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S in corporal diftempers a total lofs of 
appetite which no medicines can reJlore 9 
forebodes certain decay and death : fo in, 
the fpiritual life of the foul, a negle£t or 
difrelifh of pious reading and inftruSiion 
is a nwfi fatal fymptom. What hopes can 
we entertain of a perfon to whom the fcience of virtue^ 
and of eternal falvation, doth not feem interefting \ or 
worth his application? 4 4 It is impoffible, fays St. Chry- 
4t fojlom (i), that a man fhould be faved who neglects 
* c affiduous pious reading or con/ideration. Handier of tj- 
" men will rather fuffer hmiger and all other hardjhips 
* c than lofe the inflruments of their trade^ knowing them 
ct to be the means of their fubfiftence** No lefs criminal 
and dangerous is the difpofition of thofe who mifpend their 
precious moments in reading romances and play -books, 
which fill the mind with a worldly fpirit, with a love of 
vanity i pleafure, idlcnefs, and trifling ; which deftroy 
and lay wafle all the generous fentiments of virtue in the 
hearty and fow there the feeds of every vice, which ex- 
tend their baneful roots over the whole foil. Who fecks 
nourifhment from poifons ? What food is to the body, that 
our thoughts and rebellions are to the mind : by them the 

A 2 af> 
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fiffeSlions of the foul ['are nourijhed. tfhe chameleon change* 
its colour as it is affefited by fadnefs, anger \ qr joy \ or 
by^ the colour upon which it fits : and we fee an infeSt bor± 
row its lufire and hue from the plant or leaf upon which it 
feeds. In like manner what our meditations and affec- 
tions are , fuch will our fouls become* either holy and 
fpiritual, or" earthly and carnal. By pious reading the 
mind is infiruSled and enlightened, and the affedlions of 
the heart are purified and inflamed.' It is recommended by 
St, Paul as the fammary of fpiritual advice (2.). 

Devout perfons never want a fpur to affiduous reading 
or. meditation. They are infat table in this exercife, and, 
according to the golden motto^of Thomas a Kempis, they 
find their chief delight in a clofet with a good book ( a^. 
Worldly and tepid chrijlians ftand certainly in the utmofl 
"need of this help to virtue. ' I he world is a whirlpool of 
bttfinefs, pleafure 9 and fin. Its torrent is always beating up- 
on their hearts , ready to break in* and bury them under its 
floods unlefs frequent pious reading and confideration oppofe 
a fir ong fence to its waves* $he more deeply a perfon is 
immerfed iit its tumultuous cares, fo much the greater 
ought to be his fdicitude to find leifure to breathe, after 
the fatigues and diffipation of bufmefs and company % to 
plunge his heart , by fecrct prayer, in the ocean of the- di- 
vine immenfity, and by pious reading, to afford his foul 
fome fpiritual refeEIion : as the wearied husbandman, re- 
turning from his labour, recruits his fpent vigour and ex- 
haufted ftrength, by allowing his body neceffary refrefhment 
and repofe. 

The lives of the faints furniJJo the chriflian with a daily 
fpiritual entertainment which is not lefs agreeable than 
affe&ing and in(lru5live Q For in facred biography the advan~ 
tages of devotion and piety are joined with the moft attract- 
ive charms of hijlory. c The method of forming men to virtue 
by example, is, of all others, the ftjortcft, the mo& eajy 9 
<ir>d the left adapted to all circumflances and difpofitions. 
Pride recoils at precepts, 1ml example injtruffs without ufurp- 
ivg the authoritative air of a majler ; for by example, a 



man 



(2) 1 Tim. iv. 13. (a) In angcllo cum libcllo 
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man feems to advife and teach him/elf. It does its work 
unperceived, and therefore with lefs oppofition from the paf- 
fions which take not the alarm. Its influence is communicated 
wiib^leafure. Nor does virtue here appear barren and dry 
as in difcourfes, but animated and Hying* arrayed with all 
her charms* exerting all her powers* and fecretly obviating 
the pretences and removing the difficulties: which felf- 
love never fails to raife. . In the lives of the faints we^ 
fee the moft perfect maxims? of the gofpel reduced iaprqc? 
tice, and the moft beroick virtue made the objeft. of our] 
fenfes, cloathed as it were with a body, and exhibited to 
view in its moft attractive drefs. Here, moreover, we are 
taught the means by which virtue is obtained, and learn 
the precipices and fnares which we are to fhun, and the, 
blinds and by-ways, in which many are bewildered and 
mifled in its purfuit. The example of the fervants of God, 
points out to us the true path, and leads us as it were by 
the hand into it, fweetly, inviting and encouraging us 
to walk ch ear fully in the fteps of thofe that are gone be- 
fore us. 

Neither is it a fmall advantage that, by reading the, 
hiftory of the faints, we are introduced into the acquaint- 
ance of the great eft perfonages who have ever adorned the 
world, the brightef} ornaments of the church militant, and 
the fhining ftars and funs- of the triumphant, our future 
companions in eternal glory. Whilft we admire the wonders 
of grace and mercy which God hath difplayed in their fa- 
vour^ we are ftrongly moved to praife his adorable goodnefs. 
Andy in their penitential lives and holy maxims* we learn 
the fublime leffons of practical virtue, %vhich their qffiduous 
meditation on the divine word, the moft confummate ex- 
perience in their deferts, watchings and commerce with 
heaven^ and the lights of the Holy Ghoft, their intcriour 
mafter, difcovered to them. But it is fuperfluous to Jhew t 
from reafon the eminent ufefulnefs of the example, and the 
hiftory of the faints r which the moft f acred authority re- 
commends to us as one of the moft -powerful helps to vir- 
tue* It is the admonition of St. Paul, that we remember 
4ur holy teachers^ and that having the end of their con- 

A 3 verfation ? 
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verfation before our eyes, we imitate their faith (3). 

For our injlruftion the Holy Ghoft himfelf infpired 
the prophets to record the lives and a 51 ions of many 
illufirious faints in the holy fcriptures. The church could 
not, in a more folemn manner recommend to us 9 to have 
thefe great models often before our eyes, than by inferting 
in her daily office an abfiraSf of the lives of the martyrs 
and other faints ; which conftant facred cuftom is derived 
from the pri?nitive ages 9 . in which the hi/lories of the 
martyrs were publickly read at the divine office, in the of* 
femblies of the faithful, on their annual feflivals. This 
is teftified of the acts of St. Poly carp in the life of St m 
Pionius, and by St. Aufiin (4 ) of thofe of SS. Perpetua 
and Felicitas, £sfr. The council of Africa* under Aure- 
iius 9 archbifhop of Carthage^ in -397^ mentions the acts 
of the martyrs being allowed to be read in the church on 
their anniver far y days (5). St. Ctefarius permitted per- 
fans that were ftck and weak, to hear the hiftories of 
the martyrs fitting when they were of an uncommon 
length ; but complained that fome who were healthful un» 
reafonably took the fame liberty (6). 

All great mafters of a fpiritual life exceedingly extol the 
advantages which accrue to fouls from the devout reading 
of the lives of eminent faints ; witnefs 5/. Nilus (7), St. 
Chryfoflom, and others. Many fathers have employed their 
pens in tranfmitting down to pojlerity the actions of holy 
men. And the hiftories of faints were the frequent entertain- 
ment and delight of all pious perfons, who ever found in them 
a moft powerful means of their encouragement and ad- 
vancement in virtue, as St. Bonaventure writes of St. 
Francis of Ajftfium. * c By the remembrance of the faints 
" as by the touch of glowing ft ones of fire? he was him- 
<c ftlf enkindled, and converted into a divine flame.** 
St. Stephen of Crandmont reed their lives every day, and 
often on his knees. The abbot St. Junian, St. Antoni- 
nuSy St. Thomas, and other holy men are recorded to 

have 

(3) Hcbr. xiii. 7. (4) St. Aug. Scrm. 280. T. 5. p. 1134. 
(5) Can. 47. Cone. T. p. 1072. (6) St. CWar. S 
95. vel apud St. Aug. T. 5. Append. Scrm. 300. (7) St. 
NiJus, U 4. cp. 1. 
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have read affiduoufly the lives of the faints, and by their 



example to have daily inflamed themfelves with fervour in 
all virtues. St. Boniface of Mentz fent over to England 
for books of the lives of faints (8), and by reading the 
atts of the martyrs animated hirnfelf with the, fpirit of 
martyrdom. This great apojlle of Germany, St. Sigiran 
and others always carried with them in their journeys the 
afts of the martyrs, that they might read them wherever 
they travelled. It is related of St. Anaftafius the martyr ', 
that, " Whilft he read the conflicts and victories of the 

martyrs^ he watered the book with his tears, and 
" prayed that he might fuffer the like for Chrift. And 
"fa much was he delighted with this exercife that he 
« € employed in it all his leifure hours. 9 9 St. Therefa 
declares how much the love of virtue was kindled in her 
breajl by this reading even when fhe was a child. Jofeph 
Scaliger* a rigid Calvinifi critick* writes as follows on the 
a£ls of certain primitive martyrs (<f) : * c The fouls of pious 

perfons are fo Jlrongly affeSled in reading them, that 
«* they always lay down the book with regret. This every 
*' one may experience in hirnfelf. I with, truth aver 9 

that there is nothing in the whole hijlory of the church 
" with which I am fo much moved : when lreadthsm J 
" feem no longer to pojfefs myfelf." 

It would be very eafy to compile a volume of the 
remarkable tefiimonies of eminent and holy men concern- 
ing this moft powerful help to virtue^ and to produce 
many examples of Jinners who have .been converted by 
it to an heroick practice of piety. St. Auflin mentions 
two courtiers who were moved on the fpot to forfake 
the world \ and become fervent monks, by accidentally 
reading the life of St. Ait tony (10). St. John Co- 
lumbin, from a rich, covetous and pafftonate nobleman* 
was changed into a faint* by cafually reading the life of 
St. Mary of Egypt (n ). The duke of Joyeufe* marfhal 

Vrance, owed his perfc£l converfton to the reading of 

A 4 the 



(8) St. Bonif. cp. 35. Bibl. Patr. (9) Animadvr. 

in Cronic. Kuf. ad An. 2187. (10) Conf. 1. 8. c. 6, 

(ii) FIcury, 1. 97. n, 2. T. 20. 
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*the life of St. Francis Borgia* which his fervant had one 
evening laid on the table. To thefe the example of St. 
Ignatius of Loyola, and innumerable others might be 
added. Dr. Palafox, the pious bijhop of Of ma, in his 
preface to the fourth tome of the letters of St. Therefa* 
relates, that an eminent Lutheran minifter at Bremen, 
famous for feveral works which he had printed againji the 
catholick church, pur chafed the life of St. Therefa 
written by herfelf, with a view of attempting to confute 
it i but by attentively reading it over. .was converted to 
the catholick faith, and from that time led a mojl edifying 
life. The examples of Mr. Abraham Woodhead and others 
were not lefs illuftrious. 

But to appeal to our own experience \ .who is not 
awakened from his fpiriiual lethargy? and confounded 
at his own cowardice, when he conjiders tbe fervour 
and courage of the faints ? All our pretences and foolifh 
cbje£lions are ftlenced, when we fee the mojt perfeSt 
tnaxims of the gofpel demonflrated to be eajy by example. 
When ce read how many young noblemen and tender 
.virgins have defpifed the world, and joyfully : . embraced the 
trofs and the labours of penance, we feel a glowing flame 
kindled in our own breafts, and are encouraged to fuffer 
cfflitlions with patience, and chearfully to undertake fuit- 
able practices of penance. Whilfl we fee many fan&ifying 
themfelves in all flates, and making the very circumjlanccs 
cf their condition, whether on the throne, in the army, 
in tbe Jlate of marriage, or in the deferts, the means of 
their virtue and penance, we are perfuaded that the prac- 
tice of perfection is poffible (dfo to us, in every lawfd pro* 
feffion, and that we need only fanttify our employments by 
a perfefit fpint, and the fervent exercifes of religion, to 
be ome faints our f elves, without qui- ting our ft ate in the 
world. When we behold others, framed of the fame frail 
mould with ourfdves, many in age or other circumflances 
weaker than ourfelves, and ftruggling with greater difficul- 
ties, yet courageoujly fur mounting, and trampling upwtt all 
the obftacles by which the world endeavoured to objlruSt 
their virtuous choice, we are fecretly flung within our 

breafts; feel the reproaches of our flofhy are rouzcd from 

our 
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cur ftate of infenjibility? and are forced to cry out : 
" Cannot you do what fuch and fuch have done ?** But 
to wind up this difcourfe^ and drazv to a conclujion * 
whether we confult reafon^ authority or experience^ we 
may boldly affirm ^ that? except the facred writings^ no 
hook has reclaimed fo many /inner s^ or formed fo many holy 
men to -per f eft virtue \ as that of The .Lives of Saints. 

If we would read to the fpiritual profit of our fouls \ our 
motive mujl be a fin cere defire of improving our f elves in di- 
vine love y in humility* meeknefs y and other virtues* 
Curiofity or vanity fhut the door of the heart to the 
Holy Ghofl* and ftifle in it all affections of piety. A 
fhort and humble petition of the divine light ought to be 
our preparation ; for which we may fay with the pro- 
phet : <c Open thou mine eyes y and £ will conftder the 
4C wonderful things of thy law (12)." IVe mujt make 
the application of what we read to ourfelves, entertain 
pious affeffionsy and form particular resolutions for the 
practice of virtue. It is the admonition of a great fervant 

of God (13): 4fi Whatever good inftruStions you read* 
44 unlefs you refolve and effectually endeavour to praElife 
<c them with your whole hearty you have not read to the 
4C benefit of your foul. For knowledge without works 
<c only accufeth and condemneth.'* 'Though we cannot 
imitate all the anions of faints, we can learn from 
them to prattife humility, patience and other virtues 
in a manner fuiting our circumftances and ftate of life ^ 
and can pray that we may receive a fhare in the bene- 
dictions and glory of the faints. As they who have 
feen a beautiful flower-garden , gather a nofegay to fmell 
at the whole day \ fo ought we in reading to cull out fome 
flowers^ by^ [electing certain pious reflections and fenthnents 
with which we are mojl affected ; and thefe we jhould often 
renew during the day ; left we refemble a man who 
having looked at himfelf in the glafe goeth away, and 
forgcttgth what he had feen of himfelf 

A N 
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(12) Pf. cviii. 18. (13) Lanfycrg, Enchir. c. ir. 
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KOO"*S ^ ** ves °^ tne P r * nc *P a l martyrs, fathers, and 

~ other more illuftrious faints whofe memory is 
T <(3* revered in the catholick church, are here pre- 

fented to the publick. An undertaking of this 

SiLOO'.Jll kind feems not to ftand in need of an apolog.y- 

For fuch are the advantages, and fo great the 
charms of hiftory, that, on every fubjecl:, and whatever drefs 
it wears, it always pleafes and finds readers. But of all the 
parts of hiftory, biography which defcribes the lives of great 
men, feems both the moft entertaining, and the moft inftru&ive 
and improving. By a judicious choice and detail of their par-* 
ticular actions, it fets before our eyes a living image of thofe 
heroes who have been the objecT: of the admiration of pafl 
ages ; it exhibits to us a portraiture of their interiour virtues and 
fpirit, and gives the moft ufeful and enlarged view of human 
nature. From the wife maxims, experience and even miftakes 
of great men, we learn the moft refined Jeflbns of prudence, 
and are rurnifhed with models for our imitation. Neither is 
the narration here interrupted, nor the attention of the reader 
hurried from one object to another, as frequently happens in 
general hiftory. On thefc and other accounts are the lives of 
eminent perfonages the moft agreeable and valuable part of 
hiftory. But in the lives of the faints other great advantages 
occur. Here are incidently related the triumphs of the church, 
the trophies of the moft exalted virtue, and the converfion of 
nations. What are profane hiftories better than records of 
fcandals ? What are the boafted triumphs of an Alexander or 

a Cxfar but a fcrics of fuccefsful plunders, murders, and other 

crimes ? 
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cribies? It was th§ ■rcqia* ;p|> that, i£ 

princes were all lovers of peace,' /and fathers of their people, 
and if the lives of men were an uniform and fteady practice of 
Jpiety; civil hiftory would be al mo ft reduced to empty dates. 
This reflection extorted from the pen of a famous wit of our 
age, in his hiftory of the empire of the Weft fince Charle- 
magne, the following confeflion (i) : " This hifton^is fcarcejy 
* c any more than a vaft fcene of weaknefles, faults, crimes and 
%c misfortunes ; !among which we find fome virtues, 2 and fome 
* c fuccefsful exploits, as fertile valleys are often feen am.ong chains 
€C of rocks and precipices. This is likewife the cafe with 'other 
* c hiftories." But the lives of the faints are the hiftory of the 
moft exemplary and perfect virtue and prowefs* Whilft there- 
fore all other branches of; hiftory employ daily fo many pens, 
Ihall this, which above all others deferves our. attention, be 
alone forgotten ? Whilft every other part of the foil is daily 
raked up, fhall the fineft fpot be left uncultivated ? Our anti- 
quaries muft think themfelves obliged by this effay, as the 
greateft part of thefe faints have been the objects of the vene- 
ration of the whole chriftian world during feveral ages. - Their 
names ftand recorded in the titles of our churches, in our 
towns, eftates, writings, and almoft every other monument of 
our chriftian anceftors. If the late learned bifhop Tanner, by 
his Notitia Monqft'ica y deferved the thanks of all lovers of anti- 
quity, will they not receive favourably the hiftory of thofe emi-' 
jient perfons of whom we meet fo frequent memorials ? 

Befides the principal faint for each day, in this collection is 
added a fhort account of fome others who were very remark- 
able in hiftory, or famous among our anceftors. The Englifh 
and Scotch churches had, by the mutual intercourfc and neigh- 
bourhood of the nations, a particular devotion to feveral 
French faints, as appears from all their ancient breviaries, and 
from a complete Englifti manufcript calendar, written in the 
reign of Edward IV. now in my hands. And our Norman 
Icings and bifhops honoured feveral faints of Aquitain and 
Normandy by pious foundations which bear their names among 
us : and portions of the rclicks of fome French faints, as of St. 
Salvius kept in the cathedral of Cantcrhury, have rendered 
their names illuftrious in this kingdom. The mention of fuch, 
for the fatisfacSlion of antiquaries, tsY. will, it is to be hoped, be 
pardoned. Though the limits of this work would not allow long 
abftra&s of thefe fecondary lives, yet fome character iftical cir- 
cumftanocs arc inferted, that thefe memoirs might not fink into 

a bare 



(i) Voltaire's . AnnaU of the empire of Germany, 
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a bare necrology? or barren lift of date! Shi names. * For unlels* 

a narration be fupported with forrte degree' of dignity and fpirir* 
and diverfified by the intermixture of various events, itdeferves 
not the name of hiftory ; no more "than a plot of ground can 
be called a garden, which is neither variegated with par terms' of 
flowers, nor checkered with walks and beds of ufeful herbs 63? 

ihrubs. 

The actions of fcveral apoflles and other illuftrious faints 
were never committed to writing : and with regard to fome 
others, the records of their tranfa£rions, by falling a prey 
to the moths or flames, have perifhed in the general wreck ; 
yet their names could not be omitted. If their hiftory 
affbrd5 little to gratify vain curiofity, at leaft a heart 
which leeks and loves God, will find even in thefe fcanty 
memoirs, every thing intereffing and entertaining. If the 
names of fome faints have been tranfmitted down to us without 
particular accounts of their lives (a), their virtues fhine with 
no lefs luftre in heaven : and this very circumftance is pleafing 
and favourable to humility, which ftudies and loves to lie con- 
cealed 
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(a) Some call in queftion the 
exiftence of certain faints, as SS. 
Bacchus, Quirinus, Mercurius, 
Nilammon, Hippolytus, &c. be- 
caufe thefe names are of pagan 
original. But that chriftians often 
retained thofe names is evident, 
not only from the oldeft marryro- 
logies, but from Euiebius, Theo- 
doret, and other ancient writers 
who often mention chriftians 
named Apollonius and Apollina- 
ris, from Apollo; and St. 

Paul fpeaks of a difciplc called 
Hermes or Mercurius ; and had 
another named Dionyfius or Bac- 
chus. Dr. Geddes, and others ob- 
ject to the exiftence of St. Alma- 
chius, St. George, St. Wcncfrcd, 
tffc. but we fhall find their ho- 
nour fupported in this work by 
.irrefragable authorities. Longi- 
nus not only fignifies a fpear, but 
was a Roman name,, and that of 
a foldier and mai£yr, on the 15th 
of March : whether he be the 
perfon who opened the fide of 
Chriil with a fpear or. no is a 



point of lefs importance. Mr. 
Addifon and Dr. Middle ton 
thought they had hit on a great 
difcovery when they transformed 
Mount Soracle into St. Oreftes, 
But that mountain is commonly 
called, not St. Oreftes, but San 
Sylveftro, together with the mo- 
naftery on its fummit. Moreover, 
we find both in the Roman mar- 
tyrology and Greek Menaea two 
faints of the name of Orcftcs re- 
corded, the one on the ninth of 
November, the other on the 13th 
of December, who both fuffered 
under Dioclcfian, one in Arme- 
nia, the other in Cappadocia. 
The latter is alfo named by St. 
Gregory Nazianzen, in his ora- 
tion on'St. Bafil. If, by flips of 
copiers, miftakes have happened 
in fome names, or accidental cir- 
cuit fiances ; or if certain private 

I)crfons fhould be convicted of 
laving been any time deceived 
in fome faint, this would not 
affect the credit of authentic!^ 
general marcyrolpgics. 
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cealed and unknown ; and it was pointed out by the hidden 
life of Chrift. It is alfo objected, that certain actions of fome 
faints, which were performed by a fpe'cial inftincl: of the Holy 
Ghoft, are to us rather objects of admiration than imitation : 
but even in thefe we read leflbns of perfect: virtue, and a 
reproach of our own floth, who dare undertake nothing for 
God. But fome may fay, what edification can perfons in 
the world reap from the lives of apoftles, bifhops or reclufes? 
To this it may be anfwered, that though the functions of their 
ft ate differ from ours, yet patience, humility, penance, zeal 
and charity, which all their actions breathe, are neceiTary vir- 
tues in all perfons. Chriftian perfection is in its fpirit and 
eflence every where the fame, how much foever the means or 
exercifes may vary. 

Certain cri ticks of this age, as they ftyle themfelves, are dif- 
pleafed with all hiftories of miracles, not confidering that thefe 
wonders are, in a particular manner, the wrorks of God, in- 
tended to raife our attention to his holy providence, and to 
awake our fouls to praife his goodnefs and power 3 often alfo 
to bear teftimony to his truth. Entirely to omit the mention 
of them, would be an infidelity in hiftory, and would tend, in 
fome meafure, to obftruct the great and holy purpofes for 
which they were effected. Yet a detail of all miracles, though 
authentically attefted, is not the defign of this work. Where- 
fore in fuch facts it feemed often fufHcient to refer the reader- to 
the original records* But miracles may be the fubject of a par- 
ticular difquifition. 

. A tedious famenefs in the narration hath been carefully 
avoided, and in relating general virtues, it is hoped that the 
manner, diction and thoughts will be found new. Where 
memoirs allowed it, fuch a collection of remarkable actions and 
fayings of the faints hath been fclected as fecms neither trifling 
nor redundant ; and may ferve to exprefs their character and 
fpirit. In this confifts the chief advantage of biography, as in 
painting, a portraiture draws its life from the ftrength of the fea- 
tures. By this Angular excellency doth Plutarch charm his read- 
ers, cover, or at lcaft compenfate for, his neglect of ftyle and 
method, and other eilential blemifhes, and make even the moft 
elegant writers who have attempted a fupplement to his lives ( a) y 
to appear tedious and dull to one who hath fir ft read his work. 
What eloquence could furnifh Co fine a defcription, or convey 
Co ft rung an idea of the pride of Alexander, as the fliort an- 
fwers of that prince to the cynick philofopher, or to Darius ? 

In 

(a) Mrs. Datier, Mr. Rowc. 
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or of the modefty of Phocion, as the well-chofen circum- 
fiances of his dilintereftednefs and private life ( b) ? 

In thefe lives of the faints pious reflections are fometimea 
interfperfed ; though fparingly, not to fwell the volume, or feem 
to fufpecl the judgment of the reader, or to foreftal the pleafurc 
of his own reflections. 

But the principal care in this work hath been a moft fcru- 
pulous attachment to truth, the foundation or rather the foul of 
all hiftory, efpecially of that which tends to the advancement 
of piety and religion. The indagation is often a talk both nice 
and laborious. If we weigh the merit of original authours, 
fome we fhall find carelefs and injudicious, and many write 
under the bias of party-prejudice, which ftrangely perverts the 
judgment. By this James Bafnage could, in his hiftory of 
the Jews, b. 6, notorioufly miftake and mifreprefent, by 
wholefale, the cleareft authorities, to gratify his prepoffeflioa 
againft an inconteftable miracle, as the moft learned Mr. War- 
burton hath demonftrate'd in his Julian, b. 2. ch. 4. Some 
write hiftory as they would a tragedy or a romance, and feek- 

ing at any rate to pleafe the reader or di/play their art, often 
facrifice the truth for the fake of a fine conceit, of a glittering 
thought, or a point of wit (c). Another difficulty is, 'that 
ancient writings have fometimes fuffered much by the bold 
rafhnefs of modern criticks, or in the manufcripts by the 
flips of carelefs copiers (d.) Again, authors who polifh the 
ftyle, or abridge the hiftories of others, are feldom to be 

trufted ; 



(b) This made Theodorus 
Gaza fay, that if learning muft 
fufFer a general (hipwreck, and 
he had only his choice left him 
of prcferving one author, Plu- 
tarch fhould be the man. 

(c) With this fault did a 
learned and great king, who is 
perfectly acquainted with the 
affairs of the north, charge the 
florid authour of the hiftory of 
C — of Sweden. Nor could this 
hiliorian, as it is faid, give any 
other anfvver to the complaint of 
the II a in burghers, that he had 
notorioufly flandercd them, than 
that his fiction was plaufiblc and 
ingenious, according to the max- 
im of dramatick writers, Ftit*n 
with probability. Of this call in- 



deed though we have many mo- 
dern examples, we know perhaps 
none among the authors of anti- 
quity. 

(d) Thirty thoufand various 
readings were found by Mr. 
Mills in the Greek New Teita- 
ment : Dr. Bentley reckoned 
2o,oco in Terence, and twice as 
many as there are verfes in the 
poet Manilius. Even the molt 
valuable Vatican and Alexan- 
drian manufcripts of the bible 
abound in faults of the copiers ; 
and editions of works made from 
finglc manufcripts are always 
very defective ; witnefs thole of 
Cornelius Ncpos, and the Greek 

Ilcfyclmiff. 



xvi INTRODUCTORY DISCOURSE. 

trufted 5 and experience will fliew us the fame of tranfla- 
tions. Even Henry Valois, the moft learned and celebrated 
Greek interpreter, is accufed of having fometimes fo far mis- 
taken the fenfe of Eufebius, as to have given in his tranflatiori 
the contradictory of the meaning of his author. 

A greater mifchief than all thefe have been the forgeries 
of impoftors, efpecially hereticks. Indeed if the father of 
lies, by the like inftruments, found means to counterfeit 
48 or 50 falfe gofpels, of which a lift is given by Cai- 
rn et (2), is it furprifing that, from the fame forge, he fhould 
have attempted to adulterate the hiftories of certain faints ? 
But the vigilance of zealous paftors, and the repeated canons of 
.the church, £hew through every age, how much all forgeries and 
impofture always were the object, of their abhorrence. Pope 
Adrian I. in an epiftle to Charlemagne, mentions this conftant 
fevere law of the church, and fays, that no acts of martyrs 
are fufFered to be read, which are not fupported by good 
vouchers (e). The council in Trullo (3), and many others 
<3own to the prefent age have framed canons for this purpofe, 
as F. Konoratus of St. Mary fhews (4)- Pope Gelafius I. in 
Jus famous Roman council in 494, condemns the falfe acts of 
St. George which the Arians had forged (5), c5V. Tertullian (6) 
and St. Jerom (7) inform us, that in the time of the apoftles a 
certain prieft of Afia, out of veneration for St, Paul and St. 
Thecla, forged falfe a£ts of their peregrinations and fufferings ; 
•but for this crime he was depofed from the priefthood by St. 
John the Evangelift. No good end, can on any account, excufe 
the leaft lie ; and to advance that pious frauds, as fome impro- 
perly call them, can ever be lawfully ufed, is no better than 
blafphcmy. All wilful lyings is effentially a fin, as catholick 
.divines unanimoufly teach with St. Auftin againft the Prifcil- 
lianifts. It is contrary, and moft hateful to the God of truth, 
and an heinous affront and injury offered to our neighbour ; 
it deftroys the very end and ufe of fpeech, and the facrcd bond 
.of fociety and all commerce among men ; for it would be better 
to live among dumb perfons than to convcrfe with liars. To tell 
any lie whatiocver in the leaft point relating to religion is always 
to lie in a matter of moment, and can never be excufed from 
a mortal fin, as catholick divines teach (8). Grotius, the pro- 
teftant critick, takes notice, that forgeries cannot be charged 

upon 

(e) Sine probabilibus autoribus, Cone. T. 7. 954- 
(2) Prelim. Diftett. on St. Matthew. (3) Can. 62. 

(4) Regies dc la Critique, T. 2. p. 12, 20, & Diff. 3, p. 134. 

(5) See Mabillon Difquir. de Curfu Gallic. §. 1, (6) Tert, 
1. de bapt. c. 17. (7) Catal. viv. illultr. c. 7. (8) See- 
Nat. Alexander, Collet, Iicnno> fcfr. in Decalogum de Meu- 
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upon the popes who by the moft fevere canons forbid them, 
punifb the authors if detected, and give all poflible encourage- 
ment to judicious criticks (9). This alfo appears from the 
works of innumerable learned men among the catholicks, and 
from the unwearied labours with which they have given to the 
publick the moft correct editions of the ancient fathers and 
hiflorians. Good men may fbmetimes be too credulous in 
things in which there appears no harm. Nay, Gerfon ob- 
ferves (10), that fometimes the more averfe a perfon is from 
, fraud himfelf, the more unwilling he is to fufpecl: import u re in 
others. But no good man can countenance and abet a known 
fraud for any purpofe whatever. The pretence of religion 
would exceedingly aggravate the crime. 

If any particular perfons among the monks could be con- 
victed of having attempted to palm any falfe writing or lie on 
the world, the obligations of their profeflion would render 
their crime the more odious and enormous. But to make this 
a charge upon that venerable order of men in any age is a moft 
unjuft and a notorious flander. Melchior Cano, who com- 
plains of interpolations which have crept into fome parts of 
facred biography, juftifies the monks from the infamous impu- 
tation which fome, through ignorance or malice, afredt to caft 
upon them (11)5 and Mabillon has vindicated them more at 
large (12). Anciently books were chiefly copied and pre- 
fer ved in monafteries, which for feveral ages were the depofi- 
taries of learning. Mr. Gurdon (13) and bifliop Tanner (14) 
take notice, that in England the great abbeys were even the re- 
pofitaries of the laws, edicts of kings, and acts of parliament. 
Conringius (15), a German protcftant, writes : cc In the fixth, 
* 4 feventh and eighth centuries there is fcarce to be found in 
cc the whole weftern church the name of a perfon who had 
<c written a book, but what dwelt or at leaft was educated in 
" a monastery." Before univerfities were erected, monafteries, 
and often the palaces of bifhops, were the feminarics of the 
clergy, the nurferies for the education of young noblemen, and 
the great fchools of all the feiences. To the libraries and in- 
duftry of the monks we are principally indebted tor the works 
of the ancients which we poifefs. Grateful for this benefit we 
ought not to condemn them, becaufc, by a fatality incident to 

a human 



(9) Grot. !. de Antichr. T. 3. Op. Thcolog. (10) Gerfon 

*p. ad Morcll. (n) De loc. thcol. I. 11. c. (12) Diplo- 

mat 1. 3. c . 3. (13) Gurdon Hift. of Parliament. T. 1. 

(14) Pre*, to Notitia MonaiUca, in folio. (k) Differ:. 3. 

dc Amiq. Acad. . 
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human things, fome works are come down to us interpo- 
lated or imperfecT: (f). 

Accidental caufes have given frequent occafions to miftakes, 
which when we confider, we cannot be furprifed if fometimes* 
good men have been deceived by falfe memoirs. As to authors 
of wilful forgeries, we have no name harfh enough to exprefs, 
nor punifhment equal to, their crime. But the integrity even 
of Geofrry of Monmouth is no longer impeached, fince it hath 
been proved that he was not the author of the fables which 
he publifhed upon the credit of other vouchers. 

Nevertheless upon thefe and the like accounts, hiftory calls 
aloud for the difecrnment of criticifm. And many learned 
men, efpecially of the monaflick order, have, for our aflift- 
nnce, with no lefs induftry than fuccefs, feparated in ancient 
writings the flerling from the counterfeit, and by collating ma- 
nufcripts, and by clearing difficult points^have rendered the path 
in this kind of literature fmooth and fecure. The merit of 
original authors hath been weighed ; we have the advantage of 
mofl correct editions of their works : rafh and groundlefs alter- 
ations of fome modern criticks, and the blunders of carelefs 
copiers or editors are redrefTed ; interpolations foifted . into the 
original writings are retrenched ; and a mark hath been fet on 
memoirs of inferiour authority. Moreover, the value of an- 
cient manufcripts being known, ample repofitories of fuch 
monuments have been made, curious lifts of which are com- 
municated to the publick, that any perfons may know and have 
recourfe to them. It muft alfb be added, that the laborious 
talk of making the refearches neceflary for this complicated 
work, hath been rendered lighter by the care with which feve- 
ral judicious and learned men have compiled the lives of many 
particular faints. Thus have Mabillon and Bulteau writ the 
lives of the faints of the order of St. Benedict ; the elegant 
Touron of that of St. Donunickj Lc Nain, of the Ciflercian 

order > 



(f) Mow enfy wan the mi flake 
of a copyill or bookfeller, who 
nicribed the works of ionic mo- 
dern A u 11 i n to the or*; at doctor of 
that name ? or, who finding Ic- 
veral fcrmonii of St. C;e(ariiu, 
annexed in the fame copy to 
thofe ol Sr. Auflin, imagined 
them all Co belong ro one title ? 

Several diicipLs publifhed, under 
ill e names ol Sr. Auiiin. St. CJre- 
\jny or St. Zciio, tenuous or 



comments which they had heard 
from their mouths ; by the fame 
means we have three different e- 
dilions of the confeflion of St. 
Kphrem. We have already feen 
many works falfely published un- 
der the name of Boerhaave, 
which never came from his pen ; 
as. The method of lludying phy- 
fiek, Materia Mcdiea, Praxis Me- 
diea, and a f ruinous edition of his 
chemiilry. 

Among 
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order ; Tillemont, the Maurifl: Benedi&ine monks, and Orfi, 
thofe of the principal fathers of the church, fcfY. (g) The genu- 
ine acts of the primitive martyrs, the moft valuable monument 
of ecclefiaflical hiftory, have been carefully publifhed by Rui- 
imrt. Some of them are prefidial acts, u e. ex trailed from the 
court-regifters ; others were written from the relations of eye- 
witnefles of undoubted veracity. To this treafure an acceflion, 
which the learned Orfi and others doubt not to call of equal 
value, hath been lately made by the publication of the genuine 
acts of the martyrs of the Eaft or of Perfia, and of the Weft 
or Paleftine, in two volumes, folio, at Rome. Thofe of the 
Eaft were- written chiefly by St. Maruthas, a neighbouring 
bifhop of Mefopotamia : the others feem to contain the entire 
work of Eufebius on the martyrs of Paleftine, which he 
abridged in the eighth book of his hiftory. Both parts 
were found in a Chaldaick manufcript, in a monaftery of Up- 
per-Egypt, and purchafed by Stephen Aflemani, archbifhop 

of 



(g) Among the compilers of 
the lives of faints fome wanted 
the difcernment of criticifm. Si- 
meon Metaphraftes, patrician, 
firft fecretary and chancellour to 
the emperours Leo the Wife and 
Conftantine Porphyrogenitus, in 
912, (of vvhofe collection 122 
lives are Hill extant) fometimcs 
altered the ftyle of his authours 
where it appeared flat or barba- 
rous, and lbmctimes infer ted 
later additions and interpolations, 
often not fuflicicntly warranted, 
tho' not by him forged ; for 
Pfellus, in his panegyrick, fur- 
nifhes us with many proofs of his 
piety.-— See Cave, (hid liter. T. 
2. p. 88.) James de Voragine, 
of the order of St. Dominick, 
and archbifhop of Genoa, au- 
thour of the Golden Lewid, in 
1290, wrote ilill with lets judg- 
ment, and, in imitation of LAvy, 
often made the martyrs (peak his 
own language. Lippoman, hi- 
ihop of Verona in 1550, and 
Laurence Suriiis, a Carthufiau 
monk of Cologne, in 1^70, 
fometimes wanted the ncccflary 
helps for diieernment in the 



choice of materials. The fame 
is to be faid of Ribadeneira, ex- 
cept in the lives of faints who 
lived near his own times, tho' a 
perfon other wife well qualified 
for a writer of facred biography. 
Several who have augmented his 
works in France, Spain or Italy, 
laboured under the fame misfor- 
tune, and often gathered toge- 
ther whatever the drag-net of 
time had amafled. John Cap- 
grave, an Auflin friar, fome time 
confeffor to the duke of G!o- 
eerier, who died at Lynn in Nor- 
folk in 1484, compiled the Le- 
gend of the faints of England 
from a more ancient collection, 
which, before the kill fire, was 
extant in a very fair manufcript 
copy in the Cot Ionian 'library, 
which feems to have been the 
Sanclilogium of John of Tiu- 

mouth, a monk of St. Alban's, 
in 1 ?,66. 

On the other hand, fome 
Lrench criticks in facred biogra- 
phy, have t in cl tired their works 

with a falfe and pernicious lea- 
ven. 
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of Apamea, and his nephew Jofeph Aflemani, at the charge^ 
of pope CJement XII. who had fent.them into the eaft on that 
errand. The manufcripts are depofited in the Vatican library, 
Stephen Aflemani is known in Jthe republick of letters by his 
oriental library, and his lb are in the publication of the works 
of St. Ephrem and other monuments of the Syriack church. 
The learned Jefuits at Antwerp, BoUandus and his ,continu- 
ators, have given us the /Ifita San£Iorum y enriched with curious 
remarks and differ tations, in forty one large volumes in folio, 
to the fifth day of September. To mention other monuments 
and writers here made ufe of, would be tedious and fuper- 
fluous. The authorities, produced throughout the work fpeak 
for themfelves : the veracity of writers who cannot pretend to 
pafs for infpired, ought to be fupported by competent vouchers. 
The original authours are chiefly our guides. The ftream runs 
clear ana pure from the fource, which in a long courfe often 
contracts a foreign mixture. But the lucubrations of many 
judicious modern criticks have caft a great light upon ancient 
hiftorians : thefe therefore have been alfo confulted and com- 
pared, and their labours freely made ufe of. 
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&>nje of the Instruments ufed by tjie 

Heathen Romans i~a torturing the 



MARTYR S 




F;g. r. /"T^HE Konjan £<7<r£ was a wpp^en horfe j whence 

A . Us name f «*• The martfr .feeing fejjrf oq. 
two beams jpipe.d A, w »th his fa.ee .turned upwards, and his 
legs acrpfs, JUis arms ajid; legs were b.pimd with cords, jelled 

Jaffes, diftpxted and duloqa^ed his body, bruifed .the feet, and 
qften tore off .the nails of *he toes. J#s fides .^e turn with 
^pplcs and tcorpions, and burnt with torches. The martyr 
.often lay feveral hours in this mangled conditipn jn esqujfits 
iprture. £y the tujning of jfce cprds an.d p'uUjes~his .bpdy' W a S 
let fall under .the fame beams, which poened fpr that purppfe 3. 
And wfcilft he hung by hjs legs and .arms , by the coins' be'lpvy 
the beam C.C, he was interrogated by the judge. 

Fig. 2. -N» i. Urigulf, qp <rp.n nails, ^rp lh 3 rp inil W - 
ments to puiQh the fletfi. They were .abo.ut ,twp .fingers feoad, 
and^ed two pr three in a (haft at jhe.end of a pair of long pjn- 
<B». -nail A. was double, ;and njeetjng » fta.rp fm%%fmp 
the #elh. Js* frJfWHh S>r a iharp i?pn Jipok, ^as aii ji,nftrument 
tp /^fld .ftp fcfc, » .drag m d pull «p .bojdy. $? 3. 
comfes .racked .up Jhe fl^jQi. • . . , 

irf^'-J' W ° ^*tf v firmed*. WW ftPfttf /Wff in bundles* 

N»2. iW*, were thicker twigs. 3. ffuj es , pr clu/js, 

were ufually knotty. N° 4. Zara, were leather thongs 'or 
fcourges. N° 5. Scorpions, were whips armed with bending 

fpikes ; or rods full of rough kn6ts-; 'or ftumps o'f v fiftfe 
branches broken off. N° 6. Whips loaded with plummets of 
lead. Nervi, were fmews pr thongs twilled" in.to whip's. Nervus 
in the fingular number was a kind of wooden flocks, or an en- 
gine to hold faft the feet of prifoners, and feme times their neck 
and hands. In it their legs were ftretched afuhder fometimesto 
the fourth or fifth holej which almoft fplit tne .body afunder. 



dungeons. 



thfc 



Fig. 4. No i. Ta;da;> were torches made of pine-tree (alin- 
ters, or other fuch inflammable materials* N° 2, 3I' Suwfia, 

were torches of twifted hemp or rircad daubed j^ty jp/tch 'or 

wax. 



Some 6f the IfrSTk itments, £JW 

wix. N 9 4. Stimuli) or goads with fharp iron fpikes at the 
end to prick the tieflu The fides of the martyrs were fomc- 
times burnt with iron plates, or lamtnte* 

Fig. 5, 1. A gridiron. N° 2. A caldron of boiling 
oil, fcfr. 3. An iron bed. N* 4. A kiln of burning lime. 

Fig. 6. N° 1. An axe. N° 2. A fword. N* 3. A fpit. 
N* 4., A faw. N* 5. A pavement ftFewed with potmerds, or 
fet with fpikes. N» 6. A wheel armed with curved fpikes. 

Fig. 7. An amphitheatre for entertaining the people with 
ihows. The outfide of the wall was finifhed and orna- 

* # 

mented A. The inner fide round the arena contained £ great 
number of feats, made of vaft polifhed ftone*, one above 
another, that the fpeQators might have a perfe£fc view of the 
whole pit without any hindrance. The amphitheatre at Ve- 
rona, ftill entire, is oval, and though a fmall one, has 45 rows 
cf feats in the perpendicular height of 14 feet. But the Colifee 
at Rome fhews the ftupendous ruins of Vefpalian's amphi- 
theatre^ which contained with eafe 80,000, and if crouded, 
1 5O5OOO fpe&ators. G. Vomitoria were gates fo contrived in 
«he walls, that perfons went in and out without being crouded^ 
Pvrta Lihiirnee^ was a gate through which the bod ies of the 
Hain were dragged out of the amphitheatre. The Cavea under 
*he walls contained .dens for the wild beafts, and dungeons for 
-the beftiarii 9 or condemned prifoners ; fo dark, that in them it 
can only be perceived through a very fmall hole when the fun 
lhines. DD. The Arena? or oval pit, ftrewed with fand to 
Juck up the blood, and furrounded wkh iron rails on a baluftrade 
about a yard from the loweft feats, for a fence, that the beafts 
anight not be able to hurt the fpe<ftators. — See Galloni 1. <Je dru- 
jciatibus martyrum; andMamachi 1. Antiq. Rom. alfo the repo^ 
fitories of antiquities in Rome, efpecially in the Roman college* 
Fig. 8. A martyr triumphant. 
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Explanation of the Abbreviations. 
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r 

A. or Ab. Abbot. 
13. or Bp. Bifhop. 
C. Confcffor. 
H. Hermit. 
K. King. 
M. Martyr. 
V. Virgin. 
W. Widow. 
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CIRCUMCISION of our LORD* 



&ji old lav/ > and the fir ft Jegal obfcrvance required 

2g C §§ by Almighty God of that people, which he had 



IcpBi t^cS* cnofen Preferably to all the nations of the earth 
teJ*&C£i&J& to be the depofitary of his revealed truths. 

Thefe were the defcendants of Abraham, whom 
he had enjoined it, under the ftricfteft penalties (i), feveral 
hundreds of years before the giving of the law to Mofes on 
Mount Sinai, and this on two feveral accounts : Firft, as a 
diftinguifhing mark between them and the reft of mankind. 
Secondly, as a feal to a covenant between God and that pa- 
triarch : Whereby it was ftipulated on God's part to blefs A- 
braham and his pofterity, wbilft on their part it implied a holy 
engagement to be bis people, by a ftricT: conformity to his laws. 
It was therefore a facrament of Initiation in the Service of God, 
and a promife and engagement to believe and a£l as he had re- 
vealed arid directed . Circumcifion is alfo looked upon by St. 
Auftin, and by feveral eminent modern divines (2) to have 
been the expedient, in the male pofterity of Abraham, for re- 
moving the guilt of original fin : which in thofe who did not 
belong to the covenant of Abraham, nor fall under this law, 

was remitted by other means, probably by fume external ait of 
faith. 

This law of circumcifion continued in force till the death 
of Chrift ; hence our Saviour being born under the law, it be- 
amc hhtty who came to teach mankind obedience to the laws of 
God, to fulfil all jiiflice 9 and to fubmit to it. Therefore, he 
was made under the law* that is, was circumcifed, that he mi^ht 
r txleem them that were under the law % by freeing them from the 

fei vitude 

(0 Gen. xvii. (2) Grounding their opinion on Gen, xvii. 



s CIRCUMCISION of our LORD. Jan. u 

fervitude of it j and that thofe, who were in the condition of 
fervants before, might be fet at liberty, and receive the adoption 
of fons in baptifm j which, by Chrift's inftitution, fucceeded to 
circumcifion. On the day he was circumcifed he received the 
name of Jesus, the fame which had been appointed him by 
the angel before he was conceived (3). The reafon of his being 
called Jesus is mentioned in the Gofpel (4) : For be Jhall fave 
his people from their fins. This he effected by the greateft fuf- 
ferings and humiliations ; having humbled hbnfelf as St. Paul 
fays (5), not only unto death, but even to the death of the crofs ; 
for which caufe God hath exalted him? and hath given him a name 
which is above all names 5 that^ at the name of Jesus every knee 
Jhouldbow; agreeably to what Chrift fays of himfelf (6) Ali 
power is given unto me in heaven and in earth (a). 

Chrift being not only innocent, but incapable of fin, could 
fland in no need of circumcifion, as an expedient then in ufe 
for the rerniflionof fin. He was pleafed, however, to fubjecl: 
himfelf to this humbling and painful rite of the Mofaick- dif- 
penfation for feveral reaibns : as, Firft, to put an end in an ho- 
nourable manner tor. a ■ divine, but temporary, inftitution, by 
taking it upon his own perfon. Secondly, to prove the reality 
of his human body ; which, however evident from this and fo 
many other actions and fufferings of his life, was denied by feve- 
oral ancient hereticks. : Thirdly, to prove himfelf not only the 
fon of man, but of that man in particular of whofe feed the 
Mefiiah was promifed to come : thus precluding any future ob- 
je£Uon that might be raifed by the Jews againft his divine mif- 
iion in quality of Mefliah, under the pretence of his being an 
alien ; and hereby qualifying himfelf for free converfation with 
them for their own fpiritual advantage : Setting us all a pat- 
tern of undergoing voluntarily feveral hardfhips and reftraints, 
which, though not necefTary on our own account, may be 
of great ufe to promote the good of others. Fourthly, by 
thus humbling himfelf under this painful operation, to give 
us an earJy pledge and earned of his love for us, of his com- 
panion 

(3) Luke i. 31. (4) Matt. i. 21. (5) Phi), ii. 8 9. 10, 

(6) Matt, xxviii. 18. 

(a) The Jews generally named circumcifion hy an cxprefs law 
their children on the day of their requiring the interval of eight 
circumcifion, but this was notof days from their birth ; the child 
precept. There are feveral in* beinj> pi\ fumed too weak and 
llances of children named on delicate to undergo the opera ti- 
the day of their birth, Gen 3c. on fooner, without danger of its 

which could not be that of their life. 
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paffion for our miferies, and of his utter deteftation of fin. 
The charity and zeal which glowed in his divine breaft, impa- 
tient, as it were, of delay, delighted themfelves in thefe firft 
fruits of humiliation and fuffering for our fakes, till they could, 
fully fatiate their thirft by that fuperabundance of both, in his 
paffion and death. Fifthly, he teaches us by the example of 
voluntary obedience to a law that could not oblige him, to fub- 
mit with great punctuality and exa&nefs to laws of divine ap- 
pointment; and how very far we ought to be from flickering 
our difobedience under lame excufes and frivolous pretexts. 
Sixthly, beginning the great work of our falvation in the man- 
ner he was one day to finifli it ; fuffering in his own perfon the 
punifhment of fin, to deliver us from both fin and its punifli- 
ment, he confounds the impenitence of finners who will fufFer 
nothing for their own fins j and inculcates the necellity of a 
fpiritual circumcifion, whereof the external was but the type 
and figure, as the apoftle put us in mind (7). 

It is manifeft, beyond all con trad i&i on, from feveral texts of 
the old teftament (8), that men under that difpenfation ought 
not to have refted in the external a<3: alone, but fhould have 
afpired from the letter to the fpirit, from the carnal, to a fpi- 
ritual circumcifion, Thefe texts, at the fame time that they 
fet forth its neceflity, defcribe it as confuting in a readinefs and 
willing difpofition to conform to the will of God, and fubmit 
to it when known, in every particular. They in confequence 
require a retrenchment of all inordinate and fuperfluous defires 
of the foul, the keeping a ftridl guard and government over 
ourfelves, a total abftinence from criminal, and a prudent re- 
ferve even in the lawful gratifications of fenfe and appetite. If 
fuch inftances of fpiritual circumcifion were required of thofc 
under the old law, to qualify them for acceptance with God, 
can any thing lefs than the fame entitle us chriftians to the 
claim of fpiritual kindred with faithful Abraham, and to a fharc 
of that redemption which Chrift began this day to purchafe for 
us at the expence of his blood ? If we are confcious to our- 
felves of having taken a contrary courfe, and are of the unhap- 
py number of the uncircu?ncifid in heart ; what more proper 
time to fet about a thorough reformation, by cutting off what- 
ever is inconfiftent with, or prcjudical to the true chriftian fpiritj 
than this very day, the firft of the New year ? that fo it may be 
a new year to us in the mod chriftian and beneficial fenfe 0/ 
the word (c). 

B 2. Wherefore, 

{7) Rom. ii. 29, (8) Deut. x. 16. xxv. V j- . iv. 4, 
(0 The pagan Romans cclc- Saturn 1 1 -th of Dc* 

•bratcd the Saturnalia* or foalU of c&uiLsLr duia ,\ 7 . : at which 
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Wherefore, after having confecfated its firft fruits to Godj, by 
the moft fincere arid fervent homage of praife and adoration ; 
after having paid him the juft tribute of thankfgiving for all hi» 
benefits, and in particular fdr the mercy by which he vouchfafes 
tus ftill time to appeafe his anger, and ferve him ; it becomes us 
to f allot fome part of this day to tears of compunction for our 
pair, offences, and to the diving into the fource of our fpi ritual 
floth and other irregularities, with a view to the amendment 
Of our lives, and the preventing of relapfes : Not contenting 
ourfelves with general purpofels, which coft felf-love fo little* 
the infufficiency of \vhich our own experience has convinced 

U9 

natural maturity and perfection. 
The Jews retained this com- 
mencement of the year, as a date 
for contracts, and other civil pur- 
pofes ; as alfo for their fabbari-» 
cal year and jubilee. But God 
commanded them to begin their 
ecciefiaftical year, or that by 
which their religious fefliva'ls were 
regulated, from the fpring equi- 
nox, or the Hebrew monthNifan, 
the fame with, part of our March 
and April. Exod. xii. 2. ChriflT- 
an nations cbmmenced the year, 
forrie from the 2,5th of March, 
tke feaft of the Annunciation,' and 
bordering upon the fpring equi- 
nox : others, from Chriftmas ; 
others from its octave day the 
firft of January, in which our 
anceftors have often varied their 
practice. Europe is now agreed 
in fixing the fir ft of January, for 
this epoch. 

The Julian year fo called from 
Julius Cscfar, from whom the Ro- 
man calendar received its laft re - 
formation, confided of 36c days, 
and 6 hours, which exceeded the 
true folar year by 11 minutes : 
for aftrono nicrs compute the 
yearly revolution of the fun not to 
exceed 365 days, 5 hours, 48 mi- 
nutes, and 37 feconds, according 
to Caflini, but according to Keil 
57 feconds, or al moft 49 minutes. 
This crrour, becoming daily more 

fcnfiblc, 



time flaves dined with their ma-' 
tiers, and were allowed an entire 
liberty of fpeech, in tlie fuperfti- 
tious remembrance of the golden, 
age of the world, in which ho di- 
ftin6lion of ranks was yet "known 
among men. (Macrob. L. i.e. 2. 
Horat. &c.) The Calends alfo of 
January, were folemnized with 
licentious lhews in honour qf Ju- 
no 5 and it is from thofe infamous 
diverfions, that among chriftians, 
are derived the prophaue riots of 
new-year's day, twelfthtide arid 

(hrovetid'e, by which, many per- 
vert thefe times intb days of Tin 
and intemperance. Several coun- 
cils feverely condemn thefe abu- 
fes ; and the better to prevent 
them, ,fdme churches formerly 
kept the firft of January a faft- 
day, as it is mentioned by St. 
Ifidore of Seville. 

*The ; ancients began the year, 
forrie from the autumnal, others 
frOrn the vernal, equinox. The 
primitive patriarchs from that of 
autumn, that is, from the month 
called by the Hebrews Tifri, 
which coincides with part of our 
September and October Hence 
it leems probable, that the world 
was created about that feafon ; 
the earth, as appears from Gen. 
iii. a. being then covered with 
trees, plants, fruits, feeds, and all 

other things in the itate of their 
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us of ; we muft lay the axe to the root, and ferioufly refolye to 
decline, to the beft of our power, the particular occafions which 
have betrayed us into fin, and embrace the moft effectual means 
of reformation of life and improvement in virtue. Every year 
ought to find us more fervent in charity : every day ought our 
foul to augment in ftrength, and be decked with new flowers of 
virtue and good works. If the plant ceafes to grow, or the 
fruit to ripen, they decay of courfe, and are in danger of pe- 
riming. By a rule far more facred, the foul, which makes not 
a daily progrefs in virtue, lofes ground ; a dreadful fymptom in 

the fpiritual life. 

The more intenfe ought our fervour to be, as we draw the 
nearer to the end of our courfe : So much the more, fays 
the apoftle, as you perceive the day to approach (9), the day of 
retribution to each according to his works, which will be 
that of our death, and which may be much nearer than we are 
willing to imagine. Perhaps we may not live to the end of this 
very year : it will be the cafe of thoufands, who at this time are 
as regardlefs of it as we can be. What fecurity can we have 
againft a furprife, the confequences whereof are infinite and ir- 
retrievable, except that of a fincere and fpeedy converfion, of. 
being upon our guard againft temptations, of dedicating effec- 
tually this enfuing year and the remainder of our fhort lives to 
God, our laft end and only good, and frequently imploring his 
grace and mercy. It is our blefled Saviour's advice and injunc- 
tion : IVatch ye therefore ; praying at all times , . . . that you way is 
accounted worthy . • . to Jland before the fon of man ( 1 0). 



(9) Heb. x. 25. 

fenfible, would have occaiioned 
the autumnal equinox to have at 
length fallen on the day reckon- 
ed the fglftice, and in procefs of 
time, on that held for the vernal 
equinox. The Golden Number, 
or Grecian Cycle of the lunar 
years was likewifc defective. To 
remedy both which, pope Gre- 
gory XIII. in 1 582 eftablifhed the 
new ftyle. Scafiger, Tachet and 
Caflini have demonftratcd, that 

cycles might be chofen (till more 



(10) Luke xxi. 36. 

exact by fome few fecpnds : how- 
ever, this adopted by pope Gre* 
gory, befides being the eafieft in 
the execution, admits of no ma- 
terial error, or fenfible inconve- 
niency.' This correction of 

the ftyle was received by a6l of 
parliament* in Great-Britain, in 
1 752; for the promoting of which 
great praife is due to the two iU 
luftrious ornaments of the re- 
publick of letters, the earls of 

Cheflcrfield and Macclesfield. 
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The LIFE of 

■ 

8. FULG.ENTIU8, B. C. 

Extracted from his works ; and from his life, accurately written 
by a dijciple of great abilities , the companion of his exile $ and 
dedicated to Felician^ his fuccejfor in the fee of Rzefpa. 

A. D. 533. 

FABIUS Claudius Gordianus .Eu;gentius was 
the defcendant of a noble fenatorian family of Car- 
thage ; but much decayed in its fplendor by the invaiion of ihe 
Vandals. His father Claudius, being unjuftly deprived of his 
houfe in Carthage, which was made over to the Arian priefts, 
fettled at an eftate belonging to him at Telepte, the capital 
cify of the province of Byzacena. Our faint was born in 
468, about thirty years after the Barbarians had difmernbered 
Africa from the Roman empire. He was educated in fenti- 
ments of piety with his younger brother, under the care of 
his mother Mariana, who was left a young widow. Being by 
her particular direction taught the Greek very young, he 
fpoke it with as proper and exa£t. an accent as if it had been 
his native language. He alfo applied himfelf to Latin, and 
all the ufeful parts of human literature, under mafters diftin- 
gui filed for confummate abilities : yet he knew how to mingle 
bufinefs with ftudy ; for he took upon himfelf the regulation 
of the family concerns, in order to eafe his mother of the burr 
den. His prudent circumfpe&ion in all the affairs he tranf- 
a&ed, his virtuous condudt, his mild carriage to all, and 
more efpecially his deference for his mother, without whofc 
exprefs orders or approbation he never did any thing, 
caufed him to be beloved and admired wherever his name 
was known. He was choicn Procurator, that is, lieutenant- 
governor, and general receiver of the taxes . of Byzaccna. Bu{ 
it was not long before he grew difgufted with the world ; an 4 
being juflly alarmed at its dangers, he armed himfelf againft 
them by pious reading, affiduous prayer, and rigorous failing. 
His vifits to monaiieries were frequent; and happening, among 
other books of fpi ritual entertainment, to read a fermon of 
St. Auflin, on the thirty-iixth pfalm, in which that father 
treats of the vanity of the world and (be fliort duration of \ 

human 
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human life, he felt within him. ftrong defircs of embracing 
the monaftick ftate. 

Hunerick, the Arian king, had driven mod of the orthodox 
bifhops from their fees. One of thefe, named Fauftus, had 
erected a monaftery in Byzacena. It was to him that the 
young nobleman addrefled himfelf for admittance; but Fault us 
immediately objecting the tendernefs of his conftitution, dis- 
couraged his defires with words of fome harfhnefs : " Go, 
" faid he, and firft learn to live in the world abftracled from 
<€ its pleafures. Who can well fuppofe, that you on a fuddeq, 
u relinquifhing a life of foftnefs and eafe, can take up with 
tc our coarfe diet and cloathing, and can inure yourfelf to 
<c our watchings and faftings ?" The faint, with downcaft 
eyes, modeftly replied : ci He, who hath infpired me with 
** the will to ferve him, can alfo furnifh me with courage and 
<c ftrength." This humble, yet refolute anfwer, induced Fau- 
ftus to admit him on trial. The faint was then in the twenty- 
fecond year of his age. The news of fo un-thought of an 
event both furprized and edified the whole country; many 
even imitated the example of the governor. But Mariana his 
mother, in tranfports of grief, ran to the monaftery, crying 
out at the gates : 44 Fauftus ! reftore to mc, my ion ; to the 
* c people, their governor : the church always protects widows ; 
4C why then rob you me, a defolate widow, of my : ibn V* 
She perfifted feveral days in the fame tears, and cries. Nothing 
that Fauftus could urge was fufficient to calm her z or prevail 
with her to depart without her fon. This was certainly as 
great a trial of Fulgentius's refolution as it could well be put to ; 
but the love of God, having the attendant in his breaft, 
gave him a complete victory over all the fuggeftions of nature ; 
Fauftus approved his vocation, and accordingly recommended 
him to the brethren. The faint having now obtained all 
he wifhed for in this world, made over his eftate to his mother, 
to be difcrctionaliy clifpofed of by her in favour of his brother, 
as foon as he fhould be arrived at a proper age. He totally 
abftained from oil and and every thing favoury; from wine 
alfo, drinking only water. His mortifications brought on him 
a dangerous illuefs ; yet after recovery he abated nothing in 
them. The perfecution breaking out anew, Fauftus was obli- 
ged to withdraw, and our faint with his confent repaired to a 
neighbouring monaftery, of which Felix, the abbot, would 
fain refign to him the government. Fulgentius was much 
ilartled at the propofal, hut at length was prevailed upon to 
confent that they Ihould jointly execute the i unctions. It was 
admirable to obferve with what harmony thefe two holy abbots 

lor fix years governed the houfe. No contradiction ever took 

B 4 place 
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place between them ; each always contended to comply with 
the will of his collegue. Felix undertook the management of 
the temporal concerns 5 Fulgentius's province was to preach 
#nd inflrmS. 

In the year 499, the country being ravaged by an ir- 
ruption of the Numidians, the two abbots were neceiEtated 
tp fly to Sicca Veneria, a city of the proconfular province of 
Africa. Here it was, that ah Arian prieft ordered them to bq 
apprehended and fcourged on account of their preaching the 
confubftantiality of the Son of God. Felix feeing the execur 
tioners feize firft on Fulgentius, cried out : " Spare that 
* € poor brother of mine, whofe delicate complexion cannot 
* c bear torments 5 let them rather be my portion, who am 
ftrong of body." They accordingly at the inftigation of this 
wicked prieft felj on Felix firft, and the old man endured 
their ftripes with the greateft alacrity. When it was Fulgen- 
tius's turn to experience the fame rigorous treatment, he bore 
the lafhes with great patience ; but feeling the pain exceffive, 
that he might gain a little refpite and recruit his fpirits, he 
requefted his judge to give ear to fomething he had to impart 
to him. The executioners thereupon being commanded to 
defift, he began to entertain him with an accout of his travels. 
This favage* monfter expected nothing more than fome over- 
tures to be prppofed to him of an intention to yield ; but finding 
himfelf difappointed, in the utmoft rage, ordered his tor- 
ments to be redoubled. At length having glutted his barbarity, 
the confeflbrs were difmi fled, their cloaths rent, their bodies 
inhumanly torn, and their beards and hair plucked ofF. The 
very Arians were aftiamed of fuch cruelty, and their bifhop 
offered to punifji the prieft, if Fulgentius would but undertake 
his profecution, His anfwer was, that a chriftian is never al- 
lowed to feek revenge; and that for their parts it was 
incumbent on them not to lofe the advantage of patience, and 
the bleffings accruing from the forgiving of injuries. The two 
abbots, to avoid an additional effort of the fury of thefe hereticks, 
travelled to Ididi, on the confines of Mauritania. Here Ful- 
gentius went aboard a fhip for Alexandria, being defirous for 
the fake of greater perfection, to vifit the deferts of Egypt, 
renowned for the fanitity of the folitaries who dwelt there* 
But the yeflel touching at Sicily, St. Eulalius, abbot at Sy~ 
racufe, diverted him from his intended voyage, on alluring 
him, that " a perfidious diflenfion had fevered this country 
from, tlje communion of Peter (a)>* • meaning that Egypt 
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was full of herericks, with whom thofe that dwelt there were 
obliged either to join in communion, or be deprived of the 
facraments. The liberality and hofpitality of Fulgentius to 
the poor, out of the fmall pittance he received for his particu- 
lar fubfiftence, made Eulalius condemn himfelf of remifsriefe 
in thofe virtues, and for the future imitate fo laudable an. example. 

Our faint having laid afide the thoughts of purfuing 
his voyage to Alexandria, embarked for Rome, to offer up 
his prayers at the tombs of the apoftles. One day panlng 
thro' a Square called Palma Aurea, he faw Theodorick, the 
king of Italy, feated on an exalted throne, adorned with 
pompous ftate, furrounded by the fenate, and his court, with 
all the grandeur of the city difplayed in the grcateft mag- 
nificence : <c Ah ! faid Fulgentius, how beautiful mufr. the 
<c heavenly Jerufalem be, if earthly Rome be fo glorious I 
" What honour, glory, and joy will God beftow on. the 
iC faints in heaven, fince here in this perifhable life he 
" clothes with fuch fplendor the lovers and admirers of va- 
6C nity i" This happened towards the latter part of the year 
500, when that king made his firft entry into Rome. Ful- 
gentius returned home in a fhort time after, and was re- 
ceived with incredible joy. He built a fpacious monaftery in 
Byzacena, but retired to a cell himfelf, which was fituate on the 
fea-fhore. Here his time was employed in writing, reading, 
prayer, mortification, and the manual labour of making matts 
and umbrellas of palm-tree leaves. Fauftus, who was his 
bifhop, obliged him to refume the government of his mona- 
ftery j and many places at the fame time fought him for their 
bifhop. King Thrafimund having prohibited by edict the 
ordination of orthodox bifhops, feveral fees by this means had 
been Jong vacant and deftitute of paftors. The orthodox prelates 
refolved to remedy this inconveniency, as they effectually 
did ; but the king receiving intelligence of the matter, caufed 
Victor, the primate of Carthage, to be apprehended. All this 
time our faint lay concealed, though fought after eagerly by- 
many cities for their bifhop. Thinking the danger over, he 
appeared again : but Rufpa, now a little town called Alfaqucs 
in the diftricT: of Tunis, ftill remained without a paftor ; and 
by the confent of the primate, whilft detained in the cuftody 
ot the king's meflcngers, Fulgentius was forcibly taken out 
of his cell, and confecrated bifhop in 508. 

His new dignity made no alteration in his manners. 
He never wore the orarium 9 a kind of ftole then ufed by 
bifhops, nor other clothes than his ufual coarfc garb, 
which was the fame in winter and fummcr. He went fome- 

times barefoot : he never uncU'effed to take reft, and always 
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rofe to prayer before the midnight office. His diet chiefly 
confifted of pulfe and herbs, with which he contented 
himfelf, without confulting the palate's gratification by bor- 
rowed taftesj but in more advanced years, finding his 
fight impaired by fuch a regimen, he admitted the ufe of 
a little oil. It was only in very confiderable bodily indif- 
pofitions, that he fuffered a drop or two of wine to be mingled 
with the water which he drank ; and he never could be pre- 
vailed upon in any feeming neceflity to ufe the leaft quantity 
of flefh-meat, from the time of his monaftick profeflion till his 
death. His modefty, meeknefs, and humility, gained him the 
affections of all, even of the ambitious deacon Felix, who had 
oppofed his election, and whom the faint received, and treated 
with the mod cordial charity. His great love for a reclufe 
life induced him to build a monaftery near his own houfe at 
Rufpa, which he defigned to put under the direction of his 
ancient friend Felix 3 but before the building could be com- 
pleted, or he acquit himfelf to his wifti of his epifcopal duties, 
orders were ifllied from king Thrafimund, for his banilhment 
to Sardinia, with others, to the number of fixty orthodox bi- 
fhops. Fulgentius, tho' the youngeft of this venerable body 
•who were tranfported from Carthage to Sardinia, was notwith- 
Handing their fole oracle in all doubts, and their tongue and 
pen upon all occafionsj and not only of them, but even of 
the whole church of Africa. What fpread a brighter luftre 
on thefe amiable qualities, were the humility and modefty with 
which he always declared his fentiment : he never preferred 
his counfel to that of another ; his opinion he never intruded. 
Pope Symmachus, out of his paftoral care and charity, fent 
every year provifions in money and clothes to thefe champions 
of Chrift (1). A letter of this Pope to them is flill extant (2), 
in which he encourages and comforts them \ and it was at the 
fame time that he fent them certain rclicks of SS. Nazarius 
and Romanus, * c that the example and patronage (3), as he 
<c exprefles it, of thofe generous foldiers of Chrift, might 
w animate the confeflbrs to fight valiantly the battles of the 
cc Lord." St. Fulgentius with fome companions converted 
his houfe at Cagliari into a monaftery ; which immediately 
became the comfort of all in affliction, the refuge of the ; 
poor, and the oracle to which the whole country reforted f 
tor deciding their controvcrfies without appeal. In this re- 
tirement the faint compofed many learned trcatifes for con- 
firming 

{%) Anaftas. in Symmacho. Bar. ad ann. 504 Flcury Liv. 31. \ 
(2) Inter opera Ennodii. t. 4. Cone, Labb. col. 1300. , 
{$) Fatrocinia, I 
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• firming and inftru&ing the faithful in Africa. King Thra- 
v fimund hearing that he was their principal fupport, and 
their invincible advocate, was defirous of feeing him ; and 
having accordingly fent for him, appointed him lodgings 
In Carthage. The king then drew up a fet of objec- 
tions, to which he required his immediate anfwer : the 
faint without hefitation complied with, and difcharged the 
injunction ; and this is fuppofed to be his book, entitled, An 
fnfwer to ten objeclions. The king equally admired his humi- 
lity and learning, and the orthodox triumphed exceedingly in 
"the advantage their caufe gained by this piece. To prevent a 
fecond time the fame effect, the king, when he fent him new 
objections, ordered them to be only read to him. Fulgentius 
■refilled to give an anfwer in writing, unlefs he was allowed 
to take a copy of them. He addreffed, however, to the king 
an ample and modeft confutation of Arianifm, which we have 
under the title of his Three books to king Thrafonund. The 
prince was pleafed with the work, and granted him permiffton 
to refide at Carthage; till upon repeated complaints from 
the Arian bifhops of the fuccefs of his preaching, which 
threatened, they faid, a total extinction of their feet in 
Carthage, he was fent back to Sardinia in 520. Being 
ready to go aboard the fhip, he faid to a catholick whom he 
faw weeping : " Grieve not, Juliatus !" for that was his name, 
* 6 I fhall fhortly return, and we fball fee the true faith of 
,* c Chrift flourifh again in this kingdom, with full liberty to pro* 
} c fefs it ; but divulge not this fecretto any'' The event con** 
firmed the truth of the prediction. His humility concealed 
the multiplicity of miracles which he wrought, and he was wont 
to fay: " A perfon may b€ endowed with the gift of miracles, 
" and yet may lofe his foul: miracles infure not falvation^ 
• c they may indeed procure efteem and applaufej but what 
<c will it avail a man to be cneemed on earth, and after- 
" wards be delivered up to hell torments ?" If the fick for 
whom he prayed, recovered; to avoid being puffed up with 
vain-glory, he afcribed it wholly to the divine mercy. Being 
.returned to Cagliari, he erected a new monaftery near that 
"jcity, and was exceeding careful to fupply his monks with all 
^cceflarics, cfpecially in licknefs ; but would not fuffer them 
;sto afk for any thing, alledging: " that we ought to receive 
f all things, as from the hand of God, with refignation and 
J*' gratitude." Thus he was fenfiblc how conducive the un- 
\rcfei ved denial of the will is for perfecting ourfelyes in the paths 
/of virtue. 

King Thrafimund died in 523, having nominated Hil- 
;if«crick his fucceflbr. Knowing him inclined to favour the 
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orthodox* he exa&ed from him an oath, that he would never 
reftore their profeflion. To evade this, Hilderick, before the 
death of his predeceilbr, figned an order for the liberty of the 
orthodox churches, but never had the courage to declare 
himfelf of the fame belief ; his lenity having quite degene- 
rated into foftnefs and indolence. However, the profefTors 
of the true faith called home their paftors. The fhip 
which brought them back, was received at Carthage with 
the greateft demonftrations of joy : the fhore ecchoed far 
and near with repeated acclamations, more particularly when 
Fulgentius appeared on the upper deck of the veffeL The 
confeflbrs went {trait to the church of St. Agileus, to re- 
turn thanks to God, and were accompanied by thoufands ; 
but on their way, being furprifed with a fudden ftorm, the 
people to (hew their lingular regard for Fulgentius, made a 
kind of umbrella over his head with their cloaks, to defend him 
from the inclemency of the ftorm. The faint haftened to his 
own church, and immediately fet about the reformation of the 
abufcs that had crept in during the perfecution, which had 
now continued 70 years ; but this reformation was carried on 
with a fweetnefs, that won fooner or later the hearts of 
the moft vicious. In a council held at Junque, in 524, a 
certain biftiop, named Quodvultdeus, difputed the precedency 
with our faint, who made no reply, though he would not 
oppofe the council, which ordered him to take the firft 
place. The other refented this as an injury offered to the digni- 
ty of his fee ; and St. Fulgentius, in another council foon 
after, publickly requefted that Quodvultdeus might be allowed 
the precedency. His talents for preaching were fingular; 
and Boniface, the archbilhop of Carthage, never heard him, 
without watering, all the time, the ground with his tears, 
thanking God for having given fo great a paftor to his 
church. 

About a year before his death, he fecretly retired from all 
bufinefs into a mo nailery on the little ifland, or rock, called 
Circina, in order to prepare himfelf for his pafTagc to eter- 
nity, which he did with extraordinary fervour. The nc- 
ccfTities and importunities of his flock recalled him to Rufpa 
a little before his exit. He bore the violent pains of his laft 
illncfs for feventy days with admirable patience, having this 
player almoft always in his mouth (/>) : " Lord, grant me 
ct patience now. and hereafter mercy and pardon." The phyli- 
cians adviied him the ufe of baths ; to whom he anfwercd. 
tc Can baths make a mortal man cfcape death, when his life 

« is 
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« c is arrived at its final period i" He would abate nothing of his 
ufual aufterities, without an abfolute neceffity. In his agony, 
^calling for his clergy and monks, who were all in tears, 
'?he begged pardon, if he had ever offended any one of them ^ 
jie comforted them, gave them fome fhort moving inft ruc- 
tions, and calmly breathed forth his pious foul in the year 

'5339 an< * °^ a g e tne 65th, on tne nr ^ °f January, on 
i which day his name occurs in many calendars foon after his 
.wdeath, and in the Roman ; but in fome few, on the 16th of 
$May ; at which time his relicks were tran flared to Bourges, 
£in France, where they ftill remain depofited (4). His dif- 
)ciple relates, that Pontian, a neighbouring bifhop, was aftii- 
•red in a vifion of his glorious immortality. The veneration 
ffor his virtues was fuch, that he was interred within the 
? church, contrary to the law and cuftom of that age, as is 
remarked by the author of his life. St, Fulgentius pro- 
pofed to himfelf St, Auftin for model ; and as a true difciple, 
imitated him in his conduct ; faithfully expounding his doctrine, 
and imbibing his fpirit (c). 



\On this day are alfo commemorated St. Odilo, St. Almachus, and 

St. Eugendus. 

; St. Odilo was the fixth abbot of Cluni, in which dignity he fuc- 
ceeded St. Mayeul, in 991. He laboured to fubdue his carnal ap- 
petites by rigorous fafling, wearing hair-cloth next his fkin, and 
iludded iron chains. Notwithstanding thofe aufterities practifed on. 
himfelf, his carnage to others was molt mild and humane. It was 
ufual with him to fay, that of two extremes, he chofe rather to 
offend by tendernefs, than a too rigid feverity. In a great famine 

in 

{4) Baillet, p. x6. 
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(<•) This holy father's works arc 
chiefly polemical, againit the Ari- 
ans, Pelagians, and Neflorians. 
'The fmall number of his fer- 
hnons and letters now extant, en- 
jforce frequently the obligation of 
ialrns-deeds. His excellent book 
^Pn faith to Peter, was addreffed 
5° 11 pcrfon of that name, who, 
preparing for a journey to Jeru- 
salem, requeued the faint to fur- 

\ I * ft 1 * 

mxln nun with a compendious 
rule of faith, which might be a 
Prcfcrvativc to him againit all 
heretics ; he particularly infills on 
the unity of the church, *« out 



of which no one can be fayed" 
As well in this, as in his other 
trcatifes, his reasoning is jult, 

corroborated both by fcripture 
and tradition. His writings dif- 

covcr a deep penetration, clear 
conception, and an admirable 
perfpicuity in the dittion : but 
fceming apprehenfive of not hav- 
ing fufheicntly inculcated his mat- 
ter, he is diffiifivc, and runs into 
repetitions. The belt edition ex- 
tant of the works of St Ful- 
gentius was published in quarto, 
at Paris, in 1684. 
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in 1006, his liberality to the poor was by many centered as pro- 
fufe ; for he melted down the facred vefTels and ornaments, and 
fold the gold crown St. Henry made a prefent of to that abbey, to 
relieve their neceflities. Being moved by feveral vifions, he infti- 
tuted the annual commemoration of all the faithful departed, to 
be obferved by the members of his community with alms, prayers, 
and facrifices, for the relief of the fufFering fouls in purgatory; 
and this charitable devotion he often much recommended. He was 
very devout to the Blefled Virgin ; and above all facred myfteries, 
that of the divine incarnation employed his particular attention. 
As they were finging that verfe in the church : " thou being to 
" take upon thee to deliver man, didft not abhor the womb of 
virgin melting away with the tendered: emotions of love, 
he fell to the ground ; the extatick agitations of his body bearing 
evidence to that heavenly fire which glowed in his foul. Moft ot 
his fermons extant treat of the myfteries of our redemption, or of 
the Blefied Virgin. He excelled in an eminent fpirit of com- 
pun£lion, and contemplation. Whilfl he was at prayer, trickling 
tears often watered his cheeks. Neither importunities, nor com- 
pulsion could prevail upon him to fubmit to his being elected arch- 
bifhop of Lyons. Having patiently fuffered during five years the 
- moft painful difeafes, he died of thecholick, at Souvigny, in Bour- 
bonnois, whillt employed in the vifitation of his monafteries, Ja<» 
nuary i, 1049, being then eighty-feven years old, and having been 
forty -fix years abbot. He would be carried to the church, to aflift 
at the divine office, even in his agony ; and having received the 
viaticum and extreme-unclion the day before, -he expired on fack- 

cloth ftrewed with afhes on the ground. See his life, by his dif- 

ciple Lotfald, as alfo, by St. Peter Damian. 

St. Almachus, or Telemaciius, M. was a holy folitary of the 
Baft, -but being excited by the ardours of a pious xeal in his defert, 
and pierced with grief, that the impious diverfion of gladiators 
mould caufe the damnation of fo many unhappy fouls, and involve 
whole cities and provinces in fin ; he travelled to Rome, refolved, 
as far as in him lay, to put a ftop to this crying evil. Whilfl: the 
gladiators were maflacring each other in the amphitheatre, he ran 
in among them ; but as a rccompence for his kind rcmonflrance, 
and entreating them to dealt, he was beaten down to the ground, 
and torn in pieces, on the firft of January 404. His zeal had its 
defired fuccels ; for the eflufion of his blood cfFe&ed, what till 
that time many emperors had found impracticable. Conftantinc, 
Conftantius, Julian, and Theodofius the elder, had, to no purpofc, 
publilhcd feveral edicts againft thofe impious fcencs of blood. But 
Honorius took occafion from the martyrdom of this faint, to enforce 
their entire abolition. His name occurs in the martyrology of Bedc, 
in the Roman and others. — — See Theodoret, Hilt. L 5. c. 26, 
torn. 3. page 740. 

St. Rue en dus, in French Oyknd, abbot, fuccecded the two 
brothers St. Komanus and St. .Lupicituiw, the holy founders of the 

abbey 
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"abbey of Condate His clothes were fack-cloth, the fame in fum- 
mer as in winter. He took only one fmall refe&ion in the day, 
which was ufually after fun-fet. He inured himfelf to cold and 
all mortifications ; and was fo dead to himfelf, as to feem inca- 
pable of betraying the leaft emotion of anger. By meeknefs he 
overcame all injuries. His prayer was almoft continual, and his 
devotion, fo tender, that the hearing of a pious word was fufEcient 
vifibly to enflame his foul, and to throw him fbmetimes into rap- 
cures even in publick, and at table. His ardent iighs to be united 
with his God, were moft vehement during his laft illnefs. He 
breathed forth his happy foul about the year 5 10, and of his age 
61. The great abbey of Condate, in Franche-comte, -feven leagues 
from Geneva on mount Jura or Mont-jou, received from this faint 
the name of St Oyend j till in the thirteenth century it exchanged 
it for that of St. Claude: who having refigned the biihoprick of Be- 
fanzon, which fee he had_ governed feven years in great fanttity, 
lived 55 years abbot of this houfe, a perfeft copy of the virtues of 
St. Oyend, and died in 581. He is honoured on the fixth of 
June. His body remains entire to this day ; and his (hrine is 'the 
moft celebrated place of re fort for pilgrims in all France (d). 
See the life of St. Oyend by a difciple, in Bollandus and Mabillon. 
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JANUARY 2. 



St. Macarius of Alexandria, Anchoret. 



frFrom PalladiuS) biflnp of HeIenopolis y who had been bis dif- 
ijj ciple-y Rufin^ and others in Rofwcide and D*AndiUy\ Sec 
v Tillemonty t. 8. />. 626. 

A. D. 394. 



ST. Macarius the younger, a citizen of Alexandria, 
followed the bufinefs of a confectioner. Dcfirous to 



M'erve God with his whole heart, he forfook the world in the 
Mower of his age, and (pent upwards of fixty years in 
She defer ts in the excrcifcof fervent penance and contemplation. 



He 



> (d) The rich abbey of St. ing the monaftcry, converted it 

fplaude gave rife to a confi- into the cathedral. The canons, tt> 

dornbic town built about it, which gain admittance, muft give proof 

j^vas made an epifcopal fee by of their nobility for fixteen de- 
Ithe 



gMu: prcfent pope Benedict the grecs, eight paternal 
BKIVth. in 1743 ; who zeculuriz- many maternal. 



and as 
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He firft retired into Thebais, or Upper Egypt, about the year 
335? and lived fometime under St, Antony, who is reported, 
at his death, to have left him his ftaff. Having learned the 
maxims, and being verfed " in the practice of the moft perfect 
virtue under mailers renowned for their fanclity ; ft ill aiming a 
if poffible, at greater perfection, he quitted the Upper Egypt, 
and came to the Lower before the year . 373. In this part were 
three great deferts almoft: adjoining to each other ; that of Scete, 
fo called from a town of the fame name ; and that of the 
Cells, this name being given to it on account of the multitude 
of hermit-cells with which it abounded. The third was 
called from a great mountain, the defert of Nitria. St. 
Macarius had a cell in each of thefe deferts ; when he dwelt 
in that of Nitria, it was his cuftom to give advice to ftran- 
gers , but his chief refidence was in that of the Cells. Each 
anchoret had here his feparate cell, which he made his con- 
tinued abode, except on faturday and funday, when all af- 
fembled in one church to celebrate the divine myfteries, and 
partake of the holy communion. If any one was abfent, he 
was concluded to be fick, and was vifited by the reft. When 
a ftranger came to live among them, every one offered him 
his cell, and was ready to build another for himfelf. Their 
Cells were not within fight of each other. Their manual la- 
bour, which was that of making bafkets or matts, did not 
interrupt the prayer of the heart. A profound lilence reigned 
throughout the whole defert. Our faint received here the 
dignity of priefthood, and {hone as a bright fun influencing 
this holy company, whilft St. Macarius the elder lived no lefs 
eminent in the wildernefs of* Scete, forty miles diftant. Pal- 
ladius has recorded (1) a memorable inftance of the great 
felf-denial profefled and obferved by thefe holy hermits. A 
prefent was made of a newty gathered bunch of grapes to St. 
Macarius; the holy man .carried it to a neighbouring monk 
who was fick ; he fent it/ to ajipther : it pafled in like manner 
to all the cells in the defert, and was brought back to Maca- 
rius, whp was exceedingly rejoiced to perceive the abftinencc 
of his brethren, but would not eat of the grapes himfelf. 

The auftcritics of all the inhabitants of that defert were 
extraordinary ; but St. Macarius in this regard far furpaflcd 
the reft- God had given him a body capable of bearing the 
greatcft rigours j and his fervour was fo intenfe, that what- 
ever fpi ritual excrcife he heard of, or fiiw pradlWed by 
others, he refolvcd to copy the fame. The reputation of 
the monaftery of Tabenna under St. Pachomius, drew him 
to this place in difguife, fome time before the year 349. 

(1) Mill, c, 20. 
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St. Pachomius told him that he feemed too far advanced iii 
years, to begin to accuflom himfelf to their fallings and 
watchings ; but at length admitted him, on condition he would 
♦ obferve all the rules and mortifications of the houfe. Lent 
approaching foon after, the monks were afiiduous in prepara- 
tions to pafs that holy time in aufterities, each according to 
his firength and fervour; fome by falling one, others two, 
three, or four days, without talcing any kind of nourishment ; 
, fome {landing all day, others only fitting at their work. 
Macarius took fome palm-tree leaves fleeped in water, as 
materials for his work, and flanding in a private corner, 
pafled the whole time without eating, except a few green 
cabbage leaves on fundays. His hands were employed 
in almoft continual labour, and his heart converfed with 
God by prayer. If he left his flation on any preffing occa- 
fion, he never flayed one moment longer than necefiity re- 
quired. Such a prodigy aftonifhed the monks, who even 
remonflrated to the abbot at Eafler againft a Angularity of this 
nature, which, if tolerated, might on feveral accounts be pre- 
judicial to their community. St. Pachomius entreated God 
to know who this ftranger was, and learning by revelation 
that he was the great Macarius, embraced him, thanked 
him for his edifying vifit, and defired him to return to his 
defert, and there offer up his prayers for them. Our faint 
happened one day inadvertently to kill a gnat that was biting 
him in his cell j reflecting that he had loft the opportunity of 
fufrering that mortification, he haftened from his cell for the 
marfhes of Sccte, which abound with great flies, whofe flings 
pierce even wild boars. There he continued fix months ex- 
pofed to thofe ravaging infects ; and to fuch a degree was his 
whole body disfigured by them with fores and fwellings, that 
when he returned he was only to- be known by his voice. 
Some authors relate (3), that he did this to overcome a temp-f 
tation of the flefh. 

The virtue of this great faint was often cxercifed with 
temptations. One was a fuggeftion to quit his defert and go. 
to Rome, to ferve the fick in the hofpitals; which, by due 
reflection, he difcovcrcd to be a fecret artifice of vainglory 
inciting him to attract: the eyes and eflcem or the world. 
True humility alone could difcovcr the fnare which lurked 
Wilder the fpecious glofs of holy charity. Finding this 
Jenemy extremely importunate, lie threw himfelf on the 
^ground in his cell, and cried out to the fiends : " Drag 
mc hence, if you can, by force, for I will not fiir." 

* Vol, 1. C Thiw 



(3) Rofwcidc, b. 8. c. 20* 
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Thus he lay till night, and by this vigorous refinance, they 
were quite di farmed. As foon as he arofe they renewed the 
aflault ; and he to Hand firm againft them, filled two great 
bafkets with fand, and laying them on his flioulders, tra- 
velled along the wiidernefs. A perfon of his acquaintance 
meeting him, afked him what he meant, and made an offer of 
eafing him of his burden ; but the faint made no other reply 
than this : " I am tormenting my tormentor/' He returned 
home in the evening much fatigued in body, but freed from the 
temptation. Palladius informs us, that St. Macarius, defiring 
to enjoy more perfectly the fweets of heavenly contemplation, 
at leaft for five days without interruption, immured him- 
felf within his cell for this purpofe, and faid to his foul : 
<c Having taken up thy abode in heaven, where thou haft God 
cc and his holy angels to converfe with, fee that thou defcend 
ce not thence : regard not earthly things /' The two firft days 
his heart overflowed with divine delights ; but on the third he 
met with fo violent a difturbance from the devil, that he was 
obliged to ftop fhort of his defign and return to his ufual man- 
ner of life. Contemplative fouls often defire, in times of hea- 
venly confofation, never to be interrupted in the glorious em- 
ployment of love and praife: but the functions of Martha, 
the frailty and neceflities of the human frame, and the tempta- 
tions of the devil, force them, though reluctant, from their 
beloved object. Nay, God oftentimes withdraws himfelf, as 
the faint obferved on this occafion, to make them fenfible of 
their own weaknefs, and that this life is a ftate of trial. St. 
Macarius once faw in a vifion devils clofing the eyes of the 
monks to drowzinefs, and tempting them by diverfe methods to 
diffractions, during the time of publick prayer. Some, as often 
as they approached, chafed them away by a fecret fupernatural 
force, whilft others were in dalliance with their fuggeftions. 
The faint burft into fighs and tears ; and, when prayer was 
ended, admoniflied every one of his diftractions, and of the 
fnares of the enemy, with an earned exhortation to employ, in 
that facrcd duty, a more than ordinary watchfulnefs againft 
his attacks. 

Palladius, who from 39 1, lived three years under our faint> 
was cyc-witnefs to feveral miracles wrought by him. He re- 
lates, that a certain prieft, whofc head, in a manner {hocking 
to behold , was confumcd by a cancerous fore, came to his cell, 
but was rcfufed admittance ; nay, the faint at fir ft would not 
even fpeak to him. Palladius by earneft entreaties ftrovc to 
prevail upon him to give at leaft fome anfwer to fo great an 
object of companion. Macarius, on the contrary, urged that 

he was unworthy, and that God, to punifh him for a fin of 

the 
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the flefh he was addi&ed to, had afflicted him with this dis- 
order : however, that upon his fincere repentance and promife 
never more during his life to prefume to celebrate the divine 
myfteries, he would* intercede for his cure. The prieft confefled 
his fin, with a promife, purfuant to the ancient canonical dis- 
cipline, never after to perform any priefHy fundtion. The faint 
thereupon abfolved him by the impofition of hands - 9 and a few 
days after the prieft came back perfectly healed, glorifying God, 
and giving thanks to his fervant. Palladius found himfelf 
tempted to fadnefs on a fuggeftion from the devil, that he made 
no progrefs in virtue, and that it was to no purpofe for him to 
remain in the defert. He confulted his mafter, who bad him 
perfevere with fervour, never dwell on the temptation, and al- 
ways anfwer inftantly the fiend : <c My love for Jefus Chrift 
c6 will not fuffer me to quit my cell, where I am determined 
cc to abide in order to pleafe and ferve him agreeably to his 
« will." 

The two faints of the name of Macarius happened one day 
to crofs the Nile together in a boat, when certain tribunes, or 
principal officers, who were there with their numerous trains 
could not help obferving to each other, that thofe men 
from the chearfulnefs of their afpe£t muft be exceeding happy 
in their poverty. Macarius of Alexandria, alluding to their 
name, which in Greek fignifies happy y made this anfwer. cc You 
* c have reafon to call us happy, for this is our name. But if 
<c we are happy in delpiling the world, are not you miferable 
" who live flaves to it ?" Thefe words uttered with a tone of 
voice exprefiive of an interior conviction of their truth, had 
fuch an effect on the tribune who firft fpoke, that haftening 
home, he diftributed his fortune among the poor, and embraced 
an eremitical life. In 375 both thefe faints were baniftied for 
the catholick faith, at the inftigation of Lucius, the Arian 
patriarch of Alexandria. Our faint died in the year 394. The 
Latins commemorate him on the fecond, the Greeks with the 
elder Macarius, on the nineteenth of January, 

On the fame day arc commemorated many holy martyrs through- 
out the provinces of the Roman empire ; who, when Diocletian in 
303, commanded the holy fcriptures, wherever found, to be burnt, 
chofe rather to fuffer torments and death than to be acccflbry to 
their being deflxoyed , by furrendering them into the hands of the 
profefied enemies of their Author. 

Alfo St. Concord jus M. An holy fubdeacon, who in the 
reign of Marcus Antoninus, was apprehended in a defert, and 
brought before Torquntus, governor of Umbria, then rending at 
Spolctto. The martyr, paying no regard to his promifea, or 

C z threats);, 
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threats, in the firft interrogatory was beaten with clubs, and in the 
fecond was hung on the rack, but in the height of his torments, 
he chearfully fang: Glory be to thee, Lord Jems!" Three 
days after, two foldiers were fent by Torquatus, to behead him in 
the dungeon, unlefs he would offer facrifice to an idol, which a 
prieft, who accompanied them, carried with him for this purpofe. 
The faint mewed his indignation by fpitting upon the idol j upon 

which one of the foldiers ftruck off his head. See his adls in 

Bolandus, or Tillemont. 

Alfo, St. Adelard, pronounced Alard(«), grandfon of Charles 
Mattel, and couun-german to Charlemagne, was created by that 
king count of his palace. At twenty-years of age, in 773, he took 
the monaftick habit at Corbie in Picardy, a great monaftery founded 
by queen Bathildes in 662. Being appointed gardiner of the com- 
munity, while his hands were employed in the bufinefs of his call- 
ing, his thoughts were on God and heavenly things. He was 
railed by compulfion to the dignity of abbot, and fome time after 
obliged to quit his monaftery, and take upon him the charge 
of chief minifter to Pepin, king of Italy, who appointed him at 
his death, tutor to his fon Bernard, then but twelve years of 
age. The faint even in council appeared recollected and attentive to 
God, and would haflen from his employments to his chamber, or the 
chappel, there to plunge his heart in the center of its happinefs. 
During the time of his prayers, tears ufually flowed from him in great 
abundance, efpecially on confidering his own miferies, and his di- 
Jftance from his God He fuffered an unjuft banifhmcnt of fix years 
in the little ifland of Heri, from Lewis Debonnair ; but he re- 
garded it as his gain, as in it his tranquility and gladnefs of foul 
met with no interruption. This emperour, at length fenfible of his 
innocence, recalled him in the moft honourable manner, andftudied 
to repair the injury done him by the greatest favours. The good 
old man would receive advice from the meaneft, of his monks with 
an aftonilhing humility. When intreatcd by any to moderate his 
aufterities, he frequently anfwered : " I will take care of your fer~ 
vant, that he may fcrve you the longer," meaning himfelf. Befides 
fcveral hofpitals, he founded in 822 the abbey of New Corbie, nine 
leagues from Padcrborne in Germany, which he defigncd as a 
nurfcry of evangelical labourers for the inftruftion and convcrfion 
of the northern nations. He died at Old Corbie, January the fe- 
cond, in the year 827, and of his age 73. Many towns in the 

Low Countries regard St Alard as their principal patron. See 

his Life, by Pafchafms Radbertus, his difciple. 

JANUARY 

(a) It was ufual among the dobcrt, or Rigobert, for Robert ; 
ancient French, to add to certain Clovis for Louis 9 Clothairc ibr 
words fyllables, or letters, which Lothaire, &c« 
they did not pronounce ; at Chro-* 
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St. PETER BALSAM, M 



From his valuable a£ls in Ruinart, p. 501. See Tillemont^ 7". 5. 

AJfe?nani Aft. Mart. Occid. T. 2. p. 206. 

A. D. 311. 

PETER BALSAM, a native of the territory of Eleuthe- 
ropolis, in Paleftine, was apprehended at Aulane in the 
perfecution of Maximinus. Being brought before Se/erus, go- 
vernor of the province, the interrogatory began by afking 
him his name. Peter anfwered : " Balfam is the name of 
c< my family; but I received that of Peter in baptifin." Se- 
verus, <c Of what family, and of what country are you ? 5 * 
Peter. <c I am a chriftian." Severus. " What is your 
employ ?" Peter. " What employ can I have more ho- 
cc nourable, or what better thing can I do in the world than to 
cc live a chriftian." Severus. cc Do you know the imperial 
ec cdicls?" Peter. " I know the laws of God, the fo- 
c< vereign of the univerfe." Severus. cc You fhall quickly 
ec know that there is an edifl: of the moft clement cmperours 
" commanding all to facrifice to the gods, or to be put to 
c- death." Peter. 4C You will alfo know one day that 
" there is a law of the eternal king, proclaiming that every 
* c one fliall perifh, who offers facrifice to devils : which do you 
tc counfel me to obey, and which, do you think, fhould be 
<c my option ; to die by your fword, or to be condemned to 
<c everlafting mifery, by the fentence of the great king, the 
true God?" Severus. <c Seeing you afk my advice, it is 
then that you obey the edict, and facrifice to the gods." 
Peter. " I can never be prevailed upon to facrifice to gods 
of wood and ftone, as thole are which you adore." Sevhrus. 
** I would have you know that it is in my power to re- 
venge thefe affronts by your death." Peter. " I had 
* c no intention to affront you. I only expreffed what is 

" written in the divine law: Severus, " Have com- 
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<c paflion on yourfelf and facrifice." Peter. cc If I am truly 
<c companionate to myfelf, I ought not to facrifice." Se- 
verus. " My defire is to ufe lenity ; I therefore ftill do 
€C allow you time to confider with yourfelf, that you may 
<fi fave your life." Peter. <c This delay will be to no pur- 
* c pofe, for I fhall not alter my mind : do now what you 
* 6 will be obliged to do foon, and complete the work, which 
<c the devil, your father^ has begun -> for I will never do what 
* 6 Jesus Christ forbids me." 

Severus, on hearing thefe. words, ordered him to be hoi (led 
on the rack, and whilft he was fufpended in the air, fa id to 
him fcoffing : 6C What fay you now, Peter ! Do you begin to 

know what the rack is? Are you yet willing to facrifice ?" 
Peter anfwered : ic Tear me with iron hooks, and talk not of 
* c my facrificing to your devils : I have already told you, that 
* c I will facrifice to that God alone for whom I fufFer." Here- 
upon the governour commanded his tortures to be redoubled. 
The martyr far from fetching the leaft figh, fung with alacrity 
thofe verfes of the royal prophet : One thing I have ajked 
of the Lord ; this will I feck after : that I may dive 1 1 in the 
ho ufe of the Lord all the days of my Hfe{i)» I will take the 
chalice of fa/vat i on. and will call upon the name of the Lord (2). 
The governour called forth frefh executioners to relieve the firft, 
now fatigued. The fpe&ators feeing the martyr's blood run 
down in flreams, cried out to him : " Obey the emperours : fa- 
<tf crifice, and refcue yourfelf from thefe torments." Peter re- 
plied : w Do you call thefe torments ? I, for my part, feel no 
* c pain : but this I know, that if I am not faithful to my God, 
<c I mufl expect real pains, fuch as cannot be conceived." The 
judge alfo faid : cc Sacrifice, Peter Balfam! or you will repent 
« c it." Peter. 4< Neither will I facrifice, nor fhall I re- 
<c pent it." Severus. " I am juft ready to pronounce fen- 
<c tence." Peter. " It is what I molt earneftly defire." 
Severus then dictated the fentence in this manner.— ~~ cc It is 
« our order, that Peter Balfam, for having refufed to obey the 
c< edict of the invincible emperours, and having contemned 
<c our commands, after obftinately defending the law of 
ct a man crucified, be himfclf nailed to a crofs." Thus 
it was that this glorious martyr fin ifticd his triumph at Aulane, 
on the third of January, on which day he is honoured in the 
Roman Manyrology, and that of Beck. 

On 



(0 Pf. xxvi, 4. 
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On the fame DAY. 

St. Anterus, pope. He fucceeded St. Pontianus in 235. He 
fat only one month, and ten days. He is ftyled a martyr by Bede, 
Ado, and the prefent Roman Marty rology. 

St. Gordius, martyred at Caefarea, in Cappadocia, was a cen- 
turion in the army, but retired into the deferts when the perfec- 
tion was firfl: raifed by Dioclefian. The defire of ihedding his 
blood for Chrift made him quit his folitude, whilft the people of that 
city were aflembled in the Circus (a) to foleinnize publick games in 
honour of Mars. His extenuated body, long beard and hair, and 
ragged cloths drew on him the eyes of the whole aflembly ; yet, 
with this ftrange garb and mien, the graceful air of majefty that ap- 
peared in his countenance commanded veneration. Being examined 
by the governour, and loudly confefling his faith, he was condemned 
to be beheaded. Having fortified himfelf by the fignof the crofs(3), 
he joyfully received the deadly blow. St. Bafil, on this feftival, 
pronounced his panegyrick at Casfarea, in which he fays, feveral of 
his audience had been eye-witne/Tes of the martyr's triumph. 

St, Genevieve, or Genovefa, V. chief patronefs of the city of 
Paris. She was born at Nanterre, about the year 422, and at 
the age of feven was honoured with the bleffing, and a predic- 
tion of St. Germanus of Auxerre, portending her future fan&ity. 
This prelate alfo, at the fame time, gave her a brafs medal, 
on which a crofs was engraved, to wear always - about her neck; 
to put her in mind of the promife fhe had already made him to con- 
secrate her virginity to God. This fhe did about the age of fifteen, 
before the archbifhop of Paris, together with feveral other young per- 
fons of her fex. From that time, Ihe eat only twice in the week, on 
Sundays and Thurfdays. Her food was barley bread with a few beans. 
At the age of fifty, by the command of certain bifhops Ihe mi- 
tigated this aufterity, fo far as to allow herfelf a moderate ufe 
of fifh and milk. Her prayer was almoft continual, and generally 
attended with a large flow of tears. After the death of her pa- 
rents her chief abode was at Paris ; and ihe illuftrated not only 
that city, but alfo Meaux, Laon, Tours, Orleans, and all other 
places wherever fhe went, with miracles and remarkable predic- 
tions. God permitted her to undergo fome fevere trials. For at a 
certain time, all perfons indifcriminately feemed to be in a combi- 
nation againil her, and perfecute her under the opprobrious names 
of viftonary, hypocrite, and the like imputations, all tending to 
afperfe her innocency. The arrival of St Germanus at Paris, on 
his fecond journey to Britain, for fome time filcnced her calumnia- 

C 4 tors* 

(3) *Zuv7u vov rvTroif t£ tuvqS Trepfyguif/uc. St. Bafil. T. 1. p. 452. 

(*) The Circus was a ring or large place wherein the people fat 

and faw the publick games. 
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tors. But it was not long 'ere the ftorm burft out anew, her enemies 
being fully determined to drown her, when the archdeacon of Auxerre 
arrived with Eulogies^ or blefied bread fent her by St. Germanus, 
as a teflimony of his particular efteem for her virtues, and token of 
communion. This circumftance, fo providentially opportune, con- 
verted their prejudices into a fingular veneration for her during the 
remainder of her life. The French, or Franks had pofTefled them- 
felves of the better part of Gaul ; and Childerick, their king at that 
time, had made himfelf matter of Paris. Though a pagan, he 
refpedted St. Genevieve, and at her charitable requeft, often re- 
leafed prifoners, and did feveral other acts of royal bounty and 
clemency. King Clovis embraced the chriftian faith in the life- 
time of St. Genevieve ; and our faint feems to have died foon after 
that prince, in 512, being then in the eighty. T ninth year of her 
age. She was interred in the church of SS. Peter and Paul, which; 
not long after, afTumed her name, with the adjoining monallery of 
canon-regulars Among other miracles, a grievous and ravaging 
peftilence, called the burning plague, which in 1.129, had fvvepc 
away 1 4000 perfons, fuddenly ceafed on imploring her interceflion, 
at a folemn proceffion, in which her Ihrine was carried. Pope In- 
nocent II. coming to Paris the year following, after having 
pafied a careful fcrutiny on the miracle, ordered an annual feftival 

an commemoration of it at Pari 4 *, on the 26th of November. ■ 

See this faint's life, by a cotemporary author, in Eollandus and 

Tillemont, T, 16. p, 622. 
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St. TITUS, Difciple of St. Paul. B, 

See Tillemont^ T. 2, Cahnet^ T. 8. 

ST. Titus was born a Gentile, and feenis. to have been 
converted by St. Paul, who calls hi pi his ton in Chrift. 
His extraordinary virtue and merit gained him the particular 
efteem and afleclion of this apoflle; for we find him employed 
as his fecretary and interpreter ; and he ftyles him I)is bro- 
ther, and copartner in his labours. In the year 51, he ac- 
companied hijn to tlie cuunul that was. Jield at Jei ufalein a on 
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the fubjeQ: • of the Mofaick rites. Though the apoftle had 
confented to the circumcifion of Timothy, in order to ren- 
tier his minifhy acceptable among the Jews, he would not al- 
low the fame in Titus, apprehenfive of giving thereby a 
fanction to the error of certain falfe brethren, who contended 
that the ceremonial in/ritutes of the Mofaick law, were not abo- 
lifhed by the law of grace. Towards the clofe of the year 56, 
St. Paul fent Titus from Ephefus. to Corinth, with full com- 
mifflon to remedy the feveral fubjeels of fcandal, as alio to al- 
Jay the difTenfions in that church. He was there received with 
great tefti monies of refpecl:, and was perfectly fatisfied with 
regard to the penance and. fubmiflion of the offenders; but 
could not be prevailed upon to accept from them any prefent, 
not even fo much as his own maintenance. His love for 
that church was very confiderable, and at their requeft he in- 
terceded with St... Paul for the pardon of the inceftuous, man- 
He was fent the fame year by tfre.apoftle a fecond time to Co- 
rinth, to prepare the alms that church defigned for. the poor 

cbriftians at Jerufalem. 

St. Paul, after his firft imprifonment, returning from Rome 
into the eaft, made fome ftay in the ifland of Crete, to preach 
there the faith of Jesus Christ : but the necefiities of other 
churches requiring his prefence elfewhere, he ordained his be- 
loved difciple Titus bifhop of that ifland, and left him to finifh 
the work he had fuccefsfully begun. 44 We may form a judg- 
" ment, fays St. Chryfoftome ( 1 ), from the importance of the 
tc charge, how great the efteem of St. Paul was for his dif- 
ciple." But finding the lofs of fuch a companion too material 
at his return into Europe the year after, the apoftle ordered him to 
meet him at Nicopolis in Epirus, where he intended to pafs the 
winter, and to fet out for that place as foon as either Tychichus, 
or Arthemas, whom he had fent to fupply his place during li is ab- 
fence, fhould arrive in Crete. St* Paul fent thefe inftrucrions to 
Titus, in the canonical epiftle addrefled to him, when on his 
journey to Nicopolis, in Aufumn, ; in the year 64. He ordered 
him to eftablifli Priejis{n) y that is, Bifhops, as St. Jerom, St, 
Chryfoftome, and Thcodorct expound it, in all the cities of the 
ifland. He funis up the principal qualities ncccfliiiy for a bi- 
fhop, and gives him particular advice touching his own con- 
duct to his flock, exhorting him to hold to liricUncls of dis- 
cipline, hut fcafoned with lenity. 'J 'Ins cpillle contains the 
rule of epi (copal life, and as fuch, wc may ic«.ircl it as faith- 
fully copied in the life of this difciple. in the vear 65, we 

find 
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find him fen t by St. Paul to preach in Dalmatia (3). He again 
returned to Crete, and fettled the faith in that, and the ad- 
jacent little iflands. All that can be affirmed further of him is, 
that he finifhed a laborious and holy life by a happy death in 
Crete, in a very advanced old age, fome ailed ge in the 94th 
year of his age. The cathedral of the city Candia, which 
now gives its name to the whole ifland, bears his name, and 
his head is (hewn in it entire. The Turks leave this church in 
the hands of the chriftians. 

On the fame DAY 

St. Gregory, B. He was one of the principal fenators of Autun, 
and continued from the death of his wife a widower till the age of 
7, at which time, for his Angular virtues, he was compelled from 
is private penitential life and confecrated bifliop of Langres, which 
fee he governed with admirable prudence and zeal thirty-three 
years, and died in 54 1.» See, his miracles recorded by St. 

Gregory of Tours. Vit. Patr. c. 7. Hift. Franc. 1. 3. c. 15. 19. 

St. Ricobert, or Robert. He was bifhop of Rheims, was 
favoured with the gift of miracles, and fuffered an unjuft hanifh- 
ment under Charles Martel, ia 743. 

(3) a Tim. iv. 10. 





JANUARY 




( 27 ) 

* 




JANUARY 5. 

St. SIMEON STYLITES, C. 

From the account given of him by Theodoret, one of the mofi ju- 
dicious and ?noJi learned prelates of the churchy who lived in the 
fame country, and often viftted him : this account was written fix- 
teen years before the fainfs death. Mfo from St. Simeon's life, 
written by Antony his difciple, puhlijhed genuine in Bollandus, 
and the fame in Chaldaick by Cojmas, a p7'iejl ; all three cotem- 
poraries and eye-witne]fes. This work of Uofmas has been lately 
publijlied by Monfignor Stephen Ajfemani ( ij , from a Chaldaick 
MS. which he proves to have been written in the year 474, 15 
years only after the death of St. Simeon. Alfo from the ancient 
lives of SS. Euthymiusy Tlieodofiusy Auxentius, and Daniel Sty- 
lites. Evagrius 9 Theodorus LeSlor, and other ?nofl faithful 
wr iters of that and the following age, mention the mofl won* 
derful aclions of this faint. The fevcrcfl criticks do not objeel 
to this hi/lory, in which fo many cotemporary writers y fever a I 
of them cye-zvitne/fts, agree: perfo?is of undoubted veracity, 
virtue and fagacity 9 who could not have confpired in a falfehood, 
nor coidd have impofed upon the world facls, which were of 
their own nature publick and notorious. 

A. D. 400. 

ST. Simeon was, in his life and conduct, a fubject of aflo- 
nifhment, not only to the whole Roman empire, but alfo 
to many barbarous and infidel nations. The Perfians, Mcdcs, 
Saracens, Ethiopians, Iberians and Scythians, had the higheft 
veneration for him. The kings of Perfia thought his bene- 
diction a great happinefs. The Roman cmperours fblicitcd his; 
prayers, and confulted him on matters of the greateft import- 
ance. It muft neverthelefs be acknowledged, that his molt re- 
markable aclions, how inftrumental foever they might be to 
this univcrfal veneration and regard for him, are a ihbjecl of 
admiration, not of imitation. They may ferve notwithstand- 
ing to our fpiritual edification and improvement ia virtue j Xi 



(1) Aft. Mart. T. 2. app. p. 2119. 
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we cannot well reflect on his fervour, without condemning and 
being confounded at our own indolence in the. fervice of God. 

St! Simeon was fon to a poor fhepherd in Cilicia, on the 
borders of Syria, and at firft kept his father's flieep. Being 
only thirteen .years of age, he was much moved by hearing 
the beatitudes one day read in the church : Bleffed are they that 
mourn \ blejfed are the clean of heart. - The youth add relied him- 
felf to a certain old man, to learn the meaning of thofe texts ; 
and begged to know how the happinefs they promifed was to 
be obtained. He told him that continual prayer, watching, 
farting, weeping, humiliation, and patient fuffering of perfe- 
ctions, were pointed out by thofe texts as the road to true 
happinefs, and that a folitary life afforded the bed opportuni- 
ties for enforcing the practice of thefe good works, and elta- 
blifliing a man in folid virtue. Simeon upon this withdrew to 
a fmall diftance, where falling proftrate on the ground, he 
befought Him, who defires all may be faved, to conduct him 
in the paths which lead to happinefs and perfection ; to the 
purfuit of which, under the help of his divine grace, he un- 
refervedly from that moment devoted himfelf. At length, falling 
into a {lumber, he was favoured with a virion, which it was 
ufual with him afterwards to relate. He feemed to himfelf to 
be digging a pit for the foundation of a houfe, and that, as 
often as he flopped for taking a little breath, which was four 
times, he was commanded each time to dig deeper* till at 
length he was told he might defift, the pit being deep enough 
to receive the intended foundation, on which he would be able 
to raife a fuperftructure, of what kind, and to what height he 
pleafed. cc The event, fays Theodoret, verified the predic- 
€C tion ; the actions of this wonderful man were fo fuperiour 
* c to nature, that they might well require the deeped founda- 
" tion of humility and fervour whereon to raife and eftablifh 
" them." 

Rifmg from the ground, he repaired to a monadcry in that 
neighbourhood, under the direction of an holy abbot, called 
Timothy, and lay proftrate at the gate for fevcral days, with- 
out either eating or drinking ; begging to be admitted on the 
footing of the lowed fcrvant in the houfe, and as a general 
drudge. His petition was granted, and he complied with the 
terms of it with great fervour and affection for four months. 
During this time he learned the Pfalter by heart, the firft tafk 
enjoined the novices; and his familiarity with the facred oracles 
it contains, greatly helped to nourifli his foul in a fpiritua] life. 
Tho' yet in his tender youth, he pradtifed all the auderities 

of the houfe i and, by his humility and charity, gained the 

good-* 
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good -will of all the monks. Having here fpent two years, 
he removed to the monaftery of Heliodorus, a perfon endowed 
with an admirable fpirit of prayer; and who, being then fixty- 
five years of age, had fpent fixty-two of them in that commu- 
nity, fo abftracled from the world, as to be utterly ignorant 
of the moft obvious things in it, as Theodoret relates, who 
was intimately acquainted with him. Here Simeon much in- 
crcafed his mortifications,: for whereas thofe monks eat but 
'once a day, which was towards night, he, for his part, made 
but one meal a week, which was on Sundays. Thefe rigours 
however he moderated, at the interpofition of his fuperiour's 
authority, and from that time was more private in his mortifi- 
..' cations. With this view, judging the rough rope of the well 
' made of twifted palm-tree leaves, a proper inftrument of pe- 
nance, he tied it clofe about his naked body, where it remained 
unknown both to the community and his fuperiour, till fuch 
time as, it having eat into his flefh, what he had privately done 
was difcovered by the flench proceeding from the wound. 
Three days fuccerHvely his cloaths, which clung to it, were to 
be foftened with liquids, to difengage them ; and the incifions 
of the phylician, to cut the cord out of his body, were at- 
tended with fuch anguifli and pain, that he lay for fome time 
as dead. On his recovery the abbot, to prevent the ill con- 
fequences fuch a dangerous fingularity might occafion, to the 
prejudice of uniformity in monaflick difcipline, difmifs'd him. 

After this, he repaired to an hermitage, at the foot of mount 
Telnefcin, or ThelanifTa, where he came to a refolution of 
pafling the whole forty days of Lent in a total abftinence, after 
the example of Chrift, without cither eating or drinking. Baf • 
fus, a holy prieft, and abbot of two hundred monks, who was 
his director, and to whom he had communicated his defign, 
had left with him ten loaves and water, that he might eat if he 
found it neceflary. At the expiration of the forty days he 
came to vifit him, and found the loaves and water untouched, 
but Simeon ftretched out on the ground, almoft without any 
figns of life. Taking a fponge, he moiftened his lips with 
water, then gave him the blefled Eucharift. Simeon having 
recovered a little, rofe up, and chewed and fwallowcd by de- 
grees a few lcttice-leaves, and other herbs. This was his 
method of keeping Lent during the remainder of his life; and 
he had actually palled twenty-fix Lents after this manner, when 
Theodoret wrote his account of him; in which arc thefe 
other particulars, that he fpent the firft part of the Lent in 
praifing God ftanding; growing weaker, he continued his 
prayer fitting ; and towards the end, finding his fpirits almoft 
quite cxhaufted, not able to fupport himfelf in any other 

no It ure. 
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pofture, he lay on the ground. However, it is probable, that 
in his advanced years he admitted fome mitigation of this won- 
derful aufterity, Wtien on his pillar, he kept himfelf, during 
this fall, tied to a pole ; but at length was able to faft the 
whole term, without any fupport. Many attribute this to the 
ftrength of his conflitution, which was naturally very robuft, 
and had been gradually habituated to fuch an extraordinary 
abftinence* It is well known that the hot Eaftern climates 
afford fuprifing instances of long abftinence among the In- 
dians (2). A native of France has, within our memory, 
faffed the forty days of Lent almoff. in that manner ftf). But 
few examples occur of perfons farting upwards of three or fix 
days, unlefs prepared and inured by habit. 

After three years fpent in this hermitage, the faint removed 
to the top of the fame mountain, where throwing together 
fome loofe ftones, in the form of a wall, he made for himfelf 
an inclofure, but without any roof or fhelter to protect him 
from the inclemencies of the weather ; and to confirm his 
refolution of purfuing this manner of life, he fattened his right 
leg to a rock with a great iron chain. Meletius, vicar to the 
patriarch of Antioch, told him, that a firm will, fupported 
by God's grace, was fufficient to make him abide in his foli- 
tary inclofure, without having recourfe to any bodily reflraint : 
hereupon the obedient fervant of God fent for a fmith, and 
had his chain knocked off. 

The mountain began to be continually thronged, and 
the retreat his foul fo much fighed after, to be interrupted 
by the multitudes that flocked, even from remote and infidel 
countries, to receive his benediction ; by which many fick 
recovered their health. Some were not fatisfied unlefs they 
alfo touched him. The faint, to remove thefe caufes of 
diffraction, projected for himfelf a new and unprecedented 

manner 

(2) Lettrcs cdifiantes & curieufes. 



{a) Dom Claude Lcaute, a 
Bencdiclin monk of the congre- 
gation of St. Maur, in 1731 
when he was about 51 years of 
age, had farted eleven years, 
without taking any food the 
whole forty days, except what 
he daily toolc at mafs : and what 
added to the wonder is, that 

during Lent he did not properly 



flcep, but only dozed. He could 
not bear the open air : and to- 
wards the end of Lent he was 
exceHively pale and walled. 
This fact is attefted by his bre- 
thien and fupcriours, in a relation 
printed at Sens, in 1731 ; and 
recorded by Dom L'lfle, in his 
Ilillory of Failing ; and by 
Feyjoo, in his Theatro Critico 
Univerfah 
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planner of life. In 423, he ereaed a pillar fix cubits high, 
and on it he dwelt four years : on a fecond, twelve cu- 
' i>its high, he lived three years: on a third, twenty-two 
cubits high, ten years : and on a fourth, forty cubits high, 
built for him by the people, he fpent the laft twenty years of 
tiis life. Thus he lived thirty-feven years on pillars, and was 
- called Styhtes, from the Greek word Stylos, which fignifies 
\% pillar. This Angularity was at Jfirft cenfured by all, as a 
jjiark of vanity, or extravagance. To make trial of his hu~ 
jrnility, an order was fent him, in the name of the neigh- 
. *;bouring bifhops and abbots, to quit his pillar and new manner 
of life. The faint, ready to obey the fummons, was for 
•;ftepping down ; which the meflenger feeing, faid, that as he 
had fhewn a willingnefs to obey, it was their defire that he 
might follow his vocation in God. His pillar exceeded not 
, ; three feet in diameter on the top, which made it impomble for 
him to lye extended on it ; neither would he allow a feat. 
He only ftooped, or leaned, to take a little reft, and often 
. in the day bowed his body in prayer. A certain perfon once 
* reckoned 1244 fuch reverences of adoration made by him in 
' , ^one day.. He made exhortations to the people twice a day* 
His garments were the fkins of beafts, and he wore an iron 
!ar about his neck. He never fuffered any woman to 
ffcome within the inclofure where his pillar flood. His difciple 
^Antony mentions, that he prayed moft fervently for the foul of 
"j$his mother after her deceafe. 

God is fometimes pleafed to conduct certain fervent fouls 
'7+ through extraordinary paths, in which others would find only 
1 dangers of illufion, vanity, and felf-will, which we cannot 
,;J fufficiently guard ourfelves againft. We fliould notwithftanding 
7* confider, that the fan&ity of thefe fervent fouls does not confiit 
in fuch wonderful actions, or miracles, but in the per- 
fection of their unfeigned charity, patience, and humility ; and 
it was the cxercife of thefe folid virtues that rendered fo con- 
ipicuous the life of this faint : thefe virtues he nourifhed, and 
greatly increafed, by fervent and afliduous prayer. He exhorted 
people vehemently againft the horrible cuftom of fwearing ; as 
alfo, to obferve ftrict juftice, to take no ufury, to ba afliduous 
at church and in holy prayer, and to pray for the falvation of 
■ fouls. The great deference paid to his inftruftions, even 
by barbarians, is not to be cxprcfled. Many Perfians, Ar- 
menians, and Iberians, with the entire nation of the Lav/a in 
1 Colchis, were converted by his miracles and difcourfes, which 
* they croud cd to hear. Princes and Queens of the Arabians 
•! came to receive his blefling. Vararanes V. king of Periia, 

tho* 
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tho' a cruel perfecutor, refpecled him. The emperours Theo- 
dofius the younger, and Leo, : often confulted him, and d eared 
his prayers. The emperour Marcian vinted him, difguifed in 
the drefs of a private man. By his advice the emprefs Eudoxia 
abandoned the Eutychian party a Jittle before her death. His 
miracles and predictions are mentioned at large in Theodoret 
and others. By an invincible patience he bore all afflictions, 
aufterities, and rebukes, without ever mentioning them. He 
long concealed an horrible ulcer in his foot, fwarming with 
maggots. He always fincerely looked upon, and treated him- 
felf, as the outcaft of the world, and the laft of finners ; and 
he fpoke to all with the mofl engaging fweetnefs and charity. 
Domnus, patriarch of Antioch, adminiftered unto him the holy 
communion on his pillar : undoubtedly he often received that 
benefit from others. In 459, according to Cofmas, on a Wed- 
nefday, the fecond of September, this incomparable penitent, 
bowing on his pillar, as if intent on prayer, gave up the ghoft, 
in the fixty-ninth year of his age. On the Friday following 
his corpfe was conveyed to Antioch, attended by the bifhops, 
and the whole country. Many miracles, related by Evagrius (3), 
Antony, and Cofmas, were wrought on this occafion ; and the 
people immediately, over all the Eaft, kept his fefti"al with 
great folemnity (b) m 

On 



(3) Evagrius, 1. 1. c. 13, 14. 



{?>) Monfignor Majelli, a do- 
meltick prelate to pope Benedict 
XIV. in his Diifcrtation on the 
Stylites, or religious men 
living on pillars, reprefents the 
pillar of St. Simeon cnclofcd 
with rails around the top. When- 
ever he llept a little, he leaned 
on them, or his itafF. This au- 
thor ihcvvs the order of the Sty- 
lites to have been propagated 
in the Kail from St. Simeon, 
down to the Saracen andTurkiih 
empires. The inclemency of 
the air makes that manner of 
life impracticable in the well. 
However, St. Gregory of Tours 
mentions one (1. 8 c. 15.) Vul- 

fiaick, a Lombard, and difciple 



of the abbot St. Yrier, who 
leaving Linioufin, went to Tri- 
ers, and lived fome time on a 
pillar in that neighbourhood. 
He engaged the people of the 
villages to renounce the worfhip 
of idols, and to hew down the 
great ftatue of Diana at Ardcns, 
that had been famous from the 
time of Doinitian. The bifhop 
ordered him to quit a manner of 
life too fevere for this cold cli- 
mate. Heinilantly obeyed, and 
lived afterwards in a neighbour- 
ing monailery. He fecms to 
have been the only Stylites 

of the Welt. See Floury, 1. 35. 
T. 8. p. 54. 
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On the fame day 



St. Telesphorus. He was a Grecian by birth, and the feventh 
bifhop of Rome. Towards the end of the year 128, he fucceeded 
St. Sixcus I. fat eleven years, and law the havock which the peife- 
,'cution of Adrian made in the church. « He ended his life by an 

iliuitrious martyrdom, 1 ' fays Eufebius, (1) ; which is alio con- 
,'Srmed by St. Irenaeiu (2). 



The life of St. Synclctica is extracted from her ancient 
$life, quoted in the lives of the fathers in Rofweide 6. and in 
:'the old notes on St. John Climacus. The author was perfonally 
,.7- acquainted with the faint. Some have afcribed this beautiful piec* 
St. Athanafius. See it at large in D'Andilly, Vies des SS. Peres 
?des Deferts, T. 3. p. 91. 

St. Syncletica, V. She was born at Alexandria in Egypt, of 
; .'••wealthy Macedonian parents. From her infancy flic had imbibed the 
, love of virtue, and in her tender years fine conf crated her virginity to 
^ God. Her great fortune and beauty induced many young noble- 
men to become her fuitors for marriage; but me had already be- 
:-| flowed her heart on her heavenly fpoufe. Flight was her refuge 
againft exterior aflaults ; and regarding herfelf as her own molt dan- 
,J gerous enemy, Ihe began early to fubdue her flefh by auMere fafts, 
"4 and other mortifications. She never feemcd to fufFer more than 
w hen obliged to eat oftner than fhe defired. Her parents, at their 
death, left her heirefs to their opulent citato ; for the two brothers 
fhe had, died before them; and her filter, being blind, was com- 
mitted entirely to her guardianfhip. Syncletica having- foon diftri- 
# buted her fortune among the poor, retired with her filter into a 
11 lonefome monument, on a relation's eltate ; where, having feat for 
a priefl, flie cut off her hair in his prefence, as a fign whereby /lie 
I:} renounced the world, and renewed the con fee rati on. of herfelf to 
J God. Mortification and prayer were from that time her principal 
employment; but her clofe folitude, concealing ber pious excrcHes 
'r\ from the eyes of the world, has deprived us, in a great meal urc, of 
? the knowledge of them. 

*; The fame of her virtue being fpread abroad, man)'' women re- 
k forted to her abode, to confer with her upon fpirilual mattcis. 
| k Her humility made her unwilling to take upon herfelf the ta:Jt of 
{ i nil rutting, but charity, on the other fide, opened her mouth. Uer 
pious difcourfes were inflamed with fo much zeal, and accompanied 
with fuch an unfeigned humility, and with many tears, that it 
! cannot be exprefled what deep impreflions they made on her 
v hearers. " Oh, faid the faint, how happy fhoukl we be, did wo 
but lake as much pains to gain heaven, and pleaie God, as 
worldlings do to heap up riches and perishable goods ! i.iy land 
they venture among thieves and robbers ; at fea they expole 

Vol. 1. D " them- 
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«« themfelves to the fury of winds and ftorms ; they fuffer Ihip- 
«< wrecks, and all perils ; they attempt all, try all, hazard all : 
" but we, in ferving fo great a matter, for fo immenfe a good, are 
«* afraid of every contradiction." At other times, admoniming 
them of the dangers of this life, Ihe was accuftomed to fay, «* We 
« c muft be continually upon our guard, for we are engaged in a 
<c perpetual war : unlefs we take care, the enemy will iurprife us, 
«' when we are leaft aware of him. A fhip fometimes paffes fafe 
through hurricanes and tempefts, yet, if the pilot, even in a 
calm, has not a great care of it, a fingle wave, railed by a 
fudden guft, may fink her. It does not fignify whether the 
** enemy clambers in by the window, or whether all at once he 
*< makes the foundation, if at lait he deftroys the houfe. In this 
*' life we fail, as it were, in an unknown fea. We meet with 
" rocks, fhelves and fands : fometimes we are becalmed, and at 
other times we find ourfelves toffed and bufFetted by a ft or m. 
Thus we are never fecure, never out of danger ; and, if we 
fall aileep, are fure to perim. We have a moft intelligent and 
experienced pilot at the helm of our veilel, even Jesus Christ 
himfelf, who will conducl us fafe into the haven of falvation, if. by 
our fupinenefs, we caufe not our own perdition. " She fre- 
quently inculcated the virtue of humility in the following words : 
A treafure is fecure fo long as it remains concealed, but when 
once difclofed, and laid open to every bold invader, it is pre- 
fently rifled : fo virtue is iafe as long as fecret, but, if raihly 
expoied, it but too often evaporates into fmoke. By humility, 
and contempt of the, world, the foul, like an eagle, foars on 
high, above all tranfitory things, and tramples on the backs of 
lions and dragons." By thefe, and the like difcourfes, did this 
devout virgin excite others to charity, humility, vigilance, and 
every other virtue. 

The devil, enraged • to behold fo much good, which all his 
machinations were not capable to prevent, obtained permiflion of 
God, for her trial, to afHict this his faithful fervant, like another 
Job : but e ven this ferved only to render her virtue the more illuf- 
trious. In the eightieth year of her age flie was feized with an 
inward burning fever, which wafted her infenfibly by its intenfc 
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heat : at the fame time an impofthume was formed in her lungs ; 
and a violent, and moll tormenting fcurvy, attended with a corro- 
ding hideous Hi nking ulcer, cat away her jaws and mouth, and 
deprived her of her fpeech. She bore all with incredible patience, 
and refignation to God's holy will ; and with fuch a defire of an 
addition to her fuflerings, that ihe greatly dreaded the phyficians 
would alleviate her pains. It was with difficulty chat fhe permitted 
them to pare away or embalm the parts already dead During the 
three hill month ti of her life flie found no ivpofe. Tho 1 the cancer 
had robbed her of her fpeech, her wonderful patience ferved to 
preach to others more movingly than wouls could have done. 
Three days before her death (lie fore fa w, that on the third day /he 
Jhould be releafed fiom the priibri of her body ; and on it, fur- 
rounded ly a heavenly light, and ravilhed by coniolatory vifions, 

ihe 
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Hie furrendered her pure foul into the hands of her Creator, in the 
84th year of her age. The Greeks keep her feflival on the 
fourth, the Roman inartyrology mentions her on the fifth of Ja- 
nuary 
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JANUARY 6. 

THE 

EPIPHANY of our LORD. 

EPIPHANY, which in the original Greek fignifles ap- 
pearance or manifeftation, is a feftival principally folem- 
nized in honour of the difcovery Jefus Chrift made of hiinfelf 
to the Magi, or wifemen ; who, focn after his birth, by a 
particular infpiration of Almighty God, came to adore him 
and bring him prefents (a). -Two other manifeftations of our 
Lord are jointly commemorated on this day in the -office of the 
church ; that at his baptifm, when the Holy Ghoft: deftended 
on him in the vifible form of a dove, and a voice from heaven 
was heard at the fame time : This is my beloved fori in whom I am 

D % well 



(c) She muft not have lived 
later than the fourth century, for 
we find her life quoted in the 
fifth and fixth ; and as flic lived 
eighty-four years, file could not 
at leall be much younger than 
St. Athanafius From the age 
in which Ihe lived, flie is thought 
by fome to have been the fir It 
foundrefs of nunneries, or reli- 
gious women living in commu- 
nity, as St. Antony was of men. 
On this head, confult Mr. Ste- 
phens in his Knglifli Monarticon, 
c, 1 p. 16. However, St An- 
tony's filler found a nunnery 
erecled when Ihe was but young, 
and this was prior to the time of 
Conllantinc the Great. 



(#) According to Papcbroch, 
it was pope Julius the Firlt, in 
the third century, by whom the 
celebration of thefe two myile- 
ries, the nativity and manjfelta- 
tion of Chriit to the Magi, was 
fir 11. eflabliflied in the weftern 
church, on dim'ntt clays. The 
Greeks fiill keep the Epiphany 
with the birth of Chrirt on ChriA- 
mas-day, which they call 7'heo- 
pb(in\\ or the manifcihition of 
God, which is the ancient name 
for the Epiphany in St. Ifidore 
of Pelufium, St. Gregory Na- 
zinnxen, Kufcbius, &c — ~ Sec 
Thomafin Tr. des Fetes. 
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well plea fed (i). The third manifeftation was that of his divine 
power at the performance of his firfl: miracle, the changing of 
water into wine at the marriage at Cana, by which he manifejied 
his glory f , and his difciples believed in him (2). Upon fo many 
accounts ought this feftival to challenge a more than ordinary 
regard and veneration , but from none more than us gentiles, 
who, in the perfons of the wifemen, our firfl fruits and fore- 
runners, were on this day called to the faith and worfhip of the 
true God. Nothing fo much illuftrates this mercy as the 
wretched degeneracy into which the fubjedls of it were fallen. 
So great this — that there was no objcdt fo dcfpicable as not to 
be thought worthy of divine honours, no vice fo deteftable as 
not to be enforced by the religion of thofe times of ignorance (3), 
as the fcripture emphatically calls them. God had in punifli- 
ment of their apoftacy from him by idolatry, given them over 
to the mofr fhameful pafiions, as defcribed at large by the 
apoftle : Filled with all iniquity fornication, covet oufnefs, mali- 
cioufnefs, envy, murder > contention^ deceit, ivhifperers? detraSiers^ 
proud? haughty, difobedient, without fidelity, without affeftion^ 
without mercy % &c.(4) Such were the generality of our pagan an- 
ceftors, and fuch mould we ourfclves have been but for God's 
gracious and effectual call to the true faith. 

The call of the Gentiles had been foretold for many ages 
before in the cleareft terms. David and Ifaias abound with 
predictions of this import; the like is found in the other pro- 
phets : but their completion was a mercy referved for the times 
of the Meflias. It was to him, who was alfo the confubftan- 
tial Son of God, that the Eternal Father had made the promife 
of all nations for his inheritance (5) : who being born the fpiri - 
tual king of the whole world for the falvation of all men (6), 
would therefore manifeft his coming both to thefe that were 
near, and thofe that were afar off{j\ that is, both to Jew and 
Gentile. Upon his birth, angels (8) were difpatched ambaiTa- 
dors to the Jews, in the perfons of the poor fhepherds, and 
a ftar {b) was the divine mcficngcr on this important errand to 

the 

(i) Mat iii. 17. (2) Jo. ii 11. (3) A£ls xvii 30, 

(4) Rom. i. Pf. ii. 8. (6) 1 Tim. ii. 4. (7) Eph. 

ii. 1 7. (8) Luke ii. 10. 11. 



(A) This phenomenon could 
not have been a real ftar, that is, 
one of the fixed, the leall or 
ncarcil of which is for dillance 
too remote, and for hulk too 
enormous to point out any par- 



ticular houfc or city like Beth 
lehcin, as St. Chry fo/lomc well 
obferves ; who fuppofes it to 
have been an angel aliiiminp, thai 
form If of a corporeal nature, 

it wai» a miraculous Ihiniug me- 
teor, 
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P| the Gentiles of the Eaft (c) : conformably to Balaam's prophe- 
H cy(9), who foretold the coming of the MefHas by that 
t/j iign. 

The fummons of the Gentiles to Bethlehem to pay homage 
to the world's redeemer was obeyed by feveral whom the 
.-i fcripture mentions under the name and title of JUagi (d) y or 
1 - wifemen ; but is filent as to their number. The general opi- 
nion, fupported by the authority of St. Leo, Csefarius, Bede> 
and others, declares for three (e). However, the number was 
' fmali, comparatively to thofe many others that faw that ftar, 
no lefs than the wifemen, but paid no regard to this voice of 
heaven: admiring no doubt its uncommon brightnefs, but 
culpably ignorant of the divine call in it, or hardening their 
hearts againft its falutary impreilions, overcome by their paf r 
(ions, and the dictates of felf-love. In like manner do chri- 
ftians, from the fame caufes, turn a deaf ear to the voice of 
divine grace in their fouls, and harden their hearts againff, it 
in fuch numbers, that notwithstanding their call, their graces, 
- and the myfteries wrought in their favour, it is to be feared, 

D 3 that 

(9) Num. xxiv. 17. 



teor, refemblingallar, but placed 
; ; in the lower region of our at- 
mofphere ; its motion contrary 
to the ordinary courfe% of the 
ifcars, performing likewife the 
. part of a guide to thefc travellers ; 

accommodating itfelf to their 
neceflities, disappearing or re- 

: turning as they could belt orleaft 
difpenlc with its guidance. 

(c) What and where th's Eaft: 
was, is a queition about which 
interpreters have been much di- 
vided. The controverted places 

, are Perfia, Chaldea, Melopota- 
mia, and Arabia Felix. As they 
lay all more or lefs e alt ward from 
Palefline, fo in each of thefe 
countries fomc antecedent notions 
of a Meflias may be accounted 
for. In Perfia and Chaldea, by 
the [ewifh captivity and iubfe- 
quent difperiion ; alio the prci 
pheries of Daniel, in Arabia, 

. by the proximity of fituation and 

; frequent commerce. In Mcfopo- 

j tamia, belides tficfc a the, afore- 



faid prophecy of Balaam, a na- 
tive of that country. 

(^) In the caltern parts, par- 
ticularly in Perfia, Mugi was the 
the title they gave to their .wife 
men and philolophers. In what 
veneration they were there held 
appears from the moll important 
affairs, facrcd and civil, being 

committed to their adminillra- 
tion. They were deemed the 
oracles of the eallern countries. 
Thefe that came to Bethlehem 
on this folemn occafion arc vul- 
garly called kings, as they very 
likely weie, at lcait of an infe- 
rior and fubordinate rank. They 
are called princes by Tertulli- 
an. (1 j. contra jiuhvos, c. 9. L. 
9. contra Marcion.) See a full 
account of the Magi, or Magi- 

aits, in Prideaux's Conneclion, 
I* 1. 11. 4. Alio A/femani, Ram- 
ley. 

(t) See MaUlonat on St. Mat. 

ii. for the grounds of this opi- 
nion. 



3 8 EPIPHANY of our LORD. Jan.6. 

that even among them many are called^ but few chofen. It was 
the cafe of the Jews, with the moft of whom> St. Paul fays, God 
was not well pleafed (10.) 

How oppofite was the conduct of the wifemen ! Inftead of 
being [fwayed by the dictates of felf-love, by the example of 
the crowd, and of many reputed moral men among them, they 
no fooner difcovered the heavenly mefTenger, but, without the 
leaft demur, fet out on their journey to find the redeemer of 
their fouls. Convinced that they had a call from heaven by 
the ftar, which fpoke to their eyes, and by an inward grace, 
that fpoke to their hearts, they cut off all worldly confutations, 
human reafonings and delays, and p.oftponed every thing of 
this lcind to the will of God. Neither any affairs to be left 
unfinifhed, nor the care of their provinces or families, nor the 
difficulties and dangers of a long and tedious journey through 
deferts and mountains almoft unpayable, and this in the very 
worft feafon of the year, and through a country which in all 
ages had been notoriously infefted with robbers : nothing of all 
this, or the many other falfe lights of worldly prudence and 
policy, made ufe of, no doubt, by their counfellors and depen- 
dents, and magnified by the enemy of fouls, could prevail with 
them to fet afide or defer theii journey, or be thought deferv- 
ing the leaft attention, v/hen God called. They well knew 
that fo great a grace, if flighted, might perhaps have been loft 
for ever. With what confufion mult not this their active and 
undaunted zeal cover our floth and cowardice ! 

The wifemen being come by the guidance of the ftar into Je- 
rufalem, or near it, it there difappears : whereupon they reafon- 
ably fuppofe that they are come to their journey's end, and upon 
the point of being blefled with the-fight of the new-born king: 
that, on their entering the royal city, they {hall in every ftrect 
and corner hear the acclamations of a happy people, and learn 
with eafe the way to the royal palace, made famous to all po- 
fterity by the birth of their king and Saviour. But to their 
great furprife there appears not the leaft fign of any fuch fo- 
femnity. The court and city go quietly on in feeking their 
pleafure and profit ; and in this unexpected juncture what (hall 
thefe weary travellers do ? Were they governed by human pru- 
dence, this difappointnient is enough to make them abandon 
their defign, and retreat as privately as they can to fcrccn their 
reputation, and avoid the raillery of the populace, as well as 
to prevent the refentmcnts of the moft jealous of tyrants, al- 
ready infamous for blood. Hut true virtue makes trials the 
rnatter and occuiion of its molt glorious triumphs, Seeming 

to 



(10) i Cor, x, 5, 
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to be forfaken by God, on their being deprived of extraordi- 
nary, they have recourfe to the ordinary means of informa- 
tion. Steady in the refolution of following the divine call, and 
fearlefs of danger, they enquire in the city with equal confidence 
and humility, and purfue their inquiry in the very court of 
Herod himfelf : Where is he that is bom king of the Jews? And 
does not this their conduct teach us under all difficulties of the 
fpiriiual kind, to have recourfe to thofe God has appointed to 
be our fpiritual guides, for their advice and direction ? To 
obey and be fubjett to them(n)^ that fo God may lead us to 
himfelf, as he guided the wifemen to Bethlehem by the direc- 
tions of the priefts of the Jewifh church. 

The whole nation of the Jews, on account of Jacob's and 
Daniel's prophecies, were then in the higheft expectation of the 
Mefliah's appearance among them ; the place of whofe birth 
having been alfo foretold, the wifemen, by the interpofition of 
Herod's authority, quickly learned from the unanimous vdice 
of the Sanhedrim or great council of the Jewsff)? that Bethlehem 
was the place which was to be honoured with his birth 5 as having 
been pointed out by the prophet Micheas(i2) feveral ages be- 
fore. How fweet and adorable is the conduct: of divine pro- 
vidence ! He teaches faints his will by the mouths of impious 
minifters, and furniflies Gentiles with the means of admonifb- 
ing and confounding the blindnefs of the Jews. But graces are 
loft on carnal and hardened fouls. Herod had then reigned up- 
wards of thirty years ; a monfter of cruelty, ambition, craft 
and difiimulation: old age and ficknefs had at that time exaf- 
perated his jealous mind in an unufual manner. He dreaded 
nothing fo much as the appearance of the Mefliah, whom the 
generality then expected under the notion of a temporal prince, 
and whom he could confider in no other light than that of a 
rival and pretender to his crown ; fo no wonder that he was 
ftartlecl at the news of his birth. All Jerufalem likewife, in- 
frcad of rejoicing at fuch happy tiding:;, were alarmed and di- 
fturbed together with him. We abhor their bafenefs : but do 
not we, at a diftance from courts, betray feveral fymptoms of 
the baneful influence of human refpects running counter to our 
duty ? Like wile in Herod we fee how extravagantly foolifti 
and blind ambition is. The divine infant came not to deprive 
Herod of his earthly kingdom, but to offer him one that is 

D 4 eternal i 

(ii) Hcb. xiii. 17. (12) Ch v. 2. 



(f) This confiftcd of the chief piieils and fcribes, or doctors of 
the law. 
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eternal ; and to teach him a holy contempt of all worldly 
pomp and grandeur. Again, how fenfelefs and extravagant a 
folly was it to form deilgns againfl: thofe of God himfelf ! who 
confounds the wifdom of the world, baffles the vain projects of 
men ; and laughs their policy to fcorn. Are there no Herods 
now -a-days ? Perfons who are enemies to the fpiritual king- 
dom of Chrifl in their hearts ? 

The tyrant, to ward off the blow he feemed threatened with, 
has recourfe to his ufual arts of craft and difiimulation. He 
pretends a no lefs ardent defire of paying homage to the new- 
born king, and covers his impious defign of taking away his 
life, under the fpecious pretext of going himfelf in perfon to 
adore him. Wherefore, after particular examination about 
the time when the wifemen firft faw this ftar, and a ftrict charge 
to come back and inform him where the child was to be found, 
he di unifies them to the place determined by the chief priefts 
and fcribes. Herod was then near his death ; but as a man 
lives, fuch does he ufually die. The near profpect of eternity 
feldorri operates in fo falutary a manner on habitual finners, as 
to produce in them a true and fin cere change of heart. 

The wifemen readily comply with the voice of the Sanhe- 
drim, notwithstanding the little encouragement thefe Jewifh 
leaders afford them from their own example to perfift in their 
fearch - 3 for not one fingle prieft or fcribe is difpofed to bear them 
company, in feeking after, and paying due homage to their 
own king. The truths and maxims of religion depend not on 
the morals of thofe that are to preach them ; they fpring from 
a higher fource, the wifdom and veracity of God himfelf. 
When therefore a meflage comes undoubtedly from God, the 
mifdemeanors of him that immediately conveys it to us can be 
no juft plea or excufe for our failing to comply with it. As on 
the other fide, an exact and ready compliance will then be a 
better proof of our faith and confidence in God, and fo much 
the more recommend us to his fpecial .conduct and protection, 
as it did the wifemen. For no fooncr had they left Jcrufalcm, 
but to encourage their faith and zeal, and to direct their travels, 
Clod was pleated to flicw them the ftar again, which they had 
feen in the Eaft, and which continued to go before them till it 
conducted them to the very place where they were to fee and 
adore their God and Saviour. Here its ceaiing to advance and 
probably finking lower in the air, tells them in its mute lan- 
guage : <c Here /hall you find the new-born king/' The holy 
men with an unfhaken and fteady f a i : h , and in tranfports of 
fpiritual joy, entered the poor cottage, rendered more glorious 
by this birth than the molt fumptuous {lately palace in the uni- 

mft'j, and finding the child with his mother, they proftratc them- 

(elves. 
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!$ felves, they adore him, they pour forth their fouls in his prefence 
in the deepcft fentiments of praife, thankfgiving, and a total fa- 
ff crifice of themfelves. So far from being (hocked at the poverty 
% of the place, and at his unkingly appearance, their faith rifes 
'■' and gathers ftrength on the fight of obftacles which, humanly 
fpeaking, fhould extiriguifh it. It captivates their underftand- 
in<r> impenetrates thefe curtains of poverty, infancy, weaknefs, 
and abjection 5 it cafts them on their faces, as unworthy to 
look up to this flar, this God of Jacob : they confefs him un- 
der this difguife to be the only and eternal God : they own the 
excefs of his goodnefs in becoming man, and the excefs of hu- 
man mifery, which requires for its relief fo great a humiliation 
of the Lord of glory. St. Leo thus extols their faith and de- 
votion : " When a liar had conducted them to adore Jefus, they 
" did not find him commanding devils, or raifing the dead, or 
" reftoring fight to the blind, or fpeech to the dumb, or 
" employed in any divine actions; but a filent babe, under the 
cc care of a folicitous mother, giving no fign of power, but 
<c exhibiting a miracle of humility ( 13)." Where fhall we 
find fuch a faith in Ifrael ? I mean among the chriftians of our 
days. The wifemen knew by the light of faith that he came 
not to bellow on us earthly riches, but to banifh our love and 
fondnefs for them, and to fubdue our pride. They had already 
learned the maxims of Chrift, and had imbibed his fpirit : 
whereas chriftians are for the greateft part fuch ftrangers to it, 
and fo devoted to the world and its corrupt maxims, that they 
Wufli at poverty and humiliation, and will give no admittance 
in their hearts to the humility and the crofs of Jefus Chrift. 
Such by their aclions cry out with thofe men in the gofpel : tVe 
will not have this man reign over us (r4). This their oppofke 
conduct fhews what they would have thought of Chrift and his 
humble appearance at Bethlehem. 

'J 'he Magi, purfuant to the cuftom of the eaftern nations, 
where the perfons of great princes are not to be approached 
without prcfents, prcfent to Jefus, as a token or homage, tho 
richeft produce their count tics afforded, gold, frank incenfc 
and myrrh. Gold, as an acknowledgment of his regal 
power ; incenfc, as a confcflion ok his Godhead : and myrrh, 
as a teftimony that he was become man for the redemption of 
the world. But their far more acceptable prcfents were the 
holy fentiments and affections of their ibuls ; their fervent cha- 
rity., figniiied by gold ; their devotion figured by frankinccn/e ; 
and the unrcferved facrifice of themfeJves by mortification repre- 

fen ted 

(13) Ser. 36, in Epij>h. 7. n. 2. (14) Luke xlx 14, 
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fented by myrth(g). The divine king, no doubt, richly repaid 
their generofity by favours of a much greater excellency, the 
fpiritual gifts of his grace. It is with the like fentiments and 
affections of love, praife, gratitude, compunction and humi- 
lity, that we ought frequently, and particularly on this folem- 
nity, to draw near, in fpirit, to the infant Jefus ; making him 
an affectionate tender of our hearts, but firll cleanfed by tears 
of fincere repentance. 

The holy kings being about to return home, God, who faw 
the hypocrify and malicious defigns of Herod, by a particular 
* intimation diverted them from their purpofe of carrying back 
word to Jerufalem, where the child was to be found. So, to 
cornpleat their fidelity and grace, they returned not to He- 
rod's court ; but leaving their hearts with their infant Saviour, 
took another road back into their own country. In like man- 
ner, if we perfevere in the poflefiion of the graces beftowed on 
us, we mull refolve from this day to hold no correfpondence 
with a finful world, the irreconcileable enemy to Jefus Chrift ; 
but to take a way that lies at a diftance from it, I mean that 
which is marked out to us by the faving maxims of his gofpel. 
And purfuing this with an unfhaken confidence in his grace 
and merits, we fhall fafely arrive at our heavenly country. 

It has never been queftioned, but that the holy Magi ipent 
the reft of their lives in the fervent fervice of God. The an- 
cient author of the imperfect comment on St. Matthew, among 
the works of St. Chryfoftom, fays, they were afterwards bap- 
tized in Perfia, by St. Thomas the apoftle, and became them- 
felves preachers of the gofpel. Their bodies were faid to have 
been tranflated to Conftantinople under the fir ft chriftian em- 
perours. From thence they were conveyed to Milan, where the 
place in which they were dcpofited is ftill {hewn in the Domi- 
nicans church of that city. The emperour Frederick Barba* 
rofla having taken Milan, caufed them to be tranflated to Co- 
logne in Germany, in the twelfth century. 

On the fame DAY. 

St. Me r. an 1 us, bifliop of Rcnncs, famous for miracles and a 
fpirit of continual prayer in 531. 

St. Nilammon, an hermit, near Pclufium, in Egypt, who being 
choftn bifliop of Geres, and finding the patriarch Thcophilus deaf 

to 

Of) Myrrh wan anciently made tion, hecaufc this virtue preferves 
uft! of in embalming dead bo- the ioul from the corruption of 
dies : a fit emblem of moitifica- fin. 
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Wto his tears' and excufes, prayed that God would rather take him 
^1 out of the world than permit him to be confecrated bifhop of the- 
^ place, for which he was intended. His prayer was heard, for he 
^ lied before he had finifhed it (15). 



* AuihVs, in Canterbury. 
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St. LUCIA N, Prieft and Martyr. 

•From his pawgyrick by St. Chryfojlom^ at Antioch^ in 387, and 
pronounced on his fejHval* 71 2. 524. -A <7^6 y9w;2 £/. 
rom de fcript. c. 77. Eujebius and Rufinus. See Tille?nont> T. 

5- A 474- 

A. D. 312. 

ST. Lucian, flrnamed of Aatioch, was born at Samofata, 
in Syria. He loft his parents whilft very young ; and being 
come to the pofTciHon of his eftate, which was very confider- 
. able, he diftributcd it all among the poor. He became a great 
proficient in. rhetorick and philofophy, and applied himfclf to 
the ftudy of the holy fcripturcs under one Macarius at Edefla. 
Convinced of the obligation annexed to the character of priefl> 
hood, which was that of devoting himfelf entirely to the fer- 
' vice of God and the good of his neighbour he did not content 
himfelf with inculcating the practice of virtue both by word 
and example ; lie alfo undertook to purge the fcripturcs, that is, 
both the Old and New Teftamcnt, from the feveral faults that 
had crept into them, either by re a/on of the inaccuracy of tran- 
(bribers, or the malice of hereticks. Some are of opinion, that 
' as to the Old Tcflament, he only revifed it, by comparing 
different editions of the Septuagint : others contend, that lie 
corrected it upon the Hebrew text, being well verfed in that 
language. Certain however it is, that St. Lucian's edition of 

the 



(15) Soxom. L. 8. c. 19. 
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the fcriptures was much efteemed, and was of great ufe to St. 
Jerom. 

St. Alexander, bifhop of Alexandria, fays that Lucian re- 
mained fome years feparated from the catholick communion (1) 
at Antioch, under three fucceflive bilhops, namely, Domnus, 
Timaeus, and Cyril. If it was for too much favouring Paul 
of Samofata, condemned at Antioch in the year 269, he muft 
have been deceived, for want of a fufficient penetration into 
the impiety of that diffembling heretick. It is certain, at 
tea ft, that he died in the catholick communion ; which alfo 
appears from a fragment of a letter written by him to the 
chinch of Antioch, and Hill extant in the Alexandrian chro- 
nicle. Though a prieft of Antioch, we find him at Nicome- 
dia, in the year 303, when Dioclefian firft publifhed his cdi&s 
againft the chriftians. Being returned to Antioch, he there 
fell into the hands of the persecutors in the year 31 1, and was 
thence led to Nicomedia, where the emperour Maximums II, 
at that time refided. He was brought before the governour, or, 
as the acts intimate, the emperour himfelf, for the word (2), 
which Eufebius ufes, may imply either. On his trial, he pre- 
fented to the judge an excellent apology for the chriftian faith, 
Being remanded to prifon, an order was given that no food 
fhould be allowed him ; but when almoft dead with hunger, 
dainty meats that had been offered to idols, were fet before him 
which he would not touch. It was not in itfelf unlawful to 
cat of fuch meats, as St. Paul teaches, except where it would 
give fcandal to the weak, or when it was exacted, as an action 
of idolatrous fuperftition, as was the cafe here. Being brought 
a fecond time before the tribunal, he would give no other an- 
fwer to all the qucftions put to him but this : cc I am a chri- 
<c ftian." He repeated the fame whilft on the rack, and he 
finifhed his glorious courfc in prifon, cither by famine, or ac- 
cording to St. Chryfoftom, by the fword. His acls relate 
many of his miracles, with other particulars 5 as that, when 
bound and chained down on his hack in prifon, he confcerateel 
the divine myftcrics upon his own breaft, and communicated 
the faithful that were prcfent: This we alfo read in Philoftor- 
gius(3), the Aria 11 hiftorian. 

His body was interred at Drcpanum in Bythynia, which 
in honour of him Conftantine the great foori after made a large 
city, which he exempted from all taxes, and honoured with 
the name of Helcnopoli;, from his mother. St. .Lucian was 
crowned in 312, on the feventh of January, on which day hi; 

fcllival 
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ftival was kept at Antioch immediately after his death, as 
ppears from St. Chryfoftom f 



On the fame DAY. 



St. Cedd, bifhop of London. He.' was brother to St. Chad, bi- 
fhopof Litchfield, and to St. Celih and Cimbert, apoflolick prieits. 
^He firft preached to the Midland-Englilh, in Leicefterfhire and Der- 
%yfhire, under king Peada, the fon of Penda. Afterwards he plant- 
ed the gofpel among the Eaft-Saxons, in EfTex, Middlefex, and 
ipart of Hertford (hire, under king Sigebert. He was confecrated 
Jifhop of London, and refided, according to Camden, in his mo- 
iaftery at Tilbury, on the Thames, but according to all others, at 
^London. He died of the great peftilence in a vifit to the mona, 
flery of Leflingau, which he had formerly founded in his native 
tountry of the Deiri in Yorklhire, in 664. 
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•from Eitfcbius, Tbeodorct? St. Jcro?n> &c. See Tillcmont Mem. 

T. 2. p. 452. and HijL des E?tip. T. 2. p. 369. 

] A. D. 175. 

CLAUDIUS Apolinaris, bifhop of Hicrapolis^ in Phiy- 
L gia, was one of the moft illuftrious prelates of the fecond 
Ji£C. ^ Notwithftanding the great encomiums beftowed on him 
t>y Eufebius, St. Jcroni 3 Theodoret, and others, we know but 
f v ery 
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j («) The Arians boa (led that 
.Arius had received his impious 
.doelrine from St. Lucian : but 
fce is jultified with regard to that 
Calumny by the iilence of St. 
£thanauu3, the panegyricks of 
f t. Cryfoilom and St. )crom ; 
f»e exprcfa tellimony of "the an- 
I'viit book. On tba l lrimty> among 



the works of St. Athanafius, 
Dial. 3. 7om. z, p. 179, his or- 
thodox confeflion of faith in So- 
zomenc. 1 3. c. p. 502 ; and 
the authority of the church, 
which from his death has always 

ranked him among her illuiliiouS 
martyr:*- 
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very little of his actions ; and his writings, which then were 
held in great efteem, feem now to be all loft. Photius ( i ), 
who had read them, and who was a very good judge, com- 
mends them both for their ftyle and matter. He wrote againft 
the Encratites and other hereticks, and pointed out, as St. Je- 
rom teftifies (2), from what philofophical feclieach herefy de- 
rived its errors. The laft of his works was againft the Mon- 
tanifts and their pretended prophets, who began to appear in 
Phrygi a about the year 171. But nothing rendered his name 
ib illuftrious, as his noble apology for the chriftian religion, 
which he addrefled to the emperour Marcus Aurelius, about 
the year 175, foon after the miraculous victory that prince had 
obtained over the Quadi by the prayers of the chriftians, and 
of which the faint made mention. 

Marcus Aurelius having long attempted, without fuccefs, to 
fubdue the Germans by his generals, refolved in the thirteenth 
year of his reign, and of Chrift 171, to lead a powerful army 
againft them. He was beyond the Danube ; for Germany was 
extended much farther eaftward than it is at prefent, when the 
Quadi, a people inhabiting that tract now called Moravia, fur- 
rounded him in a very difadvantageous Situation ; fo that there 
was no poffibility that either he, or his army could efcape out of 
their hands, or fubfift long where they were for want of water. 
The twelfth legion, called the Melitine, from a town of that 
name in Armenia, where it had been quartered a long time, was 
chiefly compofed of chriftians. Thefe, when the army was 
drawn up, but languid and perifhing with thirft, fell upon their 
knees, <c as we are accuftomed to do at prayer," fays Eufebius, 
and poured forth earneft Applications to God in this publick 
extremity of their ftate and empefotir, though hitherto he had 
been a perfecutor of their religion. The ftrangenefs of the 
fight furprized the enemies, who had more reafon to be afto- 
nifhed at the event : for all on a fudden the fky was darkened 
with clouds, and a thick rain fhowcrcd down with impetuofky 
juft as the Barbarians had afTailed the Roman Camp. . The 
Romans fought and drank at the fame time, catching the rain, 
as it fell, in their helmets, and often fwallowing it mingled with 
blood. Though by this means exceedingly refrefhed, the Ger- 
mans were much too ftrong for them - y but the llorm being 
driven by a violent wind upon their faces, and accompanied 
with dreadful llafhcs of lightning and loud thunder, the Ger- 
mans were deprived of their fight, beaten down to the ground, 
and terrified to fuch a degree, that they were entirely routed 

and put to flight. Both heathen and chriftian writers give this 

account 
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(2) Ep. 83. ad Magn 
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' 'account of the victory. The heathens afcribe it, fome to the 
Jpower of magick, others to their gods, as Dio Caflius (3) ; but 
-Sthe chriftians unanimoufly recount it as a miracle obtained by the 
Sprayers of this legion, as St. Apolinaris in his apology to this 
Wery emperour; who adds, that as an acknowledgment, the em- 
; ; ';|perour immediately gave it the name of the thundering legion? 
^and from him it is fo called by Eufebius (4), Tertullian (5), 
JSt. Jerom (6), and St. Gregory of Nyfla (7). 
. -\ The Quadi and Sarmatians brought back 13,000 prifoners, 
iwhom they had taken, and begged for peace on whatever con- 
ditions it fhould pleafe the emperour to grant it them. Marcus 
.^Aurelius hereupon took the title of the the Jeventh time emperour? 
contrary to cuftom, and without the confent of the fenate, 
. 'Regarding it as given him by heaven* Out of gratitude to his 
Vchriftian foldiers, he published an edicl:, in which he confefled 
vhimfelf indebted for his delivery to thejhower obtained^ perhaps, 
;by the prayers of the chrijlians(d)^ and more he could not fay with- 
out danger of exafperating the pagans. In it he forbad, under 
|>ain of death, any one to accufe a chriflian on account of his 
-religion ; yet by a ftrange inconfiflency, efpecially in fo wife 
prince, being over-awed by the oppofition of the fenate, he 
had not the courage to abolifh the laws already made and in 
force againft chriftians'. Hence, even after this, in the fame 
,Teign, many fuffered martyrdom, though their accufers were 
.talfo put to death; as in the cafe of St. Apollonius and of the 
%iartyrs of Lyons. Trajan had in like manner forbid chriftians 
to be accufed, yet commanded them to bepunifhed with death 
if accufed, as may be fcen declared by him in his famous letter 
to Pliny the Younger. The glaring injuftice of which law 
Tertullian demonstrates by an unanfwerable dilemma. 

11 

St. 

(3) B. 71. (4) Hiit. B. 5. c. 5. (5) Apol. c. 5. L. 

Scap. c. 4. (6) Chron. (7) Or. 2 dc 40 mart. 



J (a) Cbrijlianorum forte mill- 
Sum prrcationibus impetrato imhri. 

jTertuH Apolog. c. 5. Eufeb. 
Jib, e. c. 5. Some take the word 
forte here to fignify aifually* 
deni a//y , as hap <w/ts. Several 
learned protefhuvts have written 
in defence of this miracle: See 
■Wr. Wellon's diflertatiou in xy,\ 8. 
The exceptions of Je Clerc. Hi it. 

r ccl - P- 7*M> mid of MoyJe dc- 

V 

f 

1 
* 

ii 

4 



forve no notice. The deliver- 
ance of the emperour is repre- 
sented on the Co/umna Antomiti~ 
ana* in Rome, by the figure of a 
Jupiter Pluvius, being that of an 
old man Hying in the air, with 
his arms expanded, and a long 
beard which feems to walle away 
in rain. The foldiers are there 
represented as relieved by this 

fudden tempcll, and in a poll u re, 

partly 
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St. Apolinaris, who could not fee his flock torn in pieces and 
be filent, penned his apology to the emperour, about the year 
172, to remind him of the benefit he had received from God 
by the prayers of the chriftians, and to implore his protection. 
We have no account of the time of this holy man's death, 
which probably happened before that of Marcus Aurelius. 
The Roman martyrology mentions him on the eighth of Ja- 
nuary. 




JANUARY 8. 

St. SEVERINUS, Abbot and Apoftle, 

of Noricum, or Auftria. 

From his life, by Eugippius his difciple, vjho zvas prcfent at his 
death, in Bolandus. See Tillcmont^ T. 16. p. 1 68. 

WE know nothing of the birth or country of this faint. 
From the purity of his Latin, he was generally fup- 
pofed to be a Roman ; and his care to conceal what he was 
according to the world, was taken for a proof of his humility, 
and a prefumpiion that he was a per Ion of birth. He fpent the 
firft part of his life in the deferts of the Eaft ; but inflamed with 
an ardent zeal for the glory of God, he left his retreat to 
preach the gofpel in the North. At firft he came to Afturcs, 
now Stokcraw, fituate above Vienna ; but finding the people 
hardened in vice, he foretold the puniihmcnt God had prepared 
for them, and repaired to Comagcnes, now Hay n burg on the 
Danube, eight leagues weftward of Vienna. It was not long 
ere his prophecy was verified ; for Afturcs was laid wafle, and 
the inhabitants deftroyed by the fword of the Huns foon after 
the death of Attila. St. Severinus's ancient hott with great 

danger made his efcape tu him at Comagcnes. By the ac- 

complifliment 

partly drinking of the rain wn- feending. The original letter of 
ter, and partly fighting ugainll Marcus Auielins concerning this 
the enemy ; who, on the eon matter was extant when Tertu!- 

tmry, are represented as 11 retclied liati and Sc. Jerom wrote.- • 

out on the ground with their See llier. in Chion. Kufcb. ad 
horfes, and upon them only the annum i;6. Terr. Apol. c. 
dread lid part of the ilunn de- & lib. au Scajnil. 
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complifliment of this prophecy, and by feveral miracles he 
wrought, the name of the faint became famous. Favianes, a 
city on the Danube, twenty leagues from Vienna, diftrelTed by 
a terrible famine, implored his afliftance. St. Sever inus preached 
penance among them with great fruit, and he fo effectually 
threatened with the divine vengeance a certain rich woman, 
who had hoarded up a great quantity of provifions, that Ihe 
diftributed all her ftores amongft the poor. Soon after his ar- 
rival, the ice of the Danube and the Ins breaking, the Gountry 
was abundantly fup plied by barges up the rivers. Another time 
by his prayers he chafed away the loculrs, which by their 
fwarms had threatened with devaluation the whole produce of 
the year. He wrought many miracles ; yet never healed the fore 
eyes of Bonofus, the dearefl to him of his difciples, who fpent 
forty years in almoft continual prayer, without any abatement 
of his fervour. The holy man never ceafed to exhprt all to re- 
pentance and piety : he redeemed captives, relieved the op- 
preiled, was a father to the poor, cured the lick, mitigated, or 
averted publick calamities, and brought a blefling wherever he 
came. Many cities defired him for their bilhop, but he with- 
ftood their importunities by urging, that it was fufficient he had 
relinquilhed his dear folitude for their inftruflion and com- 
fort. 

He eftablifhed many monafteries, of which the moft con- 
fiderable was one on the banks of the Danube, near Vienna ; 
but he made none of them the place of his conftant abode, 
often fhutting himfelf up in an hermitage four leagues from 
his community, where he wholly devoted himfelf to con- 
templation. He never eat till after funfet, unlefs on great 
feftivals. In Lent he eat only once a week. His bed was 
fackcloth fpread on the floor iii his oratory. He always 
walked barefoot, even when the Danube was frozen. Ma- 
ny kings and princes of the IJarbarians came to viiit him, 
and among them Odoacer, king of the Heruli, then on his 
march for Italy. The faint's cell was fp low that Odoacer 
could not Hand upright in it. St. Sevcrinus told him that the 
kingdom he v/as going to conquer would lhortly be .his ; and 
Odoacer feeing himfelf foon after mailer of Italy, lent honour- 
able Jettcrs to the faint, promiling him all he was plcafcd to 
afk ; but Sevcrinus only defired of him the rclloration of a 
certain banifheel man. Having foretold his death long before it 
happened, he fell ill of a plcurify on the fifth of January, 
and on the fourth clay of his iilncfs, having received the viati- 
cum, and arming his whole body with the fign of the croft, 
and repeating that verfe of the pfalmift : Let every fpirit pratfc 
Vol. I. E the 
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the Lord {i)* he clofed his eyes, and expired in the year 482. 
Six years after, his difciples, obliged by the incurfions of Bar- 
barians, retired with his relicks into Italy, and depoflted them 
at Luculano, near Naples, where a great monaftery was built, 
of which Eugippius was foon after made the fecond abbot. In 
the year 910 they were translated to Naples, where to this 
day they are honoured in a Benedictine abbey, which bears his 
name. The Roman and other martyrologies place his feftival 
on this day, as being that of his death. 

» ■ 

On the fame DAY. 

St. Luc 1 an, apoftle of Beauvais, in France- He preached the 
gofpel in Gaul in the third century, and was probably one of the 
companiqns of St. Dionyfius of Paris. He fealcd his miflion with 
his blood at Beauvais under Julian, fuccefTor to the bloody perfecu- 
tor Ridtius Varus in the government of Gaul, about the year 290. 
Maximian and Julian, the companions of his labours, were crowned 
with martyrdom at the fame place, a little before him. His relicks, 
with thofe of his two collegues, were difcovered in the feventh age, 
and are lhewn in three gilt fhrines in the abbey which bears his 
name. Rabanus Maurus fays, that thefe relicks were famous for mi- 
racles in the ninth century. See Bollandus, p. 460. Tille- 

mont, T. 4. p. 537. 

St. Nathalan, bifhop of Aberdeen, C. He poilefTed a large 
eftate, which he diflributed among the poor. Being made bifhop, 
he employed the revenues of his fee in the fame manner, living 
himfelf in great aufterity by the labour of his hands, and in the con- 
ilant difcharge of his paftoral duties. He was confecrated bifhop 
by the pope at Rome. By his means Scotland was preferved from 
the Pelagian herefy. He was one of the apoftles of that country. 
He died in 45 2. — See King, the Chronicles of Dumferling, and the 

Leffons of the Aberdeen Breviary on this day (a), The fee of 

Aberdeen was not then regularly eftabliflied. It was firft erected at 
Murthlac by St. Bean, in the beginning of the eleventh century, 
nnd tranflated thence to Aberdeen by Nectan, the fourth bifhop, in 
the reign of king David.- ; See Hedlor Boetius in the lives of 

the bifhops of Aberdeen (2), and Spotfwood, B. 2. p. 101. 

JANUARY 



(1) Pf. 150. (2) De vitis epifcopor. Abcrd. Prailo 

Afrenfiano, anno 1522. 

(a) The Aberdeen Breviary re- French faints. It was printed at 
fembles that called, of Sarum, Edinburgh, by Walter Chap- 
And contains the f carts of many man, in 1509. 
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St. PAULA, Widow. 

1 

From St. j^ercm* in her Epitaph in a letter to her daughter $ 

Ep. 86, 27. 

A. D. 404. 

ST. Paula, the illuflrious pattern of widows, furpafled 
all other Roman ladies in riches, birth, and the endow- 
ments of mind. She was born in 347* The blood of the Scipio's, 
the Gracchi, and Paulus ./Emilius was centred in her by her 
mother Blefilla. Her father derived his pedigree from Aga- 
memnon, and her hufband Toxotius his, from lulus and 
jEneas. By him fhe had a fbn called alfo Toxotius, and four 
daughters, namely, Blefilla, Paulina, Euftochium, andRufina- 
She (hone a bright pattern of virtue in the married ftate, and 
both fhe and her hufband edified Rome by their good example 5 
but her virtue was not without its allay ; a certain degree of 
the love of the world being almoft infeparable from honours 
and high life. She did not difccrn the fecret attachments of her 
heart, nor feel the weight of her own chains: fhe had neither 
courage to break them, nor light whereby to take a clear and 
diftinct view of her fpiritual poverty and mifery. God, com- 
paflionating her weaknefs, was pleafed in his mercy to open her 
eyes by violence, and fent her the greateft affliction that could 
befall her in the death of her hufband, when fhe was only 
thirty-two years of age. Her grief was immoderate, till fuch 
time as file was encouraged to devote herfelf totally to God, 
by the exhortations of her friend St. Marcella an holy widow, 
who then edified Rome by her penitential life. Paula, thus 
excited to fet afide her forrow, erected in her heart the ftandard 
of the crofs of Jesus Christ, and couragioufly refolved to 
walk after it. From that time, fhe never fat at table with any 
man, not even with any of the holy bifhops and faints whom 
flic entertained. She abrtained from all flclh-meat, fifh, eggs, 
honey and wine j ufed oil only on holy days j lay on a ftone 

K 2 floor 
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floor covered with fackcloth ; renounced all vifits and worldly 
amufements, laid afide all coftly garments, and gave every 
thing to the poor which it was in her power to difpofe of* • She 
was careful in enquiring after the neceffitous, and deemed rt a 
lofs on her fide, if any other hands than her own adminiftred 
relief to them. It was ufual with her to fay, that (he could 
not make a better provifion for her children, than to fecure for 
them by alms the bleflings of heaven. Her occupation was 
prayer, pious reading and failing. She could not bear the di- 
frra&ion of company, which interrupted her commerce with 
God ; and, if ever me fought converfation, it was with the 
fervants of God for her own edification. She lodged St, Epi- 
phanius and St. Paulinus of Antioch, when they came to 
Rome ; and St. Jerom was her diredlor in the fervice of God, 
during his ftay in that city for two years and a half under pope 
Damafus. Her eldeft daughter Blefilla, having in a fhort 
time after marriage loft her hufband, came to a refolution of 
forfaking the world, but died before fhe could compafs her 
pious defign. The mother felt this affliction too fenfibly. St. 
Jerom, who at that time was newly arrived at Bethlehem in 
384, wrote to her, both to comfort and reprove her ( 1). He 
firft condoles their common lofs ; but adds, that God is ma- 
iler, that we are bound to rejoice in his will, always holy and 
juft, to thank and praife him for all things j and, above all, not 
to mourn for a death at which the angels attend, and for one 
who by it departs to enjoy Chrift : and that it is only the con- 
tinuation of our baniihment which we ought to lament. <c Ble- 
filla, fays he, has received her crown, dying in the fervour 
of her refolution, in which lhe had purified her foul near four 
<c months." He adds, that Chrift feemed to reproach her 
grief in thefe terms : " Art thou angry, O Paula ! that thy 
<c daughter is made mine ? Thou art offended at my provi- 
cc dence, and by thy rebellious tears, thou doft offer an injury to 
C6 me, who poifefs her (2)." He pardons fome tear9 in a mother 
occaftoncd by the involuntary fenfibility of nature ; but calls her 
excefs in them a fcandal to religion, abounding with facrilegc and 
infidelity : adding, that Blefilla herfelf mourned, as far as her 
happy ftate would allow, to fee her offend Chrift, and cried 
out to her : " Envy not my glory : commit not what may for 
* c ever feparate us. I am not alone. Inftead of you, I have 
<c the mother of God, I have many companions whom I never 
" knew before. You mourn for me becaufe I have left the 

u world ; 

(i) Ep. 22. ol. 54 (2) Rcbellibus laclirymis injuriam 

facis poilidcrtti. 
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** world ; and I pity your prifon and dangers in it." Paula 
afterwards, completing the viclory over herfelf, fhewed berfelf 
greatly fuperiour to this weaknefs. Her fecond daughter Pau- 
lina was married to St. Pammachius, and died in 397. Eu- 
fiochium, the third, was her individual companion. Rufina died 
young. 

The greater progrefs Paula made in fpiritual exercifes, and in 
therelifh of heavenly things, the more infupportable to her was 
the tumultuous life of the city. She fighed after the deferts, 
longed to be difincumbered of attendants, and to live in an 
hermitage, where her heart would have no other occupation 
than on God. The thirfl: after fo great an happinefs, made 
her ready to forget her houfe, family, riches, and friends ; yet 
never did mother love her children more tenderly (3). At 
the thought of leaving them, her bowels yearned ; and being 
in an agony of grief, fhe feemed as if fhe had been torn from 
herfelf. But in this ihe was the moil: wonderful of mothers, 
that whilft fhe felt in her foul the greateft emotions of tender- 
nefs, fhe knew how to keep them within due bounds. The 
frrength of her faith gave her an afcendant over the fentiments 
of nature ; and fhe even defired this cruel feparation, bearing 
it with joy, out of a pure and heroick love of God. She had 
indeed taken previous care to have all her children brought up 
faints j •otherwife her defign would have been unjuftifiablc. 
Being therefore fixed in her refolution, and having fettled her 
affairs, fhe went to the water fide, attended by her brother, 
relations, friends and children, who all ftrove by their tears to 
overcome her confrancy. Even when the veflel was ready to 
fail, her little fon Toxotius, with uplifted hands on the fhore, 
and bitterly weeping, begged her not to leave him. The reft, 
who were not able to fpeak, with gufhing tears prayed her to 
defer at leaft her voluntary banifhment. But Paula raifing 
her dry eyes to heaven, turned her face from the fhore, left fhe 
fhould difcover what fhe could not behold without feeling the 
moft fenfible pangs of forrow. She failed firft to Cyprus, 
where fhe was detained ten days by St, Epiphanius > and from 
thence to Syria. Her long journies by land fhe performed on 
the backs of aires ; file, who till then had been accuftomed to 
be carried about by eunuchs in litters. She vifitcd with great 
devotion all the principal places which we read to have been 
confecrated by the myfterics of the life of our divine Redeemer, 
as alfo the refpe£Hve abodes of all the principal anchorets and 
holy folitaries of Egypt and Syria. At Jeruialem the procon- 

E 3 fill 
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ful had prepared a ftately palace richly furnifhed for her recep- 
tion ; but excufmg herfelf with regard to the proffered favour, 
fhe chofe to lodge in an humble cell- In this holy place her 
fervour was redoubled at the fight of each facred monument, as 
St. Jerom defcribes. She proftrated herfelf before the holy 
crofs, pouring forth her foul in love and adoration, as if fhe 
had beheld our Saviour ftill bleeding upon it. On entering 
the fepulchre fhe kifled the flone which the angel removed on 
the occafion of our Lord's refurre&ion, and imparted many 
kifies full of faith and devotion to the place where the body of 
Chrift had been laid. On her arrival at Bethlehem, (he en- 
tered the cave, or liable, in which the Saviour of the world 
was born ; and fhe faluted the crib with tears of joy, crying 
out : " I a miferable finner am made worthy to kifs the man- 
<c ger, in which my Lord was pleafed to be laid an infant babe 
" weeping for me ! This is my dwelling place, becaufe it was 
« the country chofen by my Lord for himfelf." 

After herjournies of devotion, in which fhe diftributed im- 
rnenfe alms, fhe fettled at Bethlehem, with her daughter Eu- 
ftochium, under the dire&ion of St. Jerom. The three firft 
years fhe fpent there in a poor little houfe \ but in the mean 
time fhe took care to have an hofpital built on the road to Je- 
rufalem, as alfo a monaftery for St. Jerom and his monks, 
whom fhe maintained ; befides three monafteries for women, 
which properly made but one houfe ; for all aflembled in the 
fame chapel to perform together the divine fervice day and 
night ; and on Sundays in the church that was adjoining- At 
prime, tierce, fext, none, vefpers, complin, and the midnight 
office, they daily fung the whole pfalter, which every filter 
was obliged to know by heart. Their food was very coarfe 
and temperate ; their fafts frequent and auftere. All the fitters 
worked with their hands, and made clothes for themfelves and 
others. All wore the fame uniform poor habit, and ufcd no 
linen except for the wiping of their hands. No man was ever 
fuffercd to fet a foot within their doors. Paula governed them 
with a charity full of difcretion, animating them in the prac- 
tice of every virtue by her own example and inftruclions, being 
always the firft, or among the firft in every duty ; fharing with her 
daughter Euftochium in all the drudgery and meaneft offices of 
the houfe, and appearing every where as the laft of her fifters. 
She feverely reprimanded a ftudicd neatnefs in drefs, which flic 
called an unclean nefs of the mind. If any one was found 
talkative, or angry, flic was leparatcd from the reft, ordered 
to walk the laft in order, to pray at the out fide of the door, 
and for fomc time to eat alone. The holy abbefs was fo tender 

of the fick that flic fomctimcs allowed them to cat flefh-meat, 

but 
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but would not admit of the fame indulgence in her own ail- 
ments, nor even allow herfelf a drop of wine in the water fhe 
drank. She extended her love of poverty to her buildings, 
and churches, ordering them all to be built low, and without 
any thing coftly, or magnificent 5 fhe faid that money is better 
laid out on the poor, who are the living members of Chriflr. 
She wept fo bitterly for the fmalleft faults, that others would 
have thought her guilty of grievous crimes. Under an over- 
flow of natural grief for the death- of her children, fhe made 
frequent figns of the croft on her mouth and breaft to overcome 
nature, and remained always perfectly refigned in her foul to 
the will of God. Her fon Toxotius married Lceta, daughter 
to a prieft of the idols, but, as to herfelf, fhe was a moft 
virtuous chriftian. Both were faithful imitators of the fane- 
tity of our faint. Their daughter Paula the younger was 
fent to Bethlehem, to be under the. care of her grand-mother, 
whom fhe afterwards fucceeded in the government of that mo- 
naftery. St. Jerom wrote to Lseta fome excellent leflbns (4), 
for the education of this girl, which parents can never 
read too often. Our faint lived fifty-fix years and eight months, 
of which fhe had fpent almoft twenty at Bethlehem. In her 
laft illnefs, but efpecially in her agony, fhe repeated almoft 
without intermifiion certain verfes of the pfalms, which exprefs 
an ardent defire of the heavenly Jerufalem, and of being united 
to God. When fhe was no longer able to fpeak, fhe formed 
the fign of the crofs on her lips, and expired in the moft pro- 
found peace, on the 26th of January 404. Her corpfe, carried 
by bilhops, and attended with lighted wax torches, was in-^ 
terred in the midft of the church of the holy manger. Her 
name is mentioned on different days in the martyrologies. 

On the fame DAY 

SS. Julian and Basilissa, martyrs, under Dioclefian at An* 
tioch. They had ferved God in holy matrimony. She furvived 
her torments and died in peace. 

St. Mahciana, V. M. She was beaten with clubs, and her 
challity expofed to the rude attempts of pagan gladiators; in 
which danger God miraculoufly preferved her, and fhe became 
the happy inurument of the converiion of one of them to the 
faith. At length, flic was torn in pieces by a wild bull and a 
leopard, in the amphitheatre at Caifarea, in Mauritania, in the per- 
fection of Dioclefian. See her acts in Holland us, and a beau- 
tiful ancient hymn in the Mo/.arabick breviary in her praife. 

E 4 St., 
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* 

St. Peter, bifhop of Sebafte in Armenia, and brother of St. 
BahT the Great. See Tillemont, T. 9. p. 572. 

St. Gupxjla, V. and patrorfefs of BrufTels- She was niece to 
Pepin, the mayor of the French "pklace, and was brought up by St. 
Gertrude, her god -mother and kinfwoman, at NiveTle. Gudula 
confecrated by vow her virginity to God, and led a moft auftere 
holy life in the houfe of count Witger, her father, in watching, 
fafting and prayer. She died in 670. Her relicks were tranilated 
from Mortfel to BrufTels about the year 980, and are now kept in 
the great church of that city which bears her name. 

St. Brithwald, archbifliop of Canterbury. He was abbot 
of Glaftenbury, but reftgning that dignity, came to the little mo- 
naftery of Riculver,, near the ifle of Thanet, in Kent, that he 
might improve himfelf in the ftudy of the holy fcriptures in the 
neighbourhood of St. Theodorus ; after whofe <3eath he was pro- 
moted to the fee of Canterbury, in which he fat thirty -feven years 
and fix months, a living rule of perfection to this church. He died 
in 731. See John of Glaftenbury, publiftied by Hearne. Wil- 
liam of Malmefbury, in the antiquities of Glaftenbury, publilhed 
by Thomas Gale. Bede. 

St. Adrian, abbot at Canterbury, the afliftant of St. Theo- 
dorus, and the inftru&or of innumerable faints, in 710. See 

Bede, 1. 5. c. 9. 24. 
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St. W I L L I A M, Archbifliop of 

Bourges, C. 

From his life written by a faithful acquaintance at Bourgcs, as alfo 
by Peter, a monk of Cbaalis* both foon after his death : collected 
by Do?n le Nain 3 in his IHJiory of the Ciftercians^ T. 7. 

A. D. 1209. 

WILLIAM Berruyer, of the illuftrious family of 
the ancient counts of Ncvers, was educated by Peter, 
the hermit, archdeacon of Soiflbns, his uncle by the mother's 

fide. He learned from his infancy to defpife the folly and 

empanels 
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I emptinefs of the riches and grandeur of the world ; to abhor 
its pleafures, and to tremble at its dangers. His only delight was 
|i in exercifes of piety and in his ftudies, in which he employed 
| his whole time with indefatigable application. He was made 
| canon, firft of SoilTons, and afterwards of Paris: but he foon 
| took the refolution of abandoning all commerce with the 
I world 5 and retired into the folk ude of Grammont, where he 
lived with great regularity in. that auftere order, till feeing its 
peace difturbed by a conteft which arofe between the fathers and 
lay-brothers, he patted into the Ciftercian, then in wonderful 
odour of fanctity. He took the habit in the abbey of Pon- 
tigny, and ihining as a perfect model of monaftick perfection, 
was after forne time chofen prior of that houfe, and afterwards 
abbot of Chaalis. r He always reputed himfelf the laft among 
? his brethren. The univerfal mortification of his fenfes and 
, palftons, laid in him the foundation of an admirable purity of 
\ heart, and an extraordinary gift of prayers in which he re- 
ceived great heavenly lights, and tafted of the fweets which 
God has referved for thofe to whom he is pleafed to com- 
municate himfelf. The fweetnefs and chearfulnefs of his coun* 
tenance teftified the uninterrupted joy and peace that overflowed 
his foul, and -made virtue appear with the moft engaging 
charms in the midft of aufrerities. 

On the death of Henry de Sully, archbifhop of Bourges, the 
clergy of that church requefted his brother Eudo, bifhop of 
Paris, to come and affift them in the election of a paftor. 
Defirous to choofe fome abbot of the Ciftercian order, then 
renowned for holy men, they put on the altar the names of 
three, written on as many billets. This manner of election by 
lots would have been fuperftitious, and a tempting of God, 
had it been done relying on a miracle without the warrant 
of divine infpiration. But it deferved not this cenfure, when 
all the perfons propofed feemcd equally worthy and fit, and 
as the choice was only recommended to God, and left to 
this iflue by following the rules of his ordinary providence, 
and imploring his light, without rafhneis, or a neglect of the 
ufual means of fcrutiny : prudence might fometimcs even 
recommend fuch a method, in order to terminate a debate 
when the candidates feemed equally qualified. God, in fuch 
cafes, has fometimes miraculoufly interpofed, as he did in the 
election of St. Anian of Orleans (i). 

kudo accordingly having written three billets, and laid ihem 
on the altar ; and having made his prayer, he drew firft the 
name of the abbot William, on whom, at the fa my time, the 

ma- 
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majority of the votes of the clergy had made the election fall, 
the 23d of November, 1200. This news overwhelmed Wil- 
liam with grief. He never would have acquiefced, had he not 
received a double command in virtue of obedience, from the 
pope, and from his general the abbot of Citeaux. He left his 
dear folitude with many tears, and was received at Bourges as 
one fent by heaven, and fbon after was confecrated. Jn this 
new dignity his firft care was to conform both his exterior and 
interior to the moft perfect rules of faroSHty $ being very fenfible 
that a man's firft tafk is to honour God perfectly in his own 
foul. He redoubled all his aufterities, faying, it was now in- 
cumbent on him to do penance for others, as well as for him- 
felf. He always wore a hair-fhirt under his religious habit, 
and never added, nor diminifhed any thing in his clothes either 
winter or fummer. He never eat any flefh-meat, though he 
had it at his table for ftrangers. His attention to feed his flock 
was no lefs remarkable, efpecially in aflifting the poor both 
fpiritually and corporally, faying, that he was chiefly fent for 
them. He was mofl: mild to penitent finners ; but inflexible 
towards the impenitent, though he refufed to have recourfe to 
the civil power againft them, the ufual remedy of that age. 
Many fuch he at laft reclaimed by his fweetnefs and charity. 
Certain great men abufing his lenity, ufurped the rights of his 
church ; but the faint ftrenuoufly defended them even againft 
the king himfelf, notwithstanding his threats to confifcate his 
lands. By humility and refolution he overcame feveral contra- 
dictions of his chapter and other clergy. By his zeal he con- 
verted many of the Albigenfes, cotemporary hereticks, and 
was preparing himfelf for a miflion among them, at the time 
he was feized with his laft illnefs. He would notwithftanding 
preach a farewell fermon to his people, which increafed his 
fever to fuch a degree, that he was obliged to fet afide his 
journey, and take to his bed. Drawing near his end, he re- 
ceived the rites of the church ; but in order to receive the via- 
ticum he rote out of bed, fell on his knees melting in tears, 
and prayed long proftratc with his arms ftretched out in the 
form of a crofs. The night following, perceiving his laft hour 
approach, he defircd to anticipate the nocturris, which are faid 
at midnight: but having made the fign of the crofs on his lips 
and brcaft, was able to pronounce 110 more than the two firft 
v/ords. Then, according to a fign made by him, he was laid 
on allies in the hair-cloth which he always privately wore. In 
this pofturc he fbon after expired, a little paft midnight, on 
the morning of the tenth of January, in 1209. His body was 
interred in his cathedral ; and being honoured by many mi- 
racles, was taken up in 121 7 5 and in the year following lie 

Willi 
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viras canonized by pope Honorius III. His relicks were kept 
with great veneration till 1562, when they were burnt and 
featured in the winds by the Hugonots, on occafion of their 
plundering the cathedral of Bourges.— — See an. account of 
this in Baillet. 

, On the fame D A Y. 

St. A gat ho, Pope. He fucceeded Domnus in 679. He prefided 
by his three 1? gates in the fixth general council and third of Con- 
ftantinople in 680, in the reign of the pious emperour Conftantine 
Pogonatus, againft the Monothelite herefy, which he confuted in a 
learned letter to that emperour, by the tradition of the apoftolick 
church of Rome : <c acknowledged, fays he, by the whole catho- 
<fi lick church to be the mother and milirefs of all other churches, 
* 6 and to derive her fuperiour authority from St. Peter, the prince of 
" the apoftles, to whom Chrift committed his whole flock, with a 
*« promife that his faith ihould never fail." This epiftle was ap- 
proved as a rule of faith by the fame council, which declared, 
that Peter /poke By Agatho. This pope reftored St. Wilfrid to the 
fee of York* and was a great benefactor to the Roman clergy and 
to the churches; Anaftafms fays, that the number of his miracles 
procured him the title of Thaumaturgus. He died in 682. His 

feaft is kept both by the Latins and the Greeks. See Labbe 

Cone. T. 6. p. 1 1 09. 

♦ 

St. Marcian, prieft, and treafurer of the church of Conftanti- 
nople, in the fifth age. He ferved God in continual watching, 
fafting and prayer, in imitation of St. John the Baptift 5 and 
for the relief of the neceflitous, he gave away immenfe occult 

alms. See Cedrenus and Sozomen, who attribute to him 

many miracles. 
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St. T H E O D O S IUS, Abbot. 

jFVwj &V iy^ Zjy 0/ ^ fame century in Surius and Bollandus^ 

and cormnended by Fleury 9 Baillet, £sV. 

A. D. 529* 

ST. Theodosius was born in Cappadocia, in 432. He 
imbibed the firft tin£fcure of virtue from the fervent example 
and pious inftru£tions of his virtuous parents. He was or- 
dained Reader, but being moved by Abraham's example to 
quit his country and friends, he refolved to put this motion in 
execution. He accordingly fet out for Jerufalem, but went 
purpofely out of his road to vifit the famous St. Simeon Stylites 
on his pillar, who foretold him feveral circumftances of his life, 
and gave him proper iriftru£tions for his behaviour in each. 
Having fatisfied his devotion in vifiting the holy places in Jeru- 
faJem, he began toconfider in what manner he mould dedicate 
himfelf to God in a religious ftate. The dangers of living 
without a guide made him prefer a monaftery to an hermitage ; 
and he therefore put himfelf under the direction of a holy man 
named Longinus, to whom his virtue foon endeared him in a 
very particular manner. A pious lady having built a church on 
the high road to Bethlehem, Longinus could not well refufe her 
requcft, that his pupil fhould undertake the charge of it; but 
Theodofius, who loved only to obey, could not be induced by 
any intreaties to confent to this propofal : abfolute commands 
were ncceflary to force him to a compliance. Nor did he go- 
vern long ; for dreading the poifon of vanity from the eftccm 
of men, he retired into a cave, and employed his time in fall- 
ing, watching, prayers, and tears, which almoft continually 
flowed from his eyes. His food was coarfe pulfe, and wild 
herbs. For thirty years he never taftcd fo much as a morfel of 
bread. Many defired to ferve God under his direction : and 
fuch was his charity, that he never rejected any. 



St. 
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St. Theodoiius often inculcated to them the remembrance of 
death. The holy company of difciples being twelve in num- 
ber, it happened that at the great feaft of Eafter they had no- 
thing to eat ; they had not even bread for the facrifice. Some 
murmured : the faint bid them throw their care on God 7 
and he would nourijh them ; which was foon remarkably ve- 
rified by the arrival of certain mules loaded with provifions. 
The luftre of the fanctity and miracles of St. Theodofius, 
drawing great numbers to him who defired to ferve God under 
his direction, his cave was too little for their reception. Hav- 
ing therefore recommended the afrair to God, he fet about 
building a fpacious monaftery near the lake Afphaltites, which 
he called Cathim ; and it was no fboner habitable, but it was 
filled with holy monks. The faint there exercifed an un- 
bounded hofpitality, entertaining all ftrangers that came, for 
whom he had fometimes upwards of a hundred tables. When 
provifions failed, they were frequently multiplied by his prayers, 
as once remarkably on a great feaft of our ble/Ied Lady, kept 
in his monaftery with extraordinary folemnity, on which not 
much above half a loaf was found to have fatisfled a great con- 
courfe of people. He erected feveral hofpitals for the fick : 
one for the poor who were deftitute of all fuccours : another 
for fuch perfons as had their own fervants ; for , publicfc 
inns being wanting, travellers were at a lofs for accomo- 
dations : he built a third for monks and hermits. After- 
wards a- certain rich lady embracing a religious life, gave 
her houfe to the faint^ which he converted into a fourth 
hofpital. All fuccours fpiritual and temporal were afforded 
in thefe infirmaries with admirable order and care. The 
monaftery itfelf was like a city of faints in the midft of a de- 
fert, and in it reigned regularity, lilence, charity, and peace. 
There were four churches, of which, one in a feparate quarter 
was allotted for fuch as were in a ftate of penance. The three 
others were for the ufe of fo many, who fpokc different lan- 
guages, namely, the Greek, the Armenian, and the Sclavo- 
nian ; and of thefe his community was chiefly compofed* 
They pafled a confiderable part of the day and night at their 
devotions in the church ; and at the times not fet apart for 
publick prayer and neceflary reft, every one was obliged to 
apply himfelf to fome trade, or manual labour, not incom- 
patible with recolledtion, that the houfe might be fupplied with 
convemuncies. Salluft, bifliop of Jerufalem, appointed St. Sabas 
fuperiour general of the hermits, and our faint of the Ccno- 
hitcs, or religious men living in community, throughout all Pa- 
lestine, whence he was fly led the Cenobiarch. Thcfc two 
great icrvants of God lived in ftricl: fricndfliip, and had fre- 
quent 



62 St, THEODOSIUS, A; Jan. ii; 

quent fpiritual conferences together. They were alfo united 
in their zeal and fufferings for the church. 

The emperour Anaftafius patronized the Eutychian herely, 
and ufed all poilible means to engage our faint in his party. In 
513, he depofed Elias patriarch of Antioch, putting Severus an 
impious heretick into the pofleffion of that fee, and command- 
ed the Syrians to obey and communicate with him. SS. Theo- 
dofius and Sabas maintained boldly the right of Elias, and of 
John his fucceflbr ; whereupon the imperial officers thought it 
moft advifeable to connive at their proceedings, . con fidering 
the great authority they had acquired by their fanctity. Soon 
after the emperour fent Theodofius a confiderable fum of 
money, for charitable ufes in- appearance, but in reality to en- 
gage him in- his intereft. The faint accepted of it, and di- 
stributed it all among the poor. Anaftafius now perfwading 
himfelf that he was as good as gained over to his caufe, fent 
him an heretical profeflion of faith, in which the divine and 
human natures in Chrifl were confounded into one, and de- 
lired him to fign it. The faint wrote him an anfwer full of an 
apoftolick fpirit; in which, befides folidly confuting the Eu- 
tychian errour, he added, that .he was ready to lay down his life 
for the faith of the church. The emperour admired his con- 
ftancy and the ftrength of his reafoning ; and returning him a 
refpectful anfwer, highly recommended his generous zeal, and 
made fome apology for his own inconfideratenefs, and protefted 
that he only defired the peace of the church. But it was not 
long ere he relapfed into his former impiety, and renewed his 
bloody edicts againft the orthodox, difpatching troops every 
where to have them put in execution. On the firft intelligence 
of this, Theodofius went all over the deferts and Country of 
Paleftine, exhorting every one to be firm in the faith of the 
four general councils. At Jerufalem, having affembled the 
people together, he from the pulpit cried out with a loud 
voice : <c If any one receives not the four general councils as 
" the four gofpels, let him be Anathema." So bold an ac- 
tion in a man of his years infpired with courage thofe whom 
the edicts had terrified. His difcourfes had a wonderful 
effect on the people, and God gave a fanction to his zeal by 
miracles. One of thefe was, that on his going out of the 
church at Jerufalem, a woman was healed of a cancer on the 
fpot, by only touching his garments. The emperour fent an 
order for his banifhmcnt, which was executed ; but dying foon 
after, Theodo/ius was recalled by his catholick fucceilbur Juilin, 
who, from a common foldier, had by his valour gradually 
afcended the imperial throne. 
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The holy company of difciples being twelve' in number, 
'•it happened that at the great feaft of Eafter they had nothing 
%io eat; they had not even bread for the facrifice. Some mur- 
>^jnured : the faint bid them truft in God and he would provide ; 
/'jfwhtch was foon remarkably verified by the arrival of certain 
J 'mules loaded with provifions. Theluftre of the fanctity and 
: jniracles of St. Theodofius, drawing great numbers to him 
? " who de fired to ferve God under his direction, his cave was too 
r kittle for their reception. Therefore, having confulted heaven 
by prayer, he, by its particular direction, built a fpacious mo- 
jiaftery near Bethlehem, at a fmall diftance from his cave, 
.2nd it was foon filled with holy monks. To this monaflery 
\ v/ere annexed three infirmaries ; one for the fick, the gift of a 
' pious lady in that neighbourhood ; the two others St. Theo- 
; dofius built himfelf, one for the aged and feeble, the other for 
'fuch as had been punifhed with the lofs of their fenfes, or by 
falling under the power of the devil, for rafhly engaging in a 
religious ftate thro' pride and without a due dependence on the 
grace of God, to carry them through it. All fuccours fpiri- 
tual and temporal were afforded in thefe infirmaries with ad- 
mirable order, care and affection. He erected alfo feveral 
buildings for the reception of ftrangers, in which he exercifed 
tan unbounded hofpitality, entertaining all that came, for whofe 
;!ufe there were one day above 'a hundred tables, ferved with 
. provifions. Thefe, when infufficient for the number of guefts, 
••were more than once miraculoufly multiplied by his prayers. 
The monaftery itfelf was like a city of faints in the midft of a 
defert, and in it reigned regularity, filence, charity, and peace. 
There were four churches belonging to it, one for each of the 
three feveral nations of which his community was chiefly com- 
pofed, each fpeaking a different language: the fourth was for 
the ufc of fuch as were in a ftate of penance, which thofe that 
recovered from their Junatick or po£e]jcd condition before men- 
tioned, were put into and detained till they had expiated their 
fault. 

'The monks paffed a confidcrablc part of the day and night at 
their devotions in the church ; and at the times not fet apart for 
publick prayer and iieceflary reft, every one was obliged to 
•ipply himfelf to fome trade, or manual labour, not incom- 
patible with recollection , that the houfc might be fupplied with 
conveniencies. Silluft, bifhop of Jerufalem, appointed St. Sabas 
fuperiour general of the hermits, and our faint of the Ceno- 
bites or religious men living in community, throughout all Pa- 
ledine, whence he was liyled the Ccnobinrch. Thefe two 

W'eat llrvants of God lived in Ihict iriendihip, and had fre- 
quent 
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quent fpi ritual conferences together. They were alfo united 
in their zeal and fufferings for the church. 

The emperour Anaftafius patronized the Eutychian herefy, 
and ufed all poflible means to engage our faint in his party. In 
513 he depofed Elias patriarch of Jerufalem, as he had ba- 
nifhed Flavian II. patriarch of Antioch, and intruded Severus, 
an impious heretick, into that fee, commanding the Syrians to 
obey and hold communion with him. SS. Theodofius and 
Sabas maintained boldly the right of Elias, and of John hi3 
fucceflbur ; whereupon the imperial officers thought it moft ad- 
vifeable to connive at their proceedings, confidering the great 
authority they had acquired by their fanctity* Soon after the 
emperour fent Theodofius a considerable fum of money, for 
charitable ufes in appearance, but in reality to engage him in 
his interefl. The faint accepted of it, and diftributed it all 
among the poor. Anaftafius now perfuading himfelf that he 
was as good as gained over to his caufe, fent him an heretical 
profeflion of faith, in which the divine and human natures in 
Chrift were confounded into one, and defired him to fign it. The 
faint wrote him an anfwer full of an apoftolick fpirit ; in which, 
befides folidly confuting the Eutychian crrour, he added, that 
he was ready to lay down his life for the faith of the church. 
The emperour admired his courage and the ftrength of his 
reafoning; and returning him a refpectfui anfwer, highly 
commended his generous zeal, and made fome apology for 
his own inconfideratenefs, and protefied that he only defired 
the peace of the church. But it was not Jong ere he relapfed 
into his former impiety, and renewed his bloody edicts againft 
the orthodox, difpatching troops every where to have them 
put in execution. On the firft intelligence of this, Theodo- 
fius went all over the deferts and country of Paleftinc, exhort- 
ing every one to be firm in the faith of the four general coun- 
cils. At Jerufalem, having ailemblcd the people together, he 
from the pulpit cried out with a loud voice : ct If any one rc- 
cc ceives not the four general councils as the four gofpels, let 
*' him be Anathema." So bold an action in a man of his 
years infpired with courage thofe whom the edicts had terri- 
fied. His difcourfes had a wonderful e fie 61 on the people, and 
God gave a fantStion to his zeal by miracles. One of thefe 
was, that on his going out of the church at Jerufalem, a wo- 
man was healed of a cancer on the fpol, by only touching his 
garments. The emperour fent an order for his banifhinent, 
which was executed; but dying loon after, Theodofius was 
recalled by his catholick fucceflbur Juflin, who, from a com- 
mon fuldier, had gradually afcended the imperial tin one. 

On 
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Our &int furvived his return eleven years, never admitting 
the leaft relaxation in his former aufterities. Suchj was his 
humility, that feeing two monks at variance with each other 
he threw himfeJf at their feet, and would not rife till they were 
perfectly reconciled. And once having excommunicated one 
of his fubjecls for a crime, who contumacioufly pretended to 
excommunicate him in his turn 5 the faint behaved as if he had 
been really excommunicated 9 to gain the liriner's foul by this 
unprecedented example of fubmiflion. During the laft year of 
his life he was afflicted with a painful diftemper j in which he 
gave proof of an heroick patience, and an entire fubmiflion to 
the will of God. For being advifed by one that was an eye- 
witnefs of his great fufferings, to pray that God would be 
pleafed to grant him fome eafe, he would give no ear to it ; 
alledging, that fuch thoughts were impatience, and would rob 
him of his crowni Perceiving the hour of his diflblution at 
hand, he gave his laft exhortation to his difciples, and foretold 
many things which accordingly, came to pafs after his death. 
This happened in the 105th year of his age, and of our Lord 
529. Peter, patriarch of Jerusalem* and the whole country, 
aftifted with the deepeft fentiments of refpe£t at the folemnity 
of his interment, which was honoured by miracles. He was 
buried in his firft cell, called the cave of the Magi, becaufe 
the wifemen, who came to adore Chrtft foon after his birth, 
were faid to have lodged an it. A certain count being on his 
march againft thePerfians, begged the hair-fhirt which the faint 
ufed to wear next his fkin 5 and believed that he owed the victory 
which he obtained over them to the faint's protection through 
the pledge of that relick. Both the Roman and Greek calen- 
dars mention his feftival on the eleventh of January, 

On the fame DAY 

St. Hygxnus, P. and M. He was placed in the chair of St. 
Peter after the martyrdom of St. Telefphorus, in the year 139* Eu- 
febius informs us (1), that he fat four years. The church then en- 
joyed fome fort of calm under the mild reign of the cmpcrour 
Antoninus Pius ; though fcvcral martyrs buffered in his time by the 
fury of the populace, or the cruelty of certain magiftratcs. The 
emperour himfelf never confented to fuch proceedings; and when 
informed of them by the govcrnours of Alia, Athens, Theflalonica, 
and LarifTea, he wrote to them in favour of the chriitians, as is re- 
corded by St. Juftin and Eufebius (1). 

But the devil had recourfe to other arts to difturb the peace of 
God's church. Ccrdo, a Wolf in fhcep's clothing, in the year 140, 

came* 



(1) Euf, I 4. c* ir, 



(2) Euf. 1. 4 c. 26 
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came from Syria to Rome, and began to teach the falfe principles, 
which Marcion adopted afterwards with more fuecefs. He hn- 
pioufly affirmed that there were two gods; the one rigorous and 
fevere, the author of the Old Teftament ; the other merciful and 
good, the author of the New, and the Father pf Chrift, fent by 
him to redeem man from the tyranny of the former : and that 
Chrift was not really born of the Virgin Mary, or true map, but fuch 
inlhadow only and appearance. ' Our holy pope, by his paftoral vi- 
gilance, detected that monger, and cut him off from the communion 
of the church. The herefiarch, impofing upon him by a falfe re- 
pentance, was again received ; but the zealous paftor having difco- 
vered that he fecretly preached his old opinions, excommunicated 
him. a fecond time ($). 

Another minifter of Satan was Valentine,, who being a Platonick 
philofopher, puffed up wit,h $he vain opinion of his learning, and 
full of refentment for another's being preferred to him in an elec- 
tion to a -certain bifhoprick; ir* Egypt, as Tertullian relates (4), re- 
vived the errours. of Simori Magus,, and added to them many other 
abfurd fi&ions, as of thirty JEones or ages, a kind of inferiour 
deities, with whimfical hiftbries of their feveral pedigrees. Having 
broached thefe opinions : at Alexandria, he left Egypt for Rome. At 
firft he dHTembled his herefies, but by degrees his extravagant dottrincs 
came to light. Hyginus being the mildeft of men, endeavoured 
to reclaim him without proceeding to extremities ; fo that Valentine 
was not excommunicated before, the jfirft ye,ar of St. Pius his imme- 
diate fucceflbr. 

St. Hyginus did not fit quite four years, dying in 1 42. We do 
not find that he ended his life by martyrdom, yet he is %led a 
martyr in fome ancient calendars as well as in, the prefent Roman 
martyrology ; undoubtedly on account of the various perfecutions 
which he fuffered, and to which his high ftation in the church ex- 
pofed him in thofe perilous times. See Tillernont* p. 3. 

1 

St. Egwin, bifhop of Worcefter in 717. By the munificent af- 
fiftance of Coenred, king of the Mercians, .he founded the great 
abbey of Evefliam in honour of the blefled Virgin. 

■ 

St Salvius, or Sauve* Ipiftiop of Amiens, in 590. His rclicks 
are depofited at Montreul, in Pieardy, in the great abbey which 
bears his name. 



(3) St. Epiph.hrer. 41. Ircn, 1. 3. c, 4, Eiucb. (4) Tertull 

1. contra Valent. c. 4. 
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St. ARCADIUS, Martyr. 



JFVa/H bis ancient ac~is much efleemed by Baronius^ and infer ted ly 
Ruinart in his authentick collection. St. Xeno of V irona made 

ufe of them in his 4.9th fertnon on this martyr '. See Tillemont* 
5- /»• 557- 

TH E time of this faint's martyrdom is not mentioned in 
his a£ts j fome place it under Valerian, others under 
DiocJefian ; he feems to have fuffered in fome city of Mau- 
ritania, probably the capital, Caefarea. The fury of the tyrants 
raged violently, and the devil had inftigated his foldiers to wage, 
like fo many wolves, a bloody war againft the fervants of 
Jesus. Upon the leaft fufpicion they broke into houfes, made 
rigorous fearches 5 and if they found a chriftian, they treated him 
upon the fpot with the greater!: cruelty, their impatience not 
fuffering them to wait the bringing him before a judge. Every 
day new facrilegcs were committed \ the faithful were compelled 
to aflift at fuperftitious facrifices, to lead victims crowned with 
flowers through the ftreets, to burn incenfe before idols, and to 
celebrate the enthufiaftick feafts of Bacchus. Arcadius feeing 
his city in great confufion, left his eftate, and withdrew to a 
folitary place in the neighbouring country, ferving Jesus 
Christ in watching, prayer, and other exercUes of a peni- 
tential life. His Might could not be long a fecret ; for his 
not appearing at the publick facrifices, made the governour 
fend foldiers to his houfc, who furrounded it, forced open the 
doors, and finding one of his relations in it, who faid all he 
could to juflify his kmfman's abfencc, they fchced him, and the 
governour ordered him to be kept in clofe cuftody till Arcadius 
mould be taken. The martyr, informed of his friend's danger, 
and burning with a defirc to fuffcr fur Chriir, went into the 
city, and prefenting himfclf to the judge, laid : " If on my 
" account you detain my innocent relation in chains, rcleafe 
" him ; I, Arcadius, am come in perfbn to give an account 
" of inyfelf, and to dcclaie to you, that he knew not where 

Voi„ L F " 1 was/' 
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<c I was." " I am willing, anfwered the judge, to pardon not 
only him, but you alfo, on condition that you will facrifice 
to the gods." Arcadius replied : cc How can you propofe to 
me fuch a thing ? Do you not know the chriftians, or do 
you believe that the fear of death will ever make me fwerve 
from my duty? Jesus Christ is my life, and death is 
my gain. Invent what torments you pleafe ; but know that 
nothing fhall make me a traitor to my God. 3 ' The gover- 
nour in a rage, paufed to devife fome unheard-of torment for 
him. Iron hooks feemed too eafy ; neither plummets of lead, 
nor cudgels could fatisfy his fury ; the very rack he thought by 
much too gentle. At laft, imagining he had found a manner of 
death fuitable to his purpofe, he laid to the minifters of his 
cruelty : " Take him, and let him fee and defire death, with- 
out being able to obtain it. Cut off his limbs joint by joint, 
and execute this fo flowly, that the wretch may know what 
it is to abandon the gods of his anceftors for an unknown 
deity." The executioners dragged Arcadius to the place, 
where many other victims of Chrift had already fuffered : a 
place dear and fweet to all who figh after eternal life. Here 
the martyr lifts up his eyes to heaven, and implores ftrength 
from above : then ftretches out his neck, expecting to have his 
head cut off ; but the executioner bid him hold out his hand, 
and joint after joint chopped off his fingers, arms and 
fhoulders. Laying the faint afterwards on his back, he in the 
fame barbarous manner cut off his toes, feet, legs and thighs. 
The holy martyr held out his limbs and joints, one after ano- 
ther, with invincible patience and courage, repeating thefc 
words: " Lord, teach me thy wifdom for the tyrants had 
forgot to cut out his tongue. After fo many martyrdoms, his 
body lay a mere trunk weltering in its own blood. The exe- 
cutioners themfelves as well as the multitude were moved to 
tears and admiration at this fpeflaclc, and at fuch an heroick 
patience. But Arcadius with a joyful countenance furveyin^ his 
Scattered limbs all around him, and offering them to God, 
faid : cc Happy members, now dear to me, as you at laft truly 
" belong to God, being all made a facrifice to him !" Then 
turning to the people, lie faid : 4fc You who have been prclent 
at this bloody tragedy, learn that all torments feem as nothing 
to one, who has an cverlafUng crown before bis eyes. Your 
gods arc not gods : renounce their worfhip. He alone for 
4C whom [ fuffer and die, is the true God. He comforts and 
and upholds me in the condition you fee me. To die lor 
him is to live : to fuffer for him is to enjoy the grcateft de- 
cc lights/* Difcourfmg in this manner to thole about him, he 

expired on the twelfth of January, the pagans being itruck. 

with 
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with aftonifhment at fuch a miracle of patience. The chri- 
ftians gathered together his fcattered limbs, and laid them in 
one tomb- The Roman and other martyrologies make ho- 
nourable mention of him on this day. 

On the fame DAY, 

St. Benedict, commonly called Befwct Bifcop* A. He was no- 
bly defcended, and one of the great officers of the court of Ofwx, 
the religious king of the Northumbers. He was very dear to this 
prince, and was beholden to his bounty for many fair eftates, and 
great honours. But neither the favour of fo good and gracious a 
king, nor the allurements of power, riches and pleafures were of 
force to captivate his heart, who could fee nothing in them but 
dangers, and fnares fo much the more to be dreaded, as fraught 
with the power of charming. At the age therefore of twenty-five, 
an age that affords the greater!: relifh for plcafure, he bid adieu to> 
the world, and made a journey of devotion to Rome, and at his 
return devoted himfelf wholly to the fludy of thefcriptures and other 
holy exercifes. He made a fecond journey thither five or fix years 
after, and before his return, became a monk at the monaftery of 
Lerins, where he fpent two years. On his return into England 
with Theodorus, the archbifhop of Canterbury, he was made abbot 
of St. Peter's in that city, which dignity he refign£d not long after. 
He made three other journies to Rome, with the view of perfecting 
himfelf in ecclefiaftical difcipline, and the rules and practice of a 
monaftick life, for which purpofe he made long Hays both at Rome 
and at other places. He brought from Rome a choice library, many 
relicks, alfo pictures of Chrilt, the bleffed Virgin and other faints. 
From France he brought over fkilful mafons for the building of his 
monaftery at Weremouth, in 674 ; and this church was after the Ro- 
man fafhion, and of Hone ; for till that time ftone-buildings were 
very rare in Britain. Even the church of Landisfarnc was of wood, 
and covered with a thatch of ftraw and reeds, till bifhop Cadberc 
procured both the roof and walls to be covered with plates of 
lead, as Bcde mentions (1). St. Bennet alfo brought over gla- 
ziers from France ; for the art of making glafs was then un- 
known in Britain. His firft monaftery he founded at the mouth 
of the river Were, in honour of St. Peter, and another afterwards 
fix miles diilant on the Tyne, called Jarrow, in honour of St. Paul. 
He lay fick three year:, of the dead pal fy, by which all the lower 
parts of his body were without life, and for a considerable time he 
was entirely confined to his bed. His chief comfort was to praife 
God without interruption, or to hear the holy fcripturcs read to 
him. Having received the viaticum, he expired amidfl: the prayers 
of his brethren on the 1 21I1 of January in 600. fie is named in the 
Roman martyrology. 

SS. Tk;k i us, Prieft, and Eutroimu % Reader, of Conftanti- 
noplc, who underwent a martyrdom by feour^cs and racks in dc- 
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fence of truth and juftice in the caufe of St Chryfoftom during 
his exile. 

St. Aelred, Abbot of Rieval, or Ridal in Yorkfhire. He was 
of noble defcent, and was born in the north of England, in 1109. 
Being educated in learning and piety, he was invited by David, the 
pious king of Scotland, to his court, made mailer of his houfehold, 
and highly efteemed both by him and the courtiers. His virtue 
fhone with bright luftre in the world, particularly his meeknefs, 
which Chrift declared to be his favourite virtue, and the diftinguifh- 
ing mark of his true difciphs. The following is a memorable in- 
ftance to what a degree he pofTefTed this virtue. A certain perfon of 
quality having iniuited and reproached him in the prefence of the 
king, Aelred heard him out with patience, and thanked him for 
his charity and fincerity in telling him his faults. This behaviour 
had fuch an influence on his adverfary as made him afk his pardon 
on the fpot. Another time, whilft he was fpeaking on a certain 
matter, one interrupted him with very harm reviling expreifions. 
The fervant of God heard him with tranquility, and afterwards re- 
fumed his difcourfe with the fame calmnefs and prefence of mind 
as before. His defires were ardent to devote himfelf entirely to 
God, by forfaking the world ; but the charms of friendftnp detained 
him fome time longer in it, and were fetters to his foul : reflecting 
notwithstanding that he mull fooner or later be feparated by death 
from thofe he loved moft, he condemned his own cowardice, and broke 
at once thofe bands of friendfhip, which were more agreeable to 
him than all other fweets of life. He defcribes the lituation of his 
foul under this ftruggle, and fays: ** Thofe who faw me, judging 
*' by the gaudy ihew which furrounded me, and not knowing what 
* ( palled within my foul, faid, fpeaking of me : — Oh, how well is 
*' it with him ! how happy is he I — But they knew not the anguilh 
<c of my mind : for the deep wound in my heart gave me a thoufand 
" tortures, and I was not able to bear the intolerable flench of my 
" fins." But after he had taken his refolution, he fays: *• I began 
" then to know, by a little experience, what immenfe pleafure is 
-< found in thy fcrvice, and how fwcet that peace is, which is its 
" infeparable companion (2)." To relinquifh entirely all his world- 
ly engagements, he left Scotland, and embraced the auftere Ciilcr- 
cian order, at Rieval, in a valley, upon the banks of the Ric, in 
Yorkfhire, where a noble lord, called Walter Efpecke, had founded 
a monaftcry in 1122. At the age of twenty-four, in 1033, he be- 
came a monk under the firll abbot, William, a difciple of St. Ber- 
nard . Fervour adding Itrength to his tender delicate body, he fet 
himfelf chearfully about pra&ifing the gioateft aulterities, and em- 
ployed much of his time in prayer and the reading of pious books, 
lie converted his heart with great ardour to the love of God, and 
by this mean.s finding all his mortifications fwcet and light, he ciied 
out {3): "That yoke doth not opprefs, hut raifcth the foul : that 
•* burden hath wings, not weight." lie fpeaks of divine charity 
always in raptures, and by his frequent ejaculations on the fubjeel, 



(2) Spec. 1. i. c. 28 



(3) Spec. 1. 1. c. 6. 



Jan. 12. St. A E L RE D, A. 6 9 

h feems to have been the moll agreeable occupation of his foul (4) : 
« May thy voice, fays he, found in my ears, O good Jesus, that 
" my heart may learn how to love thee, that my mind may love thee, 
f( that the interiour powers, and, as it were, bowels of my foul, and 
" very marrow of my heart may love thee, and tfiat my affections 
" may embrace thee, my only true good, my fweet and delightful 
*« joy ! What is love ? my God ! If 1 miftake not, it is the wonder- 
" ful delight of the foul, fo much the more fweet as more pure, fo 
*' much the more overflowing and inebriating as more ardent. He 
" who loves thee, pofTelTes thee 5 and he poifefTes thee in proportion 
Si as he loves, becaufe thou art love. This is that abundance with 
* c which thy beloved are inebriated, melting away from themfelves, 
" that they may pafs into thee by loving thee " He had been 
much delighted in his youth with reading Tully ; but after his con- 
verfion found that authour, and all other reading tedious and bitter, 
which was not fweetened with the honey t.f the holy name of Je- 
sus, and feafoned with the word of God, as he fays in the preface 
to his book, On fpiritual friendflyip He was much edified with the 
very looks of a holy monk, called Simon, who had defpifed high 
birth, an ample fortune, and all the advantages of mind and body, 
to ferve God in that penitential Hate. This monk went and came 
as one deaf and dumb, always recollected in God ; and was fuch a 
lover of filence, that he would fcarce fpeak a few words to the 
prior on necefTary occafions. His filence however was fweet, agree- 
able,, and full of edification. Our faint fays of him : * £ The very 
" fight of his humility flifled my pride, and made me to blufh at 
•* the immortification of my looks. The law of filence practifed 
among us, prevented my ever fpeaking to him deliberately : but one 
day on my fpeaking a word to him inadvertently, his difpleafure ap- 
C J peared in his looks for my infraction of the rule of filence ; and he 
iuffered me to lie fome time proftrate before him to expiate my 
fault ; for which I grieved bitterly, and which I never could forgive 
myfelf ($)■" This holy monk having fcrved God eight years in 
perfect fidelity, died in 1 142, in wonderf ul peace, repeating with his 
laft breath : " J will fing eternally, O Lord, thy mercy, thy mer- 
cy, thy mercy ! " 

St. Aelred, much againfl his inclination, was made abbot of 

Rcvefby, in Lincolnfhire, in 11 4 2, and of Rieval over 300 monks, 
in 1143. Defcribing their life, he fays, that they drank nothing 
but water; cat little, and that coarfe : laboured hard, flept little, 
and on hard boards ; never fpoke, except to their fuperiourt> on ne- 
cefTary occafions ; carried the burdens that were laid on them with- 
out rcfufing any ; went wherever they were led ; had not a moment 
for floth, or amufemouts of any kind, and never had any law fuit, or 
difputc (6). St. Aelred alfo mentions their mutual chanty and peace 
in the moil affecting manner, and is not able to find words to ex- 
prefs the joy he felt at the fight of every one of them. Mis hu- 
mility and love of lolitude made him conltantly rcfufu many 
bifhopricks which, were prefTcd upon him. Pious reading and 
prayer were his delight. Even in times of fpiritual drynefs, if 
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he opened the divine books, he fuddenly found his foul pierced 
with the light of the Holy Ghoft. His eyes, though before as dry as 
marble, flowed with tears, and his heart abandoned kfelf to fighs 
accompanied with a heavenly pleafure, by which he was ravifhed in 
God. He died in 1166, and the 57th of his age, having been 
twenty-two years abbot. See his works, particularly his 

Mirrour of charity, and the Annals of his order. 

JANUARY 13. 

St. VERONICA, of Milan. 

From her life, in Bollandus, T. 1. p* 890. 

A. D. 1497. 

ALL ftates furnifli abundant means for attaining to fan&ity 
and chriftian perfection, and it is only owing to our 
floth and tepidity that we neglect to make ufe of them. This 
faint could boaft of no worldly advantages, either by birth, 
or fortune. Her parents maintained their family by hard labour 
in a village near Milan, and were both very pious : her father 
never fold a horfe, or any thing elfe he dealt in, without being 
more careful to acquaint the purchafer with all that was fecretly 
faulty in it, than to recommend its good qualities. His nar- 
row cirumftances prevented his giving his daughter any fchool- 
ing, fo that fhe never learned to read ; but his own, and his de- 
vout wife's example, and fervent though fimple inftructions, filled 
her tender heart from the cradle with lively fentiments of virtue. 
The pious maid from her infancy applied herfclf to continual 
prayer, was very attentive to the inftru&ions given in cate- 
chifm; and the uninterrupted confidcration of the holy myfterics 
and the important truths of religion ingrofled her whole foul to 
thcmfelvcs. She was notwithstanding, of all others, the nioft 
diligent and indefatigable in labour; and fo obedient to her pa- 
rents and matters, even in the fmallcft trifles, fo humble and 
fubmiffivc to her equals, that flic feemcd to have no will of her 
own. Her food was coarfc and very fparing, and her drink 
the fame which the poorer ibrt of people ufed in that country, 

water, except fometimcs whey, or a little milk. At her work 

Are 
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fhe continually converfed in her heart with God ; infomuch 

that in company fhe feemed deaf to their difcourfes, mirth, and 
mufick. When fhe was weeding, reaping, or at any other la- 
bour in the fields, fhe ftrove to work at a diftance from her 
companions, to entertain herfelf the more freely with her hea- 
venly fpoufe. The reft admired her love of folitude, and on 
coming to her, always found her countenance chearful, yet 
often bathed in tears, which they fometimes perceived to flow 
in great abundance ; though they did not know the fourcc to 
be devotion : fo carefully did Veronica conceal what parTed in 
her foul between her and God. 

Through a divine call to a religious and conventual ftate of 
life, flie conceived a great defire to become a nun in the poor, 
auftere and edifying convent of St. Martha, of the order of 
St. Auftin in Milan. To qualify herfelf for this flate, being 
bufied the whole day at work, fhe fat up at night to learn to 
read and write, which the want of an inftructer made a great 
fatigue to her. One day being in great anxiety about her 
learning, the Mother of God, to whom fhe had always recom- 
mended herfelf, in a comfortable vifion bad her banifh that 
anxiety ; for it was enough if fhe knew three letters : The firft, 
purity of the affections, by placing her whole heart on God 
alone, loving no creature but in him and for him : the fecond, 
never to murmur, or be impatient at the fins, or any beha- 
viour of others, but to bear them with interiour peace and 
patience, and humbly to pray for them : the third, to fet 
apart fome time every day to meditate on the pafiion of ChrifL 
After three years preparation, fhe was admitted to the reli- 
gious habit in St. Martha's. Her life here was entirely uni- 
form, perfect, and fervent in every action, no other than a 
living copy of her rule, which confifted in the practice of 
evangelical perfection reduced to certain holy cxercifes. Every 
moment of her life fhe ftudied to accomplifh it to the lean: 
tittle, and was no lefs exact in obeying the order, or direction 
of any fuperiour's will. When fhe could not obtain leave to 
watch in the church fo long as fhe defired, by readily comply- 
ing flic deferved to hear from Chrift that obedience was a fa- 
crifice the mofl dear to him, who, to obey his Father's will, 
came down from heaven, becoming obedient even unto death ( \ )„ 

She lay three years under a lingering illncfs, all which time 
flic would never be exempted from any duty of the houfe, or 

part of her work, or make ufe of the leaft indulgence though 
flic had leave; her anfwer always was: " I mult work whilit I 
" can, v/hilfl I have time." ft was her delight to help and 

¥ 4 fei ve 
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ferve every one. She always fought with admirable humility 
the laft place, and the greateft drudgery. It was her defire to 
live always on bread and water. Her fdence was a fign of her 
recollection and continual prayer, in which her gift of abun- 
dant and almoft continual tears was mod: wonderful. She nou- 
rifhed them by conftant meditation on her own miferies, on 
the Jove of God, the joys of heaven and the facred paflion of 
Chrifh She always fpoke of her own finful life, as fhe called 
it, though it was moft innocent, with the moft feeling fenti- 
ments of compunction. She was favoured by God with many 
extraordinary vifits and comforts. By moving exhortations to 
virtue, fhe foftencd and converted feveral obdurate finners. 
She died at the hour which ftie had foretold, in the year 1497, 
and the hfty-fecond of her age. Her fanclity was confirmed 
by miracles. Pope Leo X. by a bull in 151 7, permitted her 
to be honoured in her monaftery in the fame manner as if fhe 
had been beatified according to the ufual form. The bull may 
be feen In Bollandus (2). Her name was fince inferted in the 
Roman martyrology. 

On the fame DAY 

St. Kentigern, firnamed Mungo, or Munghu, that is, dearly 

beloved, bifhop of Glafcow. This faint of royal blood among 

ihe Pi£ts, was brought up by St. Servatus, a holy bifhop, in the 
monaftery of Culro9, near Fife. From the time that he was made 
bifhop, he always pafled the forty days of Lent in a Ariel; folitude, 
but his faft was the fame the remainder of the year as in Lent. 
He converted many pagans, and reformed feveral abufes, but 
was forced by the persecution of certain fons of Belial to feeic 
a place of refuge in Wales. He there founded a famous mo- 
nailery, where now St. .Afaph's ftands. Being recalled home, he 
lent miflionaries to preach the faith in the north of Scotland, the 
ifles of Orkney, and in Norway and Iceland. He was favoured 
with a wonderful gift of miracles, and died in 601, aged 85. His 
tomb in his titular church in Glafcow, was famous for miracles, 
and his name was always moft illuftrious in the Scottifh calen- 
dars («).—— Sec Hcdtor Boctius, Leflie, Uiher, c. 15 p. 355. 

It 

(2) T. 1. p. 889. 



(a) Few memoirs of the an- 
cient Scottifh church or hiflory 
have been handed down to us, 
except thofc of certain noble fa- 
milies. A catalogue of the bi- 
fhops of Galloway from St. Ni- 
ivianus, in 450, of the arch- 
bifhops of Glafcow from St. 
ivenligern, of St. Andrew's from 



the year 840, and of the bi- 
fhops of the other fees from the 
twelfth century is printed at the 
end of an old edition of Spotf- 
vvood in 1 666, and reprinted 
by bifhop Burnet, in an appen- 
dix to his memoirs of the h o u fc 
of Hamilton. 
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Jt is alfo the o£lave of the Epiphany (b). The principal object of 
the devotion of the church on this day is the baptifm of our Sa- 
viour by St. John in the Jordan. "We learn from the great council 
of Oxford in 1222 (2), that it was then kept a holyday of the third 
clafs ; on which all were obliged to hear mafs, though they might 
work afterwards. In France and Germany all fervile work was 
forbidden on it, by the capitulars of Lewis Debonnair (4). The em- 
perourTheodofius II. forbids all civil courts and tranfa&ions during 
eight days before the feilival of the Epiphany, and as many after 
it. 
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St. HILARY, Bifliop. 

From bis own writings /Z^ hlflorles of that age, which furnijh 
the moji authentlck memoirs of his life.— See what the Benedlttln 
monks have recorded of him In their edition of his works ; as alfo 
Tillemont, T. J. and Ceiller, T. 5. 'The two books, the one of 
his life, the other of his miracles, by Portunatus of Poi&iers, in 
600, are inaccurate,' — Both the Fortunatus's were from Italy ; 
and probably one was the author of the firfl, and the other of the 
fecond book. See Cclller, T. 7. 

A. D. 368, 

ST. Austin, who often urges the authority of St. Hilary 
againft the Pelagians, ftyles him the illujlrious docJor of the 
churches (1). St. Jerom fays (2), that he was a ?nq/l eloquent 
?nan, and the trumpet of the Latins agalnf} the Jlrlans $ and in 
another place, that in St. Cyprlau and St. Hilary, God had trans- 
planted two fair cedars out of the world into his church (3). 

St. Hilary was born at Poicliers, and his family one of the 
moft iljuftrious in Gaul (4). He fpent his youth in the ftudy of 

eloquence. He himfelf teftifics that he was brought up in ido- 
latry, 

{3) Can. 8. (4) L. 2. dc fcriis. (1) L. 2. adv. 

Julian, c. 8. (2) L. 2. adv. Rufin, p. 415. (3) in. Jia. 

t\ 60. (4) S. Hieron. in Catal. 

{b) The church prolongs more feflival. This term h called it.s 
folcmn feilivals during H days, octave, and the eighth day i» 
with a daily continuation of the called the ocluvw day. 

facred oilice proper to each fuch 
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latry, and gives us a particular account of the fteps by which 
God conducted him to the knowledge of his faving faith (5). 
He confidered by the glimmering or faint light of reafon, that 
man, who is created a moral and free agent, is placed in this 
world for the exercife of patience, temperance and other vir- 
tues, which he faw mud receive from God a recompence after 
this life. He ardently fet about learning what God is ; and 
after fome refearches into the nature of the Supreme Being, he 
quickly difcovered the abfurdity of polytheifm^ or a plurality of 
gods 5 and was convinced that there can be only one God, and 
that the fame is eternal, unchangeable, all-powerful, the firft 
caufe and author of all things. Full of thefe reflections, he 
met with the holy fcriptures, and was wonderfully affected with 
that juft and fublime defcription Mofes gives of God in thofe 
words, fo expreflive of his felf-exiftence (6) : I am who am: 
and was no lefs ftruck with the idea of his immenuty and fu- 
preme dominion, illuftrated by the moil: lively images in the 
infpired language of the prophets. The reading of the New 
Teftament put an end to, and completed his enquiries 5 and he 
learned from the firft chapter of St. John, that the divine Word, 
God the Son, is coeternai and confubftantial with the Father. 
Here he checked his natural curiofity, avoided fubtilties, and 
fubmitted his underftanding to divine revelation, refolving what 
feemed incomprehenfible into the veracity and power of God ; 
and not prefuming to meafure divine myfteries by his {hallow 
capacity. Being thus brought to the knowledge of faith, he 
received the heavenly regeneration by baptifm. From that time 
forth he fo fquared his whole life by the rules of piety, and fo 
zealous were his endeavours to confirm others in the faith of 
the holy Trinity, and to encourage all to virtue, that he feemed, 
though a layman, already to poflefs the grace of the pricfthood. 

He was married before his converfion to the faith ; and 
his wife, by whom he had a daughter named Abra, was 
yet living when he was choien bifhop of Poiclicrs, about 
the year 3535 but from the time of his ordination he lived 
in perpetual continency He omitted no endeavours to 

cfcape 



(5) L. 1 . de Trin. n 1 ... 10. 



(6) Exod. iii. 14 



(<?) The contrary is certainly 
a milcake in Dr. Cave : for St. 
jcrom writing a^ainll Jovinian, 
lays in 1. 1. p. 175. that though 
the church was fomethncs obliged 
to make choice of married men 
lor the piiellhood, bccaule vir- 



gins, or unmarried could not al- 
ways be found, they notwith- 
ila tiding lived ever after conti- 
tinent. Cert/} covjiteris, nan pofft 
effe epifcopiun qui in epi/hffttu JdiM 
faciat : alfaqui ft deprebevjtts fueni 

nan qnoji vir tcnebilur, fid qntijx 

a a' u iter 
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efcape this promotion 5 but his humility only made the people 
the more earneft to fee him vefted with that dignity : and indeed 
their expectations were not fruftrated in him, for his eminent 
virtue and capacity fhone forth with fuch a luftre, as foon drew 
upon him the attention not only of all Gaul, but of the whole 
church. He wrote at that time his expofition of the pfalms (in 
which he often borrows from Origen) and his excellent com- 
ment on the go/pel of St. Matthew. St. Jerom recommends 
in a particular manner the reading of thefe works to virgins 
and devout perfons (7). From that time the Arian controveriy 
entirely employed his pen. He was an excellent oratour and 
poet. His ftyle is lofty and noble, beautified with rhetorical 
ornaments and figures, but fomewhat fiudied ; and the length 
of his periods renders him fometimes obfcure to the unlearned, 
as St. Jerom takes notice (8). It is obferved by Dr. Cave, 
that all his writings breathe an extraordinary vein of piety. 
St. Hilary folemnly appeals to God (9), that he held it as the 
great work of his life, to employ all his faculties to anounce 
God to the world, and to excite all men to the Jove of him. 
He earneftly recommends the practice of beginning every ac- 
tion and difcourfe by prayer, and fome act of divine praife (10) ; 
as alfo to meditate on the law of God day and night, to pray 
without ceafing, by performing all our actions with a view to 
God their ultimate end, and to his glory (n). He breathes 
a fincere and ardent defire of martyrdom, and difcovers a 
foul fearlefs of death and torments. He had the greateft 
veneration for truth, fparing no pains in its purfuit, and dread- 
ing no dangers in its defence. 

The emperour Conftantius, having laboured for federal years 
to compel the eaftern churches to embrace Ari an i fin, came into 
the Weft ; and after the overthrow of the tyrant Maxentius, 
made fome fray at Aries, whilft his Arian bifhops held a coun- 
cil there, in which they engaged Saturninus, the impious bi- 
fhop of that city, in their party, in 353. A bolder Arian 
council at Milan, in 355, held during the refidencc of the em- 
perour 

(7) Ep. ad Lactam. (8) Ep. 49. ad Paulinum, T. 4. p. 567. 
(9) Lib. 1. dcTrinic. (10) In Pf. 64. (11) In Pf. 

1, p. 19, 20. 

adulter condemtiahittir. tb. And virgins, or tingle ; or if they 
in his book again II Vigilnntius, were married, they ce a fed to live 
p. 28. he obicrves, that in the as hufbandu : aut wirginei c let teas 
churches of the Baft, in Egypt, auipiunt y Jlut continwtcs ; nut JS 
find in the apoitolick fee of uxores babutrint % mar it i effe de~ 
Jlome, thofc only were made Jtnunt, p. 281. 
(Ar/V/, or clergymen, who were 
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perour in that city, required all to fign the condemnation of 
St. Athanafius. Such as refufed to comply were banifhed; 
among whom were St. : Eufebius of Vercelli, Lucifer of Cag- 
liari, and St. Dionyfius of Milan, into whofe fee Auxentius, 
the Arian, was intruded. St. 'Hilary wrote on that occaiion his 
firfl book to Conftantius, in which he mildly intreated him to 
reftore peace to the church. He feparated himfelf from the 
three Arian bifhops in the Weft, Urhc'ius, Valens, and Sa- 
turninus, and exhibited an accufation againft the laft in a fynod 
at Beziers. But the emperour, who had information of the 
matter from Saturn inus, fent an order to Julian, then Ca?far, 
and firnamed afterwards the Apoftate, who at that time com- 
manded in Gaul, for St. Hilary's immediate banifbment into 
Phrygia, together with St. Rhodanius, bilhop of Touloufe. 
The bifhops in Gaul being almoft all orthodox, remained in 
communion with St. Hilary, and would not fuffer the intrufion 
of any one into his fee, which in his abfence he continued to 
govern by his priefts. The faint went into banifhment about 
the middle of the year 356, with as great alacrity as another 
would take a journey of pleafure, and never entertained the 
leaft difcjuieting thought of hardftiips, dangers, or enemies; 
having a foul both above the fmiles and frowns of the world, 
and fixed only on God. He remained in exile fomewhat up- 
wards of three years, which time he employed in compofmg 
feveral learned works. The principal and moft efteemed of 
thefe is that On the Trinity againft the Arians^ in twelve books. 
In them he proves the confubftantiality of the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoft. He teaches that the church is one, out of which 
all herelies fpring; but that by this fhe is diftinguifhed, as 
ftanding always one, always alone againft them all, and con- 
founding them all : whereas they by perpetual divifions tear 
each other in pieces, and fo become the fubjecT: of her tri- 
umph (12). He proves, that Arianifm cannot be the faith of 
Chrift, becaufe not revealed to St. Peter, upon whom the 
church was built and fecured for ever; for whofe faith Chrift 
prayed, that it might never fail ; who received the keys of tlic 
kingdom of heaven, and whofe judiciary fentence on earth is 
that of heaven (13): all which arguments he frequently 
urges (14). He proves the divinity of Chrift by the miracles 
wrought at the fepulchres of the apoftlcs and martyrs, and by 
their relicks : for the devils thcmfelvcs confefs Chrift's God- 
head, and roar and flee at the prefence of the venerable bones 
of his fcrvants (15), which he alfo mentions and urges in his 

in- 

(12) Lib. 7- dcTrinit. 11.4. p. 917. (13) Lib. 6. n. 37- 

38. (14) lb. 1.6. n 16. 1. 3. n. 36 in Pf. 131. n. 4. '» 

cap. 16. Matin, n. 7. p. 690. (15) Lib. 11. do Trinit. n. 
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; inveftive againft Conftantius (16). In 358, he wrote his book 
' Onfynodsy or 0// ^ the Orientals* to explain the terms 

and variation of the eaftern Arians in their fynods. 

In his exile he .was informed, that his daughter Abra, whom 

,he had left in Gaul, had thoughts of embracing the married 
ftate ; upon which he implored Chrift with many tears to be- 
flow on her the precious jewel of virginity. He fent her a 
letter that is ffill extant, in which he acquaints her, that if (he 
contemned all earthly things, fpoufe, fumptuous garments and 
riches, Chrift had prepared for her, and had fhewn unto him at 
his prayers and tears, an ineftimable never-fading diamond, in- 

' finitely more precious than fhe was able to frame to herfelf an 
idea of. He conjures her by the God of heaven, and intreats 
her not to make void his anxiety for her, nor to deprive herfelf 
of fo incomparable a good. Fortunatus allures us, that the 
original letter was kept with veneration in the church of Poic- 
tiers in the fixth century when he wrote, and that Abra fol- 
lowed his advice, and died happily at his feet after his return(£), 
St. Hilary fent to her with this letter two hymns compofed by 
himfelf j one for the evening, which does not feem to have 
reached our times ; the other for the morning, which is the- 
hymn Luc is largttor fplendide. 

The emperour, by an unjufl: ufurpation in the affairs of the 
church, aflembled a council of Arians at Seleucia, in Ifauria, 
to undermine the great council of Nice. St. Hilary was invited 
thither by the Semi-Arians, who hoped from his lenity that 
he would be ufeful to their party in crufhing the ftaunch Arians, 
, that is, thofe who adhered ftri&ly to the dodtrine of Arius. But 
no human confiderations could daunt his courage. He boldly 
defended the decrees of Nice, till* at Jaft, tired out with hear- 
ing the blafphemies of the hereticks, he withdrew to Conftan- 
tinople. The weak emperour was the dupe fometimes of the 

* Arians, and at other times of the Semi-Arians. Thefe laft 
prevailed at Seleucia, as the former did in a council held at 
Conftantinople in the following year 363, where having the 
advantage, they procured the banifhmcnt of the Semi-Arians, 
Iefs wicked than thcmfelves. St. Hilary prefented to the em- 
perour a rcqueft, called, his fecond book to Conftantius, beg- 

ging the liberty of holding a publick difputation about religion 

with 

(16) Lib. 3. adv. Conflant. n. 8. p. 1243. Ed. Ben. 

f jA This letter is commended tion of the works of St. Hilary, 

W the molt judicious cri ticks, and others. The ityle is not 

liinoiHLis, Tillcjnont, Fleury, and pompous, but adapted to the ca- 

^outant, a monk of the congre- pacity of a girl of thirteen years 

prion of St. Maur, in his cdi- of a<j>\ 
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with Saturninus, the authour of his baniftiment. He prefles him 
to receive the unchangeable apoftolick faith,- injured by the 
late innovations, and fmartly rallies the fickle humour of the 
hereticks who were perpetually making new creeds, and con- 
demning their old ones, having made four within the com- 
pafs of the foregoing year j fo that faith was become that of the 
times, not that of the gofpels, and that there were as many 
faiths as men, as great a variety of doctrine as of manners, as 
many blafphemies as vices (17). He complains that they had 
their yearly and monthly faiths ; that they made creeds to con- 
demn and repent of them ; and that they formed new ones to 
anathematize thofe that adhered to their old ones. He adds, 
that every one had fcripture texts, and the words ApoftoM 
Faith in their mouths, for no other end than to impofe on weak 
minds : for by attempting to change faith, which is unchange- 
able, faith is loft ; they correct and amend till weary bf all, they 
condemn all. He therefore exhorts them to return to the 
haven from which the gufts of their party fpirit and prejudice 
had driven them, as the only means to be delivered our of their 
tempeftuous and perilous confufion. The ifTue of this chal- 
lenge was, that the Arians, dreading fuch a trial, perfuaded 
the emperour to rid the Eaft of a man that never ceafed to di- 
fturb its peace, by fending him back into Gaul ; which he did, 
but without reverfing the fentence of his banifliment. 

St. Hilary returned through Illyricum and Italy to confirm 
the weak. He was received at Poictiers with the grcateft de- 
monftrations of joy and triumph, where his old difciple St. 
Martin rejoined him to purfue the exercifes of piety under his 
direction. A fynod in Gaul, convoked at the inftance of St. 
Hilary, condemned that of Rimini, which had omitted the 
word confubJlantiaL Saturninus proving obftinate was excom- 
municated and depofed for his hcrefy, and other crimes. Scan- 
dals were removed, difcipline, peace, and purity of faith were 
reftored, and piety flourifhed. The death of Conftantius 
put an end to the Arian perfecution. St. Hilary was the 
mildefi of men, full of condefcenfion and affability to all: 
yet feeing this behaviour ineffectual, he compofed an invec- 
tive againil Conftantius, in which, he employed feverity and 
the harfheft terms ; and for which undoubtedly he had reafons 
that arc unknown to us. This piece did not appear abroad 
till after the death of that emperour. Our faint undertook a 

journey to Milan, in 364, againft Auxentius the Arian ufurpcr 

of 



(17) Tot nunc fides cxillcre quot voluntates .... Annuas atquc 
menllmasde Deo fides decerninius, decrctis p.enitemus, pxnitentts 
defendimus, defenfoa amuhcHiatizamus* 
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of that fee, and in a publick difputation obliged him to confefs 
Chrift to be true God, of the fame fubftance and divinity with 
the Father, St. Hilary indeed faw through his hypocrify j but 
this diflembling heretick impofed fo far on the emperour Va- 
lentinian, as to pafs for orthodox. Our faint died at Poi&iers, 
in the year 368, on the thirteenth of January. His miracles 
are related by Venantius Fortunatus, bifhop of Poicliers, and 
are the fubjecvfc pf a whole book added by him to his life, which 
feems to have been written by another Fortunatus. St. Gre- 
gory of Tours, Flodoard and others have mentioned feveral 
wrought at his tomb (a). 



^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
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St. FELIX, of Nola, Prieft and C. 

From St. Paulinas' *s poems on bis life 9 and confirmed by other authen- 
tick ancient records. See Tillemont^ 7". 4. p. 22.6, and Ruinarty 

Acla Sincera, />. 256. 

A. D. 250. 

IT is obferved by the judicious Tillemoiu with regard to the 
life of this faint, that we might doubt of its wonderful cir- 
cumfrances, were they not fuppor ted by the authority of a Pauli- 
nus ; but that great miracles ought to be received with the greater 
veneration, when authorized by inconteftable vouchers. 

St. Felix was a native of Nola, a Roman colony in Cam- 
pania, fourteen miles from Naples, where his father Hermias, 
who was by birth a Syrian, and had ferved in the army, had 
purehafed an cfrate, and fettled himfelf. He had two fons, 
Felix and Hermias, to whom at his death he left his patrimony. 
The younger fought preferment in the world among the lovers 

of 

(a) The works of St. Hilary trine. The fame edition was re- 
Were published in one volume in printed at Verona', in 1730, with 
iolio at Paris, in 1693, by Dom additional comments on feveral 
Coutant before- mentioned. In pfalms, by the Marquifs Scipio 
the preliminary difcourfe he has MafFei. 
ftiven a large account of his tloc- 
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of vanity, by following the profeBion of arms, which at that 
time was the fureft road to riches and honours. Felix, to be- 
come in effect what his name in Latin imported, that is, hap- 
py* refolved to follow no other ftandard than that of the king 
of kings, Jesus Christ, For this purpofe defpifing all earth- 
ly things, left the love of them might entangle his foul, he di- 
ftributed the better part of his fubftance among the poor, and 
was ordained Reader, Exorcift, and laftly, Prieft by Maxim us, 
the holy biftiop of Nola ; who, charmed with his fan£tity and 
prudence, made him his principal fupport in thofe times of 
trouble, and defigned him for his fuccerfour (1 ). 

In the year 250, the emperour Decius raifed a bloody per- 
fection againfl the church. Maximus feeing himfelf princi- 
pally aimed at, retired into the deferts, not through the fear of 
death, which he defired, but rather not to tempt God by feek- 
ing it, and to referve himfelf for the fervice of his flock. The 
perfecutors not finding him, Teized on Felix, who in his ab- 
sence was very vigilant in the difcharge of all his paftoral du- 
ties. The governour caufed him to be fcourged : then loaded 
with bolts and chains about his neck, hands and legs, and caft 
into a dungeon, in which, as St. Prudentius informs us (2), 
the floor was fpread all over with pot-fhreds, and pieces of 
broken glafs, fo that there was no place free from them, on 
which the faint could either ftand or He. One night an angel ap- 
pearing in great glory, filled the prifon with a bright light, and 
bad St. Felix go and afiift his bifhop who was in great diftrefs. 
The confeflbr feeing his chains fall orF, and the doors open, fol- 
lowed his guide, and was conducted by heaven to the place 
where Maximus lay almoft periftied with hunger and cold, 
fpeechlefs and without fenfe : for through anxiety for his flock, 
and the hardships of his folitary retreat, he had fufFered more 
than a martyrdom. Felix, not being able to bring him to 
himfelf, had recourfe to prayer; and difcovering thereupon a 
bunch of grapes within reach, he fqueezed fome of the juice 
into his mouth, which had the defired effect. The good bi- 
fliop no (boner beheld his friend Felix but he embraced him, 
and begged to be conveyed back to his church. The faint 
taking him on his fhoulders, carried him to his epifcopal houfe 
in the city before clay appeared, where a pious ancient woman 
took care of him* (3)- 

Felix with the blcfling of his paftor repaired fecretly to bis 
own lodgings, and there kept himfelf concealed, praying for 

the church without ccafing, till peace was rcilorcd to it by the 

death 



(0 S. Paulin. Carm. 19. 20. Seu Natali. 4. (2) De Cor. 

hymn. 5. (3) i'aulin. Carm. 19, 
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death of Dccius in the year 251. He no fooner appeared 
again in publick, but his zeal fo exafperated the pagans, that 
they came armed to apprehend him; but though they met him, 
they knew him not ; they even aflced him where Felix was, a 
queftion he did not think proper to give a direct anfwer to. 
The perfecutors going a little farther perceived their miftake 
and returned ; but the faint in the mean time had ftept a little 
out of the way, and crept through a hole in a ruinous old waJJ, 
which was inftantly clofed up by fpiders webs. His enemies 
never imagining any thing could have lately pafled where they 
faw fo clofe a fpider's web, after a fruitlefs fearch elfewhere, 
returned in the evening without their prey. Felix finding 
among the ruins, between two houfes, an old well half dry, 
hid himfelf in it for fix months; and received during that time 
wherewithal to fubiift by means of a devout chriftian woman. 
Peace being reftored to the church by the death of the em- 
perour, the faint quitted his retreat, and was received in the 
city as an angel fent from heaven. 

Soon after, St. Maximus dying, all were unanimous for 
electing Felix bifliop ; but he perfuaded the people to make 
choice of Quintus, becaufe the older prieft of the two, having been 
ordained feven- days before him. Quintus when bifhop always re- 
fpe&ed St. Felix as his father, and followed his advice in every 
particular. The remainder of the faint's eftate having been 
confifcated in the perfecution, he was advifed to lay claim to it, 
as others had done, who thereby recovered' what had been 
taken from them. His anfwer was, that in poverty he fhould 
be the more fecure of poflefling Chrift(4). He could not even 
be prevailed upon to accept what the rich offered him. He rented 
a little fpot of barren land, not exceeding three acres, which 
he tilled with his own hands, in fuch manner, as to receive his 
fubfiftence from it, and to have fomething left for alms. What- 
ever was beftowed on him, he gave it immediately to the poor. 
If he had two coats, he was fure to give them the better; and 
often exchanged his only one for the rags of fome beggar. He 
died in a good old age, on the fourteenth of January, on which 
day the martyrology under the name of St. Jcrom, and all 
others of later date, mention him. Five churches have been 
built at, or near the place, where he was firlt interred, which 
Was without the precinct of the city of Nola. His precious 
remains are at prefent kept in the cathedral. 

St. Paulinus, a Roman fenator, in the fifth age, came from 
Spain to Nola, defiroua of being porter in the church of St. 

Vol. 1. G Felix. 

(4) Dives egrbo Deo ; yam Chriftum pauper balebo. Paulin. Carm, 
20. natali S. Felicia c. 
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Felix. He teftifies, that crowds of pilgrims carne from Rome, 
from all other parts of Italy, and more diftant countries, to vi- 
fit his fepulchre on his feftival : he adds, that all brought fome 
prefent or other to his church, as wax -candles to burn at his 
tomb, precious ointments, coftly ornaments, and fuch like; 
but that for his part, he offered to him the homage of his tongue, 
and himfelf, though an unworthy vi£tirn (5). He every where 
exprefTes his devotion to this faint in the warm eft and ftrongeft 
terms, and believes that all the graces he received from heaven, 
were conferred on him through the interceflion of St, Felix, 
To him he addreffed himfelf in all his neceflities ; by his prayers 
he begged grace in this life, and glory after death (6). He de- 
fcribes at large the holy pictures of the whole hiftory of the 
Old Teftament, which were hung up in the church of St Fe- 
Jix, and which inflamed all who beheld them, and were as fo 
many books that inftrucled the ignorant. We may read with 
pleafure the pious fentiments the fight of each gave St. Pauli- 
nus (7). He relates a great number of miracles that were 
wrought at his tomb, as of perfons cured of various diftempcrs 
and delivered from dangers by his interceflion, to fever al of 
which he was an eye-witnefs. He teftifies, that he himfelf had 
frequently experienced the moft fenfiblc effects of his patronage, 
and, by having recourfe to him, had been fpeedily fuccour- 
ed (8). Sc. Auftin alfo has given an account of many miracles 
performed at his fhrine (9). It was not formerly allowed to 
bury any corpfe within the walls of cities. The church of St. 
Felix out of the walls of Nola, not being comprifed under this 
prohibition, many devout chriftians fought to be buried in it, 
that their faith and devotion might recommend them after death 
to the patronage of this holy confeflbr, upon which head St. 
Paulinus confulted St. Auftin. The holy doctor anfwered him 
by his book, On the care for the dead: in which he (hews that 
the faith and devotion of fuch perfons would be available to 
them after death, as the fuffrages and good works of the living 
Hi behalf of the faithful departed are profitable to the latter. 

On 

( c ) ■ ■ ■ Eg o munere lingua 

Nudus opum famulor, dc me mca dcbita fol c vens t 

Wlequt. ip/um pro me, >vilis licet hojii/t, ptndatn. Natal. 6. 

(6) Nat. i . 2, &c. (7) Nat. 9. 10. (8) S. Paulin. t\\ 

28. and 36. Carm. 13. 18. 21. 22. 23. zg, Sec. (9) S. Au- 

guft. Hp. 78. olim 137. and lib. Dc cura pro mortuis, c. 16. 
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On the fame DAY 

SS Isaias, S abb as, and thirty -eight other holy folitaries on 
.mount Sinai, martyred by a troop of Arabians in 373 : like wife 
Paul, the abbot : Mofes, who by his preaching and miracles had 
converted to the faith the Ifmaelites of* Pharan : Pfaes, a prodigy 
of aufterity, and many other hermits on mount Raithe, two days 
journey from Sinai, maflacred the fame year by the Blemmyans, a 
lavage infidel nation of Ethiopia. All thefe anchorets lived on 
dates, never tailed bread, worked at making balkets in cells at a 
confiderable diftance from each other, and met on Saturdays in the 
evening in one common church, where they watched and faid the 
night office, and on the Sunday received together the holy eucharift. 

They were remarkable for their ailiduity in prayer and falling. 

See their a£ts by Ammonius, an eye-witnefs. 

Alfo many holy anchorets on mount Sinai, whofe lives were faithful 
copies of chriftian perfection, and who met on Sundays to receive 
the holy eucharift, were martyred by a band of Saracens in the fifth 
century. A boy of fourteen years of age, led among them an 
afcetick life of great perfection. The Saracens threatened to kill 
him, if he did not difcover where the ancient monks had concealed 
themfelves. He anfwered, that death did not terrify him, and that 
he could not ranfom his life by a fin in betraying his fathers. They 
bad him put off his clothes : " After you have killed me, faid the 
*• mod eft youth, take my clothes and welcome: but as I never fa w 
*' my body naked, have fo much compaffion and regard for my 
16 fhamefacednefs, as to let me die covered. " The barbarians en- 
raged at this anfwer, fell on him with all their weapons at once, 
and the pious youth died by as many martyrdoms as he had execu- 
tioners. St. Nilus, who had been formerly governour of Conflan- 
tinople, has left us an account of this mafiacre in feven narratives : 
at that time he led an eremitical life in thofe deferts, and had 
placed his fon Thcodulus in this holy company. He was carried 
away captive, but redeemed after many dangers. 

St. Peter Or si, or Urseoli, Doge of Venice, afterwards a 

penitent, and difciple of St. Romuald, in g$?*—. See an account 

of him in St RomuakTs life, February the 7th. ■ 

SS. Barbasceminus, and fixtecn of his clergy, MM. He 
fuccccdcd his brother St. Sadoth in the metropolitan fee of Scleucia 
and Ctefiphon, in 34.2, which he held fix years. Being accufed 
as an enemy to the Perfian religion, and as one who fpoke againft 
the Perfian divinities Fire and Water, he was apprehended with fix- 
teen of his clergy by the orders of king Sapor II. The king fee- 
ing his threats loft upon him, confined him almoft a year in a loath- 
fome dungeon, in which he was often tormented by the Magians 
with fco urges, clubs and tortures, befides the continual annoyance 
of flench, filth, hunger and thirfl After eleven months the pri- 
foners were brought again before the king. Their bodies were dif- 
figurcd by their torments, and their f aces dif coloured by a blackiih 
hue, which they had contracted. Sapor held out to the bifhop a 

G 2 eoldcn 
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golden cup as a prefent, in which were a thoufand Sineas of gold, a 
coin ftill in ufe among the Pcrfiaris. Befides this he promifed him a 
government, and other great offices, if he would fufFer himfelf to be 
initiated in the rites of the fun. The faint replied that he could 
not anfwer the reproaches of Chrift at the laft day, if he mould 
prefer gold, or a whole empire to his holy law ; and that he was 
ready to die. He received his crown by the fword with his com- 
panions on the fourteenth of January, in the year 346, and of the 
reign of k»ng Sapor II. the 37th, at Ledan in the province of the 
Huzites. St. Maruthas, the author of his acts, adds, that Sapor 
refolving to extinguifh utterly the chriftian name in his empire, 
publifhcd a new terrible edicl, v/hereby he commanded every one 
to be tortured and put to death who mould refufe to adore the fun, 
to worfhip fire and water, and to feed on the blood of living crea- 
tures (a). The fee of Seleucia remained vacant twenty years, and 
innumerable martyrs watered all the provinces of Perfia with their 
blood. St. Maruthas was not able to recover their names, but has 
left us a copious panegyrick of their heroick deeds, accompanied 
with the warmeft fentiments of devotion, and defires to be fpeedily 

united with them in glory. See Ada Mart. Orient, per Steph, 

AfTemani, T. i. p. 3. 



(a) The chriltians obferved for precept of abftaining from blood. 

feveral ages, efpecially in the Acts xv. 20. See Nat. Alex- 

Ealt, the apoftolick temporary ander. Hift. Ssec. diflert. 9. 
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St. P A U L, the firft Hermit. 



From his life, compiled by St. ferom, in 365. Pope Gclafms I. in 
his learned Roman council, in 494, com?nends this autbentick bi~ 
/lory. St. Paul is alfo mentioned by CaJJian, St. Fidgentius, 
Sidpitins Sever us, Sidonius, Paulinus in the life of St. Ambrofe, 
Sec. St. ferom received this account from two difciples of'St* 
Antony^ Amathas and Macarius. The latter feems to have been 
St. Macarius of Alexandria. St. Athanafus fays, that he only 
wrote what he had heard from St. Antony's own mouth, or from 
his difciples, and defires others to add what they knew concerning 
his ailions. 

A. D. 342. 

T? LIAS and St. John the Baptift fan£Ufied the deferts, and 
Hj Jefus Chrift himfelf was a model of the eremitical ftate 
during his forty days faft in the wildernefs : neither is it to be 
queftioned but the Holy Ghoft conducted the faint of this day, 
tho 5 young, into the defert, and was to him an inftructor there. 
But it is no lefs certain that an entire folitude and total feque- 
ftration of ones felf from human fociety is one of thofe extra- 
ordinary ways by which God leads fouls to himfelf, and is more 
worthy of our admiration than calculated for imitation and 
practice. It is a ftate which ought only to be embraced by fuch 
as are already well experienced in the practices of virtue and 
contemplation, and who can refifl floth and other temptations ; 
left inflead of being a help it prove a fnare and {tumbling block 
in their way to heaven. 

This faint was a native of the Lower Thcbais in -/Egypt, 
and had loft both his parents, when he was but fifteen years 
of age. Ncvcrthclefs he was a great proficient in the Greek 
and Egyptian learning, was mild and modeft, and feared God 
from his earlieft youth. 'J "he bloody perfecution of Dccius di- 
fturbed the peace of the church in 250; and, what was mod 
dreadful, Satan by his miniftcrs fought not fo much to kill the 
bodies, aa by fubtlc artifices and tedious tortures to deftroy the 
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fouls of men. Two inftances are fufficient to fhew his malice 
in this refpe£r. A foldier of Chrift, who had already triumphed 
over the racks and tortures, had his whole body rubbed over 
with honey, and was then laid on his back in the fun, with 
his hands tied behind him, that the flies and wafps, which are 
quite intolerable in hot countries, might torment and gall him 
with their fVmgs. Another was bound with filk cords on a 
bed of down, in a delightful garden, where a lafcivious wo- 
man was employed to entice him to lin. The martyr, fenfible 
of his danger, bit off part of his tongue, and fpit it in her face, 
that the horrour of fuch an acVion might put her to flight, and 
the fmart, occafioned by it, be a means to prevent in his own 
heart any manner of confent to carnal pleafure. During thefe 
times of danger Paul kept himfelf concealed in the houfe of 
another ; but finding that a brother-in-law was inclined to be- 
tray him, that he might enjoy his eftate, he fled into the de- 
ferts. There he found many fpacious caverns in a rock, which 
were faid to have been the retreat of money-coincrs in the days 
of Cleopatra, queen of Egypt. He chofe for his dwelling a 
cave in this place, near which were a palm-tree (# ), and a clear 
fpring: the former by its leaves furnifhed him wi,th raiment, 
and by its fruit with food ; and the latter fupplied him with 
water for his drink. 

Paul was twenty-two years old when he entered the defert. 
His firft intention was to enjoy the liberty of ferving God till 
the perfecution ihould ceafe : but relifhing the fweets of heavenly 
contemplation and penance, and learning the fpiritual advan- 
tages of holy folitude, he refolved to return no more among 
men, or concern himfelf in the leafr. with human affairs and 
what paffed in the world. It was enough for him to know that 
there was a world, and to pray that it might be improved in 
goodnefs. The faint lived on the fruit of his tree till he was 
forty-three years of age; and from that time till his death, 
like Elias, he was miraculoufly fed with bread brought him 
every day by a raven. His method of life and what he did in 
this place during ninety years is unknown to us : but God was 
plealed to make his fervant known a little before his death. 

The great St. Antony, who was then ninety years of age, 
was tempted to vanity, as if no one had fcrved God fo long 
in the wildernefs as he had done, imagining himfelf alfo to be 
the firft example of a life fo rcclufe from human converlation. 

But 



(//) Pliny recounts thirty-nine 
different foi ls of palm- trees, and 
fays that the belt grow in Kgypt, 
which arc evergreen, have leaves 



thick enough to make ropes, and 
a fruit which ferves in fomc 

places to make bread. 
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But the contrary was difcovered to him in a dream the night 
following, and the faint was at the fame time commanded by 
Almighty God to fet out forthwith in queft of a perfect 
fervant of his concealed in the more remote parts of thofe deferts. 
The holy old man fet out the next morning in fearch of the 
unknown hermit. St. Jerom relates from his authours, that he 
met a centaur, or creature, not with the nature and properties, 
but with fomething of the mixt fhape of man and horfe(i) y 
and that this monfter, or phantom of the devil (St. Jerom pre- 
tends not to determine which it was) upon his making the fign 
of the crofs, fled away, after having pointed out the way to 
the faint. Our authour adds, that St. Antony foon after met a 
fatyr (£), who gave him to underftand that he was an inhabi- 
tant of thofe deferts, and one of that fort, whom the deluded 
Gentiles adored for gods. St. Antony after two days and a 
night fpent in the fearch, difcovered the faint's abode by a light 
that was in it, which he made up to. Having long begged 
admittance at 'the door of his cell, St. Paul at laft opened it 
with a fmile. They embraced, called each other by their 
names, which they knew by divine revelation. St. Paul then 
enquired whether idolatry Rill reigned in the world. While 
they were difcourfing together, a raven flew towards them, and 
dropped a loaf of bread before them. Upon which St. Paul 
faid : cc Our good God has fent us a dinner. In this manner 
<c have I received half a loaf every day, thefe fixty years paft : 
* c now you are come to fee me, Chrift has doubled his provi- 
4C fion for his fervants." Having given thanks to God, they 
both fat down by the fountain ; but a little conteft arofe be- 
tween them who fhould break the bread. St. Antony alledged 
St. Paul's greater age, and St. Paul pleaded that Antony was 
the ftranger. Both agreed at laft to take up their parts together. 
Having refrefhed themfelves at the fpring, they fpent the night 
in prayer. The next morning St. Paul told his gueft that the 
time of his death approached, and that he was fent to bury him 
adding; tfc Go and fetch the cloak given you by St. Athanafius 
" bifhop of Alexandria, in which I deftre you to wrap my body." 

G 4 This 

(1) Pliny, 1. 7. c. 3. and others aflurc that fuch monftcrs have 
been fecn. Confult die note of Rofweide. 



(l>) The heathens might feign 
their gods of the woods from 
certain mon Iters fometimes fecn. 
Plutarch, in his life of Sylla, fays, 
that a fatyr was brought to that 

general at Athens; and St. Je- 



rom tells us, that one was fhewn 
alive at Alexandria, and after 
its death was tailed and embalm- 
ed, and fent to Antioch, that 
Conllantine the Great might fc* 
it. 
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This he might fay with the intent of being left alone in 
prayer, whilft he expedited to be called out of this world 5 as 
alfo that he might teftify his veneration for St. Athanafius, and 
his high regard for the faith and communion of the ca- 
tholick church, on account of which that holy bifhop was 
then a great fufferer. St. Antony was furprized to hear him 
mention the cloak, which he could not have known but by 
divine revelation. Whatever was his motive for defiring to be 
buried in it, St. Antony acquiefced to what was afked of him. 
So after mutual embraces he haftened to his monaftery to corn- 
ply with St. Paul's requeft. He told his monks, that he, a 
finner, falfely bore the name of a fervant of God ; but that he 
had feen Elias, and John the Baptift in the wildernefs ; even 
Paul in Paradife. Having taken the cloak, he returned with it 
in all hafte, fearing left the holy hermit might be dead, as it 
happened. Whilft on his road, he faw his happy foul carried 
up to heaven, attended by choirs of angels, prophets and 
apoftles. St Antony, though he rejoiced on St. Paul's account, 
could not help lamenting on his own, for having loft a treafure 
fo lately difcovered. As foon as his forrow would permit, 
he arofe, purfued his journey, and came to the cave. Going 
in, he found the body kneeling and the hands ftretched out. 
Full of joy, and fuppofing him yet alive, he knelt down to pray 
with him 5 but by his iilence foon perceived he was dead. 
Having paid his lalt refpe£h to the holy corpfe, he carried it 
out of the cave. Whilft he flood perplexed how to dig a grave, 
two lions came up quietly, and as it were, mourning ; and 
tearing up the ground, made a hole large enough for the recep- 
tion of a human body. St. Antony then buried the corpfe, 
finging hymns and pfalms, according to what was ufual, and 
appointed by the church on that occafion. After this he re- 
turned home praifing God, and related to his monks what he 
had fecn and done. He always kept as a great treafure, and 
wore himfelf on great feftivals, the garment of St. Paul of 
palm-tree leaves patched together. St, Paul died in the year of 
our Lord 342, the 113th year of his age, and the 90th of his 
folitude, and is ufually called the firft hermit to diftinguifh him 
from others of that name. The body of this faint is faid to 
have been conveyed to Conftant'mople by the empcrour Michael 
Comnenus in the 12th century, and from thence to Venice, in 
j 240. Lewis 1. king of Hungary, procured it from that Re- 
publick, and depofited it at Buda, where a congregation of 
hermits, under his name, which ftill fubfifts in Hungary, Po- 
land and Auiiiia, was inflituted by blefled Kufehius of Strigo- 
rvium, a nobleman, who having cliff ributcd his whole eltate 

among the poor, retired into the lorcfls 3 and being followed 

by 



Jan. 15. St. MAURUS, A. 89 

by others, built the monaftery of Pifilia, under the rule of the 
regular canons of St. Auftin. He died in that houfe January 
the 20th. 1270. 

On the fame DAY 

St. Maurus, A. Among the feveral noblemen who placed their 
Tons under the care of St. Benedict to be brought up in piety and 
learning, Equitius, one of that rank, left with him his fon Maurus, 
then but twelve years old. The youth furpaffed all his fellow 
monks in the difcharge of monaftick duties, and when grown up, 
St. Benedict made him his coadjutor in the government of his 
monaftery of Sublaco. Maurus by his finglenefs of heart and pro- 
found humility was a model of perfection to all the brethren, and 
was favoured by God with the gift of miracles. St Placid us, a 
fellow monk, the fon of the fenator Tertullus, going one day to 
fetch water, fell into the lake, and was carried the diftance of a 
bow-mot from the bank. St Benedict faw this in fpirit in his cell, 
and bid Maurus run and draw him out. Maurus obeyed, walked 
upon the waters without perceiving it, and dragged out Placidus 
by the hair without linking in the leaft himfelf. He attributed the 
miracle to the prayers of St. Benedict, but the holy abbot afcribed 
it to the obedience of the difciple. Soon after that holy patriarch 

had retired to CaiTino, he called St. Maurus thither Thus far 

St Gregory, Dial. 1. 2. c. 32, 33. 

St. Maurus coming into France, founded, by the liberality of 
king Theodebert, the great abbey of Glanfeiiil, now called St. 
Maur-fur- Loire, which he governed feveral years, and died in 584. 
He was buried in the church of St. Stephen, and on his tomb was in- 
fcribed this epitaph. " Maurus, a monk and deacon who came into 
" France in the days of king Theodebert, and died the eighteenth 
ie day before the month of February. " He is named next to St. 
Benedict in the ancient French litany, compofed by Alcuin. 
(c) His body is now at Des FofTcs in the diocefe of Paris, formerly 
an abbey, now a collegiate church. Our anceftors had a particular 
veneration for St. Maurus ; and the noble family of Seymour (from 



(c) All writers from the ninth 
century at lcaft, are unanimous 
in affirming the French abbot to 
be the very fame Maurus that 
was the difciple of St. Benedict: 
which is alfo proved againft fome 
modern criticks by Dom Ruinart 
sfpo/ogia tnijjionis 6\ Mauri. Cer- 
tain Benedict in monks in France 
formed a reformation of their or- 
der, under the title of the congre* 

Ration of St. Maurus, in 1621, 

which was approved by Gregory 



XV. and Urban VIII. It is di- 
vided into fix provinces under 
its own general. Its chief mo- 
nafteries are, St. Maur-fur-Loire, 
the chief houfe ; St. Denys near 
Paris ; St. German Des- Pre/. ; 
Fleuri, or St Benoift- fur-Loire ; 
Marmouftier at Tours ; Vcn- 
dome ; St. Rcmigius, at R hemes ; 

St. Peter of Corbie, &c. 

Thefe monks abftain from Hem- 
meat, and live in flrict retire- 
ment. 
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the French Saint^Maur) borrows from liim its name, as Cambden 
obferves in his Remains. 

St. John Calybite, Reclufe. He was the fon of Eutropius, a 
rich nobleman in Conftantinople. He fecretly left home to become 
a monk among the AcEe-metes. After fix years he returned difguifed 
in the rags of a beggar, and fubiifted by the charity of his parents 
as a ftranger, in a little hut near their houfe ; hence he was called 
the Calybite (2). He fandlified his foul by wonderful patience, 
tneeknefs, humility, mortification and prayer. He difcovered him- 
relf to his mother in his agony, in the /ear 450, and according to 
his requeft, was buried Under- his hut ; but his parents built over his 
tomb a itately church.- ■ ■ 

St. Isidore, Prieft and Hofpitaller of Alexandria (a). He was 
taken from his cell in thedeferts, ordained prieft, and placed in that 
dignity by St. Athanafius. He lived in that great city a perfeft 
model of meeknefs, patience, mortification and prayer. He fre- 
quently burft into tears at table, faying: •* I who am a rational 
** creature, and made to enjoy God, eat the food of brutes, in- 
*' Head of feeding on the bread of angels." Palladius, afterwards 
bifhop of Helenopolis, on going to Egypt to embrace an afcetick 
life, addreiTed himfe'lf nrft to our faint for advice. The fkilful di- 
rector bad him go and exercife himfelf for fome time in mortifica- 
tion and 'felf- denial, and then return for further inftructionfi- St. 
Ifidore fuffered many perfecutions, firft from Lucius, the Arian 
intruder, and afterwards from Theophilus, who unjuftly accufed 
him of Origenifm. He publickly condemned that herefy at Con- 
ftantinople. where he died in 403, under the protection of St. Chry- 

foftom. See Palladius in Laufiac. c. 1. Socrates, Sozomen, 

6t. Jerom, Ep. 61. c. 15. 

St, Isidore. He was prieft of Scete, and hermit in that vaft 
defert. He excelled in an unparalelled gift of meeknefs, conti- 
nency, prayer, and recollection. Once perceiving in himfelf fome 
motions of anger to rife, he that inftant threw down certain bafkets he 
was carrying to market, and ran away to avoid the occafion. "When 
in his old age, others perfvvaded him to abate fomething in his la- 
bour, he anfwered : " If we cOnfider what the Son of God hath 
•* done for us, we can never allow ourfelves any indulgence in 
•* floth. Were my body burnt, and my alhes fcattcred in the air, 
4C it would be nothing." Whenever the enemy tempted him to 
defpair, he faid : " Were I to be damned, thou wouldit yet be be- 
*' low me in hell : nor would I ceafc to labour in the fervice of 
** God, though afTured that this was to be my lot." If he was 
tempted to vain glory, he reproached and confounded himfelf with 
the thought, how far even in his cxteriour exercifes he fell Qiort of 
the fervants of God, Antony, Pambo, and others. Being alked 
the reafon of his abundant tears, he anfwered : " I weep for my 

" fins: If wc had only once offended God, we could never fuHici- 

" ently 

(2) From KaXvfii), a cottage, hut. 

(a) An hofpitaller is one refilling in an hofpital, in order to re* 
ceive the poor and ftrangera. Johnfon. 
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tf en tly bewail this misfortune." He died a little before the year 
-Qi- His name is in the Roman martyrology. 

St. Bonitus, .governourof Marfeilles, and afterwards biftiop of 
Auvcrgne, in 700. 

St. Ita, orMiPA j an Irifh virgin, and-abbefsin the diocefe of 
Limerick, in 569. See Bollandus. 
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St. M ARCELLUS, Pope, M. 

A. D. 310. 

ST. Marcellus was prieft under pope Marcel Iin us, whom 
he fucceeded in 308, after that fee had been vacant for 
three years and a half. An epitaph written on him by pope 
Damafus, who alfo mentions himfelf in it, fays, that by en- 
forcing the canons of holy penance, he drew upon himfelf the 
contradictions and perfecutions of many tepid and refractory 
chriftians, and that for his feverity again ft a certain ape- 
llate, he was banifhed by the tyrant Maxentius (1). He 
died in 310, having fat one year, feven months, and twenty 
days. Anaftafius writes, that Lucina, a devout widow of 
one Pinianus, who lodged St. Marcellus when he lived in Rome, 
after his death converted her houfe into a church, which {he 
called by his name. His falfe a<fts relate, that among his 
other fufferings, he was condemned by the tyrant to keep cattle 
in this place. He is ftyled a martyr in the facramentaries of 
Gelafius I. and St. Gregory, and in the martyrologies afcribed 
to St. Jerom and Bedc, which with the reft of the weftern ca- 
lendars mention his feaft on the 16th of January. 

(i) Damafus Carm. 26. 
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St. MACARIUS the Elder of Egypt. 

From the ' original authours of the lives of the Fathers of the defert^ 
in Rofweide^ D y Andilly^ Bollandus^ 15 fan. Tille?riont^ T. 8, 
p. 576, collated with a very ancient manufcript. 

A. D. 390. 

ST. Macarius the Elder was born in Upper Egypt about 
the year 30c, and brought up in the country in tend- 
ing cattle. In his childhood, in company with fome others, 
he once flole a few figs, and eat one of them : but from his 
converfion to his death he never ceafed to weep bitterly for 
this fin. By a powerful call of divine grace he retired from the 
world in his youth, and dwelling in a little cell in a village, 
made matts in continual prayer and great aufterities. A wicked 
■woman falfely accuied him of having defloured her ; for which 
fuppofed crime he was dragged through the ftreets, beaten and 
infulted as a bafe hypocrite under the siarb of a monk. He 
fuffered all with patience, and fent the woman what he earned 
by his work, faying to hirqfelf : <c Well, Macarius ! having 
*' now another to provide for, thou muft work the harder." 
But God difcovercd his innocency ; for the woman falling in 
labour, lay in extreme anguifh, and could not be delivered till 
fhe had named the true father of her child. The people con- 
verted their rage into the greatefr. admiration of the humility and 
patience of the faint. To fhun the eftecm of men he fled into 
the vaft hideous defert of Scete, being then about thirty years 
of age. In this folitude he lived fixty years, and became the 
fpiritual parent of innumerable holy perfons, who put themfelvcs 
under his direction, and were governed by the rules he prescribed 
them; but all dwelt in feparate hermitages. St. Macarius ad- 
mitted only onedifciplc with him, to entertain ftr angers. He 
was compelled by an Kgypiian bifhop to receive the order of 
pricfthood, that he might celebrate the divine myfteries for the 
convenience of this holy colony. When the defert became 
better peopled, there were four churches built in it, which were 
ferved by fo many pricfle. The auiteritics of St. Macarius 
were excellive : he ufually eat but once a week. KvagnWj 
his difciple, once :ifkcd him leave to drink a little water, under 

a parch- 
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' a parching thirft : but Macarius bad him to content himfelf 
with repofing a little in the (hade, faying ; * c For thefe twenty 
" years, 1 have never once eat, drank, or flept as much as 
** nature required/' His face was very pale, and his body 
weak and parched up. To deny his own will, he did not re- 
fufe to drink a little wine when others defired him ; but then 
he would punifh himfelf for this indulgence by abftainirig two 
or three days from all manner of drink : and it was for this 
reafon, that his difciple defired ftrangers never to tender unto 
him a drop of wine. He delivered his inftrudtions in few 
words, and principally inculcated filence, humility, mortifica- 
tion and continual prayer, especially the laft to all forts of 
people. He ufed to fay : <c In prayer, you need not ufe many 
« c or lofty words. You can often repeat with a fincere heart, 
" Lord, fhew me mercy as thou knoweft beft ; or, aflift 
" me, O God ! 5> He was much delighted with this eja- 
culation of perfect refignation and love : M O Lord, have mer- 
" cy on me, as thou pleafeft, and knoweft beft in thy good- 
<fi nefs(i) \" His mildnefs and patience were invincible, and 
occafioned the conversion of an heathen prieft, and many 
others. The devil told him one day : " I can furpafs thee in 
watching, failing and many other things: but humility con- 
quers and difarms me." A young man applying to St. Ma- 
carius for fpiritual advice, 'he directed him to go to a burying- 
place, and upbraid the dead ; and after to go and flatter them. 
When he came back, the faint afked him what anfwer the 
dead had made : <c None at all, faid the other, either to re- 
proaches or praifes." Then replied Macarius, " Go and 
learn neither to be moved with injuries, nor flatteries. If 
u you die to the world and to yourfelf, you will begin to- live 
" to Chrift." He faid to another : <c Receive from the hand 
" of God poverty as chear fully as riches, hunger and want as 
H plenty, and you will conquer the devil, and fubdue all your 
ct paflions." A certain monk complained to him, that in fo- 
litude he was always tempted to break his faft, whereas in the 
monaftery he could faft the whole week chearfully. c< Vain 
" glory is the reafon, replied the faint : faffing pleafes, when 
u men fee you ; but fecms intolerable when that paflion i* 
" not gratified." One came to confult him who was molcfted 
with temptations to impurity : the faint examining into the 
fourcc, found it to be floth, and adviled him never to eat be- 
fore funfet, to meditate fervently at his work, and to labour 
vigoroufly, without floth, the whole day. The other faith- 
fully complied, and was freed from his enemy. God revealed 

to 
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to St. Macarius, that he had not attained the perfection of two 
married women, who Uved; in a certain town : He made them 
a viftt, . and learned the means, by which they fan&ified 
themfelves* They were extremely careful never to fpeak any 
idle or ralli w*ords ; they lived, in the conftant practice of hu- 
rnUity, patience, meeknefs, chanty, refignation,- mortification 
qf their own will, and conformity to the humours of their huf- 
barjds and others, where the divine law did nqt interpofe : In a 
fpirit of recollection they fanftified all their actions by ardent 
ejaculations, by which they flrove to praife. God, and moll 
fervently, to confecrate to the divine- glory < all the powers 
X>f their foul and body., 

A fubtil heretick of the. fe£t of the Hieracites, called fo from 
Hierax, who in the reign of Qipcleuan denied the refurredlion 
of the dead^ had by his fophifrns paufed fome to ftagger in their 
faith. S. Macarius, to confirm- ithem in the truth, raifed a dead 
man to life, as Socrates, Sozomen, Palladius, and Rufinus re- 
late. — Caffian fays, that he only made a dead corpfe to fpeak 
for that purpofe ; then, bad it reft till the refurreclion: Lucius, 
the Arian ufurper of the fee. of Alexandria,- in 376 fent troops 
into, the deferts to difperfe the zealous monks, feveral of .whom 
fealed their faith with their blood : the chiefs, namely, the two 
Macarius's, Ifidore, Pambo, and fome. others, : were banifhed 
into a little ifle of Egypt, furrounded with great marines. The 
inhabitants, who were Pagans, were all converted to the faith 
by the confefibrs. The publick indignation of the whole em- 
pire, obliged Lucius to fuffer them to return to their cells. 
Our Saint, knowing that his end drew near, made a vifxt to the 
monks of Nitria, and exhorted them to compunction and tears 
fo pathetically, that they all fell weeping at his, feet w Letw 
u weep, brethren, faid he, : and let our eyes pour forth floods 
" of tears before wc go hence, left we fall into, that place where 
tc tears will only increafe the flames, in which we fhall burn*" 
He went to receive the reward of his. labours in the year 39c, 
and of his age the 90th, having fpent fixty years, in the dclert 
of Sccte. 
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St. Hon or at us, archbifhop of Aries. He was of a confuto 

Roman family, then fettled in Gaul, and was well verfed in thi 

liberal arts. In his youth he renounced the worfhip of idohj 

and gained his elder brother Vcnantius toChrin, whom he alfo in- 

(pirwi .with a contempt of the world. They defircd to renounced 

entirely, but a fond Pagan father put continual obflacles in their 

way : ap length they took with them St. Canrais, an holy hermit, 

for their director, and failed from Marfeillcs to Greece, wjtf) 

the defign to live there unknown, in fome defert. VenanthiJ 

Coon 
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foon died happily at Methone ; and Honoratus being alfo tick, 
was obliged to return with his conductor. He firft led an eremetical 
life in the mountains near Frejus. Two fmall iflands lie in the fea 
near that coaft : one larger, at a nearer diftance from the continent, 
called Lero, now St. Margueret T s 5 the other fmaller, and more re- 
mote, two leagues from Antibes, named Lerins, at prefent St. 
Honore, from our Saint, where he fettled ; and being followed 
by others, he there founded the famous monaftery of Lerins 
about the year 400. Some tie appointed to live in community i 
others, who feemed more perfect, in feparate cells, as anchorets. 
His rule was chiefly borrowed from that of St. Pachomius. No- 
thing can be more amiable than the defcription St. Hilary has given 
of the excellent virtues of this company of faints, efpecially of the 
charity, concord, humility, compunction and devotion, which 
reigned amongft them, under the conduct of our holy abbot. He 
was, by compulfion, confecrated archbilhop of Aries in 426, and 
died exhaufted with aufterities and apoftolical labours in 429. The 
ftyle of his letters- was clear, and affecting, they are penned with an 
admirable delicacy, elegance and fweetnefs.— <- See his panegyrick 
by his difciple, kinfman, and fucceflbr, St. Hilary of Aries : one 
of the moft finifhed pieces extant in this kind. 

St. Fursey, abbot, firft of a monaftery in his own country, 
in the diocefe of Tuam in Ireland. Afterwards travelling through 
England, he founded, by the liberality of king Sigebert, the 
abbey of Cnobberfburg, now Bura-caftle in Suffolk. Being driven 
thence by the irruptions of king Penda ; he went into France, 
and by the munificence of king Clovis II. and Erconwald, the 
pious mayor of his palace, built the great monaftery of Latiniac 
or Lagny, in the diocefe of Paris : which diocefe he was de- 
puted by the bifliop to govern in quality of his \'icar : on 
which account fome have ftiled him bifhop. He died in 650, 
whilft he was building another monaftery at Peronne, in which- 
church hisrelicks have been famous for miracles. He is honoured a* 
patron of that town. — See his ancient life in Bollandus, from winch- 
Bede extracted an account of his virions. 

. Five Friars minors, martyrs. Berardus, Peter., Acursius, 
>Adjutus, and Otto, were fent by St. Francis, to preach to the 
Mahometans of the Weft, whilft he went in perfon to thofe of the 
Eaft. They preached firft to the Moors of Seville, where they fuffer- 
td much for their zeal, and were baniflied into Morocco. There 
they began alfo to preach Chrift, and being baniflied, returned again* 
The infidel judge cau fed them twice to be fcourged, till their ribs ap- 
peared bare ; he then ordered burning oil and vinegar to be poured, 
Into their wounds, and their bodies to be rolled over iharp ftoncs and, 
fot-ftierds. At length, by an order of king Mha,molinus thpir heads, 
tyerc firft cloven afunder, and afterwards fevered from their bodies 
the 16th of January 1220- Their re licks were ranfomed, 
ind are prcferved in the monaftery of the holy crofs in Coin bra. 

Their names ftand in the Roman martyralogy. — See Acta Sanctor. 
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JANUARY 17. 

St. ANTON Y, Abbot, Patriarch of 

Monks. 

From his life, compiled by the great St. Athanafius, a work much 
commended by St. Gregory Nazianzen, St, jferom, St. Aujiin^ 
Rufinus, Palladius, Sic. St. Chryfojlom recommends to all perfons 
the reading of this pious hiJlory y as full of inflruclion and 
edification. Horn. 8. in Matt. 5T. 7. p. I2o. It contributed 
to the convcrjion of St. Aitjlin. Confeffl 1. 8. c. 6, & 28. 

A. D. 356. 

OT. Antony was born at Coma, a village near Heraclca 
iJ/ in Upper Egypt, in the year 251. His parents, who were 
chriftians and rich, to prevent his being tainted by bad ex- 
ample and vicious converfation, kept him always at home; 
fa that he grew up unacquainted with any branch of human 
literature, and could read no language but his own. He was 
remarkable from his childhood for his temperance, a clofe at- 
tendance on church-duties, and punctual obedience to his pa« 
rents. By their death he found himfelf pofleffed of a very con- 
fiderable eftate, and charged with the care of a younger filter, 
before he was twenty years of age. Near fix months after, he 
heard read in the church thofe words of Chrift to the rich 
young Man : Go 9 fell what thou haft, and give it to the poor, 
and thou fialt have treafurc in heaven (1). He confiderd 
thefc words as addrelTed to himfelf ; going home, he made 
over to his neighbours three hundred aruras, that is, above 
one hundred acres of good land, that he and his fitter might 
be free for ever from all publick taxes and burdens. The rcil 
of his eftate he fold, and gave the price to the poor, except 
what he thought neccilary for himfelf and his filter. Soon after 
hearing in the church thofe other words of Chrift ; Be not/ 0 ' 
licitous for to-?norroiu (2) : he alfo diftributcd in alms the 
moveables which he had refcrved 5 and placed his filler in 
a houfc of virgins (3), which moft moderns take to he 

(1) Matt. xix. 21. (z) Matt. vi. 34. 

(3) II«'»0fvov, as St- Athanafiub calls it, T. 2. p. 796, cd. Ben. 

the 
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the firft inftance mentioned in hiftory of a nunnery. She 
was afterwards intrufted with the care and direction of others 
in that holy way of life. Antony himfelf retired into a foil- 
tude, in imitation of a certain old man, who led the life of a 
hermit at fome little diftance from Coma. Manual labour, 
prayer and pious reading were his whole occupation : and fuch 
was his fervour, that if he heard of any virtuous reclufe, he 
fought him out, and endeavoured to make the befr. advantage of 
his example and inftructions. He faw nothing pradtifed by any 
other in the fervice of God, which he did not imitate; thus 
he foon became a perfect model of humility, chriftian con- 
defcenfion, charity, prayer and all virtues. 

The devil aifailed him, by various temptations ; firH, he re- 
prefented to him divers good works he might have been able 
to do with his eftate in the world, and the difficulties of his 
prefent condition : a common artifice of the enemy, whereby he 
ftrives to make a foul flothful or dhTatisfied in her vocation, in 
which God expects to be glorified by her. Being difcovered 
and repulfed by the young novice, he varied his method of at- 
tack, and annoyed him night and day with filthy thoughts and 
obfeene imaginations. Antony oppofed to his alTaults the 
ftricteft watchfulnefs over his fenfes, auftere fatts, humility and 
prayer, till Satan, at laft, appearing in a viiible form, con failed 
himfelf vanquiflied. The faint's food was only bread, with a 
little fait, and he drank nothing but water 5 he never eat before 
fun-fet, and fometimes only once in two, or four days : he lay 
on a ruih-mat, or on the bare floor. In queft of a more re- 
mote folitude he withdrew further into the deferts, and hid him- 
felf in an old fepulchre ; whither a friend brought him from 
time to time a little bread. Satan was here again permitted 
to afTault him in a vifible manner, to terrify him with difmal 
noifes and once, he fo grievoufly beat him, that he lay almolfc 
dead, covered with bruifes and wounds; and in this condition 
he was found by his friend who fupplicd him with bread. 
When he began to come to himfelf, though not yet able to 
ifand, he cried out to the devils, whilit he yet lay on the floor. 
** Behold ! here I am : do all you are able againft me ; no- 
<( thing fhall ever fuparate me from Chi if): my J *ord." Hereupon, 
the fiends appearing again, renewed the attack, and alarmed him 
with terrible clamours, and a variety of f peel-res in hideous 

lb apes, which they afliimcd to difmay ami terrify him ; till 
a ray of heavenly light breaking in upon him chafed them 
away, and caufed him to cry out : fct Where waft thou, 
** my Lord and my Matter ? Why watt thou not here from 
w the beginning of my conflict to afluagc my pains ! A voice 
** anfwered : Antony, I was here ihe whole time ; 1 Hood by 

Vol. I. ii " thee 
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c< thee and beheld thy combat : and becaufe thou haft manfully 
" withftood thy enemies, I will always protect thee, and will 
6t render thy name famous throughout the earth." At thefe 
words the faint arofe much cheared and ftrengthened, to pray 
and return thanks to his deliverer. About the year 285, the 
thirty-fifth year of his age, he crofled the eaftern branch of the 
Nile, and took up his abode in the ruins of an old caflle on 
the top of the mountains near the Red- Sea : in which clofe fo 
litude he lived almoft twenty years, very rarely feeing any man, 
except one who brought him bread every fix months. 

To fatisfy the importunities of others, about the year 305, the 
fifty fifth of his age, he came down from his mountain, and 
founded his fir ft monaftery at Phaium. The diffipation occafioned 
by this undertaking led him into a temptation of defpair, which 
he overcame by prayer and hard manual labour. In this new man- 
ner of life his daily refection was fix ounces of bread foaked in 
water, with a little fait ; to which he fometimes added a few 
dates. He took it generally after fun-fet, but on fome days at three 
o'clock j and in his old age he added a little oil. Sometimes he eat 
only once in three or four days, yet appeared vigorous, and always 
chearful : ftrangers knew him from among his difciples by the 
joy which was always painted on his countenance, refulting 
from the inward peace and compofure of his foul. Retirement 
in his cell was his delight, and divine contemplation and prayer 
his perpetual occupation. Coming to take his refection, he of- 
ten burft into tears, and was obliged to leave his brethren and 
the table without touching any nourifhment, reflecting on the 
employment of the blefied fpirits in heaven, who praife God 
without ccafing. He exhorted his brethren to allot the leaf! 
time they pofiibly could to the care of the body. Notwith- 
standing which, he was very careful never to place perfection 
in mortification, as Calfian obferves, but in charity, in which 
it was his whole ftudy continually to irnprove his foul. His 
under-garment was fackclotb, over which he wore a white coat of 
fheep-fkiu, with a girdle. He iiWirucied his monks to have eter- 
nity always prefent to their minds, and to reflect every morn- 
ing that perhaps they might not live till night, and every even- 
ing that perhaps they might never Ice the morning ; and to 
perform every aclion, as if it were the Lilt of their lives, 
with all the fervour of their fouls to pleafe God. He often ex- 
horted them to watch again.fl: temptations, and to refill the 
devil with vigour : and ipokc admirably of his weaknefs, fay- 
ing : " lie dreads falling, prayer, humility and good works : he 
is not able even to Hop my mouth who fpeak again/1: him. . . 
c * The illuiions of the devil loon vanifh, cfpecially if a man arms* 
46 himfeli with the lign of theciois (2).,. Thedevihi tremble at 

(2) i\ 814. " the 
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<c the fign of the crofs of our Lord, by which he triumphed over 
<c and difarmed them (2). 9 * He told them in what manner the 
fiend in his rage had aflaulted him by vifible phantoms, but that 
thefe difappeared whilft he perfevered in prayer. He told them 
that once when the devil appeared to him in glory, and fa id : 
« Afk what you pleafej I am the power of God :" he invoked 
the holy name of Jefus, and he vanifhed. Maximums renewed 
the perfecution in 31 1 5 St. Antony hoping to receive the 
crown of martyrdom, went to Alexandria, ferved and encou- 
raged the martyrs in the mines and dungeons, before the tribunals 
and at the places of execution. He publickly wore his white 
monaftick habit and in the fight of the governour; yet took 
care never prefumptuoufly to provoke the judges, or impeach 
himfelf as fome rafhly did. In 312 the perfecution being 
abated, he returned to his monaftery, and immured himfelf 
in his cell: Some time after he built another monaftery, called 
Pifpir, near the Nile ; but he chofe for the mod: part, to fhut 
himfelf up in a remote cell with Macarius, a difciple, who en- 
tertained ilrangers. If he found them to be Hierofolymites or 
Spiritual men, St. Antony himfelf fat with them indifcourfe; 
if Egyptians* (by which name they meant worldly perfons) 
then Macarius entertained them, and St. Antony only appeared 
to give them a fhort exhortation. Once the faint faw in a vi- 
fion the whole earth covered fo thick with fnares, that it feemed 
fcarce pollible to fet down a foot without fM'mg into them. At 
this fight he cried out trembling: cc Who, O Lord, can efcape 
<c them all ? A voice anfwered him : Humility, O Antony !" (4) 
St. Antony always looked upon himfelf as the lead and the 
very outcaft of mankind ; he liftened to the advice of every 
one, and profefled that he received benefit from that of the 
meaneft perfon. 

St. Antony faw in a vifion, under the figure of mules kick- 
ing down the altar, the havock which the Arian perfecution 
made two years after in Alexandria, and clearly foretold it, as 
St. Athanafius, St Jerom and St. Chryfoftom aflure us. He 
would not fpeak to a herctick, unlefs to exhort him to the true 
faith 5 and he dro\ie all fuch from his mountain, calling them 
venomous ferpents. At the requefT of the bifliops, about the 
year 355, he took a journey to Alexandria to confound the 
Arians, preaching aloud in that city, that God the Son is not a 
creature, but of the fame fubftancc with the Father : and that 
the impious Arians, who called him a creature, did not differ 

from the heathens thcmfelves, who wvjhippcd and jirved the 

H 2 creature 

(3) P. 823. Ed. Ber*; U) Rofwiedc 1. 3. c. 129 Cotcler, 
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creature rather than the Creator^ All the people ran to fee 
him, and rejoiced to hear Jiftri; even the pagans, ftruck 
with the dignity of his character, flocked to him; fay- 
ing, " We defire to fee the man of God." He converted 
many, and wrought feveral miracles : St. Athanafius conducted 
him back as far as the gates of the city, where he cured a girl 
pofiefied by the devil. Being defired by the duke or general of 
Egypt, to make a longer flay in the city than he had propofed, 
he anfwercd : " As fifh die if they leave the water, fo does a monk 
if he forfakes his folitudc." Heathen philofophers, and others 
often went to difpute with him, and always returned much afto- 
nifhed at his humility, meeknefs, fan£lity, and extraordinary 
wifdom. He admirably proved to them the truth and fecurity 
of the chriftiun religion, and confirmed it by miracles. <c We, 
faid he, only by naming Jefus Chrift crucified, put to flight 
thole devils which you adore as gods ; and where the fign of 
the crofs is formed, magick and charms lofe their power." At 
the end of this difcourfe he invoked Chrifr, and figned with the 
crofs twice or thrice feveral perfons poflefTcd with devils, in 
the fame moment they flood up found, and in their fenfes, giv- 
ing thanks to God for his mercy in their regard. When certain 
philofophers afked him how he could fpend his time in folitudc, 
without the pleafure of reading books, he replied, that nature 
was his great book, and amply fupplied the want of others. 
About the year 337, Conftantine the great, and his two fons, 
Conftantius and Conftans, wrote a joint letter to the faint; 
recommending themf elves to his prayers, and defiling an an- 
fwer. St. Antony feeing his monks furprifed, faid, without 
being moved : Ci Do not wonder that the emperour writes to 
cc us, one man to another; rather admire that God fliould 
cc have wrote to us, and that he has fpoken to us by his Son." 
He faid he knew not how to anfwer it : At lair, through 
the importunity of his difciples, he penned a letter to the 
emperour and his fons, which St. Athanafius has preferved; 
and in which, he exhorts them to the contempt of the world, 
and the confhmt remembrance of the judgment to come. St. 
Jcrom mentions (even other letters of St. Antony to divers mo- 
nafteries, written in the ftiJe of the apoflles, and filled with their 
maxims : feveral monaflcrics of Kgypt poflcfs them in the ori- 
ginal K«yplian language. Wc have them in an oblcurc, im- 
pcrfeft latin translation from the greek. He inculcates perpetual 
watchful nef.'i againfl temptations, prayer, morliiication and hu- 
mility (5), Me ohferves, as the devil fell by pride, fo he aflaults 
virtue in us piincipally by that temptation (6), The .Bollan- 

dills 
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difts (7) give us a fhort letter of St. Antony to St. Theodorus, 
abbot of Tabenna, in which, he fays that God bad a flit red him in 
a revelation, that he fhewed mercy to all true adorers of Jefus 
Chrift, though they fhould have fallen, if they fmcerely re- 
pented of their fin. No ancients mention any monaftick rule 
written by St. Antony (a). His example and inffcudions have 
been the mofr. perfect rule for the monaftick life to all'fucceed- 

ing ages. 

St. Antony performed the visitation of his monks a little be- 
fore his death, which he foretold them w*»h his Jaft inftru£i:ions; 
but no tears could move him to die among them. It appears 
from St. Athanafius, that the chriftians had learned from the 
pagans their cuftom of embalming the bodies of the dead, which 
abufe, as proceeding from vanity and fometimes fuperftition, 
St. Antony had often condemned. This he would prevent, 
and ordered that his body fhould be buried in the earth as the 
patriarchs were, and privately on his mountain by his two 
difciples, Macarius and Amathas, who had remained with him 
the laff. fifteen years to ferve him in his remote cell in his old 
age. Hehafiened back to that folitude, and lb me time after fell 
fick : He repeated to thefe two difciples his orders for their bury- 
ing his body fecretly in that place, adding : 4 c In the day of the re- 
<6 iiirre6lion,Ifhall receive itincorruptiblefrom thehand of Chrift.** 
He ordered them to give one of his fheep-fkins with the cloak (b) 
in which he lay, to the bifhop Athanafius, as a publick tefti- 
mony of his being united in faith and communion with that- 
holy prelate; to give his other fheep-fkin to the bifhop Serapion ; 
and to keep for thcmfelves his fackcloth. He added : " Farewell 
* c my children, Antony is departing, and will be no longer with 
<c you." At thefe words they embraced him, and lie frretching out 
his feet, and without any other fign, calmly ecafed to breathe. 
His death happened in the year 356, probably on the feventeenth 
of January, on which the moil ancient mariyrologics name him, 

li 3 and 

(7) Maij. T. 3. p. 355. 



{a) * That under his name in 

* Atl am Eckel lenfis is not of lb 

* high a pedigree. A large 

* body of the monks of St. W'M\\ 

* in the Eafl, fince the fevemh 
' century, take the name of 

* the Order of St. Anton)', but 
4 retain the rule of St. Dafil 

* comprifetl in his a fee tick writ- 

* nigs ; and obferve the fame; 

4 fa it a and other excrcifei with 



* all the other monks of the 

* Kail, who are called of the Or- 
4 <lcr of St. Uafil ; which, even 

* the Maronites follow ; tho* 

* Tillemont denies it by millake.* 

(/;) The Kpcndytcs of Sr. An- 
tony, mentioned by St. A than a- 
Jius, has much cmbarrafled the 
critiekh : It feeim to have boa*. 
a cloak of white wool- 
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and which the greek empire kept as a holyday foon after 
his death. He was 105 years old. From his youth to that 
extreme old age, he always maintained the fame fervour in 
his holy exercifes. Age to the laft never made him 
ckange his diet, (except in the ufe of a little oil) nor his man- 
ner of cloathing, yet he lived without ficknefs : his fight was 
not impaired, his teeth were only worn, but not one loR or 
loofened. The two difciples interred him according to his direc- 
tions. After fome time, the place being known, his body was 
tranflated to Alexandria, thence it was removed to Constan- 
tinople, and is now at Vienna in France. Bollandus gives us 
an account of many miracles wrought by his interceflion ; par- 
ticularly in what manner the diftemper called the Sacred Fire y 
fince that time, St. Antony s Fire 9 miraculoufly ceafed through 
his patronage, when it raged violently in many parts of Europe 
in the eleventh century. 

On the fame DAY 

St. Speusippus, Eleufippus, and Meleufippus, three twin bro- 
thers, who with Leonilla their grandmother, glorified God by an 
illuftrious martyrdom at Langres in France, in the reign of Mar- 
cus Aurelius. Their names are famous in the Roman and Gallican 
mar tyro] ogies. 

St. Sulpitius the Pious, archbifhop of Bourges. He gave his 
large patrimony to the church and poor. After he was ordain- 
ed prieft, he ferved king Clotaire II. in quality of almoner and 
chaplain in his armies, and rertored him to health by prayer and 
fatting, when he lay dangeroufly ill. In 624 he fucceeded St. 
Auftregifilus in the fee of Bourges : converted all the Jews in his 
diocefe, reformed difcipline, and employed his whole time in prayer 
•and laborious functions, chiefly in the inilruction of the poor. He 
died in 644. 

JANUARY 18. 
St. PETER's Chair at Rome. 

ST. Put KU having triumphed over the devil in the Eafl, pur- 
I lied him to Rome in the perfon of Simon Magus. He 
who had formerly trembled at the voice of a poor maid, now , 
feared not the \ciy throne of idolatry and fuperflition. The ca- 
pita! of the empire of the world, and the centre of impiety, 

failed for the zeal of the prince of the apoftles, God had efta - 

bliflicd I 
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blifhed the Roman empire, and extended its dominion beyond 
that of any former monarchy for the more eafy propagation 
of his gofpel- Its metropolis was of the greatefr. importance 
for this enterprife. St. Peter took that province upon himfelf ; 
and repairing to Rome there preached the faith and eftablimed 
his Epifcopal chair, whofe fuccejfours the bifhops of Rome have 
been accounted in ail ages. That St. Peter founded that church by 
his preaching, is exprefsly aflerted by Caius(i), a prieflofRome 
under pope Zephyrinus ; who relates alio that his body was 
then on the Vatican-hill, as that of his fellow-labourer, St. 
Paul, on the Oflian road. That he and St. Paul planted the 
faith at Rome, and were both crowned with martyrdom at the 
fame time, is affirmed by Dionyfius (2) bifliop of Corinth in 
the fecond age. St. Irenaeus (3), who lived in che fame age, 
calls the church at Rome " the greatcfl and moil ancient 
" church founded by the two glorious apoftles Peter and Paul." 
Eufebius in feveral places (4) mentions St. Peter's being at 
Rome, and the feveral important tranfac"tions of this apoftle in 
that city. Not to mention Origen (5), Hegefippus (6), Ar- 
nobius (7), St. Ambrofe(8), St. Auftin(9), St. Jerom(io), St. 
Optatus (11) Orofius (12) and others on the fame fubje<5r. (a). 
St. Cyprian (13) calls Rome the chair of St. Peter (as Theo- 
doret (14) calls it his throne) which the general councils and 
ecclefiaftical writers, through every age, and on every occa- 
fion, repeat. That St. Peter at Ieaft preached in Rome, 
founded that church, and died there by martyrdom under Nero, 
are facts the moft incontestable by the teftimony of all writers 
of different countries, who lived near that time 5 perfons of un- 
questionable veracity, and who could not but be informed of 
the truth, in a point fo interefting, and of its own nature fo 
publick and notorious, as to leave them no poflibility of a 
miftakc. This is alfo attciled by monuments of every kind ; 

H 4 alfo 

(1) Apud F.uf. 1. 2. c. 24, alias 25. (2) fbid. (3) L. 3. 

c. 3. L. 2. c. 1 5 $c 1 5 , tS.c. (5) lb. Ii. 3. c. 1 . (6) L. de 

Excid. Hier. c. 1 Sc 3. (7) L.,3. (8) Scr. de Bafilicis. (9) L. 
de H aires . c. i.&c. (io) L 17. ad Marcel 1. (11) Adv. 

Parm. (12) L. 7. c. 1. (1 3) Hp. 55 ad Cornel, pap. (14) 
L. 2. c. 17. 



(a) The general opinion with 
Eufebius, St. jerom, and the Ro- 
man calendar, fixes the firll ar- 
rival of St. Peter at Rome in the 
fecond year of Claudius. If this 
date be true, the apollle returned 
into the Knit foon after ; for he 
was i i upri i'oiicd in Judaja, by 



Agrippa, in the year of Chrift 43. 
Laclantius does not mention this 

fo il coining of St. Peter to Rome, 

but only the fecond, faying, that 

lie came to Rome in the icign of 

Nero, who put him and S 1 ' Paul 

to death. L. de mort. per fee. 
n. 2. 
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alfo by the prerogatives, rights and privileges, which that church 
enjoyed from thofe early ages, in confequence of this tide. 

It was an ancient cuftom, as cardinal Baronius (16) and 
Thomaflin (17) fhew by many examples, obierved by churches 
to keep an annual feftival of the confecration of their bimops. 
The feaft of the chair of St. Peter, is found in ancient many- 
rologies, as in one under the name of St. Jerom. Chriftians 
juftly celebrate the founding of this Mother-church, the centre 
of catholick communion, in thankfgiving to God for his mer- 
cies on his church, and to implore his future bleflings. 

SS. PAUL and thirty-lix Companions, 

MM* in Egypt. 

From their aitihentick Afts in Ruinwt. 



IN Egypt thirty-feven chriftian noblemen, all perfons of high 
J. birth and plentiful fortunes, but richer in the gifts of grace, 
entered into a zealous confederacy to propagate the gofpel, 
throughout that country. Their leader and head was one Paul, 
a true imitator of the great apoftle whofe name he bore. They 
divided themfelves into four feveral bands : Paul and nine 
others went eaftwards : Recombus, with eight more, to- 
wards the north : Theonas, with the like number, to the 
fouth, and Papias, with the remaining eight to the weft. They 
laboured zealoufly in extending the kingdom of Chrift on every > 
iide, planting the faith, inflruiSting the docile, and purifying 
the fouls of penitents who confelled their fins. But the great- 
er!: part of the inhabitants of that great kingdom loved dark- 
nefs rather than JigTit. The fcrvants of God were treated with 
all manner of injuries, apprehended, and laid in irons. The 
governour alarmed at the news of their cntcrprife, fent 
orders for their being brought before him from different 
parts of the kingdom. He employed both promifes and 
threats to compel them to facrifice. Paul anfwered in the name 
of them all that it was better for them to die, faying; " Do 
tc not fparc us." The judge condemned them all to death, 
thofe who went to the eaft and fouth, to be burned : thofe 
from the north, to be beheaded, and thofe from the weft to 
be crucified. But he was afrighted and furpri fed beyond ex- 
preJlion to fee with what joy and cop .ge this brave army 
inarched out, and bowed their heads to death. 'J "hey differed 
on the 1 8th of January, but in what year it is not mentioned 
in their a£ls. 

On 

(16) Nota: in martyr. (7) Tr. des Fetes. I. 2. c. 10. 
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On the fame DAY 

St. Prisca, V. and M. She was a noble Roman lady, and af- 
ter many torments finiihed her triumph by the fword about the year 
275. Her relicks are preferved in the ancient church which bears 
her name in Rome, and gives title to a cardinal. She is mentioned 
in the facramcntary of St. Gregory. 

St. Deicolus, in Irifh Dichul, called by the French, S. Die, 
abbot. He quitted Ireland, his native country, with St. Columban 
and lived with him at Luxeu ; but when his mafter quitted France, 
he founded the abbey of Lutra, or Lure, in the diocele of Befanzon. 
Amidlt his aufterities, the joy and peace of his foul appeared in his 
countenance. St. Columban once faid to him in his youth : *' Dei- 
" colus, why are you always fmiling ?" He anfwered in fimplicity : 
" Bccaufe no one can take my God from me." He died in the 

feventh century. See the Hiftory of his miracles in ChifRet, 

and his life in Mabillon, Acta Bened. T. 2. p. 103. 

St. Ui.fr id, or Wolf red, Bifhop and Martyr. He was an 
Fnglifhman of great learning and virtue ; and preached the faith 
£rliin Germany; afterwards in Sweden, under the pious king Olas 
II. who firfr, took the title of king of Sweden ; for his predeceflbrs 
had only been ftyled kings of Upfal. The good bifliop converted 
many to Chriil, till in the year 1028, while he was preaching 
againft the idol Tarftans or Thor, and hewing it down with a 

hatchet, he was flain by the pagans, in 1028. See Adam of 

Bremen, who wrote his moll faithful hiftory of the church in the 
north, in 1080. 



JANUARY 19. 

4 

* 

i 

SS« Marius, Martha, Audifax, and 

Abachum^ MM. 

Abridged from ihe'w Aft $<> concerningwhich feeTilkniont^ 71 4. .£.673. 

A. D- 270. 

MARIUS, a nobleman of Perfia, with his wife Martha 
and two fons, Audifax and Abachum being converted tg 
the faith, diftributcd his fortune among the poor, as the pri- 
mitive chriftians did at Jcrufalem, and came to Rome to vifit 
Jta tombs of the apoftlcs. The empcrour Claudius II. then per > 

touted the church* and by his order a great number of chri- 
stian! 



to6 St. CANUTUS, M. Jan 19. 

ftians were {hut up in the amphitheatre, and fhot to death with 
arrows, and their bodies burnt. Our faints gathered and bu- 
ried their afhes with refpect ; for which they were apprehended, 
and after many torments under the governour Macianus, Ma- 
rius and his two fons were beheaded, and Martha drowned, 
thirteen miles from Rome, at a place now called Santa Nympha* 
Their relickb were found at Rome in 1590. They are men- 
tioned with diitinclion in all the weftern martyrologies from 
the facramentary of St. Gregory- 

St. CANUTUS, King of Denmark, M. 

From his life faithfully written by /Elnoth^ a monk of Canterbury 
who had lived tzventy-four years in Denmark^ and wrote in 
1 105. // was printed at Copenhagen? in 16 02- , See alfo Saxo 
Grammaticusy the mojl elegant and judicious of the Danijh hi- 
finnans. 

A. D. 1086. 

ST. Canutus, or Knut, the fourth of that name, king 
of Denmark, was natural fon of Swein III. whofc great 
uncle Canutus had reigned in England. Swein having no 
lawful ifliie, took care of the education of Canutus, who being 
endowed with excellent qualities both of mind and body, an- 
fwered perfectly well the care of his preceptors and governours. 
*Tis hard to fay, whether he excelled more in courage or in 
conduct and fkill in war ; but his fingular piety perfectly 
eclipfed all his other endowments. He fcoured the feas of pi- 
rates, and fubdued feveral neighbouring provinces which in- 
felted Denmark with their incurfions. The kingdom of Den- 
mark was elective till the year 1660 ; wherefore, when Swein 
died, many pitched upon our faint, whofc eminent virtues 
beft qualified him for the throne: but the majority fearing 
his martial fpirit, preferred his cldcft natural brother HaraM, 
the feventh king of thajt name, who for his ftupidity and vices 
was commonly called the Slothful. Canutus retired into Swe- 
den to king Halftan, who received him with the grcateft marks 
of kindncis and el teem ; but the king could never induce him 
to undertake any expedition againft Denmark ; on the contrary, 

the chriflian hero employed all his power and imercft in the 

lervice 
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Service of his country. Harald dying after two years reign, 
Canutus was called to fucceed him. 

Denmark had received the chriftian faith long before, fome 
fay in 826, but wanted a zealous hand at the heJm, to put 
the finifhing ftroke to that good work. St. Canutus feems to 
have been pitched upon by providence for this purpofe. He 
began his reign by a fuccefsful war againft the troubJefome bar- 
barous enemies of the flate, and by planting the faith in the 
conquered provinces of Courland, Samagotia, and Livonia* 
Amidft the glory of his victories, he humbly proftrated himfelf 
at the foot of the crucifix, laying there his diadem, and offer- 
ing himfclf and his kingdom to the King of Kings. After-hav- 
ing provided for its peace and fafety, and enlarged its territories, 
he married Eltha, or Alice, daughter of Robert, earl of Flan- 
ders, by whom he had apiousfon, St. Charles, firnamed the 
Good, afterwards alfo earl of Flanders. His next concern was 
to reform abufes at home. For this purpofe, he enacted fevere, 
but neceffary laws for the ftri£t adminiftration of jufrice, and 
reprcfled the violence and tyranny of the great, without refpecT: 
of perfons. He countenanced and honoured holy men, granted 
many privileges and immunities to the clergy, to enhance the 
people's efteem of them ; and omitted nothing to convince 
them of their obligation to provide for their fubfiftence by the 
payment of tithes. His charity and tendernefs towards his 
fubjecls made him ftudy by all poilible ways to ea/e them of 
their burdens, and make them a happy people. He fhewed a 
royal magnificence in building and adorning churches, and gave 
the crown which he wore, of exceeding great value, to the 
church of Rofchild, in Zealand, his capital city and the place 
of his refidence, where the kings of Denmark are yet buried. 
He chaftifed his body with failing, difcipline, and hair-cloths. 
Prayer was his afliduous exercife. When William the con- 
querour had made himfelf mailer of England, Canutus fent 
forces to a/lift the vanquiflicd : but thefe troops finding none 
willing to join them, were eafily defeated in the year 1069. 
Some time after, being invited by the conquered Engl iih, he 
raifed an army to invade this ifland, and expel the Normans : 
but through the treacherous practices of his brother Olas or 
Glaus was obliged to wait fo long on the coaft, that his troops 
odcrted him. The pious king, having always in view the fer- 
vkc of God, and judging this a proper occaiion to induce his 
people to pay tithes to their paitors, he propofed to them either 
to pay a heavy fine, by way of puniihnicnt for their dtfertioii, 
J>r fubmit to the law of tithes for the pallors of the church. 
Hie'ir averfion to the latter made them choofc the tax, to tlic 

£Wtt mortification of the king, who hoping they would change 

their 
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their refolution, ordered it to be levied with rigour. But they 
being incenfed at the feverity of the collectors, rebelled. St. 
Canutus retired for fafety into the ifle of Fionia, and was 
hindered from joining his loyal troops by the treachery of one 
Blanco, an officer, who to deceive him, affined his majefty 
that the rebels were returned to their duty. The king went to 
the church of St. Alban, the martyr, to perform his devotions, 
and return God thanks for that happy event. This the rebels 
being informed of by Blanco, they furrounded the church with 
him at their head. In the mean time the holy king perceiving 
the danger that threatened his life, confelTed his fins at the foot 
of the altar, with great tranquility and resignation, and re- 
ceived the holy communion. His guards defended the church 
doors, and Blanco was flain by diem. The rebels threw in 
bricks and {tones through the windows, by which they beat 
down the ftirines of certain relicks of St. Alban and St. Of- 
wald, which St. Canutus had brought over from England. 
The faint, ftretching out his arms before the altar, fervently 
recommended his foul into the hands of his Creator : in which 
pofture he was wounded with a javelin, darted through the win- 
dow, and fell a victim to Chrift. His brother Benedict and 
feventeen others, were flain with him, on the tenth of July, 
in 1086, as /Eliioth, a cotemporary authour, teftifies, who has 
fpecified the date of all the events with the utmoft. exadlnefs. 
His wicked brother Olas fucceeded him in the kingdom. God 
punifhed the people during eight years and three months of 
his reign with a dreadful famine, and other calamities; and 
attcftcd the fandlity of the martyr by many miraculous cures 
of the fick at his tomb. For which reafon his relicks were 
taken up out of their obfeure fepulchre, and honourably en- 
tombed towards the end of the reign of Olas. His fucceflbr 
Kric III. a moft religious prince, rcftored piety and religion 
with equal courage and fuccefs, and font embafladours to Rome, 
with proofs of the miracles performed, and obtained from the 
pope a declaration, authorizing the veneration of St. Canutus 
the proto-martyr of Denmark. Upon this occafion a moftfo- 
lemn tranflation of his relicks, which were put in a moft coflly 
fhrine, was performed, at which ./Elnoth, «our hiftorian, was 
prefent. He adds, that the fir ft preachers of the faith in Den- 
mark, Sweden and Norway, were Englifh priefts, that the 
Danes then zcaloufly embraced the chriftian religion, but that 
the Swedes ft ill continued more obftinate, among whom Efchi'i 
an Knglifhman, received the crown of martyrdom whilft he 
was preaching Chrift to certain favage tribes. 



Jan, 19- 



St. HENRY, M. &c. 



On the fame DAY 

St. Henry, archbifhop of Upfal, M. He was an Englifhman, 
and preached the faith in the north with his countryman, cardinal 
Nicholas Breakfpear, the apofUe of Norway, and Jegate of the 
holy fee, afterwards pope Adrian IV- by whom he was raifed to 
this fee in 1 148. St. Eric, or Henry (for it is the fame name) was 
then the holy king of Sweden. Our faint, after having converted 
fcveral provinces, went to preach in Finland, which that king had 
lately conquered. He deferved to be ftyled the apoftle of that 
country, but fell a martyr in it, being ftoned to death at the inftiga- 
tion of a barbarous murderer, whom he endeavoured to reclaim by 
cenfures, in 1 ici. His tomb was in great veneration at Upfal, till 
his afhes were fcattered on the change of religion, in the fixteenth 
century. See John Magnus, Molanus, &c. 

St. Wxjlstan, bifhop of Worcefter, C. He was a native of 
Warwickshire. In his youth perceiving himfelf fomewhat touched 
with wanton love on feeing a woman dance, he withdrew into a 
thicket hard by, and lying proitrate bewailed his fault before God, 
with very great contrition. And he was endowed from that time 
by almighty God, with the gift of fuch a conftant watchfulnefs 
over his fenfes, as prevented his being ever more annoyed with the 
like temptations. Being ordained prieft at Worcefter, he devoted 
lu'mfelf totally to prayer, and watched .whole nights in the church. 

As the meaneft employments were always the object of his love and 
^choice, it was contrary to his inclination that he was made prior of 
Worcefter, and in 1062, bifhop of that fee. Tho' not very learned, he 
delivered the word of God with fo much dignity and unftionas often 
to move his whole audience to tears. He always recited the pfalter 
whilil he travelled, and never paffed by any chui cli or chapel without 
going in, to pour forth his foul before the altar with tears, which 
itemed to ftand always ready in his eyes for prayer. When the con- 
(jiicrour had deprived the Englifli, both nobility and clergy, of the 
polls of honour they pofle/Ted in the church and Hate, in favour of his 
Normans, on whofe fidelity he could depend, Wulftan kept his fee, 
.though not without a miracle, as St. Aelred, FJorentius and Cap- 
jgrave relate. Lanfrank even commiflioncd him to perforin the 
•vilitation of the diocefe of Cheftcr for .himfelf. He caufed young 
gentlemen who were brought up under his care, to cany in the 
dimes and wait on the poor at table, to teach them the practice of 
humiliation, in which lie fet the molt edifying example. He /hew- 
ed the moil tender charity for penitents, and often wept over them, 
Whillt they confefled their fins to him. He died in 1091;, having fat 
thirty -two years, and lived about eighty- feven. He was canonized 
Jim 203 See his life by William of MalmeJbury in Wharton, 

2. p. 344, 
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Sc. Blaithmaick, f on of an Irifh king, and abbot in the ifle of 
Hij ('/), in Scotland. He was martyred by Danifh pirates, to whom 

he refuted to betray the treafures of the church, in 793. See his 

life by Walfridus Strabo, in Canifius Antiq. Le6t. 

St. Lome r.. or Laudomarus, an holy hermit, and afterwards 
abbot near Chartres, in 594. 




JANUARY 20. 



St. FABIAN, Pope, M. 



See Tillemont, ST. 3. p. 362. 



A. 




250 



HE fucceeded St. Anterus in the pontificate, in the year 
236. Eufebius relates (1), that in an aflembly of the 
people and clergy, held for the election of a paftorin his room, 
a dove, unexpectedly appearing, fettled, to the great furprife 
of all prefent, on the head of St. Fabian : and that this mira- 
culous fign united the votes of the clergy and people in pro- 
moting him, though not thought of before, as being a layman 
and a ftranger. He governed the church fixteen years, fent St. 
Dionyiius and other preachers into Gaul, and condemned Pri- 
vatum, a broacher of a new herefy in Africa, as appears from St. 
Cyprian (2). St. Fabian died a glorious martyr in the perfecu- 
tion of Decius, in 250, as St. Cyprian and St. Jerom witnefs. 
The former writing to his fuccehour St. Cornelius, calls him 
an incomparable man ; and fays, that the glory of his death had 
anfwered the purity and holinefs of his life (3). 

St. 



(1) Hift. 
(3) Ep- 4. 



I, 6. c. 29 



(2) Cypr. Ep. 30. Ed. Pam, 



(a) Hij, or Hy, is the name 
which Bcdc gives to the little ifle 
of Jona, near Mul, on the Weil 
of Scotland. St. Columba left 
his name to it, and it is (till called 
Hy-Colm-kill. The Pitts gave it 
to that faint, who built in it 
his famous monallery, which for 

fomc ages was the burying place 



of the kings of Scotland, Ire- 
land and Norway. The hilltop 
of the welter n iilands refilled at 
Sodor, a village in this little 
ifland. From which place his 
fucccJlbrs, the hiiliops of Man, 
are ilylcd hilltops of Sodoi, St* 
donajis. 



( III ) 



St. SEBASTIAN, M. 

From his afis written before the end of the fourth age. The gla- 
diators who were abolijhed by Honorius in 403, fubfifted 
when thefe aSfs were compiled. See Bollandu$> who thinks St. 
Ambrofe wrote them: alfo Tillemont> T. 4. p. 551. 

A. D. 288. 

ST. Sebastian was born at Narbonne, in Gaul, but his 
parents were of Milan, in Italy, and he was brought up in 
that city. He was a fervent fervant of Chrift, and though his 
natural inclinations gave him an averfion to a military life, yet 
to be better able without fufpicion to aftift the confeflbrs and 
martyrs in their fufferings, he went to Rome, and entered the 
army under the emperour Carinus about the year 283. It hap- 
pened that the martyrs, Marcus and Marcellianus, under fen- 
tence of death, appeared in danger of being fhaken in their 
faith by the tears of their friends. Sebaftian feeing this, ftept 
in, and made them a long exhortation to conftancy, which he 
delivered with a holy fire, that ftrongly affected all his hearers. 
Zoe, the wife of Nicoftratus, having for fix years loft the ufe 
of fpeech, by a pal fy in her tongue, fell at his feet, and fpoke 
diftincTJy, by the faint's making the fign of the cro/s on her 
mouth. She, with her hufband Nicoftratus, who was mafter 
of the rolls (z), the parents of Marcus and Marcellianus, 
the jailer Claudius, and fix teen other prifoners were con- 
s verted; and Nicoftratus, who had charge of the prifoners took 
them to his own houfe, where Poly carp, a holy prieft, in- 
• ftruc'tcd and baptized them. Chromatius, governour of Rome, 
being informed of this, and that Tranquillinus, the father of 
SS. Marcus and Marcellianus, had been cured of the gout by 
receiving baptifm, deli red to be inftruftcd in the faith, being 
himfelf grievoufly afflicted with the fame diftemper. Accord- 
ingly, having fent for Sebaftian, he was cured by him, and 
baptized with his foil Tiburtius. He then enlarged the con- 
verted prifoners, made his flaves free, and rcfigncd his prefc£t- 
fliip. 

Not long after, in the year 285, Carinus was defeated and 
Main in illyricum by Diocletian, who, the year following* made 

Maxi- 



(1} Primifcrinius, 
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Maximian his collegue in the empire. The persecution was 
ftill carried on by the magiftrates, in the fame manner as under 
Carinus, without any new edicts. Dioclefian admiring the 
courage and virtue of St. Sebaftian, who concealed his religion, 
would fain have him near his perfon, and created him captain 
of a company of the pretorian guards, which was a confiderable 
dignity. When Dioclefian went into the Eaft, Maximian, who 
remained in the Weft, honoured our faint with the fame dif- 
tin&ion and refpedr. Chromatius, with the emperour's confent, 
retired into the country in Campania, taking many new converts 
along with him : It was a conteft of zeal, out of a mutual 
defire of martyrdom, between St. Sebaftian and the prieft Poly- 
carp, which of them mould accompany this troop to compleat 
their inftru6tion, and which fhould remain in the city to en- 
courage and aflift the martyrs, which latter was the more 
dangeroUs province. St. Auftin wifhed to fee fuch contends of 
charity amongft the minifters of the church (2). Pope Caius, 
who was appealed to, judged it molt proper, that Sebaftian 
fhould flay in Rome, as a defender of the church. In the year 
286 the perfecution growing hot, the pope and others concealed 
themfelves in the imperial palace, as a, place of the greateft 
fafety, in the appartments of one Caftulus, a chriftian officer 
of the court. St. Zoe was nrft apprehended, praying at St. 
Peter's tomb on the feaft of the apoftles. She was ftifled 
with fmoke, being hung by the heels over a fire. Tranquil- 
linus afhamed to be lefs courageous than a woman, went to 
pray at the tomb of St. Paul, and was feized by the populace, 
and Ironed to death. Nicoftratus, Claudius, Caftorius and 
Vidtorinus were taken, and after being thrice tortured, were 
thrown into the fea. Tiburtius, betrayed by a falfe brother, 
was beheaded. Caftulus accufed by ' the fame wretch, wai 
thrice put on the rack, and afterwards buried alive. Marcus 
and Marcellianus were nailed by the feet to a poll, and having 
remained in that torment twenty-four hours, were fhot to death 
with arrows. 

St. Sebaftian having fent fo many martyrs to heaven before 
him, was himfclf impeached before the cmpcrour Dioclefian ; 
who, having grievouuy reproached him with ingratitude, deli- 
vered him over to certain archers of Mauritania, to be fhot to 
death. His body was covered with arrows, and he left for dead. 
Irene, the widow of St. Caftulus, going to bury him, found 
him It ill alive, and took him to her iodgings, where, by can*, 
lie recovered of his wounds, but refufed to fly, and even placed 

lumfelf one day by a ilaircale, where the cmpcrour was to pals, 

vvh^ 111 



(2) F.p. 1R0. 
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whom he firft ac«ofted, reproaching him for his unjuft cruelties 
againft the chriftians. This freedom of fpeech, and from a 
perfon too whom he fuppofed to have been dead, greatly afto- 
nifhed the emperour ; but recovering from his furprife, he gave 
orders for his being feized and beat to death with cudgels, and 
his body thrown into the common fewer. A pious lady called 
Lucina, admonifhed by the martyr in a vifion, got it privately 
removed and buried it in the Catacombs, (a) at the entrance of 
the cemetery of Calixtus. A church was afterwards built over 
his relicks by pope Damafus. St. Sebaftian has been always 
honoured by the church as one of her moft illuftrious martyrs. 
We read in Paul the Deacon, in what manner in the year 680, 
Rome was freed from a raging peftilence, by the patronage of 
this faint. Milan in 1575, Lifbon in 1599, and other places, 
have experienced, in like calamities, the miraculous effects of 
his interceHion with God in their behalf. 



St. EUTHYMIUS, Abbot. 

From his life faithfully written forty years after his death, by 
Cyril of ScythopoltSy a monk of bis monajlery^ one of the befl 
zvriters of antiquity * and authour of the life of St. Sabas. 

A. D. 473. 

TH E birth of this faint was the fruit of the prayers of his 
pious parents, through the interceflion of the martyr Poly- 
eucles. His father was a noble and wealthy citizen of Meli- 
tene in Armenia. Euthymius was educated in facred learning, 
and in the fervent practice of prayer, filence, humility and 
mortification under the care of the holy biftiop of that city, who 
ordained him prieft, and conftituted him his vicar and general 
over .ecr of the monafteries. The (*aint often vifited that of St. 
Polyeufies and fpent whole nights in prayer on a neighbouring 
mountain ; as he alfo did all the time from the octave of the 
Epiphany till towards the end of Lent* The love of folitude daily 
growing ftrongcr in his breaft, he fecretly left his ownt 
country at twenty-nine years of age; and, after offering up 
his prayers at the holy places in Jerufalem, chofe a cell fix miles 
from that city near the Laura (b) of Pharan. He made balkcts, and 
Vol. I. X pro- 

1 

{a) On Catacombs, fee in St. Calixtus, Oft. 14. 

* t • 

(/;) A Laura conftfted of cells ther, and not under the fame 
at a little diilancc from one ano- roof as a monaitery. 
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procured by felling them both his own fubfiftence and alius 
for the peor. Conftant prayer was the employment of his foul. 
After five years he retired with one Theo&iftus, an holy her- 
mit, ten miles farther towards Jericho, where they lived toge- 
ther on raw herbs in a cave. In this place he began to receive 
difciples about the year 411. He committed the care of his 
monaftery to Theocliftus and continued himfelf in a remote 
hermitage, only giving audience on faturdays and fundays to 
thofe who defired fpi ritual advice. He taught all his monks 
never to eat fo much as to fatisfy their hunger, but ftridtly for- 
bad among them all Angularity in fafts or any other common 
obfervances, as favouring of vanity and felf-will. According to 
his example they all retired into the deferts, from the o&ave 
of the feail of the Epiphany till the week before Eafter, when 
they met again in their monaftery to celebrate the office pecu- 
liar to Holy Week. He enjoined them conftant filence and 
manual labours : they gained their own fubfiftence and a furplus 
which they devoted as firft-fruits to God in the relief of the poor. 

St. Euthymius cured by the fign of the crofs and a fhort 
prayer Terebon, one half of whofe body had been ftruck dead 
with a palfy. His father, who was an Arabian prince named 
Afpebetes, an idolater, had exhaufted on his cure, but to no pur- 
pose, the much boafted arts of phyfick and magick among the 
Pcrfians, to procure fome relief for his fon. At the fi^ht of 
this miracle Afpebetes defired baptifm and took the name of 
Peter. Such multitudes of Arabians followed his example, that 

Juvenal, patriarch of Jerufalem, ordained him their bilhop, and 
he aflifted at the council of Ephefus againft Neftorius in 431. 
He built St. Euthymius a Laura on the right hand of the 
road from Jerufalem to Jericho, in the year 420. Euthymius 
could never be prevailed upon to depart from his rules of ftridT 
folitude ; but governed his monks by proper fu peri ours, to whom 
he gave his directions on fundays. His humility and charity 
Won the hearts of all who fpoke to him. He feem*d to fur- 
pafs the great Arfenius in the gift of perpetual tears. Cyril re- 
lates many miracles which he wrought, ufually by the fign of 
the crofs. In the time, of a great drought he exhorted the 
people to penance to avert this fcourgc of heaven. Great num- 
bers came in proccflion to his cell, carrying erodes, finging 
Kyrie eleifin^ and begging him to offer up his prayers to God 
for them. He faid to them : " I am a /inner, how can I pre- 
<c fume to appear before God who is angry at our fins ? Let us 
c< proftrate ourfclvcs all together before him, and he will hear us. " 
They obeyed ; and the faint going into his chapel with fome of 

his monks, prayed proftrate on the ground ; The iky grew 

dark 
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dark on a fudden, rain fell in abundance and the year proved 
remarkably fruitful. ^ 

St. Euthymius fhewed great zeal againft the Neftorian and 
Eutychian hereticks. The turbulent emprefs Eudoxia, after 
the death of her hufband Theodofius, retired into Paleftine' 
and there continued to favour the latter with her protection. 
Awaked by the afflictions of her family, particularly in the 
plunder of Rome, and the captivity of her daughter Eudocia, 
and her two grand -daughters, carried by the Vandals into Afri- 
ca, fhe fent to beg the advice of St. Simeon Stylites. .He an- 
fwered, that her misfortunes were the punifhment of her fin in 
forfaking and perfecuting the orthodox faith, and ordered her to 
follow the' direction of Euthymius. She knew that our faint ad- 
mitted no woman within the precinct of his Laura, no more 
than St. Simeon fuffered them to ftep within the inclofure of the 
mandra or lodge about his pillar. She therefore built a tower 
on the eaft fide of the defert, thirty furlongs from the Laura, and 
prayed St. Euthymius to meet her there. His advice to her 
was to forfake theEutychians and their impious patriarch Theo- 
dofius, and to receive the council of Chalcedon. She followed 
his advice as the command of God, and returning to Jerufalem 
embraced the catholick communion with the orthodox patriarch 
Juvenal 5 and an incredible number followed her example. She 
fpent the reft of her life in works of penance and piety. In 
459j ft* e defired Sc Euthymius to meet her at her tower, deflgn- 
ing to fettle on his Laura fufRcient revenues for its fubfiftence, 
He fent her word to fparc herfelf the trouble, and to prepare 
herlelf for death ; for God fummoned her before his tribunal. 
She admired his difintereftednefs, returned to Jerufalem and 
died fliortly after. One of the late ft difciples of our faint was 
the young St. Sabas, whom he tenderly loved. In the year 473» 
on the thirteenth of January, Macartus and Elias, to both whom 
St. Euthymius had foretold the patriarchate of Jerufalem, came 
with feveral others to viilt him, and to conduct him into his 
Lent-retreat. But he faid he would ftay with them all that week, 
and leave them on the faturday following, meaning, by death- 
Three days after he gave orders that a general watching Ihould be 
ohferved on the eve of St. Antony's feftival, on which he made a 
difcourfe to his fpirituai children, exhorting them to humility 
and charity. He appointed Elias his fuccefibr, and foretold 

Domitian, a beloved difciplc, that he would follow him out of 
this world on the feventh day, which happened accordingly, 
Euthymius died on fa turd ay the twentieth day of January, be- 
ing ninety-five years old, of whichhe had fpent fixty -eight in the 
dcierts. Cyril relates his having appeared feveral times after his 

1 2 death, 
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death, and the many miracles that were wrought by his inter- 
ceflion ; to feveral of which he declares himfelf an eye-witnefs. 
St. Sabas kept his feftival immediately after his death ; which is 
obferved both by the Latins and Greeks. The latter always flile 
him the Great. 




JANUARY 21. 

St. AGNES, V. M. 

*Fhe following relation is taken from St. Prudentius de Coron. hym. 
14. St. A?nbrofe^ L I de Virgin, cif Offic. L X. c. 41. and 
ether fathers. Her a£is are as ancient as the feventb century j 
but not fufficicntly authentick : no?' are thofe given us in Chaloaick 

by Stephen AJfemani of a better Jlamp. See Tillemont 7*» 5. 

A. D. 304. or 305. 

ST. Jerom fays (1), that the tongues and pens of all na- 
tions are employed in the praifes of this faint, who over- 
came both the cruelty of the tyrant and the tendernefs of her 
age, and crowned the glory ofchaftity with that of martyrdom. 
St. Auftin obferves (a), that her name fignifies chafic in Greek, 
and a la?nb in Latin. She has been always looked upon in the 
ehurch as a fpecial patronefs of purity, with the immaculate 
Mother of God and St. Thecla. Rome was the theatre of the 
triumph of St. Agnes 5 and St. Prudentius fays, that her tomb 
was fliewn within fight of that city. She fuftered not long after 
the beginning of the perfecution of. Dioclefian, whofe bloody 
edicts appeared in March in the year of our Lord 303. We 
learn from St. Ambrofe and St. Auftin, that fhc was only thir- 
teen years of age at the time of her glorious death. Her riches 
and beauty excited the young noblemen of the firfl: families in 
Rome, to vie with one another in their addrefTes, who fhould 
gain her in marriage (3). Agnes anfwered them all, that flie 
had confecratcd her virginity to a heavenly fpoufe, who could 
not be beheld by mortal eyes. Her fuitors finding her refo- 
lution impregnable to all their arts and importunities, accufed 
her to the govcrnour as a chriftiaii ; not doubting but threats 
and torments would overcome her tender mind, on which al- 
lurements could make no impreflion. The judge at firfl; 

ployed the mi Id eft cxpreflions and moll inviting promifes ; to 

which 

(1) Ep. 8. (2) Scrm. 274. (3) St Ambrofe 1, 1. virgin. 
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which Agnes paid no regard, repeating always, that flie could 
have, no other fpoufe than Jesus Christ. He then made ufc 
of threats, but found her foul endowed with a mafculine cou- 
rage, and even defirous of racks arid death. At laft, terrible 
fires were made, and iron hooks, racks and other instru- 
ments of torture difplzycd before her, with threats of imme- 
diate execution. The young virgin furveyed them all with art 
undaunted eye ; and with a chearful countenance beheld the 
fierce and cruel executioners furrounding her, and ready to dis- 
patch her at the word of command. She was fo far from 
betraying the leaft fymptom of fear, that fhe even exprefled her 
joy at the fight,, and offered her felf to the rack. She was then 
dragged before the idols, and commanded to offer incenfe : 
'< but could by no means be compelled to move her hand, 
* c except to make the fign of the crofs," fays St. Ambrofe. 

The governour feeing his meafures ineffectual, fa id he would 
fend her to an houfe of proftitution, where what (he prized fo 
highly mould be expofed to the infults of debauchees (4)* 
Agnes anfwered that Jesus Christ was too jealous of the purity 
of his fpoufes, to fuffer it to be violated in flich a manner ; for 
he was their defender and protector. <c You may, laid fhe, 
<c flam your fword with my blood, but will never be able to 
" profane my body, confecrated to Chrift." The governour 
was fo incenfed at this, that he ordered her to be immediately 
led to the puhlick brothel, with liberty to all perfons to abufe 
her perfbn at pleafure. Many young profligates ran thither, 
full of the wicked defire of gratifying their luft ; but were 
feized with fuch awe at the fight of the faint, that they durft not 
approach her; one only excepted, who, attempting to be rude 
to her, was that very inftant, by a flafh, as it were, of lightning 
from heaven, ftruck blind and fell trembling to the ground. 
His companions terrified, took him up, and carried him to 
Agnes, who was at a diftance finging hymns of praife to 
Chrift, her protector. The virgin by prayer rcftorcd him to 
his fight and health. (*) 



(<*) St, Bafil witnefles (1. de 4 ing the chrUlian maid ra- 
vera Virghu) that when virgins * ther to the lewd youth than 
were expofed by the perfecutors * to the lion, you have acknow- 




The 



Tcrtullian reproached the hea- 
thens with this impiety, in thefe 

*W0fda Apolog. * J5y condemn- 




' ledged that a Itain of purity is 
4 more dreaded by us than any 
* torments or death. Yet your 
4 crafty cruelty avails you not : 
4 it rather fervcs to gain men 
4 over to our holy religion.' 
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The chief profecutor ©f the faint, who at firft fought to 
gratify his lull and avarice, now laboured to fatiate his revenge, 
by incenfing the judge againft her ; his paflionate fondnefs be- 
ing changed into anger and rage. The governour wanted not 
others to fpur him on; for he was highly exafperated to fee him- 
felf baffled, and fet at defiance by one of her tender age and fex. 
Therefore, refolved upon her death, he condemned her to be be- 
headed.- Agnes, tranfported with joy on hearing- this fen- 
tence, and itill more at the fight of the executioner, cc went to 
<c the place of execution, more chearfully, fays St. Ambrofe, 
<c than others go to their wedding." The executioner had fecret 
inftrucvr ions to ufe all means to induce her to a compliance : 
but Agnes always anfwered fhe could never offer fo great an 
injury to her heavenly fpoufe ; and having made a (hort prayer, 
bowed down her neck to adore God, and receive the ftroke of 
death. The fpedtaiors wept to fee fo beautiful and tender a 
''virgin loaded with fetters, and to behold her fearlefs under the 
-very fwrord of the executioner, who with a trembling hand 
'cut 'off her head at one ftroke. Her body was buried at a fmall 
diftance from Rome, near theNomentan road. A church was 
nbuilt on the fpof in the time of Conftantine the Great, and was 
^repaired by pope Honorius in the feventh century. It is now in 
the hands of Canon-Regulars, (landing without the walk of 
Rome) and is honoured with her relicks in a very rich filver 
fhririe, the gift of pope Paul V. in whofe time they were found 
in this church, together with thofe of St. Emerentiana (a). 
The other beautiful rich 'church of St. Agnes within the city, 
built by pope Innocent X. (the right of patronage being veftcd 
in the family of Pamphili) ftands on the place where her chaftity 
was expofed. The feaft of St. Agnes is mentioned in all martyro- 
logics both of the Eaft and Weft, though on different days. It 
was formerly a holyday for the women in England, as appears 
from the council of Worcefter, held in the -year 1240. St. Am- 
brofe, St. Auftin and other fathers have wrote her panegyrick. 
St. Martin of Tours was angularly devput to her. Thomas a 
Kempis honoured her as his fpecial patronefs, as his works de- 
clare in many places. He relates many miracles wrought, and 
graces received through her intcrccflkm. 

(rf) This church gives title to a cardinal, and the pope blcfTcs 
every year two lambs in it, whofe wool is ufed to make the palliums 
which his holineft fends tp archbifhops. 
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St- FRUCTUOSUS, Bifhop of Tar- 
ragon and his companions, Martyrs. 

From bis mojl valuable a£ls in Ruinart 9 quoted by St. Auftin 9 

Serm. 273, and tranfcribed by Prudentius hymno 6. 

p 

A. D. 259. 

ST. Fructuosus was the zealous and truly apoftolical 
bifhop of Tarragon, then the capital city of Spain. The 
perfecution of Valerian and Gallien raging in the year 259, he 
was apprehended by an order of Emilian the governour, who 
fent the foldiers, called Beneficiarii (a) 9 for that purpofe. Tlicy 
feized the good bifliop in his lodgings with two deacons, 
Augurius and Eulogius, on Sunday the fifteenth day of Ja- 
nuary. He was then laid down on his bed, and only afked 
leave to put 011 his fhoes ; after which he chearfully followed 
the guards, who committed him and his two companions to 
clofe prifon, where he fpent his time with them in fervent 
prayer, full of joy at the profpec"! of the crown prepared for 
them. He gave his benediction to the faithful who vifited him, 
and recommended themfelves to his prayers. On Monday he 
baptized in jail a catechumen, named Rogatianus. On Wed- 
nesday he kept the ufual faft of the /rations (b) till none, or 
three o'clock in the afternoon. On Friday the fixth day after 
their commitment, the twenty- fir ft of January, the governour 
ordered them to be brought before him, and asked KrucTruofus 
if he knew the contents of the late edidt of the cmperours. 
The faint anfwercd that he did not, but that, whatever they 
were, he was a chriftian. " The cmperours, (aid Emilian, 
tc command all to facrifice to the gods. " Frudluofus anfwercd, 
44 I adore one God, who made heaven and earth and all things 
<c therein." Emilian faid, "Do you not know that there are. 
" gods?" No, replied the faint. The proconful laid, cc I will 
<c make you know it mortly." St. J'Yudluofus then lifted up his 
eyes to heaven 3 and began to pray in private. The proconful 

I 4 broke 



(«) Beneficiarii were foldiers 
diHinguiflied by certain privi- 
leges, and who flood for pro- 
motion, as Vegciius informs us, 
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{b) Wednesdays and fridaya 
were fall days at that tim but 
only till new?, that is, three in the 
afternoon, and called the Jail of 
the Ji tut ion u 
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broke out into this exclamation : cc What will any man fear. 
« c or adore on earth, if he contemns the worfllip of the imm#r- 
" tal gods and of the emperours ? " Then turning to the 
deacon Augurius, he bad him not regard what FrucSluofus had 
faid but he fatisfied hirn in few words, that he adored the 
fame almighty God. Emilian laftly addrefled himfelf to the 
other deacon Eulogius, asking him if he did not adore Fruc- 
tuofus. The holy man anfwered, cc I adore not Frucluofus, 
< c but the fame God whom he adores." Emilian afked Fruc- 
tuofus if he was a bifhop ; and added, upon his confefling it : 
<c fay you have been one," meaning that he was going to 
lofe his dignity with his life : and immediately condemned 
them to be burnt alive. 

The Pagans themfelves could not refrain from tears, on fee- 
ing them led to the amphitheatre ; for they loved Frucluofus on 
account of his rare virtues. The chriftians accompanied them, 
with a forrow mixt with joy. The martyrs exulted to behold 
themfelves on the verge of a glorious eternity. The faithful 
offered St. Frucluofus a cup of wine, but he would not tafte 
of it, faying, it was not yet the hour of breaking the faft, 
which was obferved on Fridays till three o'clock, and it was 
then only ten in the morning. The holy man hoped to end 
the ftation, or faft of that day, with the patriarchs and prophets 
in heaven. When they were come into the amphitheatre, 
Auguftalis, the bifhop's Lector, came to him weeping, and 
begged he would permit him to pull off his fhoes. The martyr 
faid he could eafily put them off himfelf, which he did. Felix, 
a chriftian foldier ftept in, and deftred he would remember him 
in his prayers. Fru&uofus faid aloud : " I am bound to pray 
tc for the whole catholick church fpread over the world frorn, 
* c the eaft to the weft " ; as if he had faid, as St. Auftin ob- 
ferves, who much applauds this fentence : ( i ) <c Remain always 
" in the bofom of the catholick church, and you will have a 
fhare in my prayers." Martial, one of his flock, defired him 
to fpeak fome words of comfort to his defolate church. The 
bifhop : turning to the chriftians, faid, " My brethren, the 
** Lord will not leave you a flock without a paftor. He is 
4< faithful to his promilcs. Do not grieve for me. The hour 
of my fuffcring is fhort." The martyrs were fattened to 
Yroodcn flakes to be burnt; but the flame feemed at firft to re- 
fpedb their bodies, having con fumed only the hands with which 
their hands were tied, giving them liberty to ftrctch out their 
arms in the form of a crofs in prayer, in which pofturc 
they gave up their fouls to Goo* before the fire had touched 
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them. Babylas and Mygdone, ty/o chriftian fervants of the 
governour, iaw the heavens open, and the faints carried up 
with crowns on their heads. The faithful came in the night, 
extinguished the fire, and took out the half-burnt bodies. 
Every one carried fome part of their remains home with them ; 
but being admonlfhed from heaven, brought them back: and 
laid them in the fame monument. St. AufHn has left us a 
panegyrick on St. Frudhaofus pronounced on the anniverfary 
day of his martyrdom, on which his name has been always 
famous in the weftern churgh, efpecially in Spain and Africa. 

On the fame DAY 

St. Epifh^nius, B. of Pa via from 467 to 497. The reputa- 
tion of St. Epiphanius for fan#ity and miracles gave him the 
high eft credit with all the lafr. weak Roman emperours, and with 
the kings, Odoacer and Theodorick, though all of oppofite interefl:?. 
By his admirable eloquence and charity he often di farmed the 
molt favage barbarians, obtained the lives and liberty of whole 
armies of captives, the abolition of feveral oppreflive laws, and the 
mitigation of heavy publick impofts and taxes. By his profufe 
charities he preserved an incredible number of diftre/Ted perfons from 
perifhing, and by his zeal he Hemmed the torrent of iniquity in 
times of universal diforder and calamity. ~— See his panegyrick 
in verfe, by Ennodius, his fucceflbr, the maflerpiece of that au- 
thour. 
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St. VINCENT, Martyr. 

From St. Prudentius, hymn. 5. and St. Auftin^ fcrm. 274. 275., 
276. 277. all four -preached on his fejlivals* His ancimt affs. 
in Bolla7idus are alfo quthentick^ but not thofe in Afetaphra/les 
and Surius. See Tillenipnt^ T. 5. p. 217. 

A, D. 304. 

THE mo(l glorious martyr St. Vincent, born at Saragofla 
in Spain, was inftrucled in the facrcd fcienccs and in 
chriftian piety by Valerius, the bifliop of that city, who or- 
dained him his deacon, and appointed him, though very young, 
to preach and inftru£fc the people. Dacian, a molt bloody 

perfecutor, was then govemour of Spain, The emperours 

Pioolefiart 
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Dioclefian and Maximiari publifhed their fecond and third 
bloody edicts againft the chriftian clergy in the year 303, 
which in the following year were put in force againft the laity, 
lc feems to have been before thefelaft that Dacian put to death 
eighteen martyrs at Saragofla, who are mentioned by St, Pru- 
dentius, and in the Roman martyrology, January 16, and that 
he apprehended Valerius and Vincent. They fpilt fome of 
their blood at SaragofTa, but were thence conducted to Valen- 
tia, where the governour let them lie long in prifon, fufferin 
extreme famine and other miferies. The proconful hoped that 
this lingering torture would fliake their conftancy ; but when 
they were brought out before him he was furprifed to fee 
them full intrepid in mind and vigorous in body, and repri- 
manded his officers as if they had not treated the prifoners ac- 
cording to his orders. Then turning to the champions of 
Chrifr he employed alternately threats and promifes to induce 
them to facrifice. Valerius, who had an impediment in his 
fpeech, making no anfwer, V'ncentfaid to him : c< Father, if 
€c you order me, I will fpeak. Son, faid Valerius, as I committed 
" to you the difpenfation of the word of God, fo I now charge 
<c you to anfwer in vindication of rhe faith which we defend.*' The 
holy deacon then acquainted the judge that they were ready 
to fuffer every thing for the true God, and little regarded either 
his threats or promifes in fuch a caufe. Dacian contented him- 
felf with banifhing Valerius(tf). As for Vincent, hewasdeter- 
mined to afTail his refolution by every torture his cruel temper 
could. St. Auftin allures us, that he fuffered torments far be- 
yond what any man could poflibly have endured unlefb fupport- 
ed by a fupernatural ftrcngth ; and that he preferved fuch a 
peace and tranquility in his words, countenance *and gefturcs, 
in the midil of them, as ailonifhed his very perfecutors, and vi- 
fibly appeared as fomething divine ; whilft the rage and difl Tac- 
tion of Dacian's foul was as vifiblc in the violent agitations of his 
body, by his eyes fparkling with fury, and his faltering voice. 

The martyr was firfl ftretched on the rack, by his hands 
and feet drawn by cords and puliics, till his joints were 
almoft torn afuuder : whilfl he hung in this pofture, his flefh 
was unmercifully torn oft' with iron hooks. Vincent failing 
called the executioners weak, and faint-hearted. Dacian thought 
they fparcd him, and caufed tliem to he beaten, which af- 
forded the champion an interval of reft : but they loon returned 

to 
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I to him, refolved fully to fatisfy the cruelty of their matter, who 
i excited them all the while to exert their utmoft ftrength. They 
I twice flayed their hands to take breath and let his wounds crrow 
I cold; then began with frefh vigour to rend and tear his tody, 
'j which they did in all its limbs and parts with fuch cruelty, 
: that his. hones and bowels were in moft places expofed bare to 
fight. The more his body was mangled, the more did the di- 
vine prefence cherilh and comfort his foul, and fpread a greater 
joy on his countenance. The judge feeing the ftreams of blood 
which flowed from all the parts of his body, and the frightful 
condition to which it was reduced, was obliged toconfefs with 
aftonifhment, that the courage of the young nobleman had van- 
quished him,, and his rage feemed fomewhat abated. Hereupon 
he ordered a cefTation of his torments, begging of the faint for 
his own . fake, that if he could not be prevailed upon to offer 
facriflce to the gods, he would at leaft give, up the facred books 
to be burnt, according to the order of the late edifts. The 
martyr anfwered, that he feared his torments lefs than thatfalfe 
compallion which he teftified. Dacian more incenfed than ever, 
condemned him to the moft cruel of tortures, that of fire upon 
a kind of gridiron, called by the A£fe, the legal torture (x). 
The faint walked with joy to the frightful engine, fo-as almoffc 
to get the .fiart of his executioners, fuch washis defire to fuffer. He 
mounted chearfully the iron bed, in which the bars were framed 
like fcythes, full of {harp fpikes made red-hot by the fire un- 
derneath. On this dreadful gridiron the martyr was ftretched 
out at length, and bound fall down. He was not only fcouro-ed 
thereon, but, while one part of his body was broiling next The 
fire, the other was tortured by the application of red-hot plates 
of iron. His wounds were rubbed with fait, which the activity 
of the fire forced the deeper into his flefh and bowels. All the 
parts of .his body were tormented in this manner, one after 
the other, and each fevcral times over. The melted fat drop- 
ping from the "flefh nourifhed and incrcafed the flames : Which 
inftcad.of tormenting, feemed, as St. Auftin fays, to give the 
martyr new vigour and courage ; for the more he fuftered, the 
greater feemed to be the inward joy and confolation of his foul. 
The rage and confufion of the tyrant exceeded all bounds : he 
appeared not able to contain himfelf, and was continually in- 
quiring what Vi nccnt did and what he (aid j but was always 
anfwered, that he fuffercd with joy in his countenance, and 
feemed every moment to acquire new ftrength and refolution. 
1 le lay unmoved, his eyes turned towards heaven, his mind 
<«lm, and his heart fixed on God in continual prayer. 

At 
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At laft, by the command of the proconful, he was thrown in- 
to a dungeon, and his wounded body laid on the floor ftrewed 
with broken pot-{hreds, which opened afrefli his ghaftly 
wounds, and cut his bare flelh. His legs were fet in wooden 
Hocks, llretched very wide, and ftri£t orders were given that 
he fliould be left without provifions, and that no one fhould 
be admitted to fee or fpeak to him. But God fent his angels 
to comfort him, with whom he fung the praifes of bis protector, 
The jailer obferving through the chinks the prifon filled with 
light, and the faint walking and praifing God, was converted 
Upon the fpot to the chriftian faith, and afterwards baptized, 
At this news Dacian chaffed, and even wept through rage, but 
ordered fome repofe mould be allowed the prifoner. The faith- 
ful were then permitted to fee him, and coming in troops 
wiped and kifled his wounds, and dipped cloths in his blood, 
which they kept as an ami red protection for themfelves and 
their pofterity. After this a foft bed was prepared for him on 
which he was no fooner laid but he expired, the happy moment 
he had not ceafed to pray for ever fince his torments, and his firft 
call to martyrdom. Dacian commanded his body to be thrown 
pn a marfhy field among rulhes ; but a crow defended it from 
wijd-beafts and birds of prey. The acts in Ruinart and Bol- 
landus, and the fermon attributed to St. Leo add, that it was 
then, tied to a great ftone and caft into the fea in a fack, but 
miraculoufly carried to the fhore, and revealed to two chri- 
ftians. They laid it in a. little chappel out of the walls of Va* 
lentia, where God honoured thefe relicks with many miracles, 
as the Acts and St Auftin witnefs. St. Prudentius informs 
us,, that the iron on which he laid and other inftruments of his 
paflion were Hkewife preferved with veneration. In the year 
663, his facred bones were removed left they mould be pro* 
fanned by the Moors, and depofitedj in the abbey of Caftres, 
now an epifcopal fee in France, where they remain. Aimoinus, 
a contemporary monk, wrote the hiftory of this tranflation, 
with an account of many miracles which attended it(Z»). 

St. Prudentius finiihes his hymn on this* holy martyr by a 
prayer to him, that he would prefent the marks of his fuffcrings 
to Chrift, to move him to compafhon in his behalf. 

St, 



(n) This Aimoinus is fomething more ancient than another monk 
of the fame name, who has loft us a hiftory of France, 
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; St. ANASTASIUS, Martyr. 

I 

From his genuine a£fs 9 which are commended in the feventh general 

council about 160 years after his death. 

A. D. 628. 

ST. Anastasius was a trophy of the holy crofs of Chrift, 
when it was carried away into Perfia by Chofroes, in the year 
614, after he had taken and plundered Jerufalem. The mar- 
tyr was a Perfian, fon of a Magi an, initrudted in the fciences 
, of that feci:, and a young foldier in the Perfian troops. Upon 
hearing the news of the taking of the crofs by his king, he 
became very inquifitive concerning the chriftian religion j and 
: its fublime truths made fuch an imprefiion on his mind, that 
being returned into Perfia from an expedition into the Roman 
empire, he left "the army with his brother, who alfo ferved 
in it, and retired to Hierapolis. In that city he lodged 
with a devout Perfian chriftian, a filver-fmith with whom 
he went often to prayer. The holy pictures which he faw 
moved him exceedingly, and gave him occafion to enquire daily 
more into our faith, and to admire the courage of the martyrs 
whofe glorious fufferings were painted in the churches. At 
.length, defirous of baptifm, he left Hierapolis, which city 
was fubje£t to the Perfians, and went to Jerufalem, where he 
. received that facrament by the hands of Modeftus, who go- 
•verned that church as vicar during the abfence of the patriarch 
; Zachary, whom Chofroes had led away captive into Perfia. 
Jin baptifm he changed his Perfian name Magundat into that of* 
'"Anaftafius, meaning, according to the divine ugnification of 
that Greek word, that he was ri fen from death to a new and 
.fpiritual life. He had prepared himfeJf with wonderful devo- 
tion for that facrament whilit a catechumen, and he fpent in no ' 
lefs fervour the fcveral days after it, which perfons baptized 
palled in white garments, in prayer and in receiving more per- 
feet inftru£Uons in the faith. At the end of this term, Ana- 
ftafius, the more cafily and more perfectly to keep inviolably his 
j facred baptifm al vows and obligations, defired to become 
a monk in a monaftcry five miles diftant from Jerufalem, 
Juftin, the abbot, made him firft learn the Greek tongue and 
the |> fa Iter ; then cutting off his hair gave him the monaftick 
habit, in the year 621. 
Anaftafius was always the firft at all fpiritual duties, efpccially 

aflifting at the celebration of the divine myftcrics. His atten- 
tion 
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tion to pious difcourfe terrified the earneft thirft of his foul ; nor 
was he lefs fervent in practice, fie never read the triumphs of 
the martyrs without abundance of tears, and burned with an 
ardent defire of the like happinefs. Being molefted beyond 
meafure with biafphemous thoughts of magick. and fuperfti, 
tlons which his father had taught him, he was delivered from 
that troublefome temptation by difcovering it to his dire&r, 
and by his advice and prayers. After feven years fpent in great 
perfection in this monaftery, his defire of martyrdom daily in- 
creating, and having been afTured by a revelation that his 
prayers for that grace were heard,- he left that houfe, and vi- 
iited the places of devotion in Paleftine, at Diofpolis, Garizim, 
and our Lady's church at Csefarea where he ftaid two days. 
This city, with the greater!, part of Syria, was then fubjeft to 
the Perfians. The faint feeing certain Perfian foothfayers of 
the garrifon occupied in their abominable fuperftitions in the 
flreets, boldly fpoke to them, remonftrating againft the impiety 
of fuch practices . The Perfian magiftrates apprehended him 
as a fufpe£ted fpy ; but he informed them that he once enjoyed 
the dignity of Magian with them, and had renounced it to be- 
come an humble follower of Chrift. Upon this confeffionhe 
was thrown into a dungeon, where he lay three days without 
eating or drinking, till the return of Marzabanes, the governour, 
to the city. Being interrogated by him, he con felled his con- 
verfion to J the faith, and equally defpifed his offers of great 
preferments, and his threats of crucifying him. Marzabanes 
commanded him to be chained by the foot to another criminal, 
and his neck and one foot to be alfo linked together by a heavy 
chain, and condemned him in this condition to carry Hones. 
The Perfians, efpecially thofe of his own province of Rafech, 
and his former acquaintance, upbraided him as the difgrace of 
his country, kicked and beat him, plucked his beard, and loaded 
him with burdens above his ftrength. The governour fent for him 
a fecond time, but could by no means prevail with him to 
pronounce the impious words which the Magians ufed in their 
fuperftitions: he faid, that the wilful calling them to remem- 
brance would defile the heart. The judge then threatened he 
Would write immediately to the king againlr. him if he did not 
comply. " Write what you pleafe, faid the faint, lam achriftian: 
4i 1 lepeat it again, I am chriftian." Marzabanes commanded 
him to he forthwith beaten with knotty clubs. The execu- 
tioners were preparing themfelvcs to bind him faft on the 
ground ; but the faint told them it was unneccflary, for he had 
courage enough to lie down under the punifliment without 
moving, and he regarded it as his greateft happinefs and plea* 

/iire to fuflcT for Chrift* He only begged leave to put off hi« 

monk's 
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H monk's habit, left it £hould be treated with contempt, which 
jf on jy his body deferved. He therefore laid it aflde in a refpect- 
ful manner, and then ftretched himfelf on the ground, and 
without being bound did not ftir all the t«me of the cruel tor- 
ment, bearing it without changing his pofture. The govern- 
• our again threatened him to acquaint the king of his obftinacy. 
1 « Whom ought we rather to fear, faid Anaftaffus, a mortal 
*' man, or God who made all things out of nothing ?" The 
judge prefled hirn to facrifice to fire, and to the fun and moon. 
The faint anfwered, he could never acknowledge as gods, 
creatures which God had made only for our ufe 5 upon which 
he was remanded to prifon. 

His old abbot hearing of his fufferings fent two monks to 
. aflift him, and ordered prayers for him. The confeflbr after 
f carrying ftones all the day fpent the greateft part of the night 
in prayer to the furprize of his companion? : one of whom, a 
; ' Jew, faw and fhewed him to others at prayer in the night fhin- 
i ing in brightnefs and glory like a blefled fpirit, and angels pray- 
:" ins; with him. As the confeflbr. was chained to a man con- 
I demned for a publick crime, he prayed always with his neck 
[, bowed downwards, keeping his chained foot near his compa- 
nion not to difturb him. Marzabanes in the mean time having 
\> informed Chofroe's, and received his orders, acquainted the 
martyr by a meffenger without feeing him, that the king would 
be fatisfied on condition he would only by word of mouth ab- 
jure the chriftian faith : after which he might choofe whether 
. he would be an officer in the king's lervice, or ftill remain a 
chriftian and a monk j adding, he might in his heart always 
adhere to Chrift, providing he would but for once renounce 
him in words privately in his prcfence, cc in which there could be 
no harm, nor any great injury to his Chrilf," as he faid. Ana- 
< ftafms anfwered firmly, that he would never even Teem to di£- 
femblc, or to deny his God. Then the govcrnour told him* 
that he had orders to fend him bound into Pcrfia to the king. 
u There is no need of binding me, faid the faint : I go wil- 
- u lingly and chcarfully to fuffer for Chrift." The govcrnour 
put on him and on two other pri Toners the maik, and gave or- 
/ders, that they fhouhl fet out after five clays. In the mean 
time, on the feaft of the Exaltation of the Croft, the fourteenth 
lot September, at the rcqucft of the ConuTciarius or tax-ga- 
ithercr for the king, who was a chriflian of dillinclion, Ana- 
nafius had leave to go to tlic church and aflifl at the divine 
for vice. His prcfence and exhortations encouraged the faith* 
excited the tepid to fervour, and moved aJl to tears. Me 
dined that day with the Comcrciarius, and then returned with 
J°y to bis prifon. On the clay appointed the martyr left Cx*~ 

fares* 
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farea, in Paleftine, with two other cbriftian prifoners, under a 
ftri<a guard, and was followed by one of the monks whom 
the abbot had fent to affift and encourage him. The ads of 
his martyrdom were written by this monk, or at leaft from 
what he related by word of mouth. The faint received great 
marks of honour, much againft his inclination, from the chri- 
ftians wherever he came. 

plaufe fhould rob him of his crown by infecting his heart with 
pride. He wrote from Hierapolis, and again from the river 
Tigris to his abbot, begging the prayers of his brethren. 

Being arrived at Barfaloe in Affyria, fix miles from Dif- 
cartha or Daftagerde, near the Euphrates, where the king 
then was, the prifoners were thrown into a dungeon till 
his pleafure was known. An officer came from Chofrocs 
to interrogate the faint, who made anfwer, with regard to his 
magnificent promifes, in thefe words : « My religious habit 
" and poor clothes ihew that I defpife frorh my heart the gaudy 
« 6 pomp of the world. The honours and riches of a king, 
" who muft fhortly die hirrifelf are no temptation to me." 
Next day the officer returned to the prifon, and endeavoured to 
intimidate him by bluftering threats and reproaches. But the 
faint faid calmly : " My lord judge, do not give yourfelf fo 
« much trouble about me. By the grace of Chnft I am not 
«« to be moved : fo execute your pleafure without more ado. 
The officer caufed him to be unmercifully beaten with flaves, 
after the Perfian manner, infulting him all the time, and often 
repeating, that becaufe he contemned the king's bounty, he 
ftould be treated in that manner every day as long as he lived 
This puniffiment was infliaed on him three days 5 on the third 
the judge commanded him to be laid on his back, and a heavy 
beam preffed down by the weight of two men on his legs, cruirvj 
ing the flefh to the very bone. The martyr's tranquility and 
patience aitonifhed the officer, who went again to acquaint the 
king of his behaviour. In his abfence the jailer, being a chri- 
ftian by profeffion, though too weak to refign his place rather 
than detain fuch a prifoncr, gave every one free accefs to m 
martyr. The chriftians immediately filled the prifon, every 
one fought to kifs his feet or chains, and kept as reheks what- 



ever had been fanclificd by their touch : they alfo ovcrlaycd his 
fetters with wax in order to receive their impreffion. i l)Z 
faint with confufion and indignation ftrove to hinder them, auu 



actions 



<?xprefTed how extremely diffatisficd he was with fuch 
The officer returning from the king caufed him to be beat" 
again, which the confeffor bore rather as a ftatuc than as iiu 
and blood. Then he was hung up for two hours by one h*v> 
with a great weight at his feet, and tampered with by thrc< 
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and promifes. The judge defpairing to overcome him went 
back to the king for his laft orders, which were that he and all 

the chriftian captives mould be put to death. He returned 
fpeedily to put them in execution, and caufed Anaftafius's two 
companions, with threefcore and Hx other chriftians, to be 
ftrangled one after another, on the banks of the river, before 
his face, whom the judge all the time pre/Ted to return to the 
Perftan worfhip, and to efcape fo difgraceful a death \ pro mi fin g 
in cafe of compliance, that he mould be made one of the 
greatcft men in the court. Anaftafius, with his eyes lifted up 
to heaven, gave thanks to God for bringing his life to fo happy 
a conclufion ; and faid he expected that he fhould have met 
with a more cruel death in the torture of all his members : 
but feeing God granted him one fo eafy, he embraced with 
joy that end of a life which he otherwise muft fhortly have 
ioit in a more painful manner. He was accordingly ftrangled, 
and after his death his head was cut ofF. This was in the year 
628, the feventeenth of the emperour Heraclius, on the twenty- 
fecond of January, on which day both the Latins and Greeks 
keep his feitival. His body, among the other dead, was expofed 
to be devoured by dogs, but it was the only one they left un- 
touched. It was afterwards redeemed by the chriftians who laid 
it in the monaftery of St. Sergius, a mile from the place of his 
triumph, in the city Barfalo, called afterwards from that mona- 
ftery, Sergiopolis. The monk that attended him brought back 
his Colobium, or linen tunick without fleeves. The faint's body 

was afterwards brought into Paleftine. Some years after, it 
was removed to Constantinople, and laftly to Rome. 

The feventh general council (1) proves the ufe of pious pic- 
tures from the head of this holy martyr and his miraculous 
image then kept at Rome with great veneration : where it is 
Itill prefervcd in the church belonging to the monaftery of our 
Lady ad Aquas Salvias, which now bears the name of SS. Vin- 
cent and Anaftafms (2). The reft of his relicks are repofited 
in the holy chapel ad Scalas $an£tas y near St. John Lateran. 
Seethe hiftory of many miracles wrought by them in Bollandus. 
St. Anaiiafius foretold the fpeedy fall of the tyrant Chof- 
roes : and ten clays after his martyrdom the cmpcrour Hcraclius 
entered Perfia. 

(1) Acl 4. (2) Mabill. ftcr Ital. p. 141. 



Vol. I 



IANUAR Y 



( i3° ) 



3OOaO0OIOOOOOOOIO«GOQaOQQftQCOOG0QOOOOOG«OOQoaoQ«O«C 

JANUARY 23. 

St. RAYMUND, of Pennafort, C. 

From the bull of bis canonization^ by Clement VIII. in 1601, and 
bis life^ written by fever al Spanijh^ Italian and French aut hours* 
See Fleury, b. 78. n. 55. 64. and Tour on^ T. 1. p. 1. 

A. D. 1275. 

TH E houfe of Pegnafort, or, as it is pronounced, Penna- 
fort, was defcended from the counts of Barcelona, and 
nearly allied to the kings of Arragon. Raymund was born in 
**75* at Pennafort, a cattle in Catalonia, which in the fifteenth 
century was changed into a convent of the order of St. Domi- 
nick. Such was his rapid progrefs in his ftudies, that at the 
age of twenty he taught philofophy at Barcelona, which he did 
gratis, and with fo great reputation, that he began then to be 
confulted by the ableft matters. His principal care was to inftill 
into his fcholars the moft perfect maxims of a folid piety and 
devotion, to compofe all differences among the citizens, and to 
relieve the diftrefled. He was about thirty years of age when 
he went to Bologna, in Italy, to perfect himfelf in the ftudyof 
the canon and civil law, commenced Doctor in that faculty, 
and taught with the fame difintereftednefs and charity as he had 
done in his own country. In 1219 Bercngarius, bifhop of 
Barcelona, who had been at Rome, took Raymund home with 
him, to the great regret of the univerfity and fenate of Bo- 
logna ; and not content with giving him a canonry in his 
church, made him his archdeacon, grand vicar and official. He 
was a per feci: model to the clergy, by his innocence, zeal, de- 
votion and boundlcfs liberalities to the poor, whom he called 
his creditors. In 1222 he took the religious habit of St. Do* 
minick at Barcelona, eight months after the death of the holy 
founder, and in the forty-fcventh year of his age. No per- 
fon was ever fecn among the young novices more humble, more 
obedient, or more fervent. To imitate the obedience of a Man- 
God, who reduced himfelf to a ftatc of fubjeclion to his own 

creatures to teach us the dangers and deep wound of felf-wilU 

and 
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and to point out to us the remedy, the faint would depend ab- 
folutely on the lights of his director in all things. And it 
was upon the moft perfect fclf-denial that he laid the founda- 
tion of that high fanctity which he made the object of his moft 
earned defires. The grace of prayer perfected the work which 
mortification had begun. In a fpirit of compuncf ion he begged 
of his fuperiours that they would enjoin him fome fevere pe- 
nance, to expiate the vain fatisfaction and complacency which 
he faid he had fometimes taken in teaching. They indeed im- 
pofed on him a penance, but not fuch an one as he expected. 
It was to write a collection of cafes of confcience for the in- 
ft-rucYion and conveniency of confelTors and moral ifts. This 
produced his Sum y the firlt work of that kind. Had his me- 
thod and decifions been better followed by fome later authours 
of the like works, the holy maxims of chriftian morality had 
been treated with more refpect by fome moderns, than they 
have been to our grief and confufion. 

Raymund joined to the exercifes of his folitude the functions 
of an apoftolical life, by labouring without intermiflion in 
preaching, inftrudting, hearing confefiions with wonderful 
fruit, and converting hereticks, Jews and Moors. Among 
his penitents were James, king of Arragon, and St. Peter 
Nolafco, with whom he concerted the foundation of the 
Order of- the B. Virgin of mercy for the redemption of captives. 
James, the young king of Arragon, had married Eleonora of 
Caftile within the prohibited degrees without a difpenfation. 
A legate was fent by pope Gregory IX. to examine and judo-e 
the cafe. In a council of bifhops of the two kingdoms held 
at Tarragon he declared the marriage null, but that their fon 
Don Alphonfo ftiould be reputed lawfully born, and heir 
to his father's crown. The king had taken his confeflbr 
with him to the council, and the cardinal legate was fo 
charmed with his talents and virtue that he ailociated him 
in his legation, and gave him a commifHon to preach the 
holy war againft the Moors* The fervant of God acquitted 
himfclf of that function with fo much prudence, zeal and 
charity, that he fowed the feeds of the total overthrow of 
thofc infidels in Spain. His labours were no lefs fuccefsful 
in the reformation of the manners of the chriftians, detained in 
fervitude under the Moors, which were extremely corrupted by 
their long flavcry or commerce with thefe infidels. Raymund 
ftiewed them, by words full of heavenly unction and lire, that, 
to triumph over their bodily, they muft firft conquer their fpi- 
ritual enemies, and fubduc fin in themfelves which made God 
their enemy. Inculcating thefe and the like fpiritual lellbns, he 
ran over Catalonia, Arragon, Caftile and other countries. So gc- 

K 7. neral 
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neraJ a change was wrought hereby in the manners of the people 
as feemed incredible to ail but thofe who were witnefles of it. 
By their converfion the anger of God was appeafed, and the 
arms of the faithful became terrible to their enemies- The 
kings of Caftile and Leon freed many places from the Moorift 
yoke. Don James, king of Arragon, drove them out of the 
iflands of Majorca and Minorca, and foon after in 1237 out 
of the whole kingdom of Valentia. Pope Gregory IX. having 
called St. Raymund to Rome in 1230, nominated him his 
chaplain (which was the title of the Auditor of the caufes of the 
apoilolick palace) as alfo grand penitentiary. He made him 
likewife his own confefiarius, and in difficult affairs came 
to no decifioti but by his advice. Xhe faint ftill referved 
himfelf for the poor, and was fo folicitous for them that his 
Holinefs called him their father. He enjoined the pope for a 
penance to receive, hear and expedite immediately all petitions 
prcfented by them. The pope, who was well verfed in the 
canon law, ordered the faint to gather into one body all the 
fcattered decrees of popes and councils fince the collection 
made by Oratian in 11 50. Raymund compiled this work in 
three years, in five books, commonly called the Decretals, 
which the fame pope Gregory confirmed in 1234. It is looked 
upon as the beft finifhed part of the body of the canon-law ; 
on which account the canonifts have ufually chofen it for the 
text of their comments. In 1235 the pope named St. Raymund 
to the archbifhoprick of Tarragon, the capital of Arragon ; 
the humble religious man was not able to avert the fiorm, as 
he called it, by tears and intreaties : but at length fell fick 
through anxiety and fear. To reftore him to his health his 
Holinefs was obliged to confent to excufe him, but required 
that he fhould recommend a proper perfon. The faint named 
a pious and learned canon of Gironne. He rcfufed other dig- 
nities with the like conflancy. 

For the recovery of his health he returned to his native 
country, and was received with as much joy, as if the fafctyof the 
whole kingdom, and of every particular perfon had depended on 
his prefence. Being reftored again to his dear folitudc at Bar- 
celona, he continued his former cxercifes of contemplation, 
preaching, and adminiftering the faciamcnt of penance. Ex- 
cept on Sundays, he never took more than one very final I re- 
fection in the day. Amidft honours and applaufe he was ever 
little in his own eyes : he appeared in the fchools like a fcholar, 
and in his convent begged the fuperiour to inftruct him in the 
rules of religious perfection, with the humility and docility of 
a novice. Whether he fung the divine praifes with his bre- 
thren, or prayed alone in his cell, or fome corner of the church, 
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he poured forth an abundance of tears y and often was not able 
to contain within himfelf the ardour of his foul. His mildnefs 
and fweetnefs were unalterable. The incredible number of 
converfions, of which he was the inftrument, is known only to 
Him, who by his grace was the authour of them. He was em- 
ployed frequently in moft important commiflions, both by the 
holy fee and by the king. But he was thunderftruck by the 
arrival of four deputies from the general chapter of his order at 
Bologna in 1238, with the news that he was chofcn third general, 
Jordan of Saxony being lately dead. He wept and intreated, 
but at length acquiefced in obedience. Pie made the vifitation 
of his Order on foot, without difcontinuing any of his pe- 
nitential aufterities, or other exercifes. He inftilled into his 
fpiritual children a love of regularity, folitude, mortification, 
prayer, facred ftudies, and the apoftolical functions, efpecially 
preaching. He reduced the constitutions of his order into a 
clearer method, with notes on the doubtful par! ages. This 
his code of rules was approved in three general chapters. In 
one held at Paris in 1239, he procured the eftablifliment of 
this regulation, that a voluntary demiffion of a fuperiour, 
founded upon jufl-reafons, fliould be accepted. This he con- 
trived in his own favour: for, to the extreme regret of the 
Order, he in the year following refigned the generalftiip, 
which he had held only two years. He alledged for his rea- 
fon his age of fixty-five years. Rejoicing to fee himfelf again 
a private religious man, he applied himfelf with frefh vigour to 
the exercifes and functions of an apoftolical life, efpecially 
the converfion of the Saracens. Plaving this end in view, he 
engaged St. Thomas to write his work Againjl the Gentiles y 
procured the Arabick and Hebrew tongues to be taught in fe- 
veral convents of his order ; and erected convents, one at 
Tunis, and another at Murcia, among the Moors. In 1256 
he wrote to his General, that ten thou fa nd Saracens had re- 
ceived baptifm. King James took him into the ifland of Ma- 
jorca. The faint embraced that opportunity of cultivating that 
infant-church. This prince was an accomplifhcd foldicr and 
ftatefman, and a fmcerc lover of religion, but his great qua- 
lities were fullied by a bafe paflion for women, lie received 
the admonitions of the faint with refpeel, and promifed 
amendment of life, and a faithful compliance with the faint's 
injunctions in every particular ; but without cfllcT St. Ray- 
mund upon discovering that lie entertained a lady at his 
court, with whom lie was fu (peeled to have criminal conver- 
sation, made the ftrongeft in (ranees to have her di (milled, 
Which the king promifed fhould be done, but poHponed the 
execution. 'I he faint, diflatisfied with the delay, begged leave 
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to retire to his convent at Barcelona. The king not only re- 
fufed him leave, but threatened to punifh with death any 
perfon that fhould undertake to convey him out of the ifland. 
The faint, full of confidence in God, faid to his companion: 
cc A king of the earth endeavours to deprive us of the means 
tc of retiring : but the king of heaven will fupply them." He 
then walked boldly to the waters, fpread his cloak upon them, 
tied up one corner of it to his flaff for a fail, and having 
made the fign of the crofs, ftepped upon it without fear, 
vrhilft his timorous companion flood trembling and wonder- 
ing on the fhore. On this new kind of veffel, the faint 
was wafted with fuch rapidity, that in fix hours he reached 
the harbour of Barcelona, fixty leagues diftant from Majorca. 
Thofe who faw him arrive in this manner met him with 
acclamations. But he gathering up his cloak dry, put it on, 
ftole through the crowd, and entered his monaftery. A chapel 
and a tower, built on the place where he landed, have tranfmitted 
the memory of this miracle to pofterity. This relation is taken 
from the bull of his canonization, and the earlieft hiftorians 
of his life. The king became a fincere convert, and go- 
verned his conference, and even his kingdoms by the advice of 
St. Raymund from that time till the death of the faint. The 
holy man prepared himfelf for his paffage to eternity, by em- 
ploying days and nights in penance and prayer. .During his 
laft illnefs Alphonfus, king of Caftile, with his queen, fons and 
brother ; and James, king of Arragon, with his court, vifited 
him, and received his laft benediction. He armed himfelf 
with the laft facraments ; and in languishing fighs of divine 
love gave up his foul to God, on the iixth of January, in the 
year 1275, and the hundredth of his age- The two kings, 
with all the princes and princefles of their royal families, ho- 
noured his funeral with their prefence : but his tomb was ren- 
dered far more illuftrious by miracles. Several arc recorded in 
the bull of his canonization publifhed by Clement VIII. in 
3601. Bollandus has filled fifteen pages in folio with an ac- 
count of them. His office is fixed by Clement X. to the 
twenty* third of January. 

On the fame D AY 
St. Emerenti ana, V. and M. She fullered about the year 301, 

and is named in the martyrologics under the name of St. Jerom, 
ifcdc, and others She is laid in her rich to have been Honed to 
death whillt only a catechumen, praying at the tomb of St. A^mv. 

St. Cx.kmknt of Ancyra. H and M. He fuffercd under Diode- 
Jian, and is ranked by the Greeks among the ^fv/i martyrs. Hi.'. 

modern Greek acts fay his lingering martyrdom was continued hy 
divers torment;* dining twenty .eight years. 

St* 
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St. Agathangelus, the fellow-martyr of St. Clement bifh op of 
Anc/ra. His relicks with thofe of St. Clement lay in a church in 
the fuburbs of Conftantinople now called Pera : but were brought 
into the Weft when that city was taken by the Latins. 

St. Ildefonsxjs, B. He was a learned Be nediftin abbot in 
Toledo, promoted to the archbifhoprick of that city after the death 
of St. Eugenius in 657. He died in 667. His moft celebrated 
work is a book, On the fpotlefs virginity of the Virgin Mary againft 
Helividius, Jovinian and certain others : he breathes in it the moll 
tender devotion to her, and confidence in her interceffion with her 
ion. — See his fhort life by St. Julian, bifhopof Toledo, twenty-three 
years after his death. In Mabilion Saec. Fleury b. 39. n. 40. 
that by Cixila is not authentick. 

St. Eusebius, an abbot between Antioch and Bercea. His ex- 
ample was a perpetual and molt; moving fermon, and his very 
countenance infpired all who beheld him with the love of virtue. 
He took nourifhment but once in four days, but would not allow 
any of his monks to pafs above two days without eating. He 
prefcribed them mortifications of each fenfe in particular, but made 
perpetual prayer his chief rule, ordering them to implore the divine 
mercy in their hearts, in whatever labour their hands were employed. 
While Ammianus, who had refigned to him the government of the 
abbey, was one day reading aloud, out of the fcriptures, for their 
mutual edification ; Eufebius happened to call his eye on certain 
labourers in the field, where they fat, fo as not to give due atten- 
tion to the leclure. To punifh himfelf for this flight fault he put 
on, and wore till his death, for above forty years, a heavy iron 
collar about his neck, fattened by a flifF chain to a great iron girdle 
about his middle, fo that he could only look downwards under his 
feet. And he never afterwards ftirred out of his cell but by a nar- 
row pafTage from his cell to the chapel. His fanctity drew many 
difciples to him. He flourifhed in the fourth century. — See Theo- 
doret Philoth. c. 4. 
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St. T I MOT H Y, B. and M. 

See TsHcmoKt, T. 2. £. 142* 

ST. Timothy, the beloved difciple of St. Paul, was of 
Lycaonia, and probably of the city Lyftra. His father 
was a Gentile, but his mother Eunice a Jewels. She, with 
Lois his grandmother, embraced the chriftian religion, and St. 
Paul commends their faith. Timothy had made the holy 
fcriptures his ftudy from his infancy (1). When St. 
Paul preached in Lycaonia, in the year 51, the brethren 
of Iconium and Lyftra gave him fo advantageous a character of 
the young man, that the apoftlc, being deprived of St. Barnaby, 
took him for the companion of his labours, hut firft circum- 
cifed him at Lyftra. For tho* the Jewifh ceremonies ceafed to 
be obligatory from the death of Chrift, it was ftill lawful to 
ufe them (but not as of precept and obligation) till about the 
time of the deftruction of Jerufalem with the temple, that 
the fynagogue might be buried with honour. Therefore St. 
Paul rcfufed to circumcife Titus, born of Gentile parents, to 
aflert the liberty of the gofpcl, and to condemn thofe who 
erroneoufly affirmed circumcihon to be ftill of precept in the 
New Law. On the other fide, he circumcifcd Timothy, bom 
of a Jewefs, by that condelcenfton to render him the more 
acceptable to the Jews, and to make it appear that himfelf was 
jno enemy to their law. St. Chryfoftom (2) here admires the 
prudence, fteadinefs, and charity of St. Paul ; and wc may 
add, the voluntary obedience of the difciple. St. Aullin (3) 
extols his zeal and difintercftednefs in immediately forfaki 
his country, his houfe and his parents, to follow this apofllc 
to fharc in his poverty and fufferings. After he was circum- 
cifcd. St. Paul, by the impolition of hands, committed to him 
the miniftry of preaching, his rare virtue making ample amend* 
for his want of age Prom that time the apoftle regarded him 
not only ;is his difciple and moft clear fon, hut as his brother 
and the companion of his labours (4), He calls him a man 
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(1) z Tim. iii. iq. # (2) Prajf. in 1 Tim. (3) Senn. 177. «• 7* 

(4) 1 Their, iii. 2. 1 Uor. iv. 17. 
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ofGod{s)-> and tells the Philippians, that he found no one fo 
truly united to him in heart and fentiments, as Timothy (6). 
This efteem of the apoftle is a fufficient teftimony of the ex- 
traordinary merit of the difciple, whofe vocation and entrance 
into the miniftry was accompanied with prophefies in his be- 
half (7). 

St. Paul travelled from Lyftra over the reft of Alia, failed 
into Macedonia, and preached at Philippi, ThefTalonica, and 
Bersea, in the year 52. Being compelled to quit this laft city 
by the fury of the Jews, he left Timothy behind him, to con- 
firm the new converts there. On St. Paul's arrival at Athens 
he fent for him, but being informed that the chriftians of Thef- 
falonica lay under a very heavy perfecution for the faith, he 
foon after deputed him to go thither, to comfort and encourage 
them under it ; and he returned to St. Paul, then at Corinth, 
to give him an account of his fuccefs in that commifiion (8). 
Upon this the apoftle wrote his firft epiftle to the TheiTalo- 
nians. From Corinth St. Paul went to Jerufalem, and thence to 
Ephefus, where he fpent two years. Here he formed a refolu- 
tion of returning into Greece, and fent Timothy and Eraftus 
before him, through Macedonia, to apprife the faithful in 
thofe parts of his intention, and to prepare the alms intended 
to be fent the chriftians of Jerufalem. 

Timothy had a particular order to go afterwards to Corinth, 
to correct certain abufes, and to revive in the minds of the 
faithful there the doctrine which the apoftle had taught them ; 
who writing foon after to the Corinthians, earneftly recom- 
mended this difciple to them (9). St. Paul waited in Afia for 
his return, and then went with him into Macedonia and 
Achaia. St. Timothy left him at Philippi, but rejoined him 
atTroas. The apoftle on his return to Palefline was imprj* 
foned, and after two years cuftody at Caefarea, was fent to 
Rome. Timothy feems to have been with him all or moft of 
this time, and is named by him in the titles of his epiftles to 
Philemon, and to the Philippians and Thcflalonians, in the 
years 61 and 62. St. Timothy himfelf fuffcred imprifonmcnt 
for Chrift, and glorioufly confeiTed his name in the prcfencc 
of many witnefles 5 but was fet at liberty (10). He was or- 
dained bifliop by a prophecy, and a particular order of the 
Holy Ghoft (11). He received by this impofition of hands 
not only the grace of the facramcnt, and the authority to 
govern the church, but alfo the power of miracles, and the 

other 
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(8) Ada xviii. (n) j Cor. xvi. 10. (10) Ileb. xiii. 23. 
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other exteriour gifts of the Holy Ghoft. St. Paul being returned 
from Rome into the Eaft, in the year 64, left St. Timothy at 
Ephefus, to govern that church, to oppofe falfe teachers, and 
to ordain priefts, deacons, and even bifhops (12). For St. Chry- 
foftom (13) and other fathers obferve, that he committed to 
him the care of all the churches of Afia : and St. Timothy j s 
always named the firft bifliop of Ephefus ( 14). 

St. Paul wrote his firft epiftle to Timothy from Macedonia, 
in 64 ; and his fecond in 65, from Rome, while there in chains, 
to prefs him to come to Rome, that he might fee him agaia 
before he died. It is an effufion of his heart, full of tendernefs 
towards this his deareft fon. In it he encourages him, endea- 
vours to renew and ftir up in his foul that fpirit of intrepi- 
dity, and that fire of the Holy Ghoft, with which he was filled 
at his ordination : gives him inftru£lions concerning the here- 
ticks of that time, and adds a lively defcription of fuch 3$ 
Would afterwards arife (15). 

We learn (16) that St. Timothy drank only water: but his 
aufterities having prejudiced his health, on account of his 
weak ftomach and frequent infirmities, St. Paul ordered him 
to ufe a little wine. The fathers obferve that he only fays 
a little, even in that neceflity, becaufe the flefh is to be kept 
weak, that the fpirit may be vigorous and ftrong. St. Timothy 
was then young 5 perhaps about forty. It is not improbable that 
he went to Rome to confer with his mafter. He was bifliop of 
Ephefus, though St. John relided alfo in that city as an apoflle 
and exercifing a general infpe£lion over all the churches of 
Afia. St, Timothy is ftyled a martyr in the ancient martyro* 
logies. 

His acts, in fome copies afcribed to the famous Polycrates 
bifliop of Ephefus, but which feem to have been written at 
Ephefus in the fifth or fixth age, and abridged by Photius, 
relate, that under the emperour Nerva, in the year 97, St, 
John being ftill in the ifle of Patmos, St. Timothy was flain 
with flones and clubs, by the heathens, whilft he was endea- 
vouring to oppofe their idolatrous ceremonies on one of their 
fcftivals, kept on the twenty-fecond of January, St. Pau- 
linus (17), Theodorus Lector, and Philoftorgius (18) inform 
us, that his relicks were with great pomp tranflated to Con- 
ftantinople, in the year 356, in the reign of Conftantius. St, 
Paul in us witnefles, that the leaft portion of them wrought 
many miracles wherever they were cliftributed. Thcfc precious 

remains) 

(12) 1 Tim. i. (13) Horn. 15. in 1 Tim. (14) Euf.j ; 3' 

c. 4. Cone. t. 4. p 699. (15) 1 Tim. iii. 1, 2. (16) 1 Tufr 

v. 23. (17) CariUi 26, (18) L. 3.C. 3. 
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remains, with thofe of St. Andrew and St. Luke, were de- 
pofited under the altar in the church of the apoftles in that 
city, where the devils, by their hpwlings, teftified how much 
they felt their prefen.ce, fays St, Jerom which St. Chry- 

foftom alfo confirms (20). 

St, BAB YL AS, Bifliop of Antioch 

and Martyr. 



From St. Chryfoflom, I. contra Gentiles de S m Babyla , and hom m 

de S. Babyla. T. 2. ed. Ben. p. 531. fie wrote the firfl dif 
courfe againft the Gentiles, exprefsly to confound them by the 
miracles of this faint. He fpoke the fecond five years after, in 
387, on St. Baby/as 9 s feafl, before a numerous auditory, and 
mentions Flavian the bifhop of Antioch, and others, who were 
to fpeak after him on the fame fubjecl. The miracles were recent 9 
performed before the eyes of ?nany then prefent. None of the 
three a Sis of this faint hi Bollandus can be authentic^. See 
Tilhnont, Mem. T. 3. p. 400, and Hift. des Empereurs, T* 
3. and F. Merlin, Dijfertation conire M. Bayle fur ce que 
rapport S. ChryfoJlo?ne du Martyre de S. Babylas. Mem. de 
Trevoux, Juin 1737. p. 1051. 

About the year 250. 

TH E moft: celebrated of the ancient bifhops of Antioch 
after St. Ignatius was St. Babylas, who fucceeded Zebi- 
nus in the year 237, and governed that church with great zeal 
and virtue about 13 years, under the emperours Gordian, 
Philip, and Decius. Philip, an Arabian by birth, and of 
mean extraction, raifed by the young ernperour Gordian to be 
prefect of the praetorian guards, perfidioufly murdered his mafter 
at the head of his victorious army in Perfia, and caufed him- 
fclf to be acknowledged ernperour by the fenate and people of 
Rome, in the year 244. Wc have very imperfect htftorics of 
his reign. Eulcbius fays that he abolifhed the publick ftews 
and promifcuous bathing in Rome, which Alexander Scvcrus, 
the moft virtuous of the heathen emperours, had in vain at- 
tempted to do. The fame hiftoriun adds, it was averred (1 ) that 
Philip, being a chriitian, fubjetted himfelf to canonical penance 

(19) In Vigilant, c z. (20) Horn. 1. ad Pop. Antioch. 

(?) Tiijp K#r$fttt #/><fi«v*\ J»vjtf. liui". 1. 6. c. 3. 
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at Antioch, where being arrived on the eve of a great feftival, 
as the chronicle of Alexandria relates, he prefented himfelf at 
the chriftian oratory, with his wife ; but being excluded by 
the bifhop, with a meek rebuke for his crimes, he made hi 
exomologefis^ or confeflion, and ranked himfelf among the peni 
tents without doors. St. Jerom, Vincent of Lerins, Orofius, 
and others, pofitively affirm that this empcrour was a chriftian; 
and Eufcbius, Rufinus, St. Jerom, Vincent of Lerins, and 
Syncellus fay, that Origen wrote two letters, one to the en> 
perour Philip, another to his wife, with an authority which 
the chriftian priefthood gave him over emperours. 

Philip afliftcd at the heathenifh folemnity of the thoufandth 
year of Rome \ but his prefence was neceflary on that occa- 
fion, nor is he faid to have offered facrifice. He was indeed 
a bad chriftian, and probably only a catechumen, an amoi- 
tious and cruel tyrant, who procured the death of Mifitheus, 
father-in-law of Gordian, murdered Gordian himfelf to ufurp 
his empire, and put to death the young prince, fon of the king 
of Perfia or the Parthians, left a hoftage in his hands : circum- 
ftances mentioned by St. Chryfoftom. Having reigned fome- 
thing upwards of five years, he was flain with his fon Philip, 
his collegue in the empire, by Decius, about the middle of the 
year 249. The peace and favour which the church had en- 
joyed during his reign, had much increafed her numbers, but 
had relaxed the fervour of many, as we fee in St. Cyprian's 
works, and in the life of St. Gregory Thaumaturgus. Whole 
cities had embraced the faith, and publick churches were 
erected. Decius equally hated the Philips and the chriftian re- 
ligion, againft which he publiflied the moft cruel edicts in the 
year 250 ; which caufed the feventh general perfection, per- 
mitted by God to purge away the drofs in his flock, and to 

awake them to fervour. 

St. Chryfoftom extols the courage and zeal of St. Baby as, 
in fhutting the church-doors againft an empcrour and a barba- 
rous tyrant, then at the head of a victorious army. Wc lind 
Philip ftylcd conquerour of the Parthians, in an infcription in 
Gruter(2), by which he feems to have returned triumphant, 
tho' Zonai as pretends he had bought a peace. Eufcbiufl men- 
tions it as a report, that the cmperour received the bifhop s 
rebuke with meeknefs, and fubmittcd to publick penance: but 
St. Chryfoftom infinuates, that the fame tyrant, in a rage for 
being refilled admittance, threw St. Baby las into a dungeon, 
where he fo.in died. St. Jerom (ays that Decius inipn- 

foned him, which feems to be the truer account. He conium- 

7 mated 



(2) P 273 
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-mated nis martyrdom by the hardfhips of his prifon ; and when 
a dying* ordered his chains to be buried with him, as the 
happy inftruments and marks of his triumph. The Chriftians 

- r built a church over his tomb. His body refted heie about 100 
years, till 351, when Gallus Caefar tranflated it to Daphne, five 
miles from Antioch, to oppofe the worfhip of a famous idol of 
Apollo, which gave oracles in that place. Gallus erected a church, 
facred to the name of St. Baby las, near the profane temple, and 
placed in it his venerable afhes in a fhrine above ground. The 
neighbourhood of the martyr's relicks ftruck the devil dumb, as 
is averred by St. Chryfoftom, Theodoret (3), Sozomen, and 
others, who triumph over the pagans on this account (<?)• 
Eleven years after, Julian the apoftate came to Antioch in the 
year 362, and by a multitude of facrifices endeavoured to 
learn of the idol the caufe of his filence- At length the fiend 
gave him to underftand, that the neighbourhood was full of 
dead bones, which muft be removed before he could be at reft 
and difpofed to give anfwers. Julian underftood this of the 
body of St. Babylas, and commanded that the chriftians fhould 
immediately remove his fhrine to fome diftant place ; but not 
touch the other dead bodies. Thus do the fathers and chriftian 
hiftorians of that age relate this miracle (£). The chriftians 
obeyed the order, and with great folemnity carried back in pro- 
ceffion the facred relicks to Antioch, finging on this occafion 
the pfalms which ridicule the vanity and feeblenefs of idols, 
repeating after every verfe : " May they who adore idols and 
" glory in falfe gods, blufli with ftiame and be covered with 
" confufion.". The following evening lightning fell on the 
temple of Apollo, and reduced to afhes all the rich and magni- 
ficent ornaments with which it was embellifhed, and the idol 
itfelf, leaving only the walls ftanding. Julian, the emperour's 
uncle, and governour of the Eaft, upon this news haftened to 
Daphne, and endeavoured by tortures to compel the priefts to 
confefs if the accident had happened by any negligence, or by, 
the interpofition of the chriftians : but it was clearly proved 

by 

(3) Thco orct. 1. 3. hill, c, 6. & de Groecor. AfFeft. 1. 10. Rufin, 

Chryf. 



^) St. Chryfoftom h as given 
in the lamentation of Libanius, 
die celebrated heathen fophift, 
bewailing the filcnce of Apollo 
at Daphne: adding that Julian 
"ad delivered him from the 
Neighbourhood of a dead man, 



which was troublcfome to him. 

(b) Ammianus Marccllinus, a 
heathen and Julian's own hifto- 
rian fays, B. 22 p. 225. that he 
caufed all the bones of dead 
men to be taken away to purify 
the place. 
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by the teftimony of thefe very priefts, and alfo by that of fevera} 
peafants, who faw the fire fall from heaven, that lightening was 
the caufe. The apoftate durft not reftore the idol left the like 
thunder fliould fall on his own head : but he breathed nothing 
but fury againft the chriftians in general, more efpecially againft 
thofe of Antioch, the fatal effects of which he intended they fhould 
feel at his return from the Perfian war. Vain projects againft 
God, who defeated them by his unhappy death in that expe- 
dition ! The ruins of this temple remained in the fame con< 
dition above twenty years after. The Roman martyrology> 
with that of St. Jerom and others of the Weft, celebrate the 
memory of St. Babylas on the twenty-fourth of January, but 
the Greeks on the fourth of September, together with three 
children martyred with him, as St. Chryfoftom and others 
mention. His body is faid to be now at Cremona, brought 
from the Eaft in the Crufades. 

On the fame DAY 

St. Suranus, abbot in Umbria, who gave all things, even the 
herbs out of his garden, to the poor. He was martyred by the 
Lombards in the feventh century, and his relicks were famed for 
miracles (4). 

St. Macedonius, anchoret in Syria. He lived forty years on 
barley moifteried in water, till finding his health impaired he cat 
bread, reflecting that it was not lawful for him to fhorten his life 
to fhun labours and conflicts, as he told the mother of Theodoret; 
perfuading her when in a bad Hate of health, to ufe a proper food, 
which he faid was phyfick to her. Theodoret relates many mira- 
culous cures of fick perfons, and of his own mother among them, 
by water on which he had made the fign of the crofs, and that his 
own birth was the effect of his prayers, after his mother had lived 
childlcfs in marriage thirteen years (c). The faint died 90 years old, 
and is named in the Greek menologies (5). 

St. Cadocus, abbot of Llaricarvan in Glamorganshire, difciplc 
of St. Tathai, an Irifh abbot at Gwent in Monmouthfhire, in 
480 (6). 

J ANUARY 

(4) St. Greg. Dial. 1. 4. c. 22. (5) See Theodoret Phil. c. 

13, 14. (6) See Uilier Antiq. c. 13. p. 252. 



(c) The great Theodoret was 
dedicated to God by his parents 
before he was born, and was 
educated in the ftudy of every 
true branch of Syriack, Greek 
and Hebrew learning. He gave 
a large cllatc to the poor, and 



entered a monaftery, but \v.is 

taken out of it againft his will, 

and confccratcd biihop of Cyrus 

in 423. He converted all the 

Marcionites, Arians and other 

hereticks in his diocefe. Though 

lumfclf lived in irreat poverty, 

he 
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The Converfion of St. P A U L. 

See Tillemont) T*. j. p. 192. 

THIS great apollle was a Jew, of the tribe of Benjamin, 
At his circumcifion, on the eighth day after his birth, he 
received the name of Saul. His father was by feci: a Pharifee* 
and a denizen of Tarfus, the capital of Cilicia: which city 
had (hewn a particular regard for the caufe of the Csefars; on 
which account Caflius deprived it of its privileges and lands ; 
but Auguftus, when conquerour, made it ample amends by 
honouring it with many new privileges, and with the freedom 
of Rome, as we read in the two Dions and Appian. Hence 
;St. Paul being born at Tarfus, was by privilege a Roman citizen, 
to which quality a great diftincTtion and feveral exemptions were 
granted by the laws of the empire (1). His parents fent him 
young to Jerufalem, where he was ed ucated and inftrucT:ed in 
the itrievteft obfervance of the law of Mofes, by Gama- 
liel (2), a learned and noble Jew and probably a member 
of the Sanhedrim 5 and was a moft fcrupulous obferver of it in 
every point. He appeals even to his enemies to bear evidence 
how conformable to it his life had been in every refpedt 
(3). He embraced the feci of the Pharifees, which was of all 
others the moft fevere, though by its pride the moft oppofitc 

to 



(1) Acls xxi. 29. xxii. 3. (2) Adh xxii. 3. 



(3) Adls xxvi. 4. 



he enriched the poor and the 
churches, and built for his city 
an aqueduct, two large bridges, 
porticos and baths. He had the 
misfortune to be fome time en- 
gaged with Neflorius againit St. 
Cyril, though he had clearly 
condemned the herefy of the 
former from the beginning with 

• John of Antioch, in their ex- 
; hortatory letter toNenorius(Conc. 

• • 3- p. 394.) and afterwards 
jj condemned his perfon. He died 

* an peace about the year 458, 



His excellent writings are the 
monuments of his extraordinary 
piety and learning. He modcllly 
compares himfelf (Prol. in Ofee, 
p. 700, T. 2.) to the Jcwifhpoor 
women who, in the building of 
the tabernacle, having neither 
gold nor fiiver to give to God 
towards his work, picked and 
gathered together the hair, thread 
or cloths contributed by others, 
or fpun or lowed fo inething not 
to be found quite empty-handed* 



r 
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to, the humility of the gofpel (4). It was a rule among the 
Jews that all their children were to learn fame trade with their 
ftudies, were it but to avoid idlenefs, and to exercife the.body 
as well as the mind in fomething ferious (a). It is therefore 
probable that Saul learned in his youth the trade which he ex« 
ercifed even after his apoftlefhip, of making tents (&). 

Saul furpafling all his equals in zeal for the Jewifh law and 
their traditions, which he thought the caufe of God, became 
thereby a blafphemer, a perfecutor, and the moft outrageous 
enemy of Chrift (5). He was one of thofe who combined (0 
murder St. Stephen, and by keeping the garments of all who 
ftoned that holy martyr, he is faid by St. Auftin to have Honed 
him by the hands of all the reft (6), to whofe prayers for 
his enemies he afcribes the converfion of St. Paul (7); 
" If Stephen, fays he, had not prayed, the church would 
" never have had St. Paul." 

After the martyrdom of the holy deacon, the priefis and 
magiftrates of the Jews railed a violent perfecution againft 
the church at Jerufalem, in which Saul fignalized himfelf above 
others. By virtue of the power he had received from the high 
prieft, he dragged the chriftians out of their houfes, loaded 
them with chains, and thru& them into prifon (8). He pro- 
cured them to be fcourged in the fynagogues, and endeavoured 
by torments to compel chem to blafpheme the name of Chrift. 
And as our Saviour had always been reprefented by the leading 
men of the Jews as an enemy to their law, it was no wonder 
that this rigorous pharifee fully perfuaded himfelf that k 
ought to do many things contrary to the name ofjefusof Nazareth (9). 
By the violences he committed, his name became every where 
a terror to the faithful. The perfecutors not only raged againft 
their perfons, but alfo feized their eftates and what they pof- 
fefled in common (10), and left them in fuch extreme neccftity, 
that the remoteft churches afterwards thought it incumbent on 
them to join in charitable contributions to their relief. All this 
could not fatisfy the fury of Saul, he breathed nothing but threats 

and 



(4) A£ts xxvi. 5. (5) Gal. i. 14. (6) Serin. 301. 

(7) Scr. 1 16. c. 4. Afts vi. (8) Acts viii. 3. xxii. 4. xxvi. 10. 

(9) Ails xxvi. 9. (10) Heb. x. 32. 

(a) Rabbi Juda fays, that a ufe of foldicrs and mariners, and 

parent, who nc^lecls his duty, were made of fkins fewn to* 

is as criminal as if he taught gcther. Some think that his 

his fon to ftcal. See Grotius bufmefs was that of making 

and Sanclius on Afts xviii. 3, tapiflry and hangings for the: 

(6) Thcfe tents were for the atrcs. 



I 

Jan. 25. The Convcrfion of St. P A U L. 145 

and the daughter of the other difciples (11). Wherefore in the 
fury of his zeal he applied to the high priefl and fanned rim 
for a commiffion to take up all Jews at Damafcus who confeiTed 
Jefus Chrift, and bring them bound to Jerufalem, that they 
might ferve as publick examples for the terrour of others. But 
God was pleafed to Jhew forth 'in him his patience and mercy, 
and moved by the prayers of St. Stephen and his other perfe- 
cuted fervants for their enemies, changed him in the very heat 
of his fury into a veffel of election, and made him a greater 
man in his church by the grace of the apoftlefhip, than St. 
Stephen had ever been, and a more illuftrious inftrument of his 
glory. He was almoft at the end of his journey to Damafcus, 
when, about noon, he and his company were on a fudden fur- 
rounded by a great light from heaven, brighter than the fun (12). 
They all faw the light, and being ftruck with amazement fell 
to the ground. Then Saul heard a voice, which to him was 
articulate and diftincl: ; but not underftood (r), tho' heard, by 
the reft : Saul r Saul, Why dofi thou perfecute me? Christ 
faid not ; Why doft thou perfecute my difciples, but me j for it 
is he, their head, who is chiefly perfecuted in his fervants. Saul 
anfwered: Who art thou. Lord? Christ faid : Jesus of Naza- 
reth, whom thou perfecutejl. It is hard for thee to kick againjl the goad y 
" to contend with one fo much mightier than thyfelf. By perfe- 
" cuting my church you make it flourifh, and only prick and 
u hurt yourself/' This mild expoftulation of our Redeemer, ac- 
companied with a powerful interiour grace ftrongly aiFedting his 
foul, cured his pride, afliiaged his rage, and wrought at once 
a total change in him. Wherefore trembling and aftonilhed 
he cried out : Lord zvhat wilt thou have me do ? What to repair 
the paft ? What to promote your glory ? I make a joyful ob- . 
lation of myfelf to execute your will in every thing, and to 
fuffer for your fake afflictions, difgraces, perfecutions, torments, 
and every fort of death. The true convert expreffed this, not 
in a bare form of . words, nor with faint languid defircs, nor 
with any exception lurking in the fecrct recclfes of his heart ; 
but with an entire facrifice of himfelf, and an heroick victory 
over the world with its frowns and charms, over the devils 
with their fnares and threats, and over himfelf and all inclina- 
tions of felf-love ; devoting himfelf totally to God. A perfect 
model of a true convcrfion, the greatelt work of almighty 
grace! Christ ordered him to arife, and proceed on his 
Vol. I. L journey 

(11) Afts ix. 1. (12) Acls ix. xxii. xxvi. 

t (0 So the Greek word amSttv is often ufed in fcripttire, as 1 Cor. 
2. And thus the text is very recondleablc with Act* xxii. 9. 

I 
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journey to the city, where he ftiould be informed of what he 
expected from him. Christ would not inftrucT: him imme- 
diately by himfelf, but, as St. Auftin obferves (13), fent him 
to the Miniftry [d) which he had eftablifhed in his church, to be 
directed in the way of falvation by thofe whom he had ap- 
pointed for that purpofe. He would not finifli the converfion 
and inftruclion of this great apoitle whom he was pleafed to 
call in fo wonderful a manner, but by remitting him to the 
guidance of his minifters ; (hewing us thereby, that his holy 
providence has fo ordered it, that all, who defire to ferve 
him, fliould feek his will by liftening to thofe whom he has 
commanded us to hear, and whom he has fent in his own 
name and appointed to be our guides- So perfectly would 
he abolifh in his fervants all felf-confidence and prefump- 
tion the fource of errour and illuiion. The convert, rifmg 
from the ground, found that though his eyes were open 
he faw nothing. Providence fent this corporal blindnefs to 
be an emblem of the fpiritual blindnefs in which he had 
lived, and to fignify to him that he was henceforward to die to 
the world, and learn to apply his mind totally to the contem- 
plation of heavenly things. He was led by the hand into 
Damafcus, whither Chrift feemed to conduct him in triumph. 
He was lodged in the houfe of a Jew named Judas, where he 
remained three days blind, and without eating or drinking. He 
doubtlefs fpent this time in great bitternefs of foul, not yet 
knowing what God required of him. With what anguilh he 
bewailed his paft blindnefs and falfe zeal againfl: the church, 
we may conjecture both from his taking no nourifhmcnt 
during thofe three days, and from the manner in which ho ever 
after remembrcd and fpoke of his having been a blafpbejner and 
a perfecutor. Though the entire reformation of his heart was 
not gradual, as in ordinary converfions, but miraculous in the 
order of grace, and perfect in a moment ; yet a time of pro- 
bation and a fevere interiour trial (for fuch we cannot doubt 
but he went through on this occafion) was neceflary to crucify 
the old man and all other earthly fentimcnts in his heart, and 
to prepare it to receive the extraordinary graces which God 
<lefigncd him. There was a chriftian of diftindtion in Damaf- 
cus, much refpected by the Jews for his irreproachable life and 
great virtue j his name was Ananias. Christ appeared to 

this 

(13) Qn. evang. 1. 2. c. 40. et pra:f. 1. tie doclr. Chrift. p. 32. 

U) St Aufl.in doubts not but Ananias was a bifliop, or at lcafl. '* 
prieft. The Greeks give him a place in their calendar on the ftfft 

of October, and flyU him bifliop of Damaftus and martyr. 
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this holy difciple, and commanded him to go to Saul, who was 
then in the houfe of Judas at prayer : Ananias trerhbled at the 
name of Saul, being no ftranger to the mifchief he had done in 
Jerufalem, or to the errand on which He was fet out to Damafcus. 
But our Redeemer over-ruled his fears* and charged him a 
fecond time to go to him faying: Go, for he is a veffel ofeleclion 
to carry my name before Gentiles and kings, and the children 6f 
Ifrael : and I will Jhezv him bow much he has to fujfer for my 
name. For tribulation is the teft and portion of all the true 
fervants of Chrift. Saul in the mean time faw in a vifion a 
man entering, and laying his hands upon him to reftore his 
fight. Ananias, obeying the divine order arofe, went to Saul, 
and laying his hands upon him, faid : Brother Saul, the Lord 
Jesus who appeared to thee on thy journey* hath fent me that thou 
may ft receive thy fight, and he filled with the Holy Gkoft* Imme- 
diately fomething like fcales fell from his eyes* and he recovered 
his eye-light. Aiianias added : The God of our fathers hath chofeti 
thee that thou Jhouldft know his will and fee the jufl one, and 
Jhouldft hear the voice from his mouth : and thou Jhalt be his wit* 
nefs unto all men to publijh vyhat thou haft feen and heard* Arife 
therefore, be baptized and xuajhed from thy Jins 9 invoking the nam* 
of the Lord. Saul then arofe, was baptized, and took fome re- 
irelhment. He ftaid fome few days with the difciples at Damafcus* 
and began immediately to preach in the fynagogues^ that Jesus 
was the Son of God, to the great aftonifhment of all that heard 
him, who faid : Is not this he who perfecuted at ferufaUm thofi 
who invoked the name of Jesus, and who is come hither to carry 
them away prifoners ? Thus a blafphemer and a perfecutor wafc 
made an apoftle* and chofen to be one of the principal inftru- 
nrents of God in the converfion of the world. 

St. Paul never recalled to mind this his wonderful Conver- 
fion, without raptures of gratitude and praife to the divine 
mercy. The church in thankfgiving to God for fuch a miracle 
of his grace from which it has derived fuch great bleffings, and 
to commemorate fo miraculous an inftance of his almighty 
power, and to propofe to penitents a perfedt model of a true 
converfion, has inftituted this feftival, which we find mentioned 
in fcveral calendars and miflals of the eighth and ninth centuries* 
and which pope Innocent III. commanded to be obferved with 
great folemnity. It was for fome time kept a holy day of obli- 
gation in molt churches in the Weft ; and we read it rnentioncdl 
*a fuch in England in the council of Oxford in 1222* in th* 
*cign of king Henry III. ( 14). 

(14) Cone. Labbe, T, xi. p. 274- 
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SS. IUVENTINUS and MAXI- 

MINUS, MM. 

From the elegant panegyric k of St. Chryfojiom T. 2. p. 578, 
ed. Montf. and from Theodoret biji. L 3, c. 11. 

A. D. 363. 

j 

THESE martyrs were two officers of diflin&ion in the 
foot-guards of Julian the Appftate {a). When that 
tyrant was on his march againft the Perfians, they let fall at 
table certain free reflections on his impious laws againft the 
chriftians, wifhing rather for death than to fee the profanation 
of holy things. The emperour being informed of this, fent for 
them, and rinding that they could not be prevailed upon by any 
means to retract what they had faid, nor to facrifice to idols, 
he confiscated their eftates, caufed them to be cruelly fcour- 
ged, and fome days after to be beheaded in prifon at Antioch 
January 25th, 363. The chriftians, with the hazard of their 
lives, ftole away their bodies, and after the death of Julian, who 
was flain in Perfia on the 26th of June following, erected 



{a) Julian furnamed the Apo- 
Itate, rebelled againft Conftantius, 
his cou fin -germ an, in the Spring 
in 360, and by his death in 
November 361 obtained the 
empire. He was one of the 
moil infamous diflemblers that 
ever lived. Craft, levity, in- 
conftancy, falfliood, want of 
judgment and an exceflive va- 
nity difcovered themfelves in all 
his actions, and appear in his 
writings, namely his epiftles, 
his fatyr called Mifopogon, and 
his lives of the Caefars. He 

wrote the laft work to cenfure 
all the former emperowrs, that he 
might appear the only great 
prince : for a ceniorious turn is 
an effect of vanity and pride. He 
was moil foolilhly fuperftitious, 



and exceedingly fond of footh- 
fayers and magicians. After the 
death of Conftantius he openly 
profeiTed idolatry, and by be- 
fmearing himfelf with the blood 
of impious Victims, pretended to 
efface the character of baprifm. 
- He was deceived almoft in every 
ftep by ridiculous omens, oracles 
and augurs, as may be fcen in 
his heathen hiftorian Ammianui 
Marcellinus (b. 22). Maximus, 
the magician,, and others of that 
character, were his , chief confi- 
dents. He endeavoured by the 
black art to rival the miracles of 
Chrift, though he effected no- 
thing He difqualified chrilUans 
for bearing offices in the ftatc : 
he forbad them to teach either 

rhctoridc or philofophy, that he 
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for them a magnificent tomb. ^ On their feftival St. Chryfoftom 
pronounced their panegyrick, in which he fays of thefe martyrs 1 
« They fupport the church as pillars, defend it as towers, and 
repell all afTaults as rocks. Let us vifit them frequently y let 
us touch their fhrine, and embrace their relicks with confi- 
dence that we may obtain from thence fome benediction*. 
For as foldiers, fhewing to the king the wounds which they 
have received in his battles, fpeak with confidence ; fo they^ 
by an humble reprefentati on of their paft fufferings for Chrtity 
obtain whatever they afk of the king of heaven ( 1)." 

L 3 On, 

(1) Horn, in SS Juv. et Max. T. z. p. 583. , 
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might deprive them of the advan- 
tages of human literature, a thing 
condemned by A mmi anus himfelf. 
He commanded by an edicl that 
they fhould be no longer called 
chriftians, but Galileans, and tho' 

he pretended to toleration, he 
deitroyed more fouls by recom- 
pences, careifes and ftratagems, 
than he could have done by cru- 
elties. He levied heavy fines 
and feized the eftates of chrift- 
ians, faying in raillery, that he 
did it to oblige them to follow- 
the gofpel which recommends 
poverty. He often put them to 
death; but fecretly and on other 
pretences that he might deprive 
them of the honour of martyr- 
dom : which artifice might have 
its influence on philofophers, the 
Jovers of vanity ; but not on the 
fervants of God, who defired to 
be known to him alone, and to 
fufter, regardlefs of the applaufe 
of men, as St. Gregory Nazian- 
zen obferves (Or. 3. in Julian). 
That Father when he knew him 
a Undent at Athens in 355, prog- 
nofticated (Or. 4. in Julian, p. 
J 22) from his light carriage, 
Wandering eye, haughty look, 
impertinent queftions and foolifh 
Jnfwcrs, what a in on Her the 
Roman empire was faltering 
and breeding up. In his march 
to his Pcrflan expedition, he was 

wade a fubjec\of mockery and 



ridicule at Antioch, on account 
of his low ftature, gigantick gait, 
great goat's beard, and bloody 
Sacrifices. In anfwer to which, 
he wrote his Mtfopogon, or Beard- 
hater, a low and infipid fatyr. 
He every where threatened the 
chriftians upon his return from, 
the Perfian war. The oracles of 
Delos, Delphos, Dodona. and 
others promifed him victories, 
as Theodoret, St. Gregory Na- 
zianzen, Philoftorgius, and Li- 
banius himfelf (Libanius, Or. 
12) an heathen, and the chief 
favourite of Julian teftify : all the 
pagan deities wherever he pa/T- 
ed, gave him the like aflurances, 
as he himfelf writes (Julian, 
ep. 2). But in Perfia he rafhly 
ventured into wilds and defcrts, 
with an army of 65,000 men, 
where he was defeated and 
Main in June 363. Ammianus, 
who was then in the army, only 
fays that he was mortally wound- 
ed in the battle, and died in his 
tent die fame day before noon. 
Theodoret, Sozomen and the acl* 
of St. Theodoret the martyr, fay 
that finding himlelf wounded, he 
threw up a handful of blood to- 
wards heaven, crying out : "Thou 
hail conquered, O Galilean, 
thou hail conquered. 1 * It wat 
revealed to many holy hermits, 
that God cut him off to give 
peace to his church. 
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156 St. PRIX, Spc; Jan: 25; 

On the fame DAY 

St. Prix, or Praejeflus, bifhop of Clermont, flain out of revenge 
Jn 674, by the practices of incorrigible finners. 

St. Poppo, abbot of Stavelo in the principality of Liege, of 
St. Vedaft at Arras, and of Marchiennes in 1048. 

St. Apollo, abbot in Thebais. After pafling many years in an 
hermitage, he formed and governed a community of 500 monks 
near Heliopolis. They all wore the fame coarfe white habit, 
all received the holy communion every day, and the holy abbot 
made them alfo a daily exhortation with admirable un&ion. He 
entertained them often on the evils of melancholy and fadnefs, 
faying, that fpiritual joy and cheerfulnefs of heart is necefTary amidft 
our tears of penance ; as being the fruit of charity, and requifite 
to fupport the fervour of the foul. He was known to Grangers 
by the joy of his countenance. By humility he ranked hjmfelf 
among the goats, unworthy to be numbered among the fheep. 
He made it his conftant and earneft petition to God, that he 
might know himfelf, and be preferved from the fubtil fnares and 
jllufions of pr^de. It is faid that the devil left a poflefTed perfon at 
his command, crying out, that he was not able to withiland his 
humility. The faint received a vifit from St. Petronius, afterwards 
bifhop of Bologna, in 393, being then near eighty years old, which 
Jie dial not long furvive. (1) 

St. Publivs, abbot near Zeugma, upon the Euphrates, is ho- 
noured by the Greeks. He was the fon of a fenator in that city, 
and fold his eltate, plate and furniture for the benefit of the poor ; 
and lived firft an hermit* afterwards governed a numerous commu- 
nity in the fourth age. He allowed his monks no other food than 
herbs and pulfe and very coarfe bread ; no drink but water : he 
forbad milk, cheefe, grapes an£ even vinegar, alfo oil except from 
Eafter to Whitfiintide. To put himfelf always in mind of advancing 
continually in fervour and charity, he added every day fomething 
to his exercifes of penance and devotion : he was rernarkably foli- 
citous to avoid floth, being fenfible of the inelhmable value of 
time (2). 

(1) See Rufinus b. 2. Tillemont T. 10. p. 35. (2) See The- 
pdoret fhiloth. c, 5. Rofweide. 1. 6. e. y f 
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JANUARY 26. 

St. POLYCARP Bifhop of Smyrna, M. 

From his ads 9 written by the church of S?nyrna in an excellent 
circular letter to the churches of Pontus, immediately after bis 
martyrdom: a piece abridged by Eufcbius, b. 4. c. 14. highly 
efleemed by the ancients. Jofeph Scaliger, a fupercilious crhick y 
jays that nothing in the whole courfe of church hijlory fo Jlrongly 
affected him as the perufal of thefe acls and thofe relating to the 
martyrs of Lyons : that he never read them but they gave him ex~ 
traor dinar y etnotions. Ani7nad. in Chron. £u/ebii 9 n. 2183, 
ifc, 'They are certainly mofi valuable pieces of chrijlian antiquity. 
Jdd EufebiuS} St. Jerom^ and St. Irenaus. See Tillemont^ T". 

3. p. 3 2 7- 

A.D. 166. 

ST. Polycarp was one of the moft illuftrious of the apo- 
ftolick fathers, who being the immediate difciples of the 
apofUes, received inftructions from their mouths, and inherited 
of them the fpirit of Chrift in a degree fo much the more emi- 
nent, as they lived nearer' the fountain-head. He embraced 
chriftianity very young, about the year 80 ; was a difciple of the 
apoftles, in particular of St* John the Evangel ift, and was con- 
ftituted by him bifhop of Smyrna, probably before his banifh- 
ment to Patmos, in 96 : fo that he governed that important fee 
feventy years. He feems to have been the angel or bifhop of 
Smyrna, who was commended above all the bifhops of Afia 
by Chrift himfelf in the Apocalypfe (1), and the only one with- 
out a reproach. Our Saviour encouraged him under his po- 
verty, tribulation and perfecutions, especially the calumnies 
of the Jews, called him rich in grace, and promifed him the 
crown of life by martyrdom. The faint was refpecled by the 
faithful to a degree of veneration. He formed many holy dif- 
ciples, among whom were St. Irenaeus and Papias. When 
Florinus, who had often vifited St. Polycarp, had broached cer- 
tain hercfics, St. Irenaeus wrote to him as follows (2) : " Thefe 
things were not taught you by the bifliops who preceded us, . . «. 

L 4 "I could 



(1) Ch. ii, v, g< 



(2) Euf. Hift. 1. s- c - 2 °« P- 188 
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* 4 I could tell you the place where the blefled Polycarp fat to 
* € preach the word of Got, It is yet prefer* t to my mind with 
* c what gravity he every jvhere came in and went out : what 
<c was the fan&ity of his deportment, the majefty of his coun- 
cc tenance and of his whole- exteriour^ and what were his holy 
exhortations to the people. I feem to hear him now relate 
<c how he converfed with- John and many others, who had 
" feeh Jefus Chrift ; the words he had heard from their mouths, 
cc I can proteft before God, that if this holy bifhop had heard 
<c of any errour like yours, he would have immediately flopped 
<c his ears, and cried out according to his cuftom : Good God ! 
<c that I fhould be referved to thefe times to hear fuch things! 
* 4 That very inftant he would have fled out of the place in 
cc which he had heard fuch dodtrine." St. Jerom (3) men- 
tions, that St. Polycarp met at Rome the heretick Marcion in 
the flreets, who refenting that the holy bifliop did not take that 
notice of him which he expected, faid to him : *< Do not you 
46 know me Polycarp V 9 " Yes: anfwered the faint: I know 
<c you to be the firft-born of Satan." He had learned this ab- 
horrence of the authours of herefy, who knowingly and will- 
ingly adulterate the divine truths, from his matter St. John, who 
fled out of the bath in which he faw Gerinthus (4). St. Poly- 
carp kitted with refpect the chains of St. Ignatius, who pa/Ted 
by Smyrna on the road to his martyrdom, and who recom* 
mended to our faint the care and comfort of his diftant church 
of Antioch; which he repeated to him in a letter from Troas, 
defiring him to write in his name to thofe churches of Afia to 
which he had not leifure to write himfelf. St. Polycarp wrote 
a letter to the Philippians fhortly after, which is highly com- 
mended by St. Irenaeus, St. Jerom, Eufebius, Photius and 
others, and is {till extant. It is juftly admired both for the ex- 
cellent inftruclions it contains, and for the fimplicity and per-r 
fpicuity of the ftyle. In it he calls a heretick, as above, the 
cldeft fon of Satan. About the year 158, he undertook a journey 
of charity to Rome, to confer with pope Anicetus about certain 
points of difcipline, efpecially about the time of keeping 
Eaiier; for the Afiatick churches kept it on the fourteenth day 
of the vernal cquiiio&ial moon, as the Jews did, on whatever 
clay of the week it fell ; whereas Rome, Egypt, and all the 
Weft obferveti it on the Sunday following. It was agreed that 
both might follow their cuftom without breaking the bands of 
equity. St. Anicetus, to tcftify his refpedl, yielded to him the 
hojioui of celebrating the Eucharift in his own church (5), We 

find 

(3) Cat. vir illuftr. c. 17. (4) See alfo 1 John h. 18. 22, 

??. J° h " «°- Is) A I'cn. b. 3, c, 3. Euf. b. 5. c. za. S. 

ilicrou. c. 1;, 
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find no farther particulars concerning our faint, recorded before 
the aas of his martyrdom. 

In the fixth year of Marcus Aurelius and Lucius Verus, 
Stati us Quad ratiis being proconful of Afia, a violent perfec- 
tion broke out in that country, in which the faithful gave he- 
roick proofs of their courage and love of God, to the aftoniftx- 
nient of the infidels. When they were torn to pieces with 
fcourges till their very bowels were laid bare, amid ft the. moans 
and tears of the fpecTtators, who were moved with pity at the 
fight of their torments, hot one of them gave fo much as a flngle 
groan : fo little regard had they for their own fielh in the caufe 
of God. No kinds of torture, no inventions of cruelty were 
foreborn to force them to a conformity to the pagan worfhip 
of the times. Germanicus, who had been brought to Smyrna 
with eleven or twelve other chriftians, fignalized himfelf above 
the reft, and animated the moft timorous to fuffer. The pro- 
conful in the amphitheatre called upon him with tendernefs, 
jntreating hiiii to have fo me regard for his youth, and value at 
leaft his life : but he, with a holy impatience, provoked the beafts 
to devour him, to leave this wicked world. One Quintus, who 
had prefented himfelf to the judge, yielded at the fight of the 
faeaft, let out upon him, and facrificed. Thefe a£ts juftly con- 
demn the prefumption of thofe who offered theirifelves. to fuffer. 
The fpecStators feeing the courage of Germanicus and his com- 
panions, and being fond of their impious bloody .diver fibns, 
cried out; " Away with the impious; let Poly carp be fought 
" for." The holy man, though fearlefs, had been prevailed 
upon by his friends to withdraw and conceal himfelf in a neigh- 
bouring village, during the ftorm, fpending moft of his time 
in prayer. Three days before his martyrdom, he in a vifion 
faw his pillow on fire; from which he underftood by revela- 
tion, and foretold his companions, that he mould be burnt 
alive. When the perfecutors were in queft of him he changed 
his retreat, but was betrayed by a boy, who was threatened 
with the rack unlefs he difcovered him. Herod, the Irenarch, 
or keeper of the peace, whofe office it was to prevent mifde- 
mcanors and apprehend malefactors, fent horfemen by night 
to befet his lodgings. The faint was above ftairs in bed, but 
refufed to make his cfcape, faying : " God's will be done." 
He went down, met them at the door, ordered them ahandfome 
upper, and defired only fome time for prayer before he went 
with them. This granted, he began his prayer (landing, which 
he continued in that pofturc for two hours, recommending to 
vxod his own flock and the whole church with fo much earned - 
ncft and devotion,, that feveral of thofc, that were come to 

fciae him, repented they had undertaken the cornmifhon. 

They 
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They fct him on an afs and were conducing him towards the city, 
when he was met on the road by Herod and his father Nicetes, 
who took him into their chariot and endeavoured to perfuade him 
to a little compliance, faying : <c What harm is there in faying 
* c lord Caefar, or even in facrificing, to efcape death ?" By 
the word Lord was meant nothing lefs than a kind of deity or 
godhead. The bifliop at firft was filent in imitation of our 
Saviour : but being prefied, he gave them this refolute anfwer: 
* c I fhall never do what you defire of me." At thefe words 
taking off the mafque of friendfliip and compaffion, they treated 
liim with fcorn and reproaches, and thruft him out of the 
chariot with fuch violence, that his leg was bruifed by the 
fall. The holy man went forward chearfully to the place, 
where the people were aflembled. Upon his entering it a voice 
from heaven was heard by many : cc Polycarp be courageous, 
* c and a£t manfully (a)" He was led direftly to the tribunal 
of the proconful, who exhorted him to refpeft his own age, to 
fwear by the genius of Caefar, and to fay : cc Take away the 
*' impious," meaning the chriftians. The faint turning towards 
the people in the pit, faid, with a ftern countenance : «« Exter* 
* c minate the wicked," meaning by this expreffion either a wilh 
that they might ceafe to be wicked by their converfion to the 
faith of Chrift ; or this was a prediction of the calamity which 
befell their city in 177, when Smyrna was overturned by an 
earthquake, as we read in Dion (6), and Ariftides (7). The 
proconful repeated : <c Swear by the genius of Caefar, and I 
* c difcharge you 5 blafpheme Chrift." Polycarp replied : " I 
<c have ferved him thefe fourfcore and fix years, and he never 
* c did me any harm, but much good 5 and how can I blaf- 
<c pheme my King and my Saviour. • . . If you require of 
<c me to fwear by the genius of Caefar, as you call it, hear 
<c my free confeffion : 1 am achriftian; but if you defire to 
cc learn the chriftian religion, appoint a time, and hear me. 
The proconful faid : " Perfuade the people." The martyr 
replied : " I addrefled my difcourfe to you ; for we are taught 
" to give due honour to princes as far as is confident with re- 
s' ligion. But the populace is an incompetent judge to juftify 

« myfdf 

(6) L. 71. (7) Or. 20. 21. 22.41. 

(a) Dr. Middlcton pretends, A voice from heaven muft ccr* 

that this voice was only heard by tainly be fcnfibly difecrned to 

fomc few : but the a&s in Ruinart be more than human, and mani- 

fay, by thofe that njutrc pre fen /, felt itfclf fufHciently, to be pcr- 

•t Ttxgovrci : Eufcbius fays, jr«A- ccived that it could not conic 

A«i : Kufmus plttrimi very many, from the croud. 
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4c myfelf before." Indeed rage rendered them incapable of 

hearing him. 

The proconful then afluming a tone of feyerity, faid : <c I 
« have wild beads :" M Call for them, replied the faint : for we 
" are unalterably refolved not to"change from good to evil. It is 
<c only good to pafs from evil to good." The proconful faid : 
« If you contemn the beafts, I will caufe you to be burnt to 
a a flies." Polycarp an(wered : <c You threaten me with a fire 
« 6 which burns for a fhort time, and then goes out ; but are 
« yourfelf ignorant of the judgment to come, and of the fire 
« of everlafting torments which is prepared for the wicked. 
«< Why do you delay ? Bring againft me what you pleafc.'* 
Whilft he faid this and many other things, he appeared in a 
tranfport of joy and confidence, and his countenance fhone 
with a certain heavenly grace, and pleafant chearfulnefs, in- 
fomuch, that the proconful himfelf was ftruck with admiration. 
However, he ordered a crier to make publick proclamation 
three times in the middle of the Stadium (as was the Roman 
cuftom in capital cafes :) " Polycarp hath confefled himfelf a 
" chriftian (b). At this proclamation the whole multi- 
tude of Jews and Gentiles gave a great fhout, the latter cry- 
ing out : This is the great teacher of Afia ; the father of the 
" chriftians; the deftroyer of our Gods, who preaches to 
« men not to facrifice to, or adore them. 0 They applied to 
Philip, the Afiarch (/:), to let loofe a lion upon Polycarp* He 
told them, that it was not in his power, becaufe thofe fhows 
had been clofed. Then they unanimoufly demanded, that he 
mould be burnt alive. Their requeft was no fooner granted, 
but every one ran with all fpeed to fetch wood from the baths 
and fhops. The Jews were particularly a£tive and bufy on 
this occafion. The pile being prepared, Polycarp put off his 
garments, untied his girdle, and began to take off his fhoes ; 
an office he had not been accuftomed to, the chriftians having 
always ftriven who fhould do thefe things for him, regarding 
it as an happinefs to be admitted to touch him. The wood and 
other combuftibles were heaped all round him. The executioners 
would have nailed him to the ftake;but he faid to them : " Suffer 
cc me to be as I am. He who gives me the grace to undergo 
€C this fire, will enable me to ftand ftill without that precau- 
u tion." They therefore contented themfelves with tying his 

hands 

{If) The great council of Afia blcs fhew fomc time to have 

feems to have been held at that been done. 

time at Smyrna, inftead of Ephe- (c ) Or prefidcnt of the pub- 
. f"?, which the Arundelian mar- lick games, chofen yearly by the 
t common-council of Alia. 
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bands behind his back, and in this pofture looking up towards 
heaven, he prayed, as follows: " O almighty Lord God, 
<c Father , pf "thy beloved and bleffed Son Jefus Chrift, by 
*' whom we have received the knowledge of* thee, God of angels, 
€C powers and every creature, and of. all the race of the juft that 
* € live in thy prefence : I blefs thee for having been pleafed in 
*' thy goodnefs .to bring me to this hour, that I may receive a 
* c portion in the number . of thy martyrs, and partake of 
c * the chalice of thy Chrift, for the.refurre&ion to eternal life, 
<c in the incorrupt! blenefs of the holy Spirit. Amongft whom 
€< grant me to be received this day as a pleating facri- 
<c fice, fuch an one as thou thyfelf haft prepared, that fo thou 
* c may'll accomplifh what thou, O true and faithful God! 
*• haft forefhewn. Wherefore, for all things I praife, blefs 
cc and glorify thee, through the eternal high prieft, Jefus Chrift 
« c thy beloved Son, with whom, to Thee and the Holy 
<c Ghoft be glory now and for ever. Amen." He had fcarce 
faid Amen, when fire was fet to the pile, which increafed to a 
mighty flame. But behold a wonder, fay the authours of thefe 
aits, feen by us refer ved toatteft it to others ; the flames form- 
ing themfelves into an arch, like the fails of a {hip fwelled with 
the ,wind, gently encircled the body of the martyr, which flood 
in the middle, refembling, not roafted flefh,. but. purified gold 
or filver, appearing bright through the . flames; and his body 
fending forth fuch a fragrancy, that wefeemed to fmell precious 
fpices. The blind infidels were only exafperated to fee his body 
could not be confumed and ordered a fpear-man to pierce him 
through, which he did, and fuch a quantity of blood ifTued 
out of his left fide as to quench the fire(^). The malice of 
the devil ended not here: he endeavoured to obitru£t the re- 
licks of the martyr being carried off by the chriftiahs ; for ma- 
ny dcfired to do it, to /hew their refpect to his holy body. 
Thercfore 3 by the fuggeftion of Satan, Nicetcs advifed the pro- 

conful 



{d) Dr. Middleton ridicules 
the mention of a dove uTuing 
out of the wound of the fide; 
but this is only found in fome 
modern MSS. by the blunder 
of a tranferiber : it is not in 
Eufebius, Rufinus, Niccphorus, 
or the Greek IWeniea : though 
the two * lait would have mag- 
nified a prodigy if they had 
found the leait, authority for 
any. According to Le Moyne 



(Proleg. ad varia facra) Ceiller, 
Sec. the true reading is iV 
u£tvi£u, 9 on the left fide ; which 
fome tranferiber blundered into 
art(lrt£c6 f a dove. As to the fore- 
going miracle, that a wind Ihould 
naturally diveft the fire of its 
property of burning, and form 
it into an arch about the body, 
is a much more wonderful fu]> 

pofition of the doctor's than any 
miracle. 



Jan. 26. St. BAT H IL-DES. i 57 

conful not to bellow it on the christians, left, faid he, abandon- 
ing the crucified man, they Ihould adore Polycarp the Jews fug- 
gefted this, «* Not knowing, fay the authours of the a£b, that 
*< we can never forfake Chrift, nor adore any other, though 
« we love the martyrs, as his difciples and imitators, for the 
«' great love they bore their king and matter. " The centurion 
feeing a conteft raifed by the Jews, placed the body in the 
middle, and burnt it to aihes. " We afterwards took up the 
« bones, fay -they, more precious than the richeft jewels or 
" gold, and deposited them decently in a place at which 
" may God , grant us to aflemble with joy to celebrate the 
" birth-day of the martyr," Thus thefe difciples and eye-wit- 
nefies. 

It was at two o'clock in the afternoon, in the year 166, 
that St. Polycarp received his crown according to Tillemont, 
but in 169, according to Bafnagef*). His tomb is ftill fhewn 
with great veneration at Smyrna, in a fmall chapel. St. Ire- 
nseus fpeaks of St. Polycarp as being of an uncommon age. 

* 

On the fame DAY 

St. Bathildes, in French Bauteur, queen of France. She was 
an Englifti woman, and was carried over very young into France, 
and there fold for a flave, at a very low price, to Erkenwald, 
mayor of the palace, under king Clovis II. When me grew up 
he was fb much taken with her prudence and virtue, that he com- 
mitted to her the care of his houfhould. She was no ways puffed 
up, but feemed the more mod eft, more fubmiflive to her fellow- 
flaves, and always ready to ferve the mcaneft of them in the loweft 
oflkes. King Clovis II. in 649 took her for his royal confort with 
the applaufe of his princes and whole kingdom : fuch was the re- 
nown of her extraordinary endowments. This unexpected eleva- 
tion, which would have turned the ftrongeft head of a perfon ad- 
dicted to pride, produced no alteration in a heart perfectly grounded 
in humility and other virtues. She feemed even to become more 
humble than before, and more tender of the poor. Her prefent 
flation furnifhed her with the means of being truly their mother, 
which fhe was before in the inclination and difpofition of her 
heart. All other virtues appeared more confpicuous in her, but 
above the reft an ardent zeal for religion. The king gave her the 
fan&ion of his royal authority for the protection of the church, the 

care 



U) St. Polycarp fays of him- 
fclf, " that he had ferved Chrift 
86 years. Eafnagc thinks he 
had been biftiop fo long, and 

was 120 years old when he 
Wered: but it is far more 



probable that this is the term 
he had been a chriftian, hav- 
ing been converted in his youth, 
and dying about one hundred 
years old or upwards, as Tille«i 
mont understands it," 
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care of the poor, and for the furtherance of all religious under, 
takings. She bore him three fons, who all fucceffively wore the 
crown, Clotaire III. Childeric II. and Thierry I. He dying 
in 655, when the eldeft was only five years old, left her re. 
gent of the kingdom. She feconded the zeal of St. Owen and 
other holy bifhops, and with great pains banifhed fimony out of 
France, forbad chriftians to be made flaves, did all in her power 
to promote piety, and filled France with hofpitals and pious foun- 
clarions. She founded the great abbey of Corbie for a feminary 
of virtue and facred learning, and the truly reyal nunnery of 
Chelles, on the Marne, which had been begun by St. Clotildis. As 
foon as her fon Clotaire was of an age to govern, me with 
great joy fhut herfelf up in this monaftery of Chelles, in 665, a 
happinefs which fhe had long earneflly defired, though it was with 
great difficulty that fhe obtained the confent of the princes. She 
iad no fooner taken the veil but fhe feemed to have forgotten en- 
tirely her former dignity, and was only to be diftinguifhed from 
the reft by her extreme humility, ferving them in the loweft offices, 
and obeying the holy abbefs St. Bertilla as the laft among the 
fiflers. She prolonged her devotions every day with many tears, 
and made it her greateft delight to vifit and attend the fick, whom 
Jhe comforted arid ferved with wonderful charity. She was afflicted 
with long and fevere cholicks and other pains, which fhe fuffered 
with an admirable refignation and joy. In her agony fhe recom- 
mended to her fiflers charity, care of the poor, fervour and per- 
feverance, and gave up her foul in devout prayer on the 30th of Ja- 
nuary, in 680, on which day fhe is honoured in France, but on 

the 26th in the Roman martyrology.— See her life by a cotem- 
porary writer. 
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St. John Chryfbftom, Archbifhop of Con- 
ftantinople, and Do&or of the Church, 

From Socrates, Theodoret and other hiflorians ; as alfofrom the 
faint's works, and his life written, by way of dialogue, with 
great fidelity by his friend and Jlrenuous advocate Palladius, an 
holy bijhop, but a diftinft per/on from Palladius the bijhop of 
Helenopolis and authour of the Laujiack hiftory, who was then 
\ young, and is clearly difltngmjhed by this writer in many places* 
as Montfaucon fbews againfi Baillet and others. The later Greek 
panegyrt/ls, George of Alexandria, the emperour Leo the Wife* 
&c. deferve no notice. See the life of our Jaint compiled by Dom* 
Montfaucon. Op. f. 13. 



A. D. 407. 



THIS incomparable do&or, on account of the fluency 
c and fweetnefs of his eloquence, obtained foon after hie 
t death the furname of Chryfojlom or Golden Mouth, which we 
find given him by St. Ephrem of Antioch, Theodoret and Caf- 
fiodorus. But his tender piety, and his undaunted courage and 
zeal in the caufe of virtue are titles far more glorious, by which 
he holds an eminent place among the greateft paftors and faints 
I of the church. About the year 347, Antioch, the capital 
city of the Eaft, was ennobled by his illuftrious birth : he had 
one elder fitter, and was the only fon and heir of Secundus, 
mafter of the horfe, that is, chief commander of the imperial 
troops in Syria, His mother Anthufa, left a widow at 20 
years of age, continued fuch the remainder of her life ; di- 
viding her time between the care of her family and the exercifes 
of devotion. Her example in this refpeft made fuch an impref- 
lion on our faint's mafter, a celebrated pagan fophift, that he 
^ould not forbear crying out : " What wonderful women have 
' the Chriftians !" ( 1) She managed the eftate of her children 
with great prudence and frugality, knowing this to be part of 

/f r Ayx }y 5° 9 oc, » but was f cnfibIe that th eir fpiritual in- 
itru&ion in virtue was of infinitely greater importance. From 

their cradle flic inftilled into them the moft perfeft maxims of 
piety* and contempt of the world . The ancient Romans 

dreaded 

(i) S. Chryf ad Vid. jun. T. 1. p. 340. 
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dreaded nothing more in the education of youth than their 
being ill taught the firft principles of the fciences ; it being more 
difficult io unlearn the erroufs then imbibed, than to begin on 
a meer tabula rafa y or blank paper. Wherefore Anthufa provided 
her fon the abl eft mailers in every branch of literature, which the 
empire at that time afforded . Eloquence was efteemed the higheft 
acconlplittmient, ' efpec?aily among the nobility^ and' was the 
furejft means of raifing men to the^.firft dignities in the ftate. John 
filiated that art under Efbanius, the r moft f ah^ous oratourof 
that age : and fuch was his proficiency, that even in his youth 
he excelled his matters. I^ibanius being afked by his pagan 
friends on his death-bed, who Should fucceedhim in his fchool: 
" John, faid he, had hot the chriftians ftollen him from us." 
That fophift one day read to an aflembly of oratours a decla- 
mation compofed by our faint, and it was , received with un- 
ufual tokens of admiration, and/applaufe. Libanius pronounced 
the young oratour happy as were al'fo the. emperours, he faid, 
Ci who reigned at a time when the worldwas pplTeffed of fo great 
C6 a treafure- 0 The progrefs of the young fcholar in philofophy 
under Andragathius was no lefs rapid, and furprifing : his genius 
jfhorie in every difputation. All this time his principal care was 
to ftudy Chrift, and to learn his Ipirit. He laid a folid foun* 
dation of virtue by a perfeft humility,. felf-denial, and a complete 
victory over himfelf. "'Though naturally* hot and inclined to 
anger, he had extinguiihed all emotions of paffion in his 
brcaft (2J. His modefty, meeknefs, tender char ijty and fingular 
difcret ion rendered him the 3 eliglit of all he converfed with. 

The firft dignities of the empire were open to John. But 
his principal defire was to dedicate himfelf to God without 
referve in holjj folitude. \ However, not being yet twenty 
years of age, he for forrie time pleaded at the bar. In that em- 
ployment he was drawn by company into the diverfions of the 
world, and fometimes afliftcd at the entertainments of the flagc. 
His virtue was in imminent danger of Splitting againft that fatal 
roclc when God opened his eyes. He was. ftruck with honour 
at the fight -of the precipice, upon the brink of which he flood} 
and not content to flee from it himfelf, he never ceafed to be- 
\vail his blindnefs, and took every occafion to caution the faith- 
ful againft that lurking place of hellifh Sirens, but rnore parti- 
cularly in his vehement fermons againft the; ftagc. Alarmed 
at the danger he had narrowly cfcaped, full of! gratitude to God 
his deliverer, and to prevent the like danger . for the time to 

come, lie was determined to carry his refolution of renouncing 

the world into immediate execution. He bqran by the change 
' of 

(2) L. 3. dc SacercL c. 14: 
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of his garb, to rid hirnfelf the more eafily of the importunities of 
friends : for a penitential habit is not onJy a means for preferving 
a fpirit of mortification and humility, but is alfo a publick fign 
and declaration to the world that a perfon has turned his back 
on its vanities, and is engaged in an irreconcileable war againft 
them. His doathing was a coarfe. gray coat ; he watched 
much, fafted every day and fpent the greater part of his time 
in prayer and meditation on the holy fcriptures : his bed was no 
other than the hard floor. In fubduing his paflions he found 
none of fo difficult conqueft as vain-glory. This enemy he 
difarmed by embracing every kind of publick humiliation. 
The clamours of his old friends and admirers, who were in- 
cenfed at his leaving them, and purfued him with their in- 
ve&ives and cenfures, were as arrows fhot at random. 
John took no manner of notice of them : he rejoiced in con- 
tempt, and defpifed the frowns of a world whofe flatteries he 
dreaded : Chrift crucified was the only object of his heart, and 
nothing could make him look back, after he had put his hand 
to the plow. And his progrefs in virtue was anfwerable to his 
zealous endeavours. 

S. Meletius bifhop of Antioch called the young afcetick 
to the fervice of the church, gave him fuitable inftru&ions 
during three years in his own palace, and ordained him Reader. 
John had learnt the art of filence in his retirement with far 
greater application than he had before ftudied that of fpeaking. 
This he difcovered when he appeared again in the world, 
though no man ever poflefTed a greater fluency of fpeech, or a 
more ready and enchanting eloquence, joined with the moft 
folid judgment and a rich fund of knowledge and good fenfe ; 
yet in company he obferved a modeft filence, and regarded 
talkativenefs as an enemy to the interiour recollection of the 
heart, as a fource of many fins and indifcretions, and as a 
mark of vanity and felf-conceit. He heard the words of the 
wife with the humble docility of a fcholar, and he bore the imper- 
tinence, trifles and blunders of fools in difcourfe not, to interrupt 
the attention of his foul to God, or to make an oftentatious 
fliew of his eloquence or fcience : yet with fpiritual perfons he 
converfed freely on heavenly things, efpecially with a pious 
friend named Bafil, one of the fame age and inclinations with 
himfelf. After three years he left the bilhop's houfe to fatisfy 
the importunities of his mother, but continued the fame manner 
of life in her houfe during the fpace of two years. He ftill faw 
frequently his friend Bafil, and he prevailed on two of his fchool- 
fellows under Libanius to embrace an afcetick life, Theodorus, 
afterwards bifhop of Mopfueftia, and Maximus bifhop of Sc- 

Vol. L M leucia, 

{3) L. 3. dc Saccrd. c. 14; 
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leucia. The former returned in a fhort time to the bar, and 
fell in love with a young lady called Hermiones. John lament- 
ed his fall with bitter tears before God, and brought him back 
to his holy inftitute by two tender and pathetick exhortations 
to penance « which breathe an eloquence above the power of 
cc what feems merely human," fays Sozomen. Not long after, 
hearing that the bifhops of the province were affembled at An- 
tioch, and deliberated to raife him and Bafil to the epifcopal 
dignity, he privately withdrew, and lay hid till the vacant fees 
were filled. Bafil was made bifhop of Raphanaea near Antioch j 
and had no other refource in his grief for his promotion, but 
in tears and complaints againfl: his friend who had betrayed 
him into fo perilous a charge. John being then 26 years old, 
wrote to him in his own juftification fix incomparable books, 
Of the pri eft hood. 

Two years after, in 374, he retired into the mountains near 
Antioch among certain holy anchorets who peopled them, 
and whofe manner of life is thus defcribed by our faint. 
(4) They always rofe at midnight, prayed till fun-rife, met 
again to pray together at tierce, fext, none and vefpers. Ma- 
nual labour was to them the means of their corporal fubfifteirce, 
and at the fame time a laborious exercife of penance ; they 
tilled and watered the earth, or made bafkets, fack- cloth or other 
mean things, proper to infpire and entertain humility: fometimes 
they wrote or copied books. After morning prayer they devoted 
a confiderable time to the reading and meditating on the 
holy fcriptures. Their food was bread with a little fait ; fomc 
added oil, and thofe who were very weak, a few herbs or 
pulfe ; no one ever eat before fun-fet. After the refection it 
was allowed to converfe with one another, but only on hea- 
venly things. They always clofed their night-prayers with the 
remembrance of the laft judgment, to excite themfelves to a 
conftant watchfulnefs and preparation : which practice St. 
Chryfoftom carneftly recommends to all chriftians with the 
evening examination (5). Thcfe monks had no other bed than a 
mat fpread on the bare ground. Their garments were made 
of the rough hair of goats or camels, or of old fkins, and fuch 
as the pooreft beggars would not wear, tho* fbmc of them were 
of the richeft families, and had been tenderly brought up. They 
wore no fhoes ; no one poflcflcd anything ; as his own even their 
poor necollaries were all in common. They inherited their 
cltates, only to diftribute them among the poor ; and on them 
and in hospitality to fir angers they bellowed all the (pare profits 



' U) Horn. 73 & no. in Mat. hom. 14. in 2 Tim. 1* 3 contr * 
Vitup. viuc num. c. 14. (5) Lib. de compunct. p. i$t» 
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of their work* They all uCed the fame food, wore an uni- 
form habit, and by charity were all one heart. The cold words 
mine and thine * the baneful fource of law-fuits and animofities 
among men, were banifhed from their cells. Such was the rule 
of thefe cenobites, or monks who lived in community. There 
were al fo hermits on the fame mountains who lay on afhes, 
wore facie- cloth, and fhut themfelves up in frightful caverns, 
praclifing more extraordinary aufterities. Our faint was at firft 
apprehenfive that he fhould find it an infuperable difficulty to 
live without frefli bread, ufe the fame ftinking oil for his food 
and for his lamp, and inure his body to hard labour under fo 
great aufterities. But by couragioufly defpifing this apprehen- 
llon, in confequence of a refblution to fpare nothing by which 
he might learn perfectly to die to himfelf, he found the difficul- 
ty entirely to vanifh in the execution. Experience {hews that 
in fuch undertakings the imagination is alarmed not fo much by 
realities as phantoms, which vanifh before a courageous heart 
which can look them in the face with contempt. Abbot Ranee, 
the reformer of La Trappe, found more difficulty in the 
thought of rifing without a fire in winter, in the beginning of 
his conversion, than he did in the greateft feverities which he 
afterwards pra£Ufed. St. Chryfoftom pa fled four years under 
the conduct of a veteran Syrian monk, and afterwards two 
years in a cave as an hermit. The dampnefs of this abode 
brought on him a dangerous diftemper, and for the recovery of 
his health he was obliged to return into the city. By this 
means he was reftored to the fervice of the church in 381, for 
the benefit of innumerable fouls. He was ordained deacon by 
St. Meletius that very year, and prieft by St. Flavian in 386, 
who at the fame time conftituted him his vicar and preacher, 
our faint being then in the fortieth year of his age. He dif- 
charged all the duties of that arduous flation during eleven 
years, being the hand and the eye of his bifhop, and his mouth 
fo his flock. The inftrucluon and care of the poor he regarded 
as his firft obligation : this he always made his favourite em- 
ployment and his delight. He never ceafed in his fermons to 
recommend their caufe and the precept of almfdeeds to the 
people. Antioch, he fuppofes, contained at that time 100,000 
chriftian fouls. All thefe he fed with the word of God, preach- 
ing fevcral da3'S in the week, and frequently feveral times on the 
lame day. He confounded the Jews and pagans, alfo the Ano- 
nvrcans, and other hcreticks. He abolifhed the nioft inveterate 
abufes, reprefled vice, and changed the whole face of thatgrc. 
city. It feemed as if nothing could withfhmd the united power 
of his eloquence, vxal and piety. He was the honour, the 

flight, and the darling not of Antioch only, but of all the 

M 7. ' Eaft, 
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.Eaft, and his reputation fpread itfelf over the whole empire. 
But God was pleafed to call him to glorify his name on a new 
theatre, where he prepared for his virtue other trials, and other 
crowns. 

Neclarius, biftiop of Conftantinople, dying in 397, the 
emperour Arcadius, at the fuggeftion of Eutropius the eu- 
nuch, his chamberlain, refblved to procure the election of our 
faint to the patriarchate of that city. He therefore difpatched 
a fecret order to the Count of the Eaft, enjoining him to fend 
John to Conftantinople, but by fome ftratagem 5 left his in- 
tended removal, if known at Antioch, fhould caufe a fedition, 
and be rendered impracticable. The Count repaired to An- 
tioch, and defiring the faint to accompany him out of the city 
to the tombs of the martyrs, on the pretence of devotion, he 
there delivered him into the hands of an officer fent on pur- 
pofe, who taking him into his chariot, conveyed him with all 
poflible fpeed to the imperial city. Theophilus, patriarch of 
Alexandria, a man of a proud and turbulent fpirit, was come 
thither to recommend a creature of his own to that dignity. He 
endeavoured by illegal practices fecretly to traverfe the canoni- 
cal promotion of our faint 5 but was detected, and threatened 
to be accufed in a fynod. Whereupon he was glad to defift from 
his intrigues, and thus John was confecrated by him on the 26th 
of February 398. The firft thing he took in hand after his 
promotion was the reformation of his clergy. This he for- 
warded by zealous exhortations and proper rules for their con- 
duct, tending both to their fanclification and exemplarity. And 
to give thefe his endeavours their due force, he lived an exaft 
model of what he inculcated to others : but his :zeal exafperated 
the tepid part of that order, and raifed a ftorm againft him- 
felf. The immodefty of women in their drefs in that gay 
capita] excited in him fentiments of the moft juft abhorrence 
and indignation. Some young ladies feemcd to have forgot 
that cloathing is the covering of the ignominy of fin, and 
ought to be an inftrument of penance, and a motive of con- 
fuiion and tears, not of vanity. But the exhortations of St. 
Chryfoftom moved many to defpifc and lay afide the ufc of 
purple, filks and jewels. It was a far more intolerable fcandal 
that fome neglected to cover their necks, or uied fuch thin 
veils as fcrved only to invite the eyes of others more boldly. Our 
faint rcprefented to fuch paribus that they were in fome refpecls 
worfe than publick proftitutes : (< for thefe hide their baits ;tt 
home only for the wicked ; but you, laid he, carry your 
<€ fnare every where, and fpread your nets publickly in all 
<c places. You al ledge, that you never invited others to fin. 

u You did not by your tongue, but you have done it by your 

" drcfe 



Jan. St. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM. 165 

< 4 drefs and deportment more effedhially than you could by 
« your voice: when you have made another to fin in his 
" heart, how can you be innocent ? You fharpened and drew 
<c the fword : you gave the thruft by which the foul is wound- 
" ed (6). Tell me whom does the world condemn ? whom 
<c do judges punifli? Them who drink the poifon, or thofe 
** who prepare and give the fatal draught ? You have mingled 
* 6 the execrable cup ; you have adminiftered the potion of death : 
«< you are fo much more criminal than poifoners, as the death 
** which you caufe is the more terrible ; for you murder not 
«< the body, but the foul. Nor do you do this to enemies ; nor 
*< compelled by neceflity, nor provoked by any injury ; but 
" out of a foolifh vanity and pride. You fport yourfelves in 
" the ruin of the fouls of others, and make their fpiritual 
** death your paftime." Hence he infers, how falfe and abfurd 
their excufe is in faying, they mean no harm. Thefe and many 
other fcandals he abolilhed. He fupprefled the wicked cuftom of 
fwearing, firft at Antioch, then at Conftantinople. By the in- 
vincible power of his eloquence and zeal he tamed the fisreeft 
finners, and changed them into meek lambs : he converted an 
incredible number of idolaters and hereticks. His mildnefs to- 
wards finners was cenfured by the Novatians : yet he invited 
them to repentance with the companion of the moft tender father, 
and was accuftomed to cry out : If you are fallen a fecond time, 
<c or even a thoufand times into fin, come to me, and you fliall 
c< be healed (7). But he was firm and fevere in maintaining 
difcipline, tho' without harfhnefs ; to impenitent finners he was 
inflexible. To mention one inftance of the fuccefs of his holy 
zeal out of the many which his fermons furnifh ; in the year 399, 
the fecond of his epifcopacy, on Wednefday in Holy Week, fo 
violent a rain fell as to endanger the corn, and threaten the 
whole produce of the country. Hereupon publick proceffions 
were made to the church of the apoftles by the bifliop and 
people, to avert the fcourge by imploring the interceflion chiefly 
of St. Peter, St. Andrew, (who is regarded as the founder 
of the church of Byzantium) St. Paul and St. Timothy, (a). 
The rain ceafed, but not their fears. Therefore they all crofTed 
the Bofphorus to the church of SS. Peter and Paul, on the op- 
pofite fide of the water. This danger was fcarce over when on 
the Friday following many ran to fee certain horie-races, and 

M 3 on 
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on Holy Saturday to games exhibited at the theatre. The good 
bifliop was pierced to the quick with grief, and on the next 
day, Eafter- Sunday, preached a moft zealous and eloquent 
fermon, Againft the games and Jhows of the theatre and Circus. 
Indignation made him not fo much as mention the pafchal fo- 
lemnity; but by an abrupt exordium he burft into the moft 
vehement pathos, as follows : " Are thefe things to be borne? 
cc can they be tolerated ? I appeal to yourfelves, be you your 
own judges. Thus did God expoftulate with the Jews (8 J." 
This exclamation he often repeated to affuage his grief. He put 
the people in mind of the fan£tity of our faith ; of the rigorous 
account we mult give to God of all our moments, and the ob- 
ligation of ferving him incumbent on us from his benefits, who 
has made for us the heaven and earth, the fun, light, rivers, 
&c. The faint grieved the more, becaufe after all, they faid 
they had done no harm, though they had murdered not only their 
own fouls, butalfo thofe of their children. <c And how will 
" you, faid he, after this, approach the holy place ? how will 
tc you touch the heavenly food ? Even now do I fee you 
tc overwhelmed with grief, and covered with confufion. 1 fee 
" fome finking their foreheads, perhaps thofe who have not 
" finned, but are moved with companion for their brethren. 

On this account do I grieve and fuffer, that the devil fhould 
* € make fuch a havock in fuch a flock. But if you join with 
me, we will fhut him out. By what means ? If we feek out 
the wounded, and fnatch them out of his jaws. Don't tell 
me their number is but fmall : though they are but ten, this 
is a great lofs : though but five, but two, or only one. 
The fhepherd leaving ninety-nine, did not return till he had 
completed his number by recovering that fheep which was 
loft. Do not fay, it is only one ; but remember that it is a 
et foul for which all things vifible were made j for which laws 
<c were given, miracles wrought, and myfterics effected : for 
* c which God fpareu not his only Son. Think how great a 
price hath been paid for this one fheep, and bring him back 
to the fold. If he neither hears your perfuafions, nor my 
(t exhortations, I will employ the authority with which God 
" hath invcflcd me." He proceeds to declare fuch excommu- 
nicated. The conftcrnation and penance of the city made the 
holy pallor forbear any further cenfurc, and to commend their 
eonveiiion. Pulladius writes that he had the fat is faction to fee 
thofe who had been molt paflionately fond of the entertain- 
ments of the flage and Circus, moved by his fcrjnons on that 
fubjecl, entirely renounce thofe fchools of the devil. God is 
more glorified by one perfect foul than by many who fervc him 

With 
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with tepidity. Therefore, though every individual of his large 
flock was an object of his moft: tender affection and paftoral 
concern, thofe were particularly fo, who had fecluded them- 
felves from the world, by embracing a religious ftate of life, 
the holy virgins and nuns. Defcribing their method pf life, he 
fays (9)9 their cloathi.n'g was fackcloth, and their beds only matts 
ipread on the floor; that they watched part of the night in 
prayer, walked barefoot, never eat before evening, and ne- 
ver touched fo much as bread, ufing no other food than pulfe 
and herbs, and that they were always occupied in prayer, ma- 
nual labour, or ferving the fick of their own fex. The fpiri- 
tual mother, and the fun of this holy company, St. Nicareta, 
is honoured December 27. Among the holy widows who de- 
dicated themfelves to God under the direction of this great 
mafter of faints, the moft illuflrious were the truly noble ladies 
St. Olympias, Salvina, Procula, and Pantadia. This laft (who 
was the widow of Timafus, formerly the firft minifter to the 
emperour) was conftituted by him deaconefs of the church of 
Conftantinople. St. Olympias claimed the privilege of fur- 
nifhing the expences of the faint's frugal table. He ufually eat 
alone; few would have been willing to dine fo late, or fo 
coarfely and fparingly as he did : and he chofe this to fave both 
time and expences : but he kept another table in a houfe near 
his palace, for the entertainment of ftrangers, which he took 
care fhould be decently fupplied. He inveighed exceedingly 
againft fumptuous banquets. All his revenues he laid out on 
the poor : for whofe relief he fold the rich furniture which 
Nectarius had left ; and once in a great dearth he caufed fome 
of the facred veflels to be melted down for that purpofe. This 
a£tton was condemned by Theophilus, but is juftly regarded by 
St. Auftinasa high commendation of our holy prelate. ISefides 
the publick hofpital near his cathedral, he founded and main- 
tained feveral others, particularly two for ftrangers. His own 
patrimony he had given to the poor long before, at Antioch. 
His extraordinary charities obtained him the name of "John of 
cilmfdeeds (10). The fpiritual neceflities of his neighbour 
were objects of far greater companion to his tender cha- 
rity. H19 diocefe, nay the whole world, he confidcrcd as 
a great hofpital of fouls, fpiritually blind, deaf, lick, and in 
danger of periftiing eternally; many {landing on the brink, 
many daily falling from the frightful precipice into the un- 
quenchable lake. Not content with tears and fupplications 
to the father of mercies for their falvation, he was indefa- 
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tigablc in labours and in every, endeavour to open their eyes ; 
feared no dangers, no not death itfelf m its moft frightful fliapes 
to fuccour them in their fpiritual neceffities and prevent their 
fall. Neither was this paftoral care confined to his own flock 
or nation ; he extended it to the remoteft countries. He fent 
a bifhop to inftrucl: the Nomades or wandering Scythians : ano- 
ther, aa admirable man, to the Goths. Paleftine, Perfia and 
many other diftant provinces felt the moft beneficent influence 
of his zeal. He was himfelf endued with an eminent fpirit of 
prayer : this he knew to be the great channel of heavenly graces, 
the cleanfer of the affections of the foul from earthly drofs, and 
the means which renders them fpiritual and heavenly, and makes 
men angels, even in their mortal body. He was therefore 
particularly earneft in inculcating this duty, and in inftruft- 
ing others in the manner of performing it. He warmly ex- 
horted the laity to rife to the midnight office together with the 
clergy : " Many artizans, faid he, watch to labour, and foldiers 
*' watch as centries : and cannot you do as much to praife 
" God (11)?" St. Proclus fays (12), that he abridged the li- 
turgy of his church. St. Nilus(i3), afliires us, that he was 
often favoured with vifions of angels in the church during the 
canonical hours, furrounding the altars in troops during the 
celebration of the divine myfteries, and at the communion of 
the people. The faint himfelf confidently avers, that this 
happens at thofe times (14), which he confirms by the vifions 
of feveral hermits. 

The publick concerns of the Hate often called on the faint, 
to afford the fpiritual fuccours of his zeal and charity. Eu- 
tropius was then at the head of affairs. He was an eunuch, 
and originally a flave, but had worked himfelf into favour 
with the emperour Arcadius. In 395 he was inftrumentaf 
in cutting off Rufinus, the chief minifter, who had broke 
out into an open rebellion, and he fucceeded the traitor in all 
his honours. Being placed on fo high a pinnacle, a fituation 
but too apt to turn the ftrongeft head, forgetful of himfelf and 
the indifpenfible rules of decency and prudence, it was not long 
before he furpafled his predeceflbr in infolence, ambition and 
covetoufnefs. Wholefome advice even from a Chryfoftom 
ferved only to exafperate a heart devoted to the world, and 
open to flatterers, who added continually new flames to its paf- 
fions. In the mean time the murmurs and indignation of the 
whole empire at the pride and avarice of Eutroptus, were a fe- 

cret to him, till the pit was prepared for his fall. Gainas, ge- 
nera! 

(11) Horn. 2. in Acla. (12) Or. 22, p. 581, See to 

Brun des Liturg. (13) L. 2. Ep. 294. (14) L. 3. do 
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: neral of the auxiliary Goths in the imperial army, was ftirred 
; U p to revenge an affront which his coufin Trigibildus, a 
tribune, had received from the haughty minifter. At the fame 
time the emprefe Eudoxia having been infulted by him, ran to 
the emperour, carrying her two little babes in her arms, and 
cried out for juftice againft the infolent fervant. Arcadius who 
was as weak in abandoning, as he was imprudent in ch oofing 
favourites, gave orders that the minifter lhould be driven out 
of the court, and his eftates confifcated. Eutropius found him- 
felf in a moment forfaken by all the herds of his admirers and 
flatterers, without one fingle friend, and fled for protection to 
the church* and to thofe very altars whofe immunities he had 
infringed and violated. The whole city was in an uproar 
againft him, the army called aloud for his death, and a troop of 
foldiers furrounded the church with naked fwords in their hands, 
and fire in their eyes. St. Chryfoftom went to the emperour, 
and eafily obtained of him that the unhappy criminal might be 
allowed to enjoy the benefit of fanctuary ; and the foldiers 
were prevailed upon, by the tears of the emperour and the re- 
monftrances of the bimop, to withdraw. The next day the 
people flocked to behold a man whofe frown two days before 
made the whole world to tremble, now laying hold of the 
altar, gnafhing his teeth, trembling and ftiuddering, having 
nothing before his eyes but drawn fwords, dungeons and exe- 
cutioners, St. Chryfoftom on this occafion made a patheticfc 
difcourfe on the vanity and treachery of human things, the 
emptinefs and falfehood of which he could not find a word 
emphatical enough to exprefs. The poor Eutropius could not 
relilh fuch truths a few days ago, but now found his very 
riches deftru£tive. The faint intreated the people to forgive 
him whom the emperour, the chief perfon injured, was defirous 
to forgive : he afked them how they could beg of God the 
pardon of their own fins if they did not pardon a man who 
then by repentance was perhaps a faint in the eyes of God. 
At this difcourfe not a fingle perfon in the church was able to 
refrain from tears, and all things feemcd in a ftate of tranquil- 
lity. Some days after, Eutropius left the church, hoping to 
efcape privately out of the city, but was feized, and bauHhed 
into Cyprus (b). He was recalled a few months after, and be- 
ing impeached of high treafon was condemned and beheaded, 
chiefly at the inftigation of Gainas ; in compliance with whofe 
unjuft demands the weak emperour confentcd to the death of 
Aurelianus and Saturninus, two principal lords of his court. But 
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St. Chryfoftom by feveral journeys prevailed with the barbarian 
to content hirnfelf with their banilhment, which they under- 
went, but were foon after recalled. As unjuft conceffions ufually 
make rebels the more infolent, Gainas hereupon obliged the em- 
perour to declare him commander in chief of all his troops. Yet 
even when his pride and power were at the higheft, St. Chry* 
fofrom refu/ed him the ufe of any catholick church in Con- 
it an tinople for the Arian worfhip. And when fome time after 
he laid liege to that capital, the faint went out to him aad by 
kind expostulations prevailed on him to withold his defign and 
draw off his army. He was afterwards defeated in palling the 
Helefpont; and fleeing through the country of the Huns, 
was overthrown and flain by them in 400. 

This fame year 400, St. Chryfoftom held a council of biftiops 
in Conftantinople ; one of whom had preferred a complaint 
againfl his metropolitan, the archbifhop of Ephefus, which con- 
firmed of feveral heads, but that chiefly infifted on was fimony. All 
our faint's endeavours todifcufs this affair being fruftrated by the 
diftance of places, he found it neceffary at the folicitation of the 
clergy and people of Ephefus to go in perfon to that city, though 
the feverity of the winter feafon, and the ill ftate of health he 
was then in, might be fufficient motivesfor retarding this journey. 
In this and the neighbouring cities feveral councils were held, 
In which the archbifhop of Ephefus and feveral other bifhops in 
Afia, Lycia and Phrygia were depofed for fimony. Upon his 
return after Eaiter, in 401, having been abfent an hundred 
days, he preached the next morning (15), calling his people, in 
the transports of tender joy, his crown, his glory, his paradife 
planted with flourifhing trees ; but if any bad fhrubs fhould be 
found in it, he promifed that no pains fhould bc.fpared to change 
them into good. He bid them confider if they rejoiced fa 
fo much as they terrified, to fee him again who was; only one, 
how great his joy muft be which was multiplied in every one 
of them : he calls hirnfelf their bond-flave, chained to their 
fervice, but fays, that flavery was his delight, and that during 
his abfence he ever had them prefent to his mind, offering up 
his prayers for their temporal and fpiritual welfare. 

It remained that our faint fliould glorify God by his fuffer- 
ings, as he had already done by his labours : and if wc con- 
template the myftery of the crofs with the eyes of faith, we 
/hall find him greater in the perfections he fuflained than in 
all the other occurrences of his lite. At the fame time we 
cannot fufliciently deplore the blind nefs of envy and pride in 
his enemies, ay in the pharifees againfl Chrift hirnfelf. 

ouirht 



05) T. 3- P- 4 1 * 



5 



Jan. 27* 

St. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM. 171 

ought to tremble for ourfelves : if that paffion does not make 
us perfecute a Chryfoftom, it may often betray us into rafli 
judgments, averfions and other fins even under a cloak of 
virtue. The firft open adverfary of our faint was Severianus, 
bifliop of Gabala, in Syria, to whpm the faint had ]eft the 
care of his church during his abfence. This man had ac- 
quired the reputation of a preacher, was a favourite of the 
emprefs Eudoxia, and had employed all his talents and dexte- 
rity to eftablifh himfelf in the good opinion of the court and 
people, to the prejudice of the faint againft whom he had 
preached in his own city. Severianus being obliged to leave 
Conftantinople at the faint's return, he made an excellent dif- 
courfe to his flock on the peace Chrift came to eftablifh on 
earth, and begged they would receive again Severianus, whom 
they had expelled the city. Another enemy of the faint was 
Theophilus, patriarch of Alexandria, whom Sozomen, So- 
crates, Palladius, St. Ifidore of Pelufium and Synefius accufe 
of avarice and oppreifions to gratify his vanity in building irately 
churches; of pride, envy, revenge, diffimulation, and an un- 
controulable love of power and rule, by which he treated other 
bilhops as his flaves, and made his will the rule of juflice. His 
three pafchal letters, which have reached us, fhew that he wrote 
without method, and that his reflections and reafonings were 
neither juft nor appofite : whence the lofs of his other writings is 
not much to be regretted. Thefe fpiritual vices fullied his £eal 
againft the Anthropomorphites, and his other virtues. He died 
10412, wifhing that he had lived always in a defert, ho- 
nouring the name of the holy Chryfoftom,- whofe picture he 
caufed to be brought to his bedfide, and by reverencing it, fhew- 
cd his defire to make atonement for his paft ill conduct towards 
our faint. This turbulent man had driven from their retreat 
four abbots of Nitria, called the tall brothers* on a groundlefa 
lufpicion of Origenifm. St. Chryfoftom admitted them to com- 
munion, but not till they had juridically cleared thomfclvcs 
w it in an ample manner. This however was grievoufly rc- 
teed by Theophilus: but the emprefs Eudoxia, who after 
the difgrace of Eutropius governed her hufband and the em- 
pire, was the main fpring which moved the whole con piracy 
againft the faint. Zozimus, a heathen hiftorian, fays, that her 
flagrant avarice, her cxtorfions and injufticcs knew no bounds, 
j«w that the court was filled with informers, calumniators and 
inn-pies, who being always on the watch fur prey, found means 
l <> er/.e the cftatcs of fuch as died rich, and to diftuhcrit their 
children or other heirs. No wonder that a faint fhoufd dif- 
mic fuch a court whilft he di/charged his duty to Ciod. f[ c 

>™ preached a fennon againft the cxtragavancc and vanity of 
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women in drefs and pomp. This was pretended by fome to 
have been levelled at the emprefs; and Severianus was not 
wanting to blow the coals. Knowing Theophilus was no 
friend to the faint, the emprefs to be revenged of the fuppofed 
affront, fent to defire his prefence at Conftantinople, in order 
to depofe him. He obeyed the fummons with pleafure, and 
landed at Conftantinople, in June 403, with feveral Egyptian 
bifhops his creatures, refufed to fee or lodge with John, and 
got together a packed cabal of thirty-fix bifhops - 9 the faint's 
enemies, in a church at Chalcedon, calling themfelves the 
fynod at the Oaky from a great tree which gave name to that 
quarter of the town. The heads of the impeachment drawn 
up againft the holy bifhop were, that he had depofed a deacon 
for beating a fervant ; that he had called feveral of his clergy 
bale men ; had depofed bifhops out of his province; had or* 
dained priefts in his domeftxek chapel, inftead of the cathedral; 
had fold things belonging to the church ; that nobody knew 
what became of his revenues ; that he eat alone ; and that he 
gave the holy communion to perfons who were not fairing: 
all which were falfe or frivolous. The faint held a legal coun- 
cil of forty bifhops in the city at the fame time ; and refufed 
to appear before that at the Oaky alledging moft notorious 
infractions of the canons in their pretended council. The cabal 
proceeded to a fentence of depofition, which they fent to the 
city and to the emperour, to whom they alfo accufed him of 
treafon, for having called the emprefs Jezabel, a falfe affertion 
as Palladius teftifies. The emperour hereupon iflued out 
an order for his banifhment, but the execution of it was 
oppofed t>y the people, who alTembled about the great church 
to guard their paftor. He made them a farewel fermon ( 1 6), in 
which he fpoke as follows : " Violent ftorms encompafs me on 
" all fides ; yet I am without fear, becaufe I ftand upon a 
tc rock. Though the fea roar, and the waves rife high, they 
6C cannot fink the vefTel of Jefus. I fear not death, which is 
" "TP g a ' n : nor banifhment, for the whole earth is the Lord's: 
cc nor the lofs of goods; for I came naked into the world, 
cc and muft leave it in the fame condition. I defpife all the 
cc terrours of the world, and trample upon its fmiles and 6- 
<c vour. Nor do I defire to live unlefs for your fcrvice. Chrift 
is with me : whom fhall I fear ? though waves rife againft 
me: though the fea, though the fury of princes threaten 
me, all thefe are to me more contemptible than a fpiders 
web. ... I always fay : O Lord, may thy will be done I not 

*' what this or that creature wills, but what it fhall plcafc dice 
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« to appoint, that fhall I do and fuffer with joy. This is my 
« ftrong tower : this is my unfliaken rock : this is my ftaff 
< fi that can never fail. If God be pleafed that it be done, let 
" it be fo. Wherefoever his will is that I be, I return him 
" thanks." He declared that he was ready to lay down a thou- 
fand lives for them, if at his difpofal, and that he fuffered not 
for the world, but becaufe he had neglected nd thing to fave 
their fouls* On the third day after the unjuft fentence, given 
againft him, having received repeated orders from the emperour 
to go into banifhment, and taking all poffible care to prevent 
a fedition, he furrendered himfelf, unknown to the people, to 
the count who conducted him to Prsenetum in Bithynia. Af- 
ter his departure his enemies entered the city with guards, and 
Severianus mounted the pulpit, and began to preach, pretending 
to fhew the depofition of the faint to have been legal and juft. 
But the people would not fuffer him to proceed, and ran about 
as if diftra6ted, loudly demanding in a body the reftoration of 
their holy paftor. The next night the city was fhook with an 
earthquake. This brought the emprefs to reflecT: with remorfe 
on what {he had done againft the holy bifhop. She applied 
immediately to the emperour under the greateft confternation 
for his being recalled ; crying out : " Unlefs John be recalled 
" our empire is undone:" and with his confent fhe difpatched 
letters the fame night, inviting him home with tender expref- 
fions of affection and efteem, and protefting her ignorance of 
his banMhment. Almoft all the city went out to meethim, 
and great numbers of lighted torches were carried before him. 
He flopped in the fuburbs, rcfufing to enter the city till he had 
been declared innocent by a more numerous aflembly of bi- 
fliops. But the people would fuffer no delay : the enemies of 
the faint fled, and he refumed his functions, and preached to 
his flock. He prefled the emperour to call Theophilus to a 
legal fynod : but that obftinate perfecutor alledged, that he 
could not return without danger of his life. However, Sozo- 
men relates, that threefcore bifhops ratified his return : but the 
fair weather did not laft long. A filver ftatue of the emprefs 
having been erected on a pillar before the great church of St. 
Sophia, the dedication of it was celebrated with publick games, 
which, befides difturbing the divine fervice, engaged the fpec- 
tators in extravagances and fuperftition. St. Chryfofrom had 
often preached againft licentious fhows ; and the very place ren- 
dered thefc the more criminal. On this occafion, fearing left 
his filcnce fhould be conftrucd as an approbation of the thing, 
he, with his ufual freedom and courage, ipoke loudly againft it. 
Though this could only affect: the Manichaean overleer of thoic 

games, the vanity of the emprefs made her take the affront to 
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herfelf, and her defires of revenge were implacable (<-/). His 
enemies were invited back: Theophilus durft not come, but 
fent three deputies. Though St. John had forty-two biftopj 
with him, this fecond cabal urged to the emperour certain 
canons of an Arian council of Antioch made only to exclude 
St. Athanafius, by which it was ordained that no bifhop who had 
been depofed by a fynod, fhould return to his fee till he was re- 
ftored by another fynod. This falfe plea over-ruled the juftice 
of the faint's caufe 3 and Arcadius fent him an order to with- 
draw. He refufed to forfake a church committed to him by 
God, unlefs forcibly compelled to leave it. The emperour 
fent troops to drive the people out of the churches on Holy- 
Saturday, and the holy places were polluted with blood and all 
manner of outrages. The faint wrote to pope Innocent, begging 
him to declare void all that had been done;/ for no injufhee 
could be more notorious (17)- He alfo wrote to beg the con- 
currence of certain other holy bifhops of the Weft. The 
pope having received from Theophilus the acts of the falfe council 
at the Oak^ even by them faw the glaring injustice of its 
proceedings, and wrote to him, exhorting him to appear 
in another council where fentence fhould be given according to 
the canons of Nice, meaning by thofe words to condemn the 
Arian canons of Antioch. He alfo wrote to St. Chryfoftom, 
to his flock, and feveral of his friends : and endeavoured to re- 
drefs thefe evils by a new council ; as did alfo the emperour 
Honorius. But Arcadius and Eudoxia found means to prevent 
its afTembling, the very dread of which made Theophilus, Seve- 
rianus, and other ringleaders of the faction to tremble. 

St. Chryfoftom was fuffercd to remain at Constantinople two 
months after Eafter. On Thurfday in Whitfun-week the em- 
perour fent him an order for his banifhment. The holy man 
who received it in the church* faid to thofe about him : <c Come, 
* c let us pray, and take leave of the angel of the church." He took 
leave of the bifhops, and, Stepping into the baptiftery, alfo of 
St. Olympias and the other deacon cues, who were over- 
whelmed with grief and bathed in tears. He then retired pri- 
vately out of the church to prevent a Sedition, and was con- 
ducted by Lucius, a brutiih captain, into Bithynia, and ar- 
rived at Nice on the 20th of June 404. After his departure 
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a fire breaking out burnt down the great church and the fenate^ 
houfe, two buildings which were the glory of the city : but 
the baptiftery was fpared by the flames, as it were to juftify 
the faint againft his calumniators ; for not onejof the rich veilels 
was found wanting. In this fenate-houfe periftied the incom- 
parable ftatues of the mufes from Helicon, and other like orna- 
merits the moft valuable then known: fo that Zozimus looks 
upon this conflagration as the greater!: misfortune that had ever 
befallen that city. Palladius afcribes the fire to the anger of 
heaven. Many of the faint's friends were put to the moft 
exquifite tortures on this account, but no difcovery could be 
made. The Ifaurians plundered Afia, and the Huns feveral 
other provinces. Eudoxia ended her life and crimes in childbed 
on the fixth of October following, five days after a furious hail- 
ftorm had made a dreadful havock in the city. The emperour 
wrote to St. Nilus to recommend himfelf and his empire to his 
prayers. The hermit anfwered him with a liberty of fpeech 
which became one who neither hoped nor feared any thing 
from the world* " How do you hope, faid he, to fee Con- 
" ftantinople delivered from the deftroying angel of God after 
" fuch enormities authorifed by laws ? after having banifhed 
" the moft blefled John, the pillar of the church ? the lamp 
" of truth, the trumpet of Jesus Christ (18) ! And again: 
" you have banifhed John the greater! light of the earth . . . 
" At leaft do not perfevere in your crime (19.)" His brother, 
the emperour Honorius, wrote ftill in ftronger terms (20) and 
feveral others. .But in vain : for certain implacable court ladies 
and fycophants, hardened againft all admonitions and remorie* 
had much too powerful an afcendant over the unhappy em- 
perour for thefe efforts of the faint's friends to meet with 
iuccefs. Arfacius, his enemy and perfecutor, tho' naturally a 
loft and weak man, was by the emperour's authority in- 
truded into his fee. The faint enjoyed himfelf comfortably at 
Nice: but Cucufus was pitched upon by Eudoxia for the place 
of his banifhment. He fet out from Nice in July 404, and 
fuffcrcd incredible hardfhips from heats, fatigues, feverity of 
guards, almoft perpetual watchings, and a fever which foon 
ieized him with pains in his breaft. He was forced to travel 
almoft all night, deprived of every neceflary of life, and was 
wonderfully refrefhed if he got a little clear water to drink, frefh 
bread to cat, or a bed to take a little reft upon. All he la- 
mented was the impenitence of his enemies, for their own fake 5 
calling impunity in fin and honour conferred by men on that ac- 
count, the moft dreadful of all judgments (21). About the end of 

Auguft, 

(18) St. Nilus, 1. 2. cp. (19) L. 3. cp. 279. 

(zo) T.3. p. 525. (21) Ep. 3. 
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Auguft, after a feventy days journey, he arrived at Cucufuj, 
a poor town in "Armenia, in the deferts of Mount Taurus. 
The good bifhop of the place vied with his people in Qiewing 
the man of God the greateft marks of veneration and civility, 
and many friends met him there both from Conftantinople and 
Antioch. In this place by fending miffionaries and fuccourj, 
he promoted the converfion of many heathen countries, e/pe- 
cially among the Goths, in Perfia and Phoenicia. He appointed 
Conftantius, his friend, a prieft of Antioch, fuperiour of the 
apoftolick minions in Phoenicia and Arabia. The letters of 
Conftantius are added to thofe of St. Chryfoftom. The 17 
letters of our faint to St. Olympias might be ftyled treatifes. 
He tells her (22) : " I daily exult and am tranfported with joy 
"in my heart under my fufferings, in which I find a hidden 
cc treafure : and I beg that you rejoice on. the fame account, and 
" that you blefs and praife God, by whofe mercy we obtain 
" to fuch a degree the grace of fuffering." He often enlarges 
on the great evils and moft pernicious confequences of fadnefs 
and dejection of fpirit, which he calls (23) " The worft of 
6C human evils, a perpetual domeftick rack, a darknefs and 
" tempeft of the mind, an interiour war, a diftemper which 
<c confumes the vigour of the foul, and impairs all her facul- 
" ties." He fliews (24) that ficknefs is the greateft of 
trials, a time not of inaction, but of the greateft merit, the 
fchool of all virtues, and a true martyrdom. He advifes 
her to ufe phyfick, and fays it would be a criminal impatience 
to wifh for death to be freed from fufferings. He laments 
the fall of Pelagius whofe herefies he abhorred. He wrote to 
this lady his excellent treatife That no one can hurt him who does 
not hurt hhnfelf. Arfacius dying in 405, many ambitioufly ^ 
afpired to that dignity, whofe very feeking it was funic icnt to 
prove them unworthy. Atticus, one of this number, a violent 
enemy to St. Chryfoitom, was preferred by the court, and placed 
in his chair. The pope refufed to hold communion with The- 
ophilus or any of the abettors of the perfecution of our faint (25). 
He and the emperour Honorius lent five bifhops to Conftanti- 
nople to infift on a council, and that in the mean time St. Chry- 
foftom fhould be reftored to his fee, his depofition having been 
notorioufly unjuft (26). But the deputies were caft into prifon 
in Thrace, becaufe they refufed to communicate with Atticus. 
The perfecutors faw that, if a council was held, they would be 
inevitably condemned and depofed by it, therefore they ftuck 

at nothing to prevent its meeting. The incurfions of thelfau- 

rian 



(22-) Fp. 8. p. 589. (23) Ep. 3. p. CC2. (24) Ep. 4. p.57J- 
(25) Palhid. Thcodoret, !. ^ c. 34. (26) Pallad. Sozom. 1. 8. c.*8- 
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rian "plunderers obliged St. Chryfoftom to take fhelter in the 
caftie of ArabifTus, on Mount Taurus. He enjoyed a tolerable 
ftatc of health during the year 406 and the winter following, 
though it was extremely cold in thofe mountains, fo that the 
Armenians were furprifed to fee how his thin weak body was 
able to fupport it. When the Ifaurians had quitted the neigh- 
bourhood, he returned to Cucufus. But his impious enemies, 
feeing the whole chriftian world both honour and defend 
him, refolved to rid the world of him. With this view they 
procured an order from the emperour that he fhould be rcmov'd 
to ArabifTus, and thence to Pityus, a town fituated on the 
Euxine fea near Colchis, at the extremity of the empire, on 
the frontiers of the Sarmatians, the moft barbarous of the Scy- 
thians. Two officers were ordered to convey him thither in a 
limited number of days, through very rough roads, with a 
promife of promotion if by hard ufage he fhould die in their 
hands. One of thefe was not altogether deftitute or' humanity, 
but the other could not bear to hear a mild word fpoken to 
him. They often travelled amidff. fcorching heats, from which 
his head, that was bald, fuffered exceedingly. In the mod 
violent rains they forced him out of doors, obliging him to tra- 
vel till the water ran in ftreams down his back and bofom. 
When they arrived at Comana Pontica, in Cappadocia, he was 
very fick ; yet was hurried five or fix miles to the mariyriam or 
chapel in which lay the relicks of St. Bafilifcus bifhop of Coma- 
na, who fuffered at Nicomedia, on the 22d of May 312. The 
faint was lodged in the oratory of the prieft. In the night, 
that holy martyr appearing to him faid : " Be of good courage, 
" brother John : to-morrow we 'mall be together/' The con- 
feflbr was filled with joy at this news, and begged that he 
might Hay there till eleven o' clock. This made the guards 
drag him out the more violently : but when they had travelled 
four miles, perceiving him in a dying condition, they brought 
him back to the oratory. He there changed all his cloaths to his 
very fhoes, putting on his bell attire which was all white, as 
il he meant it for his heavenly nuptials. He was yet fading, 
and having received the holy facramcnt poured forth his laifc 
prayer, which he doled with his ufual doxology : Glory be to 
6W for all things. Having fa i d Amcn^ an d fig n ed hi m fel f w i th 
the hgn of the croft, he iwe'etly gave up his foul to God on 
the feaft or' the exaltation of the holy Crofs, the 1 4th of Sep- 
tember 4.07, having been bilhop nine years and almoft {'even 
months His remains were interred by the body of St. 

Vol. L N Baii- 



Sir Harry Savitle is of opinion that he was only fifty-two years 
©1«1 : but he is generally thought to have been fixty, as born in 347. 
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Bafilifcus, a great concourfe of holy virgins, monks and perions 
of all ranks from a great diftance flocking to his funvr il. The 
pope refufed all communion with thofe who would not a L wh\% 
name a place in the dypticks or regifters of catholick bifhops de* 
ceafed. It was inferted at Conftantinople by Atticus in 117, 
and at Alexandria by St. Cyril in 419. His body was tranfi d r/i 
to Conftantinople in 434 by St. Prod us with the utmoft p.->, 3 
the emperour Tfaeodolius and hisfifter Pulcheria accompanvii.T 
St. Proclus in the proceffion, and begging pardon f f r 'he 
of their parents who had imadvifedly perfecutcd this fcr t 
God (26). The precious remains were laid in the church w 
the apoftles, the burying- pi ace of the emperours and ui'/d;.^ 
on the 27th of January 438 ; on which day he is honoured by 
the Latins : but the Greeks keep his feftival on the ■> 3th of No- 
vember. His allies were afterwards carried to Rome, and reft 
under an altar which bears his name in the Vatican church. 
The faint was low in flature ; and his thin mortified counte- 
nance befpoke the feverity of his life. The aufteritics of his 
youth, his cold folitary abode in the mountains, and the fa- 
tigues of continual preaching had weakened his breaft, which 
occafioned his frequent diftempers. But the hard/hips of his 
exile were fuch as muft have deftroyed a perfon of the moll 
robuft conftitution. Pope Celeftine, St. Auftin, St. Nilus, St. 
Ifidore of Pelufium and others, call him, The illuftrious doc~l rof 
churches, whofe glory ihines on every fide, who fills the earth 
with the light of his profound facred learning, and who inftructs 
by his works the remoteft corners of the world, preaching every 
where, even where his voice could not reach. They ftile 
him, The wife interpreter of the fecrets of God, the fun of the 
whole univerfc, the lamp of virtue, and the moft fhining ftar 
of the earth. The incomparable writings of this glorious iaint 
make his {landing and molt authentick culogium. 

On the fame DAY 

St Julian firit bifliop of Mans, C. towards the end of the third 
century. He was fucceeded by St. Turibiuu. His head is (hewn in 
the cathedral of Mans, but his body in the neighbouring Benodictin 
Abbey of St. Julian dn Pre famous for miracles. St Julian was 
much honoured in France, and many churches built during the 
Norman fuccefJion in baij^land bear his name, one particularly at 
Norwich ; he had an otliee in the Sarum breviary (27). 

J ANUA^ 
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St. A G N E S, V. M. 

A Second commemoration of St. Agnes occurs on this clay 
in the ancient Sacramentartes of pope Gelafius and St„ 
Gregory the Great : as al i'o in the true martyrology of Bedc. 
It was perhaps the day of her burial or of a tranflation of her 
relicks, or of fome remarkable favour obtained through her 
intercefiion foon after her death. 



St. CYRIL, Patriarch of Alexandria. 

From Socrates 1 JMarius Merc at or, the councils and his works* 
See Tillemont) 5T. 14. p. 272. Ceillicr> T. 13. p. 241. 

A. D. 444. 

ST. CyRaT. -was raifed by God to defend die faith of the 
incarnation of his Son, cc of which my fiery he is fly led the 
" doctor, as St. Auflin is of that of grace," fays Thomamn. He 
fluclied under his uncle Theophilus, and tcilifios (1) chat he 
made it his rule never to advance anv doclrinc which he had 

J 

not learned from the ancient Fathers. His books againfl Julian 
the Apoflate fhew that he had read the profane writers. He often 
fays himfelf that he neglected human eloquence : arid it is to be 
wifhed that he had wrote in a clearer flyle, and with greater 
purity of the Greek tongue. Upon the deatli of Theophilus 
in 412 he was raifed by the people to the patriarchal dignity. 
He began to exert his authoiity by canting the churches of the 
Novatians in the city to be flint up, and their ftcred vefieh; 
and ornaments to he lei zed ; an action cenfured by Socrates* 
a l.tvourer of thofc hervticks ; but we do not know' the reafons 
and authority upon which he proceeded. He next drove the 
Jews o'tt ol the city, who w< re very numerous, and enjoyed 
tfreat privileges tliere liom the time o( Alexander the Great, 
editions and fevera) act'.; of v iolence committed by them e\- 

N 2 cited 
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cited him to this, which grievoufly offended Oreftes the go- 
vernour, but was approved by the emperour Theodofius : ai?d 
the Jews never returned. St. Cyril fent to conjure the govern- 
our by the holy gofpels that he would confent to a reconcili- 
ation, and that he would join in fin cere friendftup with him: 
but his offers were rejected. This unhappy difagreement 
produced pernicious effects. Hypatia, a pagan lady, kept a pub- 
lick: fchool of philofophy in the city. Her reputation for learn- 
ing was fo great, that difciples flocked to her from all parts. 
Among thefe was the great Synefius, who afterwards fubmittcd 
his works to her cenfure. She wasconfulted by philofophers of 
the Srft rank on the molt intricate points of learning, and of the 
Platonick philofophy in particular in which Hie was remark- 
ably well vcrfed (2). She was much refpecled and confultcd 
by the governour, and often vifited him. The mob, which was 
no where more unruly or more fond of riots and tumults than 
in that populous city, the fccond in the world for extent, upon 
a fufpicion that {he incenfed the governour againff. their bifhop, 
ieditioufly rofe, pulled her out of her chariot, cut and mangled 
her ficfh, and tore her body in pieces in the ftreets in 41 5, to the 
great grief and fcandal of all good men, efpecially of the pious 
hifhop (*?). He had imbibed certain prejudices from his uncle 
aeainfl the great St. ChryfoiTom ; but was prevailed on by St. 
Ihdore of Pelufium and others to infert his name in the dyp- 
ticks of his church in 419 : after which, pope Zozimus fent him 
letters of communion. 

Ncftorius, a monk and prieft of Antioch, was made bifhop 
of Conftantinople in 428. The retired nefs and feverity of his 
life, joined with an hypocritical cxteriour of virtue, a fupcrfici.il 
learning and a fluency of words, gained him fome reputation in 
the world. But being full of feif conceit he neglcclcd the 
ftudyof the Fathers, v/as a man of weak judgment, extremely 
vain, violent and obitinate. '.This is the character he bears in the 
hiflory of thofe times, and which is given him by Socrates, and 
alfo by Thcodoret, whom he had formerly impofed upon by his 
hypocrifv- Marius Mercator informs us that lie was no (boner 
placed in the cpifcopal chair but he began to perfecutc with 
great fury the Arians, Macedonian is, JVlanichces and Qnarto- 

deciman.s 

(2) Synefius ep. 1 5 V ( ;) Vie <.V ITypacic par V abbe Ciouje'.. 

iVlLinoiic:, dc luerauire T. 5 



(n) It is vrry unjutl in fome 
modcrni to chaise l»i n as o»n- 
jeiouh of to homhle a crime, 
which (hack:; human nature. 
Great pcjioiu aic never to be 



condemned without proofs which 
aiuoui't to conviction. The UlciiCJ 
of O relics, and the hillorian So- 
crates, both his declared enemies 

iuiliceii to acquit him. 
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clt'cimans, whom he banifhed out of his diocefe. But though 
he taught original fin, he is faid to have denied the neceiiity of 
prace 5 on which account he received to his communion Ce- 
Jefnus and Julian, who had been condemned by the popes Inno- 
cent and Zozimus, and banifhed out of the Welt by theemperour 
Honorius, for Pelagianifm. Theodofius obliged them to leave 
Constantinople, notwithftanding the protection of the bifhop. 
Neftorius and his mercenary priefts broached alfo new errours 
from the pulpit, teaching two diftinct perfons in Christ , that 
of God, and that of man, only joined by a moral union, by 
which he faid the Godhead dwelt in the humanity merely as in 
its temple. Hence he denied the incarnation, or that God was 
made man : and faid the Eleffed Virgin ought not to be ityled 
the mother of God, but of the man who was Christ, whole 
humanity was only the temple of the divinity, not a nature hy- 
poftatically aflumed by the divine Perfon ; tho' at length 
convicted by the voice of antiquity he allowed her the 
empty title of Mother of God, but continued to deny the 
myftery. The people were fhocked at thefe novelties, and the 
priefts, St. Proclus, Eufebius afterwards bimop of Dorvlxum, 
and others feparated themfelves from his communion, after 
having attempted in vain to reclaim him by remonstrances. 
His homilies, where-ever they appeared gave great offence, and 
excited every where clamours againft the errours and blafphe- 
mics they contained. St. Cyril having read them fent him a 
mild expostulation on the fubject, but was anfwered with haugh- 
tinefs and contempt. Pope Celeftine, being applied to by both 
parties, examined his doctrine in a council at Rome ; con- 
demned it, and pronounced a fentence of excommunication 
and depofition againft. the authour, unJefs within ten days after 
notification of the fentence, he publickly condemned and re- 
dacted it, appointing St. Cyril, as his vicegerent in this affair, 
to lee that the fentence was put in execution (4). Our faint, 
together with his third and laft fummons, lent Neflorius 
twelve proportions with anathemas, hence called anathema- 
iifms, to be figncd by him as a proof of his orthodoxy, but 
the hereliarch appeared more obllinate than ever. This occa- 
ftoncd the calling of the third general council, opened at 
Ephefus in 431 by 200 bifhops, with St. Cyril at their head 
as pope Celelline's legate and reprefentutive (5). Nefroriirs, tho* 
in the town and thrice cited, refufed to appear. His heretical 
fermons were read and depofitions received again U him, after 
which his doctrine was condemned and the fentence of excom- 

N 3 municatioa 

( j) Cone. T. 3. p. 343. Libcrat in Brcviar c. 4. (5) S.Lco Ep. 

72. c. 3. Cone. T. 3. p. 656, 980, 
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munication and dcpofition was pronounced againft him and no- 
tified to the emperour. 

Six days after, John, patriarch of Antioch, arrived at Ephefus 
with 14 oriental bifhops ; who fecretly favouring the perfonbut 
not the errours of Neftorius, of which they deemed him inno- 
cent, had advanced but flowly on their journey to the place. In- 
fteadof aflbciating with the council they aflembled by tbemfelves, 
and prefumed to excommunicate St. Cyril and his adherents. 
Both fides had recourfe to the emperour for redrefs, by whofe 
order foon after St. Cyril and Neftorius were both arretted and 
confined, but our faint the worft treated of the two. Nay, 
through his antagoniff/s greater intereff. at court, he was upon the 
point of being banifhed, when three legates from pope Cele- 
ftine, Arcadius and Projedlus bifliops, and Philip a prieft, arrived 
at Ephefus, which gave a new turn to affairs in our faint's 
favour. The three new legates having confidered what had 
been done under St. Cyril, the condemnation of Neftorius was 
confirmed, the faint's conduct approved, and the fentence, pro- 
nounced againft him, declared null and invalid. Thus, matters be- 
ing cleared up, he was enlarged with honour. The Orientals in- 
deed continued their fchifm till 433, when they made their peace 
with St. Cyril, condemned Neftorius, and save a clear and ortho- 
dox expofition of their faith. That hereharch, being banifhed 
from his fee, retired to his monaftery in Antioch. John, though 
formerly his friend, yet finding him very perverfe and ob- 
fHnate in his herefy, and attempting to pervert others, 
mlreated the emperour Theodofius to remove him. He 
was therefore banifhed to Oafis, in the deferts of Upper Egypt, 
on the borders of Libya in 431, and died miferably and im- 
penitent in his exile. His feci remains to this day very nu- 
merous in the Eaft (/>). St. Cyril triumphed over this h ere fi arch 
by his meeknefr, intrepidity and courage; thanking God for his 
furferings, and profefting himfelf ready to fpill his blood with 
joy for the go (pel (7). "He arrived at Alexandria on the 30th 
of October 431 , and fpent the remainder of his days in main- 
taining the faith of the church in its purity, in promoting peace 
and union amon^ the faithful and the zealous labours of his 
paUoinl charge till his glorious death in 444. The Greeks keep 
lire eighteenth of January in his honour ; and have a fecom! 

com- 

(■•) Kp ad Theopemp. T. 3. Cone p. 771. 
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com memoration of him again on the ninth of. June (8). The 
Roman martyrology mentions him on this day. Pope Celeftine 
ft)lcs hi *» c " The generous defender of the church arid faith, 
* 6 the catholick doctor;, and an apoflolical man (9)." 

On the fame DAY 

St. Margaret, princefs of Hungary, Virgin. She was daughter 
to P; i i TV. the pious king of Hungary. Her parents confecrated 
her to uoa oy a vow bo!we her birth, and when but three years 
and an halt old lhe was placed in the monaftery of Dominican nuns 
atv'-i'p'in, and at ten removed to anew nunnery of that order 
founds J by her father in an iile of the Danube near Buda, called 
from her the i£e of St. Margaret. She was profeffed at twelve. In 
her tender age fhe outftript the moll advanced in devotion, and 
was favoured with extraoidinary communications from heaven. It 
was her delight to ferve every body and to pra&ife every kind of hu- 
miliation : lhe never fpoke of herfelf, as if fhe was beneath all notice : 
never loved to fee her royal parents or to fpeak of them, faying it 
was her misfortune that fhe was not of poor parentage. Her mor- 
tifications were exceflive. She endeavoured to conceal her ficknefTes 
for fear of being difpenfed with or fhewn any indulgence in the 
rule. From her infancy fhe conceived the molt ardent devotion to- 
wards her crucified Redeemer, and killed very often both by day and 
ni^ht a little crofs made of the wood of our Saviour's crofs, 
•which fhe always carried about her. She commonly chofe to pray 
before the altar of the crofs. Her affection for the name of Jesus 
made her have it very frequently in her mouth, which fire repeated 
with incredible inward feeling and fweetnefs. Her devotion to 
(Jurist in the bleffed facrament was moil remarkable : lhe often 
wept abundantly, or appeared in extafies during the mafs, and much 
more when fhe herfelf u:ceivcd the divine fpoufe of her foul : on the 
eve fhe took nothing but bread and water, and watched the 
night in prayer. On the day itfelf fhe remained in prayer and facing 
till evening, and then took a fmall refection. She fhewed a fenfible 
joy in her countenance when flic heard any fcflival of our Lady an- 
nounced, through devotion to the mother of God ; fhe performed 
on them and during thcoclayes one thoufand falutations each day, 

proitrating herfelf on the ground at each, befides faying that, called 
the office of our Leirfw, every day. If any one feemed offended at 
hc\\ (he fell at their feet, and begged their pardon. She was always 
the firit in obedience, and was afraid to be excepted if others were 
<n joined penance for a breach of filence or any other fault. Her 
bed was a coarle fkin laid on the bare floor with a Rone for her pil- 
low. She was favoured with the gift of miracles and prophecy, 
-lie gave up her pure foul to God after a (hort lllncfa on the zttth 
«f January, in the year 1 27 1 , and of her age the twenty-eighth. 
— See her life by Carinas foon after her death, and by Ran/anis ; 
J^Andilly Saints illullres, T. z. 

N 4 J A N U- 
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St. FRANCIS of Sales, Bifhop 

and Confeffor* 



Frrm his writings ^ and authentic k lives , chiefly that written by hh 
nephew, Augitjhts Sales. See bis life collected by M. Mar/ollicr, 
a? id 'done into EngUfo by the late Mr. Cr at borne. See alfo the bull 
of his canonization. 

A. D. 1622. 

H E parents of this faint were Francis, count of Sales, and 
Frances of Sionas. The countefs being with child offered 
her fruit to God with the moft fervent prayers, begging he wou 
prefcrve it from the corruption of the world, and rather deprive 
her of the comfort of feeing herfelf a mother, than fuffer her 
to give birth to a child, who fhould ever become his enemy by 
fin. The faint was born at Sales, three leagues from Annccy, 
the feat of that noble family : and his mother was delivered of 
him when (lie was but feven months advanced in her pregnan- 
cy. Hcrce he was reared with difficulty, and was fo weak, 
that his life, during his infancy, was often de (paired of by phyfi- 
cians. However he efcaped the danger, and grew robuft : he was 
verv beautiful, and the fweetnefs of his countenance won the 
affections of all who faw him : but the mecknefs of his temper, 
the pregnancy of his wit, his modelty, tra£lablenefs and obe- 
dience were far more valuable qualifications. The Countefs 
could fcarce fuffer the child out of her light, left any tincluie 
of vice might infect his foul. Her firft care was to infpire him 
with the moft profound refpect for the church, and all holy 
things ; and fhe had the comfort to obfervc in him a re- 
collection and devotion at his prayers far above his age. 
She read to him the lives of the faints, adding recollection:; 
futtcd to It is capacity ; and fhe took care to have him with 
her when flic viiitcri the poor, making him the diftributcr oi 
her alms, and to do fuch little oilices for them as he was 
able. I le would fet by his own meat for their relief, and when 
he had nothing left to bellow on them, would be<r for them 01 

a «i 11 his lclations. His horrour of a lic 3 even in his infancy, niatle 

him 
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him prefer any difgrace or chaftifement to the telling of the 
leaft wilful untruth. 

His mother's inclination for a domeftick preceptor, to prevent 
his being corrupted by wicked youth in colleges, was over- 
ruled by her hufband's perfualion of the ufefulnefs of emulation 
for advancing children in their ftudies ; hoping his fon's virtue and 
modefty would, under God, be afufficientguard of his innocency. 
He was accordingly fent to Rocheville, at lix years of age, and 
ibme time after to Annecy. .An excellent memory, a folid 
judgment, and a good application could not fail of great progrefs. 
The young Count fpent as much of his time as pofiible in pri- 
vate ftudies and lectures of piety, efpecially that of the lives of 
faints; and by his diligence always doubled or trebled his fchooi 
taflcs. He mewed an early inclination for the ecclefiaftical flate, 
and obtained his father's confent, though not without fome reluct- 
ance, for his receiving tonfure in the year 1578, and the eleventh 
of his age. He was fent afterwards, under the care of a vir- 
tuous prieft, his preceptor, to purfue his ftudies in Paris ; his 
mother having firft inftilled into him fteady principles of virtue, 
a love of prayer, and a dread of fin and its occafions. She 
often repeated to him thofe words of queen Blanche to her fon 
St. Lewis, king of France : " I had rather fee you dead, than 
46 hear you had committed one mortal fin." On his arrival at 
Paris, he entered the Jefuits fchools, and went through his rhe- 
torick and philofophy with great applaufe. In pure obedience 
to his father's orders he learned in the academy to ride, dance, 
and fence, whence he acquired that eafy behaviour which he re- 
tained ever after. But thefe exercifes, as matters did not hinder 
his clofe application to the ftudy of the Greek and Hebrew lan- 
guages, and of pofitive divinity, for fix years, under the famous 
Gcncbrard and Maldonatus. But his principal concern all this 
time was a regular courfe of piety, by which he laboured to fane- 
tify himfelf and all his actions. Pious meditation and the ftudy of 
of the holy fcripture were his beloved entertainments : and he 
never failed to carry about him that excellent book, called the 
Spiritual Combat. He fought the converfaiion of the virtuous, 
particularly of F. Angelus joyeufe, who, from a duke and 
marflial of France, was become a Capuchin Friar. The fre- 
quent difcourfes of this good man on the necellity of mortifi- 
cation induced the Count to add, to his ufual auftcritics, the 
Wearing of an hair fhirt three days in the week. His chief rCr- 
fort during his ftay at Paris, was to fome churches, that efpe- 
cially of St. Stephen's des Grnis as being one of the moft re- 
tired. Here he made a vow of perpetual chufiity, putting him- 
felf under the fpecial patronage of the Blefled Virgin. God, 

to purify liis heart permitted a thick darkucis infenfibly to ovcr- 
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fpead his mind, and a fpiritual drynefs and melancholy to over- 
whelm him. He Teemed, from a perfect tranquility and peace 
of mind, to be almoft brought to the brink of defpair. Seized 
with the greateft terrours, he patted nights and days in tears 
and lamentations, and fuffered more than can be conceived by 
thofe who have not felt the feverity of fuch interiour conflicts. 
The bitternefs of his grief threw him into a deep jaundice ; 
he could neither eat, drink, nor fleep. His preceptor laboured* 
but all in vain, to difcover the caufe of this diforder, and rind 
out a remedy- At la(f, Francis, being at prayer in the fame 
church of St. Stephen, caft his eyes on a picture of our Lady: this 
awaking his confidence in her interceflion, he proflrated himfWf 
on the ground, and, as unworthy to addrefs the Father r T : <y 
confolation, begged that fhe would be his advocate, and pro- 
cure him the erace at leaft during this life to love God with his 
whole heart. That very moment he found himfelf eafed of his 
grief as of a heavy weight taken off his heart, and his former peace 
and tranquility reffored, which he ever after enjoyed. He was 
now eighteen years old $ when his father recalled him from Paris, 
and fent him to Padua to ftudy the law : his matter was the ce- 
lebrated Guy Pancirola; this was in the year 1554. He chofe 
the learned and pious Jefuit Antony Poffevin for his fpiritual 
director; who at the fame time explained to him St. Thomas's 
Sum, and they read together Bellarmine's controverfies. His 
nephew Auguftus gives us his written rule of life, which he 
made at Padua: if chiefly fhews his perpetual attention to the 
prefence of God, his care to offer up every action to him, and 
implore his aid at the beginning of each. Falling fick he was 
ddpaired of by the ph\ ficians, and lie himfelf expected with 
joy his laffc moment. Mis preceptor Deage, who had ever at- 
tended him, afked him with tears, what he had to older about 
his funeral and other matters. " Nothing, anfwered lie chcar- 
ifuUy ; uniefs it be, that my body be given to the anatomy- 
theatre to be diflecled - ? for it will be a comfort to me if 1 can 
be or any advantage, when dead, having been of none whiM 
alive. Thus 1 may alio prevent fome of the difordcrs and 
quarrels which happen between the young phy ficians and the 
friends of the dead, whole bodies they often dig up '* How- 
ever, lie recovered ; and by his father's orders, being twenty- 
rears of a;rc, commenced doclor in laws, with meat appl.iule 
and pomp, in prefence of forty- eight doctors. Alter which he 
travelled through Italy to fee the antiquities, anil vifit the holy 
places there, lie went to Rome by Ferrara, and iclurned by 
Loiclto and Venice. To any ii if tilt: offered him on the ro;ul 
he returned only meclcnefs ; for wliich he met with remiukahie 

blcifiii£s hum heaven. The "fight of the pompous rciiiain* 
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of ancient Rome gave him a feeling contempt of worldly gran- 
deur : but the tombs of the martyrs drew every where tears of 
devotion from his eyes. Upon his return his father received 
him with great joy, at his caftle of Tuille, where he had pre- 
pared for him a good library of books. 

All perfons were charmed with the young Count, but none fa 
much as the great Antony Favre, afterwards firft prelident of 
the parliament of Chamberry, and Claudius Granier, the 
learned and truly apoflolick hi mop of Geneva, who already 
confulted him as an oracle, His father had a very good match 
in view for him, and obtained in his behalf, from the duke 
of Savoy, patents, creating him counfcllour of the parliament 
of Chamberry. Francis modeflly, but very firmly, refufed 
both; yet durff. not propofe to his parents his defign of receiv- 
ing holy orders ; for the tonfure was not an ablbJute renounc- 
ing of the world. At iaft, he difcovered it to his pious preceptor, 
Deage, and begged of him to mention it to his father : but 
this he declined, and ufed his utmoft endeavours to diifuade 
the voung count from fuch a refolution, as he was the eldeft ion, 
and deftined by the order of nature for another irate. Francis 
anfwercd all his rcafonings, but could not prevail on him to 
charge himfelf with the commiflion. He had then recourfe to 
a couiin, Lewis of Sales, a prieft and canon of Geneva, who 
obtained the confent of his parenrs but not without the greater! 
difficulty. His coufina} fo obtained for him from tl e pope, with- 
out his knowledge, the provofrihip of the church of Geneva, 
then vacant: but the young clergyman held out a long time be- 
fore he would accept of it. At J aft, he yielded, a ul took pof- 
hflion of that dignity, and was in a fhort time after pro- 
moted to holy orders by his diocelan, who, as foon he 
was deacon, employed him in preaching. His firft feimons 
gained him an extraordinary reputation, and were accompanied 
with incredible fuccefs. He delivered the word of God with a 
mixture of majefty and modefty ; had a ftrong, fweet voice, and 
.111 animated manner of gefture, far from any affectation or 
vanity: but what chiefly aftedled the hearts of his hearers was 
the humility and unction with which he fpoke from the abund- 
ance of his own heart. .Before he preached, he always renewed 
the fervour of his heart before God, by fecret Jighs and prayer. 
Heftudied as much at the foot of the crucifix as in books, being 
ptTluadcd that the eflcntial quality of a preacher is to be a man 
^ prayer. He received the holy order of prielfhocul with ex- 
u.ioulinary preparation and devotion, and fcvired hi led by it 
with an apoftolical fpiiil. He every day began his fundi ions by 
ctkh rating the holy myftciies early in the morning, in which, 

h his eyes and countenance of lire, the inward flames of his 
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foul appeared. He then heard the confefEons of all forts of 
people, and preached. He was obferved to decline with the 
utmoft care whatever might gain him the applaufe of men, 
feeking only to pleafe God, and to advance his glory. He 
chiefly reforted to cottages and country villages, inffcrudting an 
infinity of poor people. His piety, his charity to the poor, his 
difurtcrcftednefsy his care of the lick and thofe in priibn, en- 
cleared him to all : but nothing was fo moving as his meeknti), 
which no provocation was ever capable of difturbing. He con- 
verfed among all as their father, with a fellow-feeling of ail 
their wants, being all to all. He was indeed naturally of a 
hafty and paflionate temper, as he himfelf confeflesj and vvcruid 
in his writings a certain fire and impetuofity which renders it 
lUKjueirionabie. On this account from his youth he made 
meeknefs his favourite virtue, and by fludying in the fchool of 
a God who was meek and humble of heart, he learned that im- 
portant leifon to fuch perfection, as to convert his predominant 
pafiion into his characteriitical virtue. The Calvinifts aicribed 
principally to his meeknefs the wonderful converfions he made 
amongfr. them. Xhey were certainly the mofl obflinate of peo- 
ple at that time, near Geneva : yet St. Francis converted no 
lefs than feventy-two thoufand of them. 

Before the end of this firft year of his miniftry, in 1591, he 
erected at Annecy a confraternity of the Holy Crofs, the ;u- 
fociates of which were obliged to inftrutSt the ignorant, to com- 
fort and exhort the fick and prifoners, and to beware of 
law-fuits, which feldom fail to fliipwreck chriftian charity. A 
Calviniftical minifter took occafion from this inftitution towiitc 
againft the honour paid by catholicks to the crofs, Francis un- 
fwered him by his book entitled, The Jlandard of the Crofs. At 
this time, frefh matter prefented itfelf for the exercife of (he 
faint's zeal. The bifliop of Geneva was formerly lord of that 
city, paying an acknowledgment to the duke of Savoy. While 
thefe two were difputing about the fovereignty, the GcncvaiH 
expelled them both, and formed themfelves into a republic!-: in 
alliance with the Switzers ; and their city became the center oi 
Calvinifm. Soon after the prolellant canton of Bern feizal the 
country of Vaux, and the republick of Geneva, the duteiiy 
of ChabLis., witli the bailiwicks oi Gcx, Terni and Gaillaiil; 
and there by violence eltablilhed their hercfy, which from th.ir 
time had kept quiet poflellion for iixty years. The duke Cludt* 
Emmanuel had recovered thefe territories, and refolving tn u'- 
11 ore thecatholick religion, wrote iu 1594 to the hifhopoi ln'- 
neva, to recommend that work to him. The wile ones ac- 
cording to this world regarded the undertaking as inipracSi ic'ible ; 

and the moll rcfblutc, whether ccdeiiafticks or religious, wcw 
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5 terrified at its difficulties and dangers. Francis was the only 
one that offered himfelf for the work, and was joined by none 
but his coufin Lewis Sales. The tears and remonftrances of 
his parents and friends to dilTuade him from the undertaking 
made no impreffion on his courageous foul. Being arrived on the 
frontiers of Chablais, they lent back their horfes, the more 
perfectly to imitate the apoflles. On his arrival at Thonon, 
die capital of Chablais, fituate on the lake of Geneva, he found 
in it only feven catholicks. The Calvinifts for a long time 
fliunned him, and fome even attempted his life. He per- 
fevered ; and at length his patience, zeal, and eminent virtue 
wrought upon the moft obdurate, and infeniibly wore away 
their prejudices. His firft converts were among the foldiers, 
whom he brought over, not only to the faith, but alio to an entire 
change of manners and ftrict virtue, from habits of fwearing, 
duelling and drunkennefs. He was four years, however, with- 
out any great fruit among the inhabitants, till the year 1595* 
when God was pleafed to touch feveral of them with his grace. 
The harveft daily increafed both in the town and country fo 
plentifully, that a fupply of new labourers from Annecy was 

ncceflary, and the bifliop fent fome Jefuits and Capuchins to> 
carry on the good work with Francis and under his direction. 
In j 598 the publick exercife of the catholick religion was re- 
lic-red, and calvinifm baniflied by the duke's orders over all 
Chablais, and the two bailiwicks of Xerni and Gaillard. 
Though the plague raged violently at Xonon, this did not hin- 
der Francis either by day or night from aflifting the fick in 
their Iaft moments; and God preferved him from the con- 
tagion, which feized and fwept off feveral of his fellow-la- 
bourers. It is incredible what fatigues and hardships he under- 
went in the courfe of this miffion ; with what devotion and 
tears he daily recommended the work of God : with what in- 
vincible courage he braved the greateft dangers : with what 
meeknefs and patience he bore all manner of affronts and ca- 
lumnies. Jjaron Davuli, a man of quality, and of great worth 
and learning, highly eftccmcd among the calviniffs and at Ge- 
neva, being converted by him, induced him to go thither, 
to have a conference with the famous minifter La Fayc. The 
niiniiler during the whole conference was ever {hitting the 
matter in debate, as he found himfelf embarrafled and preffed 
1 > y his antngonith His di fad vantage being fo evident that 
lie him (elf could read it in the countenance of every one pre- 
Jent, he broke off the conference by throwing out a whole tor- 
»ent of injurious language on Francis, who bore it with lb much 
"H'eknefs as not to return the leaf! {harp anfwer. During the 
whole courfe of his miniftiy in thefe parts, the violent mca- 

fures, 
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lures, bafe cowardice in declining all difpute, and the lhame- 
ful con duel: of the minifters in other refpecls, fet the faint's 
"behaviour and his holy caufe ftill in a more fhining light, 
In 1597 he was commiflioned by pope Clement VIII, to confer 
with Theodore Beza at Geneva, the moft famous minifter of 
the Calvinift party, in order to win him back to the catho- 
lick church. He accordingly paid him four vifits in that city, 
gained a high place in that hereiiarch's elteem, and made him 
often hefitate in deep filcnce and with diffracted looks, whether 
he Ihould return to the Roman catholick church or not, where, 
in he owned from the beginning that falvation was attainable. 
St. Francis had great hopes of bringing him over in a fifth vilic, 
but his private conferences had alarmed the Genevans fo much 
that they guarded Beza too clofe for him to find admittance to 
him again, and Bez# died foon after. *Tis faid, that a little 
before death he lamented very much he could not fee Francis(i), 
It is certain, from his nrfr. conference with him, he had ever 
felt a violent conflict within himfelf, between truth and duty on 
one hand, and on the other, the pride of being head of a party, 
the lhame of recanting, inveterate habits and certain fecret en- 
gagements in vice, to which he continued enflaved to thelaft. 

The honours the faint received from the pope, the duke of 
Savoy, the cardinal of Medicis, and all the church, and the high 
reputation which his virtues had acquired him, never made the 
leaf! impreflion on his humble mind, dead to all motions of pride 
and vanity. His delight was with the poor : the moft honour- 
able functions he left toothers, and chofe for himfelf themeaneft 
and moft laborious. Every one defired to have him for their di- 
rcdlor, wherever lie went : and his extraordinary fweetnefs, in 
conjunction with his eminent piety, reclaimed as many vicious 
catholicks as it converted hereticks. In 1599, he went to An- 
necy to vifit his diocefan, Granier, who had procured him 
to be made his coadjutour. The fear of refilling God in 
refilling this charge, when prefled upon him by the pope, in con- 
junction with his bifhop and the duke of Savoy, did at laft ex- 
tort his content ; but the apprehcnfion of the obligations an- 
nexed to cpifcopacy was i'o ihong, that it threw him into an ill- 
nefs which had like to have coil him his life. On his recovery 
he fet out for Rome to receive his bulls, and to confer with 
his Holinels on matters relating to the millions of Savoy. H<* 
was highly honoured by all the great men at Rome, and re- 
ceived of the pope- line hulls foi being confecrated biihop of i v '- 
copolis, and coadjutor of Geneva On this occafion ho ni;u ^ 

a vilit of devotion to horctto, and returned to Annccy in 
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Here he preached the Lent the year following, and aflifted his 
father during his laft ficknefs, heard his general confeflion, and 
adminiftered to him the rites of the church. An illnefs he was 
feized with at Annecy made him defer his confecration. 

On his recovery he v/as obliged to go to Paris, on affairs of 
his diocefe, and was received there by all forts of perfons with 
ail the regard due to his extraordinary merit. The king was 
then at Fontainbleau ; but the faint was delired to preach the 
Lent to the court in the chapel of the Louvre. This he did in 
a manner that charmed every one, and wrought innumerable 
wonderful converfions. The dutchefles of Mercceur and Lon- 
gueville fent him thereupon a purfe of gold : he admired the 
embroidery, but gave it back, with thanks to them for ho- 
nouring his difcourfes with their prefence and good example- 
He preached a fermon againft the pretended reformation to 
prove it deftitute of a lawful million ; it being begun at Meaux 
by Peter Clark, a wool-carder; at Paris, by Mallbn Riviere, a 
young man called to the minifrry by a company of laymen ; 
and elfe where after the like manner. This fermon converted 
many Calvinifts ; amongfr. others the countefs of Pendrieuville\, 
who was one of the molt cbftinate learned ladies of the feet 5 
fhe confulted her minifters, and repaired often to Francis's con- 
forencesj till flie had openly renounced calvinifm with all her 
numerous family. The whole illuftrious houfe of Raconis 
followed her example, and fo many others even of the in oft in- 
veterate of the feci:, that it made Cardinal Perron, a man famous 
for controverfy, fay: 64 I can confute the Calvinifts; but, to 
" perfuade and convert them, you muff, carry them to the co~ 
" adjutor of Geneva. " Henry IV". was charmed with his 
preaching, and confulted him feveral times in matters relating 
to the direction of his conference. There was no project of 
piety going forward about which he was not advifed with. He 
promoted the eftablifhment of the Carmelite nuns in Prance, 
and the introduction of F. Beruilc's congregation of the oratory. 
The king himfclf earnclUy endeavoured to detain him in 
J'rancc, by promifes of 20,000 livres penfion, and the full' va- 
cant bifhoprick : but Francis laid, God had called him againft 
his will to the bifhoprick of Geneva, and he thought it his ob- 
ligation to keep it till his death ; that the fmall revenue he had 
lufliced for his maintenance, and more would only be an in- 
cumbrance. The king was altonifhcd at his diiintereflednels, 
when he uiidcriiood that the bifhoprick of Geneva, fincc the 
revolt of that city, did not yield the incumbent above four or 
live thoufaml livres, that is, not ^.59 pounds, a year. 

Home envious courtiers endeavoured to iiive the kirn?: a fuf- 
picioji of his being a Ipy. The faint heard thijj accufation j * 1 it: 
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as he was going into the pulpit ; yet he preached as ufual with- 
out the lean: concern ; and that prince was too well convinced of 
the calumny by his fan&ity and candour. After a nine months 
flay in Paris, he fet out with the king's letters, and heard on 
the road, that Granier, bifhop of Geneva, was dead* He 
haftened to Sales-Caftle, and as foon as clear of the firfl vlfits, 
made a twenty days retreat to prepare himfclf for his confecn- 
tion. He made a general confefllon, and laid down a plan of 
life, which he ever punctually obferved. This was, never to 
wear any filk or camblets, or any cloaths but woollen, as be- 
fore : to have no paintings in his houfe but of devotion : no 
magnificence in furniture : never to ufe coach or litter, but to 
make his vifits on foot : his family to confift of two priefb, 
one for his chaplain, the other to take care of his temporalities 
and fervants : nothing but common meats to be ferved to his 
table : to be always p relent at all feaHs of devotion kept in any 
church in town : his regulation with refpedr, to alms was incre- 
dible for his revenues : to go to the poor and fick in perfon : to 
rife every day at four, make an hour's meditation, fay lauds 
and prime, then morning prayers with his family : to read the 
fcripture till feven, then fay mafs, which he did every day, af- 
terwards to apply to affairs till dinner, which being over, he 
allowed an hour for converfation, the reft of the afternoon 
he allotted to bufinefs and prayer. After flipper he read a pious 
book to his family for an hour, then night prayers •> after which 
he faid matt ins. He fafted all Fridays and Saturdays, and our 
Lady's eves : he privately wore a hair fliirt and ufed the diicipline, 
but avoided all oftentatious auilerities. But his exa£t regularity 
and uniformity of life, with a continued practice of interior fell- 
denials, wasthebeft mortification. He redoubled -his farts, aufie- 
rities and prayers, as the time of his confecrar«on drew nearer. 
This was performed on the third of December 1602. He imme- 
diately applied himfclf to pleaching and the other functions of 
his charge. He was exceeding cautious in conferring holy or- 
ders. He ordained but few, neither was it without the ftrictdt 
Scrutiny palled upon all their qualifications for the prielthooil. 
He was very zealous, both by word and example, in promot- 
ing the inftruciion of the ignorant by explanations of the ca- 
tcchifm on Sundays and holy days ', and his example had a great 
influence over the parifh-priefls in this particular, as alio ovit 
the laity, both young and old. He inculcated to all the nuk- 
ing every hour when the clock ill uck, the fign of the crois 
with a fervent afpimtion on the paflion of Chrill. He fcvcruiy , 
forbad the cuflom of Valentines, or giving boys, in wntMi|i» 
the names of girls to be admired and attended on by them : ; 

and, to abolilh it, lie changed it into giving billets with die \ 

names 
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names of certain faints for them to honour and imitate in a 
particular manner. He performed the viritation of his dioce/e 
as foon as poflible, publiihed a new ritual, fet on foot ecciefia- 
ftical conferences, and regulated ail things 3 choofing St. Charles 
Borromseo for his model. 

Above all things he hated law-fuits, and frriflly commanded 
all ecclefiafticks ro avoid them, and refer all di fputes to arbi- 
tration. He faid they were fuch occafions of finb againft cha- 
rity, that, if any one during the courfe of a Jaw fuit, had 
efcaped them that alone would fuffice for his canonization - 
Towards the clofe of the viiitation of his diocefe he reformed 
feveral monafteries. That of Six appealed to the parliament 
of Chamberry : but our faint was fupported there, and carried 
his point. Whilft Francis was at Six he heard that a valley, 
three leagues off, was in the utmoft defolation by the tops of 
two mountains that had fal en, and buried feveral villages with 
the inhabitants and cattle. He crawled over unpayable ways 
to comfort and relieve thefe poor people, who had neither 
clothes r to cover, nor cottages to /lie Iter them, nor bread 
to ftay their hunger; he mingled his tears with theirs, relie^ cd 
them, and obtained from the duke a re minion of their taxes. 
The city of Dijon having procured leave from the duke of 
Savoy, the faint preached the Lent there in 1604, with won- 
derful fruit ; but refufed the prefent offered him by the city on 
that occafion. Being folicited by Henry IV. to accept of a 
confiderable abbey, the faint refufed it: alledging, that he 
dreaded riches as much as others could defire them; and that, 
the lefs he had of them, the lefs he would have to anfwer for. 
That king offered to name him to the dignity of cardinal at 
the next promotion ; but the faint made anfwer, that tho' he did 
riotdefpife the offered dignity, he was perfuaded that great titles 
would not fit well upon him, and might raife frcfli obllacles to 
his falvation. Pie was alio thought of at Rome as a very fit 
pcrfon to be promoted to that dignity, but was himfelf the on- 
ly one who every where oppofed and crofted the defign. Be- 
ing defircd on another occalion by the lame king to accept of a 
penfion ; the faint begged his majefly to fuller it to remain in 
the hands of his comptroller till he fhould call for it; which 
handfomc rcfufal much afro milled that great prince, who could 
not forbear faying : <€ That the hi /hop of Geneva, by the hap- 
" py independence in which his virtue had placed him, was as 
" far above him, as he by his royal dignity was above his fub- 
t( jecls." The faint preached the next Lent at Chamberry, 
at the requeft of tin; parliament, which noiwithftanding at 
that very time leized his temporalities for refilling to pub- 
lifli a monitory at its requefl ; the faint allcdging, thai it 
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was too trifling an affair* and that the cenfures of the 
church were to be ufed more refervedly. To the noti- 
fication' of the feizarre he only anfwered obligingly, that 
he thanked God for teaching him by it, that a btfhop is to 
be altogether fpiritual. He neither defifted from preaching 
nor complained to the duke, but heaped moft favours on fuch 
as moll: infulted him, till the parliament being afhamed granted 
him of their own accord a replevy. But the great prelate found 
more delight in preaching in fmall villages than amidft fuch ap- 
plaufe, though he every where met with the like fruit ; and he 
looked on the poor as the object of his particular care. He 
took a poor dumb and deaf man into his family, taught him 
by figns, and by them received his confeflion. His fteward 
often found it difficult to provide for his family by reafon of his 
great alms, and ufed to threaten to leave him. The faint would 
anfwer : cc You fay right : I am an incorrigible creature, and 
<c what is worfe, I look as if I fhould long continue fo." Or at 
other times, pointing; to the crucifix : tc How can we deny any 
cc thing to a God who reduced himfelf to this condition for 
" the love of us !" 

Pope Paul V. ordered our faint to be confulted about the 
fchool difpute between the Dominicans and Jefuits on the grace 
of God, or de auxiliis. His opinion appears from his book On 
the love of God: but he anfwered his Holinefs in favour of neu- 
trality, which he ever obferved in fchool-opinions ; complain- 
ing often in how many they occafxoned the breach of charity, 
and fpent too much of their precious time, which, by being 
otherwife employed, might be rendered more conducive to 
God's honour. In 1609 he went to Bel ley, and confccratcd 
bifliop, John Peter Camus, one of the moft illuftrious prelates 
of the church of France, and linked to our faint by theflric'kii 
bands of holy friendfhip. He wrote the book entitled Tic 
jpirit of St. Francis of Sales, confirming of many of his ordinary 
iayings and actions, in which his fpirit mines with great ad van 
tagc, difcovering a perpetual recollection always abfoipt in 
God, and a conftant overflowing of fwectnefs and divine love. 
His writings to this day breathe the fame : every word diflills 
that love and mecknefs with which his heart was filled. It is 
this which makes his epilllcs, which we have to the number ol 
529, in feven books, to be an incftimable trcafurc of moving 
inftruclions, fuitahlc to all forts of perfons and circum fiances. 

His incomparable hook, the Introduction to a devout tifevtx> 
originally letters to a lady in the world, which, at the p re i - 
fing infianccs of many friends, he formed into a book and 
finilhcd, to /hew that devotion fuitcd chriflians in a ieculai 
life, »o lcfi> than in cloillers. Villars, the archbifhop of 
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Vienna, wrote to him upon it : " Your book charms, inflames 
« c and puts me in raptures as often as I open any part of it." 
The authour received the like applaufe and commendations 
from all parts, and it was immediately tranflated into all the lan- 
guages of Europe. Henry IV. of France was extremely pleafed 
with it: his queen, Mary of Medicis, fent it richly bound 
and adorned with jewels to James J. of England, who was 
wonderfully taken with it, and afked his bifhops why none of 
them could write with fuch feeling and unclion (2). There 
was however one religious Order, in which this book was much 
cenfured, as if it had allowed of gallantry and fcurrilous jefts, 
and approved of balls and comedies, which was very far from the 
faint's doctrine. A preacher of that Order had the rafhnefs and 
prefumption to declaim bitterly againft the book in a publick 
fermon, to cut it in pieces, and burn it in the very pulpit. The 
faint bore this outrage without the leaft refentment ; fo perfectly 
was he dead to feJf-love. This appears more wonderful tothofe 
who know how jealous authours are of their works as the 
offspring of their reafon and judgment, of which men are of all 
things the fondeft. His book of the Love of God coft him much 
more reading, ftudy and meditation. In it he paints his own 
foul. He defcribes the feeling fentiments of divine love, its 
ftates of fervour, of drynefs, of trials, fuffering and darknefs : 
in explaining which he calls in philofophy to his afliftance. 
He writes on this fublime fubjecl: what he had learned by his 
own experience. Some parts of this book are only to be un- 
tierftood by thofe fouls who have gone through thefe ftates : 
yet the authour has been ever juftly admired for the performance. 
The General of the Carthufians had wrote to him upon his In- 
troduction, advifing him to write no more, becaufc nothing 
elfc could equal that book. But feeing this, he bad him never 
ceafe writing, becaufc his latter works always furpaflcd the 
former: and James I. was fo delighted with the book* that 
he exprefled a great defire to fee the authour. This being 
told the faint, he cried out: <c Ah! who will give me 
" the wings of a dove, and I will fly to the king, into that 
" great iflaml, formerly the country of faints; but now over- 
** whelmed with the darknefs of crrour. If the duke will 
" permit me I will arifc, and go to that great Ninive: 
" I will fpeak to the king, and will anounce to him, with 
* c the hazard of my life, the word of the Lord." In eflcdt he 
folicited the duke of Savoy's confetit: hut could never obtain 
it (3). That jealous fovercign feared kit he ihould be diawn in 
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to ferve another ftate, or fell to fome other his right to Ge- 
neva; on which account he often refufed him leave to go to 
preach in France, when invited by many cities. His other 
works are fermons which are not fin i fried as they were 
preached, except perhaps that on the Invention of the Crofs. We 
have alfo his Preparation for mafs : his Inflru&iom for confejfors • 
a collection of his Maxims , pious breathings and fayings, wrote 
by the bifhop of Belley : fome fragments , and his Entertainments 
to his nuns of the Vifitation, in which he recommends to them 
the moft perfect interiour felf- denial, a difengagement of affections 
from all things temporal, and obedience. The inftitution of 
that Order may be read in the life of B. Frances Chantal. St. 
Francis defigning his new Order to be fuch, that all, even the 
fickly and weak, might be admitted into it, he chofe for it the 
rule of St. Auftin, as commanding few extraordinary bodily 
aufterities, and would have it poflefs funds and fettlements 
in common, to prevent being carried off from the interiour 
life by anxious cares about neceflaries. But then he requires 
from each perfon fo ftrict a practice of poverty, as to allow no 
one the propriety or even the long ufe of any thing; and orders 
them every year to change chambers, beds, crofles, beads, 
and books. He will have no manner of account to be made 
of birth, wit, or talents ; but only of humility : he obliges 
them only to the little office of our Lady, which all might 
eafily learn to underftand ; meditations, fpiritual reading, re- 
collection and retreats, abundantly compenfating the defect- 
All his regulations tend to inftill a fpirit of piety, charity, 
meeknefs and fimplicity. He fubjects his Order to the bi- 
fhop of each place, without any General. Pope Paul V. 
approved it, and ere£ted the congregation of the Vifitation 

into a religious Order. 

St. Francis finding his health decline, and his affairs to mul- 
tiply, after having confultcd cardinal Frederick Borrornaio, 
aichbifhop of Milan, chofe for his co adjutor in the bifhop- 
rick of Geneva his brother John Francis of Sales, who was 
confecrated bifhop of Calccdon at Turin in 161 8- But the faint 
ft ill applied himfclf to his functions as much as ever. He 
preached the Lent at Grenoble in 1617, and again in 1618, with 
Iiis ufual conquefts of fouls ; converting many Calvinifts, and 
among thefe the duke of Lefdiguieres. In 161 9, he accompa- 
nied to Paris the cardinal of Savoy, to demand the filler ol 
Icing Lewis the XI II. Chiillina of France in nuuru'jy (or 
the prince of Piedmont. Fie preached the Lent in St. Andre 
des-Aics, and had alwavs huh a numerous audience that car- 
dinals, bifhops, and piinccs cuuld icarce find room. His fei- 
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rnons and conferences, and ft. 11 more the example of his holy 
life, and the engaging fweetnefs of his converfation moft power- 
fully moved not only the devout, but alfo hereticks, libertins 
and atheifls ; whilft his eloquence and learning convinced 
their understandings. The match being concluded, the 
princeis Chriftina chofe Francis for her chief Almoner, defiring 
to live always under his direction : but all her intreaties could 
neither prevail on him to leave his diocefe though he had a co- 
adjutor, nor to accept of a penflon : and it was only on thefe two 
conditions he undertook, the charge, always urging that nothing 
could difpenfe with him from refidence. The princefs made 
him a prefent of a rich diamond, by way of an inveftiture* 
defiring him to keep it for her fake. 44 I will, faid he, unlefs 
44 the poor ftand in need of it." She anfwered, 46 She would 
4fi then redeem it." He faid : 44 This will happen fo often, 
46 that I fhall abufe your bounty." Finding it given to the 
poor afterwards at Turin, fhe gave him another richer, charg- 
ing him to keep that at leafr. He faid : 4C Madam, I cannot 
44 promife you : i am very unfit to keep things of value.'* 
Inquiring after it one day, me was told, it was always in pawn 
for the poor, and that the diamond belonged not to the bifhop, 
but to all the beggars of Geneva. He had indeed a heart which 

was not able to refufe any thing to thofe in want. He often 
gave to beggars the waiflcoat off his own back, and fometimes 
the cruets of his chappel. The cardinal of Retz, archbifhop 
of Paris, ufed all manner of arguments to obtain his con(ent 
to be his coadjutor in the fee of Paris ; but he was refolved ne- 
ver to quit the church, which God had firft committed to his 
charge. 

Upon his return to Annecy he would not touch a farthing 
of his revenue for the eighteen months he wasabfentj but gave 
it to his cathedra], faying, it could not be his, for he had not 
earned it. He applied himfelf to preaching, inftructing and 
hearing confeflions with greater zeal than ever. In a plague 
which raged there, he daily expofed his own life to aflift his 
flock. The faint often met with injurious treatment, and very 
reviling words, which he ever repaid with fuch mcekneft 
and beneficence, as never failed to gain his very enemies. 
A lewd wretch, exafperated againit him for his zeal againft 
a wicked harlot, forged a letter of intrigue in the holy 
prelate's name, which made him pais for a profligate and a hy- 
pocrite with the duke of Nemours and many others ; the ca- 
lumny reflecled alfo on the nuns of the Vilitation. Two years 
alter, the authour of it lying on his death bed called in witnefles, 
publickly juftified the faint, and made an open confeflion of the 

flander and forgery. The faint had ever an entire confidence 
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in the divine providence, was ever full of joy, and refigned to 
all the appointments of heaven, to which he committed all 
events. He had a fovereign contempt of all earthly things, 
whether riches, honours, dangers, or fufferings. He confi- 
dered only God and his honour in all things : his foul perpe- 
tually breathed nothing but his love and praifes ; nor could 
he contain this fire within his breaft, for it difcovcred itfelf in his 
countenance ; which, efpecially whilft he faid mafs, or diftri- 
buted the blefTed eucharift, appeared mining, as it were, with 
rays of glory and breathing a holy fervour. Often he could 
not contain himfelf in his converfation, and would thus ex- 
prefs himfelf to his intimate friends : " Did you but know how 
* c God treats my heart, you would thank his goodnefs, and 
cc beg for me the ftrength to execute the infpirations which he 
cc communicates to me. My 'heart is filled with an inexprefTible 
cc defire to be for ever facrificed to the pure and holy love of 
*' my Saviour. Oh ! It is good to live, to labour, to rejoice 
" only in God. By his grace I will for evermore be nothing 
* c to any creature 5 nor lhall any creature be any thing to me 
* 6 but in him and for him." At another time he cried out to a ' 
devout friend : cc Oh ! If I knew but one firing of my heart 
<c which was not all God's, I would inftantly tear it out. Yes; 

if I knew that there was one thread in my heart which was 
* c not marked with the crucifix, I would not keep it one mo- 
" ment." 

In the year 1622, he received an order from the duke of Sa- 
voy to go to Avignon to wait on Lewis XIII. who had 
juft finifhed the civil wars in Languedoc. Finding himfelf in- 
difpofed he took his laft leave of his friends, faying, he mould 
fee them no more, which drew from them floods of tears. At 
Avignon he was at his prayers during the king's triumphant 
entry, and never went to the window to fee any part of that 
great pomp. He was obliged to attend the king and the car- 
dinal of Savoy to Lyons, where he refufed all the grand apart- 
ments offered him by the intend ant of the province and others, 
to lodge in the poor chamber of the gardincr to the monaflcry 
of the Vifitation: as he was never better pleafed than when he 
could moil imitate the poverty of his Saviour. He received 
from the king and queen-mother, and from all the princes the 
greatcft marks of honour and cftecm : and though indifpofed, 
continued to preach and perform all his functions, efpecially on 
Chriftmas-day and St. John's in the morning. After dinner 
he began to fall gradually into an apoplexy, was put to bed by 
his fcrvant and received extreme- unction ; hut as he had And 
mafs that day, and his vomiting continued, it was thought 

proper not to give him th& Viaticum* He repeated with great 
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fervour: cc My heart and my flefh rejoice in the living God : 
" I will ling the mercies of the Lord to all eternity. When 
" fhall I appear before his face ? Shew me, my beloved ! where 
« thou feedeft, where thou refreft at noon-day. O my God, 
€t my defire is before thee, and my fighs are not hidden frorn, 
" thee. My God and my all ! my defire is that of the hills 
** eternal." Whilft the phyficiahs applied bliftering plaifters, 
and hot irons behind his neck, and a cauftick to the crown of 
his head which burned him to the bone, he fhed abundance 
of tears under excefs of pain, repeating : IVaJh me, O Lord y 
from my iniquities^ and cleanfc ?ne from my fin. Still cleanfe me ?nore 
and more, " What do I here, my God, diftant from thee, fepa- 
" rated from thee ? 3 ' And to thofe about him : tc Weep not, my 
" children, Muft not the will of God be done ?" One fuggefting 
to him the prayer of St. Martin : " If I am frill neceflary for thy 
" peoplc,I refufe not to labour he feemed troubled at being com- 
pared to fo great a faint, and faid, he was an unprofitable fer- 
vant, whom neither God nor his people needed. His apoplexy 
increafing, though flowly, he feemed at lair to lofe his fenfes, 
and happily expired on the feafl of Holy Innocents, the twen- 
ty-eighth of December, at eight o'clock at night, in the year 
1622, the fifty-fixth of his age. and the twentieth of his 
epifcopacy. . His corpfe was embalmed, and carried with the 
greatefr. pomp to Annecy, where he had dire6ted by will it 
fhould be interred. It was laid in a magnificent tomb near the 
high altar in the church of the firft monaftery of the Vifitation. 
After his beatification by Alexander VII. in 1 661, it was placed up- 
on the altar in a rich filver fhrine. He was canonized in 1665, 
by the fame pope, and his feafl: fixed to the twenty- ninth of 
January, on which day his body was conveyed to Annecy. His 
heart was .kept in a leaden cafe, in the church of the Vifita- 
tion at Lyons : it was afterwards expofed in a filver one, and 
'aftly in one of gold given by king Lewis XIII. Many mi- 
racles, as the raifing to life two perfons who were drowned, 
the curing of the blind, paralytick and others, were authenti- 
cally attested to have been wrought by his 1 clicks and intercef- 
fion ; not to mention thofe he had performed in his lifetime, 
cfpecially during his miffions. Pope Alexander VII. then cardinal 
Chigi, and plenipotentiary in Germany, Lewis XIII. XIV. and 
Olivers, attributed their cures in fieknefh to this faint's patronage. 

Among his ordinary remarkable layings, we read that he of- 
ten repeated to bilhup Camus, tc 'I "hat truth mull be always 
" charitable \ for bitter zeal does harm inftead of good. Rc- 
<c prehenlkms are a food of hard digeflinn, and ought to bo 
t; dreffed on a fiie of burning charity fo well, that all harfh- 
,c nefs be taken offj other wife, like unripe fruit, they will only 
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produce gripings. Charity feeks not itfelf nor its own interefts, 
< c but purely the honour and iritereft of God : pride, vanity and 
pallion caufe bitternefs and harflinefs : a remedy injudicioufly 
applied may be a poifom A judicious filence is always better 
" than a truth fpoken without charity." St. Francis feeing a 
fcandalous prieft thrown into prifon fell at his feet, and with 
tears conjured him to have companion on him, his paftor, on 
his religion which he fcandalized, and on his own foul : which 
fweetnefs converted the other fo that he became an example of 
virtue. By his patience and meeknefs under all injuries he 
overcame the mofr, obflinate., and ever after treated them with 
lingular affection, calling them dearer friends, becaufe regained. 
A great prelate obferved from his example that the meek are 
kings of others heaits, which they powerfully attract, andean 
turn as they pleafe. 

On the fame DAY 

St. SuIpitius Sever us, Prieft, and Difciple of St. Martin, 
He was born in Aquitain, of a rich and illuftrious Roman family, 
and furpafled all his contemporaries in eloquence at the bar. He 
loft his wife, a lady of confular family, foon after his marriage: 
this accident contributed to wean his heart entirely from the world. 
But whereas St. Paulinus had diftributed his whole fortune among 
the- poor at once, SuIpitius referved his ellates to himfelf and his 
heirs, employing the yearly revenue in alms and works of piety, 
fo that he was no more than a fervant of the church and the poor, 
to keep accounts for them. He fuffered much from the cenfures of 
friends who condemned his retreat, having chofen for his folitude 
a cottage of Primuliac. In his kitchen nothing was ever dreffed 
but pulfe and herb.*-, boiled without any feafoning except a little 
vinegar: he ear alfo coarfe bread. He and his few difciples had no 
other beds but ftraw or fackcloth fpread on the ground. He fet 
at liberty feveral of his Haves, and admitted them and fome of his 
old domellicks to familiar intercourfe and convcrfation. He often 
vifitcd the great St. Martin, committed himfelf to his direction in 
393, and ltudied to imitate his virtues. He built two churches at 
Primuliac, for which he .begged of St. Paulinus fome relicks, who 
fent him a piece of the crofs on which our Saviour was crucified, 
with the hiilory of its difcovery by St. Helena ( i ). Theie two 
faints fent frequent p»efents to each other of poor garments or the 
like things iuitable to a penitential liie ; upon which they make in 
their letters beautiful pious reflection:;, that fliew how much they were 
nccu Homed to raile their thoughts to t.iod from every object, hi. 
SuIpitius w rote an abridgement of the facred and ecelefiaflical hi- 
ilory from the beginning of the woikl to his own time, with Jo 
much elegance, coneifencis and perfpieuity, I lint tins work procured 

him the name of the Cbrijliun Saliujt ; it is even preferred to the hi- 
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ftories of the Romans, and to all other abridgements, notwithftand-. 
ing fome faults in ancient chronology. He compiled the life of 
St. Martin, in 307, before the death of that faint; and three dia- 
logues after his death to fupply omiifions in the former work, la 
his letter to Aurelius (2), he places a gieat confidence of obtaining 
the divine blefiings in the prayers of St. Martin in heaven. After 
his death our faint patted five years in his cell at Marmouticr. His 
feftival was kept at that place with great folemni y on the twenty- 
ninth of January, as Guibertus of Gemblours teftifies, and he is 
named in the Roman martyrology. His il>le is pure and elegant 
and much commended by VoiTius, Jofeph Scalier, an d others- 
St. Sulpitius Severus, St Jerom, Laclantius and Ivlinutius Felix are 
read among the claiTicks.— — See his hpiltlca, and Tillemont, 
T. 12. 

St. Gild as the Wise, or Badonicus. He was fon of a vir- 
tuous prince, who reigned at Alcluyd, now Dunbarton, in Scotland- 
Leaving his eldeft brother to fucceed his father, he with his three 
other brothers renounced the world, became a difciple of St. 
iltutjs, in Glamorganshire, afterwards vifucd the tombs of the 
apoftles at Rome, and during the Saxon invafion of Britain, 
fettled in Eritany, where he founded the monaitery or Ruis, 
which ftill bears his name near Vannes, of which city he is 
the patron. He died in his beloved folitude in the ifle of Horata 
on that coaft, according to Ufhcr, in 570, but according to Ralph of 
Dine, in 581 . He wrote eight canons of difcipline, and a fevere in- 
vective againft the crimes of the Britons, or iJe excidio Britannia' , to 
confound thofe whom he was not able to convert ; and whom God 
in punifhment delivered fir ft to the plunders of the Scots and Picts, 
and afterwards to the perfidious Saxons, the moll fierce of all na- 
tions. He reproaches their, kings Conltantine, Conan > Vortipor, 
Cuneglas and Maglocune with horrible crimes; but Conftantine was 
foon after fincerely converted, as Gale informs us from an old 
Welch chronicle.. According to John Fordun^), he refigned his 
crown, became a monk, preached the faith to the Scots and Pitts, 
and died in Kintyre by martyrdom. But the Scots apoftle fecms to 
have been another faint of the fame name, a little more ancient 
than the former (a). Our Gildas alfo wrote an invective againft the 
clergy of Britain, whom he accufes of floth, of feldom lacrificing 
at the altar, Sec (£>). 

St. Gildas Ubanicus was a monk of Glaftenbnry. in which mo- 
nailery he died* and was buried in 512. William of Malmefbu- 
ry (4), and John Fordun (5) mention his prophecies and miracles* 

Gale 

(2) Inter, op. S. Paulini, p. 534. (3) Scoti-chr c. 26. 

[■[) J)e Antiq. Glafton. ■ (5) Scoti-chr. c. 22. 

(«) Giklas's Epiflxila <tc exci- (/>) His < /Jlhuitio C /*•>■/ is ex- 
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Gale has cleared up the dirpute about the Gildas's, and demo 
Urates them to have been ditfinct. perfons. 



JANUARY 30. 

St. J O H N, the Almoner, Patriarch of 

Alexandria, C.- 

His life written by his two vicars y S. Sophronius and John Mojchrn^ 
is lojl ; hut we have that by Leontius, btjhop of Naploufe, in Cy- 
pries, from the relation of the faint's clergy commended in the fe- 
venth general council. It is publijhed correct in Rofweide and 
Bollandus. 

A. D. 619. 

QT. John received his furname from his profufe almfdeedf, 
O He was nobly defcended, very rich, and a widower, at 
,A math us in Cyprus, where having buried all his children, he 
employed the whole income of his eftate in the relief of the 
poor, and was no lefs remarkable for his great piety. The re- 
putation of his fanctity raifed him to the patriarchal chair of 
Alexandria about the year 608 , at which time he was upwards 
of fifty years of age. On his arrival in that city he ordered an 
cxa£r. lift to be taken of his Matters. Being afked who thefe 
were, his anfwer was: " The poor:" namely, on account of 
their great in tereft in the court of heaven in behalf of their be- 
nefactors (1 ). Their number amounted to 750, whom lie 
took under his fpecial prote&ion, and furnifticd with all ncccf- 
faries. He prepared himfelf by this a£Hon to receive the iull- 
nefs of grace in his confceration. On the fame day he pub- 
lifhed feverc ordinances, but in the moft humble terms, con- 
juring and commanding all to ufc juft weights and mcafures, in 
order to prevent injultices and opprcflions of the poor. He 
moft rigoroufly forbad all his officers and fcrvants ever to re- 
ceive the lead prefents, which are no better than bribes and 
bias the moft impartial. Every Wedncfday ami Friday 
he iat the whole day on a bench before the church, that all 
might have free accefs to him to lay their grievances before mm, 
find make known their ncccffttics. He compofed all differences, 



(1) Luke xvi. v. 9. 
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Icomforted the afflicted and relieved the difrrefted. One of his 
ifirft anions at Alexandria was, to diftribute the eighty thoufand 
| pieces of gold, which he found in the treafury of his church, 
'amono- hofpitals and monafteries. He confecrated to the fervice 
Spf * ne poor the great revenues of his fee, then the firft in all 
l : the Eaft, both in riches and rank. Befides thefe, incredible 
f charities flowed through his hands, in continual ftreams, which 
i his example excited every one to contribute according to their 
.. abilities. When his ftewards complained that he impoverifhcd 
k his church, his anfwerwas, that God would provide for them. To 
i vindicate his conduct and filence their complaints, he recounted 
r to them a vifion he had in his youth of a beautiful woman, 
brighter than the fun with an olive garland on her head, whom 
i Jie underftood to be Charity or compaffion for the miferable ; 
gwho faid to him : cc I am the eldeft daughter of the great king. 
If you enjoy my favour, I will introduce you to the great mo- 
" narch of the univerfe. No one has fo great an intereft with 
" him as myfelf, who was the occafion of his coming down 
from heaven to become man for the redemption of man- 
J," kind'" When the Perfians had plundered the Eaft, and 
if lacked Jerufalem, St. John entertained all that fled from their 
jjfwords into Egypt; and fent to Jerufalem, for the ufe of the 
I poor there, befides a large fum of money, 1000 facks of corn, as 
£ many of pulfe, 1000 pounds of iron, 1000 load of fifh, 1000 
I barrels of wine, and 1000 Egyptian workmen to affift in re- 
* building the churches : adding in his letter to Modeftus the 
Ijbifhop, that he wiflied it had been in his power to have gone 
jjin pcrfon and contributed the labour of his hands towards car- 
s' rying on that holy work. He alfo fent two bifhops and an ab- 
jbotto ranfom captives. No number of neccflitous objects, no 
jlo/Tes, no freights to which he faw him/elf often reduced, dif- 
jcouniged him, or made him loie his confidence in divine pro- 
vidence, and refourccs never failed him in the end. When a 
certain pcrfon whom he had privately relieved with a mo ft 
bountiful alms, cxprcficd his gratitude in the flrongcft terms, 
the faint cut him more, faying : <c Brother, I have not yet fpilt 
" my blood for you, as Jefus Chrift my mafter and my God 
" commands me." A certain merchant, who had been thrice 
ruined by Ihip wrecks, had as often found relief from the good 
patriarch, who the third time gave him a fhip belonging to the 
church, laden with 20,000 meafures of corn. "Phis vcJltl wan 
"riven by a ftorm to the BritHh Iflands, and a famine raging 
there, the owners fold their cargo to great advantage, and 
"lought back a confiderablc value in exchange, one halt in 
money, the other in newtcr. 

live 
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The patriarch lived himfelf in the greatefl aufterity andpo 
verty as to diet, apparel, and furnituie. A perfon of difti nc . 
tion in the city being informed that our faint had but one 
blanket on his bed, and this a very-forry one, fen t him one 
of value, begging his acceptance of it, and that he would make 
ufe of it for the fake of the donor. He accepted of it and put 
It to the intended ufe, but it was only for one night; and this 
he parTed in great uneafmefs and fevere felf-reproaches for be. 
ing fo richly covered, while fo many of his majlers^ his fami- 
liar term for the poor, were fo ill accommodated. The next 
morning he fold it and gave the price to the poor. The friend 
being informed of it bought it for thirty-fix pieces, andgaveit 
him a fecond, and a third time ; for the faint always difpofed of it 
the fame way, fa\ ing facetioufiy : 4C We fliall fee who will be 
cc tired firtt." He was very well verfed in the fcriptures, tho' 
a ftranger to the pomp of profane eloquence. The functions 
of his miniftry, prayer and pious reading employed his whole 
time. He fludied with great circumfpection to avoid the leaft 
idle word, and never chofe to fpe«:k about temporal affairs, un- 
left compelled by necefllty, and then only in very few words. 
If he heard any detract from the reputation of their neighbour, 
he was ingenious in turning the difcourfe to fome other fub- 
jeft, and he forbad them his houfe, to deter others from 
that vice. Hearing that when an emperour was chofen it 
was cuftomary for certain carvers to prefent to him four or 
five blocks of marble, to choofe one out of them for his 
tomb, he caufed his grave to' be half dug, and appointed 
a man to come to him on all occafions of pomp, and fay: 
61 My lord, your tomb is unfinifhed : be pleafcd to give your 
<f orders to have it com pleated ; for you. know not the hour 
c£ when death will feize you." The remembrance of the ri- 
gorous account which we are to give to God, made him often 
burft into the molt pathetick exprcilions of holy fear. But hu- 
mility was his diftinguifhing virtue, and he always cxprolM 
both in words and adtions the deepelt lentimcnts of his 
own nothingnefs, fmfulneft, miferies and pride. He often ad* 
mired how perfectly the faints favv their own imperfections, 
and that they were dull, woims, and unwoithy to be ranked 
among men. 

The faint regarded injuries as his preatcft gain and happ- 
jiefs. in: always difan'ned his enemies of their rancour by 
Mieekneis, and frequently fell .it die feet of thofe who iniulP 
him, to hep; their "pardon. NiceUis, the govcmniir, had fbiOT 
u project- of a newt. x, very prejudicial to the poor. J' 11 ' 
patriarch niodefily fpuke iniheir defence. The governour ina 
pailion left him abruntly. St. john lent him tins mcfldge tow*"* 

1 * evening: 
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evening: <fi The fun is going to fet :' ? putting him in mind of 

the advice of the apoiile : Let not the fun go c/ozon upon 
your anger. This admonition had its intended efFedt on the 
governour, and pierced him to the quick. He arofe and went to 
the patriarch bathed in tears, afked his pardon, and by way of 
atonement promifed never more to give ear to informers and 
tale-bearers. St* John confirmed him in that refolinior •, adding, 
that he never believed any man whatever again ft another, rill he 
himfelf had examined the party ai.cufed ; and that he pu.:i£hed 
all calumniators and tale-bearers in a manner which might 
deter others from fo fatal a vLe. Having in vain exhorted a 
certain nobleman to forgive one with whom he was at variance, 
he Toon after invited him to his private chapel to alfift at his 
mate, and there defired him to recite with him the Lord's 
prayer. The faint ftopt at that petition : Forgive us our tref- 
pajjes, as we forgive thofe that trefpaf againft us. When the 
nobleman had recited it alone, he conjured him to rcflc£t on 
[what he had been faying to God at the hi ur of the tremendous 
myfteries, begging to be pardoned in the fame manner as he for- 
gave others. The other feeling himfelf {truck to the heart, 
fell at his feet, and from that moment was fincerely reconciled 
with his adverfary. The faint often exhorted men againft rafti 
[judgment, faying: cc Circumftances eafily deceive us: mao-i- 
i" ft rates are bound to examine and judge criminals ; but what 
" have private perfons to do with others, unlefs it be to vindi- 
" cate them I" He ufed to relate many examples of perfons 
who were found innocent and eminent faints, though they had 
been condemned by the world upon circumftances ; as that of a 
certain monk who brought to that city a Jewefs, whom he had 
converted, but was a ecu fed as guilty of lewd nets with her, and 
cruelly fcourged ; for he faid nothing to juftify himfelf, out of a 
defire of humiliation and fuffering. But his innocence and 
fanflity were foon after brought to light. St. John employed 
Sophronius and John Mofchus in reducing to the faith the Sevc- 
rians and other hereticks. Obfcrving that many amu fed them- 
felves without the church during part of the divine office which 
was then of a very confidcrable length, he followed them out, 
and feated himfelf among them, faying : cc My children, the 
" ihepherd muft be with his flock." This aclion, which 
covered them with confulion, prevented their being guilty of 
that irreverence any more. As he was one day going to church, 
he was accofled on the way by a woman, who demanded ju- 
flice againft her fon-in-law that had injuieil her. The woman 
being ordered by fome flan tiers- by to wait the patriarch's rc- 
lum horn church, he overhearing them, faid : " How can I 
hope that God will hear my prayer, if I put oil" the petition 

" of 
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<c of this woman ?" Nor did he ftir from the place till he had 
redreffed the grievance complained of. 

Nicetas, the governour, perfuaded the faint to accompany 
him to Conftantinople, to pay a vifit to the emperour. St, 
John was admonifhed from heaven whilfl: he was on his road' 
at Rhodes, that his death drew near, and faid to Nicetas* 
* tf You invite me to the emperour of the earth ; but the king 
* c of heaven calls me to. himfelf." He therefore failed for Cy- 
prus, and foon after died happily at Amathus, about the year 
of our Lord 619, in the nxty-fourth of his age, and tenth of 
his patriarchal dignity. He is honoured both by the Latins and 
Greeks - 3 but on different days. 

On the fame DAY 

St. Martina, V. M. She was a noble Roman virgin, who 
glorified God, fuffering many torments and a cruel death for hi? 
faith in the capital city of the world, in the third century. There 
tfood a chapel confecrated to her memory, in Rome, which was fre- 
quented with great devotion in the time of St. Gregory the Great. 
Her rclicks were difcovered in a vault, in the ruins of her old church 
and tranflated with great pomp in the year 1634, under pope Ur- 
ban VIII. who built a new church in her honour, and compofed 
himfelf the hymns ufed in her office in the Roman Breviary. The 
city of Rome ranks her among its particular patrons. 

St. Aldegondes. V. Abbefs. She was daughter of Walbert of 
the royal blood of France, and born in Haynault about the year 
630. She confecrated herfelf to God by a vow of virginity, when 
very young, and refilled all folicitations to marriage, ferving God 
in the houfe of her holy parents, till in 661, fhe took the religious 
veil, and founded ai d governed a great houfe of holy virgins at 
Maubeuge. The original act. of this foundation is extant, and be- 
gins thus : " What more prudent counfel can any one follow that 
to purchafc eternal glory for perifhable goods ? Wherefore I Al- 
degondes, moved by the divine call, and encouraged by the hea- 
venly voice of the go! pel, which invites us, faying : Ifhojawtr 

Jhall Is five father or /not her, or tvi/i or children, or lands, for M 
fake % jbttll teceiwe a hundred/old, and /hall poffefs lift' evetlnfing (_')• 
ardently defiling to obtain the ell efts of this promife. and having 
renounced matrimony and the world, have chearfully given anu 
and do give all my poflciiions to Jefus Chrift, with the confrntoi 
the king, princes, bifhops, and others in authority over mc, w 
the ufc of the filter:,, who ferve Jefus Ch rill night and tiny, at 
Maubeujrc I give to them the borough of Maubeuge, with nil 
its appurtenance:;. .1 give alio the villages and manors uiukr- 
*» written .... Given before the altar of our Lady and the h[)ly 
** npuille.s. in the twentieth year of the reign of the noble king 
•« J)agobert, ligned Aubertus, biihop, Amandin*, bilhop, <>^' niI> ' 
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** bidiop, &c," The holy foundrefs never {hewed fo much joy, as 
when (he had made this facrifice at the foot of the crucifix. She 
was favoured* with an eminent gift of prayer, and many revelations ; 
but was often tried by violent flanders and perfections which 
tfie looked upon as the higheft favours of the divine mercy, beg- 

1 gi°g °f ^od ^ at ^ e nii g ilt De found worthy to fufFer full more 
I for his fake, flis divine providence fent her a lingering and molt 
I painful cancer in her breaft. The faint bore the torture of her di- 



itemper, alfo the caufticks and inciflons of the furgeons, not on- 
ly with patience, but even with joy, and expired in raptures of 
1 iweet love, January 30, 684. Her relicks are depofited in the great 
b church of Maubeuge, where her monaftery is now a college of 
noble virgins canoneffes. See her life in Bollandus, Mirasus, 
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JANUARY 31. 

St. PETER NOLASCO, ConfefTor, 
Founder of the Order of our Lady for 
the Redemption of Captives. 

From the annals of his Order and Bollandus, — See Bailht 7 and the 

Hiji. des Ordres ReL by F. Helyot. 

A. D. 1258. 

PETER, of the noble family of Nolafco, in Lan- 
guedoc, was born in the clioccfe of St. Papoul, about 
the year 11 89. His parents were very rich, but far more 
iHuftrious for their virtue. Peter, whilft an infant, cried at 
the fight of a poor man, till fomcthing was given him to 
bellow on the object of his companion. In his childhood 
he gave to the poor whatever he received for his own ufe. 
He was exceeding comely and beautiful ; but innocence and 
virtue were his greatcfl ornaments. It was his pious cu- 
ftoni to give a very large alms to the firft poor man he met 
every morning, without being afked. He rofo at midnight, and 
aflifled at mat tins in the church, as then the more devout part 
°f the laity ufed to do together with all the clergy. At the 
age of fifteen he loft his father, who left him heir to a great 

eltat<i ; and he remained at home under the government of his 

pious 
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pious mother, who brought him up in extraordinary fentiments 
and practices of virtue. Being folicited to marry, he betook 
himfelf to the ferious confideration of the vanity of all earthly 
things ; and rifing one night full of thofe thoughts, proftrated 
himfelf in fervent prayer, which he continued till morning, 
moft ardently devoting himfelf to God in ftate of celibacy, and 
dedicating his whole patrimony to the promoting of his divine 
honour. He followed Simon of Monrfort, general of the holy 
war againft the Amgenfcs, an heretical fec~t, which had filled 
Languedoc with great cruelties, and overfpread it with univcrlal 
defecation. That count vanquifhed them, and in the battle of 
Muret defeated and killed Peter, king of Arragon, and took 
his ion James prifoner, a chi'd of fix years old. The con- 
q.'erour having the moil: tender regard and companion for the 
prince his pnloner, appointed Peter Nolafco then twenty-five 
years old, his tutor, and fent them both together into Spain. 
Peter in the midft of the court of the king at Barcelona (<?}, 
where the kings of Arragon refided, led the life of a reclufe, 
praclifing the aufterities of a cioifter. He gave no part of his 
time to amufements, but fpent all the moments which the in- 
itruction of his pupil left free, in holy prayer, meditation and 
pious reading. The Moors at that time were pofleffed of a 
confiderable part of Spain, and great numbers of cliriftians 
groaned under their tyranny in a miferable flavery both there 
and in Africa. Companion for the poor had always been the 
diftinguifhing virtue of Peter. The light of fo many moving 
objects in captivity, and the confideration of the fpiritual dan- 
gers to which their faith and virtue flood expofed under their 
Mahometan matters, touched his heart to the quick, and he 
foon fpent his whole eftate in redeeming as many as he 
could. Whenever he faw any poor chriftian flaves he ufed 
to fay : <c Behold eternal treafures which never fail." By his 
difcourfes he moved others to contribute large alms towards 
this charity, and at laft formed a projecSf. of inftituting a religious 
Order for a conftant fupply of men and means whereby to carry 
on fo charitable an undertaking. This defign met with great 
obftaclcs in the execution : but the Blcflcd Virgin, the true 
Mother of mercy, appearing to St. Peter, the king, and St. 
Raymund of Pennaforr, in diftinft vifions the fame night, en- 
couraged them to profecittc the holy fchemc under the ailurancc 
of her patronage and protection. St. Raymund was the !|m> 

tual director both of St. Peter and of the king, and a zealous 

pro- 

(ti) A a p.tury before, the title, and had joined Catalonia 
counts of l>ar< "loiia \\ c r» ijcrojne tu Arraj'on, making Harecloi^ 
kings of AiiajMui by v It-uiale ihcir t liief iclidcace and capital* 



* 

Jan. 31. St. PETER NOLASCO. 20c* 

promoter of this charitable work. The king declared himfelf 
the protector of the Order, and afligned them a large quarter of 
his own palace for their abode. All things being fettled for 
laying the foundation of it, on the feaft of St. Laurence, in 
the year 1223, the king and St. Raymund conducted St. Peter 
to the church and prefented him to Berengarius, the bifhop of 
Barcelona, who received his three folemn religious vows, to 
which the faint added a fourth to devote his whole fubftance 
and his very liberty, if neceflary, to the ranfoming of flaves; the 
like vow he required of all his followers, St. Raymund made an 
edifying difcourfe on the occafion, and declared from the pul- 
pit, in the prefence of this auguft afTembly, that it had pleafed 
Almighty God to reveal to the king, to Peter Nolafco, and to 
himfelf, his will for the inftitution of an Order for the redemp- 
tion of the faithful, detained in bondage among the infidels. 
This was received by the people with the greatelt acclamations 
of joy, happy prefages of the future fuccefs of the holy infti- 
tute (a). After this difcourfe, St. Peter received the new habit 
(as Mariana and pope Clement VIII. in his bull fay) from 
St. Raymund, who eftablifhed him firft general of this new Or- 
der, and drew up for it certain rules and conftitutions. Two 
other gentleman were profefTed at the fame time with St. Peter, 
When St. Raymund went to Rome, ?ie obtained from pope Gre- 
gory IX. in the year 1235, the confirmation of this Order, and of 
the rule and conftitutions he had drawn up. He wrote an account 
of this from Rome to St. Peter, informing him, how well pleafed 
his Holinefs was with the wifdom and piety of the inftitute. The 
religious chofc a white habit to put them continually in mind 
of innocence: they wear a fcapular, which is likewife white : 
but the king would oblige them for his fake, to bear the royal 
arms of Arragon, which are interwoven on their habit upon 
the breaft. Their numbers increafing very fa ft, the faint pe- 
tioncd the king for another houfe 5 who, on this occafion, 
built for them, in 1232, a magnificent convent at Barce- 
lona {b) % 

Vol. I. P Kin- 

(</) Tour on in the life of St. Raymund, p. 20- quotes an ori- 
ginal letter of St Raymund, which mentions this revelation. 

to s'uard the co'lls :i*rainll the 
Saraeeir'., but were obliged to 
choir when not on duty. St Pe- 
ter himk'll' was never ordained 
priell 1 and the fir (I feven gene- 
rals or commander;, were cuoicn 

out 



(l>) This Order confided at firft 
of fomu hfg/j/j, who were d relied 
like feeulars, wearing only a fcarf 
or Iciipular ; and of f iars who 
Were in holy orders, and attend- 
ed the choir. The knidits were 
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King James having conquered the kingdom of Valentia, 
founded in it feveral rich convents ; one was in the city of Valentia 
which was taken by the aid of the prayers of St. Peter when 
the foldicrs had defpaired of fuccefs, tired out by the obftinacy 
of the befieged and ftrength of the place. In thankfgiving for 
this victory, the king built the rich monaftery in the royal 
palace of Uneza, near the fame city, on a fpot where an image 
of our Lady was dug up, which is fliJI preferved in the church 
of this convent, and is famous for pilgrimages. It is called the 
monaftery of our Lady of ?nercy del PuJje (i). That prince at- 
tributed to the prayers of St. Peter thirty great victories which 
he obtained over the infidels, and the entire conqueft of the two 
kingdoms of Valentia and Murcia. St. Peter after his religious 
profefHon renounced all his bufinefs at court, and no intreaties of 
the king could ever after prevail with him to appear there but once, 
and this was upon a motive of charity to reconcile two powerful 
noblemen, who by their diiTention had divided the whole king- 
dom and kindled a civil war. The faint ordained that two 
members of the Order fhould be fent together amongft the infi- 
dels to treat about the ranfom of chriftian flaves, and thcfe are 
hence called ranfo?ners. One of the two firft employed in this 
pious work was our faint ; and the kingdom of Valentia was 
the firft place that was blcfTed with his labours : the fecond was 
that of Granada. He not only comforted and ranfomed a great 
number of captives, but by his charity and other rare virtues 

was the happy inftrument of inducing many of the Mahome- 
tans 

(i) Podienfis. 



out of the knights, though the 
friars were always more nume- 
rous. Raymund Albert, in 1317* 
was the fjrll pi left who was raifed 
to that dignity ; and the popes 
Clement V. and John XXI I. or- 
dered 1 Imt the Ci'encral ihould be 
always ;i pricll : after which, the 
knights were incorporated into 
i.rh'jr military Orders, or were 
rarclf renewed. It is ililcd, 
*' the royal military religious 
*< Oidei of our Lady of mercy 
for the rcdeir.pl ion of cap- 
4t iivc&. It is divide d inio cum- 
in ;i nil erics, which in Spain are 
very rich. Jt has eijdil provinces 
in Ameiiea, three in Spain, and 
mxxc, the poorcil, in the Jbutiicni 



parts of France, called the pro- 
vince of Guicnnc, Whereas this 
Order is not bound to many extra- 
ordinary domeflick aufteririci, a 
reformation, obliging the mem- 
bers to go barefoot, was cfta- 
blifhcd amon^lt them in the fix- 
teenth century, and approved hy 
pope Clement VII I. It obfervri 
tin: ilricteH poverty, recollection, 
foJitude and abilinence, and has 
two pi evinces in Spain, and one in 
Sicily, bciides {evcral nunneries. 
Jr was creeled by 1«\ John ttap- 
till (ionzales, or of the holy J< 1 * 
asiw.ut, who died in the year 
16 1 8, and is faid to have been 

honouicd with miracles. 



Jan. 31. St. S E R A P I O N, M. 21 1 

tans to embrace the faith of Chrift. He made feveral other 
tourneys to the coafts of Spain, befides a voyage to Algiers, 
where, among other fuffenngs, he underwent imprifonment for 
the faith. But the mofr. terrifying dangers could never make 
him defift from his pious endeavours for the converfion of the 
infidels, burning with a holy defire of martyrdom. He begged 
earneftly of his Order to be releafed from the burden of his ge- 
neral/hip : but by his tears could only obtain the grant of a 
vicar to aflift him in the difchargeof it. He employed himfelf 
in the meaner! offices of his convent, and coveted above all 
things to have the diftribution of the dz\\y alms at the gate of 
the monaftery : he at the fame time inftrucled the poor in 
the knowledge of God and in virtue. St. Lewis IX. of 
France wrote frequently to him, and defired much to fee him. 
The faint waited on him in Languedoc, in the year 1 243, 
and the king, who tenderly embraced him, requefted him to 
accompany him in his expedition to recover the holy Land. 
St. Peter earneftly defired it, but was hindered by ficknefs, with 
which he was continually afflicted during the laft years of his 
life, the effect of his fatigues and aufterities, and he bore it with 
incomparable patience. In 1249, ne refigned the offices of 
Ranfomer and General, which was fix or feven years before his 
death. This happened on Chriftmas-day 1256. In his agony 
he tenderly exhorted his religious to perfeverance, and concluded 
with thofe words of the pfalmift : Our Lord hath fent redemption 
to his people ; he hath commanded his covenant for ever ( 2 ) . He 
then recommended his foul to God by that charity with which 
Chrift came from heaven to redeem us from the captivity of the 
devil, and melting into tears of compunction and divine 
love, he expired, being in the fixty-feventh year of his age. 
His rclicks are honoured by many miracles. He was ca- 
nonized by pope Urban VIII. His feftival was appointed 
by Clement VIII. to be kept on the thirty-firft of Ja- 



nuary 



On the fame DAY 



St. Se ration, M. He was a zealous Englishman, whom St. 
peter Nolafeo received into his Order at Barcelona. He made two 
journeys among the Moors for the ranfom of captives, in 1 24.0. The 
full was to JVlurcia, in which he purchafed the liberty of ninety-eight 
flaves : the fecond to Algiers, in which he redeemed eighty -feven, 
»'«it remained himfelf a hollage for the full payment or" the money. 
He boldly preached Chrift to the Mahometans, and baptised i'c- 
vural; for which he was cruelly tortured, fco urged, cut and man- 

glee!, 



(2) TC ex. o« 
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King James having conquered the kingdom of Valentia, 
founded in it feveral rich convents ; one was in the city of Valentia 
which was taken by the aid of the prayers of St. Peter when 
the foldicrs had defpaired of fuccefs, tired out by the obftinacy 
of the befieged and ftrength of the place. In thankfgiving for 
this victory, the king built the rich monaftcry in the royal 
palace of Uneza, near the fame city, on a fpot where an image 
of our Lady was dug up, which is flill preierved in the church 
of this convent, and is famous for pilgrimages. It is called the 
monaftcry cf our Lady of mercy del Puche (i). That prince at- 
tributed to the prayers of St. Peter thirty great victories which 
he obtained over the infidels, and the entire conqueff. of the two 
kingdoms of Valentia and Murcia. St. Peter after his religious 
profeflion renounced all his bufinefs at court, and no intreaties of 
the king could ever after prevail with him to appear there but once, 
and this was upon a motive of charity to reconcile two powerful 
noblemen, who by their diflention had divided the whole king- 
dom and kindled a civil war. The faint ordained that two 
members of the Order fhould be fent together amongft the infi- 
dels to treat about the ranfom of chriftian Haves, and thefe are 
hence called ranfo?ners. One of the two firft employed in this 
pious work wa^ our faint ; and the kingdom of Valentia was 
the firft place that was blcffed with his labours : the fecond was 
that of Granada. He not only comforted and ranfomed a great 
number of captives, but by his charity and other rare virtues 

was the happy inflrument of inducing many of the Mahome- 
tans 

(i) Podicnfis. 



out of the knights, though the 
friars were always more nume- 
rous. Raymund Albert, in 1317. 
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to iliat dignity ; and the popes 
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always a pried : a iter which, the 
knight:, were incorporated into 
i.th'jv military Orders, or were 
rarely renewed. It is iiiled, 
*' the joyal military religious 
* i Oulei or' <>ur l*m\y of mercy 
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parts of France, called the pro- 
vince oi CJuicnne. Whereas this 
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reformation, obliging the mem- 
bers to go barefoot, was eftfl- 
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tans to embrace the faith of Chrift. He made feveral other 
tourneys to the coafts of Spain, befides a voyage to Algiers, 
where, among other fufferings, he underwent imprifonmcnt for 
the faith. But the mo ft terrifying dangers could never make 
him defift from his pious endeavours for the converilon of the 
infidels, burning with a holy defire of martyrdom. He begged 
earnefrJy of his Order to be releafed from the burden of his ge- 
ncralfhip : but by his tears could only obtain the grant of a 
vicar to aflift him in the dHcharge of it. He employed himfelf 
in the meaneft offices of his convent, and coveted above all 
things to have the diftribution of the daily alms at the gate of 
the monaftery : he at the fame time inltrucled the poor in 
the knowledge of God and in virtue. St. Lewis IX. of 
France wrote frequently to him, and defired much to fee him. 
The faint waited on him in Languedoc, in the year 1 243, 
and the king, who tenderly embraced him, requeued him to 
accompany him in his expedition to recover the holy Land. 
St. Peter earneftly defired it, but was hindered by ficknefs, with 
which he was continually afflicted during the laft years of his 
life, the effedt of his fatigues and aufterities, and he bore it with 
incomparable patience. In 1249, he refigned the offices of 
Ranfomer and General, which was fix or feven years before his 
death. This happened on Chriftmas-day 1256. In his agony 
he tenderly exhorted his religious to perfeverance, and concluded 
with thofe words of the pfalmift: Our Lord bath fent redemption 
to bis people 5 he hath commanded his covenant for ever (2). He 
then recommended his foul to God by that chanty with which 
Chrift came from heaven to redeem us from the captivity of the 
devil, and melting into tears of compunction and divine 
love, he expired, being in the fixty-feventh year of his age. 
His reheks are honoured by many miracles. He was ca- 
nonized by pope Urban VIII. His feftival was appointed 
by Clement VIII. to be kept on the thirty-flrfr. of Ja- 



nuary 



On the fame DAY 



St. Si- ration, M. He was a 'zealous Englifhman, whom St. 
Peter Nolafeo received into his Order at Barcelona. He made two 
journeys among the Moors for the ranfoni of captives, in i 240. The 
"HI was to Murcia, in which he purchafed the liberty of ninety-eight 
fhvca : the fecoml to Algiers, in which he redeemed eipjuy-feven, 
I'ut remained himfelf a holt age for the full payment of the money. 
He boldly preached ChrHt to the Mahometans, and baptized ie- 
v 'eral ; for which he was cruelly tortured, fcour^cd, cut and man- 

filed, 



(2) Pf. ex. 9, 
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gled, at length fattened to a crofs, and was thereon ftabbed and 
quartered alive in the fame year 1240. Pope Benedict XIII. de- 
clared him a martyr, and approved his immemorial veneration in his 
Order, by a decree in 1728, as Benedict XIV. relates. L. 2. de 
Canoniz. c. 24. § 42. p. 296. 

St. Cyrus and John, MM. Cyrus, a phyfician of Alexandria, 
who by the opportunities which his profeilion gave him, had con- 
verted many lick perfons to the faith ; and John, an Arabian, hear- 
ing that a lady called Athanaiia and her three daughters, of which 
the eldeft was only fifteen years of age, fufFered torments for the 
name of ChriiT at Canope, in Egypt, went thither to encourage 
them. They were apprehended themfelves, and cruelly beaten : 
their fides were burnt with torches, and fait and vinegar were pour- 
ed into their wounds in theprefence of Athanafia and her daughters, 
who were alfo tortured after them. At length the four ladies, and a few 
clays after, Cyrus and John were beheaded, the two latter on this 
day. The Syrians, Egyptians, Greeks and Latins honour their 
memory. See their acts publifhed by St. Sophronius, commend- 
ed in the feventh general council. 

Alfo St.MARCEiLA, widow- She is ftyled by St. Jerom, the glory 
of the Roman ladies. Having loft her hufband in the feventh 
month of her marriage, (lie rej ecled* the fuit of Cerealis the conful, 
uncle of G alius Caviar, and refolved to imitate the lives of theafce- 

ticks of the Eaft. She abftained from wine and flefh, employed 
all her time in pious reading, prayer, and vifiting the churches of 
the apoftles and martyrs, and never fpoke with any man alone. 
Her example was followed by many virgins of the firft quality who 
put themfelves under her direction, and Rome was in a fhort time 
iilled with monasteries. We have eleven letters of St. Jerom to 
her in anfwer to her religious queries. The Goths under Alarick 
plundered Rome, in 410. St. Marcella was fcourged by them for 
the trcafures which fhe had long before dillributed among the poor. 
All that time flic trembled oniy for her dear fpiritual pupil, Prin- 
cipia, (not her daughter, as fomc have reputed her by milfakc) and 
falling at the feet of the cruel foldicrs. me begged with many tears 
that they would offer her no infult. God moved them to compaf- 
Jion. They conducted them both to the church of St. Paul, to 
which Alarick had granted the right of fanfluary with that of St. 
Peter. St. Marcella who furvived this but a Ihort time, which ilic 
fpent in tears, prayers and thankfgiving, clofed her eyes by a 
happy death in the arms of St. Principia, about the end of Auguft, 
in 4.10. but her name occurs in the Roman marry rology on the 

thirtv-nrftof January. See St, Jerom, Ep. 96. ol. i6.adPrinci # 

piam* T f 4. p. 778. Ed Ben. 
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FEBRUARY i. 



St. IGNATIUS, Bifliop of Antioch, M. 



From his genuine epiftles ; alfo from the a£is of his martyr -dom, and 
Eufebius* See Tillemont, T. 2. p. 191. Cave, T. 1. p. 100. 

A. D. 107. 

QT. Ignatius, furnamed Theophorus a word imply- 
O ing a divine or heavenly perfon, was a zealous convert and 
an intimate difciple of St. John the Evangel ift, alfo of the 
apoftles SS. Peter and Paul who united their labours iii 
planting the faith at Antioch. It was by their direction 
that he fucceeded Evodius about the year 59, in the go- 
vernment of that important fee, as we are told by St. Chry- 
Mom(i), who reprefents him ab a perfecl model of virtue 
in that llation, in which he continued upwards of forty years* 
During the perfecution of Domitian, St. Ignatius defended his 
flock by prayer, fafting, and daily preaching the word of God. 
He rejoiced to fee peace reftorcd to the church on the death of 
that emperour, fo far as this calm might be beneficial to thofe 
committed to his charge : but was apprehenfive that he had not 
attained to the per feci Jove of Chrift nor the dignity of a true 
difciple, becaufe he had not as vet been called to feal the truth 
of his religion with his blood, an honour he fomewhat impa- 
tiently longed for. The peaceable reign of Nerva laired only 
fifteen months. The govcrnours of fcveral provinces renewed 

Vol. I. CL the 

(") Horn, in S. Ignac. T. 2. p. 592. Ed. Eon. Sec alfo Theo* 
doret. Dial. 1. p. 33. 

(«) The accent placed on the tion, one that carrieib God ; but 

pcmiltima of ©fo^o^ac, a3 the of the paflive, carried of (Jod, it 

word is written in the faint's alts, placed on the antcpcnuluma, 
denotes it of an active figiiifica- 
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the perfecution under Trajan his fucceffour ; and it appears from 
Trajan's letter to Pliny the Younger, governour of Bithynia, 
that the chriftians were ordered to be put to death^ if accufed 5 
but it was forbid to make any enquiry after them. That em- 
perour full Led his clemency and bounty to others, and his other 
pagan virtues, by inceft with his fitter, by ah ex cefftve vanity 
which procured him the furname of Parietinus (or Dawber of 
every wall with the infcriptions of his name and aclions) and 
by his blind fuperftition which rendered him a pcrfecutor of the 
true followers of virtue, out of a notion of gratitude to his 
imaginary deities, efpecially after his victories over the Daci 
and Scythians in 101, and 105. In the year 106, which was 
the ninth of his reign, he fet out for the Eaft on an expedition 
againft the Parthians, and made his entry into Antioch on the 
fevcnth of January 197, with the pomp of a triumph. His 
fir ft concern was about the affair of religion and worfhip of the 
gods, and for this rcafon he refolved to compel the chriftians 
either to acknowledge their divinity and facrifice to them, or 
fufter death in cafe of refufal. 

Ignatius as a courageous foldier, being concerned only for 
his flock, willingly fuffered himfelf to be taken, and carried 
before Trajan, who thus accofted him : cc Who art thou, 
wicked demon, that durft tranfgrefs my commands, and per- 
fuade others to perifh." The faint anfwered : « No one 
calls Theophorus a wicked demon." Trajan faid : " Who 
is Theophorus ?" Ignatius anfwered : " He who carrieth 
^ Chrift in his brcaft." Trajan replied : " And do not we 
feem to thee to bear the gods in our breafts, whom we have 
affifting us againft our enemies ?" Ignatius faid : " You err 
in calling thole gods who are no better than devils 5 for 
there is only one God who made heaven and earth, and all 
things that are in them : and one Jefus Chrift, his only Son, 
Ci into whofe kingdom 1 earneftiy deiire to be admitted. " Tra- 
jan faid : cc Do not you mean him that was crucified under 
" Pontius Pilate?" Ignatius anfwered: " The very fame, who 
by his death has crucified with fin its authour, who overcame 
the malice of the devils, and has enabled thole, who bear 
" him in their hcait, to trample on them." Trajan faid: 
ec Dofl thou cany about Chrift within thee ?" Ignatius 
" replied : " Yes ; for it is written : / will dwell and walk 
" hi them^y* Then Trajan diaated the following fen- 
u twice : " It is our will, that Ignatius, who faith that he 
carrieth the crucified man within himfelf, be bound and 
conducted to Rome, to be devoured there by wild bcafts, for 
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(2) 2 Cor. v. 16. 
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« the entertainment of the people." The holy martyr hearing 
this fentence, cried out with joy r " I thank thee, O Lord, fo r 
* c vouchfafing to honour me with this token of. perfect ffcve fo r 
" thee, and to be bound with chains of iron in imitation of thy 
*« apoftle Paul, for thy fake." Having faid this, and prayed fo r 
the church and recommended it with tears to God, he joyfully 
put on the chains, and was hurried away by a favage troop o^ 
foldiers to be conveyed to Rome. His inflamed deiire of lay- 
ing down his life for Chrifl, made bim embrace his fufTerings 
with great joy. 

On his arrival , at Seleucia, a lea-port, about fixteen miles 
from Antioch, he was put on board a Ihip, which was to 
coaft the fouthern and weftern parts of Afia Minor. Why 
this route was pitched upon, confetti ng of fo many windings, 
preferably to a more direct paftage from Seleucia to Rome, is 
not known; probably to render the terrour of his punifhment 
the more extenfive and of the greater force to deter men from 
embracing and perfevering in the faith ; but providence fcems 
to have ordained it for the comfort and edification of ma- 
ny churches. Several chriftians of Antioch, taking a fhorter 
way, got to Rome before him, where they waited his arrival. 
He was accompanied thither from Syria, by Reus, Philo a 
deacon, and Agathopodus, who feem to have wrote thelea&sof 
his martyrdom. He was guarded night and day, both by fea 
and land, by ten foldiers, whom he calls ten leopards, on ac- 
count of their inhumanity and mercilefs ufage ; who, the 
kinder he was to them, were the more cruel and fierce to him. 
This voyage, however, gave him the opportunity of confirm- 
ing in faith and piety the feveral churches he faw on his route 3 
giving them the ftritfteft caution againft herefies and fchifrn ; 
and recommending to tbern an inviolable attachment to the tra- 
dition of the apottles. St. ChryfbUc/m adds, that he taught 
them admirably to defpife the prelcnt life, to love only the 
good things to come, and never to fear any temporal evils what- 
ever. The faithful flocked from the feveral churches he came 
near, to fee him, and to render him all the fervice in their 
power, hoping to receive benefit from the plenitude of his be- 
nediction. The cities of Alia bcfulcs, deputing to him their 
Whops and prietts to exprefs their veneration for him, font alfo 
deputies in their name to bear him company the remainder of 
Ills journey; fo that he fays he had many churches with him. 
$0 great was his fervour and defire of flittering, that by the fa- 
tigues and length of the voyage, which was a very bad one, 
he appeared the ftrongcr and more courageous. On their 
nraching Smyrna, he was fullered to go afhore, which he did 

with great joy, to falute St. Polycaip, who had been his fel- 

Q.2 low- 
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]ow-diiciple, under St. John the Evangelift. Their converfa- 
ti on was upon topicks fuitable to their character, and St. Poly- 
carp felicitated him on his chains and fufferings in fo good a 
caufe. From Smyrna St. Ignatius wrote four letters : in that 
to the church of Ephefus, he commends their piety and con- 
cord, and their zeal againft all herefies, and exhorts them to 
glorify God all manner of ways: to be fubjedt,, in unanimity, to 
their bifhop and priefts, to aflemble as often as poilible with 
them in publick prayer, by which the power of Satan is weaken- 
ed : to oppofe only meeknefs to anger, humility to boalting, 
prayers to curfes and reproaches, and to fuffer all injuries with- 
out murmuring. He fays, that becaufe they are fpiritual, and 
perform all they do in a fpiritual manner, that all, even their 
ordinary actions are fpiritualized, becaufe they do all in Jefus 
Chrift. That he ought to have been admonifhed by them, 
but his charity would not fuffer him to be filent ; wherefore he 
prevents them, by admonifhing flrfr, that both might meet in 
the will of God. He bids them not be folicitous to fpeak, 
but to live well, and to edify others by their actions ; and recom- 
mends himfelf and his widow-church of Antioch to their 
prayers. He repeats the like inftruclions with a new and molt 
moving turn of thought in his letters to the churches of Mag- 
nefia, and of the Thrallians, inculcates the greateft abhorrence 
of fchifm and herefy, and begs their prayers for himfelf and 
his church in Syria, of which he is not worthy to be called a 
member, being the laft of them. His fourth letter was written 
to the chriftians of Rome. The faint knew the all-powerful 
efficacy of the prayers of the faints, and feared left they fhotild 
obtain of God his deliverance from death. He therefore be- 
fought St. Polycarp and others at Smyrna, to join their prayers 
with his, that the cruelty of the wild beafts might quickly rid 
the world of him, that he might be prefented before Jefus 
Chrift. With this view he wrote to the faithful at Rome, to 
beg that they would not endeavour to obtain of God that the 
beads might fpare him, as they had feveral other martyrs j 
which might induce the people to relcafe him, and fo dilap- 
pointhim of his crown. 

The ardour of divine love which the faint breathes through- 
out this letter is as inflamed, as the fubjeel: is extraordinary. In 
it he writes : " I fear your charity left it prejudice me. For it 
<c is eafy for you to do what you pleafe ; but it will be iliflicuit 
<c for me to attain unto God if you fpare me. 1 ihall never 
** have fuch an opportunity of enjoying God : nor can you, 
c< if ye fhall now be filent, ever be entitled to the honour of 
<c a hotter work. For if ye be filent in my behalf, 1 fhall be 

" made partaker of God 5 but il ye love my body, I fliall 

" have 
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have my courfe to run again. Therefore, a greater kind- 
nefs you cannot do me, than to fuffer me to be facrificed unto 
God, whilft the altar is now ready ; that lb becoming a 
choir in love, in your hymns ye may give thanks to the 
Father by Jefus Chrift, that God has vouchfafed to bring 
me, the bifhop of Syrh 9 from the Eaft unto the Weft, to 
pafs out of the world unto God, that I may rife again unto 
him. Ye have never envied my body. Ye have taught 
others. I deilre therefore that you will firmly obferve that 
which in your inftrucYions you have prefcribed to others. 
Only pray for me, that God would give me both inward 
and outward flrength, that I may not only fay, but do : that 
I may not only be called a chriftian, but be found one : for 
if I fhall be found a chriftian I may then defervedly be called 
one ; and be thought faithful, when I fhall no longer appear 
to the world. Nothing is good that is feen. A chriftian is 
not a work of opinion but of greatnefs of mind, when he is 
haled by the world. I write to the churches and fignify 
to them all, that I am willing to die for God, unlefs you, 
hinder me. I befeech you that you fhew not an unfeafonable 
good-will towards me. Suffer me to be the food of wild 
beafts, whereby I may attain unto God : I am the wheat of 
God, and I am to be ground by the teeth of the wild beafts, 
that I may be found the pure bread of Chrift. Rather en- 
tice the beafts to be my fepulchre, that they may leave no- 
thing of my body, that, being dead, I may not be trouble- 
fome to any. Then fhall I be a true difciple of Jefus Chrift, 
when the world fhall not fee fo much as my body. Pray to 
Chrift for me, that in this body I may become a facrifice to 
God. I do not, as Peter and Paul, command you; they 
were apoftles, I am an inconfiderablc perfon : they were 
free, I am even yet a flave. But if I fuffer, I fhall then be- 
come the freeman of Jefus Chrift, and fhall arife a freeman 
in him- Now I am in bonds for him. I learn to have no 
worldly or vain defires. From Syria even unto Rome I fight 
with wild beafts both by fea and land, both night and day, 
bound to ten leopards, that is, to a band of foldiers ; who 
are the worfe for kind treatment. 13ut I am the more in- 
ftrutSrcd by their injuries: yet am I not thereby ptjiificd^^). 
I carneftly wifh for the wild beads that are prepared for me, 
which I heartily defire may loon difputch mcj whom I will 
entice to devour me entirely and fuddenly, and not fcrve me as 
they have done fume whom they have been afraid to touch ; hut 

if they arc unwilling to meddle with me, I will even compel 

Ct3 " them 
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44 them to it (b). Pardon me this matter, I know what is good 
44 for me. Now I begin to be a difciple. So that I have no 
4< defire after any thing viable or invifible, that I may attain to 
Jefus Chrift. Let fire, or the crofs, or the concourfe of 
wild beafts, cutting or tearing of the fleih, let breakings of 
bones and cutting off limbs, Jet the Chattering in pieces of my 
whole body, and ail the wicked torments of the devil come 
44 upon me, fo I may but attain to Jefus Chrifh All the com- 
pafs of the earth and the kingdoms of this world will profit 
44 me nothing. It is better for me to die for the fake of Jefus 
44 Chrift than to rule unto the ends of the earth. Him I feek. 
44 who died for us : Him I defire who rofe again for us. Par- 
44 don me, brethren : be not my hinderance in attaining to 
44 life, for Jefus Chrift is the life of the faithful : whilftfdc- 
<4 defire to belong to God, do not ye yield me back to the 
44 world. Suffer me to partake of the pure light. When I 
44 fhall be there, I {hall be a man of God, Permit me 
cc to imitate the paffion of Chrift, my God. If any one has 
44 him within himfelf, let him confider what I defire, and let 
* c him have compafTion on me, as knowing how I am ftreighten- 
44 ed. Though I am alive at the writing of this, yet my dc- 
44 fire is to die. My love is crucified. The fire that is with- 
4< in me does not crave any watery but being alive and fpring- 
44 ing within, fays : Come to the Father. I take no pleafure 
44 in the food of corruption, nor in the pleafure of this life. 
c * I defile the bread of God ... If I fhall fufter, ye have loved 
4< me : if I mall be rejected, ye have hated me. Remember 
4C in your prayers the church of Syria, which now enjoys God 
for its fhepherd inftead of me The martyr gloried in his 
fufferings as in the higheft honour, and regarded his chains 
as moft precious jewels. His foul was railed above either 
the love or the fear of any thing on earth, and as St. Chryfo- 
ftora fays, he could lay down his life with as much cafe and 
willinguefs as another man could put-off bis cloaths. He even 
wifhed every ftcp of his journey to meet with the wild beafts; 
and though that death was molt (hocking and barbarous, and 
prcfentcd the moft frightful ideas, fufficicnt to ftartle the firmeft 
refutation ; yet it was incapable of making the leaft imprcftion 
upon his courageous foul. The perfect mortification of his 
affeclions appe ars from his heavenly mecknefsj and he ex- 
p relied how perfectly he was dead to himfelf and the world, liv- 
ing only to God in his heart, by that admirable fentence : 

4 < My 

(b) Not that he would really caufe that would have been felf- 
excite the beafts to c]if patch him, murder : but this expre/lcs the 

without a fecial inipiration, be- courage and deJire of lvib fonh 
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" My love is crucified (4)." to fignify, as he explains himfelf 
afterwards, that his appetites and defires were crucified to the 
world, and to all the lulls and pjeafures of it. 

The guards prefled the faint to leave Smyrna, that they 
might arrive at Rome before the mows were over. He rejoiced 
exceedingly at their hurry, defiling impatiently to enjoy God 
by martyrdom. They Ceiled to Troas, where he was informed 
that God had reftored peace to his church at Antioch : which 
freed him from the anxiety he had been under, fearing left 
there mould be fome weak ones in his flock. At Troas he 
wrote three other letters. In that to the church of Philadel- 
phia, he mentions a revelation by which he was for warned of 
a fchifm. In that to the Smyrnasans, he confutes the Docetae, 
certain hereticks who denied Chrift to have aftumed true fie in, 
and abftained from the eucharift, c < becaufe, fays he, they do 
" not confefs the eucharift to be the flefh of our Saviour Jefus 
" Chrift, which was crucified and rofe again." He calls them 
wild beafts in human fhape, and forbids all communication 
with them, only allowing them to be prayed for, that they 
may be brought to repentance, which is very difficult. In his 
letter to St. Polycarp, he exhorts him to labour for Chrift with- 
out fparing him felf , for the meafure of his labour will be that 
of his reward. " Where the labour is great, the gain is great 
" alfo. If thou loveft only the good difciples, this is not thank- 
" worthy 5 but do thou rather fubjecl: to thee the peftilent, by 
" meeknefs." The ftyle of the martyr every where follows 
the impulfes of a burning charity, rather than the rules of 
grammar, and his pen is never able to exprefs the fublimity of 
his thoughts. In every word there is a fire and a beauty not to 
be paralleled : every thing is full of a deep fenfe. He every 
where breathes the moft profound humility and contempt of 
himfelf as an abortive, and the laft of men ; a great zeal 
for the church, and abhorrence of fchifms ; the moft ardent 
Jove of God and his neighbour, and tendernefs for his own 
flock : begging the prayers of all the churches in its behalf to 
whom he wrote, and intreating of fevcral that they would fend 
an embafly to his church at Antioch, to comfort and ex- 
hort them. The feven cpiftles of this apoftolick Father, the 
fame which were quoted by St. Irenaeus, Origen, Eufcbius, 
St, Athanafius, St. Chryfoftom, Theodorct, Gildas, &c. are 
publifhed genuine by Uflicr, Voilius, Cotelier, &c. and in 
Englilh by archbifliop Wake, in 1710. 

St. Ignatius, not being allowed time to write to the other 
churches of Alia, commiilioned St. Polycarp to do it for him. 

Q_ 4 From 



(4) 'O tytos it<*V£6)tUl % 
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From Troas they failed to Neap ol is in Macedonia, and went 
thence to Philippi, from which place they crofled Macedonia 
and Epirus on foot 5 but took fhipping again al Epidamnum 
in Dalmatia, and failing by Rhegium and Puteoli were carried 
by a ftxong gale into the Roman Port, the great flation of the 
navy near Oftia at the mouth of the Tiber, fixteen miles from 
Rome. He would gladly have landed at Puteoli, to have traced 
St. Paul's ftcps, by going on foot from that place to Rome, 
but the wind rendered it impracticable. On landing, the au- 
thours of thefe acls who were his companions, fay they were 
feized with great grief, feeing they were foon to be feparatcd 
from their clear mafter ; but he rejoiced to find himfelf fo near 
the end of his race. The foldiers haftened him on, becaufe the 
publick fhows were drawing to an end. The faithful of Rome 
came out to meet him, rejoicing at the fight of him but griev- 
ing that they were fo foon to lofe him by a barbarous death. 
They earneftjy wifhed that he might be releafed at the requeft 
of the people. The martyr knew in fpirit their thoughts, and 
laid much more to them than he had done in his letter on the 
fubjecl: of true chanty, conjuring them not to obfhucl: his going 
to the Lord. Then kneeling with all the brethren he prayed 
to the Son of God for the church, for the ceafing of the per- 
secution and perpetual charity and unanimity among the faith- 
ful. He arrived at Rome the 20th of December, the laft day 
of the publick entertainments, and was prefented to the prefect 
of the city, to whom the emperour's letter was delivered at the 
fame time. He was then hurried by the foldiers into the am- 
phitheatre. The faint hearing the lions roar, cried out: "I 

am the wheat of the Lord 5 I muft be ground by the teeth of 
<c thefe beafts to be made the pure bread of Chrifr." Two fierce 
lions being let out upon him, they inftantly devoured him, 
leaving nothing of his body but the larger bones : thus his 
prayer was heard. " After having been prefent at this forrowful 
* c ipe£uaclc, favour authours, which made us fhed many tears, 
<f wc fpent the following night in our houfe in watching and 

prayer, begging of God to afford us fome comfort by certifying 
<c us of his glory." They relate, that their prayer was heard and 
that feveral of them in their Uumber faw him in great blifs, they 
are exa£l in fetting down the day of his death, that they nii;;ht 
a/lemble yearly thereon to honour his martyrdom. They add, 
that his bones were taken up and carried to Antioch, and there 
Jaid in a elicit as an inefiimablc trca/ure. St. Chryfoftom fays 
his r clicks were carried in triumph on the fhouldcrs of all the 
cities from Rome to Antioch. They were firft laid in the ce- 
metery without the Daplmitick Gate, but in the reign ol Theo- 

dojius the Younger, were tranllated thence with great pomp to 

a chinch 
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z church in the city, which bore his name, as Evagrius re- 
lates. St. Chryfoftom exhorts all people to vifit them, allur- 
ing them they would receive thereby many advantages fpiritual 
and corporal (5). They are now at Rome. The Greeks 
keep his feaft an holyday on the day of his death, the twen- 
tieth of December, 

On the fame DAY 

St. Pionius, M. He was priefl of Smyrna, a true heir of the 
fpirit of St. Polycarp, an apoftolick man, who converted multitudes 
to the faith. He excelled in eloquence, and in the fcience of our 
holy religion. The palenefs of his countenance befpoke the au- 
ilerity of his life. In the perfecution of Decius in 250, on the 
twenty-third of February, he was apprehended with Sabina and 
Afclepiades, while they were celebrating the anniverfary feitival of 
St. Polycarp's martyrdom. . Pionius, after having fatted the eve 
with his companions, was forewarned thereof by a vifion. On the 
morning after their fblemn prayer, taking the holy bread (probably 
the eucharift) and water, they were furprifed and feized by Pole- 
mon, the chief prielt, and the guardian of the temple. In prolix 
interrogatories before him they refined all folicitations to facriflce ; 
profefled they were ready to fairer the vvorll of torments and deaths 
rather than confent to his impious propofals, and declaring that 
they worshipped one only God, and that they were of the catholick 
church. Afclepiades being afked what God he adored, made an- 
fwer: " Jefus Chrift. 1 ' At which Polemon faid : " Is that another 
" God?" Afclepiades replied: <c No : he is the fame they ha 
" juil now confefied." A clear confeflion of the confubftantiality 
of God the Son, before the council of Nice. Being all threatened 
to be burnt alive, Sabina fmiled. The pagans faid: " Dolt 
" thou laugh ? Thou /halt then be led to the publick flews." She 
anfwered : '* God will be my protector on that occafion." They 
were call into prifon, and preferred a lower dungeon, that they might 
be more at liberty to pray, when alone. They were carried by force 
into the temple, and all manner of violence was ufed to compel them 
to facriflce. Pionius tore the impious garlands which were put upon 
his head, and they refilled with all their jnight. Their conftancy 
repaired the fcandal given by Eud.emon, the bifhop of Smyrna, 
there prcfent, who had impioully apottaiized and oflered facrificc. 
When Quintilian the proconful arrived at Smyrna, he caufed 
Pionius to be hung on the rack, and his body to be torn with iron 
hooks, and afterwards condemned him to be burned alive : he 
was accordingly nailed to a trunk or poll, and a pile heaped round 
him and fee on fire. IVletrodorus, a Marcionite priell, underwent 
the fame punifliment with him. His acts were written by eye-wit- 
iicfles, quoted by Eulebius, and are extant genuine in Ruinart.- — Sec 

'IWemont, T. 3. p. 367. 

(5) Or. in S. Ignat. 
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Alfo, St, JJricit, or Bridget, and by contraction Bride, V, 
abbefs and patroncfs of Ireland, She was born at Fochard, in 
Ulfter, foon after Ireland had been blefled with the light of faith. 
She received the religious veil in her youth, from the hands of 
St. Mel, nephew and difciple of St. Patrick. She built herfelf 
a cell under a Jarge oak, thence called Kill-dara, or cell of the 
eak; living, as her name implies, the bright mining light of that 
country by her virtues. Being joined foon after by feveral of her 
own fex, they formed themfelves into a religious community which 
branched out into feveral other nunneries throughout Ireland j all 
which acknowledged her for their mother and foundrefs, as in effect 
jhewas of all in that kingdom. But a full account of her virtues has 
not been tranfmitted down to us together with, the veneration of 
her name. Her five modem lives mention little elfe but wonderful 
miracles. She flourifhed in the beginning of the fixth century, 
and is named in the martyrology of Bede, and in all others fmce 
that age. Several churches in England and Scotland are dedi- 
cated to God under her name, as among others that of St. Bride 
in Fleet-Street. Her body was found with tfrofe of SS. Patrick 
and Columba, in a triple vault in Down- Patrick, in 1 185, as 
Giraldus Cambrenfis informs us : they were all three tranflated to 
the cathedral of the fame city ; but their monument was deftroyed 
In the reign of king Henry VIII. The head of St. Bride is now 
kept in the church of the Jefuits at Lifbon* 1 See Tillemont 

and Britannia Sancla. 
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FEBRUARY 2. 



The PURIFICATION, commonly 
called CANDLEMAS-DAY. 



THE law of God, given by Mofes to the Jews, to in- 
finuate both to us and them, that by the fin of Adam 
man is conceived and born in fin, and obnoxious to his wrath, 
ordained that a woman after child-birth, fhould continue for a 
certain time in a ftate, which that law calls unclean ; during 
which, fhe was not to appear in publick, nor prefume to touch 
any thing confecrated to God(i). This term was of forty 
days upon the birth of a fon, and the time was double for 
a daughter; on the expiration of which, the mother was to 
bring to the door of the tabernacle or temple a lamb of a year 
old, and a young pigeon or turtle-dove. The lamb was for a 
holocauft or burnt- offering, in acknowledgement of the Cove- 
reignty of God and in thankfgiving for her own happy de- 
livery; the pigeon or turtle-dove was^for a fin-offering. Thefe 
being facrificed to Almighty God by the prieff, the woman was 

cleanfed of the legal impurity, and reinftated in her former pri- 
vileges. 

A young pigeon or turtle-dove, by way of a fin-offering, 
was required of all whether rich or poor : but whereas the 
charge of a lamb might be too burdenfomc on perfons of nar- 
row ctrcumftanccs, in that cafe nothing more was required than 
two pigeons or two turtic-deves, one for a burnf, the other for 
a fin-offering (2). 

Our Saviour having been conceived by the Holy Ghofr, and 
Jiis bleflcd Mother remaining always a fpotJefs virgin, it is moft 
evident from the terms of the law (3), that fhe was, in reality, 
under no obligation to it, nor within the intent of it. She 
was, however, within the letter of the law in the eye of the 
work , who were as yet Grangers to her miraculous conception. 
And her humility making her perfectly refigncd, and even de- 

lirous > to conceal her privilege and dignity, flic fubmitted with 

great 

<0 Uv. xll 2. (a) Lev. xii. 8. (3) Ibid. z. 
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great punctuality and exacTnefs to every humbling circum* 
irance which the law required. Pride indeed proclaims its 
own advantages, and leeks honours not its due; but the humble 
find their delighc in obfeurity and abafement, they fliun all di- 
ftindtion and efteem, which they clearly fee their own nothing, 
nefs and bafenefs to be moft unworthy of 5 they give all glory 
to God alone, to whom it is due. Devotion alfo and zeal to 
honour God by every obfervance prefcribed by his law, 
prompted Mary to perform this acl: of religion., though evident- 
ly exempt from the precept. Being poor herfelf, fhe made the 
offering appointed for the poor: accordingly is this part of the 
law mentioned by St. Luke (4), as belt agreeing with the 
meannefs of her worldly condition. But her offering, however 
mean in itfelf, was made with a perfect heart, which is what 
God chiefly regards in all that is offered to him. The King of 
glory would appear every where in the robes of poverty, to 
point out to us the advantages of a fuffering and lowly ftatc, 
and to reprefs our pride, by which, though really poor and 
mean in the eyes of God, we covet to appear rich, and though \ 
iinners, would be deemed innocents and faints. ! 

A fecond great myftery is honoured this day, regarding more : 
immediately the perfon of our Redeemer, viz. his prefentation ! 
in the temple. Befides the law which obliged the mother to 
purify herfelf, there was another which ordered, that the firft- 
born fon fhould be offered to God (5) : and in thefe two laws 
were included feveral others, as, that the child, after its prefen- 
tation, fhould be ranfomed (6) with a certain fum of money (a) 
and peculiar facrifices offered on the occafion. 

Mary complies exactly with all thefe ordinances. She 

obeys not only in the effential points of the law, as in prcfent- 

ing herfelf to be purified and in offering her firft-born, but has 

ffri£T. regard to all the circumitances. She remains forty days 

at home, flic denies herfelf all this time the liberty of entering 

the temple, fhe partakes not of things facred, though the 

living temple of the God of Ifrael ; and on the day of her 

purification five walks feveral miles to Jerufalem, with the 

world's Redeemer in her arms. She waits for the pricft at the 

gate of the temple, makes her offerings of thankfgiving and 

ex- 

(4) Luke ii. 2f. (;) Luke ii. 23. (6) Exod. xiii. 13. 

" {a) This from Lcvit. xxvii. 6. Old and New Teflamcnt, p. xvii.J 
and Numb, iii 47 appear* to about three milling;, of our mo- 
have been five ihckcls, each ncy : fo that the iivc amounted 
fltekel weighing, according to to about fifteen fliillings £lcrliJi£- 
Frideaux [ Preface to connt'tfiafi of 
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expiation, prefents her divine Son by the hands of the prieft to 
his eternal Father, with the moft profound humility, adoration, 
and thankfgiving. She then redeems him with five fhekels, as 
the law appoints, and receives him back again as a depojitum in 
herfpecial care till the Father fhall again demand him for the 
full accornplifhment of man's redemption. With what fentf- 
merits did the divine Infant offer himfelf to his Father at the 
fame time? the greateft homage of his honour and glory the 
Father could receive, and a facrifice of fatisfadtion adequate to 
the injuries done to the Godhead by our fins, and fufficient to 
ranfom our fouls from everlafting death. With what chearful- 
nefs and charity did he offer himfcJf to all his torments ? to be 
whipped, crowned with thorns, and ignominioufly put to death 
for us ? 

Let every chriftian learn hence to offer himfelf to God with 
this divine victim, through which he may be accepted by the 
father ; let him devote himfelf with all his fenfes and faculties 
to his fervice. If floth or any other vice has made us neglect- 
ful of this eflential duty, we muft bewail paft omifiions and 
make a folemn and ferious confecration of ourfelves this day to 
the divine majefty with the greater fervour, crying out with St. 
Auftin in compunction of heart : cc Too late have 1 known thee, 
" too late have I begun to love thee, O beauty more ancient 
" than the world !" But our facrifice, if we defire it may be 
accepted, muft not be lame and imperfect It would bean in- 
fult to offer to God in union with his Chrift a divided heart or 
a heart infected with wilful fin. It muft therefore firft be 
cleanfed by tears of fincere compunction : its affections muft 
be crucified to the world by perfect mortification. Our offer- 
ing muft be fincere and fervent, without referve, allowing no 
quarter to any of our vicious paflions and inclinations, and no 
diviiion in any of our affections. It muft alfo be univerfal ; to 
fuffer and to do all for the divine honour. If we give our 
hearts to Chrift in' this manner we fhall receive him with 
his graces and benedictions. He would be prcfented in the 
temple by the hands of his mother: let us accordingly make the 
offering of our fouls through Mary, and beg his graces through 
the fame channel. 

The ceremony of this day was clofed by a third my fiery, 
the meeting in the temple of the holy perfons, Simeon and 
Anne, with Jefus and his parents, from which this feftival was 
anciently called by the Greeks Hy pan te, the meeting (7). Holy 
Simeon on that occafion received into his arms the object of all 
his deiircs and fighs, and praiied God in raptures of devotion 

for 

1 

(7) 'Xyrivrv from viravr*» occurro. 
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for being bleffed with the happinefe of beholding the fo much 
longed-for Meflias. He foretold to Mary her martyrdom of 
forrow ; and that Jefus brought redemption to thofe who would 
accept of it on the terms it was offered them, but a heavy 
judgment on all infidels who mould obflinately reject it, an( j 
on chriftians alfo whofe lives were a contradiction to his holy 
maxims and example. Mary, hearing this terrible prediction 
did not anfwer one word, felt no agitation of mind from the 
prefent, no dread for the future ; but courageoufly and fweetly 
committed all to God's holy will. 

On hhfftng the candles and the proceffion. 

The proceflion with lighted tapers on this day is mentioned 
by pope Gelafius I. alfo by St. Ildefonfus, St. Eligius(i), St. 
Sophroriius. patriarch of Jemfalem, St. Cyril of Alexandria, 
&c. in their fermons on this feftival. St. Bernard fays (2) : 
<c This holy proceilion was nrfr. made by the Virgin Mother, 
cc St.Jofeph, holy Simeon and Anne, to be afterwards performed 
c<: in all places and by every nation, with the exultation of the 
<€ whole earth, to honour this myftery." In his fecond fennon 
on this feaft he defcribes it thus (3) : " They walk two and two, 
* c holding in their hands candles lighted, not from common 
cc fire, but from that which had been firft bleffed in the church 
<c by the priefts (<:), and finging in the ways of the Lord, becaufe 
<c great is his glory" He mews that the concurrence of many 
in the proceflion and prayer is a fymbol of our union and 
charity, and renders our praifes the more honourable and ac- 
ceptable to God. We zvalk while we fing to God, to denote 
that to ftand ftill in the paths of virtue is to go back. The 
lights we bear in our hands reprefent the divine fire of love 
with which our hearts ought to be inflamed, and which we are 
to offer to God without any mixture of Jlrange fire, the fire of 
concupifccnce, envy, ambition, or the love of creatures. We 
alfo hold thefe lights in our hands to honour Chrift, and to ac- 
knowledge him as t he true light (4), whom they reprefent under 
this character, and who is called by holy Simeon in this my- 
ftery, a light for the enlightening of the Gentiles (5) ; for he came 
to difpel our fpiritual darknefs. The candles likewife exprefs 
that by faith his light fliincs in our fouls : as alfo that we are to 
prepare his way by good works, by which we arc to be a h$t 

to men (6). 

Lights 

(0 Serm. 2. (2) Serin. dcPiuif. p 959. (l) Sen". 

2. p. 961. (4) Jou i. 9. (5) Luke ii. 3. (6) Mat. v. 6. 



(t ) According to the ccrcmoniei then in ufe. 
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Lights are ufed by the church during the celebration of thfc 
divine myfteries, while the gofpel is read, and the facraments 
adminiftered, oh a motive of honour and refpe£L On the 
fame account lamps burned before the Lord in the tabernacle (7) 
and temple. Great perfonages were anciently received and 
welcomed with lights, as was king Antiochus by Jafon and 
others on his entering Jerufalem (8). Lights are likewife ex- 
preflive of joy, and were anciently ufed on this account in re- 
ceiving Roman emperours, and on other publick occalions as 
at prefent. cc Throughout all the churches of the Eaft, 
" fays St. Jerom, when the gofpel is to be read, though 
" the fhun fhines, torches are ufed, not to chafe away dark- 
« nefs, but for a fign of joy (g). 9 ' The apoftolick canons 
mention incenfe, and oil for the lamps, then ufed in the 
churches (10). Many out of devotion burned lamps be- 
fore the bodies of faints, as we read in St. Prudentius (1 1), 
St. Paulinus (12), &c. The corporeal creatures, which we 
ufe, are the gifrs of God, it is therefore juft that we fhould 
honour and glorify him by them. Befides, in our embodied ftatc 
they contribute to excite our fouls to devotion, they are to our 
eyes, what words are to our ears, and by our organs move the 
atfeclions of our hearts (13). Though piety confifts in the fer- 
vour of the foul, and is interiour and fpiritual, yet mahy fen- 
fible things concur to its aid and improvement ; and we may as 
well condemn the ufe of words, which are corporeal, and af- 
fect the foul by the fenfe of hearing. Chrifr. made ufe of fen- 
iible/igns in the infritution of his rnofl: divine facraments, and 
in feveral miraculous cures, &c. The church always ufed ex- 
ternal rites and ceremonies in the divine worfhip. Thefe con- 
tribute to the majefty and^ dignity of religion, which in our 
prefent condition would appear naked, if deftitute of all exte- 
riour. The candles are blcfTed previoufly to the ufe of them* 
becaufe the church bleflcs and fanclifies by prayer, whatever 
is employed in the divine fervice. We are to hold the candles 
in our hands on this day while the gofpel is read or fung, alfo, 
irom the elevation to the co?nmwiio?i~ in the moft fervent fpirit of 
Jacrince, offering ourfelves to Cod with our divine Redeemer, 
and do firing to meet in fpirit this blcfled company in this my- 
fiery ; alio to honour the mother of God in her purification, 
and ftill more fo, with the moft profound adoration and grati- 
tude, our divine Saviour in his nrefentation in our flefh for us, 
1 he fame lively fentimcnts of devotion ought to inilame our 

brcafl* 

(7) Exod. xxviii. 20. (2) 2 Macch. iv. 22, (9) Adv. 

Vigil, p. 304. (10) Can. 3. (11) Ilym. 2. (12) 

N:it. iii. v. 98. ( 1 3) See the paitorai charge of the late Dr. ftutler, 
biihop of Durham. 
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breafts on this occafion, as if we had been prefent with holy 
Simeon and the reft in the teihple, whilft we carry in our 
hands thefe emblems of our fpiritual joy and homage, and of 
the confecration of ourfelves in union with our heavenly vi£tim 5 
through the intercdlion of his Virgin-Mother. 



On the chrijiian rite of churching women after child-birth, 

God in the old law declared feveral actions unclean, which, 
though innocent and faultlefs in themfelves, had a conftant, but 
remote regard to fin. One of thefe was child-birth, to denote 
the impurity of man's origin by his being conceived and born 
in fin. For the removal of legal uncleannefs in general, God 
eftablimed certain expiatory rites, confifting of ablutions and 
facrmces, to which all were ftridtly obliged who defired to be 
purified) that 13, reftored to the privileges of their brethren and 
declared duly qualified members of the fynagogue or Jewift 
church. It would be fuperftkious fince the death of Chriftand 
the publication of the new law, to ftand in awe of legal 
unclean neffes, or to have recourfe to Jewifli purifications on 
account of any of them, whether after child-birth or in any 
other cafes. It is not therefore with that intention that chri- 
ftian mothers come to the church, as Jewifh women did to the 
tabernacle, in order to be purified from any uncleannefs they 
contract, by child-birth. It is not on any confideration peculiar 
to the Jews that this ceremony was eftablifhed in the chriftiart 
church, but on a motive common to all mankind, the perform- 
ing the duty of thankfgiving and prayer. Hence in the canon 
law pope Innocent III. fpeaks of it as follows : " If women 
* c after child-bearing defiie immediately to enter the church, 
*' they commit no fin by fo doing, nor are they to be hin- 
<4 dered. Neverthclefs, if they choofc to refrain out of refpeel 
* c for fomc time, we do not think their devotion ought to be 

reprehended (14)." 

In ibme cliocefes this term is limited to a certain number of 
days. Where this is not regulated by cuftom, or by any par- 
ticular ftatutc, the party may perform this duty as loon as flic 
is able to go abroad. Her fir ft vi fit is to be to the church: 
firft, to give God thanks for her fale delivery : fecondly, to 
implore his hie/Ting on herfelf and her child. ]t ought to be 
heryfty/ vifit to Ihew her readinefs to acquit herfelf of this duty 
to God, and to give him the firft fruits of her recovery anil 
Welling received ; as the lirft fruits in every thing are moll' par- 
ticularly due to God and molt agreeable to him, and which in 
the Old Law he was moft jealous in exacting of his people. 

(M) uiuco de Purif. poll partum, 
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The acknowledgement of a benefit received is the leaft return 
vire can make for it : the law of nature dictates the obligation 
of this tribute; God ftri£Hy requires it, and this is the means 
to draw down new bleflings on us, the flowing of which is by 
nothing more effectually obftructed than by infenfibility and 
ingratitude : wherefore, next to the praife and love of God, 
thank/giving is the principal homage we owe him in the fa- 
crifice of our hearts, and is a primary a£r. of prayer. The 
book of pfalms abounds with acls of thankfgiving ; the apoftle 
every where recommends and inculcates it in the ftrongeft 
terms. The primitive chriftians had thefe words, Thanks be to 
Gody always in their mouths, and ufed them as their ordinary 
form of falutation on all occafions, as St. Auftin mentions (14), 
who adds : "* What better thing can we bear in our hearts, or 
" pronounce with our tongues, or exprefs with our pens than, 
c< Thanks be to God." It is the remark of St. Gregory of 
Nyfla (15), that befides pari benefits, and promifes of other in- 
eftimable benefits to come, we every inftant of our lives receive 
from God frefh favours ; and therefore we ought, if it were 
poflible, every moment to make him a return of thanks with our 
whole hearts, and never ceafe from this duty- We owe a 
particular thankfgiving for his more remarkable bleflings. A 
mother regards her fafe delivery, and her happinefs in being 
blelTed with a child as fignal benefits, and therefore Che owes a 
particular holocauft of thanks for them. This fhe comes to 
offer at the foot of the altar. She comes alfo to afk the fuc- 
cours of divine grace. She ftands in need of an extraordinary 
aid from above, "both for herfelf and her child. For hcrfelf, 
that, by her example, inftruclions and v/atchfulnefs, fhe may 
fulfil her great obligations as a mother. For her child, that it may 
reap the advantage of a virtuous education, may live to God, and 
become one day a citizen cf the heavenly Jerufalem : otherwife, 
what will it avail her to have been a mother, or the child to have 
been born ? Now prayer is the channel which God lias ap- 
pointed for the conveyance of his graces to us. The mother 
therefore rnuft be afliduous in begging daily of the Father of 
mercies all neceflary fuccours for thefe purpofes : but this flie 
fhould make the fubjeel: of her mofr zealous petitions on the 
occafion of her firft folcmn appearance after childbed before 
his altar. She mould at the fame time make the moil perfect 
ottering and confederation of her child to the Divine Majelty. 
Every mother, in imitation of the Blcfled Virgin, ought to 
perforin this triple duty of thankfgiving, petition and oblation, 
Vol. L R and 
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and through Her hands, who on the day of her purification fet 
fo perfect a pattern of this devotion. 

On the fame DAY 

St. Laurence, Archbifliop of Canterbury. He was one of 
thofe who accompanied St. riurtin into this illand about the year 
597, and was his immediate fucceflbur in the fee of Canterbury, in 
w^iich he fat eleven years. When Eadbald, fon and fucceflbur to 
the holy king Ethelbert, not only refufed to follow his father's ex- 
ample in embracing the faith, but gave into idolatry, and inceftu- 
cully took to his bed his father's widow, Laurence having laboured 
hard for his converfion to no purpofe, and defpairing of reclaiming 
him, thought of nothing but retiring into France, as fome others 
had already done. But he was feverely fcourged by St. Peter in a 
dream on the eve of his intended departure, with reproaches for 
defigning to forfake that flock for which Chrift had laid down his 
life. This did not only prevent his going, but had fuch an effecl: 
upon the king when he was fhewn the marks of the ftripes he had 
received on this occafion, that he became a thorough convert, doin; 
whatever was required of him both for his own fan edification an! 
the propagation of chriftianity in his dominions. St. Laurence did 
not long furvive this happy change, dying in the year 619.' 
See Bede Hill. B. 2. c. 4. 6. 7 {*). 




FEBRUARY 3. 

St. BLASE, Bifliop and Martyr. 

HE was bifhop of Sebafte, in Armenia, and was crowned 
with martyrdom in the perfecution of Licinius in 316, by 
the command of Agricola, governour of Cappadocia and the 
Letter Armenia. His feftival is kept a holyday in the Greek 
church. In the holy wars his relicks were difperfed over the 
Weft, and his veneration was propagated by many miraculous 
cures, efpccially of fore throats. He is the principal patron of 
the commonwealth of JRaguia (16). 



St. 



(16) Sec Bollandus and Pagi ad an. 316. 



(a) From thefe words of Bede, that St. Laurence was no monk, 

B. 1. c. 27. sh/Jlht Jent to Rome but a fccular pricit, " -Sec 

Laurence the friejt and Peter the Collier Dicl. Suppl. 

?Jionk 9 our modern hiilorians infer 
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St. ANSCHARIUS, Bifliop of 

Bremen, C. 

From his life compiled by St. Rembert bis fuccejjohr. 

A. D. 865. 

■ 

HE was a monk, firft of old Corbie in France, afterwards 
of Little Corbie in Saxony. Harold prince of Denmark, 
having been baptized in the court of the emperour Lewis De-» 
bonnair, Anfcharius preached the faith with great fuccefs, fir ft 
to the Danes, afterwards to the Swedes, and kftly in the north 
of Germany. In 852, he was made archbifhop of Hamburgh * 
and legate of the holy fee, by pope Gregory IV. That city 
was burnt by an army of Normans in 845. The faint conti- 
nued to fupport his defolate churches^ till in 849, the fee of 
Bremen becoming vacant, pope Nicholas united it to that of 
Hamburgh, and appointed him bifhop of both. Denmark and 
Sweden had relapfed into idolatry, notwithftanding the labours 
of many apoftolick miffionaries from New Corbie, left there 
by our faint. His prefence foon made the faith flourifh again 
in Denmark, under the protection of king Horick. But in 
Sweden the fuperftitious king Olaf caft lots whether he mould 
be admitted or no. The faint, grieved to fee the caufe of God 
and religion committed to the caft of a die, recommended the 
ilTue to the care of heaven. The lot proved favourable, and 
the bifliop converted many of the lower rank, and cftablifhed 
many churches there, which he left under zealous paftors at bis 
return to Bremen* He wore a rough hair fhirt, and, whilft his 
health permitted him, contented himfelf with a fmall quantity 
of bread and water. He never undertook any thing with-«- 
out recommending it firft to God by earneft prayer, and had 
an extraordinary talent for preaching. His charity to the poor 
had no bounds ; he wafhcd their feet, and waited on them at 
table. He afcribcd it to his fins that he never met with the 
glory of martyrdom in all that he had differed for the faith. He 
died at Bremen in the year 865, and the fixty-feventh of his 
age, and was honoured with miracles. His name occurs in 
the martyrologies foon after his death. 
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St. WEREBURGE, V. Abbefs, P*. 

tronefs of Chefter. 

From Harps fi 'eld \ and her curious life written in old Englijh metre 
fi-om the Pamonary of the rnonajlery of Chefter * by Henry Brad- 
JJjazv, a monk of that houfe^ concerning whom fee Wood Jtb. 
Oxon* Vol. i. p. g. n. 14. This fcarce biftory was printed in 
152 j> by Rich. Pynfon, printer to king Henry the Eighth. 

Seventh Age. 

ST. Wereburge was daughter of Wulfere, king of Mer- 
cia, by St. Ermenilde, daughter of Ercombert, king of 
Kent, and St. Sexburge. In her was centered the royal blood 
of all the chief Saxon kings : but her glory was the contempt 
of a vain world, even from her cradle, on the pure motive of the 
love of God. She had three brothers, Wulfade and Rufin, 
who died martyrs, and Kenred who ended his life at Rome 
in the odour of fanctity. Her father Wulfere refided near 
Stone in Staffordshire. His eldeft brother Peada had begun to 
plant the faith in Mercia. Wulfere promifed at his marriage 
to extirpate the remains of idolatry, and was then a chriftian; 
but worldly motives made him delay the performance of his 
proxnife. Ermenilde endeavoured to (often the fiercenefs of his 
temper : but fhe found it a far more eafy tafk to difpofe the 
minds of her tender nurfery to be faithful to divine grace, and 
under her care, all her children grew up fruitful plants in the 
garden of the faints. Wereburge excelled the reft in fervour 
and difcretion. She was humble, obedient and meek, never 
failed of aflifting with her mother at the daily performance of 
the whole church office ; beJides fpending many hours on her 
knees in private devotion in her clofet. She eagerly Jiftened to 
every in ft ruction and exhortation of piety. At an age in 
which youth is the fond eft of recreations, pleafures and vanities, 
flic was always grave, refcrved and mortified. She was a 
ftrangcr to any joy but that which the purity of her confeience 
afforded her ; and in holy compunction bewailed before God 
without ceafing her diftancc from him, and her other fpirituai 
miferics. She trembled at the thought of the leaft danger that 
could threaten her purity ; failing and prayer were her delight* 
by which /lie endeavoured to render her foul acceptable to her 
heavenly bi idegroom* Her beauty and her extraordinary qua- 
lifications, 
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Jjfications, rendered more confpicuous by the greater luftre of 
her virtue, drew to her many fuitors for marriage. But a 
mountain might fooner be moved than her resolution fhaken. 
The prince of the Weft-Saxons waited on her with rich pre- 
sents ; but fhe refufed to accept them or liften to his propofals, 
faying, fhe had chofen the Lord Jefus, the Redeemer of man- 
kind, for the fpoufe of her foul, and had devoted herfelf to 
his fervxce in the frate of virginity. But her greater!: victory 
was over the infidious attempts of Wcrbode, a powerful wicked 
knight of her father's court. The king was greatly in- 
debted to the valour and fervices of this knight for his tempo- 
ral profperiry, and entertained a particular affeclion for him. 
The knight, fenfible of this, and being pafiionately fond of 
Wereburge, made ufe of all his intereft with the king to ob- 
tain his confent to marry her, which was granted on condition 
he could gain that of the royal Virgin. Queen Ermenilde 
and her two fons Wulfade and Rufin were grievou/ly afflicted 
at the news. Thefe two princes were then upon their conver- 
fion to chriftianity, and for this purpofe reforted to the cell of 
St. Chad, biihop of Litchfield, under pretence of going a hunt- 
ing; for the faint refided in an hermitage fituate in a foreft. 
By him they were initrudted in the faith, and baptized. Wer- 
bode finding them an obftacle to his defign, contrived their 
murder, for which he is faid to have moved the father to give 
an order in a fit of paffion, by mewing him the young 
princes returning from the bimop, and incenfing him againii 
them by flanders : for the king was pailionate, and had been 
Jikcwife prevailed on by his perfidious miniffcr to countenance 
and favour idolatry. Werbode died miferably foon after, 
and Wulfere no fooner heard that the murder was perpetrated 
but ftung with grief and remorfe, he entered into himfclf, did 
great penance, and entirely gave himfelf up to the advice of 
his queen and St. Chad. He demoyed all the idols, con verted 
their temples into ch urches, founded the abbey of Peterborough, 
and the priory of Stone where rhe two martyrs were buried, 
and exceedingly propagated the worfhip of the true God by his 
zealous endeavours and example. 

Wercburge feeing this per feci: change in the difpofition of 
her father, was no longer afraid to difclofc to him her earn eft 
defire of confccrating herfelf to God in a religious ttatc of 
life. 1' hiding him averfe and much grieved at the propofal, 
flic pleaded her caufc with lb many tears, and urged the ne- 
ccflity of preparing for death in lb pathetick a manner, that her 
reijucfl was granted. Her father even thanked God with great 
humility for fo great a grace conferred on her, though not 

without many tears which fuch a (aerifies coit him. Ha 
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conducted her in great ftate to Ely, attended by his whole 
court, and was met at the gate of the monaftery by the royal 
abbefs St Audry, with her whole religious family in proceflion, 
iinging holy hymns to God. Wereburge falling on her knees 
begged to be admitted in quality of a penitent. She obtained her 
requeft, and Te Dcum was fung. She went through the ufual 
trials with great humility and patience, and with joy exchanged 
her rich coronet, purple, filks and gold for a poor veil and a 
coarfe habit, and refigned herfelf into the hands of her fupe- 
riour, to live only to Chrift. King Wulfere, his three bro- 
thers, and Egbright or Egbert, king of Kent, and Adulph, 
king of the Eaft-Angles, together with the great lords of their 
refpective ftates, were prefent at thefe her folemn efpoufals with 
Chrift (<?), and were entertained by Wulfere with a royal mag- 
nificence. The virgin here devoted herfelf to God with new 
fervour in all her actions, and made the exercifes of obedience, 
prayer, contemplation, humility and penance her whole occu- 
pation, inftead of that circle of vanities and amufements which 
employ the flaves of the world. King Wulfere dying in 675, 
was buried at Litchfield. Kenred his fon being then too young 
to govern, his brother Ethelred fucceeded him. St. Ermenilde 
was no fooner at liberty but fhe took the religious veil at Ely, 
under her mother St. Sexburge, at whofe death fhe was chofen 
third abbefs, and was honoured in England among the faints 
pn the thirteenth of February. Her daughter St. Wereburge 
at her uncle king Ethelred's perfuafion, left Ely to charge 
herf^f, at his requeft, with the fuperintendency of all the 
houfes of religious women in his kingdom, that fhe might 
eftablifh in them the obfervance of the moft exact monaftick 
difcipline. By his liberality fhe founded thofe of Trent- 
ham in Staffordfhire, of Hanbury in Huntingdonfhire, and of 
Wedon, one of the royal palaces, in Northamptonfhire. This 
king alfo founded the collegiate church of St. John Baptift in 
the fuburbs of Weft-Chefter, and gave to St. Egwin the ground 
for the great abbey of Evcfham ; and after having reigned 
twenty-nine years embraced the monaftick ftate in his beloved 
monairery of Bardney in Lincolnfliire, of which he was after- 
Wards phofen abbot, He refigned his crown to Kenred his 
nephew, brother to our faint, having been chofen king only 
on account of the nonage of that prince. Kenred governed 
his realm with great prudence and piety, making it his ftmly, 
by all the means in his power, to prevent and root out all man- 
ner pf vice, and promote the Juiowlctlge and Jove of Cjou. 

After 



(*) Some authours place this event after the death of her father; ' 
but our account is ftipportcd by the authority of iiradfl^W, 
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After a reign of five years he recommended his fubjects to 
God, took leave of them to their inexprefiible grief* left his 
crown to Coelred, his uncle's fon, and making a pilgrimage 
to Rome, there put on the monaftick habit^in 708, and per- 
fevered in great fervour till his happy death. 

St. Wereburge both by word and example, conducted 
tu God the fouls committed to her care. She was the moft 
perfect model of meeknefs, humility, patience and purity. 
Jtefides the church office, {he recited every day the pfalter on 
her knees, and after mattins, remained in the church in prayer 
either proftrate on the ground, or kneeling till day-light, and 
often bathed in tears. She never took more than one repafr. in 
the day, and read with wonderful delight the lives of the fa- 
thers of the defert. She foretold her death, vifited all places 
under her care, and gave her laft orders and exhortations. 
She prepared herfelf for her laft hour by ardent invitations of 
her heavenly bridegroom, and languifliing afpirations of divine 
love, in which fhe breathed forth her pure foul on the third of 
February, at Trentham, about the end of the feventh century. 
Her body, as fhe haddefired, was interred atHanbury. Nine years 
after, in 708, it being taken up in prefence of king Coelred, 
his council, and many bifhops, and found entire and uncor- 
nipt, it was laid in a coftly fhrine on the twenty-firft of 
June. It remained in that ftate two hundred years ; but fell to 
duft during the invafions of the Danes. In 875, her fhrine, 
for fear of thofe pirates, was carried to Weft-Chefler in the 
reign of king Alfred, who marrying his daughter Elfleda to 
Ethelred, created him flrft earl of Mercia, after the extinc- 
tion of its kings. This valiant earl built and endowed with 
fecular canonries a irately church, as a rcpofltory for the re- 
licks of St. Wereburge, which afterwards became the cathe- 
dral. His lady rebuilt other churches, walled in the city, 
and fortified it with a ftrong caftle againfl the Welch 
The great kings Alhelftan and Edgar devoutly vifited and en- 
riched the church of St. Wereburge. In the reign of St. Ed- 
ward the Confeflor, Lcoftick, carl of Mercia, and his pious 
wife Godithe rebuilt many churches and monafleries in thofe 
parts, founded the abbeys of Lconence near Hereford, alio 
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(!>) This noble lady, heirefs 
of the great virtues of her royal 
father, rebuilt, after the death 
<>f her hulband, the churches 
and towns of Stafford, Warwick, 

Tarn worth, and Shrcwfbury; and 

founded, befides fomc others, 



the great abbey of St. Peter's 
in Glouceller. which church file 
emiched with the relicks of St. 
Ofwald, king and martyr, and 
in which fhe herfelf was buried. 
See JGradihaw, Dugdalc, Camb- 
den. 
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that of Coventry, which city this earl made free. At Cheftcr 
they repaired the collegiate church of St. John, and out of 
their fingular devotion to St. Wereburge rebuilt her minfter in 
a moft irately manner. William the conquerour gave to his 
kinfman and moft valiant knight Hugh Lupus, the earldom of 
Chefter, with the fovereign dignity of a palatinate, on con* 
dition he fbould win it. After having been thrice beaten and 
repulfed, he at laft took the city, and divided the conquered 
lands of the country among his followers. In 1093, he re- 
moved the fecular canons of St. Wereburge, and in their 
ftcad placed monks under an abbot, brought over from Bee 
in Normandy. Earl Richard, fon and heir to Lupus, going in 
pilgrimage to St. Winefrid's at Holywell, attributed to the 
interceflion of St. Wereburge his prefervation from an army 
of Welchmen, who came with an intention to intercept him. 
In memory of which, his conftable William gave to her church 
the village of Newton, and founded the abbey of Norton on 
the Dee, at the place where his army miraculoufly forded that 
great river to the fuccour of his matter, which place is ftill 
called Conftable Sondes^ fays Bradfhaw. The fame learned au- 
thour relates from the third book of the Pajponary of the ab- 
bey many miraculous cures of the fick, and prefevations of 
that city from the aflaults of the Welch, Danes and Scots, 
and in 1180, from a terrible fire which threatened to con- 
fume the whole city, but was fuddenly extinguifhed when the 
monks carried in proceffion the fhrine of the virgin in devout 
prayer. 
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FEBRUARY 4. 

St. ANDREW CORSINI, Bifhop 

and Confeflbr. 

From his two original Hues written^ the one by bis fuccejfour Fran- 
cis^ the other by a friar of his Order foon after his death. See 
Bollandus, Baillet and Majfei. 

A. D. 1373. 

THIS faint at his baptifm was called Andrew from the apoftle 
of that name on whofe fefHval he was born in Florence 
in 1302. The family of the Corlini was then one of the moil: 
illuftrious of that commonwealth. This child was the fruit of 
the prayers of his pious parents who confecrated him by vow 
to God before his birth. But notwithstanding the care his pa- 
rents took to inftill good principles into him, he fpent the firft 
part of his youth in vice and extravagance, in the company of 
fuch as were as wicked as himfelf. His devout mother Peregrina 
never ceafed weeping and praying for his converfion, and one 
clay faid to him with many fighs in the bitternefs of her grief : 
" I fee you are the wolf I faw in my fieep giving him to un- 
derhand that when with child of him, fhe had dreamed fee 
was brought to bed of a wolf, which running into a church 
was turned into a lamb. She added, that fhe and her hufband 
had in a particular manner devoted him, while in the womb, to 
thefervicc of God, under the protection of the blefled Virgin ; 
and that in confequence of his being born, not for them, nor 
for the world, but for God, a very different kind of life, from 
what he led, was expected from him. This difcourfe made fo 
ftrong an impreflion on his heart, that he went immediately to 
the church of the Carmelite friars, and having prayed there for 
fome time with great fervour before the altar of our Lady, he 
Was fo touched by God that he took a rcfolution upon the fpot 
to return no more to his father's houfe, but to embrace the 
Religious flate of life profefled in that convent. He was 
readily admitted in the year 1318, and after a novitiate of a 
year and fome months, during which he eluded the artifices 

of his worldly companions, and rcfolutely rejected the follici- 

tations 
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tations of an uncle who fought to draw him back into the 
world, he made his folemn profeflion. He never departed 
from the firft fervour of his converfiom He ftrenuoufly la. 
boured to fubdue his paffions by extreme humiliations, obedi- 
ence even to the laft perfon in the houfe, by iilence and prayer- 
and his fuperiours employed him in the meaneft offices, often in 
wafbing the difbes in the fcullery. The progrefs he made in 
learning, particularly in the holy fcriptures and in divinity, was 
very great. In the year 1328, he was ordained priefr; but to 
prevent the mufick and feaft, which his family had prepared ac- 
cording to cuftom, for the day on which he was to fay his firft 
mafs, he privately withdrew to a little convent feven miles out 
of town, where he offered, unknown, his firft fruits to God, 
with wonderful recollection and devotion. After fome time 
employed in preaching at Florence, he was fent to Paris, where 
he flu died three years and took fome degrees. He profecuted 
his ftudies fome time at Avignon with his uncle cardinal Cor- 
flni ; and in 1332, returning to Florence was chofen prior of 
that convent by a provincial chapter. God honoured his ex- 
traordinary virtue with the gifts of prophecy and miracles ; and 
the aftonifhing fruits of his example and zealous preaching made 
him be looked upon as a fecond apoftle of his country. Amongft 
other miracles and conquefts of hardened fouls, was the con- 
verfion of his coufin John Corfini, an infamous gamefter, 
and the miraculous cure of an ulcer in his neck. 

The bifhop of Fiefoli, a town three miles from Florence, 
being dead, the chapter unanimoully chofe our faint to fill up 
the vacant fee. Being informed of their proceedings, he hid 
himfelf, and remained fo long concealed, that the canons de- 
fpairing to find him were going to proceed to a fecond elec- 
tion ; when, by a particular direction of divine providence, he 
was difcovcred by a child. Being confecrated bifhop in the be- 
ginning of the year 1360, he redoubled his former auftcritics. 
To his hair fhirt he added an iron girdle. He daily faid the 
feven penitential pfalms and the litany of the faints, and gave 
himfelf a fevcre difcipline whilft he recited the litany. His 
bed was of vine- brandies ftrewed on the floor. All his time 
was taken up in prayer or in his functions. Holy meditation 
and reading the fcriptures he called his recreation from his la- 
bours, lie avoided difcour/c with women as much as pofliblc, 
and would never Jifien to flatterers or informers. His ten d er- 
ne fs and care of the pom were incredible, and he had a parti- 
cular regard for the- bafhful among them, that is, fuch as weft" 
nfhamed to make known their diflrcfs : thefe he was diligent 
in feeking out, and affiiicd them with all pofliblc fecrccy. 

By an excellent talent for condoling differences and diflcirtioJi«> 

lie 
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he never failed to reconcile perfons at variance, and to appeafe 
all feditions that happened in his time, either at Fiefbli, or at 

Florence. Urban V. on this account fent him \efted with le- 
gatine power to Bologna, where the nobility and people were 
niiferably divided. He happily pacified them, and their union 
continued during the . remainder of his life. He was ao 
cuftomed every Thurfday to warn with fmgular charity and 
humility the feet of the poor. One excufed himfelf, ailedgi ng, 
that his feet were full of ulcers and corruption : the faint in- 
fitted upon wafhing them notwithftanding, and they were im- 
mediately healed. In imitation of St. Gregory the Great, he 
Jcept a lift of the names of all the poor, and furnifhed them all 
with allowances. He never difmifled any without an alms, 
for whjch purpofe he once miraculoufly multiplied bread. He 
was taken ill whilft he was nnging high mafs on Chriftmas- 
night, in the year 1372. His fever increafing, he gave up his 
happy foul to God, with a furprifing joy and tranquility, 
on the fixth of January 1373, being feventy-one years 
and five weeks old, having been twelve years bifhop. He was 
honoured with many miracles, and immediately canonized by 
the voice of the people. The ftate of Florence has often fen- 
fibly experienced his powerful intcrceflion. Pope Eugenius 
IV. allowed his relicks to be expofed to publick veneration. 
He was canonized by Urban VIII. in 1629. His feltival is 
transferred to the fourth of Febiuary. The late pope Clement 
XII. being of this family, in conjunction with his nephew, the 
marquis of Corfini, fumptuoufly adorned the chapel of the 
Carmelite-friars church in Florence, in which the faint's body- 
is kept. He alfo built and endowed a magnificent indepen- 
dent chapel in the great church of St. John Lateran under the 
name of this his patron, in which the corpfe of that pope is 
interred. 



On the fame DAY 

SS. Piiileas, bifhop of Thmuxs and Philoromus, MM. Philcas 
was a rich nobleman of Tiunuis, in Egypt, very eloquent and 
learned. Being converted to the faith he was chofen bifhop of that 
city ; but was taken and carried prifoner to Alexandria by the per- 
fee u tors under the fucceflburs of Diocletian. Eu (chilis has pre- 
ferved part of a letter which he wrote in his dungeon, and fent to 
his Hock to comfort and encourage them (1) JDclcribing the fuffcr* 
ings of his fellow confeflbrs at Alexandria, he fays, that every one 1 
had full liherty allowed to inlult, Jlrike, and beat them with rods, 
wkigs or clubs. Some of the confcilbrs with their hands behind 

their 



(1) Euf. Hift. L 8. c. 10. p. 30s;, 
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their backs were tied to pillars, their bodies ftretched out with en. 
gines, and their fides, belly, thighs, legs and cheeks hideoufly torn 
with iron- hooks : others were hung by one hand, fuffering exceflive 
pain by the ft retching of their joints : others hung by both hands, 
their bodies being drawn down. The governour thought no treat- 
ment too bad for chriftians. Some expired on the racks; others 
expired foon after they were taken down : others were laid on their 
backs in the dungeons, with their legs ftretched out in the wooden 
flocks to the fourch hole, &c. Culcian, who had been prefect of 
Thebais, was then governour of all Egypt, under the tyrant Maxi- 
minus, but afterwards loft his head in 313, by the order of Lid- 
nius. We have a long interrogatory of St, Phileas before him from 
the prefidial regifters. Culcian after many other things, afked him: 
«* Was Chrift God ?" The faint anfwered : Yes ; and alledged his 
miracles as a proof of his divinity. The governour profefleda 
great regard for his quality and merit ; and faid : " If you were 
'* in mifery or neceility you fhould be difpatched without more ado: 
" but as you have riches and eflates fufficient not only for yourfelf 
" and family, but for the maintenance almoft of a whole pro- 
" vince, I pity you, and do all in my power to fave you. 11 The 
counfellours and lawyers, deiirous alfo of faving him, faid : " He 
" had already facrificed in the Phrontifterium (or academy for the 
* e exercifes of literature) ." Phileas cried out : " I have not by any 
" immolation, but fay barely that I have facrificed, and you will 
<f fay no more than the truth." Having been confined there fomc 
time, he might perhaps have faid mafs in that place (2). 

His wife, children, brother and other relations, perfons of di- 
fHnction, and pagans were prefent at the trial. The governour 
hoping to overcome him by tendernefs for them, faid : tc See how 
*' forrowful your wife Hands with her eyes fixed upon you." Phi- 
leas replied : " Jefus Chrift, the Saviour of fouls, calls me to his 
" glory : and he can alfo, if he pleafes, call my wife." The 
counfellours out of compaffion faid to the judge : " Phileas begs 
<c a delay." Culcian faid to him: Kt I grant it you moll willingly 
*' that you may coniider what to do." Phileas replied : " 1 hare 
* c confidered, and it is my unchangeable refolution to die for 
" Jefus Chrift." Then all the counfellours, the emperour's lieutenant 
who was the firft m agin* rate of tha city, all the other officers of 
juflice, and his relations fell down together at his feet, embracing 
his knees, and conjuring him to have compaffion on his difconfblatc 
family, and not to abandon his children in their tender years whilfl 
his prefence was abfolutely nccefiary for them. But he like a rock 
unihalccn by the impetuous % waves that dafh againft it, flood un- 
moved, and raifing his heart 10 God protcfted aloud that he owned 
no other kindred but the apoftles and martyrs. Philoromus, a noble 
chriftian was prefent. Pie was a tribune or colonel, and the cm* 
pcrour's trcafurcr- general in Alexandria, and had his tribunal in the 
city, where he fat every day hearing and judging caufes, attended 

by 
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by many officers in great ftate. Admiring the prudence and in- 
flexible courage of Phileas, and moved with indignation againft his 
adverfaries, he cried out to them: "Why ftrive ye to overcome 
« this brave man and to make him, by an impious compliance with 
« men, renounce God ? Do not you fee, that, contemplating the 
« glory of heaven, he makes no account of earthly things ?" This 
fpeech drew upon him the indignation of the whole aflembly, who 
in rage demanded, that both might be condemned to die. To 
which the judge readily afTcnted. _ 

As they were led out to execution, the brother of Philcas who 
was a judge, faid to the governour: " Phileas defircs his pardon." 
Culcian therefore called him back, and afked him if it was true. 
He anfwcred : *' No : God forbid. Do not Men to this unhappy 
« nian. Far from defiring the reversion of my fentence, I think 
«< mytelf much obliged to the emperours, to you, and to your 
" court : for by your means I become coheir with Chrift, and fhall 
" enter this very day into the pofTeffion of his kingdom. '* Here- 
upon he was remanded to the place of execution, where having 
made his prayer aloud, and exhorted the faithful to conftancy and 
perfeverance, he was beheaded with Philoromus. The exacl time 
of their martyrdom is not known, but it happened between the 
years 306 and 3 1 2, Their names ftand in the ancient martyrolo- 

gj es , See Eufebius Hi ft. 1. 8. c. 9. and their original beautiful 

afts in Henfchenius and Ruinart. 

St. Gilbert, Abbot, founder of the Gilbertins- He was bom 
at Sempringham, in LincolnJhire, and after a clerical education was 
ordained prieft by the bifhop of Lincoln. For fome. time he taught 
3 free-fchool, training up youth in regular exercifes of piety and 
learning. The advowfon of the parfonage9 of Sempringham and 
Tirington, being the right of his father, he was prelented by him 
to thofe united livings, in 1123. He gave all the revenues of them 
to the poor except a fmall fum for bare nece/Taries, which. he re- 
fcrved out of the iirft living. By his care, his parilhioners feemed 
co lead the lives of religious men, and were known to be of his 
flock by their converfation, wherever they went. He gave a rule to 
feven holy virgins who lived in Uriel: inclofure, in a houfe adjoining 
to the wall of hi9 parifh church of St. Andrew at Sempringham, 
and another afterwards to a community of men, who defired to 
Jive under his direction. The latter was drawn from the rule of the 
canon regulars, but that given to his nuns from St. Benet's ; but to 
both he added many particular constitutions. Such was the origin 
of the Order of the Gilbertins, the approbation of which he pro- 
cured from pope Eugcnius III. At length he entered the Order 
himfelf, but refigned the government of it fome time before his 
death, when he loft his fight. His diet was chiefly roots and pulfe, 
and fo fparing, that others wondered how he could fubfift. He 
tad always at table a dim which he called, c Iba plate of th» 
Lord Jefus, in which he put all that was belt of what was fcrved 
up ; and this was for the poor. He always wore a hair fhirt, took 
his fhort reft fitting, and fpent great part of the night in prayer. 
I* this his favourite cxcrcifc his foul found thofc wings on which 

/hi 
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fhe continually foared to God. During the exile of St. Thomas of 
Canterbury, he and the other fuperiours of his Order were accufed 
of having fent him fuccours abroad. The charge was falfe ; yet the 
faint chofe rather to fuffer imprifonment and the danger of the fun. 
prellion of his Order, than to deny it, left he Ihould feem to con- 
demn what would have been good and jufl. He departed to our 
Lord on the third of February 1190, being 106 years old. Mi- 
racles wrought at his tomb were examined and approved by Hubert 
archbifhop of Canterbury, and the commilfioners of pope Innocent 
III. in 120T, and he was canonized the year following — — See his 
life by a cotemporary writer in Dugdale's Monafticon. T. 2. p. 
696. 

St. Jane, Joan, or Joanna, of Valois, queen of France. She 
was daughter of king Lewis XI. born in 1464- Her low ilature 
and deformed body rendered her the object of her father's averfion 
who notwithstanding married her to Lewis, duke of Orleans, his 
coufin-german, in 1476. She obtained his life of her brother 
Charles VIII. who had refolved to put him to death for rebellion. 
Yet nothing could conquer his antipathy againll her, from which 
ihe fuffered every thing with patience, making exercifes of piety her 
chief occupation and comfort Her hufband coming to the crown of 
France in 1498, under the name of Lewis XII. having in view an 
advantageous match with Anne, the heirefs of Britany, and the 
late king's widow, alh cluing alfo the nullity of his marriage with 
Jane, chiefly upon account ol his being forced to it by Lewis XI. 
applied to the pope for commilfaries to examine the matter accord- 
ing to Jaw. Thefe having taken cognizance of the affair, de- 
clared the marriage void ; nor did Jane make any oppolition to 
the divorce, but rejoiced to fee herfelf at liberty and in a condition 
to ferve God in a ftate of greater perfection and attended with 
fewer impediments in his fervice She therefore meekly acquiefced 
in the fentence, and the king, pleafed at her fubmimon, gave her 
the dutchy of Berry, befides r-ontoife and other townfhips. She 
refided at Bourges, wore only fack-cloth, and addicted herfelf en- 
tirely to the exercifes of mortification and prayer, and to works of 
charity, in which (he employed all her great revenues. By the 
Jiffiftance of her Confeflarius, a virtuous Vrancifcan friar, flic in- 
Ifrtutedin 1500, the Order of nuns of the denunciation of the Bljftd 
Vhgin. It was approved by Julius II. Leo X. Paul V. and Gre- 
gory XV. The nuns wear a black veil, a white cloak, a red fca- 
pular, and a brown habit with a crofs, and a cord for a girdle. 
The fuperiourefs is only called Ancelle or fervant for humility. 
St. Jane took the habit herfelf in 1504, but died on the fourth of 
Pebruary 1505. The Hugonots burned her remains at Bourses, 
in 1562. She was canonized by Clement XII. in 1738, but had 
been venerated at Bourges from the time of her death.—— Sec 
the brief of Benedict XIV. concerning her immemorial veneration, 
T. 2. de Canoniz. 1. 2. c, 24. p. 296. and Hclyot. Hill, des Ord. 

Rcl. T. 7. p. 339. 

St- 
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St. Isidore of Pelufium. He was a monk from his youth, and be- 
came fuperiour of a monaftery in the neighbourhood of that city in 
the fifth age. He was looked upon as a living rule of religious per- 
fection, and treated by his patriarch St. Cyril, and the other 
prelates of his time, as their father. He chofe St. Chryfoftom for 
his model. We have Hill extant two thouland and twelve of his 
letteis abounding Tvith excellent inftrudtions of piety, and with 
theological and critical learning. They are concife, and the ftyle 
natural, very elegant, agreeable, full of fire and penetration. 
Pofievin laments that the/ are not in ufe as a claffick authour for 
the Greek language. His prudence, undaunted zeal, profound 
humility, ardent love of God, and other virtues fhine admirably 

in them. 

Alfo, St. Rem bert, archbifhop of Bremen, C. He was a na- 
tive of Flanders, the moll worthy difciple and fucceflbur of St. 
Anfcharius ; after whofe death, in 865, he fuperintended all the 
churches of Sweden, Denmark, and the Lower Germany, finifhing 
the work of their converfioh. He Jikewife converted the Slavi and 
the Vandals, now called Brandenburghers. He fold the facred 
veflels to redeem captives from the Normans ; and gave the horfe 
on which he was riding, for the ranfom of a virgin taken by the 
Slavi. He was moft careful never to lofe a moment of time from 
ferious duties and prayer ; and never to interrupt the attention of 
his mind to God in his exteriour functions. He died in 888 (1). 
The fee of Hamburgh being united to Bremen by St. Anfcharius, 
this became the metropolitan church of all the north of Ger- 
many : but the city becoming Lutheran, expelled the archbilhop 
in the reign of Charles V. This fee and that of Ferden were? 
fecularized and yielded to the Swedes by the treaty of Weflphaliaj 
in 1648. 

(1) See his life in Mabillon, Aft. Ben, 
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St. AGATHA, V. M. 

We have her panegyricks by St. Aldbelin^ in the feventh, and St. 
Methodius patriarch of Co7iJlantinople^ in the eleventh^ centuries: 
alfo a hymn in her honour among the poems of. pope Damafus. The 
Greeks have interpolated her adls : hut thofe in Latin are very 
ancient. They are abridged by Til/emont, T. 3. p* 409. 

A. D. 25L 

THE cities of Palermo and Catana, in Sicily, difpute the 
honour of her birth : but they do much better who, 
by copying her virtues and claiming her patronage, firivc 
to become her fellow-citizens in heaven. It is agreed that £he 
received the crown of martyrdom at Catana, in the perfecution 
of Decius, in the third confulftiip of that prince, in the year 
of our Lord 25 x* She was of a rich and illuftrious family, 
and having been confecrated to God from her tender years 
triumphed over many affaults upon her chaftity. Quintianus, a 
man of confular dignity, bent on gratifying both his luft and 
avarice, imagined he fhould eafily compafs his wicked defigns 
on Agatha's perfon and eftate, by means of the emperour's 
edict againft the chriflians. He therefore caufed her to be ap- 
prehended and brought before him at Catana. Seeing herfelf 
in the hands of the perfecutors, fhe made this prayer : ct Jefus 
<c Chrift, Lord of all things, you fee my heart, you know my 
u defire : poflefs alone all that I am. I am your fheep, make 
" me worthy to overcome the devil. " She wept, and prayed 
for courage and flrength all the way fhe went. On her ap- 
pearance, Quintianus gave orders for her being put into the 
hands of Aphrodifia, a moft wicked woman, who with fix 
daughters, all proltitutes, kept a common flew. The faint fuf- 
fered in this infamous place aflaults and flratagcms againft her 
virtue, infinitely more terrible to her than any tortures or 
death itfelf. But placing her confidence in God, flie never 
ccafed with fighs and molt carncft tears to implore his protec- 
tion, and by it was an overmatch for all their hellifh attempts 

the. whole month ihc was there. Quintianus being informed 
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of her conftancy after thirty days, ordered her to be brought 
before him* The virgin in her firft interrogatory told him, that 
to be a fervant of Jefas Chrift was the moft iJluftrious nobility, 
and true liberty. The judge offended at her refolute anfwers, 
commanded her to be buffeted, and led to prifon. She entered 
it with great joy, recommending her future conBi£t to God. 
The next day fhe was arraigned a fecond time at the tribunal, 
and anfwered with equal conftancy that Jefus Chrift was her 
life and her falvation, Quintianus then ordered her to be 
ftretched on the rack, which torment was ufually accompanied 
with ftripes, the tearing of the fides with iron hooks, and burn- 
ing them with torches or matches. The governour, enraged to 
fee her fuffer all this with chearfulnefs* commanded her breafts 
to be tortured, and afterwards to be cut off. At which fhe made 
him this reproach : " Cruel tyrant, do you not blufh to torture 
" this part of my body, you that fucked the breafts of a woman 
u yourfelf ?" He remanded her to prifon with afevere order, that 
neither falves nor food fhould be allowed her. But God would 
be himfelf her phyfician, and the apoftle St. Peter in a viflon 
comforted her, healed all her wounds, and filled her dungeon 
with a heavenly light. Quintianus four days after, not the 
leaft moved at the miraculous cure of her wounds, caufed her 
to be rolled naked over Jive coals mixed with broken pot- 
fhreds. Being carried back to prifon fhe made this prayer : 
" Lord, my creator, you have ever protected me from the 
" cradle. You have taken from me the love of the world, 
" and given me patience to fuffer: receive now my foul.'* 
After which words fhe fweetly gave up the ghofh Her name 
is inferred in the canon of the mafs, in the calendar of Car- 
thage as ancient as the year 530, and in all martyrologies of 
the Latins and Greeks. Pope Symmachus built a church in 
Rome under her name about the year 500. St. Gregory the 
Great enriched a church which he purged from the Arian im- 
piety, with her relicks (1) which it ftill pofie/Ies, 

(1) Dial. b. 3. ch. 30. 
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The Martyrs of Japan. 



See the triumph of the martyrs of Japan by F. Trigau/t, the hi- 
flory of Japan by F* Crajfet, and that by the learned F. Charle- 
voix : a/Jo, the life of F. Spino/a. 

TH E empire of Japan, fo called from one of the iflands 
of which it is compofed, was difcovered by certain Por- 
tuguefe merchants, about the year 1541. It is generally di- 
vided into feveral little kingdoms, all which obey one fovereign 
emperour. The capital cities are Meaco and Jedo. The 
manners of this people are the reverfe of ours in many things. 
Their character iftick is pride, and an extravagant Jove of ho- 
nour. They adore idols of grotefque fhapes, by which they 
reprefent certain famous wicked anceftors : the chiefeft are 
Amida and Xacha. Their priefts are called Bonzas, and all 
obey the Jaco or high-priefr. St. Francis Xavier arrived in 
Japan in 1549, baptized great numbers, and whole provinces 
received the faith. The three kings of Arima, Bungo and 
Omura fent a folemn embafly of obedience to pope Gregory 
XIII. in 1582 : and in 1587, there were in Japan above two 
hundred thoufand chriftians, and among the/e feveral kings, 
princes and Bonzas. But in 1588, Cambacundono, the haughty 
emperour, having ufurped the honours of a deity, commanded all 
the Jefuits to leave his dominions within fix months : however, 
many remained there difguifed. In 1592, the perfecution was 
renewed, and feveral Japoncfe converts received the crown of 
martyrdom. The emperour Tagcofama, one of the proudeft 
and moft vicious of men, was worked up into rage and jca- 
ioufy by a fufpicion fuggefted by certain European merchants, 
defirous of the monopoly of this trade, that the view of the 
miffionaries in preaching the cliriftian faith was to facilitate the 
conquer!: of their country by the Portuguefe or Spaniards. Three 
Jefuits and fix Francifcins were crucified on a hill near Nanga- 
i'aqui in 1597. The latter were partly Spaniards and partly 
Indians, and had at their head F. Peter Baptift, commiflary 
of his Order, a native of Avila, in Spain. As to the Jefuits, 
one was Paul Michi, a noble Japoncfe and an eminent preacher, 
at that time thirty-three years old. The other two, John 
Ciotto and James Kifai, were admitted into the Society in pri- 
fon a little before they fufFcrcd. Several Japoncfe converts 
fu fie red with them. The martyrs were twenty-fix in number, 

and among them were three boys who ufed to icrvc the friars 
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atmafs ; two of them were fifteen years of age, and the third only 
twelve, yet each fhewed great joy and conftancy in their fuffer- 
ings. Of thefe martyrs, twenty-four had been brought to 
Meaco, where only a part of their left- ears was cut off, by a 
mitigation of the fentence which had commanded the ampu- 
tation of their nofes and both ears. They were conducted 
through many towns and publick places, their cheeks flained 
with blood for a terrour to others. When the fwenty-iix fol- 
diers of Chrift were arrived at the place of execution near 
Nangafaqui, they were allowed to make their confellion to two 
jefuits of the convent in that town, and being fattened to 
crofles by cords and chains about their arms and legs, and an 
iron collar about their necks, were railed into the air, 
the foot of each crofs falling into a hole prepared for it in the 
ground. The crofles were planted in -a row about four feet 
afunder, and each martyr had an executioner near him, with 
a fpear ready to pierce his fide ; for fuch is the Japonefe manner 
of crucifixion. As foon as all the crofTes were planted, the execu- 
tioners lifted up their lances, and at a fignal given all pierced the 
martyrs almoft in the fame inflant •> upon which they expired 
and went to receive the reward of their fufFerings. Their blood 
and garments were procured by chriftians, and miracles were 
wrought by them. Urban VIII. ranked them among the 
martyrs, and they are honoured on the fifth of February, the 
day of their triumph. The reft of the nn Nonaries were put 
on board a ve/Tel, and carried out of the dominions, except 
twenty-eight priefts, who ftaid behind in difguife. Tag- 
cofama dying ordered his body fhould not be burned, as was 
the cuftom in Japan, but preferved enfhrined in his palace of 
Fuximi, that he might be worfhipped among the gods, under 
the title of the new god of <war. The moft ftatdy temple in 
the empire was built to him, and his body dcpofited in it. 
The Jefuits returned foon after, and though the miflionaries 
were only an hundred in number, they converted in 1599, forty 
thoufand, and in 1600, above thirty thoufand, and built fifty 
churches ; for the people were highly fcandalizcd to fee him 
worfhipped as a god whom they had remembered a mod covet- 
ous, proud and vicious tyrant. But in 1602, Cubolama re- 
newed the bloody perfecution, and many Japonefe converts were 
beheaded, crucified or burned. Jn 1614, new cruelties were 
exercifed to overcome their conftancy, as by bruifing their 
fect between certain pieces of wood, cutting off or fqucezing 
their limbs one after another, applying red-hot irons or flow 
fires, flaying oft" the fkin of the fingers, putting burning coals 
to their hands, tearing oft* the flefli with pincers, or thrufting 
feeds into all parts of their bodies, and turning them about to 

S 2 tear 
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tear their flefh, tiU they fhould fay, they would forfake their 
faith : all which, innumerable perfons, even children, bore with 
invincible conftancy til] death. In 1616, Xogun fucceeding 
his father Cubofama in the empire, furpafled him in cruelty. 
The rnoft illuftrious of thefe religious heroes was F. Charles 
Spinola. He v/as of a noble Genoefe family, and entered the 
Society at Nola, whilft his uncle cardinal Spinola was bifhop 
of that city. Out of zeal and a defire of martyrdom, he begged 
to be fent on the Japonefe million. He arrived there in 1602; 
laboured many years in that miflion, gained many to Chrift by 
his mildnefs, and lived in great auftcrity ; for his ufual food 
was only a little rice and herbs. He fufFered four years a moil 
cruel imprifonment, during which, in burning fevers, he was 
not able to obtain of his keepers a drop of cold water out of 
meals : yet he wrote from his dungeon : " Father, how 
c< fweet and delightful is it to fuffer for Jefus Chrift ! I have 
" learned this better by experience than I am able to exprefs, 
efpecially fince we are in thefe dungeons where we faft con- 
" tinually. The ftrength of my body fails me, but my joy 
<c increases as I fee death draw nearer. O what a happinefs 
" for me if next Eafter I fhall fing the heavenly Alleluia in 
* c the company of the Blefled \" In a long letter to his coufin 
Maximilian Spinola, he faid : u O if you had tafted the dc- 
<c lights with which God fills the fouls of thofe who ferve him, 
<€ and fuffer for him, how would you contemn all that the 
world can promife ! I now begin to be a difciple of Jefu 
" Chrift, fince for his love I am in prifon, where I fuffer 
<c much. But I affure you that when I am fainting with 
<c hunger, God hath fortified me by his fweet confolations, fo 
<c that I have looked upon myfelf as well recompenfed for his 
* c fcrvice. And though I were yet to pafs many years in pri- 
" for), the time would appear fhort, through the extreme defire 
*' which I feel of fuffering for him who even here fo well rc- 
* l pays our labours. Beftdes other licknefs, I have been afflicted 
with a continued fever a hundred days without any remedies 
or proper nourifhnicnt. All this time my heart was fo full of 
cc joy, that it feemed to me too narrow to contain it. I have 
* 4 never felt any equal to it, and I thought myfelf at the gates of 
Ci parndifc." His joy was excefiive at the news that he was con- 
demned to be burnt alive, and he never ceafed to thank God 
for fo great a mercy of which he owned himfelf unworthy. He 
was conducted from his laft prifon at Omura to Nangafaqtii, 
where fifty martyrs fu Acred together on a hill within figh f 
of that city, nine Jcfuits, four Francifcans and fix Domi- 
nicans, the reft fee u Jars : twenty-five were burned, the 

reft beheaded. The twenty-five flakes were fixed all on a 
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row, and the martyrs tied to them. Fire was fet to the end 
of the pile of wood twenty-five feet from the martyrs, and gra- 
dually approached them two hours before it reached them, Fw 
Spinoh flood unmoved with his eyes lifted up towards heaven,* 
till the cords which tied him being burnt, he fell into the 
flames, and was confumed on the fecond of September in 1622, 
being fifty-eight years old. Many others, efpecially Jefuits, 
fuffered vanoufly, being either burnt at flow fires, crucified, be- 
headed, or thrown into a burning mountain, or hung with their 
heads downwards in pits, which cruel torment ufually put an 
end to their Jives in three or four days. In 1639, the Portu- 
guefe and all other Europeans, except the Dutch, were forbid 
to enter Japan, even for trade : the very ambafladors which 
the Portuguefe fent thither were beheaded. In 1642, five Je- 
fuits landed fecretly in Japan, but were foon difcovered, and 
after cruel tortures were hung in pits till they expired. Thus 
hath Japan encouraged the church militant, and filled the 
triumphant with glorious martyrs; though only the firft 
mentioned have as yet been publickly declared fuch by the holy 

See, 7 
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H E devil fet all his engines to work, that he might detain 
in his captivity thofe great nations, which, by the un- 
crutabJe judgments of God, lay yet buried in the night of in- 
fidelity, and by their vicious habits and prejudices had aN 
moft extinguifhed the law written in their breafts by their 
Creator. The pure light of the gofpel fufficed to difpel the 
dark clouds of idolatry by its own brightnefs j but the pa/lions 
of men were not to be fubdued but by the omnipotent hand of 
nim, who promifed that his holy faith and falvation fhould be 
propagated throughout all nations. All the machinations of hell 
were not able to defeat the divine mercy, not even by the /cand; 
of thofe fiilfe chrifiians, whom jealoufy, covetoufnefs and th^ 
Pint of the world blinded and feared to every feeling, not on- 
ly of religion, but even of humanity. Religious miffionaries, 
iiiied with the fpirit of the apottles, and armed with the power 

baffled obftaclcs which feemed unfurmountable to flefh 
ami blood- and by their zeal, charity, patience, humility, 
meeknefsj mortification and invincible courage triumphantly 
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planted the ftandard of the crofs in a world heretofore unknown 
to us, and but lately difcovered, not by blind chance, but for 
thefe great purpofes of divine providence. 

It appears from the Chinefe annals in F. Du Halde's Hiflory 
of China, that this vaffc empire is the moft ancient in the 
world. Mr. Shuckford (1) thinks, that their firft king Fo-hi 
was Noah himfelf, whom he imagines to have fettled here 
foon after the deluge. Mr. Swinton, in the twentieth Tome 
of the Univerfal hiftory, juftly cenfures this conjecture, and 
rejects the firft dynafty of the Chinefe hiftory; which Mr. 
Jackfon, in his chronology, with others, vindicates. Fo-hi 
was either Sem himfelf, or one that lived very foon after the 
flood, from whom this empire derives its origin.' Confucius 
was the great philofopher of this people, who drew up the plan 
of their laws and religion. He is thought to have flouriflied 
about the time of king Solomon. He was of royal extraction, 
and a man of fevere morals. His writings contain many fublimc 
moral truths, and fhew him to have been the greateft philofo- 
pher that ever lived. As he came nearer to the patriarchs in 
time, and received a more perfect tradition from them, he fur- 
pafled, in the excellency of his moral precepts, Pythagoras, So- 
crates and Plato. He taught men to obey, honour and fear 
the Lord of Heaven y to Jove their neighbour as themfelves, to 
fubdue irregular inclinations, and to be guided in all things by 
reafon : that God is the original and ultimate end of all things, 
which he produced and preferves, himfelf eternal, infinite, and 
immutable 5 one, fupremely holy, fupremely intelligent, and 
invifible. He often mentioned the expectation of a Mellias 
to come, a perfect: guide and teacher of virtue, calling him 
'the holy man, and the holy per/on who is expected to come on earth. 
It is a tradition in China, that he was often heard to fay, " that 
** in the Weft the Holy One will apear." This he delivered 
from the patriarchal tradition $ but he not only mentions hea- 
venly fpirits, the minifters of God, but he alfo ordains the wor- 
fhip of thefe fpirits by religious rites and facrifices, and con- 
curs with the idolatry which was cftabliflied in his time. St. 
Francis Xavier had made the converfion of China the object oi 
his zealous wiflics ; but died like another Mofes in fight of it. 
His religious brethren long attempted in vain to gain admit- 
tance into that country : but the jealoufy of the inhabitants re- 
fit fed entrance to all ftrangcrs. However, God was pleafoil ;it 
the repeated prayers of his fervants, to crown them with fuc- 
cefs. The Poitugucfe made a fettlcment at Macao, an iflaml 
within fight of China, and obtained leave to go thither twice 

a year 
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a year for trade at the fairs of Can tori. F. Matthew Ricci* 
a Roman Jefuit, a good mathematician, and a difciple of Cla- 
vius, being fettled a milfionary at Macao, went over with them 
feveral times into China, and in 1583, obtained leave of the 
governour to refide there with two other Jefuits. A little cate- 
chifm which he publifhed, and a map of the world in which 
he placed the firft meridian in China, to make it the middle of 
the world, according to the Chinefe notion, gained him many- 
friends and admirers. In 1595, he effablifhed a fecond refl- 
dence of Jefuits, at Nanquin, and made himfelf admired there 
by teaching the true figure of the earth, the caufe of lunar 
eclipfes, &c. He alfo built an obfervatory, and converted 
many to the faith. In 1600, he went to Peicuin, and carried 
with him a clock, a watch and many other prefents to the em- 
perour, who granted him a refidence in that capital. He con- 
verted many, and among thefe, feveral officers of the court, one 
of whom was Paul Siu, afterwards prime minifl er, under whofe 
protection a flourifliing church was eftablifhed in his country, 
Xankai (2), in which were 40,000 chriftians when the late 
perfecution begaq, Francis Martinez, a Chinefe Jefuit, hav- 
ing converted a famous doctor, was beaten feveral times, and 
at length expired under the torment. Ricci died in 161 7, hav- 
ing lived in favour with the emperour Vanlie. 

F. Adam Schall, a Jefuit from Cologn, by his mathematicks 
became known to the emperour Zonchi : but in 1636, that 
prince laid violent hands upon himfelf that he might not fall 
into the hands of two rebels who had taken Pekuin. The 
Chinefe called in Xunte, king of a frontier nation of the 
Tartars, to their afliftance, who recovered Pekuin, but de- 
manded the empire for the prize of his victory : and his fon 
Chunchi obtained quiet poiTeflion of it in 1650. From that 
time the Tartars have been emperours of China, but they go- 
vern it by its own religion and laws. They frequently viiit 
their original territories, but rather treat them as the conquered 
country. Chunchi efteemed F. Schall, called him father, and 
was favourable to the chriftians. After his death the four re- 
gents put to death five chriftian Mandarins for their faith, and 
condemned F. Schall, but granted him a reprieve; during which 
be died. The young eniperour Camhi, coming of age, put 
;i Hop to the perfecution, and employed F. Verbieir, a" jefuit, 
to publifh the yearly Chinefe calendar, declared him prelident 
«>i the mathematicks in his palace, and confequently a Man- 
darin. The firft year he opened the chrifliau churches, which 
Was in 1671, above 20,000 fouls were baptized : and in the year 

<S 4 following 
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following an uncle of -the emperour, one of the eight perpetual 
generals of the Tartar troops, and feveral other perfons of di- 
flincTHon. The fucceeding emperours were no lefs favomable 
to the chriflians, and permitted them to build a moll fumptuous 
church, within the inclofure of their own palace, which in 
many refpe£ls furpafled all the other buildings of the empire. 
It was finifhed in i 702- The Dominican friars, according to 
Touron (3;, entered China in 1556, converted many to "the 
faith, and in 1631, laid the foundation of the moft numerous 
church of Fokieu, great part of which province they converted 
to the faith. Four priefts of this Order received the crown of 
martyrdom in 1647, and a fifth, named Francis de Capillas, 
from the convent of Valladolid, the apoftle of the town of 
Fogan, was cruelly beaten, and foon after beheaded on the 
fifteenth of January 1648, " becaufe, as his fentence imported, 
tc he contemned the fpirits and gods of the country." Relations 
hereof were tranfmitted to the Congregation de propaganda fide , 
under pope Urban VIII. 

Upwards of 100,000 fouls zealoufly profefled the faith, and 
they had above two hundred churches. But a debate arofe 
whether certain honours paid by the Chinefe to Confucius and 
their deceafed anceftors, with certain oblations made either fo- 
Jemnly by the Mandarins and doctors at the equinoxes, and at 
the new and full moons, or privately in their own houfes or tem- 
ples, were fuperftitious and idolatrous. Pope Clement XI. in 
1704, condemned thofe rites as fuperftitious, utpote fuperjlitione 
imbutos^ the execution of which decree he committed to the 
patriarch of Antioch, afterwards cardinal Tournon, whom 
he fent as his commifTary, into that kingdom. Benedict XIV. 
confirmed the fame more amply and feverely by his conftitution, 
ex quo fmgulari in 1742, in which he declares, that the faithful 
ought to exprefs God in the Chinefe language by the name 
'I hi en Chu^ i. e. the Lord of heaven : and that the words Tien 9 
the heaven, and JCang Tt^ the Supreme Ruler, are not to be 
ufed, becaufe they fignify the fuprcmc god of the idolaters, a 
kind of fifth eflence, or intelligent nature in the heaven itfelf : 
that the infeription, King Ticii^ zvorJJnp thou the heaven^ cannot 
be allowed. The obedience of thofe who had formerly de- 
fended thefe rites to be meeily political, and civil honours, not 
facred, was Inch, that from that time they have taken every oc- 
cafion of tclrifying it to the world. By a like ftibniifixon and 
victory over him /elf Kcnelon was truly greater than by all his 
other iiluflrious virtues and actions. 
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The emperour Kang-hl protected the chriftian religion in the 
Aloft favourable manner. Whereas his fucceflour Yong-tching 
banifhed the miilionaries out of the chief cities, but kept thofe 
Religious in his palace who were employed by him in painting, 
mathematicks and other liberal arts, and who continued 
Mandarins of the court. Kien-long, the next emperour, 
carried the perfecution to the greateft rigours of cruelty. The 
tragedy was begun by the vice-roy of Fokien, who ftirred up 
the emperour himfelf. A great number of chriftians of all 
ages and fexes were banifhed, beaten and tortured divers ways, 
especially by being buffetted on the face with a terrible kind 
of armed ferula, one blow of which would knock the teeth 
out, and make the head fwell exceedingly. All which tor- 
ments even the young converts bore with incredible conftancy 
rather than difcover where the priefts lay hid, or deliver up the 
crofTes- relicks or facred books, or do any thing contrary to 
the law of God. Many priefts and others died of their tor- 
ments, or of the hardftiips of their dungeons. One bifhop and 
fix priefts received the crown of martyrdom. Peter Martyr 
Sanz, a Spanifh Dominican friar arrived in China in 17 15, 
where he had laboured fifteen years when he was named by 
the Congregation bifhop of Mauri caftre, and ordained by the 
bifhop of Nanquin, aflifted by the bifliops of Pekuin and Ma- 
cao, and appointed Apoftolick Vicar for the province of Fo- 
kien. In 1732, the emperour by an edict banifhed all the 
miffionaries. Peter Sanz retired to Macao, but returned to 
Fokien in 1738, and founded feveral new churches for his nu- 
merous converts, and received the vows of feveral virgins who 
confecrated themfeJves to God. The vice-roy provoked at this, 
caufed him to be apprehended amidft the tears of his dear 
/lock, with four Dominican friars, his fellow-labourers. They 
were beaten with clubs, buffetted on the face with gantelets 
made of feveral pieces of leather, and at length condemned to 
Jofe their heads. The bifliop was beheaded on the fame day 
the 26th of May 1747. The Chinefe fupcrftitioufly imagine 
that the foul of one that is put to death, feizes the firfr per- 
foil it meets ; and therefore all the fpectators run away as foon 
as they fee the ftroke of death given. But none of them did 
fo at the death of this blefled martyr. On the contrary, ad- 
miring the joy with which he died, and efteeming his holy foul 
happy, they thought it a blefling to come the neareft to him, 
and to touch his blood : which they did as rcfpecStfulJy as chri- 
ftians could have done, for whom a pagan gathered the blood j 
hecau/o they durft not appear. The other four Dominican 
friars who were alfo Spaniards, fuffered much, during twenty- 
eight months cruel imprifonmcnt, and were flranglcd privately 

in 
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in their dungeons on the twenty-eighth of October 1748, 
Pope Benedidt XIV. made a difcourfe to the cardinals on the 
precious death of this holy bifhop, Sept. 16, 1748 (4). 

Thefe four fellow-martyrs of the Order of St. Dominick 
"were, Francis Serranus, fifty-two years old, who had laboured 
nineteen years in the Chinefe mifiion, and during his laftim- 
prifonment was nominated by pope Benedict XIV". bi/hop of 
Tipafa : Joachim Roio, fifty-fix years old, who had preached 
in that empire thirty-three years : John Alcober, forty-two 
years old, who had /"pent eighteen years in that million : and 
Francis Diaz, thirty-three years old, of which he had em- 
ployed nine in the fame vineyard. During their impri fori mem 
a report that their lives would be fpared, filled them, not with 
joy, but with grief, to the great admiration of the infidels, as 
pope Benedict XIV. mentions in his difcourfe to the confiftory 
of cardinals, on their death, delivered in 1752.: in which he 
qualifies them crowned^ but not declared martyrs : martyr cs con- 
Jummatos^ nondum martyr es vindicates. In the fame perfecution 
two Jefuits, F. Jofeph of Attemis, an Italian, and F. Antony, 
Jofeph Henriquez, a Portuguefe, were apprehended in De- 
cember 1747, and tortured feveral times to compel them to 
renounce their religion. They were at length condemned to 
death by the Mandarins, and the fentence, according to cu- 
ilom, being fent to the emperour was confirmed by him, and 
the two priefts were ftrangled in prifon on the X2th of Septem- 
ber 1748 (a ). 

The blood of thefe martyrs already flourifhes in its hundred- 
fold in creafe, as St. Juftin laid of the primitive martyrs: " Wc 
* 6 are flain with the fword ; but we incrcafe ano 1 multiply : the 
c * more we are perfecuted and deflroyed, the more are added 
<c to our numbers. As a vine, by being pruned and cut clofe, 
<c fhoots forth new fuckers, and bears a greater abundance of 
cc fruit; fo is it with us (5)." Among other falfe reflections 
the baron of Montefquiou, an authour too much admired by 
many, writes (6) : " It is hardly po/fiblc that chriftianity Ihould 
<c ever be eftablifhed in China. Vows of virginity,thc afiembling 
<c of women in the churches, their necellary intcrcourfc with 
cc the minifiers of religion, their participation of the facraments, 
* c auricular confeffion, the marrying but onewifo, all this over- 

cc fcts the manners and cuUoms, and {hikes at the religion and 

" laws 

(4) See Touron, 'J'. f>. p 7^0- (5) Apol. z> ol 1. 

(6) I/Efprit des loix, u. xix. itf. 

(a) Lcttrcs cdifiantcs ct curieufes tics million aires., Vol. ?<7 a,K ' 
28. 
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a jaws of the country." Could he forget that the gofpel 
overcame all thefe impediments, where it was firft eftabliftied, 
in fpite of the moft inveterate prejudices, and of all worldly 
oopofition from the great and the learned ; whereas philo- 
fophy, though patronized by princes, could never in any age 
introduce its rules even into one city. In vain did the philo- 
sopher Plotinus folicit the emperour Galienus to rebuild a 
ruined city in Campania, that he and his difciples might efta- 
blifti in it the republick of Plato : a fyftem, in fome points, 
flattering the paflions of men, almoft as Mahometifm fell in 
with the prejudices and paflions of the nations where it pre- 
vails. So viiibly is the church the work of God. 

In Tonquin, a kingdom South- Well of China, in which 
the king and Mandarins follow the Chinefe religion, though 
various feels of idolatry and fuperftition reign among the 
people, a perfecution was raifed againft the chriilians in 17 13. 
In this ftorm 150 churches were demolifhed, many converts 
were beaten with a hammer on their knees, and tortured various 
other ways, and two Spanifh mhflionary priefts of the Order of 
St. Dominick) fufFcred martyrdom for the faith, F. Francis 
Gil do Federich, and F. Matthew Alfonfo Leziniana. F. Gil 
arrived there in 1735, and found above 20,000 chriftians in 
the weft of the kingdom, who had been baptized by priefts of 
his Order. This vineyard he began affiduoufly to cultivate j 
but was apprehended by a neighbouring Bonza in 1737, and 
condemned to die the year following. The Tunquinefe 
ufitalJy execute condemned perfons only in the laft moon of the 
year, and a rejoicing or other accidents often caufe much longer 
delays. The confeflbr was often allowed the liberty of faying 
mafs in the prifon ; and was preffed to fave his life by faying 
that he came into Tonquin as a merchant : but this would have 
been a lie, and he would not fufTcr any other to give in fuch 
an anfwer for- him. Father Matthew, a prieft of the fame Or- 
der, after having preached ten years in Tonquin, was fcized 
while he was faying mafs ; and, becaufc he refilled to trample on 
a crucifix', was condemned to die in 1743; and in May 1744* 
was brought into the fame prifon with F. Gil. The idolaters 
were fo ailoniflicd to fee their ardour to die, and the forrow of 
the latter upon an offer of his life, that they cried out : 
" Others defire to live, but thefe men to die." They were 
both beheaded together on the twenty-fecond of January 
1744. 
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On the fame DAY 



Many martyrs in Pontus under Dioclefian. Some were tortured 
with melted lead poured upon them, others with iharp reeds thruft 
under their nails, and fuch like inventions feveral times repeated 

At length they various ways compleated their martyrdom. See 

Eufebius Hiil J. 8. c. iz. p. 306. 

St. Avitus, Archbiihop of Vienna, C. He was of a fenato. 
rian Roman family, but born in Auvergne. He governed the f ec 
of Auvergne thirty-three years, excommunicated Sigifmund king of 
Burgundy for incefl 5 but when that prince had imbrued his 
hands in the blood of his fon, being deceived by a ltep-mothcr 
St. Avitus infpired him with fo great a horrour of his crime that he 
became a monk, SLud died a faint. St. Avitus has left us feveral 
elegant facrcd poems, a book on Virginity to his filter Fufcina, a nun, 
eighty-feven epiftles, and two homilies on the Rogations. He died 
in 52 Ennodius and other writers of that age extol his learning 
and virtues, efpecially his extenfive charity to the poor, 

St. Alice, or Adelaide, V. Abbefs. She was daughter of 
Megendofe count of Guelders, and governed the nunnery of Bel- 
lich on the Rhine, near Bom (now a church of canone/Tes) but died 
in 1015, abbefs of our Lady's in Cologne, both monafterjes hav- 
ing been founded by her father. See Miraeus in Fajlis BeU 
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St. DOROTHY, Virgin and Martyr 



ST. Aldhejlm relates from her afis(i), that Fabritius, the 
governour of Gefarea in Cappadocia, inflicted on her 
moir cruel torments becaufc fhe refufed to marry, or to adore 

t'dols : that me converted two apoftatc- women fent to ftduce 
icr ; and that being condemned to be beheaded fhe converted 
one Thcophilus by fending him certain fruits and flowers 
miraculoufly obtained of her heavenly fpoufe. She feems 
to have f uttered under Dicclcfian. Her body is kept in the ce- 
lebrated church which bears her name beyond the Tiber in 

Komc. 

(1) L. de Laud. Virgin, c. 25. 
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Rome* She is mentioned on this day in the ancient martyro- 
I02V under the name oF St. Jerom. There was another 
holv virgin caJled Dorothy, a rich and noble lady of the 
city of Alexandria, who fuffered torments and a voluntary 
banifhment to preferve her faith and chaftity againft the brutiflt 
iuft and tyranny of the emperour Maximinus,- in the year 308., 
as is recorded by Eufebius (2), and Rufinus (3), 



St. VEDAST, Bifhop of Arras, C. 

From a very Jbort life of his written foon after his death, and ano- 
ther longer corrected by Alcuin, both in Bollandus* 

A. D. 539. 

ST. Veda st left his own country very young, (which 
fcems to have been in the Weft of France) and led a holy 
life concealed from the world in the diocefe of Toul, where 
the bifhop, charmed with his virtue, promoted him to the 
priefthood. Govis I. king of France, returning from his vie- 
"35? y over the Alemanni, haftening to Rheimes to receive bap- 
tifm, defired at Toul fome prieft who might inftrudt and pre- 
pare hirn for that holy facrament on the road. Vedaft was pre- 
fented to his majefty for this purpofe. Whilft he accompanied 
the king at the pafiage of the river Aifne, a blind man, begg- 
ing on the bridge, befought the fervant of God to reftore. to 
him his fight. The faint, divinely infpired, prayed and made 
the fign of the crofs on his eyes, and he immediately reco- 
vered it. The miracle confirmed the king in the faith, and 
moved fcveral of his courtiers to embrace it. St. Vedaft af- 
iifted St. Remigius in converting the French, till that prelate 
corifecrated him hi/hop of Arras, that he might re-eft ablhfh the 
faith in that country. As he was entering that city in 499, he 
rcftored light to a blind man, and cured one that was lame. 
Thefc miracles excited the attention, and difpofed the hearts of 
many infidels to a favourable reception of the gofpel, which 
had been received here when the Romans were mailers of the 
country : But the ravages of the Vandals and the Alans having 
cither difperfed or deftroyed the chriflians, Vedaft could not 
uilcover the leaft footftcps of chriftianitv, fave only in the me- 
mory of fome old people who flic wed him without the walls a 
poor ruinous church, where chriftians ufed to hold tJicir reli- 
gious 



(2) L, 3. c. 14, 



(3) L. 8. c. 17, 
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gious aflemblies. He fighed to fee the Lord's field fo overgrown 
with bufhes and brambles, and become the haunt of wild lleafts- 
whereupon he made it his moft earneft fupplication to God chat 
he would in his mercy vouchfafe to reftore his worfhip in that 
country. A national faith is fo great a blefting, that we fel- 
dom find it granted a fecond time to thofe, who, by imitating 
the ingratitude of the Jews, have drawn upon tbemfelves the 
like terrible chaftifement. St. Vedaft found the infidels ftupid 
and obftinate: yet perfevered, till by his patience, mceknefs, 
charity and prayers he triumphed over bigotted fuperftition and 
luft, and planted throughout that country the faith and holy 
maxims of Chnft. The great diocefe of Cambray, which was 
extended beyond Brufteis, was alfo committed to the care of 
this holy paftor by St. Remigius in 510, and the two fees re- 
mained a long time united. St. Vedaft continued his labours 
almoft forty years, and left his church flourifhing in fanclityat 
his deceafe on the fixth of February in 539. He was buried in the 
cathedral which is dedicated to God under the patronage of the 
Blefled Virgin 3 but 1 28 years after, St. Aubertus, the feventh 
bifhop, changed a little chapel, which St, Vedaft had built in ho- 
nour of St.Peter without the walls into an abbey, and removed the 
relicks of St. Vedaft into this new church, leaving a fmall portion 
of them in the cathedral. This great abbey of St. Vedaft was 
finifhed by St. Vindicianus, fucceflbur to St. Aubertus, and 
moft munificently endowed by king Theodorick or Thierry, 
who lies buried in the church with his wife Doda. Our an- 
cestors had a particular devotion to St. Vedaft, whom they called 
St. Fofter, whence defcends the family-name of Foiter, as 
Cambden takes notice in his Remains. 

On the fame DAY 
St. Amandus, B. C. He was born near Nantes, of pious pa- 
rents, lords of that territory. At twenty years of age he retired in- 
to a fmall monaftcry in the little i/le of Oyc, near that of Re. He 
had not been there above a year when his father found him out, 
and made ufe of every pcrfuafive argument in his power to prevail 
with him to quit that ftate of life. To his threats of disheriting 
him the faint chearfully anfwered: " Chrift is my only inherit- 
" ance." The faint went to Tours, and a year after to Bourgcs, 
where he lived near fifteen years under the direction of St. A u lire- 
gifilus, the bifliop, in a cell near the cathedral. His clo a thing was 
a fingle fack-cloth, and his fuftenance barley-bread anil water. 
After a pilgrimage to Rome he was ordained in France a miilionary 



the biavj on tne jjanuoc. imt ueing otuumcu uy ku^ x^—- - 
whom he had boldly reproved for his icandalous crimes, he preach* 
cd to the pagans of Gafcony and Navarre. Dagobcrt won re- 
called him, threw himfclf at his feet to beg his pardon, and cauit-a 
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him to baptize his new-born fon, St. Sigebert, afterwards king. 
The idolatrous people about Ghent were fo favage that no preacher 
durft venture himfelf among them. This moved the faint to 
choofe that miflion ; during the courfe of which he was often 
beaten, and fometimes thrown into the river : he continued preach- 
ing though for a long time he faw no fruit, and fupported himfelf 
by his labour. The miracle of his raifing a dead man to life, 
at laft opened the eyes of the Barbarians, and the country came 
jn crouds to receive baptifm, deftroying the temples of their idols; 
with their own hands. In 633, the faint, having built them feveral 
churches, founded two great monafteries in Ghent, both under the 
patronage of St. Peter ; one was named Blandinberg from the hill 
Blandin, on which it Hands, now the rich abbey of St. Peter's r 
the other took the name of St. Bavo, from him who gave his; 
eftate for its foundation. This became the cathedral in 1559, 
when the city was created a bifhop's fee. Befides many pious 
foundations, both in France and Flanders, in 639, he built the 
great abbey three leagues from Tournay, called Elnon, from the 
river on which it Hands ; but it has long fince taken the name of 
St. Amand, with its town and warm mineral baths. In 649, he 
ivas chofen biihop of Maeftricht : but three years after, he re- 
signed that fee to St. Remaclus, and returned to his millions, to 
which his companion for the blindneis of infidels always in- 
clined his heart He continued his labours among them till the 
age of eighty-fix, when, broken with infirmities he retired to El-' 
non, which houfe he governed as abbot four years more, {pending 
that time in preparing his foul for his paifage to eternity, which 
happened in 675. His body is honourably kept in that abbey*' 
The Sarum and York Breviary honoured St. Amandus and St.' 
Vedaft with an office of nineleilbns. 
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FEBRUARY 7. 

St. ROM UltD, Abbot, Founder 

of the Order of Camaldoli, C. 

From bis life written by St. Peter Damtan^ fifteen years after his 

death. Flair y, &c. 

A. D. 1027. 

ST. Romuald, of the family of the dukes of Ravenna, 
called Honefti, was born in that capital about the year 
956. Being brought up in the maxims of the world, in foft- 
nefs and the love of plcafurcs, he grew every day more and 
more cnflavcd to his paflions : yet he often made a refolution 
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of undertaking fome thing remarkable for the honour of God • 
and when he went a hunting if he found* an agreeable folitary 
place in the woods, he would flop in it to pray, and would cry 
out : 6 * How happy were the ancient hermits who had fuch ha- 
C6 bitations ! With what tranquility could they ferve God, free 
« from the tumult of the world r* His father, whofe name 
was Sergius, a worldly man, agreed to decide a difpute he bad 
with a relation about an eflate, by a duel* Romuald was 
fhocked at the criminal defign ; but by threats of being dis- 
herited' if he refufed* was engaged by his father to be prefent as 
a fpe&ator : Sergius flew his adverfary. Romuald then twenty 
years of age, ftruck with horrour at the crime that had been 
perpetrated, though he had concurred to it no further than by 
his prefence, thought himfelf however obliged to expiate it by 
a fevere courfe of penance for forty days in the neighbouring 
BenedicSine monaftery of Claflis, within four miles of Ra- 
venna. He performed great aufterities, and prayed and wept 
almoft without intermiflion. His compunction and fervour 
made all' thefe exercifes feem eafy and fweet to him : and the 
young nobleman became every day more and more penetrated 
with the fear and love of . God. The good example which 
hefaw?, and the difcourfes of a pious lay- brother who waited 
on him 3 concerning eternity and the contempt of the world 
wrought fo powerfully upon him, that he petitioned in full 
Chapter to be admitted as a penitent to the religious habit. 
After fome demurs,, through their apprehenfion of his father's 
refentment whofe next heir the faint was, his requeft was granted. 
He pafled feven years in this houfe in fo great fervour and au- 
fterity, that his example became odious to certain tepid monks, 
tarhb could pot bear fuch a continual reproach of their floth. 
They were more exafperated when his fervour prompted him to 
reprove their conduct, iinfomucft* that fome of tire molt aban- 
doned formed a defign upon his life, the execution of which 
he prevented' by leaving that monaflepy with; the abbot's con- 
tent, amf retiring into- the neighbourhood of Venice, where he 
. put himfelf under the ditfedioft. of Marinus* a holy hermit, 
who there led an auftcre afcetick life. Under this matter 
Romuald made great progrefe in every virtue belonging to a re- 
ligious ftatc of fife. 

Peter Urfeolo was then doge of Venice, He had been un- 
juftly railed to that dignity two years before by a faflion 
which. had aflailiaaated his predeccfTor Candian ; in which con- 
spiracy he is faidi by fome to have been an accomplice ; though 
this is denied by the Venetian hiflorians. This murder how- 
ever paved the way fbr his advancement to the fovcreigntft 

which, the flings ot hie confciencc would not fuiFcr him quietly 

to 
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to enjoy. This put him upon confulting St. Guarinus, an ho* 
Jy abbot of t?atalonia then at Venice, about what he was to 
Jo to be laved. The advice of St. Marin us and St. Romuald 
was alfo defirea>, Thefe three unanimouHy agreed in propofing 
a monaftick fta*e, as affording the beft opportunities for ex- 
piating his crimes. Urfeolo acquiefced, and under pretence of 
joining with his family at their Villa, where he had ordered a 
great entertainment, fet out privately with St. Guarinus, St. Ro* 
muald and John Gradenigo, a Venetian nobleman, for St* 
Guarinus's monaftery of St.Michael of Cufan, in that part of Ca- 
talonia which was then fubje& to France. Here Urfeolo and 
Gradenigo made their monaftick profeffion : Marinus and Ro- 
muald, leaving them under the conduit of Guarinus, retired 
into a defert near Cufan, and there led an eremetical life. Ma- 
ny flocked to them, and Romuald being made fuperiour, firffc 
pia&ifed himfelf what he taught others, joining rigorous fafts, 
fe^ude and . continual prayer, with hard manual labour, He 
.lad an extraordinary ardour for prayer, which he exceedingly 
recommended to his difciples, in whom he could not bear to lee 
the leaft floth or tepidity with regard to the difcharge of this 
duty 5 faying, they had better recite one pfajm with fervour, 
than a hundred with lefs devotion. His own faffs and mor- 
tifications were extremely rigorous, but he was more indulgent 
to others, and in particular to Urfeolo, Who had exchanged 
his monaftery for St. Romuald's defert, where he lived under his 
conduct; who perfevering in his penitential ftate made at 
moft holy end, and is honoured in Venice as a faint with aft 
office on the twenty- fixth of January. 

Romuald in the beginning of his converfion and retreat from 
the world was molefted with various temptations. The devil 
fometimes directly folicited him to vice ; at other times he repre- 
fented to him what he bad forfafeen, and that he had left it to 
ungrateful relations. He would fometimes fuggeft that what 
he did could not be agreeable to God ; at other times, that his 
labours and difficulties were too heavy for man to bear. Thcfc 
and the like attempts of the devil he defeated by watching and 
prayer, in which he parted the whole night j and the de- 
vil ftrovc in vain to divert him from this holy exercife by f hik- 
ing his whole cell, and threatening to bury him in the ruins. Five 
years of grievous interiour conflidts and buffetings of the enemy 
wrought in him a great purity of heart and prepared him for 
moft extraordinary heavenly communications. The converhor* 
of count Oliver or Oliban, lord of that territory, added to his 
spiritual joy. That count, from a voluptuous worldling and 
profligate liver, became a fincere penitent and embraced th<? 
Urder of St, Benedict, He carried great trcafurcs with him to 

Y**» I. T mount 
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mount Caffino, but left his eftate to. his* fon. The example 0 £ 
Romuald had alfo fuch an influence on Sergius, hh father, that 
to make atonement for his pair, fins and enormities, he had 
entered the monaftery of St. Severus near Ravenna ; but after 
fome time fpent there, he yielded fo far to the devil's tempta- 
tions as to meditate a return into the vorld. This was 
a fore affliction to our faint, and determine d him to return to 
Italy to difluade his father from leaving his monaftery. But the 
inhabitants of the country where he lived had- fuch an opinion 
of his fanclity, that they were refolved not to let him go. 
They therefore formed a brutifh extravagant' defign to kill him, 
that they might keep at leaft his body among thern, imagin- 
ing it would be their protection and fafe guard 1 on perilous oc- 
cafions. The faint being informed of their defign had recourfc 
to David's ftratagem, and feigned hi mfelf madw Upon which 
the people lofing their high opinion of him guarded him no 
longer. Being thus at liberty to execute his defign, he fet out 
on his journey to Ravenna, through the South of France. He 
arrived there in 994, and made ufe of all the authority his fu- 
periority in religion gave him over his father ; and by his ex- 
hortations, tears and prayers brought him to fuch- an extraor- 
dinary degree of compunction and forrow, as to prevail with 
him to lay afide all thoughts of leaving his monaftery, where 
he fpent the remainder of his days in great fervour, and died 
with the reputation of fanclity. 

Romuald having acquitted himfelf of his duty towards his 
father, retired into the marlh of Claflis and lived in a cell, re- 
mote from all mankind. The devil purfued him here with 
his former malice 5 he fomctimes overwhelmed his imagina- 
tion with melancholy, and oncefcourged him cruelly in his cell. 
Romuald at length cried out : c6 Swcctcft Jefus, deareft Jefus, 
* c why haft thou for/aken me? haft thou entirely delivered mc 
* c over to my enemies?" At that fweet name the wicked 
fpirits betook themfelves to flight, and fuch an excefs of divine 
fwectnefs and compunction filled the breaft of Romuald, that lie 
melted iuro tears and his heart feemcd quite diflblvcd. He 
ibmetimes infulted his fpiritual enemies, and cried out: "Are 
c< all your forces fpent ? have you no more engines again ft a 
<c poor defpicable fervant of God ?" Not long after, themonk'» 
of Ciaflls chofe Romuald for their abbot. The emperour Otho, 
in. who was then at Ravenna, made ufe of his authority to 
engage the faint to accept the charge, and went in pcrfon tovifit 
him in his cell, where he palled the night lying on the faint's 
poor bed. But nothing could make Romuald conicnt till 
a fynod of bifhops, then ailcmbled at Ravenna, compel) 1 * 1 ' 

him to it by threats of excommunication. The faint's in- 

flexible 
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flexible zeal for the punctual observance of monaftick difcipline 
Coon made thefe monks repent of their choice, which tjiey ma- 
nifefted by their irregular and mutinous behaviour. The faint 
being of a mild difpofition, bore with it for - fome time, im 
hopes of bringing them to a right fenfe of their duty. At 
length, finding all h'\s endeavours to reform them in effectual, 
he came to a* refolution of leaving them, and went to the 
emperour, then befieging Tivoli, to acquaint him of it; whom 
when he could not prevail upon, to accept of his refignation, 
the faint in the prefence of the archbimop of Ravenna threw 
down his crofier at his feet. This interview proved very 
happy for .Tivoli ; for the emperour, though he had con- 
demned that city to plunder, the inhabitants rebelled and 
killed duke Matholin, their governour, fpared it at the in- 
terceflion of St. Romuald. Otho having alfo, contrary to his fo- 
Jemn promife upon oath, put one Crefcentius, a Roman fe- 
nator, to death, who had been the leader in the rebellion of 
Tivoli, and made his widow his concubine; he not only 
performed a fevere publick penance enjoined him by the faint, 
as his confeflbr, but promifed by St. Romuald's advice, to 
abdicate his crown and retire into a convent during life 5 
but this he did not live to perform. The faint's remonltrances 
had a like falutary. effect on Thamn, the emperour's favourite, 
prime minifter and accomplice in the treachery before men- 
tioned, who with feveral other courtiers received the religious 
habitat the hands of St. Romuald, and fpent the remainder of 
his days in retirement and penance. It was a very edifying 
fight to behold feveral young princes and noblemen, who a little 
before had been remarkable for their fplcndid appearance and 
fumptuous living, now leading an obfeure, folitary, penitential 
life in humility, penance, failing, cold and labour. They 
prayed, fung pfalms and worked. They all had their feveral 
employments : fome fpun, others knit, others tilled the ground, 
gaining their poor livelihood by the fweat of their brow. St. 
Boniface furpailed all the reft in fervour and mortification. 
Me was the emperour's near relation, and Co dear to him that 
lie never called him by any other name than, My foul ! He 
excelled in mufick and in all the liberal arts and Icicnces, and 
after having fpent feveral years under the difcipline of St. Ro- 
muald, was ordained biihop and coiumiiJioned by the pope to 
preach to the inhdehi of Ruiha, whole king he converted by his 
miracles, but w.»s beheaded hv the king's brothers, who were 
tlieinleive^ afterward:, converted on feeing the miracles wrought 
on ocealiun of the martyr' 1 , death. Several other monks of 
Roinuald's monaflery met with the fame cruel treatment in 
Sclavonic whither they were font by the pope to preach the 
golneh T 2 St. 
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St.Romuald built many other monafteries, and continued three 
years at one he founded near Parenzo ; one year in the cornmu. 
nity to fettle it, and two in a neighbouring cell. Here he laboured 
fome time under a fpiritual drynefe, not being able to fhed one 
tear j but he ceafed not to continue his devotions with greater 
fervour. At laft being in his cell, at thole words of the 
p fa! mi It: / will give thee under/landing , and will iriftrutt the \ 
he was fuddenly vifited by God with an extraordinary 
light and fpirit of compun&ion which from that time 
never left him- By a fupernatural light, the fruit of prayer, 
he underftood the holy fcriptures, and wrote an expofition 
of the pfalms, full of admirable unflion. He often fore- 
told things to come, and gave directions, full of heavenly wif- 
dom,to all who came to confult him, especially to his religious, 
who frequently came to alk his advice how to advance in vir- 
tue, and how to refift temptations ; he always lent them back 
to their cells full of an extraordinary chearfulnels. Through 
his continual weeping he thought others had a like gift, and 
often faid to his monks : c< Do not weep too much ; for it pre- 
judices the fight and the head." It was his delire, whenever he 
Could conveniently avoid it, not to (ay mafs before a number of 
people, becaufe he could not refrain from tears in offering that 
auguft facrifice. The contemplation of the Divinity often tranf- 
ported him out of himlelf; melting in tears and burning with 
love he would cry out : " Dear Jefus ! my dear Jefus ! my un- 
f< fpeakable defire ! my joy ! joy of the angels ! fweetnefs of 
<c the faints !" and the like, -which he was heard to fpeak with 
a jubilation, which cannot be exprefled. To propagate the 
honour of God, he refolved, by the advice of the bifliop of 
Pola and others, to exchange his remote defert for one where 
he could better advance his holy inftitute. The bifhop of Pa- 
renzo forbad any boat to carry him off, defiring earneftly to 
detain him ; hut the bifhop of Pola fent one to fetch him. He 
miraculoufly calmed a ftorm at fea, and landed fafe at Caprcola. 
Coming to Bifurcum he found the monks cells too magnificent, 
and would lodge in none but that of one Peter, a man of 
extraordinary aufterity, who never would live in a cell larger 
than four cubits. This Peter admired the faint's fpirit of com- 
punction, and faid that when he recited the pfalms alternately 
with him, the holy man ufed to go out thirty times in a night as it 
for fome neccflity, but he law it was to abandon himfelf a feiff 
moments to fpiritual confolation, with which he overflowed 
at prayer, or to fighs and tears which he was not able to contain. 
Romuald fent to the counts of the province of Marino, to beg 
a little ground, whereon to build a monaftery. They hear- 
ing RomuaUPs name, offered him with joy whatever mountains 
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woods, or fields he would choofe among them. He found the 
valley of Caftro moil proper- Exceeding great was the fruit of 
the bleffed man's endeavours, and many put themfelves with 
great fervour under his direction. Sinners, who did not forfake 
the world entirely, were by him in great multitudes moved to 
penance, and to diflxibute great part of their pofleflions liberally 
among the poor. The holy man feemed in the midft of them 
a6 a feraph incarnate, burning with heavenly ardours of divine 
Jove, and inflaming thofe who heard him fpeak. If he tra- 
velled, he rode or walked at a diftance behind his brethren, 
reciting pfalms and watering his checks, almoft without ceafing, 
with tears that flowed in great abundance. 

The faint had always burnt with an ardent defire of mar- 
tyrdom, which was much increafed by the glorious crowns of 
fome of his difciples, efpecially of St. Boniface. At laft not 
able to contain the ardour of his charity and defire to give his 
life for his Redeemer, he obtained the pope's licence, and fet 
out to preach the gofpel in Hungary, in which miffion fome of 
his difciples accompanied him. He had procured two of them to 
be confecrated arch bi (hops by the pope, declining him (elf the 
epifcopal dignity : but a violent illnefe which feized him on his 
entering Hungary, and returned as often as he attempted to pro- 
ceed on his intended defign, was a plain indication of the will 
of God in this matter : fo he returned home with (even of his 
aflbciates. The reft with the two archbifhops went forward, and 
preached the faith under the holy king, St. Stephen, fuffering 
much for Chrift, but none obtained the crown of martyrdom, 
Romuald in his return built fome monafteries in Germany, and 
laboured to reform others ; but this drew on him many perfe- 
ctions. Yet all, even the great ones of the world, trembled 
in his prefence. He refufed to accept either water or wood t 
without paying for it, from Raynerius, marquis of Tufcia, be- 
caufe that prince had married the wife of a relation whoiri hp 
had killed. Raynerius, though a fovereign, ufed to fay, that 
neither theemperour nor any mortal on earth could ftrike him 
with fo much awe as Romuald's prefence did. So powerful 
was the impreflion which the Holy Ghoft, dwelling in his bread:, 
made on the moft haughty finners. Hearing that a certain Ve- 
netian had by fimony obtained the abbey of Claflis, he haftened 
thither. The unworthy abbot ftrovc to kill him to pre/ervc 
his unjuft dignity. He often met with the like plots and af- 
faults from fcveral of his own difciples, which procured him 
the repeated merit, though not the crown, of martyrdom. The 
pope having called him to Rome, he wrought there fcveral mi- 
racles, built fome monaftciics in its neighbourhood, and con-* 

verted innumerable fouls to God. Returning from Rome he 
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made a long ftay at Mount Sitria. A young nobleman addi&ed 
to impurity, being exafperated at the faint's fevere remon- 
flrances, had the impudence to accufe him of a fcandalous crime, 
The monks by a furprifing levity believed the calumny, en- 
joined him a moft fevere penance, forbid him to fay mafs and 
excommunicated him* He bore all with patience and in filence, 
as if really he had been guilty, and refrained from going to the 
altar for fix months. In the feventh month he was admonifhed 
by God to obey no longer fo unjuft and irregular a fentence, 
pronounced without any authority and without grounds. He 
accordingly faid mafs again, and with fuch raptures of devo- 
tion as obliged him to continue Jong abforpt in an extafy. He 
pafTed feven years in Sitria, in his cell in ftricl: fdence, but his 
example did the office of his tongue and moved many to pen- 
ance. In his old age, inftead of relaxing, he encreafed, 
his aufterities and fafts. He had three hair-fhirts which he 
now and then changed. He never would admit of the leaft 
thing to give a favour to the herbs or meal-gruel on which he 
fupported himfelf. If anything was brought him better dre/fed, 
he, for the greater felf-denial, applied it to his noftrils, and faid: 
*' O gluttony, gluttony, thou ihalt never tafte this : perpetual 
tC war is declared againft thee." His difciples alfo were re- 
markable for their auftere lives, went always barefoot, and 
looked exceflive pale with continual failing* No other drink 
was known among them but water, except in ficknefs. St. 
Romuald wrought in this place many miraculous cures of the 
lick. At lafl having fettled his difciples here in a monaftcry 
which he had built for them, he departed for Bifurcum. 

The holy emperour St. Henry J J. who had fucceeded Otho 
III. coming into Italy, and being defnous to fee the faint, fent 
an honourable em bally to him to induce him to come to court. 
At the earneft requcfl of his difciples he complied, but not 
without great reluctance on his fide. The emperour received 
him with the gieateft marks of honour and cftecm, and rifingout 
of his chair, faid to him : c4 I wifh my foul was like yourV 
The faint obferved a ftricl; filence the whole time the interview 
laded, to the great aftonilhment of the court. The emperour 
being convinced that this did not proceed from pride or difdnin, 
but from humility and a deft re of being defpifed, was fo far from 
being offended at it, that it occafionetl his conceiving a higher 
cftcem and veneration for him. The next day he received 
from him wholelbme advice in hiscWl't. The German noble- 
men fhewed him the trreateft rcfpc£t as he palled through the 
court, and plucked the very hairs out of his garments lor re- 
licks, at which he was fo much grieved that he would have 
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immediately gone back, if he had not been flopped. The ern- 
perotir gave him a rnonaftery on Mount Amiatus. 

The moft famous of aJI his monafteries is that of Camaldoli, 
near Arezzo, in Tufcany, on the frontiers of the eccle/iafrical 
flate, thirty miles eaft: from Florence, founded by him about 
the year 1009. It lies beyond a mountain very difficult to.pafs 
over, the defcent from which on the oppofite iide is almoft a 
direct precipice, looking down upon a pleafant large valley, 
which then belonged to a lord called Maldoli, who gave it 
the faint, and from him it retained the name Camakloli(i). In 
this place St. Romuald built a mpnafrery, and by the feveral 
obfervances he added to St. Benedict's rule, gave birth to that 
new -Order called, CamaldoJi, in which he united the ceno- 
bitick and eremetical life. After feeing in a vifion his monks 
mounting up a ladder to heaven all in white, he changed their 
habit from black to white. The hermitage is too fhort miles 
diftant from the rnonaftery. It is a mountain quite over- 
fhaded by a dark wood of fir- trees. In it are feven clear 
fprings of water. The very fight of this folitude in the mi dir. 
of the foreft, helps to fill the mind with compunction, and a 
love of heavenly contemplation. On entering it, we meet 
with a chapel of St. Antony for travellers to pray in before 
they advance any farther. Next are the cells and lodgings for 
the porters. Somewhat farther is the church, which is large, 
well built and richly adorned.. Over the door is a clock, 
which flrikes fo loud that it may be heard all over the de/ert. 
On the left fide of the church is the cell in which St. Romuald 
lived, when he firft eftablifhed thefc hermits. Their cells, built 
of ftone, have each a little garden walled round. A conftant 
lire is allowed to be kept in every cell on account of the cold* 
nefs of the air throughout the year : each cell has alfo a chapel 
in which they may fay mafs : they call their ftiperiour, Major. 
1 he whole hermitage is now inclofed with a wall : none are al- 
lowed to go out of it ; but they may walk in the woods and alleys 
within the inclofure at difcretion. Kvery thing is font them from 
the monafiery in the valley : their food is every day brought to 
etch ceil ; and all arc fupplied with wood and ncceJIaries that 
they may have no diflipat.ion or hindrance in their contempla- 
tion. Many hours of the day are allotted to particular exer- 
nfe.s ; and no rain or fnow Hops any one from meeting in the 
'lunch to a/lift at the divine office. They are obliged to ftri<£t 
hlence in all publick common places ; and every where during 
their Lents, alio on Sundays, Holydays, Fridays and other days 
*>i ubllinence, and always from Complin till Prime the next day. 

T 4 For 
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f For a feverer folitude, St. Romuald added a third kind of life, 
that of a reclufe.'- After a holy life in the hermitage, the fupe! 
riour grants Jeave to any that alk it, and feem called by God 
to live for ever fhut up in their cells, never /peaking to any 
one but to the fuperiour, when he vifits them? and to the bro- 
ther who brings them neceflaries. Their prayers and aufterities 
are doubled, and their fafts more kvere and more frequent. 
St. Romuald condemned himfelf to this kind of life for fe- 
veral years $ and fervent imitators have never fince failed in this 
folitude. 

St. Romuald died in his monaftery in the valley of Caflro 
in the marquifate of Ancona. As he was born about the 
year 956, he mull have died feventy years and fome months 
old, not an hundred and twenty as the prefent copies of his 
life have it. The day of his death was the nineteenth of 
June 5 but his principal feaft is appointed by Clement VIII. on 
the feventh of February, the day of his tranflation. His body 
was found entire and uncorrupt five years after his death, and 
again in 1466. But his tomb being facrilegioufly opened, and 
liis body ftolen in 1480, it fell to duft, in which ftate it was 
tranflated to Fabriano and there depofited in the great church, 
all but the remains of one arm, fent to Camaldoli. God has 
honoured his relicks with many miracles. The Order of Ca- 
jnaldoli is now divided into five congregations under fo many 
generals or Majors. The lifo of the hermits is very fevere, 
though fome thing mitigated fince the time of St. Romuald, 
The Cenobites are more like Benedictines, and perhaps were 

not directly eftabliflied by St. Romuald, fays F. Helyot. 
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FEBRUARY 8. 

St JOHN of MATH A, Founder of 

the Order of the Trinitarians. 

From feveral bulls of Innocent III. and the many atithours of 
his life j collecled by Baillet, and the Hjft. des Ordres relig. by 

F. Hclyot. 

A. D. 1213. 

ST. John was born of very pious and noble parents, at 
Faucon, on the borders of Provence, June the twenty-fourth 
1 1 69, and was baptized John, in honour of St. John the Bap- 
tift. His mother dedicated him to God by a vow from his 
infancy. His father Euphemius fent him to Aix, where he 
learned grammar, fencing, riding and other exercifes fit for a 
young; nobleman. But his chief attention was to advance in. 
virtue. He gave the poor a confiderable part of the money his 
parents fent him for his own ufe : he vifited the hofpital every 
Friday, aflifting the poor fick, drafting and cleanfing their fores, 
and affording them all the comfort in his power. 

Being returned home he begged his father's leave to continue 
the pious exercifes he had begun and retired to a little hermitage 
not far from Fatt£on, with the view of living at a diftance from 
the world, and united to God alone by mortification and prayer. 
But finding his folitude interrupted by the frequent vifits of his 
friends, he defired his father's confent to go to Paris to ftudy 
divinity, which he eafi!y obtained. He went through thefe 
more fublime iludies with extraordinary fuccefs, and proceeded 
doctor of divinity with uncommon applaufe, though his mo- 
defty gave him a relucTtancy to that honour. He was foon af- 
ter ordained prieft, and laid his firft mafs in the bifhop of 
Paris's chapel, at which the bifliop himfelf, Maurice de Sully, 
the abbots of St. Vielor and of St. Genevieve, and the rec"tor 
of the univcrfity aflHied - 3 admiring the graces of heaven in 

him, which appeared in his extraordinary devotion on this oc- 
calion as well as at his ordination. 

On the day he (aid his full mafs, by a particular infpiratioM 
from Almighty God, he came to a resolution of devoting him- 
felf 
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felf to the occupation of ranfoming cbriftian /laves from the 
captivity they groaned under among the infidels : confidering 
it as one of the higheft acvfcs of charity with refpecl both to their 
ibuls and bodies. But before he entered upon fo important a 
work, he thought it needful to fpend fome time in retirement, 
prayer and tn or tin* cation. And ^having heard of an holy her- 
mit, St. Felix Valois, living in a great wood near Gandelu, in 
the diocefe of Meaux 3 he repaired to him, and begged he would 
admit him into his folitude and inftru<5i him in the practice of 
perfection. -Felix foon difcovered him to be no novice, and 
would not treat him as a difciple, but as a companion. It is 
incredible what progrefs thefe two holy folitaries made in 
the paths of virtue, by perpetual prayer, contemplation, fatting 
and watching. 

One day fitting together on the bank of a fpring, John dif- 
clofed to Felix the deflgn he had conceived on the day on which 
he faid his firft mafs, to fuccour the christians under the Ma- 
hometan flavery, and /poke fo movingly upon the fu bjece that 
l^elix was convinced that the defign was from God, and of- 
fered him his joint concurrence to carry it into execution- 
Xhey took fome time to recommend it to God by prayer and 
fading, and then fet out for Rome in the mid ft of a fevere 
winter, towards the end of the year 1 1 97? to obtain the popes 
benediction. They found Innocent III. promoted to the chair 
of St. Peter, who being already informed of their fanctity and 
charitable defign by letters of recommendation (rom the bifhop 
of Paris, his HoJinefs received them as two angeJs from heaven ; 
lodged them in his own palace, and gave them many Jong pri- 
rate audiences. After which he aflembled the cardinals and 
fome bifhops in the palace of St. John Lateran, and a/ked their 
.id vice. After their deliberations he ordered a faft and particu- 
lar prayers to know the will of heaven. At length being con- 
vinced that thefe two holy men were led by the fpirit of God, 
and rhat great advantages would accrue to the church fiom 
fuch an inilitute, he con/ented to their creeling a new religious 
Older, and declared St. John the firft general miniiier. '1 he 
bifhop of Paris and the abbot of St. Victor, weie ordered to 
draw up their rules, which the pope approved by a hull in 
1198. Me ordemc) the religious to wear a white habit, with 
.1 red and blue crafs on the breaft, and to take the name of thr 
Order of the Holy Trinity. He continued it fome time after, 
.idding new privileges by a fecond bull dated in 1209. 

The two founders having obtained the popes h Idling «'uiu 

certain indults or privileges, returned to France, prclentrd tlxin 

u Ives to the king, Philip Auguflus, who authorized the e<l»- 

bliihnieut 
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blifliment of their Order in his kingdom, and favoured it with 
his liberalities. Gaucher III. lord of C hat i lion, gave them 
land whereon to build a convent. Their number increafing, 
the fame lord, feconded by the king, gave them Cerfroid, the 
place in which St. John and St. Felix concerted the firft plan 
of their fnftitute. It is fituated in Brie, on the confines of Va- 
Jois. This houfe of Cerfroid, or De Cervo frtgido* is the 
chief of the Order. The two faints founded many other con- 
vents in France, and fen t fever al of their religious to accom- 
pany the counts of Flanders and Blois, and other lords to the 
holy war. Pope Innocent III. wrote to recommend thefe re- 
ligious to Miramolin, king of Morocco ; and St. John fent 
thither two of his religious in 1201, who redeemed 186 chri- 
ftians ilaves the firft voyage. The year following St. John went 
himfelf to Tunis, where he purchafed the liberty of no more. 
He returned into Provence and there received great charities, 
which he carried into Spain, and redeemed many in captivity 
under the Moors. On his return he collected large alms among 
the chriftians towards this charitable undertaking. Plis ex- 
ample produced a fecond Order of Mercy, inftituted by St. 
Peter Nolafco, in 1235. 

St. John made a fecond voyage to Tunis in 121 o, in which 
he fuffered much from the infidels, enraged at his zeal and fuc - 
cefs in exhorting the poor flaves to patience and conftancy in 
their faith. As he was returning- with 120 flaves he had ran- 
fomed, the barbarians took away the helm from his vefiel, and 
tore all its fails, that they might perifh in the fea. The faint 
full of confidence in God, begged him to be their pilot, and 
hung up his companions cloaks for fails, and with a crucifix 
in his hands, kneeling on the deck, finging pfalms, after a 
profperous voyage, they all landed fafe at Oftia, in Italy. 1 Fe- 
lix by this time had greatly propagated his Order in France, 
and obtained for it a convent in Paris, in a place where ftood 
before a chapel of St. Mathurin, whence thefe religious in 
France are called Mathurins. 

St. John lived two years more in Rome, which he employed 
in exhorting all to penance with great energy and fruit. He 
tlied on the twenty -fir ft of December in J 213, aged fixty-one. 
He was buried in his church of St. Thomas, where his monu- 
ment yet remains, though his body has been translated into 
Spain. Pope Honorus JIL confirmed the rule of this Order a 
fecond time. By the firft rule they were not permitted to buy 
•'my thing for their fuftenance except bread, pulfe, herbs, oil, 
€ ggs 3 milk, cheefe and fruit, never flefh nor fifh : however, 

they might cat flcfl) on the principal f'dtivals, on condition it 
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was given them. They were not, in travelling, to ride on 
any beafts but afles 



St. S T E P H E N of Grandmont, 

Abbot. 



From his life written by Stephen de Liciaco* fourth prior of Grand- 
?nont y in 1141, publijhed by Dom Martenne : Vet, Script. Col. 
lefiioy T. 6. 1 04 j. That by Ithier > feventh prior ■, and its 
abridger are later ^ and are to be correcled by this^ and with 
them Baillet and the Port-royalifts* See the remarks of Mar* 
tenne* 



A.D. 1 124. 

ST. Stephen was fon of the virtuous vifcount of Thiers, 
the firfr nobleman of Auvergne. From his infancy he gave 
prefages of an uncommon fanclity. Milo, a pious prieft, was 
appointed his tutor, and being made bifliop of Beneventum in 

1074, 



(a) A mitigation of this rule 
was approved of by pope Cle- 
ment IV. in 1 267, which allows 
them to ufe horfes, and to buy 
fiQty fleih and all other nece/Ta- 
jies. This Order is pofTeiled of 
about two hundred and fifty mo- 
naileries, divided into thirteen 
provinces, in France, Spain, 
Italy and Portugal. That for- 
merly in England had forty- 
three houfcs ; that in Scot- 
land nine, and that in Ireland 
jfifty<two. The general of the 
Order is chofen by a general 
Chapter which is always held at 
Ccrfroid. Each houfe is govern- 
ed by a fuperiour who is called, 
Miniltcr. Thcfe in the provinces 
of Champagne. Normandy and 
Picardy (which Jaft includes Flan- 
ders) are perpetual ; but in Italy 
and Spain, triennial. Their rule 
is that of the canons regular of 
St. Auftin. Their principal ex- 
crcifes are to Zing the divine of- 



fice at the canonical hours, praifing 
and glorifying the adorable Tri- 
nity, as angels of the earth ; and to 
gather and carry alms into Bar- 
bary for the redemption of ilaves, 
to which work one third of the 
revenues of each houfe is applied. 
A reformation was made in this 
Order, in the years 103 and 
1576, which by degrees has been 
introduced into the greater part 
of the convents, and into that of 
Cerfroid itfclf. Thefe never eat 
meat except on Sundays, ring 
matins at midnight, and wear 
no linen. The reformation of 
the barefooted Trinitarians, Mill 
much more fevcre, was fet on 
foot in Spain, in 1594. by John 
Baptirt of the Conception, who 
fufrercd many perfecutions in the 
undertaking, and died in 161?, 
in great reputation for faul- 
ty and miracles, the examination 
of which has been commenced in 

order to his beatification* 
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10745 kept the faint with him, continued to inftrufl him in 
facred learning and in the maxims of chriftian perfection, and 
ordained him deacon. After his death Stephen purfued his 
ftudies in Rome during four years. All this time he feemed to 
himfeJf continually folJicited by an interiour voice to feek a 
fanctuary for his foul in holy folitude, confidering the dangers 
of the paftoral charge, the obligations of leading a penitential 
life, and the happinefs of the exerctfes of holy retirement. He 
defired to imitate the rigorous inftitute of a certain monaftery, 
which he had feen in Calabria, and obtained leave of pope 
Gregory VII. to embrace an eremetical life. He therefore re- 
turned to the caftle of Thiers, the feat of his late parents, to 
fettle his affairs. He had always been their favourite child, and 
regarded by them as the blefling beftowed on their prayers and 
fafts by which they had begged him of God. Being both ex- 
ceeding pious, they had rejoiced to fee him fo virtuoufly 
inclined ; but they being now dead, his other friends vehement- 
ly oppofed his deugn of renouncing the world. Stephen left 
them privately, and travelling through many deferts arrived at 
Muret, a defolate barren mountain, in the neighbourhood of 
I Limoges, haunted by wild beafts, and of an exceeding cold fi- 
| tuation. Here he took up his abode, and by a vow confecrated 
himfelf to the divine fervice, in thefe words : u I Stephen re- 
" nounce the devil and his pomps, and do offer and dedicate 
" myfelf to the Father, Son and Holy Ghoft, one God in 
" Three Perfons/' This engagement he wrote, and kept al- 
ways by him with a ring as the fymbol. He built himfelf a 
hut with the boughs of trees, and in this place pafled fifty years 
in prayer, and the practice of fuch aufterities as almoft furpafied 
the frrength of a human body. He lived at firft on wild herbs 
and roots. In the fecond fummer he was difcovered by certain 
fhephcrds who brought him a little coarfe bread ; which fome 
country- people from that time continued to do as long as he 
lived. He always wore next his fkin a hair-cloth with iron 
plates and hoops ftudded with (harp fpikes, over which his on- 
ly garment, made of the coarfeft fturF, was the fame both in 
winter and fummer. When overcome by fleep he took a fhort 
reft on rough boards, laid in the form of a coffin. When he 
was not employed in manual labour, he lay proflrate on the 
ground in profound adoration of the majefly of God. The 
lvyectncfs, which he felt in divine contemplation, made him 
ohen forget to take any refrefhrnent for two or three days toge- 
ther. When fixty years of age, finding his ftomach exceeding 
weak, he fuffered a few drops of wine to be mixed with the 
water which he drank. 

Many 
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Many wetfe deiirous to live with him and become his dif. 
ciples. Though moil rigorous to himfelf,. he was mild to thofc 
under his direction, and proportioned their mortifications to 
their ftrength. But he allowed no indulgence with regard to 
the efTential points of a folkary life, iilence^ poverty, and the 
denial of felf-will. He often; exhorted his difciples to a total 
difengagement of their; hearts-from all earthly things, and to a 
Jove of holy poverty for that purpofe. He ufed to fay to thofo 
who dehrcd to be admitted into, his community ; " This is a 
<c prifon without either door or hole whereby to return into 
" the world, unlefs aperfon mafces for himfelf a breach. And 
cc fhould this misfortune befall you, I could not fend after you, 
none here having any commerce with the. world any more 
than myfelf." He behaved - himfelf among his difciples as 
the laft of them, always taking the lo.weft place, never fufFering 
any one to rife up to him 5 and whilfl they were at table, he 
would feat himfelf on the ground, in the midft of them, and read 
to them the lives of the faints* God beftowedon him a divine 
light, by which, he often told others their fecret thoughts. 
The authour of his life, gives a long hiftory of miracles which 
he wrought. But the conversions of many obfHnate finners 
were ftiil more miraculous: it feerned as if no heart could n> 
lift the grace which accompanied his words. . 

Two cardinals coming. into France, as legates to the king 
from the pope, one of whom , was afterwards pope Innocent 
II. paid the faint a vifit in his defert. They alked him whether 
he was a canon, a monk, or an hermit. He faid he was none of 
thofe. Being pre/led- to declare what he was: " We are fin- 
ners, faid he, whom the mercy of God hath conducted into 
this wildernefs to do penance. t The pope himfelf hath im- 
pofed on us thefe exercWes, at our requelf, for our /ins. 
Our imperfecTion and frailty- deprive us of courage to imitate 
the fervour of thofe holy hermits who lived in divine con- 
4< templation almoft without any thought for their bodies. 
4C You fee that we neither, wear the habit of monks nor of 
44 canons. We arc df 1 ill farther from ufurping thofe names 
44 which we refpeft and honour at a diftancc in the. per Ions of 
44 the priells, and in the fantfity of the monks. We arc poor 
4C wretched hnners, who terrified at the rigour' of the divine 
<c juilice, flill hope, with trembling, by this means, to find 
44 mercy fiom our Lord Jcfus Chiiit in the day of his judj»- 
44 ment." The legates departed exceedingly edified at vvhar 
they favv and heard. .Eight days after the lainL was adinoniflu'»i 
by God of the end of his mortal courfe, after which Ik- moil 
carncftly Jighed. Fie redoubled his fervour in all his cxcu-iks 

and falling lick fuon after, gave his difciples his hill iiuhtic- 

tions 



u 
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lions, and exhorted them to a lively confidence in God, to 
whom he recommended them by an humble prayer. His ex- 
hortation was fo moving and flxong that it difpeJJed their fears 
in lofmg him, and they feemed to enter into his own fen ti men ts* 
He caufed himfelf to be carried into the chapel, where he heard 
jnafs, received extreme- unction and the Viaticum : and on 
the eighth day of February 1124, being fourfcore years old, 
expired in peace, repeating thofe words : CCr Lord, into thy 
hands I commend my fpirit. 5 * His difciples buried him 
privately, to prevent the crouds of people breaking in. But 
the news of his death drew incredible numbers to his tomb 3 
which was honoured by innumerable miracles. Four months 
after his death, the priory of Ambaxac, dependent on the 
oreat Benedictine abbey of St. Auftin, in Limoges, put in a 
claim to the land of Muret. The di/ciples of the hoJy man, 
who had inherited his maxims and ipirit, abandoned the 
ground to them without any contention, and retired to 
Grandmont, a defert one league diftant, carrying with theira 
his precious remains. From this place the Order took its 
name. The faint was canonized by Clement III. in u8q? 
at the requeft of king Henry II. of England. St. Stephen 
wrote nothing himfelf. His rule was drawn up from hisi 
maxims by Stephen of Lyfiac, the fourth prior, who had heard 
them from his mouth. 

On the fnme DAY 

St. Paul, bifhop of Verdun, C. Having lived in the world a 
perfect pattern of perfection by alms, fails. a/Tiduons prayer, meek- 
nefs, and charity, he retired among the hermits of Mount Yoge., 
near Triers, on a hill called from him Pauiberg. Xing Dagobri c 
placed him in the epifcopal chair of Verdun in 630, and was hi.-: 
protestor in his zealous labours, and ample foundations of that 
church. The faint died in 649. See his authentic^ anony- 
mous life in Hcnfchenius. 
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St. APOLLONIA, Virgin and 

Martyr* 

Her a&s are of no authority a?id falfely place her triumph at Rome, 
in/lead of Alexandria. See 'Tillemont, 3. p. 295. Her au- 
ihentick hi/lory is in the letter of St. Dionyfius, then bijhop of 
jflexandria, preferved by Eufebius, I. 6. c 41. 42. p. 236. 
Ed. VaL 

A. D. 249. 

QT. Dionysius of Alexandria wrote to Fabius, bifliop of 
■3 Antioch, a relation of the perfecution raifed at Alexandria 
by trie heathen populace of that city in the laft year of the 
reign of the emperour Philip. A certain poet of Alexandria, 
who pretended to foretell things to come, ftirred up this great 
city againfl: the chriftians on the motive of religion. The firft 
victim of their rage was a venerable old man, named Metras 
or Metrius, whom they would have compelled to utter impious 
words againfl: the worfhip of the true God : which when he 
refufed to do, they beat him with ItafFs, thruft fplinters of reeds 
into his eyes, and having dragged him into one of the fuburbs, 
ftoned him to death. The next perfon they feized was a chriftian 
woman, called Quinta, whom they carried to one of their 
temples to pay divine worfhip to the idol. She loaded the ex- 
ecrable divinity with many reproaches, which fo exafperatcd 
the people that they dragged her by the heels upon the pave- 
ment of fharp pebbles, cruelly feourged her, and put her to 
the fame death. The rioters by this time were in the height 
of their fury, Alexandria feemed like a city taken by fiorni. 
The chriftians made no oppofition but betook them (elves u 
flight, and beheld the lofs of their goods with joy ; for their 
hearts had no ties on earth. Their conftancy was equal to 
their difintercftednefs ; for of all who fell into their hands St. 
Dionyfius knew of none that renounced Chrift. 

The admirable Apollonia, whom old age and the (rate of 
virginity rendered equally venerable, was feizeclby them. 1 ^ cir 



Jeb. 8. Su NICEPHORU S, M. 277 

tepeated blows on her jaws beat out all her teeth. At Jaft they made 
a area t fire without the city, and threatened to can; her into* it, if 
{he did not utter certain impious words* She begged a moment's 
delay, as if it had been to deli berate on the propofal ; but, to con- 
vince her perfeeutors that her facrifice was perfectly voluntary, 
(he no fooner found herfelf at liberty, than of her own accord fhe 
leaped into the flames. They next exercifed their fury on a holy 
man called Serapion, and tortured him in his own houfe 
with great cruelty. After brufing his lirnbs, disjointing and 
breaking his bones, they threw him headlong from the top of 
the houfe on the pavement, and fo completed his martyrdom. 
A civil war among the pagan citizens put an end to their fury 
this year, but the edicl: of Decius renewed it in 250. See the 
reft of the relation on the twenty- feventh of February. 

The laft part of our faint's conduct is not propofed to 
our imitation, as felf-rhurder is unjuftiflable. If any among 
the Fathers have commended it, they prefumed with St. 
Auftin, that it was influenced by a particular direction of the 
Holy Ghoft, or was the effe£r. of a pious fimplicity. There is 
a church in Rome, frequented with great devotion, which 
bears her name, 



St. NICEPHORUS, Martyr. 

From bis genuine Afts. Ruinart, p. 244. Tillemont^ T. 4. 

A. D. 260. 

THERE dwelt in Antioch a prieft called Sapricius, and 
a layman named Nicephorus, who had been linked to- 
gether for many years by the fhicleft friendfhip. But the ene- 
my of mankind fowing between them the feeds of difcord, this 
their friend/hip was lucceeded by the moft implacable hatred, 
and they declined meeting each other in the flreets. Thus it 
continued a confiderabJe time. At length, Nicephorusj en- 
tering into himfclf, and reflecting on thegrievoufnefs of the fin of 
hatred, refolved on feeking a reconciliation. He accordingly 
deputed fome friends to go to S;ipricius to beg his pardon, pro- 
mifing him all rcafonable fatisfa<5hon for the injury done him. 
But the prieft refufed to forgive him. Nicephorus fent other 
friends to him on the fame errand, but though they prefled 
and intreatcd him to be reconciled, Sapricius was in- 
flexible. Nicephorus fent a third time, but to no pur- 
fofc ; Sapricius having {hut his ears not to men only but to 

Vot. J. U Chritt 
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Chrift himfelf, who commands us to forgive as we ourfclves 
hope to be forgiven. Nicephorus., finding him deaf to the re- 
jmonftrances of their common friends, went in perfon to his 
rioufe, and cafting himfelf at his feet owned his fault, and 
begged pardon for Chrift's fake ; but all in vain. 

The perfecution fuddenly began, to rage under Valerian and 
Gallien in the year 260. Sapricius was apprehended and 
brought before the governour, who afked him his name. It is 
Sapricius, anfwered he. Governour. " Of what profeffion are 
c< you ?" Sapricius. " I am a chriftian." Governour. " Are 
<c you of the clergy ?" Sapricius. " I have the honour to be 
«< a prieft." He added : " We chriftians acknowledge one 
" Lord and Mafter Jefus Chrift, who is God ; the only and 
u true God, who created heaven and earth. The gods of 

nations are devils," The prefident exafperated athisanfwer, 
gave orders for him to be put into an engine, like a fcrew-prefs, 
which the tyrants had invented to torment the faithful. The 
excelHve pain of this torture did not fhake Sapricius's conftancy, 
and he .faid to the judges : " My body is- in your power ; but 
cc my foul you cannot touch. Only my Saviour Jefus Chrift 
" is mafter of thisv" The prefident feeing him fo refolute, 
pronounced this fentence : cc Sapricius, prieft of the chriftians, 
tc who is ridiculoufly perfuaded that he fhall rife again, ft all 
* c be delivered over to the executioner of publick juftice to 
<c have his head fevered from bis body,' becaufe he" has con- 
<c temned the edict of the emperours." 

Sapricius feemed to receive the fentence with great chearful- 
nefs, and was in hafte to arrive at the place of execution in 
hopes of his crown. Nicephorus ran out to meet him, and 
calling himfelf at his feet, fa id : " Martyr of Jefus Chrift 
* c forgive mc my offence/' But Sapricius made him no an- 
fwer. Nicephorus waited. for him in another ftreet which he 
was to pafs through, and, as foon as he /aw him coming up, 
broke through the crowd, and falling again at his feet, con- 
jured him to pardon the fault he had committed againft him, 
through frailty rather than defiirn. This he bcowd by the do- 
rious confeffion he had made of the divinity oi Jefus Cluiit 
Sapricius's heart was more and more hardened, and now he 
would not fo much as look on him. The foldicrs laughed at' 
Nicephorus, faying: " A greater fool than thee was never fan, 
46 in being fo iblicitous for a man's pardon who is upon the 
<c point of beinj; executed." Being airived at the place vi 
execution, Nicephorus redouhled his humble intreatics and 
Juppli cations : but all in vain \ for Sapricius continued as o«- 
flinate as ever, in rcfulinn to forgive. The executioners foul 
to S:i[»icius: 4 * Kneel down that we may cut oil your head. 

Sapricius 
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Sapricius faid : cc Upon what account ?" They anfwered : 
" Becaufe you will not facrifice to the gods, nor obey the em-* 
« perour's orders, for the love of that man that is called Chrift. " 
The unfortunate Sapricius cried out: ct Stop my friends ; do 
" not put me to death : I will do what you defire : I am ready 
« to facrifice". Nicephorus fenfibly afflicted at his apoitacy, 
cried aloud to. him : " Brother, what are you doing ? Rc- 
" nounce not Jefus Chrift .our good Mafter. Forfeit not a 
« crown you have already gained by tortures and fufferings." 
But Sapricius would give no manner of attention to what" he 
faid. Whereupon, Nicephorus, with tears of bitter anguilh 
for the fall of Sapricius, faid to the executioners : " I am a 
" chriftian, and believe in Jefus Chrift, whom thi. wretch 
" has renounced ; behold me here ready to die in his ftead." 
All prefent were aftoniflied at fuch an unexpected declaration. 
The officers of juftice being under an uncertainty how to pro- 
ceed, difpatched a liSior or beadle to the governour with this 
melTage : * c Sapricius promifeth to facrifice, but here is another 
" defirous to die for the fame Chrift, faying : I am a christian, 
" and refufe to facrifice to your gods, and comply with the 
" edi&s of the emperours." The governour on hearing this* 
di&ated the following fentence : " If this man perfift in refufing 
" to facrifice to the immortal gods, let him die by the fword 
which was accordingly put in execution. Thus Nicephorus 
received three immortal crowns, namely, of faith, humility and 
charity, triumphs which Sapricius had made himfelf unworthy 
of. The Greek and the Roman martyrologies mention hirn 
on this day. 

On the fame DAY 



St. Theliau, B. C. He was a difciple of St. Dtibritius. When 
his holy mailer was removed from the fee of LandafF to that of Caer- 
Icon, Theliau way compelled to fuccced him at l.andaff, of which 
church he lias always been citcemed the principal patron. His great 
learning, piety and palloral zeal, cfpccially in the choice and in- 
ihuelioii of his clergy, have procured him a high reputation which 
no age can ever obliterate, fays LeJand(i). His authority alone 
decided whatever controvcrfics a role in his time. When the yellow 
plague depopulated Wales, he exerted his courage and charity with 
an hcroick intrepidity. Providence prefer ved his life for the lake of 
others, and he died about the year 580, in a happy old age, in foli- 
tude, where he had for ibnie time prepared himfelf for his pa/Iage. 
•See Capgravc, llarps/ield, Wharton, Krown, Willis. 
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(1) De Script. Brit c. 30. 
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St. Ansbert, Bifhop of Rouen, C. in 695. He had been 
chancellour to king Clotaire III. in which ltation he had united the 
mortification and recollection of a monk, with the duties of wed- 
lock, and of a ftatefman.— See Mab. Sc. 2. Ben. & Annal. 1, ig. 
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St. SCHOLASTIC A, Virgin. 

Frem St. Gregory the Greats Dial. I. 2. c. 33. and 34. 

About the year 543. 

1 

THIS faint was fifter to the great St. Benedict. She con- 
fecrated herfeif to God from her earlieft youth, and feems 
to have chofen the neighbourhood • of Mount Caffino, where 
St. Benedict: Jived, for the place of her retreat. St. Bretharius 
who was abbot of Caffino three hundred years after, fays, that 
lhe inftructed in virtue feveral of her own fex. And whereas 
St. Gregory informs us, that St. Benedict governed nuns as 
well as monks, his fitter muft have been their abbefs under 
his rule and direction. She vifited her holy brother once a 
year, and as fhe was not allowed to enter his monaftery, he 
went out with fome of his monks to meet her at a houfe at 
fome fmall diflance. They fpent thefe vifits in tlie praifes 
of God, and in conferring together on fpiritual matters. 
St. Gregory relates a remarkable circumftance of the laft 
of thefe vifits. SchoIafUca having pafl'ed the day as ufual 
in fi nging pfalms, and pious difcourfc, they fat clown in 
the evening to take their refection. After it was over, Scho- 
! iitica, perhaps foreknowing it would be their laft interview in 
this world, or at lea ft dciiroti:, of fome farther fpiritual im- 
provement, was very urgent with her brother to delay his ictiirn 
till - the next day, that they might cnteitain ihcmfclvcs till 
ftinruii g upon the happinefs of the other life. St. Benedict un- 
willing to tranfgrefs his rule, told her he could not pals a night 
out or his monaftery: io dchted her not to inf.ft upon fueh a 
breach of mnunftlck difcipline. Scholaftioa finding him refoJved 
on going home, laving her hands joined upon the table and her 
head upon them, with many tears begged of Almighty God to 
htferpofe in her behalh Uer prayer way dcarcc ended, when 

there 
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there happened fuch a ftorm of rain, thunder and lightning, 
that neither St. Benedict nor any of his companions could fee 
a foot out of doors. He complained to his filler, faying : 
u God forgive you, lifter $ what have you done V She an- 
swered : 46 I afked you a favour, and you refufed it me : I 
«* afked it of Almighty God and he has granted it me." St. 
Benedict was therefore obliged to comply with her requeft, and 
they fpent the night in conferences on pious fubjetSls, chiefly on 
the felicity of the bleffed, to which both molt ardently afpired, 
and which £he was fhortly to enjoy. The next morning they 
parted, and three days after St. Scholaftica died in her folitude, 
St. Benedict was then alone in contemplation on Mount Cafli- 
no, and lifting up his eyes to heaven, he faw the foul of his 
filter afcending thither in the fhape of a dove. Filled with joy 
at her happy pafTage, he gave thanks for it to God and declared 
her death to his brethren; fome of whom he fent to bring her 
corpfe to his monaftery, where he caufed it to be laid in the 
tomb which he had prepared for himfelf. She muft have died 
about the year 543. Her relicks were translated into France, 
in the time of pope Martin the Firft, and are kept with great 
veneration in the cathedral of Mans. 



St. SOTERIS, Virgin and Martyr. 

From St. Jmbrofe, Exhort. Virginit. c. 1 2. and /. 3. de Virgin^ 

C. 6. Tillcmont, T. 5. p. 259. 

Fourth age. 

ST. Ambrofc boafts of this faint as the greater!: honour of 
his family. St. Soteiis was defcended from a long ferics 
of confuls and prefects : but her greateft glory was her defpifing, 
for the fakegof Chrift, birth, riches, great beauty, and all that 
the world prizes as valuable. She confecrated her virginity to 
God, and to avoid the dangers her beauty cxpofed her to, 
ne'dected it entirely, and trampled under her feet all the vain 
ornaments that might fet it off. Her virtue prepared her to 
make a glorious confeflion of her faith before the pcrfecutors 
after the publication of the cruel edicts of Diocletian and Maxi- 
mum again ft the chriftians. The impious judge commanded 
her face to be buffeted. She rejoiced to be treated as her di- 
vine Saviour had been, and to have her face all wounded and 
disfigured by the mcrcilcls blows of the executioners. The 
judge ordered her to be tortured many other ways, but with- 
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out being able to draw from her one figh or tear. At length 
overcome by her conftancy and patience, he commanded her 
head to be ftruck off, The ancient martyrologies mention her. 



St. WILLIAM of Maleval, Hermit 
and Inftitutor of the Order of Guliel- 
mites. 



From VHtft. des Ordres Relig. T, 6. p. 155. by F. HelyoU 



WE know nothing of the birth or quality of this faint; he 
feems to have been a Frenchman, and is on this account 
honoured in the new Paris Miflal and Breviary. He is thought to 
have pailed his youth in the army, and to have given into a 
licentious manner of living, too common among perfons of that 
profefiion. The firft accounts we have of him reprefent him as an 
holy penitent, filled with the greateft fentiments of compunction 
and fervour, and making a pilgrimage to the tombs of the 
apoftles at Rome. Here he begged pope Eugenius III. to put him 
into a courfe of penance, who enjoined him a pilgrimage to 
Jerusalem in the year 1145- I n performing this with great de- 
votion the faint fpent eight years. Returning into Tufcany 
In 1 153, he retired into a defert. He was prevailed upon to 
undertake the government of a monaftery in the ifle of Lu- 
pocavio in the territory of Pifa: but not being able to bear 
with the tepidity and irregularity of his monks, he withdrew 
and fettled on Amount Pruno, till finding difciples there no Ids 
indocil to the fc verity of his clifcipline than the former, he 
was determined to purfue himfelf that rigorous plan of life 
which he had hitherto unfucccfsfully propofed to others. He 
pitched upon a defolate valley for this purpofe, the very fight 
f of which was fuflicicnt to ftrike the moft refolute with hor- 
our. It was then called the Sable of Rhodes ^ but fincc, Male- 
fual \ and is fituatcd in the territory of Sienna, in the diocefe of 
Grofleto. He entered this frightful folitudc in September 
1 155, and had no other lodging than a cave in the ground, 
till being di ("covered fome months after, the lord of Uuriano 
built him a cell. During the fir ft four months, he had no 
other company but that ol wild bcafts, eating only the hcilxson 
which they fed. On the feaft of the Epiphany, in the be- 
ginning of the year J 156, he was joined by a clifciple or com- 
panion, called Albert, who lived with him to hit. death, whu h 
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happened thirteen months after, and who has recorded the Jaft 
circumftances of his life. The faint difcourfing with others, 
always treated himfelf as the moft infamous of criminals and 
deferving the worft of deaths s and that thefe were his real 
fentiments, appeared from that extreme feverity which he cxer- 
cifed upon himfelf. He lay on the bare ground : tho' he fed on 
coarfcii fare and drank nothing but water, he was very (paring 
in the ufe of each -> faying, fenfuality was to be feared even in 
the moft ordinary food. Prayer, divine contemplation and 
natural labour employed his whole time. It was at his work 
that he inftrudted his difciple in his maxims of penance and 
perfection, which he taught him the moft effectually by his own 
example, though in many refpedls fo much raifed above the com- 
mon, that it was fitter to be admired than imitated. He had the 
gift of miracles and that of prophecy. Seeing his end draw near, 
he received the facraments from a prieft of the neighbouring town 
of Chatillon, and died on the tenth of February in 1157, 0X1 
which day he is named in the Roman and other martyrologies. 

Divine providence moved one Renauld, a phyfician, to join 
Albert, a little before the death of the faint. They buried 
St. William's body in his little garden, and ftudied to live ac- 
cording to his maxims and example. Some time after, their 
number increafing, they built a chapel over their founder's grave 
with a little hermitage. This was the origin of the Guliel- 
mites, or Hermits of St. William, fpread in the next age over 
Italy, France, Flanders and Germany. They went barefoot, 
and their fafts were almoft continual : but pope Gregory IX. 
mitigated their auftcrities, and gave them the rule of St, 
Benedict, which they ftill obferve. The Order is now be- 
come a congregation united to the hermits of St. Auftin, ex- 
ccpt twelve houfes in the Low Countries, which flill retain the 
rule of the Gulielmitcs, which is that of St. Benedict with a 
white habit like that of the Ciflercians (a), 
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(«) Villefore confounds this 
faint with St. William, founder 
of the hermits of Monte Vergine 
in the kingdom of Naples, who 
lived in great repute with king 
Roger, and is commemorated in 
the Roman martyrology, June 
25. Others confound him with 
St. William, duke of Aquitain, 
a monk of Gel lone, honoured 
May 28. and alfo with William 
the 1 aft duke of Guienne, who, 
after a licentious youth, and hav- 
ing been an abetter of the anti- 



pope Peter Leon is, was wonder- 
fully converted by St. Hcronrd, 
fent to him by pope Innocent JL 
in the year i 135. The year fol- 
lowing he renounced his eflatcs 

which hiseldefl daughter brought 
in marriage to Lewis the Younj*, 
king of France, and clothed with 
hair-cloth next his fkin, and in a 
tattered garment, exprefUvc of the 
iineerity of his repentance and 
contrition, undertook a pilgri- 
mage to Compollella, but died 
on the road to that city in 1 1 37. 
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SS. SATURNINUS, DATIVUS, 

and many other Martyrs of Africa, 

From their cotemporary acls received as authentkk by St. Aujiin, Brc- 
vie. Co//, die 3. c. 17. The Donatijis added a preface to them 
and a fezv glo/fes^ in which condition they are publijhed by Baluzhis- } 
T. 2. But Bollandus and Ruinart give them genuine. 

A. D. 304, 

TH E empcrour Diocletian had commanded all chriftians 
under pain of death to deliver up the ho]y fcriptures to 
be burnt. This perfecution had raged a whole year in Africa j 
fume had betrayed the caufe of religion, but many more ha4 
defended it with their blood, when thefe faints were apprehend- 
ed. Abitina, a city of the proconfular province of Africa, was 
the theatre of their triumph. Saturninus, prjeft of that city, 
celebrated the divine myfteries on a Sunday in the houfe of 
Od*tayius Felix. The magiftrates having notice of it, came 
with a troop of foldiers, and feized forty-nine perfons of both 
fexes. The principal among them were the prieft Saturn in us, 
with his four children, viz. young Saturninus and Felix, both 
Lectors, Mary, who had confecrated her virginity to God, and 
Hilarianus, yet a child j alfo Dativus, a noble fenator, Ampclius, 
Rogatianus, and Victoria. Dativus, the ornament of the fe- 
nate of Abitina, whom God deftincd to be one of the prin- 
cipal fenators of heaven, marched at the head of this holy 
troop. Saturninus walked by his fide, furrounded by his ill u- 
ftrious family. The others followed in filencc. Being brought 
before the magiftrates, they confeiTed Jefus Chrift fo rcfolutcly 
that their very judges applauded their courage, which repaired 
the infamous facriledge committed there a little before by Fuii- 
danus, the bifliop of Abitina, who in that fame place had given 
up to the magiftrates the facred books to be burnt: but a vio- 
lent fliower fuddenly falling put out the fire, and a prodigious 
hail ravaged the whole country. 

The confe/Tors were {hackled and Cent to Carl ha gr, the 

refidenee of the uroconful. They rejoiced to ibo them- 

fclvws 
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felves in chains for Chrirt, and fung hymns and canticles dur- 
ing their whole journey to Carthage, praifi'ng and thanking 
{jccJ: The proconful Anulinus addreffing himfelf firft to Da- 
tivus afked him of what condition he was, and if he had af- 
fifted a r the cojlecl: or aflembly of the chriflians. He anfwered 
that he was a chrifHan, and had been prtfent at it. The pro- 
conful bid him difcover who prefided, and in whofe houfe thofe 
religious aflemblies were held: but without waiting for his an- 
fwer, commanded him to be put on the rack and torn with 
iron hooks to oblige him to a difcovery. They underwent fe- 
vcrally the tortures of the rack, iron hooks and cudgels. The 
weaker fex fought no lefs gloriouily, particularly the illufrn'ous 
Victoria ; who being converted to Chrift in her tender years had 
fi^nified a defire of leading a fingle life, which her pagan pa- 
rents would not agree to, having promifed her in marriage to a 
rich young nobleman. Victoria on the day appointed for the 
wedding, full of confidence in the protection of Him whom 
fhe had chofen for the unJy fpoufe of her foul, leaped out of a 
window, and was miraculoufly prefer ved from hurt. Having 
made her efcape, file took fhelter in a church 5 after which fhe 
coniecrated her virginity to God with the ceremonies then ufed 
on fueh occafions at Carthage, in Italy, Gaul, and all over the 
Wdfc(ff). To the crown of virginity fhe earneftly defired to 
join that of martyrdom. The proconful, on account of her 
quality, and for the fake of her brother, a pagan, tried all means 
10 prevail with her to renounce her faith. He enquired what 
was her religion. Her anfwer was : cc I am a chrifHan. " Her 
brother Fortunatianus undertook her defence, and endeavoured 
to prove her lunatick. The faint fearing his plea might be the; 
means of her lofing the crown of martyrdom, made it appear 
by her wife confutations of it, that fhe was in her perfect fenles, 
and protefted that flic had not been brought over to chriftian ity 
a^uinit her will. The proconful afked her if fhe would return 
with her brother ? She fa id : " She could not, being a chri- 
** llian, and acknowledging none as brethren but thofe who 
* 4 kept the law of God." The proconful then laid afide 
the (juality of judge to become her humble fupplinnt, and 
iniieaied her not to throw away her life. But flic rejected 
his imreaties with difdain, and faid to him: "I have al- 

" ready 

(•V 'fhefe were, by laying her c. 8 ) Whereas the ceremony of 
!>e,uJ on the altar to oiler it to th.s confecratiun in Kgypt and 
f'Otl, and all her life after wear- Syria was for the virgin 10 cut 
1 n \\ »er haii* long, as the ancient oft" her hair in the preiencc of a 
N.i/ak'ans did : (Act. p. 417. S. piieil. (liuiteau Hi it. Mon. J>. 
P{>Utuy, 1. 6. S. Ambr. ad Virg. 170.) 
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* 6 ready told you my mind. I am a chriftian, and I aflifted 
<c at the collect". Anulinus provoked at this conftancy re- 
aflumed his rage, and ordered her to prifon with the j*ft to 
wait the fcntence of death which he not long after pronounced 
upon them all. 

The proconful would yet try to gain Hilarianus, Satur- 
nlnus's youngeft Ton, not doubting to vanquifh one of his 
tender age. But the child fhewed more contempt than fear of 
the tyrant's threats, and anfwered his interrogatories : cc I am 
* c a chriftian : I have been at the colle£t, and it was of my 
c€ own voluntary choice, without any com pulfion." The pro- 
conful threatened him with thofe little punifhments with which 
children are accuftomed to be chaftifed, little knowing that 
God himfelf fights in his martyrs. The child only laughed at 
him. The governour then faid to him : * c I will cut off your 
* 6 nofe and ears." Hilarianus replied: " You may do it; 
<c but lam a chriftian." The proconful diflembling his con- 
fufxon ordered him to" prifon. Upon which the child faid: 
* c Lord, I give thee thanks." Thefe martyrs ended their lives 
under the hardfhips of their confinement, and are honoured in 
the ancient calendar of Carthage, and the Roman martyrology, 
on the eleventh of February though only two (of the name 
of Felix) died on that day of their wounds. 

The example of thefe martyrs condemns the floth with 
which many chriftians in this age celebrate the Lord's 
Day. When the judge afked them, how they durft prefume 
to hold their afTembly againft the imperial orders, they al- 
ways repeated, even on the rack : " The obligation of the 

Sunday is indifpeniible. It is not lawful for us to omit 
<c the duty of that day. We celebrated it as well as we could. 

We never palled a Sunday without meeting at our afTembly. 
<c We will keep the commandments of God at thecxpenceot 
* c our lives." No dangers nor torments could deter them from 
this duty. A rare example of fervour in keeping that holy 
precept, from which too many, upon lame pretenccs 3 feck to 
excufc themfelvcs. 
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St. SEVERINUS, Abbot of Agaunum. 



From his genuine fiort life in Mabillon App. Sac. 1 Ben. The 

additions in Surius and Bollandus are too modern* 



A. D« 507. 

ST. Severinus, of a noble family in Burgundy, was edu- 
cated in the catholick faith, at a time when the Arian he- 
refy reigned in that country. He forfook the world in his youth, 
and dedicated himfelf to God in the monaftery of Agaunum, 
which then only confifted of fcattered cells, till the catholick 
icing Sigifmund, Ton and fucceiTour to the Arian Gondebald, 
who then reigned in Burgundy, built there the great abbey of 
St. Maurice. St. Severinus was the holy abbot of that place, 
and had governed his community many years in the exercifes of 
penance and charity, when, in 504, Clovis, the firft chriftian 
icing of France, lying ill of a fever, which his phyficians had for 
two years ineffectually endeavoured to remove, fent his cham- 
berlain to conduct him to court ; for he heard how the fick from 
all parts recovered their health by his prayers. St. Severinus took 
leave of his monks telling them he fhouid never fee them more 
in this world. On his journey he healed Eulalius, bifhop of 
Ncvers, who had been for fome time deaf and dumb, alfo a leper 
at the gates of Paris : and coming to the palace, he immediate- 
ly rcilored the king to perfect health, by putting on him his 
own cloak. The king in gratitude distributed large alms to 
the poor, and releafed all his prifoners. St. Severinus returning 
towards Agaunum, ttopped at Chateau Landon, in Gatinois, 
where two priefts ferved God in a folitary chapel, among 
whom he was admitted, at his rcqueft, as a ftranger, and was 
loon greatly admired by them for his fan&ity. He forefaw his 
death, which happened fhortly after, in 507. The place is 
now an abbey of reformed canons regular of St. Auftin. The 
Hii^onots fcattered the grcatcir part of his relicks, when they 
plundered this church. He is mentioned in the Roman marty- 
| rolo^y, and a large parifh in Paris takes its name from this faint, 
! nut from the hermit who was St. Cloud's matter. 

I 

On the fame DAY 

The Emprefs Theodora, whom the Greeks rank among the 
Mints. Hy her mildnefs and patience flic often fohened the cruel 
Sniper of her brutWh hufband Theophilus, and prote&ed thede- 
kjidu:, of holy images from the fury of his persecution. Being 

kit 
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left by his death regent of the empire during the minority of her 
fon Michael III. fhe put an end to the Iconoclaft herefy, i 20 
years after the firft eflablifhment of it by Leo the Ifaurian : and 
the patriarch Methodius with great folemnity reftored holy 
images in the great church in Conltantinople, on the firft Sunday 
of Lent, which we call the fecond, of which event the Greeks 
make an annual commemoration, calling it the feaft of Ortho- 
doxy, After flie had governed the empire with great giory 
twelve years, fhe was banifhed by her unnatural fon and his 
Impious uncle Bardas. She prepared herfelf for death by fpend- 
ing the laft eight years of her life in a monaftery, where flie 
gave, up her foul to God in 867. 



FEBRUARY 12. 



St. BENEDICT, of Anian, Abbot. 



From his life by S?naragdus^ a faithful difciple y in Menard, Hen* 
fchenius and Mabillon. See Hiji. des Ordres Relig. T. 5, 



P- 139 



A. D. 821, 



n 



rj E was fon of Aigulf, count or govcrnour of Languedoc, 
XjL and ferved king Pepin and his fon Charlemagne in quality 
of cup-bearer, enjoying under them great honours and poflcl- 
fions. Grace made him fenfible of the vanity of all pcrifhablc 
goods, and at twenty years of age he took a refolution of feek- 
ing the kingdom of God with his whole heart. From that 
time he led a moft mortified life in the court itfclf for three 
years, eating very fparingly and of the coarfeft fare, allowing 
himfelf very little lleep and mortifying all his fenfes. In 774> 
having narrowly efcaped being drowned in the Xcfin, near 
Pavia, in endeavouring to fave his brother, he made a vow to 
quit the world entirely. Returning into Languedoc he was 
confirmed in hia refolution by the pious advice of an hermit of 
great merit and virtue, called Widmar ; and under a pretext 
of going to the court at Aix la Chapelle, he went to the abbey 
of St. Saine, five leagues from Dijon, and having font back all 
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his attendants, became a monk there. He fpent two years and 
a half in wonderful abftinence, treating his body as a furious 
wild beaft, to which he would fhew no other mercy than barely 
not to kill it. Hetook.no other fuflenance on any account but 
bread and water; and when overcome with wearinefs, he al- 
lowed himfelf nothing fofter than the bare ground where 
on to take a fhort reft; thus making even his repofe a 
continuation of penance. He frequently palled the whole night 
in prayer, and flood barefoot on the ground in the ftiarpeft 
cold. He ftudied to make himfelf contemptible by all manner 
of humiliations^ and received all infults with joy ; fo perfect- 
ly was he dead to himfelf. God beftowed on him an extraor- 
dinary fpirit of compunction, and the gift of tears, with an in- 
filled knowledge of fpiritual things to an emir en t degree. Not 
content to fulfil the rule of St. Benedict in its full rigour, he 
practifed all the fevereft onfervances, prefcribed by the rules of 
St. Pachomius, and St. Bafil. Being made cellerift he was very 
felicitous -to provide for others whatever St. Benedict's rule al- 
lowed, and had a particular care of the poor and of the 
guefts, ' - • • 

His brethren upon the abbot's death were difpofe.d to choo/e 
our faint, but he being unwilling to accept of the charge on 
account of their known averfion to a reformation, left them, 
and returned to- -his own country, Languedoc, in 780, where 
he built a fmall hermitage near a chapel of St. Saturninus, on 
the brook Anian, near the river Eraud, upon his own eftate. 
Here he lived fome years in extreme poverty, • praying conti- 
nually that God would teach him to do his will and make 
him faithfully correfpond with his eternal defigris. 1 Some 
folitarics, and with them the holy man Widmar put them- 
fclves under his dire£tion, though he long excufed him- 
felf. They earned their livelihood by their labour, and lived 
on bread and water, except oh Sundays, and folemn fefti- 
vals, on which they added a little wine and milk when 
it was given them in alms. The holy fuf>criour did not ex- 
empt himfelf from working with the reft in the fields, cither 
carrying wood, or plowing ; and fometimes he copied good 
books. The number of his difciplcs encrcafing, he quitted 
the valley, and built a monaftcry in a more fpacious place, 
J, i that neighbourhood. He fhewed his love of poverty 
by his rigorous practice of it: for he long ufed wooden, 
and afterwards glafs or pewter chalices at the altar - 9 and if any 
prefents of filk ornaments were made him, he gave them to 
other churches. However, he ibmc time after changed hie 
Way of thinking with refpec*fc to the church ; built a cloyfter^ 

and a ftatcly church adpnjgd with marble pillar?, furnifhed it 

with 
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with fdver chalices and rich ornaments, and bought a oreat 
number of books* He had in a fhort time three hundred reli* 
gious under his direction, and alfo exercifed a general infpedtion 
over all the monafteries of Provence, Languedoc and Gaf* 
cony, which refpe&ed him as their common parent and mafter. 
At laft he remitted fomething in the aufterities of the reformat 
tion he had introduced among them. Felix, bifliop of Urgel, 
had advanced that Chrift was not the natural,, but only the 
adoptive fon of the eternal Father. St. Benedict moft learned- 
ly oppofed this here fy, and affifted in 794 at the council af» 
iembled again ft it at Francfort. He employed his pen to con- 
fute the fame in four treatifes, publifhed in the mifcellanies of 
Balufius. 

Benedict was become the oracle of the whole kingdom, and 
he eftablifhed his reformation in many great rhonafteries with 
little or no oppofition. His moft illuftrious colony was the 
monaftery of Gelone, founded in 804 by William, duke of 
Aquitain, who retired into it himfelf, whence it was called 
St. Guiilem du Defer t. The emperour Lewis Debonnair 
committed to the faint the infpection of all the abbeys in his: 
kingdom. To have him nearer his own perfon, the emperourj 
in 814, obliged him to live in the abbey of Marmunfter in Al*{ 
face ; and as this was ftill too remote, defirous of his conftantj 
alliftance in his councils, he built the monaftery of Inde, two* 
leagues from Aix la Chapelle, the refidence of the emperour 
and court. Notwithstanding St. Benedict's conftant abode in 
this monaftery, he had ftill a hand in reftoring monaftick dif. 
cipline throughout France and Germany ; as he alfo was the 
chief inftrument in drawing up the canons for the- reformation 
of prebendaries and monks in the council of Aix la Chapelle; 
in 817, and prefided in the aflembly of abbots the fame ye 
to inforce reftoration of discipline. His ftatutes were adopte 
by the Order, and annexed to the rule of St. Benedict tb 
founder. He wrote the Code of Rules i being a collection 
all the monaftick regulations, which he found extant ; as alf< 
a. book of homilies collected, according to the cuftom of tha 
age, from the works of the fathers. This great rcftorcr ofthemcrt 
naftick Order in the Weft, worn out at length with mortification 
and fatigues, fuffiered much from continual ficknefe the lattcf 

?' rears' of his life. He died at hide with extraordinary tranquil' 
ity andehearfulnefs on the eleventh of February &2i 5 being thd 
about, feventy-one years of age, and was buried in the (ami 
monaftery, fincc called St. Cornelius's, the church being dwltj 
cated to that holy pope and martyr. At Anian his fclHval u 

kept on (he eleventh, but by moft other martyrologies on tr 

twclltl 
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twelfth of February, the day of his burial. His relicks remain 
in the fame place, and have been honoured with miracles. 

On the fame DAY 

St. Meletius, patriarch of Antioch. His virtue is highly ex- 
tolled by SS. Bafil, Gregory Nazianzen, Chryfoftom and other 
eaftern prelates of that age. Meeknefs was his chara&eriftick, 
by which he converted his trials, during a moil unhappy fchifm, in- 
to occalions of virtue. He alfo fufFered much from the Arians, but 
died in peace at Conftantinople, whilft th c fecond general council 
was fitting, in 381. 

St, Eulaua of Barcelona, V. M. This holy virgin had been 
brought up in the faith and in the practice of piety at Barcelona in 
Spain. In the perfecution of Di jclefian, under the cruel gover- 
nour Dacian, me fufFered the rack, and being at Jail crucified on it, 
joined the crown of martyrdom to that of virginity. Her relicks 
are preferred at Barcelona, by which city fhe is honoured as its pa r 
tronefs. 




FEBRUARY 13 



St, POLYEUCTUS, Martyr 



From bis affs taken fro?n thofe that were wrote by Near \ bus , the 

faint's friend. TiIIc?n. T. 3. />. 424. 

Third Age. 

TH E city of Melitcne, a ftation of the Roman troops in the 
Leflcr Armenia, is illuftrious for a great number of mar- 
tyrs, whereof the firft in rank is PoIyeu£tus, He was a rich 
Roman officer, and had a friend called Ncarchus, a zealous 
chriftian, who, when the news of the perfecution, raited by 
the cniperour againft the church, reached Armenia, prepared 
himfelf to lay down his life for his faith j and grieving to leave 
Polyeu&us in the darknefs of pagan i An was fo fucccfsful in his 
endeavours to induce him to embrace chriftian ity, as not only 
to gain him over to the faith, but to infpire him with an eager 
deli re of laying down his life for the fame. He openly 
dedarcd himfelf a chriftian, and was apprehended and con- 
demned 
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demned to cruel tortures. The executioners being weary with 
tormenting him, betook themfdves to the method of argument 
and perfuafion in order to prevail with him to renounce Chrift. 
The tears and cries of his wife Paulina, of his children, and 
of his father-in-law, Felix, were fufficient to have (haken a 
mind not fuperiour to all the aflaults of hell. But Polyeu&us 
ftrengthened by God, grew only the firmer in his faith, and 
received the fentence of death with fuch chearfulnefs and joy, 
and exhorted all to renounce their idols with fo much energy on 
the road to execution, that many were converted. He was be- 
headed on the tenth of January in the perfecution of Decius 
or Valerian, about the year 250, or 257. The christians buried 
his body in the city. Nearcbus gathered his blood in a cloth, 
and afterwards wrote his adts. The Greeks keep his feftival 
very folemnly : and all the Latin martyrologies mention him. 
There was in Melitene a famous church of St PoIyeu£tus in the 
fourth age, in which St. Euthymius often prayed. There was 
alfo a very irately one in Conltantinople, under Juftinian, in 
which it was the cuftom for men to make their moft folemn 
oaths, as is related by St. Gregory of Tours (1). TJie fame 
authour informs us, in his hiftory of the Franks (2), that the 
Icings of France of the firft race ufed to confirm their treaties 



by the name of Polyeuclus. 



St. MARTINIANUS, Hermit. 



From his life by a cote?nporary Greek authour^ in BoUandus y p. 667. 

A.D. 1x24, 

* 

MARTINIANUS was born at Caefarea in Palcftinc, 
during the reign of Conftantius. At eighteen years of 
age he retired to a mountain near that city, called, The place 
of the .ar& 9 where he lived for twenty -five years among many 
holy fblitarics in the practice of all virtues, and was endowed 
with the gift of miracles. A wicked ft rum pet of Gellirca, 
called Zoe, hearing his fanclity much extolled, at the infliga- 
rion of the devil undertook to pervert him. She feigned her- 
fdf a poor woman, wandering in the defert late at night, and 
ready to pcrifh. By this pretext flic prevailed on Martin iamis 
to let her remain that night in his cell. Towards morning 
fi\c threw afide her rags, put on her beft attire, and going i" 



(ij ® c i',Ior. mart. c. 103* 



(2) Hill. 1. 7. r. 6 
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to Martinianus, told him, flic was a lady of the city, poflefled 
of a large eftate and plentiful fortune, all which fhe came to 
offer him with herfelf. She alfo inftanced in the examples of 
the faints of the Old Teftament, who were rich and engaged in 
the conjugal ftate to induce him to abandon his purpofe. The 
hermit, who fliould have imitated the chafte Jofeph in his flight, 
was permitted, in punifhment perhaps of fome fecret preemp- 
tion, to Jifren to her enchanting tongue, and to confent in his 
heart to her propofal. But as it was near the time that he ex- 
pected certain perfons to call on him to receive his bleffing 
and inrtru&ions, he told her he would go and meet them on 
the road and difrnifs them. He went out with this intent, but 
being touched with remorfe, he returned fpeedily to his cell, 
where making a great fire, he thruft his feet into it. The 
pain this occafioned was fo great, that he could not forbear 
crying out aloud. The woman at the noife ran in and 
found him lying on the ground, bathed in tears, and his 
feet half burned. On feeing her he faid : 66 Ah ! If I can- 
" not bear this weak fire, how can I endure that of hell V 9 
This example excited Zoe to fentiments of grief and repent- 
ance, and fhe conjured him to put her in a way of fecuring 
her falvation. He fent her to Bethleem to the monaftery of St. 
Paula, in which fhe lived in continual penance, and lying on 
the bare floor, with no other fuftenance than bread and 
water. Marti nianus* as foon as his legs were healed, which 
was not till feven months after, not being able all that time to 
rife from the ground, retired to a rock furrounded with water 
on every fide, to be fecure from the approach of danger and all 
occaiions of fin. He lived here expofed always to the open 
air, and without ever feeing any human creature, except a 
boatman, who brought him twice a year bifcuit and frefh wa- 
ter, and twigs wherewith to make bafkets. Six years after 
this, he faw a veflel fplit and wrecked at the bottom of his 
rock. All on board perifhed, except one girl, who floating 
on a plank, cried out for fuccour, Martinianus could not re- 
fufetogo down and ilivc her life: but fearing the danger of 
living on the fame mountain with her till the boatman (hould 
come, as was expected, in two months, refolvcd to leave her 
(hereto fubfifi on his provifions till that time, and fhe chofc 
to end her days on this rock in imitation of his penitential life. 
He, trufting himfclf to the waves and providence, to fhun all 
danger of fin, fwam to the main land, and travelled through 
many defer ts to Athens, where he made a happy end towatds the 
year 400, being about fifty years old. His name was in great 
veneration in the JEalK particularly at Conflantinople. 

Vol. h X On 
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On the fame DAY 

St. Stephen, Abbot* He was abbot of a monaftery near 
the walls of Rieti, and a man of admirable fan&ity. He had de- 
fpifed all things for the love of heaven. He fhunned all compa- 
ny to employ himfelf wholly in prayer. So wonderful was his pa- 
tience that he looked upon them as his greateft friends and bene- 
factors, who did him the greateft injuries, and regarded infults as 
his greateft gain. He lived in extreme poverty, and a privation of 
all the convenicncies of life. His barns, with all the corn in them, 
the whole fubfiftence of his family, were burned down by wicked 
men. He received the news with chearfulnefs, grieving only for 
their fin by which God was offended. In his agony angels were 
fecn fnrrounding him to conduct his happy foul to blifs. He lived 

in the fixth age. St Gregory, horn. 35, in Evang. T. 1, p, 

1616. and 1. 4. Dial. c. 19, 




FEBRUARY 14 



St. VALENTINE, Prieft and 

Martyr. 

J lis ath are commended by Henfcbcnius 9 but objected to by Tillcm. 
and Bail let. Here is given only an Abridgement of the principal 
circutnjlances 9 from Tillcm. Tl 4. p. 678. 

Third Age. 

VALENTINE was a holy prieft in Rome, who with St. 
iVIarius and his family aiiifted the martyrs in the per- 
fection under Claudius II. He was apprehended, and lent 
by the emperour to the prefect of Rome ; who, on finding all 
his prom i lbs to make him renounce his faith ineffectual, 
commanded him to be beaten with clubs, and afterwards to be 
beheaded, which was executed on the fourteenth of February, 
about the year 270. Pope Julius 1. is laid to have built a church 
near Pontc Mole to his memory, which for a long time gave 
name to the gate, now called Porta del Popolo, formerly Porta 
Valent'ini. The greateft part of his relicks are now in the church 

of St. Precedes. His name is celebrated as that of an iJluftrious 

martyr 
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martyr in the facramentary of St. Gregory, the Roman Miflal of 
Thomafius, in the calendar of F. Fronto, and that of AJIatius, 
in Bede, Ufuard, Ado, Notker, and all other martyrologies on 
this day. To abolifh the heathens lewd fuperftitious cuitom of 
boys drawing the names of girls, in honour of their goddefs Feb- 
ruata Juno on the fifteenth of this month, feveral zealous pa- 
yors fubftituted the names of faints in billets, given on this 
day. See page 192. 



St. MAR O, Abbot, 

From Theodoret Philoth. C. r6. 22. 24, 30. Tillem. ST. 12* 

/>. 412. 

A. D. 433. 

ST. Maro made choice of a folitary abode on a mountain" 
in the diocefe of Cyr in Syria, where, out of a fpirit of 
mortification^ he lived for the mofi part in the open air. He 
had indeed a little hut, covered with goats fkins, to fhelter him 
from the inclemencies of the weather 3 but he very feJdom 
made ufe of it for that purpofe even on the moil urgent occa- 
fions. Finding here an heathen temple he dedicated it to the 
true God, and made it his houfe of prayer. Being renowned 
for fanclity, he was raifed, in 405, to the dignity of priefrhood. 
St. Chryfoftom, who had a lingular regard for him, wrote to 
him from Cucufus, the place of his bani/hment, and recom- 
mended himfelf to his prayers, and begged to hear from him 
by every opportunity. 

St. Zebinus, our faint's maftcr, furpafled all the fol italics of his 
time, with regard to afliduity in prayer. Me devoted lo this 
exereife whole days and nights, without being fenfibJe of <an y 
wearinefs or fatigue : nay, his ardour for it feemed rather to 
mcrcafe than flacken by its continuance. He generally prayed 
m an creel: pofture j but in his old age was forced to fupport his 
body by leaning on a flaff". He pave advice in very few words to 
thofc that came to fee him, to gam the more rime for heavenly 
contemplation. St. Maro imitated his conlianey in prayer : yet he 
not only received all vifitants with great lender uefs, but encouraged 
uieir ftay with him ; tho* few were willing to pals the whole night 
in prayer {landing. God recompenfed his labours with moJl abun- 
dant graces, and the gift of curing all d if tempers both of body and 
mind. He prescribed admirable remedies a^ainlt all vices. 
1 ms drew great multitudes to him, and he erected manv 1110- 

X 2 naileries 
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nafteries in Syria, and trained up holy folitaries. Theodoret bi- 
fhop of Cyr fays, that the great number of monks -who 
peopled his diocefe were the fruit of his inftruftions. 'The 
chief among his difciples was St. James of Cyr, who gloried 
that he had received from the hands of St. Maro his firft hair- 
cloth. 

God called St. Maro to his glory after a fliort illnefs, which 
fliewed, fays Theodoret, the great weaknefs to which his body 
was reduced. A pious conteft enfued among the neigh bourino- 
provinces about- his burial. The inhabitants of a large and po- 
pulous place carried off the treafure, and built to his honour 
a fpacious church over his tomb, to which a monaftery adjoined, 
which feems to have been the monaftery of St. Maro in the 
diocefe of Apamea 

On the fame DAY 

St. Abraames, bifhop of Carres. He was a holy folitary, who 
going to preach to an idolatrous village on mount Libanus overcame 
the perfections of the heathens by meeknefs and patience When 
he had narrowly cfcaped death from their hands, he borrowed mo- 
ney wherewith to fatisfy the demands of the collectors of the pub- 
lick taxes, for their failure in which refpeft they were to be call in- 
to prifon, and by this charity he gained them all to Chrift. After 
inftrucling them for three years, he left them under the care of an 
holy prieil, and returned to his defert. He was fome time after or- 
dained bifhop of Carres, in Mefopotamia, which country he cleared 
of idolatry, diflentions and other vices. He joined the recollection 
and penance of a monk with the labours of his functions, and died 

at 



(a) It is not altogether certain 
whether this monaftery near Apa- 
mea, or another on the Orontes, 
or third in Palmy i\ ne (for each 
of them bore his name) poil'efled 
his body, or gave name to the 
people called Maionhes. They 
were called fo from thefe reli- 
gious, in the fifth century, and 
adhered to the council of Chal- 
ccdon againfl the Eutychians. 
They were joined in communion 
with the Melchites or Loyaliils, 
who maintained the authority of 
the council of Chalcedon. The 
Maronites with their patriarch, 
who live in Syria, towards the 
fca-coafi, efpecially about mount 

Ubanus, are Heady in the com- 



munion of the cathotick church, 
and profefs a Uriel: obedience 
to the pope, as its fupreme 
p aft or ; and fuch has always 
been the conduct of that nation, 
except during a very fliort time, 
that they were inveigled into 
the Greek fchifm ; they return- 
ed to its communion under 
Gregory XIII. and Clement 
VIII. as Stephen Aflemani proves 
(Aflemani Adt. Mart. T. 2. p. 
410.1 againit the flandcr of F.n- 
tychius in his Arabick annals, 
which had im poled upon Kc- 
naudot. The Maroniies keep the 
ieait of St. Maro on the ninth, 
the Greeks on the fourteenth of 
February. • 
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At Conftantinople, in 422, having been fent for to court by Theodo- 
fius the Younger, and there treated with the greateft honour on ac- 
count of his fanctity. That emperour kept one of his mean gar- 
ments, and wore it himfelf on certain days, out of relped, See 

Theodoret Philoth. c. 17. T. 3. p. 847. 

St. Auxentius. He was an holy hermit in Bithynia, in the 
fifth age. In his youth he was one of the equeftrian guards of 
Theodofius "the Younger, but this ftate of life, which he difcharged 
with the utmofl fidelity to his prince, did not hinder him from mak- 
ing the fervice of God his main concern, All his fpare time was 
fpent in folitude and prayer ; and he often vifited holy hermits, to 
fpend the nights with them in tears and finging the divine praifes, 
proftrate on the ground. The fear of vain glory mov^ed him to re- 
tire to the defer't mountain of Oxea, in Bithynia. After the coun- 
cil of Chalcedon, where he appeared, upon fummons, againft Eu- 
tyches, he chofe a cell on a mountain called Siope near Chalcedon, 
in which he contributed to the fan crifi cation of many who reforted 
to him for advice ; he finilhed his martyrdom of penance together 
with his life, about 470. 



FEBRUARY 15. 

SS. FAUSTINAS and JOVITA, 

< Martyrs. 

A. D. 121. 

FAUSTINUS and Jovita were brothers, nobly born, 
and zealous profefTors of the chriftian religion, which they 
preached without fear in their city of Brefcia, whilft the bifhop 
ot that place lay concealed during the perfecution. The acls 
of their martyrdom fecming of doubtful authority, all we can 
affirm with certainty of them is, that their remarkable zeal ex- 
cited the fury of the heathens againft them, and procured then 
a glorious death for their faith at Brefcia, in Lombardy, under 
the emperour Adrian. Julian, a heathen lord, apprehended 
thein ; and the emperour himfelf puffing through Brefcia, when 
neither threats nor torments could make their conflancy, com- 
manded them to he beheaded- They feem to have fuiFercd 
^huut the year 121 (1). The city of Brefcia honours them as 

X 3 its 



(i) See Tillemont, T. 2 p. 549. Pagi, &c. 
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its chief patrons, and poflefies their relicks. A very ancient 
phurch in that city bears their name, and all martyrologies 
mention them. 



St. &IGEFRIDE, Bifliop, Apoftleof 

Sweden. 



From Joan. Magnus Hift. Goth, /. 17. quoted by Bollandm. 

OU R zealous anceftors having received the light of faith, 
propagated the fame throughout all the northern provinces 
of Europe. St. Anfcharius had planted the faith in Sweden^ 
in 830 ; but it relapfed foon after into idolatry. King Olas 
Scobcong in treated king Edred to fend him miflionaries to 
preach the gofpel in his country. Sigefride, an eminent prieft 
of York, undertook that million. He founded the epifcopal 
fee of Wexow, converted the whole country, and baptized the 
king. His three nephews, c^Ued Sunaman, Unaman and 
Wiaman, whom he left at Wexow during his abfencein preach- 
ing to other provinces, were flain by the idolaters, and are ho- 
noured among the martyrs. The king refolved to put the 
murderers to death ; but Sigefride by his earneft intreaties pre- 
vailed on him to fpare their lives. However he condemned 
them to pay a heavy fine, which he would have beftowed on 
the faint, but he rem fed accepting a Tingle farthing of it 
notwithstanding his extreme poverty, and the difficulties 
which he had to ftru<5gle with in laying the foundation of 
that new church. He had inherited the fpirit of the apoftlcs 
in an htroick degree. He preached firft: at Vexow, in 
South-Gothland* and having planted a church there, tra- 
velled into other provinces, and converted Wcfrrogothland and 
other count] ies to the faith. He died about the year 1002, 
and was buried in his cathedral at Vexow, where his tomb be- 
came famous for miiaclcs. He was canonized by pope Adrian 
.{V. an EngJWhman, who had himfeJf laboured zealoully and 
with great fuccefs in the con vci lion of Norway and other nor- 
thern countries, about a Jiundred and foi ty years after St. Si- 
gefride, who was honoured by the Swede:.- a& their apoflle, till 
the change of religion among them. 
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FEBRUARY 16. 



St. ONESIMUS, Difciple of St. 

Paul. 



HE was a Phrygian by birth, flave to Philemon a perfon 
of note of the city of Coloflae converted to the faith by 
St. Paul. Having robbed his matter and being obliged to fly, 
he providentially met with St. Paul, then a prifoner for the 
faith at Rome, who there converted and baptized him and fent 
him with his canonical letter of recommendation to Philemon, 
by whom he was pardoned, fet at liberty and fent back to his 
fpiritual father, whom he afterwards faithfully ferved. That 
apoftlemade him with Tychicus the bearer of his Epiftle to the 
Coloflians (i), and afterwards, as St. Jerom(2) and other fathers 
witnefs, a preacher of the gofpel, and a bifhop. The Greeks 
fay, he was crowned with martyrdom under Domitian, in the 
year 95, and keep his feftival on the fifteenth. Bede, Ado, 
Ufuard, the Roman, and other Latin martyrologifts mention 
him on the fixteenth of February (3). 

Baronius and fome others confound him with St. Onefimus, 
the third bifhop of Ephefus, after St. Timothy, who was fuc- 
ceeded firft by John, then by Caius. This Onefimus fhewcd 
great refpe£t and charity to St. Ignatius when on his journey to 
Rome, in 107, and is highly commended by him (4). 

(1) Col of. iv. (2) Kp. 62. c. 2. (3) Tillum. T. 1 . p. 

29 (. arid Note 10 on St. Paul. (.j) Ep. ad liphef. 
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SS. El ias, Jeremy, Is a i as, Samuel, 

and DANIEL, with other holy Mar- 
tyrs at Csefarea, in Paleftine. 

from Euf dais's relation of the martyrs of Pale/line tit the end of 
the eighth book of his b/Jlory 7 c. n. J 2. p. 336. Ed. Vales* 

A. D. 309. 

IN the year 309, the emperours Galenas Maximianus, and 
Maximinus continuing the perfecution begun by Diocletian, 
thefe five pious Egyptians went to vifit the confeftbrs condemn- 
ed to the mines in Cilicia, and on their return were flopped by 
the guards of the gates of Csefarea, in Paleftine, as they were 
entering the town. They readily declared themfelves chriftians, 
together with the motive of their journey j upon which they 
were apprehended. The day following they were brought be- 
fore Firmilian the governour of Paleftine, together with St. 
Pamphilus and others. The judge before he began his inter- 
rogatory ordered the five Egyptians to be laid on the rack, as 
was his cuftom. After they had long fuffered all manner of 
tortures, he addrefled himfelf to him who feemed to be their 
chief, and afked him his narrje and his country. They had 
changed their names, which perhaps before their converfion 
were thofe of fome heathen gods, as was cuftomary in Egypt. 
The martyr anfwered, according to the names they had given 
themfelves, that he was called Elias, and his companions Jere- 
my, Ifaias, Samuel, and Daniel. Firmilian then afked their 
country, he anfwered Jerufalem, meaning the heavenly Jcru- 
falem, the true country of all chriftians. The judge enquired 
in what part of the world that was, and ordered him to be tor- 
mented with frefli cruelty. All this while the executioners con- 
tinued to tear his body with ftripes, whilft his hands were 
bound behind him, and his feet fqueezed in the wooden flocks, 
called the Ncrvus. The judge at lafl tired with tormenting 
them condemned all five to be beheaded, which was imme- 
diately executed. 

Porphyrins, a youth who was a fcrvant of St. Pamphilus, 
hearing fentence pronounced, cried out, that at leafl the ho- 
nour of burial ought not to be rcfufed them. Firmilian pro- 
voked at this boldncfs ordered him to be apprehended; and 

finding that he coiifeilcd himlelf a chriitiajij and rcfufed to /a- 

criliec, « 
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crifice, ordered his fides to be torn fo cruelly that his very bones 
and bowels were expofed to view. He underwent all this with- 
out a iigh or tear, or fo much as making the leaft complaint. 
The tyrant, not to be overcome by fo heroick a conftancy, gave 
orders for a great fire to be kindled with a vacant fpace to be 
left in the mid ft of it, for the martyr to be laid in, when taken 
off the rack. This was accordingly done, and he lay there a 
confiderable time furroundcd by the flames, finging the praifes 
of God, and invoking the name of Jefus ; till at length quite 
broiled by the fire he confummated a flow, but glorious mar- 
tyrdom. 

Seleucus, an eye-witnefs of this victory, was heard by the 
foldiers applauding the martyr's refolution ; and being brought 
before the governour, he without more ado ordered his head 
to be ftruck off. 

On the fame DAY 

St Juliana, V. M. Afrer many torments flie was beheaded 
at Nicomedia, under Galerius Maximianus. Sc. Gregory the 
Great mentions, that her bones were tranilated to Rome. Part 
of them are now at Brufiels. This faint is much honoured in the 
Low-Countries. 

FEBRUARY 17. 

St. FLAVIAN, Archbifliop of Con^ 

ftantinople. 

From the councils •> and hiflorians Cedrenus, Evagrius y Thcophaws, 
WV. See Baron/ us, HcnfchemiiSy Fleuri, /. 27, 28. ghtefwl in 
his edition of the works of St. Leo, T. 2. DiJJl I. 

A. D. 449. 

OT. Flavian was a priefr of diftinguiflicd merit, and treafurer 

*3 of the church of Conftanttnoplc, when he fuccceded St. Pro- 

t'l'is in the archiepWcopal dignity in 447. The eunuch Chry- 

faphius, chamberlain to the emperour Theodoiius the Younger, 

Jiiui a particular favourite, fuggefted to his maftcr, a weak 

prince, to require of him a prefent, out of gratitude to the em- 
perour 
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per our for his promotion. The holy biftiop fent him fbme blefled 
bread according to the cuftom of the church at that time, as a 
benediclion and fymbol of communion. Chryfaphius let him 
know that it was a prefent of a very different kind that was 
expected from him. St.. Flavian, an enemy to fimony, an- 
iwered refolutely, that the revenues and treafure of the church 
were defigned for other ufes* namely, the honour of God 
and the relief of his poor. The eunuch highly provoked at 
the bifhop's refufal from that moment refolved to contrive his 
ruin. Wherefore with a view to his expulfion he perfuaded the 
emperour, by the means of his wife Eudoxia, to order the 
bifhop to make Fulcheria, filter to Theodoiius* a deacon nefs 
of his church. The faint's refufal was a fecond offence 
in the eyes of the fycophants of the court. The next year 
Chryfaphius was ftill more grievoufly offended with our faint for 
his condemning the errours of his kinfman Eutyches, abbot 
of a m:>naliery of three hundred monks near the city, who 
had acquired a reputation for virtue, but in effecl: was no better 
than an ignorant, proud and obftinate man. His intemperate 
zeal a gain ft Neftorius, for aflerting two diftincl: perfons in 
Chaff, threw him into the oppofite errour, that of denying 
two diltincl: natures after the incarnation. 

In a council, held by St. Flavian in 448, Eutyches was ao 
cufed of this errour by Eufebius of Dorylaeum, his former 
friend, and it was there condemned as heretical, and the au- 
thour was cited to appear, to give an account of his faith. On 
the day appointed in the laft fummons he appeared before the 
council, but attended by two of the principal officers of the 
court and a troop of the imperial guards. Being admitted and 
interrogated on the point in queflion, that is, his faith concern- 
ing the incarnation 5 he declared that he acknowledged indeed 
two natures before the union, but after it only one. To all 
rcafonings and authority produced againft his tenet, his reply 
was, that he did not come thither to difputc, but to fatisfy the 
attembly what his faith was. The council upon this ana- 
thematized and depofed him, and St. Flavian pronounced 
the fentence, which was fubferibed by thirty-two bi- 
fhops ami twenty- three abbots, of which laft eighteen were 
pricf! s. Eutyches faid privately to his guards, that lie ap- 
pealed to the bifhops of Rome, Egypt and Jerufalem ; and in a 
letter lie wrote to St. I,eo to complain of his ufage in the coun- 
cil, he endeavoured to impofe on the pope. But his Ilolinefs 
being infoimed of the Irate of the affair by St . Flavian, wrote to 
him an ample declaration of the owhodox faith upon the point, 
which was afterwards read, ami in (c i ted in the a<Sl\s of the I'otin- 

cij of Chakedon, in which the errours of Kutychcs were io- 

lemnly 
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lemnly condemned. Chryfaphius however had interelt enough 
with the weak ernperour, to obtain an order for a re- exami- 
nation of the caufe between St. Flavian and Eutyches in ano- 
ther council. This met in April 449, confining of about 
thirty bifhops, one third whereof had aiTifted at the iate coun- 
cil. St. Flavian being looked on as party, Xhalaflius, bifhop 
of Caefarea, prefided in his room. After the ftricTeft fcrutiny 
into every particular, the impiety of Eutyches and thejuflice 
of our faint's proceedings clearly appeared. St. Flavian pre- 
ferred to the ernperour a profeflion of his faith, wherein he 
condemned the errours of both Eutyches and Neftorius, his 
adverfaries pretending that he favoured the latter. 

Chryfaphius, though baffled in his attempts, was {till bent 
on the ruin of the holy bifhop, and employed all his craft and 
power to fave Eutyches and deftroy Flavian. With this view 
he wrote to Diofcorus, a man of a violent temper, who had 
fucceeded St. Cyril in the patriarchal fee of Alexandria, pro- 
mifing him his friend/hip and favour in all his defigns if he 
would undertake the defence of the depofed abbot againfr. Fla- 
vian and Eufebius. Diofcorus came into his meafures, and by 
their joint intereft with the emprefs Eudoxia, glad for an oppor- 
tunity to mortify Pulcheria who had a high efteem of our 
faint, they prevailed with the ernperour to order a council to be 
called at Ephefus to determine the difpute. Diofcorus was in- 
vited by the ernperour to come and prefide in it, accompanied 
with ten metropolitans and other bifhops, together with the ar- 
chimandrite or abbot Barfumas, a man llrongly attached to 
Eutyches and Diofcorus. The like directions were fent to the 
other patriarchs. St. Leo, who was invited, though late, fent 
legates to acT: in his name, Julius, bilhop of Puteoli, Renatus, 
a prieft who died on the road, Hilarius, a deacon, and Dul- 
citius, a notary. He fent by them a learned le tter to St. Fla- 
vian, in which he taxes the ignorance of Eutyches in the holy 
fcriptures, and explains the catholick doctrine agamic, that 
hcrefiarch, which he alfo did by other letters 

The falfe council of Ephefus, for the violences therein ufed, 
commonly called the Latrocinalc, was opened on the eighth of 
Auguft, in 449, and confiUcd of one hundred and thirty bi- 
fhops or their deputies, from Egypt and the Kaft. Eutyches 
was there, and two oflicers from the ernperour with a great 
number of foldiers. Every t hi up; was earned on by violence 
anil open faction in favour of Eutyches by thofc office rs and 
1* if hops who had cfpoufed his party and formed a cabal. The 
pipe's legates were never fullered to iead his letters to the coun- 
cil. The final refidt of the proceedings was to pronounce fen- 
l( lice of depoiitiou againil St. 1' Lviaii and LCufcbius, The 

pope'a 



3 o4 St. FLA VIA N, A. Feb. i 7 . 

pope's legates protefted againft the fentence, Hilarius, the 
deacon, cried out aloud, contradicitur^ oppofition is made, 
which Latin word was inferted in the Greek ads of the fynod. 
And Diofcorus no fooner began to read the fentence 5 but he was 
interrupted by feveral of the bifhops, who, proftrating them- 
felves before him, befought him in the moft fubmiffive terms to 
proceed no farther in fo unwarrantable an affair. Upon this 
he ftarts up, and calls aloud for the imperial commiffioners, 
Elpidius and Eulogius, who, without more ado, ordered the 
church doors to be fet open, upon which Proclus, the procon- 
ful of Afia, entered, furrounded with a band of foldiers, and 
followed by a confufed multitude with chains, clubs and 
fwords. This ftruck fuch a terrour into the whole aflembly, 
that, when the bifhops were required by Diofcorus and his crea- 
tures to fubfcribe, few or none had the courage to withfrand 
his threats, the pope's legates excepted, who protefted aloud 
againft thefe violent proceedings ; one of whom was impri- 
foned ; the other, Hilarius, got off with much difficulty, and 
came fafe to Rome. St. Flavian, on hearing the fentence read 
by Diofcorus, appealed from him to the holy fee and delivered 
his a£t of appeal in writing to the pope's legates, then prefent. 
This fo provoked Diofcorus (i ), that together with Barfumas 
and others of their party (2), after throwing the holy bifnop 
on the ground, they fo kicked and bruifed him, that he died 
within a few days, in 449, not at Ephefus, as fome have faid 
by miftake, but in his exile at Epipus, two days journey from 
that city. 

The council being over, Diofcorus, with two of his Egyptian 
bifhops had the infolence to excommunicate St. Leo. But vio- 
lence and injuftice did not triumph long. For the cmperour's 
eyes being opened on his fifter Pulcheria's return to court, 
whom the ambition of Chryfaphius had found means to remove 
in the beginning of thefe difturbanccs, the eunuch was dis- 
graced, and foon after put to death ; and the emprefs Eucloxia 
obliged to re-tire to Jcrufalem. The next year the empcrour 
died, as Cedrenus fays, penitent, and Pulchcria afccniling 
the throne in 450, ordered St. Flavian's body to be brought 
with great honour to Confrantinoplc, and there magnificently 
interred among his prctlcccflbrs in that fee. St. Leo had upon 
the firft news of thefe proceedings wrote to him to comfort 
him, as alfo to Theodolius, Pulchcria, and the clergy of Con- 
flantinople in his defence. The general council of Chalccdoii 
declared him a faint and martyr, and paid great honours to hi? 

memory, 



(2) Cone. Chalccd, act 4. 
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memory j n ^ Jm The fame council honourably reftored Eufe- 
bius of Dorilseum to his fee. Pope Hilarius, who had been 
St. Leo's legate at Ephefus, had fo great a veneration for the 
faint* that he caufed his martyrdom to be reprefented in Mo- 
faick work in the church which he buiJt in honour of the holy 
Crofs. The wicked Diofcorus was condemned by the council 
of Chalcedon in 451, and died obftinate and impenitent in the 
Eutychian herefy, and his other crimes in his banifhment at 
Gangres, in 454. 




FEBRUARY 18, 



St. SIMEON, Bifhop of Jerufalem, 

Martyr* 

From Eufeb. /. 3. c. 32. Tillem* T. 1. p. 186. and 2 % 

A.D. 104. 

ST. Simeon was the fon of Cleophas, other wife called Al- 
pheus, brother to St. Jofeph, and of Mary, fifter of the 
Blefled Virgin. He was therefore nephew both to St. Jofeph, 
and to the Blefied Virgin, and coulin-gcrman to Chrift. Si- 
meon and Simon are the fame name, and this faint is, accord- 
ing to the bell interpreters of the holy fcripture, the Simon 
mentioned (1), who was brother to St. James the Lefler, and 
St. Jude, apoflles, and to Jofcph or Jofe. He was eight or 
nine years older than our Saviour. Wc cannot doubt but 
he was an early follower of Chrift, as his father and mo- 
ther and three brothers were, and an exception to that of St. 
John (2), that, our Lord's relations did not believe in him. 
Nor does St. Luke (3) leave us any room to doubt but that he 
received the Holy "Ghoft on the day of Pcntccoil with the 
Blefled Virgin and the apofrles ; for he mentions prefent St. 
James and St. Jude, and the brothers of our Lord. St. Epi- 
phanius relates f 4), that when the jews maflacrcd St. James 
the Lefler, his brother Simeon reproached them for their cri- 
minal 



(0 Mat. xiii. 55. {2) John c. 7. v. 5;. (3) Afta i. 14. 
(4) Uxr. yS. c, 
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minal cruelty. St. James, bifhop of Jerufalem, being put 
to death in the year 62, twenty-nine years after our Sa- 
viour's refurredtion, the apoftles and difciples met at Jerufalem 
to appoint him a fuccellbur. They unanimoufly chofe St. Si- 
meon, who had probably before afMed his brother in the go- 
vernment of that church. 

Jn the year 66, in which SS. Peter and Paul fuffered mar- 
tyrdom at Rome, the civil war began in Judasa, by the fedi- 
tions of the Jews againft the Romans, The chriftians in Je- 
rufalem were warned by God of the impending deltrudtion of 
that city, and by a divine revelation(5) commanded to leave it, 
as Lot was refcued out of Sodom. They therefore departed out 
of it the fame year, before Vefpafian, Nero's general, and af- 
terwards cmperour, entered Judasa, and retired beyond Jor- 
dan to a fmall city called Pella, having St. Simeon at their 
head. After the taking and burning of Jeru-falem, they re- 
turned thither again, and fettled themfelves amidft its ruins, till 
Adrian afterwards entirely razed it. St. Epiphanius (6), andEu- 
febius (7) afTure us, that the church here flourished extremely, 
and thar multitudes of Jews were converted by the great num- 
ber of prodigies and miracles wrought in it. 

St. Simeon, amidft the confolations of the Holy Ghoft and the 
great progrefs of the church, had the affliction to fee two herefies 
arife within its bofom, namely, thofe of the Nazareans and the 
Kbionites ; the firft feeds of which, according to St. Epiphanius, 
appeared at PeJla. TheNazareans were a feci: of men between 
Jews and ChrHtians, but abhorred by both. They allowed 
Ch rift to be the greatefl: of the prophets, but faid he was a 
meer man, whofe natural parents were Jofeph and Mary : they 
Joined all the ceremonies of the old law with the new, and ob- 
served both the Jewi/h Sabbath and the Sunday. Ebion added 
other en ours to thefe, which Cerinthus had alfo efpoufed, and 
taught many fupciftitions, permitted divorces, and allowed of 
rhu mod infamous abominations. Me be^an to preach at Co- 
cabe, a village beyond Jordan, whcie he dwelt; but he after- 
wards travel fed into Afia and thence to Koine. The autho- 
rity of St. Simeon kept the hereticks in fume awe during his 
life, which was the longeli upon earth of any of our Lord's 
difciples. But, as Kufebius fays, he was no fooner dead than 
a delude of execrable her dies broke out of hell upon the church) 
whiciwhir/! not openly appear during his life. 

Vefpafian and Domitian had commanded all to be put to 
death who were of the race of David. St. Simeon had efcaped 

their 

(5) Faif. I. 3. c 5 Kpiph. h;er. 20. c. 7. har. 30. c. 2. 
de pond. & invnfur. c. 15. (7) Dcmonlt, 1. 3. c. 5. 



Feb. iS. SS. Leo and Paregorius, MM. 307 

their fearches ; but Trajan having given the fame order, certain 
hereticks and Jews accufed him as being both of the race of Da- 
vid, and achriftian to Atticus, the Roman governour in Paleftine. 
The holy bifhop was condemned by him to be crucified : who 
after having undergone the ufual tortures during feveral days, 
which, though 120 years old, he fuffered with fo much pa- 
tience that he drew on him an univerfal admiration and that of 
Atticus in particular, he died in 107, according to Eufebius 
in his chronicle. He muft have governed the church of Jeru- 
salem about forty-three years. 



SS- LEO and PAREGORIUS, 

Martyrs. 

From their ancient authentic k a els in Ruinart^ Bollandus^ &c« 

Third age. 

QT. Paregorius having fpilt his blood for the faith at Pa- 
0 tara, in Lycia, St. Leo, who had been a witnefs of his 
conflict, found his heart divided between joy for his friend's 
glorious victory, and forrow to fee himfclf deprived of the 
happinefs of fharing in it. The proconful of Afia being ab- 
fent in order to wait on the emperours, probably Valerian and 
Galien, the governour of Lycia, reftding at Patara, to fhew 
his zeal for the idols, publifhed an order on the feftival of Se- 
rapis, to oblige all to offer facrifice to that falfc god. Leo fee- 
ing the heathens out of Juperftition, and fome chriftians out of 
fear, going in crouds to adore the idol, fighed within himfclf, 
and went to offer up his prayers to the true God on the tomb 
of St. Paregorius, to which he pafled before the temple of Sc- 
rapis, it lying in his way to the martyr's tomb. The heathens 
that were facrificing in it knew him to be a chriftian by his mo- 
deity. He had exercifed himfelf from his childhood in the au- 
tarkies and devotions of an afectick life, and poffcilcd in an 
eminent degree chalrity, temperance, and all other virtues. 
His cloaths were of a coarfe cloth made of earners hair. Not 
long after his return home from the tomb of the martyr, with 
his mind full of the glorious exit of his friend, he fell afleep, 
and from a dream he had on that occaf ion nuclei flood, when 
he awaked, that God called him to a conflict of the fame kind 
with that of St. Paregorius, which filled him with incxprcilible 

joy and comfort, 

Where- 
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Wherefore the next time he vifited the martyr's tomb, in- 
stead of going to the place through by-roads, he went boldly 
through the market-place* and by the Tychaeum, or temple of 
Fortune, which he law illuminated with lanterns. He pitied 

their blindnefs, and being moved with zeal for the honour of 
the true God, he made no fcruple to break as many of the lan- 
terns as were within reach, arid trampled on the tapers in open 
view, faying : " Let your gods revenge the injury if they are 
<c able to do it." The priefts of the idol having raifed the po- 
pulace, cried out : " Unlefs this impiety be punifhed, the god- 
" defs Fortune will withdraw her protection from the city," 
An account of this affair loon reached the ears of the govern- 
our, who ordered the faint to be brought before him, and on 
his appearance addrefled him in this manner : cc Wicked 
<c wretch, thy facrilegious action furely befpeaks thee either 
* c ignorant of the immortal gods, or downright mad in flying 
cc in the face of our mofi divine emperours, whom we juiliy 
<6 regard as fecondary deities and faviours. ,> The martyr re- 
plied with great calmnefs : 46 You are under a great miftake in 
44 fuppollng a plurality of gods : there is but one who is the God 
46 of heaven and earth, and who does not ftand in need of being 
* 6 worfhipped after that grofs manner that men worfhip idols. 
4C The moft acceptable facrifice we can offer him is that of a 
4C contrite and humble heart." 44 Anfwer to your indictment, 
4C fa id the governour, and don't preach your chriflianity. I 
4C thank the gods however that they have not fuffered you to 
4C lie concealed after fuch a facrilegious attempt. Ghufe there- 
4C fore either to facrifice to them with thofe that are here pre- 
4i fent, or to fuffer the punifhment due to your impiety." The 
martyr laid : " The fear of torments fhall never draw me from 
4C my duty. I am ready to fufTcr all you (hall inflict. All j 
4t your tortures cannot reach beyond death. Eternal life is not 
*' to be attained but by the way of tribulations ; the fcrip- 
tc ture accordingly informs us, that narrow is the ivay that lead- 
4t etb to life." tc Since you own the way you walk in is narrow, 
4< laid the governour, exchange it for ours, which is broad and 
commodious." 4t When 1 called it narrow, faid the martyr, 
44 this was only becnufe it is not entered without difficulty, 
" and that its bemnninffs are often attended with afflictions and 
<c perfecutions forjuftice fake. .But being once entered, it is 
not difficult to keep in it by the practice of virtue, which 
hclpb to widen it and render it eafy to thofe that perlcvcrc in 
44 it, which has been done by many." 

The multitude of jews and Gentiles cried out to the judge to 
filencc him. But he laid, he allowed him liberty of ipeecli, 
and even offered him his fiiendlhip if he would but iacrificc. 

The 
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The confeflbr anfwered : cC You feem to have forgot what 
« I juft before told you, or you would not have urged ma 
" again to facrifice. Would you have me acknowledge for 
" a deity that which has nothing in its nature of divine ?" Thefe 
laft words put the governour in a rage, and he ordered the 
faint to be fcourged. WhiJft the executioners were tearing his 
body unmercifully, the judge faid to him : <c This is nothing 
" to the torments I am preparing for you. If you would have 
« me ftop here, you muft facrifice." Leo faid : " O judge, 
« I will repeat to you again what I have fo often told you ; 
" I own not your gods 5 nor will I ever facrifice to them ?" The 
judge faid : c< Only fay the gods are great, and I will difcharge 
" you. I really pity your old age." Leo anfwered : cc If I al- 
^ low them that title, it can only be with regard to their power 
61 of deftroying their worfhippers." The judge in a fury faid : 
u I will caufe you to be dragged over rocks and ftcnes, till you 
fi< are torn to pieces." Leo faid : " Any kind of death is wel- 
" come to me, that procures me the kingdom of heaven, and 
" introduces me into the company of the blefTed." The judge 
faid: " Obey the edicl, and fay, the gods are the prefer vers of 
" the world, or you lhall die." The martyr anfwered : 
" You do nothing but threaten i why don't you proceed to 
" effects." The mob began to be clamorous, and the go- 
vernour to appeafe them was forced to pronounce fentence 
on the faint, which was, that he fhould be tied by the feet, 
and dragged to the torrent, and there executed, and his 
orders were immediately obeyed in a moft cruel manner. 
The martyr being upon the point of confummating his facri- 
fice, and obtaining the accomplishment of all his defires, with his 
eyes lifted up to heaven, prayed thus aloud : " I thank thee, O 
" God, the Father of our Lord Jefus Chrift, for not fuffcring 
" me to i>c long feparated from thy fervant Paregorius. I re- 
" joice in what has befallen rne as the means of expiating my 
" paft fins. I commend my foul to the care of thy holy an- 
" gels, to be placed by them where it will have nothing to 
" fear from the judgments of the wicked. But thou, O Lord, 
" who willcft not the death of a finner but his repentance, 
" grant them to know thee and to find pardon for their crimes, 
" through the merits of thy only Son Jefus Chrift our Lord. 
H Amen." He no fooncr repeated the word Amen, together 
with an acT: of thankfgiving, but he expired. His executioners 



then took the body, and caft it down a great precipice into a 
deep pit; and notwithftanding the fall it fcemed only to have 
received a few flight bruifes. The very place which was before 
a frightful precipice, feemcd to have changed its nature, and the 
atts fay, no more dangers or accidents happened in it to tra- 

Vol. I. Y vclWrs. 
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vellers. The chriftians took up the martyr's body, and found it 
. of a lively colour and entire, and his face appeared comely and 
fmiling; and they buried it in the moft honourable manner they 
could. The Greeks keep his feftival on the eighteenth of 
February. 



FEBRUARY 19. 



SS. TYRANNIC, and others, Martyrs 

in Phoenicia, £Cc. 



From E nfe bins Hijt. /. 8. c. 7. 25. 

A. D. 304. 310. 

EUSEBIUS, the parent of church-hiftory, and an cyc- 
witnefs of what he relates concerning thefe martyrs, gives 
the following account of them. " Several chriftians of Egypt, 
whereof lome had fettled in Paleftine, others at Tyre, gave 
aflonifhing proofs of their patience and conflancy in the faith. 
After innumerable ftripes and blows which they chearfully 
underwent, they were expoled to wild beafts, fuch as leo- 
pards, wild bears, boars and bulls. I myfclf was prefent 
when thefe favage creatures, accuftomed to human blood, 
being let out upon them, inftead of devouring them, or 
tearing them to pieces, as it was natural to expect, flood oft, 
rcfufing even to touch or approach them, at the fame time 
that they fell foul on their keepers and others that came in 
their way (a). The foldiers of Chrift were the only pcrfbns 
they refufed, though thefe martyrs, purfuant to the order 
given them, tolled about their arms, which was thought a 
ready way to provoke the beafts and iUr them up 
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[a) R 11 funis adds, that thefe 
bcaJls killed feveral of lIic keepers 
and fpectators. It is in this fenfc 
that lome have tranflated this, 
parage with Nieephorus. See 
Valef. in An not. p. 16$. .But it 
fee ins improbable that the Jjnrc- 

tators , who were fcparated Ivonx 



aicending ten or tweniy 



the Jfiena by iron rails, and let- 

cd on Jlonc benches "Mihdly 

men 

deep all round, flioukl be UWl™ 
or injured by the beaiK unlefe 
ionic wore fo rafh as to venture 
within the rails with the keeper. 
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« them. Sometimes indeed they were perceived to rufh to- 
" wards them with their ufual impetuofity, but withheld by a 
66 divine power, they fuddenly withdrew ; and this many times, 
" to the great admiration of all prefent. The firfr, having done no 
< c execution, others were a fecond and a third time Jet out upon 
cc them, but in vain ; the martyrs ftanding alJ the while unfhalcen, 
" though many of them very young. Among them was a youth 
" not yet twenty, who had his eyes lifted up to heaven, and his 
cs arms extended in the form of a crofs, not in the lean: daunt- 
" ed, nor trembling, nor fluffing his place, while the bears 
" and leopards, with their jaws wide open, threatening irnme- 
" diate death, Teemed jufl ready to tear him to pieces, but, by 
" a miracle not being fuffered to touch him, they fpecdily 
" withdrew. Others were expofed to a furious bull, which 
tc had already gored and tofled into the air feveral infidels who 
u had ventured too near, and left them half dead : only 
" the martyrs he could not approach ; he flopped and flood 
cc fcraping the duft with his feet, and though he feemed to endea- 
" vour it with his utmoft might, butting with his horns on every 
" fide and pawing the ground with his feet, being alfo urged cm 
<c by red hot iron goads, it was all to no purpofe. After repeated 
<c trials of this kind with other wild hearts with as little fuccefs 
" as the former, the faints were flain by the fword, and their 
" bodies caft into the fea. Others who refufed to facrifice 
" were beaten to death, or burned, or executed divers other 
" ways." This happened in the year 304. 

The church on this day commemorates the other holy mar- 
tyrs whole crown was deferred till 310. The principal of thefe 
was St. Tyrannio, bifhop of Tyre, who had been prefent at 
the glorious triumph of the former, and encouraged them in 
their conflict. He had not the comfort to follow theni till fix: 
years after 5 when being conducted from Tyre to Antioch, with 
St. Zenobius, a holy prieft of Sidon, after many torments he 
was thrown into the fea, or rather into the river Orontcs upon 
which Antioch ftands, at twelve miles diftance from the fea. 
Zenobius expired on the rack whilft his fides and body were 
furrowed and laid open with iron hooks and nails. St. Sylva- 
nus, bifhop of Emifa, in Phoenicia, was fomc time after, un- 
der Maximinus, devoured by wild bcafts in the inidft of his 
own city, with two companions, after having governed that 
church forty years. Peleus and Nil us, two other Kgyptiau 
prierts, in Paleftine, were confumed by fire with finnu others. 
St. Sylvanus, bifhop of Gaza, was condemned to the copper 
mines of Phccnon near Pctra, in Arabia, and afterwards be- 
headed there with thirty-nine others. 



On 



&tz St. S A D O T H, i3c. Feb. 20. 



On the fame DAY 



St. B/.rbatus, Bifhop of ?eneventiijp, L C. in 683. He pre- 
iferveci ins innocence from his .cradle by an extraordinary fpirit of 
mortitrcation and prayer, yet by flanders fell into great tribulations, 
bv vfJiicb fircy trial God laid in his foul the foundation of that high 
tower of fanciity to which he raifed him by his grace, after having 
] Muifiod his heart from earthly attachments, and crucified it to the 
w ■ m id. The faint being made bifliop of Benevenlum converted the 
1 ' principality of the Lombards eltabliflied in that country, to- 
with their duke, and melted down the golden viper which 
ihey adored, and made a chalice of it for the altar. 
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FEBRUARY 20. 



St. SADOTH, Bifliop of Seleucia and 
CTESIPHON, with 12,8 Compa- 
nions, Martyrs. 

From his genuine atls in JHetaphrqJ?es 9 Bollandm and Ruin art 5 
but more corrcSily 171 the original Chaldaick given us by AJJeman\ y 

T. 1. p. 83. Orfi 9 Hift. T. 5. /. 13. 

A. D- 342. 

ADOTH, as he is called by the Greeks and Latins, is 
named in the original Peri;an language Schiaduftes, which 
fignihes Friend of the izng 9 from Sciah^ king, and Dtift* friend. 
His unfpotted purity of heart, bis ardent zeal, and the practice 
of all chtiflian virtues, prepared him from his: youth for the 
cpifcopal dignity 3 and the crown of martyrdom. St. Simeon, 
bifliop of Selec or Seleucia and Ctcfiphon, then the two capital 
cities of Pcrfia, fituate on the river Tigris, being tranflatcd to 
glory by martyrdom hi the beginning of the pcrfocution raifed 
by Sapor II. in 341, St. Sad cub was chofen three months after, 
to fill his fee, the moft important in that empire, but the moft 
expofed to the fl orin. This grew more violent on the publica- 
tion of a new cdicTt againft the chriftjans, which made it capital to 

rnnfrlv! C"!liri-fT r Pn wnif- wif-h ivitinnrv» tUn msimfpfltaf Inn of 




conieis Chrift. To wait with patience the inanifcflation 

the 
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the divine will, St. Sadoth, with part of his clergy? 
for Tome time; which did not however hinder him fr..n, .->■-: : 
ing his diftrefled flock all proper afiiftance and encc;ur.t«:«*m'.!r # 
but rather enabled him to do it with the greater fruit. .L-c.i iu>r 
this retreat he had a vifion which Teemed to indicate that 
time was come for the holy bifhop to foal his /ait/i with his 
blood. This he related to his priefts and deacons, whom he 
aflembled for that purpofe. " I faw, faid rv, in nr. fic-'p a 
" ladder environed with light and reaching from eai ch f 



M heavens. St, Simeon was at the top of it, and in great c h ry, 
" He beheld me at the bottom, and faid to me, with a JWuiir.g 
" countenance : Mount up Sadoth, fear not. I mounted ye- 
" fterday, and it is your turn to-day : which means, that as 
" he was llain laft year, fo I am to follow him this r" He 
was not wanting on this occafion to exhort his clergy with 
great zeal and fervour to make a provifion of good works, 
and employ well their time till they mould be called on in like 
manner, that they might be in readinefs to take poflefKon of 
their inheritance. cc A man that is guided by the fpirit, fays 
" Maruthas, authour of theie z&s y fears not death : he loves 
" God, and goes to him with an incredible ardour; but he, who 
" Jives according to the defires of the flefh, trembles, and is in 
" defpair at its approach : he loves the world, and it is with 
" grief that he leaves it." 

The fecond year of the perfecution, king Sapor coming to 
Scleucia, Sadoth was apprehended with feveral of his clergy, 
fome ecclefiafticks of the neighbourhood, and fome monks and 
nuns belonging to his church, to the amount of 128 pcrfons. 
They were thrown into dungeons, where, during five months 
confinement, they fufFered incredible mifery and torments. They 
were thrice called out, and put totherack or queftion ; their legs 
were frrcight bound with cords, which were drawn with fo 
much violence, that their bones breaking were heard to crack 
like flicks in a faggot. Amidft thefe tortures the officers cried 
out to them : " Adore the fun, and obey the king, if you 
" would fave your lives." Sadoth anfwercd in the name of all, 
that the fun was but a' creature, the work of God, made for 
the ufc of mankind, that they would pay fuprcmc adoration to 
none but the Creator of heaven and earth, and never be un- 
faithful to him : that it was indeed in their power to take away 
their lives, but that this would be the grcatefl favour they could 
do them ; wherefore he conjured them not to f pare them, or 
delay their execution. The officers faid : " Obey, or know 
" that your death is certain and immediate." The martyrs all 
uied out with one voice: " We fhall not die, hut live and 

t{ remii eternally with Qod and his Son Jcfus Clirilt. Where- 

Y 3 *' fore 
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* c fore inflicl: death as foon as you pleafe ; for we repeat it to 
46 you that we will not adore the fun, nor obey the unjuft 
* 6 edicts." Then fentence of death was pronounced upon them 
all by the king ; for which they thanked God, and mutually 
encouraged each other. They were chained two and two to- 
gether, and led out of the city to execution, finging pfalms and 
canticles of joy as they went. Being arrived at the place of 
their martyrdom, they rai fed their voices ftill higher, bl effing 
and thanking God for his mercy in bringing them thither, and 
begging the grace of perfeverance, and that by this baptifm cf 
their blood they might enter into his glory- Thefe prayers and 
praifesof God did notceafe but with the life of thelait. of this blcflcd 
company. St. Sadoth, by the king's orders, was feparated from 
them, and fent into the province of the Huzites, where he was 
beheaded. He thus rejoined his happy flock in the kingdom of 
glory. Ancient Chaldaick writers quoted by Aflemani fay, St. 
Schiaduftes or Sadoth was nephew to St. Simeon Barfaboe, being 
fon to his filler. He governed his church only eight months, 
and finifhed his martyrdom after five months imprifonment, 
in the year 342, and of king Sapor II. the 33d. Thefe maityis 
are honoured in the Roman martyrology on this day. 



St. ELEUTHERIUS ; Bifliopof 

Tournay, Martyr. 

A, D. 532. 

IT E was born at Tom-nay, of chriftian parents, vvhofe fa- 
JCi mily had been converted to Ch rift by St. Piat 150 years 
before. 'I 'he faith had declined at Tournay ever fince St. rial's 
martyrdom by reafon of its commerce with the heathen Mauds 
of Taxandria, now Zealand, and by means of the heathen 
French kings, who refuled fomc time at Tournay. Eleutherius 
was chofen bifliop of that city, in 496 5 foon after which, king 
CJovis was baptized at Rhcims. Eleutherius converted the 
greateil part of the country to the faith, and oppofed moft '/ca- 
Joufly certain hereticks, who denied the myftery of the incar- 
nation, by whom lie was wounded on the head with a fword, 
and died of the wound five weeks after, in 532 (1). 



On 



(1) See Miraus and lu's ancient life in Bollandus. 
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■ 

On the fame DAY 

S3. Mildred and Milburce, VV. Mildred was daughter of 
Merowald, a Mercian prince, fon of king p en da. She took the 
religious veil at Chelles, in France, but was called back by St. Theo- 
dorus, and appointed the flrft abbefs of Menllrey, a nunnery in the 
ifle of Thanet, founded by king Egbert. She behaved herfelf by 
humility as the fervant of her feventy h^Iy virgins, and conducted 
them chiefly by the authority of her example. For all were aihamed 
not to imitate her watching, mortification and prayer, and not to walk 
according to her fpirit. She died of a lingering painful illnefs towards 
the clofeof the feventh century. In 1033, her remains, which had 
been llluttrated by many miracles, were tranflated to the church of 
St. Aufhn at Canterbury, and venerated above all the other relicks 
of that holy place, fays Malmcfbury ( 1 ), who teili£es the frequency of 
miracles wrought by them : on which feealfo Thorne. Many churches 
bear her name ; as two in London. .Her filter St. Milburo- e was ab- 
befs of Wenlock in Shropfhire, which houfe Hie rendered a true 
paradiie of all virtue. The more (he humbled herfeif the more fhe 
was exalted by God, and whillt fhe preferred fackcloth to purple 
and diadems, ihe became the invifible glory of heaven. '1 he love 
of purity of heart and holy peace, were the fubjecT: of her dying 
exhortation to her dear filters. Malmeibury and Harpsfield write; 

that many miracles accompanied the difcovery and tranilation of her 
relicks in 1 1 o 1 . 

St. Ulrick, a holy penitent and reclufe, near Hafelboroufih, in 
Dorfetflure, in 1154. See Mat. Paris, Ford and Huntingdon. 




FEBRUARY 21. 



St. FLAVIAN, Patriarch of Antioch, 

ConfefFor. 

From St. Chryfofloni* Theotloret^ Socrates, &c. See Tillcmont> T. 

I0 > P- 5 2 3- Ce*M*r* T. 8. p. 521. 

A. D. 121. 

I . Flavian was a native of Antioch, of honourable cx- 
Y ^aclion, and poflcflcd of a plentiful citato, which he em- 
ployed in the (crvicc of the church and relief of the poor. Me 
ViMii remarkably grave and ferious, and began early to fubdue 

y 4 ins 
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his flefn by aufterities and abftinence, in which he remitted 
nothing, even in his old age; Thus was his heart prepared to 
receive and cherifti the feeds of divine grace, the daily increafe 
of which rendered him fo confpicuous in the world, and of fuch 
advantage to the church, In 331, St, Euftathius, the orthodox 
tifliop of Antiocb, having been wnjuftly depofed by the Arian 
faction, and by their intereft with the emperour baniflied into 
Thrace without ever returning to his fee, they became matters 
of that church, the government whereof they kept in their own 
hands for about thirty years. During this time of danger Fla- 
vian and his afibciate Diodorus., afterwards bifhop of Tarfus, 
equally difHnguifhed by their birth, fortune, learning and vir- 
tue, were the great fupports of the flock St. Euftathius had been 
forced to abandon. In 348, they undertook the defence of 
the catholick faith againft Leontius, the Arian bifliop, who 
made ufe of all his craft and authority to eftablifh Arianifm in 
that city -> one of whofe chief expedients was to promote none 
to holy orders but Arians. The fcarcity of catholick paftors on 
this account called for all their zeal and charity in behalf of 
the abandoned flock. The Arians being in pofleflion of all the 
churches in the city, thefe two zealous laymen aiTembled them 
without the walls, at the tombs of the martyrs, for the exer- 
cife of religious duties- They introduced among them tha 
manner of finging pfalms alternately (#), and of concluding 
each pfalm with Glory be to the Fat her y Son and Holy Ghojl : Ai 
it was^ Sec. which pious cuftom was foon after fpread over all 
the Eaftern and Weftern churches. Leontius flood fo much in 
awe of Flavian and Diodorus while they were only laymen, 
that, in compliance with their demands, he depofed Aetius, 
that molt, impious and barefaced blafphemcr of all the Arians, 
from the rank of deacons. 

St. Mclctius on his being promoted to the fee of Antioch, 
about the year 361, raifed them both to the priefthood, and 
they took care of that church as his delegates during his banifh- 
ment by Conflantius. Thus they continued together their 
valgus labours till Diodorus was made bifhop of Tarfus. I« 

3 8 '> 



(//) Theodorct, 1. 2. c. 19. 
fays, that Flavian and Diodorus 
were the mil who directed the 
pfalms to be funp- in this manner 
by two choirs : though Socrates 
1. 6. e. H. attributes itfi inflitu- 
tion to St. Ignatius the martyr; 
who having, as he there relates, 
heard angels in a vi/ion Ringing 
(the divine praiics alternately, 



inftituted that manner of fing- 
ing in the church of Antioch: 
but this might have been d i A 1 led . 
Pliny's famous letter to Trajan 
fhews that finging was then in 
ufe among the chriitians in J5i- 
thy nia ; and it appears from Mi- 
lo, that the Therapeuts did the 
fame before that time. 



Feb. til ^FLAVIAN of Antioch, Ci ~gff 

oSx 3 St. Meletius took Flavian with him to the general council 
which way aflembled at Conftantinople : but dying in that ca- 
pital, St, Flavian was chofen to fucceed him. His life was a 
perfect copy of the eminent epifcopal virtues, and eipecially of 
the meeknefe, the candour, and affability of his worthy pre- 
deceflbn Though St. Flavian was mailer of great eloquence, 
and preached afliduoufly, yet, fenfible of St. John Chryfoftom's 
extraordinary talent for the pulpit, he ordained him prieft, and 
from that time employed him as his tongue to his flock. 

Theodofius I. finding himfelf obliged to levy a new tax on 
his fubjeits, on occafion of his war with Maxirnus who had 
ufurped the Weftern empire, the populace of Antioch, pro- 
voked at the demand, mutinied, and difcharged their rage on 
the emperour's ftatue, thofe of his father, his two fbns, and his 
late confort Flaccilla, dragged them with ropes through the 
ftreets, and then broke them to pieces. The magiftrates durfl 
not oppofe the rabble in their excefles. But as Toon as their 
fury was over, and that they began to reflect on what they had 
been guilty of, and the natural confequences of their extrava*- 
gancies, they were all feized with fuch terrour and confierna- 
tion, that many abandoned the city, others abfconded, and 
fcarce any durft appear publickly in the ftreets. The magi- 
ftrates in the mean time were filling the prifons with citizens^ 
in order to their trials on account of their reipedHve fhare in the 
combuftion. Their fears were heightened on the arrival of two 
officers difpatched from Conftantinople to execute the empe- 
rour's orders with regard to the punifhment of the rioters. The 
reports which were fpread abroad on this occafion imported, that 
the emperour would caufe the guilty to be burned alive, would 
confifcate their eftates, and level the city with the ground. The 
confirmation alone was a greater torment than the execution 
itfelf could have been. St. Flavian, notwithftanding his very 
advanced age, and though his fiftcr was dying when he left 
her, fet out without delay, in a very fevere fealbn of the year, 
to implore the emperour's clemency in favour of his flock. Be- 
ing come to the palace and admitted into the emperour's pre- 
fence, he no fooncr perceived that prince but he flopped at 3 
tliftanee, holding clown his head, covering his face, and /peak- 
ing only by his tears, as though himfelf had been guilty* 
Thus he remained for fome time. The emperour feeing him 
in this condition, carrying as it were the weight of the publick 
pilt in his brcaft, inftead of employing har/h reproaches, as Fla- 
vian might naturally have cxpedlcd, fumnied up the many fa- 
vours lie had conferred on that fity, and fa id at the conclufion 
<»1 each article: " Is this the acknowledge inent i had reafon to 
u cxpecl ? h this their return for my hive ? What caufe of 

lt com- 
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<c complaint had they againft me ? Had I ever injured them ? 

But granting that I had, what can they allege for extending 
" their infolence even to the dead ? Had they received any 
cc wrong from tbetn P Why were they to be infulted too \ 
<c What tcndernefs have I not fhewn on all occafions for their 
« c city ? Is it not notorious that I have given it the preference 
* c in my love and efleem to all others, even to that which gave 
c£ me birth ? Did not I always exprefs a longing defire to fee 
* c it, and that it gave me the higher! fat isf action to think I 
<c mould foon be in a condition of taking a journey for this 
<c purpofe ?" 

Then the holy bifhop being unable to bear fuch flinging re- 
proaches or vindicate their cond u£r, made anfwer : " We ac- 
<c knowledge, Sir, that you have on all occafions favoured us 
" with the greatett demonftrations of your fingular affection ; 
tc and this it is that enhances both our crime and our grief, that 
< c we fhould have carried our ingratitude to fuch a pitch as to 
ct have offended our beft friend and create it. benefactor : hence 
<c whatever punifhment you may inf3i<£f upon us it will Hill fail 
<c fhort of what we defe-ive. But alas! the evil we have 
<c done ourfelvcs is worfe than innumerable deaths. For what 
<c can be more afflicting, than to live, in the judgment of al! 
cc mankind, guilty of the blackeff ingratitude, and to fee our- 
ct felves deprived of your fweet and gracious protection, which 
<c was our bulwark. Wc dare not look any man in the face; 
<c no, not the fun itfelf. But as great as our mifery is, it is not 
ct irremediable ; for it is in your power to remove it. Great 
** affronts among private men have often been the occafion ot 
€i great charity. When the devil's envy had deftroyed man, 
tc God's mercy lettered him. That wicked fpirit, jealous of 
* c our city's hap'pinefs, has plunged her into this abyfs of evils, 
<£ out of which you alone can refcue her. It is your affection, 
<c I dare lay it, which has brought them upon us, by exciting 
<c the jealoufy of the wicked fpirits againft us. But like Gal 
<c himfelf, you may draw infinite good out of the evil which 
* c they intended us. Jf you fpare us, you are revenged on 
" thejii. 

<c Your clemency on this occafion will be more honourable 
tc to yon than your nioft celebrated victories. It will adorn 
" your head with a far brighter diadem than that which you 
<c weai", as it will be the fruit only of your own virtue. ^ our 
tc flatues have been thrown down : it you pardon this infult, 
* c you will raifeyouifi If others, not of marble or brafs which 
4C time dellroys, but fuel) as will exill eternally in the heailsoi 
<c all tliofe who will hear ol this aeUion. Vour piedcceflhr 

<c Conilantine the Great, when importuned by his coin tu t » 
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" to exert his vengeance on fome feditious people that disfigured 
tt jjis ftatues by throwing ftones at them, did nothing more 
*' than ftroke his face with his hand, and told them fmiling, 
" that he did not feel himfelf hurt." This his faying is yet 
" in the mouths of all men, and a more illuftrious trophy to 

I « his memory than all the cities which he built, than all the 
" barbarous nations which he fubdued. Remember your own 
" memorable faying, when you ordered the prifons to be open- 

: 6i ed, and the criminals to be pardoned at the feaff. of Eafter : 
" IVonld to God I were able in the fame manner to open the graves , and 

. c: rejh y e the dead to life! That time is now come. Here is a city 
Ci whole inhabitants are already dead ; and is, as it were, at the 
u sates of its fepulchre. Raife it then, as it is in your power to 
6£ Ho, without coll: or labour. A word will fuffice. Suffer it by 
" vour clemency to be frill named among the living cities. It will 
" then owe more to you than to its very founder. He built 
" it fmall, you will raife it great and populous. To have pre- 
" fcrved it from being deftroyed by Barbarians would not have 
" been fo great an exploit, as to fpare it on fuch an occafion as 
c; now offers. 

" Neither is the prefervation of an illuftrious city the only 
cc thing to be confidered, your own glory, and above all the 
" honour of the cbriftian religion are highly intereffed in this 
<k affair. The Jews and pagans, all barbarous nations, nay, 
<J the whole world have their eyes fixed on you at this critical 
" juncture j all are waiting for the judgment you will pro- 
" nounce. If it be favourable, they will be filled with admi- 
c: ration, and will agree to praife and worfhip that God, who 
" checks the anger of thofe who acknowledge no mafter upon 
" earth, and who can transform men into angels ; they will 
" embrace that religion which teaches fuch fu'blime morality. 
u Liften not to' thofe who will object that your clemency on 
" this occafion may' 4 be attended with, and give encouragement 
" to, the like diforders in other cities. That could only 
" happen if you fparcd for want of a power to chaftife : but 
" whereas you don't divert yourfelf by fuch an a£l of clem en- 
" cy of this power, and as by it you endear and rivet yourfelf 
" the more in the affections of your fubjecls, this, inrtead of 
" encouraffinc fuch infults and diforders, will rather the more 
u effectually prevent them. Neither immenfe fums of money, 
" nor innumerable armies could ever have gained you fo much 
11 the hearts of your fubjeeh and their prayers for your perfon 

and empire, as will this finglc action. And, if you ftand 
u fair for being fuch a trainer from men, what rewards may 
" you not reafonably expect from God ? It is eafy for a mafter 
" to pmi;{li 3 but rare and difficult to pardon. 

"It 



cc 
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cc It will be extremely glorious to you to have granted thia 
cc pardon at the requeft of a' minifier of the Lord, and it will 
* c convince the world of your piety, in that you overlooked 
the unworthinefs of his perfbn, and refpedted only the power 
.and authority of that matter, who' fent him. For though 

<c deputed immediately by the inhabitants of Antioch to de- 
*' precate your juft difpleafure on tbis : occafiori, it is not only 
in their name that I appear in this place, fori am come from 
the fovereign Lord of men and angels to declare to you in 
his name, that, if you pardon men their faults he will for- 
give you your fins. Call to mind then that dreadful day on 
** which we fhaJl all be fummoned to gi ve in an account of all 
cc our actions. Reflect on your having it now in your power, 
*' without pain or labour to efface your fins, and to find mer- 
<c cy at that terrible tribunal- You are about to pronounce 
* c your own fentence. Other embaffadors bring gold, filver, 
<c and other like prefents, but as for me, I offer nothing but 
cc the law of God, and intreat you to imitate his example on the 
cc crofs." He concluded his harangue by afluring the emperour 
that if he refufed to pardon the city, he would never more 
return f:o it, nor look upon that city as his country, which a 
prince of his humane difpofition could not prevail upon himfelf 
to pardon. 

This difcourfe had its defired effect on the emperour, who 
with much difficulty fuppreffed his tears while the bifhop 
fpoke, whom he anfwered in thefe few words : " If Jefus 
** Chrift, the Lord of all things, vouchfafed to pardon and 
4< pray for thofe very men that crucified him, ought I to hefi- 
<c tate to pardon them who have offended me ? I, who am but 
* c a mortal man like them, and a fervant of the fame matter." 
The patriarch, overjoyed at his fuccefs, proftrated himfelf at 
the cmperour's feet, wifhing him a reward for fuch an ac- 
tion, fuilable to its'merit. And whereas the faint made an offer 
of .pafling the fcaft of Eafter with the emperour at Confhnti- 
iioplc, he, to teflify how finccrely he was reconciled to the 
city of Antioch, urged his immediate icturn, faying: "Go 
c< Father, delay not a moment the confolation your people 
** will receive at your return, by communicating to them 
* c the afliirances of the pardon I grant them; I know they 
«« muft he in great affliction." The hi (hop fet out accord- 
ingly ; but, to delay as little as pofliblc the joy of the ci- 
tizens, he di (patched a courier before him with the cmperour's 
letter of pardon, which produced a comfortable change in the 
face of affairs. The bifhop himfelf arrived time enough he- 
fore Eafter to keep that folcmnity wich his people. I he joy 

and triumph of that ciry could not be greater j it is elegantly 

deicribed 
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defcribed by St. Chryfoftom, extolling above all things the 
humility and modefty of St. Flavian on fo extraordinary an oc- 
cafion, who attributed the whole change of Theodofius's mind, 
and all the glory of the action, to God alone. 

In the unhappy fchifm which divided the church of Antioch 
between Vitalis, chofen by the Apollinarifts j Paulinus, fol- 
lowed by St Athanafius and the Weft; and St. Meletius chofen 
by the greateft ^ body of the orthodox of that church ; St. 
Flavian and Diodorus with all the Eaft, had adhered to 
St. Meletius, who, as we have feen already, was fucceeded 
by St. Flavian. Paulinus, bifhop of that part of the catho- 
licks called Eujiathians, from their attachment to that pre- 
late, though long fince dead, frill difputed that fee with St. 
Flavian : but dying in 338, the fchifm of Antioch mull: have 
ended, had not his abettors kept open the breach by choofing 
Evagrius in his room, though it does not appear that he had 
one bifhop in communion with him, Egypt and the Weft be- 
ing now neuter, and the Eaft all holding communion with Sf 
Flavian. Evagrius dying in 395, the Euftathians, though now* 

without a paftor, ftill continued their feparate meetings, and 
kept up the fchifm feveral years longer. St. Chryfoftom being 
raifed to trie fee of Conftantinople in 398, laboured hourly to 
abolifh this fatal fchifm, which was brought about foon after 

L " rs conftituted for this purpofe by the Weft, 

tn e other parties concerned, and the Eufta* 
thians received St. Flavian as their lawful bifhop. In the year 
404, when St. Chryfoftom was banifhed, St. Flavian teftified 
his indignation againft fo unjuft a proceeding, and wrote upon 
that fubjecl: to the clergy of Conftantinople. But he did not 
live to be witnefs of all the fuiFerings his dear friend was to 
meet with, dying about three years before him, in 404. The 
general council of Chalcedon calls him blejhd{i), and Theo- 
doret (2) gives him the titles of the great, the admirable faint, 
at, Chryfoftom is lavifh in his praifes of him. St. Flavian's 
Jermons and other writings are all loft except his difcourfe to 
i ncodofius, prcferved by St. Chryfoftom. The Greek church 
honours him on this day, though he is not named in the Ro- 
man ixiartyrology. 



Egypt and all 



(i) Cone. T. 4- P< 840. {2) L. 5. c. 232. 
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SS. DANIEL, Prieft, and VERDA 3 

Virgin, Martyrs. 



Mc 



'-o??i iveir autnemicR acis wrote t>y or. iviaruirjas^ in ayriack^ and 
publifoed by Stephen JJfemani among the oriental martyr s y T* u 



p. 103 



A, D. 344 



TWO years after the martyrdom of St. Millcs, Daniel, a 
priefr, and a virgin confecrated to God named Vcrda, 
which in Chaldaick fignifies a roje, were apprehended in the 
province of the Razichaeans, in Perfia, by an order of the go- 
vernour, and put to all manner of torments for three months, 
almoft without intermifllon. Among other tortures- their feet 
being bored through, were put into frozen water for five clays 
together. The governour feeing it impofHble to overcome their 
conftancy, condemned them to lofe their heads. They were 
crowned on the twenty-fifth of the moon of February, which 
was that year the twenty-firfr of that month, in the year of 
Chrift 344, and of king Sapor II. the thirty-fifth. 

On the fame DAY 

St. Gombert. C. He was archbifhop of Sens, but apprehen- 
sive of the dangers, which attended the great obligations ofhispaito- 
ral charge, he refigned his dignity ; and retiring into the mountains 
of Vofge, founded the great abbey of Senones, in which he ended 
his mortal pilgrimage in the moil fervent cxerciies of penance, about 
the year 675. 

JS. Pepin of Landen, mayor of the palace to the kings Clotaire 

II. Dagobcrt and Sigcbert. lie way ion of Carloinan, who h:ul 

been mayor to Clotaire L fon of Clovis I. lie was grandfather 

to Pepin Hcrflal, the moll powerful mayor, whole fon was Chailes 

Martel, and grandlbn Pepin the Short, king of France, in whom 

begun the Carlovinian race. Pepin of Landen, in Jlrabant, 

was a lover of peace, the conllant defender of truth and juilicv, a 

true friend to all fervants of dad, the terrour of the wickul, the 

fupport of the weak, the father of his country, the zeal 011:. ami 

humble defender of religion. When king Dagobcrt, ioigctlul ot 

the maxims inililled into him in his youth, had given himiclf upt«> 

a fhanieful lull, this faithful minillcr boldly reproached hi in uithlns 

ingratitude to God, and ceafed not till he law him a Jin cere ami 

pei feet penitent. By his wife, St. Ilta, he had two daughters, St. 

Gertrude 
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Gertrude and St. Begga. He died in February 640. His body is 
110 vv at Nivelle, with that of St. Gertrude. His name Hands in the 
Bclgick and Galilean martyrologies; See Miraeus, &c. 




FEBRUARY 22. 

The Chair of St. PETER at Antioch. 

* 

THAT St. Peter before he went to Rome founded the fee 
of Antioch is attefted by Eufebius (i), Origen (2), St. 
jerom(3), St. Innocent^), Pope Gelafius in his Roman 
council (5), St. Chryfoftom and others. It was juft that the 
prince of the apoftles mould take this city under his particular 
care and infpec~tion, which was then the capital of the Eaft, 
and in which the faith took Co early and fo deep root as to give 
birth in it to the name of Chriftians. St. Chryfoftom /ays, 
that St. Peter made there a longftay : St. Gregory the Great(6), 
that he was feven years bifhop of Antioch ; not that he refided 
there all that time, but only that he had a particular care over 
that church. If he fat twenty -five years at Rome, the date of 
his eftablifliing his chair at Antioch muft be within three years 
after our Saviour's afcenfion ; for in that fuppofition he muft 
have gone to Rome in the fecond year of Claudius. 

The fcftival of St. Peter's chair in general, Nat ale Petri dc 
Cathedra 1 is marked on this day in the moft ancient calendar 
extant, made in the time of pope Liberius, about the year 
354. It alfo occurs in St. Gregory's facramcntary, and in all 
the martyrologics. It was kept in France in the fixth century, 
as appears from the council of Tours (7), and from Le 
Cointe (8). 

In the firft ages, it was cuflomary, cfpecially in the Eafr, 
for every chriftian to keep the annivcrfary of his baptifm, on 
which he renewed his baptifmal vows, and gave thanks to God 
for his heavenly adoption : this they called their fpiritua! birth- 
day. The bifhops in like manner kept the annivcrfary of their 

own 

■ 

(i) Chron. & Hill. J. 3. c. 30. (2) Horn. 6. in Luc. 

(V In Catal. c. 1 . (4) Ep. 18. T. 2. Cone. p. 1269. (.0 
Y mc - T- 4. p. 1262. (6) Ep. 40. I 7. T.2. p. 888. Ed. Ecu. 
(7) Can. 32, (8) Ad an. 566. 
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own confecration, and this was frequently obferved after their 
deceafe, out of refpect to their memory. 



St. MARGARET of Cortona, P e 

nitent. 



From her life written by her confeffbr in the A£la Sanftorum. 



M 



A. D. 1297, 

ARGARET was a native of Alviano, in Tufcany. 
The harflinefs of a ftep-mother, and her own indulged 
propenfion to vice caft her headlong into the greateft diforders. 
The fight of the carcafe tff a man half putrified who had been 
her gallant, ftruck her with fo great a fear of the divine judg- 
ments, and with fo deep a fenfe of the treachery of this world, 
that (he in a moment became a perfect penitent. The £rft 
thing fhe did was to throw herfelf at her father's feet, bathed in 
tears, to beg his pardon for her contempt of his authority and 
fatherly admonitions. She fpent the days and nights in tears : 
and to repair the fcandal fhe had given by her crimes, fhe went 
to the parifh-church of Alviano with a rope about her neck, and 
there afked publick pardon for them. After this fhe repaired 
to Cortona, and made her moft penitent confeiflion to a father 
of the Order of St. Francis, who admired the great fentiments 
of compunction with which fhe was filled, and prefcribcd her 
aufterities and practices fuitable to her fervour. Her converfion 
happened in the year 1274, the twenty-fifth of her age. She 
was afTaulted by violent temptations of various kinds, but cou- 
rageoufly overcame them, and after a trial of three years was 
admitted to her profeffion among the penitents of the third Or- 
der of St. Francis, in Cortona.' The extraordinary auflerities 
with which fhe puniflied her criminal flefh, foon disfigured her 
body. To exteriour mortification fhe joined all forts of humi- 
liations : and the confufion with which fhe was covered at the 
fight of her own fins pufhed her on continually to invent many 
extraordinary means of drawing upon herfelf all manner 01 
confufion before men. This model of true penitents, after 
twenty -three years fpent in feverc penance, and twenty ot 
them in the religious habit, being worn out by -aufterities, and 
confumed by the fire of divine love, died on the twenty-fecond 
cf February 12197. After the proof of many miracles, Leo Xt 

granted an office in her honour to the city of Cortona; 

which 
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which Urban VIII. extended to the whole Francifcan Order $ 
and ftie was canonized by Benedict: XIII. in 1728. 

On the fame DAY 

SS. Thalassius and Limneus, CC. They were co temporaries 
with the great Tiieodoret, bifhop of Cyr, and lived in his diocefe. The 
former dwelt in a cavern in a neighbouring mountain, and was en- 
dowed with extraordinary gifts of the Holy Ghoit, but vvas a trea- 
fure unknown to the world. His difciple St. Limneus was famous for 
miraculous cures of the ilck, while he himfelf bore patiently the 
fliarpeft cholicks and other diftempers without any human fuccour. 
He opened his inclofure only to Theodoret, his bifhop> but fpoke to 
others through a window. 

Nt. Bar ad at, C He lived in the fame diocefe, in a folitary 
hut, made of wood in trellis like windows, fays Theodoret (*)» 
expofed to all the feverities of the weather. He was cloath- 
ed with the fkins of wild beafts, and by converfing continually with 
God he attained to an eminent degree of wifdom, and knowledge 
of heavenly things. He left his wooden prifon by the order of the 
patriarch of Antioch, giving a proof of his humility by his ready 
obedience. He fludicd to imitate all the practices of penance 
which all the other folitaries of thofe parts exercifed, though of a 
tender constitution himfelf. The fervour of his foul, and the fir© 
of divine love fupported him under his incredible labours, though 
his body was weak and infirm. It is floth that makes us fo often 
allege a pretended weaknefs of conltitution in the practice of 
penance and the exercifes of devotion, which courage and fervour 
would not even feel.-- - -See Theoderet, Phil. c. 22. T. 3. p. 
868. & c. 27. 



(a) This paflage of Theodoret 
fhews, that the windows of the 
ancients were made of trellis or 
wicker before the invention of 
glafs : though not univcrfally ; 



for in the ruins of Herculaneum 
near Portichi were found windows 
of a diaphanous thin flate, fuch 
as the rich in Home fometimes 
ufed. 




Vol. I. 
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St. SERENU8, a Gardener, Martyr. 

From his genuine a Sis in Rulnart^ p 546. 

■ 

A. D. 307. 

SERENUS was by birth a Grecian. He quitted eftate, 
friends and country to ferve God in an afcetick life, that is, 
in celibacy, penance and prayer. Coming with this defign to 
Sirmium in Pannonia or Hungary, he there bought a garden, 
which he cultivated with his own hands, and lived on the fruits 
and herbs it produced. The apprehenfion of the perfecution 
made him hide himfelf for fome months \ after which he return- 
ed to his garden. On a certain day, there came thither a 
woman, with her two daughters to walk. Serenus feeing 
them come up to him, faid : cc What do you feek here I" 
« c I take a particular fatisfacli on, fhe replied, in walking in 
<c this garden." <4 A lady of your quality, laid Serenus, ought 
<c not to walk here at unfeafonable hours, and this you know 
* c is an hour you ought to be at home. Some other defign 
<c brought you hither. Let me advife you to withdraw and be 
" more regular in your hours and conduit for the future, as 
4< decency requires in perfons of your fex and condition/' It 
was ufual for the Romans to rcpofe themfelves at noon, as it is 
ft ill the cuftom in Italy. The woman, flung at our faint's 
charitable remonftrancc, retired in confufion, but rcfolvcd on 
revenging the fuppofed affront. She accordingly writes to her 
hufband, who belonged to the guards of the empcrour Maxi- 
mian to complain of Serenus as having infultcd her. Her 
hufband on receiving her letter went to the empcrour to 
demand juftice, and faid: " Whilft we aie waiting on your 
<c majeity's perfon, our wives in diftant countries are in- 
<c fulted." Whereupon the empcrour gave him a letter to 
the govcrnour of the province to enable him to obtain /atis- 
faclion. With this letter lie fet out for Sirmium, and prefentcu 
it to the govcrnour, conjuring him, in the name ol the em- 
pcrour his niaiter, 'to revenge the affront offered to him in the 

ucrloa 
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perfon of his wife during his abfence. 44 And who is that in- 
cc folent man, faid the magi ftrate, who durft infult fuch a gentle- 
" man's wife?" It is, /aid he, a vulgar pitiful fellow, one Serenus, 
u a gardener/' The governour ordered him to be immediately 
brought before him : and alked him his name. " It is Sere- 
" nus," faid he. The judge faid : cc Of what profe/fion are 
" you ?" He anfwered : 46 I am a gardener." The gover- 
nour /aid ; " How durft you have the infolence and boldnefs to 
" affront the wife of this officer?" Serenus : " I never in- 
" fulted any woman to my knowledge in my life." The go- 
vernour then /aid : cc Let the witne/Ies be called in to con- 
" vitSt this fellow of the affront he offered this Jady in a 
" garden/' Serenus hearing the garden mentioned, recalled 
this woman to mind and anfwered : tc I remember that fome 
** time ago a lady came into my garden at an unfeafbnable 
" hour, with a defign, as fhe /aid, to take a walk : and I own 
" 1 took the liberty to tell her it was againft decency for one 
" of her fex and quality to be abroad at fuch an hour." This 
pica of Serenus having put the officer to the bl u/h for his wife's 
action, which was too plain an indication of her wicked pur- 
pofe and defign, he dropped his profecution againft the innocent 
gardener, and withdrew out of court. 

But the governour understanding by this anfwer that Serenus 
was a man of virtue, fufpected by it that he might be a chri- 
ftian, fuch being the moft likely, he thought, torefent vifits from 
ladies at improper hours. Wherefore, inftead of difcharging 
him, he began to queftion him on this head, faying : cc Who 
" are you, and what is your religion ?" Serenus, without he- 
fitating one moment, anfwered : c< I am a chriftian." cc The 
governour faid : " Where have you concealed yourfelf ? And 
" how have you avoided facrificing to the gods?" "it has pleafcd 
" God, replied Serenus, to referve me for this prefent time. It 
" feemcd awhile ago as if he rejected rac as a ftone unfit to enter 
" his building, but he has the goodnefs to take me now to be 
" placed in it; I am ready to fufFcr all things for his name, 
" that I may have a part in his kingdom with his /hints." 
The governour, hearing this generous anfwer, burfr. into rage, 
and faid : c< Since you fought to elude by flight the cmperour'a 
" cdicls, and have pofitivcly refufed to facrificc to the gods, 
" 1 condemn you for th olh crimes to lofe your head/* The 
fentencc was no fooncr pronounced but the faint was. carried 
off and led to the place of execution, where he was behead- 
oji the twenty- third of February, in 307. The ancient 
"lartyrology attributed to St. Jcrom, publi/hed at Lucca by 

^lorentin^us, joins witli him fixty-two others, who at different 

X z timet 
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times were crowned at Sirmium. The Roman martyrology, 
with others, fays feventy-two. 



B. DOSITHEUS, Monk. 



From his life by a fellow- difciple y in Bollandus^ p. 38. 

DOSITHEUS, a young man who had fpent his firft years 
in a worldly manner, and in grofs ignorance of the firft 
principles of chriftianity, came to Jerufalem on the motive of 
curiofity, to fee a place he had heard frequent mention made of 
in common difcourfe. Here he became ib ftrongly affected by 
the fight of a picture reprefenting hell, and by the expofition 
given him of it by an unknown perfon, that on the fpot he 
forfook the world and entered into a monaftery, where the ab- 
bot Seridon gave him the monaliick habit and recommended 
him to the care of one of his monks, named Dorotheus, This 
experienced director, fenfible of the difficulty of palling from 
one extreme to another, left his pupil at firft: pretty much to 
his own liberty in point of eating, but was particularly care- 
ful to inftill into him the neceflity of a perfect renunciation of 
his own will in every thing both great and little. As he found 
his ftrength would permit he daily diminifhed his allowance, 
till the quantity of fix pounds of bread became reduced to eight 
ounces- St. Dorotheus proceeded with his pupil after much 
the fame manner in other monaftick duties ; and thus by a con- 
ftant and unreferved denial of his own will, and a perfect: fub- 
miffion to his director, he furpafTed in virtue the greateft fafters 
of the monaftery.' All his actions feemcd to have nothing of 
choice, nothing of his own humour in any circumftance of 
them, the will of God alone reigned in his heart. At the end 
of five years he was cntruftcd with the care of the fick, an office 
he dilcharged with fuch an incomparable vigilance, charity and 
fweetnefs, as procured him ah high and univerfal eftccm : the 
fick in particular were comfortcd'and relieved by the very fight 
of him. He fell into a fpitting of blood and a confumption, 
but continued to the lait denying his own will, and was ex- 
tremely vigilant to prevent any of its fuggcitions taking pl.uv 
in his heart 5 being quite the reverie of thofc perfons ailli^tcc! 
with fickncfii, who on that account think every thing allowed 
them. Unable to do any thing but pray, he afked continually 
and followed in all his devotions, the directions of his matter, 
and when he could not perform his long exercifes of prayer, ho 

declared this with his ordinary fanplicity to St. Dorotheus, who 

iiuu 
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hid to him- " Be not uneafy, only have Jefus Chrift always 
< c prcfent in your heart/' He begged of a holy old man re- 
nowned in that rnonaftery for fanclity, to pray that God would 
foon take him to himfelf. The other anfwered : <c Have a little 
" patience, God's mercy is near/' Soon after he faid to him : 
" Depart in peace, and appear in joy before the bJeiTed Trinity, 
" and pray for us/' The fame fervant of God declared after 
his death, that he had furpaffed the reft in virtue without the 
practice of any extraordinary aufterity. 



B. PETER DAMIAN, or of Da 

mian, Cardinal, Bifliop of Oftia. 



From bh life by his difciple John of Lodi 9 in Mahill. S. 6. Ben. 
and from his own writings. FIeury y B. 59. n. 48. and Hift. 
des Ordres Relig. 

A. D. 1072. 

PETER furnamed of Damlan, was born about fehe year 
988, in Ravenna, of a good family, but reduced. He 
was the youngeft of many children, and lofing his father and 
mother very young was left in the hands of a brother, who 
was married, in whofe houfe he was treated more like a Have 
or rather like a beau: than one fo nearly related 5 and when 
grown up he was fent to keep fwine. He one day became 
maftcr of a piece of money, which, inftead of laying it out 
in fomething for his own ufe, he chofe to beftow in alms on 
a prieft, dehring him to offer up his prayers for his father's 
foul. He had another brother called Damian, who was arch- 
pricft of Ravenna, and afterwards a monk ; who taking pity of 
him, had the charity to give him education. Having found a 
father in this brother, he fecms from him to have taken the fur- 
name of Damian, though he often ftyles himfelf the Sinner out 
of humility. Thofe who call him De Honeflis confound him 
with Peter of Ravenna, who was of the family of Honefli. Da- 
mian font Peter to fchool, firft at Faenza, afterwards at Parma, 
where lie had Ivo for his maftcr. By the means of good natu- 
ral parts and clofe application, it was not long before he found 
himfelf in a capacity to teach others, which he did with great 
^pplaufe, and no lefs advantage by the profits which accrued to 
him from his profellbr/hip. To arm himfelf againft the al- 
lurements of pleafurc and the arti'iccs of the devil, he began 

Z 3 
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to wear a rough hair-fhirt under his clothes, and to inure himfelf 
to fafhng, watching and prayer. In the night, if any temp- 
tation of concupifcence arofe, he got out of bed and plunged 
himfelf into the cold river. After this he vifited churches, recit- 
ing the pfalter whilft he performed this devotion, till the church 
office began. He not only gave much away in alms, but was 
felcfom without fom<e poor perfbn at his table, and took a plea- 
fure in ferving fuch, -or rather Jefus Chrift in their perfons, 
with his own hands. But thinking all this to be removing him* 
felf from the deadly poifon of iin but by halves, he refolved 
entirely to leave the world, and embrace a monaftick life, and 
at a distance from his own country for the fake of meeting 
with the fewer obftacles to his defign. While his mind was full 
of thefe thoughts, two religious of the Order of St. Benedict 
belonging to Font- Avellano, a defert at the foot of the Apen- 
nines in Umbria, happened to call at the place of his abode $ 
and being much edified at their difintereftednefs, he took a refo- 
Jution to embrace their inftitute, as he did foon after. This 
hermitage had been founded by blelTed Ludolf, about twenty 
years before St. Peter came thither, and was then in the greater!: 
repute. The hermits here remained two and two together in 
feparate cells, occupied chiefly in prayer and reading. They 
lived on bread and water four days in the week : on Tuefdays 
and Th ur fdays they eat pulfe and herbs, which every one drefled 
in his own cell : on their faft-days all their bread was given 
them by weight. They never ufed any wine (the common 
drink of the country) except for mafs, or in ficknefs : they went 
barefoot, ufed difciplines, made many genuflexions, ftruck their 
breafts, flood with their arms ftretched out in prayer, each ac- 
cording to his ftrength and devotion. After the night-office they 
faid the whole pfalter before day. Peter watched long before 
the fignal for mattins, and after with the reft. Thefe execf- 
live watchings brought on him an infornnie or wakefulncfe, which 
was cured with very great difficulty. But he learned from this 
to ufe more difcrction. He gave a confiderable time to facred 
ftudies^ and became as well verfed in the fcriptures and other 
facred learning, as he was before in profane literature, 

His fuperiour ordered him to make frequent exhortations to 
the religious, and having acquired a very great character for 
virtue and learning, Guy, abbot of Pompofia, begged his fu- 
periour to fend him to inftrucTr. his monaftery, which confifted 
of a hundred monks. Peter ftaid there two years, preaching 
with great fruit, and was then called back by his abbot, and 
tent to perform the fame function in the numerous abbey of St, 
Vincent, near the mountain called Pietra Pertufa, or the Hoi* 

low Rock; His love for poverty made him abhor and be aftamcd 
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to put on a new habit, or any clothes which were not thread- 
bare and moft mean. His obedience was fb perfect, that the 
kail word of any fuperiour, or fignal given according to the 
rule of the houfe for the performance of any duty, made him 
run that moment, to difcharge with the utmoft exadtnefs what- 
ever was enjoined. Being recalled home fome time after, an4 
commanded by his abbot, with the unanimous confent of the 
hermitage, to take upon him the government of the defert after 
his death, Peter's extreme reluclance only obliged his fuperiour 
to make greater ufe of his authority till he acquiefced. Where- 
fore at his deceafe in 1041, Peter took upon him the direction 
of that holy family, which he governed with the greater! repu- 
tation for wifdom and fanctity. He alfo founded five other nu- 
merous hermitages ; in which he placed priors under his in- 
fpeclion. His principal care was to cherifh in his difciples the 
fpirit of folitude, charity and humility. . Among them many 
became great lights of the church, as St. Ralph, bifliop of 
Gubio whofe fefti val is kept on the twenty-fixth of June; St. 
Dominick furnamed Loricatus, the 14th of October ; St. John 
of Lodi, his fucceflbur in the priory of the Holy Crofs, who 
was alfo bifhop of Gubio and wrote St. Peter's life $ and many 
others. He was for twelve years much employed in the fervice 
of the church by many zealous bifliops, and by four popes fuc- 
ceflively, namely, Gregory VI. Clement II. Leo IX. and 
Vi&or II. Their fucceflbur Stephen IX. in 1057, prevailed 
with him to quit his defert, and made him cardinal bifliop of 
Oflia. But fuch was his reluctance to the dignity that nothing 
lefs than the pope's threatening him with excommunication, 
and his commands in virtue of obedience, could induce Peter to 
fubmit. 

Stephen IX. dying in 1058, Nicholas II. was chofen pope, 
a man of deep penetration, of great virtue and learning, and 
very liberal in alms, as our faint teftifies, who amfted him in 
obliging John, bifliop of Velctri, an antipopc, fet up by the 
Capitamos or magi ft rates of Rome, to quit his ufurped dignity. 
Upon complaints of fimony in the church of Milan, Nicholas 
II. font Peter thither as his legate, who chaftifed the guilty. 
Nicholas II. dying, after having fat two years and fix months, 
Alexander was chofen pope, in 1062. Peter ftrenuoufly fup- 
ported him againft the cmperour, who fet up an antipopc, Ca- 
dolatis, bifliop of Parma, on whom the /hint prevailed foon 
after to renounce his pretentions in a council held at Rome 5 
and engaged Henry IV. king of Germany, who was after- 
wards cmperour, to acquiefee in what had been done, though 
that prince who in his infancy had fuccccded his pious father 

Henry IIL had fucked in very early the corrupt maxims of 

2 4 tyranny 
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tyranny and irreligion. But virtue is amiable in the eyes of 
its very enemies, and often difarms them of their fury. St. 
Peter had, with great importunity, follicited Nicholas II. for 
leave to refign his bifhoprick, and return to his folitude ; but 
could not obtain it. His fucceflbur Alexander II. out of affec- 
tion for the holy man, was prevailed upon to. allow it in J062, 
but not without great difficulty and the referve of a power to 
employ him in church-matters of importance, as he might have 
occafion hereafter for his afiiftance. The faint from that time 
thought himfclf difcharged, not only from the burden of his 
flock, but alfo from the quality of fuperiour with regard to the 
feverai monafferies the general infpedhon of which he had for- 
merly charged himfclf with, reducing himfelf to the condition 
•of a iimple monk. 

In this retirement he edified the church by his penance and 
compunction, and laboured by his writings to enforce the ob- 
servance of difciplinc and morality. His ftyle is copious and 
vehement, and the frri£tnefs of his maxims appears in all his 
works, efpecially where he treats of the duties of clergymen 
and monks. He feverely rebuked the bifhop of Florence for 
playing a game at chefs (1). That prelate acknowledged his 
amufement to be a faulty floth in a man of his character, and 
received the faint's remonftrance with greac mildnefs, and fub- 
mitted to his injunction by way of penance, namely, to recite 
three times the pfalter, to wafh the feet of twelve poor men, 
and to give to each a piece of money. He fhews thofe to be 
guilty of manifold fimony, who ferve princes or flatter them 
for the fake of obtaining ecclefiaflical preferments (2). He 
wrote a treatife to the bifhop of Bezanzon (3) againft the cu- 
ftom which the canons of that church had of faying the divine 
office fitting : though he allowed all to fit during the leflbns. 
This faint recommended the ufc of difciplines whereby to 
fubdueand punifh the ficfh, which was adopted as a conipcn- 
fation for long penitential faffs. Three thou fond laflics with 
the recital of thirty pfalms were a redemption of a canonical 
penance of one year's continuance. Sir Thomas More, St. 
Francis of Sales, and others tcftify, that fuch means of morti* 
jfication are great helps to tame the flefh and inure it to the 
labours of penance; alio to remove a hardnefs of heart and 
fpi ritual drynefs, and to foften the foul into compunction. Hut 
all danger of ahufes, excels and Angularity is to be fhunncd, 
and other ordinary bodily mortifications, as watching and fa/t- 
ing arc frequently more advifeablc. This fajnt wrote mod fe- 
verely 



(1) Opufc. 20. c. 7- (2) Opufc. 7,2. (3) Opufe. 39. 

Nat, Alex, ThcoJp Dogm. 1. 2. q. fe\ reg. 8. 
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verely on the obligations of religious men (4), particularly 
azainft their ftrolling abroad j for one of their more eflential 
qualities of their ftate is folitude, or at leaft the fpirit of retire- 
ment. He complained loudly of certain evaflons by which 
many palliated real infractions of their vow of poverty. He 
juftly obferved : " We can never reftore what is decayed of 
« primitive discipline ; and if we by negligence fufFer any di- 
«' minution in what remains eftabliflied, future ages will never 
« be able to repair fuch breaches. Let us not draw upon our- 
« felves fo bafe a reproach ; but let us faithfully tranfmit to po- 
« ftcritv the examples of virtue which we have received from 
our forefathers (a) 99 The holy man was obliged to interrupt 
his folitude in obedience to the pope, who font him in quality 
of his legate into PVance, in 1063, commanding the archbi- 
fhops and others to receive him as himfelf. The holy man re- 
conciled dif cords, fettled the bounds of the jurifdiclion of cer- 
tain diocefes, and condemned and depofed in councils thofe 
who were convicted of limony. He notwithftanding tempered 
his fever ity with mildnels and indulgence towards penitents, 
where charity and prudence required fuch a condefcenfion. 
Henry IV. king of Germany, at eighteen years of age began to 
fhew the fymptoms of a heart abandoned to impiety, infamous 
debauchery, treachery and cruelty. He married in 1066, Ber- 
tha, daughter to Otho, marquis of Italy, but afterwards, in 
1069, fought a divorce, by talcing his oath that he had never 
been able to confummate his marriage. The archbifhop of 
Mentz had the weaknefs to be gained over by his artifices to fa- 
vour his defires, in which view he aflembled a council at 
Mentz- Pope Alexander II. forbad him ever to confent to fo 
enormous an injuftice, and pitched upon Peter Damian for hisr 
legate to prefide in that fynod^ being feniiblc that a perfon of 
the moll: inflexible virtue, prudence and constancy was necef- 
fary for lb important and difficult an affair, in which pa/lion, 
power and craft made ufe of every engine in oppofition to the 
caufc of God. The venerable legate met the king and bifhoptf 
at Frankfort, laid before them the orders and inftruclions of his 
Holincfs, and in his name conjured the king to pay a due re- 
gard to the law of God, the canons of the church, and his own 
reputation, and fcrioufly reflect on the pubiick fcandal of fo 

pcr- 

(4) Opufc. 12. 

(«) The works of St. Peter Da- St Ralph, bifhop of Gubio, 
inian, printed in three volumes, and Si. Dominiclc J .oricatus, and 
♦it Lyons, in 1623, coniilt of SS. Lucillia and lloia. The 
r.vB letters, 15 icrmons, 5 lives third volume contains 60 final t 
°* faints, namely, of St. Odilo, trails, with fevcral prayers and 
abbot of Cluni, St Maurus, bi- hymns. 

fl«>p of Cefene, St. Komuald, 
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pernicious an example. The noblemen likewife all rofe up and 
in treated his majefty never to ftain his honour by fo foul an 
aftion. The king unable to relift fo cogent an authority, 
dropped his project of a divorce; but remaining the fame man 
in his heart, continued to hate the queen more than ever. 

St. Peter haftened back to his defert of Font-Avellano. 
Whatever aufterities he prefcribed to others he was the firft to 
practice himfelf, remitting nothing of them even in his old age. 
He lived fhut up in his cell as in a prifon, faffed every day ex- 
cept feftivals, and allowed himfelf no other fubiiftcnce than 
coarfe bread, bran, herbs and water, and this he never drank 
frefh, but what he had kept from the day before. He tortured 
his body with iron girdles and frequent difciplines to render it 
more obedient to the fpirit. He pafled the three firft days of 
every Lent and Advent without taking any kind of nourifhment 
whatfoevcr ; and often for forty days together lived only on raw 
herbs and fruits, or on pulfe ftseped in cold water, without 
touching fo much as bread or any thing which had pafled the 
fire- A matt fprcad on the floor was his bed. He ufed to make 
wooden fpoons and fuch like ufeful mean things to exercife him- 
felf at certain hours in manual labour. Henry archbifhop of 
Ravenna, having been excommunicated for grievous enormi- 
ties, St. Peter was fent by pope Alexander II. in quality of le- 
ate to adjuft the affairs of that church. When he arrived at 
avenna, in 1072, he found the unfortunate prelate juft dead; 
but brought the accomplices of his crimes to a fenfe of their 
guilt, and impofed on them a fuitable penance. This was his laft 
undertaking for the church, God being pleafed foon after to call 
him to eternal reft, and to the crown of his labours. Old age and 
the fatigues of his journey did not make him lay aiide his ac- 
cuftomed mortifications, by which he conlummatcd his holo- 
cauft. In his return towards Rome, he was flopped by a lever 
in the monaftcry of our Lady without the gates of Facnza, and 
died there on the eighth day of his ficknefs, whilft the monks 
were reciting matt ins round about him. He pafled from that 
employment winch had been the delight of his heart on earth, 
to ling the fame praifts of God in eternal glory, on the 
twenty -feco.'ul of February 1072, being fourfcore and three 
years old. He is honoured as patron at Faenza and loiU- 
Xvellano, on the tvveni v-third of the fame month. 
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St. MATTHIAS, Apoftle. 

From Jlfts i. 21; See Tilkmont^ T. x. p. 406. 

ST. Clement of Alexandria (1), allures us from tradition, 
that this faint was one of the feventy-two difciples, which is 
confirmed by Eufebius (2) and St. Jerom (3) ; and we learn 
from the A els (4) of the Apoftles, that he was a conftant atten- 
dant on our Lord, from the time of his baptifm by St. John 
to his afcenfion. St. Peter having, in a general aflembly of 
the faithful held foon after, declared, from holy fcripture, 
the neceflity of choofing a twelfth apoftle, in the room of Judas 5 
two were unanimoufly pitched upon by the afTembly, as moft. 
worthy of the dignity, Jofeph called Barfabas, and, on* account 
of his extraordinary . piety, furnamed the *Jttft* and Matthias. 
After devout prayer to God, that he would direcl: them in their 
choice, they proceeded in it by way of Jot, which falling by 
the divine direction on Matthias, he was accordingly a/Tociated 
with the eleven, and ranked among the apoftles. When in de- 
liberations each fide appears equally good, or each candidate of 
equally approved merit, lots may be fometimes lawfully ufed ; 
other wife to commit a thing of importance to fuch a chance, or 
to expect a miraculous direction of divine providence in it, 
would be a criminal fuperftition and a tempting of God, ex- 
cept he himfelf by an evident revelation or infpiration fhould 
appoint fuch a means for the manifettation of his will, promifing 
his fupcrnatural intcrpofition in it, which was the cafe on this ex- 
traordinary occaflon. The miraculous dreams or lots, which we 
read of in the prophets, muft no ways authorize any rafh fupcrfti- 
tiousufe of fuch means in others who have not the like authority* 
Wc juflly admire the virtue of this holy aflembly of faints. 
Here were no felicitations or intrigues. No one prefentcd him- 
felf to the dignity. Ambition can find no place in a virtuous 
or humble heart. He who fecks a dignity cither knows himfelf 
unqualified, and is on this account guilty of the molt flagrant 
injuftice with regard to the publick, by de-firing a charge to 
Which he is iioways equal : or lie thinks himlelf qualified for it, 

and 

(0 Strom. L 4. pa. (2) L. 1. c, 12. (3) In CataJ, 
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and this felf- conceit and confidence in his own abilities renders 
him the moft unworthy of all others-. Such- a difpofition de- 
prives a foul of the divine afliftance, without which we can do 
nothing ; for God withdraws his grace and refufes his bJcffing 
where felfHfufficiency and pride have found any footing. It is 
fome thing of a fecret confidence in ourfelves and a prefumption 
that we defer ve the divine fuccour, which banifhes him from us. 
This is true even in temporal undertakings ; but much more 
fo in the charge of fouls, in which a!I fuccefs is more particu- 
larly the fpecial work of the Holy Ghoft, not the fruit of hu- 
man induftry. Thefe two holy candidates were moM worthy 
of the apofllefhip, becaufe perfectly humble, and becaufe they 
looked upon that dignity with trembling, tho' they confidered 
its labours, dangers, and perfecutions with holy joy, and with 
a burning zeal for the glory of God. No regard was had to 
worldly talents, none to flefli and blood. God was confultcd 
by prayer, becaufe no one is to be aflumed to his Miniftry, 
who is not called by him, arid who does not enter it by the 
door (5^, and with the undoubted marks of his vocation. Judas's 
misfortune fili'd St. Matthias with the greater humility and fer- 
vour, left he alfo mould fall. We Gentiles are called upon the 
difinherifon of the Jews, and are ingrafted on their flock (6). 
W e ought therefore to learn to ftand always in watchfulnels and 
fear, or we fhall be alfo cut off ourfelves to give place toothers 
whom God will call in our room, and even co?npel to enter ra- 
ther than fpare us. The number of his cledt depends not on us. 
His infinite mercy has invited us without any merit on our fide; 
but if we are ungrateful, he can complete his heavenly city 
without us, and will certainly make our reprobation the moft 
dreadful example of his jufiicc, to all eternity* The greater 
the excefs of his goodnefs and clemency has been towards us, 
the more dreadful will be the cfTccls of his vengeance. Many 
foall come jrom the eaji mid the and Jball fit down with Abra- 

ham, Ifaac and Jacob in the kingdom of God $ hut the Jons of the 
kingdom foal I he cajl forth (7). 

St. Matthias received the Holy Ghoft with the reft foon after 
his election ; and after the difperfion of the difciples applied 
him/elf with zeal to the functions of his apofllefliip, in con- 
verting nations to the faith. He is recorded by St. Clement of 
Alexandria (8), to have been remarkable for inculcating the 
Jicccffity of the mortification of the flefh with regard to all its 
fen fun] and irregular tlefues, an important Jcflbn he had received 
from Cbrih\ and which henraeUifed afliduouflv on his own Mb, 

The 
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The tradition of the Greeks in their menologies tells us that St* 
Matthias planted the faith about Cappadocia and on the coafts 
of the Cafpian fea, rending chiefly near the port Iflus. He 
mufl: have undergone great hardfhips and labours amidfr. Co fa- 
vao-e a people. The fame authors add that he 'received the 
crown of martyrdom in Colchis which they call ./Ethiopia. 
The Latins keep his feftival on the twenty-fourth of February. 
Some portions of his relicks are {hewn in the abbatical church 
of Triers, and in that of St. Mary Major in Rome, unlefs 
thefe latter belong to another Matthias who was one of the firfl 
bifbops of Jerufalem : on which fee the Bollandifts. 

SS. MONTANUS, LUCIUS, 
FLAVIAN, JULIAN, VIC- 
TORIOUS, PRIMOLUS, 
RHENUS and DONATIAN, 
MM. at Carthage. 

From their original aSis written* the firji part by the Martyrs 
themfelvcs* the rcji by an eye-witnefs, Hicy are pnbltft)ed ?nore 
correSlly by Ruinart than by Surhis dnd Bollandus. See Title- 
7/ionty 71 4. />. 206. 

A. D. 259. 

HF* H E perfccution raifcd by Valerian had raged two years, 
A during which many had received the crown of martyr- 
dom, and amongfl others St. Cyprian, in September, 258. 
The proconful Galerius Maximus, who had pronounced fen- 
tence on that faint, dying himfclf foon after, the procurator 
Solon continued the perfccution, waiting for the arrival of a 
new proconful from Rome. After fome days a fedition was 
raifcd in Carthage againft him, in which many were killed. 
The tyrannical man, inftcad of making fcarch after the guilty, 
vented his fury upon the chriftians, knowing this would be 
agreeable to the idolaters. Accordingly he caufed thefe eight 
chriftians, all difciples of St. Cyprian, and moft of them of the 
clergy, to be apprehended. As foon as we were taken, fay 
the authours of the a£ts, we were given in cuftody to the 
©Dicers of the quarter (1) : when the govcrnour's foldiers told 

us 
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us that we fhould' be condemned to the flames ; we prayed to 
God with great fervour to be delivered from that punifhment - 
and he, in whofe hands are the hearts of men, was pleafed 
to grant our requeft. The governour altered his firft intent 
and ordered us into a a very dark and incommodious prifon 
where we found the priefr. Victor, and fbme others : but we 
were not difmayed at the filth and darknefs of the place, our 
faith and joy in the Holy Ghoft reconciled us to our fufFerings 
in that place, tho' thefe were fuch as it is not eafy for words to 
defcribe ; but the greater our trials, the greater is he who 
overcomes them in us. Our brother Rhenus in the mean time 
had a vifion, in which he faw feveral of the prifoners going out 
of prifon, with a lighted lamp preceding each of them, whilft 
others, that had no fuch lamp, ftayed behind. He difcerned 
us in this virion, and allured us, that we were of the number 
of thofe who went forth with lamps. This gave us great joy; 
for we underflood that the lamp reprefented Chrift, the true 
light, and that we were to follow him by martyrdom. 

The next day we were fent for by the governour to be ex- 
amined. It was a triumph to us to be conducted as a fpeclacle 
thro' the market-place and the ftreets, with our chains ratling. 
The foldiers who knew not where the governour would hear us, 
dragged us from place to .place, till at length he ordered us to 
brought into his clofet. He put feveral queftions to us ; our 
anfwers were modeft, but firm : at length we were remanded 
to prifon ; here we prepared ourfelves for new conflicts. The 
fharpeft trial was that which we underwent by hunger and 
thirft, the governour having commanded that we fhould be kept 
without meat and drink for feveral days, infomuch that water 
was refufed us after our work : yet Flavian the deacon added 
great voluntary auftertties to thefe hardships, often bellowing 
on others that little refrefhment which was moft fparingly al- 
lowed us at the publick charge. 

God was pleafed himfelf to comfort us in this our extreme 
mifery by a vifion which he vouchfafed to the pricft Vidlor, 
who fullered martyrdom a few days after. I faw luft night, faid 
he to us, an infant, whofe countenance was of a wonderful 
brightneftf, enter the prifon. He took us to all parts to make us 
go out but there was no out-let ; then he faid to me, tc You have 
" Hill fome concern at your being retained here, but be not dif- 
<c cou raged, I am with you, carry thefe tidings to your conipa- 
" nions and let them know that they fliall have a more glorious 
<c crown." I afked him where heaven was ; the infant replied, 
" Out of the world." Shew it mc, . fays Viclor. The infant 
anfwored : " Where then would be your faith ?" Viclor 

laid, <c I cannot retain what you command mc : tell me a figfl 

" that 
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" that I may give them." He anfwered, cc Give them the fign of 

« Jacob, that is, his myftical ladder, reaching to the heavens/* 

Soon after this vifion, Victor was put to death. This vifion 

filled us with joy. 
God gave us the night following another aflurance of his 

mercy by a vifion to our filler Quartillofla, a fellow- prifoner, 
whole hufband and Ton had fufrered death for Chrift three days 
before, and who followed them by martyrdom a few days after. 
I faw, fays (he my Son who fufrered, he was in the prifon fit- 
ting on a veflei of water, and faid to me : 56 God has feen your 
" fufferings." Then entered a young man of a wonderful feature, 
and he faid : cc Be of good courage, God hath remembered you/' 
The martyrs had received no nouriihment the preceding day, 
nor had they any on the day that followed this vifion : but at 
length Lucian, then priefr and afterwards bffhop of Carthage, 
furmounting ail ob£tacles, got food to be carried to them in 
abundance by the fubdeacon Herennian and by Januarius a 
catechumen. The acts fay they brought the never failing 
food (2), which Tillemont underftands of theble/Fed Eucharift, 
and the following words ft ill more clearly determine it in favour 
of this fenfe. They go on : We have all one and the fame fpirir, 
which unites and cements us together in prayer, in mutual con- 
venation and in all our actions. Thefe arethofe amiable bands 
which put the devil to flight, are moft agreeable to God, and 
obtain of him, by joint prayer, whatever they alk. Thefe are 
the ties which link hearts together, and which make men the 
children of God. To be heirs of his kingdom we mull be his 
children, and to be his children we mull: love one another. It 
is irnpoifible for us to attain to the inheritance of his heavenly 
glory, unlefs we keep that union and peace with all our 
brethren which our heavenly father has eftablifhed amongft us. 
Neverthelefs this union fufrered fome prejudice in our troop, but 
the breach was foon repaired. It happened that Montanus had 
fome words with Julian, about a perfbn who was not of our 
communion, and who was got among us, ( probably admitted 
Julian). Montanus on this account rebuked Julian, and 
they, for fometimc afterwards, behaved towards each other 
ith coldnefs, which was, as it were, a feed of difcord. Hca- 
'cn had pity on them both, and, to reunite them, admoniflicd 
'ontanus by a dream, which he related to us as follows: It 
W^red to me that the centurions were come to us, and that 
ncy conducted us thro' a long path into a fpacious field, where 

c were met by Cyprian and Lucius. After this we came into 

a very 
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a very luminous place, where our garments became white, and 
our flefh became whiter than our garments, and fo wonderfully 
tranfparent, that there was nothing in our hearts but what was 
clearly expofed to view : but in looking into myfelf, I could 
difcover fome filth in my own bofom ; and meeting Lucian 
I told him what I had feen, adding, that the filth I had ob- 
ferved within my breaft denoted my coldnefs towards Julian. 
Wherefore, brethren, let us love, cherifh, and promote, with 
all our might, peace and concord. Let us be here unani- 
mous in imitation of what we {hall be hereafter. As we hops 
to fhare in the rewards promifed to the juft, and to avoid the 
punifhments wherewith the wicked are threatened : as, in fine, 
we defire to be and reign with Chrilr, let us do thofe things 
which will lead us to him and his heavenly kingdom. Hitherto 
the martyrs wrote in prifon what happened to them there: 
the reft was written by thofe perfons who were prefent, to 
whom Flavian, one of the martyrs, had recommended it. 

After fufFering extreme hunger and thirft, with other hard- 
fhips, during an imprifonment of many months, the confef- 
fors were brought before the prefident, and made a glorious 
confeflion. The edict of Valerian condemned only bifhops, 
priefts and deacons, to death. The falfe friends of Flavian 
maintained before the judge that he was no deacon, and, con- 
fequently, was not comprehended within the emperour's decree; 
upon which, tho' he declared himfelf to be one, he was not 
then condemned ; but the reft were adjudged to die. They 
walked chearfully to the place of execution, and each of them 
gave exhortations to the people. Lucius, who was naturally 
mild and modeft, was a little dejected on account of his dif- 
temper, and the inconveniences of the prifon ; he therefore went 
before the reft, accompanied but by a few perfons left he 
fhould be opprefled by the crowd, and fo not have the honour 
to fpill his blood. Some cried out to him, <c Remember us.' 
<c Do you alfo, fays he, remember me." Julian and Victo- 
rious exhorted a long while the brethren to peace, and re- 
commended to their care the whole body of the clergy, thofc 
efpecially who had undergone the hardfhips of impriibnment. 
Montanus, who was endued with great ftrength both of body 
and mind, cried out, " He that facrificeth to any God but tltf 
" true one fhall be utterly deftroyed." This he often repeated. 
Pic alfo checked the pride and wicked obflinacy of the hero 
ticks, telling them that they might difcern the true church by 
the multitude of its martyrs. Like a true difciple oi St. 
Cyprian, and a zealous lover of difcipline, he exhorted thofe 
that had fallen, not to be over hafty, but fully to accompli 

their penance. He cxhortuxj the virgins to prefer vc their 

purity ■ 
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purity, and to honour the bifhops, and all the bifhops to abide 
in concord. When the executioner was ready to give the flroke, 
he prayed aloud to God that Flavian, who had been reprieved 
at die people's requeft, might follow them on the third day. 
And to exprefs his aflurance that his prayer was heard, he rent 
in pieces the handkerchief with which his eyes were to be co- 
vered, and ordered one half of it to be referred for Flavian, 
and deflred that a place might be kept for him where he 
was to be interred, that they might not be feparated even in 
the grave. Flavian feeing his crown delayed made it the object 
of his ardent dcfires and prayers. And as his mother ituck 
clofe by his fide with the conftancy of the mother of the holy 
Maccabees, and with longing dcfires to fee him glorify God by 
his facriRce, he faid to her : cc You know, mother, how much 
" I have longed to enjoy the happinefs of dying by martyr- 
" dom." In one of the two nights which he furvived, he was 
favoured with a vifion in which one faid to him : <c Why do 
" you grieve ? You have been twice a confeftbr, and you 
" fhall fuffer martyrdom by the fwqrd " On the third day 
he was ordered to be brought before the govcrnour. Here it- 
appeared how much he was beloved by the people, who en- 
deavoured by all means to fave his life. They cried out to the 
judge that he was no deacon ; but he affirmed that he was. A 
centurion prefented a billet which fet forth that he was not. The 
judge accufed him of lying to procure his own death. He an- 
Avered : cc Is that probable? and not rather that they are guilty 
" of an untruth who fay the contrary f ,? The people demanded 
that he might be tortured in hopes he would recall his confcflion 
on the rack; but the judge condemned him to be beheaded. 
The femencc filled him with joy, and he was conducted to the 
place of execution, accompanied by a great multitude, and by 
many pricfls* A fhower difperfed the infidels, and the martyr 
was led into a houfe where he had an opportunity of talcing 
his laft leave of the faithful without one profane per/on being 
prcfont. He told them that in a vifion he had afked Cyprian 
whether the flroke of death is painful, and that the martyr 
anfwered : c< The body feels no pain when the foul gives her- 
" felf entirely to Gad." At the place of execution he prayed 
for the peace of the church and the union of the brethren ; 
anil feemed to foretell Lucian that he fhould be hi/hop of Car- 
tilage, as he was loon after. Having done fpcaking, he botuifl 
his eyes with that half of the handkerchief which jY'Ioiitanus 
had ordered to he kept for him, and kneeling in piayer re- 
ceived the laft llroke. Thcfe faints are joined to;u thcr on 
tliis day in the pi dent Ronniu ; and in ancient martyiologies. 
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On the fame DAY 

St. Etheleert, C. He was the firfl chrifHan king of Kent; 
on whofe virtues fee the life of St. Auftin. He is vulgarly called 
St. Albert, under which name he is the titular faint of many 
churches in England; as of one in Norwich, built before the ca- 
thedral. 

St. pR^T£XTATus, N or Prix, B. Sc. M. He was archbifliop of 
Rouen, and fufrered an unjuft banifhment in 577, which he un- 
proved to the fa notification of his foul. He was recalled, butfome 
years after ftabbed at the altar in 586, by the procurement of the 
wicked Fredcgunda, queen of that part of France, whom, like a 
good paftor, he had reproved for her injuftices and cruelties. See 
St. Gregory of Tours, L. 5 Hift. c. 15. 

B. Robert of Arbriflel, fo called from the place of his birth. 
He was rrrchprieft and grand vicar of the diocefe of Rennes, and 
chancellour to the duke of Britany ; but diverted himfelf of thefe 
employments, and led a mod a u Here eremetical life, in the foreft of 
Craon in Anjou. He foo,n filled that defcrt with anchorets, and 
built in it a monaftery. Pope Urban II. having heard him preach 
at Angers, gave him the powers of an apoflolical mifTionary. The 
blefted man therefore preached in many places, and formed many 
difciples. In 1099 he founded the great mo nailery of Fontevrault, 
Tons Ebraldi, a league from the Loire, in Poitou. He appointed 
fuperiorefs Herlande of Champagne, a near kinfwoman to the duke 
of Britany ; and Petronilla of Craon, baronefs of Chemille, coad- 
jutrefs. He fettled it under the rule of St. Benedict, with perpetual 
abftinence from flefli, even in all ficknefles, and put his Order under 
the fpecial patronage of the blefled Virgin. By a lingular institution, 
he appointed the abbefs fuperiorefs over the men, who live in a 
remote monaftery ; whofe fuperiours Ihe nominates. B. Robert 
Jived to fee above 3000 nuns in this one houfe, and died February 
2^, 1 1 17. The bifliop of Poitiers, in 1644, to °k a juridical in 

formation of many miracles wrought by his interceflion (a). 

See his life by Bald rick bifliop of Dole, his cotemporary ; and 

Helyot, Hift. des Ordrcs rclig. T. 6. p. 83. 
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(a) Some have raked up moft 
ground lefs flandcrs to afperfe the 
character of this holy man, as that 
he admitted all to the religious 
habit that afkud it, and was guil- 
ty of too familiar convcrfation 
with women. Such fcandalous 
rumours are mentioned in a letter 
falfely afciibed to Murbodius, 
Mfliop of Rennes, and in ano- 
ther of CiodfYcy, abbot of Vcn- 

Jojiir, aiMreflvJ ro the holy man 



himfelf. This laft letter fecms 
genuine, though fo ine have de- 
nied it. But the charge was 
only gathered from hearfay 
and notoriouily falfe, as the 
very authours of thefe letters 
were Iron convinced. It is nor. 
furpriiing, that a man who b;u> 
open defiance to all fin tiers, and 
whofe reputation ran fo hi|»h 
the world, ilmuld excite tlic 

nuurmm. of fonic, and envy of 
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FEBRUARY 25. 

St. TARASIUS, Patriarch of Con- 

ftantinople and Confeilbr. 

From his life wrote by Ignatius^ bis difciple^ afterivards bijhop of 
Nice, and from the cburch-hijiorians of his time. See Bollandus^ 
71 5. 576. Flvury 9 B. 44* 

A. D. 8c6. 

TARASIUS was born about the middle of the eighth 
century. His parents were both of Patrician families* 
His father, George, was a judge in great efteem for his well- 
known juftice, and his mother Eucratia no lefs celebrated for 
her piety. She brought him up in the practice of the moll: 
eminent virtues. Above all tilings me recommended to him to 
keep no company but that of the moft virtuous. The young 
man by his talents and virtue gained the efteem of all, and was 
railed to the greateft honours of the empire, being made conful* 
and afterwards ririt fecretary of ftate to the emperour Conftan- 
tine, and the cmprefs Irene, his mother* In the midfr. of the 
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others, which steal and merit 
never efcape. Dut his boldneis 
to declaim again 11 the vices of 
great men, and the moll har- 
dened tinners ; the high enco- 
miums and favourable tciii monies 
which all who knew him, gave 
to his extraordinary fanctity, 
which forced even envy iclelf to 
icfpect him ; and his mo/1 holy 
1:0m pertinent and happy death, 
uirniih moll invincible proofs of 
nis innocence and purity ; which 
lie preserved only by humility, 
and the molt fcrupulous flight of 
all dangerous occaiions. God- 
frey of Vendoine was afterwards 
ferfctUy fa tidied of die fanctity 



of this great fervant of Cod, 
and became his vvarmeit friend 
and patron : and ib much did he 
efteem his virtue that he made a 
confiderable foundation ac Fou- 
tevrault, often vifitcdthat church, 
and built himlelf a houle near 
it, called Hotel do Vendome 4 
that lie might more frequently 
enjoy the converic of St. Robert* 
and promote his holy endea- 
vours. See F. de la Mainfcrmo, 
in his three apolc»j»etick volumes 
in vindication ol this patriarch 
of his Order; Natalis Alexander, 
and efpecially Sorin\s dp'rivge- 

tique dn faint , in 1702, a p o h ttt 

and fpirited work. 
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court and in its higheft honours, furrounded by all that could 
flatter pride or gratify fenfuality, he led a life like that of a re- 
ligious man. 

Leo the Ifaurian, his fon Confiantine Copronymus, and 
his grandfon Leo, furnamed Chazarus, three fuccefiive em- 
perours, had eftablifhed with all their power the herefy of the 
Jconociaits or image- breakers in the Ealt. The emprefs Irene, 
wife to the lafr, was always privately a catholick, though an 
artful ambitious woman. Her hufband dying miferably, in 
780, after a five years reign ; and having left his fon Conftan- 
tine, but ten years old, under her guardianfhip, fhe fo ma- 
naged the nobility in her favour as to get the regency and whole 
government of the ftatc into her hands, and put a flop to the 
perfecution of the catholicks. Paul, patriarch of Conftanti- 
nople, the third of that name, had been railed to that dignity 
by the late cmpcrour. Though, contrary to the dictates of 
his own confciencc, he had conformed in fome refpecls to the 
then reigning herefy, he had however feveral good qualities ; 
and was not only fingularly beloved by the people for his cha- 
rity to the poor, but highly efteemed by the emprefs and the 
whole court for his great prudence. Finding himfelf indif- 
pofed, and being touched with remorfe for his condefcenfion to 
the Iconoclafts in the former reign, without communicating 
his defign to any one he quitted the patriarchal fee, and put 
on a religious habit in the monaftery of Florus, in Conftanti- 
nople. The emprefs was no fooner informed of it, but taking 
with her the young emperour, went to the monaftery to 
difiuade a perfon fo ufeful to her from perfifting in fuch a 
refolution, but all in vain: for the patriarch allured them with 
tears and bitter lamentations, that, in order to repair the fcan- 
dal he had given, he had taken an unalterable refolution to 
end his days in that monaflery ; fo defired them to provide the 
church of ConfTantinoplc with a worthy parlor in his room. 
Being afked whom he thought equal to the charge, he im- 
mediately named Tarafius, and dying loon after this declara- 
tion, Taiafnis v/as accordingly cliofcn patriarch by the unani- 
mous content of the court, clergy and people. Tarafius find- 
ing it in vain to oppofe his elcclion, declared however that he 
thought he cmdtl not in conicience accept of the government 
of a fee which had been cut olF from the catholick communi- 
on, but upon condition that a genera] council fhould be called 
to compo/e the ililputes which divided the church at that time 
in relation to holy images. 'J "his being agreed to, he was 
folemnly declared patriarch, and confecrated foon after, "ii 
Chriflmas-Day. He was no fooner infialled, but he font l»i» 
iyuodal letters to nope Adrian* to whom the emprefs alio wrote 
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in her own and her fon's name on the fubjeel; of a general 
council j begging that he would either come in per Jon , or ac 
leaft iend fome venerable and learned men as his legates to 
Conftantinople. Tarafius wrote likewifc a letter to the pa- 
triarchs of Alexandria, Antioch and Jerufalem, wherein he de- 
sires them to fend their refpecHve legates to the intended coun- 
cil. His letter to the pope was to the fame effedt. The pope 
fent his legates, as defired, and wrote by them to the emperour, 
the emprefs, and the patriarch ; applauded their zeal, fhcwing 
at large the impiety of the Iconoclaft berefy, infilling that the 
felfe council of the Iconoclafts, held under Copronymus for the 
eftabliihment of Iconoclafm, Should be firft condemned in prefence 
of his legates, and conjuring them before God to re-eftablifh 
holy images at Conftantinople, and in all Greece, on the foot- 
ing they were before. He recommends to the emperour and 
emprefs his two legates to the council, who were Peter, arch- 
prieft of the Roman church, and Peter, priori and abbot of St. 
Sabas in Rome. The eaftern patriarchs being under the Sa- 
racen yoke could not come for fear of giving offence to their 
jealous matters, who prohibited, under the Itricleft penalties, 
all commerce with the empire. However, with much difficul- 
ty and through many dangers they fent their deputies. 

The legates of the pope and the oriental patriarchs being 
arrived, as alfo the bifhops under their jurifdiclion, the council 
was opened on the firft of Auguft, in the church of the apofries, 
at Conftantinople, in 786. But the aflembly being difturbed 
by the violences of the Iconoclafts, and dclired by the emprefs 
to break up and withdraw for the prcfent, the council met 
a^ain the year following in the church of St. Sophia at Nice. 
The two legates from the pope are named firft in the A els, St. 
Tarafius next, and after him the legates of the Oriental pa- 
triarchs, namely, John, pricft and monk for the patriarchs of 
Andoch and Jerufalem 5 and Thomas, pricft and monk, for 
the patriarch of Alexandria. The council con lifted of three 
hundred and fifty bifhops, befides many abbots and other holy 
prieits and confeilbrs (a), who having declared the funic of the 
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{<*) In the third feflion the letters 
of the patriarchs of Alexandria, 
'Uiuoeh and Jcrulalem were read, 
all teaching the lame -^doctrine 
or paying ;L nJntive Ju.nour to 
hieted images, no 1 c (a tnan the 
iuicrs of pope Adr 1. Their 



deputies John and Thomas then 

added, that the abiencc of t hurts 
pacriaji li*. could not aiTecl tin; au- 
thority of the council, becaufc 
the tyranny under which they 
lived made their pretence im* 
poiiible, and be^aufe they had 
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prefent church, in relation to the matter in debate, which was 
found to be the allowing to holy pictures and images a relative 
honour, the council was clofed with the ufual acclamations and 
prayers for the profperity of the emperour and emprefs. After 
which, fynodal letters were fent to all the churches, and in 
particular to the pope, who approved the council. 

The good patriarch, purfuant to the decrees of the fynod, 
reftored holy images throughout the extent of his jurifdi&ion. 
He alfo laboured zealoufly to abolifh fimony, and wrote a 
letter upon that fubjec~t to pope Adrian, in which by 

faying 



fent their deputies and profelTions 
of faith by letter : that none 
of the oriental patriarchs had 
been at the fixth general council, 
labouring then under the yoke 
of barbarians; yet it was not lefs 
an oecumenical fynod, efpecially 
•* as the apoftolick Roman pope 
** agreed to it and prefided in it 
* 6 by his legates. 11 This is a 
clear teftimony of the eaftern 
churches in favour of the autho- 
rity of the holy fee in general 
councils, and it cannot in the 
leaft be fufpe&ed of flattery. In 
the fourth feffion were read ma- 
ny paffages of the fathers in fa- 
vour of the relative honour due 
to holy images. After which 
all cried out, they were fons 
of obedience, who placed their 
j?,lory in following the tradition 
of their holy mother the church ; 
and they pronounced many ana- 
themas againll all imago- break- 
ers, that is, thofe who do not 
honour holy images, or thofe 
who call them idols. In the 
end they add a confeflion of 
faith in which they declare, that 
they honour the mother of God, 
who is above all the heaven- 
ly powers : then the angels, 
a pottles, prophets, martyrs, doc- 
tors, mid all the faints ; as alio 
their pictures : for though the 
annuls are incorporeal, they have 
appeared like men. 'l'his pro- 



feflion of faith was fubferibed 
by the pope's legates, St.Tara- 
fius, the legates of the three 
other patriarchs, and three hun- 
dred and one bifhops prefent, 
befides a great many priefts and 
deacons deputies of abfent bi- 
fhops, and by one hundred and 
thirty abbots. In the fifth feffion 
were read many pafTages of fa- 
thers falfified and corrupted by 
the Iconoclafls, as was clear- 
ly fhewn. The archprieft, the 
pope's legate, demanded that an 
image fhould be then fet up in 
the mid ft of the aflembly and 
honoured by all, which was 
done ; and that the books writ- 
ten againfl holy images might 
be condemned and burned, which 
the council alfo ratified. Jn the 
fixth feffion the fliam council of 
the Iconoclaits under Coprony- 
mus was condemned and refuted 
as to every article : as fir ft, that 
it falfely flilcd itfelf a genet nl 
council ; for it was not received, 
but anathematized by the other 
bifhops of the church. Se- 
condly, becaufe the pope of 
Rome had no ways concurred to 
it, neither by himfelf nor by 
his legates, nor by a circular 
letter, according to thecullonioi 
councils : nor had the weflern bi - 
fhops aflilletl at it. Thirdly, there 
had not been obtained any con- 
fen t of the patriarchs of Alex- 
andria, 
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faying it was the glory of the Roman church to prefcrve the 
purity of the prieflhood, he intimated that that church 
was free from this reproach. The Jife of rhis holy patri- 
arch was a model of perfection to his clergy and people. His 
table had nothing of the fuperfluity, nor his palace any thing 
of the magnificence, of feveral of his predeceilbrs. He al- 
lowed himfelf very little time forfleep, being always up the firft 
and laft in his family. Reading and prayer filled all his leifure 
hours. It was his pleafure, in imitation of our ble/Ted Re- 
deemer, to ferve others inftead of being ferved by them ; on 
which account he would fcarce permit his own fervants to do 
any thing for him. Loving humility in himfelf, he fought 
fweetly to induce all others to the love of that virtue. He ba- 
ni/hed the ufe of gold and fear Jet from amongfl: the clergy, 
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andria, Antioch and Jerufalem, 
nor of the bifhops of their re- 
ipective dihricTis. Thefe are con- 
ditions nece/Tary to a general 
council, which were all wanting 
to that ill am fynod. The coun- 
cil goes on refuting it, becaufe it 
accufed the church of idolatry; 
which is giving the lie to Chrirc, 
whole kingdom, according to 
fcripture, iseverlafting, and whofe 
power over hell can never be 
wreited from him. To accufe 
the whole church is to do an in- 
jury to Chriit. They added, that 
the mam fynod had contradicted 
itfclf by admitting that the fix 
general councils had preferved 
the faith entire, and yet con- 
demned the ufe of images which 
it mull allow to be more ancient 
than the fixth council, and which 
is of as great antiquity as the 
npollolick age. And that where- 
as the fame fynod had advanced 
that the clergy being fallen into 
idolatry, God had rai fed faithful 
emperours to deftroy the for- 
trelles of the devil ; the coun- 
cil of Nice vehemently condemns 
this becaufe the bilhops are the 
drpofitarics of tradition, and not 
the cmperoura. It adds, that 



the Iconoclafts falfely called the 
blefled Eucharirt the only image, 
for it is not an image nor a fi- 
gure, but the true body and 
blood of Chrift. In the fe- 
venth fe/fion was read the 
definition of faith, declaring, that 
images ought to be fet up in 
churches as well as crofles, (which 
laft the Iconoclalte allowed of) 
alfo to be figured on the facred 
veflels and ornaments, on the 
walls, ciehngs, houfes, &c. 
For the oftener people behold 
holy images or pictures, the 
oftener are they excited to the 
remembrance of what they repre- 
fent : that thefe images arc to be 
honoured, but not with the wor- 
fhip call Latria, which can only 
be given to God : that they mall 
be honoured with incenfe and 
candles, as the crofs, thegofpels, 
and other holy things are; all 
according to the pious cufloms 
of the ancients. For the honour 
paid to hnngrs paflcs to the 
archetypes ur things represented, 
and he who rev-res the image 
reveres the perfon it reprcfents. 
This the council declared to be 
1 he doctrine of the fathers, and 
tradition of the i aihuliclc chinch* 
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and laboured to extirpate all the irregularities among the people. 
His charity and love for the poor feemed to furpafk his other 
virtues. He often took the difhes of meat from his table to 
d iftribute among them with his own hands : and he affined 
them a large fixed revenue. And that none might be (Tver- 
looked, he vifited all the houfes and hofpitals in Confrantino- 
pie. In Lent efpecially, his bounty to them was incredible. 
His difcourfes were powerful exhortations to the uaiverfal mor- 
tification of the fenfes, and he was particularly fevere againft 
all theatrical entertainments. Some time after, the cmpcrour 
became enamoured of Theodota, a maid of honour to his wife 
the emprefs Mary whom he had always hated ; and forget ing 
what he owed to God, he was refolved to divorce her in 
795, after feven years cohabitation. He ufed all his efforts to 
gain the patriarch, and fent a principal officer to him for that 
purpofe, accufing his wife of a plot to poifon him. St. Tarafius 
anfwered the meflengcr fighing : " I know not how the em- 
" perour can bear the infamy of fo fcandalous an action in the 
<,i fight of the univerfe : nor how he will be able to hinder cr 
cc puniih adulteiies and debaucheries, if he himfelf fet fuch 
" an example. Xell him that I will rather fuffer death 
ct and all manner or torments than content to his defian." 
The em perour hoping to prevail with him by flattery lent for 
him to the palace, and faid to him : " I can conceal nothing 
* c from you whom I regard as my father. No one can deny 
<c but I may divorce one who has attempted my life. She de- 
€t ferves death or perpetual penance." He then produced a 
vcflcl, as he pretended, full of the poifon prepared for him. 
'1 he patriarch with good reafon judging the whole to be only 
an artiul contrivance to impofe upon him, anfwered: that lie 
was too well convinced that his paifion for Theodota was at 
the bottom of all his complaints againft the emprefs. He add- 
ed, that, though fhe were guilty of the crime he laid to her 
charge, his fecond marriage, during her life, with any other 
would flill be contrary to the law of God, and that he would 
draw upon himfelf the confines of the church by attempting 
it. r \ he monk John, who had been legate of the eaflcrn pa- 
triarchs in the feventh council, being prefent, (poke alfo wry 
refolutely to the cmpcrour on the fubjcdl, fo that the prctois 
and paJiicians threatened to ilab him on the /pot : and the cm- 
pcrour boiling with rage drove them both from his preicikc. 
As i». oil as they were gone, he turned the emprefs Mary out <>' 
his palace, and obliged het to put on a religious veil. Taralius 
pcrltlling in his relufal to marry him to Theodota, the cere- 
mony was pel formed by Jofcph, treafurcr of the church of Con- 

iianujjnplc, This Icandalous example Was the occafion oi lc- 

vcral 
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veral governours and other powerful men divorcing their 
wives or taking more than one at the fame time, and gave great 
encouragement to pubhek lewdnefs. SS. Plato and Theo- 
dorus Separated themfelves from the emperour's communion 
to {hew their abhorrence of his crime. But Tarafius did not 
think it prudent to proceed to excommunication, as he had 
threatened, apprehenfive that the violence of his temper 
when further provoked, might carry him ftill greater lengths, 
and prompt him to re-eftablifh the herefy which he had taken 
fuch effectual meafures to fupprefs. Thus the patriarch by his 
moderation prevented the ruin of religion, but drew upon him- 
felf the emperour's refentment, who perfecuted him many ways 
during the remainder of his reign. Not content to fet Jpies and 
guards over him under the name of Syncelli, who watched all 
his actions, and fuffered no one to fpeak to him without their 
leave, he banifhed many of his domeliicks and relations. This 
confinement gave the faint the more Icifure for contemplation, and 
he never ceaied in it to recommend his flock to God. The ambi- 
tious Irene, finding that all her contrivances to render her fori 
odious to his fubjects had proved ineffectual to her defign, which 
was to ingrofs the whole power to herf elf, having gained over to 
her party the principal officers of the court and army, fhe 
made him prifoner and caufed his eyes to be plucked out; 
this was executed with fo much violence that the unhappy 
prince died of it in 797. After this fhe reigned alone five 
years, during which lhe recalled all the banifhed ; but at 
length rnet with the deferved reward of her ambition and 
cruelty from Niccphorus, a patrician, and the treafurcr ge- 
neral ; who, in 802, ufurped the empire and having depofed 
her, banifhed her into the iflc of Lefbos, where fhe loon after 
died with grief. 

St. Tarafius, on the death of the late emperour, having in- 
terdicted and depofed the treafurcr Jofeph, who had married 
and crowned Theodota, St. Plato and others, who had 
rnfured his lenity, became thoroughly reconciled to him. 
Die faint under his fucce/Ibur Niccphorus perfevcred peace- 
ably in his practices of penance, and in the functions of 
Iiis pad oral charge. In his la ft ftcknefs he flill continued to 
oiler daily the holy fieri fice as long as he was able to move. 
A little before his death he fell into a kind of trance, as the 
authour of his life, who was an eye-witnefs, relates, wherein he 
v/as heard to difpute and argue with a number of accufers, 
very bufy in lifting his whole life, and objecting all they could 
t( > it. l ie feemed in a great fright and agitation on this ac- 
ttmnt, and, defending' himfelf, anfwered every thing laid to his 
charge, 'J "his filled all prcfcnC with fear, feeing the endea- 
vours 
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vours of the enemy of man to find fomething to condemn even 
in the life of fo holy and fo irreprehenfible a bifhop. But a 
great ferenity fucceeded, and the holy man gave up his foul to 
God in peace, on the twenty-fifth of February in 806, hav- 
ing fat twenty-one years and two months. God honoured 
his memory with miracles, fome of which are related by the 
authour of his life. His feftival began to be celebrated under 
his fucceflbur. The Latin and Greek churches both honour 
his memory on this day. Fourteen years after his deceafe, 
Leo the Armenian, the Iconoclaft emperour, dreamt a little 
before his own death, that he faw St. Tarafius highly incenfed 
againft him, and heard him command one Michael to ftab 
him. Leo judging this Michael to be a monk in the faint's 
monaftery, ordered him the next morning to be fought for, and 
even tortured fome of the religious to oblige them to a difco- 
very of the perfon : but it happened there was none of that 
name among them 5 and Leo was killed fix days after by 
Michael Balbus. 



SS. VICTORINUS, and his five 

Companions, MM. 



Fro?n their genuine acls publifoed from the Chaldah k by Monfignor 
Stepb. AJJemaniy Aft. Mart. Occid. T. 2. p. 60. See Hen- 
fchenius on ibis day^ and AJfcrnani. 

A. D. 284. 

THESE feven martyrs were citizens of Corinth, an J 
confefled their faith before Tcrtius the proconful, in their 
own country, in 249, in the beginning of the reign of 
Decius. After their torments they patted into Egypt, whether 
by compulfion or by a voluntary banifhmcnt is not known, 
and there finifhed their martyrdom at Diofpolis, capital at 
Thcbais, in the reign of Numerian, in 284., under the gover- 
nour Sabinus. After the tyrant had tried the conflancy of the 
martyrs by racks, feourges and various inventions of cruelty, 
Jic caufed VicSlorinus to be thrown into a great moitar .(the 
Circek Menology fays, of marble). The executioner:; began by 
pounding his icet and legs, faying to him at every ilroke : 
•* 4 Spare yourfclf, wretch. It depends upon you to cfcape this 
tc death, if you will only renounce your nuw God." 1 he 

prefect grew furious at his conthincy, and at length corn* 

niaiidid 
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manded his head to be beat to pieces. The fight of his mor- 
tar, fofar from cafting a damp on his compaaions, feemed ta 
infpire them with the greater ardour to be treated in the like, 
manner. So that when the tyrant threatened Victor with the 
fame death, he only defired him to haften the execution ; and 
pointing to the mortar {aid : " In that is falvation and true 
" felicity prepared forme." He was immediately call: into it and 
beaten to death. Nicephorus, the third martyr, was impatient of 
delay, and leaped of his own accord into the bloody mortar. The 
judge enraged at his boldnefs, commanded not one, but many 
executioners at once to pound him in the fame manner. He 
i caufed Claudian, the fourth, to be chopped in pieces, and his 
j bleeding joints to be thrown at the feet of thofe that were 
yet living. He expired, after his feet, hands, arms, legs and 
thighs were cut off. The tyrant pointing to his mangled 
] limbs and fcattered bones faid to the other three : u It con- 
" cerns you to avoid this punifliment ; I do not compel you 
" to fuffer." The martyrs anfwered with one voice : " On 
" the contrary we rather pray that if you have any other 
" more exquifite torment you would inflicTt it on us. We 
" are determined never to violate the fidelity which we owe 
a to God, or to deny Jefus Chrift our Saviour ; for he is our 
" God, from whom we have our being, and to whom alone 
" we afpire/* The tyrant became almoft diffracted with fury, 
and commanded Diodorus to be burnt alive, Serapion to be 
beheaded, and Papias to be drowned. This happened on the 
twenty-fifth of February ; on which day the Roman and other 
weftern martyrologies name them : but the Greek Menaea, and 
the Menology of the emperour Bafil Porphyrogenitus honour 
them on the twenty-firft of January, the day of their confef- 
fion at Corinth. 

On the fame DAY 

St. Caifarius, C. He was a phyfician, and brother to St. Gregory 
Naaians&cn, in 369. — See his pancgyrick compofed by his brother. 
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St. ALEXANDER, Patriarch of 

Alexandria, C. 

From Thcochrcty St. Aihanafius^ & c. See Hermant^ Tillcmont> 

T. 6. p. 240. Ceiller y T. 4. 

A. D. 326. 

T. Alexander fuccccdcd St. Achillas in the fee of Alex- 
andria in 313. He was a man of apoftolick doctrine and 
life, mild, affable, exceeding charitable to the poor, and full 
of faith, zeal and fervour. He affumcd to the (acred miniftry 
chiefly thofe who had firft fa notified themfelves in holy folitudc, 
and was happy in the choice of bifliops throughout all Egypt, 
The devil, enraged to fee the havock made in his ufurped em- 
pire over mankind, by the difrepute idolatry was generally 
fallen into, tifed his utmoft endeavours to repair the lofs to 
his infernal kingdom, by procuring the eftablifhment of a 
moft impious herefy. Arius, a prieft of Alexandria, was his 
principal infrrunient for that purpofe. This hcrcfiarch was 
well verfed in profane literature, was a fubtle dialcclitian, had 
an cxtcriour (hew of virtue, and an infinuating behaviour; 
but was a munftcr of pride, vain-glory, ambition, envy and 
jealoufy. Under an afTecled mode-fry he concealed a foul full 
of deceit, and capable of all crimes. He joined Meletius, the 
bifhop of LycopoJis, in the beginning of his fchifm againll 
St. Peter, our faint's prcdcccfibr, in 300 : but quitting that 
party after fomc time, St. Peter was fo well fatisfied of the fin- 
cerity of his repentance, that he ordained him deacon. Soon 
after Arius diicovercd his turbulent fpir.it, in accufing his 
archbifhop, and raifing diflurbances in favour of the JVic- 
lctians. This obliged St. Peter to excommunicate him, nor 
could he ever be induced to revoke that fentence. hut his luc- 
ccflbur St. Achillas, upon his repentances admitted him to hb 
communion, ordained him priefl, and made him curate of ^llio 
church of JJaucales, one of tlic quarters of Alexandria, div- 
ing way- to Jnitc and envy, on feeing St. Alexander pi elenvd 

- p - beio:o 
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before him to the fee of Alexandria (i), he became his mortal 
enemy : and as the faint's life and conduct were irreproachable, 
all his endeavours to oppofe him were levelled at his do&rine," 
in oppohtion to which the herefiarch denied the divinity of 
Chriih This errour he at fxrft taught only in private ; but having, 
about the year 319, gained fo)\owers to fupport him, he boldly 
advanced his blafphemies in his fermons, affirming, with Ebion, 
Aitemas and Xheodotus, that Chrifi was not truly God 5 
adding, what no heretick had before alTerted in fuch a manner, 
that the Son was a creature, and made out of nothing j that 
there was a time when he did notexift, and that he was capable 
of fuming-, with other fuch impieties. St. Athanafius informs 
us (2), that he alfo held that Chrift had no other foul than this 
created divinity or fpiritual fubfiance made before the world % 
conllquently that it truly fuffered on the crofs, defcended into 
hell, and rofe again from the dead, Arius engaged in his errours 
two other curates of the city, a great many virgins, twelve 
deacons, feven priefts, and two bifhops. 

One Colluthus, another curate of Alexandria, and many 
others, declamed loudly againft thefe blafphemies. The here- 
ticks were called Arians, and thefe called the catholicks 
Colluthians. St. Alexander, who was one of the mildejft of 
men, firft made ufe of foft and gentle methods to recover 
Arius to the truth, and endeavoured to gain him by fweetnefs 
and exhortations. Several were offended at his lenity^ and 
Colluthus carried his refentment fo far as to commence a 
fchifm ; but this was foon at an end, and the authour of it re- 
turned to the catholick communion. But St. Alexander finding 
Arius 's party encrcafe, and all his endeavours to reclaim him 
ineffectual, he fummoued him to appear in an aflc;nbly of his 
clergy, where being found obflinatc and incorrigible, he was 
excommunicated together with his adherents. This fentencc 
of excommunication the faint confirmed foon after, about the 
end of the year 320, in a council at Alexandria, at the head 
ol near one hundred bifhops, at which Arius was alfo prefent, 
who repeating his former blafphemies, and adding Jlill more 
horrible ones, was unanirnoufly condemned by the fynod, 
which loaded him and all his followers with anathemas. Arius 
Jay hid for ibme time after this in Alexandria, but being dif- 
t'ovcred went into PaJcfline, and found means to gain over 
10 his party luifehius, hi /hop of Ciefarea, alio Thcognis 
'>! Nice, and Eulebius of Niconicdia, which I aft was of all 
^ilniri his moft dccluicd protccior, and had yreat authority 

with 



(0 Theodoret, 1. 1. c, r. Socrates, 1. 1. c. 5. 
l 'v. C'iir. p. 635. 
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with the emperour Conftantine who refided often at Nico- 
media, or rather with his fifter Conftantia. Yet it is clear 
from Conftantine himfelf that he was a wicked, proud, am- 
bitious, intriguing man. It is no wonder after his other crimes 
that he became an herefiarch, and that he fhould have an 
afcendant over many weak but well-meaning men, on account 
of his high credit and reputation at court. After feveral 
letters that had paffed between thefe two ferpents, Arius retired 
to him at Nicomedia, and there compofed his Thalia, a poem 
fluffed with his own praifes, and his impious herefies. 

Alexander wrote to the pope, St. Sylvefter, and, in a circular 
letter, to the other bimops of the church, giving them an account 
of Arius's herefy and condemnation. Arius, Eufebius and many 
others wrote to our faint, begging that he would take oft' his 
cenfures. The emperour Conftantine alfo exhorted him by 
letter to a reconciliation with Al ius, and fent it by the great 
Ofius to Alexandria, with exprefs orders to procure information 
of the ftate of the affair. The deputy returned to the em- 

the herefiarchs impiety and malice, 
prudence of St. Alexander : and 
and faithful account of the mat- 



1 



4 

> 



perour better informed of 
and the zeal, virtue and 
having given him a juft 
ter, convinced him of the 



neceflity of a general council, as 
the only remedy adequate to the growing evil, and capable of 
reftoring peace to the church. St. Alexander had already fent 
him the fame advice in feveral letters (a). That prince accord- 
ingly, by letters of refpetSt, invited the bifhops to Nice in Bi- 
thynia, and defrayed their expences. They aflembled in tho 
imperial palace of Nice on the nineteenth of June in 375, 
being three hundred and eighteen in number, the moft illul- 
trious prelates of the church, among whom were many glorious] 
confeflbrs of the faith. The principal were our faint, St. Eufta* 
thius patriarch of Antioch, St. Macarius of Jerufaletn, Cc- 
cilian, archbiftiop of Carthage, St. Paphnutius, St. Potamon, 
St. Paul of Neocefarea, St. James of Nifibis, &c. St. Sylveltcrj 
could not come in perfon by reafon of his great age }j 

but he fent his legates who prelidcd in his name (b). r lW 

cm 



(a) Rufinus, 1. 1. hid. c. 1. 
fays, that the council was af- 
fembled by the advice or* the 
priclls. Ex facerdotUM fententia* 
And the third council of Con- 
Aantinople attributes its convo- 
cation to St- Sylvellcr as much as 
to the emperour. Cwjlantiuus et 
Z>yl<vejitr magnum in Nictd fy nu- 



dum cottfrrfgabattt '. Cone Conto 
tinopolitanum 3 U «. Ail. ikp 
IC4<;. T. 6. Cone. 

(h ) This is acknowledged 
the oriental biihops aflcmblcd at 
Conllantinoplo in 552* (1- 5 

Cone. p. 337, 33*-) . r,,iJ,c ' 
gates were Vito or Victor, m 

Vincent, two Roman prwih* 1 

whon 
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emperour Conftantine entered the council without guards, nor 
would he fit till he was defired by the bifhops, fays Eufebius (3). 
Theodoret fays (4), that he afked the bifhops leave before h£ 
would enter. 

The blafphemies of Arius, who was himfelf prefent, were 
can vailed for ieveral days. Marcellus of Ancyra, and St. 
Athanafius, whom St. Alexander had brought with him, and 
whom he treated with the greateft efteem, difcovered all the 
impiety they contained, and confuted the Arians with invin- 
cible Itrength. The hereticks fearing the indignation of the 
council, ufed a great deal of diffimulation in admitting the 
catholick terms. The fathers to exclude all their fubtilties 
declared the Son confubjlantial to the Father, which they inferted 
in the profefiion of their faith called the Nicene creed, which 
was drawn up by Olius, and to which all fubferibed except a 
fmall number of Arians. At firft. they were feventeen, but 
Eufebius of Csefarea received the creed the day following, as 
did all the others exceptjfive, namely, Eufebius of Nicomedia, 
Thcognis of Nice, Maris of Chalcedon, Theonas and Secun- 

dus of Lybia, the two bifhops who had firft joined Arius. Of 

thefe 

(3) L. 3. de vit. Conftant. c. 10. (4) L. 1. c. 7. 



whom the pope joined Ofius, 
bifliop of Cordova, as being the 
mod renowned prelate of the 
Welt, and highly efteem ed by the 
emperour. Jp/e etiam OJius ex 
liifyanis nominis et famre celebri- 
late injiguis, qui Syfajfjlri epifcopi 
maxima? Ror/ia? locum obtinebat 9 
una cum Roman is prejbyteris Vitone 
tt l r lucent to adfuit ; fays Gelafius 

of Cyzicus, (Hift. cone. Nicen. 
1. z. c. 5. T. 2. cone. p. 155-) 
The fame is affirmed by pope 
Adrian, (T. 6. cone. p. 1S10.) 
hi all the editions of this 
rouncil, Ofms, with the two 
rriells Vito and Vincent, is firft 
"amt'd among the fubferibers. 
Socrates alio "names them firft 
and before the patriarchs. Ofsus 
>>pttf. Cordub<c ita credo Vito et 
I wwfius prffijy/eri urbii Horn,* E- 
iltpti Alexander Epuf. jtntiochue* 
Kujlathius, bfc. (Socr. I. 1. c. 
l 'i ) It is then falfe what Blon- 
m (de let prinumti de PEglifi, p. 

Ui JS) pretend?, that St. Eulla- 



thius of Antioch prefided. He 
is indeed called by Facundus, 
(1. 8. c. 1. & I. 1 1. c. 1.) the firft 
of the council ; and by Nicepho- 
rus (Chronol. p. 146 ) the chief 
of the bifhops, becaufe he was 
the firft among the orientals ; for 
St. Alexander of Egypt was cer- 
tainly before him in rank. The- 
odoret (I. 1, c. 6.) fays, he fat 
the firft on the right hand in the 
aflembly. And it appears from 
Eufebius, that the pope's le- 
gates and the patriarch of Alex- 
andria fat at the head on the left 
fide This might be the more 
honourable on fcveral accounts, 
as being on the right to thofc 
that came in. It is certain that 
the pope's legates prefided in the 
cpuncil of Chalcedon, where 
they in the fame manner fat full 
on the left above the patriarch 
of Alexandria, and the patriarch 
of Antioch was placed on the 
right. 
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thefe alfo Eufebius, Maris and Theognis conformed through 
fear of banifhment. The Arian hiftorian Philoftorgius (5) 
pretends to excufe his heroes Eufebius of Nicomedia and 
Theognis, by faying they inferted an iota, and figned (6) like 
in fubftance inftead of (7) of the fame fubflance ; a fraud in reli- 
gion which would no way have excufed their hypocrify. Arius, 
Theonas and Secundus, with fome Egyptian priefts, were ba- 
nimed by the order of Conftantine, and Illyricum was the place 
of their exile. The council received Meletius and his fchif- 
matical adherents upon their repentance ; but they afterwards 
relapfed into their fchifm, and part of them joined the Arians. 
The council added twenty canons of difcipline, and was clofed 
about the twenty-fifth of Auguft (c). Conftantine gave all 
the prelates a magnificent entertainment, and difmiHed .them 
with great prefents to their refpective fees. St. Alexander after 
this triumph of thefaith returned to Alexandria ; where, af- 
ter having recommended St.Athanafius for his fucceflbur, he died 
in 326, on the twenty-fixth of February, on which day he is 
mentioned in the Roman martyrology. 

St. PORPHYRIUS, Bifhop of Gaza, 

and Confeflor. 



From his life written with great accuracy by his faithful difciplc 

Mark. See F/eury, Tillemont. 
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A. D. 420. 

ORPHYRI US, a native of Theffalonica in Macedonia, 
was of a noble and wealthy family. The defire of re- 
nouncing the world made him leave his friends and country at 
twenty-five years of age in 378, to pais into Egypt, where he 
confecrated himfelf to God in a famous mo n after y in the defcrt 
of Sccre. After five years fpent. there in the penitential excr- 
cifes of a monaftick life, he went into Palcftinc to vi fit the 
holy places of Jcrufalcm. After this he took up his abode in a 
cave near the Jordan, where he palled other five years in great 
auftcrity, till he fell fick, when a complication of dilordcis 
obliged him to leave that place, and return to Jcrufalem. Then* 

he never failed daily to vifit devoutly all the holy places, 

leaning 

( S ) L. 1. c. 9. (6) 'O^oiuo-ifls. (7) 'On**™*- 

(r) The Arabiek canons arc Council, being collected out of 
faliely aicribed to the Nicene other ancient lynoda. 
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leaning on a ftaff: for he was too weak to ftand upright. It 
happened about the fame time that Mark, an Afiatick and 
the authour of his life, came to Jerufalem with the fame in- 
tent, where he made fome flay. He was much edified at the 
devotion with which Porphyrius continually vifited the place of 
our Lord's refurrecftion, and the other oratories. And feeing 
him one day labour with great pain in getting up the flairs 
in the chapel built by Conftantinc, he ran to him to offer 
him his affiftance, which Porphyrius refufed, faying: cc It is 
u not juft that I who am come hither to beg pardon for my 
Ci fins, ihould be eafed by any one. Rather let me under- 
<c go fome labour and inconvenience, that God beholding it 
" may have companion on me." He in this condition never 
omitted his ufual vifits of piety to the holy places, and daily 
partook of the myftical table, that is, of the holy facrament. 
And as to his diltemper, fo much did he contemn it, that he 
feemed to be fick in another's body and not in his own His 
confidence in God always fupported him. The only thing 
which afflicted him was that his fortune had not been fold 
before this for the ufe of the poor. This he commiffiohed 
Mark to do for him ; who accordingly fet out for TheiTalo- 
nica, and in three months time returned to Jerufalem with 
money and effects to the value of 4500 pieces of gold. When 
the bleffed man faw him, he embraced him with tears of joy 
for his fafe and fpeedy return. But Porphyrius was now fo well 
recovered, that Mark fcarce knew him to be the fame perfon : 
for his body had no figns of its former decay, and his face 
looked full, frefh, and painted with a healthy red. He per- 
ceiving his friend's amazement at his healthy looks, faid to him 
with a fmile : " Be not furprifed, Mark, to fee me in perfect 
" health and ftrength ; but admire the unfpeakable goodnefs of* 
" Chrift who can eafily cure what is defpaired of by men.'* 
Maik afked him by what means he had recovered. He replied : 
" Forty days ago, being in extreme pain, I made a fliife to 
reach Mount Calvary, where, fainting away, 1 fell into a 
kind of trance or extafy, during which I feemed to fee our 
Saviour on the crofs, and the good thief in the fame condi- 
cc tion near him. I faid to Chrift: Lord 'remember mc when thou 
cotnejl into thy kingdom : whereupon he ordered the thief to 
come to my aflifrance, who, railing me off the ground on 
which J lay, bad mc go to Chrift. I ran to him, and he 
coming off his crofs faid to me: c fake this wood (meaning his 
crofs) into thy citjlody. In obedience to him, met nought, I 
laid it on my fhouldcrs and carried it fome way. I awaked 
foon after, and have been free from pain ever fwice, and with- 
out the leaft appearance of my having ever ailed any thing." 

Vol. I. fib Mailt 
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Mark was fo edified with the holy man's dilcourfe and good ex- 
ample, that he became more penetrated with efteem and affection 
for him than ever, which made him defirous of Jiving always 
with him in order to his own improvement 5 for he feemed to 
have attained to a per feci: maftery over all his paffions ; he was 
Indued at the fame time with a divine prudence, an eminent 
fpirit of prayer and the gift of tears. Being a!fo well verfed 
In the holy fcriptures and fpirit ual knowledge, and no ft ranger 
to profane learning, he confounded all the infidels and here- 
ticks who attempted to difpute with him. As to the money 
and effects which Mark had brought hirn, he distributed all 
among the neceflitous in Palefline and Egypt, fo that in a very 
fhort time he had reduced himfelf to the neceluty of labouring 
for his daily food. He therefore learned to make fhoes and 
drefs leather, while Mark, being well fkilled in writing, got a 
handfome livelihood by copying books, and to /pare. He 
therefore defired the faint to partake of his earnings. But Por- 
phyrius replied in the words of St. Paul : He that doth not work 
let him not eat. He led this laborious and penitential life till he 
was forty years of age, when the bifhop of Jerufalem ordained 
him prieft though much againft his will, and committed to him 
the keeping of the holy crofs : this was in 393. The faint 
changed nothing in hi* auftere penitential life : feeding only 
upon roots and the coarfeft bread, and not eating till after fun- 
fet, except on Sundays and holydays, when he eat at noon, 
and added a little oil and cheefe 5 and on account of a great 
weaknefs of ftomach he mingled a very fmall quantity of wine 
in the water he drank. This was his method of living- till his 
death. Being elecled bifhop of Gaza, in 396, John, the 
metropolitan and archbifhop of Ca?farea, wrote to the patri- 
arch of Jerufalem to deiire him to fend over Porphyrius, that he 
might confult him on certain difficult pafiages of fcripture. 
He was fent accordingly, but charged to be back in leven days. 
Porphyrius receiving this order feemed at firfr. difturbed, but laid : 
* c God's will be done." That evening he called Mark and 
faid to him : " Brother Mark, let us go and venerate the holy 
* c places and the facrcd crofs ; for it will be long before we 
* c fliall do it again." Mark a/ked him why he faid fo. He 
anfwered ; Our Saviour had appeared to him the night before 
and faid : " Give up the treafure of the crofs, which you have 
* c in cuftody, for I will marry you to a wife, poor indeed and 
** defpicable, hut of great piety and virtue. Take care to 
* c adorn her well : for however contemptible flic may appear, 
ct flic is my fiftcr." This, faid he, Chrifi iignified to me Inli 
night : and I fear, in confequence, my being charged with the fins 

of others whilft 1 labour to expiate my own ; but the will oi God 

mult 
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muft be obeyed. When they had venerated the holy places 
and the facred crols, and Porphyrias had prayed long before it, 
and with many tears ; he fhut up the crofs in its golden cafe, 
and delivered the keys to the bifhop ; and having obtained his 
blefling, he and his difciple Mark fet out the next day, with 
three others, among whom was one Barochas, a perfon whom 
the faint had found lying in the flreet almoft dead, and had 
taken care of, cured and in (trucked ; who ever after ferved him 
with Mark. They arrived the next day, which was Saturday, 
at Gefarea. The archbifhop obliged them to fup with him. 
After fpiritual difcourfes they took a little fleep, and then rofe to 
aflift at the night fervice. Next morning the archbifhop bid 
the Gaza?ans lay hold on St. Porphyrius, and while they held 
him he ordained him bifhop. The holy man wept bitterly, 
and was inconfolable for being promoted to a dignity he judged 
himfelf fo unfit for. The Gazaeans however performed their 
part in endeavouring to comfort him, and having afTifted at the 
Sunday office, and flayed one day more at Caefarea, they 
fet out for Gaza, lay at Diofpolis, and late on Wednefday 
night arrived at Gaza, much harailed and fatigued. For the 
heathens living in the villages near Gaza having notice of their 
coming, had fo damaged the roads in feveral places and clogged 
them with thorns and logs of wood, that they were fcarce 
paflable. They alfo contrived to raife fuch a fmoke and 
ftench, that the holy men were in danger of being blinded or 
fuffocated. 

There happened that year a very great drought, which the 
pagans afcribed to the coming of the new chriftian bifhop, fay- 
ing, that their god Manias had foretold that Porphyrius would 
bring publick calamities and diftflers on their city. In Gaza 
ftood a famous temple of that idol, which the emperour 
Thcodofius the Elder had commanded to be fhut up, but not 
demolifhed on account of its beautiful ftrudture. The go- 
vernours afterwards had permitted the heathens to open it again. 
As no rain fell the two firft months after St. Porphyrin's ar- 
rival, the idolaters in great affliction aflembled in this temple, 
to offer facrificcs, and make fupplications to their god Manias, 
whom they called the Lord of rains. Thefe they repealed 
for feven days, going alfo to a place of prayer out of the 
town : But feeing all their endeavours ineffectual, they loll all 
tapes of a fupply of what they fo much wanted. A dearth en- 
ding, the chriftians, to the number of 280, women and chil- 
dren included, after a days faft, and watching the following 
Night in prayer, by the order of their holy bifhop, went out in 
proecflion to St. Timothy's church in which lay the relicks 
of the holy martyr St. Mcuris,* and of the confcflbr St. Thees, 

lib % finging 
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finging hymns of divine praife. But at their return to the 
city they found the gates fhutagainft them, which the heathens 
refufed to open. In this fituation the chriftians, and St. Por- 
phyrius above the reft, addrefled almighty God with redoubled 
fervour for the bleiling fo much wanted j when in a fhort time 
the clouds gathering, as at the prayers of Elias, there fell fuch 
a quantity of rain that the heathens opened their gates, and 
joining them cried out: " Chrift alone is God : He alone has 
<c overcome." They accompanied the chriftians to the church 
to thank God for the benefit received, which was attended 
with the converfion of 176 perfons, whom the faint initrucleci, 
baptized and confirmed, as he did 105 more before the end of 
that year. The miraculous prefervation of the life of a pagan 
woman in labour, who had been defp aired of, occafioned the 
converfion of that family and others to the number of fixty* 
four. 

The heathens perceiving their number decreafe grew very 
troublefome to the chriftians, whom they excluded from com- 
merce and all publick offices, and injured them all manner of 
ways. St. Porphyrius, to fcreen himfelf and his flock from their 
outrages and vexations, had recourfe to the emperour's protec- 
tion. On this errand he fent Mark, his difciple, to Conftanti- 
nople, and went afterwards himfelf in company with John his 
metropolitan, archbiftiop of Casfarea. Here they applied them- 
felves to St. John Chryfoftom, who joyfully received them, 
and recommended them to the eunuch Amantius, who had 
great credit with the emprefs, and was a zealous fervant of 
God. Amantius having introduced them to the emprefs, /he 
received them with great diftin&ion, allured them of her pro- 
tection, and begged their prayers for her fafe delivery, a favour 
Hie received a few days after. She defired them in another vifit 
to fign her and her new-born fon, Theodofius the Younger, 
with the fign of the crofs, which they did. The young prince 
was baptized with great folemnity, and on that occafion the 
emprefs obtained from the cmpcrour all that the btfhops had re- 
queued, and in particular that the temples of Gaza ihould be 
demolifhed an imperial edict being drawn up for this purpofc 
and delivered to Cynegius, a virtuous patrician and one full ot 
zeal, to fee it executed. They frayed at Conflantinoplc during 
the feaft of Eafter, and at their departure the cmpcrour and 
emprefs bellowed on them great prefents. When they landed in 
Palcfline, near Gaza, the chriftians came out to meet them 
with a crofs carried before them, finging hymns. In the place 
called Tctramphodos or Four-ways-end, flood a marble flattie 
of Venus, on a marble altar, which was in great reputation 

for giving oracles to young women about the choice of 
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bands, but had often grofly deceived them, engaging them 
in molt unhappy marriages : fo that many heathens detelted 
its lying import ures. As the two bifliops with the procelfion 
of the chriftians, and the crofs borne before them, palled thro* 
that fquare, this idol fell down of itfelf and was broken to 
pieces: whereupon thirty-two men and feven women were 
converted. 

Ten days after arrived Cynegius, having with him a confular 
man, and a duke or general, with a ftrrong guard of foldiers, 
befides the civil magiftrates of the country. He afiembled the 
citizens and read to them the emperour's edi£t, commanding 
their idols and temples to be del troy ed, which was accordingly 
executed, and no Jefs than eight publick temples in the city 
were burnt 5 namely, thofe of the Sun, Venus, Apollo, Pro- 
ferpine, Hecate, the Hierion or of the priefls, Tycheon or 
of Fortune, and Marnion of Marnas, their Jupiter. The 
Marnion, in which men had been often facrificed, burned for 
many days. After this, the private houfes and courts were all 
fearched : the idols were every where burned or thrown into 
the common fewers, and all books of magick and fuperftition 
were caft into the flames. Many idololaters defired baptifm ; 
but the faint took a long time to make trial of them, and to 
prepare them for that facrament by daily in ft ructions. On the 
fpot where the temple of Marnas had Hood was built the church 
of Eudoxia, in the figure of a crofs. She fent for this purpofe 
precious pillars and rich marble from Conftantinople. Of the 
marble taken out of the Marnion, St. Porphyrius made fteps and 
a road to the church, that it might be trampled upon by men, 
dogs, fwine and other beafts : whence many heathens would 
never walk thereon. Before he would fufFcr the church to be 
begun, he proclaimed a fair, and the next morning being 
attended by his clergy and all the chriftians in the city, they 
went in a body to the place from the church Irene, finging the 
Vemtc txtdtcmits Domino and other pfalms, and anfwcring to 
every verfe Alleluia^ Barochas carrying a crofs before them. 
They all let to work, carrying Hones and other materials, and 
digging the foundations according to the plan marked out and 
Jiredted by Rufinus, a celebrated architedt, finging pfalms and 
faying prayers during their work. It was begun in 403, when 
thirty high pillars arrived from Conftantinople, two of which, 
called Caroftiae, Ihone like emeralds when placed in the church. 
k was five years a building, and when finifhed in 408, the 
holy bifliop performed the confecration of it on Ratter- Day 
with the greateft pomp and folemnity, His alms to the poor 
on that occafion fecmed boundlels, though they were always 
exceeding great. The good bilhop Ipcnt the remainder of his 

B b 3 life 



5 6i St. VICTO R. Feb. 26. 

life in the zealous difcharge of all paftoral duties; and though 
lie lived to fee the city clear for the moft part of the remains 
of paganifm, fuperftition and idolatry, he had always enough 
to fuffer from fuch as continued obftinate in their errours. 
Falling fick he made his pious will, in which he recommended 
all his dear flock to God. He died in 420, being about fixty 
years of age, on the twenty-fixth of February, on which day 
both the Greeks and Latins make mention of him. The pious 
author of his life concludes it, faying : " He is now in the para- 
dife of delight, interceding for us with all the faints, by 
* 6 whofe prayers may God have mercy on us." 

On the fame DAY 

St. Victor or Vitre, of Arcis in Champagne, Anchoret and 
ConfefTor in the feventh age. He lived in continual union witli 
God by prayer and contemplation, and feemed raifed above the 
condition of this mortal life, and almoft as if he lived without a 
body. God glorified him by many miracles; but the greateft feems 
to have been the powerful example of his life. We have two pious 
panegyricks made upon this faint by St. Bernard, who fays (1): 
*' Now placed in heaven he beholds God clearly revealed to him, 
«' fwallowed up in joy, but not forgetting us. It is not a land of 
*« oblivion in which Victor dwells. Heaven doth not harden or 
** ftreighten hearts, but it maketh them more tender and compaf- 
** fionate. It doth not diftracl: minds, nor alienate them from us : 1 
** it 'doth not diminiih, but it incrcafeth affeftion and charity : it 
** augmenteth bowels of pity. The angels although they behold 
*' the face of their Father, vifit, run, and continually aflifi us : and 
*« fhall they now forget us who were once among us. and who 
" once fuffercd themfclvcs what they fee us at prefent labouring 

*' under ? No : / know the juft expetf ?ne till thou rendered to mi my 

" reward (z). Victor is not like that cup-bcarcr of Pharaoh, who 
4t could forget his fellow-captive He hath not fo put on the ftolc 
" of glory himfclf, as to lay afidc his pity, or the remembrance oi 

V our mifcry." 

(1) Scrm. 2. p. 966.. (2) Pf. cxli. 8. 
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FEBRUARY 27, 

St. LEANDER, Bifliop of Seville, 

Confeflbn 

From Sf. IJidore of Seville. St. Gregory the Great and St. Gregory 
of Tours , Hijt. /. 5. See Fleury^ B. 34. 35. 36. Mcibi/lon 9 
Sac Ben. 1 . Ceiller^ T. ij. 

A. D. 596. 

ST. Leander was of an illuftrious family and born at Car- 
thagena, in Spain, He had two brothers, St. Fulgeritius 
bifliop of Ecija and Carthagena, and St. Ifidore, our faint's 
fucceflbur in the fee of Seville. He had alfo one fifter, Flo- 
rentina by name, who had confecrated hcrfelf to God in the 
Hate of virginity. He fet them an example of that piety which 
they faithfully imitated. He entered into a monatfery very 
young, where he lived many years, and attained to an eminent 
degree of virtue and facred learning. Thefe qualities occafioned 
his being promoted to the fee of Seville : but his change of 
condition made little or no alteration in his method of life, 
though it brought on him a great increafe of care and folicitude 
for the falvation of thofe whom God had put under his care, 
as well as for the neceflities of the whole church, that of Spain 
in particular. This kingdom was then poflefled by the Vifi- 
goths or Wcftcrn-Goths ; who, while Theodorick fettled the 
Oflrogoths or Eaftcrn-Goths in Italy, had paflcd the Alps, and 
founded their kingdom, firft in Tanguedoc, and foon after, 
about the year 47 0, in Spain. 'Thefe Goths, being for the gene- 
rality all infected with Arianifm, cftablifhcd this hcrefy where- 
ever they came ; fo that when St. Leander was made bifliop 
it hud reigned in Spain 170 years. This was his great afHiclion : 
now ever, by his tears and prayers to God, and by his molt 
zealous and unwearied endeavours both at home and abroad, 
lie became the happy inftrumcnt of the convcrfion of that 
nation to the catholick faith. But he fullered much from 
king Lcvigild on this account, and was at length forced into 

bantfUmcnt i the faint having converted, among others, 
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Hermenegild, the king's eldeft fon and heir apparent. This 
pious prince his unnatural father put to death the year follow- 
ing, for refufing to receive the communion from the hands of 
an Arian bifhop. But touched with remorfe not long after, he 
recalled our faint, and falling fick and finding himfelf paft 
hopes of recovery, he fent for St, Leander whom he had fo much 
perfecuted, and recommended to him his fon Recared whom 
he left his fuccefTour, to be inftru<5ted in the true faith ; tho' 
out of fear of his people, as St. Gregory laments, he durft 
not embrace it himfelf. His fon Recared by Iiftening to St. 
Leander foon became a catholick. The king alfo fpoke with 
fo much wifdom on the controverted points to the Arian 
bifhops, that by the force of his reafoning rather than by his 
authority, he brought them over to own the truth of the catho- 
lick doclxine ; and thus he converted the whole nation 
of the Vifigoths. He was no lefs fuccefsful in the like pious 
endeavours with refpect to the Suevi, a people of Spain whom 
his father Levigild had perverted. It was a fubjec~t of great joy* 
to the whole church to behold the wonderful blelTing beftowcd 
by Almighty God on the labours of our faint, but to none more 
than St. Gregory the great, who wrote to St. Leander to con- 
gratulate him on the fubjeel:. 

This holy prelate was no lefs zealous in the reformation of 
manners, than in reftoring the purity of faith ; and he planted 
the feeds of that zeal and fervour which afterwards produced fo 
many martyrs and faints. His zeal in this regard appeared in 
the good regulations fet on foot with this intent in the coun- 
cil of Seville, which was called by him, and of which he was, 
.as it were, the foul. In 589, he afliftcd at the third council of 
Toledo of 72 bifhops or their deputies, in which were drawn up 
23 canons relating to difcipline, to repair the breaches the Arian 
herefy had made in fomenting diforders of feveral kinds. 
One of thefe was, that the Arian clergy cohabited with their 
wives ; but the council forbad fuch of them as were converted 
to do fo, enjoining them a feparation from the fame 
chamber, and if poffiblc from the fame houfe (1). This 
council commanded alfo the rigorous execution of all the peni- 
tential canons without any abatement The pious cardinal 
D'Aguirrc has written a learned diilci tation on this fubjeel (?.). 

St. Leander fenfible of the importance of prayer, which is 
in a devout life what a fpring is in a watch, or the main wheel 
411 an engine, laboured particulai ly to encourage trite devotion 
in all pcrfons, but particulai ly thofc of the monaflick pro- 
feflion, of which Hate it is the veiy eilence and conflitueiit. 
His letter to his filter Florentina, a holy virgin, is called Jus 

Rule 

(1) Cone. T. 5. p. 998. (2) Difi: 8. in Cone Ili'f. 
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Rule of a monaftick life. It turns chiefly on the contempt of 
the world and on the exercifes of prayer. This faint 
alio reformed the Spanifh liturgy (a). In this liturgy, and 
in the third council of Toledo, in conformity to the eaftern 
churches, the Nicene creed was appointed to be read at mate 
to exprefs a deteff.ation of the Arian herefy. Other weftern 
churches, with the Roman, foon imitated this devotion. St, 
Leander was vifited by frequent diftempers, particularly the 
gout, which St. Gregory, who was often afflicted with the 
lame, writing to him calls a favour and mercy of heaven. 
This holy doctor of Spain died about the year 596, on the 
27th of February, as Mabillon proves from his epitaph. The 
church of Seville has been a metropolitan fee ever fince the 
third century. The cathedral is the moft magnificent, both 
as to ftruc~lure and ornament, of any in all Spain. 

On the fame DAY 

SS. Julian, Chronion and Besas, MM. When the perfecution. 
of Decius filled the city of Alexandria with dread and terrour, 
many, efpecially among the nobles, the rich, and thofe who held 
any places in the ftate, facrificed to idols, but pale and trembling, 
fo as to (hew they had neither courage to die, nor heart to facri- 
ficc. Several generous foldiers repaired the fcandal given by thefe 
cowards. Julian who was grievoufly afflicted with the gout, and 
one of his fervants called Chronion, were fet on the backs of 
camels, and cruelly fcourged through the whole city, and at length 

were confumed by fire. Befas a foldier was beheaded. See St. 

Dionyfius of Alex, in Eufcbins I. 6. c. 41. ed. Vales. 

St Thalii.jeus, a Cilician, lived a reclufe on a mountain in Syria. 
He flmt himfelf up ten years in an open cage of wood. Theodorct 
aflced him why he had chofen fo Angular a practice. The penitent 

an- 



(«) The church of Spain fir ft 
received the faith from Rome, as 
pope Innocent I. informs us. (Ep. 
ad Decent.) Whence St. Jfidore 
lays their divine office was institu- 
ted by St. Peter. (1. 1 c. ij.Ecc!. 
Oflic ) Their ceremonies and 

dilcipline, as of falling on Satur- 
days, and other rites mentioned 
in their councils, are Roman. 
And the Roman liturgy was 11 fed 
in Africa beyond Spain. But the 
troths ufed a liturgy formed by 
Ulphilas from the Orientals. St. 
leander compiled a liturgy from 
both, and alio from the Ciaulifh 
and oriental liturgies : St. Jiidore 



and St. Udefonfe perfected it. 
When the Saracens or Arabians 
became mailers of Spain, the 
chriftians of that country were 
called Mixt-Arabs, and their li- 
turgy, Mozarabick. Tn the 11th 
and 1 zth centuries this liturgy 
gave p'ace to the Roman. Car- 
dinal Ximcncfl re-ellablimed the 
daily ufe of the Mozarabick in a 
chapel of the cathedral of To- 
ledo : it is alio ufed in the fame 

city by (even old Mozarabick 
churches, but on the days of 

their patrons only. — SeeLc Brun 

litiug. T. 2. p, 272. 
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an&vered : § * I punifh my criminal body, that God feeing my 
** affliction for my fins may be moved to pardon them, and to 
** deliver me from, or at leaft to mitigate the exceffive torments of 

*' the world to come, which I have deferred.' 7 See Theodoret 

Phil. c. 28. John Mofch in the Spiritual Meadow, ch. 59. p. 872, 
relates that Thalilieus the Cilician fpent fixty years in an afceticic 
life, weeping almoft without intermifllon ; and that he ufed to 
fay to thofe that came to him : " Time is allowed us by the divine 
" mercy for repentance and fatisfaclion, and wo to us if we 
" negleft it." 

St. Galmibr, in Latin Baldomerus. He was a lock-fmithin 
Lyons, who lived in great poverty and aufterity; and fpent all hi, 
leifure moments in holy reading and prayer. He gave his gains 
to the poor, and fometimes even his tools. He repeated to every 
one : * c In the name of the Lord let us always give thanks to 
" God" Viyencius, abbot of St. Julius, (afterwards archbifhop of 
Lyons) admired his devotion in the church, but was more edified 
and aftonifhed when he had converfed with him. He gave him a cell 
in hi3 monaftery, in which the fervant of God fandliiied himfelf 
ftill more and more by all the exercifes of holy folitude, and by his 
penitential labour. He died a fubdeacon about the year 650. His 
relicks were very famous for miracles, and a celebrated pilgrimage, 
till they were fcattered in the air by the Hugonots in the fixteenth 
century. The Roman martyrology names him on the day of hi; 
death,* the 27th of February. 
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Martyrs who died in the great peftilence 

in Alexandria. 

From Enfehius Hijl. L J* ch. 2 J, 22. />. 266. 

A. D. 361, 236, 363. 

A Violent peftilence laid wafle the grcatcfl part of the 
Roman empire during twelve years, from 249 to 263. 
Five thou fa nil pcrfons died of it in one day in Rome in 2O2. 
St. Dionyfius of Alexandria relates, that a cruel fodition and 
civil war had filled that city with murders and tumults ; io 
that it was fafcr to travel from the eaftern to the weftcm 
parts of the then known world, than to go from one ftrcet ol 
Alexandria to another. The peftilence fuccccded this iirf« 
fcourge, and with fuch violence, that there was not a fingfc 

Iioufc in that great city which entirely cfcaped it, or which h- lli 

not 
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not fome dead to mourn for. All places were filled with 
groans, and the living appeared almoft dead with fear. The 
jioifome exhalations of carcafes, and the very winds, which 
fliould have purified the air, loaded with infe£tion and peftilen- 
tial vapours from the Nile, increafed the evil. The fear of 
death rendered the heathens cruel towards their neareft rela- 
tions. As foon as any of them had catched the contagion, tho* 
their deareft friends, they avoided and fled from them as their 
greateft enemies. They threw them half dead into the ftreets, 
and abandoned them without fuccour ; they left their bodies 
without burial j fo fearful were they of catching that mortal 
diftemper, which however it was very difficult to avoid not- 
withstanding all their precautions. This ficknefs, which was the 
greateft of calamities to the pagans, was but an exercife and 
trial to the chriftians, who fhewed on that occaiion how con- 
trary the ipirit of charity is to the intereftednefs of fe If- love-. 
During the perfecutions of Decius, Gallus and Valerian, they 
durft not appear, but were obliged to keep their aflemblies in 
folitudes, or in fliips tofled on the waves, or in infecled prifons 
or the like places, which the fan&ity of our myfteries made 
venerable. Yet in the time of this publick calamity, moft of 
them regardlefs of the danger of their own lives in amfting 
others, vifited, relieved and attended the lick, and comforted 
the dying. They clofed their eyes, carried them on their fhoul- 
ders, laid them out, wafhed their bodies, and decently interred 
them, and foon after fhared the fame fate themfelves ; but 
thofe who furvived frill fucceeded to their charitable office. 
" Thus, adds St. Dionyfius, the beft of our brethren have 
" departed this life ; fome of the molt valuable both of 
" priefts, deacons and layicks ; and it is thought that this kind 
" of death ia in nothing different from martyrdom." And 
the Roman martyrology fays, the religious faith of pious 
chriftians honours them as martyrs. 



On the fame DAY" 



St. Proterius, patriarch of Alexandria, M. He was ordained 
prielt by St. Cyril, but oppofed Diofcorus his fuccc flour, on hi* 
patronizing Eutychcs, and giving into his crrours, notwith- 
standing his endeavour to gain him to his intereil, by making 
him archprieft and entruiling him with the care of his church;. 
Diofcorii3 being condemned and depofed by the council of 
Chaleedon, Proterius was elecled in his room, and was accord- 
ingly ordained and inftalled in 552. The people of Alexandria, 
famed for riots and tumults, then divided ; fome demanding the 

mum of Diofcorus, others fupporting Proterius, The factious 

party 
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party was headed by two vicious. ecclefiafticks, Timothy, furnamea 
Elurus, and Peter Mongus, whom the faint had canonically excom- 
municated. And fo great and frequent were the tumults and {edi- 
tions they raifed again ft him, that during the whole courfe of his 
pontificate he was never out of danger of falling a facrifice to the 
fchifmatica! party, regardlefs both of the imperial orders and 
deci/ions of the council of Chalcedon. In the height of one of 
thefe tumults Eiurus, having caufed himfelf to be ordained by two 
bilhops of his faction that had been formerly depofed, took pof~ 
feffion of the epifcopal throne, and was proclaimed by his party 
the fole lawful biihop of Alexandria. But being foon after driven 
out of the city by the imperial commander, this fo inflamed the 
Eutychian party, that their barefae'd attempts obliged the holy 
patriarch to take fancluary in the baptiftery adjoining to the church 
of St. Quirinus, where the fchifmatical rabble breaking in, they 
dtabbed him on Good-Friday in the year 557. Not content with 
this, they dragged his dead body through the whole city, cut it in 
pieces, burnt it, and fcattered the aihes in the air. The bifhops of 
Thrace, in a letter to the emperour Leo foon after his death, 
declared that they placed him among the martyrs, and hoped to 
find mercy through his interceilion. SanfiiJJimum Proterium i?i or dint 
£t thoro fanfiorutn mar ty rum ponunus, et ejus inter cejfionibus mifericordem 
4t propittum Deum nobis fieri foftulamus. Cone. T. 4. p. 907. 

SS. Rom anus and Lupicint/s, abbots. Romanus at 35 years of 
2ge left his relations, and retired into the forefts of mount Jura be- 
tween France and Switzerland, and fixed his abode at a place called 
Condate, where he found a fpot of ground fit for culture, and fomc 
trees which furnifhed him with a kind of wild fruit. Here he 
fpent his time in praying, reading, and labouring for his Tub- 
liftence. Lupicinus his brother came to him fometime after in 
company with others, who were followed by feveral more, drawn 
by the fame of the virtue and miracles of thefe two faints. Here 
they built the monaftcry of Condate, and fome others in that 
country 5 but that of Condate was the moil perfect. They governed 
it jointly and in great harmony tho 1 of different tempers ; Lupici- 
nus being rather more inclined to feverity of the two. St. Ro- 
rnanus died about the year 460. His brother fnrvived him almoft 
20 years, and practifed himfelf all thofe auftcritics which he 
enjoined others. He is honoured March, 21. 
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Saint OSWALD, Bifliop. 

From bis life wrote by Eadnier ; atfo from Florence of IVorcefler^ 
William of Mahnejbury^ and above all the elegant and accurate 
authour of the hiflory of Ramfey^ publifhed by the learned JUr. 
Gale, p. 385. 

A. D. 992. 

ST. Oswald was nephew to St. Odo archbifhop of Can- 
terbury, and to OfkiteJl bifhop, firft of" Dorchefrer, after- 
wards of York. He was educated by St. Odo, and made 
dean of Winchester j but patting into France took the mo- 
naftick habit at Fleury. Being recalled to ferve the church, 
he fucceeded St. Dunftan in the fee of Worcelter about the 
year 959. He fhone as a bright ftar in this dignity, and 
eftabliflied a monaftery of monks at Weftberry a village in his 
diocefe. He was employed by duke Aylwin in fuperintending 
his foundation of the great monaftery of Ramfey, in an ifland 
formed by marines and the river Oufe in Hun ting ton (hi re, in 
972. St. Ofwald was made archbifhop of York in 974, and 
he dedicated the church of Ramfey under the names of the 
Blefled Virgin, St. Benedict and all holy virgins. Nothing of 
this rich mitred abbey remains {landing except an old gate- 
houfe, and a neglected ftatue of the founder Aylwine, with 
keys and a ragged ftaff in his hand to denote his office ; for he 
was coufin to the glorious king Edgar, the valiant general of 
his armies, and the chief judge and magistrate of the kingdom, 
with the title of alderman of England, and half king as the 
liiftorian of Ramfey ufually Stiles him (a). St. Ofwald was 

aim oft 



(«) 7'hc titles among our 
Saxon anceflors were, E the ling-, 
prince of blood royal ; Chan- 
rellour, afliftant to the king in 
giving judgments; Alderman and 
Jvaldorman, governour or vice- 
roy. Provinces, cities, and fome- 
Uines Wapentakes had their 
•ddunnan to govern them, de- 



termine law-fuits, judge crimi- 
nals, fcrY. This oflice gave place 
to the title of Doric or Earl, 
which was Danifh, and eftablifli- 
ed by Canute, SherhTe was the 
deputy of the Alderman, chofen 
by him ; fat judge in fame courts 
in his j)lace, and faw Sentence 
executed ; whence lie was called 

Vice- 
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almoft always occupied in vifiting his diocefe, preaching with- 
out intermiffion and reforming abufes. He was a great en- 
Courager of learning and learned men. St. Dunftan obliged 
him to retain the fee of Worcefter with that of York. What- 
ever intermiflion his function allowed him he (pent it at St. 
Mary's, a church and momRery of Benedictines which he 
had built at Worcefter, where he joined with the monks in 
their monaftick exercifes. This church from that time became 
the cathedral*. The faint, to nourifh in his heart the fenti- 
ments of humility and charity, had every wheFe twelve poor 
perfons at his table, whom he ferved, and alfo warned and 
killed their feet. After having fat 33 years he. fell fick at St. 
Mary's in Worcefter, and having received the extreme- unction 
and Viaticum, continued in prayer, repeating often, " Glory 
<c be to the Father," &c. with which words he expired amidft 
his monks, on the 29th of February, 992, His body was 
taken up ten years after and enfhrin'd, by Adulph his fuc- 
ceflbur, and was illuftrated by miracles. It was afterwards 
tranflated to York on the 1 5th of October, which day was ap- 
pointed his principal feftival. 



Vice-comes.Thanes, i. e. fervants, 
were officers of the crown whom 
the king recompenfed with lands, 
fometirnes to defcend to their 
heirs. There were other lords 
of lands and vaflals who enjoyed 
the title of Thanes, which were 
diftinguilhed from the king's 
Thanes. The greater Thanes 
held lands of the king by knight's 
fervtce in chief, and were the 



immediate tenants of the king's 
eftates, in which they were fuc- 
ceeded by the Barons, which title 
was brought in by the Normans, 
and is rarely found before the 
conqueror. Ceorle (whence our 
word Churl) was a countryman, 
but a freeholder. Witan or 
Wites, /. e. Wifemen, were the 
magiitrates of cities, and lawyers. 
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St. DAVID, Archbifhop, Patron of 

Wales. 



Set his life by Gyraldus Cumbrenjis ; alfo Dr. Br own y Willis* 

JVharton > &c. 



Sixth Century. 

ST. David was (on of Xan tus, prince of Ceretica, now 
Cardiganshire. He was brought up in the fervice of God, 
and being ordained prieft retired into the Ifle of Wight, and 
embraced an afcetick life under the direction of Paulinas, a 
learned and holy man who had been a difciple of St. Ger- 
manus of Auxerre. He is faid by the fign of the crofs to 
have rcftored fight to his matter which he had loft by old age 
and cxcellive weeping in prayer. He ftudied a Jong time to 
prepare himfelf for the fundlions of the holy miniftry. At 
length coming out of his fbJitudc, like the Baptift out of the 
defert, he preached the word of eternal life to the Britons. He 
built a chapel at Glaftenbury, a place which had been confe- 
cratcd to the divine worfhip by the firft apoftles of this ifland. 
He founded twelve monafteries, the principal of which was in 
the Vale of Rofs, near Menevia, where he formed many great 
paftors and eminent fcrvants of God. By his rule he obliged 
a 'l his monks to afliduous manual labour in the fpirit of 
penance : he allowed them the ufe of no cattle to cafe them 
M their work in tilling the ground. They were never fuffercd 
tofpeak but on occafions of abfolute neccflity, and they never 
ttafcd to pray, at leaft mentally, during their labour. They 
pturaetl late in the day to the monaftery, to read, write and 
P r *y. Their food was only bread and vegetables with a little 

fait, 
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fait, and they never drank any thing better than a little milk 
mingled with water. After their repair, they fpent three hours 
In prayer and adoration ; then took a little reft, rofe at cock- 
crowing, and continued in prayer till they went out to work. 
Their habit was of the fkins of beafts. When any one peti- 
tioned to be admitted, he waited ten days at the door, during 
which time he was tried by harm words, repeated refufals^ 
and painful labours, that he might learn to die to himfelf, 
When he was admitted, he left all his worldly fubftance behind 
him, for the monaflery never received any thing on the fcore 
of admiflion. All the monks difcovered their moft fecret 
thoughts and temptations to their abbot. 

The Pelagian hercfy fpringing forth a fecond time in Bri- 
tain, the bifhops in order to fupprefs it, held a fynod at Brevy 
in Cardiganshire. Sr. David being invited to it went thither, 
and in that venerable aflembly confuted and fdenced the infer- 
nal monfter by his eloquence, learning and miracles. On the 
Jpot where this council was held a church was afterwards built 
called Llan-Devi-Brevi, or the church of St. David near die 

river Brevi. At the clofe of the fynod St. Dubritius the arch- 
bifhop of Caerleon refigned his fee to St. David, whole tears 
and oppofition were only to be overcome by the abfolutc com- 
mand of the fynod ; which however allowed him at his requeft 
the liberty to transfer his fee from Caerleon, then a populous 
city, to Menevia, now called St. David's, a retired place, 
formed by nature for folitude, being as it were almoft cut off 
from the reft of the ifland, tho' now an intcrcourfe is opened 
to it from Milford-Havcn. Soon after the former fynod another 
was aflembled by St. David, at a place called Victoria; in 
which the acls of the fir ft were confirmed, and feveral canons 
added, relating to difcipline, which were afterwards confirmed 
by the authority of the Roman church ; and thefe two fynods 
were, as it were, the rule and ftandard of the Britifli churches, 
As for St. David, Gyraldus adds that he was the great orna- 
ment and pattern of his age. He fpokc with great force and 
energy, but his example was more powerful than his eloquence; 
and he has in all fuccecding ages been the glory of the Brit ilk 
church. He continued in his laft fee many years ; and having 
founded feveral monasteries, and been the fpi ritual father oi 
many faints both Britifli and lrifh, died towards the latter end 
of the fixth century in a very advanced age. St. Kentigern - 
faw his foul borne up by angels into heaven. He was buried 
in his church of St. Andrew, which hath fince taken w 
name, with the town and the whole dioccfe. Near the church 
ftand feveral chapels, formerly reforted to with great devotion. 

The principal is that of St. Nun, mother of St. David, near 

which 
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which is a beautiful well ftill frequented by pilgrims. Another 
chapel is faered to St. Lily, furnamed Gwas-Dewy, that is, 
St. David's man ; for he was his beloved difciple, and com- 
panion in his retirement. He is honoured there on the 
third, and St. Nun, who lived and died the fpiritual mo- 
ther of many religious women, on the fecond of March. The 
three fir ft days of March were formerly holydays in South- 
Wales in honour of thefe three faints at prefent only the 
firft is kept a feftival throughout all Wales. John of Glaften- 
bury (1) informs us, that in the reign of king Edgar, in the 
year of Chrift 962, the relicks of St. David were tranflated 
with great folemnity from the Vale of Rofs to Glaftenbury, to- 
gether with a portion of the relicks of St. Stephen the 
Protomartyr. 

On the fame DAY 

St. Swidbert or Svvibert, B. C. He was an Englifh abbot 
on the borders of Scotland, and one of the twelve miflionaries who 
puffed into Germany with St. Willibrord. The number of converts 
in Frif eland was fo great that Swidbert was chofen bifhop, and con- 
secrated by St. Wilfrid in England. He afterwards converted great 
part of the Boructuarians, about Cologne ; but they being van- 
quifhed and difperfed by the Saxons, St. Swidbert received from 
king Pepin the gift of an ifle in the Rhine, in which he built 
the great monaftery called Keiferfvert, that is, Ifle of the empe- 
rour, in which he prepared himfelf for his laft hour by the molt 
perfect practices of penance. He died on the firft of March in 
713. He muft not be confounded with the nrft bifhop of Ver- 
den whofe name was alfo Swidbert. 

St. Albinus, bifhop of Angers, C. He was of an ancient and 
noble family in Britany, and from his childhood was fervent in. 
every exercife of piety. He ardently fighed after the happinefs 
which a devout foul finds in being perfectly difengaged from all 
earthly things. Having embraced the monaftick ftate at Cincil- 
lac, called afterwards Tintillant, he flione a perfect, model of 
virtue, efpecially of prayer, watching, univerfal mortification of 
the fenfes, and obedience, living as if in all things he had been 
without any will of his own. At the age of thirty-five years he was 
chofen abbot, in 504, and twenty-five years afterwards, bifhop of 
Angers. He every where rcltored difcipline, being inflamed with 
an holy zeal for the honour of God. His dignity feemed to make 
no alteration either in his mortifications, or in the conflant recol- 
lection of his foul. He died on the firfl of March in 549. His 
relicks are preferved in the church which has long borne his name 
in Angers. He was honoured by many miracles both in his life- 
time and after his death. Several are related in his life written 
hy h'ortunatus bifhop of Poitiers, who came to Angers to celebrate 
hie fellival (even years after his deceafe ; alfo by St. Gregory of 

1 ours, (1. de Glor. Confeff. c. 96,) 

Von. I. C c MARC H 

(1) In his ITiflory of Glaftenbury, p. 130, publifhed by Mr. 
Ihoma Hearne in 1726, 
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Martyrs under the Lombards. 

From SU Gregory? Dial. I. 3. c. 26. 27. T. 2. p. 337. 

Sixth Age. 

THE Lombards, a barbarous idolatrous nation which 
fwarmed out of Scandinavia and Pomerania, fettled firft 
in the countries now called Auflria and Bavaria ; and a few 
years after, about the middle of the fixth century, broke into 
the north of Italy. In their ravages about the year 597, they 
attempted to compel forty hufbandmen, whom they had made 
captives, to eat meats which had been offered to idols. The 
faithful fervants of Chrifr, conftantly refuting to comply, were 
all maflacred. Such meats might, in fome circumftances, have 
been eaten without fin, but not when this was exacted out of 
a motive of fuperftition. The fame barbarians endeavoured to 
oblige another company of captives to adore the head of a goat 
which was their favourite idol, and about which they walked, 
finging, and bending their knees before it ; but the chriftians 
chofe rather to die than purchafe their lives by offending God, 
They are faid to have been about 400 in number. 

On the fame DAY 

St. Ceadda, or Chad. He was the fifth bifhop of the Mer- 
cians, and firft fixed his fee at Litchfield, or the FUU of Car uifth 
lb called from a great number of martyrs flain and buried there under 
Maximianus Herculeus. The town bears for its arms a landicav* 
covered with martyrs. St. Chad had been firfl. appointed by 
hife elder brother, St. Cedd, abbot of his monaflery of LeUingay, 
In the mountains of the Deiri, that is, the Woulds of Yorkshire. 
He was afterwards bifliop of York, but with admirable hium* 
lity refigncd that dignity upon the reltoration of St. Wilfrid. A* 
often as it thundered, he went to the church and prayed all the 
time proftratc, in remembrance of die dreadful day in which Chrro 
will come to judge the world. Pie governed his dioccfc of Litch- 
field two years and a half, and died in the great peftilence, on the 

2d of March, in 673, being invited to blifr by angels with heavenly 

iniuicJ>» 
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inqlick. — See Becje L 3. c. 28. 1. 4. c. 3. His relicks remained 
in the cathedral at the change of religion. 

Alfo, S. Simplicius, Pope C. He was the ornament of the 
Roman clergy under SS. Leo and Hilarius, and fucceeded the*latter 
in the pontificate in 497. He was raifed by God to comfort and 
fuppert his church amidit the greatelt ftorms, All the provinces of 
the weftern empire, out of Italy, were fallen into the hands of barba- 
rians, infecled for the greateft part with idolatry or Arianifm. The 
ten laft emperours during twenty years wereVather fhadows of power 
than fovereigns, and in the 8th year of the pontificate of Simplicius, 
Rome itfelf fell a prey to foreigners. Salvian, a learned priefr, of 
Marfeilles in 440, wrote an elegant book On Di*vine Providence, in 
which he fhews that thefe calamities were a juft chaflifement of the 
fins of the chriilians ; faying, that if the Goths were perfidious, and 
the Saxons cruel, they were however both remarkable for their chafti- 
ty ; as the Franks were for humanity, tho' addicted to lying : and 
that tho' thefe barbarians were impious, they had not fo perfect a 
knowledge of fin, nor confequently were fo criminal as thofe whom 
God chaitifed by them. The diforders of the Roman Hate paved the 
way for this revolution. Exceflive taxes were levied in the moll: arbi- 
trary ways. The gover hours opprefs'd the people at difcretion, 
and many were obliged to take ihelter among the barbarians : fop 
the Bagaudes, Franks, Huns, Vandals, and Goths raifed no taxes 
upon their fubjects : on which account nations once conquered by 
them were afraid of falling again under the Roman yoke, prefer- 
ring what was called flavery to the empty name of liberty. Italy, 
by oppreflions and the ravages of barbarians, was left almofl: a de- 
fert without inhabitants ; and the imperial armies confilted chiefly 
of barbarians, hired under the name of auxiliaries, as the Sueyi; 
Alans, Heruli, Goths, and others. Thefe foon faw their rnalters 
were in their power. The Heruli demanded one third of the lands of 
Italy, and, upon refufal, chofe for their leader Odoacer, one of the 
loweft extraction, but a tall, refolute, and intrepid man, then an offi- 
cer in the guards, and an Arian heretick, who was proclaimed Icing 
at Rome in 476. He put to death Oreftes, who was regent of the 
empire for his fon Augultulus whom the fenatc had advanced to the 
imperial throne. The young prince had only reigned eight months, 
and his great beauty is the only thing mentioned of him. Odoacer 
fpared his life, and appointed him a falary of 6000 pounds of gold, 
and permitted him to live at full liberty near Maples. Pope Sim* 
plicius was wholly taken up in comforting and relieving the affliclcd, 
and in lowing the feeds of the catholick faith among the barba- 
rians. 

The'Eafl: gave his zeal no lefs employment and concern. Zeno, 
Ton and fuccerTour to Leo the Thracian, favoured the Eutychians. 
Bafilifcus his admiral, who on expelling him ufurped the imperial 
throne in 476, and held it two years, was a molt furious fticklcr for 
that hcrcfy. Zeno was no catholick, though not a ftanch Eutychian; 
Wid having recovered the empire pubJifhM, in 482, his famous decrea 
of unio , j called the Hcnoticon, which explained the faith ambigu- 
ity* neither admitting nor condemning the council of CJulcedon. 

£c 2 Fct«r 
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Peter Cnapheus, (that is, the Dyer), a violent Eutychian, was made by 
the hereticks patriarch of Antioch ; and Peter Mongus, one of the 
moft profligate of men, that of Alexandria. This latter publifhed the 
Henoticon, but exprefly refufedto anathematize the council of dial- 
cedon ; on which account the rigid Eutychians feparated themfelves 
from his communion, and were called Acephali, or, without a head. 
Acacius, the patriarch of Conftantinople, received the fentenceof 
St. Simplicius againft Cnapheus, but fupported Mongus againft him 
and the catholick church, promoted the Henoticon, and was a no- 
torious changeling, double-dealer, and artful hypocrite, who often 
made religion ferve his own private ends. St. Simplicius at length 
excommunicated him, and redoubled his zeal to maintain the holy 
faith, which he faw betrayed on every fide, whilfl the patriarchal 
fees of Alexandria and Antioch were occupied by furious wolves, 
and there was not one catholick king in the whole world. The 
emperour meafured every thing by his paificn*, and human views. 
St. Simplicius having fat 15 years, 1 1 months, and 6 days, went to 
receive the reward of his labours in 483. He was buried in St. 
Peter's on the 2d of March. 

Charles the Good, earl of Flanders. He was fon of St. Ca- 
nutus king of Denmark, and of Alice of Flanders. Baldwin the 
feventh, earl of Flanders, dying in 11 19, left him his heir by will, 
on account of his extraordinary valour and merit. The young earl 
was a perfect model of all virtues, efpecially devotion, charity, and 
humility. Among his friends and courtiers, he loved thofe bert who 
admoniflied him of his faults the moft freely. He frequently ex- 
haufted his treafury on the poor, and often gave the clothes off his 
back to be fold for their relief. He ferved them with his own 
hands, and diflributed clothes and bread to them in all places where 
he came. It was obferved that in Ipres he gave away, in one day, 
110 lefs than feven thoufand eight hundred loaves. He took care for 
their fake to keep the price of corn and provifions always low, and 
he made w hoi Tome laws to protect them from the oppremons of the 
great. This exafperated Bertulf, who had tyrannically ufurped the 
provoltlhip of St. Donatian's in Bruges, and his wicked powerful 
relations, the great oppreflbrs of their country. The holy earl went 
every morning barefoot to perform his devotions early before the 
altar of the blefled Virgin in St. Donatian's church. Going thi- 
ther one day, he was informed of a confpiracy, but anfwercd : " We 
™ are always furrounded by dangers, but we belong to God. If it 
«' be his will, can we die in a better caufc than that of juftice and 
*< truth ?" Whilil he was reciting the penitential pfalms before the 
altar, the confpirators rufhing in, his head was cloven by Fromold 
Uorchard, nephew to Bertulf in 1124. Itorchard was broke alive 
on the wheel, and Bertulf was hung on a rack at Ipres, and expofed 
on it to be torn by furious dogs, and at length was ftoned to death 
by beggars whilfl he remained on that enginp. — Sec the life of this 
good earl by Walter, archdeacon of Tcroiicnnc, by Gualbert fyn- 
dick of Bruges, and by ylihioth, a monk of Canterbury and Danifh 
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miflionary at that time. See alfo Molanus and Miraius in tneir 
inartyrolouics. 
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St. CUNEGUN D A 7 Emprefs. 



From her life written by a canon of B amber in the Bollandi/ls. 

A. D. 1040. 

ST. Cunegunda was the daughter of Stgefricle the firft 
count of Luxemburgh, and Hadefwige his pious wife. 
They infilled into her from her cradle the mod tender fen- 
timents of piety, and married her to St. Hemy, Duke of 
Bavaria, who, upon the death of the emperour Otho III, 
was chofen king of the Romans, and crowned at Mentz on 
the 6th of June, 1002. She was crowned at Paderborn on St. 
Laurence's day, on which occafion {he made great prefents to 
the churches of that city. In the year 10 14, fhe went with 
her hufband to Rome, and received the imperial crown with 
him from the hands of pope Benedict VIII. She had, by St. 
Henry's content before her marriage, made a vow of virginity. 
Calumniators afterwards accufed her to him of freedoms with 
other men. The holy emprefs, to remove the fcandal of fuch a 
flander, trufting in God the protector of innocence, in proof 
of hers, walked over red hot plow-mares without being hurt. 
The emperour condemned his too fcrupulous fears and credu- 
lity, and made her ample amends. They lived from that 
time in the ftriitefl: union of hearts, confpiring to promote 
in every thing God's honour, and the advancement of piety. 

Going once to make a retreat in HeiTe, flic fell dangcroufly ill, 
and made a vow to found a mon after v, if flic recovered, in » 
place then called Capungen, now Kaftungcn, near Caflel, which 
fhe executed in a ftately manner, and gave it to nuns of the Or- 
der of St. Benedict. Before it was iinifh'd St. Henry died, in 1024. 
She earncftly recommended his foul to the prayers of others, 
cfpecially to her dear nuns, and exprefs'd her longing defire of 
joining them. She had already cxhauftcd her treafures and her 
patrimony in founding bifliopricks and mon after ics, and in re- 
lieving the poor. Whatever was rich or magnificent flic 
thought better fuited churches than her palace. She had there- 

Cc 3 fore 
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fore little now left to give. But ftill thirfting to embrace per- 
fect evangelical poverty, and to renounce all to ferve God 
without ooftacle, on the anniverfary day of her hufband's death, 
in 1025, (he aflembled a great number of prelates to the dedi- 
cation of her church of Kaffungen ; and after the gofpel was 
fung at mafs, offered on the altar a piece of the true Crofs, and 
then put off her imperial robes, and clothed herfelf with a poor 
habit : her hair was cut off, and the bifhop put on her a veil, 
and a ring as the pledge of her fidelity to her heavenly fpoufe. 
After fhe was confecrated to God in religion, fhe feemed en- 
tirely to forget that fhe had been emprefs, and behaved as the 
laft in the houfe, being perfuaded that fhe was fo before God. 
See feared nothing more than whatever could bring to her mind 
the remembrance of her former dignity. She prayed and read 
much, worked with her hands, abhorred the leaft appearance 
of worldly nicety, and took a fingular pleafure in vifiting and 
comforting the fick. Thus fhe palTed the fifteen laft years of 
her life, never fuffering the leaft preference to be given her 
above any one in the community. Her mortifications at length 
reduced her to a very weak condition, and brought on her laft 
iicknefs. Her monaftery and the whole city of CafTel were 
grievoufly afflicted at the thought of their approaching lofs ; fhe 
alone appeared without concern, lying on a coarfe hair-cloth 
ready to give up the ghoft, whilft the prayers of the agoniz- 
ing were read by her fide. Perceiving they were preparing a 
cloth fringed with gold to cover her corpfe after her death, fhe 
changed colour, and ordered it to be taken away j nor could 
file be at reft till fhe was promifed fhe fhould be buried as a 
poor religious in her habit. She died on the 3d of March 1040. 
Her body was carried to Bamberg, and buried near that of 
her hufband. Her relicks ftill remain in the fame church. She 
was folemnly canonized by Innocent III. in 1200. The au- 
thour of her life relates many miracles wrought at the tomb, or 
by the interceftion, of this holy virgin and widow. 

On the fame DAY 

SS. Marinus and Asterus, MM. St. Marinus was a perfon 

remarkable both for his wealth and family at Cxfarea in Palcl- 

tine, about the year 772, and was in courfe to fuccced to the place 

of a centurion, which was vacant, and about to obtain it; when 

another came up and faid, that according to the laws Marinus could 

not have that poll, on account of his being; a chriilian. Acliieus the 

govornour of Palcftinc, afked Marinus if he was a chriilian ; who 

anfwered in the affirmative: whereupon the judge gave him thrcr 

hours fpace to confidcr whether he would abide by his anfwer. 

or recall it. Theoteenus, the bifhop of that city, being infdnncp 

©f the affair, came to him when withdrawn from the tribunal, 

and 
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and taking ham by the hand led him to the church. Here, point- 
no- to the fword which he wore, and then to a book of the gof- 
pels, afked him which of the two he made his option. Marinus, 
inanfwer to the query, without the leaft hefitation ilretched out his 
right hand, and laid hold of the facred book. " Adhere tfedfaftly 
•< then to God, fays the biihop, and he will Strengthen you, and 
" you mail obtain what you have chofen. Depart in peace. " Be- 
ing fu mm oned again before the judge, he profeiTed his faith with 
greater refolution and alacrity than before, and was immediately 
led away j uft as he was, and beheaded. St. Afterus, or Afturius, 
a Roman fenator, in great favour with the emperours, and well 
known to all on account of his birth and great eftate, being 
prefent at the martyrdom of St. Marinus, though he was richly 
drefled took away the dead body on his flioulders, and having 
fumptuoufly adorned it, gave it a decent burial. Thus far the afts 
in Ruinart. Rufinus adds, that he was beheaded for this action. 
— See Euf. hill. 1. 7. c. 15. 16. 17. 

SS. EMETERIUS and CHELI- 

DONIUS MM. 

From Sf. Prudentius dc Cor. hymn, 1. 

THEY were foldiers of diftinguifhed merit In the Roman 
army in Spain, and fufTered martyrdom at Calahorra, 
but it is not known in what perfecution. Their courage and 
chearfulnefs feemed to increafe with their fharpeft torments, and 
to them fires and fwords feemed fweet ?nd agreeable- St. Pru- 
dentius fays that the perfecutors burned the adts of their martyr- 
dom, envying us the hiftory of fo glorious a triumph. He adds, 
that their feftival was kept in Spain with great devotion by all 
ranks of people ; that ftrangers came in devout pilgrimages to 
vifit their relicks, praying to thefe patrons of the world ; a*id that 
none poured forth their pure prayers to them who were not 
heard and their tears dried up ; tfc For, fays he, they imme- 
" diately hear every petition, and carry it to the car of tjhc 
" eternal king." 

On the fame DAY 

St. Winwaloc, abbot. He was a Briti/h nobleman who led an 
eremitical life in his own country, till the ilorms which over- 
whelmed it, obliged him to feelc a harbour in which he might 
fcrvc God in peace. Pafling into Britany he founded the great mo- 
nailery of Landevenec over againit Brett. His food was barley 
bread mixed with afhee, or mail and herbs mixed. On Saturdays 

C c 4 and 



3*6 St C A S I M I R: - March 4 ; 

and Sundays he added a little fifli or cheefe. In Lent he eat only 
twice a week. His bed was made of the rough bark of treei. 
From twenty years of age till his death he never fat in the church* 
but always prayed either kneeling, or (landing unmoved in the 
fame pofture, with his hands lifted up to heaven. His prayer ei- 
ther vocal or mental, was continual, and lb fervent that he fecmed 
to forget that he lived in a mortal body. He died on the third or 
March, about the year 529, in a very advanced age. His body was 
buried in his own church, which he had built of wood. His re- 
licks were removed for fear of the Normans, and are now part in 
St. Peter's at Ghent, and part at Montreuil in Picardy, where he \% 
honoured as patron. He is called by the French St. Waloy. — Sec 
his moft ancient life in Bollandus and Baillet j that in Surius is not 
genuine. 
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St. CAS I MIR, Prince of Poland. 

From his life compiled by the pope's legate in Poland? thirty fx 
years after his death ; and an authentic/: relation of his miracles : 
both in the Bollandijh. 

A. D. 1482. 

ST. Casimjr was the third fon among the thirteen children 
of Cafimir III. king of Poland, and of Elizabeth of Au- 
ftria, daughter to the empcrour Albert II. He was born in 
1458. From his childhood he was remarkably pious and de- 
vout His preceptor was John Dhigofs, called .Longinus, canon 
of Cracow, a man of extraordinary learning and piety, who 
conftantly refufed all bifhopricks, and other dignities of the 
church and ftate which were prefled upon him. Uladiflas, 
the cldcft fon, defied king of Bohemia, Cafimir and the 
other princes were fo afFef tionately attached to this holy man, 
that they could not bear to be fepa rated from him. But 
Cafimir profited jnofl by his pious maxims and example. He 
confecrated the flower of his ace to the excrciles of do- 
votion and penance, and had a horronr of that foftnefs aiui 
magnificence which feign in courts. His clothes were very 
plain, and under them he wore a hairiliirt. His bed was fro 

ijuently the grouud, and lie (pent a conliderablc part of t\w 
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flight in prayer and meditation, chiefly on the paJfion of our 
Saviour. He often went out in the night to pray before the 
church doors ; and in the morning waited before them till 
they were opened to aflift at mattins. • By living always under 
a feme of the divine prefence he remained perpetually united to, 
and abforpt in, his Creator, maintained an uninterrupted chear- 
fulnefs of temper, and was mild and affable to all. He re- 
fpe&ed the leaft ceremonies of the church : every thing that 
tended to promote piety was dear to him. He was particularly 
devout to the paflion of our blefled Saviour, the very thought 
of which excited him to tears and threw him into tranfports of 
love. He was no lefs pioufly affected towards the facrifice of 
the altar, at which he always aflifted with fuch reverence and 
attention that he feemed in raptures. And as a mark of his 
fingular devotion to the Blefled Virgin, he compofed, or at 
leait frequently recited the long hymn that bears his name, a 
copy of which was, by his defire, buried with him. His Jove for 
Jefus Chrifr. fhewed itfelf in his regard for the poor, who arc 
his members, to whofe relief he applied whatever he had, and 
employed his credit with his father and his brother Uladiflas, 
king of Bohemia, to procure them fuccour. His companion 
made him feel in himfelf the afflictions of every one. 

The Palatines and other nobles of Hungary diftatisfied with 
Matthias, their king, begged the king of Poland to allow them 
to place his fon Caiimir on the throne. The faint, then only 
fifteen years of age, was very unwilling to confent : but in 
compliance with his father's will he went at the head of a large 
army to the frontiers. There hearing that Matthias had formed 
an army of fixtecn thoufand men to defend him, and that all 
differences were accommodated between him and his people, and 
that pope Sixtus IV. had fent an embafly to divert his father 
from that expedition, he joyfully returned, having with diffi- 
culty obtained his father's confent fo to do. However, as his 
dropping this project was difagrceablc to the king his father, not 
to incrcafehis affliction by appearing before him, he did not go 
directly to Cracow, but retired to the cattle of Dobzki, three 
miles from that city, where he continued three months in the 
practice of penance. The twelve years he lived after this he 
fpent in la notifying himfelf in the fame manner as he had done 
before. He obferved to the laft an untainted chaftity, not- 
withftanding the advice of phyficians who excited him to marry. 
Having foretold his laft hour, and prepared himfelf for it by 
redoubling his excrcifes of piety, and receiving the facranicnts 
ol the church, he made a happy end at Vilna, the capital of 
Lithuania, on the fourth of March 1402, being twenty-three 

years and five mouths old- He was buried in the church of 

Su 
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St. Staniflaus.- So many were the miracles wrought by his in- 
terceflion, that Swiecicki, a canon of Vilna, wrote a whole 
volume of them from good memoirs, in 1604. He was ca- 
nonized by pope Leo X. whofe legate in Poland, ZacbaryFe- 
rier, Wrote the faint's life. His body and all the rich fluffs 
it was wrapped in, were found quite entire, and exhaling a 
fweet fmell 120 years after his death, notwithstanding the ex- 
ceflive moifture of the vault. It is honoured in a large rich 
chapel of marble, built on purpofe in that church. St. Cafimir 
is the patron of Poland, and feveral other places, and is pro- 
pofed to youth as a particular pattern of purity. His original 
picture is to be feen in his chapel in St. German des Prez in 
Paris, built by John Cafimir, king of Poland, the laft of the 
family of Waza, who renouncing his crown retired to Paris, 
and died abbot of St. Germain's. 



St. LUCIUS, Pope and Martyr. 

From Euf. I. 7. c. 2. and St. Cyprian* s letters. Ttllem. T. 4. p. 
118. and Pagiy Ceiller > T. 3. p. 118. Pearfon^ AnnaL Cyprian^ 

h 3»- 33- 

A. D. 253. 

ST. Lucius was a Roman by birth, and one of the clergy 
of that church under SS. Fabian and Cornelius. This lat- 
ter being crowned with martyrdom, in 252, St. Lucius fucceed- 
cd him in the pontificate. The emperour Gallus having renew- 
ed the perfecution of his predecefibr Decius, at leaft in Rome, 
this holy pope was no fooner placed in the chair of St. Peter, 
but was banifhed with feveral others, though to what place is 
uncertain. " Thus, fays St. Dionyfius of Alexandria, did Gal- 
f c lus deprive himfclf of the fuccour of heaven, by expelling thofe 
f c who every day prayed to God for his peace and profperity." 1 
St. Cyprian wrote to St. Lucius, to congratulate him both on . 
i his promotion, and for the grace of fuffering banifliment for , 
Chrift. Our faint had been but a fliort time in exile, when he ; 
was recalled, with his companions, to the incredible joy of his 
people, who went out of Rome in crowds to meet him. &£• 
Cyprian wrote to him a fecond letter of congratulation on this 

Occalioii (1). He fays, " he had riot loft the dignity of mar- 

" tyrtlum 

(1) Ep. 5S. Pamclio.— 61 Folio, p. 272* 
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«< tyrdom becaufe he had the will, as the three children in the 
ic furnace, though preferved by God from death: this glory 
« added a new dignity to his priefthood, that a biffiop afliftecl 
u a t God's altar who exhorted his flock to martyrdom by his 
« own example as well as by his words. By giving fuch 
" graces to his paftors, God fhewed where his true church 
« was : for he denied the like glory of fuffering to the Nova- 
« tian hereticks. The enemy of Chrift only attacks the fdl* 
" diers of Chrift : hereticks he knows to be already his own, 
" and pafles them by. He feeks to throw down thofe who 
k ftand againft him." He adds in his own name and that of 
hiscollegues : cc We do not ceafe in our Sacrifices and prayers 
< 6 (in facrijiciis et orationihus no/iris) to God the Father, and to 
« Chrift his Son, our Lord, giving thanks and praying toge- 
" ther, that he who perfects all may confummate in you the 
« glorious crown of your confeflion, who perhaps has only 
« recalled you that your glory might not be hidden ; for the 
« victim, which owes his brethren an example of virtue and 
iC faith, ought to be facrificed in their pretence." 

St. Cyprian in his letter to pope Stephen avails himfelf of the 
authority of St. Lucius againft the Novatian hereticks, as hay- 
ing decreed againft them, that thofe who were fallen were not 
to be denied reconciliation and communion, but to be abfolved 
when they had done penance for their fin. Eufebius fays, he 
did not fit in the pontifical chair above eight months ; and he 
feems from the chronology of St. Cyprian's letters, to have fat 
only five or fix, and to have died on the fourth of March, in 
253, under Gallus, though we know not in what manner. 
The moft ancient calendars mention him on the fifth of 
March, others with the Roman oh the fourth, which feems to 
have been the day of his death, as the fifth that of his burial. 
His body was found in the Catacombs, and laid in the church 
of St. Cecily in Rome, where it is now expofed to publick ve- 
neration by the order of Clement VIII. 

(2) Ep. 67. Pamelio,— 68 Fello in Ed. Oxon. 
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St, ADRIAN of Paleftine, Martyr, 

■ 

From Eufebius's hi/lory of the martyrs of Palefiiyie^ c. 11. p. 

A. D. 309. 

I N the feventh year of Dioclefian's persecution, continued 
by Galerius Maximianus, when Firmilian, the moft bloody 
governour of Paleftine, had ftained Caefarea with the blood of 
many illuftrious martyrs, Adrian and Eubulus came out of the 
country called Magantia to Caefarea, in order to viilt the holy 
confeflbrs there. At the gates of the city they were afked, as 
others were, whither they were going and upon what errand, 
They ingenuoufly con felled the truth, and were brought before 
the.prefident, who ordered them to be tortured, and their fides 
to be torn with iron hooks, and then condemned them to be 
txpofed to wild beafts. Two days after, when the pagans at 
Caefarea celebrated the feftival of the publick genius, Adrian 
was expofed to a lion, and not being difpatched by that beaft, 
but only mangled, was at length killed by the fword. Eubulus 
was treated in the fame manner, two days later. The judge 
offered him his liberty if he would facrifice to idols ; but the 
faint preferred a glorious death, and was the laft that fuffered 
in this perfecution at Caefarea, which had now continued twelve 
years under three fucceflivc governours, Flavian, Urban and 
Firmilian. Divine vengeance purfuing the cruel Firmilian, he 
was that fame year beheaded for his crimes by the emperour's 
©rder, as his predeceflbr Urban had been two years before. 
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St CHRODEGANG, Bifliop of 

Metz, Confeflbr. 



From Paul the Deacon, I. 2. de Gejt. Longoh c. 16. Henfchenius^ 

P- 453- 

A. D. 766. 

THIS faint, nobly born in Brabant, was educated in the 
abbey of St. Tron, and for his great learning and virtue 
was made referendary, chancelJour of France, . and prime ml- 
nifter by Charles Martel mayor of the French palace, in 737. 
He was always meanly clad from his youth ; he macerated his 
body by faffing, watching and hair-cloths, and allowed his 
fenfes no fuperfluous gratifications of any kind. His charity to 
all in diftrefs feemed to know no bounds : he fupported an in- 
credible number of poor, and was the prote&or and father of 
orphans and widows. After the death of Charles Martel he 
was chofen bifhop of Metz. Prince Pepin, the fon and fuc- 
cefFour of Charles, would not confent to his being ordained but 
on the condition that he fhould ftill continue at the helm of 
theftate. Chrodegang always retained- the fame fweetnefs, hu- 
mility, recolle&ion and fimpiicity in his behaviour and drefs. 
Pope Stephen III. being opprefled by the Lombards, took re- 
fuge in France. Chrodegang went to conduct him over the 
Alps, and king Pepin was no fooner informed that he had 
paired thefe mountains in his way to France, but he fent 
Uiarles, his eldeft fon, to accompany him to Pont-yon, in 
Uiampaignc, where the king was to receive him. The pope 



tang three miles diftant from that city, the king came to meet 
Jiim, and having joined him alighted from his horfe, and pro- 
"fated himfclf, as did the queen, his children and the lords of 
us court; and the king walked fomc time by the fide of his 
worfe to do him honour, The pope retired to the monaftery 
7 bt * Dcnys. ; and king Pepin in the year 754, fent St. Chro- 
flc gang on an embafly to Aftulph, king of the Lombards, 

fraying him QUt of rcfpgft to the holy apoftles not to commit 

any 
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any hoftilities againft Rome, nor to oblige the Romans to fu„ 
perflations contrary to their laws, and to reftore the towns which 
fie Ifa.d taken from, the holy fee ; but this embafly was without ? 
effect. The faint, in 755, converted the chapter of fecular* 
canons of his cathedral into a regular community, in which he^ 
was imitated by many othet churches. He cpmpofed for his re- 3 
gular canons a rule, confifting of thirty-four articles. In the firft .] 
he lays down humility for the foundation of all the reft (1). He 1 
^liggd -tfHe canon§ ioj cprifefs at leaft twice a year to the - bi- \ 
ftop, -before the beginning of Advent and Lent (2)/ But thele J 
churches, even that of Mete, have again fecularized them- 1 
felves. The faint built and endowed the monafteries of St, f 
Peter, that of Gorze, and a third in the diocefe of Worms, I 
^called Laurifharri. He died on the fixth of March, in 766,.] 
and was buried at Gorze, to which by his will which is ftili 1 
extant, he demifed feveral eftates. He is named in the French I 
and Belgick martyrologies. 1 

I 

B* CO LETT E, Virgin and AbbefJ 

* 4 m 

m 
M 

FronUiiK life written hy her confejfor^ Pete?' de Vaux^ and Helpt m 
. ■ Hift. desOrd Relig. T. 7. p. 98. Mtr<zus y &c. 1 

* * * i 

9 

A, D. 144, I 

/^OLETTE BOILET, a carpenter's daughter, was! 

%±A born at Corbie, in Picardy, in 1380. Her parents out of 1 

devotion to St. Nicholas, gave her the name of Colette, the! 

diminutive of Nicholas. She was brought up in the love of J 

hurniHatipn3. and aufterlties. Her defire to preferve her purity 1 

without the leaft blemifh made her avoid as much as pofljblc 1 

all company, even of perlbns of her own fex, unlcfs it was 1 

fometimes to draw them from the love of the world by her 1 

moving difcourfes, which were attended with a ftngular blefliug 1 

from, almighty God, Humility was her darling virtue, and I 

her gceatcft delight feemed to be in feeing herfelf contemned. 1 

She was fo Cull, of confufion at her own miferies and bafenefs, j 

and was fo contemptible in her own eyes, tha* fhe was afhamed J 

to appear before any one, placed herfelf far below the grcateft 1 

firinbrs, and ftudied by all forts of humiliations to prevent the 1 

leaft motion of fecret pride or fclf-conceit in her heart. She 1 

fervco J 

(O.Ch. 14. I 

' " I 

(2) See tlic other regulations In Fleury, &cj 1 
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ferved the poor and the Tick with an affection that charmed and 
comforted them. She lived in Uriel: folitude in a fmall, poor, 
abandoned apartment in her father's houfe, and fpent her time 
there in manual labour and prayer. Being very beautiful, fhe 
begged of God to change her complexion, and her face became 
f 0 pale and thin that Ihe could fcarce be known for the fame 
perfon. Yet a certain majefty of virtue mining in her counte- 
nance gave her charms conducive to the edification of others 
by the fweetnefs, modefty, and air of piety and divine love dis- 
cernible in her looks. Her parents, who though poor, were 
virtuous, and exceeding charitable according to their abilities, 
and ..year peacemakers among their neighbours, feeing her 
directed by the fpirit of God, a.i tawed her full liberty in her 
devotions. After their death [he diftributed the Jirtle they left 
her among the poor, and retired among the , Beguines, de- 
vout focieties of women, eirablifhed in feveral parts of Flanders, 
Picardy, and Lorrain, who maintain themfejves by the work ' 
of their hands, leading a middle kind of life between the fe* 
cular and religious, but make no folemn vows. Not finding 
this way of life auftere enough, fhe by her cpnfeflbr's advice 
took the habit of the third Order of St. Francis, called the 
Penitents ; and three years after, that of the Clares, with the 
view of reforming that Order and reducing it to its primitive 
aufterity. 

Peter de Luna, who was acknowledged pope by tfte Freijcfo 
under the name of Benedict XIII. conftituted. her fuperiorefs- 
general of the whole Order of St. Clare, witfr full . power to 
eftablifh in it whatever regulations Ihe thought conducive to 
God's honour and the falvation of others. . She attempted to 
revive the primitive rule and fpirit of St. Francis in the cpnr 
vents of the diocefes of Paris, Beauvais, Noyon and Amiens : 
but met with the moft violent qppofition, and was treated as a 
fanatick. She received all injuries with joy, and was not dif- 
couraged by human difficulties. Some time after Ihe met with 
a more favourable reception in Savoy, and her reformation be- 
gan to take root there, and paflcd thence into Burgundy, 
•France, Flanders and Spain. Many ancient houfes received 
it, that of Befanzon heing the firft, and flic lived to erect feven- 
teen new ones. Several houfes of Francifcan friars received 
the fame. But Leo X in 1517, by a fpecial bull, united all 
the different reformations of the Francifcans, under the name 
of Obfcrvan tines : and thus the diftin&ion of Colettines is cx- 
tinft. So great was her love for poverty in imitation of that 
of Chrift, that fhe never put on fo much as fandals, going al- 
ways barefoot, and would have no churches or convents, but 

What were finall and mean. Her habit was not only of moft 

coarfc 
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coarfe fluff, but made of above a hundred patches fewed tocre. 
ther. She continually inculcated to her nuns the denial of their 
own wills in all things, as Chrift from his firft to his laft breath 
did the will of his heavenly Father : faying, that all felf-will 
was the broad way to hell. The facred paffion of Chrift was 
the fubject of her conftant meditation : On Fridays, from fix 
in the morning till fix at night, fhe continued in this medita- 
tion without eating or doing any other thing but referrino- 
all her thoughts and affections to it with a flood of tears ; 
alfo during the Holy -Week, and whenever fhe a/fifted at 
mafs : fhe often fell into extafies when fhe confidered it. She 
Clewed a particular refpecl: to the holy Crofs ; but above all to 
Chrift prefent in the blefTed eucharift, when fhe appeared in 
raptures of adoration and love. She often purified her confcience 
by facramental confeilion before fhe heard mafs, to affift there- 
at with the greater purity of foul. Her zeal made her daily to 
pour forth many fervent prayers for the converfion of finners, 
and alfo for the fouls in purgatory, often with many tears. Be- 
ing feized with her laft licknefs in her convent at Ghent, file 
received the facraments of the church, foretold her death, and 
happily expired in her fixty-feventh year, on the fixth of March 
in 1447- Her body is expofed to veneration in the church of 
that convent called Bethlem, in Ghent. She was never cano- 
nized, nor is flie named in the Roman martyrology : but 
Clement VIII. Paul V. Gregory XIII. and Urban VIII. have 
approved of an office in her honour for the whole Francifcan 
Order, and certain cities. Her body was taken up at Ghent, 
in 17475 and feveral miracles wrought on the occafion were 
examined by the Ordinary of the place, who fent the procefs 

and relation of them to Rome. 

On the fame DAY 

i 

St. Fridolin, C. He was an Irilli abbot, who, leaving hisown 
country, founded feveral monasteries in Auftrafia, Burgundy and 
Switzerland : the laft was that of Scekingen, in an ifle in the Rhine, 
now one of the four forcll towns belonging to the houfe of Aulbia, 
In this monailery he died in 538. He is the tutekir patron of the 
Swifs Canton of Glaris, who carry in their coat of arms his pifturc 

jn the Benedictine habit, though he was not of that Order. 
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St. THOMAS of AcLuino, Do&or 

of the Church and Confeflbn 



From his life written by Bartholomew of L ucca 9 fome time the faint's 
confejjbr: alfo another life compiled for his canonixation by Wil- 
liam of ToccOy prior of Be?zevento, who had been per finally ac- 
quainted with the falnty & c. See F. Touron y in his life of St* 
Thomas in quarto, Paris, 1737. 

A. D. 12730 

THE counts of Aquino who have flourifhed in the king- 
dom of Naples thefe Iaft ten centuries, derive their pe- 
digree from a certain Lombard prince. They were allied to 
the kings oF Sicily and Arragon, to St. Lewis of France, and 
many other fovereian houfes of Europe. Our faint's grandfa- 
ther having married the fitter of the eniperour Frederick I. he 
was himfelf nephew to the eniperour Henry IV. and couiin to 
Frederick II. His father LanduJph was count of Aquino, and 
lore! of Loretto and Belcaftro : his mother Theodora was 
daughter to the count of Tcate. The faint was born towards 
the end of the year 1226. St. Auiiin obferves (1), that the 
nioft tender age is fubje£r. to various paflions, as of impatience, 
cholcr, jealouiy, fpite and the like, which appear in children ; 
110 fuch tiling was fecn in Thomas. The fcrenity of his coun- 
tenance, the conftant evennefs of his temper, his model! y and 
fweetnefs were fenflble marks that God prevented him with his 
early graces. The count of Aquino conducted him to the abbey 
ol Mount Caffino, when lie was but five years old, to be inflru£t- 
ccl by thofc good monks in the firll principles ol* religion and 
learnings and his tutors foon faw with joy the rapidity oi* his 
prngrefs, his great talents and his happy clifpofitioiis to virtue, lie 
was hut u:n years of age when the abbot told his father that it 
was time to /end him to fome univerfity. The count, belbru 
he lent him to Naples, took him for fome months to fee his 
Vol. JL D d mother 
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mother at his feat at Loretto, the place which about the end of 
thai century grew famous for devotion to our Lady. Thomas 
was the admiration of the whole family. Amidft fo much 
company and fo many fervants he appeared always as much re* 
colh-dted, and occupied on God as he had been in the mona- 
fteiy; he fpoke little and always to the purpofe 5 and he em- 
ployed all his time in prayer, ftudies or ferious and profitable 
exercifes. His great delight feemed to be to intercede for, and 
to diftribute his parents plentiful alms among the poor at the 
gate, whom he ftudied by a hundred ingenious contrivances to 
relieve. He robbed himfelf of his own victuals for that pur- 
pofe ; which his father having difcovered, he gave him leave to 
dtfribute things at difcretion, Which liberty he made good ufe 
of lor the little time he frayed. The countefs apprehenfivc of 
the dangers her fon's innocence might be expofed to in an 
academy, defired that he fhould perform his ftudies with a pri- 
vate preceptor under her own eyes ; but the father knowing the 
great advantages of emulation and mutual communication in 
ftudies, was determined to fend him to Naples, where the em- 
perour Frederick II. being exafperated againft Bologna, had 
lately, in 1 124, erected an univeriity, forbidding ft udents tore- 
fort to any other in Italy. This immediately drew thither 
great numbers of ftudents, and with them diforder and licen- 
tioufnefs, like that defcribed by St. Auftin in the great fchools 
of Carthage (2). Thomas foon perceived the dangers, and 
regretted the fanctuary of Mount Caffino : but by his extraor- 
dinary watchfulnefs he lived here like the young Daniel in the 
midft of Babylon, or Toby in the infidel Ninive. He guarded 
his eyes with an extreme caution : fliunned entirely all conver- 
sion with any woman whatever, and with any young men 
tvhofe {ready virtue did not render him perfectly fecure as to 
their behaviour. Whilft others went to profane diverfions, he 
retired into fome church or into his clofet, making prayer and 
ftudy his only pleafure. He learned rhetorick under Peter 
Martin, and philofophy under Peter of Hibernia, one of the 
irioft learned men of his age, and with fuch wonderful pro- 
grefs, that he repeated the lellbns more clearly than the matter 
had explained them : yet his greater care was to advance daily 
in the fcience of the faints by holy prayer and all good works. 
His humility concealed them; but his charity and fervour fomc- 
timcs betrayed his modefty, and difcovercd them, cfpccially in 
his great alms, for which he deprived himfelf of almoft all 
things, and in which he was careful to hide from his left-hand 
What his right did. 

The 
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The Order of St, Dominick, who had been dead twenty two 
years, then abounded with men fuJl of the fpirit of God. The 
frequent converfations Thomas had with one of that body, a 
very interiour holy man, filled his heart with heavenly devotion 
and comfort, and inflamed him daily with a more ardent love 
of God, which fo burnt in his breait that at his prayers his 
countenance feemed one day, as it were, to dart rays of light, 
and he conceived a vehement deflre to confecrate himfelf wholly 
to God in that Order. His tutor perceived his inclinations and 
informed the count of the matter, who omitted neither threats 
nor promifes to defeat fuch a defign. But the faint, not liften- 
ing to flefh and blood in the call of heaven, demanded with 
earneftnefs to be admitted into the Order, and accordingly re- 
ceived the habit in the convent of Naples in 1243, being then 
feventeen years old. The countefs Theodora his mother, be- 
ing informed of it, fet out for Naples to difengage him, if pofft- 
ble, from that ftate of life. Her fon on the fir/I news of her 
journey begged his fuperiours to remove him, as they did firft 
to the convent of St. Sabina in Rome, and foon after to Paris^ 
out of the reach of his relations. Two of his brothers, Lan- 
dulph and Reynold, commanders in the emperour's army in 
Tufcany, by her direction fo well guarded all the roads that he 
fell into their hands, near Acqua- pendente. They endeavour^ 
ed to pull off his habit, but he refilled them fo violently 
that they conducted him in it to the feat of his parents, call'd 
Rocca-Secca, The mother, over-joyed at their fuccefs, made 
no doubt of overcoming her fon's refolution. She endeavoured 
to perfuade him that to embrace fuch an Order, againft his 
parents advice, could not be the call of heaven 5 adding all 
manner of reafons, fond careffes, intreaties and tears. Nature 
made her eloquent and pathetick. He appeared fenfible of her 
affliction, but hisconftancy was not to be fliaken. His anfwers 
were mod eft and refpecxful, but firm in fliewing his refolution 
to be the call of God, and ought confequently to take place 
of all other views whatfoever, even for his fervice any other 
way. At laft: offended at his unexpe£ted refiftancc, fhe ex- 
prcfl'ed her difpleafure in very cholcrick words, and ordered 
him to be more clofely confined and guarded, and that no one 
fliould fee him but his two fillers. The reiterated folicitations 
of the young ladies were a long and violent aflault. They 
omitted nothing that flefh and blood could infpire on fuch an 
occafion, arid reprefented to him the danger of cauling the 
death of his mother by grief. He on the contrary fpoke to 
them in fo moving a manner on the contempt of the world, 
and the love of virtue, that they both yielded to the force of 

his reafons for his quitting the world, and embracing a religious 
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ft ate, by his perfuafion^ devoted themfelves to a fmcere prac- 
tice of piety. 

This folitude furnilhed him with the moft happy oppor- 
tunity for holy contemplation and afiiduous prayer. Some 
time after, his fitters conveyed to him fome books, viz. a bible 
Ariftotle's logicks, and the works of the Maftcr of the Sentences. 
During this interval his two brothers, Landulph and Rey- 
nold, returning home from the army, found their mother in the 
greatcli affliction, and the young novice triumphant in his refo- 
Jution, They would needs, undertake to overcome him, and 
began their afTault by {hutting him up in a tower of the 
cattle. They tore in pieces his habit on his back, and after 
bitter reproaches and dreadful threats they left him, hoping his 
confinement and the mortifications every one ftrove to give 
him, would fhake his refolution. This not fucceeding, the 
devil fuggefted to thefe two young officers a new artifice for 
diverting him from purfuing his vocation. They fecretly in- 
troduced one of the moft beautiful and moft inftnuating young 
{trumpets of the country, into his chamber, promifing her a 
confiderable reward in cafe fhe could draw him into fin. She 
employed all the arms of fatan to fucceed in fo deteftable a de- 
fign. The faint, alarmed and affrighted at the danger, pro- 
foundly humbled himfelf, and cried out to God moft earncflly 
for his protection ; then fnatching up a firebrand ltruck her with 
it, and drove her out of his chamber. After this victory, 
not moved with pride, but blulhing with confufion for 
having been lb bafely aflaulted, he fell on his knees and 
thanked God for his merciful prefervation, confecrated to him 
anew his chaftity, and redoubled his prayers and the earned cry 
of his heart with fighs and tears to obtain the grace of being 
always faithful to his proniiics. Then falling into a {lumber, 
as the mofl: ancient hiflorians of his life relates (3^, he was ri- 
med by two angels who teemed to gird him round the wailt 
with a cord fo tight that it awaked him, and made him to cry 
out. His guards ran in, but he kept his iecret to himfelf. Jt 
was only a little before his death that he diiclofed this incident 
to V. Reynold his confciVor, adding that he had received this 
favour about 30 yeaus before, from which time he had never 
been annoyed with temptations of the flefh ; yet he con- 
ilantly uled the utmoll caution and watchfulnefs againlt that 
enemy, and lie would otherwife have defer ved to forfeit that 
grace. One heroick victory fometimes obtains of God a re- 
compencc and tiiumph of this kind. Our faint having futkred 
in iilence tins imprisonment and perfecution upwards ol a 
twelvemonth, tome lay two years, at length, on the remon- 

ilrances of pope Innocent IV. and the cmpcrour Frederick, on 

account 
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account of Co many a£ls of violence in his regard, both the 
countefs and his brothers began to relent. The Dominicans of 
Naples being informed of this, and that his mother was dif- 
pofed to connive at meafures that might be taken to procure his 
efcape, they haflened in difguife to Rocca-Secca, where his 
fifter, knowing that the countefs no longer oppofed his efcape, 
contrived his being let down out of his tower in a bafket. He 
was received by his brethren in their arms, and carried with 
joy to Naples. The year following he there made his profef- 
fion, looking on that day as the happieft of his whole life in 
•which he made a facriflce of his liberty that he might belong to 
God alone. But his mother and brothers renewed their com- 
plaints to pope Innocent IV. who lent for Thomas to Rome, 
and examined him on the fubjeft of his vocation to the Hate 
of religion in their prefence ; and having received entire fatif- 
facfion on this head, the pope admired his virtue and approved 
of his choice of that Urate of life, which from that time he was 
fuffered to purfue in peace. Albertus Magnus teaching then at 
Cologne, the general, John the Teutonick, took the faint with 
him from Rome to Paris, and thence to Cologne. Thomas 
gave all his time which was not employed in devotion and other 
duties to his fludies, retrenching part of that which was allowed 
for his meals and fleep, not out of a vain paflion, or the de/ire of 
applaufe, but for the advancement of God's honour and the in- 
terefts of religion, according to what he himfelf teaches (4). 
His humility made him conceal his progrefs and deep penetia- 
tion, infomuch, that his fchool -fellows thought he learned no- 
thing, and, on account of his filence, called him The du?nb Ox 
and the Great SicUia?i Ox. One of them even offered to ex- 
plain his leflbns to him, whom he thankfully liftened to without 
/peaking, though he was then capable of teaching him. They 
who know how much fcholars and mailers ufually feek to dif- 
tinguifll thcmfclves, and ciifplay their feience, will give to 
fo uncommon an humility its due praife. But the brightness 
cf his genius, his quick and deep penetration and learning were 
at laft difcovered, in Ipite of all his endeavours to conceal them; 
lor his mailer Albertus having propounded to him feveral ques- 
tions on the moil knotty and obfeure points, his an fivers, 
which the duty of obedience extorted, af ton idled t]ic audience; 
•md Albertus notable to contain his joy and admiration, /'aid, 
u Wc call him the dumb ox, but he will give fuch a bellow 
fct in learning as will be heard all over the world." This ap- 
plaufe made no imprelHon on the humble faint. He continued 
the fame in fimplieity, modefty, lilence, and recollection, be- 
uufc his heart was the fame ; equally infcnfiblc to praifes and 
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humiliations, full of nothing but of God add his own ineffici- 
ency, never reflecting on his own qualifications, or on what 
Was the opinion of others concerning him. In his firft year 
■under Albert us Magnus he wrote comments on Ariftotie's 
Ethicks. The general chapter of the Dominicans held at Co- 
logne in 1245, deputed Albertus to teach at Paris in their college 
of St. James, which the univerfity had given them, and it is from 
that college they are called in France, Jacobins. St. Thomas 
was fent with him to continue his ftudies there. His fchool ex- 
ercifes did not interrupt his prayer. By an habitual fenfe of the 
divine prefence, and devout afpirations, he kept his heart con- 
tinually raifed to God ; and in difficult points redoubled with 
more earneftnefs his fervour in his prayers than his application 
to ftudy. This he found attended with fuch fuccefs that he often 
faid that he had learned lefs by books, than before his crucifix, 
or at the foot of the altar. His conftant attention to God al- 
ways filled his foul with joy, which appeared in his very 
countenance, and made his converfation altogether heavenly. 
His humility and obedience were moft remarkable in all things. 
One day whilft he read at table, the corre&or, by miftake, bid 
him read a word with a falfe quantity, and he readily obeyed, 
though he knew the errour. When others told him he ought 
notwithftanding to have given it the right pronunciation, his 
anfwer was 3 " It matters not how a word is pronounced, but 
*' to practice on all occafions humility and obedience is of the 
* 4 greateft importance." He was fo perfectly mortified, and 
dead to his fenfes, that he eat without reflecting either on the 
kind or quality of his food, fo that after meals he often knew 
not what he had been eating. 

In the year 1248, being twenty two years of age, he was 
appointed by the general chapter to teach at Cologne, together 
with his old mafter Albertus, whofe high reputation he equalled 
in his very firft kflbns. He then alio began to publifh his 
firft works, which confift of comments on the Ethicks and 
other philofophical works of Ariftotlc. No one was more 
courteous and affable, but it was his principle to fhun all un- 
neccfTary vifits. To prepare him (elf for holy orders he re- 
doubled his watchings, prayer, and other fpiritual excrcifes. 
His devotion to the Bleiled Sacrament was extraordinary. He 
Tpent feveral hours of the day and part of the night before the 
altar, humbling himfelf in a£ls of profound adoration, and 
melting witli love in contemplation of the immenfe charity oi 
that Man-God, whom he there adored. In (hying mafs he 
fcemed to be in raptures and often quite diflblvcd in tears; a 
glowing frequently appeared in his eyes and countenance 

which (hewed the ardour with which his heart burnt within 

him. 
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him* Hfe devotion was moft fervent during the precious mo* 

ments after he had received the divine my fieri es, and after 
faying mafs he ufually ferved at another, or at leaft heard 
one. This fire and zeal appeared alfo in his fermons, at 
Cologne, Paris, Rome, and in other cities of Italy. He was 
every where heard as an angeJ ; even the Jews ran of their 
own accord to hear him, and many of them were converted. 
His zeal made him felicitous in the firft place for the faJvation 
of his relations. His example and exhortations induced them 
to an heroick practice of piety. His eld eft fitter confec rated 
herfelf to God in St. Mary's at Capua, and died abbefs of that 
monaftery : the younger, Theodora, married the count of 
Marfico, and lived and died in great virtue; as did his mother. 
His two brothers, Landulph and Reynold, became fincere 
penitents ; and having fome time after left the emperour's fer- 
vice, he in revenge burnt Aquino and their feat in 1250, put 
Reynold to death ; the reft were obliged to fave themfdves by 
a voluntary banifhment, but were reftored in 1268. St. Tho- 
mas, after teaching four years at Cologne, was fent in 1252, 
to Paris. His reputation for perfpicuity and folidity drew im- 
mediately to his fchool a great number of auditors (*) St. 

D d 4 Thomas 



(a) The manner of teaching 
then was not as it is generally 
at prefent, by dictating le/Tons 
which the fcholars write, but 
it was according to the practice 
that itill obtains in fome publick 
fchools, as in Padua, &c. The 
mafter delivered his explanation 
like an harangue ; the fcholars 
retained what they could, and 
often privately took down Ihort 
notes to help their memory. Aca- 
demical degrees were then alfo 
very different from what they 
now are ; being conferred on 
none but thofe who taught. To 
be Mafter of Arts a man mull 
have ftudied fix years at leaft, 
and be twenty - one years old. 
And to be qualified for teaching 
divinity he mult have iludied 
eight years more, and be at 
leaft thirty-five years old Nc- 
verthelefs St. Thomas, by a 

difpenfation of the univcrfity, 



on account of his diftinguiflied 
merit, was allowed to teach at 
twenty-five. The ufual way was 
for onenamed bachelor to explain 
the Mafter of the Sentence* for a 

year in the fchool of fome doctor, 
upon whofe teftimony, after cer- 
tain rigorous publick examinati- 
ons and other formalities, the 
bachelor was admitted to the 
degree of licentiate ; which gave 
him the licence of a doctor to 
teach or hold a fchool hi mi elf. 
Another year, which was like- 
wife employed in expounding, 
the M/fler of the Sentences % com- 
pleated the degree of Doctor, 
which the candidate received 
from the chancellor of the uni- 
verfuy, an J then opened a 
fchool in form, with a bachelor 
to teach under him. In 1256, 
St. Thomas began to tench as 
licentiate ; hut a Hop was put to 

his degrees for fome time, by a 

violent 
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Thomas with great relu£lancy, compelled by holy obedience, 
confented to be admitted doctor on the twenty third of O&ober 
in 1257? being then thirty-one years old. The profefforsof 
the univerfity of Paris being divided about the queftion of the 
accidents remaining really or only in appearance in the Bleffed 
Sacrament of the altar, they agreed in 1258, to confult our 
faint. The young do£tor, not puffed up by fuch an honour, 
applied himfelf flrS to God by prayer, then he wrote upon that 
queftion the treatife ftill extant, and, carrying it to the church, 
laid it on the altar. The moft ancient authour of his life af- 
fures us that while the faint remained in prayer on that occafi- 
pn, fome of the brethren who were prefenr, fa\y him raifed a 
little above the ground (5). 

The 
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violent disagreement between 
the regulars, principally Domi- 
nicans and Francifcans, and the 
univerfity which had at firft ad- 
nutted them into their body, and 
■even given the Dominicans a 
college. Jn thefe difputes St. 
Thomas was ' not fpared, but 
he for a long time had recourfe 
to no other vindication of him- 
felf than that of modefty and fi- 
lence. On Palm-funday he was 
preaching in the Dominicans 
church of St. James when a beadle 
corning in commanded filcnce, 
and read a long written invective 
againit. him and his collegues, 
When he had done, the faint, 
without fpcaking one word to 
juflify liimfeJf or his Order, con- 
tinued his fermon with the great- 
er! tranquility and unconcern of 
mind. William tie Saint- Amour, 
the moll violent among the fc- 
cular dodlors, published a book 

Qu tht duugers of the hitter times, 

a bitter inventive again it the 
mendicant Orders, which St, 
■j'-eyvis fv-nt to pope Alexandei 1 V. 
'6$. Thomas and Hona venture 

y/ere {t:nt to Home u> dcicud 



their Orders. And to confute 
that book St. Thomas publiflied 
his nineteenth Opufiulum, with an 
apology for the mendicant Or- 
ders, mewing they lay under no 
precept that all Should apply 
themfelves to manual labour, and 
that fpiritual occupations were 
even preferable. The pope 
upon this apology condemned 
the book, and alfo another called 
the Eternal GofpcL in defence 
of the crrour of the abbot Joa- 
chim, who had advanced that 
the church was to have an end 
and be fuccccdcd by a new 
church which mould be formed 
perfectly accordingly to the 
Jpiril: this horefy and the er- 
rours of certain other fanaticks 
were refuted by our faint at 
Rome. In his return to Paris a 
violent ltorm terrified all the ma- 
riners and pa Honkers, only 'I "he- 
mas appeared without the lcafl: 
fear, and continued in quiet 
prayer till the temper! had ccafccl, 
William de Saint-Amour bcinK 
bani/hed Parii., peace wasrcflort'4 
to the univcrii ty„ 



March 7. St. THOMAS of Aquinto. 



397 



The holy king St. Lewis had fo great an efteem of St. 
Thomas, that he confulted him in affairs of ftate, and ordina- 
rily informed him the evening before of any affair of im- 
portance that was to be treated of in council, that he might 
be the more ready to give advice on the point. The faint 
avoided the honour of dining with the king as often as he 
could excufe himfelf ; and when obliged to affift at court ap- 
peared there as recollected as in his convent. One clay at the 
king's table the faint cried out : <c The argument is conclufive 
" « againft the Manichees (6)." His prior being with him bad 
him remember where he was. The faint would have afked the 
king's pardon, but that good prince, fearing he fhould forget 
the argument that had occurred to his mind, caufed his fecre- 
tary to write it down for him. In the year 1259, St. Thomas 
aflifted at the thirty -fixth general chapter of his Order held at 
Valenciennes which deputed him, in conjunction with Alber- 
tus Magnus and three others, to draw up rules for ftudies, 
which are ft ill extant in the acls of that chapter. Returning 
to Paris he there continued his lectures. Nothing was more 
remarkable than his meeknefs on all occafions. His temper 
was never rufBed in the heat of any difpute, nor by any infult. 
It was owing to this fweetnefs more than to his invincible force 
of reafoning, that he brought a young doctor to retract on the 
fpot a dangerous opinion which he was maintaining a fee on d 
time in his Thefis. In 1261, Urban IV. called St. Thomas to 
Rome, and by his order the general appointed him to teach 
there. Hjs hojinefs pre/led him with great importunity to ac- 
cept of fome ecclefiailical dignity, but he knew how much 
fafer it is to refute than to accept a biihoprick. The pope, 
however, obliged him always to attend his pcrfon. Thus it 
happened, that the faint taught and preached in all the towns 
where that pope ever rcfidcd, as in Rome, Viterbo, Orvieto, 
Fondi, and Perugia. He alfo taught at Bologna, Naples, 

&c. (b) The 

(6) Cohchtfum efl contra M>ui'ch,ros. 



[h) The works of vSr. Thomas 
are partly philosophical, partly 
theological 1 with funic com- 
ments on the holy Scriptures, 
and fcvcral treatifes of piety. 
The cleoauce of Plato inivc his 
pnilofophy the greater vogue a- 
itiong the gentiles ; and the moll 
learned of the chrilhan fathers 
were educated in the maxims 
uf r his fchool. 'lis noble leu- 



timcnts on the attributes of 
the Deity, particularly Ins pio- 
vidence, and his doiH line on the 
rewards and puniflimei.t 1 . in a fu- 
ture Hate, fcemed favourable to 
religion. Nor can it he donhrcd 
but he had learned in his tra- 
vels in Kgypt and J J hanicia ma- 
ny traditional truths delivered 
down from the patriarchal ages 
befoiethe corruptions of idolatry. 
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The fiuits of his preaching were no lefs wonderful than 
thofe of his pen. Whilft he was preaching on Good-Friday 

on 



On the other hand, the philofb* 
phy of Ariftotle was much lefs 
in requeft among the heathens, 
was filent as to all traditional 
truths, and contained fome glar- 
ing errours which feveral here- 
ticks of the firft ages adopted a- 
gainft the gofpel. On which ac- 
count he is called by Tertullian 
the Patriarch of hereticks, and 
his works were profcribed by a 
council of Paris about the year 
1209. Neverthelefs it mull be 
acknowledged by all impartial 
judges, that Ariftotle was the 
greateft and molt comprehenfive 
genius of antiquity, and perhaps 
of any age : and he was the on- 
ly one that had laid down com- 
plete rules, and explained the 
laws, of reafoning, and had 
given a thorough fyilem of phi- 
lofophy. Boetius had penetrated 
the depth of his genius, and the 
ufefulnefs of his logicks ; yet did 
notredrefs his miftakes. Human 
reafoning is too weak without the 
light of revelation ; and Ariftotle 
hy relying too much on it fell into 
fome grofs errours. Not only 
many ancient hereticks, but alfo 
feveral in the izth and 13 th 
ages, as, Peter Abailard, the AI- 
foigenfcs, and other hereticks 
made a bad ufe of his philofo- 
phy. But above all, the Sara- 
cens in Arabia and Spain wrote 
with incredible fubtilty on his 
principles. St- Thomas oppofed 
the enemies of truth with their 
own weapons, and employed the 
philofophy of Ariftotle in defence 
©f the faith, in which he fucceed- 
cd to a miracle. He difccrned 
and confuted his errours, and fet 
in a clear and new light the 

preat truths of rcafon which that 



philofopher had often wrapt up 
in obfcurity. Thus Ariftotle, 
who had been called the terrour 
of chriftians, in the hands of 
Thomas became orthodox, and 
furnifhed faith with new arms a- 
gainft idolatry and atheifm. For 
this admirable doctor, tho' he 
had only a bad Latin tranflation 
of the works of that philofo- 
pher, has corrected his errours, 
and fhewn that his whole fubtle 
fyflem of philofophy, as far as 
it is grounded in truth, is fub- 
iervient to divine revelation. 
This he has executed through 
the niceft metaphyseal fpecula- 
tions in the five firft volumes of 
his works. He every where 
ftrikes out a new tract for him- 
felf, and enters into the moil fe- 
cret receffes of this fhadowy re- 
gion ; fo as to appear new even 
on known and beaten fubjects. 
For his writings are original efforts 
of genius and reflection, and 
every point he handles in a man- 
ner that makes it appear new. 
If his fpeculations are fometimes 
fpun fine, and his divifions run 
to niceties, this was the fault of 
the age in which he lived, and 
of the fpeculative refining gc- 
niufles of the Arabians whom he 
had undertaken to purfue and 
confute throughout their whole 
fyftcm. His comments on the 
four books of the Majlcr of the 
Sentences contain a methodical 
courfe of theology and make 
the fixth and feventh volumes of 
his works ; the tenth, eleventh 
and twelfth give us his Sunim, 
or incomparable abridged body 
of divinity, tho' this work he ne- 
ver lived to finifli. Among the 

fathers St. Aullin is principally 

hi? 
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en the love of <5od for man, and our ingratitude to him, his 
trhtfle auditory melted into tears to fuch a degree, that he was 
obliged to ftopfeveral times that they might recover themfelves. 
His difcourfe on the following Sunday concerning the glory of 
Chrift, and the happinefs of thofe who rife with him by- 
grace, was no lefs pathetick and affecting. WiJJiarn of 
Tocco adds, that as the faint was coming out of St. Peter's 
church the fame day, a woman was cured of the bloody flux 
by touching the hem of his garment. The converfion of two 
confiderable Rabbins feamed ftil! a greater miracle. St. Tho- 
mas had held a long conference with them at a cafual 
meeting in cardinal Richard's villa, and they agreed to 
refume it the next day* The faint fpent the foregoing 
night in prayer at the foot of the altar. The next morn- 
ing thefe two moft obflinate Jews came to him of their 
own accord, not to difpute, but to embrace the faith, and were 
followed by many others. In the year 1263 the Dominicans 
held their fortieth general chapter in London ; St. Thomas 
afiifted at it, and obtained foon after to be difmifled from 
teaching. He rejoiced to fee himfelf reduced to the ftate of a 
private religious man. Pope Clement IV. had fuch a regard 
for him, that in 1265, among other ecclefiaftical preferments 
fie made him an offer of the archbifhoprick of Naples, but 
could n-ot prevail with him to accept of that or any other. The 

iirft 



his guide; fo that the learned 

cardinals, Noris and Aguirre, 
call St. Thomas his moll faithful 
interpreter. He draws the rules of 
practical duties and virtues prin- 
cipally from the Morals of 
St Gregory on Job. He com- 

pofed his Summ againjl the Gen- 
tiles at the requeft of St. Ray- 
mund of Pennafort, to ferve the 
preachers in Spain in converting 
the Jews and Saracens to the 
faith. He wrote comments on 
moil parts of the holy fcripturc, 
especially on the epifllcs of St. 
Paul, in which latter he feemed 
to outdo himfelf. By the order 
of pope Urban IV. he compiled 
the oflice of the Blcfled Sacra- 
ment, which the church ufes to 
this day on the feaft and during 
the octave of Corpus -Chrifli. 

His opu/ctJa or lcifcr treatifes 



have in view the confutation of 
the Greek fchifmaticks and feve- 
ral herefies ; or difcufs various 
points of philofophy and theo- 
logy ; or are comments on the 
creed, facraments, decalogue, 
Lord's prayer and Hail Mary. 
In his treatifes of piety he re- 
duces the rules of an interiour 
life to thefe two gofpel maxims ; 
firft, That we mull ilrenuoufly 
labour by fclf denial and mortifi- 
cation to extinguish in our hearts 
all the fparks of pride and the 
inordinate love of creatures. 
2dly, That by afliduous prayer, 
meditation, and doing the will 
of God in all things, we mull- 
kindle his perfect love in our 
fouls, (Opufc. 17. His 

works arc printed in 1 9 volumes^ 
folio. 
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firft part of his Theological Summ St. Thomas compofed at Bo- 
logna : he was called thence to Naples. Here it was that, accord- 
ing to Tocco and others, Dominick Caferte beheld him while in 
fervent prayer raifed from the ground, and heard a voice from 
the crucifix directed to him in thefe words : " Thou haft 
<c written well of me, Thomas : what recompenfe doll: thou 
«« defire ?" He anfwered : " No other than thyfelf, Q 
« Lord (c)» 

From the fixth of December in 1273, to the feventh of 
March following, the day of his death, he neither dictated nor 
wrote any thing on theological matters. He from that time 
laid afide his fludies to fix his thoughts and heart entirely on 
eternity, and to afpire with the greateft ardour and molt Ian- 
guifhing defires to the enjoyment of God in perfect love. Pope 
Gregory X. had called a general council, the fecond of 
Lions, with the view of extinguishing the Greek fchifm, and 
railing fuccours to defend the holy land againft the Saracens. 
The ambafiadours of the emperour Michael Palasologus toge- 
ther with the Greek prelates were to affifl: at it. The council 
was to meet on the firft of May in 1274. His Holinefs by 
a brief directed to our faint ordered him to repair thither, and 
to prepare himfelf to defend the catholick caufe againft the 
Greek fchifmaticks. Though indifpofed, he fet out from 
Naples about the end of January. His dear friend F. Reynold 
of Piperno was appointed his companion, and ordered to take 
care that he did not neglect himfelf, which the faint was apt 
to do, St. Thomas on the road called at the cattle of Magen- 
ta, the feat of his niece Francifca of Aquino, married to the , 
count of Cccan. Here his diftempcr encreafed, which was \ 
attended with a lofs of appetite. One day he faid, to be rid 
of their importunities, that he thought he could eat a little of 
a certain nth which he had formerly eaten in France, but j 
which was not cafily to he found in Italy. Search however 
was made, and the ilih procured ; but the faint refuted to 
touch it, in imitation of David on the like occafion. Soon 
after his appetite returned a little, and his ftrcngth with it; 
yet he was a/furrd that his lafl hour was at hand. This how- 
ever did not hinder him from proceeding on his journey, 
till his fever encreafing he was foiced to flop at Fofla- 
Nuova, a famous abbey of the Ciflercians, in the diocefe of 
Tcrracina, where formerly IKkh! the city called Forum Appji. 
Entering the mona fiery he went firft to pray before the Ulcflc<l 
Sacrament, ;Ki/onhn<; to his cuftom. Jie poured forth his foul 

with 

(c ) [laid Jcri('j/Jh' <i< mt\ c Ibc~ /Yo/j aiiam tc 9 Domint.. 
?qa : quam i;^tailcn unifies ? 
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with extroardinary fervour in the prefence of Him who now 
called him to his kingdom. Paffing thence into the cloifter, 
which he never lived to go out of, he repeated thefe words (6) : 
This is my reft for ages without end. He was lodged in the ab- 
bot's apartment, where he lay ill for near a month. The good 
monks treated him with uncommon veneration and efteem, and 
as if he had been an angel from heaven. They would not em- 
ploy any of their fervants about him, but chofe to ferve him 
themfelves in the meaneft offices, as in cutting or carrying 
wood for him to burn, &c. His patience, humility and constant 
recollection and prayer were equally their aftonifhment and edi- 
fication. 

The nearer he faw himfelf to the term of all his defires, the 
entering into the joy of his Lord, the more tender and in- 
flamed were his longings after death. He had continually in 
his mouth thefe words of St. Auftin (7), cc Then fhall I truly 
" live, when I fhall be quite Riled with you alone, and your 
" love : now I am a burden to myfelf, becaufe I am not en- 
" tireiy full of you." In fuch pious tranfports of heavenly 
love he never ceafed fighing after the glorious day of eternity. 
The monks begged he would dictate an expofition of the book 
of Canticles in imitation of St. Bernard. He anfwered : 
" Give me St. Bernard's fpirit, and I will obey." But at laft, 
to renounce perfectly his own will, he dictated the expofition 
of that moft myfterious of all the divine books. It begins : 
Sonet vox tua in auribus ?ncis . It is not what his erudition might 
have fuggeftcd, but what love infpired him with in his laft mo- 
ments when his pure foul was battening to break the chains of 
mortality, and drown itfelf in the ocean of God's immenfity, 
and in the delights of eternity (d). The holy doctor at laft 
finding himfelf too weak to dictate any more, begged the reli- 
gious to withdraw, recommending himfelf to their prayers, and 
tieiiring their leave to employ the few precious moments he had 
to live with God alone. He accordingly /pent them in fervent 
acts of adoration, praifc, thank/giving, humility and repent- 
ance. He made a general confellion of his whole life to F- 
Reynold with abundance of tears for his imperfections and fins 
of frailty ; for in the judgment of thofe to whom he had ma- 
nifested his intcriour, he had never offended God by any mor- 
tal fin. And he faid to F. Reynold, before his death, that lie 

thanked 

(6) Pfalm exxxi. 14. (7) Conf. I. 10. c. 2S. 
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(<t) There hi another common- fpiratus ; which was not the 
tary on the lame book under his work of this faint, 
name, which begins : SohtMit in- 
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thanked God with his whole heart for having prevented him 
with his grace, and always conduced him as= it were by the 
hand and preferved him from any known fin that deftroys cha- 
rity in the foul \ adding, that this was purely God's mercy to 
which he was indebted for his prefervation from every fin 
which he had not committed (<?). Having received abfolution 
in the fentiments of the molt perfect penitent, he defired the 
Viaticum. Whilft the abbot and community were preparing 
to bring it, he begged to be taken off his bed and laid upon 
aflies fpread upon the floor. Thus lying on the ground, weak 
in body but vigorous in mind, he waited for the prieft, with 
tears of the moft tender devotion. When he faw the hoft in 
the prieft's hand, he faid : 46 I firmly believe, that Jefus Ghrift, 
* c true God and true Man, is prefent in this auguft facr amen t. I 
cc adore you, my God, and my Redeemer : I' receive You the 
cc price of my redemption, the Viaticum of my pilgrimage; for 
* c whofe honour I have ftudied, laboured, preached and taught. 
«* I hope I never advanced any tenet as your wbrd which I had 
cc not learned from you. If through ignorance I have done other- 
« 6 wife," I revoke every thing of that kind, and fubmit all my 
« c writings to the judgment of the holy Roman church." Then 
recollecting himfelf, after other acts of faith, adoration and 
love, he received the holy Viaticum ; but remained on the 
afhes till he had finifhed his thankfgtving. Growing ftiil 
weaker, amidft his tranfports of love, he defired extreme- 
unction, which he received, anfwering himfelf to all the 
prayers. After this, he lay in peace and joy as appeared by the 
ferenity of his countenance ; and he was heard to pronounce 
thefe afpirations : 6C Soon, foon will the God of all comfort 
* 4 complete his mercies on me, and fill all my defires. I (hall 
* c fhortly be fatiated in him, and drink of the torrent of his 
* c delights : be inebriated from the abundance of his houfc, and 
« c in him who is the fource of life, I lhall behold the true 
cc light." Seeing all in tears about him he comforted them, 
faying : Death was his gain and his joy. F. Reynold faid, he 
had hoped to fee him triumph over the adverfaries of the church 
in the council of Lyons, and placed in a rank in which he 
might do it fome fignal fervice. The faint aniwercd : " I have 
€C begged of God as the greater!: favour to die a fimple religious 
c< man, and 1 now thank him for it. It is a greater benefit 
** than he has granted to many of his holy fervants, that he is 
** plcafed to call me out of this world fo early to enter into his 
€C joy : wherefore grieve not for me who am overwhelmed 
4C with ioy." He returned thanks to the abbot and monks 

J 1 d 

(e) Ttl/i Mto et quod von feci. S. Aug. 
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of Fofla-Nuova for their chanty to him. One of the com- 
munity afked him by what means we might live always faithful 
to God's grace. He anfwered : Be allured that he who 
« {hall always walk faithfully in his prefence, always ready to 
« give him an account of all his actions, mall never be fepa- 
" rated from him by contenting to fin/* Xhefe were his lafr. 
words to men, after which he only /poke to God in prayer, 
and gave up the ghoft, on the feventh of March, in i 274, a 
little after midnight j fome fay in the fiftieth year of his age. 
But Ptolemy of Lucca, and other cotemporary authours fay 
exprefly in his forty-eighth, which alfo agrees with his whole 
hitfory. He was very tall, and every way proportioned. 

The concourfe of people at the. faint's funeral was extraor- 
dinary : feveral monks of that houfe and many other perfons 
were cured by his relicks and interceflion, of which many in- 
ftances, juridically proved, are mentioned by William of Tocco, 
the bull of his canonization and other authours. The Bol- 
landifts give us other long authentick relations of the like mi- 
racles continued afterwards, efpecially in the tranflations of 
thofe holy relicks* The univerfity of Paris fent to the general 
and provincial of the Dominicans a letter of condolance upon 
his death, giving the higheft commendations to the faint's 
learning and fanitity, and begging the treafure of his holy 
body. Naples, Rome, and many other univerfities, princes, and 
Orders contended no lefe for it. One of his hands, uncorrupt* 
was cut off in 1288, and given to his fifter the countefe 
Theodora, who kept it in her domeftick chapel of San Severi- 
no. After her death it was given to the Dominicans convent 
of Salvino. After feveral conteftations, pope Urban V. ia 
1388, many years after his death, granted his body to the Do- 
minicans to carry to Paris or Touloufe, as Italy already pof- 
fefled the body of St. Dominick at Bologna. The facred trea- 
fure was carried privately into France, and received at Tou- 
loufe in the molt honourable manner : 150,000 people came to 
meet and conduce it into the city, having at their head Lewis, 
duke of Anjou, brother to king Charles V. the archbifhops 
of Touloufe and Narbonne, and many bifhops, abbots and 
noblemen. It refts now in the Dominicans church at Tou- 
loufe, in a rich fhrine, with a ftatcly Maufolscum over it^ 
which reaches almoft up to the roof of the church, and hath 
four faces- An arm of the faint was at the fame time font to 
the great convent of the Dominicans at Paris, and placed in 
St. Thomas's chapel in their church, which the king declared 
a royal chapel. The univerfity meets to affift at a high mate 
there on the anniverfary feftiva! of the faint. The kingdom of 

Naples after many prcfiing felicitations obtained > in 1372, 

from 



404 SS. Perpetua and Fe licit as, &c. Marck jr, 

from the Dominicans of Touloufe, a bone of the other arm 
of St. Thomas. It was kept in the church of the Dominicans 
at Naples till in 1603, when the city being delivered from a 
publick calamity by his interceffion, it was placed in the me- 
tropolitan church among the relicks of the other patrons of 
the country. That kingdom, by the briefs of Pius V. in 
1567, and of Clement VIII. in 1603 confirmed by Paul V. ho- 
nours him as a principal patron. He was folemnly canonized 
"by pope John XXII. in 1323. Pope Pius V. in 1567, com- 
manded his feftival and office to be. kept equal with thofe of 
the four doctors of the wcftern church c 



SS. PER PETUA and FELICITAS, 

with their Companions, Martyrs. 



From their mojl valuable genuine aSfs, quoted by Tertidlian^ I. de 
amma 9 c. 55. and by St. Aiifiin^ firm, 280. 283. 294. jTZy 
firfl part of thefe a Sis which reaches to the eve of her martyrdom 
was zurittc?i by St. Pcrpctua. The vijion of St. Saturus was 
added by hi 7/2. The rejl was fubjoined by an eye-witnefs of thdr 
death. See Tillemont, T. 3. p. 239. Ceiller y T. 2. p. 213. 
Thefe acls have been often rcpublifed : but are extant mojl ample 
and correal in Ruinart. They were publick ly read in the churches 
of Africa, as appears from St. Auftin 9 Scnn. 180. 

A. D. 203. 

A Violent perfecution being fct on foot by the cmperour Se- 
verus, in 102, it reached Africa the following year; 
when by the order of Minutius 1 iminianus (or Firminiantb) 
five catechumens were apprehended at Carthage tor the faith : 
namely, Rcvocatus and his fellow Have Felicitas, Saturninus 
and Secundulus, and Vibia Perpctua. Felicitas was ("even 
months gone with child • and Pcrpctua had an infant at her 
breaff, was of a good family, twenty- two years of age, and 
married to a perion of quality in the city. She had a lather, a 
inothei, and two brothers ; the third, Di no crates, died about 
feven years old. Thefe five martyrs were joined by Sa- 
turus, piobably brother to Saturninus, and who feems W 
have been their infti ucler : he underwent a voluntary rm- 
prilnnmcnt, becaufc he would not abandon them. The hi- 
ther of St. Perpctua, who was a pagan and advanced »u 

years, loved her itiorc than all his other childicu. Her n>othur 

was 
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was probably a chriftian, as was one of her brothers, the other 
3 catechumen. The martyrs were for fo me days before their 
commitment kept under a itrong guard in a private houfe : and 

the account Perpetua gives of their fuffe rings to the eve of their 
death, is as follows ; We were in the hands of our perfecutors 
when my father, out of the affection he bore me, made 
new efforts to fhake my refolution." I faid to him : « Can 
that veffel which you fee, change its name?" He faid: 
No/' I replied : " Nor can I call myfelf any other than I 
am, that is to fay, a chriftian." At that word my father in 
a rage fell upon me, as if he would have pulled my eyes 
out, and beat me: but went away in confuilon, feeing me 
invincible: after this we enjoyed a little repofc, and in that 
interval received baptifm. Xhe Holy Ghoft, on our coming 
out of the water, infpired me to pray for nothing but pa- 
tience under corporal pains. A few days after this we were 
put into prifon : I was mocked at the horrour and darknefs 
of the place ( a) ; for till then I knew not what fuch fort of 
places were. We fuffered much that day, chiefly on account 
of the great heat caufed by the crowd, and the ill treatment 
we met with from the foldiers. I was morever tortured 
with concern, for that I had not my infant. But the deacons, 
Tertius and Pomponius who affifted us, obtained by money 
that we might pals fome hours in a more commodious part 
of the prifon to refrefh ourfelves. My infant being brought 
to me almoft famiflied, I gave it the breaft. I recommended 
him afterwards carefully to my mother, and encouraged my 
brother j but was much afflicted to fee their concern for me. 
After a few days my forrow was changed into comfort, and 
my prifon itfeJf feemed agreeable. One day my brother faid to 
me : Sifter, I amperfuaded that you are a peculiar favourite of 
heaven : pray to God to reveal to you, whether this impri- 
fonment will end in martyrdom or not, and acquaint me 
of it." " I, knowing God gave me daily tokens of his 
goodnefs, anfwered, full of confidence, I will inform you 
to-morrow. I therefore afked that favour of God, and had 
this vifion. I faw a golden ladder which reached from earth 
to the heavens ; but fo narrow that only one could mount 
it at a time. To the two fides were fattened all forts of iron 
inftrumcnts, as fwords, lances, hooks and knives - y ib that 
if any one went up carelefsly he was in great danger of hav- 
ing his flcfli torn by thofc weapons. At the loot of the 

Vol. I. E e " ladder 



(*) The prifons of the ancient mal holes ; having at moil only 
Romans, ltili to be feen in many one very fmall aperture for light 
*U amphitheatres, Sec. are dif- jail enough to Ihevv day. 
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<c ladder lay a dragon of an enormous fize, who kept guard to 
46 turn back and terrify thofe that endeavoured to mount it. 
" The firft that went up was Saturus, who was not apprehended 
<c with us, but voluntarily furrendered himfelf afterwards on 
* c our account : when he was got to the top of the ladder he 
c< turned towards me and faid : " Perpetua I wait for you ; but 
c ' take care left the dragon bite you." I anfwered: In the 
<c name of our Lord Jefus Chrift, he fhall not hurt me. Then 
" the dragon, as it afraid of me, gently lifted his head 
" from under the ladder, and I, having got upon the firft ftep, 
** fet my foot upon his head. Thus I mounted to the top, and 
c * there I faw a garden of an immenfe fpace, and in the middle 
<c of it a tall man fitting down drelTed like a fhepherd, having 
«« white hair. Pie was milking his fheep, furrounded with many 
* c thoufands of perfons clad in white. He called me by my 
* c name, bid me welcome, and gave me fome curds made of 
4C the milk which he had drawn : 1 put my hands together and 
* c took and eat them ; and all that were prefent faid aloud, 
*« Amen. The noifc awaked me, chewing fomething very 
<c fweet. As foon as I had related to my brother this vifion 
« 6 we both concluded that we mould fuffcr death. 

<c After fome days a rumour being fpread that we were to be 
c< examined : my father came from the city to the prifon over- 
*< whelmed with grief : " Daughter, faid he, have pity on my 
* c grey hairs, have companion on your father, if 1 yet deferve 
< c to be called your father ; if I myfelf have brought you up to 
" this age : if you confider that my extreme love of you, 
cc made me always prefer you to all your brothers, make me 
4C not a reproach to mankind. Have refpecl for your mother 
<fi and your aunt ; have companion on your child that cannot 
cc furviveyou; lay afide this refolution, this obftinacy, left you 
** ruin us all : for not one of us will dare open his lips any 
" more if any misfortune befall you." " He took me by the 
" hands at the fame time and killed them ; he threw himfelf at 
ct my feet in tears, and called me no longer daughter, but, 
« my lady. I confefs, I was pierced with iharp forrow 
" when I confidered that my father was the only perfon of our 
" family that would not rejoice at my martyrdom. I cn- 
4< deavoured to comfort him, faying: "Father, grieve not ; 
4C nothing will happen, but what plcafcs God ; for we arc not 
« at our own difpofal." " He then departed very much con- 
" corned. The next day whilft we were at dinner, a perfon 
* 4 came all on a Hidden to fummon us to examination. The 
«< report of this was foon fpread, and brought together a vail 
" crowd of people into the audience chamber. Wc were 
« placed on a fort of fcaffbld before the judge, who was Hi- 
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t« larian, procurator of the province, the proconfuJ being late- 
re ly dead. All who were interrogated before me confefled 
<c boldly Jefus Chrift. When it came to my turn, my father 
« inftantly appeared with my infant. He drew me a little afide, 
a conjuring me in the moft tender manner not to be infcnftble 
« to the mifery I fhould bring on that innocent creature to> 
" which I had given life. The prcfldent HiJarian joined with. 
« my father and /aid : What! will neither the grey hairs of a 
" father you arc going to make mifcrable, nor the tender inno- 
» cejice of a child, which your death will leave an orphan, 
« move you ? Sacrifice for the profperity of the emperours." 
« I replied, I will not do it." c< Are you then a cbriftian ?" 
" faid HiJarian. Ianfwered: <c Yes, lam" cc As my father 
" attempted to draw me from the fcafFold, Hilarian command- 
« ed him to be beaten off, and he had a blow given him with 
" a flick, which I felt as. much as if I had been frruck myfelf, 
" fo much was I grieved to fee my father thus treated in his old 
« age. Then the judge pronounced our fentence, by which 
" we were all condemned to be expoied to wild beafls. We 
" then joyfully returned to our prifon ; and as my infant had. 
"been ufed to the breaft, I immediately fent Pom ponius, the 
<c deacon, to demand him of my father, who refufed to fend 
t{ him. And God fo ordered it that the child no longer re- 
<{ quired to fuck, nor did my milk incommode me," Secon- 
dulus being no more mentioned feems to have died in prifon 
before this interrogatory. Before Hilarian pronounced fen- 
tence he had caufed Saturus, Saturninus and Revocatus to be 
fco urged ; and Perpetua and Felicitas to be beaten on the 
face. They were referved for the fhows which were to be ex- 
hibited for the foldiers in the camp, on the fcftivaJ of Geta, 
who had been made Caefar four years before by his father 
Scvcrus, when his brother CaracalJa was created Auguflus. 

St. Perpetua relates another vifion with which fhe was fa- 
voured, as follows : 6C A few days after receiving fentence, when 
u we were all together in prayer, I happened to name Dino- 
" crates, at which I was aftoniihed, becaufe I had not before 
" had him in my thoughts ; and I that moment knew that I 
" ought to pray for him. This I began to do with great fervour, 
" and fighing before God ; and the fame night I had the follow-* 
" ing vifion. I faw Dinocrates coming out of a dark place, wiicie 
<c there were many others, exceeding hot and thirfly; his face 
" was dirty, his complexion pale, with the ulcer in his face of 
" which he -died at feven years of age, and it was for him 
" that I had prayed. There feemed a great difbucc between 
w him and me, fo that it was impoflible for us to come t> 
.* titcli other. Near him flood a veffel full of water, whofe 
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brim was higher than the ftature of an infant : he attempted 
to drink, but though he had water he could not reach it. 
This mightily grieved me, and I awoke. By this I knew my 
brother was in pain, but I trufted I could by prayer relieve 
him; fo I began to pray for him, befeeching God with 
tears, day and night, that he would grant me my requeft- 
as I continued to do till we were removed to the camp 
prifon: being deftined for a publick fhow on the feftival of 
Caefar Geta. The day we were in the ftocks (b) I had this 
vifion : I faw the place, which I had beheld dark before, 
now luminous j and Dinocrates, with his body very clean 
and well clad, refrefhing himfelf, and inftead of his wound 
a fear only. I awaked and I knew he was relieved from his 
pain (c)." 

" Some days after, Pudens the officer, who commanded 
the guards of the prifon, feeing that God favoured us with 

*' many 



[b) Thefe ftocks called Nervus 
were a wooden machine with 
many holes in which the pri- 
foners feet were fattened and 
llretched to great diftances, as 
to the fourth or fifth holes, for 
the increafe of their torment. St. 
Perpetua remarks, they were 
chained, and alfo fet in this en- 
gine during their ftay in the 
camp-prifon which feems to have 
been feveral days, in expectation 
of the day of the publick {hows. 

(c) By the conclufions which 
St. Perpetua was led to make 
from her two vifions, it evident- 
ly appears, that the church, in 
that early age, believed the doc- 
trine of the expiation of certain 
lins after death, and prayed for 
the faithful departed. This mull 
be allowed even though it fhould 
be pretended that her vifions 
were not from God. But nei- 
ther St. A nil in nor any other an- 
cient ever entertained the leaft 
fufpicion on that head. Nor can 

2 pre fume that the goodnefs of 
God would permit one full of 
fuch ardent love of him to be 
impoftd upon in a point of this 



nature. The Oxonian editor 
of thefe a£ts knew not what other 
anfwer to make to this ancient 
teftimony, than that St. Perpetua 
feems to have been a Montanift, 
(p. 14.) But this unjuft cenfure 
Dodwell (DuT, Cypr. A. n. 8. p. 
15.) and others have confuted. 
And could St. Auilin with the 
whole catholick church have 
ranked a Montanift among the 
moft illuftrious martyrs ? That 
father himfelf in many places of 
his works clearly explains the 
fame doclrine of the catholick 
faith, concerning a ftate of tem- 
porary fufFerings in the other 
world, and conformably to it 
{peaks of thefe vilions (1. deorig. 
animce 1. 1 c. io. p. 343. &M* 
c. 18. p. 401. t. 10. &c.) He 
fays, that Dinocrates mull have 
received baptifm, but after wardi 
finned, perhaps by having been 
fed need by his pagan father into 
forne a£t of fuperftition, or by 
lying, or by fome other faults ofl 
which children in that tender age 
may be guilty. IlHut atatis pay 
et 7ne?itiri et *verum laqui, ticorf iir 
ct ricgarc jam foffunt* Lib. U C»l°! 
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« many gifts, had a great efteem of us, and admitted many 
« people to vifit us for our mutual comfort. On the day of 
" the publick fhows my father came to find me our, over- 
" whelmed with forrow. He tore his beard, he threw himfelf 
V proftrate on the ground, curfed his years, and faid enough 
« to move any creature ; and I was ready to die with forrow 
< 4 to fee my father in fo deplorable a condition. On the eve 
44 of the fhows I was favoured with the following vifion. 
44 The deacon Pomponius, methought, knocked very hard at the 
< 4 prifon door, which I opened to him. He was clothed with 
44 a white robe, embroidered with innumerable pomegranates 
44 of gold. He faid to me : " Perpetua, we wait for you, 
< 4 come along." He then took me by the hand and led me 
4C through very rough places into the middle of the amphi- 
" theatre, and faid : " Fear not." And leaving me, faid 
<c again : c< I will be with you in a moment, and bear a part 
« with you in your pains." I was wondering the beafts were 
44 not let out againft us, when there appeared a very ill-favoured 
" Egyptian who came to encounter me with others. But 
44 another beautiful troop of young men declared for me, and 
" anointed me with oil for the combat. Then appeared 
44 a man of a prodigious ftature, in rich apparel, having a wand 
44 in his hand like the matters of the gladiators, and a green 
44 bough on which hung golden apples. Having ordered fi- 
44 lence, he faid that the bough fhould be my prize, if I van- 
* c quifhed the Egyptian: but that if he conquered me, he 
44 fhould kill me with his fword. After a long and obftinate 
44 engagement, I threw him on his face, and trod upon his 
<4 head. The people applauded my victory with loud accla- 
<4 mations. I then approached the matter of the amphitheatre 
" who gave me the bough with a kifs, and faid : Peace be 
w with you my daughter. After this I awoke, and found that 
tc I was hot fd much to combat with wild beafts as with 
* c the devils." Here ends the relation of St. Perpetua. 

St. Saturus had alfo a vifion which he wrote himfelf. He 
and his companions were conducted by a bright angel into a 
moft delightful garden, in which they met fome holy martyrs 
lately dead, namely, Jocundus, Saturn inus and Artaxius, who 
had been burned alive for the faith, and Quintus, who died 
in prifon. They enquired after other martyrs of their acquaint- 
ance, fay the acts, and were conducted into a moft ftatcly pa- 
lace, fhining like the fun : and in it faw the king of this moft 
glorious place furrounded by his happy fubjects, and heard a 
voico compofed of many, which continually cried : Holy, holy, 
holy. Saturus, turning to Perpetua, faid : " You have here 

M What you dofircd*" She replied : « God be praifed, I have 
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€ * more joy here than ever I had in the flefli." He adds, Go- 
ing out of the garden they found before the gate on the right- 
hand their biftiop of Carthage, Optatus, and on the left, Af- 
pafius, prieft of the fame church, both of them alone and 
fbrrowful. They fell at the martyrs feet, and begged they 
would reconcile them together, for a diflention had happened 
between them. The mmyrs embraced them, faying : " Are 
* c not you our bifhop, and you a prieft of our Lord? It is 
* 6 our duty to proftiate ourfelves before you." Perpetua was 
dilcourfing with them ; but certain angels came and drove 
hence Optatus and Afpafius 5 and bad them not to difturb the 
martyrs, but be reconciled to each other. The bifliop Op- 
tatus was alfo charged to heal the divifions that reigned among 
feveral of his church. The angels after thefe reprimands 
feemed ready to (hut the gates of the garden. *' Here, fays 
* c he, we faw many of our brethren and martyrs likewife. We 
<c were fed with an ineffable odour, which delighted and fa- 
" tisfied us." Such was the viiion of Saturus. The reft of 
the a£ts was added by an eye-witnefs. God had called to him- 
felf Secondulus in pri/on. Felicitas was eight months gone 
with child, and as the day of the fhows approached, fhe was 
inconfolable left fhe mould not be brought to bed before it 
came 5 fearing that her martyrdom would be deferred on that 
account, becaufe women with child were not allowed to be exe- 
cuted before they were delivered : the reft alfo were fenfibly af- 
flicted on their part to leave her alone in the road to their common 
hope. Wherefore they unanimoufly joined in prayer to obtain 
of God that fhe might be delivered againft the fhows. Scarce 
had they flniihcd their prayer, when Felicitas found herfelf in 
labour. She cried out under the violence of her pain ; one of 
the guards afked her, if fhe could not bear the throes of child- 
birth without crying out, what (he would do when expofed to 
the wild bcafts. She anfwered : «« It is I that fuffer what J 
<c now fuffer j but then there will be another in me that will 
<c fuffer for me, becaufe I mall fuffer for him." She was then 
delivered of a daughter which a certain chriftian woman took 
care of, and brought up as her own child. The tribune, who 
had the holy martyrs in cuftody, being informed by fome per- 
fons of little credit, that the chriltians would free thcmfclves 
out of prifon by fome magick inchantmcnts, ufed them the 
more cruelly on that account, and forbad any to fee them. 
Thereupon Perpetua (aid to him : " Why do you not afford 
* c us fome relief lince we are condemned by Caefar, and de- 
* c ftined to combat at his feftival ? Will it not be to your ho- 
* c nour that we appear well fed ?" At this the tribune trembled 

pnd bluflicd, and ordered thcrn to be ufed with more humanity* 
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and their friends to be admitted to fee them. Pudens, the keeper 
of the prifon, being already converted, fecretly did them all the 
good offices in his power. The day before they fufFered they 
gave them, according to cuftom, their I a ft meal which was 
called a free fupper, and they eat in publick. But the mar- 
tyrs did their utmoft to change it into an jfvaf>e, or Love-feafh 
Their chamber was full of people, whom they talked to with 
their ufual refolution, threatning them with the judgments of 
God, and extolling the happinefs of their own fufferings. Sa- 
turtis, fmiling at the curiofity of thole that came to fee them, 
faid to them, 66 Will not to-morrow fufnce to fatisfy your in- 
" human curiofity in our regard ? However you may feem now 
" to pity us, to-morrow you will clap your hands at our death, 
" and applaud our murderers. But obferve well our faces, 
<; that you may know them again at that terrible day when all 
** men ftiall be judged." They fpoke with fuch courage and 
intrepidity, as aftonifhed the infidels-, and occafioned the con* 
verfion of feveral among them. 

The day of their triumph being come they went out of the 
prifon to go to the amphitheatre. Joy fparkled in their eyes, and 
appeared in all their geftuies and words. Perpetua walked 
with a compofed countenance and eafy pace, as a woman 
cheriflied by Jefus Chrift, with her eyes modeftly caft down : 
Felicitas went with her, following the men, not able to contain 
her joy. When they came to the gate of the amphitheatre the 
guards would have given them, according to cuftom, the fu- 
perftitious habits with which they adorned fuch as appeared at 
thefe fights. For the men, a red mantle, which was the habit 
of the priefts of Saturn : for the women, a little fillet round the 
head, by which the prieftelTes of Ceres were known- The 
martyrs rejected thofe idolatrous ceremonies; and, by the 
mouth of Perpetua, faid, they came thither of their own ac- 
cord on the promife made them that they fhould not be forced 
to any thing contrary to their religion. The tribune then con- 
fen ted that they might appear in the amphitheatre habited as 
they were. Perpetua fung, as being already victorious; Revo- 
catus, Saturninus, and Saturus threatened the people that be- 
held them with the judgments of God : and as they patted over- 
againfr. the balcony of Hilarian they faid to him; 46 You judge 
" us in this world, but God will judge you in the next. " 
The people, enraged at their boldnefs, begged they might 
he fcourged, which was granted. They accordingly patted be- 
fore the Fcnatores (d) or hunters, each of whom gave them a 

E c 4 lafli. 

(d) Pro or dine wnatorum. Ve~ that were armed to encounter 

mtora is the name given to thofe the bealts, who put themfelvcs 

in 
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Jafh. They rejoiced exceedingly in being thought worthy to 
refemble our Saviour in his fufferings. God granted to each 
of them the death they defired; for when they were difcourfing 
together about what kind of martyrdom would be agreeable to 
each, Sat u minus declared that he would chufe to be expofed to 
beafts of feveral forts in order to the aggravation of his fuffer- 
ings. Accordingly he, and Revocatus, after having been at- 
tacked by a leopard, were alfo aflaulted by a bean Saturus 
dreaded nothing fo much as a bear, and therefore hoped a leo- 
pard would difpatch him at once with his teeth. He was then 
expofed to a wild boar, but the beaft turned upon his keeper, 
who received fuch a wound from him that he died a few days 
after, and Saturus was only dragged along by him. Then 
they tied the martyr to the bridge near a bear, but that beaft 
came not out of his lodge, fo that Saturus, being found and not 
hurt, was called upon for a fecond encounter. This gave him 
an opportunity of ipeaking to Pudens, the jailor that had been 
converted. The martyr encouraged him to conftancy in the 
faith, and faid to him ; " You fee I have not yet been hurt by 
<c any beaft, as I defired and foretold ; believe then ftedfaftly in 
* c Chrift, I am going where you will fee a leopard with one 
" bite take away my life." It happened fo, for a leopard 
being let out upon him covered him all over with blood, where- 
upon the people jeering cryed out : 6< He is well baptized." The 
martyr faid to Pudens, <c Go, remember my faith, and let our 
46 fufferings rather ftrengthen than trouble you. Give me the 

ring you have on your finger." Saturus, having dipt it in his 
wound, gave it him back to keep as a pledge to animate him to 
a conftancy in his faith, and fell down dead foon after. Thus 
he went fir ft to glory to wait for Perpetua according to her 
vifion. Some, with Mabillon (5), think this Pudens is the 
martyr honoured in Africa, on the 29th of April. 

In the mean time, Perpetua and Felicitas had been expofed 
to a wild cow ; Perpetua was fir ft attacked, and the cow having 
tolled her up, fhe fell on her back. Then putting her/elf in a 
fitting pofture, and perceiving her clothes were torn, flic ga- 
thered them about her in the beit manner (he could, to cover 
Iierfelf, thinking more of decency than her fuftcriiigs. Getting 

up, not to feem difconfolate me tied up her hair, which was 

fallen 

(5) Analccl. T. 3. p. 403, 



in ranks, with whips in their 
hands, and each of them gave a 
lafli 10 the Ucliiarii, or thole con- 
demned to the beaib, whom they 



obliged to pafs naked before 
them in the middle of the pit, or 
arena. 
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fallen loofe, and perceiving Felicitas on the ground much hurt 
by a tofs of the cow, fhe helped her to rife. They flood to- 
gether, expecting another afTault from the beafts, but the peo- 
ple crying out, that it was enough, the/ were led to the 
gate Sanevivaria, where thofe that were not killed by the beafts 
were difpatched at the end of the fhows by the confeftores. Per- 
petua was here received by Rufticus, a catechumen, who at-* 
tended her. This admirable woman feemed juft returning to 
herfelf out of a long extafy, and afk'd when (he was to fight 
the wild cow- Being told what had pafled, fhe could not ber 
Jieve it till fhe faw on her body and clothes the marks of what 
{he had fuffered, and knew the catechumen. With regard to 
this circumftance of her acts St. Auftin cries out; 6C Where 
u was fhe when a/faulted and torn by fo furious a wild beaft, 
<c without feeling her wounds, and when after that furious 
<c combat fhe afked when it would begin ? What did fhe fee . 
" not to fee what all the world faw ? What did fhe enjoy who 
" did not feel fuch pain ? By what love, by what vifion, by 
ct what potion was fhe fo tran {ported out of herfelf, and as it 
" were divinely inebriated to feem without feeling in a mortal 
" body ?" She called for her brother, and faid to him and Ruf- 
ticus, <c Continue firm in the faith, love one another, and 
" be not fcandalized at our fufrerings.'' All the martyrs were 
now brought to the place of their butchery. But the people* 
not yet fatisfied with beholding blood, cried out to have them 
brought into the middle of the amphitheatre, that they might 
have the pleafure of feeing them receive the laft blow. Upon 
this fome of the martyrs rofe up, and having given one another 
the kifs of peace, went of their own accord into the middle 
of the Arena 5 others were difpatched without fpeaking, or Hir- 
ing out of the place they were in. St. Perpetua fell into the 
hands of a very timorous and unfkilful apprentice of the gladi- 
ators, who, with a trembling hand, gave her many flight 
wounds, which made her Janguifh a long time. Thus, fays? 
St. Auftin, did two women, amidft fierce beafts and the fwords 
of gladiators, vanquifh the devil and all his fury. The day of 
their martyrdom was the feventh of March, as it is marked in 
the moft ancient martyrologics, and in the Roman calendar as 
old as the year 354, publifhed by Bucherius. St. Profpcr fays 
they fuffered at Carthage, which agrees with all the circum- 
ihuices. Their bodies were in the great church of Carthage in 
the fifth age, as St. Victor (6) informs us. St, Auftin fays 
their feftival drew yearly more to honoui their memory in their 
church than curiofity had done to their martyrdom. They arc 
mentioned in the canon of the Mate. 

On 

(6) Victor 1. 1. p. 4, 
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On the fame Day 

St. Paul, anchoret. From his Ignorance of fecular learning, and 
Ills extraordinary humility, he was furnamed the Simple. He fer- 
ved God in the world to the age of lixty, in the toils of a poor 
and laborious country life. The incontinency of his wife contri- 
buted to wean his foul from all earthly ties. Checks and 
crofles which men meet with in this life, arc great graces. God's 
f wee t providence fows our roads with thorns, that we may learn to 
defpife the vanity, and hate the treachery of the world. " When 
** mothers would wean their children, fays St. Auftin, they anoint 
** their breafts with aloes, that the babe being offended at the 
" bitternefs, may no more feek the nipple." Thus has God in 
his mercy filled the world with forrow and vexation ; but woe to 
thofe who ftill continue to love it I Even in this life miferies will 
be the wages of their fin, and folly, and their eternal portion will 
be the fecond death. Paul found true happinefs becaufe he convert- 
ed his heart perfectly from the world to God. Defiring to devote 
himfelf totally to his love, he determined to betake himfelf to the 
great St. Antony. He went eight days journey into the defert, to 
the holy patriarch, and begged that he would admit him among 
his difciples, and teach him the way of falvation. Antony harfti- 
ly rejected him, telling him, he was too old to bear the aufterities 
of that ftate. He therefore bad him return home, and follow the 
bufmefs of his calling, and fanctify it by the fpirit of recollection 
and afliduous prayer. Having faid this he fhut his door : but Paul 
continued falling and praying before his door, till Antony feeing his 
fervour, on the fourth day opened it again, and going out to him, 
after feveral trials of his obedience, admitted him to the monaltic!: 
ftate, and prefcribed him a rule of life ; teaching him, by the mod 
perfect obedience to crucify in himfelf all attachment to his own 
will, the fource of pride; by the denial of his fenfes and amduous 
hard labour to fubdue his fiefh ; and by continual prayer at his 
work, and at other times to purify his heart, and inflame it with 
heavenly affections. He inftructed him how to pray, ordered 
him never to cat before fun-fet, nor fo much at a meal as 
entirely to fatisfy hunger. Paul, by obedience and humility, laid 
the foundation of an eminent fanctity in his foul, which being dead 
to all felf-will and to creatures, foared towards God with great fer- 
vour and purity of affections. 

Among the examples of his ready obedience it is recorded, that 
when he had wrought with great diligence in making mats and 
hurdles, praying at the fame time without intermiflion, St. Antony 
did iked his work, and bad him undo it and make it over again. 
Paul did fo, without any dejection in his countenance, or making 
the leait reply, or even afking to eat a morfel of bread, though he 
had already puffed feven days without taking any rcfrcflimenL 
After tli is, Antony ordered him to moillen in water four loaves of 
fix ounces each ; for their bread in the deferts was exceeding hard and 
dry. When their refection wan prepared, inftcadof eating he bad Paul 

ling pfalms with him, then to lit down by the loaves, and :it ni[^». 
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after praying together, to take his reft. He called him up at mid- 
night to pray with him : this exercife the old man continued with 
great chearfulnefs till three o'clock in the afternoon the following day* 
After fun-fet each eat one loaf, and Antony aflced Paul if he would 
take another. " Yes, if you do," faid Paul ; Cl I am a monk," faid 
Antony ; " And I deft* re to be one," replied the difciple ; whereupoa 
they aiofe, fang 1 2 pfalms, and recited 12 other prayers. After 
a fliort repofe they both arofe again to prayer at mid-nighc. Th© 
experienced director exercifed his obedience by frequent trials, 
bidding him one day, when many monks were come to vific him 
to receive his fpiritual advice, to fpill a ve/Tel of honey, and then, 
to gather it up without any duft. At other times he ordered him 
to draw water a whole day and pour it out again ; to make baf- 
kets and pull them to pieces ; to few and unfew his garments, 
and the like. What victories over themfelves and their palfions 
might youth and others, Sec. gain ? what a treafure of virtue 
might they procure, by a ready and voluntary obedience and con- 
formity of their will to that of thofe whom providence hath placed 
over them ? This they would find the effectual means to crufti pride, 
and fubdue their paffions. But obedience is of little advantage 
unlefs it bend the will itfelf, and reprefs all wilful interiour murmur- 
ing and repugnance. When Paul had been fufficiently exercifed, 
and inftrucled in the duties of a monaftick life, St. Antony placed 
him in a cell three miles from his own, where he vifited him from 
time to time. He ufually preferred his virtue to that of all his 
other difciples, and propofed him to them as a model. He fre- 
quently fent to Paul fick perfons, or thofe poflefTed by the devil, 
whom he was not able to cure, as not having received the gift ; and 
by the difciple's prayers they never failed of a cure. St. Paul died 
fome time after the year 330. He is commemorated both by the 
Greeks and Latins on the 7th of March. See Palladius, Rufinus 
and Sozomen, abridged by Tilleinont, T.7. p. 144. 
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St- JOHN of God, C. Founder of 

the Order of Charity* 

-Prom his life written by. Francis de Ca/lro 25 years after his 
death, abridged by Baillet, p, QZ* and F. Helyot Hljl. des Or- 
dres Relig* T. 4. />. I 3.1. 

* 

A. D. 1550. 

ST. Joh N, furnamed of God, was born in Portugal in 
1495. His parents were of the loweft rank in the country, 
hut devout and charitable. John fpent a confidence part of 
liis youth in fervice, under the mayoral or chief fhepherd of the 
count of Oropeufa in Caftille, and in great innocence and 
-virtue. In 1522, he lifted hirnfelf in a company of foot raifed 
"by the count* and fervid' in-., the wars/between the French and 
Spaniards ; as -he did afterwards in Hungary againft the Turks 
whilft the eraperour Charles V. was king of Spain. By the 
Jicentioumefs of his companions he, by degrees, loft his fear 
of offending God, and laid aftde the greateft part of his prac- 
tices of devotion. The 1 troop winch he belonged to being 
difbanded, he went into Andalufia in 1536, where he entered 
the fervice of a rich lady near Seville, in quality of fhep- 
fcerd. Being now about 40 years of age, ftung with remorle 
for his paft mifconduft, he began to entertain very ferious 
thoughts of a change of life, and doing penance for his fins. 
He accordingly employed the greateft part of his time, both by 
day and night, in the cxercifes of prayer and mortification ; be- 
wailing almoft continually his ingratitude towards God, and 
deliberating how he could dedicate himfelf in the moft perfect 
manner to his fervice. His companion for the diftreflcd moved 
him to take a resolution of leaving his place, and patting into 
Africa that he might comfort and fuccour the poor flaves there, 
not without hopes of meeting; with the crown of martyrdom. 
At Gibraltar he met with a Portugucfc gentleman condemned 
tp bai\iflx<ncnt, and whofc cftatc had alio been confifcatcd by 
king John III. ' He was then in the hands of the king's ofli- 
ccrs, together with his wife and children, and on his way 

to Ceuta in Barbary, the place of his exile. John, ont o 

chanty 
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charity and companion, ferved him without any wages. At 
Ceuta the gentleman falling fick with grief and the change of 
air, was foon reduced to fuch (heights as to be obliged to dif- 
pofe of the fmall remains of his (nattered fortune for the fa- 
mily's fupport. John, not content to fell what little ftock he 
was matter of to relieve them, went to day-labour at the pub- 
lick works, to earn all he could for their fubfi&ence. The 
apoftacy of one of his companions alarmed him ; and his con- 
fcflbr, telling him that his going in queft of martyrdom was 
an illufion, he determined to return to Spain. Coming 
back to Gibraltar, his piety fuggefted to him to turn pedlar* 
and fell little pictures and books of devotion, which might 
furnifli him with opportunities of exhorting his cuftomers to vir- 
tue. His frock increafing conflderably, he fettled in Granada* 
where he opened a fhop in 153S, being then 43 years of age. 

The great preacher and fervant of God, John D'AviJa* 
furnamed the Apoftle of Andalufia, preached that year at Grana- 
da on St. Sebaftian's day, which is there kept as a great feftival. 
John having heard his fermon, was fo affecled with it, that 
melting into tears, he filled the whole church with his cries 
and lamentations; detefting his paft life, beating his breaft* 
and calling aloud for mercy. Not content with this, he ran 
about the ftreets like a diffracted perfon, tearing his hair, and 
behaving in fuch a manner that he was followed every where 
by the rabble with fticks and ftones, and came home all be- 
fmeared with dirt and blood. He then gave away all he had in the 
world* and having thus reduced himfelf to abfolute poverty 
that he might die to himfelf and crucify all the fentiments of the 
old man, he began again to counterfeit the madman, running 
about the ftreets as before, till fome had the charity to take him 
to the venerable John D'Avila, covered with dirt and blood. 
The holy man, full of thefpirit of God, foon difcovered in John 
the motions of extraordinary graces, fpoke to him in private* 
heard his general confeflion, and gave him proper advice, and 
promifed his afliftance ever after. John, out of a dcfire of the 
greatcft humiliations, returned foon after to his apparent mad- 
nefs and extravagances. He was thereupon taken up and put in- 
to a madhoufe in fuppofition of his being difordcrcd in his 
hn{es 9 where the fevereft methods weic ufed to bring him 
to himfelf, all which he underwent in the fpirit of penance, 
and by way of attoncmcnt for the fins of his paft life. Dr. 
D'Avila being informed of his conduct came to vifit him, and 
found him reduced almoft to the grave by weaknefs, and his 
body covered with wounds and fores ; but his foul was ftill vi- 
gorous, and thirfting with the grcateft ardour after new fufter- 
4Ug e a «d hmuiJiaUQns, D'Avila however told him, that having 

now 
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now been fufficiently exercifed in that fo iingular a method of 
penance and humiliation, he advifed him to employ himfelf for 
the time to come in fomething more conducive to his own and 
the publick good. His exhortation had its defired effect ; and 
he grew inftantly calm and fedate, to the great aftonifhment of 
his keepers. He continued however fome time longer in the 
hofpital, ferving the fick, but left it entirely on St. Urfula's day, 
in 1539. This his extraordinary conduct is an object of our 
admiration, not of our imitation : in this faint it was the effect 
of the fervour of his converfion, his defire of humiliation, and 
a holy hatred of himfelf and his paft criminal life. By it he 
learned in a fhort time perfectly to die to himfelf and the world ; 
which prepared his foul for the graces which God afterwards 
beftowed on him. He then thought of executing his defrgn of 
doing fomething for the relief of the poor ; and after a pilgri- 
mage to our Lady's in Guadaloupa to recommend himfelf and 
his undertaking to her interceflion, in a place celebrated for de- 
votion to her, he began by felling wood in the market-place, 
to feed fome poor by the means of his labour. Soon after he 
hired a houfe to harbour poor lick perfons in, whom he ferved 
2nd provided for, with an ardour, prudence, economy and 
vigilance that furprifed the whole city. This was the founda- 
tion of the Order of Charity in 1 540, which, by the bene- 
diction of heaven, has fince been fpread all over Chriftendom. 
John was occupied all day in ferving his patients : in the night 
he went out to carry in new objects of charity, rather than to 
feek out provifions for them ; for people of their own accord 
brought him in all neceflaries for his little hofpital. The arch- 
bifhop of Granada taking notice of fo excellent an eftablifh- 
ment, and admiring the incomparable order obferved in it, 
both for the ipiritual and temporal care of the poor, furnifhed 
confiderable fums to increafe it, and favoured it with his pro- 
tection. This excited all perfons to vie with each other in con- 
tributing to it. Indeed the charity, patience, and modefty of 
St. John, and his wonderful care and forefight engaged every 
one to admire and favour the inilitutc. The bifhop of Tuy, 
prcfident of the royal court of judicature in Granada, having 
invited the holy man to dinner, put feveral queftions to him, 
to all which he anfwercd in fuch a manner, as gave the bifhop 
the higheft efteem of his perfon. It was this prelate that gave 
him the name of John of God 9 and prefcribed him a kind of 
habit, though St. John never thought of founding a religious 
Order : for the rules which bear his name were only drawn up 
in 1556, fix years after his death ; and religious vows were not 
introduced among his brethren before the year 1570. 
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To make trial of the faint's diflntereftednefs, the marquis of 
Tarifa came to him in difguife, to beg an alms on pretence of 
a neceflary law-fuit, and he received from his hands 25 ducats, 
which was all he had. The marquis was Co much edified by 
his charity, that, befides returning the fum, he beftowed on 
him 150 crowns of gold, and fent to his hofpitai, every day 
during his ftay at Granada, 150 loaves, four fheep, and fix 
pullets. But the holy man gave a frill more illuftrious proof of 
his charity when the hofpitai was on fire ; for he carried out 
moft of the fick on his own back : and tho* he palled and re~ 
pafled through the flames, and ftaid in the midft of them a 
confiderable time, he received no hurt. But his charity was 
not confined to his own hofpitai : he looked upon it as his own 
misfortune if the necefiities of any diftrefied perfon in the 
whole country had remained unrelieved. He therefore made 
ftrict enquiry into the wants of the poor over the whole pro- 
vince, relieved many in their own houfes, employed in a pro- 
per manner thofe that were able to work, and with wonderful 
fagacity laid himfelf out every way to comfort and affift all the 
afflicted members of Chrift. He was particularly active and 
vigilant in fettling and providing for young maidens in difirefe, 
to prevent the danger to which they are often expofed of taking 
bad courfes. He alfo reclaimed many who were already en- 
gaged in vice : for which purpofe he fought out publick finners, 
and holding a crucifix in his hand, with rtfany tears exhorted 
them to repentance, Tho 3 his life feemed to be taken up in 
continual action, he accompanied it with perpetual prayer and 
incredible corporal aufterities. And his tears of devotion, his 
frequent raptures, and his eminent fpirit of contemplation, gave 
a luftre to his other virtues. But his fincere humility appeared 
moft admirable in all his actions, even amidft the honours 
which he received at the court of Valladolid, whither bufinefs 
called him. The king and princes feemed to vie with each 
other who fhould fhew him the greatcft courtefy, or put the 
largeft alms in his hands ; whofe charitable contributions he 
employed with great prudence in Valladolid itfelf, and tho 
adjacent country. Only perfect virtue could ftand the teft of 
honours, amidft which he appeared the moft humble. Humi- 
liations feemed to be his delight : thefe he courted and fought, 
and always underwent them with great alacrity. One day 
when a woman called him hypocrite, and loaded him with in- 
vectives, he gave her privately a piece of money, and defired 
her to repeat all fhe had faid in the market-place. 

Worn out at J aft by ten years hard fervice in his hofpitai, he 
fell fick. The immediate occafion of his di (temper feemed to 

be excefs of fatigue in laving wood and pthor fi|ch tilings for 

the 
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the poor in a great flood, in which feeing a perfon in dan- 
ger of being drowned, he fwam in his long clothes to endea- 
vour to refcue him, not without imminent hazard of his own 
life : but he could not fee his chriftian brother perifti with- 
out endeavouring at all hazards to fuccour him. He at firft 
concealed his ficknefs, that he might not be obliged to diminifli 
his labours and extraordinary aufterities ; but in the mean time 
he carefully revifed the inventories of all things belonging to 
his hofpital, and infpetSted all the accounts. He alfo reviewed 
«ill the excellent regulations which he had made for its admi- 
miftration, the diftribution of time, and the exercifes of piety 
to be obferved in it. Upon a complaint that he harboured idle 
ftrollers and bad women, the archbifliop fent for him, and laid 
open the charge againfl: him. The man of God threw himfelf 
proftrate at his feet, and faid : " The Son of God came for 
* c finners, and we are obliged to promote their converfion, to 
« c exhort them, and to figh and pray for them. I am unfaith- 
« c ful to my vocation becaufe I neglect this ; and 1 confefs that 
<c I know no other bad perfon in my hofpital but myfelf ; who, 
* c as I am obliged to own with extreme confufion, am a moft 
c< bafe fmner, altogether unworthy to eat the bread of the 
« 6 poor/' This he fpoke with fo feeling an humility that all 
prefent were much moved, and the archbifliop difmifled him 
with refpecl:, leaving all things to his difcretion. His illnefs 
encreafing, the news of it was fpread abroad. The lady Anne 
Offorio was no fooner informed of his condition, but ftie came 
in her coach to the hofpital to fee him. The fervant of God 
lay in his habit in his little cell, covered with a piece of an old 
coat inftead of a blanket, and having under his head, not in- 
deed a ftone, as was his cuflom, but a bafket, in which he ufed 
to beg alms in the city for his hofpital. The poor and fick flood 
weeping round him. The lady moved with companion dif- 
patched fecretly a meffagc to the archbifliop, who fent imme- 
diately an order to St. John to obey her as he would do himfelf, 
during his illnefs. By virtue of this authority fhe obliged him 
to leave his hofpital. He named Anthony Martin fuperiour in 
his place, and gave moving inftrucliona to his brethren, re- 
commending to them in particular obedience and charity. In 
going out he vifitcd the Blefled Sacrament, and poured forth his 
heart before it with extraordinary fervour; remaining there 
abforpt in his devotions fo long, that the lady Anne Oflbrio 
caufed him to be taken up and carried into her coach, in which 
Ihe conveyed him to her own houfc. She herfclf prepared 
With the help of her maids, and gave him with hor own hands, 
his broths and other things, and often read to him the hiftory 

of the paffion of our Divine Redeemer. He complained that 
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whilft our Saviour in his agony drank gall, they gave him, a 
miferable firmer, broths. Xhe whole city was in tears; all the 
nobility vifited him ; the magiftrates came to beg he would 
give his benediction to their city. He anfwered, that his fins 
rendered him the fcandal and reproach of their country ; but 
recommended to them his brethren the poor, and hi:, religious 
that ferved them. At laif, by order of the archbufaop, he 
gave the city his dying benediction. His exhortations to all 
were moft pathetick. His prayer confifled of moft humble 
fentiments of compunction, and inflamed afpirations of divine 
love. The archbifhop faid mafs in his chamber, heard his 
confeflion, gave him the Viaticum and ex treme- unction , and 
promifed to pay all his debts, and to provide for all his poor. 
The faint expired on his knees, before the altar, on the eighth 
of March, in 1550, being exactly fifty-five years old. He was 
buried by the archbifhop at the head of all the clergy both fecular 
and regular, accompanied by all the court, noblefle and city, 
with the utmofr. pomp. He was honoured by many miracles, 
beatified by Urban VIII. in 1630, and canonized by Alex- 
ander VIII. in 1690. His relicks were tranflated into the 
church of his brethren in 1664. His Order of Chanty to fervc 
the fick was approved of by Pope Pius V. Xhe Spaniards have 
their own general : but the religious in France and Italy obey a 
general who refides at Rome. They follow the rule of St. 
Auflin. 

On the fame DAY* 

St. Felix, B. C. He was a holy Burgundian priefl, who con- 
verted and baptized Sigebcrc prince of the Eaft-Angles, during his 
exile in France, whither he was forced to retire, to fecure himfelf 
from the infidious practices of his relations. Sigebert being called 
home to the crown of his anccftors, invited out of France his fpiri- 
tual father St. Felix, to amil him in bringing over his idolatrous 
fubjects to the cluiflian faith : thefe were the inhabitants of Norfolk, 
Suffolk and Cambridgcfliirc Our faint being ordained biihop by Ho- 
norius archbifhop of Canterbury, and deputed by him to preach to the 
Eaft- Angles, was furprifnigly fuccefs/ul in his undertaking, and 
made almoft a thorough converiion of that country. The molt 
learned and moft chriilian king, Sigebert, as he is itylcd by Bcde, 
concurred with him in all things, and founded churches, monas- 
teries and fehools. From thole words of .Bcdc, that " He fet up a 
11 fchool for youth, in which Felix furnifhed him with matters," 
fome have called him the founder of the univerlity of Cambridge. 
St. Felix cftablifhed fehools at Felixflow ; CrcHy adds at Flixton 
or Felix ton. King Sigebert after two years, rcligneu his crown to 
ttgrick his coufin, and became a monk at Cnoberiburgh, now Burgh- 
caille, in Suffolk, which monallcry he had founded for St. furfey. 

Vol. I. F f Faur 
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the poor in a great flood, in which feeing a perfon in dan- 
ger of being drowned, he fwam in his long clothes to endea- 
vour to refcue him, not without imminent hazard of his own 
life : but he could not fee his chriftian brother perim with- 
out endeavouring at all hazards to fuccour him. He at firft 
concealed his ficknefs, that he might not be obliged to diminifli 
his labours and extraordinary auflerities ; but in the mean time 
he carefully revifed the inventories of all things belonging to 
his hofpital, and infpefted all the accounts. He alfo reviewed 
all the excellent regulations which he had made for its admi- 
nift-ration, the diftribution of time, and the exercifes of piety 
to be obferved in it. Upon a complaint that he harboured idle 
ftrollers and bad women, the archbifhop fent for him, and laid 
open the charge againft him. The man of God threw himfelf 
proftrate at his feet, and faid : 46 The Son of God came for 
* c finners, and we are obliged to promote their converfton, to 
< c exhort them, and to figh and pray for them. I am unfaith- 
(C ful to my vocation becaufe I neglect this ; and 1 confefs that 
<c I know no other bad perfon in my horpital but niyfelf 5 who, 
* c as I am obliged to own with extreme confulion, am a moll 
<c bafe finner, altogether unworthy to eat the bread of the 
« 6 poor." This he fpoke with fo feeling an humility that all 
prefent were much moved, and the archbifhop difmhTed him 
with refpedfc, leaving all things to his difcretion. His illnefs 
encreafing, the news of it was fpread abroad. The lady Anne 
Oflbrio was no fooner informed of his condition, but (he came 
in her coach to the hofpital to fee him. The fervant of God 
lay in his habit in his little cell, covered with a piece of an old 
coat inftead of a blanket, and having under his head, not in- 
deed a ftone, as was his cuflom, but a bafket, in which he ufed 
to beg alms in the city for his hofpital. The poor and fick flood 
weeping round him. The lady moved with companion dif- 
patched fecretly a mefTagc to the archbifliop, who fent imme- 
diately an order to St. John to obey her as he would do himfelf, 
during his illnefs. By virtue of this authority flie obliged him 
to leave his hofpital. He named Anthony Martin fupcriour in 
his place, and gave moving inftructiona to his brethren, re- 
commending to them in particular obedience and charity. In 
going out he vifitcd the Blefled Sacrament, and poured forth his 
heart before it with extraordinary fervour ; remaining there 
abforpt in his devotions fo long, that the lady Anne Oflbrio 
caufed him to be taken up and carried into her coach, in which 
fhe conveyed him to her own houfe. She hcrfelf prepared 
with the help of her maids, and gave him with hor own hands, 
his broths and other things, and often read to him the hiftory 

©f the paiEon of our Divine Redeemer. He complained that 
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whilft our Saviour in his agony drank gall, they gave him, a 
miferable {inner, broths. The whole city was in tears; all the 
nobility vifited him ; the magiftrates came to beg he would 
give his benediclion to their city. He anfwered, that his fins 
rendered him the fcandal and reproach of their country ; but 
recommended to them his brethren the poor, and hi:, religious 
that ferved them. At laff, by order of the archbjihop, he 
gave the city his dying benediction. His exhortations to all 
were moft pathetick. His prayer confifled of moft humble 
fentiments of compunction, and inflamed afpirations of divine 
love. The archbifhop faid mafs in his chamber, heard his 
confcflion, gave him the Viaticum and extreme-unction, and 
promifed to pay all his debts, and to provide for all his poor. 
The faint expired on his knees, before the altar, on the eighth 
of March, in 1550, being exactly fifty-five years old. He was 
buried by the archbifhop at the head of all the clergy both fecular 
and regular, accompanied by all the court, noblefle and city, 
with the utmoft pomp. He was honoured by many miracles* 
beatified by Urban VIII. in 1630, and canonized by Alex- 
ander VIII. in 1690. His relicks were tranflated into the 
church of his brethren in 1664. His Order of Charity to ferve 
the fick was approved of by Pope Pius V. The Spaniards have 
their own general : but the religious in France and Italy obey a 
general who re fides at Rome. They follow the rule of St* 
Auffin. 



On the fame DAY 



St. Felix, B. C. Me was a holy Burgundian pricft, who con- 
verted and baptized Sigebert prince of the Eafl -Angles, during his 
exile in France, whither he was forced to retire, to fecure hxmfelf 
from the iniidious practices of his relations. Sigebert being called 
home to the crown of his anccftors, invited out of France his fpiri- 
tual father St. Felix", to affile him in bringing over his idolatrous 
ftibjedls to the chiiflian faith : thefe were the inhabitants of Norfolk, 
Suffolk and Cambiidgefhire Our faint being ordained biihop by Ho- 
noriua archbifhop of Canterbury, and deputed by him to preach to the 
Uail- Angles, was furprifnigly fucccfshil in his undertaking, and 
made aim oil a thorough convcrfion of that country. The molt 
learned and moft chriflian king, .Sigebert. as he is ilylcd by Bedc, 
coucurred with him in all things, and founded churches, xnonaf- 
tcries and fchools. From thole words of Bede, that " He fee up a 
" fcliool for youth, in which h'elix furnifhed luin with mailers," 
fome have called him tlie founder of the univerlity of Cambridge. 
St. Felix efiabliflied fchools at bclixllnw , CreU'y adds at Flixtou 
or Felixton. King Sigebert after two years, rehgncu his crown to 
ligrick his coufin, and became a monk at Cnoberfhurgh, now Burgh- 
caflle, in Suffolk, which monallery he had founded for St. Fin fey. 
Vol. I. F f l'our 
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Four years after this, the people dragged him out of his retirement 
by main force, and conveyed him into the army, to defend them 
againfl the cruel king Penda who had made war upon the Eaft- 
Angles. He refufed to bear arms, as inconfillent with the monaftick 
profefilon ; arid would have nothing but a wand in his hand. Being 
flain with Egrick in 642, he was honoured as a martyr in the 
Englifh calendars on the 27th of September, and in the Gallican 
on the feventh of A uguil. Egrick was fucceeded by the good king 
Annas, the father of many faints ; as, SS. Erconwald, bilhop ; 
Etheldrede, Sexburge, Ethelburge and Edilburge, abbeffes ; and 
Withburge. He was flain fighting againfl the pagans after a reign 
of nineteen years, and buried at Blitheburg : his remains were after- 
wards removed to St. EdmondVbury. St. Felix eftablifhed his fee 
at Dummoc, now Dunwich, in Suffolk, and governed it feventeen 
years, dying in 646. He was buried at Dunwich ; but his relicks 
were tranflated to the abbey of Ramfey under king Canutus. — See 
Bede, 1. 2. Malmefbury ; Wharton, T. 1. p. 403 (a). 

SS. Apollonius, Philemon, &c. MM. Apollonius was a 
zealous holy anchoret, and was apprehended by the perfecutors at 
Antinous in Egypt. Many heathens came to infult and affront him 
while in chains ; and among others one Philemon, a mufician, very 
famous, and much admired by the people. He treated the martyr 
as an impious perfon and a feducer, and one that deferved the pub- 
Jick hatred. To his injuries the faint only anfwered, " My fon, 
4S may God have mercy on thee, and not lay thefe reproaches to 
< c thy charge." This his meeknefs wrought fo powerfully on Phi- 
lemon, that he forthwith confefTed himfelf a chriftian. Both were 
brought before the judge whom Metaphrases and Ufuard call 
Arian, and who had already put to death SS. Afclas, Timothy, 
Paphnutius, and feveral other martyrs : after making them fufler all 
manner of tortures, he condemned them to be burnt alive. When 
the fire was kindled about them Apollonius prayed : Lord, de- 
liver not to bcajls the fouls uoho confefs tbee ; butmanifeft thy power. 
At that inilant a cloud of dew encompafTed the martyrs, and 
put out the fire. The judge and people cried out at this miracle: 
«' The God of the chriltians is the great and only God.'* 
The prefect of Egypt being informed of it, caufed the judge 
and the two confeffors to be brought loaded with irons to Alex- 
andria. During the journey, Apollonius by his inftruclions prevailed 
fo far upon thofc who conducted him, that they prefentcd thcmfelves 
alfo to the judge with their prifonc is, and con felled thcmfelves like- 
wife to be chriltians. The prefect finding their conllancy invincible, 
caufed them all to be thrown into the fca, about the year 311, 
Their bodies were afterwards found on the fliore, and were all put 
into one fepulchre. *' By whom, fays Rufinus, many miracles are 

«' wrought 

(a) Dunwich was formerly a under water about five miles 
large city with 52 religious houfes from the fliore. — See Mr. Gardi- 
in it, but was gradually fvvallowM ner's Hiflory and Antiquities oi 
up by the fca. The remains of Dunwich, 4to. in 1754- 
the iieeples are flill difcovcrable 
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" wrought to the prefent time, and the vows and prayers of all are 
<t received, and are accompli fried. Hither the Lord was pleafed 

" to bring me, and to fulfil my requefts. See Rufinus Vit. Patr. 

1. 2 c. 19 p. 477. Palladius Lauiiac. c. 65, 06. 

St. Julian, archbifhop of To edo. C in 690. He prefided in 
the 14th and 1 5th councils of Toledo. King Wemba falling fick re- 
ceived penance and the rnonafHck habit from his hands, and re- 
covering lived afterwards a monk. St. Julian has left us a hiftory 
of the wars of king Wemba, a book againft the Jews, and three 
books On Prognofheks, or on death, and the ftate of fouls after death. 
He teaches that love, and a defire of being united to God, ought 
to extinguifh in us the natural fear of death : that the faints in 
heaven pray for us, earned ly defire our happinefs, and know our 
actions either in God whom they behold, and in whom they difcover 
all truth which it concerns them to know ; or by the angels, the 
meHengers of God on earth : but that the damned do not ordina- 
rily know what paiTes on earth, becaufe they neither fee God, nor 
con verfe with our angels. He fays that prayers for the dead are 
thankfgivings for the good, a propitiation for the fouls in purga- 
tory, but no relief to the damned. 

St. Rosa of Vilerbo, Virgin. From her childhood fhe addicted 
herfelf entirely to the practice of mortification and afliduous prayer ; 
fhe was favoured with the gift of miracles, and an extraordinary 
talent of converting the moft hardened finners. She profefled the 
third rule of St Francis, living always in the lioufc of her father 
in Viterbo, where fhe died in 1261. 

MARCH 9. 

St. FRANCES, Widow, Foundrefs 

of the Collatinesj or Oblates. 

Abridged from her life by her confefjor Canon Mattiotti ; and 
that by Magdalen Dell y AnguWara^ jupcriorefs of the Oblates , or 
Collatings. Helyoty Hiftoirc des or dr. motu T*. 6, p. 208. 

A. D. 1440. 

ST. Frances was born at Rome in 1384. Her parents, 
Paul de Buxo and JacobcIIa Rofredefchi, were both of 
illuflrious families. She imbibed early fentimcnts of piety, and 
fuch was her love of purity from her tender age, that flic 
not would fufler her own father to touch even her hands 
unlcfs covered. She had always an avcriion to the amufe- 
tncuts of children, and loved folitude and prayer. At eleven 

V f 2 years 
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years of age {he defired to enter a monaftery, but in obedience 
to her parents was married to a rich young Roman nobleman, 
named Laurence Ponzani, in 1396. A grievous ficknefs 
fhewed how difagreeable this kind of life was to her incli- 
nations. She joined with it her former fpirit ; kept herfelf as 
retired as fhe could, fhunning feaftings and publick meetings. 
All her delight was in prayer, meditation, and vifiting 
churches. Above all, her obedience and condefcenfion to her 
hufband was inimitable, which engaged fuch a return of af- 
fection, that for forty years which they lived together, there 
never happened the leaft difagreement ; and their whole life 
•was a conftant ftrife and emulation to prevent each other in 
mutual complaifance and refpect. Whilft fhe was at her 
prayers or other exercifes, if called away by her hufband, or 
the meaneft perfon of her family, fhe laid all afide to obey 
without delay, faying : " A married woman muft, when called 
4< upon, quit her devotions to God at the altar, to find him in her 
* c houfhold affairs." God was pleafed to fhew her the merit 
of this her obedience -> for the authours of her life relate, that 
being called away four times in beginning the fame verfe of a 
pfalm in our Lady's office, returning the fifth time fhe found 
that verfe written in golden letters. She treated her domefticks 
not as fervants, but as brothers and fitters, and future coheirs 
in heaven ; and ftudied by all means in her power to induce 
them ferioufly to labour for their falvation. Her mortifica- 
tions were extraordinary, efpecially when fome years before her 
hufband's death, fhe was permitted by him to inflict on her 
"body what hardfhips fhe pleafed. She from that time abftained 
from wine, fifh, and dainty meats, with a total abflinence 
from flefh unlefs in her greateft iicknefTes. Her ordinary diet 
Was hard and mouldy bread. She would procure fecretly out 
of the pouches of the beggars their dry cruris in exchange for 
better bread. When fhe tared the beft fhe only added to bread 
a few unfavoury herbs without oil, and drank nothing hut 
water, making ufe of a human fkull for her cup. She eat hut 
once a day, and by long abftinence had loft all relifh of what 
lhc took. Her garments were of coarfc fergc, and flic never 
wore linen, not even in ficknefs. Her difciplinc was armed 
with rowels and fliarp points. She wore continually a hair- 
fhirt and a girdle of horfc-hair. An iron girdle had fo galled 
her flefh, that her confeflor obliged her to lay it afide. If (he 
inadvertently chanced to offend God in the leaft, fhe fevcrely 
that inftant punifhed the part that had offended ; as the tongue, 
by (bar ply biting it, Wc. Her example was of fuch edifi- 
cation, that many Roman ladies having renounced a life of 

idlencfs, pomp and fdftnefs, joined her in pious exercifes, and 

put 
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put themfelves under the dire&ion of the Benedictine monks 
of the congregation of Monte- Olive to, without leaving the 
world, making vows, or wearing any particular habit. St. 
Frances prayed only for children that they might be citizens of 
heaven, and when fhe was blefled with them it was her whole 
care to make them faints. 

It pleafed God for her fandlification to make trial of her 
virtue by many afflictions. During the troubles which enfued 
upon the invafion of Rome by Ladiflas, king of Naples, and 
the great fchifm under pope John XXIII. at the time of open- 
ing the council of Conftance in 1413, her hufband with his 
brother-in-law Paulucci was banifhed Rome, his eftate con- 
fifcated, his houfe pulled down, and his eldeft fon, John Eap- 
tift, detained an hoftage. Her foul remained calm amidfr. all 
thofe ftorms : fhe faid with Job : " God hath given and God hath 
* 6 taken avuay. I rejoice in thefe lofles, becaufe they are God's 
" will. Whatever he fends I fhall continually blefs and praife 
iC his name for." The fchifm being extinguifhed by the coun- 
cil of Conftance and tranquility reflored at Rome, her hufband 
recovered his dignity and eftate. Some time after, moved by 
the great favours St. Frances received from heaven, and by her 
eminent virtue, he gave her full leave to live as fhe pleafed ; 
and he himfelf chofe to ferve God in a ftate of continency. He 
permitted her in his own life-time to found amonaftery of nuns, 
called Oblates, for the reception of fuch of her own fex as were 
difpofed to embrace a religious life. The foundation of this 
houfe was in 1425. She gave them the rule of St xtenedicl:, 
adding fome particular constitutions of her own, and put them 
under the direction of the congregation of the Olivetans. The 
houfe being too final 1 for the numbers that fled to this fancluary 
from the corruption of the world, fhe would gladly have re- 
moved her community to a larger houfe ; but not finding 
one fujtable, fhe enlarged it, in 1433, from which year 
the founding of the Order is dated. It was approved by pope 
Eugcnius IV, in 1437- They are called Collatincs, perhaps 
from the quarter of Rome in which they are fituatcd ; and 
Oblates, becaufe they call their profeffion an oblation, and ufe 
in it the word offer 0^ not profiteer. St. Frances could not yet 
join her new family: but as foou as fhe had fettled her dome- 
fh'ck affairs, after the death of her hufband, fhe went barefoot, 
with a cord about her neck, to the monailcry which fhe had 
founded, and there proftrate on the ground before the religious, 
her fpiritual children, begged to be admitted. She accordingly 
took the habit on St. JienedicTs day, in 1437. ^ nc always 
fought the mcaneft employments in the houle, being fully per- 

fuaJed flic was of all the aiioll contemptible before God 5 and 

F f 3 flic 
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fhe laboured to appear as mean in the eyes of the world as fhe 
was in her own- She continued the fame humiliations and the 
fame univerfal poverty, though loon after chofen fuperiorefs of 
her congregation. Almighty God bellowed on her humility, 
extraordinary graces and fupernatural favours, as frequent vi- 
lions, raptures and the gift of prophecy- She enjoyed the fa- 
miliar converfation of her angel-guardian, as her life and the 
procefs of her canonization atteft. She was extremely affected 
by meditating on our Saviour's pallion, which fhe had al- 
ways prefent to her mind. At mafs fhe was fo abforpt in God 
as to ieem immoveable, efpecially after holy communion. She 
often fell into extafies of love and devotion. She was particu- 
larly devout to St. John the Evangelifr, and above all to our 
Lady under whofe lingular protection {he put her Order. Go- 
ing out to fee her fon John Baptift who was dangeroufly fick, 
fhe fell io ill herfelf that fhe could not return to her monaitery at 
night. After having foretold her death, and received the facra- 
ments, fhe expired on the ninth of March, in the year 1440, 
and of her age the fifty -fixth. God attefled her ian£tity by 
miracles : fhe was honoured among the faints immediately af- 
ter her death, and folemnly canonized by Paul V. in i6c8. 
Her fhrine in Rome is mo ft magnificent and rich : and her 
feftival is kept as a holyday in the city, with great folemnity. 
Thefe Oblates make no folemn vows, only a promife of obe- 
dience to the mother-prefident, enjoy peniions, inherit eftates, 
and go abroad with leave. Their abbey in Rome is filled with 
ladies of the firft rank. 

On the fame DAY 

St. Gregorv of Nvssa, B C. He was younger brother to Sr. 
Bafil the Great ; was educated in polite and facrcd fludies, and 
married to a virtuous lady. He afterwards renounced the world 
and was ordained Icclor j but was overcome by his violent paflkm 
for eloquence to teach rhetorick. St. Gregory Na/ian/en wrote 
to him in the flrongefl terms, exhorting him to renounce that 
fa (ft &fo*y» as be elegantly c.lls it ( 1 ) - 'i his letter produced its 
deiircd ciFcct. St. Gregory returned to the facrcd minillry in the 
lower functions of the altar : after fome time he was called by his 
brother JJafil to aililt him in his palloral duties, and in 372, was 
chofen bifhop of Nyfla, a city of Cappadocia, near the Letter Ar- 
menia. The Arians who trembled at his name, prevailed with 
DemoiHienes, vicar or deputy -goveinour of the province, to banifli 
him. Upon the death of the Arian emperour Vaiens, in 371% !*t. 
Gregory was reilored to his fee by the empuiour Gratian. Our holy 
prelate was chofen by his collegties to redrefs the abides and 
d Mention 3 which herefy had intioduced in Arabia and Palelline. 

He afliiled at ihe council of Conllantinople, in 381, and was al- 
ways 

(i) aS'upjVi iv^c^ictf, Naz. ep. 43. 
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ways regarded as the centre of the catholick commurrlon in the 
Earl. Thofe prelates only who joined themfelves to him, were 
looked upon as orthodox. He died about the year 400, probably 
on the tenth of January, on which the Greeks have always kept 
his feftival : the Latins honour his memory on the ninth of March. 
The high reputation of his learning and virtue procured him the 
title of Father of the Fathers^ as the feventh general council teilifie's. 
His fermons are the monuments of his piety ; but his great penetra- 
tion and learning appear more in his polemick works, efpecially in 

his twelve books againlt Kunomius. See his life collected from 

his works, St Greg Naz. Socrates, and Theodoret, by Hermant, 
Tillemont, T. 9. p. 561. Ceilier, T 8. p. 200. Dr. Cave ima- 
gines, that St. Gregory continued to cohabit with his wife after he 
was biftiop But St. Jerom teftiiies, that the cuitom of the eaftern 
churches did not fufFer iuch a thing. She feems to have lived to 
fee him bifhop, and to have died about the year 384 ; but fhe pro- 
feifed a ilate of continency: hence St. Gregory Nazianzen in his 
Ihort elogium of her, fays, (he rivalled her brothers-in-law who 
were in the priefthood, and calls hex /acred, or one confecrated to 
God ; probably fhe was a deaconefs. 

St. Pacian, bifhop of Barcelona, C. was a great ornament of 
the church in the fourth century. He was illuftrious by birth, and 
had been engaged in marriage in the world. His fon Dexter was 
raifed to the nrft dignities in the empire, being high chamber- 
lain to the emperour Theodofius, and Prsefeclus-Pratorio under 
Honorius. St. Pacian having renounced the world was made bi- 
tfiop, in 373. St. Jerom, who dedicated to him his Catalogue of 
illuftrious men, extols his eloquence and learning, and more 
particularly the challity and fanclity of his life. We have his 
Exhortation to penance, and three letters to Symphorianus, a No- 
vatian nobleman, on Penance, and on the name of Catholick $ alfo 
a fermon on Baptifm. 

St. Catharine of Bologna, Virgin, abbefs of the Poor Clares 
in that city. Her incredible zeal and folicitudc for the fouls of fin- 
ners made her pour forth prayers and tears almoft without intermif- 
fion, for their lalvation. She always fpoke to God or of God, and 
bore the moll fevere intcriour trials with an heroick patience and 
chearfulncfs. She looked upon it as the greateir. honour to be in 
any thing the fervant of the fpoufcs of Chrill, and defired to be 
dcfpifed by all, and to ferve all in the meaneil employments. She 
was favoured with the gifts of miracles and prophecy : but faid 
lite had been fomctinics deceived by the devil. She died on the 
ninth of March 1463, being fifty years old. Her body is lhll en • 
tire, and Ihewn in the church of her convent through bars and 
glaf-j, fitting richly covered , but the hand:;, face and feet naked. 
It was leen and clelcribed by Henfchenius, Lallels and other tra- 
vellers. Her name was iuleited iu the Roman martyrology by 
Clement VII f. in 159?.- A book of her revelations was printed at 
Hologna in 1511, She alfo left notes in her prayer-book of 
certain fmgular favours which (lie had received from God. Thefe 
revelations were publiihed and received their drels from another 

F f 4 hunn, 
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hand, which circumftance is often as great a difad vantage in fuch 
works as if an illiterate and bold tranfcriber were to copy, from a 
fmgle defective manufcript, Lycophron or fome other obfcure 
authour, which he did not underftand. 




MARCH 10. 

The Forty Martyrs of Sebafte. 

From St. BafiVs Homily on their feftivaU Horn. 20. T. i.p. 453, 
and three difcourjes of St. Gregory of Ny/fa, T. 2. p. 203. T. 3. 
p. 499. 504. followed by St. Ephre?n^ St. Gaucientlus^ St. 
Chryjojlom quoted by Photius. See Tillemont, T. 5. p. 518. 
Ruinari, p. 523. Ceiller^ T. 4. p. 62. 

A. D. 320. 

THESE holy martyrs fuffered at Sebafte, in the LciTcr 
Armenia, under the emperour Licinius, in 320. They 
•were of different countries, but enrolled in the fame troop ; all 
in the flower of their age, comely, brave and robuft, and were 
become confiderable for their fervices. St. Gregory of Nyfla 
and Procopius fay, they were of the thundering legion, fo 
famous under Marcus Aurelius for the miraculous rain and vic- 
tory obtained by their prayers. This was the twelfth legion, 
and then quartered in Armenia. Lyfias was duke or general 
of the forces, and Agricola, the governour of the province. 
The latter having fignified to the army the orders of the em- 
perour Licinius, for all to facrificc, thefe forty went boldly up 
to him, and faid they were chiiftians, and that no torments 
fhould make them ever abandon their holy religion. The judge 
firft endeavoured to gain them by mild ufage ; as by reprcfent- 
ing to them the di (honour that would attend their rcfufal to do 
what was required, and by making them large promifes of pre- 
ferment and high favour with the emperour in cafe of compli- 
ance. T'inding thefe methods of gentlenefs ineffectual, he had 
rccourfe to threats, and thefe the mo ft terrifying, if they conti- 
nued difobedient to the- empeiour's order; but all in vain. To 
his promifes they anfwered, that he could give them nothing 
equal to what he would deprive them of: and to his line. its, that 
his power only extended over their bodies, which they had 
learned to defpife when their fouls were at flake. The 

governour finding them all refolute caufed them to be toin 

with 
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with whips, and their fides to be rent with iron-hooks* After 
which they were loaded with chains, and committed to jail. 

After fome days, Lyfias, their general, coming from Ca^farea 
to Sebafte, they were re-examined, and no lefs generoufly reject- 
ed the large promifes made them than they defpifed the torments 
they were threatened with. The governour highly offended at 
their courage and that liberty of fpeech with which they accofted 
him, devifed an extraordinary kind of death ; which being 
flow and fevere he hoped would fhake their conftancy- The 
cold in Armenia is very fharp, efpecially in March and towards 
the end of winter when the wind is north, as it then was ; it 
being alio at that time a fevere froft. Under the walls of the 
town ftood a pond which was frozen fo hard that it would bear 
walking upon with {afety. The judge ordered the faints to 
be expofed quite naked on the ice (a). And in order to tempt 
them the more powerfully to renounce their faith, a warm- 
bath was prepared at a fmall diftance from the frozen pond, 
for any of this company to go to, who were difpofed to pur- 
chafe their temporal cafe and fafety on that condition. The 
martyrs on hearing their fentence ran joyfully to the place, and 
without waiting to be ftript, undrefted themfelves, encourag- 
ing one another in the fame manner as is ufual among fol- 
diers in military expeditions attended wich hardships and 
dangers, faying, that one bad night would purchafe them an 
happy eternity (b). They alfo made this their joint prayer : 
" Lord, we are forty who are engaged in this combat ; grant 
e< that we may be forty crowned, and that not one be wanting 
" to this facred number," The guards in the mean time ceafed 
not to perfuade them to facrifice, that by fo doing they might 
be allowed to pafs to the warm bath. But though it is not 
eafy to form a juft idea of the bitter pain they muft have under- 
gone, of the whole number only one had the misfortune to be 
overcome; who lofing courage went off from the pond to feck 
the relief in readinefs for fuch as were difpofed to renounce 
their faith : but as the devil ufual Jy deceives his adorers, the 
apoftate no fooncr entered the warm water but lie expired. 
This misfortune afllitSted the martyis, they were quickly 

comforted by feeing his place and their number miraculoufly 

filled 

(/>) St Gregory of N y ft a fay s , 
that they endured three days and 
three irgins ibis hn^erin-; death, 

\vhnh rair.ed oiY their limbs Qi\C 

ui-v another. 



[a) The nets and the greater 
part of the writers of then lives 
hippofe they were to ft and in ! lie 
Very water. hut this is a cir- 
c innilance which Tdlemont, Uml- 
let, Ruin art Ceiller and others 
cm-reel 'rom St. Kalil and St« 
Gregory of IN yila. 
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filled up. A centinel was warming himfelf near the bath, hav- 
ing been pofted there to obferve if any of the martyrs were in- 
clined to fubmit. While he was attending, he had a vifion of 
foleffed fpirits defcending from heaven on the martyrs, and diftri* 
buting, as from their king, rich prefents, and precious garments 
St. Ephrem adds crowns^ to all thefe generous foldiers, one only 
excepted, who was their faint-hearted companion, already 
mentioned. The guard, being {truck with the celeftial vifion 
and the apoftate's defertion, was converted upon it ; and by a 
particular motion of the Holy Ghoft threw off his clothes, and 
placed himfelf in his ftead amongft the thirty-nine martyrs, 
Thus God heard their requeft, though in another manner than 
they imagined : 4 * which ought to make us adore the impene- 
4C trable fecrets of his mercy and juftice, fays St. Ephrem, in 
* c this inftance no lefs than in the reprobation of Judas, and 
*< the election of St. Matthias." 

In the morning the judge ordered both thofe that were dead 
with the cold, and thofe that were ftill alive, to be laid on 
carriages, and caft into a fire. When the reft were thrown in- 
to a waggon to be carried to the pile, the youngeft of them 
(whom the acts call Mclito) was found alive; and the execu- 
tioners hoping he would change his refolution when he came to 
himfelf, left him behind. His mother, a woman of mean con- 
dition, and a widow, but rich in faith and worthy to have a 
fon a martyr, obferving this falfe companion, reproached theexe- 
cutioners ; and when fhe came up to her fon, whom fhe found 
quite frozen, not able to fHr, and fcarce breathing, he looked 
on her with languishing eyes, and made a little fign with his 
weak hand to comfort her. She exhorted him to perfevere to 
the end, and fortified by the Holy Ghoft took him up, and put 
him with her own hands into the waggon with the reft of the 
martyrs, not only without fhedding a tear, but with a counte- 
nance full of joy, faying courageoufly : " Go, go, fon; proceed 
ct to the end of this happy journey with thy companions, that 
11 c thou m aye ft not be the I aft of them that {hall prefent thcmfelves 
* c before God." Their bodies were burned, and their aihet 
thrown into the river; but the chriftians fecretly carried off, 
or purchafed part of them with money. Some of thefe pre- 
cious relicks were kept at Ca:farca, and St. liaiil fays of them : 
* c Like bulwarks they arc our protection againit the inroads ot 
* l enemies (i)." He adds, that every one implored their hie- 
cour, and that they railed up thofe that had fallen, ftrengthened 
the weak, and invigorated the fervour of the faints. SS. Balil 

and Kmnu'lia, the holy parents of St. iJalil the Great, St. 

Gid'oiy 
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Gregory of Nyfla, St. Peter of Sebafte and St. Macrina, pro- 
cured a great fhare of thefe relicks(2). St. Emmelia put 
fome of them in the church flie built near Anneies, the 
village where they refided. The folemnity with which they 
were received, was extraordinary, and they were honoured by 
miracles, as St. Gregory relates. One of thefe was a miraculous 
cure wrought on a lame foldier, the truth of which he attefts 
from his own knowledge both of the fa£t and the perfon who 
publifhed it every where. Fie adds: cc I buried the bodies of 
" my parents by the relicks of thefe holy martyrs, that in the 
" refurrection they may rife with the encouragers of their 
M faith 5 for I know they have great power with God of 
'* which I have feen clear proofs and undoubted teltimonies.' > 
St. Gaudentius, bifhop of Brefcia, writes in his fermon on 
thefe martyrs : " God gave me a fhare of thefe venerable re- 
" licks, and granted me to found this church in their ho- 
" nour (3)." He fays, that the two nieces of St. Bafil, both 
abbelTes, gave them him as he paffed by Caefarea in a journey 
to Jerufalem 5 which venerable treafure they had received from 
their uncle. Portions of their relicks were alio carried to Con- 
ftantinople, and there honoured with great veneration, as So- 
zomen (4), and Procopius (5) have recorded at large, with an, 
account of feveral vifions and miracles, which attended the 
veneration paid to them in that city. 






MARCH 11. 

St. EULOGIUS of Cordova, Prieft, 

Martyr. 

From bis authentick life by Alvarns, bis intimate friend, and from 
bis works* Bibl. Pair. T. 9. See Atta SantL T. 7. Fleury* 
t>. 48. p. 57. 

A. D. 859. 

ST. Eulogius was of a fenatorian family of Cordova, at 
that time the capital of the Moors or Saracens in Spain. 
Thofc infidels had till then tolerated the chriilian religion 
among the Goths, exacting only a certain tribute every new- 
moon. 

(2) NyflT. Or. 3. do 40 mart. T. 2. p. 2 1 2. 2 1 3. (3) S. Gaud. 
Jh'ix. Serm. 1 7. de 4.0 mart, (4) L. 9. C. 1. 2. ($) L< 

*• de axlific. Jullinian, c. 7, 
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moon. Our faint was educated among the clergy of the church 
©f St. Zo'ilus, a martyr who fuffered at Cordova, with nineteen 
others under J)ioclefian, and is honoured on the twenty- feventh 
of June. Here he diftinguiflied himfeif by his virtue and learn- 
ing j and being made pfieft, was placed at the head of the chief 
•ecclefiaftical fchool in Spain, which then flourifhed at Cor- 
dova, He joined afiiduous watching, fatting and prayer to his 
fludies : and his humility, mildnefs and charity gained him the 
affe£lion and refpeei of every one. He often vifited the 
momifrerics for his further inftru&ion in virtue, and pre- 
scribed rules of piety for the ufe of many fervent fouls that 
-defired to ferve God. Some of the chriftians were fo indifcreet 
as openly to inveigh againfr. Mahomet, and expofe the religion 
eflablimcd by him. Xhis occafioned a bloody perfecution at 
Cordova, in the twenty-ninth year of Abderrama III. the 
850th year of Chrift. Reccafred, an apoftate bifhop, declared 
againft the martyrs ;. and at his folicitation the bifhop of Cor- 
dova and fome otSjks were imprifoned, and many priefts, 
among whom was Bt. Eulogius, as one who encouraged the 
martyrs by his inftructions. It was then that he wrote his Ex- 
hortation to martyrdom (1), addrefied to the virgins Flora and 
Mary, who were beheaded the twenty- fourth of November, 
in 851. Xhefe virgins promifed to pray as foon as they fhould 
be with God, that their fellow prilbners might be reftored to 
their liberty. Accordingly St. Eulogius and the reft were en* 
larged fix days after their death. In the year 852, feveral fuf- 
fered the like martyrdom, namely, Gumifund and Servus-Dei: 
Aurelius and Felix with their wives : Chriftopher and Levi- 
gild: Rogel and Servio-Deo. A council at Cordova, in 852, 
forbad any one to offer himfeif to martyrdom. Mahomet fuc- 
ceeded his father upon his fudden death by an apoplec~tick litj 
but continued the perfecution, and put to death, in 853, Fan- 
dila, a monk, Anaftafius, Felix, and three nuns, Digna, Co- 
lumba and Pompofa. St. Eulogius encouraged all thefc mar- 
tyrs to their triumphs, and was the fupport of that diltrefled 
flock. His writings itill breathe an inflamed zeal and fpirit of 
martyrdom. The chief are his hiftory of thefe martyrs, called the 
Memorial of the Saints, in three books ; and his Apology for them 
againft calumniators, fhewing them to be true martyrs, though 
without miracles (a). His brother was deprived of his place, one 

©f the firft dignities of the kingdom. St. Eulogius hhnlclf 

was 

(1) Documentum martyr ii 9 T. 9. Bibl. Patr. p. 699. 

(") Some objected to thefe thofc had been who fuffcrcd in 
mar tyrs, that tlicy were not ho- the primitive ages, 
nonrcd with frequent miracles as 
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was obliged by the perfecutors to live always after his relea»e- 
ment with the treacherous bifhop Reccafred, that wo-f in 
fheep's cloathing. Wherefore he refrained froin faying mafs, 
that he might not communicate with that domcftick enemy.. 
The archbiftiop of Toledo dying in 858, St. Eulogius uas 
canonical ly elected to fucceed him $ but there was fome obflacie 
that hindered him from being confecrated $ though he did not 
outlive his election two months. A virgin, by name JLeocritia, 
of a noble family among the Moors, had been inftruclred from 
her infancy in the chriftian religion by one of her relations., 
and privately baptized. Pier father and mother perceiving this, 
ufed her very ill, and fcourged her day and night to compel her 
to renounce the faith. Having made her condition known to 
St. Eulogius and his fifter Anulona, intimating that fhe deiired 
to go where fhe might freely exercife her religion, they fecretly 
procured her the means of getting away from her parents, and 
concealed her for fome time among faithful friends. But the 
matter was at length di {covered, and they were all brought 
before the Cadi. Eulogius offered to fhew the judge the true 
road to heaven, and to demonftrate Mahomet to be an im- 
poftor. The Cadi threatened to have him fcourged to 
death. The martyr told him his torments would be to no pur- 
pofe; for he would never change his religion. Whereupon 
the Cadi gave orders that he mould be carried to the palace, 
and prefented before the king's council. One of the lords of 
the council took the faint afide, and faid to him : " Though 
" the ignorant unhappily run headlong to death, a man of your 
" learning and virtue ought not to imitate their folly. Be 
u ruled by me, I intreat you : fay but one word fince necefli- 
u ty requires it: you may afterwards rcfumc your own religion, 
u and we will promife that no enquiry fhall be made after you/* 
Eulogius replied fmiling : cc Ah ! if you could but conceive the 
(C reward which waits for thofc who pcrfevere in the faith to 
" the end, you would renounce your temporal dignity in ex- 
u change for it." He then began boldly to propofe the truths of 
the go (pel to them. But to prevent their hearing him, the council 
condemned him immediately to lofe his head. As they were lead- 
ing him to execution, one of the eunuchs of the palace gave him a 
blow on the face for having fpoken againft Mahomet : he turned 
the other cheek, and patiently received a iccond. He received 
theftrokeof death out of the city-gates, with great chcarfulncfs 
on the eleventh of March 859. St. Leocritia was beheaded 
four days after him, and her body thrown into the river Bectis, 
or Guadalquivir, but taken out by the chriflians The church 
honours both of them on the days of their martyrdom. 

On 
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On the fame DAY 

St. Sophronius, Patriarch of Jerufalem, C. He was a native 
of Damafcus, and made fuch a progrefs in learning that he ob- 
tained the name of the Sophijt. He lived twenty years near Jerufa- 
lem, under the direction of John Mofchus, an holy hermit, with- 
out engaging himfelf in a religious ftate. Thefe two great men vi- 
fited together the monafleries of Egypt, and were detained by St. 
John the Almoner, at Alexandria, about the year 610, and em- 
ployed by him two years in extirpating the Eutychians, and in re- 
forming his diocefe. John Mofchus wrote there his Spiritual Mm- 
dovo> which he dedicated to Sophronius. He made a collection in 
that book of the edifying examples of virtue which he had feen or 
heard of among the monks, and died lhortly after at Rome. Atha- 
nafius, patriarch of the Jacobites or Eutychians, in Syria, acknow- 
ledged two dilHncT: natures in Chrift, the divine and the human j 
but allowed only one will. This Demi-Eutychianifm was a glaring 
inconfiftency ; becaufe the will is the property of the nature. More- 
over, Chrift fometimes fpeaks of his human will dirtinc! from the 
divine, as in his prayer in his agony in the garden. This Mono- 
thelite herefy feemed an expedient whereby to compound with the 
Eutychians. The emperour Heraclius confirmed it by an edift 
called Ectbefis or the Expolition, declaring that there is only one 
will in Chrift, namely, that of the Divine word : which was con- 
demned by pope John IV. Cyrus, bifhop of Phafis, a virulent 
Mono th elite, was by Heraclius preferred to the patriarchate of 
Alexandria, in 629. St. Sophronius falling at his feet conjured 
him not to publifh his erroneous articles; but in vain. He there- 
fore left Kgypt, and came to Conftantinople, where he found Ser- 
gius, the crafty patriarch, fovving the fame err our in conjunction 
with Theodorus of Pharan. Hereupon he travelled into Syria, 
where, in 633, he was againft his will elected patriarch of jeru- 
falem. 

He was no fooner cftablifbed in this fee, than he affemblcda 

council of all the bifhops of his patriarchate, in 634, to condemn 

the Monothclite herefy, and compofed a fy nodal letter to explain 

and prove the catholick faith. This excellent piece was confirmed 

in the fixth general council. St. Sophronius fent this learned epiftlc 

to pope Honorius and to Scrgius. This latter had by a crafty 

letter and captious expreffions pcrluaded pope Honorius to tolerate 

a filence as to one or two wills in Chrilt. It is evident from the 

moil authentick monuments that Honorius never aflcnted to that 

crrour, but always adhered to the truth (1). However, a filence 

was ill -timed, and though not fo defigned, might be deemed by 

fomc a kind of connivance ; for a rifing herefy fecks to carry on its 

work under ground without noife : ic is a fire which fpreads itfeli 

under cover. Sophronius feeing the emperour and almoft all th{ 

* chic! 



1 

1 



(1) Sec Nat, Alexander Sacc. 7. Vuitafle and Tourncly Tr. 
Incam. 
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chief prelates of the Eaft confpire againfl: the truth, thought it his 
duty to defend it with the greater zeal. He took Stephen, bifhop 
of Dona, the eldeft of his lbfFragans, led him to Mount Calvary, 
and there adjured him by Him who was crucified on that place, 
and by the account which he mould give him at the laft day, (t to 
" go to the apoflolick fee, where are the foundations of the holy 
" doctrine, and not to ceafe to pray till the holy perfons there fhould 
" examine and condemn the novelty.' 1 Stephen did fo, and flaid 
at Rome ten years till he faw it condemned by pope Martin J. in 
the council of Lateran, in 649, Sophronius was detained at home 
by the invaiion of the Saracens. Mahomet had broached his im- 
pofturcs at Mecca, in 608, but being rejected there fled to Medina, 
in 6-22. Aboubeker fucceeded him in 634 under the title of Ca- 
liph, or vicar of the prophet. He died after a reign of two years* 
Omar, his fuccelTour, after a fiege of two years, took Jerusalem, 
in 636. He built a mofque in the place of Solomon's temple, and 
becaufe it fell in the night, the Jews told him it would not Hand 
unlefs the crofs of Chrilt which flood on Mount Olivet, was taken 
away: which the Caliph caufed to be done (2). Sophronius in a 
fermon on the exaltation of the crofs, mentions the cuftom of tak- 
ing the crofs out of its cafe at Mid -Lent to be venerated (3). Pho- 
tms takes notice that his works breathe an affecting piety, but that 
the Greek is not pure. They confift of his fy nodal letter, his letter 
to pope Honorius, and a final 1 number of fcactered fermons. He 
deplored the abomination of dcfolaiion fet up by the Mahometans 
in the holy place God called him out of thofe evils to his king- 
dom on the feventh of March 639. See the council of La- 
teran, T. 6. Cone. Fleury, b. 37. 38. 

(2) Theophancs, p. 2S4. (3) In medio jejuni: ', adorations 

gratia, proponi Jbkt •vitalc lignum <vcncranda: cruets, Sophr. Serin. 

in Exalt. Crucis. Bibl. Patr. T. 12. p. 214. et apud Gretfer. T. 
2. de Crucc, p, 88. 
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St. GREGORY the Great, Pop 

and Confeflor. 



From his ivorhs^ Bede, and Paul deacon of Monte CaJJino y towards 
the end of the eighth century. His life in four books, by John deacon 
of Rome in the ninth age, is full of mi/lakes, as Baronius ob- 
jerves*. See his hijlory compiled by the BcnediSline editors of bis 
works : alfo Fleury, b. 34. 35. 36, and Ceiller, T. 17. p, 
128. 

A. D. 604. 

ST. Gregory, from his illuftrious adYions and extraordi- 
nary virtues furnamed the Great, was born at Rome about 
the year 540. Gordianus, his father, enjoyed the dignity of a 
fenator, and was very wealthy ; but after the birth of our faint, 
renounced the world, and died Regionarius, that is, one of the 
feven cardinal deacons who took care of the ecclefiaftical di« 
ftridts of Rome. His mother Sylvia confecrated herfelf to 
God in a little oratory near St. Paul's. Our faint was called 
Gregory, which in Greek implies a watchman, as Vigilius and 
Vigilantius in Latin. In his youth he applied himfelf, with 
unabated diligence, to the ftudies of grammar, rhetorick and 
philofophy 5 and after thefe firft accomplifliments, to the civil 
Jaw and the canons of the church, in which he was perfectly 

ikillcJ. He was only thirty-four years old when, in 574, he 
was made, by the cmperour Juftin the Younger, Prctor or go- 
vernour and chief magiftrate of Rome. By this dignity lie 
was the chief judge of the city ; his pomp and ft ate differed 
little from that of a conful, and he was obliged to yrcar the 
Trabca, which was a rich robe of filk, magnificently em- 
broidered, and fparkling with precious ftoncs : a garment only 
allowed to the confuls and prctor. But he could fay with 
Eft her, that his heart always dctefled the pride of the world. 
From his infancy he lived and cfleemed only heavenly things, 
and it was his chief delight to convcrfe with holy monks, or to 
be retired in his clofet, or in the church at his devotions. Alter 
the death of his father, be built and endowed fix monaflerits 

yi Sicily out gf the cftatcs which he had in that ifland, and 

founded 
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founded a feventh in his own haufe in Rome, which was the. 
famous monaftery of St. Andrew on the hill Scaurus, now pof- 
fefled by the Order of Camaldoli. The firft abbot of this houfe 
was Hilarion, the fecond Valentinus under whom St. Gre- 
gory himfelf took the monaftick habit in 575, being thirty- 
five years old. In this retirement Gregory applied himfelf with, 
that vigour to fafting and the ftudy of the facred writings that 
he thereby contracted a great weaknefs in his ftomach, and 
ufed to fall into fits of fwooning if he did not frequently eat. 
What gave him the greateft affliction was his not being able to* 
fafl on an Eafter-Eve, a day on which, fays John the deacon,, 
every one, not even excepting little children are ufed to faft. 
His great defire of conforming to the univerfal practice on that 
day occaiioned his applying to a monk of eminent fan&ity,. 
named Eleutherius, with whom having prayed, and befought 
God to enable him to faft at leaft on that facred day, he found, 
himfelf on a fudden fo well reftored, that he not only failed 
that day, but quite forgot his illnefs, as he himfelf re* 
lates (1). 

It was before his advancement to the fee of Rome, or even 
to the government of his monaftery, that he nrft, as Paul the 
deacon teftifies, projected the converfion of the Englifh na- 
tion. This great blefling took its rife from the following oc- 
cafion (2). Gregory happened one day to walk through the 
market, and here taking notice that certain youths of fine fea- 
tures and complexion were expofed to fale, he enquired what 
countrymen they were, and was anfwered, that they came 
from Britain. He afked if the people of that country were 
chriftians or heathens, and was told they were ftill heathens* 
Then Gregory fetching a deep figh, faid : It was a lamentable 
consideration that the prince of darknefs fhould be mailer of 
fo much beauty, and have fo comely perfons in his pofTeflion : 
and that fo fine an outfide fhould have nothing of God's grace 
to furnifh it within (tf). This incident made fo great an im- 

Vol. I. G g prcflion 

(2) Hill. b. z. c, 1 . 

" cecded he, of the province 
" from which they are brought.** 
It was replied, that the na- 
tives of that were called Petri. 
" Truly Dtiri, hecaufc with- 
" drawn from wrath, and called 
4t to the mercy of Chrift," laid 
lie, alluding to ths Latin, Dt hd 
Dei cruti. He Hiked farther 

" How 



(1) Dial. I. 3. c. 33. 

[a) Bedc adds, that he again 
afked, what was the name of 
that nation, and was anfwered, 
that they were called Jlugll or 

Angles. " Right, faid he; for 

" they have angelical faces, and 
" it becomes fuch to be compa- 
,c nions with the angels in hea- 
<4 ven. What is the name, pro- 
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preflion upon him that he applied himfelf foon after to pope 
Benedict I. and earneftly requefted that fome perfons might be 
fent to preach chriftianity in Britain. And not finding any one 
difpofed to undertake that million, he made an offer of himfelf 
for the fervice, with the pope's confent and approbation. Hav- 
ing obtained leave, he privately fet forward on his journey, in 
company with feveral monks of his own monaftery. But when his 
departure was known the whole city was in an uproar, and the 
people ran in a body to the pope, whom they met going to St. 
Peter's church. They cried out to him in the utmoft con- 
fter nation : " Apoftolical father, what have you done r" In 
<c fuffering Gregory to go away, you have deftroyed Rome: 
* 6 you have undone us, and offended St. Peter." At thefe 
prefling inftances the pope difpatched meflengers to recall him : 
and the faint being overtaken by them on the third day, was 
obliged, though with great reluctance, to return to Rome. 
Not long after, the fame pope, according to John the deacon 
and the Benedictines, or, as St. Paul and Baronius fay, his 
fucceflbur Pelagius II. made him one of the (even deacons of 
the church at Rome, who afiifted the pope. Pelagius II. fent him 
to Conftantinople in quality of Apocriiiarius or Nuncio of the 
holy fee to the religious emperour Tiberius, by whom the faint 
•was received and treated with the higheft diftin<£tion. This 

publick 



€S How is the king of that pro- 
«* vince called ?" They told him 
his name was Alle ; and he mak- 
ing an allufion to the word, faid ; 
** Slllduiaby the praife of God 
«' the Creator, mult be fung in 
* f thofe parts." Some cenfure 
this converfation of St. Gregory 
as a piece of low punning. But 
the tafte of that age muft he 
confidered. St. Auiiin found it 
ncccflary to play fom climes with 
words, to plcafc auditors whofe 
ears had, by cuflom, caught an 
itch to be feme times tickled by 
<\ nibbles to their fancy. The 
ingenious authour of the late 
life of the lord chancellor Ba- 
con, thought cuflom an apology 
for rhsi moll vicious llyle of that 
gieat man, of whom he writes ; 
d " His Itylc has been objected to as 
" full of affeclaiion, full of falfc 
g * eloquence. Iiut that was the 



" vice, not of the man, but of 
" the times he lived in ; and 
particularly of a court that 
*' delighted in the tinfel of wit 
" and learning, in the poor in- 
€t genuity of punning and quib- 
" Sling. " St. Gregory was a 
rnan of a fine genius and of true 
learning : yet in familiar con- 
verge might conform to the taile 
of the age. Far from cenfuring 
his wit or the judgment of his 
hiflorian, we ought to admire 
his piety which from every cir- 
cunif lance, even from words, 
drew allufjons to nourifh devo- 
tion, and turn the heart to God. 
r J "his we obferve in other faints, 
and il" it be a fault we might 
more ju/Uy cenfure on this ac - 
count the elegant epiflles of SS* 
Paulinus or Sulpitius Seven's, 
than this dialogue of St. Grc- 
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publick employment did not make him lay afide the practices 
of a monaftick life, in order to which he had taken with him 
certain monks of his'houfe, with whom he might the better 
continue them, and by their example excite himfelf to recollec- 
tion and prayer. At the requeft of St. Leant! er bifhop of Se- 
ville, whom he faw at Conftantinople, he wrote in that city 
his thirty- five books of Morals upon Job, giving chiefly the 
moral and allegorical interpretations of that 1 acred book, in 
fuch a manner as to reduce into one body the moft excellent 
principles of morality, and alfoof aninteriour life, of both which 
this admirable work hath been ever fince regarded as the great 
ftore-houfe and armory. Out of it St. Ifidore, St. Thomas, 
and other matters of thofe holy fciences have chiefly drawn 
their fublime maxims. Mauritius having married the daughter 
of Tiberius, in 582, who had the empire for her dowry, St. 
Gregory was pitched upon to ftand god-father to his eldeft fon. 
Eutychius was at' that time patriarch of Conftantinople (b). 
This prelate, having fuffered for the faith under Juftinian, fell 
at length into an errour, importing, that after the general re- 
furre&ion the glorified bodies of the elect will be no longer 
palpable, but of a more fubtle texture than air. This errour 
he couched in a certain book which he wrote. St. Gregory 
was alarmed, and held feveral conferences with the patriarch 
upon that fubjecl both in private and before the emperour, 
and clearly demonftrated from the fcriptures, that the glo- 
rified bodies of the faints will be the fame which they had on 
earth, only delivered from the appendixes of mortality ; and 
that they will be palpable as that of Chrift was after his refur- 
rec"rion(3). The good bifhop being docile and humble, retracted 
his miftake, and fhortly after falling fick, in prefencc of the 

emperour, who had honoured him with a vifit, taking hold of 

G g 2 bis 

(3) St. Greg. Moral. 1. 14. c. 76. T. I. p. 465. 



{h) Eutychius had formerly 
defended the catholick faith with 
great zeal again (I the Jiutychians 
and the crrours of the emperour 
Juilinian who, though he con- 
demned thofe hcrcticks, yet 
adopted one part of their blaf- 
phemies, aliening that Chriil af- 
fumed a bod/ which was by its 
own nature incorruptible, not 
formed of the Blciled Virgin, 



and fubject to pain, hunger or 
alteration only by a miracle. 
This was called the herefy of the 
Incorrupt hoi of which Juilinian 
declared himfelf the abbettor ; 
and after many great" exploits to 
retrieve the ancient glory of the 
empire, tarnilhed his reputation 
by pcrlecucing the caiholiek 
church and baruftuug Uutychiua. 
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his fkin with his hand, faid : c< I profefs the belief that we fhall 
« all rife in this very flefh (<:)." 

Pope Pelagius recalled St. Gregory in 584. He brought 
with him to Rome an arm of St. Andrew, and the head of 
St Luke, which the emperour had given him. He placed both 
thefe relicks in his monaftery of Sr. Andrew, where the former 
remains to this day ; but the latter has been removed thence to 
St. Peter's, where it ftill continues, The faint with joy faw 
himfelf reftored to the tranquility of his cell, where he eagerly 
defired to bury himfelf with regard to the world, from which 
he had fled naked into this fecure harbour ; becaufe, as he fig™ 
nified to St Leander, he faw how difficult a thing it is to con- 
verfe with the world without contracting inordinate attach- 
ments {d). Pope Pelagius alfo made him his fecretary. He ftill 
continued to govern his monaftery, in which he mewed a re- 
markable inftance of feverity. Juftus, one of his monks, had 
acquired and kept privately three pieces of gold, which he con- 
fefied on his death-bed. St. Gregory forbad the community 
to attend and pray by his bed-fide, according to cuftom 5 but 
could not retufe him the afiiftance of a prieft, which the coun- 
cil of Nice ordained, that no one fhould be deprived of at the 
hour of death. Juftus died in great fentiments of compunc- 
tion : yet, in compliance with what the monaftick difcipline 
enjoins in fuch cafes, in imitation of what St. Macarius had 
prefcribed on the like occafion, he ordered his corpfe to be 
buried under the dung-hill, and the three pieces of money to 
be thrown into the grave with it. Neverthelefs, as he died pe- 
nitent, he ordered mafs to be daily offered up for him during 
thirty days (e). St Gregory fays (4), that after the mafs of 
the thirtieth day, Juftus appearing to his brother Copiofus, af- 

iured him that he had been in torments, but was then releafed. 

Pope 

■ 

(4) Dial. 1. 4. c. 55. p. 465. T. z. 



(f) He died in 582, and is 
ranked by the Greeks among 
the faints. JBolland. in vita o. 
Eutychii. ad 6 Apr. 

(</) Heury thinks he was 
chofen abbot before his embafly 
to Conftantinople. But CeiJler 
and others prove, that this only 
happened after his return. 

[f) It appears from the life of 
St. Theodofius the Cenobiarch, 
from St. Ambrofc's funeral ora- 



tion on Valcntinian, and other 
monuments, that it was the cu- 
lt om from the primitive ages, to 
keep the third, iewnth, and 
thirtieth, or fometimcs fortieth 
day after the deccafe of a chri- 
ftian, with folemn prayers and 
Sacrifices for the departed foul. 
From this fact of St. Gregory a 
trcntal of mattes for a foul de^ 
parted are ufually called the Gre- 
gorian mafles. 
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Pope Pelagius II. dying in the beginning of the great pefli- 
Jence, in January 590, the clergy, fenate and Roman people 
unanimoufly agreed to choofe St. Gregory for their bifhop, al- 
though he oppofed his election with all his power. It was then 
the cuftom at the election of a pope to confult the emperouras 
the head of the fenate and people. Our faint, trufting to his 
friendfhip with Mauritius, to whofe fon he had flood godfa- 
ther, wrote to him privately to conjure him not to approve of 
this choice. He wrote alfo with great earneftnefs to John pa- 
triarch of Conftantinople, and to other powerful friends in that 
city, begging them to employ their intereft with the emperour 
for that purpofe : but complains in feverai letters afterwards 
that they had all refufed toferve him. T he governour of Rome 
intercepted his letters to the emperour, and fent others to him 
in the name of the fenate and people to the contrary effect. In 
the mean time the plague continued to rage at Rome with great 
violence ; and while the people waited for the emperour's an- 
fwer, St. Gregory took occafion from their calamities to ex- 
hort them to repentance. Having made them a patheticlc fer- 
mon on that fubjecT: (/), he appointed a folemn litany or pro- 
cefllon, in feven companies with a prieft at the head of each, 
who were to march from different churches, and all to meet in 
that of St. Mary Major ; finging Kyrie Eleifon as they went 
along the ftreets. During this proceffion there died in one 
hour's time fourfcore of thofe who afiifted at it. But St. Gre- 
gory did not forbear to exhort the people and to pray till fuch 
time as the diftemper ceafed (g). During the publick calamity 
St. Gregory feemed to have forgot the danger he was in of be- 
ing exalted to the pontifical throne ; for he feared as much to 
loie the fecurity of his poverty as the moft avaritious can do to 
lofe their treasures. He had been informed that his letters to 
Constantinople had been intercepted : wherefore not being able 
to go out of the gates of Rome where guards were placed, he 
prevailed with certain merchants to carry him off difguiled* 
and fhut up in a wicker bafket. Three days he lay concealed 
in the woods and caverns, during which time the people of 
Rome obferved fafts and prayers. Being miraculoufly difco- 
vered (b) 9 and no longer able, as he fays himfelf (5), to re lift, 

G g 3 after 

(5) L. 1. Ep. 21. L. 7. Ep. 4. 

(f) It is inferted by St. Gre- circumftance is mentioned by St. 
gory of Tours in his hiflory. Gregory of Tours, Bede, Paul, 
Greg. Turon. 1. 10. c. 1. or John. 

(g) Some moderns fay, an (It) Paul the deacon fays, it 
angel was feen mcathing his was by a pillar of light appear- 
fvvord on the (lately pile of ing over the place where he lay 

Adrian's fepulchre. Hut jio fuch concealed. 
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after the manifeftation of the divine will, he was taken s 
brought back to Rome with great acclamations, and confecrated 
on the third of September, in 590. In this ceremony he was 
conducted, according to cuftom, to the Confeffion of Su Peter, 
as his tomb is called \ where he made a profeflicn of his faith, 
which is ftill extant in his works. He fent alfo to the other pa- 
triarchs a fynodal epiftle, in which was contained the profeflion 
of his faith (6)„ In it he declares, that he received the four ge- 
neral councils as the four gofpels. He received congratulatory 
letters upon his exaltation ; to all which he returned for an- 
fwer rather tears than words, in the moft feeling fentiments of 
profound humility. To TheccYifta, the emperour's fifter, he 
wrote thus (7). tfi I have loll: the comfort of my calm, and ap- 
cc pearing to be outwardly exalted I am inwardly and really 
* 5 fallen. . . . My endeavours were to bantfh corporeal objects 
from my mind that I might fpiritually behold heavenly joys. 
Neither defiring nor fearing any thing in the world, I feemed 
raifed above the earth, but the ftorm hath caft me on a fud- 
f« den into alarms and fears : I am come into the depth of the 
* € fea, and the temp eft hath drowned me." He adds: " The 
4t emperour hath made an ape to be called a lion ; but cannot 
<c make him become one." In his letter to Narfes the patri- 
cian, he fays (8) : I am fo overcome with grief that I am 
46 fcarce able to fpeak. My mind is encompaffed with dark- 
* c nefs. All that the world thinks agreeable, brings to mc 
44 trouble and affliction." To St« Leander he writes : * 6 I rc- 
" member with tears that I have loft the calm harbour of my 
44 repofe, and with many a ugh I look upon the firm land 
44 which I cannot reach. If you love mc, aftift me with your 
44 prayers." He often invites others to weep with him, and 
conjures them to pray for him. John, archbifhop of Ravenna, 
modeftly reprehended his cowardice in endeavouring, by flight, 
to decline the burden of the paftoral charge. In anfwer to his 
cenfure and to inftrucc all paftors, foon after his exaltation 
he wrote his incomparable book On the fqfi'orel carc^ fetting 
forth the dangers, duties and obligations of that charge, which 
he calls from St. Gregory Nazianzen, The art of arts, and 
JUence of feiences. So great was the reputation of this perform- 
ance at. foon as it appeared, that the emperour Mauritius fent 
to Rome for a copy; and Anaftafius, the holy patriarch of An- 
tioch, tranflatcd it into Greek. Many popes and councils 
have exhorted and commanded paftors of fouls frequently to 

read it, and in jt, as in a looking- glafs, to behold themjelvcs (9), 

Our 



(6) L, 1 . Ep. 15. (7) L. 1. Ep. 5. p. 491. (8) I* 

1. %. 6. p. 478. (9) Cone. 3. Turon. Can. 3- 
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Our Englifh faints made it always their rule, and king Alfred 
translated it into the Saxon tongue. In this book we read a 
tranfcript of the fentiments and conduct of our excellent paftor. 
His zeal for the glory of God, and the angelical function of 
paying him the conilant tribute of praife in the church, moved 
him, in the beginning of his pontificate, to reform the church- 
mufick (/)■ Preaching he regarded as the principal and moffc 
indifpenfable function of every paftor of fouls, as it is called 
by St. Thomas, and was moft folicitous to feed his flock with 
the word of God. His forty Homilies on the gofpels, which 
are extant, fhew that he fpoke in a plain and familiar ftyle, and 
without any pomp of words, but with a furprifing eloquence 
of the heart. The fame may be faid of his twenty Homilies 
on Ezekiel, which he preached whilft Rome was befieged by 
the Lombards, in 592. In the nineteenth he in profound humi- 
lity applies to himlelf, with tears, whatever the prophet fpoke 
againffc ilothful mercenary paftors. Paul the deacon relates, 
that after the faint's death, Peter the deacon, his moft intimate 
friend, teftified that he had feen in a vifion, as an emblem of the 
Holy Ghoft, a dove appear on his head, applying his bill to his 
ear whilft he was writing on the latter part of Ezekiel. We 
have alfo St. Gregory's excellent genuine expofition of the book 
of Canticles. His fix books on the firft book of Kings were only 

G g 4 gathered 



{/) He reformed the Sacmmen- 
tary> or Miflal and Ritual of the 
Roman church. In the letters 
of SS. Innocent I. Celeitine 
I. and St. Leo, we find mention 
made of a written Roman Order 
of the mafs : in this the eflen- 
tial parts were always the lame ;. 
but accidental alterations in cer- 
tain prayers have been made. 
Pope Gelafius thus augmented 
and revifed the liturgy in 490 ; 
his genuine Sacramentary was 
publilhed at Rome by Thomafi, 
in 1680. In it are mentioned 
the publick veneration of the 
crofs on Good- Friday ; the fo- 
leinn benediction of the Holy 
Oils, the ceremonies of baptifm, 
frequent invocation of faints, 
veneration (hewn to, their reticles, 
the benediction of holy water, 
votive maffes for travellers, for 



the fick and the dead, maffes on 
feftivals of faints, and the like. 
The Sacramentary of St. Gre- 
gory differs from that of Gel a*, 
fius only in fome collects or 
prayers. The conformity be- 
tween the prefent church-office 
and the ancient appears from this 
work, and the faint's jfnti- 

fbonarius and Refponfirium. The 

like ceremonies and benedic- 
tions arc found in the Apofto- 
liclt Conilitutions, and all other 
ancient liturgick writings ; out 
of which Grabe, Hicks, Dea- 
con and others have formed new 
liturgies very like the prefent 
Roman, and fever al of them 
have reltored the idea of a true 
facrifice. Dom Menard Jias en- 
riched the Sacramentary of St. 
Gregory with moil learnad and 
curious notes. 
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gathered from his fermons as he preached them, and com- 
mitted to writing by his difciple Claudius. 

This great pope always remembered, that, by his ftation, he 
was the common father of the poor. He relieved their ne- 
ceffities with fo much fweetnefs and affability, as to fpare them 
the confufion of receiving the alms ; and the old men among . 
them he, out of deference, called his fathers. He often en- 
tertained feveral of them at his own table. He kept by him an 
exacl: catalogue of the poor, called by the ancients matrlculte ; and 
he liberally provided for the neceffities of each. In the be- 
ginning of every month he diftributed to all the poor corn, 
wine, pulfe, cheefe, fifh, flefh, and oil : he appointed officers 
for every ftreet to fend every day neceflaries to all the needy fick ; 
before he eat he always fent off meats from his own table 
to fome poor perfons. One day a beggar being found dead in 
a corner of a by-ftreet, he is faid to have abftained fomo 
days from the celebration of the divine myfteries, condemning 
himfelf of a neglect in feeking the poor with fufficient care. 
He entertained great numbers of ftrangers both at Rome and 
in other countries, and had every day twelve at his own table 
whom his facriftan invited. He was moft liberal in redeeming 
captives taken by the Lombards ; for which he permitted the 
bifhop of Fano. to break and fell the facred veffels (10), and or- 
dered the bifhop of Meflana to do the fame (n). He extend* 
ed his charity to the hereticks, whom he fought to gain by 
mildnefs. He wrote to the bifliop of Naples to receive and re- 
concile readily thofe who defired it, taking upon his own foul 
the danger (£), left he fhould be charged with their perdition 
if they fhould perifti by too great feverity. Yet he was careful 
not to give them an occafion of triumphing by any unreafon- 
able condefcenfion j and much more not to relax the feverity of 
the law of God in the leaft tittle (12). He fhewed great mo- 
deration to the fchifmaticks of Iftria, and to the very Jews. 
When Peter, bifhop of Terracina, had taken from the latter 
their fynagogue, St. Gregory ordered it to be reftorcd to them, 
faying, they are not to be compelled, but converted by meek- 
jiefs and charity (13). He repeated the fame orders for the 
Jews of Sardinia, and for thofe of Sicily( 14). In his letters to his 
vicar in Sicily, and to the ftcwards of the patrimony of the Ro- 
man church in Africa, Italy and other places, he recommends 

mild- 

(10) L. 6. Ep. 35. (11) L. 7. Ep. 26. (12) L. a. 

Ep. 3«j. &c. (13) L. 1. Ep. 35. (14) L. 7. Ep. 5. 1, 

92. Ep, 30, 

(A) Annua: nofli«e pcriculo. I. 1. Ep. 14. 
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rnildnefs and liberality towards his vaflals and farmers ; orders 
money to be advanced to thofe that were in diftrefs, which 
they might repay by little and little, and mod rigoroufly forbids 
any to be opprefled. He carefully computed and pioufly diftri— 
buted the income of his revenues at four terms in the year, in> 
his epifrks we find him continually providing for the neceflities 
of all churches, efpecially of thofe in Italy, which the wars of 
the Lombards and other calamities had made dcfblate. Not- 
withftanding his meeknefs and condefcenfion, his courage was 
undaunted, and his confidence in the divine afliflance unfhaken 
amidft the great eft difficulties. " You know me, fays he (15), 
« and that I tolerate a long while ; but when I have once deter- 
" mined to bear no longer, I go with joy againft all dangers/* 
Out of fincere humility he ftyled himfelf tc the bafeft of men, 
" devoured by floth and lazinefs (16)." Writing to St. Lean- 
der, he fays (17), he always defired to be the contempt of 
men and the outcafl: of the people. He declares (18), " I am 
" ready to be corrected by all perfons, and him only do I 
" look upon as my friend by whofe tongue I learn to wafh 
" away the ftains of my mind." He fubfcribed himfelf in all 
his letters Servant of the fervants of God, which cuftom has 
been retained by his fuccefTours. Indeed what is a paftor or 
fuperiour but the fervant of thofe for whom he is to give a ri- 
gorous account to God ? The works of St. Gregory were 
every where received with the greateft applaufe. Marinianus, 
archbifhop of Ravenna, read his Comments on Job to the 
people in the church. The faint was afflicted and confounded 
that his writings fhould be thought to deferve a place among 
the approved works of the fathers ; and wrote to that prelate 
that his book was not proper for the church, admonifhing him 
rather to read St. Auftin on the pfalms(ic)). He was no lefs 
dead to himfelf in his great actions, and all other things. He 
faw nothing in himfelf but imperfe&ions, and fubjects of cou- 
fufion and humiliation. 

It is incredible how much he wrote, and during the thirteen 
years that he governed the church, what great things he at- 
chicved for the glory of God, the good of the church, the re- 
formation of manners, the edification of the faithful, the relief 
of the poor, the comfort of the afflicted, the cftablifhmcnt of 
ccclefiafHcal difcipline, and the advancement of piety and reli- 
gion. Eut our furprife redoubles upon us, when we remember 
his continual bad ftate of health and frequent ficknefles, and his 

afliduity 



(15) L. 4. Ep. 47. (16) Prscf, in Dial. (17) L. 9. 

K P. ui. (18) L. 2. Ep. 1 2i» (19) L. iz Ep. 
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affiduity in prayer and holy contemplation : though this exercife 
it was that gave always wings to his foul. In his own palace he 
would allow of no furniture but what was mean and Ample, 
nor have any attendants near his perfon but clergymen or monks 
of approved virtue, learning and prudence. His houfhold was 
a model of chriftian perfection ; and by his care arts, fciences, 
and the heroick practice of piety flourifhed, efpecially in the 
city of Rome. The ftate of Chriftendom was at that time on 
every fide miferably diffracted, and Hood in need of a paftor, 
whofe extraordinary fandtity, abilities and courage fhould render 
him equal ro every great enterprize. And fuch a one was Gre- 
gory. The eaftern churches were wretchedly divided and 
ihattered by the Neftorians, and the numerous fpawn of the 
Eutychians : all which he reprefled. In the Well:, England 
was buried in idolatry, and Spain under the Vifigoths was over- 
run with the Arian herefy. Thefetwo flouriming countries owe 
their converfion, in a great meafure, to his zeal, efpecially the 
former. In Africa, he extirpated the Donatifts ; converted 
many fchifmaticks in Iftria and the neighbouring provinces; 
and reformed many grievous abufes in Gaul, whence he ba- 
mmed fimony which had almoft univerfally infected that church. 
A great part of Italy was become a prey to the Lombards (7j, 
who were partly Arians, partly idolaters. St. Gregory often 
flopped the fury of their arms, and checked their oppreilions of 
the people: by his zeal he alfo brought over many to the ca- 
tholick faith, and had the comfort to fee Agiluph, their king, 
renounce the Arian herefy to embrace it. In 592, Romanus, 
Exarch or governour of Italy for the emperour, with a view to 
his own private intereft, perfidioufly broke the folemn treaty 
which he had made with the Lombards (21), and took Perugia 

and 



(20) Paul Diac. de Gelt. Longobard. 1- 4. c. 8. S. Greg. 1. 2 
Ep. 46. 
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(I) The Lombards came ori- 
ginally from Scandinavia, and 
icttJed firft in Pom crania, and 
afterwards with the Huns in Pan- 
nonia who had remained there 
when they returned out of Italy 
under Attila Narfes, the pa- 
trician, after having governed 
Italy iixteen years with great 
glory, was recalled by the cui- 
perour Jullin the Younger. JJut 
relenting this treatment, he invit- 
ed the Lombards into that coun- 



try. Thofe Barbarians leaving 
Pannonia to the Huns, cnteied 
Italy, eafily made themfelves 
mailers of Milan under their 
king Alboinus, in 568 ; and ex- 
tending their dominions, often 
threatened Iconic itfelf. In the 
reign of Charles the Fat, the 
Huns* were expelled Pannonia by 
the Uot/gres, another fwarni 
fro 111 the fame hive, who ga\ r e 
to that kingdom the name of 
Hungary. 
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and feveral other towns. But the barbarians, who were much 
the ftronger, revenged this infult with great cruelty, and be- 
fieged Rome itfelf. St. Gregory neglected nothing to protect 
the opprefled, and raifed troops for the defence of feveral places. 
At length by intreaties and great prefents he engaged the Lom- 
bards to retire into their own territories. He reproved the Ex- 
arch for his breach of faith, but to no other effect than to 
draw upon himfelf the indignation of the governour and his 
matter. Such were the extorfions and injuftices of this and 
other imperial officers, that the yoke of the barbarians was 
lighter than the fpecious fhadow of liberty under the tyranny 
of the empire: and with fuch rigour were the heavierc taxes 
levied, that, to pay them, many poor inhabitants of Coriica were 
forced to fell their own children to the barbarians. Thefe op- 
pressions cried to heaven for vengeance : and St. Gregory wrote 
boldly to the emprefs Conftantina (21), intreating that the em- 
perour, though he fhould be a lofer by it, would not fill his 
exchequer by oppreffing his people, nor fufFer taxes to be 
levied by iniquitous methods which would be an impediment 
to his eternal falvation. He fent to this emprefs a Brandeum or 
veil, which had touched the bodies of the apoftles, and aflured 
her that miracles had been wrought by fuch relicks (22). He 
promifed to fend her alfo fome dufl> filings of the chains of St. 
Paul ; of which relicks he makes frequent mention in his 
epiftles. At Cagliari, a certain rich Jew, having been con- 
verted to the faith, had feized the fy nagogue in order to con- 
vert it into a church, and had fet up in it an image of the 
Virgin Mary and a crofs. Upon the complaint of the other 
Jews, St. Gregory ordered (23) the fynagogue to be reftored to 
them, but that the image and crofs fhould be flrft removed 
with due veneration and refpcdt (//;). Writing to Thcodelinda 3 
queen of the Lombards, he mentions (24), that he fent her fon 
the young king, a little crofs in which was a particle of the wood 
of the true Crofs, to carry about his neck. Secundinus, an holy 
hermit near Ravenna, god -father to this young king, begged of 
the pope fome devout puSLures. St. Gregory in his anfwer fays : 
u We have fent you two cloths, containing the picture of God 
" our Saviour, and of Mary the holy Mother of God, and of 
" the blefled apoftles Peter and Paul, and one crofs : alfo for a 
" benediction, a key which hath been applied to the moft 

" holy 

{zi) L. 5;. Ep. 41. {?z) I,. 4. Ep. 30. (23) L. a, 

l\u. 6. p. 930. (24) L. 14. Ep. iz. p. 1^70. 

(//;) SuMata cxindc, qua par eft veneratione, imagine tt crugc* 

l> [t- Mp. 6. p. \)jO, 
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cc holy body of St. Peter, the prince of the apoitles, that you 
** may remain defended from the enemy (»)." But when Se- 
renus, bifhop of Marfeilles, had broken certain facred images 
which fome perfons lately converted from idolatry honoured 
with their former idolatrous fuperftitions, St. Gregory com- 
mended his zeal for fuppreifing this abufe* but reproved 
him for breaking the images (25). When the archbifhop 
cf Ravenna ufed the Pallium, not only at mafs, but alfo 
in other functions, St. Gregory wrote him a fevere repri- 
mand, telling him, that no ornament fhines fo bright on the 
Shoulders of a bifhop as humility (26). (0) He extended his pa- 
floral zeal and folicitude over all churches ; and he frequently 
takes notice that the care of the churches of the whole world 
was entrufted to St. Peter, and his fucceffours in the fee of 
Rome (27)- This authority he exerted in the oriental pa- 
triarchates. A certain monk having been accufed of Mani- 
cheifm, and beaten by the order of John the patriarch of Con- 
ftantinople, appealed to pope Gregory, who fharply repri- 
manded the patriarch, exhorting him to eje£k a certain wicked 
young man by whom he fufFered himfelf to be governed, and 
•to do penance, and telling him : " If you do not keep the ca- 
* c nons, I know not who you are (28)." He abfolved the 
anonk, with his collegue, a prieft, re-eftablifhed them in their 
jnonaftery, and fent them back into the Eaft, having received 
•their profeflion of faith. He alfo abfolved John, a prieft of 
Chalcedon who had been unjuftly condemned by the delegates 
■of the patriarch. This patriarch John, furnamed the Fafter, 

ufurped 

(25) L. 11. Ep. 13. (26) L. 3. Ep. 56. I. 3. Ep. 53, 1. 

9. Ep. 59. 1. 6. Ep. 66. (27) L. 3. Ep 39 1. 5. Ep. 13. 

J. 7. Ep. 19. 1. 5, Ep. 20. (28) L. 6. Ep. 15. 16. 17. 

written to pope Nicholas, con- 
cerning the heads of children 
found by St Gregory in a pond. 
But a more ridiculous fable was 
never invented, as is demon- 
itratcd from many inconfiftcneies 
of that forged letter ; and St. 
Gregory in his cpiilles every 
where mentions the law of the 
celibacy of the clergy as ancient 
and inviolable. Nor was any 
pope Nicholas cotemporary with 
St Udalricus. See Baroniusand 
Dom de Sainte Marthe, in bis 
life of St. Gregory. 



{n) Thefe words are quoted 
by Paul the deacon, the council 
of Rome. Cone. T. 6. p. 1462. 
and pope Adrian I. in his letter 
,to Charlemagne in defence of 
holy images. 

{0) St. Gregory was always a 
zealous aflbrter of the celibacy of 
the clergy, which law he extended 
alio to iubdeacons who had be- 
fore been ranked among the 
clergy of the Minor orders. (I. 
1. Ep. 44. 1. 4. Ep. 34.) The 
Ccnturiators, Hcylin and others 
mention a forged letter under the 

name of Udalricus, faid to be 
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ufurped the arrogant title of Oecumenical or univei fal patriarch* 
This epithet was only ufed of a general council which repre- 
fents the whole church. In this fenfe an Oecumenical bifhop 
fliould mean a bifhop who reprefents the whole church, fo chat 
all other bifhops are only his vicars. St. Gregory took the 
word in that fenfe : which would be blafphemy and hc-reiv, and 
as fuch he condemned it (29). John indeed only meant it in 
a limited fenfe for an arch bifhop over many, as we c:\ll hhn 
a o-eneral who commands many ; but even fo it favoured of 
arrogance and novelty. In oppofition to this, St. Gregory 
took no other titles than thofe of humility. Gregoria, a 
lady of the bed-chamber to the emprefs being troubled with 
fcruples, wrote to St. Gregory, that fhc could never be 
at eafe till he fhould obtain of God, by a revelation, an 
affurance that her fins were forgiven her. To calm her 
difturbed mind he fent her the following anfwer (30). <c You 
« afk what is both difficult and unprofitable. Difficult becaufe 
< { I am unworthy to receive any revelation : unprofitable, be- 
« caufe an abfolute affurance of your pardon docs not fuit your 
« ftate till you can no longer weep for your fins. You ought 
« always to fear and tremble for them, and wafh them away 
« by daily tears. Paul had been taken up to the third heaven^ 
" yet trembled left he fhould become a reprobate. . . . Secu- 
« rity is the mother of negligence." 

The emperour Mauritius having broken his league with the 
Avari, a Scythian nation then fettled on the banks of the 
Danube (31), was defeated, and obliged to purchafe an igno- 
minious peace. He alfo rcfufed to ranfom the prifoners they 
had taken, tho' they afked at firft: only a golden penny a head,, 
and at laft only a fixth part, or four farthings ; which refufal 
fo enraged the barbarians, that they put them all to the fword* 
Mauritius began then to be flung with remorfe, gave large 
alms, and prayed that God would rather punifh him in this> 
life than in the next. His prayer was heard. His avarice and 
extortions had rendered him odious to all his fubjecls: and in 602, 
he ordered the army to take winter- quarters in the enemy's 
Country, and to fubfift on free -booting without pay. The 
foldicrs exafperatcd at this treatment, chofe one Phocas, a. 
daring ambitiou3 man, to be their leader, and marched to 
Conftantinoplc where he was crowned emperour. Mauritius 
had made his cfcape, but was taken with his family thirty 
wiles out of the city, and brought back. His five fons were 
flain before his eyes at Clntlecdon : he repeated all the while 
as a true penitent thefe words : " Thou art jufl, O Lord, 
"and thy judgments arc righteous (32)*" When the mirfe 

offered 

{?.()) L. 11. cp. 28. olim 58. p. 1180, £sV. (30) L. 7. cp. 25. 
(30 Thcophanc5 Cluvuo^r, (3^) K. 118. 
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offered her own child inftead of his youngeft, he would not 
fuffer it. Laft of all he himfelf was mafTacred after a' reign of 
twenty years. His emprefs Conftantina was confined with her 
three daughters, and murdered with them a few months 
after. The tyrant was flain by Heraclius, governour of Africa, 
after a tottering reign of eight years. When Phocas mounted 
the throne his images were received and fet up at Rome : nor 
could St. Gregory, for the fake of the publick good, omit 
writing to him letters of congratulation (33). In them he blames 
Mauritius for what his government was truly blameable, and 
makes fome compliments to Phocas, which are not fo much 
praifes as refpe&ful exhortations to a tyrant in power, and 
wifhes of the publick liberty, peace and happinefs. The faint 
no where approved his injuftices or tyranny (/), tho' he re- 
garded him like Jehu, as the inftrument of God to punifh 
other finners. He blamed Mauritius, but in things truly 
blameable ; and drew from his punifhment a feafonable occa- 
sion of wholefome advice which he gave to Phocas, whom the 
publick fafety of all Italy obliged him not to exafperate. 

This holy pope had laboured many years under a great 
weaknefs of his bread: and ftomach, and was afflicTed with 
flow fevers, and frequent fits of the gout which once con- 
fined him to his bed two whole years. On the 25th of Janu- 
ary 604, he ^ave to the church of St. Paul feveral parcels of 
land to furnilh it with lights : the act of donation remains to 
this day engraved on a marble ftone in the fame church. God 
called him to himfelf on the 12th of March the fame 
year, about the 64th of his age, after he had governed the 
church 13 years, fix months and ten days. His pallium, the 
reliquary which he wore about his neck, and his girdle were 
preferved long after his death, when John the deacon wrote, 
who defcribes his pidture drawn from the life, then to be feen in 

the monafteiy of St. Andrew (m). His holy remains reft in the 

Vatican 

(33) L. 13. ep. 31, 38. 



(/) We fay the fame of the 
compliments which he paid to 
the impious French queen Brune- 
hault, at which lord Bolingbroke 
takes offence : but a refpeel is 
due to perfons in power. St. 
Gregory no where flatters their 
vices, but admonifhes by compli- 
ments thofe who could not be 
approached without them. Thus 
did St. Paul addrcfa Agrippa and 
Feftus, &c. In refufnig the fa- 

cramcnts of the church to impe- 



nitent wicked princes, and in 
checking their crimes by feafon- 
able remonltrances, St. Gregory 
was always ready to exert the 
aeal of a Baptift : as he oppofed 
the unjuil projects of Mauritius 
fo would he have done thole ol 
Phocas when in his power. 

The antiquarians will read 



with pleafurc the curious notes 
of the Bened iaines on the pic- 
tures of St. Gregory and his pa- 



re 
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Vatican church. Both the Greeks and Latins honour his 
name. The council of CI if or Clovefliove, under archbifhop 
Cuthbert, in 747, commanded his feaft to be obferved a holy- 
day in all the monafteries in England ; which the council of 
Oxford, in 122?., extended to the whole kingdom. This law 
fuWifted till the change of religion (n). 



On the fame DAY 



St. Maximilian, M. He was the fon of Viftor a chriflian fol- 
dier in Nurnidia. According to the law which obliged the fons 
of foldiers to ferve in the army at the age of 2 1 years, his meafure 
was taken that he might be enrolled in the troops, and he wa» 
found to be of due flature, being five Roman feet and ten inches 
high (a) 9 that is, about five feet and an half. But Maximilian re- 
fufed to receive the mark, which was a print on the hand, and a 
leaden collar about the neck, on which were engraved the name 
and motto of the emperour. His plea was, that in the Roman 
army fuperllitions contrary to the chriftian faith were often practifed, 
with which he could not defile his foul. Being condemned by the 
proconful to lofe his head, he met death with joy in the year 296. 
•—See his a&s in Ruinart. 

St. Paul, biihopof Leon, C. He was a noble Briton, a native 
of Cornwal, coufin to St. Samfon, and his fellow-difciple under 
St. Iltutus. Paul led an eremetical life, firft in Wales, afterwards 
in a fmall ifland on the coaft. of the Ofifmians, a barbarous idola- 
trous people in Little -Britain. The faint commiferating their blind- 
nefs, palled over to the Continent, and inftrucled them in the faith. 
Withur, count or governour of Bas, and all that coaft, feconded 
by king Childebert, procured his ordination to the cpifcopal dig- 
nity, notwithstanding his tears to prevent it. His diligence in 
acquitting himfelf of every branch of his obligations was equal ta 
his apprehenfion of their weight. When he had compleated the 

con- 



(n) St. Gregory gave St. Au- 
Ain a fmall library which was 
kept in his monaftcry at Can- 
terbury. Of it there ilill re- 
main a book of the gofpcls 
in the Bodleian library, and 
another in that of Corpus- 
Chrifti in Cambridge. The other 
books were Pfahers, the P/t/fo- 

rale, the Pajpontu htm Smifio- 

runt, and the like. See Mr. 

Wan ley in his catalogue of Sax- 
r>n manufcripts, at the end of Dr. 
JJicktVs Thefaurus, p. 172. Ma- 
>|y rich veftments, veflels, re- 
hdes, and a pall given by St. 



Gregory to St. Auftin were kept in 

the lame monaftery. Their original 
inventory, drawn up by 7 ho mas 
of ftlmham in the reign of Hen- 
ry V. is prefcrved in the Har- 
lcian library, and publifhed by 
Mrs. E. KI/lo I>, at the end of a 
Saxon pan egy rick of St. Grego- 
ry. Dom Dionylius of Saintc* 
JVlarthc, a learned Benedictine 
monk, has favoured the world 
with an accurate edition of the 
works of St. Gregory in four 
volumes in (olio. 

(a) See Tr. fut la Milice Ko- 
inaiue, T, i. 
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converfion of that country he refigned his bifhoprick to a difciple, 
and retired into the ifle of Bas, where he died in holy folitudc on 
the 1 2th of March about the year 579, upwards of 100 years old. 
During the inroads of the Normans, his relicks were removed to 
the abbey of Fleury, or St. Bennetts on the Loire. Leon, the an, 
tient city of the Ofifmians in which he fixed his fee, takes his 
name — See his life in the A8s of the Saints. 




MARCH 13 



St. NICEPHORUS, Patriarch of 

Conftantinople. 

From his life by Ignatius, deacon of Conftantinople afterwards 
bijhop of Nice, a cotemporary author ; and from the relation of 
bis banijbment by Theophanes. See Fleury, L 4.5, 46, 47. 

A. D. 828. 

THeodorus, the father of our faint, was fecretary to the 
emperour Conftantine Copronymus : but when that ty- 
rant declared himfelf a persecutor of the catholick church 
the faithful minifter, remembering that we are bound to obey 
God rather than men, maintained the honour due to holy 
images with fo much zeal, that he was ftripped of his honours, 
fcourged, tortured and baniflied. The young Nicephorus was 
from his cradle animated to the practice of virtue by the do- 
meftick example of his father : and in his education, as his de- 
fires of improvement were great, and the inftru£Uons he had very 
good, the piogrefs he made was as confiderable ; till by the 
maturity of his age, and of his ftudy, he made his appearance 
in the world. When Conftantine and Irene were placed on 
the imperial throne, and reftored the catholick faith, our faint 
was quickly introduced to their notice, and by his merits at- 
tained a large fhare in their favour. He was by them advanced 
to his father's dignity, and by the luftrc of his fan£tity was the 
ornament of the court, and the fupport of the ftate. He 
diftinguiflied himfelf by his zeal againfl the Iconoclafts, and 
was fecretary to the fecond council of Nice. After the death 
of St. Ta rali us in 806, no one was found more worthy to fuc- 
ceed him than Nicephorus. To give an authentick tcftirnony 
of his faith, during the time of his confecration he held in his 

hand a treatifc which he had written in defence of holy 

imai'cs. 
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images, and after the ceremony Jaid it up behind the altar, as 
a pledge that he would always maintain the tradition of the 
church. As fbon as he was feated in the patriarchal chair he 
began to con fid er how a total reformation of manners might 
be wrought, and his precepts from the pulpit received a double 
force from the example he fet to others in an humble comport- 
ment, and ffeady uniform practice of eminent piety. He ap- 
plied himfelf with unwearied diligence to all the duties of the 
miniftry ; and by his zealous labours, and invincible meeknefs 
and patience, kept virtue in countenance, and fiemmed the 
tide of iniquity. But thefe glorious fuccefles rendered him not 
fo confpicuous as the conffancy with which he defpifed the 
frowns of tyrants, and fuffered perfecution for the fake of 
ju ft ice. 

The government having changed hands, the patrician Leo 
the Jlrmcnian^ govern our of Natolia, became empcrour in 
813, and being himfelf an Iconoclaft, endeavoured both by 
artifices and open violence to eftablifh that herefy. He ff udied 
in the nrfr. place, by crafty fuggeftions, to gain over the holy 
patriarch to favour his dehgn. But St. Nicephorus anfwered 
him : CQ We cannot change the ancient traditions : we refpe£t 
€< holy images as we do the crofs and the book of the gofpels." 
For it muft be obferved that the ancient Iconoclafts venerated 
the book of the gofpels, and the figure of the crofs, tho* 
by an i neon fi fie n cy ufual in errour, they condemned the like 
relative honour with regard to holy images. The faint fhewed, 
that far from derogating from the fupreme honour of God, 
we honour him when for his fake we pay a fubordinate re- 
fpect to his angels, faints, prophets and minifters ; alfo when? 
we give a relative inferiour honour to inanimate things which 
belong to his fervice, as facred veflcls, churches and images. 
But the tyrant was fixed in his errours, which he at firft en- 
deavoured to propagate by flratagems. He therefore privately 
encouraged foldiers to treat contemptuoufly an image of Chrift 
which was on a great crofs at the brazen gate of the city ; and 
thence took occafion to order the image to be taken off the 
crofs, pretending he did it to prevent a fecond profanation. 
iSt. Nicephorus law the ftorm gathering, and (pent mofl of his 
time in prayer with feveral holy bifhops and abbots. Shortly 
after, the cmperour, having aflcmblcd together certain Icono- 
elall bifhops in his palace, fent for the patriarch and his fellow- 
bifliops. 'JThoy obeyed the fummons, but intreated his majefly 
to leave the government of the church to its paflors. Kmilian, 
bifhop of Cyzicus, one of their body, faid : " If this is an 
<c ecclefiaftical affair, let it be difcuifed in the church, according* 
4< to cufloni, not in the palace/' Euthymius, bifhop of 

Vol, I. M h Sardcs, 
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Sardes, faid : " For thefe 800 years paft flnce the coming of 
i€ Chrifl, there have been always pictures of him, and he has been 
<e honoured in them. Who fhall now have the boldnefs to abo- 
* c lifh To ancient a tradition ?" St. Theodorus the Studite fpoke 
after the bifhops, and faid to the emperour : cc My Lord, do 
£€ not difturb the order of the church. God hath placed in it 
* c apoftles, prophets, pallors and teachers (1). You he hath 
c< entrufled with the care of the urate ; but leave the church 
ftC to its paflors/' The emperour in a rage drove them from 
his prefence. Some time after, the Iconoclaft bifhops held a 
pretended council in the imperial palace, and cited the patriarch 
to appear before them. To their fummons he returned this 
anfwer : " Who gave you this authority ? was it the pope or any 
Gc of the patriarchs ? In my diocefe you have no jurifdic r tion. ,> 
He then read the canon which declares thofe excommunicated 
who prefume to exercife any act of jurifdiclion in the diocefe 
of another bilhop. They, however, proceeded to pronounce 
agaiml him a mock fentence of depofition ; and the holy paftor, 
after feveral attempts made fecretly to take away his life, was 
fent by the emperour into banifliment. Michael the Stutterer, 
who in 820 fucceeded Leo in the imperial throne, was en- 
gaged in the fame herefy, and alfo a perfecutor of our faint 
who died in his exile, in the monaftery of St. Theodorus, in 
828, being about 70 years old. By the order of the emprefs 
Theodora, his body was brought to Conftantinople with great 
pomp, in 846, on the 13th of March, on which day he is 
commemorated in the Roman martyrology (a). 

On the fame DAY 

St. Euphrasia, V. Antigonus, the father of this faint, was 
a nobleman of the firft. rank and quality in the court of Thco- 
dofius the younger, nearly allied in blood to that emperour, and 
honoured by him with feveral great employments in the ftate. He 
was married to Euphrafia, a lady no lefs illuftrious for her birth and 
virtue, by whom he had one only daughter and hcirefs, called alfo 
Euphrafia, the faint of whom we treat. After her birth her pious 
parents by mutual con fent engaged thcmfclves by vow, to pafs the 
remainder of their lives in perpetual continence, that they might 
anore perfectly afpirc to the invifible joys of the life to come; 
and from that time they lived together as brother and fitter, in the 
cxercifes of devotion, alms-deeds and penance. Antigonus died 
within a year, and the holy widow, to Ihun the importunate ad- 

drefles 

( 1 ) Eph iv. 11. 

[a) St. Nicephorus has left us tory from the reign of Mauritius 
feveral trails againft the Icono- to that of Conftantine and Irene 
claile : alfo a chronicle, and a hif- 
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drefTes of young fuitors for marriage, and the diflraction of friends, 
not long after withdrew privately, with her little daughter, into 
Egypt, where me was pofleifed of a very large eftate. In thac 
country fhe fixed her abode near a holy monaftery of i 30 nuns, who 
never ufed any other food than herbs and' pulfe, which they took 
only after fun-fet, and fame only once in two or three days ; they 
wore and flept on fackcloth, wrought with their hands, and prayed 
almoft without interruption. When fick, they bore their pains with 
patience, efteeming them an effect of the divine mercy,, and thank- 
ing God for the fame : nor did they leek relief from phylicians ex- 
cept in cafes of abfolute neceffity, and then only allowed of ordinary 
general remedies, as the monks of La Trappe do at this day. Deli- 
cate and excefKve attention to health nourifhes felf-love and im- 
morti fixation (a} 9 and often deftroys that health which it ftudies 
anxioufly to preferve. By the example of thefe holy virgins the 
devout mother animated herfelf to fervour in ihe exerciies of 
religion and charity, to which fhe totally dedicated herfelf. She 
frequently vifited thefe fervants of God, and earneftly entreated 
them to accept a confiderable annual revenue, with an obligation 
that they fhould always be bound to pray for the foul of her deceafed 
huhband. But the abbefs refufed the eftate, faying : " We have re- 
* c nounced all the conveniences of the world, in order to purchafe 
*' heaven. We are poor, and fuch we deflre to remain." She 
could only be prevailed upon to accept a fmall matter to fupply 
the church-lamp with oil, and for incenfe to be burned on the 
altar. 

The young Euphrafia at feven years of age made it her earnefl 
requeft to her mother, that fhe might be permitted to ferve God in 
this monaftery. The pious mother on hearing this wept for joy, and 
not long after prefented her to the abbefs, who taking up an image 
of Chrift gave it into her hands. The tender virgin kiffed it, 
faying : " By vow I confecrate myfelf to Chrift." Then the 
mother led her before an image of our Redeemer, and lifting up 
her hands to heaven, faid : ** Lord Jefus Chrift, receive this child 
" under your fpecial protection. You alone doth fhe love and feek : 
" to you doth flic recommend herfelf (£)." Then turning to her 
dear daughter fhe faid : " May God, who laid the foundations of 
" the mountains, ftrengthen you always in his holy fear." And 
leaving her in the hands of the abbefs, fhe went out of the monaftery 
weeping. Some time after this flic fell fick, and being forewarned of 
her death gave her lail inftrufrions to her daughter in thefe words : 
** Fear God, honour your fillers and ferve them with humility, 
*' Never think of what you have been, nor fay to yourfelf that you 
" are of royal extraction. Be humble and poor on earth, that you 
" may be rich in heaven." The good mother foon after flepr in 

H h 2 peace. 



(a) It is fevercly condemned 
by St. Bernard ep. 3^.5. ol. 321. 
p. 316. & for 111. 50 in Cant. St. 
Axnbrofe fcrm. 22 in Pf. 118. 



Abbot Ranee the reformer of 
La Trappe, £9V. 
(h ) This pali age is quoted by Sc. 

John Damafcen A Or 3 de lmagiu* 
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peace. Upon the news of her death, the emperour Theodofius fent 
for the noble virgin to court, having promifed her in marriage to a 
favourite young fenator. But the virgin wrote him with her own 
hand the following anfwer : " Invincible emperour, having confe- 
** crated myfelf to Chrifc in perpetual chatfity, I cannot be falfe to 
« my engagement, and marry a mortal man, who will fhortly be 
*« the food of worms. For the fake of my parents, be pleafed to di. 
*' /tribute their ertates among the poor, the orphans and the church. 
« e Set all my flaves at liberty, and difcharge my vaflals and fervants, 
<c giving them whatever is their due. Order my father's ftewards 
" to acquit my farmers of all they owe fmce his death, that I may 
«« ferve God without let or hindrance, and may Hand before him 
«« without the folicitude of temporal affairs. Pray for me. you and 
** your emprefs, that 1 may be made worthy to ferve Chrift." The 
meffengers returned with this letter to the emperour, who fried many 
tears in reading it. The fenators who heard it burft alfo into tears, 
and faid to his majefty : " She is the worthy daughter of Antigo- 
64 nus and Euphrafta, of your royal blood, and the holy offspring 
<« of a virtuous Hock." The emperour punctually executed all fhe 
defired a little before his death, in 395. 

St. Euphrafia was to her pious fiflers a perfect pattern of humi- 
lity, meeknefs and charity. If fhe found herfelf aflaulted by any 
temptation, fhe immediately difcovered it to the abbefs, to drive 
away the devil by that humiliation, and to feek a remedy. The 
difcreet fuperiourefs often enjoined her, on fuch occafions, fome 
humbling and painful penitential labour ; as fometimes to carry 
great {tones from one place to another ; which employment fhe 
once, under an obftinate affault, continued 30 days together with 
wonderful fimplicity, till the devil being vanquifhed by her humble 
obedience and chaftifement of her body, he left her in peace. Her 
diet was only herbs or pulfe, which fhe took after funfet, at firft 
every day, but afterwards only once in two or three, or fometimes 
feven days. But her abftinence received its chief merit from her 
humility j without which it would have been a fall of devils. She 
cleaned out the chambers of the other nuns, carried water to the 
kitchen, and out of obedience chearfully employed herfelf in the 
mean eft drudgery ; making painful labour a part of her penance. 
To mention one inllance of her extraordinary meeknefs and humi- 
lity : it is related, that one day a maid in the kitchen afked her 
why flie failed whole weeks, which no other attempted to do befides 
the abbefs. tier anfwer was. that the abbefs had enjoined her 
that penancvi. The other called her an hypocrite. Upon which 
Euphrafia fell '«t her feet, begging her to pardon, and pray for, 
her. In which action it is hard to fay, whether we ought more to 
admire the patience with which fhe received fo unjuit a rebuke and 
flander, or the humility with which fhe fincerely condemned herfelf 
as if, by her hypocrify and imperfections, fhe had been a fcnndnl to 
others. She was favoured with miracles both before and after her 
death, which happened in the year 410, and the 30th of her ago, 

-See her ancient aiuhcntick life in ltofweide, p. 351 ; D\An* 

dilly, and molt correct in the A3 a SauUontw. 

St, 
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St. Theophane s, abbot. His father, who was govern our of 
the illes of the Archipelago, died when he was only three years 
old, and left him heir to a very great eitate, under the guardian- 
Ihip of the Jconoclait emperour, Conftantine Copronymus. Amidfr. 
the dangers of fuch an education, a faithful pious fervant inftillcd 
into his tender mind the moil generous fentiments of virtue and re- 
ligion. Being arrived at man's eitate, he was compelled by his 
friends to take a wife; but on the day of his marriage he fpoke in 
fo moving a manner to his confbrt on the fhortnefs and uncertainty 
of this lire, chat they made a mutual vow of perpetual chaftity. She 
afterwards became a nun, and he for his part built two monalteries 
in Myfia ; one of which, called Megal-Agre near the Fropontis, 
he governed himfelf. He lived as it were dead to the world and 
the rlefh, in the greatcft purity of life, and in the exerciles of con ■ 
tinual mortification and prayer. In 787, he aflilted at the fecond 
council of Nice, where all admired to fee one, whom they had 
formerly known in fo much worldly grandeur, now fo meanly clad, 
fo modeft, and fo full of felf-contempt as he appeared to be. He 
never laid afide his hair fhirt ; his bed was a mat, and his pillow a 
Hone; his fufbnance was hard coarfe bread and water. At 50 
years of age he began to be grievoufly affiifled with the Itonc and 
nephritick cholick ; but bore with chearfulnefs the mod excruci- 
ating pains of his diftemper. The emperour Leo the Armenian, in 
814, renewed the perfecution againft the church, and abolifhed the 
ufe of holy images which had been reftored under Conftantine and 
Irene. Knowing the great reputation and authority of Theophanes, 
he endeavoured to gain him by civilities and crafty letters. The 
faint difcovered the hook concealed under his alluring baits, which 
did not, however, hinder him from obeying the ernperour's fum- 
mons to Conftantinople, though at that time under a violent fit of 
the fione ; which diftcmpcr for the remaining part of his life 
allowed him very fhort intervals of eafe. The emperour font him 
this meffage : " From your mild and obliging difpofition, I flatter 
" myCelf you are come to confirm my fentiments on the point in 
" queilion with your luffragc. It is your readied way for obtaining 
" my favour, and with that the greateit riches and honours for 
" yourfelf, your monattcry and relations, which it is in the power 
" of an emperour to bellow. But if you rcfufc to comply with my 
" defircs in this affair, you will incur my higheft difpleafure, and 
" draw mifcry and difgrace on yourfelf and friends " 'J 'he holy 
man returned for anfwer : '* Being now far advanced in years, and 
* £ much broken with pains and infirmities, I have neither reliih nor 
" inclination for any of thefe things which 1 defpifed for Chriit't 
" fakein my youth, when J was in a condition to enjoy the world. 
u As to my monalleiy and friends I recommend them to God. If* 
" you think to frighten me into a compliance by your threats, as 
*' a child is awed by the rod, you only lofe your labour. For 
" though unable to walk, and fubject. to many other corporal 
" infirmities, I trull in Chriil that he will enable me to undergo, 
" in defence of his caufe, the iharpcil tortures you can inflict on 

V my weak body." The emperour employed fcvcral perfoiib to 

li h % fcHulurtVOMl' 
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endeavour to overcome his refolution ; but in vain : fo feeing 
himfelf vanquiftied by his conftancy he confined him two years 
in a clofe ftinking dungeon, where he fuffered much from his 
diftemper and wane of necelTaries. He was alfo cruelly fcourged, 
having received 300 flripes. In 818, he was removed out of hh 
dungeon, and banifhed into the ifle of Samothracia, where he died in 
17 days after his arrival, on the 12th of March. His relzcks were 
honoured by many miraculous cures. He has left us his Chrono- 
graph™, or ihort hiftory from the year 284., the firft of Dioclefian, 
where George Syncellus left off, to the year 813. His imprifon- 
ment did not allow him leifure to polilh the ftyle. See his co- 
temporary life, and the notes of Goar and Combefls, two learned 
Dominicans, on his works. 

MARCH 14. 

St MAUD or MATHILDIS,, 

Queen of Germany. 

From her life written 40 years after her death, by the order of St. 

Henry j Acla Sancl. T. 7. p. 361. 

A. D. 968. 

THIS princefs was daughter of Theodorick, a powerful 
Saxon count. Her parents being fenfible that piety is 
the only true greatnefs, placed her very young in the monas- 
tery of Erford, of which her grandmother Maud, who had 
renounced the world in her widowhood, was then abbeft. 
Here our faint acquired an extraordinary lelifh for prayer and 
fpiritual reading ; and learned to work at her needle, and to 
employ all the precious moments of life in fomcthing ferious 
and worthy the great end of her creation. She remained in 
that houfe an accomplifhed model of all virtues, till her pa- 
rents married her to Henry, fon of Otho duke of Saxony in 
913. Her hufband, furnamcd the Fowler, from his fondnefs for 
the divcrfion of hawking, then much in vogue, became duke of 
Saxony by the death of his father in 916; and in 919? upon 
the death of Conrad, was chofen king of Germany. He was 
a pious and victorious prince, and very tender of his fubjecls. 
His (blicitudc in cafing their taxes made them ready to feive 
their country in his wars at their own charges, though he 

gene- 
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generoufly recompenfed their zeal after his expeditions, which 
were always attended with fuccefs. Whilft he by his arms 
checked the infolence of the Hungarians and Danes, and 
enlarged his dominions by adding to them Bavaria, Maud 
gained domeftick victories over her fpiritual enemies, more 
worthy of a chriftian, and far greater in the eyes of heaven. 
She nourifhed the precious feeds of devotion and humility in 
her hearr by affiduous prayer and meditation ; and not content 
with the time which the day afforded for thefe exercifes, part 
of the night was employed the fame way. The nearer the 
view was which file took of worldly vanities, the more clearly 
flie difcovered their emptinefs and dangers, and fxghed to fee 
men purfue fuch bubbles to the lofs of their fouls; for 
under a fair outfide they contain nothing but poifon and 
bitternefs. 

It was her delight to vifit, comfort and exhort the fick and the 
afflicted ; to ferve and inftrucT; the poor, teaching them the ad- 
vantages of their ftate from the benedictions and example of 
Chrift ; and to afford her charitable fuccours to prifoners, pro- 
curing them their liberty where motives of juftice would per- 
mit it 5 or at leaft eafing the weight of their chains by liberal 
alms ; but her chief aim was to make them (ha-ke off their 
fins by fincere repentance. Her hufband edified by. her ex- 
ample, concurred with her in every pious undertaking which 
flie projected. After twenty years marriage God was pleafed 
to call the king to himfelf by an apoplectick fit in 936. Maud, 
during his ficknefs, went to the church to pour forth her foul 
in prayer for him at the foot of the altar. As foon as flip 
underftood by the tears and cries of the people that he had ex- 
pired, flie called for a prieft that was fading, to offer the holy 
facrifice for his foul ; and at the fame time cut off the jewels 
which flie wore, and gave them to the prieft, as a pledge that 
flie renounced from that moment the pomp of the world. She 
had three fons ; Otho, afterwards empcrour ; Henry, duke of 
Bavaria, and St. Bruno, archbifliop of Cologne. Otho was 
crowned king of Crcrmany in 937, and empcrour at Rome in 
962, after his victories over the Bohemians and Lombards* 
Maud, in the conteft between her two elder fons for the crown, 
which was elective, favoured Henry who was the younger, a 
fault flie expiated by fevcre afHuStions and penance. Thcie twa 
fons confpired to ftrip her of her dowry, on the unjuft pretence 
that flie had fquandered away the revenues of the ftate on the 
poor. This pcrfecution was long and cruel, coming from all 
that was molt dear to her in this world. The unnatural prince? 
at length repented of their injuftice, were reconciled to hci., 

and reftorcd her all that had been taken from her. She then 
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became more liberal in her alms than ever, and founded many 
churches, with five monafteries ; of which the principal were 
that of Polden in the dutchy of Brunfwick, in which flic 
maintained 3000 monks ; and that of Quedlinbourg in the 
duchy of Saxony (<? ). She buried her hulband in this place, 
and when fhe had finifbed the 'buildings made it her ufual 
retreat. She applied hcrfelf totally to her devotions, and to 
works of mercy. It was her greater! pleafure to teach the poor 
and ignorant how to pray, as fhe had formerly taught her 
fervants. In her laft ficknefs fhe made her confeffion to her 
grandfon William, the archbifhop of Mentz, who yet died 
twelve days before her, on his road home. She again made 
a publick confeflion before the priefts and monks of the place, 
received a fecond time the laft facraments, and lying on a iaclc- 
cloth with afhes on her head, died on the 14th of March in 
968. Her body remains at Quedlinbourg. Her name is recorded 
In the Roman M arty ro logy. 

On the fame DAV 

SS. Acepsimas, bifhop, Joseph, prieft, and Aithilmm, 
deacon, MM. St. Maruthas clofes, with the acts of thefe martyr;, 
his hiftory of the perfecution of king Sapor, which raged without 
intermifnon during forty years. The venerable authour allures us, 
that living in the neighbourhood he had carefully informed himfeif 
of the feveral circumftances of their combats from thofe who were 
cyewicnefles, and ufhers in his account with the following addrcli : 
* c Be propitious to me, O Lord, through the prayers of theie n:ar- 
" tyrs. . - . Being affifted by the divine grace, and itrengthened 
" by your protection, O ye incomparable men, I prcfumc to draw 
«* the outlines of your heroick virtue and incredible torment . 
" But the remembrance gf your bitter fuffcrings covers me with 
" fhame, confufion and tears for myfclf and my fins. O ! you 
te who hear this relation, count the days and the hours of thrcs 
years and an half which they fpent in prifon, and remember 
" they paffed no month without frequent tortures, no clay fin: 
from pain, no hour without the threat of immediate death. TU- 
" feftivals and new moons were black to them by frcih racks, ^ 
*' beatings, clubs, chains, hanging by their limbs, diflocntions oi 
*' their joints, C5>." Jn the 37th year of this perfecution a fre/h 
edict was publifhed, commanding the governours and magi Urates to 
puniih all chriilians with racks, icourges, iloning, and every ibrt o* 
death, laying to their charge the following articles : " They abolilh 
** our doclnne ; they teach men to worfbip one only God, and lor- 
*« bid them to adore the fun or fire ; they ufe water for profane 
** waihing ; they forbid perfons to marry, to be foldiers in the 

king's armies, or to ilrike any one ; they permit all forts of ani- 

mala 

{a) The ablxfe of this latter is the firfl princefs of the Empire 
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'< mals to be killed, and they fuffer the dead to be buried ; they 
« fay that ferpents and fcorpions were made, not by the devil, but 

" by God himfelf," 

Acepfimas, bilhop of Honita in Affyria, a man above fourfcore 

years old, but of a vigorous and itrong conftitution of body, was 
apprehended, and conducted in chains to Arbcla, before the go- 
vernour. This judge admired he how could deny the divinity of 
the fun, which all the Eall adored. The martyr anfwered him, 
expreffing his aftonifhment how men could prefer a creature to the 
Creator. By the orders of the governour he was laid on the 
ground with his feet bound, and in that pollure barbaroufly 
fco urged, till his whole body was covered with blood ; after which 
he was thrown into pri Con. 

In the mean time one Jofcph, an holy pried of Eethcatuba, and 
A'thilahas, a deacon of Beth-nudra, famed for eloquence, 
fan&ity and learning, were brought before the fame governour. To 
his interrogatories Jofeph anfwered, that he was a chriftian, and 
had always taught the fun to be an inanimate creature. The iilue 
was, that he was itretched flat on the ground, and beaten with 
thick twigs, dripped of the thorns, by ten executioners who fuc- 
ceeded one another, till his body feemed one continued wound. 
At the fight of himfelf in this condition the martyr with joy faid : 
" I return you the greateft thanks I am able, Chrift the fon of 
f< God, who have granted me this mercy, and warned me with 
(C this fecond baptifm of my blood, to wipe away my fins." His 
courage the perfecutors deemed an infult, and redoubled their fury 
in tearing and bruiilng his bleifed body. After he was loofened, 
loaded with heavy chains, and cad into the fame dungeon with 
Accpfimas, Aithilahas was called upon. The governour laid to 
him: ifi Adore the fun which is a divinity, cat blood, marry (a) 9 
" and obey the king, and you fhall live." The martyr anfwered : 
" It is better to die in order to live eternally." Ey the judge's com- 
mand, his hands were tied under his knees, and his body fattened 
to a beam : in this poflure it was fqueezed and pulled many ways, 
and afterwards fcourged. His bones were in many places broken 
or diflocated, and his flefh mangled. At length not being able to 
Hand he was carried back to prilon on mens moulders. On the next 
clay they were all three again brought forth, and ftrctched on the 
ground, bound fad with cords, and their legs, thighs and ribs fo 
fqucc/ed and drained by (lakes, that the noife of the bones breaks 
ing filled the place with liorrour. Vet to every (blicitation of the 
judge or ollicers their anfvvcr was : " We truft in one God, and we 
* 4 will not obey the king's edicts" Scarce a day pall in which 
fome new torture or other was not invented and tried upon them. 

Alter they had for three years fuJfered the hard (hips of imprison- 
ment and daily torments, the king coming into Media, the martyrs 
were brought before Adarfapor, the chief of all the governors 

of 



(a ) From tliis and many other 
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ligation of perpetual chaility was 
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of the Eaft, feveral other Satrapes and governours fitting with him 
.in the palace. They were carried thither, for they were not able 
to walk, and they fcarce retained the figure of human bodies. The 
very light of fuch ipectacles moved all who faw them to companion, 
and many to tears. They couragioully profelfed themfelves chri. 
Hians, and declared that they would never abandon their faith. 
Adarfapor faid, he faw by their wounds what they had already fuf- 
fered, and ufed both threats and intreaties to work them into a com- 
pliance with the law. When they begged hrm to haft en the execu- 
tion of his threats, he told them : '* Death frees criminals from 
pain : but I will render life to you as grievous as a continued 
death, that others of your feci may tremble." Acepfimas faid : 
* c In vain do you threaten. God in whom we trull, will give us 
" courage and conftancy*" At this anfwer, fury flamed in the eyes 
of Adarfapor, and he iwore by the fortune of king Sapor, that if 
ihey did not that inftant obey the edicts, he would fprinkle their 
grey hairs with their blood, would deftroy their bodies, and would 
caufe their dead remains to be beaten to powder. Acepfimas faid : 
*' To you we refign our bodies, and commend to God our fouls. 

Execute what you threaten. It is what we defire.'" The tyrant 
with rage painted in every feature of his countenance, ordered the 
venerable old man to be ftretched on the ground, and thirty men, 
rfifteen on each fide, to pull and hawl him by cords tied to his arms, 
legs, and other limbs, fo as to diflocate and almoft tear them afun- 
der ; and two hangmen in the mean time to fcourge his body with 
ib much cruelty as to mangle and tear off the flefh in many parts ; 
under which torment the martyr expired. His body was watched by 
guards appointed for that purpofe, till after three days it was ilolen 
away by the chriftians, and buried by the caret of a daugh- 
ter of the king of Armenia, who was at that time a hoftage 
In Media. 

Jofeph and Aithilahas underwent the fame puniihment, but came 
alive out of the hands of the executioners. The latter faid to the 
judge under his torments: " Your tortures are too mild, increafe 

them as you pleafe." Adarfapor Uruck with aitonilhment at their 
courage, faid : " Thefe men are greedy of torments as if they were 
** banquets, and are fond of a kingdom that is invifible." He then 
caufed them to be tormented afreih, fo that every part of their 
bodies was mangled, and their lhoulders and arms disjointed. 
Adarfapor gave an order that if they did not die of their torments, 
they mould be carried back into their own country, to be there put 
to death. The two martyrs being not able to fit, were tied on the 
backs of bcalts, and conveyed with great pain to Arabella, their 
guards treating them on the way with no more companion than if 
they had been Hones. Jazdundocla, an illuflrious lady of the city 
Arabella, for a great fum of money, obtained leave of the go- 
vernour, that they mould be brought to her houfe, to take a fliort 
refrclhment. She drcfled their wounds, bathed their bodies with 
her tears, and was exceedingly encouraged by their faith and ex- 
hortations. The bleflcd martyrs were foon taken from her houfe to 

orifon; where they languiflicd fix months longer. A new govcrnour 

at 
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at length came into that province, the moft favage of men, bring- 
ing an edict of the king, commanding, that chriftians who were 
condemned to death, mould be ftoned by thofe who profefted the 
fame religion. The news of his arrival drove the chriftians 
into the woods and defer ts, that they might not be compelled to 
imbrue their hands in the blood of martyrs. But foldiers there 
hunted them like wild beafts, and many were taken. The two com- 
feifors were prefented before this new judge. Jofeph was hung up 
by the toes, and fcourged during two hours in the prefence of the 
judge, who hearing him difcourfe on the refurreclion, faid : cc In. 
" that refurreclion how do you defign to punifh me ?" The mar- 
tyr replied: «« We are taught meeknefs, to return good for evil, 
tc and to pray for enemies. " " Well, faid the judge, then I mall 
46 meet with kindnefs from your hands for the evil which you here 
(( receive from me." To which the martyr anfwered : " There 
" will be then no room for pardon or favour : nor will one be able 
(i to help another. I will pray that God may bring you to the know- 
" ledge of himfelf in this life. 71 The judge faid : " Confider thefe 
<f things in the next world, whither I am going to fend you; at 
(l prefent obey the king." The old man anlwqred : " Death is our 
tl defire." The emperour then began to interrogate Aithilahas, 
and caufed him to be hung up by the heels a long time together. 
He was at length taken down, and to move him to a compliance 
he was Ihewn a certain Manicha?an heretick who had renounced his 
religion for fear of torments, and was killing ants, which thofe 
hereticks held unlawful, teaching that infecls and beafts have 
rational fouls. The faint lying on the ground was fcourged 
till he fell into a fwoon, and then was hawled afide like a dog. A 
certain Magian, out of pity, threw a coat over his wounds to cover 
his naked body ; for which acl of compaflion he received two hun- 
dred lames till he fainted. Thamfapor arriving at his caftle of Beth- 
Thabala, in that country, the governour caufed the martyrs to be 
carried before him. They were ordered to eat the blood of beafts : 
which they refufed to do. One told them, that if they would eat 
the juice of red grapes curdled, which the people might think to be 
blood, this would fatisfy the judges. They anfwered: " God for- 
" bid wc fliould diflemble our faith." We have clfewherc takea 
notice that the chriftians then obferved the pofitive temporary law 
of the apoftles (i). Thamfapor and the governour, after a 
fhort confultation, condemned both to be ftoned to death by the 
chriftians. Jofeph was executed at Arabella. He was put into the 
ground up to the neck. The guards had drawn together 500 chri-i 
itians to his execution. The noble lady Jazdundochi was brought 
thither, and carneftly preflcd to throw but a feather at the martyr, 
that flic might fecm to obey the order of the king. But flic refo- 
lutcly refilled their intrcaties and threats, d eft ring to die with the 
fervant of God. Many, however, having the weaknefs to comply, 
a jhower of ftoncs fell upon the martyr, which put an end to his 
life. When he was dead, guards were fee to watch his body; but 

the 
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the chrlflians found means to fteal it away on the third night, during 
a dark temped. St. Aithilahas fufFered in the province of Beth- 
Nuhadra; the lord of that country, who had been a chriftian, by a 
bafe apoftacy, becoming one of his murderers. St. Maruth as adds 
that angels were heard ringing at the place of this martyrdom, and 
jnany miracles wrought. Thefe martyrs fuffered in the year 380, 
the feventieth and I aft of the reign of Sapor, and the fortieth of 
his perfection. They are mentioned by Sozomen (2), and are 
named in the Roman martyrology, on the twenty-fecond of April. 
See their genuine Chaldaick acts by St. Maruthas in AiTemani, 

T. 1. p. 171 • 
















MARCH 15. 

St. ABRAHAM, Hermit, and his 
Niece St. MARY, a Penitent. 



prom his life written by his friend St, Epbrem, Op. 71 2. p. 1. 
Ed. nova Vatic. See The Wonders of God in the zvildernefs, 
p. 149. 

About the year 370. 

ST. Abraham was born in Mefopotamia, of wealthy and 
noble parents, who after giving him a moft virtuous educa- 
tion were defirous of engaging him in the married frate. In 
compliance with their inclinations Abraham took to wife a pious 
and noble virgin : but carneftly defiring to live and die in the 
Irate of holy virginity, as foon as the marriage ceremony and 
feaft were over, having made known his refolution to his new 
bride, he fecredy withdrew to a cell two miles from the city 
Kclcfla ; where his friends found him at prayer after a fearch 
of feventeen days. By earneft intreatics he obtained their con- 
tent, and after their departure walled up the door of his cell, 
leaving only a little window, through which he received what 
was necettary for his fubiiftence. He fpent his whole time in 
adoring and praiiing God, and imploring his mercy. He every 
day wept abundantly. He was poilcfltxl of no other earthly goods 

but a cloak and a piece of lack-cloth which he wore, and a little 

vcltcl 
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veflel out of which he both eat and drank. For fifty years he was 
never wearied with his auftere penance and holy exercifes, and 
fcemed to draw from them every day frefh vigour. Ten years 
after he had left the world, by the demife of his parents he inhe- 
rited their great eftates, but commiflioned a virtuous friend to 
diftribute the revenues in almsdeeds. Many reforted to him 
for fpiritual advice, whom he exceedingly comforted and edi- 
fied by his holy difcourfes. 

A large country town in the diocefe of Edefla remained till 
that time addicted to idolatry, and its inhabitants had loaded 
with injuries and outrages all the holy monies and others who 
had attempted to preach the gofpel to them. The bifhop at 
length caft his eye on Abraham, ordained him prieft, tho* much 
againft his will, and fent him to preach the faith to thofe ob- 
ftinate infidels. He wept all the way as he went, and with 
great earneftnefs repeated this prayer : * c Moft merciful God, 
" look down on my weaknefs : afllft me with thy grace, that 
" thy name may be glorified. Defpife not the works of thine 
" own hands." At the light of the town, reeking with the 
impious rites of idolatry, he redoubled the torrents of his tears : 
but found the citizens refolutely determined not to hear him 
fpeak. Neverthelefs, he continued to pray and weep among 
them without intermiflion, and though he was often beaten and 
ill-treated, and thrice banifhed by them, he always returned 
with the fame zeal. After three years the infidels were over- 
come by his meeknefs and patience, and being touched by an 
extraordinary grace, all demanded baptifm. He ftaid one year 
longer wkh them to inftrucl: them in the faith ; and on their 
being fupplied with priefts and other minifters, he went back 
to his cell. 

His brother dying foon after his return thither, left an only 
daughter, called Mary, whom the faint undertook to train up 
in a religious life. For this purpofe he placed her in a cell 
near his own, where by the help of his inftruclions flic became 
eminent for her piety and penance. At the end of twenty 
years fhe was unhappily feduced by a wolf in (beep's cloathing* 
a wicked monk, who reforted often to the place under colour 
of receiving advice from her uncle. Hereupon falling into de- 
'pair, flic went to a difhmt town where flic gave herfelf up to 
the moft criminal d [(orders. The faint ceafed not for two 
years to weep and pray for her ennverfinn, .Being then in- 
formed where fhe dwelt, he drolled hijufelf like a citizen of that 
town, and going to the inn where fhe lived in the purfuit of 
her evil eoiirfcs, defired her company with him at flipper. When 
h'* /aw her alone he took off his cap which difguiled him, and 
With many tears (aid to her : '* Daughter Mary, don't you 

" know 
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**■ know me ? What is now become of your angelical habit 
*' of your tears and watchings in the divine praifes ? £9V." 
Seeing her ftruck and filled with horrour and confufion, he 
tenderly encouraged her and comforted her, faying, that he 
"would take her fins upon himfelf if fhe would faithfully follow 
his advice, and that his friend Ephrem alfo prayed and wept for 
hen She with many tears returned him her moft hearty thanks, 
and promifed to obey in all things his injunctions. He fet her 
on his horfe, and led the beaft himfelf on' foot. In this man- 
ner he conducted her back to his defert, and fhut her up in a 
cell behind his own. There fhe fpent the remaining fifteen 
years of her life in continual tears, and the moft perfect 
practices of penance and other virtues. Almighty God was 
pleafed within three years after her converfion, to favour her 
with the gift of working miracles by her prayers. And as foon as 
lhe was dead, tc her countenance appeared to us, fays St. Ephrem, 
€C fo mining, that we underftood that choirs of angels had at- 
ct tended at her pafTage out of this life into a better." St. Abra- 
ham died five years before her : at the news of whofe ficknefs al- 
moft the whole city and country flocked to receive his bene- 
diction. When he had expired, every one ftrove to procure for 
themfelves fome part of his clothes, and St. Ephrem, who was 
an eye-witnefs, relates, that many fick were cured by the touch 
of thefe relicks. SS. Abraham and Mary were both dead when 
St. Ephrem wrote, who died himfelf in 378. St. Abraham 
is named in the Latin, Greek and Coptick calendars $ and alio 
St. Mary in thofe of the Greeks. 



On the fame DAY 



St. Zachary, Pope, C. He fucceeded Gregory III. in 741, 
and was a man of Angular mccknefs and goodnefs ; and fo far from 
any thought of revenge, that he heaped benefits on thofc who had 
perfecuted him before his promotion to the pontificate. He loved 
the clergy and people of Rome to that degree, that he hazarded his 
life for them on occafion of the troubles which Italy fell into bjr 
the rebellion of the dukes of Spolcto and Benevento againft k i n < r . 
Luitprand. Out of refpeft to his fanctity and dignity that king r«' 
flored to the church of Rome all the places which belonged to it, 
Amcria, Horta, Narni, Ofiimo, Ancona, and the whole territory of 
Sabina, and font back the captives without ranfom. The Lorn- | 
bards were moved to tears at the devotion with which they heard j 
him perform the divine fervice. By a journey to Pavia he obtained ! 
alfo of Luitprand, though with fome difficulty, peace for the terri- 
tory of Ravenna, and the reftitution of the places which he had 
taken from the Exarchate. The zeal and prudence of this holy 
pope appeared in many wholefome regulations, which he made W 
reform or fettle the dilciplinc and peace of feveral churches. St. 

Boniface? 
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Boniface, the apoftle of Germany, wrote to him againft a certain 
prieft, named Virgilius ; that he laboured to fow the feeds of difcord 
between him and Odilo, duke of Bavaria, and taught, befides other 
erroiirs, that there were other men under the earth, another furi 
and moon, and another world Pope Zachary anfwered, thac 

if he taught fuch an errour he ought to be depofed. i his cannoe 
be underftood as a condemnation of the doctrine of Antipodes or the 
fpherical figure of the earth, as fome writers have imagined by 
miftake. The errour here fpoken of is that of certain hereticks, 
who maintained, that there was another race of men, who did not 
jefcend from Adam, and were not redeemed by Chrirt. Nor did 
Zachary pronounce any fentence in the cafe : for in the fame letter 
he ordered that Virgilius mould be fent to Rome, that his doctrine 
might be examined. It feems that he cleared himfelf : for we find 
this fame Virgilius foon after made biihop of Saltzburgh (£). Certain 
Venetian merchants having bought at Rome many ilaves to fell to 
the Moors in Africa, St. Zachary forbad fuch an iniquitous trafHck, 
and paying the merchants their price, gave the flaves their liberty. 
He adorned Rome with facred buildings, and with great founda- 
tions in favour of the poor and pilgrims, and gave every year a 
confiderable fum to furnifh oil for the lamps in St. Peter's church* 
He died in 752. 



(a) Quod alius tnundus et alii 
homines Jub terra fint, feu alius fol 

et luna. (Ep. 10. t. 6. Cone. p. 
15. 21. EtBibl. Patr. inter epift. 
S. Bonif.) To imagine different 
worlds of men upon earth, fome 
not defcending from Adam, nor 
redeemed by Chrift, is contrary to 
the holy fcriptures, and therefore 
juftly condemned as erroneous , as 
Earonius obferves, (ad ann. 784. 
n. 13.) 

(b) Many ancient philofophers 
thought the earth flat, not fphe- 
rical, and believed no Antipodes. 
Several fathers adopted this vul- 
gar errour in philofophy, in 
which faith no way interferes, as 
St. Auftin, (1. 16. de Civ. Dei c. 
<),) Bcde, (1. 4. de principiis Phi- 
los.) and Cofmas the Egyptian, 



furnamed Indicopleuftes. It Is, 
however, a miflake to imagine, 
with Mountfaucon in his preface 
to this 1 alt -mentioned authour, 
that this was the general opinion 
of chriftian philofophers down 
to the fifteenth century, For the 
learned Philoponus demonstrated 
before the modern difcovcries, 
{de Mundi Creat. 1. 3. c. 13.) 
that the greater part of the fa- 
thers teach the world to be a 
fphere, as St. Bafil, the two SS» 
Gregories, of Nazianzum and of 
Ny/fa, St. Athanafius, &c. And 
feveral amongft them mention 
Antipodes, as St. Hilary, (in Pf, 
2. 11. 32.) Origcn, (I. 2. de prin- 

cip. c. 3.) St. Clement pope, 

See. 
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St. JULIAN, of Cilicia, Martyr. 

From the panegyrkk of St. Chryfojiom^ T. 2. p. 671. Ed. Ben, 

Tille7n. T. 5. p. 573. 

T*HIS faint was a Cilician, of a fenatorian family in 
JL Anazarbus, and a minifler of the gofpeL In the perfe- 
cution of Diocletian he fell into the hands of a judge, who by 
his brutal behaviour refembled more a wild beaft than a man. 
The prefident feeing his conftancy proof againft the fharpeft 
torments, hoped to overcome him by the long continuance of 
his martyrdom. He caufed him to be brought before his tri- 
bunal every day 5 fometimes he carefled him, at other times 
threatened him with a thou fa nd tortures. For a whole year to- 
gether he caufed him to be dragged as a malefactor through all 
the towns of Cilicia, imagining that this {frame and confufion 
might vanquifh him : but it ferved only to increafe the martyr's 
glory, and gave him an opportunity of encouraging in the faith 
all the chriftians of Cilicia by his example and exhortations. 
He fu tiered every kind of torture. The bloody executioners 
had torn his flefli, furrowed his tides, laid his bones bare, and 
expofed his very bowels to view. Scourges, fire, and the fword 
were employed various ways to torment him with the utmoft 
cruelty. The judge faw that to torment him longer was labour- 
ing to fhakc a rock, and was forced at length to own himfclf 
conquered by condemning him to death : in which, however, 
he ftudicd to furpafs his former cruelty. He was then at ./Egea, 
a town on the feacoaft ; and he caufed the martyr to be fewed 
up in a fack with fcorpions, ferpents and vipers, and fo 
thrown into the fca. This was the Roman punifhment 
for parricides, the worft of malefactors, yet feldom executed 
on them. Eufebius mentions, that St. Ulpian of Tyre 
fuffercd a like martyrdom, being thrown into the fca in a 
leather lack together with a dog and an afpick- 'J 'he fca [rave 
back the body of our holy martyr, which the faithful conveyed 
to Alexandria of Cilicia, and afterwards to Antioch, wheie 
St, Chryfoftom pronounced his panegyiick before his fhrine. lie 

eloquently 



* 
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eloquently fets forth how much thefe facred relicks were ho- 
noured ; and affirms, that no devil could ftand their pre- 
tence, and that men by them found a remedy for their bo- 
dily diftempers, and the cure of the evils of the foul* 
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St. PATRICK, B. C. Apoftle of 

Ireland. 

The Irifh have many lives of their great apojlle* whereof the 
tivo principal are 9 that compiled hy "jocelin^ a Ciflcrcian monk y 
in the Hue If th century, who quotes four lives written by 
difciples of the faint: a?zd that by Probus y ivho y according to 
Bollandusy lived in the fevcnth century. But in both are inter- 
mixed feveral injudicious popular reports. JVe zuith Tillemont 
chiefly confine ourf elves to the faint 9 s own writings •> his Confejfion * 
and his letter to Corotick^ which that judicious critick doubts not , 
to be genuine. The Jlyle in both is the fame ; he is exprejjed in ' 
them to be the authour : the Confejfion is quoted by all the authours 
of his life, and the letter was written before the converfion of the . 
Franks under king Clovis, in 496. See Tillemont > T. 16. />» 
455. and Britannia Sand a, 

. A. D. 464* 

T F the virtue of children rcfle&s an honour on their parents, ( 
JL much more juftly is the name of St. Patrick: rendered illu- 
flrious hy the innumerable lights of fan&ity with which the 
church of Ireland, planted by his labours in the moft remote 
corner of the then known world, flione during many ages 5 and 
hy the colonics of faints with which it peopled many foreign 
countries ; for, under God, its inhabitants derived from their 
glorious apoftle the flreams of that eminent fancTity, by 
which they were long confpicuous to the whole world. St. 
Patrick was bom in the decline of the fourth century (a) ; and 
Vol. I. I i as 

• {a) According to Urticr and Nenniua, publifhcd by Mr. Gale, 

Tillemont, in 372. The former fays he died fifty- (even year* 

placet* his death in 493 : but before the birth ol St. Columba, 

Tillemont, about the year 455. confetjuently in 46.J.* 
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as he Informs us in his. Confeffion* in a village called Bonaven 
Tabernise, which feems to be the town of Kill -pat rick, on 
the mouth of the river Cluyd, in. Scotland, between Dunbri- 
ton and Glafgow. He calls himfelf both a Britpn and a Ro- 
man, or of a mixed extraction, and fays his father was of a good 
family, named Calphurnius, and a denizen of a neighbouring 
city of the Romans whp not long, after, abandoned Britain, in 
409. Some writers call his mother Conchefla, and fay fhe was 
niece to St. Martin of Tours. At fifteen years of age he com- 
mitted a fault which appears not to have been a. great crime, yet 
was to him a fubjecl: of tears during the remainder of his life. 
He fays, that when he was ; fixteen, he lived ftill ignorant of 
God, meaning of the devout knowledge and fervent love of 
God, for he was always a chriftian : he never ceafed to bewail 
this neglect, and wept when he remembered that he had been 
one moment of his life infenfible of the divine love. In his 
iixteenth year he was. carried into captivity by certain barba- 
rians, together with many of his father's va/Tals and /laves, 
taken upon his eftate. They, took him into Ireland, where he 
was obliged to keep cattle on the mountains, and in the fo- 
refts, in hunger and nakednefs, amidft fnows 9 rain and ice. 
Whilft he lived in this fuffering condition God had pity on 
his foul, and quickened him to a fenfe of his duty by the im- 
pulfe of a ftrong.interiour grace. The young man had recourfe 
to him with his whole heart in fervent prayer and fafting ; and 
from that time faith and the love of God acquired continually 
new ftrength in his tender foul. He prayed often in the day, and 
alfo many times in the night, breaking off his fleep to return to 
the divine praifes. His afflictions were to him a fource of heaven- 
ly benedictions, becaufe he carried hiscrofs with Chrift, that is, 
with patience, refignation and, holy joy. St. Patrick after fix 
months fpent in flavery under the fame mafter, was admoniflied 
by God in a dream to return to his own country, and informed 
that a fhip was then ready to fail thither. He repaired imme- 
diately to the feacoaft though at a great diftance, and found 
the vefTel ; but could not obtain his palTage, probably for want 
of money. Thus new trials ever await the fervants of God. 
The faint returned towards his hut, praying as he went, but 
the failors, though pagans, called him back, and took him on 
board.- After three days fail they made land, probably, in the 
north of Scotland : but wandered twenty-fevpn days through, 
<leferts, and were a long while diftrcflcd for want of provifions, 
finding nothing to eat. Patrick had often entertained the com- 
pany on the infinite power of God : they therefore alked him 
why he did not pray for relief. .Animated by a ftrong faith 

jhe aflured jthem that if they would addict thcmfelves with 

their 
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their whole hearts, to the true God, he would hear and fuccour 
thexn. They did fo, and ori the fame day met with a herd of fwine» 
From that time provifions never failed them till on the twenty- 
feventh day they came into a country that was cultivated and 
inhabited. During their diftrels Patrick refufed to touch meats 
which had been offered to idols. One day a 1 great ftone from a 
rock happened to fall upon him and had like to have crufhed 
him to death, whilfr. he was laid down to take a little reft. But; 
he invoked Elias, and was delivered from the danger. Some 
years afterwards he was again led captive j but recovered his li- 
berty after two months. When he was at home with his pa- 
rents God manifefted to him by divers viflons that he deftined 
him to the great work of the converfion of Ireland. He 
thought he faw all the children of that country from the wombs 
of their mothers ftrerching out their hands and piteoufly crying 
to him for relief (b). 

Some think he had travelled into Gaul before he undertook 
his» million, and we find that whilft he preached in Ireland he 
had a great defire to vifit his brethren in Gaul^ and to fee thole 
whom he calls the faints of God, having been formerly ac- 
quainted with them. The authours of his life fay, that after 
his fecond captivity he- travelled into Gaul and Italy, and 
had feen St. Martin, St. Germanus* of Auxerre, and pope Ce- 
leftine^ and that he received: his* minion, and the apoftolical 
benediction from this pope,. w«ho> died in 432. But it feems from 
his ConfeJJion^ that he was ordained deacon, prieft- and bifhor* 
for his minion in his own country. It is certain that he fpent 
many years in preparing Himfelf for thofe facred functions* 
Great oppofition was made againft his epifcopal eonfecration 

I i 2' and 



(#)'5t„ Profper in his chro* 
nicle afllires us, that pope Ce- 
leftine ordained St. Palladius bi- 
ihop of the Scots in 431, and 
by him converted their country 
to the faith ; this apoftle feems 
to have preached to this nation 
firft in Ireland, and afterwards 
in Scotland. Though Palladius 
be ltyled by St. Profper and 
Bcde their firfl: bifliop, yet the 
light of the faith had diftufed its 
rays from Britain , into Ireland 
before that time, as feveral mo- 
numents produced by Uflicr dc- 
rnonitratc. But the general con- 
verfion of the inhabitants of this 
ifland was refcrvedfor St.Patrick. 



The Scots are diftinguifbed 
from the native Lrifli in the works 
of St. Patrick, and in other an- 
cient monuments. As to their 
original, the molt probable con- 
jecture feems to be, that thc^r 
were a foreign warlike nati- 
on, who made a fettlcmcnt in 
Ireland before the arrival of St. 
Patrick. We find them men- 
tioned there in the fourth cen- 
tury. Several colonies of them 
paifed not long after into Scot- 
land. But the inhabitants of 
Ireland were pronrifcuoufly call- 
ed Scots or Iriih for many ages'. 
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as he informs us in his ConfeJJion.y in a village called Bonaven 
Taberniae, which feems to be the town of Kill-patrick, on 
the mouth of the river Ouyd, in. Scotland, between Dunbri- 
ton and Glafgow. He calls himfelf both a Britpn and a Ro- 
man, or of a mixed extraction, and fays his father was of a good 
family, named Calphurnius, and a denizen of a neighbouring 

city of the Romans who not long, after, abandoned Britain, in 
409. Some writers call his mother ConchelTa, and fay fhe was 

niece to St, Martin of Tours. At fifteen years of age he com- 
mitted a fault which appears not to have been a. great crime, yet 
was to him a fubject of tears during the remainder of his life. 
He fays, that when he was ; fixteen, he lived ftill ignorant of 
God, meaning of the devout knowledge and fervent love of 
God, for he was always a chriftian.: he never ceafed to bewail 
this neglect, and wept when he remembered that he had been 
one moment of his life infenlible of the divine love. In his 
fixteenth year he was. carried into captivity by certain barba- 
rians, together with many of his father's vallate and flaves, 
taken upon his eltate. They, took him into Ireland, where he 
was obliged to keep cattle on the mountains, and in the fo- 
refts, in hunger and nakednefs, amidft fnows, rain and ice. 
Whilft he lived in this fuffering condition God had pity on 
his foul, and quickened him to a fenfe of his duty by the im- 
pulfe of aftrong,interiour grace. The young man had recourfe 
to him with His whole heart in fervent prayer and fatting; and 
from that time faith and the love of God acquired continually 
new ftrength in his tender foul. He prayed often in the day, and 
alfo many times in the night, breaking off his fleep to return to 
the divine praifes. His afflictions were to him a fource of heaven- 
ly benedictions, becaufe he carried his crofs with Chrift, that is, 
with patience, refignation and holy joy. St. Patrick after fix 
months fpent in flavery under the fame matter, was admonifhed 
by God in a dream to return to his own country, and informed 
that a fhip was then ready to fail thither. He repaired imme- 
diately .to the feacoaft though at a great diftance, and found 
the veflel ; but could not obtain his paflage, probably for want 
of money. Thus new trials ever await the fervants of God. 
The faint returned towards his hut, praying as he went, but 
the failors, though pagans, called him back, and took him on 
board. After three days fail they made land, probably in the 
north of Scotland : but wandered twenty-feven days through 
<Icferts, and were a long while diftrefled for want of proviuons, 
finding nothing to eat. Patrick had often entertained the com- 
pany on the infinite power of God : they therefore alked him 
why he did not pray for relief. .Animated by a ftrong faith 

Jie allured jthem that if they yvould add id? thcrnfclves with 

their 
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their whole hearts, to the true God^ he would hear and fuccour 
them. They did fo, and on the fame day met with a herd of fwine. 
From that time provifions never failed them till on the twenty- 
feventh day they came into a country that was cultivated and 
inhabited. During their drnrrefe Patrick refufed to touch meats 
which had been offered to idols. One day a 1 great Hone from a 
rock happened to faJI upon him and had like to have crufhed 
him to death* whilfr. he was laid down to take a little reft. But 
he invoked Elias, and was delivered from the danger. Some 
years afterwards he was again led captive ; but recovered his li- 
berty after two months. When he was at home with his pa- 
rents. God manifested' to him by divers vifions that he deffined 
him to the great work of the converfion of Ireland. He 
thought he faw all the children of that country from the womba 
of their mothers ffiretching out . their hands and piteoufly crying 
to him for relief (b). 

Some think he had travelled into Gaul before he undertook 
hiy mimon, and we find that whilft he preached in Ireland he 
had a great, defire to vifit his brethren in Gaul* and to fee thofe 
whom he calls the faints of God, having been formerly ac- 
quainted with them. The authours of his life fay* that after 
his fecond captivity he. travelled into Gaul and Italy, and 
bad feen St. Martin, St. Germanus; of Auxerre, and pope Ce- 
leftine^ and that he received: his* minion, and the apoftolical 
henedietaon from this pope,. who> died in 432. But it feems from 
his ^Confeffton^ that he was ordained deacon, prieft and bifliop 
for his mi/Eon in his own country. It is certain that he fpent 
many years in preparing Hirrifelf for thofe facred functions* 
Great oppofition was made againft his epifcopal confecration 

1 i 2.' and 



(b')i St. Profper in his chro- 
nicle allures us, that pope Ce- 
leiline ordained St, Palladius bi- 
ihop of the Scots in 431, and 
by him converted their country 
to the faith ; this apoftle feems 
to have preached to this nation 
firft in Ireland, and afterwards 

in Scotland. Though Palladius 
be Jtylud by St, Profper and 
Itede their /hft bifhop, yet the 
light of the faith had diftuied its 
rays from Britain , into Ireland 
before that time, as feveral mo- 
numents produced by Uflicr dc- 
monltratc. But the general con- 
verfion of the inhabitants of this 
ifland was referred for St.Patrick. 



The Scot3 are dirtinguifhed 
from the native Irifli in the works 
of St. Patrick, and in other an- 
cient monuments. As to their 
original, the molt probable con- 
jecture feems to be, that they 
were a foreign warlike nati- 
on, who made a fcttlcmcat in 
Ireland before the arrival of St. 
Patrick. We find them men*- 
tioned tiierc iit the fourth cen- 
tury. Several colonies of thciu 
paired not long after into Scot- 
land. But the inhabitants of 

Ireland were promifcuoufly call- 
ed Scots or Inih for many ages'. 
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and miflion both by his own relations and by the clergy. Thefe 
made him great offers in order to detain him among them, and 
endeavoured to ; affright him by exaggerating the dangers to 
which he expofed himfelf amid ft the enemies of the Romans 
and Britons,, who did not know God. Some objected, with the 
fame view, the fault which he had committed thirty years be- 
fore as an obftacle to his ordination. AH thefe temptations 
threw the faint into great perplexities, and had like to have 
made him abandon the work of God; But the Lord, whofe 
will he confulted by earneft prayer, fupported him, and com- 
forted him by a vifion 3 fo that he perfevered in his refolution. 
He forfook his family, fold, as he fays, his birth-right and dig- 
nity, to ferve ftrangers, and confecrated his foul to God to 
carry his name to the end of the earth. He was determined to 
fuffer all things for the accomplifhment of his holy defign, to 
receive in the fame fpirit both profperity and adverfity, and to 
return thanks to God equally for the one as for the other, de- 
firing only that his name might be glorified and his divine will 
accomplished to his own honour. In this difpofition he paffed 
into Ireland to preach the.gofpel, where the worfhip of idols 
ftill generally reigned. He devoted himfelf entirely for the 
falvation of thefe barbarians,! to- be regarded as a ftranger, to 
be contemned as the laft of men, to fuffer from the infidels 
imprifonmcnt and all kinds of perfecution, and to give his life 
with joy if God fhould deem him worthy to fhed his blood in 
his caufe. He travelled over the whole ifland, penetrating into 
the remote ft: corners, without fearing any dangers, and often 
yifited each province. Such was the fruit of his preachings and 
fufFerings, that he confecrated to God by baptifm an infinite 
number of people, and laboured effectually that they might 
be perfected in his fcrvice by the practice of virtue. He or- 
dained every where clergymen, induced women to live in holy 
widowhood and continence, confecrated virgins to Chrift and 
inflitutcd monks. Great numbers embraced thefe ftates of 
perfection with extreme ardour. Many defired to confer earth- 
ly riches on him who had communicated to them the goods of 
heaven ; but he made it a capital duty to decline all felf- 
intereft, and whatever might difhonour his miniftry. He 
took nothing from the many thoufands whom he baptized, 
and often gave back the little prefents which fome laid on the 
altar, choofmg rather to mortify the fervent than to fcandalize 
the weak or the infidels. On the contrary he gave freely of his 
own both to pagans and chriflians, dUliibtited large alms to 
the poor in the provinces where he palled, made prefents to the 
kings ; judging that neceflary for the progress of the gofpeJ, 

and maintained and educated many children whom he trained 

HP 
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up to ferve at the altar. He always gave till he had no more to 
beftow, and rejoiced to fee himfelf poor with Jefus Chrifr,. 
knowing poverty and afflictions to be more profitable to him 
than riches and pleafures. The happy fuccefs. of his labours, 
cofr. him many perfecutions. 

A certain prince named Corotick, a christian, though in 
name only, difturbed the peace of his flock. He feems to have 
reigned in fome part of Wales after the Britons had been aban- 
doned by the Romans. This tyranr, as the faint calls him, 
having made a dcfcenc into Ireland plundered . the country where 
St. Patrick had been juft conferring the holy cbri fm, that is, 
confirmation on a great number of Neophyts who were yet in 
their white garments after baptifm. Corotick, without paying 
any regard to juftice, or to the holy facrament, maffacred ma- 
ny, and carried away others whom he foJd to the infidel Pi£ts 
or Scots. This probably happened at Eafter or Whitibntide* 
The next day the faint fent the barbarian a letter by a holy 
prieft whom he had brought up from his infancy, intreating 
him to reftore the chriftian captives, and at leafi part of the 
booty he had taken, that the poor people might not perifh for 
want : but was only anfwered by railleries, as if the irifh could 
not be the fame chriftians with the Britons, which arrogance 
and pride funk thofe barbarous conquerors beneath the dignity 
of men, whilft by it they were puffed up above others in their 
own hearts. The faint therefore to prevent the fcand^l which 
fuch a flagrant enormity gave to his new converts, writ with 
his own hand a publick circular letter. In it he ixylcs himfelf 
a ftnner and an ignorant man - y for fuch is the fincere humility 
of the faints (morfc of all when they are obliged to exercife any 
acts of authority) contrary to the pompous titles which the world 
affeds. He declares, ncvcrthele/s, that he is eiTablifhcd bifhop 
of Ireland, and pronounces Corotick and the other parricides 
and accomplices ieparated from him and from Jefus Chrifr, 
whole place he holds, forbidding any to eat with them or to re- 
ceive their alms till they mould have hitished God by the tears 
of fincere penance, and rciiored the fervants of Jefus Chrift to 
their liberty. This letter cxprcfTcs his moll tender love for his 
Dock, and his grief for thofe who had been flair), yet mingled 
with joy, becaufc they reign with the prophets, apofrles and 
martyrs. JoccHn a/Hues u.s, that Corotick was overtaken by 
the divine vengeance. St. Patrick wrote his Contortion as a 
tellimony of his niiJiion, when he was old (c). it is iblid, full 

1 i 3 of 

(<•) The flylc hi not poliflied ; protnvfs in polite learning; beinj* 

biU the Latin edition is perhaps equal to that, which he made in 

enly a tranflniion : or his capci- the more iublinu: and more ne- 

vilks ini^ht have prevented his ceilUry lludics. 
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of good fenfe and piety, exprefles an extraordinary humility 
and a great deft re of martyrdom, and is wrote with fpirit. 
The authour was perfectly verfed in the holy fcriptures. He 
confefles every where his own faults with a fincere humility, 
and extols the great mercies of God towards him in this world, 
who had exalted him, though the molt undeferving of men : 
yet to preferve him in humility, afforded him the advantage of 
meeting with extreme contempt from others, that is, from the 
heathens. He confefles, for his humiliation, that among other 
temptations, he felt a great defire to fee again his own coun- 
try, and to vifit the faints of his acquaintance in Gaul : but 
durft not abandon his people, and fays that the Holy Ghoft 
had declared to him, that to do it would be criminal. He 
tells us, that a little before he wrote this, he himfelf and all his 
companions had been plundered and laid in irons for his having 
baptized the fon of a certain king againft the will of his father : 
but were releafed after fourteen days. He lived in the daily 
expectation of fuch accidents, and of martyrdom ; but feared 
nothing, having his hope as a firm anchor fixed in heaven, and 
repofing himfelf with an entire confidence in the arms of the 
Almighty. He fays, that he had lately baptized a very beautiful 
young lady of quality, who fome days after came to tell him, that 
ftte had been adrnonifhed by an angel to confecrate her virginity 
to Jefus Chrift, that (he might render herfelf the more accept- 
able to God. He gave God thanks, and fhe made her vows 
with extraordinary fervour fix days before he wrote this letter. 

St. Patrick held feveral councils to fettle the difcipline of the 
church which he had planted. The firft, the acls of which are 
extant under his name in the editions of the councils, is certainly 
genuine. Its canons regulate (everal points of difcipline, efpecialiy 
relating to penance {d). St. Bernard and the tradition of the 
country teftify, that St. Patrick fixed his metropolitan fee at 
Armagh. He eftabliihed fome other bifhops, as appears 
by his council and other monuments. He not only con- 
verted the whole country by his preaching and wonderful 
miracles, but alfo cultivated this vineyard with fo fruitful a be- 
jiediiStion and incrcafe from heaven, as to render Ireland a 

molt 



{d) A fecond council extant in 
the fame collection ought rather 
to be afcribed to a nephew of this 
faint of the fame name. 

The treatife Of the twelve 
Mttjist published among the 
works of St. Auflin and St. Cy- 
prian, ii> attributed to St. Patrick 

jn a collection of eccleiiaJlical or- 



dinances made in Ireland, in the 
eighth age, by Arbudoc, and in 
other ancient monuments. The 
Ityle is elegant : but it may be 
a truncation Ironi an Jrifli ori- 
ginal. Sir James Ware publifhcu* 
the works of St. Patrick at Lon- 
don, in 16^8, in oclavo. 
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moft flourifhing garden in the church of God, and a country 
of faints. And thofe nations which had for many agesefleem- 
ed all others barbarians, did not blufh to receive from the ut- 
moft extremity of the uncivilized or barbarous world, their moft 
renowned teachers and guides in the greateft of all fciences, 
that of the faints. 

Many particulars are related of the labours of St. Patrick, 
which we pate over. In the firft year of his miflion he at- 
tempted to preach Chrift in the general afTembly of the kings 
and ftates of all Ireland, held yearly at Taraghe or Themoria, 
in Eaft-Meath, the refidence of the chief king, ftyled the mo- 
narch of the whole ifland, and the principal feat of the Druids 
or priefts and their paganifh rites. The fon of Neill, the 
chief monarch, declared himfelf againft the preacher : how- 
ever, he converted feveral, and on his road to that place, the 
father of St. Benen or Benignus, his immediate fucceflbur in 
the fee of Armagh. He afterwards converted and baptized the 
kings of Dublin and Munfter, and the feven fons of the king 
of Connaught, with the greateft part of their fubje&s, and 
before his death almoft the v/hole ifland. He founded a mo- 
naftery at Armagh 5 another called Domnach-Padraig, or Pa* 
trick's church; alfo, a third, named Sabhal-Padraig, and filled 
the country with churches and fchools of piety and learning ; 
the reputation of which for the three fucceeding centuries drew 
many foreigners into Ireland (e), Nennius, abbot of Bangor 
in 620, in his hiftory of the Britons (1), publiftied by the 
learned Thomas Gale, feys, that St. Patrick took that name 
only when he was ordained biftiop, being before called Maun : 
that he continued his mi/lions over all the provinces of Ireland, 
during forty years; that he reftored fight to many blind, 
health to the fick, and raifed nine dead pcrfons to life (79. 

I i 4 He 

(1) C. 55. 56. 57. 58. 61. 



{e) It feems demon fixated that 
the St. Patrick who flourifhcd 
among the hermits of Glaften- 
bury, and was there buried, was 
diltinct from our faint, and fome- 
vvhat older. 

(f) The popular tradition at- 
tributes the exemption of their 
country from venomous creatures 
to the benediction of St. Patrick, 
given by his ilaff, called the Staff 
°f J?/"** which was kept with 

great veneration in jDublin, as is 



mentioned in the year 1360, by 
Ralph Higdcn in his Polychro- 
nicon, publifhed by Mr. Gale, 
and by others. The i/le of Mal- 
ta is fa id to derive a like privi- 
lege from St. Paul, who was 
there bit by a viper. 

St. Patrick's purgatory is 3 
cave in an ifland in die lake 
Dearg, in the county of Donne- 
gall, near the borders of Fer- 
managh. Bollandus mews the 

fal/liood of many things related 

con- 
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He died and was buried at Down in Ulfter. His body was 
found there in a church of his name in 1185, and translated 
to another part of the fame church. His feftival is marked 
on the 1 7th' of March in the martyrology of Bede, &c« 

On the fame Day are commemorated many Martyrs at Alexandria, 

in 392. 

Theophilus, patriarch of Alexandria, obtained a refcript of the 
emperour Theodefius, to convert an old deferted temple of Bacchus 
into a chrifiian church. In clearing this place, in the fubterraneous 
fecret caverns, caUed by the Greeks Adyta, and held by the pa- 
gans as facred, were found infamous and ridiculous figures, which 
Theophilus caufed to be expofed in publick, to fhevv the extrava- 
gant fuperftitions of the idolaters. The heathens in tumults raifed 
a J edition, killed many chriftians in the flreets, and then retired 
into the great temple of Serapis as their fortreis. In fallies 
they feized many chriiHans, and upon their refuting to facrifice to 
Serapis, put them to death by cruel torments, crucifying them, 
breaking their legs, and throwing them into the finks and jakes of 
the temple with the blood of their victims. The principal ancient 
divinities of Egypt were Apis, called alfo Ofiris, once a great king 
and benefa&or of that country, who was worfhipped under the 
iigure of a bull, and the wife of Apis named Ifis, who is laid to 
have taught or improved agriculture (a). 

The temple of Serapis, in Alexandria, was mo ft ftately and 
rich, built on an eminence raifed by art, in a beautiful fpacious 
fquare, with an afcent of ioofteps, furrounded with lof ty edifices for 
the priefts and officers. The temple was built of marble fupported 
with precious pillars, and the walls on the infide were covered with 
plates of brafs, filver and gold. The idol was of fo enormous afr/e, 
that its arms being extended they reached to the oppo/ite walls o(" the 
temple: its figure was that of a venerable old. man wilh a beaul, 
and long hair ; but with it was joined a monftrous figure of an ai i- 
nml with three heads r the biggeft in the middle was that of a Jion ; 

that 



concerning it. Upon complaint 
of certain fu pcriticio us and faiie 
notions of the vulgar in 149/, it 
was Hupped up by an order of 
the pope. See Bollandus, Tillc- 
mont, p. 187, and Alemand in 
his moiiaftiek hiftory of Jreland. 
It was foon after opened again 
by the inhabitants ; but only ac- 
cording to the original inili uni- 
on, as Jiollandus t.'ikes notice, as 
a penitential retirement for thofc 
who voluntarily chofc it, proba- 
bly in imitation of St. Patrick, 
■vi* other faints who haj there 



dedicated themfelves to a pe- 
nitential flate. The. pctiiicnts 
ufually fpend there fcveral da) a 
living on bread and water, ly- 
ing on rufhes or furze, and pray- 
ing much, with daily ilat.oiis 
winch they perform barefoot. 

(«) Thofc millake the truth 
who confound Serapis wilh Oil- 
lis, or who imagine him to have 
been the patriarch Jofcph. Se- 
rapis was a modern divinity 
raifed by the Ptolemees. See 
Calmet, Banier on Mythology* 
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that of a dog fawning came out on the right fide, and that of a ra- 
venous wolf on the left : a ferpent was reprefented twining round 
thefe three animals and laying its head on the right-hand of Sera- 
pis ; on the idol's head was placed a bufhel, an emblem of the fer- 
tility of che earth. The ftatue was made of precious Hones, wood, 
and all forts of metal together; its colour was at fir ft blue, but the 
fleams or moifture of the place had turned it black. A hole in 
the temple was contrived to admit the fun's rays upon its mouth at 
the hour when the idol of the fun was brought in to vifit it. Many 
other artifices were employed to deceive the people into an opinion of 
its miracles- No idol was fo much refpecled in Egypt ; and on its 
account Alexandria was looked upon as a holy city. 

The emperour being informed of the fedition, called thofe happy 
who had received by it the crown of martyrdom; and not to diiho- 
nour their triumph, he pardoned their murderers, but fen t an order 
to demolifh the temples in Egypt. When this letter was read at 
Alexandria, the pagans raifed hideous cries ; many left the city, and 
all withdrew from the temple of Serapis The idol was cut down 
by pieces, and thrown into a fire.' The heathens were perfuaded 
that if any one ihould touch it, the heavens would fall, and the 
world return into the iiate of its primitive chaos. Seeing no fuch 
judgment threaten, they began themfelves to deride a fenfelcis trunk 
reduced to alhes. The it and aid of the Nile^s increafe was kept in 
this temple, but it was on this occafion removed into the cathedral. 
The idolaters expedled the river would fwell no more : but finding 
the fucceeding years very fertile, they condemned the vanity of their 
fuperilitions, and embraced the faith. Two churches were built 
on the place where this temple Hood, and its metal was converted 
to the ufe of churches. The bulls of Serapis on the walls, doors, 
and windows of the houfes were broken and taken away. The 
temples all over Egypt were demolifhed, during the two following 
years. In pulling down thofe of Alexandria, the cruel mylteries of 
Mithra were difcovered, and in the fecret Adyta were found the 
heads of many infants cut off, cruelly mangled and fupcrflitiou/ly 
pninted. The artifices of the priefls of the idols were likewife de- 
tected ; there were hollow idols of wood and brafs, placed again (I 
a wall with fubterraneous pnflages, through which the prieits en- 
tered the hollow trunks of the nlols, and gave aniwers a.; oracles, 
as is related by Theodora (i), and Kulinus (2). Where the idols 
were call down, figures of the crofs were fee up in their places. 

Thefe inartyra fullered in the year 392. See Theodorct, RuJinus, 

Sociatcs, So'/.omcu, Mcury, U. 19, Tillemont in Theodofius. 

St. Jnsp.iMi of Arimathea. He was a member of the Jcwifh 
Sanhedrim, hut a faithful diiciple of Jefus. It was no final 1 proof 
of his great piety, that, though he had riches and honours to lofe, 

he feared not the malice of men, but at a time when the apoitlc* 
trembled, boldly declared himfelf a follower of Jefus who was 
eruciiied ; and with the greatejt devotion embalmed and buried his 
facrej body. 'I 'his faint was the patron of GJaflenbury, where * 

Chatck 

[z) B. z. c. 2;* 
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^hurch and hermitage, very fatuous in the times of the ancient Bri- 
tons were built by the hrlt apoltles of this illand : among whom 
iome moderns have placed St. Jofeph himfelf, and Ariftobulus. 

St. Gertrude, V. Abbefs of Nivelle. She was daughter of 
Pepin of Landen, mayor of the palace to the French kings in Au- 
ilraiia/ and younger filter to St Begga She was born in 626. Her 
father's virtuous palace was the fancluary of her innocence, and 
the fchool of her tender piety. Being prefled to marry, me declared 
an prefence of king Dagobert : " I have chofen for my fpoufe him 

from whofe eternal beauty all creatures derive their glory, 
•** whofe riches are immenfe, and whom the angels adore." The 
king admired her gravity and wifdom in fo tender an age, and 
would not fuffer her to be any more difturbed on that account. 
Her mother, the bleffed Itta, employed St. Amand to direct, the 
building of a great nunnery at JNivelle, in Brabant, for Gertrude. 
It is now a double chapter of canons and canonerTes. The virgin 
was appointed abbefs when only twenty years of age. Her mo- 
ther, the bleiled Itta, lived five years under her conduct, and died 
In the twelfth year of her widowhood, in 652. She is honoured in 
the Belgick martyrologies, on the eighth of May. Gertrude go- 
verned her monaftery with a prudence, zeal and virtue that aftonifh- 
cd the moil advanced in years and experience. She loved extreme 
iioly poverty in her perfon and houfe ; but enriched the poor. By af- 
iiduous prayer and holy meditation (he obtained wonderful lights 
from heaven. At thirty years of age jhe refigned her abbey to her 
niece Wilfetrude, and fpent the three years which me furvived, in 
preparing her foul for her paffage to eternity, which happened on 
the feventeenth of March, in 659. Her feftival is a holy day at 
JLouvain, and throughout the dutchy of Brabant. It is mentioned 

5n the true martyrology of Bede, &c. See her life written by 

one who was prefent at her funeral, and an eye-witnefs to the mi- 
racles, of which there is an account in Mabillon, and the A8s of 

the faint j • 



(a) See Matthew of Wcflmin- 
fter, and John of Glaflenbnry, 
In their hittories of that famous 



abbey, publifhed by Hcarnc 
alio Tanner's Not itta Monaflka, 
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St. ALEXANDER, Bifliop of Je^ 

rufalem, Martyr. 

From St. Jerom Cat a I. c. 62. Eufeb. Hift. b. 6. c. 8. 10. 14* 

20. See Tillcmont) T. 3. p. 415. 

A. D. 251. 

ST. Alexander ftudied with Origen in the great chriftian 
fchool of Alexandria, under St. Pantenusand his fucceflbur 
St. Clement. He was chofen bifhop of a certain city in Cap* 
padocia. In the perfecution of Severus, in 204, he made 3 
glorious confefllon of his faith, and though he did not then feal 
it with his blood, he fuffered feveral years irnprifonment, till 
the beginning of the reign of Caracalla, in 211, when he 
wrote to congratulate the church of Antioch upon the election! 
of St. Afclepias, a glorious confeilbr of Chrift, to that pa- 
triarchate ; the news of which, he fays, had foftened and 
made light the irons with which he was loaded. He fent that 
letter by the prieft St. Clement of Alexandria, a man of great 
virtue, whom God had fent into Cappadocia to inftrudt and 
govern his people, during his confinement. 

St. Alexander being enlarged foon after, in 212, was com- 
manded by a revelation from God, to go to Jerufalcm to vifit 
the holy places (1). The night before his arrival, St. Narciflus, 
bifliop of Jerusalem, and fome other faints of that church, had 
a revelation in which they heard a diftincl: voice commanding 
them to go out of the city and take for bifhop him whom God 
frnt them. St. Narciflus was then very old and decrepit ; he 
and his flock feized Alexander, and by the con fent of all the 
Whops of PalefKne, aflbmbled in a council, made him his coad- 
jutor and joint bifliop of Jerufalcm. SS. Narciflus and Alex-- 
wider ftill governed this church together, when the latter wrote 
thus to the Antinoits : " I falute you in the name of Narciflus, 
i£ who held here the place of bifliop before me, and being 
u above 116 years old 3 is now united with me by prayer. He 

u con- 

(1) Euf, b. 6. c. 14. S. Ilicron. in Catal. 
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cc conjures you with me to live in inviolable peace and union." 
St. Alexander collected at Jerufalem a great library, confuting 
of the writings and letters of eminent men, which fubfifted 
when Eufebius wrote. He excelled all other holy prelates and 
apoftolick men in mildnefs and in the fweetnefs of his dif- 
courfes, as Origen teffiiies. St. Alexander was feized by the 
perfecutors under Decius, confefled Chrifr. a fecond time, and 
died in chains at Caelarea, about the end of the year 255, as 
Eufebius terrifies. He is ftyled a martyr by St. Epiphanius, St. 
Jerom, and the martyrologies. 

■ 

St. CYRIL, Archbifhop of Jerufalem,' 

ConfefTor. 

From the church -hi]! or tans? and his works collcfled by Dom Tozrttee, 

in his excellent edition of them at Paris, in 1720. 

A. D. 386. 

CYRIL was born at or near the city of Jerufalem, about 
the year 315. So perfectly was he verfed in the holy 
fcriptures, that many of his difcourfes, and fome of thefe pro- 
nounced extempore, are only paflages of the (acred writings 
connected and interwoven with each other. lie had read dili- 
gently both the fathers, and the pagan philofophers. Maxi- 
mus, bifhop of Jerufalem, ordained him prieft about the year 
345, and foon after appointed him his preacher to the people, 
likewife his catcchift to inltruct and prepare the catechumens for 
baptifm ; thus committing to his care the two principal functions 
of his own paftoral charge. St. Cyril mentions his fernions to 
the faithful every Sunday (1). Catechumens ordinarily remained 
two years in the courfe of inftruction and prayer, and were not 
admitted to baptifm till they had given proof of their morals 
and conduct, as well as of their conftancy in the faith (2). 
This office St. Cyril performed for fevcral years ; but we have 
only the com fc of his catechetical fermons for the year 348, 
or 347. Perhaps the others were never committed to writing. 
He fuccceclcd Maximus in the fee of Jerufalem about the end 
of the year 350. 

The beginning of his cpifcopacy was remarkable for a pro- 

c %y by which God was p leafed to honour the inftrumuit ul 

our 

(1) Cat 5. 10 14. (^) See 1'Iciiry, Mceurs des Chretiens, 

p. <\2. 
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our redemption. It is related by Socrates (3), Philoftbrgius (4 J* 
the chronicle of Alexandria, &c. St. Cyril, an eye-witue/s, 
wrote immediately to the emperour Conftantius an exact, ac- 
count of this miraculous phaenomenon : and his letter is quoted 
as a voucher for it by Sozomen (5), Theophanes (6), £uty- 
chius (7), John of Nice (S) 9 Glycas and others. Dr. Cave 
has infer ted it at length in his life of St. Cyril (9). The rela- 
tion he there gives of the miracle is as follows : " On the 
" nones (or feventh) of May about the third hour (or nine in 
" in the morning) a vaft luminous body in the form of a crols 
" appeared in the heavens juft over the holy Golgotha, reaching 
" as far as the holy mount of Olivet, (that is, almofi two Eng- 
liih miles in length) feen not by one or two perfons, but clear- 
" ly and evidently by the whole city. This was not, as may be 
" thought, a momentary tranfient phenomenon : for it continued 
" feveral hours together vifible to our eyes and brighter than the 
" fun 5 the light of which would have eclipfed it, had not 
" this been flronger. The whole city, /truck with a reveren- 
" thl fear tempered with joy, ran immediately to the church, 
" young and old, chriftians and heathens, citizens and ftrangers, 
" all with one voice giving praife to our Lord Jefus Chrifr, the 
" only Son of God, the worker of miracles, finding by ex- 
" perience the- truth of the chriftian doclrine, to which the 
" heavens bear witnefs." He concludes his letter with wi/hes 
that the emperour may always glorify the holy and confub- 
ftantial Trinity (a). Philoftorgius and the Alexandrian chro- 
nicle affirm, that this crofs of light was incircled with a large 
rainbow^. The Greek church commemorates this miracle 

on the feventh of May. 

Some 

(3) B. 2. ch. 28. (4) B. 3. ch. 26. (5) B. 5. 

ch. (6) Ad an.' 353. (7) Annal. p. -j7>- ( 8 ) Auftar. 

Combcfis, T. 2. p. 382. (9) T. 2 p. 344. 



[a) Tsjv ofto&p-fov TgttcSi*. This is 
an argument of his firm adherence 
to die Niccne faith, and that by 
the praifes which he beflows on 
•in Arian emperour in this piece 
he meant not to flatter him in 
his heterodox feiuimcnts ; they 
being only compliments of courfe 
in an add re fs to an eaflcrn cm* 
pt'rour, and his own fovcrcign. 

[h) Certain moderns imagine 
that the luminous croffes which 

Reared in the air in the reign:. 



of Con ft an tine and Con flan cms 
were merely natural folar Ha- 
lo's; and chat under Julian, which 
appeared in the night, a lunar 
halo, or circle of colours, ufually 
red, round thofe celcftml bodies. 
Imt in oppofition to this hypo- 
thecs we mull obferve, that 
thofe natural phivnomena do not 
ordinarily appear in the fi- 
gure of a cro/s, but of a ring 
or circle, as both experience 

and the natural caufe /hew. We 

ought 
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Some time after this memorable event, a difference happened 
between our faint and Acacius, arehbifliop of Caefarea, firft a 
warm Semi- Arian, afterwards a thorough Arian. It began on 
the fubjecl: of me tr ©political jurifili<Stioxi, which Acacius unjuft- 
ly claimed over the church of Jerufalem ; and what widened the 
breach between them was their difference of fentiments with 
regard to the confubftantiality of the Son, which St. Cyril had 
always mofl zealoufly aflerted (c). This was fufficient to ren- 
der him odious in the eyes of Acacius, who in a council of 
Arian bifliops, convened by him, declared St. Cyril depofed 
for not appearing, after two years warning, to anfwer to the 
crimes alledged againft him. One of them was that he had 

lavifhed 

ought alfo to take notice, that Sea by a natural: ftrong wind, 
this prodigy appeared thrice in and. an extraordinary ebbing of 
the fame century, and always, on, the waters,, can find no knot 
extraordinary occafions in which too hard for them. To deny a 
many circumftances rendered a fupernatur^l interposition they 
miraculous manifestation of the can fwallow contradictions, and 
divine power highly credible, build hypothefes far more won- 
Moreover, how will thefe Secre- derful than the greater! mira- 

taries and confidents of the intrigues cl e s . 

tf nature, as Mr. Warburton : (r) Sozomen indeed fays, (b. 

Iryles them, account for the in- 4. c. 24.) that Acacius fought 

fcription, In this conquer, which for Arianifrn, Cyril for Semi- 

iyas formed in bright letters Arianifrn : but this is altogether 

round the crofs, which appeared a millake. For. Acacius hi mfelf 

in the air to Conftantine and his was at that time a Semi -Arian, 

whole army, as that emgerour and in 34.1, in the council ot 

himfelf affirmed upon oath, and Antioch, affirmed Chrift to be 

as Eufebius allures us from his like, though not equal to his Fa- 

teftimony, and that of other eye- ther. It was only, in 358, that 

witnefTcs (1. 1. de vit. Conilant. he clofed in with Eudoxius and 

c. 28. olim. 2 2.) Fabritius very the other rigid Arians. And as 

abfurdly pretends, that y^tt^h to St. Cyril, it is alfo clear from 

may here fignify an emblem, not the fails above-mentioned, and 

sin infeription. Mr Jortin, after from his writings, that he always 

taking much pains on this fub- profefled the catholick faith with 

ject, is obliged to confefs regard to the article of the Con- 

(VoJ. 3. p. 6.) that, " After all, fubilantiality of the Son of God. 

*« it feems more natural to .inter- This is demonilratcd by Donx 

* c pret y£c«pvt ttyvo-ctv of a Touttee, in his life of St. Cyril, 

" writing than of a. picture. It and by his collegue Dom Maran, 

** is an ugly circumitancc, fays in his differ tation on the Semi- 

this authour, and I wifh we Arians, printed at Paris, in 172 U 

"could get fairly rid of it." to vindicate this father againft * 

Thofe who can explain the (crip- certain authour in the memoir* 

ture account of the pafTagc of of TrevOUX, an. 1721. 

the Jfraelitcs through the Red- | 
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lavilhed away the goods of the church, and had applied its 
facred ornaments to profane ufes. The ground of the accu- 
sation was, that, in time of a great famine at Jerufalem, he 
had fold fome of the church plate and precious fluffs to relieve 
the wants of the poor, St. Cyril not looking upon the mem- 
bers* of the council as qualified judges, appealed to higher 
powers (10), but yielding to violence withdrew to Antioch, and 
thence removed to Tarfus, where he was honourably enter- 
tained by the bifhop Sylvanus and- had in great re/pecl, not~ 
withftanding the fentence of Aeacius and his council again ft 
him. Here living in communion with Sylvanus, Euftathius of 
Sebafie, Bafii. of Ancyra, and others, who foon after appeared 
at the head of the Semi-Arian faction, this gave rife to the 
calumny that St. Cyril himfelf had efpoufed it. But nothing 
could be more falfely alledged againft hirn, he having always 
maintained the catholick faith. He had accordingly, in 349* 
together with his predeceflbr Maximus, received the decrees? 
of the council of Sardica, and confequently thoie of ' Nice* 
And we have already- feen in his letter to Conftantius he made 
an undaunted profeffion of the Confubft antral Trinity. To 
which we .may add, that in the council of Conftantinople, m 
381, he joined with the other biflipps in condemning the Se- 
mi- Arians and Macedonians. And the orthodox bifhops af- 
fembled in the fame city, in 382, writing to pope Damafus 
and to the weftern bifhops gave a moft ample teftimony to his 
faith, declaring, * c That the moft reverend and beloved of 
God, Cyril, bifliop of Jerufalem, had been canonically 
tf elected by the bifhops of the province, and had fuffered 
" many perfections for the faith f 11)." Upon the death of 
Conftantius, in 361, Julian the apoftate, partly out of averfioa 
to his uncle, and partly in hopes to fee the chriftian feels and 
the orthodox more at variance fufYered all the banifhed bifhops 
to return to their churches. Thus did God make ufc of the 
malice of his enemy to reftore St, Cyril to his fee. He, 
Shortly after, made him an eye-witnefe to the miraculous ma- 
flifcitation of his power, by which he covered his blafpheming 
ncmies with confufion. The following moft authentick hi- 
ory of that remarkable event is gathered from the original 
ecords, and vindicated -again ft the exceptions of certain Icep-r 
teles by TiIlemont(i2 / )> and by our moft learned Mr. War- 

Mton, in his yulian. 
In vain had the moft furious tyrants exerted the utmoft 
owelty, and bent the whole power which the empire of the 

world 

(10) Sozom. b. 4. c. 24. (n) Apud. Thcod. Mil. b- 

!• c. 9, (»*) Tillcrn. T. 7. p. 409. 
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world put into their hands, to extirpate, if it had been poffible, 
the chriftian name. The faith encreafed under axes, and the 
blood of martyrs was a fruitful feed, which multiplied the 
church over all nations. The experience how weak and inef- 
fectual a means biute force was to this, purpofe, moved the 
emperour Julian, the moft implacable, the moft crafty, and 
the moft dangerous inftrument which the devil ever employed 
in that defign, to fhift his ground, and change his artillery and 
manner of a/Fault. He affected a fhew of great moderation, 
and in words difclaimed open perfecution ; but he fought by 
every foul and indirect: means to undermine the faith, and fap 
the foundations of the chriftian religion. For this purpofe he 
had recourfe to every bafe art of falfhood and diffimulation, in 
which he was the moft compleat mafter. He had played off 
the round of his machines to no purpofe, and feemed reduced to 
this laft expedient of the pacifick kind, the difcrediting the chri- 
ftian religion by bringing the fcandal of impofture upon its divine 
author. This he attempted to do by a project of rebuilding 
the Jewifli temple, which if he could have compafled it would 
have fufficiently anfwered his wicked defign ; Chrift and die 
prophet Daniel having in exprefs terms foretold not only its 
deftruction, which was effected by the Romans under Titus, 
but its final ruin and defolation. 

The Jewifli religion was a temporary difpenfation, intended 
by its divine authour, God himfelf, to prefigure one more 
complete and perfect, and prepare men to embrace it. It not 
only eilentially required bloody facrifices, but enjoined a fixed 
and certain place for them to be performed in; this was the 
temple at Jerufalem. Hence the final deftruction of this 
temple was the abolition of the facrifices, and annihilated the 
whole fy ft cm of this religious inftitution. Whence St. Chryfo- 
fiom( 1 3) fhews that the deftruction of Jerufalem is to be afcribed, 
not to the power of the Romans, for God had often delivered 
it from no lefs dangers ; but to a fpecial providence, which 
was pleated to put it out of the power of human pcrvcrfity to 
delay or refpite the extinction of thofe ceremonial obfervances. 
" As a phyfician, fays that father, by breaking the cup, pre* 
** vents his patient from indulging his appetite in a noxious 
46 draught ; fo God withheld the Jews from their facrifices by 
Cl deftioying the whole city itfelf, and making the place inac* 
<fc ccfliblc to all of them." St. Gregory Nazianzcn, Socrates, 
Tlieodoret, and other chriftian writers, are unanimous in what 
they fay of Julian's motive, afcribing to him the intention al- 
ready mentioned, of falfifying the fcripture prophecies, thow 

«>i Daniel and Chrift, which his actions fufficiently evidence. 

His 



(1 5) lUni. 0. adv Judo* t. 1. p 649. ed. Ben. 
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His hiftorian indeed fays, that he- undertook this work out of a 
defire of rendering the glory of his reign immortal by fo great 
an atchievemenr (14) : but this was only an after-thought or 
fecondary motive ; and Sozomen in particular a flu res us that 
not only. Julian, but that the idolaters who a/lifted in it ? pufhed 
it forward upon that very moeive, and for the fake thereof 
fu/pended their averfion to the Jcwifh nation. Julian bimfeif 
wrote a letter to the b-dy or community of the Jews, extant 
among his works (15^, mentioned by Sozomen fi6), and' 
tranflated by Dr. Cave in his life of St. Cyril. In it lie de- 
clares them free from all exactions and taxes, and orders Julus 
or Illus (probably Hillel). their mofr. reverend patriarch, to 
aboliftl the apoftoli^ or gatherers of the fai<3< taxes ; begs their 
prayer:-, (fuch was his hypocrify) and promifes after his Perilan 
expedition, when their temple fliould be rebuilt, to make Jeru- 
falem his refidence, and to oiFer up- his joint prayers together 
with them. 

After this he aflembled the chief ' among- the Jews, and afked 
them why they offered no bloody facri faces, fince they were 
prefcribed by their law. They replied, that they could not 
offer any but in the temple which then lay in ruins. Where- 
upon he commanded them to repair to Jeru falem and rebuild 
their temple;, and reeftablifh their ancient worfhtp, promifing 
them his concurrence towards carrying on the work. The 
Jews received the warrant with inexpreilible joy, and were fo 
elated with it, that flocking from ail parts to Jerusalem, they 
began infolently to fcom and- triumph over the chriftians, 
threatening to make them feel as fatal effecis of their feverity, 
as they themfelves had heretofore from the Roman powers (a). 
The news was no foouer fpread abroad, than contributions 
came in from all hands. The Jewifli women ftript themfelves 
of their moft coftly ornaments to contribute towards the ex- 
pence of the build i Jig. The emperour alfo, who was no Jcft 
impatient to fee it finifhed, in order to encourage them in the 
undertaking, told {hem he had lound in their myitcrious facrcd 
books, fhat tins was the time in which they were to return to 
their country, and that their temple and legal ohfervances wcra 
to hi* refh>red (17)' He gave orders to his treafurers to furnifll 
money and every thing neceOary for the building, winch would 
require immenfo fums : he drew together the molt aide work* 

Vol. I. K k men 

(14) A mn). Marcel I. 1. 3. c. 1. (15) Ep. z$. p. 152. 

(10) So/.. 1. 5. c. 22. (17) Nax. Or. 4. adv. Julian. 

(d) It was about this time that at D.unafcus, and other* clfcjt 
tta Jews demo I iflied the great \vherc ; 
church of Alexandria, two more 
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men from all quarters, and appointed for overfeers perfons of 
the higheft rank, placing at their head his intimate friend 
Alypius, who had formerly been Pro-prefect of Britain ; charg- 
ing him to make them labour in this great work without 
ceafing, and to fpare no expence. All things were in readi- 
nefs, workmen were aflembled from all quarters ; ftone, brick, 
timber and other materials, in immenfe quantities, were laid in. 
The Jews of both fexes and of all degrees bore a ftiare in the 
labour ; the very women helping to dig the ground and carry 
out the rubbifh in their aprons and Ikirts of their gowns. It is 
even faid that the Jews appointed fome pickaxes, fpades and 
bafkets to be made of filver for the honour of the work. But 
the good bifliop St. Cyril, lately returned from exile, beheld 
all thefe mighty preparations without any concern, relying on 
the infallible truth of the fcripture prophecies : as, that the 
defolation of the Jewifti temple fhould laft till the end ( 18) ; and 
that one Jlone JJoould not be left on another (19) ; and being full of 
the fpirit of God, he foretold with the greateft confidence that 
the Jews, fo far from being-able to rebuild their ruined temple, 
would be the inftruments whereby that prophecy of Chrift 
would be ftill more fully accomplifhed than it had been 
hitherto, and that they would not be able to put one ftone upon 
another (20) ; and the event juftified the prediction. 

Till then the foundations and fome ruins of the walls of the 
temple fubfifted, as appears from St. Cyril (21): and Eufcbius 
fays (22) the inhabitants ftill carried away the ftones for their 
private buildings. Thefe ruins the Jews firft demolifhed with 
their own hands, thus concurring to the accomplishment of our 
Saviour's prediction. Then they began to dig the new 
foundation, in which work many thoufands were employed. 
But what they had thrown up in the day, was by repeated j 
earthquakes the night following caff, back again into the trench 
cc And when Alypius the next day carneftly prefled on the 
* c work, with the afliflance of the governour of the province, 
cc there ifl'ucd, fays Ammianus, fuch horrible balls of fire out of 
<c the earth near the foundations (23), which rendered the place, 
* c from time to time, inaccefiihle to the fcorched and blanVl 
<e workmen. And the victorious clement continuing in this 
<c manner, ohflinately and refolutely bent as it were to drive 
cc them to a difhince, Alypius thought proper to give over the 

" enter- 

18) Dan. ix. 27. fig) Matt xxiv. 2. (20) R«£n« 

IT i ft . 1. 10. c. 37. (21) Catrch. 1 n it;. (22) Den). 

Evang. 1, 8. p. 406. (23) Out of the very fbniith'itiou 

tht'nifclvcij, according to St. Chry follow, Sozomcn and ' I *hco 
floret* 
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" cnterprife." (VJ This is alio recorded by the chrifrian au- 
thours, who, befides the earthquake and fiery eruption, mention 
ftorms, tempefts and whirlwinds, lightning, crofies 'mprclTed on 
the bodies and garments of the aftirfants, and a flaming crois 
in the heavens furrounded with a luminous circle. The order 
whereof Teems to have been as follows. This judgment of the 
Almighty was ufhered in by ftorms and whirlwinds, by which 
prodigious heaps of lime and /and and other Joofe materials 
were carried away (24). After thefe followed lightning, the 
ufual confequence of colli fion of clouds in tempefts. Its effeiSls 
were, firft the deftroying the more folid materials, and melting 
down the iron inftruments (25) ; and fecondly, the impreffing 
fhining cro/Tes on the bodies and garments of the afliftants 
without diftindtion, in which there was fomething that in art 
and elegance exceeded all painting or embroidery ; which when 
the infidels perceived, they endeavoured, but in vain, to wa/h 
them out (/). In the third place came the earthquake, which 
caff, out the /tones of the old foundations, and fhook the earth 
into the trench or cavity dug for the new; be/ides overthrow- 
ing the adjoining buildings and porticos wherein were lodged 
great numbers of Jews defigned for the work, who were all 
either crufhed to death, or at lean: maimed or wounded. The 
number of the killed or hurt was encreafed by the fiery erup- 
tion in the fourth place, attended both with ftorms and tem- 
pefts above, and with an earthquake below (26). From this 
eruption many fled to a neighbouring church for fhelter, but 
could not obtain entrance ; whether on account of its being 
clofed by a fecret invifible hand, as the fathers ftate the cafe, 
or at Jeaft by a fpecial providence through the entrance into the 
oratory being choaked up by a frighted crowd, all pre/ling to 
be foremoft. " This, however, fays St. Gregory Nazian- 
ce (27), is invariably affirmed and believed by all, that as 

K k 2 " they 



(24) Theod hifl. 1. 3. c. 20. 
Greg. JMaz. Or. 9. (27) Or. 

(r) Hccf/r:r ?}iodo efomento dofli- 
nntius rc'pcHcntc, Anim. Marcel. 
1. xxiii. c. 1 . A very emphati- 
cnl expreflion in the mouth or a 
pagan. He feoms by it to afcribe 

fenfc to the element, by which lie 
<li (covers the finger of God vili- 
hly defeating ihe obllinacy ol the 
uiulertaking, and a iciiewal ol* 
the eruption i'o often, till it 
overcame the raflindii of the 
iiio.l obiliuale. 



(2c} Soc. lib. 3. c. 20. (26) St. 
4. adv. Julian. 

(f) St. Greg. Nnz. Or. 4. adv. 
Julian. Thcodorct indeed iays 
that thefe crofies were /haded 
with a dark colour: but this with- 
out any real contradiction to St. 
Gregory's relation of the matter, 
bceaiife, like the phofphorus, they 
were of a darkifh hue by day„ 
and lucid by nijdit. 
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" they ftrove to force their way in by violence,, the Firk, 
" which burft from the foundations of the temple, met and 
cc fropt them, and one part it burnt and deftroyed, and another 
" it defperately maimed, leaving them a living monument of 
" God's commination and wrath againfr. iinners." This 
eruption was frequently renewed till it overcame the rafhnefs 
of the moll obdurate, to ufe the words of Socrates ; for it 
continued to be repeated as often as the projectors ventured to 
renew their attempt, till it had fairly tired them out. Laflly, 
on the fame evening there appeared over Jcrufalem a lucid 
crofs, fhining very bright, as large as that in the reign of 
Conftantine, encompafled with a circle of light. " And what 
" could be fo proper to clofe this tremendous fcene, or to 
* 6 celebrate this decifive victory, as the Cross triumphant, 
" encircled with the heroick fymbol of conqueft?" 

This miraculous event, with all its circum fiances, is related 
by the writers of that age ; by St. Gregory Nazianzen in the 
year immediately following it ; by St. Chryfoftom in feveral 
parts of his works, who fays that it happened not twenty 
years before, appeals to eye-witneiles flill living and young, 
and to the prefent condition of thofe foundations, " of which, 
* c fays he, we are all witnefles by St. Ambrofe in. his 40th 
epiftle, written in 388 ; Rufinus, who had long lived upon 
the fpot ; Theodoret, who lived in the neighbourhood in Syria ; 
Philoftorgius the Arian 5 Sozomen, who fays many were alive 
when he wrote who had it from eye-witnefTes, and mentions the 

viable marks ftill fuWifring; Socrates, The teftimony of the 
heathens corroborate this evidence ; as that of Ammianus 
Marccllinus above quoted, a nobleman of the firft rank, who 
then lived in the court of Julian at Antioch and in an office 
of difliniSiion, and who probably wrote his account from the 
letter of Alypius to his mafter at the time when the miracle 
happened. Libanius, another pagan friend, and admirer of 
Julian, both in the IJtJlory of his ozvn life, and in his Funend 
oration on "Julian's death, mentions thefe earthquakes in Pales- 
tine, but with a fhynefs which difcovers the difgrace of his 
hero and fupcrftirion. Julian himfelf fpeaks of this event in the 
fame covert manner. Socrates teftifies, that at the fight of the 
miracles the Jews at firft cried out that Chrifl is God j yet 
returned home as hardened as ever. St. Gregory Naziaii'/cn 
lays, that many Gentiles were converted upon it, and went 
over to the church. Theodoret and Sozomen lay many were 
convened} but as to the Jews, they evidently mean a fiuklen 
flafli of conviclion, not a real and lading convcrfioii. The in- 
credulous blinded themfelves by various pretences : but the evi- 
dence of the miracle leaves nu room for the lcall cavil or fuf- 

picioii. 
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•picion. The chriftian writers. of that age are unanimous in 
•relating it with its complicated circumftances, yet with a diver- 
fity which 'fhews their agreement, though perfect-, could not 
have 'been concerted. The fame is confirmed by the tefti- 
rnony of the moft obftinate adverfaries. They, who, when the 
temple at Daphne was confumed about the fame .time by light- 
ning, pretended that it was fet on fire by chriftians, were not 
able to fufpedr. any poifibli ty of contrivance in this cafe : nor 
could the event have been natural. Every fuch fufpicion - i» 
removed «by the conformity of the event with the prophecies * 
the importance of the occafion, the extreme eagernefs of Jews 
.and Gentiles in the enterprifc, the attention of the whole em- 
pire fixed on it, -and the circumftances of the fac~h The erup- 
tion, contrary to its uflial nature, was confined to one fmall fpot; 
it obftinately broke out by fits, and ceafed with the project, and 
this in fueh a mariner^ that Ammianus himfelf afcribes it to an 
intelligent caufe. The {bhcenomena of the crofs in the air, 
and on the garments Were admirably fitted, as moral emblems, 
to proclaim the triumph of Chrift over Julian, who had taken 
the crofs out of the military enfigns, which Conftantine had 
put there to be a laffing memorial of that crofs which he had 
feen in the air that prefaged his victories. The fame was again 
creeled in the heavens to confound the vanity of its impotent 
perfecutor. The eartbqua'ke was undoubtedly miraculous ; and 
though its effects were moftly fuch as might naturally follow, 
they were dlre&ed by a fpecial fupernatural providence, as tha 
burning of Sodom by fire from heaven. Whence Mr. War- 
burton concludes his difTertation on this fubjccl: with the follow- 
ing corollary. <c New light continually fpringing up from 
cc each circumftancc as it pafTes in review, by fuch time as the 
<c whole event is confidered, this illuftrious miracle comes out 

<c in one full bJazc of evidence (g)S* Even Jewifh Rabbins, 
who do not copy from chriftian writers, relate this event in the 
fame manner with the fathers from their own traditions and 
records (28). This great event happened in the beginning of 
the year 363. St. Chryfoftom admires the wonderful condufk 
of divine providence in this prodigy, and ob/erves, that had 
not the Jews fet about to rebuild their temple, they might havo 
pretended they could have done it : therefore did God permit 
them thrice to attempt it 5 once under Adrian, when they 
brought a greater dclblation upon thcmfclvcs ; a fecond time 

K k 3 under 

(28) Sec Warburton, p. 88. 

This learned authour de- founded on glaring mi Hake a and 
moult rates, lib. z. ch. 4 that the inifreprefcntatious of hia autho- 
execptionti of Mr. Bafnajju are rities. 
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under Conftantine the Great, who difperfed them, cut ofF their 
ears, and branded their bodies with the marks of rebellion. 
He then relates this third attempt, " in our own time, as he 
* c fays, not above twenty years ago, in which God him/elf 
cc viiibly baffled their endeavours, to {hew that no human 
<c power could reverfe his decree ; and this at a time when 
<c our religion was oppreiled, lay under the axes, and had not 
<c the liberty even to fpeak ; that impudence itfelf might not 
""have the leaft fhadow of pretence/' 

St Cyril adored the divine power in this miracle, of which 
he had ocular demonftracion. Orofius fays that Julian had 
deftined him to flaughter after his Perfian expedition, but the 
death of the tyrant prevented his martyrdom. He was again 
driven from his fee by the Arian emperour, Valens, in 367, 
but recovered it in 378, when Gratian mounting the throne 
commanded the churches to be reftored to thofe who were in 
communion with pope Damafus. He found his flock mife- 
rably divided by herefies and fchifms under the late wolves to 
whom they had fallen a prey: but he continued his labours and 
tears among them. In 381, he aflifted at the general council 
of Constantinople, in which he condemned the Semi-Arians 
and Macedonians, whofe herefy he had always oppofed, though 
he had fometimes joined their prelates againft the Arians before 
their feparation from the church, as we have feen above ; and as 
St. Hilary, St. Meletius and many others had done. He had 
governed his church eight years in peace from the death of 
Valens, when, in 386, he pafTed to a glorious immortality, 
in the feventieth year of his age. He is honoured by the 
Greeks and Latins on this day, which was that of his death. 

On the fame DAY 

St. Edward, King and Martyr. He was monarch of all England, 
and fuccccdcd his father the glorious king Edgar in t)j$ 9 being 13 
years old. He followed in all things the counfcls of St. Dunllan ; 
and his ardour in the purfuit of all virtues is not to be exprcilUl. 
I lis great love of purity of mind and body, and his fervent devo- 
tion rendered him the miracle of princes, whillt by his modelly, 
clemency, prudence, charity and companion to the poor, he was 
the bleiiing and the delight of his fubjedts. His itep -mother Kl- 
frida had attempted to fet him allele that the crown mi^ht lull on her 
own fbn Rthelred, then feven years oM. Notwithstanding her tren- 
fonablc practices, and the frequent pi oofs of her envy and jealoufy, 
Edward always paid her the moil dutiful refpect and deference, 
and treated his brother with the mull tender :i (lection, liut the fury . 
of her ambition made her inlcnfible to all motives of n li'don, na* 
ture and gratitude. 'J 'he young king had reigned three years am! a 
half, when hem'* one day weary with hunting in a forell near Ware- I 

ham I 
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ham in Dorfetfhire, he paid a vifit to his Hep-mother at Corfef- 
geate, now Corfe-caftle, in the ifle of Purbeck, and deiired to fee 
his young brother at the door. The treacherous queen caufed a 
fervant to itab him in the bell/ whilft he was drinking. The king 
fet fpurs to his horfe, but fell ofF dead on the 18th of March 979. 
His body was plunged deep into a marfh, but difcovered by a piilar 
of light, and honoured by many miraculous cures of iick perfons. 
It was taken up and buried in the church of our Lady at Warcham ; 
but found entire three years after, and tranflated to the monastery at 
Shaftfbury. His lungs were kept at the village called Edwardftow, 
in 1 co 1 : part of his relicks was carried to Glaftenbury. His name is 
placed in the Roman martyrology. The impious Elfrida being 
awaked by the flings of conscience, and by the voice of miracles, 
retired from the world, and built the monasteries of Wherwell and 
Ambrefbury, in the firft of which Die lived and died in the practice 
of penance. The reign of her fon Ethelred was weak and unfor- 
tunate, and the fource of the greatcft miferies to the kingdom, 
efpecially from the Danes. — See Malmefbury, Brompton, abbot of 
Jorval in York (hire, and Ranulf Higden in his Pclycbronkon pub- 
limed by Gale. 
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"^HE glorious St. Jofeph was lineally defcended from the 
greateft kings of the tribe of Juda, and from the molt 
illuftxious of the ancient patriarchs ; but his true glory confided 
in his humility and virtue. The hiftory of his life hath not 
been written by men ; but his principal actions are recorded 
by the Holy Ghoft himfelf. God cntrufted him with the edu- 
cation of his divine Son, manifested in the flefh. In this view 
he was efpoufed to the Virgin Mary. It is an evident m if rake 
of fome writers^ that by a former wife he was the father of St, 
James the Left, and of the reft who arc flylcd in the gofpels the 
brothers of our Lord: for thefe were only coufin gcrmans to 
Chrift, the fans of Mary, filler to the blcflcd virgin, wife of 
Alphreus who was living at the time of our Redeemer's cruci- 
fixion. St Jeiom afllircs us (i), that St. Jofeph always pre- 
fer ved his virgin chaUity ; and it is of faith that nothing con- 
trary thereto ever took place with regard to his chalte fpoufe, 

the blcflcd Virgin Mary. He was given her by heaven to be 

K k 4 the 
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the protestor of -her chaftity, to fecure her from calumnies in 
the birth of the Son of God, and to aflift her in his education, 
and in tier journies, fatigues and perfecutions. How great was 
the purity and fanctity of him who was chofen the guardian of 
the moff. fpotlefs Virgin ! This holy man feems for a con- 
siderable time, to have been unacquainted that the great my fiery 
of the incarnation had been wrought in her by the Holy Ghoft. 
Confcious therefore of his own chafte behaviour towards her, 
it could not but raife a great concern in his breaft, to find that 
notvvithftanding the fan£tity of her deportment, yet he might 
be well afTured that (he was with child. . But being a juji yncoi^ 
as the fcripture calls him, and confequently pofleffed of all vir- 
tues, efpecially of charity and mildnefs towards his neighbour, 
he was determined to leave her privately without either con- 
demning or accufing her, committing the whole caufe to God. 
Thefe his perfect difpofltions were fo acceptable to God, the 
lover of juftice, charity and peace, that before he put his de- 
fign. in execution, he fent an angel from heaven, not to repre- 
hend any thing in his holy conduct, but to diflipate all his 
doubts and fears, by revealing to him this adorable myftery. How 
happy fhould we be, if we were as tender in all that regards 
the reputation of our neighbour ; as free from entertaining any 
injurious thought or fufpicion, whatever certainty our conjec- 
tures or our fenfes may feem to rely on ; and as guarded in our 
tongue ! We commit thefe faults only becaufe in our hearts 
we are devoid of that true charity and fimplicity, whereof St. 
Jofeph fets us fo eminent an example on this occafion. 

In the next place we may .admire in fecret contemplation 
with what devotion, rcfpe£fc and tenderncfs he beheld and 
adored, the fir/t of all men, the new born Saviour of the 
world, and with what fidelity he acquitted himfelf of his double 
charge, the education of Jefus, and the guardianfliip of his 
bleflcd mother. cc He was truly the faithful and prudent 

fervant, fays St. Bernard (2), whom our Lord appointed the 
<c mafter of his houfliold, the comfort and fupport of his 
<c mother, his fofterfathcr and rnoft faithful coopcrator in the 
<c execution of his decpeft counfels on earth." ct What a 
* c happinefs, fays the fame father, not only to fee Jefus Chrift, 
<c but alfo to hear him, to carry him in his arms, to lead him 
<c from place to place, to embrace and carets him, to feed 

him, and to be privy to all the great fecrcts which were 
" concealed from the princes of this world !" 

" O aflonifliing elevation ! O unparallelled dignity ! cries out 

" the pious Ger/bn (3), in a devout acldrels to St. Jofeph, that 

" the 

(2) Horn. 2. fupcr jMjfus 11. 16. p. 742, (3) Serin <ic 

Nativ. 
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«« the>mother of God, queen of heaven, fliould call you her 
" lord ; that God himfelf made man -fhould call you father* 
* 6 and obey your commands. O glorious Triad on earth, Jef us, 
Mary, Jofeph, how dear a family to the glorious Trinity 
in heaven, Father, Son and Holy Ghoft ! Nothing is on 
earth fo great, fo good, fo excellent." Amidii thefb his 
extraordinary graces, what more wonderful than his humility ! 
He conceals his privileges, lives as the nioft.ob feu re of men, 
publishes nothing of God's great my fieri es, makes no further en- 
quiries into them, leaving it to-Godrto manifeft them at his own 
time, feeks to -fulfil the order of .providence in his regard 
without interfering with any tiling but what concerns himfelf. 
Though descended from the royal family which had long been 
in poileilion of the throne of Judsea, he is content with his 
condition, that of a mechanick or handicraftsman (a) 9 and 
makes it his bufinefs, by labouring in it, to maintain himfelf^ 
his fpoufe and the divine Child. 

We mould be ungrateful to this great faint, if we did not 
remember that it is to hirn, as the inftrument under God, that 
we are indebted fur the prefervation of the infant Jefus from 
Herod's jealoufy and malice manifefted in the /laughter 
of the Innocents. -An .angel appearing to him in his fleep bad 
him arife, take the child Jefus, and By with him into Egypt, 
and remain there till he fhould again have notice from him • to 
return. This fudden and unexpected flight mu ft have expofed 



Jofeph to many inconveniencies and fuffe rings in fo Jong a 

journey, with a little babe and a tender virgin, the greater part 

of the way being through deferfs, and among ftrangcrs ; yet 

he alleges no excufes, nor inquires at what time they were to 

return. St. Chryfoftom dbferves that God treats thus all his 

fervants, fending them frequent trials, to dear their hearts 

from the ruft of /elf- love, but intermixing faafons of confo- 

lation (4). C6 Jofeph, fays he, is anxious on feeing the Virgin 

" with child ; an angel removes that fear : he rejoices at the 

" Child's birth, but a great fear fuccecds ; the furious king 

" feeks todeftroy the child, and the whole city is in an uproar 

" to take away his life. This is fallowed by another joy, the 

" adoration of the Magi ; a new forrow then arifes, he is 

" ordered 

(4) Horn. 8. in Mat. t. 7. p. 123. ed. Den. 

U) This apnears from Matt. St. Peter Chryfoloniis (Serm. 
xiii. 5$ St. Juflin, (J)ial. n. So. 4K.) lay he wi«up,i:t in iron as a 
e<l. lien. p. 1 86.) St. Ambrofc fundi ; probably lie wrought both 

(in J. uc. p. 3.) and Theodorct in iron and in wood; which opi- 

(b 3. hiih e. fay he worked nion St.Jullin favours, by faying : 

in wood, as a carpenter. St. Hi- " Uc and Jefus aifo made ploughs 

larv (in Matt, c. 14. p. 17.) and " and yokes for oxen." 
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ordered to fly into a foreign unknown country, without help or 
* c acquaintance." It is the opinion of the fathers, that upon 
their entering Egypt, at the prefence of the child Jefus, all the 
oracles of that fuperftitious country were ftruck dumb, and the 
ftatues of their Gods trembled, and in many places fell to the 
ground, according to that of Ifaiah xix. And the Jiatues of the 
-Egyptians flwll be fliakcn in his prefence (b)." The fathers alfo 
attribute to this holy vifit the fpiritual benediclion poured on that 
country, which made it for many ages moft fruitful in faints (c). 

After the death of king Herod, which was notified to St. 
Jofeph by a vifion, God ordered him to return with the child 
and his mother into the land of Ifrael, which our faint readily 
obeyed. But when he arrived in Judasa, hearing that Arche- 
]aus fucceeded Herod in that part of the country, apprehenfive 
he might be infecled with his father's vices, cruelty and ambi- 
tion, he feared on that account to fettle there, as he would 
otherwife probably have done, for the more commodious edu- 
cation of the child. And therefore being directed by God in 
another vifion, he retired into the dominions of his brother 
Herod Antipas, in Galilee, to his former habitation in Naza- 
reth, where the wonderful occurrences of our Lord's birth 
were Jefs known. St. Jofeph being a frricl obferver of the 
Mofaiclc law, in conformity to its - direclion annually repaired 
to Jerufalem to celebrate the paffover. Archelaus being 
banifhed by Auguftus, and Judaea made a Roman province, 
he had now nothing more to fear at Jerufalem. Our Saviour 
being advanced to the twelfth year of his age accompanied his 
parents thither; who having performed the ufual ceremonies 
of the feafr, were now returning with many of their neigh- 
bours and acquaintance towards Galilee, and never doubting but 
that Jefus had joined himfelf with fomc of the company, they 
travelled on for a whole day's journey, without further enquiry 
after him, before they difcovered that he was not with them. 
But when night came on, and they could hear no tidings of 
him among their kindred and acquaintance, they in the decpefl 
affliction returned with the utmofl fpeed to Jerufalem; where, 
after an anxious feaich of three days, they found him in the 
temple, fitting among the learned doctors of the law, hearing 
them difcouifc, and afking them fuch queliions as raifed the 

admiiation of all that beau! him, and made them aftoniflied at 

the 



(/>) T\\U h aflmiud by St. 
Alhunalui.>, (1. do Int. am.) Mule- 
Litis, (Dcmonit. Jivang. 1. 6. e. 
20.) St. Cyril, (Cat' i o ) St. 
Ambmfb, (in I'f. i i s. Otlon. 5 J 
St. Jcroin, ;iu lfai. ) St. Cliry- 



foflom, St. Cyril of Alexandria, 
(in Ifai.) So-onu:n, (1. 5. e. 20.) 

{() See the Lives of the Fa* 
tilers of the tic lei 1. 
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the ri pen efs of his underflanding : nor were his parents Jefs fur- 
prifed on this occafion. And when his mother told him with 
what grief and earneftnefs they had fought him, and to exprefs 
her for row for that, though fhort, privation of his prefence, 
faid to him : ci Son, why haft thou thus dealt with us? Be- 
* 6 hold, thy father and I fought thee in great affliction of 
6C mind fhe received for anfwer, that being the Meilias and 
Son of God, fent by his Father into the world in order to re- 
deem it, he muft be about his Father's bufinefs, the lame for 
which he had been fent into the world j and therefore that it 
was moft likely for them to find him in his Father's houfe : 
intimating that his appearing in publick on this occafion was to 
advance his Father's honour, and to prepare the princes of the 
Jews to receive him for their Meilias ; pointing out to them 
from the prophets the time of his coming. But though in thus 
flaying in the temple, unknown to his parents, he did fome- 
thing without their leave in obedience to his heavenly Father, 
yet in all other things he was obedient to them, returning with 
them to Nazareth, and there living in all dutiful fubjeclion to 
them. 

Aelred, our countryman, abbot of Rieval, in his fermon 
on the lofing the child Jefus in the temple, obferves that this 
his conduct to his parents is a true representation of that which 
he fliews us, whilft he often withdraws himfelf for a fhort 
time from us to make us feek him the more earneftly. He thus 
defcribes the fentiments of his holy parents on this occafion (5) : 
48 Let us confidcr what was the happincfs of that blefled com- 
" pany in the way to Jerufalem' to whom it was granted to 
" behold his face, to hear his fweet words, to fee in him the 
M figns of divine wifliom and virtue ; and in their mutual dif- 
56 courfe to receive the influence of his fa vino; truths and cx- 



<c ample. The old and young admire him. I believe boys 
" of his age were frruck with aftonifhment at the gravity of 
" his manners and words. I believe fuch rays of grace darted 
u from his ble/Tud countenance as drew on him the eyes, ears, 
<c and hearts of every one. And what tears do they fhed 
" when he is not with them." He goes on confulcring 
what muft be the grief of his parents when they had loft him j 
what their fentiments and how canieft their fcarch ; but what 
their joy when they found him again. cc Difcover to me, fays 
<c he, O my Lady, mother of my God, what were your fenti- 
" ments, what your aftonifhment and your joy when you law 
him again, and fitting, not amongft boys, but amidfl the 
doctors of the law ? when you law every one's eyes fixed on 
H him, every one's ears liliening to him, great and final!, 

" learned 

(5) BiU. Patr. T. 13. 
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learned and unlearned, intent only on hrs words and 
motions. You now fay : I have found him Whom I love. 
• « J w iH |)oId him, smd will no more let him part from me, 
* c Hold him, fweet Lady, tfiold him faft ; rufh on hrs neck, 
*** dwell >on his embraces, and eompenfate the three days ab- 
€i 'fence by multiplied delights -in your ^prefent enjoyment of 
c * him. You tell 'him that you and his father fought him in 
fC grief. For what did you grieve ? not for fear of hunger or 
cc want in him whom you knew to ;be God : but I believe you 
ec grieved to fee youtffelf deprived of the delights of his pre- 
ct fence even for a fhont time ; for the Lord Jefus is fo fweet 
* c to thofe who tafte him, that:his fhorteft abfence is a fubjeft 
* c of the greateft grief to them." This myftery is an emblem 
of the devout foul, and Jefus fometimes withdrawing himfelfi 
^and leaving her in .drynefs, that file may be more earneft in 
fecking him. But above all, how eagerly ought 'the foul which 
Jias loft Ood by fin feek him again, and how bitterly ought flie 
to deplore her extreme misfortune ? 

As nofarther mention is madeof St. Jofeph, he mull have died 
before the marriage of Cana, and the beginning of our divine 
ISaviour's miniftry. We cannot doubt 'but -he had the happinefs 
•of Jefus and Mary attending at his death, praying by him, 
afftfting and comforting him in his lafl moments. Whence 
he is particularly invoked for the great grace of a happy death, 
and the fpiritual prefence of Jefus in that tremendous hour. 
The church reads the hiftory of the patriarch Jofeph on his 
feftival, who was ityled the Saviour of Egypt, which he de- 
livered from perilhing by famine ; and was appointed the faith- 
ful matter of the houfehold of Putiphar, and of that of Pha- 
raoh and his kingdom. But our great faint was chofen by God 
the faviour of the life of him who was the true Saviour of (he 
fouls of men, refcuing him from the tyranny of Herod. He 
is now glorified in heaven, as the guardian and keeper of hh 
Lord on earth. As Pharoah faid to the Egyptians in their 
diftrefs : " Go to Jofeph fo may we confidently addrefs our- 
felves to the mediation of him, to whom God, made man) 
Was fubjeft and obedient on earth. 

The devout Gerfon exprcifcd the warmefl devotion to St. 

Jofeph, which he endeavoured by iettci s and fermons to pro* 

mote. He conipofcd an office in his honour, and wrote his 

life in twelve poems, called Jofephina. He enlarges on all thd 

circumftance.s of his life by pious aflcdlions and meditations. Sr. 

Terefa chofe him the chief patron of her Order. In the fixth 

chapter of her life flie writes thus : * c I t hofe the glorious St. 

44 Jofeph for my patron, and I commend myfelf in all things 

" Angularly to hit intcrccifion. 1 do nut remember ever to 

*< have 
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" have afked of God any thing by him which I did not obtain.. 
" I never knew any one, who by invoking him did not ad- 
" vance exceedingly in virtue : for he aiftfts in a wonderful 
" manner all who addre/s themfelves to him." St. Francis of 
Sales, throughout his whole nineteenth entertainment, ex- 
tremely recommends devotion to him, and extols his merits, 
principally his virginity, humility, conftancy and courage. 
The Syrians and other eaftern churches celebrate his fefTival 
on the 20th of July ; the weftern church on the 19th of 
March. Pope Gregory XV. in 1621, and Urban VIII. in 
1641, commanded it to be kept a holy day of obligation. 

On the fame DAY 

St, Alcmund, M. He was fon of Eldred and brother of 
Ofred, kings of the North umbrians. During his temporal prof- 
parity, the greater he was in power fo much the more meek and 
humble was he in his heart, and fo much the more affable to others. 
He was poor amidifc riches, becaufe he knew no greater pleafure 
than to ftrip himfelf for the relief of the diftretfed. Being driven 
from his kingdom, together with his father, Dy rebellious fubjecls 
in league with Dani/h plunderers, he lived among the Pitts above 
twenty years in banifhment; learning more heartily to defpife 
earthly vanities, and making it his whole iludy to ferve 
the King of kings. His fubjecls groaning under the yoke of an 
infupportable tyranny cook up arms againft their opprerFors, and 
induced the royal prince, upon motives of companion for their 
diftrefs and a holy zeal for religion, to put himfelf at their head. 
Several battles were profperoufly fought ; but at length the pious 
prince was murdered by the contrivance of king Eardulf, th* 
ufurper, as Matthew of. Weftminfter fays. Dr. Brown Willis, , in 
his Notitia of parliamentary boroughs, writes, that he was flain by 
the Danes about the year 780. His body was interred at Lillelhult 
in Shropfhire ; but afterwards tran dated to Derby, where he was 
honoured with great devotion as patron of the town, on the 19th 
of March. .An old manufcript fermon preached in his church at 
Derby about the year 11 40, extant in a manufcript collection of 
lermons of that age in my hands, fol. 138, gives a particular 
hiilory of this translation of his relicks .to Derby, where his 
church became famous for miracles, and for the refort of pilgrims, 
~ See on this faint the hiilory of John of Glailcnbury, &c. 
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St. CUTHBERT, Bifhop of Un- 
ci isfarne, Confeflbr. 

Fro?n his life ivritten by Bede> and from that a ut hour's church- 
kijlory? b. 4. ch. 27. to ch. 32. See Britannia Sanfta. 

A. D. 687. 

WHEN the Northumbrians, under the pious king Of- 
wald had, with great fervour, embraced the chriftian 
faith, the holy bifhop St. Aidan founded two monafterics, 
that of Mailros, on the bank of the Tweed, and another in 
the ifle of Lindisfarne, afterwards called Holy IJIand^ four 
miles diftant from Berwick. In both he eflablifhed the rule 
of St. Columba 3 and ufualJy refided himfelf in the latter. St. 
Cuthbert was born not very far from Mailros, and in his youth 
was much edified by the devout deportment of the holy inhabi- 
tants of that houfe, whofe fervour in the fervice of God and the 
difchargc of the duties of a monaftick life he pioufly endea- 
voured to imitate on the mountains where he kept his father's 
fliecp. It happened one night, that, whilft he was watching 
in prayer, near his flock, according to his cuftom, he faw 
the foul of St. Aidan carried up to heaven by angels, at the 
very inftant that holy man departed this life in the ifle of Lin- 
disfarne. Serious reflections on the happinefs of fuch a death 
determined the pious young man to repair, without delay, to 
Mailros, where he put on the monaftick habit, whilft Eata 
was abbot, and St. Hoifll prior. He fhidicd the holy fcriptures 
under the latter, and in fervour furpafled all his brethren in 
:ry monafiick cxercife. Eata being called to govern the new 
monafrcry of Rippow, founded by king Alcfrid, he took with 
him St. Cuthbert, and committed to him the care of enter- 
taining 11 rangers ; which charge is ufually the molt dangerous 
in a religious fiate. Cuthbert wafhed the feet of others and 
frrved them with wonderful humility and rneeknefs, always 
remembering iliac Chi ill himfeli is ferved in his member!!. 
And he was molt careful that the functions of Martha fhotil.l 
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never impair his fpirit of recollection. When St, Wilfrid was 
made abbot of Rippon, St. Cuthbert returned with Eata to 
MaUros ; and St. Boifil dying of the great peftilence in 664, 
he was chofen provoft or prior in his place. 

In this ftation, not content by word and example to form his 
monks to perfect piety, he laboured afliduoufly among the 
people to bring them off from feveral heathenifh cuftoms and 
fuperftitious practices which ftill obtained among them. For 
this purpofe, fays our Venerable hiftorian, he often went out, 
fometimcs on horfeback, but oftener on foot, to preach the 
way of life to fuch as were gone aftray. Parochial churches 
being at this time very fcarce in the country, it was the cuftom 
for the country people to flock about a pried or eccleflaftical 
per/on, when he came into any . village, for the fake of his in- 
ftrucYions ; hearkening willingly to his words, and more wil- 
lingly pra&ifing the good leflbns he taught them. St. Cuthbert 
excelled all others by a moft perfuafive and moving eloquence; 
and fuch a brightnefs appeared in his angelical face in de- 
livering the word of God to the people, that none of them 
durft conceal from him any part of their mifbehaviour, but all 
laid their conference open before him, and endeavoured by his 
injunctions and counfels to expiate the fins they had confefled, 
by worthy fruits of penance. He chiefly vifitcd thofe villages 
and hamlets at a diftance, which being fituate among high and 
craggy mountains, and inhabited by the moft ruftick ignornnt 
and favage people, were the lefs frequented by other teacher?. 
After St. Cuthbert had lived many years at Mailros, St. Eata, 
abbot alio of jLindisfarne, removed him thither and appointed 
him prior of that larger rnonaftery. By the perfecTfc habit of 
mortification and prayer the faint had attained to fo eminent a 
fpirit of contemplation that lie feemed rather an angel than a 
man. He often fpent whole nights in prayer, and fometimes 
to refill: flecp, worked or walked about the ifland whillr. he 
prayed. If he heard others complain that they had been di- 
ll urbed in their flecp he ufed to fay, that he fhould think him- 
lelf obliged to any one that awaked him out of his flecp, that 
he might fing the praifes of his Creator, and labour lor his 
honour. His very countenance excited thole who faw him to 
a love of virtue. He was fo much addicted to compmiclion, 
and inflamed with heavenly deiires, that he could never fay 
mats without tears. He often moved penitents who confeiled 
to him their fins to abundant tears by the torrents of his own 
which he filed for them. His vical in correcting finners was al« 
was fwectened with tender charity and meeknefs. The /It i r it 
had govern eii the monaflcry ol Lindisfanns under his abbot, fe- 
vytal years, when i;:irnt:it)y afpiring to a clofer tmiun with God, 

lie 
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he retired, with his abbot's confent, into the little ifle of Fame, 
nine miles from Lindisfarne, there to lead an auftere eremeti- 
cal life. The place was tfcenf uninhabited, and afforded neither 
Water, tree nor corn. Cuthberr built himfelf a hut with a 
Wall and trench about it, and- by his prayers obtained a well of 
frefh water in his own cell. Having brought with him.inftruments 
of hufbandry he fowed firft whear, which railed ; then barley, 
which, though fowed out of feafon, yielded a plentiful crop. 
He built a houfe at the entry of the ifland from Lindisfarne, to 
lodge the brethren that came to fee him, whom he there met 
and entertained with heavenly conferences. Afterwards he 
confined himfelf within his own wall and trench, and gave 
fpiritual advice only through a window without ever flirring 
out of his ceil. He could not, however, refufe an interview 
with the holy abbefs and royal virgin Elfleda, whom her father 
king Ofvvi had dedicated to God from her birth. This was held 
in the ille of Cocket, then filled with holy anchorets. This 
clofe folitude was to our faint an uninterrupted exercife of di- 
vine love, praife and compunction 3 in which he enjoyed 1 a pa- 
radife of heavenly delights, unknown to the world. 

In a fynod of bimops held by St. Theodorus at Twiford, on 
the river Alne, in the kingdom of Northumberland, it was re- 
folved, that Cuthbert mould be raifed to the epifcopal fee of 
Lindisfarne. But as neither letters, nor mefiengers were of 
force to obtain his confent to undertake the charge, king Eg- 
frid, who had been prefent at the council, and the holy bifhop 
Trumwin, with many others, failed over to his ifland, and 
conjured him on their knees not to refufe his labours, which 
might be attended with fo much advantage to fouls. Their re- 
monfrrances were fo prefling, that the faint could not refufe 
going with them at leaft to the council but weeping moft 
bitterly, and received the epifcopal confecration at York., the 
Eafter following, from the hands of St. Theodorus, aflifled by 
fix other bifhops. In this new dignity the faint continued the 
praclicc of his former aufteritics ; but remembering what he 
owed to his neighbour, he went about preaching and inftrudling 
with incredible fruit, and without any intcrmitfion. He made 
it every where his particular care to exhort, feed and protect 
the poor. By divine revelation he law and mentioned to 
others, at the very i arrant it happened, the overthrow and 
death of king Kgfrid by the Pi els, in 685. He cured by water 
which he had blcfled, the wire of a noble Thane, who hiy 
fpeechlefs and fen (clefs at the point of death, and many others. 

St. C nth be it, fore-feeing his death to approach, refigned his 
bilhoprick, which he had held two years, and retired to his fo- 
litude in Fame Ifland to prepare himfelf l or his J alt paltoge. 

Two 
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Two months after he fell fick, and permitted Herefrid, the 
abbot of Lindisfarne, who came to vifit him, to leave two of 
his monks to attend him in his lafr. moments. He received the 
Viaticum of the body and blood of Chrift from the hands of 
the abbot Herefrid, at the hour of midnight prayer, and im- 
mediately lifting up his eyes, and ftretching out his hands, 
fweeily flept in Chrift on the twentieth day of March 687. 
He died in the ifland of Fame : but according to his defire, 
bis body was buried in the monaftery of St. Peter in Lindis- 
farne, on the right fide of the high altar- Bede relates many 
miracles performed at his tomb ; and adds, that eleven years 
after his death, the monks taking up his body, inftead of dufr 
which they expected, found it unputrified, with the joints pli- 
able, and the cloths frefh and intire(r). They put it into a 
new coffin, placed above the pavement, over the former grave : 
and fever al miracles were there wrought, even by touching the 
clothes which covered the coffin. William of Malmefbury (2) 
writes, that the body was again found incorrupt four hundred 
and fifteen years afterwards at Durham, and publickly fhewn. 
In the Danifh invafions the monks carried it away from 
Lindisfarne ; and after feveral removals on the continent, 
fettled with their treafure on a woody hill almoft furround- 
ed by the river Were, formed by nature for a place of de- 
fence. They built there a church of ftone, which Aldhune 
bifhop of Lindisfarne, dedicated in 995, and placed in it the 
body of St. Cuthbert with great folemnity, transferring hither 
his epifcopal fee (a). Many princes enriched exceedingly the 
new monaftery and cathedral in honour of St. Cuthbert. Suc- 
ceeding kings out of devotion to this faint, declared the bifhop 
a count palatine, with an extenfive civil jurifdidiion (b). The 
prefent cathedral was built in 1080. When the fhrine of the 
faint was plundered and demolifhcd by the order of king Henry 
VIJT. the body of St. Cuthbert which always remained in tire, 
met with greater regard than many others ; tor it was not burnt 
as were thofe of St. Edmund king and martyr, St. Thomas 
and others. After the king's officers had carried away the 
plunder of his fhrine, it was privately buried under the place 
where the fhrine before flood, though the fpot is now un- 
known* 

Vol. I. L 1 On 

(1) Bcde Hi'A. b. 4 c. 30. (2} L. 4. Pontif. Angl. 

(«) Dunelm or Dutham figni- (h) Sec Dn^dalc's hillory of 
ties a hill upon waters, from the the catheilial ol .Durham ; and 
Saxon words Dun* a hill, and Dr Brown VVillii. on the fame. 
H<ltot\ n place innate in or 
among waters. 
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On the fame DAY 

St. Wulfran, archbifhop of Sens, and apoftolick miflionary, in 
Frifeland. His father was an officer in the armies of king Dago- 
bert, and the faint fpent fome years in the court of king Clotaire 
III. and of his mother St. Bathildes, but occupied his heart only 
on God, defpiiing worldly greatnefs as empty and dangerous, and 
daily advancing in virtue in a place where virtue is often little 
known. His eftate of Maurilly he bellowed on the abbey of Fon- 
tenelle, or St. Vandrille in Normandy. He was chofen and con- 
fecratcd archbifhop of Sens, in 682, which diocefe he governed 
during two years and a half with great zeal and fan6tity. A tender 
companion for the blindnefs of the idolaters of Frifeland, and the 
example of the Englifh zealous preachers in thofe parts, moved him 
to refign his biflioprick with proper advice, and after a retreat at 
Pontenelle, to enter Frifeland in quality of a poor miffionary prieft. 
He baptized great multitudes, with a fon of king Radbod, and drew 
the people from the barbarous cuflom of facrificing men to idols. The 
Jot herein decided, on great feftivals, who fhould be the victim ; 
and the perfon was inftantly hanged or cut in pieces. The lot hav- 
ing fallen on one Ovon, St. Wulfran earneftly begged his life of 
king Radbod : but the people ran tumultuoufly to the palace, and 
would not fuffer what they called a facrilege. After many words, 
they confented that if the God of Wulfran mould fave Ovon's life, 
■ he fhould ever ferve him, and be Wulfran's Have. The faint be- 
took himfelf to prayer, and the man after hanging on the gibbet two 
hours, being left for dead, by the cord breaking, fell to the ground ; 
and being found alive was given to the faint, and became a monk and 
prieft at Fontenelle. Wulfran alfo miraculoufly refcued two chil- 
dren from being drowned in the fea in honour of the idols, Rad- 
bod, who had been an eye-witnefs to this laft miracle, promifed 
to become a chrifhan, and was inftrucled among the catechumens. 
But his criminal delays rendered him unworthy fuch a mercy. A a 
he was going to ilep into the baptifmal font, he afked where the 
greater number of his anceftors and nobles were in the next world, 
The faint replied, that hell is the portion of all who die guilty of 
idolatry. At which the prince drew back, and refufed to be bap- 
tized, faying, he would go withi he greater number. This tyrant fent 
afterwards to St. Willebrord to treat with him about his convcrfion ; 
but before the arrival of the faint was found dead. St. Wulfran 
retired to Fontenelle, that the might prepare himfelf for death, and 
died there on the twentieth of April, in 720. His relicks were re- 
moved to Abbeville, where he is honoured as patron.—— Sec his 
life written by Jonas monk of Fontenelle, eleven years after his 
death, purged from fpurious editions by Mabillon, face. 3. Hen. 
Flcury, b, 41. T. 9. p. 190, 
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St, BENEDICT, Abbot, Patriarch 

of the Weftern Monks. 



From St. Greg, Dial. b. 2. c. 1. remarks of Mali lion AnnaL 
Bened. T. x. p. 3. #/z<r/ A ft a Sane? or* Bencdifi. T. I. 80. 

A. D. 543. 

ST. Benedict or Bennet, was a native of Norcia, for- 
merly an epifcopal fee in Umbria, and was defcended from 
a family of note. The name of his father was Eutropius, and 
that of his grandfather, Jufiinian. When he was fit for the 
higher ftudies he was fent by his parents to Rome, and there 
placed in the publick fchools. He who till that time knew not 
what vice was, and trembled at the fhadow of fin, was not a. 
little fhocked at the licentioufnefs which he obferved in the 
conduct of fome of the Roman youth, with whom he was 
obliged to converfe ; and he was no fooner come into the 
world, but he refolved to bid an eternal farewell to it, not to 
be entangled in its fnares.. He therefore left the city privately, 
and made the beft of his way towards the deferts. His nurfe 
Cyrilla, who loved him tenderly, followed him as far as All- 
ium, where he found means to get rid of her, and purfucd his 
journey alone to the defert mountains of Sublacumf^J, forty 
miles from Rome. It is a barren hideous chain of rocks, with 
a river and lake in the valley. Near this place the faint met a 
monk of a neighbouring monaflcry, called Romanus, who gave 
him the monaftick habit with fuitablc inftrudtions*, and con- 
ducted him to a deep narrow cave in the mid ft of thefe moun- 
tains, almoft inacceflible to men. In this cavern, now called 
the Holy Grotto, the young hermit chofe his abode; and Ro- 
man us who kept his iccrct, brought him hithei from time to 
lime bread and the like flcndcr proviJions, vvhicli he retrenched 
from his own meals, and let them down to the holy recluie 
with a line, hanging a bell to the coul to give him notice. 

la 1 2 iJeunct 

{«) Called by the Italians, who frequently foften / into >*, Subiaco. 
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Ben net feems to have been about fourteen or fifteen years old 
when he came to Sublacum 3 St. Gregory fays, he was yet a 
child. Fie lived three years in this manner known only to 
Romanus. But God was pleafed to manifeft his fervant to men 
that he might Chine forth as a light to many. In 497, a cer- 
tain pious prieft in that country, whilft he was preparing a din- 
ner for himfelf on Eafter-Sunday, heard a voice which faid : 
et You are preparing for yourfelf a banquet, whilft my fervant 
<e Bennet, at Sublacum, is diftrefled with hunger." The prieft 
immediately fet out in queft of the hermit, and with much dif- 
ficulty found him out. Bennet was furprifed to fee a man come 
to him ; but before he would enter into convention with him 
he defired they might pray together. They then difcourfed for 
fome time on God and heavenly things. At length the prieft 
invited the faint to eat, faying, it was Eafter-Day, on which 
it is not reafonable to faft. After their repaft the prieft returned 
home. Soon after certain fhepherds difcovered the faint near his 
cave, but at firft took him for a wild beaft ; for he was clad 
with the fkins of beafts, and they imagined no human creature 
could live among thofe rocks. When they found him to be a 
fervant of God, they refpected him exceedingly, and many of 
them were moved by his heavenly difcourfes to embrace with 
fervour a courfe of perfection. From that time he began to 
"be known, and many vifited him, and brought him fuch fufte- 
nance as he would accept : in requital for which he nourifhed 
their fouls with fpiritual inftructions. Though he lived fe- 
queftered from the world, he was not yet fecure from the af- 
faults of the tempter. The. remembrance of a woman whom 
he had formerly fecn at Rome occurred to his mind, and fo 
ftrongly affected his imagination that he was tempted to leave 
his defert. But blufhing at fo bafe a fuggefiion of the enemy, 
he threw himfelf upon fome briars and nettles which grew in 
the place where he was, and rolled himfelf a long time in 
them till his body was covered with blood. The wounds of 
his body ftifled all inordinate inclinations, and their fmart ex- 
tinguifhed the flame of concupifcence. This complete victory 
leemcd to have perfectly fubdued that enemy ; for he found 
himfelf no more molcflcd with its flings. 

The fame of his fanctity being fprcad abroad, it occafioncd 
fevcral to forfake the world, and imitate his penitential manner 
of life. Some time after, the monks of Vicovaro, on the 
death of their abbot, pitched upon him to fuccccd him. He 
s very unwilling to take upon him that charge, and foon 
found by experience that their manners did not fquarc with his 
juU idea of a monafiick ftate. Certain fons of BeliaJ anions 

them carried their avcrlion 16 far as to mingle poilbn with bin 

wine ; 
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wine : but when, according to his cuftom, before he drank of 
it he made the fign of the crofs over the glafs, it broke as if a 
ftone had fallen upon it- <c God forgive you, brethren, faid 
<c the faint: You now fee I was not miftaken when I told 
t£ you that your manners and mine would not agree. " He 
therefore returned to Sublacurn ; which defert he foon peopled 
with monks, for whom he built twelve monasteries, placing in 
each twelve monks with a ruperiour. His reputation drew the 
moft illuftrious perfonages from Rome and other remote parts 
to fee him ; and fome placed their fons under his conduct in 
their moft tender age, that they might be formed to perfecl 
virtue from their childhood. Among others, two fenators, 
Equitius and TertuIIus, committed to his care their two Ions 
Maurus, then twelve years old, and Placid us alfo a child, in 
512. The devil envying fo much good ftirred up his wicked 
inftruments to difturb die tranquility of the fervant of God. 
FJorentius, a pried in the neighbouring country, though un- 
worthy to bear that facred character, moved by a fee ret jea- 
loufy, perfecuted the faint, and afperfed his reputation with 
grievous flanders. Ben net being a true difciple of Chrifr, 
knew no revenge but that of mecknefs and filence : and not to 
inflame the envy of his adverfary left Sublacum, and repaired 
to Mount Caffino. He was not got far on his journey , when 
he heard that Florentius was killed by the fall of his horfe. 
He was much afflicted at his fudden and unhappy death, and 
enjoined. Maurus a penance for calling it a deliverance from 
perfecution. 

Caffino is a final I town, now in the kingdom of Naples, 
built on the brow of a very high mountain, on the top of 
which ftood an old temple of Apollo furrounded with a grove, in 
which certain idolaters ifill continued to offer their abominable 



faerificcs. The man of God having by his preaching and miracles 
converted many of them to the faith, broke the idol to pieces, 
overthrew the altar, dcmoliflied the temple, and cut down the 
grove. Upon the ruins of which temple and altar he erected 
two oratories or chapels \ one bore the name of St. John the 
Bapti/r, the other of St. Martin. This was the origin of the 
celebrated abbey of Mount Caffino, the foundations of which 
the faint laid in 529. The patrician TertuIIus came about 
'that time to pay a vifit to the faint, and to fee his fon PJaeidus ; 
and made over to this monaflery feveral lands which he pof- 
. k ftbd in that neighbourhood, and alio a confiderable citato id 
Sicily. St. f Jen net met on Mount Caffino one Martin, a ve- 
nerable old heinnt, *who, to confine himfelf to a more auliere 
fblitude, had chained himfelf to the ground in his cell, with a 
Jong iron- chain. The holy abbot fearing this Insularity might 
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be a mark of affectation, faid to him : " If you are a fervant of 
" Jefus Chrift, let the chain of his love, not one of iron, 
* c hold you fixed in your refolution." Martin gave proof of 
his humility by his obedience, and immediately laid afide his 
chain. St. Bennet governed alfo a monaftery of nuns, fituate 
near Mount Caflino, as is mentioned by St. Gregory : he 
founded an abbey of men at Terracina, and fent St. Placidus 
into Sicily to eftablifh another in that ifland. Though igno- 
rant of fecular learning, he was eminently replenifhed with the 
fpirit of God, and an experimental fcicnce of fpi ritual things : 
on which account he is faid by St. Gregory the Great to have 
been 6C learnedly ignorant, and wifely unlettered (if)" For 
the alphabet of this great man is infinitely more deferable than 
all the empty fcience of the world, as St. Arfenius faid of St. 
Antony. St. Bennet porTerling perfectly the fcience of the 
faints, and being enabled by the Holy Ghoft to be the guide of 
innumerable fouls in the moft fublime paths of chriflian perfec- 
tion, compiled a monaftick rule, which, for wifdom and dif- 
cretion, St. Gregory the Great preferred to all other rules \ 
and which was afterwards adopted, for lbme time, by all the 
monks of the Weil. It is principally founded on filence, fo- 
litude, prayer, humility and obedience (c). 

St. Bennet calls his Order a fchool in which men learn how 
to ferve God : and his life was to his difciples a perfect model 
for their imitation, and a tranfcript of his rule. Being chofen 
by God like another Mofesto conduct faithful fouls into the true 
piomifed land, the kingdom of heaven, he was enriched with 
eminent fupernatural gifts, even thofe of miracles and prophe- 
cy. He feemed like another Elifeus, endued by God with an 
extraordinary power, commanding all nature; and like the an- 
cient 



(b) Scienter ?iffcidtis 9 and Ja [neu- 
ter ift do -St us. 

(c) liy it the abbot is charged 
with the entire government of 
the mo nailery. Seven hours a day 
are allotted the monks for ma- 
nual labour, and two for pious 
reaiHnj*;, bolides meditation from 
inattins till break of day. JUit 
manual labour has been ex- 
changed in molt places for facred 
[Indies and fpiritual functions. 
'J' he rule commands perpetual 
ablliuenco from llelh meat, not 
only of four-footed animals, but 

alio of fowls which at that time 



were only ferved at the tables of 
princes as moll cxquilitc dainties, 
as Mabillon mews from the te- 
ilimony of St. Gregory of Tours. 

This law of abftinence is rcflored 
in the reformed Congregation of 

St. Maur, and others. The 
tlrmtiiii of wine allowed by St. 
J Jennet in countries where wine 
and water are only drank, feems 
to have contained I tl ounces. 
See Mabillon (Pnef. i in fxc 4. 
Jidicil.) Martenne and Mege. 
Theie two lull have given excel- 
lent comments and notes on this 
rule. 
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cient prophets, fore feeing future events. He often faifed the 
finking courage of his monks, and bafHed the various artifices 
of the devil with the fign of the crofs, rendered the heavieffc 
ftone light in building his monaftery by a fhort prayer, and in 
prefence of a multitude of people raited to Jife a novice who 
had been cru/hed by the fall of a wall at Mount Caflino. He 
foretold, with many tears, that this monaftery fhould be pro- 
faned and deftroyed ; which happened forty years after, when 
the Lombards demolifhed it. He added, that he had fcarce been 
able to obtain of God that the inhabitants fhould be faved. 

When BeJifarius, the emperour's general, was recalled to 
Conftantinople, TotiJa, king of the Goths, invaded and plun- 
dered Italy. Having heard wonders of the fanclity of St. 
Bennet, and of his predictions and miracles he refolved to try 
whether he was really that wonderful man which he was re- 
ported to be. Therefore, as he marched through Campania, 
in 542, he fent the man of God word y that he would pay him 
a vifit. But inftead of going in per/bn, he drefled one of his 
courtiers, named Riggon, in his royal purple robes, and fcnt 
him to the monaftery, attended by the three principal lords of 
his court, - and a numerous train of pages. St. Bennet who 
was then fitting, faw him coming to his cell, and cried out to 
him at fome diftance : " Put off*, my fon, thofe robes which 
" you wear, and which belong not to you." The mock king 
being ftruck with a panick for having attempted to impofe up- 
on the man of God, fell proftrate at his feet, together with all 
his attendants. The faint coming upraifed him with his hand^ 
and the officer returning to his mafter, related trernbling what 
had befallen him. The king then went himfelf, but was no fooner 
come into the prcfence of the holy abbot, but he threw himfelf 
on the ground, and continued proftrate till the faint going to 
him obhged him to rife. The holy man feverely reproved him 
for the outrages he had committed, and laid : " You do a great 
" deal of mifchief, and I forcfee you will do more. You will 
<c take Rome: you will crofs the fea, and will reign nine years 
" longer ; but death will overtake you in the tenth, when you 
" fhall be arraigned before a juft God to give an account of 
c< your conduit' 1 All which came to pals as St. Benedict had 
foretold him. TotiJa was feized with fear, and recommended 
himfelf to his prayers. From that day the tyrant became more 
humane j and when he took Naples fhortly after, treated the 
captives with greater lenity than could be expected from an 
enemy and a barbarian. When a certain hi i hop afterward* 
fa id to the faint, that TotiJa would leave Rome a heap of 
ttoncs, and that it would be no longer inhabited, he anlvvered : 
u No : but it fhall be beaten with itorms and earthquakes, and 

L 1 4 " Uiall 
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tc fhall be like a tree which withers by the decay of its root/' 
Which prediction St. Gregory obferves to have been accom- 
plifhed. 

The death of this great faint feems to have happened foon 
after that of his fitter St. Scholaftica, and in the year after his 
interview with TotiJa. He foretold it his difciples, and caufed 
his grave to be opened fix days before. When this was done 
he fell ill of a fever, and on the flxth day would be carried 
into the chapel, where he received the body and blood of our 
Lord [d) y and having given his laft inftru&ions to his forrowful 
difciples, he calmly expired, in prayer, on Saturday the twen- 
ty-firft of March, probably in the year 543, and of his age 
the fixty-third 5 having fpent fourteen years at Mount Caffino. 
This monaftery being deftroyed by the Lombards in 58c, his 
f acred remains were, in 653, or rather later, conveyed to the 
abbey of Fleury in France, on which account it has fince bore 
the name of St. Bennefs on the Loire. It now belongs to the 
reformed congregation of St. Maur (/?). 

On the fame DAY 

St. Serapion, called the Sindokjte, from a fingle garment of 

coarfe linen which he always wore. He was a native of Egypt. 

Exceeding great was the aufterity of his penitential life. Though he 

travelled into feveral countries, he always lived in the fame poverty, 

mortification and recollection. In a certain town, com m iterating 

the fpiritual blindnefs of an idolater, who was alfo a comedian, he 

fold himfelf to him for twenty pieces of money. His only fufle- 

nance in this fervitude was bread and water. He acquitted himfelf 

at the fame time of every duty belonging to his condition with the 

utmoft diligence and fidelity, joining with his labour afliduous 

prayer and meditation. Having converted his mailer and the wh'^e 

family to the faith, and induced him to quit the ftage, he was made 

free by him, but could not be prevailed upon to keep for his own 

ufc, or even to dittribute to the poor, the twenty pieces of coin he 

had received as the price of his liberty. Soon after this he fold 

himfelf a fecund time, to relieve a diilrc/led widow. Having fpent 

Untie 



( d) Exit tun fuum Domini ci cor- 
poris et fiittguMs perceptions commu- 

ttivit. St. Greg. Dial. b. 2. c. 
37- 

(t) The IJenedicVme Order has 
long fince branched out into feve- 
ral indeivndini Cu:m> relations ; 
and the k 'Hit rci.tu:., the C'eJe- 
flincs, atui fevrird other Orders 

arc no iuojc ihan fo many re- 



formations of it. The lienedie- 
tines reckon in their Order, cojn- 
prifing all its branches and ft I'm- 
ti'jnsj 37,000 houfes. As to (lie 

number of cmpcrours, king';, 
cjneen'., princes and piineeflcN 
aUo of fliints, popes and writers 
of note thai have died in this 
Order. Sec Helyot, 
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fome time with his new mailer, in recompenfe of figna! fpiritual fcr- 
vices, belides his liberty, he alfo received a cloak, a tunick or 
under -garment, and a book of the gofpels. He was fcarce gone 
out of doors, when meeting a poor man he beftowed on him hi* 
cloak and Ihortly after to another ftarving with cold, he gave his 
tunick ; and was thus reduced again to his fingle linen garment. 
Being a/ked by a ftranger, who it was that had itript him and left 
him in that naked condition, fhewing his book of the gofpels, he 
faid : tf This it is that hath itripped me." Not long after, he fold the 
book itfeif for the relief of a perfon in extreme diftrefs. Being 
met by an old acquaintance, and afked what was become of it, he 
faid: " Could, you believe it ? This goipei feemed continually to 
<e cry to mee: Go, fell all thou hall, and give it to the poor. 
" Wherefore I have alfo fold it, and given the price to the indi- 
" gent members of Chrift." Having nothing now left but his own 
perfon, he difpofed of that again on feverai other occafions, where 
the corporal or fpiritual neceflities of his neighbour called for relief : 
once to a certain Manichee at Lacedasmon, whom he ferved for two 
years, and before they were expired brought both him and his whole 
family over to the true faith. St. John the Almoner having read 
the particulars of this hiftory, called for his fteward, and t:nd to 
him weeping : <c Can wc flatter ourfclves that we do any great mat* 
*' ters becaufe we give our erlates to the poor ? Here is a man who 
€i could find means to give himfelf to them, and fo many times 
*' over." St. Serapion went from Lacedajmon to Rome, there to 
ftudy the mod perfect models of virtue, and returning afterwards 
into Egypt, died in the defert, being fixty years old, fome time 

before falladius vihted Egypt in 3 88. See Pallad. Lauliac. 

ch. 83. and Leontius in the life of St. Jokn the Almoner. 

St. Serapion, abbot of Arfinoe, in Upper Egypt. He governed 
10,000 monks difperfed in the delerts and monalleries near that 
town. Thefe religious men hired themfclves to the farmers of the 
country to till their lands and reap their corn ; joining afliduous 
prayer and other exercifes or their Itate with their labour. Each 
man received for his wages twelve s/t tribes, or about forty Roman 
lutHicls or, //W/j, fays Palladius : all which they put into the hands 
of their holy abbot. lie gave to every one a lufiicient allowance 
ior his fubiiilence during the enluing year, according to their ab- 
ilemious manner of living. The remainder was all distributed 
among ihe poor. By this economy all the necelfitijs of the indi- 
gent iu ih:it country were fupplied, and feveral barges loaded with 
emu were kmc yearly by the river to Alexandria, ior the relief of 
<he poor of Lhat great city. St. Serapion was honoured wuh the 
prieilhood, and with admirable fanctity applied himfelf to the fa- 
eved linnet iotu of the miniilry : yet found time to join his btethrcu 
in their penitential labour, not to lole his (hare in their ch;a ity. — 
See Palladium, e. 70. p. 760. Rutin. Vic. i'atr. 1. 3. c. lb*. So- 

aomen, 1. 6. e -:b\ 
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St. Ser apion, Eiihop of Thmuis, in Egypt, C. He was clofely 
Jinked with St. Athanafms in the defence or the cathoJick faith, for 
which he was banifhed by the emperour Conftantius. He was a man 
©f extraordinary learning and abilities, which enabled him to exert 
Jiis zeal to great advantage againftthe Arians and Macedonians. He 
alfo wrote an excellent book againfi: the Manichees, which is extant 
in the Bibliotbeca Putrum, alfo in the Le£tio?ies Avtiqua* of Canilius, 
jepublifhed by Bafnage, T. i. Socrates relates, that this holy man 
gave an abltraft of 'his own life, and an abridged rule of chrilHan 
perfection, in very few words, which he would often repeat, fay- 
ing : * f The mind is purified by fpiritual knowledge, or by holy 
** meditation and prayer ; the foul by charity, and the paffions by 
** abftinence and penance. 1 ' The faint died in his baniiliment, in 

the fourth age. See his own works, thofe of St. Athanafms, 

Socrates, &c. 
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St'. BASI L, of Ancyra, Prieft, M. 

From the authenthk afls of bis ?nartyrdom in R.uinart> Henfche- 

xius and Tille?nont^ T. 7. p. 375. 

A. D. 362. 

MARCELLUS, bifhop of Ancyra, diftinguiflied himfclf 
by his zeal againlr. the Arians, on which account he was 
baniflied by Conftantius in 336 ). BafiJ, a ringleader of the 
Semi-Arians, was intruded into that fee, but was himfclf de- 

pofed 

ceived by the clamours of the 
Arians. I'or Marccllus appeal- 
ing to pope Julius, and repairing 
to Rome was acquitted, and his 
book declared orthodox by that 
pope, and alfo by the council of 
Sardica, as St. Hilary (fragm. 3, 
p. 130ft. 13 ii.) and St. Athana- 
iius (Apol. contra Arianos. p. 
■ 65) tciti/'y. U was a calumny 
of tlie Ari,ans, though belie veil 
by St. Hilary, that St. Athana- 



{a) Marccllus wrote a famous 
book again ft the Arians. which 
JEufcbius of Cafarea and all the 
Arians condemned as reviving 
the exploded herefy of Sabellius. 
But Sabellianifm was a general 
{lander with which they aiperfed 
all orthodox pallors- It is in- 
deed true, that St. Hilary, St. 
Bafll, St. Chryfollom, and Sul- 
pitius Sevcrus charge Marccllus 
with that crrour j but were dc- 
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pofed by the ftaunch Arians, in 360, and is mentioned by So- 
crates to have furvived our faint, though he continued ftill in 
banifhment under Jovian. The holy martyr of whom we 
fpeak, was alfo called Bafil. He was prieft of Ancyra under 
the bifhop Marcellus, and a man of a moft holy life, and un- 
bJemifhed converfation, and had been trained up by faints in 
the practices of perfect piety. He preached the word of God 
with great affiduity, and when the Arian wolf, who bore his 
name, attempted^ to plant his herefy in that city, he never 
ceafed to cry out to the people with the zeal and intrepidity 
of a prophet, exhorting them to beware of the fnares which 
were laid for them, and to remain ftedfaft in the catholick: 
faith. He was forbidden by the Arian bifhops in 360, to 
hold ecclefiaftical affemblies : but he defpifed the unjuft order j 
and as boldly defended the catholick faith before Conftantiua 
himfelf. When Julian the Apoftate reeftablifhed idolatry, 
and left no means untried to pervert the faithful, Bafil ran 
through the whole city, exhorting the chriftians to continue 
ftedfaft and not pollute themfelves with the facrifices and liba- 
tions of the heathens, but fight manfully in the caufe of God. 
The heathens laid violent hands on him, and dragged him be- 
fore Saturninus the proconful, accufing him of fedition, of 
having overturned altars, that he ftirred up the people againft 
the gods, and had fpoken irreverently of the emperour and his 
religion- The proconful afked him if the religion which the 
emperour had cftabliflied was not the truth ? The martyr an* 
fwered : ** Can you yourfelf believe it? Can any man endued 
<c with reafon perfwade himfelf that dumb ftatues are gods 
The proconful commanded him to be tortured on the rack, and 
fcoffing, faid to him, under his torments : " Do not you be- 
'* lieve the power of the emperour to be great, who can punifh 
<c thofe who difobey him ? Experience is an excellent mailer, 
* c and will inform you better. Obey the emperour, worfhip 

« the 



fius at length abandoned and 
condemned him. It is demon- 
it rated by Dom Mountfaucon 
from the works of St. A than a- 
fius, that he ever defended the 

innocence of Marcellus (T. z. 
Collect. Patr.) Morcvcr, Mar- 
cellus being informed, that St. 
Bafil had fuggclled to St. Acha- 
nafms certain fufpicions of his 
faith, in 37^, towards the end of 
his life, lent to St. Athanafnis 
his moil orthodox confeflion of 



faith, in which he explicitly con- 
demns Sabellianxfin: which au~ 
thentick monument was publiflied 
by Mountfaucon (T. 2. Collect. 
Patr.) If Pctavius, Bull and others, 
who cenfurc Marcellus, had 
fecn this confeflion, they would 
have cleared him of the impu- 
tation of Sabellianifm, and ex- 
pounded favourably certain am- 
biguous expreflions which occur 

in his book again A the Arians. 
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* fi the gods, and offer facrifice." The martyr who prayed 
during his torments, with great earneftnefs, replied : <e It is 
** what I never will dp." The proconful remanded him to 
prifon, and informed his matter Julian of what he had done. 
The emperour approved of his proceedings, and difpatched El- 
pidius and Pegafus, two apoftate courtiers, in quality of com- 
miffaries, to affift the proconful in the trial of the prifoner. 
They took with them from Nicomedia one Afclepius, a wicked 
priett of Efculapius, and arrived at Ancyra. Bafil did not 
ceafe to praife and glorify God in his dungeon, and Pegafus 
repaired thither to him iu hopes, by promifes and intreaties, to 
work him into compliance : but came back to the proconful 
highly offended at the liberty with which the martyr had re- 
proached him with his apoftacy. At the requeft of the com- 
miflaries, the proconful ordered him to be again brought be- 
fore them, and tormented on the rack with greater cruelty 
than before ; and afterwards to be loaded with the heavieir, 
irons, and lodged in the deepen: dungeon. 

In the mean time Julian fet out from Conftantinople for An- 
tioch, in order to prepare for his Perlian expedition. From 
Chalcedon he turned out of his road to Pefitnunte, a town in 
Galatia, there to offer facrifice in a famous temple of Cibele. 
In that town he condemned a certain cbriftian to be beheaded 
for the faith, and the martyr went to execution with as much 
joy as if he had been called to a banquet. When Julian ar- 
rived at Ancyra, St. Bafil was prefented before him and the 
crafty emperour, putting on an air of companion, faid to him : 
* c I myfelf am well fkilled in your myfreries ; and I can in- 
* c form you, that Chrift, in whom you place your truft, died 
€< under Pilate, and remains among the dead." The martyr 
anfwercd : cc You are deceived who have renounced Chrift at a 
ct time when he conferred on you the empire. But he will 
ct deprive you of it, together with your life. As you have 
<c thrown down his altars, fo will he overturn your throne : 
* c and as you have violated his holy law which you had fo often 
cc announced to the people (when a, Reader in the church) and 
<c have trodden it under your feet, your body fhall be call forth 
<c without the honour of a burial, and mall be trampled upon 
* c by men." Julian replied : " I defigned to difnrifs thee ; but 
cc thy impudent manner of rejecting my advice, and uttering 
cc reproaches againft me, force me to ufe thee ill. It is theic- 
<c fore my command, that every day thy fkin be torn off thee 
cc in feven different places till thou hail no more left." lie 
then gave it in charge to Count Frumentinus, the captain of 
his guards to fee this barbarous fen ten cc executed. The faint 

after having fullered with wonderful patience the fir ft incifions, 

defu cd 
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defired to fpeak to the emperour. Frumentinus would be him- 
felf the bearer of this meflage to Julian, not doubting but Bafil 
intended to comply and offer facrifice. Julian inftantiy ordered 
that the confeflbr fhould meet him in the temple of Efculapius. 
He there prefled him to join him in offering facrifices. But the 
martyr replied, that he could never adore blind and deaf idols* 
And taking a piece of his flefh which had been cut out of his 
body that day, and ftiJl hung to it by a bit of fkin, he threw 
it upon Julian. The emperour went out in great indignation : 
and count Frumentinus, fearing his difpleafure, ftudied how to 
revenge an infult, for which he feemed refponfable to his ma- 
iler. He therefore mounted his tribunal, and ordered the tor- 
ments of the martyr to be redoubled ; and fo deep were the in- 
cifions made in his flefh, that his bowels were expofed to view, 
and the fpeclators wept for companion. The martyr prayed 
aloud all the time, and at evening was carried back to prifon. 
Next morning Julian fet out for Antioch, and would not 
fee Frumentinus. The count refolved to repair his difgrace, or 
at leaft to difcharge his refentment by exerting his rage upon the 
fervant of Chrift. But to his thundering threats Bafil anfwer- 
ed : " You know how many pieces of flefh have been torn 
*' from my body : yet look on my fhoulders and fides : fee if 
" any wounds appear? Know that Jefus Chrift this night hath 
66 healed me. Send this news to your rriafter Juliari, that he 
u may know the power of God whom he hath forfakeh. He 
<6 hath overturned his altars, who was himfelf concealed under 
" them when he was fought for by Conftantius to be put to 
* c death. But Gcd hath difcovered to me that his tyranny 
u fhall be fhortly extinguished with his life." Frumentinus 
feemed no longer able to contain his rage, and corhmanded the 
faint to be laid upon his belly, and his back to be pierced with 
red-hot iron-fpikes. The martyr expired under thefe torments 
on the twenty-ninth of June, in 362. But his name is ho- 
noured both by the Latins and Greeks on the twenty-fecond of 
March. 

,On the fame DAY 

St. Paul, bifhop of Narbonne, C. St. Gregory of Tours in- 
forms us (1), that, he was font with other preachers from 
Rome to plant the faith in Gaul. St. Saturninus of Tou- 
loufe, and St. Dionyfius of Paris, wore crowned with^ martyrdom : 
hut St. Paul of Narbonne, St. Trophimus of Aries, St. Martial 
of Limoges, and St. Catkin of Tours, alter having founded 
thofe churches nmidil many dangers, departed in peace. St. 
IVudentius fays (2), that the name of Paul had rendered the city 
of Narbonne illuftrious. 

St. 



(1) Ilift. Franc. 1. i/c. 30. 



(?) Hymn. 4 
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St, Lea, widow. She was a rich Roman lady; after the death 
of her hufband fhe mortified her flefh by wearing rough fack-cloth, 
palTed whole nights in prayer, and by humility feemed every one' a 
menial fervant. She died in 384, St. Jerom makes an elegant 
comparifon between her death and that of Pra.textatus, a heathen, 
who was that year appointed conful, but fnatched away by death at 

the fame time. See St. jerom, Ep. 20. (olim. 24.) to Marcella, 

T. 4. p. 5 1 . Ed. Ben. 

St. Deogratias, Bifhop of Carthage, C. Genferick, the Arian 
king of the Vandals, took Carthage in 439, filled the city with 
Cruelties, and caufed Quodvultdeus, the bifhop, and many others, 
to be put on board an old leaky veflel, who notwithstanding 
arrived fafe at Naples. After a vacancy of fourteen years, in 454, 
St. Deogratias was confecrated archbifhop. Two years after, Gen- 
ferick plundered Rome, and brought innumerable captives from 
Italy, Sicily, Sardinia, and Cornea, into Africa, whom the Moors 
and Vandals ihared among them on the lhore, feparating without 
any regard or companion weeping wives from their hufbands, and 
children from their parents. Deogratias fold every thing, even the 
old and filver veffels of the church to redeem as many as polTible ; 
e provided them witli lodgings and beds, and furnifhed them with 
all fuccours, and though in a decrepid old age, vifited thole that 
•were lick every day, and often in the night. Worn out by thefe 
fatigues, he died in 457, to the inexpreiTible grief of the prifoners, 
and of his own flock. The ancient calendar of Carthage written 
in the fifth age, commemorates him on the fifth of January; but 

the Roman on the twenty-fecond of March. See St. Vi&or 

Vitenfis , 1. 1. c. 3. 

St. Catharine of Sweden, Virgin. She was daughter of Ul- 
pho, prince of Nercicia in Sweden, and of St. Bridget. The love 
of God feemed almolt to prevent in her the ufe of her reafon. At 
feven years of age fhe was placed in the nunnery of Rilberg, 
and educated in piety under the care of the holy abbefs of that 
houfe. Being very beautiful, file was, by her father, contracted in 
marriage to Egard, a young nobleman of great virtue : but the vir- 
gin perfwaded him to join with her in making a mutual vow of 
erpetual chaftity. By her difcourfes he became defirous only of 
eavenly graces, and to draw them down upon his foul more abun- 
dantly he readily acquiefced in the propolaL The happy couple 
having but one heart and one defire, by a holy emulation excited 
each other to prayer, mortification and works of charity. After 
the death of her father, St. Catharine, out of devotion to the pal- 
lion of Chrift:, and to the relicks of the martyrs, accompanied her 
mother in her pilgrimages and practices of devotion and penance. 
After her death at Rome, in 1373, Catharine returned to Sweden, 
and died abbefs of Vat/.ten, on the twenty-fourth of March, in 
1 381. For the laft twenty-live years of her life flic every day pu- 
rified her foul by a facramental confeilion of her fins.- - Sec her 
life written by Ulpho, a Brigittinc friar, thirty years after her death. 
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St. TURIBIUS, Archbiftiop of Lima, 

Confeffor. 

From bis life by F. Cyprian de Her r era, dedicated to popv Clement 

X. and the a els of bis canonization, 

A. D. 1606. 

ST. Toribio or Turibius Alphonfus Mogrobejo was fecond 
fon to the lord of Mogrobejo, and born in the kingdom of 
Leon, on the fixteenth of November, in 1538. From his in- 
fancy he difcovered a ftrong inclination to piety, and in his 
childhood it was his delight at times of recreation to ere6i and 
adorn altars, and to ferve the poon He trembled at the very 
fliadow of fin. One day feeing a poor pedlar woman angry 
becaufe fhe had loft fomething out of her pack, he moft mov- 
ingly intreated and exhorted her, that fhe would not offend 
God by paflion, and in order to appeafe her, gave her the value 
of her Jofs, which he had begged of; his mother for that pur- 
pofe. He was very devout to the Blefled Virgin, faid every 
day her office and Rofary, and faftcd every Saturday in 
her honour. Whilft at fchool he ufually gave part of his 
(lender dinner to the poor, and was fo much addicted to faffing 
that his fupcriours were obliged, by ftric~f. commands, to com- 
pel him to moderate his aufteritics. He began his higher ftu- 
dics at Valladolid, but completed them at Salamanca. He was 
introduced early to the notice of king Philip JL honoured by 
him with feveral dignities, and made prefidcnt or chief judge 
at Granada, This office he difcharged during five years with 
fo much integrity, prudence and virtue, that the eyes of the 
whole kingdom were fixed on him, and his life in the world 
Was a holy novicefhip to the pafroral charge. The preffing 
ncce/Jities of the infant church of Peru required a prelate who 
inherited, in a diflinguiflicd manner, the fpirit of the apoitles * 
*nd the archbifhoprick of Lima falling vacant, Turibius waa 
unanimoufly judged the perfon of all others the be ft qualified u% 

ke an apoftlc of fo Jargc a country^ and to remedy the fcandak 

which 
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which ob/lrucled the converfion of the infidels. The king 
readily nominated him to that dignity, and all parties concerned 
applauded the choice, Xuribius was thunderftruck at this un- 
expected news, and had no fooner received the meilage, but he 
caff, himfelf on the ground at the foot of his crucifix, praying 
with many tears that God would deliver him from fo heavy a 
burden, which he thought abfolutely above his ftrength. He 
wrote the moft urgent letters to the king's council, in which, 
he pleaded his incapacity, and other impediments, and laid 
great ftrefs on the canons which forbia laymen to be promoted 
to fuch dignities in the church. This humility it was that ob- 
tained the fuccour of heaven by which he performed wonders 
in the fervice of fouls. Being compelled by obedience to ac- 
quiefce, he at length tefHfied his fubmifiion by falling on his 
knees and kifling the ground. 

After a fuitable preparation he received the four minor or- 
ders on four fucceiTIve Sundays, the better to difpofe himfelf 
for the functions of each 3 and after pafllng through the other 
orders he was confecrated bifhop. Immediately after which he 
fet out for Peru, and landed at Lima, in the year 1581, of his 
age the forty third. That diocefe is extended 130 leagues 
along the coaft, comprifing three cities, and many towns and 
villages with innumerable cottages fcattered over two ridges 
of the mountains of the Andes, efteemed the higheft and the 
moft rugged in the whole world. Some of the European ge- 
nerals who firft invaded that country, were men who feemed 
to meafure every thing by their infatiable avarice and ambition, 
and had fo far ioft all fentiments of humanity towards the poor 
favages that they defcrvcd the name rather of tyrants and plun- 
derers than of conquerours. Civil wars and diflcntions com- 
pleted the misfortune of that country, and covctoufnefs, cruelty, 
treachery, fraud and debauchery feemed triumphant. Nor were 
the repeated orders of the Spanifh court able to redrefs thefe 
evils. The fiVht of thefe diiorders moved the good paftor often 
to tears, but his prudence and zeal overcame all difficulties, ex- 
tirpated publick icaridals, and made that kingdom a flourlfhing 
portion of the chriflian church. Upon his arrival he imme- 
diately began a vifitation of his vaft diocefe : an undertaking of 
incredible fatigue, and attended with many dangers. Ho.olreii 
crept over the flcepett and moft rugged mountains, covered vvuh 
ice or (now, to vifit fome poor hut of Indians, and give them 
fuitable comfort and inftruclion. He travelled often on foot, 
and fbmefiiTKu barefoot, and by failing and prayer never coaled 
to implore the divine mercy for the fajvatiou of the fouls com- 
mitted to his chaige. He placed every where able and y-enlous 

pultun-, and (00k care that no one in the moft icinote corners 

vi 
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of the rocks fhduld be left deflltute of the means ' of iriftmaioit 
and: of the benefit of the facraftterits. To fetde and maintain 
di (tip-line- he appointed diocefatf fyriods to' be held, every 
two years, and provincial fynods every lev en ; and was 
vigilant and fevere in chaftifing the leaft fcandal, efpecially 
of avarice, in the clergy . Without reipecT: of perfons he 
reproved injuftices and vice, arid* made u(e of all the means 
which his authority put into his hands, to check the infb- 
lence of publick dinners, and to protect the poor from op- 
pression. Many of the firft conquerors and goverriotirs of Pe- 
ru, before the arrival of the moft virtuous viceroy' Francis of 
Toledo, were men who often iacrificed every thing to their 
pailions, and for their private erids. From fonie of thefe the 
faint ftiffered many perfections-, arid was often thwarted by therh," 
in the difcharge'of his duty. Brut- by the arms of meeknefs and 
patience he overcame all affronts and injuries,with an invincible ' 
conftancy he' maintained the rights of juftrce and truth. He . 
fliewedthat many finners mifconftrued the law of God to make".* 
it-favour their paflions • but, that? as Tertullian obferves, "ChrHfc ' 
calls himfelf 'the truth, not cuftbm," and will Weigh bur .actions 
not in the faife'bal lance of the world, but in the true ifcales of the ' 
fan£hiar.y. Thus he extirpated the mod inveterate .a btifes (a), 
and eftabliflleVl' with fo great fervour the pujre 7 maxims of the 
gdfpel, as t6 revive in many, the .'primitive ipirit bf ctfriflianity. 
To extend and- perpetuate : 'th , e L advantages of tdlgtb% which ' 
Vox; I. Mm by 

(a) The Indians were infa- ; . dared the Indians. free, .: and for- 

mous for their debaucheries, and bad ' the Spaniards to ^employ . 

became fd fond of Spanifh wines ■ > them in carrying burdens, or., to: , 

after having' once 'tailed them, ", ufif.a flick or whip in chaftifang. 

that to purcjt'afe a ffnaIl J quantity ;. : them- 1 The emperour Charles ; 

they would' give all" their gold; V, was prevailed upon to fend . 

and were never fober as long as 5 into America fevcre orders and 

they had wine to drink. 1 But regulations in their favour; but 

their crimes, which juilly pro- to very little effccl. ' The officers 

voked the anger of heaven, could who affumcd the haughty tides 

not juilify the cruelty of their of conquerors of Mexico and 

European enemies, in whom Peru would not be 

avarice fcemed ">" Have extin- Bartholomew dc las Calas, a , 

guiflicd the fefui rv-ms both ' of Dominican, and bilhop of Clria- 

hu inanity and religion. The pa, in New Spain, made four 

miflionary prieits endeavoured in fruitlefs voyages into Caftillc to 

vain to put a Hop to .the, outrages plead the caufe of the poor In- 

of their countrymen*' V' and the dians ; he obtained ample re- 

J)omiuicans carried repeated com- 'fcripts from the king, and was 

plaints againft them to the kings conititutcd by him proteclor go- 

of Spain, At their rcmonflrancc9 neral of the Indians in America. 

Ferdinand, king of CaJHUc, dc- Hut thefe expedient* proved too 

weak 
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by his zeal he had procured, he filled this country with femi- 
naries, churches and many hofpitals $ but would never fuffer 
his own name to be recorded in any of his munificent charities 
or foundations. When he was at Lima, he every day vifited 
feveral hofpitals, comforted and exhorted the jfick, and admi- 
raftered the facraments. When a peftilence, though that cala- 
mity is feldom known in Peru, raged in fome parts of his dio- 
cefe, Turibius diftributed his own neceflaries in relieving the 
afflicted : he preached penance, becaufe fins are the caufe of 
chafHfements, and infinitely the worft of evils. He walked in 
the proceflions bathed with tears, with his eyes always fixed on 
a crucifix, and offering himfelf to God for his flock 5 failed, 
watched, and prayed for them, without intermifiion, till God 
was pleafed to remove his fcourge. 

Nothing gave the faint fo much pleafure as the greateft la- 
bours and dangers to procure the leaft fpiritual advantage to one 
foul. Burning with the moft vehement defire of laying down 
his life for his flock, and of fuffering all things for Him who 
died for us, he feared no dangers. When he heard that poor 
Indians wandered in the mountains and deferts he fought them 
out ; and to comfort, inftrudr. or gain one of them he often fuf- 
fered incredible fatigues and dangers in the wilderneifes, and 
boldly travelled through the haunts of lions and tygers. He 
fpent feven years in performing his firfl vifitation : his fecond 

employed him four years, but the third was fhorter. He con- 
verted 

weak againft men that were niards, and animated them ex- 
armed. He therefore re/igned ceedingly in their revolt. But 
his bifhoprick into the hands of the crimes of fome ought not to 
the pope in 1 5 5 1 , and returned be imputed to a nation: and 
into the convent of his Order at the fame country which gave 
Valladolid j where he wrote his birth to fome mongers was moft 
books, On the deftruftion of the fruitful in faints, and produced 
Indians by the Spaniards : and On the moft zealous apoftles and de- 
the tyranny of the Spaniards in the fenders of the Indians. The 
Indies, both dedicated to king great principle which las-Cafas 
Philip II. The archbiftiop of defended in the emperour's coun- 
Seville, and the univerfities of cil, and in his writings, was, 
Salamanca and Alcala forbad the that the conquered Indians could 
ampreflion of the anfwers which not without injuftice be made 
fome wrotu to defend the Spanifti flaves to the Spaniards, which 
governours, on principles repug- the king's council and the divines 
jiant to the law of nature and of agreed to. with regard to thole 
nations. Thcfe books of las- who had not been taken armed 

Cafas being tranflated into French in juft wars. See the hi- 

were fcattered among the people itory of the ifle of S. Domingo, 

in the Low-Countries, who had by J\ Charlevoix* 

taken up arm? ajjainft the Spa- 
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verted innumerable infidels and left every where monuments of 
his charity. In travelling, he either, prayed., os difcourfed on 
heavenly things. On his arrival at a place, itrtvas his cuflom 
to repair firft to the church to. pray before the altar. To cate- 
chife the poor, he would fometimes flay two or three days in 
places where he had neither bed nor any kind of food. He 
vifited every part of his vaft diocefe: and when others fug- 
gefted to him the dangers that threatened him from rocks, pre- 
cipices, marfhes, rivers, robbers and favages, his anfwer was 
that Chrift came from heaven to fave man, we ought not 
therefore to fear dangers for the fake of immortal glory. He 
preached and catechifed without intermiflion, having for this 
purpofe learned in his old age all the various languages of the 
barbarous nations of that country. Even on his journies he 
faid mafs every day with wonderful fervour and devotion. He 
always made a, long meditation before and after it, and ufually 
went to confellxon every morning ; though they who beft knew 
his interiour, teftified, that they were perfuaded he had never 
in, his whole life forfeited his baplifmal innocence by any mortal 
fin. He feemed to have God and the divine honour alone be- 
fore his eyes in all his words and actions, fo as to give little or 
no attention to any thing elfe 5 by which means his prayer was 
perpetual. He retired in private to" that exercife often, in the day, 
and for a long time together. In it his countenance feemed 
often to mine with a divine light. The care with which he 
ftudied to difguife and conceal his great mortifications and 
works of piety was the proof of his fincere humility. His mu- 
nificence in relieving the poor of every clafs, efpecially thofe 
who were toobafhful to make their neceffities publickly known, 
always exhaufted his revenues. The decrees of his provincial 
councils are monuments of his zeal, piety, learning and dif- 
cretion : they have been ever fince efteemed not only in the 
New world, but alfo in Europe, and at Rome itfelf, as oracles. 
The flourifhing ftate of the church of Peru, the great num- 
bers of faints and eminent paftors with which it abounded, and 
the eftabJHhment of innumerable feminaries of piety and learn- 
ing, and hofpitals for the poor were the fruit of his zeal. If 
he did not originally plant the faith, he was at leaft the great 
propagator of it, and the chief infirumcnt of God in removing 
fcandals and advancing true piety in that vaft country, which 
till then had been a land of abominations ; whilft Francis of 
Toledo, the great viceroy, firft fettled the civil government 
in peace and tranquility by faJutary laws, which have procured 
him the title Of the Legislator of Peru. St. Turibius, in the 
fixty-cighth year of his age, in 1606, during the viiitation of 
his diocefe, fell lick at Santa, a town no leagues diftant 

Mm 2 from 
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frorh Lima. He foretold his death, and ordered him to be re- 
warded who fiiould bring him the fir ft account from his phy- 
iiciari, that his recovery was defpaired of. The ardour of his 

faith,' his hope, his love of his Creator and Redeemer, his re- 
fignation and perfect facrifice of himfelf, gathered ftrength in 
the . fervent exercifes and a fpi rations which he repeated almoffc 
without ceafirig in ; tiis iUnefi. By his laft will he ordered what 
he had about him to be diftributed among his fervants, and 
whatever el fe he other wife poflefled to be given to the poor. 
He would be carried to the church, there to receive the holy 
ViaticUni : but received extreme-unftion in his fick bed. He 
often repeated thofe words of St. Paul : / dejire to he dijfolvedy 
and to be with Chrift. And in his laft moments he ordered to 
be Gin g by bis; bed fide thofe of the Pfalmift : I rejoiced in the 
things- that were faid to me : %ue Jhall go into the houfe of the Lord. 

He oied 'on the twenty- third of March repeating thole other 
words of the farne prophet : Into thy hands I commend my fpir it. 
His body being tranflated the year after to Lima, was \ found 
urrcorrupt, the" join t& ' flexible, and the ikin fbft. His hlftorian 
and the a£bs of the 'canonization mention many lick reftored to 
their health,' and a girl raifed to life by him whilft he was 
living : alfo many miracles wrought through his interceflion af- 
ter' his death. He w&s folemnly canonized by pope BehediQ: 
XIII. in 1726. ' ' 

- On the fame DAY 



SS. Victorian, proconful of Carthage and others, martyrs un- 
der the Vandals! • Huherick, the Arian' king of the Vandals in 
Africa, fucceeded his father Genferick in 477. He behaved him- 
felf atfirft with moderation towards the catholicks, fo that they be- 
gan to hold their aflemblies in thofe places where they had been 
prohibited by^ Genferick : but in 480, he began a grievous perfe- 
ction of 'the clergy arid holy virgins, which, in 484, becarrje gene- 
ral, and dccafioned 4 vafif numbers of trie catholicks being put to 
death. Vi&oriarjv a citizeri of Adrumclurnj one of the principal 
lords of the kTrY&dorh,- had been made by' him gbvernoiifr of, Car- 
thage with the Roman title of Proconful. He was 1 the wealthieft 
fubjecl the king had; 1 who placed great Confidence in him, and he 
had ever behaved with an inviolable fidelity.' The king after' he 
had publifhed his] cruel edi&s, fent a lneflage to the proc6nful in the 
moil obliging terms, promifing if he would conform to his religion, 
and execute his orders, to heap on hirn the grcatcfl: wealth, ?(nd the 
higheit honours which' it was in the power of a prince to bellow. The 
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may condemn me to the flames; or to wild behlVs, or to any 
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** torments: but I lhall never con fen t to renounce the catho. lick 
church in which I have been baptized. Even if there were no 
other life after this I would never he ungrateful and perfidious 
" to God, who hath granted me; the happinefs of knowing him, 
** and who hath bellowed on me his moft precious graces. 1 ' The 
tyrant became furious at this,anfwer.: nor can the r tortures, be ima- 
gined which he caufed the faint to endure. Victorian fuffered them 
with joy, and amidft them finiflied his glorious martyrdom. The 
Roman martyrology- joins with him on this day four others who 
were crowned in the fame perfecution. Two brothers of the city 
of Aquas-regia? in the province of Byzacena, were apprehended for 
the, faith, and conducted to Tabaiain the fame province. They had 
promifed each other if pofiible to die together; and they begged it 
of God as a favour, that they might both fufFer the fame torments. 
The perfecutors hung them in the air with great weights at their 
feet. One of them under the excefs of pain, begged to be taken 
down for a little eafe. His brother, fearing this deilre of eafe might 
by degrees move him to deny his faith, cried out from the rack 
on which he was hanging : " God forbid, dear brother, that you 
44 mould afe fuch a thing. Is this what we promifed to Jefus 
* c Chrift ? Should not I accufe you at his terrible tribunal ? 
Have you forgotten what we have fworn upon his body and 
blood, to fuffer death together, for his holy name." By thefe 
words the other was fo wonderfully encouraged that he cried out,: 
No, no; I afe not to be releafed: on the contrary, add new 
weights, if you pi eafe, inereafe my tortures, exert all your 
* f cruelties till they are exhaufled upon me." They were then 
burnt with red-hot plates of iron> and .tormented fo long and by fo 
many new engines of torture that the executioners at laft left 
them, faying : " Every body, follows their example, no one now 
" embraces our religion " This ,they faid, chiefly ,bccaufe, not- 
withflanding they had been fo ( long and fo grieypufly tormented, 
there were no fears or bruifes to be feen upon them. Two mer- 
chants of Carthage, who both bore the name of Frumentius, fuf- 
fered martyrdom about the fame time, and are joined with St Vic- 
torian in the martyrologies. Among many glorious confe/Tors at 
that time one Liberatus, an eminent phyucian, was fent intoba- 
nilhment witji his wife. He only grieved to fee his infant children 
torn from him. His wife checked his tears, by .thefe generous 
words : " Think no more of. them, Jefus Chriit, himfclf will have 
" care of them, and pro tecl: their, fouls. " Whjlfl in prifon, !he 
was tojd by the here ticks that her huiband had conformed : accord? 
ingly, when flic met him at the bar before the judge, /he upbraided 
him in open court for having bafely abandoned God : but difcoverc4 
by his anfvver that a cheat had been put upon, her to deceive h^r 
into her ruin. Twelve young children when dragged away by the 
perfecutors, held their companions by the knees till they were torn 
away by violence. They were moll cruelly beaten and feourged 
every day fpy a long time ; yet by God's. grace every one of them 
pur fevered to the end of the perfecution firm, in the faith. — SeeS* 

Victor de Perlec. Vandal. I. *?. n. 4. 
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1 

St. IREN^EUS, bifliopof Sirmium, 

Martyr. 

if 

From the original authentick a Sis of his trial in Henfchenizis^ 
Ruinart^ p. 403. TilUmont, Ti 4. p. 248. Ceillcr^ T. 3 
p. 497. 

ST. iRENiEirs, bifhop of Sirmium, capital of part of Pan- 
nonia, (now Sirmifch a village in Hungary, twenty- 
two leagues from Bud a to the fouth) in the perfecution of 
Dioclefian was apprehended and conducted before Probus, the 
governour of Pannonia, who faid to him : " The divine laws 
oblige all men to facrifice to the gods/*. Irenseus anfwered : 
* c Into hell fire (hall he be thrown, whoever fhall facrifice to 
cc the gods." Probus. iC The edicts of the mod clement 
* € emperours ordain that all facrifice to the gods, or fuffer 
€C according to law." Irenseus. * c But the law of my God 
<c commands me rather to fuffer all torments than to facrifice 
<c to the gods." Probus, " Either facrifice, or I will put 
ct you to the torture." Irenaeus. Ct You cannot do me a 
* c greater pleafure ; for by that means you will make me par- 
*' take of the fufferings of my Saviour." The proconful 
commanded him to be put on the rack ; and whilft he was 
tortured he faid to him : <c What do you fay now, Ire- 
* c naeus f Will you facrifice ?" Irenseus. " I facrifice to 
cc my God by confeffing his holy name, and fo have I always 
* c facrificed to him." All Irenaeus's family was in the utmoft 
concern for him. His mother, his wife and his children fur- 
rounded him. His children embraced his feet, crying out: 
<c Father, dear father, have pity on yourfelf and on us." His 
wife diflblvcd in tears, cart herfelf about his neck, and ten- 
derly embracing him, conjured him to preferve himfelf for her 
and his innocent children, the pledges of their mutual love. 
His mother, with a voice broken with fobs, fent forth lament- 
able cries and fighs, which were accompanied with thofe of 
their fervants, neighbours and friends ; fo that all round the 
rack on which the martyr was hanging, nothing was heard 
but fobs, groans and lamentations. Irenaeus refilled all thefo 

violent aflaults, oppofing thofe words of our Lord : If any 

one 
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one renounce me before men y I tvill renounee him before my 
Father who is in heaven. He made no anfwer to their 
preffing folicitations, but raifed his foul above all confut- 
ations of flefh and blood to him who was looking down on 
his conflict from above, waiting to crown his victory with irn- 
jnortal glory 5 and who kerned to cry out to him from his lofty- 
throne in heaven : cc Come, make hafte to enjoy me." The 
governour faid to him : " Will you be infenfible to fuch 
* c marks of tenderhefs and affecTtion ? can you fee fo many 
<c tears fhed for you without being moved ? It is not beneath 
cc a great courage to be touched with companion. Sacrifice, 
€C and do not deftroy yourfelf in the flower of your age" 
Irenaeus faid : <c It is that I may not deftroy myfelf that I re- 
<Q fufe to facrifice." The governour fent him to prifon, 
where he remained a long time, fufFering divers torments. At 
the fecond time of examination, the governour, after having 
prefled him to facrifice, afked him if he had a wife, parents 
or children alive. The faint anfwered all thefe queftions in 
the negative. 46 Who then were thofe that wept for you at 
* c your firft examination ?" Irenseus made anfwer : cc Our 
" Lord Jefus Chrift hath faid ; He that loveth father or 
mother^ wife or children^ brothers or relations^ more than. 
me> is not worthy of me. So when I lift up my eyes to 
<c contemplate that God whom I adore, and the joys he 
<c hath promifed to thofe who faithfully ferve him, I forget 
* c that I am a father, a hufband, a fon, a mailer, a frien 
Probus faid : " But you do not therefore ceafe to be fo. Sacri- 
" fice at leaft for their fakes." Irenasus replied : " My chil- 
cc dren will not lofe much by my death ; for I leave them for 
<c father that fame God whom they adore with me ; fo let 
* e nothing hinder you from executing the orders of your em- 
<c perour upon me " Probus. " Throw not yourfelf away. 
<c I cannot avoid condemning you.*' Ircnaeus. " You can- 
<c not do me a greater favour, or give me a more agreeable 
iC pleafure." Then Probus pa/Ted fentence after this manner : 
" I order that Irenaeus, for difobeying the emperour's com- 
" mands, be caft into the river (a.)** Irenaeus replied : "After 
" fo many threats I expected fomething extraordinary, and you 
" content yourfelf with drowning me. How comes this ? 
You do me an injury ; for you deprive mc of the means of 
fhewing the world how much chriftians, who have a lively 
u faith, defpife death, though attended with the mofl. cruel 
w torments." Probus enraged at this, added to the fentenca 

M m 4 that 

(«) Meaning the Bofivcthc which runs through Ssrmifch, and 
falls into thq lea five leagues lower. 
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that he fhould be firft beheaded. Irenaeus returned thanks to 
God as for a fecond victory. When arrived on the bridge 
of Diana^ from which he "was to be thrown, firipping 
off his cloaths, and lifting up his hands to ^heaven, he prayed 
thus : <c Lord Jefus Chrift, who condefcended to fuffer for the 
" falvation of the world, command the heavens, to, open, and 
" that the angels may receive the fpul of jthy fervant Irenzeus, 
*< who fuffers for thy name, and for. thy people of the cathplick 
* e church of Sirmium." Then his head being ftruck off he was 
thrown into the river on the twenty-fifth of March, on 
which day his name occurs in the Roman martyrology. He 
fuffered in the year 304. He was married before he was or- 
dained bifhop s but lived continent from that time, as the laws 
<>f the church required. 

■ 

> 

• / On the fame DAY 

* 1 * * 

• - 

St. Simon an infant, martyr at Trent. In the. year 1475, when 
the Jews of Trent (famous for the laft general council held there) 
met in their fynagogue on Tuefday,- in Holy Week, .to deliberate 
on the preparations for the approaching fcftiyal of the Pafiover, 
which fell that year on the Thurfday following, they came to a 
refolution of facrificing to their inveterate hatred .of, the chriftian 
name, fome chriftian infant on the Friday following, or Good-Fri- 
day. A J ewilh phyfician undertook to procure fuch an infant for 
the horrid purpofe. And while the chriftians werfc at the office of 
Vertebra or* Wednefday evening, he found a child called Simon, 
about 2 years old, whom by carelTes and by {hewing him a piece 
of money, he decoyed from the door of a houfe, the matter and 
miftrefs whereof were gone to church, and carried him off. On 
Thurfday evening the principal Jews ihut themfelves up, in a cham- 
ber adjoining to their Synagogue, and at midnight began their 
cruel butchery of this innocent victim. Having .flopped his mouth 
with an apron to' prevent his crying out, they made feyeral inci- 
fions in his body, gathering his blood in a bafom Some all this 
while held his arms ftretched out in the form of 'acrofs: others 
held his legs. The child being half dead they raifed him on his 
feet, and while two of them held him up by the arms, the reft 
pierced his body on all lides with their awls and bodkins. When 
they faw the child had expired, they fung round it : *' In the fame 
*' manner did we treat Jelus the God of the chriftians : thus may 
" our enemies be confounded for ever." The magiilrates and 
parents making ftric"t fearch after the loft child, the Jews hid it firft 
in a barn of hay, then in a cellar, and at laft threw it into the river. 
But God confounded all their endeavours to prevent the difcoyery 
of the faft, which being fully proved upon them with its fevcral 
circumftances, they were put to death 1 the principal adlors In' the 
tragedy being broke upon the wjieel and burnt. The fynagogue 
was dellroyed, and a chappel was. erected on the fpofc where the 

child waa martyred, God honoured this innocent victim with many 

mhacles. 
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miracles. The xelicks lie in a ftately tomb in St. Peter's church at 

Treat : and his name occurs in the Roman Martyrology See *the 

authentic!^ account- of Tiberin us the phyfician, who in/petted the 
child's body ; and the juridical A&s. 

St. , William of Norwich, M. This martyr was another 
viftim of the implacable rage of the Jews again ft our holy religion. 
He faffered in the twelfth year of his age. Having been not long 
bound an apprentice to a fanner in Norwich, a little before Eafter 
in 1137, tne Jews of that city having enticed him into their houfes, 
feized and gagged him : then they bound, mocked and crucified, 
him in derilioh of Chrift : they alfo pierced his left 'fide. On 
Ealier day they put the body into a fack, and carried it into Thorp- 
wood, now a heath, near the gates of the city, there to bury it ; but 
being difcovered left it hanging on a tree. The body was honoured 
with miracles, and in 1 144, removed into the church-yard of the 
cathedral of the tfoly Trinity by the monks of that abbey ; and 
in 1 1 50, into the choir. On the place in Thorp-wood where the 
body of the martyred child was found, a chapel was built, called 
St. William in the wood. Mr. Weever writes that, " the Jews in 

the principal cities of the kingdom, did ufe fohietimes to Ileal 
* 6 away> circumcife, crown with thorns, whip, torture, and cru- 
" cify fome neighbour's male-child, in mockery and (corn of our 

Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift." St. Richard of Pontoife in 
France was martyred by them in that manner. As alfo St. Hugh, 
(according to Matthew Paris and John Capgrave) a child crucified 
at Lincoln, in 1255. Neverthelefs it is a notorious flander of 
fome authours, who from thefe lingular and extraordinary initances- 
infer this to have, been at any time the cuflom or maxim of that 
people. The Engli/h calendars commemorated St. William on the 

24th of March.' See the Hiftory of his martyrdom and miracles 

by Thomas of Monmouth, a cotemporary monk ; alfo the Saxon 
Chronicle of the fame age, &fc. 

t ■ 

MARCH 25. 

The Annunciation of the BlelTed Virgin 

MARY. 

THIS great feftival takes its name from the happy tidings 
brought by the angel Gabriel to the BIc/Tcd Virgin Mury, 
concerning the incarnation of the Soil of God. It commemorates 
the inoft important embafly that was dVcr kiiown ; an ernbafly 
fent by the King of kings, performed by one of the chief princes 
of his heavenly court; directed, not to the kings or cmpcroura 
the c%lrth 9 but to a pcor, unknown, retired virgin, who being 

endowed 
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endowed with the moft angelick purity of foul and body, being 
withal perfectly humble and devoted to God, was greater in his 
eyes than all the fcepters in the world could make an univerfal 
monarch. The defign of this embafly is as extraordinary as 
the perfons concerned in it. It is to give a Saviour to the 
world, a victim of propitiation to the finner, a model to 
thejuft, a fon to this Virgin remaining ftijl a virgin, and a 
new nature to the Son of God, the nature of man, capable of 
fuftering pain and anguifh in order to the fatisfaction of God's 
juftice for our tranfgreflions. And the Son of God being to 
take an human body formed of her fubftance, the Holy Ghofr, 
Who by a power all divine was to her in place of a fpoufe, was 
not content to render her body capable of giving life to a Man- 
God, but likewife enriched her foul with a fulnefs of grace, 
that there might be a fort of proportion between the caufe and 
the effect, and fhe the better qualified to cooperate towards 
this myftery of fanctity. 

The angel begins his addrefs to her with Hail full of grace (i). 
This is not the firft time that angels appeared to women. But 
we find not that they were ever treated with that refpect which 
the angel Gabriel fhews to Mary. ✓ Sara and Agar were vifited 
by thefe celeftial fpirits, but not with an honour like that 
wherewith the angel on this occafion addrefles the Bleffed Vir- 
gin, faying : Hail full of grace. He confiders her as the greateft 
object among creatures of God's favour, affection and com- 
placency. He admires in her thofe wonderful effects of the 
divine liberality, thofe magnificent gifts and graces, thofe ex- 
alted virtues which have placed the very foundation of her fpiri- 
tual edifice on the holy mountains. ( 2 ), in a degree of per- 
fection furpafling that of all pure creatures. He admires that 
perfect gratitude with which flie always received God's grace, 
and her perfect fidelity in correfponding with it, and advancing 
in fanctity, by the help thereof, with a folicitude anfwerable to 
her love and gratitude, for the prefervation and increafe of fo 
ineftimablc a treafure. Full of grace. The firft encomium 
which St. John gives us of the glory of the Word made flejl) is, 
llhat he was full of grace and truth '(3). God forbid that we 
(hould fay that Mary was full of grace in the fame manner as 
her fon. For he is the very fource and origin of it, from whofe 
fulnefs all the faints, Mary not excepted, have received (4) 
whatever degree they poflefs of grace and fanctity. St. Luke 
allures us alfo, that St. Stephen was full of grace and the Holy 

Ghoft (5), but it was a fulnefs in regard to a lefs capacity, and 

in 

(1) Luke i 28. (2) Pf. 86. (3) Jo. i. 14. 

(4} Ibid, 16. (5) AcUiv. 8. 
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in relation to a lower function. Moreover to St. Stephen and 
other faints who have received large portions of heavenly grace, 
we may fay in thofe other words of the angel : You have found 
favour with God , but thofe favours, tho* very great in them- 
felves, were not to be compared with that which from all eter- 
nity was refer ved for Mary, God made the faints the objecl: 
of his gratuitous election, and he qualified them with his 
graces to be the meflengers of his Son, the preachers and wit- 
nefles of his gofpeJ ; but Mary was his choice, and was fur- 
nifhed with his graces to bear the moft illuftrious, the moft 
exalted title of honour that heaven could beftow on a pure 
creature, to conceive of her proper fubftance the divine Word 
made man. If then the grace of God fo raifes a perfon in 
worth and merit, that there is not any prince on earth who 
deferves to be compared with a foul that is dignified with the 
loweft degree of fanctifying grace ; what mall we fay or think 
of Mary, in whom the fulnefs of grace was only a prepara- 
tion to her maternity ? What fhall we think of ourfelves (but 
in an oppofite light) who wilfully expofe this greateft of all 
treafures on fo many occafions to be loft, whereas we ought 
wilfully to forego and renounce all the advantages and pleafures 
of this world, rather than hazard the lofs of the leaft degree 
of it, and be moft fervent in our fupplications to God for the 
gaining, preferving and increafing fo great a treafure : foraf- 
much as it is a pledge of God's love, a participation of his 
fpirit, and a title to the pofleflion of his heavenly kingdom. 

But who can be furprifed at thofe irieltimable treafures which 
God on this occafion, with fo- liberal a hand, beftows on 
Mary, if he confiders the purport of the following words of 
the angel to her : The Lord is with thee. He is with her in a 
manner more intimate, more perfect, and more divide, than 
he ever was or will be with any other creature. He is with 
her, not only by his eflence, by his prefence, by his power j 
for he is thus with all his creatures : He is with her, not only 
by his aclual grace touching her heart and enlightening her 
under/landing $ he is thus many times with the finner: He is 
with her, not only with his fanctifying grace, making her 
agreeable in his fight, and placing her in the number of his 
children ; he is prefent in this manner with all the juft ; He Is 
with her, not only by a fpecial protection guiding her in hi* 
ways, and lending her fecurely to the term of falvation ; this 
he does for all his el e£l: : But he is alfo with her by a fubftantfcl 
and corporeal prefence, refiding personally and really in her. 
In her, and of her fubftance is this day formed his adorable 
body j in her he repofes for nine months, with his whole divi- 
nity and humanity. 'Tis in this ineltabic maimer that he is 
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with Mary, and with none but Mary, O glorious Virgin, 
thrice happy Mother, from this fource and ocean of all grace 
'what heavenly bleHings in fb long a fpace of time muft have 
Slowed upon you ! and what honours muft be due to one fo 
nearly allied to our great Creator ! What interceffion fo pre- 
valent as that of the Mother of divine grace ! 

The angel concludes his addrefs with thefe words : Blejfed 
art thou among ivomen (6). Blejfed, as being chofen preferably to 
all of her fex, to be the glorious inftrument in the hand .of 
God for removing the maledictions laid on mankind in 
punishment of their fins, and in communicating to them the 
fource of all good. And on this accouftt it was, that ail fuc- 
ceeding generations , as me foretold of herfelf, Jhould call her 
blejfed (7) ; regarding her as the centre in which all the bleflings 
of the Old and New Teftarnent are drawn together. 

Though we are obliged to confider the eminent quality of 
Mother of God, as the fource of all the other graces beftbwed 
on the Blefled Virgin, it muft yet be owned it is Tiot the 
greateft, and that fhe was happier in loving Jefus Chrift, than 
in having conceived him and brought him forth. She is blejfed 
among women and above the reft of creatures, not precisely on 
account of her maternity, but becaufe (he received a fulnefs of 
grace proportioned to the dignity to which fhe was chbfen. 
So that according to the remark of the holy fathers, (he was 
happier for her fancSity, than for her dignity ; for her virtues, 
than for her privileges. Among her virtues, that of purity 
feems particularly deferving of notice on this folemnity, as the 
epiftle for this feftival records that memorable prophecy of 
Ifaias, That a virgin jhould conceive and bring forth a fon (8) $ 
the moft remarkable of all the figns God had promifed the 
world for making known the accompliflimerit of the myftery 
of man's redemption. And indeed right reafon feemed to 
require that me, who was to be the mother God, mould be 
of an integrity above reproach, and incapable of yielding to 
any felicitation : it was highly fit her virginity ihould be per- 
fectly pure, and removed as far as pofiible from the leaft fuf- 
picion of blcmifh. For this reafon, the moment God had 
chofen her to be his mother, he exacted from her the moft 
authentick proofs of an inviolable attachment to purity. Thus, 
it is not iii a crowd, or in idle converfation, but in a retreat, 
that the angel finds her. 'Tis not frorti, the diflraclion of 
dii'crfions and eiitertilihments that he calls ncr afidc to deliver 
his meiliige : no \ fhe is alone in her Hpiife with the door fliut - 7 
arid, as bt. Ambfbfe fays, u he muft be' an alijjcl that gets 

u eh trance 



{(>) Luke i. zS. (7) Ibid. ^8. (8) Ifai. vii. 14. 
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46 entrance there Hence, according to the fame holy 

father, it was not the angel's appearance that gave her trouble, 
for he will not have it to be doubted but heavenly villous and 
a commerce with the blefled fpiri'ts had been familiar to her. 
But what alarmed her, he fays, was the angel's appearing h\ 
human form, in the fhape of a young man. What might add 
to her fright on the occafion was his addreffing her in the ftrain 
of praife, which kind of words flattery often puts in the 
mouths of ill-defiguihg men. And how few alas ! are able to, 
withftand fuch dangers ? But Mary, guarded by her modefty, 
is in confufion at expreffions of this fort, and dreads the leaft 
appearance of deluding flattery. Such high commendations 
from one fo agreeable in his perfon makes her cautious how fhe 
anfwers, till in filence Ihe has more fully confidered of the 
matter: She revolved in her mind? fays St. Luke,' what manmt 
of falutation this Jhould he (9). Ah ! what number of innocent 
fouls have been corrupted for want of ufing the like precauti- 
ons;? Mary is retired, but how feldom now-a-days are young 
virgins content to flay at home ! Mary is lilent when com- 
manded, and anfwered not a word till fhe had well confideredi 
what fhe ought to fay : but now 'tis to be feared that young 
women never think fo little as when they are entertained with, 
flattery. Every foQthing word is but too apt to Aide from the 
ear to the heart; and who can tell what multitudes by their,,, 
unwary methods fuller Ihipwreck of their mpdefty, and theuof. 
their purity. For hpw r can this be long-lived after having loft . 
all its guardians. No, it cannot be* Unlefc a vkgin.be alfidu- 
ous in prayer and Ipiritual reading, modeftin her drefs, prudent 
and wary in her choice of company, and extremely careful in, 
the government of her eyes and tongue when Ihe happens 
to be in converfatipn with the other fex, there is but too much 
reafon to apprphenU that either her heart is already betrayed or 
in danger of being vanquifhed by the next aflault of her fpiritua^ 
enemy, A dread of, and a fpeedy flight from all dangerous-pc-. 
cafions is the only fecurity of virtue and innocence. Prefifrnp^ 
tion wants no other tempter. Even, Marv, though confirjnefi 
in grace, was only fecure by this fear and dilrruft in herfelft : 

A fecond caufe why Mary was difturbed at the words of tlje, 
angel, was, becaufe tney contained her praifes. Humble. fqylg . 
always tremble and fink with confufion in their own miosis, 
when they hear themfelves coin mended ; becaufe they, arc deep- 
ly penetrated with a fenfe of their own weaknefs and infij/ficjr 
•ncy, and they cofffider contempt as their due. They knpw 

that 

{9), Luke i. 29. 



(«) O ho(pitium folii an^clis pervitim f S. Amb, in.Lnc* 
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that the glory of all gifts belongs folely to God, an .* they juftly 
fear left the poifon of praife fhould infinuate itfelf into their 
minds ; being fenfible how infinitely dangerous honours and 
flattery are to humility. Are thefe our fentiments ? Do we 
never fpeak of ourfelves to our own advantage? Do we never 
artfully praife ourfelves or willingly lend an ear to what flat- 
terers fay to applaud us ? Are we troubled when we hear our- 
felves praifed ? What gives trouble but to too many is, . tliat 
men give them not what they take "to be their right i and that 
their prajfes equal not the notion they have framed of their me- 
rits. The high elogiums beflowed on Mary by the angel fhe 
anfwers no other wife than by a profound filence, by a faintly 
trouble of mind, which with a modeft blufli appears in her 
countenance. The angel to calm her difquiets fays to- her : 
Fear not Mary for thou haft found favour before God. He 
then informs her, that fhe is to conceive and bring forth a fon 
whofe name fhall be Jesus, who fhall be great, and the fon 
of the molt high and poflefled of the throne of David, her il- 
luftrious anceltor. Mary, who according to St. Auftin (£), 
had cohfecrated her virginity to God by vozv 9 is not at all weak- 
ened by the profpecSr. of fuch a dignity,- in her refplution of 
living a virgin: but, on the contrary, put of a juft concern to 
know how fhe may comply with the will of. God without pre- 
judice to her vow, neither moved by curiofityj nor doubting of 
the miracle or its poflibility, fhe enquires : How fhall this 
be? Ncr does , fhe give her confent till the heavenly mef- 
fcnger acquaints her that it is to be a work of the Holy Ghoft, 
who in making her fruitful will not intrench in the leaft upon 
her virginal purity, but caufe her to be a mother, ftill remain- 
ing, as fhe defires, a pure virgin. 

Moreover, had not Mary been deep rooted in humility what 
impreflion muft not thefe great promifes have made in her heart, 
at a time efpecially when the firft tranfports are fo apt to over- 
flow the foul on the {udden news of an unexpected glory. The 
world knows from too frequent experience, how frrongly the 
promife and expectation of new dignities raife the fpirits, and 
alter the words, the looks and the whole carriage of proud 
men. But Mary is ftill the Fame, or rather much more lowly 
and meek in fpirit upon the acccflion of this unparalleled dignity. 
She fees no caufe to pride herfelf in her virtues, graces and pri- 
vileges, knowing that the glory of all thefe arc due only to the 
divine authour and befiower of them. In fuhmiffion therefore 



to God's will, without any farther enquiries, flic exprcllcs her 

aflcnt 



(b) Quod profedo non diccrct niii fc virg'nem ante voviflet. h* 
dc Virg. c. 4. T, 6. p. 3*13 • 
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attent in thefe humble bUt powerful words : Behold the handmaid 
of the Lord y he it done to me according is thy word. What faith' 
and confidence does her aniwerexprefs ! What profound humility 
and perfect obedience ! She was fainted mother of God yet ufe& 
no word of digriity, but ftyles h'erielf nothing more than his 
handmaid, to be commanded and employed by him; as he fhall 
think fitteft. The world, as heaven had decreed, was not to 
have a Saviour till fhe had given her eon fern: to the angel's pro- 
pofal ; fhe gives it, and behold the power and efficacy of her 
fubmiflive Fiat ! k That moment themyftery of love and mercy 
promifed to mankind 40 oo- years before, fore told, by fo many 
prophets, defired by fo many faints, is wrought on earth : That 
moment the Word of God is for ever united to humanity, the 
foul of JefUs Gihriftj; produced from . nothing, begins to enjoy 
God, iand to 4enow all things part- pWfent, arid to come : That 
moment God; begins to have an adorer, whois infinite, and 
the world a mediator 1 wK6 is omnipotent; and to the working 
of this great ; myftery' Mary -alone is chbfen to" Cooperate By 
her free aflemV The prophets reprefefct the earth; as moved out 
of its place, and the mountains as melting away before the 
very countenance 1 'of God looking down upon the world. Nov? 
that he defcends in perfbn who would not expect that the whole 
heavens fhould be- moved ? But -another kind of appearance 
beft fuited his coming 'on this accaiion, which was with the 
view ctf curing ourpride' by his wonderful humiliations, and 
thereby repair the injury the Godhead had fuffered from our 
unjuft ufurpation, and hot td -fliew forth his grandeur and dif- 
play his all-glorious majeffy. : How far are the ways of God 
above thofe of men! how greatly does divine wifdom differ 
from human folly I how does'every circumftance in this myr 
ftery confound the pride, the - pomp and the vain titles of 
worldly grandeur," and recommend to us the love, of filenc* 
and fincere humility ! Shall the difciples of Chrift have other 

fentiments ? . * 

But what tongue can cxprefstW inward feelings and affec- 
tions which then filled the glowing heart of the moft pure Ma- 
zier of God ? What light fhonein her underftanding to pene^ 
trate the myfterics and the excefs of the unfathomed goodneft 
of God ? what ardours of holy love inflamed her will ? what 
jubilee filled her foul I Let men redeemed exult and praife, re- 
turning to God their beft homages of adoration, thankfgiving 
and love. It is for this duty that the church has appointed thi* 
prefent fettival. The triple falutation of the Bleflcd Virgin irj, 
iionpurof this myftery, cajled the Angelus Domini \ is ufually 

recited 



1 
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recited, by the faithful eve*y|..day at twelve; and : at fix o'clock 
morning and evening! for the fame intention. 

Gerfpn cries-out on this myftery : " What ought every heart 
<c to fay or think ? every reEgious, every loving and faithful 
** heart? It ought to rejoice exceedingly in,. this Angular 
€C comfort y and, to falute you with Gabriel : Q hleffed among 
" women* On this day is accomplilhed the great d.efire of the 
holy ancient patriarchs and prophets, who fo often languiflied 
to haften it, in their fighs, prayers and writings, crying 
<** out aloutl to the . defire of the eternal hills . On this^day is the 
€C Sayipur of mankind, triie God. and man, conceived in the 
* c womb of Mary- This day our Lady received a. name more 
« c fublime than; can be underftood, and the, njoft. : nQkle : of all 
<c names, potfible after that of her Son, by whiqhjftie is called 
* c *the Mpjtfier of God. On this day the greateft of ' miracles 
* c is wrought* Hear the wonders of love and;mej-cy on this 
" feftival: God is jnade man, and ipan, in the! diyine « perfon, 
cc God : , he that; is immortal is . become mortal, , and thereterr 
** rial is bprn in time. A.. virgin .is.. a mother, a.jwpraan the: 
cc mother of Gpd.3 a.crea^re ; has conceived her Creator/* St. , 
Peter Chryfologus exprelTes thpfnjits of thian^yftery asjfpl<pws: 
" One virgin fo, receives, and .contains God the Jodging.of 
her : breaft '> as .to prpp iiK^peace for, the eajth a glpry ! for-hea-? 
" yen, fajyatfon for th^.-lo^lifejor, the dfi^ m ajlianfie of 1 
thofe on eafth with the,/b]ejied;,in heaven, anxl tt\§ commereei 
pf Gbcj. with the iflpfh»(Ro) r ff..: » '. :/V . 

St, Ayftw fay^.th^ thisi 



LI 



myftery was completed on the ; 525th:. of Maxell 1). Both' 
ea^rn a^d,|Weftern churc|ies cqfebrate U >pn 1 thjs daj;, and : have 
done fo at Je.aft ever fince the ,fi$h .century. ; It isi mentioned by 
pope Geiafiys L in; 492. The r< council of Cpnftantinople, in. 
692, orders tl>e, />r^^^^«w,.-as on Gpotf-Ff iday,:to,, 
bq'faid on,, ^yAw ,»P. b ken^:,exflept , Saturdays,. -, Sundays,; ari4 
thefcaflfoF the Annunciation (12). The tenth council of Tole- 
do, in 6 5 6^. calls this folemi}ityi t The feftival of. the Mother of God 
(cj' by way pf excellence,. ^Q ?r pralfe the; diyine : gpodnefe for ' 

this incoinpVfih?nfiblc myftery.pf^thpiincarnation* UVban II. to 
the. councilor, Clermont, in IP95, ordered, the bdiltp" be rung, 
every day.fqr, the Angelical . Sa\u^t;ipn. at r m.orningy ; nobn and 
night. ..Whicjj. pvadticc of deycitipn> fevefiajLj.popefe! have re* 



com- 



(10) Scint M i4& , (u),^ ^deTrin, Sec 
I tioniaah dvs l'otcs, p. 22o, 

(c) Fcftum Santtcu Virginis Genitricis dies, fcflivitas matris . . - 
Nam ijuod teilumclt matris nifi incarnatio Vcrbi ? Cone. Tolct. X. 
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ctfmmeiwted by fet'eral indulgences,, as jdhh XXII. Calixtus 
III. PauIIIL. Alexander VII. and. Clement X. The late Be- 
nedi<ft XIII. has augmented them to thofe who at the afore- 
faid hours fhall devoutly recite this prayer kneeling. 
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St* Ju tJ D G E R, Bifliop of Munfter, 

Apoffte of Saxony. 

Firofir his m& duthetitkk lives in Mabillon Annal Bened. I. 23. n 9 

3& andT. 4. A&. Bened. p. 289; 

A . Dl 809. 

ST. I>uiK5-Ek was borri' iri Frifeland, about the year 743. 
His father y who was a nbblerrian of the firft rank in that" 
country, at the child's own requeft, committed him very 
young to the care of St, Gregory,- the difciple of St. Boniface, 
and; his fuccelTbur in the government of the fee of Utrecht, 
Ludger had the happinefs to havefeen that holy martyr, and 
received' from hi rfl ftrong impreflions of virtue, Gregory edu- 
cated him in his rrionaftery, and admiring his progrefs in learn- 
ing and piety, gave him the clerical tonfute. Ludgef defirous 
of farther improvement* palled over into England ; and fpent 
fotfr years and* a halfc., under Alciiin, who was reclor of a famous 
fcHool at York. He was careful to employ his whole time in 
the exercifes of piety, and the ftudy of the holy fcriptures and 
fathers. In 773, he returned home, and St. Gregory dying in 
776, his fucceflbur Alberick compelled our faint to receive the 7 
holy order of priefthood, and employed him for fevcral years : 
in preaching the word of God in Frifeland, where he con- 
verted great numbers both among the pagans and vicious chri- 
ftians, founded 1 feveral monaituries and built many churches. 
This was the ftatc of affairs when the pagan Saxons ravaging 
the country obliged him to leave Frifeland. Whereupon he 
travelled to Rome to confult pope Adrian IT. what courfc to 
take,. and what bethought God required of him. lie then re- 
tired for three years and a half to Mount Caflino, where he 
wore the habit of the Order, and conformed to the practice of 
Vol. I. ' N n the 
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the rule during his flay, but made no religious vows. In 
787, Charlemagne overcame the Saxons and conquered Frife- 
land, and the coaft of the Germanick ocean as far as Den- 
mark. Ludger hearing that by this revolution the miffion was 
again opened, returned into eaft Frifeland, where he converted 
the Saxons to the faith j as he alfo did the province of Sudergou, 
now called Weftphalia. He found«d the rrionaftery of Wer- 
den (a), in the county of La Mark, twenty-nine miles from 
Cologne. His old matter Akuin being come into France made 
his merit known to the emperour Charlemagne. In 802, 
Hildebald, arctibifhop of Cologne, not regarding his ftrenuous 
refiftance, ordained him bifhop of Mimigardeford (or ford of 
the river Mimigard) a city which afterwards changed this name 
for that of Munfter, from the great monaftery of regular canons 
which St. Ludger built there, to ferve for his cathedral. He 
joined to his diocefe five cantons of Frifeland which he had 
converted, and alfo founded the monaftery of Helmftad, after- 
wards called Ludger- Cloofter, or Ludger's cloifter in the dut- 
chy of Brunfwick. 

He was very learned in the holy fcriptures, and read daily 
lectures thereon to his difciples. He fafted and watched much, 
and always wore a hair-fhirt, but fecretly, fo that no one knew 
of it till a little before his death. He eat fome flefh at certain 
times, chiefly to conform to others, but always obferving a Uriel: 
temperance. When invited to any entertainment, his difcourfe 
the whole time was on religious fubjedls, and he withdrew im- 
mediately after. To the poor he was affable and courteous, 
but firm and rcfolute to the proud rich. He exerted an epifco- 
pal vigour againft impenitent finners, and refufed all manner of 
prefents from an inceftuous lady, and at length excommunicated 
her. Except what was abfolutely neceflary for his fubfiftence 
he employed the revenues of his own eftate and thofe of his 
bifhoprick in charities. He was accuf'ed to the emperour Charle- 
magne among other things of wafting his income and neglecting 
the embcllifliment of churches within his jurifdiclion. And 
this prince, who loved to fee churches magnificent, giving ear 
to the information, ordered him to appear at court. The 
morning after his arrival, the cmpcrour's chamberlain brought 
him word that his attendance was required. The faint being 
then at his prayers, told the officer that he would follow him as 
foon as he had finifhed them. He was feat for three fcveral 



times before he was ready, which the courtiers reprefented as a 

contempt of his majefly j and the emperour, with fome emotion, 

afked 



Some have by miftsikc den or Werden beyond the Wc- 
onfounded this place with 1 ; cj> lcr. 
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aflced him why he had made him wait fo long, though he had 
fent for him fo often. The bifliop anfwered, that though he 
had the moft profound refpect for his majefry, yet God was 
infinitely above him ; that whilft we are occupied with him it 
is our duty to forget every thing elfe $ and that in this he judged 
he had rather obeyed than neglected his majeiry's orders, who 
when he was chofen bifhop, had recommended to him ever to 
prefer the fervice of God to that of men. This anfwer made 
fitch an impreffion on the emperour in ~ favour of the farnt, 
that he looked upon it as a com pleat j unification of his conduct 
as to every particular that had been laid to his charge : he ac- 
cordingly difmifled him with honour, and difgraced his accufers. 
The faint took this liberty with a religious prince, that he might 
condemn the lloth of many who fuffer diftracUons or earthly 
trifles to interrupt their commerce with God j but they who 
leave prayer for neceflary works of charity or obedience, find 
God ftill in the exercife of thofe virtues. St. Ludger required 
fo devout an attention at divine fervice, that being at prayers 
one night with his clergy, and one of them Hooping down to 
mend the fire and hinder it from fmoaking, the faint after 
prayer feverely rebuked him for it, and inflicted on him a pen- 
nance for fome days. St. Ludger was favoured with the gifts 
of miracles and prophecy. He foretold the invafions of the 
Normans from Denmark and Norway, and what ravages they 
would make in the French empire, and this at a time when 
there was not the leaft apprehenfion of any fuch thing. Hia 
great zeal inclined him to go and preach the faith to thefe nor-, 
thern nations, but the king would not allow of it. His Iaft fick- 
nefs, though violent, did hot hinder him from continuing his 
functions to the very laft day of his life, which was Paflion- 
Sunday, on which day he preached very early in the morning, 
faid mafs towards nine, arid preached again before night, fore- 
telling withal to thofe that.wenj :.haut him, that he lhould die 
the following night; and fixing upon a place in his monaftery 
of Werden where he chofe to he interred. He died accord- 
ingly on the twenty-fixth of March, at midnight. His relicka 
aae ftill kept at Werden. 

On the fame DAY 

St. Braumo, Bifliop of Saragofa, C. He held that fee twenty 
years, dying in 646, was the jn'eat affiflant of St. lfidore of Se- 
ville in fettling the difcipline of the church of Spain, and is one? 
of thofe holy pallors to whofe v.cn), learning and labours it has al- 
ways profefled itfelf much indebted. He has left us two letters to 
St. lfidore* an elogium of that faint, and a catalogue of his works; 

alfo an hymn in lambick verfe in honour of St. iimilian, and the 

N n 2 hf» 
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life of that feryant of God*. whQ J*ftsr : Hviog long^ herimti wa* 
called to ferve ^ parifh in the : 4iocefe of Tarragon, wh&re. a- famous 
monaftery, now bears his. nwne.. 
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St., JOHN of Egypt, Hermit. 

Rufinusy or rather Evagrius who wrote the fecond ; hook, of 
the lives of the fathers \ and from Palladia* in his Laujiaca • 
the two lajl had often feen him. jilfo St. Jerom, Su Jug. 
CaJJian^ Jsfr, See Tillemonty T\ 10. p. 9. See aljoffie TVonders 
of God in. th'e,wildernefsy p. 160. 

A. D. 494. 

ST. * John was born about the year 305^ was of" a mean e*- 
' tra&ion, and brought up to the -trade of a carpenter. At 
twenty-five years of age' he forfook the world, and put hinifelf 
under the guidance ana d ire&ion , of ' an ancient holy anchoret 
with fuch an extraordinary humility and fimplicity that ftruck 
the venerable old man with admiration \ who inured him to 
obedience by making him water a dry ftick for a whole year as 
if it were a live plant, and perform feveral other things as 
feerningly ridiculous, all which he execute^ with the utmojff* fi- 
delity. To the faint's humility and ready obedience Caffian(i) 
attributes the extraordinary gifts, he afterwards received from 
God. He feerns to have lived about twelve years with this old 
man, till his death, and about four more in different neigh- 
bouring monafteries. 

Being about forty years of age, he retired alone to the top 
of a rock, of very difficult afcent, near Lycopolis (a). His cell 
he walled up, leaving only a little window through which he 
received all ncccflaries, and fpoke to thofe who vifited him, 
what might be for their fpiritual comfort and edification. Du- 
ring five days in the week he convcrfed only with God : but 
on Saturdays and Sundays all but women had free accefs to him 

for 

1 

(1) Coll. b. 4. c. zi. p. 81. 



(<?} A city in the north of Thebaic, in Egypt 



March zp. St. J O H N of -Egypt. 53.7 

for his inftra&ions anil fpiritual advice. He never eat till after fun 6 - 
fet, and then very fparingly ; but never any thing that had been 
•drefled by fire, not £0 much as bread;. In this manner did he live 
from the fortieth or forty- fee ond to the ninetieth year of his age. 
For the reception of fuch as came to him from remote parts he 
jpermitted a kind of hofpkal to be buiJt near his cell or grotto, 
where fome of hisdifciples took care of them. He was illuftrious 
for -miracles and a wonderful fpirit of ,prophecy, with the power 
of difcovering to thdfe that came to fee him their moft fecret 
thoughts and hidden fins. And fuch was the fame of his predic- 
tions, afnd the luftre of his miracles which he wrought on the 
'lick by fending them fome oil which he had blefled, that they 
drew the admiration of the whole world upon him. 

Xheodofius the Elder was then emperour, and was attacked 
*by the tyrant Maximus become formidable by the fuccefs of 
his arms ; having flain the emperour Gratian in 383, and de- 
throned Valentin i an in 387. The pious emperour, finding his 
army much inferiour to that of his adversary, caufed this fervant 
of God to be confulted concerning the fiiccefs of the war againft 
Maximus. Our faint foretold him that he fhould be victorious 
almoft without blood. The emperour full of confidence in the 
prediction, marched into the Weft, defeated the more nume- 
rous armies of Maximus twice in Pannoniaj crofted the Alps, 
took the tyrant in Aquileia, and fuffered his foldiers to cut off 
his head. He returned triumphant to Conftantinople, and 
attributed his vi&ories very much to the prayers of St. John, 
who alfo foretold him the events of his other wars* the incur- 
fions of barbarians and all that was to befall his empire* Four 
years after, in 392, Eugenius, by the affiftance of Arbogaftes, 
who had murdered the emperour Valentinian the Younger, 
ufurped the empire of the Weft. Theodofius fent Eutropius 
the Eunuch into Egypt, with inftru&ions to bring St. John with 
him to Conftantinople, if it was poflxble \ but that if he could 
not prevail with him to undertake the journey, to confult whe- 
ther it was God's will that he ftiould march againft Eugenius, 
or Wait his arrival in the Eaft. The man of God excufed him- 
felf as to his journey to court, but allured Eutropius that his 
prince ftiould be victorious, but not without loft and blood : as 
alfo that he would die in Italy, and leave the empire of th« 
Weft to hi:; fon j all which happened accordingly. Theodofius 
marched againft Eugenius, and in the firft engagement loft ten 
thoufand men, ana was almoft defeated : Cut renewing the 
battl* on the next day, the fixth of September, in 394, he 
gained an entire victory by the miraculous interpolation of hea- 
ven, as even Claudian, the heathen poet, acknowledges. Theo- 
dofius died in the Weft, on the feventccnth of January in 395, 

N n 3 leaving. 
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leaving his two fons cmperours, Arcadius in the Eafr, and Ho- 
norius in the Weft. 

This faint healed the fick by fending them oil he had blefied 
by which he reftored fight to afenator's wife. It being his in- 
violable cuftom never to admit any woman to fpeak to him, 
this gave occafion to a remarkable incident related by Evagrius, 
Palladius and St. Auftin in his treatife of Care for the dead. A 
certain general officer in the emperour's fervice vifiting the faint 
conjured him to permit his wife to fpcak to him ; for fhe was 
come to Lycopolis, and had gone through many dangers and 
difficulties to enjoy that happinefs. The holy man anfwered, 
that during his ftridter enclosure for the I ait forty years fince he 
had fhut himfelf up in that rock, he had impofed on himfelf an 
inviolable rule not to fee or converfe with women ; fo he defired 
to be excufed the granting her requeft. The officer returned to 
Lycopolis very melancholy. His wife, who was;a : perfon of 
great virtue, was not to be fatisfied. The hufband went back 
to the blefied man, told him that fhe would die of grief if he 
refufed her requeft.' The faint faid to him : <c Goto your wife, 
<c and tell her that fhe fhall fee me t6-night without coming 
* c hither or ftirring out of her houfe." This anfwer he carried 
to her, and both were very earneft to know in what manner 
the faint would perform his promife.' When fhe was afleep in 
the night, the man of God appeared to her in her dream, and 
faid : tc Your great faith, woman,' obliged me to' cc>rne to vifit 
■ 4€ you ; but I ' muft admonifh you to curb the like defires of 
<c feeing God's fervants on earth. Contemplate only 'their life 
tc and imitate their actions. As for me, why did you defire to 
cc fee me ? Am i a faint or a prophet like God's true fervants ? 
<6 I am a finful'and weak man, It is therefore only, in virtue 
<c of your faith that I have had recourfe to our Lord who 
<e grants you the cure of the corporal difcafes with which you 
<c are afflicted. Live always in the fear of God, and never 
44 forget his benefits." He added feveral proper inftrudtions 
for her condudl: and disappeared. The woman awaking de - 
fcribed to her hufband the pcrfan fhe had feen in her dream, 
with all his features in fuch a manner as to leave nd room to 
doubt but it was the blefied man that had appeared to her. 
Whereupon he returned the next day to give him thanks for 
the fatisfadlion he had vouchfafed his wife. But the faint on 
his arrival prevented him, faying: "T have fulfilled your defire, 
* c I have feen your wife, and fatisficd her in all things fhe had 
* c afked : go in peace." The officer received his behedidtion, 
^and continued his journey to Syene. What the man of God 
foretold happened to him, as, among other things, that he fhould 

feceive particular honours from the empcrour. Beudes the 

authour* 
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authours of the faint's life, St. Auftin relates this hlttory which 
he received from a nobleman of great integrity and credit, who 
had it from the very perfons to whom it happened. St. Auftin 
adds, had he feen St. John he would have enquired of him, 
whether he him felf really appeared to this woman, or whether 
it was an angel in his fhape, or whether the vifion only pafled 
in her imagination (2). 

In the year 394, a little before the faint's death, he was vi-» 
fited by Palladius, afterwards biftop of Helenopolis, who is 
one of the authours of his life. Several anchorets of the de- 
ferts of Nitria, all ftrangers, the principal of whom were Eva- 
grius, Albinus, Arnmonius, had a great defire to fee the faint. 
Palladius, one of this number, being young, fet out firft in 
July, when the flood of the Nile was high. Being arrived at 
his mountain, he found the door of his porch fhut, and that 
it would not be open till the Saturday following. He waited 
that time in the lodgings of ftrangers. On Saturday at eight 
o'clock Palladius entered' the porch, and faw the faint fitting 
before his window, and giving advice to thofe who applied to 
him for it. Having faluted Palladius by an interpreter, he 
afked him of what country he was, and what was his bufmefs, 
and if he was not of the company or monaftery of Evagrius : 
Palladius owned he was. In the mean time arrived Alypius, 
governour of the province in great hafte. The faint on the 
arrival of Alypius broke off his difcourfe with Palladius, who 
withdrew to make room for the governour to difcourfe with the 
faint. Their con verfation was very long, and Palladius being 
Weary, murmured within himfelf againft the venerable old man, 
as guilty of exception of perfons. He was even juft going 
away, when the faint, knowing his fecret thoughts', fen t Theodo- 
rus his interpreter to him, faying : " Go, bid that brother not 
* c to be impatient : I am going to difmifs the governour, and 

then will fpeak to him. 3 ' Palladius, aftoniflicd that his 
thoughts mould be known to him, waited with patience. As 
foon as Alypius was gone, St. John called Palladius, and /aid 
to him : " Why was you angry, imputing to me in your mind 
4< what I vvas no way guilty of? To you I can /peak at any 
* 4 other time, and you have many fathers and brethren to com- 
* c fort and dire£t you in the paths of falvation. But this go- 
* c vernour being involved in the hurry of temporal affairs, and 
46 being come to receive fome wholefome advice during the 
" fhort time his affairs will allow him to breathe in, how 
* £ could J give you the preference ?" He then told Palladius 
what pafled in his heart and his fecret temptations to quit 

N n 4 hi« 



(2) S. Aug. 1. pro Cur. de mortals, c, 17. p. 294. 
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his folitude ; for j^hicji t euid t tl^ jiepi! j^rjeflTent^d jfco feim fcfc fa- 
ther's regret for bis a bfciace, .and t^af h^e Jmight firyjwe fcis fcrp^er 
and fifter to embrace a fplitary li/e. Tlpe ^o>ly man bad him $e- 
fpife fuch fuggeftipris 3 for they .had both alrqady renounce^ .tj*e 
lyorld, and hjs father would yet live /even yeax^. He foretold 
him that he fhould rn^et with great perfecutipr*s ; a.n,d Offering* 
and fliould be a bifhop, but with many affli^ons : all which 
came to pafs, tjhougfy .at that j^ras extremely improbable. 

The fame' year St. Pe,trpnius, vy,itb fix other rapnfcs, made a 
Jong jpurney to pay St. John a yifit. fte a^ked them if aj?y 
arnongft thern was in holy .orders. They dfaid : No. Qne 
hpwever, the youngeft in the cprrmany, was a dejaqofl, though 
this was unknown' .to the reft. The faint by divine mftindfc 
knew this circumftance, and that the deacon had ponce,ated 
his orders out of a falfe humijiity, npt to feem fuperipur £p 
the others," but their inferipur as he was in age. XW$fbre> 
pointing to him, he (aid : " TJris man is ^ deacon." The 
other denied it uppn the falfe perfuafion that .to lie with a -view 
to one's own humiliation was np An. St. Jphp took him by 
the hand, and Rifling it faid tp him: " My . fpn, take 
care never tp deny the grace you have received from 
God, left h.uniiJity b,e|:ray ypu intjo ^ We muft 

never lie, under any pretence of good whatever, hejraufe 
" no untruth cari be from £oaV' The deacpp rgspiyed 
this rebuke with great r,efge£h ^fter their prayer toge- 
ther, one of tl^e company begge4 pf the faint £9 ]be pured pf 
a tertiarj ague. , .He anfy*ejef7 " You defirp pp b$ fre^d fam. 
" a ficjcnefs which is .benefipial tp ypu. As fiifre ^leanTes th«? 
" body, fo diftempers. aj\d other chaftifemerjps purify the foul" 
However, he bleilep! fome oil and gave it to ftim ; fre yqrnifed 
plentifully after it, and was from that moment perfectly cured* 
They returned to their lodgings, where by his " orders they 
were treated wit}* all proper civiljty an<J corral hpfpitality. 
When they went {p hjm again, he receivecj them .yrjtfr jpyfulr 
npfs in his countenance, which evidenced trip jnjterjpjur fpiritua} 
jQy of his foul 5 he bad them fit dpwn and afl^e,d them whence; 
they came. They faid from Jerufalpm. f-Ic then map**? them 
a Jong difepurfe, in Which he firft endeavoured to fjiew Ijis 
own bafenefs ; after which he explained (j)c means by which 
pj-ide and vanity arc £o be banifhed out of t|ie heart, and all 
virtues to be acquired. He related to them the e*aniplcs of 
many monks, who by /lifter jng (heir hearts, tp b<? fcpretl'y cor- 
rupted by vanity at lan: fell aj/b into fcandalous irregularities ; 
as of one, who, after a moft holy and aufterc life, hy this meaja* 
fell into fornication, and then by defpair into all manner of 

diforders : alio of another who from vanity fell into a dclirc 

of 
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of leaving JiU&lk-ude 5 but by a fermon he preached to other$ 
in a monaftery on his road was mercifully converted, aad be- 
came an eminent, penitent. The bieflfed John thus entertained 
Petronius and his company for three days till the hour of None- 
When they wejce leaving him, he gave them his bieflmg f and 
faid : cc Q,o in peace, ray children $ arid know that the news 
4 * of the yiilpry which tbe religions prince Theodofius ba$ 
" gained over the tyrant Eugenius is f.his day come to Alex- 
** andria : but it his excellent emperour wffl foon end his life by 
" a natural death." Some days after their leaving him to re- 
turn home they were informed he bad departed this life. Hav- 
ing been favoured by a fprefight of his death, he would fee no 
body for the la.ft three days. At the end of this term he fwest- 
ly expired being on his knees at prayer, towards the clofe of the 
year 494, or the beginning of 495, If might probably be on 

the Seventeenth #f October, on which day the Copths or 
Egyptian chrjfjans keep his feftjyal ; die Roman and other La- 
tin martyr ©logics mark it on the twenty feventh of March* 

On the fame DAY 

St. R upert, or 'Robert, biftipp P.f Saltzburg, C. He was by 
birth a Frenchman, and pf royal blood ; but mu more illuftrioup 
for his learning and the extraordinary virtues he practifed from his 
youth. He exercifed himfelf in auftere failing, watching and other 
mortifications, was a great Ipver of cjiaflity and temperance, and 
Co charitable as always tp irnppveriih Jxhjuelf to enrich the poor* 
His reputation drew perfons from remote provinces to receive hi* 
advice and inftruclions. He removed all their doubts and fcruplee, 
comforted the articled, cured the lick and healed the disorders of 
fouls. So diftinguifted a merit raifed him to the epifcopal fee of 
Worms. Buc that people being for the rrjpfl: part idolaters coujd. 
not bear the luftre of fuch a fanclity, which condemned their irre- 
gularities and fuperftitlons. They beat him with rods, loaded him 
with all manner of outrages and expelled him the city. But God 
prepared for him another harvefl. Theodon, duke of Bavaria, 
hearing of his reputation and miracles, fent meflengers to him, 
earneftly befeeching him to come and preach the gofpcl to the 
Baioarians, or Bavarians. This happened two years after his cx- 
pulfion from Worms : during which interval he had made a voyage 
to Rome. He was received at Ratifbon by Theodon and his court 
with all poflible distinction in 697, and found the hearts both of 
the nobles and people docile to the word of God. The chriftian 
faith had been planted in that country two hundred years before, 
by St. Scverinus, the apoflle of Noricum. After his death her cues 
and heathenifh fuperllitions Jiad entirely extinguifhed the light of 
the gofpcl. Bagintrude, filler of duke Theodon being a chriflian, 
difpofed her brother and the whole country to receive the faith. 

Rupert, with the help of other zealous prictfs, whom he had 

brought 
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brought with him, inftru&ed and after a general fail baptized the 
duke Theodon, and the lords and people of the whole country, 
God confirmed his preaching by many miracles. He converted 
alfo to chriftianity the neighbouring nations. After Ratifbon the 
capital, the fecond chief feat of his labours was Laureacum, 
(now called Lorch (<z), where he healed feveral difeafes by prayer, 
and made many converts. However, it was not Lorch, nor the old Re- 
ginum, thence called Regenfbourg, now Ratifbon, the capital of all 
thofe provinces, that was pitched upon to be the feat of the faint's 
bifhoprick, but the old Juvavia, then almoft in ruins, fince rebuilt 
and called Saltzbourg. The duke Theodon adorned and enriched 
it with many magnificent donations, which enabled St. Rupert to 
found there feveral rich churches and mon after ies. After that prince's 
death his fon Theodebert, or Diotper, inheriting his zeal and piety, 
augmented confiderably the revenues of this church. St. Rupert took 
a journey into France to procure a new fupply of able labourers, and 
brought back to Saltzbourg twelve holy million aries with his niece 
St. Erentrude, a virgin confecrated to God, for whom he built a 
great monaftery called Nunberg, of which fhe was the firft ab- 
befs St. Rupert laboured feveral years in this fee> and 

died happily on Eafter-Day, which fell that year on the twenty - 
feventh of March, after he had faid mafs and preached ; on 
which day the Roman and other martyrologies mention him. 
His principal feftival is kept with the greateft folemnity in Au- 
Ibia and Bavaria, on the twenty-fifth of September, the day of 
one of the tranflations of his relicks which are kept in the church 
under his name in Saltzbourg. Mabillon and Bukeau upon no flight 
grounds think this faint to have lived a whole century later than is 
commonly fuppofed, and that he founded the church of Saltzbourg 

about the year 700. See his life publifhed by Cahifius, Hen- 

fchenius and Mabillon. 



{a) A village on the Danube, 
in the midway between Ratifbon 
and Vienna, the capital of ea- 
Hern Bavaria, at prefent Auftria. 

(6) The bifhop of Saltzbourg 
was, under Charlemagne, made 

an archbiihop and metropolitan 



of Bavaria, Auftria, and its he- 
reditary territories. He is one of 
the firfr, ecclefiaftical princes of 
the empire, and is elected by the 
canons of the cathedral, who are 
all of noble extraction. 
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St. PRISCUS, MALCHUS and 

ALEXANDER, Martyrs. 

Frm Euf. Hi/i. b. 7. c. 12. />. 262. 

A. D. 260. 

THESE eminent chriftians Prifcus, Malchus, and Alex- 
ander led a retired holy life in the country near Casfarea, 
in Paleftine. During the fury of the perfecution under Vale- 
rian, they often called to mind the triumphs of the martyrs, 
and fecretly reproached themfelves with cowardice, as living like 
fol'diers who pafled their time in foftnefs and eafe, whilft their 
brethren and fellow- warriors bore all the heat of the battle. 
They could not long Another thefe warm fentiments in their 
breaft; but expreffed them to one another. " What, faid 
• c they, whilft the fecure gate of heaven is open, (hall we (hut 
* c it againft ourfelves ? Shall we be fo faint-hearted as not 
c< to fufler for the name of Chrift who died for us ? Our bre> 
c< thren invite us by their example: their blood is a loud voice 
cc which prefles us to tread in their Heps. Shall we be deaf 
c< to a cry calling us to the combat, and to a glorious viclo- 
<€ ry ?" Full of this holy ardour, they all with one mind re- 
paired to Caefarea, and of their own accord, by a particu- 
lar inftincT: of grace, prefented themfelves before the govcr- 
nour, declaring themfelves chriftians. Whilft all others were 
ftruck with admiration at the fight of their generous courage, 
the barbarous judge appeared not able to contain his rage. 
After having tried on them all the tortures which he employed 
on other martyrs, he condemned them to be expofed to 
wild beafts. They arc honoured on this day. 
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On the fame DAY 
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Sixttjs in. Pope. He was a prieft among the froman 
clergy in 418, when pope Zozimus condemned the Pelagian he- 
reticks. Sixtus was the firfk after this fen ten ce, who pronounced 
publickly anathema againft them, to itqp their flander in Africa 
that he favoured their dottrine, as we are aiTured by St. Auftin and 
St. Profper in his chronicle. The former fent him two congratula- 
tory^ letters the -fame year, ia which he Applauds this teftimony of his 
'Keal, and in the $rfr. of thefe letters profwfes *an Mgh ^efteem of a 
treatife wjuate by him m defence of the grace uf "God againft 
its enemies. It was that calumny of the Pelagian 'hereticks that 
Jed Gamier into the miitake that our faint at firft favoured their 
errours. But a change of this kind would not have been buried in 
Jilence. After the death of St. Celeftine, Sixtus was chofen pope 
in 432. He wrote to Neftorius to endeavour to reclaim him after 
his condemnation at Ephefus, in '43 1 * but his heart was hardened, 
and he flopped his ears againft all wholefome admonitions. The 
pope had the comfort to lee a happy reconciliation made, by his 
endeavours, between the Orientals and St. Cyril : in which he 
much commended the humility and paci£ck difpofitions of the 
latter. He fays : " That he was charged with the care and foli- 
** citade of all the churches .in the world (r), and that it is unlaw - 
• f ful for any one to abandon the faith of the apoftolick Roman 
* f church, in which St. Peter teaches in his fucceftburs what he re- 
«« ceived from Chnft { 2)." When B alius, a nobleman of Rome 
had been condemned by the emperour, and excommunicated by a 
fynod of biihops for railing a grievous flander againft the good 
pope, the meek fervant of Chrift visited and aililSbed him in perfon, 
adminiftered him the Viaticum in his la ft £ckne£s, and buried him 
with his own hands. Julian of Eclauum or Eculanum, the famous 
Pelagian, earneftly defining to recover his fee, made great efforts 
to be admitted to the communion of the church ; pretending that 
he was become a convert, and ufed feveral artifices to convince our 
faint that he really was fo : but he was too well acquainted with 
them to be impofed on. This holy pope died foon after, on the 
twenty-eighth of March, in 440, having fat in the fee near eight 
years. - See his letters, &c. 

St. Gontran, King and Confeflbr. He was fon of king CIo- 
tairc, and grandfon of Clovis I. and St, Clotildis. Being the fe^ 
cond fon, whilft his brothers Charibert reigned at Paris, and Sige* 
bert in Auftriafia rciiding at Mctz, he was crowned king of Or- 
leans and Burgundy in 561, making Challons on the Saonc hi* 
capital. When compelled to take up arms againft his ambitious 
brothers and the Lombards, he made no other ufe of his victories 
tinder the conduct of a brave general called Mommol, than to give 
peace to his dominions. lie protected his nephews againft the prac- 
tices 



(1) Ep. 1. ad Epifc. Orient, p. 1236. Ep. dceret. t. i» 
Ejn 6, ad Joan. Antiooh contra Neilpr. 
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rices of the wicked dowager queens Brunehault of Sigebert, and 
Fredegonde of Chilperick, the firebrands of France. The putting 
to^deflth thev phyiicians of the: queen- at her requ eft on her death -bed, 
and the divorcing his wife Mercatrude are crimes laid to his charge, 
in which the barbarous manners of his nation involved him : but 
thefe he effaced by tears of repentance. He governed his kingdom 
fludying rather ta promote ttie: temporal happinefs of others than 
his own, a Arranger to the paflions of pride, jealoufy and ambition, 
and making piety the only rule of his policy. The profperity of 
his-, reign both In peace. and war condemns thofe who think that, hu* 
man policy ^cannot be modelled by the maxims of the- gofpel, 
whereas, nothing can* render a-, governments more: flburiflung. He 
always treated the pallors of the church with refpecl and veneration, 
regarding them as. his fathers, and honouring and confulting them 
as^nis. mafters^ He. was* the:- prote&orv of the opprefTed, and the 
tender, parent of hiss fubjeSs,. whom he treated: as his children* 
He- p&ured ;ont his treafureks .among? them with a holy profufion 5 es- 
pecially in . the. time of* aipeftiience. and famine. He . gave the 
greatest, attention, to. thexare. of- the fick. He failed, prayed, wept, 
and; offered Jnmfelf to God night and day, as a victim ready to.be 
facriirced ontlie altar of." his j ufiice, to avert his. indignation, which 
he believed' he -himfelf had' provoked, and drawn down upon his 
innocent people. He was a-fetrere punifher of' crimes in his officers 
and others, and by many wholefome regulations retrained the bar- 
barous licentioufnefs of his troops; but no man was more ready 
to forgive offences againft his own perfon. He contented himfelf 
wi(h impriforting- aimaxr who, through, the inftigadon of queen 
Fredegonde^ had attempted to; ftab himj and he fpared another 
affa^in fe«t by the fwne wicked woman, becaufe he had takea 
fhelterin a church. With, royal magnificence he built and endowed 
many churches and. monafl/eries; St. Gregory of Tours relates 
roaoy^ miracles performed hy him both before and after his death, 
to fome of which tie was an eye-witncfs. This good king like 
another penitent David, having . fpent his life after his converfion 
though oh the throne*, in the retirement and penance of a rcclufe 
(a* St. Hugh of Gharry fays of him, exhorting king Philip I. to 
irnitate his example) died on the twenty- eighth of March in 593, 
in the fixty- eighth- year of his age, having reigned thirty-one, and 
fomc monthsi He was. buried in the church of St. Marcelluj, 
which he had: founded. The Huguenots fcattered his aflies in the 
fifteenth century.: only his fcultefcaped their fury, and is now kept 
there in a filver.cafe. He- is mentioned in the Roman martyrology. 
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* 

SS. JONAS, BARACHISIUS^ 

and their Companions, Martyrs. 

From their genuine atfs compiled by Efaias, a noble Armenian 
knight, in the troops of king Sapor, an eye-witnefs ; publijhed in 
the original Chaldaick by Stephen AJfemani, Aft. Mart. Orient. 
T. 1 . p. 211. They were much adulterated by the Greeks in 
Jldetaphrajles. Ruinart and Tillemont think Sapor raifed n§ 
perfecution before his fortieth year : but Afjemani proves front 
thefe afts and feveral other monuments a perfecution in his 
iigbteenth year. See Praf Gen. and p. 214. app* 

A. D. 327. 

KING Sapor in the eighteenth year of his reign raifed a 
bloody perfecution againft the chriftians and demolifhed 
their churches and monafteries. Jonas and Barachifius, two 
brothers of the city Beth-Afa, hearing that feveral chriftians 
lay under fentence of death, at Hubaham, went thither to en* 
courage and ferve them. Nine of that number received the 
crown of martyrdom. After their execution Jonas and Bara- 
chifius were apprehended for having exhorted them to die. 
The prefident mildly intreated the two brothers to obey the 
king of kings, meaning the king of Perfia, and to worfhip 
the fun, moon, fire and water. Their anfwer was that it 
was more reafonable to obey the immortal King of hea- 
ven and earth than a mortal prince. 1 The Magians were 
much offended to hear their king called mortal. By their ad- 
vice the martyrs were fcpa rated, and Barachifius was caft into 
a very narrow clofc dungeon. Jonas they detained with them, 
endeavouring to perfuade him to facrificc to fire, the fun and 
water. The prince of the Magians feeing him inflexible, 
caufed him to be laid flat on his belly with a ftake under his 
navel, and to be beaten both with knotty clubs and with rods. 
The martyr all the time continued in prayer., faying : <c I 
" thank you, O God of our father Abraham. Enable me, I 

" befcech you, to offer to you acceptable holocaufts. One thing I 

" havt 
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44 ajked of the Lord : this will I feek after (i). The fun, 

* c moon, fire and water I renounce : I believe and confefs the 
* c Father, Son and Holy GhonV* The judge ordered him 
next to be fet in a frozen pond, with a cord tied to his foot. 
After /upper and a fhort nap he fent for Barachifius, and told 
him his brother had facrificed. The martyr faid, it was im> 
poifibJe that he mould have paid divine honours to fire, a 
vile creature, and fpoke much on the immenfity and power of 
God, and with fuch eloquence and force that the Magians 
were aftoniflied to hear him, and faid to one another, that if 
he were permitted to fpeak in publick he would draw over ma- 
ny from their religion. Whereupon they concluded for the 
future to hold his interrogatories in the night- In the mean 
time they caufed two red-hot iron plates, and two red -hot 
hammers to be applied under each arm, and faid to him : " If 
you fhake off either of thefe, by the king's fortune, you 
deny Chrift." He meekly replied : « I fear not your fire 5 
nor fhall I throw off your inftruments of torture. I beg 
you to try without delay all your torments on me. He wha 
is engaged in combat for God is full of courage." They 
ordered melted lead to be dropped into his noflrils and eyesj 
and, that he ihould then be carried to prifon, and there hung 
up by one foot. Jonas after this being brought out of his 
pool, the Magians faid to him: 46 How do you find yourfelf 
" this morning ? We imagine you paft the I a ft night but very 
" uncomfortably." " No, replied Jonas: from the day I 
*' came into the world I never remember a night more fweet 
** and agreeable : for, I was wonderfully refrefhed by the re- 
" membrance of Chrift's fufferings." The Magians faid : 
" Your companion hath renounced." The martyr interrupt- 
ing them anfwered : " I know that he hath long ago renounced 
<s the devil and his angels." The Magians urged : <c Take care 
u left you perifh abandoned both by God and man." Jonas 
replied : " If you are really wife as you boaft, judge if it be 
" not better to fow the corn than to keep it hoarded up. Our 
<c life is a feed fown to rife again in the world to come, when 
<c it will be renewed by Chriit in immortal light." The Ma- 
gians faid : " Your books have drawn many a fide." Jonas an- 
fwered : " They have indeed drawn many from worldly plca- 
** fures. When a fervant of Chrtft is in his fuffcrings inebriated 
w with Jove from the paffion of his Lord, he forgets the trail- 
u fitory ftate of this fhort life, its riches, eftates, gold and 
(i honours ; regard! c& of kings and princes, lords and noble- 
" men where an eternity is at ftakc, he tfefircs nothing but 

" th* 
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the fight of the only true King^. whofe empire is everlafting, 
c * and whofe N power reaches to all ages." Trie judges- com- 
manded' all his fingers and toes to- lie cut off joint by joint, and 
fdattered aoout. Then they faid to him ; Now wait the 
€< harvefl: to reap other hands from this feed*" To whom* he 
faid : "Other hands I do not afk„ God is prefent who fir ft 
* c framed me, and who- will- give me new ftrength." After 
this, the flcin was torn off the martyr's head,, his tongue was 
cut out, and he was thrown into a veflel of boiling pitch ; 
but the pitch by a fudden ebullition running, over, the fervant 
Of God was not hurt by it. The; judges next ordered him to 
"be fqueezed in a wooden prefs till his veins, finews> and fibres 
burft'. Laftly, his body was (awn with an iron-la w y and by 
pieces thrown into a dry cifiern. Guards- were- appointed- to 
watch the facred relicks lefi: chriftians fhould fieal them away. 
The judges then called upon Barachifius to fpace his-own body. 
To whom Ke faid : u This body I? did not frame,: neither will 
* Q I deftroy it. God its maker will again reftorfe it ; and will 
<6 judge y ou ana * your king. 5 * Hormifdatfcir us: turning to Ma- 
Jiarnarfes faid : cc By our delays we affront the king, TKefe 
•* men regard neither words; nor torments*" They therefore 
agreed that he fhould be beaten with fharp-pointed ru flies j then 
that fplinters of reeds fhould Be applied to his body, r and by cords 
ftrait drawn and pulled, fhoulil be prefled deep* into his flefh> 
and that in this condition his body pierced alfc over with fharp 
Ipikes, armed like a porcupine, fhould be rolled on the groundi 
After thefe tortures, he was put into' the fcrew or prefs, and 
boiling pitch and brimftone were poured into his mouth. By 
this laft torment he obtained a crown equal to that of his bro- 
ther. Under their moil: exquifite tortures they thought they 
bought heaven too cheap. Upon the news of their death, Ab- 
fufciatust- an old friend, came and purchafed' thcitf bodies for 
five hundred drachms and three filk garments, binding him- 
lelf alfo by oath never to divulge the fale. The a£f.s are clofed 
by thefe words : 6C This book was written from the mouths of 
cc witncflcs, and contains the acls of the faints Jonas, Bara- 
* € chifius and others, martyrs of Chrift, who by his fuccour 
4C fought, triumphed and were crowned, in whofe prayers wc 
* c beg place may be found by Efaias, fon of Adabus of Arzun 
€c (in Armenia) of the troop of royal b or feme n, who was 
• c prefent at their interrogatories and tortures, and who wrote 
€C the hiftory of their conflicts." They were crowned on the 
twenty-ninth of the moon of December. This was the twen- 
ty-fourth of that month in the year of Chrift 327, of Sapor 
II. the eighteenth. The Roman martyrology mentions them 
on the twenty-ninth of March. 

On 
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On the fame DAY 

SS. Armogastes, Archinimus and Saturus, MM. Genfei 
rick, the Asian king of the Vandals, in Africa, having on his return 
out of Italy, in 457, enacted new penal laws and feverer than any he 
had till then put in force againft catholicks, Count Armogaftes was 
on that occasion deprived of his honours and dignities at court, and 
moft cruelly tortured. But no fooner had the jailers bound him with 
cords, but they broke of themfelves as the martyr lifted up his 
eyes to heaven ,* and this happened feveral times. And though 
they afterwards hung him up by one foot with his head downwards 
for a conilderable time, the faint was no more affected by this tor- 
ment than if he had lain all the while at his eafe on a feather- 
bed. Theodorick, the king's fon, thereupon ordered his head to 
be fixuck off : but one of his Arian priefts diverted him from it, 
advising him to take other meafures with him to prevent his 
being looked upon as a martyr by thofe of his party, which 
would be of differvice to the oppolite caufe. He was there- 
fore fent into Byfcacena to work in the mines ; and fometime after, 
for his greater difgrace, he was removed thence into the neighbour- 
hood of Carthage and employed in keeping cows. But he looked 
upon it as his glory to be dilhonoured before men in the caufe 
of God. It was not long before he had a revelation that his 
end drew near. So having foretold the time of his death, and 
given orders to a devout chriftian about the place where he defired 
to be interred," the holy confeffor a few days after went to receive 
the reward of thofe that fuffer in the caufe of truth. 

Archinimus, of the city Mafcula, in Numidia, refilled all the 
artifices which the king could ufe'to overcome his faith, and was 
condemned to be beheaded, but was reprieved whilft he flood under 
the axe. Satur, or Saturus, was mailer of the houfhold to Huncrick, 
by whom he was threatened to be deprived of his eftate, goods, flaves, 
wife and children for his faith. f-Jis own wife omitted nothing in her 
power to prevail with him to pure h a fc his pardon at the e*pence of 
his confeience. But he couragcoufly anfvvered her in the words of 

Job: You ba<ve fpoken like one of tbt foolijb women (l). " If you 

*' loved me you would give me very different advice, and not pulli 
" me on to a fecond death. Let them do their worll : I will always 
" remember our Lord's words : Jf any man come to me and hate not 
u his farther and mother, his wife and children, his brethren and Jtftert 
<( and his own lift al/o, be cannot be my difiiple (2)." He fuffered many 
torments, was ilripped of all his fubftancc, forbid ever to appear in 
publick, and reduced to great dillrefs. But God enriched him with 

his graces, and called him to liimlclf. See St. Victor Vitenlis, 

Hift. Pcrfcc. Vandal. 

O o St t 

* 

(1) Job ii. 9. (2) Luke xiv. 264 
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St. Eustasius, or Eustachius, abbot of Luxeu, fucceeded 
his mafter St. Columban in that charge, in 611. He fanttined him- 
felf by humility, continual prayer, watching and falling ; was the 
fpi ritual rather of 600 monks, and of many holy bifhops and faints, 
and died in 625 . He is iaamed in the martyrologies of Ado, and 
the Roman. - See his life by Jonas, his collegue. 

Some Greeks rank among the faints on this day Mark, bifhop of 
Arethufa, in Syria, in the fourth age. When Conftantius put to 
death his uncle Julius Conftantius, brother of Conftantine the 
Cireat with his eldeft fon ; the two younger, Gallus and Julian, 
narrowly efcaped the fvvord. In that danger Mark concealed Julian, 
and fecretly fupplied him with neceffaries for his fubfiftence. When 
Julian became emperour, he commanded that the temples which 
had been demolifhed by chriftians during the two preceding reigns, 
fhould be rebuilt at their expences. Mark had by the authority of 
Conftrntius demolifhed a very magnificent temple which was held 
in great veneration by the idolaters : he had alfo built a church, 
and converted a great number of infidels. Authorized by the 
law of Julian, the heathens of Arethufa, when they faw them- 
felves uppermoft, fell on the chriftians ; and Mark finding that 
they were ready to mew their refentment againft him in particular, 
which they had long concealed, he at fir/ft, purfuant to the gofpel 
precept, betook himfelf to flight to efcape their fury. But un- 
<ierflanding that they had apprehended fome of his flock inftead 1 of 
him, he returned and delivered himfelf up to the perfecutors, to 
animate others in the fame caufe by his example and inftr u£lions. 
They feized him foon after his return, dragged him through the 
ftreets by the hair or any part they could lay hold of, without the 
leair. compaffion for his age, or regard for his virtue and learning. 
Having ftnpt him, and fco urged him all over his body, joining ig- 
nominy and infults with cruelty, they threw him into the ftinking 
publick jake3. Having taken hhn from thence, they left him to 
the children, ordering them to prick and pierce him, without mer- 
cy, with their writing Jiyles or lteel pencils. They bound his legs 
with cords fo tignt, as to cat and bruifc his flefh to the very 
bone; they rang off his ears with fmall flrong threads ; and in 
this maimed bloody condition they puflied him from one to ano- 
ther. After this they rubbed him over with honey and fat broth ; 
and /hutting him up in a kind of cage, hung him up in the air 
where the fun was moll fcorching at noon-day, in the midft; of 
Summer, in order to draw the wafps and gnats upon him, whofc 
Hings are exceeding Zharp and piercing in jhofe hot countries. He 
was fo calm in the midit of his fuflerings, that, though fo forely 
wounded and covered with flies and wafps, he bantered them a* 
he hung in the air ; telling them, that while they were groveling 
on the earth, he was raifed by them towards heaven. They fre- 
quently folieited him to rebuild their temple, but though they reduced 
their demand 9 -by degrees to a trifling fum, he conltantly anfwercd, 
that it would be an impiety to give them one farthing towards fuch 
a work. 'I 'his indeed would be to concur to idolatrous worfhip > 

but 
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but his demolilhing the temple would have been agaiuft the order of 
law and juftice, had he done it without publick authority. At 
length the fury of the people was turned into admiration of his pa- 
tience, and they fet him at liberty; and feveral of them afterwards 
begged of him to infirucl them in the principles of a religion which 
was capable of infpiring fuch a refolution. Having fpent the re- 
mainder of his life in the faithful difcharge of the duties of his 
ftation, he died in peace under Jovian or Valens. He is not 
named in the Roman martyrology, nor venerated by the church 
among the faints. He had been long engaged in the errours and 
intrigues of the Semi- Arians ; but the encomiums given him by 
St. Gregory Nazianzen, Theodoret and Sozomen, when they re- 
late his fufferings, fhew that towards the end of the reign of Con- 
Hantius, he joined in the orthodox communion. 




* 
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St. JOHN CLIMACUS, Abbot. 

From his life written by Daniel? a monk of Raithu? foon after his. 
death* and from his own works. See Bulteau? Htft* monaji* 
d' Orient? and d' ' Andilly? or rather his nephew Le Mahre? in his 
life prefixed to the excellent French tranflation of his works. 

A, D. 605. 

ST. John, generally diftinguifted by the appellation of C!i- 
macus, from his excellent book entitled Climax? or the 
ladder to perfection, was born about the year 525, probably 
in Paleftine. By his extraordinary progrefs in the arts and 
fcienccs he obtained very young the furname of the Scholaftick. 
But at fixteen years of age he renounced all the advantages 
which the world promifed him, to dedicate himfelf to God 
in a religious ftate, in 547. He retired to Mount Sinai, which 
from the time of the difciples of St. Antony and St. Hilarion 
had been always peopled by holy men, who in imitation of 
Mofes, when he received the law on that mountain, lived in 
the perpetual contemplation of heavenly things. Our novice 
fearing the danger of diffipation and relaxation, to which nu- 
merous communities arc generally more expofed than others, 
chofc not to live in the great monaftery on the fumrnit, but in 

O o 2 aR 
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an hermitage on the defcent of the mountain, under the dis- 
cipline of Martyrius, an holy ancient anchoret. By filence, 
he curbed the infolent itch of talking about every thing, an 
ordinary vice in learned men, but ufually a mark of pride and 
felf-fufficiency. By perfect humility and obedience, he ba- 
nifhed the dangerous defire of felf- complacency in his actions. 
He never contradicted, never difputed with any one. So per- 
fect was his fubmillion that he feemed to have no felf-will. 
He undertook to fail through the deep fea of this mortal life 
fecurely under the direction of a prudent guide, and fhunned 
thofe rocks which he could not have efcaped, had he prefumed 
to fleer alone, as he tells us (i). From the vifible mountain 
he raifed his heart, without interruption in all his actions, to 
God, who is invifiblc; and attentive to ail the motions of his 
grace, ftudied only to do his will. Four years he fpent in the 
trial of his own ftrength, and in learning the obligations of his 
ftate, before he made his religious profeflion which was in the 
twentieth year of his age. In iiis writings he feverely con- 
demns engagements made by perfons too young, or before a 
fufficient probation. By fervent prayer and fafting he prepared 
himfelf for the fblemn confecration of himfelf to God, that 
the moft intenfe fervour might make his holocauft the more 
perfect : and from that moment he feemed to be renewed in 
jpirit; and his mafter admired the ftrides with which, like a 
mighty giant, the young difciple advanced daily more and 
more towards God by felf-denial, obedience, humility and 
the uninterrupted exercifes of divine love and prayer. 

In the year 560, and the thirty-fifth of his age, he loft 
Martyrius by death ; having then fpent nineteen years in that 
place in penance and holy contemplation. By the advice of a 
prudent director, he then embraced an eremctical life in a plain 
called Thole, near the foot of Mount Sinai. His cell was 
five miles from the church, probably the fame which had been 
built a little before, by order of the emperour Juftinian, for 
the ufe of the monks, at the bottom of this mountain, in ho- 
nour of the Bleiled Virgin, as Procopius mentions (2). Thi- 
ther he went every Saturday and Sunday to aflift, with all the 
other anchorets and monks of that defert, at the holy office and 
at the celebration of the divine myftcries, when they all com- 
municated. His diet was very fparing, though to fhun often- 
tation and the danger of vain-glory, he cat of every thing that 
was allowed among the monks of Kgypt, who univerlally ab- 
ftaincd from flefh, fifh, &c. Prayer was his principal employ- 
ment j and he practiced what he caniellly recommends to all 

chriftians, 



(1) Gr. 1. 



(2) Procojx J. <j. dc rcdif, Juflin. 



March 30. St. JOHN CLIMACUS, A. 553 

chriilians, that in all their actions, thoughts and words, they 
fhould keep themfelves with great fervour in the prefence or" 
God, and direcl all they do to his- holy will (3). By habitual con- 
templation he acquLed an extraordinary purity of heart, and 
fuch a facility of lovingly beholding God in all his works ; 
that this practice ieemed in him a iecond nature. Thus he 
accompanied his ftudies with perpetual prayer. He afliduoufly 
read the holy fcriptures, and fathers, and was one of the moil: 
learned doctors of the church. But to prefer ve the treafure of 
humility, he concealed as much as pofEble, both his natural 
and acquired talents, and the extraordinary graces with which 
the Holy Ghoft enriched his foul. By this fecrecy he fled from 
the danger of vainglory which like a leech flicks- to our bell 
aftions, and fucking from them its nourifhment,, robs us of 
their fruit. As if this cell had not been fufficiently remote 
from the eyes of men, St. John frequently retired into a neigh- 
bouring cavern which he had made in the rock, where no one 
could come to difturb his devotions, or interrupt his tears. So 
ardent were his charity and compunction that his eyes feemed 
two fountains, which fcarce ever ceafed to flow;, and his conti- 
nual fighs and groans to heaven, under the weight of the 
miferies infeparable from his mortal pilgrimage, were not to 
be equalled by the vehemency of the cries of thofe who fuffer 
from knives and fire. Overcome by importunities he admitted 
a holy anchoret named Moyfes to live with him as his difciple. 

God bellowed on St. John an extraordinary grace of heal- 
ing the fpiritual diforders of fouls. Among others a monk 
called Ifaac, was brought almoft to the brink of defpair by 
moft violent temptations of the flem. He addrcfled himfelf 
to St. John, who perceived by his tears how much he under- 
went from that conflict: and ftruggle which he felt within hini- 
felf The fervant of God commended his faith and faid : 
" My fon, let us have recou rfc to God by prayer'"' They 
accordingly p rod rated themfelves together on the ground in 
fervent fuppli cation for a deliverance, and from that time the 
infernal fcrpent left Ifaac in peace. Many others reforted to 
St. John for fpiritual advice : but the devil excited fome to jea- 
loufy, who cenfured him as one who out of vanity loll much 
lime in unprovable difcourfe. The Hunt look this accufation, 
which was a mere calumny, in good part, and as a charitable 
admonition j he therefore irnpofed on himfelf a rigorous filence 
for near a twelvemonth. This his humility and modefly 
lb much aftonifhed his calumniators, that they joined the rclt 
of the monks in befeeching him to reailume his former func- 
tion of givin" charitable advice to all that reforted to him for 

O o 3 
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it, and not to bury that talent of fcience which he had re- 
ceived for the benefit of many. He who knew not what it 
Was to con trad i£t others, with the fame humility and deference 
again opened his mouth to inftrucl: his neighbour in the rules 
of perfect virtue : in which office fuch was the reputation of 
his wifdom and experience, that he was regarded as another 
Mofes in that holy place, 

St. John was now feventy-five years old, and had fpent 
forty of them in his hermitage, when in the year 600, he was 
unanimoufly chofen abbot of Mount Sinai, and fuperiour ge- 
neral of all the monks and hermits in that country. Soon after he 
was raifed to this dignity, the people of Paleftine and Arabia, in 
the time of a great drought and famine, made their application 
to him as to another Elias, begging him to intercede with God 
in their behalf. The faint failed not, with great earneftnefs, 
to recommend their diftrefs to the father of mercies, and his 
prayer was immediately recompenfed with abundant rains. St. 
Gregory the Great, who then fat in St. Peter's chair, wrote 
to our holy abbot (4), recommending himfelf to his prayers, 
and fent him beds, with other furniture and money, for his 
hofpital for the ufe of pilgrims near Mount Sinai. John who 
had ufed his utmoft endeavours to decline the paftoral charge, 
when he faw it laid upon him, neglected no means which 
might promote the fanclrification of all thofe who were en- 
trusted to his care. That pofterity might receive fome 
fliare in the benefit of his holy inftrudtions, John, the learned 
and virtuous abbot of Raithu, a monaftery fituate towards the 
Red-Sea, intreated him, by that obedience he had ever praclji fed 
even with regard to his inferiours, that he would draw up 
the mo ft neccflary rules by which fervent fouls might arrive 
at chriftian perfection. The faint anfwered him, that nothing 
but extreme humility could have moved him to write to fo mi-' 
ferable a finner, deftitutc of every fort of virtue ; but that he re- 
ceived his commands with refpect, though far above his frrength, 
never confidering his own infufEcicncy. Wherefore, apprc- 
henftve of falling into death by difobcdicncc, he took up his 
pen in hafte with great eagernefs mixed with fear, and fet 
himfelf to draw fome imperfect outlines as an unfkilful painter, 
leaving them to receive from him as a great mafrcr, the finifh- 
ing ftrokes. This produced the excellent work which he 
called (l/hmix^ or the ladder of religious perfection. This 
book, being written in fentcnecs almoifc in the manner of npho- 
rifms, abounds more in fenfe than wonls. A ceitain majeftick 
Jiinplicity, an inexpremble unction and fpuit of humility, 

joined 

(4) St Greg, i, if, Epn i« 1, 12, Ep. 16, T. 2. p. 1091. 
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joined with concifenefs and perfpicuity, very much enhance 
the value of this performance : but its chief merit confifls in 
the fublime fentiments, and perfect defcription of all chriftian 
virtues, which it contains,. The authour confirms his precepts by 
feveral edifying examples, as of obedience and penance (5). In 
defcribing a monaftery of 330 monks, which he had viiited 
near Alexandria, in Egypt, he mentions one of the principar 
citizens of that city, named Ilidore, who petitioning to be ad- 
mitted into the houfe, faid to the abbot: " As iron is in the 
<c hands of the fmith fo am I in your hands." The abbot or- 
dered him to remain without the gate, and to proftrate himfelf 
at the feet of every one that pafled by, begging their prayers for 
his foul flruck with a leprofy. Thus he palled feven years 
in profound humility and patience. He told St. John that dur- 
ing the firft year he always confidered himfelf as a ilave con- 
demned for his fins, and fuftained violent conflicts. The fe- 
cond year he pafled in tranquility and confidence ; and the 
third with relifh and pleafure in his humiliations. So great 
was his virtue that the abbot determined to prefent him 
to the bifliop in order to be promoted to the priefthood, 
but the humility of the holy penitent prevented the execution 
of that defign ; for having begged at leaft a refpite, he died 
within ten days. St. John could not help admiring the cook 
of this numerous community, who feemed always recollected, 
and generally bathed in tears amidft his continual occupation,, 
and afked him by what means he nourimed fo perfecl: a fpirit 
of compunction, in the midrr. of fuch a difllpating laborious 
employment. Fie faid, that ferving the monks he reprefented 
to himfelf that he was ferving not men, but God in his fer- 
vants : and that the fire, he always had before his eyes, remind- 
ed him of that fire which will burn fouls for all eternity. The 
moving defcription which our authour gives of the monairery 
of penitents called the Pri/o?/, above a mile from the former, 
hath been already abridged in our language. John the Sabaite 
told our faint, as of a third perfon, that feeing himfelf re- 
fpe6tcd in his monaftery, he confidered that this way not the 
way to fatisfy for his fins. Wherefore, with the leave of his 
abbot, he repaired to a fevere monaflery in Pontus, and after 
three years law in a dream a fchoJulo. of bis debts, to the 
amount in appearance of i oo pounds of gold, of* which only 
ten were cancelled. He therefore repeated often to himfelf: 
" Poor Antiochus, thou hall Hill a great debt to fatisfy." 
After parting other thirteen years in contempt ami the moil- fer- 
vent practices of penance, he deicrved to fee in a vifion his 
whole debt blotted out. Another monk in a ivrievous lit of 

O o 4 illuefs 
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illnefs fell into a trance, in which he lay as if he had been 
dead for the fpace of an hour : but recovering, he fliut himfelf up 
in his cell, and lived a reel ufe twelve years, aim oft continually 
weeping, in the perpetual meditation of death. When ,he 
was near death, his brethren could only extort from him thefe 
words of edification : " He who hath death always before his 
<c eyes, will never fin." John, abbot of Raitbu, explained 
this book of our faint by judicious comments, which are alfo 
extant. We have likewife a letter of St. John Climacus to the 
fame perfon, concerning 4 the duties of a paftor, in which he 
exhorts him in correcting others to temper feverity with mild- 
nefs, and encourages him zealoufly to fulfill the obligations of 
his charge ; for nothing is greater or more acceptable to God 
than to offer him the facrifice of rational fouls fanftified by 
penance and charity. 

St. John fighed continually under the weight of his dignity, 
during the four years that he governed the monks of Mount 
Sinai : and as he had taken upon him that burden with fear and 
reluclance, he with joy found means to refign the fame a little 
before his death. Heavenly contemplation, and the continual 
exercife of divine love and praife, were his delight and comfort 
in his earthly pilgrimage : and in this imitation of the functions 
of the blefFed fpirits in heaven he .placeth the effence of the 
monaftick ftate (6). In his excellent maxims concerning the 
gift of holy tears, the fruit of charity (7), we feem to behold 
a lively portraiture of his moli pure foul. He died in* his her- 
mitage, on the thirtieth day of March, in 605, being four- 
fcore years old. His fpiritual fon George, who had fucceeded 
him in the abbacy, earneftly begged of God that he might not 
be feparated from his dear matter and guide 3 and followed him 
by a happy death within a few days. 

On the fame DAY 

St. Regtjlus, or Rieul, who having converted the country of 
Senlis to the faith, about the fame time that St Dionyfms preached 
in France, was made firft bifliop of Scniis, and died in peace in 
the mid it of his flock. 

(6) Gr. 1. {7) Gr. 7. 27. 30. 
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St. ACA CIUS, Bifhop of Antioch, 

in Afia-Minor, Martyr. 

From his authentick a&s in Ruinari> p. 152. Tillemont, T. 3. p m 

357. FUury, T. 2. Ceiller y T. 2. p. 560. 

A. D. 250. 

ST* Acacius was bifhop of Antiocb, probably the town of 
that name in Phrygia, where the Marcioriites were numer- 
ous. He was furnamed Agathangel, or Good-Angel, and ex- 
tremely refpefled by the people for his fan£tity. It was owing 
to his zeal that not one of his flock renounced Chrift by facri- 
ficing to idols during the perfecution of Decius, a weaknefs 
which feveral of the Marcionite hereticks had betrayed. Our 
faint himfelf made a glorious confeffion pf his faith ; of which 
the following relation, transcribed from the publick regifter, is 
2 voucher. 

Martian, a man of confular dignity, arriving at Antioch, a 
fmall town of his government, ordered the bifhop to be brought 
before him. His name was Acacius, and he was ftyled the 
buckler and refuge of that country for his univerfal charity and 
epifcopai zeal. Martian faid to him : " As you have the hap- 
" pinefs to live under the Roman laws you are bound to love 
<c and honour our princes, who are our protectors," Acacius 
anfwered : <c Of all the fubje£ls of the empire, none love and 
cc honour the empcrour more than the chriftians. We pray 
without intermiflion for his perfon, and that it may pi cafe 
God to grant him long life, profperi ty, fucccfS, and all be- 
nedictions ; that he may be endowed by him with the fpirit 
of juftice and wifdom to govern his people j that his reign 
be aufpicious and profperous, bJefled with joy, peace and 
CL plenty throughout all the provinces that obey him/* 
Martian. " All this I commend ; but that the empcrour 
may be the better convinced of your fubmiflion and fide- 
lity, come now and offer him a facrifice with me." Acacius. 
I have already told you, that I pray to the great and true 
God for the empcrour ; but he ought not to require a facri- 
fice from us, nor is there any due to him or to any man 
whatfoevcr." Martian. " TcJl us what God you adore, 
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*' that we may alfo pay him our ofFerings and homages/' 
Acacius. " I wifli from my heart you did but know him to 
your advantage." Martian. " Tell me his name." Aca- 
cius. He is called the God of Abraham, of Ifaac and 
" of Jacob." Martian. cc Are thefe the names of Gods?" 
Acacius. " By no means, but of men to whom the true 
*VGod fpoke* he is the only God, and he alone is to 
* 6 be adored, feared and loved." . Martian. " What is this 
<c God ?" Acacius, He is the mod high Adonai^ who is 
<c feated above the cherubims and feraphims." Martian, 
** What is a feraphim?" Acacius. . " A miniftring fpirit 
* c of the moft high God, and one of the principal lords of 
" the heavenly court. Martian. cc What chimeras are 
<c thefe ? Lay afide thefe whims of invifible beings, and adore 
66 fuch gods as you can fee." 

Acacius. cc Tell me who are thofe gods to whom- you 
cc would have me facrifice ?" Martian. <c Apollo, the faviour 
* c of men, who preferves us from peftilence and famine, who 
* c enlightens, preferves and governs the univerfe." Acacius. 
" Do you mean that wretch that could riot preferve his own 
* c life : who being in love with a young woman (Daphne) raw 
* 6 about diftra£ted in purfuit of her, not knowing that he was 
* c never to po fiefs the object of his defires. It is therefore 
<c evident, that he could hot forefee things to come fince he 
tc was in the dark as to his own fate : and as clear that he 

1 

€c could be no god who was thus cheated by a creature. All 
" know like wife that he had a bafe paffion for Hyacinth, a 
* c beautiful boy, and was fo awkward as to break the head of 
that minion, the fond object of his criminal pafiion, with a 
<c coit ? Is not he alfo that God who with Neptune turned 
€t mafon, hired himfelf to a king (Laomedon of Troy) and 
" built the walls of a city ? Would you oblige me to facri- 
<c flee to fuch a divinity, or to Efculapius thunderftruck by 
*' Jupiter? or to Venus, whofe life was infamous, and to a 
* c hundred fuch monfters, to whom you offer facrifice ? No, 
c * though my life itfelf depended on it, ought I to pay divine 
tc honours to thofe whom I fhquld blufh to imitate, and of 
" whom I can entertain no other fentiments than thofe of con- 



c< tempt and execration r You ad or** gods, the imitators of 
* c whom you yourfelves would pumfh." Martian. It is ufual 
tc for you chrhtians to raife Several calumnies againft our gods ; 

for which rcafon 1 command you to come now with me to a 
tc banquet in honour o( Jupiter and Juno, and acknowledge 
" and perform what is due to their majefiy/' Acacius. 46 llow 
" can 1 facrifice to a man whofe fcpulchre is unqueftionably 
" in Crete ? What! Js he lilen again?" Martian. ct You 

mult 
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* c muft either facrifice or die." Acacius. " This is the cu- 
66 Horn of the Dalmatian robbers $ when they have taken a 
<c pafTenger in a narrow way, they leave him no other choice 
** but to furrender his money or his life. But for my part I 
' 6 declare to you that I fear nothing that you can do to me. 
* c The laws puniih adulterers, thieves and murderers. Were I 
** guilty of any of thofe things, I mould be the firft man to 
* c condemn myfelf. But if my whole crime be the adoring of 
* s the true God, and I am on this account to be put to death, 
* c it is no longci a law but an injuftice." Martian. <c I' 
" have no order to judge but to counfel you to obey. If you 
cC refufe I know how to force you to a compliance." Acacius. 
s< I have a law which I will obey: this commands me not to 
" renounce my God. If you think yourfelf bound to execute 

the orders of a man who in a little time hence muft leave 
4< the world, and his body become the food of worms, much 
cc more ftriclly am I bound to obey the omnipotent God who 

is infinite and eternal, and who hath declared : Whoever 
c * Jhall deny me before men y him will I deny before my Fa- 

« then" 

Martian. 6C You now mention the errour of your fedV 
cc which I have long defired to be informed of : you fay then 
cc that God hath a fon?" Acacius. " Doubtlefs he hath 
« c one." Martian. " Who is this Son of God ?" Acacius. 
<c The word of truth and grace." Martian. c * Is that his 
<c name ?" Acacius. " You did not alk me his name, but 
KC what he is." Martian. cc What then is his name?" Acacius. 
" Jjesus Christ." Martian having enquired of the faint by 
what woman God had this fon, he replied, that the divine ge- 
neration of the word is of a different nature from human gene- 
ration, and proved it from the language the royal prophet 
makes ufe of in the forty-fourth pfalm. Martian. <c Is God 
<c then corporeal ?" Acacius- " He is known onJy to him- 
" felf. We cannot defcribe him j he is invifible to us in this 
cc mortal ftate, but we are /ufKcicntly acquainted with his per- 
* c fecYions to confefs and adore him." Martian. u It God 
** hath no body how can he have a heart or mind ?" Acacius. 
• c Wifdom hath no dependence or ncce/Iary connexion with 
<c an organized body. What hath body to do witli under- 
<c Handing ?" He then prcfled him to facrifice horn the exam- 
ple of the Catapbrygians or Montanifts, and engage all under 
his care to do the fame. Acacius replied : 4t It is not me 
cc thefe people obey, but God. Let them hear me when I 
" advife them to what is right; but Jet them defpifc me if I 
<c offer them the contrary and endeavour to pervcit them." 
Martian. " Give me alJ their names." Acacius. " They 
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" are written in heaven, in GocTs invifible regifters." Mar- 
tian. " Where are the magicians,, your companions, and the' 
teachers of this cunningly devifed errour ?" by which, he 
probably meant the priefts. Acacius. " No one in the world 
* c abhors, magick more than we chriftians." Martian. " Ma- 
<c gick is the new religion which you introduce." Acacius. 
" Wedeftroy thofe gods whom you fear though you made them 
46 yourfelves. We, on the contrary, fear not him whom we 
have made with our hands, but him who created us, and 
66 who is the Lord and Mafter of all nature ; who loved us as 
<s our good father, and redeemed us from death and hell as the 
<c careful and affectionate fliepherd of our fouls," Martian. 
<e Give the names I require if you would avoid the torture." 
Acacius. <c I am before the tribunal, and do you afk me my 
<c name, and not fatisfied with that, you muft alfo know thofe 
* c of the other minifters ? do you hope to conquer many, 
cc you whom I alone am able thus to confound ? If you de- 
cc lire to know our names, mine is Acacius. If you would 
<c know more, they call me Agathangelus, and my two com- 
<c panions are Pifo,* bifhop of the Trojans, and Menander, a' 
* 6 prieft. Do now what you pleafe/'" Martian. " You mail 
<c remain in prifon, till the emperour is acquainted with, what 
<c has palled on this fubjecSt and fends his orders concerning 
« you." 

The emperour Decius having read the interrogatory, recom- 
penfed Marcian by making him governour of Pamphilia, but 
admired fo much, the prudence and conftancy of Acacius, that 
he ordered him to be difcharged and fuffered him to profefs the 
chriftian religion. 

This his glorious confefiion is dated on the twenty-ninth of 
March, and happened under Deeius, in 250, or 251. How 
long St. Acacius furvived does* not appear. The Greeks, 
Egyptians and other oriental churches honour his name on the 
thirty-firft of March. 

i 

On the fame DAY 



St. Br: n j am in, deacon, M. Ifdegcrde*, fon of Sapor III. put 
n. flop to the cruel perfecutions againtL the chriilians in Peril Si, which 
had been begun by Sapor II. and the church had enjoyed twelve 
years peace in that kingdom, when, in 420, it was dillurbed by the 
indifcreet zeal of one Abdas, a chriilian biihop, who, burned down 
the Pyrwum or temple of lire, the g>eat divinity of* the Pcrfiaus. 
King J/degerdes threatened to demoliih all the churches of the 
chriilians, unlefb lie would rebuild it. Abdas had done ill in de- 
ft roylng the temple, but did well in refufing to rebuild it ; for no- 
thing can make h lawful to contribute to any acl of idolatry, or to 

the 
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the building a temple, as Theodoret obferves. Ifdegerdes therefore 
demolifbed all the chriftian churches in Periia, put to death Abdas 
and raifed a general perfecution againft the church, which conti- 
tinued forty years with great fury. Ifdegerdes died the year fol- 
lowing, in 421. But his fon and fucceiTour Varanes carried on 
the perfecution with greater inhumanity. The very de/criprion 
which Theodoret, a cotempdrary writer and one that lived in the 
neighbourhood, gives of the cruelties he exercifed on the chriftians 
ftrikes us with horror : fome were flead alive in different parts of 
the body, and fuffered all kinds of torture that could be invented : 
others being ftuck all over with Iharp reeds were hawled and rolled 
. about in that condition ; others were tormented divers other ways, 
fuch as nothing but the moll hellilh malice was capable of fuggefl> 
ing. Amongft thefe glorious champions of Chrifc was St. Benja- 
min, a deacon. The tyrant caufed him to be beaten and impri- 
foned. He had lain a year in the dungeon, when an ambailadour 
from the emperour obtained his enlargement, on condition he 
Ihould never fpeak to any of the courtiers about religion. The 
ambafTadour paffed his word in his behalf that he would not ; 
but Benjamin, who was a minifler of the goipel, declared, that he 
could not detain the truth in captivity, confcious to himfelf of the 
condemnation of the flothful fervant for having hid his talent. 
He therefore neglecled no opportunity of announcing Chrift. The 
king being informed that he ftill preached the faith in his kingdom 
ordered him to be apprehended ; but the martyr made no other re- 
ply to his threats than by putting this queition to the king : What 
opinion he would have of any of his fubjecls who mould renounce 
his allegiance to him, and join in war againft him. The enraged 
tyrant caufed reeds to be run in between the nails and the flelh both 
of his hands and feet, and the' fame to be thruft into other molt 
tender parts, and drawn out again, and this ro be frequently re- 
peated with violence. He laftly ordered a knotty flake to be thruit 
into his bowels to rend and tear them, in which torment he ex- 
pired in the year 424. The Roman martyrology places his name 
on the thirty-firfr, of March. 

St. Guy, C. He is called by the Germans Witcn, and was forty 
years abbot of Pompofa, in the dutchy of Fcrrara, in Italy, a man 
eminent in all virtues, efpccially patience, the love of folitude 
and prayer. He died in 1046. The emperour Henry HI. caufed his 
relicts to be tranflated to Spire, which city honours him as its prin- 
cipal patron. See his life by a difciple in the sWia Santtorum of 

llenfchenius. 
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St. HUG H 3 BiOiop of Grenoble, C. 

From his life written two years after his deeeafe 7 by his intimate 
friend Outgo, fifth prior of the great Chart reufe 7 by the order of 
pope Innocent II. 

A. D. 1 132. 

^PIE firft tincture of the mind is of the utmoft 
importance to virtue ; and it was the happi- 
nefs of this faint to receive from his cradle the 






ftrongeft impreffions of piety by the example 
%$C^ ^ and care of his illuftrious and holy parents. 

^s&^5ej£j^ was Dorn at Chateau-neuf, in Dauphine, 

in 1053. His Father Odilo fcrved his country 
in an honourable poft in the army, in which he acquitted him- 
felf of his duty to his prince with fo much the greater fidelity 
and valour, as he molt ardently endeavoured to lanclify his 
profeflion and all his actions by a motive of religion. Being 
icnfible that all authority which men receive over others, is de- 
rived from God, with an obligation that they employ it, in 
the firft place, for the advancement of the divine honour, he 
laboured L y all the means in his power to make his foldiers 
faithful fcrvants of their Creator, and by feverc punifhments to 
rcftrain vices, thofe cfpecial ly of impurity and lying. By the 
advice of his fon, St. Hugh, he afterwards became a Carthufian 
monk, and lived eighteen years in great humility and aufterity 
under St. Bruno, and his fucccilburs in the great Chart reufe, 
where he died 100 years old, having received extrcm e- unci i 011 
and the Viaticum from the hands of his fon- Our faint like- 
wile a Hi fled in her Iaft moments his mother, who had for 
many years, under his direction, ferved God in her own houle, 
by prayer, falling, and plenteous alms-deeds. Hugh from the 
ciadle appeared to be a child of benediction, lie went through hit-. 
Vol. IL & itudics 
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ftudies with great applaufe, and his progrefs In piety always, 
kept pace with his advancement in learning. Having chofen 
to ferve God in an ecclefiaftical Hate, that he might always, 
dwell in his houfe and be occupied in his praifes, he accepted a 
canonry in the cathedral of Valence. In this ftation the fanc- 
tity of his life, and his extraordinary talents rendered him the 
ornament of that church ; and the genrienefs and affability of 
his deportment won him the affection of all his collegues. He 
was tall and very comely, but naturally exceeding bafhful ; and 
fuch was his modefty, that, for feme time, he found means to 
conceal his learning and eloquence : neverthelefs, his humility 
ferved only to fhew afterwards thofe talents to more advantage 
and with greater lufrre. For no virtue fhines brighter with 
learning than modefty, as nothing renders fcholars more odious 
or defpicable than haughtinefs and pride, which they difcover 
by their obftinacy and clamours, by the contempt with which 
they treat thofe who dilTent from them in opinion, and by 
their oftentatious pedantry in embracing every occafion of ex- 
hibiting their fuppofed fuperiour wit and extraordinary parts. 

Hugh, then bifhop of Die, but foon after archbifhop of 
.Lyons, and alfo cardinal legate of the holy fee, was fo charmed 
at firft fight of the faint when he happened to come to Va- 
lence, that he would not be contented till he had taken the 
good man into his houfhold. He employed him in extirpating 
iimony, and in many other affairs of importance. In 1080, 
the legate Hugh held a fynod at Avignon, in which he took 
under confideration the defolate condition and the grievous difor- 
ders into which the church of Grenoble was funk, through the 
iloth and bad example of its late mercenary paftor. The eyes 
of the legate, and of the whole council were fixed on St. 
Hugh as the pcrfon heft qualified, by his virtue and prudence, 
to reform thefe abufes, and reftore the ancient glory of that 
church - y and with them the voice of the whole city confpircd. 
Eut his relnclance and fears were not to be overcome till he 
was compelled by the repeated commands of the legate and 
council. The legate took our newly appointed bifhop with 
him to Rome, in order to his receiving the epifcopal confecra- 
tion from the hands of Gregory VII. who then fat in the chair 
of St. Peter. The fervant of God was glad of this opportunity 
of confulting the vicar of Chrifl concerning his own con- 
ference ; for during a great part of his life he had been extreme- 
ly mole fled with troublcfome temptations of importunate blaf- 
p heinous thoughts againll the divine providence. Pope Gre- 
gory who was a man very well veiled in the interiour trials oi 
fouls, allured him that this angel of Satan was perm it ted by 

God 5 in his fwcet mercy, to bullet him only for his trial and 

crown : 
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crown : which words exceedingly comforted the faint, and en- 
couraged him to bear his crofs with patience and joy. A de- 
vout foul, under this trial, which finds thefe iuggeftions 
always painful and difagrceable, ought not to lofe courage; 
for by patience and perfeverance file exceedingly multiplies her 
crowns, and giorifies God who has laid it upon her fhouJders, 
and who will, when he fees fit, fcatter thefe mifts, and on a 
fudden tranflate her from this Itate of bitternefs and darknefe 
into the region of light, joy and the fweeteft peace. St. Hugh 
prayed ear neftly to be freed from this enemy, but received for 
a long time the fame anfiver with St. Paul (i). ]n the mean 
while, his patience and conftancy were his victory and his 
crown : and the afliduous meditation of the fufFerings of our 
divine Redeemer, who was made for us a man of forroivsy 
was his comfort and fupport. 

The pious countefs Maud would needs be at the whole 
charge of the ceremony of his confecration : fhe alfo gave him 
a crofier and other epifcopal ornaments, with a fmall library of 
fuitable books, earncftly dcfiring to be inftrucled by his e;ood 
Counfels, and a/lifted by his prayers. St. Hugh after his ordi- 
nation haftened to his flock ; but being arrived at Grenoble 
could not refrain his tears, and was exceedingly afHicted and 
terrified when he faw the diocefe overrun with tares which the 
enemy had fown while the paftor flept. He found the people 
in general immerfed in a profound ignorance of feveral eflential 
duties of religion, and plunged in vice and immorality. 
Some fins fecmed by cuftom to have loft their name, and men 
committed them without any fcruplc or fign of rcmorfe. The 
negligence and backwardnefs of many in frequenting the fa- 
cramcnts indicated a total decay of piety, and could not fail 
introducing many fpirttual diforders in their fouls, efpccially a 
great lukewarmnefs in prayer and other religious duties. Si- 
mony and u fury fecmed under fpecious difguifes, to be account- 
ed innocent, and to icign almofv. without controul. Many 
lands belonging to the church were u fur ped by Lvymen ; and 
the revenues of the bifhoprick were diflipatcd, fo that the faints 
upon his arrival, found nothing cither to enable him to afliffc 
the poor, or to fupply his own neccfliries, unlefs he would 
have hud rccourfe to unlawful contracts as had been the 
common practice of many others, but which he juilly deemed 
iniquitous ; nor would he by any means defile his foul with 
them. He fot himfelf in cam eft to reprove vice, and reform 
abufes. To this purpoic he endeavoured by rigorous fails, 
watching, tears, iighs and prayer to draw down the divine 
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mercy on his flock. And fo plentiful was the benediction of 
heaven upon his labours, that he had the comfort to fee the 
face of his, diocefe in a fhort time exceedingly changed. After 
two years, imitating therein the humility of fome other faints* 
he privately refigned his biflioprick, prefuming on the tacit 
confent of the holy fee. And putting on the habit of St. Ben- 
net, he entered upon a noviciate in the aufrere abbey of Chaife- 
Dieu, or Cafa-Dei, in Auvergne, of the reformation of Cluni. 
There he lived a year a perfeel: model of all virtues to that 
houfe of faints, till pope Gregory VII. commanded him in 
virtue of holy obedience to refume his paftoral charge. Com- 
ing out of his folitude like another Moyfes defcending from the 
converfation of God on the mountain, he anounced the divine 
law with greater zeal and fuccefs than ever. 

St. Bruno, and his fix companions addrefled themfelves to 
him for his advice in their pious defign of forfaking the world, 
and he appointed them a defert which was in his diocefe, whi- 
ther he fent them. It is a frightful folitude, called the Char- 
treufc, or Carthufian mountains, in Dauphine, which place 
gave name to the famous Order St. Bruno founded there. The 
meek and pious behaviour of thefe fervants of God took deep 
root in the heart of our holy paftor ; and it was his delight 
frequently to vifit them in their folitude, to join them in their 
exercifes and aufterities and perform the meancft offices amongft 
them, as an outcaft and one unworthy to bear them company. 
Sometimes the charms of contemplation detained him fo long 
in this hermitage, that St. Bruno was obliged to order him to 
go to his flock, and acquit him (elf of the duties which he 
owed them. He being determined to fell his horfes for the be- 
nefit of the poor, thinking himfelf able to perform the vifita- 
tiofl of his diocefe on foot, St. Bruno, to whofe advice he paid 
an implicit deference, oppofed his defign, urging that he had 
not ftrcngth for fuch an undertaking. For the laft forty years 
of his Hie he was afflicted with aim oft continual head-achs, 
and pains in the ftomach ; he alfo fufFcrcd the nioft fevcre in- 
teriour temptations. Yet God did not leave him entirely delti- 
tutc of comfort; but frequently vifited his foul with heavenly 
fweetnefs and fcnfible fpiritual confolations, which filled his 
heart under his afflictions with intcriour joy. The remem- 
brance of the divine love, or of his own and others fpiritual 
miferics, frequently produced a flood of tears from his eyes, 
which way foever he turned them ; nor was he able fometinics 
to check them in company or at table, especially whilft lie 
heard the holy fcriptures read. In hearing confeflions he fre- 
quently numbed his tears with thofe of his penitents, or firft 
excited theirs by his own. At his icimons it was not unufual 
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to fee the whole audience melt into tears together ; and fome 
were fo frrongly affected that they confefled their fins publickly 
on the fpot. After fermon he was detained very long in hear- 
ing confeftions. He often caft himfelf at the feet of others, to 
intreat them to pardon injuries, or to make fome neceflary fa- 
tisfacTrion to their neighbours. His love of heavenly things 
made all temporal affairs feem to him burdenfome and tedious. 
Women he would never look in the face, fo that he knew not 
the features of his own mother. He never loved to hear or 
relate publick news or reports, for fear of detraction, or at 
leaft of difTipation. His conftant penfioners, and occafional 
alms (in the latter of which he was extremely bountiful) were 
very expenfive to him : infomuch, that though, in order to re- 
lieve the poor, he had long denied himfelf every thing that 
feemed to have the leaft appearance of fuperfluity, ftill for the 
extending his beneficent inclination he even fold, in the time of 
wmine, a gold chalice, and part of his epifcopal ornaments, as 
. gold rings and precious ftones. And the happy confequence of 
St, Hugh's example this way was, that the rich were moved by 
it to beftow of their treafures to the neceflitous, whereby the 
wants of all the poor of his diocefe were fupplied. 

He earneftly follicited pope Innocent II. for leave to refign 
his biflioprick, that he might die in folitude ; but was never 
able to obtain his requcft. God was pleafed to purify his foul 
by a lingering illnefs before he called him to himfelf. Some- 
time before his death he loft his memory for every thing but 
his prayers : the pfalter and the Lord's prayer he recited with 
great devotion, almoft without intermimon : and he was faid 
to have repeated the laft three hundred times in one night. Be- 
ing told that fo conftant an attention would increafehis diftem- 
per ; he faid, 4C It is quite otherwife : by prayer I always find 
cc my lei f flronger." In the time of ficknefs a certain froward- 
jiefs and peevifhnefs of difpofition is what the heft of us are too 
apt to give way to, through wcaknefs of nature and a tempta- 
tion of the enemy who leeks to deprive a dying pcrfou of the 
mo ft favourable advantages of penance and patience, and to 
feed and ftrengthen felf-lovc in the foul while upon the very 
crofs itfelf, anil in the crucible into which fhe is thrown by a 
lingular mercy, in order to her coming forth refined and 
pure. In this fiery trial the virtue of the faints fhews itfelf 
genuine, and endued with a fortitude which renders it worthy 
its crown. l>y the fame teft is pretended virtue difcovcrcd : 
fell-love can no longer difguife itfelf: it cries out, murmurs, 
frets and repines ; the mafquc which the hypocrite wore, is 
here pulled oil": faints on the conuary under every degree of 

torture cruelty can invent prcforve a happy patience and fere- 
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juty of foul. Hence the devil would not allow the virtue of 
Job to be fin cere before it had been approved under fickiiefs 
and bodily pain (2). St. Hugh left us by his invincible pa- 
tience a proof of the feivourof his charity. Under the (barpeft 
pains he never let fall one word of complaint, nor mentioned 
what he furTered ; bis whole concern fecmed only to be for 
others. When any a/Med him he expreiTed the greater! con- 
fufion and thankfulnefs : if he had given the leaft trouble to 
any one, he would beg to receive the discipline, and becaufe 
no one would give it him, would con fete Ins fault, as he called 
It, and implore the divine mercy with tears. The like fenti- 
ments we read in the relation of the deaths of many holy 
monks of La Frappc. Dom Bennct, under the moll racking 
pains, when turned in his bed, fa id : cc You lay me too much 
* c at my cafe." Dom Charles would not cool his mouth 
with a little water in the raging heat of a violent fever. Such 
examples teach us at leaft to blufli at and condemn our mur> 
murs and impatience under fickneis. The humility of St. 
Hugh was the more furprifing, became every one approached 
him with the greateft reverence and affe&ion, and thought it a 
happinefs if they were allowed in any thing to ferve him. It 
was his conftant prayer, in which he begged his dear Carthu- 
fians and all others to join him, that God would extinguifh in 
his heart all attachment to creatures, that his pure love might 
reign in all his affection*. One (aid to him : " Why do you 
<c weep fo bitterly who never offended God by any wilful 
cc crime?" He replied : "Vanity and inordinate affections 
c: fufnee to damn a foul. It is only through the divine mercy 
cc that we can hope to be Hived, and (hall we ever ceaie to 
cc implore it?" if any one (poke of news in his prefcnee he 
checked them, faying: " This life is all given us for weeping 
ci and penance: not for idle difcourfes." He clofed his peni- 
tential courfe on the firft of April, in 11 32, wanting only- 
two months of being eighty years old, of which he had been 
fifty-two years bifhop. Miracles attefled the fan£iity of his 
happy death; and he was canonized by Innocent II. in 1 1 34. 
There is no faint who was not a lover of retirement and pen- 
ance. Shall we not learn from them to fhun the tumult 01 
the world, as much as our circumflances will allow, and give 
onrfelvcs up to the excrcifes of holy folitude, prayer and pious 
read in : r ? 
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April 2, St. FRANCIS of Paula, C. ? 

On the fame DAY 

St. Mr. li to, Bimop of Sardes, in Lydia, in the reign of 
Marcus Aurelius, C. To that emperoar, in 175, he addreffed an 
elegant and modeft apology for the faith. From an eminent fpirit 
of prophecy with which he was endued by God, he was furnamed 
the prophet, as St. Jerom(i), and Eufebi'us teftify(z). 

St. Valery, Abbot. From a poor Ihepherd in Auvergne, he 
became a monk, having with incredible pains learned to read for 
that purpole.^ The reputation of St. Columban drew him to 
J.uxcu. Having converted many idolaters in Germany, he came 
upon the iame errand into NeuRria. 111614, lie founded in Pi- 
cardy, where the river Somme difcharges itfelf into the fea, a 
monaftcry, which afterwards grew very famous, and took his 
name. Jn 1643, this houfe embraced the reformation of the Con- 
gregation of St. Maur. He died in 622. See his life by 

Kaimbert, his fecond fucceflbur, in Mabilion and Henfchenius. 
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St. FRANCIS of Paula, C. Founder 

of the Order of Minims. 

From the hull of his canonisation, and the memoirs relating to it, 
with the notes of Papehroch : alfo Philip Commincs, b 6. c. 8. 
Sec Lc Fevrc, Cont. of Flewy 9 b, 115. n. in. 120. 144. 
Helyot Hi/L dcs Ord. Rclig. T. 9. p. 426. Giry, a provincial 
of his Order, in his Lives of Saints, and in a particular differ- 
taii on. 

A. D. 1508. 

THIS faint was born about the year 141 6, at Paula, a 
fmall city near the Tyrrhencan fea, in Calabria, the 
mill way from Naples to Reggio. His parents were very poor, 
but induflrious, and happy in their condition, making the will 
and love of God the folc object; of all their defires and endea- 
vour?;. Their whole condudt was as it were one flraight line 
directed to this point. Having lived together feveral years 
without iflue, they earnefily begged of Gotl, through the in- 
terceflion of St. Francis of Aflifium, a fon who might faith- 
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fully and afliduoufly ferve him, and become an inftrument to 
glorify his name, to whofe fervice they folemnly devoted him. 
A fon Tome time after this was born whom they coniidered as 
the fruit of their prayers, named him after their patron, St. 
Francis, and made it their chief care to infpire him with pious 
fentiments, and give him an education fuitable to his holy de- 
stination. Francis, whilfr. yet a child, made abfHnence, fob'- 
tude and prayer his delight. In the thirteenth year of his 
age, his father, whofe name was James Martolilie, placed him 
m the convent of Francifcan friars at St. Mark 5 ?, an cpifcopal 
town of that province, where he learned to read, and hud the 
foundation of the auftere life which he ever after Jed. He 
from that time denied himfelf all ufe of linen and fleih-meat ; 
and though he had not profefTed the rule of that Order, he 
feerned even in that tender age to furpafs all the religious in a 
fcrupulous obfervancc of every thing prefcribed by it. Having 
fpent one year here, he performed with his parents a piigrim- 
ajie to AfuTium, the Portiuncula and Rome. When he was 

ZIP v 

returned to Paula, with their confent he retired to a lonefoinc 
folitude about half a mile from the town : and to avoid the di- 
firaciion of vifits, he fhortly after chofe a more remote retreat 
in the corner of a- lock upon the feacoait, where he made 
him lei f a cave. He was fcarce fifteen years old when he fhut 
himfelf up in this hermitage, in 1432. He had no other bed 
than the rock \tfc\F^ nor other food than the herbs which he 
gathered in the neighbouring wood, or what was fomctimes 
brought him by his friends. J3efore he was quite twenty years 
old two- other devoutly inclined perfons joined him, imitating 
his holy exercifes. The neighbours built them three cells, and 
a chapel in which they fung the divine praifes, and a certain 
prieft from the parifh-church came, and faid mafs for them. 
This is reputed the firft foundation of his religious Order, in 
14^6. Near /eventccn years after, their number being much 
enure:* fed, with the approbation of the archbifhop of Cofcir/.a 
a hir'.vc church and monaflcry were built for them in the fame 
place, towards the year 1454. So great was the devotion of 
the people that the whole country joined, and all hands were 
fet to this work , even noblemen would fhare in carrying bur- 
dens. During the crc&ion of this building our faint perfornvd 
fcvcral niiiacles. Among others a per/on depofed upon oath in 
fiie proec is of the faint's canonization, that he himfelf was healed 
iu an infiant of a painful Jainenefs in his thigh by the prayer of 
tiie /ervani oi (;oJ. When the houfe was compleatcd he applied 
liiniftlf to ertabJifh regularity ami uuifoimity in liis conmiuni- 
ry, noi abating in the h afi oi* his former fc verity with regard 
to JumieV. ills bed was no lengn indeed the rock, but it. was 
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a board or the bare floor, with a fione or a log of wood for 
his nwllow, till in his old age he made ufe of a mat. He al- 
lowed himfelf no more fleep than was abfo lately necefTary to 
refrefh weary nature, and to enable him to refume his devout 
exercifes with greater vigour. He took but one repaft a day, 
in the evening, and ufually nothing but bread and water. 
Sometimes he pafTed two days without taking any food, efpe- 
cially before great feftivals. 

Penance, charity and humility he laid down for the ground- 
work and bafis of his rule. He obliged his followers to obferve 
a perpetual Lent, and always to abftain not only from flefh, 
but alfo from all white meats, or food made of milk, fuch as 
cheefe, butter, &c. alfo from eggs, all which the ancient ca- 
nons forbid in Lent. In order more effectually to enforce obedi- 
ence to this injunction, he prefcribed a fourth vow by which every 
religious of his Order binds himfelf to obferve it. His intention 
in enjoining this perpetual abftinence was to repair in fome fort 
the abufes of Lent among chriflians. He always lamented to 
fee that holy faft fo much relaxed by the mitigations which the 
church has been obliged to tolerate, in condefcenfion to the 
lukewarm nefs of the generality of her children. He hoped al- 
fo, by example, to open the eyes of the reft of the faithful to 
whom the fight of fuch a perpetual Lent compared to their re- 
miflnefs in one of only forty days, might be a continual re- 
proach and filent preaching, perhaps more effectual than by 
words. The faint took Charity for the motto and fymbol of his 
Order, to {hew it was to be its foul, and its moft diftinguifhing 
chara&eri flick, whereby to fignify the intimate union of all its 
members, not only with one another, but with all the faithful, 
by their ardent love of God, that divine flame which glowed 
fo warmly in his own breaft, and which he eagerly endeavour- 
ed to kindle in all others. Humility, however, was his dar- 
ling virtue. The greater he was before God, and the more he 
was difHnguifhcd in the fight of heaven, the lefs he appeared 
in his own eyes ; and the more he was exalted among men, 
honoured and reverenced by popes and kings, the more ear- 
neflly did he ftudy to live concealed and to debafe himfelf be- 
neath all creatures. It was his fondnefs for living concealed, 
unknown, and entirely forgotten by all men that infpired him 
with the defign in his carlieJi years of burying himfelf in a dc- 
fert : in which part of his life, we know nothing of his fub- 
lime contemplations and his heavenly raptures, or of his fevcrc 
penance, emulating the Llias's and the BaptihVs, becaufe he 
lought to live hidden from the eyes of men, according to that 
maxim of true humility, I eve. to be unkimvn ; nor did he only 

icck to conceal himfr'f ivinl draw a veil over his other virtues, 
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but alfo over his humility itfelf. An humility which fcts itfelf 
forth with an exteriour (hew of piety, which draws refpecl, 
and receives honour, is generally falfe, only the fhadow of that 
\'irtue, and in reality a fubtle refined pride. At leaft it is al- 
ways dangerous, and much to be fufpe£ted. But the humility 
of Francis was both true and fecure, becaufc hidden. When 
God difcovered him to the world, the faint convcrfca with it 
fo as always to retain the fame fpirit. Not yet twenty years 
old, he was the legiflator and oracle of all who approached 
him : yet he was no ways elated on this account, he afTunied 
nothing to hinifelf, and profefled that he knew nothing favc 
Jefus Chrift crucified, and that there is no virtue, no happi- 
nefs but in knowing our own littlenefs, and in being humble 
of heart with our divine Matter. By this humility he was 
filled with the fpirit of God, and by a wonderful prodigy of 
grace at nineteen years of age, became the founder of an emi- 
nent religious Order. Other Orders have their principal end and 
diftinguilhing characters; ibme being remarkable for their po- 
verty, others for aufterity, others for prayer, holy zeal, &c. 
That of St. Francis of Paula eminently includes all the above- 
mentioned ; but to ihew his value for humility, which he moft 
earnestly recommended to his followers as the ground of all 
chriftian virtues, he gave them a name that might exprefs it, 
and begged of the pope as a lingular privilege, that his religi- 
ous might be called Minims, to fignify that they were the leaft 
in the houfe of God. Moreover, as in every community 
there mull be a fupreme, St. Francis would have the fuperiour 
of each houie in his Order called Corrector, to put him in 
continual remembrance that he is only the fervant of all the reft, 
according to that of Luke xxii. He who is greater atnong you, 
let bhn be as the leajh But the more this laint humbled hinifelf 
the more did God exalt him. 

The archbimcp of Cofenza approved the rule and Order of 
this holy man, in 147 1. Pope Sixtus IV. confirmed it by a 
bull, dated the twenty-third of May, in 1474, and eftablifhed 
Francis fuperiour general. This Order was then chiefly 
competed of laymen, with a few clerks, and only one prieli, 
Balthafar de Spitio, doctor of .Laws, afterwards confeflbr to 
Innocent VIII. About the year 1476, the iaint founded ano- 
ther convent at Patcrno, on the gulph of Tarcnium ; and a 
third at Spc/.za, in the dioccfe of Cofunza. In the year 1479, 
being invited into Sicily, he was received there as an angel 
from heaven, wrought miracles, and built feveral nionafteries 
in that ifland, where he continued a whole year. Being returned 
into Calabria, in 1480, he built another at Corigliauo, in the 

dioccfe of koflano, Ferdinand, king of Naples, provoked at 

ibme 
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fame wholefome advice the faint had given him and his two 
Tons, Alphonfus duke of Calabria, and John cardinal of Ar- 
ragon, perfecuted him : but his third fon, Frederick, prince of 
Tarentum, was his friend. The king alleging, that he had 
built monafteiies without the royal aflent, ordered a meflenger 
to apprehend him at Paterno, and bring him prifoner to Na- 
ples. But the officer approaching to fcize his perfon was fo 
moved at his humility;, and the readinefs with which he difpofed 
himfelf to follow him, that, ftruck with awe, he returned to 
Naples, and difluaded the king from attempting any thing 
againft the fervant of God, The holy man was favoured with 
an eminent fpirit of prophecy. He foretold to feveral perfons 
in the years 1447, 1448, and 1449, the taking of Conftanti- 
nople by the Turks, which happened on the twenty-ninth of 
May, in 1453, under the command of Mahomet II. when 
Conftantine Palaeologus, the lad chriftian emperour, was /lain, 
fighting tumultuoufly in the ftreets. He alfo foretold that 
Otranto, one of the mo ft important places and keys of the 
kingdom of Naples, would fall into the hands of the fame in- 
fidels, three months before Achmat Bacha furprifed it on the 
laft day of Auguft, 1480, to the great confirmation of 
Italy and all Europe. But the fervant of God promifed the 
chriftians, efpecially the pious John, count of Arena, one of 
the generals of Ferdinand I. king of Naples, certain fuccefe 
the year following, when they recovered that city, and drove 
the infidels out of Italy, their victory being facilitated by the 
death of the Turkifh emperour, and a civil war between the 
two brothers, Bajazet II. and Zizimes. The authentick depo- 
fitions of many unexceptionable witneflbs, given with all the 
formalities which both the civil and canon law require, prove 
thefe and many other illuftrious predictions of the holy man, on 
feveral publick and private occafions with regard to the 
kings of Naples, Ferdinand I. and Alphonfus II. and Louifa 
of Savoy, countefs, afterwards dutchefs of Angoulefme, mo- 
ther of king Francis I. in France, and many others. Laurence 
bifliop of Grenoble, of the moft noble houfc of Alcmans in 
Dauphine, uncle to the moft valiant and pious captain Dc 
Bayard (/>), in his letter to pope Leo X. for the canonization 
of St. Francis, writes : 4C Moft holy Father, he revealed to me 
<c many things which were known only to God and myfclf-** 
In 1469, pope Paul II- fent one of his chamberlains, an cc- 

clefiaftick 

Crf) See many of thefe depofitions in De Cofte, part 2. and Bol- 
landus. 

(/;) Surnamcti Le Chevalier fins pcttr 9 & fins repm'f:e. 
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clefiaftick of the noble family of Adorno, in Genoa, into Ca- 
Jabria, to inform him felf of the truth of the wonderful things 
that were related of the faint. The chamberlain addrefled 
himfelf to the vigilant archbiflicp of Cofenza, who a fibred him 
from his own intimacy with the faint, of his fincere virtue, 
and extraordinary fanchty, and fent one of his eccleliafticks, 
named CharJes Pyrrho, a canon of Cofenza, a man of great 
learning and probity, to attend him to Paula. This Pyrrho 
had been himfelf healed ten years before of a violent toothach 
by the man of God touching his cheek with his hand, (of 
which the authcntick depofitions are extant) and had from that 
time frequently vifited him. The faint was at work, accord- 
ing to his cuftom, among the mafons who were laying the 
foundation of his church : but feeing two ftrangers coming to- 
wards him left his work, and came to meet them. He made them 
a low obeifancc 5 and when the chamberlain offered to kifs his 
hand, according to the Italian cuftom of faluting priefts and 
religious men, he would by no means allow it, and falling on 
his knees,, faid he was bound to kifs his hands, which God had 
confederated for the thirty years he had faid rnafs. The cham- 
berlain was exceedingly {truck at his anfwer, hearing him who 
was an entire ftranger to his perfon, tell him fo exactly how 
Jong he had been a priefl ; but concealing himfelf and his com- 
miflion, defired to converfe with him in his convent. The 
faint conducted him into a chamber. The chamberlain who 
Was a very eloquent man, made him a long difcourfe, in which, 
to try his virtue, he cenfurcd his inflitute as too auftere, fpoke 
much on the illufions and dangers to which extraordinary and 
miraculous gifts are liable, and exhorted him to walk in ordinary 
paths, trodden by eminent (crvants of God. The faint an- 
fwercd his objections with great modefty and humility; but 
fecim y him not vet fatistied, he went to the fire, and taking out 
fome burning coals, held them a coniidcrablc time in his hand 
without receiving any harm, faying : " All creatures obey thofe 
4< who fervc God with a perfect heart." Which golden words 
arc infer ted by Leo X. in the bull of his canonization. The 
chamberlain returned to Cofenza full of veneration for the holy 
man, and told both the archbifhop and his llolinefs at his 
return to Koine, that the fandtity of Francis was greater 
than his reputation in the world. A youth, nephew to the 
faint bein^ dead., his mother, the faint's own filler, applied to 
him fur cornl'ojl, and filled his apartment with lamentations. 
Alter the niaf. and divine office had been /aid for the repofe of 
J 1 is foul, St. I'Vancis ordered the corpfc to he carried from the 
church into his cell, where he ceafed 110L to pray till, to her 

meat allonifhmenr, Lu had rdtorud him to life and piefcnn <l 
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him to her in perfect health. The young man entered his Or- 
der, and is the celebrated Nicholas Alefib, who afterwards fol- 
lowed his uncle into France, and was famous for fan£lity and 

many great actions (r). 

Lewis XI. king of France, a prince perhaps the moft ab- 
folute, the moft tenacious of his authority, jealous of his pre- 
rogative, and impatient of controul, that ever wore that 
crown; after an apopleclick fit fell into a lingering decay (i). 
Never had any man a ftronger paffion for life, or a greater 
dread of the very thoughts of death. Such was his froward- 
xiefs and impatience that every one trembled to approach him : 
nor durft any afk him a favour. He gave his phyfician ten 
thoufand crowns a month, as long as he mould prolong his life, 
and flood in the grea'teft awe of him. He fhut himfelf up in 
his palace or caftle of PI effis-les -Tours, near the city of Tours. 
Jefters, buffoons and dancers were employed to divert his me- 
lancholy and peevifhnefs, but in vain. Fie ordered prayers, 
proceiftons and pilgrimages for his health, and even againft the 

north- 



(i) Commincs, b. 6. c. 7. 2. 12. Mczeray, Szc. 



(0 This miracle may be read 
with a detail of the ciYcum- 
ftanccs in the life of this faint by 
F. Giry. Among other tefti- 
monies in confirmation of it, 
.Bollandus produces the follow- 
ing extracts. 

l£x procejjit fsttto in CaflcUione* 
SSnto ac Brno Dno Leant X, Ley- 
Jit ts dc ..'![r?Wj Bfiro Qzjlcllioyiis, cb'r. 
Die 27 Nov. 1916. iJc pro- 
digits JJtati t'iri fnlia qtta fitbje- 
ottuniti\\ (cymh nobis a ji'bhijhiis 
ttjiibus recti ata ct emrny/a fttertmt '. 

/J. Petrtts de PttttUiy Ccnjhitbms 

Vm-.c Crejhllioui Prefer, rciitlit 

quod hlnoLius twpos be Aft vir't Jttit 
t\b if Jo in Pafla vcjitjcittitus y et hoc 
mivacitlttm cji 'Vttlgatttm in Cttln- 

bvia y et poiijlift'ttw in Cafaliluis ci- 
vil at is Cottjvnluc. 

/Cv Jwcrjji* J/rMo w tcn\r MUtini. 
Supflivat ttr ftvciittiti vr/ir* pre jhxvte 
fyntti cor tint ct tuttvijl rortmt jur.itortim 
wiivvrJtUttrSy ct fvrjrfit/cdi pcrtinen- 
tiavttm lev )\\:. Xiiurm Dive. JJtty- 

if tiy*tn*c 



After feveral other miracles 
related with the certificates of 

p 

'the witnefTes upon oath', 'is added 
n. 88. 

Donna j4vdiaua deponit per die - 

Umt ftti fairis, qurditcr pstter epts 
vidit nepotem 1 t y. JbuvncijH deport 
turn ad cttm movttntm dc daobus dit- 
Ims y el lidit ifjstm refit/citatum in 
cohvcnltt Patfivntm 

This nephew, Nicholas de 
Alcflo, was ion of Andrew de 
Alcllb. The authour of the 
life of St. Francis of Paula, 
who was a rcliyious man of the 
faint's own convent, and lived 
many years with him at Paula, 
fpcalcs of this miracle as hap- 
pening before the y«ir i.|6o. 

Six other p"er(oii!» are related ro 
have been raj fed from death by 

this faint : the authentic/* proofs 
of which, and man}' other cii- 
racle.s may be leeu in the Bol- 
landills, and in Lc Coite':. hie 
of thii faint. 
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northwind, which he found injurious to him, and he caufed 
holy relicks from the remoteft places to be brought to PJeflis 
into his chamber. His diftemper flill encreafing, he fent an 
ambaffadour to our holy hermit in Calabria, begging he would 
come to fee him, and reftore his health, making the greater! 
promifes to ferve both him and his Order. Hearing that 
the man of God would not be prevailed on by his promifes to 
comply with his requeft, he in treated Ferdinand, king of Na- 
ples to fend him. Francis anfwered pofitivcly, that he could 
not tempt God, or undertake a voyage of a thoufand miles to 
work a miracle, which was allied upon low and merely human 
motives. Lewis did not yet defift, but defired the pope to in- 
terpofe in favour of his requeft. Sixtus IV. by two briefs, com- 
manded Francis immediately to repair to the king. Hereupon 
the obedient faint, without delay, fet out and pafled through 
Naples, where he was exceedingly honoured by king Ferdinand. 
He took alfo Rome in his way, where he was treated with the 
higher! diftincYion by the pope and cardinals. Embarking at 
Oftia, he landed in France, and cured many fick of the plague 
in Provence, as he pafled. Lewis, in great joy, gave a purfe 
of ten thoufand crowns to him who brought the firft news of 
the faint's arrival in his dominions, and fent the Dauphin, with 
the principal lords of his court, to meet him at Amboife^ and 
to conduct him to his palace. The faint arrived at Pleflis, on 
the twenty-fourth of April, in 1482. The king went out to 
meet him, attended with all his court, and falling on his knees 
conjured him to obtain of God the prolongation of his life. St. 
Francis told him, no wife man ought to entertain fuch a de- 
lire. To which he added this ufeful leflbn, that the lives of 
kings had their appointed limits no lefs than thofe of his meaneft 
fubjects, that God's decree was unchangeable, and that there 
remained nothing to be done but for his majefty to refign him- 
felf to the divine will, and prepare for a happy death. The 
king gave orders that he mould be lodged in an apartment in 
his palace, near the chapel, and afligncd him an interpreter. 
St. Francis often fpoke to his majefty both in private and before 
his courtiers, and always with fuch vvifdom, though a man 
without learning, that Philip Cornmines, who frequently heard 
him, fays, that all prefent were perfuaded the Holy Ghoffc 
fpoke by his mouth. By his prayeis and exhortations he ef- 
fected a perfect change in the king's heart, who having recom- 
mended to him his three children, and the repofe of his foul, 
died in his arms perfectly rcfigned, on the thirtieth of Augull, 
in 14H3. 

King Charles VIII. honoured the faint even more than 

his father Lewis hud done ; would do nothing in the affairs of 

his 
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his confcience, or even in thofe of the ih.te, without his ad- 
vice ; vifited him every day as long as he flayed at Pleffis, 
landing before him as a difciple, and engaged him to ftand 
godfather to his ton the Dauphin, to whom he gave the name 
of our faint. He built for him a beautiful convent in the park of 
Pleflis, in a place called Montils : and another at Amboife, and 
upon the very fpot where he met him when he was Dauphin : and 
going to Rome in 1495, where he made a triumphant entry, 
and was fainted emperour of Conftantinople by pope Alexander 
VI. he built there on Mount Pincio a flately monaftery for 
this Order, under the name of the BlefFed Trinity, in which 
none but Frenchmen can be admitted. In his reign the faint 
founded the convent of Nigeon near Paris, in which affair 
two doctors, who had violently oppofed the inftitute before the 
bifhop of Paris, were fo moved by the fight of the faint at 
Pleflis, that they entered his Order in 1506- Pope Julius IL 
again approved the rule in which the faint had made fome al- 
terations. King Charles VIII. dying in 1498, Lewis XIIj 
fucceeded him. Pie at firil gave the faint leave to return to 
Italy ; but quickly recalled it, and heaped honours and bene- 
factions on all his relations. St. Francis fpent the three lafi 
months of his life within his cell, to prepare himfelf for a hap- 
py death, denying himfelf all communication with mankind, 
that nothing might divert his thoughts from death and eternity. 
Pie fell fick of a fever on Palm-Sunday in 1506. On Maun- 
dy-Thurfday he afTembled all his religious in the facrifty, and 
exhorted them to the love of God, charity with one another 
and with all men, to a punctual obfervance of all the duties 
of their rule. After having made his confefiion, he commu- 
nicated barefoot, and with a cord about his neck, which 
is the cuftom of his Order. He died on the fecond of April 
1111508, being ninety-one years old (d). He was canonized 
by Leo X. in 1519- His body remained uncorruptcd in the 
church of Plems-les-Tours, till the year 1562, when the Hu- 
gonots broke open the fhrine and found it entire, fifty- five years 
after his death. They dragged it about the ftrcets, and burnt 
it in a fire which they had made with the wood of a great 
crucifix (2). Some of his bones were recovered by the catho- 
licks, and arc kept in fcveral churches of his Order at Pleffis, 

Nigeon, 

(2) Buillct, Plelyot Hid. ties Ord. Rclig. L,c Fevre, the Con- 
tin, of Floury, Croiilcv. 



(d) F. Papebroch had wrote, 
that 8l. Francis was born only 
in 1^38, and die J lixry-nine 



years old ; but retracted this 
mifhike after he had icen the 
diflcmtion of F. O'iry. 
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Nigeon, Paris 5 Aix, Naples, Paula, and Madrid, In Tours 
the fame Calvinifts burned the body of St. Martin, Alcuin and 
many others. But Lewis of Bourbon, duke of Montpenfier, 
governour of Anjou, Touraine, and Maine, a virtuous and va- 
liant prince, fbon gave chace to thofe facrilegious plunderers, 
and reftored the churches and religious places to their former 
pofleflbrs (e). St. Francis wrote two rules for his friars, with 
a Correftorium? or method of enjoining penances, and a third 
rule for nuns 3 all approved by pope Julius II. in 1506, 

On the fame DAY. 

St. Apian, M. called by the Greeks and Latins Afpian, and 
ibmetim.es Amphian. He was born of rich and illuftrious parents 
in Lycia, and by them fent in his youth toftudy eloquence, philo- 
ibphy and the Roman laws in the famous fchools of Berytus, in 
Phoenicia, He made a moll rapid progrcfs in learning : but it 
was his grcateft happinefs that, having embraced the chriftian faith, 
he by the means of prayer and retirement, preferved his inno- 
cence and virtue untainted in the midft of vice and lewdnefs. Re- 
turning home after his ftudies he found his parents yet idolaters ; 
and therefore withdrew to Casfarea in Palefline, being at that 
time eighteen years of age. St. Pamphilus there expounded the 
holy fcriptures with great piety and learning, and Apian became 
one of his auditors. Such was his conduct in that ichool of mar- 
tyrs as prepared him to take the lead among them, and fee the reft 
an example. Diocletian having abdicated the empire at Nicorne- 
dia, on the firft of May in 305, Galerius Maximianus, the chief 
promoter of his bloody perfecution, was declared empcrour of the 
Eaft, which Maxim inus Daia governed under him, as Csefar. 
There came letters to Cxfarea from the lad-mentioned, containing 
orders to the governour to compel all perlbns whatever to attend 
the publick fblcmu iacrificcs : Then Apian, without having com- 
municated his defign to any pcrfbn, " Not even to us, fiys the 
" hiftorian Eufcbius, with whom he dwelt," went to find out the 
governour Urbanus as he was lacrificing, and came near to him 
without being perceived by the guards that furrounded him ; and 
taking hold of his right-hand, with which he was performing the 
ceremony, Hopped him, faying ; it was an impious thing to neglect 
the worship of the true God, and to lacriticc to idols and demons. 
God inrpired this generous youth, not yet twenty years of age, 
by this daring and extraordinary action, to confound the impiety 
of the perfecutors, and to fhew them the courage of his fervaats. 
The guards iidbntly fell upon him like ib many wild hearts, cruel- 
ly bulleted his face, beat him down to the ground, kicked him 

un- 



(c) See the verbal procels and 
informations relating to the ia- 
crileges committed in pillaging 
this church and convent of Pieflis 



taken in the pre li dial court of 
Tours, in 1562 and 1565, iriLc 

Colic, p. 4^z. 
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unmercifully, hideoufiy tore his mouth and lips, and wounded him 
in every pare of his body. He was then thrown into a dark dun- 
geon, where he remained a day and a night with his feet ft retched 
very wide in the ftocks. The next day he was brought before 
the governour who commanded hefhould iuffer the moft e::quifite 
tortures. He had his fidcj torn fo that his bones aud entrails 
appeared : and his face was fo iwoln with the blows he had re- 
ceived, that he could not be known by his molt intimate acquaint- 
ance. His only an fiver to all queftions was: " I am a fervant of 
* c (Thrift." His conftancy having thrown tha tyrant into a trans- 
port of rage, he ordered the executioners to apply to his feet 
lighted matches of flax dipped in oil. The fire burned up his 
fiefh. and penetrated even to the very bones, and the juice of his 
body dropped from him like melted wax, but he 1HI1 continued 
refolute. His patience ftruck the perfecutors with aftonifhment: 
and when preiTcd by his tormentors to facriflce and obey the judge , 
fi::ing his eyes upon them he only replied: " I confeis Chriit the 
c< only God, and the only God. his father." He was then re- 
manded to prifon where he continued three days. Being then 
brought before the judge, he per/ifted in his confeiTion, and 
though half- dead was by his order caft into the fea. A prodigy 
enfucd, of which thei-e were as many witnefles, fays Eufebius, as 
citizens of Caei'area. He was no fooner thrown into the water 
with ft ones tied to his feet, but both the fea and the city were 
fhook with an earthquake accompanied with a dreadful noile, and 
the lea, as if it was not able to endure the corpfe of the martyr, 
threw it up before the gates of the city : all the inhabitants wenr. 
out to fee this prodigy, and gave glory to the God of the chri- 
ftians, conferring aloud the name of Jefus Chrift. The triumph 
of St. Apian happened on the fecond of April 306, in the nine- 
teenth year of his age. See Eufebius, an eyewitnefs, Hilt. 

b. 8. ch. 14. and in his genuine acts in Chaldaick, given to the 
publick by Atfemani, T. 2. p. 188. 

St. Tmeodosia, V. M. She was a native of Tyre. Haviag 
been educated in the christian faith, fhe had by vow confederated 
her virginity to God. She was not eighteen years of ajjc when, 
in 308, being at Cxfarea, and beholding there the cruelties exer- 
cifcd by the barbarous governour upon the fcrvants of God, her 
y,eal prompted her to addrefs the confeflbrs who flood bound in the 
f]uare before the governour 's court lobe interrogated. She con- 
gratulated them on their happinels, and befbught them to re- 
member her in their prayers when ihey fliould be with God, and 
carneftly exhorted them to patience and perleverance. The 
guards apprehended her as if guilty of a crime on account of this 
action, and prcfemcd her to die governour who for three years 
and a half had ibught in vain, by every invention of cruelty, to 
extirpate the chrifhan name out of his province ; but finding the 
blood of martyrs to be a iced which ferved to further the propa- 
gation of chrillianity, lie was no longer mailer of his fury. See- 
ing the undaunted air with which tins tender virgin appeared be- 

Vol. U. C fore 
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fore him, he took it for an inliilt of his power, and caufed her 
to be itr etched on ■ the rack in the moft cruel manner ; and her 
fides and breads to be torn with iron-hooks and pincers, and at 
length her breafts to be cut off with the utmoit barbarity. No- 
thing could draw from her the leaft complaint or figh : but ihe 
fufrercd thefc torcuixs with an amiable chearfulnefs painted on her 
face, and fweetly faid to the judge; 4t By your cruelty you pro- 
" cure me that great happinels which it was my grief to fee de- 
* c ferrcd. I rejoice to ice myfclf called to this crown, and re- 
<L turn hearty thanks to God for vouchfaring me fuch a favour." 
She was yet alive when the governour finding it impoflible to add 
to ]iis cruelty, ordered her to be thrown into the fea. The other 
confeffors he condemned to the mines in Paleftine ; but was him- 
ielf fhortly after beheaded by his mailer for his crimes. Sr. 
TLeodofia received her crown on the fecond of April, on which 
day her name occurs in the Roman, Greek, Rufhan and other 
calendars. Her memory is honoured with particular devotion at 
Venice, and in many other places — Concerning her martyrdom, 
lee Eufebius an eyewitnefs, in his hiftory of the martyrs of 
Paleftine, ch. 7. and her acts publifhed from the Chaldaick by 
Aflemani, T. 2. p. 204(^7). 

St. Nicetius, called by the French Nizier, archbifiiop of 
Lyons, C. He was deic ended from an ancient noble Gaul ifli family 
in Burgundy, and by the care of virtuous parents received a learned 
and pious education. Humility and affiduous prayer were his fa- 
vourite virtues from the cradle. In his father's houfe he always 
choie to appear the loweft in the family, though by birth he had 
a right to claim the higheft place next his parents. He readily 
gave a preference in all things to his brethren ; and took a lin- 
gular delight during his hours of recreation in performing the 
molt fervile offices. He inftructed, with the utmolfc diligence, 
the for van ts and children in all chriftian duties, and taught them 
the pfalter and church office. He fiiccccded his uncle, St. Scrdot, 
in the lee of Lyons, in 551, which he governed with indefa- 
tigable xeal during twenty-two years till his happy death on the 
iccond day of April in 573- Great miracles confirmed the opi- 
nion of his fanctity : his relic ks arc prefcrved in the pariflt 
church of his name in Lyons, his memory is famous in France, 
and recorded in the Roman martyrology. 

(/t) St. Thcodofia fuffercd under eighteen years of age : St, 
Apian nor yet twenty. 
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APRIL 3. 

SSa AGAPE, CHIONIA and IRENE, 

Sifters and Companions, Martyrs. 

Prom their original aSfs^ abridged oat of the prefidial court re~ 
glfters of Tbejfalonica, in Surius^ Ruinart, p. 421. Tillc?nofit 7 
ST. 5. p. 420. and 680. Ccillcr, T. 3. p. 490, 

I 

A. D. 304. 

THESE three fitters lived at Theflalonica, and their pa- 
rents were heathens when they fufFered martyrdom in the 
year 303. The emperour Dioclelian publifhed an edict for- 
bidding under pain of death any perfons to keep the holy 
fcriptures. Xhefe faints concealed many volumes of thofe 
facred books, bat were not difco\ r ered or apprehended till 
the year following ; when, as their acts relate, Dulcetius the 
governour being feated on his tribunal, Artemifius the fe- 
cretary faid : 4C If you pleafe I will read an information. 
* c given in by the Stationary (a), concerning fevera! perfons 
<c here prefent." Dulcetius faid : 66 Let the information be 
cc read." The folicitor read as follows : cc The Penfioner 
tc Carlander to Dulcetius prefident of Macedonia, greeting. I 
cc fend to your highnefs fix christian women with a man, who 
<c have refufed to eat meats facrificed to the gods. They 
* c are called Agape, Chionia, Irene, Cafia, Philippa, Euty- 
Cc chia, and the man's name is Agatho, therefore I have caufed 
€t them to be brought before you." The prefident turning tc* 
the women, faid : cc Wretches, what madnefs is this of yours 
<c that you will not obey the pious commands of the empe- 
<c rours and Caefars ?" He then faid to Agatho : " Why will 
cc you not eat of the meats offered to the gods like other fub- 
cc jc£b of the empire ?" He anfwered : tc beeaufc I am a chri- 
" ftian." Dulcetius. " Do you Hill perfift in that refolu- 
iC tion ?" " Certainly," replied Agatho. Dulcetius next 

C 2 addreilcd 



(a) Stationarlus; was a per (on 
appointed io kee p ward in any 
place. Such officers when di- 
ll ingui (lied by certain privileges 



or particular benefits conferred 
upon rhem fur pair, lervices in 
the army were alio called Bene- 
iicuuii. 



so SS. AGAPE, CHIONIA, Cfc. April 3: 

addreffed himfelf to Agape, faying: " What are your fenti- 
<c mentb?" Agape anfwered: cc 1 believe in the living God 5 
<c and will not by an evil action lofe all the merit of my paft 
« life." Then the prefident faid : « What fay you Chionia?" 
She anfwered : cc I believe in the living God, and for thatrea- 
tc fon did not obey your orders." The prefident turning to 
Irene, faid : " Why did not you obey the moft pious com- 
* c mand of our emperours and Caefars ?" Irene faid : c< For 
* c fear of offending God." Prefident. " But what fay you, 
« Cafia ?" She faid : " I defire to fave my foul." Prefident- 
cc Will not you partake of the facred offerings ?" Cafia, 
<c By no means." Prefident. * c But you, Philippa, what do 
<c you fay ?" She anfwered : cc I fay the fame tiling." Pre- 
* c fident. ' c What is that?" Philippa. « That I had ra- 
cc ther die than eat of your facrifices." Prefident. " And 
cc you, Eutychia, what do you fay?" tc I fay the fame thing, 
<c faid fhe, that I had rather die than do what you command." 
Prefident. cc Are you married ?" Eutychia. cc My hufband 
* c has been dead almoft thefe feven months." <c By whom 
cc are you with child ?" She anfwered : cc By him whom 
* c God gave me for my hufband." ™ I advife you, Eutychia, 
* 6 to leave this folly, and refume a reafbnable way of thinking; 
<c what do you fay ? will you obey the imperial edict ?" Euty- 
chia. No : for I am a chriftian, and ferve the Almighty 
,c God." Prefident. " Eutychia being big with child let her 
* c be kept in prifon." Afterwards Dulcetius added: 4C Agape, 
<c what is your refolution ? will you do as we do who are obe- 
cc dient and dutiful to the emperours ?" Agape. tc It is not 
<c proper to obey Satan ; my foul is not to be overcome by 
cc thefe difcourfes." Prefident. <c And you, Chionia, what 
<c is your final anfwer ?" cc Nothing can change me," faid 
lhe. Prefident. " Have you not fome books, papers, or 
<c other writings relating to the religion of the impious chri- 
cc flians ?" Chionia faid : " We have none : the emperours 
« now reigning have taken them all from us." Prefident. 
« c Who drew you into this perfuafion ?" She faid : cc Almighty 
«< God." Prefident. <c Who induced you to embrace this 
<c folly ?" Chionia repeated again, " Almighty God and his 
* c only Son our Lord Jefus Chrift.** Dulcetius. ci You arc 
« all bound to obey our moft puiflant emperours and Csefars. 
* 4 But beca ufe you have lb long obftinatcly defpifed their juffc 
tc commands, and fo many edicts, admonitions and threats, 
cc and have had the boldnefs and rafhnefs to defpife our orders, 
cc retaining the impious name of chriflians ; and fince to this 
« very time you have not obeyed the Stationaries and officers 

** who folicited you to renounce Jcfus Chrift in writing;, you 

« fhall 



cc 
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ic fliall receive the punifhment you deferve." Then he read 
their fentence which was worded as follows : " I condemn 
tc Agape and Chionia to be burnt alive for having out of ma- 
** lice and obftinacy acled in contradiction to the divine edicts 
*' of our lords the emperours and Csefars, and who at pre fen t 
<c profefs the rafti and falfe religion of cbriftians, which all 
" pious perfons abhor/' He added : " As for the other four, 
** let them be confined in clofe prifon during my pleafure." 

After thefe two had been confumed in the fire, Irene was a 
third time brought before the prefident. Dulcetius faid to her: 
Your madnefs is plain fince you have kept to this day fo many 
* £ books, parchments, codicils and papers of the fcriptures of the 
44 impious chriftians. You was forced to acknowledge them when 
<c they were produced before you though you had before denied 
cc you had any (b). You will not take warning from the pu- 
<c nifliments of your lifters, neither have you the fear of death 
ct before your eyes, your punifhment therefore is unavoidable. 
cc In the mean time I do not refufe even now to make fome 
cc condefcenlion in your behalf. Notwithftanding your crime, 
<c you may find pardon and be freed from punifhment, if you 
cc will yet worfhip the gods. What fay you then ? will you 
<c obey the orders of the emperours ? are you ready to facri- 
66 fice to the gods, and eat of the victims V 9 Irene. cc By 
cc no means : for thofe that renounce Jefus Chrift the Son of 
ct God are threatened with eternal fire." Dulcetius. cc Who 
* c perfuaded you to conceal thofe books and papers fo long V 
Irene. * c Almighty God, who has commanded us to love him 
66 even unto death ; on which account we dare not betray him, 
<c but rather chufe to be burnt alive or fuller any thing what- 
ci foever than difcover fuch writings/' Prefident. cc Who 
c< knew that thofe writings were in the houfe ?" " No body, 
<c laid fhe, but the Almighty from whom nothing is hid : for 
u we concealed them even from our own domcflicks, left they 
cc fhould accufe us." Prefident. " Where did you hide 
c< yourfelves laft year when the pious edict of our emperours 
Cc was firft publiflied ?" Irene- *' Where it pleafed God, 
<c in the mountains." Prefident. " With whom did you 
cc live ?'* Irene. " Wc were in the open air, fome* 
<e times on one mountain, fome limes on another." Prefident* 
<c Who fupplied you with bread ?" Irene. cc God, who 
c< gives food to all flcfh. ,3r Prefident. " Was your father 
* tf privy to it ?" c< Irene. No ; he had not tiie lean; 

C 3 cc know- 

(&) They probably -were not nied them: or flic only denied 
then in her cuitody, at lealt not hcrfclf convittcd of the l:\tt hi 
known to Chionia, who had cle- court. 
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cc knowledge of it." Prefideat. tc Which of your neigh- 
64 bours knew it ?" Irene. <c Enquire in the neighbour- 
<c hood, and make your fearch." Preiident. " After you re- 
6C turned from the mountains, as you fay, did you read thofe 
ic books to any body r" Irene. " They were hid at our own 
cc houfe, and we durft not produce them; and we were in 
* c great trouble bccaufe we could not read them night and day 
<c as we had been accuftomed to do." Dulcetius. cc Your fifters 
* c have already fuffered the punifhments to which they were 
<c condemned. As for you, Irene, tho' you were condemned to 
* c death before your flight for having hid thefe writings, I will 
<c not have you die fo Suddenly : but I order that you be ex- 
's pofed naked in a brothel, and be allowed one loaf a day to 
<c be fent you from the palace; and that the guards do not 
<c fufFer you to ftir out of it one moment under pain of death 
<c to them." The infamous fentence was rigoroufly executed ; 
but God protecting her, no man durft approach her, nor fay 
or do any indecency to her. The prefident caufed her to be 
brought again before him, and faid to her : tc Do you ftill per- 
<c lift in your raftinefs i" " Not in rafhnefs, faid Irene, but 
<c in piety towards God." Dulcetius. " You (hall fuffer the 
* 6 juft punifhment of your infolence and obftinacy." And 
having called for paper he wrote this fentence : " Since Irene 
* € will not obey the emperour's orders and facrifice to the gods, 
<c but on the contrary, perfifts ftill in the religion of the 
<; chriftians, I order her to be immediately burnt alive as her 
<c fifters have been." Dulcetius had no {boner pronounced 
this fentence but the foldiers feized Irene and brought her to a 
a riling ground where her fifters had fuffered martyrdom, and 
having lighted a large pile, ordered her to mount thereon. 
Irene linging pfalms, and celebrating the glory of God, threw 
her/elf on the pile, and was there confumed in the ninth con- 
fulfil ip of DiocJefian, and the eighth of Maximian, on the flrft 
day of April ; but Ado, Ufuard, and the Roman martyrolo- 
gy name St. Agape and Chionia on the third, and St. Irene 
en the fifth of April. 

St. RICHARD, B. C. 

From his life by Ralph Bocking, fome time his Confeffdrius^ in 
two books, dedicated to lfabcl countefs of rfrundcl ; extant in the 
/it! a Sam* tontn:. The fame is abridged in Sarins. See another 
life of this faint in Cajgrave^ written a/Jo Joan after his 
death. 

Q 'V. Richard, wan born at the manor of Wichc, fa- 
t,'y inoiis fur its fall well*;, (our miles from V.'on'rfler, being 
ftcoiid fon Lo Richard and Alice de • ■ f n -.i>Uv to 
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keep faithfully his baptifmai vows, he from his infancy al- 
ways manifeued the utmoft diflike to gay diverfions, and 
ever held in the higheft contempt all worldly pomp : in- 
ftead of which his attention was wholly employed in eftablifli- 
ing for himfelf a folid foundation of virtue and learning. Every 
opportunity of ferving others he regarded as his happinefs and 
gain. The unfortunate fituation of his eJdeft brother's affairs 
gave him an occafion of exercifing his benevolent difpofition. 
Richard condefcended to become his brother's fervant, under- 
took the management of his farms, and by his induflry and 
generofity effectually retrieved his brother's before- di ft reffed 
circumftances. Having completed this good work, he re- 
fumed at Paris thofe ftudies he had begun at Oxford, lead- 
ing with two fele& companions a life of piety and mortifica- 
tion, generally contenting himfelf with coarfe bread and Am- 
ple water for his diet ; except that on Sundays and on particular 
feftivals, he would in condefcendance to fome vifiters, allow 
himfelf a little meat or filth. Upon his return to England, he 
proceeded mafter of arts at Oxford, from whence he went to 
Bologna in Italy, where he applied himfelf to the fludy of the 
canon law, and was appointed publick profeiTor of that fcience. 
After having taught there a fhort time, he returned to Oxford, 
and on account of his merit was foon promoted to the dignity of 
chancellor in that univerfity. St. Edmund archbifhop of Canter- 
bury having the happinefs of gaining him for his diocefe; 
appointed him his chancellor, and entrufted him with the chief 
direction of his archbifhoprick ; and Richard was the faithful 
imitator of his patron's piety and devotions. The principal 
ufe he made of his revenues was to employ them to charitable 
purpofes, nor would he on any terms be prevailed on to accept 
the lean; prefent in the execution of his office as ecclcfuftical 
judge. He accompanied his holy prelate in his bani/hment into 
France, and after his blefTcd death at Pontigni, retired into a 
convent of Dominican friars in Orleans. Having in that foli- 
tudc employed his time in the improving himfelf in theological 
ftudies, and received the order of prietthood, he returned to 
England to ferve a private curacy, in the diocefe of Canterbury. 
Boniface who had fucceeded St. Edmund in that metropolitan 
fee, compelled him to rc funic his office of chancellor with 
the care of his whole diocefe. Ralph Nevil, bi/hop of Chichef- 
ter dying in 1244, king Henry 111. recommended to that fee 
an unworthy court favourite called Robert Pallelew : the arch- 
bifhop and other prelates declared the perfon not qualified, and 
the prefentation void : and preferred Richard De Wiche to that 
dignity, lie was confee rated in 1245. J Jut the king fciyxd his 

temporalities, and the faint Aiffercd many hardships and perfucu- 

C 4 tioiis 
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tions from him and his officers during two years till his majefty 
granted him a replevin : upon which he recovered his revenues, 
but much impaired. And as, after having pleaded his caufe at 
Rome before pope Innocent IV. agamlT the king's deputies, and 
obtained a fentencc confirming his ele£hon he had permitted no 
perfecution, fatigue, or difficulty to excufe him to himfelf for 
the omifJion of any part of his duty to his flock ; fo now , the 
chief obftacles being removed, he redoubled his fervour and 
attention. He in perfon vifited the fick, buried the dead, and 
ibught out and relieved the poor. When his fteward complained 
that his alms exceeded his income : 6 * then, faid he, fell my 
<c plate, and my horfe." Having fufFered a great lofs by fire, 
Inftead of being more fparing in his charities, he faid, cc per- 
4C haps God fent us this lofs to punifh our covetoufnefs," and 
ordered upon the fpot more abundant alms to be given than 
ufual. Such was the ardour of his devotion that he lived as it 
were in the perpetual contemplation of heavenly things. He 
preached the word of God to his flock with that unction and 
fuccefs, which only an eminent fpirit of prayer could pro- 
duce. The affronts which he received, he always repaid with 
favours, and enmity with fingular marks of charity. In main- 
taining difcipline he was inflexible, efpecially in chaftifing crimes 
in the clergy : no interceffion of the king, archbifliop and feve- 
ral other prelates could prevail with him to mitigate the punifh- 
ment of a prieft who had finned againft chaffity. Yet penitent 
jinners he received with inexpreflible tendernefs and charity. 
Whilft he was employed in preaching a holy war againft the 
Saracens, being commiflionec] thereto by the pope, he fell lick 
of a fever, foretold his own death, and prepared himfelf for it 
by the mod melting ejaculations of divine love and thankfgiving. 
He deceafed in a hofpital at Dover, called God's Houfc on the 
3d of April, in the year of our Lord 1253, of his epifcopal 
dignity the 9th, of his age the 56th. His body was conveyed 
to Chichefter, and interred before the altar which he himfelf 
had confecrated in his cathedral to the memory of St. Edmund. 
It was removed to a nioic honourable place in 1276, on the 
1 6th of June, on which clay our anccftors commemorated his 
tranflation. The fame of miraculous cures of paralytick and 

other diftempcrs, and of three perfons rai fed to life at his tomb, 
moved the pope to appoint commiflaries to enquire into the 
truth of thcie reports befoie whom many of thefe miracles 
were authentically proved upon the fpot ; and the faint was fo- 

lemnly canonized by Urban IV. in 1262. 
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On the fame DAY 

S. Ulpian, M. He was a young zealous chriftian of Tyre, 
who being encouraged by the example of St. Apian and other mar- 
tyrs at Casfarea, boldly confefled Chrift before the cruel judge 
Urbanus. The enraged governour ordered him to be Bril leverely 
fcourged, and then tortured on the rack ; his joints being thereby 
diflocated, his bones broke, and his body fo univerfally fore that 
the flighteft touch occaiioned exceflivc pain. He was tewed up 
after this in a leather bag with a dog and an alpick, laid on a cart 
drawn by black bulls, carried to the lea-fide, and caft into the 
waves. See Euf. on the martyrs of Paleftinc, ch. 5. 

St. Nicetas, abbot. He was a native of Bithynia, and from 
his infancy was brought up in auftere monafteries by the care of 
his pious father Philarctus who after the lols of his wife had him- 
felf embraced a monaftick ftate. Nicetas emulated the molt per- 
feci: examples of virtues : his mind was wholly occupied in prayer 
and pious reading, and his body was lb extenuated by the fe verity 
of his fafts and watching, that it nearly retembled a walking ske- 
leton. But his Ibul grew the more vigorous and active in propor- 
tion as it was more ditengaged from the flelh, and by contempla- 
tion approached nearer to the angels. St. Nicephorus appointed 
him his coadjutor, and afterwards recommended him to be his 
lucceflbur in the abbey of Mcdicion which he had founded on mount 
Olympus, under the rule of the Accemetes. In this calm and ami- 
able retreat the faint and a hundred holy monks under his direc- 
tion, led the lives of terreftrial angels, when the devil found means 
to dilturb their tranquillity, though in the end his attempts only 
terved to furnilli their virtue with more diftinguifhed occafions of 
triumph. In 813, the empcrour Leo the Armenian renewed the 
war againft holy images, and, in 814, banifhed the patriarch St. 
Nicephorus, and intruded into his tee one Theodofius, an impious 
officer of the court. The zeal of Nicetas for the catholick faith 
was recompenfed by two banifliments, a rigid imprifbnmcnt, and 
other lev ere fuffer ings. Theodo/ius having pronounced anathema 
againft all who did not honour the image of Jefus Chrift, our 
abbot regarding him as orthodox, contented with many other con- 
feffors to receive the communion from his hands. But was imme- 
diately {lung with rcmorfc, fearing left he had been drawn into a 
conformity which ibmc might interpret to the prejudice of the 
truth. Hereupon he openly protefted that he would never aban- 
don the faith of his anceftors, or obey the falte patriarch. He re- 
jected the offers of preferment at court, and chote rather to iufter 
a cruel baniflimcnt into the ifland of S. Glyceria in the extremities 
of tlie Propontis, under the guard of Anthimus, a court eunuch 
who confined him in a dark dungeon, the key of which he 
:? 1 w ay .s kept in his own cuftody. A little food, merely what teemed 
lKrvifary to prefervc him alive, was carclclsly thrown in to him 
through a little window, in this martyrdom: he lingered fix years, 

till 
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till the death of Leo the Armenian who was murdered on Chriftmas- 
day, in 820. Michael the Stutterer who then afbended the throne, 
reieafcd the prhoners. St. !N ice taschofe, out of humility neither 
to return to his monaftery, nor to live at Conitantinople, but Ihut- 
ting himlelf up in a fmall hermitage near that city, prepared 
himlelf for death, which he met with joy oh the 3d of April, 
$24. Many miracles rendered his name illuftrious on earth — See 
his life by an intimate acquaintance, in Surius, D. Andilly, Pape- 
broch, Fleury, b. 46. 

APRIL 4. 

Saint ISIDORE Bifhop of Seville. 

From his works and thofe of SS. Braulio and lldefonfe his difci~ 
pies. His life compiled by Luke bijhop of Tuy in Galicia, in 
1236, extant in Ma billon Sac. Ben. 2. jheivs not that accuracy 
and judg?nent which we ad??iire in the books of that author again/i 
the Albigenfes ; nor is it here made ufe of 

A. D. 636. 

CT. Isidore is honoured in Spain as the molt illuftrious 
*^ doctor of that church, in which God raifed him, fays St. 
Braulio (1) to ftem the torrent of barbarifm and ferocity which 
every where followed the arms of the Goths, who had fettled 
themfelves in that kingdom in 412. The eighth great council 
of Toledo, 14 years after his death, ftyles him The excellent 
doSlor^ the late ornament of the catholick churchy the ?nofl learned man 
given to enlighten the later ages y always to be named zvith reverence* 
The city Carthagena was the place of his birth, which his pa- 
rents, Scvcrian and Theodora, perfons of the firft. quality in 
the kingdom, edified by the example of their extraordinary piety. 
His two brothers Lcander and Fulgentius, bifhops, and his 
filler Florcntina are alio honoured among the faints. Ifidore 
having qualified himfelf in his youth for the fervicc of the 
church by an uncommon flock of virtue and learning, aflifted 
his brother Lcander, archbifliop of Seville, in the convcrfion of 
the Vifigoths from the Arian herefy. T his great work he had 
the happinefs to fee perfectly accompli/lied by his indefatigable 
zeal and labours which he continued during the fucccflive 

reigns 



(1) Rraenot. lib. Ifidor; 
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reigns of the kings Reccared, Liuba, Witerick, Gundcmar, 
Sifebut and Sifemund. Upon the deceafe of St. Leander in 
600, or 601, he fucceeded him in the fee of Seville (a). He 
reftored and fettled the difcipline of the church of Spain in fe- 
veral councils, of all which he was the oracle and the foul* 
The purity of their docStrine, and the fe verity of the canons 
enacted in them, drawn up chiefly by him, are incontestable 
monuments of his great learning and zeal (b). In the council 
of Seville in 619, in which he prefided, he, in a publick difpu- 
tation, convinced Gregory of his error, abrlhop of the Acephali 
who was come over from Syria; and fo evidently did he con- 
fute the Eutychian herefy, that Gregory upon the fpot em- 
braced the catholick faith. In 610, the bifliops of Spain, in a 
council held at Toledo, agreed to declare the archbifhop of that 
city primate of all Spain, as, they fay, he had always been ac- 
knowledged ; which decree king Gundemar confirmed by a law 
the fame year; and St. Ifidore fubferibed the fame. Yet we 
find that in the fourth council of Toledo in 633, the moft fa- 
mous of all the fynods of Spain, though Juftus, the archbi- 
fhop of Toledo, was prefent, St. Ifidore prefided, not by the 
privilege of his fee, but on the bare confideration of his extra- 
ordinary merit ; for he was regarded as the eminent doctor of 
the churches of Spain. The city of Toledo was honoured 
with the rcfidence of the Vifigoth kings. 

St. Ifidore, to extend to poftcrity the advantages which his 
labours had procured to the church, compiled many ufeful 
works : in which he takes in the whole circle of the fciences, 
and difcovers a moft extenfive reading, and a general acquain- 
tance with the ancient writers both facred and profane. In the 
moral parts his ftyle is pathetick and moving, being the lan- 
guage of a heart over-flowing with fentiments of religion and 
piety : and though elegance and politenefs of ftyle were not the 
advantage of that age, the diction of this father is agreeable 
and clear (c) m The faint was well verfed in the Latin, Greek 
and Hebrew languages. 



(/*) Not in 59s, as Cave, Sec. 
fty, for Sr. Gregory wrote to 
St. Leander in 599, 1. 9. ep. 
60, 6 1 . 

( b ) See on the councils the 
rfiiJeri at ions of the learned car- 
dinal d'Aguirre. 

(O The Latin and Greek lan- 
guages area neceifary introduc- 
tion to learning, they are rcuui- 



fite to open to us the fburccs of 
iacrcd ltudies, and are adopted 
by the church in her liturgies 
to prevent the inconveniences, 

and dangerous conicqucnccs of 
continual alterations, and vari- 
ations: they are likewile the key 
which unlock to us the original 
anil moft accomplifhcd matters 
of polite litcrauire and alniolt 

all 
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St. Udefonfe fays that this faint governed his church near forty 
years, but cannot mean above thirty -fix or thirty- feven. When 
he was aim oft fourlcore years old, though age and fatigues had 
undermined and broken into his health, he never interrupted 
his ufual exercifes and labours. During the laft fix months of 
his life he increafed his charities with fuch profufion, that the 
poor of the whole country crowded his houfe from morning 
till night. Perceiving his end to draw near, he intreated two 
bifhops to come to fee him. With them he went to the church 
where one of them covered him with fackcloth, the other 
put afhes on his head. Cloathed with the habit of penance he 

i\ retched 



all the fciences. Thefe and 
other rcaJbns moved St. Ifidorc 
to cultivate the ftudy of thofe lan- 
guages. The Latin tongue, 
though degenerating from its 
purity ever fincc the reign of 
JDomitian, ftili continued the liv- 
ing language among the old Ro- 
man inhabitants of Spain ; but 
began to be embafed by the 
mixture of the Goths : and this 
alteration was afterwards much 
increafed by the irruption cf 
the Moors, and by the commerce 
of other barbarous nations. To 
prclcrvc the knowledge of the 
.Latin tongue, St. Ifidore wrote 
icvcral treatifes on grammar. He 
compiled others on philofophy, 
on the holy fcripturcs, and on 
various fubjects of piety, as on 
prayer, penance, and the con- 
tempt of the world. He has 
likewile left us a lilt of 92 ec- 
clcfiaftical writers from Pope 
Sixtus I IJ. with whom S. Jcrom 
concluded his catalogue, a Chro- 
nicle from the begining of the 
world down to his own time, 
and a Hiltory of the Goths from 
the year 176. The mofr famous 
of his works arc 20 books of 
Kiywobfiies or Origins > in which 
he lays clown the principles of 
the different fciences, beginning 
from grammar. His three books 
of the >St'?itinc€S y or on the 0////2 - 



wnm Bonum y are a furnmary cf 
theology on the divine attributes, 
Oil virtues and vices, confuting 
of fentences gleaned from the 
writings of SS. Auftin, Gre- 
gory, &c. In his two books on 
the divine or ccclcji apical Offices , he 
explains the canonical hours, 
ceremonies, feafts and faffs of 
the church. He fays that our 
fathers eftabliflied the feftivals 
of the apoftles and martyrs to 
excite us to an imitation of their 
virtues, to affociate us to their ■ 
merits, and that we may be af lift- 
ed by their prayers, yet to none 
of tin m do we offer lacrifice, 
but only to the God of martyrs. 
(!• 1. c. 34) Among the faft- 
days he mentions two which arc 
not now obferved, viz. the firft 
days of January and November. 
His mon attic k rule which he ad- 
dreffed to the monks of Honori, 
reiembles that of St. Rennet. In 
it he orders mafs to be faid 
for every deceafed brother, 
and on Monday in Whitfun-* 
weak for all the faithful de- 
parted. He prefcribes that 
they proflratc thcmlelves at the 
end of each pfalm in the divine 
office. St. Ifidore put the fmifli- 

ing hand to the Mofarabick mif- 
lal and breviary, which St. Lc- 

andcr had begun to model. 
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flretched his hands towards heaven, prayed with great earneft- 
nefs and hegged aloud the pardon of his fins. He then received 
from the hands of the bifliops the body and blood of our Lord, 
recommended himfelf to the prayers of all that were prefent, 
remitted the bonds of all his debtors, exhorted the people to 
charity, and caufed all the money which he had not as yet dif— 
pofed of to be diftributed among the poor. This done, he 
returned to his own houfe, and calmly departed this life on 
the fourth day after, which was the fourth of April, in the 
year 636, as is exprefly teftihed by i^Edemptus his difciple, who 
was prefent at his death. His body was interred in his cathe- 
dral between thofe of his brother St. Leander and his fitter St. 
Florentina. Ferdinand king of Caftille and Leon recovered 
his relicks from the A4oors and placed them in the church of 
St. John Baptift at Leon, where they ftill remain. 

On the fame DAY 

St. Plato, Abbot. He was born about the year 734. A 
pcltilence that raged at Con Iran tinople depriving him of his pa- 
rents when he was no more than thirteen years of age, the care 
of his education devolved upon an uncle, who was high treafurer. 
Plato, while yet young, diipatched the bufineis of that high office 
for his uncle with furprifing readinefs and attiduity. His remark- 
able dexterity in writing fhort hand, may be reckoned among his 
infer iour accomplifhments, Iceing by the daily progrefs he made in 
the more fabl ime parts of knowledge and religion he far outftript 
all his equals in age, and went beyond the greater!: expectation 
of his matters. Thefe eminent qualifications joined to his elevated 
birth, extcnfive wealth and unblemiflied probity, introduced him 
to the notice of the great, and opened to him the higher! prefer- 
ments in the ttatc. Pcr/bns in the higheft ftations at court wilhed 
to make him their lon-in-law: but his whole heart being attached 
to heavenly things, he looked with contempt on the pomps and vani- 
ties of this world. Prayer and retirement were the chief objects 
of his delight, nor was he fond of paying any viflts except to 
churches and monatferics. He prevailed on his three brothers to 
devote themiclves to God and live in a ttatc of celibacy: he made 
all his flaves free, and having fold his large cttates he portioned 
his two Jitters, who marrying became the mothers of faints : the 
remainder of the purchafe - money he diftributed among the 
poor. Being thus dilcngaged lie bid adieu to his friends and coun- 
try at twenty-four years of age. He took with him one fcrvant 
as far as Bithynia, but there lent him alio back, having given 
him all his clothes except one coarie bUck liiit ; and in this man- 
ner he walked alone to the monaltery of Symbol con upon mount 
Olympus in that country. From the moment lie was admitted in- 
to that houfe no one was more humble, more devout, more ex- 
act in every duty, or more obedient and mortified. The holy 
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abbot Theoctiftus, to furnilli him with opportunities of heroick 
aclrs of virtue, often reproved a»\d puniflied him for faults of 
which he was not guilty : -which treatment St. Piato received with 
filence and joy, in patience and humility. Prayer and pious read- 
ing were the delight of his foul. In the hours allotted to labour 
he rejoiced to fee the meaneft employments affigned to him, as to 
make bread, water the ground, and carry dung, though his 
moft ufual province was to copy books of piety. Thcoctiftus 
dying in 770, St. Plato was cho'en abbot of Symboleon, being 
only thirty* fix years old. He had oppofed his exaltation to the 
ntmoft of his power, but feeing himfelf compelled to take upon 
him that burden, he became the more humble and the more au- 
ftere penitent. He never drank any tiling but water ; and this 
lometimes only once in two days : his diet was bread, beans or 
herbs without oil : and this refection he never took even on Sun- 
days before None. He would never cat or wear any thing which 
was not purchafed by the labour of his own hands ; by which he alio 
maintained feveral poor. His retreat protected him from the perfe- 
ction of Conftantine Copronymus. The year after the death of 
that tyrant, in 775, St. Plato took a journey to Conftantinople on 
bufinefs, where it is incredible with what efteem he was received, 
and how much he promoted piety in all ranks, ftates and condi- 
tions, how fuccefsful he was in banifliing habits of fwearing and 
other vices, and infpiring both the rich and poor with the love of 
virtue. The patriarch, not Tarafius, as Fleury miftakes, but his 
predeceflbr Paul, endeavoured to make him bifhopof ]S[icomedia ; 
but fuch was the faint's humility that he made all hafte back to his 
defert of Symboleon. He would never take holy orders ; and indeed- 
at that time the generality of monks were laymen. The whole fa- 
mily of his filter Theo&ifta embracing a religious Mate, and 
founding the monaftery of Saccudion near Conftantinople, St. 
Plato was, with difficulty prevailed upon to leave Symboleon and 
to take upon him the direction of this new abbey, in 782 ; but when 
he had governed it twelve years he refigned the fame to his nephew 
St. Thcodorus. The emperour Conftantine repudiated hisemprefs 
Mary, and took to his bed Theodota, a relation of St. Plato, 
The patriarch St. Tarafius endeavoured to reclaim him by exhor- 
tations and threats ; but SS. Plato and Thcodorus proceeded to 
publifh among the monks a kind of fentence of excommunication 
againft him. Jolcph, the trcalurcr of the church, and feveral 
other mercenary priefts and monks, endeavoured to draw over St. 
Plato to approve the emperour \s divorce : but he rcfiftcd their 
lolicitations, and the emperour himfelf to his face, and courage^ 
oufly fuffered imprifonment and other hardships till the death of 
that unhappy prince in 797. M "he Saracens making exclusions as 
far as the walls of Conftantinople, the monks of Saccudion aban- 
doned their fettlement, and chofe that of Studius, which abbey 
h«d been almoft deftroyed by the pcrieeution of Conftantine Co- 
prcnymus. There St. Pluto vowed obedience to his nephew 

Theodoras, living himfelf a reclufe i» a narrow cell, in perpetual 

prayer 
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prayer and manual labour, having one foot fattened to the ground 
with a. heavy iron chain which he carefully hid with his cloak 
when any one came to fee him. In 806, St. Nicephorus a layman* 
though a perfbn of great virtue, was preferred to the patriarchal 
dignity by the emperour of the fame name. St. Plato judged 
the election of a neophyte irregular, and on that account oppoied 
ir. In 807, he fell under a new perlccution. Jofeph, theprieft 
who had married the adulterefs to the emperour Conftantine, was 
rcftored to his functions and dignity of treafurer of the church 
by an order of the emperour Nicephorus. St. Plato confidered 
this indulgence as a fcandalous enervation of the difcipline of the 
church, and a ieeming connivance at his pafl crimes ; and loudly 
condemned it. The emperour provoked at his zeal caufed him to 
be guarded a whole year by a troop of inlblent Ibldiers and falfe 
monks ; after which he obliged him to appear before a council of 
court bifhops, by which he was unjuftly condemned and treated 
with many indignities, and at length, with the moll flagrant in- 
jultice, pronounced guilty of the fictitious crimes laid- to his charge ; 
in confequence of which fentence the emperour banifhed him* 
and commanded that he fhould be ignominioufly conducted from 
place to place in the ifles of Bolphorus for the fpace of four years* 
Notwithstanding he was at the fame time afflicted with many di- 
ftempers, the feint endured the fatigues of his exile with an ex- 
traordinary degree of conftancy and courage, which had fiich an 
cftedfc on Nicephorus that he had relblved to recall him with ho- 
nour, and pay him the refpect fuch diftinguiflied piety merited z 
but unhappily the emperour's being furpriled and murdered by the 
Bulgarians, in 811, fruftrated thofe good intentions. Buthisluc- 
ceffour Michael I. a lover of juftice and virtue, immediately gave 
orders that St. Plato fhould be honourably difcharged. The faint 
was received at Conftantinople with all poffiblc marks of refpeel: 
and diftincliion : but privately retired to his cell. After fbme time, 
perceiving himfelf near his end he directed his grave to be dug, 
and himielf to be carried to it and laid down by it. Here lie 
was vifited by the chief pcrlons of the city, clpccially by the holy 
patriarch St. Nicephorus, who had latisficd him as to his conduct 
in receiving the pried Jolcph, and who came to recommend him- 
fclf to his prayers. St. Plato happily expired on the nineteenth 
of March in 813, near the clole of the feventy-ninth year of his 
age. His funeral obloquies were performed by the patriarch St. 
Nicephorus. His memory is honoured both by the Latins and 
Greeks on the fourth of April. Fortitude in fullering for the 
lake of juftice is the true tcit of virtue and courage ; and the 
perlecutions of the faints arc the glorious triumph of the croft of 
Chrift. Humility, patience and conftancy fliine principally on 
fUch occasions. Their diftrefles are like the fliades in a fine pic- 
ture which throw a graceful light on the brighter parts of the 

piece, and heighten its beauties. Sec the life of St. Plato by 

his nephew St. Theodoras the Studitc, iu the Atta Santtorum, T. 
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St. VINCENT FERRER, C. 

■ 

From his life written by Ranzano, bijhop of Lucera, in order to 
his canonization? in Henfchenim with the notes of Papebroch* 
See Tour on > Hormnes lllziflres de V Ordre de S. Dominique? T* 
3. Fleury? b. no. 

A. D. 1419- 

ST. Vincent Ferrer was born at Valentia in Spain, on 
the twenty-third of January, 1357. His parents were per- 
fons diftinguifhed for their virtue and almsdeeds. They made 
it their rule to diftribute in alms whatever they could fave out 
©f the neceflary expences of their family at the end of every 
year. Two of their fons became eminent in the church. Bo- 
niface, who died general of the Carthufians, and St. Vincent, 
-who brought with him into the world a happy difpofition for 
learning and piety, which were improved from his cradle by 
fludy and a good education. In order to fubdue his pafTions 
he fafted rigoroufly from his childhood every Wednefday and 
Friday. The paliion of Chrift was always the objecT: of his 
moft tender devotion. The bleflcd Virgin he ever honoured 
as his fpiritual mother. Looking on the poor as the members 
of Chrift, he treated them with the greateft affection and cha- 
rity, which being obferved by his parents, they made him the 
difpenfer of their bountiful alms. They gave him for his 
portion the third part of their pofleflions, all which he in four 
days time distributed amongft the poor. He began his courfe 
of philofophy at twelve years of age, and his theology at the 
end of his fourteenth year. His progrefs was fuch that he feemed 
a maftcr in both ftudies at the age of feventeen, and by his affec- 
tionate piety he had obtained an eminent gift of rears in that tender 
age. His father having propofed to him the choice of a religious, 
an ecclcfiaflical, or a fecular ftate, Vincent without hefitation 
faid, it was his earneft defire to confederate himfelf to the fcrvice 
©f God in the Order of St. Dominick. His good parents with 
joy conducted him to a convent of that Order in Valentia, and 

he put on the habit in *374> in the beginning of his eighteenth 
year. 

' He 
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He made a furprifingly rapid progrefs in the paths of perfec- 
tion, taking St. Dominick for his model. To the exercifes of 
prayer and penance he joined the ftudy and meditation of the 
holy fcriptures, and the reading of the fathers. Soon after his 
folemn profeflion, he* was deputed to read lectures of philofo- 
phy, and at the end of his courfe publifhed a treadle on Dia- 
leSiick Juppofitiom being not quite twenty-four years old. He 
was then fent to Barcelona, where he continued his fcholaftick 
exercifes, and at the fame time preached the word of God with 
great fruit, efpeeially during a great famine, when he foretold 
the arrival of two velfels loaded with corn, the fame evening 
to relieve the city; which happened contrary to all expectation. 
From thence he was fent to Lerida, the moft famous univer- 
iity of Catalonia. There continuing his apoftolick functions 
and fcholaftick difputations, he commenced doctor, receiving 
the cap from the hands of cardinal Peter de Luna, legate of 
pope Clement VII. in 1384, being twenty-eight years of age. 
At the earneft importunities of bifhop, clergy and people of 
Valentia, he was recalled to his own country, and purfued 
there both his lectures and his preaching with fuch extraordi- 
nary reputation, and fo manifeftly attended with the benedic- 
tion of the Almighty, that he was honoured in the whole 
country above what can be exprefled. As an humiliation, God 
permitted an angel of Satan to moleft him with violent temp- 
tations of the flefh, and to fill his imagination with filthy ideas, 
the fiend rather hoping to difturb than feduce him. Alfo a 
wicked woman who entertained a criminal pafllon for our faint, 
feigned herfelf fick, and fending for him on pretence of hear- 
ing her confeflion, took that occalion to declare to him her vi- 
cious inclinations, and did all in her power to pervert him* 
The faint like another jofeph, in the utmoft honour, and in 
an humble diltruft of himfelf without flaying to anfwer her 
one word, betook himfelf to flight. The unhappy woman en- 
raged at his conduct acted the part of Potiphar's wife in calum- 
niating him. But her complaints meeting with little or no 
credit, flje upon reflection became fcnfiblc of her fault : and 
being flung with remorfe, made him publick amends to the; 
belt of her power. The faint mo ft readily pardoned her, and 
cured a difturbance of mind into which fire was fallen. The 
arms which the faint employed ag un ft the devil were prayer, 
penance, and a perpetual watchful ucfc over every impullo of 
his paflions. Hib heart was always fixed on (Joel, and he 
made his ftudies, labour and all his other actions a continued 
prayer. The fame practice he propofes to all chrifliana in Win 
book intitled : // treatifc on a fpiritml lift., in which he writes 
thus : " Do you delire to flydy to your advantage? Let de- 
Vol. II. D votion 
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" votion accompany all your ftudies, and ftudy lefs to make your- 
<c felf learned than to become a faint. Confult God more that! 
" your books, and alk him with humility, to make you under* 
" ftand what you read. Study fatigues and drains the mind and 
<5 heart. Go from time to time to refrefh them at the feet 
<c of Jefus Chrift under his crofs. Some moments of repofe 
<c in his facred wounds give frefh vigour and new lights. Xn~ 
" terrupt your application by fhort, but fervent and ejacula^ 
66 tory prayers : never begin or end your ftudy but by prayer* 
* c Science is a gift of the Father of lights : do not therefore 
<c conftder it as barely the work of your own mind or induftry." 
He always compofed his fermons at the foot of a crucifix, both 
to beg light from Chrift crucified, and to draw from that ob- 
ject fentiments wherewith to animate his auditors to penance 
and the love of God. 

St. Vincent had lived thus fix years at Valentia afliduoufly 
purfuing his apoftolical labours, under great perfecutions from 
the devils and carnal men, but in high efteem among the 
virtuous, when cardinal Peter de Luna, legate of Clement 
VII. in Spain, was appointed to go from thence in the fame 
capacity to Charles VI. king of France. Arriving at Valentia 
in 1390, he obliged the faint to accompany him into France. 
While the cardinal, who had too much of the fpirit of the 
world, was occupied in politicks, Vincent had no other em- 
ploy or concern than that of the converfion of fouls, and of 
the interefts of Jefus Chrift : and the fruits of his labours in 
Paris were not lefs than they had been in Spain. * In the be- 
ginning of the year 1394, the legate returned to Avignon, and 
St. Vincent, refufing his invitations to the court of Clement 
VII. went to Valentia. Clement VII. dying at Avignon, in 
1394, during the great fchifm, Peter de Luna was chofen pope 
by the French and Spaniards, and took the name of Benedict 
XIII. He commanded Vincent to repair to Avignon and 
made him Matter of the Sacred Palace. The faint laboured to 
perfuade Benedict to put an end to the fchifm, but obtained 
only promifes, which the ambitious man often renewed, but 
always artfully eluded. Vincent in the mean time applied him- 
felf to his ufual functions, and by his preaching reformed the 
city of Avignon ; but to breathe a freer air of folitude he re- 
tired from court to v convent of his Order. Benedict offered 
him bifhopricks and a cardinal's hat ; but he ftedfaftly re- 
fufed all dignities ; and after eighteen months carncftly intreated 
to be appointed apoftolical miflionary, and fo much did the: 
opinion of his fanctity prevail, that the oppofing his defire was 
deemed an oppofition to the will of heaven. J4encdi£fc there- 
fore granted his rcqueft, gave him his benediction, and inverted 

him 
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him with the power of apoftolical miflionary, con ftitu ting him 
alio his legate arid vicar. 

Before the end of the yeai> 1398, St. Vincent being forty- 
two years old fet out from Avignon towards Valentia. He 
preached in every town with wonderful efficacy, and the people 
having heard him in one place followed him in crowds to others* 
Pubhxk ufurers, biafphemers, debauched women, and other har- 
dened finners every where were induced by his difcourfes to 
embrace a life of penance. He converted a prodigious num- 
ber Of Jews and Mahometans, hereticks and ichiimaticks, 
He vifited every province of Spain in this manner, except 
Galicia. He returned thence into France, and made fome 
ftay in Languedoc, Provence and Dauphine. He went 
thence into Italy, preaching on the coafts of Genoa, in Lom- 
bardy, Piedmont and Savoy : as he did in part of Germa- 
ny, about the Upper Rhine, and through Flanders. Such 
was the fame of his millions that Henry IV". king of Eng- 
land wrote to him in the moft relpe&ful terms, and fent 
his letter by a gentleman of his court, intreating him to 
preach alfo in his dominions. He accordingly lent one of his 
own mips to fetch him from the coafts of France, and received 
him with the greateff. honours. The faint having employed 
fbrhe time in giving the king wholefome advice both for him- 
felf and his fubje&s, preached in the chief towns of England, 
Scotland and Ireland. Returning into France he did the lame, 
from Gafcony to Picardy. Numerous wars and the unhappy 
great fchifm in the church had been productive of a multitude 
of diforders in Chriftcndom ; grofs ignorance and a fhocking 
corruption of manners prevailed in many places ; whereby the 
teaching of this zealous apoflle, who like another Boanerges 
preached in a voice of thunder, became not only ufeful but 
even absolutely ncceflary to aflift the weak and alarm the firmer* 
The ordinary fit bje£is of his fermons were fin, death, God's 
judgments, hell and eternity. He delivered his difcourfes with 
io much energy, that he filled the moft infenfible with tcrrour. 
Whilff. he was preaching one day at Xouloufe his whole audi- 
tory was feized with trembling. At his fermons perfons often 
fainted aw^y, smd he was frequently obliged to flop, to give 
lcifurc for the venting of the fobs and fighs of the congregation. 
His fermons were not only pathetick, but were alfo addrcflcd 
to the underllanding, and fuppoited with a wonderful ft length 
of reafoning, and the authorities of fcriptures and lathers, 
which he perfectly underftoodand employed as occafton require d. 
His gift of miracles, and the fanclity of hi:; penitential life 
gave to his words the greatell weight. Aniidfi: thefe jotirmcs 
and fatigues ha n«vcr eat flefh, fa (ted eveiy day except Sundays, 
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and on Wednefdays and Fridays he lived on bread and water* 
which courfe he held for forty years : he lay on ftraw or fmall 
twigs. He fpent a great part of the day in the confeflional with 
incredible patience, and there finifhed what he had begun 
in the pulpit. He had with him five friars of his Order, and 
Fome other priefts to aflift him. Though by his fermons thou- 
fands were moved to give their pofTefTions to the poor, he never 
accepted any thing himfelf; and was no lefs fcrupulous in cul- 
tivating in his heart the virtue and fpirit of obedience than that 
of poverty ; for which reafon he declined accepting any digni- 
ty in the church or fuperiority in his Order. He laboured 
thus near twenty years, till 141 7, in Spain, Majorca, Italy 
and France. During this time preaching in Catalonia, 
among other miracles he reftored to the ufe of his limbs 
John Soler, a crippled boy, judged by the phyficians in- 
curable, who afterwards became a very eminent man, and bi- 
fhop of Barcelona. Tn the year 1400, he was at Aix in Pro- 
vence : in 1401, in Piedmont and the neighbouring parts of 
Italy, being honourably received in the Obedience (a) of each 
pope. Returning into Savoy and Dauphine, he found there a 
valley called Vaupute or valley of corruption, in which the in- 
habitants were abandoned to cruelty and fliameful lufts. Af- 
ter long experience of their favage manners no minifter of the 
gofpel durft hazard himfelf among them. Vincent was ready 
to fuffer all things to gain fouls, and to fnatch from the devil 
a prey which he had already feemingly devoured. He joyfully 
expofed his life among thefe abandoned wretches, convert- 
ed them all from their errours and vices, and changed the 
name of the valley into Valpure or Valley of purity, which 
name it ever after retained. 

Being at Geneva in 1403, he wrote a letter to his general, 
flill extant, in which among other things he informed him, 
that after ringing mafs he preached twice or thrice every day, 
preparing his fermons while he was on the road : that he had 
employed three months in travelling from village to village and 
from town to town in Dauphine, announcing the word of 
God ; making a longer flay in three valleys in the diocefe of 
Kmbrun, namely, Lucerna, Argentcya, and Vaupute, having 
converted almoft all the hereticks which peopled thofe parts : 
that being invited in the rnofi prefling manner into Piedmont, he 
for thirteen months preached and inftrucT:ed the people there, in 
Montferrat and the valleys, and brought to the faith a multitude 

of 
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centuries thofe countries which acknowledged each pope were culled 
his Obi: dunce. 
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of Vaudois and other hereticks. He fays the general fource of 
their herefy was ignorance and want of an infirucler, and cries 
out: " I blufh and tremble when I confider the terrible judg- 
" ment impending on ecclefiafKcal fuperiours, who live at their 
<c eafe in rich palaces, Sec. whilft fo many fouls redeemed 
* c by the blood of Chrift are perifhing. I pray without 
4< ceafing the Lord of the harvejl that he fend good work* 
" men into his harvejl (i)." He adds, that he had in the 
valley of Luferia converted an heretical bifhop by a confer- 
ence ; and extirpated a certain infamous herefy in the valley 
Pontia; converted the country into which the murderers of St. 
Peter the martyr had fled ; had reconciled the Guelphs and 
Gibelins, and fettled a general peace in Lombardy. Being 
called back into Piedmont by the bifhops and lords of that 
country, he flaid five months in the diocefes of Aouft, Ta- 
rentaife, St. John of Morienne and Grenoble. He fays he 
was then at Geneva, where he had abolifhed a very inveterate 
fuperfiitious feftival, a thing the bifhop durff. not attempt ; and 
was going to Laufane, being called by the bifhop to preach to 
many idolaters who adored the fun, and to hereticks who were 
obftinate, daring and very numerous on the frontiers of Ger- 
many. Thus in his letter. Spondanus(2), and many others fay the 
faint was honoured with the gift of tongues, and that preach- 
ing in his own, he was underftood by men of different languages ; 
which is alfo affirmed by Lanzano, who fays, that Greeks, 
Germans, Sardes, Hungarians, and people of other nations 
declared they underftood every word he fpoke though he preached 
in Latin or in his mother- tongue as fpoken at Valentia 
Peter de Luna, called Benedict XIII. fent for him out of Lor- 
rain to Genoa, promifing to lay afide all claim to the 
papacy. The faint obeyed, and reprefented to him the evils 
of the fchifm, which would be all laid to his charge ; but he 
fpoke to one that was deaf to fuch counfcls. He preached with 
more fuccefs to the people of Genoa for a month, and travelled 
again through France and Flanders, and from thence in 1406, 
over all the dominions of Henry IV. king of England. Thu 
years 1407, and 1408, he employed in reforming the manners? 
of the people of Poitou, Gafcony, Languedoc, Provence, and 
Auvergne : at Clermont is frill fhewn the pulpit in which lie 

preached in 1407. An infeription in a church at Ncvcrs teiii- 

D 3 fiea 

(1) Luke x. 2. (2) Spondan. ad an 1403. 

{h) Baillet fays he preached in underftood in latin: but alters* 
French, Spanifli and Italian, and his authors to hi^prels thu mi* 

where thele languages were not racle. 
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fies the fame of that city : he was again at Aix in" October 
1408. Benedict XIII. being returned from Genoa flopped at 
Mar feilles, and came no more to Avignon, but in 14085 went 
to Perpignan. In the fame year the Mahometan king 
of the Moors at Granada in Spain hearing the reputation of 
St. Vincent, invited him to his court. The faint took (hipping 
at Marfeilles, and preached to the Mahometans the gofpel with 
great fuccefs at Granada, and converted, many; till fome of 
the nobles, fearing the total fubverfion of' their religion, ob- 
liged the king to difmifs him. He then laboured in the king- 
dom of Arragon and again in Catalonia, efpecially in the dio- 
cefe of Gironne and Vichs in a borough of the latter he re- 
newed the miracle of the multiplication, of loaves, related at 
length in his life (3). At Barcelona in 1409, he foretold to 
Martin king of Arragon, the death of his fon Martin the king 
of Sicily, who was matched away amidfr. his triumphs in the 
month of July. Vincent comforted the afflicted father, and 
perfuaded him to a fecond marriage to fecure the publick 
peace by an heir to his crown. 

He cuied innumerable fick every where, and at Valentia, 
made a dumb woman fpeak, but told her fhe mould ever after 
remain dumb, and that this was for the good of her foul ; charg- 
ing her always to praife and thank God in fpirit, to which in- 
ftrucYions fhe prornifed obedience. He converted the Jews in 
great numbers in the diocefe of Palencia in the kingdom of 
Leon, as Mariana relates. He was invited to Pifa, Sienna, 
Florence and Lucca in 1410, whence, after having reconciled 
the diffentions that prevailed in thofe parts, he was recalled by 
John II. king of Caftille. In 141 1, he vifited the kingdoms 
of Caftille, Leon, Murcia, Andaluzia, Afturias and other 
countries ; in all which places the power of God was mani- 
fefted in his enabling him to work miracles, and cfFecT: the con- 
verfion of an incredible number of Jews and iinners. The 
Jews of Toledo embracing the faith changed their fynagogue 
into a church under the name of Our Lady's, from Vallado- 
lid the faint went to Salamanca in the beginning of the year 
J412, where meeting the corpfe of a man who had been mur- 
dered, and was carrying on a bier, he in the prefence of a 
great multitude commanded the deceafed to aiife, when the 
dead man inftantly revived ; for a monument of which 
a wooden crofs was creeled and is yet to be feen on the fpot. 
in the fame city the faint entered the Jewifh fynagogue with a 
crofs in Iris hand, and repleniflicd with the Holy Ghoil made fo> 
moving a lermon, that the Jews who were atfirlt furprifed, at the 

end 

(3) Bollaruh p. 501. n. 23. 
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end of his difcourfe all deflred baptifm, and changed their fyna- 
gogue into a church, to which they, gave the title of the -Holy 
Crofs. But St. Vincent was calJed away, to fettle the dis- 
putes which had for two years difturbed the tranquility of the 
kingdom of Arragon concerning a fuccefTour to the crown. 
The ftates of Arragon, Catalonia and Valentia were divided. 
The moft powerful among the Catalonians, were for choofing 
Count Urge!, but the bifhop of Saragofa who oppofed his elec- 
tion being murdered, fo impious and inhuman a crime occa- 
fioned a general deteftation of that candidate, deftroyed his in- 
tereft, and was*" an alarm to a civil war. At laft the ftates of 
the three kingdoms agreed to choofe nine commifTaries, three 
for each kingdom, who were to afTemble in the caflle of Cafpe 
in Arragon, on the river Ebro, to decide the conteft which 
was to be determined by the concurrence of not 3efs than fix of 
the commiflaries appointed for this purpofe. St. Vincent, his 
brother Boniface the Carthuflan', and Don Peter Bertrand were 
the three commiflaries for the kingdom of Valentia. The faint 
therefore left Caftille to repair to Cafpe. Ferdinand of Caftille 
was declared the next heir in blood, and lawful king by the 
unanimous confent of the commiflaries. St. Vincent on that 
occafion made an harrangue to the foreign ambaffadours and 
people prefent, and when he had named Ferdinand king, a 
prince highly efteemed for his valour, virtue and moderation, 
the acclamations of all prefent teftified their approbation. Fer-. 
dinand haftened to Saragofa, and was proclaimed on the third 
of September 1412. He made the faint his preacher and. con- 
feffor ; yet the holy man continued his ufual labours through- 
out Spain and the adjacent ifies, and feemed to take more plea- 
fure in teaching an ignorant Jfhepherd on the mountains, than 
in preaching to the court. After having long endeavoured to 
move Peter de Luna to refign his pretentions to the papacy, but 
finding him obftinate, he advifed king Ferdinand to renounce 
his obedience, in cafe he rcfufed to acknowledge the council of 
Conftance ; which that prince did by a folemn edict dated the 
fixth of January in 1416, by the advice of the faint, as Ode- 
rick Raynold, Mariana, and Spondanus mo ft accurately re- 
late (c). The faint laboured s&caloufly to bring all Spain to this 
union, and was fent by king Ferdinand to aflift at the council 
of Conftance. He preached through Spain, Languedoc anil 
Burgundy in his way thither. The- lathers of the council 
prefled his arrival, and deputed Hannibaldi, cardinal of St. 

D 4 Angel in; 



{c) Their authority renders the 
mi flake of Flcury'a continue tor 
inexcu fable, who pretends that 



the faint only aoled in compli- 
ance with the kiin^ inclinati- 
on. 
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Angelus to confult him at Dijon, in 141 7. Gerfon wrote to 
him alfo an earneft letter exprefling an high efteem of his per- 
ion (4). But it does not appear that St. Vincent ever arrived 
at Conftance, notwithstanding Dupin and fome others think 
he did. The faint's occupations made him leave few writings to 
posterity. The chief of his works now extant are A treatife on 
a Jpiritual life? or on the inter tour man. A treatife on the 
Lord's prayer. A confolation under temptations againft fat thy and 
feven epiftles ( d). 

His great humility appeared am id ft the honours and 
applaufe which followed him. He wrote thus, from the fin- 
cere fentiments of his heart in his treatife On a Jpiritual life (5). 
" My whole life is nothing but flench : I am all infection both 
cc in foul and body : every thing in me exhales a fmell of cor- 
<c ruption, caufed by the abominations of my fins and inju- 
<c ftices : and what is worfe, I feel this {tench increafing daily 
* 6 in me, and renewed always more infupportably." He lays 
down this principle as the preliminary to all virtue, that a per- 
fon be deeply grounded in humility; " for whofoever will 

" proudly 

(4) Gerfon, T. a. p. 658. ed. nov. (5] C. 16. 



[d) The fermons printed in 
three volumes under his name, 
Cannot be his work, as Dupin 
and Labbe obferve ; for his name 
Is quoted in them, and they an- 
fwer in nothing the character and 
fpirit of this great man. Per- 
haps they were written by fome 
one who had heard him and his 
companions preach. There is 
alfo a treatife On the end of the 
*wor!d, and On Anticbriji^ under 
his name. Some reprehended 
him for affirming the end of the 
world to be at hand : but he 
meant no more than the apofllcs 
and fathers by the like exprcf- 
jions ; for the duration of this 
tvorld is fhort in reality, and 
in publick calamities we have 
fin-ns which continually put 
us ill i?und of its final diilo- 
lution, am! might be well cm- 
ployed by this faint to move 
the people with \\ more lively 



faith to fear that terrible day. 
But only God knows the time : 
and the fifth general council of 
Lateran forbids any preachers 
on any conjectures whatfoever 
to pretend to foretell or deter- 
mine it, (Cone. T. 14.. p. 240.) 
though the time of God's judg- 
ment is certainly near to every 
one by death. Some alio found 
fault with the troops of penitents 
who followed Vincent with dif- 
ciplincs. Hut they were fincerc 
penitents in whom appeared 
the true fpirit of compunction ; 
very opposite to the fanatick Ite- 
reticks of Germany called Fla- 
gellant a who placed penance en- 
tirely in that exteriour grimace 
of difcif lining or flagellation, 
teaching that it fupplied the fa- 
lutary purpofes of the facramcnts: 
not 10 mention other ahule;, which 
(ieribn dil'creei ly cenfurcs, T. 2. 

ed. nov. p. 660. 
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* ( proudly difpute or contradict, will always ftand without 
" the door. Chrift the mafter of humility manifefts his truth 
« c only to the humble, and hides himfelf from the proud (6)." 
He reduces the rules of perfection to the avoiding three things : 
Firft, the exteriour diftraction of fuperfluous employs. Se- 
condly, all interiour fecret elation of heart. Thirdly, all im- 
moderate attachment to created things. Alfo to the prac~Hflng 
of three things : Firft, the fincere delire of contempt and ab- 
jection. Secondly, the moll: affecYive devotion to Chrift cruci- 
fied. Thirdly, patience in bearing all things for the love of 
Chrift (7). St. Vincent having laboured fome time in Bur- 
gundy went from Dijon to Bourges, where he continued his 
apoftolical functions with equal zeal. In that city he received 
preffing letters from John V. duke of Britany, inviting him 
to vifit his dominions. The faint, convinced it was a 
call from God, palled by Tours, Angers, and Nantz, in 
his way thither, being every where received as an angel 
from heaven, and in all places curing the fick, and con- 
verting finners. The duke refided at Vannes : in which 
city the faint was received by the clergy, nobility and people 
in bodies, and the fovereign thought no honours fufficient 
to teftify his efteem of his merits. St. Vincent preached 
there from the fourth Sunday of Lent till Eafter-Tuefday of the 
year 141 7, and foretold the dutchefsthat the child flie then bore 
in her womb would one day be duke of Britany, which came 
to pafs, for the eldeft fon then alive died without iflue. All 
the diocefes, towns and countries of Britany heard this apoftle 
with great fruit, and were witnefles of his miracles. His age 
and infirmities were far from abating any thing of his zeal and 
labours £ he rooted out vices, fuperftitions, and all manner of 
abufes, and had the fatisfaction to fee a general reformation of 
manners throughout the whole province. Out of Britany he 
wrote letters into Caftille, by which he engaged the bifhops, 
nobility, and Don Alphonfus, regent of that kingdom for king 
John the Second yet a minor, to renounce Peter de Luna 
as an antipope, and acknowledge the council of Con- 
fiance to which they accordingly lent ambafladours, who were 
received with joy at Conftance on the third of April 14 17. 
Pope Martin V. elected by the council in November wrote to 
the faint, and deputed to him Montanus an eminent theolo- 
gian, co*ifirming all his mifTionary faculties and authority. 
Henry V. king of England, being then at Caen in Normandy, 
in treated the faint to extend his zeal to that province. 1/c did 
fo; and Normandy and Britany were the theatre of the apoftlc's 
labours the two laft years of his life. He was then fixty years 

old, 

(6) C. 1. p 70. (7) C. ult. 
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old, and fo worn out and weak that he was fcarce able to walk 
a fcep without help ; yet no foorier was he in the pulpit, but he 
fpoke with as much ftrength, ardour, eloquence and un£Hon, 
as he had done in the vigour of his youth. He reftored to health 
on the fpot one that had been bedrid eighteen years, in the 
prefence of a great multitude, and wrought innumerable other 
miracles ; amongft which we may reckon as the greater! the 
converiions of an incredible number of fouls. He inculcated 
every where a deteftation of lawfuits, fwearing, lying and other 
fins, efpecially of blafphemy. 

Falling at laft into a per fed! decay, his companions perfuaded 
him to return to his own country. Accordingly he fet out 
with that view, riding on an afs, as was his ordinary manner 
of travelling in long journeys. But after they were gone, as 
they imagined, a confiderable difrance, they found themfelves 
again near the city of Vannes. Wherefore the faint perceiving 
his illncfs increafe, determined to return into the town, faying 
to his companions that God had chofen that city for the place 
of his burial. The joy of the city was incredible when he ap- 
peared again, but it was allayed when he told them he was come 
not to continue his miniftry among them, but to look for his 
grave. Thefe words, joined with a fhort exhortation which he 
made to imprefs on the peoples minds their duty to God, made 
many to fhed tears, and threw all into an excefs of grief. His 
fever increafing he prepared himfelf for death by exercifes of 
piety, and devoutly receiving the facraments. On the third 
day the bifhop, clergy, magiftrates and part of the nobility, 
made him a vifit. He conjured them to maintain zealoully 
what he had laboured to eftablifh amongft them, exhorted them 
to perfeverance in virtue, and promifed to pray for them, when 
he fhould be before the throne of God, faying he fhould go to 
the Lord after ten days. During that interval, under the pains 
of his diftemper, he never opened his mouth about his fuffcr- 
ings only to thank almighty God for making him, by a fharc 
in the crofs, to refemblc his crucified fon : for he furrcred the 
fharpeft agonies not on ] y with refignation and patience, but 
with exultation and joy. His prayer and union with God he 
never interrupted. 'I "he magiftrates lent a deputation to him, 
clefiring he would choofe the place of his burial. They were 
afraid his Order, which had then no convent in Vannes, would 
deprive the city of his remains. The faint anfwered, that be- 
ing an unprofitable iervant and a poor religious man it did not 
become him to dire<Sl any thing concerning his burial ; how- 
ever, he begged they would preferve peace alter his death as he 
had always inculcated to them in his fermons : and that they 

would be plcafcd to allow the prior of the convent of his Order 

which 
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which was the neareft to that town to have the difpofal of the 
place of his burial. He continued his afpirations of love, contrition 
and penance ; and often wifhed the departure of his foul from its 
fleflily prifon that it might the more fpeedily be fwal lowed up 
in the ocean of all good. On the tenth day of his illnefs he 
caufed the paflion of our Saviour to be read to him, and after 
that recited the penitential pfalms, often flopping totally abforpt 
in God. It was on Wednefday in Paflion- Week, the fifth of 
April that he flept in the Lord in the year 141 9, having lived 
according to the moft exact computation, fixty-two years, two 
months and thirteen days. Joan of France, daughter of king 
Charles VI. dutchefs of Britany, warned his corpfe with her 
own hands. God fliewed innumerable miracles by that water 
and by the faint's habit, girdle, inftruments of penance and 
other relicks of which the detail may be read in the Bollandifts. 
The duke and bifhop appointed the cathedral for the place of 
his burial. He was canonized by pope Calixtus III. in 1455. 
But the bull was only publifhed in 1458, by pope Pius II. 
His relicks were taken up in 1456. The Spaniards follicited to 
have them tranflated to Valentia, and at laft refolved to fteal 
them, thinking them their own property, to prevent which the 
canons hid the fhrine in 1590. It was found again in 1637, 
and a fecond tranflation was made on the fixth of September, 
when the fhrine was placed on the altar of a new chapel in the 
fame cathedral, where it is ftill expofed to veneration. 

On the fame DAY 

St. Gerald, Abbot of Seauve or Sylva-major, near Bourdeaux, 
who died on the fifth of April 1 095, and was canonized by Ce- 
Ieiline II. in 1 197. 
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St. SIXTUS, orXISTUSI. Pope and 

Martyr. 

See Euf B. 4. C. 4. 5. Tillemont^ T. 2. p. 26;;, 

Second Age. 

THIS holy pope fucceeded St. Alexander about the 
end of the reign of Trajan, and governed the church 
ten years at a time when that dignity was the common 
ftep to martyrdom 5 and in all martyrologies he is honoured 
with the title of martyr. But it feems to be Sixtus II. who is 
mentioned in the canon of the mate, whofe martyrdom was 
more famous in the church. A portion of the relicks of St. 
Sixtus I. given by pope Clement X. to cardinal de Retz, was 
by him placed with great folemnity in the abbey of St. Mi- 
chael in Lorrain (1). 

An hundred and twenty Martyrs of 

Hadiab in Perfia. 

■ 

From their genuine acls in Syriack, publ'ifoed by AJfemani, T. 1 . 

p. 105. 

A. D. 344. 

1 

IN the fifth year of our perfecution, fay the a£b, Sapor 
being at Selcucia, caufed to be apprehended in the neigh- 
bouring places 120 chriftians, of which nine were virgins con- 
secrated to God ■ the other? were priefts, deacons, or of the 
inferiour clergy. They lay fix months in filthy ftinking dun- 
geons, till the end of winter : during all which fpacc Jazdun- 
do£ta» a very rich virtuous Jady of Arabela, the capital city of 
Hadiabcna, fupported them by her charities;, not admitting of 
a partner in that good work. During this interval they were 
often tortured, but always courageoufly ixnfwcvcd the prefident 

tjiat they would never adore the fun, a mere creature, for 

God, 

(1) Baron, ad an. 154.- 
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God, and begged he would finifli fpeedily their triumph by 
death which would free them from dangers and infults. Jaz- 
dundodta hearing from the court one day that they were to 
fuffer the next morning, flew to the prifon, gave to every one 
of them a fine white long robe, as to chofen fpoufes of the 
heavenly bridegroom ; prepared for them a fumptuous fupper, 
ferved and waited on them herfelf at table, gave them whole- 
fome exhortations, and read the holy fcriptures to them. They 
were furprifed at her behaviour, but could not prevail on her 
to tell them the reafon. The next morning flie returned to the 
prifon, and told them fhe had been infoimed that that was the 
happy morning in which they were to receive their crown, 
and be joined to the blefled fpirits. She earneftly recommend- 
ed herfelf to their prayers for the pardon of her fins, and that 
fhe might meet them at the laft day, and live eternally 
with them. Soon after, the king's order for their immediate 
execution was brought to the prifon. As they went out of it 
Jazdundocla met them at the door, fell at their feet, took hold 
of their hands and kitted them. The guards flattened them on 
with great precipitation, to the place of execution ; where the 
judge who prefided at their tortures afked them again if any 
of them would adore the fun, and receive a pardon. They 
anfwered that their countenance muft fliew him they met death 
with joy, and contemned this world and its light, being perfect- 
ly afliired of receiving an immortal crown in the kingdom of 
heaven. He then dictated the fentence of death, whereupon 
their heads were ftruck off. Jazdundocta in the dufk of the 
evening brought out of the city two undertakers or embalmers 
for each body, caufed them to wrap the bodies in fine linen, 
and carry them in coffins, for fear of the Magians, to a place 
at a confiderable diftance from the town. There fhe buried 
them in deep graves with monuments, five and five in a grave. 
They were of the province called Hadiabena, which contained 
the greateft part of the ancient Aflyria, and was in a manner 
peopled by chriftians. Helena, queen of the Hadiabenians, 
fcems to have embraced chrifHanity in the fecond century (1). 
fler fon Izatcs and his fucceflours much promoted the faith ; 
fo that Sozomcn fays (2), the country was almoff. entirely 
chrifUan. Thefe 120 martyrs fuffurcd at Selcucia in the year of 
Chrift 345,. of king Sapor the thirty-fixth, and the fixth of his 
great perfecution, on the fixth day of the moon of April, which 
was the twenty- firft of that month. They are mentioned in 
the Roman martyrology on the fixth. 

On 



(*) See Baronitis ad an. 44 a 66. (2) Sozom. b. 2. ch. 12 
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On the fame DAY 



St. Celestine, Pope, C. He was a native of Rome, and held 
a diftinguifhed place in the clergy of that city, when, upon the de- 
mife of pope Boniface, he was chofen to fucceed him, in Septem- 
ber 422, by the wonderful confent of the whole city, as St. Auftin 
writes. That father congratulated him upon his exaltation, and 
conjured him by the memory of St. Peter, who abhorred all violence 
and tyranny, not to patronize Antony bilhop of FufTala, who had 
been convicted of thofe crimes, and on that account condemned in 
a council of Numidia, to make fatisfadlion to thofe whom he had 
opprefted by rapine and extortion. This Antony was a young man, 
and was formerly a difciple of St. Auftin, by whom he had been 
recommended to the epilcopal dignity. This promotion made him 
foon forget himfelf, and lay afide his virtuous difpofitions : and 
falling firft by pride he abandoned himfelf to covetoufnefs and other 
paflions. St. Auftin, fearing left by the ihare he had in his promo- 
tion, his crimes would be laid to his own charge, was of all others 
the molt zealous and acliye to fee them checked. Antony had 
gained his primate, the metropolitan of Numidia, who prelided in 
the council by which he was condemned. Hoping alfo to furprife 
the pope by his artful pretences, he appealed to Rome. Boniface 
feeing the recommendation of his primate, writ to the bilhops of 
Numidia, requiring them to reinftate him in his fee, provided he had 
reprefented matters as they truly were. Antony returning to FufTala 
threatened the inhabitants, that, unlefs they confented to receive 
him as their lawful bilhop, in compliance with the orders of the 
apoftolick fee, he would call in the imperial troops and commhTa- 
Ties to compel them. Pope Boniface dying, St. Auftin informed 
St. Celeftine of thefe proceedings, who finding Antony fully con- 
victed of the crimes with which he was charged, confirmed the 
fentence of the council of Numidia, and depofed him. " From 
*' thefe. letters, that were written by the Africans on this occafion, 
fays Mr Bower (1), " it appears, that the bilhops of Rome ufed 
* in thofe days to fend fome of their ecclefiaftick6 into Africa, to 
** fee the fentences which they had given, executed there ; and that 
€C thofe ecclefiafticks came with orders from the court for the civil 
* c magiftrates to aflift them, where afiiftance fhould be required." 
St. Celeftine wrote to the bifiiops of lllyricum, confirming the arch- 
bilhop of Theflalonica vicar of the apoftolick fee in thofe parts, 
To the bifliops of the provinces of Vienne and Narbonne in Gaul 
he wrote, to correct feveral abufes, and ordered, among other 
things, that abfolution or reconciliation mould never be reiufed to 
liny dying finner who fincerely afked it ; for repentance depends 
not fo much on time, as 011 the heart. In the beginning of this 
letter lie fays : " By no limits (of place) is my paltoral vigilance 
44 confined : it cxtcudcth itfelf to all places where Chrift is adored. 1 ' 
lie received two letters from Nellorius, bifliop of Conttantinople, in 

w hi tli 
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■which his herefy was artfully couched 5 alfo an information from 
St. Cyril, patriarch of Alexandria, concerning his errours. Where- 
fore he affembled a fynod at Rome in 430, in which the writings of 
that hereiiarch were examined, and his blafpheroies in maintaining 
in Chrift a divine and a human perfon were condemned. The pope 
denounced an excommunication againft him, if he did not repent of 
his errours within ten days after the fentence fhould be notified to 
him, and wrote to St. Cyril, commiffioning him, in his name, and 
by the authority of his fee, to execute the fame(^). Neitorius re- 
maining obfcinate, a general council was convened at Kphefus, to 
which St. Celeiline fent three legates from Rome, Arcadius and 
Projeclus biftiops, and Philip pricir., with inftrudlions to join them- 
felves to St. Cyril. He alfo fent a letter to the council, in which 
he faid that he had commiflioned his legates to fee executed what 
had been already decreed by him in his council at Rome. He ex- 
horts the fathers to charity lb much recommended by the apoftle St. 
John, " whofe relicks, as he writes, were there the objecl of their ve- 
•« Deration This letter was read in the council with great ac- 

1 clamatipns. The fynod was held in the great church of the BlefCed 
Virgin on the twenty-fecond of June 4.31 : in the £rft feflion 198 
bifhops were prefent. St. Cyril fat lirft as prefident (2) in the name 
of St Celeftine (3). Neitorius refufed to appear, though in the 
city, and ihewing an excefs of madnefs and obftinacy was excom- 
municated and depofcd. It colt the zeal of the good pope much 
more pains to reconcile the Oriental bilhops with St- Cyril: which 
however, was at length effected. Certain priefts in Gaul continued 
ftill to cavil at the doclrine of St. AufHn, concerning the neceffity of 
divine grace. St, Celelline therefore wrote to the bifhops of Gaul, 
ordering fuch fcandalous novelties to be reprelTed ; highly ex- 
tolling the piety and learning of St. AuiHn, whom his predeccflbrs 
had honoured among the molt deferving and eminent doctors of the 
church, and whofe character rumour could never afpcrfe nor fuipi- 
cion tarni(h(4). Being informed that one Agricola, the fon of a 
Briti/h bifhop called Severianus, who had been married before he 
was raifed to die pricfthood, had fp read the feeds of the Pelagian 
herefy in Britain, he fent thither in quality of his vicar St. Germanus 
of Auxerre, whofe zeal and conduct happily prevented the threat- 
ning danger (<■). lie alfo fent St. Palladius, a Roman, to preach 
the faith to the Scots both in North-Britain and in Ireland. Many 
authours of the life of St. Patrick fay that apoflle likewife received 
his commiHion to preach to the Irifh from St. Celcttine in 431. 
This holy pope died on the firft of Auguil in 432, having fat al- 
xnoli ten years. He was buried in the cemetery of Prifcilla, which, 

to 

(2) Cone. T. 3. p. 6q6. and 9^0. St. Leo cp. 72. can. 3. 
{3) Cone. T. 4. p. 562. in cone. Chalced. (4) Ep. z\ t ad 

G alios. 
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{!>) Cttjus rebquias pfwfcntes we- 
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to teflify his refpect for the council of Ephefus he had ornamented 
with paintings in which that fynod was reprefcnted. His re- 
mains were afterwards tranflated into the church of St. Praxedes, 
His ancient original epitaph tefHfies that he was an excellent bifhop, 
honoured and beloved of every one, who for the fanctity of his 
life now enjoys the fight of Jefus Chrift, and the eternal honours 
of the faints. The iame is the teftimony of the Roman martyrolo- 

gy on this day. -See Tillemont, T. 14. p. 148. Ceiller, T. 

13. p, 1. 

St. William, Abbot of Eikille, C. He was born of an illu- 
ilrious family in Paris about the year 1 105, and received his educa- 
tion in the abbey of St. Germain-des-Prez, under his uncle Hugh, 
the abbot. By the regularity of his conduct, and the fanctity of 
his manners, he was the admiration of the whole community. 
Having finiflied his ffcudies he was ordained fubdeacon, and inftalled 
canon in the church of St. Genevieve du-Mont. His afliduity in 
prayer, love of retirement and mortification, and exemplary life feemed 
a troublefome cenfure of the flothful and worldly life of his collegues ; 
and what ought to have gained him their efteem and affection, ferved 
to provoke their envy and malice againft him. Having in vain endea- 
voured to prevail on this reformer of their chapter, as they called 
him, to refign his canonry, in order to remove him at a diftance 
they prefented him to the curacy of Epinay, a church five leagues 
from Paris, depending on their chapter. But no* long after, pope 
Eugenius III. coming to Paris in 1 147, and being informed of the 
irregular conduct of thefe canons, he commiffioned the celebrated 
Suger, abbot of St. Denys and prime minifter to king Lewis the 
Young to expel them, and introduce in their room regular canons 
from the abbey of St. Victor : which was happily carried into exe- 
cution. St. William with joy embraced this inftitute, and was by 
his fervour and devotion a pattern to the molt perfect. He was in 
a fhort time chofen fub-prior. The perfect fpirit of religion and re- 
gularity which he eftablilhed in that community, was an illultrious 
proof of the incredible influence which the example of a prudent 
iuperiour has over docile religious minds. His zeal for regular 
difcipline he tempered with fo much fweetnefs and modeity in his 
injunctions, that made all to love the precept itfelf, and to practifc 
with chearfulnefs whatever was prefcribed them. The reputation 
of his wifdom and fanctity reached the cars of Abfalon, bifhop of 
Rofchild, in Denmark, who being one of the moil holy prelates 
of his age, earneiUy fought to allure him into his diocefe. He fent 
the provoil of his church, who fcems to have been the learned hi- 
florian Saxo the Grammarian, to Paris on this errand. A profpect 
of labours and dangers for the glory of God was a powerful motive 
with the faint, and lie chearfully undertook the voyage. The bi- 
fhop appointed him abbot of E/kille, a monaftcry of regular canons 
which he had reformed. Here St. William functificd himfelf by a 
life of prayer and anile rc mortification ; but had much to fuller 
from the perfections of powerful men, from the extreme poverty 
of his houfe in a feverc climate, and above all from a long fuccef- 

fion of interiour trials ; but the moft perfect victory over himfelf 

v/as 
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was the fruit of his conitancy, patience and meeknefs. On prayer 
was his chief dependence, and it proved his conftant fupport. Du- 
ring the thirty years of his abbacy he had the comfort to fee mrmy 
walk with fervour in his Heps. He never left off wearing his hair- 
fhirt, lay on ilraw and fuCied every day. Penetrated with a deep 
ienfe of the greatnefs and ianclity of our mylterics, he never ap- 
proached the altar without watering it with his tears, making him- 
fclf a victim- to God in the fpirit of adoration and facrifice, toge- 
ther with, and through the merits of, the holy victim offered thereon; 
the difpofitions in which every chriftian ought to aililf. at it. He 
died on the lixth of April 1203, and was canonized by Honorius 

Uf. in 1224. See his life by a difciple in Surius, and at large 

in Papebroch's Acta Sanctorum. 

St Prudentius, bifhop of Troyes, C. He was by birth a 
Spaniard ; but fled from the fwords of the infidels into France, 
where in 840, or 845, he was chofen bifhop of Troyes. He was 
one of the moll learned prelates of the Gallican church, and was 
confulted as an oracle. By his fermon on the virgin Sc Maura we are 
informed that, befides his other functions and aihduity in preaching, 
lie employed himfelf in hearing confeflions and in adminiftcring the fa- 
craments of the holy euchanM and extreme unction. In his time Go- 
tefcalck, a wandering monk, of the abbey of Orbails. in the dio- 
cefe of Soiflbns, advanced in his travels, the errours of predeltina- 
tianifm, blafphemoufly afferting that reprobates were doomed by 
God to fin and hell, without the power of avoiding either. Not- 
tinge bifhop either of Brefcia or Verona, fent an information of 
thefe blafphemies to Rabanus Maurus, archbifhop of Mentz, 
one of the moll learned and holy men of that age, and, who 
had whilft abbot of Fulde, made that houfe the greateft nurfery 
of fcience in Europe. Rabanus examined Gotefcalck in a fynod 
at Mentz in 84F?, condemned his errours, and fent him to his own 
metropolitan Hincmar, archbifhop of" Rheims, a prelate alio of 
great learning and abilities. By him and Wenilo archbifhop of 
Sens, with feveral other prelates the monk was again examined in 
a fynod held at (juicrcy on the Oife, in the diocefc of Soiflbns, a 
royal palace of king Charles the Bald in S49. Goiefcalck being 
refractory was condemned to be degraded from the prieflhood, and 
imprifoned in the abbey of Hautvilliers, in the diocefc of Hincmar. 
Jiy the advice of St. Prudentius, whom Hincmar confulted, lie was 
not deprived of the lay- communion till after fome time Hincmar 
feeing hit; obftinacy invincible, fulminated again it hi in a fentence 
of excommunication, under which this unhappy author of much 
Icandal and dilturbance died, after twenty -one years of rigorous 

confinement, in S70. Some fufpeiled Hincmai to lean towards the 
contrary Semi pelagian errour againft: tlie neceflity of divine grace ; 
and Katranmub of Corbie took up his pen agaiufl him. St. Pru- 
denlius wrote to clear up the point which feemed perplexed by much 
difpiuiug, and to let the catholiek doctrine in a true light, fhewing 
on one iide a free will in man, and that ChrilL died for the falvation 
of all men ; and on the other proving the neceflity of divine grace, 

and that Chi ill offered up his death in a fpecial manner for the fal- 
Vol. II, \i vation 
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vation of the eleft, When parties are once ftirred up in difputes, 
it is not an eafy matter to difpel the milt which prejudices and heat 
raife before their eyes. This was never more evident than on that 
©ccaflon. Both fides agreed in doctrine, yet did not underftand one 
another. Lupus Servatus, a learned prieft of Mentz, another Lu- 
pus, the famous abbot of Ferrieres in Gatinois, Amalon archbifhop 
of Lyons, and his fuccefTour St. Remigius wrote againft Rabanus 
and Hincmar in defence of the necefftty of divine grace, though 
they condemned the blafphemies of the predeftinarians. Even Ama- 
lon of Lyons and his church, who feem to have excufed Gotefcalck 
in the beginning, becaufe they had never examined him, always 
cenfured the errours condemned in him : for the divine predeftina- 
tion of the ele£l is an article of faith ; but fuch a grace and prede- 
flination as deftroy free-will in the creature are a monftrous herefy. 
Neither did St. Remigius of Lyons, nor St. Prudentius intereft them- 
"ielves in the defence of Gotefcalck, which fhews the incon- 
fiftency of thofe moderns who, in our time, have undertaken his 
j unification (a). In 853, Hincmar and other bifhops publifhed in 
a fecond affembly at Quiercy, four Capitula or affertions, to eftablifli 
the doctrines of free-will, and of the death of Chrift for all men. 
To thefe St. Prudentius fubfcribed, as Hincmar and the annals of 
St. Bertin teftify. The church of Lyons was alarmed at thefe af- 
fertions, fearing they excluded the neceifity of grace ; and the 
council of Valence, in 855, in which St. Remigius of Lyons pre- 
iided, publifhed fix canons, explaining in very ftrong terms 
the articles of the neceffity of grace, and of the predeftina- 
tion of God's elect. St. Prudentius procured the confirmation of 
thefe canons by pope Nicholas I. in S59. Moreover, fearing the 
articles of Quiercy might beabufed in favour of Pelagianifm, though 
he had before approved them, he wrote his Traftatoria to confute 
the erroneous fenfe which they might bear in a Pelagian mouth, 
and to give a full expofition of the doctrine of divine grace. He 
had the greater reafon to be upon his guard, feeing fome, on the 
occafion of thofe difputes, openly renewed the Pelagian errours. 
John Scotus Erigena, an Irifliman in the court of Charles the Bald, a 
fubtle fophift, infamous for many abfurd errours both in faith and 
in philofophy publifhed a book againfl Gotefcalck on predeftina- 

tion, 



(a) Bifhop U flier, Janfcnius 
and Man gu in are advocates for 
the Prcdellinarians ; confequent- 
ly fufpected per ions in this hi- 
ilory. Their vindication of Go- 
tefcalck is evidently confuted by 
Nat. Alexander, K. Honoratus 
of St. Mary and To timely in ac- 
curate diflertations on that fub- 
jccl. 

(/») See a catalogue of- fome of 
his errours and abfiirditie* in 



Vuitaife Tr. de euchar. T. 1. p. 
414. and in Mr. Paris din* at the 

end of the Perpctuite dc la /by, art. 
4. Had Dr. Cave lived to read 
thefe authors, or Mabillon, Srec. 
4. and 6. Bcned. or Nat. Alex- 
ander, hilt. fa^c. 9 and 10 difs. 
14. p. 3159. T. 6. &c. he would 
not have confounded this John 
Scotus Erigena with John Scotus 
abbot of Ethclingc, king Alfreds 
mailer, and one of the firft profef- 

fow 
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tion, in which he openly advanced the Semipelagian errours againft 
grace, befides other monftrous herefies. Weniio archbiihop of Sens 
having extracted nineteen articles out of this book, fent them to his 
oracle St. Prudentius, who refuted the entiie book of Scotus by a 
treatife which is /till extant. This faint having exerted his zealalfo for 
the difcipline of the church, and the reformation of manners among 
the faithful, was named with Lupus abbot of Ferrieres to fuperintend 
and reform ail the monafteries of France , of which commiflion lie 
acquitted himfelf with great vigour and prudence. He died on the 
iixth of April 861, and is named in the Gallican. martyrologies, 
though not in the Roman (<-). 

APRIL 7fl 

St. APHRAATESj Anchoret, 

Frc?n Tlieodoret Phzloth. c. 8. and Htjl. b> 4.. c. 26. See Tilh- 

monti T* 10. 

Fourth Age. 

r h'~ n HIS faint was defcended from ah illuftrious family ira 
JL Perfia, but infected with the fuperftitions of idolatry. 
He had the happinefs of attaining to an early knowledge of the 
truth, which he embraced with his whole heart. Grieving 
to fee it fo little known and loved in his own country, regard- 
3efs of honours and worldly advantages, he renounced all pre- 
tenfions to them ; and leaving his friends and country came to 
EdciTa. in Mefopotamia, where chrifHanity flourifhcd. There 
he diligently informed himfelf what was the belt manner of 
ferving God perfectly, and fecuring his only affair, the eternal 
falvation of his foul. After fome deliberation he fliut himfelf 
up in a \itt\e cell without the vnxlls of that city, applying him- 
felf entirely to the exejreifes of penance and heavenly contem- 
plation. After fome time he removed into a cell near a mo- 
nailery in the neighbourhood of Antioch in Syria, where many 
relbrting to him for ijpiritual advice he became a great advocate 

E 2 for 



fors at Oxford : nor is it likely he 
would have fupprefled his er- 
rours, or the difgrace with which, 
by an exprefs order of pope Ni- 
cholas I. lie was expelled France, 
Hill, liter. T. z. p. 36. 

(c) It is Arangc that Hail let 
Jhould imagine this to be thw 



Prudentius named in the Roman 1 
inartyrology, as bi/hop of Tarra- 
cona, on the 28th of April ; whoy 
by the report of Taniayo and 
Lubin, was hi/hop of that i'cri 
in 586, and his reticles are fticwix 
there to this day. 
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for virtue and truth again ft vice, and the reigning Arian herefy by 
whomfoever profefTed. He eat nothing but a little bread after 
lunfet, to which, when he was grown extremely old, he added 
a few herbs. He made ufe of no other bed than a matt laid 
on the bare ground ; his cloathing was one coarfe garment. 
Anthernius, who was fome time after appointed governour of 
the Eaft and conful, returning from an embaiTy in Perfia, 
preffed Aphraates to accept of a robe he had brought with 
him, becaufe the product of his own country. Aphraates made 
anfwer : cc Do you think it reafonable to exchange an old 
" faithful fervant for a new one, merely becaufe he is a coun- 
<c tryman ?" 46 By no means," replied Anthemius. 6C Then, 
<c faid the hermit, take back your garment ; for I have one 
cc that I have worn thefe fixteen years j and I am not will- 
<c ing to have two at the fame time." Hitherto the faint had 
lived retired in his cell ; but feeing the Arian perfecurion under 
Valens make great havock in the flock of ChrifT, he left his 
retreat to come to the ailiftance of the diftreffed catholicks of 
Antioch; where he omitted nothing in his power to comfott 
the faithful and to afiuage the fury of their heretical perfecu- 
tors. Valens had banifhed the holy bifhop Meletius : but 
Aphraates joined Flavian and Diodorus who governed St. 
Meletius's rlock during his abfence. His reputation for fane- 
tity and miracles gave the greatefl: weight to his actions 
and words. The emperour Valens being at Antioch, look- 
ing one day out of a window of his palace upon the high 
road which parted it from the river Orontcs, and led into the 
country, faw the faint palling by, and aiked who that old 
man was, fo meanly clad, ant! making fuch haftc: and being 
told it was Aphraates, for whom the whole city had the 
greatefl veneration, a/ked him, whither he w.as going in 
fo great a hurry. The man of God replied : " To pray 
cc tor the profperity of your reign." l'or the catholicks, 
not being allowed a church in the city, held their affeniblics 
of devotion in a Held where maitial exciciics were performed. 
The emperour faid : cc I low conies it that you, who arc by 
cc profuilion a monk, leave your cell thus to ramble abroad V 
Aphraates anfwered : ct f lived tetired, fo long as the flock 
of the heavenly ihepheid enjoyed peace ; but now J fee 
it torn to piec es, how can J fit quiet in my cell ? Were 
J a virgin confined in my fathers houle, and fhonld fee 
4C it take lire, would vou ad vile me to lit flill and let the houfe 
he burnt, in which I fhould alio perifh ; or leave my room 
to run and procure help, cany water, and exert my utmofl 
<c endeavours to put out the lire? Reprove me not, O cm- 

" perour, 
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*< perour, if I do the like : rather blame yourfelf who have 
* c kindled the fire, not me for labouring to quench it." The 
emperour made not the Jeaft reply; but one of his eunuchs 
then in waiting reviled the aged Taint, and threatened him with 
death. But Cjod chaftifed his infolence: for foon after going 
to fee if the emperour's warm bath was ready, being taken 
with giddinefs he fell into the cauldron of boiling water, 
and, no body being there to give him affiftance, was fcalded to 
death. This example to terrified the emperour, that he durft 
not liften to the fuggefhons of the Arians who endeavoured to 
perfuade him to banifh the faint. He was alfo much moved 
by the miraculous cures which the holy man wrought by the 
application of oil or water, upon which he had made the figii 
of the crofs. Aphraates would never fpeak to a woman but at 
a diftance, and always in as few words as poffible. After the 
mi Arable death of Valens, when peace was reflored to the 
church, our faint returned to his folitude, and there happily de- 
parted this life to poilefs God, " with whom, fays Theodoret, 
" I believe he has greater power than whilfr. he was on earth : 
cc on which account I pray alfo to obtain his inter ccflion." 
The whole church has imitated his example. 



On the fame DAY 



St Hegesippus, a primitive father, near the times of the apo- 
filcs. He was by birth a Jew, and belonged to the church of Je- 
ruialem, but travelling to Rome he lived there near twenty years 
from the pontificate of Anicetus to that of Eleutherius in 177, when 
he returned into the Eaft, where he died very old, probably at Je- 
rufalcm, in the year of Chriit 180, according to the chronicle of 
Alexandria". He wrote in the year 133, an hillory of the church 
in five books from the pallion of Lhrifl down to his own time, the 
lofs of which work is extremely regretted. In it he gave illullrious 
proofs of his faith, and Ihewed the apollolical tradition, and that 
though certain men had dilhirbed the church by broaching heretics^ 
yet down to his time no epifeopal fee or particular c hurch had fallen 
into errour, but had in all places preierved inviolably the truths de- 
iivcted by Chrili, a.*? he a/fares ua(i). 'J 'his teflimony he gave 
after having perfonally vifited all the principal churches both of 
the Kail* and Well. He was a man replcnilhed with the fpirit of 
the apolllcs, and a love of chriiliau humility, which, fays St. Je- 

roni, he exprcifed by the iimplicity ol his lly'e.- The five book:; 

on the deilruction of jcrulalcm, compiled chiefly from the hillory 
oi" Jofcphus, aie not the work of tins lather, as lome have ima- 
gined ; but of a younger IJe^elippus who wrote before the ilellruc- 
Lion ol' the Weilem empire, but after Conllaiuine the Great. — See 

E 3 MahilloH 



(l) Aptid luif. Hill. 1. 4. c. 22. cd. Vales. 
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Mabillon Mufeum Italicum, T. i. p. 14. and Cave Hift Liter. 
T. 1. p. 265. 

St. A r bert, Reclufe. He was born at Efpain, a village in the 
diocefe of Tournay, in ic6o. From his infancy he fo eaineftly ap- 
plied himfelf to prayer, that he fpent in that holy exercife the 
greateft part of his time, being always careful in it to fhun, as much 
aspoftlble, the eyes of men. The earneftnefs with which he always 
attended all publick devotions in his parilh church, and iiilened to 
the fermons of his curate, is not to be expreiTed 3 much lefs the 
deep impreflions which every inftrue'lion of piety made upon his 
tender heart. He was difcovered to watch a great part of the night 
upon his knees., and when he was no longer able to fupport himfelf 
upright, to pray profiratc on the ground. When he could not pray 
in his chamber without danger or being furprifed by others, he re- 
tired into the liable, or fheepcot for many hours together. His 
commerce with God in his heart was uninterrupted while he was 
abroad in the fields with the cattle. He was no lefs private in his 
fafts ; and at the time of meals he ufually took an apple, or a mor* 
fel of bread that he might tell his parents or the fervants that he 
had eat. Happening one day to hear a poor man at his father's door 
fmg a hymn on the virtues and death of St. Theobald, a hermit 
jately dead, he found himfelf vehemently inrlamed with a defire of 
imitating his folitary penitential life ; and without delay addrefTed 
himfelf to a prielt of the monaftery of Crepin or Crefpin, named 
John, who lived a reclufe in a feparate cell with the leave of his 
abbot. Being admitted by him as a companion, he foon furpafled 
his mailer in the exercifes and fpirit of virtue. Bread they feldom 
tailed : wild herbs were their ordinary food ; they never favv any 
fire, nor eat any thing that had been drefled by it. The church of 
Crepin, ever fi nee its foundation by St Landelin in the feventh 
century, had been fcrved by fecular canons : in the eleventh it had 
paired into the hands of monks of the Order of St. Benedict ; and 
under the firft abbot llainer St. Albert took the monaftick habit. 
He ftill practifed his former aufterkies, ilept on the ground, and in 
the night recited the whole p falter privately before mattins. He 
was chofen pro volt and cellerer : but the exteriour occupations of 
thofe offices did not interrupt his tears, or hinder the perpetual at- 
tention of his foul to God. After twenty-five years fpent in this 
community with a fervour which was always uniform and conftant, 
he obtained leave of Lambert the fecond abbot to return to an cre- 
mctical life in 1115. tncn built himfelf a cell in the mid ft of a 

barren wil demons, contenting himielf for his food with bread 
and herbs, and after the iirlt three years with herbs alone-. Many 
flocking to him for fjurimal advice, Burchard bilhop of Cambray, 
his dioeefan, promoted him to the pricilhood and creeled for him 
a chapel in h'm cell, giving him power to hear confeflions and ad- 
miniiler the holy eucharifl : which was confirmed to him by two 
popes, TafchaJ iJ. and Innocent Ji, He faid every day two malic s 

one 

(a) Except on Chi iflmas-day, prieits are not allowed to fay mafa 
twice the lame day, fince the prohibition of Honoriua 111. C«ju s Ie 
refer c uto, De cekbrutionu 
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one for the Jiving, and a fecand for the dead. God crowned his 
long penance with a happy death about the year 1 140, the eightieth 
of hia age, on the feventh of April ; on which he is honoured in 

the Belgick and Gallican martyrologies See his life by Robert 

the archdeacon, his intimate friend, in Surius, Bollandus, &c. 




APRIL 8. 



St. DIONYSIUS of Corinth, B. C. 

From Eitfebiusj b, 4. c. 23. St. Jerom Cat. c. 30. 

Second Age, 

O T. Dionyfius bifliop of Corinth, flourilhed under the em- 
O perour Marcus Aurelius, and was one of the molt holy 
and eloquent paftors of the church in the fecond age. Not 
content afliduouily to inftrucl: his own flock with the word of 
life, he comforted and exhorted others at a diftance. Eufebius 
mentions feveral of his inftructive letters to other churches, 
and one of thanks to the church of Rome, under the pontifi- 
cate of St. Soter, for the alms received from thern according to 
cuftom. " From the beginning, fays he, it is your cuftom to 
*' bellow your alms in all places, and to furnifh fubfiftence to 
cc many churches. You fend relief to the needy, cfpecially to 
cc thofe who work in the mines ; in which you follow the ex- 
cc ample of your fathers. Your blefTed bifhop Soter is fo far 
from degenerating from your anceftors in that refpc£l, that 
he goes beyond them ; not to mention the comfort and ad- 
<c vice he, with the bowels of a tender father towards his chil- 
<c dren, affords all that come to him. On this day we celebrated 
together the Lord's day, and read your letter, as we do that 
which was heretofore written to us by Clement/' He means 
that they read thefe J ethers of inftruction in the church after the 
reading of the holy fcriptures, and the celebration of the divine 
nvyfteries. Xhis primitive father fays that SS. Peter and Paul, af- 
ter planting the faith at Corinth, went both into Italy, and there 
fealed their teftimony with their blood. He in another place 
complains that the miniftcrs of the devil, that is, the hereticks 
had adulterated his works, and corrupted them by their poifon. 
The monftrous heretics of the three fir 11 centuries fpralig moft- 
ly, not from any perverfe interpretation of the fcriptures, but 
from erroneous principles of the hcathcnilh fchoois of philo- 
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fophy : whence it happened that thofe herefies generally bor- 
dered on fome fuperftitious notions of idolatry. St. Dionyfius, 
to point out the fource of the heretical errours, fhewed from 
what fe<5t of philofophers each herefy took its rife. The 
Greeks honour St. Dionyfius as a martyr on the twenty-ninth 
of November, becaufe he fuffered much for the faith, though 
he fcems to have died in peace : the Latins keep his feftival on 
this day, and ftyJe him only confeflbr. Pope Innocent III. 
fent to the abbey of St. Denys near Paris the body of a faint 
of that name brought from Greece. The monks who were 
perfuaded that they were before po fie fled of the body of the 
Areopagite, take this fecond to be the body of St. Dionyfius 
of Corinth, whofc fellival they alfo celebrate. 

On the fame DAY 

St. JEdcfius, M. Pie was brother to St. Apian, who received 
his crown at Carfarea on the fecond of April, and a native ' of 
J.yda, had been a pro felled philofophcr, and continued to wear the 
cloak after his converlion to the faith. Pie was long a fcholar of 
iSt. Pamphilus ar Casfarea. In the perfecution of Galcriud Maxi- 
snianus he often confclTcd his faith before marriltratcs, had fan&ificd 
several dungeons, and been condemned to the mines in Paleiune. 
J]eing relealed from thence he went into Egypt, but there found the 
perfecution more violent than in Paleftine itfelf under Hierocles, 
the moil barbarous ptefeel of Egypt for Maxim inus Daia, Cscfar. 
This govcrnour had alio employed his pen againfl the faith, pre- 
suming to put the forceries of Apollonius of Tyana upon a level 
with the miracles of Chriit, whom Kufebius confuted by a book en- 
titled, Jgainjl Hietoc/es. ALdcfius being at Alcxandiia and ob- 
serving how outragioufly the judge proceeded againfl the chriflians 
by tormenting grave men, and delivering women of lingular piety, 
and even virgins, to the infamous purchafers of flavcs, he boldly 
prcfonted him/elf before this lavage monJler rather than a man, 
and reproached him with his crying inhumanity, efpecially in cx- 
pofing holy virgins to levvdnefs, He endured courageoufly the 
jcourgc, and the greatefl torments which the rage of fueh a tyrant 
was capable of inventing, and was at length call into the lea in 
SOfi, after the lame manner as his brother, who obtained his 
crown a little while before, as the Chaldaick acls cxprelly inform 

us, though Ilenfchenius is of the contrary opinion. See Kufe- 

hius on the martyrs of Palefline, ch. 5. and the martyr's Chaldaick 
acts in Afiemani, T. 2. p. 195. 

St. Pe 1? vktiujs, H. C. He was the fixth bifhop of Tours and 
governed rhal fee above thirty years and three months, from 460 
to 471, when he decealed on the eighth of Api iJ. During all which 
time ho laboured by zealous fermons, many fymnh, and wholcfoiuc 
regulations Jo le ad fouls to virtue. As there wa:i a continual fuc- 
»*, eiiion of miracles at the lonib of St, Martin, Perpetuus finding tho 

chinch 
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church built by St. Bricius too fmall for theconcourfe of people that 
reforted thither, di reeled its enlargement, caufing it to be built 155 
feet jn length, fixty broad, and forty- five in height. Some years 
before his death he mr.de his laft will, which is iHll extant. By it 
he remits all debts that were owing to him ; and having be- 
queathed to his church his library and feveral farms, and fettled 
a fund for the maintenance of lamps, and the purchafe of facred 
vcflcls as occafion might require, he declares the poor his heirs. 
It begins thus : <c In the name of Jcfus Chrift, Amen. I Per- 
fct petuus, a firmer, prieil of the church of Tours, would not 
Ci depart without a lait will and teflament, left the poor fliould be 
'< neglecled. . . . You my bowels, my moll beloved brethren, 
" my crown, my joy, my lords, my children, O poor of Chrift, 
" needy, beggars, iick, widows, orphans ; you, I declare, name 
" and make my heirs. Excepting what is above difpofed of, what- 
*' ever I am poilefied of in goods, in fields, in pafturage, in mea- 
" dows, in groves, in vineyards, in dwellings, in gardens, in wa- 
'* ters, in mills, or in gold, filver, and garments and other things, 
" I appoint you my heirs. It is my will that as foon as poflible, 
4t after my departure, they be ibid and the money divided into 
" three parts ; of which two lhall be diftributed among poor men, 
" at the difcrction of the prieil Agrarius, and count Agilo : and 
M the third among widows and poor women at the difcretion of 
" the virgin Dadolena, &c." He adds moll pachctick exhorta- 
tions to concord and piety ; and bequeaths to his filter Fidia Julia 
Perpetua a little gold crofs, with relicks ; he leaves legacies to fe- 
veral other friends and pricits, to one a filver cafe of relicks of faints, 
to others gold or filver crofles or chalices, begging of each a re- 
membrance of him in their prayers — See his teftament publifhed by 
D'Achcry Spicileg T. c. p. 105. alfo St. Gregory of Tours, hilt, 
b. to, ch. 31. and De mirac. St. Martini, b 1. c. 6. 

St. Walter, abbot of St. Martin's near Pontoife. He was a 
native of Pieardy, and took the habit of St. Bennet at Rebais in 
the dioocfe of Meaux. The counts of Amiens ahd Pontoife hav- 
ing lately founded the lich abbey of St. German, now called Sc. 
Martin's, adjoining to the walls of Pontoife, king Philip J. after 
a diligent f'carch for a pcrfon equal to Co important a charge, ob- 
liged Walter to take upon him the government of that houi'e, and 
he was appointed the firit abbot in 1060. He was always highly 
honoured by the king, and by other great perfonnges ; but this 
was what his humility could not bear. To efcape from the dangers 
of vain glory he often fled lec'reily from his monaflery, but was al- 
ways found and brought back again, and to prevent his cfcaping 
the pope, font him a Uriel order not to leave his abbey. There he 
lived in a retired fmall cell in preat auilcritv, and in ailiduous 
player and contemplation, never flirring out but to duties of cha- 
nty or regulaiity, or to perform (ome of the in caned otlices of the 
ho'ule. L 1 is zeal in oppofmg the practice of itmony drew on him 
grievous pen'ecntions : all which he bore not only with patience, 
but even with joy. Hi;, death happened on the eighth of April in 

J-oo. The billions of Poiicu, ('aria, and s>r.^\< alter a diligent 
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fcrutiny, declared feveral miracles wrought at his tomb aa then tick ; 
and performed the tranfla*.ion of his relicks on the fourth of May. 
The abbot Walter Montague made a fecond tranflation in 1655, 
and richly, decorated his chapel. St. Walter from the firftday of his 
converfion to his death made it a rule every day to add foine new, 
practice of penance, to his former aufterities ; thus to remind himfelf 
of the obligation of continually advancing in fpirit towards God. — . 
His life written by a difciple may be read in the Bollandiils. 

B. Albert, patriarch of Jerufalem, compiler of the rule of the 
Carmelites, He was born at Caftro dLGualtieri, in the diocefe of 
Parma, and of a noble Italian family. After having laid a folid 
foundation of learning and piety, and acquired a great reputation 
by his {kill in the canon and civil laws, he put on the habit of a 
canon regular in the monaflcry of Mortura in the Milanefe, and 
though very young, was in a fhort time* after his profeffion chofen 
prior, and three years after bifhop of Bobio. Whilll his humility found 
excufes to decline this dignity, the church of Vercelli falling alfo 
vacant, that city had the happinefs to carry him off, and fee him 
by compulfion placed in its epifcopal chair. For twenty years he 
never ceafed to procure the advantage of the flock committed to his 
charge, and by humility and fanctity raifed to the high eft degree 
the fplendour of the fee which he adorned. He was chofen by 
pope Clement III. and the emperour Frederick I. furnamed Bar- 
barofa, umpire of their deferences. Henry VI. fuccelTour to Fre- 
derick created him prince of the empire, and granted many favours 
to his church. He was employed by the pope in feveral commif- 
fions of the higheft importance. In 1204, died Monachus, the ele- 
venth Latin patriarch of Jerufalem.; and the chriflians in Palefline 
iyho in, their defolate condition flood extremely in need of a perfon 
whole confummate prudence, patience and zeal might be to them 
both a comfort and a fupport, moved by the great reputation of 
Albert, earneftly befought him to fiU the vacant chair. Pope In- 
nocent HI. exprefTed great joy at their choice, being full of com- 
panion for their fituation and dangers, and called Albert to Rome, 
that he might receive the confirmation of his election, and the 
pall- The holy man obeyed the more readily, becaufc this dignity 
at that time expofed him only to perfecutions and afHiclions, not 
without a profpecl of martyrdom. He embarked in a Genoefe 
veflcl in 1206, and landed at Aeon, in which city he rcfided, Je- 
rufalem itfelf being in the hands of the Saracens. To his labours 
and perfecutions he added the practice of afliduous mortification, 
and made prayer the chief employment of all his retired hours. 
His fanctity procured him the refpccl: and veneration of the infidels 
themfelvcs. Bcfides many other pious ellablifhmonts and holy 
works of which he was the author, he became the legiflator of the 
Carmelites or White Friars. On mount Carmcl lived certain an- 
chorets who regarded the prophet Elias as their founder and mo- 

4*1, becaufc ho made that mountain the place of his retreat (1), 

as 



fi) 3 Kings xviii. 19, 20. 42 
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as did alio Elifeus (2). One Berthold formed thefe anchorets 
into a community : and Brocard, fuperiour of thefe hermits in 1205, 
or rather as Papebroch proves, in 1 209,. addrefTed himfelf to the pa- 
triarch Albert befeeching him to prefcribe them a rule (6). The 
holy man drew up the conftitutions of this Order, in which the friars 
a«e enjoined to abide in their cells day and night in alfiduous prayer* 
as it becomes hermits, unlefs they are otherwife lawfully occupied : 
to tali from the feafl of the Exaltation of the crofs till Eafler, ex- 
cept on Sundays : perpetual abftinence from flelh : to employ 
themfelves in manual labour: keep fllence from Vefpers till Tierce 
the next day, Sec. But fcveral additions were made to this rule and 
mitigations introduced by commirTioncrs appointed by Innocent IV* 
in 124.fi. The White-Friars did not wear a fcapular before St. Si- 
mon Stock, in 12^5, and began to ufe a mantle and. hood in 1288. 
This Order being in its origin eremeticaU hence among the barefooted 
Carmelites every province has a defert or folitude, ufually for three 
or four hermits, who lead there very auitere lives, but after one 

year 

(2) 1 Kings iv. 25. 



(/;) Some writers have endea- 
voured to prove that from Elias, 
and his fuccelTours the Jons of the 
■prophets, an uninterrupted fuccef- 
fion of hermits had inhabited 
mount Carmel down to the time 
of Chrill and his apoftles ; and 
that having embraced early the 
chriltian faith, they continued 
their fuccelfion to the twelfth or 
thirteenth century, when having 
obtained this rule, they intro- 
duced their Order into Europe. 
The learned Papebroch, a con- 
tinuator of the Acta Sanftorum 
commenced by Bollandus, treated 
this claim to fo high an antiqui- 
ty as chimerical, and dated the 
origin of the hermits of mount 
Carmel only in the twelfth cen- 
tury. The con tell grew fo warm, 
that the affair was laid before 
the popes Innocent XI. and XII. 
But neither of them chofe to 
declare whether the monuments 
produced, in favour of the fuc- 
ceflion aforefaid, were decifive 
or not. And the latter, by a 
brief dated the twenty-ninth of 

Movciiiber 1698, enjoined fi- 



lence on that fubject for the 
time to come. 

Alan, the fifth general of the 
Carmelite friars, finding Pale- 
fline a troublefome refidence un- 
der the Saracens, fought to ob- 
tain for his Order fome foreign 
fettlemcnts, and foon procured 
convents to be founded in Cy- 
prus and Sicily. About 1 240, cer- 
tain Englishmen, who had em- 
braced that Order, were brought: 
over from Syria by Sir John de 
Vafey, lord of Alnwick in Nor- 
thumberland, a great baron in 
thofe days, when he returned 
from the holy war. He founded 
their firft houfe at Alnwick, and 
they foon procured convents in 
Ailesford, London, Oxfotd, 
and other places. This Order 
has at prelent thirty-eight pro- 
vinces, bcfides the Congregation 
of Mantua, which has fifty -four 
houfes under a vicar genera], and 
the Congregations of the bare- 
footed Carmelites in Spain and 
Italy, which have their own ge- 
neral h, on which fee the life of 
St. Thcrcfa. 
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year return again to their convent, or go to fome other defert, with 
the leave of fuperiours. 

Albert was called into the Weft by pope Innocent TIK that he 
might be prefent at the general council of I ateran which met in 
1 21 5 : but before he left Paleltine, he was aflaflinated whilll he af- 
filed at a procefiion of the holy crofs, on the feart of its Exaltation, 
September 14, 121 4. at Aeon, by an impious wretch whom he had 
reproved and threatened for his crimes. He is honoured among the 
faints by his Order on this eighth day of April. See the me- 

moirs collected by Papebroch, p. 769. Helyot hilt, des Ordres re- 
jig. T. 1. and Sievens Monafh Anglic. T. 1. p. 156. 

APRIL 9. 

St. MARY of Egypt. 

From her life commended in the feventh general council^ and by St. 
Sophonius^ but written 150 years before him by a grave author 
of the fame age in which the faint lived. See Papebrocb^ p, 76. 

Fifth Age. 

IN the reign of Theodofius the Younger, there lived in Pa- 
leftine a holy monk and prion; named Zofimus, famed for 
the reputation of his fanctity, and reforted to as an oracle for 
the direction of fouls in the molt perfect rules of a religious 
life. He had feived God from his youth with great fervour in 
the fame houfe for the fpace of three and fifty years, when he 
was tempted to think that he had attained to a ftate of perfec- 
tion, and that no one could teach him any thing more in regard 
to monaftick life. God, to difcover the deluiion and danger of 
1 Ills fuggcfHon of the proud fpirit, and to convince him that wc 
may always advance in perfection, directed him by revelation 
to quit his monaflcry for one near the Jordan, where he might 
learn leilons of virtue he yet was unacquainted with. Being 
admitted amongfl them it was not long befoie he was unde- 
ceived, and convinced from what he faw p radii fed there how 
much he had been in ilia ken in the judgment he had formed of 
himfelf and his advancement in virtue. The members of this 
community had no more communication with the reft of man- 
kind than if they had belonged to another world. The whole 

cm* 
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employment of their lives was manual labour, which they ac- 
companied with pra)'er, the Tinging of pfalms (in which hea- 
venly exercife they fpent the whole night relieving each other by- 
turns) and their chief fubfiftence was on bread and water. It was 
their yearly cuftom, after having afUfted at the divine myfteries 
and received the bleficd Eucharift on the fir ft Sunday in Lent, 
to oofs the river and difperfe themfelves over the vaft deferts 
which lie towards Arabia, to pafs in perfect folitude the interval 
between that and Palm-Sunday ; againft which time they ail 
retained again to the monaftery to join in celebrating the paf- 
jion and refurrection of our Lord. Some fubfifted during this 
time on a fmalJ parcel of provifion they tock with them, while 
others Jived on the herbs which grew wild ; but when they came 
back they never communicated to each other what they did 
during that time. 

About the year 430, the holy man Zofimus pafTed over the 
Jordan with the reft at the ufual time, endeavouring to penetrate 
as far as he could into the wildernefs, in hopes of meeting with 
ibme hermit of ft ill greater perfection than he had hitherto feen 
or converfed with, praying with great fervour as he travelled. 
Having advanced thus for twenty days, as he one day flopped 
at noon to reft himfelf and recite a certain number of pfalms 
according to cuftom, he faw as it were the figure of an human, 
body. He was at firft feized with fright and aftonifhment \ and 
imagining it might be an illuflon of the enemy, he armed 
himfelf with the fign of the crofs and continued in prayer. 
Having finiftied his devotions he plainly perceived, on turning 
his eyes that way, that it was fomebody that appeared naked, 
extremely funburnt, and with fhort white hair, who walked 
very quick, and fled from him. Zofimus, judging it was Ibme 
holy anchoret, ran that way with all his fpeed to overtake him. 
He drew nearer by degrees, and when he was within hearing 
he cried out to the perfon to ftop and blefs him ; who an- 
fwcred : cc Abbot Zofimus, I am a woman ; throw me your 
%L mantle to cover mc that you may come near me." Me, fur- 
pi i fed to hear her call him by his name which he was convinced 
fhe could have known only by revelation, readily complied 
with her rcqueft. Having covered herfclf with his garment (lie 
approached him, and they entered into converfation after mu- 
tual prayer : a /id on the holy man's conjuring her by Jefiis 
Chrift to tell !iim who (he was, and how long, and in what 
manner flic had lived in that defert, fhe laid : Ci I ought to die 
cc with eonfufion and ihamc in felling you what I am : fo hor- 
iL libie is the very mention of it that you will ily from me as 
" from a ferpent • your cars will not he able to bear the recital 

oi the crimes ul which J have been guilt v. 1 will however 

u relate 
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<e relate to you my ignominy, begging of you to pray for me, 
€C that God may fhew me mercy in the day of his terrible judg- 
*' menu 

" My country is Egypt. When thy father and mother were 
ce ftill Jiving, at twelve years of age I went without their con- 
* c fent to Alexandria : I cannot think without trembling on the 
46 £rR Reps by which I fell into fin, nor my difbrders which 
€c followed/' She then defcribed how fhe lived a publick pro- 
flitute feventeen years, not for intereft, but to gratify an un- 
bridled luft: fhe added; <c I continued my wicked courfe 
* 6 till the twenty- ninth year of my age, when perceiving fe- 
cc veral perfons making towards the fea, I enquired whither 
c< they were going, and was told they were about to embark 
* c for the holy land, to celebrate at Jerufalem the feaft of the 
* c Exaltation of the glorious crofs of our Saviour. I embarked 
€c with them, looking only for frefh opportunities to continue 
c< my debauches, which I repeated both during the voyage and 
€c after my arrival at Jerufalem. On the appointed day for the 
Sc feftival, all going to church, I mixed with the crowd to get 
<c into the church where the holy crofs was fhewn and expofed 
* c to the veneration of the faithful ; but found myfelf with- 
* 6 held from entering the place by fbme fecret but invifible 
* c force. This happening to me three or four times, I retired 
fic into a corner of the court and began to confider with my- 
dc felf what this might proceed from : and ferioufly reflecting 

that my criminal life might be the caufe, I melted into 
6Q tears. Beating therefore my finful breaft, with fighs and 
* Q groans, I perceived above me a picture of the mother of 
" God. Fixing my eyes upon it, I addreffed myfelf to that 
* c holy virgin, begging of her, by her incomparable purity to 
* c fuccour me, denied with fuch a load of abominations, and to 
u render my repentance the more acceptable to God. I befought 
* fc her I might be fuffered to enter the church doors to behold 
* c the facred wood of my redemption > promifing from that mo- 
* c ment to confecrate myfelf to God by a life of penance, tak- 
<c ing her for my furety in this change of my heart. After this 
4C ardent prayer I perceived in my foul a fecret confolation under 
<c my grief; and attempting again to enter the church I went 
<c up with cafe into the very middle of it, and had the comfort 
* c to venerate the precious wood of the glorious crofs which 
<c brings life to man. Coniidering therefore the incornprehcnii- 
* c ble mercy of God, and his readinefs to receive iinncrs to rc- 
ct pentance, I caft myfelf on the ground, and after having 

killed the pavement with tears, J arofe and went to the pic- 
tcc ture of the mother of God, whom I had made the witnefr 

Ki and furety of my engagements and refblutions. Falling 

46 there 
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* c there on my knees before her image, I addreffed my prayers 
< fi to her, begging her interceflion and that flie would be my 
* c guide. After my prayer I feemed to hear this voice: " If 
« c thou goeft beyond the Jordan, thou {halt there find reft and 
tc comfort. Then weeping and looking on the image, I beg- 
< c ged of the holy queen of the world that fhe would never 
c * abandon me. After thefe words I went out in hafte, bought 
c< three loaves, and afking the baker which was the gate of the 
cc city which led to the Jordan, I immediately took that road, 
cC and walked all the reft of the day, and at night arrived at the 
46 church of St. John Baptifr. on the banks of the river. There 
I paid my devotions to God, and received the precious body 
iC of our Saviour Jefus Chrift. Having eat the half of one of 
** my loaves, I flept all night on the ground. Next morning 
tc recommending myfelf to the holy Virgin, I patted the Jor- 
cc dar, and from that time I have carefully fhunned the meet- 
" ing of any human creature." 

Zofirnus afked how long fhe had lived in that defert <c It 
cc is, faid fhe, as near as I can judge, forty-feven years." 
u And what have you fubfifted upon all that time, replied 
" Zofimus i" cc The loaves I took with me, anfwered fhe, 
" lafted me fome time : fince that I have had no other food but 
" what this wild and uncultivated folitude afforded me. My 
u clothes being worn out, I fuffered feverely from the heat and 
* c the cold, with which I was often fo afflicted that I was not 
<c able to ftand." "And have you parted fo many years, faid 
* c the holy man, without fuffering much in your foul ?" She 
anfwered : " Your queftion makes me tremble by the very re- 
" membrance of my paft dangers and conflicts, through the 
" pervcrfenefs of my heart. Seventeen years I pafled in moft 
<c violent temptations, and almoft perpetual conflicts with my 
u inordinate defires. I was tempted to regret the flefh and 
" fifh of Egypt, and the wines which I drank in the world to 
cc excefs ; whereas here I often could not come at a drop of 
* € water to quench my thirft. Other defires made aflaults on 
<c my mind, but weeping and finking my breaft on thofe oc- 
cc cafions, I called to mind the vows I had made under the 
<c protection of the Blcflcd Virgin, and begged her to obtain 
* c my deliverance from the affliction and danger of fuch 
" thoughts. After long weeping and bruifing my body with 
cc blows, I found myfelf fuddenly enlightened and my mind 
66 rcftored to a perfect calm. Often the tyv^nny of my old 
cc paf lions fcenied ready to drag me out of my defert : at thofe 
4C times I threw myfelf on the ground a.nd watered it with my 
" tears, railing my heart continually to the KlefYed Virgin till. 

" fhe procured mc comfort: ajud fhe has never failed to fhew 

" hcrfclf 
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* 6 herfelf my faithful proteclrefs." Zofimus taking notice 
that in her difcourfe with him fhe from time to time made ufe 
of fcripture phrafes, afked her, if {he had ever applied herfeif 
to the ftudy of the facred books. Her anfwer was that fhe 
could not even read, neither had file converfed nor feen any 
human creature fince file came into the defert till that day, that 
could teach her to read the holy fcripture or read it to her, but 
* c 'tis God, fa id fhe, that tcacheth man knowledge (i). Thus 
cc have I given you a full account of myfelf : keep what I have 
told you as an inviolable fecret during my life, and allow mc 
the moft miferable of finners a fiiare in your prayers." She 
concluded with defiring him not to pafs over the Jordan next 
Lent according to the cuftom of his monaltery, but to bring with 
him on Maundy-Thurfday the body and blood of our Lord, 
and wait for her on the banks of the river on the fide which is 
inhabited. Having fpoken thus and once more intreated him 
to pray for her, fhe left him. Zofimus hereupon fell on hi* 
knees, thanked God for what he had feen and heard, killed the 
ground whereon fhe had flood, and returned by the ufual time 
to his monaftery. 

The year following on the firft Sunday in Lent he was de- 
tained at home on account of ficknefs, as indeed flic had foretold 
him. On Maundy-Thurfday taking the facred bod}' and blood 
of our Lord in a I'm all chalice, and alfo a little bafket of figs, 
dates and lentils, he went to the banks of the Jordan. At night 
fhe appeared on the other fide, and making the: fign of thecrofs 
over the river, fhe went forward walking upon the fur face of 
the water as if it had been dry land, till fhe reached the op- 
pofite fliore. Being now together ihe craved his blefling, and 
defired him to recite the Creed and the Lord's prayer- After 
which flie received from his hands the holy facrament. 
Then lifting up her hands to heaven fhe faid aloud with 
tears : Now thou do/l dijmifi thy fervant y O Lord) according 
io thy word 9 in peat c ; becattfe ?ny eyes have feen ?ny Saviour, 
She begged Zofimus to pardon the trouble fhe had given 
him, and defned him to return the following Lent to the 
place where lie fir 11' (aw her. He begged of her on his fide to 
accept the fullcnance he had brought her. But fhe took only a 
lew of the lentils ; and conjuring him never to forget her mi- 
ferics left him, and then went over the river as flic came. Zo- 
fimus returned home, and at the fame time fixed by the faint 
let out in quell of her, with the view of bein^ Hill further edi- 
fied by her holy converfation, and of learning alfo her name 

which 



(0 l'f ^'v:o:: 10. 



April 9. The Roman Captives, MM. 6g 

which he had forgot to alk. But on his arrival at the place 
where he had firft feen her, he found her corpfe ftretched out 
on the ground with an infcnption declaring her name, Mary* 
and the lime of her death. Zofimus being miraculoufly af- 
fifled by a lion dug a grave, and buried her. And having re- 
commended both himfelf and the whole church to the faint's 
interceilion, he returned to his monaftery, where he recounted 
all that he had feen and heard of this holy penitent, and con- 
tinued there to ferve God till his happy death* which happened 
in the hundredth year of his age : and it is from a relation of 
the monks of that community, that an author of the fame 
century wrote her life as above related. 

On the fame DAY 

The Massvljtan martyrs in Africa, mentioned byBede(i). 
and famous in ancient calendars. We have a fermon preached 
by St Auftin on their feftival (2). They fuffered in Africa, and 
probably derived rheir name from Mafiyla, or the adjacent coun- 
try, on the fencoaft. 

St. Eupsychius, M. Julian the Apo.ftate In his march to An- 
tioch, arriving at Caefarea, the capital of Cappadocia, was exceed- 
ingly irritated to find the greater!: part of the city chriftians, and 
that they had lately demolifhed a temple dedicated to Fortune, be- 
ing the l'aft pagan temple remaining there: wherefore he /truck it 
out of the lilt of cities, and ordered that it ihould refume its ancient 
name of Mazaca, inftead of that of Caifarea, the name with 
which Tiberius had honoured it. He deprived the churches in the 
city and its territory of all that they poflelied in moveables or other 
goods, making ufe of torments to oblige them to a drfcovery of their 
wealth. He caufed all the clergy to be enlifted among the train- 
bands under the governour of the province, which was the molt 
contemptible and frequently the molt burdenfome fervicc, and on 
the lay -chriftians he impofed a heavy tax. Many of them he put to 
death, the principal of which number was St. Eupfychius, a pcrfon 
of noble extraction lately married. The tyrant left: an order that 
the chriftians mould be compelled to rebuild the temples, butinltead 
of that, they erected a church to the true God under the title of 
St. Eupfychius : in which on the eighth of April, eight years after, 
St. Bafil celebrated the feail of this martyr, to which he invited alJ 
the biihops of Pontius in a letter yet extant (3). 

The Roman Captives, MM. in Perfia, in the year of Chrift. 362,, 
of Sapor 53. The Pcrfians in an incurfion into the chriitian terri- 
tories took by ficgc the ealllc Bethzarbc, on the Tigris; maflacred 
the garrifon, and led away nine thoufand fouls into captivity. 
Among thefe were J Icliodorus, a bilhop, Daufas and Mariabus an- 

Voi.. 11. F cient 
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cient priefls, befides many other priefls, monks and nuns. The 
good bifhop died on the road, but firfl ordained Daufas bifhop in 
his place. The canons order a bilhop not to be ordained but by 
three bilhop s : but this admits a difpenfation in cafes of neceflity. 
Thus Theodoret fays that St. Eufebius of Samofata went about 
privately ordaining catholick paftors to fill vacant fees : and St. 
Gregory allowed St. Auflin to do the fame in England (a). The 
captives ailembled daily with Daufas, who celebrated the di- 
vine myfteries. When they were arrived on the confines of AfTyria, 
it was left to the option of three hundred of them either to adore 
the fun or to die. Twenty-five complied with the injunction, and 
were rewarded with portions of land for their apoftacy. The other 
275 remained conftant with the bifhop Daufas, and were all maf- 

facred together. See the Greek Mena:a, Sozomen(2), and their 

original Chaldaick acts publifhed by AiTemani, t. i. p. 134. 

St. Waltrude or Vautrude, commonly called Vaudru, 
Widow She was daughter to the princefs St. Bertille, elder Mer 
to St. Aldegondes, and wife to Madelgaire count of Hainault, and 
one of the principal lords of king Dagobert's court. After bearing 
him two fons, and two daughters, fhe induced him to embrace the 
monailick Hate, at Haumonc, near Maubeuge, taking the name of 
Vincent. He is honoured in Flanders among the faints on the 
twentieth of September, and called St. Vincent of Soignies. She 
remained two years longer in the world, devoting herfelf entirely 
to exercifes of piety, under the direction of the holy abbot St. 
Guiflain. Being by that time difengaged from the incumbrances 
of the world, fhe received the religious veil at the hands of St Au- 
bert, bifhop of Cambray, in 656, and lived in a little ceil adjoining 
to which was a chapel in a folitary place called Caflriloc, or Caftle- 
place, now Mons. Many other ladies reforting to her, fhe formed a 
religious community, which is at prefent a rich royal chapter of 
canonefles. From her reputation and from this community arofe 
the city of Mons, now the capital of Hainault. Whilll her filler 
Aldegondes governed her great monaflery at Maubeuge, Vautrude 
fanctified herfelf in her little cell by holy poverty, mceknefs, pa- 
tience, continual failing and prayer. She fufYered much from the 
1 landers of men, and from fevere interiour trials and temptations : 
but God after fomc years recompen fed her fidelity with a holy peace, 
and great fpirituai confolations. On the ninth of April 686, (lie 
Ww'nt to receive the crown piomifed by God to thofe who fcrvc him. 
Her rclicks ;ire ciicemed the moil precious treafurc of the great 
church which bears her n;une She is titular patronefs of Mons, 
and all Hainault. V>y the life of St. Vautrude we ihould learn to 

defpifc 

(1) JJ. en. 4. (;) B. 2. eh. I j. 
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defpife the unjuft cenfurcs of the world* It perfecutes by its ca- 
lumnies thofe by whofe lives its falfe maxims are condemned : but 
it can only hurt a counterfeit virtue, as the fire confumes only the 
drofs, but renders true goid brighter and more pure. Solid virtue 
is not only tried by humiliations, bin <_.;ains the ^reateit advantage 
and improvement by making a good ufe of them. ~ See the ancient 
life of St. Vautrude in Mabili. Sa?c. 2. Bened. alfo Mira^us. 




APRIL 10. 

St. BADEMUS, Abbot, M. 

From his original Syria ck aSls written by St. Jl4aruthas 9 publijlied 
by AJfemani) T, 1. p. 1 65. "The Greek from Metapbrajies 
were given its by Henfchenius^ p. 828, and Ruinarty p. 680. 

A. D. 376. 

T> ADEMUS was a rich and noble citizen of Bethlapat 
-D in Perfia, who defiring to devote himfelf to the fcrvice of 
God, out of his eftates founded a monaftery near that city, 
which he governed with great fanclity. The purity of his foul 
had never been fullied by any crime, and the fweet odour of his 
fan&ity difFufed a love of virtue in the hearts of thofe that ap- 
proached him. He watched whole nights in prayer, and pafled 
fometimes feveral days together without eating : bread and wa- 
ter were his ufual fare. He conducted his religious in the paths 
of perfection with fweetnefs, prudence and charity. In this 
amiable retreat he enjoyed a calmnefs and happinefs which the 
great men of the world would view with envy did they com- 
pare with it the unquiet fcencs of vice and vanity in which they 
live. ]3ut to crown his virtue, God permitted him with feven of 
his monks to be apprehended by the purfuivants of Icing Sapor ia 
the thirty-fixth year of his persecution. He lay four months in 
a dungeon loaded with chains j during which lingering martyr- 
dom he was every day called out to receive a certain number of 
ftripes. But he triumphed over his torments by the patience 
and joy with which he fullered them for Chrift. At the fame 
time a chriflian lord of the Peifian court, named Ncrfan, 
prince of Aria, was caft into prifon becaufe he refufed to adore 
the fun. At firft he fhewed fomc refolution : but at the fight 
of tortures- his conflancy failed him, and he promifed to con- 
form. The king to try if his change wav tinccrc, ordered Jla- 
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demus to be brought to Lapeta, with his chains ftriick off, 
and to be introduced into the prifon of Nerfan, which was a 
chamber in the royal palace* Then his majefty fent word to 
Nerfan by two lords, that if with his own hand he would dif— 
patch Bademus, he fhould be reftored to his liberty and former 
dignities. The wretch accepted the condition ; a fword was 
put into his hand, and he advanced to plunge it into the breaft 
of the abbot. But being feized with a Hidden terrour he 
flopped fhort, and remained fome time without being able to 
lift up his arm to ftrike. The fervant of Chrift flood un- 
daunted, and with his eyes fixed upon him faid : " Unhappy 
* c Nerfan, to what a pitch of impiety do you carry your apo- 
cc flacy ? With joy, I run to meet death; but could wifh to 
* c fall by fome other hand than your's : why rauft you be my 
cc executioner ?'* Nerfan had neither courage to repent, nor 
heart to accomplifh his crime. He ftrove, however, to harden 
himfelf* and continued with a trembling hand to aim at the 
fides of the martyr. Fear, fhame, remorfe and refpect for the 
martyr, whofe virtue he wanted courage to imitate, made his 
flrokes forcelefs and unfteady. And fo great was the number 
of the martyr's wounds that they flood in admiration at his in- 
vincible patience. At the fame time they detefted the cruelty, and 
defpifed the bafe cowardice of the murderer, who at laft, aim- 
ing at his neck, after four ftrokes fevered his head from the 
trunk. Neither did he efcape the divine vengeance :• for a 
fhort time after, falling into publick difgrace, he perifhed by 
the fword after tortures, and under the maledictions of the 
people. Such is the treachery of the world towards thofe who 
have facrificed their all in courting it. Though again and 
again deceived by it, they ftill liften to its falfe promifes, and 
continue to ferve this hard matter, till their fall becomes irre- 
trievable. The body of St. Bademus was reproachfully cafl 
out of the city by the infidels : but was fecrctly carried away 
and interred by the chriftians. His difciples were releafed from 
their chains four years afterwards upon the death of king Sapor. 
St. Bademus fuffcred on the tenth of the moon of April, in 
the year 376, of king Sapor the fixty-feventh. 

On the fame DAY 

St, Mechtii.oks, Virgin and Abbcfs. She was daughter of 
fterchtold, count of .Andcchs, and coniin to the cmperour I' rede 
rick Bar bar o/ih , was born at J} idle n in Germany, and from the age 
of live years had her education in the monallery of that place. 
She lived always a llran^er 10 the vice* and vaniries of the world ; 
and from her infancy praciifed obedience with luch chcarfulndV. thai 

fie was always ready to nerfojm every command of her fuperiour. 
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Though often fick, fhe denied herfelf the ufe of flefh-xneat and 
wine, and ftudied to retrench every fuperfluiry. She endeavoured 
to conceal her virtues as induftrioufly as others labour to hide their 
moil heinous fins. She made her religious vows in tha fame houfe, 
and whilfl very young was chofen abbefs. Her monaftery fhe ren- 
dered a perfect fchool of all virtues, and knowing that a ftrict dif* 
eipline and a fteady obfervance of rules are the means by which re- 
ligious perfons are to attain to the fa notification of their fouls in their 
itate, fhe taught all her filters rather to anticipate by diligence every 
monaflick duty, than by coming one moment too late to give figns 
of the lealr. floth in the fervice of their heavenly king. The noble 
monaltery of Ottillteten, fituate between Aufbourg and Ulm, being 
fallen into great remiffnefs, in order to rellore becoming difcipline 
therein Mechtildes was commanded by the bifhops of the country 
to repair thither, and to take upon her the direction of that houfc. 
She urged that it was enough for her to Itand arraigned at the bar 
of Chrift for the neglect of her own vineyard. Hut neither her 
tears nor thofe of her dear fillers could prevail. Jn this new fitua- 
tion fhe laboured to fanctify her own foul, as if fhe had- hitherto 
done nothing towards the fubduing of her body in order thereto : 
and the happy effects of her humble endeavours and iighs for others 
appeared by the perfect regularity and exemplary piety which began 
foon to be evident in that community. None could refift the charms 
of her fweetnefs and example; for her virtue was mild to others, 
though auitere to herfelf. She neither fcrewed up the firings of 
government too high, nor let them drop too low. She did not 
mollify the feverity of the maxims of the gofpel, nor the obliga- 
tions of a religious Hate: but the manner in which fhe inculcated 
them, rendered them light and eafy by the charity with which fhe 
feafoned her commands. She prohibited the inclofure of her houfe 
to fecular vilitants, and by her abhorrence of worldly news and 
difcourfe, banifhed out of her community that dangerous fpirit 
which introduces the world into the folitude of the reel ufe. Her 
bed was a little ilraw, her diet moft aultere and flender, and her 
employment manual labour, prayer and pious reading. For one 
luperflnous word which lhe fpoke to a filler, fhe immediately burfl 
into tears, condemning herfelf on account of an unncceffary breach 
of fxlence ; for which fhe punifhed herfelf with fails and watching 
for fever al days. The perpetual fountains of her tears were nou- 
rithed by the deep compunction of her heart. In the court of the 
cmperoor Frederick, to which fhe happened to be called on account 
of the affairs of her monaltery, lhe obicrved all the rules of her houfe. 
Once when confined to her bed by ficknefs fhe complained to her 
Redeemer, that, like an excommunicated perlbn and altogether un- 
worthy, fhe was excluded from joining her voice with her fillers in 
Jinging his praifes at the midnight office : but he in a vifion allured 
her that he was more glorified by herdefire and obedience to hi;, will 
than by any other facrifice lhe could offer him. Some time be/ore 
her death, which fhe forefaw, fhe returned to her dear monallery of 
Dieflen, in which fhe departed to our Lord on the twenty ninth of 

March, in 12S6. Her name has never been infer ted in the Koman 
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jnartyrology but occurs in feverat particular calendars both on this 
day, and on the twenty-ninth of March. — See her life compiled by 
Engelhard, an abbot who was acquainted with her, in Canifius, 

Lecl. Antiq. 



APRIL ii. 

St. LEO the Great, Pope. 

See the memoirs collected from his vuorhs^ and from the biftorians of 
the age in the lajt edition of the zuorks of this holy doctor. Tille- 
moni) T. 15. p. 141. and Ceiller, T. 14. p. 116. 

A. D. 461. 

ST. Leo, furnamed the Great, was defcended of a noble 
Tufcan family, but born at Rome, as he himfeJf and St. 
Profper affure us(i). The quicknefs of his parts, and the 
maturity of his judgment appeared in the rapid progrefs which 
he made in his ftudies. Having rendered himfelf a great ma- 
iler in the different branches of polite literature, efpecially elo- 
quence, he turned his thoughts entirely to the ftudy of the ho- 
ly fcriptures and theology, to which he made the profane 
fciences only fubfervient. iC God who deftined him to gain 
€i great victories over errour, and to fubjeel human wifdom to 
cc the true faith, had put into his hands the arms of fcience and 
<c truth^' as an ancient council fays. Being made archdeacon 
of the church of Rome, he had the chief dire£tion of the moft 
important affairs under pope Celeftine, as appears from St. 
Profper, a letter of St. Cyril to him, and Caflian's book again!! 
Neftorius. To his penetration and zeal it was owing after- 
wards that Sixtus III. di /covered the dirTimulation of Julian the 
Pelagian, and rcjc£ted his falfe repentance. It happened that 
Actius and Albinus, the two generals of the emperoiir Valen- 
tinian 111. were at variance in Gaul, and no one being fo well 
qualified t<» compufe their differences as the eloquent and vir- 
tuous arch icacon Leo, he was fent upon that important com- 
jniHioi:. During his ab fence Sixtus 111. died in 440, and the 
Roni.ii, clergy (.aft their eyes on him for their pafror, judging 
that lie, who for fan&ity, learning, prudence and eloquence was 
the Jnfi man of his age, was the moft worthy and fit to he 
fraicd in the full chair of the church. The qualifications and 

virtues, which we admire when found fingle in others, were all 

united 

(1) F.p. ?.-. ad Fulcher, c 4, 
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united in him to a very great degree. This juftly railed through- 
out the chriftian world the higheft expectations from his admini- 
ftration ; which yet his great actions far furpafted. He was in- 
vited to Rome by a publick embafly, and expected with impa- 
tience; but it was forty days before he could arrive. The joy 
with which he was received, is not to be exprelTed, and he re- 
ceived the epifcopal confecration on Sunday the twenty-ninth 
of September, in 440. We learn from himfelf what were his 
fentiments at the news of his exaltation. He confidercd a high 
dignity as a place where falls are moll frequent, and always 
moft dangerous , and he cried out (2) : c< Lord, I have heard 
* 6 your voice calling me, and I was afraid : I confidered the 
cc work which was enjoined me, and I trembled. For what 
<c proportion is there between the burden affigned to me and 
" my weaknefs, this elevation and my nothingnefs ? What is 
<c more to be feared than exaltation without merit, theexercife 
of the moft holy functions being entruffed to one who is 
* c buried in fin ? O you who have laid upon me this heavy 
" burden, bear it with me, I conjure you : be you my guide 
<c and my fupport: give me ftrength, you who have called me 
tc to the work ; who have laid this heavy burden on my 
« moulders." 

A heart thus empty of itfelf could not fail to he fupported 
and directed by the divine grace. He was called to the go- 
vernment of the church in the moft difficult times, and he di- 
ligently applied himfelf without delay to cultivate the great 
field committed to his care, and efpecially to pluck up the weeds 
of errours, and to root out the thorns of vices wherever they 
appeared. He" never intermitted to preach to his people with 
great zeal; which he often mentions as the moft indifpenfible 
duty of paftors, and the conftant practice of his predeceflbrs (3). 
Ninety-fix fermons preached by this pope on the principal fe- 
ftivals of the year are ftill extant. He often inculcates in them 
the practice of holy falling and almsdeeds, as good works 
which ought to be joined and fupport each other. We have 
among his works rune fermons on the faft of the tenth month, 
or of Ember-clays in December. He fays, the church has in- 
ftituied thcEmbcr-days in the four fcafons of the year to fancti- 
fy each feafon by a faft (4) : alfo to pay to God a tribute of 
thank (giving for the fruits and other bleflings which we conti- 
nually receive from his bounty (5) : and to arm us conflantly 
again ft the devil. He fets forth the obligation of alms, which, 
is fo great that for this alone God gives riches, and not to be 

F 4 hoarded 
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hoarded up, or Javiflied in fuperfluities : and at the lafl 
day he feems in his fentence chiefly to recompenfe this virtue, 
and to punifh the neglect of it, to fhew us how much alms- 
deeds are the key of heaven, and of all other graces (6). He 
fays, this obligation binds all perfons, though it is not to be 
meafured by what a man has, but by the heart ; for all men 
are bound to have the fame benevolence, and deilre of reliev- 

* — 

ing others (7). That the rich are obliged to leek out the bafh- 
ful poor, who are to be afiifted without being put to the bluih 
in receiving (8). He fhews the institution of Collects or ga- 
therings for the poor to be derived from the apoliles, and ever 
to have been continued in the church for the relief of the in- 
digent (9). He furpafles himfelf in fentiment and eloquence 
whenever he fpeaks of the fweetnefs of the divine love which 
is difplayed to us in the my fiery of the incarnation of the Son 
of God. His 141 epiftles are wholly employed in treating on 
important fubjecls of difcipline and faith, and alone fuffice to 
fhew his paftoral vigilance and immenfe labours in every part 
of the chriftian world, for the advancement of piety. He 
brought many infidels to the faith, and took great delight in 
inftrucfing them himfelf. His fignal victories over the Mani- 
chees, Arians, Apollinarifts, Neftorians, Eutychians, Nova- 
tians and Donatifts are ftanding proofs of his zeal for the pu- 
rity of the faith. Carthage being taken by the Vandals in 
439, a great number of Manichees Hed out of Africa to Rome : 
but there, to efcape the rigour of the imperial laws againft 
their feci:, feigned thernfelves catholicks. They called wine 
the gall of the dragon, produced by the devil or their evil god : 
on which account they always refrained from that Jiquor, which 
they regarded as, of its own nature, unclean. To conceal 
thernfelves they received the holy communion from the catho- 
lick pj'iefts but under one kind alone ; which it was left to 
every one's difcretion then to do. This affectation of the hc- 
reticks palled fome time unobferved, as we learn from St„ 
Leo (10), in the year 443 (a). But he no fooner difcovered 
this iacrilegious abufe, than lie took the utjnofl care to prevent 

the 

(6) Serin 9. (7) Serin. 7. (?.) Serm. 8. (9) 

Scrm. 10. (10} Scrxn. 4. de Quadrag. T. 1. p. 217. 

(a) This pracHce they conti both kind;, : which law fubfiflcd 

nued, till pope Gela/ius, 111496, at Rome as long as the Man j- 

above forty years after St. Leo's cluran hercfy made it neee/Ihry : 

time, effectual ]y to prevent thole • but after that danger was over, 

ffitri/t tgiouj and fupc jiitiotii com- this ordinance of* difcipline ceaied 

jnunioiKs of unworthy hypocrites, by difufc. 
commanded all to receive under 
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the contagion from infecting his flock. He detected ft- vera 1 of 
thefe hereticks, and among them one whom they called their 
bifhop and to manifefl the impiety of this feet, he aflembled 
feveral bilhops and priefts, and the moft illuftrious pcrfons of 
the fenate and empire, and caufed the eleSi of the Manichees, 
that is thofe that were initiated in their myfteries, to be intro- 
duced (11). 1 hey conferred pubiickly many impious tenets, 
fuperftitions and a crime which modefly forbids to be named( 12). 
St. Profper fays their books were burnt ; but many of them re- 
pented, and abjured their herefy. St. Leo in receiving them 
into the church exhorted his people to pray and figh with him 
for them (13)' - Thofe that remained obftinate were banifhed. 
St. Leo about the fame time crufhed Pelagianifm which began 
again to fhew its head about Aquileia (14^- His watchfulnefs 
put a flop to the growing evil both in thofe parts, and in Rome 
itfelf, where St- Profper detected fome remains of the fame Jea- 
ven. For this pope, who was a true judge of merit, and drew 
many /earned men about his perfon, had chofen St. Profper of 
Aquitain his fecretary to write his letters and difpatch the like 
buiinefs. The Prifcillianifr. hereticks reigned almoft uncoil - 
trouled in Spain ; only St. Turibius, bifhop of Aftorga, zea- 
loufly oppofed them. St. Leo wrote to commend his zeal, 
and to awake the attention of the other bifhops of that coun- 
try, whom he ordered to convene a council for the extirpation 
of the fpreading cancer (14). He examined the caufeof Che- 
lidonius. bifhop of Befanzon, depofed by St. Hilary of Aries, 
and reftored him to his fee (15). He transferred the dignity of 
primate from the fee of Aries to that of Vienne in Gaul, which 
Zofimus had formerly adjudged to Aries (16), "Out of re- 
" fpect, as he faid, for the blefled Trophimus (firft bifhop of 
" Arles^ from the fountain of whofe preaching all the Gauls 
4£ had received the ftreams of faith (1 7)." The learned De 

Marca thinks that St. Leo did not deny the juri ("diction of Hi- 
lary 

(11) Ep. i£. p. 456. Scrm. 7. 8. 15. 33. (;iz) Kp. ij. 

Serin. 15. (13) Scrm. 33. Ep. 8. (i/jj lip. 15. 

(ic) Ep. 9. 10. (16) See Baronius ad an. 417. (17) 

Xofunus cp. ad cp. Gal. 



(a) Dr. Lardner, in his Credibi- 
lity of the gofytl^ vol. 9. charges St. 
Leo with falfcly accufing the Ma- 
nichues of abominable practices 
without the leaft colour of rea- 
fbn. He ought to have taken 
notice that though the teftimony 
°t St. Leo is alone fat is factory, 



we mull certainly believe thefe 
hereticks againit thcmiclves, for 
they were pubiickly convict* d of 
thefe crimes, and openly con- 
fefled the fame before the moll 
illultrious pcrfonnges of the 
church and ltate. 
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lary over Befanzon before that time, but he judged Chelido- 
nius not to have been guilty of that which had been laid to his 
charge, adding, <c that the ientence would have flood firm, if 
* c the things objected had been true St. Leo laid dov/n 

this important maxim for the rule of his conduct, never to 
give any decifion, efpecially to the prejudice of another, before 
he had examined into the affair with great caution and exacT:- 
nefs, and molt carefully taken all informations poffible. He 
was very careful in the choice of perfons whom he promoted 
to* holy orders, as his writings £hew ; yet the author of the Spi- 
ritual Meadow relates, that he heard Amos, patriarch of Jeru- 
falem, fay to feveral abbots : " Pray for me. The dreadful 
<c weight of the priefthood affrights me beyond meafure, efpe- 
" cially the charge of conferring orders. I have found it 
<c written, that the blefTed pope Leo, equal to the angels, 
cc watched and prayed forty days at the tomb of St. Peter, beg- 
ec ging through the interceffton of that apoftle to obtain of 
* c God the pardon of his fins. After this term St. Peter in a 
* c vifion faid to him : Your fins are forgiven you by God 
cc except thofe committed by you in conferring holy orders : 

of thefe you ftill remain charged to give a rigorous ac- 
" count (18)." 

Many affairs in the churches of the Eaft furnifhed this great 
pope with much employment, as the intrufion of Baflian into 
the fee of Ephefus (19), &c. But above all the reft the rifing 

he- 

(18) Prat. Spir. c. 149. (19) Cone. T. 4. p. 687. 



(b) A notorious flandercr has 
prefumcd to fatten upon St. Leo 
the cenfurc of haughtinefs and in- 
jultice in this affair : but he cer- 
tainly only betrays his own ma- 
lice, Hilary was prefenl in the 
pope's council at Rome together 
with Chclidonius ; but was not 
able to make good his charge 
againlt him. lie had alfo or- 
dained another bifhop to the fee 
of rVojeclus whilfl he was living, 
who being then lick afterwards 
recovered* This piccipkate ac- 
tion of Hilary was an infraction of 
the canons : nor does his apolo- 
giil, the author of his life, oiler 
any excufe. To fatisfy the cla- 
mour. 1 ; of Chclidonius, iVojcclus, 
ami others, and chiefly by his 
example to enforce the moil Uriel 



obfervation of that important ca- 
non, the neglect of which would 
fill the church on every fide with 
fchifms and confufion, St. Leo 
deprived Hilary of the primacy 
over the province of Vienne for 
the time to come, though he re- 
ilorcd part of it to his fucccflbur. 
See Fabrc Panegyrique & biftoirc tie 
la *ui lie d y Jlrles> 1743. St. Leo 
indeed fee ms to have not been 
acquainted in the beginning with 
the true character of St. Hilary, 
and therefore to have proceeded 
with the greater feverity : but lie 
mewed that his heart was inca- 
pable of rancour by the ample 
teflimony which he gave to the 
fanctity of St. Hilary after his 
death, in a letter to his fuccel- 
i'our Raveanus, ep. 37. . 
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herefy of Eutyches drew his attention on that fide of the 
world. This herefiarch had been condemned by St. Flavian 
•in 448 ; yet by the intrigues of Chryfaphius, a powerful eu- 
nuch, he prevailed with the weak emperour Theodofius II. to 
aflemble a packed council at Ephefus, in which Diofcorus, the 
wicked patriarch of Alexandria, an Eutychian, and general di- 
fturber of chriftian peace, took upon him to prefide. This 
pretended fynod, commonly called the Latrocinale or cabal of 
Ephefus, met on the eighth of Auguft 449, acquitted Eutyches 
and condemned St. Flavian with a degree of malice and vio- 
lence unheard of among barbarians. The legates of Leo who 
were Julius, bifhop of Puozzoli, the ancient Puteoii, Renatus 
a pried, Hilarius a deacon, and Dulcinius a notary, refufed to 
fubfcribe to the unjufr. fentence, and oppofed it with a zeal and 
vigour that was admired by the whole world, fays Theodo- 
ret(2o), Upon the Hrffc advice of thefe proceedings St. Leo 
declared them null and void (21), and at the fame time he 
wrote to St. Flavian to encourage him, and to the emperour 
himfelf, telling him that no facrilegious cabal ever came up to 
the fury of this aflembly (22), and conjuring him in thefe 
words : " Leave to the bifhops the liberty of defending the 
* c faith : no powers or terrours of the world will ever be able 
" to deftroy it. Protect the church and leek to prcferve its 
" peace, if you hope that Chrift mould protect your empire/' 
He adds, that he trembles to fee him draw down the divine ven- 
geance upon his own head : which had the appearance of a 
prediction on account of the various misfortunes which befell 
that prince and his fudden death \ though before the latter event 
his eyes began to be opened. Marcian and St. Pulcheria, 
fucceeding in the empire, vigoroufly fupported the zealous en- 
deavours of the pope. By his authority the general council of 
Chalcedon, confiding of 600 or 630 bifhops, was opened on 
the eighth of October in 451. St. Leo presided by his legates 
Pafchafinus bifhop of Lilyb^eum, Lucentius bifhop of Afcoli, 
and Honiface pried of Rome. In this fynod the memory of 
St. Havian was vindicated; and Diofcorus was convicted of 
having maliciouily fupprefled the letters of St. Leo in the La- 
trocinale of Ephefus, and of having prefutned to excom- 
municate St. Leo, which attempt was made the principal caufe 
of his depofition : for which betides other crime.';, n was :»lfr> 
urged again 11 him, that lie had pretended to hold a general council 
without the authority of the pope, a thing never lawful and never 
done, as was obferved by the pope's legates(?-3). Lor thefe cii: les 

and 

(^o) Thcodoret, ep. 116. (21) Cone. 'J'. 4. p. 47. and St. 

L'o ep. (/..') Kp. - { 1 • (23) See Marea tie con- 

twi Uia Sac,, ft Jjupcrij, J. 3 . c, 5. 
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and excefles he was by the pope's legates and the whole coun •! 
cil declared excommunicated and depofed (24). St. Leo had 
wrote to St. Flavian on the thirteenth of June in 449, a long and 
accurate doctrinal letter, in which he clearly expounded the ca- 
tholick faith concerning the myftery of the incarnation againfl 
the errours both of Neftorius and Eutyches. This excellent) 
Jetter had been fupprefted by Diofcorus, but was read by the 
legates at Chalcedon, and declared by the voice of that general! 
council to be dictated by the Ho]y Ghoff, and to be a rule 1 
throughout the universal church. The great Theodoret having 
read it, blefled God for having preferved his holy faith (25)* 
St. Leo approved all things that had been done in this council 
relating to definitions of faith ; but, being an enemy to innova- 
tions, vigoroufly oppofed the twenty-eighth canon, framed hi 
the abfence of his legates, by which the archbifhop of Con- 
ftantinople was declared a patriarch, and the firft among the 
patriarchs of the Eaft (26). However, the eaftern bifhops who 
ufualJy found accefs to the emperour through the bifhop of 
Conftantinople, allowed him that pre-eminence, which the 
law of cuftom confirmed (27). The fame council declared the 
bifliop of Jerufalem independent of Antioch, and primate of 
the three Paleftines (28). In the fy nodal letter to St. Leo, the 
fathers befeech him to confirm their decrees, faying, 4t he had 
<c prefided over them as the head over its members (29). 

Whilft the eaftern empire was thus diftradled by heretical 
factions, the weftern was harafled by barbarians. The Hunns, 
a favage nation from that part of Scythia which now lies in 
Mufcovy, had pafTed the Palus Maeotis, in 276, and made 
their firft inroads upon the coafts of the Cafpian fea, and as 
far as mount Taurus in the Eaft. Almoft two hundred years 
after this, Attila, the moil powerful and barbarous of all the 
kings of that nation, in 433, had marched firft into the Eaft, 
then fubjecr. to Theodoftus the Younger, and having amaflcd a 
vaft booty in Afia, returned into Pannonia, where he was al- 
ready mafter of a large territory. His next expedition was di- 
rected again ft the weftern part of the empire. His army march- 
ing through Germany, drew along with it additional iupplic 
from all the barbarous nations near which it palled, and 
amounted at length to the number of five hundred, Jornandes 
fays, feven hundred thou/and fighting men ; all ftirrcd tip by 
no other motive than the hope of great fpoils from the plunder 

of 

(24) Cone. T. 4. p. .124. (25) Theodoret, ep. 121. 

(26) St. Leo, ep. &7, (27) See Thomartin Discipline dc 

i'ftgHfe, 1. 1. ch.6. (28) Self. 7. (29) Cone. T 

4- P« *33- 
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<5f the richeft countries of the empire. Entering Gaul, Attila laid 
in ruins Tongres, Triers and Mete. Troyes was fpared by him 
at the intreaty of St. Lupus, and St. Nicaflus preferved Rheims. 
The barbarian had juft taken Orleans by ltorm, when Aecius, 
the Roman general, came up with him, expelled him that city, 
and followed him to the plains of Mauriac or Challons, which 
according to Jornandes were extended in length 100 mPes, and 
feventy in breadth, and feem to have comprifed the whole 
country known fince the fixth century under the name of 
Champagne. Here Attila halted, and when Aetius with the 
Romans, Vifigoths and Burgundians came up, thefe vaft fields 
feemed covered with troops. In a molt bloody battle the Hunns 
were here difcomfited. Attila enraged at this defeat and having 
repaired his lofles of the former year, entered Italy by Panno- 
nia in 453* took and burned Aquileia, and filled the whole 
country with blood and defolation. Some of the inhabi- 
tants, who fled from his arms into the little iflands in the 
fhallow lakes at the head of the Adriatick gulf, there laid the 
foundations of the city of Venice, which we find named by 
Caffiodorus fifty years after this event. Attila facked Milan, 
razed Pavia, and wherever he pafTed laid wafte whole pro- 
vinces. The weak emperour Valentinian III. fhut himfelf up 
in Ravenna, and the Romans in the utmoft terrour expecled 
to fee the barbarian fpeedily before their gates. In this general 
confirmation, St. Leo, at the requeft of the whole city of 
Rome went to meet Attila in hopes of mollifying his rage, and 
averting the danger that threatened his country. Avienus, a 
man of confular dignity, and Trygetius who had been prefect 
of the city, were deputed to accompany him in this embafly. 
They found the haughty tyrant at Ambuleium near Ravenna, 
where the highway paflcs the river Menzo. Contrary to the 
expectation of every one he received the pope with great honour, 
gave him a favourable audience, and through his fuggeftion 
concluded a treaty of peace with the empire on the condition 
of an annual tribute. Baron i us, from a writer of the eighth 
century, relates that Attila faw two venerable perfonages fup~ 
pofed to be the apoftles SS. Peter and Paul Handing on the fide 
of the pope whilff. he fpoke. The king immediately com- 
manded his army to forbear all hoftilities, and foon after re- 
palled the Alps, and retired beyond the Danube into Pannonia, 
hut in his way home was feized with a violent vomiting of 
hlood of which he died in 453. Divilions among his children 
and princes destroyed the empire of the ilunns, from whom 
the Hungarians, Turks and A bares (30) are laid to have de- 
rived 

(30) Jomand, Rer. Goth, c. 42. 40. IVofp. in Chron. ad an. 
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rived their defcent . Thus fell the moft haughty and furious of 
all the barbarian heathen kings, ftyled the terrour of the world> 
and the Scourge of God> whofeinftrument he was in punifhingthe 
fins of chrifHans. It was the glory of St. Leo to have checked 
his fury and protected Rome, when it was in no condition of 
defence. In 455, the friends of Aetius (whofe greatnefs and ar- 
rogance had given the emperour fb much umbrage that he 
caufed him to be aflaflinated) revenged the death of that ge- 
neral by the murder of Valentinian himfelf. His wife Eudoxia 
married by compulfion the tyrant Maximus who had ufurped 
his throne : but not brooking thefe affronts fhe invited Genfe- 
rick the Arian Vandal king from Africa, to come and revenge 
the murder of her hufband. Maximus fled, but was flain by 
Valentinian's fervants on the twelfth of June in the twenty- 
feventh day of his reign, in 455. Three days after Genferick 
arrived and found the gates of Rome open to receive him. St. 
Leo went out to meet htm, and prevailed with him to reftrain 
his troops from llaughter and burning, and to content himfelf 
with the plunder of the city. The example of St. Leo fhews, 
that even in the worft of times, a holy paftor is the greatefl 
comfort and fupport of his Hock. After the departure of the 
Vandals with their captives and an immenfe booty, St. Leo 
fent zealous catholick priefls and alms for the relief of the 
captives in Africa. He repaired the Bafilicks, and replaced the 
rich plate and ornaments of the churches which had been plun- 
dered, though fome part had efcaped by being concealed, es- 
pecially what belonged to the churches of SS. Peter and Paul, 
which Baronius thinks Genferick fpared, and granted to them 
the privilege of fancluaries, as as was done at other times. 
This great pope, for his humility, mildnefs and charity, was 
reverenced and beloved by cmperours, princes, and all ranks 
of people, even infidels and barbarians- He filled the holy fee 
twenty- one years, one month and thirteen days, dying on the 
tenth of November 461. His body was interred in the church 
of St. Peter, and afterwards tranflated to another place in the 
fame church on the eleventh of April ; on which day his name 
is placed in the Roman calendar. A writer who delights in re- 
tailing flander could not refufc this character to St. Leo : " He 
tc was, fays he, without doubt, a man of extraordinary parts, 
tc far fuperiour to all who had governed that church before 
tc him, and fcarce equalled by any fince." 

The writings of this great paitor are the monuments of his 
extraordinary genius and piety. His thoughts are true, bright 
and flrong: and in every fentiment and exprefiiou we find a 
loft i ne Ts which raiies our admiration. By it we are da'/z/leil 

and fiirprUed in every period, and w'hilit we think it ininoUible 
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that the ftyle fhould not fink, we are aftoniftied always to find 
It fwelling in the fame tenour and with equal dignity and 
ftrength. His didtion is pure and elegant; his ftyle concife, 
clear and pleafing. It would fometimes appear turgid in ano- 
ther ; but in him, where it feems to fwell the higheft, a natu- 
ral eafe and delicacy remove all appearance of affectation and 
ftudy, and ihew it to be the pure effort of a furprifing genius 
and lofty natural eloquence. But the drefs with which he 
clothes his thoughts is much lefs to be confidered than the fub- 
jects themfelves of which he treats ; in which the moft con- 
summate piety and fkill in theology equally raife admiration, 
inftrucl: and edify his readers in the 196 fermons, and 141 
doctrinal Jetters which compofe his works. His unwearied 
zeal and unftiaken fteadinefs againft vice and errour, though 
armed with all the power of a world leagued with the devils 
againft the truth, procured the church infinite advantages, and 
victories over the reigning novelties of that age : and his writ- 
ings are an armory againft all fucceeding herefies. He fully 
and clearly explains the whole myftery of the incarnation ; 
he proves (31) againft the Eutychians, that Chrift had a true 
body, hecaufc his body is really received in the holy eucharift. 
He laments as the greateft of fpiritual evils that at Alexandria, 
during the violences exercifed by the Eutychians, the oblation 
of the facrifice, and the benediction of chrifm had been inter- 
rupted (32). — He is very explicit on the fupremacy of St. 
Peter (33), and on that of his fucceflburs (34). — He often re- 
commends himfclf to the prayers of the faints reigning in hea- 
ven (35)* He honours their relicks and feftivals (36). And 
teftines that their churches were adorned with lights (37). He 
calls the faft of Lent an apoftolical tradition ; alfo that of the 
ember-days (38). He adds, that the church retained the faft 
of ember-days in December from the Jewifh practice before 
Chrift. 



On the fame DAY 



St. AntiPas, M. called by Chrift his faithful wit tie fs, Apoz. xi. 
1 He furFered at Pergamus : where his tomb was famed for mi- 
lacles in after-ages. — See Papebroch, p. 4 Tillernont, T. 2. p. 130. 

St. GuTiiiAKii, Hermit, and patron of the abbey of Croyland. 
He was a nobleman, and in his youth ferved in the armies of Ethel- 
icd king of Mercia ; but the grace of God making daily Uronger 

j ni- 



di) Ep. 46. c. 2. p. 260- (32) F.p. 17.5, ad Leon. Iinper. p. 

i37- (33) Scran. 2. p. 52- {3.1) Ep. 80. 94.4- 5. 10. Sec. 

Serin. 96. 83. 1 1 . 4. (36) Ep. 54. Serm. 96. (37) 

-erm. c;6, (38) Senn, 74. 14. Ac. 
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impreffions on his heart, in the twenty-fourth year of 'his age he 
reflected how dangerous a thing it is to the foul to ferve in wan 
which too often have no other motive than the paffions of men and 
the vanities of the world, and re/blved to confecrate the remainder 
of his life totally to the fervice of the King of kings. He palled 
two years in the monaflery of Repandun, lludying to tranfcribe the 
virtues and mortifications of all the brethren into the copy of his 
own life. After this novitiate in the exercifes of an afceticfc life, 
with the confent of his fuperiour, in 699, with two companions, 
he palled in a liflier's boat into the ifle of Croyland on the feftiva! 
of i>t. Bartholomew, whom he chofe for his patron, and by having 
recourfe to his intercelfion he obtained of God many fingular fa- 
vours. Here he fufFered violent temptations and a/faults not unlike 
chofe which St. Athanalius relates of St. Antony : he alfo met 
with fevere interiour trials, bur like wife received frequent extraor- 
dinary favours and confolations from God. Hedda, bifhop cf 
l)orchefter, vifiting him, ordained him prieft. The prince Ethel- 
bald, then an exile, often reforted to him, and the faint foretold 
him the crown of the Mercians, to which he was called after the 
death of king Coelrcd in 719. The faint foreknowing the time of 
his death, fent for his fitter Pcga who lived a recluf'c in another 
part of the fens four leagues off to the Wert. He fickened of a 
fever, and on the feventh day of his illnefs, during which he had 
laid mafs every morning, and on that day by way of Viaticum, he 
fweetly flept in our Lord, on the eleventh of April 714, being 
forty -feven years old, of which he had parTed £ftecn in this ifla»d, 
See his life written by Felix, a cotemporary author, from the rela- 
tion of Bertelin, the companion of the faint's retirement, extant ia 
Henfchenius [a) 



APRIL 12. 
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From his authentic!: aSls contained in a letter y written by the church 
of Got hi a to that of Cappadocia y of which St. Bajil vuas then 
the chief light : and penned in all appearance by St. Jfcholius hi 
Jljop of Tbeffalonica*, at that time fubjeft to the Goths. 

A. D. 372. 

TH E faith of Chrifl creeled its trophies not only over the 
pride and fophiftry of the heathen philofophcrs, and the 
united power of the Roman empire, but alfo over the kings of 

bar- 
fa) Ingolphus, the great and died in 1109, wrote a book On 
learned abbot of Croyland, who the lije and miracles of St. Girth- 
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barbarous infidel nations ; who, though in every other thing the 
contraft of the Romans, and enemies to their name, yet vied 

with 



lake, which is not now extant. 
His accurate hi/lory of the ab- 
bey of Croyland from the year 
664, to 1 09 1, was publifhed by 
Sir Henry Saville, but far more 
complete and correct by Thomas 
Gale in 1684. In it he relates, 
p. 16. that in the year 851, 
Ceolnoth, archbifhop of Can- 
terbury, was miraculoufly cured, 
by having recourfe to the inter- 
ceiTion of St. Guthlake, of a 
pa'fy, after his recovery had been 
defpaired of. This miracle the 
archbi/hop attefted in a council 
of bifhops and noblemen, in 
prefence of king Bertulf : upon 
which occafion all that were 
prefent bound themfelves by oath 
to perform a pilgrimage to the 
Ihrine of the faint at Croyland. 
After this miracle, great num- 
bers feized with the fame di- 
ftcmpcr recovered their health, 
by reforting thither from all 
parts of the kingdom to im- 
plore the divine fuccour through 
the interccflion of his fcrvant. 
Kthelbald coming to the crown 
had founded there a monajtery. 
lie had caufed great Hakes and 
piles of oak to be driven into 
the ground in this fvvampy place, 
and the quagmire to be filled 
up with earth brought from the 
country called Upland, eight 
miles dirt ant. This foundation 
being laid, he e reeled a church 
ol ilone with a fumptuous mo- 
naflery. This building was ut- 
terly deflroyed by the Danes in 
870 ; of all the monks and do- 
inefticks only one boy cfcaping 
to give the world an account of 
thiii ma/lacre and devaluation. 

Some few monks Rill chofc their 
Vol. II, 



refidence there among the ruins, 
till Turketil, the pious chancel- 
lour to king Edred, in 946, re- 
built the abbey. This great 
man was coufin-german to three 
brothers who were all fuccef- 
lively kings, Athelftan, Edmund 
and Edred, being fon of Ethel- 
ward, younger brother to their 
father Edward the Elder. To 
all thefe three kings he had been 
chief minifter at home, and ge- 
neraliflimo in all their wars 
abroad, and had often van- 
quished the Danes and other 
enemies. When Analaph had 
rebelled and ufurped the king- 
dom of Northumberland, with 
a numerous army of Danes* 
Norvegians, Scots, Picls, and 
Cumbrians, mollly idolaters, and 
put king Athenian to flight at 
Brunford in Northumberland, 
Turketil refcued him out of 
danger by defeating the enemy 
with his Londoners and Mer- 
cians, and kjlling Conftantinc 
king of the Scots. The em- 
perour Henry, Hugh king of 
France, and Lewis prince of 
Aquitain fent embafladours with 
letters of congratulation for this 
victory, and rich prefents of 
fpiccs, jewels, horfes, gold vcf- 
fcls, a part of the true crofs 
and of the crown of thorns in 
rich cafes, the Iword of Con- 
ltantinc the Great, in the hilt of 
which was one of the nails with, 
which Chrift vva3 crucified, &c 
Turketil was afterwards fent by 
king Athelllan to conducl his 
four royal fillers to their nuptials ; 
the two firli to Cologne, to the 
emperour Henry, where one 
married his fon Otho, the other 
G one 
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with them in the rage with which they fought, by every hu- 
man ftratagem, and every invention of cruelty, to deprefs the 
crofs of Chrift : by which the finger of God was more vifible 
in the propagation of his faith. Even among the Goths his 
name was glorified by the blood of martyrs. Athanarick 3 Icing 
of the Goths (a), in the year 370, according to St. Jerom, 
raifed a violent persecution againft the chriftians among them. 
The Greeks commemorate fifty- one martyrs who fuffered in 

that nation. The two moft illuftrious are SS. Nicetas and 



Sab 



as. 



one of his princes : the third he 
accompanied to king Hugh 
whofe ion fhe married ; and the 
fourth was given in marriage to 
Lewis prince of Aquitain. The 
chancellor way enriched by thefe 
princes with many precious re- 
licks and other prefcnts ,• all 
which he afterwards beitowed 
on the abbey of Croyland. Hav- 
ing long ferved his country, and 
fubdued all its enemies, he ear- 
jieftly begged of king Edred 
leave to reiign his honours. The 
king ftartled at the propofal 
threw himfelf at his feet, in- 
treating him not to forfake him. 
Turketil feeing his fovcreign at 
his feet, cafl himfelf on the 
ground, and only rofe to lift up 
the king: but adjuring him by 
the apoitle St. Paul, (to whom 
the religious prince bore a fi ngu- 
lar devotion) he at length ex- 
torted his confent. Immediately 
he difpatched a crier to proclai 
through all the ilreets of Lon- 
don, that whoever had any 
demands upon Turketil he 
ihould repair to him on a day, 
and at a place by him aihgned, 
and he mould be paid : and 
that, if any one thought he 
had ever been injured by him, 
upon his complaint he ihould 
receive lull fati.sinOion for all 
damages, and threefold over and 
above. This he amply exe- 
cuted: then made over iixty of 



his manors to the king, and fix 
to the monaftery of Croyland. 
Being accompanied thither by 
the king, he there took the mo- 
naftick habit, and was made ab- 
bot in 948. Hereftorcd the houfe 
to the greateft fplendour, and 
having ferved God in it twenty- 
(even years d ; ed of a fever in 
97 ^, in the fixty-eighth year of 
his age It was his ufual faying 
which he often repeated to his 
monks : " Preferve well the fire 
" of your charity and the fer- 
<e vour of your devotion." Croy- 
land, pronounced Crouland, fig- 
nifies a defert fenny land. The 
monks with incredible induflry 
rendered it fruitful, joined the 
ifland to the continent, and raifed 
feveral itupendous works about 
it. 

(a) That bar barous people, which 
fwarmed originally from Goth- 
land in Sweden, paflcd firit into 
Pom crania where Tacitus places 
them ; thence to the borders of 
the Palus Mceotis, where Cara- 
calla checked their inroads by a 
victory over them in 215. Vet 
they extended themfclven along 
the Danube, and into Thrace 
and Greece, and by their furious 
incur/ions were to the Roman 
empire the moil troublcfonie 
fwartn of the whole northern 
hive, till they overthrew the em- 
pire of the Weil, creeling on iu 
ruins the kingdoms of the Oitro- 
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S.tbas. This latter was by birth a Goth, converted to the 
faith in his youth, and a faithful imitator of the obedience;, 
mildnefs, humility and other virtues of the apoftles. He was 
affable to all men, yet with dignity ; a lover of truth, an ene- 
my to all diflirnulation or difguife, intrepid, modeft, of few 
words, and a lover of peace : yet zealous and active. To 
fing the divine praifes in the church, and to adorn the altars 
was his great delight. He was fo fcrupuloufly chafre, that he 
fhunned all converfation with women except what was indif- 

G 2 penfible. 



goths or eaflern Goths in Italy, 
and of the Vifigoths or weftcrn 
Goths in the fouthern parts of 
France and in Spain. The Goths 
began to receive the light of the 
iaith about the reign of Vale- 
rian, from certain priefts and 
other captives, whom in their 
inroads they had carried av/ay 
out of Galatia and Cappadocia, 
and who by healing their lick 
and preaching the gofpel con- 
verted feveral among them, as 
Sozomen (b. 2. c. 6.) and Phi- 
loflorgius (b. 2. c. q.) relate. 
Hence St.Bafil (cp. 33S. p. 330.) 
fays, that the feeds of the gof- 
pel among the Goths were 
brought from Cappadocia by the 
bleffed Eutychius, a man of emi- 
nent virtue, who, by the power 
of the Holy Ghoft and his gifts, 
had foftencd the hearts of thofe 
barbarians. St. Cyril of Jcm- 

faiem (Cat. 16. n. z?-.) in 343, 
mentions the Goths and Sarmati- 
nns among the chriitians who had 
bifhops, prieils, monks, holy vir- 
gins and martyrs. In the council 
of Nice among the fubferiptions 
we find that of Theophilus bifhop 
of Gothia. Ulphilas fucceeded 
Mheophilus, and alter his ex.- 

unple, adhered to the council 
of Nice and the catholick faith, 
as Socrates (b. 2. c. 42.) and 
^o/.ouicn (b. 6. c. 3*/ ) exprefly 

'•I linn, *' which wa.-» the faith oi* 
'* hi'; ancelloi'i," lays Theodo- 



ret (b. 4. c. 33.) He taught 
the Goths to write, invented 
their alphabet, and tranflated 
the bible into their language. In. 
the year 374, St. Bafil (ep. 164. 
p. 254 ) null commended the 
faith of the Goths. But Ul- 
philas being fent to Conftanti- 
nople in 376, to beg of the em- 
perour Valens certain lands in 
Thrace, was gained over by 
Eudoxius and other crafty Arians,* 
to embrace their here fy, and 
pervert the faith of his country- 
men, as Sozomen (b. 6. c. 37 ) 
and Theodoret, (b. A. c. 33.) 
tciiify. Athanarick, king of the 
Thervingian Goths who border- 
ed on the empire, raifed a bloody 
perfecution again ft the chriftians 
in 370. Fritigernes, king of the 
Weftcrn Goths, was at war 
with Athanarick, and beinnj the 
weaker, in order to engage the 
cmperour Valens to ihecour him y 
embraced the chrifljan religion 
and the Arian hcrefy at the lame 
time by the means of Ulphilas. 
Jiut the church under the pcrfc - 
etitor Athanarick remained yet. 
untainted ; and both the Latin' 
and Greek chinch has always 
venerated the martyrs that dif- 
fered under him. Moreover the 
aiH. of St. Sahas were addre/fed to 
the churches oi Cappadocia. 
of which St. Hafil was the 
metropolitan : and fcem drawn urr' 

bv St. AfcholiuSs bifhop of Thel- 

frdo* »<:;*■ 
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penfible. He often fpent whole days and nights in prayer, and 
devoted his whole life to the exercifes of penance : flying vain 
glory, and by words and example inducing others to a Jove of 
virtue, he burned with an ardent defire, in all things, to glo- 
rify Jefus Chrift. The princes and magi Urates of Goth i a be- 
gan, in 370, to perfecute the chriftians by compelling them to 
eat meats which had been facrifkxd to ldoh 9 out of a iuperfti- 
tious motive aj if they were fan<5'ificd. Some heathens who 
had chriftian relations, defiring to Uve them, prevailed upon 
the king's officers to prefent them cummin meats which had 
not been offered to the idols. Sabas condemned • !;""■ »mpious 
collufion, and not only refufed to eat fuch me^t:^ hut oixfled 
aloud that whoever fhould eat them would he n > longer 
a chriflian, having by that fcandalous compliant'.; renounced 
his faith. Thus he hindered many from falling into that /hare 
of the devil, but difpleafed others who banifhed him from his 
town, though they fome time after recalled him home. The 
next year the perfecution was renewed, and a commiffary of the 
Icing arrived at St. Sabas's town in fearch of chriftians. Some 
of the inhabitants offered to fvvear on the victims that there 
were no chriftians in the place. Sabas appeared, and ftepping 
up to thofe who were going to take that oath, faid : cc Let no 
" man fvvear for me : for I am a chriftian." Notwithftanding 
this, the commiffary ordered the oath to be tendered. There- 
fore the principal men of the city hid the other chriftians, and 
then fwore there was but one chriftian in their town- The 
commiffary commanded that he fhould appear. Sabas boldly 
prefentcd himfelf. The commiffary afked the by-ftandcrs what 
wealth lie had : and being told he had nothing befides the 
clothes en his back, the commiffary defpifed him, faying : 
Such a fellow can do us neither good nor harm." 

The 



lalonica, a prelate clofely linked 
with St. Athanafius, as St. Bafil 
allures us (ep. 154. p. 243.) who 
alfo praifed Sr. Afcholius (ep. 
164. p. 254.) for propagating the 
faith among barbarous nations, 
tvhilfl: chriitian princes fought by 
A ri aiii^in to dellroy ic. lie aJfo 
fays, that one coming from thofe 
party preached up again ft the 
A nans the purity of the faith pro- 
felled there, (ep. 164 p. 254.) 
St. Am broic extols their iaith and 
/cal again if Aiiauihu, together 



with their martyrdom (in c. 2. 
Luca:. p. 1294.) So does Theo- 

doret (hill. b. 4. c. zS. 30. 
33.) St. Auflin fays, that the 
king of the Goths per/ecu ted 
die chriftians with wonderful 
cruelty, when there were none 
but cat bolters in Gochia. (de civ. 
Dei, J. 18.0.53.) This remark 
ieemed ncceilary to correct themi- 
llake of certain modern Kngliflt 
writers, wJio preiend that the 

Goths embraced clirillianity and 
Arianifm at the fame time. 
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The perfecution was renewed with much greater fury in 
372, before Eafter. Sabas considered how he could celebrate 
that iblemnity, and for this purpofe fet out to go to a prieft 
named Gouttica in another city. Being on the road, he was 
admoniihed by God to return, and keep the feftival with the 
prieft Sanfala. He did So, and on the third night after, Atha- 
ridus, fon of one that enjoyed a petty Sovereignty in that 
country, entered the town, and with an armed troop Suddenly 
broke into the lodgings of Sanfala, furprifed him afleep, bound 
him, and threw him on a cart. They pulled Sabas out of bed 
without Suffering him to put on his clothes, and dragged him 
naked as he was over thorns and briars, forcing him along with 
whips and Slaves. When it was day, Sabas faid to his persecu- 
tors : * c Have not you dragged me quite naked over rough and 
<c thorny grounds ? ObServe whether my feet are wounded, or 
<c whether the blows you gave me have made any impreffion 
<c on my body and indeed they could not perceive any the 
leaft marks. The perfecutors being enraged, for want of a 
rack took the axle-tree of a cart, laid it upon his neck, and 
Stretching out his hands faftened them to each end. They 
faftened another in like manner to his feet, and in this Situation 
they tormented him a confiderable part of the following night. 
When they were gone to reft, the woman of the houSe in which 
they lodged untied him : but he would not make his efcape, 
and fpent the remainder of that night in helping the woman 
to drefs victuals for the family. The next clay Atharidus com- 
manded his hands to be tied, and caufed him to be hung upon a 
beam of the houfe, and Soon after ordered his Servants to carry 
him and the pried certain meats that had been offered to idols, 
which they refufed to eat, and Sabas faid : cc This pernicious 
4t meat is impure and profane, as is Atharidus himfclf who 
" fent it." One of the Haves of Atharidus, incenfed at thefe 
words, (truck the point of his javelin againSt. the faint's breaft 
with fuch violence, that all prefent believed he had been killed. 
But St. Sabas faid : " Do you think you have flain me ? 
46 Know, that 1 felt no more pain than if the javelin had been 
ci a Jock of wool." Atharidus, being informed of thefc par- 
ticulars, gave orders that he fliould be put to death. Where- 
fore having difmilled the prieft Sanfala his companion, they car- 
ried away St. Sabas in order to throw him into the Mufams (/»). 
The martyr, Silled with joy in the holy Ghoft, bleffed and 
praiSed God without coaling Sor thinking him wotthy to Suffer 
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(b) A river in Walaehia now called Muflbvo, which Sails into 
the Danube a little below Rebnik, 
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for his fake. Being come to the river fide, the officers faid to 
one another : " Why don't we let this man go ? He is inno- 
** cent and Atharidus will never know any thing of the mat- 
<€ ten" St. Sabas overhearing them, afked them why they 
trifled, and were fo dilatory in obeying their orders ? 46 I fee 
faid he, what you cant : I fee perfons on the other fide of 
Ci the river ready to receive my foul, and conduct it to the 
Ci feats of glory : they only wait the moment in which it will 
* c leave my body." Hereupon they threw him into the river, 
praifing God to the Jail $ and by the means of the axle-tree 
they had faflcned about his neck they ftrangled him in the wa- 
ter- He therefore, fufFered martyrdom fay the acts, by water 
and wood* the fymbols of baptifm and the crofs ; which hap- 
pened on the twelfth of April, Valentinian and Valens being 
emperours, in 372. After this, the executioners drew his body 
out of the water, and left it unburied : but the chriftians of 
the place guarded it from birds and beafts of prey. Junius 
Soranus duke of Scythia, a man who feared God, carried off 
the body, which he fent into his own country, Cappadocia. 
With thefe relicks was fent a letter from the church of Gothia 
to that of Cappadocia, which contains an account of the mar- 
tyrdom of St. Sabas, and concludes thus : " Wherefore offering 
<c up the holy facrifice on the day whereon the martyr was 
6C crowned, impart this to our brethren, that the Lord may be 
<c praifed throughout the catholick and apoltolick church for 
cc thus glorifying his fervants." Thus the acts, which were 
fent to the church of Cappadocia together with the relicks of 
St. Sabas (c). Both the Greek and Latin martyrologics men- 
tion this martyr. 

On the fame DAY 

St. Julius, Tope, C. He was a Reman, and chofen pope in 
337. The Arian biihops in the Kail lent to hun three deputies 
to accufe St. Athanafms, the zealous patriarch of Alexandria. 
Thefe information*,, as the order of jullicc required, Julius im- 
parted to Athana litis, who thereupon fent his deputies to Rome ; 

when., 



(c) It is fuppofed that tin's let- 
ter was penned by St. Alcholius 
biihop of Thcfiliioiiica, the capi- 
tal ot 'Macedonia : for St. Ilalil 
(ep. 164. n. ?.S.{.) wiii :'n»' to St. 
Alcholius thanks him inv ins at 
count of the perfecuiion, and ol 
t ho inaiiyr'fi triumph by water 
and '1 vt at L And a^aiu (cp. 1 65. 



j). 2i;6.) thanks him for ihe body 
of the martyr lie had fent him, 
probably by the comniilion oi 
Juke Soranus, a relation of St. 
ikihl, who had wrote to him 
(ep. jtjr;. p. ed Hen.) bej > • 

j^int*' him to enrich Ids country 
with the relicks of fome martyrs 
in that periecutiou. 



f. 
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when, upon an impartial hearing, the advocates of the hereticks 
were confounded and iilenced upon every article of their accufa- 
tion. The Arians then demanded a council, and the pope affem- 
bled one in Rome, in 341, at which appeared St. Athanafius, 
Marcellus of Ancyra and other orthodox prelates, who in treat- 
ed the pope, that he would cite their adverfaries to appear. 
Julius accordingly fent them an order to repair to Rome within a 
limited time. They, inftead of obeying, held a pretended council 
at Antioch in 341, in which they prefumed to appoint one Gregory, 
an impious Arian, bifliop of Alexandria, detained the pope's le- 
gates beyond the time mentioned for their appearance ; and then 
wrote to his Holinefs, alleging a pretended impc ilibility of their ap- 
pearing, on account of the Perfian war and other impediments. 
J he pope eafily law through thefe pretences, and in a council at 
Rome examined the caufe of St. Athanafius, declared him innocent 
of the things laid to his charge by the Arians, and confirmed him 
in his fee. He alfo acquitted Marcellus of Ancyra upon his ortho- 
dox profeffion of faith. *' Julius, by virtue of the prerogative of his 
** fee, fent the bifhops into the Eaft, with letters full of vigour, 
** reftoring to each of them his fee, fays Socrates (1). For, be- 
" caufe the care of all belonged to him by the dignity of his fee, 
ct he reftored to every one his church," as Sozomen writes (2). He 
drew up and fent by count Gabian, to the Oriental Eufebian bifhops 
who had firft demanded a council, and then refufed to appear in it, an 
excellent letter, which Tillemont calls one of the fineil monuments 
of ecclefiaftical antiquity. In it we admire an extraordinary genius, 
and folid judgment, but far more an apoftolick vigour and refolu- 
tion tempered with charity and meeknefs. tf If, fays he, they 
(Athanafius and Marcellus) had been guilty, ye fhould have 
written tons all, that judgment might have been given by, all : 
for they were bilhops and churches that fuffered, and thefe not 
common churches but the fame that the apoftles thcmfelves had 
governed. Why did they not write to us efpccially concerning 
4< the church of Alexandria ? Are you ignorant that it is the cu- 
<e Horn to write to us immediately, and that the decifion ought to 
ic come from hence ? In cafe therefore that the bifhop of that fee 
lay under any fufpicions, ye ought to have written to our church. 
But now, without having fent us any information on the fubjccT, 
and having HCted juft as ye thought proper, ye require of us 
to approve your meafures without fending us any account of the 
reafons of your proceedings. Thefe are not the ordinances of Paul, 
this is not the tradition -of our fathers, this is an unprecedented 
fort of conduct. ... 1 declare to you what we have learned from 
the blotted apoltle Peter, and 1 believe ic fo well known to every 
body, that 1 lhould not have mentioned it, had not this happen- 
ed. " Finding the Eufebians Hill obllinate he moved Conllans. 
cmperour of the Well, to demand the concurrence of his brother 
Uorillantius in the aflembling of a genera), council at Sardiea in 11- 
lyricum. This was opened in May 347, and was a general (ynod, 
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(1) Socr. b. 2. c. 15 



(z) Soz. b. 3. c. 7, 



88 S. ZENO, M. April 12; 

as Baronius and Natalis Alexander demonftrate ; but is joined as an 
appendix to the council of Nice, becaufe it only confirmed its de- 
crees of faith. This council declared Sc. Athanafius and Marcellus 
of Ancyra orthodox and innocent, depofed certain Arian bifhops, 
and framed twenty-one canons of difcipline. The firft of thefe for- 
bids the tranflation of bifhops ; for if frequently made, it opens a door 
to let ambition, and covetoufnefs into the fan&uary, of which Eufe- 
bius of Nicomedia was afcandalous inftance. The third, fourth and 
feventh agree, that any bifhop depofed by a fynod in his province 
has a right to appeal to the bifhop of Rome. St. Julius fat fifteen 
years, two months, and fix days, dying on the twelfth of April 

St. Zeno, bifhop of Verona, M, This holy prelate is fly led a 
martyr by St. Gregory the Great (i), and in the martyrologies. 
ISaronius thinks he fuffered torments for the faith under Gallien, but 
furvived them, and died in peace : which opinion is grounded on 
certain modern chronicles and manufcripts. JBut Onuphrius, in his 
exact, hiftory of the bifhops of Verona, mentions but one of this 
name, a father of the church in the fourth age, the predeceffour of 
Syagrius in that fee, to whom St. Ambrofe, in a letter (2) much ex- 
tols his fanctity. He lived in the days of Conflantius and Valens, 
the Arian perfecutors, and might deferve the title of martyr by 
fharing with other zealous paftors in the perfecution carried on by 
thofe hereticks. Hence Onuphrius, Ceiller and others, think the 
martyr and the father of the church to have been the fame perfon. 
He is chiefly known to us by his fufferings for the faith. Perfec- 
tions and humiliations forChriftare not a chaitifement, butarecom- 
penfe, and the portion of his molt faithful fervants. Happy are 
*hey that know their value, and bear them at leaf! with patience 
and refignation ; but more happy they, who with the martyrs and 
other faints, fufFer them with a holy joy and exultation. The body 
of St. Zeno refted in a chapel on the banks of the Adige, at Vero- 
na, till in the days of king Pepin it was tranflated into a great 
church, in the fame city, which bears his name. St. Gregory relates 
a prodigy concerning thefe rclicks, which had as many witnefTes as 
there were inhabitants in Verona. The waters of the river Adige, 
which Hows from the mountains with excetfive rapidity, threatened 
to drovy/n the city. Many took melter from the flood in the oratay 
of their holy patron ; and remained there in prayer almolfc twenty- 
four hours, till the waters fubfided within the banks of the channel. 
Though they fwelled as high as the windows, they flood like a firm 
wall, as when the Jfraelitcs pailed the Jordan, and not a drop en- 
tered the church (//). 

APRI L 

(1) Dial. I. 3. c. 10. (?.) St. Ambrofe, ep. 46*. 



(n) We have under the name 
of St 2£eno tzy (hurt icnnonn. 
They were found in a maim ■ 
fcript which Jfiucjnar, in th'j 



ninth rontnrv, rave to the abbey 
of St.Reniigius : hut only Ionic H 
the m il can pnflihly he the work 
of this 6't. Zeno : let niuvy oi 
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St. HERMENEGIL D, Martyr. 

From St. Gregory the Great , dial, b, 3. c, 31. St. Gregory of 
Tours, hift* b. 5. c. 39. #W b. 9. 16. Mariana ? bi/t. b. 

C. 12. 
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LEviGliD, or Leovigild the Goth, king of Spain, had two 
fons by his firft wife Theodoila, namely, Hermenegild and 
Recared. Thefe he educated in the Arian herefy, which he him- 
felf profefTed, but married Hermenegild the elded to Ingondes 
a zealous catholick, and daughter to Sigcbcrt king of Auftra- 
fia in France. The grandees had hitherto difpofed of their 
crown by election, but Lcvigild, to fecure it to his pofterity, 
alTociated his two fons with him in his fovereignty, and allot- 
ted to each a portion of his dominions to inure them to go- 
vernment, and Seville fell to the Jot of the el deft. Jngondes 
had much to fuffcr from'Gofvint, a bigoted Arian, whom Lc- 
vigild had married after the death of Theodofia : but in Ipight of 
all her cruel treatment fhe adhered ffrictly to the catholick faith. 
And fuch was the force of her example, and of the inftrudtions 
and exhortations of St. Leander, bifhop of Seville, that the 
prince became a convert ; and taking the opportunity of his 
lather's abfencc, abjured his herefy, and was received into the 
church by the impo/ition of hands, and the unction of chrifm 
<m the forehead. Lcvigild, who was already exafperated 
again ft his fon upon the fir ft appearance of his change, being 
now informed of his open profeiJion of the catholick faith, in 
a tranfport of rage di veiled him of the title of king, and jc- 
folvcd to deprive him of his pofleflions, his princc/s, and even 
iiis life, unJefs lie returned to his former fentimcnts. ifcrme- 
ntgild, looking upon himfelf as a Ibvereign prince, refolved to 
Hand upon his defence^ and was fuppurted by all the catholicks 
in Spain i but they v/ere by much too weak to deiend him 
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againft the Arians. The piince therefore fent St. Leandcr to 
Conftantinople to folicit the emperour Tiberius for fuccours, 
But he dying foon after, and his fuccefTour Maurice being ob- 
liged to employ all his forces to defend his own dominions 
againft the PerHans who had made many irruptions into the 
imperial territories, no fuccours were to be obtained. Hermene- 
gild implored next the afliftance of the Roman generals who were 
with a fmall army in that part of Spain, on the coaft of the Medi. 
terranean, of which tlv- empire of Conftantinople ft ill retained 
poilefTion. They engaged themfelvcs by oath to protect him, 
and received his wife Ingondes and infant fon for ho/rages ; but 
being corrupted by Levigild's mone) 7, they bafely betrayed him, 
Levigild heid his ion beheged in Seville above a year, till Herme- 
negiki, no longer able to defend himfelf in his capital, fled fe- 
cretly to join the Roman camp ; but being informed of their 
treachery he went to Cordova, and thence to OfTeto, a very 
flrong place, in which there was a church held in particular ve- 
neration over all Spain. He fhut himfelf up in this fortrefs 
with three hundred chofen men; but the place was taken and 
burnt by Levigild. The prince fought a refuge in a church 
at the fuot of the altar; and the Arian king not prefuming to 
violate that facred place, permitted his fecond fon Recared, 
then m. Arian, to go to him, and to promife him pardon, in 
cafe he fubmitted himfelf and afked forgivenefs. Hermene- 
gild believed his father fin cere, and going out threw himfelf at 
his feet. Lcvigild embraced him and renewed his fair pro- 
mifes with a thoufand carefles, till he had got him into his own 
camp. He then ordered him to be ftripped of his royal robes, 
loaded with chains, and conducted prifbner to the tower of Se- 
ville in 586. 

There he again employed all manner of threats and promifes 
to draw him back to his hcrcfy and hoping to overcome hia 
conftancy, caufed him to be confined in a mo ft frightful dungeon 
and treated with all forts of cruelty. The martyr repeated al- 
ways what he had before wrote to his father : " I confefs your 
<c goodnefs to me has been extreme. I will preferve to my 
€i dying breath the refpeel, duty and tendernefs which I owe 
<c you i but is it pofiible that you fliould delire me to prefer 
cc worldly greatnefs to my falvation - ? I value the crown an 
* c nothing; 1 am »eady to lofe fceptrc and life too, rather 
* c than abandon the divine truth." The prifon was to him a 
fchool of virtue. He clothed himfelf in lack-cloth, and added 
other voluntary auilerities to the hardfhips of his confinement, 
and with fervent prayers begged of God to vouchfafe him the 
flrength and afliftance which was ncccflary to fupport him in his 

combat for the truth. The folcmnity of E alter being coitus 

the 
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the perfidious father fent to him an Arian bifhop in the night, 
offering to take him into favour if he received the communion 
from the hand of that prelate, but Hermenegild rejected the 
propofal with indignation, reproaching the meflenger with the 
impiety of his feet, as if he had been at full liberty. The bi- 
fhop returning to the Arian king with this account, the furious 
father feeing the fdith of his fon proof againft all his endea- 
vours to pervert him, fent foldiers out of hand to difpatch him. 
Thev entered the prifon, and found the faint fearlefs and ready 
to receive the ftroke of death, which they inftantly inflicted on 
him, cleaving his head with an axe, whereby his brains were 
fcattered on the floor. St. Gregory the Great attributes to the 
merits of this martyr the converlion of his brother king Re- 
cared, and of the whole kingdom of the Vifigoths in Spain. 
Levigild was flung with remorfe for his crime, and though by 
God's fecret, but juft judgment he was not himfelf converted, 
ct on his death- bed he recommended his fon Recared to St. 




eander, defiring him to inftrudr, him in the fame manner as 
he had done his brother Hermenegild, that is, to make him a 
catholick. This faint received the crown of martyrdom on 
Eafter-Eve, the thirteenth of April. His bedy remains at 
Seville. St. Gregory of Tours obferves, that v/hatever guilt 
this holy king and martyr incurred by taking up arms 
again ft his father, this at leaft was expiated by his hcroick 
virtue and death. 



APRIL 14. 

St. JUSTIN the Philofophcr, Martyr. 

From the life of the faint, compiled fro?n bis writings by Dow Ma- 
rand, the learned a?id judicious editor of St. fujlin's -works in 
1742. Slljb from Tat ion , Eufebius and the original fjort atts 

of JAs martyrdom in Rmnaru 

A. D. 167. 

Q T. Justin was born at Neapolis, now N;iplofa, the ancient 
Sichcm and formerly the capital of the province of Sa- 
niaiia. Vefpafian having endowed its inhabitants with the pri- 
vileges belonging to Roman citizens gave it the name of Ma- 
VKl * His fon Titus fent thither a colony of G reeky, among 

whom 
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whom were the father and grandfather of our faint. His father, 
a heathen (a) 9 brought him up in the errours and fuperfhtions 
of paganifm, but at the fame time did not neglect to cultivate 
his mind by feveral branches of human literature. St. Juftin ac- 
cordingly informs us (r) that he fpent his youth in reading the 
poets* orators and hiftorians. Having gone through the ufual 
courfe of thefe ftudies he gave himfeif up to that of philofo- 
phy in queft of truth, an ardent love of which was his predo- 
minant paffion. He addrefled himfeif firft to a matter who 
was a Stoick ; and after having ftaid fome time with him, fee- 
ing he could learn nothing of him concerning God, he left 
him, and went to a Peripatetick, a very fubtle man in his own 
conceit : but Juftin being defired the fecond day after admif- 
ilon to fix his matter's falary, that he might know what he was 
to be allowed for his pains in teaching him, he left him alfo, 
concluding that he was no philofopher. He then tried a Pythago- 
rean who had a great reputation, and who boafted much of his 
wifdom 5 but he required of his fcholar as a neceflary preliminary 
to his admiftlon, that he fhould have learned mufick, aftronomy 
and geometry. Juftin could not bear fuch delays in the fearch 
of God, and preferred the fchool of an Academick, under 
whom he made great progrefs in the Platonick philofophy, 
and vainly flattered himfeif with the hope of arriving in a fliort 
time at the fight of God, which the Platonick philofophy 
feemed to have had chiefly in view. Walking one day by the 
fea-fule for the advantage of a greater freedom from noife and 
tumult, he faw, as he turned about, an old man who followed 
hiin pretty clofe. His appearance was majeftick, and had a great 
mixture in it of mildnefs and gravity. Juftin looking on him 
very attentively, the man afked him if he knew him. Juftin 
anfwercd in the negative. ct Why then, faid he, do you look fo 
ftcdfaftiy upon me ?" Juftin replied : cc It is the effect of 
my furprife to meet any human creature in this remote and 
fblitary place." " What brought me hither, faid that old 
man, was my concern for fome of my friends. They arc 
cc gone a journey, and I am come hither to look out for 
tc them They then fell into a long difcourfc concerning 

the 

( i ) .Dial, in initio. 
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the excellency of philofophy in genera), and of the Platonick 
in particular which Juftin averted to be the only true way to 
bappinefs, and of knowing and feeing God. This the grave 
perfon refuted at large, and at length by the force of his argu- 
ments convinced him that thofe philofophers, whom he had the 
o-reateft efleem for, Plato and Pythagoras, had been miftaken in 
their principles, and had not a thorough knowledge of God 
and of the foul of man, nor could they in confequence com- 
municate it to others. This drew from him the important 
query, who were the likelieft perfons to fet him in the right 
way ? The ftranger anfwered, That long before the exiftence 
of thefe reputed philofophers there were certain blefled men, 
lovers of God and divinely infpired, called prophets, on ac- 
count of their foretelling things which have fince come to pafs ; 
whofe books, yet extant, contain many folid inftru&ions about 
the firft caufe and end of all things, and many other parti- 
culars becoming a philofopher to know. That their miracles, 
and their predictions had procured them fuch credit, that they 
dlablifhed truth by authority, and not by difputes and elaborate 
demonstrations of human reafon, of which few men are capa- 
ble. That they inculcated the belief of one only God, the 
Father and author of all things, and of his fon Jefus Chrift, 
whom he had fent into the world. He concluded his difcourfe 
with this advice: c * As for thyfelf, above all things, pray that 
*' the gates of life may be opened unto thee : for thefe are not 
* c things to be difcerned unlefs God and Chrift grant to a man 
" the knowledge of them." After thefe words he departed and 
Juftin faw him no more : but his converfation left a deep im- 
preilion on the young philofbpher's foul, and kindled there an 
ardent affection for thefe true philofophers, the prophets. And 
upon a further enquiry into the credibility of the chriftian religi- 
on, he embraced it ihon after. What had alfono Cm all weight in 
pcrfuading him of the truth of the chriftian faith, was the in- 
nocence and true virtue of its profeflbrs ; feeing with what 
courage and conftancy, rather than to betray their religion or 
commit the leaft fin, they fuffercd the marpeft tortures, and en- 
countered, nay even courted death itfelf in its moll horrible 
fliapes. " When I heard the chriftians traduced and reproach- 
ed, fays he ; yet faw them fearlefs and rufhing on deatli and 
on all things that are accounted moft dreadful to human na- 
ture, I concluded with myfclf that it was impoflible thofe 
men fhould wallow in vice, and be carried away with the 
love of luft and pleafurc (2)." Juftin by the courfc of his 
ftudics inult have been grown up when lie was converted to the 

faith. 
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whom were the father and grandfather of our faint. His father, 
a heathen (a), brought him up in the errours and fuperftitions 
of paganifm, but at the fame time did not neglecT: to cultivate 
his mind by feveral branches of human literature. St. Juftin ac- 
cordingly informs us (1) that he fpent his youth in reading the 
poets, orators and hiftorians. Having gone through the ufual 
courfe of thefe ftudies he gave himfelf up to that of philofo- 
phy in queft of truth, an ardent Jove of which was his predo- 
minant pafiion. He addrefled himfelf firft to a mafter who 
was a Stoick ; and after having ftaid fome time with him, fee- 
ing he could learn nothing of him concerning God, he left 
him, and went to a Peripatetick, a very fubtle man in his own 
conceit : but Juftin being defired the fecond day after admif- 

his mailer's falary, that he might know what he was 
to be allowed for his pains in teaching him, he left him alfo, 
concluding that he was no philofopher. He then tried a Pythago- 
rean who had a great reputation, and who boafted much of his 
wifdom 3 but he required of his fcholar as a necefTary preliminary 
to his admiflion, that he fhould have learned mufick, aftronomy 
and geometry. Juftin could not bear fuch delays in the fearch 
of God, and preferred the fchool of an Academick, under 
whom he made great progrefs in the Platonick philofophy, 
and vainly flattered himfelf with the hope of arriving in a fliort 
time at the fight of God, which the Platonick philofophy 
feemed to have had chiefly in view. Walking one day by the 
fea-fide for the advantage of a greater freedom from noife and 
tumult, he faw, as he turned about, an old man who followed 
him pretty clofe. His appearance was niajeftick, and had a great 
mixture in it of mildnefs and gravity. Juftin looking on him 
very attentively, the man afked him if he knew him. Juflin 
aniwercd in the negative. Cc Why then, faid he, do you look lo 
ftedfaftly upon me?" Juftin replied: "It is the effect of 
my furprifc to meet any human creature in this remote and 
folitary place." <c What brought me hither, faid that ol 
man, was my concern for fome of my friends. They arc 
tc gone a journey, and I am come hither to look out lor 
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the excellency of philofophy in genera), and of the Platonick 
in particular which Juftin averted to be the only true way to 
happinefs, and of knowing and feeing God. This the grave 
perfon refuted at large, and at length by the force of his argu- 
ments convinced him that thole philofophers, whom he had the 
oreateft eileem for, Plato and Pythagoras, had been miftaken in 
their principles, and had not a thorough knowledge of God 
and of the foul of man, nor could they in confequence com- 
municate it to others. This drew from him the important 
query, who were the likelieft perfons to fet him in the right 
way ? The ftranger anfwered, That long before the exiftence 
of thefe reputed philofophers there were certain blefled men, 
lovers of God and divinely infpired, called prophets, on ac- 
count of their foretelling things which have fmce come to pafs ; 
v/hofe books, yet extant, contain many folid inftru6tions about 
the firfl caufe and end of all things, and many other parti- 
culars becoming a philofopher to know. That their miracles, 
and their predictions had procured them fuch credit, that they 
dlablifhed truth by authority, and not by difputes and elaborate 
demon fixations of human reafon, of which few men are capa- 
ble. That they inculcated the belief of one only God, the 
Father and author of all things, and of his fon Jefus Chrift, 
whom he had fent into the world. He concluded his difcourfe 
with this advice : 46 As for thyfelf, above all things, pray that 
" the gates of life may be opened unto thee : for thefe are not 
41 things to be difcerned unlefs God and Chrift grant to a man 
* ( the knowledge of them." After thefe words he departed and 
Juftin law him no more : but his converfation left a deep im- 
preflion on the young philofopher's foul, and kindled there an 
ardent affeclion for thefe true philofophers, the prophets. And 
upon a further enquiry into the credibility of the chriftian religi- 
on, he embraced it toon after. What had alfo no fmall weight in 
perfuading him of the truth of the chriftian faith, was the in- 
nocence and true virtue of its profeflbrs j feeing with what 
courage and constancy, rather than to betray their religion or 
commit the Icaft fin, they fuffcred the fharpeft tortures, and en- 
countered, nay even courted death itfelf in its moil horrible 
fhapes. tc When I heard the chriftians traduced and reproach - 
*' cd, fays he ; yet fnw them fearlefs and rufliing on death and 
" on all things that are accounted moft dreadful to human na- 
" ture, I concluded with myfelf that it was impoflible thole 
u men £hould wallow in vice, and be carried away with the 
H love of luft and plcafurc (2)." Juftin by the courfe of his 
ftudies muft have been grown up when he was converted to the 

faith. 
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faith, TiHemont and Marand underftand by an obfcure paf. 
fage in St. Epiphanius (3)3 that he was in the thirtieth year of 
his age (a). 

St. Juftin after he became a chriftian continued to wear the 
Pallium or cloak, as Eufebius and St. Jerom inform us, which 
was the fingular badge of a philofopher. Ariftides the Athe- 
nian philofopher and a chriftian, did the fame; fo did Hera- 
clas even when he was bifhop of Alexandria. St. Epiphanius 
calls St. Juftin a great afcetick, or one who profefied a mod 
auftcre and holy life. He came to Rome foon after his conver- 
fion, probably from Egypt. Tillemont and Dom Marana 
think that he was a prieft, from his defcription of baptifrn, and 
the account he gave at his trial of people reforting to his houfc 
for inltruction* This however is uncertain; and Ceiller concludes 
from the filence of the ancients on this head, that he was al- 
ways a layman : but he feems to have preached, and therefore 
to have been at leaft deacon. His difcourfe or Oration to tk 
Greeks (4) he wrote foon after his converfion, - in order to con- 
vince the heathens of the reafonablenefs of his having deferted 
paganifm. He urges the abfurdity of idolatry, and the incon- 
fiftency of afcribing lewdnefs and other crimes to their deities: 
on the other hand, he declares his admiration of and reverence 
for the purity and fanctity of the chriftian doclrine, and the 
awful majefty of the divine writings which frill the paflions, 
and fix in a happy tranquility the mind of man, whidi 
finds itfelf every where elfe reftlefs. His fecond work, is 
called his Paratnefis or exhortation to the Greeks ', which he 
drew up at Rome : in this he employs the flowers of elo- 
quence, which even in his apologies he defpifes. In it he 
fhews the errours of idolatry, and the vanity of the heathen 
philofophers : reproaches Plato with making an harangue to the 
Athenians, in which he pretended to eftablifti a multitude of 

gods, 

(3) Hrer 46. (4) Op. p. 1 • 



[a) Eufebius (b. 4. c. 8 ) fays, 
his converfion happened after 
Adrian had celebrated the Apo* 
theofiii of his minion Antinous, 
whom death furprifed in Egypt, 
to whole honour that empcrour 
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erods, only to efcape the fate of Socrates ; whilft it is clear from 
his writings that he believed one only God. He tranfcrlbes the 
words of Orpheus, the Sibyll, Homer, Sophocles, Pythagoras, 
Plato, Mercury, and Acmon, or rather Ainmon, in which they 
profefs the unity of the deity. He wrote his book on Monar- 
chy (5), exprefly to prove the unity of God, from the (eftimo- 
nies and reafons of the heathen philofophers themfelves. The 
epiftle to Diognetus is an incomparable work of primitive anti- 
quity, attributed to St. JufHn by all the ancient copies, and 
doubdefs genuine, as Dr. Cave, Ceiller, Marand, &c. fhew, 
though the ftyle is more elegant and florid than the other works 
of this father. Indeed it is not mentioned by Eufcbius and St. 
Jerom ; but neither do they mention the works of Athenagoras. 
And what wonder that, the art of printing not being as yet dis- 
covered , fome writings mould have efcaped their notice ? Til- 
lemont fancies the author of this piece to be more ancient, be- 
caufe he calls h.imfelf a difciple of the apoftles : but St. Juftin 
might afTurne that title, who. lived cotemporary with St. 
Polycarp and others who had feen fome of them. This 
Diognetus was a learned philofopher, a perfon of great rank, 
and preceptor to the emperour Marcus Aurelius, who always 
confulted and exceedingly honoured him. Doni Nourry (6) 
miftakes groily, when he calls him a Jew : for in this 
very epiftle is he ftyled an adorer of gods. This great man 
was defirous to know upon what aflurances the chriftians de- 
f p i fed the world, and even torments and death, and fliewed to 
one another a mutual love, which appeared wonderful to the 
reft of mankind, for it rendered them feemingly infenfible to 
the greateft injuries. St. Juftin to fatisfy him, demonftrates the 
folly of idolatry, and the imperfection of the Jewiih worship : 
and fets forth the ian£h*ty pracTtifed by the chriitians, efpecially 
their humility, meeknefs, love of tbofe who hate them with - 
out fo much as knowing any reafon of their hatred, &c. He 
adds, that their numbers and virtue are incrcafed by tortures 
and maflacres, and explains clearly the divinity of Chrift (7), 
the maker of all things and Son of God. Me fhews that by 
reafon alone we could never attain to the true knowledge of 
God, who fent his Son to teach us his holy myfrerics, and 
"when we deferved only chad i feme nt, to pay the full price of 
our redemption, the Holy One to fufFer for finncrs, the per/on 
offended for the offenders : and when no other means could 
Uikfy for our crimes, we were covered under the wings of ju- 
llicc itfelf and refcued from ftavery. He extols exceedingly 

the 
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the immenfe goodnefs and love of God for man, in creating 
him, and the world for his ufe; in fubjefling to him other 
things, and in fending his only begotten Son with the promife 
of his kingdom to thofe who fhal! have loved him. c< But af- 
* c ter you fhal I have known him, fays he, with what inexpref- 
<c ftble joy do you think you will be filled ? How ardently 
<c will you Jove him who firfi loved you ? And when you 
<c lhall love him, you will be an imitator of his goodnefs. He 
cc who bears the burdens of others, a/fifts all, humbles him- 
cc felf to all even to his inferiours, and fupplies the wants of 
* c the poor with what he has received from God, is truly the 
<c imitator of God. Then will you fee on earth that God 
<c governs the world ; you will know his myfteries, and will 
cc love and admire thofe who fufier for him ; you will con- 
cc demn the impofture of the world , and defpife death, only 
Ci fearing eternal death in never-ending fire. When you 
cc know that fire, you will call thofe blefled who here fufier 
<c flames for juftice. I fpeak not of things to which I am a 
* c a ftranger, but having been a difciple of the apoftles, I am 
* c a teacher of nations, &c." 

St. Juftin made a long ftay in Rome, dwelling near the Si- 
mothin baths, on the Viminal hill. The chriftians met in his 
houfe to perform their devotions, and he applied himfelf with 
great zeal to the inftrudtion of all thofe who reforted to him. 
Evelpiftus who fuffered with him, owned at his examination 
that he had heard with pleafure Juftin's difcourfes. The judge 
was acquainted with his zeal when he afked him, in what 
place he aflembled his difciples. Not content with labouring 
in the converfion of Jews and Gentiles, he exerted his endea- 
vours in defending the catholick faith againft all the herefies of 
that age. His excellent volumes againfr. Marcion, as they arc 
Hyled by St. Jerom, arc now loft with feveral other works 
commended by the ancients. The martyr, after his firft apo- 
logy, left Rome, and probably performed the functions of an 
cvangclift in many countries for feveral years. In the reign oi 
Antoninus Pius, being at Ephefus, and cafually meeting in the 
walks of Xiftus, Tryphon, whom Eufebius calls the moft ce- 
lebrated Jew of that age, and who was a famous philofopher, 
he fell into difcourfc with him, which brought on a difputation 
•which was held in the prcfencc of feveral witnefles, during 
two entire clays. St. Juftin afterwards committed to wilting 
this dialogue with Tryphon, which work is a fimple narrative 
of a familiar unfiutlied converfation. Tryphon feeing Juftin 
in the philofopher's cloak, atldrcfled him on the excellency oi 
philofophy. The fiint anfwered, that he admired he fhould 

not rather ftudy Molts and the prophets, in comparifon oi 

whom 
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whom all the writings of the philofophers are empty jargon and 
foolifh dreams. Then in the firft part of his dialogue he 
fhewed that, according to the prophets, the old law was tem- 
porary, and to be abolifhed by the new : and in the fecond-, 
that Chrift was God before all ages, diftin£f. from the Father, 
the fame that appeared to Abraham, Mofes, &c. the fame that 
created man, and was himfelf made man, and crucified. He in lifts 
much on that pafTage, Behold a virgin /hall conceive (8). From the 
beginning of the converfation Tryphon had allowed, that fr.>m 
the prophets it was clear that Chrift muff be then come, but 
he faid, that he had not yet manifefted himfelf to the woild. 
So evident was it that the time of his coming mufi be then 
elapfed, that no Jew durft deny it, as Fleury obferves (9)- From 
the Apocalypfe and Ifaiah, by a mistaken interpretation, Juftin 
inferred the futurity of the Millennium, or of Chrift's reign up- 
on earth for a thoufand years, before the day of judgment, with 
his elect, in fpiritual, cbafte delights ; but adds, that this was 
not admitted by many true orthodox believers (10). This 
point was afterwards cleared up, and that miftake of fome lew > 
corrected and exploded by confuking the tradition of the whole 
church. In the third part St. Juftin proves the vocation of the 
Gentiles, and the eftablifhment of the church. Night putting 
an end to the converfation, Tryphon thanked Juftin, and 
prayed for his happy voyage : for he was going to fea. By fome 
miftakes made by St. Juftin in the etymologies, or derivation 
of certain Hebrew names it appears that he was a ftran- 
ger to that language. The Socinians dread the authority 
of this work on account of the clear proofs which it furni/hes 
of the divinity of Chrift. St. Juftin teftifies ( 1 1 ), that the 
miraculous gifts of the Holy Ghoft, of curing the fick, and 
calling out devils in the name of Chrift, were then frequent in 
the church. He excludes from falvation wilful hereticks no 

iefs than infidels. 

Bin the apologies of this martyr have chiefly rendered his 
name illuftrious. The firft or greater (which by the firft edi - 
tors was, through mi (hike, placed and called the fecond) he 
addrcflcd to the emperour Antoninus Pius, his two adopted (bus 
Marcus Aureliusand Lucius Confmodus, and the fenate, about 
the year 150. That mild emperour had publifhed no edicts 
againft the chriftians ; but by virtue of former edicts, they were 
often perfect! ted by the governours, and were every where tra- 
duced as a wicked and barbarous fet of people, enemies to their 
very fpecies. They were deemed atheifts : they were accufed 
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°f pra&ifmg fecret lewdnefs, which flander fcems to have been 
founded on the fecrecy of their myfteries, and partly on the 
filthy abominations of the Gnoftick and Carpocratian here- 
ticks : they were faid in their facred affemblies to feed on the 
flefti of a murdered child ; to which calumny a falfe notion of 
the blefled eucharift might give birth. Celfus and other hea- 
thens add (12), that, they adored the crofs 9 and the head of an 
afs. The ftory of the afs's head was a groundle/s calumny 
forged by a Jew, who pretended to have feen their myfteries, 
which was readily believed and propagated by thofe whofe interefl 
it was to decry the chriftian religion, as Eufebius (13), St. 
Juftin, Origen and Tertullian relate. The refpedt fhewn to 
ijhe fign of the crofs, mentioned by Tertullian and all the an- 
cient fathers, feemed grounds enough for the other flander. 
Thefe calumnies were advanced with fuch confidence, and 
through pafTion and prejudice received fo eagerly, that they ferved 
for a pretence to juftify the cruelty of the persecutors, and to 
render the very name of a chriftian odious. Thefe circum- 
ftances ftirred up the zeal of St. Juftin to prefent his apology 
for the faith in writing, begging that the fame might be made 
publick. In it he boldly declares himfelf a chriftian, and an 
advocate for his religion : he fhews that chriftians ought not to 
be condemned barely for the name of chriftian, unlefs convict- 
ed of fome crime : that they are not atheifts, though they adore 
not idols ; for they adore God the Father, his Son, and the 
Holy Ghoft(i4), and the hoft of good angels (b). He ex- 
horts the emperour to hold the balance even in the execution 
of juftice ; and fets forth the fan&ity of the doctrine and man- 
ners of chriftians who fly all oaths, abhor the leaft impurity, 
defpife riches, are patient and meek, love even enemies, readi- 
ly pay all taxes, and fcrupuloufly and refpe&fulJy obey and ho- 
nour princes, &c. Far from eating children, they even condemn- 
ed thofe that expofed them (r). He proves their regard for purity 
from the numbers among them of both fexes who had obferved 

ftricl 

(12) Apnd Origen. 1.6. c. 301. (13) Hill. 4. iS. and in 

Ifa. (14) Apol. 1. oh 2. xi. 6. p. 47. 

1 

(/;) Pom Marand demon ft rates we read, Apoc. i. 4. 5. Grace 

againE Dr. Dull, that thefe words and peace from him that is. ,v and 

pf govti fim.\els, &c. cannot bo /torn the J}>vtn fpiritt ivbicb arc 

placed within a pareiuhefis, and be/ate bis throne, and from Jf/'" 

that they mean an "mfcriour venc- Chrift. 

ration of an»eh>, entirely of a (c) As the heathen;; praclihVi 

difler'Mit order from the liipreme when poor ; and the Chinch', 

worlliip oi' (Jod, though named Scq, do at this day. 

witli it in the fame period, as . 
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frrict chaftity to an advanced age. He explains the immortality 
of the foul, and the refurredtion of the flefh, and fhewsfrom the 
ancient prophets that God was to become man, and that they had 
foretold the deftruction of Jerufalem, the vocation of the Gen- 
tiles, &c. He mentions a ftatue erected in Rome to Simon Ma- 
gus, which is a!fo terrified by Tertullian, St. Auflin, Theodoret, 
&c. (15) The necefftty of vindicating our faith from flanders 
obliged him, contrary to the cuftom of the primitive church, to 
defcribe thefacraments of baptifm and the bleiled eucharift, men- 
tioning the latter alfo as a facrifice. " No one, fays he(i6), is al- 
" lowed to partake of this food, but he that believes our doctrines 
" to be true, and who has been baptized in the Javer of rege- 
" neration for remifHon of fins, and lives up to what Chrift has 
ic taught. For we take not thefe as common bread and 
" common drink : but like as Jefus Chrift our Saviour, 
cc being incarnate by the word of God had both flefh and 
4C blood for our falvation ; fo are we taught, that this food, by 
cc which our flefh and blood are nourished, over which thanks 
Ci have been given by the prayers in his own words, is the flefh 
iC and blood of the incarnate Jems." He defcribes the manner 
of fanctifying the Sunday by meeting to celebrate the divine 
myfteries, read the prophets, hear the exhortation of him that 
prefides, and make a collection of alms to be difiribu ted among 
the orphans, widows, fick, prifoners and ftrangers. He adds 
the obfeure edict of the emperour Adrian in favour of the chri- 
ftians. It appears that this apology had its delired effect, the 
quiet of the church. Eufebius informs us (16), that the fame 
emperour fent into Afia a refcript to the following purport : 
u When many governours of provinces had wrote to my fa- 
* s ther, he forbad them [the chriftians] to be molefted, unlcfs 
ct they had offended againft the ftate. The fame anfwer I 
" gave when confultcd before on the fame fubject. If any one 
tC accufe a per/bn of being a chriftian, it is my pleafurc that 
• c he be acquitted, and the accufer chaflifed according to the 
* c rigour of the law/' Orofius and Zonaras tell us, that An- 
toninus was prevailed upon by the apology of Juftin, to fend 
this order. 

He compofcel his fecond apology near twenty years after, ira 
-67, on occ-dfion of the martyrdom of one Ptolemy, and two* 
other chriftians whom Urbicus, the govern our of Home had 
put to death. The faint offered it to the emperour Marcus 
Aurelius (his collegue Lucius Verus being abfent in the Kwil) 
and to the fenatc. He undertakes in it to prove that the chri- 
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itians were unjuftiy puniflied with death, and fliews how much 
their lives and doctrine furpafled the philofophers, and that they 
could never embrace death with fo much chearfulnefs and joy, 
had they been guilty of the crimes laid to their charge- Even 
Socrates notwithftanding the multitude of difciples that fol- 
lowed him, never found one that died in defence of his doc- 
trine. The apologift added boldly, that he expected death 
would be the recompence of his apology, and that he {hould 
fall a victim to the fnares and rage of fome or other of the im- 
placable enemies of the religion for which he pleaded ; among 
whom he named Crefcens, a philofopher in name, but an ig- 
norant man, and a flave to pride and orientation. His 
martyrdom, as he had conjectured, was the recompence of this 
apology : it happened foon after he had prefented this difcourle, 
and probably was procured by the malice of thofe of whom he 
fpoke. The genuine acts feem to have been taken from the 
prastor's publick regifter. The relation is as follows : 

Juftin and others that were with him were apprehended, 
and brought before Rufticus, prefect: of Rome, who faid to 
Juftin, * c Obey the gods and comply with the edicts of the 
" emperours." Juftin anfwered : 6S No one can be juftly 
* c blamed or condemned for obeying the commands of our Sa- 
£C viour Jcfus Chrift." Rufticus. " What kind of literature 
4C and difcipline do you profefs ?" Juftin. " I have tried 
Ci every kind of difcipline and learning, but I have finally 
€C embraced the chriftian difcipline how little foever efteemed 
cc by thofe who were led away by errour and falfe opini- 
cc ons." Rufticus. c< Wretch, art thou then taken with 
Ci that difcipline?" Juftin. ct Doubtlefs I am, becaufe it af- 
cc fords me the comfort of being in the right path." Rufticus. 
Ci What are the tenets of the chriftian religion ?" Juftin. 
4t We chriflians believe one God creator of all things vifibJc 
<fi and invifiblc ; and we confefs our Lord Jcfus Chrift, the? 
CL Son of God, foretold by the prophets, the author and 
cc preacher of falvation, and the judge of mankind." The 
prefect enquired in what place the christians aflcmbled. 
Juftin replied: u Where they pleafc, and where they can: 
* c God is not confined to a place: as he is invifiblc he fdli* 
<L both heaven and earth, and is every where adored and glo- 
CL rificd by the faithful." Prefect. ** Tell me where you af- 
** fumble your difciples." juftin, iC I have lived till this 
" c time near the Imufe of one called Martin, at the Timothin 
cc baths. J am come a fecond time to Rome, and am acquarnt- 
<fc etl with no other place in the city. 11 any one came to me, 
*<• \ communicated to him the doctrine of truth." Kufticns. 

" You iiie then a chriftian/' Juftin. " Yes, lam/' The 

judge 
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judge then put the fame queftion to each of the reft, viz. Cha- 
riton, a man, Charitana, a woman, Evelpiftus, a iervant of 
Csefar, by birth a Cappadocian, Hierax a Phrygian, Peon and 
Liberianus, who all anfwered, c< That by the divine mercy, 
they were chriftians." Evelpiftus faid, he had learned the 
faith from his parents, but had with great pJeafure heard 
Juftin's difcourfes. Then the prefect addrefled himfelf 
again to Juftin in this manner : " Hear you, who are noted 
for your eloquence, and think you make profeflion of 
cc the right philofophy, if I caufe you to be fcourged from 
** head to foot do you think you fhall go to heaven ?" Juftin 
replied : " If I fuffer what you mention, I hope to receive the 
" reward which thofe have already received who have obferved 
* £ the precepts of Jefus Chrift Rufticus faid : cc You ima- 
6C gine then that you fhall go to heaven, and be there rewarded* 
The martyr anfwered : " 1 do not only imagine it -> but I 
<c know it, and am fo well allured of it that 1 have no reafon 
iC to make the leaft doubt of it." The prefect feeing it was 
to no purpofe to argue, bad them go together and unanimoufly 
facrifice to the gods, and told them that in cafe of refufal 
they fhould be tormented without mercy. Juftin replied : 
< c There is nothing which we more earneftly defire than to 
" endure torments for the fake of our Lord Jefus Chrift ; for 
« c this is what will promote our happinefs, and give us confi- 
ct dence at his bar, where all men muft appear and be judged." 
To this the reft affented, adding : " Do quickly what you are 
" about. We are chriftians, and will never facrifice to idols." 
The prefect thereupon ordered them to be fcourged and then 
beheaded, as the laws directed. The martyrs were forthwith 
led to the place where criminals were executed, and there, 
amidft the praifes and thankfgivings which they did not ccafe 
to pour forth to God, were firft fcourged, and afterwards be- 
headed. After their martyrdom, certain chriftians carried off 
their bodies privately, and gave them an honourable burial. 
St. Juftin is one of the molt ancient fathers of the church who. 
has left us works of any confiderable note. Tatian, his dif- 
ciple, writes, that of all men he was the moft worthy of ad- 
miration ( Eufebius, St. Jerom, St. Epiphanius, Thco- 
dorct, &c. beftow on him the higheit piaifes. Me liiircrcd 
about the year 167, in the reign of Marcus Aurclius and Lu- 
cius Verus, 
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On the fame DAY 

SS. Tiburtius, Valerian and Maximus. MM. Their 
names have always been held in fingular veneration in the fchurch, 
as appears from the ancient calendar of Fronto, the facramentary 
of St. Gregory, St. JeronVs martyrology, that of Thomafius, Sec. 
Valerian was eipoufed to St. Cecily, and converted by her to the 
faith y and with her he became the inflrument of the converfion of 
his brother Tiburtius. Maximus, the officer appointed to attend 
their execution, was brought to the faith by the example of their 
piety, and received with them the crown of martyrdom. The 
theatre of their triumph feems to have been Rome, though fomc 
have imagined they fufFeredin Sicily. They were interred in the bu- 
rying place of Prsetextatus, which from them took the name of 
Tiburtius. It was contiguous to that of Calixtus. In that place 
pope Gregory III. repaired their monument in 740 ; and Adrian I. 
built a church under their patronage. But pope Pafchal tranilated 
the remains of tjiefe martyrs, of St. Cecily, and the popes SS. 
Urban and Lucius into the city, where the celebrated church of St. 
Cecily ftands. Thefe relicks were found in it in 15995 and vifited 
by the order of Clement VIII. and admitted to be genuine by the 
cardinals Baronius and Sfondrate. The Greeks vie with the La- 
tins in their devotion to thefe martyrs. 

St. Carpus, bifhop of Thyatira, in Aria Minor, Papylus his 
deacon, and Agathodorus their fervant, MM. In the perfecution of 
Deciusin 251, they were apprehended, and brought before Vale- 
rius, governour of Leuer Ana, who relided fometimes at Thyatira, 
fometimes at Sardis. The martyrs fufFered much in dungeons in both 
thofe cities, and underwent three fevere examinations in the third, 
to intimidate the mailers, Agathodorus was, in their prefence, 
fcourged to death with bull's finews. When the proconful went to 
Pergamus, which city was the birth-place both of the bifhop and 
his deacon, the two faints were dragged thither; and firft the bi- 
ihop, then the deacon was beaten with knotty clubs, their fides 
burnt with torches, and the wounds rubbed over with fait. Some 
days after they were laid on iron fpikes, their fides were again torn, 
and at length both were confumed by the flames, together with 

Agathonicc, a filter of Papyrus. See their acts quoted by Eu- 

febius, b. 4. c. 15. Tillcmom, T. 3. p. 346. 

St. Bene/.et, or Little Bjsnnet, patron of Avignon. He 
kept his mother's Ihcep in the country, being devoted to the prac- 
tices of piety beyond his age ; when moved by charity to lave the 
lives of many poor perfons, who were frequently drowned in pafling 
the Khone, and being infpi'-cd by God, lie undertook to build a 
bridge over that rapid river at Avignon, lie obtained the appro- 
bation of the bifhop, proved his iniflion by miracles, and began 
tli 0 work in ! 177, which he directed during f'even years, lie died 
when the diflicuky of the undertaking was "over in This is 

aitelled by pubJick monuments drawn up at thai time, and flill pro- 
ieived at Avignon, where the llory is in every body's mouth. 
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His body was buried upon the bridge itfelf, which was not com- 
pleatly finifhed till four years after his deceafe, the fir u 61 ure where- 
of was attended with miracles from the firft laying the foundations 
till it was compleated in 1 188, Other miracles, wrought after this 
at his tomb, induced the city to build a chapel upon the bridge, 
in which his body lay near five hundred years: but in 1669, 
a great part of the bridge falling down, through the impetuolity 
of the waters, the coffin was taken up, and being opened in 
1670, in prefence of the grand vicar, during the vacancy of the 
archiepifcopal fee, it was found entire without the leaff. fign of cor- 
ruption ; even the bowels were perfectly found, and the colour of 
the eyes* lively and fprightly, though through the dampnefs of the 
fituation the iron bars about it were much damaged with ruff.. The 
body was found in the fame condition by the archbilhop of Avig- 
non in 1674. when accompanied by the bifhop of Orange, and a 
great concourfe of nobility, he performed the tranflation of it with 
great pomp into the church of the Celeftines (a houfe of royal foun- 
dation) who had obtained of Lewis XIV. the honour to be in- 
trufted with the cuftody of his relicks, till fuch time as the bridge 
and chapel fhould be rebuilt. — See the defcription of this pompous 
tranflation in the Bollandifls. April. T. z. p. 958, 959. 



APRIL ij. 

St. PETER GONZALES, common- 
ly called St. TELM, or ELM, Patron 
of Mariners, C. 



From the monuments collecled by the Bollandifls on the fourteenth of 

Jprily and F. Tourron, Homme s Illujlr. T. 1. p. 49. 

A. D. 1246. 




HE beft hifrorians place the birth of St. Peter Gonzales 
JL in Latin Confalvus^ in the year 1190, at Aftorga, in the 
kingdom of Leon, in Spain, where he was defcended of an 
iJluftrious family. His wonderful progreft in his ftudies fhewed 
him endowed with an extraordinary quicknefs of parts, and he 
embraced an ecclcliattical ftate, though at that time a Jtrangeir 
to the fpirit of di (engagement and humility, which ought el- 
leiitially to accompany it. His uncle, the bifhop of A Horn a, 
charmed with his capacity, preferred him lo a canonry, and 

Alertly after to the deanery of his chapter, Tlw young dean, 
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free indeed from vice, but full of the fpirit of the world, took 
poflcflion of his dignity with great pomp, but in the midft 
of his pride, happened, by a falfe ftep of his prancing horfe, to 
fall into a fink. This was the moment in which God was 
pleafed to ftrike his heart. This humiliation made the young 
gentleman enter into himfelf, and with remorfe to condemn 
his own vanity and fondnefsof appJaufe, which deferved a much 
worfe difgrace. Opening his heart to thefe fentiments of grace, 
without taking advice from flefh and blood, he retired to Pa- 
Jencia, to learn the will of God in folitude, failing and prayer. 
To fight againfl pride and felf-love he laboured {henuoufly to 
put off the old man by mortification and humility, and became 
quickly a new man in Chrift, recollected, penitent, meek and 
humble. The better to iecure his victory over the world and 
himfelf he entered the auftere Order of St, Dominick. The 
world purfued him into his retreat. Its wife men left no flonc 
unturned to make him return to his dignity : but he was guided 
by better lights, and baffled all their fuggeftions. Having made 
his vows, and firengthened his foul in the fpirit of humility and 
penance by the exercifes of holy retirement and obedience, he 
was ordered by his fu peri ours to employ his talents in the mini- 
frry of the divine word, to which he confecrated the remainder 
of his life, to the great advantage of innumerable fouls. After 
he had pafled the beft part of the night in holy meditations or 
in finging the praifes of God, he fpent the whole day in in- 
truding the faithful : his words, always animated with a burn- 
ing charity, and fupported by example, produced in his hearers 
the perfect fentiments with which he endeavoured to infpirc 
them. The greateft libertines melted into tears at his fcrmons, 
and caff, themfelves at his feet in a fpirit of compunction and 
penance. The number of convcrfions which God wrought by 
his miniftry in the kingdom of Leon and Caftille, efpecially in 
the diocefe of Palencia, made king Ferdinand HI. though al- 
ways taken up in his wars with the Saracens, defirous to fee 
him 3 and fo much was he taken with the man of God, that 
he would have him always near his perfon, both in the court 
and in the field, lie would himfelf always be prefent at his 
(Hlcourfcs, whether made to the generals, courtiers or foldicis; 
and the holy man by his prayers and exhortations reformed the 
corrupt manners both of the troops and court. His example 
gave the grcattil weight to his wouls ; for he lived in the court 
as he would have done in a cloifier, with the tome auff critics, 
the tome rrcolIecMion, the fame pradLices of humility, and other 
viiities. Vet fbme /laves of pleafure hardened thendelvcs again It 
his :'vCal, and occ aiionetl him many fuH'crings. A com teton 
v.as told by ibim; of the: nobility that if ihv heard Goir/aK 
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preach fhe would change her life. She impudently anfwered : 
" If I had the liberty to fpeak to him in private, he could no 
" more refill my charms than fo many others." The lords, 
out of a malicious curiofity, promifed her a great fum if fhe 
could draw him into fin. She went to the faint, and that fhe 
might ipeak to him alone, faid fhe wanted to confult him on 
a fecret affair of importance. When others were gone out, 
fhe fell on her knees, and fhedding forced tears pretended fhe 
defired to change her life, and began to make a {ham confefiion 
to him of her iins, but had nothing elfe in view than to en- 
ihare the fervant of God, and at Jafr, throwing off all difguife, 
faid all that the devil prompted her, in order to feduce him. 
But her artifices only ferved to make his triumph the more 
glorious. Stepping into another room where there was a fire, 
and wrapping himfelf in his cloak, he threw himfelf upon the 
burning coals, and then called upon her to come and fee where 
he waited for her. She amazed to fee him not burn, cafr. her- 
felf on the ground, confefling her crimes aloud, and fuddenly 
became a true penitent, as did they alfo who had employed her. 
The faint accompanied Ferdinand, king of Leon and Caftille, in 
all his expeditions againft the Moors, particularly in the fiegc 
and taking of Cordova, in 1236, which from the year 718, 
had ever been the chief feat of the Moorifh dominions in 
Spain. Gonzales had a great fhare in the conquefts and tem- 
poral advantages of this prince by his prudent counfels and 
prayers, and by the good order which he prevailed with the 
officers and foldiers to obferve. The conqueft of Cordova 
opened a new field to the zeal of Gonzales. He moderated the 
ardour of the conquerours, faved the honour of the virgins and 
the lives of many enemies, and purified the Mofques, convert- 
ing them into churches : in all which he was feconded by king 
Ferdinand III. furnamed the faint. The great Mofque of 
Cordova, the mofr. famous of all Spain, became the cathedral 
church : and whereas the Moors, when they conquered Com- 
poiieJJa 260 years before, had carried away the bells and orna- 
ments on the backs of chriftians, and placed them in this 
iVJofque, king Ferdinand compelled the infidels to carry them 
hack themfelves in the fame manner to ConipoflcJIa. 

Gonstales burned with fo ardent a defire to preach the great 
truths of our holy religion to the poor and the peafants, that 
ijo intrcaties or fbllicitations could retain him any longer at 
conn. Galiciaand the roll of the ccail were the chief theatres 
oi his pious labours the latter years of his li(e. Neither moun- 
tains, nor places of the moil difficult accefs in Afluria and other 
parts, j;or the ignorance and brutality of the people could daunt 
his coinage. Under thefe fatigues pruvcr was hL relrefhment. 

lie 
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He appeared every where as a new apoftle. But the fuccefs cf 
his miniftry was the moft furprifing in the diocefes of Com- 
poftella and Tuy, in which alfo he wrought many miracles. 
At Bayona in Galicia, the number of his auditors having obliged 
him to preach in a great plain in the open fields, and a violent 
ftorm arifing with wind, thunder and lightning, his whole 
audience began to be very uneaiy, and thought to prevent the 
worft by flying. The holy preacher prevailed upon them to 
ftay, and by prayer appealed the tempeft. All places round 
about them were deluged ; but not a drop fell on the auditory. 
The faint had a particular zeal to inftru£l the poor in the coun- 
try, and the Tailors whom he fought on their veflels, and among 
whom he finiflied his mortal courfe. He foretold his death on 
Palm-Sunday, and deliriog to die in the arms of his brethren at 
Compoftella fet out from Tuy thither, but growing worfe on 
the road returned to the former place on foot ; fo unwilling 
was he to remit any thing in his penitential life. Luke, the 
famous bifhop of Tuy, his great admirer and friend, attended 
him to his laft breath 5 buried him honourably in his cathedral, 
and in his laft will gave directions for his own body to be laid 
near the remains of this fervant of God. They are now ex- 
pofed to publick veneration in the fame church in a magnificent 
filver fhrine, and have been honoured with many miracles. 
Some place his death on the fifteenth, and others on the four- 
teenth of April, in 1246. Pope Jnnocent IV. beatified him 
eight years after in 1254, and granted an office to his Order 
in Spain, which was extended to the city of Tuy, though he 
has not been folemnly canonized. Pope Benedict, XIV. ap- 
proved his office for the whole Order of St. Dominiclc. The 
Spanifh and Portuguefe mariners invoke his intercefllon in 
ftorms, and by it have often received fenfible marks of the 
divine fuccour. They call him corruptly St. Telm, or Elmo, 
which Papebroch and Baillet derive originally from St. Erafmus 
who was implored anciently, as a patron, by failors in the Me- 
diterranean. 

On the fame DAY 

SS. Baj.ii.issa and Anastasia, MM'. Thefe two noble women 
were difcinlei. of the; anoilles SS. Peter and Paul at Rome, and were 
beheaded by the order of Nero, as the Roman and Greek marty- 
roio^ies teikify. 

St. Patkknus, bifliop of Avranches, C. called by the French 
V a r i >•• i! , Pair and l>oix. lie was born at Poitiers about the year 
u*S?.. His father Patranus, with the content of Iris wife, went into 
ili eland, where he ended his days in holy folitude. Paternus fired 
L») hia example, embraced young a monaiUck life in his own coun- 
try , 
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try ; but afterwards pafTed over to Wales, and in Cardiganshire 
founded a monaftery called Llan-padertt-<uaur, or the church of the 
oreat paternus. He made a vifit to his father in Ireland ; but being 
called back into his own country, retired with St. Scubilion to 
Chezay, near the fea, in the dipcefe of Coutances. There he lived 
in a little cell in great aufterity, taking the fhort reft which he al- 
lowed himfelf on the bare ground, wearing a rough fack-cloth, and 
uiing no other food than bread and pulfe. That part of the country 
remained ftill plunged in a favage idolatry: he long preached the 
oofpel to the inhabitants without fruit ; but by perfeverance brought 
them all to the light of faith, and founded a great monaftery at 
Chezay. In this and in many other pious eftablifliments which he 
made, he was munificently aflifted by king Childebert, who defired 
an interview with this great fervant of God at Mante, In 552, be- 
in? feventy years old, he was made bifhop of Avranches, and af- 
filled at the council of Paris in 557. He died in his monaftery of* 
Chezay in 565 — See his life by Fortunatus, bifliop of Poitiers, 
his cotemporary, in Mabillon ; alfo John of Tinmouth, Capgrave* 

&c. 
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Eighteen Martyrs of Saragofa^ and St 

Encratis or Engratia, V. M. 

From St. Prudent ius de Cor. hymn. 4. 



A. D. 304. 

QT. Opt at us and feven teen other holy men, received 
O the crown of martyrdom on the fame day at Saragofa, un- 
der the cruel govcrnour Dacian, in the pcrfecution of Diode- 
iian, in 304. Two others, Caius and Cremcntius, died of 
their torments after a fecond conflict, as St. Prucientius relates. 

'J he fame venerable author defcribes in no left elegant 
I/eric^ the triumph of St. Encratis or Engratia, Virgin. She 
was a native of Portugal. Her father had promifed her 
in marriage- to a man of quality in Rouflillon : but fearing the 
'Lingers, and Jcfpilinp; the vanities of the world,' and rcfolving 
to prefervc her virginity, in order to appear more agreeable to 
Ik r heavenly fpoufe, and icrve him without hindrance, ihc fled 
privately to Sara»ola, where the pcrfecution was hotted, under 

die eyes of Dacian. She even reproached him with his bar- 
barities. 
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foarities, upon which he ordered her to be long tormented in 
the moft inhuman manner : her fides were torn with iron, 
hooks, and one of her breafis was cut off fo that the inner 
parts of her cheft were expofed to view, and part of her liver 
pulled out. In this condition flie was fent back to prifon, be- 
ing ftill alive, and died by the mortifying of her wounds, in 
304. The relicks of all the/e martyrs were found at Saragofa 
in 1389. St. Prudentius recommended himfelf to their inter- 
ceilion, and exhorts the city, through their prayers, to implore 
the pardon of their fins> with him, that they might follow 
them to glory (a). 



B« LID W I N A, Virgin. 



From the memoirs of her life compiled by John Gerlae^ her coufin. 
and John Walter her confejfor ; and by John Brugtnan^ provin- 
cial of the Francifcans* who were all perfonally acquainted with 
ker. Alfo from her life abridged by Thomas a Kempis m 

A. D. 1433. 

LIdwina or Lidwiges, was born at Schiedham in Hol- 
land, in 1380. From (even years of age {he conceived 
an extraordinary devotion to the Blefled Virgin, and when flic 
was fent abroad by her mother on an errand, would go to the 
church to falute the mother of God by a Hail Mary before her 
image there. At twelve years of age flie made a vow of vir- 
ginity. At fifteen, amufing herfelf with fcating with her com- 
panions, according to the cuftom of that country, fhe fell on 
rough broken pieces of ice, and broke a rib. From this hurt, ac- 
companied with an inward bruife, and from a great impoflume, 
which was formed in the womb, {he fuffcrcd extremely, taking 
very little nourishment, and Itruggling night and day under 
great pains. An ulcer alfo confumed her lungs, and fhe fonic- 
times vomited up great quantities of purulent matter. She had 
ahb three exteriour ulcers, belides a complication of other di- 
flempers from the inward bruifes which brought on a dropfy, 
under which (he laboured nineteen years ; for the laft fcveii 
years fhe was not able to flir herfelf in bed, nor even to move 

any 

(</) II. rr fub a J tar i fit a Jem pi- Sterne te tot am grnprofit fan Si is 
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any part of her body, except her head and left arm. When 
moved by others, fhe was bound with cloths to keep the parts 
of her body together, fo much was it worn and emaciated. 
She lived a confiderable time almoft without either nourifh- 
ment or fleep, and had many fores on her face, legs and other 
parts, like fcorbutick inflamations and ulcers. For the thirty 
Jafr years of her life fhe never quitted her bed. The three or 
four fir ft years of her ficknefs fhe was obliged to ufe violence, 
and to make continual efforts to maintain her foul conftantly 
in the perfect fentiments of patience and refignation. After 
this term, by the advice of her confefTarius, the devout John 
Pot, fhe employed herfelf continually in meditating on out- 
Saviour's facred paflion, which fhe divided into {even parts, to> 
correfpond to the feven canonical hours of prayer ; in which 
fhe occupied herfelf day and night. By this practice and me- 
ditation fhe foon found all her bitternefs and affliction convert- 
ed into fweetnefs and confolation, and her foul fo much changed, 
that fhe prayed God would rather increafe her pains, together 
with her patience, than fufFer them to abate. She was even in- 
genious, by private mortifications, to add to her fufFerings, in 
which fhe found a hidden manna. She lay on a poor ftraw- 
bed like a true fifter of the fuffering Lazarus, yet would ftrive 
to make it more uneafy to her under her other pains. What- 
ever was given her in alms above the little which ferved for 
her own fupport, fhe diftributed among the poor, not fuffering 
any of her family though indigent, to partake of it. After 
the death of her pious parents, fhe gave to the poor all the 
roods they bequeathed to her. Before file had, by conftantly 
meditating on our Lord's paflion, by afliduous prayer, and felf- 
denial, acquired a love and relifh of the crofs, patience was 
more difficult to her, and lefs perfect: but when filled with the 
fpirit of Chrift fhe found a comfort in her pains, and it appear- 
ed how God had, in his tender mercy, vifitcd her only to pu- 
rify her heart to himfelf, and to fill it with his graces. She 
(poke of God with fuch unction that her words foftened and 
converted hardened finners. Her patience was recompenfed a 
hundredfold in this world by the extraordinary fpiritual con- 
filiations with which fhe was often favoured, and by the 
grace of the Holy Ghoft, accompanied with a wonderful gift 
of miracles and many divine revelations. She ionictimes had 
trials of fpiritual drynefs, but thefe ferved only more perfectly 
to purify her foul, and prepare her for fweeter vifits of her hea- 
venly comforter. The holy fiicrarncnt of the cucharift was 
above all other means her principal ftiength, comfort and hap- 
pinefs on earth > it renewed in her breaft the burning flame of 
divine love, and nourifhed in her a continual fource of tears 

and 
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and compunction. Her humility made her defire nothing ft 
much as obfcurity, and to be unknown and contemned by all 
men. After a fevere martyrdom of thirty-eight years in pain- 
ful ficknefs, fhe was called to a crown of glory on Eafter- 
Tuefday, the fourteenth of April 1433* being fifty-three years 
old. God honoured her by miracles, to fome of which 
Thomas a Kempis was an eye-wknefs. A chapel was built 
in her honour at Schiedam, in 1434. After the change of re- 
ligion in Holland her relicks were conveyed to Bruffels, and 
enfhrined in the collegiate church of St, Gudula. The infanta 
Ifabella procured a partition of them to be made, and placed 
one moiety in the church of the Carmelite nuns of which fhe 
was the foundrefs. 



On the fame DAY 



St. Turibius, bifhop of Aftorga, a zealous maintainer of cede 
fiaftical difcipline, and defender of the faith again.fi: the Prifcillianili 
herefy in Spain ; in which his endeavours were feconded by Sr. Leo 
the Great, as appears by his letter to St. Turibius. He died about 
the year 460. 

St. Fructuosus, archbifhop of Brague, C. He was a prince 
of the royal blood of the Vifigoth kings in Spain ; but from his 
youth defired to confecrate his life to the divine iervice in a holy re- 
treat beyond the reach of that whirlpool of bufmefs, faction, plea- 
fure and fin, called the world. After the death of his parents, he 
found himfelf at large, and at full liberty to difpofe of himfelf accord. 
5ng to his defire. He therefore procured himfelf to be inftructed in 
the facred fciences, in the great fchool which the bifliop of Palcncia 
had eftablifhed for the education of his clergy. He fold the greatelt 
part of his eftate, and beftowed the whole price upon the poor, and 
with the reft founded feveral monafteries, efpecially a great one on 
his eftate upon the mountains near Vierzo, under the title of SS. 
Juftin and Paftor, martyrs of Complutum or Alcala ; whence he 
called this abbey Complutum. He put on the monaftick habit, and 
governed this houfe as abbot till he faw it fettled in good order. 
He then appointed another abbot, and retired into a wildcrnefs, 
where he led a molt aufterc life, clothed with the /kins of bean's, 
in imitation of the ancient hermits. He afterwards founded feveral 
other monafteries, and a great nunnery called None, becaufe nine 
miles from the fea. We have two monaftick rules compiled by 
him, the one called, Of Gjrrtplutum, the other the common rule*. 
He was confecrated bifhop of Duma near Braga, and in 656, arch- 
bifliop of Braga. Mis innocence and virtue were no fecurity from the 
/hafts of envy : but he overcame injuries by meeknefs and patience : 
and died laid on a/hes before the altar, as he deiired, on the fif- 
teenth of -April 665. His body now refts at Compoilella. — Sec 

his life in Mabillon ftcc. 2. lien, and Bultcau X lilt, de VOidic <le 
St. ficnoit. T. 1 . 
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St. Druon or Drogo, reclufe, patron of fhepherds. He was 
nobly bom at Epinoy in Flanders, but his father died before his 
birth, and his mother in child-bed. From his infancy he was re- 
markable for piety and devotion, and at twenty years of age diftribut- 
ed his money and goods among the poor, and renounced his eftates in 
favour of the next heirs, that he might be at liberty to ferve Chrift 
;n poverty and penance. Being thus difengaged from the world, 
clad in a ragged poor garment over a hajr-ihirt, he let out like; 
Abraham, leaving his friends and country, and after having viiitcct 
feveral holy places, hired hlmCclf fhepherd to a virtuous lady 
named Elizabeth de la Haire, at Sebourg, two leagues from Va- 
lenciennes. The retirement and abjection of this Hate were mofr. 
agreeable to him, on account of the opportunities with which they 
furnilhed him of perpetual prayer, and the exercifes of penance 
and humility. Happy would fervants be did they confider and 
make ufe of the great advantages to virtue which providence put9 
into their hands, by daily opportunities of mofr. heroick acts of 
obedience, felf denial, humility, patience, meeknefs, penance and all 
other virtues. The faints thought they purchafed fuch opportunities 
cheap at any rate ; yet many lofe them ; nay, by floth, impatience, 1 
avarice, or other vices, pervert them into occafions of fin. Six 
years Druon kept fheep, in great obfeurity, and as the laft among 
the menial fervants : but his humility, modefty, meeknefs, charity, 
and eminent fpirit of devotion and prayer, in fpite of his difguife, 
gained him the etteem and affection of every body, particularly of 
his miitrefs. Many made him prefents : but thefe he bellowed on 
the poor, with whatever he could privately retrench from himfelf. 
To fly the danger of applaufe, at length he left his place, and vi- 
fited Rome nine times, and often many other places of devotion 
making thefe pilgrimages, not journies of iloth, curiofity and ditii- 
pation, but exercifes of uninterrupted prayer and penance. He re- 
turned from time to time to Sebourg ; where when a rupture put 
an end to his pilgrimages, he at length pitched his tent for the re- 
mainder of his life. He built himfelf a narrow cell again ft the 
wall of the church, that he might at all times adore God as it were 
at the foot of his altars. Here he lived a reclufe for the fpacc of 
ioity-five years, his food being barley bread made with a lie of 
allies, and his drink warm water. To difguife this part of his mor- 
tifications, he called this diet a medicine for his diflemper. In this 
voluntary prifon he lived in aiftduoue prayer and manual labour to 
the eighty -fourth year of his age, dying in i 1 86, on the fixtecnth 
of April, on which day his name occurs in the Roman mrutyiolo- 
gy. His relicks remain in the church of St. Martin at Sebourg. 
See his life in Papebroch, Mirseus, &c. 

St Joachim of Sienna, C. of the Order of Scrvitcs. He was 
r i native of Sienna, of the noble family of Pelacani. No fooner 
had he attained to the ufe of reafon than he difcovcrcd an happy 
inclination to piety. He fecmcd to have fucked in with his mo- 
ther's milk a lingular devotion to the lilc/led Virgin ; and it was his 
I'.rcateil pleafure in his childhood to pray before her image or altar, 
♦md to repeat often, and in all pi awes, the angelical falutation Ave 

Mar id. 
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Maria. His charity for the poor was not lefs extraordinary than 
his devotion. He ftripped himfelf to clothe and relieve them: 
whatever was given him for his pocket he beftowed in alms. More, 
over he never ceafed to folicit his parents in favour of the diftrefled, 
His father one day checked him, and told him that prudence ought 
to fet bounds to his liberality, or he would reduce his whole family 
to poverty. The companionate youth modeftly replied : «* You have 
*' taught me that an alms is given to Jefus Chrift, in the perfons of 
** the poor : can we refufe him any thing ? And what is the ad. 
** vantage of riches but that they be employed in purchafing trea- 
*' fures in heaven ?" The father wept for joy to hear fuch generous 
fentiments of virtue from one of fo tender an age, and fo dear to 
him. He fometimes caught his little fon at his devotions at mid- 
night, for which he fecretly rofe from his bed whilfr. others flept. 
The faint at fourteen years of age received the religious habit from 
the hands of St, Philip Beniti, in 1272, and out of devotion to the 
mother of God took the name of Joachim. Such was his fervour 
from the fir it day he entered the convent, that the moft advanced 
looked upon him as a perfect model. All virtues were in him moft 
confpicuous ; but none more admirable than the fpirit of prayer, and 
an extraordinary humility and love of abjection. He flrenuoufly re- j 
iifted the utmofl endeavours that could be ufed to promote him to 
the priefthood : which dignity he always looked upon with trem- 
bling. To ferve at mafs was the height of his ambition : and he 
often afTifted at that adorable facrifice in raptures of devotion. The 
meaneft and moft painful offices and drudgery of the houfe were his 
great delight : for true humility is never more pleafed than in hu- 
miliations and obfcurity, as pride finds its pleafure in publick and 
great actions, which attract the eyes of others. The whole life of I 
this faint feemed a continual ftudy to conceal himfelf from men, I 
and to lie hid from the world : but the more he fled the efteem of I 
others the more it followed him. Seeing himfelf too much reipcft- I 
ed and honoured at Sienna, he earneitly intrcated his general to re- I 
move him to fome remote houfe of the Order, where he hoped to I 
remain unknown. Arezzo was allotted him : but as foon as his I 
departure was known the whole city of Sienna was in a tumult, til I 
to appeafe the people he was recalled into his own country, of which I 
he continued to his death the glory, and by his prayers and example I 
the fupport and comfort. God honoured him with miracles both I 
before and after his death, which happened on the fixtcenth ot I 
April, in the year 1305, of his age the fbrty-feventh. The popes I 
Paul V. and Urban VI II. granted to his Order the licence of ce- I 
lebrating his fcilival with an office. I 
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St. A N I C E T U S, Pope, M. 
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See En/chins^ b. 5. c. 24. e T'iUe?nont^ 71 2, 44 2 <, 

Second Age. 

HE fucceeded St. Pius in the latter part of the reign of An- 
toninus Pius, fat about eleven year.*, from 157 to 168, 
and is ftyled a martyr in the Roman and other martyrologies z> 
if he did not Hied his blood for the faith, he at ieaft purchafed 
the title of martyr by great fufferings and dangers- He re- 
ceived a vifit from St. Polycarp, and tolerated the cuftom of 
the Afiaticks in celebrating Earlier on the fourteenth day of the 
firfr moon after the vernal equinox, with the Jews* His vigi- 
]ance protected his flock from the wiles of the hereticks Valen- 
tine and Marcion, inftruments whom the devil fent to Rome, 
feeking to corrupt the faith in the capital of the world. Mar- 
cion in Pontiis after having embraced a irate of continency, fell 
into a crime with a young virgin : for which he was excommu- 
nicated by the bifhop who was his own father. He came to 
Rome in hopes to be there received into the communion of the 
church, but was rejected till he had made fatisfa&ion, by pe- 
nance, to his own bifhop. Upon which he commenced here- 
fiarch, as Tertullian and St. Epiphanius relate. He profefled 
himfelf a Stoick philofopher, and fcems to have been a priefr. 
Joining the herefiarch Cerdo who was come out of Syria to 
Rome in the time of pope Hyginus, he cftabliiTicd two gods, or 
firft principles, the one, the author of all good : the other 
of all evil 5 alfo of the Jewifli law, and of the Old Teftamcnt * 
which he maintained to be contrary to the New. Tortulliant 
informs us (1), that he repented, and was prom i fed at Rome 
to be again received into the church, on condilion that her 
brought back all thofe fouls which he had perverted. r FhLs he 
was labouring to eU'eel: when he died, though ibinc undcrfiand 
this circumfhmcc of his mailer Cerdo. lie left many unhappy 
followers of his crrours at Rome, in Egypt, Paleiline, Sy iia^ 
Perfia and Cyprus. 

Vox. IL I Sr- 
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St, STEPHEN, Abbdt of Citeaux, G. 

From the Ciftercian annals Stee Le Naln Hift. de VOrdre de 
Citeaux^ T 9 i. Stevens Monafl. dnglic* T. 2. and Britannia 
SanHa* 

A. D. 1134- 

ST. Stephen Harding was an Englifliman, of an honour- 
able family, and heir to a plentiful eftate. He had his edu- 
cation in the monaftery of Sherbourne in Dorfetfhire, and there 
laid a Very folid Foundation of literature and fihcefe piety. A 
chearfulnefs ifi His countenance always fhewed the ihwaftl joy 
of his foiil, arid a calni which no pamoris feerhed ever to di- 
Iturb. Out bf a defire of leatfiihg more peiteaiy the means of 
cHriftian perfeaibh, he with one deybut companion, travelled 
ihto Scotland ; and afterwards to Paris, and td Rome. They 
- every day recited together (he whole pfalter, arid paffed the reft 
of their time on the road in ftricT: filence, occupied in holy me- 
ditation aiid pHvate pfrayer; Stephen in his return heard at 
Lyons of the great aufteKty and fan&ity of the poor Benedic- 
tine monaftery 6F Mblefriiei lately founded by St. Robert, in 
ib75, in the didcefe of Lahgres. Charmed with the per- 
petual recollection and humilitv of this hbufe, he made choice 
Of it to accbmplifli there the fac'rifice of himfelf to God. Such 
Was the extreme poverty of this place, that the monks * for want of 
bread, were often obliged to live bn the wild herbs of the wil- 
dernefs. The companion ahd veneration of the neighbour- 
hood at length fupplied their wants to proFufioh : but with 
plenty and riches a fpirit of Relaxation and felf-love crept in, 
and di-ew many afide from their duty. St. Robert, Alberick hfe 
prior, and Stephen, feeing the evil too onttinatb td admit 2 
cure, left the houfe : btit upon the cbmplaiiit t)f thfc mo 11 fa, 
were called back again \ Robert by ah order of the pope, the 
other two by the dibcefatt. Stephen was then made fuperibun 
The monks had prohiifed a reformation of their ilbth and irre- 
gularities ; but their hearts not being changed, they fobn rc- 
lajSfed. They would keep more clothes than the rule aftoWct) ; 
did not work fo long as it prefcribed, and did riot ptonYate to 
ft rangers, nor wafli their feet when they came to their hbute. 
St. Stephen made frecjueht hemohftrances to them, dii the Aib- 
jec£i of their rem ifthefs. He was fcnfiblc that as the publiek tran- 
quility and fafcty of the ftate depends on the ready obfetvauce 
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and Uriel: execution of the Jaws, Co much more do the 
perfection and falsification of a religious ftate conJdfl in the 
moft fcrupulous fidelity in complying with all its rules. Thefe 
are the pillars of the ftrufture : he who (hakes and undermines 
them, throws down the whole edifice and roots up the very 
foundations. Moreover, in the fcrvlce of God nothing is 
fmall : true love is faithful, and never contemns or wilfulJy 
fails in the leaft circumftance or duty, in which the will of God 
is pointed out. Gerfon obferves, how difficult a matter it is, to 
reftore the fpirit of difcipiine when it is once decayed, and that, 
of the two, it is more eafy to found anew Order. From whence 
arifes his juft remark, how grievous the fcanda'i and crime muft 
be of thofe who by their example and tepidity, firlt open a gap 
to the leaft habitual irregularity in a religious Order or houfe# 
Seeing no hopes of a fuificient reformation, St. Robert ap- 
pointed another abbot at Molefme, and with St. Alberick, St. 
Stephen and other fervent monks, they being twenty-one in num- 
ber, with the permiffion of Hugh, archbifhop of .Lyons, and le- 
gate of the holy fee, retired to Citeaux, a marfhy wilder nefs, five 
leagues from Dijon. The vafcount of Beaune gave them the 
ground, and Eudes, afterwards duke of Burgundy, built them 
a little church, which was dedicated under the patronage of 
the Blefled Virgin, as all the churches of this Order from that 
time have been. The monks with their own hands cut dowjt 
trees, and built themfelves a monaftery of wood, and in it 
made a new profeffion of the rule of St. Ben net, which they 
hound themfelves to abferve in its utraoft feverity. This folema 
aft they performed on St Bennet's day, 1098: which is .re- 
garded as the date of the foundation of the Ciltercian Order. 
After a year and fome months St. Hobert was recalled to Mo- 
lefme, and St. Alberick chofen the fecond abbot of Citeaux. 
Thefe holy men, with their riguous filence, recollection and 
humility appeared to frrangers, by their very countenances, as 
angels on earth, particularly to two legates of pope Pafchal 
II. who pacing them a vi lit could not be lariated with fixing 
their eyes on their faces ; which, though <;xtenu..tL\i with ex- 
treme uullcrities, breathed an amiable peace and inward joy, 
with an heavenly air refulting from their aflid nous humble con- 
version with God, by which they leemtxl transformed into 
citizens of heaven. Alberick obtained uoui Pafchal IL the 
confirmation of his Order, in 1100, and compiled feveral fta- 
tutcs to enforce the ft net obfcrvaiice of the ruk- of St. BenneC 
according to the letter. Hugh, duke of Burgundy, after a 
feign of three years, becoming a monk at Cluni, rcfigned his 
principality to his brother Eudes, who was the founder of Ci- 
teaux, and who, charmed with the virtue of thefe monks, 
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came to live in their neighbourhood, and lies buried in their 
church with feveral of his fucceftburs. He was great grand Ton 
to Robert, the firft. duke of Burgundy, fon to Robert king of 
France, and brother to king Henry I. The fecond fon of duke 
Jiudes, named Henry, made his religious profeflion under St. 
Alberick, and died holily at Citeaux. St. Alberick finifhed his 
courfe on the twenty-fixth of January 1109, and St. Stephen 
was chofen the third abbot. The Order feemed then in great 
danger of failing : it was the aftonifhment of the univerfe, but 
had appeared fo auftere, that hitherto fcarce any had the cou- 
rage to embrace that inftitute. St. Stephen who had been the 
greater! afliftant to his two predeceflbrs in the foundation, car- 
ried its rule to the higher! perfection, and propagated the Or- 
der exceedingly, fo as to be regarded as the principal among its 
founders, as Le Nain obferves. 

It was his firft care to fecure, by the bell fences, the eiTen- 
tial fpirit of fblitude and poverty. For this purpofe, the fre- 
quent vifits of ftrangers were prevented, and only the duke of 
Burgundy permitted to enter. He al Co was intreated not to 
keep his court in the monaftery on holydays, as he had been 
accuftomed to do. Gold and filver crofles were baniflied out 
of the church, and a crofs of painted wood, and iron candle- 
flicks were made ufe of: no gold chalices were allowed, but on- 
ly filver gilt 5 the veftments, ftoles and maniples, &c. were 
made of common cloth and fringes, without gold or filver. The 
intention of this rule was, that every object, might ferve to en- 
tertain the fpirit of poverty in this auftere Order. The founder, 
with this holy view, would have poverty to reign even in the 
church, where yet he required the utmoft neatnefs and decen- 
cy, by which this plainnefs and Simplicity appeared with a ma- 
jefty well becoming religion and the houfe of God. If riches 
are to be difplaycd, this is to be done in the firft place to the 
honour of Him who beftowcd them, as God himfeif was pleafed 
to fhew in the temple built by king Solomon. Upon this con- 
fidcration the monks of Cluni ufed rich ornaments in the fer- 
vice of the church. But a very contrary fpirit moved fome of 
that family afterwards to cenfure this rule of the Ciftercians, 
which St. Bernard ju/Hficd by his apology. Let not him that 
eatcth^ defpijh him that eat ct h riot (1). And many- faints have 
thought a neat fimplichy and plainnefs even in their churches, 
more A li tabic to that fpirit of extraordinary auftcrity and po- 
verty which they profefled. The Ciftcrcian monks allotted fe- 
ver a 1 hours in the day to manual labour, copying books, or fa- 
ded fludiciJ, St. Stephen, who was a moil learned man, pub- 
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lifted a very correct copy of the Bible, which he made for the 
ufe of the monks, having collated it with innumerable manu- 
fcripts, and confulted many learned Jews on the Hebrew text. 
But God was pleafed to vifit him with trials, that his virtue 
might be approved when put to the teft. The duke of Bur- 
gundy and his court were much offended at being fhut out of 
the monaftery, and withdrew their charities and protection : 
by which means the monks, who were not able totally to fubfift 
by their labour in their barren woods and fivampy ground, were 
reduced to extreme want : in which preffing necefiity St. Ste- 
phen went out to beg a little bread from door to door : yet re- 
fufed to receive any from a Simoniacal priefh For though this 
Order allows not begging abroad, as contrary to its eflential re- 
tirement ; fuch a cafe of extreme neceflity muft be excepted, as 
Le Nain obferves. The faint and his holy monks rejoiced in this 
their poverty, and in the hardmips and fufferings which they felt 
under it; but were comforted by frequent fenfible marks of the 
divine protection. This trial was fucceeded by another. In 
the two years nil, and 1112, ficknefs fwept away the greater 
part of this fmall community. St. Stephen feared he mould 
leave no fuccefTours, to inherit, not worldly riches, but his por- 
verty and penance; and many prefumed to infer that their in- 
ftitute was too fevere, and not agreeable to heaven. St. Stephen, 
with many tears recommended to God his little flock , and af- 
ter repeated affurances of his protection, had the confolation to 
receive at once into his community St. Bernard, with thirty 
gentlemen : whofe example was followed by many others. St. 
Stephen then founded other monafteries, which he peopled with 
his monks; as La Ferte in the diocefe of Challons in U13; 
Pontigni near Auxerre in n 14; Clairvaux in 1115, /or fcvcral 
friends of St. Bernard who was appointed the firft abbot ; and 
Morimond in the diocefe of Langres. St. Stephen held the 
firft general chapter in 11 16. Cardinal Guy, archbifhop of 
Vienne, legate of the holy fee, in 11 17, made a vifit to Ci- 
teaux, carried St. Stephen to his diocefe, and founded there, 
in a valley, the abbey of Bonnevaux. He was afterwards 
pope under the name of Calixtus II. and dying in 11 24, or- 
dered his heart to be carried to Citeaux, and put into the hands 
of St. Stephen. It lies behind the high altar in the old church. 
St. Stephen in his fecond general chapter made fcvcral new fta- 
tutcs, called the Charter of Charity, He caufed afterwards a 
collection of facred ceremonies and cufto/ns to be drawn up, 
under the name of the Ufages of Citeaux > and a ihort hillory of 
the beginning of the Order to be written, called the Exordium of 
Citeaux. the holy founder made a journey into FJ and era in 
1125; and in JI 3 2 > waited on pope Innocent 11. who was 
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Come into France, In 1228, he and St. Bernard aflifted at the 
council of Troyes, being fummoned to it by the bifhop of 
Alba, legate of the apoftolick fee. The biftiop of Paris, the 
archbifliop of Sens, and other prelates befought the mediation 
of St, Stephen with the king of France, and with the pope in 
affairs of the greateft importance. The Ciftercian monks came 
over alfo into England in the time of St. Stephen. The ex- 
treme aufterity and fan£tity of the profeflbrs of this. Order, 
■which did not admit any relaxation in its difcipline for two 
hundred years after its institution, were a fubjecl: of aftonifhment 
and edification to the whole world, as is defcribed at large by 
Oderick Vitalis, St. Peter abbot of Cluni, William of St. 
Thierry, William of Malmefbury, Peter abbot of Cells, Ste- 
phen bifhop of Tournay, cardinal James of Vitry, pope Inno- 
cent III. &c. who mention with amazement their rigorous fl- 
lence, their abftinence from flefh-meat, and for the moft part, 
fromfifh, eggs, milk and cheefe; their lying onftraw, long watch- 
ings from midnight till morning and aufterefafts 5 their bread as 
hard as the earth itfelf ; their hard labour in cultivating defert 
lands to produce the pulfe and herbs on which they fubfifted ; 
their piety, devotion and tears in finging the divine office - 9 the 
chearfulnefs of their countenances breathing an holy joy in pale 
and mortified faces 3 the poverty of their houfes - 9 the lowli- 
nefs of their buildings, &c. 

The faint having aflembled the chapter of his Order in 1133, 
when all the other bufinefs was difpatched, alleging his great 
dge, infirmities and incapacity, begged moft earneflly to be dif- 
charged from his office of general, that he might in holy fo- 
litude haveleifure to prepare himfelf to appear at the judgment 
feat of Chrift. All were afflicted, but durft not oppofe his 
defire. The chapter chofe one Guy ; but the faint di (covering 
him unworthy of fuch a charge, in a few days he was depofed, 
and Raynard, a holy difciple of St. Bernard, created general. 
St. Stephen did not long furvive the election of Raynard. 
Twenty neighbouring abbots of his Order aflembled at Citeaux 
to attend at his death. Whilft he was in his agony he heard 
many whifpering that, after fo virtuous and penitential a life, he 
could have nothing to fear in dying: at this he laid to them 
trembling : 44 J allure you that I go to God in fear and trcm- 
4C hling. 11* my bafenefs fhould be found to have ever done 
44 any good, even in this f fear left I fhould not have prc- 
c4 ferveil that grace with the humility and care I ought. ** He 
palled to immortal f.'Wy on ihc twenty-eighth of Maich 1 1 34, 
and war. interred in the tomb of St. Alhenck, in which alfo 
many of Ins fiuvi.fiom> lie bwricJ, the el if!<*r. u;ur the 
door oi the chinch. His Onlei ! . ■ :. v ■• fuft 
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clais with an oflave. The Roman martyrology honours hirh 
on this feventeenth of April, the day on which he was ca- 
nonized. 

APRIL 18. 

St. APOLLONIUS the Apologift, 

Martyr. 

From Eufebius hi/i. b. 5. c. 21. Sr. Jerotn Cat. c. 42. Tertull. 

Apol. 

A. D. j 86. 

* # 

M Argus Aurelius had perfecuted the chriftians from 
principle, being a bigoted pagan : but his Ton Coin- 
modus, who, in 180, fucceeded him in the empire, after 
forne time though a vicious man, fhewed himfelf favour- 
able to them out of regard to Marcia, a lady whom he 
had honoured with the title of emprefs, and who was an 
admirer of the faith. During this calm the number of tfye 
faithful was exceedingly increafed, and many perfqns of t,he 
firft rank inlifted themfelves under the banner of the cro fs 9 
of which number was Apollonius, a Roman fenator. He 
was a perfon very well verfed bqth in philofophy and the holy 
fcripture. Jn the midft of the peace which the church enjoyed', 
he was pubiickly accufed of chriftianity by one of his own 
ilaves, named Severus, before Perennis, prefecl: of the Pntto- 
num. The Have was immediately condemned by the prefect 
to have his legs broke, and to be put to death, in confequence 
of an edidt of Marcus Aurelius, who, without repealing the 
former laws again 11: convicted chriftians, ordered by it that 
their accufers ihould be put to death. The fluve being exe- 
cuted, purfuant to the fentence already mentioned, the fame 
judge fqnt an order to his mafter, St. Apollonius, to renounce 
religion as he valued his life and fottunc. The faint cou- 
rageoufly rejected fuch ignominious terms of fafety, whciefore 
Perennis referred him to the judgment of the Roman fen ate, 
commanding him to give an account of his faith to that body. 
The martyr hereupon compofed an excellent difcourfe, hut 

Whi^h hgs n.pt reached our times, in vindication of the chriiiian 

I 4 religion, 
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religion, and fpoke it in a full fenate. St. Jerom, who had 
perufecl it, did not know whether more to admire the eloquence 
or the profound learning both (acred and profane of its illuftrU 
ous author : who, perfihririg in his rciufal to comply with the 
condition, was condemned by a decree of the fenate, and be* 
headed about the year i86 3 of Com mod us the fixth It is 

the 



(a) It feems a ilrange incon- 
fiftency that Marcus Aurclius 
fhould be the author of fuch an 
editt as was before mentioned. 
But no lefs glaringly abfurd and 
unjuil was the anfwer of Trajan 
to Pliny the Younger, that chri- 
itians ought not to be fought af 
ter, yet that they were to be 
condemned, if accufed. Which 
Tertullian juttly confutes by a 
keen raillery, and this dilemma : 
*• If they are criminal, why are 
** they not fought after ? if in- 
* f nocent, why are they pu- 

niflied?" (Apol c. 2.) It is 
certain that Marcus Aurelius, 
with all his philofophical virtues 
and princely qualities, did not 
love the chrifhans ; as is clear 
from unqueftionabie authority, 
even from his own book. And 
befides a tincture of fu perdition 
and philofbphick phrenzy, a 
mixture of weaknefs was blended 
in his character, notwithilanding 
the boafted cry of his wifdom. 
And it was certainly to act out 
of character, and more like a 
pedant than a prince, for a 
Roman emperour, in his old 
age, to trudge with his book, 
like a fchool-boy to the houfe 
of Sextus the philofopher, to 
learn his teflon. After his mi- 
raculous victory in Germany, in 
174, he published an edict in 
favour of the chrillians : but his 
boon was not complete. C0111- 
modus did not pcrlccute them, 
yet would not protect them 
againlt the fenate, which in ge- 

31 oral was never favourable to 



cbriftianity: ar.d fome cmpei ours 
who were m^dly inclined* feem 
to have opp jelled rue chu.tians 
only' to gain the crtcem * ilut 
refpcciable body Jt is .:-;::in 

objected i-y fome to this hiifcory 
of St Apolionius, that no flavc 
would ha T *e cxpofed himfelf to 
certain death by accufing his ma- 
tter. But this the in former did 
not expect would be his fate. He 
might be ignorant of iuch an 
edict, or pejluadcd he had no- 
thing to fear iroin it: and the 
hope of liberty, the encourage- 
ment of fome powerful pagan, 
and other fuch motives might 
prompt him to perpetrate this 
villainy. He doubtlefs hoped to 
make his court to fome perfons; 
for men in power are often fond 
of informers. The perjuries and 
villainies of thofe rnifcrcants had 
rendered them odious at Rome. 
Tacitus the hiftorian calls them, 
gchns bomittum publico exit to refer- 
turn, ct ptcnzs tiunquam fat is r«er» 

cituw. Titus, Ncrva and Tra- 
jan had made fevere edicts againll 
that tribe. St. Cyprian, when 
affced at his trial the names of 
thepriells at Carthage, anfvvcrcd, 
tliat the civil Jaws juitJy con- 
demned delators. A Have that 
accufed his mailer by the Roman 
laws was liable to be put to death. 
See Cod. 1. x. tit. xi. and the 
notes. In the prelcnt cafe, the 
fenate might condemn St. A pol- 
Jonius by the refcript of 'Trajan 
to Pliny or other former laws : 
yet punifli the (lave, not to en- 
courage fuch bale informers* 
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<* "the prerogative of the chriftian religion to infpire men with fuch 
refolution, and form them to fuch heroifm, that they rejoice to 
facrifice their life to truth. This is not the bare force and ex- 
ertion of nature, but the undoubted power of the Almighty* 
whofe firength is thus made perfett in weaknefs. Every chriftian 
ought to be an apologift for his religion by the fanctity of his 
manners. Such would be the force of univerfal good example, 
that no libertine or infidel could withftand it. But by the fcan- 
dal and irregularity of our manners we fight againft Chrift, and 
draw a reproach upon his moft holy religion. Thus through 
us are his name and faith blafphemed among the Gentiles. 

On the fame DAY 

St. Galdin, archbifhop of Milan, C. He was born at Milan, 
of the molt illuftrious houfe of the VavalTors of La Scala, famous 
in the hiitory of Italy. Innocence and virtue were the ornaments of 
his youth, and prepared him for the miniltry of the altar. Being 
promoted to holy orders, he was by the archbifhop made his chancel- 
lor and archdeacon, and from that time began to bear the chief 
weight of the epifcopal charge, which was at no time more heavy 
or difficult. Pope Adrian IV. an Englifhman, died in 1 1 59, and 
Alexander III. a perfon eminent for his fkill in theology and in the 
canon law, was chofen to fucceed him; but five cardinals prefumed. 
to form a fchifm in favour of O&avian, • under the name of Victor. 
• The emperour Frederick I. furnamed from the colour of his beard and 
hair, iEnobarbus, and by the Italians BarbaroiTa, a prince whofullied 
the reputation which feveral victories, and great natural parts had 
acquired him, by many acts of tyranny, carried on an unjuft quar- 
rel with feveral popes fucceilively ; feizing the revenues of vacant 
ecciefiaitical benifices, ufurping the inveititure and nomination of 
bifliops, and openly making a Simoniacal traffick of all that was 
facred. It is not therefore itranore, that fuch a prince mould declare 
himfclf the patron and protector of a fchifm which had been raifed 
only by his faction and intereft in Rome. The city of Milan of- 
fended him in 115 9, by claiming an exclufive right of choofmg its 
own magiflrates 5 and ltill more the year following by openly ac- 
knowledging Alexander I II. for true pope. The emperour highly 
incenfed hit down before it with a great army in 1161 ; and after a 
fiege of ten months, in 1162, compelled it to furrender at discre- 
tion. In revenge he razed the town, filled up the ditches, levelled 
the walls and houfes with the ground, and cauied fait to be fown upon 
the place, as a mark that this city was condemned never more to be 
rebuilt. The bodies of the three kings, which he found there in the 
church of St. liullo rgius, he ordered to be removed to Cologn on 
this occafion. The archbifhop Hubert dying in 1166, Galdin, 
though abfent was pitched upon for his fucceiTour ; and the pope 
who confecratcd him with his own hands, created him cardinal and 
legate of the holy ice. The new pallor made it his iirlt care to 
'-omfbrt and encourage his dillrcfled ilock ; and, wherever he was 

able 
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able to exert his influence, to abpli/h the fefcifm, Ifi which he ef. 
f ©equally fucceeded throughout all Lombardy. The Lombard 
cities had unanimoufly entered into a common league to rebuild 
Milan. When the walls and moats were finilhed, the inhabitants 
with great joy returned into their city on the twenty -feventh 
of April 1167. The emperour again marched agai nit it, but was 
defeated by the Milanefe ; and feeing Lombardy, Venice, the 
kingdom of Sicily and all Italy united in an obftinate league 
againft him, he agreed to hold a conference with the pope at Ve- 
nice, in which he abjured the fchifm* and made his peace with the 
church in 1 1 77 (a). The diffracted Hate of the commonwealth did 
not hinder our faint from attending diligently to his pastoral duties 
He preached affiduoufly, aflifted the poor who had always the firll 
place in his heart, and made it his ftudy to prevent all their wants 
ipiritual and corporal. By humility he always appeared as the laft 
in his flock, and by charity he looked upon the burdens and mife- 
ries of every one as his own. He fought out the miferable amidf! 
the molt fqualid fcenes of wretchednefs, and afforded them all ne- 
ceffary relief. But the fpiritual neceffiries of the people, both gene- 
ral and particular, challenged his principal attention. He reilored 
difcjpline, extinguiftied all the factions of the fchifmaticks, and 
zealoufly confuted the hereticfes called Cathari, a kind of Matii- 
chees, who had been left in Lombardy from the dregs of the im- 
pious army of the emperour Frederick. Affiduous prayer was the 
chief means by which the faint drew down the dew of the divine 
benediction both upon his own foul, and upon his labours. As 
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{a) That Alexander III. fet 
his foot on the neck of the em- 
perour Frederick in the porch of 
St. Mark's church in Venice, on 
this occafion, is a notorious for- 
gery, as Baronius, Na talis Alex- 
a»der(in Sarc. iz. art. 9. in Alex. 
III.) and all other judicious hi- 
ftorians dcrnonitrate from the fi- 
Jtence of all cotemporary writers, 
as of Romuald archbilhop of 
Salerno who wrote jhe hiilory 
of Alexander, and of this very 
transaction at which he hinifpfr 

was prefent both in the council 
of Venice, and at the absolution 
of the emperour: alfo of Mat- 
thew of Paris, William of Tyre, 
and Roger of Hoveden. Nor 
is the ftory conftftent with rea- 
ion or with the lingular mcek- 
nefs of Alexander, who, when 

the fecond ontipope, John of 



S.trume called Calixtus III. had 

renounced the Cchifm in I f 78, al- 
ways treated him with the great- 
eft humanity and honour, and 
entertained him at his own table. 
At Venice indeed, among the 
great exploits of the Common- 
wealth, are exquifitely painted, 
in the fenate-houfe, this pretend 
ed humiliation of Frederick, and 
their great naval victory over 
his fon Otho, and the triumph 
of the Lombard cities over hii 
land army. But painters and 
poets are equally allowed the 
liberty of fictions or emblemati- 
cal reprefentations. The pic- 
tures, moreover, are modern, and 
no more amount to a proof of tU 
fact than the bead-roll Aory of 

the bedel of Weftminfter abi»tf 
might do. 



* 4 



ipril 19; St. LEO IX. C. 123 

jjtfofes defcended from the mountain on which he had converted 
^ith God, with his face fhining, fo that others were not able to fix 
their eyes upon it : fo this holy man appeared in his publick func- 
tions, and announced the divine word, inflamed by prayer, with an 
ardour and charity which feemed heavenly, and both ftruck and at- 
grafted the moft obftinate. On the laft day of his life, though too 
^eak to fay mafs, he mounted the pulpit at the gofpel, and preached 
frith great vigour a long and pathetick fermon : but towards the 
tfofe fell into a fwoon, and about the end of the mafs expired in 
the pulpit on the eighteenth of April 1x76. All lamented in him 
fee lofs of a father, but found him itijl an advocate in heaven, as 
ihany miracles attefted. 
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St. LEO IX. Pope, C. 

From his two fives, and the councils, in Henfchenius, Zffc. 

A. D. 1054. 

t 

THIS great pope received in baptifin the name of Bruno* 
He was born in Alface, in 1002, with his body marked 
ill over with little red crofles : which was attributed to the in~ 
tenfe meditation of his pious mother on the paffion of Chrift (a). 
He was of the illuftrious houfe of Dapfibourg or Afbpurg in 
that province, being the fon of Hugh, coufin german to the 
mother of the pious emperour Conrad the Salick. He had his 
education under Berthold, the virtuous and learned biftiop of 
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(a) By whatmean3 the imagi- 
nation, under the violent irapref- 
lion of fome itrong image or paf- 
fion, in pregnant mothers fhould 
iniprefs vifible marks on the or- 
gans of the child in the womb, 
jvhillt the circulation of fluids 
is the fame through the body of 
the child and that of the mo- 
ther ; and the former is fo tender 
>n us frame, that if blown upon 
«>y wind, it would retain the 

it; a problem which we 
C:iu more account for than wc 
can undcriland the general laws 



of the union between the foul 
and body in ourfelves. But what- 
ever fome late phyficians have 
faid to the contrary, innumerable 
inconteitable facls might be ga- 
thered to evince the truth of the 
thing. Probably the fpirits or 
finews of the mother receive a 
power of conveying a fcnfiblc 
image, and fhongly imnrelfing 
it on the inward parts of the 
tender embryo ; of which JDr. 
Mead is an unexceptionable 

voucher. 
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Toul 5 and after his firft ftudies was made a canon in that ca, 
thcdral. His time was principally divided betwixt prayer, 
pious reading and his ftudies . and the hours of recreation he 
employed in vifiting the hofpitals and inftrudting the poor, 
When he was deacon he was called to the court of the empe. 
rour Conrad, and was much honoured by that prince. The 
young clergyman difplayed an extraordinary talent for bufinefs; 
but never omitted his long exercifes of devotion, or his ufual 
fails and other aufrere mortifications. In 1026, he was chofen 
hijhop of Toul. The emperour endeavoured to perfuadc him 
to defer his confecration till the year following : but the faint 
hailcned to the care of the church of which he was to give an 
account to God, and was confecrated by his metropolitan the 
archbifhop of Triers 5 but refufed to take an unjull and dan- 
gerous oath which he exacted of his fuffragans, that they would 
do nothing but by his advice. Bruno began to difchargc his 
paftoral office by the reformation of the clergy and monks, 
whom he confidered as the moft illuftrious portion of the flock 
of Chrift, and the fait of the earth. By his care the monaftick 
difcipline and fpirit were revived in the great rnonafteries of Se- 
nones, Jointures, Eftival, Bcdonminfter, Middle- Moutier and 
St. Manfu or Manfuet. He reformed the manner of celebrating 
the divine office, and performing the church mufick, in which he 
took great delight. A Toul that truly loves God makes the 
divine praifes the comfort of her prefent exile. The faint was 
indefatigable in his labours to advance the fervice of God 
and the falvation of fouls. Ainidft his great actions it was 
moft admirable to fee how little he was in his own eyes, 
Pie every day ferved and wafhed the feet of feveral poor perfons, 
His life was an uninterrupted feverc courfe of penance by the 
practice of fecrct aufterities and a conftant fpirit of compunc- 
tion. Patience and meeknefs were the arms by which he tri- 
umphed over envy and refentmcnt, when many flrove to bring 
him into difgrace with the emperour and others. Out of de- 
votion to St. Peter he vilited once a year the tombs of the apo- 
files at Rome. After the death of pope Damafus II. in 1048, 
in a diet of prelates and noblemen, with legates and deputies 
of the church of Rome, held at Worms, and honoured with 
the prcfencc of the pious emperour Henry III. funianicd & 
Blacky Bruno, who had then governed the fee of Toul twenty* 
two years, was pitched upon as the moft worthy pcrfon to be 
exalted to the papacy. He being prefent ufed all his endea- 
vours to avert the ftorm from falling on his head ; and at 
length begged three days to deliberate upon the matter. 
This term he fpent in tears and prayers, and in fo rigorous a 

faft that he neither cat or drank during all that time, The 

term 
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bcino- expired he returned to the aflembly, and hoping to 
nvince his electors of his unworthinefs made a publick gene- 
confe/fion before them of the fins of his whole life, with 
abundance of tears, which drew alfo tears from all that were 
nfefent : yet no man changed his opinion. He yielded at laft 
%\y on condition that the whole clergy and people of Rome 
ould agree to his promotion. After this declaration he re- 
urned to Toul, and foon after Eafter fet out for Rome in the 
iabit of a pilgrim; and alighting from his horfe fome miles 
before he arrived at the city walked to it, and entered it bare- 
frot. He was received with univerfal acclamations, and his 
flection ratified. He took pofieifton of the fee on the twelfth 
of February 1049, under the name of Leo IX. being about 
forty-feven years old. He held it only five years, but they 
vcre filled with good works. He laboured ftrenuoufly in extir- 
pating fimony, and the inceftuous marriages which many noble- 
jnen had prefumed to contract. In 1050, in a council at Rome ? 
jje condemned the new herefy of Eerengarius, archdeacon of 
Angers, a man full of felf conceit, and a lover of novelty, who 
preached againfr, the myftery of tranfubftantiation in the holy 
cucharift (b). 

St. Leo held another council at Vercelli the fame year, com- 
ofed of prelates from feveral countries, who unanimoufly con- 
rmed the cenfure palled at Rome on Berengarius and his te- 
nets. Michael Cerularius, patriarch of Conftantinople began to 
renew the fchifm of the Greek church, which had been former- 
ly commenced by Photius but again healed. In 1053, Ceru- 
jarius and Leo bifhop of Acrida wrote a joint letter to the bi- 
fhop of Trani in Italy, in which they objected to the Latins, 
that they celebrated the holy eucharifr. in unleavened bread, 
failed on the Saturdays in Lent, refrained not from eating 
blood, omitted to fing Alleluia in Lent, and other fuch like 
•points of difcipline. Malice mult be to the lafl degree extra- 
vagant which could pretend to ground a fchifm upon fuch ex- 
ceptions. 



(£) Never was any herefy more 
wnanimoufly condemned over the 
whole church 'J 'he unhappy 
author thrice folcmnly retracted 
it, viz. in the Roman council of 
i»«;biihops, held by pope JMi- 
<hola & J]. (Cone. T. 9. p. 1 101.) 
a»(l alter his relapfe, again in 
Roman council of Gregory 
; vU. in 1078, and in a third 
Ionian council under the fame 

■t^Pc in 1079, 'Lhc writers of 



that age tefli fy that he died in 
the catholick faith. William of 
Malmemuiy writes, that he ex- 
pired in 108S, trembling, after 

making the following declara- 
lion. 44 This day will my Lord 
Jems Chrilt appear to me ei- 
ther to glory, by his mercy, 
through my repentance; or as 
I fear, on the account of 
** other.;, to my puiufhment." 
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ceptions. St. Leo anfwered him by an exhortation to peace 
. alleging for thefe practices of difcipline the ancient law aitf 
tradition from St. Peter, efpecially for the ufe of unleavened 
bread in the holy eucharift. He lent cardinal Humbert his l e . 
gate to Conftantinople to vindicate the Latin church again}, 
the exceptions of the Greeks, and prelerve them in union 
with the Latins. He compoled a learned and ample apology 
fbf this purpofe ; but was not able to overcome the obftinacj 
of Cerularius, whofe artifices drew the greater part of the oii. 
ental churches into his Ichifin. By his fa£Hous fpirit he alfo 
embroiled the ftate : for which Ifaac Comnenus himfelf whom 
he had raifed to the throne the year before, was preparing to 
chaftife him, when his death prevented his punifhment in 1058, 
The Normans in the eleventh century expelled the Saracens 
and Greeks out of the kingdom of Naples, but became them- 
felves troubleforhe and enterprifing neighbours to the holy fee, 
Pope Leo implored againft them the fuccours of the emperour 
Henry IIL to whom he made over Fuld, Bamberg and other 
lands which the popes then poflefled in Germany, receiving in 
exchange Benevento and its territory in Italy. With thefe 
fuccours his Holinefs hoped to check the Normans, but his ar- 
my was defeated by them, and himfelf taken prifoner in a cer* 
tain village, and detained near a year, though always treated 
with great honour and refpe£h He fpent his time in faffing 
and prayer, wore a hair-cloth next his fkin, lay on a matt on 
the floor with a Hone for his pillow, flept little, and gave 
large alms. Falling fick he was honourably fent back to 
Rome, as he defined > Perceiving his end to draw nigh he made 
moving exhortations to his prelates 5 then caufed himfdlf to 
be carried into the Vatican church, where he prayed long, and 
difcourfed on the refurre&ion on the fide of his grave. Hav- 
ing received extreme-utt£tion, he defired to be carried to the 
altar of St. Peter and fet down before it : where he prayed an 
hour proftrate : then being lifted up again upon his couch he 
heard mafs, received the Viaticum, and foon after calmly ex- 
pired on the nineteenth of April 1054, being fifty years old. 
Miracles which followed his death, proclaimed his glory with 
God. His name is inferted in the Roman martyrology. 
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St SLPHEGEj Archbifliop of Can- 
terbury, JVT. 



» * 

From his genuine life written by Ofbern^ a monk of Canterbury in 
1076, but Jinijhed by Eadmer^ as Air, Wharton dtj covered^ 
who has given us a more ample and correSi edition of it than ei- 
ther the Bollandi/is of" Mabillon had been able to fifrnijb. 

A. D. 1012. 



ST. ELPriEGE was born of noble and virtuous parents, who 
gave him a good education. Fearing the in ares of riches, he 
. renounced the world whilft he was yet very young ; and though 
moft dutiful to his parents in all other things, he in this coura- 
geoufly overcame the tears of his tender mother. He ferved 
God firft in the rrionaftery of Derherfte in Glouceftermire- 
His defire of greater perfection taught him always to think that 
he had not yet begun to live to God. After forrie years he left 
Derherfte^ and built himfelf a cell in a defert place of the abbey- 
of Bath, where he fliut himfelf up, unknown to men, but well 
known to God, for whofe love he made himfelf a voluntary 
martyr of penance. His virtue after fome time fhone to men the 
brighter through the veils of his humility, and many noblemen 
and others addrefled themfelves to him for inftructions in the 

***** 

paths of perfection, and he was at length obliged to take lipoi* 
him the direction of the great abbey of Bath, rerfection is more 
difficultly maintained in numerous houfes. St. Elphege la- 
mented bitterly the irregularities of the tepid among the bre- 
thren, efpecially little junketings, from which he in a fhort 
time reclaimed them 5 and God by the fudden death of one, 
opened the eyes of all the reft. The good abbot would not 
tolerate tne leaft relaxation in his community, being fenfiblfe 
how fmall a breach may totally deftroy the regularity of a 
houfe. He ufed to fay, that it would have been much 
better for a man to have flaid in the world, than to be an im- 
perfect monk 5 and that to wear the habit of a faint without 
haying the (pirit was a perpetual lie, and an hypocrify which 
infults, but can never impofe upon Almighty God. St. Ethel- 
wold, hi/hop of Wincheiter, dying in 984, St. Dunftan being 
admonifhed by St. Andrew in a vifion obliged our holy abbot 
to ' quit his Kblitude, and accept of epifcopal confecratioii. The 

virtues of lilphegc became more cojifpicuous in this l)igh ila- 

tion, 
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tion, though he was no more than thirty years of age when he 
was firft placed in it. In winter, how cold foever it was, he 
always rofe at midnight, went out, and prayed a long time 
barefoot, and without his upper garment. He never eat ifcft 
unlefs on extraordinary occafions. He was no Jefs remarkable 
for charity to his neighbour, than fever ity to himfelf. He ac- 
cordingly provided fo liberally for the indigencies of the poor, 
that during his time there were no beggars in the whole dio- 
cefe of Winchefter. The holy prelate had governed the fee 
of Winchefter twenty-two years with great edification, when 
after the death of archbimop Alfrick, in 1006, he was tranf- 
lated to that of Canterbury, being fifty-two years of age. He 
who trembled under his former burden was much more terri- 
fied at the thought of the latter : but was compelled to ac- 
quiefce. Having been at Rome to receive his pall, he held a 
great national council at CEnham, in 1009, in which thirty- 
two canons were publifhed for the reformation of errours and 
abufes, and the eftablifhment of difcipline, and among other 
things, the then ancient law commanding the faft on Friday 
was confirmed (1). 

The Danes at that time made the moft dreadful havock in 
England. They landed where they pleafed, and not only 
plundered the country, but committed exceffive barbarities on 
the natives, with little or no oppofition from the weak king 
Ethelred. Their army being joined by the traiterous carl 
Edrick, they marched out of the Weft into Kent and fat 
down before Canterbury. But before it was inverted, the 
Englilh nobility, perceiving the danger the place was in, de- 
fired the arehbiihop then in the city to provide for his fecuiity 
by flight, which he refufed to do, faying, that it was the part 
only of an hireling to abandon his Hock in the time of danger. 
During the liege he often fent out to the enemies to dclire 
them tofpare his innocent fheep, whom he endeavoured to ani- 
mate againft the worft that could happen. And having pre- 
pared them, by his zealous exhortations, rather to fuftcr the ut- 
moft than renounce their faith, he gave them the bleiled eu- 
charift, and recommended them to the divine protection. 
While he was thus employed in aflifting and encouraging his 
people, Canterbury was taken by /form. The infidels on en- 
tering the city made a dreadful {laughter of all that came in 
their way, without difHnclion of fox or age. Hie holy pre- 
late was no fooner apprifed of the barbarity of the enemy, but 
breaking from the monks, who would have detained him in 
the chinch where they thought lie might be fafc, he prelM 

through 

(1) Spcljjian Cone. Brit, T. 1. p. 510. 
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through the Danifh troops and made his way to the place of 
/laughter. Then turning to the enemy he defired them to for- 
bearthe maflacre of his people, and rather difcharge their fury 
upon him, crying out to the murderers : cc Spare thefe inno- 
* fc cent perfons. There is no glory in fpilling their blood. 
« Turn your indignation rather againfr. me, I have reproached 
" you for your cruelties : I have fed, clothed and ranfomed thefe 
" your captives." The archbifhop talking with this freedom 
was immediately feized, and ufed by the Danes with all man- 
ner of barbarity. Not content with making him the fpedtator 
of the burning of his cathedral, and the decimation of his 
monks, and of the citizens, having torn his face, beat and 
kicked him unmercifully, they laid him in irons and confined 
him feveral months in a filthy dungeon. But being afflicted with 
an epidemical mortal cholick in their army, and attributing 
thisfcourge to their cruel ufage of the faint, they drew him out 
of prifon. He prayed for them, and gave to their fick bread 
which he had blefTed ; by eating this their lick recovered, and 
the calamity ceafed. Their chiefs returned thanks to the fervant 
of God, and deliberated about fetting him at liberty, but cove- 
toufnefs prevailing in their council, they exacted for his ran- 
fom three thoufand marks of gold. He faid that the country 
was all laid wafte : moreover, that the patrimony of the poor 
was not to be fquandered away. He therefore was bound again, 
and on Eafter-Saturday was brought before the commanders of 
their fleet which then lay at Greenwich, and threatened with 
torments and death unlefs he paid the ranfom demanded. He 
anfwered, that he had no other gold to offer them than that of 
true wifdom, which confifts in the knowledge and worfhip of 
the living God : which if they refufed to liften to, they would 
one day fare worfe than Sodom ; adding, that their empire 
would not long fubfift in England. The barbarians enraged 
at this anfwer, knocked him down with the backs of their bat- 
tle-axes, and then ftoiicd him. The f^int like St. Stephen 
prayed our Lord to forgive them, and to receive his foul. In 
the end, railing himfclf up a little, he faid : cc O good flicp- 
*' herd ! O incomparable fbepherd ! look with companion on 
" the children of thy church, which I dying recommend to 
cc thee." And here a Dane, that had been lately baptized by 
the faint, perceiving him agonizing and under torture, grieved 
to fee him fuffcr in fo How and painful a manner, to put au 
end to his pain, clove Ins head with his battle- axe-, and 
gave the finifhing ftrokc to his martyrdom. Thus died St. 
Klphcgc on the nineteenth of April 1012, in the fifty-ninth 
year of his age. lie was folemnly interred in the cathedral 
of St. Paul's in London. In 1023, his body was found entire, 
Vol, II, K and 
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and tranflated with honour to Canterbury, where it lay near the 
high altar till the drfperfiori of relicks under Henry VIII. Ha- 
con, TTurkill and the other Danifll commanders perifhed mi* 
ferably foon after, and their numerous fleet of above two hun- 
dred fail was almoft all Jofl: in violent ilorms. St. Elphegeis 
named in the Roman martyrology. 

Our Engliih martyrology commerriorates on the firft of Sep- 
tember another St. Elphege, furnamed the Bald, bifliop of 
Winchefter, which fee he governed from the death of St. Bryn- 
fran in 935? to 953. He is celebrated for his fanclity, and a 
fingular fpirit of prophecy, of which Malmefbury gives fome 
inftances. 



On the fame DAY 



St. Ursmar, biihop and abbot of Lobes. He was born near 
Avefne in Haynault, and grew up from his cradle a model of all 
virtues, in which he made a coritinual progrefs by a life of humility, 
patience and penance, and by an afllduous application to prayer in 
which he ufually med abundance of tears- What he moil earneftly 
anted of God was the gift of an ardent chanty, that all his thoughts 
and actions, and thofe of all men, might, with the moft pure and 
fervent intention, and in the moft perfect manner, be directed in all 
things to fulfil his holy and adorable will. In his converfation it 
was his earneft defire and drift to induce perfons of a fecular life to 
fix their thoughts, as much as the condition of their flate would 
allcw ; on hea enly things ,* and to accompany even their worldly 
bufinefs with fuch afpiradons arid thoughts, and to ftUdy to with- 
draw their hearts from all attachment to creatures. St. Landclin 
had then lately founded the abbey of Lobes on the Snmbre, in a 
territory which is now fubjecl to the prince of Liege, though in the 
diocefe of Cam bray. Urfmar here put on the monaftiek habit. 
When St LandcJlin retired into a clofer folitude, where he foon af- 
ter built the monaftery of Crefpin, he left Urfmar abbot of Lobes, 
in 686. Our faint redoubled his fervour in all the exercifes of pe- 
nance in this dignity. He never tailed any llefh-meat or fifh, and 
for ten years never once touched bread, not even in a dangerous 
ficknefs. He iinifhed the building of his abbey and church, and 
founded Aune and fcveral other monalleries. He often left his dear 
tell to preach the faith to idolaters and finnera. He became the 
apoille of feveral diftricts in the dlocefes of Cambray, Arras, Tour- 
nay, Noyon, Terouennej Laon, IVletz, Triers, Cologne and Mac- 
Jlricht By virtue of a cojnmifiion from the holy fee he exerci/ed 
the functions of a biihop ; his predeceflbr St. Landclin, and hit two 
iueve flours SS. Erinin and Theodulph were hwefted with the fame 
character. In his old age he rufigncd his abbacy to St. Lrmin, ailfl 
died in retirement in 713, being a] moil fixty-ninc years old, on the 
eighteenth day of Aj>ril, on which he is honoured as principal pa- 
iron at JJiiiche, Lobes and Luxembourg ; but is named on the nine- 
teenth, 
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wenth, which was the day of his burial, in the Roman and feve- 
ral other martyrologies. His relicks are venerated at Binche 
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St. AGNES, of Monte Pulciano, Virgin 

and Abbefs. 

From her life written by F. Raymund of Capua , general of the 

Do?ninicans thirty years after her death. 

A, D. 1317- 

T^HIS holy virgin was a native of Monte Pulciano in 
Tufcany. She had fcarce attained to the ufe of reafon, 
when fhe conceived an extraordinary relifh and ardour for 
prayer, and in her infancy often fpent whole hours in reciting 
the Our Father and Hail Mary^ on her knees, in fome private 
corner of a chamber. At nine years of age fhe was placed by 
her parents in a convent of Sackins, of the Order of St. Fran- 
cis, fo called from their habit or at Icaft their Scapular being 
made of fackcloth. Agnes in fo tender an age was a model 
in all virtue to this auftere community : and fhe renounced the 
world, though of a plentiful fortune, being fenfible of its dan- 
gers before fhe knew what it was to enjoy it. At fifteen years 
of age fhe was removed to a new foundation of the Order of 
St. Dominick, at Proceno, in the county of Orvicto, and ap- 
pointed abbefs by pope Nicholas IV. She flept on the ground 
with a ftone under her head in lieu of a pillow 5 and for fifteen 
years fhe fafted always on bread and water, till fhe was obliged 
by her directors, on account of iickncfs, to mitigate her au- 
Iferitics. Her townfmcn earneflly defiring to be poflefled of her 
again, demolifhed a lewd houfe, and creeled upon the fpot a 
nunnery which they bellowed on her. This prevailed on 
her to return, and flic cftablHhcd in this houfe nuns of the 
Order of St. Dominick, which rule fhe hcrfeif profeflcd. The 
gifts of miracles and piophccy rendered her famous among men, 
though humility, charity and patience under her long fickneiles 
were the graces which recommended her to God. She died at 
Monte Pulciano on the twentieth of April, 13 17, being forty 

three years old. Her holy corpfe was, remgved to the Dumini- 

K 2, cans 
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cans church of Orvieto, in 1435, where it remains. Clement 
VIII. approved her office for the ufe of the Order of Sc. D 0 « 
rninick, and inserted her name in the Roman martyrology. 
She was folemnly canonized by Benedict XIII. in 1726. 

On the fame DAY 

B. Herman Joseph, C. He was born at Cologne, and at twelve 
years of age entered the monaftery of regular canons of the Pre- 
jnonftratenfian Order in the dutchy of Juliers. His incredible falls 
and other auilerities, and his extraordinary humility joined with 
affiduous prayer and meditation raifed him to an eminent gift of 
contemplation, which replenifhed his foul with the molt profound 
fentiments of all virtues, and was attended with many heavenly fa. 
vours : but, as it is ufual, this grace was often accompanied with 
fevere interiour trials, He was iingularly devoted to the Blefled 
Virgin. At the very remembrance of the myftery of the incarna- 
tion his foul feenied to melt in tender love ; and he feemed in rap. 
tures whenever he recited the canticle Benedi&us at Lauds. Such 
was his defire of contempt that he one day dellred a peafant to itrike 
him on the face. The other in furprife afked the reafon : " On 
*' account, faid he, of my being a molt filthy and abominable crea- 
(C ture, and becaufe I cannot meet with fo much contempt as f de- 
« 4 ferve." He died about the year 1236. He wrote a commentary 
on the book of Canticles, or fong of Solomon, and fome other 
treatifes on fublime contemplation, which may be ranked with thofe 
of other great mailers in the contemplative way, Thomas a Kem- 
pis, St. Therefa, Thauler, Henry Sulb, Blofius, Lanfpergius, Hil- 
ton, &c. B. Herman is ranked among the faints in his Order and 

in fome churches in the Low Countries. See his life by a fellow 

canon of great virtue in Surius, and the Bollandifts. 
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St. ANSELM, Archbifhop of Canter- 
bury, C. 

His life was written by E a diner ^ bis di/c/'ple, and by John of 
Salijbury. Ml memorials relating to it are co Heeled in the Be- 
ncdicline edition of bis works ; from which a jhort ab/iracl is 
here given 1 a farther detail of bis life and virtues being given in 
our language in Britannia Sancla> to which the reader u re- 
ferred* 

A. D. 1109. 

IF the Norman conquerours {tripped the Englifh nation of 
its liberty and many temporal advantages, it muft be owned 
that by their valour they raifed the reputation of its arms, and 
deprived their own country of its greater! men both in church 
and lbite, with whom they adorned this kingdom : of which 
this great doctor, and his matter Lanfrank, are inftances. St. 
Anfelm was born of noble parents, at Aouft in Piedmont, 
about the year 1033. ^ s pi° us mother took care to give him 
an early tincture of piety, and the impreflions her inftru&ions 
made upon him were as lafring as his life. At the age of fif- 
teen, defirous of ferving God in the monaftick flare, he peti- 
tioned an abbot to admit him into his houfej but was refuted 
out of appruhenlion of his father's riiiplcamre. Neglecting 
during the courfe of his ftudies to cultivate the divine feed in 
his heart, he loft this inclination, fell into tepidity, and with- 
out being teniible of the fatal tendency of vanity and plcafure, 
be^an to walk in the broad way of the world : fo dangerous a 
thing is it to neglect the infpirations of grace. '.The faint in 
his genuine medications exprcllcs the deeperl tentiments oi com- 
punction for thefe di {orders, which his perfect fpirit of penance 
exceedingly exaggerated to him, and which like another David^ 
he never coated molt bitterly to bewail to the? end of his days. 
J he ill ulage he met with from his father induced him* 
•'her his mother's death, to leave 1) is own country, where he had 
made ;i fuecelsful beginning in his Itudies : and after a diligent 
indication to them for three years in JJurguiuly (then a diliinCt 

K. 3 govern- 
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government) and in France, invited by the great fame of Lan- 
frank, prior of Bee in Normandy, under the abbot Herluin, he 
went thither and became his fchoJar. On his father's death 
Anfelm advifed with him about the ftate of life he was to em- 
brace ; as whether he fhould live upon his eftate to employ its 
produce in alms, or fhould renounce it at once and embrace a 
monaftick and eremetical life. Lanfrank, feeling an overbear- 
ing affection for fo promifing a difciple, durft not advife him in 
his vocation, fearing the bias of his own inclination ; but he 
fent him to Maurillus, the holy archbifhop of Rouen. By 
him Anfelm, after he had laid open to him his interiour, was 
determined to enter the monaftick ftate at Bee, and according- 
ly became a member of that houfe at the age of twenty -feven, 
in 1060, under the abbot Herluin. Three years after, Lan- 
frank was made abbot of St. Stephen's at Caen, and Anfelm 
prior of Bee. At this promotion feveral of the monks mur- 
mured on account of his youth ; but by patience and fweetnch 
he won the affections of them all, and by little con defcenfi oris 
at firft. fo worked upon an irregular young monk called Ofbern, 
as to per feci: his converfion, and make him one of the mull: 
fervent. He had indeed fo great a knowledge of the hearts 
and pailions of men, that he feemed to read their interiour in 
their aclions ; by which he difcovered the fources of virtues and 
vices, and knew how to adapt to each proper advice and in- 
ftruclions ; which were rendered moft powerful by the mild- 
nefs and charity with which he applied them. And in regard 
to the management and tutoring of youth, he looked upon ex- 
cefilve feverity as highly pernicious. Eadmer has recorded a 
converfation he had on this fubjecl: with a neighbouring ab- 
bot (i), who, by a conformity to our faint's practice and advice 
in this regard, experienced that fuccefs in his labours which 
he had till then afpircd to in vain by harflmefs and feverity. 

St. Anfelm applied himfeJf diligently to the frudy of every part 
of theology by the clear light of fcriptureand tradition. Whilft 
he was prior at Bee lie wrote his A4onologiu??i^ fo called be- 
caufe in this work he (peaks alone, explaining the mctaphyflcal 
proofs of the exigence and nature of God. AJ/b his Piojh- 
giuM 9 or contemplation of God's attributes, in which he ad- 
dreflcs his di/cour/e to God or himfclf. The Meditations 
commonly called the Manual of St. Auftin, are chiefly cx trail- 
ed out of this hook. It was cenfured by a neighbouring monk, 
which occafioned the faint's Apology. Thcfe and other the 
like works fhew the author to have excelled, in metaphy- 
ficksj all the other doctors of the church Jince St. Aullin. U° 



(1) N. 30. 
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Jjkewife wrote, whiJft prior, On truth, On free-will, and On 
the fall of the devil, or On the origin of evil: alfo his Gramma- 
rian, which is in reality a treatife on Dialeclick or the art of 
reafoning. 

Anlelm's reputation drew to Bee great numbers from all the 
neighbouring kingdoms. Herluin dying in 1078, he was chofen 
abbot of Bee, being forty-five years old, of which he had been 
prior fifteen. The abbey of Bee being poiTefTed at this 
time of fome lands in England, obliged the abbot to make 
his appearance there in perfon at certain times. This occa- 
fione.d our faint's firft journies thither, which his tender regard 
for his old friend Lanfrank, at that time archbifhop of Canter- 
bury, made the more agreeable. He was received with great 
honour and efteem by ail ranks of people, both in church and 
ftatc; and there was no one who did not think it a real mif- 
fortune, if he had not been able to fcrve him in fomething or 
other. King William himfelf, whofc title of Conquerour ren- 
dered him haughty and inaccemble to his fubjedh, was fo af- 
fable to the good abbot of Bee, that he feemed to be another 
man in his prefence. The faint on his fide was all to all, by 
courtefy and charity, that he might Rn<\ occafions of giving 
every one fome fuitable inftru£tions to promote their falvationt 
which were fo much the more effectual, as he communicated 
them, not as fome do with the dictatorial air of a mailer, but 
in afimple familiar manner, or by indirect, though fenfible ex- 
amples. In the year 1092, Hugh, the great earl of Chefter, 
by three preffing meffages, intreated Anfelm to come again into 
England to ailift him then dangeroufly fick, and to aive his ad- 
vice about the foundation of a monaftery, which that noble- 
man had undertaken. A report that he would be made arch- 
bifhop of Canterbury, in the room of Lanfrank deccafcd, made 
him ftand oft for fome time: but he could not forfake his old 
friend in his diftrefs, and at laft came over. He found him re- 
covered, but the affairs of his own abbey and of that which 
the earl was erecting, detained him five months in England. 
I he metropolitan fee of Canterbury had been vacant ever fince 
the death of Lanfrank, in 1089. The faci ilegious and u ran- 
meal king William Rufus, by an injuflice unknowh till his 
tune, uiurpecl the revenues of vacant benefices, and dek-m d 
hu pcrmiffion or Conge d' dirt in order to the filling the epifevjv! 
Jees, that he might the longer enjoy their income/ Having thus 
lei'/ed into his hands the revenues of the archbifhoprick, he 
reduced the monks of Canterbury to a fcanty allowance; up- 
Felling them moreover by his officers with continual iiifuh 
threats and vexations. Me had been much folicited by Uie 
"lull virtuous among the nobility to fupply die fee of Cairn t- 

K 4 bury 
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bury in particular with a perfon proper for that ftation ; but 
continued deaf to all their remonftrances, and anfwered them 
at Chriftmas 1093, that neither Anfelm nor any other mould 
have that bifhoprick whilft he lived ; and this he fwore to by 
the holy face of Lucca, meaning a great crucifix in the cathe- 
dral of that city held in fingular veneration, his ufual oath. 
He was feized foon after with a violent fit of flcknefs, which in 
a few days brought him to extremity. He was then at Glou- 
ccfter, and feeing himfelf in this condition figned a proclama- 
tion, which was publifhed, to releafe all thofe that had been 
taken prifoners in the field, to difcharge all debts owing 
to the crown, and to grant a general pardon : promifmg 
likewife to govern according to law and to punifh the inftru- 
ments of injuftice with exemplary feverity. He moreover 
nominated Anfelm to the fee of Canterbury, at which 
all were extremely fatisfled but the good abbot himfelf, 
who made all the decent oppofition imaginable ; alleging hh 
age, his want of health and vigour enough for fo weighty a 
charge, his unntnefs for the management of publick and fecu- 
lar affairs which he had always declined to the beft of his 
power. The king was extremely concerned at his oppofition, 
and afked him, why he endeavoured to ruin him in the 
other world, being convinced that he mould lofe his foul in 
cafe he died before the arch bifhoprick was Hlhd. The 
king was feconded by the bifhops and others prefent, who not 
only told him they were fcandalized at his refufal, but added, 
that if he perfifted in it, all the grievances of the church 
and nation would be placed to his account. Thereupon they 
forced a paftoral ftaff into his hands in the king's prefence, 
carried him into the church, and fung Te Di 74?nor\ the occafion. 
This was on the fixth of March 1093. He fUll declined the 
charge, till the king had promifed him the reftitution of all the 
lands that were in the pofiefJion of that fee in Lanfrank's 
time. Anfelm alfo infiftccl that he mould acknowledge Urban 
II. for lawf ul pope. Things being thus adjufted, Anfelm was 
confecrated with great foiernnity on the fourth of December, 

in 1 09 3 • 

An /elm had not been long in pofleffion of the fee of Can- 
terbury, when the king, intending to wreft theduichy of Nor- 
mandy out of the hands of his brother Robert, made largo 
demands on his fubjccls for fupplics. On this occafion, not 
content with the five hundred pounds (a very large turn in 
thoic days) offered him by the archbifhop, the king in/iff rd, 
at the infligation of Tome ol his courtiers, on a thonfimd, winch 
Anfelm confrantly rel 11 fed to pay 5 prefling him alio to fill vacant 

u bbcys, and to content that; he bifhops fhouiri hold councils 

as 
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' as formerly, and be allowed by canons to reprefs crimes and 
abufes which were multiplied, and pafled into cuftom for want 
of fuch a remedy 5 elpecially inceftuous marriages and other 
abominable debaucheries. The king was extremely provoked, 
and declared no one fiiould extort irom him his abbeys any 
rnore than his crown (a). And from that day he fought to de- 
prive Anfelm of his fee. William biihopof Durham, and the 
other prelates acquiefced readily in the king's orders, by which he 
forbad them to obey him as their primate or treat him as arch- 
bifhop, alleging for reafon that he obeyed pope Urban, during the 
fchifm, whom the Englifh nation had not acknowledged. The 
king, having brought over mofl- of the bifhops to his meafures, 
applied to the temporal nobility, and bid therm difclaim the 
archbifhop : but they refolutely anfvvered that ilnce he was their 
archbifhop and had a right to fuperintend the affairs of religion, 
it was not in their power to diiengage themfelves from his au- 
thority, efpecialJy as there was no crime or mifdemeanour 
proved again ft him. King William then by his ambafTadour 
acknowledged Urban for true pope, and promifed him a year- 
ly penfion from England, if he would depofe Anfelm; but 
the legate, whom his holinefs fent, toid the king that it "was 
what could not be done. St. Anfelm wrote to the pope to 
thank him for the pall he had fent him by that legate, com- 
plaining of the affliction in which he lived under a burden too 
heavy for him to bear, and regretting the tranquility of his fo- 
litude which he had loft (2). Finding the king always feeking 
occafions to opprefs his church, unlefs he fed him with its trea- 
fuies, which he regarded as the patrimony of the poor (though 
he readily furniihed his contingents in money and troops to his 
expeditions and to all publick burdens) the holy prelate ear- 
jieftly dellrcd to leave England that he might apply in perfon to 
the pope for his counfel and affiftance. The king refufed him 
twice : and on his applying to him a third time he aflured the 
feint that if he left that kingdom he would feize upon the whole 
revenue of the fee of Canterbury, and that he fhould never 
more be acknowledged metropolitan. But the faint being per- 
fuaded he could not in confcicnce abide any longer in the 
realm, to be a witnefs of the oppreflion of the church, and not 
have it in his power to remedy it, fet out from Canterbury, 

in 

(2) 13. 3. ep. 37. 



fa) He did not think himfelf a 
complcat monarch, as Eadmer 
fays, unlefs he melted the mitre 
into the crown, and cngroiled 



the pojllfllon of all jurifdaflion 
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in October 1097, in the habit of a poor pilgrim: made feme 
Hay at Cluni with St. Hugh the abbot, and at Lyons with the 
good archbifhop Hugh. It not being fafe travelling any fur- 
ther towards Rome ,.\z that time on account of the antipope's 
party lying in the way? and Anfeim falling fick foon after, 
this made it necefliry for him to flay longer at Lyons than he 
had defigned. However he left that city the March following 
in 1098, on the pope's invitation, and was honourably received 
by him. His Holinefs having heard his caufe, affined him of 
his protection, and wrote to the king of England for his re- 
eftablifhment in his rights and. poiTefJions . Anfehn alfo wrote 
to the king at the fame time, and after ten days iray in the 
pope's palace retired to the monaftcry of St. Saviour in Cala- 
bria, the air of Rome not agreeing with his health. Here he 
rinifhed his work entitled: IVhy God tvas 7nade ?uan? in two 
books > (hewing againft infidels* the wifdom, juftice and expe- 
diency of the myftery of the incarnation for man's redemption, 
He had begun this work in England, where he alfo wrote his 
book On the faith of the 'Trinity and incarnation* dedicated to 
pope Urban JI. in which he refuted Rofcelin, the mailer of 
Peter Abailard, who maintained an erroneous opinion in regard 
to the Trinity. Anfeim charmed with the fweets of his retire- 
ment, and defpairing of doing any good at Canterbury, hearing 
by new infrances that the king was flill governed by his pai- 
fions in open defiance to juftice and religion, earneftly in- 
treated the pope, whom he met at Averfa, to difcharge him of 
his bifhoprickj believing he might be more ferviceable to the 
world in a private flat ion. The pope would by no means con- 
fent, but charged him upon his obedience not to quit his fbi- 
tion : adding, that it was not the part of a man of piety and 
courage to be frightened from his poll purely by the dint of 
browbeating and threats, that being all the harm he had hi- 
therto received, Anfeim replied, that he was not afraid ot 
fuffciing, or even lofing his life in the caufe of God ; but that 
lie faw there was nothing to be done in a country where juiiicc 
was fo overruled as it then was in England. However Anfeim 
fubmitted, and in the mean time returned to his retirement, which 
was a cell, depending on tiic monastery of St. Saviour, That he 
niight live in the merit of obedience, he prevailed with the pope 
to appoint the monk Eadmer, his infeparable companion, to be 
his fuperiour, nor did lie do the leaR thing, without his leave. 

The pope having called a council, which was to meet 
at 13a ri in October 1 oqo, in order to effect a reconci- 
liation of the C iieeks with the catholick church, ordered the 
faint to be prefent at it. It confided of 123 bifljops. '1 h fi 
Greek;* having propo fed the quellion about the proceiBuii 



£ pri l 2I . St. ANSEL M, C- i 39 

Q f the Holy Ghoft ; whether this was from the Father only, or 
from the Father and the Son ; the difputation being protracted, 
the pope called aioud for Anfelm, faying: "Anfelm* our fa- 
« ther and our matter, where are you ?'* And caufing him to fit 
jicxt to him, told him that the prefent occaiion required his learn- 
ing and elocution to defend the church againft her enemies, and 
that he thought God had brought him thither for that purpofe. 
Anfelm fpoke to the point with (o much learning, judgment and 
penetration, that he filenced the Greeks and gave fuch a gene- 
ral fatis faction, that all prefent joined in pronouncing Anathe- 
ma againft thofe that ihould aftewards deny the procetfion of 
the Holy Ghoft from both the Father and the Son. This 
affair being at an end, the proceedings of the king of Eng- 
land fell next under debate. And on this occafion his II- 
mony, his oppreilions of the church, his perfecution of An- 
felni and his incorrigiblenefs after frequent admonitions were fo 
firongly reprefented, that the pope, at the inftance of the coun- 
cil, was jufr. going to pronounce him excommunicated. An- 
felm had hitherto fat filent, but at this he role up, and catting 
liimfclf on his knees before the pope, intreated him to Hop the 
cenfurc. And now the council, who had admired our faint 
for his parts and learning, ^ were further charmed with him on 
account of his humane and chriftian difpofhions in behalf of 
one that had ufed him fo roughly. The faint's petition in be- 
half of his fovereign was granted, and on the council breaking 
up the pope and Anfelm returned to Rome. The pope, how- 
ever, fent to the king a threat of excommunication to be iffued 
in a council to be fhortly after held at Rome, unlefs he made 
fatisfaction : but the king by his ambafTadour obtained a longer 
delay. Anfelm flaid fome time at Rome with the pope, who 
always placed him next in rank to himfelf. All perfons, even 
thefchifmaticks loved and honoured him ; and he a/lifted with di- 
flinftton at the council of Rome held after Ealter in 1099. 
mediately after the Roman council he returned to Lyons, where 
he was entertained by the archbifhop St. Hugh, with all the cor- 
diality and regard imaginable ; but faw no hopes of recovering 
Ins fee fo long as king William lived. Here he wrote his book 
On the conception of the Virgin* and on original Jin* refblvmg ma- 
ny qucftions relating to that fin. The archbifhop of .Lyons 
gave him in all functions the precedence, and all thought th 
felves happy who could receive any facramcnt from his hands. 
Upon the death of Uiban II- he wrote an account of his cafe 
to his fucccflbur Pafchal. Kints William Rufus hem"* (hatched 
away by hidden death without the fac laments, on the fecond of 
Augnfl jioo, St. Anfelm lamented bitterly his unhappy end* 
and made hallc to England, whither he was invited by kin^ 

Henry 
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Henry T, He landed at Dover on ihe t.wcuty- third of Septem- 
ber, and was received with great joy and extraordinary refpeft 
And having in a few days recovered the fatigue of his journey, 
went to wait on the king, who received him very graciouflv. 
But this harmony was of no long continuance. The new kin 
required of AnfeJm to be reinvefted by him, and do the cu- 
Homary homage of his predeceflbrs for his fee ; but the faint 
abfolucely refuted to comply, and made a report of the pro- 
ceedings of the Jate fynod at Rome, in which the laity that 
gave inveflitures for abbeys or cathedrals were excommunicat- 
ed ; and thofe that received fuch inveflitures were put under 
the fame cenfure. But this not fatisfying the king, it was agreed 
between them to confult the pope upon the fu bjecl:. The coim 
in the mean time was very much alarmed at the preparation, 
making by the king's elder brother, Robert duke of Norman- 
dy ; who, being returned from the holy war in Palefrine, 
claimed the crown of England and threatened to invade the 
land. The nobles, though they had fworn allegiance to Kcnrv, 
v/ere ready enough to join him •> and on his landing with a for- 
midable army at Portfmouth feveral declared for the duke. 
The king being in great danger of lofing his crown, was very 
liberal in promifes to Anfelm on this occailon ; alluring him 
that he would henceforward leave the bufinefs of religion whol- 
ly to him and be always governed by the advice and orders of 
the apoftolick fee. Anfelm omitted nothing on his fide to pa 
vent a revolt from the king. Not content with fending his 
quota of armed men, he ftrongly reprefentcd to the ditailecled 
nobles the heinoufneis of their crime of perjury, and that they 
ought rather lofe their lives than break through their oaths, and 
fail in their fworn allegiance to their prince. He alfo publithcd 
an excommunication againff. Robert as an invader, who thcre- 
tipon came to an accommodation with Henry, and left En 
land. And thus, as Eadmer reports, the archbifhop ltrengthm- 
ing the king's party kept the crown upon his head. 

But Henry, though fo much indebted to Anfelm, flill per- 
il ftrocl in his claim of the right of giving the invcltitures ol be- 
nefices. Anfelm, in 1 102, held a national council in St. Peter's 
church at Wcftrninfler, in which among other things it wis 
forbid to fell men like cattle, which had till then been piac- 
tifed in England ; and many canons relating to difcipline were 

drawn up. He perfilted to refute to ordain biihops, named by 

the king, without a canonical cledtion. The contc/1 became 

every day more furious. At l.iff the king and nobles peifu.idea 

Anfelm to go in perton and confide the pope about the jimLter : 

the king alio fent a deputy u> his Uciincl's. The faint embarked 

on the twenty- foventh of April in iio;$. Pope Patch a I con- 
demned 
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demned the Icing's pretenflons to the inveftitures, and excom- 
municated thofe who fliould receive church dignities from him. 
St. Anfelm being advanced on his return to England as far as 
Lyons received there an intimation of an order from king 
Henry, forbidding him to proceed on his journey home, unlefs 
he wouJd conform to his will. He therefore remained at Ly- 
ons, where he was much honoured by his old friend the arch- 
hi/hop Hugh. From thence he retired to his abbey of Bee, 
where he received from the pope a commifiion to judge the 
caufe of the archbifhop of Rouen, accufed of ieveral crimes. 
He was alfo allowed to receive into communion fuch as had 
accepted inveftitures from the crown, which though frill dif- 
allowed of, the bifhops and abbots were fo far difpenfed with 
as to do homage for their temporalities. The king was fo 
pleafed with this condefcenfion of the pope, that he fent imme- 
diately to Bee to invite St. Anfelm home in the moft obliging 
manner, but a grievous ficknefs detained him. The king 
coming over into Normandy in 1106, articles of agreement 
were drawn up between him and the archbifhop of Bee, pur- 
fuant to the letter St. Anfelm had received from Rome a few^ 
months before. And the pope very readily confirmed the agree- 
ment. In this expedition Henry defeated his brother Robert, 
and fent him prifoner into England, where he died. St. An- 
felm hereupon returned to England, and was received by the 
queen, who came to meet him, and by the whole kingdom of 
England as it were in triumph 

The 



(£) His exteriour occupations 
'did not hinder him from conti- 
nuing to employ his pen in de- 
fence of the church. Towards 
the end of his life he wrote a 
book On the ivill, {hewing its 
different acceptations : alfo his 
learned treatife On the concord 
of divine foreknowledge, frcde- 
jli nation and grace avi/h free- 

will, and a trail On slxym.es a- 
gaviji the Greeks : another On the 
difference of the facruments* viz. in 
the Latin and Greek em monies* and 
a work On the prohibited mar- 
riage i of re/at ions. His epi flies 
arc divided into four books : 
tin: /irfl contains thofe which he 

wrote before lie was abbot : the 



fecond thofe whilfl he was ab- 
bot : the third and fourth thofe 
he wrote whilfl archbifhop. The 
E lucid avium on theology is unwor- 
thy his name, though it lias 
fome times pall under it by mi. 
flake : as have the difcourle On 

the conception of the Eh' [fed Virgin ; 
and the commentaries on *St \ Paul** 
epijlles, by Hervams, a Benedic- 
tine monk, &c. The above- 
mentioned arc his dogmatical 
writings in which he flicks clofe 
to the fathers, especially to St. 
.Auttin. lie gathers the doe- 
trine of the points he treats of 
into a regular fyllem, in a clear 
method, and a chain of clofc 

reafoniun; ; the method which 
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The laft years of his life, his health was entirely broken, 
Having for fix months laboured under an heftick decay withan 
entire lofs of appetite, under which diforder he would be car. 
ried every day to affift at holy mate, he happily expired, laid on 
fack- cloth and aflies, at Canterbury on the twenty-firft of April, 
a 1 09, in the fixteenth year of his epifcopal dignity and of hh 
age the feventy-fixth. He was buried in his cathedral, and i> 
honoured by the church among her doctors. 

On the fame DAY 

St. Anastasius the Sinaite, Anchoret. He teftifies of him- 
felf, that, in his tender years, he liftened to the gofpel with no lefj 
refpecl than if he had heard Chrift himfelf fpeak ; and received the 
blerTed eucharift with the fame love and tendernefs as if he em< 
braced him vifibly prefent. After viiiting the holy places at Jeru- 
falem, he went to mount Sinai, and was fo much edified by the 
fight of the angelical lives of the hermits who inhabited it, that he 
built himfelf a cell among them. Here perfectly dead to all earth- 



St. John Damafcen had followed 
among the Greeks, in his books 

On the orthodox faith, and which 

among the Latins Peter Lom- 
bard bifhop of Paris (from his 
abridgment of divinity, which 
was called his four books of fen- 
fences, furnamed the mafter of the 
fentences) and all the fchool- 
men have followed ever iince. 
Whence St. Anfelm is regarded 
as thefirftof the fcholaftick Theo- 
logians, as St. Bernard clofes the 
lift of the fathers of the church. 

Only publick occafions en- 
gaged him in this literary career 
for the defence of the church. 
It was rather his delight to be 
employed in the intcriour exer- 
eifes of devotion, being himfelf 
one of the molt eminent m afters 
in the contemplative way; of 
which fpirit his afcetick works 
will be an eternal monument. 
They confiit of exhortations, 
prayers and meditations to be 
bell read in the new edition of 
his works by the Jlencdictines. 
They are written with a moving 
unttion, and exprefs a moll ten- 



der devotion, efpecially to the 
crofs and paffion of Chrift:, to 
the holy facrament of the altar 
and to the Blefted Virgin; and 
an ardent love of God, and of 
our divine Redeemer. Eadmer 
his difciple and conftant compa- 
nion, who has given us his lifein 
two books, and a feparate book 

of new tranfaclions {chiefly con* 

raining the faint's publick anions 
and troubles) has alfo left us the 
book of his funilitudes, collected 
from his maxims and fentence?, 
He informs us that the faint 
ufed to fay, that if he favv hell 
open and fin before him, he 
would leap into the former to 
avoid the latter. Such indeed 
are to be the difpofitions of every 
good chriltian : but only an ex- 
traordinary impnlfe of fervour 
like this faint's, can make fuch 
metaphyseal fuppofitions feafoii« 
able. The fame author relate:, a 
vifion feen by the faint, rep refer* 
ing the world like a fetid torrent, 
the perfbns drowned in which, 
feemed carried down by its 
petuoutf lire am. 
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lv thin°*s and to hinifelf he d'-ierved, by player and obedience, to 
receive from God the double talent of wifdom and fpirirual feience, 
'the treafures of which are only coiumuriicated to the humble. He 
often left his defer t to defend the church. At Alexandria he nub-* 
lickly convicre J certain chieis of the Ac.-phali hen-dcks, <■ 
condemning St. Flavian they had condemned all the father, o: .*hc 
church, iniomuch that the people could fearer be con«.<*nicu *ir>m 
ftonino- them. He confuted the -a by an excellent woik enut.ed 
QdeetiS) or the Guide, in which, betimes refuting the hut; email 
errours, he lays down rules againU ail her. lies. He h.*s M J.o left 
feveral afcetick works, full of piety and devorion. In Ins cif- 
courfe on the S; naxis or mafs, lie urges the duties of the confef- 
fion of fins to a prieft., refpeft at mafs, and pardon of injuries in 
jb pathetick a manner, that Canifius and Combeiis recommend this 
piece to the diligent perufal of all preachers. This faint was liv- 
ing in 678, as Ceiller demonllrates from certain pafTages in his 

OJcgus(\). See Henfchenius and Bulteau. 

St Anastasius I. patriarch of Antioch, whom Nicephorus and 
many moderns confound with the Sinaite, (which laff. certainly lived 
fixty years after the death of the patriarch) was a man of lingular learn- 
ing and piety. When any perfons in his company fpoke of temporal 
affairs, he feemed to have neither ears to hear, nor tongue to give 
any anfwer, obferving a perpetual filence, as Evagrius reports of 

Wi, except when charity or necelHty compelled him to fpeak. He 
-had an extraordinary talent in comforting the afflicted. He vigour- 

oufly oppofed the herefy which the emperour Juftinian maintained 
In his dotage, that the body of Chriffc during his mortal life was not 
.liable to corruption and pain ; and wrote upon that fubject with 
propriety, elegance and choice of fentiments. The emperour re- 
folved to banifh him, but was prevented by death. However his 
fucceflbur Juflin the Younger, a man corrupted in his morals, ex- 
pelled him from his fee ; which he recoveied again twenty-three 
years after, in 593. He held it five years longer, and dying in 
598, left us feveral letters and very pious fermons. 

There is another St. Anaflafius, furnamed the Younger, patriarch 
of Antioch, who fuccceded the abovementioned. In 610, he was 
flain by the Jews in a (edition, on the twenty- firlr. of December, and 
in the Roman martyrology is honoured on that day a^ a maityr. 

(1) T. 17. p. 431. 
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SS. S O T E R and CAIU3, Popes, 

Martyrs. 

ST. Soter was raifed to the papacy upon the death of St, 
Anicetus, in 168, the eighth year of Marcus Aurelius. By 
the fweetnefs of his difcourfes he comforted all perfons with 
the tendernefs of a father, and airlifted the indigent with libe- 
ral alms, efpecially thofe who fuffered for the faith. Heli- 
berally extended his charities, according to the cuftom of his 
predeceflburs, to remote churches, particularly to that of Co- 
rinth, to which he addrelled an excellent letter, as St. Diony. 
lius of Corinth teftifles in his letter of thanks, who adds that 
his letter was found worthy to be read for their edification, on 
Sundays at their afTembles to celebrate the divine myfteries, to- 
gether with the letter of St. Clement pope. St. Soter vigour- 
oufly oppofed the herefy of Montanus, and governed the church 
eight years, according to Eufebius, from whofe ecclefiaftical 
hiftory thefe few circumftances are gleaned. In the marly- 
rologies this pope is ftyled a martyr. 

St. Caius, Pope, fucceeded St. Eutychian in the apoftol id- 
fee in 283. The church then enjoyed a calm, but was foon af- 
ter difturbed by a tumultuous perfecution for two years, on the 
death of Carinus. St. Caius encouraged St. Sebaftian and the 
other martyrs and confeflbrs. However, to preferve himfclf 
for his flock, he withdrew for a time to avoid the fury of die 
florin. The ancient pontificals fay he was of Dalmatia and 
related to the emperour Dioclefian. Having fat twelve years, 
four months and feven days, he died on the twenty-firfto! 
April 296, and was interred on the twenty -fecond, on which 
day his name is honoured in the Liberian calendar. His fuflcf* 

ings obtained him the title of martyr, as Orfi takes notice (i) 

(1) T. 3 1. 8. n. 46. p. 500. 
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SS. AZADES, THARBA, and many 

others, Martyrs, in Perfia. 

From their genuine acls by St. Marnihas in Ajfe?ntini*s Aft a Afar ~ 

tyrutri) T. i. p. 42; 

A. D. 341- 

W N the thirty-fecond year of king Sapor XL (which Soza- 
;L men and others from him call, by an evident mi flake, th& 
'hirty- third) on Good-Friday, which fell that year on the fe- 
venteenth day of April, according to our folar year, the fame? 
day on which St. Simeon and his companions fuffered, a in oft 
cruel cdicl: was published in Perfia, inflicting on all chriftians 
the punifliment of inflant death or flavery without any trial or 
farm of judicature. . The (Words of the furious were every 
where unlheathcd 3 and chriflians looked upon flaughter as 
their glory, and courageoufly went out to meet it. 7 ney ha'd 
even in this life the advantage of their enemies, who often 
trembled or were fatigued, while the perfecuted profeiTors of 
the truth Hood unfhakeh. c< The crofs grew and budded upon 
tC rivers of blood, fays St. Maruthas ; the troops of the faints 
exulted with joy, and being refrefhed by the fight of that 
- c Giving fign, were themfelves animated with frefh vigour, and 
ui infpired others continually with new courage. They were 
" inebriated by drinking the waters of divine love, and pru- 
u duced a new offspring to fucceed them/' From the itxih 
hour on Good-Friday to the fecond Sunday of Pentecofl, that is, 
Low-Sunday, (the Syrians and Chaldeans calling all the fpacc 
from Eafler-Day to Whitfunday Pentecofl) the flaughter was 
continued without interruption. The report of this cdicl: no 
Jouiu r reached difhmt cities, than the govcnionrs threw all the 
chriiiians, into prifons, to be butchered as loon as the edict it- 
leli fliuuld be fent them: and upon its arrival in anv place, 
whoever confefled themfelves chriflians were ftabbed or had 
their throats cut upon the fpot. The eunuch Azadcs, a very 
>'J<:ai favourite with the king, was (lain on this orcafion ; but 
the king was fi> a/Jliclcd^ at his death that he theieup.m pul>- 
mhed another <:dic.fc which leflrained the perfection fioni that 
time to the hi/hops, prielte, monks and nuns. Cheat mini- 
Ina.s alfu of the foldiery were crowned with martyrdom 
beiules innumerable others tl)roughotit: the wliole kingdom, 
oo'/onicn computes the number at iixlecn thoufand 5 but an 

Vol, IJ. ancient 
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ancient Perfian writer, publiflicd by Renaudot, mak^s it amount 
to two hundred thoufand 

The queen in the mean time fell dangeroufly ill. The Jews, 
to whom (he was very favourable, eafily perfuaded her that her 
ficknefs was the effect of a magical charm or fpell- employed by 
the lifters of the blefled Simeon to be revenged for their bro- 
ther's death. One was a virgin called Tharba, whom Hen- 
fchenius and Ruinart call with the Greeks Pherbuta, but corrupt- 
ly. Her filler was a widow, and both had confecrated them- 
selves by vow to God in a ftate of celibacy (Z>). Hereupon the 
two fifters were apprehended, and with them Tharba's fer- 
vant, who was alfo a virgin. Being accufed of bewitching the 
queen, Tharba replied, that the law of God allowed no more 
of inchantment than of idolatry. And being told, they had 
done it out of revenge, fhe made anfwer that they had no rca- 
fon to revenge their brother's death, by which he had obtained 
eternal Jife in the kingdom of heaven $ revenge being more- 
over 



{a) Concerning thofe martyrs 
fee Cafliodorus Hift. Tripart. 1. 
3. c. 2. Niceph. 1. 8. c. 27. 

{b) Many had vowed perpetual 
chaflity from the times of the 
apoftles. We read in the acls of 
the apoflles, (ch. 21 .) of the 
four virgins daughters of Philip 
the deacon. Tertullian cries out 
(L. de refur. carnis.) ** How 
* c many voluntary eunuchs ! how 
* c many virgins of both fcxes !" 
St. Ambrofe (exhort, ad Virg.) 
mentions virgins confecrated to 
God by receiving a blelled veil 
from the hands of the bifhop at 
mafs. Sonic vowed their virgi- 
nity without receiving the con- 
fecrated veil, but wore black or 
gray modeir, garments, as a mark 
of their Rate. The ilri&efl nuns 
were thofe called in Syria, 
daughters of the covenant ; which 
name included the deaconc/Fes 
and other canonical maidens, 
who not only made vows of vir- 
ginity, but alio in many places 
were appointed to iing divine 
hymns in the chinch, :iu we read 
in the Syriaclc life of St. Ephrem. 

Of this date were all the nuns 



who fufFered in Perfia, namely, 
SS. Varda, the two Theclas, three 
Maries, Danacka, Tatona, Ma- 
ma, Muzachia, Anna, Abiatha, 
Hates, Mamlaca, Tata, A ma, 
Adrana and Maraca ; for they 
are called Bnotb-Kiama> or 

daughters of the covenant. All 

thefe clafles of holy virgins 
lived in private houfes before 
rnonafleries were founded but 
never in the fame houfes with 
men, as St. Cyprian teftifies, 
(B. 1. ep. 11.) They had confe- 
crated themfeives to God by 
vows of chaflity ; for St. Cy- 
prian (ibid.) fays, that if one of 
them iliould fall into inconti- 
nence fhe would be incclluou^ 
and an adultrefs, not to a 
huflband, but to Chriit. .And 
Tertullian (1. de virg. vclaucl.) 
calls them j'acri legions 3 who couW 
throw allele a habit confecrated 
to God. They employed their 
time in folitude, hymns, prayer 
and fallings, and were like tlie 
nuns mentioned by SS. Ambrofo. 
Jerom, &c, in other parts of the 
church. 
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over ftri&ly forbidden by the law of God. After this they* 
were remanded to prifon. Tharba being extremely beautiful, 
one of her judges was enamoured of her. He therefore Cent her 
word the next day, that if fhe would conlent to marry him, he 
would obtain her pardon and liberty of the king. But {he re- 
futed the offer with indignation, faying that fhe was the Jpoufe 
of Jefus Chrifr, to' whom fhe had conlecrated her virginity, and 
committed her life ; and that fhe feared not death which would 
open to her the way to her dear brother, and to eternal reft 
from pain. The other two judges privately made her the like 
propofals, but were rejected in the fame manner. They 
hereupon made their report to the king, as if they had been 
convicted of the crime 5 but he, not believing them guilty* was 
willing their lives fhould be (pared, and their liberty reftored 
to them, on condition they would offer facrifice to the fun* 
They declared nothing fhould ever prevail on them to give 
to a creature the honour due to God alone, whereupon the 
Magians cried out : C6 They are unworthy to live by whofe fpells 
*' the queen is wafting in ficknefs." And it being leff: 
to the Magians to afftgn their punifhments, and determine 
what death they fhould be put to, they, out of regard to the 
queen's recovery, as they pretended, ordered their bod res to be 
fawn in two, and half of each to be placed on each fide of 2. 
road, that the queen might pafs between them which they faid 
would cure her. Even after this fentence Tharba's admirer 
found means to let her know, that it was flill in her power to 
prevent her death by confenting to marry him. But fhe cried 
out with indignation : u Moll impudent of men, how could 
u you again entertain fuch a diilioneft thought. For me cou- 
r>< rageouily to die is to Jive ; but life purchafed by bafenefs is 
" worfe than any death." When they were come to the place 
of execution, each perfon was tied to two ftykes, and with a 
Jaw (awn in two 3 each half thus feparated was cut into fix parts > 
and being thrown into fb many bafkets were hung on two 
forked fhikes placed in the figure of half croffesj leaving an. 
open path between them through which the queen fuperfti- 
tioufly pafled the fame day. St. Maruthas adds, that no light 
could be more fhocking or barbarous, than this fpe6i.acle of the 
martyry limbs cruelly mangled, and expofed to feorn. They 
f 11 Hired in the year '341. 

On the fame DAY 

SS. Eripo r>iti.«; and Alp.Kan djjr, martyrs at T.yoib. The/ 
*/ere two gentlemen of that city, though the latur a Grecian by 
birth, both in she i lower of their a\\c f and from the time of their 
full ft u die a together in the lame fell 00 1, linked by the bands of the 

JL z ihliUA 



148 SS. Epipodius and Alexander* MM. April 22; 

flridleft friend (hip, which grew up with them, and was ftrengthened 
and fpi ritualized by their mutual profeifion of chriilianity. This 
happy union occafioned a mutual afiiftance and encouragement of 
each other in piety and all chriflian virtues ; eipecially purity, fo. 
briety and the love of God and their neighbour, by which they 
prepared themfelves for martyrdom. They were both in their 
prime, but neither of them married when the perfecution begun in 
the feventeenth year of Marcus Aurelius, and 177th of Jefus Chriit 
which raging at Lyons had already fvvept off St. Pothinus and his 
companions. Purfuant to our Saviour's advice, they endeavoured to 
hide themfelves. They accordingly went fecretly out of the city 
by themfelves to a neighbouring town, where they lay concealed 
for fome time in the houfe of a poor chriflian widow. The wo- 
man's fidelity, and the meannefs of the place fecured them for a- 
while ; but at length they were fo diligently fought after, that they 
were discovered, and in endeavouring to efcape once more Epipo- 
dius loll one of his Ihoes, which was found by a chriftian woman, 
who, as the a£ls fay, kept it as a treafure. They were no fooner 
apprehended, than, contrary to the cuftom of the Romans, they 
were without any previous examination fent to prifon. Three days 
nfter, they were brought, with their hands tied behind them, be- 
fore the governour's tribunal ; where having owned themfelves 
'chriflians, the people made a great outcry, and the judge in a paf- 
iion faid : " What purpofe have all the preceding tortures and exe- 
* e cutions ferved, if there Hill remain any who dare profefs tJw 
* c name of Chrift." To prevent their mutual encouragement of 
each other by iigns, he caufed them to be feparated. And calling 
firft for Epipodius, the younger of the two whom he had looked 
upon as the weaker on this account, he endeavoured to conquer his 
refolution by carclTes, promifes and motives of pleafure. Epipodius 
replied : " I fhall not fuffcr myfelf to be prevailed upon by this 
«• pretended and cruel compalfion. Are you fo ignorant as not to 
know that man is compofed of two fubftances, a foul and a 
body : with us the foul commands, and the body obeys. The 
abominations you are guilty of in honour of your pretended 
deities, afford pleafure to the body, but kill the foul. We art 1 
engaged in a war againft the body for the advantage of the foul. 
** You, after having defiled yourfelves with pleafurcs like brute 
bealls, find nothing at lull but a forrowful death ; whereas we, 
when you dellroy us, enter into eternal life " The judge being 
exafperatod at this modell reply, caufed him to be (truck on the 
mouth. 'J he martyr, though his teeth were all over blood, conti- 
nued to proclaim his faith, faying : " I confefs that Jefus Chrifl i» 
<* God, .together with the Father and the Holy Spirit. It is but 
** reaionable, that 1 mould refign my foul to him who has created 
** me and redeemed me. This is not lofing my life, but changing 
*< it into a better." Whilll he fpake thus, the governour ordeml 
him to be ih etched on the rack, and his fides to be torn with iron 
hooks, 't he people wi re fo enraged to lee the courage and tran- 
quility with which he fullered all thefc torments, that they icqtiiit'il 
to have him given up to them to be cvuihed to death or torn in 
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pieces: for the judge feemed not to proceed faff enough for theni. 
Afraid therefore left they fhould come to any open fediticn, he gave 
orders that his head fhould be immediately ftruck off, which wa,s 

accordingly done. 

Two days after he called Alexander to the bar, and laid before 
him the torments of Epipodius and of other chrirtians, hoping to 
terrify him into compliance. The martyr anfwercd, by thanking 
God for fetting before his eyes fuch glorious examples for his en- 
couragement, and expreffing his defire of joining his dear Epipo- 
dius. The judge no longer containing his rage caufed his legs to be 
extended wide, and ordered him to be beaten by three executioners, 
who lucceeded each other byturns. This torment laiied along time ; 
yet the martyr never let fall the leaft word of complaint. Ai length 
the judge afkedhim if he Itill perfifted in his profeflion of chrillianity. 
" I do, fays Alexander; for the idols of the Gentiles are devils : 
" and the God whom I adore and who alone is the almighty and 
" eternal God, 1 truft will give me grace to confefs him to my lait 
*' breath, as the guardian of my faith and refolution 11 The 
governour finding him immoveable, and envying him the glory of 
a longer trial, fentenced him to be crucified. The inftruinent of his 
death was immediately made ready, and no fooner was the martyr 
fattened on it than he gave up his foul to Chrift, whom he invoked 
with the lair, efforts of his voice. For by his torments he had been 
already quite exhaufted ; his entrails were vifible through his 
uncovered ribs, and his bones hung as if they were all broken 
or diilocated. The chrirtians privately carried off the bodies 
of thefe two faints, and buried them on a hill near the city ; 
which place became famous afterwards for the piety of the 
faithful and venerable by a great number of miracles, which were 
wrought there according to the author of their acts in Kuinarr, who 
lived in the fourth century, and attefts feveral of thefe miracles 
as an eye-witnefs. He relates, that the city of Lyons being vifited 
by a peililencc, a young man of quality who was feized with it, re- 
covered his health by a draught to which the devout poor widow 
had given a benediction with the martyr's Ihoe. Upon the report 
of which miracle innumerable other per fons were cured by the 
like means, and many brought to the light of faith. At their 
tomb the devils were call out, and the fick rellored to their health 
in fo evident and miraculous a manner, that incredulity itfelf could 
not refufe its affent, as the author of thefe adls moreover teftilies. 
Their tomb was without the walls of the city when he wrote, 
hut inclofed within them in the middle of the fifth conftirv ; when 
•St. Eucherius, archbifhop of Lyons, wrote the pancgyrick of thefe 
hunts, in which he fays, that the dufi of their tomb was diilributed 
over the whole country for the benefit of the fick. St. Gregory of 
'I ours writes ( i ), that this dull did many miracles. He lays, that 
their bodies, in the fixth century, lay depoiited with that of St. 
irmxuu, in the church of St. John, now called Of St. lren.ius, uii- 

L 3 dor 

(i) L. de gloria mart. c. 50. 
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4er the altar, where the relicks of thefe two holy martyrs were 
found and refpecT: fully tranilated in 1410. 

St. Theodorus of Siceon, Bilhop and ConfefTor. He was a 
native of Siceon in Galatia, and from his infancy fp much given 
to prayer, that when at fchopl he soften deprived himfelf of his din- 
jier to fpend the time allowed lor it in the church. All his leifure 
hours he confecrated to the exercifes of prayer and pious reading. 
He, very early, Ihut himfelf up in a cell in the houfe of his mo- 
ther, afterwards in a cave under a retired <:hapel ; and at length 
Hying from thence, to avoid applaufe, lived on a defert mountain. 
He was ordained prieft by the bifhop of Anaztafiopolis., and built 
jiimfelf a chapel in honour of St. George, to which holy martyr he 
•was exceedingly devoted. In a fecond pilgrimage to Jerufalem, 
like another Elias, he by his prayers obtained rain from heaven 
5n a great drought in Paleibine. He formed many eminent 
difciples, and built a large monaftery at Siceon, but ttill made his 
chief abode in a little remote cell. Count Mauritius, general of the 
armies of the emperour Tiberius, when he returned triumphant 
from Perfia, paid a vifit to this faint, who foretold him the empire, 
by a revelation which he had received through the merits of St. 
George the martyr. Mauritius being advanced to the imperial 
throne in 582, fent to recommend himfelf and his empire to the 
prayers of this humble fervant of God. Theodorus was by main 
force confecrated bifhop of AnaHafxopolis, and having held that fee 
ten years, he obtained an order from Cyriacus patriarch of Con- 
Jtantinople and the emperour Mauritius to the arch bifhop of Ancyra, 
liis metropolitan, to accept his resignation, which he had till then 
j-efufed. Theodorus returned with joy to Siceon : but was called to 
Conftantinople to give his blemng to the emperour anvil fenate. 
He healed one of the emperour's fons, afBicled with a leprofy. 
And being returned to his folitude at Siceon, he died there in 613, 
on the twenty-fecond of April, on which day his name occurs in 
the Roman marryrology. — ~ See his life compiled by his dilciple 
George Eleufius. 

St Opportuna, Virgin and Abbefs of fWontreuil, three miles 
from Scez an epifcopal iee in Normandy. She died in 770, on the 
twenty-fecond of April, having lived an accomplifhed model or 
humility, obedience, mortification and prayer. She is commemo- 
rated in the Paris breviary, and is the titular faint of a pari/h in thai 
city. See her life in Mabillon, fh:c. 3. JBen. part ?.. 

St Leonid es, M. The emperour Scvcrus, in the year 202, 

which was the tenth of his reign, raifed a bloody perfection 

which iilled tjie whole empire with martyrs, but efpecially Kgypt. 

The molt illuttrious of thofc who by their triumphs ennobled and 

edified the city of Alexandria, was Lconidcu, ialhrr of the great 

Origen. IJe was a chrillian philofophcr, and excellently veiled 

both i 11 tl e profane and fhered fciences. lie had (even fosu, t) l<: 

chlcll of whom was Origen whom he brought up with ;il>r»« 

dan .'■ 

(rt) Oiur;]:N, from his unwearied Mnmafii:u\ [from Adamn:. adi.i- 

allkhiity in writing, lurnametl moud) a native vl Alc^amlii- 1 . 
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dance of care, returning God thanks for having bleiTed him with a 
fon of fuch an excellent difpofition for learning, and a very great 
zeal for piety. Thefe qualifications endeared him greatly to his 
father, who after his fon was baptized would come to his bedfide 

while 



was a fcholar of St. Clement, then 
regent of the famous catecheti- 
cal fchool in that city. He was 
afterwards a fcholar of the cele- 
brated chriftian philofopher Am- 
monius Saccas, who with moft 
philofophers of that age adhered 
principally to Plato, though he 
joined with him alfo Ariftotle, 
and had thus reconciled thofe in- 
veterate feuds and differences 
which had fubiified between the 
fchools of thofe two celebrated 
philofophers. With our Origen, 
Plotinus, the moft judicious hea- 
then critick Longinus, and ma- 
ny other eminent men frequented 
thele&ures of Ammonius. Origen, 
in confequence of the acutenefs 
of his parts and great induftry, 
made vaft improvements in all 
forts of learning ; being incom- 
parably fkilled (according to St. 
jerom and Suidas) in dialeftick, 
geometry, arithmetick, mufick, 
rhetorick and the feverai fenti- 
mcnts and opinions of all the 
feds of philofophers : he was al- 
fo a great proficient in the He- 
brew language ' and the know- 
ledge of the facred writings. 
Being reduced to extreme po- 
verty after the death of his fa- 
ther, he was relieved by the 
liberality of a rich lady of Alex- 
andria ; but never could be pre- 
vailed upon to communicate with 
a certain heretick named Paul, 
her particular favourite. Whether 
the lady on this account withdrew 
her charity, or that he thought 
it more agreeable to the chriftian 
rule to live by his labour, he 
opened a grammar fchool at 

Alexandria, and the year follow- 



ing he inftrucled certain catechu- 
mens in the faith. The ap- 
plaufe which this procured him 
moved Demetrius, the biftiop, to 
appoint him to prefide in the 
great catechetical fchool at Alex- 
andria, though he was not then 
above eighteen years of age ; 
whereas that province was iel- 
dom entrufted but to perfons 
well advanced in years. But 
Origen was a quite nnifned man 
by the time nature, in others, 
begins only t"> open their ge- 
nius to ferious ftudies : a time 
of life never fo remarkable upon 
the fame account in any other 
perfon- At this age, he was an 
accomplilhed mailer of fo much 
learning, as to be refpecled, con 
fulted, and followed by a nuxn 
ber of difciplcs ; and many, al- 
ter being with the grcateir. ■ a- 
fters in the world, were thereby 
only better qualified to be his 

fcholars. From his fchool in- 
numerable doctor:, priefls. con- 
feflbrs and martyrs came forth. 
Even heathens crowded to his 
lectures, whom he admitted, that 
under the opportunity of profane 
learning he might draw them to 
the faith of Chriil. So hi< h 
did his reputation run, that Por- 
phyrius himfelf tells us, Ori- 
gen going by cIkwkx: ittfu tin: 
ichool ot iUotinun, the famous 

philofopher, that haughty fophill 
blufhed at the light of huh a 

perlbn, Hopped (hurt, and ro» 
fufed to proceed though defied •; 
till at laJl he relumed his dil- 
courfe only for the fake of an 
opportunity of palling a fme 
compliment upon him. ( I'orpavr. 
1# 4 in 
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while he was afleep, and opening his bofom kifs it refpeclfnlly, 
as being the temple of the Holy Ghoft. When the perfecutiou 
raged at Alexandria, Lconides was call into prifon. Origen, who wa; 
then only feventeen years of age, burned with an incredible defire ©f 

martyrdom, 



sn vit. Plotini) Origen taught 
jail the arts and faiences as well 
as divinity ; and befides his pub- 
lick lectures, the fatigue of 
which was enough to kill ano- 
ther perfon, he di elated to feven 
.Amanuenfes. Such a fertility of 
knowledge, fuch a clear order in 
iis ideas on all fciences, fuch a 
prefence of jnind and facility of 
exprefllon will be the admiration 
of all fucceeding ages. He 
feemed fcarce ever to ceafe from 
application, or to allow his bo- 
dy any other refrefhment than 
what proceeded from a variety 
of labour. Even when he tra- 
velled, he every where was 
crowded with fcholars and every 
where fludied to improve his 
mind, and taught others, fo that 
wherever he went he left as it 
were a track of light behind him. 
He knew hardly any difference 
as to repofe, between day and 
night. His conllitution natu- 
rally ftrong, was ilil] fortined by 
his way of living, which was in 
all refpccls molt auitere. In 
quitting his profcJhon as a gram- 
marian, he fold all his books that 
related to proJane learning to one 
who daily fupplied him with 
four Oboli, or about five pence 
of our money, for his fubbUence, 
which ferved to maintain him fe- 
veral years : for he led a moll 
miller c life s flecping upon the 
bare ground, watching much, be- 
tides tailing very often. Jr. this 
new ilation of catechiil he was 
of great ufe, ;is well by ilrength- 
ciiing believers in the faith, as 
by gaining over to it ;i great 

number ol Gentile philofophcrs -> 



and had fo manv martyrs amon«* 
his difciples, that his fchool 
might more properly be called a 
fchool of martyrdom than oi 

m 

theology. His fchool was fre- 
quented by very great perfonages-, 
amongll whom St Gregory 
Thaumaturgus was none of the 
lea it. He alfo taught many 
young virgins and women the 
principles of chriilianity. And 
as he was a young man, and by 
his office of catechiil was ob- 
liged to converfe daily not only 
with men but women, by an 
indifcreet zeal againft tempta- 
tions and to avoid all calumny, 
he made himfclf an eunuch, an 
aclion which he afterwards moll 
JurHy condemned. (T. 15. in 
Mac. p. 369. EdHuct. ) 

The defire of feeing{o ancient 
a church as that of Rome in- 
duced him to take a journc) 
thither, St. Zcphyrinus beino- 

then bifliop of that fee. He 
made no long flay in that city, 
but returned back to Alexandria, 
and to his former office ol ca- 
techiil, Demetrius earn cil ly im- 
portuning him to refume it. 
About this time lie converted fe- 
veral from the errours of Mar- 
cion and Valentin us to the catho- 
lick faith ; and anion 1 the re/1, 
Ambrofe, a very confidcrable 
man at Alexandria both on ac- 
count of his riches and abilities, 
who became one of the moll in- 
timate friends of Oriocn, and 
from that time maintained /or 
his ufe ten Anianuenies or clerks 
to copy his works, bciides feveral 
other Iran fa ibers for his fervice. 

The emperoui i/ieliogabalus Imp * 

oeucd 
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martyrdom, and fought every opportunity of meeting with it. But 
his mother conjured him not to forfake her; and feeing his ardour 



re- 



pined to make a long ftay at 
.{ntioch in 2i9 9 together with 
his aunt Mammea, mother of 
the emperour Alexander. She 
b-ina; a lady of great wifdom, 
virtue and learning fent for Ori- 
c-n to Antioch, and detained 
him a long time with her in 
ore it honour. Nor does it feem 
to b doubted, that, through his 
infirm Mons, (he embraced the 
faith, . id inclined her fon Alex- 
ander t«. favour the fame. Ori- 
gan mem ons the abatement of 
the perfccucion during the reign 
of Heliogabalus, (1. 3. c. Cell'.) 
which is generally afcribed to his 
influence and credit at court : 
and if he modeftly declines tell- 
ing us the part he bore in it, we 
owe him fo much the more ho- 
nour, the lefs he feems to claim. 
When Origen returned to Alex- 
andria, he there compofed his 
works on the holy fcriptures, 
from the year 219 to 228. 

In 230, being at Cscfarea in 
Palcltire, he was ordained prieft 
by TheocliMus bifhop of that 
city, with the approbation of St. 
Alexander of Jerufalcm and o- 
thcr bill) ops. This ftcp gave of- 
fence to Demetrius, bilhop of 
Alexandria, who not long after, 
in two councils depofed and ex- 
ronunnnicated him. Origen had 
iled back to Paleitine, to with- 
draw hiinfelf from his cen fines 
which he forefaw. The matters 
laid to his charge were, that he 
had made hiinfelf an eunuch, 
which indeed was afterwards 
declared by the church an irregu- 
larity, rendering a man incapable 

holy orders ; that he had been 
ordained without the con fent of 

• U; ' own biJhop ; and that he 



taught fever al errrours in doc- 
trine, chiefly that the devil will 
at lalT be freed from his torments 
and faved. Origen in a letter to 
his friends at Alexandria, (apud 
S. Hieron. 1. 2. contra Rufin. p. 
413.) condemns this errour and 
avers, that he had never ad- 
vanced it, though by certain he* 
reticles, willing to authorize their 
erroneous tenets under his great 
name, it had been foilled into 
fome of his writings. Never- 
thelefs the Origeniit hereticks, 
who maintained that errour, 
boafted of his authority, and lie 
certainly fell into feveral other 
errours in his books, On princi- 
ples. Both his writings and his 
name were condemned in the 
fifth general council. Who does 
not tremble for himfelf, whiJlfc 
he trembles for an Origen ? Hal- 
loix, Tillemont and Ceiller ibrain 
matters too far in his vindi- 
cation. He feems indeed to have 
fpeedily rifen from his errours. 
For the moll learned and holy 
prelates of Palcfline, as thofc 
abovementioned, always conti- 
nued to entertain him in their 
communion, and treat him with 
honour. St. Gregory Thauma- 
turgus fpoke his panegyrick, in 
which he exceedingly extols lur. 
learning and virtues : St. Pam- 
philus compofed his apology, in 
which he produces his letter, 
proving that his works had been 
corrupted by hereticks. Wo 
fhould be willing even to forget 
that lie ever finned, if defei enc< 
to truth and to the greate/l au- 
thority could allow it. How- 
ever, fome ancients have fpolten 
againfl him with the greater bit- 
Kinef:, to ilcllioy an authority 

of 
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redouble at the fight of his father's chains, was forced to lock 
all his clothes to oblige hiro to flay at home. So not being able to 
do any more, he wrote a letter to his father in very moving terms, 

ihonglv 



of which the Origenift, hereticks 
availed themfelves : though their 
principal errour by which they 
denied the eternity of the tor- 
ments of hell, feems only de- 
rived from a miftake of his 
words, that if the devil could 
repent he would ftill be faved, 
as Origen himfelf allures us in 
words quoted by St. Pamphilus, 
and alfo by St. Jerom, during the 
time that his zeal againft the 
Origenifts had made him the 
moll violent enemy to his me- 
mory. When Beryllus, bifhop 
of Boftra in Arabia fell into 
dangerous errours relating to the 
divinity of Chrift, Origen was 
ciifpatched to him from (Jzefarea 
an 238 ; and fuch was the fuccefs 
of his conference as to convert 
Beryllus and crulh his herefy in 
its birth ; who, as became a 
true convert, in feveral letters 
ave thanks to Origen for hi 
ind pains in his conviction. 
He performed the functions of 
catechift and preacher at Cacfa- 
rea, making fometimes remote 
excurnons. In the pcrfccution 
of Maxi minus he retired into 
Cappadocia ; in that of Decius 
to Tyre : where neverthelefs he 
was apprehended, and fuffer- 
cd cruel tortures, and a long 
jmprifonmcnt, from which the 
death of Decius releafed him. 
He died foon after at Tyre, and 
moll probably of his tor 
in 253, being 69 years old. 

His ftyle is dilFufivc and prolix, 
and the arbitrary allegorical 
manner of interpreting the holy 
fcripturcs he certainly carried to 
an excels : but an allonilhing 
erudition and other great quali- 




s 



ties will ever fupport his reputa- 
tion againft the heavy cenfure; 
of his enemies. They who call 
Origen a babler and trifler be- 
tray the weaknefs of their own 
judgment, or the violent bias 0: 
prepoiTefiion. As to his princi- 
pal works: the Hexapla contained 
the holy fcriptures in Hebrew: 
the fame in Greek letters : thi 
Greek verfions of Aquila, Sym- 
machus, the Seventy, and Theo- 
dotion in fix columns corref. 
ponding to each other. In hi> 
Octopla he added two other 
Greek verfions, viz. a fifth found 
at Jericho, and a fixth at Nice- 
polis in Epirus. His Tetrapla 
confifted only of the verfions of 
Aquila, Sym machus, the Seven- 
ty and Theodotion. From v* 
rious fources and manufcripu 
Mountfaucon gathered togetk 
what fragments of this work 
could be met with, which hi 
printed in two volumes, folio, « 

.Paris 1713. 

As to his comments on the 
fcriptures, thofe extant in Greet 
are published with diilertatiofc 
by Huct : thofe only extant a 
the Latin tranflation, by D02 
de la Rue, the Benedictine Mai- 
rill monk. The fame editor ha 
given us, with learned nous, 
(Op. Origenis, T. 1. p. 43. ft' 
rifiis 1733.) his four boob 
Tcept ctp%6)V, or On prhmfk 
in the Latin tranflation of 
finus, in which only it is extar! 
Though Ruiinus declares he 1^ 
corrected the errours of ^ 
work, becaufe it had been cor- 
rupted by hereticks, we HiH 
cover in it dangerous principj 
concerning the prc-exiltfiia 1 f 

ion' 
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v jfcrongty exhorting him to look on the crown that was offered him 
?\vith courage and joy; adding this claufe : " Take heed, Sir, that 
*< for our fakes you do not change your mind." Leonides was 

ac- 



fouls, the plurality of worlds, 
. [the nature of the itars as if en- 
dued with understanding and 
fouls, the falvation of the devils, 
1 &c. This work raifed cla- 
mours againft the author, who in 
it attempted to blend the prin- 
ciples of many philofophick feels 
with thofe of religion : though 
they are only problematically af- 
Terted, or with a perhaps, and 
Origen in the preface to this ve- 
\'ry work clearly teaches, that no- 
thing is to be admitted as a reli- 
gious doctrine or point of faith 
, ^vhich fquares not with the tradi- 
tion of the church, and with what 
*was preached by the apoftles, and 
^prefer ved entire in the doftrine 
-.^of the church. His treatife On 
grayer to Ambrofe proves its ne- 
;.cefiity, and expounds the Lord's 
^prayer. We have a good edition 
?pf this work given by William 
^Reading at London, 1728 ; and 
Ja latter ftill improved by De la 
;Kuc (T. 1. p. 195.; His gol- 
den book On ?na>tyrdom was an 
jphortation to certain confeflbrs 
,.^n prifon for the faith at Ca-fa- 
>jxea in Paleftine. De la Ruo has 
^enriched his edition with judici- 
ous notes But the moll vnlu- 
jable and finilhed work of Ori- 
jgcn is his apology for the chri- 
stian religion, written in 240, in 
.{the reign of the cmperour Phi- 
,lip, in eight books again 11 Cel- 
",ps, an Epicurean philofopher to 
-tWhom the impious Lucian dedi- 
cated his Pfeudu-Munth. De la 
•#uc ha.s, by ample notes, ren- 
dered it more uleful, though 
? /hole of the learned Spencer, in 
Cambridge edition in i6c«, 
'Jiad before juilly received the 



thanks of all lovers of ecclcli- 
aftical antiquity. This Celfus 
was an epicurean philofpher who 
lived in the reign of Adrian, 
and is to be diftinguifhed from 
one of the fame name and fe£t 
who lived in. Nero's time. He 
was the moll formidable adver- 
fary that ever attacked in writing 
the chriftran religion. For Por- 
phyrias the Tyrian philofopher, 
in his voluminous invective, 
about the year 270, endeavoured 
to invalidate the trurh of the hi- 
ftory of the Old and New Tene- 
ment by pretended contradic- 
tions, but by a fophiflry equally 
weak and extravagant, as ap- 
pears from Eufebius (de Pra-p. 
Evang. 1. 1. 5. io.) Sc. Jerom 
(Przef. Comm. in Gal.) Sec. 
Hierocles, a judge and cruel 
perfecutor of the clinicians, £rlt 
at Nicomedia, afterwards at 
Alexandria, in the reign of Dio- 
cletian, writ a bitter book againft 
the chriftians, entitled Pbdale- 
tbes 9 in which he only repeated 
the {landers of Celfus and Por- 
phyria, and drew a fuppofed pa- 
rallel between the miracles of 
Chrift, and the p re ten (led mira- 
cles of Apollonius lyanaus 
borrowed from the fabulous life 
of that famous impotior and ma- 
gician written by PhiloiLratus : 
of which abfurd blnfphcmy Eu- 
febius of Caifarca publilhcd an 
ample confutation. Julian the 
Apoitate, after try in;; in vain eve- 
ry other expedicui: to extirpate 
chriflianity, fet himfelf to write 
ngainit that divine religion. lie 
had the advantage of "the molt 
perfect knowledge of its doc- 
trine^ and of whatever the phi- 

loiopl.try 
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Accordingly beheaded for the faith in 202. His eftates and goods 
being all confifcated and feized for the emperour's ufe, his widow 
was left with feven children to maintain, in the pooreft conditio?. 

imaginable, 



lofophers and jewifti or pagan 
hiftorians could furnifh againft it : 
yet was not able to ftart any ob- 
jection deferving a ferious regard 
or that could be a folid apology 
for his apoltacy. St. Gregory 
Nazianzen and St. Cyril of A- 
lexandria anfwered his cavils. 
From the latter it appears 
that he laid his main ilrefs 
upon the want of. antiquity in 
the chriftian religion ; as if Mofes 
who foretold Chrift throughout 
the whole difpenfacion of the 
old law, was not far more ancient 
than all the philofophers, not to 
jnention Abraham, &c. Second- 
ly, he infilled on the authority of 
pagan philofophers. Thirdly, 
he argues ludicroufly on feveral 
palTages of the Mofaick hiftory, 
iiot from reafon but with a low 
ridicule unbecoming fo ferious a 
fubject. Laftly, he fcornfully 
infults the pcrfon and fufterings 
of Chrift. Jt is happy for reli- 
gion that the objections of Ju- 
lian have been tranfmittcd down 
to our times : other wife fome 
might have imagined that this 
learned cmperour had fuflicient 
reafon s for his apollacy. But 
nothing more vilibly betrays 
the weaknefs of infidelity, nor 
more llrengthens the caufe of 

truth. 

Of all thefe writers Celfus is 
the moil craf ty and fubtle. Me 
wrote with the moil refined fal- 
lacy that fophillry could invent, 
with an air of poiitivenefs to ini- 
pofe upon the vulgar, and all 
the advantages that wit and fine 
railcry could give ; he was alfo 
mailer of all the difficulties that 
an ten live knowledge, fecond- 



ed by artifice and management 
could object. On the other 
fide, Origen, with all the force 
and folidity of right reafon, re- 
duces every argument to its true 
principles, follows his adverfarv 
itep by ftcp, convicts him 0: 
fallhood in point of fact, fets in 
the true light things which hi« 
adverfarv difguifed or fmothered, 
and eitabliihes the truth of the 
chriftian doctrine by the evidence 
of facts and of its hiftory. Eu. 
febius (1. ad Hieroclem) and St. 
Jerom (ep. adv. Magn ) fay, th:t 
all objections that ever were, or 
can be made to chriftianity, will 
find an anfwer in this work. 
Celfus objects the privacy of the 
afTemblies of the chriftians ; that 
their precepts of morality were 

not new. And though he does 
not deny that Chrift wrought 
miracles, yet he afcribes t h em to 
magick. Origen anfwering this 
la It, fays that miracles wort Hill 
wrought in his time by the dif- 
ciples of Chrift, and that ho had 
been himfclf an eye witnefs of 
feveral (1. 1. p 5. 7. 37). On- ; 
gen anfwers next his objections 
to the ancient prophecies, to the | 
ineannefs of the difciplcs of 
Chrift. to the defcent of God m 
earth in Chrift, and to various 
paflages of the fcriptures (1. 2.3. 
,).) lie refutes the principle of 
Celfus, big with fatal confi> 
quences, that the Jews and other 
people ought to follow the ci> 
lloms and religion of their own 
conntiy (1. c. p. 248.) He com- 
pares the prophets with the ho 
then philofophers, and Ik* 1 
that Chrift had borrowed cO 
points of hi 'j dodrinc fVoin 1 J 1 J ' 
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imaginable; but divine providence was both her comfort and fup- 
•~ nr f. See Eufeb 1. 6. c. 12. 
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to, as his adverfary pretended 
(j. 5.). He proves the heathenilh 
oracles to proceed from the devil, 
becaufe their priertefl'es uttered 
them in fits of phrenzy, and 
poifefTed by evil fpirits, not 
knowing what they "fa id ; and 
he difplays the truth of the pro- 
phets, and the fanctity of the 
chrillian morals. (l-_7 : ) Laitly, 
'"He fays, that chrillians adore 
both God the , Father of the 
r Truth, and the Son who is the 
/Truth ; and takes notice of the 
!afiiduity of prayer, the humility, 
^contempt or the world, and other 
virtues praciifed by the chrillians 

] Certain modern free-thinkers 
'aft eft to throw out furmifes in 
"their writings, that if thefe 
'works of Celfus, Porphyrius and 
*Ju!ian had come down to us, 
.they doubt not but they could 
jh?ve made their caufc good. But 
jnothing could betray more their 
want of judgment or fmcerity. 
A great part of Julian's three 
'books upon this fubjeel. Sc. Cy- 
"nl has prefer ved us in his. own 
"words, omitting only fome un- 
'meaning blafphemies, as he af- 
Murcs us; and this fpecimen fuf- 
ikp to fatisfy all modern ene- 
;mies of chriilianity, that this au- 
thor only difcovcrs his diilrcfs 
'for want of any thing which 
might fo much as wear the ap- 
pearance of a folid objection, 
l'orphyrius was ilill more fenfe- 
Iflb and extravagant in his Jllly 
Smhufiafiu. As for Celfus, Ori- 
J'.en has mentioned every thinp- 
'material that he objected. By 
jail which it is evident, that none 
of the early enemies of chrillia- 
, l}l y was able to charge the main 



of the gofpel-hiflory with any 
fufpicion of impoflure in any of 
its circumftances : the only point 
our modern infidels want to 
make out from the writings of 

their precleceilbrs who lived co- 
temporary to thefe fads, and 
wanted neither power nor abili- 
ties, nor inclination to detect 
a fraud in them ; yet this they 
were never able to do in any one 
circumftance or miracle of Chrifi's 
life. And we cannot imagine 
they were wanting to praclife 
every art upon many of the eye- 
witncfTes, efpecially upon spo- 
liate chrillians among the firft 
difciples who could not but be 
all confeious of a confpiracy in 
a cheat, had there been any.. 
But the publick evidence of thefe 
facts, the fincere humility and 
virtue of the witncfTes, their 
multitude, unanimity and con- 
ilancy in the tellimony they gave 
to the miracles and other events, 
removed all pofTibility of doubt. 
We mult add, that this their te- 
ftimony they maintained againil 
all human motives and pallions, 
and joyfully fealed the fame with 
their death and under every fort 
of torment and fuflering. 1 can- 
not difmifs this fubject without 
mentioning two other reflections. 

Firft, that it is an undoubted mat- 
ter of fact, that of all the ad- 
verfaries that attacked chriiliani- 
ty at the beginning, not one ever 
had the afiiuaiice to return to 
the charge after the firll defeat; 
and no pagan attempted to an- 
fwer Origen or any oilier of our 
apologilh. When the fpirit of 
controverfy, which is always fo 
keen, fubtlc and fertile, is drove 
to this extremity, we need not 

ail: 
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St. G E O R G E, M. 

About the year 303* 

ST. George is honoured in the catholick church as one of 
the moft illuftrious martyrs of Chrift. The Greeks have 
long diftinguiihed him by the title of the great martyr ^ and keep 
his fcftival an holyday of obligation. There flood formerly in 
Conftantinople five or fix churches dedicated in his honour; 
the oldeft of which was always laid to have been built by Con- 
ftantine the Great ; who feems alfo to have been the founder 
of the church of St. George which flood over his tomb in V 
leftine. Both thefe churches were certainly built under the i rft 
chriftian ernperours. In the middle of the fixth age the en- 
perour Juftinian erecled a new church, in honour of thij 
faint, at Bizanes in Lefler Armenia : the emperour Mauritius 
founded one in Conftantinople. It is related in the life of St. 
Theodorus of Siceon, that he ferved God a long while in a 

chapel 



alk whether the anfwcrs that 
forced them were folid. Se- 
condly, all thefe adverfaries con- 
feflcd the truth of the miracles 
wrought by Chrift and his apo- 
ftles, and could make no other 
reply than by afcribing them 
to magic?* : which is a clear 
proof of the undoubted evidence 
of the fafts. See the tefti mo- 
nies of Culfus (in Origen 1. 1. 
and z ) of the Jews (in Tcrtul- 
lian contra Juda. 1 c. n. p. 48.) 
of Juhan the anon* ate (in St. 
Cyril 1. 6. p 191. T. 6. part?.) 
of Porphyrins, as St. Jcrom te- 
llific.> (t. conir. Vigilant.) &c. As 
to the teUiinony of Origen con- 
cerning miracles wrought in hia 
time, Mr. |ortin wiiies as fol- 
lows, (T.* z. p. zyj.) " lie 



" fpeaks of miracles which were 
u performed even then, as heal- 
ing the fick, and calling out 
devils by invocation of Jcfus, 
44 and he mentions fomc who 
" were converted to chriftianity 
*' by vifions and revelations. 
" He fpeaks of fome of thefe 
" things as one who was well 
" informed, and he appeals to 
" God that what he fays is true. 
•* Thus much may be affirmed 
<4 that he was utterly incapable 
" of allirming a fad which he 
44 knew or ful peeled to be fall'e." 
It is probable, that among other 
converfions effected by vifions, 
he had in his thoughts that ot 
Bahlidcs by a vilion of St. I'o- 
taniiama, who wan a difciple ot 
Origen. Sec her life. 
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chapel which bore the name of St. George, had a particular 
' devotion to this glorious martyr, and ftrongly recommended 
' the fame to Mauritius, when he foretold him the empire- One 
of the churches of St. George in Conftantinople called Man- 
o-anes, with a monaftery adjoining, gave to the Hellefporit the 
name of the Arm of St. George. To this day is St. George 
honoured as principal patron or tutelar faint by leveral eaftern 
nations, particularly the Georgians. The Byzantine hiftorians 
relate feveral battles to have been gained, and other miracles 
wrought through his interceilion. From frequent pilgrimages 
to his church arid tomb in Palefline > performed by thofe wha 
vifited the Holy Land, his veneration was much propagated 
over the Weft. St. Gregory of Tours mentions him as highly 
celebrated in France in the fixth century (1). St. Gregory 
the Great ordered an old church of St. George which was 
fallen to decay, to be repaired (2). His office is found in the 
facramentary of that pope, and many others (3). St. Clotil- 
dis, wife of Clbvis, the firft chriftian king of France, creeled 
altars under his name ; and the church of Chelles, built by 
her, was originally dedicated in his honour. The ancient life 
of Droclovaeus mentions, that certain relicks of Sc. George 
were placed in the church of St. Vincent, now called St. 
Germans, in Paris, when it was firft confecrated. Fortunatus 
of Poitiers wrote an epigram on a church of St. George, 
in Mentis. The interceflion of this faint was implored elpe- 
cially in battles, and by warriours, as appears by feveral in- 
ftances in the Byzantine hiftory, and he is laid to have been 
himfelf a great foldier. He is at this day the tutelar faint of 
the republick of Genoa $ and was chofen by our anceftors in 
the fame quality under our firft Norman kings. The great 
national council held at Oxford in 1222, commanded his 
. feaft to be kept a holyday of the Idler rank throughout all Eng- 
land (4). Under his name and enfign was inftituted by our 
victorious king Edward III. in 1 330, the moft noble Order of 
knighthood in Europe, confiftiug of twenty- five knights bc- 
fides the fovereign. Its eftablifhment is dated fifty years before 
the knights of St. Michael were inftitutcd in Fiance by Lewis 
XI. eighty years before the Order of the Golden Fleece, efta- 
blifhcd by Philip the Good, duke of .Burgundy ; and 190 be- 
fore the Order of St. Andrew was fet up in Scotland by James 
V* The ernperour Frederick IV. inftitutcd in 1470, an Or- 
der 
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der of knights in honour of St. George ; and an honourable 
military Order in Venice bears his name (5). 

The extraordinary devotion of all Christendom to this faint (a 1 
is an authentick proof how glorious his triumph and name have 
always been in the church. All his acts relate, that he fufferd 
under Diocletian at Nicomedia. According to the account 
given us by Metaphraftes, he was born in Cappadocia of noble 
chriftian parents. After the death of his father he went with 
his mother into Palefline, fhe being a native of that country, 
and having there a confiderable eftate which fell to her fon 
George. He was ftrong and robufi in body, and having em- 
braced the profeflion of a foldier, was made a tribune or colo- 
nel in the army. By his courage and conduct he was foon 
preferred to higher {rations by the emperour Diocletian. When 
that prince waged war againil the chriftian religion, St. George 
laid afide the marks of his dignity, threw up his com million 
and ports, and complained to the emperour himfelf of his reve- 
nues and bloody edicts. He was immediately caft into prifoii, 
and tried firft by promifes - y and afterwards put to the qucftion, 
and tortured with great cruelty : but nothing could fliakc his 
conftancy. The next day he was led through the city and be- 

headed, 

(5) See F. Honore Hill, des Ordres de Chevalerie. 



(a) Certain ancient hereticks 
forged falfe ac~ls of St. George, 
which the learned pope Gelafius 
condemned in his famous Ro- 
man council in 494. Calvin and 
the Centurxators call him an ima- 
ginary faint : but their /lander is 
confuted by moil: authentick ti- 
tles and monuments. J uric u 
(Apol. dc Reform. T. 1.) Rey- 
nolds and Echard blufh not to 
confound him with George the 
Arian ufurper of the fee of 
Alexandria, the infamous perfe- 
cutor of St. Athanafuis and the 
catholicks, whom he endeavour- 
ed to dragoon into Arianiim, by 
butchering great numbers, ba- 
n ilhing their biihops, plundering 
the h cuius of orphans and wi- 
dows, and outraging the nuns 
with the utinolt barbarity, till 
the Gentiles, exafpe rated by his 
cruelties and icaudalous beha- 



viour, matfacred him under Ju- 
lian. The (lories of the combat 
of St. George with the magician 
Athanalius, and the like trump 
ry, come from the mint of die 
Arians, as Baronius takes no- 
tice : and we find them rejected 
by pope Gelafius and the other 
catholicks, who were too well 
acquainted with the Arian wolf, 
whofe a£ls they condemned, to 
confound him with this illuAfl- 
ous martyr of Chrift. Though 
the forgciics of the hereticks 
have been fo blended with the 
truth in the hiltory of this holy 
martyr, that, as we have it, 
there is no means of fcparating 
the ltcrling from the counterfeit. 
See in Dr. Hcylin's hillory 0 
St. George the teilimonies of 
writers in every age from UcU* 
fius 1. in 492, downwards, con- 
cerning this holy martyr. 
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headed. Some think him to have been the fame ill urinous young 
man who tore down the edicts when they were firfl fixed up at 
Nicomedia, as Ladtantius relates in his book On the death of the 
pcrfecutors(6). The reafon why St. George has been regarded as 
the patron of military men, is partly upon the fcore of his pro- 
feilion, and partly upon the credit of a relation of his appear- 
ing to the chriftian army in the holy war, before the battle of 
Antioch. The fuccefs of this battle proving fortunate to the 
chriftians, under Godfrey of Boulogne, made the name of St* 
George more famous in Europe, and difpofed the military 
men to implore more particularly his intercellion. This devo- 
tion was confirmed, as it is /aid, by an apparition of St. 
George to our king Richard I. in his expedition againft: the 
Saracens : which vifion being declared to the troops was to 
them a great encouragement, and they foon after de(eated the 
enemy (7). St. George is ufually painted on horfeback, and 
tilting at a dragon under his feet : but this repre fen tati on is no 
more than an emblematical figure, purporting, that by his faith 
and chriftian fortitude he conquered the devil, called the dra- 
gon in the Apocalypfe. Though many difhonour the profefc. 
lion of arms by a Jicentioufnefs of manners, yet to fhew us 
that perfect fanclity is attainable in all ftates, we find the names 
of more foldiers recorded in the martyrologies than almoft of any 
other profeffion. Every true difciple of Chrift muft be a martyr 
in the difpofition of his heart, as he muft be ready to lofe all, 
and to fuffer any thing rather than to offend God. Every good 
chriftian is alfo a martyr by the patience and courage witk 
which he bears all trials. 

On the fame DAY 

St. Adalbert, bifhop of Prague, M. He was born of noble 
parentage in Bohemia, in 956, and received at baptifm the namt* 
of YVoytiech, which in the Sctavonian tongue fignifies Help of the 
army. In his childhood his parents law themfclves in great danger 
of lofing him by ficknefs, and in that extremity confecratcd him to 
<iod by vow before the altar of the lilcfled Virgin, faying : " O 
" Lord, let not this fon live to us, but to you among the clergy, 
*' and under the patronage of your Mother." The child hereupon 
recovering was lent by them without delay to Adalbert, archbiihop 
of Magdebourg, to be educated in piety and learning. The arch- 
biihop provided him with the ableit mailers, and at confirmation 
gave him his own name, Adalbert or Albeit. The noble pupil in 
his progreis in learning outdid the higheii expectations of his fpiri- 
tvtal father and mallei * j* but made piety his principal lludy. The 

Vol. II. M hours 

(») See the adls of St. Anthimus and Comp, (.7) See Dr- 

"eylitffi biliary of St, George. 
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hours of recreation he fpent chiefly in prayer, and in fecretly vilit. 
ing and relieving the poor and the fick. After nine years the arch, 
bifhop died, in 981, and our faint returned into Bohemia, with an 
ufeful library which he had collected . In 983, he was promoted 
to holy Orders by Diethmar bilhop of Prague, That prelate fell 
fick foon after, and drawing near his end, cried out, in a manner j 
that terrified all the by-ftanders, that the devils were ready to fcize 
his foul on account of his having negledted the duties of his charge, 
and purfued with eagernefs the riches, honours and pleafures of the 
world. Adalbert, who had been prefent at that prelate's death in 
thefe fentiments, was not only terrified with the reft, but being 
touched with the livelieff. fentiments of compunction for whatever 
he had done amifs in the former part of his life, put on a hair-fhirt, ; 
went from church to church in the habit of a penitent to implore 
God's mercy, and dealt out his alms with a very liberal hand. An 
aiTembly was held a few days after for the choice of a fucceffour, and 
Adalbert's oppofition proving ineffectual to prevent his election to 
the vacant bifhoprick, he received epifcopal ordination at the hands 
cf the archbifhop of Mentz in 983. From that day he was never feen 
to fmile, and being afked the reafon, made thisanfwer: " It is an 
*' eafy thing to wear the mitre and a crofs ; but it is a moll dread- 
" ful circumftance to have an account to give of a bifhoprick to the 
** judge of the living and the dead." JHe entered Prague barefoot, 1 
and was received by Boleflas, prince of Bohemia, and all the 
people with great joy. His firff. care was to divide the revenues of 
his iee into four parts, allotting the nrft to the fupport of the fabrick 
and ornaments of his church ; the fecond to the maintenance of his 
canons, and the third to the relief of the poor : referving the fourth 
for himfclf and his houfhold in which he conftantly maintained 
twelve poor men in honour of the twelve apoflles, and allowed pro- 
vifions to a much greater number on feftivals, bcfides employing his 
own patrimony in alms. He had in his chamber a good bed, but 
on which he never lay ; taking his ihort reft on a fackcloth, or oh 
the bare floor. His fafts were frequent, and his whole life moil 
siuftcrc. He preached almofl every day, and vifitcd the poor in 
their cottages, and the prifoncrs in their dungeons. A great part 
of his dioccfe had continued till then involved in the (hades of ido* 
latry, and the re It mere barbarians in their manners, flaves to their 
pafiions, and chriiiians only in name. landing them, by inveterate 
habits and long connivance, incorrigeably fixed in their evil courfts, 
he made a journey to Rome, and obtained of pope John XV. leave 
to retire in 98c). lie viiitcd mount Caflino, and put on the mo- 
naltiek habit, together with his brother Gaudentius, at St. Boni- 
face's in Koine, He took the I all place in the monaflery, and pre- 
ferred always the meaneil cilices in the houfc. After live years the 
arehbiihop of Mentz. in 99.1, urged the pope to fend him back to 
his bifhoprick. His Holinefs, upon mature deliberation on the af- 
fair, ordered him to return ; but declared him at full liberty to with- 
draw a fecond time, in cafe the people continued difbbedient arm 
incorrigible as before. At his arrival in Prague the inhabitants re- 
ceived him with threat ftccliuuutions and readily promifed an exatf 

obedience 
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obedience to his directions, but proved as deaf to his admonitions 
as cyer. Seeing himfelf ufelefs here, and only in danger of lofing 
his own foul, he left them, purfuant to the licence he had received, 
and preached the gofpel in Hungary ; where among others he con- . 
verted their king Stephen, famous afterwards for his fanc~tity. 
Though this event more probably happened on his former departure 
from Prague, about fix years before. At his return to his monaftery 
in Rome, his abbot Leo made him prior, in which ftation he be- 
haved with his ufual humility, and condefcenfion to the meanert. 
offices of the houfe, The emperour Otho III. was fo much de- 
lighted with his converfation, that he could fcarce bear him out of 
jus fight. At the repeated folicitations of the archbifhop of Mentz*. 
pope Gregory V. fent him once more to his diocefe. On the news 
of his approach, the barbarous citizens having at their head Bo- 
leflas, the wicked prince of Bohemia, marTacred feveral of his re- 
lations, and burnt their caftles and towns. The bifliop being in- 
formed of thefe outragious meafures inftead of proceeding on his 
journey to Prague went to his friend Boleflas, then duke,- and after- 
wards the firrt king of Poland, who after fome time advifed him to* 
* fend deputies to the people of Prague, to know if they would ad- 
mit him as their bilhop and obey his directions, or not. The> 
anefiage was received with fcorn, and they returned for anfwer*. 
*hat there was too great an opposition between his ways and theirs,* 
for him to expect to live in peace among them : that they were con- 
vinced it was not a zeal to reform them, but a defire to revenger 
the death of his relations, that prompted him to feek a re-ad-^. 
million which if he attempted he might be amared of meeting with 
a very indifferent reception. The iaint took this refufal of his 
people for a fufficient difcharge for the prefent, which made him* 
direct his thoughts to the converfion of in ridels with which Poland 
and Pruflia then abounded. Having converted great numbers irt 
Poland, he, with his two companions Bennetand Gaudcntius, went 
into PruiTia, which had not as yet received the light of the gofpel* 
and made many converts atDantzick. Being conveyed thence into, 
a fmall illand, they were prefently furrounded by the favage inha- 
bitants who loaded them with injuries ; and one of them coming 
behind the faint as he was reciting the pfalcer, knocked him down* 
with the oar of a boat, upon which he returned thanks to God for 
thinking him worthy to fufFer for the lake of his crucified Redeemer* 
St. Adalbert and his companions attempted after this to preach the: 
gofpel in another place in the neighbourhood, but with, no better 
fueccJii j being cold on their arrival that if they did not depart thci 
next day it mould coll them their lives. They accordingly with- 
drew in order to provide for their fafety, and had laid thcmfelves 
down to take a little rcfl after their fatiguas ; when being purfucd, 
they were overtaken by a party of the iniidels, by whom they were: 
fei/cd, and bound as victims dellined for a {acrifice. bt. Adalbert 
ottered his life to God by an ardent prayer in which he begged of 

of his murderers. The prielL of the 



him the pardon and falvation of his murderers. The pr 
idols li rll pierced him in the breall with his lance, faying: You 
*' ou^ui now to rejoice i for you had it always in your mouth that 
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«* it was your dcfire to die for Chrifl: " Six others gave him each 
a ftab with their lances ; of which (even wounds he died on the 
twenty-third of April 997- The heathens cut off his head, and 
fixed it on a pole : his two companions they cairried away captives. 
Boleflas, duke of Poland, bought the corpfe of the martyr at a 
great price, and tranilated it to the abbey of Tremezno, with 
great folemztity* and from thence, in 998, to Gnefaa, where it 
is kept with great honour in the cathedral, and has been rendered 
famous by many miracles. In the catalogue of the rich treafury of 
relicks, kept in the electoral palace of Hanover, printed at Han. 
ewer in folio, in 1713, is mentioned a portion of thofe of St. Adal- 
bert in a precious fhrlne. 

St. Adalbert is ftyled the apofiie of Pruffia, though he only plane 
ed the faith at Dactzick. The prefent king of Pruflia, in his ele- 
gant memoirs of the houfe of Brandenburg { 1 } tells us, that the 
conversion of the country of Brandenburg was began by the con- 
quers and zeal of Charlemagne, and completed in 928, under Henry 
the Fowler who again fubdued that territory : that the Pruflians were 
originally Sarmatians, the rnoft favage of all the northern idolaters ; 
that they adored their idols under oak trees, being lb-angers to the 
elegance of temples : and that they facriflced prifoners, taken from 
their enemies, to their falfe gods. After the martyrdom of St. 
Adalbert, three kings of Poland, all named Boleflas, attempted in 
vain to fubdue them. The Teutonick knights, in 1 239, conquered 
that country, and planted chnftianity in it. See the two lives 

of St. Adalbert written foon after his death. 
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St FIDELIS, of Sigmarengen, M. 

From the procefi of bis canonization*, and other memoirs collefled 
by F, 'Tljeodore of Paris y of the fame Order of Capuchin friars. 
See the arts of the canonization of SS. Fideiis of Sigmarengen, 
Peter Regalaii^ Jofeph of Leonijfa and Catharine Ricci by B<- 

ncdialtlV. 1749. Folio. 

A. D. 1622. 

HE was born in 1577* at Sigmarengen, a town in Ger- 
many, in the principality of rloinveuzollern* Thenars 
of his father was John Rey. The faint was chriftcned Mark, 

performed his lliuiics in the umvcrfity of Fribourg in Switzer- 
land, 



(s) P, 36. and 264 
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land, and iphilft he taught philofpphy commenced doflor of 
Jaws. He at that time never drank wine 'and wore a hair-fhirt. 
His modeiry, meeknefs, cbaftity, and all other virtues charmed 
all that had the happincfs of His acquaintance. In 1604, he 
accompanied three young gentlemen 'of that country, on 
their travels through the principal parts of Europe. During 
fix years which he continued iri this employment, he never ceaf- 
ed to inftill into them the mbft herpick, and tender fentiments 
of piety. He received the lioly facrainent very frequently, par- 
ticularly on all the principal hofydays : in every town where he 
came he viiited the hofpitais, and churches, pafled feveral hours 
on his knees in the pretence of the blefled facrament, and gave 
to the poor fomeiiines the very clothes off bis back. After this 
be practt fed the law in quality of counfeliour or advocate, at 
Colrnar in Aliace, with great reputation, but with greater vir- 
tue. Juftice and religion directed ail his actions. He fcrupu- 
loufiy forehoie all invectives, detractions, and whatever might 
affect the reputation of any adversary. His charity procured 
him the furname of counfeliour and advocate for the poor: but 
the injuftices of a collegue in protracting iaw-fuits for gain, 
and his finding fault with our faint for producing all his proofs* 
for his clients in the beginning, in order to the quicker diipatch, 
gave him a difguft of a profeflion which was to many an occa- 
iion of fin, and determined him to enter among the Capuchin 
friars (#). Fie firft received holy orders, and having faid his 
flrft mafs in their convent at Fribpiirg pn the feaft of St. Fran- 
cis, in 1 61 2, he confecrated hirnfelf to God by taking the ha- 
bit. The guardian gave him in religion the name of Fidclis* 
i>r faithfuly alluding to that text of the Apocalypfe which 
promifes a crown of life to him who ihaJl continue faithful to 
the end. From that moment humiliations, macerations, and 
implicit obedience were his delight. He overcame temptations 
by difcovering them to his director, and fubmittinn; to his ad- 
vice with regard to his conduct under them. By his laft will 
he bequeathed his patrimony to the bifhop's (eminary, for the 
cflabliflnnent of a fund for the fupport of poor tiudents, to 
whom he alfo left his library ; and gave the remainder of hi? 
fubfiancc to the poor. In regard to drefs and furniture, he al- 
ways chofe that tor his own ufe which was the Jeaft valuable 
and convenient. He failed Advent, Lent, and Vigils on 
bread and water with dried fruits, tatting nothing which had 
been drelied by iirc* His life was a continued prayer and rc- 

M 3 col • 
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formation of the Francifcans or Bafci, and approved by Clc* 
Grcy-lnars, commenced in Italy mem Vlil. 
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collection, and at his devotions he feemed rather like an angel 
than a man. His earneft and perpetual petition to God was 
that he would always preferve him from fin, and from falling 
into tepidity or floth in his fervice. He fought the moft abjedt 
and moft painful employments even when fuperiour > knowing 
that God exalts thofe higheft who have here humbled them- 
felves the loweft and the neareft to their own nothingnefs. He 
had no fooner finifhed his courfe of theology, than he was em* 
ployed in preaching and in hearing confeilions ; and being fent 
iuperiour to the convent of Weltkirchen, that town and many 
neighbouring places were totally reformed by his zealous la- 
bours, and feveral Calvinifts converted. The Congregation 
de propaganda fide fent to father Fidelis a commiilion to go and 
preach among the Grifons 5 and he was the firft miifionary 
that was fent into thofe parts after that people had embraced 
Calvinifm. Eight other fathers of his Order were his afliftants 
and laboured in this miflion under his direction. The Calvi- 
nifts of that territory, being incenfed at his attempt, loudly 
threatened his life, and he prepared himfelf for martyrdom on 
entering upon this new harveft. Ralph de Salis, and another 
Calvinift gentleman were converted by his firft conferences. 
The miflionary penetrated into Pretigout, a fmall diftridl of the 
<Jrifons, in 1622, on the feaft of the Epiphany, and gained 
every day new conquefts to Chrift ; the converfion of which 
fouls ought to be regarded as more the fruit of the ardent 
prayers in which he palled great part of the nights, than of his 
fermons and conferences in the day. Thefe wonderful effects 
of his apoftolick zeal, whereof the biftiop of Coire fent a large 
and full account to the Congregation de propaganda^ fo enraged 
the Calvinifts in that province who had lately rebelled againft 
the emperour their fovereign, that they were determined to 
(bear with them no longer. The holy father having notice 
of it, thought of nothing but preparing himfelf for his con- 
iliiSt, paffing whole nights in fervent prayer, before the bleflcd 
iacrament, or before his crucifix, and often proftrate on the 
ground. On the twenty-fourth of April 1622, he made his 
confcllion to his companion with great compunction, faid 
mate, and then preached at Gruch, a confidcrable borough. 
At the end of his fcrmon which lie delivered with more than 
ordinary lire, he ftood ill cut on a fudden, with his eyes fixed 
on heaven, in an extafy, during fome time. He foretold Ins 
death to feveral perfons in the cleared terms, and fubferibcu 
his J aft letters in this manner : cc Brother Fidelis, who will he 
*< fhortly the food of worms." From Gruch he went to 
preach at Scvis, where with great energy he exhorted the ca- 

ttoolicks to coixftancy in the faith. A Calvinift having dii- 
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charged his mufket at h im in the church, the catholicks in- 
treated him to leave the place. He anfwered, that death was 
his gain and his joy, and that he was ready to Jay down his 
life in God's caufe. On his road back to Gruch he met twenty 
Calvinift foldiers with a minifter at their head. They called 
him falfe prophet, and urged him to embrace their feci:. He 
anfwered : " I am fent to you to confute, not to embrace your 
" herefy. The catholick religion is the faith of all ages, I 
" fear not death." One of them beat him down to the 
ground, by a ftroke on his head with his backfword. The 
martyr rofe again on his knees, and ftretching out his arms in 
the form of a crofs, faid with a feeble voice : " Pardon my 
" enemies, O Lord : blinded by paflion they know not what 
" they do. Lord Jefus have pity on me. Mary, mother of 
cc Jefus, aflifl me." Another ftroke clove his fkull, and he 
fell to the grdund and lay weltering in his blood. The foldiers 
not content with this, added many ilabs in his body, and hack- 
ed his left leg, as they faid, to punifh him for his many jour- 
nies into thofe parts to preach to them. A catholick woman 
lay concealed near the place during this butchery ; and after 
the foldiers were gone coming out to fee the effedts of it, 
found the martyr's eyes open, and fixed on the heavens. He 
died in 1622, the forty-fifth year of his age, and the tenth of 
his religious profefiion. He was buried by the catholicks the 
next day. The rebels were foon after defeated by the impe- 
rialifts, an event which the martyr had foretold them. The 
minifter was converted by this circumftance, and made a pub- 
lick abjuration of his herefy. After fix months, the martyr's 
body was found uncorrupt, but the head and left arm fepa- 
rate from the trunk. Thefe. being put into two cafes were 
tranflated from thence to the cathedral of Coire, at the earneffc 
fuit of the bifhop, and laid under the high altar with great, 
pomp ; the remainder of the corpfe was clcpofitcd in the Ca- 
puchins church at Weltkirchen. Three miracles performed by 
his relicks and interceflion, out of 305 produced, are inferted 
in the decree of his beatification, pubhfhed by pope Benedict 
XIII. in 1729. Many other miracles were proved, and the 
decree of his canonization was publifhed by Benedict XIV. in 

1744., on tnc twenty-fourth of April, the day of his fcftivah 

On the fame DAY 

St. Josr.pn of Lconifla, C. This faint was of the fame Order, 
nnd was like wife canonized by the prefent pope Ken edict XIV. He 
was born in 1556, at Leon Ufa, a 1 mall town near Otncoli, in th« 
tcclofullical iWte A and at eighteen years of a^o made his profcllioit 
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among the Capuchin friars, in the place* of his birth, taking the 
name of Jofeph ; for before he was called Eufranius. He was ai. 
ways mild, humble, chalte, patient, charitable, mortified and 
obedient to an heroick degree: with the utmoit fervour, and on the 
'jnoft perfect motive of religion he endeavoured to glorify God in 
all his actions. Three days in the week he ufually took no other 
fuftenancc than bread and water, and pa/Ted feveral lents in the 
year after the fame manner. His bed was hard boards, with the 
trunk of a vine for his pillow.- The love of injuries, contumelies, 
and humiliations made him find in them his greater! joy. He looked 
upon hirofclf as the bafeft of finners, and faid, that indeed God', 
by his infinite mercy, had prelerved him from grievous crimes ; but 
that by his flpth, ingratitude and infidelity to the divine grace, he 
deferved to have been abandoned by God above all creatures. By 
this humility and mortification he crucified in himfelf the old man 
tuuith bis deed., and prepared his foul for heavenly communications 
in prayer and contemplation, which was his affiduous exercife. The 
•bufferings of Chrift were the favourite and moll ordinary object of 
his devotions. He ufually preached with a crucifix in his hands, 
and the fire of his words kindled a flame in the hearts of his hearers 
and penitents. In i 587, he was fent by his fuperiours into Turky, 
to labour as a mifiioner among the chriitians at Pera, a fuburb of 
Constantinople. He there encouraged and ferved the chriftian gal. 
ley-llaves with wonderful charity and fruit, efpecially during a vio* 
lent peltilence with which he himfelf was feized, but recovered. 
He converted many apoitat.es, one of whom was a Baihaw*. By 
preaching the faith to the Mahometans he incurred the utmoft ^ve- 
rity of the Turkifh laws, was twice impfifoned, and the fecond 
time condemned to a cruel death. He was hung on a gibbet by one 
hand, which was fattened by a chain, and pierced with a fharp 
hook at the end of the chain ; and by one foot in the fame manner. 
Having been fome time on the gibbet, he was releafed, and the 
fentencc of death was changed by the Sultan into banifhment. 
Wherefore embarking for Italy he landed at Venice ; and after a 
two years abfencc arrived at .Leonifla. He refumed his apoftolick 
labours in his own country with extraordinary zeal and an uncom- 
mon benediction from heaven. 1 o complete his facrifice he fuf- 
f tired very much towards the end of his life from a painful cancer,, 
to extirpate which he underwent two incifions without the leaft 
groan or complaint, only repeating : " Holy Mary, pray for us mi- 
«« ferable afflicted finners:" and holding all the while a crucifix in 
his hand, on which he fixed his eyes. When fome faid before the 
operation that he ought to be bound or held, he pointed to the cru- 
cifix, faying : " This is the ilrongeft-bapd : this \v\ll hold me un- 
** moved better than any cords could do. M The operation proving 
unfuccc/sful, the faint happily expired on the fourth day of Fe- 
bruary, in 1 61 z, being fifty- eight years old. -See the hiftory of 

his miracles in the acts of his beatification, which ceremony was 
performed by Clement XI L in 1737, and in thofe of his canonisa- 
lion by JJeued ict XI V. 1749. 
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St ME>tiTus 3 A.rchbifhop of .Canterbury, C. He w.as a Ro- 
•man abbot, whom St. Gregory fent oyer hither : in 601, at .the 
head of a fecond colony of /niffioners to affift ,St. Auftin, by 
'whom he was ordained the flfil bifhoo of London or pf the 
<Eaft-Saxons, baptized Sebert the king with a great part of his 
nation : and by his liberality, in .604, ; laid the foundation of 
the cathedral church of St. Paul's, and, in 609, of the monafte- 
W of St. Peter at Thorney, whiqh was rebuilt by king Edgar, 
aad again moil fun*ptuo"{ly by St. Edward the Confefibr, and is 
now called Weftmirifter. This chriftian and learned prince, dying 
"about 616, left His dominions tp his three fons, Sexred, Seward 
and Si^ebert', whom he had .not been fo happy as to recover 
from their idolatry, though t;hey had kept their heathenifm private 
during their father's life. After his death they declared themfelves 
pagans, and gave their fubje&s the liberty of returning to their 
former idolatrous worlhip. Yet when they faw our holy bilhop at 
the altar and giving the blefled eucharift to the people, they would 
not be fatisfled, unlefs he would give them fqme qf that fine white 
bread, as they called it, he 'was u fed to give their father. He told 
them their requell mould be granted, on condition they would be 
baptized as their father was ; but this they would not hear of, al- 
leging they had no need of baptifmi but ftili infilled on receiving 
the confccrated bread ; and on the bilhop's refufal to gratify 
them in their unreafonable requeft, they banifhed him their do- 
minions. Thefe three princes after a reign of fix years, going on 
an expedition againft the Weft- Saxons, were all three flain in battle. 
jBut though the chief promoters of paganifm were taken off, their 
people, being inured again to idolatry, did not return to the faith 
before the year 628, according to the Saxon annals. St. Mellitus 
pafl'ed over to France, but foon returned, and upon the death of St. 
Laurence in 619, was tranflated to the fee of Canterbury, being.thc 
third archbilhop of that fee. Whilft fick of the gout, he By his 
prayers flopped a furious conflagration which had already laid no 
fmall part of that city in allies, and which no hands had been able 
to get under. He died April the twenty-fourth, 624. — See Bedc, 
Le Ntve's Fafti, Britannia Sa.nct a. 

SS. Bona or Beuve, and Doda, Virgins and abbciTes. St. 
Eeuve was of the royal blood of France, nearly related to king 
Dagobert, and one of the principal ladies of the court. She edi- 
fied the whole kingdom by her virtues in the world above thirty 
years, but rejected all foli citations to marry, defiring to devote her- 
i'clf entirely to the fervice of God. Her brother St Baudry or 
BaUlerick, who had fome years before founded the monallery of 
Moimtfaucon, which he governed in quality of abbot, built a nunnery 
in honour of the Blcffcd Virgin in the fuburba of Klieijus in 639. St. 
Bcuve there took the religious habit, and notwithllanding her tears 
and opposition, was chofen the full abbefs of this hou/e. By her 
example fhe conducted her religious fillers in the perfect fpirit of hu- 
mility, poverty, mortification and prayer, and died in 673, leaving 
behind her a Iwcet odour of her fanclity and virtues to all France. 



•She was fucceeded by her niece St, Doda, a faithful imitator of her 

fpiri t 
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lpirit and virtues. The bodies of SS. Beuve and Doda were afe r . 
wards removed to St. Peter's abbey within the city. 

St. Gerard, Bifhop of Toul, C. Being taken out of the eleri- 
cal feminary of Cologne he was confecrated biihop of Tou], j fl 
963. In this new dignity he praclifed the fame aufterities andpe. 
nance, and prefer ved the fame fplrit of recollection and prayer 
•which had before rendered him the model and admiration of all who 
knew him : only he added new fervour to thofe virtues, and joined 
with them the aifiduous labours of preaching, and his other epifco. 
pal functions. His whole care and attention was directed to dif. 
chage the • fpirituai duties annexed to his office : as to his re. 
venues, he regarded them as the patrimony of the poor, and 
employed them in charities. Such was the reputation of his 
fan&ity, that in a pilgrimage which he made to Rome, he was 
every where received as a faint, and conducted from town to 
town in publick proceffions. He fpared nothing to procure his 
flock relief in the time of a great famine, and fufFered much from 
certain powerful lords for protecting the poor againil: their oppref. 
iions ; he 'proceeded fo far as to excommunicate the moll notorious 
offenders. He died in 994, and was canonized by St. Leo IX. in 

1050 -ee his life written twenty-fix years after his death in the 

Acta Sanctorum. 




APRIL 25. 

St. MAR K, Evangelift. 

From Enf chins y St. Jeroin^ itfe. colhfled by Tillemont, T. 2. ft 

89. Calmety T. 7. ci?V. 

ST. Mark was of Jcwifh extraction. The flyle of his 
gofpel abounding with Hebraifms fhews that he was by 
birth a Jew, and that the Hebrew language was more natural 
to him than the Greek. His acts fay he was of Cyrenaica, and 
Becle from them adds, of the race of Aaron. Papias quoted 
by Kufebius (1), alio St. Auflin (?.), and others fay, lie was 
convened by the apoftles after ChriA's refurrcction. St. la- 
n;vus (3) calls him the difciple and interpreter of St. Peter, and 
according to Origen and St. Jerom, he is the lame Miufc 
whom St. Peter calls his ion (4). By his office of interpreter to 



(r) Hilt. b. 3. c. 39. (2) L. 1, de conf. cvang. c. i- 

f3) j * ^ *• U) 1 I'et. V. 13. 
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^St. Peter, fome underftood that St. Mark was the author of 
Ithe ftyle of his epiftles ; others, that he was employed 
*as a tranfiator into Greek or Latin of what the apoftle 
."had written in his own tongue, as occaiion might require it. 
?St. Jerom and fome others take him to be the fame with that 
f John, furnamed Mark, fon to the fitter of St. Barnabas r but 
*it is generally believed they were different perfons : and that 
-the latter was with St. Paul in the Eaflr, at the fame time that 
Uhe evangelift was at Rome or at Alexandria. According to 

3 Papias and St. Clement of Alexandria, he wrote his gofpel at 
'the requeft. of the Romans ; who, as they relate (5), defired to 
"have that committed to writing which St. Peter had taught them 
f by word of mouth. Mark, to whom this requeft was made, 

did accordingly fet himfelf to recollect what he had by : long 
.converfation learned from St. Peter for he had never feen our 
Saviour in the flefii. St. Peter rejoiced at the affection of the faith- 
ful 5 and having revifed the work, approved of it and authorized 

4 it to be read in the religious affemblies of the faithful. Hence it 
might be,, that, as we learn from Tertullian(6 > ), fome attributed 

* this gofpel to St. Peter himfelf (#). Many judge by comparing 
.the two gofpels, that St., Mark abridged that of St. Matthew; 
for he relates the fame things, and often ufes the fame words ; 
but he adds feveral particular circumftances, and changes the 
order of the narration, in which he agrees with St. Luke and 
St. John. He relates two hiftories not mentioned by St. Mat- 
thew, namely, that of the widow giving two mites (7), and 
that of Chrift's appearing to the two difciples going to Em- 

maus. 



(5) Euf. Hifl: b. 2. c. 16. 
c. 5. (7) Mark xii. 

[a) St. Epiphanius (hrcr. 51.) 
Gregory Nazianaen (Or. 25. & 
carm. 34.) St. Jerom (Cat.) &-c. 
•iflirm the fame. Baronius (ad 
an. 45 ) and Selden think his 
gofpel was firfl written in Latin, 
bee a ufe it was compiled for the 
benefit of the Romans : but the 
Cteek language was commonly 
tuuletilood among them. St. 
Anllm, St. Jerom and mo ft of 
die ancients iuppofe the (J reek 
certainly to be the original ; in- 
ijml the jlyle itfclf (hews it and 

f"c learned are now commonly 



(6) Tcrt. cont. Marclon. b. 4. 



agreed in this point. An old 
inanufcript of this gofpel is kept 
in St. Maik's trcafury in Venice, 
and is there faid to he. the origi- 
nal copy written by the rvange- 
lilt himfeli". It is written ow 
Egyptian papyrus, and according 
to the belt accounts in Latin, ic 
was conveyed from Aquilcia to 
Venice in the fifteenth century. 
The einperour Charles IV. in 

1355, obtained from /WpiiJeia, 
the two lalt leaver, which arm 
kept at Prague. See Cahuet cm 
th it; ancient mrmufciipt. 
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ffiaus. St^ Auffin (8} calls him the Abridger <f St. Mattl®, 
J3ut Ce 31 er and fome others think nothing clearly proves that 
Be made ocfe of St. Matthew's, gofpel- This evangclift h coq. 
crfe in his narrations, and writes with a moft pleafing Cmpli. 
city. and elegance. St. Chryfoftorri (9), admires the hurnilitj 
<©f St^ Peter, (we may add alio of his difcrple St. Mark) when 
Be obferveSy that his evangel ift makes no mention of the fij^ 
commendations which Chrift gave that apoftle on bis- making 
«frat explicit confeflion of his being the Son of God ; neither 
fojcs- he mention his walking on the water 5 bat gjves at full 
Jerrgthr the hiftory of St. Peter's denying his Mafter, withal! 

cireumftanees. He wrote his gofpel in Italy> and in all ap- 
pearance before the year of Chrift 49. 

St. Peter fent his difciples from Rome to found other churches, 
Some moderns fay St. Mark founded that of Aquileia. It jj 
<*«rtain at leaft that he was fent by St. Peter inio Egypt, and 
was by him appointed bifhop of Alexandria f-which after Rome 
accounted the fecond city of the world) as Eufebius, 

StJ Epiphanius, St, Jerom and others afTure us. ' Pope Gela- 
j&uo, in his Roman council, Palladius and the Greeks univer- 
sally add, that he finifhed his courfe at Alexandria by 3 glorioqs 
aroartyrdom. St. Peter left Rome, and returned into the Eaft 
iki» the ninth year of Claudius and forty-ninth of Chrift. About 
tf&at time St. Mark went firft into Egypt, accprding to the 
^Greeks. The oriental Chronicle publimed by Abraham Ec- 

Biellenfis places his arrival at Alexandria only in the feventh 
$eaT of Nero, and 60th of Chrift. Both which accounts agree 
with the relation of his martyrdom, contained in the ancient 
ails publifhed by the Bollandifts, which were made ufe of by 
Bede and the oriental Chronicle, and feem to have been extant 
in Egypt in the fourth and fifth centuries. By them we are told 
that St. Mark landed at Gyrene in Pentapolis, a part of Lybia 
bordering on Egypt, and by innumerable miracles brought ma- 
rry over to the faith, and demolifhed feveral temples of the 
idols. He likewife carried the gofpel into other provinces of 
JLybia, into Thcbais and other parts of Egypt. This country 
was heretofore of all others the moft fuperftitious : but the be* 
Redid ion of God, promifed to it by the prophets, was plenti- 
fully flhowered down upon it during the miniftry of this apo- 
ftle. He employed twelve years in preaching in thefe parts be- 
fore he, by a particular call of God, entered Alexandria 
where he fbon aflcmblcd a very numerous church (io), cf 
which it is thought, fays Flcury, that the Jcwifh converts then 

ma tic 



(8) L. i.deconfcnf. cvang. c. 2 
m Mat. 0°) 2. c. 16. 



(9) Horn. 58. and 8J. 



■jfrp&zS* MARK. tf§ 

^de up the greatefl: part* And it is the opinion ©F St. Jenaoa 
joidEufebiusi that thefe were the Therapeutes defcribed % 
jPhilo(iO» ^nd the firii founders of the afcetick life 
Egypt 

/ The prodigious progress of the faidi in Alexandria ffcrrred op 
ifae heathens againlt this Galilasan. The apoftle therefore Idk 
the city, having ordained St. An ianus ^bifliop, in the <eig&tik 
. year of Nero, of Ghrift the fixty • fecond, and returned to Baa- 
tapolis where he preached two years, and then vifited fern 
Church of Alexandria, which he found incveafed in faith aa 
grace, as well as in numbers. He encouraged die faithful 
and again withdrew ; the Oriental chronicle fays to Rome. 
On his return to Alexandria, the heathens called him a 
magician on account of his miracles, and refolved upon !b» 
death. God, however^ concealed him long from therru Att 
laft on the pagan feafi of the idol Serapis, fome that were em- 
ployed to difcoverthe holy man found him offering to God *he 
prayer of the ablation or the mafs. Over-joyed to find him m 
their power, they feized him, tied his feet with cords, ;zw& 
dragged him about the ftreets, crying out, that the ox mult Ifae 
led to Bucoles, a place near the fea,- full of rocks and precis 
pices, where probably oxen were fed. This happened on Sim- 
day die twenty-fourth of April, in the year of Chrift 6S, usS 
Nero the 14th, about three years after the death of SS. Petar 
and Paul. The faint was thus dragged the whole day, iftain- 
ing the ftones with his blood, and leaving the ground flreweJ 
With pieces of his flefh ; all the while he ceafed not to praife 
and thank God for his fufferings. At night he was thrown* 
into prifon, in which God comforted him by two vifion*. 

wkidfa 



{« 1) De vita con tempi. 



(b) This opinion Helyot, 
Montfaucon, and many other 
mti\ have defended in ample 
dictations ; though others think 
thefc Therapeutes were original- 
ly a rigid {oil of the EiTciies 
among the jews. Philo fays, 
they were fpread over all Egypt, 
that they lived retired from the 
world, difpofed of their fortunes 
among their relations, read iioly 
boob;, W ere much given to pious 
Meditation, neither eat nor drank 
»««rae funfet and praclifed other 
^tcniiea; and that fome of 



their women obferved perpctuufi 
virginity out of motives of reilji- 
gion. But whether they wane 
the difciples of St. Mark or not. 
it is however certain, that from 
his time there were feveral <ckiu~ 
ltians whom a delire of living 
after a more per feci manner thins* 
ordinary induced to ivitlidraatf 
into the country about Aluxsua- 
dria, and to live retired, pray- 
ing and meditating on the lioJy 
fcriptureii, working with tliein 

hands, and talcing no mitermnoc 
before funfet, &c. 
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which Bede has alfo mentioned in his true martyrology. The 
next day the infidels dragged him, as before, till he happily 
expired on the twenty-fifth of April, on which day the Orien- 
tal and Weftern churches keep his fefthal. The chriftians ga- 
thered up the remains of his mangled body, and buried them 
at Bucoles, where they afterwards ufually aflembled for prayer. 
His body was honourably kept there in a church built on the 
fpot in 310 $ and towards the end of the fourth age the holy pricft 
Philoromus made a pilgrimage thither from Galatia to vifit this 
faint's tomb, as Palladius recounts. His body was ftill honoured 
at Alexandria under the Mahometans in the eighth age in a 
marble tomb ( 12). It is faid to have been conveyed by ftealth 
to Venice in 815. Bernard, a French monk, who travelled 
over the Eaft in 870, writes, that the body of St. Mark was not 
then at Alexandria, becaufe the Venetians had carried it to their 
illes (13). It is faid to be depofited in the Doge's ftately rich 
chapel of St. Mark in a fecret place, that it may not be ftolen, 
under one of the great pillars. This faint is honoured by that 
republick with extraordinary devotion as principal patron. 

The great litany is fung on this day to beg that God would 
be pleafed to avert from us the fcourges which our fins deferve. 
The origin of this cuftom is ufually afcribed to St. Gregory the 
Great, who by a publick fupplication or litany, with a procef- 
fion of the whole city of Rome, divided into feven bands or 
companies, obtained of God the extinction of a dreadful pcfti* 
lence. 

On the fame DAY 

St. Anianus, by Eufcbius called Annianus, fecond bifhopof 
Alexandria. The ac"ts of St. Mark tell us, that he was a fhoe- 
xyiaker in that city, whofe hand, wounded with an awl, St. Mark 
healed when he firft entered the city. Such was his fervour and 
progrefs in virtue and learning that St, Mark conftituted him bifhop 
of Alexandria, during his aufencc ; and Anianus governed that 
great church four years with him, and eighteen years and feven 
months after his death, according to the Oriental chronicle. lie 
did in the year eighty-fix, on the twenty-fixth of November ; bur 
is named in the Roman martyrology on the fame clay with St. 
Matk. ** He was a man, fays Eufebius (1 ), well plcafing to God, 
«* and admirable in all things." St. Epiphanius mention* a churdi 
In Alexandria built in his honour (2}. 



(12) Sec Holland, p. 352. (13) See Mabillon A&. Beni'U. 

p. 50a. (0 Hilt. 1.2, c. 24, (3) ll.er. 0() ^ 
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St. Phjebadius, Biftiop of Agew in Gaul, C. When the fe- 
cond Arian confefiion of faith was drawn up at Sirmium, and fub- 
jcribed to by Ofius in 358, St. Phaebadius wrote againft it with greac 
fuccefs, and by his zeal put a check to that fpreading evil, fo that 
in Aquitain it was univerfally rejected. His book againft the 
Arians, which is extant (1), is wrote in fo mafterly a manner, with, 
fuch (olidity, juilnefs, and clofe reafoning, as to make us regret 
the lofs of his other works. In it he confutes this heretical con- 
fefiion of faith, and even in the more innocent parts discovers the 
fecrct wiles and fubtle equivocations of its authors. In the coun- 
cil of Rimini, in 359, he zealoufly oppofed the Arians, together 
with St. Servatius of Tongres. He afterwards exerted his zeal in the 
council of Paris in 360, and in the council of Saragofa in Spain, in 
380, and joined St. Delphinus, archbifhop of Bourdeaux, his me- 
tropolitan, in all his labours for the faith. He was alive in a very 
decrepit old age in 39Z, when St. Jerom wrote his Catalogue of illu- 
ilrious men. The church of Agen places his feftival on the tw.nty- 
fifth of April, 

St. Ivia, or Ivo(tf), was a Perfian bifhop, who preached the 
faith in England about the fame time with St. Auftin, in the feventh 
century; and having for fome time prepared himfelf for his Iail 
pafiage by folitude, watching, prayer and falling at Slepe, now 
St. Ive's 5 in Huntingdonfhire, he there died and was buried. His 
body was found by a plowman, in a pontifical habit and entire, in 
1001, on the - twenty-fourth of April. By the fame of miracles 
performed at his relicks many reforted to the place, and a Benedic- 
tine priory was there built, though the faint's body was foon after 
tranflated to the great abbey of Kamfey. Whitman, the third ab- 
bot at Ramfcy, writ a book of the miracles wrought at his tomb, 
which was afterwards augmented by Gofcclin, a monk of Canterbu- 

iv, about the year 1096. Pope Alexander V. granted a licence 

to build a church to his honour in Cornvval, where his name was 

famous, and is riven to a parliamentary borough. See Dr. 

Brown Willis, in his hi/tory of parliamentary Boroughs, T. 1. p. 
543/ Camden, Harpslicld (fi.ee. 9.) and William of Malmefbury. 
*. 4. de Fontinc. 

(1) Eibl. Patrum. T. 4. p. 400. 



(") He is called Ivia by Dr. 
Brown Willis, and in the belt 

luanulcript records : but moil hi- 



florians, by giving his name a 
J.atin termination, pronounce it 
Ivo. 
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SS. C LET US and MAR CELL IN 



Pop 



Marty 



ST. Cletus was the third bifhop of Rome and fucceedcd 
St, Linus, which circumftance alone (hews his eminent 
virtue among the firfl difciples of St. Peter in the Weft, 
The canon of the Roman mafe (which Bofluet(i), and all 
others agree to be of primitive antiquity) Bede and other mar- 
tyrologifts ftyle him a martyr. He was buried near St. Linus 
on the Vatican, and his relicks ftill remain in that church (4 
St. Marcellinus, Pope, M. He fucceeded St. Caiusin 
the biftioprick of Rome, in 296, about the time that Diode- 
flan fet himfelf up for a deity, and impioufly claimed divine 
honours. Theodoret fays (2.), that, in thofe ftormy times of 
perfecution, Marcellinus acquired great glory. He fat in St. 
Peter's chair eight years, three months, and twenty- five days, 
dying in 304, a year after the cruel perfecution broke out, in 
which he gained much honour. He has been ftyled a martyr, 
though his blood was not £hed in the caufe of religion, as ap- 
pears from the Liberian calendar which places him among thofe 
popes that were not put to death for the faith (£). 

Sti 



( 1 ) Expof. de la meiTe. 

(a) Certain French criticks 
think Cletus and Anacletus to 
have been one and the fame per- 
fon ; but Orli (T. 1. 1. 2. n. 29. 
p. 282.) (hews them to have 
been diilincl popes. Eufebius 
indeed confounds them as he did 
Novatus and Novatian, and the 

popes Marcellus and Marcelli- 
nus ; mi Hakes to which, from 
the likenefs of names, the 
Greeks were the molt liable, as 
they wrote at lb great a diilance. 
But the Latins, who had authen- 
tic k records by them, could not 

be nulla ken i cfpccially the a«- 



(2) Theodoret, b. 2. c. 2. 

thor of the firft part of the Li- 
berian calendar, which appear} 
in moft particulars, to be copied 
from the publick regiftcrs of the 
Roman church : which authori- 
ties make it appear that Cletus 
fat the third, and Anacletus the 
fifth bifhop of Rome. The 
church fomc times honours the 
fame faint on feveral days : but 
the moll authentick monument* 
diltinguilh thefe faints. 

{b) Petilian, the Donatilt 
fliop, objected to the catholickSj 
that Marcellinus had facrifictf 

to idols, and had delivered »P 
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St. SIMEON, Bjftopof Ctefiphon, and 

Ins Companions, Martyrs. 

From their genuine atts publijbed by JJJemani, Afia Mart. Orient* 

ST. I. />. I. Sozorn. b. 2. c. 8. 9. 10. 

A. D. 341, 

THIS holy primate of the church of Perfia was its 
moft illuftrious champion in the great perlecution of 
Sapor II. furnamed the long-lived {a). The haughtinefs of 
this prince appears from his letter to Conftantine the Great, 
preferved by Amrniamis Marcellinus (1), in which he "ftyles 
himfelf king of kings^ partner with the Jlars y brother of th& 

Vol. IL N f m 

{l) B. 17. C 5. 



the holy fcriptures to ;the perfe- 
cutors ; alfp.that Jus psiefts, Med- 
chiades. Marcellus and Sylvefter. 
were guilty of the fame apoftacy. 
But St. Auftin entirely denied the 
charge (I. de unico bapt. contra 
Petilian. c. 16. 'T. 9. p. 541.) 
which was a mere ^calumny of 
the Donatifts. Yet upon this 
Uander fome others "built ano- 
ther fictitious hiftory of hi 6 re- 
pentance in a pretended council 
of Simieffa. The author disco- 
vers himfelf ,to .have been a bar- 
barous half-Latin Goth, fays 
Coutaut. (Append, ad cp. decre- 
iales p. 27,.) Itlis fprgory con- 
tradicts the hiftories, cufloms, 
and language o.f .that age. .See 
Kagi ad an. 303. Natalis Alex- 
ander, Tillemont, T. 5. Orfu 
T. 3. &c. 

King.ITonnifdas dying left 
his queen w$th child, and the 
infant in the womb was imme- 
diately proclaimed king by the 
Magians, who went to far as to 
srovv!! it yet unborn, by placing 



the. diadem for that purpofe up- 
on the mother. Thus Sapor .was 
.born king in 310, and lived fe- 
venty years, dying in 380 j and 
the beginning of his reign was 
dated in 309, fome months be- 
fore his birth. He was the ninth 
king of the Saxanite, or fourth 
dynafty of the Perfian kings, 
founded by Artaxerxes, a Per- 
fian who defeated and flew Ar- 
tabanus king of Parthia, in 
whom ended the Parthian em- 
pire, in the year of Chrilt 223, 
of the Greeks or the Selcucidrc 
534, the third of the enrperour 
Alexander. St. Maruthas, in 
the acts of the martyrs, with the 
Persians of his time, computes 
the years [from this epoch: thus 
he lays, the great perfecution 
wan begun in the thirty (nil year 
of king Sapor, and the 1.17th 
of the Periian empire, i. e. of 
the reign of the Saxanite or 
dy nally which held that empire 
418 years, till the rife of the 

Mahometan kingdom. 
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02002, and fays. " that whereas in valour and virtue he 
furpaffed all his predeceffors, he ought to have demanded the 
larger! extent of empire that any of them had pofleffed. Ne- 
verthelefs, though their dominions had formerly reached as far 
as Macedonia, he contented himfelf with infilling only on the 
restitution of the eaftem parts which had been ufurped by the 
Romans." It was as much out of hatred of the Roman 
name, as of the faith, that this haughty tyrant vented his rage 
on the chriftians of his empire in three bloody perfecutions. 
The firft he raifed in the eighteenth year of his reign, of Chrift 
327, in which were crowned Jonas, Barachifius and others 
mentioned on the twenty-ninth of March : the fecond in his 
thirtieth year, in which died SS. Sapor, Ifaac, &c. whom we 
commemorate on the twentieth of November; and the third, 
of all others the moft cruel, in the thirty-firft year. This was 
continued with the utmoft rage during the laft forty years of 
his reign. Sozomen writes (2), that the names of fix teen thou- 
fand who were crowned by it, were upon record ; but 
adds with St. Maruthas, that thofe whofe names were not 
known on earth, were innumerable (b) m Of thefe glorious 
martyrs St. Simeon and his companions were the moft il!u- 
iirious. 

St. Simeon was furnamed Barfaboe, fignifying the fon of a 
fuller from the trade of his father, according to the cuftom of 
the Orientals. He was a difciple of Papa, bifhop of Ctefi- 
phon, and by him made his coadjutor, in 314; from which 
time he fat twenty-fix years and fome months, fome time with 
Papa, afterwards alone. The council of Nice declared the 
bifhop of Ctefiphon metropolitan of all Perfia, which happened 

in 

(2) Soz. b. 2. c. 15. 



(b) The chriflian faith was 
planted in the Parthian empire by 
the apoftlcs. St. Ambrofe (in 
pf. 49.) St. Paulinus (carm. 26-) 
&c. tcllify, that St. Matthew 
preached to the Kthiopans, and 
afterwards to the Parthians, Per- 
sians and Mcdes. Eufcbius and 
Theodoras the Studitc fay, that 
St. Uariholoinew alfo preached 
in Jndia and Periia. Some arc 
of opinion from St, John's epi- 
itlc Oeimv in/cribed to the Par- 
thians, that they had been, in 
part, his concjiieU to Chriil. The 



Ch aid scans and Pcrfians all agree 
that St. Thomas the apoille, and 
Thaddams, one of the feventy- 
two difciples, with his two dii- 
ciples Maris and Aghaus, were 
the principal apoltles of the 
Eail, and to them they afcribc 
the foundation of the ice of Sc- 
leucia and Ctefiphon. Their 
tcflimonies may he fecn in Aift- 
mani's Uibliotlieca orientals, J. 
3. par. 2. p. 4. Kufcbius (hews, 
that there were many chnitiam 
in Pcrli a in the fecond ccnttirv. 
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in St. Simeon's time : for he affifted at that council, not in 
fcerfon but by his prieft who was afterwards his fucceflour, and 
named Sciadhuftes, as Ebedjefus and St. Maruthas teftify (c). 
The Chaldaick a<5ts of the martyrdom of St. Simeon, written 
by St. Maruthas, give us the following account of his triumph* 
In the 117th year of the kingdom of the Perfians, the thir- 
ty -firft of Sapor the king of kings? of Chrift the 340th, king 
Sapor, refoJving to abolifh the chriftian religion, decreed, that 
whoever embraced it, fhould be made a Have, and oppreHed 
the chriftians with infupportable taxes. St. Simeon wrote to 
him a letter with that courage which nothing but a truly apo- 
ftolick fpirit could dictate. Arid to the threats of the kino- 
againft him and his people, he anfwered : " As Jefus willingly 
" offered himfelf to death for the whole world, and by dying 
« redeemed it, why mall I be afraid to lay down my life for 
" a people, with the care of whofe falvation I am charged? 
" I defire not to live unlefs I may continue unfpotted and un- 
" defiled. God forbid that I fhould purchafe life at the ha- 
" zard of thofe fouls for which Jefus died. I am not fo floth- 
" ful as to fear to walk in his fteps, to tread the path of his 
" paffion, and to mare in the communion of his facrifice. As 
" to your threats againft my people, they do not want for 
" courage to die for their falvation/' The king receiving this 
anfwer, trembled with wrath, and immediately dictated a de- 
cree, commanding all priefts and deacons to be put to death, 
the churches to be levelled with the ground, and the facred 
velTels to be converted to profane ufes. He added : <c And let 
" Simeon, the leader of wicked men, who defpifes my royal 
" majefly, worfhips only the God of Caefar, and defpifes my 
" divinity, be brought and arraigned before me." The Jews, 
naturally enemies to the chriftians, feeing the circumftances fa- 
vourable to their malice, faid to the king : " If you, O king, 
" write to Caefar, he will take no notice of your letter : bur. 
€C at a poor line from Simeon he will arife, adore and cm- 
" brace it with both hands, and command all things contained 
" in it to be inftantly put in execution." Simeon purfuant to 
the king's orders, was apprehended and bound in chains with 
two others of the twelve pricfts of his church, Abdhatcla and 
Hanianias. As he was led through his native city Sufaii, he 
begged he might not pafs by a great chriltian church, lately 

N 2 con- 



ic) Seleucia and Ctcfiphon aic 
properly the fame city bcinj; on- 
ly icpsiraled by the river Tifni:;. 
f hey bcintr deilroyrd by the S:i- 
mvm, thG Caliph Abdalla built 



Raiulat or new Babylon, in 6y^ m 
upon the ruin;; of Seleucia, ac 
diitauce from the ancient Baby- 
lon, which Hood on ihe En- 
phrate^. 
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converted into a Jewifh fynagogue, by the authority of the 
Magians(7/J, left the very fight fhould mate him fall into a 
fwoon. Being hurried on by the guards in great hafte, they 
arnade a long journey in very few days, and arrived at Ledan, 
the capital of the Huzites, or, as it is called by the Latins, the 
province of Uxia upon the river CXxios, to the Eaft, adjoining 
to the province of Sufan. The governour had no fooner i n . 
formed the king, that the leader of the chriftians was brought 
thither, than Simeon was ordered to appear before him. The 
holy bifliop refufing to proftrate himfelf according to the Per- 
fian cuftom, the king afked why he did not adore hirn as he 
had formerly been accuftomed to do. Simeon anfwered : " Be- 
« c caufe I was never before brought to you bound, and with 
* 6 the view of compelling me to deny the true God.' 5 The 
Magians told the king that Simeon ought to be put to death aj 
a confpirator againft his throne. Simeon faid to them : <c Im« 
46 pious men, are not you content to have corrupted the icing- 
* c dom I Muft you endeavour to draw us chriftians alfo into 
«« your wickednefs." The king then putting on a milder 
countenance faid : c< Take my advice Simeon, who wi/h you 
*< well : adore the deity of the fun : nothing can be more for 
* c your own and your whole people's advantage." Simeon an- 
fwered : " 1 would not adore you, O king \ and you far excel 
<c the fun, being indued with reafon. We chriftians have no 
cc Lord but Chrift, who was crucified." <c If you adored a lit'- 
4< ing God, faid the king, I would excufe your folly 5 but you 
* c give the title of God to a man who expired -on an ignomi- 
* c nious tree. Lay afide that madnefs, and adore the fun by 
ec whofe divinity all things fubfift. If you do this, riches, ho* 
* c nours, and the greateft dignities of my kingdom fliall be 
« c yours/' Simeon replied : ct That fun mourned at the death 
*< of Chrift its Lord and the creator of men, who rofc again 
<l< glorious, and afcended into heaven. Your honours tempt 
not me who know much greater are prepared for nic 
«" in heaven, with which you are unacquainted. " The king 
faid : tc Spare your own life, and the lives of an infinite multi- 
rt< tude who 3 I am rcfolved, fhall all die, if you are obfli- 
fit natc" Simeon boldly anfwered : £C Were you to commit 

" fucii 



(^) The Marians had always 
a great fvvay in'the i'eriian go- 
vernment, till the Mahometans 
poflcflcd themfclves of that em- 
pire, who put many of them u> 
death, and aboliihed their )'ccl 
V11 1 he cities, though ionic Kill 



remain in the mountains ami in 
Caramania. The word in Ch.il- 
daick fignifics matt a tors. 'J'hcy 
were phi J of others much additfed 

to the folly of judiciary alholo- 
j»y and divinations. 
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cc fuch a crime, you would find caufe to repeiit of it on the 
« j a y when you will be called upon to give an account of all 
" your actions ; you will then know the heinoufnefs of your 
" offence. I reugn to your pleafure this miferabie fliort life.'* 
Then the king faid : " Though you have no companion for 
« yourfelf X pity at lean: your followers, and will endea- 
« vour to cure them of their folly, by the fevcrity of your pu- 
" nifhment." Simeon anfwered : cc You will learn by expe- 
" rience that cbriftians will not lofe their J i ves in God, for the 
44 fake of living here with you; nor would we exchange the 
" eternal name we have received from Chrifl for the diadem 
« which you wear." The king /aid : "If you will not ho- 
" nour me before my nobles, nor adore me with this fun, trie 
" deity of all the Eaft, I will to-morrow caufe the beauty of 
" your face and the venerable cornel inefs of your body to be 
" disfigured by blows, and flained with your blood." Simeon 
replied : cc You make the fun and yourfelf equally gods , but 
" you are greater than the fun. If you disfigure this body 
" it has a repairer who will raife it again, and reflojre with 
" intereft this beauty which he created, and which is now def- 
<c picable." The king then commanded he mould be kept in 
clofe confinement till the next day. It is remarked that St. 
Simeon was exceeding c mely in his perfon, and venerable and 
graceful in his afpe<5t 

There fat at the palace gate, as Simeon was led through it, 
an old eunuch in the higheft favour with the king who had 
been trained up by him from his infancy. He was then the 
firlt nobleman in the whole kingdom, and the Arzabades, that 
is, the keeper of the king's chumbcr, or the Lord high cham- 
berlain : his name was Guhfciatazades, which in Chaldaick 
fignifics nobk?mm. Sozomcn calls him Ufthazanes. He waa 
a chriftian, but fearing his mailer's difpleafure had fome time 
before publickiy adored the fun. This minificr feeing the 
faint pals by, as fie was led back to prifon, role up and pro- 
ftrated himfelf before him. But the bilhop having been in- 
formed that he had been guilty of an outward act of idola- 
try, reprimanded him fharply for it, and turned away fiom 
him. This touched the eunuch to the quick, who entering 
into a fenfe of the enormity of his crime, burit into loud 
cries and many tears, filling the court with his lamentations* 
faying to himfelf : " If Simeon's averlion and rebuke be lb 
" grievous to me 9 how fhall I be able to hear the anger 
" and indignation of God, whom I have bafely denied." 
Whereupon haftening home he threw oft* his rich garments, 
at nl put on black for mourning, according to the Perfian cu- 

flotti, Hill in uie, under any affliction. In this drcia he re- 

fs[ 3 turned., 
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turned, and fat in grief at the palace gate in his ufua! place, 
The king being informed of it fent to enquire why he mourn- 
ed, whilfl: his fovereign enjoyed his crown and health. He 
anfwered, that it was for a double fault, the renouncing the 
true God by adoring the fun, and the impofing on the 
emperour by an unftneere acl: of worfhip, acting therein 
contrary to the dictates of his reafon and confeience. The 
king enraged hereat, laid : 44 I will foon rid you of this 
* c mad grief, if you continue oblrinate in your prefent opi- 
fiC nion ?" Guhfciatazades replied : 44 I call to witnefs the 
* c Lord of heaven and earth, that I will never more obey you 
cc in this, nor repeat that of which I heartily repent. lama 
chriftian, and will never more be guilty of fo bafe a perfidy 
ci againft the true God to pleaie man." The king faid : "J 
<c pity y ou r old age : I grieve to think you fhould lofe the me- 
€4 rit of your long fervices to my father and to myfelf. I beg 
44 you, lay afide the opinion of wicked men that you may not 
54 perifh together with them." The eunuch anfwered : "Know 
44 O king, that I will never abandon God, and pay divine 
44 worfhip to creatures." 44 Do I then worfhip creatures r" 
faid the king. cc Yes, faid the nobleman, even creatures de- 
44 flitute of reafon and life." Hereupon the king commanded 
him to be put to the torture, but at the requeil of the nobility 
changed his mind, and gave orders for his immediate execution. 
As he was led out to be beheaded he fent a faithful eunuch to 
the king, begging as the laft and only favour for all his paft 
fervices, that a crier might proclaim before him, that he was 
not put to death for any crime, but purely for being a chrifHan. 
This he defircd, that he might repair the fcandal which his 
japoftacy had given. The king the more readily a/Ten ted to the 
propofal, becaufe he thought it would the more effcclu ally de- 
li is fubjecTs from a religion, which he punifhed with death 
even in a faithful domcflick, and a kind of foflcr- father : not 
confidcring how much fo great an example would encourage 
them. 'I "he holy old man was beheaded on Maundy-Thtirf- 
day, the thirteenth lunar day in April. St. Simeon being in- 
formed in his dungeon of the martyrdom of Guhiciati/adcs 
gave mod hearty thanks to God for his triumph, and carncflly 
begged his own might he haflencd, crying out: 46 O happy 
44 day, which will call me to execution ! It will free 111c from 
44 all dangers and mifcrics, and prefent me with my long dc- 
44 fired crown : it will end all my lorrowsy and wipe awav all 
44 my tears." Whilfl: lie poured fi.rth his foul in Iam r "v(hing 
fighs and long prayer, with his hands lifted up to heav< , d |C 
two pricfts who had been apprehended with him, i v ' aiw 

admired his countenance moft bcautiiul and (hilling* exprdfotfS 

the 
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the inward joy of his foul and his longing hope and defires. 
Maundy-Thurfday night the faint fpent in prayer, crying out: 
« Hear me, O Jefus, though moft undeferving and unworthy, 
« errant that I may drink this cup on this day and at the hour 
" of your pafiion. May all know that Simeon was obedient 
^ to his Lord, and was facrificed with him." 

Simeon being brought to the bar the next day, it being Good- 
Friday, and refilling as before to adore the king, he faid to 
him : tC Simeon, what is the refult of this night's deliberation ? 
" Do you acct£t of my mercy, or do you peruft in difobeying 
« c me, and choofe death ? Adore the fun but for once, and 
" never adore it again, unlefs you pleafe. On that condition 
" I promife you all liberty, fecurity and protection." Simeon 
replied : cc I will never be guiJty of fuch a crime and fcandal." 
The king faid : " I call to remembrance our former friend- 
" {hip : on which account I wifhed you well, and have given 
(l you fignal proofs of my lenity : but you contemn my bene- 
" volence. Impute therefore all to yourfelf." Simeon faid : 
" Flatter me not : why am not I fpeedily facrificed ? The 
" table is ready prepared for me, and the happy hour of my 
" banquet calls me." The king turning to his nobles faid : 
ct Behold the wonderful dignity of his countenance, and the 

venerable majefty of his peribn. I have feen many coun- 
" tries, but never beheld fo graceful a face, and fuch comely 
" limbs. Yet fee the madnels of the man ; he is obftinately 
<( bent on dying for his errour." To this they all anfwered 
him: " O king, your wifdom cannot fo much admire the beau- 
4t ty of his body, as not to regard more the minds which he 
a has corrupted." Then the king condemned him to be be- 
headed, and he was immediately conducted to execution. An 
hundred other chriflians were led out to i idler with him : 
among whom were five bifliops, fomc prieils and deacons, the 
rcit Were of the inferiour clergy. The chief judge faid to 
them : cc If any one of you will adore the fun, the gieat god, 
" let him flep foith ; his life /hall be granted him. But not 
one of them accepted life at this rate, all crying out : "Our 
44 laith in God teaches us to contemn your lormOnts, your 
" I woids cannot cut off our firm hopes of our refurrcclion. 
u Vour pretended deity we will never adore." The officers 
accordingly began to difpatch them, while St. Simeon {landing 
in the inidli oi them continued exhorting them to conlhincy in 
the allured hope of an happy rcfurreclioii. .After the lunulred 
inauyu; were executed, St. Simeon alio received himfclf the 
iiiolce oi tile axe, together with his two companions, Abdhai- 
cla and Hananias. The latter as lie was putting oil* his clothes 
was iei/x'd with a violent, but involuntary trembling j which 

IS 4 bcinij 
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being obferved by Phufikius, who had been a few days before 
created by the king the Karugabarus,-. or prefect of all the king's 
workmen, cried out : " Hananias, bariiffi alt fear : (hut your 
<fe eyes one moment, and you will behold the light of Chrift." 
He had no fooner faid this,- than he was feized and carried be- 
fore the king, who reproached him as ungrateful for the ho- 
nour lately conferred upon him- Phufikius anfwered : " I 
* c could defire to exchange my life for their death* I renounce 
cc this your honour full of cares and trouble, and beg their 
<c death, than which nothing can be more happy." Then the 
king faid : cc Do you defpife your dignity, and prefer death r 
<c Are you lunatick ?" Phufikius anfwered : <c I am a chri- 
* c ftian, and by a moft certain hope in God I prefer their death 
* c to your honours." The king being enraged faid to his at- 
tendants : " This man muft not die by any common death;" 
and commanded that the back of his neck fhould be cut 
through into his mouth, and his tongue plucked out by the 
roots through the wound. This was executed with extreme 
cruelty, and Phufikius expired the fame hour. He had a 
daughter who had confecrated her virginity to God, who was alio 
apprehended, and crowned with a no ids glorious martyrdom in 
341. St. Simeon and all this troop are mentioned with moft ho- 
nourable encomiums in the Roman, and all the eaftern martyro- 
logies. St. Maruthas tranflated the rdieks of St. Simeon, and 
depofited them in the church of his own epifcopal city, which 
from thence took the name of Martyropolis. St. Simeon fuf- 
fered on the feven teen th of ApriJ, in 341, the fecond year of 
the great perfecution. 



On the fame DAY 



St. Ri charius or RiQUiiiR, Abbot. He was born in the vil- 
lage of Centula, in Ponthieu, His pious parents had no worldly 
riches to leave him \ but he was feniible how great an inheritance 
fchat of grace and vittuc is. Mis youth was fpent in the laborious 
occupations of a country life, which he fancliiied by the motives of 
ircligion, and the practice of moral virtue:; : but God, by the fol- 
lowing occafion, taught him its moil perfect leflbns Two pious 
Irifli priclls, named Cadoc and Frichor, palling through that coun- 
try, and being ill treated by the people, Riquier entertained them 
nnd did them all the good offices in his power. They in requital 
iaught him the maxim;; of perfect virtue, and (rod in re com pence 
of his charity (poke, at the fame time, inwardly to his heart in 
Sentiments with which he had been unacquainted whilJl he did not 
Ifo ferioiifly con lid er the great truths of religion. J''rom that time 
lie began" to i all on barley bread ll rowed with alhes, drinking «»ly 
fty/iter, which he often mingled with his tears, which lie jhed abun- 
dantly. 
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dandy. He joined watchings to manual labour, and palled both 
the nights and days in prayer and holy meditation. Having pre- 
pared liimfelf for holy orders, he was promoted to the priefmood. 
From that moment he eonfidered himfelf as bound to live no longer 
to himfelf j and began to preach and to itvftrucl the faithful with 
extraordinary zeal. He came over into England to per feci: himfelf 
in the fcience of the faints ; but returned to preach the word of 
God in his own country. God every where crowned his zeal with 
wonderful fuccefs. King Dagobert I. defired to hear him preach •, 
and the faint fpoke fo affectionately on the vanities of the world* 
that the king was exceedingly moved, and beftovved on hira 
many prefen'fs. The faint employed them in the relief of the poor, 
and in founding the mOna'ftery of Centula in the diocefe of Amiens, 
which he began in 638. He fome time after built a fecond, called 
to this day Foreft-MonUer, three leagues and a half from Ab- 
beville. He lived an anchoret in the foreft of C reify with 
one only companion, in perpetual contemplation and prayer, and 
in fo great aufterity that he feemed almoft to forget that he had a 
body. He died about the year 645. His relicks are the chief trea- 
fure of his great monaftery of Centula, now called St. Riquier. 

His name is famous in the French and Roman calendars. See 

his life by Alcuin : likewife other memoirs in Mabillon and Hen- 
fchenius. 
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StANTHIMUS, Bifhop, and 

ny other martyrs at Nicomedia. 
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F I s H E S E martyrs • were the firfl victims offered to God 
<*■ in the molt bloody perfecution raited by Dioclefian. 
Muu prince was a native of Dalmatia, of the batcft extradlion, 
ai id a tbldier of fortune. After the death of the empcrour 
Nunieriau fon of Cams, flain by a con fpi racy in 284, he was 
Proclaimed empcrour by the army at Chalccdon. The year 
h)Ilowin<^ lie defeated Carinus, the other foil of Cams, who 
;u o»K'cl in the Well : but finding the empire too unwieldy a 

body 
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body to govern alone, and fecure h\m{e)f at the fame time 
againft the continual treafons of the foldiery, efpecially the 
Praetorian guards, who during the laft 300 years had murdered 
their emperours almoft at pleafure $ having moreover do ifTuc 
male, and repofing an entire confidence in Maximian Hercu- 
leuSy Dioclefian chofe him for his partner in the empire and ho- 
noured him with the title of Auguftus. He was a barbarian 
born of obfeure parents, at a village near Sirmium in Panno- 
nia, of a cruel and favage temper, and addicted to all manner 
of wickednefs $ but was reckoned one of the beft commandus 
of his time. The two emperours, alarmed at the dangers 
which threatened the empire on every fide, and not thinking 
themfelves alone able to oppofe fo many enemies at once, in 
292, named each of them a Caefar, or ernperour of an infe- 
riour rank who fhould fucceed them refpe&ively in the empire, 
and jointly with them defend the Roman dominions againft fo- 
a-eign invaders and domeftick ufurpers. Dioclefian chofe Maxi- 
mian Galer js for the Eaft, who before he entered the Roman 
army, was a peafant of Dacia ; a man of a brutal ferocity, 
whofe very afpe£t, gefture, voice and difcourfe were all terri- 
fying; and who, beiides his cruel difpofition, was extremely 
bigoted to idolatry. Maximian Herculeus chofe Conftantius, 
furnamed Chlorus, for the Weft, an excellent prince and no- 
bly born. 

The firft years of the reign of Dioclefian were tolerably fa- 
vourable to the chriftians, though fevcral even then fuffered 
martyrdom by virtue of former edidls. But Galerius began to 
perfecute them in the provinces, within his jurifduStton, by his 
own authority : and never ceafed to ftir up Dioclefian to do the 
like, efpecially in 302, when he pafled the winter with him at 
Nicomedia. Dioclefian however appeared unwilling to come 
into all his violent meafures, forefeeing that fo much blood 
could not be fpilt without diftuibing the peace of the empire 
to an high degree. The oracle of Apollo at Miletus was theie- 
fore confulted, and gave fuch an anfwer as might have been 
cxpeflcd from an enemy to the chriftian religion (1). 'Ihe 
fame author in two places (2) relates another accident which 
contributed to provoke the ernperour againft the faith. WliiU: 
Dioclefian was offering victims at Antioch in 302, in order to 
confult the entrails for the dilcovcry of future events, certain 
chriftian officers who ftood near his perfon, cc made on their 
** foreheads the immortal fign of the crofs.** This dillurbcu 
the facrifices and confounded the Arufpiccs or diviners, who 

could not find the ordinary marks they looked for in the en- 
trails 

(i) LaAantins de mort. perfec. c. 11. p. 197. ( z ) lbu 

c. 10, 6c Inft 1. 4. c. 27. 
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trails of the victims, though they offered up many, one after 
another, pretending that the divinity was not yet appealed. 
But all their facrinces were to no purpofe, for no iigns ap- 
peared. Upon which the perfon fet over the diviners declared, 
that their rites did not fucceed, becaufe fome profane perfons, 
meaning the chriftians, had thruft themfelves into their aflem- 
bly. Hereupon Dioclefian, in a rage, commanded that not 
only thofe who were prefcnt, but all the reft of his courtiers 
fhould come and facrifice to their gods 5 and ordered thofe to 
be fcourged who mould refufe to do it. He alfo Tent orders 
to his military officers to require all the foldiers to facrifice, or 
in cafe of rcfufal to be difbanded. Another thing determined 
Dioclefian to follow thefe impreflions, which one would have 
imagined mould have had a quite contrary effect: it is men- 
tioned by Conftantine the Great, who thus fpeaks in an edict: 
directed to the whole empire, preferved by Eufebius (3). cc A 
" report was fpread that Apollo out of his dark cavern had 
» declared, that certain juft men on earth hindered him 
" from delivering true oracles, and were the caufe that he had 
" uttered falfehood. For this reafon he let his hair grow, as a 
" token of his forrow, and lamented this evil among men* 
" having hereby loft his art of divination. Thee I atteft 
" molt high God. Thou fcnoweft how I, being then very 
" young, heard the emperour Dioclefian enquiring of his of- 
" fleers who thefe juft men were : when one of his priefts 
" made anfwer, that they were the chriftians ; which anfwer 
<c moved Dioclefian to draw his bloody fword, not to punifh 
" the guilty, but to extirminate the righteous, whofc inno- 
" cence flood con felled by the divinities he adored." 

For beginning this work, choice was made of the fcftival of 
the god Terminus, fix days before the end of February, that 
month doling the Roman year before the correction of Julius 
CVefar, and when that feaft was inftituted. By this they 
implied that an end was to be put to our religion. Early 
in the morning the prefect, accompanied with fome officers 
and others, went to the church; and having forced open 
the door, all the books of the fcriptures that were there found 
were burned, and the fpoil that was made on that occafion was 
divided among all that were prefcnt. The two princes, who 
from a balcony viewed all that was done (the church which 
itood upon an eminence being within the profpedt of the pa- 
lace) were long in debate whether they fliould order fire to be 
let to it. But in tin's Dioclcfian's opinion prevailed, who was 
afraj ! chat if the church way fet on lire, the flames might fpread 
thmiicives into the other parts of the city 5 fo that a conhcler- 

ablc 

(0 Vit. Conft. I. z. c 50, 51, p. /j 67. 
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able body of the guards were fent thither with mattocks and 
pickaxes, who in a few hours time levelled that lofty building 
with the ground. The next day an edict was publi/bed by 
which it was commanded that all the churches fhould be dt- 
molifhed, the fcriptures burnt, and the chriftians declared in- 
capable of all -honours and employments, and that they {houli 
be liable to torture whatever fhould be their rank and dignity, 
All actions were to be received againft them, while they were 
put out of the protection of the law, and might not fue either 
upon injuries done them, or debts owing to them j deprived 
moreover of their liberties and their right of voting. This 
edict was not published in other places till a month later. But 
it had not been long fet up, before a certain chriftian of 
quality and" eminence in that city, whom fome have conjectured 
to be St. George, had the boldnefs publickly to pull down this 
edict out of a zeal which Lactantius juftly cenfures asindifcreet, 
but which Eufebius, confidering his inteuition, ftyles divine. He 
was immediately apprehended, and after having endured the 
moft cruel tortures, was broiled to death on a grid- iron, upon 
a very flow fire. All which he fuffered with admirable pa- 
tience. The firft edict was quickly followed by another, en- 
joining that the bifhops fhould be feized in all places, loaded 
with chains and compelled by torments to facrifice to the idols, 
St. Anthimus was, in all appearance, taken up on this occa- 
iron ; and Nicomedia, then the refidence of the ernperour, was 
filled with (laughter and defolation. 

But Galerius was not fatisfied with the feverity of this 
edict. Wherefore, in order to flir up Dioclefian to ftill 
greater rigours, he procured fome of his own creatures 
to fet fire to the imperial palace, fome parts of which 
were burnt down ; and the chriflians, according to the ufuai 
perverfenefs of the heathens, being accufed of it, as Galerius 
defired and expected, this raifed a moft implacable rage againft 
them. For it was given out, that they had entered into con- 
sultation with fome of the eunuchs for the deftruction of their 
princes, and that the two emperours were well nigh burnt alive 
in their own palace- Dioclefian, not in the Icaft fufpecting the 
impofture, gave orders that all his domefticks and dependents 
fhould be cruelly tortured in his prefence, to oblige them 
to confefs the fuppofed guilt, but all to no purpofc ; for the 
criminals lay concealed among the domefticks of Galerius, 
none of whofe family were put to the torture. A fortnight 
after the firft burning, the palace was fet on fire a feconu 
time, without any difcovcry of the author; and Galerius, 
though in the midft of winter, left Nicomedia the fame day? 

proteltiflg that he went away through fcajr of being burnt auvc 
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; ' '« t ^ e christians. The fire was flopped before it had done 
any great mifchief, but it had the effect intended by the au- 
thor of it. For Dioclefian afcribing it to the chriftians, re- 
folved to keep no meafures with them ; and his rage and rebut- 
ment being now at the higheft pitch, he vented them with 
the utmoft cruelty upon the innocent chriftians, beginning with 
his daughter Valeria, whom he had married toGalerims and 
his own wife the emprefs Prifca, who being both clinhkxis, 
he compelled to facrifice to idols. The reward of their apo- 
ftacy was, that after an uninterrupted feries of grievous afflic- 
tions, they were both publickly beheaded by the order of Li- 
cinius in 313, when he extirpated the families of Diocleuun 
and Maximian. Some of the eunuchs, that were in the high- 
eft credit, and by whofe directions the affairs of the palace 
• had been conducted before this edict, having long prefided 
in his courts and councils, were the firft victims of his rage : 
and they bravely fuffered the moft cruel torments and death for 
the faith. Among thefe were SS, Peter, Gorgonius, Doro- 
thea, Indus, Migdonius, Mardonius and others. The per- 
fection which began in the palace fell next on the clergy 
of Nicomedia. St. Anthimus, the good bifliop of that city 
was cut off the firft, being beheaded for the faith. He was 
followed by all the.priefts and inferiour rninifters of his church, 
with all thofe perfons that belonged to their families. From 
the altar the fword was turned againft the Jaity. Judges were 
appointed in the temples to condemn to death all who refufed 
to facrifice, and torments, till then unheard of, were invented. 
And that no man might have the benefit of the law that was 
not a heathen, altars were erected in the very courts of juftice, 
and in the publick offices, that all might be obliged to offer 
facrifice before they could be admitted to plead (4). Eulcbius 
adds, that the people were not fuffered to buy or fell any thing, 
to draw water, grind their corn, or tranfact any bufineis, 
without firft offering up incenfe to certain idols fct up in mar- 
ket places, at the corners of the ftreets, at the publick foun- 
tains, &c. But the tortures which were invented, and the 
courage with which the holy martyrs laid down their* lives for 
thrift, no words can cxprefs. Perfons of every age and fax 
were burnt, not fingly one by one, but, on account of their 
numbers, whole companies of them were burnt together, by 
letting fire round about them : while others being tied together 
ui great numbers were caft into the lea. The .Roman marty- 
lology commemorates on the twemy-levcnth of April ail thai 
lu/Iercd on this occafion at Nicomedia. 

'II:? 
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The month following thefe edicts were publifhed in the 
other parts of the empire ; and in April two new ones were 
added, chiefly regarding the clergy. In the beginning of the 
year 304, a fourth edict was iflued out, commanding all chri- 
frians to be put to death who mould refufe to renounce their 
faith. La£tantius defcribes (5) how much the governours made 
it their glory to overcome one chriftian by all forts of artifice 
and cruelty. For the devil by his infrruments fought not fo 
much to deftroy the bodies of the fervants of God by death 
their fouls by fin. Almoft the whole empire feemed a deluge 
of blood, in fuch abundance did its ftreams water, or rather 
drown the provinces. Conftantius himfelf, though a juft 
prince, and a favourer of the chriftians, was not able to pro- 
tect Britain, where he commanded, from the firft: fury of this 
llorm. The perfecutors flattered themfelves they had extin- 
o-uifhed the chriftian name, and boafted as much in publick 
fnferiptions, two of which are ftill extant. But God by this 
very means encreafed his church, and the perfecutors fword 
fell upon their own heads. Diocleftan intimidated by the 
power and threats of this very favourite Galerius, refignedto 
him the purple at Nicofhedia on the firft: of April in 304. 
Herculeus made the like abdication at Milan. But the perfe- 
ction was carried on in the Eaft by their fucceflburs ten years 
longer: till in 313, Licinius having defeated Maxi minus 
Daia, the nephew and fucceflbur of Galerius, joined with 
Conftantine in a league in favour of chriftianity. Dioclefian 
had led a private life in his own country Dalmatia, nearSalone, 
where now Spalatro ftands, in which city ftately ruins of his 
palace are pretended to be fhewn. When Herculeus exhorte' 
him to re-affumc the purple, he anfwered : " If you had feen 
cc the herbs which with my own hands I have planted at Sa- 
<c lone, you would not talk to me of empires/' But this phi- 
lofophick temper was only the effect of cowardice and fear, 
He lived to fee his wife and daughter put to death by Licinius 
in 312, and the chriftian religion protected by law in 31} 
Having received a threatening letter from Conftantine and Li- 
cinius, in which he was accufed of having favoured Maxen- 
tius and Maximinus againft them, he put an end to his nufa> 
able life by poifon, as Vidor writes. La&antius fays, that 
feeing himfelf defpifed by the whole world, he was in a perpe- 
tual uncafincfs, and could neither cat nor fleep. He was heard 
to fi'm and groan continually, and was feen often to weep, 



and to be tumbling fometimes on his bed, and fometimcs oij 

the ground, His collcgue Maximian Herculeus thrice attempts 
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refume the purple, and even fnatched it from his own for* 
^JWaxentius, and at length in defpair hanged himfelf, in 310. 
tiWiferable alfo was the end of all their perfecuting fucceffours, 
axentius, the fon of Herculeus in the Weft, and of Gale- 
Hus, and his nephew Maxi minus Daia in the Eaft. No lefe 
viable was the hand of God in punifhing the authors of the 
foregoing general perfections, as is let forth by Laclantius in 
a valuable treatife entitled On the death of the perfecutors (a)„ 

' Thus 




* r 

[a) Teriullian obferves, that 
■ it was the glory of the christian 
■1 religion that the firlr. empcrour 
"that drew his iword againft it 
.was Nero, the fworn enemy of 
all virtue. This tyrant, four 
[years after he had begun in 64, 
„to exert his rage againil the chri- 
stians in his extreme diftrefs, at- 
tempted to kill himfelf ; but 
wanting refolution he prevail- 
ed upon another to help him 
to take away his life, and pe- 
riled under the publkk re- 
sentment of the whole empire, 
<ind the univerfal deteftation of 
mankind for his execrable 
Cruelties and abominations. Do- 
'fcitian perfecuted the church in 
and was murdered by his 
•'pwn fcrvants the year following. 
pTrajan, Adrian, Titus, Antoninus 
ilnd Marcus Aurelius rather tole- 
rated than railed perfections, 
nknd efcaped violent deaths, Se- 
.jwitt after he began in 202, to 
Sbpprefs the chriftians, fell into 
trailers, and died weary of life, 
•leaving behind him a moft pro- 
fligate fon who had attempted 
jjotakc away the life of his fa- 
rther, and afterwards killed his 
pother : and his whole family 
>nfhed miferably. Decius after 
> fliort reign died in battle. 
Julius waii killed the year after 
f^coimnenccd pcrfecutor. Va- 
, JtTKin w:u; :i cruel enemy to the 

pnitians, and died in miferablc 
'pfiwny in p cr fi a , Aurelian 



was killed in 274. Maximinus 
I. was flain after a reign of three 
years. Nothing profpered with 
Dioclefian after he began his 
war againil: the church : out of 
cowardice he abdicated the em- 
pire , and at length put an end 
to his own life. His collegue 
Maximian Herculeus was com- 
pelled to hang himfelf in 310. 
Maximian Galerius, the -molt 
cruel author of Diocleflan's per- 
fecution was feized with a griev- 
ous and. terrible difeafe. For, 
being extremely fat and un- 
wieldy, the huge mafs of flelh 
was over-run with putrefaction 
and fwarmed with vermin: and 
the ftench that came from him 
was not to be borne even by his 
own fervants, as Eufebius relates, 
(b. 8. c. 16.) Maxentius was 
overcome by Conftamine, [and 
drowned in the Tiber. Maxi- 
minus II. after being defeated 
by Licinius, was compelled by 
him to repeal his edicts againlt 
the chriftians, and died in 313, 
in cxquifite torments under a di- 
flempcr not unlike that of Ga- 
lerius. For whilll his army was 
drawn up in the field, he was 
lurking and hiding his cowardly 
head at home, and flying to Tar- 
fus, not knowing where to find 
a place of refuge on land or fen, 
but feared every where with his 
fears : he was alfo ih'uck with a 
lore diftcmpcr over his whole 

body. In Uie molt acute and 

in- 
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Xhu3 wbilft the martyrs gained immortal crowns, and virtue 
triumphed by the means of malice it/elf God uftially, even in 
this world, began to avenge his injured juflice in the chaffifc, 

ment of his enemies. 



On the fame DAY 



St. Anastasius, Pope, C. He was by birth a Roman, and 
had by many combats and labours acquired a high reputation for his 
virtue and abilities. He fucceeded Siricius in the papacy in ^8, 
St. Jerom calls him (1) a man of an holy life, of a moft rich po- 
verty, and endued with an apoftolick folicitude and zeal. He exerted 
himfelf in flopping the progrefs of Origenifm. When Ruiinus had 
tranflated the dangerous books of Origen. On the principles* he con- 
demned that tranflation as tending to weaken our faith built on the 
tradition of the apoftles and our Fathers, as he fays in his letter on 
this fubjecT: to John bifhop of Jeru-falem (2). As to Rufinus, he 
leaves to God his intention in tranflating this work (a). In this 

cpiftle 

(i) S. Hier. ep. 4. ad Demetriadem, T. 4 p. 793. (2) Epift 
Deer. T. i. p. 739. 



infufferable anguiih, he rolled 
hiinfelf upon the ground, and 
pined away by long falling, fo 
that he looked like a withered 
and dried fkeleton. At la-it, he 
who had put out the eyes of the 
chriitians, loll his light, and his 
eyes flatted out of his head ; 
and yet Hill breathing and con- 
fefling his fins, he called upon 
death to come and releafe him, 
which advanced flowly, and not 
till he had acknowledged that 
he deferved what lie fuiFered for 
his cruelty, and for the infults 
which he had committed againil 
Jcfus Chrill, as Eufcbms re- 
lates, (kllll. 1. 9. c. 10.) Who 
adds, that all the rulers of pro- 
vinces, who had acted under 

him, and perfecutcd the chriiti- 
ans, were put to death, as Pin- 
centius, his principal favourite 
Culcianus in Egypt, T hcotecnus 
and others. Uibanus, the cruel 
governour of Palelline, had been 

convielcd of many crimes at Ca> 



farea, and condemned to a fharnc- 
iul death by Maxuiunus himfelf j 
and his fuccelTour Pirmilianus 
had met with the fame fate from 
the hands of his matter whom 
by his cruelties he had ftudiedto 
pleafe. Licini.us, the laft of 
thefe perfecutors, was a worth- 
lefs and ftupid prince, who could 
not read or write his own nawe, 
hated all men of .learninc;, and 
was a foe to religion- Hc f to 
pleafe Conllantine, for fome 
time favoured die chrJAians, and 
pretended himfclf to be rc.»dy to 
become one; hut at Jail threw 
ofF the mafk, and perfected the 
church, when lie was conquered 
and put to death by Conllantine 
in 323. See Mr. Jortir., T.J. 
Tilleniont Hift. dea cm p. 

(*/) p. Gamier published tlib 
letter in his edition of Marius 
Mcrcator, p. 3. but interpo- 
lated in the end, where it is in- 
tended that Anailafms declare* 

Rufimw himfclf to have 

con- 
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over the earth, the 
ten days, dying on 
fays (3), that God 
bo blundered under 



cpiftle he calls all people and nations fcattcred 
parts, of his 00c y (y). He fat three years and 
the 'ourtec* h of December 401. St. Jerom 
took him on 1 of this world. left Rome mould 
Jueh a head : for in 4 10, it fell into the hands of Alarick the Goth. 
The remains of this holy pope have been oi'ten tranflated : the 
o-reateik part now reil in the chuich of St Praxcdes, The Roman 
nuiityrology commemorates his name on this day, which is proba- 

blv that of one of thefe rranflations. See Ceiller, T. 8. p. 55. 

St. Zita, V. She was born in the beginning of the thirteenth 
century, at Montfegradi, a village near Lucca, in Italy. She was 
brought up with the greateft care in the fear of God, by her poor 
virtuous mother, whole early and conftant attention to infpire the 
tender heart of her daughter with religious fentiments feemed to 
find no obstacles, either from private paUions or the general corrup- 
tion of nature ; lb eafily were they prevented or overcome. Zita 
had no fooncr attained the ufe of reafon, and was capable of know- 
ing and loving God, than her heart was no longer able to relifh any 
other object, and ihe feemed never to lofe fight of him in her ac * 
tions. Her mother reduced all her inftrucTtions to two fliort heads 
and never had occafion to ufe any farther remonftrance to enforce 
her leflbns than to fay: " This is moft pleating to God ; this is 
«< the divine will." Or, " That would difpleafe God." The 
fweetnefs and mcdefty of the young child charmed every one who 
faw her. She fpoke little, and was moft afllduous at her work, but 
her buftnefs never feemed to interrupt her prayers. At twelve years 
of age Ihe was put to fervice in the family of a citizen of Lucca, 
called Fatinelli, whofe houfe was contiguous to the church of St. 
Frigidian. She was thoroughly perfuaded that labour is enjoined 
all men as a puniihment of fin, and as a remedy for the fpiritual 
diforders of their fouls : and far from ever harbouring in her b re aft 
die lead uneafinefs, or exprefling any fort of complaint under contra* 
dictions, poverty and hardfhips, and (till more from ever entertain- 
Vol, II. O ing 

{3) Ep. 96, ad princip. p. 782. 



condemned by the holy fee. But 
this interpolation is omitted in 
tie accurate edition of Coutant. 
T. 1. p. 728. It is not found 
in the belt manufcripts : and is 
contrary to what this pope 
had faid before in the fame 
epinle, that he leaves Rufinus's 
confluence and intention to God 
his judge, 

(b) Mi hi cur a tion deer it % e-van* 
gtlh fulan circa meos popufos cuflo- 
dirc % fartefque corporis p*r J put in 
d'wcrja t err arum diffujai, quantis 
poffntn litter is tonvsnire tic qua pro- 

f 11 "*¥ interpret utiovis origo jubrspat 



qua: devotas immijju J at c alt pine 
mentcs labefa&ure conetttr. Ana ft m 
papa, Ep. ad Joan, liter. ,y :td 
Coutant. Ep. dec ret 'u/. T. 1 p. 

739. Pope Cclcitinc afterwnvds 
writing to the clergy and people 
of Conllantinople, ufes the like 
phrafe : Njs, licet huge pv/iii \ ubi 
cogtwvimus permerfitats dott'ttitv 
membra /tojh'u later ari^ pat em a 
J'tliiitudinr t:os urente, pro *vobis 

alt e no jltigr/i vimu$ incetidio 

Ci/m tioji a njifcurn fit is, ju>e tre- 
pidamuSy CjV. p. I . Cone* Evhifin. 
tap. 1<K 
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*ng the loafl idle inordinate or worldly defire, me bleffed God for 
placing her in a it at ion in which me was fupplied with the mod ef. 
fettual means to promote her fanftification, by the neceility of em. 
ploying herfelf in penitential labour, and of living in a perpetual 
conformity and fubmifTion of her will to others. She was alfo very 
feniible of the advantages of her itate, which afforded all necelTa- 
ries of life, without engaging her in the anxious cares and violent 
paHions by which worldly perfouo, who enjoy moft plentifully the 
goods ol fortune, are often diflurbed ; whereby their fouls refembie 
a troubled fc:i, always agitated by impetuous ftorms, without know- 
ing the fweetnefs of a'true calm. She conlidered her work as an em. 
ployment aligned her by God, and as part of her penance ; and 
obeyed her mailer and miitrefs in all things, as being placed ever 
her by God. She always rofe feveral hours before the reft of the 
family, at,d employed in prayer a confiderable part cf the time 
which others gave to fleep She took care to hear mafs every 
morning wirh great devotion, before (he was called upon by the 
duties of her Uation, in which Ihe employed the whole day wirh 
fuch diligence and fidelity that (lie fecmed to be carried to them on 
wings, and ftudied when poflible to anticipate them. Notwithftand- 
ing her extreme attention to her extcriour employments, fhc ac- 
quired a wonderful facility of joining with them almoft continual 
mental prayer, and of keeping her ioul conllantly attentive to the 
divine prefence. Who would not imagine that fuch a pcrlbn fliould 
have been eiteemed and beloved by all who knew her? Neverthc- 
lefs, by the appointment of divine providence for her great fpiri- 
tual advantage, it fell out cjuite otherwife, and for feveral years Hie 
fuffered the harfheft trials. Her modeity was called by her fellow- 
i'ervants Simplicity, an J want of fpirit and fenfe and her diligence 
was judged to have no other fpring than afFeclation and fecret pride. 
Her millrcfs wad a long time extremely prcpolleflcd againll her, 
and her pailionate m after could not bear her in his fight without 
tranfports of rat>c. It is not to be conceived how much the f aim 
had continually to fuller in this fituation. So unjullly defpifed, over- 
burdened., reviled and often beaten, (lie never repined nor lolt her 
patience ; but always preferred the lame fweetnels in her counte- 
nance, and the lame meehnds and chancy in her heart and words, 
and abated nothing of her application to her duties. A virtue fo 
conllant and fo admirable at length overcame jealoufy, antipathy, 
prcpoAcflion and malice Her mailer and milbels difcovcred the 
tjeafiire which their family pofleiled in the fidelity and example 
of the humble faint, and the other fcrvants gave due praife to lur 
virtue. Zita feared this profpenty more than adverlity, and trcr.v 
h'ed jell it lhould Le a inarc 10 her foul. Uut fincerc humility pre* 
i\ , k't'd tier fiom its dan^cn., and her behaviour, amid II the care/ll'S 
:n,d rel pi ci Hie »vn hu, continued the fame as when Ihe was ill-treat- 
nl in! lu d in denfmn : fiie was no lels aflallc, n.cck and 11 oil ell ; no 
It i.evoiii, iif>r lels diligent or ready 10 icrvv every one. j»<uijj 
u.ai./ 1. on, el eper ami feeing her naiU r and milliels commit to 
hei. ^ it h an cntue cnl'dence, the government oi their family, aiul 

the imma^ement oi" all their ailaus, ihe Wiu moll lcrupulou.y caie- 
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ful i t point of ceo nc my, rcmembring that flie was to give to God 
n-i account of the lOait farthing of' what was entruited as a depo- 
fi-iiin in lijrr h-'ndf ; and though head-fervant fne never allowed her- 
{c'i the id-: juivilegu or exemption in her woik on that account, 
t j in, .1 oi.en to iay so othei .that derctit-n 5s falfo if flothful. 
J , \';i l T' ) m nn:.:-fcrva:it fp^nh one :m:^ deft word, fhe was filled 
v;r.ii LoVrom, and procured him to be immediately d if charged from 
the f.i.j ily. W ith David Hie dehred to ice ir compofed only offuch, 
v. hose : M ->p!*ovcd piety might diaw down a benediction of God upon 
the w h Ac houfe, and be a ledirity to the matter for their fidelity 
a:,d «>« on example. She kept fail the whole year, and often on 
bread and water ; and look her veil on the bare floor or on a board. 
VheiKvu- bufinefs allowed her a little leifure. fhe fpent it in holy 
piAUir and contemplation in a little retired room in the garret ; and 
a: iier uml: repeated frequently ardent ejaculations of divine love, 
v. til \v Inch her foul appeared always inflamed. She refpccled her 
f;,icjv,-fervants as her fupcriours if .he was fent on commifiions a 
3 ;Je or two in the grcatcll itorms, fhe let out without delay, exe- 
c-iul :.i<:\:\ punctually, and returned often almoit drow ned, without 
jl.ev, j; any fign of reluctance or murmuring By her virtue fhe 
j. n in cd io great an aicendant ever her m after that a fingle 
word would often fuffice to check the greateft transports of his 
rage; and fhe would fometimes call heifelf at his feet to appeafe 
him in favour of others. She never kept any thing for herfelf but 
the poor garments which fhe wore ; every thing elfe flic gave to the 
poor. Her mafter feeing his goods multiply, as ic were, in her 
hands, gave her ample leave to beftow liberal alms on the poor ; 
which flie made nfe of with difcrction, but was fcrupulous to do no- 
thing without his exprefs authority. If fhe heard others ipoktn ill 
of, frie zealoufly took upon her their defence, and even fed their 
faults. Always when fhe communicated, and often when fhe heard 
mafs, and on other occafions, flic melted in fweet tears of divine love : 
ihe was often favoured with extafies during her prayen;. in her Jaft 
iicknefs flic clearly foretold her death, and having prepared herfelf 
for her paflage by receiving the lalt facraments, and by ardcntiighs of 
love ihe happily expired on the twenty -feve nth of April in t:*jtg t 
being fixty years old: :5c miracles wrought in the behalf of inch 
as had recourfe to her intcrceffion have bee ^ jurulh :dly proved. 
Her body was found entire in 1500, and is kept with ;>r.-at relpeCt 
in St. Frigidian's church richly enframed; her face and h;m<i:i are 
expoied linked to view through a chryll.il "1.7.. J'opc Leo X . 
granted an oflice in her honour. Tin: * irv oi Luc:a pays a (i a pil- 
lar veneration to her memory. — See ihdkmd. 
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St. VITALIS, Martyr. 

Prom Fortunaius^l. 1. Carm, 2. p. 33. His a£is and the fop. 
pojititious letter under the name of St. Ambrofe were written only 
in the ninth age. 

About the year 62. 

ST. Vital is is honoured as the principal patron of the city 
of Ravenna, in which he glorified God by martyrdom in 
the perfecution of Nero. He was a citizen of Milan, and is 
faid in his acts to have been the father of SS. Gervafius and 
Protafius. The divine providence conducted him to Ravenna, 
where he faw a chriftian named Urficinus, who was condemned 
to Jofe his head for his faith, ftanding aghaft .at the fight of 
death, and fceming ready to yield. Happy is he who by a 
perfect diffidence in himfelf, and a fincere humility obtains 
Arength and comfort from above in the firey trials of his laft 
conflicts ; when the devil rages with thegreateft fury, knowing 
that he has only a little time $0 compafs the ruin of a foul for 
ever. Vifalis Was extremely moved at this fpeclacle. The 
honour of God which was in danger of being infultcd by fin, 
acid the foul of a brother in Chrift which appeared to be up- 
on the very blink of apoflacy, were alarming objects to awake 
his zeal. He who dreaded the prefiimption of rajfhly fee-kin 
the combat, knew his double obligation of preferring the glory 
of God, and the eternal falvation of his neighbour to his own 
corporal life ; he therefore boldly and fuccefsfully encouraged 
Uriicinus to triumph over death, and after his martyrdom, car- 
ried off his body, and refpectfully interred it» The judge 
whole name was Paulinus, being informed of what he had 
clone, caufed him to be apprehended, Arctched on the rack ? 
and after other torments to be buried aliv e in a place called the 
Palm-tree in Ravenna, as Korlunatus and his acts relate. Thefc 
acts add, that his wife Valeiia, returning from Ravenna to 
.Milan, was beaten to death by certain peafants, becaufe flic 
ici'ufcd to join I hem in an idolatrous feftival and riot- The 
rclicks of St. V kalis are depolitcd in the great church which 

bears Iuj name in Ravenna, and was nuiguiiict'iUly built by the 
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cmperour Juftinian in 547. It belongs to a noble Benedictine 
' abbey, where in a ruinous private chapel are (hewn the tombs 
of the emperour Honorius, and of the princes and princefles 
of his family. 



SS. DIDYMUS and THEODORA, 

Martyrs. 



From their beautiful aels copied hi part from the prcjidial regiftersy 
the reft being added by an ey eivltnefs ^ extant in Ruinart* Set 
alfo St. Jlmbrofe de Virgin. /. 2. r. 4. 

■ 

A. D. 304. 

* ■ 

EUstratius Proculus, imperial prefect of Alexandria, 
being feated on his tribunal faid : cc Cajl hither the 
" virgin Theodora." A ferjeant of the court anfvvered : 
" She is here." The prefect faid to her: tc Of what condi- 
" tion are* you?" Theodora replied: " I am a chriftian." 
Prefect. <€ Are you a flave, or a free woman f" Theodora. 
" I am a chriftian, and made free by Chrift : I am alfo born 
" of what the world calls free parents." Prefect. " Call hi- 
" ther the bailiff (a) of the city." When he was come, the 
prefect afked him what he knew of the virgin Theodora. Lu- 
cius the bailiff anfwered : ct I know her to be a free woman, 
w and of a very good family in the city." cc What is the rcafon 
" then, faid the judge to Theodora, that you arc not married ?" 
T. u That I may render myfelf the more plea fin g and acceptable 
" to Jcfus Chrift, who being become man hath withdrawn us 
cc from corruption > and as long as I continue faithful to him 
u will, I hope, preferve me from all defilement." 1\ tc The 
1 cmpcrours have ordered that you virgins (hall eithe r facrinVe 
u to the Gods, or be cxpofed in infamous places." T. wfc i 
(c believe you are not ignorant that it is the will which God 
" regards in every action 5 and that if my foul continue chafle 
H and pure, it can receive no prejudice It 0111 outward vio- 
u lencc." P. cc Your birth and beauty make me pity you : but 
" this compaflion (hall not fave you unlets you obey. I fvvear 
by the gods, you (hail either facti (ice 01 he made the dif- 
grace oi your family, and the fcorn of all viituous and ho- 
nourable perfons." He then repeated the ordinance of the 
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emperours, to which Theodora made the fame reply as he fore 
and added : cc If you cut off unjufily my arm or head, will 
the guilt be charged to mc or to him that commits the out- 
rage? Iam united to Cod hy tin! vow I ha\ 'c n.a-jc to 
him of my virginity 5 he is the nralier of my body and my 
€c foul, and into his hands I commit the protection of hex! 
cc my faith and chafrity." P. '* Remember your hiith; 
46 will you dishonour your family hy an eternal infamv ']'. 
tc The fource of true honour is Jefus Chrilt : 111 y tovl ;.'\ 
ic its luftre from him. He will prc r ervc his dove from ia (l! i^ 
<c into the power of the hawk." P. cc A !as, iilly v.o r,^; 1 
<c Do you place your confidence in a crucified man r* do v<m 
cc imagine it wiU be in his power to protect your vinrv 
* c if you expofe it *to the trial ?" T. fct Yes, 1 moil Jini-.y 
tc believe that Jefus who futrcicd under Pi'utc will deliver n 
<c from all who have confpncd my ruin, ajid will prefene 1; e 
pure an J fpotiefs. Judge then if J can renounce him." P. 
<c 1 bear with you a long time, and do not yet put you to the 
* c torture. But if you continue thus olftinatc, 1 will have :<o 
more regard for you than for the moil dcfpieable Have. T, 
You are mafkr of my body : the law ha:; left that at your 
difpofal ; but my foul you cannot touch, it is in the power of 
S( God alone." P. * ft Give her two great buffets to cure her 
of her folly, and teach her to facrifice." T. fcC Thicui^h 
the aflifrance of Jefus Chrift, 1 will never facrifice to, nor 
<{ adore, devils. He is my protector/' P, c< You compel mc, 
notwithftanding your quality, to aflront you before all thu 
<c people. This is a degree of madnef>." T. " This hoiv 
cc madnefs is true wifdomj and what you call an affront w" 1 
* 6 be my eternal glory." P. I am out of patience; I v 
ot execute the cdic"t, I fliculd myiclf be £.u:hy of dilobcying 
cc the cmperours were I to dally any longer," ']'. 4C You 
* c arc afraid of difpleafmg a man, and can you repioach mc 
*' hecaufe I refufc to olfend God, becaufe 1 irand in awe of 
cc the emperour of heaven and earth, and leek to obey his 
4t will." P. lt Jn the mean time you make no fcruple of 
cc flitfhuna; the commands of the rmnerotirs, and abufinff MY 
<6 patience. I will, uotvit h/hmdin-',, allow you thiee days fo 
* c con fl tier what t:o do; il within that teim you do not eoin- 
<c ply with what \ require, by the jrods, you /hull i-e expo'nl, 
** that all other women may take vv.unin;\ fioin \ our example. 
T. ** Look on thefe three days a^ jiu.i''y expired. You voll 
r,t - find me the fame then a^ now. '/ here is a God who 'oil 
<c not foifakemc. ])o what you plrafc. My m \\ rnpttii is 
<c that I may he fcieened in 'lie nv an time (mm i/.fulu. on my 

" ^luifiity." J*. " That is Lut juli. 1 theie'ore oidaiii di.ft 
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" Theodora be under guard for three days, and that no vio- 
« lence be offered her during that time, nor 1 udenefs {hewn 
" her, out of regard to her birth and quality/' The three 
days being elapfed, Proculus ordered Theodora to be brought 
before him: and feeing fhe perfifred in her rciolution, faid : 
" The jufi fear of incurring the indignation of the cmpcrours 
" obliges me to execute their commands : wherefore fauiiice 
" to the gods, or I pronounce the threatened fentence. We 
" {hall fee if your Chrift, for whofe lake you continue thus 
" obftinate, will deliver you from the infamy to which 
4< the edict of the emperours condemns you." T. " Be in 
" no pain about that." Sentence hereupon being pronounced, 
the faint was conducted to the infamous place. On entering: 
it, fhe lifted up her eyes to God, and fuel : cc Father of 
" our Lord Jefus Chrifi, aflift me and take me hence: Thou 
" who delivered!* St. Peter from prifon without his lufraining 
iC any hurt, guard and protect my chaflity here, that all may' 
" know I am thy fervant." A troop of debauchees quickly 
furrounded the houfe, and looked on this innocent beauty as 
their prey. But Jefus Chrilt watched over his fpoufe, and 
fent one of his fervants to deliver her. Among the chnflians 
of Alexandria, there was a zealous young man named Didy* 
mus, who defiring earneftly to refcue the virgin. of Chrifi out 
of her danger, habited himfelf like a foldier, and went boldly 
into the room where fhe was. Theodora feeing him approach 
her, was at firfr. much troubled, and fled from him into the 
feveral corners of the room. He overtaking, her faid to her : 
4< Siller, fear nothing from me. I am not fuch an (me as you 
" take me to be. I am your brother in Chi ill, and have 
thus difguifed myfelf on purpofe to deliver you. Come, let 
u us change habits : take you my clothes and go out, and I 
" will remain here in vours : thus difguifed lave yourfelf." 
1 heodora did as fhe was defired : flic alio put on his armour, 
and he pulled down the hat over her eyes, and charged her 
in going out to caff, them on the ground, and not Hop to ("peak 
lo any one, but walk faff, in imitation of a pcrfon fceming 
aihatned, and tearing to be known alter the pci pcti union of an 
infamous a<Sl ion. When 'Theodora was by this firaiagem out 
oi danger, her foul took its flight towaids heaven in ardent 
ejaculations to God her deliverer. 

A fhort time alter, came in one of the lewd ciew on a wicked 
intent, but was extremely fuiprifed to find a man there, 
mdead of the virgin : and hearing from him the hifiory ol 
what had pafTed, went out, and publilhcd it abroad. The 
judge being informed of the affair fent for the voluntary pii- 

loner, and afketl him his name. Hu anfweiud : " 1 am callcel 
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€< Didymus." The prefect then afked him who put him upon 
this extraordinary adventure. Didymus told him it was God 
that bad infpircd him with this method to refcue his handmaid. 
The prefect then faid : " .Before I put you to the torture, de- 
ct dare where Theodora is." Didymus. Ci By Chrjft the 
C6 of God I know not. All that I certainly know of her 
* e is that fhe is a fervant of God, and th ^ He has preferved 

c/ her fpotlefs : God hath done to her r.cc ording to her faith 
* c in him." P. tc Of what condition are you?" D. "I 
<6 am a chrifrian, and delivered by Jefus Chrift." P. cc Pui 
<c him to the torture doublv to what is ufual, as the excels of 
6 - c his infolence dcfeivcs. D. tc I beg you to execute fpecdily 
<c on me the orders of your matters whatever they may be." P, 
<c By the gods, the torture doubJed is your immediate lot unJcfs 
* £ you facrifice : if* you do this your firff. crime mail he forgiven 
cc you." D. " I ha /c alicady gh en proof that I am a champion 
* c r. r Ch'ij?, and fear not to naffer in his caufe. Mv inti;uinji in 
6C this rnuLicr was twofold, to prevent the virgin \s -bejnsr de- 
<c flowered, and to give an infra nee of my fteau\ faith and 
cc hope in Chrift; being a flu red I fhall furviveall the torments 
ct j ou can fnflidt upon me. The dread of the crueileft death 
&c j op can clevife will not prevail on me to facrifice to devils.' 7 
P. w tor vour bold rafhnefs, and becaufe you have contemned 
ct the commands of our lords the emperours, you fhall be 

cc beh aded, and your corpfe fhall be burnt. 95 D. u EleiTcd be 
cc Gcd, the Father of our Lord Jcfus Chriff, who hath not 
cc de/p'cd my offering, and hath preferved fpotlefs his hand- 
" maid Theodora. He crowns me doubly." Didymus was, 
according to this fentejice, beheaded, and his body burnt. 
Thus fai the acts. 

St Ambrofcf j ), who v hues tins Jiiflory of Theodora (whom 
he calls by mi flake a virgin of Antioch) adds, that /he ran to 
the place of execution 10 Didymus, and would needs die in his 
place, and that the wn c alfo beheaded j which the Greeks fay 
happened fhordy after hi:, j .larty^'om. St. Ambrofe mod beau 
tifuUy points the ftiife 01 t.\. f hid/ rnartyn, at the place of exe- 
cution, which of the two fliouJd I ear away the palm of mar- 
tyrdom. 'J 'he v : n;in intrcd, that .he owed indeed to him the 
preservation of her eorp« r.d iiUe^ritv ; but would not yield to 
him the pi i vi lege of cam in» away her crown. cc You was 
ct hail, laid ilic, lor my model! y, not for my life, if my vir- 
<c to m ^y oc ,n danger, your bond holds o-ood : if my Jifc be 
c€ required, t'lis debt i inyfllf can di/chai^e. "J 'he /eiitence of 
** condeumation was pafled upon me : 1 am farther obnoxious not 
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(( on \y by my ftigbt, ,but by giving occafion to the death of 
u ano ther. I fled, not from death, but from an injury to my 
virtue. T his body which is not to be expofed to an infult 
<■<• a^ainft its integrity, is capable of fuffering for Chrift. If 
« you rob me. of my crown, you have not faved, but deceived 
» inc." The two faints thus contending for the palm both 
conquered : the crown was not .divided, but given to both. 
St. Didymus is looked upon to have fuffered under DiocIefian$ 
in 304/ and at Alexandria. 



SS. POLL IO, Le&or, and his compa- 
nions in Pannouia, Martyrs. 



From bis genuine ads, probably ext rafted from the court regi/ier y 
though colkfitd uncler the emperour F iLmtinian : extent in Rui- 
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A. D. 304. 

ROB US, governour of Pannonia, under Dioclefian in 
304, having put to death St. Montanus pricft at Singi- 
tion, St, Irenaetis bifhop of Sinrrium, and others, arrived at 
Cibalcs, a great town between the rivers Save and Drave, af- 
terwards the birthplace of the emperour Valentin ian ; but now 
deflroyed. Th,e very fame day on which he arrived, Pollio, the 
fir ft of the Readers of that church, was apprehended ; a per/oh 
of grpat virtue and a lively faith, of which he had already 
given fignal proofs. He was prefented to the governour as he 
was coming out of his chariot, and accufed as the moll impious 
of the chriftians, and one who fpokc difrefped fully of the gods. 
Probus having afked his name, and if he were a chriltian, in- 
quired of him what office he bore. " 1 am, faid Pollio, the 
" chief of the Readers." Probus. " Of what Readers." Pol- 
lio, " Why, of thofe who read the word of God to the 
• c people." Probus. tc 1 fuppofe you mean by that name 
cc a fet of men, who find ways and means to impofe on the 
u credulity of fickle and filly women, and per/bade them to 
obferve cliaflity, and refrain from marria<>;c. ,, Pollio. 
I hole are the heide and foolifh who abandon their Creator 
to follow your fuperfiitions ; whilfl our hearers are fo Heady 
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Jii the prole/lion of the truths they have imbibed from our 
ledlures, that no torments prevail witli them to tran/<n<*''s' 
c< tnc precepts of the eternal King." Probus. " Of v.i..u 
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king and of what precepts do you fpeak ? ,a Pollio. « j 
mean the holy precepts of the eternal King Jefus Chrift," 
Probus. cc What do thofe precepts teach V 9 Pollio. 66 They 
inculcate the belief and adoration of one only God, who 
cauleth thunder in the heavens; and they teach that what ii 
<c made of wood or ftone deferves not to be called God. Thev 
cc correct finners, animate and ftrcngthen the .good in virtue: 
* 4 teach vimins to attain to the perfection of their ffate, and 
cc the married to live up to the rules of conjugal chaftity: thev 
ct teach mailers to command with mildneis and moderation, 
* c flaves to fubm.it with love and affrction, lubjc&s to ota-vall 
cc in power in all things that are juft; in a word, they teach 
* c us to honour parents, requite our friends, forgive our tnc- 
cc mies, exeicife hofpitality to ftrangers, aflift the poor, to be 
* c juft, kind and charitable to all men ; to believe a happy 
* c immortality prepared for thole who defpife the momentary 
* c death which you have power to infli£L" Probus. " Of 
44 what felicity is a man capable after death ?" Pollio. 
* c Xhere is no comparifon between the happinefs of this and the 
tf< next life. The fleeting comforts of this mortal ftate defervc 
c< not the name of goods," when compared with the permanent 
* e joys of eternity." Probus. tfc This is foreign to our purpofc; 
tc let us come to the point of the cdi&" Pollio. ' ; " What is 
* c the purport of it ?" Probus. " That you muft facrifketo 
c< the gods." Pollio. <c Sacrifice I will not, let what will be 
cc the confequence ; for it is written : He that- Jh a 11 facrtfice to 
* c devihy and not to God,JJjall be exterminated", Probus* " Then 
<c you muft refolve to die." Pollio. tc My refolution is 
fixed : do what you are commanded." Probus thereupon 
condemned him to be burnt alive; and the fentencc was im- 
mediately executed at the diflauce of a mile from the 
town. Thus the aiSts. He fuffered on the twenty-feventh of 
April in 304, the fame day on which, according to the ails 
of Pollio, St. Eufebius bifliop of the fame city had fufleid fe- 
ver al years before, perhaps under Valerian. 
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St, PATRICIUS, Bifhcp of Prufa, 

in Bithynia, Martyr. 

From his autbentick afts hi Ruhiait. 

r~%^ H E R E were aniiently in Bithynia three cities known 
JL by the name of Pruia ; that wheieof St. Patricius was 
bifhop, was famous for its hot baths, near which /rood a tern- 
pie wherein facrifices were offered to Efculapius, and to Health ; 
ihe latter being adored as a goddefs by the Romans had 
a temple in Rome itfelf, as is mentioned by Livy (i). His a 61s 
uive the following account of his martyrdom.. Julius, proconful 
of Birhynia, being at Prufa, after bathing in the hot baths and 
Sacrificing to Efculapius and Health, found himfelf frefh, vi- 
gorous and in good health, for which lie imagined hi rnfclt in- 
debted to thofe divinities. With a view therefore to make a 
grateful return to thefe imaginary dcitles y he was determined 
to oblige Patricius to offer facrifice to them. . Wherefore being 
feated on his tribunal, and having caufed Patricius to be brought 
before him, h.e faid to him : " You, who being led away by 
* c filly tales, are weak enough t to invoke Ch rift , deny ]f you 
" can the power of our gods,, and their providential care over 
" us, in granting us thefe mineral waters, endued by them 
t{ with Salutary virtues. I therefore mfift on your Sacrificing to 
<c Efculapius, as you hope to avoid being fcverely tormented 
11 lor your non-compliance." Patricius. tc How many wicked 
*' things are contained in the few words you have been utter- 
" ing i" Proconful. 46 What wickedneSs can you difcovcr 
<( in my difcourfe, who have advanced nothing in it but what 
u is plain matter of fa 61 ? Are not the daily cures, wrought 
u by thefe waters, clear and man i fell ? Don't we fee and cx- 
" p^iiencc them?" Patricius did not deny the falutary virtues 
of the waters, nor the cures wrought by them upon hu- 
man bodies, but endeavoured to convince the governour and 
a nnmcious audience, that thefe waters-, and all other things, 
liail received their bein<r and perfections from the one only true 
juu, and his Son Jehu Chrili (<-/). And while he was en- 
deavouring 



!'*') The difcourfe may he fee n 
J* length in ) n ' ;i a ^[ ;i j»iven in 

Ruiuai-t, in which he a Scribes 



the heat of thefe and the like 
wafer:; to fubtei raucous fires : and 
the martyr take^ octalion from 

thence 
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deavouring to account for their heat and ebullition from fecon. 
dary caufes, he was interrupted by the proconful's crying out, 
* c You pretend then that Chrift made thefe waters, and gave 
66 them their virtue i" Patricius. " Yes - y without all dcubt 
* c he did." Proconful. " If 1 throw you into thefe waters to m. 
cc nifh you for your contempt of the gods, do you imagine your 
* e Chrift, whom you fuppofe the maker of them, will preferve 
* c your life in the midft of them ?" Patricius. cc I do not 
" cortemn your gods, for no one can contemn what doc; not 
* c exift : I would have you convinced that Jefus Chi hi qi 
preferve my life, when I am thrown into thefe waters, y 
eafily as he can permit them to take it away : and that 
* c whatever relates to me, or is to befall me is peifcflly 
<c known to him as he is prefent every where ; for not a 
* c bird falls to the ground, nor a hair from our heads, but 
<c by his good will and pleafure. This I would have all look 
<c upon as an oracle of truth itfelf ; and that an eternal puniffi- 
fi< ment in hell awaits all fuch as, like you, adore idols." 
Thefe words fo enraged the proconful, that he commanded the 
holy bifhop to be immediately {tripped and caft into the fold- 
ing water. While they were throwing him in, he prayed 
thus : " Lord Jefus Chrift affift thy fervant." Several of the 
guards were fcalded by the dafhing of the water. But it had 
no fuch effect upon the martyr, who, like the three children 
in the Babylonian furnace, continued in it a confi'derable time 
without hurt, being affected no more by it than if it had been 
an agreeable temperate bath. The enraged proconful ordered 
him thereupon to be taken out and beheaded. The martyr, 
having recommended his foul to God by a Ihort prayer, knelt 
down, and had his head {truck oft" purfuant to the fentence, 
The faithful that were prefent at the execution carried oft his 
body, and gave it a decent interment near the high road. His 
martyrdom happened on the nineteenth of May- Thus his 
acts. It docs not appear in what persecution he fuffered. 

thence to fpeak of hell and its nc- fire to fermenting or inflnmaWc 

ver-ending torments. Some philo- materials, which are found al- 

fopheru both ancient and modern molt every where in fonic degree, 

Imagine a central fire in the bowels efpecially in great depths, in the 

of the earth : others more probably earth, 
aicribc all fubten aneous heat and 
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St. PETE R, Martyr. 

From his life by Thomas of Leontino, a Dominican friar ^ zvho had 
rcfidcd long with hhn at Verona , and was afterwards patriate!? 
of Jcrufalem, csrY. collet! cd by Touron in his life of St. Domib 
nick, p. 480. 

A. D. 1252. 

ST. Peter the martyr was born at Verona, in 1205, of 
parents infected with the here/y of the Cathari, a fort of 
Manichces, who had infenfibly made their way into the nor- 
thern parts of Italy, during the quarrel between the emperour 
Frederick Barbarofla and the holy fee. God preferved him 
from the danger which attended his birth, of being infect- 
ed ^ith heretical fentiments. His father being delirous of 
iving him an early tincture of learning, fent him, while very 
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young, to a cathplick fchool-mafter 5 not questioning but by 
his own inff ruction afterwards, and by the child's converting 
* with his heretical relations, he mould be able to efface what- 
ever impreflions he might receive at fchool to the contrary. 
One of the firft things he learned there was the apoffics creed, 
i' which the Manichees held in abhorrence. His uncle one day 
S out of curiofity afked him his Icflbn. The boy recited to him 
! the creed, and explained it in the catholick fenfe, cfpccially 
j in thofe words : Creator of heave?! and earth. In vain did his 
; uncle long endeavour to perfuade him it was falfc, and that it 
\ was not God, but the evil principle that made all things that are 
Jvifible; pretending many things in the world to be ugly and 
i Kul, which he thought inccnfittent with the idea we ought to 
[•entertain of an infinitely perfect being. The rcfolute ftcadi- 
| nek which the boy mewed on the occafion his uncle looked 
l, Pon as a bad omen for their feet : but the father laughed at his 
itur;?, and fent Peter to the univerfity of Hologna, in which 
\< lll y there then reigned a licentious corruption of man- 
,UV S among the youth. God, however, who had bcfoie pro- 

'MkA h\ux from hcruly, preferved the purity of his heart and 

the 
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the innocence of his manners amidfr. thefe dangers- NevcruV 
lefs lie continually deplored his melancholy fituation, and fur- 
tified himfelf every day anew in the fovereign horrour of In?, 
and in all precautions againft it. To fly it more efFedlunllv 
he addrtiYed himfelf to St. Dominick, and though but fifteen 
yeais of ap;e, received at his hands the habit of his Order. But 
he foon loft that holy director, whom God called to glory. Peter 
continued with no lefs fervour tofquarc his life by the maxims and 
fpirit of his holy founder, and to pracYife his rule with the moil 
fcrupulous cxactnefs and fidelity. He went beyond it ever, in 
thofe times of its primitive fervour- He was afliduous in prayer; 
his watchings and fails were fuch, that even in his noviciate 
they confide] ably impaired his health ; but a mitigation in them 
reftored it before he made his folemn vows. When by them 
he had happily deprived himfelf of his libcity, to make the more 
perfect facrifice of his life to God, he drew upon him the eyes 
of all his brethren by his profound humility, inceflant prayer, 
exacTt lilence, and general mortification of his fenfes and incli- 
nations. He was a profeiTed enemy of idlenefs, which he 
knew to be the bane of all virtues. Every hour of the day had 
its employment allotted to it ; he being always either ftutlying, 
reading, praying, ferving the fick, or occupying himfelf in the 
mo ft mean and abje£t. offices, fuch as fweeping the houfe, &c. 
which, to entertain himfelf in fentiments of humility, he under- 
took with wonderful alacrity and fatisfaction, even when he 
was fenior in religion. But prayer was, as it were, the fcafon- 
ing both of his facred ftudies (in which he made great progrefs) 
and of all his other actions. The awakening dangers of fal- 
vation he had been expofed to, from which the divine mercy had 
delivered him in his childhood, ferved to make him al- 
ways fearful, cautious and watchful againft the fnares of his 
fpiritual enemies. By this means and by the moft profound 
humility, he was fo happy as, in the judgment of his fupen- 
ours and dii colors, to have preferved his baptifmal innocence 
tmfullicd to his death by the guilt of any mortal fin. Grati- 
tude to his Redeemer for the graces he had received, a holy 
zeal for his honour, and a tender companion for finnw$> 
moved him to apply himfelf with great fceal and diligence to 
procure the converlion of fouls to God. This was the lubpt 
of his daily tears and prayers; and for this end, alter he was 
promoted to the holy Older of priefthood, ho entirely devoted 
himfelf to the function of preaching, for which his funcriours 
found him excellently qualified by the gifts both of nature am 
grace, lie converted an incredible number of heretic^ and 
Jinners in the Komagna, the mai qu i fate of Ancoiia, '1 

ny' 5 tire Kolognefe and the Milancfc. And it was by many tn- 

buhno'i'j 
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halations, which befell him during the courfe of his miniftry, 
that God prepared him for the crown of martyrdom. He was 
accufed by fome of his own brethren, of admitting Grangers 
and even women into his cell. He did not own the calumny, 
becaufe this would have been a lie, but he defended himfeif, 
without pofitiveJy denying it, and with trembling in fuch a man- 
ner as to be believed guilty, not of any thing criminal, but of 
a breach of his rule : and his fuperiours impofed on him a clau- 
ilral punifliment, banifhed him to the remote little Dominican 
convent of Jefi in the marquiiatc of Ancona, and removed him 
from the oftice of. preaching Peter rece ived this humiliation with 
great interiour joy, on feeing himfelf fufFer /bmething in imitation 
of Him, who, being infinite fancniy, bore with patience and 
iiience the mod grievous ilanders, afflictions and torments for 
our fake. .But after fome months his innocence was cleared, 
and he was commanded, to return, and r'efume his former func- 
tions will) honour. He appeared every where in the pulpits 
with greater zeal and fuccefs than ever, and his humility drew 
on his labours an increafe of graces and benedictions. The 
fame of his pubJick miracles atteftcd in his life, and of the 
numberlefs wonderful convei lions wrought by him procured 
him univerfal refpect : as often as he appeared in publick, he 
was almoft prcfTed to death by the crowds that nocked to him^ 
forne to afk his bleffing, others to offer the fick to him to be 
cured, others to receive his holy inftruclions. He declared 
war in all places againft vice. In the Milancfe he was met in 
'.very place with a crofs, banner, tiumpets 5 and drums; and 
was often carried on a litter on mens flioulders to pafs the croud. 
He was made fupcriour of fcveral houf^s of his Order, and in 
the year 1232, was conftitutcd by the pope inquifltor general of 
the faith. He had ever been the terrour of the new Manichce 
iicrcticks, a feci whofe principles and pradl ice tended to the de- 
duction of civil focicty and chriftian morals. Now they /aw 
imn inverted with this dignity, they conceived a greater hatred 
than ever againft him. They bore it however tinder the pope- 
worn of Gregory IX. but feeino him continued in his office and 
tiilchaioing it with /till greater vx*a I under pope innocent IV. 
f''ty Confpircii his death, and hired two a/iailins to murder him 
j'jhis return from Como to Milan. The mflians Jay in am- 
■ . intfli lor him on his road, and one 0/ them, Uaiinus by name, 
j- lVc n ' ni two cuts on the head with an axe, and then ftabbed 
J 11, c "«iJ>4iiioii called Dominick. Seeing Peter rife on his 
>tovb 9 and hearing him recommend hiinfeJi to God by thofe 
vvui(l.s; J, //o thy. bunds, O Lort/ 9 1 commend my /aid, and 
! mu ' Wed, he di /patched him hy a wound in the fide with 

buttle. ax , on, the tfxth of. April in the htiut being 

foil}* 
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forty-fix years and fome days old. His body was pompoufly 
buried in the Dominicans church dedicated to St. Euftoraiuj 
in Milan, where it ftill refts : his head is kept apart in a cafe 
of chryftal and gold. The hereticks were confounded at his 
heroick death, and at the wonderful miracles God wrought at 
his fhrine ; and in great numbers defired to be admitted into the 
bofom of the catholick church. Carinus, the murderer of the 
martyr, fled out of the territory of Milan to the city of Forli 
where being ftruck with remorfe, he renounced his herefy, put 
on the habit of a lay- brother among the Dominicans, and per- 
fevered in penance to the edification of many. St. Peter was 
canonized the year after his death by Innocent IV. who ap. 
pointed his feftival to be kept on the twenty-ninth of April, 
The hiftory of miracles performed by his relicks and intercef- 
fion fills twenty-two pages in folio in the Ac~ta Saadlorum, by 
the Bollandifls, April T. 3. p. 697 to 719. 



St. R O B E R T, Abbot of Molefhe 

founder of the Ciftercians. 



From his life by Guy, allot of Molcfme^ his immediate jut* 
cejjburj and other monuments collected in the Hiflory of Religim 
Order S) T. 5. p. 341. M. Stevens monaji. T, 2. p. 22. Stt 
alfo Le Nainy T. 1. p. 1. 

A. D. 1 1 08. 

ST. Robert was born in Champagne, about the year io*4< 
His parents, Theodorick and Ermegarde, were no Id's 
noble than virtuous, and brought him up in learning and piety, 
At the age of fifteen, he became a Benedicline monk in the 
abbey of Monticr-la-cclle, where he made fuch progrefs in 
perfection, that, though he was one of the youngeft in that 
houfe, he was chofen prior, and fome time after made abbot 
of St. Michael dc Tonnerre. But not finding the monks of 
this place difpofed to fecond his good intentions and labours to 
cftahlilh regular difciplinc among them, but rather of a rC' 
fradtory temper and obftinato behaviour, he left them on the 
following occafion. Inhere dwelt at that time in a neighbour' 
ing defert called Col an, certain anchorets, who, not having' 
then any regular fuperiour over them, befought him to undtf* 
take that office. After feveral impediments he complied w^ 1 
theitf requefh and was received by them 39 another Mole 3 m 

1 J con - 
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conduct them through the defert of this world to the heavenly 
Canaan. Colan being unhealthily fituated, Robert removed 
them thence into the foreft of Molefme, where they built 
themfelves little cells made of boughs of trees, and a fmall ora- 
tory in honour of the Holy Trinity. The poverty of thofe 
religious, and the fcverhy of their Jives being known, feveral 
perfons of quality in the neighbourhood, ftirred up by the ex- 
ample of the bifhop of Troyes, vied with one another in fup- 
plying them with neceflaries which introduced by degrees fuch 
a plenty, as occafioned them to fall into great relaxation and 
tepidity : infomuch, that the holy Robert, having tried in vain all 
means '.o reduce them to the regular obfervance of their profeflion, 
thought proper to leave them, and retired to a defert called 
Haur, where certain religious men lived in great fimplicity and 
fervour. Among thefe he worked for his fubftftence, and em- 
ployed as much of his time as poffible in prayer and medita- 
tion. Thefe religious men feeing his edifying life chofe him 
for their abbot. But the monks of Molefme, finding they had 
not profpered fince his abfence, obtained of the pope and the 
bifhop of Langres an order for his return to Molefme, on their 
promifing that Robert fhould find them perfectly fubmiflive to 
his directions. He accordingly came back. But as their defire of 
his return was only grounded on temporal views, it produced 
no change in their conduct after the firft year. Some of them 
however, feeing their lives were not conformable to St. Bennet'a 
rule, which was daily read in their chapter, were defirous 
of a reformation, which the reft ridiculed- Yet the more zea- 
lous, feeing it was impoflible faithfully to comply with their du- 
ties in the company of thofe who would not be reformed, re- 
commended the matter to God by ardent prayers, and then 
repaired to Robert, begging his leave to retire to fomc folitary 
place, where they might be able to perform what they had un- 
dertaken, and were engaged by vow to practice. St. Robert 
promifed to bear them company, and went with fix of the 
1110ft fervent of thefe monks to Lyons, to the archbifhop Hugh, 
legate of the holy fee, who granted them letters patent to that 
eflecl ; wherein he not only advifed, but even enjoined them to 
leave Molefme, and to pcrfift in their holy refolution of living up 
to the rigour of the rule of St. Bennct. Returning to Molefme, 
they were joined by the reft that were zealous, and being twenty- 
one in number went and fettled in a place called Ciilercium 3 
or Citeaux, an uninhabited place covered with woods and 
brambles, watered by a little river, at five leagues diftancc from 
Dijon, in the diocele of Challons. Here thefe relipious men 
>c{VHi to grub up the flnubs and roots, and built themfelves 

edl'i of wood with the confcjit of Walter, bifliop of Challun?, 
Vol. 11. P and 
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and of Raymund, vifcount of Beaune, lords of the territory. They 
fettled there on St. Bennet's day, the twenty -fir ft. of March 
in 1098. The archbifhop of Lyons, being perfuaded that they 
could not fubfift there without the affiftance of fome powerful 
perfons, wrote in their favour to Eudo duke of Burgundy, 
That prince, at his own coff, finished the building of the mo- 
naftery they had began, furniflied them for a long time with all 
uccefiaries, and gave them much land and cattle. The bifiiop 
of Challons inverted Robert with the dignity of abbot, creeling 
that new monaftery into an abbey (tf ). 

The 



(a) The Ciftercian Order pro- 
feffes to follow the Benedictine 
rule in its primitive rigour. The 
habit ufed at M olefin e was 
tawney. St. Alberick who fuc- 
ceeded St. Robert at Citeaux, 
changed it for white, and the 
Order took from that time the 
Bleifed Virgin for its fpecial pro- 
tedlrefs. The Ciftercian nuns 
were inftituted before the death 
of St. Alberick. Within fifty 
years after its inftitution, this 
Order conftfled of no lels than 
c;oo abbeys ; which number was 
incrcafed to i3oo foon after the 
year 1200. The folc monaftery 
of Trebnitz in Silclia reckons 
above forty princefies of Poland 
who have there profeiTed this 
Order. The noble military Or- 
ders of Calatrava, Alcantara, 
and Monlicx.'i, in Spain; and 
thofe of Uhult and of Avis in 
Portugal, are fubjeel to it, and 
borrow from it their rules of 
piety. 'J he primitive extreme 
auflerity of the Ciilerckin Or- 
der bciuf>' iclaxed, pope Sixtus 
IV. in 1475, "ranted to the fu- 

pcriours power to dilpenie with 
the original obligation ol abili- 
m'uee from fiVlii. i'nt (cveral 
rrionr minus have been iince 
ell.'hlillied in if 10 p-fune itn an- 
* c ut K vrily. Thai oJ the J'Vuil- 
n» J'j.ince was hef»un in 

t \ "', by l/om joiiu da la Bar- 
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ricre, abbot of Notre Dame du 
I'tuillani, fix leagues from T011- 
loufe, which houie is the chief 
of this reformed Congregation, 
and the refidence of the 
whofe office is triennial. This 
reformation extended itfelf into 
Italy, under the name of Re- 
formed Bernardins. The molt 
pious and learned cardinal John 

Bona, who died in 1674, was of 
this Congregation. 

The mo ft auftere reformation 
of this Order is eflablifhcd at I?. 
Trappe. Its author, John le 
Bouthillier do Ranee, was of a 
noble and puiiTant family, who, 
having embraced an ecclefiaili- 
cal flute, was defigned to Re- 
cced his uncle in the archli- 
fhoprick of Tours. By his learn- 
ing and eloquence he diflinguilli- 
ed himfelf among the hicncli 
clergy, was their oracle on many 
important occafions, and their 
fpeakcr in their pcncral nflbm- 

*^ I 

blies. lie was chaplain to tJie 
duke of Orleans, and enjoyed 
ievcral confulci able peniiousu and 
a laivc church jevenue. J hit 

* * ■ 

at thirty years of age entering 
feriouily into himfelf^ he th'uifj.t 
it iiu.oniiilcnt with his profdin 11 
to employ the revenue:; ol ita' 
chinch in fuppori of a fpU'iidd 
eijuipajH*, and a jMcaf table;; 1 ! 1 ' 
to ipeiul hi;, pivrious time »f 

company and tlivcriioii;*. f' : 
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The year following 1099, the monks of MoJefme fent de- 
puties to Rome to folicit an order for their abbot St. Robert's 

return 3 



addreffod himfelf to thofe direc- 
tors who would the lead flatter 
him ; and in order to make refti- 
tution for paib fuperfluous ex- 
penecs, he by their advice fold 
his paternal eitate of 30,000 
livrci, or between z and 3000 
pounds lterling a year, and 
out of the purchafe-money cii 
Aributed a hundred thoufand 
crowns among the poor, and 
gave the remainder to pious ufes. 
lie rcfigned three abbeys and 
two priories which he pollefied 
in cowmendam ; and referved only 
the abbey of our Lady of La 
Trappe, in which he took the 
Ciflercian habit, commenced re- 
gular abbot, and in 1664, intro- 
duced a reformation of that Or- 
der according to the a u Here pri- 
mitive inftitute of St. Bennet, af- 
terwards renewed by St. Bernard. 
His books on the Obligations of 
a monailick flate cannot be too 
often read by thofe who profefs 
it; nor his edifying life, 
by Le Nain, which feems pre- 
ferable to that publifhed by Mar- 
follier. lie lived thirty- feven 
years in this rigorous folitude, 
:'«d died in 1700. The mona- 
ilery is fituate in a foreit in le 
i'erchc, near Normandy : it con- 
fided in 174^, of ilxty lay -bro- 
ther.* and novices, and fifty- 
leven choir- monks, of whom 
eighteen were prielLs, three 
oblates or extern lay -brothers, 
v.'ho are allowed to {peak upon 
iHTeiiary ncrniions. One of thefe 
opens the door to Unmoors, pro. 
Urates himlelf before them, and 
'hen )ead«, them liiil to the chap- 
r«i, aiul alter a Ihorr prayer into 
paitour ; but denies them, 

uhile within the nunuilery, to 



refrain from fpeaking of news 
or any worldly affairs ; only 
the abbot, prior or guell-mafter 
are allowed to fpeak to them. 
The monks are never allowed 
to fpeak to vifiters, nor to 
one another, otherwife than by 
figns, except it be to their fu- 
periours or ConfefTarius They 
never write to their friends in the 
world after their profcfTion, nor 
hear any thing relating thereto ; 
being content to know that there 
is a world, that they may pray 
for it. When the parent of any 
monk dies, the news is only lent 
to the fuperiour, who tells the 
community that the father of one 
of them is dead, and orders their 
joint prayers for his foul. When 
a novice is about to make his 
profefiion, he writes to his friends 
to take his laic leave of them, 
and makes a renunciation of 
whatever lie pollelfes in favour of 
his heirs ; but gives fome part to> 
the poor, to be diitribuced m 
his own country : for nothing is. 
received by the monallery, which, 
though its revenues are not large., 
maintains a great multitude of 
dillrefl'ed perlons. The monks 
till their rnound themfelves. 
They 11 hi ally keep their eyes 
call down, ami never look :it 
It ranger s ; but make them a low 
bow if they pal. - , by. When 
Pope Innocent JM. returning; 
iiom the cmnerour's court, called 
at St. liernauPii monallery, he 
tool: notice that not one ol tho 
monks lifted u|> his eyes 10 fee 
him or his attendants ; k> much 
were they dead to all cuuodly^ 
and to whatever could inteirtipt 
their attention lo CJod ; which 
made fiat j>-. cat pope call St. 
I 1 z Her- 
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return to Molefme, alleging that religious obfervance had 
fufiered greatly by his abfence $ and that on his prefence both 

the 



Bernard's monaftery the wonder 
of the world. Jn like manner 
the recollection of the monks of 
La Trappe in the fields, at 
work, at meals, and particu- 
larly in the church, is a moll 
moving fpeftacle. The more 
perfectly to renounce their own 
will, they are bound to obey not 
only fuperiours, but the lean: 
fign of any other, even the lafi 
among the lay-brothers, though 
by it they fpoil their work ; as 
St happened to one who, by obe- 
dience to another's fign, know- 
ingly fet wrong all the books of 
the church mufick which he was 
compofing. And abbot John 
told the "brother who was gar- 
dener, it were better that they 
fhould be without herbs, than 
that there mould be found in the 
garden one plant of felf-will. 
Their drink is a weak cyder, 
fuch as is ufed by the poorer! 
people in Normandy: but fmall 
beer is allowed thofe with whom 
cyder doth not agree. On faft- 
daya they cat only dry herbs 
boiled with a little fait, with a 
large piece of coarfe bread, and 
rue allowed half a pint of cyder. 
On other days they have an herb- 
fonp, :i defert of a radifli or two 
or a few walnuts or fome iuch 
tiling, and a imi.i eii-hcr of len- 
tilles, roots, h:\ily -pudding, or 
the like. They never eat hfh on 
any account, and never touch 
t My/ry or llefh meat, tuilef; when 
very Jick, but iomeiime:; uie 
milk. Once the bread being 
made a. little Id's coarfe than or- 
dinary, the abbot Jului de Ranee 
put the whole community under 
penance to atone for the fault of 
r he baker. Vox flipper they 



have only three, and on Fall-days 
only two ounces of dry bread. 
They ufe long proftrations, and 
praclife a general mortification 
of their fenfes. Abbot de Ran- 
ce turned out a novice, as not 
having the fpirit of the Order, 
becaufe heobferved him in weed- 
ing to put by the nettles too 
carefully for fear of being ftung. 
When they come to the fire m 
winter, they itand at fome di- 
ftance reading at a defk, in the 
calefactory, and never put out a 
foot, or pull up their clothes to 
Warm themfelves, nor flay long 
in that place : even in their fick- 
ne/Teo the fuperiour often treats 
them harfhly, in order to in- 
creafe their humility and pa- 
tience : and the monks, under 
the greateft pains, reproach 
themfelves as faint penitents, and 
add voluntary mortifications, of 
which we read very remarkable 
inftanci-sin the relations that have 
been publifhed of the death of fe- 
veralof the religious of La 1 rappe. 
Jn their agonies they are carried 
to the church, laid on allies, and 
there receive the lali facramcnts, 
and ufually remain in that iitua- 
tion till they expire. But no- 
thing is more edifying in this 
ho ufe than the molt prolound hu- 
mility which the monks practice, 
and the care with which the 
guefl- mailer or abbot fupprcfle:) 
whatever makes lor their repu- 
tation, and even that of their 
houfe or Order in general, that 
they may avoid the dangers ol a 
refined pride. They work in 
the fields many honia in the day, 
but join prayer with their labour. 
Their church duties are very 

lonu : and during the whole (toy 
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the profperity of their houfe and the fecurity of 
ponded : afluring his Holinefs that they would 
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their fouls de~ 
ufe their beft 



en- 



no one is out of fight of fome 
others, to take. away all poffibi- 
]ity of iloth. They He on llravv- 
bc'ds. The lighted faults are 
molt fcverely punifhed in chap- 
ter. It happened that a vene- 
rable abbot of a very great mo- 
naflcry of the Ciftercian Order, 
full feventy years of age, being 
lodged at La Trappe, had by a 
fign, out of humility, refufed to 
fui&r a I ay -brother to take the 
trouble to {hew him the way to 
his cell at night; but this being 
contrary to the rule of the houie 
in relation to ohedience to every 
one, the next day De Ranee in 
chapter reproached the abbot, 
that, not content to ruin difcipline 
and fouls at home, he came to 
fpread fcandal among them : and 
enjoined him a publick penance. 
How chearml thefe holy peni- 
tents are amidft their auiterities a 
appears from the visitations 
made by authority cf the gene- 
lal, the abbot of Citeaux. In 
1678, the abbot of Pricres, being 
deputed vifitor of La Trappe, 
declaied that he found the religi- 
ous, though fome were perfons 
of a very delicate and tender 
conliitiition, yet feveral above 
faudcore years old, all well, 
ehearful and begging that their 
auilurities might "be increafed. 
Jn 1664, when many cenfured 
die iuRitute as too fevere, the 
abbot De Ranee aflembled his 
it'Hgious, and commanded them 
to declare their fentiments con- 
cerning it. The lather;, all un- 
animnufly cried out, that their 
jnortilieatiuns weie too light for 
heaven, and in confideration of 
Ijieii- pail iins; protelling that 
underwent their auitcriue* 
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with joy, and were afhamed of 
their iloth, and that they did fo> 
little. When it was urged by a 
certain prelate, that at lea ft the 
lay-brothers ought to be allowed 
fome indulgence, the fame ab- 
bot, in 1087, fummoncd them 
to chapter, and ordered them to 
fpeak their fentiments. Brother 
Malck fpoke firft, and faid : 
<c Twenty years have I lived in 
" this houfj, and I never found 
any thing in it but what was 
eafy and agreeable I have 
always regarded myfelf as 
e< wax to leceive from your 
" hands whatever figure you are 
" pleafed to mould me into : I 
4< conrider myfelf as an untamed 
<e horfe if I am not held in by 
« 4 the bridle. If my Hate wants 
any alteration, ic ought to be 
* 6 more retrained. " Then fall- 
ing on his knees he added, that 
he was as a handkerchief in his 
hand, which he might ufe in the 
manner he pleafed. 2. B. Pa- 
chomius laid, his life had been 
unprofitable, and wifhed his ri- 
gours augmented ; and was a- 
fhamcd to fee many in the world 
undergo fo much for vanity, 
whiifl he did nothing lor heaven. 
3. ]>. Hilarion faid, his aufte- 
rities ought to be doubled, in or- 
der to fubjeci his body to the 
fpirit, left he mould ' lofe his 
crown. 4. 15. Firmin begged 
on his knees, that, mite ad of 
any relaxation, li is abbot would 
flint him up in a clofe prifon. 
Ji. Francis prayed his auitcrilicy 
might be increafed. The reft 
anlwered alter the fame manner* 
See abbot John's Conference:., T. 
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endeavours to give him no further reafon to complain of them. 
Urban II. therefore wrote to the archbifhop of Lyons to pro- 



Another famous reformation 
of the C/lcciao Order was cila- 
blifncd in the znonaftery or our 
jLady Dz Sept Fons, two leagues 
from iiourbon-Lanci in France, 
by the abbot Euftache de Beau- 
fort, in the laic century ; which 
houfe no one can viht without 
receiving from the example of 
thole holy men the flrongcft im- 
preflions of piety. The gardens 

are cultivated by the hands of 
the monks, and yield their prin- 
cipal fubfiflence, their oidinary 
food being herbs and pulie. Their 
filence is perpetual, except with 
regard to fuperiours on neceffary 
occauons, and in conferences of 
piety. Every thing in the houfe 
and church is cxprcflivc of fen- 
timents of humble poverty and 
iimplicity. One hundred monks 
in choir feem to have but one 
vo^ce : fo great is the order of 
uniformity obferved in finging 
every verfe together. They make 
long paufes in the middle of 
each verfe, that their minds and 
hearts may draw from each word 
a fpi ritual nourifhmcnt to feed 
their affections. They are fo in- 
tent upon their duty at that time, 
that no part of their body fecms 
to have the lead motion but their 
lips. 'They walk to the refectory 
and to their work with the molt 
edifying modefly and recollec- 
tion, with their eyes carl down ; 
and one is ftupriied to fee the 
devotion which appears in their 
Very exterionr rliroughout all 
their actions, and the vigour 
\vith \yhich they ply ma- 
nual labour in their extenuated 
and mortified bodies. To be 
the more perfcdlly unknown to 

Wen, they do not fuller any flung; 



cure 

of the eminent virtues which arc 
pradtifed in their houfe, to be 
publifhed. And the unfeigned 
humility, compunction, nvortih- 
cation, devotion and other vir- 
tues of thefe holy penitents 
flrongly afreet thofe who behold 
them. 

Some are ftartled and feeming. 
ly fhocked at the extraordinary 
aufterities pracTtifed by thefe 
monks, and by many ancient 
hermits, What \ fay they : has 
the kind Author of nature given 
us organs, and an inclination to 
pleaiure, yet commanded us to 
forbear it ? or does he delight 
in our pain ? Thefe perions 
feem to be great ftrangcrs to 
what both faith and reafon teach 
on this head. God has indeed 
annexed pleafure to many ac- 
tions for neceflary and good pur- 
poses ; and many lawful pica- 
lures of our fenfes may be fane- 
titled by a virtuous intention. 
But ever fince the corruption or 
our nature, and the revoltofour 
pallions againtt reafon, our ap- 
petites (land in need of a fevcre 
curb ; and without frequent de- 
nials and reilraints, felt-will ami 
the fenfes become headltrong and 
ungovernable, and refule iub- 
jeeition. God has appointed the 
mortilication of the fenfes, joined 
with iincerc humility and the 
more elfential interiour denial ot 
the will, to be the powerful re- 
medy, and a neceflary condition 
for obtaining his viclorioiLs graces 
againll ihih enemy : and flu ill 
frequently inculcates the obliga- 
tion of it, and declares thnt 110 
one can be his difeiple who ts 
not crucified and dead to 
fclfj as the grain nf' com wji 
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cure St. Robert's return to Molefme, if it could be convenient- 
ly cornpafTed. The legate fent his oiders to that cfYecl:, and 
Robert immediately obeyed, remitting his puitoral ft aft" for CU 
teaux to the bifhop of Challons, who abiblved him from the 
promife of obedience he had made him. He was initalled anew 
by the bhhop of Langres, abbot of Molefme, which ■ he go- 
verned till his happy death almoft nine years after, in the year 
nc8, of his age fourfcore and lour. 

On the fame DAY 



St. Hue a. Abbot of Cluni, C. He was a prince of the fove- 
rei^n hcufe of the dukes of 13urgundy, and had his education under 
tiic tuition of his pious mother, rind under the care of" a holy hiihop 
of Challons. From his infancy he was exceedingly gjveu to 
prayer and meditation, and his life was remarkably innocent and 
holy. The world he always looked upon as a tcmpclluous feu, 
worked up by the norms ot human pa Axon?, and concealing jocks 
and iheives every where under its boifterous waves. In obedience 
to the will of his father he learned the exercifes of fencing and rid- 
ing. Bat one day hearing an account of the wonderful lanclity of 
the monks of Cluni under St. Odilo, he was fo moved, that he let 
out that moment, and going thither, humbly begged the monaitick 
habit. After a rigid noviciate he made his profeifion in 1039, hc- 
in^ fixteen years old. Mis extraordinary virtue, efpecially his ad- 
miiablc humility, obedience, charity, fweetnefs, prudence and zeal 
gained him the refpect of the whole community, and upon the death 
of St. Odilo in 1049, he fucceeded to the government of that 
great abbey, which he held fixty-two years. He received to the 
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in the ground before it can bring 
forth fruit. To deny the nccef- 
iity of mortification both exteriour 
and mteriour, would be, on ma- 
ny accounts, to dellroy the whole 
lyllcm of chriltian morality. But 
the extraordinary auilerities of 
certain eminent fervants of God 
are not undertaken by them 
without a particular call, exa- 
mined with maturity and pru- 
dence, and without a fervour 
equal to fuch a ilate. Neither 
<h> they place fanclity in any 
pradifes of mortification, or 
m ea lure virtue by them, as n 
Deivife or Brachman might do; 
hut choole fuch as have the great- 
til tendency to facilitate the fub- 
J^liou of their pail ions, and ie- 



gard them only as helps to vir- 
tue, and means to acquire it, and 
to punifh fin in themfelves. Nor 
do they imagine CJod to be de- 
lighted with their pain, hut with 
the cure of their 1 pi ritual mala- 
dies. A mother rejoices in the 
health of her child, not in the 
bitternels of the potion which flie 
gives him to procure it. The 
doctrine of Chi ill, and the ex- 
amples of St John the Buptill, 
St Paul, St. Matthias, St. James, 
and the other apolllcs ; of ma- 
ny ancient prophet'!, and other 
faints from the full ages of our 
holy religion, are a Handing 
apology and commendation of 
this fpirit in fo many fervants ot 
God. 
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religious profeffion Hugh, duke of Burgundy, and died on the 
twenty-ninth of April in 1 109, aged eighty-five. He was ca- 
nonized twelve years after his death by pope Calixtus II. 





APRIL 30. 

St. CATHARINE of Sienna, Vir- 
gin. 

From her life by Raymund of Capua* her confejfor, afterward: 
general of the Dominicans ; alfo by Stephen, prior of the Car- 
thztfiam-i near Pavia, who had intimately known the faint, and 
fro?n other cote??iporary authors. See her hi/lory judicionjly ami 
elegantly compiled by F. 7 'our 'on, ST. 2. a writer juj. "fly extolled in 
the Journal de Scavants^ a? id honoured with great encomiums 
and preferments by pope Bencclicl XIV. 

A. D. 1380. 

T. Catharine was born at Sienna, in 1347. Her father 

James Benincafa, by trade a dyer, was a virtuous man ; 

and though blefled -with temporal profperity, always chiefly 
folici tous to leave to his children a folid inheritance of virtue 
by his example, and by deeply inflilling into them Jcflbns of 
piety. Her mother Lapa had a particular affcdlion for this 
daughter above her other children ; and the accompli Ann en ts of 
mind and body, with which fhe was adorned made her the 
darling and delight of ail that knew her, and procured her the 
name of Kuphrofyna. She was favoured by God with extra- 
ordinary graces as foon as /he was capable of knowing him- 
She withdrew very young to a Jblitudc a little out of the town 
to imitate the Jives of the lathers of the defert. Returning 
alter fbme time to her father's houfc, flic continued to be guid- 
ed by the fame fpiiit. In her childhood /he confccratcd her vir- 
ginity to God by a piivatcvow. Her love of mortification and 
prayer, and her fentiments of virtue were fuch as are not ulually 
found in fo lender an age. Jhtt God was pleafed to put her 
icfolulion to a < r ya\t tiiaJ. At twelve years of age her parents 
thought of cni»a'/in<»- her in a married Hate. Catharine loti/id 
them deal' to her in treaties that /he might live lmgle : ana 

therefore redoubled her prayers, watching and auilcritie:^ know- 
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in* her protection rauft be from God alone. Her parents, 
regarding her inclination to folitude as unfuitable to the life for 
which they defigned her, endeavoured to divert her from it, and 
becan to thwart her devotions, depriving her in this view of the 
little chamber or cell they had till then allowed her. They 
loaded her with the molt diftracTmg employments, and laid on 
her all the drudgery of the houfe, as if {he had been a perfon hired 
into the family for that purpofe. The harden: labour, humi- 
liations, contempt, and the infults of her lifters were to the 
faint a fubjecf. of joy $ and fuch was her ardent love of crofles 
that fhe embraced them in all fhapes with an holy eagcrrrefs, 
and received all railleries with an admirable fweetnefs and he- 
roick patience. If any thing grieved her, it was the lofs of 
her dear folitude. But the Holy Ghoft, that interiour faithful 
matter to whom fhe liftened, taught her to make herfelf ano- 
ther folitude in her heart ; where amidfr. all her occupations fhe 
confidered herfelf always as alone with God 3 to whole prefence 
flic kept herfelf no lefs attentive, than if Hie had no exteriour 
employment to diflradt her. In that admirable treatife of God's 
providence which fhe writ, fhe faith, c ' That our Lord had 
taught her to build in her foul a private clofet, ftrongly vaulted 
with the divine providence, and to keep herfelf always clofe. 
and retired there , he affured her that by this means fhe fhould 
find peace, and perpetual repofe in her foul, which no florm or 
" tribulation could difturb or interrupt." Her litters and other 
friends pcrfuaded her to join with them in the diverfions of the 
world, alleging, that virtue is not an enemy to neatnefs in drefs 
or to cheariulnefs ; under which foft names they endeavoured to 
recommend the dangerous liberties of worldly paftimes and vani- 
ties. Catharine was accordingly prevailed upon by her fillers to drefs 
in a manner fomcthing more genteel : but the loon repented of 
her compliance, and wept for it during the remainder of her 
life, as the greatcft infidelity flic had ever been guilty of to her 
heavenly fpoulc. The death of her elder lifter ]>onaventura 
loon after confirmed her in thofe feruimcnts. Her father, edi- 
hed at her patience and virtue, at length approved ami feco.nded 
her devotion, and all her pious delires. She liberally aftiited 
the poor, ferved the lick, and comforted the afllicted and pri- 
foneis. Her chief fubliftenco was on boiled herbs without 
either fanee or bread, which laff. fhe iehlom talted. She wore a 
very rou^h hair-cloth and a large iron girdle aimed with fharp 
points, hiy on (| lc ground, and watched much. Humility, obe- 
dience and a denial oi her own will even in her penitential au- 
ilciities favc them their Hue value. She hi p,an this cpurfc of 
n Te when under fifteen years of age. She w:u> moreover viiitcd 
With many painful diiUmpeis, which ihc undei went with iii- 
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credible patience ; {he had alfo fufFered much from the ufuof 
hot baths prefcribed her by phyficians. Amidft her pains itw^ 
her conftant prayer, that they might ferve for the expiation of 
her offences, and the purifying her heart. She Jong deflred, 
and in 1365, the eighteenth year of her age (but two years later 
according to fome writers) fhe received the habit of the third 
Order of St. Dominick, in a nunnery contiguous to the Do- 
minicans convent. From that time her cell became her para- 
dife, prayer her element, and her mortifications had no longer 
any restraint. For three years fhe never fpoke to any one but 
to God and her confeflbr. Her days and nights were em- 
ployed in the delightful exercifes of contemplation : the fruits 
whereof were fupernatuial lights, a moft ardent love of God, 
and zeal for the converfion of finners. The old ferpenr, feeing 
her angelical life, fet all his engines at work to afiault her vii- 
tue. Fie fir ft filled her imagination with the moft filthy repre- 
fentations, and afiaiJcd her heart with the bafeft and molt hum- 
bling temptations. Afterwards he fprcad in her foul fucli a 
cloud and darknefs that it was the fevereft trial imaginable. JShe 
faw herfelf an hundred times on the brink of the precipice, but 
was always fupported by an invifible hand. Her arms were 
fervent prayer, humility, refignation and confidence in God. 
By thefe fhe perfevered victorious, and was at Jaft delivered 
from thofe trials which had only ferved to purify her hcait. 
Our Saviour viiitins; her after this bitter conflidl fhc faid to him: 
cc Where waft thou, my divine fpoufe, whilfl I lay in fuch an 
cc abandoned frightful condition." " I was with thee" he fecmcd 
to reply. 46 What, faid fhc, amidft the filthy abominations 
tc with which my foul was infefted .V He an fwercd : "They 
tc were difplcafing and moft painful to thee. This conflict 
therefore was thy merit, and the vidtory over them was ow- 
ing to my pre fence." Her ghoflly enemy alfo folicitcd her 
to pride, omitting neither violence nor ftratagem to feduce her 
into this vice; hut invincible humility was a buckler to cover 
her from all his fiery darts. God recompenfed her chanty to 
the poor by many miiacles, often multiplying provifions in her 
hands, and enabling her to carry loads of corn, oil, and other 
nccefiaries to the poor, which her natural ftrength could not 
other wife have borne. The grcateft miracle fecmcd her pa- 
tience, in bearing the murmurs and even the reproaches <u 
thefe ungrateful and importunate people. Catharine d relied, 
and ferved an old woman named Mecca, infected to thut 
degree with a leprofy, 1 hat the magiftrates had ordered iu'f 
to i>e removed out of the city, and (eparated from all others. 
'Fins poor wretch ncvcrthelofs made no other return to the ten- 
der chanty of the faint* but continual bitter complaintb ;ind 
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reproaches ; which inftead of wearying out her conftancy only 
moved the faint to ftiew her ftill greater marks of fweetnefs and 
humility. Another, whofe infectious cancer the faint for a long 
time fucked and dreffed, publifhed againfr. her the mo ft infa- 
mous calumnies ; in which fhe was feconded by a fitter of the 
convent. Catharine bore in filence the violent perfecution they 
brought upon her, and continued her affectionate fer vices till 
by her patience and prayers file had obtained of God the con- 
verfion of both thefe enemies, which was followed by a re- 
tractation of their flandcrs. 

The ardent charity of this holy virgin made her indefatigable 
in labouring for the converfion of iinners, offering for that end 
continual tears, prayers, fafts and other aufterities, and think- 
ing nothing difficult or above her ftrength. AH her difeourfes, 
actions and her very fdence powerfully induced men to the love 
of virtue, fo that no one, according to pope Pius IT. ever ap- 
proached her v/ho went not away better. Nannes, a powerful 
turbulent citizen, being brought to our faint to be reclaimed, all 
jhe could fay to him to bring him to a right fenfe of his duty 
was of no effect: : upon which fhe made a fudden paufc in her 
difcourfe, to offer up her prayers for him : they were heard that 
very inftant, and an entire change was wrought in the man to 
which his tears, and other tokens bore evidence. He accord- 
ingly reconciled himfelf to all his enemies, and embraced a 
moft penitential life. When he aftcrwaids fell into many tem- 
poral calamities, the faint rejoiced at his fpiritual advantage un- 
der them, faying, God purged his heart from the poifcm with 
which it was infected by its inveterate attachment to creatures. 
Nannes gave to the faint a {lately houie which he polfcilcd 
within two miles of the city. 'This, by the pope's authority, 
Die converted into a nunnery. We omit the miraculous con- 
verfion of James Tholomei and iris fillers, of Nicholas Tuldo, 
and many others ; particularly of two famous aflhffins going 
to die with blafphemies in their mouths, and in tranfpoits of 
Mf-e and defpair ; v/ho were iuddenly convened in their Lilt 
.moments on the faint's praying for them, confciled their Clinics 
to a piieft with great iigns of repentance, and appeared tho- 
roughly refigncd to the punifhmcnt about to he in/lie led on 
thein. A peflilencc hi) ing wafle the country in J J7-|, Caiha- 
rine devoted herfcli to ferve the infecled, and obtained ol Cind 
the cure of fevcral ; arnongft others of two holy J Jonii -ucan.*;, 
Kaymunci of Capua and Bartholomew ol* Sienna. The nudL 
hardened iinners could not with Hand the foice of her c.vheita- 
tion;; to a change of life. Thou finds i locked from places ac a 
uillancc in the country to hear or only to fee her, and weie 
{JJ'ouplit over by h'r words or example to the Hue ddpolitions 

of 
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of finccre repentance. She undertook a journey to Monte Put, 
ciano to confecrate to God two of her nieces, who thei e tool; 
the religious veil of St. Doniinick : and another journey to 
Pifa, by order of her fuperiaurs at the earneft fuit of the citi- 
zens. She there reftored health to many in body, but to a far 
greater number in fou). Raymund of Capua and two other 
Dominicans were commiffioned by pope Gregory IX. then re- 
fid ing at Avignon, to hear the confeflions at Sienna of thole 
who were induced by the faint to enter upon a change ofliiej 
thefe priefts were occupied day and night, in hearing the con- 
feftions of many who had never confelied before ; befides thofc 
of others who had acquitted themfelves but fuperficiajly of that 
duty. Whilft fhe was at Pifa in 1375, the people of Florence 
and Perugia, with a great part of Tufcany and even of the 
Ecclefiaftical State entered into a league againft the holy fee. 
The news of this difturbance was delivered to Catharine bv 
Raymund of Capua, and her heart was pierced with the moll 
bitter forrow on account of thoife evils, which fhe bad foretold 
three years before they came to their height. The two furious 
factions of the Guelphs and Gibellines, which had fo diliuibed 
and divided the ft ate of Florence, then a powerful common* 
Wealth, united at laft againft the pope, to, ftri.p the holy fee of 
the lands it poflefled in Italy. The difturbance was begun in 
June 1373, and a numerous army was let on foot : the word Li- 
bertas) wrote on the banner of toe league, was the fignal. Pe- 
rugia, Bologna, Viterbo, Ancona and other ftrong holds fooa 
declared for them. The inhabitants of Arezzo, Lucca, Sien- 
na and other places were kept within the bounds of duty by 
the prayers, letters and exhortations of St. Catharine, and gc- 
neroufly contemned the threats of the Florentines. Pope Gre- 
gory XI. rcliding at Avignon, wrote to the city of Florence, 
but without fuccefs. Me therefore font the cardinal Robert of 
Geneva li is legate with an army, and laid the diocefe of Florence 
under an interdict. Internal diviiions, murders and all other 
dome flick jniferies amongft the Florentines, joined with the 
confpiracy of the neighbouring ftatcs concurred to open their 
eye:;, and made them fuc for pardon. The magiftrates lent to 
Sienna to beg St. Catharine would become their mediatrix. 
She could not refill their pre/ling intreaties. Before fhe ar- 
rived at Florence flic was met by the Priors or chiefs of the 
magi ft rates ; and the city left the management of the whole ai- 
fair"Yo her difcretion, with a prom if I' that fhe jfhould be followed 
to Avignon by their ambafftdours who ihould iigti and ratify 
the conditions of reconciliation between the parties at variance, 
and confirm every thing /he had done. The faint arrived 

Aviation on the eighteenth of fune 1*76, and was received by 

tiie 
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the pope and cardinals with great marks of diftincTrion. His 
Hoi hiefs, after a conference with her, in admiration of her 
prudence and fah&lty faid to her : " I defire nothing but peace. 
" [ put the affair entirely into your hands ; only I recommend 
iC to y OU the honour of the chuieh," But the Florentines 
fought not peace fincerely, arid they continued to carry on fe- 
cre t D intri"-ues to draw all Italy from its obedience to the holy 
fee. Their ambalTadours arrived very late at Avignon, and. 
{poke with fo great irifolence, that they fhewed peace was far 
from being the fubjedt. of their errand. God fuffered the con- 
clufioii of this work to be deferred in punifliment of the fins of 
the Florentines, by which means St. Catharine fanciiRed 
licrfclf frill more by fufTering longer amidfl a feditious 
people. 

The faint had another point no lefs at heart in her journey 
to Avio-non. Pope John XXII. a Frenchman, born at Cahors, 
. bifhop, firft of Frejus, then of Avignon, Jaftly of Porto, be- 
ing made pope in 13145 fixed his refidence at Avignon, where 
John's fuccefTours, Benedict XII. Clement VI. Innocent VI. 
and Urban V. alfo refided. The then pope Gregory XL elecled 
in 1370, continued alfo there. The Romans complained 
that their bifhops had for feventy-four years paft forfaken 
their church, and threatened a fchifm. Gregory XI. had 
made a fecret vow to return to Rome ; but not finding this 
defign agreeable to his court, he confulted the holy vir- 
gin on this fubje£r, who anfwered : " Fulfil what you 
" have promifed to God." The pope, furprifed flic fhould 
know by revelation what he had never difcovcred to any peribn 
on earth, was immediately determined to carry his good defign 
into execution. The faint foon after left Avignon. VVe have; 
ieveral letters wrote by her to him, to profs him to ha ft en his 
return : and he IhortJy after followed her, leaving Avignon on 
the thirteenth of September in 1376. He overtook the faint 
at Genoa, where fhe made a fhort flay- At Sienna flic con- 
tinued her former way of life, /Irving and often curing the 
lick, converting the moll obflinatc finncrs, and reconciling 
the mofr inveterate enemies more iiill by her prayers than by 
her words. Such was her knowledge of heavenly things, that 
cutain Italian doclors out of envy and with the intent to cx- 
1 ptjfc her ignorance, being come to hold a conference with her, 
departed in confulioii and admiration at her interiour lights. 
1 lie fame had happened at Avignon tome time before, where 
three prelates, envying her credit with the ;>'»pe ? put her to the 
m °'' intt icate qucUions on an interiour lile, and many other 
hityeels ; but adniij in\\ hei ' anfwers to all their diflicuitiey, con- 
Mtad to the pope they had never feen a ioul lo enlightened, 
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and fo profoundly humble as Catharine. She had many difcj. 
pies ; amongft others Stephen, fen of Conrad, a fenator of Sien- 
na. This nobleman was reduced by enemies to the laft extre- 
mity. Seeing himfelf on the brink of ruin he addreiTed 
to the faint, who having firft made a thorough convert of him 
from the world and its vanities by her prayers, miraculoufly on 
a fudden pacified all his profecutors, and calmed their fury, 
Stephen from that time looked upon as duft all that he had for- 
merly moft pafiionately loved and purfued j and he teftified oi 
himfelf that by her prefence, and much more by her zealous 
difcourfes he always found the divine love ever vehement- 
ly kindled in his breaft, and his contempt of all earthly thing 
incrcafed. He became the moft fervent amongft her difciplcs, 
made a collcdtion of all her words as oracles, would be her ft- 
cretary to write her letters, and her companion in her journies 
to Avignon, Florence and Rome - 3 and at length by her ad- 
vice profefled himfelf a Carthufian monk. He aflifted at her 
death, and wrote her life at the requeft of feveral princes; 
having been witnefs of her great miracles and virtues, and 
having experienced often in himfelf her fpirit of prophecy, her 
knowledge of the confeiences of others, and her extraordinary 
light in Ipiritual things. 

St. Catharine wrote to pope Gregory XI. at Rome, flrongly 
exhorting him to contribute by all means poftible to the ge- 
neral peace of Italy. His Kolinefs commiflioncd her to go to 
Florence, ftill divided and obftinate in its difobediencc. She 
lived foine time in that factious place amidft daily murders, 
and confifcations, in frequent dangers of her own life many 
ways; in which fhe always flic wed hcrfclf moft undaunted even 
when fwords were drawn againfl her. At length fhe over- 
came that obftinate people, and brought them to fubmiffion, 
obedience and peace, though not under Gregory XI. as Uaillet 
miftakes, but his fucccflbur Uiban VI. as her co temporary hi- 
•iiorian informs us. This memorable reconciliation was (.'Hal- 
ed in 1378; after which Catharine haflened to her (binary 
abode at Sienna, where her occupation, and we may fay, tat' 
very nourifhment was holy prayer ; in which intercourle With 
the Almighty he difcovcrcd to her very wonderful mylK'n^, 
and bellowed on her u fpirit which delivered the truths ol 
vation in a manner that aflonifhed her he.ireis. uonie ol ntr 
difcotnfes were collected., and compote the treatife On pmvi* 
dence under hei name. Her whole life feemed one conlinue 1 
miiacle ; but what l In.: /ervauts of (iod admired moil in l 1L ' 1 
was the perpetual Uriel: union of her foul with ( Jon. 1'°' 
though obliged often t<> con v eric: with different ncrfons m ^ 
many diflercnt a Hairy, and Uanfaci: bufmd : > of the <»reata( J""" 
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• ent, ftc was always occupied on God and abforpt in him. 
Jor many years flic had accuftomed herfelf to To rigorous an 
abftinence, t j iat t i ie blefTed eucharift might be faid to be al- 
rnolt the only nourishment which iupported her. Once fhe 
faftcd from Afb-wednefday till Afceniion-day, receiving only 
the blefTed eucharifr, during that whole time. Many treated 
her as an hypocrite, and invented all manner of calumnies 
ao-ainfther; but fhe rejoiced at humiliations, and gloried in 
the crofs of Chrift, as much as fhe dreaded and abhorred praife 
and applaufe. In a vifion our Saviour is faid one day to have 
prefented her with two crowns, one of gold and the other of 
thorns, bidding her choofe which of the two fhe plcafcd. 
She anfvvered ; e< I defire, O Lord, to live here always con- 
" formed to your paflion, and to find pain and fuiTering my 
" repofe and delight." Then eagerly taking up the crown of 
thorns, fhe forcibly prefTed it upon her head. The earned defire 
and love of humiliations and crofTes was nourifhed in her foul 
by the arduous meditation on the fufterings of our Divine Re- 
deemer. What above all things pierced her heart was fcandal, 
chief!/ that of the unhappy great fchifm which followed the 
death of Gregory XI. in when Urban VI. was chofen at 

Rome, and acknowledged there by all the cardinals, though his 
election was in the beginning overawed by the Roman people, 
who demanded an Italian pope. Urban's harfli and auftere 
temper alienated from him the affections of the cardinals, fe- 
vcral of whom withdrew ; and having declared the late elec- 
tion null, chofc Clement VII. with whom they retired out of 
Italy, and rcfidcd at Avignon. Our faint not content to fpend 
herfelf in floods of tears, weeping before God for thefc evils of 
his church, wrote the ftrongcil and moft pathetick letters to 
thofc cardinals who had fir ft acknowledged Urban, and after- 
wards cleiSted another 5 preffing theni to return to their lawful 
juUor, and acknowledge Urban':; title. She wrote nlfo to fe- 
veral countries and princes in his favour, ami to Urb.m himfclf, 
exhorting him to bear up chearfully under (he troubles he found 
him fell' involved in, and to abate fomcv/hat ol a temper that 
Jku! made him fo many enemies, and mollify that rii\idnefs of 
diipolition which had driven the world Mom him, and Hill kept 
a very ronfidcrablc part of Chriflrndom from acknowledging 
him. The pope liftcned to her, leuL for her to Rome, fol- 
lowed her tlireclions., and defined to f'-nd her with St. Catha- 
line of Sweden to |i. an queen ol .Sicily, who had hded with 
l -lun''nt. Our fiini ^ri.-ved Jo lie this oe^aiion of mart) r- 
dom ihatehed from her, when the j - jU 1 n. y was laid afide on ac- 
rr,, rut of the dangers thai wne /hu ll en to attend it. She 

vwute however to cp'ecii |"jn : hkevvile two lettets full o| 

1 1 ol/ 
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holy fire to the king of France, alfo to the king of Hungary 
and others to exhort them to renounce the fchifm. 

We pais over the extafies and other wonderful favours*^ 
virgin received from" heaven y and the innumerable miracles 
God wrought by her means. She has left us, befides the ex. 
ample of her life, fix treatifes in form of a dialogue, a difcourfe 
on the annunciation of the BlelTed Virgin, and 364 letters, 
which fhew that fhe had a fuperiour genius, and wrote perfect- 
ly well. Whilft (he was labouring to extend the obedience of 



the true pope Urban VI. her infirmities and pains increafi 
fhe died at Rome on the twenty-ninth of April, in 1380, be- 
ing thirty-three years old. She was buried in the church of the 
Minerva, where her body is ftill kept under an altar. Her 
fkull is in the Dominicans church at Sienna, in which city are 
fhewn her houfe, her inflruments of penance and other relicks, 
She was canonized by pope Pius II. in 1461. Urban VIII, 
transferred her feftival to the thirtieth of this month. 



St. M AXIMUS, Martyr. 

From his original afis in Surius^ Baronius^ Heiifchcnins^ Rulmri^ 

Flcury^ Tille?no?it y *$c. 

A. D. 251. 

MA X I M U S was an inhabitant of Afia, and a merchant 
by profeffion. Dec i us having formed an impious, but vain 
deiign of extirpating the chriftian religion, pubiifhed edicts 
over the whole empire to enforce idolatry, commanding all to 
adore idols. Maximus having openly declared himfelf a chri- 
ftian, he was immediately apprehended, and brought before 
Optimus the proconful of Alia, who after afking him his 
name, enquired alfo after his condition. He replied : " 1 
*< am born free, but am the flave of Jefus Chrift." Procon- 
ful. cc What is your profeflion r" Maximus. cc I am a plc- 
* c bcian, and live by my dealings." Proconful. <c Arc you a 
<c chriftian ?" Maximus. " Yes, I am, though a Huncr." 
Proconful. " Have not you been informed of the cdi£ls that arc 
44 lately arrived ?" Maximus. What edicts, and what arc their 
cc contents ?" Proconful. « That all the chriftians forfake 
<c their fuperilition, acknowledge the true prince whom all 
" obey, and adore his «ods/' Maximus. <fc 1 have been 
<c told of that impious edict, and it is the occafion of my a|>- 

" pearing abroach" Proconful. " As then you are ap^ii^ 

01 
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« of the edids, facrifice to the gods." Maximus. « I fa- 
« crifice to none but that God, to whom alone I have facri- 
« ficed from my youth,, the remembrance of which affords me 
« great comfort." Proconful. ce Sacrifice,- as you value your 
" life : if y ou refufe to obey, you fhall expire in torments. " 
Maximus. " This has ever been the object of my defires : it 
" was on this very account that I appeared in publick, to 
« have an opportunity offered me of being fpeedily delivered 
" out of this miferable life, to pofTefs that which is eternal. 5 * 
Then the proconful commanded him to be baftinaded, and 
in the mean time faid to him : " Sacrifice, Maximus, and 
« thou malt be no longer tormented." Maximus. " Sufferings 
<< for the name of Chrift are not torments, but comfortable 
« unctions (a) : but if I depart from his precepts contained in 
" the gofpel, then real and eternal torments would be my por«a 
« tion." The proconful then ordered him to be ftretched on 
the rack, and while he was tortured faid to him : " Renounce 
" wretch, thy obftinate folly, and facrifice to fave thy life. 
Maximus; " 1 fhall fave it if 1 do not facrifice, I mall lofe it if I 
" do. Neither your clubs, nor your iron hooks, nor your 
« fire give me any pain, becaufe the grace of Jefus Chrifl 
« dwelleth in me, which will deliver me out of your hands 
" to put me in poffefHon of the happinefs of the faints 
« who have already, in this fame ■ conflict, triumphed over 
« your cruelty It is by their prayers I obtain this courage 

w and ftrength which you fee in me." The proconful then 
pronounced this fentence on him : " I command that Maxi- 
w mus, for refufing to obey the facred edic£ls, be ironed ta 
" death, to ferve for an example of terrour, to all chri- 
46 ftians," St. Maximus was immediately fcized by the 
executioners and carried without the city walls, where they 
ftoned him on the fourteenth of May. Thus his acts. The 
Greeks honour him on the day of his death, which was the 
nineteenth of November : the Roman martyrology on th« 

thirtieth of April. He fuffered in 250 or 251. 

{a) Htfc non funt tormenta. . . . fed fitnt unftiones. 

(b\ Omnium fanttorum orationibus qui in hac colluttatiorie certmnui\ 

utftras fuptrwvtrunt infantas* nobifqu* wirtutum txempla rc/iqueru?it q 
Ruin* p. 145, 
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SS. JAMES, MARIAN, and Com- 

panions, Martyrs in Numidia. 



From their authentick a£ts wrote by a bifhops their companion^ wi ' 
commended by St. Aujiin y Serm. 284. T. 5. p. 1140, 

A. D. 259. 

TH E perfecution of Valerian raged no where with fo 
much cruelty as in Numidia in 259. At Lambefa, the 
greateft city of the province next to Cirtha, great numbers both 
of the laity and clergy fuffered martyrdom. St. James wasadeacon 
of that place, and remarkable for his lingular chaftity and aufterity 
of life. St. Marian was only Reader, but indued with a particu- 
lar eminence of grace. He had an excellent mother called 
Mary, as we learn from St. Auftin. They were compa- 
nions, and probably relations, and came from fome remote 
province of Africa into Numidia. James received on the road 
a vifion that gave them previous notice of their martyrdom. 
They arrived at a place called Muguas, near Cirtha the capi- 
tal, where the perfecution was very violent. Two bifhops, 
named Agapius and Sccundinus, who had been banifhed for 
their faith, vvere at the fame time brought thither from the 
place of their exile to fland a fecond trial for their lives. This 
was a new and unprecedented injufHcc, pracSlifed only againft 
chriftians, for pcrfons already condemned to ban ifh meat to be 
again tried and condemned to death. As they were detained here 
for fome days, James and Marian enjoyed their convcrfation, 
which excited them to an eager defire of martyrdom : inibmucfi 
that when the two bifhops left Muguas to continue their jour- 
ney, James and Marian were fully determined to follow them. 
Two days after their departure, purfuivants arrived at Muguas, 
which was looked upon as the retreat of chriftians, and by an 
order from the govcrnour, apprehended James and Marian, and 
conducted them to Cirtha together with a bifhop, the author of 
the acts of their martyrdom, and pre fen ted them to the city 
magiltratcs who put them to the moil cruel tortures. James 
confelled boldly that he was not only a chi iftian, but al/o ;i 
deacon ; though the law of Valerian, in 258, condemned W 
death, without hopes of pardon, even though they fhouM de- 
ny their faith, all deacons, priefls and bifhops. They were 

both put to the torture j and Marian in particular wis i» in £ 
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up not by the hands, which was the ufual method of torture, 
but by his thumbs, which was far more painful, weights being 
alfo hung to his feet. Amidft his torments, the more his body 
fuffered the more was his foul" ftrengt hen ed by God. The mar- 
tyrs having undergone the torture as Jong as the perfecutors 
thought proper, were fent to prifon with fevera! other chriftians. 
Some were daily culled out of this blcffed company, and 
crowned with martyrdom, and amongft others the two holy 
hi/hops Agapius and Secundinus, honoured on the twenty-ninth 
of April. The furvivors pafled fome time in the darkncfs and 
honour of the dungeons of Cirtha, tormented alfo with hun- 
ger; but the word of God, fay the acts, was a fpiritual food that 
iupported them. God was pleafed moreover to comfort them 
in their prifon by a vifion vouchfafed to Marian, to whom St. 
Cyprian appeared fitting at the right-hand of a great judge, who 
was Chrift, and prefenting Marian to drink of a fountain of 
which that holy bifhop had firft drank himfelfj giving Ma- 
rian thereby to underftand, that he was alfo to fufrer martyr- 
dom. God gave an aflurance of the fame favour to this whole 
company of prifoners, by a fecond vifion with which he fa- 
voured another of thefe confefTors called Emilian, of the Eque- 
strian Order, near fifty years old, who had lived till that age 
in ftricl: continency. His occupation in prifon was chiefly 
prayer. He fafted much, and often abftained from food by 
choice for two days fucceflively, He acquainted this bleiTed 
company with what he had alfo feen in his vifion ; namely, 
that his heathen brother afked him how they liked the dark 
dungeons and hunger. He anfwered, that the word of God 
fcrved both for light and nourilhment to the foldiers of Jcfus 
Chrift. His brother faid : " You know that as many of you 
*' as continue obftinate can expect nothing but death. J5uf 
" do you all hope for equal rewards ?" Emilian {a) faid: 
" Lift up your eyes to heaven : have all the ftars you fee there 
" the fame liiftrc ? Don't they differ in brightnefs, though they 
" have all the fame light ? Thofe in like manner who {hall 
cc have fuffered molt, and have had the great eft difficulties fo 
" liruggle with, fhall receive the moft glorious crown." All 
thefe vi lions contributed not a little to keep up the fpirits of 
the chrittian prifoners. The magiitrates of Cirtha feeing the 
conleflbrs invincible, fent James, Marian and a great part of 
the prifoners to .Lamhefa, to the governour of the province. 
J hey fuflered much on the way, it being twenty-four miles 

tiiflant from Cirtha and the roads very rough. They were lodged 
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t («) Tliia St. EmUian occurs in the niartyrolo ' ies on the twe.uy. 
nmth of April. 
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in the dungeons of Lambefa, and every day fome were called 
lout to martyrdom ; the laity firft, whom the pagans hoped 
more eafily to vanqnifh. Amongft them a woman and her two 
Jittle children, twins, were martyred on the fecond or third of 
May. Alfo TTert uJla and Antonia, two holy virgins, whom 
£t. Agapius had a fingular regard for. He prayed long in prj. 
fon that they might not be deprived of the glory of fheddin* 
their blood for Chrift, and at length received from heaven this 
anfwer : cc You need not aflc by fo many prayers what you have 
* c obtained by the firft." St. James and the other clergy were 
rieved to fee their victory retarded ; but it was not long before 
e faw in his lleep the bifhop Agapius preparing a great feaft, 
and exprefiing much joy, and chearfully inviting him and Ma- 
rian to it, as to one of the ancient Agapae or Love-feafts. Here 
they met an infant who was one of the twins that had 
fufFered with their mother, three days before. He had round 
his neck a crown of rofes, and a very green palm in his right- 
hand ; and he bad them rejoice, for they jfhould all fup toge- 
ther the day following, the fame on which James, Marian and 
fever al others of the clergy were condemned to die. They 
were accordingly brought to the place of execution, which 
*vaa a valley, through which ran the river Pagydus, with 
on each fide convenient for the fpeclators. The martyrs were 
placed in rows on the banks of the river, that the executioner 
might pafs conveniently from one to the other in cutting off 
their heads. While they had their eyes bound, they had moft 
of them fome token given them by God of their approaching 
felicity. Marian alio foretold the wars and other evils, 
which threatened the empire in revenge of the innocent blooJ 
of the juft. This was verified, the perfecuting empcrour 
Valerian being taken and moft barbaroufly treated by the 
Perfians in 260 ; not to mention the thirty tyrants, a dread till 
peftilcncc and other calamities, which a/Hi (Sled the empire. 
.Mary, the mother of this blelled maityr, like the mother of 
the Machabccs, fays St. Auftin, followed her fon to the place 
of execution to encourage him : on feeing him dead flic em- 
braced his corpfe, and oftentimes killed his neck, and blelled 
Ood for having made her the mother of fuch a fon. 1 to 
triumph happened in 259, or 260, probably on the fixth w 
May on which the ancient calendar of Carthage, drawn up 111 
the ciofe of the fifth century, mentions them. The other 
Latins honour them on the thirtieth of April. SS. James and 
Marian are patrons of Kugubio in the dutchy of Uibino, the 
jancient Umbria, and ihejr bodies arc iiud to be kept in the ca- 
thedral there. 

On 
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On the fame DAY 

St. Erkonwald, Bifhop of London, C. He was a prince of 
the royal blood, fon of Annas the holy king of the Eaft- Angles, or 
as fome fay, of a certain prince named Offa. The better to dif- 
engage himfelf from the ties and incumbrances of the world, he 
forfook his own country, and retired into the kingdom of the Eah> 
Saxons, where he employed his large eflate in founding two great 
monafteries, one at Chcrtfey, in Surrey, near the Thames (a), the 
other for nuns at Barking in Effex (b) ; of this latter he appointed 
his filler Edilburga abbefs. The former he governed with great 
fan&ity, till he was forced out of his dear folitude by king Sebba, 
in 675, and confecrated biihop of London by St. Theodorus. He 
much augmented the building and revenues of St. Paul's, and ob- 
tained for that church great privileges from the king. Dugdale, in 
his hiftory of that cathedral, proves that it had originally been a 
temple of Diana, from many heads of oxen dug up when the eall 
part of it was rebuilt, and from the ftrudture of the chambers of 
Diana near that place. Bede bears witnefs that God honoured St. 
Erkonwald with a great gift of miracles, and that his horfe-litter, 
or chips cut off from it cured diflempers to his own time : and 
his fanclity has been moll renowned through all fucceeding 
ages. He fat eleven years, according to his old epitaph, which 
Mr. Weever has preferved ( 1 ). His tomb in the cathedral of St. 
Paul's was famous for frequent miracles, as is mentioned by Bede, 
Malmefbury, &c. His body was removed from the middle of the 
church, by a folemn tranflation, on the fourteenth of November, in 
1148, and depofited above the high altar on the call wall. Dug- 

dale 

(1) Funeral Monuments. 



(n) Chertfey (anciently Ceor- 
tefei) monallery was founded by 
St. Erkonwald, about the year 
606. The abbot and ninety 
monks being killed, and the 
abbey burnt to the ground, du- 
ring the Danifli wars : it was re- 
f minded by king Edgar, and 
biihop Ethelwold, to the honour 
<jf St. Peter. At the diflblution 

1 

>t was valued, according to 

Speed, at 744L 13 s. 4d. per 

«n. .See Monad. Anglic. T 1. 

V- 75- and biihop Tanner Notit. 
Momiilica, p, 

V') Barking nunnery war, 
h'liiuied by the fame iaint in 
or according to the Chert- 
ll '> ^ouk, in 606; but wao not 



the firil nunnery in England, as 
Weever, Dugdale (in Warwick*, 
p. 1 107.) and Newcourt aflcrt 
lor that of Folkeilone in Kent, 
was founded in 630 by E ad bald, 
king of Kent, and his daughter 
St. Eanfvvithe was made full 

1 

abbefs, as bifhop Tanner takes 
notice. Barking nunnery dedi- 
cated to the Die/led Virgin and 
St. Ethel burga, the fir (I abbefs, 
was valued at the dillblution at 
1 084.I per annum, which would 
be now eight times as much. 
Thofc authors are ini'lakcn who 
call Barking the t iehell nu nery 
in England, thole of Sion and 
Shafclbury being much richer. 
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dale (2) dcfcribcs the riches and numerous oblations which adorned 
his ihrine, and laments (3) that they had lately feen the deitruaion of 
this magnificent church, which was the glory of our nation ; the mo. 
jiuments of fo many famous men torn to pieces, and their bones and 
«3u# pulled out of their graves. In which barbarous fearch the bo. 
dy of the holy king Sebba was found embalmed with perfumes, 
and cloathed with rich robes : alfo feveral bilhops in their proper 
habits. But, fays that diligent author, I could never hear that they 
found more than a ring or two with rubies, and a chalice of no 
great value. He adds : Under part of the choir was the fubtcr- 
raneous parifh church of St. Faith, called S.Fidis in Cryptis. At the 
change of religion the body of St. Erkonvvald difappcared in 
* 5 33, fays Weever (4). F. Jerom Porter in his lives of the Englilh 
faints, teftifies, that it was then buried at the upper end of the 
choir near the wall. No mention is made of it in any accounts face 

the new fabrick was erecled. See Wharton, Hift. Epiicopo- 

yum Londin. p. 16. and Maitland Hift. of London, b. 2. p. 486. 

{2) Hifloryof the cathedral of St. Paul's, p. 22, 23, 24, 

\i) lb. p. si. (4) P. 359- 
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St. P H I L I P, Apoftle. 



^^^•^T. Philip was of Bethfaida in Galilee, and 
£nJ& called by our Saviour to follow him (i) the day 

3$ c )M after St. Peter and St, Andrew (a). He was 
£^ at that time a married man, and had feveral 

SgSjpS^ W'f^i daughters(Z») ; but his being engaged in the mar- 

k.^?SiS? j$* r * e ^ ftate hindered him not, as St. Chryfoftom 

obferves, from meditating continually on the 
law and the prophets, which difpofed him lor the important dis- 
covery of the Me/Has in the perfon of Jefus Chrift, in obedience 
to whole command he foribok all to follow him* and be- 
Vol. II. R came 



(i) Jo. i. 43. 



(.*0 St. Clement of Alexandria 
relates, as a thing well known, 
that St. Philip was the perfon, 
who, when called by our Lord, 
Ix^ed leave to go home firlt and 

omy bis father ; which occafioned 
die reply ; PW/ovu me, and let the 
dead bury their dead. By which 

worth, Chrill meant not to con- 
demn duties of that kind, but gave 
ihc (liiciple to undcriland, that. 
Inanj- calletlto thehighcil lpirkual 
functions thefe were to be pre- 
Jerrcd to corporal work a of mercy. 

U>) Some of thele, as Sr. 
dement of Alexandria tcllifies, 

3, p, <12 y.) he fettled in 



marriage. But two of them 
lived always virgins to a great 
age, and were buried at Hi era- 
polis, as we learn from Poly- 
crates, quoted by Eufcbius, (b. 
2. c. 31.) Sozonicn relates, 
(Soz. 1. 7. c. 27.) that one of 
them raifed a dead man to life; 
and Papiaa fays, (Kuf. hill. 1. 3. 
c. 39.) that lie heard this mi- 
racle from their own mouths, 
though not as wrought by them. 
Polycratcs mentions a third 
daughter of great fancluy, pro- 
bably married, buried.it KpheUis, 

and calls ihefe three fillers the 
Lights of Aha. 
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came thenceforth the infeparable companion of his minifl™ 
and labours, Philip had no fooner difcovered the Me/lias, than 
•he was defirous to make his friend Nathanael a fharer in his 
happinefs, faying to him : We have found him of whom M:fts 
in the law, and the prophets did zvrite, that is, the Meflias, %j !iS 
the fon of Jofephj of Nazareth. Nathanael was not fo ready 
to give his affent to this aflertion of his friend, by reafon that 
the fuppofed Me/Has was reported to be of Nazareth, Philip 
therefore defired him to co??ie himfelf to Jefus and fee ; not 
doubting but, upon his pcrfonal acquaintance with the Son of 
<God, he would be as much convinced of the truth as he wis 
himfelf. Nathanael complied, and Jefus, feeing him approach, 
fa id within his hearing : Behold an Ifraelite indeed ^ in whan there 
is no guile. Nathanael afked him, how he came to know him, 
Jefus replied : Before Philip called thee, ivhen thou ivafi under th 
jig- tree , / fatu thee. Nathanael, as two holy fathers explain 
"the matter, calling to mind that the clofenefs of his retirement 
on that occalion was fuch, that no human creature could kz 
ihim, owned him hereupon for the Son of God and the h 'ng cf 
Ifrae/y or in other words, the Mercian foretold by Mofes and 
the prophets. The marriage at Carra of Galilee happening 
three days after, to which Jefus and his difciples were invited, 
St. Philip was prefent at it with the reft. The year follow- 
ing when our Lord formed the college of apoftles, Philip was 
appointed one of that number, and from the feveral paflages of 
the gofpel he appears to have been particularly dear to his di- 
vine Matter, Thus when Jefus was about to feed 5000 perfons 
who had followed him into the wildernefs, for the greater 
evidence of the miracle, and for the trial of this apoftle's faith 
Jefus propofed to him the difficulty of feeding the multitudes in 
that defolate place (2). And a little before our Saviour's paf- 
iion certain Gentiles, defirous to fee Chrift, made their firrl 
addrefs to Philip? and by him and St. Andrew obtained that 
favour. Our Saviour, in the difcourfc he made to his difciples 
immediately after his laft tapper, having promifed them a mow 
clear and perfect knowledge of his heavenly Father than they 
had had hitherto, St. Philip cried out with an holy eager note 
and impatience: Lord, /hcio its the Father? and it Ji/Jf teeth us. 
From which words our Saviour took occalion 10 inuil- 
ca:e afreih a fleady belief of his divinity, and perfect cijii.i- 
lit*' with the Father, /aying: So long a time have i been with 
v .,, | u.'a-hin» you who f am both by my word. 1 ; and Hclion.v.1 

'«:: J /v. . ■/ *.'( if nc'l known me ? [If you beheld me with the eyes <<* 

fiuii 
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! i iJ 



May u St. PHILI P 5 Apoftle. 235 

faith fuch as I really am, in feeing me you would fee the Fa- 
ther alfo, becaufe] / am in the Father and the Father is in me (3)4 
After our Lord's afcenlicn the gofpel was to be preached to 
the whole world by a few perfons, who had been eye-witriefles 
of his miracles, and were enabled, by the power of the Holy 
Gholr, to confirm their teftimony concerning him by doing the 
like wonderful works them (elves'. That this might be accom- 
plifhed it was neccflary that the dtfciples mould quickly di^ 
fperfe thcmfelves into all parts of the world. St. Philip accord- 
ingly preached the gofpel in the two Phrygias, as Theodoret and 
tulcbiiib aflurc us from undoubted monuments. St. Polycarp 9 
who \vas only converted in the year 80, enjoyed his convcrfa- 
tion tor fome time (4), confequently St. Philip mufl have 
lived to a very advanced age. It appears from a paflage of Fe- 
derates quoted by Eufebius (5), that he was buried at Hiera- 
, pohs in Fhiygia, which city was indebted to his relicks for its 
preformation by continual miracles, as is averred by the author 
of the fcrmon on the twelve apoftles attributed to St. Chryfo- 
ftom(6). An arm of St. Philip was brought from Conftanti- 
nople to Florence in 1204, whereof we have an authentick hi- 
ftory in the Bollandilfs. The Orientals keep his feltival on the 
fourteenth of November; the Latins on the nrft of May with 
St. James. His body is faid to be in the church of SS. Philip 
and James in Rome, which was dedicated to God under their 
name in 560. The emperour Theodofius in a vifion received 
from St John the Evangelift and St. Philip the aflurancc of 
victory over the tyrant Eugenius the morning before the battle, 
in 394, as Theodoret relates (7). From St. Philip we mufl 
particularly learn an ardent love of God, and defire to fee the 
Father. He afked only this favour, becaufe this was his only 
deiire. Is it ours ? Do we feel it fo perfect as to extinguiltx 
all inordinate earthly afFe&ions and defires in our breads ? Do 
We employ the proper means to attain to this happy difpoii- 

tion? To obtain it let us employ the fuccour of this apolllc's 

prayers. 

(3) Jo. xiv. (4) See Tillemont, T. 1. p. 384. (5) B, 



c - 31. (6) T. 8, Ed. Ecu. (7) B. 5. c. 24. 
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St. JAMES the Lefs, Apoftle. 

See Tiliemonty T. r. p. 365. Ceiller* T. 1. p. 422. 

ST. James, to diftintruifh hirn from the other apoftle of the 
fame name, the fon of Zebedee, was called the Lefs; which 
appellation is fuppofed to have taken its rife, either from his 
having been called later to the apofllemip than the former, or 
from the lownefs of his ftature, or from his youth. He is alfo 
known by the title of James the Juft, a denomination all aoree 
with Fegefippus (1), and St. Clement of Alexandria to hav« 
been given on account of his eminent fan&ity. He was the 
fon of Alpheus (a)> and Mary the fitter of the BlefTed Virgin, 
and feems to have been born fome years before our Lord, 
Jefus came with his brethren, and probably St. James among 
the reft, to fettle in Capharnaum at the beginning of his mini- 
ftry (2.)* James and his brother Jude were called to the apoftle- 
{hip in the fecond year of Chrift's preaching, foon after the 
Patch in the year 31. Fie was favoured with an extraordinary 

apparition of his Matter after his refurreclion (3). Clement of 

Alexandria 

(1) B. 2. c. 1. 23. (2) John ii. 12. (3) 1 Cor. 



xv. 7. 

(a) Some take Alpheus and 

Clcophas to be only different 
names for the fame perfon. 
Others are of opinion, that Cleo- 
phas was Mary's father, or per- 
haps flie married (Jleophns after 
the death of Alpheus. Jofeph, 
called in the original te.xt Jofe, 
was a brother of St. James and 
fon of Mary, (Marl: xv. 40.) St. 
Jiule jlyles himfel/ his brother, 
(Jude i.) JJe had alio a brother 
called Simon, the lame with Si- 
meon, (on of (JJcophas and bi- 
■ihop oi Jeruf'dem, whole life 
Wii:, g : ven 011 the eifthi eenth r»f 
K'/Imiary. Thcic wi. re called 
our Lord's fa?thten % according to 
the ufe oi that word anionn the 
• .Jews which extend:, it to ail near 



relations. They had alfo lifters : 
St. Epiphanius names two, Mnry 
and Salome. The fons of Cleo- 
phas were likewife coufms-ger- 
man to our saviour by St Jo- 
feph his reputed father, for I le- 
ge fippus aflures us that Cleophas 
was brother of St. Jofeph Cleo- 
phas was himfel f a difciplc <>1 
Chrill, who going to KmniMW 
with another difciplc was favour- 
cd with the apparition lelaieii, 
Luke xxiv. He is honoiird in 
the Roman marly 1 o\o»y tJiO 
twenty-filth of September; ami 
Mary his Ipoufe, who had Al- 
lowed and ierved Chrill in lis- 
lilee. and attended him in 
paliion and burial, on the mum 

of April. 
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Alexandria fays that Chrift being rifen from the dead commu- 
nicated the gift of faence (4) to SS. James the Juft, John and 
Peter, and that they imparted it to the other apollles. We are 
told by SS. Jerom (5) and Epiphanius (6), that our Lord, at 
his afcenfion, recommended his church of Jerufalem to St. 
James; in confequence whereof the apoflles, before their dif- 
perfion, conflituted him biihop of that city. It was probably 
for a mark of his epifcopal authority and as an enfign of his 
dignity, that he wore on his head a lamine or plate of gold, as 
is recounted by St. Epiphanius (7). Poly crates quoted by Eu- 
febius(B), teftifies, that St. John did the fame : others relate 
the iike of St. Mark It was probably done in imitation of 
the Jcwifh high-prieft. 

St James governed that church in perpetual dangers from 
the fury of the people and their violent persecutions ; but his 
Angular virtue procured him the veneration of the Jews them- 
felves As to his fanevtity Eufebius (9) and St. Jerom (10) 
give from Hegekppus the following account concerning him. 
" He was always a virgin, and was a Nazarite or one c-mfe- 
* c crated to God. In confequence of which he was never 
" fhaved, never cut his hair, never drank any wine or other 
<c ftrong iiquor 5 moreover, he never ufed any bath or oil to 
" anoint his limbs, and never eat of any living creature except 
" when of precept, as the pafchallamb ; he never wore fandals, 
" never ufed any other clothes than one Jingle linen garment. He 
" proflratcd fo much in prayer, that the fkin of his knees and 
" forehead was hardened like to camels hoofFs." St. Epiphanius 
fays (11), that in a great drought on flretching out his arms to 
heaven, he by his prayers inftantly obtained rain His eminent 
fanctity made even the Jews flylchim \XwjuJ}?nan : and Origcn 
ob('.:rvcs ( 1 2), that Joiephus himfelf gives him that epithet, 
though it is not to be found now in Jofephus's works. The 
fame: reverence loi his pcrfon proctucd him the privilege of en- 
tering at plcalure into the Santlitm or Holy place, namely that 
part of the temple, where none but the prieils were allowed by 
the law to enter (13) St. Jerom adds (14.) that the Jews 
llrove out of refpeci: who fhouid touch the hem of his garment. 
In -he year 51, lie alii lied at the council of the apollles, 
luul at Jerufalem about the obfervancc of circuincifion and 
the other lc^al ceremonies of the Jaw of Moles. Here, 

R 3 ai'ter 




Tr,v yyutrtv, F.uf. b. 2. c. 1. (5) In Gal. p. i6j. 

{<>) I hi r. 8 7 . (y) Uxr. ?t). (8) Eiif. b. 3. c. (9) K. 

i' ?3< (io) Jn Jovin. b. 2. c. (nj ll. ti. yti m 

Onj* in Cell". 1. 1. p. 35. (1 3) Hc^:s, sipud buj. iU# 

U'l) In (Jaiat. i ly. 
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after having confirmed what St. Peter faid, he devifed the 
fentence which the apoftles drew up on that occafion (id. 
This apoftle being bifhop of a church, which then chiefy 
con lifted of Jewifh converts, tolerated the ufe of the legal ce- 
remonies (16), and togett-cr with others advifed St. Paul to 
purify himfelf and offer facrifice ( 1 7). He is the author of ?. 
canonical epiftle which he wrote in Greek. Jt is at the head 
of tho.e called catholick or univerfal, becauie addrefTed, not to 
any one particular church, but to the whole body of the con- 
verted Jews, difperfed tnioughout rfie then known world. It 
was penned lb me time after thole of St. Paul to the Galatuns, 
3n 55, and to the Romans in 58. It could not therelorc be 
written before the year 59, fourteen years after the death of 
St. James the greater. The author's view in this epiflle is to 
refute the faife teachers, who, abiding certain exprefhons in St, 
Paul's writings, pretended that faith alone was fufficient to ju- 
fti fixation witnouv good works : whereas without thefe, he de- 
clares our faith is dead. He adds excellent precepts of a holy 
life 9 and exhorts the faithful not to neglect the facrament of 
extreme unction in ficknefs. 

The oriental liturgy or mafs which bears the name of this 
apoftle, is mentioned by Proclus patriarch of Conftantinoplc, 
and by the council in Trullo, and is of venerable antiquity (//). 
St. Bald indeed teltifies (18), that the words of the (acred in- 
vocation in the confeeration of the bread and of the cup, were 
not committed to writing,- ht.t learned and preferved by tradi- 
tion down to the fourth century, which was done on a motive 
of refpeel and venera ion : but other parts of the liturgy 
were written. Perhaps Sr. James gave only genera! direc- 
tions about this liturgy, Uj mi ivhufe plan it was afict wards 
drawn up or cnlaiged. Hi* lingular Icarr.inj; in (acred matters 
is extohed by St. Clement oi Alcxandna ( 1 9) and St. Jc- 

rom (20). 

T he Jews being ex^fprraled at the dTappoint merit of their 

{malicious deli^-v, aoainCi St. Paul, by hi* appeal to Ca'far, to 

whom he wa;- fent by I'el'us in l!k -.ear 6c, were refohed to 

revenge it *.-n .Sc. j\:uk.". Thar i'ovchioui dying before the ai- 

arival of his fu*.* -eJlbur Albiiui.% thi. \.ic:mcy pave them an up- 

ponunity of ac'imv in* le ai i#it mri 1\ than otherwi/e tliev din ft 

have done. W heieloic dm b.o; thK inn • val, Ananu the hr*»h- 

piicfl, Jon of the famous Annas mentioned in the £olpeh>, hav- 
ing 

(iO Afls xv (if.) C,:\\. ii. « , . (i?) Aflsxxi. »7; 

fiJi) L. dc Spir. b\ c. zy. (nj) Apud EuL I- c. u [ ZL 'I 
£>. contra CeJf 



{/•) See Lc Bnm Sur les liiurgies 0 
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ing aflembled the Sanhedrim or great council of the Jews, 
Summoned St. James and others before it. Jofephus the Jewiflx 
hiftorian fays (21), that St James was acculed of violating the 
laws, and delivered to the people to be Honed to death. And 
Hegefipp us adds (22), that they carried him up to the battle- 
ments of the temple, and would have compelled him from 
thence to make a publick renunciation of his faith in Chrift, 
with this further view, thereby to undeceive, as they termed 
it, thofe among the people who had embraced chriftianity. But; 
St. James took that opportunity to declare his belief in Jefus 
Chnft after the moil folemn and publick manner. For he cried 
out aloud from the battlements, in the hearing of a great mul- 
titude, which was then at Jerufalem on account of the paifover, 
that Jefus the Son of man was feated at the right-hand of the 
fovcrcign majefty, and would come in the clouds of heaven to 
judge the world. The Scribes and Pharifecs enraged at this 
teftimony in behalf of Jefus cried out: c$ The juit man a lib 
41 hath erred." And going up to the battlements, they threw 
him headlong down to the ground, faying : he rauft be floned, 
)St. James, though very much bruifed by his fall, had ftrength 
enough to get upon his knees; and in this polture lifting up 
his eyes to heaven he begged of God to pardon his mur- 
derers, feeing that they knew not what they did. The rabble 
below received him with mowers of ftones, and at lad a fullet 
gave him a blow on the head with his club, fuch as is ufed in 
drefling of cloths, after which he prcfently expired. This 
happened on the feftiva.l of the Pafch, the tenth of April in 
the year of Chrift 62, the feventh of Nero, lie was buried 
near the temple in the place in which he was martyred, where 
a fmall column was erected. Such was the reputation of his 
fandity that the Jews attributed to his death the dellruction of 
Jerufalem, as we read in St. Je'rom (23), Origen (24), and 
luifebius (25), who allure us that Jofephus himfclf declared it 
in the genuine editions of his hiftory. Ananus put others to 
death lor the lame caufe, but was threatened for this very fact 
by Albums, and depofed from the high-pricflhood by Agrippa. 
The epifcopal throne of St. James was (hewn with rel'pecl at 
Jerufalem in the fourth century. His relicks are laid to have 
been brought to Conihumnoplc about the year 572. 

R 4 On 



(21) Ant. 1. 20. (zz) Apud Euf. 1. ?.. c. 23. (?.^) fu 

loviti, b. i. e. ?..\. (24) Contra Cclf. I. 1. and in rVlati, p. 

■« 3 . (25) liuf. Hilt. 1. 7. c. 19. 
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On the fame DAY 

St. Asaph, Bifliop, C. St. Kentigern bilhop of Glafcow, in 
Scotland, being driven from his own fee, founded a monafcery and 
epifcopal chair on the banks of the river Ehvy in JVorth Wales, 
Bifliop Ufhcr writes from John of Tinmouth, that in this abbey 
96$ monks ferved God in great continence. Three hundred who 
were illiterate this holy abbot appointed to till the ground, and 
take care of the cattle : other 300 to do neceifary work within the 
monailery ; and 36$ he deputed to celebrate the divine office. 
Thcfe 1 all never went out of the monaftery unlefs upon fome urgent 
ueceHity ; but attended continually in God's fancluary, being divided 
into companies, one of which began the divine office in the choir 
as another had finished it and went out, as among the Acamietcs at 
Conftantinopte : by this means the divine praifes fuffered no inter- 
ruption in the church. Among thcfe monks St. Afaph jfhone as a 
bright light, moff. iiluilrious for his birth, virtues and miracles. 
Wh-n Sr. Kentigern was called back to Glafcow, he appointed St. 
Afaph, the molt diftinguiflied for learning and piety among his dif- 
ciples, abbot and biihop at Llan-Elwy. Our faint was a diligent 
preacher, and had frequently this faying in his mouth : " They 
** who withfland the preaching of God's word, envy the falvation 
* i of men." St. Afaph wrote certain canons or ordinances of his 
church, the life of St Kentigern, and fome other works. He died 
about the clofe of the fixth century ; for he flouri/hed about the 
year 590. From him the fee of Elwy took the name of St. Afaph's: 
though it continued long vacant ; for we find no mention of any 
other bifliop of St. Afaph's, before the twelfth century when Geof- 
frey of Monmouth was advanced to that epifcopal chair. Wharton 

reives him a prcdeceifor named Gilbert.- See Le Neve's i'*airi, 

p. 20. Dr. Brown Willis, and principally Leland dc Script. Angl. 

St. Walburce, Virgin and Abbefs. She was daughter to St. 
.Richard the kino, was invited out of England by St. Boniface, and 
made abbefs of Heidenhcim in Bavaria, whilfl her brother St. Wi- 
Tiibald governed a monailery of men in the fame place. She died 
in 779. on the twenty-fourth of February. Her relicks are vene- 
rated at Eycbnadt, whither they were tranflated eighty years after 
her death. On account of which tranflatlon her principal fcall b 
marked in the Roman martyrology on the firit of May, and i;i kept 
holy day in Bavaria. Part of her relicks were obtained by Ikilthvni 
carl of Inlanders, and are now kept at Fumes. Another portion of 
them in a rich fhrine was reported in the great trcaftiry of 
relicks preferved in the Electoral palace of Hanover, as appears 
from the catalogue in folio, printed at Hanover, in j 7 1 3 . Wii' - 
bur&e in the Saxon tonjnie ii^nifies Gracious, as Enchaiia in 
Greek : hur name is fometiine.s corruptly written Warburg. 
is the titular faint of many churches in Havana, Flanders and I'^'u 

.land. See her life written I »y Wolf hard, a devout prieU oldie 

following century, publifhed by Canhlus. 
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5t Sigismxjndj king of Burgundy, M. Wonderfulis the pro- 
dence of God in the means by which he preferves his elect from 
the contagion of vice and conducts them to eternal life. This faint 
was fon of Gondebald, the Arian king of the Burgnndians, but 
embraced the catholick faith through the inftructions of St. Alcimus 
Avitus, bi/hop of Vienne. He fucceeded to the kingdom of his fa- 
ther in 516, and in the midft of barbarifm lived humble, mortified, 
penitent, devout and charitable even on the throne, a Hation in 
which the very name of true virtue is too often fcarce known. Be- 
fore the death of his father he built the famous monallery of St. 
Maurice at Agaune, in the Valais, in the year 515, where many 
holy hermits lived before that time in fcattered cells. God per- 
mitted this good prince to fall into a fnare. He fufFered his fon to 
be put to death, upon an accufation of a confpiracy againft his life : 
but afterwards difcovering the calumny, and pierced to the quick 
with remorfe, he retired to Agaune, where he did penance in tears 
and fackcloth. He made it his prayer to God that he might be 
puniflicd in this life, to efcape the divine vengeance in the next. 
His prayer was heard. For being taken prifoner by Chlodomir, 
the barbarous king of the Franks, he was, by his order, drowned 
in a well at Columelle, four leagues from Orleans, after he had 
reigned one year. His body was kept honourably at Agaune, till 
it was removed to the cathedral of Prague by the emperour Charles 
IV. It has been famous for many miracles. See the Ac~la Sanc- 
torum, and St. Gregory of Tours. 

St. Amdeolus, M. He was a difoiple of St. Pplycarp, preached 
the gofpel in Gaul, and received the crown of martyrdom at Ber- 
goiatc upon the Rhone, his head being fawn afunder with a wooden 
lav:;, by an order of the emperour Sever us, in his march through 
Gaul for Britain, in the year 208. The town of St. Andiol in Vi- 
varez is pofTefTed of the treafure of his relicks. 

St BuiEU, in Latin Briocus, according to Cambden, was a na- 
tive of Cork in Ireland. Having led ionic time a holy life in 
Wales, he paffed into Britany, where he converted many infidels, 
and governed a numerous monaftery, and died a Region ary bifimp at 
upwards of fourfcore years of age, in the fixth century, in great 
reputation for fanclity and miracles. 'J he town of St. Brieu in 
Britany took his name, and has continued an cpifcopal fee ever 
fince the ninth age. 

St. Amator, Bifhop of Auxerrc, C. lie ferved God from his 
infancy with his whole heart, and applied himlclf to thcliuri) of the 
toe red fciences under Valerian, bifliop of Auxerrc. J 11 compliance 
with the defires of his parents, he took to wife Maith.i, a rich 
youno kidy of Langrcs ; but no fooner was the conn i^l (oh m-, 
iii/.ed in the church, but taking her aficle he fpolw to her in fufh 
lhong terms on the advantages of holy virginity, iliac, by Ikt free 
ton lent, they on the fpot engaged themfelvcs, by .1 mutual vow, 
to embrace that Rate for the fake of more perfect, virtue. &h loon 
aftei took the religious veil, and he received the clerical (onlmv. 
lieihg afterwards ehofen bilhop of Auxerre, he governed thai chinch 

ihniy years, labouring to conduct Uh Hock by bin example and 

ailiuuo ui 
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affiduous exhortations, in the paths of eternal falvatlon. He did 

on the firft of May 418. See his life, and that of St. Germl 

nus in the Acta Sanctorum. 
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St. ATHANASiUS, Patriarch of 
Alexandria, Doctor of the church* 

From his ivorhs^ and the fathers and hiftorians of that age. & 
his life by Her?nant i vuho firji cleared up the intricate bijhry of 
Arianifm. See alfo Ti demon Peifler, Orfi and the Bem& 
tine editors of this father. 

A. D. 373. 

ST. Gregory Nazianzen begins with thefe words his pancgy- 
rick of this glorious faint, and champion of the faith (1) 
* c When I praife Athanafius, virtue itfelr is my theme: for 
fiC 1 name every virtue as often as I mention him who was poi- 
" fefled of all virtues. He was the true pillar of the church. 
* c His life and conduct were the rule of bifhops, and his doc- 
< c trine the rule of the orthodox faith." St. Athanafius was a 
native of Alexandria, and feems to have been born about the 
3'ear 296. His parents who were chriftians, and remarkable 
for their virtue, were folicitous to procure him the beft educa- 
tion. After he had learned grammar and the firft elements of 
the fcienccs, St. Alexander, before he was raifed to the cpilcopai 
chair of that city, was much delighted with the virtuous de- 
portment of the youth, and with the pregnancy of his wit 5 ami 
took upon himfclf the direction of his ftudies, brought him up 
under his own eye, always made him cat with him, and cm- 
ployed him as his fecretary. Athanafius copied diligently the 
virtues of his mailer, imbibed his maxims of piety and holy 
zeal, was directed by him in the plan and method of his Audio, 
and received from him the grcatefl afliftancc in the purfuit 01 
them. By writing under fo great a mailer he acquired ik 
molt elegant, cafy and methodical manner of compofitioii. 
Profane fcienccs he only learned as far as they were necclLii}\ 
or might be rendered fubfervient to thofe that are more fubhiin: 
and important : but from their aid he contracted an elegant, 

(1 ) Or. 2 1 . 
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/clear, methodical and mafterly ftyle 5 and was qualified to en- 
ter the lifts in defence of our holy faith with the greateft advan- 
tage. However, the facred ftudies of religion and virtue he 
made the ferious employment of his whole lite : and how much 
he excelled in them the fequel of his hiftory and the perufal of 
his woiks fhew. From his eafy and ready manner of quoting 
the holy fcriptures one would imagine he knew them by heart j 
at leair by the afliduous meditation and ftudy of thofe divine 
oracles he had filled his heart with the fpirit of the moft perfect 
piety, and his mind with the true fcience of the profound my- 
fterics which our divine religion contains. But in his ftudy of 
the facred writings the tradition of the church was his guide, 
which he diligently fought in the comments of the ancient 
doctors, as he ttftifies (2). In another place he declares that he 
had learned it from holy iofpired matters, and martyrs for the 
divinity of Chrift(3). That he might neglect no branch of 
ecclefiaftical learning he applied himfelf diligently to the ftudy 
of the canons of the church, in which no one was more per- 
fectly verfed : nor was he a ftranger to the civil law, as appears 
from his works ; on which account Sulpitius Severus ftyles 
him a lawyer. 

Achillas, who had fucceeded St. Peter in the patriarchal fee of 
Alexandria, dying in 313, St. Alexander was promoted to that 
dignity (a). The deure of grounding himfelf in the moft per- 
fect practice of virtue drew St. Athanaiius into the deferts to the 
great St. Anthony, about the year 315; with whom he made 
a conliderable ftay, ferving him in quality of a difciple, and 
regarding it as an honour to pour water on his hands when he 
walhed them (4). When he had by his retreat prepared him- 
felf for the miniftry of the altar, he returned to the city, and 
having palled through the inferiour degrees of ecclcfiaftical or- 
ders, was ordained deacon about the year 319. St. Alexander 
Was ib much taken with his prudence, virtue and learning, that 
he delired to have him always with him, and governed his flock 
by his advice. He ftood much in need of fuch a fecond, in de- 
fending his church againft the calumnies and intrigues of the 
fchiimaticks and hcreticks. The holy patriarch St. Peter had, 

ac 

(2) Orat. contra gentes, p i„ (3) L. de Incarn. p. 66. 

(4) Athan. Vit. Anton, p. 794. 

(") The henrfay flory of St. Tillenmnt, &c. it is only pTonnr' 

cd on the authority of Kuf 



AtViaiiafiu;, baptizing certain chil- 
dren at play is incouulleni with 



who on other accounts i 



the cvitlcnt chronology of his know lodged to be a 
fuitory, as is fhewn by i lei want, writer. 
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at the intercefllon of the martyrs and confeflbrs, difpenfed with 
the rigour of the canons in behalf of certain perfons, who 
through frailty had fallen into idolatry during the perfection 
and upon their .repentance had received them again to commu- 
nion. Meletius, bifhop of Lycos in Thebais, unjuftly took 
offence at this lenity? and on that pretence formed a fchifra 
over all Egypt againft St. Peter and his fuccefTours. Alius, a 
Lybian by birth, and a deacon, who for feditious practices was 
expelled the church by his biihop St. Peter, fell in with Me- 
letius, St, Peter was fo well acquainted with his turbulent fpi. 
rk, that no intreaties could move him, even when he was 
going to martyrdom, to receive him into the communion of the 
church. However, his fuccenbur Achillas, upon his fubmif- 
fion and repentance, not only admitted him into his commu- 
nion, but alfo ordained him prieft and entrufted him with the 
church of Baucalis, one of the parifhes of the city. Achillas 
was fucceeded by St. Alexander, whofe promotion Arius re- 
lented as an injury done to himfelf, being in his own opinion 
the more worthy : and fome time after-impudently and blafphc- 
moufly aiTerted that Ghrift ,was not God, but a mere creature, 
though formed before all other created beings, (but not from 
eternity ) and of .a nature fupertour in perfection to all other 
creatures. St .Alexander long endeavoured by mildnefs to re- 
claim the herefiarch, but was compelled, by his obftinacy to cut 
him off from the communion of the church, in a fynod of all 
the. bifhops under his jurifdic~lion, held at Alexandria. Arius 
fled firft into Paleftine, and thence to Nicomedia, where he 
had already gained by letters the confidence of Eufebius, the 
crafty biihop of that city. In 319, St. Alexander fent an ac- 

. count of his proceedings againfl Arius in a circular letter directed 
to all the bilhops of the church, figned by St. Athanalius and 
many others. In 325, he took the holy deacon with him to 
the council of Nice, who there diftinguifhed himfelf by the 
extraordinary zeal and learning, with which he encountered 
not only Alius, but alfo E.ufebjus of Nicomedia, Thcog- 
nis and Maris, the principal protectors of that herefiarch; and 
he had a great fhare in the difputations and dccifions oi that 

• venerable aflcmbly, as Thcodoret, Sozomen, and St. Gnijjoiy 
Naziauzen icflify. 

Fii'L months after this great council St. Alexander, lying on 
liis death- l^cd, by a heavenly inf juration recommended to ^ 
clcigy and people the choice of Athanalius for his fuccelfuur, 
thrice repeating his name ; and when he was found to be an- 
ient he ciicvl out : " Athanalius you think to efcape but yo\\ 
" are nniiaken ( s>." Sozomen fays he had abfeonded for fear m 

K J being 

(■;) Sozomen, b. 2. c. 17. Thcodoret, b. 2, c, z6. 
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being chofeit. In confequence of this recommendation the bU 
ftopsof all Egypt aflembled at Alexandria, and finding the 
people and clergy unanimous in their choice of Athanafius for 
patriarch, they confirmed the election about the middle or the 
year 326 ; for St. Cyril teftifies (6), that he held that chair, 
forty-fix years. He feems then to have been about thirty 
years of age. He ordained Frumentius bifhop of the ./Ethio- 
pians, and made the vifitation of the churches under his 
jurifdiction throughout all Egypt, The Meletians continued, 
after the death of their author, to hold private aflemblies, or- 
dain new bifhops by their ov/n authority, every where to di- 
vide the people, and to fill Egypt with factions and fchifms* 
In vain did St. Athanafius employ all the power which his au- 
thority put into his hands, to bring them back to the unity of 
the church. The feverity of their morals gained them a re- 
putation among the people, and their opposition to the catho- 
licks moved the Arians to court their friendfhip. Though thefe 
fchifmaticks were in the beginning orthodox in faith, and the 
firft and moft violent oppofers of Arius, yet they foon after 
joined his partifans in calumniating and impugning St. Atha- 
nafius ; lor which purpofe they entered into a lolemn league of 
iniquity together. For St. Athanafius obferves(y), that as 
Herod and Pontius Pilate forgot their enmity to agree in per- 
fecting Chrifr, fo the Meletians and Arians difiembled their 
private animofities, to enter into a mutual confederacy and ca- 
bal againft the truth : which is the fpirit of all fec~taries, who, 
though divided in every other thing, unite in perfecuting the 
truth and oppofing the church. 

Arius being recalled from banifhment, into which he had 
been fent by the cmpcrour, St. Athanafius refufed him en- 
trance into the church ; whereupon he retired to his friends in 
Paid tine and the neighbouring eaftern provinces, at whole en- 
treaty Conftantine urged ht. Athanafius to admit him to his 
communion. The intrepid patriarch anfwered the cmpcrour, 
that the catholick church could hold no communion with he- 



1 



•dy that fo impudently attacked the divinity of Jefus Chrift (8). 
Lufubius of Nicomedia and Thcognis, after three years banifh- 
ment, feeing Arius already reieafed from his exile, wrote a letter- 
to the cmperour, which is extant in Socrates and Sozomcn ; 
artfully declaring that they all agreed in faith, that they re- 
ceived the word tovfuh/liintiali having now fully examined its 
meaning, and that they entirely gave thcnifelves up to peace 5 
Inn could not anathematize Alius, whom by a long converfe 
With him, and both by woid and writing they had found not 

to 

( () ) Kp. 1. (7) Or. i. contr- Arian. (3) Apol. 

An:i »- P. 178. and Socr. 1. 2. c. 22. 
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to be guilty of what had been laid to his charge, and who 
had already met with a favourable reception from his imperial 
majefty. Hereupon the fentence of their banifbment was re- 
verted, and they were both permitted to return to their refpeo 
tive fees. This Eufebius had before ambitioufly procured his 
tranflation from the fee of Berytus to that of Nicomedia, which 
being at that time the refidence of the eaftern emperours, gave 
him a fair opportunity of ingratiating himfelf with the great 
minifters of ftate, and thereby of rendering himfelf coniideruble 
for power and intereft at court. He neither wanted parts nor 
learning, was of a fubtle and daring temper, a deep diiTcmbier } 
and the moft artful of men ; and on thefe accounts a proper in- 
ftrument of the devil to be the contriver of the calumnies and 
perfecutions againft our faint and the catholick church. He 
was no fooner come back to Nicomedia, than he began to let 
his engines at work. He nrft wrote a civil letter to St. Atha- 
nafius, wherein he endeavoured to juitify Arius. But neither 
his own flattering words, nor the emperour's threats, which he 
procured, prevailing, he wrote to the Meletians, that the time 
was now come to put their defigns in execution and impeach 
Athanafius, It was fome time before they could agree what 
they fhould lay to his charge. At length they fent three of 
their fchifmatical bifhops, lfio, Eudaemon and Caliinicus to 
Nicomedia, who undertook to accufe him to the emperour of 
having exacted linen for the ufe of his church, and impofed it as 
a tribute upon the people ; alfb of fending a purfe of gold toone 
Philumenus, who was plotting to ufurp the empire. Athana- 
jfius being fummoned to appear before Conftantine, his caufe 
was heard in his pala.ee of Pfammathia, fituated in the fuburbs 
of Nicomedia. The emperour, having examined the accufa- 
tions againft him, .was convinced of his innocence, acquitted 
him of what had been alleged againft him, and fent him back 
with a letter to the faithful of Alexandria, wherein he calls him 
a man of God, and a moft venerable pcrfon. 

Eufebius, though baffled for the prefent, did not defpair of 
compafling his ends ; and in the mean time contrived the ba- 
nifhment of St. Euftathius, the moft zealous and holy patriarch 
of Antioch. And foon after new allegations were laid againft 
Athanafius, charging him with the murder of Arfenius, a A4e- 
letian bifhop, and with other crimes. Conftantine appeared 
fliocked at the accufation of the murder, and font an order to 
St. Athanafius to clear himfelf in a council which was to b<5 
held at Oeiiirea in Palefline, whereof Eufebius, one of the 
Arian party, was bifhop. The faint difliking it no doubt on 
this account, and juftly apprchenflvc he fhould not have liberty 

allowed him for his defence, did not appear. Tins hiacnenu^ 
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reprefented to Conftantine as the effecT: of pride and ftubbom- 
nefs; who being exafperated by thefe fuggeftions, began to en- 
tertain an ill opinion of him, and appointed another council to 
affemble at Tyre, where he commanded Athanafius at his peril 
to appear. The council met there in Auguft 335, confifting 
of fixty bifliops, chiefly Arians. St. Athanafius, after fome 
delay, came thither attended with a confiderable number of bi- 
fliops of his own province, and among thefe, the illuftrious 
confeflbrs Paphnutius and Potamon. All the chiefs of the 
Arian feci: were prefent ; the two Eufebius's, Flaccillus the in- 
truded bifhop of Antioch, Theognis of Nice, Maris of Chal- 
cedon, Narciffus of Neronias, Theodorus of Heraclea, Patro- 
phiius of Scythopolis, Urfacius of Syngidon, Valens of Mur- 
fa, and George of Laodicea. The juft exception which St. 
Athanafius made againft fuch judges who had declared them- 
fclves his enemies, was tyrannically over- ruled, and on his en- 
tering Che council, they, inftead of allowing him to take his 
place among them, obliged him to ftand as a criminal at the 
bar before his judges. St. Potamon could not forbear tears upon 
the occafion, and addrefTing himfelf to Eufebius of Carfsrea, 
who had been a prifoner with him for the faith in the late per- 
fecution, cried out: " What, Eufebius, are you fitting on the 
" bench, and doth Athanafius ftand arraigned ? Who can bear 
" this with patience ? Tell me ; was not you in prifon with me 
" during the perfecution ? As for my part, I loft an eye in it, 
<( but I fee you are whole and found. How came you to 
" cfcape fo well ?'* By whick words he infinuated a fufpiciom 
of publick fame, that Eufebius has been guilty of fome unlaw- 
ful compliance. The reft of the Egyptian bifhops perfifted in 
refufing to allow thofe to be judges of their patriarch, who 

were his profefied enemies j but their remonftranccs were not 

regarded. 

The firft article of accufation againft the faint was, that 
Macarius, hit deputy, had been guilty of facrilege in breaking 
the chalice of one Ifchyras, a fuppofed prieft, whilll he was 
officiating at the altar. This which had been already proved to be 
; nunc calumny, and was further confuted by deputies font from. 
; J yre into Egypt to examine into the ftatc of the aftair, where- 
; h it : appeared that the whole charge was groundlcfs and ma- 
i licious, and that Ifchyras, who at length was reconciled to St. 

Athanafius, had been fct on by certain bifliops of the Mclc- 
i ttan faction. He was next accufed of having ravifhed a vir- 
tonic-crated to God : and a woman was accordingly pre- 
vailed with to own and attcft the fa£t in open council. Where- 
upon Timothy, one of the faint's clergy, turning to her: 
Woman, £ai*J he, did 1 ever lodge at your houfe, did I 



4< eve, 
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<4 ever* as you pretend, offer violence to you ?" « Yes, faid fte 
<c you are the very perfon I accufe z" adding at large thccir! 
cumftances of time and place. The impofture thus plainly difc 
covering itfelf put the contrivers of it fo much out of counte. 
jiance, that they drove her immediately out of the affembk 
St. Athanafius indeed infifted on her flaying and being obliged 
to declare who it was that had fuborned her; but this was over- 
ruled by his enemies, alleging that they had more important 
crimes to charge him with, and fuch as it was impofTibleto 
elude by any artifices whatfoever. They proceeded next to the 
affair of Arfenius, an old Meletian bifhop, whom they accufed 
St. Athanafius of having murdered. To fupport this charge 
they produced in court a dried hand, fuppofed to be the hand 
of Arfenius, which, as they alleged, the patriarch had ordered 
to be cut off, to be employed in magical operations. The 
truth was.: Arfenius, flyled by his party bifhop of Hypfele, had 
fallen into fome irregularity, and had abfeonded. St. Athana- 
fius had firft procured certificates from many perfons that he 
was ft ill living ; and prevailed with him afterwards through the 
intereft of friends, to come privately to Tyre, to ferve St, 
Athanafius on this occafion. The faint therefore afked if any 
of the bifhops prefent knew Arfenius : feveral anfwering, they 
did ; he then made him appear before the whole aflembly with 
both his hands. Thus was the wicked purpofe of his adver- 
saries defeated, no lefs to the pleafure and fatisfac~tion of the 
innocent, shan to the Jfaame and confufion of the guilty. Ar- 
fenius foon after made his peace with St. Athanafius, and with 
the catholick church 5 as did alfo John, the moft famous of 
the Meletian bifhops. The Arians called the faint a magician 
and one that impofed upon their fenfes by the black art; 
and would have torn him to pieces had not the imperial go- 
vernour intcrpofed and refcued him out of their hands, who for 
further fecurity fent him on board a fhip that failed the fame 
night. Having thus cfenped their fury, he went foon after for 
Conftantinoplc. All thefe particulars are related by St. Atha- 
nafius in his apology ; alfo by Socrates, Sozomen, Thoodorct, 
Though the faint had been convi&ed of no crime, the Arian 
bifhops pronounced again (I him a fentence of depofitiou* tor- 
bidding him to refide at Alexandria, left his pielencc mould ex- 
cite new diJbrdcrs there, repeating in their fentence the calum- 
nies which had been fo fully refuted. 

Confiantine, who had refufed to fee or give audience to our 
faint on his arrival at Con ft antinople, whom he looked upon as 
juftly condemned by a council, lent an order to the lufliopti ot 
Tyre to adjourn to Jcrufalem, for the dedication of the eiiurch 

of the holy fepukhre, which he had caufed to be built there 
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Arius came thither, at this time to the council, with a letter 
frcm the emperour, and a profeflion of faith which he had pre- 
fentcd to him, and which is extant in Socrates. In it the 
fubtle heretick profeflcs his belief in Chrift, " as begotten be- 
< 6 fore all worlds : God the Word, by whom all things were: 
" made, Sec/ 9 But neither the word confubjlaiitlal^ nor any 
thing equivalent to it was there. The hereiiarch had allured 
the emperour that he received the council of Nice, who was 
thus impofed upon by his hypocrify ; but he ordered the bi- 
fhops to examine his profeffion of faith. The Eufebians 
readily embraced the opportunity which they had long waited 
for, declared Arius orthodox, and admitted him to the com- 
munion. St. Athanafius in the mean time having requeued 
of the emperour, who had refufed him audience, that his pre- 
tended judges might be obliged to confront him* and that he 
might be allowed the liberty to exhibit his complaints againft 
them, Conftantine fent them an order to come to Conftantt- 
nople to give an account of their tran factions at Tyre. But 
only fix, and thefe the moft artful of the number, obeyed the 
fummons, namely, Eufebius, Theognis, Maris, Patrophilus, 
Urfacius and Valcns. Thefe agreed to attack St. Athanafius 
with a frefh accufation, as they did, charging him with having 
threatened to hinder the yearly tranfportation of corn from 
Alexandria to Conflantinople. This accufation, though pro- 
tefted againft by the faint, as abfolutely falfe and to the laft de- 
gree improbable was neverthelefs believed by Conftantine, who 
exprelled his refentment at it, and banifhed him, in confe- 
rence, to Triers, then the chief city of the Belgick Gaul. 

The holy man arrived there in the beginning of the year 
336, and was received with the greateft refpedt by St.Maximinus, 
bilhop of the place, and by Conftantine the younger who com- 
manded there for his father. St. Antony and the people of 
Alexandria wrote to the emperour in favour of their pallor : 
but he anfwered that he could not defpife the judgment of a 
council (a). The faint had the fatisfadtion to be informed that 
his church at Alexandria conftantly refufed to admit Arius, The 

Vol. II. S year 



(<<) St. Jcrom fays (inChron. ad 
an 338.) that Conftantine inclin- 
ed to the Arian doctrine. But St. 
Athanafius and all others, except 
Lucifrof Cagliari, exprefly af- 
firm that lie always adhered to 
the iaith of the council of Nice, 
apinlt which, while he lived, 
>>'mc (hull openly appear. When 



he was deceived by Arius 
and Eufebius, they always per- 
fuaded hi in that they maintained 
its decifions. If he fome times 
perfecuted St. Athanafius, it was 
never for his doctrine or lakh 5 
and the Arian a forged ngujnli 
him calumnies of anoth< r na- 
ture when they endeavoured to 

ex- 
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year after, on Whitfunday the twelfth of May, Conftantine de- 
parted this life, being fixty- three years and almoft three months 
old, whilft he yet wore the Neophyte's white garment after fm 
baptifm. His hiftorian telfifies with what ardour the people 
offered up their prayers to God for his foul (b). He was bu- 
ried in the porch of the church of the twelve apoftles which he 
had founded in Conftantinuple for the burying-place of the 
emperours and patriarchs, though he had built that of St. Irene 
for the great church or the cathedral. He would be buiicd in 
that holy place, according to Eufebius, cc that he might defer vo 



to 



exafperate this prince againft 
him. This emperour was bap- 
tifed in his lait ficknefs by Eu- 
febius of Nicomedia ; but that 
crafty Arian did not openly dif- 
cover his here fy to him, enjoyed 
at that time the communion of 
the catholick church, and was 
the diocefan of the calfle of 
Aguyron, where he received the 
faci a merits from his hands He 
had fhewn great zeal for the ex- 
tinction of that herefy in the 
council of Nice. His devotion 
and fin cere piety, his extraordi- 
nary zeal for the chrillian reli- 
gion, and for the peace of the 
church, his relpecl lor prierb, 
^c the many whole fome laws 
which he made in favour of re- 
ligion, and the great fentiments 
of piety in which he received 
baptifm and the other facia in en ts 
oblige us to excufe fome fymp- 
toms of vanity in his youth, and 
with the church to fpeak of his 
name with gratitude and refpect. 
II is heroick virtues atoned for 
faults and crrours which true re- 
pentance blotted out. That he 
was impofed upon by the 
nitifices of wicked Arian hy- 
pocrites io far as to harbour 
fufpicions agaiufl an Athnnafuu., 
was an exUvmo misfortune, which 
proved favourable to tlie abet- 
tors of herefy, fatal to many, 
ami the ruin of his fon Conflan- 
fitiu, and of his own idler Cuu- 



ilanria. Jn excufe for Conflan- 
ti lie's ur.juft treatment of Sc. 
Athanafius, ve ought to re- 
flect how often princes arc ob- 
liged to fee with the eyes of 
others, and how difficult it fre- 
quently is to them, when fur- 
rounded with flatterers, to con.c 
to the knowledge of the truth. 
But God opened the eyes of this 
emperour before his death with 
regard to the innocence of his 
holy fervant : he accordingly 
gave orders in his laft illnefs that 
he mould be recalled from hit. ba- 
nifhment, in which he had then 
lived one year and fome months ; 
but as this could not be put in 
execution before the middle of die 
year 338, the continuance of 
his exile was one year and lour 

months. 

(b) Innumerabilis fopulus »/m 

cum jaccrdotibus IX i, non fine 
mitu ac latiymls pro imperat»w 
anhtia prcces o[fertbattt JJeo, 
tifi'Mwn pio principi . afjiemm t'A'/'i. 
brutes. In hoc t tiom Dent pro- 
lixam r.rva fumulum Juum benevj- 
} ait i am <ltcutnt*vit ; qnipp* g ll3li 
t/taxime ambiemt, locum juxta tf/f* 
y/o/arum metnariatn ei comtfft rtt* vt 
ani?n<i: ifiius tube* titanium cJ/ 1 "/' 1 "' 

i 

I id nominis atqite h>no)h CiVt/ortn 
fruetctur, di-uhtifqne can nwr.nu 
tx ny/lico /.urifich et fiwtfatM 
prccum cottttnunionr potivi weren't"' ' 
F.uf. /. 4. Vtt. Corfi, c. II. "< 
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<< to enjoy the benefit of the myftical facriflce, and the com- 
ic bunion of devout prayers (9).'' Conftantine's three fons di- 
vided the empire, as their father's will direcled. Conftantine 9 
the eideh 1 , had Britain, Spain, GauJ, and ali that lies on this 
fide the AJps : Confrantius., the fecond fon, Thrace, Afia, 
E<wpt, and the Eaft : Conftans, the youngeff, had Italy, 
Africa, Greece and Ulyricum. Confrantine, the younger, re- 
itored St. Athanafuis to his fee, fending with him a letter filled 
with his;ii commendations of the holy prelate, and exprcfiions 
of o-realf refpeel for his fanclity, and of indignation againfr. his 
advtrfaries. The faint pafied through Syria, and was received 
by his flock with a joy and pomp equal to the triumph of an 

cmptTOur. 

The city of Alexandria was fituate within the jurifdieTHori 
of Conflantius, whom the Arians had gained over to their 
party without much difficulty. Thefe hercticks accufed St- 
Ath:-nafius afrefh to the three emperours for raifing tumults 
and ledilions upon his return, for committing violences and 
murder, and felling, for his own private ufc, the corn which 
Conitantine had deftincd for the fupport of widows and eccle- 
iialticks in thole countries where corn did not grow ; but the 
atteltations of the bifhops who had received it in Lybia jmU- 
ficd him, and covered his accufcrs with confufion. Conftan- 
tine and Conftans fent away their deputies with difgrace : but 
Confrantius being met at Antioch by Eufebius of Nicomcdia 
and others of his party, was eafily pcrfuaded into the belief of 
this lafl head of the accufation, and prevailed upon to grant 
them leave to chooie a new bifhop of Alexandria. They loft 
no time, but aflembling at Antioch named one Piflus to that 
fee, an Egyptian pricft of their feci, who, together with the 
bifhop that ordained him, had been condemned by St. Alexander 
and by the council of Nice : but pope Julius rejected his com- 
munion, and all other catholick churches pronounced anathe- 
mas againit him ; nor was lie ever able to get pofTefiion of the 
patriarchal chair. St. Athanafius called a council of about 
an hundred bifhops at Alexandria to defend the catholick 
faith : after which he repaired to Rome to pope Julius, to? 
whom his council fent letters and deputies. Here the pope ac- 
quitted him in a council of fifty bifhops, held in 34 
ami confirmed him in his fee : but he was obliged to continue 
at Rome three years, during which the A nans carried on every 
thiii|» by violence in the EalL The fame year a council met at 
Antioch to the dedication of the great church called the Golden 
Churchy and framed twenty- five canons of difciplinc. After 

S -X the 
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the departure of the orthodox prelates, the Arians framed a 
canon levelled againft St. Athanafius, that if a bifhop, who had 
been depofed in a council, whether juftly or unjuftly, ihould 
jreturn to his church, without the authority of a greater council 
khan that which had depofed him, hefhould never hope to be re-* 
efrabHfhed, nor have his caufe admitted to a hearing. Thcv 
then named Gregory, a Cappadocian, and placed him by force 
of arms in the fee of Alexandria in 341. The emperour Con- 
Hans in 345 invited St. Athanafius to Milan, and by earned 
letters obliged his brother Conftantius to join with him in af- 
fembling a general council of the Eaft and Weft at Sardica, in 
Illyricum- It met in May 347, and confifted of 300 bifhops 
of the Weft, and 76 of the Eaft according to Socrates and 
Sozomen ; but according to St. Athanafius, only of 17c, be- 
lides the Eufebians ; which agrees nearly with Theodoret, who 
reckons them in all 250. They were collected out of thirty- 
five provinces, befides the Orientals. This is reputed a general 
council, (and is proved fuch by Natalis Alexander) though 
commonly looked upon only as an appendix to that of Nice. 
St. Athanafius, Iv^arcellus of Ancyra, and Afclepas of Gaza 
were acquitted. They and fome others out of the eaflern 
empire were prefent. But the Arian Orientals made a body 
apart, being fourfcore in number, who having formed fe- 
veral afTemblies in certain places by the way, on their arrival 
at Sardica refufed, as they had agreed before they came, to 
join the other prelates ; alleging the prefence of Athanafius, 
and other fuch frivolous pretences; and at length upon an inti- 
mation of the threats of the fynod if they did not appear, and 
if the Eufebians did not juftify themfelves of the matters laid 
to their charge, they all fled by night, and held a pretended 
council at Philippopolis, as St. Hilary in his fragments, and 
Socrates teftify. Dr. Cave alleges, that they dated their acls 
at Sardica : but this they did only to ufurp the venerable name 
of that fynod : for at the fame time they quote the fynodal 
cpiftlc of the prelates who remained at Sardica, before the date 
of which cpiftlc all hiftorians teftify that they had left that city. 
The true council excommunicated the chiefs of the Eufebians, 
with Gregory the Cappadocian, forbidding all catholick bi- 
fhops to hold communion with them (c). This council font 

two 



(r) Thin council of Sardica 
decrees that me appeal of a bi- 
fhop, depoiedin his own province, 
to the bifhop of Rome he always 
allowed, and th.it the pope may 

*hhcr refuie to rc- examine the 



caufe, if he thinks that fupcrfluoii*, 
or depute biihops of :i neigh- 
bouring province, or fend pei- 
fons from Rome to determine it. 
(Can. 3. 4. 7.) This was n<> 

new Jaw \ but a con linn at ion oi 

time 
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two deputies to Conftantius to prefs the execution of its decrees. 
The emperour Conftans wrote to him alfo, both before and af- 
ter the council, to acquaint him that unlefs he reftored Athana- 
fius to his fee, and punifhed his calumniators, he would do it 
by force of arms. Gregory the Cappadocian, who had, with 
the Arian governours, exercifed a moft bloody perfecution againft 
the catholicks, and among others had caufed to be beaten to 
death the holy confeftor St Potamon, dying four months after 
the council of Sardica, facilitated our faint's return to Alexan- 
dria, and deprived the emperour of all pretexts for hindering 
or delaying it. Conftantius had alfo upon his hands an unfuc- 
cefsful war againft the Perfians, and dreaded the threats of a civil 
war from his brother. Therefore he wrote thrice to the holy pre- 
late, entreating him to haften his return to Alexandria. St. 
Athanafius, at the requeft of Conftans, went firft to him, then 
refiding in Gaul and probably at Milan, and thence to Rome 
to take leave of pope Julius and his church. Pie took Antioch 
in his way home, where he found Conftantius, who treated 
him with great courtefy, and only dsfired that he would allow 
the Arians one church- in Alexandria. The faint anfwered, 
that he hoped that in that cafe the fame favour might be grant- 
ed to the catholicks at Antioch, who adhered to Euftathius ; 
but this not being relifhed by the Arians, Conftantius infilled 
no longer on that point, but recommended Athanafius in very 
ftrong terms to his governours in Egypt. In the mean time 
the zealous and pious emperour Conftans was treacherously 
flain by Magnentius in Gaul, in January 350. Neverthelefs 
Conftantius reftored Athanafius, who immediately aflembled a 
council at Alexandria, and confirmed the decrees of that of 
SarJica. St. Maximus did the fame in a numerous fy nod at 
Jerufalem. Many Arian bifhops on this occafion retracted their 
calumnies againft the holy man, and alfo their herefy, among 
whom were Urfacius and Valens : but they foon returned to 
the vomit. 

Magnentius ufurped the empire in Italy, Gaul, and Africa, 
and Vetrannio in Pannonia. Conftantius marched into the 
Weft againft them. He made himfclf mailer .of Vetrannio's 
perfon by a ftratagem, and his army defeated Magnentius near 
Murfa in Pannonia, in 351, and that tyrant fell foon after by 
Ins own fword. Whilft Conftantius rcfidcd at Sirmium in 
351, a council was held in that city a confiding chufly of 

S Q oriental 



that which had been eftablifhcd 
hom the beginning ; and as a 
proof of it we ice that St. Atha- 
nanus hud, before this, appealed 



to pope Julius, and been ac- 
quitted by him at Rome; nor 
had the JLuilebiaus tiu ivi vca 
found fault wiih the piote.tn^. 
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oriental bifhops, moft of them Arians. Photinus, bifhop of 
that fee, who renewed the here/y of Sabellius, and affirmed 
Chrift to be no more than a meer man, having been already 
condemned by two councils at Milan, was here excommuni- 
cated, depofed and banifhed by the emperour. The profeifion 
of faith drawn up in this fynod is commonly cfteemed ortho- 
dox, and called the Firfl con fefli on of Sirmium. The Arians 
had never ceafed to prepoiTe fs the credulous emperour againft 
Athanafius, whole active zeal was their terrour; and that prince 
was no fooner at liberty, by feeing the whole empire 'in hit, own 
hands, than he began again to perfecute him. He procured 
him to be condemned by certain Arian bifhops at Aries, in 
353> an ^ again at Milan in 355, where he declared him felt 
his accufer, and banilbed the catholick bifhops who refuted to 
fubferibe his condemnation, as SS. Eufebius of Vcrcelii, Dio- 
nyfiusof Milan, Paul in us of Triers, &c. Hefent a chamberlain 
to obtain of pope Liberius the confirmation of this unjuft fen- 
tence ; but he rejected the propofal with indignation, though 
enforced with p relents and threats. Liberius not only refuted 
the prefer) ts which were brought him, but when the nieftenger 
fought means to depollt them as an offering in Sc Petei's 
church, unknown to the pope, he threw them out of doors. 
Conftantius hereupon font for him under a Ariel ^unvd to Mi- 
Ian, where in a conference, recorded by Theodoret, he boldly 
told Conftantius that Athanafius had been acquitted at Sardicn, 
and his enemies proved calumniators and impoflors, and that 
it was unjuft to condemn a perfon who could not ' be legally 
convicted of any crime : the emperour was reduced to ii fence 
oil every article ; but being the more out of patience ordered 
him, unlefs Jie complied within three days, to go into banifli- 
ment to Bercea in Thrace. He lent him indeed five bun- 
dled pieces of gold to bear his charges, but Liberius refuted 
them, fayinp, lie might bellow them on his flatterers : as he 
did aJfo a like preilnt from the cmpiefs, bidding the jne/lengcr 
learn to believe in Chriir, and not to perfecute the chuieh ol 
OoJ. After the thiee days were expired he departed into exile, 
in 7^6. Conflantius ^oinjr to Rome to celebrate the twentieth 
year ol his reip;n, in 357, the ladies joined in a petition to Imn 
that he would rcfiore Liburius, who had boon then two years 
in banifliment. lie a/icntcd, upon romliiion that lie mould 
comply will) the hi/hop. then at court. About this time Li- 
bt mis bc;;;m to link under the h.wdfhips of hi;, exile, and hh 
rc7«'lutinii v\ as ken by the com inual folicilatioii.s of Denio- 
]>}iil lk; the Aiian bill -op of JkuXM, and of l*\n lunarian, the 
iuii[>oi Hu.p, hiihop oi Acjuiluia. Me was /<> far io/Len<d by 

liileniii/f, to UaUwics ajid iu;><> eilions, to which lie oiudit to bave 
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flopped his ears with horrour, that he yielded to the fnare laid 
for him to the great fcandal of the church. He fubferibed the 
condemnation of St. Athanafius, and a confeffion or creed 
which had been framed by the Arians at Sirmium, though 
their herefy was not exprefled in it ; and he wrote to the Arian 
bifliops of the Eaft, that he had received the true catholick 
faith which many bifliops had approved at Sirmium (d). The 
fall of fo great a prelate, and fo illuttrious a confeflbr is a ter- 
rifying example of human weaknefs, which no one can call to 

S 4 mind 



(d) Liberius fell by a pre- 
varication and notonus fcandal : 
but not by herefy There were 
three confeffions of fa ; th or creeds 
compiled by the Arians at Sir- 
mium. The firft, framed in 
the council of Sirmium, in 
3_-j, againft I'hotihus, was or- 
thodox in its terms ; though the 
word cur.Juhftunt.al was omitted 
in it. This was drawn up by 
the oriental bifliops, who alone 
coir.pofed that council ; the Well, 
except Pannonia, being then 
fubjee'l to Magnentius. The fe- 
cond confefTion was made at 
Sirmium in 357, when Conftan- 
tius anived there from Rome, 
only Valenc, Urfacius, and .Gcr- 
lninius are named as concerned 
in it ; and Olios of Cordova, 
aiul Poiamius of Lifbon as fub- 
fuibin^ to it, for Olios after 

molt yx-aloufly maintaining the 
'aith, was vanquished by tor- 
tures, and unhappily fell ; but 
i ! ied penitent in Spain, within a 
vear alter, as St. A than alio 1 af 
hues us. I his fecond creed 
openly exprellcd Lite Aiian im- 
piety, and iVnbacl any mention 
tu be made either of units or of 
ilkrut'ii ,</ Juhfliirtct' in Chrill with 
the Father: for the catbolicks 
called Chrill of the fatm fuh- 
ilance as i he father : the Semi- 
arians ol Hie fubllance ; the 
Auoina-niui or rank Aikuuj /■>/■■ 
titt/y unlikf in fubllance ; the lalL 



mentioned were alfo called Eu- 
nomians, from one of the chief 
of that left. Jn 350 a third con- 
fcliion was publilhed by the Ari- 
ans at Sirmium, in which Chrift 
■is {'aid to be alike in fubllance 
in all towers. This third contains 
clearly the Semiarian herefy : and 
was made two y ears after the fall 
of Liberius. Nor could he have 
fubferibed the fecond, of which, 
the very au.hors of it were im- 
mediate!)- afhamed, fo that it was 
no more mentioned ; and it was 
framed by very few, and thofe 
all wellcrn bifliops. Wheicas 
Hilary terries, (Fraom. 6. 

p. 13^7 ) that Liberius figned 
the confeflion winch had been 
made by twe nty two biihops, of 
which number r>em»philus was 
one, which aorcv, to the full-. 
Hence Liberius wiiiing to the 
oTu'iital bifliops lays he had 

iigncd elixir conh-fhon oi faith, 
or that made bvtheiu, and that 
it was prcllnuil to him by 
inrphihis. Mi: im-i c« vei call:, it 

catholick. A!) which envum- 
flauce:. concur in the full. So'/.o- 

men allures u: il .) . c. 1;.) that 
when ho anived at Rome he 
anal hemativc (1 all who tin! not 
confeis the Son like to tin* lea- 
ther in all th-t>y t , wi.ieh \va«s c::- 
nrctty ninik'miiiiii' ihe nooid 
ciccd. 1 low 1 hen could he ha »'c 
iuhlcrihcd to it fo limit a tin.e 
be I ore i' 
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ynind without trembling for himfelf. St. Peter fell by a pre- 
sumptuous confidence in his own ftrength and refolution ; that 
we may learn that every one ftands only by humility. Liberius 
however fpeedily imitated the repentance of the prince of the 
apoftles. And he no fooner had recovered his fee than he a^ain 
loudly declared himfelf the patron of juftice and truth : and 
when the council of Rimini was betrayed into a prevarication 
which was conftrued in favour of Arianifm, Liberius vigour- 
ouily oppofed the danger, and by his ftrenuous active^zeal 
averted the defolation with which it threatened many churches 
as Theodoret terrifies ( 10). 

In 359, the council of Rimini had the weaknefs fo far 
to yield to the artifices of the Arians, as to omit in the 
creed the word confubftantiaL The prelates were after- 
wards furprifed to fee the triumph of the Arians on that 
account, and were ftruck with remorfe for their unwary 
condefcenfion. Their fall was owing, not to any errour in 
faith, but to a want of courage and inlight into the artifices of 
the Arians. Neverthelefs, Lucifer of Cagiiari, and fome other 
bifhops pretended, by a Pharifaical pride, that the lapfed, not- 
withftanding their repentance, could no longer be admitted by 
the church to communion in the rank of bifhops or priefk 
St. Athanafius on the contrary, being filled with the fpirit of 
tendernefs which our Divine Redeemer exercifed and recom- 
mended to be fhewn towards fincere penitents, condemned this 
exceffive fe verity : and in 362, in a great council at Alexan- 
dria, decreed, that the bifhops who had fallen at Rimini fhould 
be received to communion upon their profeflion of the Nicenc 
•creed, and renouncing communion with the Arians. We 
learn from St. Hilary that Liberius, who died in 366, had 
eftablifhed this difcipline in Italy, and we have his letter to the 
catholick bifhops of that country, in which he approves what 
had been regulated in this regard in Achaia and Egypt, and ex- 
horts them to exert their zeal againft the authors of their fault, 
in proportion to the grief they felt for having committal 
it (11). Conflantius, not content to have banifhed the bi- 
fhops who favoured Athanafius, alfo threatened and punifhed 
all the officers and magifirates who refufed to join in commu- 
nion with the Arians. V/hilft his prelence in the Welt filled 
it with confufion and acls of tyranny, St Athanafius was at 
Alexandria, offering up to God moft fervent puycrs for the 
flcfcncc of the faith. Confhintius next turned all his rage 

afiainll 
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„ Jnft him and againft the city of Alexandria, fending orders 
to Syrianus, the duke, that is, general of the troops of Egypt, 
to perfecute the archbiftiop and his clergy. He lifcewife dif- 
* patched two notaries to fee his orders executed. They en- 
deavoured to oblige the faint to leave the city. He anfwered, 
, that he had returned to his fee, and had refided there till that 
time by the emperour's exprefs order ; and therefore could not 
leave it, without a command of equal authority (which they 
owned was not in their power to produce J or unlefs Syrian us 
the duke, or Maximus, the prefect or governour, would give 
him nich an order in writing, which neither of them would 
do. Syrianus convinced of the juftice of his plea, promifed to 
give neither him nor. the publick afTemblies of his people any 
further difturbance, without exprefs injunction from the empe- 
rour to that effect. Twenty-three days after this folemn promife, 
confirmed by oath, the faithful were afTembled at the church 
of St. Theonas, where they patted the night in prayer on ac- 
count of a feftival to be celebrated the next day. Syrianus con- 
duced by the Arians furrounded the church at midnight with 
above 500 foldiers, who having forced open the doors, com- 
mitted the greateft diforders. The patriarch however kept his 
chair, and being determined not to defert his flock in their 
diftrefs, ordered a deacon to fing the 136th pfalm, and the peo- 
ple to repeat alternately: For his mercy endurcth for ever. After 
this, he directed them to depart and make the beft of their way 
to their own houfes, protefting that he would be the laft that 
left that place. Accordingly, when the greateft part of the 
people were gone out, and the reft were following, the clergy 
and monks that were left forced the patriarch out along with 
them ; whom (though aim oft ftifled to death) they conveyed 
fafe through the guards and fecured him out of their reach. 
Numbers on this occafxon were trampled to death by the fol- 
. cri3 '. or ^ am their darts. This relation is given by the 
faint in his apology for his flight* and in his hi/lory of the Arians 9 
addreffed to the monks. The next ftcp of the Arians was 
to fix a trufty man of their party in this important fee : 
and the perfon they pitched upon was one George, who 
had been victualler to the army, one of the moft'bruttfli and 
cruel of men : who was accordingly placed in the patriarchal 
chair. Hi s roughnefs and lavage" temper made him feem the 
htteif inftrtiment to oppiefs the calholicks, and he renewed all 
the Scenes of blood-ilml and violence of which Gregory had 
'"the example, as Theodorct relates. Our holy bifliop here- 
ll,U)n faired into the deferts of i gypt: but was not permitted 
to enjoy ] 0 ng the conversion of the devout inhabitants of 

thofii 
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thofe parts, who, according to the expreffton of St. Gregory Na> 
zianzen, Jived only to GW. His enemies having fee a pi ice 
upon his head, the wildernefles were ranfacked by foldiers ir 
queft of him, and the monks perfecuted, who were deter mince 
rather to fuffer death than to difcover where he lay concealed, 
The faint, apprehenfive of their fuffering on his account, left 
them, and retired to a more remote and folitary .place, wher; 
he had fcarce air to breathe in, and faw none but the perfon 
that fupplied him with neceflaries and brought him his letters 
though not without great danger and difficulty (c). 

Conftantius died on the third of November, in 361; a 
prince whofe memory will be eternally infamous for his herefy, 
and perfecution of the church, his diflimulation, levity and 
inconffcancy, his weaknefs of mind, and the treacherous mur- 
der of all his uncles. The year following, George, the Arian 
ufurper of the fee of Alexandria, was maflacred by the pagans for 
his cruelty. Thus was Athanafius delivered from all his chief ene- 
mies. Julian the Apellate, on coming to the empire, granted all 
the bifhops, who had been banifhed by Conftantius, the liberty 
to return to their refpeclive churches ; not out of any good 
will he bore them, but with a view, as his own hiftcrian write?, 
to increafe their divifions by this licence, and leflen his fears of 
their uniting againfl him: alfo to reflect: an odium on the me- 
mory and proceedings of his predeceflbr. Moft of the ortho- 
dox bifhops took their advantage of this permifnon; and 
George, the ufurper of the fee of Alexandria, being mailacrd 
by the pagans in July 362, our faint returned to his flock m 
Auguit, after an abfencc of above fix years. His entrance was 
a kind of triumph of the catholick faith over its enemies, and 
the citizens hereupon drove the Arians out of all the churches. 
To re-cftabliih the faith in its former fplcndour, St. Athanafius 
aflembled that fame year a council at Alexandria ; at which 
aihited St. Eufebiusof Vercelli. in his return from his banimment 
in Thebais, St. Afterius of Petra, &c. This fynod condemned 
thofe who denied the divinity of the Holy Ghofl, and decreed 
.that the authors of the Arian hereiy fhould he depoful, an<l 
Upon their repentance received only to the lay- communion J 
but that thofe prelates who had fallen into it only by coinp"> 
lion, a j id for a fhort time, fhould upon their repentance retain 

their lees. Tiny dcdfion was adopted in Macedonia, Achau, 

Spam, 



(/) This fevms t:r> have riven 
Occnlif >n to ihe fable of Ru/iiju:;, 
that the: liiint lived fcvm.il years 
hidden in the bottom of a well : 



71 circumflancc which would bo 
have been omitted cilhi-r In ill* 
faint lumfelf, or by St. Uk^J 
Na/aau'/.en. 
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»?.in, Gaul, &c. and approved by the church of Rome (12). 
heodoret fays, that the priefts of the idols complained to Ju- 
lian that if Athanafius was fuffered to remain in Alexandria, 
ftere would not remain one adorer of the gods in that city. 
Julian, having received this advice, anfwered their complaint, 
ftWiivr them, that, though he had allowed the Galileans (his name 
|of dcrifion for chriftians) to return to their own country, he had 
'.'liot j^iven them leave to enter on the poileflion of their churches. 
iJivA that Athanafius in particular, who had been banifhed by 
[the orders of feveral emperours, ought not to have done this ; 
f lie therefore ordered him immediately to leave the city on the 
Receipt of his letter, under the penalty of a feverer punimment. 
*Hc even difpatched a meflenger to kill him . The faint comfort- 
fej his flock ? and having recommended them to the ablefl of hia 
friends, with an aflurance that this florm would foon blow over. 
?&nbaikcd in a boat on the river for Tbebais. He who had or- 
ders to- kill him hearing that he was fled, failed after him with 
hjrer.t expedition. The faint, having timely notice fen t him of 
% was adwfed by thofe that accompanied him to turn afide in- 
to the defcrts that bordered on the Nile. But St. Athanafius 
iiVit-Kd them to tack about and fall down the river towards 
^Alexandria j 6£ to (hew, faid he, that our protector is more 
? powerful than our perfecutor." Meeting the purfuivant, 
e afked them whether they had feen Athanafius as they 
lame down the river, and was anfwered that he was not far 
ifl, and that if they made hafte, they would quickly come up 
him. Upon this the ailafiin continued the purfuit, while 
; t. Athanafius got fare and unfuf'pe&ed to Alexandria, 
Wjctc he lay hid lor fome time. But upon a frefti order com- 
Jgifom Julian for his death, he withdrew into the deferts of 
■ helmis, going from place to place to avoid falling into the 
lands oi his enemy. St. Thcodorus of Tabcnna being come 
|0 vilit him, while at Antinoe, with St. Pammon, put an end to 
"is apprehenfions on this fcore, by aflliring him, on a rcvcla- 
1011 Cod had favoured liim v/ith, that Julian had juil then ex- 
nul in Pcrfia, where he was killed on the twenty- feventh of 
une in 363. The holy hermit acquainted him aHo that the 
C1 * n of his chrifiian fiuccttour would be very ihovt. This 
[ ib Jovian, who heing chofen cmperour rcfufed to accept that 
pity till the army had declared tor the chrifiian religion. He 
' ; V 1U) Iooiut placed upon the throne but he wrote to St. Atha- 
.*"> Ca 'H oiling the lenience of his bauiflijncnt, ami praying 
11,1 1 ^ reftirm: the government of his church, adding high com- 
? lcIK,aU01 ^ of his virtue and unihaken conitancy. bt. Atha- 

f nafiua 

; {\2) Cone. T. 7. p. 75 and 680. 
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11 alius waited not for the emperour's orders to quit his retreat 
but on being apprifed, as before related, of the death of ^ 
perfecutor, appeared on a fudden and refumed his ufual tunc, 
tions in the midft of his people, who were joyfully furprifed 
the fight of him. The emperour, well knowing that he mi 
the chief perfoij that had flood up in defence of the chriflian faith 
be/b light him, by a fecond letter, to fend him a full recount in 
writing; of its doctrines, and fome rules for his conduct and 
haviour in what regarded the affairs of the church. St. Atha. 
nafiiir 5 called a fynod of learned bifhops, and returned an anfiver 
in their name ; recommending, that he fhould hold inviolable the 
doctrine explained in the council of Nice, this being the faith 
of the apoflles, which had been preached in all age*, and waj 
generally prcfefTed throughout the whole chriflian world, 
ci fome few excepted, fays he, who embrace the opinions of 
cc Arius.' 5 The Arians attempted in vain to alter his Favour- 
able difpofi tions towards the faint by renewing their old calum- 
nies. Not fatisfied with his inftruclions by letters he defired to j 
fee him ; and the holy bifhop was received by him at Antioch, 
with all poffible tokens of affection and efteem ; but after giving 
him holy advice, he haftened back .to Alexandria. The good 
emperour Jovian reigned only eight months, dying on the fc« 
venteenth of February in 364. Valentinian, his fucceflbur 
chofe to refide in the Weif, and making his brother Valcns 
partner in the empire ailigned to him the Eaft. Valcns was 
inclined to Arianifm, and openly declared in favour cf 
it, in 367, when he received baptifm from the hands of Eu- 
doxius, bifhop of the Arians at Ccnftantinople. The fame year 



he publifhed an edi& for the banifhment of all thofc bifhops who 
had been deprived of their fees by Conflantius. Theodorct fays 
this was the fifth time that St. Athanafius had been driven from 
his church. He had been employed in vifiting the churches, mo- 
nafterics and deferts of Egypt. Upon the news of this new 
icmpeft the people of Alexandria rofe in tumults, demanding 
jof the governour of the province that they might be allowed to 
enjoy their bifhop; and he prom i fed to write to the emperour, 
St. Athanafius feeing the fedition appealed, ftole privately out 
of the town, and hid himfclf in the country in the vault M 
which his father was interred, where he lay four months, ac- 
cording to Sos&omcn. The very night after he withdrew, Ac 
governour and the general of the troops took polleflion or tlic 
church in which he ufually performed his functions ; hut wefl 
not able to find him. So fbon as his departure was known the 
city was filled with lamentation, the people vehemently calling 
on the governour for the return of their pa dor. The fcar 0 * 

fedition moved Valcns at length to grant them that Ikista^j 



ay 
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d to write to Alexandria, that he might abide there in peace 
the free poffeffion of the churches. In 369, the holy pa- 
larch convened at Alexandria a council of ninety bifliops, ia 
hofe name he wrote to the bifliops of Africa to beware of any 
rprife from thofe who were for preferring the decrees of the 
Buncii of Rimini to thofe of Nice. 
The continued fcenes of perfidy, diilimulation and malice 
hich the hiftory of Arianifrn exhibits to our view, amaze and 
1 us with horrour. Such fuperlativc impiety and hypocrify 
ould have feemed incredible, had not the facts been atteftcd by 
t Athanaiius himfclf, and by all the hiftorians of that age. 
hey were likewife of fo publick a nature, having been per- 
rmcd before the eyes of the whole world or proved by ocular 
emonftration in the Arians own fynods, that St. Athanaiius 
1 uld never have inferted them in his apology, addreiled to 
Vfc very perfons and to the whole world, could any circum- 
anccs have been oifproved or even called in queftion. 
y fuch bafearts and crimes did the Arian blafphemy fpread it- 
If like a fpark of fire fet to a rrain of gunpowder, and being 
pported by the whole power of a crafty and proud emperour, 
emeci to threaten deftruclrion to the church of Chrift, had it 
ot been built on foundations which according to the promifes 
f Him who laid them, all the power of hell fhall never be able 
fhake. During more than 300 years it had Mood the mofr. 
iolcnt afTaults of the moft cruel and powerful perfecutors, who 
ad bent the whole power of the empire to extirpate, if it had 
een poflible, the chriftian name. But the more it was de- 
rcilecl the more it grew and flourished, and the bJood of mar- 
ts was a feed which puflied forth and multiplied with fuch a 
onderful increafe as to extend its fhoots into every part of the 
en known world, and to fill every province and every rank 
f men in the Roman empire. By the converfion of the cm- 
crours them/elves it appeared triumphant over all the error ts of 
ell. But the implacable enemy of man's falvation did not 
dill in his attacks. His rcftle/s envy and malice grew more 
utragcous by his defeats ; and flufting his ground he flirred 
P his inftruments within the bowels of the church itfclf, and 
xcitd again It it a ftorm, in which heJi feemed to voinit out 
N itspoiibn, and unite all the efforts of its malice. But thefc 
ain flruggles again terminated in the moft glorious triumph of 
lie church. In thofe perilous times God raifed up many holy 
a (tors whom he animated with his fpirit, and ftrengthened in 
he defence of his truth. Among thefc St. Athanaiius was the 
oft illultrious champion. By his undaunted courage and un- 
arallcled grcatnefs of ioul under the moft violent pcrfecutions, 

^ merited a crown equal to that of the moft glorious martyrs : 

by 
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by his erudition, eloquence and writings he holds an iJluftnJ 
place among the principal doctors of the church, and by the ex. 
ample of his virtue by which he rivalled the moft renowned id 
racles of the defer ts, and the moft holy confeflbrs, he ftuj 
the torrent of fcandal and iniquity, which threatened to ^ 
down all before it. 

St. Gregory Nazianzen gives the following portrait of ha 
virtues in private life. '* He was molt humble and lowly ^ 
c< mind, as his virtue was molt fublime and inimitable. He 
<c was moft courteous to all, and every one had ea fy accds to' 
ec him ; he was meek, gentle, companionate, amiable in his' 
" difcourfe, but much more fo in his Jife 5 of an angclicdldu-| 
" pofition, mild in his reproofs, and inftructive in his com. 
<c mendations; in both which he obferved fuch even mealiirtjj 
* c that his reproof fpoke the k.ndnefs of a father, and his com- 
€c mendation the authority of a mailer ; and neither was hisj 
* c indulgence over tender, nor his feventy harm, is life lup- 
Ci plied the place of fermons, and his fermons prevented cor- 
cc rc&ion. In him all ranks might find enough to admire, and) 
<c enough to imitate \ one might commend his unweariu! &\m 
" rity in failing and prayer ; another his perfeverance ii 
* c watchings and the divine praifes 5 a third his admirable can 
cc of the poor ; a fourth his courage in checking the injufticeol 
c< the rich 5 or his condefcenflon to the humble." J bus Si 
Gregory Nazianzen ( j 3), who fays he was a load- Hone t 
diflenters, drawing them to his opinion, unlefs hardened i 
malice, and always at Icaft railing in them a fecrtt revenue 
and veneration for his pcifon; but that he vvas an adamant t 
his perfecutors, no mure capable of impreffions againli jullic 
than a reck of marble is of yclding to any flight touch. A tie 
innumerable combats and as many great victories, this "loiiou 
faint, having governed the church of Alexandria forty-fix )WiJ 
was called to a life exempt from labour and f uttering, 011 
fecund of May, on a Thurfday, according to the orient; 
chronicle of the Copthes, in the year 373, as is dear horn in 
fame author, St, Protcrius and St. Jeruin ; not in 37I1 ;IS ™ 
crates mifiakes. St. C Gregory Nazianzen thus ileici ibcsi 
death : ct Me ended his Win in a holy old a^;e, and went t 
* c keep company with his fathers, the patriarchs, prt^phelJ 
" apollles and martyrs who had fought valiantly for die titith 
KC as he had done : and to comprife his epitaph in lev/ vvtmls 
tc he departed this Hie with far greater honour and \iw 
* c than what: lie had received in his more than ti iump nail 

46 entries into Alexandria when he returned from hi* l u,1 " h 

" incuts 



(13) Or. St. p. ; y 7 J> 
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||" ments : fo much was his death lamented by all good men, 
|5" and the immortal glory of his name remained imprinted in 
|" their hearts." He defires the faint " to look down upon him 
|." from heaven, to favour and amft him in the government of 
r« his flock, and to prefer ve it in the true faith : and if for the 
; " fins of the world, heieticks were to prevail againlt it, to 
deliver him from thefc evils, and to bring him, by his in- 
" tercemon, to enjoy God in his company/' 
[ The humility, modefty and charity of this great faint ; his 
I invincible meeknefs towards his enemies, who were the moft 
t implacable and bafeft of men, and the heroick fortitude, pa- 
tience and zeal, by which he triumphed over the pei fecutions of 
i.almoir, the whole world confederated againft him, and of four 
; emperours, Conftantine, Conftantius, Julian and Valens, three 
-of whom employed wiles, flratagems and hypccriiy, and fome- 
: times open force to dcitroy him : thefe, i fay, 'and all other 
• eminent virtues have rendered his name venerable in the church 
; -to the latere ages, which he ceafes not to infrrudt and edify by 
\ his writings (f). 

MAY 

an ancient monk, ufed to fay, 
<l When you find any thing of 
<c the woiks of St. Athanaiius, 
ct if you have r»o paper, write 
" it on ycur clothes. ** (Prat. 
Spir. c. 4-o.) 

The fir/l of his works is, his 

diicnutfe 0gah*Jt the pigans. In it 
lie d if plays a molt . exienfive hu- 
man learning, ihews he origin, 
progrcfi and folly of idolatry : 
and raifes num to the knowledge 
of the true God, full from the 
fentiment of their own foul, and 
iccondly, from vi/iblc things. 
The (iijcoutfe on the incarnation is a 
continuation of the fame work, 
and proves firil, th.at the world 
mufl have had its beginning by 
creation, and fccondly, that on- 
ly the Son of God by his incar- 
nation could have delivered in. "in 
from the death which he had in- 
cm red by fin. The hunt: cow- 
pofed the'ie two pieces before the 
origin of Arianiim, about the 

year 



<i (f) Photius obferves (Cod. 

' 140, i that the diction and %le 
of St A than a litis is clear, inajc- 
iliclc, full of deep fenfc, fuength, 
ami luliil reafoning, without any 
tiling r.-thmdant or fuperfiuous. 
He f-uns to hold the next place 
in eloquence after St. Ikifil, St. 
Gregory Nazianzen and St. 
Chryfofiom, Erafmus even ad- 
his ilyle above that of all 
tiic other fathers, laying, it hath 
nothing rugged or difficult like 
thai of Tenullian, nothing la- 
boorctl or cinbarnfTed like that of 
Hilaiy, nothing fludied like 
" lJlt oi Sc. Gregory Na/aanzen, 
110 wiudinjrs and turnings like 
J hat ?i" St Auftin, or of St. 
Llnyioiloin : for it is every where 
beauiiful. elegant eafy, llorid, 
aml ■'"hnirably adapted to vvhat- 
^•Mubjcd he treats: though in 
•P'l'^ot hj b works it want? the 
ftMJhm R s which more IciUirc 
vwnild have given it, Cofmas, 
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M A Y 3. 

The Invention or Difcovery of the Holy 

Crofs. 

From St. Cyril of yerufalenh cat. 10. St* Paulimts, ep. 31, p, 
193. St. Sulpitius Sever us 1 St. Ambrofe* St. CAry/oflom, Ru- 
finns^ Theodore^ Socrates and Sozonzen. See Tillemont^ T. y, 
p. 6. on St. Helena. 

A. D. 326. 

GO D having reftored peace to his church by exalting 
Conftantine the Great to the imperial throne, that pious 
prince, who had triumphed over his enemies by the miraculous 
power of the crofs, was very defirous of exprefling his venera- 
tion for the holy places which had been honoured and fanclified 
by the prefence and fufterings of our blefled Redeemer on 
earth. He accordingly came to a refolution to build a magni- 
ficent church in the city of Jerufalem, as the place which had 

been mod honoured by the prefence, the inftrudtions and mi* 

racks 

year 3 2 8, when he was not above 
twenty- two years of age. The 
expo/man of faith is an explana- 
tion of the niyfteries of the Tri- 
nity and Incarnation againft the 
A nan 3. The treatife on thofe 

words : All things have been given 
7»c by my Father, the Letter to 
the orthodox hi/baps againft the 
illegal intrufion of Gregory into 
his fee in 341, his apology againft 
the Art am i confining chiefly of 
atnhentiek memoirs for his own 
juthiication againft their flanders, 
compofed after his lecond exile, 
in 351, his treatife On the de- 
rives of Nice agfiinjl the Tiujebiam* 
his apoluvy for the doctrine of St, 



Dionyfius of Alexandria, whom 
the Arians quoted in favour of 
their errour, and his circular 
letter to the bifhops of Egypt 
and Lyhia, when George was 
coming to Alexandria, to in- 
trude himfelf into his fee, were 
compiled againil the Arians. His 
great work againft thofe herc- 

ticlcs arc his four orations agatnjt 
the Arians. He compofed than 
whilft concealed among the an- 
chorets, rhotius admires t« tf 
beauty, flrcngth and jull «** 
foning of this excellent perform- 
ance, which entirely beat:, clou 11 
that herefy ; and fays, that from 
this fountain St. Gregory 
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racks of trie oon or Vjoo. St. Helena, the emperour's mo- 
ther, out of a defire of vifiting the holy places there, under- 
Vol. II. T took 



zianzen and St. Bafil the Great 
drew that torrent of eloquence 
with which they glorioufly de- 
fended the catholick faith. Dia- 
leclick is employed here with 
admirable art, but the oracles 
of holy fcripture are as it were 
the faiews of the work. Dra- 
contius. a holy abbot, was 
chofen bifhop of Hermopolis : 
but fled and hid himfelf, refilling 
to fubmit to that yoke. The 
letter of St. Athanafius to him is 
a tender perfuaflve to accept that 
charge. His letter to Serapion 
bifk'jp of Thmuis, on the death 
of Arius, fiiews his modefty in 
the moderation with which he 
fpeaks of that tragical misfor- 
tune. We have four other let- 
ters of our faint to the fame Se- 
rapion, to prove the divinity of 
the Holy Ghoi.t, written in 360, 
or thereabouts. The letter to 
thefditaries in 3^8. is a confuta- 
tion of the Arians, with fome 
account of the perfecution under 
George. His afology to the em- 

p'>o.r Conlhintius, written in the 
tidbits, among the wild bcalls, 
in 356, feems the mo ft eloquent 
and finifhcd piece of all his 

works. His apology for his flighty 

in 3; 7, is in merit little inferi- 
onr to it. He fliews that it is 
lawful, and fometimcs even a 
precept to fly under pcrfecutions. 
His treatife On finods, in 359, 
gives fome account of what had 
aftal in thofe of Selcucia and 
Rimini- His Tome or /at, r to 
the church tf Antioch was written 
hy him from his council at Alex- 
andria in 362, to exhort all to 
""ion, and to receive the Arians 
who were converted, only re- 
quiring from diem apiofcflion of 



the Nicene faiih, and of the 
divinity of the Holy GJioft. The 
life of St Antony was written 
in 36$. His letter to. the em- 
perour Jovian, two letters to St. 
Orfifius, abbot of Tabenna, and 
feveral other epiftlcs are extant. 

His book On the Incarnation and 
again]} the Arians proves alfo the 
divinity of the Holy Ghoft ; and 
was writ after the year 360. His 
two books agai^ft Apollinaris ap- 
peared about the year 372. His 
imperfect commentary on the 
pfalms mews his extraordinary 
abilities for that kind of writing. 
The fragments on St. Matthew 
are judged genuine by Mount- 
faucon (in Col* cel. Patr.) but ap- 
pear doubtful to Tourncly and 
fome others. The book, On the 

Incarnation of the nvord of Gcd ; 

that, For the confubflantiality of 
tbi Three Peifns: that, On <vir* 
ginity, an excellent work : the 
Svnopfis of the fcriptures alfo ve- 
ry well penned, and judged ge- 
nuine by Tillemont, Sec. are 
uiually ranked among his doubt- 
fill works. The hiftory of a 
crucifix bleeding, when pierced 
by the Jews of Berytus, is a mean 
performance ; Baronius attri- 
butes it to one Athanafius of 
Syria. The Creed which bears 
the name of St. Athanafius can 
only defer vc that title, becaufe it 
explains the myflery of the Tri- 
nity which he expounded and 
maintained with fuel) zeal. It 
was compiled in Latin in the 
fifth century. Dr. Water! and 
hath made a learned collection 
of what feveral judicious cri ticks 
have written on this fubject, in 

hi') dill citation concerning this 
Creed. 
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took a journey into Paleftine in 326, though at that time near 
eighty years of age : and on her arrival at Jerufalem was in. 
fpired with a great defire to find the identical crofs on which 
Chrift had fufFered for our fins. But there was no mark or tra- 
dition, even amongft the chriftians, where it lay. The hea- 
thens, out of an averfion to chriftianity, had done what they 
could to conceal the place where our Saviour was buried. Thev 
had heaped upon it a great quantity of ftones and rubbifh, be- 
fides building ii temple to Venus - 9 that thofe, who came thither 
to adore him, might feem to pay their worfliip to a marble 
idol reprefenting this falfe deity. They had moreover eredted 
a ftatue of Jupiter in the place where our Saviour rofe from the 
dead, as we are informed by St. Jerom ; which figure conti- 
nued there from the emperour Adrian's time to Conftantine's. 
Helena, being willing to fpare no pains to compafs her pious 
defign, confulted all people at Jerufalem and near it, whom (he 
thought likely to afTiif. her in finding out the crofs ; and was 
credibly informed, that if fhe could find out the fepulchre, (he 
would likewife find the inftruments of the punifhment ; it being 
always the cuftom among the Jews to make a great hole near 
the place where the body of the criminal was buried, and to 
throw into it whatever belonged to his execution; looking 
upon all thefe things as deteilable objects, and which for that 
reafon ought to be removed out of fight. The pious cmpreft 
therefore ordered the profane buildings to be pulled down, the 
ftatues to be broken in pieces and the rubbifh to be removed; 
and upon digging to a great depth they difcovered the holy fe- 
pulchre, and near it three crofles, alio the nails which had 
pierced our Saviour's body and the title which had been fixed 
to his crofs. By this difcovcry they underftood that one of the 
three crofles was that which they were in quell: of, and that the 
other two belonged to the two malefactors between whom our 
Saviour had been crucified. But whereas the title was found 
fcparate from the crofs, a difficulty remained to diftinguifli 
which of the three was that on which our Divine Redccnwr 

con Aim mated his facrifice for the falvation of the world. In 
this perplexity the holy bifhop Macarius, knowing that one 01 
the principal ladies ol the city lay extremely ill, fuggeflcd to the 
cmprefs to caufe the three crollcs to be carried to the fick per* 
foil, not doubting but God would di/cover which was the ciolfc 
they fought for. 'J 'his being done, St. Macarius prayed that 
Qod would have regaid to their faith, and after his prayer ap- 
plied the crollcs fingJy to the patient, who was immediately 
and perfectly recovered by the touch of one of the three crollcs, 

tke other two having been tried without cflect(i). St. n c * 

leu* 
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Jena full of joy, for having found the treafure which ihe had fo 
earneftly fought and fo highly efteemed, built a church on the 
fpot, and lodged it there with great veneration, having pro- 
vided an extraordinary rich cafe for it. She afterwards cairied 
part of it to the emperour Conftantine then at Conffanti- 
uople, who received it with great veneration {a) ; another part 
fhe fent to Rome to be placed in the church which (lie buile 
there called, Of the holy crofs of Jcriifalemy where it remains 
to this day- The title was fent by St. Helena to the fame 
church, and repofited on the top of an arch, where it was found in 
■a cafe of lead, in i49 ? -j as may be read at length in Bozius (2). 
The inscription in Hebrew, Greek and Latin is in red letters, 
and the wood was whitened. Thus it was in 1492; but thefe 
colours are lince faded. Alfo the words "Jefus and fudceorum 
are eaten away. The board is nine, but mult have been twelve 
inches long (3) {b). 

The 



(2) Tr. deCruce, I. 1. c. 2. 
1, 3. c. 14. 

(a) It was out of a religious 
refpect to the facred inftrument 
of the death of Chrift that Con- 
ftantine in the twentieth year of 
his reign forbad the crofs to be 
ufed in the punifhment of ma- 
lcfaftors in any part of his do- 
minions ; which has been ob- 
fcrved ever fince throughout all 
Chriflcndom. 

(b) J he title kept at our La- 
dy's in Touloufe is an imitation 
of this ; but the infeription is 
in five, whereas in this it is in 
three lines. It was the cuitom 
of the Romans to caufe the 
crime, for which any one was 
condemned, to be written and 
carried before the criminal to 
the place of his pnnilhnient. 
Thus Suetonius fpcaking of a 
criminal fays : (in Caligula c. 
3H.) " The title which declared 
44 the caule of the punifhment 
"being carried before him" 
i)io fpcaking of another lay s : 
(h. 54.) *« Willi the title in writ- 
*ng which declared the caufe of 



(3) See Lipfius de Cruce, 

his death." And St. Attalus the 
martyr at Lyons, " was led 
*' about the amphitheatre with 
" a tablet borne before him, on 
" which it was written : This is 
" Attalus the chriftian," as is re- 
lated by Eufebius, (hid. b. 5. c. 
1.) Purfuanc to this Roman 
cullom, Pilate ordered the title, 
exprefTive of the caufe of our 
Saviour's crucifixion, to be car- 
ried before him to the place of 
execution, as well as to be af- 
fixed to the crofs. Hut though, 
he meant it to fignify his having 
brought this punifhment upon 
himfclf, for having afpired to the 
fovcrctgn power ; w yor, by a par- 
ticular direction of divine pro- 
vidence (as is defcribed by St. 
Prudentius in elegant verfe, 
Apoth. adv. gentes, v 381 ) it 
in fact proclaimed him to Jews, 
Greek;; and Romans what he 
really was. their true K ing, that 
they might read, and reverence 
him as inch. While the male- 
factor hung bleeding on the 

T a crols. 
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The main part of- the crofs St. Helena inclofed in a fil ver 
flirine, and committed it to the care of St. Macarius, that it 
might be delivered down to polterity, as an object of venera, 

tioii, 

cafe, to pope Innocent VJJJ 
ding that the point was i n 
the pofiefiion of the king 0 : 
France. 

The crown of thorn waj 
given by the emperour Laldwin 
II. to Sc. Lewis as to his coufin, 
and great benefactor, became the 
city of Conflantinople was no 
longer a place of fecurity, being 
forely pre/led by the Saracens 
and Greeks ; alfo in gratitude 
for his extraordinary contribu- 
tions to the defence of the ea- 
Hern empire and the holy places. 
St.- # JL«ewis afterwards in requital 
voluntarily paid off a loan which 
that empire had borrowed fiom 
the Venetians. William of 
Nangis. Vincent of Ueauvais, 
and other French hiilorians of 
that time relate, how this facred 
treafure was with great devotion 
carried in a fealed cafe by ho- 
ly religions men, by the way of 
Venice into France. St Lewis, 
with the queen mother, his bio 
thers and many prelates and 
princes met it live leagues be- 
yond Sens. The pious k;ng and 
.Robert of Artois, liis icconJ 
brother, being barefoot and in 
their fhirts, carried it into that 
city to the cathedral of St. vStc- 
phen, accompanied by a nume- 
rous proceflion, bathed in tw.b 
which the feniiments of ju.ui- 
fiile and religion drew fiom ih*'ir 
eyes. } t was thence con vcyed to 
Paris, where it was received with 
extraordinary folcmnitv. St. 
Lewis built the Holy Chapel, as 
it is called, for its reception, 
and annexed thereto a rii h 
dation of a chapter of caafiu. 

lie aftcrwauls received h<>in 

ton- 



er o fs , it was ufual by means of 
a fpunge to apply vinegar to his 
wounds, that by its aftringent 
quality it might ferve to itaunch 
the blood in iome degree, and 
prevent the criminal being put 
out of his pain by death iooner 
than was intended 'i he holy 
fpzwgc which ferved for this pur- 
pofe at our Lord's crucifixion, is 
ihewn at Rome in the church of 
St. John Lateran tinged with 
blood, and held in great venera- 
tion. 'J 'he holy lance which 
opened his facred fide is kept at 
Ivome, but wants the point. 
Andrew of Crete fays (de exalt. 
Cruris) that ic was buried toge- 
ther with the crofs. At leait 
St Gregory of Tours (). de gl. 
mart. c. 17.) and venerable liede 
(de loc. fancl. c. 2.) tellify, that 
in their time it was kept at Je- 
rufalem. For /car cf the Sara 
Cens it was buried privately at 
Antioch : in winch city it was 
found in 1098, under ground, 
and wrought many miracles, as 
Robert the monk ^hiil. liieros. 
J. 7.) and many cyewitneiies 
teftify. It was carried full to 
Jerufalem, and foon after to 
Conilantinople. 'Fhe emperour 
Baldwin Jl. fent the point of it 
to Venice by way of pledge for a 
loan of money. St. Lewis, king 
of France, redeemed this relick, 
by paying off the inm it lay in 
pledge for, and caufed it to he 
conveyed to J 'an'::, where it is 

iiill kept in the Holy Chapel. 
'Fhe ieil of the lance remained 
at Uonllantinople alter the Turks 
had taken that city, till in 1492, 
the ful tan Knjav.et fent it by an 

ciwbaifadour, in a rich beautiful 
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tiom It was accordingly kept with Angular care ancl refpedT: in 
the magnificent church which fhe and her Ton built in Jerufa- 
lem. See tne ^ ves °f St. Cyril of Jerufalem, St. Porphyrias of 

Gaza., 



Conftantinople the large portion 
of the crofs which St. Helena 
had fent thither to her fon, and 
other precious relicks with which 
fhe enriched the fame place. 
Some thorns have been diltri- 
buted from this treafure to other 
churches; and fome have been 
made in imitation of them. 
They are ufually very long. 

The nails with which Chrift 
was fattened on the crofs have 
been imitated by alike devonian. 
Calvin pretends to reckon four- 
teen or fifteen held for ge- 
nuine, but names feveral never 
heard of but by himfelf, as 
that of St. Helena in Rome ; 
for this is the fame church with 
that of the holy crofs ; one ac 
Sienna; one at Venice; one in 
the church of the Carmelites in 
Paris; one in the Holy Chapel ; 
one at Draguignan : and nobody 
knows where the village of To 
naille is, where he places ano- 
ther. Some multiplication of 
"thefc nails has fprung from the 
filings of that precious relick put 
into another nail made lil^c it, 
or at lealt from like nails which 
have touched it. The true nail 
kept at Rome in the church of 
the Holy Crofs, has been mani- 
felUv filed, and is now without 
a point, as may be feen in all 
pictures of it. St Charles iJor- 

roma:o, a prelate moil rigorous 
in the approbation of 1 clicks, 
had many nails made like ano- 
ther which is kept at Milan, and 
dillributcd them, after they had 
toiirlved the holy nail. He gave 
a 1 click to king Philip II. 
'J kefe ate all like lhato! Rome, 

81. Gregory thy Great and other 



ancient popes fent rafpings of 
the chains of St. Peter as relicks, 
and fometim.es put lomcching of 
them into other chains made lik^j 
them. £V Honore de fainte Ma- 
rie, a judicious critick, relates 
a late authentick miracle per- 
formed by a heart* made of faf- 
fety in refemb lance of the heart 
of St. ' herefa, As to the true 
nails, St Helena threw one into 
the Mediterranean fea to lay a 
violent ftorm in which fhe was 
in danger of perifhing, and ac- 
cording to St Gregory of Tours, 
it immediately ceafed. St. Am- 
broie (de ob. Thecd. n. 47.) and 
others teliify, that' her fon Coa- 
ftamine the Great fixed one in a 
rich diadem of pea? Is which he 
wore on the moil foJemn oc- 
cartons ; and that for a pro- 
tection in his wars and dangers 
he fet another in a coiliy bridle 
which he ufed ; St. Gregory of 
Tours fays, that two were em- 
ployed in it. Jt leems moll pro- 
bable that there were four nails 
and that the feet were /aliened 
with two nails apart, and not 
acrofs with one. The Roman* 
fixed little broad piece of wood 

on the cro ilcs of malefactors for? 

the feet to roll up;m. as L'liny 

mention^. See Lij uu;., Ou ihs 
CY./j. 

The pilar at whi"h onr I.Oni 
wasfcourged, was ancient!}' hep.: 
at (erulalem with oi'hei holy je- 
licks on Mount iSion, :c. i.-. nieu- 
tioned by Sr. L.regory Nr/i.m- 
y.cti (Or. 1. in Julian.) Si. fari- 
linus (ep. 3. j ) Sc. Grej./ny ok' 
Tours, (1. 1. de g'or. man. c. 
7.) Ven. llede, (de loris (ancli 
C. 3 ) St. rrudeuliu'i, and Sc. 
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Gaza &c. St. Paulinus in his epiftle to Severus(4), relates 
that though chips were almoft daily cut off from it, and given 
to devout perfons, yet the facred wood fufrered thereby nodi- 
rninution. It is affirmed by St. Cyril of Jerufalem (5) twenty, 
five years after the difcovery, that the pieces of the crofs were 
fpread all over the earth : he compares this wonder to the mi. 
raculous feeding of 5000 men as recorded in the gofpel. Read 
Gretzer On the Crofs, The (lately church which Conftamine 
the Great built at Jerufalem, the rich ornaments of which are 
mentioned by Eufebius (6), was called the Bo/Hick of i he Holy 
Crofs, bccaufe it poiTefTed this precious treafure ; the keeper 
of which was always a venerable prieft. It was (hewn pub- 
lickly to the people at Eafter. The fame was alfo callul the 
church of the fepulchre^ or of the r efar reft ion \ though this was 
properly only the title of the holy chapel in it which flood over 
the fepulcbre, or cavern in which our Saviour was buried 
which was in the garden adjoining to Mount Calvary 5 fo that 
this great church covered the fepulchre, and was extended fo 
far on Mount Calvary as alfo to include the rock Gol- 
gotha, and the very place where the crofs of Chrift flood 
at his crucifixion. This extenfive building was inclofed 
within the walls of Jerufalem when that city was rebuilt. 
Conftantine alfo built a church upon Mount Olivet, over the 
fpot from which our Saviour afcended into heaven. This place 
was venerated by chriflians from the very time of his death, as 
much as the fear of their enemies would permit. And this 
may account for the induflry of the pagans in filling up the 

fe- 



(5) Cat. 4. 10, and 13. 



(6) Vit. 



(4) Ep. 12. 

Conltant. I. 3. 

Jcrom. It is fhewn at Rome 
through iron rails in a little cha- 
pel in the church of St. P raxed cs. 
Over the chapel it ib written that 
cardinal John Column a, npo- 
ftoliek legale in the Eaft under 
pope lionorius III brought it 
thither, in the year 1223 The 
pillar is of grey, or blade and 
white marble, one foot and a 
half lon^;, and one foot diame- 
ter at the bottom, and eight 
inches at the top, where is an 
iron-ring to which criminals were 
tied home think it is only the 
upper part of that which St. 
Jcrom mentions : but there ap- 



pear no marks of a frnfture. 

The Jews fco urged criminals firlt 
on the back ; then often on the 
belly, and alio on both fides: 
which feems to have likcwife 
been the Roman cuilom. 

The blood of Chrifl which is 
kept in fome places, of which 
the moll famous is that at Man- 
tua, feems to be what lias toinc- 
tinies iflucd from the miraculous 
bleeding of fome crucifix when 
pierced in derifion by Jews or pa- 
gans, injlances of winch an; re- 
corded in auchentick lull 0111 ' 5. 

See Sc. Thomas. (3 p $4* x, u 
ad 3 & quodl. 5. a. 5.; 
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' fepulchre or cavern with fiones, heaping rubbifli over it to a 
confiderable height, and fetting up the moft infamous of their 
idols over it, that the cbriftians might feem to worfhip a Venus 
when they came hither to pay their homage to Jefus Chrift. 
We find xhzfeftival of the Invention or the diicovery of the Crofs 
folemnized in the Latin church ever fince the fifth or fixth cen- 
tury (c). The finding of the crofs by St. Helena happened in 
the year of our Lord 326, in the twenty -full: year of Con- 
ftantine's reign, the thirteenth of the pontificate of Sylvefter> 
and the firft after the council of Nice (d). 

The crofs was chofen by our dear Redeemer to be the glo- 
rious inftrument of his viclory and triumph over the devil and 
fin ; and by his death thereon he has purchafed for us redemp- 
tion, grace and glory. The crofs is his holy itandard under 
which all his followers fight his battles ; and, according to the 
holy fathers, will be borne before him in a triumphant manner, 
when he (hall come in glory to judge the world. The church 
profeflus a very high regard and veneration for this myfterious 
and falutary fign, giving it an honourable place in her churches, 
making frequent ufe of it in her holy offices, in the adminiftra- 
tion of the facraments, and on many other occafions ; in 
which particulars £he imitates the earlieft and pureft a^es of 

T 4 "chri- 
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(d) This hiftory of the difco- 
very of the crofs is related by 
St. Cyril of Jerufalem and feve- 
ral other authors above-mention- 
ed, who lived in the fame age. 
It is therefore matter of furpriie 
how James Bafnage could i'o far 
forget them as to fay, that Gre- 
gory of I ours is the fu ll of thole 
who have fpoken of it. (Hill, do 
Juifs. 1. 6. c. 14 feci. 10. p. 
12}.|) It is objected hy fome, 
that Eufebius makes no mention 
of it in his hiftory or life of 
Conllantine, though he dci'cribes 
at large the building of the 
church of the fcpulchie. 15 ut he 
u ollcn guilty, like Jofephus, of 
capital omilhons in his hiftory to 
thu great <li (appointment ot his 
readers. But whether this otnif- 
lkm in that place proceeded from 



careleflnefs or defign, as fro hi 
jealoufy or any other motive, his 
filence ought not to be of any 
weight again!} the pofitive tefti- 
monies of fo many unexception- 
able witneft'es. Iviontfaucon alfo 
takes notice, that Eufebius him- 
felf has clearly mentioned ihis 
miraculous event, in his com- 
ments on Pfalm lxxxvii. p. 549. 
where he fpeaks of miracle a 
wrought in his time near the 
fepulchre of Chrift, ai d of the 
church that was built there by 
St Helena. Nor can this paf- 
fage be any more fufpe£ted of 
having been foilled in by inter- 
polation, than that an omifliorL 
of this fact happened in his hi- 
llorical works by the fault of 
tranfciibeis. Nay a paragraph, 
might be more eafily patted ovec; 
by the fault of copiers. 
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chriftianity ( 7). It is the remark of St, Jerom, " that if the 
<c ark was held in fuch high veneration among the Jews 
" how much more ought the chriftians to refpecl .the wood of 
the crofs, whereon our Saviour offered himfeJf a bleeding 
46 victim for our fins ?" By devoutly refpecling the fign of the 
crofs we profcfs our faith in Chrift, who was crucified for us, 
we excite our hope in his merits, kindle his love in our breads, 
renew the remembrance of his facred death, and inflame our 
meditations on his adorable pafiion, in which we learn all vir- 
tue and all fpiritual knowledge. "What obedience are we here 
taught ? feeing Chrift himfelf learned obedience from thofc things 
which he fujfered (8). What love of God and our neighbour? 
feeing Jcfus has fprinklcd his crofs with his blood to feal his 
new alliance of charity, and to inculcate his own law and a 
new commandment. - What patience do we here learn ? What 
xneeknefs and humility, the two things which Jcfus commands 
us particularly to learn of him. And it is on the crofs and in 
his facred palfion that he has principally fet us the molt moving 
example, and p relied upon us the moft endearing precepts of 
ihefe virtues. Whence, afhduous meditation on the fufraings 
of Chrift is the great fchool of chriftian perfection. All the 
faints found in it their comfort and their joy ; in it they con- 
tinually feaftcd their fouls with the moft fwect fruits of love 
and devotion : in it they learned to die perfectly to thcm/clvcs, 
and entered into the fentiments of Chrift crucified (9) : here ihey 

ftirred up their fouls to perfect compunction 5 and placing them- 
felves. in fpirit under the crofs of their Divine Redeemer, they 
ofFered their tears and earneft fupplications to the Father, through 
the Son who made himfelf our facrifice on tin's tree: 1 l.uwe 
feated my ft If wider the flwk of him whom I dtfred and his J nut 
ivas Jived to my ptdate (10), Where did St. Bernard learn his 
eminent fphit of devotion but in the meditation on Cluift's 
fuftcrings ? Where did the glorious St. Auflin glean his I'piri- 
tua! feicnev but, as he himfelf tells us, in the wounds oi his 
Redeemer? Jt was ;n them that the admirable St. Francis con- 



ceived his feraphick ardours. St. '.Thomas Aquinas fhuliec 
facred feience and virtue, in the hook of the crofs, and a I way 3 
had recourfe to God at the foot of the crucifix. " St. Jjona- 
cc venture feems, fays St. Francis of Sales, when he writes the 
<c fpiritual breathings of his heait, all inflamed with love ; to 
<c have no other paper than the ciofs, no other pen than the 
cc lance, no other ink than what is clipped in the precious hl<w! 

of Chrift. With what feeling fentiments did he cry out ? h 

<l is 



(7) See Tort, de coron. militia. (8) llcbr. v. S. 
ii. 5. ( 1 o) Cant. ii. 3. 
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« is good always to abide in fpirit before the crofs. Let us 
*' make to ourfelves three tabernacles in the wounds of our 
» crucified Redeemer, one in his feet, another in his hands, 
« a third in his facred fide. Kere will I reft ; here will I 
"watch; here will I read; here will I converi'e (i St. 
Paul, who was very learned, efteemed all his' other lcience 
as nothing, and looked on the knowledge of Jefus Chrift: eru- 
cified as his only learning. / judged not my f elf to know any thing 
among you but Jefus Chrift ^ and him crucified (12). By being in- 
itructed in this my fiery, and having the fentiments or Chrifl 
crucified deeply imprefled upon his heart, he knew all that lie 
wifhed to know : it was his only folicitude and defire daily to 
improve himfelf in this one fcience (#). The fame apoftle, in 
the tranfport of his ardent love of the crofs, cried out : God 
forbid that I Jhould glory, fave in the crofs of our Lord Jefus 
Qhrijl (13). To glory in a thing is to love it, to effceem 
ir, lo place in it our greatnefs and happinefs. " Every 
" one glories in thofe things in which he places his greatnefs,** 
as St. Thomas fays. The facred paflion of Chrift is the folirce 
of all our happinefs and good, and the perfect model and fchool 
of all virtue. If it be the tender object of our devotion, if 
we love, and defire always to meditate on our Redeemer cru- 
cified for us, the facred inftrument of his triumph, the enflgn 
and trophy of his precious vicSiory, and the principal emblem of 
his fufterings which it reprefents to us, and llrongly paints 
before our eyes, muft be always dear and moll amiable to us, 

■ On the fame DAY 

Jit. .Alexander, Pope, M. He fucceeded Sr. Evarillus, in ico, 
and held the holy fee ten years, but not complete He died in. 
"'It and is ranked among the martyrs in the canon of the inahY. 
iNotwithlbinding the filencc of St iven.ius, we alio find him ilylecl 
a jnartyi in the iacrarnentary of St. Gregory the Great, in the an- 
cient calendar of Pronto, and unanimoufly in oilier many rolc-jMes 
winch join with him two companions, Kvencius and Theodnlus, who 
ii.ilei'ed with him, or at leait about the lame Lime of hi-, happy 
dc.ulu The bodies of bS. Alexander, Kveniius and • ThcoUulua 
Wvie riUeneu on the Nomentan road, bntweic iranflaud into the 
dancW of St. Sabina, which now belongs to a &rcac convent of 
Dominican friars. St. Juvenal, the fir 11 biihop of Narni hi Urn- 
Ij'i.i, who died in peace about the year 367, ii> commemojated m die 

Roman 

00 S. Honav. 1. de Vita Chrifli. (12) 1 Cor. ii. 2 . 

(*3) Cial. vi. 14. 

V*) titji hoc fi hint /lit hat, nihil t ft quod wfciihat. M.ignum (ft Jc'ut 
, >,um uuiijixum, S. Aug Set 111. iOi. 11. 3. 
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Roman Breviary on the fame day. He is Qyled a martyr by "i 
Gregory the Great. (Horn. 57. in Evang. & Dial. I. 4. c. i 2 ,| 
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St. MONICA, Widow. 

From St, Attftiris works > colic Si cd by Tillemont^ T. 8. p. 455. 

A. D. 387. 

TH E church Is doubly indebted, under God, to the faint 
of this day, namely, for the birth, and ftill more fofor 
the converiion of the great St. Auftin ; who was more be- 
holden to St. Monica for his fpiritual life by grace, than for his 
corporal life by his birth and education. She was born in 
332, in a pious family, and early inftrucled in the fear of 
God. She often profeiled her fingular obligations to a virtuous 
difcreet maid fervant, whom her parents entruftcd with 
the education of their children, and who inflilled into them 
maxims of piety, retrained the leaft fallies of their paf- 
fions, and by her prudence, words and example infpired them 
with an early fenfe and love of every duty. She was fo ftiia 
in regard to her charge, that bcfides making them obfervc great 
temperance in their meals, flie would not allow them to drink 
even water at any other times, how great third: foever the/ 
might pretend. She ufed to fay : " You arc now for drinking 
*' water, but when you come to be miftrefles of the cellar, 
u water will be defpifed, but the habit of drinking will (lick 
* c by you." Notwithstanding the prudent caie of this tu- 
tore ft, the young Monica contra6icd infenfibly an inclination 
to wine : and when fhe was font by her parents, who were 
ilrangers to it, to draw wine for the ufc of the fami- 
ly, in taking the liquor out with a cup, {he would put 
lips to it and lip a little. This flic did at Jird, not out of any 
intemperate lu/ting after liquor, but from nicer youth anil 
levity. However, by adding to this little every day a lj tl l fl 
more, flic overcame the original reluctance /he had to wine, 
and drank whole cups of it with pleafure, as it came in her 

way. This was a molt dangerous intemperance though it never 
J 0 pro- 
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vproceeded to any confiderable excefs {a). God watched 
lover his fervant to correft her of it, and made ufe of a 
Vervant maid as his inftrument ; who having obferved it in 
her young miftrefs by following her into the cellar, words 
ariTing one day between them, (he reproached her with it, 
calling her a wine-bibber. This affected Monica in fuch a 
manner, that, entering ferioufly into herfelf, fhe acknowledged, 
condemned and from that moment entirely corrected her fault. 
She after this received baptifm, from which time (he lived al- 
ways in fuch a manner, that fhe was an odour of edification 
to all who knew her. 

As foon as marriageable, fhe was difpofed of to one Patri- 
tius, a citizen of Tagafte, a man of honour and probity but 
an idolater. She obeyed and ferved him as her matter, and 
laboured to gain him to God ; though the chief argument fhe 
ufeJ, whereby to reclaim him from his vices was the fan£Hty of 
her conducl: enforced by an obliging affectionate behaviour, by 
which fhe commanded his love, refpe£r. and efteem. She had 
by him two fons, Auftin and Navigius, and one daughter. She 
tolerated the injuries done by him to her marriage-bed in fuch 
manner as never to make him the leaft bitter reproach on that 
fubjecl:. As on the one fide he was very good-natured and lov- 
ing, fo on the other, he was hafty and cholerick. Monica never 
thwarted him by the leaft aclion or word whilft fhe faw him in 
anger ; but when the fit was over and he was calm, (he mild- 
ly gave him her reafons and an account of her actions. When 
flic faw other wives bearing the marks of their hufbands anger 
on their disfigured faces, and heard them blaming their rough- 
nefs of temper or debaucheries, Ihe would anlwer them : 
u Lay the blame rather on yourfelves and your tongues." Her 
example alone was a fiifEcicnt proof ; for notwithstanding the 

paf- 



(<?) It is a notorious miftake 
and mifreprcfentation, to call 
this fault the crime of drunken- 
nefs, though fuch a habit infen- 
ftbly paves the way to the utmoft 
execiies: and this danger of a 
faint ought to bo a powerful 
warning to deter all perfons, es- 
pecially (vrvants and young peo- 
ple, from a like cuiloin of 
"pping, how infignificant and tii- 
jling iocver the lu ll iteps towards 
it may appear. If Monica was 
awakened before (he was brought 
to the brink of tho precipice, 



this was the effect of a fingular 
grace ; and where fhe repented 
thoufands perifh, and regard lefs of 
every evil pre fen t and future, 
become the murderers of their 
bodies, their reafon, the fortunes 
of their family and their immor- 
tal fouls. This deftroying evil 
arifes from final) beginnings ne- 
glected. See Doin Martennc 
in his learned and judicious note 
on thispaflage in the late French 
transition of the Confcllions of 
St. Auitin. 
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paffionate temper of her hufband, it was never known that he 
ever ftruck her, or that they bad ever, for fo much as one 
day, entertained any domefhck diflenfion ; becaufe Che boreal! 
his falJies with patience and in filence, made no other return 
but that of a greater obfequioufnefe, and waited an opportunity 
to make him fenfible of his miftake when that was neccfliry, 
And as many as followed her advice in this refpecl toward 
their hufbands, rejoiced in the experience of the comfort ard 
advantages which accrued to them from their patience and com- 
plaifance; while thofe that did not follow it continued flill fa 
their vexations and fufferings. One of the happy fruits Moni- 
ca reaped from her patience was her hufband's convcrfion to 
Chrift 5 who thereupon became chaftc, and faithful in all the 
duties of a good chriflian : he died the year after he had been 
baptized. By mildnefs fee alfo gained, both to her own intereft 
and to Chrift, her froward mother-in-law. Our faint had an ex- 
cellent talent at making peace among neighbours, when any jail- 
ing out had happened among them : on which occafion?, fuch 
was the energy and the fpirit of tender charity with which flic 
• delivered herfelf, that flie feemed inftru&ed by her interior 
Mailer in what fhe faid. It was her great delight to fervcthc 
poor fupplying their wants with chearfulnefs and liberality. Sh: 
ailifted daily at the holy oblation of the altar, and never failed 
to go to church twice a day, morning and night, to afliftatpub- 
jick prayer and the difpenfation of the divine word, having 
eternity always in her thought. She ftudied to imitate the 
actions of the faints who were in pofleflion of immortal blifs: 
and full of confidence in their intercemon fhe often vifitcd the 
tombs of the martyrs. She (i) well knew that, in mam rs re- 
lating to religion and a chriflian life, nothing fhoukl be looked 
upon as trifling and infignificant ; and that the Icaft actions 
become great when done for God, and with great fervour. Her 
exercifes of piety did not hinder her attention in watching over 
the education of her children, in which God Almighty gave 
her great occafion of merit and fuftering, particularly in Au- 
ftin, that he might more amply crown her care in the end, 
He was born in November 354. As he grew up fhe endca- 
vouictl continually to inftil into him fentiments ol piety: M 
fell into an unperceived paflion and immoderate dqfirc that he 
fhoukl excel in learning ; though ihe flattered heifelf that llic 
regarded this only as a means whereof he might one day mau 
a good ufc to the honour of God. Her hufband earned ly tie- 
fued the fame thing, becaufe he looked upon it ay the grcate 

itep whereby his ton .could raife himfdf in the world, hi ' 
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infancy hhe had ranked him among the catechumens ; and one* 
^naniJlnefs all things were prepared for his baptifm, but it 
|vas deferred. 

I Patricius died about the year 371, Auftin, who was then 
rtlevcn years of age, ftiJI continued his ftudies at Carthage, 
Jjvhere, in 373, he was feduced by the Manichees and drawn 
into that herefy (2). Monica, being informed of his misfor- 
tune, grieved more bitterly fof his fpiritual death than worldly 
mothers do, when they fee their children carried to their graves ; 
nor would file fuffer him to live under the fame roof with her, 
or to eat at the fame table. " You have heard her vows, fays 
" St. Auftin, addrcfling himfelf to God, and you have not 
" defpifed her tears ; for fhe fhed torrents in your prefence in 
" all places where fhe offered to you her prayer. 5 ' His divine 
Majeiiy was pleafed to give her an aflurance that fhe was heard 
by a dream, in which fhe feemed to herfelf ftandinir on a rule 
p\ wood very forrowful ; and that a young man, fhining with 
ilight, aiked her the caufe of her grief, and bad her dry up her 
tears, faying: "Your fon is with you." Then calling her 
eyes towards the place he pointed at, flie faw Auftin franding 
; on the rule with her. She told her fon this dream, and upon 
ihis inferring from it that fhe fhould come over to his fenti- 
|ments in matters of religion : " No, faid fhe, it was not 
I" told me that I was with you, but that you was with me." 
jThis her quick anfwer made a great impreflion on her fon, 
(who after his converfion confidered it as a divine admonition, 
jShc was fo much comforted by it, that fhe again permitted him 
[to cat and live with her. This happened about the end of the 
•year 377 ; almoff. nine years before his converfion in Augufc 
[386. During all this time the holy widow continued 
|licr prayers for his converfion, and her fighs and tears, 
|Which nothing but his baptifm at Milan could dry up. 
[She engaged virtuous and learned prelates to fpeak to him. 
jUnc who had himfelf been brought up a Manichce, and had 
been converted by reading their own books, excufed himfelf, 
j laying : " The heart of the youth was yet too indocile, but 
;" that God's time would come." She urged him with the 
igkater importunity ; at laft the good old bifhop anfwered 
|her : u Go : continue to do as you do ; it is impofliblc that a 
; u child of fuch tears flioukl perifh which words fhe received 
jfo an oracle from heaven. Auftin was twenty-nine years old 
Wien he determined to go to Rome, with a view to tench rhc- 
»>Ji('k, She endeavoured to divert him from fuch a dclign, 
baling it might delay his converfion, and followed him to the 
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feafide, refolving, either to bring him back, or to bear him 
company into Italy. He feigned he had no intention to » 0 
that he might rid himfelf of her importunity. But while & 
pafled the night in a chapel of St. Cyprian in the neighbour* 
hood, he fecretly fer out. " I deceived her with a lie, fays 
St. Auftin, while {he was weeping and praying for me: and 
€t what did fhe afk of you, my God, but that you would not 
<s fuffer me to fail away ? But you gracioully heard her main 
€c defire, namely, that I might be engaged in your fervice, and 
* c refufed to grant what fhe alked then, in order to give what 
4t {he always afked." Next morning coming to the feafide 
and finding him gone, fhe was feized with a grief not to be 
expreffed. God by this extreme affliction would punifh her 
too human tendernefs ; and his wifdom fuffered her Ton to be 
carried by his paflions to the place where he had decreed to 
heal them. 

Upon his arrival at Rome, he fell dangeroufly fick ; and he 
attributes his recovery to the prayers of his mother, though (he 
did not then know his fituation : out of a favourable regard to 
whofe petitions God would not cut him off in his impenitence, 
From Rome he went to teach rhetorick at Milan in 384, and be- 
ing convinced by St. Ambrofe of the errours of his fe£t renounced 
that herefy, yet without being fixed in the truth ; continuing 
his fearch after it in a fluctuating ftate of mind. Monicafollow- 
ed him, and in a great ftorm at lea comforted the failors, affuring ; 
them, from a vifion, that they would certainly reach the port, 
Finding him at Milan, Hie learned from his own mouth that he 
was nolongeraManichec : but me redoubled her tears and prayers 
to God to obtain his thorough convcrfion. She refpecT:ed St. 
Ambrofe as the fpiritual phyfician of his foul ; and was herfelf 
wonderfully delighted with hearing his folid and beautiful dif- 
courfes. St. Ambrofe forbid at Milan the cufiom of carrying 
bread and wine to the tombs of the martyrs 5 and Monica, go- 
ing thither with her offerings, was flopped by the porter: and 
beinm informed that the cuitom had been forbid, flic was more 
ready to condemn the practice in the fimplicity of ohedience, 
than to enquire into the reafons of the prohibition. She there- 
fore was content to carry to thole holy places a heart lull 
of pure and religious difpofitions, referving her alms for other 
occafions. To fatisfy her fcruplc, St. Anil in confuted St Am- 
brofe on the fair of the Saturday. She had been ufcd to keep 
fair on that clay according to the cuftom of the church of la*- 
gafte, which was alio that of Rome, but at Milan this fall wtf 
not obftTVed. She was therefore in doubt what flic ought to do. 
The anfvver of St. Ambrofe, taken into the canon law, wa<'' 
" When I am here, i do nut fait on ihv Saturday s butUf ] 
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h when I am in Rome ; do you the fame, and follow always 1 
< the cuftom and difcipline of the churches where you are 
^rhich precept fhe obeyed. She had the joy to fee St. Auftin 
leer feebly converted in Auguft 386. She had contrived a good 
inatch for him which might be a bar againft any relapfe into 
:his former diforders, but underftood from him, with great fatis- 
fa£lion, that he was refolved to embrace a ftate of perpetual 
continency. When the vacation of the fchools, during the 
vintage came on, St. Auftin retired with his friends to a coun- 
try houfe. His mother accompanied them, and had a great 
ifhare in their learned entertainments in which me, by her 
natural genius and conftant converfation with God, (hewed an 
extraordinary penetration and judgment. St. Auftin has pre- 
ferved many of her ingenious and pious reflections ; the rirft 
he fometimes compares with the flneft ftrokes of Tully and 

Hortenfius, in his books On order, and in that On a happy life* 
St. Auftin was baptized at Eafter, in 387, with fome of his 
: friends, with whom he continued to live fome time. St. Mo- 
nica took as much care of them all as if they had been her 
children, and paid them all a deference as if each of them had 
been her father. They all fet out together for Africa ; but loft 
; St. Monica on the road, who fell ftck and died at Oftia, where 
\ they were to embark. Before her illnefs, converfing there with 
I her fon Auftin concerning eternal happinefs, and the contempt 
f of this world, fhe faid to him : " Son, there is nothing now 
' <c in this life that affords me any delight. What have I to do 
here any longer, or why I am here, I know not ; all my 
hopes in this world being now at an end. The only thing 
44 lor which I defired to live was that I might fee you a catho- 
44 lick and child of heaven. God has done much more, in 
" that I fee you now defpifing all earthly felicity, and entirely 
44 devoted to his ferviee. What further bufinefs then have I 
here?" Another day entertaining hcrfelf with her friends in 
the fame place fhe fpoke fo well on the happinefs of death as 
much furprifed them : and being alkcd if (he was not afraid to 
be buried in a place fo far from her own country, flic an- 
fvvcrecl: "Nothing is far oft* from God. Neither, do I need 
J " to fear that God will not find my body to raifc it with the 
44 reft." Hvc days after this Ihe was feized with a lever ; and 
one tlay being worfe than ordinary ihe fwooned away, and was 
•or a little while mfcniiblc (3). Her two fons ran to her. When 
flu: came to hcrfelf awaking as it were out of a profound fleep, 
Hie laid to them : " Here you lhall bury your mother." Au- 
ltood filent, Navigius wiihed that ihe might not die abroad, 

but 

(3) Sc. Auv\ Cone. I. 9. c. 11, \?„ 13. 
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but in her own country : but fhe, checking him with her eyes, I 
faid to them : " Lay this body any where; be not concerned I 
<e about that. The only thing I afk of you both is, that you ] 

<c make remembrance of me at the altar of the Lord where- 1 
« c foever you are (c)" Her diftemper growing ftronger upon 
her ihe fuffered much, and on the ninth day of her Tllnefs jJ 
the firty-lixth year of her age, and of our Lord 387, that re- 1 
ligious and pious foul was Jooied from the body. St. Auftin 
doled her eyes 5 and though his grief was extreme, retrained 
his tears and thofe of his fon Adeodatus, thinking that weeping 
did not become the funeral of her, who neither died mifcrably, 
nor at all as to her principal and better part. The corpfe was 
carried to the church, and when it was fet down by the giave 
according to the cuftom of the place, the facrifice of our ran- 
dom was offered for her. St. Auftin had hitherto held in his 
tears ; but calling to mind, when alone, her holy and pious con- 
verfation towards God, and her tender and affe£tionate love 
and care of her children, of which he was fo fuddenly depmed 
he gave free fcope to his tears. He adds : tc If any one think j 
* c it a fin that I thus wept for my mother fome fmall part of an j 
<c hour; and a mother who many years had wept for me that j 
<c I might live to thy eyes, O Lord : let him not de- 
•* ride me for it; but rather, if his charity be great, let him 
" weep alfo for my fins before thee." He prays for her in his ; 
Confcfiions, and befeechesGod to infpire all who fh all read his 
book, to remember at the altar Monica and Patricius. He fays: 
cc I pray for the fins of my mother : hear me by the remedy 
c6 of our wounds, who hung on the crofs, and fitting on the 
«< right-hand intercedes for us. I know file fhewed mercy, 
« tf and forgave from her heart all debtors : forgive her alio her 
" debts." Her body was tranfiated to Rome in 1430, under 
pope Martin V. and is faid to remain there in the church of 
St. Auftin. Some think this to be the body of St. Prima; and 

that the remains of St. Monica arc kept at Arouaifc, a con- 
vent 

(<*) Ttttitum ill in! <vos t'ogo, ut ad 
Domini a/tare int mineritis mei ubi 
fueritis. Con/'. I. g. c. II. 

(d) Nunc pro pet cat is mains de- 
forceor te : ex audi me per mcdici- 
nam *i>ulnnum n(J}*ortim qua- pe- 
f end it in ligno % et Jed, ns ad dexte- 
ratn tftam te interpeliat pro nobis. 
Scio mifertcorditer { per atom t it t'x 
torde dimijiffr debit a dehitoi thus fit is : 
ditnitte Mi debit a juu> fi qua con- 
traxii per tot asmos pjl aquam /a- 



lutis. Dimitte, Domine t fdmttti 
obficro ; ?ie int res cum ai i" j u >"' 
citun ; promt fi/H tniferhoriUhm ni- 
frricordiam % fcfr. 'Hon if a />'>"»' 
davit nobis, Jed tanttwim<"to m* 
mot iarn Jut ad a/tare ttium fu" 
fiderawit, cut mdlius diei t ,uVttr ' 
miffione feruivit, uttde Jliret Jij- 
prttfari vie/imam fanelam /"« <fr * 
letum eft cbirv^rapbum q'tod f'rf 

(ontrarium nobis. Coin. 1. '> l * 
1 
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vent of regular canons near Bapaume, in Hainaulr, whence 
the head was tranflated to the church of St. Amatus in Douay* 
The Roman martyrology honours St. Monica on the fourth 
of May. 

On the fame DAY 

St. Godard, biiliop of Hildefheim, C. He was abbot of AI- 
taich in Germany, and reformed likewife the abbeys of Hersfeld 
in HelTe, of Tergenfee in the diocefe of Frifinguen, and of Chremf- 
muniler in that of Paifaw. In 1021, the epifcopal chair of Hil- 
deflieim falling vacant by the death of St. Bernward, St. Godard 
was compelled by St. Henry to cake upon him that paftoral charge. 
The relief of the poor both fpiritual and temporal was every where; 
the firit object of his attention. He died on the fourth of May 
io;S, and was canonzed by Innocent II. in 11 31. Many places in 
Germany acknowledge him patron, and fevera] bear his name. — • 
Sec his life by Wolfhert, his difciple, in the Acla Sanctorum, and 
in Mabillon : and more at large, with long hiflorics of miracles, 
among the writers of the hiftory of the molt illuflrious houfe of 
JBrunfwick-Hanovcr, T 2. p. 483. 
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St. PIUS V. Pope, C. 

See Touron, B. 28. T. 4. p. 306, 

A. D. 1572. 

U/TICHAEL GHISLERI, known afterwards by tli« 
iVX name of Pius V. vras born at liofco, a little town in 
ihe diocefc of Tortona, on the twenty-lcventh of January 
1504. He was defcended of a noble Bolognefe' family, hue 
conliderably reduced in its fplendour and fortunes. In his tej.i* 
der years the molt perfecl maxims of piety were inftilled into 
him, and he never fwcrved in the leaft from thofe principles 
during the whole courfc of his life. He ftudied grammar under 
the care of tbe Dominican friars at Voghcra ; and giving him- 
fclf up entirely to the molt fervent excrcifes of religion, took 
the habit of . that Order when he was only fifteen years of age. 
He was fcnftble that faint and languifhing endeavours never de- 
fcrve to find the incftimablc treafu re of true virtue, which they 
Vol. 11, U iukIci- 
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Undervalue ; they are fure to lofe ground, and at length to 
yield under the repeated afTaults of the enemy.: whereas f cr . 
v our breaks down all obftacles, in the purfuit of perfection, as 
*o many fhadows, and courageoufly marches on, reckoning ail 
labours the fweetefi: pleafures, and efteeming as nothing whatever 
*eads not to this great end. It was the young novice's holy am- 
bition to furpafs all others in humility, modefty, and the exercifes 
of mortification, obedience and devotion. In every thing he did. 
he fet no bounds to the ardour of his defires to pleafe God, and 
accomplish his holy will in the moft perfect: manner. Thus all 
his actions were perfect; facrifices of his heart, and the meancft 
were enhanced by the fervour of his intention- To his ftudies 
he joined afliduous prayer, watching, fafh'ng and the exercifes 
of penance and charity. After the uninterrupted fatigue of the 
day, it was his fweet refrefbment to pour forth his foul in tears 
and devout prayer or meditation, for feveral hours before the 
altar, or in his cell. Having prepared himfelf by a long and 
fervent retreat, he was ordained prieft at Genoa in 1528. He 
taught philofophy and divinity fixteen years, and was long em- 
ployed in inflructing the novices and in forming them to piety, 
and in governing different houfes of his Order : in all which 
offices, he laboured effectually to revive the fpirit of its holy 
founder. Pope Paul IV. in 1556, promoted him to the united 
biftiopricks of Nepi and Sutri in the ecclefiaftical ftate, not- 
withftanding the tears he fhed in endeavouring moft earneftly 
to decline that dignity. Under his care thefe diocefes foon ai- 
iumed a new face. In 1557, ne was created cardinal by the 
fame pope under the title of St. Mary upon the Minerva, 
though generally known by that of the Alexandrin cardinal from 
Alexandria, a city in Lombardy, a few miles diftant from 
the place of his birth. His dignities ferved to render his humi- 
lity and other virtues more confpicuous, but produced no al- 
teration in his furniture, tabic, fafts or devotions. Ho was 
moft fcrupuloufly cautious in the choice of his few neccf- 
iary domefticks, admitting hone but perfons of moft exem- 
plary piety, and he treated them as his children rather than as 
his fervants. Pope Paul IV. dying in 1559, he was fuccecdcJ 
by Pius IV. of the family of Medicis, who tranflatcd our 
good cardinal to the bifhoprick of Mondori in Piedmont, a 
church reduced by the wars to a deplorable and calamitous con- 
dition. The faint haftcned to his new flock ; and by his zea- 
lous exhortations and other endeavours rc-eftablifhed peace 
and union, reformed abufes, and reftorcd the fplendour of 
that church. But an order of his Holinefs recalled him to 
.Rome for the difpatcb of certain publick affairs of the church. 

When Pius IV. propofcJ to the faorcd college tbc promotion 



f 




s 



?: . St. Plus v. C: 

: p f prince Ferdinand of Medicis, only thirteen years old, to the 
; dignity of cardinal, our faint oppofed the motion with fuch 
vigour that the affair was dropt, and he made himfelf admired 
by the whole confiftory for his zeal and prudence. The cm- 
pcrour Maximilian II. wrote to pope Pius IV. to defire that 
priefts might be allowed to marry, as a means that might facilitate 
the return of the modern feclaries to the communion of the 
church. The whole facred college faw the inconveniences of 
fuch an abolition of the moft holy and ancient canons ; but 
none fpoke more vigouroufly againft it than our faint. Though 
charity will allow all condefcenfion that is poflible, here it feem- 
ed very unfeafonable on many accounts to abandon fo facred 
a fpiritual law ; and this in favour of men, who had {hewn no 
difpofition towards a. reconciliation with the catholick church, 
except flVe would give up many other points, not only of difci- 
plinc, but alfo of her faith and doctrine. 

Pope Pius IV. after a tedious illnefs expired in the arms of 
St. Charles Borromeus on the eighth of December 1565, hav- 
ing filled the chair almoft fix years. St. Charles, when he 
faw that the pious cardinal Sirlet, who was fir ft propofed, 
could not be cholen, united the fufFragcs of the conclave in 
favour of our faint, tcftifying an entire confidence in his vir- 
tue. All others applauded thb choice, except the pope elects 
who having in vain oppofed it by tears and intreaties, at 
length, for fear of refilling the call of God, gave his confent, 
on the feventh of January 1566, and took the name of Pius. 
The largefles, ufually beftowed by the popes, at their corona- 
tion, on the people of Rome, he converted into alms, to avoid 
the diforders of intemperance, &c. to which they are liable 
He accordingly directed the fums, ufually expended on fuch oc- 
casions, to be diftributed among the poor in the hofpitals arid 
ellewhere. He in like manner fent to the poorer convents in 
the city the thoufand crowns ufually employed in an enter- 
tainment for the cardinals, cmbailadours and lords who aflifteii 
at the ceremony. His firft care was to regulate his family in 
fuch a manner, that it might be a model of virtue, and he in- 
duced the cardinals to do the like in their refpedftve houfes* 
He forbad the publick exhibition of the fights of wild beafrs 3 
•is favouring too much of inhumanity; and publifiied very fc- 
vere regulations again ft excefles in taverns, and againii de- 
traction committed in publick ailemblies, and ic-cftablimed :i 
iin'dt obfervance and execution of the laws. J>y rigorous 
edicts he baniihed numbers of lewd women under pain of cor- 
poral punimmcnt, if found afterwards within the city : others* 
he confined to an obfeure part of Rome, under the fame pc- 
PaIt y *f they were fecn dfewherc. He publ tilled the Roman 
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catechifrrv and the decrees of the council of Trent, which he 
laboured ftrenuoufly to carry into immediate execution ; and 
»iade many other ufeful regulations, extending his folicitudc 
to every part of Chriftendom, particularly the eaftern miffions, 
He generoufly aflifled the knights of Malta when they were 
foefieged by the moft formidable armies of the Turks, and by 
h'\s liberalities enabled thern to repair their breaches after their 
victories, and to build the new impregnable city of Valette, m 

3556 The rebellions raifed in France under Charles IX, 

obliged 

that flrong fortrefs was taken by 
fiorm by the Saracens in 1291. 
From which time they refided in 
Cyprus till, in 1310, they gal- 
lantly took Rhodes from thofe 
infidels, and the year follow- 
ing defended it againft their fu- 
rious aflaults, being relieved by 
the feafonable fuccours brought 
by the brave Amedeus IV. 
count of Savoy. The Turks 
having vanquifhed the Saracens, 
and embraced their fuperih'tion ; 
and Mahomet II. having taken 
Conftantmople by ftorm, in 
1453, under Conftantinc Paleo- 
logus, the laft Grecian empe- 
rour, thefe knights became more 
than ever the bulwark of Chriften- 
dom. Under the conduct of the 
valiant grand mailer Aubufibn, 
in 1480, they bravely defended 
their ifle for two months againft 
the victorious army, of above 
100,000 men, of Mahomet II. 
the greateft warriour of all the 
Turkifh empcrours, who con- 
quered the two empires of Con- 
itantinoplc and Trcbizondc, 12 
kingdoms and 200 cities. But 
Solyman II. furnamcd the Mag- 
nificent, after a gallant defence 
made by the knights, rendered 
himfclf mailer of this ilrong for- 
trefs by the treachery of the 
chanccllour of the Order, in 
i^2z ; and the grand matter 
Villicra rJfle-Adam. after pro- 

dijries of valour, was obliged to 



{a) The knights of Malta, or 
of St John of Jerufalem were ori- 
ginally called knights hofpitallers, 
inflnuted by certain merchants 
of Amalphi, in the kingdom of 
]Naples, who trading in the Le- 
vant, obtained leave of the Ca- 
liph of the Saracens to build a 
houfe at Jerufalem for themielves 
and pilgrims, on paying an an- 
nual tribute. Soon after they 
founded a church in honour of 
St. John Baptift, with an hofpi- 
tal for fick pilgrims ; from which 
they took their name. The va- 
liant and moft pious prince God- 
frey of Bouillon who took Jeru- 
falem in 1 099, exceedingly fa- 
voured thefe hofpitallers, who in 
the reign of Baldwin I. king of 
Jerufalem in 1 1 04, added to 
their three religious vows, ano- 
ther by which they obliged 
themfclvcs to defend the pil- 
grims in the Holy Land from the 
infults of the Saracens. From 
that time they became a milita- 
ry Order of knights, and wore 
for their badge acrofs with eight 
.points. In 1187, Saladin, the 
Caliph of Syria and Kgypt, 
%v rolled Jerufalem for the laft 
time from the chriftians, after 
the kingdom of the Latins had 
maintained itfelf there eighty - 
anine year;;, under eight kings. 
The knights retired to Aeon or 
Acre, anciently called PtoJemais. 

on the fcacoail in i J alcflinc» till 



May 5 ; 

obliged him 
an d territory 



St. PIUS V. c. 

to exert his vigilance in protecting 
of Avignon againft the ftratagems of 
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the city 
Coligny. 
He 



The em- 
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feek a new retreat, 
perour Charles V. 
knights the ifle of Malta in 
1530. Solyman II. in 1566, 
bent the whole flrength of his 
empire againft this fmall ifland ; 
but after a vigorous fiege of 
four months his army was lhame- 
fully repulfed by the molt me- 
morable defence that is recorded 
in hiitory, under the conduct of 
the grand mailer John de Va- 
lette, aflifted by the munificence 
chiefly of pope Pius V. The 
Turks retreated with 80,000, 
when the grand matter had only 
6000. The knights of this Or- 
der are obliged to make proof 
of their being nobly defcended 
for four generations, both by the 
father and mother's fide, and 
upon their admiffion pay 250 
crowns in gold to the treafury 
of the Order. They make the 
three religious vows, confe- 
quently can never marry ; and 
add a fourth, never to makepeace 
with the infidels. They obferve 
certain conftitutions borrowed 
from the rule of the regular ca- 
nons of St. Auftin. Formerly 
tins Order confided of eight lan- 
guages or nations ; but the Eng- 
liQi which was the fixth, was ex- 
tinguifhed by king Henry VIII. 
Each language is divided into 
certain grand priories ; and eve- 
ry grand priory into feveral 
Comman dories. Servant-knights 
prove their nobility ; but not for 
four defcents. The chaplains 
mull alfo be of noble extraction. 
Pile Donna or Demi -Graff's s are 
not 11 r icily members of the bo- 
dy : may marry, and wear a 
gold crofs of throe branches ; 
thofc of the knights having four. 



The grand mailer is chofen by 
the priors. There are fervants 
of the office who are employed 
in the hofpitals. The chief end 
of this military Order is to de- 
fend the innocent, and protect 

and cover Chriilendom from ihe 
infults of the Mahometans ; ;n 

imitation of the Macchabees. 
who with the zeal of ir.aityi & de- 
fended the people of God in the 
old law. 

Raymund du Puy was the firft 
grand mailer after they com- 
menced knights. He drew up 
the flatutes of the Older, and 
died in 1160. Several fainrs, 
which this Older has produced 
are honoured at Malta ; on 
whom fee Le Mat two >»&e ;/■« 

chevalteri de Make, par M . 
Gouffancour, two tomes And 
as to its many great heroes, and 
the glorious milicaiy exploits at- 
chieved by them, read the hifio- 

ry of Malta by the inimitable 
Abbe Vertot 

The knights of MaUa are ob- 
liged, after their proichion, 10 
wear a white crofs or liar with 
eight points, fewed on the left 
fide of their cloak or coat. But 
before their vows they wear a 
gold crofs, with eight poiius, 
enamelled with white, hanging 
at a black ribband. The knights 
may defer their vows and lel- 
dom make them till fare of 
a Commandcry. 1 he languages 
of Malta now lubfillimv are 
called, of Provence, Auvcrgnc, 

Fiance, Jtaly, Arragon, Cur- 
many and Callille. Prance alone 

having three languages, it is the 

moll powerful in the Order. In 

Spain other military religious 

Orders ilourilh, at» thole o 
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He purged the ecclefiaftical ftate of affaffins and robbers, y 
rejected the perfidious propofal of one who offered to in vice the 
chief captain of the robbers to dinner, and then to deliver him 
up. His feverity, which was nece/Tary for the publick tranquility 
did not make him forget that mercy, wherever it can be allowed 
to take place, is to be the favourite inclination qf a difciplc 



\A2cantar& and Calatra<va, infli- 
tutcd upon the taking of thofe 
towns from the Moors ; they are 
fubjecr. to the Ciiicrcian rule, but 
the knights are not hindred by 
their vow from marrying once. In 
Portugal that of J<vis is like wife 
under the Cirtercinn rule : it was 
xe-eitabliihed after the victory 
of Evora, over the Moors, and 
confirmed by Innocent IV. in 
1234. 

The knights Templars t of 
whom we fom crimes make men- 
tion, were initituted by feven 
gentlemen at Jerufalem, in 1 1 1 8, 
to defend the holy places and 
pilgrims from the iniults of the 
Saracens, and keep the pailes 
free for fuch as undertook the 
voyage of the Holy Land. They 
took their name from the iirlt 
houfe which was given them by 
king Baldwin II. iituatcd near 
the place where anciently the 
temple of Solomon llooJ. By 
the liberality of princes, im- 
jncnfc riches iuddenly flowed 
into this Order, by which the 
knights were pulled up to a de- 
cree of hiiolence which rendered 
them infnppoi table even to the 
Icing* who had been their pro- 
tectors ; and Philip the Pair, 
Icing of bYancc, relolved to com- 
pais (heir min. The\' were ac- 
cufed of tiealons and confpira- 
cies wirh the infidels, and of 
ether enormous ciimes, which 

■ 

oecn finned the lupprrflion of tlie 
Older hy a tleciee of pope Cle- 
ment V. and the j;eneial council 

pi yicuiu'j in 1312. 'The year 
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following the grand mailer who 
was a Frenchman, was burnt at 
Paris, and feveral others f ufl-ered 
death, though they all with 
their Jaft breath protelted the; 
innocence as to the crimes th 
vvere laid to their charge. Thefc 
were certainly much exaggerated 
by their enemies, and doubtlcis 
many innocent men were in- 
volved with the guilty. A great 
part of their eftates was given to 
the knights of Rhodes or Malta. 

The Teutonick knights owe their 
eftablifhment to certain German 
gentlemen from Bremen and Lu- 
beck, at the fiege of Aeon or 
Acre in Palestine, who infUtuted 
this Order in. imitation of the 
knights Templars and Hofpitah 
lers. It was approved by Ca« 
lixtus IT. in 1192. The Ten- 
tonick knights conquered in 
1250, the infidels of Piuflia, 
whom the Polandcrs had not 
been able to fubduc, and l)iiiit 
the cities of Elbing, Marien- 
bourg, Thorn, Dantzick and 
Koningfberg. The Poles ilii- 
puted feveral of thefe territories 
with them. At length Albert, 
marquis of Ikandenbourg, grand 
mailer, embracing laitherauifm 
with feveral of tlie knightb, tjuil- 
led the tide of grand mailer, and 
drove the Older out of JYuilia 
which he left to the liouie ol 
i> rand en bour'- From which 
tin e the Order is reduced to a 
few poor Conunanderii ;.. and thtf 
giand mailer refides at Mart»en- 

theim or Maviendal in toauco- 
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of Chrift. A certain Spaniard had compofed a bitter and fe« 
ditious Pafquinade, filled with notorious ilanders againfthis Ho- 
iinefs, for which the magiftrate had conhTcated his eftate, and 
condemned him to death : but the pope granted him a free 
pardon with this mild requeft, that when he fhould fee him fall 
into any fault, he would admonifh him of it. By a bull dated 
the firft of October 1567, he condemned feveral erroneous 
propofitions afcribed to Michael Baius of Lovain, fome of 
which that doclor denied to have been advanced by him, others 
he with great humility retracted. To recompenfe the zeal of 
Cofmus of Medicis, duke of Florence, he granted him by a 
bull the title of Grand Duke, and crowned him as fuch at 
Rome in 1569, though the emperour refufed for fome time to 
acknowledge that new title. 

Notwithstanding his attention to the publick affairs, the good 
pope did not forget that the exercifes of an interiour life are 
the n jeans by which our fouls muft maintain and improve the 
fpirit of holy charity, and by it fanclify our exteriour actions. 
Prayer and holy meditation were his delight; for he well knew 
that the fire of charity will foon be extinguished in the heart 
unlefs it be continually nourifhed by new fuel. St. Pius joined 
to prayer afliduous mortification, and large alms. He often 
viiited the hofpitals, wafhed the feet of the poor, killed their 
ulcers, comforted them in their fufferings, and difpofed them 
for a chriftian death. He gave twenty thou fund crowns of 
gold to the hofpital of the Holy Ghofr, great and frequent 
charities to other hofpitals ; he founded a diftribution of dowries 
for the marriage of poor women, and made many moft ufeful 
pious foundations to perpetuate the honour of God, and the 
ialvation of fouls, particularly for the inftrudtion of youth in 
the chriftian dodtrinc, which he earneftly recommended to all 
pallors by an exprefs bull in 157 1. In the time of a great fa- 
mine in Rome he imported corn at his own ex pence from Si- 
cily and France to the value of above one hundred thoufand 
gold crowns ; a confiderablc part of winch he diitributed among 
the poor gratis, and fold the reft to the publick much under 
prime coft. Frugal in all things that regarded hicnfelf, he was 
enabled by his good economy to make many ufeful founda- 
tions for promoting virtue and religion, and to relieve the di- 
ftrcfled by incredible general alms-deeds, and publick bene- 
factions, excluhvely of the large daily demands winch particular 
charities made upon him. He was a great encourage 1 of 
learning and learned men > and to him the ichools are indebted 
tor the moft accurate edition of the woiks of St. Thomas 
Aquinas, which appeared in 1570. He wrote to queen Mary 

U 4 Btuan, 
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Stuart, in 1570, to comfort her during her long imprif on . 
merit fuffered for religion, 

Selimus II. emperour of the Turks, purfuing the ambitious 
and boundlefs defigns of his father Solyman, propofed riothin* 
]efs to himfelf than to overrun alJ Chriftendom with his arms* 
and to add all the weftern kingdoms to his empire. Thou»h 
he was himfelf an effeminate tyrant, enervated by drunken- 
riefs and debaucheries, he was long fuccefsful in his wars, bi 
%he conduct of veteran foldiers and experienced generals who had 
been trained up by his warlike father. Flufhed with vicTtorie^ 
and elated with pride, when Italy was afflicted with a famine, 
and the great arfenal of Venice had been lately almoft entirely 
deftroyed by a dreadful fire, he haughtily demanded of that re- 
publick the peaceable furrender of the iile of Cyprus by way 
of fatisfadHon for pretended injuries ; though in reality for the 
fake of its excellent wine, with which liquor he was extremely 
befotted, though forbidden by the alcoran, threatening that in 
cafe of refufal he would force it from them. Having all things 
in readinefs beforehand, the infidels immediately invaded the 
ifland, took Nicoiia by florm in 1570, after a liege of forty- 
eight days, and in 157 1, Famagufla by capitulation, after having 
battered that city with above 1,500,000 canon fhot, during a 
ilege of feventy- five days. Notwithftanding the articles of an 
Jionourable capitulation had been ratified by the moft foiemn 
oaths, the Bafhaw Mufrapha, by an unheard of treacherous 
perfidy, put to moil cruel deaths all the brave Venetian offi- 
cers of the place ; and caufed the valiant Venetian governour 
JSrigadin, after cutting off his ears and nofe, with a thou fa nd 
jnfults, blafphcmies and torments continued or repeated lor 
many days, to be flead alive in the market-place : all which 
be fuffered with admirable patience, and in great fentiments oi 
piety, expiring when his fkin was torn off to his wide 
.Alarmed at the danger which threatened all Chriitendom, St. 
Pius entered into a league with Philip II. king of Spain, anil 
the Venetians, in order to check the progress of tlie Maho- 
in eta n.s ; the other christian princes excufing thcmfelvcs from 
acceding; to it on account of domeffick broils. This alliance 
was ratified in May 1571 ; and to avoid occafions of clifllriilion 
among the princes that were engaged, the pope was declared 
chief of the league: and expedition, who appointed Mark An- 
tony Colonna general of his gal lies, and Don John of Au- 
llria, generali/linio of all the foices. M'he army conhltcd of 
ao,oOv: good foldiers, befules feamen : and the fleet of it)i gieut 
^allies, fome tail (hips, and a confident hlc number of galliuis 
and final! vclUJs. 'J lie [>opt; together with his apoflolick bene-* 

ijf'^iojij, Cent to the general a prctlidtioa of curtuia vidlory, tfith 
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- n order to difband all foldiers who feemed to go only for the 
: fake of plunder, and all fcandalous and riotous perfons whole 
crimes might draw down the divine indignation upon their 

^The chriftians failed directly from Corfu, and found the 
Turkifli fleet at anchor in the harbour of Lepanto. As foon 
as the Turks faw the chriftian fleet fo near, they reinforced their 
troops from the land, and failed out in order of battle. Don 
John kept the center, and had for feconds Colonna and the 
Venetian general Venieri : Andrew Doria commanded the 
ri<*ht wing, and Auftin Barbarigo the left. Peter Juftiniani, 
who commanded the gallies of Malta, and Paul Jourdain were 
ported at the extremities of this line. The marquis of Saintc 
Croix had a body of referve of fixty veflels ready to fuftain or 
relieve any part in danger of being overpowered. John of 
Cordova, with a fquadron of eight veflels, fcoured before, to 
fpy and give intelligence ; and fix Venetian galeafles formed 
an avant-guard to the fleet, A little after fun-rife the Turkiftt 
fleet, coniifting of 330 fail of all forts appeared in fight, al- 
rnoit : in the fame order of battle., only, according to their- cu- 
ftom, in form of a crefcent 3 they had no fquadron of re- 
ferve, and therefore their line being much wider, they far 
out-fronted the chriftians, which is a great advantage in battle. 
Hali was in the center, facing Don John of Auftria ; Petauch 
was his fecond ; Louchali and Siroch commanded the two 
wings, againft Doria and Barbarigo. Don John gave the fig- 
nal of battle, by hanging out the banner fent him from the 
pope, on which the image of Chrift crucified was embroider- 
ed. The chriftian generals harangued their foldiers in few 
words, then made a fign for prayers j at which the foldiers fell on 
their knees before a crucifix, and continued in that pofture in fer- 
vent pi ayer till the fleets drew near to each other, when at a fecond 
%nal the battle bcjian. The Turks bore down with great ra 



pidity on the chriftians, being affiftcd by a bride gale of wind, 
which pronvifed them the greater!: advantage poflible, especially 
as they were fuperiour in numbers, and in the extent of their front, 
itot the wind, which before was very ftrong, fell -juft as the 
fight began, was fucceeded by a calm, and this foon alter by * 
nigh wind entirely favourable to the chriftians ; which carrying 
the fnioke and fire of their artillery upon the enemy, alinoffc 
blinded them; and at length quite bore them clown. The 
battle- was moft obftinate and bloody, and the viclory the moft 
complete that ever was gained over the Ottoman empire. Af- 
ter three hours fight, with equal advantage, the left. vvin»» com- 
manded by Barbarigo, got the better, "and funk the |!,.ilh-/ 

Wneh Siroch was in, who had fought to admiration, i h: a lo.'-; 
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fo difpirited his fquadron, that being vigoroufly prcffcd by th 5 
Venetians, it gave way, and made towards the coaft. D Qtl 
John feeing this advantage of his right wing, was animated 
with new courage, doubled his fire, and killed Hali, the 
Turkifh genera}, boarded his galley, pulled down his flag, and 
cried, Victory : after which it was no longer a fight, but a per. 
feci {laughter in the center, the Turks fuffering themfeives to 1 
be killed without making any rcfiftance. Louchali indeed, by 1 
his numbers and wider front, kept Doria and the right wins at 
a diftance, till the marquis of Sainte Croix, coming up to join 
him, the Turk made all the fail he could, and efcaped by 
flight with thirty gallies, all the reft being either taken or 
funk. This battle was fought on the feventh of October, 
3571, and continued from about fix in the morning till even* 
ing, when the approaching darknefs and the roughnefs of the 
fea obliged the christians to betake themfeives to the next ha- 
vens. The Turks, with their haughty emperour, were feized 
with the utmofi conilernation at the news of their dreadful 
overthrow : and the city of Confiantinople was as much alarm* 
ed as if the enemy had been at the gates : many of the inha- 
bitants carried their treafures to the chriflians to keep for them, 
as if the town had been already in their hands. The infidels, 
who, elated by their rapid conquefts in the Eaft, had already 
fwallowed up in their imagination Italy and all the reft of 
Chriftendom, were taught by this defeat that the tide of their 
victories was ftemmed. God who has fet bounds to the raging 
billows of the fea, and who weighs in his hand the globe of 
the univerfc as a grain of fand, fixes limits to flates and em- 
pires, and governs their revolutions. By abandoning many 
flourifhing nations to the infidels he has given a terrible in- 
stance of his juftice, by which headmonifhes others whom he 
has hitherto {pared, though perhaps more guilty, to fear his an- 
ger, and by finccre repentance to fuc for mercy, whilft it is 
yet offered them. It is owing to his clemency towauls the 
remaining part of Chriftendom, that he bridled the hay of thele 
molt fierce and barbarous infidels in the very height of their 

pride and profperity. From that time the Turks (/») have gra- 
dually 



{h) The Turks derive their 
pedigree from a Scythian nation 

of ' jycat Tartary , not f rom the 
Turcomans in Armenia and Al- 
ly ria, nor from Turkillan in 
Great Tartary, as fonic have 
fancied : though both thole na- 
tioiiij icem alio of Scythian ex- 



traction. The original country 
of the Turks was ChutcrorKi- 
taia, that is, Great Tartary, n 
the provinces above the Caipian 
fea, which was as incxhaulW a 
hive in fending out iiuitibcrJ*« 
fwarms as the European Seym* 
and Sarmutia. The TtiiCi vve* 
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iually weakened themfelves by their own domefKck policy, and 
lave at prefent reafon to dread the arms of thofe chriftian 
lowers, to whom their very name was formerly a terrour. In 

the 



(anciently a moft numerous and 
^powerful nation, fpread in Eu- 
ropean Scythia, now Mufcovy, 
vjicar the Volga, where from the 
'time of the emperour Mauritius 
f.they are often mentioned by 
S Conllantine, Porphyrogenneta 

i (l,dc regendo wiper to, ad Ro??ia- 
wm Ft Hum : & I. de Legation! - 
%biu.) and by other Byzantine 
^hiftorians. They were alfo dif- 
fer fed wide in Afia above the 
■Cafpian fea ; and this was per- 
-liaps the original country of the 
*Turci s whence fome tribes had 
''palled into Europe. Among 
:"thefe Afiatick Turks or Tartars 
>Gingifchan (which word in the 
Mogul language fignifies king 
|of kings) a prince of the Ogu- 
afian Tartars, about the year 
j^izoo, conquered Mogul and 
f.Perfia, and entirely overthrow- 
ing this iait empire, creeled up- 
on its ruins a new one compri- 
iing all the Eail fo far as was 
? known to the Greeks. This 
I great conquerour dying in 1224, 
I one of hib fons fucceeded him in 
SfPcrlia, another in Mogul, and a 

"t\u,A ;„ _r rrv._.. . 
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xt\\\n\ in pare of Tartary : ... 
I other places his governours made 
|j tlicmielves independent. The 
7 TmL are defcended of another 
:/ branch of thefe Oguzian or Gin- 
[ gifchan Tartars. The example 
P ?[ G«»gifchan excited Soliman 
i' ethah, prince of Nera, a city on 
i- jhccoail of the Cafpian lea, and 
j, Jeati of a wandering tribe of the 
f ; l »»e Tartars, to (read in hia 

1 c i )Sl With 50 000 felcdl fol- 

I w\ he palled Mount Caucafus. 
Hlht b ^Hlinp; his courfe towards 
overran leveral countries 



All; 



,n 121 1 : but was drowned in 



attempting to pafs the Euphrates 
on horfeback, in 1219. His fe- 
pulchre is ihewn near Aleppo a 
and held by the Turks in great 
veneration to this day. His fons 
often ferved with their forces un- 
der the Saracen Sultans who 
were then mailers of the caftern 
parts of the Grecian empire : 
ibmetimes with them, and 
fometimes alone they plun- 
dered the provinces of the 
Greeks, and about that time 
renounced idolatry to embrace 
Mahometifm, the fupcrllition 
of the Saracens. Othman, one 
of the delcendants of toll- 
man Shah, rendered great fer- 
vices to Aladin, the Saracen 
Sultan of Iconium, till that 
prince, compelled by inteflinc 
commotions, abandoned his do- 
minions, and fled to the empe- 
rour Michael FaL-eologus who 
kept him in perpetual inrprifon- 
ment. Upon this revolution, 
Othman eafily obtained the fo- 
vcreignty of Aladin's country, 
and laid the foundation of the 
Turkifh monarchy at iconium, 
about the year 1 300. He after- 
wards conquered Uythinia, and 
took the city of PruJ'a in 1326, 
where he fixed his re faience. 
From him is the imperial Turkifli 
family called Othmans or Otto- 
mans. Tamerlane, the founder 
of a great umpire in Tartary, a 
generous and valiant piince, to 
defend the Grecian empire a- 
gainll the perpetual encroach- 
ments of the 'lurks, fell upon 
the latter, took their SuJian Ua~ 
ja'/et, and kept him pn'm-r in 
an iron-ca^e, having du/catctl 

him, not near Pruia, :r. th*j 
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the battle at Lepanto the infidels loft 30,000 men with thsit 
general Hali, and above 200 fhips and gallies, befides ninety 4t 
were branded, burnt or funk. There were taken 116 pieces o( 
great canon, 256 fmalJer, and 5000 prifoners, with a great 
number of officers of rank, among whom were two /bns q( 
Hali, nephews to the Grand Sign i or. The booty was exceed- 
ing great ; for the Turkifh fleet was laden with the plunder of 
many merchantmen, and of feveral iflands: 15,000 ilaves,that 
were found chained on board their gallies, were fet at liberty, 
The holy pope from the beginning of the expedition had or- 
dered publick prayers and fairs, and had not ceafed to foiick 
heaven, with uplifted hands like Moyfes on the mountain, be- 
£des afflicting his body by watching and faffing. At the houri 
of the battle the procelfion of the Rofary, in the church at the; 
Minerva, was pouring forth folemn prayers for the viclory. Thr 
pope was then converting with fome cardinals on bufmefs: but : 
on a fudden left them abruptly, opened the window, flood, 
fome time with his eyes fixed on the heavens, and then fhutting: 
the cafement faid : <c It is not now a time to talk any more up-. 
" on bufinefs; but to give thanks to God for the viclory he 
<c has granted to the arms of the chri^^:ians. ,, This fact was 
carefully attefted, and authentically recorded both at that time, 
and again in the procefs for the faint's canonization (1). In 

confequence of this miraculous vidloiy the pope ordered the 

feftival 

(1) See card. Laanbertini, now Benedict XIV. de Ecatif. & Ca* 
Sioniz. San&or.. T. 1. p. 524. 



G recks fuppofe, but near the 
banks of the Euphrates, as 
prince Cantcmir proves from the 
unanimous confent of all Turkifh 
and other oriental monuments. 
Notwithftanding this check, the 
Turks extended their conquefls, 
over both the Saracens and 
Greeks, till Mahomet II. took 
CJonltantinoplc in 1453, and Tra- 
pezoid in 1 4 s 6- The JPcrfians call- 
ed both the Gingifchan Scythians 
hy whom they were conquered, 
and thefe Othmans, by the fame 
mime, Turks ; which name is 
given the latter by all foreigners. 
This account of the original of 
the Turkifh nation is given us 

by prince Demctriua Cantcmir, 



in his IVJlory of the Otbmanw* 
pire, printed in 1734 k is 
drawn from the Turkifh and ori- 
ental memoirs, and agrees with 
what is recorded by Chalcocon- 
dylas, the only hhtorian among 
the Greeks who defcrves credit 
concerning the firft tranfaclions 
of this nation. Prince Canto- 
jmir observes, that the Turks 
own the Crim Tartars to be (le- 
gended from the fame Osyg»» 
tribe by a younger branch to 
that of the Othmans ; and the 
Turks have often declared that 
if the Othman family fail, that 
of Crim Tartary is to fuccccH to 
their empire. 
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bival of the Rofary to be kept on the fir ft Sunday of O6I0- 
' j n perpetual thankfgiving to God, and in the litany of 
r Lady infer ted thofe words : fziccour of chrijiians* He caufed 
triumph to be decreed Don John, which was gra .ed with 
any illuftrious prifoners ; and he beftowed honours and gra- 
fications on other generals and officers. The year following 
c was preparing to purfue the advantage gained by this* great 
iclory, when he died of the ftone, on the fir ft of May 1572, 
ino- fixty-eight years, three months, and fifteen days old, 
aving governed the church fix years and almoft tour 
„onths. He had fuffercd from January the fharpeft pains with 
jeroick patience. He was beatified by Clement X. in "672, 
jnd canonized by Clement XL in 171 2. His precious re- 
ins lie in the church of St. Mary Major. 

1 , HILARY, Archbifhop of Aries, 

Confefibr. 



1* 



hm his life by a cotemporary hi/hop of his province^ who had been 
his difciple. Ceiller Jhews this author to have been St, Honor a- 
tusj bijhop of Marfeilles. 

\ A. D. 449. 

THIS faint was nobly born about the year 40 r, and was 
related to St, Honoratus of Aries, and of the fame coun- 
try in Gaul, which was probably Lorrain or fome other part 
of Auftrafia. He was brought up, in a manner fuitable to his 
birth, ia the ftudy of the liberal arts, and of every branch of 
polite learning, efpccially of eloquence and philofophy. But 
how little value we ought to fet on all things that appear great 
in the eyes of the world he himfelf has taught us. <c Wc are 
" all equal, fays he, in Jcfus Chrift, and the higheft degree of 
our nobility is to be of the number of the true fcrvants of 
t( God. Neither faience, nor birth according to this world, 
can exalt us, but hi proportion to our contempt of them." 
«efore God had put thefe fentimcuts into his heart, he fecms to 
have been not altogether infenfiblc to the advantage;; of this 
Worlds in which he was raifed to the higheft dignities. His 
kmfman, St. Honoratus, who had forfaken his country to ieelc 
thrift in the folitude of the hie of Lerins, where he had found- 
ed a great monaftcry, was the inftrumcnt made ufe of by 
{ w Almighty to open his eyes. This holy man had always 

loved 
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loved Hilary, and thought he could not give him more foFj 

proof of his friendfhip than by endeavouring to gain him % 
tirely to God, He therefore left his retirement for a fewda» 
to feek him out, and endeavoured to move him by the fa^ 
powerful, weighty reflections which had made the deepeftirti. 
preflion on his own mind and induced him to break the chains 
of the world. « What floods of tears, fays St. Hilary, did 
<c this true friend fhed to foften the hardnefs of my heart? 
cc How often did he embrace me with the moft tender and 
<c companionate affection to obtain of me that I would take 
<c into ferious confederation the falvatiori of my foul ? Yet 
" by an unhappy victory, I ftill remained conquerour/' Ho-! 
noratus, finding his endeavours to wean him from the charms I 
of a deceitful world, ineffectual, he had recourfe to prayer, 
his ordinary refuge, <c Well, faid he to Hilary, I will obtain' 
* c of God what you will not now grant me." Upon which 
they took leave of each other. Hilary reflecting on what Ho- 
noratus had faid to him, was not long before he began to fee! 
a violent conflict within himfelf. tc On one fide, fays he, me-' 
thought I faw the Lord calling me ; on the other the world , 
offering me its feducing charms and pleafures. How often 
did I embrace and reject, will and not will the fame thing! 
But in the end Jefus Chrift triumphed in me. And three 
days after Honoratus had left me, the mercy of God, fo- 
Jicited.by his prayers, fubdued my rebellious foul." He 
then went in perfon to feck St. Honoratus, and appeared be- 
fore him as humble and tractable as the faint had left him 
haughty and indocil. 

From this moment there appeared in Hilary that wonderful 
change which the Holy Ghoft produce* in a foul which he 
truly converts. His words, looks and whole comportment 
breathed nothing but humility, patience, fwectnefs, mortifica- 
tion and charity. Every one faw in him a man who began to 
labour in can left to fave his foul, and who had put his hand to 
the plough to look no more behind him, or to fend a fmgk 
thought after what he had left for Chrift's fake. Afptring to 
perfection tie fold all his fcvcral eftates to his brother, and di* 
itributed all the money accruing from the laic among the poor, 
and the molt indigent monaftencs. Thus d ifen gaged from tr.c 
World, and naked, no lefs in the inward difpofitiou of loul than 
in hi cxtcriour, he, like Abraham, took leave ot his Ovvu 
country, and made the beft of his way to Lerins; where if om 
his fail entrance he made it appear, that he was worthy to 
live in the company of faints. He fet out in the purfuit oi 
monaflick perfection with fuch s&eal and fervour, as to become 

in a fliorc time the pattern of thgfc on whole initruflion* 
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ample he came to form his own conduct. His application to 
ayer and mortification, and his watchfulnefs and care to 
oid the fmalleft faults and imperfections prepared him to re- 
ive the gift of tears. It is thought that his baptifm was po- 
[erior to his retirement. St. Honoratus having been cho fen 
;chbi(hop of Aries in 426, Hilary followed him to that city 5 
jut it was not long before his love of folitude occafioned his 
turn to Lerins. All the holy inhabitants of that ifie reftified 
great joy to receive him again, as he felt to fee himfdf 
imong them. But God, who had other defigns upon him, did 
Bot permit him to enjoy long his beloved retirement. St. Ho- 
Iporatus begged his afiiftance, and the comfort of his company, 
grid as he did not yield to intreaties, went himfelf to fetch him 
from Lerins. Soon after God called St. Honoratus to himfelf, 
death happening in 428 or 429. Hilary, though fenfibly 
tyffliclcd for the lofs of fuch a friend, rejoiced however to fee 
aimfclf at liberty, and fet out direclly for Lerins. But no 
Jfooner were the citizens apprifed of his departure, than mef- 
iiengers polled after him with fuch expedition, that he was 
overtaken, brought back, and confecrated archbifhop, though 
E>nly twenty-nine years of age. 

I In this high ftation the virtues which lie had acquired in fo- 
fltude fhone with luftre to mankind. The higher he was ex- 
ited by his dignity, the more did he humbleliimfelf beneath 
ill others in his heart. He reduced himfelf in every thin*- to 
be ttriaeft bounds of neceflity : and he had only one coat°for 
wnter and fummer. He applied himfelf diligently to medita- 
tion on the holy fcriptures, and preaching the word of God, 
gvas affiduous in prayer, watching and fading. He had his 
nours alfo for manual labour with a view orgainins; fomc- 
thmg for the poor 5 choofing fuch work as he could join with 
[reading or prayer. He travelled always on foot, and had at- 
tained to io perfect an evennefs of temper, that his mind 
fewncd never ruffled with the lcaft emotion of anger. He had 
admirable talent in preaching. When he fpoke before the 
earned of the world, his elocution, his accent, his difcourfe, 
im . action were inch as the grcatcft orators juftly admired, but 
pcipatred ever to come up to. Yet when he inftru£tcd the il- 
ii crate, he changed his manner of addrefs, and proportioned 
m inttruaioiiB to the capacities of the mod fimplc and igno- 
rant, though always fupporting the dignity of the divine word 
a manner and expreffion fuitable to its majefty. He preached 
UL • !" lts P urit y without flattering the great. He had 
• «-n m private admoniflicd a certain judge in the province of 

m Tt pa ^ illk y in tllc adminiilration of jufiice, but with- 
Ufcvu One day the magiftratc came into the church, at- 
tended 
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tended by his officers, while the faint was preaching, Thelo 
ly bifhop broke off his fermon on the fpot, and gave his ft[ 
prifed audience for reafon, that he, who had fo often neglected 
the advice he had given him for his falvation, was not worth? 
to partake of the nourifhment of the divine word. The yjj 
no fooner heard his reflection, but withdrew in confufion, and 
the faint refumed his difcourfe. Obferving one day that many 
went out of the church immediately after the reading of the 
gofpel, juft as he was going to preach, he prevailed with them 
to return by faying : " You will not fo eafily get out of hell if 
44 you are once unhappily fallen into its dungeons." He had 
fuch a love for the poor, that, to have the more re beftow on 
them, he lived himielf in the greateft poverty : he never kept 
a horfe, and laboured hard in digging and manuring the 
ground, though educated according to the dignity of his fami- 
ly. To redeem captives, he caufed the church plate to be 
fold, not excepting the facred vefTels ; making ufe of patens 
and chalices of glafs in the celebration of the divine my. 
fteries. If his companion for the corporal miferies of the faith- 
ful was fo tender, we may judge how much more he was 
moved to pity at their fpiritual neceffities. He bore the weak 
with tendernefs, but never indulged the paflions or floth of any, 
When he put any one in a courfe of penance he was himfclf 
bathed in tears ; whereby he both excited the penitent to the 
like, and with ardent fighs and prayer obtained for him ofGcd 
the grace of compunction and pardon. He vinted the bifbops 
of his province, and endeavoured to make them walk in the 
perfect fpirit of Chrift, the prince of paftors. He cftabliflicd 
many monafteries, and took particular care to enforce a ftrift 
obfervance of monaftick difcipline among them. He had a 
clofe friendfhip with St. Germanus, whom he called his father 
and refpedted as an apoftle. 

His zeal exafperated fcveral tepid pcrfons; and fomc of tlicfe 
by mifconflxuing his a£Uons, gave the holy pope St. Lcoadif- 
advantageous character of him. His zeal indeed had been on 
fomc occafions too hafty and precipitate : but this was owing 
in him to miftakc, not to paffion ; for the circumftanccs of 
his actions, and of his eminent piety, oblige us to interpret his 
intention by the fame fpirit by which he governed himfclt nj 
his whole conduct. This difagrecment between St. Leo and 
St. Hilary proved a trial for the excrcifc of zeal in the former, 
and of patience in the latter for his greater fancYi fi cation by 
humility, fubmiffion and filencc. Chclidojnius bifhop of fl* 
fanzon, had been depofed by St. Hilary upon an allegai* 
that, before he was confecrated bifhop, he had married a \vi- 

dow 3 and had condemned pcrfons to death as niagUlratc; w 1 
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'which were looked upon as irregularities or disqualifications 
Ifor holy orders. Chelidonius hereupon fet out for Rome, to 
Lftify himfelf to the pops, St. Leo, who received his appeal 
i/rom his metropolitan, and acquitted him of the irregularity 
l w ith which he ftood charged. St. Hilary, upon hearing that 
hiis fuftragan was gone for Rome, followed him thither on foot, 
!and in the midft of winter. The pope having aifembled a 
•council to judge this affair, St. Hilary took his feat among the 
>other bifliops that compofed it: but from his not attempting to 
'prove the irregularity which had been alleged again ft Chelido- 
; 'jiius, the faint feemed to own that he had been impofed on as 
!to the matter of fa£h But he pretended, that the caufc ought 
not to be judged otherwife than by cornmiifarics deputed by the 
pope to take cognizance of it in the country that gave it birth, 
a point for which fome Africans had contended. This plea 
was over-ruled, the contrary having been frequently pradtifed, 
when both parties could appear at Rome : though the manner 
of juuging appeals is only a point of difciplinc, which may va^ 
ry in different places. Another affair brought St. Hilary into a 
greater difficulty. Projedlus, a bifhop of his province, being fick* 
; St. Hilary upon information haftened to his fee, and ordained 
' a new bifhop : after which Proje&us recovering, there were 
two bifliops contending for the fame fee, and Hilary fupported 
the Lift ordained ; perhaps becaufe the firft - might remain dis- 
abled for his functions. The author of St. Hilary's life does 
not clear up his conduct in this particular : but we cannot 
, doubt of the fincerity of his intention. Moreover the difcipline 
] of the church in fuch matters was not at that time fo clearly 
| fettled by the canons as it has been fince. St. Hilary therefore 
imagined a metropolitan might have a difcretionary power in 
fuch matters. However, St. Leo rightly judged fuch an ordina- 
nation irregular, liable to great inconveniences and produc- 
tive of fchifms. Wherefore he forbad St. Hilary to ordain any 
bifliops for the future. Our holy prelate cancelled his mi flakes 
by his patience, and St. Leo writing immediately after the 
faint's death to his fucccfTour Ravennus calls him, Hilary of 
holy memory (i). Exhauftcd by auftcrities and labours St. Hi- 
lary palled to a better life on the fifth of May 449, being only 
forty eight years old. St. Honoratus, the eloquent bifhop of 
Marfeillcs (//), who has given us an abftraci of his life, relates 

Vol, II. X icveral 

(1) Ep. 37. ad Ravenn. p. 256. 

H This St. Honoratu3 of lu<j catalogue of illuflnous men 

MiU'icillufi i«! commended for his which lie wrote in 494, for a 

c Wience and piety by Genua- continuation to that of Si. Jc^ 

a prictt of his church, in ronu 
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feveral miraculous cures wrought by the faint whilft he \ Vas 
living. The name of St. Hilary ftands in the Roman many, 
rology- 

On the fame DAY 

St. Angelus, Carmelite friar, M. He was of Jewifh parents, 
and a native of Jerufalem. Being converted to the faith, he em- 
braced the auftere life of certain anchorets on the banks of the Jon 
dan ; from whom he patted to the hermits of the defert on mount 
Carmel. He feems to have been one amongft them at the time 
when the bleffed Albert drew up a rule for them in 1 206 : at leaft 
he became one of the firil friars of that holy Order. Coming to 
preach in the Weft, he was mafTacred in Sicily by the contrivance of 
a powerful rich man, whofe ince/l with a fitter he had feverely re- 
proved, and had converted her from that fcandalous life. The an- 
nals of the Order furnilh the moft material circumftances of his 
glorious death, and the account of his miracles. See the Bollan- 

difts. 

St. Mauront, Abbot. Hewasborn in the year 634, and was 
baptized by St. Riquier. Being the eldeft fon of bleffed Adalbald 
and St. Rictrudes, his high birth promifed him the firit honours of 
the kingdom, and his capacity and integrity made him fuperiour to 
the greateft affairs. He pafTed his youth in the court of king 
Clovis II. and the holy queen Bathildes, and difcharged in it many 
honourable employs. He was lord of Douay, and on the death of 
his father fucceeded to his other large eftates, came home into 
Flanders to fettle his concerns and to marry a rich young lady ; a 
treaty having been already concluded for this purpofe. But God 
defigned him for a ftate of greater perfection, and his inftrument 
for bringing this about was St. Amand, biihop of Maeftricht, who 
then led a retired life in his monaflery of Elnone. Mauront was fo 
touched by a difcourfe of this holy prelate on the vanity and dan« 
gers of the world, that he went direcuy to the monaftery of Mar- 
chiennes founded by his mother. There he foon received the cle- 
rical tonfure from St. Amand, and after fome years was made dea- 
con and prior of Hamay or Hamaige, half a league from Mar- 
chiennes, on the Scarp. He built himfelf a new monaftery called 
Breiiil, on his eftate of Merville, in the diocefe of Terouanne, and 
when it was finiflied, was chofen the firft abbot. St. Amatus, on 
being banifhed by king Theodoiick III. was committed to the care 
of Mauront, who proiited exceedingly by the faintly conversation 
of that holy con feu* or; whom he fo much reflected that he refigntd 
to him his abbacy, and lived under his obedience, but was obliged 
to re fume his charge upon the death of that holy bifliop in 690, 
He was alfb abbot of the monks at Marchiennes, whilll hisiiltcr 
Cloifenda was abbefs of the fcparate houfe of nuns, this being at 
that time a double nionailery. St. Mauront died there in the feven- 
ty-fecond year of his age, of Chriit 706, on the fifth of May, on 

;d in the Jiclgick martyrologto* " 1S 



which day lie is commemorate 
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body was tranflated from Breuil to Douay, with that of St. Amatus 
in the ninth century, and both are there kept enfhrined in the 
church of St. Amatus. In its archives St. Mauront is always flyled 
J.evite and deacon : by which hefeems never to have been ordained, 
p^ c # See Miraius and Papebroch. 
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St. J O H N before the Latin Gate. 

From St. Jerom in Jovin. T. 1. p. 14. Tcrtullian Profit: c, 364 

Til/em. T. i. p. 358. 

A. D. 95. 

WHEN the two fons of Zebedee, James and John, Gran- 
gers as yet to the myftery of the crofs and the nature 
of Ch rift's kingdom, had, by their mother Salome (1), be- 
fought our Lord to allot them the two firft places in his king- 
dom (implied by fitting at his right and left-hand) he afked them 
whether they were difpofed to drink of his cup, or in other 
words to fufFer with him, in which cafe they fliould not fail to 
beconfidered in proportion to their pains and ridel ity. The 
two difciples anfwered boldly in the affirmative, afluring their 
divine Mailer that they were ready to undergo any thing for 
his fake. Our Lord thereupon foretold them that their fince- 
rity fliould be brought to the trial, and that they fliould both 
be partakers of his cup of fufFer ings, and undergo bitter things 
for the honour and confirmation of the chriiiian religion. 
Th is was literally fulfilled in St. James, on his being put to 
death for the faith by Herod : and this day's fcflival records in 
part the manner in which it was verified in St. John. lc may 
be faid without any violence to the fenfe of tiic words, that 
this favourite difciple, wlio fo tenderly loved his Mailer, and 
was fo tenderly beloved by him, drank of his chalice, and ex- 
perienced a large /hare of its biUurncfc, when he a flitted arhis 
crucifixion ; feeling then in his foul, by grief and compaflion, 
whatever he faw him full er on the oofs. This was further 

hiliilled after the defcent of the Holy lilt oft, when he under- 

X 2 went 
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went the like imprifonment, fcourging, &c. with the other 
apoftles, as is recorded in the fifth chapter of the Acb 
But our Saviour's prediction was to be acomplifhed in \ 
more particular manner, and ftill more conformable to tli* 
letter, and which fhould entitle him to the merit and crown 
of martyrdom ; the inftrument whereof was Domitian, tj :; 
laft of the twelve Csefars. 

He was a tyrant deteftable to all men on account of his cruel- 
ty, and the author of the fecond general perfecution of the 
church. In the beginning of his reign he accuftomed himfclf 
to take pleafure in acls of inhumanity, fpending part of his 
time in his clofet in catching flies, and flicking them with a 
fharp bodkin. He debauched his own niece, and impioufly tfipk 
the titles of God and Lord^ as Suetonius and Eufebius have re- 
corded. He reigned fifteen years, that is, from the year of 
Cbrift 8 1 to 96, Tacitus fays, that in cruelty he furpalTed Ne- 
ro, who often munned the fight of barbarous executions 
whereas Domitian was known to take delight in beholding 
them. He deluged Rome with the blood of its ill u ft rio us ci- 
tizens, and cut of a hatred of virtue banifhed the philofophcrs, 
on which occafion, Epi£f.etus (whofe Enchiridion is the moft 
per feci abftract of the jufteft fentimcnts of moral virtue ever 
publifhed by a heathen) and Dio Chryfoftomus, with others, 
-were expelled the city. As for the chriftians, not only the 
fanclity of their doclrine and manners was the firongeft re- 
proach of the crimes of the tyrant, but the general hatred of 
the heathens againft them excited him to glut his infatiablc 
cruelty with their innocent blood. St. John who was the only 
furviving apoftle, and who at that time governed all th« 
churches of Afia, with the higheft reputation which his digni- 
ty, extraordinary virtue and miracles had acquired, was appre- 
hended at Ephefus, and fent prifoner to Rome in the year 
•95. The cmperour did not relent at the fight of a man of 
his moft venerable old age and countenance, which alone fuf- 
ficed to command refpeel, but condemned him notwithilaml- 
ing to a moft barbarous death, by ordering him to becaft into a 
Idron of boiling oil. The holy apoftle was probably firll 
icourged, according to the Roman cuflom with regard to cri- 
minals before execution, who could not plead the privilege 0*' 
being Roman citizens. It is at leaft certain from Tcitullian> 
St. Jerom and Eufebius, that, by the order of the tyrant, he 
was thrown into a vcflcl of boiling oil. The martyr tioubuWs 
heard witli great joy this barbarous fentence, exulting at the 
thought of ipeedily rejoining his Redeemer, and defiling to re- 
pay love for love in the heft manner he was able, and to die 

for Uim v/bo had laid down his moft precious Jife to fa VL * u * 

I'llUKlj 
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iinncrs from hell. The moft cruel torments Teemed to him 
lifrht and moft agreeable, becaufe they would, he hoped, unite 
him for ever to his divine Mafter and Saviour : but God ac- 
cepted his will, and crowned his defire : he conferred on him 
the honour and merit of martyrdom, but fufpended the opera- 
tion of the fire, as he had formerly prefcrved the three children 
from hurt in the Babylonian furnace. The feething oil was 
changed in his regard into a refrefhing bath, and the faint came 
out more freih and lively than he had entered the cauldron. 
Domitian, with moft of the heathens, entertained a great idea 
of the power of magick, in which he had been confirmed by 
the reports concerning the prodigies pretended to be wrought 
by the famous magician, Apollonius of Tyana, whom he had 
fent for to Rome. He therefore faw this miracle without draw- 
ing horn it the leaft advantage, but like another Pharaoh remain- 
ed hardened in his iniquity. However, he contented himfelf after 
this with banifhing the holy apoftle into the little ifland of Pat- 
mos, one of the Sporades in the Archipelago or iEgean fea. 
Domitian being aflafTinated the year following, his ftatues 
T vere every where pulled down, his name erafed from all pub- 
lick buildings, and his decrees declared void by the fen ate* 
Upon which St. John returned to Ephefus in the reign of Ner- 
va, who by mildnefs, during his fhort reign of one year and 
four months, laboured to reftore the faded luftre of the Roman 
empire. 

This glorious triumph of St. John happened without the gate 
of Rome called Latina 9 becaufe it led to Latium. A church 
was confecrated in the fame place, in memory of this miracle, 
under the firft chriftian emperours, which has always borne 
this title. It is faid to have been a pagan temple of Diana, 
before it was converted to the worfliip of the true God, . It 
was rebuilt by pope Adrian I. in 772. This feltival has been 
kept in many places a holyday. In the twelfth century, and 
probably long before, till the change of religion, it was ob- 
ierved in England a holyday of the fecond rank, in which all 
lervilc work was forbid except agriculture. Our pious Saxon 
anceflors had a lingular devotion to St. Peter and, St. John the 
Evangelift. 
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From the works of the faint , and the biftories of thofe times. UU 
life written by "John IV, patriarch of Jey'ufalern? who lived two 
hundred years after him? borrows the firfl pay /, before his ?m- 
naflick profejfion? from uncertain memoirs. See Nat. Jlex.fwc, 
8. fleury, b. 42. Papebroch May 6. 

A.D. 780. 

MAHOMET, the great importor, fubdued a confiderablc 
part of Arabia before his death, which happened in 632. 
His fucceflbur Abubeker extended his conquefts into Chaldea ami 
Perfia. Omar, the fecond caliph of the Saracens, fubdued 
Paleftine, Syria, Mefopotamia and Egypt before the death of 
the emperour Heraclius in 641. Othman the third caliph died 
in 655, and Ali the fourth, in 66o* This laft founded the 
feci of Mahometifm which the Periians profefs, and which the 
Turks and others who adhere to the interpretations of his pre- 
deceflburs, Omar and Othman, deteft above all other reli- 
gions. Such was the pofture of affairs in the Eaft when St, 
John was born, in the declenfion of the feventh century, at 
Damafcus, from which city he received his furname : by the 
Saracens he was called Manfur. He was of a noble and an- 
cient family, and his father, though always a zealous and pious 
chriftian, was held in great efteem by the Saracen caliphs for 
his high birth, probity and abilities ; was advanced by them 
to the firft employments of the /late, and made their chief fe- 
cretary or counfellour. The pious ftatefman was the more 
watchful and fervent in all duties of religion, the greater the 
dangers were to which he faw his faith expofed. Being chiefly 
felicitous for the education of his fon in innocence and piety 
auiidft the dangers of fuch n court, he purchafed the liberty of 
a learned and devout Grecian monk named Cofmas, who hav- 
ing been taken prifoner by the Saracens, was brought to J Ja- 
in nfc us for fale. Him he appointed tutor to his ion, and to 
nnolher yoiilh called Cofmas, the charge of whofe education 
Ire had taken upon hindelf. The preceptor entered into the 
views of the /.calous parent, and bent his whole attention to 
^eicnd (lie tender plants lrom the rude winds of trials and 

temptaltoiis. 
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temptations. The caliph was much taken with the capacity 
and virtue of John, and after the death of his father, made 
him governour of Damafcus, his capital city. After Ali, the 
dignity of Caliph had pafled into another family called the 
Ommiads. The name of the firft of thefe was Moavia. This 
prince and his immediate fucceflburs treated the chriftians with 
courtefy and mildnefs : and fo great were the abilities, and 
fucli the tranfcendent virtue of John that he enjoyed his prince's 
favour without envy. But he always trembled at the light of 
thofe fpiritual dangers with which he (aw himfelf furrounded. He 
was fenfible that in a flow of plenty and profperity the heart is 
apt to warp towards vice and the world, and he dreaded the 
contagion of the air he breathed. He therefore at length came 
to a refolution to refign his honours, and foon after difpofed of 
his eftates in favour of the church and the poor, and with 
Cofmas, his companion, withdrew fecretly to the great Laura 
of St. Sabas, near Jerufalem. Cofmas was afterwards chofen 
bifhop of Majuma, in Faleftine. 

St. John in his folitude rejoiced to fee himfelf delivered from 
the llavery of the world, and placed in a happy ftate of unin- 
terrupted tranquillity ; where his years pafled away without one 
heavy minute, and where he had no other occupation but that 
of employing, without diffraction, all his thoughts and en- 
deavours on the end of his creation, the fecuring the falvation of 
his foul. He confidered the important work which he had up- 
on his hands, and fet himfelf in earneft. to learn perfectly to 
fubdue his paflions, and walk in the paths of true virtue. With 
this view he addrefled himfelf to the fuperiour of the Laura, 
who gave him for director an experienced old monk. This 
great matter in a fpiritual life conducting the novice to hio 
cell gave him the following fhort lefibns : Firft, that he fhould 
never do his own will, but ftudy in all things to die to him- 
felf, in order to divert, himfelf of all inordinate felf-love or at- 
tachment to creatures. Secondly, That he mould frequently 
offer to God all his actions, dilliculties and prayers. Thirdly, 
That he fliould take no pride in his learning or any other ad- 
vantage, but ground himfelf in a fincere and thorough convic- 
tion that he had nothing of his own ftoclc but ignorance, and 
weaknefa. Fourthly, That he mould renounce all vanity, 
fliould always miftrufl: himfelf and his own lights, and never 
defire vifions or the like extraordinary favours. Fifthly, That 
he fliould banifli from his mind all thoughts of the world, nor 
ever difelofe to ft rangers the inftructions given him in the mo* 
naitery ; that he fliould keep ftrict filcnce, and remember that 
there may be harm even in faying good things without neceflity. 

By the punctual obfervance of thefe rules the fervent novice 
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made great progrcfs in an interiour life and chriftian perfection, 
His dire£tor, to promote his fpiritual advancement, often put 
his virtue to fevere trials. He once fent him to Damafcus to 
fell fome bafkets, and having fet an exorbitant price on them, 
forbad him to take lefs. The faint obeyed his director without 
the Jeair demur, and appeared poor and ilJ clad in that great 
city, in which he had formerly lived in fplendour. On being 
afked the price of his ware, he was abufed and infulted for the 
unrcafonablenefs of his demands. At length one that had been 
formerly his fervant, out of companion, purchafed his whole 
ftock at the price he afked ; and the faint returned to his fu- 
periour victorious over vanity and pride. It happened that a 
certain monk being inconfolahle for the death of his brother, 
the faint by way of comforting him, recited to him a Greek 
verfe, importing, that all is vanity which time deftroyeth. 
His director, for his greater fecurity againft the temptation of va- 
nity or oflentation on account of learning, called this a difobedi- 
ence in fpeaking without necefHty, and- by way of chaftifement 
turned him out of his cell. The humble faint wept bitterly to 
heal this wound of difobedience in his foul, as he con feffed it 
to be; and without endeavouring to extenuate the fault, 
though in itfelf fo excu fable, begged the monks to intercede 
/or him to his director for pardon. This was at length ob- 
tained, but only on condition that with his own hands he 
fhould cleanfe out and carry away all the filth that Jay about 
the monafrery : which condition the faint, to whom humilia- 
tions were always welcome, moft chearfuJJy complied with. 

So accomplifhed a virtue made his fuperi ours judge him wor- 
thy to be promoted to the priefthood, which was then much 
more rare in monafteries than at prefent. This dignity fcrved 
.only to increafe his humility and fervour. His director at 
length thought him fufEcicntly grounded in habits of profound 
humility and fell -den; l-J, to be permitted to employ his talents 
in writing for the edification of others and (he fervice of the 
/church, without falling into the dangerous rcmptation of felf- 
iconccit and pride. For a fecrct vanity or felt- complacency of- 
ten robs even the chriftian writer of the fruit of his labours be- 
fore God ; and an eminent author calls this bafe weakne/s of 
"vanity the Jail: foible of great geniufes. John had given proof 
by long and fevere trials that an entire contempt of himfdf, 
and a feeling fenfe of his own wcakncis and abfolutc infnflin- 
vmy were deeply rooted in his heart, when his fupvrloui'j 
thought him fufiieiently armed agaiur! this fnare, 10 he em- 
ployed in teaching; their theological ichools. Soon after, they 
prd ered him to take up his pen in defence of our Holy faith at- 

jUickod by the Icojioclalt herettcks, The cmperour h«<> ^ 
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: Ifaurian had publifhed his edicls againft holy images in 726, 
land had found many followers when St. John entered the lifts 
Sagainft that herefy. He begins his firft difcourfe or oration on 
this religious fubjecl as follows: « Confcious to myfelf of my 
" own bafenefs and unworthinefs, I ought rather to condemn 
« myfelf to an eternal filence, weeping and confefling 
« my fins before God. But feeing the church, which 
« is founded on a rock, a/Tailed by a furious ftcrm, I think I 
" ought no longer to remain iilent, becaufe I fear God more 
" than an emperour of the earth." He lays down for the 
foundation of the difpute, that the church cannot err : confe- 
quently it could never fall into idolatry (r). He explains what 
is meant by the acjoration due to God alone, which with St. 
Auftin and other fathers he calls Lotria\ and that inferiour ve- 
neration which is paid to the friends and fervants of God, 
which is entirely different, and infinitely beneath the former j 
and no more inconliftent with it than the civil honour which 
the law of nature and the holy fcriptures command us to pay 
to princes and fuperiours. He fliews that the veneration which 
we pay to the things which belong to God, as altars, &c. is 
not lefs dift-incr. from the fupreme honour we give to God. Ke 
fays the precept in the old law which forbad images (if it be 
not to be reftrained to idols) was . meerly ceremonial, and 
only regarded the Jews : which law if we reftore we muft 
equally admit circumcifion and the fabbath. He teilines that 
the Iconoclafts allowed a religious honour to be due to the holy 
place on mount Calvary, to the Hone of the fepulchre, to the 
book of the gofpels, to crofles and fawd veffcls. Lafrly, he 
proves the veneration of holy images by (he teftimony of the 
fathers. In his iecond difcourfe he teaches at large that the 
emperour is entrufled with the government of the* flute, but 
has no authority to make decifions in points of ccclcfiaflical 
doclrine. In the third, he demonftrates the ujc of holy images 
from the tradition of the fathers. 

The dogmatical writings of this great dodlor fhew the ex- 
tent of his genius flill more than his controvcrfial ; and in 
tnem the ftrcngth and clearncfs of his reafoning can be equalled 
only by the depth of his penetration, and the fomulnefs of his 

judgment (a). His moil important and celebrated work is 

The 

(1) Or. 1. de Cultu Iinag. 
W) Though the philofophy of done among the Latins. He 

.ito was then generally in cleared his phyfical principle;, of 
diu; able mailer adopted that obfeurity in which they lay 
1 « or Anttotle, as Iioctius had involved, and fet their truth 111 

a pro- 
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*The expofition of the orthodox faiih^ divided into four books \ 
which he reduces all the branches of theology which theaa. 
cients explained in feveral fcattered works, into one regular 
body, which gives this fublkne ftudy the advantage of excel* 
lent method, connects all its parts in a fhort fyftem, and feu 
them all together in one clear point of view (b). This work 
was the firft plan of the fcholaftick method of teaching divini- 
ty, which St. Anfelm introduced much later among the L a . 
tins, St. John compofed many holy canticles ; and to his fd« 
low-pupil Cofmas is- the Greek church indebted for the greatct 
part of the facred hymns which it ufes in the divine office. 

St, 

(b) In the firft book On tit 
orthodox faith , St. John treats of 
God and the divine attributes: 
in the fecond, of the creation, 
angels, man, liberty and prede- 
ilination : in the third, of the 
incarnation : in the fourth, of 
the facraments, &c. 

That nothing might be want- 
ing to this work he wrote hi; 
parallels, in which he laid down 
the principal rules of morality, 
in paflages extracted from the 
fathers confirmed by the oracle> 
of the holy fcripture". He wrote 
alfo a hiftory of 103 hcrclies 
with a confutation of Mahome- 
tifm : a difputation with a Sa- 
racen, and other treatifes againlt 
the Eutychiane, Neftorians, Mo- 
nothelitcs and Manichecs, bc< 
fides fermons and the life of St, 
Stephen the Younger, a monk 
and martyr under Conftantine 
Copronynius in 766. The woil:> 
of St. John Damafcen were pub- 
lifhed by F. Le Quien, a Domi- 
nican friar, in two volumes, fo- 
lio, in 171 z. 

Wc have ahiftory of Barlaam, 
a holy hermit, and Jfofaphat, the 
fon of an Indian king, whom lw 
inllruaed in the faith and 111 vir- 
tue, after Ins father is laid w 
have educated him in a plate 
where, during his youth, he tow 

never heard that men die i»£ 



a proper light: and having made 
himfclf perfectly mailer of his 
fyftem of logick or laws of the 
art of reafoning, he reduced them 
to certain general methodical 
rules in which a tedious prolixity 
is avoided, and this noble art, 
the key of fciences, is rendered 
eafy and clear, without any em- 
barafied queilions, and that froth 
of fchool fubtilties with which 
the Arabian's afterwards clogged 
it. This eminently ufeful art 
hath, by the abufe of fome been 
made a nuifance, to perplex and 
cloud the understanding, and to 
cngrofs all the attention and time 
which are due to more fublime 
attainments, for the fake of 
which logick is chiefly necefTary. 
Whereas when confined to its 
proper boundaries, it is not 
only introductory to fcience, 
by giving to our ideas the ut- 
moit clearness, precifion and 
jultnef3, and by teaching us the 
iaws of the true and clofe rea- 
foning, hut it improves the judg- 
ment, and enlarges the faculties 
of the mind above all other flu- 
dies. Theology without its aid 
is a fcience without arms. Nor 
are certain general principles 
of natural philofophy lefs ne- 
ceflary foundation to it. To 
anfwcr thefe purpofeu, our holy 
doclor compiled his aburacr. of 

Ariilotlc's logiclc ami phyficks. 
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St ]ohn travelled into Paleftine, and alfo to Conftantinople, 
#o encourage the faithful, and to defend the ufe of holy images 
. t ^ e ver y feat of the perfecutor Conftantine Copfonymus. 
'But he returned again to the Laura of St. Sabas in Paleftine, 
"where being in the dominions of the Saracen caliph, he con- 
tinued to defend the church by his pen. We have the unexcep- 
tionable teftimony of Dr. Cave f 2), that no man can have a 
found judgment who reading his works doth not admire his 
extraordinary erudition, the juftnefs and precifion of his ideas 
and conceptions, and the ftrength of his reafoning, efpecially 
in theological matters. But Baronius obferves that he was 
fometimes led into miftakes with regard to hiftorical facts by 
faulty memoirs. John IV. patriarch of Jerufalem, extols his 
great (kill in mathematicks. Amidft his ftudies he was careful 
to nourifh in his heart a fpirit of devotion by conftant recol- 
lection and daily contemplation. For it is the reflection of a 
great man, and an eminent fcholar (3), writing to contempla- 
tive perfons, cc that without affiduous prayer, reafoning is a 
<£ great diffipation of the mind, and learning often extinguiflies 
" the humble interiour fpirit of prayer, as wind does a candle." 
In another place he calls too clofe application to mathematicks 
the death of the fpirit of prayer, and adds : " Suffer not your- 
; <{ felf to be bewitched with the inchantment of geometry. 
<c Nothing will fooner dry up in you the interiour fpirit of re- 
" collection and devotion." St. John to fhun this rock, was 
careful that his ftudies fhould never degenerate into a paflion ; 
he never fufFered them to diffipate his mind, or encroach on his 
cxercifes of devotion, or any other duties, and in his inquiries 
ihunned all idle curiofity. Having by retirement prepared 
himfclf for his laft paflage, he died in his cell about the year 
7^0. His tomb was difcovered near the church porch of this 
Laura, in the twelfth century, as John Phocas teilities (4). 



(2) Mill. Liter. (3) Fenelon, cp. 155- (4) Fhocas in 
Dcicsipc. Palcttina. 

lite h afcribed to Sc. John Da- tain:; pious refleclions. Though 

mafcen in the Englifh and fonie 3>arlaam and Jofaphat are names 

other editions : but in old maim- of two holy p.^-ion;., the greater 

icn j>t.«i is atlrihiued to other an- part of ihi 1 . piece i:; thought *<> 

tlioi-,, ;uul i'uenu; nor to be the- hi: a parable or .ilh/oory. See 

vvm, vl) { iliii. j'.u-lier. It ir. ciuei- I I. net Jur ronvinv w'm Rom, p. 

\mu\w imu invtjniuiiii, and cju- t.o. 



MAY 



( 30S ) 



MAY 7 



St, STANISLAS, Bifhop of Cracow, 

Martyr. 

Front his life elegantly written by Longinus Duglofs, JIfti fix 
ChromeruSy Kremzius, i?. 3. c. 12, 13, 14, lsc* 

A. D. 1079. 

STanislas Sezepanowski was born on the twen- 
ty- fixth. of July 1030, at Sezapanow, in the dioccfe of 
Cracow. His parents, both of the mofr. i]luftrious families of 
Poland, had paffed thirty years together without hTuc, when 
this fon Was given them by heaven, after they had loft all hopes 
of children. They received him with thankfgiving to God, 
and devoted him from his birth to the divine fervice. The ex- 
ample of their extraordinary piety, charity to the poor and con- 
ftant practice of mortification made infenfible impreffions upon 
the tender heart of their fon, which were ftreng then ed by their 
afiiduous inftrudtions. Young Staniflas from his very infancy 
the wed an unufual affeclion for prayer, ferlouCnefs and morti- 
fication, being very temperate in his meals, often fecretly ly- 
ing on the ground, and inuring himfelf to fuffer cold and other 
inconveniences; in which a£ts of feJf- denial he was privately en- 
couraged by his parents ; who werq far from giving into thepre- 
pofierous fondneis of many who by a fal/e tendcrnefs too often 
make them/elves the fpiritual, and fometimes alfo the corporal 
murderers of their offspring, Staniflas being fent to fchool, by his 
progre/s in learning furpalled the expectation and even wilhcsot 
his friends : yet was always more careful to advance in piety, "c 
had no rclifh for fuperfluous amuicmcnts 5 the time allowed iof 
recreation he abridged as much as health would permit, and the 
money which was given him lor his pocket was always f cciet- 
ly employed in itlieving the poor. When grownup, he was 
fent to purfuc his fludies at Gncfiia, the firft univerlity in the 
kingdom, and thence to Paris. His mildnefs, moddty, to' 

plicity and caudour, joined with his capacity for ' carn !"£i 
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aiiied him every where as many friends and admirers as he 
t niailers and acquaintance. After feven years fpent in the 
hools of canon-law and divinity at Paris, refilling out of nu- 
llity the degree of doctor, which was offered him, he re- 
ifurocd home; and upon the demife of his parents difpofed of 
Nbis plentiful fortune in favour of the poor. He received the 
^jioly order of priefthood from the hands of Lampert Zuia, 
? hifhop of Cracow, and was by him made canon of his cathe- 
dral, and foon after his preacher and vicar general. His afn> 
! duous fermons, animated by ihe Ipiric of God with which he 
Lwas rcplcnifhed, and fupported by the example and fancYity of 
j lis life, produced a wonderful reformation of manners, and in- 
spired many with a contempt of the world to follow Chrifr. 
f' Both clergy and laity had recourfe to his advice in all fpiritual 
!' "concerns from every part of the kingdom : and his diocefan„ 
) dcfirous of having him for his fucceflbur, made an offer to re- 
[ fi^n to him his bilboprick ; but the faint's oppofition proved a 
\ bar not to be removed. However, upon the death of Lam- 
pert he found himfelf unable to withlland the united votes of the 
king, clergy and people, feconded by an cxprefs order they had 
^obtained from pope Alexander II. for complying with their 
\ choice. Wherefore, not to refill the voice and will of heaven, 
|ic obeyed, and was confecrated bifhop in 1072. This fee, 
f which had been formerly metropolitical had at that time loft 
"its archiepifcopal prerogative. 

Staniflas, feeing himfelf veiled with the character of a fuc- 
[ccflbur of the apollles, fludicd to be fuch in his fpirit and 
[warmers. His houfe was always crowded with poor, and he 
peept a lift of all the widows and diftreiled perfons. He was 
'indefatigable in his functions, cfpecially preaching, and fcarcc 
knew how to fet bounds to his mortification and the exercifes 
Jof prayer. He vifited his whole dioccfe every year, and no 
[irregularity, whether in clergy or laity, could pais unobferved 
|by him. II olefins II. was then king of Poland. This prince 
ffullied the glory of his victories (having had great luccefs 
gagainft the Ruffians) by his unbridled lull and debaucheries, and 
J by horrid acts of tyranny and injuflicc which procured him the 
jiurname of the Cruel. Though married, lie was not alhamed 
to ofler violence to fcvcral ladies of quality: and from private 
crimes broke at laft into the mofl publick and brutifh extrava- 
gances, Thofe who approached him durft not make him pro- 
|j )ci * rem on U ranees : fuch was the dread of his fury. Staniilas* 
however, boldly laid before him in private the fcandal and 

of his conduct. The king endeavoured at firfl to ex~ 
tCMUltU; "is guilt, and when pre fled clofer by the iaiiU made 

m<: "^w of Repentance, But whatever imprcJlion his re- 
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monftrances might make upon his mind, it foon wore oftj ^ 
the king fell into his ufual diforders, and began to exprefs J 
averfion againft the good bifhop, and to complain of his bold, 
nefs s neither were flatterers wanting to inflame his refentmcau 
The prince, carried off, and kept by violence, a very beautiful! 
woman, wife of Mieciflas, a gentleman in the palatinate of- 
Sirad, and had by her feveral children. The archbifhop 0 f: 
Gnefna, and others of the epifcopal order that had free accefs 
to the king's perfon, were hereupon folicited by the nobility to 
carry their complaints to the king, and lay before him the : 
enormity of his crime ; but the fear of offending their foverciaa 
flopped their mouths: and this their fiJence was conflrued by! 
the people in no other light than that of a mercenary con- 
nivance. Staniflas was the only perfon that had the courage, 
requifite to difcharge this duty. Having accordingly recom/ 
mended the fuccefs of the affair to God, he went to court at 
the head of feveral gentlemen and ecclefiafticks, and once more 
conjured the king, upon the moft preffing considerations, to 
put an end to his enormous and fcandalous diforders. He con- 
cluded his remonftrance with telling him, that, if he perfiiW 
in his crimes, he ran the rifk of being cut off from the com- 
munion of the faithful by the fentence of excommunication, 
This threw the king into a violent rage, who regarding the 
faint's charitable expofrulation as an infult not to be borne, 
gave a free loofe to his paflion and vowed revenge. He had 
firfr. recourfe to calumnies. The faint having purchafed, fomc 
years before, an cftate of one Peter, a gentleman of Piotra- 
win, who was fince dead, and fettled it upon his church, the! 
nephews of the deceafed were inveigled to accufe the bifhopi; 
contrary to truth, that he had never paid for the prcmifes. The; 
caufe was pleaded before the king, and the witneffes ofthi 
payment durft not appear, having been privately intimidated 
by the king's agents. The Polifh hiftorians of later ages, re- 
late, that the faint, after three days fpent in failing and prayer, 
went accompanied with his clergy to the church of Piotrawm, 
which is in the palatinate of Lublin, and caufing the grave to 
be opened railed Peter to life, and brought him into oped 
court, where he declared before the king and the affcrnbly that 
the land was bought and paid for by Staniflas; after which, 
being led back to his grave, he again returned to his former 
ftate. ^ . 

The king hereupon fecmed reconciled with the faint : buttjw 
fuccecding acls of cruelty which he cxercifed upon his fubj e h 
to whom he became a more inhuman tyrant than he had w 
even to his conquered enemies at Kijow in Ruflia, llirrcc tp 

again the w<\\ of the holy pallor 5 and when he could not 
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mftted into the king's prefence, he zcaloufly applied himfelf 
/aftincrs, tears and prayers for his con\erlion. 
edy applied to the evils he deplored, he made the king a third 
fit, and endeavoured to open his eyes. But the prince like a 
ad and defperate patient, who looks upon the phyfician that 
mes to cure him as his greateft enemy, threatened the faint 
ith certain death if he continued to difturb him. Stan i Has 
ill thought it his duty not to abandon his truft, and left nothing 
juried to compafs hie charitable ends 5 but finding all meafures 
effectual, he, after a fourth vifit, excommunicated him. 
nd having left orders with the canons of the cathedral to 
Sreak off the church-office in cafe the king, in defiance of the 
nfure, fhould attempt to enter the church while the few ice 
as performing, he left the city and retired to St. Michael's, a 
all chapel at a little diftance from Cracow- Thither the 
;ing followed him with his guards, whom he ordered to 
affacre him on the fpot : but going into the chapel with this 
tent, they were ftruck with fuch a refpecl and dread at the 
rcfence of the venerable bifhop, that they durft not attempt it, 
Uing the king that a great light from heaven had affrighted 
em, and prevented their executing his orders. The like hap- 
ned to a fecond and a third troop : upon which the king went 
himfelf to animate them to perpetrate the murder* Yet no one 
urft ftrike the man of God, till the king himfelf calling them 
afe cowards rufhed forward and difpatched him with his own 
and. Then his life-guards fell on, and cut the martyr's body 
to pieces, which they fcattered about the fields to be devoured 
y beads and birds of prey. But eagles are faid to have de- 
ended them, till the canons of his cathedral, three days after, 
athcred them together, and privately buried them before the 
qui* of the chapel, in which he was martyred. Ten years 
fter the body was tran dated into the cathedral in Cracow in 
088, and honoured with innumerable miracles. The barba- 
rous king forbad all marks of forrow or mourning for his death, 
pope Gregory VII. excommunicated the tyrant and all his ac- 
orn pi ices in this facrilegious a£l, and the unhappy prince, tor- 
cntcd with the rack of his own confeience, and feeing him- 
df detelied by all his fubjedb, fled out of Poland into H un- 
ary, and there perifhed miferably, fomc fay by becoming his 
wncxecutioncr. Stanidas was crowned on the eighth of May, 

I0 79» He was folenuily Canonized by Innocent XV, in 1253. 
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On the fame DAY 

St. Benedict II. pope, C. He was a native of Rome, and 
having been brought up from his infancy in the fervice of the 
church, was well ikjJJed in the holy fcriptu res, and in the eccleiiafu. 
cal chanting or church jnufick, of which he.was a devout admirer. 
To fing afliJuoufly the divine praifes on earth is a kind of novitiate 
to the Hate of the bieflod in heaven, and an employment the moil . 
fweet and comforcable to a foul that truly loves God (aV Benedict i 
was always humble, meek, patient, mortified, a lover of poverty, ! 
and moil generous to the poor. Being ordained pried, he had a 
lhare in the government of the Roman church under the pontificates 
of Agatho and Leo II. Benedict was chofen pope upon the death 
of the latter in 683, but to obtain the emperour's confent it was 
neceflary to wait aim oft a year till the return of meffengers fent to 
Conitantinoplc. On which account the fee remained vacant all that 
time, and Benedict: was only ordained on the twenty -fixth of June 
684. The emperour Conltans II. grandfon to Heraclius, had en- 
deavoured to eltablifh in the Eaft the Monothelite herefy during an 
uneaiy reign of twenty- fix years : but being flain by an Armenian 
fervant at Syracufa in Sicily, in 668, his fon Conftantine, Po- 
gonatus or the Bearded, afcended the throne, and put to death 
the man who had murdered his father, and who had been 
falutcd emperour by the army in Sicily. Conftantine was a moil 
religious and orthodox prince, and reigned feventeen years with 
great glory. He concurred with pope Agatho in afTembling the 
iixth general council at Conftantinople, in 680. Pope Leo II. fen: 

the decrees of the fynod into Spain. After his deceafe, Benedict II. 
purfued the fame affair, and the Spanifh bifhops in a council at To- 
ledo approved and received the definition of faith publifhed by die 
iixth general council. They difpatched to the pope a copy of their 
decree and confeflion of faith with their fubferiptions annexed, 
wherein they acknowledge two wills in Chrift. Pope Benedift, 
however, obferved in their confeflion certain obfeure cxprefiions, 01 
which ho denied a clearer explanation. For this purpofe the fif- 
teenth council of Toledo was held, in which they were expounded 
in a lenfc entirely orthodox. The bifhops of Rome were anciently 
chofen by the clergy and people of Rome, according to the dii- 
cipline of thofc times ; the chriilian emperours were the head of tM 
people, on which account their confent was required. Hut WW 
they refided in the Kali, this condition produced often long delays 



(a) The Ciftercian breviary 

calls this the principal end and 
function of that holy Order ; 
from an a flection ate regard to 
which feveral monafteries take 
their name, as that of Laude, 
or J)f Liiudc /><■:/, &c. In the ca- 
thedral of Tours there iy this 



epitaph of Ouvrandc, a pw« 
mailer of miiiick : 

ham divlna mibt Jhmpcr full 

CtlVft- 1 ' 

r»Jl ubiinm jit hut dlvina tnibi *«- 



May 7. St. JOHN of Beverley, B. C. 313 

and confiderable inconveniences. Pope Benedict reprefented this to 
Conftantine, and that pious prince readily palled a law, add reflect 
to the clergy, the people, and the army at Rome, allowing thac 
the perfon by them elected mould be forthwith ordained, as Ana- 
Jlafius relates : neverthelefs fome emperours ftill required to be con- 
fulted. Such was the veneration of this good prince for the holy 
pope Benedict, that he fent to him a lock of the hair of his 
two fons Juftinian and Heraclius, as a token of their adop- 
tion by him, according to the cuilom of thofe times. 'i his 
religious emperour overcame the Saracens in a war of feven 
years continuance both by fea and land ; he recovered from 
them fevcral provinces, and obliged them to pay him an annual 
tribute. He died in peace in 685. Pope Benedict laboured 
much for the converfion of hereticks, and in repairing and adorning 
churches. He did not complete eleven months in the pontificate ; 
but filled this fhort term with good works. lie died on the feven th. 

of" May, 686, and was buried in St. Peter's church. See his 

letter, and Analtafius Biblioth. T. 6. Concil. 

St. John of feverley, B. C. This illuftrious faint was born at 
Haipham, a village in the province of the Deiri, which comprifed 
Yorkfhire, Lancaihire and the refl of the kingdom of the Nor- 
thumbers on the South fide of the Tyne ; what lay beyond it being 
called Bernicia. An earncit defire of qualifying himfelf for the: 
fcrvice of God drew him young into Kent, where he made great 
progrefs in- learning and piety in the famous ichool of St. Theodorus, 
the archbifhop, under the direction of the holy abbot Adrian ( 1 ). 
Afterwards returning into his own country, he purfued the excrciies 
of piety in the monaltery of men under St. Hilda at Whitby ; till 
in the beginning of the reign of king Alfred, upon the death of 
Eata, he was made bifliop of Hagulftad or II exam. What tin.c he 
had to fpare from his functions he confecratcd to heavenly contem- 
plation ; retiring for that purpofe into the church-yard of St. Mi- 
chael's beyond the river Tyne, about a mile and half from Hagul- 
ltad, efpccially during the forty days of .Lent. He was accuf loin eel 
to take with him fome poor perfon whom he ferved during that 
time. Once in the beginning of a Lent he took with him a dumb 
youth, who never had Tbcen able to utter one word, and whofe head, 
was covered with hideous fcabs and fcales without; any hair. The faint 
caufeel a manfion to be built for this lick youth within his inclolhrc, 
and often admitted him into his own cell. On the fecond Sunday 
he made the fign of the crofs on his tongue, and Ioofcd if:. Then 
lie taught him to fay Gtvi, which figniiies in Saxon TWt or I'cs ; then 
the letters of the alphabet A, B, (J, and afterwards iyllablos and 
words. Thus the youth miraculoufly obtained his ipecch. More- 
over, by the faint's blcfling the remedies prefcribed by a phyhciau 
whom he employed, his head was entirely healed, rind be- 
came covered with hair. When St. Wilfrid returned from bu- 
mihment St. John yielded up to him the fee of Ha<»n]il:i'l " but 
lome time after, upon the death ol Bofa, a man oi £;ical lanc- 
Vol. 11. Y " tity 



(1) B^de, I. 5. c, 2 6. Set* Britunnin "'ar-aa 
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tity and humility, as Bede teftifies, he was placed in t'ie archicpif. 
copal choir of York. Venerable Bede, who received the holy or. 
ders of deacon and prieft from his hands, gives ample teftimonv to 
his fanclity ; and relates the inflantaneous cure of the fick wife of 
a neighbouring Thane or lord by holy water, and feveral other mi. 
racles performed by him, from the teltimony of Bercthun, abbot of 
Beverley, and Herebald, abbot of Tinmouth, who had been eye. 
witnefles to feveral of them. St John made frequent retirement 
his delight, to renew thereby his fpirit of devotion left the diillpa- 
tion of exterior employs mould extinguifh it. He chofe for his re- 
treat a monaftery which he had built at Beverley, then a foreft, now 
a market town, twenty- feven miles from York. This monafkry 
according to the cuftom of thofe times, he erected for theufeof 
both fexes, and put it under the government of his difciple Berc- 
thun or Brithun, firft abbot of Beverley, then called Endeirwoodor 
wood of the Deiri. In 717, being much broken with age and fatigues 
he refigned his biiboprick to his chaplain St. Wilfrid the Younger, 
and having ordained him bifhop of York, he retired to Beverley, 
where he fpent the remaining four years of his life in the punctual 
performance of all monaftick duties. He died there the death of 
the juft on the feventh of May, 721. His fucceflbur governed the 
fee of York fifteen years, was a great lover of the beauty of God's 
houfe, and is named among the faints, April 29. The monaftery 
of Beverley having been deftroyed by the Danes, king Athellhn, 
who had obtained a great vielory over the Scots by the interceflion 
of St. John, founded in his honour, in the fame place, a rich col- 
legiate church of canons. King Henry V. attributed to the inter- 
ceflion of this faint the glorious viclory of Aginconrt, on which oc- 
cafion a fynod, in 141 6, ordered his fellival to be folcmnly kept 
over all England (1). The Bollandifts, in the fecond tome of May, 
have publifhed four books of the miracles wrought at the relicks of 
St. John of Beverley, written by eye witne/Tes. His facrcd bones 
were honourably tranflated into the church by Alfrick, archbifhop 
of York, in 1037 : a fcaft in honour of which tranflation was kept 
at York on the twenty-fifth of October. On the thirteenth of Sep- 
tember (not the twenty -fourth, as Mr. Stevens fays) in 1664, the 
fexton digging a grave in the church of Beverley, difcovered a vault 
of freeftone, in which was a box of lead, containing feveral pieces 
cf bones, with ibme duit, yielding a fvveet fmcll ; with inferiptions 
by which it appeared thatthefe were the mortal remains of St John 
of Beverley, as we read in Dugdale's hiftory of the collegiate 
church of Beverley, who has tranferibed them, p. 57. Thefc 
relicks had bten hid in the beginning of the reign of king Ed- 
ward VI. Dugduh: and Stevens teilify, that they were all re- 

interred in the middle-alley of the fame church. Alcuin [a) had an 

ex* 

(1) Sec J\yn wood e Pra*uinctale 9 104. 

(a) Alcuin, or Alcw.ine, that Niccphorus in Greek) was a 

is, All-win (the fame name in native of York, as he hinifcli 

the original Saxon as Victor and declares in his poem on the 

Vinccntius in Latin ; N ice uis and faints of that diocele J'o- 
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extraordinary devotion to St John of Beverley, and in his poem on 
the faints of York, publifhed by Thomas Gale, gives a long hi- 

itory 



reigners not being accuflomed 
to°pronounce the W, he omit- 
ted it in his name ; which 
he mollified into Albinus, pre- 
fixing to it in France the name 
of Flaccus. In his letters he 
often ftyles himfelf Flaccus 
Albinus, "never Albinus Flaccus, 
as many moderns falfely call 
him. Alcuin was nobly born, 
became a monk at York, 
and was made deacon of that 
church He learned Latin, 
Greek and the elements of the 
Hebrew language, and went 
through the facred ftudies under 
Egbert and Elbert, who taught 
a great fchool in that city till 
they were fucceffively placed in 
the archiepifcopal chair. When 
Elbert fucceeded Egbert in that 
dignity, in 766, he committed to 
Alcuin the care of the fchool 
and of the great library belong- 
ing to that church Eanbald 
fucceeding his uncle Elbert fent 
Alcuin to Rome, to bring over his 
pall in 780. Charlemagne king 
of France, afterwards emperour, 
meeting him at Parma, earneftly 
deiircd to detain him ; but the 
canons obliged him to return to 
hio own church. However, that 
prince prevailed with the king of 
Notthiimberland and the arch- 
bifhop of York to fend him back 
into France. He appointed him 
to open a great fchool in his own 
palace, and generally afliflcd in 
pei Ion at his leflbns with the 
prince:, his fans and other lords. 
He alio, by his advice, inftitutcd 
an academy in his palace, cou- 
pling of many learned men who 
met on certain days to tlifcourfe 
on points of facie <1 learning In 
"«* academy Alcuiu took the 



name of Flaccus from Horace, 
the king that of David, Ade- 
lard of Corbie that of Augu-^' 
Itine, &c. The king fent Alcuin 
his embafladour to king OiFa, in 
790. to adjuft certain diiferences ; 
he honoured him exceedingly, 
and ufually called him his ma- 
iler : by his advice he made fe- 
veral literary eftablifhments, and 
confulted him in affairs of Hate. 
This great man afliited at the 
council of Francfort in 794, and 
at that of Aix-la-Chapelle, in 
799, in which latter he confuted 
Felix of Urge!, who was pre- 
fent. He and Elipandus, ano~ 
ther Spanifh bifhop, revived the 
Demi-Neftorian errour, main- 
taining that Chriii as man was 
only the adoptive, not the natural. 
Son of God. Whence it would 
follow that he aflumed not onlv 
the human nature, but al(b a 
human perfon : which was the 
herefy of Ncjl-irius. Elipandus 
reproached Alcuin for his riches* 
and the number of h s vaiTaia. 
Alcuin difcovers his uiilntcrell- 
cdnefs and fptrit of poverty in 
feveral letters, as in that to the 
pricfl Eata, and in others. Writ- 
ing to the bifhop ol Lyons he 
jultifies himfelf. iaying: il Eli- 
" panel us objects u> me my 
41 riches, fervants and vallals, 
** which amount, to the number 

*' of ?.o,ooo, not reilccling that 

'* the pofleilion of riches is vi- 
ciou« only from the attachment 
" of the heait. It is one thin c: 
*' to poilcfs the world, and ano- 
*' ther to be poileiled by the 
'* world. Some po fiefs riches, 
<l though pcrieclly diiengaged 
" from them in their hearts : 
«* others though they enjoy none 

y 2 M v t» t- 
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ftory of the miracles wrought by him from verfe 1085, to 121 
Rabanus Maurus has placed Alcuin in his martyrology on the 
nineteenth of May. 



yet love and covet them." 
Thefe vafTals belonged to the 
feveral abbeys of which the king 
compelled him to undertake the 
adminutration ; purely that he 
might eftablifh in them regular 
difcipline, and employ the fur* 
plus of the revenues in alms, ac- 
cording to the intentions of fuch 
foundations, as Lupus abbot of 
Ferriers (ep. 11.) and the ano- 
nymous life of St. Aldericus, 
archbifhop of Sens, a/Tare us : 
for the king had made him his 
general almoner to relieve the 
diitreiTed, and appointed him a 
houfe for the reception of Gran- 
gers. How tedious the hurry of 
& court is to a lover of learning 
or folitude, any one may judge 
who has read the genuine de- 
scription of a court life, in the 
time of our king Henry II. in 
Peter of BJois, or John of Salis- 
bury. Alcuin never ceafed to 
complain of its yoke and the 
diflipation attending it, and to 
folicit the king for leave to re 
tire into fome monaftery till at 
length he obtained his requeft. 
He petitioned to go to that of 
Fulda, but the king would by no 
jneans confent that he mould 
withdraw to fo great a diflance 
from court ; but fufrcrcd him to 
retire to that of St. Martin's at 
7 'ours, of which he had nomi- 
nated him abbot in 796. He 
was fl.il 1 obliged often to wait on 
the king; and fettled the refor- 
mation of St. Benedict gf Anian 



in the houfes which were fubjeft 
to him. He had long alleged 
his age and feeblenefs, that he 
might be permitted to refign the 
government of the feveral great 
abbeys which had been commit, 
ted to his care." At length his 
tears and intreaties prevailed, 
and according to his earneit defire 
he was reduced to the conditi- 
on of a private monk, ibme 
time before his happy death, 
which happened at '1 ours, on 
the nineteenth of May, 804, on 
Whitfunday, as he had begged 
of God. See his life in Ma- 
billon, -(Act. Bened. T. 4. p. 
146.) alfo in his annals of that 
Order, (b. 25. 27 ) 

The moil complete edition of 
the works of Alcuin was given 
us by the learned Andrew Du- 
chefne, in three tomes, in 16171 
His comments on the fcripturc 
confift in extracts from the an- 
cient fathers . He has lef t us the 
Jives of St. Vedait, St. Martin, 
St. Riquier, and St. Willibrord. 
His letters of which we have 
1 15 publifhed by Duchefne, 67 
by Canifius, feveral others by 
Ulher, Baluzeand Mabillon, me 
curious, and are addrcfled to fe- 
vcral kings, queens, prelates and 
other great men. His moral 
works breathe a finccrc piety: 
the dogmatick are folid and 
clofe. His doctrine in all point* 
of faith is molt pure, and he lets 
flip no opportunity of exerting 

liijj xca.1 in its defence. 
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The Apparition of St. MICHAEL 

the Archangel. 

LMIGHTY God difplayeth the riches of his good- 
jt\ nefs, power and glory in the production of his creatures ; 
and in them he manifefteth his own perfections. The whole 
world is as it were one great temple, where thq divine prefence 
fhincs, as it did in the Jewifli at the time of its dedication, in 
a vifible glory. We owe to him a tribute of praife and thankf- 
giving for all his works, but more particularly for the noble 
and pure intelligences on whom he has ftamped his own fpiri- 
tual image in a more perfect: manner. He hath enriched them 
with the treafures of his grace, and of fpotlefs fanctity, and 
hath made them the immortal and blefied inhabitants of his 
heavenly kingdom. They are by the perfection of their na- 
ture fuperiour to man (i), who feems to hold the loweft rank 
in the fcale of rational beings, and to be the link between the 
fpiritual and the material world ; he being by his body allied to 
matter, and by his foul to the celeftial intelligences. He is 
therefore in natural perfections elTentialJy inferiour and fubordi- 
natc to thofe pure fpirits ; neverthelefs, in grace he may furpafe 
them 5 and the church allures us that the Blefied Virgin tran- 
feends their higheft Orders. Upon their creation God placed 
them in a ftate of meriting; and, whilft Lucifer and his ad- 
herents fell by pride, and were changed into devils, the good 

fpirits perfevering in juftice were confirmed in grace and 
crowned with glory. 

It is manifeft from the holy fcripturcs, that God is pleafed to 
make frequent ufe of the miniftry of the heavenly fpirits in the 
difpenfations of his providence in this world, and especially to- 
wards man. Hence the name of Angel (which is not properly 
a denomination of nature, but office) has been appropriated 
to them, especially to a certain Order among them. The fa- 
thers from the facred oracles diltingtiifh nine Orders of thele 
holy fpirits, namely, the Seraphims, Cherubirns and Tin ones; 
Dominations, Principalities and Poweis ; Virtues, Archange ls 

Y 3 and 

(1) Hebr. ii. 7. Pf. viii, 6, 
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and Angels (2). Though many think that the apoftle hath not 
enumerated all the ranks of thofe noble beings (3). St. Gre- 
gory the Great (4), and the ancient author of the book 0 K 
the Celeftial Hierarchy commonly afcribed to St. Dicnyfius the 
Areopagite, divide thefe nine Orders into three hierarchies, and 
each of thefe again into three ranks. Each Order among them 
hath its characteriftical perfections and functions, by which the 
fpirits which compofe it; in a particular manner fet forth and 
glorify fome attribute of the Deity : one his fupreme domi- 
nion and power, another his ftrength, the Cherubims his om- 
nifcience or boundlefs knowledge, the Seraphims his infinite 
love. Archangels are thofe fpirits whom God makes his am- 
baffadours in the execution of his greateft defigns. The an- 
gels he employs in his ordinary difpenfations to men. Their 
numbers are exceeding great, they being reprefemed in fcrip- 
ture by thoufands of thoufands, and ten thoufand times ten 
thoufand : and it is written in the book of Job : Is there any 
numbering of his foldiers (5) f Thefe numberlefs armies of glo- 
rious fpirits are the bright ornament of the heavenly Jerufalem. 
They are called by St. Clemens of Alexandria (6), The firfi 
legotten of God* And by St. Sophronius (7), The living images 
and rcprefentatives of God. As a fkilful architect he polilhcs 
more thofe ftones which he deftines to a more noble rank, and 
to more excellent purpofes. 

The angels are all pure fpirits (8), that is, they are uncom- 
pounded immaterial fubftances, or fubfifting ilmple beings which 
have no parts, as bodies and matter have. In them nothing is 
to be found of colour, fhape, extenfion or any other qualities 
of matter. They are, by a property of their nature, immor- 
tal, as every fpirit is. For a fimple entity, or what hai no 
parts, can only perifh by annihilation, which is a fupcrnatural 
act of di vine omnipotence, no lefe than creation. On the con- 
trary, a body being compounded of parts, is naturally mortal; 
being obnoxious to continual vici/htudes, and liable to pc/iJh 
by a Reparation or diilblution of its parts. Hence the bodies 01 
the elect after the general refurrcction will be immortal only 
by a gift of grace. As in their nature, fo in its properties and 
appendices do the angels furpafs inferiour creatures, 'i lien* 

fubtilty, quicknefs of penetration, cxtenfivc knowledge and 

j tic lice 

(2) rtphef. i. 21. Col. i. \G. (3) St. IJier. in Fjiliuf i. 

St. OiiyfoHom, Horn. 3. in Kphcf. £r Mom ,j. do hicoji'picli. 
&c. U) IJom. 34. in Evang. (<J Job x\v. 3. {<>) torou. 
J. 6. (7) Or. de Angel, excel. (8) K. ciil 

Hcbr. u 14. Kphef. v : . \z Vide ('aires apud iVuv, I dc An- 
•vclis. S. I^naii. ad 'I Vail i an s &e. 



May 8* The Apparition of St. Michael. 319 

fcience ill natural things, are undoubtedly perfect in proportion 
to the excellency of their beings, in as much as they are pure 
intelligences. It is no lefs certain that they enjoy the faculty of 
communicating to each other their thoughts and conceptions, 
which St. Paul calls the tongues of angels. Their difcourfe can 
only be intellectual, as Theodoret obferves (9), but muft on 
that account be the more per feci:. The prophets frequently ex- 
prefs it as a peculiar and diftinguifhing property of God alone, 
that he is the f ear cher of hearts \ fo that his all-feeing eye always 
penetrates into their moft hidden recelles, and no creature can 
conceal any thing from Him, before whom all things are light. 
In what manner the angels communicate their thoughts or un- 
derftand thofe of others, we are not able clearly to determine. 
St. Thomas and divines ufually teach, with St. Gregory (10), 
that God fpeaks to his angels by interiourly difcovering to them 
his will, and by infpiring them with a fweet inclination to exe- 
cute all his orders ; and that thefe pure fpirits fpeak to one ano- 
ther by the interiour defire or will of communicating their 
thoughts and fentiments. By whatever means the angels ui> 
derftand the language of their fellow fpirits, by the like they 
may hear the defires of a human foul, fuch at leaft as are ad- 
dre&ed to them, or which it concerns them to know. Our 
guardian angels may in an inftant convey or intimate our con- 
cerns to fpirits that are remote; and God alfo can immediately 
reveal our thoughts when he pleafes to them. That they know 
our concerns, and by charity intereft themfelves in them is cer- 
tain, or there could not be joy in heaven^ and before the angels of 
God over one fmner doing penance (11)- Even devils can fuggeffc 
to our minds evil thoughts, paint in the imagination dangerous 
objects, frequently fee the confent of the human heart, and ac- 
cufc men at the divine tribunal. That fpirits have a natural 
power of exerting their agency on bodies is proved from feve- 
ral inftances in holy writ, not only of good angels, but alfo of 
devils when God doth not rcftrain their natural frrength. Evil 
fpi 1 its flew the feven firft incontinent hufbands of Sara, hm ltd 
the fwine into the lake, and carried Chrilt in the air. Angels 
liave the power of moving or conveying themfelves from place to 
place : in which they are fwift even as our thought : and fuch 
is their activity that it is not eafy for us to conceive it. If 
light comes from the fun to our eye in feven minuter, it mult 
travel 200,000 miles in a fecond. Yet this is corporeal mo- 
tion, which client ially requires fucccflion of Lime. Hut the 

V 4. motion 



(9) Theodoret in 1 Con xiii. I. 
0 1) Luke xv. 7. 10. 



(10) Moral. 1. z. a i 



320 The Apparition of St. Michael. Mays, 

motion of a fpiric from the high eft heaven to the lower! p omt 
in the umvcrfe is infrantaneous (12). 

This is an imperfect a b lira 61 of what divines deliver from 
the oracles of holy writ concerning the nature and properties 
of the good fpirits. But unfpeakably more tranfcendent nnd 
more admirabie are the noble fpiritual endowments of grace, 
and the riches of immortal glory with which they arc adorned. 
They are the {potlefs miniAers who approach neareft to the 
throne of God 3 and in the contemplation of his infinite beauty, 
and incomprehenfible perfections drink plentifully of the foun- 
tain of his holy joy and love ; pouring forth with all their 
flrength, without intermirlion to eternity, a perfect fpiritual 
homage of profound adoration and praife, to the glory of his 
holy name. Though in this imperfect irate of human nature 
we can have but very weak notions of the tranfcendent powers 
and faculties of fuperiour fpiritual beings, revelation has at 
leaff, in part, fupplied the defect and drawn afide the veil, let- 
ting us into fome knowledge of this immaterial world of fpi- 
rits. The holy fcripture accordingly admonifhes us to watch 
and ftand upon our guard againft the malice and fnares of the 
wicked apoftate fpirits, who by their evil fuggeftions endeavour 
zo feduce and draw us into fin. It alfo allures us that the good 
angels are often employed by God in miniftering to us, and that 
they frequently lend us their friendly fuccours. It farther in- 
forms us, that when the material curtain of our body, which at 
prefent hides from our eyes the invifible fpiritual world, {hail 
be rent afunder, immediately a fudden torrent of light will 
break in upon us, and we fhall fee ourfelves in the midft of 
thofe bright Jegions. The wicked indeed fhall find themfelves 
in darknefs, under the arrcft and tyranny of the accurfed fpi- 
rits which were here their tempters, and will be hereafter their 
tormentors, and their companions in unquenchable flames. But 
a guard of holy angels will conduct the foul of every juft man, 
like Lazarus, to the abodes of light, and it (hall be aflocutcd 
to the millions of millions of happy fpirits, being hlclr a 
kindred fpiric 

Among the holy archangels, three arc particularly diflinguifh- 

ed in holy writ : SS. Michael, Gabriel and Raphael (a). St. 

Michael., whom the church honours this day, was the piincc 

of 

[12) S. Aug. Serin. 277. oh 102. <lc div. T. 5. p. nil*. 



(a) Gabriel, which in Ife- 
brew <ij\nifics eh? Jlrur\tb '•/' Uod % 
xvaii his anibaffidour in the <M"oac- 



cl\ of all my/terics, the mc.nrna- 
uon of hit; Son. lie was alio 
the inefieiurcr of Cod to deliver 
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/ 0 £ t h c faithful angels who oppofed Lucifer and his aflbciates in 
their revolt againft God. Michael in Hebrew fignifies, Who is 
like God? This was as it were his motto, when by humility he 
reprelTed the pride of that apoftate angel (13), and fet up the 
flandard againft him. Pie continues to protect the faints from 
his aflaults. When the body of Mofes was ordered to be ie- 
cretly buried left it mould prove an occafion of idolatry or fu- 
pcrftition to the Jews, who had been accuftomed to fee the fu- 
• pcrftitious practices of the Egyptians towards their dead 
princes and friends, the devil attempted to prevent the execu- 
tion of the divine order, that he might infult the body, or 
make it an objecT: of the people's fin. But St. Michael checked 
his infolence, not commanding him in his own name, but 
with humility intimating to him the command of God to de- 
lift ( 14). As the devil is the fworn enemy of God's holy 
church 5 St. Michael is its fpecial protector againft his aflaults 
and flratagems : in this quality he was the defender of the 
Jewii'h fynagogue, as is gathered from Daniel (15), and 2a- 
chary (16) 5 and it appears from the moft ancient books of the 
Rabbins, that he was always acknowledged fuch by the He- 
brews : who even think he was the angel that conducled them 
into the promifed land, and was the inftrument or minifter of 
God in giving them the law, and in other fignal favours. 
This holy archangel has ever been honoured in the chriftian 
church, under the fame title as her guardian under God, and as 
the protector of the faithful ; for God is pleafed to employ the 
zeal and charity of the good angels and their leader againft the 
malice of the devil. To thank his adorable goodnefs for this 
benefit of his merciful providence is this feftival inftituted by 
the church in honour of the good angels : in which devotion 
Ihe has been encouraged by feveral apparitions of this glorious 
archangel. Among others it is recorded, that St. Michael, in 
a vilion, admoniftied the bifhop of Siponto to build a church 
in his honour on Mount Gargano, now called Monte-de- 

Sant 

('3) Apoc. xii. 7. (14) Jud. 9. .(15) Ch. xii. 

nto/l folemn promifc of the took away hi:; power of hurt- 

l.nnc myilcry to the prophet Da- ing : lor this, sis. St. Aullin ob- 

nit;1 - , Knphae] lignitics the heat- ferves, (S. Aug. J 20. de civ. c. 

W£ o/ <iOft, This archangel con- 7. 8.) is what 111 the fcripturcs is 

^wl yoiuifr Toby to K.-m.cs, called binding wicked ipirita, 

lim;d 1 »» lather's b!iiulin:fs, (Mat. xii. 2<;. lVlark iii. 27. 

^'ilccl away the devil A (mod «- z l*ct. ii. 4.. Apoc. XX. 2.) 
J > aii d bound him ; that is. 
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Sant Angelo, in the Capitanate, near Manfredonia, j n ^ 
kingdom of Naples. This biftory is confirmed by Sigebert in 
his chronicle, and by the ancient tradition of the churches 0 f 
that country and is approved authentick by the judicious 
critick Mabillon, who viflted thofe places, and examined the 
records and monuments (i j). This church was erefled in the 
iixth century, and is a place of great devotion. When the 
emperour Otho III. had, contrary to his word, put to death 
for rebellion Crefcentius, a Roman fenator ; being touched with 
remorfe, he caft himfelf at the feet of St. Romuald, who in fa. 
tisfadtion for his crime, enjoined him to walk barefoot, on a 
penitential pilgrimage, to St. Michael's on Mount Gargano: 
which penance he performed in 1002, as St. Peter Damian re- 
lates. In France Autbert, bifliop of Avranches, moved, it is 
faid, b)' certain vifions, built in 708, a church in honour of 
St. Michael, on a barren rock which hangs over the fca be-» 
tween Normandy and Britany. In the tenth age this collegiate 
church was changed into a great Benedictine abbey. In imi- 
tation of this was the famous church of St. Michael founded 
in Cornwal, in the reign of William the conqueror, by Wil- 
liam earl of Moreton, on a mountain which the tide encom- 
pafles. The Greeks mention in their Menaea a famous appari- 
tion of St. Michael at Chone, the ancient Coloffe in Phrygia. 
Many apparitions of good angels in favour of men are recorded 
both in the Old and New Teftament. It is mentioned in 
particular of this fpecial guardian and protector of the church, 
that in the perfecution of Antichrift he will powerfully Hand 
up in her defence : At that time Jhall Michael rife up> the gnat 
-prince i who Jlandeth for' the children of thy people (18). He is 
not only the protector of the church, but of every faithful foul. 
He defeated the devil by humility ; we are enlifted in the fame 
warfare. His arms were humility and ardent love of God j 
the fame mull be our weapons. We ought to regard this 
archangel as our leader under God : and courageoufly refilling 
the devil in all his afTaults, to cry out : Who can be compared 
to God ? On the good angels fee more Sept. 29. and Oft. 2. 

(17) AclaSandt. Old. S. Ecncd. foe. 3. par. 1. p. 85. Not. 4. 
(18) Dan. xii. 1, 

(b) Baronius fhews many circumftanccs of this vifion related by 
fomc moderns to be apocryphal. 
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On the fame DAY 

St. Peter Archbilhop of Tarentaife, now called Monftiers, in 
Savoy. He was a native of Dauphine. A ftrong inclination to 
learning, ailifted by a good genius and a happy memory, carried 
him very fuccefsfully through his ftudies. At twenty years of age 
he took the Ciftercian habit, at Bonnevaux, a monaftery that had 
been lately filled by a colony fent by St. Bernard from Clairvaux. 
They employed a great part of the day in hewing wood, and tilling 
. the ground in the foreft, in perpetual fiJence and interiour prayer. 
They eat but once a day, and their fare was herbs or roots, moftly 
turnips of a coarfe fort. Four hours in the twenty -four was the 
ufual allowance for fleep ; fo that rifing at midnight, they conti- 
nued m the church till it was morning, and returned no more to 
relt : which was the primitive cultom of that Order. Peter prac- 
tifed the greatelt aufterities with fervour and alacrity : he was molt 
exactly obedient, obliging to all, humble and modeft. His pious 
parents, after the birth of four children, lived in perpetual conti- 
nency, and the practice of rigorous abftinence, prayed much, and 
gave large alms : their houfe they feemed to turn into an hofpital, 
io great was the number of poor and Grangers they conftantly enter- 
tained, whom they furnifhed with good beds whilrt they themfelves 
often lay on ftraw. The father and his two other fons at length 
followed Peter to Bonnevaux, and the mother with their only 
daughter embraced the fame Order in a neighbouring nunnery. 
The year after Peter had taken the monaftick habit, his example 
was followed by Amedeus, nearly related to the en perour Conrad 
IN. and fixteen other perfons of worth and diltinclion. Amadeus 
indeed having there made his folemn profeflion with the reit, by the 
advice of perfons of great virtue and discretion, fpent fome time at 
Cluni, the better to fupcrintcnd his fon ; s education in the fchool 
eitablifliecl there for the education of youth : but he returned after 
fome time to Bonnevaux ; and made it his requcft at his re-admiflion 
that he might be enjoined the loweft offices in the houfc. To ihis 
the abbot, Jor his greater advancement in humility and penance, 
contented. The ear] of Albion his uncle, coming one day to lee 
linn, lound him in a fwcat, cleaning the monks dirty moes, and at 
the lame time, fo attentive to his prayers, as not to perceive him. 
The earl remeinbring in what Hate he had feen him .in the world, 
was io Ilruck and fo much edified at this fpectaele, that he over af- 
ter retained the deep impreflion which it made on his mind, and 
pubhlhed it at court. Amedeus built four monaJleries of his Or- 
p ; among which was that of Tamies, or Stomedium, in the de- 
nt mountains of the dioccfe of Tarentaife, of which he procured 
»>* mnniate friend St Peter, not then quite thirty years of nge\ to 
to appointed the firlt abbot, in 1 1 78. Amedeus worked himfclf 
with his fpade and mattock in building Ionic of theie inonailerics, 
and died at Bonnevaux, in the odour of fluidity, in 1140. Ui* 
on AinedeiiM for whofe education in piety he bad always the great- 
C( mccrn, after having fpcnr part of his youth in the court of his 

kinihuu 
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kinfxnan the emperour, became a Ciftercian monk under St, Ber. 
nard at Clairvaux, and died bifhop of Laufanne. 

The monaflery of Tamies feemed a houfe of terreltrial angels * 
fo conftantly were its inhabitants occupied in the employment of 
angels, paying to God an uninterrupted homage of praife, adora. 
-tion and love. St. Peter by the help of Amedeus 111. count of 
Savoy, founded in it an hofpital to receive all the poor Tick perfom 
of the country, and all Grangers ; and would be himfelf its tervant 
to attend them. In 1142, the count of Savoy procured his eledion 
to the archbilhoprick of Tarentaife, and he was- compelled by St. 
Bernard and the general chapter of his Order, though much agamil 
his own inclinations, to accept of that charge. Indeed that dio- 
cefe Hood extremely in need of fuch an apoltolick paftor, having 
been ufurped by a powerful ambitious wolf, named Idrael, whole 
depofition left it in die moffc deiblate condition. The panlh- 
churches and tithes were facrilegioufly held by laymen and the 
clergy, who ought to have Hemmed the torrent of iniquity, contri- 
buted but too often to promote irregularity by their own wicked ex- 
ample. The fight of thefe evils drew tears from the eyes of the 
faint, with which he night and day implored the divine mercy up- 
on the fouls entruftcd to hi:> care. He directed all his fails, his 
prayers and labours for the good of his flock : being perfuaded that 
the fan&ification of the people committed to his charge was ancf. 
fential condition for fecuring his own falvation. He altered nothing 
in the fimplicity of a monaftick life, and looked on the cpiicopal 
character as a laborious employment rather than a dignity. His 
clothes were plain, and his food coarfe ; for he eat nothing but 
brown bread, herbs and pulfe, of which the poor had always their 
fhare. He made the conftant vifitation of his dioccfe his employ; 
he every where exhorted and inftructed his whole charge with unwea- 
ried 2.eal and invincible patience, and beiidos he provided thefeve- 
ral parifhes of his diocefe with able and virtuous pallors. When he 
came to his bifhoprick he found the chapter of his cathedral full of 
irregularities, and the fervice of God performed in a very carelcfs 
manner; but he foon made that church a pattern of good order 
and devotion. He recovered the tithes arid other revenues of the 
church that had been ufurped by certain powerful laymen j made 
many excellent foundations for the education of youth, and the re- 
lief of the poor ; repaired fever al churches, and reltored every- 
where devotion and the decent fervice of God. The author oi his 
.life, who was the conllant companion of his labours, and the wit- 
nefs of the greatefl part of his aclions after he was made bifhop, 
a/lures us he wrought many miracles in feveral places, chiefly in 
curing the fick, and multiplying proviiions for the poor in times or 
great diHrcfs ; fo that he was regarded as a new Thaumaturges. 
The confufion his humility fullered from the honours he received, 
joined to his love of folitudc, made him refolvc to retire from the 
world ; and accordingly in 1155, after he had borne the weight or 
the cpiicopal character thirteen years, having fettled his diocele in 



good order, he difappeared on a Aid den ; and made his way to & 

Wthvi monailery of Cificrcians in jptfrmaiiv, where he 
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known. In the mean time his family and dioccfe mourned for the 

Iofs of the" 4 tender father. Strict enquiry was made in all the 
neighbouring provinces, efpecially in the monalleries, but in vain ; 
till after fome time divine providence difcovered him by the follow- 
in? accident. A young man, who had been brought up under his 
care came to the monallery in which he Jay concealed, and upon 
obferving the monks as they were going out of the church to their 
work, he knew his bifhop and made him known to the whole com- 
munity. The religious no fooner underftood who he was but they 
all fell at his feet, begged his bleifing, and exprefied much concern 
for not having known him before. The faint was inconfolable ac 
being difcovered, and was meditating a new efcape, but he was fa 
carefully watched, that it was not in his power ; fo that he was 
forced to go back to his diocefe where he was received with all de- 
nionltrations of joy. He applied himfelf to his functions with 
greater vigour than ever. The poor were always the object of his 
peculiar care. He was twice difco\ r cred to have given away, 
with the hazard of his own life, in extreme cold weather in winter, 
the wai/lcoat which he had on his back. For three months before 
the harvefl he distributed general alms among all the inhabitants 
of the mountains, provihons being always very fcarce there at that 
feafon. He founded hofpitals on the Alps for the entertainment- 
of poor travellers ; becaufe before that time many periflied for want 
of iuch a fuccour. To preferve in his heart a fpirit of devotion and 
penance, he continued to praclife as much as pofMble, all the au- 
flerities and other rules of his Order, only commuting manual la- 
bour for the fpiritual functions of his charge. By his converfation 
with the God of peace, he imbibed an eminent fpirit of that virtue, 
and learned by humility and charity to be truly the man of peace ; 
having alfo a lingular talent for extinguifhing the moll implacable and 
inveteratJ enmities. He often reconciled fovereign princes when 
they were at variance, and prevented feveral bloody wars. The 
cmperour Frederick I. fct up Oflavian, a fchifmatical pope under 
the name of Viclor agai nil Alexander IJ1. St. Peter was almolfc 
the only fubjecl: of the empire who had the courage openly to op- 
pole his unjuft attempt, and he boldly defended the cauJu of jullice 
in prefence of the tyrant, and in many council;;. The emperour, 
who bnnifhed others that fpokc in favour of that caufe, Hood in awe 
of hii, fanctity : and Peter by his mild counfels frequently foftuncd 
hi;; iiercenefs, and checked the boillerous fallies of his fury, whiKt 
hke a roaring lion he fprcad terrour on every fide.' The faint 
preached hi Alface, Burgundy, Lorrain, and in many parts of 
huly ; and confounded the obilinatc by numbcrlefs miraculous 
cures ol the fick, performed by the impofition of his hands and 
prayer. l] c was ordered by the pope to go into France and Nor- 
jiiaiKly, to endeavour a reconciliation between the king.', ol" Fng- 
; llu ' an d I' rancc, who had made peace in i 169, but quarrelled again 
the next year. Though then very old, lie preached wherever he 
ivciu. Lewis VII. lent certain gentlemen of his court to meet him 
j 11 a great diilance, and received him with the greateii marks of 

lonour ar »d refpefl ; but ho^QUiy and crouds vycrc of all things the 
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mofl trouhlefome to the faint. The man of God raftered the life 
of fight to one blind in the prefence of the count of Flanders, and 
many other noblemen, who were at that time with the king of ' 
France: who being alfo himfelf an eye-witnef's, examined careful. 
ly all the circumflances, and declared the miracle to be evident and 
inconteftable. The faint went from Paris to Chaumont, on tfe» 
confines of Normandy, where Henry II. king of England, met 
him ; and when he arrived in fight of the holy man, alighted from 
his horfe, and coming up fell at his feet. The people ffole the 
cloak or hood of St Peter, and were going to cut it in pieces to di- 
vide the fcraps being perfuaded that they would perform miracles. 
But the king took the whole cloak for himfelf, faying :** I have 
myfelf feen miraculous cures performed by his girdle, which I 
already polfefs." In his prefence the faint reftored the ufe of 
fpeech to a girl that was dumb. On Afh-wednefday in n'ji, St. 
feter being at the Ciftercian abbey of Mortemer in the diocele of 
Rouen, the king of England came thither with his whole court, 
and received afh.es from his hands. The archbilhop prevailed on 
the two kings to put an end lo their differences by a treaty of 
peace, and to procure councils to be alfembled in their dominions in 
Which Alexander's title mould be folemnly recogni2ed. The holy 
man hereupon returned to his church, but was fome time after knt 
again by the pope to the king of England to endeavour to compofe 
the difference between him and his fon : but his journey had not the 
defired effect.. He fell flck on his return, and died the death of 
the juft at Belleval, a monaftery of his Order, in the diocefe of Be 
fanzon, in i 174, being feventy-three years old. He was canonized 
by pope Celeftine 111. in 1191.— — See his life written nine years 
after his death by Geoffrey, fome time his companion, and after- 
wards abbot of Hautecombe, by the order of pope Lucius III. 
See alfo Le Naine, T. 2. p. 83. 

St. Victor, an illuftrious martyr at Milan. St. Ambrofe fpeaks 
of him (1), and St. Gregory of Tours (2) mentions his tomb famed 
for miracles. He ferved in the armies of Maximian, and by his 
order was tortured on the rack, and at length beheaded at Milan, in 
303. His celebrated church at Milan is now in the hands of the 
Olivetan monks, by whom it was rebuilt in a moll I'uniptuous man- 
ner and in a nniflied tafle when St. Charles perlbrmcd the dedica- 
tion of it, and the folemn tranflation of the martyr's rclicks. 

St. VViro, a holy Jriih bifhop, who travelled to Home with St. 
Plcchchn, and the deacon Otger He afterwards preached the 
faith of Chriit to the pagans in the Low-Countries. Prince i'epm 
was a great admirer of his fanclity, and bellowed on him a lont-y 
wood called the Mount of St. Peter, now of St. Odilia, neai the 
river Roer : and repaired to him often baiefoot to tonic!;, his 
fins. Broken by nn fieri tics and old age, he departed to our i.oril 

in the feventh century.- Sec Miraus, and his ancient life in 

the Bollandilb. 
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St. GREGORY NAZIANZEN, 

Doctor of the Church, B. C. 

l 

From his own zvorks^ and other monuments of that age. See alfo 
Gregory of Cesfarea^ who zvrit his life in 940. Hermant* 
Tillcmont, T. 9. Ceillcr^ T* 7. 

A. D. 389. 

ST. Gregory, who from his profound /kill in facred learn- 
ing is furnamed the Theologian, was a native of Arian- 
zum, an obfeure village in the territory of Nazianzum, a 
fmall town in Cappadocia, not far from Caefarea. His parents 
are both honoured in the calendars of the church : his father 
[ on the firft of January, and his mother Nonna on the fifth of 
Auguft. She drew down the blefling of heaven upon her 
family by moft bountiful and continual almsdeeds, in which flie 
knew one of the greatefr. advantages of riches to confift : yet 
to fatisfy the obligation of juftice which Ihe owed to her chil- 
dren, fhe, by her prudent economy, improved at the fame 
time their patrimony. The greateft part of her time fhe de- 
voted to holy prayer ; and her refpeel: and attention to the leaffi 
thing which regarded religion is not to be expreflcd. His fa- 
ther, whofe name alfo was Gregory, was from his infancy a 
worfhippcr of falfe gods, but of the feci: called the Hipfiftarii, 
on account of the profeffion they made of adoring the moft high 
pod j though at the fame time they worfhipped lire with the 
Perfians, and obferved the Jewifh labbath and diflin&ion of 
meats. We find no mention of them but in the writings of 
our faint. The prayers and tears of Nonna at length obtained 
of God the converfion of her hufband, whofe integrity 
m the difcharge of the chief magiftracy of his town, and 
the practice of ftrict moral virtue prepared him for fiich a 
change. He was baptized at Nazianzum about the time 
or the great council of Nice, having firft moft carefully pre- 
P'Ux-d hirnlelf to receive that holy facrament in the moft fer- 
H*nt difpolitions of piety, and to prefei-vc the precious graces 
*mch attend it. Not very long after, the /audtity of his 

* f^ifcd him to the epifcopal fee of Nazianzum, which 
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he held about forty-five years, dying in 374, when he was i\. 
moft ninety years old (a). His fon has left us the m oft edify. 
Ing detail of his humility, holy zeal and other virtues (1). 4 
had three children, Gorgonia, Gregory and Casfarius which 
was the youngeft. Gregory was the fruit of the moft earned 
prayers of his mother, who, upon his birth, offered him to 
Cod for the ferv ice of his church- His virtuous parents gave 
him the ftrongeft impreffions of piety in his tender age :^ n J 
his chief ftudy from his very infancy was to know God, by the 
help of pious books, in the reading whereof he was very ar- 
duous. He relates, that in his youth he had a myfterious 
dream, in which he beheld himfelf carefTed by chaftityand tem- 
perance, under the appearance of two beautiful damfels, as their 
child ; and who invited him to go with them, on the promifcof 
raifing him up to the light of the immortal Trinity if he would 
put himfelf under their conduct. He fays, that from that time 
he refolvcd to ferve God in a flate of perfect continence. 
He writes in very ftrong terms of the Uriel; obligation of 
vows of chaftity, the violation of which he calls death, facri- 
lege and perfidy (2) : he is alfo very large oftentimes upon the 
excellency and the advantages of that holy ftate (3). 

Having 

(1} Naz. Or. 19. Carru. 2. (2) Carm. 3. (3) Carm. 18. 7.&C. 



(a) Our faint's father having 
been baptized about the time of 
the council of Nice in 325, and 
made bifhop four years after, 
fomc criticks have thought his 
father was bifhop when he was 
born : and it is poflibJe that in a 
great fcarcity of pallors the law 
of celibacy might have been le- 
gally difpenfed with on fomc ve- 
ry extraordinary emergences : but 
this was not here the cafe. The 
age of our faint, and many cir- 
cuni^ances in his life and writ- 
ings, fhew clearly that he was 
horn long before his father's epif- 
copacy ; as is demon ilrated by 
Jt»\ Stilting the Bollandifl, from 
the very age of his father and 
mother, &c. The verfes, upon 
which the contrary opinion is 
grounded, are fo ambiguous that 
certainly no argument can be 

drawn from them. In tliefe the 



father is introduced, faying to 
him: " You have not yet lived 
" fo many years as I have fpeut 
t( in facrificcs." 

Oa-05 &w*Qe QtnriaY e/iiot #po,\ 

Carm. 1. de vit. iua c. 35. p. 9. 

Where Quvwv may more pro- 
perly be underiiood of the hca- 
thenifh facrinccs, than of the dni- 
ilian, which the father had leimj 
moi'c years than the Ion had 
lived at that time, or than he 
himfelf had aclminillcrcd the 
chriilian prienhood. The 
ix/tefitirevxett is alio ambi^o"''. 
and transited by K Siiitiii;|. 
" You have not coniUlcmi. 
Haronius appeals to ihele u'iy 
veifes to prove that the faint wai 
born befoje his lather vvat. bap- 
tized. 
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Having acquired grammar learning in the fchoois of his own 
country, and being formed to piety by domeftick examples* 
he was fent to Caefarea in Paleftinc, where the ftudy of 
eloquence flourifhed. He purfued the fame ftud ies fome'time 
at Alexandra ; and there embarked for Athens in November. 
The veflcJ was beaten by a furious ilorm during twenty days, 
without any hopes either fur the ftiip or paflengers ; all which 
time he lay upon the deck, bemoaning the danger of his foul 
on account of his not having b.een as yet baptized j imploring 
the divine mercy with many tears and Joud groans, and fre- 
quently renewing his prornife of devoting himfelf entirely to 
God, in cafe he furvived the danger. God was pleafed to hcar 
his prayer : the tempeff. ceafed, and the veiTel arrived fafe at 
Rhodes, and foon after at iEgina, an ifland near Athens. He 
' had pafled through Caefarea of Cappadocia in his road to Pa- 
leftinc ; and making fome flay there to improve himfelf under 
the great matters of that city, had contracted an acquaintance 
with (he great St. Bafil ^.vhich he cultivated at Athens, whi- 
ther that faint followed him foon after. The intimacy between 
thefe two faints hecame from that time the moft perfect mode! 
of holy friendfhip, and nothing can be more tender than the 
epitaph which St. Gregory compofed upon his friend. Whilft 
they purfued their ftudies together they fhunned the company 
of thofe fcholars who fought too much after liberty, and con- 
vened only with the diligent and virtuous; They avoided all 
feafting and vain entertainments : and were acquainted only 
with two ftreets, one that led to the church, and the other to 
the fchoois. Riches they defpifed and accounted as thorns, cm- 
ploying their allowance in fupplying themfelvcs with bare ne- 
ccflarics for an abftemious and flendcr fubfiftence, and difpofing 
of the remainder in behalf .of the poor. Envy had no place iij 
them; finccrc love made each of them cftccm his compa- 
nion's honour and advantage as his own : they were to 
each other a mutual fpur to all good, and by a holy emulation 
neither of them would be outdone by the other in fadings 
prayer, or the cxercife of any virtue. St. Bafil left Athens firft* 
1 he progrefs which St. Gregory made here in eloquence, phi- 
lofbphy and the facrcd ftudies, appears by the high reputation 
which he acquired, and by the monuments which he has left 
behind him. But his greateft happinefs and praifc was that he 
always made the fear and love of God his principal aftalr, to 
which he referred his ftudies and all his endeavours. In 355, 
I l p»n, afterwards emperour, came to Athens, where lie fpent 
tome months with St. Bafil and St. Gregory, in the ft 11 dy of 
I'Jofane literature and the holy fcriplurcs. St. Grejmiy then 

F^nofticated what a mUchicf the empire vva* tewdw*£ lio 111 
Vvjt, II. % th*% 
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that monfter from the levity of his carriage, the rolling and 
wandering of his eyes, the fiercenefs of his looks, the toffings 
of his head, the fhrugging up of his fhoulders, his uneven gait, 
his loud and unfeafonable laughter, his rafh and incoherent dif- 
cour(e 5 the indications of an unfettled and arrogant mind (4). 
The year following our faint left Athens for Nazianzum and 
took Conftantinople in his way. Here he found his brother 
Caefarius, arrived not long before from Alexandria, where he had 
accomplished himfelf in all the polite learning of that age, and 
applied himfelf particularly to phyfick. The emperoui Conftan- 
tius honoured him with his favour, and made him his chief phy- 
fician. His gcnerofity appeared in this ftation by his practice of 
phyfick, even among the rich, without the inducement of ci- 
ther fee or reward. He was alfo a father to the poor, on whom 
he beftowcd the greateft part of his income. Gregory was 
importuned by many to make his appearance at the bar, or at 
leaft to teach rhetorick, as that which would afford him th 
beft means to difplay his talents, and raife his fortune in the 
world. But he anfwered that he had totally devoted himfelf to 
the fervice of God. 

The firft thing he did after his return to Nazianzum was to 
fulfill his engagement of confecrating himfelf entirely to God, 
by receiving baptifm at the hands of his father. This he did 
without referve. " I have, fays he (5), given all I have to 
" him from whom I received it, and have taken him alone 
c< for my whole poffeflion. I have confecrated to him my 
<c goods, my glory, my health, my tongue and talents. All 
<c the fruit I have received from thefe advantages has been the 
cc happinefs of defpifing them for ChrirPs fake." From that mo- 
ment never was man more dead to ambition, riches, plcafurcsor 
reputation. He entertained no fecret affection for the things of 
this world, but trampled under hia feet all its pride and pcrilh- 
abfc goods ; finding no ardour, no rclifli, no plcafure, but in 
God and in heavenly things. His diet was coarfc bread, with 
fait and water (6). He Jay upon the ground, wore nothing but 
what was coarfc and vile. He worked hard all day, fpentacon- 
lidcrablc part of the night in finging the praifes of God, or in 
contemplation (7). With riches he contemned alfo profane 
eloquence, on which he had bellowed fo much pains, making 
an entire hxcr'iiicc of it to Jefus Chrift. His clailicksand books 
of profane oratory he abandoned to the worms and moths (8). 
He regarded the grcatcft honours as vain dreams which only 

deceive men, and dreaded the precipices down which ambition 

drags 



(4) Or, 4. p. 121. (5) Or. 1. p. 32. (6) Carm. fc 

|i. 31. (7) Carm. 5:5, (8) Carm* 1. 
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dra^s its inconfiderate flaves. Nothing appeared to him com- 
parable to the life which a man leads who is dead to himfelf 
and his fenfual inclinations ; who lives as it were out of the 
world and has no other converfacion but with God (9). 
However, he for fome time took upon him the care of his fa- 
ther's houfehold, and the management of his afFairs. He was 
-dhcted with feveral (harp fits of ficknefs caufed by his extreme 
aufterities, and continual tears, which often did not CufFer him 
toflccp(io). He rejoiced in his diftempers, becaufe in them 
he found the beft opportunities of mortification and felf-de- 
im\[i 0- The immoderate laughter, which his chearful difpo- 
fition had made him fubjecT: to in his youth, was afterwards the 
fubject of his tears. He obtained fo compleat a conqueft over 
the paffion of anger, as to prevent all indeliberate motions of 
it, and became totally indifferent in regard to all that before 
was mo ft dear to him. His generous liberality to the poor 
made him always as deftitute of earthly goods as the poorefr, 
and his eftate was common to all who were in neceflity as a 
port is to all at fea (12). Never does there feem to have been a 
greater lover of retirement and filence. He laments the ex- 
ceffes into which talkativenefs draws men, and the miserable 
itch that prevails in moif. people to become teachers of 
others (13). 

It was his mod earneft defire to di fen gage himfelf from the 
converfe of men and the world, that he might mote freely en- 
joy that of heaven. He accordingly, in 358, joined St. Bafil in 
the folitude into which he had retreated, iituate near the river 
Iris in Pontus. Here watching, fading, prayer, fludying the 
holy fcriptures, Tinging pfalms and manual labour employed 
their whole time. As to their expedition of the divine 
oracles, they were guided in this, not by their own lights and 
particular way of thinking, but, as Rufinns writes (14), by 
the interpretation which the ancient fathers and doctors of the 
church had delivered concerning them. Ikit this folitude Gre- 
gory enjoyed only juft long enough to be enamoured oJ its 
fvveetnefs, being loon recalled back by his father, then above 
eighty, to ailift him in the government of his Hock. To draw 
the greater fuccour from him he ordained him priefl by force, 
and when he lea ft expected it. This was performed in the 
church on fome great fcftival, and probably on Chi -ill ma.;- day, 
in 361. Me knew the fentiments of his fon with icgard to 
that charge, and his invincible reluctance on feveral accounts., 

which was the reafon of his taking this method. The laini 

accoidinfdy 



(9) Or. 29. (k ) Cann. jv 0 0 h<P <'"-)■ !' •") lV;,mu 
4> (13) Or, 9 M). (11) RuJ'm. hill I. < ■ '/• p ^>4« 



3 32 St. GREGORY NAZI ANZEN. May a 

accordingly fpeaks of bis ordination, as a kind of tyrant 
which he knew not well how to digeft ; in which fentirnentshe 
fled into the deferts of Pontus and fought relief in the compa- 
ny of his dear friend St. Bafil, by whom he had been lately 
importuned to return. Many cenfured this his flight, afcribirr 
it to pride, obftinacy and the like motives. Gregory likewife 
himfelf, reflecting at Jeifure on his own conduct and the punlfh- 
merit of the prophet Jonas for di (obeying the command of 
God, came to a refoJution to go back to Nazianzum ; where 
after a ten weeks abfence he appeared again on Eafier-day, and 
there preached his firft fermon on that great feftival. This was 
foon after followed by another, which is extant under the title 
of his apology for his flight. It is placed the fir ft among his 
orations on account of the importance of the fubjedt. He 
treats in it principally on the great dignity, duties and dangers 
of the facerdotal office $ on the fanftity requiflte to approach 
the altar and to appear before God, the author of purity; the 
extreme difficulty of governing the confeiences of others, and 
applying remedies to the different maladies of fouls. He inftfts 
much on the virtue and learning neceflary for the facred func- 
tions, to anfwer all the exigences of the faithful, and to con- 
fute errours. From thefe principles he concludes, that he had 
reafon to tremble at the fight of fuch a burden, and to employ 
fbme time in preparing himfelf for the miniftry of the altar 
by prayer, mortification and holy meditation. He adds, that, 
fearing the terrible account which would be demanded of him 
for the fouls committed to his care, fhould he refufe his labours, 
he like Jonas returned to the duties belonging to the flation to 
which he was called ; in hopes that obedience would fupport 
him In it, and be a means to procure him the graces neceflary 
for this purpofc. 

In this difcourfe St. Gregory extols the unanimity of that 
church in faith and their mutual concord : but towards the end 
of the reign of Julian an unfoitunatc divifion happened in it, 
which is mentioned by the faint in his firft invedive againft 
fthat apoftatc prince (15). The bifhop, his father, hoping to 
gain certain perfbns to the church by condefcenfion, admitted a 
certain writing which had been drawn up by the fecret fa- 
vourers of Arianifm in ambiguous and artful terms. This un- 
wary condefceniion of the elder Gregory gave offence to th« 
more zealous part of his flock, and efpecially to the monks 
who refufed thereupon to communicate with him. Our hunt 
ilifchargcd his duty fo well in this critical affair, that he united 
the flock with their paftor without the Icafl; couccflicn ' n ' a * 



(15) Or, 3. pv 594 
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vour of the errour of thofe by whom his father had been tricked 
into a fubfcription againft his intention and defign, his faith be- 
jno- entirely pure. On the occafion of this joyful re- union, 
our faint pronounced an elegant difcourfe (16). Soon after the 
death of Julian he compofed his two inventive orations again ft 
that apoftate. He imitates the feverity which the prophets fre- 
qucntly made ufe of in their cenfures of wicked kings ; but 
his defign was to defend the church again ft the pagans by un- 
mafking the injuftice, impiety and hypocrify of its capital per- 
fecutor. The faint's brother Csefarius had lived in the court of 
Julian, highly honoured by that emperour for his learning and 
(kill in phyfick. St. Gregory prefled him to forfakc the family 
of an apoftate prince, in which he could not live without being 
betrayed into many temptations and fnares (17). And fo it 
happened : for Julian, after many careffes, availed him by in- 
veigling fpeeches, and at length by a warm difputation in fa- 
vour of idolatry. Czefarius anfwered him that he was a cbri«- 
ftian, and fuch he was refolved always to remain. However, 
apprchenfive of the dangers in which he lived, he foon after 
chofe rather to refign his port, than to run the hazard of his 
faith and a good confcience. He therefore left the court, 
though the emperour endeavoured earneflly to detain him. Af- 
ter the miferable death of the apoftate he appeared again with 
diftinftion in the courts of Jovian and Valens, and was made 
by the latter Comes rerum privatarum 9 or treafurer of the impe- 

pcrial rents ; which office was but a ftep to higher dignities. 
In the difcharge of this employment in Bithynia, he happened 
to be at Nice in the great earthquake, which fwallowed up the 
chief part of that city in 368. The count with fome few 
others efcaped by being preferved, through a wonderful provi- 
dence, in certain hollow parts of the ruins. St. Gregory im- 
proved this opportunity to urge him again to quit the world 
and its honours, and to confecratc to God alone a life for 
which he was indebted to him on fo many accounts (r 8). 
Caifarius, moved by fo awaking an accident, liftened to this 
advice, and took a refolution to renounce the world ; but re- 
turning home fell fick and died in the fervour of his facrifice, 
about the beginning of the year 368, leaving his whole eftatc 
to the popr (/>). He is named in the Roman martyrology on 
the twenty- fifth of February. St. Gregory, extolling his vir- 

Z 3 tue, 
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t W His will was comprifed in thefe words : " I bequca 
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tue, fays, that whilft he enjoyed the honours of the world h* 
looked upon the advantage cf being a chriftian as the firfr'of 
his dignities, and the moft glorious of all bis titles; reckoning 
all the reft drofs and dung. He was buried at Nazianzum* 
and our faint pronounced his funeral panegyrick, as he alfo did 
that of his holy lifter Gorgonia, who died foon after. He ex- 
tols her humility, her prayer, often continued whole nights with 
tears ; her modefty, prudence, patience, refignation, zeal, re- 
fpeft for the minifters of Qod and for holy places; her li- 
berality to them and great charity to the poor, her penance, ex- 
traordinary care of the education of her children, &c. He men- 
tions as miraculous her being cured of a pal fy by praying at 
the foot of the altar ; and her recovery after great wounds^and 
bruifes which fhe had received by a fall from her chariot. 

In 372, Cappadocia was divided by the emperour into two 
provinces, and Tyana made the capital of that which was 
called the fecond. Anthimus bifhop of that city pretended 
hence to an archiepifcopal jurifdiclion over the fecond 
Cappadocia. St. Bafd, the metropolitan of Cappadocia, main- 
tained that the civil divifion of the province had not in- 
fringed his jurifdicSlion, though he afterwards, for the fake 
of peace, yielded the fecond Cappadocia to the fee of Ty- 
ana, He appointed our faint bifhop of Safima, a fmr.U 
town in that divifion. Gregory ftood out a long time, but at 
length fubmitted, overcome by the authority of his father and < 
the influence of his friend. He accordingly received the epif- j 
copal confecration from the hands of St. Bafil, at Crefarca, about 
the middle of the year 372, But he repaired to Nazianzum 
to wait a favourable opportunity of taking pofleilion of Jifs 
church of Safima, which never happened : for Anthimus, who 
had in his inter eft the new governour, and was mailer of all 
the avenues and roads to that town, would by no means admit 
him. Bafd reproached his friend with floth : but St, Gie^wy 
anfwered him that he was not difpofed to fight for a church (19). 
He, however, charged himfelf with the government of that ol 
Nazianzum under his father till his death, which happened the 
year following. St. Gregory pronounced his i'uncnil pan (•£}'- 
rick in prefence of St. Bafd and of his mother St. Norma, 
who died fhortly alter. Holy fblitude had been the con- 
ftant object of his moft eanieft Jcfircs, and he had only 
waited the death of his father entirely to bury himfelf in i £ - 
Neverlhclcfsj yielding to the importunities of others, and to 
the necedlties of the church of Nazianzum, he con fen led u> 
continue bis care of it till the neighbouring bi/hops could pro- 
vide it with a paflor. But feeinp- this affair protracted, >w? 

• fiji Jirjj 
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finding himfelf afRi&ed with various diftempers, he left that city, 
ind withdrew to Seleucia, the metropolis of Ifauria, in 375, 
where he continued rive years. The death of St. Bafil, in 
n~q was to him a fenfible affliction, and he then compofed 
twelve epigrams or epitaphs to his memory ; and fome years af- 
ter pronounced his panegyrick at Caefarea, namely, in 381 or 
?82. The unhappy death of the perfecuting emperour Valens, 
j n gyg 5 reftored peace to the church. The catholick paftors 
fought means to make up the breaches which herefy had made 
in many places. For this end they held feveral allemblies, and 
lent zealous and learned men into thofe provinces in which the 
tyrant had made the greateft havock. The church of Con- 
iiantinople was of all others in the mofr; defolate and abandoned 
condition, having groaned during forty years under the tyranny 
of the Arians, and the few catholicks who remained there bav- 
in" been long without a paftor and even without a church 
wherein to aflemble. They being v/ell acquainted with our 
faint's merit importuned him to come to their afftflance, and . 
were backed by feveral bifhops, defirous that his learning, elo- 
quence and piety might reftore that church to its fplendour. 
But i'uch were the pleafures he enjoyed in his beloved retire- 
ment at Seleucia, and in his thorough difengagement from the 
world, that, for fome time, thefe united folicitations made 
little or no impreflion on him. They had, however, at 
length their delired efFecTc. His body bent with age, his 
head bald, his countenance extenuated with tears and auftcri- 
tics, his poor garb, and his extreme poverty made but a mean 
appearance at Constantinople ; and no wonder that he was at 
Mr it ill received in that polite and proud city. The Arians pur- 
sued him with calumnies, railleries and infults. The prefects 
and governours added their perfecutions to the fur)' of the po- 
pulace, all which concurred to acquire him the glorious title of 
confeiibr. He lodged fiifr. in the houfe of certain relations, 
where the catholicks firff. aflcmbled to hear him. He foon af- 
ter converted it into a church, and gave it the name of Ana- 
ftafia, or the Refurrcclion, becaufe the catholick faith, which 
in that city had been hitherto oppreiTed, here fcenied to be 
railed, as it were, from the dead. Sozomen relates that this 
name was confirmed to it by a miraculous railing to life of a 
woman then with child, who was killed by falling from a gal- 
lery in it, but returned to Hie by the prayers of the cot - 
Irrigation (20). Another circumiiance afterwards confium-d 
to this church the fame name. During the reign of the* 
einpurour JLeo the Thracian, about the year 460, the body of 
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St. Anaftaila, virgin and martyr, was brought from Sirmichto 
Conftantinople., and laid in this place, as is recorded by Tbeo. 
dorus the Reader (21). But this church is not to be confounded 
with another of the fame name which was in the hands of the 
Novatians under Conftantius and Julian the Apoftate (22). 

In this final] church Nazianzcn preached, and every day af. 
femhJed his little Hock which increafed daily. The Ariam 2nd 
Apollinarifb, joined with other fecTts, not content to defame 
and calumniate him, had recouile to violence on his per* 
/on. They pelted him with itones as he went along the 
{tracts, and dragged him before the civil magi Urate as a male- 
factor, chaiging him with tumult and fedition. JBut he com- 
forted himfelf, on reflecting that though they were the ftrongcr 
party, he had the better caufc ; though they poflefled the 
churches, God was with him ; if they had the populace on their 
fide, the angels were on his, to guard him. St. Jerom com- 
ing out of the deferts of Syria to Conflantinople became 
the dilciple and fchoJar of St. Gregorys and was one of thofc 
who ftudied the holy fcripture under him, of which that great 
doctor glories in his writings. Our holy pallor being a lover of 
folitude, fe\dom went abroad, or made any vifits except fuch 
as were indifpenfable; and the time that was not employed in 
the difcharge of his functions he devoted to prayer and medi- 
tation, fpending a confiderable part of the night in thofc holy 
exercifes. His diet was herbs and a little fait with bread. Hn 
checks were furrowed with the tears which he filed, and he 
daily proftrated himfelf before God to implore his light and 
mercy upon his people. His profound learning, his faculty of 
forming the moil noble conceptions of things, and I he ad- 
mirable perfpicuity, elegance and propriety with which he ex- 
plained them, charmed all who heard him. The catholicb 
flocked to his eiicourfes, as men parching with thirft eagerly 
go to the fpring to quench it. fJereticks and pagans refortal to 
them, admiring his erudition., and charmed with his eloquence. 
The fruits of his fermons were every day fcnfiWe; his Hock 
became in a Ihort time very numerous, and he purged the 
people of that poifon which had corrupted their hearts for many 
years. St. Gregory heard with blu/hint*; and confuiion tlicajj- 
plaufc and acclamations with which nis difcourfes were re- 
ceived ; and his fear of this danger made; him /'peak in pulilick 
with a certain timidity and rcluc-tancc. lie feorncd to flatter 
the grc;u ones, and diiccied his dhcourfes to explain and corro- 
borate the catholick faith, and iclurni the inajinenj o\ the 

people. He taught them that the way to falvation was not to 
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>fe ever djfputing, about matters of religion (an abufe that was 
jrown to a great height at that time in Constantinople) but to 
"'Jeep the commandments (23) to give alms, to exercife hofpita- 
Jjty, to vifit and ferve the fick, to pray, figh and weep ; to mor- 
; jjfy the fenfes, reprefs anger, watch over the tongue, and fub- 
the body to the fpirit. The envy of the devil and of his 
jnftruments could not bear the fuccefs of his labours, and by 
exciting troubles found means to interrupt them. Maximus, a 
Dative of Alexandria, a cynick philofopher, but withal a chri- 
£an, full of" the impudence and pride of that feci, came 
to Conftantinople j and under an hypocritical exteriour dif- 
; guifed a heart full of envy, ambition, covetoufnefs and glut* 
tony. He impofed on feveral, and for fome time on St. Gregory 
fcimfelf, who pronounced an Elogium of this man, in 379, now 
extant under the title of the Elogium of the Philofopher Hero; 
but St. Jerom allures us, that inftead of Hero we ought to read 
Maximus. This wolf in the fheep's clothing having gained 
enc of the priefts of the city, and fome partifans among the 
laity, procured himfelf to be ordained bifhop of Conftantino- 
ple, in a clandeftine manner, by certain Egyptian bifhops who 
lately arrived on that intent. The irregularity of this pro- 
ceeding ftirred up all the world againft the ufurper. Pope 
Damafus writ to tefiify his afHi&ion on that occafion, and 
^called the election null. The emperour Theodofius the Great 
then at Theflalonica, rejected Maximus with indignation ; and 
coming to Conftantinople propofed to Demophilus, the Arian 
;bifliop, either to receive the Nicene faith, or to leave the city ; 
.and upon his preferring the latter, his majefty embracing St.* 
..Gregory, aflured him, that the catholicks of Conftantinople 
demanded him for their bifhop, and that their choice was more 
agreeable to his own defires. Theodofius, within a few days 
".iter Ins arrival, drove the Arians out of all the churches in the 
jCity, and put the faint in poffeffion of the church of St. Sophia 
"pon which all the other churches of the city depended. Here 



the clamours of the people were fo vehement" that Gregory 
nujnt be tUnl* u\4U^ ^11 -~ c. /* . .1 9 . *. 



their bifhop, that all was in confufion till the faint 
prevailed upon them to drop that fubjeel, and to join in praife 
,™ thankfgiving to the evcr-bleflcd Trinity, for rcftoiing 

them the profeffion of the true faith. The emperour 
■«»g»Jy commended the modefly of the faint. But a council 
WiK necellary to declare the fee vacant, and the promotion of 
y^ian Demophilus, and of the Cynick Maximus, void and 
• A fynod of all the Eaft was then meeting at Conftanti- 

m W% m which St. JVIeletius, patriarch of Antioch, prefided. 



(73) Carm. *. 
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He being the great friend and admirer of Nazianzen, thecal 
cil took his caufe into confideration before all others ; declared 
the election of Maximus null, and eftablifhed St. Gregory bi- 
fhop of Conflantinople, without having any regard to his teart 
and expostulations. St. Meletius dying during the fy nod & 
Gvegoiy. prefided in the latter feflions. To put an end to the 
fchifm between Meletius and Paulinus at Antioch, It had been 
agreed, that the furvivor fhould remain in fole pofleflion of that 
fee. This Nazianzen urged : but the oriental bifhops wcreun- 
willing to own for patriarch one whom they had oppofed, 
They therefore took great offence at this moft ju ft and prudent 
remonftrance, and entered into a confpiracy with his enemies 
againft him. The faint, who had only confented to his elec- 
tion through the importunity of others, was moft ready to re- 
Jmquifli his new dignity. This his enemies fought to deprive 
him of, together with his life, on which they made feveral at- 
tempts. Once in particular they hired a ruffian to afTaflinate 
him. But the villain, touched with remorfe, repaired to the 
faint with many tears, wringing his hands, beating his breail, 
and confefling his black attempt, which he fhould have put m 
execution had not providence interpofed. The good bifhop re- 
plied : cc May God forgive you : his gracious prefcrvation ob- 
* c liges me freely to pardon you. Your attempt has now made 
«* you mine. One only thing I beg of you, that you forfake 
cc your herefy, and fincerely give yourfelf to God." Some 
warm catholicks complained of his lenity and indulgence to- 
wards the Arians, efpecially thofe who had fhewn thcmfclvcs 
violent perfecutors under the former reigns. 

In the mean time the bifhops of Egypt, and thofe of Mace- 
donia arriving at the council, though all equally in the intcrcft 
of Paulinus of Antioch, complained that Gregory's election 
was uncanonical, it being forbidden by the canons to transfer 
bifhops from one fee to another. Nazianzen calmly a nfwered 
that thofe canons had loft their force by long difufe: which 
was moft notorious in the Eaft. Nor did they in the lealt ic- 
gard his cafe ; for he had never taken poileflion of the Ice ot 
Safima, and only governed that of Nazianzum, as vicar under 
his father. However, feeing a great ferment among the pic- 
lates and people, he cried out in the allembly : " It ,10, Jj 
" ing the fee of Conflantinople gives any difturbancc, bclww 
" I am very willing, like Jonas, to be caft into the fea to ap- 
peafc the ftorm, though I did not wife it. if all iolhmt 



cc 



my example the church would enjoy an uninterrupted 
quility. This dignity I never defired ; I took this charge- u\m 



<* me much againft my will. If you think fit, 1 am moil ready 

61 to depart 3 and I wili return back {9 my little cottages ^ 



that 
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& you may remain here quiet, and the church of God enjoy 
peace. I only deiire that the fee may be filled by a per fori 
fjit that is capable and willing to defend the faith (24)." He 
thereupon left the alTembly, overjoyed that he had broken his 
frauds. The bifhops, whom he left in furprife, but too readily 
^accepted his refignation. The faint went from the council to 
the palace, and falling on his knees before the emperour, and 
ki/Ting his hand, faid : "lam come, fir, to afk neither riches 
nor honours for myfelf or friends, nor ornaments for the 
« churches : but licence to retire. Your majefty knows how 
iC much againit my will I was placed in this chair. I difpleafe 
" even my friends, on no other account than becaufe I value 
« nothing but God. I befeech you, and make this my lafi: 
<c petition, that among your trophies and triumphs you make 
u this the greateft, that you bring the church to unity and 
" concord." Theemperour and thofe about him were aftoniflied 
arfuch a greatnefs of foul, and he with much difficulty was 
prevailed on to give his affent. This being obtained, the faint 
had no more to do than to take his leave of the whole city, 
which he did in a pathetick difcourfe, delivered in the 
metropolitan church before the hundred and fifty fathers of the 
council, and an incredible multitude of people (25). He de- 
fcribes the condition in which he had found that church on his 
firft coming to it, and that in which he left it; and gives to 
God his thanks, and the honour of the re-eftablifhment of the 
•catholick faith in that city. He makes a folemn proteftation of 
the difintereftednefs of his own condu£t during his late admi- 
nitration ; not having touched any part of the revenues of the 
fee of Conftantinople the whole time. He reproaches the city 
with the love of fhows, luxury and magnificence, and fays he 
was accufed of too great mildnefs, a!fo of a meannefs of fpirit, 
from the lowly appearance he made with refpedt both to dref's 
and table. He vindicates his behaviour in thefe regards, fay- 
l "g: " I did not take it to be any part of my duty to vie with 
' confuls, generals and governours, who know not how to 
" employ their riches otherwife than in pomp and fhow. Nei- 
" thcrdid I imagine, that the neccflary fubfiftcncc of the poor 
was to be applied to the fupport of luxury, good cheer, a 
piancing horle, a fumptuous chariot, and along train of at- 
tt tcn dants. U 1 Ikivc acted in another manner, and have 
M t " crc ^ > y given ofllnce, the fault is already committed, and 
cannot be recalled ; but 1 hope is not unpardonable." He 
concludes by bidding :\ moving farcwel to his church, to his 
* car Analtaiia 3 which he" calls in the language of St. Paul his 

glory 



u 
u 
u 
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(25) Or. 32. 
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glory and his crown ; to the cathedral and aJ) the other parilhis ' 
of the city, to the hoJy apoftles as honoured in the ma^nifant 
church (in which Conftantius had placed the relicks of"St.As\. 
drew, St. Luke, and St. Tirnotn;. ) 'to his epifcopal throne, to 
the clergy, to the holy monks and the other pious fervants of 
God, to the emperour and all the court with its jealoufo, 
pomp and ambition, to the Eaft and Weft divided in his caufe. 
to the tutelar angels of his church, and to the facred T'j inity ho- 
noured in that place. He concludes with thefe words : 41 My 
* c dear children, preferve the depofitum of faith, and remember 
the ftones which have been thrown at me, becaufe I planted 
cc it in your hearts." The faint was moft tenderly arTcdcd in 
abandoning his dear flock, his converts efpecially, which he 
bad gained at his firft church of .Anaftafia, as they had already 
fignalized themfelves in his fervice by fuffering perfecutions 
with patience for his fake. They followed him weeping, and 
intreating him to abide with them. He was not infcnfible to 
their tears ; but motives of greater weight obliged him not to 
regard them on this occafion. St. Gregory feeing himfeif at 
liberty, rejoiced in his happinefs, as he exprefTed himfclf feme 
time after to a friend in thefe words : '* What advantages have 
44 not I found in the jealoufy of my enemies ! They have de« 
*•* live-red me from the fire of Sodom, by drawing me from the 
* c dangers of the epifcopal charge (26)." This treatment was 
the recompence with which men rewarded the labour*, and 
merit of a faint, whom they ought to have fought in the re- 
motest corners of the earth : but that city was not woitl.yto 
pofi'cfs fo great and holy a pallor. He had ia that fhort tunc 
brought over the chief part of its inhabitants to the catholick 
faith, as appears from his works, and from St. Ambrofe (27). 
He had conquered the obflinacy of hereticks by meckneis and 
patience, and thought it a fufneient revenge for their former 
perfecutions that he had it in his power to chaflife them(?H). 
The cathoiicks he induced to fhew the fame moderation to- 
wards them, and exhorted them to ferve Jefus Chrift by tak- 
ing; a chriftian revenge of them, the bearing their ptiiccutions 
with patience, and the overcoming evil with good (29). I*'* 
fides cftablifhing the purity of faith, he had begun a happy 
formation of manners among the people ; and much greater 
fruits were to be expected from his zealous labours. Nectarius, 
who fuccecded him, was a ibft man, and by no means equal to 
fuel) a charge. For though he was a Roman fenator. M 



Proctor or govcinour of Conftantinople, he was not only n >.)■ 

(26) Ep. 73. (27) L. dc Sjpir. Sanfto- < a8) 0r ' 

32. (29) Or. 24. 
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^tnSn, but not yet baptized when ele&ed, and had lived in- 
Incontinently : which circumftances, joined with the notorious 
Imprudence of fome of his actions, fuffice to fhew that Socrates 
|jwas too lavifli in the commendations beftowed on him. He 
litems alfo, fays Tillernont, to have had no more the gift of 
J;jj>caking than a mute : and Palladius makes the fame obferva- 
;tion on his brother Arfacius, who was intruded into the chair 
j of St. Chryfoftom. Before St, Gregory had refigned the fee -of 
•Conftantinople he drew up his laft will and teftament,- which 
; is ftiil extant, figned by fix bifhops and a prieft, and written ao~ 
1 cording to the formalities of the Roman law. He confirms in 
,it the donation of his eftate both real and perfonal to the church 
and poor of Nazianzum, except fome fmall annuities for life, 
■ which he bequeathed to certain poor friends and fervants. 

Before the election of Neclarius he left the city, and returned 
to Nazianzum. In that retirement he compofed the poem on 
: his own life, particularly dwelling on what he had done at Con- 
.ftantinople to obviate the fcandalous flanders which were pub- 
Jiflicd againfl him. Fie laboured to place a bifliop at Nazian- 
zum, but was hindered by the oppofition of many of the cler- 
.gy. Sicknefs obligfd him to withdraw foon after to Arianzum, 
.probably before the end of the year 381. In his folitude he 
'terrifies (30), that he regretted the abfence of his friends, 
i though he fecmed infenfible to every thing elfe of this world. 
Topunifh himfelf for fuperfluous words (though he had never 
[poke to the difparagement of any neighbour) he, in 382, 
.paffed the forty days of Lent in abfolute filcnce. In his defert 
he never refuted fpiritual advice to any that retorted to him for 
it. In his par&nctick poem to St. Olympias he lays down ex- 
cellent rules for the conduit of married women. Amono- 
other precepts he fays : " In the firft place honour God 5 then 
" refped your hulband as the eye of your life; for he is to 
" (lireel your conduct and adlioiis. Love only him; make 
" him your joy, and your comfort. Take care never to give 
" him any occafion of offence or difguft. Yidd to him in his 
u anger : comfort and aflifl him in his pah™ and afflictions, 
^ ipeakjng to him with fweetnefs and tendernefs, .and making 
( him prudent and modeft remonftrances at fea(bnablc times. 
" It is not by violence and flrength that the keepers of lions 
J endeavour to tame them when they fee them enraged ; but 
^ they footh and carefs thorn, flroking them f»cntly, and 
(( W^ng with a loft voice. Never let his wc-ukneiics be the 
lt ! ll) j^t of your reproaches. It can never be juit or allowable 

w you to treat a pcrfon in this manner whom you ought to 

" pre- 



(30) Ep. 73. 
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prefer to the whole world." He prays that this holy Won ^ 
might become the mother of many children ; that there mbV 
be the more fouls to fing the praifes of Jefus Chrift (c). |£ 
often repeats this important advice, that every one begin and 
end every action by offering his heart and whatever he docs to 
God by a fliort prayer (31). For we ewe to God all that 
are to have ; and he accepts, and rewards the i ma] left action^ 
not fo much with a view to its importance as to the affection 
of the heart, which in its poverty gives what it has, and isab'e 
to give in return for God's benefits, and in acknowledgement 
of his fovereignty. 

St. Gregory had been obliged to govern the vacant fee of 
Nazianzum after the death of his father, leaving the chief care 
of that church to CJedonius in his abfence. But in 382, he 
procured Eulalius to be ordained bifhop of that city, and fpent 
the remainder of his life in retirement near Arianzumj ftil! 
continuing to aid that church with his advice, though at that 
time very old and infirm. In this private abode he had a gar- 
den, a fountain, and a fliady grove, in which he took much 
delight. Here in company with certain folitaries he lived 
eftranged from pleafures, and in the practice of bodily mortifi- 
cation, fading, watching and praying much on his lenccs. 
c< I live, fays he, among rocks and with wild beafts, never 
<c feeing any fire or ufing fhoes ; having only one fingle gar- 
cc ment (32). I am the outcaft and the fcorn of men. I lie on 
<c ftraw, clad in fackcloth : my floor is always moi ft with the 
" tears I filed (33)." In the decline of life he fet himfclf to 
write pious poems for the edification of fuch among the 
faithful as were fond of mufick and poetry. He had alio 
a mind to oppofc the poems made ufe of by the Apollinarift 
hercticks to propagate their crrours, by. fuch as were oithodox, 
ufeful and religious, as the priefl Gregory fays in his life. He 
confidered this exercife alfo as a work of penance, competitions 
in metre being always more difficult than thofe in prole. He 
therein recounts the hiftory of his life and fuftcrings: he pub* 
liflics his faults, his weakncfles and his temptations, enlarging 
much more on thefe than on his great actions. He complains 
of the annoyance of his rebellious flefh notwithfhuuling hu 
great age, his ill flatc of health and his au Verities ; acknow- 
ledging himfclf wholly indebted to the divine grace wbicli had 
always prefer ved in him the trcafure of virginity inviolajw' 



(31) Or. 1. p. 1. Or. 9. p. i s - 2 , 154, &c. (32) Carta 

5 60. (33) Canu. 1./ 7. 
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is poems are full of cries of ardent love, by which he con- 
es Jefus Chrift to aflift him, without whofe grace he declares 
e are only dead carcafTes exhaling the ftench of fin, and as 
capable of making one ftep as a bird is of flying without air, 
ra jfli of fwimming without water: for he alone makes us 
e, aft and run (34). He joined great watchfulnefs to prayer, 
pccially fhunning the converfation and neighbourhood of wo- 

^"(35)? over anc ^ a ^ ove tne afliduous maceration of his body, 
his letters he gives to others the fame advice of which his 
wn life was a conftant example. One inftance fhall fuffice. 
accrdos, a holy prieft, was fallen into an unjuft perfecution 
through flander. St. Gregory writes to him thus in his third 
etter: " What evil can happen to us after all this? None 
ff certainly unlefs we by our own fault lofe God and virtue. 
J Let all other things fall out as it fhall pleafe God. He is 
i the m after of our life, and knows the reafon of every thing 
> that befalls us. Let us only fear to do any thing unworthy 
our piety. We have fed the poor, we have ferved our bre- 
thren, we have fung the p fa lms with cbearfulnefs. If we 
{ are no longer permitted to continue this, let us employ our 
devotion fome other way. Grace is not barren, and opens 
different ways to heaven. Let us live in retirement: let us 
occupy ourfelves in contemplation ; let us purify our fouls 
; by the light of God, This perhaps will be no lefs a facri- 
lice than any thing we can do (d)" Thefe were St. Gre- 
ory's occupations from the time of his laft retirement till 
is happy death in 389, or according to others, in 391. 

Tillemont 



1 

< 
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(34) Carra. 59. 

'J) The writings of St. Gre- 
Igoiy confifl firil of forty-fix ge- 
nuine orations (the four lait of 
tk fifty publifhed in his works 
being doubtful or fpurious) and 
two difcourfes to Cledonius a- 
gainll the Apollinariits, which 
were originally letters. Thcfe 
Orations treat of fcvcral points 
oi morality, and myrteries of 
with : others are written in con- 
futation of herefies, others are 
panegyricks of martyrs fpoken 
?n their feilivals. His writ- 
contain alfo 237 letters, 
ami 158 poems, publifhed by the 

mmi Warn, ToUius printed 



(35) e p- f 9 6 - p- 8f ;4- 

at Utrecht in 1696 twenty other 
poems of St. Gregory, called 
the Cygnean Verfcs. The in- 
defatigable Muratori, librarian 
to the duke of Modcna, pub- 
liflicd, in 1709, 227 epigrams 
of our faint, la the 1 2 1 11 and 
1 2 2d he tcilifies, that his mo- 
ther obtained his birth by prayer, 
and that once when dangeroufly 
fiek he was rcltorcd to his health, 
by the holy table, that is, the fa- 
cri/ice of the altar. He teaches 
and praclifes the invocation of 
faints in many places, lie re- 
lates that St. Jullina begged the 

Virgin. Mary to aftilhcjr, a vir- 
gin. 
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Tillemont gives him only fixty or fixty-one years of ao c l| 
he was certainly considerably older. The Latins honour y 
on the ninth of May. The emperour Conftantine Partf m 
genitus caufed his alhes to be tranflated from Naziaazurato 
Conftantinople, and to be laid in the church of the apuilfc; 
which was done with great pomp in 950. They were brou4 
to Rome in the crufades, and lie under an altar in the Vatican 
church. 

Oa 



t$ 
tc 

it 

*t 

c$ 

*f 
«t 



gin, (Or. 18. p. 279, 2&0.) He 
fays, '* the fouls of the faints 
know our affairs: (ep. 5&01. 
p. 898.) and fpeaking of St, 
Athanafius, " that he now 
beholds from heaven our con- 
cernments, and ftretches out 
his hand to thofe who are 
fighting for virtue, and fo 
much the more as he is now 
freed from the bonds of the 
flelh," (Or. 24. p. 435 ) He 
rays St. Baal to intercede in 
eaven for thofe whom he go- 
ver.ned or loved on earth. (Or. 
20. p. 372, 373,) He prays St. 
Cyprian to aflifthim. (Or. 18. p. 
286.) He reproaches Julian, 
that he refufed to honour the 
bodies of the martyrs which ex- 
pelled devils, and cured di/tem- 
pers ; to whom men paid ho- 
nours and inftituted feftivals. 

Hence Daillej the Calvinid, ac,- 
cufes this holy dodlor of having 
promoted the honouring of faints 
bywords and example, (de rclig. 
cultu, p. 51.) This holy doctor 
fays, that the afhes of St. Cy,- 
prian even to his time, chafed 
away devils, and cured difcafes, 
as thofe loudly teflined who had 
experienced it. (Or. x8. p. 285.) 
He inveighs againlt the heathens 
that, under Julian the apoftate, 
they burnt the fepulchres of the 
martyrs, and fcattercd their re- 
Hclcs in the wind, or mingled 
them with the remains of the 

bafeit men than they mighf 



prive thofe of the honour due to 
them, (Or. 4. p. 126.) Julian 
himfelf reproaches the chrilliam, 
that under their perfections at 
Antioch, which they had fufferd 
feven months, they had bethought 
themfelves of no other means oi 
defending themfelves, than of 
fending the old women to pray 
conftaatly for a deliverance be- 
fore the tombs of the martyrs, 

Odiofam ifiam feveritalem Jqiu 
mum jam ntenfem perptjfiy vsta 
quidem et preces* quo tantismalh 
eriperemur, ad weiulas ditti/tnta 
qute circum fipulchra mortwm 
ajfiduc verfantw. Julian in Mi* 
fopog. p. 54.) If the flyle of 

St. BafiJ is the more fmooth and 
eafy of the two, that of Nazi- 
anzen is the more folid and ma- 
jeftick. He always forms tte 
moft noble conceptions of thing:, 
and clothes his meaning with de- 
licacy and elegance. His ho* 
guage glows and the fnt bos fwclh 
ib high, that Erafmus was tie- 
terre<l from undertaking to tranf- 
late his works diilingnilhcd by a 
vivacity in his Hyle, and fre- 
quent remote alluiions. (Vic). L 
26. ep. 33. p. 1446.) i^i Pin 
cfteems St, Gregory the greatcft 
of all orators whether fstcrodof 
profane, (BibI p. 655.) 
judicious Roilin gives the bitt 
place among orators to him and 
St. Bafll. it is certain, that it 
he has any fault it is rather an 
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On the fame DAY 
St. Hhrmas, a chrifliart of diftin&ion in Rome, whom St. Paul 

falutes (i). Origen believes him to have been the author of the book 
entitled Pafior, and certain modern writers fall in with this con- 
jecture. But that feenis rather to have been the work of a later 
Hcrmas. Some indeed with Tillemont, Ceiller, &c. conclude 
from the contents that it was compiled before the perfecution of 
Domitian in 95 : but Du Guct (2), and others think it was only- 
written about the year 142, againft the Montanilts and their falfe 
prophets. It is quoted by St. Clement of Alexandria, Origen, 
Tertullian, Eufebius, St. Jerom, &c. It is divided into three 
books ; the firft contains Revelations ; the fecond Precepts ; and the 
third Similitudes which refemble the revelations of the hrft. The 
author entiries his work Pajior, or the fhepherd from the angel his 
monitor, who afTumed-the appearance of a lhepherd, and whofe dic- 
tates he profefles to write. He amgns to every one not only an 
angel guardian, but alfo a devil who is his tempter; he recom- 
mends prayers, almsdeeds and other good works on fall-days : men- 
tions a ftate of continency with approbation ; fays that penance 
which is followed by frequent relapfes is generally fruitlefs. Bifhop 
Wake publifhed an Englilh tranflation of this work, together with 
the epiitles of St. Clemens, St. Barnabas, St. Ignatius and St. 
Polycarp, in 1693, and republilhed the fame in 1710. 



(1) Rom. xvi. 14. 

m 

dancy of figures and flowers. 
The bell Latin tranflation of 
this father's works is that of the 
learned abbot of St. Michael's, 
Abbe Billi, printed at Paris in 
1609, and,i63o, in two volumes 



(2) DhT. i f 

in folio. Few tranflators have, 
in all accomplifhmcnts for that 
difficult province, equalled this 

great linguift, and judicious edi- 
tor. 
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StANTONINUS, Archbifhop of Flo- 



rence, C. 



Frojn the lull of his canonization^ his exatf life by Caftlglione^ a 
contemporary priejl, canon of Florence^ and other writers of that 
age^ collected by F. Tout on , T. 3. />. 3 1 9. See Papebmh^ 

JcJ. Sanfl. T> r. May, p. 3x1. 

A. D. 1459. 

ST. Antoninus, or Little Antony^ was born at Flo- 
rence, in 1389. His parents named Nicholas Pierozzi, and 
Thomaffina, were noble citizens of that place, and he was the 
only fruit of their marriage. From the cradle he was modefr, 
bafhful, docile, and had no inclination but to piety, being 
even then an enemy both to floth and to the amufements of 
children. It was his only pleafure to read the lives of faints 
and other good books, to converfe with pious perfons, or em- 
ploy himfelf in prayer, to which he was much given from his 
infancy. Accordingly, if he was not at home or at fchool, lie 
was always to be found at St. Michael's church before a cru- 
cifix, or in our Lady's chapel there. And whether he applied 
himfelf to that holy exercife in his clofct or the church, he 
always kneeled or lay proftrate, with a perfeverance that afro* 
nifhed every body. By the means of a happy memory, a folid 
judgment and quick penetration, affifted by an afliduous appli- 
cation, he became an able mailer at an age when others fcarce 
begin to undcrftand the firft elements of the feiences. But his 
paflion for learning was not equal to his ardour to perfect him- 
felf in the fcience of falvation. In prayer, he begged nothing 
of Ood but his grace to avoid fin, and to do his holy 
will in all tilings. F. Dominick, a learned and holy preacher, 
of the Order of St. Dominick, afterwards made cardinal, 
su chbifhop of Ragufa, and legate of the holy fee, was then 
employed in building a convent at Ficfoli, two miles from I'jo- 

1 ence. Antoninus was wondcriully delighted with the UJiction 
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of his fermons, and never went out of Florence but to converfe 
with that apoftolick man, to whom he applied at I a ft for the 
Dominican habit. The father judging him as yet too young, 
and his constitution too tender for fo ftrict a life of perpetual ab- 
ftinence, frequent fails, long watchings and other rigours, advifed 
him to wait yet fomc years, and bid him firft ftudy the canon 
jaw , adding, that when he mould have learned Gratian's decree 
by heart, his requeft fhould be granted. So dry and difficult a tail: 
would have feemed to another equivalent to an abfolute refufal. 
However Antoninus fet about it, and joining prayer and fevere 
mollifications with his ftudies, made an eflay of the life to 
which he afpired ; and in lefs than a year prefented himfeif 
again to the prior of Fiefoli, and by anfwering his examination 
upon the whole decree of Gratian, gave him a furprifing proof 
of his capacity, memory and fervour. The prior hefitated no 
longer, but gave him the habit, he being then fixteen years of 
nge. The young novice was moft exact in complying with 
every point of the rule, and appeared the moft hum b e, the 
moft obedient, moft mortified and moft recollected of his bre- 
thren. Being advanced to the priefthood he augmented his ex- 
ercifes of piety ; he was never feen at the altar but bathed in 
tears. Whether fick or well, he lay always on the hard boards. 
And fo perfectly had he fubjected the flefh to the fpirit, that he 
feemed to feel no reluctance from his fenfes in the fervice of 
God. He was chofen very young to govern the great convent 
of the Minerva in Rome ; and after that was fucceffivcly prior 
at Naples, Cajeta, Cortona, Sienna, Fiefoli and Florence : in 
all which places he zealoufly enforced the practice of the rule 
of St. Dominiclc, and more by his actions than words. Be- 
fides his domeftick employments he preached often, and with 
great fruit. The works winch he publifhed increafed his repu- 
tation. He was confulted from Rome, and from all quarters, 
especially in intricate cafes of the canon law. The learned 
cardinal dc Lucca reckons him among the moft diftinguimcd 
auditors or judges of the Rota, though we do not find at what 
time he difcharged that office. He was chofen vicar or gene- 
ral fuperiour of a numerous reformed Congregation in his Or- 
der. He would not remit any thing in his aufterities or la- 
hours when cxhaufled by a decay ; of which however he re- 
covered. Pope Eugcnius IV. called him to the general council 
of Florence ; and he aflifted in quality of divine at all its fcflions, 
and at the difputntions with the Greeks. During his ft ay m 
i'Jorence he was made prior of the convent of St. Mark in that- 
city, for which Cofmus of Medicis, called the Father of his 
country ) was then building a fumptuous church winch pope lOu- 

genius iV\ confycratcd, After having cflablifhcd in this ln»ulc 
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the true fpirit of his Order, he vifited his convents in Tuft 
and Naples. 

While employed in introducing the primitive djfcipline of 
his Order in the province of Naples, the fee of Florence be. 
came vacant by the death of its archbifhop. The intrigues of 
fever A candidates protracted the' election of a fucceffbur. B ut 
pope Eugcnius IV- no fooner named F. Antoninus to the Flo* 
rentines, ay polTefled of the qualities they had defired in their 
future bifhop, namely, fancYity, learning and experience, and 
his being a native of their own city, than they all acquiefced 
in his choice. Antoninus, who had then been two years ab- 
fent from Florence, employed in the vilitation of his mona- 
fteries, was equally furprifed and afflicted that he fhould have 
been thought of for fo eminent a dignity. And that he might 
efcape it, he fet out with the defign of concealing himfelf in 
the ifle of Sardinia; but being prevented in the execution, he 
was obliged to go to Sienna, whence he wrote to the pope, 
conjuring his Holinefs not to lay that formidable burden on 
his weak moulders, alleging his being in the decline of life, 
worn out with fatigues and ficknefs ; enlarging alfo upon his great 
unworthinefs and want of capacity: and begging that he would 
not now treat him as an enemy whom he had honoured with fo 
many marks of friendfhip. He could not clofe his letter with- 
out watering it with his tears* The pope, however, was in- 
flexible, and fent him an order to repair without delay to his 
convent at Fiefoli. He wrote at the fame time to the city of 
Florence, to acquaint them that he had fent them an archbifhop 
to their gates. The principal perfons of the clergy and nobi- 
lity, with Cofmus of Medicis at their head, went out to com- 
pliment him on that occafxon ; but found him fo avcrfe to the 
dignity, that all their intreaties to take it upon him were to no 
purpofe : till the pope, being again applied to in the affair, 
fent him an order to obey, backing it with a threat of excom- 
munication if he perfifled in oppohng the will of God. Af- 
ter many tears Antoninus at laft complied ; he was confccrateii 
and took poffcjlion of his bifhoprick in March 1446. His re- 
gulation of his houfhold and conduct was a true imitation of 
the primitive apoftolick bifhops, PI is table, drefs and furni- 
ture, f hewed a perfect fpirit of poverty, modedy, and fimpli- 
tity. It w;i.i his ufual faying, that all the riches of a fuccef- 
fbur of the a po flics ought to be his virtue. He prac~tifed all the 
obfrrvancxs of his micas far as compatible with his func- 
tions. His whole family confided of fix perfons, to whom he 
aflii'Mcd fueh falarics as might hinder them from fee king acci- 
dental peujuifxte.-j, which are ufually iniquitous or dangerous. 

He at firli appointed two i rand yjursj Init aftciWiirds to avoid 

all 
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occafions of variance, kept only one s and remembering that 
2 biihop is bound to perfonal fervice, did almoft everything 
hirnielf, but always with mature advice. As to his temporali- 
ties, he relied entirely on a man of probity and capacity, to. re- 
fer ve himfelf totally for his fpiritual fundi ions. He gave au- 
dience every day to all that addrefTed themfelves to" him, but 
particularly declared himfelf the father and protector of the 
poor. His purfe and his granaries were in a manner totally 
theirs ; when thefe were exhaufted, he gave them often part of 
his fcanty furniture and clothes. He never was poflefled of any 
plate, or any other precious moveables, and never kept either 
dogs or horfes j one only mule ferved all the neceflities of his 
family, and this he often fold for the relief of fome poor per- 
fon : on which occafion fome wealthy citizen would buy it, to 
reftore it again as a prefent to the charitable archbifhop. He 
founded the college of St. Martin, to affiff. perfons of reduced 
circumfcances, and afhamed to make known their neceflities, 
which eftablifhment now provides for above fix hundred fa- 
milies. His mildnefs appeared not only in his patience in 
bearing the infolence and importunities of the poor, but in his 
fweetnefs and benevolence towards his enemies. One named 
Ciardi, whom he had cited before him to anfwer certain crimi- 
nal accufations, made an attempt on his life ; and the faint nar- 
rowly efcaped the thrufr. of his poignard which pierced the back 
of his chair. Yet he freely forgave the afTaflin, and praying 
for his conversion had the comfort to fee him become a fincere 
penitent in the Order of St. Francis. 

The faint wanted not courage whenever the honour of God 
required it. He fupprefled games of hazard ; reformed other 
abules in all orders ; preached almoft every Sunday and holy- 
lay, and vifited his whole diocefe every year, always on foot. 
His character for wifdom and integrity was fuch, that he was 
confulted from all parts, and by perfons of the highefr rank 
both lecuUir and ecclefiaftical : and his decifions gave fo general 
a fatisfaclion, that they acquired him the name of Antoninus 
the Counfbllour. Yet this multiplicity of bitfinefs was no in-* 
terruption of his attention to God. He allowed himfelf very 
little Deep. Over and above the church office, he recited daily 
the oilice of our Lady, and the feven penitential pfalms : the 
oilice of the dead twice a week, and the whole pfalter on every 
fcftival. In the nmlit of his exteiiour affairs he always pre- 
farvd the fume ferenity of countenance, and the lame peace of 
nu '>d, and feenied always recollected in God. Francis Ca- 
«dl«, his fecrctary, once fa id to him, hifhops were to he pitied 
if they were to he eternally b«?ficgeil with hurry as he was. 

**hj feint made him this aniw.r, which the author witiicd to 
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fee written in letters of gold : cc To enjoy in terioar peace, we 
4t muft always referve in our hearts amidft all affairs, as it 
cc were, a fecret clofet, where we are to keep retired within 
cc ourfelves, and where no bufinefs of the world can ever en- 
<c ter." Pope Eugenius IV. falling fick fent for Antoninus to 
"Rome, made his confe/Iion to him, received the Viaticum and 
extreme- unction from his hands, and expired in his arms on 
the twenty third of February 1447. Nicholas IV. fuccecucd 
him. St. Antoninus having received his benediction haftened 
to Florence, where a peftilence had begun to fhew itfclf which 
raged the whole year following. The holy archbifhop cxpofed 
himfelf firft, and employed his clergy both fecular and regular, 
efpecially thofe of his own Order, in aflifting the infected j fo 
that almofr. all the friars of St. Mark, St. Mary Novella, and 
Fiefoli were fwept away by the contagion, and new recruits 
were fent from the province of Lombardy to inhabit thofe 
houfes. The famine, as is ufual, followed this firft fcourgc. 
The holy archbifhop ftripped himfelf of almoft every thing; 
and by the influence of his words and example many rich pei- 
fons were moved to do the like- He obtained from Rome, 
particularly from the pope, great fuccours for the relief of the 
diftrefled. Indeed the pope never refufed any thing that here- 
quefted ; and ordered that no appeals fhould be received at 
Rome from any fentence pafled by him. After the publick 
calamity was over, the faint continued his liberalities to the 
poor : but being informed that two blind beggars had amafled, 
the one two hundred, and the other three hundred ducats, he 
took the money from them, and diffributed it among the real 
objects of charity; charging himfelf, howcvei, with the 
maintenance of thofe two for the reft of their lives. Humility 
made him conceal his heroick practices of penance and piety 
from others, and even from himfelf; for he law nothing but 
imperfections even in what others admired in him, and never 
heard any thing tending to his own commendation without 
confulion and indignation. He formed many perfect imitators 
of his viituc. An acc ident difcovci'cd to him a hidden fervant 
of G;.d. A poor handicraftsman lived in obfeurity, in^J.e 
continual practice of penance, having no other object of las 
defires but heaven. He pafled the Sundays and holydays iiitiiC 
churches, and difrributed all he gained by his work, beyond 
his mean fubfntence, among the poor with the grcaicil piivacyj 
and kept a poor leper, fcri/ing him and drolling his ulcers with 
liiwS own hands, bearing ihc continual reproaches and com- 
plaints of the ungraleiul beggar, not only with patience, but 
alio with joy. The leper became the more tnoroie and im- 
perious, and carried complaints agaiuft liis benefactor to the 
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archbifliop, who difcovering this hidden treafu re of fan&ity in 
the handicraftsman, fecretJy honoured it, whilft he punifhed 
the infolence of the leper. 

Florence was fhook by frequent earthquakes 
years from 1453* anc * a large trail: of land was 
by a violent ftonn. The faint maintained, 
fet up again the moft diftrefled, and rebuilt their houfes* 
But he laboured moft afliduoufly to render thefe publick cala- 
mities inftrumental to the reformation of his people's manners* 
Cofmus of Medicis ufed to fay, that he did not queftion but 
the prefervation of their republick, under its great dangers, 
was owing chiefly to the merits and prayers of its holy archbi- 
fhop. Pope Pius IL has left us, in the fecond book of his 
commentaries, a moft edifying hiftory of the eminent virtues 
of our faint, and the ftrongeft teftimonies of his fancHcy. The 
love of his flock made him decline a fecular embafly to the em- 
pcrour Frederick III. God called him to the reward of his 
labours on the fecond of May I459> in the feventieth year of 
his age, the thirteenth of his archiepifcopal dignity. He re- 
peated on his death-bed thofe words, which he had often in 
his mouth during health, cc To ferve God is to reign." Pope 
, Pius II. being then at Florence, aflifted at his funeral. His 
hair-fhirt and other relicks were the tnftruments of many mi- 
racles. He was buried, according to his defire, in the church 
of St. Mark among his religious brethren, and was canonized 
by Adrian VI. in 1523. His body was found entire in 1559* 
and tranflated, with the greateft pomp and folemnity, into a 
chapel prepared to receive it in the fame church of St. Mark, 
richly adorned by the two brothers Salviati 
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{(i) St. Antoninus's principal 
Work is, his Sumw of moral di- 
ytti /y, divided into four parts, 
in which all virtues and vicc^ are 
explained, the former enforced 
hy pathetick motives and ex- 
•tuples, and the latter painted 
h» the molt Unking colours to 
mipire chrillians with honour. 
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ftory from the creation of die 
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his death. He is faithful and can- 
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SS. Go r d ian and Epimachus MM. Thefe two holy martjrt 
are named in all calendars of the weftern church fince the fixth aoe. 
St. Epjmachus fufFered at Alexandria under Decius in the year 

250, with one Alexander. They had been long detained in a hi- 
deous dungeon, were beaten with clubs, their fides were torn with 
iron -hooks ; laftly they were both burnt in lime. This is related 
by St. Dionyfius of Alexandria quoted by Eufebius [b. vi. c.41,] 

St. Gordian was beheaded at Rome for the faith under Julian the 
Apoftate in the year 362. His name occurs in the antient martyro- 
logies. His body was laid in a cave, in which was depofited that 
of St. Epimachus, which was brought from Alexandria to Rome a 
little before St. Gordian's martyrdom. The relicks of both thefe 
martyrs are now pofTefled by the great Benedidtine abbey of Kemp- 
ten, in the diocefe of Aufbourg. 

St. Isidore of Madrid, labourer, patron of Madrid. It is a 
misfortune which deferves to be lamented with floods of tears, that 
ignorance, obftinacy and vice fhould fo often taint a country life, 
the ftate which of all others is moft neceffary and important to the 
world ; the moft. conformable to a human condition and to nature; 
the ftate which was fanftified by the example of the primitive holy 
patriarchs, and which affords the mofl favourable opportunities for 
the per feci: practice of every virtue and chriftian duty What ad- 
vantageous helps to piety did the ancient hermits feekin thedeferts, 
which the circumftances of a country labourer do not offer ? The 
life of St. Ifidore is a moft fenfible proof of this affertion. He was 
born at Madrid of poor, but very devout parents, and was chriftened 
Ifidore from the name of their patron St. Ifidore of Seville. They 
had not the means to procure him learning or a polite education; 
but both by word and example they infufed into his tender foul the 
mmoft horrour and dread of all fin, and the mofl: vehement ardour 
for every virtue, and efpecially for prayer. Good books arc a great 
help to holy meditation ; but not indifpenfably rcquifite. St. Ire* 
nauis mentions whole nations which believed in Chrill, and abound- 
ed in exemplary livers, without knowing the ufe of ink or paper. 
Many illuilrious anchorets knew no other alphabet than that ol hu- 
mility and divine charity. The great St. Antony himfclf could not 
fo much as read the Greek or Latin languages : nay, from the 
words of St. Auftin, fomc doubt whether he could read even his 
own barbarous Egyptian dialccl. Yet in the fciencc of the faints, 
what philofophcr or orator ever attained to the A B C of that great 
man ? Learning, if it puffs up the mind, or infpircs any fecret Ivlf- 
fuiliciency, is an impediment to the communications of the Holy 
Gholt; Jimplicity and finccrc humility being the difpofitions whkli 
invite him into the foul. IJy thefe way Ifidore prepared to find him 
an inlcriour inllrucler and comforter. His carnellnefs in fee king 
Jcflbns and inlltuclions of piety made hint neglecl no opportunity 
of hearing them ; and fo much the more tender and the deeper were 
the impreilions which they left in his foul, aa his dcliie was thc 
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jhonger and the more pure. His patience in bearing all injuries, 
and in overcoming the envy of fellow fervants by cordial kind- 
' nefles ; his readinefs to obey his mailers, and in indifferent things 
to comply with the inclinations of others, and humbly to ferve every 
one, gave him the moft complete victory over himfelf and his pai- 
. fions. Labour he confidered as enjoined him by God in puniihment 
of fin, and for a remedy againft it. And he performed his work 
in a fpirit of compunction and penance. JVlany objeft that their 
labours and fatigues leave them little time for the exercifes of. reli- 
gion. But Jiidore, by directing his intention according to the moll 
holy motives of faith, made his work a moil perfect act of religion. 
He confidered it as a duty to God. Therefore, he applied himfelf 
to it with great diligence and care, in imitation of the angels in 
heaven, who in all things fulfil the will of God with the greateft 
readinefs and alacrity of devotion. The more humbling and the 
more painful the labour was, the dearer it was to the faint, being a 
means the more fuitable to tame his flelh, and a more noble part of 
his penance. With the fame fpirit that the faints fubdued their bo- 
dies by toils in their deferts, Ifidore embraced his talk. He more- 
over lanctified it by continual prayer. Whillt his hand held the 
p':o\v, he in his heart converfed with God, with his angel guardian, 
and the other blelTed fpirits ; fometimes deploring the fins of the* 
world, and his own fpiritual miferies, at other times, in the meltipff 
words of the royal prophet, raifing his defires to the glory of the 
heavenly Jerufalem. It was chiefly by this perfed fpirit of prayer 
joined with, or rather engrafted upon, a moll profound humility and 
fpirit of mortification, that St. Ifidore arrived at fo eminent a degree 
of fanftity as rendered him the admiration of all Spain. Jn his 
youth he was retained fervant by a gentleman named John de Ver- 
gas of Madrid, to till his land, and do his hulbandry work. The 
lamt afterwards took a moll virtuous woman to wife, named Mary 
della Cabeza. After the birth of one child which died younjr the 
parents, by mutual confent, ferved God in perfect continency.' 

St. Ifidore continued always in the fervice of the fame mailer 
Un account of his fidelity he could fay to him as Jacob did to Lai 
ban ( i ) that, to guard and improve his flock he had often watched 
the nights .and had fullered the fcoi clung heats of fummer, and 
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Servant indulge his companionate charity to the poor, by relieving 
them otherwife than out of his own falary. The faint was fcnfibf 
that in his fidelity, diligence and afliduous labour confuted, i n 
great part, the fanctification of his foul ; and that his duty to his 
matter was his duty to God. He alfo infpired his wife with the 
fame commence in God, the fame love of the poor, and the fame 
difengagement from the things of this world : he made her the 
faithful imitatrix of his virtues, and a partner in his good works. 
She died in 1 1 75, and is honoured in Spain among the Taints. H ei " 
immemorial veneration was approved by pope Innocent XII. in 1697, 
St Ifidore being feized with the ficknefs of which he died, foretold 
his laft hour, and prepared himfelf for it with redoubled fervour, 
and with the moft tender devotion, patience and chearfulnefs. r { he- 
piety with which he received the laft facraments, drew tears from 
all that were prefent. Repeating inflamed atts of divine love, he 
expired on the 1 5th of May, 1 1 70, being near fixty years of a*e. 
His death was glorified by miracles. After forty years his body- 
was removed out of the church-yard into the church of St. Andrew. 
It has been fince placed in the bimop's chapel, and during thefe five 
hundred years remains entire and frefli, being honoured by a fuccef- 
fion of frequent miracles down to this time. The following, among 
others, is very well attefted. Philip III. in his return from Lifbon, 
was taken fo ill at Cafarubios del Monte, that his life was defpaired 
of by his phylicians. Whereupon the ihrine of St. Ifidore was or- 
dered to be carried in a folemn proceflion of the clergy, court, and 
people from Madrid to the chamber of the lick king. The joint 
prayers of many prevailed. At the fame time the fhrine was taken 
out of the church, the fever left the king ; and upon its being 
brought into his chamber, he was perfectly cured. The year fol- 
lowing the body of the faint was put into a new rich fhrine, which 
coft fixteen hundred ducats of gold. St. Ifidore had been beatified 
a little before by Paul V. in 1619, at the folicitation of the Ltae 
king. His folemn canonization was performed, at the ret] licit of 
king Philip IV, on the 12th of March, 1622 ; though the bull was 
only made publick by Benedict XIII.— See the life of St. Ifidore, 
written by John of Madrid, a hundred and forty years after his 
death ; and card. Lambertini, de canon iz. SS. t. iii. 

St. Com gall or Conoel, A. one of the molt illuftrious founders 
of monaitick Orders in Ireland. He was born of noble parents in 
the north ofUlftcr, in 516, fixty years after the death of St. Patrick, 
and was brought up under St. Pintan, in his monaftcry of Cluain- 
Edncch, at the foot of Bladin hills (high mountains, from which 
arifc three rivers, the Shannon, Barrow and Neor,) in Queen s 
county. He came out of that fchool of piety and monaitick dilci- 
plinc an accornpliflicd matter, and founded, about the year $30, the 
great abbey of'Bcnehor or Bangor [a) in the county of i)own, which 
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that the monks of Bangor were 
not unlike the Order of St. BaWi 
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monafteries of 

Ireland > as that of Bangor in North-Wales, was the moll confider- 
able among the Britons, which was in a flo unfiling condition foon 
after the death of St.Dubritius, about the middle of the fixth century. 
Cambden is miftaken when he writes that St. Comgall firft inftituted 
monks in Ireland ; it being certain that St. Patrick himfelf had 
founded monafteries there, having perhaps learned the monallick 
rule of St. Martin in France. But St. Comgall exceedingly propa- 
gated that ftate in Ireland. He is faid to have governed in Benchor 
and other houfes three thoufand monks ; all which religious men 

were 



ncr takes notice, that the firft 
Britifli and Irifh monks imitated 
very much the rules of the ori- 
ental monks. St. Congei found- 
ed Bangor in Ireland, as is made 
evident by Ulher, not Bangor in 
V\.; t s f as Camden miftakes. 
Tins latter, whenfoever inftitut- 
cd, was a famous abbey in the 
time of Gildas who fpeaks of 

Mo^ncborum decreta, & monacbi 

wtttm. Bifliop Ulher informs us, 

1. de Antiqu. Brit. c. xviii. that 
four monallick rules are ft i 11 ex- 
tant in the old Irifh tongue, i. 
That of St. ColumkilJe which 
was followed in Scotland, and 
in the churches planted by the 
Scotilh monks among the nor- 
thern Englifli Saxons, till St. 
Wilfrid changed it among them. 

2. lhat of St. Comgall ; but 
the language in which this rule 
is writ is no longer intelligible. 
3- Of St. Mochuda or Carthag, 
a difciple of St. Comgall, and 
bunder of the great monaftcry 
of Haithin, in Welt Meath, and 
alfo of another at Lifmore, of 
which city he was the iiril biihop. 
He died in 637, and is honoured 
on the 10th of May. 4. Of j^t. 
Ailbee, who preaching in Ire- 
land at the fain 



~; ,lu Lil ^ Jiiine time with St. 

{ atnek, was made the firll arch- 
li ho r of Kmelye, in Muniler,of 
which province he was a native. 
I hat lee was afterwards fixed at 

Ufl «*J. fit Ailbee founded a 



moft famous monaftery in the 
ifle of Arran, over which he ap- 
pointed St. Enna or Endeus the 
firft abbot. St. Ailbee is honoured 
September 12. The moll: re- 
nowned among the difciples of 
St. Comgall that flourifhed in 
Ireland, was St. Lugil or Molua, 
eminent for his obedience and 
other virtues. St. Bernard, who 
calls him Luanus, writes that he 
is faid to have founded an hun- 
dred monafteries. The princi- 
pal was fituate in Leinfter on the 
borders of Munfter, between 
OfTery and Leiia, now Queen's 
County. It was called Cluain- 
Fearta, or Solitude of Wonders ; 
for Cluain fignifies a retired 
place, and Fearta Wonders. St. 
Molua wrote a monallick rule 
which was very famous, and is 
faid to have been highly ap- 
proved by St. Gregory the Great. 
He died in 622. 

Among the other ancient Irifh 
faints, fome of the principal arc 
two SS. Brcndans, both difciples 
of St. Fin 1 an at Clonard. One 
founded the abbey of Birra in 
the middle of Ireland, and died 
in 564, or according to others, 
in 572. The other, furnamed 
the elder, much more famous, 
the fon of Findloga, founded 
the great monailery of Cluain~ 
Fcarta, in Connaughf, now cal- 
led Clonfcrt, an cpifcopal fep 
under the arcbimop of Tuam, 

This 
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were employed in tillage or other manual labour. Coloinban who 
was his difciple at JBenchor fettled his rule in Britain, France slid 
Italy ; and many other abbots, bifhops and faints came out of w 
nurfery. All the holy men of that age fought his friendfhip and 
acquaintance, and the ancient writers highly extol his fanclity and 
prudence. Notker fays, he was, in an extraordinary manner, the 

onas, 
ala- 

chi, are very profufe in his commendations. The latter lays, that 
the monastery of Benchor having been long before deflroyed by pu 

rates, 



•r «»»»*• i-»v.».i>.wA iiv »»«^, w»«~»»w.> j manner, i 

heir of the virtues and merits of St. Columba or Columkille. J 0 n 
in the life of St. Columban, and St. Bernard in that of St. Ma 



This houfe was different from 
that of St. Molua in Leinfter, 
called Cluain-Fearta-Molua. St. 
Brendan the elder was the au- 
thor of a monaftick rule, and 
built for his fifier Briga a monaf- 
tery near Tuam, called Inach- 
duin, where he died, in 578. 
He is honoured on the eighteenth 
.of May. St Fintan, abbot of 
Cluain-Ednech, in Leinfter , was 
alfo eminent for his fanclity : by 
his inftrudlions Comgall was ini- 
tiated in the practice of chriiiian 
perfe&ion. The rule of St. 
tintan was very aurtere. The 
monks lived only on vegetables, 
and tilled the ground with their 
own hands. He died in the 
iixth centurv. See his life in 
BollancJus, February 17. — Atthe 
fame time flourifhed St. Kenny, 
in Latin Cainicus , who founded 
the abbey Achadh-bho, or Field 
of Oxen, the firft feat of the bi- 
fhops of OfTory ; which fee is 
now fixed at Kilkenny, or Cell 
of Kenny, fo palled from this 
faint, who died in 599. He is ho- 
noured Oclober 1 1. See Ufher 
Ant. c. xvii. p. 495. — St. Finian 
Lobhar, or the Leper, a difciple 
of St. Brendan, founder of the 
monaftcrics of Inis-Faitlen, in 
J>efmond, and of Ard-finan, in 
the county of Tippcrary, died 
about the year 61 ^. — St. Coe'ni- 
gen, alias K.eivin, founder of 
the famous abbey of Gleande- 

loch, which became an cpifco- 



pal fee, now united to Dublin, 

died in 615. St. Colman-Elo 

founder of the monallery of 
Land-Elo, now Lin -alii, in 
King's County, died in 610.— 
St. Kiaran, or Queranus, call- 
ed in Cornwal Piran, was a 
native of Oflbry in Ireland, 
travelled to Rome, and after 
his return converted his mother 
and many other infidels to the 
faith, thirty years before the 
arrival of St. Patrick, according 
to bifhop Ufher who places his 
birth in 352; and his return 
from Rome into Ireland in 40:. 
To prepare himfelf for his end 
he pafied into Cornwal, and 
having lived there fome time an 
hermit, on the coaft, fifteen miles 
from Padftow, he died very old. 
Ufher reckons certain other faints 
in Ireland who are faid to have 
lived a little before the preach- 
ing of St. Patrick. — One St. 
Mel, nephew to St. Patrick, and 
firil bifhop of Ardachadh, in the 
county of Longford, and many 
other faints in Ireland about the 
time of their converfion to the 
faith. See Ufher Antiqu. Brit, 
c. xvi. xvii. and Colgan. 

The fervour, with which the 
Irifh firft embraced the faith, 
jfeems not to have abated for ic- 
vcral ages. In 674, Marian*!"' 
Scotus makes this remark m m* 
Chronicle, " that Ireland was 
filled with faints or holy nun- 

Nor was the reputation of it* 
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rates, St. Malachi reftored it, becaufe the bodies of many faints 
revofed there. Ufher thinks St. Comgall to have been the fame 
perfon with St. Congellus. He founded the abbey of Benchor 
about the year 555. Seven years after this he went into Wales, and 
there built a monaftery in a place then called the land of Heth. On 
his return to Ireland he founded another monaftery called Cell- 
Comgail, now Saynkille, at prefent annexed to the archbiftioprick 
of Dublin He died on the 10th of May, in 601. — See Ufher 
Ant. Brit. Eccl. p. 236. 237. 452. 472. 473. 475. 476. 494. 

MAY 



fchools lefs renowned. Two 
Iriihmen coming into France in 
791, were there admired for 
their incomparable learning, and 
gave birch to the two firft uni- 
versities in the world, namely 
thole of Paris and Pavia : and 
our great king Alfred in 891, 
iiltened to three learned Iriih- 
men in his projects for the ad- 
vancement of literature. [See 
Ufher p. 544, 545.] Camden 
obferves [Brit, de Hibern. p. 
t 730.] that the Englim -Saxons 
anciently flocked to Ireland as 
to the mart of facred learning, 
and that this is frequently men- 
tioned in the Jives of eminent 
men among them. Thus in the 
life of Sulgcnus, in the eighth 
age, we read : 

Exemplo Patru m> tomtnotus a- 
more legends, 

'hit ad Hibemos, fopbia mi rei- 
ki le ciaros. 

With love of learning and cx- 
ampieshVd, 

Jo Ireland, fanVd for wif- 
liom, he retir'd. 



it C rn btlcn conjcfclurcs that the 
; ln £"«» -Saxons borrowed their 



ters from the Irifh, becaufe 
»ey ufed the lame which the 
J"* at thib day ftill make ufe of 
J « wntm a their own language. 

J he monk b who applied them- 
«*cs; to prayer, preaching and 

Aching m Ireland and Scotland 



in the middle ages were call'dCuI- 
dees, i. e. fervants of God from 
the Latin words, Cultores Dei. 
No mention is made of them by 
Nennius in the feventh, nor by 
Bede in the eighth age. They 
feem not to have been known 
before the ninth century in which 
we find them at St. Andrew^ : 
though He&or Boetius and other 
Scotifh writers pretend the CuU 
dees to have been as ancient as 
chriftianity in that country. They 
feem to have never had any fet- 
tlement in England except at St. 
Peter's in York. Their rule was 
borrowed from that of St. Bafil. 
See U flier's Antiqu. Eccl. Brit, 
fol. p. 333. 334. 34 6. 638. 659. 
Collier Eccl. Hift. vol. 1 . p. j 80, 

and Tanner's Preface to Notitia 
Monaft. 

In the latter ages the Benedic- 
tine and other religious Orders 
had many houfes and provinces 
in Ireland : but the regular ca- 
nons of St. Auftin were far the 
mofl iiourilhing, as the Benedic- 
tines were in England. The 
bilhops and parfons of Ireland 
were mollly taken out of their 
body. In Dublin, though the 
church of St. Patrick was the 
richell and the principal ca- 
thedral, that of the Holy Tri- 
nity, belonging to a great abbey 
of regular canons, enjoyed alio 

the pre-eminence of a cathedral. 
Its abbot fat in the iiouie of 
lords : as did alio the prior 

of 
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St. MAMMERTUS, Archbifhop 0 f 

Vienne, C. 

From a homily of St. Aviius^ his difciple^ on the inftituthn 5/ tk 
Rogation- days ; and fro?n St. Sidonius Apoll'maris^ I. 1. f j, 
1. p, 1014. See Ceiller^ T. 15. 

A. D. 477. 

ST. Mammertus, archbifhop of Vienne in Dauphine, in 
which fee he fucceeded SimpJicius in the fifth age, was a 
prelate renowned in the church for his fan&ity, learning and mi- 
racles. He inftituted in his diocefe the fafts and fupplications 
called the Rogations^ on the following occafion (1). Almighty 
God, to punifh the fins of the people, vifited them with wan 
and other publick calamities, and awaked them from their fpi- 
ritual lethargy by the terrours of earthquakes, fires and raven- 
ous wild beafts, which laft were fometimes feen in the very 
market-places of cities ; fuch was the defolate ftate to which 
the country was reduced. Thefe evils the impious afcribcd to 
blind chance : but religious and prudent perfons confidered them 
as tokens of the divine anger, which threatened them with en- 
tire deftruction, unlefs they ftrove effectually to avert it by fin 
cere repentance. Amidft thefe fcourges St. Mammertus re-] 
ceived a token of the divine mercy. A terrible fire happened' 
in the city of Vienne, which baffled the efforts of men : but 
by the prayers of the good bifhop, the fire on a fudden went 
out. This miracle ffrongly affected the minds of the pcoplc.J 
The holy prelate took this opportunity to make them fejilibleof- 
the neceflity and efficacy of devout prayer, and to imp r ovc| 
their falutary difpofitions to finccrc compunction and penanccp 



(1) Sidon. Apollin. 1. 7. cp. p. 1014. 

of All Saints in the fame city : hiftory of Ireland : or that iflj 
and certain other abbots and Kngliih, though both very Jflljj 
pjjors in other parts of the ifland. pvi'fe&# an4 pft<W ilHlWPNMi 

Sec Aleuiand T « Trench nionJtlUck 
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a thorough amendment of life. On Eafter-night a fecond 
cat fire happened which alarmed the city more than ever, 
he zealous paftor had recourfe to his ufual arms, and poured 
rth his prayers with many tears, lying proftrate before the ai- 
till the flames were extinguilhed in a manner which his 
fticcefibur St. Avitus calls miraculous (2). During this fecond 
Conflagration, the archbiftiop formed a pious defign of inftitut- 
Jngan annual fail and fupplication of three days, in which all 
j$e faithful fhould join, with fincere compunction of heart, to 
'jjppeafe the divine indignation by failing, prayer, tears and the 
confeflion of fins. The church of Auvergne, of which Sc. 
Sidonius was bifhop, adopted this pious inftitution before the 
.year 475, as appears by the letter of St. Sidonius quoted above 5 
find it became in a very fhort time an univerfal practice. We 
%wc two fermons of St. Mammertus, one on the Rogations, 
the other on the repentance of the Ninivites. His brother 
iMammerrus Claudian, who is celebrated by St. Sidonius Apol- 
*inaris as the greatefr fcholar of his age, but was much more 
iommendable for his modefty and virtue, being a prieft, go- 
erncd the affairs of his diocefe under him. He was author of 
hymn, Pange lingua gloriofi proslium certaminis [a) , and other 
iegant works (£). He died about the year 474. Our faint 
rvived him three years, dying in 477. 
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S. NEREUS and ACHILLEUS, 

Martyrs. 

H E Y were eunuchs or chamberlains belonging to St. 
Havia Domitilla, zealous chriftians, and with her wero 
wnilhcd by Domitian into a little ifle on the coaft qf Terra- 



cma 



(2) Horn, dc Rogat. p. 136. 



W It has been by fbme falfc- 
r afcribed to Vcnantius l 7 ortu- 



3 



Ihhi. Patr. T. 6. p. 1062. 
11 principal work is that in 

Fj* books, On nature and the 



who had afTertcd that God alone 
is incorporeal, and that ant;cl 
and human fouls arc material. 
Mainmcrtus con l utes his crrour. 
and treats that obfeure que 11 ion 

in a methodical and defiant 
manner. 
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cina, called Pontia. Their a£ts fay that they were afterwards 1*. 
headed at Terracina under Trajan. Their fefiival was kept at 
Rome with great folemnity in the fixth age, when St. Gregory 
the Great fpoke on it his twenty-eighth homily, in which h; 
fays : " Thefe faints before whofe tomb we are affembled, d e * 
«* fpifed the world, and trampled it under their feet when 
<c peace, plenty, riches and health gave it charms." Their old 
church in Rome lay in ruins, when Baronius, to whom it gave 
the title of cardinal, rebuilt it with fplendour, and reftored to 

it their relicks, which had been removed to the chapel of St, 
Adrian. 



St. FLAVIA DOMITILLA, V. 




SHE was niece to the conful and martyr St. Flavius Clc 
mens, being the daughter of his fitter, as Eufebius tef. 
tifies confequently file was little niece of the emperour 

Domitian, who having put to death her illuflrious uncle, ha- 
nifhed her for her faith into Pontia. There fhe lived with 
her holy eunuchs Nereus, and Achilleus, in exercifes of de. 
votion, they all dwelling in feparate cells which remained 
Handing three hundred years after. St. Jerom tells us, that 
St, Paula going from Rome to Jerufalem, took this ifland in 
her way, vifited them with refpecl: and devotion, and by the 
fight of them was animated with fervour. That father calls J 
her banifhment a long martyrdom, Nerva and Trajan wcic 
perhaps unwilling to reftore the relations of Domitian with the 
other exiles whom they recalled. The afts of SS. Nereus and 
Achilleus fay, that fhe returned to Terracina, and was there 
burnt under Trajan becaufe fhe refufed to facrifice to idol!. 
Her relicks are kept together with thofe of SS. Nereus and 
Achillcus i who though her fcrvants here on earth, enjoy w 

equal honour and condition with her in glory This royi 
* virgin 



(i) B. 3. c. 18. 



The elder Flavia Domi- 
tilla was niece to the emperour 
.Domitian, and daughter of his 
filler Domitilla. This After he 
had given in marriage to his 
coufin-german, St. llavius Cle- 
mens, Ion to a brother of Vcf- 

pafran. .After hit mjirtyrdpiji. 



(he was impeached for her fa* J 

and, becaufe flic refufed to jsft 
ry another hufband, bai* 
the ifle l'andataria, now St. W ', 
ry's, near Pu>//zuolo. She 
bably returned to Rome or» 
Icaft to the continent after 

death p?nMw, 



1 
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tylxnn found true happinefs and joy in fuffering for virtue, 
whTl ft worldly pomp and honours are only mates which often 
" cover the bafeft llavery, and much inward bitternefs. 
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St. PANCRAS, M. 



ETE is faid to have fuffered at Rome, In the fourteenth year 
1 of his age. Having been beheaded for the faith, which 
he had glorioufly confefled under Dioclefian in the year 304, 
he was iritcned in the cemetery of Calepodius, which afterwards 
took his name. His old church in that place was repaired in 
the fifth century by pope Symmachus, and in the feventh by 
. pope Honorius I. St. Gregory the Great fpeaks of his relicks. 

St. ■ Tiegory of Tours (1) calls him the Avenger of perjuries, 
■ and fays that God by a perpetual miracle vifibly punifhed falfe 
i ; oaths made before his relicks. Pope Vitalian fent a 
I portion of them to king Ofwi in 656 (2). Italy, Eng- 
i land, France, Spain 3 &c. abound with churches which bear 
?• his name. 

I St. EPIPHANIUS, Archbifliop of 
I Salamis, C. 

I From bis ivories , Socrates, Sozomcn, and St. Jcro?n* See Cave. 
I tillcmont, T. 9. Ceillcr, T. 8. 

I -A. D. 403. 

ST. Epiphanius was born about the year 310, in the ter- 
ritory of Elcutheropolis, in Paleftine. To qualify himfclf 
, for the ftudy of the holy fcripturcs, he learned in his youth the 
Hebrew, the Egyptian, the Syriack, the Greek and the Latin 
I Vol. II. B b languages* 

I (0 L. 1, dcglor. Mart, c. 39. (2) Bede Hill. b. 3. c. 29. 

I St. Clemens two fons, Vefpa- bratcd rhetorician Quintilian to 
I fian ami Donritian, whom that be their preceptor. This virtuouy 
K tmperour dcllincd to be his fuc- lady was aunt; to St. DoniitiHa, 

I uftvm, aud appointed the celc- V. M, Sec T illemont Hilt, limp. 



362 St. EPIP HAN I US, C. Ma yi2i 

languages. His frequent: cpnverfation with St. Hilarion and 
other holy anchorets, whom he often vifited to receive their in. 
ftru&ions, gave him a ftrong inclination to a monaftick life 
which he embraced very young. His firft eflay was in the de' 
ferts of Egypt. He returned into Paleftine, when he vvaj 
about twenty years of age, and built a monaftery near the 
place of his birth'. His labours in the exercife of virtue fccmeJ 
to fome to furpafs his ftrength : but his apology always was : 
t£ God gives not the kingdom of heaven but on the condition 
cc that we labour : and all we can do bears no proportion to 
<c fuch a crpwn." To his corporal aufterities he added an 
indefatigable application to prayer and liudy The reputa- 

* tion 



{a ) He w rote his. Anchor ate to 
be as it were an anchor or flay 
to t fix unfettlcd jrjinds in the 
true faith, that they might not 

be tojfed to and f o, and car- 
ried about by eve*y wind of doc- 
trine, which is always the cafe 
of herefy. In this work he ex- 
plains, and proves in lhort the 
principal articles of the catholick 
faith. But his great work ap- 
peared in 374, under the title of 
Panarium ; or, Box of Antidotes 
againft all herefies. He .gives 
the hiftory of twenty herefies 
before Chrifl, and of fourfcore 
fince the promulgation of the 
Csofpcl. If in his account of 
Arianifm he fomctimcs falls into 
hiftorical miftakes, wc mult re- 
member how diflicult it often is 
io difcover the truth, in points 
•wherein fo many factions find it 

»thcir,intcrclt to adulterate it.TIicfc 
herefies he confutes both by* the 
Scriptures and tradition. " Tra- 
*< dition, fays he, is alfo necef- 
-i fary. AH tilings cannot be 
*' learned from the fcriptures, 
** therefore the apoilles left fomc 
** tilings in writing, others by 
** tradition, which i'aul ailinns, 
** laying; sh ) ba-ve delvverul to 
44 [H;ur. 60. c. 6. p. 

^ i x j Uy the latter he juilifies 



the pracTice, and proves the obli- 
gation of praying for the dead, 
(Haer. 76. c. 7. 8. p. qii.) He 
admires how Aerius could pre- 
fume to abolilh the falls of Wed- 
nefdays and Fridays, " which 
*' are obferved by the whole 
" earth, and that by apoftolical 
c < authority. " (ib. Iirer. 76.) His 
book on IV eights and Meafnm 
explains themeafures andancient 
cuftoms of the Jews : that on Pn- 
c'tous Stones is an .enquiry con- 
cerning the Rational or Iquarc or- 
nament worn by the Jewifh high- 
prieft, and the qualities of the 
twelve precious ftones fct in it, 
In Ins letter to John of Jerufalcm 
{inter op. S. Hierott.) he relates 
how he faw at Anablatha, in the 
dioccfe of Jerufalcm, a curtain 
over the church door, on which 
was painted an image, whetker 
of Chrifl: or of fome faint he had 
forgot when he wrote this: but 
he tore the curtain or hanging, 
and. gave others in its placei 
it is certain from the famoqf 
llatuo of the woman cured l>y 
our Saviour of t ho bloody flux, 
which Hood at Paneas in that 
very count ry f mentioned hy J'U- 
fcbius aii honoured with « lira ; 
cl.es ; pnd f rom the writings of 
St, i'rudentius, St, PauKnus, U, 

Bphrtw, 
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tion of his virtue made him known to diftant countries; and 
about the year -367, he was chofen bifhop of Salami*, then 
called Conftantia, in Cyprus. But he ftill wore the monaftick 
habit, and continued to govern his monaftery in Paleftine, 
which he vifitcd from time to time* He ibmetimes relaxed his 
auOrei ities in favour of hofpitality, preferring charity to abfli- 
nence. No one .furpafted him in tendernefs and charity to the 
poor. Many pious perfons made him the difpenfer of their 
laree alms. St. Olympian, to have a fharc in his benediction, 
made him great preients in money and lands for that purpofe. 
The veneration which all men had for his fan£Hty 5 exempted 
hirjv from the perfecution of the Arian emperour Valens in 
37: • but he was almoft the only catholick bifhop in that part 
of the empire, who was entirely fpared on that occafion. Ia 
376, he undertook a journey to Antioch to endeavour the con- 
verfion of Vital is the Apollinarift bifhop 5 and in 382, he ac- 
companied St. Paulinus from that city to Rome, where they 
lodged at the houfc of St. Paula : our faint in return entertained 
her afterwards ten days in Cyprus in 385, The faint fell into 
fome miftakes on certain occafions, which proceeded from zeal 
and fimplicity, as Socrates obferves. The very mime of an 
trrour in faith, or the fhadow of danger of evil aH righted him. 
At Jerufalem in 394, he preached againft Oiigenifrn in prefence 
of the patriarch John, whom he f 11 f peeled to lean towards that 
hcrefy. AtBethlehem heperfuaded St. Jerom to feparate him- 
fclf from his communion, unlefs he publickly purged himfelf. 
He alfo ordained by compulfion Paulinian, the brother of St. 
Jerom, prieft : but, upon the complaint of John, carried him 
into Cyprus to ferve his church at Salamis. At Conftantino- 
ple he impeached the tall brothers for Origenifm, having been 
prcpoflefled againft them by the clamours of Thcophilus. He 
even blamed St. Chryfoftorn for affording them his protection : 
but a mild expofiulation of that faint opened his eyes, and he 
liaftcncd back to Salamis, but died on the voyage thither in 403, 
having been bifhop . 36 years. His clilciplus built a church m 
his honour in Cyprus, where they placed hi.;, and many other 
pious pictures (Cone. U\ 7, p. 477). Sozomcn teilihcs that 

B b 2 God 

Kplirem, &c. that the ufe of from idolatry ; or, of fcanda! 

holy images vvaw common in the to Jeivifli profelyteu : for upon 

church at that very time, as Lc this hill con liberation, it miHiu 

Were in their lives acknowledges, fometimcs fivm pnulrni to lor 

hut St. Kpiphaniny here dilco- hear a practice of dilcipline iu 

Vet cci, or at lea it apprehended certain place:), as Salntcron ob~ 

* (mc iuncrlliiiouu practice or . fcrvts in 1 Jean, e 5. dilp. 3 £+ 

danger of it amon^ converts 
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God honoured his tomb with miracles (b. 7, ch. 27.) §t 
Auftin, St. Ephrem, St. John Damafcen, Photius, and other? 
call him a catholick doctor, an admirable man, and one fill*] 
with the fpirit of God (*). m 



On the fame DAY 



St. Germakus, patriarch of Conftantinople. He was the fen 

of a famous fenator named Juftinian. From his youth he {hone 
as a bright light among the clergy, and was chofen bifhop of Cy. 
zicus, and, in 715, patriarch of Constantinople. In the moft de- 
generate times he kept virtue in countenance and vice in awe ar,rl 
ftrenuoufly defended the faith with equal ze*l t learning and pru. 
dence, fir ft againft the Monothelites, and after w Tds againft the ko- 
noclafts. When Leo the Ifaurian commanded by an edict all holy 
images to be abolifhed, in 725, the patriarch refufed to take them 
out of the churches ; and boldly maintained even before the em- 
perour himfelf the honour which the church taught to be due to 
them ; in which he was feconded by St. John Damafcen, who 
then lived in the court of the caliph of the Saracens. After much ill 
ufage, he was unjuftly compelled by the hereticks, in 730, to leave 
his church when he had governed it 1 4 years and 5 months. He 
employed the leifure which his baniftunent procured him at Pla- 
tanium, his paternal houfe, in weeping for the evils of the church, 
and in preparing hirnfelf, by the moft fervent exercifes of penance 
and devotion, for eternity, which he happily entered on the twelfth 
of May 733. The elegance and politenefs of his writings, efpe- 
cially of his apology for St. Gregory of Nyfla againft the Origc- 
nifls (a) are admired by Photius (1). See Theophanes and St. Nice- 
phorus. The faints in all ages have found trials. Heaven is not 
to be obtained but upon this condition. The expectation of its 
crlory made them embrace their crofTes with joy. With St. Chryfof- 
tom (2) they often repeated : " If I were to die a thoufand times 
" a dav, nay, for fomc time to fufFer hell itfelf, that I may behold 
«' Chrift in his glory, all would be too little." 

St. fac- 



tO Cod. 233. (0 St.Chr 

(/;) His works arc publifhed 
by the learned Pctavius, in two 
volumes I' olio : but the original 
Greek mint be confulted by thofc 
who clcfiru to avoid all miitakes, 
as the judicious prelate Albafpi- 
najus, or Aubefpine, has taken 
much pains to convince the 
world with regard to that tranf- 

(a) The loft of thiswoik is 



'. ad Theodor. lapf. 1. i.p. 17. 

1 ation . The commentary of St. 
Epiphanius on the book of can- 
ticles was lately difcovercd a- 
xnong the manufcripts of the Va- 
tican library, by Monfignoi 
Foggini, prefedl of that library, 
who has favoured us with .inac- 
curate edition of the fame »t 
Rome, in 1 750, 

extremely to be regretted. 



r 
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St. Rictrudes, Abbefs. This mother of faints was a. lady of 
the firft quality in France, born in Gafcony in 6' 4, and married to 
.Adalbald, one of the principal lords of the court of king Clothair. 
She had by him four children, who copying after her example, 
and being happily educated in her maxims of perfect piety, de- 
ft rved all to be honoured among the faints : namely St Mauront, 
abbot of Greuil, St. Clotfenda, abbefs of Marchiennes St. Eufe- 
bia, or Ifoye, abbefs of Hamay, and St. Adalfenda, a nun at 
Ham ay. So great a benediction does the fanctity of parents draw 
upon a whole family. St. Amand being banifhed into the fouthern 
parts of France, Riclrudes finding him to be truly a man of God, 
committed herfelf entirely to his direction to walk with fervour in 
the paths of evangelical perfection. The death of her huiband, 
who was aflaflinated in his return from his cftates in Flanders, not 
only fet her at liberty, but was a powerful means to wean her heart 
perfectly from the world. Thus the moll grievous temporal af- 
fliction proved her greateft fpiritual ble fling. She was yet young, 
and exceeding rich ; and king Clovis II. fought even by threats to 
oblige her to marry one of his favourite courtiers. However, fhe 
maintained her ground, and at length was permitted to receive the 
religious veil from the hands of St. Amand. She had before this 
founded an abbey of monks on a marfhy ground in her eitate of 

* Marchiennes, under the direction of St. Amand. Being now a 
widow, fhe built a feparate monaftery for nuns in the fame place, 

• which (he governed herfelf 40 years. She was clad with rough 
hair-cloth, and failed, watched and prayed, almoft without inter- 
mifiion. She fighed continually after the goods of the heavenly 
Jcrufalem ; for, as St. Bernard fays: *' Thou deli reft not fuffici- 
" ently the joys to come if thou doft not daily afk them with tears, 
" Thou k no weft them not, if thy foul doth not refuie all comfort 
" till they come." When the film, with which the love of the 

« world covers the eye of the foul, is removed by a perfect difon- 
gagement of the heart from its toys, then fhe fees and feels the 
weight of her dillance from her God. And till flic can be drowned 
in the ocean of his love, fhe finds no other comfort in her banifh- 
ment but in the contemplation of his ooodnefs, and in fi^lu ex- 
cited by his love. Rictrudes, that fhe might more freely purfue 
thefe exercifes which, were the delight of her heart, refigned her 
Uipuriority fome time before her happy death on the twelfth of 
May 088, flic being 74 ycais old. This nunnery was a bo limed, 
and its revenues given to the monks in the fame place, in 1028. 
J he body of ^t Ricli rules is honourably entombed in the chinch 
of thai great Jkncdiclinc abbey. 
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MAY 13. 

St. JOHN the Silent, B. C. 

From his excellent life written by Cyril the monk 9 his dlfclpl^ « 

little before the death of the faint. 

A. D. 559. 

JOHN had his fur name given him from his love of filencc 
and recollection. He was born at Nicopolis in Armenia, 
in the year 454. His defcent, by both parents, was from the 
moft illuftrious generals and governours of that part of the em- 
pire; but he derived from their virtue a much more illuftrious 
nobility than that of their pedigree. They were folicitous 
above all things to give their fon the mod holy education. Af- 
ter their death, he, with part of his eftate, built at Nicopolis 
a church in honour of the blefTed Virgin, as alfo a monaficry, 
in which, with ten fervent companions, he fhut himfcjf up 
when only eighteen years of age, with a view of making the 
falvation, and moft perfect fahctification of his foul his only 
and earneft purfuit ; directing to this end all his thoughts and 
endeavours. As humility is the foundation and guardian of 
all virtue, this he laboured in the flrft place to obtain. Accor- 
dingly, he made it his earneft petition to God ; and, by ar- 
duous meditation on his own nothingncfs, his abfolutc infuffici- 
cncy, numbcrlcfs miferies and bafencfs, and on the infinite 
majefty and adorable perfections of God, he ftudied to know 
God and himfelf. He learned finccrely to look upon all man- 
ner of humiliations as his due, and to receive them with joy 
from whatever quarter they were fent ; and chearfully to cxer- 
cife himlclf in thofu which appeared moft repugnant to Ma 
and blood, and moft proper to beat down all fecrct fcntinients 
.pf pride. To kill the feeds of all other vices, he practiced the 
i noli con Ihuu and fevere denial of his own will, and he aductf 
corporal aufleiities to fubdue his flefh, and to fit his foul &> r 
the fpirilual functions of contemplation and prayer. Not only 
to fhun the danger of fin by the tongue, but alfo out el a 
fenfe of finccre humility and contempt of himfclf, and the low 
of interiour recollection and prayer, he very feldom fpokc ; am' 11 

iiueeility obliged him to opcu his moutb 9 it was always to ^ 
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few words, and with great difcretion. He banifhed floth out 
of his l^tle community as a fruitful fource of vice, and the 
poifon of all virtue. Some humbling, painful and ufeful la- 
bour filled up, in his houfe, all the intervals of time which 
publick prayer, and other neceiTary duties left vacant. His 
mildnefs, prudence and piety won him the e'fteem and affecti- 
on of all his brethren, who ftrove in every virtue' to be the 
copies of their holy abbot. But, to his extreme afHi£tion, 
when he was only 2.8 years old, the archbifhop of Sebafte ob- 
liged him to quit his retreat, and ordained him bifhop of Co- 
lon ia in Armenia, m 582. 

In this dignity John preferved always the fame fpirit, and, 
as much as was compatible with the duties of his charge, con- 
tinued his monafticlc aufterities and exercifes. His brother and 
nephew, who enjoyed honourable places in the emperour's pa- 
lace, were moved by his example to contemn the world in the 
very midft of its honours; and the fame grace which fan£U- 
fies anchorets in their deferts, made them faints in the court. 
But he found not the fame comfort in a brother-in-law who 
was governour of Armenia, againft whofe oppreffions of his 
church the faint was obliged to have recourfe to. the emperodr 
Zeno, and readily obtained his protection. After St. John had 
fulfilled all the duties of an holy bifhop nine years, he found 
means to abdicate the epifcopal 'charge, and embarked on a 
veffel bound for Paleftine. He went 'firft to Jerufalem, and 
having there performed his devotions, retired to the neighbour- 
in? Laura of St. Sabas which at that tirrie contained one hun- 
died and fifty fervent monks, all animated with the fpirit of 
their holy founder and fuperiour. St. John was then thirty-eight 
ear 1 .; old. St. Sabas fir ft placed him under the ftcward of trie 
xmra, to fetch water, carry ftoncs, and fcrvc the workmen in 
building a new hofpital. John went and came like a bcaft of 
burden, continuing always recollected in God, always chearful 
and filent. After this trial the experienced fuperiour appointed 
him to receive and entertain Grangers. The blefled man ferved 
every one, as if he had ferved Chrifl himfelf whom he conft- 
clered in his members ; and all perfons were exceedingly edi- 
ted with his humility and devotion. St. Sabas obferved every 
irep, and admired to fee the behaviour of this young monk in 
an employment which is' often dangerous to the monaHick fpi- 
rit, even in thole that are mod advanced. For the diilipation 
ot inch an attendance (cemcd no way to interrupt his attention 
to ( } od , or abate his fpirit of recollection. Sr. Sabas by 
tins time clearly perceived that his novice was already a 
niaflerly proficient in the monafticlc prolelliou, and eint- 

uemly endowed 'with the ipirit of his vocation. Therefore, to 

ii b 4 afford 
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afford him opportunities of the greateft fpiritual progrefs by un- 
interrupted contemplation, he allowed him a fe par ate hermi- 
tage ; which was his method only with regard to the more per- 
fect. During iive days in the week, which he patted without 
taking any nourishment, John never left his cell: but on Sa- 
turdays and Sundays he attended the publick worfhip of Gd 
in the church. After pafling threey ears in this eremetir.il \[{^ 
he was made fteward of the Laura. His virtue drew a hi 0i: L - 
on the community j neither was this employment any i""jT xc* 
tion to his mind. Such indeed was his love of God, t 1 ' ,t his 
foul flood in need of no effort to think continually on m. 
Such a habit is not to be attempted at once. Too ftraineu jh 
attention might hurt the head, as experience has f- uictimcs 
fhewn. This practice and a conftant attention to the divine 
prefence is to be acquired atfirft by frequent ejaculation:, to God 
during exteriour aclions, repeated at intervals - 9 either vv, < as 
naturally occur to the devout mind, or felect ones of di-'ine 
praife, compunction, love, &c. fuch as are contained in rL pe- 
titions of the Lord's Prayer, the Pfalms, or other part ; ot the 
infpired writings. By this method fuch a practice in Joan grew 
habitual, and by daily ufe became more perfect and familiar. 

Our faint had difcharged this laft office four years, wlien St. 
Sabas judging him worthy to be promoted to the priefihood, 
prefented him to the patriarch Elias. When they came to the 
church of mount Calvary, where the ordination was to be per- 
formed, St. John faid to the patriarch : * c Holy father, 1 i^ave 
fomething to impart to you in private : after which if you 
judge me worthy, I will receive holy Orders." The patri- 
arch took him a fide, and John having obtained from him a 
promife of fccrccy, laid : ec Father, I have brcn ordained 
" bifhop ; but on account of the multitude of my fins have 
<c fled, and am come into this defert to wait the villi of the 
cc Lord." The patriarch was ftartlcd, and calling in St. Sabas 
faid to him : " I defire to be excufed from ordaining this man 
<c on account of fomc particulars he has dilcovcrcd o me. '* St. 
Sabas went back much aflliclcd, fearing left J"hn had h ui l«>r- 
rncrly guilty of fomc grievous crime. Um.cr this uncertainty 
God revealed to him, at his rcqucft, the ftatc of inu a'lair. 
Whereupon, calling for John, he complained to h ; m ol Jus 
unkindne/s in concealing the matter from him* J'inding him- 
felf difcovcred, John was for quitting the Laura, nor coukl ol. 
iSabas prevail on him to ftay, but on a promife never to divulge 
the fecrct. John lived after this four yearn in his cell, without 
(peaking to any one except to the pcr/bn who brought him m- 
ceflaries. In the year 503, the factious fpij it of certain turlni- 

Jem dilciples obliged St, Sabas to quit his Laura, St. John, thi't 

tJ x he 
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he might have no part in fijch an unhappy difturbance, with- 
drew into a neighbouring wildernefs, where he fpent fix yeats 
in idence, converfing only with God, and fubfifting on the 
wild roots and herbs which the defert afforded. When St. 
Sabas was called home again, he went to feck St. John in his 
defert, and brought him back in 510. But a Jong and happy 
experience had taught him that a foul, which has been accuf- 
tcjird 10 converfe only with God, finds nothing but emptinefe 
and hittcrnefs in any thing befides. His love of obfeurity and 
hi;: dity made him defire more and more to live unknown to 
mi i : ''nu fuch was theluftreof his fandtity as rendered it im- 
pufr.j '.or him to fucceed herein to the full extent of his de- 
fire. He went back with his old mafter, and confined himfelf 
for furrv years to his cell after his return to the Laura: but did 
not rcfufc inftrucftions to thofe that reforted to him. Among 
whom was the judicious and learned monk Cyril, who wrote 
hi? \\h- when the faint had lived forty years in his hermitage 
aT r his return, and was one hundred and four years old. He 
a- .hat age retained the vigour of his mind, and that fweet- 
nefc which rendered him always amiable and venerable. This 
Cyril of Scythopolisj who is one of the ableft writers of anti- 
quity, relates that in his youth, when he was about fixteen 
years of age, he add relied himfelf to St. John who was then 
ninety years old, and begged his advice concerning the choice 
ot a Hate of life. The holy old manadvifed him to dedicate 
himfelf to God in the monaftery of St. Euthymius. Cyril, 
however, preferred one of the little monafteries on the banks 
of the Jordan. But he was no fooner arrived at the place, 
than he fell fick of a fever. His di (temper every day aug- 
mented, and be began grievoufly to afflift and condemn him- 
elf lor having negleclcd the advice of the fervant of God. 
but in the night St. John appearing to him in his ileep, after a 
gentle reprimand for not having followed his counfel, told him 
that it he repaired to the monaftery of St. Euthymius, he 
J lould be reflorcd to his health, and mould find his falvation. 
i he next morning he arofe, and notwithstanding the intrcaties 
oMhe brethren, broke from them, and having taken no other 
l^'nnient but that of the bletfed Eucharift which he had re- 

walked to the aforcfaid mo- 
found himfelf perfectly rcco* 
that whilft he was convert 



cc, .Y cd that morning, he fet out, 1 
™tery of St. Euthymius, and fc 
vered. The fame author tells us, 

"ig onc day with St. John on matters of piety, lie fa v7a man 

ill! 1 «| COrgC brin B ,,is {on > who was a child, poffeffed by 
£ "evil, and lay him on the ground before the faint with- 

diiiru r 1 e a Word - St J° hn undcrftood the miferable con- 

mn 01 tllc cbUd, and made the fign of the crofa on his fore- 
head 
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head with bleffed oil, and the fame in flan t the' child was dc- > 
livered from the evil fpirit A nobleman of Conitaminople, 
who was infected with Eutychianifrri, was introduced by 
Theodorus to the faint. The holy man gave his Welling to 
"Thcodorus., but refufed it to the nobleman, with a mild re- 
proach for his fchifm and hcrefy - 7 who feeing that he com! 
only have been appri fed of thefe circumflances by revelation, 
became upon the fpot a moft devout catholick. St. John by 
his example and counfels conducted many fervent fouls t, 
God, and continued in his hermitage to emulate, as much 
as this mortal ftate will allow, the glorious employment of the 
heavenly fpirits in an uninterrupted exercife of love and praife, 
till he paffed to their blelled company, foon after the year 558 ; 
having lived feventy-fix years in the defert, which had only 
been interrupted by the nine years of his epifcopal dignity. 
His aftoniihing aufterity, love of Silence, and fublime contem- 
plation condemn the unmortified fpirit and diflipation of the 
World. I'nteridur recollection is, as it were, the lbul of chriftian 
virtue. Without it the moft active zeal and devotion v. ill on- 

* # * - — k * * t " I m 

ly be fuperficial. A diflipated heart 'can never be, truly devout. 
One that is united with God, and relifhes the fweetnefs of his 
divine converfe, finds the tumult of creatures and the noifc of 
the world an infupportable burden, and he truly underllands 
from experience what pure joy holy folitude is able to afford, 

On the fame DAY 

^ •» 

St. Servatius, Biftiop of Tongres. He gave St. Athanafiiis 
during his banifhment a friendly and honourable reception, ttrenu- 
oufly defended his caufc, and the catholick faith, efpeciiilly in the 
council of Sardica ; refilled the Arians at Rimini, and laboured 
.much in preventing the ill confequences with which the church was 
threatened by, the rnHconducl of the hi/hops in. that council, Lhiou«h 
the fraud of the Ariaps. St. Gregory of Tours rcLrcs that he lore- 
'told that the 'Huns' would invade Gaul, and implored the divine 
'rriercy to avert that fed urge by watching, fafting, prayers and many 
tears, and by a mlorirnap-c to Rome to the tomb of St. Peter. Iw» 

le. i'tt 
1 to pi- 



penitential journey he undertook in the year 382, that he mi|j 
obtain the patronage of the apoftles in behalf of his jveop 1 " 
he was informed by a revelation that God had determined 
nifh the fins of that nation, which calamity, like JCy^chias, hew?* 
aflured .his eyes'/mould never behold. Thereupon weeping.^ 
.halle.net! back tf> Tongres, and tranilatcd his epifcopal fee from 
.pify to Maeltrjcht, where he ,/hortly after fickened, and died on U> 
d|irjeeiu)x of May ,384, having been bifhop .forty .fix yearn. ! c 
lajne faint jellifies that miracles drew many to his tomb, and 
a. church Was creeled over it. His body remains entombed in ^ 

wobje .^llcgititti^^rc)^ ' MW$mht t WW City of V 0 ^^ 
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jhortly after plundered, and left in ruins by Attila, fince which 
time it retains nothing of its ancient fplendour. See the works of 
• St. Athanafius, S t. Gregory of Tours, Hilt. Francor. &c. in Hen- 

; 'fthenius. 
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St. BONIFACE, M. 

'from his ancient authentick Afts In Hmfcheniits^ p. 283. Flenry^ 

About the Year 307. 

THERE In ed at Rome, about the beginning of the fourth 
century, a certain lady called Aglae, young, beautiful, 
i and well born, and fo rich and fond of making a figure in the 
^ world, that fhe had entertained the city three feveral times 
s " with publick mows at her own charge. Her chief fteward was 
i;onc Boniface, with whom fhe entertained a criminal com- 
merce. This man, tho' addicted to wine and all kinds of 

• debauchery, was however remarkable for three good qualities, 
•-hofpitality, liberality and companion. Whenfoever he faw a 

• Granger, or traveller, he would aflift him very cordially ; and 
I he uieel to go about the ftreets, and into the publick places in 
! the night time, and relieved the poor according to .their ne- 
:ceffities. After feveral years commerce in the vitious way al- 
ready mentioned, Aglae, touched with a motion of divine 

! grace, and feeling fome compunction within herfelf, called Bo- 
niface to hcr> and thus opened her mind to him : <c You arc 
(t fcnfible how deep wc are plunged in vice, without rcfledt- 
<c ing that wc mud: appear before Ood to give an account of 
" all our actions. I have heard fay, that they who honour 
" thofc that fuller for the fake of Jeius Chrifl, fhall have a 
" fliarc in their glory. In the Eaft the -fervants of Jefus.Chrift 
" every day fuffcr torments, and lay down their Jives for -his 
1 lake. Go thither then, and bring me the relieks of forne 
1 of thofc conquerours,. that we may honour their memories, 
and be faved by their alliihincc." Boniface came into tlje 
propofa^ and having raifed a confiderablc fum of money, to 
purchaic the bodies of the martyrs of their executioners, ■ and 

10 Mkibuus among the poor., laid to Agtac on Jus departure : 
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* c I wont fail to bring back with me the relicks of martyrs if 
« c I find any ; but what if my own body mould be brought to 
<c you for that of a martyr ?" She reproved him for lifting fo 
a matter fo ferious. The fteward fet out, but was now en- 
tirely a new man. Penetrated with fentiments of compulsion 
in all that Jong journey from Rome into the Eaft he neither eat 
meat, nor drank wine ; and his fafts he accompanied with 
prayers, tears, and penitential works. The church at that 
time enjoyed peace in the Weft, but in the Eaft the perfecu- 
tion, which had been begun by Dioclefian, was carried on with 
great cruelty by Galerius Maximianus and Maximinus Daia. 
It ragec? moft fiercely in Cilicia, under an inhuman governour 
named Simplicius. Boniface therefore directed his journey 
to Tarfus, the capital of that country. He no fooncr ar- 
rived at the city, but alighting he fent away all his fervasits 
with the horfes to an inn, and went himfelf ftrait to the court 
of the governour, whom he found feated on his tribunal, and 
many holy martyrs fufFering under their tortures : one hanged 
up by the feet, with his head over a fire : another ftretched 
almoft to the tearing of his limbs on four planks or flakes; 
a third fawn afunder : a fourth had his hands cut off ; a fifth 
was fixed to the ground by a flake run through his neck: i 
fixth having his hands and feet tied behind him, the executioners 
"were beating him with clubs. There were no Ms than twenty 
tortured after this cruel manner, the fight whereof fhocked 
the bcholdersjwhile their courage and refolution filled them with 
amazement. Boniface went boldly up to thefe champions of 
Chrift, and having faluted them, cried out : " Great is the 
* c God of the Chrift ians, great is the God of the holy mar- 
tc tyrs. I befcech you, the fervants of Jefus Chrift, to pray for 
* e me, that I may join with you in fighting againft the devil." 
The governour thought himfelf infulted by fo bold an aftion 
in his prefence, and afked him in great wrath, who he wa?. 
The martyr anfwered, that he was a Chriftian, and iJjat having 
Jefus Chrift for his mafter, he feared nothing the governor 
could inflicl: to make him renounce that facrcd name. Siu»ph' 
cius in a rage ordered fome reeds to be fharpened and rhiuft 
iinder his nails: and this being done, lie commanded h"h% 
lead to be poured into his mouth. Boniface, after having cal- 
led upon Jefus Chrift for his aftiftance, begged the piayeii 01 
the other expiring martyrs, who all joined in putting up their 
petitions to God for him. The people difgufted with h nmch 
cruelty began to raife a tumult, and cried out : u ( -> IL '- U l J 
" the God of the Chriftians." Simplicius was alarmed, am! 



withdrew. But the next day, being feated on his tribunal, jc 

uiariyf 
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ordered Boniface to be brought before him a fecojiu W Kt 
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martyr appeared conftant and undaunted. The judge com- 
manded him to be caft into a caldron of boiling pitch : but 
he came out without receiving any hurt. Laftly, he was con- 
demned to Iofe his head * and after a Ihort prayer for the par- 
don of his fins, and the converfion of bis perfecutors, he 
\hearfully prefented his neck to the executioner. His com- 
panions in the mean time not rinding him return to the inn, 
Searched for him in thofe parts of the city where they thought 
him moil likely to be found. Being at laft informed by the 
jailor's brother, that a ftranger had been beheaded the day be- 
fore for bis faith in Chriir, and being {hewn the dead body and 
the head, they aflu red him that it was the very perfon they 
1 were in fearch of, and befeeched him to beftow the martyr's 
relicks upon them ; this he refufed to do without a reward : 
•Jo they paid down 500 pieces of gold ; and having embalmed 
.it, carried it home with them, praiiing God for the happy end 
; cf the blelTed martyr. Aglae, upon information of the affair, 
*gave God thanks for his vidtory, and taking fome priefts with 
i her, met the corpfe with tapers and perfumes half a mile out 
lof Rome, on the Latin road (<?) ; and in that very place 
iraifed a monument, in which {he laid them, and fome years 

She from that time led a penitential re- 
fifteen years after, was buried near his 
found in Rome in 1603, together with 
I thofe of St. Alexius, in the church in Rome formerly called 
of St. Boniface, but now of St. Alexius. The bodies of both 
St. Boniface and St. Alexius lie under the (lately high altar, 
in two rich marble tombs. The martyrdom of St. Boniface 
happened about the year 307. Whilft we praife the divine 
mercy, who of finners maketh faints, we ought earncftly to 
pray, that he change our hearts from veflels of corruption, into 
vcflcls of grace and his divine charity. 



I after built a chapel, 
tired life, and dying 
'relicks. They were 



(a) We cannot be furprifed at 
this circumftance in the afts, on 
reflcfting that the church at 
Rome then enjoyed peace. Con- 
fiwns/lglaes confefltm accepit fe- 
tum thrUos et <viros religiofis ; et 
fit cum hymnis et cantichifpiritua- 
whs et omm wntrationc ob<via<vit 



fan&o cor port ( 1 ) . The like is rela- 
ted of the martyr St. Cyprian.even 
in the heat of the persecution, 
that his difciples carried of}' his 
body with wax -lights and tor- 
ches. Inde per no ft em fob latum 
cum cereiset fcholacibus* ib. 2i#. 



(1 ) Ruin, p. 290, fol. 
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St. PACHOMIUS, Abbot. 

From his authentic* life compiled by a monk of 5 ahenna fion afar 
bis death. See Tillemont T. 7. Ceiller T. 4. HeOyotT. i,faf. 
iveide y L 1. p. 114. 

A. D. 348. 

THOUGH St. Antony be jufHyefteem.ee the inftitutorof 
the cenobitick life, or that of religious perfons living in 
community under a certain rule, St. Pachomius was the fifft 
who drew up a monaftick rule in writing. He was born in 
Upper Thebais about the year 292, of idolatious parents, and 
was educated in their blind fuperftition, and in the ftudy of the 
Egyptian fciences. From his infancy he was meek and model}, 
and had an averfion to the profane ceremonies ufed by the in* 
iidels in the worfhip of their idols. Being about 20 years of 
age, he was pre/led into the emperour's troops, probably the 
tyrant Maximinus (a), who was matter of Egvpt from the year 
310, and in 312 made great levies to carry on a war againft 
Licinius and Conftanttne. He was, with feveral other recruits, 
put on board a veffel that was falling down the river. They 
arrived in the evening at Thebes or Diofpolis, the capi- 
tal of Thebais, a city in which dwelt many Chriffians. 
Thofe true difci pies of Chrift fought every opportunity of re- 
lieving and comforting all that were in diftrefs, and were mo- 
ved with compaflion towards the recruits, who were kept clofc 
confined, and very ill treated. The Chriftians of this city 
Ihewed them the fame tendernefs as if they had been their 
own children ; took all poffible care of them, and fupplM 
them liberally with money and neceflaries. Such an uncom- 
mon example of difintercftcd virtue made a great imprcflion on 
the mind of Pachomius. He enquired who their pious bene- 
factors were, and when he heard that they believed in Jcfus 
Chrift the only Son of God, and that in the hope of a reward 
in tine world to come they laboured continually to do guo" to 
all mankind, he found" kindled in his heart a great love 
offo holy a law, and an ardent -dclirc of ftrving the uw 
whom thefe good men adored. The next day when lw w» 
continuing his journey down the river, the remembrance^ 

(n) TJiofe who place the con- Aantinc. Rut for our aceo^ 
..veifion of St. J'aehomiiKs Liter, ice Tilkmoiit, «OtvJ 2. l 'l * 

ijn'nk this cmyciour was Con* 



I." life to ferve you, and to do your will." 1 
lice of his heart to God was the beginning of 
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this Durpofe ftrengthened him to refift a carnal temptation. 
From his mhncy he had been always a lover of chaftity and 
temperance ; but the example of the Chriftians bad made thole 

• virtues" appear to him far more amiable, and in a new light, 
After the overthrow of Maximinus, his forces were difbanded,. 
pachomius was no fooner returned home, bur he repaired to a 
town in Thebais, in which there was a Chriftian church, and 
there he entered his name among the catechumens, or fuch as) 
were preparing for baptifm ; and having gone through the ufual 
courfe of preliminary inftruclions and pradt'ccs with great at- 
tention and fervour, he received that facrament atChsnobof-' 
\ cium, with great fentiments of piety and devotion. i'rom his 

• firft acquaintance with our holy faith at Thebes, he had al- 
ways made this his prayer : " O God., creator of heaven and 
" earth, caft on me an eye of pity : dclivc me from my mi- 
«< fcries : teach me the true way of pleafing you, and it {hall 

« be the whole employment, and mo ft earn eft ftudv of my 
1 .., . ...j ^ a ,:u » The per fea facri- 

f his eminent vir- 

Stuc. The grace by which God reigns in a foul, is a treafure' 
^infinitely above all price. We muft give all to purchafe it ( t). 
|.To defire it faintly is to undervalue it. He is abfolutely dif- 
Kqualified, and unfit for fo great a blefling, and unworthy ever 
|to receive it, who feeks it by halves, or who does not eftcenr 
lz\\ other things as dung that he may gain Chrift. 

When Pachomius was baptized, he began ferioufly to con- 
iflkr with himfelf how he fhould mo ft faithfully fulfil the ob- 
ligations which he had contracted, and attain to the great end 
to which he afpired. There is danger even in fervour i tf el f. 
It is often an artifice of the devil to make a novice undertake 
jtoo much at firft, and run ihdifcreetly beyond his ftrength. If 
'fthc fails gather too much wind, the veflel is driven a-head, 
Jails on ibme rock and fplits. Eagernefs is a fymptom of lb- 
[•crct pa/Eon, not of true virtue, where it is wilful a and impatient 
: at advice, Pachomius was far from fo dangerous a difpofit ion, 
jbecaufe his defire was pure, therefore his firft care was to find 
jafkilful conductor, Ilearme; that a venerable old man named 
alemoji ferved God in the defert in great perfection, lie fought 
'Win out, and with great earncftrieis begged to live under his 
oircflion. ^ The hermit, having fet before him the difficulties 
and au fieri ties of his way of life, which fevcral had already at- 
|cinptcd in vain to follow, advifed him to make a trial of 
^length and fervour in fome monaftery j and, to give bini 
Mkelch of the diJlicuUies lie had to encounter in the life he 
^i'litd to, |jc added : " Uorifider, my fon, that my diet li 

u , only 

(0 Mfiitih/m. *+r % 
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*' only bread and fait : I drink no wine, ufe no oil, ^ 
one half of the night, fpending that time in finginp; pf a ] ms 
4< or in meditating on the holy fcriptures, and fometimcs pals tk 
€C whole night without fleeping." Pachomius was amazed at this 
account, but not difcouraged. He thought himfelf able tour- 
dertake every thing that might be a means to render his foul 
pleafing to God, and readily promifed to obferve whatever Pale- 
mon fhould think fit to enjoin him ; who thereupon admitted 
him into his cell, and gave him the monaftick habit. P a . 
chomiuswas by his example enabled to bear folitude, and an 
acquaintance with himfelf. They fometimes repeated toge- 
ther the pfalter, at other times they exercifed themfelves^n 
manual labours (which they accompanied with interiour pray- 
er) with a view to their own fubfiltence and the relief of the 
poor. Pachomius prayed above all things for perfect purity of 
heart, that being difengaged from all fecret attachment to crea- 
tures, he might love God with all his affections. And to de- 
flroy the very roots of all inordinate paflions, it was his M 
ftudy to obtain the moft profound humility, and perfect pa- 
tience and meeknefs. He prayed often with his arms ftretch'd 
out in the form of a crofs ; which pofture was then much ufed 
in the church. He was in the beginning often drowfy at the 
night office. Palemon ufed to rouze him, and fay: " La- 
<c bour and watch, my dear Pachomius, left the enemy over- 
* c throw you, and ruin all your endeavours." Againft this 
weaknefs and temptation he enjoined him, on fuch occafions, 
to carry fand from one place to another, till his drowfincfs 
was overcome. By this means the novice ftrengihcned him* 
felf in the habit of watching. Whatever inftrudtions he read 
or heard, he immediately endeavoured fervently to rciiucc to 
practice. One Eafter-day Palemon bad the difciple prepare 
a dinner for that great feftival. Pachomius took a little oil, 
and mixed it with the fait which he pounded fmall, and added 
a few wild herbs, which they were to eat with their bread, 
The holy old man having made his prayer, came to table ; 
but at the light of the oil he ftruck himfelf on the forehead, 
and faid with tears : tC My Saviour was crucified, and flwll 1 
" indulge myfelf fo far as to cat oil ?" Nor could he be pre- 
vailed upon to taftc it* Pachomius ufed fometimcs to go into 
a vaft uninhabited defert, on the banks of the Nile, called IV 
benna, in the diocefe of Tcntyra. Whilli he was there one day 
in prayer, be heard a voice which commanded him to mm 
a monaftcry in that place, in which he fhould receive tholq 
who fhould be fent by God to ferve him faithfully. Ifc tf* 

ceived about the fmip time from an an^el, who appcarc« 
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him, certain inductions relating' to a rnonaftick life (a). Pacho- 
mius going back to Palernon, imparted to him this vilion : and 
both of them coming toTabcnna built there a little cell towards 
the year 325, about 20 years after St. Antony had founded his 
firft monaitery. After a fhort time Palernon returned to his for- 
mer dwelling, having promifed his difciple an yearly vifit, but he 
died foon after, and is honoured in the Roman martyrology 
on die nth of January. 

Pachomius received fir ft his own eld eft brother John, and 
after his death many others, fo that he enlaiged his houfe ; 
and the number of his monks in a lhort time amounted to an 
hundred. Their clothing was of rough linnen ; that of St. 
Pachomius himfelf often hair-cloth. He palled fifteen years 
without ever lying down, taking his fhott reft fitting on a 
ftone. He even grudged himfelf the leaft time which he al- 
lowed to neceflary fleep, becaufe he wifhed he could have been 
able to employ all his moments in the actual exercifes of di- 
vine love. From the time of his converfion he never eat a 
full meal. By his rule, the falls and talks of work were pro- 
portioned to every one's ftrength ; though all ate together in 
one common refectory, in filence, with their cowl or hood 
drawn over their heads that they might not fee one another 
at their meals. Their habit was a tunick of white linen with- 
out fleeves, with a cowl of the fame fluff ; they wore 
on their moulders, a white goat's fkin called a Melotes. 
They received the holy communion on the firft and laft 
days of every week. Novices were tried with great feve- 
rity before they were admitted to the habit, the taking of 
which was then deemed the rnonaftick profeffion, and attend- 
ed with the vows. St. Pachomius preferred none of his monks 
to holy orders, and his monafteries were often ferved by pricfts 
from abroad : though he admitted pricfts when any pre (cn ted 
thcmfelvcs to the habit, and he employed them in the func- 
tions of their miniftry. All his monks were occupied in va- 
rious kinds of manual labour : no moment was allowed for 
idlcncfs, The faint, with the grcatdt care comforted and 
fcrved the lick himfelf. Silence was fo Uriel ly obferved 
at Fabenna, that a monk who wanted any thing neceflary, 
Was only to aflc for it by figns. In going from one place to an- 
other, the monks were ordered always to meditate on iomo 
paflage ol the holy fciipuuc, and ling plain js at their 
Vol. II. C c work. 



(«) Some late editions fay the 
angel gave St. Pachomius the 
whole rule in writing, which he 

rrcieribed to his mo-nka, but Una 



is an interpolation not found in 

the genuine h!c publifhed by 

the Holland ilhi j Maii T. 5. 10, 
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work. The facrifice of the mafs was offered for every monk 
that died, as we read in the life of St. Pachomius (2). ^ 
rule was tranflated into Latin by St. Jerom, and is ftill extant 
He received the fickly and weak, rejecting none for the want 
of corporal ftrength, being defirous to conduct, to heaven ill 
fouls which had fervour to walk in the paths of perfection, 
He built fix other monafteries, and from the year 3^ 
chofe often to refide in that of Proou near Thebes. By the 
advice of Serapion bifhop of Tentyra, he built a church in a 
village for the benefit of the poor fhepherds, in which for fome 
time he performed the office of LecSror, reading to the peonle 
the word of God with admirable fervour : in which fundTionhc 
appeared rather like an angel than a man. He converted many 
infidels, and zealoufly oppofed the Arians, but could never 
be induced by his bifhop to receive the holy order of pried- 
hood. In 333? he was favoured with a vifit of St* Athana- 
fius at Tabenna. His lifter at a certain time came to his mo- 
nailery defiring to fee him : but he fent her word at the gate, 
that no woman could be allowed to enter his enclofure, and 
that fhe ought to be fatisfied with hearing that he was alive. 
However, it being her deftre to embrace a religious Hate, he 
built her a nunnery on the other fide of the Nile, which was 
foon filled with holy virgins. St. Pachomius going one 
day to Pane, one of his monafteries, met the funeral procef- 
fion of a tepid monk deceafed. Knowing' the wretched ftate 
in which he died, and to ftrike a terrour into the flothful, he 
forbid his monks to proceed in finging pfalms, and ordered 
the clothes which covered the corpfe to be burnt, faying: 
* c Honours could only increafe his torments ; but the igno« 
* c miny with which his body was treated, might move God 
<c to fhew more mercy to his foul : for God forgives fome 
« € fins not only in this world, but alfo in the next.'' When 
the procurator of the houfe had fold the matts at market, at a 
higher price than the faint had bid him, he ordered him to 
carry back the money to the buyers, and chaftifed him for his 
avarice. 

Among many miracles wrought by him, the author of his 
life aflurcs us, that though he had never learned the Greek 
or Latin tongues, he fbmctimcs miraculoufly fpokc then) : he 
cured the fick, and perfons poflcfleci by devils, with blcft 
oil. But he often told fick or diftrcflcd perfons, that their 
iickncfc or afllitUion was an cfFo£l of the divine goodnefi w 
their behalf : and he only prayed for their temporal comfort, 
with this datife ur condition, if it would not prove hurtful to 

their 
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their fouls. His dcareft difciple St. Theodorus, who after his 
death fuccecdcd hirn in the government of his monafteries, 
was afflicted with a perpetual headach. St. Pachomius, when 
defircd by fome of the brethren to pray for his health, an- 
fwcrcd : " Though abftinence and prayer be of great merit, 
« yet ficknefs fuffered with patience is of much greater." He 
chiefly begged of God the fpiritual health of the fouls of his 
difciples and others, 'and took every opportunity to curb and 
heal their paflions, efpecially that of pride. One day a cer- 
tain monk having doubled his diligence at work, and made 
two matts inftead of one, fet them where St. Pachomius might 
fee them. The faint perceiving the fnare, faid, < c This bro- 
" ther hath taken a great deal of pains from morning till 
cs night, to give his work to the devil." And to cure his va- 
nity by humiliations, he enjoined him by way of penance 
to keep his cell five months, with no other allowance than a 
little bread, fait, and water. A young man, named Sylva- 
ntis, who had been an a&or on the ftage, entered the mona- 
leery of St. Pachomius with the view of doing penance : but 
led for fome time an undifciplined life, often tranfgrefling the 
rules of the houfe, and ftill fond of entertaining himfelf and 
others with buffooneries. The man of God endeavoured to 
make him fenfible of his danger by charitable remonftrances, 
and alfo employed his more potent arms of prayer, fighs and 
tears for his poor foul. Though for fome time he found his 
endeavours fruitlefs, he did not defift on that account; and 
having one day reprefented to this impenitent finner, in a very 
pathetick manner, the dreadful judgments which threaten thofe 
that mock God, the divine grace touching the heart of Sylva- 
nus, he from that moment began to lead a life of great edifi- 
cation to the reft of the brethren ; and being moved with the 
n:ofl feeling fentimcnts of compunction, he never failed, 
wherefoever he was, and howfoevcr employed, to be waif 
with bitternefs his paft mifdemeanors. When others in treated 
him to moderate the floods of his tears : cc Ah," faid he, 
" how can 1 help weeping, when I confider the wretchedness 
" of my paft life, and that by my floth 1 have profaned what 
" was moft facrcd ? 1 have rcafon to fear left the earth fhould 
<c open under my feet, and fwallow me up, as it did Dathan 
" and Abiron. Oh ! fuft'er mc to labour with ever-flowing 
* c fountains of tears, to expiate my innumerable fins. I ought 
u if 1 could, even to pour forth this wretched foul of mine in 
ct mourning ; it would he all too little for my offences." In 
thclc fentimcnts of contrition he made fo great: pro-uefs in virtue, 
that the holy abbot propoicd him as a model ol humility to 
the rclt s and when after eight years fpent in this penitential 

C c z tfuuiiff 
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courfe God had called him to himfelf by a holy death, St. p a . 
chomius was affured by a revelation, that his foul was p re . 
fented by angels a moft agreeable facrifice to Chrift. The faint 
was favoured with a fpirit of prophecy, and with great grief 
foretold the decay of monaftick fervour in his Order in fu c . 
ceeeding ages. In 348, he was cited before a council of bi. 
fhops at Latopolis to anfwer certain matters laid to his charge, 
He juftified himfelf againft the calumniators, but in fuch & a 
manner that the whole council admired his extraordinary hu. 
mility. The fame year God afflicted his monafteries with a 
peftilence which fwept off an hundred monks. The faint him- 
felf fell fick, and during forty days fufFered a painful diftem. 
per with incredible patience and chearfulnefs, difcovering a 
great interiour joy at the approach of the end of his earthly 
pilgrimage. In his laft moments he exhorted his monks to 
fervour, and having armed himfelf with the fign of the crofs, 
refined his happy foul into the hands of his Creator in the 
57th year of his age. He lived to fee in his difFerent mona- 
iteries 7000 monks. His Order fubfifted in the Eaft till the 
eleventh century : for Anfelm bifhop of Havelburg writes, that 
he faw 500 monks of this inftitute in a monaftery at Conftan- 
tinople. St. Pachomius formed his difciples to fo eminent a 
degree of perfection chiefly by his own fervent fpirit and ex- 
ample ; for he always appeared the firft, the moft exa# 3 and 
the moft fervent in all the exercifes of the community. No- 
thing fo much weakens the fervour of inferiours as the ex- 
ample of a fuperiour who eafily allows himfelf exemptions 
or difpenfations in the rule. The relaxation of monaftick dif- 
cipline is often owing to no other caufe. How enormous is 
the crime of fuch a fcandal ! 

On the fame DAY 

St Pontius, an illuftrious primitive martyr. He fufFered in the 
pevfecution of Valerian, about the year 258, at Cimcle, a city n 
the Alps which was afterwards dcitroyed by the Lombards : when 
from its ruins arofe in the neighbourhood the town of Nice m 
Savoy Of the old city only the famous abbey of St. Pons atU 
melc or Cimies, fubfifts ; and the relicks of the holy martyr n-crt 
tranflatcd to the monaftery of Tomiers in Langucdoc, where pope 
lolin XXII. L-rcOud an epifcopal fee. called Sc. Pons dc Toniicns. 
The abbey oJ Tomicres was feculari'/.ed in 1629. St. Valerian, 
bifhop oi Cimrlc in the fifth century, in the three panegyric* 

which he has left us of this martyr, afliircs us tkat many miracles 
were wrought at his rclitka. 
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SS. PETER, ANDREW, and 

Companions. 

■ 

From their authentick a&s in Ruinart. 

A. D. 250. 

N the neighbourhood of Lampfacus, a city of Lefler Afia, 
near the Hellefpont, was apprehended, in the perfecution of 
Decius, a young man called Peter, remarkable for the beauty 
of hisperfon, and natural endowments of his mind, but much 
more for his faith and virtue. He was brought before Opti- 
mus, the proconful of Afia, who faid to him : " You have 
" before your eyes the edicls of our invincible princes : facri- 
" flee to the goddefs Venus as they command." Peter an- 
swered : " I am furprifed that you fhould endeavour to per- 
" fuade me to Sacrifice to an infamous lewd woman, whofe 
" actions modefty forbids me to mention, and are fuch as are 
" punifhable by your own laws." Optimus ordered him to 
be extended on a wheel, with pieces of wood fo difpofed and 
bound on his body with iron chains, that the wheel being put 
in motion it might gradually occafion the breaking of his bones. 
The martyr turning his eyes towards the heavens, faid with a 
ehcarful countenance : " I praifc and thank you, O Lord Jofus 
tc Guilt, for vouchfafing mc patience to ovcicomc thib cruel 
" tyrant. 5> Optimus feeing his unfhaken refolution, ordered 
his head to be ftruclc oft". 

After this execution, as the proconful was going to fet out 
for I roas, a city in Phrygia, built by Alexander near the 
ruins of the famous Troy, three other chriitians, Andrew, 
1 uul and Nicomachus were brought before him. Ho afked 
them whence they came, and what was their religion. IMico- 
luaehiis anfwcicd with impatience, and a remarkably loud 
voice: « lam a chriiUan." The others modcllly replied; 
' W c are al/b chiiltians." The proconful faid to Nicuma- 
c u,y : " Sacrifice to the <rods." He anfwered : A chriUkm 



" muft not facrificc to devils." The nioconful gave orders 

" l at he fliould b^ hung on, the rack, ai.il tortured. When 

C c 3 he 
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he was j uft ready to expire under his torments, he unhappily 
loit his crown, and cried out : 66 I never was a chrifKan, and 
* c am ready to facrifice to the gods." The proconful imme- 
diately caufed him to be taken off the rack, but no fooner 
had the miferable man offered facrifice than he was feized by 
the devil, fell on the ground, and beat it with his head in vio- 
lent agonies in which he expired. Thus the devil ufualiy 
laughs to fcorn the unhappy fouls which he has drawn into fin, 
He lures them with great promifes : but being the father of lies, 
pays them with treacherous fhadows, or often with bitter dis- 
appointments and calamities. A wretched exchange for their 
foU •, and eternal happinefs ! God afforded his other two fcr- 
vants a comfort under their affliction for this lofs. ."Vnyfa, a 
tender virgin about fixteen years aid, who was ftanc - by, 
was ffruck at this misfortune, and fa id : cc Unfortunate \vk ch, 
* c why wouldft thou bring upon thyfelf eternal torments for 
* c the fake of a moment's eafe r" Optimus hearing thefc 
words afked if fhe was a chriftian ; fhe confefled fhe was. 
Ke then required her to facrifice, and threatened to expofehcr 
to proflitution, and burn her alive in cafe of refufal. Finding 
his threats made no imprelfion on her conftancy, he ordered 
her to be put into the hands of tw 7 o lewd young men to be de- 
voured. They took her with them to their lodgings: whofe 
endeavours to force her £hc refilled fo long, that fhe fairly tired 
them out. About midnight they were furprifed at the appear- 
ance of a young man glittering with light, which diffufed it- 
felf over the whole houfe. Upon which they were feized with 
fear, and caft themfelves at the feet of the holy virgin. She 
railed them up and bid them not be afraid, faying: " This is 
66 my guardian and protector :" and they earncftly befought 
her to interceed for them, that they might come to no hurt. 
The next morning the mob, flirred up by the priefts of Diana, 
befet the houfe of the proconful, demanding in a tumultuous 
manner to have Andrew and Paul delivered up to them. 
The proconful, to humour them, having caufed the martyrs to 
be brought fbuh, bid them facrifice to Diana ; which they re- 
fufiiH/ to do lie ordered them to be moft inhumanly fco urged, 
and then to he put into the hands of the rabble by them to >e 
/lonctl to death. 'J "he populace, without further delay havtn 
tied their feet together, <lra»</ed them out of town in order to 
fiojie theim W'hilfl lh<;y were under execution, Deny l a i^'; irU 
the noife, and began to weep and wail bitteily: and, lu'Vii^ 
c leaped from thole who guarded her, ran to the place where 
they were, and upon feeing them, cryed out : tc That 1 may 
" Jive with you eternally in heaven, I will die with you on 

tc earth.' 7 The proconful being informed of the wowled" 1 

piclcr- 
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prefervation of her chaftity, her efcape, and defire to die 
with the martyrs, ordered her to be taken away from An- 
drew and Paul, and to be beheaded at a diftance $ which was 
accordingly put in execution. 

On the fame DAY 

St. Dympna, V. M. She was the daughter of an Irifh king, 
and having by vow confecrated her virginity to God, to avoid the 
inares to which fhe faw herfelf expofed at home, patted to Antwerp 
and chofe her abode at Gheel, a village in Brabant, ten leagues 
from Antwerp. There lhe ferved God in retirement and afjiduous 
prayer. But being at length difcovered and purfued by thofe who 
were the enemies of her chaftity, fhe was murdered by them be- 
caufc flie refufed to confent to their brutilh pamon. Her relicks 
were folemnly taken up by the bifhop of Cambray on the fifteenth 
of May, and are preferved with veneration in a rich fhrine at Gheel. 
She flourimed'in the feventh century. See Molanus, Mirasus, and 
the Roman Martyrology. 
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the virtues of a perfedt anchoret, and of a zealous? 
apoftle, and by his death merited the crown of a glorious mar- 
tyr. His martyrdom was the more illuflrinus, becaufe the re- 
ligious fcal of confeflion (or ftri£k obligation to filence in that 
tribunal on the part of the pricft) not having yet armed tyrants 
iigainft it, had found no victims before our faint. He was 



ham at Nepomuck, a little town in Bohemia, fome leagues 
horn Prague, about the year 1330. His parents derived from 
their virtue a fplendour which their birth or rank in the world 
dii' not afford them. If our faint had fewer obirades from the 
world to overcome in giving himfelf to God, his facrifice was 
not lefs fervent, lefs generous or lefs perfect in the diipofition 
er his heart. He was regarded as the fruit of his parents 

Payers. Soon after his birth his life was defpaired of: but their 

C c 4. con- 
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confidence in God deferved to obtain his recovery through the 
interceflion of the holy Virgin Mary which they carncftiy im- 
plored in the church of a neighbouring Ciftercian monaftery, 
Gratitude moved them to confecrate their foil to the fervice of 
God. They neglected nothing to give him a good education: 
nor could a child give more promlfing hopes of future greatncii 
by his mildnefs, gentJenefs, docility, fimplicity, devotion, a 
extraordinary application and capacity in his ftudies. The 
morning he fpent in the neighbouring monaftery in hearing fr 
veral mailes, which he did with a modefty and fervour "that 
charmed thofe who faw him. When he had learned the firft 
elements at home he was fent lo Staaze, a confiderablc town, 
to ftudy Latin. He excelled his fchool- fellows in grammar, 
but furpafTed himfelf in rhetorick. Charles IV. emperour 
of Germany and king of Bohemia^ and author of the Golden 
Bull in 1356 (/?), had lately founded the univerfity of Prague in 
imitation of thofe at Paris and Padua. John being fent thither 
diftinguifhed himfelf in philofophy, divinity and canon-law: 
in which two laft faculties he proceeded doitor. He had from 
his tender years regarded the priefthood as the great object of 
his pious ambition, that he might devote himfelf in the moft 
perfect manner to promote the divine honour - 9 and he always 
made the moft frequent and devout participation of the adora- 
ble facrament of the altar a kind of noviciate to that dignity, 
He increafed the fervour of his preparation as he grew nearer 
the term, and retired from the hurry of the fchools and the city 
into a folitudc, thereby failing, prayer and penance for a month, 
purifying his foul and difpofing himfelf for the grace of that 
holy order, which lie received at the hands of his bifhop, 
This prelate being acquainted with his extraordinary talents, 

com- 

Otho I. furnamcd the Crc.it, 
king of Germany, who having 
conquered Lombai dy, was 
crowned emperour at Rome by 
pope John XII. in <)(>:.. i'uC 
the manner of niahinq; this c- 

1 

lection had often varied, and 
frequently all the prince* of tlw 
empire ha-i been allowed to «ive 
their fuffr;u>e\ This lame rin- 
perour, Chatle.s IV, created h»«r 
dukes of the empire, namely 
thole of IJnmfwich, liav.irui, 
Suabia and Lonain ; /mil If' 1 ''* 
graves, viz. of 'A'h urinj* ia, I uJ#* 
AHiicc and laaichienbour^, 

many other princes. 



(a) This is called the golden 
bull from a golden feal fixed to 
ic by filken firings. It was pub- 
lished with the utmoft fblemnity, 
in a great diet of all the princes, 
held at Nurembourg ; and regu- 
late 1 ; the form of the government 
of the empire ; the molt ininuie 
cireunillanees to be obferved in 
the election of an fin perour and 
the precedence, rights andfumUi- 
ons of the fe\ t n ih it ehvlois. Kor 
the impeiial d iailem, at lea ft al- 
ter the failure of llw C 'aroluviii- 
<n;ii) rare, had been cli_iiivr, es- 
pecially after it had been fettled 

m Gvnnaoy in the periun of 



Jvlayi^ St. JOHN NEPOMUCEN, M. 385 

commanded him immediately to employ them in preaching, 
and committed to him the care of the parifli of our Lady of 
Tein. Surprizing were the firft effe&s of his zeal. The 
whole city flocked to hear him, and in a fhort time appeared 
very much reformed. The ftudents who were then not fewer 
than forty thoufand, thronged to his difcourfes, and many har- 
dened libertines returned from hearing him knocking their 
breafts and full of compunclion. 

The archbifhop and canons preferred him to a canonry : 
but his conftant attendance in the choir did not hinder, or 
abate his zealous application to all his former functions, in the 
care of fouls. The emperour Charles IV. having reigned thir- 
ty-two years, renowned for wifdom and piety, died at Prague 
in 1378, crowned with the benediction of his fubjecls. For 
though he had atchieved no great exploits, he had always been 
a lover and protector of the church and his people. By great 
hirgefles to the electors, he procured his fon Wenceflas to be 
chofen king of the Romans in 1376. This prince fucceeded 
him in the empire upon his death the year following, being 
only fixteen years old. Intoxicated with power and flattery, he 
difcovered early fymptoms of the moft favage and vicious in- 
clinations, by which he has deferved the infamous furnames of 
the Slothful and the Drunkard. He refided at Prague, and 
hearing high commendations of St. John he pitched upon him 
to preach the Lent to his court. The holy man faw how diffi- 
• cult and dangerous a tafk it would be to make the emperour 
rclifh the genuine truths of the gofpel, as he was not unac- 
quainted with his ftupid and brutiih temper. However, he ac- 
cepted the employ, and was much applauded by the court and 
by the emperour himfelf ; and his difcourfes proved, for fome 
time a check to his pafTions. In tcftimony of his cftcem, he 
ottered the faint the firft vacant bifhoprick which was that of 
Lcitomeritz, but no motives could prevail upon him to accept 
of that dignity. It was thought that perhaps the care and la- 
bours infeparablc from fuch a charge, contributed to his rcfu- 
wl. Me was therefore offered the provoftfliip of Wifchcradt 
which (next to the bifhopricks) is the firft ccclcfiaftical dignity 
o» the kingdom of Bohemia, and to which arc annexed great 
Avenues of one hundred thoufand German florins a year, with 
the honourable title of hereditary chancellour of the kingdom, 
aml th,s without, dangers or fatigues. But to reafon thus is 
"01 to ktio W the faims. If they refufe great places when they 
r'^ t'iit labours to their zeal, and croflcs to their virtue, what 
JJ" 1 \ thin, \ of lh( >^ which oi}er nothing but riches and ho- 
mm, . Fhe virtuous canon was therefore here again as firm 

mu But the more he ihuiincd the cftcem of men the 

more 



3 86 St. JOHN NEPOMUCEN, M. May iS, 

more it followed him. He however accepted foon after the 
office of almoner of the court, which could only give him an 
authority and affiffance the better to perform his duty as 

preacher to the court, and enable him in a private capacity 
to aflift the poor, and to gain fouls to God. Nor had this charge 
either the d infractions, or the riches or honours y which had to 
much affrighted him in the dignities before mentioned. Thus 
humility fixed him in the court whither ambition leads others, 
He appeared there the fame man he had been in his private life. 
His apartment was the rendezvous of all that were in affliction 
or diftrefs. He declared himfelf their general advocate, and 
the father of the poor and of all who fuffered by unjuft op- 
preifions. His charity was alfo fagacious in finding out, and 
fecretly reconciling all diffentions which arofe in the court or 
city : of many whereof authentick monuments are ftill pre- 
ferved, in which the patience of this great man, his penetration 
and judgment, and the equity of his decifions are equally ad- 
mired. He found time for every thing, becaufe the faints, who 
?n temporal concerns forget them felves, find more leifure than 

.i'U\ -i .i\ci\ for the fervice of their neighbours. 

fhc ernprefs Jane, daughter of Albert of Bavaria, earl of 
Hainault and Holland, was a moft virtuous and accomplifhed 
princefs. Touched by the divine unction of the holy preacher, 
Ihe chofe him for the director of her confeience. The em- 
perour loved her with the moft violent paffion: but as he was 
capricious and changeable, he often abandoned himfelf to fits 
of jeaJoufy, which, joined to the natural fiercenefs and brutilh 
fury of his temper, gave the princefs much to fuifer. As the 
world is faved by the fufferings of a God, fo it is by afflictions 
that all the faints are crowned. To make the ernprefs one by 
the crucifixion of her heart to whatever might divide it from 
God, the Lord employed the perfecution of her hufband, which 
was fometimcs cruel to the utmoft excefs. But he gave her a 
comforter and guide in our faint, by whofe counfels 81 e fquareu 
her life. What fruit did not fhe reap by this means in a few 
years? Supported by a man whofe zeal prepared him to martyr- 
dom, fhe learned to fuffcr her afflictions with joy. Not only 
this princefs, but all the virtuous pcrfons of the court fought 
to have the faint for their director, and he feemed to poflcfc the 
talent of making faints upon the throne, and in the court, and 
men happy upon the crofs. He alfo took upon him the direc- 
tion of the nuns of the caftle of Prague, whom he conducted 
in the exercifes of a fpiritual life, in fuch a manner that this 
houfc became a model of per fcttion to all others. 1M 
ernprefs, though always a pcrfon of virtue, became much 

devout after flic began to follow his advice. She became 
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eether religious, and was not afraid to appear fuch. The 
churches were the ordinary places in which fhe was to be found : 
'(he fpent in them whole days on her knees, and in a recol- 
lection which was the admiration of every one. Her prayers 
were only interrupted by offices of charity to the poor (whom 
fte ferved with her own hands) or by a fhort time for meals 
and relaxation, which fhe pafTed in converfmg with her ladies 
on eternity and fpiricual matters, on which fhe fpoke with an 
ardour which befpoke her own fervour. This fire fhe no unfil- 
ed in her heart by the frequent ufe of the facraments, and the 
practice of perpetual mortification. Such was her holy fear of 
God, that the very fhadow of the leaft fin made her tremble : 
and upon the fear of the leaft failing or imperfection, fhe haften- 
ed to expiate it in the facred tribunal of penance: from which 
fhe never came but with a heart broken with forrow, and her 
eyes bathed in tears. 

As a corrupted heart turns every thing into poifon, Wen- 
ceHas grew the more impatient and extravagant by the piety of 
his con fort, and by the tendernefs and condefcenfion with 
which flie always behaved towards him : and in the return of a 
fit of mad jealoufy he made her virtuous conduct: an argument 
for his fufpicions. To know her interiour, he formed a defign 
of extorting from St. John what fhe had difclofed to him in the 
fecret of coqfeflion, by which means he thought he mould 
learn all the private fentiments (he had ever entertained con- 
cerning him. In this view he fent for the holy man, and at 
lirft began indirectly to fift him, and at length openly put to 
him his impious queftions. The faint ftruck with horrour re- 
prcfented to him, in the moft refpectful manner poflible, how 
notorioufly injurious fuch a facrilege was both to rcafon and 
religion. But the emperour who had been long accuftomed 
to deal with flaves, thought that no one ought to reiift his will. 
However, in the end he diflcmbled his rage : but the faint faw 
in his dark gloomy filence what he was to expect: from fo re- 
vengeful a prince. It happened one day that the tyrant finding 
a fowl not roafted to his tafte at table, gave an order furpafling, 
if poflible, the extravagances of Caligula or Hcliogabalus, that 
the cook fliould be immediately fpittcd, and roafted alive at the 
lame lire at which the fowl had been dreficd. The officers 
were preparing to execute the barbarous fentence which no one 
jtoril contradict, when St. John was informed of it ; the poor 
jwviuu was already pierced with feveral fpits, and broiling be- 
'ore the fire, when (he faint ran in and threw lunifclf at the 
unperour's feet. Wenceflas neither Hllened to Ins remon- 
" wees, nor regarded the threats of divine vengeance j but the 

wore caracftly the faint prefled him, the more outrageous he 

grew. 
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grew. At length he commanded him to be thrown into a 
dungeon; where he lay feveral days rejoicing in his chains, 
being fenfible that the true caufe was his former firmnefs in re- 
fufing to cUfclofe the confeflion of the emprefs. Nor did Wen. 
ceflas make a myftery of it : for he fent him this meikge, 
that as long as he refuted to difclole to him the confefiion of 
the emprefs, there was for him no hope of liberty. Yet 
fome days after, a gentleman of the palace came with an order 
to releafe him, begging in the emperour's name, that he 
would forget the ifl treatment he had received, and dine the 
next day with his majefty, who had prepared a great enter- 
tainment for his fake, and to do him honour before his whole 
court. He was accordingly treated with the greateft mag- 
jiificence and exteriour marks of eiteem and kindnefs. After 
the banquet Wenceflas difmiffed all the reft, and began to dit 
courfe with the faint in private, firft about indifferent matters, 
hut in the end prefling him all manner of ways to lay open to 
him the confeflion of the emprefs, promifing fecrecy, and all 
honours and riches, and threatening a refufal with the moft hor- 
rible tortures and death. The faint anfwered firmly, and made 
frefh attempts to fatisfy him on the juftice and obligation of his 
filence. The tyrant at laft gave orders that he fliould be earned 
back to prifon, and inhumanly tortured. He was ftretchedon 
a fort of a rack : burning torches were applied to his fides, ano 
to the moft fenfible parts of his body : he was burnt at a 
flow fire, and tormented other ways. Under his tortures he 
pronounced no other words but the facred names of Jeius and 
Mary, and when loofened from the rack was left hair dead. 
Our Lord vifitcd his fervant in this abandoned condition, and 
filled his foul with the moft fweet confolations. In the mean 
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time the emprefs was informed, and by her prayers, tea n 
importunities obtained of Wenceflas the enlargement of 
fervant of God. He therefore appeared again at court, w 



like a pcrl'ecutcd faint, full of joy and courage, (hewing by » 
countenance that he regarded his fuft-rings as the favo s j 
heaven. Notwithstanding the prefent good humour rtw 
prince, he prepared himfelf for death ■ and as if to take ka* 
and to (apply ^ extraordinary labour the fhortnefs ol - » 
he began to preach with greater zeal than ever, h < 
thefe iermons, on that text, A little -win e and p« >J ' / 
me, he often repeated, 7 have now but Utile Ume iojpe^ ■ 
and in the clofc of his difcourfe clearly foretold, in a . p r 



tick rapture and fliedding an abundance : of J teaii, * 
which were fhordy to fall on the church of 1*^;"'.' c / t 
verified in the Huffite tumults and civil wars. Co<"% 

of the pulpit, having taken U>e laft leave of his m**^ 
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.L fT( red pardon of the canons and clergy for the bad example 
'which he humbly accufed himfelf to have given them, from 
that day he gave hirnfelf up totally to thofe exercifes which were 
a more immediate preparation of his own foul for eternity. 
1 T In which to obtain the protection of the glorious mother of 
{ jQ 0 d, he vifited her image at Buntzel, which had been placed 
there' by the apoftles of the Sclavonians SS. Cyril and Me- 
thodius, and is a place of great devotion among the Bohe- 
mians. He was returning home in the evening, after having 
" poured forth his foul in moil fervent prayer in that holy place, 
• when the emperour, looking out of a window of his palace, faw 
.him pate alone in the ftreets of Prague. The fight of the holy- 
man renewed his indignation and facrilegious curiofity, and or- 
: derinf him. to be immediately brought in to him, he ficicely 
bad him choofe either to reveal the confemons of the empreis, 
01 to die. The faint made no anfwer, but by his filence and 
the iteddinefs of his countenance gave him fufncicntly to un- 
derhand, that he was not to be moved, and by bowing his head 
exprefled his readinefs to die. At which the emperour cried 
i out in his fury : " Take away this man, and throw him into 
" the river as foon as it mall be dark, that his execution may 
[ " not be known by the people." The barbarous order was 
executed, and after fome hours which the martyr employed in 
; preparing himfelf for his facrifice, he was thrown off the bridge 
^Vfhich joins the great and little Prague, into the river Muldaw, 
, with his hands and feet tied, on the vigil of the Afcenfion, the 
?fixteenth of May, 1383. The martyr was no fooncr ftimed in 
,J.the waters, but a heavenly light appeared over his body floating 
|: on the ri ver, and drew many to the banks. The emprefs ran 
in to the emperour, not knowing what had happened, and in- 
i quired what was the occafion of the lights which flic faw on 
[the river. The tyrant ftruck at the news fled in a hurry like 
: a man diftra£lcd to a country houfe, forbidding any one to fol- 
low him. The morning difcoyered the villainy, and the exe- 
cutioners betrayed the fecrct. The whole city flocked to 
t the place; the canons of the cathedral went in procc/lion, 
took up the body with great honour, and carried it into the 
i church of the Holy Crofs of the Penitents, which was the next 
[; to the place where the body was found. Every one rcforted 
} thither to kifs the hands and feet of the glorious martyr, to re- 
? commend himfelf to his prayers, and to procure, if poflihle, 
;!'" lc leiiek of his clothes, or what elfo had belonged to him. 
: 1 he emperour being informed of this, (cut an order to the reli- 
; K l ous Penitents to hinder any tumults in their church, and le- 
ered y to remove the body. They obeyed; but the treafiire 

Was dii'cgveicd, and as fgon as the cajipus had made every 

thimv 
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thing ready for its magnificent reception in the cathedral, it 
was conveyed thither with the utmoft pomp by the clergy and 
whole city, and interred with this epitaph which is yet read 
engraved on a ftone upon his tomb : Under this Jione lies the 
of the mq/i venerable and moff glorious Thaumaturgus John Ne- 
pomucen, dot! or ^ canon of this churchy and confejfor of the em* 
prefix who, becaufe he had faithfully kept the feal of confejfm^ wot 
cruelly tormented and thrown from the bridge of Prague into tk 
river Muldaiv, by the orders of Wenceslas IV, emperour ami 
king of Bohemia i fan of Charles TV. 1383. Many miraculous 
cures of the rick under the moft defperate diforders, during the 
tranflation and interment of his relicks, and at his tombj 
through his intercefflon, were publick teftimonies of his favour 
with God. The emprefs after this accident led a weak 
languifhing life till the year 1387, when fhe clofed it by a holy 
and happy death. The emperour ftaid fome months in the 
caftle of Zebrack, fome leagues from Prague, hardening him- 
lelf againft the voices of heaven, fearing at flrft a fedition of 
the people: but religion taught the virtuous part their duty to 
their fovereign. Seeing therefore the things remain quiet in 
the city, he returned to it, and wallowed in his former flothful 
voluptuous Jife. But he foon felt that the punifhment of a no- 
torious finner follows clofe upon his crime. The empire 
ivas torn with civil wars in all its parts. The Switzers re- 
volting from Albert of Auftria, fet up their commonwealth 
without oppofition : the emperour himfelf fold to John Galeas 
the dutchy of Milan for one'hundred thou fan d florins, and for 
money alienated many others of the richeft provinces, one 
after another. The princes and ftates, in the very year 1383, 
fent to intrcat the tyrant to leave Bohemia and rcfidc in the 
empire, to put a flop to the growing evils. He laughed at the 
deputies, and faid, if there were any malecontcnts among them, 
it was their duty to come to him. The ftates and princes of 
the empire at length entered into a general confederacy at 
Mentz, and depofed him from the imperial <hrone in 1400 j 
and meeting at Lacnflein in the archbifhoprick of 1 ncrs, 
chofe firft Frederick duke of Brunfivick and Luncnbourg, and 
he dying in a few days, fubftituted Robert or Rupert of Ba- 
varia, count palatine of the Rhine. Wenceflas drowned in 
debaucheries feemed infenfibic at this affront. The nobility ot 
Bohemia, by the advice of his brother Sigifmund king of Hun- 
gary, confined him twice; but he found means to elcape, and 
died of an apoplexy without having time, in appearance, to 
think of repentance. This indolence fortified the Hwhtc 
he rely, broached in his reign by John ilufs reclor of die 

verriiy, and his difciple J worn of I'liifiuc, which for ^Jjjj 
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hundred years filled the kingdom with civil wars, blood-fhed,, 
plunder, facrileges, the ruin of families and every other 

^Tfhe^tomb of the faint continued illuftrious for frequent 
miracles, and was protected by a wonderful providence from 
profanations which were often attempted by the Hufiites, and 
a^ain by the Calvinifts in 1 618, in the wars of Frederick the 
efeftor palatine. On that occafion, feveral officers and work- 
men, who fet themfelves to demolifli the tomb of the faint, were 
deterred by vifible judgments, and fome by fudden death upon 
the fpot, which was the misfortune, among others, of a certain 
Englifh gentleman. The complete victory by which the im- 
perialifts, under the command of the duke of Bavaria, under 
the walls of Prague, in 1620, recovered this kingdom, is 
afcribcd to the interceffion of this holy martyr; who, as many 
attcfred, v/as feen appearing in glory with other patrons, by the 
guards, in the cathedral, the night before the battle, and whofe 
protection the imperial army had earneflly implored : from 
which circumftance the illuftrious houfe of Auftria has ihewn 
a particular devotion to his memory. The emperours Fer- 
dinand If. and III. folicited his canonization, which was at 
length procured by Charles VI. In 1719, on the fourteenth 
of April, the faint's tomb was opened where the body had laid 
330 years. The flefli was confumed, but the bones entire and 
perfectly joined together, with the marks of his fall into the 
river behind his head, and on his fhouJders. His tongue alone 
was found frefh and free from corruption, as if the faint had 
but juft expired. The faint had been honoured as a martyr 
from the time of his death in Bohemia; but to make his ve- 
neration more authentick and univcrfaJ, his canonization was 
demanded, and feveral new miracles were juridically approved at 
Prague and Rome. Innocent XIII. confirmed his immemorial 
veneration, by a decree equivalent to a beatification ; and the 
bull of his folemn canonization was publifhcd by Benedict 
XIII, in 1729. A narrative of many miracles wrought by his 
interceffion may be read at the end of his life, as the wonder- 
ful preservation of the city of Ncpomuck from the plague in 
1680 : the cure of various diffempers in pcrfons tlcfpaircd of 
by the phyficians : the deliverance of many from imminent 
dangers, and the protection of the innocence of many falfely 
aecufed. The count of Althan, afterwards archbifhop of Bari, 
m the fall of a balcony in the palace of conftable Colonna at 
Kome, was fayed by St. John appearing in a viiion, whofe in- 
jtrceihoii he invoked aloud. Cardinal Michael FredeiickAI- 
nan viceroy of Naples, was cured of a parajytick difbrder, 

V Y Which he had entirely loft the ufc of one arm, and of a 
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complication of feveral other diftempers, the moment he be^ 
to addrefs his prayer to St. John on his feftival, in the Mints 
church. Pope Benedict XIII. dedicated an altar under the i n ! 
vocation of St. John Nepomucen in the Later an bafilick, 

In the facrament of penance fo indifpenfable is the law ot 
fecrecy, and fo far does it extend, that the minifter is bound 
by all laws, fo much to be upon his guard in this refped 
that he may fay with an ancient writer (a) " What I know 
cc by confefiion, I know lefs than what I do not know at all," 
St. John Climacus remarks, that a fpecial providence watches 
over the fidelity of this facred feal : " For," fays he, « it is un- 
« c heard of that fins difclofed by confeflion fhould be divulged, 
cc left others fhould be deterred from confeffing, and all hope 
of health be cut off (i)." Without this indifpenfable fecrecy 
the very precept and obligation ceafes (2). And this law is 
expedient alfo to the publick weal ; for by it the njiniiler will 
often draw finners from dangerous defigns, which otherwife 
could never come to his knowledge, as F. Coton fhevved to the 
entire fatisfaftion of Henry IV. of France, 

On the fame Day 

St. Simon Stock, C. He was defcended of a good family in Kent. 
From his infancy he turned all his thoughts and afTeftions to at- 
tain to the moll perfeft love of God, and itudied to devote all hi: 
moments to this glorious purfuit. In this earnelt defire in the 1 2th 
year of his age he retired into a wildernefs, and chofe for hii 
dwelling a great hollow oak tree j whence the firname of Stttl 
was given him. Whilil he here mortified his flefh with fading 
and other feverities, lie nourifhed his foul with fpiritual dainties in 
continual prayer. His drink was only water ; and he never touch- 
ed any other food than herbs, roots and wild apples. Whilft hi 
led this courfe of life, he was invited by a divine revelation to 
embrace the rule of certain religious men who were coming _ from 
Paleftine into England. The Carmelite friars arrived foon alter 111 
1240, being brought over by John lord Vcfey, and Richard lori 
Cray, returning from the war in the holy land. Thofc nuWtm 
cave them their two firtt convents, one in the foreil or Hom* 



near nuitw^^ «i iiuiuiuiuwvii.uiw, »»v wi.***** • - - . . . • 

ford, near Rochcfter in Kent. Simon being much aGedcd with men 
devotion to the blefled Virgin, edifying deportment, ami iw 
eremitical auiierc inilitutc, joined their holy company. A»r 
Jus admiflion he was font by his brethren to Oxford to m* 

JlaVll'5 

(a ) Qua per confrjponem fcio minus Jew quam qu<c ficj^ 1 "* 0 ' J 
*vel fiqnis alius Strm.'ia ad Frafr. in Eremo l I. 6. Append* p* 33 ' 

(1) S. John Clim. lip. ad Pailgn, C. X3, {*) Si* Suana 

difp. 23 • Seel;, 2, and others. 
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' Having run through the academical courfe he returned to his 
ronvenr. Such was his fervour, that the piety of the reft feem- 
ed to fufrcr an eclipfe by the extraordinary luftre of his fanc- 
uty. in a general chapter of his Order held at A lies ford in 
124$, he was chofen general, and before the end of that > e a* he 
jnftituied the confraternity of the Scapular, to unite the devout 
clients of thcBIefled Virgin in certain exerciici of religion and pi 
The Carmelite hiliorians quote three coteniporary writers, befides 
the ancient author of the faint'* life, who allure that he was admo- 
niihed by the Mother of God in a vifion to eilablifh this devotion. 
This confraternity has been approved, and favoured with many 
privileges by feveral popes (i). The rules prefcribc, without any 
obligation or precept, that the members wear a little fcapular, 
at I tali fecietly, as the fymbol of the Order, and that they recite 
every day the office of our Lady, or the office of the church ; or 
if they cannot read, feven times the Pater, Av-> and Gloria Patrr, 
in lieu of the feven canonical hours; and lallly, that they ab- 
Hain hom ilefh-mcat on Wednefdays, Fridays and Saturdays, or 
if this cannot be done, that they double for each of thefe days, 
ihe feven Paters, Sec. St. Simon cured a fick man by giving him 
the fcapular ; the reputation of which miracle moved Edward I. 
king of England, and St Lewis of France, and many others, to en- 
rol their names in this confraternity. 

St. Simon governed the Order with great fanclity and prudence 
during twenty years, and propagated it exceedingly from England 
over all Europe (a) ; being himlelf famous for his eminent virtue, 
and a great gift of miracles and prophecy. He wrote feveral 
hymns and decrees for his Order, and feveral other ufeful things 
for its for vice, lays Leland. At length in the hundredth year of his 
age, having a call to France, he failed to Bourdcaux, where God 
put an end to his labours fomc months after his arrival in iz6e, 
on the 1 6th of July. He was buried in the cathedral of that city, 
and was honoured among the faints foon after his death. — See his au- 
thentick life written foon alter his death, alfo Stevens's JVIonalh 

Anglic, T. 2. p. 159, 160. Leland de Script. Brit. T. 2. c. 277, 

p. 2 9 . h 

St. (JiiMDus, bifhop of Gubio. He was born of a noble family 
atGubio, acity of the Kcclefiailieal State near the marquifate of An- 
cona. He had his education in thefeminary of SS. Marian and James, 
ami made great progrefs in his Undies both profane and 1 acred ; 
hut the holy iciipturcs, ihofe iprings of living waters, were his chief 
^iftht. Many honourable matches were propofed to him by his 
hiend:, ; but he rejected all inch oilers, and made a vow of ccli- 
na ey. His ardour in the perfect practice of virtue llrengthened him 
» l l>''imlL the bad example of many tepid companions. However, 
n °l approving certain irregularities which he law tolerated among 
them, he exchanged this houfe lor the feminary of St, Secuudu 1 ., 

Vol. 1L. *" D d where 

(0 See the bulls of Pius V. Clement V III. Paul V. Clement X Sc. 
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where he fmifhed his ftudies. The bifhop of Gubio made him 
prior of his cathedra], that he might reform feveral abufes i n 
the behaviour of the canons. Ubaldus prepared himfelf f 0 , 
this important work by falling, prayers and tears, by which he 
hoped to engage the divine affiltance. He eafily prevailed on three 
of his canons who were the heft difpofed, to join with him in his 
exercifes and rules of Jife: and their example foon began to work 
upon the reft. The faint vifited a community of regular canons, 
efteemed for their regularity and fanctity, which had been ch. 
blifhed by Peter de Honeflis, a peifon of Angular piety, in the 
territo-y of Ravenna. He ftaid there three months in order to take 
an exact view of the discipline of the houfej and he carried its 
rule back with him to Gubio. and in a fhort time got it received 
by the whole chapter to render their reformation complcat. Af- 
ter fome years their houfe and cloiiter being burnt down, (j. 
bald us looked upon this as a favourable opportunity of leaving his 
poll, and retiring into fome defert. In this view he made his 
way to that of Font-Avcllano, where he found Peter of Riming 
to whom he communicated his defign of quitting the world, 
That great fervant of God oppofed the motion as a dangerous 
temptation, and exhorted him to return to his former vocation in 
which God had fixed him for the good of others. The faint 
therefore returned to Gubio, rebuilt the cloifters, and rendered his 
chapter more flouriftiing than it had ever been, to the great edi- 
fication of the whole country. In 1126, St Ubaldus was unani- 
moufly chofen bifliop of Perugia , but he hid himfelf in the coun- 
try, fo that the deputies of that city were not able to find him: 
and when they were departed, he went to Rome, threw himfelf at 
the feet of pope Honorius II. and with many tears begged that he 
might be excufed ; employing all the intereft he had in the world 
to obtain the favour he dchred. Honorius granted his requeft: 
but the fee of Gubio becoming vacant two years after, the 
pope directed the clergy of that city to proceed to his election ac- 
cording to the forms prefcribed by the canons; in confcqucnccof 
which his Holinch confecratetl him with his own hands in the 
beginning of the year 1129. The new bifliop made it his whole 
bufinefs to adorn the dignity of Ids iiation with all the virtues of 
a true fucceflbur of the apoflles. He pracYifcd a perpetual morti- 
fication of all his fenfes, and lived dead to all the enjoyments of 
the world : he was indefatigable both in the excrci/e of penance, 
and in the labours of his miniflry ; frugal, humble, fincere, and 
full of companion for all the world. But mildnefs and patience, by 
which he appeared infenfiblc to injuries and affronts, was one of 
the brightelt parts of his character. Once it happened, Clint, m 
repairing the wall of the city, the workmen encroached upon -.m 
vineyard. The bifliop mildly put them in mind of it, and dcfircjl 
them to forbear. The overfeer of the work moved with bmnilj 
fury, fcomfully pufhed him into a great heap of mortar. The good 
bifhop r,ut up all covered with lime and dirt, without making 
the leaft'e-pDltulation. The people demanded, that the ovvrkcr> 

m punifhmcnt lor the offence, ihould be baniflicU, and h» £ 00tb 
1 cum ' 
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Seated. The faint endeavoured to make it pafs for an ac- 
cent : but when that could not fatisfy the people who knew 
' ^ ^ { t 'had happened, he being defirous to deliver the man out 
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- hands of the magiftrates, maintained that the cognifance of 



' . misdemeanour belonging to his own court, he would take care 
1 do himfelf jufcice. The workman flung with r jmorle, proffered 




with a. fin i ling countenance, that by way of fatisfaclion for the injury 
received, he infilled on his giving him a kifs of peace, as a token 
of a perfect reconciliation, and that he begged of God to pardon 
him that and all other offences. After which he faluted him. 

The faint often defended his flock in publick dangers. Hearing 
one day that a fedition was raifed in one of the ilreets, wherein 
fome were wounded, others killed, he ran out, and venturing 
himfelf between the combatants, fell down amidfl their naked fwords. 
The mutineers thinking him dead, all threw away their weapons, 

runninr to t&kc n * m U P» anc * evCi 7 one condemned himfelf as the 
murderer of their holy bifhop. Then the faint thanking God 
that the tumult was appeafed, difpelled their fears by alluring 
them that he had received no hurt. The emperour Frederick Bar- 
barofTa, in his cruel wars in Italy 9 having taken and plundered 
Spoleto, threatened to do the like by Gubio. Ubaldus moved by 
a more than fatherly tendernefs for his flock, met the emperour 
on the road, and on his firil interview foftened the heart of that 
tyrant to companion, and obtained of him the fafety of his peo- 
ple. The two lail years of his life, he laboured under a compli- 
cation of painful diftempers, which he bore with the patience of a 
faint. On Eafler-day in 1 1 60, his devotion to the glorious my- 
jlcry of that feflival, made him forget his infirm condition, get ap, 
fay mafs, and give the people a dilcourfe on eternal life. From 
the cathedral he would be carried to the church of St. Laurence, 
near which he had an apartment. He continued there till the feaft 
of the afccnfion in retirement, to prepare himfelf for death, i^ftcr 
that, he was removed into his own houfc, where he repeated his 
Jail inIl.rucl.ions to his clergy and people who came to vilit him, 
and beg his lafl bicfling. Having received the rites of the church, 
he expired on the 1 6th of May, 11 60. The people from all the 
neighbouring provinces attended his funeral in crowds, and were 
eyewitnefles of the many miracles God performed at his tomb. 
So tender was the devotion which this fpcclacle excited in every 
one, that animofities and diflenfions over the whole country were 
extinguifhed, and a moll wonderful fpirit of charity war. infufed 
into all hearts. Injuries were forgotten, and cities which had been 
long at variance, renewed the moll lincere league of friondfhip. 
St. Ubaldus had been favoured with the miraculous gift of curing 
difeafei, in his lifetime, which he performed by the fign of the 
croft and prayer : yet when a certain blind man addre/led himfelf 
to him to be cured, the bifliop told him that his corporal fight 
v.ould be prejudicial to, his foul, ;in d (hat his temporal blimlnefs 

' 1) d 2 would 
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would be recompenccd with the clear vifion of God in heaven 
all eternity : at which the good man was fo well fads lied, that 
he no longer defired to be cured. St. Ubaldus was cr.nonbd 
by pope Celeftine III. in i 192. —See his accurate life written" by 
Tebald, his fucceiFour, in the Ada Sanctorum. 1 
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St. PASCHAL BAYLON,C 

O. S. F. 

From his two lives 9 one written by John Ximcncs^ his companion j 

the other in order to his canonization. 

A. D. 1592. 

TH E frate of poverty was honoured by the choice of our 
blefled Redeemer, and hath been favoured with his fpe- 
cial bleffing. It removes men from many dangers and temp- 
tations, and furnifhes them with perpetual occafions for the 
exercife of felf- denial, patience, penance, refignation to the 
divine will, and every other heroick chriftian virtue: yet 
thefe great means of falvation are by many, through ignorance, 
impatience and inordinate deiires, often perverted into occafions 
of their temporal and eternal mifery. Happy are they who by 
making right ufe of the fpiritual advantages which this flate, 
fo dear to our divine Redeemer, offers them, procure to them- 
felves prefent peace, joy and every folid good ; and make eve- 
ry circumftance of that condition in which providence hath 
placed them, a ftep to perfect virtue, and to everiafting hap- 
pinefs. This in an eminent degree was the privilege of St. 
Pafchal Bay Ion. He was born in 1540, at Torrc-Hcrniofi, 
a fmall country town in the kingdom of Arragon. His pa- 
rents were day-labourers, and very virtuous ; and to their ex- 
ample our faint was greatly indebted for the fpirit of piety am' de- 
votion, which hefeemed to have fucked in with his mother's milk, 
Their circumliances were too narrow to afford his hchv^ fcut 
to fchool ; but the pious child, out of an carncft defire of at- 
taining to fo great a means of inftrucSlion, carried a book with him 
into t lie holds, where he watched the fhcej), and defiled thofc 
that he met to teach him the letters ; and thus in a Diuit 

time, being yet very young, he learned to read. This ;ul- 
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vantage lie made ufe of only to improve his foul in devotion 
and piety : books of amufement he never would look into 5 
but the lives of the faints, and above all, meditations on the 
life of Chriff, were his chiefeft delight- He loved nothing but 
what was ferious, and of folid advantage, at a time of life 
in which many feem fcarce fufceptible of fuch imprettions. 
When be was of a proper age, he engaged with a matter to 
keep his flocks as under fhepherd : he was charmed with the 
innocent and quiet life his Irate permitted him to lead. That 
folitary life bad charms for him. Whatever he faw was to 
him an object of faith and devotion. He read continually in 
the arcat book of nature, and from every object raifed his foul 
to God, whom he contemplated and prai fed in all his works- 
Beiidcs external objects, he had almott continually a fpiritual 
book in his hands, which ferved to inttrucr. and to inflame 
his foul in the love and practice of virtue. His matter, who was a 
r,,r!on of lingular piety, was charmed with his edifying con- 
duct, and made him an offer to adopt him for his /on, and to 
make him his heir. But Pafchal who defired only the goods 
of another life, was afraid that thofe of this world would prove 
to him an incumbrance ; he therefore modettly declined the 
favour, defiring always to remain in his humble ttate, as being 
more conformable to that which Chrift chofe for himfelf 
on earth, who came not into this world to be ferved? but to 
ferve. He was often difcovered praying on his knees under 
fome tree, whilft his flocks were browling on the hills. It 
was by this fecret entertainment of his foul with God, in the 
moiT profound humility, and perfect purity of his affections, 
that ho acquired a moll fublime fcience and experience in fpi- 
ntual things, at which thofe who were the moft advanced, 
were (truck with admiration. He could truly fay with 
Uivid : Blrjffd is be whom thou thyfclf Jhalt viJIruS'i^ O 
LuJ (i), He fpoke of God and of virtue with an inimitable 
unclion and experimental light, and with fcntinicnts which 
the Holy Chott alone forms in fouls which arc perfectly dif- 
ciiija*ircii from earthly things, and replcniihcd with his heaven- 
ly »he. Often was he feen ravifhed in holy prayer; and ire- 
<j ueiitly was not able to conceal from the eyes of men the 
vehement ardour of the divine love, with which his foul mel- 
tCl l in mi excefs of heavenly fweetnefs. He felt in himfelf 
w!,at niany fcrvamts of Clod allure us of, that, " The con- 
flation winch the Holy Ghott frecjuently inftifl-s into pi- 
ous fouls, is greater than all the pleafures of the world to- 
puicr, could they he enjoyeil by one man. It makes the 
to ditto! ve and melt through excels of joy, under 
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*« which it is unable to contain itfelf ( 2 )." I n thefe 
fentiments did this fervant of God fing with David : jty 
foul Jball rejoice in the Lord, and Jball be delighted in his fd 
vation. All ?ny bones Jhall fay, O Lord, zvho is like to thee h) I 
The reward of virtue is referved for heaven ; but fome com- 
forts are not denied during the prefent time of trial. Even in 
this vale of tears, God will ?nake its dcjert as a place of plcafuw 
and its wilderncfs as the garden of the Lord. Joy and gl a chief fhll 
be found in it, thankfgiving and the 'voice of praife* Ifai. II. 3. f t 
is fufrtciently underftood that the faint did not receive thefe 
heavenly comforts without i'evere interiour trials, and a con- 
ftant practice of felf-denial, by which his heart was crucified to 
the world. The dew of extraordinary fpiritual comforts never 
falls on unmodified fouls, which feck the delights of this world. 
St. Pafchal in his poverty joined alms with his continual 
prayer ; and not having any other means to relieve the poor, 
always gave them a good part of his own dinner which was Cent 
him into the fields. 

How great foever his love was for his profefTion, he found 
however feveral difficulties in it which made him think of 
leaving it. He was not able, notwithstanding all the care he 
could take, to hinder a flock of goats he had in charge from 
fometimes trefpailing on another's ground. Tins occafioned 
his giving over the infpe£fion of that flock. But he found other 
troubles in taking care of other cattle. Some of his com- 
panions, not having the fame piety with himfelf, were but too 
much add idled to cur fing, quarrelling and lighting; nor were 
they to be reclaimed by his gentle rebukes on thefe accounts, 
He was therefore determined to leave them, not to participate 
in their crimes. And to learn the will of God in this im- 
portant choice of a itate of life in which he might mod faith- 
fully fcrvc him, he redoubled his prayers, fails and other auftc- 
rities. After fome time fpent in this manner, he dctcrmincJ 
to become a religious man. Thofe to whom he fir ft difdofid 
his inclination to a religious irate, pointed out to him feveral 
convents richly endowed. But that circumllance alone was 
enough to difgu ft him; and his anfwer was; tc I was born 
tr> poor, and 1 am rcfolved to live and die in poverty and 
cc penance." "Being at that time twenty years of age lie lelt 
his mailer, his friends and his country ; and went into the 
kingdom of Valentin, where was an auflere convent oi l ):irc< 
foot reformed LVancifcans called Soceolans, which flood in :t 
defert folitude, but at no great distance from the town oi Moirt- 

fort. He addreilcd himfelf to the fathers oi this houfc ™ 

fpiritual 

{::) Ruiibroch. Spir. Nupt 1. 2. c. 19. (j) Pfal. 



Mayl7 . St. PASCHAL BAYLON, C. 39 $ 

fpiritual advice, and in the meantime he entered into the ferv ice of 
certain farmers in the neighbourhood to keep their fheep. He 
continued here his penitential and retired life in afliduous prayer, 
and was known in the whole country by the name of The Holy 
Shepherd. To fequefter himfelf from the world, he made the 
more hade to petition for the habit of a lay-brother in the houfe 
above-mentioned ; and was admitted in 1564. The fathers 
defired to perfuade him to enter himfelf among the clerks, or 
thole who afpired to holy orders, and fing the divine office in 
the choir; but they were obliged to yield to his humility, and 
admit him among the lay-brothers of the community. He was 
not oniy a fervent novice, which we often fee, but alfo a moft 
fervent religious man, always advancing, and never lofing 
ground. Though his rule was molt auftere, he added con- 
tinually to its fe verity, but always with fimplicity of heart, 
without the leaft attachment to his own will : and whenever 
ho was admonifhed of any excefs in his practices of morti- 
fication, he moft readily confined himfelf to the letter of his 
rule. The meaner! employments always gave him the higheft 
fatisfaition. Whenever he changed convents, according to the 
cuftom of his Order the better to prevent any fecret attach- 
ments of the heart, he never complained of any thing, nor fo much 
as faid that he found any thing in one houfe more agreeable than 
in another ; becaufe, being entirely dead to himfelf, he every 
where fought only God. He never allowed himfelf a moment 
ofrcpofc between the church and cloifter duties, and his work ; 
nor did his labour interrupt his prayer. He had never more 
than one habit, and that always threadbare. He walked without 
lamia! s in the fnows, and in the roughen: roads. Heaccommodate$ 
himlelf to all places and feafons, and was always content, chear- 
ful, mild, affable and full of refpeel: for all. He thought him- 
icll honoured, if employed in any painful and low office to 
lave any one. 

1 lie general of the Order happening to be at Paris, PafchaJL 
was lent thither to him about fome necdlary bulinefs of his 
province. .Many of the cities through which he was to pafs in 
I'lance, were in the hands of the Huguenots, who were then ill 
aims. Yet he oifeied himfelf to a martyidom of obedience, 
travelled in his habit, and without io much as fandals on his 
«ct$ was often purfued by the Huguenots with Hicks arid 
Hones, and received a wound on one ihouldcr, of which he re- 
inameci lame as long as he lived. He was twice takeji for a 
ipy; hut C iod dcliveicd him out of all dangers. On the very 
day on which he arrived at his convent from this tedious 
journey, he went out to his work and other duties as ufual. 

never fpokc of any thing that had happened to him in his 
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journey unlefs afked : and then was careful to fupprcfs what, 
ever might reflect on him the leaft honour or praife. He had* 
lingular devotion to the Mother of God, whofe interceilion he 
never ceafed to implore that he might be p refer ved from fin 
The holy Sacrament of the altar was the object of his n 0 {j 
tender devotion : al/b the pafTion of our Divine Redeemer. He 
fpent, efpecially towards the end of his life, a coniiderable part 
of the night at the foot of the altar on his knees, orproltatecnthc 
ground. In prayer he was often favoured with extan.es and raptures. 
He died at Villa Reale near Valentia on the 17th of May 
in 1592, being fifty-two years old. His corpfe was expofed 
three days, during which time the great multitudes which 
from all parts vifited the church, were witneiles to many mi- 
racles by which God attefted the fanclity of his fervant. St, 
Pafchal was beatified by pope Paul V. and canonized by Alex- 
ander VIII. in 1690. 

On the fame DAY 
St. Po ss i d ivSj B. C. He was a native of the proconfular A- 

frica, and had his education under the great St. Aullin. in 397, 
he was chofen bifhop of Calama, in Numidia, which diocclc he 
found diffracted by the factions both of Heathens and Donatiih. In 
404, a party of r.he latter dragged him out of his houfe, beat him, 
and threatened his life. All the levenge he took of thunwasto 
obtain their pardon from the emperour. hour years after dii. ? , the 
idolaters in a riotous feliival on the lirft of June, had the iniolcnce 
to dance round the church, throw Itones in; > ii, and fet it on lire, 
wounding feveral of the clergy, and kihjng one upon the fpot. 
Nectar i us, a principal per fan among the heathens, who had no ihnie 
in this tumult, wrote to St. Aullin to beg him to intercede with the 
emperour for the pardon of the rioters, obferving to him that it is 
the duty of chrifrian pallors to employ themfelves in work:; ol mer- 
cy and peace. Uy the interpoiition of Pollidius their pnniihincnt 
was onl> an order which the emperour font lor the breaking down 
their idols, with a prohibition of their abominable fellivals and ia- 
crificcs. When the reiicks of St. Stephen were brought into Mha 
about the year 410, our holy bilhop was careful to cm ich t'alam.i 
with a portion of them, by which feveral miracles were thuic 
wrought, as St.Auii.in inform us (1 ). St. Pollidius was, Jon Ltlelb. out 
of thofe bifhops, who ellablilhed among the clergy of their c;ulit> 
tlrals a monailick regularity in imitation of St. Aullin, and annul 
jng to tlie rule by him iniliiuted, as our faint mentions in the Jiicflf 
that great doctor: and St. Aullin fpeaks of the poor jcJiy.iou;. mrii 
of Calama. The Vandals palled over from Spain into A/ri<:ivwt1i 

/.n army of fourfcore thoufand veteran foldicrs, long accuiloauM to 

Mooil 
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Wood and plunder ; and made themfelves in a fhort time matters of 
Mauritania, Numidia, and the proconfular province, except the 
flron" fortreilesof Carthage, Cirta and Hippo. They pillaged the 
whole country and the towns which lay in their way ; and among 
others Calama, which feems to have never fince lifted up its head. 
Sr. Foflidius took refuge in Hippo, with his dear matter St. Auftin 
who foon after died in his arms in 430, during the fiege of that 
city, which feme time after fell into the hands of the barbarians. 
Thefe were fevere trials to our laint, who from that time lived in 
perpetual banifhment from his flock. He wrote the life of St. 
Auiiin with a catalogue of his works. The Italians fay, that from 
Africa he came into Italy, and died at Mirandola. That city and 
Rhc"io in Apulia honour him as patron. The regular canons keep 
Jus fellival on the feventeenth of May, and regard him as one of the 
nioitilluftrious fathers of their Order. 



MAY 18. 



St. E R I C, king of Sweden, M. 

A. D. 1151. 

p. LL power and authority among men is derived from 
ilk. God, as Chrift declared to Pilate (1), and as the 
Wifcman often repeats. Whence St. Paul teaches us, that 
he ivbo rejijhth power ; rcjtfictb the ordinance of God (2)* 
On no men doth he confer the leaft degree of jurifdictton, 
but with the moft fevcre injunction and obligation, that they 
employ it according to his will, and in the fir ft place for the 
advancement of his divine honour. Hence every father, 
mailer of a family, magiftratc or king is accountable to God 
lor thole under his charge, and will be condemned as a traitor 
at the la ft day, if he employs not all the means in his power 
that God may be known, praifed, and faithfully fcrved by them, 
fhis is the primary obligation of thofe whom God hath veiled 
with authority. In the faithful difcharge of this truft the glo- 
rious St. Kric laid down his life (*v). He was defcended of a 
wnfi illufhious owed ifh family j in his youth he laid a folk! 

foundation 

(i)Johnxix. (2) Rom. xiii. z. 

(«) Krie, Erric and Henry, are in the northern nations the 
J;imu name, which in the Teutonick language fignife;; A7</> I. "V*. 

°l kric was the ninth of that name, among the king.', of Swcdoi . 
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foundation of virtue and learning, and took to wife CJuiftina 
daughter of Ingo IV. king of Sweden. Upon the death of 
king Smercher in 1x41, he was, purely for his extraordinary 
virtues and qualifications, placed on the throne by the clcclu^ 
of the ftates, according to the ancient laws of that kin^n 
His firft care, in that exalted and dangerous ftation, was to 
watch over his own fouL He treated his body with gieatie- 
verity, falling and watching much, in order to keep his dome- 
flick enemy in due fubjeclion to the fpirit, and to fit himfclf for 
the holy exercifes of heavenly contemplation and prayer, which 
were his chief delight. He was truly the father and the fer- 
vant of all his people. With indefatigable application he him- 
felf adminiftred to them juftice, efpecially to the poor, to whofe 
complaints his ears were always open, and whofe grievances 
and oppreflions he took care himfelf to redrefs. He often vi- 
fited in perfon the poor that were fick, and relieved them with 
bountiful alms. Content with his own patrimony, he le\ icd 
no taxes. He built churches, and by wholefome laws retrained 
the brutifh and favage vices of his fubjecls. The frequent in- 
roads of the idolatrous Finlanders upon his territories obliged 
him to take the field againft them. He vanquifhed them in a 
great battle; but after his viclory, he wept bitterly at the fight 
of the dead bodies of his enemies which covered the field, 
becaufe they had been flain unbaptized. When he ha J fub- 
dued Finland, he fent St. Henry, bifhop of Upfal, to prcad 
the faith of Chrut to that favage infidel nation, of which he 
may be ftyled the apoffle. Among the fubjects of this good 
king were certain fons of Belial, who made his piety the i'ub- 
je&of their ridicule, being moftly obftinate idolaters. Magnus, 
foil of the king of Denmark, blinded by ambitious views to the 
crown of Sweden, put himfelf at the head of thefe impious 
malecontents, and engaged them in a confpiracy to take away 
the life of their fovereign. The holy king was hearing mafson 
the day after the fcaft of the Afcenfion, when news was brought 
him, that the rebels were in arms, and on the march againir 
him. He calmly anfwered : " Let us at leaft finifli the lacn- 
<c fice ; the remainder of the fcftival I fhall keep clfcwhca'.' 
After mafs he recommended his foul to God, made the %" <« 
the crofs, and to fpare the blood of the citizens who vvererady 
to defend his life at the cxpcncc of their own, marched out 
alone before his guards. The confpirators rufhed upon Jnnij 
beat him down from his horfe, and f truck off his head with ;i 
thoufancl indignities in derifion of his religion. XI is death happen- 
ed on the eighteenth of May, 1151. God honoured his tomb 
with many miracles. It remains to this day undefaccd. 

"Eric was honoured as chief patron of the kingdom vi Svrcw* 
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U the change of religion in the fixteenth century. He or- 
1 red the ancient laws and conftitutions of the kingdom to be 
Heeled into one volume, which bears the title of King Eric's 



collec 
law. 




St. THEODOTUS Vintner, and fe^en 

Virgins, MM. 

from their authentick aSis^ written by one Nilus an eye-wit nefs> in 
Rv 'mart's Jtfa Sincera, p. 336. See Tillemont^ and the Eng~ 

Iijh abridgement of thefe afts. 

A. D. 303. 

ST. Th eodotus was a citizen of Ancyra, the capital of 
Galatia. From his tender years he had been brought up 
in perfect fentiments of piety, by the care of a holy virgin 
called Thecufa. He was married, kept an inn, and fold wine 5 
but what is very rare to be found in that profeffion, was juft> 
abftemious, and zealous in the practice of all the duties of re- 
ligion. In the flower of his age he defpifed riches and plea- 
fu'res; made fafting, almsdeeds and prayer his delight, and laid 
himfelf out in relieving the neceflitous, comforting the diftrefled, 
and biinging finners to repentance : he had alfo encouraged 
many perfons to fufFer martyrdom. It was a fettled maxim 
with him, that it is more glorious for a Chriftian to fuffer po- 
verty than to poflefs riches 5 the great advantage of which con- 
fifts in employing them on the poor, thofe cfpecially who were 
pcrfecuted for the faith. He had lilcewife the gift of miracles; 
for, according to his acts, he, by his prayers and the laying on 
of his hands, healed fuch as were afflicted with incurable dif- 
cafb. A life of foftnefs and cafe he condemned as unworthy 
a chriftian, laying, that " it enervates a foldier of Chrifl, and 
" that a Chriftian addicted to pleafurc can never be a martyr," 
as every difciple of Chrifl: is bound to be in the difpofition of 
his heart. So perfuaitve were his exhortations to piety, that by 
them lie converted drunkards to temperance, the mod dc- 
nauehed perfons to continence, and the covetous to the love of 
poverty. When the perfection of Dioclcilnn was raifctl 
tfg&init the church, Theodotus was not difmayed : becaufe his 

whole life had been a preparation fctf martyrdom. The bloody 

C'dicU 



No fooner had the bare report of hbj^., 
mcyra reached that city, than the ro^r 
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edicts were pubJiflied at Ni corned; a. in 303, and foori reached 
<3alatia. Theotccnus, the moil cruel govern our of the; ^ 
vince, prom i fed the ernperour to extirpate the cnrillian utm 
out of his di Ariel. 
in™ on the road to A 

part of the faithful betook themfelves to flight j inciuLble 
numbers of them taking fhelter in defert Jiriu mou'i' anions 
places. The Pagans in the mean while feafted and rcvu ui rn 
tranfports of pubJick joy on this occafion. 7 h:y broki i.-to 
the- houfes of the Chriitians, and carried ofr wha'cxr ihcy 
pleafed without oppofiti on ; for the lea ft complaint won id have 
been danpcroi - to him that made it. No chriUian was ;ccn in 
the flrects, im lefts to uiffer for his religion, or to renounce it: 
the mo ft noted per fons among them lay in prifon, loaded with 
irons, their goods confiscated, their wives and daughters dra^^ed 
about the ftrcets by infolent ruffians, and their veiy i^.b^s 
forced to undergo the greatefl hard/Lips on account of the re- 
ligious principle of their parents, the only crime they pre- 
tended to allege again ft them. 

While this violent perfecution raged at Ancyra, Theoa v .tus 
affifted thofe who were imprifoned for the faith, and buriul the 
bodies of the martyrs, though the performance of that laft 
duty was forbid under pain of death. The govcrnour had 
ordered all the provifions that were fold publickly, to be offered 
to the idols before they were expofed to fale, that the chriflians 
might be reduced to ftarve, or give a fanclion to th.it abuimna- 
blc confecration, and even be obliged to unite the fen ice of 
Jefus Chrift with that of the devils^ on the very altar. But 
Theodotus had laid in a large flock of com and wine which 
he fold to the chriflians at prime coft, and thus the altars were 
furnifhed with pure oblations, and the faithful fuppHecl with 
food without defiling their confcicnccs, or giving tiie ieaft um- 
bragc to the pagans. His profc/Iion privileged this way of pro- 
ceeding ; and thus while he i'ecmed only employed in keeping 
an inn, his houfe was at once the place of divine worihip, an 
hofpital for the fick and ftrangcrs, and the only refuge <>i the 
Christians in that town. While he thus ftudied the fecunty ot 
others, he freely expofed his own life on all occafions w1r'«M 1c 
glory of God was concerned. A friend of his, named Victor, 
was taken up at that time, and accufed by the pricfls of lJi:«w 
of having (aid Apollo had debauched that goddds, Ins <>«•" 
litter ; and that it was a fhame for the Greeks to honour urn 
as a god who was guilty of a crime that fhocks the lewotit »> 
men. The judge offered him his life, if he would comply 
with the edict of the emperours ; and he was made to be 1^ 

km obedience would be rewarded with great r icicnn ^, in . 
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' court ; but if he remained obftinate, he was to expect a flow 
and painful death j his body fhould be thrown to the docr S , his 

- cftate confifcated, and his family quite deftroyed. ' Theodotus 
'■: .full of apprehenfion for his friend thus powerfully attacked' 

haflened to the pnfon where he was confined, encouraged him 
X to bear up againlt all the menaces, and defpife the promifes that 
were employed to deprive him of the eternal reward due to his 

- perfeverance. Vidor received freih courage from his difcourfe 
and as long as he remembered the inftruaions of our faint was 
an over-match for all the cruelty of his executioners.' He 
had almoft finifhed his courfe, when he defired fome time to 
confider of the propofals that had been offered him - upon 

. which he was carried back to prifon, where he died of his 
wounds without making any farther declaration, which has left 
his end doubtful in the church, and deprived him of the honour 
; due to martyrs. . 

■ There is a town at fome miles diftance from Ancyra; called 
Mains, where Theodotus, by a particular difpofition of provi- 
dence arrived, juft as the perfecutors were throwing into the 
river Ha ys the remains of the martyr Valens, who after lone 
and cruel torments had been burnt alive. Thefe relicks Theo- 
; dotus found means to fecure, and was carrying ofF, when at 
yfome little diftance from Mains, he was met by fome CniSns 
? who ad been taken up by their own relations for beating down' 
, an altar of Diana, and had lately recovered their liberty* by h£ 

'SKfiii e ° d0tU ^fY in g' b f d ™ great trouble and expence 

Cl li ' • eXp ? fed 118 ™y life in their deliverance. They 
? were all overjoyed to fee him, and joined in thanks to him, as 

1 1C ,r,T°- fnCnd ™i b ™ ef **°r of perfons in diftrefs "and 

e t v 2?5 V' th , C %ht ° f th ° fe S ,Ori0US confcirors > S- 
i ore tEw™ all f ow l h,m % &™ them fome refrefhmen be- ' 
ore they went any farther. They fat down about a quarter of 

hce to 111 ' 'TV"' 1 fcnt " thither to lnvh * thc P"cft ofthe 
P ^ to dme with them, and fay the ufual prayers before 

jo i ? S n " ,0e for travd,crs b ^rc they purfued their 
" d,iJ fT thcp, ' iert ' as he was ^mingout 

'«'">: bufouTV? dotu , s r to 5 omc , to his "oufe to dine with 
'ore u to J:u,lt /efircd to be excufed, being in hafte 

«« Una cit y Af, l ' ' 10 alMance Offering Chrifti- 

-mat city. After dining together on the fpot, Theo- 



^SV*r f T Cre , c!cnt8 ' or thc third »<>'"• cor- 

Hhtn 7't h '" Jt bencd,ce, "e lufponding to our nine in the 

I'') That ,\ ■ 34 ' - , morning; and their AWorninth 

O'clock • it,,: V noon or twelve hour to our three in the alter- 

• the Taxe of the an- noon, or thvmibout*. " 
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dotus told the prieft, he thought that place very pr 0 p er f 
lodging relicks. " Yes," faid Fronto, for that was the priefr 
name, " but we muft have them before we can think of build! 
€C ing a place for their reception." Theodotus told him, 
would take care of that ; deiired he v/ould only fee an ed'fa 
raifed as foon as poflible; and afTured him the relicks fliould 
not be wanting. When he had given him this aflurance he 
took his ring from his finger, left it with the prieft as ?n earn- 
eft of his promife, and returned to Ancyra, where he found 
the perfecution had made as much havock as an earthquake 
could have done. 

Among thofe that fuffered in that city were feven Virgins 
grown old in virtue. The governour, finding them invincible 
in the profeflion of the chriftian faith, delivered them into the 
hands of fome young libertines to be infulted and ahufed in 
contempt of their religion, and to the prejudice of their chaftity, 
which had always been their brighteft ornament. They had 
no arms but prayers and tears, which they offeicd to Jefus 
Chrift, the author and guardian of their virtue : and protefled 
againft the violence offered them. One of the young de- 
bauchees more impudent than the reft laid hold of Thecufa, 
the oldeft of that holy company, and dragged her afide. The- 
cufa caft herfelf at his feet bathed in tears, and thus cxpoftu- 
lated with him : " My fon, what defigns can you have on fuch 
" as us, quite worn out, as you fee, with failing, ficknefj, tor- 
* c ments and old age?" She was upwards of feventy, and her 
companions not much younger. " It is prepofterous, faid Ihe, 
€i to entertain a paflion for fuch carcafes as ours, fhortly to be 
« c caft forth to be devoured by beafts and birds of prey ; for the 
cc governour refufes us burial." Then rending her veil, (he (hew- 
ed him her grey hairs, faying : " Pay fome regard to thefe,who 
*' perhaps have a mother of the fame age. For her lake, 
* c leave us to our tears, 'tis all we defire ; and do not defpair of 
<c a reward from Chrift on account of your forbearance. 
The young men were all fb afFe&ed with this fpcech that they dc- 
fifted, and joined their tears with thofc of the holy virgins, and 
withdrew. Thcotecnus perceiving his defign defeated, attack- 
ed their conftancy another way. He propofed their clinging 
in the fcrvicc of Diana and Minerva, and officiating ai 
pricftcflcs to thofe pretended deities. The heathens of Ail" 
cyra had an annual cuflom of wafhing the images of tlioic 
goddeflcs in a neighbouring pond : and the day for performing 
that ceremony happening at that time, the governour oblige 
them to attend the folemnity. As the idols were each to> 
carried thither in a pompous manner, and in a feparate ^ 

riot, the governour gave orders for the leven virgins ^j. 
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Uced ia derifion in other open chariots, in a Handing pofture, 
d and to be carried with the idols to the pond for the 
fame put pole. They accordingly led up the proceffton, then came 
i t ^ e ^foLs followed by a great crowd of people, and Theotec- 
r tius him/elf in the rear, attended by his guards. Theodotus 
\ was a |] this while under great concern for the {even virgins, 
; begged the almighty to carry thern viclorioufly through the 
fevere trials to which they were expofed 5 and waited the event 
houfo near the church of the Patriarchs, ia company with 
fume other devout perfons. They had been proftrate on the 
round and fixed in prayer from break of day till noon, when 
news was brought that Thecufa and her fix companions had 
been all thrown into the pond aforefaid, and there drowned. 
Theodotus, overjoyed at this account, rai fed himfclf on his 
knees, fhed a flood of tears, lifted up his hands to heaven, and 
i with a ioud voice returned thanks for the fuccefs of hisprayers„ 
He then enquired into the particulars of their fufferings and 
behaviour, and was told by one who had been in the crowd, and 
| had fcen all things that pafled, how that the virgins had flighted 
\ all the governour's fair fpeeches and promifes, had feverely re- 
buked the prieftefles of the heathen deities that prefented them 
the crowns and white garments which were the badges of 
their prieftly office, and rejected their offer with horrour 
and indignation. Whereupon the governour ordered them to 
be thrown into the deepeft part of the pond, with large ftones 
hung about their necks; which was accordingly executed. 
Theodotus, upon hearing this, confulted with the mailer of the 
houfcand one Polychronius,how they mould get the bodies of the 
I feven martyrs out of the water ; and in the evening they were 
informed, that the tafk was rendered more difficult by the 
guards the governour had polled near the pond. This news 
gave Theodotus a moft fen Able afHiclion. He left his com- 
pany, and went to the church of the Patriarchs ; but found the 
pagans had deprived him of the comfort he expected there by 
walling up the door. However, he proftrated himfclf with- 
out the church, near the fhcll where the altar flood, and con- 
tinued there fome time in prayer. From thence he made his 
way to another chinch, where finding the fame bar to his en- 
trance, he again threw himfclf on the ground near the build* 
ln gi and poured out his foul in fervent prayer. But hearing 
a great noife behind him, imagining he was purfued, he went 
"Ack to the houfe where he had left his friends, and Jay there 
t'jat night. Thecufa appeared to him in his d renin, reproached 
with taking his cafe, while ihc and the companions of 
lcr hidcrimwj were neglected ; conjured him by all the pains 

had taken for his education, and the afleclion he once bore 

her 
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her, to refcue their bodies from the fifties ; aflured him he fhould 
be called to a like trial within two days, and then bid him 
arife, and go directly to the pond, but to beware of a traitor. 

Upon this he arofe, and related his vifion to his companion? 
and as foon as it was day, fent two perfons to take a view of 
the guard, which they hoped would be drawn off on account of 
its being the feftival of Diana, but they were miftalccn. To 
engage the blcfling of God more effectually on their under- 
taking, they faffed till night, and then fet out, It was very 
dark, and neither moon nor ffars appeared, which enhanced 
the horrour of the place, it being where malefactors were exe- 
cuted. It was ftrewed with heads and fcattered remains of 
burned bodies. This fhocking fcene would probably have 
made them give over the attempt for that time, had not they 
been encouraged by a voice which called our faint by his name, 
and bid him go on boldly. Upon this invitation they made the 
fign of the crofs on their foreheads (<:), and immediately faw 
before them a light in the form of a crofs to the eafhvard. 
Xhey fell on their knees, adored God with their faces turned 
toward that glorious phenomenon, after which they went on; 
but it was fo dark that they could not fee one another; at the 
fame time a heavy rain fell, which made it fo dirty, that they 
could fcarce keep themfelves upon their legs. In this difficulty 
they had recourfe to prayer, and immediately a body of fire ap- 
peared, and moved beforethem : and two men clothed in dining 
garments appearing to them were heard to fay : " Theodotus, 
* c take courage, God has written thy name among the mar- 
« c tyrs : he has fent us to receive thee ; we are they whom they 
* c call the Fathers : thou wilt find near the pond Soiander 
« c in arms 3 and the guards are in a terrible confternation at 
<c the fight of him : but thou fhouldft not have brought a trai- 
« c tor with thee 5" this luft claufe none of the company under- 
flood. The florin ftill continuing, the thunder, wind and ram 
made the ccntinels very uncafy in their poft ; but the apparition 
of a man completely armed darting fire round him, was ton 
terrible to allow them to keep their ground. "J 'hey according y 
betook themfelves to the neighbouring cottages. '1 he way 
"being thus cleared for our martyr and his companions, follow- 
ing their guide, or luminous body before-mentioned, they cam 
to the fide of the pond ; and the wind raged fo violently, tliatj 
as it drove the water to the fides of the pond, it dilcoveict > 
bottom where the bodies of the virgins lay. Wll ^ cl !^ 
Theodotus and his companions drew out the bodies, laid 
upon hoifes, and carried them to the church of the 1 ati iai ^ J 

Mi* 

(r) Pcrtcrrrfaffi cruets figmm futV qnifque imfrfffit 
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near which they interred them. The names of thefe feven 
martyrs vere Thecufa, Alexandria, Claudia, Euphrafia, Ma- 
truna, Juliua and Phaina. 

The news of this removal of the faints bodies was fpread all 
over the town the next day; every chriftian that appeared was 
put to torture about it. Theodotus underffcmd ing that feveral 
jud i'CJii taken up, was for furrendering himfeif, and owning 
thefict: but the chriflians would not Jet him follow his in- 
clination*. PoJychronius, who had affifted our faint in car* 
rvi:\; oT the bodies of the feven virgins, the better to be 
informed of what pafled in the city, difguifed himfelf in a pea- 
fant's drcls, and went to the market-place. But he was difco- 
\crcd by fome, who knew him to be related to Thecufa, carried 
before the governour, examined, and being beaten by his order, 
and threatened with death, he was weak and bafe enough to 
Jay that Theodotus had taken av/ay the bodies, and dis- 
covered the place where he had concealed them. Upon 
which, orders were given for thefe valuable relicks to be taken 
up and burnt : and thus it appeared who way the traitor, a^ainft 
whom they had been cautioned. Theodotus being informed of 
this, took his laft farewel of the brethren ; begged their pray- 
ers, and prepared himfelf for the combat. They continued a 
long time in prayer, befeeching God to put an end to the per- 
fecution, and grant peace to the church. They then embraced 
him ; who making the fign of the crofs over his body 
went boldly to the place of trial. Meeting two of his old ac- 
quaintance and fellow- citizens on the way, they endeavoured 
to pcrfuadc him to provide for his own fecurity, before it was 
too late ; and told him the prieflefles of Diana and Minerva 
were that moment with the o;overnour- accufin<r him of dif- 
couragmg the worfhip of the gods, and that Polychronius too 
was there, ready to prove what he had alleged about his carry - 
f ft the bodies of the (even martyrs. 

I heodotus allured them they could not give him a more 
luMlantial proof of their resrard for him than by »r.oin<; to the 
maoiltrates, and telliiip; them the man, a^ainir wiiom thofu ar- 
tides were alleged, was at the door, and delired admittance, 
nuing come to the end of his journey, he with a I'milim* coun- 
tenance furveyed the fire, wheels, rucks and other inftrunicnts ol' 
torture which they had got icady upon thi:, occahon. 'Che go- 
vernour told him it was Itill in his power to avoid the torments 
prepared for the difobedicnt ; offered him his Iriendflup, af- 
iuiott hhii of the good will of the emperour, and promifed to 

(«) Ivtumque corpus fmtm fi. nv witch WHuictti* in fitidlurn jj't 
* mm *m{>* in : ifo, }> . 3 ,j r , 
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make him a prieff. of Apollo, and governour of the town, up on 
condition he would endeavour to recover his neighbours and 
friends from their delufion, and teach them to forget Jefus 
Chriir. Theodotus in his reply, on one hand infilled on the 
enormous crimes the heathen gods flood charged with even 
by their own poets and hiftorians $ and on the other, extolled 
the greatnefs and the miracles of Jefus Chrift. A difcourfe 
like this could not but incenfe the idolaters. The prieflefTes 
were fo tranfported with rage, that they rent their clothes, di- 
fheveled their hair, and tore their crowns which were the marks 
of their facrilegious dignity ; and the populace were very 
clamorous in demanding juftice on this enemy of their gods. 
The governour ordered. him to be ftretched on the rack, and 
every one feemed defirous of having a fhare in vindicating the 
honour of the offended deities. Several executioners were fuo 
ceilively employed in tearing his body with iron-hooks: then 
vinegar was poured upon his wounds, and his flefh burnt with 
torches. When the martyr fmelt the burning of his flefh, he 
turned his head afide a little 5 which the governour miftaking 
for a fign of his fainting under the torments, put him in mind 
that his prefent fuffcrings were all owing to his difrefpecl for the 
emperour, and contempt of the gods. The martyr told him 
he was miilaken in imagining he was in a yielding difpofition,be- 
caufe he turned his head afide j on the contrary, he could not help 
thinking that his officers did their duty carelefsly, and therefore 
intreated him to fee that his orders were better obeyed. He 
then bid him invent new tortures, which fhould all contribute 
to mew what courage Jefus Cbrift infpires into fuch as fuffer 
for him ; and let him know in plain terms, that while he was 
thus united to, and fupported by, his Saviour, he was an over- 
match for all the power of men. The governour furprifed 
and enraged at this freedom, commanded him to be ftruck on the 
jaws with a If one in order to beat out his teeth. But r i hco- 
dotus told him nothing of that nature could interrupt his con- 
vcrfation with his God, who would hear the language of his 
heart and fiiilcrings, if he fhould be deprived of the life of 
fpeech. The executioners were now quite tired out with la- 
bour, while the martyr feemed to feel nothing : upon which he 
was ordered back to prifbn, and referved for farther puniflnneut. 
As he went along, he took care to draw the eyes of the crowd 
on his mangled body, which he offered to their confident ion as 
a glorious proof of the power of Jefus Chrift, and the Jlrength 
lie gives to his fervants, of what condition foever, and pointing 
at his wounds: " It is but reaionable," faid lie, " that we 
** fhould oiler to Him fuch facrificcs, who was pleafed to let 

*' the example, ajid fubmit to be facriiieed for us." A 1 ihc . 
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end of fi^ days, the governour ordered Theodotus to be 
brought before him, and rinding his courage not the leaft abated, 
directed the executioners to ftretch him a fecond time upon the 
rack and open all his wounds. He then caufed him to be 
taken off and laid upon the ground, ftrewed with red hot 
tiles, which put him to inexpreflible torment. But finding him 
not to be overcome, though put upon the rack the third time 
and tortured as before, he condemned him to lofe his head : 
with ftricr. orders that his body fhould be burnt to prevent its 
beino- buried by the chriftians. The holy martyr being come to 
the place of execution, returned thanks to Jefus Chrift for his 
(trace and fupport under the torments iie had undergone, and 
for having made choice of him for a citizen of the heavenly 
Jerufalem : he alio begged of him to put an end to the per- 
fbcution, and grant peace to his afflicted church. Then turn- 
ing to the chriftians who attended him, bid them not weep, 
but rather thank God for having enabled him to finifh his 
courfe, and overcome the enemy ; and allured them that he 
would employ his charity in praying for them with confidence 
in heaven (a). After this fhort fpeech he chearfully received 
the fatal ftroke. The corpfe was then laid upon a large funeral 
pile, but before they could fet fire to it, they beheld it fur- 
rounded with fuch an extraordinary light that none durft ap- 
proach near enough to kindle it. This being reported to the 
governour, he ordered the body to be watched by a guard he 
difpatched thither for that purpofe. 

Fronto, the prieft of Malus, came to Ancyra that day with 
the view of carrying back the rclicks Theodutus had promifed 
him, and had brought with him the ring he had left in his) 
hands as a pledge. He had with him an Vs laden with wine 
of his own vineyard which he cultivated himfelf: this was pro- 
bably defigned as a prcfent to Theodotus. He reached the 
town in the evening ; his afs tired with the journey Jay down 
near the pile, and did not feern difpofed to go any farther. The 
foldiers invited him to pafs the night with them, where they 
aflured him he might be better accommodated than at an inn ; 
they having made themfelves the day before a hut of leeds and 
willow branches, near which they had kindled a fire and d relied 
their fupper juft as the prieft arrived, whom they invited to 
partake with them. Fronto accepted of their invitation, and 
tn return gave them a tafte of his wine- which they found ex- 
cellent, and of which tbey drank pietty fieely. They then be- 
gan to talk of what they had fullered on occaiion ol" the dead 

E c 2 bodies 
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bodies of feven women being carried away by one made of 
brafs, as they {aid, whofe body was now in their cuftody, 
Fronto defired they would explain tbemfelves, and let him into 
the ftory of the dead bodies and the brazen man. One of 
them undertook to give the particulars of the feven marti'/s 
the refcuc of their bodies, the feeming infenfibility of Theo- 
dotus, while under the fharpefl torments, which was the reafon 
of their calling him a man of brafs ; and the punifhment they 
had reafon to expect if they loft his body. Hereupon Fronto 
gave God thanks, and invoked his afiiftance on the prefentoc- 
cafion. After fupper, perceiving the guards in a dead deep, 
he took the venerable relicks of the martyr, put his ring upon 
his nnger, and laid the body on the afs, which, being let loofe, 
went directly home, where a church has been fince built in ho- 
nour of the martyr: and thus the faint's promife of furnifliing 
the prieft with relicks was made good. 

This account was drawn up by Nilus, who had lived with 
the martyr, had been his fellow~prifoner 5 and was an eye- 
witnefs of what he relates. 

On the fame DAY 

St Ve x a n t i us, M. He made a glorious confeflion of lus 
faith, and after fuffering many torments was beheaded in the per- 
fecucion of Decius in 250, at Camerino, a city near the Marqui- 
fate of Ancona, in Italy ; of which place he was a native. His 
body is kept with fmgular veneration in that city. Pope Cle- 
ment X. who had been bifhop of Camerino, had a particular 
devotion to this martyr, who fu fife red very young. 

St. Potamon, M. He was bifhop of Heraclea in Egypt. St. 
Athanafius fays he was doubly a martyr, under the Heathens and un- 
der the Arians. When Maximums Daia, or Daza, perfecuted the 
chriftians in 310, he glorioufly confe/Ted the faith, for which one of 
Jiis eyes was bored out, and probably the finews of one ham were 
cut, as in St. Paphnutius and others. The marks of his fuflering;- 
rendeied him confpicuous in the council of Nice in 325, in which 
lie exerted his zeal againll the Arians. He accompanied and de- 
fended St, Athanafius in the council of Tyre in 33 as was related 
in the life of that faint on the fecond of May- When the tyrant 
Oregory had ufurped the patriarchal chair of St. Athanafius. lie 
ivith'Philagrius, prefeel of Kgypty an apoflate to Arianifm unclcc 
Conftantius, travelled over all Egypt, tormenting and banifliing the 
catholicks ; and St. Potamon, for his diftinguiflicd zeal, was by their 
order beaten on his back with clubs fo long as to be left for dean. 
However, by the help of medicines, he came to himfelf, but dial 
ihortly alter a martyr for the divinity of the Son of God- — See St. 

Athanafius cp. ad Solit. & Apolog. Rutin. 1, 2. c 4. S. hpi™- 
Vr. 62. A y 
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St. PETER CELE5TINE, Pope, C. 

From his two mojl authenthk lives hi the A&a SS. and Bc-zovius. 

A. D. 1296. 

TJUMILITY ralfed this faint above the world, and 
A A preferved his foul free from its poifon, both amidft its 
flatteries and under its frowns. He was born in Apulia about the 
year 1221. His parents were very virtuous and charitable to the 
poor to the uttermoft of their abilities. After his father's death, 
his mother, though (he had eleven other fons, feeing his extraor- 
dinary inclination to piety, provided him with a literary education. 
His progrefs gave his friends great expectations ; but he always 
Confidered that he had only one affair in this world, and that 
an affair of infinite importance, the falvation of his foul : that 
no fecurity can be too great where an eternity is at flake : 
moreover, that the way to life is ftrait, the account which w® 
arc to give of all our actions and thoughts mo ft rigorous, the 
judge infinitely ^uft, and the ilfue either fovereign happinefs or 
fovcrcign mifery. He therefore made the means, by which he 
might beft fecure to himfelf that blUs for which alone he was 
created, his conftant ftudy. An eremitical ftate is only the 
vocation of fouls, which are already per feet in the excrcilcs of 
penance and contemplation. Peter had made the practice of 
both familiar to him from his tender years: and by a Joiif no- 
vice/hip was qualified for fuch a ftate, to which he found him- 
fcll ilrongly inclined. Therefore at twenty years of age he left 
the ichools, and retired to a folitary mountain, where" he made 
himfelf a little cell under ground, but fo fmall that he could 
fcarce Hand or lie down in it. Here he lived three years in 
great aufteritics ; during which he was often alfailed by vio- 
lent temptations ; but thefe he overcame by the help of fuch 
piadices and aufteritics as the grace of God fuggefted to him. 
Notvvithftanding the care he took to (cqi idler hunfell from the 
world, lie was difcovered, and Ibme time after compelled to en- 
ter into holy orders. He was ordained priori at Rome ; hut, 
Hi 1246, returned into Abruy//.o, and lived live yean, in a cave 

m wuwiit Morroni near Sulmona. lie received great favour 
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from heaven, the ufual recompence of contemplative fou; s w ^ 
have crucified their afi : c£Hons to this work! : but *hui the: are 
purchafed through fevere interiour trials; and with *uch Peter 
was frequently vi filed. He was alio molefted with ne&urnai 
illuiions during hit. fleep, by which he was dlmojfl driven to 
de/pair, in fo much that he durft- not fay niaft, raid once dcict- 
mined to abandon his fclitude : hut was encouraged by tin- ad- 
vice of a religious man, his confeftbr, who afiurcd him that it 
was no more than a Jlratagem of the enemy, by which he could 
not be hurt, if he defpifed it. For farther fati&fa&ion, he de- 
termined to go to Rome to confult the pope on that fubjecl zvA 
received great comfort by a vifion he was favoured with or: the 
road ; a certain holy abbot lately d eceafed appearing to Hut, 
who gave him the lame council, and ordered him -jturr 10 
his cell and offer c\cry dav the ! ' r ;U< faciifice, which h<: :<ccord- 
in'jly did. The wood on h: ■ ;unrain being cut d< .vn in 
1251, he with two c< •niranions removed to mount iV'^dla. 
There with the boughs vi trees and thorns theie three fexvgnts 
of God made tbemlc'v cs a liftle inclofure and Leila, in which 
they enjoyed more folk! pJeafurc than the great one; .J' the world 
can find in their flatcly palaces and gardens. 'I he devil fonic- 
times endeavoured to dimnb them; but they triumphed over 
his affault?. Many others were defirous to put thenrelves un- 
der his direction : but the fain*, alleged his incapacity to d i reel 
others. However, his humility was at length overcome, and 
he admitted thofe who kerned the moll: fcrvmf. 

Peter fpent always the greaieft part of the night in prayers 
and tears; which he did not interrupt, whiifr. he v.as employed in 
the day in corporal labour or in copying hooks. His body he 
always treated as a nr.it dangeious drmefHck enemy. He 
never eat flefh ; he ialied every day except Sunday. He 
kept four lents in the year r during three of which, and 
on all Fridays, lie took nothing but bread and water, wi- 
lds it were a few cabbage leaves in lieu of bread. '1 he 
bread which he ufed was fo hard, that it could only be 
chopped in y icces. His aolierities were exceflive, till lie 
was admonifi ed in a vifion not to dcltroy that body vvhieli his 
duty to God required him to fuppoJt. If the Holy CJJ10IL 
ibmetimes conducted the faints by cxtrordinary paths, we 
muft learn fi^m their fervour the condemnation oi our lloth, 
who dare und, • : . » ix c nothing for the fake of virtue, and who 
flnlnlc often undei mdifpcmahlc dutit... b't. Peter v/ore *' 
of horfe-hair lull oi Itiu.is* . nd a chain of iion about H'> wahb 
x l \c lay on the ground, or on a board, with a /lone < M' /j l 
wood for a pillow. It was his chicfefi. care always to jiounjn 

his foul with heavenly contemplation and prayer ; ycL he < id 

not 
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not refufe to others the comfort of his Spiritual Succours. He 
we advice, except on Wednesdays and Fridays, and during his 
k-nts which he palled in inviolable filence. Finding his Soli- 
tude too much difturbcd, he went with Some of his difciples to 
a cavern which was almoft inacceflible 011 the top of mount 
Ma^ella. This did but increafe the ardour of others to pur- 
Sue him. Wherefore he returned to mount Morroni, where 
many lived in Scattered cells under his direction;, till he aflem- 
bled them in a monaftery ; and in 1274 obtained of pope 
Gregory X. the approbation of his religious Order, under the 
rule of St. Bennet, which he reftored to its primitive Severity. 
The Saint lived to See thirty fix monasteries, and 6co monks 
and nuns : and this inftitute has been Since propagaied over 
all Europe, but is at prefent much mitigated. 

Upon the death of Nicholas IV. the Sec of Rome continued va- 
cant two years and three months, when the cardinals afiembled at 
Perugia unanimoufly chofe our faint for his Suceeilbur, out of pure 
regard to his eminent Sanctity. This election, on account of 
its diSintereftedneSs, met with a general applaufc, and the Saint 
Seemed the only perSon afflicted on the oceahou. He was in- 
deed alarmed beyond meaSure at the news ; and finding all the 
reafons, he could allege for his declining the charge, in efFeel.ua I, 
betook himSelf to flight in company with Robert, one of his 
monks, but was intercepted. He would gladly have engaged 
Robert ftill to attend him, but the good monk excufed him- 
Self by an anSwer worthy of a difciple of the Saint : " Com- 
" pel me not, Says he, to throw mySelf upon your thorns. I 
" am the companion of your flight, not of your exaltation." 
Peter thereupon dropt his requeff, and Sighing heroic: (Jod re- 
turned to Morroni, where the kings of Hungary and Naples, 
befidcs many cardinals and princes waited lor him. Thence 
he proceeded to the neighbouring cathedral of Aquila, to 
be ordained bifhop of Rome, being accompanied by the two 
kings, and an incredible number ol princes and others : 
yet could not be prevailed upon to travel any other way 
than riding on an afs : he even thought it a <neat deal 
that he did not go on Soot, as he dcSncd'to do. He was 
conSecratcd and crowned at Aquila on the 7.9th oS Augufi, 
taking the name or Celcuinc V. iiom an alluhon to the Latin 
name of heaven, where lie always dwelt in his heart ; his 
monks have been dillinguiihcd by the name of CcIclHncs 
ever Since. Charles, king of Naples, pcrSuadcd him to 
}.*,o with him to his capital, to regulate certain cede- 
iianical affairs of that kingdom, and to iill the vacant be- 
nehecs. The new pope diSgidlcd many ol the cardinals 
by employing ftrangeis in the conducting mattery the care 
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of which had been ufually cntrufted to them. He was foml 
times led by others into miftakes ; which gave occaf IOIUo 
complaints, and increafed his ownfciuplcs for having ^ 
upon him fo great a charge, to which he found himicif u:y. 
equal \ efpeciaSly on account of his want of experience in \\ )X - 
r/orld, and his not having ftudied the canon-law. He conti- 
nued his former aufteri ties, and built himfelf a cell of board; 
iii the midft of his palace, where he lived in folitude amidli 
the crowds which furrounded him, humble on the pinnacle of 
honour, and poor in the midft. of riches. He fiiut himfelf up 
to fpend the advent in retirement that he might pn pan- him- 
iVif for Chriftmas, having committed the care of the church to 
three cardinals. This again was an occafion of frefli fcnipic*, 
when he reflected that a paftor is bound himfelf to a perlonal 
attendance on the duties of his charge. Thefe fears of cou- 
frience, the weight of his dignity which he felt every day 
more and more infupportable, and the defire of enjoying him- 
felf in folitude, moved him at length to deliberate whether he 
might not rciign his dignity. He confulted cardinal Benedict 
Cajetan, a perfon the beft fkilled in the canon law, and o- 
thers, who agreed in their advice, that it was in the power of 
a pope to abdicate. When this became pubiick, many vi- 
gouroufly oppofed the motion : but no felicitations or motives 
could make the holy man alter his refolution. Wherefore 
fome days after, he held at Naples a confiftory of the cardinals, 
at which the king of Naples, and many others were pre font : 
before them he read the /oleum a£t of his abdication, then 
"laid afide his pontifical robes and ornaments, put on his religions 
habit, came down from his throne, and calf himfelf at the feu 
of the aflembJy, begging pardon for his faults, and exhouing 
the cardinals to repair them in the beiu manner they were able, 
hy choofing a worthy fucccflbur to St. Peter. Thus hav- 
ing fat in the chair four months, lie abdicated the lu- 
jprcnic dignity in the church, on the 1 3th of Duemljif 
1294, with greater joy than the moil ambitious man amid 

mount the throne of the richelt empire in the vvoiltl. \ Iii* 
the chearfulncfs of his countenance evidenced, no Ids than his 
words. Cardinal Benedict Cajetan, the ablc/i civilian Mid 
canonift of his age, was cholen in Jiis place, and crmvmu at 
Rome on the 16th of January following. Men, as it ulu.illy 
happens on fuch occafions, were divided in their (cntiments 
•with regard to this extraordinary action, of which we fci* a 
Jpecimen, In the writings of thole great men who in thai a;:c 
be^an to refiorc at J'lorcnce the true taJie of polile Jitei. 
Dante, who has liaincd his reputation with many b'ots in m 

moral and civil condudl, and his wojks with many iniuuu 
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j- an j unjuft prcpofleffions, afcribes this cefiion of Celeftine to 
l-pufilianimity. But this bafe cenfure is juftly chaftifed by his 
I', countryman Petrarch, who pafTed his unjuft and glorious ba- 
1 nifhmcnt at Vauclufc, near Avignon, refpedted by the whole 
I 'world, till he was courted by his citizens to honour his na- 
I .tive country again with his prefence, though he preferred to it a 
f" retirement at Padua, whilft the other pined away in exile at Ra- 
[ 'ver.na. This great man, fpeaking of the abdication of our 
I .ho. v pope, fays . " This aclion I call a fubJime and heaven- 
| « |y fortitude, which he only poflefles, who knows the emp- 
« tinefs of all worldly dignities. The contempt of honours 
„ }> anils from an heroick courage, not from a want of that 
f « virtue; as the defire of them fhews that a foul raifeth not 
'1 « herfel! above herfelf." 

& St. Celeftine immediately ftole away privately to his mo- 
f nafti-ry of the Holy Ghoft at Morroni. But feveral who were 
f ofrbiiili-d at fome acls of jultice and nece/Tary feverity in the 
, new pope, raifed various reports, as if he had by ambition and 
I , frau J lupplanted Celeftine : others advanced that a pope could 
f : .not reiign his dignity. Boniface, moreover, was alarmed at 
|" the multitudes which reforted to Morroni to fee Celeftine, on 
^account of the great reputation of his fan&ity ; and fearing he 
[•might be made a handle of by defigning men, the confequence 
f whereof might be fome difturbance in the church, he in- 
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f treated the king of Naples to fend him to Rome. The faint 
*• feeing that he could not be permitted to return to his cell, 
f bituok himfclf to flight, and put to fea, with a view to crofs 
( the Adrmick gulph ; but was driven back by contrary winds 
: into ihu harbour of Vieftc, where he was fecured by the go- 
■■viTimur, purfuant to an order of the king of Naples, and con- 
ducted to pope Boniface at Anagni. Boniface kept him fome 
ptimc 111 his own palace, often difcourfmg with him that he 
imuht di (cover if lie had ever contented to thofe that called his 



i alulu »uon null and invalid. The faint's unfeigned {impli- 
cit}; bearing evidence to the contrary, many advifed the pope 

to let nun at liberty, and fend him to his monattcry. But Bo- 
^Jilaec, alleging the dange r of tumults and of a fchilrn, con- 
■»U him in the citadel of Fumonc, nine miles from AnarnL 

™u -i fciiard of ioldiers. The author, of the life of the glint 
• thai he there fullered many infults and haidfhips, which 

) t ne ver drew from his mouth the lea/l word of complaint. 

- '^contrary, he font word to Honiface, by two cardinals 
;, ' I , !;! ,,t V l<) !i:c hlm > iHat he was content with his condition, 

nooiher: IK: ufed to fay with wonderful trail' 
«i .. 11 : ' 'Mired nothing in th c world hut a cell ; and a 
< U1 »vy have given me. 7 Uc fimg the divine praifa, 
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almofl: without interruption, with two of his monks who were 
ailigned him for his companions. On Whitfunday, in J2 m 
after he had heard mafs with extraordinary fervour, he* ta |] 
his guards that he fhoukl die before the end of the we |- 
He immediately fickened of a fever, and received extreme' 
wnclion. Even in that dying condition he would never i'u ncr 
a little ftraw to be ftrcwed on the hard boards upon whtdi he 
always lay, and prayed without interruption. On Saturday 
ihe 1*8 th of May, finifhing the laft pfalm of lauds at thofe 
■words : Let every fplrh praifc the Lcrd^ he calmly clofed his 
eyes to this world, and his foul p?fled to the company of the 
angels, he being 75 years old. During his ten months im- 
prifonment, he never abated any thing of his ordinary aufte- 
rities. Pope Boniface, with all the cardinals, performed his 
funeral obfequies at St. Peter's. His body was fumptuoufly bu- 
ried at Kerentino 5 but was afterwards tranflated to Aquila, and 
is kept in the church of the Celettines near that city. Many 
miracles are authentically recorded of him, and he was cano- 
nized by Clement V. in 1313. Boniface fell into great Ca- 
lamities. Philip the Fair 9 king of France, who was his de- 
clared enemy, fent a body of troops, under the command of 
William Nogaret, to fupport the confpiracy of Stephen and 
Chiarra Colonna againfl: him, by whom he was made prifoner 
at Anao-ni. After much ill treatment he was refcued out of 
their hands by the Urfini from Rome 5 but died foon alter of 
grief in 1303. 

On the fame DAY 

St. Pudentiana V. She was filler of St Praxcdes, and daughter 
of Pudcns, a Roman fenator, who was converted to the faith by 
the apoilles SS. Peter and Paul. Her feflival is mentioned in the 
facramentary of St. Gregory, iler church in Koine is cileciiici 
the moft ancient that is known in the world. It was in the m 
aces called the church of the Pallor, and is {aid to have been t«.e 
palace of Pudcns, in which St. Peter lodged and celebrated tin 

divine myllciies. . n r 

Sc. Dunstan, archbifliop of Canterbury, C. He was a nan coi 
the town of Glallenbury, of noble birth, and received us a uu- 
tion under certain Irifli monks, who were excellent inatters om 
fciences, and at that time refided at Glallenbury, which the Wj 
had left in a moil ruinous condition. Dunitan outilnpptu ' 
companions in every branch of literature which he tliou^lit * 
his attention, and was called to the court of the great ^ ' 
flan, a lover of virtue and learned men. He enjoyed Uitu - 
of that prince, above all the roll who had the honour to aN>»»' ^ 
perfon, till envy made him feel the ufual inflabihty of the r. 

of courtiers. Dunitan had in lw» youth received the cituu ^ 
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r every means of virtue, eipecially of modefty, purity and 
After he left the court he took the monaftick habit. 



I 



f ure and the letter orders, and from his cradle been fervent irt 

humility 

King advifed thereto by the bifhop of Winch efter „ WWJ MWltt . 
tien, who not long after ordained him prieft. When he was 
well grounded in the knowledge and praclice of the duties of his 
profeHion, the bifhop, on giving him proper inftruaions for his 
conduct, fent him to Glaftenbury with the view of ferving that 
church. Here he built for himfelf a fmall cell, five feet long and 
jvvo and a half broad, with an oratory, adjoining to the wall 
of the great church which was dedicated to the Mother of God. 
Jn wis hermitage he (pent his time in prayer and faftino-. He 
het! alfo his hours for manual labour, which is a part of penance, 
and neceiTary to fhun idlenefs. His labour confifted in making 
crofles, vials, cenfers and facred veftments : he likewife painted, 
and copied good books. King Athelftan dying after a glorious 
reign of nxteen years, the throne was filled by his brother Edmund, 
who fucceded to the crown in 900. His palace of Chedder was 
but nine miles from Glaftenbury, to which church he often re- 
formed with angular devotion, and having been long acquainted 
with the fandhty of St. Dunftan, he in Hailed him the nineteenth 
p abbot of that houfe from St. Brithwald, who was the firft Englifh- 
I man who had governed it 270 years before (a). King Edmund 
f had reigned only fix years and a half when he was treacheroufly 
t murdered. 



[a) The Weft-Saxon kings 
exceedingly enriched the abbey 
ji; of Glaftenbury, as may be fcen 
I by their charters extant in John 
I of Glaftenbury, &c. But it had 
j' been famous in the times of 
i the Britons, and its church was 
fcthcoldeft i n Britain, founded by 
Niofe who firft planted the faith 
| ofChiiil in this ifland; which 
1 happened about the end of the 
>'«gn of Tiberius fays Gildas, 
{though f^v at firft embraced it, 
fa* he adds. MetaphraUcs quotes 
!<" paliage from Eufeimi.s, im- 
!; Porting that St. Peter preached 
.m lmtam. Fortuimtm,, Sophro- 

fS W V^' . aflirm ,hc *w of St. 
Jtwat Icatt certain from 

K ufc bitis, 

of 



;;jnnlian, Origcn , 
I litfodorci, &c. that the light of 
?* 1 « P« had diffiifcd its rays 

Win T\ 100,1 aftcr th ^ii- 

; p r ion 0 | the apofllc,. William 
j^^lmcfbury, /, dc Antiquity 



tibus GlaJIonite, publifhed by the 
learned Thomas Gale, relates 
from very ancient records, that 
the old church of Glaftenbury 
was built by thofe who had fowrt 
the firft feeds of faith in Britain. 
This ifland amidft marfhes was 
firft called Avallona, or ifle of 
apples, from the Britifh word 
sJ<uat 9 apples, becaufe it abound- 
ed with apple-trees, which were 
very fcarce in thofe parts. When 
twelve brothers came from 
North- Britain to • feek ft: t ele- 
ments in that country, the 
youngell named Glaftcing, fet- 
tled in this ifland, which* from 
him took the name of Glaften- 
bury. William of Malmeilrury, 

/. de Jlntiq % G/*fl** m fays, that St. 

Patrick, in 433, finding in this 
ifland twelve anchorets, he ga- 
thered them together in a mo- 
nailery which he built near the 
ol4 church, and was himfelf the 

iiUt 
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murdered, and buried at Glaftenbury. His fens Edwi and 
gar being too young to govern, his brother Ed red was called 
to the crown, who did nothing but by the advice of n Dunlhp 
He ended his picus life in 955, and was fucceeded by hi^ nephay 
Edwi a moft debauched and prciligate youth, who on the very 
day on which he was anointed king, left his nobles at the rov^J 
banquet to go to fee his harlo: and impious flatterers. S:. Duitfan 
followed him, and endeavoured by a Severe check to put him k 
mind of the duty which he owed to God and men. In requital 
the tyrant banifhed him, perfecuted all the monks in his 
dom, and ruined all the abbeys which had efcaped the devaila- 
tion of the Danes, except Glaftenbury and A bbing ton. St. Dun- 
Jian fpent one year in exile in Flanders, and according to Of- 
bern, at St. Peter's at Ghent, where his vefhnent is ilill ftewn; 
but according to John of Glaftenbury, at St. Amand's ; the tra- 
dition and monuments of both places ihew, that he divided 
the year betwixt them. He filled all Flanders with the odour 
of his fanclity, and the example of his virtues : but the Mer- 
cians and northern provinces making off the yoke of the tyrant 
Edwi, placed the crown on Edgar, who immediately recalled St, 
Dunftan, made him his principal counfellour, and, in 957, pre. 
ferred him to the bifhopnek of Worceiler, to which he was con- 
fecrated by S. Odo archbifhop of Canterbury, The fee of Lon. 

do.i 



firft abbot. Some think this St. 

Patrick the fame who was the 
apoltle of Ireland: but all the 
Glaftenbury writers agree, that 
this St. Patrick died and lay 
buried at Glaftenbury. Moil 
of the Critifh faints of note, 
who lived before the coming of 
the Saxons, are faid to have 
been buried here, or at lealt 
to have for fomc time retir- 
ed to this place of devotion. 
The annals of the abbey of Mor- 
gan, in Glamorganlhire, juib- 
lifhod by Gale,, relate that, in 
1191, in digging a grave for a 
monk, were found here the bones 
of king Arthur, of an enormous 
fizc, with this in fc viption : Here 
lies the tiiujiriaus ^v//^ sir t bur 9 bu- 
ried in the ijh\ Jl-vallona : Thofe 

of his wife queen Guenhavcrc, 
with the hair entire, lay above his 
coffin in the fame grave. All 
rhclc facts are alio related by 
Johu of Glaftenbury, in his 



hiftory of that abbey, pbliftd 
by Mr. Hcarrie. This lalt au- 
thor enumerates the principal re- 
licks which were poftefled by 
this abbey, as thofe of SS. As- 
dan, Ceolfrid, Boifil, Bedc, Ben- 
net Gifcop, Ofwald, &c. (brought 
thiher from the north by king 
Edmund the elder in his victori- 
ous wars) alfo of St. ValeriusB. 
M. St Anaftafms, ami SS Ab< 
don and Senncn, given by king 
Edgar: St. David, *c. like- 
wife a confidence portion of 
the true crofs of Chrill, Rirea 
by king Alfred, who had rc 
ceived it from pope 
Some account of the rich 
fury formerly belonging to dw 
moil venerable church, in «m 
were innumerable iiiomuntfiM" 
the piety of all the inofl w m ' 
ous among the Wcll-b«» 
kings, maybe feen ™&ch^ ) 
of the faid John, ana in OwM* ' 



Martin. 
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L on becoming vacant fhortly after, he was compelled at the fame 
%me alio to govern that diocefs, notwithilanding his oppofition ; 
Pthe pnblick diforders requiring fo flrenuous a reformer of dif- 
Icipline and manners. King Edwi having reignd over all Eng- 
f; land one year, and over the louthern part four years, ended a wick- 
red life by an unhappy death in 959, when Edgar became fole mo- 
j-'narch of the Engliih nation, which he governed with the greatelt 
^coura^c, prudence and glory. In 961, St Dunftan was railed to the 
"' metropolitan fee of Canterbury, though he ufed every device poffi- 
, ble to decline that dignity. He was, moreover, appointed by pope 
f- JohnXLl. legate of the holy fee. Being veiled with this autho- 
t iity, he fet himfelf about re-eftabifhing every where ecclefiaflical 
1 discipline, which had been much impaired by the confufion of the 
|- Damih invafiony, and the tyranny of king Edwi : in which he was 
i powerfully protected by king Edgar, and aihfted by his two difciplcs 
I.St. Ethehvoid bifhop of WincheAer, and St. Gfwald bilhop of 
t Worceiter, and arch bifhop of York. Thcfe three prelates reitored 
f molt of die great monafteries in England. To ellabiifli in them an 
I uniform and perfect regular difcipline, St. Dunftan compiled Iht 
\ Oncer d of Ru/es t extant in Reyner and Spelman, in which he incor- 
porates fcveral old monaftick cuftoms with the rule of St. Bennett 
The reformation of the clergy was no lefs the objecTt of his zeal. 
^ For their ufe he drew up excellent regulations which may be feen. 

\.h Spelman (1) under this title ; Cano?is publifbed under kmg E<i%ar„ 

^Several among the fecular clergy were, through the diforder of" the 
|timcs, fallen into fo open a violation of the canons as to prefume to 
■marry. Thefe St. Dunflan expelled from the churches and mo- 
fo nallerics ; into which they had intruded themfelves, and brought in 
monks in their place ; who had been in podbfTion of divers of 
them, before the Danifh devaluations. At Winchefter, when 
6t Ethehvoid had ejected the fecular canons for incontinency, 
And pi n ced monks in his cathedral, the former appealed from 
|Jm proceedings. A fynod therefore was held at Winchcftcr in 
:pb8. In this venerable afTcmbly was heard a voice as coining 
Irom a crucifix in the place, which faid dilLinttly; " God f'or- 

bid it fliouid be fo. You have judged we 1 ' : to change your 
Jdecrte is not good." Upon which the fynod confirmed what 
.M.fithdwoId had done, and king Edward the martyr made this 
fdcttee a law of the Hate : St. Dunllan was no lch> vigorous in 
staining difcipline among the laity, in which no natives of hu- 



nan reject were ever able to daunt him, or to damp luteal. Kinr 
.Wgar had the nmdbrtune to fall into a fcandalous e.inu-, by dc- 
«ouni)g a virgin who had been educated in the monallery 0/ VVil- 
™ ,n » IintI who to elude hi;, purfuits had put on a religious veil, but 
?Jl . nia ? c a»y profcilion or vows. St. Dunllan being infonn- 

Wli !i a1 ' T nt in hallc to llwcuuu, and like an- 

nti N.-uhau reproved the king in a zealous, but re/pecUuJ man 

a Lh) 1 PnUCC lllUck with h^fiSi«l with n.any terns that 

' ^'«ancc might be enjoined him, and became a faithful 

mmt ot the perfect royal penitent David. The archbiihop en- 

. (1) Cone. Anjjl, t. i, p. ^47. 

joined 
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joined him a penance for feven years; during which term he was 
never to wear his crown, was ordered to faft twice a week, ac d\ Q 
give large alms. Another part of his penance was, to found a nun- 
uery, in which many holy virgins might confecrate themfdvej 
chafte fpoufes to Chrift, in fatisfaclion for his crime in having 
lated a virgin. Thefe conditions the king faithfully performed, and 
founded a rich monaftery of nuns at Shaftfbury. The term of his 
penance being clapfed in 973, St. Dunftan, in apublick aflemblyof 
the lords and prelates, fet the crown again upon his head. This 
great king ruled fixteen years, and dying in the 3 2d year of 
his age, left the kingdom to his eldeft fon Edward the martyr. The 
death of that pious young prince was a grievous affliction to St. 
Dunftan, who, when he crowned his younger brother in 979, fore- 
told the weaknefs and the dreadful calamities of his reign. The 



on of St, 



Welch bifhops had always been governed by the archbilhoj 
David's till about the year 983, when we find Gacon conlccraroJ bi. 
ihop of Landaff by St, Dunftan : from which time the fee of St. 
David's loft its metropolitical jurifdiction. St. Dunltan frequently 
vifited the churches over the whole kingdom, every where preach- 
ing and inftru&ing the faithful with great zeal. Such was the dig. 
nity and the eloquence with which he delivered the word of God, 
that few were fo hardened as to withftand the power of his ex- 
hortations. He employed his revenues in relieving the poor, here- 
conciled differences, refuted errours and laboured inceflantly in «. 
tirpating vices and abufes. But neither the care of his church, nor 
the attendance he was obliged often to give to the Hate, made him 
ever forget to find time for holy prayer and retirement : and after 
the occupations of the day, he watched late at night in the private 
communications of his foul with God. Glaftenbury was his dcarcft 
folitude, and thither he would often retire from the world, to devote 
Jiimfelf entirely to heavenly contemplation. At Canterbury it was 
always his cuftom to vifit in the night, even in the coldeft weather, 
the church of St. Auftin without the walls, and that of the BIcfledVir- 
oin adjoining to it. Finding himfelf taken ill in that city, he pre. 

. i . ^ r> i r. l 1 _ 1 _ ..Li: I*. L ... in nil Im 



pared himfelf for his laft hour by redoubling his fervour in ail lm 
praaices of penance and devotion. On the fcaft of the Afccnfionol 
our Lord, he preached thrice on that triumphant myttery, exhort. 
5ng all to follow our Redeemer and Head in fpirit and (lofire. 



Whilfl he fpoke, his countenance, like that of Mofes coming down 
from the mount, fecmcd to mine and dart forth rays of light. In 



the dole of his laft difcourfe, he begged the prayers of his au 
dience, and told his llock that God called him from then, 
which words all that heard him, were filled with inexprefhblcgrict. 



At 



3n the afternoon he went again to the church, and appointed anlac 
for his burial : then he took to his bed, and on the Saturday follow 
ing, the nineteenth of May, having received the Viaticum, be ca jny 
expired ; clofing his corpora! eyes to the world, at the lame Jim- 
opening thofc of his foul to behold God with his angels nu;ior,. 
J lis death happened the nineteenth of May, 988, the 
his a j«e , and 27th of his archiepifcopal dignity. 1 Je v ™ , 

rkd iii his own cathedral in tho plac« Jiff JuiU'iUToinic^ 
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rl f enbury relates, that his bones were tranflated to Glaflenbury in 
two years after the martyrdom of St. Elphege : but this at 
•• i{ 'could only be true of fome portion thereof. For in 1508, 
i^^biihop Warham found his relicks remaining under his monu- 
^-nt which was then on the fouth fide of the high altar. — See his 
in jviabillon [S*c. Ben. 5. p. 659.] by Oibern, precentor of 
Canterbury in 1070, and that by Eadmer w 1121, m Wharton, t. r. 

•,11. See alfo John of Giaflenbury, in his hiftory of thac ab- 
Icy, publifhed by Mr. Hearne. t. 1. p. 115. ad. p. 147. 
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St. BERNARD IN of Sienna, C, 

'From his two lives written with great exaclnefs by two of his inti~ 
mate friends \ the one the fane year in tvbicb be died, by Bar- 
tiaby of Siemia j the other by Maffei V ?ggio, foon after his 
(katb. 

A. D. 1444, 

T. Bernardin, ,a true d ifciple of St. Francis, and arc 

admirable preacher of the word of God, inflamed with the 
oft ardent love of our divine Redeemer, was made by God 
n inftrument to kindle the fame holy fire in innumerable fouls* 
nd to iufpirc them with his fpirit of humility and mecknefs. 
cwas born at Mafia in 1380, of the noble family of Al- 
izefchi, in the republick of Sienna. He loft his mother when 
c was but three years old, and his father, who was chief ma- 
iftrate of Mafia, before he was feven. The care of his cdu- 
tion devolved on a virtuous aunt called Diana, who infufed 
to his tender foul ardent fentimcnts of piety towards God, and 
tender devotion to his bleflcd Mother. This aunt always 
ved him as if he had been her own fon ; and indeed his to- 
a«lly difpofitions won him exceedingly the affccTions of all 
ho ever had the care of him. He was modeft, humble and 
v out; and took great delight in prayer, in vi firing churches^ 
rv '»g at mafs, and hearing fermons which he would repeat 
am to his companions with -mi admirable memory, and grace - 
toils ui action. In that tender age he had a great companion 
r l »e poor. One day it happened that his aunt font away ;i 
or perbu from tlie door without an alms, becaufe there was 

t one Juaf in the houfe for the dinner of the family. Jhm - 

nardin 
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nardin was much troubled to fee the beggar go away un- 
relieved, and faid to his aunt: " For God's lake, let us mve 



C6 



6C fomething to this poor man : otherwife I will neither dine 
nor fup this day. I had rather the poor fhould have a dinner 
than myfelf." This wonderfully comforted his good aunt 
who never ceafed to incite him to all virtues, and according to 
his ilrength to accuftom himfelf by degrees to faffing. Yountr 
as he was, he fafted every Saturday in honour of the Bleikd 
Virgin : which pious cuftom he always continued. At eleven 
years of age he was called to Sienna by his uncles, and put to 
fchool under the ableft matters, who all admired the quicknefs 
of his parts, and the folidity of his judgment ; but much mou- 
lds docility, modefty and virtue, if he chanced to hear anv 
word the lealt unbecoming, he by blufhing tuflifi.ee! what con- 
fufion it gave him, and how much it wounded his very heart : 
and though, he was otherwife moll: condefcending, civil and 
xefpectful to all, he could never bear with patience any in- 
decent difcourfe. For a (ingle word of that kind he fo fe- 
verely reprimanded a man of quality, that it was to him a 
warning during the remainder of his life to govern his tongue: 
and many years after, hearing Bernardin preach, he was fo 
moved, that lie feemed to be drowned in tears. The modefty 
of the virtuous youth was a check to the rnoft impudent, and 
kept them in awe in his prcfence : in whatever company, if the 
ivcrfation was too free, it was dropped when he appeared, 
and the very loofefl rakes would fay : cc Hufh : here conies 
* c Bernardin as the prefence of Cato among the Romans re- 
ftrained the lewd libertinifm of a feftival {a). Nor did the 
faint behave on thefe occafions in fuch a manner as might ren- 
der virtue the fubjecl: of ridicule, but with a furprifing dignity. 
Neverth clefs, an impure monfter had once the infolence to 
make an attempt upon his virginal purity, and to folicit him to 
fin. But the faint, not content to teftify his fcorn and indig- 
nation, excited the whole tioop of his little innocent play- 
fellows againff. the lewd villain, who pelted him with clods and 
ftoncs, and made him afhamcd any more to {hew his lace. 
Bernardin was exceeding comely and beautiful : but his known 
virtue fecured him from any farther affaults ; and he never 
ceafed to beg of God the grace of purity, particularly through 
the intra ccflion of the Bleflcd Virgin Mary. When he had 
completed the courfe of his philofophy, he applied himfelf to 
the Itudy of civil and canon law, and afterward to that of the 
holy fcriptures will) fuch ardour, that he could never from that 
time rclifli any other ftudy. 



{<*) Martial epu^r. 



At 
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At feventeen years of age, he enrolled himfeJf in the con- 
fraternity of our Lady in the hofpital of Scala, to ferve the fick. 
Here he began with new vigour to came his flefh by fevere fafts, 
watchings, bairfhirts, difciplines and other aufterities: but he 
applied himfelf more to the interiour mortification of his will, 
which rendered him always moft mild, fweet, patient and af- 
fable to every one. He had ferved this hofpital four years, 
when, in 1400, a dreadful pefHJencc which had already made 
treat havock in feveral other parts of Italy, and was increafed 
by the concourfe of pilgrims to the jubilee, reached Sienna ; 
in fo much that twelve, eighteen or twenty perfons died every- 
day in this hofpital, and among others were carried off aimoft 
all the priefts, apothecaries and fervants that belonged to the 
place. Bernard in therefore perfuaded twelve young men to 
bear him company in the fervice of the hofpital, expecting hea- 
ven for their fpeedy recompence : and they all ftrove which 
fhould come up the nearer! to Bernardin in chearfulnefs, hu- 
mility and afliduity in performing the moft abject offices, and 
in exerting themfelves in the fervice of the fide. The faint 
was entrufted in a manner with the whole care of the hofpital, 
which, in the fpace of four months, he put into excellent or- 
der. It is hardly credible how many lives he faved, or with 
what charity and pains he night and day attended the patients, 
and furnifhed them with every comfort and fuccour, which it 
was in his power to afford them. God preferved him from the 
contagion during thefe four months, at the end of which the pefti- 
lenceceafed. He then returned home, but lick of a fever which 
he had contracted by his fatigues, which obliged him to keep his 
bed four months ; during which time he edified the city, no 
lefs by his refignation and patience, than he had done by his 
chanty. He was fcarce well recovered when he returned to 
the like works of charity, and with incredible patience attended 
a dying aunt for fourteen months, named Bartholomxa, a wo- 
man of great piety, who was blind and bed -ridden. When 
God had called her to himfeJf, Bernardin retired to a houfe at 
fomc diitancc from the city, making the walls of his garden 
the bounds of his inclofurc. fdeic in folitude, farting and prayer 
he endeavoured to learn the will of God in the choice of a 
ft at C of life. After fomc time, he took the habit of the Order 
ol St. Francis, among the fathers of the Stridt Obfcrv ance, at 
Colombiere, a fblitary convent, a few miles from Sienna ; and 
alter the year of his noviciate, made his profeflion on the eighth 
of September 1404. Having been horn on the feait of the 
Nativity of the Hlcfled Virgin, out of devotion to her, he 
chofe the fame day for the principal actions of his life : on it 
he took the religious habit, made his vowsj fa id his ill ft mafs, 

Vot. II. F f and 
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and preached his firft fermon. His fervour increafed daily; and 
vvhilft fome fought interpretations to mollify the feverity of the 
rule, he was always Itudying to add to it greater aufierities and 
hcroick practices of virtue, the more perfectly to crucify in 
himfelf the old man. He was pleafed with infults and humi- 
liations, and whatever could be agreeable to the moft ardent 
fpint of humility and felf-denial. When he went through the 
fireets in a threadbare mort habit, the boys fometimes cart 
ftones at him, with injurious language : in which contempt the 
faint found a lingular joy and fatisfaction. He fhewed the fame 
fentiments, when a near kinfman with bitter invectives re- 
proached him, as difgracing his friends by the mean and con- 
temptible manner of life he had embraced. Thefe and all 
other virtues he learned in the living book of Chrift crucified^ 
which he ftudied night and day, often proftrate before a cru- 
cifix, from which he feemed one day to hear our Lord fpeak 
thus to him : " My fon, behold me hanging upon a crofs: if 
<c thou loveft me, or art defirous to imitate me, be thou alfo 
tc fattened naked to thy crofs, and follow me; thus thou wilt 
tc allured ly find me." In the fame fchool he learned an in- 
variable zeal for the falvation of fouls, redeemed by the blood of 
Chrift. Having in retirement prepared himfelf for the office of 
preaching, his fuperiours ordered him to employ his talent that 
way for the benefit of others. He laboured under a natural 
impediment from a weaknefs and hoarfenefs of voice : the re- 
moval of which obftacle he obtained by addrefling himfelf to 
his glorious patronefs the mother of God. For fourteen years 
his labours were confined to his own country : but when the 
reputation of his virtue was fpread abroad, he {hone as a bright 
light to the whole church. 

In vain doth the minifter of God confide in the wealc re- 
sources of mere human eloquence and pomp of words, by 
which he rather debafes the dignity and majefty of the facred 
craclcs. Whilft he plcafcs the ear and gains the applaufe of his 
audience, he leaves their hearts dry. The great apoftlc of 
Andalufia, the venerable holy John D'Avila, being denied to lay 
down fome rules for the art of preaching, anfwercd, he knew 
no other art than the moft ardent love of God and zeal for 
his honour. He ufed to fay to young clergymen, that one 
word fpoken by a man of prayer would do more good, and 
have a more powerful influence than all the moft eloquent di(- 
courfes : for it is only the language of the heart that fpcalcs to 
the heart : and a life of mortification and prayer not only 
draws down the dew of the divine bencdiciion upon the labours 
of the preacher, but it repl en i flies his ibul with a fincerc fpint 

of humility, conipunftiwi and nil virtues* and wUh a« expeu-j 
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mental knowledge and feeling fenfe of the great truths which 
he delivers. Zealous min liters who are filled with the fpirit of 
God, are a great bleffing to the people among whom they la- 
bour : and this reflection unfolds the fecret how faints poflefs lb 
extraordinary a grace of converting fouls to God. This was 
the excellent talent of Bernard in. They who heard him preach, 
felt their fouls to melt. in fentiments of compunction, divine 
love, humility and the contempt of the world, and returned 
home new men, ftr iking their breafts, and bathed in tears* 
The word of God was in his mouth as a fire, and as a ham- 1 
mer breaking the hardeft rocks. Another eminent preacher of 
his Order being afked the reafon why his fermons did not pro- 
duce equal fruit with thofe of 13emardin, anfwered " Brother 
u Ikrnardin is a fiery glowing coal. What is only warm hath 
€C not the power of kindling a fire in others like the burning 
" coal." The faint himfelf being conftilted what was the way 
to preach with profit, gave this rule: cc In all your actions feek 
" in the fir ft place the kingdom of God and his glory , direcTfc 
" all you do purely to his honour; perfeverc in brotherly cha- 
" rity, and praclife firft all that you defire to teach others. 
" By this means the Holy Ghoft will be your mafter, and will 
" give you fuch wifdoni and fuch a tongue that no adverfary 
56 will be able to ftand againft you." This he faithfully 
practifed, and from his a.Hiduous communication with God he 
imbibed that eminent fpirit ,of virtue which gave him the moft 
powerful afcendant over the hearts of men. Among the great 
truths of religion, he principally laboured to inculcate a fmcer.e 
contempt of the vanity of the world, and an ardent love of pur 
Bleflid Redeemer. Pie wifhed he could cry out with a trumpet 
which c iuld be heard over the whole earth, that he might 
found aloud in the ears of all men that great oracle of thjc 
Holy Ghoft : O ye fons of 7tien^ bow long will yo 11 be (lull of heart ? 
JVJ)y do you love vanity 1 and feci: after lyivg ( i) ? O children^ bow 
long will you love childijlmejs (2)? And he never ccafed with the 
thunder of his voice to raifc men from groveling always on this 
earth, to the confideration of the things which belong to their 
eternal welfare, and to the love of Jcfus Chrift. So much was 
he attested with the inyfter.ies oi the incarnation and fu fieri ngs 
of the Son of God, that he could never pronounce his facrcJ 
name without appearing in tranfporis of love and adoration. 
Ohcn at the end of his feimon, he fhewed to the people the 
iacieci name of Jcfus curioufly cut on a hoard with gold letters? 
inviting them to adore Chritl with him on their knees, re- 
citing a pious doxology. This was mifconUrucd by foine who 



(i) Pfal. iv, 3. (2) Prov. i. 22. 
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alfo cavilled at certain expreilions which he had ufed. Upon 
their complaints, pope Martin V. fummoned him to appear, and 
commanded him fdence for a while. The humble faint meek- 
ly acquiefced without making any reply. But his Holinefs, af- 
ter a full examination of his doctrine and conduct, difmiffed 
him with his benediction, high commendations, and ample 
leave to preach every where. The fame pope prefTed him to 
accept the biflroprick of Sienna in 1427 ; but he declined that 
dignity, alleging for his excufe, that if he were confined to one 
church, he could no longer employ himfelf in the fervice of fo 
many fouls. In 1431, he no lefs refolutely refufed that of Fer- 
rara, which Eugenius III. earneftly defired to confer upon him, 
and again that of Urbino in 1435. When the faint preached 
firft at Milan, the haughty duke Philip Mary Vifconti (a) took 
offence at certain things which he had faid in his fermons, and 
threatened him with death, if he fhould prefume to fpeak. 
any more on fuch fubjects : but the faint declared, that no 
greater happinefs could befal him than to die for the truth. 
The duke to try him, fent him a prefent of 100 ducats of 
gold in a golden bowl. The faint excufed himfelf from re- 
ceiving the money to two different meffengcrs ; but being com- 
pelled by a third to accept it, he took the melTenger with him to 
the prifons, and laid it all out in his prefence in releafing 
debtors. This difintereftednefs turned the duke's averfion into 
the greateft veneration for the faint ever after. 

St. Bernardin preached feveral times through the greateft part 
of Italy ; fome fay alfo in Spain : but this feems uncertain. 
Nothing was more fpoken of over all Italy than the wonderful 
fruit of his fermons ; miraculous converfions, reflitution of ill- 
gotten goods, reparations of injuries, and heroick examples of 
virtue. Thefa6tions of the Guclfs and Gibellins then horribly 
divided many cities in Italy, and gave frequent employment to 
the faint. Hearing once of a great diflenfion at Perugia, he 
flattened thither from the marquifate of Ancona, and entering 
the city, thus addreflcd the inhabitants: c< God, who is highly 
offended at this divifion among you, hath fent me as his an- 
* c gel to proclaim peace to men of good will upon earth" Af- 
ter preaching four fermons to pcrfuade them to a mutual for- 

givenefs 

(a) In him was extinct the fa- conti, in 1447, devolved upon 
anily of Vifconti, defcended by Francis Sforza, his general, to 
a younger branch from one of whom he had given his natural 
the I o in bard kings. They were daughter in marriage. Whence 
iiril tfifcounts, or deputy -govcr- enfued the bloody ware but vv ecu 
uours, and afierwurd dulcca of the empcrQurs, JKrcach and Mi- 
Milan ; which foveignity, upon lancfc. 

*hc death of Fhihp Mary Yif- 
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givenefs of all injuries, and a general amnefty, at the end of the 
laft, he bad all thofe who forgave each other, and defired to 
live in peace, to pafs to the right-hand. All prefent did fo, 
except one young nobleman who ftaid on the left, muttering 
fomething between his teeth. The faint, after a fevere re- 
proach, foretold him his fudden death, which happened foon af- 
ter, and without the benefit of the facraments. In 1433, he ac- 
companied the emperour Sigifmund to his coronation at Rome: 
after which he retired for a fhorc time to Sienna, where he put 
the finilhing hand to his works (b). 

Amidft the greateft applaufe and honours the moft fincere hu- 
mility always appeared in his words and actions j and he ever 
ftudied to conceal the talents with which God had enriched 
him. How great his efteem of humility was, he teftified when 
a brother of his Order afked him the means by which he might 
fpeedily arrive at perfection., The faint inftead of giving him 
any anfwer by words, threw himfelf at his feet; fhewing at the 
fame time his own great affection to humility, and alfo that this 
virtue raifes the foul to divine love and every grace. God, how- 
ever, was pleafed to honour his fervant before men. Befides 
feveral predictions, and miraculous cures of many lepers and 
other fick perfons, the faint is recorded to have raifed four dead 
to life. He was appointed vicar general of his Order, of the 
Strict Obfervance, in Italy in 1438, in which he fettled a rigor- 
ous reformation ; but after five years obtained a difcharge from 
his office: and in his old age continued the function of preach- 
ing through Romania, Ferrara and Lombardy. He returned to 
Sienna in 1444, preached a mofl pathetick farewel fermon at 
Mafia on concord and unity, and being taken ill of a malig- 
nant fever on the road, frill preached as ufual till he arrived at 
Aquila in Abruzzo. There being confined to his bed, he pre- 
pared himfelf for his pafTage out of this life by the rites of the 
church. When he was fpeechlefs, he made a fign to be taken 
off his bed, and laid upon the floor; where lifting up his eyes 
to heaven, he furrendered his pure foul into the hands of his 
Creator, on the twentieth of May, 1444, after a life of fixty- 
three years, eight months, and thirteen clays. His tomb was 
rendered illurhious by many miracles, and be was canonized by 
Nicholas V. in 1450. His body is kept in a cryfral fhrinc, en- 
clofed in one of filver, in the church of his Order at Aquila. 

F f J On 



(£) They are printed at Paris in 1636, in 5 Tomes. They treat 
chiefly on prayer, divinwlove, the life t>f Chrift, and the lall things. 
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On the fame DAY 

St. E t h elbe rt, king of the Eaft-Angles, M. In his childhood, 
after the hours of his ltudies, he Hole away from his fchool -fellows 
when Uicy went to play, and fpent moft of the rime allotted -:o re. 
preation in prayer. He fucceedeJ young his father L.thelred in his 
kingdom, winch he ruled forty- four years, according to the max.'ms 
of fTperfect faint. It was his ufuaJ laying- that the higher a ftaiiou 
£3 in which a man is placed, the more humble and benevolent he 
ou-'ht to be And this was the rule of his own conduct. To fee u re 
the tranquillity of his kingdom by an heir, he was perfuaced to 
marry ; an d having heard much of the virtue of Alfred*, the 
(daughter of Offa, the powerful king of the Mercians, he thought of 
making her his royal confort Tn this defign he paid a vifit to that 
kin^, who refided'at Sutton-Wallis, on the river Lugg, four Miles 
from the place where Hereford now /kinds. lie was courteo oily 
entertained, but after fome days treacheroufly murdeicd by G-im- 
bcrt, an officer of king OfFa, through, the contrivance of queen 
Quendrc'^a, that his kingdom might be added to tlurir own. This 
happened in 793. He was privately buried, at Maurdinc or Marden ; 
but his body being glorified by miracles it was foon after removed to 
a fair church at Kernley, that is, Heath of Fern, now called Here- 
ford ; which town had its rife from this church, which bore the name 
of St. Etheldred when Wilfrid, king of Mercia much enlarged and 
enriched the fame Quendreda died miferably within three months 
after her crime. Her daughter Alfreda devoted herfelf to (.'iod,and 
led a penitential folitary life at Croyland airidffc the fenns. Offa 
endeavoured to atone for the fin of his queen by a pilgrimage to 
Rome, where he founded a fchool for the Englifh after the example 
of king Jna, who had erefted one in that ci'y in 726, when he 
eftablifhed the Peter-pence among the Well-Saxons, which Ofia on 
this occafion extended to the Mercians in 794. Egfr;.:'. the only 
fon of Offa, died after a reign of fome months, and the Mercian 
crown was tranflated into another family of the pofteriiy of Penda. 
tTow fliarp aie the thorns of ambition ! whereas virtue find', its 
peace andcrown whether in adverfity or in pro! peri ty. — See Haipi- 
field, Malmcfbury and Lcland liincr. T. 8. p. 56 who quotes the 
life of St Etheldred written by CiraUius Cambrenfia ; aHo by Of- 

bcit do Claro. 
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St. FELIX of Cantalicio, C. 

From the afls of his beatification^ and from bis life written by 

F. "John Baptiji of Perugia. See Papebrocb. 

A. D. 1587. 

ST. Felix was born of poor, but virtuous parents, at Can- 
talicio, near Citta Ducale, in the Ecclefiaftical State, in 
15 13. For his extraordinary piety he was, from his infancy, 
furnameel the Saint. At the time when in his childhood he 

11 

kept cattle, and when afterwards he followed tillage and hus- 
bandry work, he was careful to fancTify his labour by a perfect 
fpirit of penance. And he accompanied all his actions with 
devout prayer, fo as even then to lead the life rather of a her* 
mitthan of a country labourer. He watched during part of the 
night in holy meditation, and to his painful life he added the 
aufterity of rigorous abftinence and fafting. He contrived, 
without prejudice to his work, every day to hear mafs, and he 
declined the ordinary amufements of thofc of his age. Oft 
in the fields when he had drove his cattle into fomc folitary 
pafture, he would pray for feveral hours together at the foot of 
fome tree, before a crofs which with his knife he had cut in the 
hark. At twelve years of age his father put him out to fcrvice, 
in quality, firft of fhephcrd, and afterwards of hufbandman, in 
the family of Mark Tully Pichi, a virtuous gentleman who 
lived at Citta Ducale. In his tender years, before the faculties 
of his mind were fufficiently opened to qualify him for deep re- 
flection and long meditation, his prayer chiefly confined of the 
Our Father, Hail Mary, Creed, and Glory be to the Father, &c\ 
especially of certain petitions of the Lord's prayer, which he 
feerned aim oft never to ceafe repeating in the fields with won- 
derful devotion. He was yet young, when he learned to ha- 
bituate himfelf to the practice of holy meditation during his 
labour, and he foon attained to the perfection of heavenly 
contemplation, whereby the fire of divine ailed! ions is readi- 
ly kindled in the heart by the I call thought on ( toil, as touch - 

Wood catches the flame; whereas holy meditation calls in the 

F f 4 fuCv.OUV 
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fuccour of reafoning, drawn from the truths of faith, to ex- 
cite ardent affeclions of virtue in the foul. It is a miftake to 
imagine that this exercife requires learning or fublime thoughts. 
Pious meditation is not a dry philofophical fpecu!ation° Jt 
chiefly confifts in the affedtions of the will, and in profound 
fentiments of adoration, praife, compunction, humility and 
other virtues. To be capable of this exercife, it is enough 
that a perfon has an underftanding to know God, and a heart 
capable of feeling the power of his love. The moll: ignorant 
man can repeat often to God that he defires earneftly to love 
him, and always to glorify his holy name; he can bewail his 
ingratitude and fins, confefs his weaknefs, and implore the di- 
vine pity and fuccour. To do this well, the mo ft eflential dif- 
pohtions are humility and fimplicity of heart ; and to this holy 
art there is no greater enemy, than that worldly fcience which 
f wells the mind with fecret felf-fufliciency and pride. Even in 
a religious houfe this gift may be often denied to many who are 
diftinguifhed by their learning or dignities ( 1 ), whilft an il- 
literate fervent lay-brother, who by per feci: humility, obedience 
and felf-denial, has crucified in his heart all felMove and in- 
ordinate attachments to creatures, finds wings continually to 
foar to God by high contemplation. Even in the world our 
faint, whilft he followed the plough, attained this gift. The 
tradtablenefs and inftincl of the hearts, the patniulnefs of his la- 
bour, the barrennefs of the earth accurfed by fin, the vanity of 
the world, the blindnefs of finners, the fight of the heavens, 
the obedience of all nature, the beauty of the verdant fields, 
the watered lawns, and hanging forefts : every objeft ferved to 
xaife his heart to the praife of his Creator, or excite him to de- 
plore in his fight his own fpiritual miferies, and his diftancc 
from Him. In God, in himfclf, and in all creatures round 
about him, he found a perpetual fund of pious thoughts and 
aflecYions : but the fufferings of our Divine Redeemer were the 
jnoft tender object of his devotions : and he was never weary 
in contemplating that great myilcry, nor in paying to his 
loving Saviour the homages of adoration, love and thank. (giving* 
renewing always the molt perfect dedication of hi in fell to hife 
fervicc. He was mod humble, charitable, meek, and always 
chcarful. He fpoke little, (hunncd the company of thole whole 
conduct appeared irregular, abhorred all murmurs, complaints 
and impatience. No injury or iniult could provoke him to 
anger; and if any one reviled him, he was wont to fay with an 
engaging fwcetnefs : " 1 pray God, you may become a faint. 
The lervant of God found all the means of peri eel fanclifi- 



(1) See Loudon, Regnc de Dieu dans I'ame. c. 1. 
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cation in his condition in the world : but God was plea fed, for 
his greater advancement, to call him to a penitential religious 
ftate : to which grace two accidents contributed to difpofe him. 
As he was one day driving the plough, at the fight of his mafter, 
who came up drefTed in black, the young oxen ftarted, and 
dragged the plough over his body : yet he received no huru 
Graritude for this merciful deliverance infpired him with an 
ardent defire of confecrating himfelf to the divine fervice. And 
by hearing foon after the Jives of fome of the ancient fathers of 
the defert read at his mailer's houfe, he became extremely de- 
iirous to imitate them. 

The ftate of a lay -brother among the Capuchin friars feemed 
to him befl to fuit his defign. He therefore petitioned for 
the habit, and was admitted to it at Citta Ducale. The guar- 
dian when he gave him the habit, fhewed him a crucifix, 
explaining to him what our Saviour had fufFered for us, and ia 
what manner we ought to imitate him by a life of humilia- 
tion and felf-denia). At that moving fight Felix burft into 
a flood of tears, and felt in his breaft a vehement defire of 
bearing in himfelf, by the mortification of the flefh, the image 
of the fufFerings of that Man-God, by which he might re- 
femble his crucified mafter, and fubdue in himfelf the old 
man. He performed his noviciate at Anticoli, and appeared 
already filled with the perfect fpirit of his Order, efpecially 
with a fincere love of poverty, humiliations and the crofs. He 
often caft himfelf at the feet of his mafter of novices, earneft- 
ly begging him to double bis penances and mortifications, and 
to treat him with greater harfhnefs and fe verity than the reft, 
who, he laid, were more docile, and naturally more inclined 
to virtue. By this holy hatred and contempt of himfelf, he 
laid the foundation of fo eminent a degree of fanclity, that 
his fellow- religious ufually called him the Saint. He was 
thirty years of age when he made his folcmn vows in 1545* 
lour years after which he was fettled in the convent of his 
Order in Rome, and appointed Queflcr, whofe office it is to 
collect the daily alms for the fubiiftencc of the community. 
This ofRcc requires a pcifon of eminent virtue and prudence, 
and already perfect in the fpirit of his Order, who may be 
able to refift that of the world, which is that of covetoufnefs 
and diflipation, capitally contrary to his ilridtcfl obligations 
(tf). .But the frequent occafions of humiliation, contempt 
and fullering, which attend this a£lion, afford occafions for 
ihe exercife of penance, humility, patience, mceknefs and other 



* 

I") Sec on this F. D'non, Capuchin friar, Tr. dca oblig. des 
Wig. T, z% 
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virtues* In this circumftance Felix thought himfelf moil 
happy : for no ambitious man is more greedy of honours than 
Felix: appeared to be of contempt, which out of fin cere humi- 
lity he looked upon as his due. His recollection, furrered no 
interruption. He never fpoke unlefs o-'liged by neceffity, and 
then in very few words, and with an edifying prudence and 
humility. He walked with his eyes caff down, but his heart 
was always raifed to God by prayer. No objects feerned to 
turn his mind from heavenly things, becaufe he retrained his 
eyes from curiofity or vanity, and confidered God and his 
•will in every thing. He was much delighted with ac~ls of praife, 
adoration and thank/giving ; and he often repeated to others 
the words Deo gratins, inviting them to join with him in 
thanking God for all things. With the leave of his fupe- 
riours, who placed an entire confidence in his piety and dif- 
cretion, he aflifted the poor abundantly out of the alms which 
lie iraihered. He vifited the fick with the moil tender charitv, 
and fucked himfelf their moll Joathfome ulcers. He admo- 
nifbed finners, arid exhorted all to piety, efpecially dying 
perfons, with a moft moving unction and prudence. St. Philip 
Neri often converfed with him, being wonderfully delighted 
with that excellent fpirit of humility and piety which he dif- 
coveied in his foul, and in his whole deportment. 

He always p refer ved his purity unfpotted both in mind and 
body, guarding it by the ft ri cleft watchfulnefs over his fenfes, 
efpecially his eyes : and he never looked any woman in the 
face. He walked always barefoot even without fandals, and 
chaftifed his body with incredible aufterities ; he wore a fliirt 
of iron links and plates ftudded with rough fpikes ; and when 
he could do it without too remarkable a Angularity, he fafted 
on bread and water : on the three laft days in lent, he cat 
nothing at ail. He privately ufed to pick out of the bafket the 
cruris left by the other religious for his own dinner. He watched 
a great part of the nights in prayer, allowing himfelf only two 
or three hours for flecp, which he ufually took on his knees, 
leaning his head againft a faggot, or lying down on the boards 
or on twig*?. At the leaft lign given him by any fuperiour, 
he was always ready to do whatever was ordered him He 
always called himfelf the afs, or beaft of burden to fcrve the 
community, and regarded himfelf as one who was not to be 
ranked among the religious brethren. He thought liimfcli 
unworthy even to convcrfe with them : and on that ac- 
count, when with them, he fpoke very little. If any on0 cul }~ 
tradicied him in indifferent things, he readily aefjmefccd in 
what they laid, and was filent. When he cat alone, and 

thought no one faw him* he practifed txccilivc aufterities ; 
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but when he dined in company with others, he endeavoured 
ordinarily to fhun any Angularity that could be taken notice of. 
It was his ftudy to conceal from others as much as poflible 
all heavenly favours which he received, and to avoid whatever 
jijicrht give them a good opinion of him. He difguifed his 
mortifications under various pretences, and excufed his going 
without fandals, faying he walked more eafiJy without them, 
but fupprefled the inconveniencies he felt in that mortification. 
In ferving at mafs, he was fometimes fo overpowered by 
the abundance of his tears, and tranlported in extafies of 
divine love, that he was not able to anfwer the prieft. The 
fire of divine love which burnt in his breaft, made him often 
fine; fliort fpiritual canticles, which it alfo infpired him to 
cornpofc in a plain fimple tfyle, but full of heavenly fentiments- 
In linging them he was often feen quite ravifhed and ab- 
forpt in God. He had the moil ardent devotion to the paf- 
fion of Chrift, and in meditating on it ufually watered the 
ground with abundant tears. The habitual union of his heart 
with God made him often not perceive others near him, and 
fometimes he did not know who had been his companion 
abroad. When a certain brother in religion afked him, how 
he could preferve fo perfect a recollection amidft the variety 
of objects which he met in his office abroad ; he anfwered : 
a Why, brother, every creature in the world will raife our 
" hearts to God, if we look upon it with a good eye.' 7 
The extraordinary raptures, with which he was often favour- 
ed in prayer, are not to be exprefled by words. He perform- 
ed the office of the brother Quefter for his community in Rome 
forty years. When he was grown old, the cardinal protector, 
who loved him exceedingly for his extraordinary virtue, told 
his fupciiours that they ought now to eafe him of that burden. 
But Felix begged that he might be {hewn no indulgence, left 
by receiving earthly favours he fhould be deprived of thofe 
which are heavenly ; for the foul grows more fluggifh if the 
body be too much chcri filed. Being feventy two years old, 
he foretold his death to fevcral companions, and to certain 
pinions that lay dying. He foon after fell fick of a fever, 
and was comforted' by a vifion of the Belled Virgin, accom- 
panied with many holy angels. Shonly after this favour, he 
in ineat fpiritual joy expired on the 18th of May 1 5H 7. 
Many miracles were juridically approved, and St. Felix was 
beatified by Urban VIII. in 16**5, and c;.:ioni'/,ed by Cle- 
ment XI. in 1721. His body remains in ll»e church of his 
Order in Rome. St. Felix, though little in the eyes of tie 
world, and in his own, was great before Clod. 'I he 

poverty of a Lazarus^ abandoned by all, but fuilciinp: witli 

patience, 
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patience, refignation and humility, is fomething far more 
glorious and more defireabJe than the moft glittering fcepters. 
God will condemn the renowned exploits of thofe falfe di- 
vinities of the earth, who have filled the world with the found 
of their name : but he crowns the leaft defire of an humble 
heart, employed in loving him. 
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St. I vo, c. 

From the informations taken for his canonization , twenty -/even years 
after his death, and from the bull itfelf See the Afla Sanct. 

A. D. 1303. 

C*T. Ivo, defcended from a noble and virtuous family near 
iJ Treguier in Britany, was born in 1253. He ftudied gram- 
mar at home with unufual application and fuccefs, and at 
fourteen years of age was fent to Paris, where he learned the 
liberal arts and divinity; he applied himfelf to the civil and 
canon law at Orleans. His mother was wont frequently to 
fay to him, that he ought fo to live as became a faint, to 
which his anfwer always was, that he hoped to be one. This 
refolution took deep root in his foul, and the im predion of 
this obligation was in his a heart a continual fpur to virtue, 
and a check againft the leaft fhadow of any dangerous eourfe. 
The contagious example of many loofe companions at fchool 
lerved only to infpire him with the greater horrour of evil, 
and moved him to arm himfelf more vigouroufly againft it. 
The gravity of his behaviour reclaimed many from their 
vicious courfes. His time was chiefly divided betwixt ftudy 
and prayer : and for his recreation he vifited the hofpitaJs, 
where he attended the lick with great charity, and comforted 
them under the levcrc trials of their fuftcring condition. Du- 
ring his ten years ftay at Paris, he was the admiration of that 
umverlity, both for the quicknefs of his parts, and his extra- 
ordinary piety. He continued the fame manner of life at Or- 
leans, but increa fed his aufterities and penance. He ehaftifed 
his body witii a hair fliirt, alulained from meat and wine ; 

fatted all lent and advent, aud on many other days in the y^ 
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on bread and water, and took his reft, which was always very 
fhort, lying on a matt of ftraw, with a book or ftone un- 
der his head for a pillow ; and he never lay down till he was 
quite overpowered with fleep. He made a private vow of 
perpetual chaftity : but this not being known, many honour- 
able matches were propofed to him, which he modeftly re- 
jected as incompatible with his ftudious life. He long deli- 
berated with himfelf whether to embrace a religious or a 
clerical ftate : but the defire of ferving his neighbour deter- 
mined him at length in favour of the latter. He defired in- 
deed, out of humility, always to remain in the letter orders: 
but his bifhop compelled him to receive the priefthood, a 
ftei) which coft him many tears ; though he had qualified 
himfelf for that facred dignity by the rnoft per feci: purity 
of mind and body, and by a long and fervent preparation. 
7 he archdeacon of Rennes, who was formerly by his ofEce 
perpetual vicar of the bifhop, appointed him official or eccle- 
jiaftical judge for that diocefe. St Ivo protected the orphans 
and widows, defended the poor, and adminiftred juftice to 
all ivith an impartiality, application and tendernefs which gain- 
ed him the good will even of thofe who loft their caufes; 
He never pronounced fentence without fhedding many tears, 
always having before his eyes the Iaft judgment and fentence, 
where he himfelf was one day to appear, and to ftand filent 
at the bar. 

Many bifhops ftrove who mould be fo happy as to poffefs 
him : his own prelate the bifhop of Treguier carried the point, 
and he was made official of his diocefe, which by his care foon 
changed its face. The bad feared him, the good found in 
him a father, and the great ones refpecled him. Though 
himfelf a judge, he fblicitcd caufcs in favour of the poor ift 
other courts, pleaded them himfelf at the bar, and vifited and 
comforted the prifoncrs. He was firnamed the advocate and 
lawyer of the poor. Once not being able to reconcile a mo- 
ther and a fon, who pleaded violently again ft each other, he 
went and offered up rnafs for them, and they immediately 
came to an agreement together. He never took a fee, but 
pleaded all caufo without any gratuity. His bifhop nomi- 
nated him rcclor of Trcfdretz, and eight years after of Lo- 
haucc, one of the rnoft confiderable parishes of the diocefe. 
He always rofe at midnight to mattins, and faid every day 
toafs with incredible devotion and fervour. He preached 
often in diftant churches, befides his own, and fo me times 
thrice on the fame day. All differences were referred to him, 
find he took care to reconcile the parties. He built a houie 

War his own for a hpfpita) pjf the poor and licit j he warned 

their 
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their feet, cleanfed their ulcers, ferved them at table, and eat 
himfelf only the fcraps which they had left. He diftributed 
his corn, or the price for which he fold it, among the poor 
immediately after the harveft. When a certain perfon endea- 
voured to perfuade him to keep it fome months, that he 
might fell it at a better price, he anfwered : " I know not 

whether I ftiail be then alive to give it/' Another time the 
fame perfon faid to him : cc I have gained a fifth by kcep- 

ing my corn." * c But I, replied the faint, an hundred 
€C fold by giving it immediately away." On a certain occa- 
lion, when he had only one loaf in his houfe, he ordered it 
*o be given to the poor : but upon his vicar's complaint at 
this, he gave him one half of it, and divided the othei half 
among the poor, referving nothing for himfelf. Providence 
never failed him in his neceftities. During the lent in 1303, 
he perceived his ftrength daily to decay; yet far from abating 
any thing in his aufterities, he thought himfelf obliged to re- 
double his fervour in proportion as he advanced nearer to eter- 
nity. On the eve of the afcenfion he preached to his peo- 
ple, faid mafs, being upheld by two perfons, and gave advice 
to all who add refled themfelves to him. After this he lay 
down on his bed, which was a hurdle of twigs platted toge- 
ther, and received the laft facraments. From that moment 
he entertained himfelf with God alone till his foul went to 
poflefs him in his glory. His death happened on the 19th of 
May 1303, in the 50th year of his age. The greateft part 
of his relicks are kept in the cathedral of Treguier. He was 
canonized by Clement VI. in 1347. St. Ivo was a faint 
am id It the dangers of the world. But he preferved his virtue 
untainted only by arming himfelf carefully againft them, by 
converfing affiduoufly with God in prayer and holy medita- 
tion, and by moft watchfully fhunning the fnares of bad com- 
pany. Without this precaution all the inftrucTtions of parents, 
and all other means of virtue are ineffectual -> and a loui is 
fure to fpht ag<nnft this rock, which does not fteer wide of it. 
<jod preferved "Toby faithful amid ft the Samaritan idolaters, 
and Lot in Sodom itfclf : but he will never protect thofe who 
voluntarily feck danger, and court deftrudtion. Who, for 
pleafurc or amufeimait, would choofe to live in a pett-houfe, 
continually to convcrie with perfons infe£ted with the plague, 
and to bivathc a.i empoifoned air ? The maxims both ofrcaloil 
and religion command ns to fly from out of the mid ft of bV 
I ylon, ilmt is, from the company of abandoned iinners, whole 

vt'iy convct fat. ion and deportment fecrctly for cad a baneful iu» u " 
encc over our minds* 



On 
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On the fame DAY 

St. Basiliscus, bifhop of Comana in Pontus, M. He re- 
ceived the crown of martyrdom, together with St. Lucia at Nico^ 
media in 312, under the tyrant Maximinus Daia. Peace being 
{00 n after reftored to the church, his body was honourably brought 
back to Comana. Sc. Chryfoilom died in the Prejbytenan or com- 
munity of the clergy belonging to the church of St. J3afilifcus«, 
The martyr had before admonifhed the prieft in a dream to prepare 
a lodging for his brother John : and he comforted Sc. Chryfoiiom 
by a viiion, in which he bad him be of good courage, for the next 
day they mould be together. — See Palladius in vita Chryf. Theo- 
doret, and Sozomen. 

SS. Castus and ^Emjlius, MM. They had firfl fallen in the 
perfecution ; but being touched with remorfe, rofe again with greater 
fervour, and triumphed over the flames. St. Auitin, in a iermon 
which he preached on their feftival, fays they fell like St. Peter, by 
prefuming on their own ftrength. They fufFered in Africa, pro- 
bably under Decius, in 250. — See St. Cyprian de lap/is. St. Auftin. 

Serin. 2! y 5» and the old African martyrology of the fifth century. 

St. Bob o, C. He was a gentleman of Provence, and a great 
foldier, the father of the poor, and proteclor of his country againft 
the Saracens, whom he often defeated, when they poured into Pro- 
vence by fea from Spain and Africa. He afterwards led a peniten- 
tial contemplative life for many years ; and being on a pilgrimage 
to Rome, died at Voghera near Pavia in 985. His name is in great 
veneration in Provence, and his feftival a holyday of precept in 
moll cities in Lorn hardy. — See his exa<5t life in the Acla Sancl. 
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St. J U L I A, V. M. 

From her authentic!: afts given by Rulnart^ in an appendix to bis 
edition of the bijiory of Fittor Vitenfis^ de Perfcc. VandaL 

Fifth Age. 

SHE was a noble virgin at Carthage, who, when that city 
was taken by Gcnferick in 439, was fold for a flave to a 
pagan merchant of Syria. Under the mofl mortifying employ- 
ments of her fhuion, by chcarfulncfs and patience fhe found, 

^iulvs her fan&ificationj a prelcat happinefc and comfort, which 

the 
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the world coutd not have afForded. All the time (he was not 
employed in her mailer's bufinefs was devoted to prayer, and 
reading books of piety. She fafted very rigoroufly every day 
but Sunday : nor could all the intreaties of her mafter, who 
was charmed with her fidelity and other virtues, nor the hard- 
fhips of her fituation, prevail with her to be more tender of 
Jierfeif. The merchant thought proper to carry her with him 
in o is of his voyages to Gaul, where he impoited the moft va- 
luable commodities of the Levant. Having reached the northern 
part of Cl rfica, or that point now called Capo Corfo 3 he cafr. 
anchor, and went on jfhore to join the pagans of the place in 
an idolatrous feftival, kept there at that time with the facrifice of 
a bull. Julia was left at fome diftance, becaufe (he would not 
be defiled by the fuperflitious ceremonies, which {he openly re- 
viled. Felix, the governour of the ifland, who was a bigoted 
pagan, afked the merchant who this woman was, who dared to 
inl'ult the gods. He informed him that {he was a chriftian, 
and that all his authority over her was too wealc to prevail with 
her to renounce her religion : but that he found her fo diligent 
and faithful, that he could not part with hen The governour 
offered him four of his beft female flaves in exchange for her. 
But the merchant, whofe name was Eufebius, replied: " No: 
<c all you are worth, will not purchafe her : for I would freely 
<c lofe the moft valuable thing I have in the world rather than 
c< be deprived of hex." However, the governour, whilft Eufe- 
bius was drunk and afleep, took upon him to compel her to fa- 
crifice to his gods. He proffered to procure her liberty if fhe 
would comply. The faint made anfwer, that {he was as free 
as {he defired to be, as long as fhe was allowed to ferve Jefus 
Chrift : and whatever mould happen, {he would never purchafe 
tier liberty by fo abominable a crime. Felix thinking himfelf 
derided by her undaunted and refoluteair, in a tranfport of rage 
caufed her to be {truck on the face, and the hair of her head to 
be torn off; and laftly, ordered her to be hanged on a crofs till 
fhe expired Certain monks of the ifle Gorgon (which is 
now called la Oorgona, and lies between Corfica and Leg- 
horn) canied off* her body : but, in 763, Defiderius king of 
Lombardy, removed her rclicks to Brefcia, where her memory 
is celebrated with great devotion. St. Julia, whether free or a 
Have, whether in profperity or in advcrlity, was equally fervent 
and devout. She adored all the fweet defigns of providence: 
and far from complaining, flic never ceafed to praife and thank 
Orod under all his holy appointments, making them always the 
means of her virtue and ian&ification. God by an admirable 
chain oi events railed her by her fidelity to the honour of the 

faints., and to the dignity of a virgin and martyr. 
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On the fame DAY 

St. Desiderius, bifhop of Langres. M. The good fhepherd 
is always ready, in imitation of his divine model, to lay down his 
life for his fhecp. Such this holy pallor approved himfeJf. When 
certain pagan barbarians ravaged that pare of Gaul, St. Defiderius 
accompanied with his clergy went out to meet them ; but was maf- 
facred with his followers, and fell a viclini to fave his flock. Sige- 
bert fays this happened in the invafion of Chrocus, the Germaii 
king, under Gallien : but Tiilemont thinks it rather ought to be 
placed in 411, when the Alans, Sueves and Vandals plundered that 
country. — See Tillemont, T. 1 1. p. 540. 

St. Oesid erius, bilhop of Vienne, M. When queen Brune- 
haut governed the courts of her two fons, Theodebert king of Au~ 
itrufia, and Theodorick of Burgundy, this zealous pallor boldly re- 
proved her for her incefts and cruelties ; but a fermon which he 
preached before her and Theodorick on chaftity chiefly in the words 
of St. Paul, procured him the crown of martyrdom. For in his re- 
turn home he was, by their order and contrivance, murdered by 
three aflaflins in a village now called St Didier de Chalaraine, near 
the brook of that name, in the principality of Dombes. in 612. — 
See Fredegarius, Aimoinus, Jonas, &c. quoted by Henfchenius th$ 
Eollandift. 
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St. VINCENT of Lerins, Co 

Sec bis Commonitorium adverfus Flaerefcicos, tvith the E?igtiJ}j 
preface of Mr. Reeve j, T. 2. JIJo Cei//ier, and Or/u 

A. D. 450. 

T. Vincent was of Gaulifh extraction, had a polite edu- 
cation, was afterward for fome time an officer in the army, 
and lived with dignity in the world. He informs us in his pro- 
logue, that having been fome time toflcd about in the llornis of 
a buttling military life, he began fcrioufly toconfider the dangers 
Vvith which he was furrounded, and the vanity and folly of his 
purfuits. He defircd to take flicker in the harbour of religion, 

Vox,. II. G £ whklj 




442 St. VINCENT of Lerins, C. May 24, 

which he calls the fafeft refuge from the world {a). His view 
in this refolution was that he might ftrenuoufly labour to diveft 
his foul of its ruffling paflions of pride and vanity, and to offer 
to God the acceptable facrifice of an humble and chriftian 
fpirit; and that being farther removed from worldly tempta- 
tions, he might endeavour more eafily to avoid, not only the 
wrecks of the prefent life, but alfo the burnings of that which 
is to come. In thefe difpofitions he retired from the crowds of 
cities, and made for the defired haven with all the fail he could. 
The place he chofe for his retirement was in a fmall remote 
ifland, fheltered from the noife of the world. This Gennadius af- 
fures us to have been the famous monaftery of Lerins, fituated in 
the lefTer of the two agreeable green iflands which formerly bore 
the name of Lerins, not far from the coaft of Lower Provence 
towards Antibes. In this place he {hut himfelf up, that he 
might attend folely to what God commands us, and ftudy to 
know him. Vincent reflected that time is always fnatching 
fomething from us : its fleeting moments pafs as quick as they 
come, never^ never more to return, as water which is gone from 
its fource runs to it no more. Our courfe is almoft run out: 
the pad time appears as a (hadow ; fo will that which is now 
to come when it fliall be once over, and no tears, no intreaties, 
no endeavours can recal the leafl moment we have already let 
flip unimproved. In thefe reflections the fervent fervant of 
God aflures us, that he earneftly flrove to redeem time (1), and 
to be always turning it to the beft account, that this invaluable 
grace, might not rife up at the laft day in judgement againft 
him. He confidered that true faith is necefTary to falvation no 
lefs than morality, and that the former is the foundation of 
chriftian virtue : and he grieved to fee the church at that time 
peftered with numberlefs herefies which fucked their poifori 
from" their very antidote, the holy fcripturcs, and which by vari- 
ous wiles fpread on every fide their dangerous fnares. To 
guard the faithful againft the falfe and perplexing glofles 
jnf modern fubtle refiners, and to open the eyes of thofc who 
had been already feduccd by them, he, with great clcanicfs, 
eloquence and force of rcafoning, writ a book which he en- 
titled, A Commonitory againjl Hercticks^ which he com poled in 
434, three years after the general council of Ephefus had con- 
demned the Ncftorians. He had chiefly in view the hereticks 
of his own times, cfpccially the Ncftorians and the Apo 11 inanity 

but he confuted them by general, clear principles, which over- 
tuna 

(i) Col. iv. 5. 

{a) In forfum rflig:anis % ainflis fimpcr fiJiJJimum* Prolog. Com- 

vnots* 
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turn all herefies to the end of the world. Together with the 
ornaments of eloquence, and erudition, the inward beauty of 
his mind, and the bright nefs of his devotion fparkle in every 
page of his book. 

Out of humility he difguifes himfelf under the name of 
Pofgrhms^ to exprefs the quality of being a piigrini or 11 ranger 
on earth, and one by his monaftick ftate in a more particular 
manner eftranged from the world. He flyles himfelf The leqjl 
of all the jervants of God 9 and lefs than the lea J I of all the faints* 
unworthy to bear the holy name of a Chriftian. He Jaycth 
down this rule or fundamental principle, in which he found, by 
a diligent enquiry, all cathohek paftors and the ancient fathers 
to agree, that fuch doctrine is truly cathclick, as hath been be- 
lieved in all places y at all times, and by all the faithful [b) m 
By this teft of univcrfality, antiquity and con fern, he faith all 
controverted points in belief mufl be tried. He iheweth, that, 

whilft Novatian, Phoiinus, SabL-ljius, Donatus, Arius, Euno- 
mius 5 Jovinian, Pelagius. Celedius and Neftorius expound the 
divine oracles different ways ; to avoid the perplexity of er- 
rours, we muft interpret the holy fcripfiues b> the tradition of 
the catholick church, as the ciue to conduct us in the ti uth. 
Forthis tradition, derived from the apoflles, rnan'-feftcth die true 
meaning of the holy fcriptures, and all novelty in faith is a cer- 
tain mark of herefy ; and in religion nothing is more to be 
dreaded than itching ears after new teachers. He laith : cc Xhey 
" who have made bold with one article of faith, will proceed 
<c on toothers: and what will be the confcqucncc of this re- 
" forming of religion, but only that thefe refiners will never 
" have done, till they have reformed it quite away (?.)•" He 
elegantly expatiates on the divine charge given to the church, 
to maintain inviolable the faered depofitum oi "faith (3). He 
takes notice that hercticks quote the facred writings at every 
word, and that in the works of Paulus iSainofatenus, Prifeil- 
lian, Kunomius, Jovinian, and other like peils oi" Chriltcndom 
almofr. every page is painted and laid on thick with (enpture 
texts, which Tertullian alio remarks. l»ut in this, laith Vin- 
centius, hcreticks are like rhofc poifoners or quack:-, who put off 
their delhuciive potions under infer i prions of good drugs, and 
under the title of infallible cures (4). They imitate the fa- 
ther of lies who quoted ieripture againlf. the Son ol (Jod when 
he tempted him (5 J. 1 lie faint adds, that tl a doubt am in 

(./ <* 2. intorpiet- 

(2) C 29. (3) C. 27, & 30. r\j) C. 31. (5) C. 5;. 

(«*) X*uod ubii/ur, quod fmfier, quo J ah omtiibui c r cdituw tjt. Hoc til 

ctunm 'Utra jivof'i u' ittt tathulhttm. Cvmw> c 3. 
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interpreting the meaning of the fcriptures in any point of faith 
we muft fummon in the holy fathers who have lived and died in 
the faith and communion of the catholick church, and by this 
teft we (hall prove the falfe doctrine to be novel. For that 
only we muft look upon as indubitably certain and unalterable 
which all or the major part of thefe fathers have delivered, like 
the harmonious confent of a general council. But if anv one 
among them, be he never fo holy, never fo learned, holds any 
thing befides, or in oppofition to the reft, that is to be placed 
in the rank of lingular and private opinions, and never to be 
looked upon as the publick, general, authoritative doctrine of 
the church (6). After a point has been decided in a general 
council, the definition is irrefragable. Thefe general princi- 
ples, by which all herefles are eafily confounded, St. Vincent 
explains with equal elegance and perfpicuity (c). His diction 
is pure and agreeable, his reafoning clofe and folid ; and no 
controverftal book ever exprefled fo much* and fuch deep fenfe 
in fo few words. The fame rules are laid down by Tertullian 
in his book Of Prefcriptions^ by St. Irenaeus and other fathers. 
St. Vincent died in the reigns of Theodofius II. and Valen- 
tinian III. confequently before the clofe of the year 450 (d). 
His relicks are preferved with refpect at Lerins, and his name 
occurs in the Roman martyrology. St. Vincent obferves (7) 
that fouls, which have loft the anchorage of the catholick faith, 
<c are tofTed and {nattered almoft to pieces with inward ftorms 
" of clafliing thoughts, that by this reftlefs pofture of minci, 
<c they may be made fenfible of their danger; and taking down 
cc the fails of pride and vanity which they have unhappily 
€C fpread before every guft of herefy, they may make all the 
* c fail they can into the fafe and peaceful harbour of their holy 

<s mother 

(6) C.33. ( 7 ) C. 25. 



(<r) The bell edition of St. 
Vincent's Commonitorium is that 
given by Baluze, in a work a- 
gainft John Clerc. On the 
eminent ufefulnefs of this book 
fee Orfi, and that learned Ro- 
man controvert ill, the late car- 
dinal Gotti, in his book againil 
John CI ere. 

(d) TJw; Vincentian objections 
a gain 11 the doctrine of Sc. Auilin 
could not come from the pen 
of St. Vincent, who condemns 
with gi .*ai warmth lM;f^ius and 



his followers over and over a - 
gain, and highly extols the let- 
ter of Cclefhne to the bifliops of 
Gaul ; in which that pope repre- 
hends their neglect of watch - 
f'ulnefs and duty in fullering the 
profane novelties of Semi-pela- 
gian ifm to fpring up and grow 
among them. We find two o- 
ther Vincents living at Marfcillw 
at that very time, and there 
might be others of the fame 
name; one of whom might tw** 

JSenii- pelagian. 
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<c mother the catholick church; and being fick from a furfeic 
« of errours, may there di (charge thofe foul and bitter wa- 
u ters, to make room for the pure waters of life. There 
" they may unlearn well what they have learned ill, may get a 
cc right notion of all thofe doctrines of the church they are. ca- 
" pable of underftanding, and believe thofe that furpafs all 
" undemanding." 



MAY 25. 

St. MARY MAGDALEN of Pazzi, V. 

From her life written by her confejfarius Puccini \ and from the 

bull of her canonization. 

A. D. 1607. 

THE family of the Pazzi was one of the moil illuftrious 
in the republick of Florence, and was allied to the fo- 
vereign houfe of Medicis : but the birth of this faint hath re- 
flected on it greater glory than the long lift of heroes, ftatef- 
men, governours and other great perfonnages which it difplays. 
Nor was her maternal family of the Blond elmonti inferiour in 
rank, or lefs fruitful in great men. She was born in that city 
in 1566, and in honour of St. Catharine of Sienna received her 
name in baptifm. From the firft dawn of reafon there ap- 
peared in her the happy prefages of that eminent virtue of which 
ihe became a perfect model. When only feven years old, (ho 
was fo companionate to the poor, that fhe was wont to deprive 
hcrfelf of her meat to give it to fome beggar : and fuch was 
her devotion, that it was her cuftom to fteal privately from the 
company of her playfellows to fpend her time in Secret prayer. 
In her tender infancy flic was acc attorned to repeat often 
the Lord's Prayer, Hail Mary and Creed, and other devotions ; 
and me taught other poor childieu the fame with wonderful 
care and zeal. When her father carried her into the country, 
it was her cuftom and her delight to aflemble together the little 



[nils of the village, and to teach them what /he knew of the 
chriilian dodlrinc ; which flie did with wonderful modcily and 



patience. One day it happened that fhe had begun to in/lrucL* 
a young girl of one of her father's tenants in "her cuttxlijfrn. 



V/hen lhe was told that they mult go back to Florence ; but 
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fhc cried fo much at the thought of leaving her work of cha- 
rity imperfect, that her father carried the other girl with them 
to the city, where the young faint finifhed her inftruction. At 
eight or nine years of age fhe began more ardently to apply her- 
felf to holy prayer, and file employed whole hours in that 
exercife. In this divine fchool {he learned the moft perfect fen- 
timents of all virtues, and began to feel fo ffrong a defireto love 
and pleafe God, that worldly amufements were tedious and 
biticr to her. She knew no pleafure but in fpeaking to God, 
or of God or heavenly things. She often left her bed in the 
night to lie on the floor or on flraw. One day fhe made her- 
felf a crown of rufhes interwoven with thorns, tied it on her 
head, and lay all night with it, fuffering the pain which the 
pricks of the thorns gave her. To this adlion fhe was moved 
at nine years of age by a meditation on the fufferings of Chrifi; 
which myflery from that time was the chief object of her pious 
thoughts and devotions during the remainder of her life. Once 
on St. Andrew's day, in her meditation, her heart was fo in- 
flamed with a defire of fuffering with and for Chrift, that fhe 
iwooned away ; and her mother was afraid fhe was dying. 
After Hie was grown up and a nun, coming to herfelf from a 
like fit, me cried out: cc O Love, this grace is like that which 
* 6 I received in my childhood, when my mother thought it a 
« c corporal diforder." By hairfhirts and other fevere morti- 
fications, fhe endeavoured to conform herfelf to Chrift crucified, 
and put on her head in the night a platted crown of prickly 
olive branches. She always wept at .the light of any grievous 
corporal diftrefs, and much more for any fpiritual mifery of her 
neighbour. Such was her tender devotion to the blcfled eu- 
charift, that fhc loved to be near thofe who came from the holy 
communion, as if by love fhe perceived the odour of Chrifrs 
prefencc. She made her fir ft communion with wonderful de- 
votion at ten years of age : and at twelve, by vow coniccratcd 
her virginity to God. At fourteen, her father being made by 
the grand duke governour of Cortona, fhc was placed by him 
a pennoner in the monaflcry of St. John in Morenee. There 
fire gave full fcope to her devotion ; and employed every morn- 
ing lour hours in pious meditation on her knees- Out of hu- 
mility, fhe ufually kept at a diftancc from the nuns whom flic 
refpee*tcd as the favourite fpoufes ol Chrifi. 

After fifteen mouths, her father took her home, with the view 
of procuring her an honourable and advantageous match. 
Several propofals were made to her, and her parents weie veiy 
preiling for her confent. But fhe protefied, thai the difpo ■ uJ 
of herfelf in marriage was no longer in her power. In iht 4 
choice of a religious flatty being much pleafed with the cuilun 
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of frequent, and almoil daily communion praclifed among the 
Carmelite nuns, fhe preferred that Order, and entered their 
nionaftery in St. Fridian's fuburb at Florence, on the eve of 
the Aflumption in 1582. She continued fome days in a fecular 
habit, that fhe might be the better acquainted with the rule. 
It is not to be exprefled how much thofe holy and fervent vir- 
gins were edified by the great virtues which fhe prac~rifed. But 
her parents, after fifteen days, took her home again for three 
months, the better to try her vocation. However, fhe would 
by no means confent ever to put on fine cloathes, or do any 
thing which feemed to favour vanity or fenfuality. Having 
obtained their blefiing, fhe, on the firft of December, returned 
to the monaftery, being then fifteen years old, and took the ha- 
bit on the thirtieth of January following. When the prieft 
put the crucifix into her hands, faying thofe words : God forbid 
that J fiould glory ) fave in the crofs of our Lord Jefus Chriji ( 1 ) ; 
a feraphick ardour appeared in her countenance, and fhe felt 
herfelf inflamed with a burning defire of fufFering during her 
whole life for Chrift : and trampling under her feet all the va- 
nities of the world, fhe gave herfelf rnoft perfectly to Chrift 
crucified with the rnoft firm purpofe never to have any other 
fpoufe. After taking the habit, fhe threw herfelf at the feet of 
her miftrefs ; begging fhe would never fpare her in the moft 
fcnfible felf-denials and humiliations. During her novitiate, 
the example of her fervour excited thofe who were witnefTes of 
it to the divine love. Being vifited by a fevere fit of ficknefs, 
her defire of fufFering for the love of Him who died for us, was 
a fubjecl of edification to the whole houfe. One of her filters 
afking her, how fhe could endure fo much pain without any 
complaint, and even without fpeaking of her ailments, or ever 
afking for any thing to comfort her, fhe anfwered, pointing ta 
a crucifix which was near the fide of her bed : " See what 
lc the infinite love of God hath fufFercd for my falvation, 
cc This fame love fees my weakness, and gives me courage. 
" They who call to mind the fulrerings of Chrift, and offer 
tc their own to God through his paffion, find their pains fweet 
" and amiable." Under this illnefs, flic was admitted to her 
rci igious profeffion on the feventeenth of May 15H4. In re- 
ligion, flic changed her name Catharine into that of Mary Mag- 
dalen, out of devotion to that great model of penitent fouls* 
After this confecration of herfelf to God, fhe enjoyed great 
heavenly confolations and frequent raptures during forty days, 
Specially after her communions; as if her heavenly fpouli; 
Would, by thefe carefles, celebrate with her his fpiritual nuptials. 
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It is the general remark of the moft. experienced mailers of a 
fpintual life, that God frequently vifits fouls upon their fervent 
converfion from the world, with his comforts; in which, by 
the divine lights which he infufes, they lee their own nothino-- 
xiefs, and advance in the fentiments of fincere humility ; and 
are at the fame time attracted by the feelings of his goodnek to 
run in the fweet odour of his -perfumes. This tafte of his con- 
folations encourages them to fuffer trials with joy for his fake ; 
and thefe never fail to fucceed. For God who is infinitely 
jealous of the hearts of his fer^ants, will not fufrer in them any 
rival. Wherefore, perfectly to crucify in them all fecret 
felf-love, that they may be fitted for vefTels of his pure love, 
and to teach them thoroughly to know themfel ves, he throws 
them into the crucible of internal tribulation : and this fire is 
ufually the more evere, the higher the degree of fandity is to 
which he, in his mv.rcy, defigns to raife them. This our faint 
experienced by the ftate of inieriour defolation, into which fhe 
fell rrom this firft tafte of his fpiriiual joy. But her virtue was 
folid, becaufe humble, patient and conftant. She defired not 
heavenly comforts, deeming herfelf of all others the moft un- 
worthy : and the favours which fhe received, {he endeavoured 
to conceal fiom men; referring them entirely to the gratuitous 
goodnefs of their Author, and from them learning the more to 
humble herfelf, and to raife her foul to his moft pure love. It 
was always her deilre to fuffer for his fake, and this her thirft 
of the crofs feemed infatiable. But whether in anguifh or in 
confolation, the Spring o» her aftetStions was the moft ardent 
love of hei heavenly fpouie. She was often heard to cry out ; 
6t O Love! Love is not loved, not known by his own crca- 
cc tures ! Omy Jefus ! if I had a voice ftrong and loud enough 
tfC that I could oe heard by all men in all the parts of the world, 
* c how would I cry out that this T .-we might be known, loved 
« c and eftcemed by all men as the only true mcumprehenfible 
G good ! but the curled poifon of ;« if- Jove robs men of this 
c< - high knowledge, and renders tr.em incapable of it." She 
often invited, wi-.h all the fervour ct her foul, all angels, men, 
ftars, birds, beafls, plants, grains ot fand, drops of Watci, and 
jfc je whole choj us of the creation, to convert themfclves into 
tongues, to praife, biuis and magniiy the divine i.nmenfity and 
love. 6hr fighed and wept much for the convcriion of linncfs, 
and when cai.ed away by pnblick duties, oj obliged to go to 
y.'h often fa id : c< h it poftible that I fhould take any ruff, 
ct whillt 1 couiitier how much Ood is ofi ended on earth. 0 
* c Love, 1 do u by out iieuce, and to fulfil thy holy will." 
1' earing left ai l) e i me of her pc •fcfllon flic mirdit have ef- 
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begged and obtained leave to live as a novice two years after 
her vows. This term being completed, coming out of the no* 
vitiate, fhe was made fecond dire&refs of the extern young 
(rirls. Three years after, fhe finifhed her juniorate, or term 
amongft the young nuns, and was employed in inftrucling the 
novices. During thefe firft five years, Almighty God was 
pleafed to exercife her by moft fevere interiour trials. She 
failed always on bread and water, except on Sundays and Holy- 
daysj on which flie took Lenten diet. She added all other 
kinds of bodily aufterities, and at the fame time fuffered moft 
grievous pains and anguifh of foul. She was afTaulted with the 
moft violent temptations of impurity, gluttony, pride, infidelity 
and blafphemy. Her imagination was often filled with thofe 
abominations, the very name or thought of which fills chafte 
fouls with the greateft horrour. She had recourfe by prayer to 
the Spoufe, and to the Queen of virgins, againft the obftinacy 
and rage of this enemy, and chaftifed her body with disciplines, 
hairfhirts, ftudded iron-girdles, lying hard, and the like in- 
ventions. Her mind was alfo troubled with the moft hideous 
images of hellith monfters, and feemed abandoned like job to 
the power of hell, and her foul was plunged into a ftate of 
darknefs, in which fhe was able to fee nothing but horrour in 
herfelf and in all things about her. Thoughts of blafphemy and 
infidelity infefted her lb violently, that fhe fometimes cried out 
to her fifters : " Pray for me that I may not blafpheme God 
" inftead of praifing him." Fafting, which by habit and grace 
was formerly eafy, now became grievous. Her fifters like wife 
defpifed her, looking on her foregoing graevs, which :hcy had 
formerly admired, to have been iliu. o.:s. Kevcrthelefs God 
did not totally withdraw himfelf from his faithiui ipoufe. Her 
chief fupport and comfort was in the meditation of ChriU's 
paffion, in which ihc conceived frefh burning dciires to become 
ftiil more like that man of interiour, as well as cxtcru ur, for- 
rows. After five years in this differing flat::., God reilo.ed to 
her foul his holy peace, and the Comfort of his cIivuk piefencc. 
In 1590, on Whit-viundaj ar Matiins, when the Te Deum was 
intoned, fhe fell into a raptui.*, and ahc. th< divine office the 
joy which flionc on her fac<% and appeared in her v oids, tcfti- 
iicu the return of her inward comforter. Squeezing by the 
hand mother priorefs arid the miftrefs of (he novices, flic de- 
-trul them to rejoice with her, faying : " Now winter is pafled 
with me ; aifift me to thank and glorify my good Creator." 
She was endued with a fpirit of proj/ccr, and among other 
things foretoid the popedom to Lvo iA. and his death ivvn 

after his election. 
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In 1598, (he was appointed miftrefs of the novices for 
three years according to the cuftom of the houfe, and, in 1601 
was continued in the fame office: but, in 1604, chofen fob! 
priorefs, which office fhe difcharged till her death. Her 
union with God fcemed uninterrupted, and his name 
fufliccd to tranfport her foul in raptures of love. She 
often repeated the doxology, Glory be to the Father ^ and 
always with incredible ardour bowing her body, and offering 
herfelf to all labours, and every fort of death for God's ho- 
nour. She confldered only the pure will of God in all things 
with inexpreflible fervour, and often repeated : « The wSl 
ct of God is ever moft amiable." And to her lifters : cc How 
" rich a traffick have we with God, when we do every 
66 thing with a pure and vehement intention to pieafe and 
tc honour him." She appeared in every action like a glowin* 
feraph, glorifying her Creator with all the powers and fhength 
of her foul, and fome times cried out, cc Come, fouls, come, 
<c love your God who fo much loveth you. O Love, I die 
* c with mortal anguifh, when I fee how little you are known 
* c and loved. O Love, Love ! if you find no place to reft in, 
<c come all to me ; I will lodge you. O fouls created by 
Love, why do not you love?" She inftru£led her novices to 
fing the divine office with fuch awe and trembling in the 
company of the angels, as if they in fpirit proftratcd 
themfelves at every word. If the divine office was fung too 
faft, fhe afked leave to go out, and would afterward fay: 
* c What bufinefs could you have of greater importance, that 
<c you were in fuch a hurry ?" Her extreme thirft after the 
falvation of fouls made her fhed perpetual tears for the con- 
verfion of infidels, hereticks and finners ; and (he often ex- 
horted her lifters in the moft moving manner to offer up all 
their actions for that end. Her devotion to the holy cucharift 
was extraordinary ; and fhe ufed to fay, that if it were lie- 
ccflary, fhe would joyfully enter the lion's den, and fufTcr 
all pains for the fake of communicating. But her humility 
was moft admirable. She always fpokc of herfelf as of the 
banc of her community, and the outcaft and abomination of 
all creatures. It was her delight to be forgotten, contemned, 
reprimanded, and employed in the mcaneft offices. She would 
often cry out : " O nothingnefs ! how little art thou 
*' known !" 

In 1602, fhe contracted a violent cold and cough, whicli, 
in 1603, was followed by the bur fling of a vein, and an a- 
bundant vomiting of blood, which often returned upon lu-i. 
However, flic recovered a little, and in October 1604, j 
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ndured violent headachs, fevers, fweats, pains in her breaft> 
vas fubje<9: to a fpitting of blood, and a fcurvy in her gums, 
hy which fhe loft all her teeth. With thefe bodily pains fhe 
bme times laboured under the moft grievous inward fpiritual 
rynefs and defolation of foul $ yet her prayer was to fuffer 
nore, to fuffer without any comfort, to drink gall without 
ny honey- Love on one fide made her deilre to die, to be 
nited to her God : yet life feemed delireable, that (he might 
ill fuffer for love. Having exhorted her fitters to fervour, and 
0 the love of differing, fhe received extreme unction, and 
ill communicated every day during the twelve days fhe furvived. 
he expired foon after receiving the holy facrament by way 
f viaticum, on the 25th of May 1607, being forty one years, 
ne month and twenty four days old, of which fhe had lived 
veiny four years and three months in the religious habit. Her 
odyhas been often examined, and always found without any cor- 
uption. It is kept in a fumptuous fhrine in the church of 
per monaftery, which is fince removed into the city of Flo- 
nce. God has honoured it by frequent miraculous cures, 
he faint was beatified by Urban VIII. in the year 1626, 
nd canonized by Alexander VII. in 1669. It was the prayer 
f this faint under her fevereft trials, that fhe might live on- 
to glorify God by her patience and fubmiflion in fuffering 
y his will, and for his fake (a). Our love of God muft be 
ery imperfect, fince we are fo impatient under the leaft trials* 
d fo unwilling to fuffer. 

On the fame DAY 

St. Urban, Pope and Martyr. He fucceeded St. Calixtus in the 
ar 123, the third of the emperour Alexander, and fat feven years, 
hough the church enjoyed peace under that mild reign, this was 
L <]uemly difturbed by local perfections raifed by the people or 
ovcrnours. In the acts of St. Cecily this zealous pope is laid to 
3ve encouraged the martyrs, and converted many idolaters. He 
iiylcd a martyr in the facramcntary of St. Gregory, in the mar- 
'rolooy of St. Jcrom publilhed by Florentines, .and in the Greek 
toi'gy. Jt appears from t'ortunatus, and fevcral ancient initials, 
at the feilival of St, Urban was celebrated in France with par- 
cular devotion in the iixth age. A very old church flood on 
L ' Appian road, dedicated to God in honour of this faint, near 
e place where he was fir ft interred, in the cemetery of Prai- 
xt atus. His body was -there found together with thofeof SS. Cecily, 
Junius and Valerian in 821, and tranflated by pope| Fafchal 
10 the church of St. Cecily. Papebroch ihcwa that it is the 

body 
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body of another martyr of the fame name, famous in ancient re- 
cords, which V holas I. fent, in 06z, to the monks of St. Ger- 
xnanus of A uxor. . , and which now adorns the mo nailery of St, 
Urban in the dioco/ of Challons on the Marne. See Tillcmont, 
T. 3- P- 2 5^ 

St. Ad::elm, or rathe Aldhelm, B. (i). He was born a- 
mong the Weil-Saxons, ana a near relation of king Ina, but had 
his education under St. Adrian at Canterbury. IVlaidulf, a pious 
Irifli monk, founded a fmall poor mor.aflery. called from him 
Maidulfsbury, corruptly Malmefbury. in this place Aldhclm too!: 
the mona flick habit, and Maidulf, feeing Iuj ^reat virtue and capa- 
city, refigned to him the abbacy in 675. The faint exceedingly 
raifed its reputation, and increafed its building and revenues. r l he 
church he dedicated in honour of St. Peter, and added to it two 
others, the one in honour of the Mother of God, the other of St, 
T.xichael. This abbey was rendered by him the molt glorious pile ot 
building at that time in the whole ifland, as Malmeibury teitifies, 
who fills almofl the whole fecond part of the life of this faint with 
extracts or copies of the donations, charters and privileges of ma- 
ny kings and princes granted to this houfe, with an ample indult 
of pope Sergius, which the faint made a journey to Rome to ob- 
tain. He was an enemy to gluttony, avarice, vainglory, and all 
Idle amufements, and watched affiduoufly in divine reading and 
holy prayer. He was the firft among our Englifh anceftors who 
cultivated the Latin and Englifh or Saxon poefy, as he fays of 
himfelf. His principal work is a treatife on the prai/es of vir- 
ginity. He inferts at length the high commendations which St, 
Auftin, St. Jerom, and otiier fathers bellow on that ilate, and gives 
abridged examples of many holy virgins. Among other mortificv 
tions it was the cuftom of this faint to recite the pfaltcr in the < 
night, plunged up to the moulders in water in a neighbouring) 
pond. When Hcdda, bifhop of the Weft-Saxons, or of Win- j 
cheller died, that diocefe was divided into two, that of Win- 1 
chefler and that of Sherburn. St. Aldhclm who had been abbot 
thirty years, was taken out of his cell by force, and confecrated 
the firil bifhop of Sherburn, which fee was afterwards removed to 
SaliJbu ry. Ilib behaviour in this laborious charge was that of a true 
fuccefibur of the apolllcs. He died in the vifitation of his diocefe at 
Pullinge in Somcrfetfhirc, on the 25th of May, in the year ;cg, 
the fifth of his cpifcopal dignity. William of Malmefbury relates 
feveral miracles wrought by him, both whilil he was living and 
after his death. His pfaltcr, vcilment. and feveral otiier memo, 
rials weie kept in his monaflery till the diffolution. This abbey, 
the gh :y of Wiltfliirc, then fell, and in it was defaced the fc- 
pulchral monument of our great king Athclllan. See William ot 
rVJaimj/bury, in Wharton's Anglia Sacra, T. 2. p. 1. and L. w 
Vontif. jjuhliihcdby Gale. This latter work contains thchiAory 
tjf this abbey. 
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St. PHILIP NERI, B. 

From his life written by Gallon^ one of the mofl learned of his 

difciples* 

A. D. 1598. 

PERFECT charity, which diftinguifhes all the faints, 
rendered this great fervant of God a bright frar in the 
church in thefe later ages. He was born at Florence in 1 515, 
and was fon of Francis Neri, and Lucretia Soldi, both de' 
(tended of wealthy Tufcan families- From five years of ao- e 
he was never known in the leaft tittle wilfully to tranfgrefs 
the orders of his parents. Once indeed, a fifter difturbing hirn 
on purpofe whilft he was reciting the pfalter with another 
fifter, he gently pufhed her away ; for which a&ion his fa- 
ther chid him : and this he bewailed with many tears as a 
great fault. He was very patient in ficknefs, and Co mild, 
that he feemed not to know what anger was. Wh:n he 
was only eleven years old he vilited the churches very much 
and prayed and heard the word of God with fingular devotion! 
Such was his piety, his reverence and refpect to fuperiours 
and his humility, fweetnefs and affability to all, that he was 
exceedingly beloved, and was commonly called good Philip. 
Having riniihed his grammar ftudies when he was eighteen 
years of age, he was fent by his father to an uncle (who 
lived near mount Caflino, and was very rich by rraflick ) not 
to learn his bufmefs, but to be his heir. But Philip feeling in 
Ins foul ardent dcfires perfetfly to follow Jefus Chrift, and 
waring the dangers of diflipation and of entangling his foul in 
the world, foon left his uncle, and went to -Rome in 107 
iherc being taken into the houfe of Galleotto Caccia, a Flo- 
rentine nobleman, in quality of preceptor to his children, he 
Jed Jo edifying a life, that the reputation of his fanclity was 
prcad very wide, and reached Florence. Ordinarily he cat on- 
y once a day, and he could hardly be brought to add to 
wcad and water a few olives, and a fmall quantity of herbs. 
. f P cnt much time retired in a little chamber, palling famc- 
imcs whole nights in prayer; in which excrcifc he was favoured 



abundant fpintual delights. His pupils made an adnii- 
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and in the mean time he ftudied philofophy and divinity j n 
fuch a manner as to diftinguifh himfelf in the fchools. Every 
body fought his acquaintance, but in this particular he was 
very cautious and referved, for fear of falling into bad com- 
pany, or at leaft of lofmg any part of his precious time. It j 
the obfervation of a modern pbilofopher, that one quarter „, 
an hour a day, given to fuperfluous or unprofitable conver- 
fation, amounts to a very confiderable part of the longeft life, 
in which the necellities of age and nature make always 
large abatements, and reduce a6Hon to a fhort fpan, in which 
we are to lay in provifions for eternity. This reflection made 
the faint extremely folicitous to hufband well all his moments. 
Philip gave to his neighbour only that time which duty, mu- 
tual edification and chanty required. 

He was moreover fenfible that even faints complain that they 
return from company lefs fit for prayer, and feldom without 
fome wounds in their foul : and that the idle converfatton of 



the world always blows upon our hearts that contagious 
of vanity, pride and love of pleafure which it breathes ; 
and which is always fo much the more dangerous, as its poifon 
is the more fecret. Notwithftanding his precautions, the de- 
vil found means to play upon him his wicked agents. Certain 
lewd young men made an aflault upon his chaftity by impu- 
dent difcourfe : but he fpoke to them with fo much piety and 
ftrength, that he foftened their hardened hearts into compunc- 
tion, and converted them to God. Againft temptations he 
armed himfelf by prayer, fading and humility : yet he fornetimes 
felt afTaults or buffets of the flefh till fifty years of age: but 
for the thirty laft years of his life, was as free from all rebel- 
lion of that domeftick enemy, as if he had been without a 
body, as he declared to cardinal Baronius 5 pouring forth at 
the fame time a torrent of tears for his floth and ingratitude 
in making no return to God, as he faid, for the grace by 
which he had always preferved his virginity fpotlcfs in mind 
and body. Fie pracfifed an univcrfal mortification of his fenfes 
often even in the fmalleft things ; faying that frequent telf-dc- 
nial in little things is neceflary for us, that we may conquer 
In greater conflicts. To fuch a degree did he carry his love 
of holy poverty, that when he came firft to Rome he would 
accept of nothing from his fond father but two or three Hurts: 
and he kept nothing in his little room but a poor bed, a few 
books, and a little linen which hung upon a cord againit the 
wall. To all kinds of paftimc he was an utter fl ranger, con- 
triving to find neceflary lelaxation and cxcrcifc in works 0 
charity or devotion, as in going from one church to anotner, 
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\\e <*ave 2 great deal of his time to prayer, and every day 
vifited all, or at leaft Tome of the feven churches appointed to 
be vifited by pilgrims, which are feveral miles afundcr, and 
fome of them without the city (<?). He often /pent the whole 
jjjrrht in prayer before the door of fome private church, and 
especially over the relicks of the martyrs in the cemetery of 
Calixtus : often, when overpowered by fleep, he took a little 
reft on the ground in a porch of one of the feven churches. 
Whilft he was yet a young fludent in philofophy, he ne- 
ver called to mind the fufferings of Chrift, or reflected on 
the fins and ingratitude of men, or c aft his eyes upon a cru- 
cifix without melting into tears. After he compleated the 
courfe of his theology, he took fome time for the ftudy of the 
holy fcriptures, and of the fathers, the two fources and eyes 
of that fcience. The canons and laws of the church, con- 
taining the precepts and admonitions of her payors and coun- 
cils, are a neceflary and excellent rule for the direction of 
manners among chriftians : and a fkill in fome parts of the 
canon law is very requifite in a paftor of fouls. St. Philip 
therefore made the ftudy of the canon law a part of his care ; 
and became in a fhort time an oracle in all facred ftudies, to 
whom many learned profefTours reforted for advice in their 
difficulties. The faint always recommended and promot- 
ed exceedingly thefe ftudies among his difciples 5 and to en- 
courage them, he afterwards commanded his pious and learn- 
ed fcholar, Caefar Baronius who had entered the Oratory of 
St. Philip at eighteen years of age, to compile his annals of 
the church ; in the beginning of which work he was to him 
a great afliftance, and a daily (pur, as Baronius acknowled- 
ges who calls him the nrft author and original contriver 
of his annals. 

St. 

(1 ) Annal. T. 8. pref. 



\a) Thefe feven churches are 
the Vatican and Lateran Bafilicks, 
ot. Mary Major, and that of the 
Holy Crofs of Jerufalem, fituate 
on the different fides of the cicy : 
ot. Laurence's extra mures , two 
Wiles out of the city on the 
Tiburtin road, St. Paul's on the 
Ollian road, five miles from the 
M Forum, now called Canipo 
Vaccine, and St Scbaitian's on 
t " c Appian road. Thefe churches 

art " «U enriched with relicks of 



the moil celebrated martyrs, Sec . 

( />) Baronius was afterwards 
created cardinal, in j 596, by 
Clement VI 11. and died in \ 607 . 
Notwithstanding fome millakes 
in hillory unavoidable in full ef- 
fays of that nature, all mull ap- 
plaud his undertaking, and ad- 
mire both the work, and the great 
erudition, and innneiifc applica- 
tion and labour of this parent 
of the annals of church hiiiury. 
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St. Philip was one of the beft fcholars of the age : but bein 
defirous to approach nearer and nearer to Jefus Chrift, whofe 
fweet attractions he continually felt in his foul, at twenty-three 
years of age he fold even his books for the relief of the poor 
Often in prayer he was fo overwhelmed with fpiritual joy and 
fweetnefs as not to be able to ftand. Sometimes he was heard 
as he Jay proftrate on the ground to cry out : " Enough, 0 
* c Lord, enough : withhold a little ar prefent, I befeech you, 
the torrent of your fweetnefs." And another time : « De- 
part from me, O Lord ; depart from me. I am yet a mor. 
<c tal man, and am not able to bear fuch an abundance of ce- 
lefrial joy. Behold 1 die, my dear Lord, unlefs you fuccour 
me." He ufed often to fay : cc O God, feeing you are fo 
cc infinitely amiable, why have you given us but one heart to 
<c love you, and this fo little and fo narrow i" It is believed 
that if God had not, on fuch occafions, abated or withdrawn 
his confolations, he muft have died through excefs of joy, as 
he himfelf averred. Humility made him moft induftrious to 
conceal his knowledge or fcience, and much more the extraor- 
dinary gifts of grace : for he in all things fought his own con- 
tempt. Had not his heart been perfectly empty of itfelf, the 
divine love could never have found room in it to overflow in ; 
fuch abundance. So impetuous and fo fenfible was this love ; 
in his breaft, that it frequently difcovered itfelf in a wonderful j 
manner in his countenance and in the violent palpitation of his \ 
heart. For as St. Francis of Sales ihews in his book of the j 
Love of God, and as experience convinces, violent affections of j 
the mind produce ftrange effects upon the body (c). Galloni 
teftifies f T -at the divine love fo much dilated the breaft of our 
faint in an extraordinary rapture, that the griftle which joined the 
fourth and fifth ribs on the left fide was broken : which acci- 
dent allowed the heart and the larger veflels more plav : in 
which condition he lived fifty years. In the midft of a great 

city, he led for fomc years aimoft the life of a hermit, tor a 

long 

fo joyful hope, the moft health- 
ful temper of mind, joy and di- 
vine love which is always regu- 
lar, dilate the heart and vcikU, 
accelerate the motion of the 
fluids, increafe the fpirits and ex- 
ceedingly promote a good habit 
of body, which envy, jealouiy, 
inordinate fear and the like W' 
factions very much dillurb. JCC 

Cheyne, Boorehaave, Hcittcx 



(<r) Thefe effects the natural 
economy of the human body 
explains, though the caufe be 
obi cure, depending on the un- 
known laws of the union of the 
foul and body. As anger, and 
much more hatred and grief con- 
tract the human veflels, make 
the motion of the fluids languid 
and iluggilh, and create obllruc- 
tipns in the glands, which are 

the feeds of various diilempers $ 
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jon 0- time he eat only bread with a few olives herbs or an ap- 
ple, drank only water, and lay on the bare floor. His earneft 
defire of loving God more perfectly, by behur united to him in 
lory, made him languish continually after that blcfled hour 
when his foul fhould be freed from the piifon of his body, and 
taking her flight to its origin and centre, fhould drown itfelf in 
the ocean of all good. He was wont to fay, that to one that 
truly Joveth God, nothing can happen more grievous than de- 
lays of his enjoyment, and than life itfelf. But then the v\ ill 
of God, and the love of penance and fullering rmuJe this' delay 
itfelf a fubjedf. of comfort: in which he alio rejoiced with St. 
Paul (2), in as much as by living on earth lie was able ftill to 
labour in bringing fouls to God. His inlatiable zeal for the ful- 
vation of others drew him often to the exchange and other 
publick places in the city, to feck opportunities of gaining fome 
foul to God, or at leaft of preventing fome fin : in which he 
did wonders, and whilft yet a layman quite changed the face of 
fcveral publick places. He often vifited the hofpitals, there to 
comfort, exhort and ferve the lick. He lamented to fee the 
cuftom of waiting on poor fick perfons difufed in the world 5 
a practice extremely conducive to infpire fentiments of humi- 
lity and charity. He therefore defired very much to revive it., 
and with that view commenced the confraternity of the Blefled 
Trinity in Rome, with the afliftance of his confeflarius, who 
ivas a very holy priefr. named Perfiano Rofa. He laid the nrff. 
foundation of this pious eftablifhment with fourteen companions, 
in 1548, in the church of our Saviour Dcl-Campo. He fet- 
tled the moft admirable economy and good order for receivings 
ferving and jnftrucling the Tick and pilgrims. In this place St, 
Philip made pious difcourfej, and held conferences fevcral times 
every clay, and often till late at night, by which he leclaimed 
great numbers from vice, and conducted many to an eminent 
perfection. In the year of the jubilee 1550, he tranflutcd this 
confraternity to the church of the Holy Trinity, and eredted a 
'lew hofpital under the name of the iilcflcd 'I'm lit)', which to 
this day fubiifts in the moil flourifhing condition, and is one 
oi the belt regulated hofpitals in the work). Several cardinals 
:i,1< i princes come thither out of devotion in the evenings, to 
wafh the feet, and to ferve with their own hands the pilgrims, 
and especially the fick. Sometimes 600 waiters on an even- 
ing are aflemoled together to this ;\£t tA humility. 'J 'he ladies 
wait on the female patients in another hofpitul. St. Philip, not 
content with the care of hofpitals, laid himfell nut m 1 e - 
licving the tliftrciled in all parts of the city. It happened that 

Vol. II. 11 h 
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as he was carrying an alms in a ftormy night for fecrecy, he 
fell into a deep ditch : but was preferved by God from receiving 
any hurt. 

Humility made the faint fometimes think of devoting hi mfelf 
totheferviceofGodinalaical {rate. Butbeingdefirousto empioy 
bis labours in the beft manner he could in the care of fouls, he de- 
liberated with himfeJf what ftate to choofe for this end. On this 
occafion he was not only perfuaded, but mod: urgently preiTedand 
compelled by his confeflbr Rofa, to enter into holy orders. Af- 
ter a long preparation, he was ordained prieft in June 1551, 
being thirty -fix years old almoft complete. From which time 
he chofe his dwelling in a fmall community, at the church of 
St. Jerom, where Rofa and certain other very virtuous priefts 
lived. Every one eat by himfelf, and fafted according to his 
flrength and devotion. Here Philip mitigated the aufterities of 
his former life, and allowed himfelf a flender breakfaft in the 
morning 5 and for his fupper a couple of eggs, or a mefs of 
broth, or a few herbs or beans : he feldom eat any flefh, and 
rarely nfh. But when he eat abroad, which was very feldom, 
he took what was fet before him, to avoid fingularity : but ne- 
ver touched more than one thing ; and feemed to eat with- 
out any relifh of his food. He lived in a little unfurniflicd 
room, attending only to his devotions, and to the winning of 
fouls to God. In faying his firfl: mafs, he was fo overpowered 
with fpiritual confolations, that, on account of the making of 
his hands and whole body, he was fcarce able to pour the wine 
and water into the chalice : and this continued during the reft 
of the facrifice, efpecially at the elevation and communion, and 
he was often obliged to lean on the altar, being otherwife in 
danger of falling down. He faid mafs every day, unlefs hin- 
dered by fome grievous ficknefs ; and then he always received 
the holy communion. He often fell into raptures at the altar, 
particularly after communicating : alfo after mafs. On this 
account, he was fometimes two hours in faying mafs : for 
which reafon, towards the end of his life, he performed that 
function privately in a domcfHck chapel. The delight he 
found in receiving the holy facrament is inexprclTible. The 
very remembrance of that divine banquet, when he took an 
empty chalice into his hand, made him melt in tender fenti- 
mcnts of love. Galloni mentions fcveral extraordinary rap- 
tures with which the faint was favoured in prayer, and 
teiUfics that his body was fome times feen raifed from the 
ground, during his devotions, fome yards high (3), at which 

time 

(j) Galloni vit, c, 20. 
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time his countenance appeared fhining with a bright light (d). 

St. Phiiip was not iefs eminent in acal for the divine honour, 
and in charity for men, than in the gifts of contemplation. 

Soon 



(d) We find the fame authen- 
tically aticftcti of many other 
ibrvants of Ciod. St. Ignatius 
oi" Loyola was fometimes feen 
raifed in prayer two feet above 
the ground, his body at the fame 
time /hining with light. The 
like elevations are related in 
the lives of St. Dominick, St. 
Dunflan, St. Philip Benin, St. 
Cajetan, St. Albert of Sicily, 
B. Bernard Ptolemxi inftitutor of 
the Congregation of our Lady of 
raount Olivet (4), B. .Robert of 
Palcntin (5), &c. in the Bollan- 
difts ; of St. Francis of Afufium 
in his life by Chalippe, and o- 
thers. Many of the authors of 
thefe lives, perfons of undoubted 
veracity, teilify that they were 
themfeives eyewitnefles of this 
fad j others were fo careful and 
diligent writers that their au- 
thority cannot be queflioned. 
Thus Trivet tells us, that St. 
Richard, then chancellour to St. 
Edmund, archbilhop of .Canter- 
bury, one day opening foftly the 
chapel door, favv his archbifhop 
railed high in the air, with his 
knees then, and his arms (Iretch- 
ulont: but falling gently to the 
ground, and feeing his chancel - 
lour, he complained to him that 

lie had hind red him of great 

Ipintual delights and comfort (0). 
Bom Cahnet, an author il ill 
living, and a fevere and learned 
aitick, allures us, that he know;; 
a religious man who, in devout 
prayer, is fometimes involun- 
tarily railed in the air, and re- 
mains hanging in it without any 



fupport. Alfo that he is per- 
fonally acquainted with a devout 
nun, to whom the fame had of- 
ten happened (7). See in the life 
of St Terefa written by her- 
felf, how, no twith Handing her 
refinance, her body form time* was 
raifed from the ground. Whe- 
ther thefe perfons. and others to 
whom the like may have happen- 
ed, were raifed by the in viable 
miniHry of angels, or by any fu- 
pernatural operation immediately 
derived from God, is uncertain, 
and probably what they them- 
feives could not determine; any 
more than St. Paul could per- 
ceive whether he was carried up 
into heaven in his body or out of 

his body. It is objected to thefe 
miracles, that Eunapius, a Pla- 
tonick phiiofophcr, who, in 3.80, 
wrote the lives of Porphyrins and 
Jamblichus, relates that the latter 
was often raifed t n cubits into 
the air, and was feen furrou tided 
with a blight light. hut this 
hiitorian in credulity, and ma- 
lice againil the chriflians furpaf-. 
fed Porphyrins and jamblichuu 
them lei ves, and his tcjlimony 
in relating- fuch idle dreams can 
have no weight with any ieiious 
reader. By. the pretended rap- 
tuie of Jamblichus, it was his aim 
to iorgc a prodigy which might 
feem to rival the Ti an.stigu ration 
of Chrifl, and pn bably the fa- 
vours granted 10 ievcral taints, 
like this related of St. Philip. 
We mull obferve that iholc hea- 
then 1'laconick philuioplu ro , 
\vh<», in the lull; age of the gol- 
Ii h 2 i.el, 



U) Aug. xxi. (5) Aug. xviii. (6) Trivcth. Annal. p. 73. 
ad au. 124.0. (7) C'almetdijf. fur les Apparitions, ch. % 1. 
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Soon after he had received the priefthood, he was ordered by 
his fuperiours, and confeflarius, to hear confeflions 3 for which 



funcYi 



pel, laid claim to Theurgy or 
a magick power, never attempt- 
ed to perform any miracle in 
a publick authentick manner: 
their hiftorjans were remote in 
time, produce no fuffrcient vouch- 
ers in confirmation of the prodi- 
gies they relate, and overfet 
themfelvcs by the ridiculous ab- 
furdity of their hiftories, and 
their inconfiftencies both with 
themfelves and with the moft 
ain monuments of thofe ages. 
Jt was only with a view to dif- 
credit the inconteilable miracles 
which proved our holy religion 
to be the work of God, that they 
had recourfe to impofture, and to 
the illufions of magick. For 
this Porphyrius of Tyre, in 270, 
laid down pretended rules of di- 
vination : and his fcholar Jam- 
blichus above-mentioned, in Sy- 
ria, under Conftantine the Great, 
publilhcd a book Of Myfleries> 
which is only a heap of enthu- 
fiafm and abominable folly con- 
cerning the miraculous eflecls of 
the Theurgy, and the purification 
of the foul, till by a transforma- 
tion it is united to the celeftial 
powers. And both thefe im- 
port or s fen ou fly relate of Pytha- 
goras, that he was fahitcd by ri- 
vers, and that he could remem- 
ber all the feveral bodies his foul 
had animated, and how he had 
been a tree, a girl, a fjfli, and 
that very Kuphorhus the Tro- 
jan, who was Hain by Mc- 
jielaus ; with many other tales 
Itill more ridiculous, unknown 
to Diogenes Lacnius, or any 
former writer during above ftoo 
years from the death of Py- 

thn^oras, Philollratus, under 



ion 



the emperour Severus in 206 
another of the fame clafs, wrote 
the life of Apollonius Tyanaj- 
us, above 100 years after his 
death, containing an account 
of his pretended prodigies. But 
the view of all thefe writers was 
only to oppofe fuch forgeries to 
the true and evident miracles of 
Chriil and his followers, the 
reality of which they were not 
able to contend And fuch are 
the inconfiftency and abfurdity 
of their vague idle ftories, that to 
rank them with the fables of 
Ovid's Metamorphofis would be 
doing them too much honour. 
How unjuft is it to put the moft 
authentick chriftian miracles up- 
on a level with fuch ridiculous 
forgeries ? Thefe their preten- 
fions far from weakening, ferve 
to corroborate the evidence for 
the chriftian miracles, in as much 
as by them it appears to what 
wretched fliifts the moft ingeni- 
ous, the moft implacable, and 
moft learned adverfaries of our 
religion were driven. Certainly 
the reality and evidence of our 
miracles left no room for cavil, 
feeing philofophcrs of the grc.it- 
eft penetration, abilities and 
power could find no other ex 
pedient to gratify their inveterate 
malice againft us than by pre- 
tending to rival our miracles by 
the grofleft forgeries. It is, how- 
ever, no way unrcafonable to al- 
low that Apollonius Tyanoms 
and fonie others might, by the 
divine permiflion, cilecl certain 
wonderful things, as Tillemont 
and Flcury (can not unwilling 
to j»rant ; though the authority 
of the vouchers is by no means 

cogent- 
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function he was by a Jong preparation excellently qualified- 
And fb great was his defire of gaining fouls to God, that he was 
never weary of this employment ; though beginning early in the 
morning, he often fpent in it almoft the whole day. Even af- 
ter mak, when called to this duty, he contented himfelf with a 
fhort thankfgiving, and went immediately to attend this office 
of charity, preferring the comfort of others to his own molt 
favourite time of devotion. Nor is it credible how many fouls 
he drew out of the mire of fin, and moved to embrace a life of 
fingular perfection. Charity taught him innumerable devices 

H h 3 to 



cogent. The empire of the de- 
vil, though much reftrained from 
the time of the death of Chrilt 
to the coming of antichrift, 
which is implied by his being 
faid to be bound (8), is not fo,far 
abridged that he is not fuffercd, 
by fpecial permiffions of God, 
to ufe his natural power to tempt 
men to fin ; and alfo fometimes, 
though very rarely, to endeavour 
to feduce them by lying figns, in 
which he would fain mimick the 
finger of God. But on thefe 
occafions, he always bears the 
vifible marks of his impolture, 
by which his works may be dif- 
tinguifhed from thofe of God. 
Among thefe, a fecrcc titillation 
of pride is always a certain proof 
of his artifice. Hence thofe who 
lay down rules for the difcern- 
ment of fpirits, unanimously 
t'.'ach, that in vifions, rapts 
or extraordinary favours, every 
thing is to be afcribed to die illu- 
sion of the devil or the force of 
imagination, if the perfon co- 
veted, or was fond of fuch ex- 
traordinary favours, which is al- 
ways a grievous prefumption and 
dangerous ihare : likowifc if un - 
der them he feemed pufFUl up, 
if he divulged them, or willingly 
lj*>ke of them, except for private 
advice or neccflity. i ( 'or the Ho* 



ly Ghoft, efpecially in fuch fa- 
vours, always infpires by his gifts, 
and requires the moil profound 
humility, love of the clofelf. fe- 
crecy, and perfect obedience to 
the advice of fpiritual fuperiours, 
even againfl a perfon's own judg- 
ment. Such favours, if doubt- 
ful as to their origin, mult al- 
ways be difregarded. Ferfons 
mult alfo be convinced that fanc- 
tity no way confifls in them; 
mull fet no high value on them, 
and labour only to advance by 
every means in fin cere humility, 
meeknefs and charity : rejoicing 
not in them, but in the divine 
grace and mercy (9). This St. 
Philip perfectly underftood, and 
was endowed with a fingular gift 
of decerning fpirits. He fharp- 
ly reproved thofe that feemed to 
be delighted with vifions, and 
was wont to exhort fuch perfons 
to contemn them as dangerous 
fn ares, aflirming, " That no- 
" thing is more pernicious than 
" fuch mad mockeries of the 
" devils, who e a lily transform 
* £ thcnifch'es into angels of 
" light." J le inculcated, ** That 
' < perlbns ought to he only lbli- 
" citous to correct their man 
gi ners, and fubdue their pal 
" iions. 1 ' 



(8) Rev. xx. 2, 3. Lukex. zc«' 
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to \vin the moft hardened. The fight of a Jew, who happened 
one day to fpe^k to him, pierced him with fo deep a fentiment 
of compaflion for his foul, that for three whole weeks he never 
ceafed weeping and praying for him till he faw him baptized. 
By difpla) ing the terrours of deatl) and the divine judgments, 
he foftened the moft obdurate finncrs, if they once lifiencd to 
him. Thofe who ihunned him, for fear of the remedy of their 
fpiritual difeafes, he often gained by addrelling himfelf to God 
in tfuir behalf in fervent prayers. One he converted by dent- 
ing him to fay feveir times every day the Salve Regina^ killing 
the ground in the end, and adding thefe words: To~?rwrroiv / 
mav be among the dead. Thofe that were engaged in criminal 
habits, he cured by enjoining them every evening, with fome 
prayer, a fhort reflection on death ; or a fhort reprefentation to 
themfelves of a foul in hell, and an imaginary entertainment or 
dialogue with her on her ftate, on eternity, the emptinefs and ex- 
travagance of fin and the like: or fuch a reprefentation of a 
perfon dying, or of a carcafe laid in the grave. He had an 
excellent talent for exciting penitents to compunction, and in 
infpiring them with a fovereign abhorrence of all fin : alfo in 
aflifting them to difcover the occafions and fources of fin, and to 
cut them off. In this confifrs very much the fruit of repentance : 
the occafions and approaches of the evil muft be retrenched ; 
the cancer muft be entirely extirpated with every firing ot its 
root : the leaft fibre left behind will pufli forth again, and with 
more vigour than before. Here the penitent muff not fpare 
himfelf, whatever it cofts him : though he part with an eye or 
a foot. It is by the neglect of this precaution, that fo many 
cenverfions are falfe and counterfeit; and that rclapfes are fo 
frequent. Our fkilful director was careful to lay the axe to the 
root ; and not content to draw fouls out of Sodom, he obliged 
them to quit the neighbourhood, and fly to the mountains, to 
the greater}, diflance from the danger. With this precaution, 
the other remedies, which he applied, all produced their cleiired 
effect. The faint, by the lights which the purity of his af- 
fections, and his fpirit of prayer, were the means of obtaining, 
and by his learning and fingular experience in the paths ol vir- 
tue, conducted fervent fouls in the maxims of heroic!' per J 
fection. He fometimcs miraculoufly penetrated the feci els of 
the hearts of others ; and in particular knew hidden fur; ol im- 
purity by the flench which fuch finners exhaled, as fevual tdli- 
fied after his death. To one he faid, that " he perceived Inch 
4t a horrid flench to come from the perfon infected with tin ■ 
ct filthy vice, that he never found anything fo noil< liu'." 'I 0 
fume who had criminally concealed fueh fins in ronfcflion, he 

laid : ct To mc you caft forth an ill iavour ; ,yuu are iaUen into 

! " fuch 
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** fuch a fin of impurity: caft out the poifon by confe^Tion." 
His tbirfl for the falvation of fouls made him earneflly delire to 
go to the Indies : but he was difluaded by thofe whom he con- 
sulted, who told him that Rome was his Indies ; a large 
field for all his zeal and labour, which would furnifli him with 
an ample harveft. 

The laint received aJJ that reforted to him in his chamber, 
and was wont to inftrucl them by daily conferences, with in- 
credible unction and fruit. Evil eyes could not bear fo great a 
light; and certain envious and malicious perfbns derided his 
devotion at mate, and his other actions, and by the mo ft contu- 
melious difcourfe, and outrageous ilanders Infuhcd his per/on, 
and blackened his reputation. All which he bore with meek- 
nefs and filence, never once opening his mouth in his own de- 
fence, or complaining of any one, but rejoicing to fee himfelf 
meet with fcorn and contempt. Often when he was reviled, 
iie exulted with joy. One of thefe flanderers was fo moved by 
feeing the chearfulnefs of the faint's countenance, and his in- 
vincible patience, whilft another curfed and reproached him in 
the moft bitter terms, that he was converted upon the fpot, un- 
dertook the defence of the fervant of God, and entered upon a 
penitential and edifying courfe of life. The author of all thefe 
injuries and affronts, moved alfo at the faint's patience and 
mildnefs, of his own accord came to him, and upon his knees 
begged his pardon, which St. Philip willingly granted him; and 
molt kindly embracing him, received him into the number of 
his children. The man of God faid, that if we afk of God 
patience and humility, we ought to rejoice and thank him when 
he fendcth us occafions of exercifing thofe virtues, which are not to 
be obtained but by crofles, and frequent ac-ls of them. Another 
time, when he had opened his Oratory, certain perfons accufed 
him of pride and ambition, and that he loved and affected to 
be followed by the people. Upon which complaints, the vicar 
of Rome gave him a fharp reprimand, foibad him to hear coa- 
feffions for fifteen days, and to preach without a new licence ; 
he moreover threatened him with imprifonment, if he did not 
leave his new ways of proceeding. The faint modeftiy an- 
hvered, that he was moft ready to obey his fupcriours in what- 
ever they ihould command him. He excufed the authors of his 
troubles in the bell manner he was able, and with chearfulnefs 
laid to his friends, that God had permitted him to be fo treated, 
that he might become humble. By his patience and modelly 
this florin blew over, and after an enquiry into his conduct, 
leave was given him to live after his wonted manner, and to 
°raw fuincrs to God by fuch means as his prudence Ihould fug- 
p't After which, his chamber began to be frequented by 

ZJ h 4 many 
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many of the prime nobility, to the lingular profit of their 
fouls. His charity for all feemed to have no bounds : but 
when he did but look on notorious wicked men, he could 
hardly contain the abundance of tears, which compaflion moved 
him to fhed. 

Defiring by all means in his power to help his neighbour, 
he, by his conferences, laid the foundation of the Congrega- 
tion of Oratorians in 1551. Several priefts and young Lccleii- 
aiiicks affociating themfelves with him, began to affifr. him in his 
conferences, and in reading prayers and meditations to the 
people, in the church of the Holy Trinity. They were cal- 
led Oratorians, becaufe at certain hours every morning and 
afternoon, by ringing a bell they called the people to the 
church to prayers and meditations. In 1564, when the faint had 
formed bis Congregation into a regular community, he preferred 
feveral of his young Eccleilaflicks to holy orders ; one of whom 
was the famous Cyefar Baronius. At the fame time he formed his 
difcip'es into a community, uling one common purfe and table, 
and he gave them rules and ftatutes. He forbad any of them 
to bind thcmfelves to this ftatc by vow or oath, that all might 
live together joined only by the bands of fervour and holy charity 5 
labouring with all their ftrength to eftablifh the kingdom of 
Chrift in themfelves by the moft perfect fancfification of their 
own fouls, and to propagate the fame in the fouls of others, 
by preaching, inft ru£ting the ignorant, and teaching the chrif- 
tian doc-trine. The general he appointed to be triennial : but 
was himfelf, much againft his will, chofen general for 
life, though he afterward found means to obtain a releafc from 
that burden, by alleging his age and infirmities. This hap- 
pened in 1595, when Baronius was chofen his fucceiibur, 
though that great man left nothing unattempted to remove the 
burden from his fhoulders. 

St. Philip, who dated the foundation of his Oratory in 
1564, obtained of pope Gregory XIII. the approbation of his 
Congregation in 1 575. Its constitutions were afterward con- 
firmed by Paul V. in 1612. The fame Gregory XIII. be- 
flowed on the faint the church of our Lady of Vallicclla, 
which was new built in a finifhed talle by exquifite architects, 
whence it is called the New church. St. Philip took poflef- 
fion of it in 15H3: but his Congregation if ill continues to 
ferve alfo the hofpital of pilgrims" of the holy Trinity. Ihe 
faint lived to fee many houfes of his Oratory creeled at Mo- 
reucc, Naples, San Scvcrino, Anxnr, Lucca, Firnio, I anor- 

mo, Lano, Padua, Viccnz.a, Ferrara, Thonon, &c. (</) | lc 

cfhi- 

(d) The Oratorians in Italy religious men, but fccular pricJUi 
a*c called Philipnini, aud arc i»ot living in communities. n,i: ' 
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cftablifced among his followers the rule of obedience, and a 
total abnegation of their own will, faying, " This is the 
« fhorteft and moft allured way to attain to perfection." He 
was fo great a lover of poverty, that he earneftly defired al- 
ways to live deftitute of worldly goods, and in a fuffering ilate 

of 



Congregation flourifhes in that 
country with learned and emi- 
nent men, from whofe zealous 
labours in teaching youth, and 
in all the. functions of the mi- 
niftry, the publick reaps much 
advantage. 

The French Oratory is an infti- 
tute formed upon the plan of the 
Italian Oratory, butdifferingin fe- 
veral material points. The foun- 
der was the learned and pious 
cardinal Peter de Berulle. That 
(rreat man was defcended of a 
noble family of Champagne. 
His father Claude was a coun- 
fellour or judge in the parliament 
of Paris, and his mother Louifa 
Seguier was by her exemplary 
piety an additional ornament to 
the long line of great ftatefmen, 
and prelates, which in her fami- 
ly had for many ages ferved 
their country. After the deceafe 
of her virtuous confort, fhc be- 
came a Carmelite nun, in which 
auitere Order (he died in the 
arms of her pious fon, in the 
78th year of her age. Peter, 
when only eighteen years old, 
wrote an excellent book, On felf- 
iiitiui!. He at fir It turned his 
thoughts towards a religious 
life ; but being defirous to ierve 
his neighbour, at lalt entered a- 
mong the fecular clergy, and af- 
ter a retreat of forty days fpent 
m afliduoiifi prayer and great an- 
Aeritics, in a convent of ca- 
puchins, received holy orders 

m 1 599- In faying his riril 

livuls , lie fell into raptures in the 



prefence of many perfons. From 
his infancy he was a fervent 
lover of humility, mortification, 
retirement and prayer : and his 
whole life was a perfeel model 
of thefe virtues. Though he was 
a molt learned divine, yet out of 
humility he would never take the 
degree of doctor. He refufed 
the bifhopricks of Laon and 
Nantes, and the abbacy of St. 
Stephen of Caen ; alfo the ho- 
nour of being preceptor to the 
dauphin of France, though he 
was very much prefTed to take 
upon him that charge. The 
king once finding all his endea- 
vours in vain to oblige him to 
accept of a bifhoprick, faid with 
warmth, he would take care 
that he fhould be compelled to 
confent, by one who was greater 
than himfelf, meaning the pope, 
Berulle refolutely anfvvered, that 
if he was preflcd any more upon 
that head, he would leave his 
majefty's dominions. He con- 
verted the count of Laval, and 
many other Calvinills, and em- 
ployed himfelf with great zeal 

in the direction of fouls. He 
fettled in France the Tcrcfian 
or Carmelite nuns, whom he 
brought from Spain in 1603, 
and was himfelf many years 
the confeflarius of thole chaite 
fpoufes of Chrift in their nunnery, 
which, for his fake, the queen 
mother, Mary IVledieis, built lor 
their ufc in Paris. This great 
fervaiit of God formed certaii 
priells in the perfect Ipirit of 

their 
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of indigence. He flridUy ordained that none of his concr re . ' 
gation fhould have to do with the purfe of their penitents 
faying, cc It is impoilible to gain both their fouls and their ' 
" goods." This holy man lived equally reverenced and be- 
loved 



their holy frate, and by the 
ffrong perfuafions of St. t'rar.cis 
of Sales, venerabie Cxfar de 
Bus, and F. Coton, and by the 
repeated commands of his bi- 
Ihop, cardinal de Retz, founded 
the French Oratory in 161 1. 
Ke worked with his own hands 
in building their airffc chapel, 
and carried himfelf hods of 
mortar : for he fought every op- 
portunity of humiliation. The 
French Oratorians are a Con- 
gregation of prierts who live in 
voluntary poverty, obedience, 
and the laborious functions of 
their ftate, according to the fpi- 
rit of Jefus Chrift. They are 
not religious men, but can of 
their own accord leave the Con- 
gregation ; which was confirm- 
ed by Paul V. in 1613. The 
holy founder, notwithstanding 
his reluctancy, was often em- 
ployed in publick affairs. When 
the marriage of the princefs 
Henrietta Maria, daughter of 
Henry IV. of France, with 
Charles I. king of England was 
concluded, the French king fent 
the Abbe Berulle to Rome to 
procure a difpenfation on ac- 
count of the difference of reli- 
gion : on which occafion the 
then pope Urban VIM. after 
convcrfing often with the holy 
man, (hid : " Mr. Berulle is 
*' not a man, but an angel. 1 * 
And he ever wrote orders to his 
nuncios in France to follow in 
all things his advice, and to 
do nothing without it. lie fent 
a cardinal's hat to meet him 

upon his return into France, 



with an exprefs command to 
accept it. Eerulle received the 
hat at Paris in 1627. Kina 
Lewis XIII. fent him into Fin- 
land to conduct thither his fitter 
Henrietta Maria ; and he there 
gained the efteem and vene- 
ration of the whole court, tho 1 
his flay was very fhort. We 
are afiured, fays Perrauit, that 
what chiefly determined Lewis 
XIII. and his council to under- 
take the fiege of Rochelle, was 
a revelation which this cardinal 
had, that it would be fuccefs- 
ful. Berulle wrote many excel- 
lent works of piety, which were 
publifhed in one volume folio 
by his learned and holy fuc- 
cefTour in the Oratory, F. Bonr- 
guoin, who has prefixed to them 
his life. In his writings we ad- 
mire his wonderful zeal and 
piety, his love of perfect felf- 
denial and profound humility; 
and the nioft tender devotion to 
our divine Redeemer, and his 
facred paflion : alfo to the blef- 
fed Virgin, and St. Mary Mag- 
dalen. Notwithrtanding his dig- 
nity of cardinal, and his great 
authority in the church and It at e f 
he never departed from his Jult 
plan of life, or from the fimpli- 
city, modeily, poverty and tempe- 
rance of a true difeiplc of Jefiu; 

Chrift. He faid niafs every day 
with the molt tender and edify- 
ing devotion, and died of an 
apoplexy at the altar, jult he- 
fore the confecration, whiM he 
was o He ring to God the facn- 
fice of his heart, together with 
the immaculate victim he wa>' 
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loved by the popes Pius IV. and V. Gregory XIII. and 
XIV". and Clement VIII. and by other great men, particular- 
ly bv St. Charles Borromaeo. Among other miracles, when 
Jje himfelf lay fick of a fever, and his life feemed defpaired 
0 f he was fuddenly reftored to health by a vifion of the blef- 
fed Virgin, in which he fell into a wonderful rapture, and 
cried out, cc O moll: holy Mother of God, what have I done 
« that you fhould vouchfafe to come to me ?" Coming 
to himfelf he faid unawares to four phyficians that were pre- 
sent: tc Did not you fee the blelled mother of God, who by 
« her vifit hath driven away my diftemper ?" But immediate- 
ly perceiving that he had difcovered his vifion, he befought 
them not to difclofe it to any one. On feveral occafions he 
exactly foretold things to come. Baronius and others terrified, 
that they had heard feveral predictions from his mouth which 
the events always confirmed. 

St. 



wins 



to confecrate. Whence 

ie epigram : 
Capta fub extremis nequeo dum 

facra facerdos 
Ptrficere ; at /alt em 'vittitna 
perfciam. 



See his life by Perault, Horn- 
ma illufir. by JBurguoin, and 
by Herve. Cardinal Berulle 
died in 1629, fifty-five years 
old. 

A virtuous lady of Paris was 

a great afliftant to the cardinal 
in his pious foundations, efpe- 
cially that of the Carmelite 
num. Her name was Barbara 
Aurijlon, by marriage Acharie. 
Having lived in the world re- 
markable for her great chari- 
ties, devotions, and mortifica- 
tions, being- a widow, fhe was 
I'colcilcd a lay- filler in the poor 
houfe of the Carmelite nuns in 
Amiens : for flic declined the 
peat nunnery in Paris, in found - 
!''', vvhkh fhe had been greatly 
"'Hruinenta/. 1ms not to be ex- 
celled with what reluctance the 



nuns confented to receive a 
perfon of her quality, their 
miftrefs and foandrefs in France., 
as a fervant ; and Dr. du Val, 
joint fuperiour with Berulle, 
and the nuns oppofed the de- 
fign : but Berulle, difcerning in 
her requeit. a fincere fpirit of 
humility, would not have her 
lofe the merit of that virtue, 
and prevailed tliar her requeit 
fhould be granted. She with 
joy undertook to ferve in the 
kitchen, and as fecond filler in 
keeping the houfe clean. She 
was called, in religion, Mary of 
the Incarnation, and is regarded 
as foundrebi, under cardinal Be- 
rulle of the French Tcrefian nuns, 
as filler Anne of St. liai tholomcw 
the individual companion of" St. 
Tcrcfa, was of thole in Inlanders, 
having founded the nunnery at 
Ihiiflels in 1606, who died there 
in the odour of Janet iiy in 1621. 
Siller Mary, alter her fol 
vows, was removed to I'ontoifc, 
and theie died in lOiH, fifty- 
two year's old. 
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St. Philip was of a fickly conftitution, and was ufuallv 
vifited every year by one or two fharp fevers, which fom e 
times held him a longtime; yet he lived to a good old a^e 
In 1595, he lay all the month of April fick of a very violent 
fever : and in the beginning of May was taken with a vomit- 
ing of blood, difcharging a very large quantity. Ca?far Ba- \ 
ronius gave him extreme uncTion ; and when the hemorrhage 
had ceafed, cardinal Frederick Borromaeo brought him the 
Viaticum. When. the faint faw the cardinal entering his cham- ] 
ber with the holy facrament, to the amazement of all that 
were prefent, he cried out with a loud voice, and abundance 
of tears : " Behold my Love, my Love ! He conies, the on- 
<c ly delight of my foul. Give me my Love quickly." Ho ] 
repeated with the cardinal, in the moft: tender fentimcnts of 
devotion and love, thofe words, Domine non fum dignus, add- 
ing, * c I was never worthy to be fed with thy body," After 
receiving the Viaticum, he faid : 66 I have received my phv- 
fician into my lodging." He had procured many mafles to 
be faid for him, and in two or three days feemed perfectly 
recovered, faid mafs every day, and heard confeHions as ufual. 
Yet he foretold to feveral perfons, and frequently, his ap- 
proaching death, and the very day of it, as they declared upon 
oath. On the three laft days of his life, he was overwhelm- 
ed with more than ordinary fpiritual love, efpecially on the 
day that he died, on which he counted every hour, waiting 
for the end of the day, which he forefaw to be the moment 
in which his foul would ingulph itfelf into the ocean of im- 
mortal blifs. Being taken with another fit of vomiting blood, 
Baronius reading the recommendation of the foul, lie with 
great tranquility expired juft after midnight, between the 25th 
and 26th of May 1595, being near fourfcore and two years 
old. His body was opened, and the place where his ribs 
were bur ft, and the fkin projected to the bignefs of a main 
fift, was feen by many. His heart and bowels were buried 
among his brethren, but his body was enfhrincd, and found \\\v 
corrupted feven years after. One Auftin Magiflrius, who for 
many years had been troubled with loathfome running ulcus 
in his neck, which phyficians had judged incurable, hearing 
of the death of the faint, went to the church where his body 
was expofed ; and after praying long before his hearfe, appli- 
ed his blefled hands to his ("ore neck, and found himlcli 
immediately cured ; which miracle live eycwitncfles atteitc 
upon oath. Other like miracles are related by Galloni, the 
difciplc of the faint, and an afliitant of Baronius in com- 
piling his annals. St. Philip was canonized by Gregory XV. 
in 1 62?.i c 
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St. Philip, inflamed with the love of God, and a defire of 
praifing him worthily, after offering him ail the affections of 
ins foul, and the homages of all his creatures, feeing in their 
poverty and inability nothing equal to his infinite greatnefs, 
comforted himfelf in finding in the mafs a means of glorifying 
him by a victim worthy of himfelf. This he offered to him 
with inexpreflible joy, devotion and humility, to praife and ho- 
nour his holy name, to be a facrifice of perfect thankfgiving 
for his infinite benefits, of expiation for fin 5 and of impetration 
to obtain all graces. Hence in this facrifice he fatiated the ar- 
dent defires of his zeal, and found fuch an excefs of over- 
flowing love and fweetnefs. 
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St. AUGUSTINE, Apoftle of the 

Englifh, B. C. 

Frwt Bcde) b. z. ch, 23, cifV. and the letters and life of St. 

Gregory. 

A. D. 604. 

THE Saxons, Englifh and Jutes, pagan Germans, who, in 
this ifland, began in 454, to expei the old Britons into 
(be mountainous part of the country, had reigned here 
about 150 years, when God was pleafed to open their eyes to 
the light of the gofpel (a). St. Gregory the Great, before his 
pontificate, had defired to become himfelf their apoftle : but 

was 



^1 

j («) The Saxons arc placed by 
; Ptolemy, when they became firlt 
j k ,l< wn to the Romans, at the 
back of the Cumbrians. Gro- 
: iius, in his iii/lory of the Goths, 
proves them to have been ori»i- 
«% Getai or Goths, who paf- 
jed from Sweden into Germany : 
»f alio fhews, that the Scythian 
(iciie founded the Gothick na- 
f ton. And it is evident from the 
I'^lifli Saxon, the Mwfogothick 
•«ul other Grammars, printed by 
-Micks, that the Knglifh Sax- 
on language is derived from the 
<'°tluck. J t may be added, 

™u ancient Saxons brought iu- 



to England the religion and 
idols of the Goths, the famo 
which the Danes, Swedes and 
Norwegians, who all defcended 
from the Goths, likewifc wor- 
fhiped ; as Thor, the yod of 
thunder, like the Roman Jupi- 
ter, from whom Thiu'fday takes 
its name : Wo'km, the >od of war, 
from the name of whoi iWeduci- 
day is derived : J/riga or i*rea 
his wife, the goddefs oi love like 
Venus, froiu whom comes the 
name of Friday, 'j eefday lecina 
called, not from Hie peculiar 
god of the Geiiuans, Tuiico, 

as Vcrllegan imagines, but ci- 

th.V 
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was hindered by the people of Rome, who would by no means 
fuffer him to leave that city. This undertaking, however, he 

had 



ther from Tys, a fon of Woden, 
from whom the Iflanders call it 
Tyfdag, or rather from Dyfa or 
Thifa, the wife of Thor, the 
goddefs of Juftice, to whom fe- 
veral temples were built among 
the Swedes and Danes. The 
Swedes and Danes facrificed men 
to Thor before any great entcr- 
prife. The Saxons eroding the 
Wefer, acquired a new fettle- 
ment near the coaft, towards 
Frifeland, and by their piracies 
grew terrible to the Romans in 
the fourth and fifth centuries, as 
appears from Ammianus Mar- 
ccllinus, the poet Claudian and 
Orofius. The Angles feem to 
have been a tribe of the Cim- 
brians ; and the Jutes (fo called 
from their anceftors the Gets) 
inhabited Jutland. All the Da- 
nifh, Swedifh and Saxon writers 
fay that Woden was a Goth, 
who returning with an army of 
adventurers from the Afiatick 
Scythia near the Palus Mceotis, 
fettle with his people in Jutland, 
and was a great conqucrour in 
thofe parts. From this Woden, 
all the firfl Englifti Saxon Lings 
who founded the Heptarchy in 
England, are faid to have dc- 
fcended. Their pedigrees are 
publiflied by Dr Gale, at the 
end of his I art volume. Hen- 
gift, the firft king of Kent, was 
only the fifth from Woden. The 
Britons being 'abandoned by the 
Romans, who had drained the 
country of its fokliery and 
llrength, and being cowardly, 
vicious, full of mutual conten- 
tions, and extremely ndd.cicd to 
drunkennefs a d debauchery, 
were unable to wi tit Hand t he 

Picls and Scots, and implored tho 



fuccour of the Saxons, who un- 

der Hengift and Horfa, two bro- 
thers, defeated the Picls in Lin- 
col nfhire, and received for their 
recompenfe of king Vortigern a 
fettlement in Kent. But feeing the 
cowardice and weaknefs of the 
Britons, they invited over their 
countrymen from Germany, and 
feized the country of the Bri- 
tons, whom they drove into the 
mountains of Wales, though af- 
ter the death of the vicious Bri- 
tifti kings Vortigern and Vor 
timer, Aurelius Ambrofius (who 
from the command of the annv 
was advanced to the throne) and 
afterward king Arthur, during a 
reign of twenty- feven years, made 
a glorious ftand. Hengiil ar- 
rived in Britain in 449, but was 
only chofen king of Kent eight 
years after, in ^57 ; Etheibert, 
his fourth defcendant, came to 
ih~. crown in 561. From the 
Jutes came the inhabitants cf 
Kent, PJampfhire and the ifle of 
Wight; from the Saxons, the 
Eaft-Saxons, South-Saxons and 
Weft-Saxons: and from the An- 
gles, the Eaft Angles, Mercians 
and Northumbrians. The king- 
dom of the South Saxons con- 
tained Suflcx, Surry, and the ilk 
of Wight ; that of the Halt- 
Saxons, Eflex, Middlcfcx and 
part of HertfordHiire: that ot 
the Weft-Saxons or Gcviflian*. 
Hampfliire, Borkfhire, V\ ihflurc, 
Dorfetftiire, Somcrfctlhire and 
Devonfhire: that of Kent, the 
county of that name : :har of the 
Eaft Angles, Norfolk. Suilollc, 
the ifte of Ely and part of Heit- 
fordfliirc: that of the Mercians, 
Lincolnflriic, Nottu)ghanillni<» 
Dcrbyjhire, Chefliire, Shr?P 
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had very much at heart, and never ceafed to recommend to God 
the fouls of this infidel nation. When he was placed in the 
apoftolick chair, he immediately turned his thoughts towards 
this abandoned part of the vineyard,. and refolved to fend hither 
a fe\e£t number of zealous labourers. For this great work 
none feemed better qualified than Auguftine, then prior of St. 
Gregory's monaftery, dedicated to St. Andrew in Rome. Him 
therefore the pope appointed fuperiour of this million, allotting 
him feveral ailiftants who were Roman monks. The powers 
of hell trembled at the fight of this little troop which marched 
a^ainft them armed only with the crofs, by which they had 
been ftripped of their empire over men. Zeal and obedience 
gave thefe faints courage, and they fet out with joy upon an ex- 
pedition of which the prize was to be either the conqueft of a 
new nation to Chrifr, or the crown of martyrdom for them- 
felves. But the devils found means to throw a /tumbling- block 
in their way. St. Gregory had recommended them to feveral 
French bifhops on their road, of whom they were to learn the 
circum fiances of their undertaking, and prepare themfelves ac- 
cordingly. But when the miflionaries were advanced feveral 
days journey, probably as far as Aix in Provence, certain per* 
Tons, with many of thofe to whom they were addreiFed, exag- 
gerated to them the ferocity of the Englifli people, the dif- 
ference of manners, the difficulty of the language , the dangers of 
thefea, and other fuch obftacles, in fuch a manner that they deli- 
berated whether it was prudent to proceed : the refult of which 
confutation was that Augufline fhould be deputed back to 
St. Gregory, to lay before him thefe difficulties, and to beg 
leave for them to return to Rome. The pope, well apprifed of 
the artifices of the devil, faw in thefe retardments themfelves 
greater motives of confidence in God ; for where the enemy is 
moft aclive, and obltaclea feem greateft in the divine fcrvice, 
there we have rcafon to conclude that the work is of the creator 
importance, and that the fuccefs will be the more glorious. 
Souls are never prepared for an eminent virtue and the bright- 
eft crowns, but by pairing through great trial*-. 'I 'Jus, though 
often immediately owing to the malice of the devil, is per- 
mitted by God, and is an cftect of bis all- wife providence to 

laifc 

flijrc, Staflbrdihire, Warwick- provinces of Deira to the loath 
Ihiiv, Luiceileriliire, Northamp- and Jkrnicia to the north, com- 
toufhiru, ItutlnncMurc, Hunting- prifed York/hire, Lancafliire, 
toulhirc, Ifcdtbrrffliiic, Bucking- WcilniorelaiKl.CuiiibcrlaiKl J>in - 

,l4 ' u «lliirc,Oxfi)rtlfliirc,Worccllcr- ham, Northtmibei land, and part 
wire, riurcibrtlihirc and l*lo- of Scotland :is fa r as the Kiith* 
cellurlhirc : that of the Nor- — See Smnmcs, Tym/li, &c. 

"uimbiians, fubdivided into the 
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raife the fervour of his fervants for the exceeding increafe of 
their virtue. St. Gregory therefore fent Auguftine back with a 
letter of encouragement to the reft of the miflionaries, repre- 
fenting to them the cowardice of abandoning a good work 
when it is begun ; exhorting them not to liften to the evil W- 
geftions of railing men, and exprelling his defire of the haptn- 
nefs of bearing them company, and ftiaring in their labours 
had it been poflible. The temptation being removed, the 
apoftolick labourers purfucd their journey with great alacrity, 
and taking fome Frenchmen for interpreters along with 
them (£), landed in the ifle of Thanet, on the eafl fide of 
Kent, in the year 596, being with their interpreters near forty 
perfons. From this place St. Ayguftine fent to Ethelbert, the 
powerful king of Kent, fignifying that he was come from 
Rome, and brought him a moft happy m eft age, with an allured 
divine promife of a kingdom which would never have an end, 
The king ordered them to remain in that ifland, where he took 
care they mould be furnifhed with all neceflaries, whilft he de- 
liberated what to do. This great prince held in fubje&ion all 
the other Englim kings who commanded on this fide the Hum- 
ber : nor was he a ftranger to the chriftian religion ; for his 
queen Bertha, a daughter of Clotaire I. king of France, was a 
chriftian, and had with her Luidhard, bifhop of Senlis, for her 
director and almoner. After fome days, the king went in per- 
fon to the ifle, but fat in the open air to admit Auguftine to 
his prefence: for he had a fuperftitious notion, that if he came 
with any magical fpell, this would have an effe£t upon him 
under the cover of a houfe, but could have none in the open 
fields. The religious men came to him in proceffton, car- 
* c rying for their banner a ftlver crofs, and an image of our 
<c Saviour painted on a board ; and finging the litany as they 
<c walked, made humble prayer for thcmfelvcs, and for the fouh 
* c of thofe to whom they came." Being admitted into the 
prefence of the king, they announced to him the word of life. 
His majefty liftcned attentively ; but anfwercd, that their words 
and promifes indeed were fair, but new, and to him uncertain: 
however, that fince they were come a great way for his lake, 
fthey mould not be molcfted, nor hindered from preaching to his 

Subjects* He alfo appointed them neccflary fubfiflence, and J 

dwelling- 

[h) The Franks and Englifli Ilolflein, or the continent of 
Saxons were equally Gcimun Denmark, Rill called J ntlam 
nations; the former came 130 Hence the French and KngM 
ycarr. earlier from beyond the both hat! the fame language « 
Rhine ; the latter from the coun- biftiop Godwin obfcrves ^ m 
tries about the mouths of the this chcumttaoce. 

Rhine and the Klb, and about 
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dwelling-place in Canterbury, the capital city of his domi- 
nions. They came thither in proceflion finging, and imitated 
the lives of the apoftles, ferving God in prayer, watching and 
falling; defpifing the things of this world, as perfons who be- 
longed to another, and ready to fufFer or die for the faith which 
they preached. There ftood near the city an old church of St. 
Martin, left by the Britons. In this was the queen accuftomed 
to perform her devotions, and in ir the apoftolick preachers be- 
gan to meet, fing, fay mafs, preach and baptize, till the kino- 
being converted, they had licence to repair and build churches 
every where. ' Several among the people were converted, and 
received the holy facrament of regeneration ; and in a fhort 
time the king himfclf, whofe converfion was followed by in- 
numerable others. 

Bedc fays, that St. Auguftine after this went back to Aries to 
Etherius, bilhop of that city, from whofe hands he received the 
cpifcopal confecration : but for Etherius we muft read Vir^ilius, 
who was at that time archbifhop of Aries, Etherius being bifliop 
of Lions (c). The reafon why he went fo far feems to have 
been, becaufe the archbifhop of Aries was not only primate, 
but apoftolick legate in Gaul ; and Auguftine probably wanted his 
advice in many things. The faint had baptized the king, and 
was himfelf ordained bifliop before October 597 ; within the 
fpace of one year : for the letter of St. Gregory, to encourage 
the miflionaries in France to proceed, was dated on the tench 
of Auguft 596. In 598, the fame pope wrote to Eulogius, pa- 
triarch of Alexandria, that Auguftine had been ordained bifhop, 
with his licence, by the German prelates : fo he calls the French, 
becaufe they came from Germany. He adds, " In the laft fo- 
" lemnity of our Lord's nativity, more than ten thoufand of 
the Englifh nation were baptized by this our brother and 
fellow-bifhop." 

St. Auguftine, immediately after his return into Britain, font 
■baiirenee and Peter to Rome to folicit a fupply of more la- 
bourer^ and they brought over feveral excellent difeiplcs of 

Vol. 11. I i * pope 



(*•) Seethe llencdiclines in their 

of St. Gregory : alio Mrs. 
ivliz. Klilo b. Wharton thinks St. 

■Aquiline was ordained in Fi ance 
neiore he went over into l f *n:*~ 
' uticl , beeaufo St. Gregory, in his 
: letter to queen JJrunechilde in 
' ^'tuInT <v<//, llylcs him his bro- 
11 er ;iM d kllow-bifhop. iUu the 
1 Vprd:, lellimony of Uede is not 

llJ be ib eah'ly let aiide : and had 



St. A 11 "inline been firJl fent over 
bilhop, lie would have rather 
been ordained before he left 
Rome. J le mitdit have bap- 
tised the kin',', and made h\n 
journey to Arle:. within t lie fp:uv 
of one year. Which acroiiM 
b.-It ;mmcc:i wiih ihe luuciu of St. 
Clivpoiy, a-, Uie l.>cncdietin*.:. ie- 

JH'U I. , 
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pope Gregory ; among whom were Mellitus, the firft bifhop of 
London, Juftus, the firft bifhop of Rochefter, Paulinus, the 



St. Auguftine's. <c With this colony of new miflionaries, the holy 
" pope fent all things in general for the divine worfhip and the 
cc fervice of the church, viz. facred vefiels, altar clothes, orna- 
« ments for churches, and veftments for priefts and clerks: 
«« relicks of the holy apoftles and martyrs, and many books," as 
Bede writes ( i ). St. Auguftine wrote frequently to St. Gregory, 
whom he confulted in the leaft difficulties which occurred in his 
rniniftry; which fhew the tendernefs of his confcience; for in 
many things which he might have decided by his own learning 
and prudence, he defired to render his confcience more fccure 
by the advice and decifton of his chief paftor. The fame pope 
wrote to the abbot Mellitus(2), directing the idols to be de- 
ftroyed, and their temples to be changed into chriftian churches, 
by purifying and fprinkling them with holy water, and erecting 
altars, and placing relicks in them ; thus employing the fpoils of 
E^-ypt to the fervice of the living God. He permits the cele- 
bration of wakes on the anniverfary feafts of the dedications of 
the churches, and on the folemnities of the martyrs to be en- 
couraged among the people, the more eafily to withdraw them 
from their heathenifh riotous feftivals. The good king Ethel- 
bert laboured himfelf in promoting the conversion of his fub- 
iecSls during the twenty remaining years of his life he en- 
idled wholefome laws, abolifhed the idols, and {hut up their 
temples throughout his dominions. He thought he had gained 
a kingdom, when he faw one of his fubjedts embrace the faith, 
and looked upon himfelf as king only, that he might make the 
Kino- of kings, be ferved by others. He built Chrift-Church, 
the cathedral in Canterbury, upon the fame fpot where had 
formerly ftood a heathenifih temple. He alfo founded the 
abbey of SS. Peter and Paul without the walls of that city,fmce 
called St. Auguftine's; the church of St. Andrew in Rodger, 
&c He brought over to the faith Sebert, the pious king of the 
Eafl-Saxons, and Rcdwald, king of the Eaft-Angles, though 
the latter, Samaritan-like, worfliippcd Chrift with his idols. 
Ethclbcrt reigned fifty-fix years, and departed to our x.ord m 
616 He was buried in the abbey-church of SS. Peter and I aul, 
which himfelf had founded. He had been baptized in the 
church of St. Pancras, which St. Auguftine had dedicated, and 
which had been a pagan temple, on that very fpot where ne 
limit foon after Chritt-Church, as is mentioned in an old ma- 
nufcript nrefcrved in the library of Trinity-Hall in Cambridge, 



(i ) Ikde. hill. b. I. c. 29. 



(2) lb. ch. 30. 
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quoted by Spelman (3) and Tyrrell. St. Ethelbert is com- 
memorated in the Roman martyrology on the twenty-fourth of 
February. St. Gregory, in the year 600, lent, with many no- 
ble prefents, a letter of congratulation, and of excellent advice 
to king Ethelbert. He, in the fame year, fent to St. Auguftine the 
archiepifcopal pall, with authority to ordain twelve bifhops, 
who ftiould be fubjecr. to his metropolitan fee: ordering that 
when the northern Englifh fhould have embraced the faith, he 
ftould ordain a bifhop of York, who fhould likewife be a me- 
tropolitan with twelve fufFragan bifhops. But particular cir- 
cumrrances afterwards required fome alterations in the exe- 
cution of this order. The fame of many miracles wrought by 
St. Auguftine in the converfion of the Englifh having reached 
Rome, St. Gregory wn.tc to him (4), exhorting him to beware of 
the temptation of pride or vainglory, " in the great miracles 
" and heavenly gifts which God mewed in the nation which 
" he had chofen. Wherefore, fays he, amidff. thofe things 
" which you exteriourly perform, always interiourly judge 
" yourfelf, and thoroughly underfrand both what you are your- 
t; felf, and how great a grace is given in that nation for the 
" converfion of which you have even received the gift of work- 
" ing miracles. And if you remember that you have ever at 
u any time offended your Ci eater either by word or deed, al- 
" ways have that before your eyes, to the end that the rcmem- 
" brance of your guilt may crufh the vanity riling in your 
" heart. And whatever you fhall receive or have received in 
" relation to the working of miracles, efteem the fame not as 
<c conferred on you, but on thofe for whole faivation it hath 
u been given you." He obferves to him, that when the dif- 
ciples returned with joy, and faid to our Lord : In thy n;wc be 
the devils Jubjeft unto us 9 they prefer* tly received a icbuke : re- 
joice not in this, but rather that your names are written i7i 
heaven. 

St. Auguftine ordained St. Mellitus, bifhop of the E aft*- Saxons 
in London, and St. Juftus bifhop of Rochefler ; and feeing 
the faith now fprcad wide on every fide, he took upon him, by 
viitue of his metropolitan and legatinc authority which the 
pope had conferred upon him over all the biliiops of Britain, to 
make a general vifitation of his province. He defired very 
much to fee the ancient Hritons, whom the Englifh had driven 
into the mountains of Wales, reclaimed from certain abides 
which had crept in among them, and to engage them to aflift 
him in his labours in converting the Knglifh. I.Uu malice and 
an implacable hatred again ft that nation blinded their uiuler- 

I i 2 framings., 
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{landings, and hardened their hearts. However, being on the 
confines of the Wiccians and Weft-Saxons, that on the 
edge of Worcefterfhire, not far from Wales, he invited the 
Britifh blfnops and doctors to a conference. They met him at 
a place which was called, at the time when Bede wrote, Au^uf- 
tine's Oak. The zealous apoftle employed both intreaties and 
exhortations, and required of them three things : ifb. That they 
jhould afiift him in preaching the gofpel to the pagan EngHfh; 
2dly, That they mould obferve Eafter at the due time; and, 
3d!}', That they fhould agree with the univerfal church in the 
manner of adminiftering baptifm. But they obflinately refufed 
to comply with his dcfires. Whereupon St. Auguftine propofed, 
by a divine impulfe, that a fick or impotent perfon mould be 
brought in, and that their tradition mould be followed as agree- 
able to God, by whofe prayer he fhould be cured. The con- 
dition was accepted, though very unwillingly : and a blind 
man was brought, and prefented nrft to the Britifh priefts, but 
found no benefit by their prayers or other endeavours. Then 
Auguftine bowed his knees to God, praying, that by reftoring the 
fight to this blind man, he would make his fpiritual light mine 
on the fouls of many. Upon which the blind man immediate- 
ly recovered his fight, and the Britons confefTed, that they be- 
lieved that the do£trine which Auguftine preached, was the truth ^ 
but faid, that without the general confent of their nation, they 
could not quit their ancient jites and cuftoms. Wherefore 
they defircd that a general fynod of their country fhould be 
held. Accordingly a fecond more numerous council was af- 
fembied, in which appeared fevcral Britifli bifliops (their an- 
nals fay feven) and many learned men, efpecially from the mo- 
naftcry of Bangor, which flood in Flintshire, not far from the 
river Dee, not in the city of Bangor in Carnarvonfhire. A 
little before they came, they font to confult a famous hermit 
among them, whether they fhould receive Auguftine. or reject his 
admonitions, and retain their ancient ufages. He bad them fo 
to contrive it, that Auguftine and his company fhould come firft 
to tin: place of the fynod, and (aid, that if he fhould arifewhen 
they approached, they fhould look upon him as humble, and 
fhould hear and obey him ; but if he fhould not rife to them 
that were more in number, then they mould defpife him. 
They took this ignorant and blind direction, and inflcad oi 
, weighing .the juftice and equity of the arehbifhop's demands, 
his right and the truth of his do£r.rine, committed this impor- 
tant decihon to a trifling cafuai circumftance or punctilio. 
They had before confefied that he taught the truth, and he had 
convinced them both by reafom and a miracle, that he only re- 

quiml 
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quired of them what charity and obedience to the church, in 
points of difcipJine, obliged them to: neverthelefs, revenge 
and malice againft the Englifh made them ft ill fraud out, and 
have recourfe to the molt idle pretence^/). Strong endeavours 
to do wrong God ufually punifhes with fuccefs. It fo hap- 
pened, that when they entered the place of the fynod, Auguftine 
did not rife from his feat; whether this was done by inadver- 
tence, or becaufe it might be the cuftom of the countries where 
he had been, not to ufe thofe compliments in publick places, at 
Ieaft in fynods, any more than in churches. But whatever 
was the occafion, nothing could be more unreafonabJe than the 
conclufion which the Britons drew from this cncumftancc. 

I i 3 Had 



The Britons might have 
fulpendcd their fubimilion to 
Auguilmc, as their new metropoli- 
tan, without qucttioning the 
pope's authority. St. Gregory 
Knew he had power to alter the 
metropolitical jurifdiclion of par- 
ticular churches, when circum- 
llanccs made fuch an alteration 
necciTary, or exceedingly expe- 
dient. We have of this feveral 
inftances in the hi {lory of the 
church in thofe very ages. Thus 
pope Zofnnus declared the arch- 
bifhop of Aries to be primate of 
Gaul by ancient right, outofre- 
fpect to St. Trophimus. [Secde 
Marca de Primat. p. 169.] Vet 
Uonifacc L and Cclcftine 1. both 
exempted the whole province of 
Nai bonne from any obedience or 
hthjection to the church of Aries : 
and Leo 1. declared the aich- 
bifhnp of Viennc primate; til! 
after the death of St. Hilary, 
lie rellored the primacy of pare 
o( thofe provinces to Aries : and 
St. Gregory the Ch eat, Vlgilius, 
l } elaj»ius, Symmachus, &c. main- 
tained the primacy of Aries. Not 
thai the pope is at difcrction to 
infringe the privileges of church- 
which he is bound to main- 
tain : neither is the jurifdicliou of 
churches to be altered, but upon 

cogent rcafony of publick necef- 



fity and u til it)' Such St. Gre- 
gory thought the reformation of 
the Eritoi.s to be, who by the 
tejlimonv of Gildas, v. ere funk 
into the Jowefl: depaee of j^no- 
ranee and barbarifm, fo ns to re- 
tain little more than the name 
of chriihans. Yet that the Bri- 
tons might den\' the neceihty of 
fuch change, and be tenacious 
of their anc'.cnt hierarchy is no 
way furprifmg, and what others 
might have done for fomc time. 
But their true reafon appears to 
have been their implacable ha- 
tred again il the Englifh , which 
betrayed them into glaring in- 
juflice and impiety. 

'J 'he Welfh manufcript printed 
by Spelman makes them tn dif- 
claim any foreign luptcmncy : 
but i:; an evident piece of forge- 
ry, not fo old as the reformation, 
as is deinojn! rated by Mr. Tiir- 
bervlile, l\li>>:rnl of Cwtfo twr/;, j 9 

p. /jo6. and Dr. llauardcn, Pre- 
face to Chit r'» of Cf»* ?// fht , 'iva( % 
t. z. p. 20. Nor was there at that 
time any arehbifhop of Caer-leon 
upon Ulk ; the metropolitan fee 
having- been tranflated from that 
city to J.aiulaffby St. Dubrniu:, ; 
and foon after by St. David ti> 
Menew, almoil fourlcore yrAi:: 

before the arrival of St. AlmmiI- 

tine. 
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Had the inference been juft, the archbifhop did not Jofe his 
right, nor was his doctrine the lefs true. His humility and 
charity were otherwife confpicuous. He was come fo far for 
their fake, and out of humility was accuftomed to travel on 
foot. Nor did he in this conference mention his own dignity 
or authority : he teems even to have waved the point of his pri- 
macy : which from his charity we cannot doubt but he would 
have been glad to have procured leave to refign to their own 
archbifhop of St. David's, had the Britons been willing on fuch 
terms to have conformed to the difcipline of the univerfai 
church, and lay afide their rancour againft the Englifh. How- 
ever, upon this ridiculous pretence did that nation remain ob- 
ftinate in their malice (f). Which St. Auguftine feeing, he fore- 
told 



(e) That the Britifh chriftians 
agreed in faith with the univer- 
. fal church is clear, ift, From St. 
Auguftine,who demanded of them 
only three things, namely, cha- 
rity towards the Englifh ; and 
conformity in two points of dif- 
cipline. Any difference in faith 
would have been mentioned in 
the firft place, zdly, The Bri- 
tons confeffed that the faith of 
Auguftine was the truth, as Bede 
teltiiies. 3dly, They had lived 
an a perpetual intercourfe and 
communion with the churches of 
Gaul, Rome, &c. Pope Cc- 
leftinc fent St. Palladius to preach 
to the Scots, and St. Patrick to 
the Irifli. St. Ninian, a Briton, 
Itudied at Rome before hepreach- 
cd in his own country, where he 
died in 432. 4thly, The primi- 
tive chriftians were fo watchful 
and jealous in prcferving the pu- 
rity of the faith derived from 
Chrift and his apoftlcs, that the 
lead adulteration or change in- 
troduced by any bifhop or pri- 
vate per fon was immediately ob- 
lurved, and corrected or punch- 
ed by excommunication, as all 
the writings of the fathers, the 
councils, and all ancient monu- 
ments of the church evince , 



5thly, Gildas and Bede teftify 
that the faith remained untaint- 
ed, and without the leaft divifion 
in Britain, till the Arian hereiy, 
under Conftantius, (hot its bane- 
ful fprouts in this ifland : which 
were, however, extirpated fe- 
lagianifm had no fooner infected 
this church, but the Gaulifh bi- 
ihops deputed hither SS. Ger- 
manus and Lupus, who checked 
the growing evil, and preferved 
this nock. Pope Celeftine had 
veiled St. Germanus with thelc- 
gatinc authority for this purpofc, 
as St. Profper teftifics in his chro- 
nicle. Lailly, Gildas, who was 
a learned divine, and lived ma* 
ny years both in Britain "and 
abroad, always in communion 
with the univerfai church, and 
has left us the moll feverc in- 
vcclivcs againft the vices of the 
Britons, bears teilimony to the 
purity of their faith, which had 
fullered no alteration, except 
from thefe attempts of Ari- 
anifin and Pclagianifin. fie 
therefore accufes them only for 
their crimes of tyranny, mur- 
ders, extortions, adulteries, im- 
purities, facrilegious marriages 
under religious vows. [!•. de 

lixcidio Britan. JUibl. Pair. t. <j, 

paU. 
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told them, that cc if they would not preach to the Englifli the 
« way of life, they would fall by their hands under the judg- 
« ment of death." This prediction was not fulfilled till after 
the death of St. Auguftine, as Bede exprefly teftifies (5), when 
Ethilfrid, king of the northern Englifh, who were yet pagans, 
gave the Britons a terrible overthrow near Caer-legion or Che- 
fter, and feeing the monks of Bangor praying at a diftance, he 
cried out after the victory : " If they pray againft us, they 
" fight againft us by their hoftile imprecations." And ruining 
upon them with his army, he flew twelve hundred of them, 
or, according to Florence of Worcefter, 2200. For fo 
numerous was this monaftcry that being divided into 
feven companies, under fo many fuperiours, each divilion 
confifted of at leaft 300 monks, and whilft fbme were at 
work, others were at prayer. Their obftinate refufal of the 
elTential obligation of charity towards the Englifh was a 
grievous crime, and drew upon them this chaftifemcnt ; but 
we hope the fin extended no farther than to fome of the fupe- 
riours. This maffacre was predicted by St. Auguftine as a divine 
puniihment ; but thofe who accufe him as an inftigator of it 
are flrangers to the fpirit and bowels of moft tender charity, 
which the faint bore towards all the world, who knew no other 
arms againft impenitent finners and perfecutors than thofe of 
cornpaflion, and tears and prayers for their converlion. And. 
long before the accomplifhment of this threat and prophecy in 
607, St. Auguftine was tranflated to glory (f) 9 as appears from 
feveral circumftances related by Bede himfelf, though the year 
of his death is not exprefled by that hiftorian, nor in his 
epitaph, which feems compofed before the cuftom of counting 
dates by the aera of Chrift was introduced in this ifland, 
though it began to be ufed at Rome by Dionyfius Exiguus, an 
abbot, in 550. 

St. Auguftine, whilft yet living, ordained Laurence his fuccef- 
four in the fee of Canterbury, not to leave at his death an infant 
church deftitute of a paftor (g). He died on the 26th of May : 

I i 4 and 

P^t. 3, p. 681 . cd. Colon.] As in Clerum. il>. p. 682.] 

to their clergy, he cenfurcs them (/') Sec this dcmonilrated by 

as unchafie, drunkards 9 Jlothful, Wharton. Anglia Sacra 'J'yr- 

haters of reading % feldom offering rcll, r. i,&c. 

famfice 9 feldom funding at the («) Neither gratitude, nor the 

wtar with a f we heart '. [Corrcpt. jacat veneration which our an- 

ccllorw 
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and as William Thorn fays, from a very ancient book of his 
life, in the fame year with St. Gregory, viz. 604.5 which 
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ceftors have ever paid to the me- 
mory of St. Auguitinc, have been 
able to protect his name in our 
times from the envenomed darts 
of flander : and, among others, 
Rapin hath difgraced feveral pages 
of* his hiflory, with the moll bitter 
invectives againlt our apoftle. 
Had any actions of this faint 
appeared equivocal, the law of 
equity and charity would have 
obliged us to conitrue them in a 
favourable fenfe. We judge of 
actions and intentions in ambi- 
guous cafes by the known cha- 
racter and Heady conduct of the 
per fon. But by thefe envenomed 
writers, the very virtues of a 
faint have been transformed into 
vices. It is faid, that he be- 
trayed an cxceliive pufillanimity 
in Gaul. But he only fuftered 
himfelf to be pcrfuaded by thofc 
French bifliops to whom he had 
"been referred by St. Gregory, 
for immediate intelligence about 
the Englifh nation, that the un- 
dertaking was not prudent : and 
upon this information he con- 
fulled St. Gregory, and govern- 
ed himfelf by his advice, be- 
c a life he fought only the will of 
God. Li any pufillanimity could 
be here laid to his charge, 
his y.cal certainly made a 
fpeedy amends. it is, zdly, 
umcd, that the Enp-lifh were 
prcvioufly difpofed to receive 
the fauh by queen Bcrta. but 
the r'rench bifliops were unac- 
quainted with fuch an inclina- 
tion in that: people : and apprc- 
hended the million to be um.JL 
dangerous, and luccef. impoU 
fible. The Kmdiih were per- 
fidious, and the fierce!!: and 



mo ft favage of all the bar- 
barians ol that age, as our own 
hiftorians call them, and as their 
actions (hew ; yet thefe men Au- 
guMine civilized by his preaching, 
and rendered mild, humble and 
patient, defpifers of the goods 
of the world, and in fervour 
and fantfity fur palling" all the 
nations of the earth. Thefe au- 
thors urge, that he convcited 
only Kent : but many other 
Englifh provinces owed their 
faith to his labours, or to others 
who preached under his direc- 
tion, though the couverfion of 
Kent alone was an abundant 
field for his zeal. Rapin in- 
deed omits the mo ft fevere cen- 
fure of archbifhop Paikcr, that 
St. An^uMinc did not oblire the 
Englifh -3 axons to reilore the 
whole country to the Britons. 
By which principle our Norman 
gentry would be obliged to rc- 
fign their lands to God knows 
who, the Scots theirs to the old 
Caledonians ; all nations in the 
world would be unhinged, :uul 
the unanimous conduct of the 
apofllcs of the Franks, VandaL, 
Goths, frc. and that of the hi- 
(hops and faints of all ages c- 
quaily condemned. Eorpublcl: 
peace and tianquility L>cnif» tiu 
chief end oi civil fovei r.un'nr, 
by the law of nation:,, mcknp- 
tion, when ui fo long uaialin; » 
hath been always allowed *u 
give a right And this the pi'h- 
lick peace and tranquility nl ihi 
wdiole woild make neieiiaiy: 
which iu ncral peace and w< 
of the cunmumiiy, is the gie..l 
end of foeicty and govemimn'. 

lo which iulcjiour motives su* l « 

j iih'i» 
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}Ar. Wharton proves from feveral other authorities (6). Gof- 
celifl? a monk of Canterbury in 1096, befidcs two lives of St. 

Auguftinc, 

(6) Anglia Sacra, T. 1. p. S9. 



mles arc to give place. Accord- 
ing to the principle of archbi- 
(hop Parker, the Romans them- 
fclvcs ought to have been al fo 
outed, and the poor defcendants 
of the old Aborigines every- 
where fought out, and made the 
lords of the country. In cafes of 
icttlements of whole nations, 
rcititution becomes in a little 
rime impomble, and the law of na- 
tions then gives a right for the fake 
ofpublick peace and neceffity. 

If we judge of the fanctity of 
St. Augultine, and his fellow la- 
bourers, by the wonderful fruit 
which their zealous labours pro- ■ 
duced, we mull entertain the 
highell idea of their virtue. The 
Engliih before their arrival were 
a barbarous nation, ambitious, 
avaritious, fierce, perfidious, and 
utter ilrangers to the very names 
of the fciences and liberal arts. 
When they came firfl: into Bri- 
tain they fcem not fo much as to 
have known the ufe of letters, but 
ti> have borrowed their f.rlt alpha- 
bet from the Irifh. The Nor thum- 
bnails, according to Malmefbury, 
iuld their own children ibr flaves, 
I'u pafiing in barbarifm and Hercc- 
m.'1'Hhe negroes at this day. But 
RTciving leadily the holy faith, 
they became at once new men, 
meek, patient, humble, challe, 
niomfied : in a word, a church 
of faints* The converts being 
mightily taken with the power- 
ful pleaching and exemplary 
\ ,v ' c - ol their teachers, let them- 
lche<; with lb great ardour both 
10 h:ain and praclife the moil 
pahiS maxims of falvation, as 
t'iitncly to defpife the world. 



The princes and nobles were 
very zealous in building and 
endowing churches and religious 
houfes. To form a judgment 
of their liberality in this reipecl, 
it is fuflicient to mention one 
or „two inftances. Ina, the re- 
ligious and victorious king of 
the Weil- Saxons, after having 
reigned thirty two years, and ac- 
quired great glory by many 
warlike triumphs, and fettled 
the publick peace by wholefome 
laws (extant in Spelman cone. 
T. 1.) being arrived at the 
higheil pitch of human felicity, 
abdicated his crown in 728, and 
went to Rome with his queen, 
not to flievv himfelf to the world, 
but to hide himfelf from it, be- 
ing there thorn a monk, and 
growing old in the aufterities 
and mean habit of that profef- 
fion, whilft li is queen put on a 
religious veii in the fame city. 
This king gave two thou fan d 
fix hundred and forty pounds 
weight of iilver to make a chapel 
at Glaltcnbnry ; two hundred 
fixty four pounds of gold for the 
altar ; the chalice and paten had 
ten pounds of gold ; the cenfer 
eight pounds and twenty manes 
of gold ; the candlellicks twelve 
pounds of filver ; the covers of 
the book of the go I pels twenty 
pounds and forty manes or 
m ai k s of gold ; the velleh of the 
altar feventecn pounds of gold ; 
the bnfons eight pounds of gold ; 
the vcficl tor the holy water, 
twenty pounds of iilver; the 
images ol" our Lord, St. Mary, 
and the twelve apoilles, one hun- 
dred feventy five poumlu of fil- 
ver. 
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Auguftine, compiled a book of his miracles wrought fince his 
death, and an hiftory of the tranflation of his relicks in 1091, 

which 



ver, and thirty eight pounds of 
gold : the altar and prieftly 
veftments were all interwoven 
with gold and precious Hones. 
(Stevens, vol. I. p. 422. from 15 
fcriptor. vol. I. p. 311. Rey- 
ner, vol. I. p. 44. Henfchenius 
ad 6 Febr. in vita Inae.) King 
Athelftan gave thirty fix towns 
to the church of Exeter, (Monaft. 
Angl. vol. I. p. 225.) The fanc- 
tity of many of thefe kings gives 
a luflre to the ages in which 
they lived. The royal dignity 
being attended with honour, 
power and riches, though often 
befet with fecret thorns, has at- 
tra&ives fo ftrong in the minds 
of worldlings, that before chrif- 
tianity made fuch examples fre- 
quent, it was unheard of that a 
king, out of mere greatnefs of 
foul, fhould lay down a crown, 
to obtain which, many fpared 
not parents or children. Dio- 
clefian indeed had done it, in- 
fluenced by the bafe motive of 
cowardice. But a lively faith 
taught the Englifh kings to de- 
fpife crowns, and to exchange 
them for a poor monk's cowl. 
In Speed's hiftory of Great 
Eritain, (p. 243, 244.) men- 
tion is made of eight king9, and 
two queens, that renounced the 
world, and put on the religious 
habit. The learned and exact: 

author of the preface to the mo- 
nalticon tellifies, (p. 9.) that 

within two hundred years thirty 
Englifh Saxon kings and queens, 
in the midrt of peace and prof- 
perity , refigncd their crowns to 
embrace the monallick Mate. 
How faintly the deportment 

of the clergy and monks at that 



time was, with what zeal they 
applied themfelves to the func- 
tions of the miniftry, and the 
care of fouls ; how perfect was 
their fpirit of poverty and difin- 
tereftednefs ; how mortified and 
recollected were their lives, 
we may gather from Bede, 
(1. 3. c. 20. 1. 4. c. 27, &c.) 
even fo late as the year 824, 
Vetin, the monk of Richenou, 
in the account of his virions, is 
faid to have been taught by an 
angel, that the monaftick life 
flourifhed in its perfection, with 
true poverty of fpirit, beyond 
the feas, which in that age could 
not be underftood but of Eng- 
land, (Apud Canis, Lect. ant. 
Mabil. faec. Ben. 4. &c Fleury, 
1. 46. p. 220. T. 10.) which at 
leaft fhews the reputation of the 
Englifli monks abroad. This 
Order furnimed England with 
its moll illuftrious lights of piety 
and learning, and produced 
apoftolick men, to whofe zeal 
the Netherlands, Germany, Swe- 
den, Norway, and almoft all 
the North, were principally in- 
debted for their converfion to 
the faith. 

Though before their conver- 
fion utterly illiterate, the Eng 
lifh were no fooner enlightened 
by the faith, but they applied 
themfelves with incredible ar- 
dour to cultivate their minds 
by ltudies, efpecially facrcd learn- 
ing. Bede is an early inftance 
with what fuccefs. Many even 
among the nobility travelled to 
Rome and other foreign parts to 
improve themfelves in the facretl 
fciences. And what is of much 

greater importance, their fervour 
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which was accompanied with feveral miracles to which this 
author was an eyewitnefs. This work is given at length by 

Papebroch 



in praftifing all the maxims of 
chrillian perfection kept pace 
with, or was fuperiour to, their 
ardour in le .rning them, curio- 
fity and v?-uty having no fhare 
in thefe 1* ^dies . Their holy am- 
bition was, not to appear to men, 
but to be in their hearts and de- 
portment, perfedt chriftians. To 
promote facred literature, the 
great monafteries had their pub- 
lick ichools before univerlities 
were eftablifhed, and in them 
the youth of the nobility and 
clergy was moft frequently train- 
ed up. The art of printing not 

being then known, each mo- 
nailery had its Scriptorium* for 
thofe who were employed in 
tranferibing books ; which was 
the ufual occupation of the 
greater part of the monks for 
the hours allotted to manual la- 
bour ; each monaftery had alfo 
its library. There were 1,700 
MSS. in the library at Peter- 
borough. (See Gunton's Peter- 
borough.) The library of 
the Grey Friars in London, 
built by Sir Richard Whitting- 
ton, was 129 foot long, and 
thirty-one foot broad, and well 
filled with books (Lcland Col- 
led, vol. 1. p. 109. Stow's Sur- 
vey of London.) Ingulf tells 
us, that when the library at 
Croyland was burnt in 1 09 1 , they 
loll 700 books. The great li- 
brary at Wells had twenty-five 
windows on each fide of it, as 
behind informs us, (Lcland Itin. 

vo! - 3 p. 86.) At St. Auguiline'b 

at Canterbury, prayers were al- 
ways laid for the bcncfaclors to 
the library both alive and dead, 

(Will. Thorn inter 10 fcripc. and 



Tanner Not. Monaft, Prsef. p. 
40.) In the other monalleries 
the like libraries were preferved : 
and in thofe of the greater mo- 
nafteries were repofited the a&s 
of parliament after the coming 
of the Normans ; and under the 
Englifh Saxons the principal de- 
crees of the Wittena Gemote, or 
Mycel Gemote* i. e. great council 
or general a/Tern bly of the ftates ; 
likewife the acts of Gemcte y or 
affemblies of leffer districts, 
of hundreds. Jn feveral mo- 
nafteries regilters of the kings 
and publick tranfa&ions were 
compiled and preferved, fozne 
of which have efcaped the 
flames, as the Saxon Annals or 
Chronicles, publifhed by Ed- 
mund Gibfon, at Oxford, in 
1692. From fuch monaftick 
chronicles, Florence of Wor- 
cester and William of Malmcf- 
bury declare, that they compiled 
their hiftories. The dclb uction 
of thefe monuments are an ir- 
reparable lofs in our hiftory. 
Of which Tyrrell writes thus : 
(Tyrrell's hift. of Engl. p. 1 52.) 
" From the converiion of the 
<c Saxons, molt of the laws, 
" made in the Wittena Gemots, 
u or great councils, were care- 
" fully preferved, and would 
" have been conveyed to us 
" more entire, had it not been 
" for the lofs of lb many curi- 
" ous monuments of antiquity, 
" at the fupprcflion of monaftc- 
" ries, in the reign of king 
" Henry VIM." J< anaticifm and 
more than Ciothick rage did not 
even fpare the libraries of the 
two uni verities, cfpecially the 

two moil noble publick libraries 
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Papebroch on 
Kent in 747, 
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The fecond council of Clovcfhoc in 



this day. 

under archbifhop Cuthbert, 



commanded his 

fcftival 



at Oxford, the one founded by 
Pichard of Burg, or Richard 
Aungerville, lord treafurer of 
England, and bifhop of Durham, 
in the reign of Edward III. who 
fpared no coft or pains to render 
this collection complete : the 
other furnifhed with books, by 
Thomas Cobham, bifhop of 
Worcefter, in 1367, and exceed- 
ingly augmented by king Hen- 
ry IV. his ions, and by the ad- 
dition of the library of the moil 
sioble prince Humfrey, duke of 
Gloucefter, filled with curious 
manufciiptp, got, at any rates, 
from foreign parts. Of the ha- 
vock there made Chamberlain 
(Pre fen t State of England, part 
III, p. 4S 0 -) complains in the 
following words : '« Thefe men, 
*' under pretence of rooting out 
** popery, fupcrftition and idola- 
< e try, utterly deftroyed thefe two 
« 8 noble libraries, and embez- 
« c zled, fold, burnt, or tore in 

pieces all thofc valuable 
c < books, which thofe great pa- 
«< trons of learning had been 
«< fo diligent in procuring in 
«< every country of Europe. 
*< Nay, their fury was fo fuc- 
« cefsful as to the Aungcrvilian 
« c library, which was the oldefl, 
** largell and choiceil that we 
*< have not fo much as a ca- 

talogue of the books left. 
** Nor did they reft here. They 
«' vifited likewifc the collcge- 
cc libraries, and one may gucls 
*' at the work they made with 
cc them, by a letter ft ill kept in 
** the archives, where one of 
4< them boails, that New-College 
4 ' quadravglc nv/a all avoir ed with 

-< the Uawn of their torn books, 



< « 

< £ 



" Sec. The univerfity thouVnj 
" fit to complain to the govem- 
Ct ment of this barbarity and co- 
" vctoufnefs of the vifitorj, but 
" could not get any moie by ic 
" than one fingle book, given to 
61 the library by John Whc- 
" thamfted, the learned abbot or 
4t St. Alban^s, wherein is con- 
< c tained part of Valerius Maxi. 
" mus, with the commentaries 
<c of Dionyilus de Burgo. AvA 
t( to this day, there is no boo!: 
f< in the Bodleian library, be- 
" fides this and two more, 
6C which are certainly known to 
<c have belonged to cither of the 
" former libraries. Nay, and 
the univerfity itfelf, defpairing 
ever to enjoy any other pub- 
" lick library, thought it ad- 
<c vifeable to difpofe of the very 
" defies and (helves the books 
" Hood on,, in the year 1555.'' 
Some few books indeed were ac- 
cidentally redeemed out of the 
hands of the grocers: and arch- 
bifhop Parker afterwards refcued 
gleanings of many valuable ma- 
nufcripts, which treafure he be- 
queathed partly to the univer- 
fity library, but principally to 
Bennet College in Cambridge 
At Oxford, Sir Thomas JJodley, 
by a noble munificence never to 
be fulhciently extolled, founded 
a new publick library, w hit li 
was opened in i6os&: and his> 
example has been imitated h) 
others. But their diligei.ee w.u 
not able to retrieve many valua- 
ble manufcripts which were no 
more. To return to St Auj;iiuir.e, 
the greater the fervour ol il'f 
Engliih was for the firil age;; _a> 
they were called to the iaita. 
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fefHval to be kept a holyday by all the clergy and religi- 
on {h)> 

The body of St. Auguftine was depofited abroad till the 
church of SS. Peter and Paul near the walls of Canterbury, 
which king Ethelbert built for the burying-placc of the kings 
and archbifhops, was finifhed , when it was laid in the porch, 
with this epitaph, which is preferved by Camden in his re- 
mains (7)1 and by Weever, in his funeral monuments (8), 
" Here refts lord Auguftine, firft archbifhop of Canterbury* 
" who being fent hither by the blefled Gregory bifhop of 
6C Rome, and by God upheld by the working of miracles ( 9)5 

brought 

(7) P. 350. m (8) P. 244. 

(9) A Deo operatione miraculorum fuflultus. 



:hc more criminal was the fall of 
tholl* who afterwards degenerated 
from that fan&ity, notwithstand- 
ing the powerful influence of 
fuch examples. This their in- 
gratitude drew upon them heavy 
chaftifements by the inroads of 
the Danes, and other calamities 
that fuccccded. 

(h) What faith St. Auguftine 
brought into our ifland is plain 
from Bcde's eccleliaftical hiitory, 
who lays, that thole monks imi- 
tated the lives of the Apoflles in 
frequent prayers, fadings and 
watchings, ferving God, and 

preaching the word of life with 
all diligence. By going bare- 
foot, the foles of St. Augufcine's 
feet were become callous. They 
taught religious vows, the ex- 
cellency of perpetual challity ; 
conli'flion of fins to a priell, with 
•ibfolution and fatisfaclion ; a 
precept of falling on I rid ays, 
•md in Lent : veneration of re- 
I i c: Ic ; j , which devotion God con- 
finiud with divers miracles ; in- 
vocation of faints, and many 
miracles wrought through their 
mterceilion ; purgatory, praying 
U)v die dead, which Icin« Of- 
| v:i ^ pradiled with lm lalt 
ureaih hoJy water, and holy 



oil, both recommended by mi- 
racles : altars of ftone, chalices, 
altar-cloths, the facririce of the 
mafs, a number of lights, burn- 
ing day and night at faints 
fhrines, and other holy places; 
pictures of our Saviour ; of our 
.Lady ; croiles of gold and ill— 
ver ; the holy eucharift referved P 
and called the true body of 
Chrift ; exorcifms, bleffing with, 
the fign of the crofs ; the fu- 
prcmacy of the pope to whom- 
all greater caufes were referred ; 
by vvhofe authority bilhops went 
to preach to heathens, and whom 
Bede calls Effiop of the nvbofo 
World. The fame venerable 
hiftorian -ftyles St, Peter the Firft 
pnjlor of the Church ; calls hi in 
by the ordinary name of P?i/tce 
of the slpoJlLi, &c. See thefe 
points fliewn at large, in the 
book entitled, EnvlatuVs old re- 
iigioti, from JJede'a own words 5 
alio in England's cower f ion and 
reformation compared, The lame 

might be ealily demonllrated 
from St. Gregory's works Al- 
ter this, we need not enquire 
any farther why Kapin and many 
other pi ote Hants difcover io 
much rancour again il this holy 

apollle of our country* 
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€C brought king .Ethelbert, and his nation from idolatry to the 
€C faith of Chrift, and having com pleated the days of his of. 
<c fice in peace, died on the 7th day before the calends of 
June, in the reign of the fame king." In the fame porch 
were interred alfo the fix fucceeding archbifhops, Laurence, 
Mellitus, Juftus, Honorius, Deufdedit, and Theodorus ; thefe . 
in their epitaph are called the feven patriarchs of England. S 
The porch being by that time full, and the cuftom beginning 
to allow perfons of eminent dignity and and fandhiy to be 
buried within churches, St. Brithwald, the eighth archbifhop, 
was interred in the church of this abbey in 731 ; and near 
him his fucceffour St. Tatwin. Weever fays, befides the firft 
archbifhops, and the kings of Kent, thoufands of others were 
here interred : but by the demolition of this monaftery, " not ] 
*' one bone at this time remains near another, nor one ftone 1 
* c almoft on another, the tradt of this moft goodly founds- \ 
cc tion no where appearing." One fide of the walls of king i 
Ethelbert's tower, the gates, houfes, and fome ruins of the 
out buildings are flill Handing : but the fide of the abbey can- 
not be : ; traced, and the ground is a cherry orchard. This,, 
Was the great abbey which fome time after changed the name ] 
of SS. Peter and Paul for that of St. Auguftine's. But the re- J 
mains of our faint were afterwards removed hence into the ; : 
north porch of the cathedral of Chrift's church within the 
city : and on the 6th of September icgi, leaving in that 
place fome part of the afhes and lefTer bones, abbot Wido 1 
tranflated the remainder into the church ; where they lay for : 
fome time in a ftrong urn in the wall under the eaft window. 
In 1 22 1, the head was put into a rich fhrine, ornamented j 
with gold and precious ftones ; the reft of the bones lay in 
a marble tomb enriched with fine carvings and engravings 
till the dhTolution (/)• 

Cuthberr, 

peated experiments it is demon- 
itrated, that burials multiplied 
within towns, cfpccially in 
churches, extremely infect the 
air, and render the place un- 
wholfome, and fomctimcs poi- 



(/) The reafon why the bury- 
ing. place was firft built without 
the city, was an ancient invio- 
lable cuftom, both of the Eaft 
and Weft, never to fufFer any 
one to be interred in towns ; 
which the heathens looked upon 
as a fucrilege. Among the Ro- 
mans it w;is a law of the twelve 
tables : Intra fomatria tie fepelito 
»te<ve comhurita. It were to be 

• Hied that this law had never 
tranfgrcflcd - 9 for by re- 



wnonome, ana lonieHinw p»- 
fonous. On which may be read 
the late curious diflertations of 
fevcral very eminent l'rcncli 
furgeons. To this day the con- 
fecration of churches fliews thef 
are not intended for burying* 
placcs : whereas both the nan* 

cemetery 
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Cuthbert, the nth archbifliop, was the fir ft perfon buried 
in Chrift's church, in 759, fince which time it has been the 
ufual burying-place of the archbifliops, till the change of re- 
ligion ; for none of the proteftant archbifliops have hitherto 
been there interred. In the cathedral of Chrifl-church were the 
fhrine of St. Thomas, St. Wilfrid e, (whofe re licks were tranfla- 
ted from Rippon by Odo,) St.Dunftan, St. Elphege, St.Anfelm, 
St, Odo, St. Blaife bifhop, St. Owen archbifhop of Rouen, 
St. Salvius bifhop, St. Woolgam, St. Swithun, &c. Battel y ( 14), 
and Dr. Brown Willis, (15), juftify the monks of Chrift- 
church, from the crimes laid to their charge at the diflblution 5 
but fay the riches of their church were their crime. Alfo the 
ingenious Mr. Wharton, under the name of Antony Harmer 5 

in his Specimen of err ours in B. Burnefs hi/lory of the reformat 
tion, p. 48. takes notice, that whereas the monks of Chrift- 
church in Canterbury, and thofe of Battel-abbey, were princi- 
pally charged with enormous irregularities, at the diflblution of 
abbeys, their innocence in both places, efpeciaily the former, 
is notorious from feveral evident circumfrances. Chrift-church 
at Canterbury was rated at the diflblution, at 2387 L per an* 
St. Auguftine's in the fame place, at 141 3 /. according to Dug- 
dale. 

Oa 

(C4) Antiquities of Canterbury. (15) T. 1. p. 39. 



cemetery and the form ufed in 
blefling a church-yard, direct 
thi f j to be the place defigned 
for that purpofe. Anciently 
great perfon ages were buried in 
the porches, as Conftantine the 
Great was in that of the a- 
apoftles church at Conftanti- 
noplc, &c. Whence St. Chry- 
foJtom writes [Horn. 26 in 2 
Cor.] that emperours eftecm- 
cd it an honour to be buried 
near the porches of the A ponies. 
None but the bodies of mar- 
tyrs and faints were allowed 
to be placed in churches, 
till about the ninth century 
pcrfons of eminent fanclity were 
allowed that privilege : and the 
law being once broken into, and 
a gap made, trie liberty fbon be- 
tame general ; though feveral 



canons were framed to check 
the abufe. See Li. capitul. cap* 
158. and I. 2. c. 48. Alfo can. 
I5.caufai3- qu. 2. The coun- 
cil of Rouen in 1581, that of 
Rhcims in 1583, &c. Cuftom 
hath now derogated from the law 
fo far, as: to authorize the prac- 
tice : though it were to be wifh- 
cd, that for great cities a decent 
burying-place were built out of 
the walls, as that for the great 
hofpital out of Milan, with a 
chapel in the middle. For the 
monuments of illuflrious pcrfons, 
anciently cloiUcru were built 
near great churches, as thofe 
near the cathedral of Vienne in 
Dauphine. The moil; iinifhed 
model is the Campo Santo at 
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On the fame DAY 

St. Eleutherius, pope, M. He was by birth a Grecian, and 
deacon of the church of Rome under pope Anicetus. He fucceeded 
St. Soter in the pontificate in 176, and governed the church whilit 
it was beaten with violent florins. Montanus, an ambitious vain 
man, of Mcefia, on the confines of Phrygia, fought to raiie himfelf 
among men, by pretending that the Holy Ghoff. fpoke by his mouth 
and publifhed forged revelations. His followers afterwards ad- : 
vanced, that he was himfelf the Holy Ghoft, the paraclete fpirir, \ 
fent by Chrift, according to his promifes, to perfect his law. 'i hey ' 
feem at firfi only to have been fchifmaticlcs and enthulialts ; but foon I 
after added herefy and blafphemy, calling Montanus the Holy ■ 
Ghoft in the fame manner that Chrift is God the Son. They aflec- 
ted an exceflive rigour, had many fafts, kept three lents in the year, 
refufed the communion and absolution to perfons who had fallen 
into arty fin of impurity, condemned fecond marriages as adulteries, i 
and taught that it is unlawful to flee from perfecution. Prifcilla and 
Maximilla, two women of the town of Pepuza in Phrygia, vaunted 
their pretended "prophecies, and were the oracles of their deluded 
votaries. The devil ufes all forts of baits to deftroy fouls. If 
many perilh by thofe of pleafure, others fall by pride, which is 
gratified by a love of Angularity, and by an affected aufterity. 
Some, who braved the racks and gridirons of the perfecutors, and 
d~fpifed the allurements of pleafure, had the misfortune to become 
the dupes of this wretched enthufiaft, and martyrs of the devil. 
Falfc prophets wear every face, except that of a hncere and docile 
humility : though their auiterity towards themfelvcs ufually ends in 
a fhort time in fome fhameful libertinifm, when vanity, the main 
tfpring of their pafTions, is either cloyed, or finds nothing to gratify 
it. In this we fee the falfe rigoriils of our times refemble thofe of 
former ages. Pharifcedike, they pleafe themfelvcs, and gratify 
their own pride in an affected feverity: by it they alfo leek to 
eftablifh thcmfclves in the opinion of others. But humility and 
obedience are a touchitone which dif covers their fpirit. Montanus 
fuccceded to the deilruclion of many fouls who by pride or the 
like pallions fought the fnare : among others the great Ter- 
tiiUinn fell, and not only regarded Montanus as the paraclete, but 
fo much loR his faith and his rcafon, as to honour the ground on 
which his two pretended prophetefles had trod ; and to publiih in 
his writings their illufions and dreams concerning the colour of a 
human foul, and the like abfurdities and inconfillencies asoraclccof 
the eternal truth. The Montaniib of Afia, otherwife called Cat* 




count:, he had received of their fevere morals and virtue, to h:m 
them letters of communion. J»ul Praxoas, one who had eonk'ficjl 

his laith before the perlecutors- arriving at Rome, gave uim 

A inforwiilionj 
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informations concerning the Pepuzenians and their prophecies* 
(Hie wing him that he could not admit them without condemning the 
judgment of his predeceflbrs,) that he revoked the letters of peace 
which he had determined to fend, and refufed their prefents. This 
is the account which Tertullian himfelf, a Montanift, gives of the 
matter ( i ). T>r. Cave and fome others think this pope was Eleuthe- 
rius, and that he approved the very doctrine of the Montanifls : 
which is certainly a miftake. For the pope received from Praxea3 
only information as to matters of fact. He was only undeceived by 
him as to perfons and facts, and this before any fentence was given. 
JNay, it feems that the Montanifts had not then openly broached 
their errours in faith, which they for fome time artfully difgui fed. 
It feems alfo from the circumftance of the time, that the pope, 
whom Praxeas undeceived, was Victor, the fuccefTour of Eleutherius, 
and that Eleutherius himfelf had before rejected the pretended pro- 
phets (2). 

This good pope had the affliction to fee great havock made in 
his flock by the perfecution, efpecially at Lions and Vienne, under 
Marcus Aurelius. But he had, on the other fide, the comfort to find 
the lofTes richly repaired by the acquifition of new countries to the 
faith. The light of the gofpel had, in the very times of the apo- 
files, croITed the fea into the ifland of Great Britain : but feems to 
have been almofl choked by the tares of the reigning fuperftitions, 
or opprefTed by the tumults of wars in the reduction of that va- 
liant people under the Roman yoke : 'Till God (3) who 
chofe poor fifhermen to convert the world, here taught a king to 
ttfteem it a greater happinefs to become an apoflle, and extend his 
faith in this remote corner of the world than to wear a crown. This 
was Lucius, a petty king who reigned in part of the ifland. His 
Roman name mews, that he was one of thofe kings whom the Ro- 
mans honoured with that dignity in remote conquered countries, to 
be their inftruments in holding them in fubjcction. Lucius fent a 
folemn embaffy to Rome to beg fome zealous clergymen of pope 
Eleutherius, who might inflruct his fubjects, and celebrate and ad- 
miniltcr to them the divine myfteries. Our faint received the mcf- 
fage with joy, and fent apoftolical men who preached Chrift in this 
ifland with fuch fruit, that the faith in a very fhort time pa/Ted out 
of the provinces, which obeyed the Romans, into thofe northern 
parts which were inacceffiblc to their eagles, as Tertullian wrote 
loon after (4). Fugatius and Damianus, are faid to have been the 
two principal of thefe Roman mifhonarics : the old Wclfli chronicle, 
quoted by Ufher, calls them Bwywan and Fagan. They died in 
or near the diocefe of LandafF ; and Harpsfield (5) fays, there Hood 
in Wales a church dedicated to God under their invocation. Stow, 
in his annals, fays, that in Sornerfetfhire there remaineth a parifh 
church bearing the name of St. Deruvian. From this time the 
frith became very flourifhing in Britain, as is mentioned by 
Origen, Eufebius, St. Chryfollcm, Theodoret, Gildau, &c. quoted 

Vol. II. K k by 



(OL. contra Prax. c. I. (2) See Tillemont, Ceillir on Victor. 

(3)SccBcde, 1. i. ch. 4. L. contra J uduios, {>• Hill- Lie. 3. 
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by Ufhcr, Alford, &c (a). Florinus, who taught God to be the au- 
thor of evil, and Blaftus who pretended that the cuftom of cele- 
brating Eafter on the fourteenth day of the moon, which was to- 
lerated in the Orientals, ought to be followed at Rome, were con- 
demned by St. Eieutherius, who governed the church fifteen years, 
and died foon after the emperour Commodus in 1 92. He was bu- 
ried 



(a) Some late Proteflant wri- 
ters have endeavoured to per- 
fuade us, that the Britons re- 
ceived the faith from the Orien- 
tals, not from Rome. The mat- 
ter is nootherwife of importance 
than as an hiftorical fadl. But the 
teftimony of all our ancient hifto- 
rians and monuments fhews that, 
as the provinces of the Weft 
in general received the faith 
principally from the preaching 
of SS. Peter and Paul, and their 
difciples ; fo Britain in particular 
was indebted to the bifhops of 
Rome on that fcore, and at firft 
kept the feaft of Eafter accord- 
ing to the tradition of that 
church. The council of Aries, 
in 314, confirmed the Roman 
cuftom of celebrating Eafter: in 
which fynod were prefent three 
Britifh bifhops, viz. thofe of 
London, Colchefter and York, 
witneffes of the practice of this 
whole church. The fame point 
of difcipline was ordained by 
the council of Mice in 325, and 
that fame year Conllantine reck- 
oned the Britons among thofe 
who agreed with Rome in the 
keeping of Eafter. After this 
time, whether by ignorance or 
by what other means is uncer- 
tain, the Britons, Scots and lrifh 
admitted an erroneous rule in 
this point of difcipline:, by which 
once in feveral years they kept 
Kafter on the fame clay with the 
jews : yet did not fall in with the 
Afiaticks, who celebrated that 
feaft always with the Jews on the 

fourteenth day of the tirft lunar 



month, after the vernal equinox, 
on whatever day of the wee.; it 
fell, as Eufebius, b. 5. ch. 22. 
and others tefti fy. Thofe who 
did this upon the falfe and here- 
tical principle, that the Jewifh 
ceremonial laws bound chrifti- 
ans, and were not abolilhed 
when fulfilled by the coming of 
Chrift, were hereticks : the reft 
on account of their feparation 
from the church, and obftinately 
refuftng fubmifTion to its decrees 
and cenfures, were, after the 
councils of Aries and Nice, 
fchifmaticks, and were called 
Quartodecimans. But the erro- 
neous practice of the Britons 
differed widely from this of the 
Orientals, as St. Wilfrid de- 
monftrated before Ofwi, king 
of the Northumbrians, as is re- 
lated by Bede'shift. b. 3. c. Zy 
For they celebrated Eafter al- 
ways on a Sunday, and on that 
which fell on or after the four- 
teenth day : whereas catholicks, 
with the council of Nice, tore- 
cede farther from the appearance 
of obferving the legal rites, ne- 
ver kept it on the fourteenth 
day ; but when that happened 
to be a Sunday, deferred the ce- 
lebration of this feftival to the 
Sunday following ; to which 
praaice the Scots and Britons at 
length acceded, as we fhall foe 
in the lives of SS- Wilfrid and 
Cummianus : in the mean time 
they lay under no cenfure, dif- 
fering from the Quartodecimans, 
who kept Eafter always with W 
Jews on the fourteenth day. 
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lied on the Salarian road, but bis remains have been translated to 
the Vatican church.— See St. Irenxus, 1. 3. c. 3. Eufebius, 1. 4. 
c. 22 I. 5- c. 3. 4. 14. Tillemont, t. 3. p. 60. 

St. Qu a DR.ATUS, bifhop of Athens, C. He was a difciple of the 
apoilles, inherited their fpirit and gifts, and by his miracles and la- 
bours exceedingly propagated the faith, as Eufebius (1 ) teihnes ; 
who calls him a divine man, and a/lures us, that he was endued 
with an eminent gift of prophecy, and was one of thofe by whom 
the Holy Ghoft continued to work the fame miracles, as by the 
anoil!es. St Publius, the immediate fucceffour of St. Dionyfius the 
Arcopagite, being crowned with martyrdom under Adrian in the 
year 125, St. Quadratus was placed in that epifcopal chair. By his 
qualifications in polite literature, he was efleemed by the heathens 
r.s a great ornament to their city, then the feat of the mufes : and fl 
by his zeal and piety, he aflcmbled the faithful together, whom the 
tcrrours of the perfecution had fcattered, and rekindled the fire of 
their faith, which had begun in many to be extinguifhed, fays St, 
[crom. The emperour Adrian palled the winter at Athens in 124, 
and was initiated in the myiteries of the goddefs Eleufina (a). The 
perfecution which then raged, grew much fharper on the occafion 

of 

(1) Hift. b. 3. c. 37. 



(a) The Eleujinia were fecret 
rites performed in the night in 
honour of the goddefs Eleufina 
or Ceres, very ancient at Athens, 
from whence they were after- 
wards fpread over the whole Ro- 
man empire, and beyond its 
boundaries. The moil learned 
Mr Warburton, by a dilfertation, 
which alone fecures immorta- 
lity to his name, fo long as 
the ftudy of ancient mythology 
ihall be cultivated, with great 
erudition, fhews at length, 
that thefe myiteries were infli- 
cted at Athens to propagate 
among the great men of" the rc- 
publick the do&rines of a pro- 
vidence governing men's actions 
and all events, and of a future 
Hate of reward or punifhment 
after death, or which thefe rites 
contained feveral re mailt able 
s» though blended with 
idolatrous iupetilitions. Into 
fat-fe, as into other fecret rites of 
itlolau-y, wicked men at lalt in- 
iiuduced the bafcil crimes of lull 



and revenge. The Cretans per- 
formed thefe fame rites in pub- 
lick, which others held moll fe- 
cret; on which account they 
were dctefted by the Athenians, 
and in execration of their 
treachery in bringing to light 
their hidden myiteries, branded 
with the odious name of eternal 
liars. When the emperour Va- 
lentin ian L forbad the celebra- 
tion of all nocturnal rites and 
facrifices, PriuLextatus, the pro- 
conful of G:cece, obtained of 
him, that the Eleufuiian myfle- 
ries fhould be excepted, by this 
rcmonllrancc, th:it without them 
the people would lead ctfilwlov 

/3/ov, a com fat tlvfs , lifclvfs lift, be- 
caufe thefe rites were the fyrii- 
boh. of a future (late ; and the 
life ol man is, without the com- 
fort and fupport oi thefe doc- 
trines, no belter than a It ring 
ilrath. See alio fv'l c ur fm s 1 s Dif- 
fertaiion on thei": rites : anil 
Hauler, Mythology KnterL 8. 
t. /. p. 44. for a full delta ipf ion 
K k 2 9 1 
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of this fuperftitious feftival St. Quadratus, thirfting after mar- 

tyrdom, wrote an apology for our holy faith, which he preferred to 

that 



of thefe myfteries of Ceres or 
Eleufina, which were beyond all 
contradiction, the moft eminent 
of all the ancient Pagan feftivals 
and religious rites, fee the Ro- 
man hiftory of Catrou and 
Rouille, by Bundy, vol. iv. p. 10. 

{b) The emperour Adrian pub - 
lilhed no new edifts againft the 
Chriftians, as appears from St. 
Melito (apud Euf. 1. 4. c. 26.) 
and Tertullian (Apol. c. 5.) and 
though he was moved by fufpi- 
cion, jealoufy and envy to com- 
mit feveral acts of cruelty, he 
affected always to appear gene- 
rous, mild, open, gentle and affa- 
ble. His learning was various 
and extenlive, and he was excef- 
lively curious and inquifitive ; but 
betrayed a great weaknefs and fol- 
ly in the choice of his ftudies. He 
pried into all the magical arts, 
and was initiated into all the 
Pagan myfteries of Greece. Ju- 
lian, in his Csefars, juftly banters 
him for his pragmatical difpo- 
lition, little thinking that he was 
drawing his own picture more 
than that of his predeceflbr. If 
he had no particular hatred 
againft the Chriftians, at leaft he 
iuffered the magifl rates to per- 
fecute them at difcretion ; and 
judged, with his predeceilour 
Trajan, that their inflexibility in 
refufing to conform with the 
eftablifhed worfhip of idols de- 
ierved chaftifement. He him- 
felf condemned to death St. 
Symphorofa, her feven fons, and 
feveral others. And Sulpitius 
Severus and modern ecclefialH- 
cal hillorians reckon his the 
fourth perfecution of the church; 
which St. ferom calh. exceeding 

violent, who adds, that his iu- 

■ 



perftitious initiation in theEleu- 
finian rites gave occafion to thofe 
who hated the faith, to redouble 
their rage againft its profeflbrs, 
but that the apology which Qua- 
dratus prefented to him, moved 
him to reflore peace to the 
church. (Hieron. in catal, c. 19.) 
Adrian accordingly gave a re* 
fcript to Minucius Fundanus, 
proconful of Afia, in favour of 
the Chriftians, though in ambi- 
guous terms, that he might not 
exafperate the bigoted idolaters. 
The Chriftian apologifts fre- 
quently appealed to it, and it is 
extant in Eufebius (1. 4. c. 19.) 
and at the end of St. Jutlin's 
great Apology. Lampridius, a 
Pagan hiftorian, fays that the 
emperour Alexander Severus 
*< defigned to erect a temple to 
** Chrift, and to enrol him among 
'* the gods : which Adrian is 
" reported to have formerly in* 
" tended, who commanded tern- 
" pies without images to be 
" erected in all the cities, which, 
*' becaufe they have no gods, 
" are to this day called Adrian's 
< c temples. But he (Alexander) 
" was deterred by thofe, who 
" confulting the gods, found, 
" that if that project was exc- 
" cuted, all would become 
" Chriftians, and the other tern- 
" pies would be abandoned." 
However, this mild prince ho- 
noured the image of Chrilt 
among his private houfliold gods. 
Yet had not the happinels to 
attain to his faith. The con- 
verfion of princes meets often 
with great obftacles from their 
intercit and various ties , which 

bind them down to the world. 



May 27. St. J O H N, M. 493 

that emperour foine time after the martyrdom of St. Publius, and 
his own exaltation to the epifcopal dignity ; confequently in 1 26 
St. Jerom teftifies, that this performance procured him the highefi: 
applaufe, even among the heathens, and that it cxtinguifhed a vio- 
lent persecution (2). He calls it, A very profitable book, and worthy 
the apoftolical doflrine, Sec. Eufebius tells us, that it was an excel- 
lent monument of the talents and apoftolical faith of the author. 
On which account its loTs is much to be regretted. In a fragment 
of this work, preferved us by Eufebius, St. Quadratus ihews the 
difference between the impoftures of magicians, and the true mira- 
cles of Chrift, and that the former were falfe, but the latter real, 
becaufe they were permanent. " But as to the miracles of our 
« Saviour," fays he, " they always remained, becaufe they were 
< f real and true. The fick cured, and the dead by him raifed did 
" not only appear reftored, but they remained fo both whilft Chrift 
" was on earth, and long after he was departed, fo that fome of 
" them have come down to our time." — See Eufebius hilt. b. 3. 
c 37. b. 4. ch. 3. b. 5. ch. 10. St. Jerom catal. c. 19, $c ep. 84. 
Tillernont, t. 2. p. 253. Grabe Spicileg. Patr. Praf. in fragm. 

Quadrati . 

(2) Hieron. ep. 84. and Magn. 
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A. D. 526- 

POPE John was by birth a Tufcan. He diftinguifhed 
himfelf from his youth in the Roman clergy, of which he 
became the oracle and the model. He was archdeacon, when 
after the death of Hormifdas, in 523, he was chofen pope. 
Theodorick, the Arian king of the Goths, held Italy in fub- 
jeftion, and though endowed with fome great qualities, did 
not divert himfelf of that difpofitipn to cruelty and jealoufy, 
which is always an ingredient in the ch a rafter of an ambitious 
tyrant and a barbarian. It happened that the emperour J uflin 
enacted an edifl, ordering the Arians to deliver up all the 
churches they were pollened of to the catholick bifliops, by 
Mom they were to be confecrated a-ncw. Theodorirk, who 

Was the patron of that b& 9 took this law very ill 3 and in re- 
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veno-e threatened that if it was not repealed in theEaft, he would 
not'only treat the catholicks in his dominions in the fame man- 
ner, but would fill Rome with blood and (laughter. Being, 
however, in fome awe of the emperour, he refolved to try 
what he could do by negotiation; and Cent the pope at the head 
of an embafTy of five bifhops and four fenators, of which three 
had been confute, to Conftantinople on that errand. John 
ufed all manner of intreaties to decline fuch acommiffion, hut 
was compelled by the king to take it upon him. He was re- 
ceived in the Eaft with the greateft honours poflible ; and the 
whole city of Conftantinople went out twelve miles to meet 
him, carrying wax tapers and crones. The emperour, to uie 
the words of Anaftafius, proftrated himfelf before the molt 
blefled pope, who alfo relates that the faint entering the city, 
reftored fight to a blind man at the golden gate, who begged 
that favour of him. The fame is mentioned by St. Gregory 
the Great, who adds, that the horfe on which he rode, would 
never after bear any other rider (1). The joy of that city was 
univerfal on this occafion, and the pomp with which the fuc- 
cefibur of St. Peter was received, feemed to furpafs the feftiyJ 
of a triumph. Authors vary as to the ifTue of his embafly : 
fome fay, that the pope confirmed Juflin in his refolution of 
taking away the churches from the hereticks : but Anaftafius 
tells us, that the pope perfuaded Juflin to treat the Arians with 
moderation, and to leave them the churches of which they 
were polTeffed ; and that the emperour acquiefced. However 
that be, whilft our faint was in the Eaft, Theodorick caufed 
the great Boetius, who was the pope's moft intimate friend, 
both before and after he was raifed to the pontificate, to be ap- 
prehended (a). And no fooner was pope John landed at Ra- 
venna in Italy, but together with the four fenators his collcgucs, 

(1) Dial. 1. 3. c. 2. 



(a) AnitiusManliusTorquatus 
Sevcrinus Boetius, was born at 
Rome in 470. His father Boe - 
tius, who had been thrice con- 
ful, died in 490. The fon at 
ten years of age was fent to 
Athens, where he continued his 
tludies nineteen years : after 
which returning home, he was 
declared patrician. lie married 
a lady of great learning, wit and 
hcauty named Klpis, to whom 

$rc afcribed the hymns which 



arc ufed by the church on the 
fciiival of SS Peter and Paul. 
(See Boetius, L 2. dc Confol.) hi 
the year 500, king Theodoiick, 
who moitly refilled at Spok-uo 
or Ravenna, came to Rome; 
where hj was fo charmed with 
the gencrofuy, diiintereiU'diH'l.v. 
integrity and abilities oi ijoemu'i 
that he made him mailer oi die 
palace, and fecretary for aH 
publiek a 11 airs, which two eK3t 

cilices veiled him with the whole 

authority 



May 27 



St. J O H N, M 



495 



he was caft into a dark and loathfome dungeon. The tyrant 
forbid any fuccour or comfort to be allowed to the prifoners, fo 

that 



authority and management of 
the Itate. Boetius fee himfelf to 
aoveca the people by the molt 
excellent maxims of policy and 
virtue, which he lludied alfo to 
inilil into the mind of the bar- 
barian king.^ He taught him, 
though an Arian, to forbear all 
perfecution, and even to cherifh 
and protect, the catholick church : 
to eltablifh his throne by en- 
couraging and promoting virtue : 
to ftudy peace, becaufe the glory 
of a prince confifts in the tran- 
quillity and happinefs of his fub- 
jccls : and a king, that is truly 
the father of his people, ought 
to be fenfible, that it is his firfl: 
and moll ellential duty, to im- 
prove his kingdom, and to go- 
vern well his people : which 
arduous duty calls for his whole 
application ; and for which he 
cannot find leifure, who too 
cafily bufies himfelf in foreign 
wars. An ambitious conquerour 
is the greateft tyrant and Icourgc 
of his own people, as well as of 
other nations. Our philofopher, 
moreover, pcrfnaded his prince 
to cafe the burdens and taxes of 
his fubjefts, becaufe their riches 
were the prince's ilrength : to 
hulband well his treafury, a neg- 
lect of which bringeth upon :i 
commonwealth contempt abroad, 
weaknefs at home, and mifery 
on all fides ; it maketh the peo- 
ple hungry, the prince neeclii- 
tous, contemptible and impotent: 
foldiers mutinous, and iubjects 
miferable. He counfelled him 
to entertain in time of peace 

well-difciplined troops, which 
would add majelly to his Rate, 
and be a tcrrour to his enemies, 



and in this fenfe Theodorick 
ufed to fay, that war was never 
better made than in rime of 
peace. The wife and chriftian 
ftatefman taug-ht him never to 

O 

confer any office or dignity but 
according to merit, without 
any regard to favour : alfo to be 
fevere and vigilant in executing 
the laws, and in punifhing de- 
linquents ; for juftice is the bafis 
of the throne, and the fecuriiy 
of the people ; as by it thieves, 
adulterers andforgerers tremble, 
opprefTors of the poor are pu- 
nched as diflurbers of the peace 
and enemies to the liate, and. 
crimes are banifhed. He ad- 
vifed him to cherifh both the 
ufeful and the liberal arts, and 
to encourage learned men, which 
conduct never fails to promote 
wit, prudence, valour, a publick 
fpirir, and every means of tem- 
poral happinefs. lie exhorted 
him to be magnificent in publick 
buildings, and certain manly 
well-choien recreations, making 
them fuitable to the majelly of 
his kingdom. By thefe and the 
J ike maxims Theodorick govern- 
ed fome years like an excellent 
prince, as Ennodius draws his 
portrait in his pancgyrick. He 
was afiiiled in his councils by 
moll virtuous and learned men, 
among whom were his fecrctary 
Cuiliodoius (who afterward under 
king Vitiges put on the monaf- 
tick habit in Calabria) Ennodius* 
]>octius and others ; and whilit 
the irench, Viligoths and other 
new nations, which ihared a- 
mong them the fpoil.s of the Ro- 
man empire, remained iunk in 
bavbarifm, hi- court vva.i the 
X k 4 centre 
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t hat by the hardfhips of his confinement, and the fteneh of the 
place, the good pope died at Ravenna on the 27th of May, 
526, having fat two years and nine months. His body 

was 



centre of politenefs ; under the 
reign of a Goth literature was 
cultivated, and foine rays of the 
golden age of Auguftus feemed 
again to warm Italy, and make 
it almofr. forget that it was fallen 
a prey to barbarians. Of thefe 
advantages, the illuftrious daugh- 
ter of Theodorick Amalafunta 
reaped in her education the moft 
happy fruits : but much more 
happy had Italy been, if the 
prince himfelf had not forgot 
thefe excellent lefTons. 

Boetius, to unbend in fome 
meafure, and to improve his 
mind, always joined with his 
application to publick affairs, the 
amufement of ferious ftudies, and 
in his leifure hours made various 
mathematical inftruments/ He 
compofed mufick, of which he 
lent fever al pieces to Clovis, the 
king of the French ; he alfo 
made, and lent to Gondebald 
king of the Burgundians, fun- 
dials conftructcd to every dif- 
ferent afpect of the fun, hydrau- 
licks, and machines which 
mark t: J exactly the courfe of the 
fun, moon and liars, though 
without wheels, weight or fpring, 
by the means only of waltr in a 
hollow tin globe, which turned 
perpetually by its own weight. 
The Burgundians admired how 
thefe machines were moved, and 
marked the hours, and watched 
them day and night to fatisfy 
ithemfelves that no body ever 
touched them : and being con- 
vinced of the fact, imigiued rhat 
fome diviiiity refided in t 1 « in, 
and moved the finger upon the 

dial- plate. This gave occaJion to 



a correfpondence between that 
nation and Boetius, which he 
made ufe of to difpofe them 
heartily to embrace the maxims 
of the gofpel. This great man 
was a long time the oracle of his 
prince, and the idol of the peo- 
ple ; and the higher! honours in 
the ftate were not thought ade- 
quate to his virtue and abilities. 
He was thrice conful, and for a 
lingular diftinclion of his merits 
in 510, without a colleague. In 
522, his two fons were appointed 
confuls in their nonage, a privi- 
lege which had only been grant- 
ed to the fons of emperours. 
He confeiTeth, that if joy can 
be derived from frail honours of 
the world, he had reafon enough 
to rejoice on that day ; when he 
faw his two fons carried in pomp 
through the city in a triumphal 
car, accompanied with the whole 
fenate, and an infinite concourfe 
of people, and himfelf was Tent- 
ed in the grc:t court of the cir- 
coz between his two fons cor-fuls, 
receiving there the congratu- 
lations of the king, and all the 
people. On which day after his 
harangue to the king in the fe- 
nate- houfe, he was prefcntoJ 
with a crown, and fainted Icing 
of eloquence. After the death 
of Elpis, he took to wif' Rulli* 
ciana the daughter of Synima- 
chus, the moll accornpliihed of 
all the Roman ladies. But inch 
is the inconftancy of human 
things, that the highelt honours 
often only raifc a man that his 
fall may be the greater. Nei- 
ther fi'tcnds, dignities nor riches 

could protect Boeiius horn ihe 

frown 2 
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was conveyed to Rome, and buried in the Vatican church. 
The two letters which bear his name are fuppofititious > as ap- 
pears from their very dates, &c. When we fee wicked men 

profper, 



frowns of fortune 5 under which, 
however, his virtue which was 
the fole caufc of his fufferings, 
triumphed with the greater luftre. 
Happy and glorious had Theo- 
dorick, reigned lb long as he fol- 
lowed the wife counfels of Boe- 

■ 

tius. But feeing himfelf firmly 
eftablilhed on the throne, he 
abandoned himfelf to his dif- 
pofition to tyranny, and growing 
old, became melancholy, jealous 
and miftruftful of every body that 
was about his perfon, making 
two avaritious and perfidious 
Goths, called Conigaft and Tri- 
gilla, the depositaries of his 
whole authority and confidence. 
Thefe minifters, to gratify their 
infatiable covetoufnefs, began to 
load the people with exceffive 
taxes, which the king had till 
then forborn. In a great fear- 
city, they obliged the people to 
fell their corn into the king's 
granaries, and for the foldiery 
almoft at no price : they upon 
groundlefs fufpicions removed AI- 

bhms and Paul inus, two of the moft 
illultrious fenators, and others. 

oetius undertook to lay before 
the king in private the tears of 
his provinces, which had former- 
ly fo often foftcned his heart to 
companion, and opened his hands 
to liberality ; but finding no rc- 
™ ;5 > all avenucB being obltrucT- 
by harpies and flatterers, he 
publickly addrefled him on thefe 
tods in the full fenate-houfe. 
»e profefled the moll Heady al- 
liance and obedience to him in 
Ins own name, and in that of the 
odieHcnntors; declaring that they 

fevered his royal authority in 



whatever hands it was lodged, 
and left to him the diftribution of 
his favours more free than are the 
rays of the fun. They craved, 
however, the liberty, which 
had ever been the moft precious 
inheritance of that empire, that 
they might lay open their griev- 
ances, and inform him, that bafe 
flatterers abufed hia confidence 
to the exceffive oppreffion of his 
fubjects ; infomuch, that to be 
born rich was to become a prey, 
and that the very ftones related 
the oppreifions and moans of the 
people. He reminded him of 
thofe noble words which they 
had formerly often heard from 
his mouth, that " the flock may 
" be fhorn, but not flead ; and 
" that there is no tribute com- 
*' parable to the precious com- 
modities and advantageswhich 
a prince derived from the love 
" of his fubjefts." He intreat- 
ed him to re ami me that fpirit 
which made him reign in their 
hearts as well as in the pro- 
vinces : to liften to thofe whofe 
loyalty had been approved by 
the fuccefles of his prolperous 
reign: to bear his fubjects in his 
bolom, not to trample them un- 
der his feet,, and to remember 
that kings are given by heaven 
for the happinefs of the people, 
not to govern by the utmoft ex- 
ertion and extent of their power, 
but by the rule of their obliga- 
tions ; to be the fathers of chil 
dren, not mailers of flaves, and 
to reign over men, not as tyrants 
at will, but fo that the law;, 
thcmfelves only govern. He 
conjured him to open hii. eye*-. 
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profper, and faints die in dungeons, we are far from doubting 
of providence, we are ftrengthened in the allured belief, that 
God who has ftamped die marks of infinite wifdom and good- 

ncfs 



and fee the miferies of the pro- 
rinces bewailing the concuffions 
which they fuffered, whilft they 
were obliged to fatisfy with their 
fweat and blood the avarice of 
fome particular perfons, who yet 
were as greedy as fire, and as in- 
fatiable as the abyfs. The iffue 
of this generous fpeech was, that 
it was deemed by the king an aft 
of rebellion, and through his 
artifices Boetius was banilhed by 
a decree of the mercenary un- 
grateful fenate. After which 
ientence, by an order of the 
king, he and his father-in-law 
Symmachus were carried pri- 
foners to the ftrong fortrefs of 
Paviain523. Trigilla and Con- 
giafl; unjuftly accufed them of 
high treafon, and Symmachus 
was beheaded. Boetius was alfo 
put to death in a cattle, fituate 
in a defert place, about the mid- 
way from Fa via to Rome. He 
is faid to have been firir. tortured 
by means of a wheel, to which 
was fattened a cord, wherewith 
his head was bound ; and by 
the turning of the wheel, was 
fqueezed with fuch violence 
that his eyes flew out. Then 
ho was laid on a beam, and 
beaten with clubs, by two execu- 
tioners, upon all the different 
parts of his body from his neck 
down to his feet; and being (till 
alive, he was beheaded, in the 
tjgth year of his age, on the 
23d of Oclobcr, 525. (See his 
life by Gcrvaife, p. 298. and 
Ccillier, t. 15. p. 563.) 'J 'lie 
catholicks cauied oft" hi;, body, 
and foine time after buried it at 
I'uvia* Two hundred years al- 



ter king Luitprand caufed it to 
be removed into the church of 
St. Auflin, where he honoured 
it with a ftarely maufolxum : 
and the emperour Otho 111. 
erected another to his memory 
with magnificent inferiptions. 
His eftates were confifcated by 
Thcodorick, but after his death 
reftored by his daughter Ama- 
lafunta to his widow, who fur- 
vived till Belifarius had expelled 
the Goths ; at which time he 
broke down all the ftatues of 
Theodorick in Italy, though his 
(lately fepulchral monument lull 
remains near Ravenna, the ad- 
miration of travellers. The ty- 
rant having cut off feveral other 
fenators, fell into a deep melan- 
choly, and was diftra&ed with 
jealoufies, fears and remorfe. 
About three months after the 
death of the holy pope John, 
when the head of a great nth was 
ferved at table, he imagined it 
to be the head of Symmachus, 
demanding vengeance againlt 
him ; nor was any one able to 
calm his apprchenfion : in this 
phrenfy, he was carried raging 
to his bed, and he died nnfer- 
ably a few clays alter. The 
caufe of the death of Uoc< 
tius feems to have been com- 
plicated in part with that of 
religion, as was the death ot 
pope John, whom he zealouhy 
feconded in defending the faith. 
The conilancy with which be 
embraced his barbarous death, 
calling it a gift of God, and for- 
bidding any one to weep at it, 
and his great zeal and piety, 

have rendered his memory dear 
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nefs on all his works, has appointed a juft retribution in the 
world to come. And faith reveals to us clearly this important 
fecret. We at prefent fee only one end of the chain in the 
condu£l of providence towards men : many links in it are now 
concealed from our eyes. Let us wait a little, and we fhall 
fee in eternity God's goodnefs abundantly juftified. Who 

does 



to all good men. He fell a 
martyr of the liberty of the peo- 
ple, and of the dignity of the 
Roman fenate, and probably in 
pare of the catholick faith, of 
which he was, with pope John , 
the chief fupport. An ancient 
author publifhed by Mabillon 
/Iter. Ical. p. 22.) affirms him to 
have been impeached for a cor- 
refpondence with the emperour 
Jullin. But the filence of other 
writers perfuades us, that this 
was a flander of his enemies, 
Boetius tranflated from the Greek 
the works of Euclid, Ptolemy, 
Plato, Ariftotle, Archimedes, 
&c. and with fo much proprie- 
ty, perfpicuity and purity of 
language, that Cafliodorus (L 1. 
ep. 45.) prefers his verfions to 
the originals themfelves. He 
was fo much taken with the clofe 
rcafoning and method of Arifto- 
t)c, that he firft tranflated feveral 
of his treatifes into Latin, The 
works of our author are chiefly 
philofophical ; with five theolo- 
gical tracts ; principally written 
again ft the Neltorian and Euty- 
chian hercfics, and almoll all 
dedicated to the deacon John, 
afterward pope and martyr. 
His Profeflion of Faith is one of 
the n^oit methodical pieces of ec- 
clcfiaflical antiquity, jullly ltyled 
l J y hi& editor, a golden bonk. Hut 
his mailer- piece are the five 
booh On the Cotifilation of I'bi- 
l'h>j>hy % which he wrote without 
the help of any book;;, during 
long confinement at Pavia^ 
Ui.tlcf iivqucnt interrogatories. 



and the oaily expectation of tor- 
tures and death. He names not 
Chrift in this whole work, but 
he exprefTes the fentiments of a 
perfect chriftian, in a dialogue 
with the increated wifdom. He 
eftablifhes a divine providence 
from reafon, and fpeaks of the 
torments of the world to come. 
The verification in this work is 
not equal to the profc, though 
the thoughts are every where 
fublime. It fhews Boetius to 
have been one of the finefl ge- 
niufes that the world has ever 
produced. He formed the raoft 
juft and noble conceptions of 
things with an aftonifhing eafc ; 
and in the nioft abflracT: and dif- 
ficult matters in mctaphyficks, 
theology, and every other fub- 
jec~t. So elegant and fo finifhed 
is this original piece, that few 
productions of the molt flouri fil- 
ing ages of the Latin eloquence 
are fupcriour to it in purity of 
fly Ic, in truth and loftinefs of 
thought, or in fweetnefs of ex- 
preffion. He fays, that the only 
caufe of his difgrace way a de* 
fire of prefer ving the honour of 
the fenate. (De Coniol. Phil, 
c. 1.) In his juvenile works his 
ltylc is more rugged. — See his 
life by Abbe Gervaife at Paris, 
in 1 715, and by Ceillier, t. 15. 
Alio the life of Boetius by Ri- 
chard Graham Vi (count Prefton, 
prefixed to the Knglifli tranfla- 
tion of his book, On the Coir* 

jolation of P brief >ph\ , pllblifhcd 

with notes by that noble lord. 
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does not envy the happinefs of a martyr in his dungeon, when 
he beholds the inward joy, peace and fentiments of charity 
with which he clofes his eyes to this world ? and much more 
when he contemplates in fpirit the glory with which the foul of 
the faint is conducted by angels, like Lazarus, to the abodes of 
immortal blifs ? On the contrary, the wicked tyrant cannot 
think himfelf fafe upon his throne, and amidft his armies : but I 
f>s. like Damocles, under the terrible fword, in the midft 0 f his 
cr^r y -nts : in the dreary expectation every moment of perifli- '■■ 
ing. Jrs.-: -:<:-J iiis treacherous pieafures are a wretched exchange j 
for the true joy and peace: of virtue : nor can he fly from the ' 
torment of his own confeience, or the ftench of his guilt. | 
How dreadfully are his horrours increafed upon the approach of 
death! And how will he to all eternity condemn his extrava- 
gant folly, unJefs by fincere repentance he fhall have prevented 
everlafting woes ! 

On the fame DAY 

St. Julius, M. This martyr was a veteran foldier, and was 
impeached by his officers for the chriftian faith, before Maximus, 
governour of the Lower Mcefia, which was afterwards called Bul- 
garia. Paficrates and Valention, both of the fame regiment, had 
received the crown of martyrdom a little before. The judge em- 
ployed careffes, promifes, and threats : but Julius profefTed that to 
die for Chrift, in order to live eternally with him, would be the 
accomplifhment of all his delires. Whereupon he was condemned 
to lofe his head, and led forth to the place of execution. Ashe 
went, Hefychius, a chriftian foldier, who was alfo a prifoner, and 
fuffered martyrdom a few days after him, faid : u Go with 

courage, and run to the crown which the Lord hath promifed: 
** and remember me, who fhall fhortly follow you. Commend 
<c me to the fcrvants of God, Paficrates and Valention, who, by 
** con fc (Ting the holy name of Jefus, are gone before us." Julius 
embracing Hefychius faid : " Dear Brother, make hafle to come 
*' to us ; they whom you falute, have already heard you («)." 
Julius bound his eyes with a handkerchief, and prefenting his 
neck to the executioner, faid : " Lord Jefus, for whofe name I 
*' fuffer death, vouchfafe to receive my foul in the number of 
* e thy faints." His martyrdom happened on the 27 ih day of 
May, two days after that of St. Paficrates, about the year 302, 
in the reign of Dioclefian, at Duroftoro on the Danube, in the 
fecond Mcefia— -See his genuine ads in Ruinart, p. 615. Tillem. 

(a) Mandata tua jatn audit runt quos faint afti* Ruinart. 
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St. GERMANUS, B. of Paris, C. 

See bis life by Fortunatus of Poitiers, St. Gregory of Tours , hift* 
L 4. c. 26. Mabillon Annal. Bened. L 5. p. 132. and Afta Ord. 

Bened* T. 1. p. 234. 

A. D. 576. 

ST. Germanus, the glory of the church of France in the 
fixth age, was born in the territory of Autun, about the 
I year 496. He was brought up in piety and learning under 
the care of Scapilion his coufin, a holy prieft. In his youth, 
no weather could divert him from always going to mattins at 
midnight, though the church was above a mile from the place 
of his abode. Being ordained prieft by St. Agrippinus bifhop 
of Autun, he was made abbot of St. Symphorian's in the fu- 
burbs of that city, a houfe fince converted into a priory of 
regular canons. Fortunatus, bifhop of Poitiers, who was 
well acquainted with our faint, tells us, that he was favoured 
at that time with the gifts of miracles and prophecy. It was 
his cuftom to watch great part of the night in the church in 
prayer, whilft his monks flept. One night, in a dream, he 
thought a venerable old man prefentcd him with the keys of 
the city of Paris, and faid to him, that God committed to 
his care the inhabitants of that city, that he fliould fave them 
from perifhing. Four years after this divine admonition, in 
554> happening to be at Paris when that fee became vacant, 
on the demife of the bifhop Eufebius, he was exalted to the 
epifcopal chair, though he endeavoured by many tears to de- 
cline the charge. His promotion made no alteration in his con- 
tinual fafts and other aufterities : and the fame fimplicity and 
frugality appeared in his drefs, table and furniture. In the even- 
ing) at nine o'clock, he went to the church, and ftaid there in 
P r aycr till after mattins, that is, in fummcr, till about break 
of day. His houfe was perpetually crowded with the poor and 
the affli&ed, and he had always many beggars at his own 
ta Mc, at which 110 dainty meats were ever ferved -> he took 

ca rc that the fouls of his gucfts fhould be rcfrcflicd at the fame 

time 
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time with their bodies, by the reading of fbme pious book 
God gave to his fermons a wonderful influence over the minds 
of all ranks of people ; fo that the face of the whole city was 
in a very fhort time quite changed. A^anities were abolifhed 
dances and profane amufements laid afide, enmities and dif— 
cord extinguifhed, and finners reclaimed. King Childebert, 
who till then had been an ambitious worldly prince, by the 
fweetnefs, and the powerful difcourfes of the faint, was 
entirely converted to piety, and by his advice reformed his 
whole court. And fo defirous did that prince become of 
exchanging the perifhing goods of this world for eternal trea- 
fures, that not content with making many religious founda- 
tions, to be nurferics of piety in all fucceeding ages, and 
with fending incredible funis of money to the good bifiiop, 
to be diffributed among the indigent ; after his coffers were 
drained, he melted down his filver plate, and gave away the 
chains which he wore about his neck ; begging the bifhop, 
whom he made the fteward of his charities, never to ceafe 
giving, a/Turing him, that of his fide he fhould never be tired 
with fupplving all things for the relief and comfort of the 
diftrcfled. 

In the year 542, king Childebert, together with his brother 
Clotaire, making war in Spain, befieged Saragofa. The inhabi- 
tants of that city repofed a particular confidence in the patro- 
nage of St.Vincent,whofc relicks they carried in procefJion with- 
in fight of the French camp. King Childebert was moved with 
their devotion, and defiring to fpeak with the bifhop of the 
city, promifed to withdraw his army, on condition he might 
obtain fome portion of the relicks of St. Vincent. The bifhop 
gave him the ftolc which that holy deacon wore at the altar. 
Upon which the king raifed the fiege, and at his return to 
Paris, built a church in honour of St. Vincent, and of the 
holy crols 5 which is now called St. German's in the 
meadows, and Hands in the fuburbs of Paris. Childebert 
falling fick at his palace at Celles, near Melun, at the 
confluence of the Yon and Seine, St. Gcrmanus paid him a 
vifit ; and when the phyficians had in vain tried every thing) 
all human means failing, the faint fpent the whole night m 
prayer for his recovery, and in the morning laid his hands on 
him ; and at the fame moment the king found himfclf per- 
fectly healed. The king relates himfclf this miracle in his 
letters patent, in which, in gratitude to God for this benefit, 
he gave to the church of Paris, and the bifhop Gcrmanus, 
the land of Ccllcs, where he had received this favour, f 
good king did not long furvive. As the king had chofen the 

church of St. Vincent for the place of his burial, the Uint 
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affifted by fix other bifhops, performed the ceremony of the 
dedication^ on the 23d of December 558, the very day on 
which that prince died. The king like wife had built a large 
monaftery joining to this new church, which he endowed moft 
liberally, and left under the care of our faint, who placed 
there monks under the holy abbot Drocloveus, whom he had 
invited from A u tun, where he had formed him to a religi- 
ous life. Clotaire who fucceeded his brother Childebcrt, was 
the laft of the fons of the great Clovis ; and united again 
the four kingdoms of France into one monarchy. On his 
removing from SoilTons to Paris, he at firft fecmed to treat 
the holy bifhop coldly: but falling ill foon after of a violent 
fever, was put in mind by feme that were about him to fend 
for St. Germanus. He did fo, and full of confidence in the 
power of God, and the fan&ity of his fervant, took hold of 
his clothes, and applied them to the parts of his body where 
he felt pain, and recovered immediately. From that moment 
he always treated the faint even with greater honour than 
Childebert had done. But that prince dying fhortly after, in 
561, his four fons, ^Charibert, Gontran, Sigebert, and Chil- 
perick, divided the French monarchy into four kingdoms, in 
the fame manner as the fons of Clovis had done. That of 
Paris was given to Charibert or Aribert ; Gontran was king 
of Orleans and Burgundy, Sigebert of Auftrafia, and Chilpe- 
rick of SoilTons. Charibert funk into a vicious indolence, yet 
was obffinate and headftrong in his paffions : not being di- 
verted of all the prejudices of paganifm, he divorced his wife 
Ingoberga, and took to wife Marcovefa her maid, who had 
worn a religious habit ; and after her death, he married her 
fitter Merofleda, Ingoberga being frail living. Our faint 
many ways endeavoured to make him fenfibJc of the enormi- 
ty of his crimes ; but finding all his remonftranccs loft on 
him, he proceeded fo far as to excommunicate him, and the 
accomplice of his fin, to hinder at lcaft the dangerous influ- 
ence of his fcandalous example. The finncrs were hardened 
in their evil courfes ; but God revenged the coptempt of his laws, 
and of the holy pallor, as he has often done by vifible judg- 
ments (1). For the criminal lady fell ill, and died in a few 
oays, and the adulterous king did not long furvive her, leav- 
j n g> by his lawful wife, only three daughters, two of whom 
became nuns, the third, called Bcrta, was married to Ethel- 
tart king of Kent. 

Upon the death of Charibert in 570, his three brothers di- 
vided his dominions i but not being able to agree who fhoukl 

be 
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be matter of Paris, the capital, came to an accommodation 
that they ihould hold it jointly, on condition that none of 
them fhould go into the city without the leave of the other 
two. St. Germanus found his flock involved by this agree- 
ment in great difficulties, and the city divided into three dif- 
ferent parties, always plotting and counterplotting againft one 
another. He did all that the moft confummate charity, pr U . 
dence, and vigilance could do, to preferve the publick peace, 
yet Sigebert and Chilperick appeared in arms, being fired by 
ambition, and ftirred up by their wicked! queens Fredegonda, 
wife of the latter, and Brunehaut of the former, burning 
with the moft implacable jealoufy againft each other. The 
faint prevailed with them to fufpend their hoftilities for fome 
time. At length Chilperick invaded the territories of Sige- 
bert, but being worfted in battle, fled to Tournay. This 
victory left Sigebert free liberty of going to Paris with his 
wife Brunehaut and children, where he was received as con- 
querour. St. Germanus wrote to the queen, conjuring her to 
employ her intereft with her hulband to reftore the peace of 
France, and to fpare the life and fortune of a brother, whofe 
ruin and blood would cry to heaven for vengeance. But 
lirunehaut's paflion rendered her deaf to all remonftrances, 
and Sigebert was determined by her furious counfels to be- 
fiege Tournay. As he was fetting out for this enterprize, he 
was met by St. Germanus, who told him that if he forgave 
his brother, he Ihould return victorious ; but if he was bent 
on his death, divine juftice would overtake him, and his own 
death fhould prevent the execution of his unnatural defign. 
Sigebert allowed this wholefome advice no weight : but the 
event Ihewed that God had put thefe words in the mouth of the 
good bifhop. For queen Fredegonda, enraged at the defperate 
pofture of her hufband's afrairs, hired two afiaflins who dis- 
patched him with poifoned daggers, whilft he made a halt in 
his march at Vitri in 575, after he had reigned fourteen 
years, with fome reputation of humanity, as Fortunatus tells 
us. Chilperick by his tyranny and oppreffions deferved to be 
ftyled the French Nero, as St. Gregory of Tours calls him. 
He facrificed his own children by former wives to the fury 
of Fredegonda, but having difcovered her infidelity to him* 
he was, by her contrivance, murdered by her gallant in 584* 
Fredegonda was regent of the kingdoms of Soiflons and Paris 
for her fon Clotairc II. and continued her practices and war« 
againft Brunehaut and her fon till (he died in 601. Brune- 
haut governed the kingdom of Auftralia for her fon CM" 
debert II. and after his death for her grand fon Theodebcrt j 

but afterwards pcrfundcd Tlieadorick her ftcond granto 

win 
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who reigned at Challons, to deftroy him and his whole fa- 
jnily in 611. The year following Theodorick died, and 
Clotaire II. furnamed the Great, fon of Fredegonda, inherit- 
ing both their eftates, accufed Brunehaut before the ftates, 
of putting to death ten kings and St. Defiderins bifhop of 
Yienne, becaufe he had reproved her for her publick fcanda- 
lous lufts, and many other illufixious perfons. She had at 
firft appeared liberal, and built feveral churches ; but after- 
wards became infamous for her cruelty, avarice, reftlefs am- 
bition, and infatiable lufts, to which fhe facrificed all things, 
and employed both the fword and poifon in perpetrating her 
wicked defigns. Being condemned by the ftates, Ihe was put 
to the rack during three days, and afterwards dragged to 
death, being tied to the tail of a wild mare ; or according to 
others, drawn betwixt four horfes, in 613 (a)* 

St. Germanus lived not to fee the miferable ends of thele 
two firebrands of their country. In his old age he loft no- 
thing of that zeal and activity with which he had filled the 
great duties of his ftation, in the vigour of his life ; nor did 
the weaknefs to which his corporal auiterities had reduced him 
make him abate any thing in the mortifications of his pene- 
tential life, in which he redoubled his fervour, as he ap- 
proached nearer to the end of his courfe. By his zeal the 
remains of idolatry were extirpated in France. In the third 
council of Paris, in 557? he had the principal fhare in draw- 
ing up the canons. By his advice, king Childebcrt ilTued an 
edict, commanding all idols to be deftroyed throughout his 
dominions, and forbidding all indecent dances, and diverfions 
I on Sundays and feftivals. The faint continued his labours 
for the converfion of finners, till he was called to receive the 
reward of them on the 28th of May 576, being fourfcore 
^ years old. King Chilperick compofed his epitaph, in which 
I he extols his zeal for the falvation of his people, and their af- 
fection and veneration for his per fon. He mentions the mi- 
racles which were wrought at his tomb, and fays that fight 
was reilored to the blind, and fpcech to the dumb (2). He 
wis, according to his own defire, buried in St. Sympho- 
nan's chapel, which he built at the bottom of the church of 
at. Vincent already mentioned. A-Tany miracles manifested 
his iandtity, of which Fortunatus, then a pried, afterward?; 
bifhop of Poitiers, has left us a hiitory, in which he givey 
two on hi s own evidence. Alfo two anonymous monks com- 
piled relations of feveral miracles of St. Gcrmiinus, which 
Vu*.. II. L 1 Aimoinuv 



(2) A pud Aimoinuin, 1. ?. c. 16. 

(•'0 See Mc'/e'iiy and Chulluiu- Hilt I'Vanc? 
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Airhoinus (a ), a monk of this monaftery in 870, and a care- 
ful writer, digefted into two books (3). The relic ks of St. 
Germanus remained in the aforefaid chapel till the year 75^ 
and then the abbot removed them into the body of the church. 
The ceremony of this tranflation was performed with great 
folemnity ; and king Pepin thought himfelf honoured by af- 
fixing at it. Prince Charles, known afterwards by the title 
of Charlemagne, who was then but feven years old, attended 
his father on this occafion, and was fo flrongly affe&ed with 
the miracles performed at that time, that when he came to 
the crown, he took a particular pleafure in relating them, 
with all their circumftances. The greateft part of the relicks 
of St. Germanus remain ftill in this church of St. Vincent, 
commonly called St. Germain des Prez. This abbey is pof- 
fefled of the original privilege of its foundation and exemp. 
tion, written on bark, and lubfcribed by St. Germanus, St. 
Nicetius, and feveral other bifhops (b). The moft valuable 
work of St.Germanus of Paris, is An Expbfttion of the liturgy (c\ 
publifhed from an ancient manufqript by Dom. Martenne (4). 
The character iftical virtue of St. Germanus, was his unbound- 
ed charity to the poor. Liberality in alms moves God to be 
liberal to us in the difpenfations of his fpiritual graces : but 
he who hardens his heart to the injuries and wants of others, 
fhuts againft himfelf the treafury of heaven. 

MAY 

{%) Apud Mabil. Sax. 4. Bened. T. 2. and Bolland. ad 
r.8 Maii. (4) Anccdot. T. 5. p. 91. 

{a) This Amoinus mud not ancient Gallican liturgy or mafs, 

be confounded with another of which was ufed in France be- 

rhe fame name in 1001, author fore the Roman was introduced 

of the hiftory of France in four in the time of Charlemagne and 

books : and of a hiftory of the pope Adrian I. This Latin Gal- 

jiiiracles of St. Bcnnct. This lican mafs, in all the parts, bears 

latter was a monk of Fleury. an uniform rcfemblance with 

(b) On its authenticity fee Va- the Roman. St. Germanus in 

lois [difcept. de Bafilicis, p. 53.] this moil curious work explain* 

Dom. Quatremaires and Dom. the ancient ceremonies of the li- 

Ma billon. turgy, all the (acred volljncnb, 

(r) J i) it we have the genuine &c. 
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St. MAXIMINUS, Bifhop of 

Triers, C. 

From the works of SU Athanafius and St. Hilary^ and from the 

councils. 

A. D. 349. 

ST. Maximinus was one of thofe paftors whom God raifed 
in the molt dangerous times to fupport his church. He 
was born at Poitiers, nobly defcended, and related to Maxen- 
tius bifhop of that city before St. Hilary. The reputation of 
the fan£r.ity of St. Agritius, bifhop of Triers, drew him young 
to that city, and after a moft virtuous education, he was ad- 
mitted to holy orders, and upon the death of Agritius, chofen 
his fuccefibur in 332. When St. Athanafius was banifhed to 
Triers, in 336, St. Maximinus received him, not ajs a perfon 
difgraced, but as a moft glorious confeffour of Chrift, and 
thought it a great happinefs to enjoy the company of fo illus- 
trious a faint, St. Athanafius ftaid with him two years and 
his works bears evidence tp the indefatigable vigilance, he<- 
roick courage, and exemplary virtue of our faint, who was be- 
fore that time famous for the gift of miracles. Sr. Paul bi- 
fhop of Conftantinople, being banilhed by Conftantius, found 
alfo a retreat at Triers, and in St. Maximinus a powerful 
protector. Our faint, by his counfels, precautioned the cm- 
perour Conftans againft the intrigues and fnaresof the A- 
nans, and on every occafion difcovered their artifice, and op«- 
pofed their faction. He was one of the moft iliultrious de- 
fenders of the catholick faith in the council of Sardi- 
ca, in 57 1 3 and had the honour to be ranked by the Arians 
with St. Athanafius, in an excommunication which they pre- 
tended to fulminate againft them at Philippop olis. St. Maxi- 
mums is faid to have died in Poitou in 349* having made a 
journey thither to fee his relations. He was buried near 
^oiticrs ; but his body was after wards tranilatcd to 

Triers, on the day which is now devoted to his memory. St. 

H % Maxifl 
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M aximinus, by protecting and harbouring faints, received 
himfelf the recompence of a faint- ■ 



On the fame DAY 



St. Cyril, M. This faint was as yet a child when he glori- 
fied God by martyrdom, at Csefareain Cappadocia His father being 
an idolater, feeing his young fon, who had been privately made 
a chriilian, refufe to adore his idols, after all manner of fevere 
ufage, turned him out of doors. The governour of Caifarea be- 
ing informed of it, gave orders that Cyril mould be brought be- 
fore him. Enraged to hear him never ceafe to proclaim the name of 
Jefus, he told him with many carefTes, that he ought to detclt that 
name, and promifed him the pardon of his faults, a reconcilia- 
tion with his father, and the inheritance of his eftate, if he obey- 
ed. The courageous child anfwered : " I rejoice in fuffcring 
* £ reproaches for what I have done. God will receive me, wim 
6£ whom I mall be better than with my father. I cheariully te- 

nounce earthly eftates and houfe, that I maybe made rich in 
c< heaven. I am not afraid of death, becaufc it will procure me 
** a better life.'" Thii he faid with a courage which (hewed that 
God fpoke in him. The judge commanded him to be publickly 
bound, and to be led as if it had been to execution, but he gave 
orders in private that they fhould only frighten him. Being placed 
before a great fire, and threatened to be thrown in it, yet he was no: 
daunted. He was then carried back to the judge, who faid to 
Jhim : " My child, you have feen both the fire and the fword, 
** Be wife, and return to your houfe and fortune. 11 The mamr 
anfwered : " You have done me a real prejudice in calling me 
*' back. I neither fear the fire nor the fword : God will receive 
** me. Put me to death without delay, that I may the focmer go 
** to him." All the afliftants wept to hear him fpeak in this 
manner But he faid to them : " You ought rather to rejoice : 
4i you know not what is my hope, nor what kind of kingdom I 
*' am going to poflefs." With thefe fentimcnts he went joyfully 
to his death. He feems to have died by the fword. His name 
occurs in the martyrology which bears the name of St Jcrom, 
and in that of i'lorus. lie (uttered under Decius or Valerian — 
See his autentick acts in Ruinart and Henfchenius, probably com- 
piled by St» Pirmilian biflio]) of Cxfarca. 
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St. FELIX, I. Pope, M. 

A. D. 274. 

E was a Roman by birth, and fucceeded St. Dionyfius in 
the government of the church in 269. Paul of Samo^ 
fata, the proud bifhop of Antioch, to the guilt of many enor- 
mous crimes, added that of herely, teaching that Chrift was 
no more than a meer man, in whom the Divine Word dwelt, 
by its operation, and as in its temple, with many other grofs 
crrours concerning the capital myfteries of the Trinity and In- 
carnation. Two councils were held at Antioch to examine his 
caufe, but by various arts and fubterfuges he efcaped condemna- 
tion. However, in a third, aflembled at the fame place, in 
269, being clearly convicted of herely, pride, and many fcan- 
dalous crimes, he was excommunicated and depofed, and Dom> 
nus was fubftituted in his room. Paul ftill maintained him- 
felf in the pofleflion of the epifcopal houfe. The biftiop there- 
fore had recourfe to the emperour Aurelian, who, though a 
pagan, gave an order that the houfe fliould belong to him 
to whom the bifhops of Rome and Italy adjudged it, as 
Eufebius writes (1). St. Felix had before declared him- 
felf againft that herefiarch ; for the council had fent the fyno- 
dai Letter to St. Dionyfius, who being dead, it had been deli- 
vered to St, Felix. It muft have been on that occafion that our 
holy pope wrote to Maximus, bifhop of Alexandria, a learned 
epiitle, quoted by the council of Ephcfus, St. Cyril of Alex- 
andria and Vincent of Lerins ; in which he clearly explained 
the catholick dofirine of the whole myftery of the Incarna- 
tion. St. Cyril has preferved us a fragment of it (2). The 
pcrfecution of Aurelian breaking out, St. Felix fearlefs of 
dangers, ftrengthened the weak, encouraged all, baptized the 
catechumens, and continued to exert himfelf in converting in- 
fidels to the faith. He himfelf obtained the glory of martyr- 
dom j which title is given him by the council of Ephefu.; (3), 
by St. Cyril (4), and by St. Vincent of Lerins (5). He go- 
verned the church five years, and pa fled to a glorious eternity 
»J 274. The weftcrn martyrologtcs name him on the thiuicth 

of May, 

St. 

An L. 7. c. 80. p. 282. (2) Apologcr. p 852. (3) Aa. 1. Cone. 
M'P.si*. {4} Apol.T. 3. Cone. J>. 852. (S)^* 375- 
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St. WALSTAN, Confeffor. 



From Capgrave, foL 285, and his old fnanufcript life. See Blom* 

field? HiJL of Norfolk? T. I. p. 641, 

A. D. 1016. 

ST. Walstan, C, He was formerly much honoured at 
Coffey, ana Bawbuigh, commonly called Baber, two vil- 
lages four miles from Norwich. He was born at Baber, and of 
a rich and honourable family. The name of his father was 
Benedict that of his mother Blida. By their example and 
good inftru£tions he, from his infancy, conceived an ardent 
■defire to devote himfelf to God, with the greateft perfection 
pofiible. in this view, at twelve years of age he renounced 
his patrimony, left his father's houfe, and entered a poor fervant 
at Taverham, a village adjoining to Coffey. He was fo chari- 
table that he gave his own victuals to the poor, and fometimec 
even his fhoes, going himfelf barefoot. He applied himfelf to 
the meaneft and moft painful country labour in a perfect fpirit 
of penance and humility ; failed much, and fanctified his foul 
and all his action by afliduous fervent prayer, and the conftant 
union of his heart with God. He made a vow of celibacy, 
but never embraced a monaftick ftate. God honoured his hu- 
mility before men by many miracles* He died in the midft of 
a meadow where he was at work, on the thirtieth of May in 
boi6. His body was interred at Baber: it was carried thither 
through Coffey or Cofteflye, where a well ftill bears his name, 
as does another which was more famous at Baber, a little be- 
low the church. Thefe places were much reforted to by pil- 
grims, cfpecially to implore the interceflion of this faint for the 
cure of fevers, palfics, lamenefs and blindnefs. His body was 
enfhrined in the north chapel of that church, which chapel 
was on that account pulled down in the reign of Henry VIIJ# 
though the church is flill {landing. All the mowers and hyf- 
band men in thefe parts conflantly vifited it once a year, ami 
innumerable other pilgrims reforted to it 3 not only 'from all parts 
of England, but alio from ; beyond the Teas. The church is 

facrcd to the memory of the Bleflid Virgin, and of St. Wai- 
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St. PETRONILLA, V. 

AMONG the difciples of the apoftles, in the primitive 
age of faints, this holy virgin fhone as a bright ftar in 
the church. She lived when chriftians were more felicitous to 
live well than to write much : they knew how to die for Chrift » 
but did not compile long hooks or difputations in which 
vanity has often a greater {hare than charity. Hence no parti- 
cular account of her actions hath been tranfmitted down to us. 
But how eminent her fanctity was we may judge from the 
luftre by which it was diftinguifhed among apoftles, prophets 
and martyrs. Her name is the feminine and diminutive of 
Peter, and fhe is fa id to have been a daughter of the apoftle of 
St, Peter: which tradition is confirmed by certain writings 
quoted by the Mantchees in the time of St. Auftin (i), which 
affirm that St. Peter had a daughter whom he cured of a palfyo 
That St. Peter was married before his vocation to the apoftle- 
fhip we learn from the gofpel 5 though St. Jerom and other an- 
cient fathers teftify 3 that he lived in continency after his call* 
St. Clement of Alexandria aflures us (2), that his wife attained 
to the glory of martyrdom ; at which that apoftle himfelf en- 
couraged her, bidding her to remember our Lord. But it feems 
not certain whether St. Petronilla was more than the fpiritual 
daughter of that apoftle. She ilourifhed at Rome, and was 
buried on the way to Ardea, where anciently a cemetery and a 
church bore her name 1 fo famous that in it a ftation or place 
for the aflcmbly of the city in publick prayer, was eflabliflied 
by Gregory III. She is commemorated in the true martyrolo- 
gy of Bede, in thofe which bear the narric of St. Jerom, &c- 
The faints, whether in ficknefs or in health, in publick or in 
private life, devoted all their thoughts and actions to God, and 
thus fancYified all their employments. The great end for which 
they lived, was always prefent to their minds, and they thought 
every moment loft in which they did not make foinc advances 
towards eternal blifs. How will their example condemn at the 

laffc 



(0 St. Au<>\ J. contra Adimant. c. ; ,v . 

{**) Scikant Mori, nou Jim bunt Jtf'utitrt* Sc. Cypr. 
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laft day the trifling fooleries, and the greateft part of the con- 
verfation and employments of the world, which aim at nothing 
but prefent amufernents, as if it were the bufinefs of a rational 
creature to divert his mind from thought and reflection, and for- 
get their only affair, the bufinefs of eternity. 

On the fame DAY 

SS. Cantius and Cantianus brothers, and Cantianilla 
their filler, MM. If riches are loaded with the curfes of the gofpel' 
becaufe to many they prove dangerous, and afford the flrongefl in- 
centives to the paflions ; the greater is their crown who make them 
the means of their fan&ification. This circumftance enhances the 
glory of thefe holy martyrs. They were of the molt illuftrious fa- 
mily of the Anicii in Rome, and near relations to the emperour Ca- 
xinus, who was himielf a favourer of the chrillians in Gaul. They 
were brought up together in their own palace in Rome, under the 
care of a pious chriftian preceptor, named Protus, who inftru&ed 
them in the faith, and in the moll perfect maxims of our divine re- 
ligion. When the perfecution of Dioclefian began to fill Rome with 
terrour, they fold their pofTeffions in that city, and retired to 
Aquileia, where they had a good eflate. The bloody edifts had 
alfo reached that country, and Sifinnius, general of the forces, and 
Dulcidius, the governour of the province, were bufied night and 
day in making the flricteft fearch after chrillians, and in filling the 
prifons with crouds of confelfors. No fooner were they informed 
of the arrival of our faints, but they fummoned them to appear and 
offer facrifice, and at the fame time by a meiTenger acquainted the 
emperour with what they had done, begging his inllruftions how 
they ought to proceed with regard to perfons of their rank, Dio- 
clefian fent an order that they mould be beheaded in cafe they re- 
fufed to worfhip the gods. The martyrs had left Aquileia, in a 
chariot drawn by mules, but were flopped by an accident four miles 
out of the town at Aquie-Gradatce. Hither Sifinnius purfued them, 
carrying with him the order of the emperour. He intreated and 
conjured them to comply ; but they anfwered^ that nothing Ihould 
make them unfaithful to God, declaring that all who mould wor- 
fhip idols, would be punifhed with everlailing fire. Wherefore they 
were all beheaded, together with Protus, their preceptor, in the 
year 304. Zoelus, a prieit, honourably embalmed and buried their 
bodies in the fame monument. The place hath fincc changed its 
name of Aquie-Urada ai for that of San-Cantiano. — See their acls 
published genuine by Mabillon, in an appendix to his Gallican Li- 
turgy, p. .',67, and a panegyrick, probably of St. Maximus of 

Turin, extant among the fennons of St, Ambrofc, T. 2. Append, 
col. 458, 



JUNE 



« 







f « K K 










•JII * 





JUNE 



i. 



St. PAMPHILUS, Prieft and Martyr. 



From EufcbiuSy St> jferom, iffc. See CeiJlir^ T. 3. p. 435- 



A. D. 309. 



y$$3£*K EARNING is truly valuable when fanaifieet 
k09£ ^y P iet y> an< ^ confecrated to the divine honour, 
)3( L to which St, Pamphilus devoted himfelf and all 

J$p*^ h*is labours. He was of a rich and honourable 

kJSO^JCjH? family, and a native of Berytus ; in which city, 

at that time famous for its fchools, he in his 
vouth ran through the whole circle of the fciences, and was af- 
itrwards honoured with the firft employments of the magiftra- 
cy. After he began to know Chrift, he could relifli no other 
fhuly but that of falvation, and renounced every thing elfe that 
lie might apply himfelf wholly to the excrcifes of virtue, and 
the ftutlies of the holy fcriptures. This accomplifhed matter 
in profane fciences, and this icnowncd magiftratc was not 
afliamcd to become the humble fcholar of Pier ins, the fucccf- 
four of Origcn in the great catechetical fchool of Alexandria. 
He afterwards made Czefarca in Palcffinc his residence, where, 
at his private expence, he collected a great library, which he 
bellowed on the church of that city. St. Ifidore of Seville 
reckons that it contained near 30,000 volumes. Almofl all the 
works of the ancients were found in it. 'J "he faint cftablifhcd 
there alio a publick fchool of facred literature, arid to hii 
lahnuis the church was indebted for a moll correal edition 
(, 1 the holy bible, which with infinite can: Ik; nanferibed him- 
> many copies whereof he dilhilnited yjatts ; for he was 
*t jnen the molt coininunieaiive and bencii^cni, cfpc dally 
Vol. II. XI in jn> 
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in encouraging facred learning. He fet a great value cm 
the Works of Origen, many of which he copied with his 
own hand. During his imprifonment he with Eufebius com- 
pofed an apology for Origen in five books : of which the nrfl, 
in Rufinus's Latin tranflation, is extant among the works of St. 
Jerom, and is a fmifheu" piece. But nothing was more re- 
markable in this faint than his extraordinary huwUity^ as Eu. 
febius often obferveb ; which the faint himfelf feelingly cx- 
prefles in his piefa.e to an abridgment of the A els of the apo- 
ftlcs. His paternal eltate he at length diftributed amoivj; the 
poor : towards li Is flaves and domeliicks his behaviour was al- 
wa>s that of a brother or tender hither. He led a mo ft auilere 
life, fequeftered from the woilJ and its company ; and was in- 
defatigable in labour. Such a viituc was his apprcnticefhip to 
the grace of martyidom. 

In the \ car 307, Urhanu*, the cruel governour of Paleftinc, 
caufed him to be apprehended, and alter hearing an eflay of his 
eloquence and erudition, commanded him to be moft inhuman- 
ly tormented. Hut the iron hooks which tore the martyr's 
fides, ferved only to cover the judge with confufion. After 
this the faint remained almoft two years in prifon, with feveral 
fellow- con feflbrs, of whom two, who were only catechumens, 
were at the fame time purified and ci owned by the baptifm of fire. 
Soon after the torturing of St. Pamphilus, Urbanus the gover- 
nour was himfelf beheaded by an order of the emperour Maxi- 
minus : but was fucceeded by Firniilian, a man not lefs barba- 
rous than bigoted and fupcriritious. Alter feveral butcheries he 
caufed St. Pamphilus, and Valcns, deacon of the church of Jc- 
rufaiem, a venerable old man, who could repeat the whole 
bibie by Ik an, and Paul of Jamnia, a man of extraordinary 
v.eal and fervour, to be brought before him - } and finding them 
itill firm in their faith, without putting them again to the rack, 
polled fentence of deaih upon them, yet feveral others furTeral 
hi fore ihem. For, one Porphyrins, a virtuous flavc of St. 
Pamphilus, whom the faint ha<l always treated as his (on, and 
vvho out of humihtv concealed his abilities, and his /kill in 
willing) a/Lctl the judge \s leave to buiy their bodies when they 
inould have undcigone i\u ii punifhment. Firmilian, liker a 
tvgerthan a man, i:nquiied if he was a ehriflian, and upon 
hi:- confeihng it, ordeted the executioners to torment him wit!) 
riven utmoll llieugih. But though his fleih was torn olF to the 
veiv bones, ajid his naked bowels expo fed to view, and the 
t'.nnents were continued a lono; time without intermiffion, he 
never once opened his mouth, Co much as to fetch one groan, 
lie tin i filed his martyidom by a flow fire, and died, invoking 

Jefiu the Son ol" God. Thus, though lie cntcicd the lifts alter 

the 
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the reft, he arrived firft at the crown. Seleucus, a Cappado- 
cian, for carrying the news of the triumph of Porphyrius to 
St. Pamphilus, and for applauding the martyr's conftancy, was 
condemned to be beheaded with the reft. He had formerly 
borne feveral employments in the army, and had been fcourged 
for the faith in 298 : after which time he had Jived a father and 
protector of the poor. Firm i Han had in his family a fervant, 
named Theodulus, whom he loved above all the reft of his 
domefttcks, for his probity and virtue ; but being informed 
that he was a chriftian, and had embraced One of the martyrs* 
he condemned him to be crucified on the fame day. Julian, a 
zealous Cappadocian catechumen, for embracing the dead bo- 
dies of the martyrs in the evening, was burnt at a flow fire av 
Porphyrius had been. St. Pamphilus with his companions 
above-named was beheaded on the fixtecnth of February 309 ; 
the others here mentioned all differed on the fame day. The 
bodies of thefe martyrs were left expofed to be devoured by 
wild beafts ; but were not touched by them, and after four 
days, were taken away, and decently buried. Eufebius of 
Gefarca, the church-hiftorian, who had been fellow- prifoner 
with St. Pamphilus, out of refpe£t to his memory, took the 
furname of Pa?npbiii. Befides what he has faid of this martyr 
in his hiftory, he compiled three books of his life, which are 
much commended by St. Jerom, who calls them elegant, and 
(ays, that in them he excellently fct forth the virtues, efpeciaU 
ly the extraordinary humility of St. Pamphilus. But this work 
is now loft, though Metaphraftes feefns to have borrowed from 
it his account of this faint. A cloud of witneiles, a noble ar- 
my of martyrs, by which we are encompailed, teach us by 
their conftancy to fuffcr wrong with patience, and flrenuoi-vfly 
to refift evil. 

On the fame D A Y 

11. Pi*. TEH of Pi fa, founder of the hermits of St. Jerom. He was 
boitl at Pifa in 1355, vvhil A his fathci I'eter GamLacorti enjoyed the 
l»>vereign authority in that commonwealth. J^cmg tweuty-hYe years 
old, he privately left his father's court, difgui ed in the habit of a 
pour penitent, and retired to Monte hello, an agiceable iblirudc 

Umbria. Ho beoo c »d his fnbfillence in the; neK'h bourin-j vilhn?e k 
and, in 1380, found means to bnild a church and twelve eeJlt for la 
m *ty companions who had joined him. Me chofe St. Jerom 
'0[ the patron of his Congi cgaiion, hecaufe thai father having 
Wital ihe hermitages of all ligypt and Syria, felected out of each 
1 M'h.-i t leemed to him the moft perfct.l in every exeredc. IVrer prc- 
■ icrifnxl to his monks four Lents in the year, and to fall on all M011- 
'M'U Vv'edncfdays and Fridays; to continue in prayer two hours 
*| lcr nutrias at midnight, &c. As to himfclf, his whole time was 
wted to th« cxeicilei* of prayer, and hit. lifr w.u melt au:Ure 

M m ? Hi* 
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His Congregation was approved by Martin V. in 1421. His father 
and two brothers being affaffinated by their fecretary in 1393, he was 
tempted to leave his defert to do juitice to his family and country; 
but by redoubling his fervour in his holy exercifes, he overcame 
that fuggeftion of the devil. He died in 1435, being eighty years 
old: was fly led Blefled by Pius V. and Clement V1IL His Con- 
gregation is much fpread in Italy. The Order of St. Jerom of 
Fieibli inftituted by the Ven. Charles of Montegraneli, a noble 
Florentin, was united to it by Clement IX. in 1668. There are alfo 
hermits of St. Jerom, in Spain, of a like inftitute. They follow the 
rule of the hermits of St, Auftin ; but adopt certain conftitutions 
gathered from the works of St. Jerom. 



JUNE 2, 

SS. P O T H I N U S , Bifhop, S ANCTUS, 
ATT ALUS, BLANDINA, and 
the other Martyrs of Lyons. 

From the letter of the churches of Vlenne and Lyons to their 
brethren in Afia and Pbrygia, extant * though imperfecl, it 
Eufebius's Hi/?. £.5. ch. I, 2, 3, one of the mofi precious 
and mofi moving ?nonumenU of the primitive ages y as Jo). 
Scaliger obferves^ in his notes on the Chronicle of Eufebius* Sit 
the EngliJJ) abridgment of thefe a els* 



A 



A. D. 177. 

FTER the miraculous vi&ory obtained by the prayers 
of the christians under Marcus Aurelius in 174, the 
church enjoyed a kind of peace, though it was often dirturbed 
in particular places by popular commotions, or by the fupcr- 
flitious fury of certain govcrnours. This appears from the 
•violent perfecution which was raifed three years after the 
aforefaid viclory, at Vienne and Lyons in Gaul, in 177 ; v/hM 
St. Pothinus was bifhop of Lyons, and St. Irciueus, who h:uj 
been lent thither by St. Polycarp out of Afia (1), was a prieft 
of that city. Many of the principal pcrfons of this chinch 
were Greeks, and came from Afia ; being doubtlefs led by a 
•zealous delirc to propagate the kingdom of Chriftj and invited 

{1) St. Grq\. Tuion. L 1. hill. Franc, c. 20, 
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by the great intercourfe of traffick between the ports of Aiia 
and Marfeilles. The progrefs which the gofpel had made, 
and the eminent fan&ity of" thofe who profefled it in that coun- 
try enraged the devil, and flirred up the malice of the idolaters, 
who in a tranfport of fudden fury refolved to extirpate their 
very name 3 not knowing that the church of Chrift, planted by 
his crofs, grew more fruitful by the fufferings of its children, 
as a vine flourishes by being pruned. The conflicts of the 
glorious martyrs, who on this occalion had the honour to feal 
their faith with their blood, were recorded by thofe who were 
eyewitnefles, and the companions of their fufferings, in a letter 
written by them on purpofe to their old friends arid brethren, 
the chrifrians of Afia and Phrygia. The piety, eloquence and 
animated ftyle of this epiftle feems to leave no doubt, but that 
St. Irenaeus was the principal author (2). According to the re- 
mark of a modern hiflorian (3), the combats of the martyrs 
are here painted in fb lively colours, that their fpirit appears as 
it were living in the dead letter, and their blood ipilt for Jefus 
Chrift feems to fhine throughout the relation. 

It is impoflible, fay the authors of this letter, for us to give 
an exact account, nor will it be eafy to conceive the extent of 
our prefent calamities, the rage of the pagans againfl the faints, 
and the fufferings of the holy martyrs among us. For the ad- 
verfary directs his whole force againft us, and lets us fee already 
what we are to expect when he is let loofe, and allowed to at- 
tack the church in the end of the world. He makes his af- 
faults boldly, and ftirs up his agents againft the fervants of 
God. Their animofity runs fo high, that we are not only 
driven from private houfes, from the baths and publick places, 
but even forbid to fhew ourfelves at all. But the grace of God, 
which is an overmatch for all the powers of hell, hath refcucc] 
the weak from the danger, and from the temptation of the 
fiery trial (<?), and expofed fuch only to the combat as are able 
by an invincible patience to Itand their ground like fo many 
unfhaken pillars of the faith, arid dare even invite fuHerings, 
and defy all the malice and ilrength of the enemy. Thefe 
champions have fought the powers of dark n el's with fuccefs, 

M rn 3 bore 

(2) Valef. Not. ad. I.5. Eufeb. Tillcm. t. 3. p. 2. (3) Du 
Bofquct. 1. 2. Hiil. Eccief. ch. 18. 



(«) The humility of the au- 
thors of this letter, in order to 
flicw they had no ihare in the 
pnufe of the martyrs, made them 

aferibe to their own weaknefa 



and cowardice, that they h;.d 
clcaped the iury of the prill 11- 

tors, thou i'h their il v I ■ • ,1. 
them an i mated wuu 1 1 

heroic k ipirit. 
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bore all manner of infamy, and the moft inhuman torments, 
looked on all their fufferings as nothing, but rufhed through 
them with an intrepidity that fpoke them throughly perfuaded 
that all the miferies of this life are not fit to be allowed any 
confideration, when weighed againft the glory of the world to 
come. Atfirfr the people attacked them in a tumultuous man- 
ner, {truck them, dragged them about the ftreets, threw ftones 
at them, plundered, confined them, fell on them with all the 
exorbitancies of an incenfed mob, when allowed to take their 
own revenge of their enemies ; all which the chriftians bore 
with an inexpreflible patience. After this firft difcharge of 
their rage, they proceeded more regularly. The tribune and 
the magiftrates of the town ordered them to appear in the pub- 
lick place, where they were examined before the populace, 
made a glorious confeftion of their faith, and then were fent to 
prifon, where they were to wait the arrival of the governour. 
When that judgecame to town, they were carried before him, 
and ufed with lb much cruelty, that Vettius Epagathus(£), one 
of our number, fired with a holy refentment at our treatment, 
defired to be heard on that fubje£t. He was full of the love of 
God and his neighbour ; a man fo exactly virtuous, that, though 
young, the character of old Zacharias might juftly be applied 
to him ; for he walked in all the commandments blamelel's. 
His heart was inflamed with an ardent zeal for the glory of 
God; and he was active and indefatigable whenever his neigh- 
bour wanted his afliftance. This excellent perfon undertook 
the defence of the injured brethren ; and promifed to make it 
appear, that the chriftians were guilty of no impious practices. 
But the whole crowd, who were too well acquainted with his 
merit, oppofed the motion in a noii'y and tumultuous manner; 
and the governour, determined not to grant him that reafon- 
ablc requefr, which impeached him and his aiTbciates for in- 
■juftjee, interrupted him, by aiking whether he was a chriftian. 
"Upon his declaring his faith boldly, he was ranked among the 
martyrs, with the additional title of The Advocaic of the 
ilhrijlians ; which indeed was jtiiily his due. And now it was 
cafy to difiinguifh between fueh as came thither well provided 
for the trial, and refolved to fuller all extremities, and fueh as 
were not prepared for the battle. The former finifheil their 

gloriqus courfe with the utmoll alaciityj while the latter 

itarted 



(/>) Vettius mentioned in the 
atts a> a perfon of high rank, and lie 
is called by St. Gregory of 'I ours, 

the fail icnator of all the Gauls. 



The Vettii or Veclii were a moil 
ancient and noble family, u huh 
often adorned the full digi'iiia 

in lIu coinnionweakh at 
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ftarted back at the near view of what was prepared for them 
upon perfevering in the faith, and quitted the field ; which was 
the cafe of ten perfons. Their cowardice and apoftacy not' 
only proved an inexprefllble affliction to us, but alfo cooled 
the zeal of feveral, who were not yet apprehended, and had 
employed their liberty in a conttant attendance on the mar- 
tyrs, in fpite of all the dangers to which their charity might 
expofe them. We were all now in the utmoft contternation, 
which did not arife from the fear of torments, but the appre- 
henfion of lofmg more of our number in the way. But our 
lute lofs was abundantly repaired by frefh fupplies of generous 
martyrs, who were fcized every day, till our two churches were 
deprived of all their eminent men, whom we had been ufed to 
look on as the main fupport of religion among us. 

As the govemour's orders for letting none of us efcape were 
very flrict, feveral pagans in the fervice of chrittians were taken 
with their matters. Thefe flaves, fearing they fhould be put 
to the fame torments, which they faw the faints endure, at the 
inftigatiou of the devil and the foldicrs, accufed us of feedifig 
on human flefh like Thy eftes, engaging in inceftuous marriages 
like CEdipus, and feveral other impious extravagances, which 
the principles of our religion forbid us to mention or even, 
think of, and which we can hardly perfuade ourfelves were ever 
committed by men. Thefe calumnies being divulged, the 
people were fo outrageoufly incenfed againft us, that they who 
till then had retained fome fparks of friendfhip for us, 
tranfported againft us with hatred, and foamed with rage. It 
is impoflible to exprefs the feverity of what the min liters of 
totan inflicted on the holy martyrs on this occafion, to force 
fome blafphemous exprettion from their mouths. The fury of 
the fovernour, the foldicrs and the people fell mutt heavy upon 
Quietus, a native of Vienne, and a deacon : alio cm iVlaturus 
who, though but lately baptized, was yet hold and ftrorig 
enough fur the combat 5 on Attains, a native of PergamLis, 
but who had ever been the pillar and (import or" our church ; 
mid on Hlandina, a /lave, in whom Chi i(l has-Ox'vvn us that thole 
whom men look on with contempt, and whole co/idition phiccs 
them below the regard ot thr woiKI, mc olien raifed to tho 
highefl honours by almighty ( Jod for rljeir ardent love of him, 
man 1 jelled more by wm k*i than wouhs or empty flicw. She 
w ^ of fo weak a conli it nticm, that we weie all alarmed for 
' u 'i ; and her milirefs, one of the jnaitws was lull of appre- 
hvn< ions that ihe would not have the (< in age and lefniutinn to 

iiialcc a lYee and open confeihon of Ik r faith, Hut B'andina. 
was fo powerfully afJiihd and ttrtnglhened, that fhe bote all 
" ic torments her executioners who relieved each other could 

M. m 4 ply 
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ply her with from break of day till night ; they owned them- 
selves conquered j protcfted they had no more torments in re- 
fer vc, and wondered how fhe could live, after what flie had en- 
dured from their hands ; declaring that they were of opinion 
that any one of the torments inflicted on her would have been 
SufRcientto difpatch her according to the common courfe of na- 
ture, inflead of the many violent ones fhe had undergone. 
But that blefled perfon, like a valiant combatant, received frefh 
itrength and vigour from the confeHion of her faith. The 
frequent repetition of thefe words : <c I am a chriftian, no 
* £ wickednefs is tranfa&ed among us ; M took off the edge of her 
pains,, and made her appear infenllble to all fhe fuffered. 

The deacon Sanclus too endured moff. exquifite torments, in 
a more than human manner. The heathens indeed hoped 
thefe feverities would at laff. force fome unbecoming expreiHons 
from him j but he bore up againft their attacks, with fuch re- 
solution, and Strength of mind, that he would not fo much as 
tell them his name, his country or Station in the world ; and to 
every queftion they put to him he anfwered in Latin : c « I am 
* c a chriftian nor could they get any other anfwer from him. 
The governour, and the pcrfons employed in tormenting the 
martyr, were highly incenfed at this ; and, having already tried 
all other arts of cruelty, they applied hot plates of brafs to the 
tenderer!: parts of his body : but Supported by the powerful 
grace of God, he ftill perfifted in the profefiion of his faith. 
His body was fo covered with wounds and bruifes, that the very 
figure of it was loft. Chrifl who fuffered in him made him a 
glorious inftrument for conquering the ad ve Wary, and a {land- 
ing proof to others, that there is no grounds for fear, where the 
Jove of the Father dwells ; nor is there any thing that defcrves 
the name of pain, where the glory of Chrifl: is concerned. 
Some days after, the martyr was brought on the ft age again ; 
for the pagans imagined, that his whole body being fo lore and 
inflamed > that he could not bear to he touched, it would now 
be an cafy matter to oveicome him by a repetition of the fame 
cruelties 5 or, at lealf, that he inuft expire under their \\:unl^ 
and thus ftrike a horrour into the other chriftians. JJut tlivy 
Succeeded in neither of thefe views ; for to the ama'.v nicul »'i 
all, his body under the latter torment:; recovered its JoiiiM 
ftrength and "nape, and the exact ufc of all his limits was n- 
flored : fo that by this miracle of the jnace of j eft is Clnnh 
what was defined as an additional pain, proved an ah/oltitc 
and efleciual cure. 'I 'lie uwii thought himk-U fi cuie of Jlible, 
one of the ui. happy pen'ons who had renouneed the faith ; ami 
defirou.s to enhance her guilt and puniflmicnL by a Jalfe im- 
peachment, caufed her to be arraigned j believing it \vu11M ^ 

in 
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no hard matter to bring one fo weak and timorous to accufe us 
of impieties. But the force of the torments had a very dif- 
ferent effect upon her; they awakened her, as it were, out of a 
profound fleep ; and thofe tranfitbry pains turned her thoughts 
upon the everlafting torments of helL So that contrary to 
what was expected of her, fhe broke out into the follow- 
ing expostulation : " How can it be imagined that they 
" fhould feed upon children, whole religion forbids them even 
« to tafte the blood of beafts (c) i" From that moment Ihe 
publickly confefTed herfelf a chriftian, and was ranked amongft 
the martyrs. The moft violent torments being thus rendered 
ineffectual by the patience of the martyrs, and the power of 
Jefus Chrifl:, the devil had recourfe to other devices. They 
were thrown into a dark and loathfome dungeon, had their 
feet cramped in wooden flocks, and extended to the fifth, or 
Lift hole j and all thofe feverities exercifed upon them, which 
are commonly practifed by the enraged mini Iters of darknefi* 
upon their pri Toners ; fo great, that numbers of them died of the 
hardfhips they endured there. Others, after having been fo 
inhumanly tortured, that one would have thought all the care"' 
imaginable could not have recovered them, lay there deftituteof 
ail human fuccour •> but fo ftrongly fupported from above both 
in mind and body, that they comforted and encouraged the 
reft: whilft others but lately apprehended, and who had as yet 
undergone no torments, foon died, unable to bear the loath- 
fomenefs of the prifon. Among the perfons that fuftcred for 
their faith on this occafion was the bleiTed Pothinus, bilhop of 
Lyons. He was then above ninety years old ; and fo weak and 
infirm, that he could hardly breathe. But his ardent defire of 
laying down his life for Jefus Chrift gave him frefli ftrcngtli 
and vigour. He was dragged before the tribunal 5 for, though 
lib body was worn out with age and infirmity, his life was pre- 
luivcd ti/1 that time, that Jefus Chrifl might triumph in him. 
lie was brought thither by the foldiers and magift rates of the 
uty> the whole multitude hollowing after, and rc\ liimr him 
with as much eagernefs and rage, as if lie had been Chriit him- 
Mi. Being afked by the governour, who was tlie God of the 
chriilinns, Pothinus told him, to prevent his blafpheming, he. 
iliould know, when he was worthy of that fiuisfaclion. Upon 
which he was dragged about unmercifully, and inhumanly 
abufed. Tiiofe who were near him kicked and flruek him 
without any regard to his venerable age ; and thofe who were 
feme dillance, pelted him with what full came ro hand; 



imagining 



. (•} Theie cbrHlians it ill obferved the law of abftaining from cat- 
u, ;l Ifovd enacted by the apoillcs. At\. xv. 20. 
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imagining the leaft tendernefs or regard for him would have 
been an enormous crime, when the honour of their gods was 
fo nearly concerned, which they endeavoured to aflert by infult- 
ing the martyr. He was fcarce alive when he was carried off, 
and thrown into prifon, where he expired after two days con- 
finement. 

Thofe who had denied their faith when firft taken, were 
imprifoned too, and fliared the fame fufferings with the martyrs; 
for their apoftacy at that time did them no fervice. But then 
there was this difference between their condition, that thofe 
who had generoufly owned their religion, were confined only 
as chriftians, and no other crime alleged again ft them - 9 but the 
perfidious wretches were imprifoned like murtherers and cri- 
minals, and thus fuffered much more than the martyrs, who 
were comforted with the joyful profpe£f. of laying down their lives 
in that glorious caufe, and fupported by the divine promifes, 
the love of Jefus Chrift, and the (pint of their heavenly Father; 
while the apoftates were tortured with the remorfe of confeience. 
They were diftinguifhed from the others by their very looks: 
when the martyrs appeared, it was eafy to difcover a lovely 
mixture of chearfulnefs, and majefty in their faces : their very 
chains appeared graceful, and feemed more like the ornaments 
of a bride than the marks of malefactors; and their bodies fent 
forth fuch an agreeable and pleafant favour, as gave fome oc- 
cafion to think that they ufed perfumes. But thofe who had 
bafely deferted the caufe of Chrift, appeared melancholy, de- 
jected, and compleatly difagreeable. The very pagans re- 
proached them with fainthearted nefs and effeminacy, for re- 
nouncing their principle (the honourable, glorious and falutary 
name of chriftian) their former profeflion whereof had ranked 
them with murderers, an imputation they, by their apoflacy had 
juftly incurred. This light had a happy influence on feveral, 
ftrengthened them in their profeflion, and defeated all the attempts 
the devil could make on their con ftancy and courage* After thb, 
great variety ol torments was allotted to the martyrs ; and thus 
they ofFeied to the eternal Father a fort of chaplet, or crown 
compofed ol every kind of ilowcrs of different colours ; for it was 
fit that thefc courageous champions, who gained fuch glorious 
victories in fo great variety of engagements, fliould receive the 
crown of immortality. A day was fet when the pub lick was 
to be entertained at the expence of their lives, and Maun us, 
Sandhis, Bland ina, and Attalus were brought out in order to he 
thrown to the beails for the barbarous diverlion of the heathens. 
Maturus and San£lu. ( , being conducted into the amphitheatre, 
were made to pals through the fame torments, as it they had 

not yet felt the force of them, and looked like champions* who 

had 
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had worried the adverfary feveral times, and were jutt entering 
on the kaft trial of their fkill and courage. Again they felt the 
fcourges, and were dragged about by the beaits as before; and 
in a word, they fuffered every torment the incenfed multitude 
were pleafed to call for ; who all joined at I aft in requiring 
they mould be put into the red hot iron chair, which was 
granted : nor did the noifome fmell of their roafted fiefh, ofFen- 
five as it was, any way abate, but feemcd rather to enhance 
their rage. They could extort nothing more from San£tus 
than his former confeflion : and he and A4arurus, after a Jong 
ftruegle, had their throats cut ; and this their vi&ory was the 
only entertainment that day. 

Bland [na was fattened to a poft to be devoured by beafts : as 
her arms were ffrerched out in the ardour of her prayer, that 
very pofture put the faithful in mind of the fufFc rings of him 
who was crucified for their falvation, gave them frefh courage, 
and affured them that whoever fullers for Jefus ChriiT, fhall 
partake of the glory of the living God. After fhe had re- 
mained thus expofed for fome time, and none of the beafrs could 
be provoked to touch her, fhe was untied, carried back to pri- 
fon, and referved for another combat : in which flie was to gain 
acompleat victory over her malicious adverfary the devil (whom 
fhe had already foiled and difcomfited on feveral occafions) 
and to animate the brethren to the battle by her example. Ac- 
cordingly, though fhe was a poor, weak, inconfiderable fiave, 
yet, by putting on Chrift, /he became an overmatch for all the 
art and malice of her enemy, and by a glorious conflict attained 
to the crown of immortality. 

Attalus was called for next as a noted pcr(on? and the peo- 
ple were very loud in their demands feeing him fuffcr: who 
being one that had always bore a glorious character among us 

for his excellent life, and courage in aflerting the truth, boldly 
entered the field of battle. He was led round the amphitheatre, 
and this infeription in Latin carried before him : This is 
Attaju\s, the chrifliiin. The whole company was ready to 
difeharge their rage on the mart) r, when the" ^overnour, under- 
ftjinding'he was a Roman citizen, remanded him to pri/on, and 
wrote to the empcrour to know his pleasure concerning hini 
and the re/1 of the pri (oners. During their reprieve, they gave 
extraordinary proofs of chanty and humility. Notwithstanding 
Mi a variety of fufFcrings for the faith, they would by no 
weans allow us to call them martyrs ; and fcverely repi imanded 
il "y ol us, who, in writing or fpeaking, <iavc them that title, 
which according to their humble way oJ rcafouing was due 
only to Je/us Chri/r, the faithful and true martyr, or witnefs, 
we firjt born of the tfa/t/, and the guide to eternal life j or at 

moll 
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moft could only be extended to fuch, as were freed from the 
prifon of the body. Thefe indeed, /aid they, may be termed 
martyrs, becaufe Chrift has fealed them by a glorious death - 
but we are yet no more than confeflbrs of a mean rank: thev 
then befcught the brethren with tears, to offer up afliduous 
prayers for their perfevering to the end. But, though they re- 
fufed the title of martyr, yet every action of theirs was expref- 
iive of the power of martyrdom ; particularly their meeknefs 
their patience, and the intrepid freedom with which they fpokc 
to the heathens, and which fhewed them to be void of fear, 
and in a readinefs to fuffer any thing it was in the power of 
their enemies to inflict. They humbled themfelves at the fame 
time under the powerful hand of God, who hath fince railed 
thern to the higheft honours 5 excufmg every body, accufing 
none, and like that great proto-martyr St. Stephen, praj'ingfor 
their perfecutors .... But their chief concern, on the motive 
of ilncere charity, was how to relcue thofe unhappy perfons 
from the jaws of the devil, whom that infernal ferpent reckoned 
he had as good as fwallowed up. Far from infulting over the 
lapfed, or valuing themfelves upon the comparifon, they freely 
adminiftered to their fpiritual wants out of their abundance, 
the rich graces with which God had favoured and dilf inguiflied 
them ; exprelling the tendernefs of a mother for them, and 
{bedding floods of tears before the heavenly Father for their 
falvation. Thus, they afked for life and it was granted them, 
fo that their brethren partook of it. For their endeavours were 
fo fuccefsful, and their difcourfe and behaviour fo >erfuafive, 
that the church had the pleafure of feeing fever al of her chil- 
dren recover new life, ready to make a generous confeflion of 
the facred name they had renounced, and even offer them- 
selves to the trial. 

Among the martyrs, there was one Alcibiades ; who had 
long been ufed to a very aufterc life, and to live entirely on 

bread and water (d). He feemed refolvcd to continue this 

practice 



(J) Eufebiua, ch. 3. fpeaking 
Of this action of Alcibiades, ob- 
ferves that thefe martyrs were 
not unacquainted with the fu- 
perftitious auiterities of Monta- 
gus, and his followers, and 
with their pretended prophecies. 
Many miraculous operations, 
wrought by the power of God at 
that time in the catholick church, 

inclined i'omc to Relieve at firtt 



that thefe fanaticks had the gift 
of prophecy, as thij hillonan 
adds : who farther fays, that 
thefe martyrs were better in- 
formed, and writ fcvcral letters, 
whilft in prifon, to their brethren 
in Afia and Phrygia againil the 
crrourii and falie prophecies of the 
Montaniits, and that they ftirrcd 
up pope Elcutherius againil the 
fame, by a letter of wjiich St, 
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cm#ice during his confinement ; but Attalus, after his firft 
combat in the amphitheatre, underflood by a revelation, that 
Aicibiades gave occafion of offence to others, by Teeming to fa- 
vour the new feci of the Montanifts, who endeavoured to re- 
commend themfelves by their extraordinary aufteritics. Alci- 
biades Iiflened to the admonition, and from that time he eat of 
every thing with thankfglving to God, who did not fail to vifk 
his fervants with his grace, and the Holy Ghoft was their guide 
2nd counfellour- In the mean time the emperour's anfwer ar- 
rived, directing the execution of all who perfifted in their con- 
fdTion, and difcharging thofe who had recanted. The go- 
vernour took the opportunity of a publick feftival among the 
pagans, which drew vaft crowds from all parts ; and ordered 
thi martyrs to be brought before him with a defign of enter- 
taining the people with the fight of their fufFerings. After a 
re- examination of them, finding them refolute, he fentenced 
fuch of them as were Roman citizens to Jofe their heads, and 
ordered the reft to be thrown to wild beafts. And now the 
glory of Jefus Chrift was magnified in the unexpected con- 
feffion of fuch as had before denied their faith. Thofe weak 
perfons were examined apart, with a view of giving them their 
liberty; but, upon their declaring themfelves chrifHans, they 
were fentenced to fuffer with the other martyrs. Some, in- 
deed, ftill continued in their apoftacy ; but then they were only 
fuch as never had the leaft trace of true faith, nor any regard 
for the wedding garment ; ftrangers to the fear of God, who 
by their way of living had caft a fcandal on the religion they 
profe/Ted, and who may juftly be ftyled Sons of perdition. 

Alexander, a Phrygian by birth, and phyfician by profe/Mon, 
was prefent, when the apoftates were brought this fecond time 
before the governour. He had lived many years in Gaul, 
and was univerfally remarkable for his love of God, and his 
freedom in publifhing the gofpcl j for he was full of an apofiolical 
fpirit. This man being near the tribunal at that critical mo- 
ment, he made fevcral figns with his eyes and head, to exhort 
them to confefs Jefus Chrift, with as much agitation as a wo- 
man in labour ; fo that it was impoflible lie fhould pafs unobferved. 
The heathen's exafperated to fee tho/e confefs who had re- 
call fed,, 

Ircmcus, whom they much com- Ircnxuis at that very time s 
mended to that pope, was the mofl Jioly and learned pricil at 
bearer, lb. eh. 4. They there- Lyons, tcftifics that the church 
fore exhorted Alcibiadcs to a- fails, efpecially lent, were oh - 
voul fuch extraordinary practices furved with icverc abnVincncc 
which might feeni an aflecled from certain meats, 
conformity with fanaticks. St. 
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canted, clamoured againrt Alexander as the author of this 
change. Upon which the governour turning himfelf towaids 
him, afked him who and what he was. Alexander anfwered, 
be was a Chriftian ; which fo enraged the governour, that 
without any farther enquiry he condemned him to be thrown 
to the wild beafts. Accordingly, the next day, he was con- 
ducted into the Arena with Attalus, whom the governour 
to oblige the people, had delivered up a fecond time to 
the fame punifhment. Having undergone all the various tor- 
ments ufually Infl idled in the amphitheatre, they were dif- 
patched with the fword. Alexander was not heard to Tight 
or make the leait complaint, converting only with God in 
his heart. When Attalus was placed in the iron chair, and the 
broiling of his body exhaled an offenfive fmell, he turned to 
the people, and fa id to them in Latin : 4t This may with 
** fome jufhce be called devouring men, and thus you are 
" guilty of that inhuman a£r. ; but we are neither guilty of 
*' this, nor any other abominable practice we are accufed of." 
Being afked what was the name of his God, he replied: 
c * God had not a name like us mortals." On the lafr day 
of the combats of the gladiators, Blandina and Ponticus, a 
lad not above fifteen years old, were brought into the amphi- 
theatre. They had been obliged to attend the execution of 
the martyrs every day, and were now urged to fwear by the 
idols. Upon their abfolutely refufing to comply with the 
demand, and expreifing a thorough contempt of their pretend- 
ed gods, the people gave a free loofe to their rage ; and with- 
out any regard either to Ponticus's youth, or the fex of 
Blandina, employed all the different forts of torments upon 
them, prefix ng them from time to time, but in vain, to fwear 
by the idols. Ponticus, encouraged by his companion, went 
through all the ftages of his martyrdom with great alacrity, 
and died glorioufly. Blandina was the laft that fuftered, -She 
had a<Sbed like a mother, animated the other martyrs like fo 
many favourite* children, fent them victorious to the heavenly 
king ; and then pafling through the fame trials, battened after 
the in with joy. She was feourged, torn by beafts, put into 
the burning chair; aftei wards wrapt in a net, and cxpofed to 
a wild hull, that tofled and gored her a long time. But lief 
ilofe convocation with Chrifi in prayer, and the lively hopes 
fhe had of the good things of the other life, made her infen- 
fihle to all thefc attacks on her body ; and flic too had her 
throat cut. The heathens themfelves could not but wonder 
•at her patience ;ind courage, and own, that, among them, no 
woman had ever been known io have gone through fuch a 
co ur fc of fu fie riims. 

Not 
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Not content with the death of the martyrs, that fa- 
vaee and barbarous people, fpurred on by the infernal beaft, 
laifed a new perfecution againft their dead bodies. Thofe 
who died in prifon were thrown to the dogs, and a ftrifl guard 
kept night and day to prevent our carrying them off. The 
remains'of the other martyrs fuch as the beafrs or fire had 
(pared, their /battered half- burnt Jimbs, the heads and trunks, 
were carefully laid together, and watched by the fold iers fe- 
vcral days. Some foamed and gnafiied their teeth at the 
fcht of thefe relicks, expreifing an eager defire of inflicling 
more exquifite torments upon them ; while others laughed and 
koffed at the martyrs, extolling their own idols, afcribing to 
them the punifhment of their enemies. Even thofe who had 
behaved themfelves with the moft moderation, and felt fome 
companion for their fufferings, could not forbear reproaching 
them now, by afking, Where is their God ? What hath this 
religion availed them, which they have preferred to life itfelf ? 
Thefe were the difpoiltions of the heathens on this occafion, 
while we were mott fenftbly afRicled that we could not bury 
our brethren. The fold iers were always on the guard, not 
to be gained by intreaty or money, and took as much care 
to keep the bodies unburied, as if by fo doing, they were to 
have gained fome mighty advantage. The martyrs bodies lay 
thus expofed fix days, and then were burnt to afhes and thrown 
into the Rhone, that no part of them might remain above 
ground. This they did, as if they had been fuperiour to 
God, and could thereby have prevented the refarreclion, the 
hopes of which, as they obferved, had put them upon intro- 
ducing a new and iTrange religion, making a mock of the 
fevered torments, and meeting death with pleafure. Let us 
now fee, faid the heathens, if" they will ever return again to. 
life, and whether their God can fave them, and deliver them 
out of our hands ? 

Thus I'm the incomparable letter of theChriflians of Lyons and 
Vienne, which was inci ted entire in Eufebius's account of the 
martyrs, us he himfelf a fibres us. But that piece is loft, and 
we have no more of this letter, than what that author has 
given us in his church hi/lory. He adds, that the churches 
of Vienne and L^ons fubjoincd in the clofe of this cpiflle, a 
religious te/liniony conformable to holy < miceming the 

MontanifLs. The/e martyrs fuiYurcd in the beginning of the 
pontificate of Eleutherius, in the 17th year of Marcus Aurelius, 
as Kufebius tefliiies (5) and of Chrifl 1 77, not in 1 07, as Dod- 
weJl pretends, They are called the mailyis oi Lyons, be- 

caufi: 



(5) Eufcb. Hill. 1 ? c. 1. 
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caufe that city was the theatre of their fufferings, though fome 
of them were citizens of Vienne. St. Gregory of Tours fays, 
they were forty eight in number, and that part of their aflies 
was miraculoufly recovered. Thefe relicks were depofited un- 
der the altar of the church which anciently bore the name of 
the apoftles of Lyons. The fidelity, fervour, and courage] of 
fo many faints of every age and condition, condemns aloud 
our tepidity and indifference. We profefs the fame religion, 
and fight for the fame caufe with the primitive martyrs. 
Whence comes this monftrous difagreement in our conducl 
and fentiments ? If we do not prefer God, and his fervice, 
to every other confideration, that is, if we are not martyrs in 
the difpofition of our foul, we cannot hope to be ranked by 
Chrift among his difciples, or to inherit his promifes. What 
{hould we do under greater trials* who are unfaithful on the 
moft trifling occafions. 

On the fame DAY 

SS. Marcellinus and Peter, Martyrs- Marcellinus was a 
prieft, and Peter an exorcift, both of the clergy of Rome, and 
eminent for their zeal and piety. In the perfecution of Dioclefian, 
about the year 304, they were condemned to die for their faith: 
and by a fecret order of the judge, the executioner led them into 
a foreft, that the holy men being executed privately, no chrif- 
tians might be acquainted with the place of their fepulchre {a}. 
When he had brought them into a thicket overgrown with thorns 
snd briars, three miles from Rome, he declared to them his fan- 
guinary commifiion. The faints chearfully fell to work themfelves, 
grubbed up the brambles, and cleared a fpot fit for their fepulture 
(/»). After they were beheaded, their bodies were buried in the 
fame place. Some time after, Lucilla, a pious lady, being inform- 
ed by revelation (<:), and afliftcd by another devout lady named 
Firmina, took up their bodies, and honourably interred them near 
that of St. Tiburtius on the Lavican road in the Catacombs. Pope 
Damafus aflures us, that, when a child, he learned all thefe par- 
ticulars from the mouth of the executioner himfelf (d), and he has 
inferred them in a Latin epitaph with which he adorned their 
tomb. Anaftitfius, the librarian, teftifies from ancient rcgiito 
that ConAanthie the Great built here a church in honour of thefe 
martyrs, in which he caufed his mother, St. Helena, to be buried 
under a porphyry tomb, on the Lavican road, three miles from 

Rome, and that he gave to this church a paten weighing thirty- 

five 

(a) Nec tumulum wjlriim qui/- (c) Poftea commotutam wfra 
qua in co^ncfeem /"^W. Damn fas pielatt LucUIam. ib, 

Carm, i2. p. 1^2. ( d) Vercujfor retulit DWJ* 

(b) fos #fiuns vrfltis man'thus fxil'i cum futr tjftw. ib. 

inunJfiffc Jipu ichra , it/. 
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five pounds (e) of pure gold, with many other rich prefents : 
which is alfo mentioned by liede ( i ), Ado (z) 9 and Sigebert (3). 
The porphyry maufolarum of St. Helena is ftill Ihewn among other 
antiquities near the Lateran bafilick. Honorius I. and Adrian I. 
repaired this ch urc 11 and cemetery of St. Tiburtius, and SS. Mar- 
ceiiinus and Peter, as Anaitsfnis mentions: Not long after the 
bodies of SS. Marceiiinus and Peter were Iran /la ted into Germa- 
ny on the following occafion. Eginhard, a German, the favou- 
rite {ccrctD.ry of Charlemagne, and his wife Emma, by mutual 
content, made a vow of perpetual continency ; and he becoming a 
monk, was chofen abbot of Fcntenelle, and, in 819, abbot of 
Ghent. Emma died in S36, to his great affliction, as appears from, 
the letters of Lupus abbot of Ferricres to him. This great man, 
in 827, fent his fecretary to Rome, to procure from pope Grego- 
iy IV. fome relicks of martyrs to enrich the monaft cries which he 
had founded or repaired. The pope fent him the bodies of SS. 
Marceiiinus and Peter, which Eginhard tran/IateJ to Strafburg. 
But ibon after he depoftted them firft at Mich I en/tad ; and 
afterwards at Malinheim, fince called Selgenilad ; where, in 
829, he built to their honour a church and monaltery of which 
he died the rnffc abbot. Befldes the life of Charlemagne, and. 
the annals of France, during the reigns of Pepin, Charlemagne, 
and Lewis Debonnair, he wrote fcur books in profe, and one in 
verfe, on the tranilation of SS Marceiiinus and Peter. This tran- 
sition is alfo mentioned by Sigebert, Aymoinus, Rabanus Mau- 
ru>, Sec, Pope Gregory the Great preached his twenty homilies 
on the gofpels in the church of SS. Marceiiinus and Peter at 
Rome ; as appears from fome of them, and from the tcftimony of 
John the Deacon (4). 

St. Erasmus bifliop and martyr. He fuffered torments, and a 
cruel death in the perfecution of Dioclciian at Form ire, in the 
year 303. St Gregory the Great certifies tli at his body remained 
iu that city in the 6th age (5), Forminj being deitroyed by the 
Saracens in the ninth century, the facred trcalure was tranflated 
with the epifcopal fee to Cajeta, in <S.|2. Th is Hunt is corruptly 
called St. Elmo for £rmo, the abbreviation for Erafmus ,- and he 
was ufually invocated by jailors in the Mediterranean. St. Kraf- 
jinr; is commemorated in the new Pans breviary, and a portion 
of his relicks is poifelfed by a nunnery near Gournay, in that 
diocele, much frequented by pilgrim:.. 

Vol. II. N n" J U N K 

(1) Beda l. de temporibus. (2) Ado in martyrol. (3) Chron. 
ad an. (j) Joan. Diac. in vita St. Gregoru. M. 1. 2. 11. itf. 

(5) rit. Greg. 1. 1'. ep- R. 

{<') The paten 11 fed at the al~ it. Whence dining that part of 

tar was anciently of a much Jar- the laenfice in which it was not 

V.'-r fr/.e than at pre fent ; that uled, it was taken oil' the altar, 

ihe offer inp^s or the ).•■•//< of all and held by the fubdeacon. Sec? 

tiic congregation who coinmuni- Vert and i.e bum lur Jc$ X-i-< 

tilled at jiiaf:;, might be laid on ttn^. T 1. 
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St. CECILIUS,C. 

iw/w Minutius Felix's Dialogue called O&avi us ; and Pontius in 
bis life of St. Cyprian. See Tillcmont^ T. 3. Ccillicr^ T. 2. p. 
222. Reeve* s preliminary differ tations^ and Orft's elegant ab- 
Jlracl of this dialogue. Hifl. T. 2. /. 5. p. 453. 

A. D. 211. 

ST. Cecilius, Octavius, and Marcus Minutius Felix, were 
three eminent and learned men, who formed together a 
triumvirate of perfecl: friendfhip. Minutius feems by his flyle, 
and by other circumuances, to have been originally an Afri- 
can, though he lived at Rome, and there pleaded at the bar 
with great reputation for eloquence and probity. He was 
called in an advanced age to the light of divine wifdom, as be 
teftifies (1): and he had humility enough to defpife the rank 
which he held among the learned and the great ones in the 
world ; and, by a happy violence, to enter heaven in the com- 
pany of the ignorant, and the little ones, fays St. Eucherius (2). 
His two friends were alfo Africans, and all three were joined in 
a courfe of the fame ftudies. They kept company a long time 
whilft they were engaged in the vices and fuperftitions of the 
age : but Oclavius and Minutius firft broke through the rtrong 
holds of education and intereft, and every worldly tempta- 
tion, to embrace the doelrine of the crofs. Oclavius feems to 
have had the glory of leading the way 5 for Minutius fays hit 
ran before him as a guide. But like a true friend, he could 
not be content to be happy without his Minutius : and he 
gave himfelf no repofe, fo long as he faw his friend, his othei 
half, rem.iin in darknefs, and in the (hades of death. Words 
from the mouth of fuch a friend, drop like honey from the 
honey-comb, whilft from a harfh prophet whom we hate, 
truth itfclf becomes unacceptable. Minutius therefore was 
cafily prepared to receive the impreftions of virtue, and this 

blciled 



(1) In Ortavio, c. 1. (2) Ep. ad Valerian. De contcnjjJiu 
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blefled pair became one in religion as well as in friendfhip. 
Faith, far from abating, ferved only to refine and perfect 
their mutual affection, and thefe two heavenly friends con- 
gratulated each other upon their new life, in tranfports of 
holy joy, which all their oratory wanted words to expre/s. 
They looked back on their pari finful lives with fhame and 
for row, and could reii/h nothing for the future but the humi- 
liations of the crofs, and the feverxties of penance. Racks 
and tortures they overlooked with triumph ; both turned ad- 
vocates for the faith, and without any other retaining fee than 
the reward of their charity, and the expectation of a happi- 
nefs beyond the grave, they ftrenuoufly pleaded the caufe 
of the crucified Jefus. Arnobius feems to have had 
in his, eye thefe two illuftrious converts, when, anfwering 
the reproaches of the heathens, he lets them know, that ora- 
tors and lawyers of the firft rank had embraced the doctrine 
of the crofs (3). Odtavius and Minutius feemed now to 
want nothing themfelves, but they were extremely defirous to 
make Cecilius, their third friend, as happy as themfelves. This 
however was a work of difficulty, and called for the laft ef- 
forts of their piety and friend/hip. Early prejudices from 
education leave a tincture upon the minds, which feldom 
wears out without much pains and ingenuity; and how fupine 
foever fuch a conduct is in matters of this nature and impor- 
tance, men often are inclined to content themfelves with the 
religion of their parents, almoft as naturally as they take up 
with their language. Cecilius, moreover, was a man of the 
world, and of latitudinarian principles, and therefore was 
hardly to be come at with argument. He was a pcrfon of wit 
and abilities, but his own idol, and a great lover of applaufc 
and pleafure. Hence his chief religion feems to have beea 
to fcrve himfclf. For we find him, in his difputation, one 
while for neither gods nor providence, and then again for 
both ; and afterwaid a bigot for all the gods in vogue all 
the world over. 'JTo complete his character, the phiiofephy 
he had imbibed only railed his vanity, and intoxicating his 
head with conceit, fet him at the greatcfr diftance from the 
reach of argument. But notwithstanding this i'eeniingly in- 
accefllblc temper of mind, wc find Cecilius at length, by the 
power of divine grace, made a glorious convert, an eminent 
faint, and, in all probability, the converter of the great St. 
Cypiinn. Octavius and Minutius were the in/ii utnuuts which 
(.j od was plcafed to make life of, to c licet this p.reat work. 
They began by recommending it to God by their earneff 

N 11 2 pi ay en; : 
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prayers. And their viflory over him was the iffue of a con- 
ference, the mm of which Minutius has left us in an elegant 
dialogue which he entitled QSlavins^ in honour of his friend 
who had departed this life when he committed this to wri- 
ting. 

in the ftructure of this dialogue, the defign and order are 
extremely beautiful and taking, and fpealc a matter buiJ Jer : 
for in the very entrance , he infenfibly fteals upon our paf- 
fions with fuch bewitching blandishments in the character 
of his beloved Oclavius, then leads us on to the occafion of the 
conference with fuch awaking defcriptions, and fets oft" the 
minutcft objects with fuch furprifing ernbellifhments, that 
he has in a manner got our hearts before he comes to open 
his caufe (<?). He tells us, that Oclavius, an excellent and 
holy perfon, at his departure out of this world had 
left in him moft eager dcfircs and longings for fuch a 
friend : for, fays Minutius, cc He always burnt with equal 
44 fire, and loved me fo pailionateiy in return, that 

" both 



(a) The purity and delicacy 
of the Latin language in this 
piece is not equalled by any 
pagan writer of that age. if 
fbme pafTages favour of the A- 
frican dialect, this is no more a 
wen than that Patavinity, or 
fpicc of a provincial dialect 
which a nice Roman ear could 
difcover in Livy. For Minu- 
tius, by converting with the bail 
company at Koine, and by 
pleading at the bar, had wore 
off the afperitics of the African 
ilyle. and had polilhed it to the 
ftandard of the Latin idiom. 
'I he beauty and juttnefs of his 
thoughts bcipeak his judgment ; 
the candour with which he de- 
livers hir.ifelf. 

and gracious, frank ;ind ail able; 
hia buld figures , hib Irrong imag- 
es , and the fwecincfs and cafi* 
nefs of his ttyh\ joined every 
wherewith a becoming gravity 

* 1 **** 

and ihength, p:o;e him co be 
i.rfccily Jkilled in ihr art of 
i .• ;,uaUfji., and a j-ic;. n t /.->:iiia ot 



fhew him good 



addrefs. He fecms made to 
charm his reader, and to carry 
him where he pleafes. Me dii- 
plays great erudition, and a per- 
fe6l knowledge of the pagan 
theology : his reaibning is very 
clofe ; he rallies delightfully, 
and cuts and cures with the fame 
hand, Co genteel is his fatire, 
yet fo agreeably fliarp and poig- 
nant. His wit is true fieri iu&. 
both folid and bright, of inrrm- 
fick value, and unallayed luih\.> 
as the ingenious Mr. BlackwaiJ 
rem in ks [Introduction to die 

Cla/iicks, p. i ao.) who adds . 
" '.The author clears chrillianity 

" from the vile a/per/ions o\ the 
ci pagans , and retorts ilic»' 
" charge with fuch becomim 1 , 
vehemence and evidence »>i 
truth, that he demonllrati^ 
hhiifclf to be the moil dan- 
gerous opponent that couM 
be feared a^ainfl a b id caufe. 
as well as the ablcJl chain- 
pion that cnuld be ddiri'd /r 
a £,ood one/' 
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* c both in our diverfions and bufinefs, our minds con- 
« tinually played in confort to one another, info much that 
< c you would imagine there was but one foul between us 
" both." This author called to mind with gratitude the 
benefit of his example, and ruminating on his virtues 
re kindled his own devotion ; whilir. by cherifhing his 
memory in his breaft, he ftudied to go after him in 
his thoughts, and to wean his heart more and more from 
the world. He then recapitulates their momentous dif- 
ccurfe with Cecilius, whereby that friend was alio brought 
over to the true reiigion. The occaiion by which it was 
introduced, is related as follows. 

Oclavius came to Rome to pay Minutius a vlfit, forcing 
his way through the Itrong endearments of houfe, wife, and 
amiable little children, which he left at home. Jt was in 
autumn, and in vacation time, which gave our orator a 
relaxation from his bufinefs at the bar ; and he took the op- 
portunity which that time of leifure afforded him, to go to 
Oltia to bathe in the fait waters of the fea, which he looked 
upon as a proper remedy for drying up the humours with 
which he was afflicted. Oclavius and Cecilius would needs 
bear him company. It happened, that as they were walk- 
ing together in the town, towards the fea-ih. re ? eariy in the 
morning, Cecilius fpied a ftatue of Serapis ; at which he put 
his hand to his mouth, and killed it. This was an acl of 
adoration among the Greeks and Romans (b). Oclavius 
hereupon faid to Minutius, that it was a crime and re- 
proach in them, that their friend fhould ilill remain in- 
volved in the darknefs of errour, and worfhip flones, vvhich 
had indeed received a figure, and been anointed with oil, and 
crowned by way of confecration, but were ijili dumb an J 
deaf lioncs. Cecilius was nettled to hear himfelf acenfed of 
ignorance, and challenged Oclavius to hold a difpute upon 
thai lubjccl, telling him fai cafiically, he would make him 

know, that lie never before had to do will) a philofbpher. 
I he conicrence was immediately agreed upon, and down 
they fat upon a pile uf ltoncs thrown up for the flicker of the 
bath. Minutius was placed in the middle, in quality of. ar- 
bitrator. Ccciiius began the difpute by denying a piovj- 
<lnice, triumphing with an air of" a/Iurance and ielf-fuflicivncy, 
and fvvaggermg with f kitties of wit, and overbearing c j 0 . 

Ouence. He objected the poverty and Uaveiy of the chiif- 
tians, who were every where iubjeel to tiie idolatejs, whofi: 

N n 3 crjupir c 



(/>) Hence the words adorarc and ^p^KUiciv* See job xxxl* 
17* feV. 
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empire was profperous ; he recommended the religion that is 
uppermoft, calling the chriftians fad poor fellows who choofe 
©bftinately to ftarve, and who fuffer on with pleafure, make a 
jeft of racks and torture, are carele/s of life and fortune, and 
every wor)dly comfort, and have not fo much as churches 
wherein to worfhip their one God (c) : that they are a mod 
contented, pitiful, ragged tribe, fcu\k about in holes without a 
word to fay for themfelves, and only cant in corners about a 
refurreclion, and the joys of another world. He fpent a deal of 
his artillery againft the refurredlion of the body: which was a 
great flumbling-block to the ancient philofophers, as appears 
from the writings of Athenagoras, Tertullian, Orlgcn and 
other apologifts of our holy faith. But calumnies were the 
chief ftrength of this champion of errour. The gofpel con- 
tains fo lovely a fyftem of manners, and advances moral virtue 
to fuch noble heights, that it could not but excite eftcem and 
veneration in its greateft adverfaries. In order to throw a blind 
over its amazing beauty which befpoke its original divine, the 
devil had recourie to Handers, with which he flirred up his in- 
llruments to blacken and mifreprefent it. Cecilius thought him- 
felf fecure behind this falfe intrenchment, and flattered himfelf 
he fhould thence be able to annoy his adverfary. He feemed 
impatient to come to this battery : and he loudly objected 
nocturnal aflemblies, folemn fails, inhuman banquets, and 
crimes perpetrated under the name of religion. " I hear," 
fays he, " that they adore the head of an afs, the knees of their 
€C bifliop or prieft, and a man who was punifhed for his crimes, 
" and the curfed wood of the crofs." He makes it a fubjcc~t of 
ridicule, that the chriftians fhould defpife prefent torments for 
fear of others that are invifible: that they abftain from lawful 
pleafures, from publick fhows, pomp, banquets, perfumes 
which they referve for their dead, &c. In anfwer to thefe pre- 
judices, Octavius demonftrates a divine providence fuper- 
in tending all human affairs from the evident marks of order 
and defign in all the works of nature: an argument fo obvious 
and natural, yet fo evident and ftrong, that no fubtilty can foil 
or obfeure it. For fo admirable is the beauty and contexture 
which comes out, and meets our eye in every part of the uni- 

vcrfc, that no one can be blind to its author. cc Should you 

" chance 



(r) The chriflinns had churches 
hoik under the favourable reign 
of Alexander. Haionius nbferves 
that ihey wear in this dialogue 
the fad face of aiiliciion under 



v perfect: t ion, which mull have 
been that <>i Scvcrus. And Sr. 
Jerom in hi;-, Ca'aWruu place:. 
Mimuiu:, h'elix in that order of 
time, about the vear 21 1. 
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< c chance to come into a houfe," fays our OcSavius with Tul- 
\y (4), " and fee all the rooms exquHitely furnifhed, and kept 
« in great order, you would make no difpute, but fuch a houfe 
« is under the care and infpe&ion of a matter who is pre- 
<{ ferable to all the furniture. Thus when you caft your eyes 
tc upon heaven and earth, and behold the admirabJe order and 
" economy of things, can you que/Hon whether there is a 
" Lord of the univerfe, and that he is more glorious than the 
" flars, and more to be admired than all the works of his 
" hands ?" From providence he proceeds to prove the unity of 
God, and that he is the fupreme fpirit and intelligence, the uni- 
verfal parent, who gave beginning to all things, him felf eternal ; 
who before the world was produced, was a worjd to himlelf - 9 
who is infinite and immenfe, and whofe immenfity is intelligible 
only by himfeJf. " Our intellect, 99 fays Octavius, " is too nar- 
" row to contain him ; and we never conceive fb worthily of 
" him as when we apprehend him unconceivable." He thence 
takes occafron to fhew the abfurdity of polytheifm, and the 
monftrous folly of the idolaters concerning their gods. Prov- 
ing their idols and oracles to be devils, he writes thus : " Moft 
" of you know very well (d)> that the demons are forced to 
" confefs againfl: themfelves as often as we rack them into can- 



" fellion by bare words only, and force them out of the bodies 
" they poffefs by fuch tormenting fpeeches as they cannot 
" bear. You may well be allured they would never frame 
" lyes to their own fhame, efpecially in the prefence of you 
" who adore them. Take their word then, and believe them 
" to be devils, when you have it from their own mouths. 
" For when we adjure them by the one Jiving God, the 
" wretches tremble, and either depart forthwith from the bo- 
" dies they poflefs, or vanifh by degrees, according to the faith 
" of the patient, or the grace of the phyfician." 

Cecilius pre/led by thefe arguments, flies from his tenets, but 
thinks he can charge as much upon chriftianity. This was at 
beft to abandon the caufe of idolatry, and a poor fhift which 
difcovcrcd his diftrefs. Neither could hp object any thing to 
the evidence of the gofpel revelation, except grofs calumnies 
formed out of our doctrines difguifed, or taken by halves; and 
hom our difciplinc either miftaken or traduced. The ila riders 
therefore were eafily wiped ofF by a flat denial of them, and by 

N n 4 a plain 

(4) L. 2. de Nat. Dcor. c.6. 

(^) Hare omnia fciunt fJerlqxte pars <vffltuttt 9 ipfo/yite da'manes de 

et Pfis cot/fit iri guv tits a 7iobis % tot mentis "uctborumi da cur for ibus tki* 
gnntur % 
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a. plain expofition of the fanclity of our do£trine. As to the 
old calumny of an afs's head being worfhipped by the chrift[~ 
ans, which imputation had formerly been caft upon the jews, 
(as appears from Jofephus, in his books againft Appion) Oc- 
tavius contented himfelf with denying fo groundlefs a charge: 
as he does Jikewife that we adore the knees of the bifnop, 
which fenfelefs flander arofe from the cuftom of penitents 
kneeling before the bifhop to receive his abfolution, or bleffinir, 
as Dr. Cave and others obferve. To the accufation of iucefls m 
our myfteries, OcTtavius anfwers, that it was confuted by the 
purity of our morals, and by the great number of thofe who 
vow chaftity among us. But this argument he turns upon his 
adverfary, loading paganifm with that dishonour which fhe en* 
deavoured to blacken us with, and which fhe openly profeflcd by 
placing Priapus among her divinities, facrificing to Venus the 
proftitute, and celebrating the fedivals of Bona Dea^ and others 
with all imaginable abominations and lewdneis. He (hews 
that, far from feeding on the flefh of children, or allowing any 
Jewdnefs, cbrifiians would not even fee men jufHy put to death, 
or afTift at publick executions, and that they refrained from eat- 
ing blood : that thofe who marry, only take one wife and that 
very many live in perpetual continency, yet without glorying in 
their ftate (^). And that the leaft thought of a crime was con- 
demned by them (f)> Our difputant obferves that Pythagoras, 
Plato and other heathen philofophers learned the immortality 
of the foul, and many other truths which they taught (though 
mingled with much falfhood) by an imperfect tradition from 
the divine revelation (g) delivered to the ancient patriarchs 

He 



(<?) Plrriqtte i?i<violati corporis 

*v'irgbiitate frituntur pot his qtiuttt 
gloriantur. Mi//. Felix i7i Oflrtv. 
{/) Jlpud 7ios et cogitarc peccare 

fjl % lb. p. 250. Thcfc flanders 
jpning iwm the malice of the 
heathens, and from our doctrines 
and myiterics, either corrupted 
or not underllood. The filthy 
abominations of the Gnollicka 
and Carpocratians, who called 
thenifeivcs Chriilians, might give 
a hint to thofe who were willing 
to deceive thcinfeJve.s in Ihmder- 
jjjo iis. The heathen:, alio re- 
proached us, that we venerate all 
criminal?, who are eiueiJied, as 

i 

appears from Oilmen, ("1... ?.. con- 
tra Cell, p. S 7 . J and Cecil) us 



gives the fame hint as to crofll's. 
Lut Ottavhis anfwers, that \\c 
do neither adore nor with to: 
erodes. " The external ic 
<v fpecH which chnLlians fhnved, 
<£ and their fiequont tile of the! 
c< crols «'"avc oceafion to the 
" heathens (who were apt to 
<l wrclt every thing) to give out 
* c that they 5 woiihipped acioK" 
lays Mr. Reeve:;. (Note;, 
p. f 3 ^» - t. z] Ceeiliiis f;iy> im- 
have no tvmples, no kimvwi 
i in ;. t;es , A /„■/// • r.ot/i f.r: ■ ' /. h.i : 
which wouls Icon to inij'iy loiw: 
image: , though not o| [hi j'/nL 
known in the empire. 

((j) Cortnptd ft dhniJiJtti /••■•' 
triuii(L'rut:t« 
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He feys 5 that we bury the dead, inftead of burning the corpfes, 
becaufe this was the ancient and better cuftom : but that God 

* can equally raife our bodies again from afhes or from duff. 
, He teaches the eternity of hell fire (/:>), which infidels and wicked 

Jivcrs juftly deferve, cc Becaufe it is not alefs crime to be ignorant 
" of the common Lord and parent of all men and all things, than 
" it is to difobey him." O&avius clofes his difcourfes by a Ihort, 
but amiable defcription of the chriftian morality, where, in anfwer 
to the reproach of poverty, he fays : <c Who can be faid to be 
t£ poor, who finds himfelf in no want? He rather is the poor 
' " wretch who is neceflitous in the midrt. of plenty. There is 

• a no man can be poorer than he came into the world. The 
< 4 chriftian art of po/Tefling all things is by defiring nothing, 
" As a traveller, the lighter he is, the eafier he finds himfelf ; 
*' fo in this journey of life, he is happier who is lightened by 
" poverty, than he who groans under a load of riches. Did 
" we conclude riches neceflary, we fhould afk them of God. 

; <£ Innocence is the top of our defire ; and patience the thing we 
• f <6 beg for. Calamity is the fchool of virtue. How beauti- 
<( ful a fpectacle in the fight of God is a chriftian entering the 
44 lifts with affliction, and with a noble conftancy combating 
tC menaces, racks and tortures ? When like a conquerour he 
? u triumphs over the judge that condemns him ! For he is cer- 
tainly victorious who obtains what he fights for." He fays, 
| that our religion confifts in practice, not in pompous words* 
" We do not look big, nor do we talk great things, but 
" we live in them (/)." When Oclavius had done fpeaking, 
Cccilius cried out : " I congratulate both my OcTravius and my- 
" felf exceedingly : we are both conquerours. Oclavius tri- 
" umphs over me, and I triumph over errour. But the chief 
" \ iclory and gain are mine, who by being conquered find the 
t u crown of truth." This is the fummary of this celebrat- 
J cd conference : but the fine train of ideas, and the beauty of 
- the difcourfe are only to be underftood from the original. If this 
excellent dialogue feems to have any fault, it is that it appears 
too fliort : for the reader, to his great difiippointment, is forry 
to find himfelf at the cud fo foon, and always lays clown the 

book 



(>') JVee tor mentis aui mo- 
ha uUtts aui ttr minus. lllic fa- 
puns i^nis membra urit et > eficit y 

itirjil tt /nit fit. Ptrruil? t/f/rd in- 
cin.it u ni , jwn d< minis tir dent turn 
fcjirtlt' , fftt incxrjii cor par ntn la- 
itUHfont nutritur. Eos uttttm me- 

9 ffi to iq uer i qui Dcutn ttejtiunt 9 



ttt rmpios, ut injufos^ niji pro) 'anus , 
nemo dt liber at : cum Par cut an om- 
nium , rt omnium Domini/ m nou 
minor is /ee/cris fit ignorare quam 
L/'i/nu:. Ib. p. 251. 

(/) Kon eloquimur magna , fed 
vivimus, 252. 



$ 3 8 St. CECJLIUS, C. June 3. 

book with regret, which is the true character of every excellent 
compofiti on. 1 he company in this conference promifed them- 
felves another meeting, which was to initiate Cecil i us into 
chriftianity, and inftrucl: him in its difciphne. From the ex- 
cellency of this firft part, which is chiefly a confutation of pa- 
ganifm, we have great reafon to lament the lofs of the fecohd 
conference on fo important a fubjefl. 

Baronius and other hiftorians doubt not but this was Cecilius 
the prieft, who afterwards converted St- Cyprian : for they were 
both Africans, of the fame age and profeflion ; and St- Cyprian 
in his writings borrows many things from this dialogue, which 
he probably received from Cecilius. Gut of veneration for 
liis memory, he took the agnomen of Cecilius, and would be 
called from him Cecil ius Cyprian us. Pontius allures us, that 
the prieft Cecilius was a juft man, venerable for his age, and , 
worthy of eternal memory and praife ; adding, that St. Cyprian j 
ever refpedted him as his own father, and paid him all poffibie j 
honour, deference and gratitude. St. Cecilius is named in the j 

Roman martyrology. j 

It is a great proof of fincere virtue, a great, but rare viclory 
over pride, for a learned man to own himfelf vanquifhed by | 
truth in a deputation. Pride recoils at oppofition, and how- | 
foever the understanding may be convinced, the will ufually be- | 
comes by it more averfe and more ©hftinately fixed in errour. j 
On this account, he who would bring another over to the truth, 1 
ought to be careful not to alarm or awake fo dangerous an j 
enemy 3 but to insinuate virtue by fuch indirect means, that the I 
perfon may almoft feem his own inftrudror. Our three dif- I 
putants all vanquifhed, becaufe they were all armed with do- j 
cility, charity and humility; not like thofe vain combatants in | 
the fchools who love opinions, not for the fake of truth, but j 
becaufe they are their own, as St. Auftin complains. In this I 
happy company, though all were conqueroun,, yet no one prized j 
higher his victory than Cecilius, who overcame botli pride, j 
and errour: according to the maxim of a great man, "Then 

<c we vanquifh when we are inftr uftcd*" 
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St. Q^U I R I N U S, B. M. 

Prsm his original beautiful ASfs in Sttrius and Ruhiart : and from 
St* Pritdentius, hymn. 7. See 7il!e?nont y T. 5. p. 428. 

A. D. 309. 

ST. Quirinus was bithop of Sifcia, a city in Pannonia, 
fituate upon the river Save ; which being now reduced to 
a borough, called Sifek or Sifleg in Hungary, the epifcopal fee 
is removed to Zagrab. St. Jerorn makes honourabJe mention 
of this faint in his Chronicle, upon the year 309. St, Prudent ius 
calls him an eminent martyr. Fortunatus ranks him among 
the moft illuftrious martyrs of the church. He fufrered on the 
fourth of June 309, Licinius having been emperour of the 
Eaft, and matter of Pannonia, from the year 307. His acls 
give the following account of his triumph. The holy prelate hav- 
ing intelligence that Maximus, the chief magiftrate of the city, 
had given an order for his apprehenfion, left the town, but was 
purfued, taken and carried before him. Maximus afkcd him 
whither he was flying. The martyr anfwered : " I did not 
" % but went away to obey the order of my m after (a). 
w For it is written : When they perfecute you in one city, fly to 
"wither" Maximus faid : cc Who gave you that order?" 
Quirinus. " Jefus Chrift, who is the true God." Maximus. 
u Know you not that the emperours orders would rind you 
" out any where ? Nor can he whom you call the true God, 
" help or refcue you when you are fallen into their hands, as 
" you now fee to your coft." Quirinus. ,C -Thc God whom 
u vve adore is always witli us wherever we arc, and can always 
" help us. He was with mc when I was taken, and is now 
With me. It is he that flrcngthens mc, and now anfwers 
you by my mouth." Maximus. ** You talk much, and ar« 
guilty thereby of delay in executing the commands of our 
luvereigns : read their divine cdicb, and comply with what 

tc they 

{") Tty thi ; , anfwer he means that he did not withdraw through 

^vardicc or fear of death, but* in compliance with the precept 
Df thrift. 
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* c they enjoin." Quirinus. cc I make no account of fuch in- 
junctions, becaufe they are impious ; and, contrary to God's 
commandments, would oblige us his iervants to offer fa- 
<c crifice to imaginary divinities. The God whom I fervc l- 
€c every where; he is in heaven, on earth and in the lea. l\ r 
cc is above all things, containing every thing within himfjy. 
cc and by him alone every thing fubfiffs." Maximus laid - 
cc Old age has weakened your undemanding, and you are de- 
Cc luded by idle tales. See, here is inccnfc; offer in to the %ods 
<c or you will have many affronts to bear, and will iiifler a cruel 
cc death." Quirinus. ct That difgracc, 1 account my glory 
cc and that death will purchafe me eternal life. I refpect only the 
c< altar of my God, on which I have often offered to him a facri- 
c< fice of fweet odour." Maximus. " I perceive you arc diflract- j 
<c ed, and that your madnefs will be the caufe of your death, 
cc Sacrifice to the gods." LC No," faid Quirinus, " " I do not 
cc facrifice to devils." Maximus then ordered him to be beatui 
with clubs, and the fentence vvas executed with great cruelty, 
The judge faid to him under that torment : " Nov/ confefs the 
ftt power of the gods whom the great Roman empire adores. 
cc Obey, and I will make you the prieft of Jupiter." Quirinus 
replied, cc I am now performing the true function of a prieft 
<c in offering myfelf a facrifice to the living God. 1 feel not 
cc the blows which my body has received : they give me no 
<c torment. I am ready to fuffer much greater tortures, that 
cc they who have been committed to my charge, may be cn- 
* c couraged to follow me to eternal life." Alaximus com- 
manded that he fhould be carried back to priibn, and loaded : 
with heavy chains till he grew wifer. The martyr in the 
dungeon made this prayer : cc I thank thee, O Lord, that I 
cc have borne reproaches for thy fake; and I befcech thee to, 
<c let thofe who arc in this priibn know that I adore the true 
" God, and that there is no other beftdes thee." Accordingly 
at mid-night a great light was fecn in the prifon, which being 
perceived by Marccllus the jailer, he threw hinifelf at the feet, 
of St. Quirinus, and faid with tears : " Tray to the Lord lor 
fcC me; for I believe there is no other God but him whom you, 
« c adore." The holy bifhop, after a long exhort: lion, fignd 
him in the name of Jcfus Quilt. This expreilion oi the ads 
leems to imply, that he conferred on him the facramcniii or 
baptifm and confirmation. 

This magiftratc, not having authority to put the nurtyf, 
to death, after three days imprifoninent, fent him^ w 
Amantius governour of the province, called the MrU I 
nonia. St. Prudentius calls him Galerius, governour ol 11- 
lyricum, under which Pannonia was comprifed. He had mo-,. 

bably both thofe names, a ufuai thing at that time aino"fi the 
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Romans. The bifhop was carried in chains through all the 
towns that lay on the Danube, till being brought before Amantius, 
then on his return from Scarabantia, the governour ordered him 
to be conducted to Sabaria (Z>), whither he himfeJf was going. 
Certain chriftian women in the mean time brought him refrefh- 
ments, which as he was blefling, his chains dropt off from his 
hands and fect. On his arrival at Sabaria, Amantius ordered 
him to be brought before him on the publick theatre, and 
having read the records of what had palled between him and 
Maxim us, afked the faint if he owned the truth of the con- 
tents., and whether or no he perfifted in his former conferHon 
of the chriftian faith. The faint anfwered : <c I have confeffed 
(S the true GoJ at Sifcia : I have never adored any other. Him 
" ! carry in my heart., and no man on earth fhalJ ever be able 
<; to feparate me from him Amantius endeavoured to 

overcome his refolution by }argc pro mi fes, and by the confi- 
ijeration of his old age : but finding him inflexible, he fentenced 
him to be thrown inro the river with a mil/tone at his neck, 
ana his order was obeyed. But to the great aftonifliment of the 
fecftators (who were aflembled in crowds on the banks of 
the river, to beheld the -execution) the faint, inftead of fink- 
ing tc the bottom, continued a long time above water, with 
the milftone at his neck, exhorting the chriftians to continue 
fteofafr in the faith, and to dread neither torments nor death it- 
fclf. But perceiving that he funk not at aU, he began to fear 
he flicmd iofe the crown of martyrdom. He thereupon ad- 
drefied himfelf to ChnSt. In thefe words: cc It is not wonderful 
<c for thee, O almighty Jcfus, to flop the courfe of rivers, as 
thou did ft that of Jordan, nor to make men walk upon the 
water, as Peter did on die iea, by thy divine power. Thefe 
people kave had a. fufficicnt proof in me- of the eftc£t of thy 
power. Grant me what now remains, and is to be preferred! 

to all thing?, the happinefs of dying for thee, j;:i>...) Chrift 
niy God/' He foon :\ftLf funk to the bottom : tipon whole 
ferhtheacis of the martyr make this reflect ion,, " That lie 
' with difficulty obtained by his prayeis to 1 be drowned (d)*** 
Wit 'bony wvs found a Ihtie below thc/placc* and laid in achapef 
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(M S.vbnria, ... 

Sanv.-ir, and ♦Lvndtf on ihn von- 
Jlucr.cc of :hc rivers Guntv. and 

mn>i. Srr.rahaiuia is titnv railed 
N'^i, by the Germans CEden- 
j Ui 'i'.' ^j'Ju German mile* horn 
."um^ro rbc Mall. .Ibid. 

M TJ>vfc word a co/npanxl 
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with thofc above to Maximus, 
aie a, clear tcilimony «iven tc 
the divinity of the Son of God, 
{</) fix ovum ut titn&ercturah- 

tinuit. This cijcmnlianee i:> alfo 
niemiencd by St. fYudentin.>, in 
his elegant poem on ihh holy 
martyr- and by £ulcbius in hi* 
chronicle. 
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built on the bank. Soon after a great church was creeled neap 
the gate of Sabaria, leading to Scarabantia^ in which his re J 
mains were laid. When by the inroads of barbarians 
the Pannonians were afterwards driven out of their coun- 
try, the relicks of this martyr are faid to have been carried 
to Rome, and depofited in the baftlick of the apoffles at 
the catacombs, near the body of St. Sebaftian. Molanus proves 
that' they are now kept in a monaftery in Bavaria. The ri- 
ver in which St. Quirinus was drowned was called Sabarius, 
now Guntz. The martyrs are victims of divine love. Theiri 
example invites us to make off all iloth, and to devote our 
whole lives and all our fTrength to the fer vice of Him who 
created us for himfelf alone, till we fliall have con fummated our 
facrifice to the eternal glory of his holy name. Thus we fliall 
attain to our laft end, and mall find immortal happinefs. 




JUNE 5. 

St. BONIFACE, Archbifhop of Mentz, 

Apoflle of Germany, and Martyr. 

From his life carefully writtm hy St. JVillibald^ his difciphj am 
firft bifhop of Achjlat ; and again in tiuo books , by Otblo^ a mm 
of ihc izvclft/j age : alfo from his epiftles. See Mabillon y ^ J 
AnnaL p. 447. FIeti?y 9 T. 9. Ceillier y T, 18, p. 74. 

A. D. 755. 

ST. Boniface was born at Crediton or Kirton in Devon* 
(hire, about the year 68o ? and at his baptifm named Win*! 
frid. When he was but five years old 3 his chief delight wastffl 
hear holy men converfe about God and heavenly things. ! L * 
edifying deportment and holy inflrucTions of certain pioufj 
monks who, being employed in preaching in that country*! 
happened to come to his father's houfe, gave him a flrc>ngdH 
fire to devote himfelf to CJod in a religious ilate: nnil, thougBQ 
lie was then only a child, the deep impreflions which t lie irwordf 
loll upon his heart were never after effaced. I lis lather cxcitcft 
his whole authority to divert him from his inclination to a ino*| 
naftick life ; till being vi/ited by a dangerous iicknefi, lw 

knowh'ged in it the hand of God clwftifmg him for opfom 
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his fan's vocation, which he from that time gave him free leave 
to puifue: Winfrid was educated from thirteen years of age in 
the monaflery of Efcancefter or Exeter, under the holy abbot 
Wolphard, With the fludy of grammar he joined afliduous 
devout meditation, and the moft rigorous obfervance of mo- 
naftick difcipline, even before he had profe&d that ftate : which 
he embraced before he left the afore/aid mona/tery. After he 
had fpent there fo me years, the reputation of the fchooJs and 
difcipline of the monaftery of Nutcel! (r/), In the dioccfe of 
Winchefter, under the learned abbot Winbert, drew him to 
that houfe. He made an extraordinary progrefs in poefy, rheto- 
rick, hiftory and in the knowledge of the fcriptures ; and was 
afterward appointed by his abbot to teach the lame faiences : 
of which duty he acquitted himfeJf with great fruit to others, 
at the fame time improving himfelf in the fciences with that 
redoubled advantage which maturity of years and judgment, 
and a diligent review of a well-digeftcd cour/e of former fludies 
give to mailers of an elevated genius. At thirty years of age, 
he was promoted to the order of priefthood ; and from that 
time was chiefly employed in preaching the word of God tor 
the people, and in- the care of fouls. Such v/as his reputation^ 
that he was entrufted by his fuperiours with an important com* 
mifjion to Brithwald, ardibifhop of Canterbury: by which 
means that prelate, and the religious king lna became acquainted 
with his extraordinary merit : and the bifhops cf the province 
from that time invited him to their /ynods, that they might be 
aififted by his learning and advice in their deliberations. 

The fervant of God, burning with zeal for the divine ho- 
nour and the falvation of fouls, never ceafed to bewail night 
and day the misfortune of thofe nations which lay benighted in 
she fhades of idolatry. In the/e holy difpohrions, after having 
long implored the light and Welling of heaven, he, with the 
leave of his abbot, pa/Ted over into Friefeland to preach the 
gofpcl to the infidels, in 716. But, for the trial of his virtue, 
a war breaking out between Charles M artel, mayor of the 
French palace, and Radbod, king of I'Yifeland, thiew in/irpcr- 
able difficulties in his wav. However, he advanced as far as 
Utrecht, then the capital city of that country, and add relied 
liimfelf to king Radbcd, but without fucccis; and he was 
obliged to return to his mo nailery in England, Winbert dy- 
H)g loon after, Winfrid was unanimouily chofen abbot. He 
*M all that in his power lay to decline this promotion, alleging 
that lie was called to the converlion of infidels. Though he 



wai 



(«) This mojiaileiy was afterward $ deJhoyed by the* Danes, and 
*xm rebuilt* 

■ 
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was not able then to prevail, he ihortly after urged the fame 
motive with fuch fuccefs, as to engage Daniel, the learned and 
pious bifhop of Winchefter, to procure that his demif- 
jion fhould be accepted, and another nominated abbot in his 
place. 

After having fiald two years in England, he fet out for Rome 
in 719, and prefented himfeJf to pope Gregory II. begging his 
apoftolick bleffing, and authority that he might preach the faith 
to infidels. The pope, fixing his eyes upon him, afked him, if 
he brought with him commendatory letters from his dioccfan. 
Hereupon Winfrid delivered into his hands letters from the 
aforefaid bifhop Daniel, by which he was ftrongly recommended * 
to his Holinefs. Gregory having read them, and converted fome! 
time with the faint, began to treat him with extraordinary 
marks of kindnefs and elteem, and gave him an ample com- 
miflion to preach the faith to all the infidel nations of Gcr- 
many. Fie beftowed on him many hoJy relicks, and difmifled 
him with his blefiing, and letters of recommendation to all 
chriftian princes in his way. The holy miflionary loft no 
time, but taking the road of Germany crofTed the Lower Alps,' 
and travelling through Bavaria into Thuringia, there began 
his apoftolical functions. He not only baptized great numbers' 
of infidels, but alfo brought the chriflians he found already 
eftablifhed in Bavaria, and in the provinces adjoining to France, 
(efpecially the priefls and bifhops) to reform many irregularities, 
and to live in a manner agreeable to the precepts of the gofpel, 
and to the holy canons of the church : for the commerce of 
the heathens had almoft extinguished in them the fenfe of the 
pure maxims of their faith. St. Boniface hearing foon after,; 
that by the death of Radbod, Charles Martel was become ma 
iter of Frifeland, and that a door was there opened for the; 
preaching of the gofpel, he haftencd thither, and during three 
years joined his labours with St. Willebrord to the great in- 
creafe of the faith 5 till underftanding that St. Willebrord in- 
tended to make him his fucccflbur in the epifcopal charge, lie 
was alarmed, and left that million. For his excufc he alleged 
that the pope had enjoined him a commiflion to preach the 
gofpel to the heathens in Germany. From Frifeland he went 
into fiefs, and part of Saxony ; and wherever he came, baptized 
many thoufands of idolaters, deflroyed temples, and bunt 
churches. He acquainted pope Gregory with this wonderful fuc- 
cefs, by a letter which he fent by one of his fellow- la homers, 
and at the fame time confultcd his Holinefs upon feveral difKcultiea 
that occurred in his mimflry. The pope gave glory to <j0«» 
and congratulated him by a letter, in which he commanded hi tn 

to repair to Rome. .Boniface immediately obeyed the » rilcT * 
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and arrived there in 723. Gregory required of him a con- 
kffion of his faith, as is ufual with regard to bifliops eJedt before 
their con/ecratiori. He like wife put him feveral queftions con- 
cerning his millions and converted coun tries, and after a few 
days ordained him bifhop. Willibald fays, that on this occafion 
the pope changed his rugged northern name of Winfrid into 
that of Boniface: but he could only confirm that change; for 
we find by the faint's letters, that he then bore the name of 
Boniface, joining with it that of Winfrid. The faint took 
an oath to maintain the purity of faith, and the unity of the 
church - 9 a copy of which written with his own hand he laid 
upon the tomb of St. Peter. Pope Gregory gave him a book 
of felect canons of the church, to ferve him for a rule in his 
conduct, and by letters recommended him to Charles Martel, 
and to all bifhops and princes wherever he fhould have occafion 
to travel. The faint returning to his mi/Tion in Hefle con- 
tinued his fpiritual conquefts, and cut down a tall oak confe- 
crated to Jupiter, the timber of which he employed in building 
a chapel in honour of the prince of the apoftles. He founded 
many churches, and a monaftery at Orfordt. The harveft 
growing daily upon his hands, he procured a new fupply of la- 
bourers from England, whom he frationed in Heffe and 
Thuringia. In 732, Gregory III. fucceeding in the pontifi- 
cate, St. Boniface lent meffengers to Rome, to confult him upon 
feveral difficulties. Gregory Ibewed thefe deputies great re- 
fpeft, and fent by them a pail for St. Boniface, to be ufed by 
him only when he celebrated the divine myfteries, or confe- 
crated bifhops. He at the fame time conftituted him arch- 
bifhop and primate of all Germany, with power to erect 
new bifhopricks where he mould fee it expedient. The faint 
went himfelf to Rome, for the third time, in 738, to vifit the 
tombs of the apoftles, and to confer with his holinefs about the 
churches he had founded. The pope received him as a living 
flint, and appointed him legate of the apoftol ick fee in Ger- 
many. Boniface, on his return to that country, was called into 
Bavaria by the duke Odilo, to reform feveral abufes. Finding 
only one btfhoprick in that country, namely Pailaw, he cflablifh- 
cd three others, Saltzburg (Z-), Freiflnghein and Rarifbon, 

Vojl. II. O o which 



(A) The conversion of the 
Bojarii or Bavarians is recorded 
the author of the lliort hiilo- 
ry of that event, entitled, £>ua- 
mdo Bajoarii fatii funt Chrijii- 

* ni t written in j 27 1, publi/hcd by 



Canifius, (T. 2. Left. Antiqu.) 
by Du Chefne, (T. ?.. l'ranc. 
Script.) by Dnbraviiu, bifliop of 

Ohnucz, (in Collect. Scriptor. 

I'lill. Bocinica*, p. 15.) and by 
Hanfizius, (Germanite Sacra?, 

t. 2. 
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which divifton the pope confirmed in 739. The holy primate 
foon after eftabhfhed three new bifhopricks, at Erford for 
Thuringia, at Baraburg for Hefle, fince tranflated to Paderbom, 
and at Wurtzbourgh for Franconia: he added a fourth at 
Ackftat in the palatinate of Bavaria. 

Gregory III. dying in November 741, his fucceflbur Za- 
chary, upon application made to him by St. Boniface, again 
confirmed all he had done in fettling the church of Germany, 
At that time happened a memorable revolution in France, in 
which that crown was transferred into a new family, fruitful 
in great princes and valiant heroes. Charles Martel, mayor of 
the palace, having governed France twenty-fix years with great 
valour and prudence, having conquered Burgundy and Aquitain, 
humbled the Saxons, and often defeated the Saracens who made 
formidable invafions from their late fettlements in Spain, died in 
741, being fifty or fifty-five years old. Since the dignity of 
mayor of the palace was become hereditary, the title of duke 
and prince of France had been added to it. By the death of 
Charles, his eldeft fon Carloman became mayor and prince of 
Auftrafia, or Lorrain and that part of Germany which was then 
fubjetSt to France. He fubdued Odilo and Thierry, the former 
duke of Bavaria, and the latter of Saxony, and made them tri- 
butary : 



t. 2. p. 35.) We have alfo a 
Kiftory of it in the lives of St 
Rupert, St. Virgilius and other 
eminent bifnops of Saltzburg, 
publifhedby Canifius, (Ant.Lect. 
X. 3, part ?.. p. 282.) St Ru- 
pert or Rodbert, pronounced Ro- 
bert, was of the blood royal of 
France, and the zealous and 
holy bifhop of Worms, who. in 
699, preached the faith in Bava- 
ria, and built at Juvavia or Ju- 
vnva, now Saltzburg, a Hardy 
cathedral an abbey /or monks, 
and a nunnery, in which he ap- 
pointed Kdinti uda fir 11 abbeJs, a 
holy virgin whom hu fent for 
fiom his own diocefe, and whole 
name fc'cnis En^liih. Sr. Ro- 
bert* in the decline of his health, 
appointed VitaJis bifhop of Saltz- 
Lu rjr, and returning to Worms 
there died foon after in 7 1 K, on 
Ea Iter -day, 27th of JVimch. Ma- 

Tiy miracle^ Jionouicd his tomb. 



This fee of Saltzburg had 
been long vacant, when St. 
Boniface ordained one John bi- 
fhop thereof in 739. St. Vir* 
gilius, an Irifhman, coming 
through France, brought from 
king Pepin recommendatory let' 
ters to Odilo duke of Bavaria, 
and was by his means made 
bifhop of Saltzburg in 746, ac- 
cording to Pagi, or rather in 
766. See Hanfizius, (German. 

Sacr. t. 2. p. 84.) Thus we un- 
derhand in what fenfe Sc. Boni- 
face is faid to have eftabltlhed 
or reflorcd the biihoprick of 
Saltzburg. That city rofe from 
the ruins of Jtivava, which was 
d.alroyed by Attila. In honour 
of St.* Rupert, the archicpiicopal 
fee was afterwards transferred 
thither /ioin Lorch, or Laurw- 
cum, the ancient capital of fw 
ricuni. 
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butary : but it was his chief aim to confult by peace the happt- 
flefs of his people, to protect religion, and to cultivate the ufe- 
fiil arts. He bent his whole authority to fecond the zeal of 
our faint in all his undertakings. Two impoftors were ftirred 
up by the devil to difturb the infant church of Germany. The 
one, Adalbert a Frenchman, pretended to know the fecrets of 
hearts, gave his own hair and the parings of his nails as relicks* 
and wrote his own life filled with abfurd pretended miracles, 
enthufiafm and pride. The other called Clement, a Scotfman, 
rejected the canons or the ecclefiaftical laws, taught that Chrift, 
in his defcent into hell, delivered all the fouls of the damned 
and held heterodox opinions concerning predeftination. St. 
Boniface, in a council in Germany, condemned them both int 
742; Carloman caufed them to be confined in clofe pnfon 3 and 
the fentence of our faint and his council was afterward con- 
firmed by the pope in a fynod at Rome in 745 (1). St. Boni- 
face held another council, in 743, at Leptines, now Leffines, a 
palace of the kings of Auftrafia, near Ath, in the diocefe of 
Cambray. Prince Carloman finding him a man full of the 
/hence of the faints, and of the fpirit of God, liftened to his 
advice in all things relating to the falvation of his foul. By 
the faint's pious difcourfes, his heart was daily more and more 
inflamed with divine love, till defpifing the world in the height 
of its glory, he recommended his eftates and his fon Dreux to 
Pepin the fhort, his younger brother, and difengaged himfelf 
from all the ties of the world. He then went to Rome with a 
fplendid retinue, and having vifited the tombs of the apoftles 
and other holy places of that city, and difmifled his attendants, 
he received from the hands of pope Zachary the monaftick: 
habit, and retiring to mount Soracle, built there a monafterjr 
called St. Sylvefter's. The neighbourhood of Rome drew thi- 
ther fo many vifitants, efpecially among the French lords who 
lived in that city, that to avoid this difrnuSHon, by the advice of 
the pope, he withdrew to mount Caflino, where he lived fe~ 
Veral years with great fervour and humility, as the author of the 
chronicle of mount Caflino, Eginhaid in his annals, and other 
hiflorians of that age teftify. He ch ofe and di (charged, with 
great cjjtarfulncfs, the meaner! offices, often fcrved in the 
kitchen, kept the fheep of the monaftery, and worked like a 
«ay -labourer in the garden. In this he had before his eyes the 
example of many Englifh-Saxon kings who had done the fame. 
Ceolvvulph, king of the Northumbers, to whom JJede dedicated 
his hiftory, was the eighth among them who had then ex- 
changed his regal crown for the cowl of a monk, taking the 

O o 2 habit 
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habit at Lindisfarne in 737, as Hoveden, Simeon of Durham 
and Matthew of Weftminfter relate. In the fame year Frifif- 
githe, queen of the Weft-Saxons, going to Rome, there took, 
the religious veil. Carloman was doubtlefs encouraged by thefe 
heroick examples. Being fent into France for certain affairs of 
his Order, he died holily at Vienne, in 755. His brother 
Pepin the Short became mayor of the palace for the whole 
kingdom, till, in 752, he was chofen king by the unanimous 
confent of the whole nation, when the removal of Childerickill. 
put an end to the Merovingian line of kings (c). St. Boniface, 
as appears by his letters and various confutations, was timorous 
in decifions, nor did he appear as an aclor in this delicate af- 
fair. Pope Zachary, as Eginhald, Otto and others relate, upon 
the application of the ftates of the realm, anfwered, that it was 
better he fhould be king, in whom the whole fupreme power 
and authority were lodged (i), and in this decifion all parties 

peaceably 

(c) The Merovingian race, fo the firft race, from Clovis II. fon 
called from king Meroveus, in of Dagobert I. in 643, to Chil- 
whom the French crown was dericklll. in 752, during ten 
firft made hereditary, filled the reigns fucceffively through a 
throne 335^ years, under twenty- whole century, had given them- 
two fucceflive reigns of kings in 
Paris. The Carlovinian line, fo 
called from Charles Martel, pof- 
fefTed the crown during four- 
teen reigns, and terminated in 
Lewis V. in 987, who died with- 
out hTue. The nobility paffing 
by his uncle Charles, duke of 
Lorrain, chofe Hugh Capet, fon 
of Hugh the Great, the power- 
ful earl of Paris, who defeated 
Charles, and imprifoncd him for 
life. The Capetian race of 
French kings reigns to this day, 
but was lubdivided into two 
younger branches; thejJValefian 
which begun in Philip VI. of 
Valois, in 1328; and that of 
Bourbon which was called to the 
throne in Henry IV. in 1587, 
and was defcended from Robert, 
fourth fon of St. Lewis, earl of 
Clermont, who marrying Bea- 
trix of Bourbon, his poJterity 
took that title. 

(</) The kings of France of 



ielves up to an inactive life, and 
were funk in indolence, never 
concerning themfelves with the 
ftate ; in which the fupreme au- 
thority was entrufted to the may- 
or of the p2lacc : and this magi- 
ftracy was often the caufc of wars, 
and became at length hereditary. 
Thus the kings were merely titu- 
lar. This form of government was 
a fource of continual factions, and 
other diforders, very prejudicial 
to the publick weal. The crown 
in all the barbarous nation! 
which came from the North, wai 
originally elective ; but among 
the French and molt others 
it foon became hereditary. The 
confiitution of the French go- 
vernment being become incon- 
tinent with itfelf, on this occata 
it was judged ncccflhry to rertorc 
the original form, and for this 
purpofe to transfer the crown 
upon him whom the laws of f l |e 

flate hud already vt Jic4 with the 

whale 
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peaceably acquiefced ; judging that the ftate could not have two 
kings at the fame time. AH writers confpire in giving the 
higheft commendations to the princely virtues of Pepin, whofe 
zeal for religion, and love of the church and of holy men could 
only be rivalled by his confummate experience, wKdom and va- 
lour, by which he laid the foundation of that high pitch of 

O o 3 power 



whole regal power and authority, 
GhiJderick III. furnamed the 
Stupid, having been titular king 
nine years, was fhaved a monk 
ac Sithiu or Sc. Bertin's, in 752, 
and died there in 755. On the 
anf.vers of the two popes 
Zachary and Stephen III. fee 
Eginhard (in Vita Caroli M.) 
Otto biftiop of Frifingen (in 
Chron.) Annales Loifeliani, Ful- 
.denfes & Bertiniani : Lamber- 
tus Schafnaburgenfis, Ado, &c. 
Alio Natalis Alexander (Sasc. 8. 
M. 2. p. 485.) Spelman (in 
GMar.) F.Daniel, t. 1. Me- 
zeray ; Dom Maur. (Chronolo- 
gic Univ. &c.) Afterward Pe- 
pin profeffed himfelf penitent, 
and begged abfolution of pope 
Stephen III. if in this tranf- 
aftion he had finned by fecret 
ambition or otherwifc. See Mem. 
de I'Acad. t. 6. and the excellent 
Abrcge Chronol. ,de Thiftoire 
de France, par M. Henault. 

How difficult focver it may be 
to excufe Pepin from taking am- 
bitious fteps to prepare the way 
for this revolution, as F. Lon- 
gucval takes notice, (Hift. de 
rfigliie de France, T. 4. 1. 12. 
P« 3S 2 -) the cafe is very different 
as to the perfons who only ac- 
quiefced in an unanimous refa- 
ction taken by thofe who were 
otft acquainted with right and 
™w in a fucceffion, which till 
»»en feemed only hereditary un- 
«*' certain reilriclions, as fre- 
jucnt examples in the French, 

b "glifli and other new kingdoms, 



of the fame original, from the 
northern transmigrations fhevv. 
Pope Zachary's anfwer is faid to 
have been, Melius ejfe ilium *vo- 
cari regem, apud quern Jumma po~ 
t eft at conjifteret. (Annales Berti- 
niani ad an. 749* Eginhard, Sec.) . 
See Spelman in GIofTar. The 
circumftances of the dethroning 
of Childerick, and of Pepin's 
election, are related fo different- 
ly, and the true hiftory is fo ob- 
fcure, that it is eafy for every 
writer to give it his own glofs. 
Eckhard (Comment, de rebug 
Franciae Orientalis et Epifcopa- 
tus Wirceburgenfis, T. 2. Wit- 

ceburgi, 1729) fhews that St, 
Boniface had no fliare in this re- 
volution, nor even was pleafed 
with it. Otherwife, he would ra- 
ther have been Cent on the em- 
bally to pope Zachary than Bur- 
chard biih op of Wuitzburg, and 
Fulrad abbot of St. Denys. Nor 
would the authors of St. Boni- 
face's life have patted over fuch 
an occurrence under Pepin's iuc- 
cettburs,or the faint been filent in 
his writings. (See alio Eckhard *s 
epiftola dcNumnus Thoodorki 
Regis, Han no via;, ijzo.) Ma- 
billon and Pagi place this revo- 
lution in 751 : but Von Eckhard 
more probably in 752, in which 
the chronicle of Fontanel le (apud 
Du Chefne, T. 3. p. 3H6.) men- 
tions the retreat of Thcodcrick, 
fon of Childerick, who was fent 
at the fame time to the abbey 
of Fontancllc iu Normandy. 
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power and glory to which his fon carried the French empire. 
The new king defiring to be crowned by the molt holy prelate 
in his dominions, infifted upon the ceremony being performed 
by St. Boniface. This was done, at SoiiTons, where our 
faint prefided in a fynod of bimops, and all the ftates of the 
French kingdom aflifled at the coronation. St. Boniface, in his 
firft council in Germany, is ftyled legate of Sr. Peter. From 
the councils of LefTines and SouTons, he appears to have been 
legate of the apoftolick fee in France no lefs than in Germany. 
In 746, he intreated pope Zachary to fend a bifhop legate into 
France, that he might be eafed of that burthen. The pope re- 
fufed to grant this requeft : but allowed him, by a fingular pri- 
vilege, to choofe -whom he thought belt qualified to be his fuc- 
ceflour in Germany after his death. The faint had been fome 
years archbifhop of Germany before he fixed his metropolitan 
lee in any particular city. Cologne was at firft judged themoft 
proper, it being then the metropolis : but Gervilio, the bifhop 
of Mentz, having been depofed in a council, that city was 
pitched upon, in 745. Pope Zachary fubjedted to this new 
metropolitan church the bifhopricks of Tongres, Cologne, 
Worms, Spw-e, Utrecht ; alfo all thofe which St. Boniface had 
erc£ted, and thofe which before were fubjecl: to the fee of 
Worms, namely, Strafburg, Aufburgh, Conftance and Coire. 
Thus Was Mentz made the metropolitan church of all Ger- 
many ; for Triers was then comprifed in France. Shortly af- 
ter Cologne, and in procefs of time many other churches were 
raifed to the dignity of archbifhopricks, though in honour of 
St. Boniface, Mentz has always retained the primacy. 

To aflift him in planting the fpirit of meeknefs and chriftian 
piety in a fierce and uncivilized nation, St. Boniface invited 
over from England many holy men, and religious women. 
Among thefe were St.Wigbert, St. Burchard, bifhop of Wurcz- 
bourg, St. Willibald, bifhop of Eichftad, and St. Lulius: and 
among the holy virgins were St. Lioba, our faint's couiin, St. 
Thecfa, St. Walburge, Bertigita and Contruda, to whom lie 
committed the direction of fevcral nunneries which he erected 
in Thuringia, Bavaria and other places. In 746, he laid the 
foundation of the great abbey of Fuld or fuldeji, winch con- 
tinued long the molt renowned feminary of piety and learning 
in all that part of the world. The abbot is now a prince ut 
the empire, lord of a very extenfive territory, and is ftyled pri- 
mate of all the abbots in Germany, and chancellour to thecal- 
pre/s. St. Boniface had fevcral years before founded a mo- 
naflery at 1' ridiflar, dedicated to St. Peter, another at Ihuw"' 
burr honour of St. Michael, and one at Ordorfc in horn-" 

of the fame archangel, in all which the monks gamci tiiu 
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livelihood by the labour of their hands. The paftoral care of 
fo many churches did not hinder this holy man from extending 
his zeal to remote countries, efpecialJy to that which gave him 
birth. Ethelbald king of Mcrcia, was a lover of julrice, and 
liberal to the poor ; but fulJied thefc virtues by abominable lufts, 
abftaining from matrimony, that he might wallow in filthy in- 
continency j and his fcandalous example was imitated by many 
of his courtiers. St. Boniface, touched to the quick at the news 
of fuch fcandals, in 745, wrote to this prince a flrong re- 
monftrance and exhortation to penance, punting him in mind 
how bafe it was for him to be the Have of lull to the injury of 
God, by whofe benefit he ruled fo great a nation : and how 
heinous a crime it was to fet inch an example to his fub- 
jecls (e). He tells him, that chpftity is fo highly prized a- 
mong the pagan inhabitants of old Saxony, that if a manied 
woman was convicted of adultery, or a virgin of fornication, 
/he was ftrangled, and her body burnt ; and he who had dif- 
honoured her was hanged over her grave : or fhe was fcour- 
ged on her back by women, and ftabbed with knives, firn; 
in one village, then in the next, and fo round the country, till 
flie expired under her torments. cc If GcntiJes, who know 
not God," fays the faint, cc have fo great a zeal for cnaility, 
" what ought to be your fentiments, who are a chriftian and 
a king ?" He puts him in mind of the unhappy end of his 
predeceiTbr Ceolred, and of Ofred, king of the Northum- 
brians, both addicted to this fhamcful vice, and both thatched 
away by fudden death in the midft of their evil co.urfes. From 
the gift of Croiland mentioned by Ingulphu.--, and from 
the laws of this king in favour of the church, and 
of the abbey of Ripendune, Natalis Alexander and fome 
others think he became a finccre penitent. He was (l:\in foon 
after, in 755, by Beornred, a rebel who uiun l\\ h;^ throne 
(/). St. .Boniface wrote a circular letter to ail the bifhops, 

O o 4 priclls, 



(/ ) Patcc ergo tmhfitc ttitr > jilt 
ihnrijpme % puree multitudini p: pu- 
ll tuo pereunth exempli, dr quoj um 
nmmabns red Ji tut tn cs rattouem. 

ihni/ac. eft. 19. p. 76. ft a pud 

(hiliclem . Malmjp I. 1. tU Gtjlh 

(/') A collcAion of St. Boniface's 
letters was publilhcd by Sena- 
r itis in 1005. hut out i f the hun- 
dred and fifty -two of which it 
conliit*, only thirty -nine were 



writ by cl e faint, the re ft being 
letters add re ('feci to him by popes, 
princes, Liii.up:;, and others. \)y 
Ins cpiiilcs it. appears, mat iir 
all hi 1 .; Ucityns and actions he hud 
nothing :n view bur piety and 
the fcrvice of Cod. Doni. 
lvlaricnnc, and J»om. Duianc} 
have yivrn in. a <• real nnmbei oi* 
other curious h-iurr. el be. Do- 
xni.tce I theiaur. /Hiecdoc.T. (..} 
ajfo nineteen, homilies in the 

fou; ill 



55 a St. BONIFACE, B. M. June s . 

priefts, deacons, canons, monks, nuns, and all the people 
of England, conjuring them earneftJy to join in holy prayer, 
to beg of God, who defires that all may be faved ; that he 
would vouchfafc, in his infinite mercy, to fhower down his 
biefllng upon the labours of all thofe who are employed in 
endeavouring to bring fouls to his faving knowledge and holy 
love. He often deilred books to he fent him from England, 
efpecially the works of Bede, whom he calls a lamp of the 
church (4). He intreated the abbefs Edburge (5) to fend him 
the epiitles of St. Peter written in letters of gold, to infpire 
carnal men with the greater refpc£t, and - to fatisfy his devo- 
tion to that apoftle whom he calls the patron of his mi/lion. 
Writing to the abbot Aldhertus (6), he begs that he would 
caufe the facrifice of the mafs to be offered for the fouls of 
thofe miffionaries who were lately deceafed. In feveral other 
epiftles, he mentions the mutual contract of charity between 
the mifiionaries abroad, and the priefts and monks in Eng- 
land, that they fhould reciprocally pray for their deceafed 
brethren. In a letter to a nun (7), he mentions how much 
he had to fuffer in his mifiion from the pagans, from falfe 
chriftians, and even from ecclefiafticks of debauched morals. 
Yet the ardour of his charity made him continually to thirft 
after greater fufferings, and efpecially after the honour of 
laying down his life for the love of him who died for us. In 
a letter to Cuthberc, archbifhop of Canterbury (8), treating 
of the duties of paftors, he fays, " Let us fight for the 
" Lord in thefe days of bitternefs and affliction. If this be 

the 

a 

(4) Ep. 9. p. 73. (5) Ep. 28. (6) Ep. 26, [y] Ep. 16. 
J>. 75- W Ep. 105. 



fourth, St. Boniface (peaking of 
the neceflity of confe/fiou, fays : 
*' If we (hould conceal our fins, 
'* God will difcover them ^ub- 
** lickly in fpitc of us. And it 
* e is better to confefs them to 
" one man, than to be publick- 
4i ]y cxpofed, and covered with 
*' confniion for them in the fight 
49 of all the inhabitants of hca- 
*< ven, earth and hell " [Horn. 
4. p. 195 ] Wc have in 
lJ'Achcri's hpia'//'gium 9 T 9. a 
collection of canons drawn up by 
St. Boniface for the direction of 



the clergy. The ftyle of this 
faint's writings is clear, grave, 
and fimple lie every where in 
them breathes an apoitolical fpi- 
rit, and his thoughts are juu* and 
folid. The faint s letters arc ail 
written in Latin, though as Ver- 
(tegan, our moft learned anti- 
quarian takes notice, the lan- 
guage of the Engliih Savons, 
and of moil parts of German)', 
was then fo neaily the fame, 
that thefe mifliouarics (eeni not 
to have /lood in need of inter- 
preters. 




June 5- St. BONIFACE, B.M. 553 

« the will of God, let us die for the holy laws of our fathers, 
a that we may arrive with them at the eternal inheritance. 
a Let us not be dumb dogs, ileeping centinels, hirelings that 
n fly at the fight of the wolf : but watchful and diligent 
« paftors $ preaching to the great and fm all, to the rich and 
« poor, to every age and condition, being inftant in feafon, 
« out of feafon." St. Boniface, in his homilies, moft fre- 
quently inculcates the obligation and fan£fcity of the baptifmal 

vows. 

This apoftle of fo many nations thought he had yet done 
nothing, fo long as he had not fpilt his blood for Chrift, and 
earneftly defired to attain to that happinefs. Making ufe of 
the privilege which pope 2Eachary had granted him of choo- 
fing his fucceflbur, he confecrated St. Lullus, an Englifhman, 
formerly monk of Malmefbury, archbifhop of Mentz, in 754, 
leaving him to finifh the churches which he had begun in Thu- 
ringia, and that of Fuld, and conjuring him to apply himfelf 
ftrenuoufly to the converfion of the remaining idolaters. He 
wrote a letter to Fulrad (g) abbot of St. Denys, begging him 

to 



(0) Pope Stephen II. was at 
that time come into France, in 
7*3, to implore the protection 
of king Pepin againft Aiftulphus, 
king of the Lombards, who 
threatened Rome itfelf. Pepin 
received him at Pont-yon, a 
royal palace near Langres, with 
the greater* marks of honour, 
met him three miles from his 
caftle, proftrated before him, 
and without fuffering him to 
alight, attended him on foot. 
The pope palled the winter in 
the monaftery of St. Denys, 
where he fell fo dangeroufly 
lick, that he was given over by 
the phy/icians ; but was mira- 
culoufly cured in the manner 
Allowing, After prayers for his 
health, whilft he was alone in 
die church belonging to that 
monaftery, he was favoured with 
jviiion of SS. Peter, Paul and 
ponyfms. This lull told him 
«c was reftorcd to his health, 
and that he fliould return prof- 

pcroufly to bis fee, and bad him 



confecrate in that church an 
altar to God in memory of the 
two apoflles whom he there faw 
prefent. " J arofe," fays the 
pope, " and finding myfdf per- 
*' feftly reftored to my health 
" and ftrength, was for confe^ 
" crating the altar that moment. 
" But they that attended me 
** thought I raved, and would 
«' not fuffer me to do it, till I 
" had related to them, and like- 
" wife to the king what had 
" happened."" This the pope 
attefted in a letter ftill extant 
(Cone. T. 6. p. 1648, et apud 
Hilduin. in' Arcopageticis. See 
Anaftafius, p. 1628. Mabillon, 
T. 4. Aft. Ord S. Bened. p. 
304. Nat. Alex. Sec. VIII. Art. 
6.) He granted many privileges 
to the abbey, and confecrated 
the altar, and left on it the pall 
which he then wore to perpe- 
tuate the memory of his miracu- 
lous recovery. Jt is there /hewn 
to this clay. This pope is high- 
ly commended for his piety* and 

great 
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to make this choice of St. Lull us agreeable to king Pepin, and 
as his infirmities admoniflied him that he had not long to 
remain in this world, he conjured that prince to take into his 
favour and protection his difciples who were almoft all ftrangers, 
either priefts difperled in many places for the fervice of the 
church, or monks aflembled in his little monaftery, where 
they were employed in inftructing children. He fays, that-! 
the priefts lived on the frontiers of the pagans, very poor and* 
deftitute, and that they were able to get their bread but not \ 
clothing, unlets they were ailifted. Pepin granted his rcquelr,5 
and pope Stephen II. confirmed his nomination of Lullus, 
and his reflgnation of the fee of Mentz> in order that he might; 
go and preach the gofpel to thofe nations which ftill re-? 
mained unconverted. 

The faint looking upon himfelf as devoted to labour in the 
converfion of infidels, and being at liberty to follow the call 
of heaven, would not allow himfelf any repofe, fo long gs 
he faw fouls perifhing in the fhades of darknefs, and his ex- 
treme defire of martyrdom feemed to give him a fore/ight 
of his approaching death. Having therefore fettled his church, 
and put all things in the beft order poifible, he fet out, with 
certain zealous companions, to preach to the fa vage infidel inhabi- 
tants of the northern parts of Eaft-Friefland. Having converted 
and baptized fome thoufands among them, he appointed the 
eve of Whitfunday to adminifler to the Neophytes the facra- 
ment of confirmation in the open fields, in the plains of Doc- 
kum, near the banks of the Jittle rivulet Bordne. He 
pitched there a tent, and was waiting, in prayer, the arrival 
of the new converts, when, behold, inftead of friends, a 
band of enraged infidels appeared on the plain all in arms, 
and coming up, rufhed into his tent. The fervants that were 
with the holy martyr were for defending his life by fighting; 
but he would not fufFer it, declaring that the day he had 
Jong waited for was come, which was to bring him to the 
eternal joys of the Lord. He encouraged the reft to meet, 
with chearfulnefs and conftancy, a death which was to them 
the gate of everlafting life. While he was thus employ- 
ed, the pagans attacked them fword in hand, and put 
them all to death. St. Boniface fuffbrcd in the feventy-fifth 
year of his age, on the 5th of June, in the year ot Chrift ' 
75S- With him were martyred fifty two companions, 01 

whom the principal perfons were Eoban bifhop, Wintning, 

1 1 1 Walter 

great alms- deeds, and cannot be elected before him, but did not 

tafpccled of a forgery. He is live to receive cpifcopnl com* 

by ionic called Stephen III. be- cration. 
caufc one of the fame name wan 
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Walter and Adelhere priefts ; Hamund, Strichald and Bofa 
deacons; Waccar, Gunderhar, WiJIiker and Hadulph monks; 
the reft were laymen. The barbarians expected to have a great 
booty of gold and fiiver in the baggage of the holy martyrs, 
but found nothing in their trunks but relicks and books, which 
they fcattered about the fields, or hid in ditches and marfhes. 
Some of thefe things were afterwards found, and of them 
three books are ftiJl preferved in the monastery of Fuld, or 
Fuklcn : namely, a book of the gofpels writ in St. Boni- 
face's, own hand j a copy of a haiaiony or canons of the 
New Teftament, and a third book which is ftained with the 
martyr's blood, and contains the letter of St. Leo to Theo- 
dorus bifhop of Frejus, and the difcourfe of St. Ambrofe on 
the Holy Ghoft, with his treatife, De bono mortis ; or, On 
ihe advantage of death. The body of St. Boniface was firft 
carried to Utrecht, thence to Mentz, and laftly to Fuld, 
where it was depoiited by St. Lullus, as the faint bimfelf 
had defired. It is to this day regarded as the greater! trea- 
fure of that monaftery. The contmuators of Bollandus have 
given us, under the title of sl?iale£la Bonifaciana^ a long 
hiftory of an incredible number of miracles down to this pre- 
fent time, which have been wrought by God at the relicks, 
and through the interceffion of St. Boniface. 

He who fincerely loves God, rejoices with this martyr to 
facrifice to his honour his life, and whatever he has received of 
his bounty. With his whole ftrength he confecrates all his 
faculties eternally to the glorious and holy functions of di- 
vine love. He prays and labours, without intermifJion, that 
God alone may reign in his own foul, and ardently defires, that 
all tongues may never ceafe to found forth his praifes, and that 
all creatures may have but one heart, alwjys to be employed 
with the angels and blelled fpirits, in doing his will, in lov- 
ing him, and in glorifying his adorable name. 7 'here is no 
danger to which fuch a one would not with joy cxpofe him- 
felf ; nothing fo diflicult that he would not undertake, that 
one foul might be converted to God. He would rejoice to 
lay down his life a thoufand times, were it pofliblc, to hin- 
der one offence againlt the divine majefty. 



On the fame DAY 



St. Do rot np.us of Tyre, M. Tie was a priell, lorac fay bifhop 
of Tyre in Phoenicia, and iiuTcied much for ihe faith under JJio- 
ciciiriti, as the ancient mar tyro lories ccltiiy. I U; ii. (aui to liave 
uavived his torments, and to have i cached tin: times oi Julian 

die* apellate, under whole prcJccU the modem (Jrcckj teli us, 
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that he completed his martyrdom (a). Another Dorotheus, the 
martyr, chamberlain of Diocletian, is mentioned by Euiebius (t), 

St. Dorotheus, Abbot, He was furnaraed the Theban, be. 
caufe a native of J hebes in Egypt. He retired firft into a mo- 
naftery, but after having learned for fome time the exeiciies of 
an afcetick life under the moil experienced matters, he fhut 
himfelf up in a cavern in a wildernefs nine miles from Alexan- 
dria, on the road to Nkria. Here he Jived in moil auftere ab- 
flinence and labour. During the greateft part of the day, even 
in the moil fcorching heat of the fun, he picked up and carried 
ffcones, and built cells for other hermits : at night he made cords 
and bafkets of palm-tree leaves, by which he earned fix ounces 
of bread a day, with a handful of herbs, which was his whole 
fubfiftence. His watchings were incredible ; nor would he allow 
himfelf any indulgence in his old age. When his difciples in- 
treated him to afford a little more reft to his enfeebled body, his 
anfwer was : ** This enemy would deftroy me ; therefore I am 

refolved to be before hand with it, and keep it in fubjeclion." 
It happened that his difciple, Palladius, fpying an afpick in the 
well, durit not drink of the water. But the holy abbot making ' 
the fign of the crofs upon the cup, drank, and faid : " In the 
*' prefence of the crofs of Chriil, the devil lofeth his power" 
This Palladius upon his coming into the wildernefs, chofe St. 
Dorotheus, who had then lived an anchoret in the fame auliere 
manner, fixty years, for his firft matter. The faint died towards 
the end of the fourth century, and is honoured in the Greek Me- 
nsea. Palladius gives us the foregoing account of his life in the 
fecond chapter of the Laufiack hiftory. He mentions another 
Dorotheus, who alfo lived in the fourth age, and was the fpiri- 
tual director of a monaftery of three hundred nuns. Ibid. chap. 

JUNE, 

(1) L. 8. Hilt, c. 1. & 6. 



(a) The Synopfis of the lives 
of the prophets, apoftles and dif- 
ciples, which bears the name of 
Dorotheus of Tyre, is the work 
of a modern Greek of no ac- 
count, flu/Fed with fables, of 
which it was a fruitful fource to 
Nicephorus Calixtus, a credulous 
and injudicious Greek, compiler 
of ecclefiaflical hillory in the 
fourteenth century. See ftcllar- 
minc de Scriptor. Tillcmont. 

\b) Thefe two Dorotheus's 
were both fuperiours of hermits 
who lived in leparate cells : 

confcqucntl/ neither could be 



the Dorotheus who wrote twenty 
four doclrines or difcourfes cx- j 
tant, who fpeaks of the office | 
of a cellerer [Dn&r. 18.] and 
in other pafiages difcovers him* 
felf to have been abbot of Cc* 
nobites, who lived together in j 
a monaftery. We have alfo" 
eight letters of fpiritual advice 
addreffed to monks, by th c J 
fame hand : in the laic of which .) 
mention is made of the tyranny 
of the Saracens, who date their] 
Jlegira, or commencement un- 
der Mahomet, in 622, anil who 

conquered Damafctis and M*?* 

iiiciM 
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St. NORBERT, Archbifhop of Mag- 
debourg, founder of the Premonftra- 
teniian Order. 

Prom his life faithfully written by a difciple called Htigh^ abridged 
by Helyot Hi/2, des Ordres Rclig. T. 2. p. 1 64. Fleury> cifY. 

A. D. 1134. 

ST. Norbert was born at Santen in thedutchy of CJeves, 
in 1080. His father Heribert, count of Gennep, was re- 
lated to the emperour, and his mother derived her pedigree 
from the houfe of Lorrain. The rank which his birth gave 
him was rendered more illufirious by the excellent qualifications 
of his mind and body. His application to his fhidies was equal 
to the quicknefs of his parts, and he went through his acade- 
mical 



oicia, in 635, and Paleftine two 
years after. Whoever was the 
author of thefe difcourfes, many 
excellent maxims of an interiour 
life are gathered together in 
them, gleaned from the instruc- 
tions of the moil experienced di- 
rectors among the ancient her- 
mits. Abbot John de Ranee, 
the reformer of La Trappe, 
judged it fo profitable, that lie 
tranflated it into French , for the 
ufe of his monks , prefixing a 
life of" the author compiled from 
fcveral circumiianccs mentioned 
in the hook hi'clf. This Do- 
rotheus informs us, that in his 
chikl hood he had fuch an aver- 
sion to learning, that he took 
t is book with as great re- 
pugnance as if it had been a 
krpent : hut having overcome 
Mi obilacie by application, his 

paiiiun for reading became io 



flrong, that the pleafure he 
found in readint;,made him often 
forget to eat, drink, and fleep. 
[Doclr. 10.] Ac his meals, he 
kept a book open by him to 
caft his eye on it, whilft he 
eat : and he had one on his pil- 
low in the night, in which he of- 
ten read till mid-night, and again 
as often as he awaked Having 
afterwards renounced the world, 
he became, a difciple of John, 
the famous monk of Pale/line, 
who was furnamcd the Prophet, 
and lived fome time in the 
monailcry of the abbot Ser id us, 
but afterwards governed a great 
inonaflery between Ciaza and 
Majuma. lie intermingles in- 
structive examples with his pre- 
cepts, and principally inculcates 
felf-denial, humility, mei-knefs, 
obedience and a/lid uous piaycr. 
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mical exercifes with extraordinary applaufe. But being atfirft 
blinded by the flattery of the world, he fuffered himfelf to be 
carried away by its pleafures and paftimes, and had no higher 
thoughts than how he might live in honour and at his eafc, 
He even received the ecclefiaftical tonfure with a worldly 
lpirit ; and though he was instituted to a canonry at Santen, and 
ordained fubdeacon, he neither changed his ipirit nor his con- 
duel. Being naturally inclined to mirth and gaiety, he was the 
foul of all parties of pleafure, and by living in a circle of di- 
verfions, he drowned his foul in a round of vanities and tri- 
fling amufements, and was a ftranger to ferious reflection. on 
himfelf, which would have opened his eyes. He would not be 
prevailed on to receive any higher orders for fear of a greater 
reftraint on his conduct ; and he led the fame manner of life 
in the court of his coufin the emperour Henry IV. who ap- 
pointed him his almoner. God beheld with companion the 
heart of this young nobleman enflaved to the world, in which 
he in vain fought that contentment and quiet of mind which 
no earthly advantages can afford, and which it is in the power 
of virtue alone to give. But to break his fecret chains an ex- 
traordinary grace was neceflary: and God awakened him from 
his fpiritual lethargy by an alarming accident. Norbert was 
riding to a village in Weftphalia, called Freten, in purfuit of 
his pleafures, mounted on a horfe richly caparifoned, and at- 
tended by only one fervant, when in the midft of a pleafant 
meadow, he was overtaken by a violent ftorm, accompanied 
with dreadful thunder and lightning. Finding himfelf at a 
great diftance from any fhelter, he was overwhelmed with per- j 
plexity and fear ; and whilft he was going on brifkly, having 
fet fpurs to his horfe, a ball of fire or lightning, with a loud 
clap' of thunder, fell juft before his horfe's feet, burnt the grafs, 
and cleft the earth. The poor beaft, thus affrighted, threw his 
rider, who lay like one dead for near an hour. At laft coming to 
himfelf, like another Saul, he cried out to God, in the bitter 
compunction of his heart: <c Lord, what wouldft thou have me 
ct do?" To which the divine grace interiourly fuggeftcd this 
reply : " Turn away from evil, and do good : feek after peace, 
" and purfue it." Being thus humbled in the full career of 
his pafhons, he became upon the fpot a fniccrc penitent. Re- 
turning no more to the court, he withdrew to his canonry at 
Santen, there led a life of filence and retirement, wore a nair- 
fhirtjnext his fkin, and fpent his time hit tears,holy prayer and 
meditation. Now taking a ferious review of himfeii ami the 
world, he detefled his pair, ingratitude to God, and his folly mj 
ierving a deceitful world, which mingles in all its delights much 

p-all and Utterncfs, far outweighing the falfc and momentary 
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leafure. The remembrance of the divine mercy which had 
pared him whilft many others had been cut off in their fins,' 
and in a moment been buried in hell, pierced his heart to the 
quick, and drew daily from his eyes ftreams of tears, by which he 
endeavoured to wafli away the ftains of his fouJ. The fire of 
divine Jove thus kindled in his heart, gained flrength every day 
fcy his fidelity, and by frefh fupplies of grace. But his con- 
verfion was completed by a retreat which he made in St. Sige- 
bert's monaflrery near Cologne, and by the pious exhortations of 
Conon, the holy abbot of that houfe, who was made foon after 
bifhop of Ratifbon. Norbert was at this time in the thirtieth 
year of his age. 

After his converfion, he employed two years in preparing 
himfelf for the priefthood, which he received from the hands of 
the archbifhop of Cologne, together with the order of deacon* 
his fervour feeming a fufHcient caufe for fuch a difpenfation. 
At the time of his ordination, he appeared in a lambfkin caf- 
jock, tieu w^ith a cord, and thus publi/hed to the world, that 
from that moment he renounced all its vanities. After his or- 
dination, he returned to Conon, and made under his direction a 
fevere rotreat of forty days to difpofe himfelf by tears, prayer 
and failing, to fay his firft mafs, which he came back to Santen 
to celebrate with his chapter. After the gofpel was fung at 
high mafs, he mounted the pulpit, and made a moft pathetick 
fermon on the vanity of the world, the fhortnefs of human 
life, and the infufficiency of all created beings to fatisfy the 
heart of man ; and he indirectly inveighed againft the diforders 
of his collegues. In a chapter which was held the next day, 
he pointed them out more diftin&ly, and prefled a reformation 
fovigoroufly, that feveral of them became perfect converts, and 
loudly condemned their paft irregularities* But others who 
could not bear that their fores fhould be touched to the quick, 
burft out into intemperate rage againft him, and not content 
with ill ufage, they accufed him to the pope's legate as an in- 
novator, an hypocrite, and one who covered pernicious dcflgns 
under the fpecious pretence of zeal for a reformation of man- 
ners. The faint, having before his eyes the fins of his paft 
life, confefled that he dcfervcd all manner of contempt and ill 
treatment, and rejoiced under injuries and afflictions. Never- 
tnelcfs, reflecting on wh t he owed to God's honour, he purged 
himfelf before the legate in a council held at Fritzlar, in 11 18. 
Soon after, inflamed wit an ardent zeal to live to God alone, 
he refigncd all his ecclefiah ~al preferments inro the hands of the 
archUiihop of Cologne, and fold his own effate, giving fhe 
money to the poor, rc/erving only to himfelf ten marks of iilver, 

a mule, and /acred veilments and ornaments for the altar. 

Thus 
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Thus divefted of all that could engage his ftay in his own 
country, he travelled barefoot to St. Giles's in Languedoc 
where pope Gelafius II. was at that time. He threw himfelf 
at his Holinefs's feet, and, with extraordinary compun&ion, 
made to him a general confeffion of his whole life, begging 
abfoJution of all his paft difbrders, efpecially of the irregularity 
committed in his receiving the holy orders of deacon and prieft 
at the fame time, without obferving the interfaces prefcribed by. 
the canons, though it had been done by the dilpenfation of his 
diocefan. He ch ear fully offered himfelf to make any fatif- 
faction, and obtained of the pope faculties to preach the gofpcl ' 
where he judged proper. It was then the depth of winter. j 
Yet he walked barefoot through the fnow, and inflamed with 
an ardent love of God, and defire of promoting his glory, 
feemed infenfible to the rigours of the feafon. His whole life] 
was a perpetual lent, and he never took his meal till evening,; 
except on Sundays. He preached penance with incredible fruit 
over the provinces of Languedoc, Guienne, Poitou and Or- 
leanois. Till he came to Orleans, he had been accompanied 
only by two laymen : but paifing through that city, was joined 
by a fubdeacon, who defired to afiift him in his miffion. His 
three difciples all fell fick, and died at Valenciennes in Hay- 
nault, in 1 1 1 9. In that city, Burchard bifliop of Cambray, 
who had been acquainted with the faint in the emperour's 
court, meeting him, was extremely edified with his humility, 
penance and zeal ; and Hugh, his chaplain, quitting his hopes 
and profpecls in the world, refolved to accompany Norbert in 
his apoftolical labours : this great man afterwards fucceeded 
him in the government of his order. With this companion 
the faint preached penance thiough all Haynault, Brabant and 
the territory of Liege. The people crowded to hear him 
wherever he came, and his fermons, enforced and illuftrated by 
an evangelical life, procured the converfion of great numbers, 
reconciled thofc that were at variance, and engaged ufurers and 
others to make reftitution of their ill-gotten goods. 

Pope Calixtus II. having fucceeded Gelafius II. in in<j> 
Norbert went to Rhcims, where his Holinefs held a council j 
foon after his exaltation. The prelates of that aflcmbly were: 
no Icfs charmed with the eloquence, wifdom and piety or this 
great fervant of God, than amazed at the auftcrity of his 
penance, which fomc advifed him in vain to moderate. He was 
introduced to the pope, who was one of the greatcft men tliat 
had filled the apoftolick chair, by Bartholomew bifliop of La«n> 
and obtained a frefn grant of the privileges and faculties he had 
received from his predeceflbr. That prelate earncftly requcit^i 

that his HoJint-fe would allow him to fix the holy man m ^ 
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diocefc, that he might employ him in reforming the regular 
canons of St. Martin's church at Laon, The pope readily 
confented, but thefe canons could not be induced to fubmit to 
his fevere regulations. Wherefore the zealous bifhop gave the 
holy man the choice of feveral places to build a houfe. The 
faint pitched upon a lonefome valley called Premonrre, in the 
foreft of Coucy, where he found the remains of a fmall chapel, 
which bore the name of St. John, but flood in fo barren a foil, 
that the monks of St. Vincent at Laon, the proprietors of it, 
had abandoned it. The bifhop bought of them this defert 
piece of land, and there built a monaflery for the faint, who 
affembled out of Brabant thirteen brethren, defirous to ferve 
God under his direction. Their number foon increafed to 
forty, who made their profeflion on Chriftmas-day, in 1121. 
The faint gave them the rule of St. Auftin, with a white habit, 
deftining them, in imitation of the angels in heaven, to ilng 
the divine praifes on earth. Their manner of living was very 
auftere ; but their Order is no other than a reformation of Regu- 
lar canons. It was foon fpread over feveral parts of Europe. 
Among the foundations made by our faint, that of St. Michael's 
at Antwerp was attended with circumftances which were illuftri- 
ous proofs of his zeal. That town was then in the diocefe of 
Cambray, and conflfted at that time but of one parifh, which 
fell into the hands of an unworthy paftor, by whofe floth and 
irregular con duel: the flock was funk into great diforders. 
Tankclin, a bold and eloquent heretick, took his advantage of 
this unhappy, ftate of the church at Antwerp, and openly af- 
fcrted that the inftitution of the pricfthood is a ficlion, and that 
the eucharift and other facraments are of no fervice to falvation. 
He drew after him 3000 perfons, who believed him a great 
prophet, and were ready to commit any outrages to fupport his 
impious extravagances. After he had fpread his errours in the 
diocefes of Utrecht, Cambray, and the adjacent churches, lur- 
ing the people with magnificent banquets, and praclifing the 
moft filthy abominations of the GnoHicks, he was fliin, in 
in J, in thofe tumults which himfelf had rai fed, meeting with 
the ufual fate of the authors of (editions, and didurbcrs of the 
publick peace. The combuflion, however, continued ft ill to 
1 age with no lefs fury than ever, and to fill the whole country 
with defolation. The reputation of the fanelity and erudition 
of Norbcrt attracted the eyes of all Europe : and the canons ot 
Antwerp, in this diftrefs of their church, being joined by Bur- 
chard their bifhop, who redded at Cambray, implored hi*: 
charitable afliflance. The faint loft 110 time, and ai rived at 
Antweip with a ib\c6l number of his canons who laboured 
under his direction. Such was the fuccefs of this mi/lion, that 
Vo l. II. T p in 
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in a fliort time the people were undeceived, the hereticks con- 
verted, abufes reformed, and the city reftored to its 
former tranquility and luftrc. The clergy of Antwerp 
fettled St. Michael's church on the faint and his Order; and 
removed the ancient college of fecular canons to our Lady's, 
which, in 1559, was creeled by pope Paul IV, into a cathedral, 
when Antwerp was made a hi/hop's fee. The bifhop of Cam- 
bray confirmed the donation of St. Michael's to the faint in 11 24. 
JSt. Norbert revived the devotion of the people to the holy facra- 
ment of the altar, and its frequent ufe, which herefy had inter- 
rupted, and had the comfort to fee this church flourifli in piety 
before he returned to his firft fettlement. His Order was then 
much increafed, and contained ten abbeys, and 800 religious 
men. Amongfl others who embraced his rule, count Godfrey, 
a nobleman of high renown in the empire, put on the habit at 
Floreff* near Namur, and led an exemplary life in that convent, 
ferving God in the humble quality of a lay- brother. Several 
other perfons of dill motion, fled from the corruption of the 
world to the fanctuaries cftablifhed by this great director in the 
paths of falvation. His inftitute had been approved by the 
legates of Calixtus II. but a more folemn confirmation being 
judged neceflary, St. Norbert undertook a journey to Rome, in 
1 1 25. Pope Honorius II. who had fucceeded Calixtus II. in 
the clofe of the foregoing year, and was a great encourager of 
learning, and of good men, received him with all poffible 
marks of refpecl: and afFcclion, and granted all he defired, as 
appears by his bull dated in the February following. The faint 
at his return to Premontre, put the abbey of St. Martin's at 
Laon, under his rule, which the canons then demanded, though 
they had rejected it fix or feven years before. The abbey ot 
Viviers, in the diocefe of Soiilbns, made the fame ffep. Theo- 
bald, a prime nobleman of France, defired to embrace his Or- 
der ; but the faint diverted him from that delign, fhewing him 
that God, by the fituation in which he had placed him in the 
world, pointed out what he required at his hands ; he made 
him fenlible that his obligations to his family and bleeding 
country were ties in confeiencc, and that by faithfully ac- 
quitting himfclf of them, he would mod effectually labour to 
advance the honour, and accomplifh the will, of God. 

"Not bcrt., having completed the great work of the eflablifii- 
ment of his Order, was obliged to quit his monsiiteiy, to be 
placed in a more exalted ftation for the benefit of many. 1 he 
count of Champagne who did nothing of importance with- 
out the advice and direction of our faint, took him into (Jer- 
inany, whither he was going to conclude a treaty of marriage 
l>Ltv\em hi 111 fc If" and JYiaud, a niece to the hi/hop of Ratilbon. 
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After the death of the unhappy emperour Henry V. Lo* 
thaire II. duke of Saxony was chofen king of the Romans in 
1125, though he was only crowned emperour at Rome in 
1 1 32, by pope Innocent II. This excellent prince 5 whofe reign 
was equally, glorious and religious was holding a diet at Spire, 
when the count and St, Norbert arrived at that city. Deputies 
from the city of Magdeburg were come to the fame place to 
folicit Lothaire for an archbimop in the room of Roger, who 
died the year before. Two perfons were propofed for that dig- 
nity : but Lothaire preferred Norbert to them both. At his 
name the deputies rejoiced exceedingly ; and indeed the faint 
was the only perfon not pleafed with the nomination. The 
pope's legate, cardinal Gerard who afterwards fat in St. Peter's 
chair under the name of Lucius III. made ufe of his authority 
to oblige him to comply. The deputies of Magdeburg took 
him with them to that city, where he was met at a diftance by 
the principal perfons and by his clergy. He followed the pro- 
ceffion barefoot, and was conducted to the church, and thence 
to his palace. But his drefs was fo mean and poor, that the 
porter fhut the door againfl him, faying : cc Why will you go 
" in to difturb my lords ?" Thofe that followed cried out: 
" He is our bifhop." The faint faid to the porter : " Brother* 
" you know me better than they do who have raifed fuch a 
" one to this dignity." In this high ftation the aufterity of 
his life was the fame he had pra&ifed in a cloifter, only his 
humility was more confpicuous. By the joint weight of his 
authority, eloquence and example, he made a great reformation 
both in the clergy and laity of his diocefe ; and by his ftrenuous 
and undaunted refolution, he recovered a confiderablc part of 
the lands of his church which had fallen into the hands of cer- 
tain powerful fccular princes. But his zeal made thofc his 
enemies whom his charity could not gain to their duty. They 
loaded him with injuries, decried him among themfelves, and 
encouraged one another in their difobedience and contempt of 
ins perfon, calling him a Arranger, whofe manners were oppofite 
to theirs. To fuch an excefs did their nu'c carry them, that" 
iome even made attempts upon his life. One who law him/elf 
obliged by the faint to renounce his licentious manner of life, 
"iruJ a villain to allaflinate him iimlcr pretence of going to con- 
'j-won on Maundy Thurfday. The faint was auprifed of his 
'■clipi, as fome authors ufiiim, by revelation, and he raufed him 
P Marched as he came in, and a dagger was found upon 
nni - Another fhot an arrow at the faint, which only miffed 
M lm J l() wound another that was near him. Ol thefe villainies 
; u| bou oiily faid, without the leait emotion ; u Can you he 

P p i <£ fin pi i fed 



* c furprifed, that the devil after having offered violence to our 
* c divine head, fhould a Haul t his members ?'* He always par- 
doned the alTalEns, and fhewed himfelf ever ready to lay 
tfo.wn his life In the defence of truth, and jufiice. By his pa- 
tience and. un/hak;ejn courage he, in three years, broke through 
the chief difficulties which obftru&ed the reformation of man- 
ners he laboured to introduce* and from that time he carried on 
the work, and performed the vifltation of his diocefe^ with eafe 
and incredible fuccefs. He continued ft ill to fuperintend the 
obfervance of difcipline in his Order, though upon his epifcopal 
cpn fee ration, he had left the government thereof to his firft 
difciple Hugh. The fourth general chapter confifted of eigh- 
teen abbots. 

After the death of pope HonoriusII. an unhappy fchifm di. 
vided the church. Innocent II. was duly chofen on the four- 
teenth of February 1130: notwithftanding which, Peter, the 
fon of Leo, under the name of AnacletusII. was acknow- 
ledged at Rome., and by Roger duke of Sicily. The true 
pope v/as obliged: to fly into France, where he held councils at 
Clermont, Rheirns and Puy in Velay. St. Bernard and St. 
Norbert laboured vigoroufly to prevent or remedy the diforders 
which the fchifm brought into many places. St. Norbert af- 
filed for this purpofe at the council which the pope afTembled 
at, Rheims in 1131. Upon his return home the emperour Lo- 
thaire, who refolved to march with, an army to Rome, to put 
Innocent II. in poflefiion of the. Lateran church, in 1132, car- 
ried, our holy bifhop with him in. that expedition, trufting that 
his piety, pi avers* and zealous exhortations would contribute 
very much to the fuccefs of his undertaking: and the event 
anfwercd his expectations. The faint returned to Magdeburg, 
where he fell ill, and after four months tedious ficknefs, died 
the death of the juft, on the fixth of June, in the eighth year 
of his epifcopal dignity, the 53d of his age, of our Redemption 
.C134. He v/as canonized, by Gregory XIII. in 1582. His 
body remained at Madgcburg, till that city embraced the 
Lutheran doctrine and revolted. The emperour Charles V. 
laid fiegc to it 3 but was prevailed upon to withdraw his army 
for a great Aim ol money. In the reign of Ferdinand II. the 
I^uthciaji magiiiTates 5 at the rcqneft of the Norbertine order, 
and of many princes, confenfed, that the body of St. Norbert 
(hpuld be removed out of their city. The emperour ordered 
that it fhould be tnmflatcd to Prague : which was done with 
great pomp in 1027. The facrcd trcafure was carried into 
that city by fourteen abbots with their mitres on, and laid in 

the church called of Mount Sion> all thu orders of the city at- 
tending 
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tending the ceremony in the mod folemn and magnificent pro- 
ceffion 

St. Norbert is ufually painted holding a ciborium in his 
hand. He is diftinguifhed by this fymbol, on account of his 
extraordinary devotion to the bleflcd lacrament. He incul- 
cated in all his fermons the. frequent ufe of this divine food, 
being fenfible from daily experience, and from the words of 
Truth itfelf, that aneglecl, and much more a diftafte or loathing 
of the holy communion, is a deplorable fymptom of a mofl dan^ 
gcrous {rate in a fpiritual life. Afhort interval in order to a bitter 
preparation is often a wholefome counfel, and fometimes a necef- 
j'ary duty. But cc he who feldom approaches s becaufe he ■ is 
» tepjd and cold, is like one who mould fay, I never ap- 
proach the fiie, becaufe I am cold : I have not recourfe to 
the phyfician, becaufe I am fick," as the devout Gerfon. 
writes (i). This divine facrament is the moft powerful 
flrengthener of our weaknefs, the fovereign remedy of our 
fpiritual miferies, and the fource of heavenly comfort to alle- 
viate the labours and forrows of our mortal pilgrimage. The 
deeper fenfe we have of our fpiritual indigence, with fo much 
the greater eagernefs ought we continually to cry out: If I 
fiail but touch the hem of his garment, I Jhall be faved {%). Can 
we flight the moft tender invitations of our divine Redeemer r* 
Can we difobey his repeated commands, and contemn his 
threats (3) ? Above all, can we be in fenfible to that excefs of 
infinite love, by which he has wrought fo many wonders, that he 
might here abide in us by the ftrongeft alliance (4) ? That perfon 
cannot love Jefus who is not folicitous to unite himfelf often 
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(1) Gerfon, 1. de Prcepar. MilTk;. 
$2, 54. (4) John vi. 57. 

(<-/) The order of the Pre- 
monllrntcnfians or Norhertins, 
according to Helyot, is divided 
into thirty provinces, and con- 
tains 1300 monafreries of men, 
anil 400 of women. In its pri- 
mitive inftitntion it was very 
auUere, The religious never 
wore linen, and obferved a per- 
petual abllinence from ilefh, and 
a yearly rigorous fall of many 
months. For Hubert de Romanis, 
tta difciplc of St. Dominick, 
and general ol his order, writes 

that his holy founder borrowed 



(2) Matt.ix. 



(3) John iv. 



thefe obfervanecs from the Pre- 
monilracenlian ride Butfeveral 
mitigations were introduced into 
it : which gave occafion to va* 
rious reformations approved by 
Gregory (X. and Engonius IV. 
and one in Spain, of all others 
the molt rigorous, confirmed by 
Gregory XI II. The Premon- 
itratenfians, were called by our 
anceltors White Canons, and had 

in Kngland thirty fivchoui'es, ac- 
cording to biihop Tanner. Not. 
M on all. Pref. 
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with him in this facrament of love. The devil employs all his 
artifices to deprive us of this feed of immortality, as the fathers 
ft vie it. Holofernes, when he befieged Bethulia, feeing the 
place impregnable, attempted to tqke it by flopping the pipes 
which conveyed water to the city, being fure by this ftratagem 
to reduce it. In like manner the devil feeks to draw a foul 
from this banquet, that when Ihe has )oR her ftrength, he may 
make her an eafy prey. St. Ambrofe(^) applies to this fpiritual 
food that pafTage of the pfalmift : They that go far from tbee y 
fiallperijb ( 5 ) . 

(5) Pfal. bcxii. 27. 
[!?) St. Ambr. in Pfal. cxviii. Do mine, de hoc pane fc rip turn eft, &c. 

On the fame DAY 

St. Philip the Deacon. So much was the number of the faith- 
ful incrcafed after the firft fermons of St. Peter, that the apolllcs 
being entirely taken up in the miniftry of the word, it was judged 
proper to chooie feven men, full of the fpirit of God and wifdoxn, 
to have care of the poor, under the name of deacons, ox minitters. 
St. Philip is named the fecond in this catalogue (1), who, according 
to St. Jfidore of Pelufmm, was a native of Czefarea in Paleltint*. 
The deacons were not confined to what feemed to give birth to the 
institution : for at that time the divine myfteries were fometimes 
adminittered to the faithful at a fupper, as appears from St. Paul (2), 
though afterwards the apoftles ordered that the ble/Tcd euchaiiit 
fhouid only be received by perfons falling, as St. Auftin obferves, 
and is clear from Tertullian and others. Only the priefls could con- 
fecrate the holy myfteries : but deacons often delivered the cup{<?}. 
That the deacons were appointed to miniiter in the holy xnyllcrics, 
(and this probably by an cxprefs order of Chrill) is manifeft from 
the holy fcriptures, and from the writings of the difciples of the 
apoillee. In their f.ril inftitution they were ordained by an impo- 
sition of hands with prayer (3). St. Paul requires aim oil the fame 
conditions in the deacons as in biihops or priclts, and that they be 
tried before they be admitted into the miniftry (4). St. Jgnatiu:. 
writing to the Trallians \$) t calls the deacons, the minijlers tf the 
7Ji\fsc7iei of jf efus CbrijL And to the Smyrnreans he /ays: Reve- 
rence the deacons as the precept of the Lord (6.) Jn his other epiflles, he 
ufualJy joins the deacons with the priells and bifhops as facred 111 i - 

niilcii 

(1) Acls vi. 5. (2) 1 Cor. {3) Acts vi. 6. (4] 1 Tim. 

5ii. 8. (5) Ep. adTralliau, n. z. p. 62. (6) Kp. ad Smyrii. 
11. 7. p. 37. 

(.7) This is clear from Conftit. A pod. 1. H. c. 13. St. Cypr. 
1 deLapfis. and the author of QnatfU Vet. & JNovi Tell, c. 101, 
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nifters in the church, St Cyprian calls deacons the miniftcrs of the 
epifcopacy, and of the church (7) . The facred functions in which dea- 
cons were employed, were lit, To mini Iter to the prieit a: the facri - 
iiceofthe euchariit, as Sc. Laurence certifies in his famous words to 
pope Sixtus, recorded by St, Ambrofe (8). 2dly, To bap- 
tize in the abfence of the prieft. 3dly, To preach the divine word. 
The holy deacon St. Philip excelled fo much in preaching the gof- 
pel, that he acquired the name of Evangeliit, by which he is dif- 
tinguiftied in the Acls of the Apofiles (9). After the martyrdom of 
St. Stephen, the difciples being difperfed into feveral places, St. 
Philip rlrft carried the light of the gofpel into Samaria. The peo- 
ple of that country liftencd with one accord to his difcourfes, and 
by feeing the miracles which he wrought in confirmation of the 
doctrine he delivered, great numbers were converted to the faith. 
For many who were poffefTed by unclean fpirits were delivered, and 
others afflicted with palfies or Iamenefles were healed (10). 

At that time one Simon, furnamed the Magician, made a great 
figure in Samaria. He was a native of Gitton in that country, and 
before the arrival of St. Philip, had acquired a great reputation in 
the city of Samaria, feducing the people, whom he had for a long 
time bewitched with his magical practices, as St. JLuke tefliJies (1 1), 

who adds : That they all gave car to him from the icaji to the great e fl, 
laying : This man is the fewer of God, which is catted great. 

The infernal fpirit fought to oppofe thefe illufions and artifices to 
the true miracles of Chriit; as he was fufTered to afliit the magicians 
of Pharaoh againit Mofes. But God, when he permits the devil to 
exert in fuch an extraordinary manner his natural itrength and 
powers, always furmfbes his fervants with means of difcerning and 
confounding the impofture. Accordingly the clear miracles wrought 
by Philip put the magician quite out of countenance. Being himfelf 
witnefs to them, and feeing the people run to Philip, to be baptized 
by him, he alfo believed, or pretended to believe ; and being bap- 
tized, Ihick clofe to Philip, hoping to attain to the power of effect- 
ing miracles like thofc which he law him perform. The npofllesat 
Jerufalem hearing of the converiion of Samaria, lent thither SS. 
Peter and John to confirm the converts by the impofition of hands, 
which facrament only bifhops could confer. With the grace of this 
lacramcnt at that time were ufually conferred certain external gifts 
of the miraculous powers. Simon feeing thele communicated to the 
laity by the impofition of the hands of the apoitle<, circled them 
money, faying: Give me a 1/0 this powtr, that < 11 whomfoenj&r I Jhall 
ins my hand;, he may reai-ve the Holy Ghofi. Hut St. Peter laid to him :. 
Keep thy 7/io /i ey to thyfelf\ to perijb with thee, hecaufe t»»u h/.jt thought 
that the. gift if God 7/1 ay be ptirchitjs'il <voith vinncv . l)>> p- nance ftom thiz 
thy nvickednefs : eihd pi ay t.j God* if perhaps this thoioht of thy heart 
maybe jbrgi>vtn thee. Far J fee than art in the gall of hide* nrji y an, I 
engaged in the bonds of iniquity. Simon being in that evil di/pofitioi* 

l'p | was- 

(/) S. Cypr. ep. 65. ed. Pain. (8) L. 1. Ojflie. c. 41. 

M Aa. xx'i. 8. See Grotius, ib, (10) AcU viii. i>, 

*fj Aa. viii. ik. - 
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was incapable of receiving the gifts of the Holy Ghofl, at leaft in- 
teriour fanctifying grace. Nor did he fincerely feek this. How- 
ever, fearing the threat of temporal evils, he anfvvered: Piay y ou 

Jbr me io the Lord, that none cf thefe things may come upon 

me. From this crime of Simon, the iln of felling any fpirimal 
thing for a temporal price, which both the law of nature, and 
the pofitive divine law moft feverely condemn, is called Simony : 
and to maintain that practice lawful is ufually termed in the canon 
law the here fy of Simon Magus. We have no farther account of 
this impoftor in the holy fcriptures, except that he and his difciples 
feem marked out by St. Paul and St. Jude(iz); and St. janies 
proves againft them (13) the neceffity of good works to falvation. 
St. Peter alfo draws their portraitin the moft frightful colours ( 14). The 
fathers generally look upon the converfion of Simon to the faith as 
an act of hypociify. founded only in ambition and temporal views, 
and in the hope of purchanng the gifts of the Holy Gholl which 
he afcribed to a fuperiour art magick. We learn from St. Epipha- 
nius(i5), St. Ircnrcus (16), Tertullian (17), Theoderet { 1 8), and 
other fathers, that he afterwards pretended to be the Melfias, and 
called himlelf the power of God, who was defcended on earth to 
fave men, and to re-eflabliih the order of the univerfe which he af- 
firmed had been difturbed by the ambition of the angels driving 
which mould be the firft, and enflaving men under their govern- 
ment of the world. He faid, that to hold man in their captivity, 
they had invented the law of good works, whereas he taught that 
faith alone fufftceth to falvation. He pretended that the world was 
created by angels, who afterward revolted from God, and ufurped 
an undue power in it. Yet he ordered them to be honoured, and 
Sacrifices to be offered to the Father by the mediation of thefe 
powers, not to beg their fuccour, but to appeafe them that they 
might not obflrucl: our defigns on earth, nor hurt us after our death. 
This fuperftitious worfliip of the angels was a downright idolatry, 
and was condemned by St. Paul (If). See on it Tertullian, St. 
Epiphanius and Theodoret. Simon rejected the Old Teltament, 
faying it was framed by the angels, and that he was come to abolifh 
it. Having purchafed a beautiful prollitutc at Tyre, he called her 
JJelena, and faid flic was the firll intelligence, and that the Father 

through her bad created the angels. lie often called himlelf the 

Holy 

(12) zTim.iii. 1,2,3,8, 13. Jud. 4. (13) Jac. ii. 14. 

(14) 2 Pet. ii. 1,2,3, 13. (1 c) St. JLpiph luer. 21. (16) St. 

Irenams, 1. 1. c. 20. (17) Prater, c. 33. {18) Uxict. 

J/abul. c. i, 5,9. 

(/;) Cololf. ii. 18. Theodoret cil of Laodicea in thofe parts 

fays, that this fupcrllitious wor- had condemned it. Can. 35. ed. 

lhip of auj'vlh continued long in Jievcrcg. T. 1. p. 4/j8. ^)n 

Phrygia and Pifulia, and that which read the comments of" 

ib n 1 c oi' their oratories weie JJalfamon, Zonaras and Ariite- 

tiandiiic in his time. Comm. mis. Ibid, 
in Coloif. ii. p. 3 q q . The coun- 
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Holy GhoU 5 which name he iometimes gave alfo to Helena. He 
required divine honours to be paid to himfelf under the figure of 
jupiter, and to Helena under that of Minerva. He denied free- 
will, and fowed the feeds of the abominations afterwards propagat- 
ed by the Gnofticks. His extravagant fyftem was a medley 
formed from Paganifm, and the Chriftian, Jewiih, and Samaritan 
doftrines. He itrove in all things to rival Chrift. His journey to 
Rome will be mentioned in the life of St. Peter. St. Philip had the 
affliction, amidfl the fpiritual fuccefs of his mini/by, to fee the hy- 
pocrify of this moniter, and the havock of fouls made by his im- 
piety and blafphemies. Chrift himfelf was pleafed to fuffer much 
contradiction in his doctrine, to teach his difciples patience and meek- 
nefs under the like tirals from the obftinacy of impenitent fmners. 
If their labours were always fuccefsful, where would be the crown 
of their patience ? 

St. Philip was probably ftill at Samaria, when an angel appearing 
to him, ordered him to go fouthward to a road that led from Jeru- 
salem to Gaza. There he found an Ethiopian eunuch, one of the 
principal ©fficers in the court of queen Candace, and her high trea- 
jiircr, who being a jew had made a religious vifit to the temple, 
and was then on his road homewards (<-). Such was his affection to 
thefacred writings, that he was reading the prophecy of Jfaiah as 
he was travelling in his chariot. The pafTage on which he was me- 
ditating happened to be that (19) in which the prophet fpeaking of 
the Paflion of Chrift, fays he was led like a flieep to the llaughter ; 
that his humiliation was crowned, his ignominious condemnation be- 
ing taken away by the glory 0/ his refurre&ion : for who can ex- 
plain his eternal generation, or the glorious reiurrection of his hu* 
inanity, which is as it were a fecond miraculous birth. St. Philip 
expounded to him this text, which the eunuch did not understand, 
inilrufted him peifeclly in the faith, and baptized him. After 
which, the eunuch returning home full of joy, became* the apoflle 
and catechift of Ethiopia his country, as St. Jerom allures us (20) 
from Eufebius. The Abyfiinians to this day regard him as their 
apoltle. As for St. Philip, when he had baptized his illullrious 
convert, he was conveyed by God to Aizotus, where he publimed 
the gofpel, and in all the other towns in his way to CaHarca, the 
place of his ordinary refidence. Twenty -four years afterwards, St. 
fctill, when he came thither in 58, lodged in his houfe. His four 

daughters 

(19) Ha. liii. 7. as read in 1)1070. (20) St. Hieron. in Ifa, 
liii. & ep. 10 j. Eufcbius hill. 1. 2. S. Ircn. 1. 3 c. 12. 



(0 Thefe Ethiopians inhabit- called Candace. Some fay, 

<u the peirinfuhi of Meroe, lying from Pliny, I. 6. c. 79. and 

j J » the welt, adjoining to the Strabo, 1 17 that Candace was 

lou'cr part of Egypt. Women the name of all the queens of 

dually reigned in that country, that country. See Calmct. 
w many or their queens were 
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daughters were virgins and propheteftes (21). St. Jerom fay S) t jj ey 
preferved their virginity by vow, or at leaft out of devotion (22), 
The fame Father thinks their gift of prophecy was the recom- 
pence of their chaftity (23). St Philip probably died at Crefarea. 
It was the apoftle St. Philip who died at Hierapolis, whofe death 
and daughters fome have confounded with the deacon's. 

On St. Claude, biftiop of Befanzon, and abbot, fee the life of St, 
Oyeind, Jan. 1. 



JUNE 8. 

St. PAUL Biihop of Conftantinople, M. 

From St. Athanafms> Socrates^ Soz>omcn> &c. 

A. D. 350. 

ST, Paul was a native of TheiTalonica, but deacon of 
the church of Conftantinople, in 340, when the bifhop 
Alexander, lying on his death bed, recommended him for 
his fucceflbur. He was accordingly chofen, and being a 
great mafler in the art of fpeaking, and exceeding zealous 
in the defence of the catholick faith, he was a terrour to the 
Arians. Macedonius, who was paflionately in love with that 
dignity, and fupported by a powerful faction of the here- 
ticks, fpread abroad many calumnies againft the new bifhop. 
But the accufation being deftitute of all probability, he was 
obliged to drop the charge ; and he fo well acted the part 
of a hypocrite, that he was foon after ordained prieft by St. 
Paul. However, Eufebius of Nicomedia, who was the 
ringleader of the Arians, and had been already tranflatcd 
from the fee of Bcrytus to that of Nicomedia, againft the 
canons, began to call: his ambitious eye on that of Conftan- 
tinople, revived the old flanders, and impeached Paul ialic- 
ly, alleging that he had led a diforderly life before his con- 
fecration : and, fecondly, that he ought not to have been 
chofen bifhop, without the confent of the two neighbouring 
metropolitans of Heraclea and Nicomedia. The election of 
Paul had happened during the a b fence of Conftantius. '1 his 

was made a third article of the impeachment ; and the two 

aggerati'd 

(21) Aft. xxi. 8. (22) L. J. contra Jovin. c. 24. (23) % ,b> ' 
Sc Kp. 78. c. 16. 
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former having been eafily confuted, this was fo much ex- 
acro-erated to that prince, as a contempt of his imperial dig- 
nity , that St. Paul was unjuftly depofed by an alTembly of 
Arian prelates, and the ambitious Eufebius placed in his fee, 
in 340. Our faint feeing hinifelf rendered ufeJefs to his 
flock, whilft Arianifm reigned triumphant in the Eafl under 
the protection of Conftantius, took fhelter in the Weft 
in the dominions of Confrans. He was graciouily received 
by that prince, and by St. Maximums at Triers, and afcer a 
Ihort flay in that city, went to Rome, where he found St. 
Athanafius, and aflifted at the council held by pope Julius ia 
341, of about eighty bifhops, in the church in which, as 
St. Athanafius informs us, the priefr Vito was accuftomed to 
hold afTemblies of the people ; that is, was priefr. of that 
parifh. This is that Vito who, with Vincent and Ofius, 

of St. Sylvefler in the council of Nice. 
By this iynod St. Athanafius, Marcellus of Ancyra, and 
St. Paul were ordered to be reffored to their refpec- 
tive fees. And pope Julius, as Socrates and Sozomen 
relate (a) by virtue of his authority in the church, fent them 
back with letters to the Eaftern bifhops, requiring them to 
icftore them to their bifliopricks. The excellent letter of 
pope Julius to the oriental bifhops, is preferved by St. Athana- 
fius (j). The pope particularly reproves the perfecutors for 
having prefumed to judge bifhops even of the principal fees 
which the apoftles had governed, without having fir ft writ to 
him according to cuftom (b). 

St. Paul went back to Conftantinople, but could not re- 
cover his fee till the death of his powerful antagonift, who had 
ufurped it, made way for him in 342. Though the catho- 
licks took that opportunity to rein/late him in his dignity, 
the Arians who were headed by Theognis of Nice, and Tbeo- 
dorus of Heraclea, conftituted Macedonius their bifhop. I his 
ichifmatical ordination was followed by a furious fedition, in 
which almoil the whole city ran to arms, and feveraJ peifons 

loft 

(1) Apud St. Athanaf. Apol. contra Arianos, p. 141. 



(») Et quo tit am propter fi'dis 
h&mtutem omnium cttra ud if/ttm 
Jfi'siulhit, fu am cut que tcctefiam 
rfituit : Socmen, L 3. c. S. td. 
' ' • Cum yulio Roma?: w urbis 
Hj^'-po can/am fuam expojuijjlnt 
Uii > qu<v tji Roman re t cdr/i. v pr/v- 
r <piti-v« t Hbei iori bus lit (iris eo$ 
'yviuM/oj in critHtem remifet, 
H'dhjeJem fuam rejlitutm, Sj- 



crates \ I. 2. c. 1 

( b) sin igncrafis banc tjfr con- 
fuetudi a (■//!, ut pi: mum nobis /trr- 
baiur 9 tt bine quod juflutn rjl de- 

crtnatur. -Zl'''- acttpimtis a bra to 
Vitro /Ipojt'jlo) ea 'Lo/uj JigniJUo * 
nun Jlnpturns tame//, qiaui nota 
apud cm fits fa txtfhmem t.iji /nt,i' 

Pt //a Junt ) noi (O/itut hnjl'tnt , J alius 
J pud +4 the ti t i. 1 r ? . 



and 
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loft their lives. Conftantius, who was then at Antioch, up~ 
on the news of thefe commotions, ordered his general Her- 
mogenes, who was going into Thrace, to pais by Conftanti- 
nople, and drive Paul out of the city. The general found the 
mob in too violent a ferment, and whilft he endeavoured to 
execute his commiffion by force, loft his own life. This 
outrage drew Conftantius himfelf to Conftantinople in the 
depth of winter. At the intreaty of the fenate he pardoned 
the people, but banifhed Paul. Neverthelefs he refufed to 
confirm the election of Macedonius, on account of his (hare 
in the late fedition. St. Paul feems to have retired back to 
Triers. We find him again at Conftantinople in 344, with 
letters of recommendation from the ernperour of the Wcfh 
Conftantius only allowed his re-eftablifhment for fear of his 
brother's arms, and the faint's fituation in the Eaft continued 
very uneafy - 3 for he had much to fuffer from the power 
malice of the Arian party. He hoped for a redrefs from the 

council of Sardica in 347. The Eufebians withdrawing to 
Philippopolis thundered out an excommunication againft St. 

Paul, St. Athanafius, pope Julius, and feveral other pillars 
of the catholick faith. The death of Conftans, in 350, left 
Conftantius at full liberty to treat the catholicks as he pleafed. 
Upon application made to him by thofe of his party, he 
fent from Antioch, where he then was, an order to Philip his 
Prsefectus-Praetorio, to drive Paul out of the church and city 
of Conftantinople, and to place Macedonius in his fee. 
Philip being attached to the Arian party, but fearing a fe- 
dition from the great affection which the people bore their 
paftor, privately fent for him to one of the publiclc baths ot 
the city, and there fhewed him the empcrour's commiffion. 
The faint fubmitted chearfuliy, though his condemnation was 
in every rcfpcdl notorioufly irregular. The people fufpcfl- j 
ing fomc foul defign, flocked about the door : but Philip 1 
cauied a paflagc to be made, bv breaking down a window ; 
on the other fide of the building, and fent him under a , 
fafc guard to the palace, which was not far oft. From thence j 
he was {hipped away to Thclfalonica, and at fir ft allowed to 
choofc the place of his exile. But his enemies toon repent- 
ed of this mildnefs : and he was loaded with chains, and lent 
to Singara in Mcfopotamia. From thence he was canicclto 
Eincfa in Syria, and afterwards to Cucufus, n liiiall town on 
the confines of (Jnppadocia and Armenia, famous for its kv\ 
air, and unhealthlul lituation in the defarts of mount I :nints. 
Here he was confined in a clofe dark place, and left to llarve 
to death. After he had parted fix days without food, he 

was, to the (.neat difappointmcnt of his enemies, found alive. 
3 u 1 1 Upon 
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upon which they ftrangled him, and gave out that he 
died after a fhort flcknefs, Philagius, an Arian officer, 
who was upon the fpot when this was executed, told 
the whole affair to feveral perfons, from whom St. A- 
thanafius had it. His martyrdom happened in 350, or 
The divine vengeance foon overtook Philip, who the 
iame year was deprived of his honours and eflate, and ba- 
nifhed. The Arians from this time remained rnafters of the 
church of Conflantinople till the year 379, when St. Gre- 
gory Nazianzen was chofen bifhop. The body of St. Paul 
was brought to Ancyra in Galatia, and by the order of Theo- 
dofius the Great was thence tranflated to Conftantinop!e 9 
38r, about thirty years after his death. It was buried 
there, in the great church built by Macedonius, which 
from that time was known by no other name than that of St. 
Paul. His remains were removed to Venice, in 1226 
where they are kept with great refpeft in the church of St! 
Laurence. 

The Arian emperour Conftantius objected to the catholicks 
the profperity of his reign, as a proof of the juftice and truth, 
of his caufe : but he had not then feen the ifTue. When 
Polycrates of Samos boafted that fortune was in his pay, he 
little thought that he fhould fhortly after end his life at Sar- 
ins on a crofs. The fmiles of the world are ufualJy, to im- 
penitent finners, the moft dreadful of all divine judgments* 
By profperity they are blinded in their pa/Hons, and cc re- 
" femble victims fattened for ilaughter, crowned for a fa- 
"crifice," according to the elegant rjxpreffion of Minutius 
Felix (3). Of this we may underftand the divine threat of 
Ihcwing them temporal mercy : Let us have pity cn the wic- 
kdrmi, and he will not learn jujlice (4.). Upon which words 
*t. -Bernard cries out : " This temporal mercy of God is 
l*| more cruel than any anger. O Father of mercies, remove 
jar horn me this indulgence, excluding from the paths of 
' juftice (5)." Who does not pray, that if he err he may ra- 
te be corrected by the tendernefs of a father, than difin- 
imted as a caft-away ? Even the juft miift fufFer with 
thrift, it they hope to reign with him. He who enjoys here 

f uninterrupted flow of profperity, fails among ro cks and 

inelves-. 

Oip 



JO In oa^v. 



{•]) I fa. xx v'i 10, 



(5) Serin, az. ir? 
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On the fame Day. 

St. Robert, Abbot of New- mtnfler, in England, of the Cif- 
terrian Order. He was a native of Yorklhire, and even in his 
childhood an enemy to the ufual amufements of that age, loving 
only prayer, ferious reading, and uieful and pious employments. 1 
Having flnifhed his ftudics, he was ordained prieft, and inftituted- 
to a rectorlhip of a parilh in the diocefe of York : but after dif- \ 
charging that office fome time with great afftduity and zeal, he ; 
refigned that living, and took the religious habit in the Bene-* 
didiine monaftery of our Lady in York. Richard, the prior of ; 
this houfe, and twelve others, defiring to ferve God according 
to the primitive inftitute of the Benedidtine Order, left the mo- \ 
naftery, with leave of the abbot, and endeavouring to execute their j 
project, ftruggled with incredible hardfhips ; till Thurftan, the i 
pious archbilhop of York, gave them a defert valley called Schel- j 
dale, with the town of Sutton, where in the midft of win. j 
ter, and in extreme poverty, they founded the celebrated abbey, 
which from certain fprings was called Fountains, in 1132. The 
Ciftercian Order, which had been lately introduced into England, 
and fettled at Rievalle, was perfectly agreeable to the fervent; 
difpofitions of this holy colony ; and at their requeft the monaftery. 
of Fountains was received into it by St. Bernard, who in his let- 
ters extols the perfection and fanctity of this new nurfery of faints,.; 
which from the beginning was a model to the whole Order for, 
devotion, aufterity in fafts, labour by which all the monks pro- 
cured their fubfiftence, fervour in all religious exercifes, and 
chearfulnefs in finging afliduoufly the divine praifes. No mur- 
mur or fadnefs was known among them ; nor any ftrife or con-5 
tention ever heard of, unlefs of charity or humility : they never 
yielded to reft, till fatigued with labour ; and always came hun- 
gry from their llendcr table, which was chiefly furnilhcd with; 
pulfe and roots from their garden. St. Robert feeined fo far to' 
eclipfe the reft of this holy company by the luftre of his piety, 
that they all had their eyes on him in their religious duties, and 
iludied to tranferibe his fervour in their aclions . Ranulph of 
Morlcy, baron of Morpeth (a), paying a vifit to the inonallery 
of Fountains, five years after its foundation, was fo ftruck with 
the edifying deportment of the ter reft rial angels who inhabited 
it, that he obtained of the abbot Richard, a certain number of 
thefe monks, and built for them a inonallery, called New-niin- 
tier, near Morpeth, in Northumberland, in 11 37, of which St.: 
Robert was appointed abbot. 

'flu* faint in his new dignity thought it his duly not only to; 
walk before his brethren, but to go beyond them all in every 
religions obfeivance, and all his virtues Itemed to receive ,,c>vV 

vigour, 

{/t s This baron)* of Morpeth was (ran^fercd fiom Roger ol Mia> 

lev, the hfth baron to the loid:. of Cmvllock. 
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vigour, and a new degree of perfection in this eminent ftation. 
His afFeclion to holy prayer is not to be exprefled. He recom- 
mended to God continually thofe committed to his care, and with 
many tears poured forth his foul for them night and day. 
was favoured with the gift of prophecy and miracles. He found- 
ed another monaftery at Pipinelle or Rivebelle in Northampton- 
shire, and Jived in the itricleft union of holy friendlhip with Sc. 
Bernard alfo with St. Goderick an holy hermit in thofe parts, illite- 
rate as to fecular learning, but a moil fpiritual man. St. Robert fi- 
nilhed his courfe by a happy death on the feventh of June 1 1 59* 
Miracles attefted his fanctity to the world. He is named in the 
Roman martyrology. See Dugdale Monaft. Angl. T. 1 . p. 743. 
LeNain. T. 2. p. 397. and the Annals of his order. 




[St. MEDARD, Bifhop of Noyon, C. 

\From bis life written by Fortunatus bijhop of Poitiers^ and from 
St. Gregory of Tours, L. de Glor, Conf c. 95. and HijL 
Franc. 

A. D. 545. 



T. Mcdard, one of the moft illuftrious prelates of the 
church of France, in the fixth century, was born at Sa- 
ency in Picardy, about the year 457. His father Ne£rard 
m a noble Frenchman, who made a figure in the king's 
ourt ; and his mother Protogia was defcended of an ancient 
oman family which was fettled in Gaul. She brought to her 
lifoind fevcral great effates, and among others that of Sa- 
wcy, fituatcd about a league from Noyon. She was a lady 
f extraordinary piety, and the faintly education and early 1 * 
Ttue of her fon, were the fiuii of her attention and ex- 
mple, which was leconded by the nuthoiity and influence of 
to bufband, whom ike had gained to Uhrifr from idolatry, 
win/lilled into Medard, from his infancy, the moft tender 
Ompaflinn for the poor. At. Salency he one day gave his 
Mto a blind bej^ar f hat wa : ahuo/l naked, and when he was 
fed what he had done with it, he anlvvered, that the Jight of 
'• L> (lift rets and nakedneli. el a p« *or blind man, who was a 
-'W-incmber in Chn/f, had fo Uronjdy af holed him, that 
1 was not in his powei not t<> "he him part of his own 
Wlics. When he was employed in loukiuy after the cattle 

9 Ms lather's grounds, accuidin^ t<j the cuitom of that ar^* 

in 
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in France, even in good families as among the ancient He- 
brews, he often deprived himfelf of his dinner to divide it 
among the neceffitous. Failing was his delight in an age in 
which children feldom know what it is to curb their appe- 
tites. Thefe virtues were fupported by an uncommon fpirit 
of prayer and retirement, and a great purity and innocence of 
manners. When he was old enongh, he was fent abroad to 
be initiated in the higher ftudies ; he went ' firft to Au- 
gufta Verumanduorum, the capital of the province, and 
afterwards to Tournay, where king Childerick I. is faid to 
have kept his court. Pomp and fplendour which fo much 
dazzle the eyes of worldly men, had no charms for the faint, 
whofe foul loathed every thing in which he did not find his 
God. His parents, delighted with his happy difpofitions for 
virtue, called him back to the city of Vermand, and intreat- 
ed the bifliop to inftru£t him in the facred fcience of the holv 
Scriptures. The fcholar aftonifhed the matter both by his 
rapid progrefs in learning, and ftill more by the fervour of 
his piety, his afiiduity in prayer, his tears, with which he 
continually watered his cheeks at his devotions ; the readi- 
nefs of his obedience ; his extraordinary humility, and the 
aufterity of his mortifications : in concealing which he was 
moft ingenious. Yet all his exercifes appeared to him no 
better than floth and imperfection ; and it was his con- 
ftant complaint, that he was not allowed to do penance. Be- 
ing promoted to the priefthood in the thirty third year of his 
age, he became a bright ornament of that facred order. He 
preached the word of God to the people with an un&ion 1 
which touched the hearts of the moft hardened : but the in 
flnence of his example, by which he enforced the precepts' 
which he delivered from the pulpit, fecmed irrefiftiblc. HeJ 
employed in holy contemplation and prayer, all the time 1 
which his cxteriour functions did not claim. His fafts were? 
continual and fevere : but the perfect mortification or his 
will and paflions by meek nefs and humility, fecmed that vir^ 
tue by which he was rendered moft admirable. No mailj 
feems ever to have been more perfectly mailer of liimfc»j[ 
or to have poffefled a more conftant evennefs of temper. H 
never appeared elate with joy, or d ejected and funk by ( :ic ^ 
nefs upon any viciflitude in human affairs ; was always pat 1 en 
and ftlcnt in adverfity, fwcet, courteous, and humble in P ro ^ 
perky, affable and beneficent to all, especially to the poor* 
In 530, Alomer the bifhop of that country dying, ^ 
Med aid was unanimoufly chofen to fill the fee, and was con 
fee rated by St. Remigius, who had baptized king Clovis 1 

496, and was then exceeding old. Our faint's new d'S n j. 
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did not make him abate any thing of his aufrerities, but ad- 
ded to them the care of his pafioral folicitude : and though at 
that time fcvcnty-two years old, he thought himlblf obliged to 
redouble his labours. Though his dioce/e was very wide, it 
feemed not to fuffice for his zeal, which could not be con lined 
wherever he faw an opportunity of advancing the honour of 
God, and of aboliming the remains of idolatry. He rejoiced 
in calumnies and per fecuti oris, and always triumphed over them 
by lilence and patience. He had the affliction to fee his diocefe 
cruelly ravaged by the Hurms and Vandals, but this calamity 
m$ to him a great fpiritual harvelt, by the opportunities it af- 
ford ;d him of exerting his chanty and courage. He was, un- 
der that deluge of miferies, the refuge, fupport and comfort of 
ail the diftreflcd. The ancient city of Augufta Vu'umanduo- 
rum being by the fury of wars and other misfortunes brought 
to a ruinous condition, and lying open to the incuriions of bar- 
barians, St. Medard transferred his fee to "Noyon, a filing 
walled town. From that time the old capital, which had been 
fo flourifhin^; in the times of the Gauis, fell entirely to decay ; 
and at prefent nothing of it remains except an abbey, which 
ftill retains the name of Vermand. The neighbouring town 
of St. Quintin is now become the capital of that part of 

Picardv- 

Other provinces envied the happinefs of , the Vermandpis in 
poffe/ling fo great a pafror, and earneflly defired to mare in the 
fame. The cJergy and people of Tournay, being fupported 
ty king CJotaire f. the fon of Clovis the Great, after the 
death of St. EJeutherius, would have no other perfon for their 
i'i/hop. In compliance with their defire, St. Remigius, their 
metropolitan, thinking this neceflary for the propagation of 
the gofpel, with the approbation of the pope, commanded 
to. Medard to govern both thofe great diocefes, winch from 
that time remained united under the fimic bifhop for tlie 
fyace of five hundred years. Till then, ionic parts of the 
wore ft! of Tournay lay benighted under the /hades of idolatry, 
to. Medard vifited thejn all, am' though he was often threatened, 
and fometinies feized by the pagans with a view of taking away 
«w lilt*, he overcame all ob/laclcs, and by his '/ealuiis labouis and 
Waclo the rays of the gofpcJ difpcllcd the mifls of idolatry 
"'foui'liout the whole extent of his diocc/cs. What rendered 
this talk more difficult and peitlotis was, the lavage and Jieice 
(j "poluioii of the ancient inhabitants ol Inlanders, who were 

inoii barbarous of all the nations of the Gauls and Kranks, 
^tlu; oii^inal hiftorians frequently take notice. The Greek-. 

llcimans civilized the welleni part of the world, by' teach-. 
iiigthu barbarous nations to cultivate their muuL with ihj tile- 

Vu I, J I. (| lid 
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ful and polite arts. But the moft elegant ages of thofe empires 
themfelves' may, in many re(pe£ts, be efteemed barbarous if 
compared with Chriftianity. The divine fpirit of mildnefs, 
patience, humility and charity which it infpires, and the purity 
and fandtity of its morals have refined the minds of men, cor- 
recced the ignorance, ftupidity and barbarifm of the fiercefl: 
nations, and diffufed a rational, virtuous and holy ten? pet 
throughout the countries where the gofpel has been planted. 
St. Medard, wifh incredible pains, brought over the moft rude 
and wild people from their barbarous manners, infpired them 
with the meek fpirit of the gofpel, and rendered them a ci- 
vilized and chriftian nation, abounding with examples of eminent 
virtue, as Miraeus obferves. Our faint having completed this 
great work in Flanders, returned to Noyon, where Radegondes, 
queen of France, received the religious veil from his hands, 
with the confent of her hufband Clotaire, and was made a 
deaconefs. Shortly after the faint fell fick. Upon the firft 
news of his illnefs king Clotaire, who always honoured him as 
a living faint, came to Noyon to pay him a viflt, and to receive 
his blefling. Soon after his departure, the faint retted from his 
Jabours in a very advanced age, in the fixth century. The 
whole kingdom lamented his death as the lofs of their common 
father and protector. His body was buried in his own cathe- 
dral : but king Clotaire was fo moved by many miracles 
wrought at his tomb, that he defired to tranflate his pre- 
cious remains to Soiflbns, where he then chiefly refided. 
He was an able, valiant and generous prince, but had tarnifh- 
edfhis glory by actions of cruelty and ambition in his youth. 
He reigned fir ft king of Soiflbns : by the death of his brother 
Clodomir, in 524, he obtained a /hare in the kingdom of Or- 
leans • by the death of Thierry, in 544, he added Auftrafu or 
Metz to his dominions; and by that of Childebert, in 558, he 
became alfo king of Paris, and of all France. He endeavoured 
to expiate the crimes of his youth by works of penance, and 
iiftened to the advice of St. Mcdard. Having begun to build a 
ftately church and abbey at Soiflbns, after the death of that 
holy man, he caufed his relicks to be tranflatcd thither from No- 
yon, in a flirine covered with moft precious fluffs, /ceded with 
diamonds, and adorned with plates of gold, the king h im felf, 
the princes his children, and all the chief lords of the court 
attending the proceflion : the king thought himfelf honoiiieu 
by fome times putting his royal fhoulders under the bin then. 
The body was laid at Crouy, a village carl ward of Soiilons, 
near the gates, and a fmall church or oratory of wood was railed 
over it, till the church in Soiflbns could be fmifhed. Clown c 

dying, in 501, at Cumpiegnc, the ftru&urc of this abbey wa«» 

complete* 
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completed by king Sigebert, one of his younger Tons. It has 
been fbnxetirn.es ftyled by popes the chief of all the Benedictine 
abbeys in France. Forcunatus and St. Gregory of Tours, who 
jived' before the clofe of the fame century, tefiify that in their 
time the feftival of St. Medard was celebrated in France with 
2reat folemnity. A fmall portion of his relicks was procured 
fur the parifh church which bears his name in Paris. 



On the fame DAY 



St. Gildard or Godard, Bifhop of Rouen, C. He is com- 
memorated jointly with St. Medard in the Roman martyrology, and 
in the new Paris, and old Sarum breviaries. He atfifted at the firft 
council of Orleans, in $i i, and governed the fee of Rouen with 
great zeal during the fpace of fifteen years. He was buried at St. 
Mary's in Rouen, which is fince called St. Gildard's, or in French 
St. Godard's.. In the Norman incurfions his body was tranflated to 
St. MedardVat SoifTons, and f till remains there. That he was bro- 
ther of St. Medard is a fable, unknown to all original hiltoriaris, 
Fortunatus, Gregory of Tours, &c. 

Sc. Maximinus, iirlt archbifhop of Aix in Provence, C. He 
planted the faith' in that country, probably before the clofe of the 
firft century, and is faid by fome moderns to have been one of the 
difciples of our Lord. 

St. William, Archbifhop of York, C. He was fon of earl 
Herbert, and Emma, filter to king Stephen. He learned from his 
infancy, that true greatnefs confifh only in humility and virtue ; and 
renounced the world in his youth, employing his riches to purchafe 
unfading treafures in heaven by works of mercy to the poor, and 
giving himfelf wholly to the ftudy and practice of religion. Being- 
promoted to holy orders, he was elected treafurer in the metropoliti- 
eal church of York, under the learned and good archbifhop Thuritan. 
When that prelate, after having held his dignity twenty years, re- 
tired among the Cluniack monks at Pontefract, to prepare himfelf 
for his death which happened the year following, St. William was 
chofen archbifhop by the majority of the chapter, and con Iterated 
■it Wiachefter in September, 1 144, according to Le Neve's Killi(i). 
UutOlborc, the archdeacon, a tuibuIeuL man, procured Henry Mur- 
ilach, a Ciftcrcian monk, of the abbey of Fountains, who was alio 
a man of great learning and a zealous preacher, to be preferred at 
Home, whither William went to demand his pall, and to plead the 
caufe of his conftitucnts rather than his own. Being deprived by 
pope Kugenius III. in 11 47, he, who had always looked upon this 
dignity with trembling, appeared much greater in the manner in 
which lie bore this repulie, than he could have done in the highell 
honours. Being returned into England, he went privately to Win- 
nicllcr, to his uncle Henry, bifhop of that fee, by whom he was 
honourably entertained. He led at Wincheller a pen .ceiuial life m 
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lilence, folitude and prayer, in a retired houfe belonging to the bi« 
Ihop, bewailing the frailties of his paft life with many tears, for li- 
ven years. The archbi/hop Henry then dying in 1 1 53, and Anaf* 
taflus IV. having fucceeded Eugenius 111. in the fee of Rome, St. 
William, to fatisfy the importunity of others by whom he was again 
elected, undertook a fecond journey to Rome, and received the pal- 
lium from his Holinefs (<?). The faint on his return was met on the 
road by Robert de Gaunt dean, and Oflbert archdeacon of the church 
of York, who infoJently forbad him to enter that city or diocefe. 



(a) The Pallium which the 
pope fends to archbifhops is an 
ornament worn upon their 
moulders, with a label hanging 
down the brcaft and back. It is 
made of white lambs wool, and 
fpotted with purple croifes, and 
is worn as a token of the fpiritual 
jurifdidtion of metropolitans o- 
ver the churches of their whole 
province. It is regarded as an 
emblem of humility, charity and 
innocence, and ferves to put the 
prelate in mind, that he is bound 
to feek out, and carry home on 
his moulders the ftrayed fheep, 
in imitation of Chrilt the Good 
Shepherd, and the prince of 
pallors. Cardinal Bona fays 
the white lambs are blefled on 
the feitival of St. Agnes, in her 
church on the Nomcntan road, 
and from that time kept in fome 
nunnery till they are (horn ; and 
of their wool arc the pal Hums 
made, which are laid over the 
tomb of Sr. fetor the whole 
night of the vigil before the fcaifc 
of that apoitlc. The pope 
lends one to archbifliops in the 
v/ellern patriarchate, after their 
election and confeci ation : but 
thefe pi elates only wear them in 
the church during the divine of- 
fice, i'ailiums are alio granted 
to npollolick legates, and to cer- 
tain fullragan bilhops of ex- 
empt fees, as of Bamberg in 
Germany, and of Lucca and 
p a via in Italy. The firll life of 
pallium s by bilhopa is mentioned 



He 

among the orientals. St. Ifi- 
dore of Pelufium explains at 
large various myftical fignifica- 
tions of this ornament, 1. 1. ep. 
136. In the Welt pope Sym- 
machus fent a pallium to Cajfa- 
rius, archbifhop of Aries, his 
vicar in Gaul, in the beginning 
of the fixth century. From that 
time we iind it ufually fent to 
apoftolick legates : like wife to 
feveral metropolitans, as appears, 
from the letters of St. Gregory 
the Great. Peter de Marca 
fhews, that it was not grant- 
ed promifcuoufly to all me- 
tropolitans before the decree 
of pope' Zachary, by which it 
was eilabliflied a general law. 
The pallium was anciently an 
entire long garment, covering 
the whole body from the neck, 
not unlike a prie/Vs cope, faving 
that it was fliut up before. In- 
ftead of the pallium, the Greek 
hi fli ops now all wear the O- 
?no fiber ion or Humera.lt 9 which is a 
broad ribband hanging round 
their neck, a-crofs their breail, 
and reaching below the knee. 
Spclman, in his Gloflary, Tho- 
martin, Sec. Jfliew that a pallium 
was a mantle worn by the Ro- 
man empcroury, and that the 
h'rjt chriilian cmpcrours gave 
this imperial ornament to emi- 
nent bifhops to wear as an em- 
blem of the royalty of the 
chriilian prieilhood. It was al- 
ter wards appropriated to arch- 
bifliops to ihew their dignity, and 

to 
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He received the affront with an engaging meeknefs, but ptirfued his 
journey. He was received with incredible joy by his people. The 
great numbers who aflembled on that occafion, to fee and welcome 
him, broke down the wooden bridge over the river Oufe, in the mid- 
dle of the city of York, and a great many perfnns fell into the river. 
The faint feeing this terrible accident, made the fign of the crofs 
over the river : and addreiled hlmfslf to God with many tears. All 
the world afcribed to his fanclity and prayers the miraculous pie- 
jervauon of the whole multitude, efpeciaiiy of the children who 
all efcaped out of the waters without hurt (4). St. William (hewed 
no enmity, and fought no revenge againd his moll inveterate enemies, 
who had prepoflefTed Eugenius IJI. againd him by the blacked ca- 
lumnies, and by every unwarrantable means had obdruded his good 
deiigns. He formed many great projects for the good of his dioccfe, 
and the falvation of fouls, but within a few weeks after h.s inilal- 
Jationwas feized with a fever, of which he died on the third day of 
his ficknefs, on the eighth of June, 1154(c). He was buried in his 
cathedral, and canonized by pope Nicholas III. about the year 1 280. 
At the fame time his body was taken up by archbifliop William 
Wickwane, and his bones put into a very rich fhrine, and depofited 
in the nave of the fame metropolitan church in 1284 The feaft 
of his translation was kept on the feventh of January (2). King 
Edward I. and his whole court aiTided at this ceremony, during 
which many miracles are atteded to have been wrought. A table 
containing a lid of thirty fix miracles, with a copy of an indulgence 
of 140 days to all who fhould devoutly vifit bib romb. is dill to be 
fcen in the vedry, but no longer legible, as Mr. Drake men- 
tions (3). The flnine with its rich plate and jewels was plundered 
at the reformation: but the faint's bones were depofited in « box 

Q_q 3 within 

(2) See the York breviary printed at Faris in 1526. (3) P. 419. 
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formation, as Mr. Drake certi- 
fies. Pontcfracl could nut de- 
rive its name from this accident, 
as Polydore imagined : for we 
find it ib called long before; and 
the name was originally written 
Pomfrete or l'onrfreic, llom a 
very different Norman etymology. 

(<-) Hoveden advances, that 
poifou had been put into the 
chalice when he laid maf's. IJnc 
Gulielmus iNeubrigeniis, a canon 
regular, a Yorklhire man, an ele- 
gant, and mod diligent hiflnrian 
of that very time, in his hi dory 
De R chits Anglic is f <i 'fempons* 

confutes that groundlefs furmifc 
of the vulgar, 



# 

■ to command greater refpect, as 
God prefcribed fcveral orna- 
ments to be worn by the Jevvidi 
Wgh- pried. — See Bona de Re- 
bus Liturg I. r. c. 24. IVIarca 
Concordia Sac. & Imperii, 
!• 6. c. 6 Sc 7. Spelman, and 
efpeciaiiy Thomaf. in Tr. de 
h Difcipline de l'Eglife, P. 1. 
l - z - c 53- & 56. p. 829. 

(t>) Polydore Virgil, an author 
of fmall credit, pretends that 
jjiis happened on the Are, at 
'ontelract, near Ferry- 1 J ridge. 
,J, ut 1 J romp ton and S tubus cx- 
\vmy Uiy 9 t | lat j t vvas j n the city 

n \ York, on the 'river Oufe, 

tt'kre flood a chapel till the re- 
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within a cofHn, and buried in the nave under a large fpotted marble 
{lone. Mr. Drake had the curiofity to fee the ground opened, and 
found them w ith their box and cofHn, in 1732. He laid them ao-aia 
in the lame place with a mark (4). — See Nicholas Trivet in his An- 
nals of fix kings of England, ad an. 1 146. Stubbs Act. Pontif 
Ebor. in St. Willelmo, and Drake, in his carious Hiflory and Anti- 
quities of York. 

St. Clou or Clodulphus, Rifhop of Metz, C. He was fon of 
St. Arnold, who having been prime miniller to king Clotaire If, 
furnamed the Great, renounced the world, and was afterwards made 
bimop of Metz. He had two fons, Clou and Anfegifus, whofe in- 
clinations to virtue he cultivated by an excellent education. Clou 
Ihewed from the cradle, that he inherited all his father's virtues in 
an eminent degree. Under the beft mailers lie made fuch progrefs 
an the divine and human fciences, as aflonifhed thofe who taught 
him, and excited to emulation all who learned with him. He af- 
terwards lived in the court of the kings of AullraHa, and patted 
through the greater!: employments under Dagobert I. and Sigc- 
bertll. always with credit to himfelf, and to the honour and ad- 
vantage of the Hate (a). After fome time he left his brother An- 
fegifus to pufh his fortune in the courts of earthly kings, choofing 
for himfelf a ftate which removes a man farther from the flattering 
objects of the paflions ; and from that hurry of diliracUons, under 
which the moft virtuous often find it difficult not to lofe fight of 
God in their actions. His father St. Arnold had quitted the bi- 
ihoprick of Metz, that he might wear out the remainder of his days 
in tranquility, and be ready to meet his heavenly bridegroom. Two 
other pallors had fucceeded him in that fee, and it was become a 
third time vacant, when the clergy and people of Metz unanimoufly 
demanded St. Clou for their bifnop. The holy man did all that lay 
in his power to make the election fall on fome other perfon : but the 
whole country became the more importunate, and the king obliged 
him at length to acquiefcein a choice made by heaven itfelf. Hav- 
ing 

(4) "P. 419. 



{a) Pepin of Landen and St. 
Arnold had fhared together the 
government under Clotaire II. 
and Dagobert I. with the titles 
of dukes of Auftrafla, and may- 
ors of the palace. Clovis if. 
fucceeded his father Dagobert at 
Paris, ;md SigebertH. in Au- 
P rati a : but Grimoald the fon 
ami fucce flour of Pepin of Lan- 
den, upon the death of Sige- 
bertlJ. about the year 6^5, 
fhaved his infant Ion Dagobert a 
monk, and baniflied liim into 

Ji eland, with a view to open a 



way to the throne for his own 
fon : however, Clovis Ii. made 
himfelf matter of both their per- 
fons, and confined them at Pan':- 
for the roll of their day a, or ac- 
cording to others put them to 
death : which punifhincnt wa< 
due to their treafon. Anfcgihis 
married jJcgga, the virtuous 
daughter of" Pepin of Landcri, 
by whom he had Pepin of Men- 
tal, or the Pat, the valiant ami 
profperous mayor of the Pren<» 
pa I nee, and father of Chaih?.i 
Martel. 
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ing therefore received the epifcopal confecraricn, he chearfully fer 
himfelf to fulfil every duty of that important charge. He began by 
a vifitation of his diocefe, every where correcting abufes, and 
eftabliftiing regularity. Such was his companion for the poor, that 
for their fake he lived himfelf deftitute of the molt common con- 
veniences of life. By affiduous meditation at the foot of the crofs, 
he was careful to nourilh his own foul with the bread of life; and 
in the fame fchool he acquired that heavenly eloquence with which 
he delivered, in the molt affecting manner, the fentiments and 
lights which he received by this channel from the God of all 
fcience. Full of zeal for the glory of God, and of love and ten- 
dernefs for his people, he was attentive to all their wants, and in- 
defatigable in labouring for their fanclifi cation, efpecially in inftrucl- 
ing. comforting and relieving the poor. He governed the church of 
IVlctz forty years and fifteen days, and died in 696, being fourfcore 
and ten years old. He is commemorated in the Roman martyroiogy 
on this day. 




JUNE 9. 

SS.PRIMUS and FELICIANUS, 

MM. 



This account is abridged from their a els in Surius 9 and the con- 
tinuators of Bollandus. See Tillemont-y T. 4. p. 571. 

A. D. 286. 

THESE two martyrs were brothers, and lived in Rome 
many years, mutually encouraging each other in the 
practice of all good works. They feemed to poflck nothing 
but for the poor, and often fpent both nights and days with 
the confeffors in their dungeons, or at the places of their tor- 
ments and execution. Sonic they encouraged to perfeverancc, 
others who had fallen, they railed again, and they made them* 
felvcs the fer van Cs of all in Chrifi, that all might attain to i'<\\~ 
vation through him- Though their zeal was moll remark.- 
able, they had efcaped the dangers of many bloody perfecutions, 
and were grown old in the heroick exercifes of viitue, when 
it plea fed God to crown their labours with a glorious mauvr- 
(loni. The pagans raifed fo great an outcry againH them, tli.it. 

by a joint order of Pioclciian aiul Maximiau iJerculeus, they 

(> ti 4 we.e 
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were both apprehended, and put in chains. This muft have 
happened in 286, foon after Maxirnian was a floriated in the 
empire, for the two emperours never feem to have met toge- 
ther in Rome after that year. Thefe princes commanded them 
to be inhumanly fcourged, and then tent them to Pro mot us at 
Momentum, a town twelve miles from Rome, to be further 
cbaftifed, as avowed enemies to the gods. This judge caufld 
them to be cruelly tortured fir/1 both together, afterwards le- 
parate from each other ; and fought by various arts to cheat 
them into compliance, as by telling Primus that FeJician had 
offered facrifice. But the grace of God strengthened them, 
and they were at length both beheaded on the ninth of June. 
Their names occur on this day in the ancient weftern calen- 
dars, and in the Sacrarncntary of St. Gregory the Great. 
Their bodies were thrown into the neJds ; but taken up by 
the chrifHans, and interred near Nomentum. They were re- 
moved to Rome; by pope Thcodorus, about the year 645, and 
repofited in the church of St. Stephen on mount Celio. A 
foul which truly loves God, regards all the things of this world 
us dung, with St. Paul, that fhe may gain Chrift. The Jofs of 
goods* the difgrace of the world, torments, ficknefs and other 
afBi6lions are bitter to the fenfes : but appear light to him that 
loves. If we can bear nothing with patience and iilence, it is 
becaufe we love God only in words. 




JUNE 10. 

St. MARGARET, Queen of Scotland. 

From her life written by Tbeodorick, a monk cf Durham, her ecu- 
feffariusi and afterwards by St. slelrcd : aljb from the Sect/fi 



and Englijb bijhrtans 



P. A. 1093 



ST. Margaret was little niece to St. Kd ward the eori- 
feflor, and grand-daughter to Kdniund Ironfide. U[mh 
the death of the hitter, who was tieachcruully uuirdeicil by 
count Kdrie, in J017, Cnulu or Canutus, the .Dane, who Jud 
before obtained by agreement Mucin an J the northern pro- 
vinces, caufed himfell to be acknowleded by the hi/hops, cal- 

llurnien and other chief' men of the nation, king oi all Kmy 

lainl. 
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land, and guardian to the two infant Tons of his late collegue, 
Edward and Edmund, till they fhould be of age to fucceed to 
the crown of the Weft-Saxons. But Cnute, though he pu- 
nifhed the traitor Edric, yet feemed to love the treafon, and 
iecretJy fent the two young princes to the king of Sweden, that 
they might by him be made away with. The Swede refufed 
to imbrue his hands in their innocent blood, though he feared 
the power of Cnute, who had added Norway to his native 
kingdom of Denmark, by a treachery no lefs execrable than 
that, by which he ufurped the dominions of thefe innocent royal 
children in England. The Swede therefore generoufly fcnt 
the two princes to Solomon king of Hungary, by whom they 
were kindly received and educated. Edmund the elder of them 
died; but Edward the younger marrying .Agatha, filler to the 
oueen, and according to fome authors, niece to the emperour 
Conrad, a moft virtuous and accomplifhed princefs, had by her 
jl'dgar, furnamed Etheling, Chriftina a nun, and St. Margaret. 
Cnute reigned in fuch a manner as to appear worthy to wear 
the crown, had it been acquired without ambition and injuftice. 
He was fucceeded after his death in Norway by his eldeit fou 
Swane, in Denmark by his favourite fecond fon Hardccnute : 
2nd in England, in 1036, Harold was cbofen king, who is faid 
to have been alfo a fon of Cnute, though he much degenerated 
from his virtues both in peace and war. After his death in 
1039, Hardccnute came into England, and was acknowledged 
king, but died two years after. Whereupon Edward the con- 
fcilor was called to the crown in 104/. He by embafFadours 
invited Edward, furnamed Outremer or Etheling, over from 
I Hungary with his children, and received them honourabJy at 
London in 1054, where Edward Outremer died three years 
after, and was buried in St. Paul's church. At the death of 
! St. Edward, Edgar being but young, and a ftrangcr born, had 
not intcrcit enough to oppofe the powerful party, by which 
count Harold was placed on the throne in ro66, pretending 
the crown to have been bequeathed him by the late king, as 
Hoveden and others relate. But William the Noiman affirmed, 
that it had been promised him by St. Edward, and invading 
tjiuJand, Hew Harold in a ereat battle near I -farting on the 
fourteenth of October, 1066. Many Engl i ft defiled ro raife 
l%ar, the lawful Saxon heir to the throne : but he was unable 
to make good his claim by arms, and therefore with the reft of 
nobility received the victorious Norman at London. JJut 
!o "H' time after, he /ccrctly fled from the tyranny of the cou- 
l |Ueiouj-, ami left 1 he kingdom. The /hip, in which he put to 
was by a tempefi driven upon the coafl of Scotland, where? 

''*»lco:nb or Miljolunib II J. entertained him and his Jifkr in 

the 
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the mofl: courteous manner. He had the more tender feeliip 
for the misfortune of the royal exile, having formerly been 
Iiimfelf in a like fituation. For Macbeth, general of part of 
the troops, having killed his father king Donald or Duncan VII. 
"ufurped the throne, and Malcolm only faved his life by flight. 
After wandering over many places, he found a fecure retreat in 
the court of Edward the ConfefTor, who affifting him with 
10,000 men, he marched into Scotland, was joined by his 
friends, and overcame and flew Macbeth, who had then held 
his ufurped crown feventeen years. Malcolm having thus 
recovered his dominions, was declared king at Scone in 
1057. When Edgar arrived in his dominions, the fight of the 
young prince and princefs made him feel all the weight of their 
affliction. He gave them the beft reception his kingdom could 
afford, and it gave him the highefi: pleafure that it was in his 
power to fhew them courtefy. William the Norman fent to 
demand them to be delivered into his hands, Malcolm rejccW 
with horrour fo bafe a treachery. Whereupon a war enfued. 
The Scots defeated Roger, a Norman general, in Northumber- 
land, and afterwards Richard, earl of Glocefter. Upon which 
William fent his brother Odo, earl of Kent, into Northum- 
yberland ; but Malcolm gave him a considerable overthrow, and 
recovered the booty which he had taken. After this, the 
haughty Norman fent his fon Robert at the head of an army, 
who encamped on the Tine, but without doing any thing: and 
foon after the Norman agreed to a peace on thefe conditions, 
that he mould reftore Sibert, earl of Northumberland, and 
leave Cumberland, as formerly, to the Scots ; that he mould 
treat prince Edgar as his friend, and that the boundaries of the 
two kingdoms ihould be King's Crofs on Stancmoor, between 
Richmondfhire and Cumberland, which mould have the ftatucs 
and arms of the two kings of England and Scotland on each 

fide. 

Malcolm was fo much taken with the virtues of the princefs 
Margaret, that he moft impatiently dcfired to make her his royal 
confort. She had learned from her cradle to contemn the va- 
nities of the world, and to regard its plcafures as a poiion to the 
heart, and the banc of virtue. Her amazing beauty, her rare 
prudence, her wit, and her extraordinary virtue could not fail 
to excite the admiration of the whole court. But it was her 
only del ire and ambition to render her fell agreeable to the King 
of kings. She feemcd to relifh no earthly pleafure, finding a I 
delight in the incomparable charms of divine love, which 
flowed into her pure foul chiefly by the means of afluluous 
prayer and meditation, in which holy exercifes flic often ipent 

whole days. She took great pleafure in relieving and ierving 
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the poor, and in comforting all that were in diftrefs, confider- 
\ n cr Chrift in his n.eceflitous members. Her confent being ob- 
tained, me was married, and crowned queen of Scotland in 
iojo, being twenty -four years of age. Malcolm was rough 
^nd unpolifhed, but neither haughty nor capricious : and had 
no evil inclinations, Margaret, by the moft tender com- 
pJaifance, and the moft condefcending and engaging carriage, 
always full of refpect, gained fo great an afcendant over him, 
as to feem entirely miftrefs of his heart : which influence fhe 
only exerted to make religion and juftice reign, to render her 
fubjefts happy, and her hufband one of the moft virtuous kings 
that have adorned the Scotifh throne. She foftened his temper, 
cultivated his mind, poliflied his manners, and infpired him with 
the moft perfect maxims and fentiments of all chrifiian virtues. 
And fo much was the king charmed with her wifdom and piety, 
that he not only left to her the whole management of his dome- 
Hick affairs, but followed her prudent advice in the govern- 
ment of the ftate. In the midft of the moft weighty concerns 
and cares of a kingdom, Margaret always kept her heart dif- 
engaged from the love of the world, and recollected in God. 
The continual attention of her foul to him in all her actions, 
afliduous prayer, and the cpnftant practice of felf- denial were 
the means by which chiefly fhe attained to this perfection. 
At the fame time her prudence and care in all things, her ap- 
plication to publjck and private affairs, her watchfuJnefs in 
providing for the good of her fubjects, and the wonderful eafc 
and wifdom with which (he difcharged every duty of the regal 
authority, fhewed her moft extenfive genius to the aftonl la- 
ment of foreign natipns. 

God blefled this piou,s royal couple with a numerous and vir- 
tuous offspring, which did not degenerate from the piety, of their 
holy parents. The queen was mother of fix boys : Edward, 
Edmund, Edgar, Ethelred, Alexander and David : and of two 
daughters ; namely, Maud or Mathildes, married to Henry I. 
king of England ; and Mary, who married Euftache count of 
ognc. Of the fons^ Edgar, Alexander and David I. iuc- 
ccflively came to the crown of Scotland, and all governed with 
the higheft reputation of wifdom, valour and piety , especially 
king David, who may be juftly ftyled the brighteft ornament 
of that throne. The happinefs of thefe princes, and that of 
the whole kingdom in them, was owing, under God, to the 
pious care of queen Margaret in their education. She din not 
fuller tliem to be brought up in vanity, pride or pleafures, which 
is too often the misfortune of thofe who are Lorn in cmm.;. 
khe infpired them with an early indiifcivncc to the things of 
"Jp world, witji the grcafylt ardoip; for virtue, the pun-it love 

of 
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of God, fear of his judgments, and dread of fin. She chofc 
for them the ableft preceptors and governours, peribns eminent* 
]y endued with thefpirit of piety and religion : and would fuf. 
fer none but fuch to approach them, being fenfible that tender 
minds receive the ftrongefl and moll Jafting impreilions from 
the behaviour of thofe with whom they converfe, efpcciallj 
matters. Inilruclions are dry, but the words and actions of 
perfons breathe the fpirit and fentiments of their hearts, and 
in fen fib Jy communicate the fame to others, efpecially where 
this influence is iTrengthened by authority. The zealous mo- 
ther watched over the matters, examined the progrefs of her 
children, and often infrruc/ted them herfelf in all chriftian du- 
ties. No fooner were the young princeiTes of an age capable 
of profiting by her example, than fiie made them her com- 
panions in her fpirit ual exercifes and good works. She daily 
by mo ft fervent prayers and tears conjured almighty God to 
prefer ve their innocence, and fill their fouls with the fentiments 
of thofe virtues which fhe endeavoured to inttil into them. 
She extended her care and attention to her fen ants and 
domefticks, and the fweetne/s and tender charity with which 
fhe fe^Coned her leflbns, rendered her endeavours the more ef- 
fectual. By her prudent zeal and example, concord, charity, 
modefly, religion, piety and devotion reigned in the whole 
court, in which virtue was the only recommendation to the 
royal favour, and to want devotion was the moft certain dif- 
grace. 

The holy queen remembered that by the rank in which pro- 
vidence had placed her, and by the authority which the kin 
lodged in her, the whole kingdom was her family. She found 
it over-run with many abufes, and plunged in fhamcful ig- 
norance of many ciTential duties of religion. It was her fir ft 
care to procure holy and zealous paflors and preachers to be 
eftabliflicd in all parts of her dominions. She feconded their 
miniftry with the weight of the royal authority, and that ot all 
the magiftrates, toaboliih the criminal neglect of abftaininglrom 
fer vile work on Sundays and holy days, and of obfen'ing the 
faft of Lent, with many other abufes : and had the comfoit to 
fee, by her zealous endeavours, the oriel: obiervancc oi Lent 
reftorcd, and the devout celebration of Sundays and feftivals 
enforced, the people confecrating thofe days to God both by affifl- 
ingat the whole church office, and in/irudtions, and by private 
devotions. Simony, ufury, inceftuous marriages, fuperltition, la* 
crileges, and other fcandalous abufes were alio banished. Many 
ii creeled to receive the holy communion even at Kafter, alleging 
a fear of approaching it unworthily. She fhewed this pretence 

to be only a cloak for floth and impenitence, engaged f»w ,crs 
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0 cancel their crimes by worthy fruits of repentance, and cont- 
ributed very much to revive the fpirit of penance, and fre- 
uent communion. She laboured moll fucccfsi'uUy to polifli 
nd civilize the ScotiHi nation, to encourage among that people 
oth the ufeful and polite arts, and to infpire them with a love 
f the fcienccs, and with the principles of all the fbcial and 
oral virtues. AD which fhe incited her hufband to promote 
y many falutary laws and regulations. Charity to the poor 
yas her darling virtue. Her own coffers could not fuffice her 
liberality to them ; and often fhe employed upon them part of 
jvhat the king had refcrved for his own ufe and neccilities : 
which liberty he freely allowed her. Whenever fhe IKrred out of 
her palace, fhe was furrounded by troops of widows, orphans 
nd other diftrefled per Ions who flocked to her as to their com - 
ion mother; nor did fhe ever fend any one away without re- 
lief, Within doors, when fne went into the hall of the palace, 
fhe found it filled with poor people : fhe warned their feet, and 
erved them herfclf. She never fat down to table without 
iaving firfl fed and waited on nine little orphans 9 and twenty- 
four grown-up poor. Often, especially in Lent and Advent, 
the royal couple called in three hundred poor, ferved them at 
table on their knees, fhe the women on one fide, the king the 
en on the other; giving them the fame difhes that were ferved 
p at their own royal table. She frequently viflted the hofpitals, 
ttending the fick with wonderful humility and tendernefs. 
j her extenfive alms infolvcnt debtors were releafed, and de- 
cayed families reftored : and foreign nations, efpccially the Eng- 
ifh, recovered their captives. She was inquifitive and feli- 
citous to ranfom thoic cfpecially who fell into the hands of 
arfli matters. She erected h capitals for poor Grangers. The 
Icing moft readily concurred with her in all manner of good 
orks. Ci He learned from her," fays Thcodorick, 4C often to 
" watch the night in prayer. 1 could not fufficiently admire 
u to fee the fervour of this prince at pray ex, and to difcover 
<( i'o much compunction of heart, and fuch tears of devotion 
( in a fecular man." " She excited the king," fays another an- 
cient author, <i to the works of juflice,' mercy, almsdecds and 
lc other virtues 5 in all which, by divine grace, fhe brought 
11 him to be moft ready to comply with her pious inclinations. 
" For he feeing that Chrifi dwelt in the heait of hi:> queen, 
u Was always willing to follow her coiinfcls/' 

1 he fmall time which the queen allowed herfclf for /I nop, and 
the retrenchment c>f all anuifejnenl« and pallimes, procured her 
fi^ny hours in the day for her devotions. In .Lent and Advent 
always role at midnight, and went to church to mattins, 
"ttutiiijjg home flic found fix poor perlons icady for her; /he 

wafhed 
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waftied their feet, and gave to each a plentiful alms to begin 
the day. She then flept again an hour or two : and after that 
rifing returned to her chapel, where flie heard four or five low 
rnafles, and after thefe a high mafs. She had other hours in 
the day for prayer iri her ciofet* where fhe was often found 
bathed in tears, " As to her own eating, it was fo fparing, 
cc that it barely fufficed to maintain life, and by no means to 
* c gratify the appetite," fays Theodorick. " She feemed ra- 
<c ther only to tafte, than to take her meal. In a word, her 
" works were more wonderful than her miracles; though thefe 
<c were not wanting to her." The fame author who was her 
confeffor, writes: <c She was endowed with a wonderful fpirit 
* c of compunction. When (he would be fpeaking to me of 
* c the fweetnefs of everlafting life, her words were full of all 
" grace. So great was her fervour and compunction on thefe 
« c occafions, that fhe feemed as ff me would quite melt into 
<c tears : fo that her devotion drew alfo from me tears of com- 
* 4 punction. In the church no one was more ftill in filence, 
<c no one more intent than fhe at her prayer." She often im- 
portuned her confeflbur to admonifh her of whatever he per- 
ceived blame-worthy in her words or actions ; and was dtf- 
pleafed that he was, as (he thought, remifs in this charitable 
office. Her humility made her defire reprehenfions and cor- 
rection, which the pride' of others cannot brook. Every year 
fhe kept two Lents, of forty days each; the one at the ufual 
time ; the other before Chriftmas : both with incredible rigour. 
She recited every day the fhort offices of the Holy Trinity, of. 
the Paffion of Chrift, of the Blefled Virgin, and of the dead. 

King Malcolm, after his war again ft William the Con-: 
qiierour in Northumberland, was difturbed by a rebellion of the 
Highlanders both in the North and Weft of Scotland. He. 
compofed the North in perfon ; and Walter, his general, re- , 
duccd to obedience the rebels in the* Wefl'(fl), Malcolm from ; 
that time applied himfclf to improve his kingdom by the arts; 
of peace. He fir ft reformed his own family: and afterwards j 
enacted fumptuary laws, and remedied abufes which had crept;' 
in among the people. He built the cathedral of Durham, and \ 
made the abbot of that place bifliop of St. Andrew's, and ad- 1 
dec! the bifliopricks of Murray and Cathnefs to the former four] 
in Scotland. He concurred with his queen in founding " 1C j 

monailcry of the Holy Trinity at Dumfcrmlin. St. Mar- 
garet, 

{a) Tn recompencc the king Stuart: they came to the crowft 
created him hi^h ilcivnrd of hi 'king Robert II. nephew Wj 
Scotland, from which office his k in r; 'David Bruce, ov ]fam»' 
polleriiy took their iunuiuie of in 137 * . 
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trarel, by her wife counfeis, had perfectly convinced her royal 
ccmfort, that the love of peace is the firft duty of him who is 
the common father of his people ; war being the greateft of all 
temporal calamities. Thofe warlike princes whole heads were 
crowned with laurels, and whofe triumphs dazzle the world, 
arid fwell the pages of hiftory with fo much pomp, were the 
fcourges of the earth, efpecialiy of their own nations, at lezft 
in the ages wherein they lived : and their founding achieve- 
ments and victories, when placed in the light in which faith, 
commands us to confider them, will appear no better than a 
long feries of boundlefs ambition, murders, plunder of whole 
countries, and the mod heavy oppreffion of their own people. 
Malcolm, however, did not forget that it is an indifpenfable 
duty of a king to be expert in war, and always in readinefs, 
ihat he be not wanting to the protection which he owes his 
people. William Rufus, who came to the throne of England 
in 1087, furprifed the caftle of Alnwick in Northumberland, 
and put the garrifon to the fwordo Malcolm demanded refti- 
tution, which being denied, he befieged it. TheEnglifh gar- 
rifoti being reduced to great extremity, offered to furrender, 
and defired the king to come, and receive the keys with his 
own hand : but the foldier who prefented them to him upon 
the point of a fpear, by a bafe treachery, thruft the fpear into 
his eye, whilft the king was ftretching out his hand to take the 
keys, and killed him. His fon Edward carried on the fiege to 
revenge the death of his father, but advancing too eagerly was 
(lain in an aflault. Whereupon the Scots were fo much af- 
flicted, that they raifed the fiege and retired, having buried 
(heir king and prince at Tinmouth. Their bodies were foon 
after removed to Dumfermlin, Malcolm reigned thirty- three 
years, and died in 1093. His name is found in fome Scotifh, 
calendars enrolled among the faints. 

This misfortune v/as to the good queen an affliction which 
only her hcroick virtue enabled her to bear with refignatiom 
She lay at the fame time on her death-bed. Thcodorick gives 
the following account of her Iaft ficknefs : " She had a fore- 
light of her death long before it happened ; and fpeaking to 
me in (beret, me began to repeat to me in order her whole 
lite, pouring out floods of tears at every word with unfpeak- 
ablc compunction : fo that (he obliged me alio to weep: 
and fometimes we could neither of us /peak for iighs and 
robs." At the end fhe fpoke thus to 111c: Furewel : for f 
fail not be here long : you will jlny fome Utile tune behind me. 
y U9 thmgs 1 have to dejire of you: the one is, that Jo long as you 
% you remember wy poor ford in your waff is and pniyers : tht 
is 9 that you a jjijl my children y and teach them to fear find 
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love God. Thefe^ things you muft promlfe me here in the prefence of 
God 9 ivho alone is witnefs of our difcourfe" She furvived this 
about half a year, during which Ihe was feldom able to rife out 
of bed, and her pains daily increafed upon her, which fhe bore 
with incredible patience, in filence and prayer. In the expe- 
dition into ^Northumberland mentioned above, fhe endeavoured 
to difliiade her hufbahd from marching with his army : but he 
that only time diflented from her advice, imagining it to pro- 
ceed only from concern for his fafety, and reflecting that the 
prefence of a fovereign raifes the courage of the foldiery. His 
death happened four days before that of the queen. She, on the 
day he was killed, appeared melancholy and fad, and faid to 
thofe about her: cc Perhaps this day a greater evil hath befallen 
* 6 Scotland than any this long time." On the fourth day, her 
pains being fomewhat abated, (he got up, and went into her 
oratory, where fhe received the holy Viaticum. Then feeling 
the redoublement of her fever with her pains return upon her, 
Ihe laid herfelf down again, and defired the chaplains to re- 
cite the pfalms by her, and to recommend her foul to 
God. In the mean time (he called for the Black Crofs, 
which was held in great veneration in Scotland. She 
embraced, and figned herfelf frequently with it : then 
held it with both her hands before her, and with her 
eyes fixed upon it, recited the Miferere pfalm. and other 
prayers. Her fon Edgar coming in from the army, fhe afked 
him how his father and brother did ? He fearing to alarm 
her, faid, they were well. She anfwered him : " I know 
cc how it is." Then lifting up her hands to heaven, fhe 
praifed God, faying : " I thank thee, Almighty God, that 
<c in fending me fo great an affliction in the laft hour of my 
<c life, thou wouldft purify me from my fins, as I hope by 
<c thy mercy." Not long after finding her laft moments to 
approach, fhe repeated from the prayers of the church for 
that occafion, the following afpiration : ^ O Lord Jefus 
€< Chrift, who by thy death haft given life to the world, de- 
* c liver me from all evil." Praying thus, fhe was loofed from 
the bonds of her mortal body, on the fixteenth of November, 
1093, in the forty feventh year of her age. She was canoni- 
zed by pope Innocent IV. in 1 251. Her feaft was removed 
by Innocent XII. in 1693, from the day of her death, to 
the tenth of June. Her body was interred, according to her 
defire, in the church which fhe had built in honour of the 
Holy Trinity, at Dumfermlin, • 15 miles from Edinburgh. 
At the change of religion in Scotland, the remains of St. 
Margaret and her hufband were privately refcued from the 

plundering mob, and the principal parts afterwards carried in- 
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to Spain, when king Philip II. built a chapel 1 in the palace 
of the Efcurial, in honour of St. Margaret, for their recep- 
tion. They ffill continue there, with this infcription on the 
ftrine : St; Malcolm King, arid St. Margaret ghtecn. But the 
head of Sr. Margaret having been carried to Edinburgh to 
queen Mary Sruarr ; after her flight into England, it was by 
a Benedictine monk conveyed to Antwerp in 1597, anc * a *"~ 
terwards by him given to the Scots Jefuits at Douay, in 
whofe church it is ftiiJ kept in a filver cafe (1). The fuc- 
ccftion of faints which in the pofterity of St. Margaret after- 
ward filled the throne of Scotland the fanctincation of a 
Vol. IL R r court. 



(1) See Borland. Ada Sana. 



[a) Maud, the daughter of St. 
Margaret, and fir ft wife of Hen- 
ry I of Engla.nd, fo faithfully 
imitated the humility, charity, 
r.nd other virtues of ou; faint, 
ih.it (he has been ranked by our 
ancestors in the catalogue of 
the faints, on the 30th of April. 
She built two great hofpitals in 
London, that of ChrhVs-Church. 
within Aldp-ate. and that called 
Sr. Giles's, and was buried at 
We.hninfter. near the body of 
Sr. Edward the ConfeiTor. (Sre 
Hoveden ad an. 11 18. Weftm. 
k Paris co Jem anno.) As to the 

fsrvivinnr Ions- of St. Margaret, 

fifcer a (hort u fur nation of JJun- 

reigned in peac-i 
n:nc years, reverenced bv ail 
toe good, and feared by rhebad. 
Alexander j. fuccecding him, 
with uncommon bravery e:-:t : n- 
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and mo naileries, particularly one 
J n the iile of Emona, in hoj.our or 
Coim, endowing -them, and. 
principally the church of St~ 
Andrew, with lar^e- revenues. 
He filled the - throne feventeen 
years. .After him David -J. 
re-gn c.vcn ty- n iiie . year&i . die 



gu lined feveral rebellions in trie 4i 
beginning of his reign ; after " 
*ntch he built feveral churches <: 



equalled the moil pious of his- 
predeceilbrs in condeicenfion and. 
, charity to the poor, and furpaj- 
fed them all in prudence and- 
jufHce, condemning his judges 
moft rigoroufly in cafes of faife- 
judgmerit. He founded and en- 
dowed four bifhopricks, namely 
thofe of Rofs, Brechin, Duhkel- 
den, and Dunblain 5 and four- 
teen abbeys, fix of which were- 
of the Ciftercian Order. Afcer the? 
death of his virtuous wife .Sibyl, 
neice to William the conque- 
rour, he lived twenty yeais a 
widower. He bore the death of 
his own molt hopeful ion with, 
ailoniming patience amidrt. the 
mourning of the whole king- 
dom. Uf-on that occafion lie 
invited the chief nobility to flip- 
per, and comforted them, fay- 
ing, " That it would be foolifh. 
4i and impious to repine in any 
thing whatever, at the wnl 
of God, which is always 
moft holy, jult, and wife : 

good men 
nra it die, we ought to com- 
fort ourselves, becaufe no evil 
can happen to them, that ferve 
"..God, either. alive or de;fd."- 
recommended his three 

efpeci ally . 2Asl\ colm 
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court, and of a kingdom, was, under God, the fruit of her 
zeal and pious example* So great and publick a bleffing is 
a virtuous wife, and a virtuous mother of a family. Every 
neighbour is bound at leaft by example and prayer, and es- 
pecially every parent, matter or miftrefs alfo by correction 
and exhortation, to endeavour to impart to others, particular- 
ly thofe under his care, this inerrimabie happinefs of piety. 
As St. Charles Borromeo inculcates (2), parents can leave no 
treafure to their children, nor can matters beftqw on fervants 
any recompence for their fidelity in any r.efpect comparable 
to this of virtue. Let all fuperiours who neglecl: this duty 
tremble, and reflect that an account will be required of them 
at the dreadful tribunal of Chrifr, for the fins of thofe under 
their care which by a faithful difch.arge of their duty they 
might have prevented. In this fenfe, as St. Auftin ob- 
ferves, is every matter bound to. be bifhop or paftor of his 
family ; and every chriftian, at Jeafr. by example, to his 
neighbour. But alas ! how many make themfelves apoflies 
of Satan, and become to others an odour not of life^ but of 
death. The baneful example of tepidity and fin, efpecially 
in thofe who are placed in authority, lays families, and the 
whole world defolate. For to the influence of fcandal is 
owing the univetfa! inundation of vice,* ignorance and in- 
fenfibility with regard to fpiritual duties, which no floods of 
tears can ever fufficiently lament. On this account is the 
world declared the enemy of Ghrift, and is loaded with his 
curfes. 

. On the fame DAY 

SS. Getulius and companions, M M. Getulius, the hufband 
of St. Symphorofa, was an officer in the Roman army under 

Trajan and Adrian ; but upon his conVerfion to the faith, gave up 

hi* 

(2) In Cone. Mediol. v. parte 3. 



the eldeft, to the nobility, "and 
afterwards died in the greatefi: 
fentiments of piety at Carlifle, 
1:153, on the 29th of May. His 
name was placed among the 
iaints in many Scotifh calendars. 
His grand ion king Malcolm' IV. • 
furnamed the Maiden, is alfo 
■eileemed a faint. He was fo 
great a lover of peace, that he 
iare tJie.-mojt^maruTeft wrpjigs, 



rather than he would fee a war 
lighted up. He built many 
churches and monafteries, and 
was remarkable for his angeli- : 
cal purity, meeknefs and humi- \ 
lity. His extraordinary virtues ] 
are highly extolled by Neu- ] 
brigenfis, one of our molt exact 
hiftorians (1. i.e. 25. h 2- Ct J 
1 8.) and Fordun (from p. 689 » | 

700, ed-Hearne.). | 
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his commiflion, and retired into the country of the Sabines. His 
brother Amantius was no.lefs zealous in the profeflion of the faith, 
But retained his dignity of tribune of a legion. The emperour 
Adrian fent Cercalis to apprehend Getulius in the country ; but 
that officer was gained to Chrift by the two brothers. The em- 
perour enraged ac this news cornmanded Licinius to condemn 
them to death, unlefs they could be induced to forfake the chrif- 
tian religion. By the fentence of this inhuman judge, the three 
abouementioned martyrs, and a fourth named Primitivus, after 
{uttering twenty-feven days imprifonment at Tivoli, and divers* 
torments, were beheaded together. St. Symphorofa buried their 
bodies in an Arenarium upon her eftate. They fufFered in the be- 
ginning of the fecond century : and are mentioned in the ancient 
martyrologies on this day. See their acts abridged by Tillemont, 

T. 3. p. 23. 

St. Landry, in Latin Landericus, bifhop of Paris, C. He fuc- 
ceeded Audobert in that fee, in the reign of Clovis II. about the 
year 650. In a great famine he distributed among the poor all his' 
own little furniture, and melted down, for their ufe, the facred 
vcftels of the church. From the liril foundation of ecclefiailical 
revenues under the chrifHan emperours, it was a cuftomary law for 
every bifhop to erefl and maintain a general hofpital, which was 
ufbally lituated near the cathedral. Thus the ancient Lateran- 
hofpital ftands near the bafilick of that name in Rome, and St. 
Landry is faid to have flrft founded in this manner the Hotel- 
Dieu in Paris, near his cathedral, the church of our Lady. That 
hofpital is ferved by one hundred nuns, and fifty novices of the 
Order of hofpitallers, following- the rule of St. Auftin, They 
watch almofl every motion of the poor patients with incredible 
tendernefs and patience, giving them all allowances, if not con- 
trary to their health. This hofpital feems the largefl: in the world 
forthefick : that at Milan is more numerous, but receives poor that 
are well. But the hofpitals of the Holy Gholi and of St. Philip 
Neri at Rome, feem the beft regulated in the univerfe. 

S\ Landry was buried in the church of St Vincent, now of 
St. German des Prez ; where his relicks are placed behind the 
high altar : but two bones have been given to the parifh church 
or St. Landry. He fubferibed, with twenty- three other bihhops, 
the charter given by Clovis II. in 653, to the monaftery of St_ 
Denys, the original of which, written on Egyptian paper, is Hill 
preferved (1). St. Landry is honoured with an ofrlce in the new 
Paris Breviary (a) . 

R r 2 JUNE 

1 

1) See Mabill. Diplomatica, 1- 5. tab. 17. L 6. n. 7. 

{a) By the order of St. Landry, with notes by Bignon, and again; 
Marculphus, a monk of Paris, by Baluze. They contain co- 
wrote in 660, Formularzim Eccle- pies of charters, recommendatory 
fiaftkarum libri duo, published letters ofbi&dps, and the 1 i ke , 
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St B A R N A B A S, Apoftlc. 

f T, Barijaba?, though not of the number of the twelve cho- 
fen bv Chrili:, is nevcrihefefs fly led an apuflle by the piimi- 
e fathers, and by St. Luke himleif (i). His lingular vo- 
cation bv the Holy Ghoft, and the great fhare lie had in tiu 
apolioiirk i ran/actions and labours, have obtained him ihi- 

> 0 

title. He was of the tiibc of" Levi (2), but born in Cypin-, 
where Ins fami'y was fettled, and had purchrsfed an ctbov. 
which Ja'vius might do out of their own country. He was 
v.alLd jofes, winch, was the fofter Grecian Urminatiun 
fur Jofcph. Aher the a fee 11 fum of ChrifT, the apoftlcs chan- 
ged ii is name imo Uarnabas, which word St. f.ukc interpret*, 
ban of ConllL'ti'jtfi on account of his excellent talent of mi- 
jfdlriug comfort to the afHicled, fays St. Chryfollom. St. 
feiom remark*, that this word alfo fignif:cs the foil of a pro- 
phet., and in that rcfpccc was jullly given to this apoftlc, who 
excelled in prophetick gifts. The Greeks fay, that his pa- 
rents font him in his youth to JcrufaJem, to the fchool of the 
i anii his Gamaliel, St. Paul's m after ; and that he was one oi 
the iirft and chief of the feventy difciplcs of Chriih Clement 
of Alexandria, Eufebius, and Sr. Epiphanius (3) tellify, dial 
he was one of that number, and conlequcntly had the happi- 
ncis to receive the piecepts of eternal life from the mouth til 
Chiiii: hiinfelf The mii mention we find of him 111 l"»b' 
fcripture is in the - y /7v nf the . /poji/rs (4), where it is n laieil, 
that the piimkive cimveitu at Jtjufaleni lived in common, 
that as many as weie owners of Jands or houfos (old tot-m, 
and brought the price, and laid it at the feet of the apulih'S 
that they mh-hf C'mtiibute all in their power to iclieve in- 
indigent , and mi»*hi themUJves be entirely difengaged iiciu ti.i' 
worid, and belter iitied to lollow Chriil in a penitential an 1 
nveauiud life. Mo one is mentioned in paitieular on this (»(- 

cahon but St. Barnabas ; doubtlc/s becauie he was pollcllo'' 

(»1 

(1) Ans x-iv. r 3. (.2) Ails Iv. 56. (3) Chan. M^- 

.Strom. J. 1. p. «j j o. Jv.if. in'ih J. 1. c. r ?.. & I. z. £ , l - ^ 
iCjiiplian. Jaer. a c. .\ . & c. (.]) .'\cls iv. 36. 
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of a large eftate : and perhaps he was the iirft who fet the 
example, of this heroick contempt of the world, which has been 
fince imitated by fo many thoufands, according to the advice 

of Chrift to the rich man (5). This contribution was entire- 
ly free ; but ieems to have implied a vow, or at leaft a ib- 

femn prom L(e of renouncing all temporal poficilions for the 
fake of virtue. For Ananias and his wife Sapphira were it ruck 
dead at the feet of St. Peter, for having flcretcd fume part of 
the price : and were reproached by that apoille for having lied to 
the Holy Gho/t, bv pretending to put a cheat upon the mi- 
nifters of God. Or igen (6), St. Jerom (7), and St. Aifiiiu 
(8), are willing to hope that their fin was forgiven them by 
repentance at the voice of St. Peter, and that it was expiated 
by their temporal punifhmcnt. '.Though St. Chryfot'tom (9) 
and St. Bafil (10) rather fear that they might pen fli ctcrn ally 
bv impenitence. St. Auftin, St. jerom, St. Chryfoilom 
(11), St. Gregory the Great (12), and the other fathers accufc 
them of a facrilcp-ious breach of their vow. St. Chrvfoitom 
(13), St. Bafil (14), and St. Hidore of Pelufium (15), oblervc 
that God, by executing his juftice by viiibie judgments on the 
iii It authors of a crime, does this to deter others from the 
like; as in the Antediluvians, Sodomites, Pharaoh, Onan, and 
Giezi : but thofc who neverthelefs defpi/e his warning, and 
by a more contaminate malice imitate fuch finners, if they are 
not con fumed by a deluge, fire, or other viiihle judgment, 
inu'l- expedt a more grievous chafiifemcnt in the flames of 
l;eiJ, proportioned to their hardened malice. 

Barnabas made his oblation perfect by the difpofitions of 
heart with which he accompanied it, and by his piety and zeal 
became conildcrahlc in the government of the church, being 
a "/)vd ?nan, and full of the f /cfy(S/jt//, as he is (lylcd by the 
/acred penman (16). St. Paul co:n:n» to Jerulalcm tinee years 
i\Uvr Ins converiion, and not eahly (getting admittance into the 
church, becaufe lie had been a violent pet fee lit or, addi filed 
himfelf to St. liarnabas, as a leading man, and one who hail 
pcrional knowledge of him, who piekmlv introduced him to 
the apoiiles Peter and. James ; and huh weight did his recom- 
mendation carry, that St. Peter teceivcd liie new conveit into 

K r 3 Win 

(;) Ma-.f. xi.v.21. (o) Oiig in iViat. p cd.Iiuct. (7} 

1 her. Hp. J>. ad l)emeo\ jo) N. Aim;. S, mi i;H, Oi. 10.de 
<iu'. (q) Si. Chi'v'f. J loin. \ ia Aua (id St. b.d ^eini. 1. tie 
ii.llit iWonaeh. ' (11) Ibid. (i.*) S. t.re:' iVl. 1. i. Jip. a.j . p. 
"1;. T. z. od. IVu. (1 0 Horn. 1 ^. ia Acta, T. o- p. 101. ed 
)>». (1 ij ii, JJaiil in JYJoial. Rc». ,i. (ijjl. i.J p. 18s. ("0 
Atl. xi, a.j , 
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his houfe, and he abode with him fifteen, days (17). About 
four or five years after this, certain difciples, probably Luciib 
of Cyrene, Simeon who was called Niger, and Manahen, 
having preached the faith with great fuccefs at Antioch, fonic 
one of a fuperiour, and probably of the epifcopal order wai, 
wanting; to form the church, and to confirm the Neophytes. 
Whereupon St. Barnabas was fent from Jemfalem to fettle 
this new plantation. Upon his arrival, he rejoiced exceed- 
ingly at the progrefs which the gofpel had made, exhorted 
the converts to fervour and perfevcrance, and by his preach- 
ing made great additions to their number, infomuch that he 
itood in need of an able afliftant. St. Paul being then at Tar- 
fus, Barnabas took a journey thither, and invited him to 
fhare in his labours at Antioch. Such a field could not but 
give great joy to the heart of St. Paul, who accompanied 
him back, and fpent with him a whole year. Their labours 
profpt red, and the church was fo much increafed at Antioch. 
that the name of Chriftians was fir ft given to the faithful m 
that city. In the elogium which the Holy Ghoff. gives to 
St. Barnabas, he is called a good man by way of eminence, to 
exprefs his extraordinary mildnefs, his fimplicity void of all 
difguifc, his beneficence, piety and charity. He is alfo fiylcd 
full of faith ; which virtue not only enlightened his under- 
ftanding with the knowledge of heavenly truths, but aifo pal- 
Zed to his heart, animated all his actions ; infpired him with 
a lively hope, and ardent charity ; and filled his breafl with 
courage under his labours, and with joy in the grcateft per- 
fecutions and crofies. He is faid. to have been full of tke 
Holy Ghofti his heart being totally poffefled by that divine 
ipirit, and all his afreclaons animated by him ; ban iihing from 
them the fpirit of the world with its vanities, that of the 
devil with his pride and icvenge, and that of the fle/h with 
the love of pleafure and the gratification of fenfe. So perfect 
a faith was favoured with an extraordinary gifr of miracles, 
suul prep. 'red him for the merits of the apofllefhip. By the 
daily perfecutiom; and dangers to which he expofed hnnlcli 
for the faith, his whole life was a continued martyrdom. 
Whence the council of the apoiiles at jerulalem fays ol him 
a:id S'. i 'aul : 7/w hive givt'u their Hues for the uzmc of 
Loidffus Chri/l (iS). 

A»>;al>n;., a prophet at Antioch, foretold a prcat famine 
which r.i;>ed Shortly afur over the KaH\ el'pcciallv in l'A" 
iUne. W hei eupon tire church at Antioch rai/I d a vei V 

cojdidv'lable collection lor the lehcf ol the poor hicli»'<" 

in 

(Jakit. i. (iH) A£U \v. 26. 
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jn Judaea, which th.ey fent by SS. Paul and Barnabas to 
the heads of the church at Jerufalem. Jofephtis informs 
us, that this famine lay heavy upon Judaea during the 
four years government of Cufpius Fad us, and Tiberius Alex- 
ander, under the emperour Claudius. John, furnamed Mark, 
attended St. Barnabas b^ck to Antioch. He was his kinf- 
ninn, being fon to his fitter Mary, whole houfe was the Sanc- 
tuary where the apoftles concealed themielvei from the perie- 
cutors, and enjoyed the conveniency of celebrating the divine 
niyfteries. The church of Antioch was by mat time fettled in 
good order, and pretty well fupplied with teachers, among whom 
were Simon called Niger , Lucius of Cyrene, and iVIanahen, 
die fofter- brother of Herod the Tetrarch (/y), 'who were all 
prophets, befides our two apofties (19). As they were mi* 
mitring to the Lord, and failing, the Holy Ghofl (aid to them 
by foine of thefe prophets : Separate ?ne Paul and Barna- 
bas for the work zvhercunto 1 have taken the?/i. The word 
fefarate here fignifies being entirely fet apart to divine 
junctions, and taken from all profane or worldly employ- 
ments, as it is fiid of the Lcvites (20), and of St. Paul (21). 
The work to which thefe two apoiiles were afiiimed, was the 
convention of the Gentile nations. The whole church joined 
in prayer and faffing to draw down the blelHng of heaven on 
this undertaking. A model always to be imitated by thofe 
who embrace an eccleiiaftical Hate. After this preparation, 
SS. Paul and Barnabas received the impoiition of hands ; by 
which fome undcrftand the epilcopal confecration. But Ehaus, 
Suaitz, and others, more probably think that they were bi- 
Jheps before, and that by this rite is meant no more than the 
giving of a commiJIion to preach the gofpel to the Gentile 
nations, by which they were confecrated the Ylpojllcs of the 

Paul and Barnabas having thus received their million, 
left Antioch, taking with them John Mark, and went 
to Seleucia, a city of Syria adjoining to the fea : whence 
they let /ail for Cyprus, and ai rived at SjJamis, a port 
ionncrJy of great refoit. Having there preached Chrift 
J n the fynagogues of the Jew:., they proceeded to Pa- 
ph'» 1 ., a city in the fame ilktiul, ihiefly lamous for a temple 
< J I Venus, the tutelar jjanldeis m the whole iJland, The con- 
Veiliun of iSei^itts i J uulus, the Kouun Pioconful, happened 

R r 4 where* 

(n/i AAU Aiii, (a.)) N'um. viii. 74 Rom. i. r. Gal. i. i$ m 

{<■) T 1 1 i M.'iiinht n mull have been ol" hh;li birth, as he had the 
wii.f jiuric with llcri/d Aniipas : lie wii* peihaps ion of Manahen 

1 1: -ikc of die banhedi ini mulct HUM, a i/ctu uliiexr under Herod* 
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there. Thefe apoftles taking £hip again at Paphos, failed to 
Perge in Pampbylia. Here John Mark weary or the hard- 
fhips, and difcou raged at the dangers from obftinate Jews and 
idolaters, which every where attended their laborious mi/lion, 
to the great grief of his uncle Barnabas, left them and re- 
turned to jerufalem. Paul and Barnabas from Perge tra- 
velled eighty miles northward to Antioch in Pifidia. There 
they preached iirft in the fynagogues of the Jews, but find- 
ing them obftinately deaf to the happy tidings of falvaticm, 
they told rhem, that by preference they had anounced fir ft to 
them the words of eternal life ; but fince they rejected that 
ineftiniablc grace, they would addrefs the fame to the Gen- 
tiles, as God had commanded by his prophets. The caafpe- 
rated Jews had intereft enough to get them expelled that cay. 
T he apo fides went next to Iconium the metropolis of Lycau- 
nia, and preached there fome time : but at length, the ma- 
lice of the Jews prevailed, and the apoftjes nanowly efe.ipd 
being ftoned. They bent their courfc hence to Lyfha, in the 
fame province, in which city the idolaters furpri/cd to fee a 
cripple miraculoufly healed by St. Paul, declared the gods 
were come anions them. They save to Paul the name of 
Mercury, becaufe lie was the chief fpcaker, and to Barnabas 
that of Jupiter, probably on account of his gravity, and the 
comeJincfs of his perfon (b). In this perfuailon thev vvcic 
preparing to offer facrihees to them, and were with difficulty 
diverted from it by the two faints. But foon after, at the 
malicious "mitigation of the Jews, they pa fled to the oppnlltc 
extreme, and ftoned Paul, However, though left for thud, 
when the diiciples came (probably to inter hi., body) he iv.fc 
up, went back into the cir.y, and the next day departed with 
Barnabas to Derbe. Hence, after numerous converhons, duv 
returned to Lyflia, Iconnun, and the other cities aiic.lv 
mentioned, confirming the faithful in the doctrine iliev 
Jatcly received, and ordaining; piicfis in eveiy cliuich. \\\<\ 
■at length anived at Antioch in Syria, and continued vvun l 
tlii'ciples of that city a confuleralde time, full cA j«<v .Jul 
'lhankfi'ivimz; lor the fuccefs of their minili i y. lJunti:\ uwt 
abode in this city, arofe the dilute relating to tne ueiUniyot 
obftTviup the jViofaick rites, St. ijarnaba.; joined St. P.ui. in --p- 
.poiing fume of the Jevvi/h lonveits who un?vd the iitt«.jinv 



eJ 



(/;) Sp, Barnabas is reprcfoufed U'Ju nce °t C hrs follow vvri.c ■ 

by St. <Jlin in: i jn and ;tll anti- the I. tiler : " I le ^ L 1 1 1 * V 

.quity a man of a beautiful 41 cubits Irvli : yet he :uvvma«i 

S.-.U'' \ «•] era hie a'pei't. and if a <l above t!ic heavens, 

'jnajelliel: piefence, wiieivai in. ( ap. & S \ u , Cji'itic. Inc. 
i auJ ua- of a juvv tfaunir. 
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of oblerving them under the gofpel. This weighty queftion 
crnvc occafion to the council of the apoitlcs at jerufalem, 
held in the year 51, wherein SS. Paul and Barnabas gave a 
full account of the fuccefs of their labours amongji the Gen- 
tiles, and received a confirmation of their million, and carried 
back the fynodal letter to the new converts of Syria and Ci- 
Jicia, containing the decillon of the council, which had exemp- 
ted the new converts from any obligation on the foiegoing 
head, 

St. Barnabas gives us a great example of humility in his vo- 
luntary deference to St. Paul. He had been called firlt to the 
faith, had fir ft prefented St. Paul to the ypoities, and palled for 
Jirft among the doctors of the church of Antioch, yet on everv 
occafion he readily yields to hirn the qualirv of fpeaker, and 
the fir ft place : which we muft afcribc to h:s humility. Nei- 
ther did St. Paul feek any other prc-cmi nence than the firffc 
place in all labours. At la ft a diheiciue in opinion concern- 
ing; Mark produced a feparation, vvhlnmt the lea It breach of 
charity in their hearts. John Maik n.ct them again at An- 
tioch. St. Paul propofed to our faint to make a circular vifit 
to the churches of Alia, which they had founded. Barnabas 
was for taking his kinfman Mark with him : but Paul was of 
a different fentiment in regard to one who before had betray- 
ed a want of courage in the lame undertaking. The Holy 
Ghoft would by this occafion fep. irate the two a po flies, that, 
for the greater benefit of the chinch- the crofnel mi Hit be car- 
ried into more countries. John Mark by this check became fo 
courageous and fervent, that he was from that time one of the 
moft ufeful and zealous preach. is of the gofpel. St. Paul after- 
wards cxprcflld a high elleem of him in hi:: epiffle to the Co- 
loffians (21) : and dining his imprifonment at Rome, char- 
ged St. Timothy to come to him, and ro bring with him John 
Mark, calling him a perfon ufehii for the minillry (2 \). John 
Mark fin illicit the com le o( his apollolick labours at Ihblis in 
Plurnicia, and is mentioned in the Roman martyrologv on the 
?/tJ» of September. Aftei this /epaiation St. Paul, with Silas, 
inivelhd into Syria and Cilieia, and Harnabas, with !us kinf- 
man, betook himfelf to his native iJl.nid C'ypiu>. ileic the 
fiend writings di fin ifs his hi/ioiy. 

narnahas always remeinhc led the converfion of nation* 
Was the piovinee allotted to him, nor could lie he induced to 
allow nimfelf any repofe, whilll. he law whole countiie.s dc- 
pnved of the I i f> lit: of falvatmu. Theodoici lay., he ivtuin- 
u ' «»gain to St. Paul, and was lent by him to L'oiinth u'itfc 

Titus. 

(i) Culoif, iv. io, 11. (zi) Tim. jv. it, 
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Titus. Dorotheas, and the author of the Recognitions, f U p. 
pofes him to have been at Rome. The city of Milan ho- 
nours him as patron from a tradition, fupported by monu- 
ments which feem to be of the fourth age, affirming that he 
preached the faith there, and was the founder of that church 
(c). But how wide foever his mifTIons lay, he always re- 
garded his own country as the .province especially allotted to 
his care 5 and there he finiflied his life by martyrdom. Alex- 
ander, a monk of Cyprus in the fixth age, hath written an ac- 
count of his death, in which he relates, that the faith having 
made great progrefs in Cyprus by the alliduous preaching, edi- 
fying example, and wonderful miracles of this apoftle, it hap- 
pened that certain inveterate Jews who had perfecuted the 
holy man in Syria came to Salamis, and flirrcd up many 
poweiful men of that city againfr. him. The faint was ta- 
ken, roughly handled, and infulted by the mob, and after 
many torments Ironed to death. The remains of St. Bar- 
nabas were found near the city of Salamis, with a 
of the gofpel of St. Matthew in Hebrew laid upon his 
breaft, written with St. Barnabas's own hand. The book 
was fent to the emperour Zeno in 485, as Theodorus Lec- 
tor relates (23). St. Paul mentions St. Barnabas as ftill living in 
the year 56 (24). St. Chryfoftom fpeaks of him as alive in 
63 (25J. He feems to have attained to a great age {d). 

St. 
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[zi) Theod. Left. 2. p. 557. Suiclas, &c. 
6. (25) S. Chi'vT. Horn. 11 in Colofl*. 



(24) 1 Cor. ix. 



ft-) The religious Order of 
Regular Clerks, called JJaina- 
bitcs, front the church of this 
faint in Milan, of which they 
obtained potfeflion in K4>, was 
founded at Milan by three pioin> 
noblemen in 1530, coiiarmcd by 
pope (. lenient VJ1. in 1 5 3 ^5, and 
hull ill. in 1 3 ^ - Thi:> Order, 
the chief ci.d of which ii> to 
furnifh able pa achers to inllruct 
the people in milli-ms, was ex- 
ceedingly fit .'o Lire d by bt. Chinks 
JJorromeo, and has hue 11 ren 
dercd illufh ioit.s by many jurat 
Men. See tJelvot 11 ill. des Old. 

m 

l^eli'y. 'V. -| . p. 1 if. 

(J) An epiitie which is a- 
tanL in Give:!:, and be-u s the 



name of St. Barnabas, is quoted 
as his undoubted work by St 
Uen.ent of Alexandria, Origen, 
&c. But St. Jcrom and ku/'e- 
bius (J. 3. hill. c. 25.) rank it 
among the apocryphal or unc .'mo- 
nies d writings ; and it is evident, 
that the church never received it 
into the canon of holy faiPtiue. 
On which account Tillcniont, 
(T. i. p. 659 ) Ceillier (T. 
p .|o.;,) and many niheu chink 
it i ! not the woik ut this ajiollli'i 
neveithelef:;. Dr. Caw; (Hill, bi- 
ter. T. 1. p. iK ) and Icve1.1l 
uthcib maintain St. llarnaha., 10 
be the true author. It m )c:it ' 
(t-. tainly to be a nroducUun ol 
the apoilulick a^e : which the 
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St. Barnabas, the more perfectly to difengage his a ft ect ions 
from all earthly things, fet to the primitive church an he- 
roick example, by diverting hirnfelf of all his large pofieifions 
in favour of the poor : riches arc a gift of God to he re- 
ceived with thankfulnefs, and to be we'll employed. .But fu 
difHcuIt and dangerous is their (reward/hip; fo rare a grace 
is it for a man to po/Tefs them, and not find his a frictions 
entangled, and his heart wounded by them, that many hcroick 
fouls have chofen, with St. Barnabas, to for (alee all thing?, 
the more eafily to follow Chrift in perfeft naked nefs of heart. 
Thole who are favoured with them, muff, employ them in 
good offices, and in relieving the indigent, not diffipatc them 
in luxury, or make them the fuel of their paftions : they mult 
ftill dare to be poor - 9 muft be di (engaged in their affections ; 
and muft not be uneafy or diftuibed if their money takes its 
flight, being perfuaded that the Iofs of worldly treafures de- 
prives them of nothing they can properly cull their own. 



very ftyle feems to fhew. It was 
written to the Jewifli converts 
who held the obfervance of the 
ceremonial law to be neceffary 
in the gofpei difpenfation. The 
author difplays much Hebrew 
erudition, and a great knowledge 
of the holy fenptures, to flicw 
that the IXlofaick ceremonies 
were abolifhed by the new law. 
J11 the feeond part he lay.-, down 
e::celle:ii precepts of morality on 
t.ic virtues of humility, meek- 
nefs, patience, charity, challiry, 
&c muter the notion of the way 
ul ii;;tit, in which the good walit 
tijuier the fafeguard and conduct 
of the any, els of God. as the had 
•''re under the influence of the 
:n, |;t'hi < f Satan. Anions other 
VJ ^es lie invemhs feverelv juainll 
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talkativenefs, which he fays, 
is the* in arc of death. He teaches 
that the fix days of the creation 
iignify aliegorically 6000 years, 
arter which term he fixes the 
general conflagration of the 
world. The fame is advanced 
by feveral other ancient wiiterr, 
iron* a traditionary notion of the 
'Jews, giound'jd on the iunpofed 
prediction of < ne Elias, not the 
<;ieat prophet or that name : on 
which tiie lomv annotat ion or 
Cotelier 011 thi^ paiiag'j may be 
con fulled, (n. 15.) iJut u this 
no heed i.^ to be "iven The 

iilih general council of I ate. an 
ioibitls any pieachci^ lu picdnnc 
to determine the time oi ChniL's 
fecund coinin*>\ which he ailiueS 
us uo iij.m !" iiuv, eth. 
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St. J O H N of Sahagun, C. Hermit o: 

the Order of St. Auomftine. 

-fraTz A/V life contained in 7izne letters of Blejfed fohn of Sevi .., 
written foon after his deaths extant in Afta SancJ. with th\ 
notes of F. Papebrocb. T. 2. p. 616. 

A. D. 1479. 

w I 

ST. John 9 fon of John Gonzalez of Caftrillo, was a na 
tive of Sahagun or St. Kagondez, in the kingdom of Leon,j 
in Spain. He went through the courfe of his ftudies in thi 
fchools of the Benedictine monks of St. Fagondez, and no] 
fooner hadhe received the ecclefiairical tonfure, than his father 
procured him a fmall benefice. The bifhop of Burgos took! 
him fhortly after into his family, and preferred him to a canon 
ry, though the abbot of St. Fagondez had already put him inj 
poifcflion of three fmall benefices. The pretence for this 
plurality was the incompetency of the livings for the main- 
tenance of the incumbent. John had lived always blamclefsj 
in his morals, and his life had an appearance of .virtue above 
the general bulk of chriflians. But the divine grace opening 
his eyes, he at length difcovered many errours in his conduct,; 
and fet himfelf ferioufly to reform them. The firft ffep he tookj 
Was to extort, by repeated importunity, leave from the bifhopof 
Burgos to reflgn his church-livings, referving only one chapei,J 
in which he every day faid mate, often preached, and cate- 
chized the ignorant. He lived in the ftricTtefr. evangelical po-i 
verty and mortification, retired from the world, and began by 
ferious confideration to take a view of himfelf, and of the^ 
Itate of his foul. He learned by experience that pious reading,! 
meditation and prayer afford a purer joy than all the train ofi 
worldly pleafures can give, . Having at length obtained his; 
bimop's confent, he repaired to Salamanca, where he applied; 
himfelf during four years to the itudy of theology. After; 
which term, he attended the care of fouls in the pari/h church; 
of St, Sebaflian, and frequently preached with wonderful zealj 

and fruit, In the mean time he lived with a virtuous canon,; 

ana 
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nd inured himfelf to the practice of great aufterities during 
ine years, till he was obliged to be cut for the ftone. So foon 
he had recovered his health after the operation y he took the 
llgious habit among the hermits of St, A tiffin in Salamanca, 
1463. In his noviciate he appeared already a perfect mailer 
a fpiritual life, and made his folemn vows on the twenty- 
ighth of Auguft, in 1464. He fo perfectly attained the? 
pirit of his rule, that no one was more mortified, more 
bedient, more humble, or more difengaged from creatures 
han he appeared to be in all his actions. Being commanded to 
mploy his talents in preaching, he delivered from the pulpit 
he word of God with fuch energy and force, as difcovered 
ovv much his under/landing was enlightened, and his hearfc 
Heel with the holy maxims of the gofpel. By his pathetick 
crmons and private exhortations, he introduced an entire re- 
oimation of manners throughout the whole city, and extin- 
uilh'ed the moff inveterate feuds and animofities, which, efpe- 
cially among the noblemen, produced daily bad effects : for by 
the /pirit of mzeknefs with which he was endued, he had a 
particular talent in reconciling enemies, and in appearing dif- 
entions. Thofe whom he found full of bitternefs againfr. their 
.eighbour, he irifpired with the love of peace and charity, and 
taught them to feek no other revenge than that of forgiving all 
injuries, and of overcoming enmity by benefits. 

Being appointed mafter of the novices, he difcharged that im- 
portant office with extraordinary prudence and fweetnefs. In 
147 J, he was chofen prior of his convent, which was a houfe 
famous for the feverity of its" dlfcipline, and for maintaining 
the true fpirit of the Order. The faint was fenfible, that all 
advice and precepts are inefr^cbuul when they are not fupported 
k example, and thought it his duty to conduct his religious in 
the path of perfect virtue, mure by example than by authority. 
The high opinion which every one had of his fanclhy con- 
tributed to give the grea.efi weight to his words and example. 
Our faint, by his. puncy. of .heart and eminent fpirit of prayer, 
was prepared to receive or God a lingular prudence, and gift 
of difc'jmiiig fpirits. He was favoured with an extraordinary 
light in penetrating the receiVes of the hearts uf penitents. 
He heard the conreilluns of all who p?efen ted ihem l'lves; but 
was fevere in detLrrhig ab/biution to habitual ixnners, and to 
ecclehafricks who din not live according to the /pirit of their 
ffi oft holy pro fcfiion. He laid mafs with a devotion that ex~ 
ttcdingly ediRbd all that were prefent. Without re/peel of 
Prions, he reproved vice in the great ones with a liberty which, 
ofen drew upon him fevere perfecutions. A certain duke whom 
w had ex a Iterated by his charitable exhortations to forbear 

provoking 
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provoking heaven by the oppreflion of his vaflals, fent two af- 
faffins to murder him ; but at the fight of the holy man, the 
ruffians were flruck with remorfe, and cafting themfelves at his 
feet, begged pardon for their crime. The duke falling Tick, 
humbly^teftified to the faint his fincere repentance, and by his 
prayers and bicifing recovered his health. St. John being vi- 
iited with his laft ficknefs, foretold his death, and happily flept 
in the Lord on the eleventh of June, 1479. He was glorified 
by many miracles both before and after his death, beatified by 
pope 'Clement VIII. in 1601, and canonized by Alexander VIII. 
in 1690. Benedicl XIII. commanded an office in his honour 
to be inferted in the Roman breviary on the twelfth of June. 

The example of the faints teaches us, that there is nothi 
to be got for virtue in a life of diflipation. Worldly con- j 
verfation which turns on vanity and trifling amufements, in- j 
fenfibly takes off the bend of the mind towards virtue, and the? 
conftitution of the foul is hereby impaired no lefs than that of 1 
the body is by means deftrucSlive of its health. In retirement 
and by frequent ferious confideration, the mind acquires more 
ftrength, more extenfivenefs, and more activity: and is fed 
with pure truths, and ftrongly confirmed in good principles, 
There is nothing more ufeful or neeeflary to weaken the im- 
prcflion that fenfible obje&s make upon us. Every good 
chriftian ought from time to time to retire from the world to 
be alone : and to have regular hours for pious reading and con- 
fideration. « Reflc&ion," fays St. Bernard, « is the eye of 
" 4 the foul : it lets light and truth into it." The divine wif- 
dom fays : / will lead her into the wildtrnefs 9 and 1 will fpeak 
to her heart ( 1). 

On the fame DAY 

SS. Bam-liim-s, QymiNUS or Cyrinus, Nabor and Naxarius. 
SS . Gelatins and ^rc-ory the Great in their facramcntaries, the anci- 
ent Roman calendar published by 1*. Pronto, and the truemartyrohW 
of Bcde make honourable xnemion of theie four martyrs, who 1 of- 
fered at Rome, and were interred on the AureJian road. According 
to the u&s of their martydom, they were four fokhcrs m the arm/ 
of Maxen:iu;,fon of Maximian Ucrculcm. ; and aiter fuftoring m- 
iiv tonncnth were beheaded by the command or Aurelms, prelect of 
Rome. Sc. Chrodegang, biihop of Mctz, in 756, having procured thv 

velieks of fevoral martyrs from Rome, he placed thoie ot bj.U/»-' 
vcxnui, vi the abbey of Carv.c, four leagues trom iVJet/. ; thotc 
iSt. N.iv.auus in that of I.orch or l-auihhelm, in the lhu ^. i 
Worm:, and thoie of St. Nabui in that of Sc. Hilary on the tdo.Uh 



( 1 ) Ofee ii. 



j ulie 13. St. A N T O N Y of Padua, C. 607 

fincc corruptly called St. A vol's,. S. e. St. Nabor's, in the diocefe of 
JWetz. — See Paul the deacon, R-abanus Maurus, N other, &c. 
Another St. Nabor is honoured with St. Felix, on the twelfth, 

St. Onuphrius, Hermit. He lived fome time in an auftere mo- 
nailery of 100 monks near Thebes in Egypt. A defire of imitating 
the folitude of St. John Baptirt moved him to feck a retreat ia 
the molt folitary wiidernels of that country- He for fome year* 
(truggied with grievous temptations, but by perfevcrance overcame 
them, and by the exercises of holy folitude prepared his foul for the 
etafeft communications with God, in which he found the repofe of 
his heart, the comfort of his earthly pilgrimage, and a kind of an- 
ticipation of the eternal enjoyment of heaven. He fpent in this re- 
tirement fixty years, unknown to the world but by his prayers ne^- 
vcr ceafed to implore the divine mercy in its behalf, and for the 
protection of the church under the perfecutions of the two Arian 
cmpcrours, Conllantius and Valens. A date -tree and a palm-tree 
which grew near his cell, furnifhed him with food. He died on the 
twelfth of June. — See his life by one Paphnucius in Rofvveide, p. 99. 

JUNE 13. 

* 

St. ANTONY of Padua, C. 

His genuine life hat rtccived fever al Interpolations from popular 
reports of ?io authority. But JVaddlng s Annals af his Order 
juniifl) us with good memoirs relating to his life and afJions. 
Sty the judicious notes of tht Bollaudijis, slot a Sanctorum funii. 
T. 2. p. 706. 

A. D. 1 23 1. 

ST. Antony, though a native of Lifbon ire- Portugal, re- 
ceived his iiirnamc from his long refidence at Padua, which 
lity is poffcfied of the trcafure of his relicks. lie was born in 
I.UJ5, and chriftcned by the name of Ferdinand, which lie 
'hanged for that of Antony when he entered the Order of St. 
r rancid, out of devotion to the gn at patriarch of monks, who 
was the titular faint of the little chapel of his Order in which 
lif took the habit. Uis father was iYlartin do Pulloncs, an 
(> dieer in the army of A Iphoufu.s I. (in named el Cotftdtdator y 
who having defeated five kinpjs oi* the Moors in the battle of 
'^icjiiOj in 1 1 70, was crowned Lino; of Poitmra), and died in 

J1 05, J his prince'* lather Henj-y of Duryjndy, grand fon of 

Robert 
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Robert king of France, had begun the conqueft of that coun- 
try, but never took the title of king. The mother of our 
faint was Mary of Tevera, one of the moh: accomplifhed of 
women. Both his parents were equally diffinguifhed by their 
nobility and virtue. They placed their fon very young in the 
community of" canons of the cathedral of Lifbon, where his 
rifing genius was carefully cultivated, and from his tender yean 
he always advanced both in knowledge and devotion. Ac 
It! teen years of age, lie entered among the regular canons of 
St. Auflin near Lnfbon : but not bearing the interruption an,! 
diftradiion which the vifits of his friends there gave him, he 
dcfired two years after, to be fent to the convent of the Hoi" 
C rote, of the fame Older, at CoYmbra, a hundred miles from 
the former city. The clofe retirement, and the aufierity 111 
which lie there lived, allonifhed his brethren, whilft he pui- 
fued his {Indies, and read afiiduoufly the holy fcriptures and fa- 
thers. By his regular method and application, and by in,* 
found and piercing judgment he made a quick progrefs, and 
together with a profound knowledge of theology, acquired ; 
perfect habit rf nervous and convincing eloquence, in the 
mean time fie inflamed his devotion by affiduous prayer and 
holy meditation, and nourimed daily in his foul the ftrongcjt 
fentimer.ts an J alFe^ljons of piety, without which means the 
heart is left fpi ritual!-/ dry, the ufual confequence of ftuciies 
whether f.icrcd or profane, unlefs prayer imparts to them i:j 
unclion. Hut the faint was called by God to ferve him with 
greater fervour, and to be the ornament and fuppoit of an- 
other ill till r ■ . il; riling Order of religious men. 

Me had lived at CoYmbra near eight years, when Don IV- 
dro, infant i«i" Po/tuga!, brought over from Morocco the re- 
\\rk< of the lie Franci (cans, who had been latch' there crownel 
with m.n t\ i\iom. Ferdinand was ilron<ilv a Heeled at t^e 
ti'dit. ami coneeived an ardent defire to lav down his lee 
ioj Chrift. Shoitly after, certain Francilean friars came to h'-f 
monaiteiv of the Holy Oofs, to beg .111 alms for their ennnnu- 
niiv. F- idin-md difcovu'td to them bis inclination to eiwr.-' ' 
their infliie.te, and was by them eneouiaged to put it in t % - 
cation. No (boner wa> this known among the canon-, fa: 
thev 1 nd( ;iv< mred to dWfuade him fiom fueh a rel«>lnrion, :vu 
he fufku-d inueh fu»m iheir railleries and hitter repro.u Ik 
But he rrjoiced in hu nuliaiions, and ho heir an hv them to leant 
to ovcii»*:uo himfclf, and to root out ol his heart ah in:*- 
tn<r puif.ii ol uiide. W hilft he examined his voeatioM, nea 
bejiucl the direcii«>n of the Mol v C i liofl, he found his ivi'f- 
lution evciv dav to train new Hu-m'th iVom the elieein he rmi- 

ceived loi an Order which inlpired an eminent fpirit o( ninitw 

.Icin, 
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I dom 3 and ftill enjoyed the direction and Jiving example of it 3 
| holy founder. Its poverty and aufterities had alfo charms t$ 
him. Having therefore obtained the confent of his prior, he 
received this new habit in I22r,in the little Francifcan convent^ 
dedicated to the great St. Antony, patriarch of the monks, near 
Co'nnbra. After ibme time fpent in folitude, prayer and peni- 
tential aufterities, burning with a defire of martyrdom, he ob- 
tained leave to go into Africa to preach the gofpel to the Moors. 
He was /carce arrived there, when God, iatislied with the facri- 
^ fice of his heart, vifued him with a fevere fit of illnefs, which 
I obliged him to return to Spain for the re-eitablifhment of his 
I heahh. But by contrary winds, the veflel on which he was 
'embarked, was driven to Sicily, and touched at Medina; 
I where he was informed that St. Francis was then holding a ge- 
\ neral chapter at Afliiium. Sick and weak as he was, the dciire 
I of feeing the holy founder of his Order carried him to Afli- 
: iium. VVhen he had feen St. Francis, he defired to cultivate 
, the happinefs which he enjoyed in the company of the fain; , 
and in order to fray nearer his perfon, offered himfelf to the 
provincials and guardians of Italy. St. Francis approved his 
inclination to renounce his friends and country : but not one 
of the fuperiours there afi'embled would be troubled with him, 
fo unpromifing and fickJy was his alpecTt ; for he took care ,to> 
conceal his learning and talents, and prefentcd himfelf only 
to ferve in the kitchen. At Jaft a guardian in the province of 
Romagna, named Gratiani, took pity of him, and fent him to 
the hermitage of Mount-Paxd, a little folitary convent near 
Uologna, Antony tlignghi of nothing, but burying himfelf 
Lie in ohfcur.ty unknown to the world, joining the fwects of 
b:\LV croy contemplation with the aufceritics of a peniten,ti,ajL 
iii.-, ana ihj. humiliaMon.; of fuch a ftate. He never let f^U one 
v.-.r-i which nii^ht Jhe-y/ his learning, much lefs any thinjg of 
'.(<: tali'ifoe communion \on> of his loul with God; but liUene.4 
^> <- tvy body, and only fpoke when obliged, till ap accident 

! n known to the woihh An ajlenibly of the neiglj- 
J^(,;n:nicau and Francifcan jriars was hc-x\ at Porli, in 
ihr j )u!ninicarj:., :e: ibang'.rs, were defired to make an. 
Ki/i-ai to the company. Fh'-y all excufed themLlvus;, 
eve; y one iayin:^ ilut he was n«.*t pic-pare J. Then Antony's. 
j'lunJwn nidned him u, /peak, and to fay whatever the iioly 

»jiu»H lhuuld put in hi;, jiinu'h. 'l'\w faint to uc o.\ - 

uiIliJ, alleging that he bad been only u! : :d the <!ii;jt,,s 

"Uhc kitchen, and t<> f\yecp the hmile. lint the fupeiiour in- 

liilhj upon hi.s compliance, he !p >kc v.'i'.h fuch cluip-iei'v-e.., 
wiiuuiujj and- unction as alionilhed the wh..ie company, fie 
Hu* at that time, about twenty-fix year* old. 
Vol. II. S , Sc. 
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St. Francis was informed of the difcovery of this hidden 
treafure in his Order, and fent him to Vercelli there to apply 
himfelf to the fludy of theology, and after a fhort time to 
teach the facred fciences ; yet recommending to him to make 
the afliduous exercife of contemplation and prayer his principal 
employment ; left his ftudies fhould other wife extinguifti in 
him the fpirit of devotion and piety. St. Francis's letter was 
couched in the following terms : " To my moft dear brother 
" Antony, Friar Francis wifheth health in Jefus Chrifr. It 
" feemeth good to me, that you fhould read facred theology 
" to the friars: yet fo, that you do not prejudice yourfelf by 
* 6 too great earneftnefs in ftudies : and be careful that they do 
" not extinguifh in yourfelf or in them the fpirit of holy 
<c prayer." St, Anton)' taught divinity fome years with great 
applaufe at Bologna, Touloufe> Montpellier and Padua, and 
was appointed guardian at Limoges. In all thefe employments, 
he never made ufe of the general difpenfation allowed to pro- 
feflbrs of an exemption from any of the regular duties of his 
community, and he found time to preach afliduoufly to the peo- 
ple. He at length forfook the fchools to apply himfelf wholly 
to the functions of a miffionary preacher : for he thought the 
converfion of fouls from vice, and the reformation of manners 
called for his whole attention and zeal. He feemed formed 
both by nature and grace for this moft important office. He 
had a polite addrefs, an eafy carriage, and a very pleafing 
countenance. His voice was ftrong, clear and agreeable : he 
was endowed with a happy memory, and was a compleat matter 
of all the arts of ^erfuafion. To his other advantages he added 
that of the moft graceful action, and accent, by which he knew 
how to get into the very fouls of his hearers by feizing on 
their fenfes ; having learned that man has as much of a fenlible 
as of a rational creature. He was perfectly verfed in the holy 
fcriptures, had an excellent talent of applying them to the pur- . 
pofe on all oceafions, and difplayed in a clear light, and with 
incxprcfiiblc energy the genuine fcnfe, and the fpirit and mar- , 
row of the facred" text, hJut what made his eloquence moft 
prevailing, and rendered it like a torrent of fire which bore; 
down alf before him, was the unction with which he fpoke. 1 
For his heart being filled with the warmeft and moft feeling ; 
fentiments of every virtue, he poured thefe forth with an energy ; 
and y,cal that feemed irrefiflible. His words were fo many j 
darts which pierced the hearts of his hearers. For he had long \ 
trenfured up by the exercifes of humility, filence, mortification, . 
contemplation and prayer what he afterwards communicated 
lo his hearers; and his foul was itielf all flame before he cn- 

di-jvonn d to ki mile the fire of divine love in others, l'ull ol ;l ' 
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fovcreign contempt of the world and himfelf, and burning with 
a defire to die for Jefus Ch rift, and to fee his pure love reign 
in all hearts, he was above the reach of all temptations which 
could warp his integrity, or make him weaken or difguife the 
maxims of the gofpel, which he announced with equal dignity 

2nd- zeal to the great ones and the fmall. The Jearned admired 
the loftinefs of his thoughts, and the ftrong images with which 
he painted the moll fubJime myfteries, and added an unfpeakable 
dignity to the mofr obvious and common truths of religion and 
morality : yet a natural fimplicity rendered all his difcourfes no 
hh intelligible and eafy to the mpk vulgar underftandings. 
Charity and prudence took off the edge of harlhnefs from his 
rcprehenfions, and his very reproofs were not bitter or auitere,, 
but amiable and infinuating. Whilft he beat down prefumptu- 
ous finners by the terrours of the divine judgments, he at the 
fame time took care to raife and encourage their finking fouls 
by confidence in the divine goodnefs and mercy. He oppofed 
the fafhionable vices, and growing herefies of thofe times with 
equal vigour and fuccefs. The mo ft obftinate hereticks, and 
the mo ft hardened finners threw themfelves at his feet, declaring 
themfelves conquered. Pope Gregory IX. hearing him preach 
at Rome in 1227, in his furprife, figuratively called him, The 
Ark of the Covenant, or rich fpiritual treafure. The fancTtity 
and fe verity of his life gave alfo great weight to his words. 
Such was the gravity of his countenance, and the edifying mo- 
defty of his deportment, that he feemed to preach by every 
action. Having once invited a brother to go out with him to 
preach, he returned to his convent without making any fermon 
to the people. His companion afked him why he had not 
preached. cc We have done it, faid the faint, bv our jnodeft 
" looks, and by the gravity of our behaviour." The frequent 
miracles which were performed by him, much enhanced the re- 
putation of his eminent fanclity wherever he came. The 
crowds were every where fo great at his fermons, that he was 
often obliged to preach in market-places or fields. He travelled 
through cities, towns and villages with an unwearied zeal, and 
^cached in France, Spain and Italy. When he- was one day 
[b 0, ng to begin his fermon to a molt numerous aflembly in the 
pds in France, the fky was on a fuclden covered with thick 
ponds, and violent claps of thunder prefaced a dreadful floim. 
j^ta people began to difpede, and run to the neighbouring city. 

M the faint encouraged them to Hay, and by his prayers ob- 
tained that the audience, as if they had been covered with an 
Hivihl)| c canopy, felt nothing ol the dreadful Ihovvcr of rain 
a,i d hail, whilft the neighbouring fields and hi,"liy/ays weie 

covered with a deluge. 
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The fault was no lefts admirable in the confelHonal and in the 
private direction of fouls in the pulpit, Wherever he came, 
dificnfions and animoiuics were extinguifbed, ufurers rertored 
their unjuft gains, Tinners melted into tears at his d if courier, and 
by their fobs often interrupted his fcrmons, and every one fought 
his paiticular advice for the dii echon of his own confeience and 
conduct. In Lombardy, for the protection of the oppreffed 
people, he put his life in the hands of one of the moft furious 
of tyrants. Lzxelino, a native of the marquifatc of Trcvifo, 
but of German extraction, having nut himfelf at the head or" a 
party of the Gibeilins or Imperialifls, made himfelf m after of 
Verona, Padua and fevcral other cities in Lombardy, and excr- 
cifed in them the moft horrible tyranny during forty yeais. He 
contemned the anathemas cf Gicgory IX. Innocent IV. 
and Alexander IV. Hearing that the citizens of I'adua had 



— t-i 

revolted fioni him, he put to death in one day, 12,000 pencil.. 
of that country. The city of Verona, which was the place M 
his residence, had loir mod of it*» inhabitants, and was ill led with 
his guards, whole terrible armour added, fierce nefs to their lavage 
countenances. The faint, who feared no danger in the caulc of 
God and his neighbour, went boldly to Verona: he found die 
ftrcets folitary and mournful, and advancing to the palace, dc- 
fired an audience of the piir.ee. Being introduced into his 
chamber, he law him feated on a throne, furrounded by his 
troop of murderers, who flood armed, ready to execute his 
bloody orders the iniiant they. were iflued. Antony, no way 
difmayed, told the tyrant, that his murders, facrileges and plun- 
ders called to heaven for vengeance upon his head, and that 
thofe whom he had (lain or ppprefled were witneffe-; bdoio 
Cod againil: him. The faint laid many things to the fame pur- 
pole, and the guards waited every moment to hear the tyrant 
command him to be cut to pieces. But to their gieat aiionifli- 
rnenr, he defcended from his throne pale and trembling ami 
putting his girdle round ins neck for a halter, call himfelf at the 
feet of the humble fervant of God, anil with many tears be- [it '< 
him to intercede with God for the pardon of his fins. The mint 
lifted him up, and gave him fuitable advice to do penance. 
Some time airerwaids he font a great piefent to Si. Antony, 
which the holy man refilled to accept, laying, the only a-sce- 
ahle p-cfent the prince could mala: him would be to relloie to 
the poor what he had unjuftly taken from them. Er/Jwo 
feomed for loinc tune to change his conduct* but after the death 
of the faint iciapled into his h.rmer diforders. At length being 
taken prifoner by the confederate princes of Lombardy? 111 

jy.59, lie died dillradlcil in dole coniinemont. 
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St. Antony when inverted with feveral dignities in his Order, 
vvas watchful to maintain the primitive fpirit and regularity in 
the houfes under his infpection. Me faw it almorl in its birth 
expofed to imminent danger, and faved it by his zeal and pru- 
dence. St. Francis dying in 1226, brother Eli&s, a man of a 
worldly fpirit, was chofen general ; who abiding his authority 
began to introduce feveral relaxations of the rule, which tended 
to the ruin of its fundamental conftitutions and fpirit. He 
built a church too magnificent for the poverty which the rule 
required and profefTed, applied money to his own private ufc, 
bought him felf a horfe, kept fervants, eat in his own chamber, 
and had better fare than the community, prepared for him. 
Moft of the provincials and guardians, out of human refpecfa, 
were gained to his way of thinking; and the reft, who faw 
that the tendency of fuch an innovation was to open a door to 
relaxations which mull neceflarily extinguish the fpirit and 
glory of the Order, had not courage to fpeak again ft it. Only 
St. Antony, and an Englifhman named Adam., boldly oppofed 
and condemned thefe abufes ; but were loaded with injuries 
and ill treatment, and only by flight efcaped perpetual imprifon- 
ment in their cells, which the general with feveral provincials 
decreed againft them as turbulent and feditious men. They 
addrelTed themfelves to pope Gregory IX. by v/hom they were 
gracioufly received and heard. His Holinefs fummoned Elias 
to appear bofore him at Rome, and having examined into the 
abufes by him introduced, depofed him from the gencralfhip. 
Antony was at that time provincial of Romagna: but took: 
this occalion to extort by importunities licence from the 
pope to refign that port, and alio to ieave the court where his 
Holinefs earneftly defired to detain him. He retired fi r ft to 
mount Alvcrno 5 thence returned to his convent at Padua, 
which he had pitched upon for hl> abode limit' time before he 
was provincial of I'oiiin^iia, and where he had formerly taught 
divinity, and preached. Airer his return, he again preached 
the hi nt there with fuch fruit, that the whole citv feemed 
rhangeii by .his flrmom. Thru it was thai he pur the I a ft 
hand to the Latin (eimons wlm h wo haw, though not as he 
1'ieaehcd them; for he diverhhed thoui aooidinj', to circum- 
ii.uiLe^, and IpoKo as t!)c atelonr of hi:, foul dii ecled him (//). 
1 bey arc no more man ^encr.d hcuh, or common places, deili- 

o a j tutu 
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tute of the ornaments and flowers which he added in fpeak- 

When Lent was over, St. Antony being much fpent with 
labour and his penitential life, finding alfo his health and 
ftrength declining very faft under an inward decay, he dcfired 
to give himfelf fome interval between bufinefs and eternity. 
Ke therefore retired out of town, to a folitary pJace called Cam- 
pietro, or Field of Peter, there to attend folely to himfelf and 
God, and by fervent prayer to difpofe his foul for the enjoy- 
ment of God : for he knew that his earthly pilgrimage was 
drawing to an end, and that he was then called to receive the 
reward of his labours. He took with him into his folitude two 
Companions, men of great virtue. His diftemper increafing 
very much upon him, he dcfired to be carried back to bis con- 
vent in Padua: but the crowds of people prefiing to kifs the 
hem of his habit were fo great and fo troublefome, that he ftopt 
in the fuourbs, and was laid in the chamber of the director of 
the nuns of Arcela, where having received the rites of the 
church with many tears, he recited the {even penitential pfaims, 
and a hymn in honour of the BleiTed Virgin till he gave up 
his happy foul to him who had created it for his own great 
glory, on the thirteenth of June, 1231, being only thirty-fix 
years old, of which he had lived ten in the Order of St. Francis. 
At the firft news of his departure the children ran about the 
ftreets, crying out : " The faint is dead. 5 ' Innumerable mira- 
cles teftified his fanflity, and he was immediately canonized by 
pope Gregory JX. in 1232, whofe bull was dated at Spoletto. 
That pope had been perfonally acquainted with the faint, and 
was a great admirer of his virtues. Thirty- two years after his 
death, a ftately church was built in Padua for his Order, mid 
his remains were tranflateel into it. The flcfh was all confumed 
except the tongue, which was found incorrupt, icd, and asfrdh 
as it was whilft he was living. St. Bonaventure, who was then 
general of the Order, and prcfrnt at this ceremony, took it into 
his hands, and bathing it with his tears, and ki fling it with 
o-reat devotion, faid : tc O bleiled tongue, that didit always 
cc praife God, and had- been the caufc that an infinite niinibfi 
<c learned to praife him : now it appears how precious thou .he 
<c before him who framed thee to be employed in to excellent 
<c and hiph a function." Tlie tongue is kept in the fame chinch 
in a moll coflly cafe. This is at prefent a great and 'amoir; 
houle of conventual J'Vancifcan f/iars, which often furniihes thu 
rnvivet (ity, which is certainly to he ranked among the bcU in 

Kuiope, with aide proleliors. The fepulchral monujneiU w 

t he 
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I the faint in the church is exceeding rich and magnificent, and 
the bafTo-relievo with which it is adorned, a maiter-piece of art. 
\ The coftly lamps which hang before it are the feveral prefents 
[ of many cities. The Portugueze likewife honour him with 
Angular veneration. On his miracles the Bollandifts may be 
confulted. Pope Gregory IX. in the bull of his canonization, 
' fays: " We therefore commanded the faid bifhop (of Padua) 
" brother Jordan prior of St. Bennet's, and brother John prior 
" of St. AufHn's, a monaftery of the Dominicans in Padua, 
« to make diligent fcrutiny into the miracles wrought at his 
" fepulchre, and into the merits of his life. Having feen the 
" authentick proofs of the miracles of the aforefaid venerable 
<{ man, befides what we know ourfelves of his holy life and 
" converfation, of which we have had experience, we by the 
" advice of our brethren, together with all the prelates with 
" us have enrolled him in the number of the faints." He had 
faid before in the fame bull : " St. Antony, rending now in 
" heaven, is honoured on earth by many miracles daily feen at 
" his tomb, of which we are certified by authentick writings. " 
Whilft we admire the graces and extraordinary gifts with 
which God was pleafed to glorify his fervant, we mult not for- 
get that he was raifed fo high, only becaufe, by divine grace, 
through the paths of felf-denial and humility, he had learned 
perfedtly to die to himfelf, and to be nothing in his own eyes* 
Pride makes our hearts an abomination to God, and puts him 
at the greateft diftance from us. This is the deep wound of 
our fouls, the main fpring of all our paflions, the dca.d)y poifon 
of virtue, the fortrefs of the devil, and the fource of all dis- 
orders. If we perfectly root out this evil, then will divine 

^race begin to eftablifh its reign, and difplay its treafures in out 
ibujs. 
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St. BASIL the Great, Archbifhop of 

Caefarea, C. 

From his own works ^ and ihi pamgyricks and funeral dlfcourfes com- 
piled by St. Gregory df Nyjja^ St. Gregory Nazian%cn, 67. 
ji?7iphi lochias and St. Ephre?n^ all his intimate acquaintance \ 
and fro?n the church hijlorians. See IJermant^ Tillcinor.t , 
^Ca*vc^ &c. 

A. D. 379. 
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T. Basil the Great, the iilurnious doclor, and intrepid 
champion of the church, was born towards the q\o{c of the 
year 329, at Ca;farea, the metropolis of Cappadocia. His 
parents were Cappadocians by birth, both equally iiJuftrious for 
their nobility, and defcended from a long line of renowned 
heroes. But his father was by extraction from Pontus, where 
Tlis "anceftors had lona; flourifhed. St. Macrma, his ernnd- 
moihcr by the father's fide ; and her pious hufband, whofe name 
has not reached us, fuffered the cemftfration of their cfrates, and 
torments almoft to death for the faith, in the reign of Maxi- 
minus II. in 311. Another time cfcaping by flight, they lived 

feven years concealed in the great forefrs of Pontus, where thev 
were wonderfully fed by frags, as St. Gregory Nazianzcn al- 
lures us ( 1). Our faint's father St. Rif] thc~Kldcr, and his wife 
St. Emmeiia, adorned the conjugal ilate by their faintly ccn- 
"Vcrfation. Their marriage was blellLd with ten child i en, of 
■which the}' left nine living, all eminent lor virtue ; thofc th-t 
weie married, and lived in the world, fecming no way infe- 
riour in piety to thofc who ferved God in holy virginity, as St. 
Gregory N.iziaiizcn tells us. .Four were fons, and the other 
five ihtughiu.s. St. A'Jacrina was the elded: of all thefe chil- 
dren, and alhded her mother in training up the re(l in pedal 
virtue. The elded, among the boy.s was Sr. J)afil : the uik'f 
three weie Naucratins, St. Giegoiy of Nyila and St. IV la of 
Sebatte. C)ur faint was the fruit of his mother's prayer:., ami 
in I) is infancy by the fame means recovered his health in a 

dangerous Jkkncii, when lie Jiad been given over by the ph y- 

iicjau., 

(1) Or, 20. 
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ficians, as St. Gregory of NyfTa relates. He received the firft 
tincture of virtue from his grandmother St. Macrina the Elder, 
under whofe care he pafled his infancy in a country-houfe near 
Ncocasfarea in Pontus : and he teftifies himfclf that during his 
whole life he never forgot the ftrong impreilions of piety, which 
her exhortations and holy example made upon his tender mind. 
His father, who Was the common matter of eloquence and 
piety in Pontus, taught him the firft elements of literature, but 
c!ied about the year 349, foon after the birth of St. Peter of 
Sebafte. He lived fome times at Ca j farea, where our faint v/as 
born, and where the fciences flourifhcd : and after his deceafe 
the young Bafil was fent to that great city for the fake of the 
fchools. He was then only ten or twelve years old : but he far 
outftripped his age in the proficiency which he made in learn- 
ing, and ftill more by the fervour with which he daily advanced 
in piety and devotion. He was judged equal in oratory to the 
belt matters in that country when he removed to Confrantino- 
pie, where Libanius, a heathen, the mott celebrated rhetorician 
of that age, and one of the firft men of the empire, gave pub- 
lick lectures with the great eft appbufe (</). This profeflbr 
was charmed with the abilities, gravity and virtue of his fcholar. 
He teftifies in his epiftles that he was in raptures as often as he 
heard him fpeak in publick. He ever after kept an epittolary 
correfpondence with him, and gave him conftaiit marks of the 
higheft efteem and veneration ( 2 ). When Bafil had made 
himfclf matter of whatever the fchools of Cxhren and Con- 
ftantinople were able to teach him, the fame laudable thirft af- 
ter ufeful learning carried him to Athens, which from the days 
of Pericles, who raifed Greece from barbariYm, remained ftill 
the feat of 'the Mules, and efpeciallv of the purity and Attick 
e'egance of the G reek tongue, which was preferred in thcfc'afl, 
though nor always with equal fplcndour, tiil the taking of Coin 
Ihinttnople by the Turks. Whereas in the Weir, the truciatte 
in polite literature began generally to decline from the reign of 
Tiberius, till by the incuriions of barbarians it feemed alnioft 
t'Xtinjruifhcd. 

at. HalTI who had full met, and contracted an intimacy" 
with St. Gregory Nazianzen at C;e('are.:, was overjoy ;*d io 

find 

(i) f.ibanius, aptid St, JJafilium. cp. 14^, 152. 



(a) This I .ibnnius rnufht rh to 
uck at Cnn(lantiiiople,Nicoiiicdj:i 
a, ulAnuoch ; was ninth honoured 
Julian the ApoJbite, and iui - 
vniiHr to the end of the reii'ii uf 
1 Ucoitolius was by him iaiUd 
to the dignity of lVa*fec'lu^ - I'lx- 



roiio. Several cpiillrs, oiariouji 
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iiautine the (ire at, and the 
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find fo worthy a friend at Athens, in 352. St. Gregory, who 
was arrived there a litcle before, had credit enough to procure 
his friend a welcome reception, and the great reputation and 
gravity of Bafil protected him from the rude treatment with 
which the fcholars were wont to receive new-comers (2), 
A fympathy of inclinations, an equal ardour for virtue and 
learning, and a mutual efteem for eath other's piety and great 
qualities formed between the two faints a friendfhip which was 
aiot founded in a light and variable affection, but in rooted love 
and motives of true virtue. Hence no jealoufy, envy, impa- 
tience or other pafiion 3 was ever able to impair the union of 
their hearts, ^vhich was not like the pailions of youth, refem- 
"bl'mg a fpi'Ing flower which quickly fades, and founded only in 
h.:Ac inte»civ, ienfe or pleafure. They had no other in te reft or 
defire than to confecrate themfelves entirely to God, and to be 
to each other a mutual comfort, fpur and afliftance in attainin 
to this great end. No paflion more eafily betrays youth thrn 
that of fenfual fondnefs begun under the facred name of friend- 
fhip : nor is there any thing in which they are to be more 
itrongly upon their guard againft themfelves, left, what at firft 
feems virtue terminate in pallion. This holy pair of perfect 
friends by their referred nefs, watchfulnefs, confirmed habit of 
mortification of their fenfes, and afliduous prayer maintained 
themfelves free from the dangerous fnares which the enemy cf 
fouls never fails to throw in the way on fuch occafions. They 
converfed together with fuch gravity, that they might ha\c 
feemed angels deffcitute of bodies. With this guard over them- 
felves, they enjoyed all the fupport and fuccour which holy 
friendfhip in God is capable of affording to pious fouls. They 
had the fame lodging and the fame table ; they purfued the 
fame employments, and feemed to have but one wi II. All 
things were common betwixt them, and in all they did, they 
had both this only view, which they made the whole endeavour 
of all their adlions, that watching or fleeping, in folitudc or in 
company, at work or in ftudy, fafting or taking ncccflary rc- 
frefhment, or whatever elfe they did, they might live only to 
glorify God, continually adore and honour, with all their fa- 
culties, the divine being, and do his will. All their fervour 
and watchfulnefs could not have been able to fecurc their in- 
nocence, had they not carefully fhunned the rock of had com- 
pany ; which St. Gregory particularly remarks (3J : " Neither 
ct did we," fays he, tc keep company with fcholars that were 
" impious, rude or impudent ; but with thofe that were the 
<c belt and the mo ft peaceable, and thole whofe convcrlatkm 

cf * brought us much profit; being perfuaded that it iu an ilhiiioii 
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i « to feek the company of finners on pretence to reform ot 
i « convert them : it is far more to be feared, they will com- 
i " municate their poifon to us." A moft important precept to 
all men, efpecially to youth ; the neglect of which is the ruin 
of the ftrongeft virtue ; and renders abortive all the care and in- 
ftruclions of the moft zealous parents and paftors, and all the 
fruit of the beft education. St. Gregory adds of himfelf and 
his friend : cc We knew only two ftreets, and chiefly the firft: 
" of thefe which led us to the church and to the holy teachers 
" and do£bors who there attended the fervice of the altar, and 
<c nourifhed the flock of Chrift with the food of life. The 
" other ftreet with which we were acquainted, but which we 
(< held in much lefs efteem, was the road to the fchools, and 
" to our mafters in the fciences. We left to others the ftreets 
a which led to the theatre, to fpedlacles, feaftings and diver- 
" lions. We made it our only and great affair; it was our only 
" aim, and all our glory, to be called, and to be chriftians.** 

St. Bafil was an adept in all the liberal arts and fciences. 
An infight into every different branch of them contributes ex- 
ceedingly to improve and enlarge the faculties of the mind, and 
is neceffary to every one that would excel in any one fcience, 
efpecially, as Tully obferves, in oratory. This art was in the 
higheft requeft, and of the greateft ufe among the Greeks and 
Romans. And our two ftudents in fitting themfelves for the 
miniftry of the church, fpared no pains to perfect themfelves in 
the art of true and genuine eloquence. If the fathers feem 
fometimes todefpife it, they fpeak only of the ftudied and fu- 
perfluous ornaments of rhetorick which only tickle the ear, 
and in a chriftian preacher debafe the grandeur and dignity of 
our myftcries, and rather pervert than promote the end for 
which they are revealed to us. Too florid pomp of words 
lakes off from the noble fimpiicity, which beft fuits the dignity 
of fucrcd truths, and which inimitably fhines in the infpired 
writings, and renders their genuine eloquence fupcriour to the 
moft finifhed pieces of ail profane orators. But with this fim- 
piicity are compatible the trueft grandeur, and the moft agree- 
able charms and beauty of diction of which any fubjccl: matter 
is fufccptiblc. And St. Gregory Nazianzcn and other fathers 
have (hewn that, though the divine truths arc not preached to 
us in tire perfuafivc words of human wifdom (4) i ncvcrthelcfs 
the proper fuccours of eloquence are not to be High ted by 
paftors in the miniftry of the word. Thofe who degrade that 
lubliinc office by a want of method in their difcourfes, or by a 
low groveling exprcflion, difhonour God whole ambafladours 
they arc, depreciate his divine word, and by their carelcflhcfs 

and 
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and floth give the faithful a contempt and diftafte for the moft 
incftimable treafure, with the difpenfation of which God hath 
honoured them. And every one who is called to the care of 
fouls is bound to exert his utmoft efforts, to qualify himfelf to 
publifli to men the great truths of ialvation with a dignity that 
becomes the great importance of that function which is the 
firfr, the principal and the moft indifpenfable duty of every 
paftor, and on which depends the falvation of moft of the fouls 
that are committed to his care. Bafil and Nazianzen in this 
view applied themfelves to the ftudy of oratory, and imitatin 
the induftry of a Thucydides or a Demofthenes they with 
incredible pains formed their ftyle upon the bell: models {b). 

St, 



(b) According to the true me- 
thod to fucceed in fuch ftudies, 
they did not, at firft fetting out, 
overwhelm their mind with read- 
ing a multitude of authors, 
which in lie ad of enriching and 
forming, would only have dis- 
ordered and confounded it. 
They obferved the ufeful Latin 
proverb: " Beware of the man 
" of one book." They only then 
enlarged theirreading when they 
had already formed a regular 
fyftem of each fcience. jt was 
their- htil care to make a (elect 
choice of the moft excellent au- 
thors to read them, not fuper- 
fici ally and in a hurry, but with 
attention, again and a»;iin, and 
to digell their lectures by cJofc 
reflection: they often reviewed 

the moll beautiful paiiages, com- 
pared them together, and firove 
to imitate them till ihey feized 
every delicacy and perfection of 
diction and fentimuit. In their 
own compofitions they often 

corrected their hi it thought;., 
look time and pains to polifh, 
a ikI t»ive to every part of their 
dilvourfe all poilihle llrengih and 
ornament, ami to render it per- 
fectly Linifoini and beautiful: 
they doubt 1 eh; fubmitted their 
produclioiia to one another^ ccn- 



fure, or to that of other friends, 
and they knew the critical iea- 
fon of laying afide the file : not 
like thofe who being never able 
to pleafe themfelves fpoil what 
was well done ; or thofe who 
are fo blindly enamoured of their 
own works, as to be loath to 
pare away trifling thoughts, or 
fuperfluous words and repetitions 
which weaken and d chafe the 
finelt itrokes : by which fault 
the many real beauties of Sene- 
ca are eclipfed. The graceful- 
nefs of a natural, cafy and ani- 
mated action, the lad accom- 
pliihment of oratory, is acquired 
by attention and practice in do- 
claming : by which our happy 
lrudents attained to the amiable 
elegance, and delicacy of gel hire 
in Speaking, which was the tlii- 
tinguilhing character of Cicero; 
and at the lame time imitate,! 
the lire and activity of Denton 1 - 
henes who, in that refpect, whe- 
ther in compofition or the deli- 
very, never had an equal union;', 
the ancient Cuceks and Ra- 
mans. The lingo gives only 
a theatrical accent and gelhnc, 
ill becoming an orator : it never 
formed any great man to (pern: 
well at the bar or in the pulpit. 

It was therefore no lofs, bin a 

complicate" 
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St. Bafil excelled likewife In poefy, philofophy, and every 
other branch of literature. By many obfervations on natural 
philofophy fcattered in his works, efpecially in his book, On 
the Creation? or work of fix days, called Hexa'emeron y it appears 
that his fkill in the hiftory of nature was more juft, and mvirs 
extenfive than that of AriftotJe, notwitbftanding the helps- 

" which* 



complicated advantage to our 
faints, that, from motives of 
virtue, they abhored the theatre. 
The faithful nefs of their own 
geniufes, and this their happy 
method, and fuccefs in their Un- 
dies, rendered them the two moil 
accornpliihcd orators the world 
has ever produced, fuperiour 
even to Cicero and Demofthe- 
nes, the unrivalled princes of 
eloquence among the ancient 
Greeks and Romans. Both re- 
ferable more Demofthenes than 
the Latin orator. This latter 
adapting himfelf to the genius of 
the Romans ufually expatiates 
in fine images and plealing turns 
upon the fame topick : whereas 
the Athenians being naturally 
more thoughtful, a lively hint, 
a (juiclc thought, or a clofe en- 
thymeme, as more agreeable lo 
them who loved cloic attention, 
nnd whom the molt iapid ilafh 
could not efeapc : they would 
have the pi en Jure of crack in 
ihe nut to come at the kcnii"; 

«'uk1 required in every wo; tJ a 
deep fenfe, and a fjvfh fund of 
I'filk-tftion 'i he gcniu«. cA the mo- 
tieiii ! rcncli, and mr ). more thai 
<>l dveSp.aniai d:. a:"! I; .Uniiv .-. 
i" this iv pec i hes n.ui ihm ,he 
:uieic;nt komam. ; hi^u iheir 
A!j»erotti ;. and l-'lcc die- >, ofieii 
suiuilr: 1 h< i 'i i v) ve.'j with playing, 
' 0I 'J-', on if: - fame thought, tin)' 

among tht-ij) the inimitable Kon • 
t'line, iJofiuct, .me ionic oih cr», 
aie exceptions fioinihi remark, 
•'^inoilhciies , in .imitation oi 



Thucydides, nnd fuitably to the 
genius of the Athenians, is every 
where dole, full of profound? 
fenfe, as quick as lightning ; 
he reafens by ihort enthymemes, 
\\hich antiquity fo much admired 
in his writings, and by which 
he confounded, and beat down 
all opponents with an irre- 

fiihble iorce. Notwithstanding 

the inimitable fire, and the na- 
tural eafinefs of his Hyle, in 
which we entirely Iofe fight of 
the orator, being totally occu- 
pied on the matter, his art fome- 
'times (hews itfclf, and his dif- 

courfe appears laboured ; 
whence it was objected to him, 
that they fmelt of the oil of his 
lamp. Cicero moll admirably 
proportions his ilyle to his tub- 
jeer, and he who dazzles our 
eyes, and i wells above the 
clouds when he defejibjs tlie 
peifecl orator, j?lu!.s like a 
gentle ure;:m in his ph.ijibphb 
cal work.;, e\cry where with 
equal iprighilind;., and with in- 
cnmnajable ch irms and ni.i'.c*. 
Vet I- cue! .u t in h ; . . ' ui^nt 
dialogue (J.'t elo^-tctu-L , cives, 
.hi jtyle apnu.ir;. J ujewh.U 
llmliet! ; he alio ;. ,. m dj>f:> 



ana iiuuilge ' \ 1 .< r'.. 4 of in . 
In- ,rjj':. by ;..> uJ yviu;c , 

an.! L-h.gaii<_e. IN ../.i:Piv.»:«fh;eni » 
iu more baj-py -jij judici 

<>u than Cicero, though h,eo(. 
te . Kind:, hi;; ily le u uli all the 
oiiw. j-eiii it cat, bear, bec.'Uile 
to pleale iu one of the luieJi 
methods of pejfuadini;. T!:u!c 

W 1 : 0 
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which the treafures of an Alexander were able to procure 
him. In logick, fuch were his fuperiour abilities, and dex- 
terity, that it would have been more eafy for a man to draw 
himfelf out of a labyrinth, than to extricate himfelf from the 
web in which this great doctor entangled his adverfaries by 
the force of his reafoning, fays St. Gregory. He contented 
himfelf with learning the general principles of geometry, me- 
dicine, and the like fciences, rightly judging fuch an infight 
into all the arts of extreme ufe to a perfon who would ex- 
eel in any of them, but defpihng whatever feemed ufelefs to 
one who had devoted himfelf folely to religion and piety. In 
checking thus his curiofity and natural thirft after know- 
ledge, according to the excellent reflection of St. Gregory Na- 
zianzen, he was not lefs admirable for what he neglected in 



who are fond of luxuriant gra- 
ces, and flowers in difcourfe, 
call this father the rnoft elo- 
quent of all orators. But cri- 
ticks who prefer a chafte fevere 
ftyle, give the palm to St. Bafil, 

who in plain fignificant words, 
without pomp, imitates that in- 

cxprefTible agreeablenefs which 
nature flamps on all her works, 
whofe graces are the moll at- 
tractive, and, at the fame time, 
the moll plain and unaffected. 
He is difcreet and fparing in the 
ufe of figures, which are, as it 
were, the fait and feafoning of 
difcourfe, and mud not be la- 
vished. His flylc is every where 
moll correct, clear, fmooth, and 
elegant, and he clothes his fen- 
timents with the moll engaging 
charms and graces of fpeech ; 
which flow fo eafy, that the I call 
veitiges of art or iludy are not 
to be difcerned in his writings. 
To ufe the words of a judicious 
critick, he every where fpeaks 
in that language which nature 
itfelf would make ufe of, could 
ihe exprefs herfelf without the 
external aid of fpeech. We may 
fay of St. Bafil, what Quinti- 
lian writes of Ciocro, that ixt 



him eloquence hath difplayed 
all its powers, and unfolded jJl] 
its riches. "We are indeed ob- . 
liged to confefs, that if leifure ; 
had allowed St- Chryfoftom to ; 
give to all his writings their laft 
polifli, perhaps the world would 
readily agree, that there never " 
appeared a genius better fitted 
for eloquence, or more emi- 
nently poflefled of all its graces, 
Several pieces which he finifhed, 
feem equal, if not fuperiour, in 
this refpecTt, to any thing extant, 
whether of the claflical writers 
or fathers , and even in extem- 
porary performances, his good 
fenfe, his fire, mofl beautiful 
images, noble, bold, and natu- 
ral jigures, the clearnefs of his 
conceptions, fweetnefs of ex- 
prcflion, and flow of language, 
never forfake him, even in di- 
greflions and long parcnthefea, 
in which he fometimes ahnoft 
forgets himfelf, and which how- 
ever ufeful, his fine file would 
have fmoothed or pared away. 
His voluminous excellent work* 
are, to a preacher, the richejt 
magazine, and the moll com- 
plete treafure of the «»A*i»U» ot 

m cbriAijin v'kW* 
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the fciences than for what he learned. After his preparatory 
ftudies, he applied himfelf to the aifiduous meditation of the 
holy Scriptures, that inexhaufted fund of iieavenly fentiments 
and knowledge. He feafoned his other iludles with the afli- 
duc-us reading of the woiks of the fathers. Thus did our 
o-reat doctor enrich himfelf whh that precious trcafu\e s with 
which he ftoied his mind 5 and qualified himfelf in fo excel- 
lent a manner for th miniftiy of the divine word (cj 9 and 
the advance/i- en t of piety. 

Bafil was foon regarded at Athens as an oracle both in fa- 
cred arid profane learning. J3oth mailers and ftudents ufed 
their utmofr. endeavours to fix him among chem : but he 
thought it incumbent upon him rather to ferve his own coun- 
try. Wherefore leaving St- Gregory fome time behind him, 

he 



(c) In imitation of the Bafils, 
the Chryfoftoras, the Ambrofes, 
and the Auguftines, let every 
young clergj'man read diligent- 
ly the bible, fir ft by itfelf ; af- 
terward with accurate commen- 
taries, as thofe of Da Hamcl, 
Menochius, Ertius, Carieres, or 
Calmet - 9 efpecially the pfalms, 
prophets, and New Teftament. 
At the fame time by affiduous 
holy meditation on thefe divine 
oracles, he mult make himfelf 
mailer of the fpiritual fenfe, and, 
as it were, the marrow of the 
facred text, and its boundlefs 
riches, in which the incompa- 
rable comments of St. Chryfof- 
tom, efpecially on the pfalms, 
St Matthew, and St. Paul, will 
he the belt guide and afiiilance, 
and are themfelves a trcafurc 
and a fund of fpiritual learning 
>md morality, infinitely fruitful, 
•'Hid embelliihed with the blan- 
dilhments of the moll command- 
ing, and affecting eloquence. It 
ls to be wifhed the iermons of 
*>t. ChryfoUom to the people of 
Atuioch, and his comments on 
the icripturcj, certain feleiU ho- 
J '"l^;. of St. IJa/il, St. Greo.o- 
i )' ^-«uian/eii, and St. AulUn, 



with St. Cyprian to Donatus, and 
on the Lord's prayer, St. En - 
cherius to Valerian, and fome 
other like pieces were collected 
into a Vade mccuvz, or pocket- 
companion, for the ftudy of 
every chriflian preacher.who may 
from thefe fources enrich himfelf 
with the wealth of others, which 
he makes his own, whilfl he a- 
dorns his mind in their precious 
fpoils. To fpeak methodically 
and correctly, he ought at firft to 
write his difcourfes. Thus in a 
ihort time he will be qualified 
to fpeak to any moral fubjeel 
extempore. To render himfelf 
more perfectly mailer of his 
matter, he may acquire abundant 
(lores from fevernl modern wri- 
ters on moral virtues, from the 
works of Lewis of Granada, 
Alvarez du ray,, Rodriguez, or 
Loriot. Several iermons of 
liourdaloiic will infpire him with 
a noble elevation of Jcntiment 
and diction ; and many of the 
fermoiia of IVlaihlkm will teach 
him the anatomy ol the hmuan 
hcai t and pailion ■, fet forth in 
fo clear a lit ln, atu! painted in 
iuchlivc.lv colour... ih.u the innfl 
icfiued icJi love will not be .;l<lu 
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he went from Athens in 355> and repaired to Caefarea in Cap. 
padocia, where being yet young, he opened a publick fchool 
of oratory. He was alfo prevailed upon to plead at the bar : 
thefe being, in that age, the principal employs in which 
young orators and noblemen fhewed their abilities, and im- 
proved themfelves in the art of fpeaking. Philofophy had al- 
ready raifed Bafil above ambition, and he contemned potts of 
honour, and all the glittering advantages with which the world : 
flattered him. He had always led a molt virtuous and re^u- 1 
lar life, and fought only the kingdom of God. Yet feelno- 
hirnfelf received by his countrymen with the greateft applaufe^ 
every one teltifying the higheft efteem for his perfon and ex- 
traordinary endowments, he felt his heart fecretly afTaulted by 
a temptation to vainglory, and a lurking fat is faction in the 
empty efteem of men. The danger of this enemy made him j 
tremble for his foul ; and he fhortly after determined entire- j 
]y to renounce the world, in order to remove hirnfelf farther 
from its precipices. The zealous exhortations of his devout 
iifter- Macrina, and his friend Nazianzen, contributed not a 
little to ftrengthen . him in this heroick refolution, and in- 
fill Into his foul a love of holy poverty, and a contempt of 
human glory, with a relifh for the more fublime philofophy 

of 



to difguife or hide itfelf. A .true 
turn and command of language 
will be much improved by a 
cuftoru of fpeaking correctly by 
good converfation, and by an 
acquaintance with good \yniers. 
The works of Mr. Goter, Man- 
ning, AddHibn, and bi&op At- 
-teiburv, or biihop Sherlock mav 
, fafhee foi* this purpofe* if they 
are read aiad fhidicd with pro- 
per attention to their diction., and 
if this be foi* foine time i id i rated 
in the compofition of themes or 
tr an Hatioos. 

ThoJe . pretended Chriftian 
preachers deviate, from the find 
principles of tieir divine religi- 
•oa, and rob. the people, of its 
infinitely precious advantages^ 
who. in their fermons. feem to 
lofe fight of the gofpel, and ha- 
nifh it from, the pulpit., to pneach 
a mere heathen morality,, and 



fpeak rather like a Seneca, than 

adifciple of St. Paul, or mini- 

fter of Chriib Human reafon or 

philofophy is too weak to Hem 
the tide of mart's paffions, to 

bring foJid comfort or fpirkual 
nourishment to his heart, and 
much, oaore to point out the 
fourc.es of his disorders, and 
teach or apply to them effe&ual 
reuaedies. This is the privilege 
of revealed faith alone, which 
furni{hes moir. powerful motives, 
and gives, to th light and flxength. 
The fathers, flndied and preach- 
ed tiae facred oracles of the got* 
p.eL Xb is/ gave to their oil- 
courfes the .weight of the divine 
authority which is tramped upon 
th e word of Go d, and raad e it 
in their xoouf hs a fruitf ul feed for 
the coriKenfion of fi rulers, and the • 
-propagation of true virtue sud j 
religion* . 
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of perfect virtue. By their advice he gave away the greater* 
part of his eftate to the poor ; aud routing himfelf as from a 
lethargy, he began to behold the true light of heavenly wif- 
dom, and thoroughly to underftand the emptinefs of worldly 
feience, and all human things. In thefe difpofitions he em- 
braced the penitential and laborious flare of a poor monk* 
Libanius, the famous heathen orator, was much /truck at the 
generous magnanimity with which the faint defpifed the world 
vvhilft it carrefled and flattered him, and this haughty fophifl 
could not forbear exceedingly to admire and extol fo heroick a 
great nets of foul. St. Bafil and his friend St. Gregory, among 
the things which they forfook in renouncing the world, often 
enumerate eloquence, but mean the gaudy trimmings and emp- 
ty delicacies of that art, which only pleafe the ear: or they 
fpeak of the. profane ufe of eloquence, to renounce which, es- 
pecially in that age, was certainly a great facrifice. For both 
by their example and works they condemn thofe chriftiau 
preachers, who pretending to imitate the infpired apofties, 
cover their lazinefs and ignorance with a contemptuous dif- 
dain of the art of eloquence (4.). " After having for- 
" faken the world," fays St. Gregory, cc I have referved on- 
" ly eloquence ; and I do not repent the pains and fatigue I 
<c have fufFered by fea and land, in order to attain it : I could 
(c wifh for my own fake, and that of my friends, that we 
u poffefled all its force ($)" And in another place (6). 
<£ This alone remains of what I once poffefled ; and I offer, 
" devote, and confecrate it entire to my God. The voice 
Cc of his command, and the impulfe of his fpirit,. have made 
tc me abandon all things befide, to barter all I was matter 
" of for the precious i'tone of the gofpel. Thus I am be- 
" come, or rather I wifh ardently to become, that happy 
" merchant who exchanges, contemptible and perifhable goods* 
" fn; others .'that are excellent and eternal. But being a mi- 
cc nifler of the. gofpel, J devote myfelf folely to the duty of 
<v preaching : I embrace it as my lot, and will never for fake 
•< it." 

* 

St Bafil reflecting that the name of a monk would be his 
more heavy condemnation, unlefs he faithfully fulfilled the 
obligations of that flate, in 357, travelled over Syria, Mefo- 
poUmia and Egypt, and viiited the . moft celebrated monafte* 
«ies and hecmits of the defcrts in thofe countries, carefully 
i nil rucking himfelf in all the duties and exercifcs of a mo- 
naflick life. He was much edified by the example of thofe 
holy men, who by all their actions (hewed that thev re£?ard<>d 

\ r oL, 1L T t * tl:em* 
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themfelves as travellers on earth, and citizens of heaven : 
and their converfation very much encouraged him to fer- 
vour in his refolution. In all his travels, he was careful to 
choofe only thofe for fathers and guides of his foul in the 
paths of heaven, whofe faith was conformable to that of the 
catholick church, as he afTures us (j). In 358, he returned 
into Cappadocia, and was ordained Reader by Dianseus, the 
old bilhop of Caefarea, by whom he had formerly been bap- 
tized. This prelate profefled himfclf a catholick, but had 
been unwarily fed uced into fome falfe fteps in favour of the 
Arians. He had joined the Eufebians at Antioch in 341, 
and at Sardica or Philipopolis in 347 : and when the council 
of Rimini, in 359, had omitted the word Confubftantial in its 
decree, which the emperour had compelled the oriental bifhops 
tofubferibe, Dian?eus had the weaknefs to comply. This was 
n fcnfible affliction to Bafil, who refpe6f.ed him as his palior, 
and had found him an affable and grave man. ' But union in 
faith prevailing more with the faint than any other ties, he, 
upon this fubfeription, feparated himfelf from his communion. 
The faint left Cappadocia in 358, and retired into Pontus, to 
the houfe of his grand-mother, fituated on the banks of the 
river Iris. His mother Emmelia, and his fitter Macrina, had 
there founded a nunnery, which was at that time governed 
by the latter. St. Bafil ertablifhed a monaftery of men on the 
oppofite fide of the river, which he governed five years, till 
in 362, he rengned the abbacy to his brother St. Peter of Se- 
baffe. About Teven or eight furlongs from the monaftery of 
St. Macrina, flood the church of the forty martyrs, enriched 
with an ample portion of their relicks, and famous in the 
writings of St. Bafil and his friends. The place was not far 
from Ncocrcfarea. St. Bafil founded feveral other monafteries 
both of men and women in different parts of Pontus, which 
he continued to fupcrintend even when he was bifhop. For 
their direction he drew up his afcetick works, which con lift 
chiefly of his Longer and Shorter Ruks for Cenobites, or monks 
who live in community ; in them he prefers the cenobitick 
]ife to the eremitical, as generally the more fecure ; he in- 
culcates frequently, that a monk ought to manifeft to his lu- 
periour all that pafies mofl fecret in his foul, and fubmit him- 
fclf ifi all tilings to his direction : he orders that monks cx- 
crcife hofpitality to {hangers, but without providing for them 
any dainty fare ; which he iiiys is a« abfurd as if they fliould 
have better clothes than their ordinary habits to receive them 
in : and adds this remark, that an auflere diet would rid them 

CM 
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of the trouble of idle vifitants of a worldly fpi'rit, which a 
neglecl: of this advice would invite. He fays the table of a 
monk ought to teach even ftrangers fobriety (S)> He menti- 
ons, and excellently recommends each canonical hour of prayer, 
and though fome have denied it, that of Prime (7/J, by which we 
confccrnte the firft fruits of our thoughts to God, and fill our 
hearts before all other things, with thoughts of God, and 
with his holy joy. (9) The Mono/lick Gojijiitutions which are af- 
cribed to St. Bafil, differ from thefe two mles in feveral ar- 
ticles, and are not afcribed to this father by any ancient au- 
thor. Ceillier thinks them of fomewhat a later date. The 
rule of St. Bafil is univerfallv followed to this dav hy all the 
oriental monks, even by thole who call themfclvcs of the Or- 
der of St. Antony. 

We have the trueft image of this great patriarch in the glafs 
which he holds to us in his writings : and it would be doing; 
an injury to virtue, not to give fome kind of a portraiture of 
him in his retired life, which has been the model upon which 
in every fucceeding age, many eminent faints have formed 
themfelves in perfect, virtue. He never had more than one tu- 
nick, and one coat, lay on the ground, fometimes watched 
whole nights, and never made ufe of a bath, which before the 
ufe of linen, and in hot climates, was a very rare and extra- 
ordinary denial. He wore a long haircloth in the night, but 
not by day, that it might be concealed from men. He in- 
ured hi mfelf to bear the fharpeft colds, which in the moun- 
tains of Pontus is very fevere ; and he never allowed him fell 
the refrefhmcnt of any other fire than the heat of the fun- 
Mis only repaft in the day was on bread and clear water, ex- 
cept that on feftivals he added a few herbs ; and fo /paring 
were his meals, that he feemed aim oft to live without nourifh- 
ment. St. Gregory of Nyila compares his abflinencc to the 
f.ift of Elias, who eat nothing for forty days : and St Grcgo- 
iv Nazianzcn facctioufly banters him upon his cxccffivc pale- 
nek, that his body fcarce fcemed to have any life (10 ) : and 
in another place he fays (11.), that he was without a wife., 
without cftate or goods, without Hefh, and fcemingly without 
Wood. The faint hinifelf teflifies that he treated his body as a 
Have which was ever ready to revolt, unlets cuiuiuu illy J<rpt 
under with a fevere hand. From his epiifcles, it appears that 
he was fuhjeci to frequent, and almolt perpetual iniirmities. 

T i In 

(") Kogul;c fuiiur cxjiiiratu' lU*n; ?o. (<>) lb. iv«. i~ . (I'M 
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In one he fays, that in his bcft flate of health, he was weaker 
than patients that are given over by the phyflcians ufually are 
(12). His intcriour mortification of the will, and his pro- 
found humility were far more wonderful. We have a proof of 
this latter in. his conftant defire to bury himfelf .as much as 
poilible in folitude, and to live unknown to men. In his 
letters he afcribe;; all the calamities of the world to his own 
fins. Solitude did not render him auftcre or morofe to others: 
be always fecmed the mildeft and moft patient of men. Li- 
ban i us, the pagan philofopher, admired nothing in him fo 
much as his ailonifhing meeknefs and fweetnefs -towards all : 
which yet he tempered with an amiable gravity. He was a 
great lover of chaftity, and built feveral monafteries for 
virgins, to whom he gave a written rule. . About the year 
359, he fold the remainder of his eftate for the benefit of the 
poor during a great famine. St. Gregory Nazianzen 'allures us 
that he lived in the greatcfi poverty pofiible, and that this his 
resolution was as firm as a rock amid ft the waters. He chear- 
fully diveiled himfelf of all he poflefled in the world, that 
he might more lecurely pafs. through the dangerous fea of 
this life, for of all his temporal goods he did not referve 
the leaft thing to himfelf : and even when he was bifhop, he 
was content to receive his fubfiftence from the charity of his 
friends. It was his riches to have no -earthly, goods, and to 
follow naked the crofs of his Saviour, which was all his trea- 
sure. In every monafiick exercife and virtue, he ftrove to 
copy, and even outdo, the moft per feci: examples he had feen 
in the deferts of Syria and Egypt, In imitation of thofe 
monks, he wore a rough coarfe habit, with a girdle, and fhoes 
made of untanned leather ; but he principally ftudied to prac- 
tife the interiour virtues of humility, penance, and mortifica- 
tion, of which the drefs and manner of life were only the 
exteriour marks or fymbols (13,). He divided his time in the 
defer t betwixt prayer, meditation of the holy .Scriptures, and 
manual labour. He al fo.. . wen t frequently into the neigh- 
bouring country to inftruel: the peafants in the principles of 
their holy faith, and to exhort them to the love of virtue (14)- 
One thing fecrhed at fidfc wanting to him in his dear foli- 
tude, which was the company of St, Gregory Nazianzen, with- 
out whom he Itemed deprived of one half of himfelf. Being 
therefore delighted with^the charms of his cell, he endea- 
voured to make his friend a" partner in his happinefs, and 
to procure to himfelf the comfort and affiftance of his com- 
pany 

1 

p 

(12) S. Bafil Ep 257. ^13) Ep. 79, {14) Sozom L 6. c 
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pany and example. He therefore invited him by feveral let- 
ters to come to him. In one of thefe(i5), he excellently 
defcribes the advantages of retirement for holy prayer, and 
the perfect fubduing of the prions. He defines a monk one 
vvhofe prayer is continual, who feafons his manual labour 
with that holy exercife, particularly with fingi ng the pfalmr, 
whofe heart is always Jifted up to God, and whofc only 
ftudy it is to adorn his foul with virtues by afliduous medi- 
tation on the holy fcriptures. He reduces the meals of a 
monk to one refection a day, and that on bread and water 5 
and curtails his flcep by putting an end to it at midnight, and 
dedicating the reft of the night to prayer. He lavs down rules 
for filence, modefty in exteriour drefs and carriage, and the 
Jike. The two SS. Gregories aflure us, that our faint in this 
letter gives us a true portraiture of himfelf. Nazianzen com- 
plied, and followed Bafil into his retirement in Pontus. That 
faint defcribes the extreme aufterity of the life which they 
led in a poor dpen hovel, with a little barren garden which 
they cultivated (16). And he afterwards regretted the lofs of 
the fweet tranquillity and happinefs, which they there enjoyed^ 
when occupied in finging pfalms, watching in prayer, which 
tranfported their fouls to heaven, and exercifmg their bodies 
in manual labour, earn ing wood, hewing (tones, digging ca- 
nals of water, planting trees, and the like (17). The two 
faints purfued together their ftudies of the holy Scriptures. But 
in 362, St. Bafil, taking with him fome of his monks, return- 
ed to Caefarea in Cappadocia. 

Julian, the apottatc, afcending the imperial throne in 36r a 
writ to St. Bafil, whom he had known at Athens, and invited 
him to his court. M "he faint anfwered him, that the ftate of 
life in which he was engaged, rendered it impollihle for him 
to comply with his defire. Julian diffembled his anger for the 
prefent : but when the faint was come to Ccefarea, he again 
wrote to him, fay'uv^ artfully, that he had not altered his fen- 
timents in his regard, though lie had given him juffc realon 
for it : yet he ordered him to pay into his exchequer one thou- 
sand pounds of gold, threatening in cafe of relufal, that fi2 
would level the city of Casfarea with the ground (18). The 
faint no way moved ac his threats, calmly replied, that f,r 
from being able to raife fb large a fum, he had not of his own 
enough to purchafe himfelf fublifrence for one day. He added 
boldly in his letter, that he was furprifed to fee him neglecl: 

T t 3 the 

(ij) Ep. 2. ed. Bened. Olim. Ep. i. (16) Naz. Ep. 8. (17) 
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the cflential duties of his crown, and provoke the anger of God 
by openly contemning his worfliip (19). The empcrour en- 
raged at this rebuke, marked out St. Bafil and St. Gregory Na- 
zianzen for vidhms to his refentment after his return from hh 
Ferfian expedition in which he himfelf pcrilhed in June 363. 
Dianneus bilhop of Caefarea falling lick, fent for St. Bafil, and 
p rote Red to him that if he had figned the confeRion of Rimi- 
ni, he had done it without knowing the evil which it con- 
tained, and that he never had any other faith than that which 
was agreeable to the Nicene council, to which he fledfalllv 
adhered : upon which St. Bafil was reconciled to him. After 
his death Eulebius, a layman, was advanced to that fee : anJ 
fome time after St. Bafil was by him ordained prieft, by com- 
pulfion, as St. Gregory Nazianzen afliires us, who wrote to 
him z letter of comfort and advice on that occafion (20). Our 
faint continued the fame manner of life in the city which he 
had led in the defert, except that to his other labours he auctai 
that of preaching aRIduouRy to the people. He ereeSted there 
monafleries for men, and one for women. Eufebius the bifnop 
who Rood in need offuch an eloquent and prudent affiftant, had 
for that purpofe raifed him to the prieRhood. Neverthelefs, by a 
frailty incident to men who watch not carefully over their own 
hearts (by which expreRion of St, Gregory Nazianzen mod un- 
derftand a fecret paRion of jealocfy) he afterwards fell cut 
with him, and removed him from his church. The people of 
Csefarea and many bifhops took part in favour of Bafil a^ainft 
the bilhop: but the faint rejoicing to fee himfelf again at li- 
berty, privately withdrew, and returned to his farmer retreat 
in Pontus, where he recovered again the company of St. Gie- 
gory Nazianzen. This happened in 303. It is cbferved by 
fome that St. Bafil for fome time corrclponded and communi- 
cated with Bafil of Ancyra, EuRathius of SebaRe, and Silw- 
hus of Tarfus, who became linglcaders amon^ the Semi-Ari- 
ans : but though they refilled to admit the wold Cov.jubj'Uihtuii^ 
they at that time explained their feiitiments in fuch a nuiinu 
as to appear orthodox, cfpeciaily with lefpidi. to ilic auicie u 
the divinity of the Son of God ; and thev 'hewed ;:reat '.".v.l 
againR the Arians. Some of them denied the divinity <>i li.i. 
.Holy Ghoft, but concealed this enour fume time under ambi- 
guous terms, pretending that they only difputed about errtJn 
oxprcflions. Wherefore the conduit 01 St. Athanalius and !u. 
Hilary, when they wrote their books o>i Syuo,!s, was the fame 
towards them with that of St. Bafil. 

VV'hilR our faint during three years breathed the fvveet aii i-i 
retirement, the empire was agitated by level al revolutions. I to'- 

caihuli^i 

{19) St. Baf. ep. 208. (20) Naz, ep. Ji. 
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catholick emperour Jovian dying in February 364, Valentinia** 
was chofen to fill the imperial throne, who immediately name^ 
his brother Valens emperour of the J&afh This latter luff ere** 

himfelf to be ilJuced into hcrefy by two profligate Arian bi- 
fhops, Eudoxius of Conftantinople, and Euzoius of Antioch ; 
and in 366, took a journey to Caefarea with the intent of put 
ting the churches of that city into the hands of the Arians. St. 
BafiJ had then loll St. Gregory, and being invited back by his 
bifhop Eufcbius, and alarmed at the dangers of that church, he 
hafrened to defend it againft the perfections of hereiy. Upon 
his arrival at Caefarea he oppofed the Arians with fo much pru- 
rience and courage, that after many attempts they were obliged 
to defift from their pretentions with fhame and condition. He 
was no -Ids vigilant by his zealous fcrmons to in Mil into the 
faithful the moft pcrfccTfc maxims of virtue, reconcile all dif- 
ferences, and extinguifh law-fuits. When violent hail and 
ftorrns had deftroyed the harveli:, and a famine filled the 
country with defolation, the poor in their extreme necc/Iity 
found relief in the boundlefs charity of Bafil, who like another 
jofeph, opened for their abundant fupply the coffers of the 
rich. He with his own hands diftributcd among them bread 
and other provitions, waited upon them at table with an apron 
before him, and with wonderful humility warned their feet. Uj 
his deference, prudence, zeal and charity he won the affection 
of Eufebius, who conceived the highe.fl cftcem for him, and 
made great ufe of his counfels in all affairs. That prelate cly '. 
ing, about the middle of the year 370, in the arms of Baiil, 
the faint was chofen and confecrated archbifhop of that metro- 
political church. St. Athanafius exprefled an extraordinary joy 
at this promotion, which already announced the greater! vic- 
tories over a triumphing hcrefy. 

St. Balil being placed in this dignity, fcemed as much to fur- 
pal's himfelf as he had before furpaflld others. He: preached to 
hii people even on working-days both morning and evening, 
and fo thronged were his auditories that he calLs th.an a fea, 
[11) ; and they lillened with fo great eagcrnefs v> his difcouifb; 
that he compares himfelf to a mother who is obliged after her 
breads are drained, iiill to give them to her dear babe, by that 
IruitlefL fatibfaction to hinder his crying, e-o was h-j obliged, 
as he fays, in order to fatisfy the ardour of his Hoc!:, to make 
hio voice heard by them, when a long fieknef:. had e;:haufleil 
hk llrength, and rendered him almoll unable to fpe.J; (.'.2). f le 
ellab J tfiicjcl at Crefarea many devout piaeliccs which he had fcen 
obfbrved in Egypt 3 Syria and other place* ; as thai at all meer- 

(21) Ii^iii : u:. hom. 2. & 3; {zz) In 1% 59, " " 
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ing in the church to publick morning prayer, and fmging cer- 
tain pfalms together before fun-rife, at which many aftii ted with 
the deepe{l compunction, and with torrents of tears (23). He 
teftifies that the people then communicated at Ca^'ai ea evcrv 
Sunday, Wednefday, Friday, and Saturday, and on all the 
feafts of the martyrs (24), When the piovince was afflicted 
with a great drought, the good paftor proft rated himfclf in 
prayer before God till the fcourge was removed, as his brother 
of Nyfla relates. If it be one of the principal duties of a bi- 
fhop to look upon himfelf as the guardian and trultee of the 
poor, as St. Juftin ftvles him (25), this charge St. Bafii moil 
faithfully fulfilled. Befides his other exceflive charitk-s he 
founded a vaft hofpital, which Nazianzen calls a new citv, 
which continued famous long after his time, and was from him 
called Bafiliades. The fame" author fays, that, <c Having well 
c conlidered it, he thought it might defervediy be reckoner! 
* 6 among the miracles of the world ; fo numerous were the 
c<t poor and fick that came thither, and fo admirable was rhr 
* c care and order with which they were ferved." St. Ball! 
frequently vifited it, comforted the patients, and inftructed and 
preached to them. His companion for the fpiritual miferies 
of fouls which vice, herefy and fchifm feduced, was to him 
a perpetual fource of tears and fighs to the father of 
in their behalf: and his zeal made him fpare no pains, and 
fear no dangers to apply all poflible remedies to their ev.S. 
Of this we have a remarkable proof in the glorious triumph 
which he gained over the e.nperour Yalens. 

"That prince feeing this faint (land as an impregnable tower, 
baffling all the efforts of his hercfv, refolvcd to remove him 
out of the way. By feveral acts of violence and peifecution, 
he had already ft ruck a terrour into the orthodox pair.vs. 
Reaking with the blood of many martyrs, Va'ens paned like 
lightning through feveral provinces, blaflin:: them with Ari- 
anifm, and arrived in CJappadocia, ready to dart hi? thur.dcr 
upon the great archbifhop of Csefarca, who alone ftooci nvre 
sn his way than all the reft together. He fent before him the 
prefect Model! us with orders to prevail upon B;-.fil by threats ';: 
promifes to communicate with his Arians. Modeihis h^\% 
feated on his tribunal, attended by the liclors with their fakes, 
furnmoned St. Bafil to appear before him. The faint came with 
a chearfui and undaunted countenance. The prefect receive:! 
him courteoufly, and with many (month words endeavoured 
to bring him to a compliance with the emperour's defire. x>ut 
perceiving this method made no imprtioxon, he allumed a ha'-itii- 

(33) B>- 63. (24) Ep- s 2 9- 1*5) A f .ol i: o!. z. 



June 14. St. BASIL the Great, B. C. 633 

ty air, faid to him in an angry tone : 46 Bafil, what doff, thou 
" mean by oppofing fo great an emperour whom all obey ? 
<( Art thou under no apprehenflons of feeling the effects of the 
« power we are armed with ?" Bafil. " To what docs tills 
* c power extend ?" Modeftus. <c To confiscation of goods, 
<c banifhment, tortures and death." Bafil. ct If you can 
" threaten me with any thing worfe than this, do fo : for none 
u of all thefe things give me the leaft uneaiinefs." Modeftus. 
Ci How fo f" Bafil. tc He that has nothing; to lofe is fecure 
" again ft confiscation. I am mailer of nothing but a few 
" books and the rags I wear, neither of which, I prefume, 
u vou have any great occafion for. As to banifhment, I 
u know of no fuch thing in your power to inflict upon me, 
u who account not the country I now inhabit my own. Hea- 
41 ven only is my country I as little fear your torments ; my 
a emaciated body cannot hold nut long under them. The flrft 
iC ftroke will difpatch me, and put an end both to my life and 
u pain. Much lefs do I dread death, which J regard as a f«t- 
a vour: for it will bring me fooner to my Creator, for whom 
cc alone I live " Modeftus- fcC Never did any man yet talk ac 
" this rate of freedom and unconcernednefs to Modeftus. 3 * 
Bafil. cc Perhaps this is the firft time you ever had to do with 
" a bifhop. In all other occurrences we bifhops are of all 
<; men living the meekeft and mo ft fubmiffive : we do not 
" carry ourfelves haughtily towards the meaneft plebeian, 
" much lefs towards perfons vefted with fuch power. But 
" where the caufe of God and religion is at flake, we over- 
<c look all things elfe, regarding God alone. -Your fire, dag- 
" gers, be ails- and burning pincers in this caufe are our option 
" and delight : you may threaten and torment us - s but can 
" never overcome us." Modeftus. cc I give you rill to-mof- 
" row to deliberate upon the matter." Bafil- cc I fhali be the 
" fame man to-morrow that I am to-day (20)." The prefect 
could not but admire the faint's intrepidity: and goinii out the 
next day to meet the emperour, who was coming into the ci ty, 
he informed him of what had paffed between himlelf and 
Bafil 5 and exprefTed his aflonifhment at his heroick courage. 
Valcns enraged at the mifcarriacre, would affift himlelf at a ie- 
cond trial of fkill upon the holy confefibr, together with iVlo- 
deftus, and an ofHcer of his houfliold called Demofthenes, the 
moft infolent and brutifh of men. ' Afterwards the prefect ven- 
tured upon a third attack : but the flout foldier of Chnft ac- 
quired each time greater glory by his courage. So that Mo- 

dc-ius 
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deftus in the end faid to the cmperour : cc We arc overcome: 
* c this man is above our threats." And Valens laid afide for 
that time all farther attempts upon him. On the feafr. of the 
epiphany the emperour went to the great church, and was 
much furprifed and edified with the good order and refpeel 
with which the divine office was celebrated, and above all with 
the devotion and piety with which the archbifhop performed the 
divine fervice at the altar. The emperour did not pre fume to 
prefent himfelf to the communion, knowing he would have been 
rejected ; but he went up trembling at the offertory, and made 
the ufual offering, which the bifhop did not refufe, difpenfuy 
with the rigour of the ccclefiaftical canons on fuch an ot- 
cafion. 



ft 



J 



Neverthelefs, the next day Valens to fatisfy the importuniti 
of his Arian bifhops, ordered that Bafil fhould depart into ] 
fcanifhment. But at the time that the emperour gave this 
order again A the faint, God in the high court of heaven palled 
a fentence again Mr his only fon named Valentinian Galatus, 
child then about fix years old. That very night was the royal 
infant feized with a violent fever, under which the phyficians 
were not able to give him the ieaft relief: and the em profs Do- 
minica told the emperour, that this calamity was a jult punifh- 
ment of heaven for his banifhing Bafil ; on which account (he 
had been difquieted by terrible dreams. Whereupon Valcns 
fent for the faint, who was then juft preparing to go into ba- 
nifhmcnt. No fooner had the faint fet foot within the palace, 
but the young prince's fever began fenfibly to abate, and Iialil 
allured his parents of his abfolute recovery, provided they would 
order him to be inftrudted in the catholick faith. The em- 
perour accepted the condition, St. Bafil prayed, and the youn 
prince was cured. But Valens, unfaithful to his promife, al- 
ter wards fullered an Arian bifhop to baptize the child, who im- 
mediately relapfed, and died (27). This ftroke did not make 
Valcns enter into himfelf: but glowing more hardened by the 
contempt of grace, he gave a fecond order for banifhing Bali). 
Going to fign it, he took for this purpofe one of thofc reds 
which the ancients ufed as we do pens, which many caftcrn 
people do at this day. This reed broke in his hands, as did a 
fecond and a third in like manner as refufing to write : and as 
lie was taking a fourth, he found his hand tremble, and the fincwi 
of his arm flackened, which made him in a fright tear the paper, 
and leave Bafil in quiet (28). The prefecl Modeftus was 
not fo ungrateful to him as the emperour had been for recover- 
ing 

(27) N.-.z. Theodora, S<W»t. So win. (28) St, Greg, hyl 
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- m of a dangerous ficknefs by his charitable vifit and prayers, 
]k acknowledged the benefit done him, and was ever after the 
font's friend. 

St. Bafil took two journeys into Armenia, to pacify certain 
[difturbances, and to redrefs fcandals caufed by the hereticks in 
hhofe parts. In 371, Cappadocia was divided by an imperial 
Jaw into two provinces, and of the fecond Tyana was made the 
metropolis. Whereupon Anthimus, bifhop of that city, claimed 
the jurifdiction of a metropolitan, grounding his pretenfions on 
the civil divifion of the province ; becaufe it often happened 
that the bifhop of the metropolis of a province was made an 
archbifhop, though this was no general rule. For all eccle- 
jiattical jurifdiclion is derived from the church 5 and no pa- 
triarch or fynod had raifed the dignity of the church of Tyana 
to be metropolitical. Wherefore St Bafil juflly rejected the pre- 
tended claim of Anthimus, and appointed St. Gregory Na- 
E zianzen bimop of Safima in that province. But St. Gregory 
never got pofleflion of that fee: and St. Bafil at length allowed 
that the church of Tyana mould, on certain conditions, be 
\ honoured with the dignity which it claimed. In 373, the faint 
was vifited with a dangerous fit of illnefs, in which he was 
i' once thought dead (29). Yet he recovered, and took the be- 
[ nefit of the hot baths. In 376, Demofthenes, vicar to the pra?- 
j fectus-prcetorio, being made governour of Cappadocia, favoured 
\ Euftathius of Sebaffe and the other Arians, and raifed a violent 
j persecution againft the catholicks, efpecially the friends of St. 
1 Mil. But the empcrour Valens being defeated and burnt in a 
! cottage in Thrace by the Goths, whom he himfelf had infected 
with the Arian herefy, on the ninth of Auguft, 378, peace was 
■ rcilorcd to the church by the empcrour Gratian. St. Bafil fell 
Uick the fame year, and prepared himfelf for his paflage to eter- 
nity. The whole city in the utmoft grief and conlternation 
riforrcd to his houfe, ready to life violence to his foul, if it were 
; pofiibic, that it might not quit its habitation. But the time 
was come in which God had decreed to recompenfe his faithful 
firvant, and the faint with thefe words in his mouth : Into thy 
lnls 9 () Lord, 1 commend my fpirit 9 departed this life on the 
hrit of January, 379, being fifty-one years old. His riches he 
ht<l lent before him to heaven, and he did not leave enough 
for a tomb- flone; but the people not only creeled an ever- 
^liug monument for him in their hearts, but alio honoured 
urn with funeral obfequies magnificent to the lafl degree, 
ii's /acred remains were carried by the hands of faints, and 
accompanied by an incredible confluence of people, livery 

(29) Up 141, 
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one was. for touching his fhroud, and the bed on which he had 
flept, thinking to receive fome bJefling from their devotion, 
fighs and lamentations drowned the iinging of the pfalms: 
the very Pagans and Jews wept with the Chriftians, lamenting 
the death of the common father of all, and the great doctor of 
the world. Thofe that knew him, took a pleafure in recount- 
ing his minuteft actions, and every expreffion they had heard 
from his mouth ; and fuch was their love for him, that they af- 
fected to imitate him in his geftures, his beard, his gravity, 
and his flow delivery in fpcakmg. They made it a falhion to 
copy after him in the form of his bed, his clothes and fpare 
table. Thus writes St. Gregory Nazianzen, who in his pa- 
negyrick of St. Bafil difplays the virtues of his friend in fuch a 
manner as muft make his difcourfe no lefs immortal on earth 
than the faint whom he praifed (30). St. Gregory of NyfTa, St. 
Amphilochius and St. Ephretn alfo wrote panegyricks in his ho- 
nour. The two firft of thefe teftify that immediately after the 
death of the faint, the Greeks kept his feftival on the firft of 
June, as they do at this day : the Latins have always trans- 
ferred it to the fourteenth of June, the day on which he was 
ordained biftiop. Theodoret gives him the title of The Greatj 
which epithet has been always appropriated to him. He is 
ftyled by the fame father, The Light of the Univerfe ; by St. 
Sophronius, The honour and ornament of the church ; by St. 
Ilidore of Pclufium, A man infpired by God, and by the general 
council of Chalccdon, The great Bafil, the miniiler ot grace 
who has explained the truth to the whole earth. Photius, 
Erafmus in his excellent preface prefixed to the Greek 
edition of St. Bani's works in 1532, and many other judici- 
ous critickscall St. Bafil, the moft accomplifhed oratour that 
ever lived, and his ftyle the ben: model of genuine eloquence. 
Rollin and all others place him at leaft in the firft clafs, as one 
of the greateft matters' of eloquence. Photius writes (31) that, 
4C whoever dtfires to become a panegyrift or oratour will nei- 
** ther need Plato nor Demofthcnes, if he takes Bafil for his 
** original. For there is no writer whofe di£Kon is more pure, 
« more beautiful and more expreilive, or whofe fenfe is ftron^er 
<c or more full. He joins all the powers of perfuafion with 
tc fvveetnefs and perfpicuity, and his whole difcourfe runs like a 
cc ftill river which flows fmoothly, and as it were of its own 
* c accord from its fpring." Like Thucydides and Demofthenes 
he is always prefling upon himfelf by the multitude of his 
thoughts, and the clofe union they bear one with another. 
The livcltnefs and juttnefs of his ideas, and the fruitfulnefs ot 
his imagination vie with the perfpicuitv of his expreflions: the 

- " harnioiu- 
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harmonioufnefs of his numbers correfponds every where with 
the fenfe ; and -his ftyle by the beauty of its tropes, and its eafy 
tranfitions rivals the fweetnefs and fmoothnefs of Xenophon and 
Plato. Above all, the clearnefs of his understanding, and the 
truth of his fentiments fhtne in whatever he writes, and his 
animated diction and commanding genius brighten whatever 
comes under his pen, carry light into the darkeft recefles, and 
jimprefs his own.moft lively images on his readers (/). St. 

Gregory 



(/) The works of St. Bafil 
are publilhed in three volumes 
"olio. In old editions the Greek 
text is fometimes imperfect, and 
!the ftyle in the Latin tranilation 
[is often low, and in fome places 
ot exatt. The molt accurate 
dition was given us by the Be- 
ediclines of the Congregation 
bf St. Maur, by Dom Gamier, 
n 1721, but the laft volume, 
with the life of the faint, was 
ublilhed by Dom Marant, in 

73°- 

His Hexaemeron or Expli- 
ation of the work of fix days, 
r the creation of the world, con- 
jfts of nine homilies, and is a 
nifhed piece, equally admired 
y the ancients and moderns 
othfor the erudition it difplays, 
nd the unparalleled elegance of 
he composition. . Cailiodorus 
ays he expounded all the holy 
criptures from. the beginning to 
he end: but of thefe work* we 
ave only extant thirteen homi- 
nes on the Pfalms, and a com- 
entary on Ifaiah, which Ceiilior 
aintains genuine againft Dom 
amier. His five -books againft 
anomius are a confutation of 
nanifm written againft the Apo- 
h}' for that here!/ drawn up 
Eunomius, who was a native 
Cappadqcia, - but ordained 
eaco n by Eudoxius the Arian 
atriarch, at Antioch, where he 
fa? a difciple of Aetius, but 
W his mailer in reputation 



with his party. Having been 
the author of innumerable dif- 

■ 

turbances at Antioch, Chalce- 
don and Constantinople, he was 
banifhed by the emperour Theo- 
d oil us to Hal my rid a upon the 
Danube* but foon after permitted 
to return to Cad area in Cappa- 
docia, in which country he had 
an eftate at Dacorus where he 
died in 39}. Eunomius not only 
taught theWord to be a creature, 
but added to Arianifm many o- 
ther errours. — In the fecond vo- 
lume of theBenedi&ine edition of 
St BanTs works we have twenty- 
four homilies on moral virtues, 
and on the feafts of martyrs. 
The homilies againft ufurers 
which is his comment on the 
fourteenth pfalm,and that againft 
gluttony and drunkennefs, are 
particularly beautiful and ele- 
gant. His moral homilies are 
followed by his afcetick works, 
and by his liturgy. This is ex- 
tant in greek, and has been 
u fed by aim oft all the Greek 
churches, at leaft ever fince the 
fixth age, as appears from Petrus 
Diaconus [1. de Incarn. c. S.j. 
The Coptick and Egyptian litur- 
gies are tranfiations' from this. 
See Re.naudot Liturg. T. 1. .and 
De Brun Liturg. T. 2. It is 
clear from the tefti monies of 
St. Gregory Nazianzeri. St. Pro- 
clus, Peter the deacon, the fe- 
veuth council, &c. that St. Bafil 
compiled . a liturgy: but that 

which 
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Gregory Nazian^en fays of his writings (32) ; cc When I read 
« 6 his treatife of the Creation, I feem to behold my Creatoi 

" ftrikaw 

(32) Or. 20. 



which now bears his name, and 
is ufed by the Greeks, Copths, 
Arabs, Sec. has perhaps received 
alterations in the lefs erYcntial 
parts iincc his time. St. BaftPs 
book Of Morals is a colleclionof 
fcripture texts on penance, and 
the chief duties of a chriftian life, 
to point them out to the faith- 
ful. His three canonical epiilles 
prefcribe the term of canonical 
penance to be injoined penitents 
for their fins. The befb edition 
is that given by Beveridge among 
the canons of the Greek church. 

In the third volume of St. Ba- 
fiPs works we have his learned 
and ufeful book Of the Holy 
Ghoft, addrefTed to St. Amphi- 
^ochius, and written in 375. In 
it he proves the divinity of the 
Holy Ghoft, from various paf- 
fages of the facrcd writings, from 
the creation of the world, the 
gifts of grace and miracles, and 
all the divine attributes which 
are afcribed to him. He mews 
the fame from the tradition of 
the church, the ufe and neccflity 
of which he excellently demon- 
Urates [ch. 27. p. 54]. In his 
fifth book againfl Eunomius he 
fets himfelf to prove the fame ar- 
ticle, namely the divinity of the 
Third Perfon. His letters, which 
Photius propounds as models of 
the epiflohiry ltyle, amount to 
the number of 336. In that to .1 
lady called Cafaria, \vi itt.cn in 
372, he lays, that in the perfe- 
cution of Valens, when catho- 
lick priells often lay hid, it was 
allowed the faithful to keep the 
blotted eucharill at home, and 
co communicate themi'elves. Hp. 
vjj. ad Ciefar. p. 1 S*6.-— Nothing 

can be more beautiful than hk 



apology for the monks who rife 
at midnight to prayer, and who 
praife God in continual tears and 
compunction. He uifhes no c- 
ther revenge to their adveriarie:, 
than that they likewife would 
live in tears and perpetual pe. 
nance. Ep. 207. p. 311. — Writ- 
ing to his coufin Suramis, 2 
Cappadocian, duke or governor 
of Scythia, he exhorts him to 
continue fending relief to 
perfecuted chriltians in Perna, 
and intreats him to procure 
and fend him into his own coun- 
try fome relicks of the martyrs,' 
who at that time fufFcreJ for 
Chrifr.. Ep. 155. p, 244. St.' 
Bafil often zealoufly exhorts thei 
faithful to celebrate the fealls of; 
the martyrs [Ep. 95, 176, 
252, 243, cifV.] and expreflesai 
great veneration for their relicks,' 
before which he fays the fairiifclj 
in every necefiity fly to their in-, 1 
tcrccflion, and are heard [Hom.j 
in 40 mart. p. 155. Horn, in 
Earlaam mart. p. 139, C?V. ] 
The book On Virginity under 
the name of St. Bafil cannot be 
his work, and is abfolutely un- 
worthy to bear fo great a name; 
though it was written in the fame 
age. It is addrcflcd to Letoius,! 
bifliop of Melkcne, to whom St.j 
Gregory of Ny/ia wrote his c;i ! 
nonical epiltle. Letoius was onlji 
made bilhop in 381, two ycar>j 
after the death of St. BaJil. hij 
this work are mentioned twos 
clear inlkmccs of facramentaj 1 
confeflion. [ p. 646.] St. IJaWj 
himfelf frequently teaches theu«J 
ol" auricular confeflion of lins.fl 
[in pf. 32, & ep. canon. 2. can. I 
34 & Keg. brcv. C. | 

I 
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« (hiking all things out of nothing ; when I run over his writ- 
" ings againft the hcrcticks, methinks the fire of Sodom 
fparkles in my view, flafhes upon the enemies of the faith, 
and con fumes their criminal tongues to afhes. When I 
« conficler his treatife Of the Holy Ghofr, I find the God 
" working within mc, and I am no longer afraid of pubjifh- 
il ing aloud the truth : when I look into the Explications of 
« the Holy Scripture, I dive into the moft profound abyfs of 
myfterics. His panegyricks of the martyrs make me 
to defpife my body, and to fecm animated with the fame 
noble ardour of battle. His moral diicourfes affiff. me to 
purify both my body and foul, that I may become a wor- 
thy temple of God, and an inflrument of his prai fes, to 
make known his glory and his power. 3 ' St. Bafil was juftly 
dmircd not fo much for his extraordinary learning and 
ioquencc, as for bis profound humility and eminent zeal and 
piety. This is the only true greatnefs. If this faint, with 
his extrordina.ry talents, had made a fortune in the world, 
lined applaufe, riches, and the firfr. honours in the empire, 
what would all this have availed him ? What advantage is, it 
now to Demofihenes and Cicero, to have been the mafters 
of eloquence ? True chriftian virtue is the only fohd glory 
2nd real good. Bafil was only Great, becaufe he devoted him- 
felf, and all his talents, to the glory of God, and to procure 
advantages which furpafs all things temporal, and which ne- 
ver fade. 
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On the fame D a v. 



S.S. Rufinus and Valerius, M.M. They were overfeeis of 

the imperial taxes near the river VeJle, in the territory of Soiflbns. 
They were chriil^ans, and their fails and plentiful alms-deeds were 
proofs of their extraordinary piety. The cmperour Maximian Her- 



culcus having defeated the JJagauda: near Paris, left the bloody per- 
f«cu;or Riclius Varus, the pnefetlus -praetor jo in Gaul, with an order to 
employ all means in his power to extirpate, if pollible, the chriilian 
name. After much blood fpilt at Rhcims, lie came to Soiflbns, and 
gave orders for Rufinus and Valerius to be brought before him. 
i J hey had hid themfelvcs in a wood ; but were dilcovcrcd, put oa 




St. M i rnoDi 4Js, patiiarch oi CouJlan; inople, (J. lie was a 
Sicilian of hij;h birth, and veiy learned. i'n kin jv u; c world \u: 

"Uilt a monalLery in the illand of Chio, but iv:i . afterwards called 
({ > ^on/lautinople by the patriarch St. Nicophorus, whom Jie ac- 
l 0J»pinicd in his two baniJhments under the leonoclall cmnerour 



CO 
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iieo the Armenian. In 817, he was Tent by that patriarch A pocri. 
fiarius or Nuncio to Rome. Upon the news of the death of 
St. Nicephorus, he returned to Conftantinople ; but was thrown in- 
to prifon by the heretical ernperour Michael the Stammerer, where 
he remained- till the end of his reign. In 830, he was releafed by 
the carholick empreis Theodora, but Toon after banifhed by hcrim. 
pious hnJband Theophilus. That prince dying in 842, Th odo.'a 
became regent for her Ion Michael III. .and placed Methodius in the 
patriarchal chair of Conftantinople. He purged that church cf 
herefy, and hiilituted an annual feaft of thankfgiving called thefeiti- 
Tal of Orthodoxy. Having filled that fee four years he died of a 
dropfy on the 14th of June 846- His immediate fucceiTour St. lg. 
natiiu celebrated his fellival yearly, and it is kept both by the U- 
tin and Greek churches, having had his jaw broke in the perfe- 
cution he wore a bandage under his chin to fupport it. The works 
of Sl, Methodius confift of penitential canons, certain fermons, and 
an encomium or St. Dionyfius the Areopagite, in which fome think 
he made ufe of the works ofHilduin, which he probably faw at 
Rome. — See his life written by a cotemporary author, in the Dol- 
landiils, and Pleu ry 3 B. 48. n. 48. 
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SS. VITUSor GUY,CRESCENTIA 
and MODEST US, MM. 

In the beginning of the fourth century, 

THESE faints are mentioned with diftincTHon in the an- 
. cient martyrologies. According to their acts they wer; 
natives of Sicily. Vitus or Guy was a child, nobly born, who 
had . the' happinefs to be inftru&ed in the faith, and inspired 
-with in oft per feci: fentiments of his religion by his ch niton 
nurfe named Crefcentia, and her faithful hufband Modeftusj 
His . father Hylas was extremely incenfed when he difcovcred 
the child's invincible averfion to idolatry ; and finding him no^ 
to be overcome by. ftripes and fuch like ehaftifements, he deli 
vered him up to Valerian the- governour who in^vain tried a 
his arts to work hinf into compliance with his father's will: 
and the emperour's edicts. He efcaped'.out- of their hands, 
and together with Crefcentia and Modeftus fled into Italy' 
They there met with the crown of martyrdom in Lucama, 
the perfecution of Dioclefian. The heroick fpirit of niar j^ 
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dom which we admire in St. Vitus, was owing to the early 
impreffions of piety which he received from the lefTons and ex- 
ample of a virtuous nurfe ; of fuch infinite importance is the 
choice of virtuous preceptors, nurfes and fervants about chil- 
dren. This reflection unfolds the reafon why certain courts 
and ages were fo t fruitful in faints. The Pagan Romans were 
folicitous that no flave fhould ever have accefs to their chil- 
dren, who did not fpeak with perfect elegance and purity of 
language : and fliall not a chriftian be as careful as to manners 
and virtue ? 

On the fame DAY 



St. Landelin, Abbot. He was nobly born at Vaux near Ea- 
paume, in 623, and educated in learning and piety under the care 
of St. Aubert, bifhop of Cambray : for it was then the laudable 
cuftom for noblemen to commit the education of their fons to 
fome holy and J earned bifhop or abbot, infomuch that many 
houfes of biftiops as well as monafleries were feminaries of 
youth. It is a point of the utmoft importance that youth coming 
out of fuch fancr.uaries of innocence and virtue, enter the world 
well apprifed of its dangers, and infinitely upon their guard againft 
bad company, and the love of vanities and pleafures, which they 
cannot fortify themf elves too much againit. They mufl bring along 
with them all their religion, nourim it in their hearts by afliduou* 
meditation, and confirm it in their minds by pious reading, and 
co nfi deration, arid by the daily exercifes-of all the other duties of that 
virtue. A neglect of this precaution proved for fome time fatal to 
Landelin. Through the fedu&ion and example of certain rela- 
tions, whofe flatteries unfortunately flruck in with his pafllons, he 
infenfibly began to walk in the broad way of the world, and from 
a life of pleafure and diverfions fell at length into great diforders* 
But tiie fudden death of one of his companions 
fuch a terrour, that he entered feriouily into himfclf like the prodi*. 
gal fon, and in the deepeft compunction went and call himfeJf at 
rhe feet of St. Aubert who had never ceafed to pray for his con- 
vention. The bifhop placed him in an auftere mo nailery to do pe- 
nance for fome years-: in which fo extraordinary were his fervour 
and contrition, that St. Aubert ordained him, deacon, and, when 
he was thirty years of age, prieft, and appointed him to preach to 
the people. But the holy penitent having his paft fins always be- 
fore his eyes, begged leave to weep for them in folitude and fevere 
penance: which'when he had obtained, Jie retired to Laufaach, 
now called Lobes, a defert place on the banks' of the Sasnbre. Se- 
veral perfons reforting to him, and imitating his manner of life, 
though at firft they lived in feparate cells, ^gave rife to the great 
abbey of Lobes about the year 6^4. Landelin regarding him- 
frlf as unworthy could not bear to fee himfelf at the head of a 
reBgiQus community of faints ; and when he had laid the foun- 
dation of this houfe, he left his difciple St. Urfmar to finifh the 
building, and cottftimted him the hnt abbot. Landelin after- 

Vol, IX, U n wards 
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wards founded Aune, which is at prefent a houfe of Ciftercians. 
The French kings bellowed on him great eitates, the chief part 
of which he fettled on his firft monaltery of Lobes. In queft 
of clofer folitude he, with .his two companions SS. Adelin and 
Domitian, erected fome cells of the branches of trees in a thick 
fbrelt between Mons and Valenciennes. Here alio difciples flocked 
to him, and he founded the abbey of Crefpin, which he was at 
length obliged to govern himfelf. By preaching in the village, he 
initructed the people in the fcience of falvation, but he never inter- 
rupted his penitential courfes. He died on fackcloth and afh.es in 
686. His name occurs in the Roman martyrology. — See his life 
in Mabillon, feci:, z. Ben. p. 873. 

B. Bernard of Menthan C. He was by birth a noble Savoyard, 
and fpent his youth in innocence, penance and ferious ftudies. 
When he was grown up, his father propofed to him an honourable 
match : but the young man earneftly deiiring to devote himfelf to 
the fervice of the church, and recommending his duty to God, pri- 
vately withdrew, and put himfelf under the direction of Peter 4 
archdeacon of Aouft, with whom he made great progrefs in piety 
and facred learning. In 966, thebifhop of Aoufl appointed him arch- 
deacon j which office comprised at that time the jurifdiction both of the 
grand vicar and official, confequently the whole government of the 
diocefe under the bifhop. Bernard by pious meditation, prayer and 
failing, and by an indefatigable application to the function of 
preaching during 42 years, banilhed ignorance and fuperflition, and 
xeformed the diocefes of Aoufl:, Sion, Geneva, Tarantaife, Milan 
and No vara. Having deftroyed a famous idol of Jupiter on a 
liigh mountain in the Walais, and detected the cheat of the priefts 
who gave oracles concealed in its hollow trunk, he erected near 
that place a monaftery a«d an hofpital ; and founded on two inhofpi- 
iable roads and mountains the two monafteries of Great and 
Little St. Bernard, for the entertainment of all travellers j with- 
out which charitable fuccours hundreds of travellers would yearly 
perifh. St. Bernard died 65 years old on the 28th day of May, 

a 18.— See his two authentick lives in the BollandilU. 
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SS. QUIRICUS, or CYR, and J U- 

LITTA, MM. 

From their authentlck a£ls in Ruinart^ $#ge $l?4 

A. D. 304. 

L~\ OMITIA N, the governour of Lycaonia, executing 
9 with great cruelty the edicts of Dioclefian againil the 
chriftians, Julitta a lady of Iconium in that country, withdrew 
to Selucia with her little fon Cyr or Quiricus, only three years 
old, and two maids. Alexander, the governour of Seleucia, 
was not lefs a perfecutor than the prefect of Iconium, Where- 
fore Julitta went on to Tarfus in CUicia. Alexander happen- 
ed to enter that city about the fame time with her, and fhe 
was immediately apprehended holding her infant in her arms, 
and conducted to the tribunal of this governour. She was of 
royal blood, the grand- daughter of illuftrious kings, and jfhe 
pofFefled great eflates and riches 5 out of all which Ihe carried 
nothing with her but prefent necefTaries. Her two maids fee- 
ing her in the hands of the persecutors fled, and hid them/elves. 
Alexander demanded her name, quality and country. To all 
which qucflions (lie anfwered only : I am a chriiHan. The* 
judge enraged ordered her child to he taken from her, and 
that fhe fhould be extended and cruelly whipt with thongs ; 
which was accordingly executed. Nothing coulJ be more 
amiable than the little Cyr, a certain air of dignity fpoke his 
iliullrious birth : and this joined to the fwectnek and innocence 
of hii, tender age and looks moved all prefent exceedingly. Jt 
was a difficult thing to tear him from the arms of his mother ; 
uh! lie continued il ill continually to flietch his little hands to- 
ward:; her. The governour held the infant on his knees, and 
endcavouied to kifs him, and to pacify him. But the innocent 
babe having his eyes Hill fixed upon his mother, and driving to 
[V-'t back to her, (cratched thc t facc of the inhuman judge. And 
when the mother under her torments cried out that (lie was a 
chrillian, he repeated as loud as he w.i& able : cc J am a cirri- 
Hun," The governour being enraged., took him by the fn.vt. 

V u 2 w am-i 
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and throwing him to the ground from off his tribunal, dafhed 
out his brains againft the edge of the fteps, and all the place 
round about was fprinkled with blood. Julitta feeing him thus 
expire rejoiced at his happy martyrdom, and gave thanks to 
God. Her joy increafed the rage of the governour, who com- 
manded her fides to be torn with hooks, and fcalding pitch to be 
poured on her feet 5 while proclamation was made by a cryer : 
<c Julitta, take pity on thyfelf and facririce to the gods, left 
<£ thou come to the like unfortunate end with thy fon." She 
always anfwered. <c I do not facririce to devils or to dumb and 
<c deaf itatues : but I worfhip Chrift the only begotten Son of 
<c God, by whom the Father hath made all things." Where- 
upon the governour commanded her head to be ftruck off, and 
the body of the child to be carried out of the city, and thrown 
where the carcafes of malefactors were ufually caft. Remorfc 
and confufion at his own cruelty and difappointed malice, in 
the murder of the innocent babe, made him appear more raging 
than the moft furious wild beaft. Julitta being led to the place 
of execution prayed aloud, thanking God for having given 
her fon a place in his kingdom, and begging the fame mercy 
for herfelf. She concluded by adding, Amen: at which word 
her head was fevered from her body. She fuffered on the fif- 
teenth of June, fay the acts : it muft have been in the year 
304 or 305. The two maids came privately, and buried the 
remains of both the martyrs in a field, near the city. When 
Conftantine had given peace to the church one of thefe maids 
difcovered the place, and <c the faithful of the country ftrovc 
** every one to procure fome portion of thefe facred pledges for 
€C a protection and fafeguard, glorified God, and devoutly vifi- 
* c ted their tombs," fays the author of thefe acts. They arc 
named in the Roman martyrology. St. Cyr is patron oi 
Nevcrs, and of many churches and monafteries in France, and 
formerly in England. This happy vi£tim completed early his 
facrifice. Men ought properly to be faid to live only for that 
time which they devote to the end for which they received 
their being, the fervice of their Creator. How many will 1 
long life condemn ? How much of their precious time do 
many throw away in floth, empty follies, and even in fin ; 
How many go off the fhige of this world, without having done 
any thing or all thofe great duties for which they were horn; 
who have lived (o as to have been mere blanks in the creation, 
if the divine juflicc would allow us to give that name to what 
lie puuifhes with everlallmg torments i 
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On the fame DAY 

St. John Francis Regis, C of the Society of Jefus. True 
virtue or chriftian perfection confifts not in great or fhining actions, 

but refides in the heart, and appears to great edification, though in 
the ufuaJ train of common and religious duties conlianrly perform- 
ed with fidelity and fervour. Such a life has its trials, and often a 
feverer martyrdom than that which iiands the teft of the flames. 
This we find in the life of the holy fervant of God, John Francis 
Regis. He was born on the thirty-flrll of January in 1597, at Fon- 
couverte, a village in the diocefc of Narbonne, in Languedoc. His 
parents, John Regis, defcended from a younger branch of the noble 
houfe of Oefplas in Rovergue, and Magdalen Darcis, daugiiter to the 
lord ofSegur, were diftinguifhed amongft the nobility of lower Lan- 
guedoc by their virtue. Their eldeit fon was killed in the fiege of Vil- 
lemur in a fally made by the Huguenot garrifon. Francis was one of 
the youngelt brothers. At five years of age he fainted away hearing 
his mother fpeak of the horrible misfortune of being eternally 
damned: which difcourfe made a la/ting imprefTion on his tender 
heart In his childhood he nei r er difcovered any inclination to the 
amufements of that age-. The fame difpofition made him refufe at 
his fchool to join his companions in the innocent diverfions of aa 
age generally too eager for play. His iirit mailer was one of a 
morofe hafty temper, under whom this modeft and bafhful child 
had much to fufFer : 'all which he bore without the lean: complaint. 
The Jefuits having opened a publick fchool atJSeziers, he was one 
of the £rft whom the reputation of its profeiTors drew to the new 
college. His gravity increafed with his years, nor was he to be 
fecn in the beautiful walks which were chiefly crowded by hisfchool- 
fellows Avaricious of his time, he fcarce allowed himlelf any for 
ncceflary relaxation. Sundays and holy days were a moil precious 
tune to him, and he divided them entirely between pious reading 
and devotions at home and in the church. He was often fecn, on 
thoic days retired in a chapel and bathed in tears in the prefence of 
Jeliib Chrift, the tender object of his affections. His conduct made 
him for ibme time the fubjuct of his young companions fcorn and 
railleries; which his conllancy changed at lall into veneration, 
ile performed many excrciles in honour of the blefled Virgin, with 
•1 panic utar confidence in her patronage, efpecially after he vva'i en- 
rolled in a confraternity under her name creeled in the Jefuits col- 
lege. He had a Angular devotion to hi* good angel, .and improved 
every efcape front any dauber into a motive of redoubling his fer- 
vour and tnautude towards ( >od. f>y the influence of his holy t::.- 
ample, and by hi:, religious difcourfes which were animated with x 
peculiar unction and divine fire, he inflamed many of his compa- 
nion', with the love of virtue, and reclaimed foveral from dangerous 
ctmries. Six oi die mull ferveiii ;i/lbciated theniiclvcs with him in 
1 h e lame lodgings, and formed a hind of regular feminary, loolc- 
lu : r » upon him a." their living rule, and honouring him u:. a iaiat ;u.d 
tluir mailer in a fpi ritual lile. 

U 11 ; *» 
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In the eighteenth year of his age he was viiited with a danger- 
ous ficknefs, under which his patience and piety moved excecdin'dv 
all that came to fee him. Soon afcer his reco\ r cry he made a fpi ri- 
tual retreat to deliberate on the choice of a ftate of life ; and find- 
ing in his heart a ftrong impulfe to devote himfclf to labour in pro- 
curing the falvation of fouls in the Society of Jefus, and being con- 
firmed by the advice of his confeflbr that this defire was a caii 
of God, he earneftly begged to be admitted, and was readily re- 
ceived by F. Francis Suarez provincial of the Jefuits, then v.[ 
Beziers, upon his vifitation of that college. The poflulant en- 
tered his novicefhip with great joy atTouloufe, in the nineteenth 
year of his age, on the eighth of December 1616. Here being 
no longer divided between ftudy and prayer, he gave himfelfto 
fb clofe an union with God as to feem to be never without at 
tention to his prefence. His punctual exactnefs and fervour in 
the minuteft actions and duties, raifed them all to a great va- 
lue ; and by the excellence and purity of his motives, they be- 
came fteps to an eminent interiour perfection. Here he laid the 
deep foundation of thofe virtues which formed his dillinguifhin* 
character during his whole life, humility, contempt of the world, 
holy hatred of himfelf, charity to the poor, and love of God, and 
zeal for his glory. The meaneft employs were his delight, fuch as 
the moll humbling duties of a religious ftate, to wait at table, and 
cleanfe the houfe : alfo to make the beds and drefs the fores of the 
pooreft and mod loathfome patients in the hofpital, where he con- 
sidered Jefus Chrift in his moft afflicted members. He was as auflere 
to himfelf as he was tender to others, which made his companions fay, 
that he was his own eternal perfecutor. He feemed never to do any 
thing to indulge his fenfes, which lie ftudicd to curb and mortify. 
The fpirit of prayer accompanied all his actions The interiour 
lire oF"itt5-b^ft appeared in his looks. He was often feen at the 
foot of the altar without motion as in a kind of rapture • and he 
dpoke of God with fuch a feeling unction, that he infpired all that 
heard him with his holy love, and excited the in oft tepid to fervour. 
After two years of probation, he made his religious vows in 161 8 ; 
and was then fent to Cahors to finilh his rhctorick, and the fol- 
lowing year to Tournon to perform his count.- of philofophy ; but 
to prcferve the fire of devotion in his heart under the diilipation oA 
hofc llndics he joined to them frequent viiirs of the blcfied Sacra- 
ment, pious reading, and fct times of holy recoil eel ion, though he 
made even his ftudies a continuation of his commerce with (in<! in 
a continual rccourfe to him by devout afpi rations. Such u ;.:> )•;» 
Jklelicy in every action, that his fuperiourr, attelled lliey never ob- 
served in him the lcall breach of any college duty : which procu;«\l 
3him the name of the angel of the college. 1-Vfuing to i'oim hiiu- 
i'elf principally to the facred function oi" teaching the pour lh« 
ways of lalvation, he undertook by his l'uperiours conit nl, lh" 
charge of inilrucling the menial Icrvants, and the poor of the town 
of Tournon, to whom he dillributud the alms of the college. U» 
Sundays and holydays he preached in the adjacent villai-CY, and 

imnmoned the children to catcchilai with i\ little bell. The Mlt!t: 
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townihip of Andance, having the happinefs to fall under his parti- 
cular care, it quite changed its face: the faint's zeal loon banifhed 
out of it drunkennefs, licencioufnefs and fwearing." reilored t lie fre- 
quent ufe of the facraments, and eftablifhed there fii ic the confra- 
ternity of the bleffed Sacrament, the rules of which this holy man, 
then only two and twenty years old, but full of the fpirit of devo- 
tion, drew up, and which was afterwards propagated to other 
places. He regulated families, compofed differences, and reform- 
ed all manner of irregularities : fuch was the authority which his 
fan&ity and holy prudence procured him. Having finifhed his 
courfe of philofophy in 162 1, he was fent to teach the ichools of hu- 
manity, at Billom, Auch, and Puy ; in which employ he fpared 
no application for the afliftance of his fcholars both in their ftudies, 
and in exciting them to virtue, loving them as a tender mother does 
her children, and being beloved and reverenced by them as a faint. 
He was particularly diligent in procuring them ail relief in ficknefs, 
and by his prayers obtained the fudden recovery of one whofe life 
was defpaired of: but he was moft fenfible to their fpiritual infirmi- 
ties. Being informed of a grievous fin committed by one of them, 
he burft into a torrent of tears, and after a fhort recollection, he 
made, in the tranfport that had feized him fo pathetick a difcourfe 
to his fcholars on the feverity of God's judgments, that the tcrrours 
with which it (truck their minds, never forfook them their whole 
life after, as feveral of them uied to fay. The edifying example, 
funplicity, humility, modeity and penitential air of the mailer was 
a moft moving and continual fermon to them ; and fuch was thre 
powerful influence it had, that they were vifibly diftinguifhed from 
others by the regularity of their lives. To folicit the bleilings of hea- 
ven for them he always fpent fometirne at the loot of the altar, be- 
fore he entered thefchool, and implored the affrilance of their angel 
guardians in their behalf. His union with God was perpetual ; and 
from hence flowed his other virtues, particularly his faintly exte- 
riour comportment. To animate himfelf in fpirit, notwithstand- 
ing the fatigues of his employment, he added many other devotionc 
to *Jic daily hours meditation and other prayers enjoined by the 
rules of the Society. He often begged leave of the fuperiour to make 
extraordinary communions, befides thole that were regular in the 
houie ; and having obtained it, broke out in tranfports of joy, which 
tellified his infatiable defire of, and the great comfort he received 
from, that divine food. He prepared himlelf to receive it by pri- 
vate aulterities and publick humiliations, and by fpending a great 
part of the night before in the church. On Sundays and holydays 
he continued to inllruct the poor people with wonderful unclion and 
fruit, and even in his familiar conversation turned all to lomc fpiri- 
tual advantage. After he had taught the lower daifes feven years, 
two at Billom, one at Auch, and four at Puy, he began the ilucljr 
of divinity at Touloufe in 162S, in which, by his afliduity and the 
pregnancy of his wit, he made an uncommon progrefs : yet out of 
•1 fear of applaui'c, he fought to make himfelf contemptible by an. 
aflected fnnplicity and pretended ignorance. In the vacation, at th* 

time which the itudgms fpent in their country-houlb for the necef- 
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fary relaxation of their mind, Regis withdrew into private places to 
converfe with God almoft the whole day ; and in the night, after 
a fhort fleep, he arofe and ftole fecretly into the domeftick cha- 
pel ; which a companion having difcovered, and informed the hi- 
periour thereof, he received this anfwer : ** Interrupt not the fweet 
** communications of that angel with God. 1 ' 

Notice being given him by his fuperiours, in the beginning of the 
year 1630, to prepare himfeif for holy orders, he felt in his breaft 
the flruggle of the ftrongeft fentiments of an humble terrour, and a 
glowing zeal : but as he faw the will of God intimated in the 
order of his fuperiours, his fears were calmed, and he difpofed 
himfeif for that facrament, by retirement, aufterities, prayer, and 
fervorous defires. He then longed for the happinefs of approach- 
ing the altars, fo that he promifed his fuperiour to fay thirty 
maiTes for him, becaufe he had haitened the time of his ordination. 
When ordained, he took time to prepare, by prayer and penance, 
to offer the divine facrif:ce, and celebrated his flrfc mafs with the 
molt tender devotion, and in one continued torrent of tears; fo 
that thofe who were prefent could not contain theirs, and, by 
the divine fire which fparkled in his countenance, thought 
him liker an angel than a man at the altar. The fame year 
Touloufe being afflicted with a violent plague, Francis made 
preffing inflances to obtain leave to ferve the fick. In 1631, after 
the courfe of his ftudies was over, he made the third year of his 
noviciate, during which he was obliged to go to Foncouverte to 
fettle fome family affairs, where he Ipent his time in vifiting the poor 
and fick, catechifing the children every morning, and prcaoiing 
to the people twice a day. His begging for the poor, going thro' 
the ftreets followed by crowds of them and children, and car- 
rying upon his moulders a faggot, a flraw bed, or fuch like 
things for the neceffitous, drew on him many infults, once from 
the very foldiers, and bitter rcmonftrances from his brothers and 
other friends : but he rejoiced in the humiliations of the aofs, 
and anfwered that they became a minifler of the gofpel which 
had been cftablifhed by them. Their contempt of him was at 
lait converted into admiration, and every one difecrned in his 
actions a divine wifdom and zeal, which differs from worldly 
prudence, and rejoices with David, if its fimplicity appears con- 
temptible to men. He lived amongll his kindred as one truly 
dead to the world ; not like thofe religious peifons, who want- 
ing the fpirit of their vocation, fee): earthly comforts among them. 
Having eompofed the differences of his relations, and edified them 
by his humility, and heavenly life, he was ordered to go to the 
college of Pamiers to fupply the place of a mailer who was Jal- 
\ca fick. Jn the mean time his fuperiours, from the experience 
ihey had of his vocation and talents for an apoAolick life, ie- 
folved' to apply him folely to the million i : in which he accouiing- 
Iy ipent tin- lall ten years of his life, beginning them in Lan<>ue- 
doc, continuing them through the Vivarc-y,, and ending them with 
his life in the Vclay, of which J,c Puy is the capital. 'J be 
fununci he employed in cities and towns, as the hulbandnK'fl then 
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were taken up with their tillage : but the winter feafons he con- 
secrated to the villages and the country. 

F. Regis entered upon his apoftolical courfe at Montpcllicr in 
163 1, arriving there in the beginning of fummer , and immedi- 
ately opening his million, by mflrudting the children, and preach- 
ing to the people upon Sundays and holydays in the church of 
the college. His difcourfes were plain and familiar ; after a clear 
.expofition of the chriftian truth which he had taken for his fub- 
ject, he clofed them with mcral and pathetick exhortations: he 
delivered them with fuch vehemency, that fometimes his voice and 
jlrength failed him ; and with fuch unclion, that both preacher and 
audience often were diflblved in tears, and the mofl hardened left 
the church with hearts full of compunction. He was always re- 
forttd to by a numberlefs audience of all ranks, though princi- 
pally of the poor. A famous preacher was aftonifhed to fee how 
'his catechjims were admired, and the great converfions they ef- 
fected, whilfl elegant fermons had fo few to hear them, and pro- 
duced fo little fruit. The reafon was, the word of God became 
a two-edged fword in the mouth of Regis, who fpoke it from a 
heart full of the fpirit of God, whereas it was loft under the pomp 
of an affected rhetorick. r l he faint never rcfn(ed himfelf to the 
rich, but he ufed to fay th^y would never want confeilors, and 
that the poor deftitute part of ChrilVs flock were his fhare and his 
delight. He thought that he ought to live only for them. lie 
fpent ufually the whole morning in the confeflional, at the altar, 
or in the pulpit ; the afternoon he devoted to the hofpitals and 
prifons, fometimes forgetting his meals ; having, as he once faid, 
no ieifure to think of them. He begged from door to door for the 
poor ; procured them phyficians and all neceffaries when lick, and 
drefTed himfelf their molt loathfome lores. He was feen loaded 
with bundles of draw for them ; and when laugh'd at by the 
children, and told that this made him ridiculous, he anfwered : 
" With all my heart : we receive a double advantage, when we 
" purchafe a brother's relief with our own difgrace." He eftablifhcd 
an aflbciation of thirty gentlewomen to procure aiTiflance for the 
piiloncrs. He converted feveral Huguenots, and many lewd wo- 
men ; and when told the repentance of thefe latter is feldom lin- 
ccre, he anfwered : 41 If my labours hinder one Jin, they will be 
u vvell bellowed. " Towards winter he went to Sommicrs, the capital 
of Lavonagc, twelve miles from Montpcllicr, and with incredible 
labour declaring war againfl vice and extreme ignorance, favv his 
endeavours crowned with the moll fu rprifing fuccefs over all that 
country, penetrating into tlie moll inacccfiiblc places, and deterred 
}>y no rigours of weather, living chiefly on bread and water, tak- 
ing fomciinics a little milk ; always aLttaining from fim, fleih, 
c Kfts» and wine ; allowing himfelf very little relt at night on fume 
aiivd bench or floor, and wearing a hairfliirt. \\ ith a cruciJix in 
»i.> hand, he boldly Hopped a troop of enraged foldicrs from 
phi nd cring a church, and another time demanded and obtained of 
;l Uilvinill officer the rellitution of a poor man's good:*, which had 

«cen plundered, without mentioning the high indignities and \\{ 
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treatment he had received from the foldiers, to the commander's 
great attoniihment. The Vivarez had been for fifty years the 
center of Calvinifm in France, and the feat of horrible wars and 
defolation. The pious bifhop of Viviers, in 1633, byearneftin- 
treaties drew Regis into his diocefe, received him with gieatve- 
jjeration, and took him with him in his vifitation, during which 
^he father made a moft fuccefsful n-itfion over that whole diocefe. 
The count de la Mothe Brion, v. ho had lived as a wife man of 
the world, was fo moved with the miction of the holy man's 
iermons, at entirely to devote himlelf to falling, prayer and alms. 
This nobleman by his zeal and chanties very much contributed 
to aflift the faint in his holy enterprifes : in which he was fe- 
conded by another gentleman named De la Michere, who had for- 
merly \;en the faint's fcholar. At Puy, Regis undertook the 
reformation of many ruegligenc payors, brought many lewd women, 
and fome the moft obftinate and abandoned, to become patterns 
of fervour amongft the penitents, and converted a Calvinift lady 
of great reputation at Ufcz. About that time God permitted 2 
itorm to be raifed againil his fervant for his trial ; for amidft thete 
glorious fuccefies he was accufed loudly as a difturber of the 
peace of families by his indifcrcet zeal, and as a violent man who 
j'pared no one in his invectives and fatires. The bifhop defended | 
him, till wearied out with repeated complaints, he wrote to his j 
fuperiour to recall him, and fending for the faint, gave him a ft. 1 
vere reprimand ; adding that he found himfelf under a neceffily | 
of difmifling him. Regis, who had all along neglected to take ! 
any meafures for his own juitification, anfwered him with Inch 
humility, and with fuch an unfeigned love of humiliations and the 
crofs, that the prelate was charmed with his virtue ; and being 
undeceived by others in regard to him, he praifed him in pubhek, 
and continued him with his employ, till the beginning of the year 
1634; when the miflionary was ordered by his fupenours to re- 
pair to Puy, but went loaded with letters full of the highcU 
commendations of his virtue and prudence from the good bifhop. 
The faint wrote earneftly to the general of the Society, dciirmg 
to be employed on a million to the barbarous Hurons and Iro. 
quois in Canada, and received a favourable anfwer : but at the 
rcqucft of count de la Mothe, he returned early the next year to 
the diocefe of Viviers to labour in the converfion of Calvimil?, 
and in the inftruaion of the ignorant at Cheylard, and on the 
other eftates of that gentleman. It is incredible how much the 
apoflolick man underwent in this rough country, in the highdt 
mountains, in which he was once locked up three weeks by the 
fnows. lying on the bare ground, eating only black bread, arm 
drinking water, with the addition of altoniihing voluntary morti- 
fications, falls, difciplines to blood, and hairfhirts. The coun 
Was fo edified, and fo moved with the inexprcfliblc fruits oj w 
labours, that he founded a perpetual million lor two JeiuiU w 
Cheylard, giving to it a principal of fifteen thoufand livrcs, aim 
his fine houfe there for their refidence. Regis made his ne" 

million at Frivas with equal fruit, and thence was called by < 
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bifhop of Valence to St. Aggreve, a mountainous favage place, 
theneft of hercfy in his diocefe. Amongft his heroick adtions and 
virtues here, it is recorded, that one Sunday going into an inn to 
flop the excefTes committed by lewd company aflembled in it, he 
received from one a box on the ear, without any other reply 
than this : " I thank you : if you knew me, you would judge 
" that I deferve much more." Which meeknefs overcame theh 
lobftinacy. After three months labours in this neighbourhood, by 
'the ^ame bifhop's orders he repaired to Sc. Andre des Eftanger?.. 
land was from thence recalled to Marlbes in the Vivarez, about, 
fthe end of the year 1635. -In the nrft of thefe two places, a boy 
^falling from the top of a high pair of flairs to the bottom near 
ithc holy man, then at his prayer in a comer, was found without, 
■hurt : in the latter, a woman who would take his tattered 
cloak to mend, keeping two rags as relicks, by applying them 
to two of her children, cured one of a fever, the other of a 
formed dropfy. The curate of Marlhes, in a depofition upon oath* 
for the procefs of the canonization of the fervant of God, gave 
this teftimony of him : c< He was indefatigable, and employed 
■ " both night and day in his facred functions. He was under 
" the bittereft affliction, whenever he was informed, that God had 
" been offended. Then he forgot his natural meeknefs, and ap- 
" pearing tranfported with holy anger, he with a voice of thun- 
" der deterred the moft refolute libertines. He would have fa- 
u crificed a thoufand lives to prevent one fin. A word from 
" him funiced to inflame the coldeft hearts, and to foften the 
i" hardeft. After the million, I knew not my own parifhioners, 
fo much I found them reformed. No violence of cold, no 
|"fnows blocking up a)l pafTages, no mountains, or torrents 
\" fwclled by rains, could be an obftade to his zeal. His ar- 
; " dour communicated an intrepidity to others ; for when lie went 
to any place, innumerable troops followed, and met him through 
all forts of difficulties and dangers. I have feen him, in the 
<( mod rigourous feafon, Hop in the middle of a foreft, to content 
the crowds, defirous to hear him fpeak concerning falvation. 
" 1 have feen him at the top of a mountain, railed on a heap 
" of fnow, hardened by the froft, preach and inllruct the wlole 
" day, and after that fpend the whole night in heamig confei- 
" lions." Winter being over, he returned to Pay about the end 
of April in 1 636, teltifying that he found his itrength and cou- 
rage not abated, but increafed by his labours, lie met at the 
college here his general's refufal of the million of Canada, which 
jruilratcd his hopes of martyrdom. This icfufal he imputed to 
his fins. The four remaining years of hi*, life weic taken up in 
Hnihon;; in the Velay, a mountainous country, the winters in the 
villages, the fummers in Puy, the bifhop of which city made lift 
°t his counfels and miniltry to reform his Hock. He preached ant/ 
catcchi/.ed at Puy, full in the Jcfuit'* church ; but this being too 
little, he removed to that of St. Peter le Monaltrer, belonging to 
"le Hcncdictines. His diiconrfes were without art, but clear to 

Wcancil capacities and dvlivticd wiji that vjuotion of heart, 
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and fo moving a tone of voice, that he fcemed tranfported by a 
divine fire above himfelf ; and all who heard him declared, that 
46 Francis preached the word of God as it is in itfelf j whereas 
** others Teemed, in comparifon of him, to preach themfelves." 
His audience ufually confided of four or five thoufand. His pro- 
vincial in his vilitation, hearing him, wept during the whole fer. 
mon. He formed an ailbciation of virtuous ladies to relieve the 
poor, and another in favour of the prifoners ; for both which in- 
credible funds were raifed, and in times of need God miraculouily 
multiplied the corn he had ftored up, three feveral times : of 
which verbal procefles were drawn up, and juridical information* 
taken before ecclefiafticai and fecular judges ; and thefc miracles 
were confirmed by fourteen credible witneffes in the acls oi' his 
canonization. His conftant readinefs, and extreme diligence to 
run to the fick, and his happy fuccefs in affifling them in i'piri- 
tuah, were recompenfed by feveral cures effected on the fpot by his 
prayers, the unexceptionable relation of which may be read at 
length in F. Daubenton's hifcory of his life (1). Nor were the 
converfions of many finners lefs miraculous- Amongft thele, a 
certain voluptuous rich merchant had long endeavoured to blacken 
the faint's reputation by his flanders ; who in return bought of 
him all he wanted for his poor. Having foftened him to a more 
tractable temper by thefe and other good offices, he laid hold of 
a favourable opportunity of reprefenting to him what could be the 
end of his pains, and the fruit of all his riches which death muft 
loon bereave him of : the man was flruck, and having revolved in 
his mind all night the reflections the words of the man of God raiild 
in him, came the next day to lay open the agitation of his foul 
to him. The faint having for fome time continued to excite in 
him ltill livelier apprehenfions of the divine judgments, and con- 
dueled him through fentiments of hope and divine love, to the 
difpofitions of a perfect penitent, he heard his general confttfion, 
which the other made with fuch a flood of tears, that the con- 
feffor judged the greatnefs of his contrition might require a final!- 
cr penance. The penitent afked him why he had fo much fpared 
his weaknefs. The zealous pallor anlwcred that he took upon 
himfelf to difcharge the re It of his debt : which niiUlncjs 
added ftill more to the fervour of this repenting /inner. Ins 
meeknefs and patience made a conquer! of thofc fouls which wcic 
fo hardened as to be able to refill his zeal. A young man en- 
raged that the faint had converted, and drawn from him the ob- 
ject of his impure paflion, refolvcd to kill him. The man ot 
<Jod diicovcred by a divine light his wicked intention, and I'M 
to him : ** Dear brother, why do you bear this ill-will 10 one 
•* that would hazard his life to procure you the grvatclt oi bid* 
*' fings, eternal falvation V The finner overcome by this iwa't- 
nefs, fell at his feet, begged his pardon, and became a Jim ere 
convert. Three other young noblemen, on a like occnlion, r c * 
folved revenge. Regis met them with courage, laying to 

tiiem : •* Vuu come with a defien upon my lile. W* i» at con- 
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n cerns me is not death, which is the object of my wifhes ; but 
« the date of damnation, that you are in, and regard fo little.** 
The libertines ftood as if dunned : Regis embracing them with 
the tendernefs of a parent, induced tHem to repent ; and they 
■made their confeffions to him, and led regular lives till their 
deaths. Addreding drunkards and other tinners, with his eyes all 
on fire with zeal, he often by one moving fentence reclaimed 
them from their diiorders. When he had received a blow on 
the cheek, the magiftrates could not prevail upon him to denounce 
;jhe delinquent : but the offender moved by his charity, became 
jof his own accord his fincere penitent. The fervant of God was 
igxtremely folicitous in removing all occafions of tin, and pre- 
senting the promifcuous company of young men and women. He 
"converted many proftitutcs, with the help of charitable contri* 
'bucions , founded a retreat to fecure the virtue of fuch penitents, 
.till his rector fearing that houfe could not be maintained, forbid 
him to intermeddle in it ; he moreover gave him many fevere repri- 
mands even in publick, accufed his zeal as too forward, and forbid 
'.him to hear confelfions, inilruft the poor or vifit the iick, only on 
'certain days and at appointed times. Regis fuffered many humilia- 
tions, and mortifications under this fuperiour, without even allow- 
ing any one to fpeak in his jollification ; till the fucceeding rector, 
;convinced of his innocence and prudence, redored to him the care 
of the Refuge, and the whole field of his former labours. His zeal 
expofed him often to occafions of martyrdom, and to open infults : 
|and once he was cruelly beaten. He was alfo cenfured bitterly by 
'many, and even by feveral of his own brethren : but his rector un- 
dertook his defence, and God crowned his labours with incredible 
fucceis; in which he was feconded by the great vicar Peter le Blanc, 
his conltant friend, without whofe counfel he undertook nothing. 
This is the fumma.y of his tranfaclions at Puy during the four lad 
'fummcrs of his millions : the winters he employed in labouring in 
the country, the mod abandoned part of which was his firft care 
ami chief delight. 

1 The country inhabitants of the Velay in lb me parts, cfpccially in 
'the mountains, were very rudick, and perfectly lavage: Calvinifm 
.had inilnuatcd itielf, and ignorance and the gr oiled vices prevailed in 
many of the wilder places. The boroughs and villages are fit u ate 
» in the dioccfes of Puy, Vienne, V alence and Vivieis. T he faint's 
tfhrll million amongft them was in the beginning of the year 1036, to 
Jl")' and the neighbouring places. 1 lugh Sourdon, \„ L. D. cn- 
SiA'^ed him to lodge in his houle. The man of God finding hi* 
l^iud hull's Ion Claudius Sourdon, aged fourteen years, entirely de- 
jpnvcd of all light for the fix months pall, fu>:n a defhixioa upon his 
} c > es, with cxeeiiive pains, he exhorted him to confidence in God, 
piid lciiiod into a neighbouring uxmi ti> piayci with Ionic of the fa- 
fjiuuy: which he had not ended when tin: child iccovcrcd his iighr, 
i^il ililliuguifiicd every body ui the aiieinbiy which then met to hear 
j ihu firil catccliillicai indruclion : and fimn that time never felt any 
J, niMu either of that j-ain or d«;flu\i< u, as he attclled be/ore she bi- 

} U '°P % of Puy and Valence, being then foujfcoie years old. Upon 
i ' this, 
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this, another man forty years of age, who had been blind eighj 
years, was brought to the faint, who making the fign of the crofi 
over him immediately reftored his fight. By the fame of thefetivc 
miracles, this million was opened with wonderful concourfe end 
fruit. His conduct in it is thus defcribed by Claudius Sourdon with 
whom he lodged, in a juridical depofition that grave perfon gave 
before two bifhops. " His whole behaviour breathed fanclity. Men 
could neither fee nor hear him without being inflamed with the 
* c love of God. He celebrated the divine myfteries with fuch de« 
«' votion that he feemed like an angel at the altar. I have obferv- 
• £ ed him in familiar converfation become filent and recolle&ed, and 
** all on fire : then (peaking of God with a fervour and rapidity 
«« that proved his heart to be carried away with an impulfe froi 
< c heaven. He pronounced his popular inftruclions with an urchoi 
« c which penetrated his hearers. He fpent not only the day, but 
< { alfo a confiderable part of the night in hearing confeffions, am 
« 6 violence was neceflary to oblige him to take fome nourifnment, 
« e He never complained of fatigue, or of the difagreeable bebavj. 
< c our of any that thronged to him. After he had laboured to fane- 
«' tify the inhabitants of Fay, he fet out early every morning int( 
« c the country amidft the forefis and mountains. When itorms, 
« c rains, fnows or floods made the roads feem impaffable to other!, 
** nothing ever flopped or daunted him. He went the whole daj 
« c from cottage to cottage, and failing, unlefs my mother couli 
* e prevail with him to take an apple in his pocket. We nevei 
«* law him again till night, and then he refumed/ his crdij 
nary functions, unwearying himfelf only by frefh labours* Tl 
«* Calvinifts were as forward as the Catholicks in following hii 
« c every where. In the beginning of fummer in 1637, he returnei 
*< to his labours at Puy : and in November fet out to pafs his win. 

ter at Marines, being called on a fecond miffion thither by thi 
tfC prelhng inftanccs of James Andre the zealous curate. His roai 
«* was horrible, fometimes through briars and thorns, fometimei 
*« over vallies filled with fnow, and rocks covered with ice. Ii 
climbing one of the higher!:, his hold by a bufh failed him, sri 
«< he broke his leg by a fall. Yet he chearfully got over fix inilcj 
*« further with the help of a flick, apd the fupport of his compaj 
*< nion. Arriving at Marines, inftead of fending for a furgeon,k 
•« went direclly to the church where multitudes were waiting foi 
*< him, and hearcd confeffions for feveral hours : till the curate \n< 
<• formed of his accident by his companion, drew him out to ha vl 
" his log; vifited, when it was found perfectly found. To his uu< 
menfe labours he added fuch aflonifhing aultcritics that, upon re- 
4< monflrances, his rector at Puy font him a command to obey tW 
" curate of Marlhes in all that belonged to his rcfrefhment a no till 
*' care of his health. The faint from that time fubmitted nioiU'* 
" c attly to the good pricll's rules in that regard, how troubJefomi 
fbever he found his indulgence. This curate declared in his dc< 
po fit ion, that narrowly obferving the man of God at all tiffltfj 
*' he faw him in the night one while on his knees, bowed to tM 

« ground, bathed in tcart ; then Ilantling with his cyca iiitt-ii uj>tfl 

o * " ^ hcavciV] 
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« heaven, and abiorpc in contemplation He often heard him 
" fetch deep fighs, and cry out in nan (ports of love : What in the 
« world can engage my heart, befides thee my God r" 

He frequently beheld him in prayer ail on fire, like a feraphin, 
motionlefs for many hours The fame gentleman adds, mat he faw 
the holy man. by his bk-ifing, reftore a country-man's arm put out of 
joint by a fall near his houfe as he was crowding to the faint, on a 
ileep defcent : and tint by the iign of the crofs he diipoflefled an E- 
nergumen, who redoubled his contorfions and howlings when 
brought to his prefence, but was immediately calmed by the impref- 
fion of that fign, and continued ever after unmolelted. He had 
been pofTeiTcd by the evil fpirit eight years, and been often exorcifed 
without fuccefs In the village of St. Bonnet le Froid, the curate 
found the faint in the night praying at the church door, on his 
knees and bare headed : and not being able to draw him from his 
divine conferences, he gave him the key of the church, in which 
he obferved that he afterwards paffed whole nights, notwithstand- 
ing the intolerable cold. To the remonftrance of the curate of 
Vourey concerning the care of his health, the faint faid in confi- 
dence, that fince God had vifibly teftined his goodnefs by healin^ 
his leg broke in his journey to Marines, he owed bis health to him 
by a frefh title, and put it in his hands. In the year 1638, from 
Puy his winter mifTion was to Montregard : where upon his arriva! 
he prayed at the church door till he was quite coi r ered with fnovv, 
and was found by pafTengers in that condition. He no where reap- 
ed a greater harveft of fouls than in this place ; and converted be- 
fides many other Calvinifts, the lady Louifa de Romczino, a youno- 
widow of great reputation as well as quality. He gained her cfteera 
inhisvifks; then cleared her difficulties, principally in regard of 
the bleiled Euchariit ; and laftly removed the obilacles of her hear 
from the fear of fhame for leaving her party. This lady gave the 
molt ample depolition of the admirable fanclity of the fervant of 
God, in a continual ftream of tears during four hours, to the bi- 
fliops of Puy and Valence, publifhed in his life. The fummcr m 
1639, recalled the miffionary to Puy : and the end of the next au- 
tumn he went out to his country-harveft in the places near Montre- 
gard, as Iflcngcaux, Chambon, Moniftrol. .About the end of Ja- 
nuary in 1640, he repaired to Monfaucon, a little town twenty-one 
miles from Puy. His fuccelfes were wonderful in the ample held 
which his zeal found here, till interrupted by the plague which 
broke out in that place. Regis devoted himfcif to the°fervice of 
the infeclcd, and was fo fearlefs as to carry the abandoned lick on 
his back to the hoipital, and to perform the molt laborious offices 
to aflifl all corporally and fpiritually. His charity excited that of 
tlie ecclenidlicks of the place. The curate however fearing hii 
death in the imminent dangers to which he expofed himfcif, obliy,- 
«d him to leave the town, which the faint did with gicat reluctance 
and many tears. The contagion foon a'ter eeafhu*, 'he returned to 
jelume his million there, but was recalle d to Puy by the rector to 
lupply the place of a mailer there. This interruption was fo grcu 

to him, that he begged and obtained, fiom the general of 

tin: 
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the Society leave to follow his millions, for which the bifhop ofPuy 
had conferred on him his fall power. He moreover formed a de- 
Hgn for the eftablilhment of a perpetual million for thofe provinces 
to be fettled in the college of Puy or Tournon, which project waj 
highly approved by his fuperiours and by the general. But to *ive 
fome idea of the life of this great fervant of God, it is neceffary to 
draw, if a full delineation is impomble, at leaft a faint fketch of his 
heroick virtues. 

His true love of God appeared in the conflant union of his foul 
with the Divine Spirit : often a pious word or fong would throw 
him into a rapture : frequently he could not contain the tranipom 
of his heart in company or in the ftreets : his eyes and inflamed 
countenance often difcovered the jftrong emotions of his foul. Hu 
moll familiar afpiration was that of the royal prophet : " WhatcanI 
defire in heaven, or love on earth, befides thee my God ?" which lie 
repeated with feraphick ardours. He vehemently defired to procure 
God's greateft honour in all things, faying : " We are created by 
God, and for him alone : and mull direct all things to his glory,! 
His love of the crofs, and his thirfr. of fufferings and humiliation] 
was infatiable, and he was accuftomed to fay, that to fufFer for God 
deferved not the name of fufFering, fo light is it made by love, and 
the fwcet unclion of grace. When perfecuted and beaten, he was 
heard to cry out, " O my God ! that I could fufFer flill more for thy 
" holy name !" He found true pleafure in hunger, cold and all man- 
ner of hardfhips, faying once to his companions : <f I own that life 

would be intolerable, if I had nothing to fufFer for Jefus Chrift:j 
*' it is my only comfort in this world." He never excufed or juf- 
tiiied himfelf if reprehended, and never anfwered any calumny, 
even though carried to his fuperiours. He feemed equally inien- 
fible to praifes and infults, receiving chearfully all ill-treatment 
in filence, as his due. Martyrdom was his perpetual defire, though 
he fincerely cftecmed himfelf unworthy of fuch an honour, fie 
called injuries and fcorn his due, and was ingenious to court humi- 
liations and difgraces, being accuflomed to fay, that if juilice 
were done him, he ought to be trodden under foot by all men. 
When one prefented a drawn fword threatening to kill him, lie 
faid : " 1 dciirc nothing more ardently than to die for Jefus Cliriil. 
He fparcd nothing to prevent fin, and once faid with tears to anob- 
llinate tinner: " Ah 1 beg of you rather to difpatch me with your 
*' iword, than to of Fend the Divine Majcfty." His confidence in 
the fafeguard of providence made him fear no harm from men, aim 
rendered him inticpid in the midit of dangers, the fight of which 
often fliook his companion with horrour. He would walk all night.; 
and often on the edge of precipices, or over mountains covered 
with mow, and crols impetuous torrents, only not to difappointj 
fome poor people a few hours. His devotion to the blefled J/ UC 'J 3 ' 
rill made him fpend much of his time in prayer before the ble/ieu hi*", 
crament, faying mafs whatever it colt him to find an opportunity* 
He called the holy iiuchariil his refuge, his comfort and hisclch* 
Under all cen hires ami erotics he preferved the fame cvcmich o 
mind, fo ciiectually had the love of God deilroycd in hit, heft :i > 
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human earthly affections. He allowed himfelf only three hours a 
night for flecp ; and often not above one. He never touched fiefh, 
fjfh, eggs or wine ; and the bare ground or boards were his bed. Hi* 
chamber was the molt inconvenient room he could choofe, and his 
habit all over patches : nor would he wear a new caflbek. His 
obedience was fo perfect, that with regard to it he looked upon 
h'uvfclf as a dead body without any motion or feeling of his own, 
nor had he any other rule of his will than that of his fupe* 
riours. He had the greater!: refpeci for, and an entire depend- 
ence on, tht; bifhops in v/hofe diocefes he was employed, and 
their Vicars general. His purity was fo perfect, that his very 
pretence infpjred a love of that virtue j nor durft calumny it- 
felf charge him with the leaf! reproach on that head. It is allured 
upon the teitimonies of thofe who had ihe moft perfect knowledge 
of his interiour, that he feemcd exempt from all hang of the nefh ; 
fo perfectly had he fubdued his domeilick enemy by affiduous 
mortification, a watchful humility and dread of all occanons of 
temptations. The fame vouchers aflbre us, they were perfuaded 
that he never had offended God by any mortal fin in his whole life. 

He refumed the million of Monfaucon in the beginning of au- 
tumn in the year 1640. The ardour he found in the people 
to profit by his labours redoubled his fervour in ferving them. 
After he had fanctified the whole diflridt of Monfaucon, Eo- 
cculles and Vervines, he gave notice for opening a million at 
La Louvefc about the end of advent. But understanding by a divin* 
light that his death was near at hand, he went back to Puy to make 
a retreat in order to prepare himfelf for it. After three days fpent 
in the ftricteft folitude he made a general confefllon, and cxpreffed, 
in the warm ell and tendereft fentiments, an impatient deft re to pof- 
fcis God : eternity was the fole object of his wifhes. He confi- 
dently told fome of his friends in open terms, and others by myf- 
terious expreflions which became clear by the event, that he fhould 
never return from that 'million. The inclemency of the weather 
could not detain him : he left Puy on the twenty-fecond of De- 
cember, to reach La Louvefc the day following, to be ready there 
for Chriftmas-cve : he fullered much in crofling the mountains and 
the waters, and miiTed his way on the fecond day. Overtaken by 
night in the woods, and quite fpent, he was forced to He in a 
ruinous houfc, open on all fides, near the village of Vervines, 
on the ground, expofed to a piercing wind. Here after a fuddoti 
fweat, fucceeded by a cold fit, he was feized with a pleurify, 
which increasing, his pain grew excefhve. This decayed honfere- 
preiented to him the hardihips our new born Saviour fullered ia 
the liable of Bethlehem, on which he made the mofl tender in- 
flections. Next morning he crawled to La Louvefc, went lira it to 
the church, and opened the million by a difcouifc in which his 
2 pl recruited his llrcngth and courage, lie preached thrice on 
Uirif'mas-day, and thrice on St. Stephen*:;, lrv aditu* tin; reil tf 
m(e three days in the con fell ion a!. After the tliiid Jcnnon on Sr. 

when he went to hear confelliom, he iweoni'd awiy 

t hyucians found hi'*. Cafe p. ill u<.---vi:y. The holy 
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man repeated the general confeffton he had made eight days be- 
fore, then defired.the holy viaticum and extreme un£tion, which 
he received like a perfon all on fire with the love of God. He 
refufed broth, begging to be nourifhed like the poor with a little 
milk, and defired to be left alone. Under his violent pains his 
countenance was always ferene, and he kiffed inceffantly a cruci- 
fix which he held in his hand. Nothing was heard from him but 
tender and warm afpirations, and longing delires of his heavenly 
country. He afked to be laid in a liable that he might refemblehis 
new born Saviour laid on ftraw : but was anfwered, that his weak- 
nefs vvould not fufFer it. He thanked God for the favour of fuller- 
ing him to die in the midft of the poor. All the thirty-frit day of 
December, he continued in a perfecl tranquility ,with his eyes tenderly 
fixed on Jefus crucified, who alone took up his thoughts. At even- 
ing in a tranfport he faid to his companion : <e What ahappinefs ! 
" how contented I die ! I fee Jefus and Mary, who come to con- 
** du6l me to the manfions of blifs." A moment after he joined his 
hands : then lifting up his eyes to heaven he faid : 6C Jefus my $:.- 
* c viour, to thee I recommend, and into thy hands I commit, my 
* c foul." With which words he calmly expired towards midnight, 
on the lafl: day of the year i6jo, being forty-three years of age, 
whereof he had lived twenty-fix in the Society. Twenty two cu- 
rates with incredible crowds of people amfted at his funeral. He 
was interred on the fecond of January, near the altar, at La Lou- 
vefc. The univerfal grief for his lofs was fucceeded by the higheft 
veneration, and innumerable flocks of pilgrims vifited his tomb : 
and a poor private religious man, who only breathed abje&ion, 
who placed all his fatisfa&ion in being defpifed, and lay dead on 
the top of a frightful mountain, was on a fudden crowned with 
glory, and his allies on earth honoured by continual miracles. 
La Louvclc then only a chapel of eafe under the curate of Vervines, 
is become the parilh' church, and much enriched. Twenty- two 
archbilhops and bifhops of Languedoc wrote to ;oope Clement XI. 
in thefe words : ■* We are witnefl'cs, that before the tomb of F. 
<c John Trancis Regis, the blind fee, the lame walk, the deaf 
* c hear, the dumb fpeak : and -the fame of thefe furpriiiug 
* c wonders is fpread over all nations. 1 ' Fourteen eye- wi^ne/les at- 
tcMcd upon oath the miraculous and fudden recovery of Magdalen 
Arnould, a nun at Puy, fick of a dropfy and palfy, and in her 
agony, the phyficians declaring that me could not live half an 
hour, a relick of the fervant of God was put into her hands, 
and applying it to her ftomach, flic offered a fervent prayer to him, 
and that moment flic found herfelf perfectly cured, and her mon- 
Urous fwclling difperfed. This happened in 1656. A burgher of 
Puy was healed of a great rupture formed in three places: his 
cure was fudden and entire, as phyficians, furgcons and many other 
witneiie!. attell. No lefs fudden were the cures of two blind wo- 
men, of a young man of the king's evil ; of many paralyutk. 
crooked children, and others under all forts of dillempers ; feura 
of them being perfons of rank, and of different province'* ; ;:m * . 
«hc facta being all uttcllcd, by many wilncflcs. and by the per- , 
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fons themfelves. The holy fee requires inconteftable proofs of 
miracles to which it gives a fanction. And fo Ariel is this inquiry, 
that F. Daubenton inform us, that an Englifh proteJlant gentleman 
being at Rome, and feeing the procefs of feveral miracles, (aid 
the/ were inconteftable, if the church of Rome approved of none 
bat fuch : but was much furprifed at the fcrupulofity of this fcrutiny 
when told, that not one of all thofe had been allowed by the Con- 
gregation of Rites to have been fufficiently proved, ^.fterthe moil 
fevere juridical examination of the heroick virtues and evident mi- 
racles of St. Francis Regis, he was beatified by Clement XI. in 
1716, and canonized by Clement XII, 1737, at tne requeft of the 
kings Lewis XV. of France, and Philip V. of Spain, and of tho 
French clergy afiemblcd at Paris in 17.35. *i* s feftival was ap- 
pointed to be kept on the 16th of this month. 

The faints make it their conftant and earnefl endeavour to make 
every ftep they take an advance in the path of virtue : an addi- 
tion to the number of their good actions, whofe fum total will 
render their happinefs the more exalted and complete JHow hap- 
py is the life of that faithful fervant of God, whole years, days 
and moments, whether in publick or private, are all filled with 
good \v0rk3, fo many fruitful feeds of a glorious eternity J Whofe 
defires, thoughts and actions are all directed to the honour of God, 
and his own advancement in goodnefs ! Viewed with iuch a life 
in whatever Ration, how mean and contemptible do the idle amufe- 
ments of the great ones of the world appear J How triflng that 
uninterrupted fuccefTion of ferious folly or empty pleafures \vhich 
engages the greatell part of mankind ! How many weary them- 
felves in reftlefs toils of vanity, or often put their invention to the 
rack to rind out amufements for to pafs the day ! How m^ny make 
their whole lives one barren circle, to which they feeiu enchanted, 
going round and round in a dull repetition of the fnme miles ! 
who forget they have every moment the affair of an eternity upon 
their hands, and neglect the only real concern of life. After ail 
their turmoils they find their hands empty, and feci their heaits 
filled only with fears, remorfc and bit tern efs inftead of noly 
peace and joy; with the riches* of eternity in Here. — See the 
life of St. J. Fr. Regis written in French by F. Daubenton, done 
into Englifh by F. Corn. M— Y S— 1. Alio his life compjLd by 
F. Croilfet, T. 1. and an ablhacl of the fame by F. i\icuvilie, 
With the relation of two new miracles. 

SS. Fe rreolus or Fa iu; la u, a pricll, , 4 nd Flrkutius, a dea- 
con, MM. 'I'hey were ordained by v ^t. lreuuair, and lent by him 
to pieach the gofpel at Uefanaon, whore after fufTenng many tor- 
nieiils they were beheaded for the faith in the perieouUon oi Severn j 
1,1 21 1 , or 212. St Gregory of Tom s fays (1) mat their rciicks 
Were glorified by miracles in his time, and hat hi', hroilur in !.iw 
was cured by them of a danger o 11 d ill em per. They are ai this day 
f-at'Cinctl a great treafme of the cathedral of JJei:uv.con. 
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St. Aur elian archbifhop of Aries, C. Being promoted to that 
fee in 545, he founded in that city a great monaftery for monks, in 
which he was feconded by the munificence of king Childebert. He 
enriched the fame with relicks of the holy crofs, St. Stephen, SS. 
Peter and Paul, St. John, St. James, St. Andrew, St. Gennefms, 
St. Symphorianus, St. Victor, St. Hilary, St. Martin, St. Czefarius, 
Sec. He compiled a rule for thefe monks, and another for the nun- 
nery of St. Mary which he alfb built in the fame city. Both thefe 
rules are extant in. the Code of St> Benedict Anian, and in Le 
Cointe's Annals. He mentions the commemoration of the faithful 
departed at the altar ; and alfo of the living : in that of the faints 
he adds in particular thofe martyrs and confefTors whofe relicks that 
church was pofleiTed of. The faint ufnally ftyles himfelf Aurelian 
the finner. He affifted at the council of Orleans in 549, and ac- 
cording to the infeription upon his tomb in the chapel of St. Nizier 
in Lyons, died in that city on the fixteenth of June 55Z, or as the 
infeription runs, the eleventh year after the confulate of JufUn the 
Younger in 540. [a) See Ceillier, T. 16, p. 359. 



JUNE 17. 

SS. NICANDER and MARCIAN, MM, 

From their genuine aEts in Mabillon y Mnf> Italic* T. 1. and 

Ruinart, p. 55 X. 

About the year 303- 

THESE faints, as appears from the circumftances of their 
adls, fufFered under Dioclefiani and probably in Mcefia, 
a province of Illyricum, under the fame governour who con- 
demned St. Julius : though fome moderns place their martyr- 
dom at Venafro, at prcfent in the kingdom of Naples, Thejr 
had ferved fome time in the Roman troops, but when the edifls 

were every where publifhed againft the Chriftians, foregoing 



In moll; other places except 
at Lyons, we find that dates were 
then for fome years ta'cen from 
the confulate of Bafil who was 
alone conful in 541, and whofe 
name Hands the la ft in the Fafti 
of Roman conful 3 the year after 
Juilin. Dionyfiuo Exiguus, an 

♦ibbot m Korne highly cQinmciuU 



ed by Cafllodorus, his cotempo- 
rary, for his learning and piety, 
in his Pafchal cycle, about t)\c 
year 541, firit began to date the 
years from the birth of Chrifc 
which epoch is called the chrif- 
tian a;ra, and was every where 
introduced foon alter the extinc- 
tion of confuIatCJ^ 
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all expectations from the world, they fbrfook the army, Thi 5 
was made a crime in them, and they were impeached befor e 
Maximus, the governour of the province. The judge in* 
formed them of the imperial order that all were commanded 
to facrifice to the gods. Nicander replied, that order coul^ 
not regard chriftians, who looked upon it as unlawful to aban- 
don the immortal God, to adore wood and ftones. Doria, the 
wife of Nicander, was prefent, and encouraged her hufband. 
Maximus interrupting her, faid : " Wicked woman, why 
" would you have your hufband die." " I wifh not for his 
« death/* faid flie, <c but that he live in God, fo as never to 
« die.'* Maximus reproached her that fhe defired his death, 
becaufe (he wanted another hufband. " If you fufpect that,'* 
laid fhe, tfi put me to death firft." The judge faid, his orders 
did not extend to women : for this happened upon the firffc 
edi£t which regarded only the army. However, he command- 
ed her to be taken into cuftody : but fhe was releafed foon after, 
and returned to lee the ifliie of the trial. Maximus turning 
again to Nicander, faid : " Take a little time, and deliberate 
" with yourfelf whether you choofe to die or to live." Ni- 
cander anfwered : " I have already deliberated upon the matter, 
" and have taken the refolution to fave myfelf." The judge 
took it that he meant he would fave his life by facrificing to 
the idols, and giving thanks to his gods, began to congratu- 
late and rejoice with Suetonius, one of his aifeflbrs, for their 
imaginary victory. But Nicander foon undeceived him, by 
crying out : * c God be thanked,*' and by praying aloud that 
God would deliver him from the dangers and temptations of the 
world. " How now," faid the governour, cc you but juft now 
" defired to live, and at prefent you afk to die." Nicander re- 
plied : cc I defire that life which is immortal, not the fleeting 
il life of this world. To you I willingly yield up my body : do 
" with it what you pleafe, I am a chriltian*" 46 And what are 
4t your fentiments^Marcian ?" faid the judge, addreiling him- 
felf to the other. He declared that they were the fame with 
thofe of his fellow prifbner. Maximus then gave orders that 
they fhould be both confined in the dungeon, where they lay 
twenty days. After which they were again brought before the 
governour, who afked them if they would at length obey the 
cdi&s of the emperours. Marcian anfwered : *« All you can 
" fay will never make us abandon our religion or deny God. 
u Wc behold him prefent by faith, and know whither he calls 
<c us. Do not, we befeech you, detain or retard us : but fend 
" us quickly to him that we may behold him that was crucified, 
u whom you flick not to bkifphcmc, but whom wc honour 

" and worfliip." The governour granted then rcquelt and cx- 

X ?c 3 cufing 
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cufing himfe'if by the neceflity he lay under of complying with 
his orders, condemned them both to lofe their heads. The 
martyrs expreffed their gratitude, and faid : " May peace be 
cc with you, O moll clement judge." They walked to the 
place of execution joyful, and prailing God as they went, Ni- 
cander was followed by his wife Daria, with his child whom 
Papinian, brother to the martyr St. Pificrates, carried in his 
arms. Marcian's wife, differing much from the former, and 
his other relations followed him, weeping and howling in excefs 
of grief. She in particular did all that in her lay to overcome 
his refolution, and for that purpofe often {hewed him his little 
child, the fruit of their marriage ; and continually pulled and 
be d him back, till he having rebuked her, defired Zoticus, a 
zealous Chnitian, to keep her behind. At the place of execu- 
tion he called for her, and embracing his fon and looking up 
to heaven, faid : " Lord, all-powerful God, take this child 
ct i r> t.o thy fpecial protection." Then with a check to his wife 
for her oaie cowardice,, he bad her go away in peace, becaufe 
fhe could not have the courage to fee him die. The wife of 
Nicander continued by his fide, exhorting him to conftancy and 
joy. " Be of good heart, my lord," faid fhe. " Ten years 
" have I lived at home from you, never ceafing to pray that I 
ic mio-ht fee you again. Now am 1 favoured with that com- 
<c fort, and I behold you going to glory, and myfelf made the; 
* c wife of a martyr. Give to God that teftimony you owe to 
* c his hoi v truth, that you may alfo deliver me from eternal: 
Cc death mining, that by his fufFerings and prayers he 
mio;ht obtain mercy for her. The executioner having bound 4 
their eyes with their handkerchiefs, ftruck off their heads on 
the feventcenth of June. Faith and grace made thefe martyrs 
triumph over all confidcrations of flcfh and blood. They diJ 
not abandon their orphan babes to whom they left the example 
of their heroick virtue, and whom they committed to the fpe- 
cial protection of their heavenly Father : We never lofe what 
we leave to obey the voice of God. 



On the fame D A V 

St. BoTui.ru, Abbot. SS. Bottilph. and Adulph were two 
noble Knglifli brothers who opened their eyes to the light oi iann 
in the iirit dawning of the day of the golpcl upon our anceito.s. 
Allonilhcd at the great truths which they had learned, and Ti- 
trated with the moil profound fentiments which religion hn}' 11 ^ 



they travelled into the Belgick Gaul there to find Ionic iclipi' 
houfes and fchools of virtue, which were then fcarce in hnpM*' 
Such was the progrefs of thefe holy men, that they loon w 
judged fit to be theinfelvei matters. Nor wat> it long before 
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was advanced to the bifhoprick of Maeftricht, which he adminiftered 
info holy a manner, that he is honoured in France among the faints 
on the feventeenth of June. St. Botulph returned to England to 
bring to his own country, the treafure he had found. Addreffing 
himfelf to king Ethelmund he begged fome barren fpot of ground 
to found a monaftery. The king gave him the wilderncfs of Ikan- 
ho, where he built an abbey, and taught the brethren whom he af- 
fembled there the rules of chriftian perfection, and the inftitutes of 
the holy fathers. He was beloved by ever)/ one, being humble, 
mild and affable. All his difcourfe was on things which tended to 
edification, and his example was ftill far more efficacious to inftil 
the true fpirit of every virtue. When he was opprefTed with any 
ficknefs, he never ceafed thanking and piamng God with holy Job. 
Thus he perfevered to a good old age. He was purified by a long 
illnefs before his happy death which happened in the lame year 
with that of St. Hilda 655. His monaftery having been deltroyed by 
the Danes, his relicks were part carried to the monalteiy of Ely, 
and part to that of Thorney. St. Edward the Confeffor afterwards 
bellowed fome portion of them on his own abbey of YVeflminlter., 
Few Englifh faints have been more honoured by our ancei!:ors. Four 
parilhes in London, and innumerable others throughout the coun- 
try bear his name. Botulph's town, now Bofton, in Lincolnshire, 
and Botulph's bridge, now Boalebridge in Huntingdonfhire, are fo 
called from him. Leland and Bale will have his monastery of I- 
kanho to have been in one of thoie two places. Others think it 
was towards SufTex : for Ethelmund feems to have been king of the 
South-Saxons. Thorney abbey was fituate in Cambridgeihire, and 
was one of thofe whofc abbots fat in parliament. It was founded 
in 972, in honour of St. Mary, and St. Botulph. In its church lay 
interred St. Botolph, St. Athulf, St. Huna, St Tancred, St. To- 
thred, St. Hereferth, St. Ciffa, St. Bennet, St. Tova or Towa, to 
whofe memory, a fair chapel called Thoueham, half a mile off, in 
the wood, was confecrated. — 'See Dr. Brown Willis, on m;tred Ab- 
beys, T. 1, p. 187. Capgrave, and Britannia fun6u. 
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JUNE 1 8. 

SS. MARCUS and MARCEL- 

LIANUS, MM. 

From the acts of Si. Scbafiian. See Tillcmont^ 7*. 4. Ban:;::. 

ad an. 286. ». 23. 

A. D. 286. 

T\/T R ^ U S and Marceliianus were twin brothers, of li 
J.VX illuftrious family in Rome, had been converted to the 
faith in their youth, and were honourably married. Diocieiliu 
afcended the imperial throne in 2845 foon after which the Hea- 
thens raifed tumultuary perfecutions, though this empercurhs: 
not yet publifhed any new edicts again!?: the church. Thefe 
30i art}* rs vrere thrown into prifon, and condemned by Chrcrr.s- 
tius lieutenant of the prefect of Rome, to be beheaded. The:: 
friends obtained a refpite of the execution for thirty cays, that 
they might prevail with them to comply with the judge, ar.: 
they were removed into the hcufe of Niccirratus the pubii:k 
regifter. Tranquillinus and Mania their am: free heathen pa- 
rents, in company with their fons own wives and their lirde 
babes at their breads, endeavoured to move them by the rr.::: 
tender intreaties and tears. St. Sebaitian, an cancer cf the era- 
perour's houfcold, coming to Rome icon after their ccmrah- 
ment, daily vifi:»d and encouraged them. The ::?ae c: the 
conferences was the happy conversion of the :V_her. mother ar.i 
wives, alfo of Nicotlratus, -and icon after of Chromatids, whs 
fet the faints at liberty, and abdicating the magistracy r::.':-:^ 
into the countrv. Marcus and Marcei]:anus were hid bv Ci> 
iulus a christian ciEcer cf the houfhold. in his apanmems ;n 
the palace ; but they were betrayed by an ape-rate named Tcr- 
quatus, and retaken. Fabian who had fucceeaed Chrcrr.ara*,- 
condemned them to be boan£ to two piUars with the:: :'ie: 
nailed to the fame. In this pcfture thev remained a cav sr.- - 
night, and on the following cay were frabbed with iar.c:. r > 

+£d buried in the Arenarium^ unce called their cemetery, tjro 



I 

* Tune ig. SS. 
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5 . - -ttiej between the Appian and Ardeatine roads. 

I All the ancient martyrologies mark their feftival on the ciga- 
la teenth of June. Virtue is often falfe, and in it the true metal 
I is not to be diftinguiflied from drofs until perfecution has 
I applied the touchftone, and proved the temper. We know 
I not what we are till we have been tried. It cofts nothing 
\ to fay we love God above all things, and to fhew the cou- 
l rage of mzrtyrB at a diftance from the danger : but that love 

; isluicere which has flood, the proof. 





JUNE 19. 

SS. GERVASIUS and PROTASIUS, 

MM. 



him St. Jmlrofe, Ep. 22. OL 54.. ad Marcellinam Sorer, of S. 
Aujiin de Civ* Dei^ h 22. c* 8. est L de Cur a pro mortuis^ c, 
17, c-f Csnf. L 9. c. 7. See TtiUemmt^ T. 2. p. 78. Orfu 

ST. Ambrofe calls thefe faints the proromartyrs of Milan. 
They feem to have futrered in the fir ft perfecution under 
Nero ? or at lateft under Domiidan, and are faid to have been 
:he lens of SS. Vital is and Valeria, both martyrs, the rlrft at 
Ravenna, the fecond at Milan. This latter city was the place 
which SS. Gervanus and Protafius rendered iiluftrious by their 
glorious martyrdom and miracles. St. Ambrofe afTures us, that 
ths divine grace prepared them a long time for their crown, by 
the good example which they gave, and by the conftancy with 
which they withftood the corruption of the world. He adds 
they were beheaded for the faith {a). They are faid to have 
been twin brothers. 

The faithful at Milan, in the fourth age, had loft the re- 
Eernbrance of thefe faints. Yet the martyrs had not ceafed 

(?) Ep. 22. ad Mar eel I. Scror. 

fa) The pretended le::er of thai father to hii filler, and is 
5- An/orofe to the bifhops of er-iverfaily rejected. See T:i ! z - 

r^cz.:, cote 2. p. 499. T. 12. 
and the Benedictine editors of S. 
Anibrcfe, T, 2, Append- p. 423. 



* : *-7» £?• 5 giving a particu- 
lar hiitory of the Lives and faf- 



•• :: "c: of thefe fa: a is, notoriosily 

t'^t*a;:ct5 ta^ Ks^uia? letter cf 
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to aflift that church in its necellities : and the difcovery of 
their relicks refcued it from the utmofl danger. The emprefs 
Juftina, widow of Valenlinian I. and mother of Valentinian 
the Younger, who then reigned, and refided at Milan, was a 
violent abettor of Arianifm, and ufed her utmoft efforts to 
expel St. Ambrofe. The Arians did not ftick to have recourfe 
to the moft horrible villainies and forgeries to compafs that 
point- In fo critical a conjuncture., our martyrs declared tfiem- 
felves the vifible protectors of that difcrefled church. St. J\u- 
flrin, both in his twenty- fecond book Of the city of God (2;, 
and in his ConfeJJions (3), fays, Xhat God revealed to St- Am- 
brofe by a vifion, in a dream, the place where their relicks 
lay. Paulinus, in his life of St. Ambrofe, fays, this was done 
by an apparition of the martyrs themfelves. The bifhop was 
going to dedicate a new church, the fame which was after- 
wards called the Ambrojian bajllick^ and now 6V. Ambrofe tk 
Great. The people defired him to do it with the fame fo 
lemnity as he had already confecrated another church in the 
•quarter near the gate that led to Rome, in honour of the holy 
apoftlcs, in which he had laid a portion of their relicks- He 
was at a lofs to find relicks for this fecond church. The bo- 
dies of SS. Gervafius and Protafius lay then unknown before 
the rails which enclofed the tomb of SS. Nabor and Felix, St. 
Ambrofe caufed this place to be dug up, and there found the 
bodies of two very big men, with their bones entire, and in 
their natural pofition ; but the heads feparated from their bo- 
dies, with a large quantity of blood, and all the marks which 
could be defircd to afcertain the relicks (b). 

A poflefled perfon who was brought to receive the impo- 
fition of hands, before he began to be exorcifed, was feized, 
and, in horrible convulfions, thrown down, by the evil fpirit, 
upon the tomb (4). The facred relicks were taken up whole, 
and laid on litters in their natural fituation, covered with or- 
naments, and conveyed to the baftlick of Fauftus, now cal- 
led SS. Vitalis and Agricola, near that of St. Nabor, which 
at prefent bears the name of St. Francis. They were cxpofed 
here two days, and an incredible concourfc of people watched 
the two nights in prayer. On the third day, which was the 
eighteenth of June, they were tranflatcd into the Amhrofun 
0 baiilick 



(2) C 8. (3) Conf. 1. 9. c. 7. (4) S. Ambr. Ep. 22. ad Sor, 

(b) When St Auftin fays the clear from St. Ambrofe ; not 

bodies were found entire, lie that the ilclh was uncorrupt, £ 

means only, that the bones were fomc have miibken bis 

not broken, mouldered or fcpa- ing. 

rated out of their places, at n 
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bafilick with the honour due to martyrs, and with the pub- 
lick rejoicings of the whole city. In the way happened 
the famous cure of a blind man named Severus, a citizen of 
Milan, well known to the whole town. He had been a but- 
cher, but was obliged, by the lofs of his fight, to lay afide 
his profefiion. Hearing of the difcovery of the relicks, he de- 
fired to be conducted to the place where they were paffing 
by, and upon touching the fringe of the ornaments with which 
they were covered, he that inftant perfectly recovered his fight 
in the prefence of an infinite multitude. This miracle is 
related by St. Ambrofe, St. Auftin, and Paulinus, who were 
all three then at Milan. Severus made a vow to be a fer- 
vant in the church of the faints ; that is, the Ambrofian ba- 
filick, where their relicks lay. St. Auftin, when he went 
from Milan, in 387, left him in that fervice (5), and he con- 
tinued in it when Paulinus wrote the life of St. Ambrofe, 
in 411. Many other lame and fick perfons were cured of 
divers diftempers by touching the (hrouds which covered the 
relicks, or linen cloths which had been thrown upon them. 
Devils alfo, in pofle/Ted perfons, confelTed the glory of the 
martyrs, and declared they were not able to bear the torments 
which they fuffered in the prefence- of the bodies of the faints. 
All this is attefted by St. Ambrofe, in his letter to his fifter, in 
which he has inferted the fermon which he preached in the 
Ambrofian bafilick when the relicks arrived there. Two 
days after, he depofited them in the vault under the altar on 
the right hand. St. Ambrofe adds, that the blood found in 
their tomb was likewife an inftrument of many miracles. We 
find the relicks of thcfe faints afterwards difperfed in feveral 
churches, chiefly this blood, which was gathered and mixed 
with a pafte, as St. Gaudcntius fays (6). Alfo linen cloths 
dipped in this blood were diftributcd in many places, as St. 
Gregory of Tours relates (7). St. Auftin mentions a church 
in their honour in his diocefe of Hippo, where many miracles 
were wrought, and relates one that was very remarkable (8). 
He preached his 286th fermon on their fcftival in Africa, 
where we find it marked in the old African calendar on the 
nineteenth of June, on which day it was obferveel over all 
the Weft ; and with great folemnity at Milan, and in many 
diocefes and parifh churches, of which thcfe martyrs are the 
titular faints. St. Ambrofe obferves, that the Arians at Mi- 
h", by denying the miracles of thcfe martyrs, (hewed they 
had a different faith from that of the martyrs -> otherwise they 

would 



, (?) S. Aug. Serin. 286. (6) S. Gaud. Serm. 17. (7) D<r 
&1qi\ Mart. c. 47. (8) L. za, dc Civ. JDei, c. S. 
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•would not have been jealous of their miracles : but this faith* 
as he fays, is confirmed by the tradition of ouranceftors, which 
the devils are forced to confefs* but which the hereticks 
deny. 

On the fame Day 



St- Boniface, of the Order of Camaldoli, Archbifhop 3 Apoftle 
of Ruflia and Martyr. Bruno, called alfo Boniface, wa& by ex- 
traction a nobleman of the firft rank in Saxon/, and agreeable to 
his high birth was his education in the ftudy of the liberal arts, 
under Guido the philofopher, and other great m afters. From the 
very cradle, piety was the predominant inclination of his heart, 
and he received very young the clerical tonfure. The emperour 
Otho III. called him to his court, and appointed him his chaplain, 
with the fuperintendency and care of the imperial chapel. So 
much was this prince taken with the virtue of the young faint, and 
with the fweetnefs of his difpofition, that he placed in him an en- 
tire confidence, could not forbear publickly testifying on every cc- 
cafion his tender affeclion and efteem for him, and ufually called 
him his foul. Boniface was not at all puffed up with his favour, 
and armed himfelf againft the fmiles of profperity by the conftant 
practice of felf-denial, and by the molt profound humility. Seeing 
himfelf furrounded with vanities and delights, he was fenfible that 
he Mood in need of the ftronger antidotes to prefer ve himfelf from 
their dangerous poifon. His tender devotion, and his affection for 
holy prayer, efpecially for the publick fervice of the church, are 
not to be exprefled. And by his watchfulnefs and fervour he 
found his fan cvtifi cation in the very place where fo many others lofe 
their virtue. One day as the faint was going into a church de- 
dicated to St. Boniface the bifhop of Mentz, and martyr, he felt 
his heart fuddenly inflamed with an ardent defire to lay down his 
life for Chrift, and, in a pious tranfport, he faid to himfelf : " Am 
*' not I alfo called Boniface ? why may not I be a martyr of Je- 
fus Chrift as he was, whofe intcrceffion is implored in this 
place.'" From that time he never ceafed Ughing after the glory 
of fhedding his blood for Him who redeemed us by his moft pre- 
cious death. St. Romuald coming to the emperour" s court in 99S, 
Boniface charmed with his faintly deportment, begged to be ad- 
mitted into his Order, and received the habit. It was with d» 
greatcft regret, that the emperour law him quit his court, but he 
thought he could not oppofe his holy refolution, left by fo do- 
ing he mould incur the divine difpleafure, 

"Boniface inherited the fpirit, and all the admirable virtues of the 
great St. Komuald. He who had been accuflomed to fleep on Toft 
beds, to wear rich garments of fill:, and to cat at the table of an env 
pcrour to whom he was moll dear ; he who had long ft*cn hnn- 
ielf environed with the pomp and fplcndour of the world, and had 
been the full and the moll favoured of the courtiers, and of all 
the princes of the empire j contented himfelf with one poor coarte 

fea|>ir, walked barefoot, knew no other food than infipjd roots ana 
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pulfe, worked with his hands, earned his bread with the fv/eat of 
his brow led a retired life, lay on draw or boards, and often* 
after having worked all day., palled the whole, or the greateft part 
of the night in prayer. He often eat only twice a week, on Sun- 
days and Thurfdays, and fometimes rolled himfclf among nettles 
and thorns ; fo that no part of his body was without wounds and 
pain, to punifli his flefh for what he called a neglect of penance 
and mortification in his youth. He with David continually beg- 
ged of God, that by his grace he would confirm him in the good 
purpofe which he had begun in his foul, and he marched a giant's 
pace in the road of perfection. Having (pent fome years, fo-ft at 
Mount Caflino, afterwards under the direction of St. RomuaicL, 
at Pirsum near Ravenna, and laftly in an eremitical life, he ob- 
tained hi' fuperiour's leave to go and preach the gofpel to the in- 
fidels. He therefore went to Rome barefoot, iinging pfalms all 
the way, and allowing himfelf no other fuftenance than half a 
pound of bread a day, with water, and on Sundays and holydays, 
a fmall quantity of roots or fruit, When he was arrived at Rome fl 
pope John XVIII. approved his defign 3 gave him all neceilary 
faculties, and obliged him to accept a brief, directing that he 
/hould be ordained archbilhop fo foon as he mould open his mif- 
iion. Boniface offered himfelf to God as a victim ready to be 
facrificed for the falvation of his brethren : and in thefe fervent 
fentiments travelled into Germany in the depth of a fevere winter* 
He on that ©ccafion fometimes made ufe of a horfe, but always 
sode or walked barefoot, and it was often neceiTary to thaw hi?, 
feet with warm water before he could draw them ou: of the ftir* 
nips in which they were frozen. 

The faint went to Merlbourg to fue for the protection of St 9 
Henry II. emperour of Germany ; which having readily obtained, 
he was confecrated biftiop by Taymont arch bi mop of Magde« 
kourg, who conferred on him the pall which Boniface himfelf had 
brought from Rome. The holy miflionary notwithstanding the 
fatigues of his millions continued his fevere fads and wacchings* 
and devoted all his time on his journeys to prayer, efpecially to the 
reciting of the pfalms, in which he found great fweetnefs and de- 
light. His defire to refcue fools from the blindnefs of fin and 
idolatry feemed infatiabie ; and the lavage inhabitants of Pruflia 
appearing to be the fiercclt and molt obitinate in their malice, he 
made them the firfl objects of his zeal. Boleflas, duke of Poland* 
and many great lords, made him rich pivjfents ; all which he gav$ 
to the churches, and to the poor, refer ving nothing for himfelf. 
He would have only heaven for the recom pence of his labours: 
every thing elfc appeared unworthy of his minillry, and too much 
beneath wfiat he hoped : he ev<*i feared that it might diminiih his 
eternal reward, or infect his heart. It was in the 12th year after 
his convcriion from the world, that he entered Pruiiia. Lhu the 
time of the vi/it of the Lord was not yet conic for the iuolater« 
°t chat country. Boniface defned at lealt to die a martyr among 
wieni ; but they remembei ing that the ntartyrdom arc! fuMeipicuB 
Miracles of Si, /UlalbtiC oi Prague had been an inducement to 

" many 
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many to embrace the faith, refufed him the wifhed for happinefs 
of fealing his love for Chrift with his blood. Boniface, bein? 
thus repulfed, left Pruflia, and advancing to the borders of Ruffia^ 
on the other fide of Poland, began there with great zeal to an. 
nounce the gofpel (a). 

The Ruffians at that time were all barbarous idolaters, and had 
abated nothing of their ancient ferocity, when St. Boniface un- 
dertook to plant the gofpel among them. They fent him 
an order to leave their territories, and forbad him to preach the 
faith in their dominions. The faint paid no regard to this pro- 
hibition, and as he advanced into the country, the king of a 
fmall province was defirous to hear him, But when he faw him 
barefoot, and meanly clad, he treated him with contempt, and 
would not hear him fpeak. The holy bifhop withdrew, and hav- 
ing put or* a plain fuit of clothes which he carried with him to 
fay mufs in, returned to the court. The king told him he would 
believe in Chrifl, if he could fee him walk through a great fire 
without receiving any hurt. The faint, by a divine infpiration, 
undertook to perform the miracle in prefence of the king, who 
feeing him miraculoufly preferved amidft the flames, defired to be 
inftru&ed in the faith, and was baptized with many others. 
The barbarians were alarmed at this progrefs of the gofpel, and 
threatened the faint if he proceeded farther into their country. 
But words could not daunt him, who thirfted after nothing more 
earnefily than the glory of martyrdom. The infidels foon after 
feized and beheaded him, with eighteen companions in the year 
a 009, The Roman martyrology propofes him to our veneration 
on this day, and again under the name of Bruno on the 15th of 
October, probably on account of fome tranflation.— -See his life 
in Mabillon Adfc. Ord. S. Bened Ssec. 6. p. 79. 

St. 



(a) The Rum, or Rutheni, de- 
rived their pedigree from the 
Roxolani mentioned by Strabo, 
Mela, and Pliny : by whom we 
arc informed that they were the 
moil northern people of Euro- 
pean Scythia that were known 
to the Romans, being fituated 
beyond the Boryflhcnes at the 
back of the Getai, whom the Ro- 
mans called Daci. Their ter- 
ritory lay well to the Alani, and 
their name feems originally to 
have been Roxi or Rom Alani. 
The word RoiTcia in the Ruflian 
language fignifies a fcattering or 
difperfion, and this people were 
called Rufli.lvcaufethey lived dif- 
fer fed in the fields and woods, 

often changing their habitationi 



like their neighbours the Noma- 
des, and the wandering Tartars 
at this day. Whence ProcopiuJ, 
(1. 3. de Bello Gothico, c. 14.) 
by tranflating their name into 
Greek, calls them Spori, or feat- 
tered. See the etymology clear- 
ly proved by Herberiteinius in 
Comment, rerum Mufcovit. by 
Hoffman, in Lexic. and by Joi. 
AflemaniOr/g/f/. Sc/aiorum, c. 3. 
p. *22, The name Roxolani was 
foftencd into Ruffi and Ruthciu 
by the writers of the ninth and 
tenth centuries : for fo they arc 
called by Luitprand, bifhop <>* 
Cremona, 111968, by the annals 
of St. Benin, and by the recks, 
Nicetas, in the life of Sc. Igna- 

nut, Simeon Mctaphrallei «| i«» 



I 
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St. Juliana Falconieri, V. The illuftrious family of Falco- 
nieri in Italy received great honour from the fancliry of this holy 
virgin. Her father Charififimus Falconieri, and his pious lady Ro- 
^uarckta were both advanced in years, and feemed to have loft all 
hopes of" iiTue, when in 1270, they were wonderfully blefted with 
the birth of our faint. Devoting themfelves afterwards folely to 
die exercifes of religion, they built and founded at their own ex- 
pence the ftately church of the Annunciation of our Lady in Flo- 
rence, which for riches and the elegance of the ftrufmre may at this 
day, be ranked among the wonders of the world. B. Alexius Fal- 
conier;, the only brother of Charilfimus, and uncle of our faint, 
was, with St. Philip-Beniti, one of the feven firft propagators and 
miliars of the order of Servites, or perfons devoted to the fervice of 
God under the fpecial patronage of the Virgin Mary. Jtiliana in 
her infancy feemed almoft to anticipate the ordinary courfe of na- 
ture in the ufe of reafon by her early piety ; and the firft words 
fhe learned to pronounce were the iacred names, Jefu Maria* 
Fervent prayer and mortification chiefly took up her attention at an 
age which feems ufually fcarce capable of any thing ferious. Such 
was her angelical modefty, that fhe never durft lift up her eyes to 
look any man in the face : and fo great was her hororur of fin that 
the very name of it made her almoft: fall into a fwoon. 

In. the fifteenth year of her age, defpifing whatever feemed not 
conducive to virtue, fhe bid adieu to all worldly thoughts and plea- 
fares, renounced her great eftate and fortune, and the better to leek 
the ineftimahle jewel of the gofpei, fhe confecrated her virginity to 
God, and received from the hands of St. Philip Beniti the religi- 
ous veil of the Mantellatss. The religious men among the Ser- 
vices, are called the firft Order. St. Philip Beniti confti luted his fe- 
cond Order, which is that of the nuns, in favour of certain devout 
ladies. The Mantellats, are a third Order of the Servites, and 
take their name from a particular kind of fliort fleevcs which they 
wear, as fitteft for their work. They were inftitutcd to ferve the 
fick, and for other offices of chanty, and in the beginning were not 
obliged to ftricl inclofure. Of this third Order St. Juliana was, under 
the direction of St. Philip, the firft plant , and as ihe grew up, the 
great reputation of her prudence and lanctity drawing to her 
many devout ladies, who dc fired to follow the fame inftitutc, 
file was obliged to accept the charge of priorufi*. Though flic was 
the fpiritnal mother of the reft, ihe made it her delight and ft tidy 
to ferve all her fillers. She often fpent whoic days in prayer, and 
frequently received great heavenly favours. She never Jet flip any 
opportunity of performing- oflices of charity towards her neighbour, 
cfpecially of reconciling enemies, reclaiming iinners, and ierving 

Chronicon, and the continuator of the Greek church, as the 

of Theophanc;;. At this day Muscovites, and certain province! 

•'ill thofe nations arc called Rul- fuhjecl to Poland ; fomc of 

li in:;, wiii eh ufe the Sclavonian, which aic crttholicks, nndotheiri 



M01 the Greek tongue in the adhere to the Greek fuhifni. 
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the fick. She fucked the moft naufeous ulcers of fcorbutick pati- 
ents and lepers ; by which means the fores are cleanfed without the 
knife, or painful prelTure of the furgeon's hand, and a cure ren- 
dered more eafy. By an imitation of this mortification and charity 
do many pious religious perfons, who attend the hofpitals cf the 
poor, gain an heroick vidtory over themfelves. St. Juliana p'a&ifed 
incredible aufterities. In her old age fhe was afflicted with various 
painful diflernpers, which fhe bore with inexpreffible chearfulneft 
and joy. One thing afflicted her in her laft iicknefs, that fhe wae 
deprived of the comfort and happinefs of uniting her foul with her 
divine fpoufe in the facrament of the altar, which Ihe was not able 
to receive by reafbn that her ftomach, by continually vomiting, 
could not retain any food. The facred hoft, however, was brought 
into her cell, and there fuddenly difappeared out of the hands of 
the prieft. After her death the figure of the hoft was found im- 
printed on the left fide of her bread : by which prodigy it was 
judged that Chrift had miraculoufly fatisfied her languifhing holy 
defxre. She died in her convent at Florence in the year 1340, of 
her age 70. Miracles have been frequendy effected through her 
intercefiion, among which feveral have been juridically proved. 
Pope Benedict XIII. enrolled her name among the blefled in 1729. 
His fucceiTour Clement XII. put the laft hand to her canonization. 
Her order is propagated in Italy and Auftria. — See Bonanni's hi- 
liory of the founders of religious orders, T. 2. Giani, in her life, 
*nd Papebroch on this day. 

St. Die or Deodatus, bifhop of Nevers, and abbot of Jointures. 
This faint was nobly bom in the weft of France, and endued with 
eminent gifts hoth of nature and grace. In 655, he was placed 
in the epilcopal chair of Nevers. He fulfilled all the duties of the 
paftoral charge with great fear and trembling till, in 664, he re- 
tigned his dignity, and having recommended to his clergy the 
choice of a fucccflbur, retired into the deferts, and there led an ere- 
xnetical life. In 661, Hun, lord of the Val de Galilee near mount 
Vofge, bellowed on him that territory, and his donation was con- 
firmed by Childeric II. king of Auftrafia. Upon this fpot St. 
Die founded this monaftery of Jointures, which he put under the 
rule of St. Columban, though this was afterwards exchanged for 
that of St. Bennct. Dreading the charge of others, he continued 
Ilill to live in a neighbouring little cell, dedicated to St. Martin 



(a) A little before this time 
St. Gondebcrt bifliop of Sens, 
had abdicated his biihoprick, 
and founded the abbey of Se~ 
nones, three leagues from Join- 
tures, where he died in 675. 
And in 671, St. Hidulphus 
having refigned the archbi- 

Ihoprkk of Triers, founded the 



abbey of Moien-Mouftier ; in 
the middle between thofe ot 
Jointures, Eflival, Scnones and 
BodomMunfter. This Ialt ab- 
bey, called alfo St. Saviour's, 
was founded by the bifliop of 
Toil], in whofe diocefe all tlmfc 

moiiiiilcriw were creeled. 
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St. Die gave up his foul to God in the arms of St. Hidulphus, on 

the nineteenth of June in 679, or 680. A town called St. Diei, 
role about his monaftery, and this abbey has been fince converted 
into a collegiate church. See Mabillon, Sa?c. 3. Bened. and Bulteau. 
1. 3. c. 34. 



JUNE 20. 

St. SILVERIUS, Pope, 3VL 

From Liber at us in Brcviar. c. 22. Cone. T". 5, p. 775. Afar- 
cettinus in Chron. ad an. 536. Anaftafius in Potitif. Cbnt* 

A. D. 538. 

SILVER IUS was fern of pope Hormifdas, who had been 
engaged in wedlock before he entered the miniftry. Upon 
the death of St. Agapetus, after a vacancy of forty feven days* 
Silverius, being then fubdeacon, was chofen pope, and ordained 
on the 8th of June 536, Theodatus the Goth being king of Italy. 
Theodorick had bequeathed that kingdom to his grandfon 
Athalarick, under the tuition of his mother Amalafunta, a moft 
wife and learned princefs. Athalarick died in 534, after a 
reign of eight years : when Amalafunta called Theodatus, a 
nephew of her father Theodorick by a lifter, to the throne ; 
but the ungrateful king, jealous of his power, caufed her to 
be confined in an ifland in the lake of Bolfena, and there 
itrangled in a bath. The {hocking barbarity of this action* 
encouraged the emperour Juftinian to attempt the redu&ion of 
Italy. Bclifarius, his general, had been fuccefsful in all his 
wars, again ft rebels at home, the Pcriians in the l£aft, and 
Gelimcr the Vandal in Afiica whom he had brought prifoner 
to Conftantinople in 534 ; by which viclory he extinguiihed 
the puiflant kingdom of the Vandals, and re- united Africa to 
the empire, after it had been feparatcd above one hundred 
years. By the cmperour's order, in 535, being then conful, he 
marched with hu victorious army again 11 Italy. He that year 
made himfelf matter of Sicily ; and paflin<>; thence into Italy 
iu 536, took Naples. Upon which the Goths depofed Thco- 
tlatiis, and railed Vitigcs, an experienced officer, to the throne 
The fenate and people of Rome, at the pcrfualion of pope 
Silverius, opened the city to the imperial ills, who entered by 
Voi. J I, Y y the 
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the Afinarian gate, whilft the Gothick garrifon retired by the 
FJaminian towards Ravenna, where Vitiges had fhut himfelf 

up (a). 

Theodora, the emprefs, a violent and crafty woman, feeing 
Tuflinian now matter of Rome, refolvcd to make ufe of that 
opportunity to promote the ic6l of the Acephali, or moft rigid 
Eutychians, who rejected the council of Chalcedon, and alfo 
the Henottcon of Zeno which Pctrus Mongus, the Eutychian 
patriarch of Alexandria, had received, endeavouring in ibme 
decree to qualify that herefy. Anthimus, patriarch of Con- 
ftantinoplc, was violently fufpccled of abetting the Acephali, 
and by the credit of the emprefs had been tranflated, againft 
the canons, from the fee of Trapczus or Xrebifond, to that 
of the imperial city. When pope Agapetus came to Con- 
ftantinople in 536, he refufed to communicate with Anthi- 
mus, becaufe he could never be brought to own, in plain 
terms, two natures in Chrift. Whereupon he was banifhed 
by Juftinian ; and St. Mennas, an orthodox holy man was or- 
dained bifhop of Conftantinople by pope Agapetus himfelf, 
who by a circular letter notified that, " The heretical bifhop 
tc had been depofed by the apoftolick authority, with the con- 
* € currence and aid of the nioft religious emperour." This 
affair gave the emprefs great uneafinefs, and fhe never ceafed 
ltudying fome method of recalling Anthimus, till the taking 
of Rome offered her a favourable opportunity of attempting to 
execute her defign. Silverius being then in her power, fhe endea- 
voured to win him over to her intereft, and wrote to him, re- 
quiring that he would acknowledge Anthimus lawful bifhop, 
or repair in pcrfon to Conftantinople, and re-examine 



{a) It cofl: Belifarius two years 
more before he took that unfor- 
tunate prir.ee in Ravenna, and 
carried him to Conilaiuinople. 
After which the Goths having 
chofen Kvatick, and afterwards 
Totila, kin^s, under this hitter, 
they retook and plundered Rome 
twice, and recovered all lower 
Italy and Sicily ; till Narl'er, fuc- 
ceflbur to L'elif: lriu.s, /lew To- 
til a in "^2, and jut an end to 
the Got hick: kingdom in Italy. 
Jjclifariii.i beinv recalled into the 
Kali, and feni apainll the !'< r- 

fiaiis and IJunn^ uai at length 



accufed of having been privy to 

a confpiracy againlt Jnftinian in 
563, and loll his cftatcs and ho- 
nours ( as Thcnphanos and Co- 
dreims tcllify : but the fame au- 
thors add, that he iccovuicd 
them again, and C'cdr^nus telh 
iij that he died in pc.icc in $( 
That Ins eye^ were plucked our, 
and In: reduced to bfg hhs bread 
in the ilreets of Coniiantinopk', 
iayiijo, Ci-vr a fat thing to jo"'' 1 
lii h hit ins , i:> a liory founded on 
no better authority than thai oi 
John 'iV.et-jes, a Greek po.l ia 
the J~ih ccnliuy. 
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his caufe on the /pot. The good pope was fenfible how dan- 
gerous a thing it was to oppofe the favourite project of an 
emprefs of her violent temper, and faid with a figh in read- 
ing her letter, that this affair would, in the end, coft him his 
life. However, he without the leaft hefitation or delay, re- 
turned her a ftiort anfwer, by which he peremptorily gave 
her to underftandy that fhe muft not flatter hcrfelf he either 
could or would come into her unjuft meafures, and betray the 
cauie of the catholick faith. The cmprefs faw from the 
( firm nefs of his anfwer, that fhe could never expect from him 
I any thing favourable to her impious defigns, and from that 
I moment refolved to compafs his depofition. Vigil i us, arch- 
j deacon of the Roman church, a man of addrefs, was then 
I at Constantinople ; whither he had attended the late pope 
: Agapetus. To him the emprefs made her application, and 
; finding him taken by the bait of ambition, promifed to make 
[ him pope, and to beftow on him feven hundred pieces 
I of gold, provided he would engage hinifelf to condemn the 
j council of Chalcedon, and receive to communion the three 
! depofed Eutychian patriarchs, Anthimus of Conftantinople. 
1 Severus of Antioch, and Theodofius of Alexandria. The un- 
j happy Vigilius having affented to thefe conditions, the em- 
1 prefs fent him to Rome, charged with a letter to Bclifarius.. 
I commanding him to drive out Silverius, and to contrive the 
i election of Vigilius to the pontificate. Belifarius was at lirft 
I unwilling to have any hand in fo unjuft a proceeding, bur 
; after fhe wing fome reluctancy, he had the wcaknefs to fay : 

• " The emprefs commands, I muft therefore obey. He who 

• " fecks the ruin of Silverius {hall anfwer for it at the laffc 
; li day ; not I (2)." Vigilius urged the general, on one fide, 
i to execute the project, and his wife Antonina on the other, 
; flie being the greaccft confident of the emprefs, and having 
! no Icfs an afcendant over her hufband than Theodora had 

over Juftinian. 

The more eafily to m ike this project to bear, the enemies of 
the good pope had recourfe to a new ftratagem, and impeached 
him for high troatbn. Vitigcs the Goth rcuirned fiom Raven - 
na in 537, with an army of 150,000 men, and inverted the 
city <>f Rome. The ficgc lafted a year and nine days, during 
which both Goths and Romans performed prodigies of valour ; 
but the latter defeated all the attempts and lluit.tgcins of the 
h:ul>arians, and in the end obliged ijiem to retire. Tlie pope 
Was ace u fed of corrcf ponding during the liege with the enemy,, 
•<nd a letter was produced, which was pieundcd to have bee;. 

V y 2 wnt* 
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written by him to the king of the Goths, inviting him into the 
city, and promifing to open the gates to him. Belifarius faw 
evidently this to be a bare-faced calumny, and difcovered 
the perfons who had forged the faid letter, namely Marcus a 
lawyer, and Julianus, a foldier of the guards, who had been 
both fuborned by the pope's enemies. The general therefore 
dropt this charge of treafon, but intreated the pope to comply 
with the will of the emprefs, alluring him he had no other 
means of avoiding the lofs of his fee, and the utmoft calami- 
ties, Silverius always declared, that he could never condemn 
the council of Chalcedon, nor receive the Acephali to his com* 
munion. Upon leaving the general's houfe he fled for fandlu- 
ary to the bafilick of the martyr St. Sabina : but a few days 
after, by an artful ftratagem of Belifarius, was drawn thence, 
and fummoned to repair to the Pincian palace where the gene- 
ral reftded during the fiege. He was admitted alone, and his 
clergy whom he left at the door, faw him no more. Antonina 
received him fitting upon her bed, whilft Belifarius was feated 
at her feet ; fhe loaded him with reproaches, and immediately 
a fubdeacon tore the pall off his moulders. He was then car- 
ried into another room, ftripped of all his pontifical ornaments, 
and clothed with the habit of a monk. After this it was pro- 
claimed that the pope was depofed, and become a monk. Be- 
lifarius the next day caufed Vigilius to be chofen pope, and he 
was ordained on the twenty-fecond of November 537. In the 
mean time Silverius was conducted into banifhment to Patara 
in Lycia. The biftiop of that city received the iiluftrious ex- 
ile, with all pofllble marks of honour and refpect ; and think- 
ing himfelf bound to undertake his defence, foon after the 
pope's arrival repaired to Conftantinople, and having obtained 
a private audience, fpoke boldly to the emperour, terrifying 
him with the threats of the divine judgments for the expulfion ol 
a biftiop of fo great a fee, telling him, cc There are many 
*• kings in the world, but there is only one pope over the 
♦ f church of the whole world." {b ) It muft be obferved that 
thefe were the words of an oriental bifhop, and a clear contel- 
fion of the fupremacy of the Roman fee. JufHnian, who had 
not been fufnciciuly apprifed ot the matter, appeared itartlcd at 
the atrocity of the proceedings, and gave orders that Silverius 
fhould be lent hack to Rome, and in caie he was not convicted 
of the treafonable intelligence with the Goths, that he fhould 
be reftored to his fee; but if found guilty, fhould be removal 

to fume other fee, JJelifarius and Vigilius were uneafy at thu 

news 

(h) Multos effe dkem in hoc mundo rtyeu ct nan utium /hut tile urn 1 

eft pal a fupu eultjiam totius mutuli. JLibcrutvU in IJreviai . e. 2Z. {' 

/ / S- 
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news, and forefeeing that if the order of the emperour was 
carried into execution, the confequence would neceiTarily be 
the reftoration of Silverius to his dignity, they contrived to pre- 
vent it, and the pope was intercepted in his road towards Rome- 
His enemies faw themfelvcs again matters of his perfon, and 
Antonina refolving at any rate to gratify the emprefs, prevailed 
with Belifarius to deliver up the pope to Vigilius with full 
power to fecure him as he mould think fit. The ambitious 
rival put him into the hands of two of his officers, called the 
defenders of the church, who conveyed him into the 
little inhofpitable ifland of Palmaria, now called Palmeruelo, 
over ao-ainif. Terracina. and near two other abandoned de- 
fert iflands, the one called Pontia, now Ponza, and the o- 
ther Pandataria, now VentoTicne. In this place Silverius died 
in a fhort time of hard ufage ; Lviberatus from hearfay, tells 
us, of hunger ; but Procopius a living witnefs, fays, he 
was murdered, at the instigation of Antonina, by one Eu- 
genia, a woman devoted to their fcrvice. The death of pope 
Silverius happened on the twentieth of June 538. Vigilius was 
an ambitious intruder and a fchifmatick fo long as St. Silverius 
lived ; but after his death became lawful pope by the ratifica- 
tion or con fen t of the Roman church, and from that time re- 
nounced the errours and commerce of the hereticks. He af- 
terwards fuffered much for his ftedfaft adherence to the truth 1 
and though he entered as a mercenary and a wolf, he became 
the fupport of the orthodox faith. The providence of God in 
the protection of his church never appears more vifible than 
when he fuffers tyrants, or fcandals fcemingly almoft to over- 
whelm it. Then does he moff. miraculoufly interpole in its de- 
fence, to fhew that nothing can make void his promifes. 




JUNE 21. 

St. A L O Y S I U S or LEWIS 

G O N Z A G A, C. Soc. I. 

From his life written in the mo/l authentic!* manner by F, Ceparlus*, 
his majicr of no-vices. See aljo other memoirs collected by jf Win- 
ning the Bollandijl, jfunij y T. 4. />. 847, and his life in 
French by F. Orleans. 

A. I). 1591. 

AL OYSI U S G O N Z A G A was Ion of Ferdi- 
nand Goiv//aga, prince of the holy empire, and marquis 

ol CuHigUoncj removed in the third degree of kindred from 

Y y 3 the 
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the duke of Mantua. His mother was Martha Tana Santena 
daughter of Tanus Santena, lord of Chery in Piemont. She 
was lady of honour to Ifabel, the wife of Philip II. of Spain, 
in whofe court the marquis Gonzaga alfo lived in great favour. 
When (he unuerftood this nobleman had afked her in marriage 
both of the king and queen, and of her friends in Italy, being . 
a lady of remarkable piety, Ihe fpent her time in fafting and 
prayer, in order to learn the will of heaven, and to draw down 
upon herfelf the divine blcfling. The marriage was folemnifed 
in the moft devout manner, the parties at the fame time per- 
iorming their devotions for the jubilee- When they left the 
court, and returned into Italy, the marquis was declared cham- 
berlain to his majefty, and general of part of the army in Lorn- 
hardy, with a grant of ieveral eftates. The marchionefs made 
it her earneft petition to God that he would blefs her with a 
fbn who mould devote himfelf entirely to his love and fervice. 
Our faint was born in the caflle of Caftiglione, in the diocefe 
of Brefcia, on the ninth of March 1568. William, duke of 
Mantua, flood god-father, and gave him the name of Aloyfius. 
The holy names of Jems and Mary, with the iign of the crofs 
and part of the catcchifm were the firft words which his devout 
mother taught him, as foon as he was able to fpeak : and 
from her example and repeated inftrudtions the deepeft fenti- 
ments of religion, and the fear of God were imprefled upon 
his tender foul. Even in his infancy he (hewed an extraordi- 
nary tendernefs for the poor j and fuch was his devotion that he 
frequently hid himfelf in corners where atter long fearch he was 
always found at his prayers, in which fo amiable was his piety, 
and fo heavenly did his recollection appear, that he fecmed to 
refemble an ano:el clothed with a human body. His father de- 
figning to train him up to the army, in order to give him an 
inclination to that irate, furnifhed him with little guns, a.ul 
other weapons, took him to Cafal to ihew him a mufler oi 
3000 Italian foot, and was much delighted to fee him carry :i 
little pike, and walk hefore the ranks. The child flaid there 
ionic months, ilurinir which time he learned from the officer, 
certain unbecoming; words, the meaning of which he did not 
undedland,, not beincr then feven years old. Jhit Ins tutor 
hearing him ufe bad words, chid him for it, and from that 
lime he could never* bear the company of any perfons who in 
his hearing ever profaned the holy name of God. This offence, 
though cxcufable by his want of aire and knowledge, was to 
him, during his whole Hie a fubject of perpetual humiliation, 
and he never ecafed to bewail, and accule himfell of it with 
cxticme confuhon and compunction. .Entering the fevenih 

year of his ;*£e he btgan to conceive greater feniimeiUu of piety. 
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and from that time he ufed to date his converfion to God. At 
that age being corne back to Caftiglione, he began to recite 
every day the office of our Lady, the feven penitential pfaims, 
and other prayers, which he always faid on his knees, and with- 
out a cufhion : a cuftom which he obferved all his life. Car- 
dinal Bellarmine, three other confeflors, and all who were heft 
acquainted with his interiour, declared after his death, their 
firm perfuafion that he had never offended God mortally in his 
whole life. He was lick of an ngue at Caftiglione eighteen 
months; yet never omitted his tail: of daily prayers, though 
he fometimes defired fome of his fervants to recite them with 
him. 

When he was recovered, being now eight years old, his fa- 
ther placed him, and his younger brother Ralph, in the polite 
court of his good friend Francis of Medicis, grand duke of 
Tufcany, that they might learn the Latin and Tufcan languages, 
and other exercifes fuitable to their rank. At Florence the 
faint made fuch progrefs in the fciencc of the faints that he af- 
terwards ufed to call that city the mother of his piety. His 
devotion to the blefled Virgin was much inflamed by reading a 
little book of Gafpar Loartes on the myfteries of the Rofary. 
He at the fame time conceived a great eftecm for the virtue of 
holy chaftity 3 and he received of God fo perfect: a gift of the 
fame, that in his whole life he never felt the lead temptation 
either in mind or body againft purity, as Jerom Platus and car- 
dinal Bellarmine allure us from his own mouth. He cultivated 
this extraordinary grace by aiTiduous prayer, univerfal mortifi- 
cation, and the molt watchful flight of all occafions ; being 
well apprifed that this virtue is fo infinitely tender, that it fades 
and dies, if blown upon by the leaft vapour ; and that it is 
a bright and clear mirrour which is tarnifhed with the Jcaft 
breath, and even by the light. He never looked at any woman, 
kept his eyes ftriclly guarded, and generally call down, would 
never flay with his mother alone in her chamber ; and if me 
lent any mcflagc to him by fome lady in her company, he re- 
ceived it, ami gave his anfwer in a few words, with his eyes 
fhur, and his chamber-door only half open : and when banter- 
ed on that feore, he afcrihed fuch behaviour to his balhfulnefs. 
it was owing to his virginal mod city, that he did not know by 
their faces many ladies among his own relations with whom lie 
had frequently convcrfed, and that he was afraid and afhamcd 
to let a footman fee fo much as his loot uncovered. J Jut hu- 
mility, which is the mother of all virtues, was in our faint the 
guardian of his purity. He never fpoktt to his fervants by way of 
command, but with fuch modefiy, that they were aihamed not: 

to obey. He would' only fay to them ; " Pray, difnatch this or 

Y y 4 " that 
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<c that: You may do this or, "If it be no trouble you may 
46 do this or that;" No novice could practice a more exa£l and 
ready obedience than Aloyfius fet an example of towards all his 
fuperiours, efpecially Francis Tuccius, whom his father had ap- 
pointed tutor to his Ions, and governour of their family at 
Florence, 

The two young princes had ftaid there a little more than two 
years, when their father removed them to Mantua, and placed 
them in the court of the duke William Gonzaga, who had 
made him governour of Montferrat. Aloyfius left Florence in 
November 15 79, when he was eleven years and eight months old. 
He at that time took a refolution to refign to his brother Ralph 
his title to the marquifate of Cafliglione, though he had already 
received the invefliture from the emperour. And the ambitious 
or covetous man is not more greedy of honours or riches, than 
this young prince from a better principle appeared defirous to 
ice himfelf totally difengaged from the ties of the world, by en- 
tirely renouncing its falfe pleafures which begin with uneafinefs, 
and terminate in remorfe, and are no better than real pains co- 
vered over with a bewitching varnifh. He knew the true de- 
lights which virtue brings, which are folid without alloy, and 
capable of filling the capacity of man's heart : and thefe he 
thirfled after. In the mean time he fell fick of an obftinate re- 
tention of urine : of which diftemper he cured himfelf only by 
the rigorous rules of abflinence which he obferved. He took 
the opportunity of this indifpofition to rid himfelf more than 
ever of company and bufinefs, feldom going abroad, and fpend- 
Ing mofi of his time in reading Surius's Lives of Saints, and 
other books of piety and devotion. It being the cuftom in Italy 
and other hot climates to pafs the Hammer months in the coun- 
try, the marquis fent for his fons from Mantua to Cafliglione 
in that feafon. Aloyfius purfued the fame cxercifes, and the 
fame manner of life in the town, at court and in the country. 
The fervants who watched him in his chamber faw him em- 
ployed in prayer many hours togcthcr,fometimcs proftrate on the 
ground before a crucifix, or {landing up abforpt in God, fo as to 
appear in an ccftafy. When he went down flairs they took no- 
tice that at every {landing place he faid a Hail Mary. It was in 
this retirement that his mind was exceedingly enlightened by 
God, and without the help of any inftrucler he received an ex- 
traordinary gift of mental prayer to which his great purity of 
heart and fincere humility difpofcd his foul. Me fome times patted 
whole days in contemplating, with incxpreflible fweetnels and 
devotion, the admirable difpenfations of divine providence in 
the great myflcries of our redemption, efpecially the infinite 

good uefs and love of God, his mercy and other attributes, hi 

thii. 
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this exercife he was not able to contain the fpiritual joy of his 
foul in confidering the greatnefs and goodnefs of his God, nor 
to moderate his tears. Falling at laft on a little book of father 
Canifius, which treated of Meditation, and on certain letters 
of the Jefuit miilionaries in the Indies, he felt a flrong inclina- 
tion to enter the Society of Jefus, and was inflamed with an 
ardent zeal for the falvation of fouls. He began ev^n then to 
frequent the fchools of Chriftian Doctrine, and to encourage 
other boys, efpecialjy among the poor, in learning their cate- 
chifm, and often kulru&ed them bimfelf. So excellently did 
he then difcourfe of God as aftoniibed grown perfons of learn- 
ing and abilities. It happened that in 1580, St. Charles Bor- 
romeo came to Brefcia in quality of apoftolick vifitor, and 
preached there on the feafl of Mary Magdalen. No importuni- 
ties of the marquis or other princes could prevail upon that great 
faint to vifit them-at their country feats, or to take up his lodg- 
ings any where but with the clergy of the churches where he 
came. Wherefore Aloyfius, being only twelve years old, 
went to Brefcia to receive his bleffing. It is incredible how 
much the good cardinal was taken with the piety and generous 
fentiments of the young prince. But finding that he had never 
yet received the holy communion, he exhorted him to prepare 
himfelf for that divine facrament, and to receive it very fre- 
quently ; prefcribing him rules for his devout preparation, and 
with regard to many other practices of piety: all which the holy 
youth conitantly obferved, remembering ever after with won- 
derful joy the happinefs of having feen fo great a faint, I le 
from that time conceived fo tender a devotion to the blefled Eu- 

charift, that in hearing mafs, after the confecration, he often 
melted into tears, in profound fentiments of love and adora- 
tion; and he frequently received wonderful favours in commu- 
nicating ; and this holy facrament became his greatcft comfort 
and joy. The marquis after this carried his whole family to 
Cafal, the relidencc of his government of Montferrat. There 
die faint made the convents of the Capuchins and Uarnabites 
the ufual places of his refort. He failed three days a week, 
Iridays at lcahV on bread and water, boiled together for 
his whole dinner : his collation was a little piece of dry bread. 
On other days his meals were fo ilender, that his life feemed 
almoft a miracle. Me fecretly thrufl a board into his bed to 
N-'ft on in the night, and roic a; midnight to piay even in the 
cotdcfl feafon ot winter, which is very /harp under the Alps. 
Ut-' fpent an hour after riling, and two houis before going to 
^ in private prayer. 

. 11 *5^i 1 his father attended the emprcis Mary of AuOria, 
wife to Maximilian II. and lifter to Philip 11. of Spain, in lu 1 

journey 
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journey from Bohemia to Spain, and took with him his three 
children ; a daughter named Ifabel who died in Spain, and his 
two fons who were both made by king Philip pages to his fori 
James, elder brother to Philip III- Aloyfius was then thirteen 
years and a half old. He continued his ftudies, but never 
neglected his long meditations and devotions^ which he often 
performed by ftealth in fecret corners. Though he every day 
waited on the infant of Spain James to pay his duty to the em- 
prefs, he never once looked on the face of that pnncefs, or 
took notice of her perfon. And fo great was his guard over 
all his fenfes, and fo univerfal his fpirit of mortification, that it 
■was a proverb at court, that the young marquis of Caiiiglione 
feemed not to be made of flefh and blood. Whilfl he remained 
in Spain he found great pleafure and benefit in reading Lewis 
of Granada's excellent book on Mental Prayer. He prefcribed 
himfelf a daily tafk of an hour's meditation, which he often, j 
piolonged to three, four or five hours. He at length determined j 
to enter into the Society of Jefus, in order to devote himfelf 
to the inftrucSHns; and conducting fouls to God ; and he was 
confirmed in this refolution by his confelTor, who was one of 
that Order. When he difclofed it to his parents, his mother re- 
joiced exceedingly : but his father in exceflive grief and rage, 
faid he would have him fcourged naked. <c O that it would 
* c pleafe God," replied modeftly the holy youth, " to grant 
46 me fo great a favour, as to fuffer that for his love." 
What heightened the father's indignation was a fufpicion that 
this was a contrivance on account of his cuftom of gamino; 
by which he had lately loft fix hundred crowns in one evening: 
a vice which his fon bitterly deplored, not fo much, as he uled 
to fay, for the lofs of the money, as for the injury done to 
God. However, the confent of the marquis was at length ex- 
torted through the mediation of friends. The infant or prince 
of Spain dying of a fever, Aloyfius was at liberty, and after 
two years flay in Spain returned to Italy in July 1584, on 
board the gallics of the famous John Andrew Doria whom his 
eatholick majefty had lately appointed admiral. His brother 
travelled in rich apparel, but the faint in a fuit of black Flan- 
ders fergc. In his journey he either converfed on holy things 
or entertained himfelf fecret iy in his heart with God. As foon 
as he came to an inn he fought fome private little chamber, anil 
fell to prayer on his knees, in viliting religious houfes he 
went firtt to the church, and prayed fome time before the bit 'fled 
facrament. When he arrived at Caiiiglione he had new ai- 
faults to bear, from the eloquence and authoiity of a cauuna , 
many hi mops and eminent men employed by the duke ui Man- 
tua and his own uncles : yct a he lcniaiiicd and brought 

ova 



June iu St. A L O Y S 1 U S, tstc. C. 693 

over fome of thefe embafladours to his fide, fo that they pleaded 
in his favour. But his father flew back from his content, 
loaded his Ton with opprobrious language, and employed him 
in many diftracling fecular commiflions. The faint had re- 
courfe to God by proftrating himfelf before a crucifix, and re- 
doubling his feverities 5 till the marquis, no longer able to 
oppofe his defign, cordially embraced him, and recom- 
mended him to Claudius Aquaviva, general of the Society, who 
2ppointed Rome for the place of his noviciate. The father re- 
pented again of his confent, and detained his fon nine months 
at Milan^, during which time he ufed the moft tender intreaties, 
and every other method to bring him from his purpofe. He 
?o;ain removed him to Mantua, and thence to C.Utig'lione : but 
finding his refolution invincible, left him at liberty, faying to 
him: cc Dear fon, your choice is a deep wound in my heart. I 
" ever loved you, as you always deferved. In you I had 
" founded the hopes of my family : but you tell me God calls 
u you another way. Go therefore in his name whither you 
" pleafe, and may his blefiing every where attend you." Aloy- 
fius having thanked him, withdrew, that lie might not increafc 
his grief by his prefence, and betook himfelf to his prayers. 
His ceflion of the marquifatc to his brother Ralph, with the 
referve of two thoufand crowns in ready money, and four hun- 
dred crowns a year for life, was ratified by the emperour, and 
the writings were delivered at Mantua in November 1 585. 
The excelfive grief and tears of his fubjects and vaflals at his 
departure only drew from him thefe words. : cc That he fought 
" nothing but the falvation of his foui, and exhorted ihcm all to 
u the fame/' Arriving at Rome he viiited the churches and 
chief places of devotion, then killed the feet of pope Sixtus V. 
fcnd entered his noviciate at St. Andrew's on the twenty-fifth of 
November 1585, not being completely eighteen years old. Bu~ 
"ig conducted to his cell he entered it as a celeflial paradife in 
which he was to have no other employment than that ofpiaifmg 
(jod without interruption and exulting in his heart he repeated 
with the prophet : I'/jis is my rejl for ever: here will I dwell ; 
pr 1 ht'ive the Jen it. 

The faint in his novicefhip condemned himfelf as guilty of 
lloth il he did not in every religious duty fin pafs in fervour all 
his companions j lie refpected them all, and he behaved himfelf 
towards them as if he had been the Lift pcifhn in the family, 
;ui '! indeed fuch he always reputed himfelf. lie loved and re- 
joiced nvofi in the mcanefl and moil contemptible employ • 
"ieiits. His mortifications though great, were not lo leveie as 
' k ' had pracTifed in the world, beeaule limited by obedience 

Viliicli j^avc a merit to all his actions, lie ufed to fay 1 hat a 

religious 
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religious ftate in this refembles a fhip, in which they fail as faft 
who fit idle as they who fweat at the oar in rowing. Yet fuch 
was the general mortification of his fenfes, that he feemed to- 
tally inattentive to exteriour things, only in as much as they re- 
garded God. He never took notice of the difference of villas 
where he had been, the order of the refectory in which he 
every day eat, or the rich ornaments of the chapels and altars 
where he prayed. He feemed entirely inattentive to the tafteof 
what he eat, only he endeavoured to avoid whatever feemed 
favoury. He never liftened to reports or to difcourfe about 
worldly matters : fpoke very little, and never about himfclf, 
thinking himfelf juftly deferving to be forgotten by the whole 
world, and to be made no account of in every thing. He was 
a capital enemy to any artifice or dilfimulation, which he cal- 
led the bane and canker of chiiftian fimplicity. Nothing gave 
him fo much mortification as the leaft marks of honour or dif- 
tinction. It was his delight to carry a wallet through the Itreets 
of Rome begging from door to door, to ferve the poor and the 
hofpitals, or to fweep the kitchen, and carry away the filth; in 
which adtions he ufually had before his eyes Chrift humbled for 
us. On holydays he ufed to catechize the children of poor la- 
bourers. He changed his new gilt breviary for an old one, and 
often did fo in his habit and other things. His whole life feem- 
ed a continued prayer, and he called holy meditation the fhort 
way to chriftian perfection. He found in that exercife the 
greateft fpiritual delights, and remained in it on his knees, as if 
he were motionlefs, in a pofture of wonderful recollection f.nd 
refpeel:. It is not pofiible to defcribe the fweet raptures and a- 
bundant tears which often accompanied his devotion, cfpecially 
in prefence of the blefted Eucharift, and after communicating. 
He fpent the three firft days after communion in thankfgiving 
for that ineftimable favour ; and the three following in 
languifhing afpirations and defires to receive on the Sun- 
day his Saviour, his God, his Phyfician, his King and his 
Spoufe : on the eve of his communion his mind was who 
talccn up with the dignity and infinite importance and advantages 
of that great adtion, nor could he fpeak of any thing clfc. 
Such was the fire of his words when ever he fpoke on that 
jnyftcry of love, that it inflamed all who heard him. He 
made every day at I call four regular vifits to pray before 
the bleflcd facramcnt. The l*alfion of Chrift was alio] 
xi molt tender objedi of his devotion. From his infancy hci 
had chofen the blclled Virgin for his fpecial pat rone Is and ;ul-j 
vocate. He had a lingular devotion to the holy angels, efpcv 
cially his angel guardian. In the beginning of his novicclhip,j 

he was tried by an extreme fpiritual drynefc and iuteriour dcto- 

latioii! 




June 21. St. A L O Y S I U S, &c. 695 

jlation of foul ; which ferved perfectly to purify his heart, and 
'was fucceeded by the greateft heavenly confolations. He bore 
the pious death of his father with unfliaken conftancy, be- 
cause he confidered it and all other events purely in the view 
of the divine will and providence. It happened fix weeks af- 
ter Aloyfius had taken the habit. From the day on which 
his fon had left him to enter the Society, the marquis had en- 
tirely devoted himfelf to the practice of perfect virtue and pe- 
nance. 

Humility and obedience were the young novice's favourite 
virtues, and by them he gained a perfect mattery over him- 
felf. To appear poor, little and contemptible was his de- 
light, and he rejoiced to fee the iaft and worft portion in any 
thing fall to his (hare. He was never known guilty of the 
leaft tranfgrellion of the rule of filence or any other ; and 
feared to arrive one moment too late at any duty. He would 
not without the leave of his mafter fpeak one word even to 
his kinfman cardinal Roborei : nor would he ever flay with 
him fo long as to fail one minute in any rule. It happened 
that the pious and learned Jerom Platus, whilft he was his 
mafter of novices, thinking his perpetual application to prayer 
and ftudy prejudicial to his health, ordered him to fpend in 
converfing with others after dinner, not only the hour allotted 
for all, but alfo the half hour longer which is allowed to 
thofe who dined at the fecond table. Father minifter not 
knowing this order, punifhed him for it, and obliged him 
publickly to confefs his fault : which he underwent without 
offering any excufe. The minifter learning afterwards how 
the matter was, admired very much his filence, but for his 
greater merit enjoined him another penalty for not telling him 
the order of his mafter. The faint bore in filence and joy 
the imputation and chaftifement of the faults of any others, 
becaufe this afforded him an opportunity of exerciling pati- 
ence, meeknefs and humility. By a habit of continual appli- 
cation of his mind to God, attention at prayer fecmed fo 
eafy and natural to him that he told his fuperiour, who put to 
him that qucftion, that if all the involuntary diftraclions at 
his devotions during fix months were joined together, they 
would not amount to the fpace of one Hail Mary." Mis health 
decaying, he was forbid to meditate or pray, except at regular 
times. This he found the hardeft talk of his whole life ; io 
{Meat a flruggle did it coft him to relilt the impulfe with which 
his heart was carried towards God. For the recovery of his 
luidtli he was fent to Naples, where he Haiti half a year, and 
'hen returned to Koine. In that city, after compleating his no- 
vitiate 
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vitiate of two years, he made his religious vows on the 20th 
of November 1587, and foon after received minor orders. 

Aloyfms had fuiifhed his -logick whilff. a page in the Spa- 
nifh court, and his courfe of natural philofophy during his 
nine months flay at Milan. After this he commenced ftudent 
in divinity under Gabriel Vafquez, and other celebrated pro- 
fefTors. But a family conteft obliged him to interrupt his 
ftudies. His uncle Horatius Gonzaga died without iflue, and 
bequeathed by will his eftate of Sulphurino to the duke of 
Mantua. Ralph, the faint's brother, pleaded that the donation 
was invalid, the eflate being a fief of the empire, which in- 
alienably devolves on the next heir in blood, and he obtain- 
ed a refcript of the emperour Maximilian in his favour. Eat 
the duke refufed to acquiefce in this fentence ; and the arch- 
duke Ferdinand and feveral other princes had in vain attempted 
to reconcile the two coufins. At length St. Aloyiius was fent 
for to be the mediator of peace. He had then juft finiihed his 
fecond year of divinity, and was at the Jefuits villa at Frefcati 
during the vacation, when father Robert BeJlarmine brought 
him an order from the general to repair to Mantua about this 
affair. A difcreet lay-brother was appointed to be his com- 
panion, to whom a charge was given to take care of his health, 
with an order to Aloyfms to obey him as to that particular. 
Moll edifying were the examples of his profound humility, 
mortification, love of poverty and devotion, and incredible 
the fruits of his zeal both on the road, and at Mantua, Caf- 
tiglione, and other places where he went. Though both par- 
ties were exceedingly exafperated, no fooner did this angel cf 
peace appear, than they were perfectly reconciled. The duke, 
though before much incenfed, was entirely difarmed by the 
fight and moving difcourfe of the faint, he readily pardoned, 
and yielded up the eftate to the marquis, who as cafily con- 
tented to bury in oblivion all that had palled, and the two 
coufins made a finccre and ftridt alliance and fricndihip too- 
ther. Many others who were at variance, or at law, wtfC 
in the lame manner made friends by the means of the faints 
fiiendly intcrpolin^. No enmity fcemed able to withlhnd 
the fpirit of nicckncfs and charity, which his words and 
whole deportment breathed. Great numbers were by hun con- 
verted liom iintul habits, and many brought to a prolcllion 
of pel feet virtue. Mis brother Ralph had 'fallen in love with 
a young gentlewoman, much inferiour to him in birth, ana 
had iecretTy mairicd her before private wkneil'js, but duiU' 
not puhliOi his marriage, ior fear of offenuing his uncle, A.- 
phonlus Gonzaga, lord of CahMe-Godtrey, whole heir he 

to be. The faint rcpicfcuteJ to him, that by ihch a conduct, 
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notwithstanding his precaution, he offended God by the fcan- 
dal he gave to his fubjedts, and others, who looked upon his 
behaviour as criminal. He, moreover, undertook to fatif- 
fy his uncle, mother and other friends, and thus engaged 
him publickly to declare his marriage, and the uncle and 
others, through the faint's mediation, took no offence at the 
alliance. Aloyfius, having happily reffored peace among all 
his relations, and fettled them in the practice of true virtue, by 
the direction of his fuperiours, went to A4ilan on the 2 2d of 
March 1590, there to purfue his theological ftudies. Thefe 
he accompanied with his ufual exercifes of devotion, and all 
virtues, efpecially humility, to nourifh and improve which 
in his heart, he embraced every kind of humiliation. He of- 
ten begged to ferve in the kitchen and refectory, and it was 
his delight to draw water for the cook, warn, the dimes, cover 
the table, or fweep the ikullery. Whilft he was at Milan, 
one day in his morning prayer he was favoured with a reve- 
lation, that he had only a fhort time to Jive. And by this 
heavenly vifitation he found his mind wonderfully changed, 
and more than ever weaned from all tranfitory things. This 
favour he afterwards difclofed at Rome, in great fimplicity, to 
F. Vincent Bruno and others. The general would not fuffer 
him to finifh his ftudies at Milan, but recalled him to Rome 
in November the fame year, to perform there the fourth or 
laftyearof his theological courfe. The faint chofe a dark 
and very fmall chamber over the flair- cafe in the garret, with 
one window in the roof ; nor had he in it any other furniture 
than a poor bed, a wooden chair, and a little ftool to lay his 
books upon. He appeared even in the fchools and cloifrers 
quite abforpt in God, and often at table, or with his com- 
panions at recreation time after dinner, he fell into extaiies, 
and appeared unable to contain the excefiive heavenly joy with 
which his foul overflowed. He frequently fpoke in raptures 
on the happinefs of dying the more fpecdily to enjoy God. 

I' 1 *59*i an epidemical diftempcr fvvept off great multi- 
tudes in Rome. In this publick cliflrefs the fathers of the 
Society creeled a new hofpital, in which the general himfilf, 
with other afliftants, ferved the lick. Aloyfms obtained, by 
ttrneft intreaties, to be one of this number. He catcchifed 
and exhorted the poor patients, wafhed their leer, made then 
^\i'v, changed their clothes, and pel formed with wonderful 
^iriuity and teiulernels, the moll painful and loathfome officer 
(,f the hofpital. 'J 'he di/lemper being peflilential and eonta- 
I l '»us fever a I of thefe lathers died mariyis oi* charity, and 
M>yiius fell lick. Jt was on the third of March 1 5 <) 1 y 
lll 'U he took to Ins bed ; at which time he was ovei whelmed 

with 
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with exceflive joy at the thought that he was called to 
o-o to his God. This joy gave him afterwards a fcruple whe- 
ther it was not immoderate. But his confeffor, who was the 
famous cardinal Beilarmine, comforted him, faying, that it is 
not an unufual grace to defire death, not out of impatience, 
but to be united to God. The peftilential fever in feven days 
became fo violent, that the faint received the Viaticum, and 
extreme undion. However, he recovered : but from the re- 
licks of this diftemper fucceeded an he&ick fever, which in 
three months reduced him to an excefftve weaknefs. He ftu- 
diedtoadd continual mortifications to the pains of his d if. 
eafe, and rofe in the night to pray before a crucifix, till be- 
in* caught by the infirmarian, he was forbid doing fo tor the 
future ; which direction he pun&ually obeyed. The phyfi- 
cians having ordered him, and another fick brother, to take a 
very bitter draught, the other drank it at once with the or- 
dinary helps to qualify the bitternefs of the tafte : but Aloyfiw 
fipped it fiowly, and as it were drop by drop, that he might 
have the longer and fuller tafte of what was mortifying ; nor 
did he give the leaft fign of perceiving any difagreeable tafte. 
After fpeaking with father Beilarmine on the happinefs of fpee- 
dily enjoying God, he fell into a rapture, through excels of 
inward delights, and it continued almoft the whole night, 
which feemed to him, in the morning, to have been but one 
moment, as he told F. Beilarmine. It feems to have been in this 
cftafv that he learned he (hould die on the oSave day ot 



re- 



Corpus-Chrifti,which he often clearly foretold. In thankfgiving 
for his death being fo near, he defired one to recue with h.m the 
Te davn; with which requeft the other complied. 1 o ano- 
ther he cried out, his heart exulting with joy : " My father, 
» we go rejoicing ! we go rejoicing ! " He faid every evening 
the feven penitential pfalms with another perfon, in great com- j 
puna ion. On the octave day, he feemed better, and the j 
rcaor had thoughts of fending him to Frefcati. hut he " - 
peatcd ftill that he fliould die before next morning, ana 
received the Viaticum and extreme unaion. At night he w:u 
thought to be in no immediate danger, and was left with two. 
brothers to watch by him. Thefc about midnight perceived o ; 
a fudden by a wannefs and violent <weat with which he ja 
foiled, that he was falling into his agony. His .no "lu 
afpirations doling his illnefs, were the ardent languiflnn^ «* 
a foul alpiring to Cod, extracted Irom the pfalms. M 
favin.r : « Lord, into thy hands I commend my (pint, 
f equ?„tly repeated the holy name of Jefus ; with which 
crc ?| word he expired a little afie, midnight he ween lit £ J. 

and 2.HI day of June, the oclavc of Corpus eiuilti that y- 
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1591, being twenty three years, three months, and eleven 
days old, or which he had lived five years and almoft feven 
months in the Sociecy. He was buried in the church of the 
Annunciation, belonging to the Jefuits of the Roman college. A 
rich chapel being afterward built in that church,under his name., 
by the marquis Scipio Lancelotti, hisrelicks were tranflated into 
it. St. Aloyfius was beatified by Gregory XV. in 1621 3 and ca- 
nonized by Benedict XIII. in 1726, Ceparius gives a hiftory 
of many miracles wrought through the interceffion, and by 
the relicks of this faint, feveral being cures of noblemen and 
eminent prelates. A much more ample hiftory of his miracles' 
may be read in Janning, the Bollandift, in an Appendix to 
the life of St. Aloyfius. When we fee a young prince, the dar- 
ling of his family and country, facrifice nobility, a fove- 
reignty, riches and pleafures * the more eafjly to fecure the trea- 
fure of divine love* and of eternal happinefs, how ought we 
to condemn our own iloth, who live as if heaven were to 



coft us nothing ? 



On the fame Day 



St. Ralph, Archbifhop of Bourges, C. He was of the royal 
blood of France, being fori of the Count of Cahors, and lord of 
Turenne. Making Chriifc his only inheritance he took the mo- 
naftick habit in 822 ; and was made arehbifhop of Bourges in 
840. He founded feven monafleries, and was indefatigable in re~ 
foiming the manners of his flock. For the direction of his clergy 
he compiled a book of canons under the title of Paflorai InJltuSitom* 
publtfhed by Baluze in his mifcellanies ( i). He died on the 21ft 
of June 866 — See Ado in martyr. — Mabillon. Att. Ecned, T. 6* 
p. 184. Ceillier, T. 19. p. 133. 

(1) T. 6. Mifccll. p. 155. 
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St. P A U L I N U S Biftiop of Nola, C. 

From his oivn works ^ St. Aujihi^ St. jferom, &c. collected by Lc 

JBrwi, in the end of his edition of the works of this father. 
See olfo Tillemonty T. i±. p. i. CW///Vr, T*. 10. p. 543. 

v A. D. 431. 

PONTIUS Meropius Paulinus was born at Bourdeaux 
m 353" ^ n hi s pedigree both by the father and mother's 
fide was difplayed a long line of illuftrious fenators, and his 
own father Pontius Paulinus was Praefeftus-Praetorio in Gaul, 
the fir ft magillrate in the weftern empire. But the honours 
and triumphs of his anceftors were eclipfed by his fuperior 
virtues, which rendered him the admiration of his own, 
and all fucceeding ages, and excited St. Martin, St. Sulpitius 
Severus, St. Ambrofe, St. Auftin, St. Jerom, St. Eucherius, 
St. Gregory of Tours, Apollinaris, Camodorus and others to 
vie with each other in celebrating his hcroick aclions, and to 
become the publishers of his praifes to the corners of rhc 
earth. Befidcs the pre-eminence of his birth and riches, he 
received from nature n penetrating and elevated underftanding, 
and an elegant genius with other excellent accomplijfhmcnts of 
mind and body, by which he was qualified for the higheft at- 
tainments, and fecmcd born for every thing that is great. 
Thefc talents he cultivated from his infancy, by the clofell ap- 
plication to the ftudy of all the liberal arts, and he acquired 
the mo ft extenfive compafs of ufeful learning. He had for 
311 after in pnefy and eloquence the famous Aufoniuo, the 
lirft man of his age in thole Icicnccs, whole delicacy and wit 
would have ranked him among the grcateft poets, if indullry, 
cvennch, cjf ftyle, and the purity of the Auguftan age had not 

been wanting in his writings (*/). 'Unit profcilbr, merely .< or 

hi:; 

(17) His elaborate poein upon performances is an indelible 
the MofcIIe, and his 1 hanks to blot in his character. Some m»- 
< ; raii.m lor hi., promotion to derns think Aufoniuo to ha\'< 
live ronlulihip, lhevv what he been an heathen ; others make 
was caj able of. Uut the I c :i n - lnm a thrillian : the pronk o<> 
d.ilous obieeniiy uJ' loiuc oJ his not appear dcciJive on either fuk 
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his literary abilities was honoured by Valcntinian with the 
dignity of Prosfettus-prcstorio^ and by Gratian, whofe precep- 
tor he was, with that of conful. Under fuch a matter Pau- 
linus fully anfwered the hopes which his friends had conceived 
of him, and, whilft young, harangued at the bar with great 
applaufe. " Every one," fays St. Jerom (1) " admired the 
cc purity and eloquence of his diclion, the delicacy and Iofti- 
" nefs of his thoughts, the ttrength and fweetnefs of his 
" ftyle, and and the livelinefs of his imagination." Such 
were the acquirements of Paulinus in his youth, whilft a de- 
fire of pleafing men yet divided his heart. Probity, integrity 
and other moral virtues were endowments of his foul (till more 
admirable than his learning. His merit was foon diftinguifhed 
by thofe who had the administration of the ftate, and by the 
empcrours themfelvcs, by whom he was raifed yet young to 
the firft dignities, and declared conful before his matter Aufo- 
nius ; confequently before the year 379. He took: to wife a 
Spanifh lady of fincere piety, and one of the moft accomplifhed 
of her fex : her name was Therafia, and (lie brought him a £reat 
eitate in land. The prudence, generoftty, afFability and other 
focial and religious virtues of the young ftatefman attracted 
veneration and efteem wherever he came, and gained him ma- 
ny friends and clients in Italy, Gaul and Spain : in all which 
countries he had difplayed his talents during fifteen years in the 
difcharge of various employments and affairs both publick 
and domeftick. But God was pleafed to open his eyes to fee 
the emptinefs of all worldly purfuits, and to infpire him with 
a more noble and innocent ambition, of becoming little for 
the fake of the kingdom of heaven. 

The converfation of St. Ambrofe at Milan, of St. Martin 
whom he had met at Viennc, and of St. Delphinus bifhop of 
13ourdeaux gave him a relifh for retirement, and ttrong fen- 
timents of a more per feci: virtue. The I aft mentioned holy 
prelate, being bifhop of the native city, and moft ordinary re- 
sidence of Paulinus whilft he remained in the world, made 
good ufc of the opportunity which his Situation gave him, 
ami being charmed with the faint's happy difpofitions, often 
fpokc to him on the nccoflity and. happinefs of giving him felt" 
to God without refcrve. Paulinus had made fomc advances in 
virtue ; but was not yet perfect. He was always an enemy 
to vanity, or the love of human applaufe, than which paf- 
lion nothing can be more unworthy of virtue, or more be- 
neath a generous foul : though all the heathen philofophers 
Jhamcfully difgraccd their attainments by this bafe vvcaknefs. 

^ » 2 "jTulIy 



{0 St. llicr. op. id, io2. 
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Tully was not afhamed to boaft of it, and Demofthenes was 
delighted to hear a poor old woman whifper, This is the great 
Demofthenes. Faulinus feemed always raifed, by his own 
greatnefs of foul, above this abject paiTion, and fhewed that 
geniufes, which are truly great, are fuperiour to their own abili- 
iies. But ±1: ill he found how difficult a tafk it is, for a man 
to preferve a perfect difengagement and purity of heart in the 
mid ft of worldly honours and blandifhments ; and to ftand 
his ground againft the incitements of the fofter pailions. 
Whilft every thing goads him on, and his fenfes and his own 
heart betiay him, to fhield his foul from the penetrating ca- 
lefies of pleafures, muft be little fhort of a continued mira- 
cle. Moreover, by ferious meditation on the vanities of the 
world, Faulinus had pofTefTed his mind with a ilncere con- 
viction that its pleaiures are empty, treacherous, and fraught 
with dQa.d)y poifon. Certain fhocks which he felt in his for- 
tune through revolutions that happened in the empire, contri- 
buted to give him a more feeling fenfe of the inftability of 
earthly things, and that bitternefs which is infeparable from 
worldly affairs in high life, helped to increafe this difguft and 
contempt of the world, and to difcover to him the falfhood of 
its gilded bubbles which dazzle the eyes of men at a diftance. 
His wife, though yet young, and in a condition to enjoy the 
world, was the fit ft to excite him to a contempt of whatever 
is not God ; and they mutually encouraged one another to for- 
fake all that they might more perfectly follow Chrift. In this 
refolution they retired fuil into Spain, and palled four years 
in a little country folitude, from 390 to 394, in exercifes of 
penance and devotion. There they loft their only fon, an in- 
fant, whom Paulinus calls a holy offspring, becaufe he had 
been purified by baptifm. They buried him at Alcala near 
the bodies of the Martyrs, Julius and Paftor. The holy cou- 
ple lived from that time, by mutual confent, in perpetual cha- 
ftity : and Paulinus foon after changed his drefs, to fignify to 
the world his icfolution of forfaking it, and he determined to 
renounce the fenatc, his country, eftatc and houfe, and to 
bury himfclf in fome monaficry or wildernefs. He was very 
rich ; and Aufonius (2) grieved to fee the kingdoms of Pauli- 
nus the father, as he calls his vaft cilates, divided among a 
iiiindred poilcflbrs. The faint fold all his efhites, and iliftribut- 
ed the price among the poor ; as he did alfo the cflatc of his 
wife, with her confent, who Jifpired with no lefs fervour to 
chriliian perfection. This action was much extolled by all 
1 cue fcrvanu ol God j but fevcrcly condemned by the flaves 

it* 
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of the world ; who called his piety folly, hating God in the 
works of his fervant, becaufe contrary to theirs. The rich 
forfook him, his own llaves, his relations and brothers refufed 
to pay him the common duties of humanity and charity, and 
rofe up againft him, fo that he became as one unknown to his 
brothers, " and as a ftranger to the children of his mother." 
God permitted this perfecution to befal him that by it, his 
heart might be more perfectly weaned from the world : and that 
he might learn to contemn its frowns. If I pleafe men 9 fays 
theapoftle, I fliouldnot be a fervant of Chrift (3.^ And Chrift him- 
felf a flu res us that no man is worthy to be called his difciple, 
who hath not courage to defpife human refpecls. Paulinus 
inftru&ed in this fchool, rejoiced to hear men bark at him, 
and all his own friends confpire to tear him to pieces, and to 
accufe his retreat of melancholy, hypocrify and every other 
finifter motive. His fhort, but golden anfwer to their in- 
vectives was comprifed in five words (b): ' c O happy affront 
" that with Chrift I difpleafe you." His old mailer Aufonius 9 
who had always the moft tender love and the greatefl cftecm for 
him ; regretted extremely that he mould lofe a nobleman 
whom he knew capable of being an honour to the greatefl: 
dignities ; and in verfes and letters yet extant, which difcover 
how deeply his heart was rooted in a worldly fpirit, reproached 
him in the moft bitter terms, arraigning his adxion of mad- 
nefs and extravagance. The faint without the lead emotion, 
wrote him back, in beautiful verfe, a mild and elegant 
anfwer, in which he teftifies, that it was to him the higheft 
pleafure to meet with reproaches for ferving Chrift : and that 
he regarded not the opinion or railleries of men, who purfue 
oppofite views, provided his actions might gain the: approba- 
tion of the eternal king whom alone he dcfired to pleafe (V). 
Thus whilft the world defpifed him, he juftly and cour.geouily. 
defpifed it again, and gloriouily trampled it under his feet. His 
pcrfecutors, and upbraidcrs feeing him rcgardlcfs of the cenfures 
of a world to which they were thcmfelves enflaved, became in a 
fhort time his admirers, and loudly extolled his nuxiefly and 
meeknefs no lefs than his grcatnefs of foul and the purity of 
his intention. In his poverty and obfeurity he became the 
admiration of the uni verfe, and pcrfons of the ihft rank tra- 
velled from the remotcft boundaries of the empire to fee Pan* 

Z z 3 linus 

( 3) Gal. i. 10. 

(A) O beat a injwiti Aijpliccre cum Chtijfo. St. Paul in, rt>. ?o. 
(c) Chrijli fub nuiiihic pr obra placebuht « Carm. lO, <u. i$G* 

Stultus dhuerju Jequcntibm (/ft' 
2V/7 mow, A'terno meu dum fonletit 'ia Reg* 

Sit Jaftens t ib. <y m 265. 
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linus in his little cottage, as St. Auftin and St. Jerom witnefs. 
'I'herafia confirmed him in thefe good refolutions, and was 
not inferiour to him in virtue. Having joined with him in 
felling her cflate, fhe was not afhamed to appear In mean 
clothes, being perfuaded that an humble drefs fuits penitent 
minds, and that humility is not eafily to be preferved under 
rich attire. 

St. Ambrofc, St. Aufh'n, St. Jerom and St. Martin gave the 
due praife to this heroick virtue of St. Paulinus, knowing they 
might fafely do it to one dead to the applaufc no lefs than to 
the cenfures of others. St. Auflin being then only prieft, in 392, 
commended his generous refoluticn, calling it. The glory of Jefus 
Chrift(4). And exhorting Licentius, a young nobleman who 
had formerly been his fcholar, to a contempt of the world, he 
wrote thus to him : cc Go into Campania : fee Paulinus, that 
man fo great by his birth, by his genius, and by his riches. See 
with what generofity this fervant of Chrift has ftript himfelf 
* c of all to pofiefs only God. See how he has renounced the 
Ci pride of the world to embrace the humility of the croft. 
1,1 See how he now employs in the praifes of God thofe riches 
iC of fcience, which unlefs they are confecrated to him who 
tc gave them, are 10(1(5)." Our faint could not bear applaufc. 
Greater by his humility than by all his other virtues, he fincerely 
delired to be forgotten by men* and begged his friends to n> 
frain from their compliments, and not add to the load of his 
iihs by praifes which were not his due. <c It furprifed me," 
faid he, cc that any one fhould look upon it as a great adtion 
for a man to purchafe eternal falvation, the only folid good, 
with perifhable pelf, and to fell the earth to buy heaven. 1 ' 
Others called him per feci in virtue: but his anfwer was : " A 
4C man that is going to pafs a river by fwimming, is not got 
<* on the other fide when he has but jufr put off his clothes. 
<c His whole body mull be in aiStion, and his limbs all put in 
<c motion : he mufl exert his utmoft Itrength, and make great 
cc cflbrts to mailer the current (6)." The faint had indeed, for 
the fake of virtue, foi Taken all that the world could give 5 he had 
defpifed its riches, honours and feducingjpleafures, and had tram- 
pled upon its frowns, and all human refpects. Com ted in the 
world by all that would be thought men of genius, and cardial 
by all that valued thcmfelvo upon a fine ttyii', he had courage 
to renounce thofe flatten ng advantages ; and with honours and 
>iihes he had m;ule a facniice alio of his learning and gicat a(~ 

tainmcnts only that he mhiht confeciate himleli' lu the divine 

for vice. 
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(4) St. raulin. ep. ;r. (5) St. Aug. cp. z f ). oliin. yy ad 
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fcrvicc. Yet this was only the preparation to the conflict. 
Wherefore not to lofe by floth the advantages which he had 
procured to himfelf, he laboured with all his ftrength, to im- 
prove them to his advancement in virtue. He made it his full 
endeavour to fubdue himfelf, to kill the very feeds of pride, 
impatience and other paflions in his heart, and to ground him- 
felf in the moll profound humility, mceknefs and patience. To 
the practice of interiour felf-denial, by which he bent his will, 
he added exteriour mortification. And fo great was the po- 
verty in which he lived, that he often was not able to procure a 
little fait to his herbs or bread, which the moft auftere hermits 
ufually allowed themfelves. Yet the holy chearfulnefs of his 
pious foul was remarkable to all who had the happinefs to enjoy 
his acquaintance ; and we fenfibly difcern it in a conftant vein of 
gaiety which runs through all his writings. 

Paul in us would not choofe a retreat at Jerufalem or Rome, 
becaufe he defired to live unknown to the world. His love of 
folitude and his devotion to St. Felix determined him to prefer 
a lonely cottage near Noia, a fmall city in Campania, that he 
might ferve Chrift near the tomb of that glorious confeflbr, 
which was without the walls of the town. He would be the por- 
ter of his church, to fweep the floor every morning, and to watch 
the night as keeper of the porch ; and he defired to end his life 
in that humble employment (7). But he was promoted to holy 
orders before he left Spain. The people of Barcelona feized 
on him in the church on Chriftmas-day, in 393* and de- 
manded with great earneftnefs that he fhould be made prieft. 
He refolutely oppofed their defire, and only at length confented 
on condition that he fhould be at liberty to go wherever he 
pleafed. This being agreed to, he received holy orders from 
the hands of the bifhop. The citizens of Barcelona were in- 
deed in hopes to fix him among them : but the next year, 394, 
aker Eafler, he left Spain to go into Italy. He faw St. Ambrofe 
.it Milan, who received him with great honour, and adopted 
him into his clergy, but without any obligation of refiding in 
that church. The faint went on to Rome, and met with 
great civilities from Domnio, a holy priclt of that church, 
from St. Pammachius and many others. But he made no Hay 
in that capital, being in hade to arrive at Nola, the place of his 
retirement. There flood a church over the tomb of St. Felix, 
without the walls of the City, and to it was contiguous a long 
building of two ftories, with a gallery divided into cells, 111 
which Pauliuus lodged the clergymen who came to fee him. 
On the other fide was a lodging for fecular perfons who fomc- 
limes vifited him : and he had a little garden. Several pious 

X z 4 pufonti 
(7) Carm. 12. 
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perfons lived with him, whom he calls a company of 
monks (8), and he pra£tifed with them all the rules and aufte r 
rities of a monaltick flate. They celebrated the divine office, 
were clad with fackcioth, and abftained for the moft part from 
wine, though Paulinus himfelf, on account of his infirmities, 
drank fometimes a little diluted with a great quantity of water : 
they failed and watched much, and their ordinary diet was 
herbs ; but they never eat or drank fo much as to fatisfy hun- 
ger or thirft. St. Paulinus fays (9), that every day he laboured 
to render to St. Felix all the honour he was able ; yet he ftrov$ 
to out-do himfelf on the day of his feftival : to which he added 
every year a birth- day poem in his honour as a tribute of his 
voluntary fervice^ as he ftyles it. We have fourteen, or as 
others count them, fifteen of thefe birth-day poems of St. Felix 
compofed by St. Paulinus, Hill extant (d). 

(8) Ep. 23. n. 8. (9) Ep. 28. n. 6. 



(d) The eleventh, twelfth and 
thirteenth, were imperfect even 
in Le BrmVs edition : but Mu- 
ratori, hiftorian to the duke of 
Modena, has given them com- 

plete in his Anecdotes of the 
Ambrojian library. We have 
feveral other poems of our faint's 
compofitions. The three iirft 
were written whilft he was yet 
in the world, as appears from 
their fubjects : the tenth and 
eleventh were addreffed to Au- 
fonius to jnftify his retreat from 
the world, to whom he fays 

(Carm. 10.) that he ought ra- 
ther to have congratulated with 
him becaufe till then he had only 
fed on the viands of death, and. 
had no relifh but for things 
which are a folly before God. 
His, poem to Jovius was written 
to prove a providence : that to 
Julian on the occafion of his 
marriage contains excellent ad- 
vice to married perfons. His 
poems . are thirty- two, which, 
with fifty -one elegant epiftles 
make up his worlds, of which. 
£he moft complete edition is 

given by Le Brnn at Paris 1685, 
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in one volume 8vo. with his life- 
His epiftles gained him the name 
of ** the delight of ancient 
«« chriftian piety." St. Auftin 
(ep. 27.) writes, that they flow 
with milk and honey, and that 
the faithful in reading them, 
are tranfported with their 
charms, and that it cannot be 
exprefTcd with what fweetnefs 
and ardour they are infpired 
by them. They reprefent to 
our view the true pidlure of his 
holy foul, being the natural ef- 
fufion of the abundance of his 
heart, and of the fervour with 

which he fought God. He finds 
allulions to piety and religious 

fentiments in every thing ; as in 
being ihavcd, he meditated on 
the cutting off the fuperfluities 
of fin and paftions in his heart: 
in a coat of camels hair he con- 
fiders the motives of com- 
punction, &c. S. Jerom. (ep. ad 
Paulin.) extols the art and elo- 
quence of his panegyrick" of 
the emperour Theodofius, which 
is now loft : but we may apply 
thofe praifes to his difcourfe on 
alms* His poems are fprightly 

and 
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The faint teftifies that no motive fo ftrongly excited him to 
the greateft fervour in the divine fervice as the confideration of 
the infinite goodnefs of God, who though we owe him fo much, 
demands only our love to pay off all debts, and to cancel our 
offences. Poor and infolvent as we are, if we love, this clears 
off all the fcore. And in this no man can alledge the difficulty, 
becaufe no man can fay he has not a heart. We are matters of 
our love ; if we give this to the Lord, we are quit. The ex- 

cefs 



and full of gaiety and fweet- 
nefs : the thoughts are beauti- 
ful, the comparisons noble, and 
well adapted : the poet never 
flags ; never fufFers his reader 
to ileep. His mafter Aufonius 
confefles, that he yields to' him 
the palm in poefy (ep. 20, ad 
Paulin.) and lays, he knew no 
modem Roman who could vie 
with him, and that he is the 
only poet who joins brevity with 
perfpicuity. (ep. 19. ad Paulin.) 
S. Paulirius exprefles a great 
devotion to the faints 5 he tefti- 
fies that their relicks were ufed 
in the confecration of altars 
and churches, (ep 23. ad Se- 
ver, p. 204..) the faithful not 
doubting that they ferve for a 
defence and a remedy. He 
mentions that their Ihrines were 
adorned with flowers, (poem. 
14.) that crowds flocked to them, 
(poem 13.) being attracted by 
the miracles wrought by them : 
for by the intercefiion of the 
martyr, (poem 18.) loft things 
were found, and the fick were 
cured. He fpeaks as an eye- 
witnefs of a raging fire, which 
had mattered all the power of 
human induflry, but was extin- 
guished by a little chip of the 
holy crofs (poem. 25.) He fent 
to Sulpitius Severn s a chip of 
that holy wood en chafed in 
gold, calling it " A great pre- 
" fent in a little atom, a defence 
" of our temporal, and a pledge 

t of eternal life," (ep. 32.) He 



made every year a journey to 
Rome to vifit the tombs of the 
apoftles, (ep. 45. ad Auguftin. 
p. 270.) and to affift at the 
feaft of SS. Peter and Paul (ep. 
17. ad Sever.) All his poems on 
St. Felix are full of teftimonies 
of his confidence in the merits 
of that faint. He prays him to 
recommend his petitions to God, 
and to be his protettor before 
the throne of his divine majefty, 
efpecially at the day of judg- 
ment, (poem. 14. p. 43) He de- 
clares that in the holy eucharift 
we eat the fame flefti of Chrift 
which was fattened to the crofs. 

In cruce fixa cava eft, qua paf- 

cor ; de cruce f unguis 
Me Jiuit 9 <vitam quo bibo, cor da 

/avo. ep. 32. p. 204. 

1 

■ 

He fpeaks often of holy ima- 
ges, and defcribes in the church 

of St. Felix at Nola the pictures 
of all the hiftories of the Penta- 
teuch ; alfo of Jofue, Ruth, 
Toby, Judith and Efter, (poem* 
24- and 25.) He fays they were 
the books of the ignorant (poem. 
24. p. 156.) He begged the 
prayers of his friends for the 
foul of his brother deceafed, 
and doubts not but they will 
procure him refreshment and 
comfort if he furfered any pains 
in the other life. (Ep. 35. ad 
Delphin, & 36 ad Amand. p. 
224.) 
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cefs of his goodnefs carries him ftill farther, for he is pleafed 
that by paying him our poor love, we fliould be moreover 
entitled to his greateft favours, and of our creditor fhould 
.make him our debtor. St. Paulinus had fpent fifteen years in 
his retirement, when upon the death of Paul the bifliop of 
Nola, about the end of the year 409, he was chofen to fill the 
epilcopal chair. Uranius, a prieft of that church under our 
faint, who has given us a fhort relation of his death, to which 
he was an eye-witnefs, teftifies that the prelate in the difcharge of 
his paftoral duties, fought to be beloved by all rather than feared 
by any. No provocations were ever able to move him to 
anger, and in his tribunal he always joined mildnefs with 
feverity. No one ever had recourfe to him who did not receive 
from him every kind of comfort of which he flood in need. 
Every one received a fhare in his liberalities, in his counfels or 
in his alms. He looked upon only thofe as true riches which 
Chrift hath promifed to his faints, faying that the chief ule of 
gold and filver confifts in affording means ro amit the indigent, 
By his liberality in relieving others he reduced himfelf to the 
laft degree of penury (e). The Goths in their plunder of Italy 
in 410, befieged Nola, and among others, Paulinus was taken 
prifoner. In this extremity he faid to God with confidence : 
tc Suffer me not to be tortured for gold and filver : for you 
** know where I have placed, all that you gave me." And not 
one of thofe who had forfaken all for Chrift was tormented by 
the Barbarians. This is related by St. Auftin (9 ). A 
virtuous lady called Flora having buried her fon Cynegius 
in the church of St. Felix, confulted St. Paulinus, what ad- 
vantage the dead receive by being buried near the tombs of 
faints. Paulinus put the quefKon to St. Auftin who anfwer- 
cd it by his book, On the care for the dead 9 in which he 

ihews that pomp of funerals and the like honours are only 

comforts 

(y) L. De Curd pro tnortuis, C. 16. 

(f) St. Gregory the Great, happened under the Goths, who 

(Dial. 1. 3. c. 1.) recounts, that lacked Nola in our faint's time. 

Paulinus of Nola fold him- But it icems more probable that 

felf to the Vandals to redeem this hillory belongs to our 

the fon of a poor widow, having faint's (uccelfour whofc name was 

before employed all he could alfo Paulinus, and who <lied in 

raile in the ranfom of other 442. For before that year the 

captive;., and that he laboured Vandals had made defcents into 

as a Have woking in a garden, till that part of Italy. Nor docs 

hit) mailer diieoveriug his merit, St. Aullin, Uranius or any other 

and that he was endued with a author mention any fucli tiling 

yiit ul piophccy, |-,ave him of our faint, 
ins liberty. borne mini: ihi* 
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comforts of the living friends, not fuccours of the deceafed : 
but that a burial in a holy place proceeds from a devotion which 
recommends the foul of the deceafed to the divine mercy, and 
to the faint's interceflion. St. Paulinus lived to the year 431* 
Three days before his death, he was viiited in his laft ficknefs 
by Symmachus and Acyndinus, two bifhops, with whom he 
entertained himfelf on fpiritual things, as if he had been in per- 
fect health. The joy of feeing them made him forget his dif- 
temper. With them he offered the tremendous facrifice, cauflng 
the holy vellels to be brought to his bed fide ( jo). Soon after 
the prieft Pofthurnian coming in, told hiin that forty pieces of 
liivcr were owing for clothes for the poor. The faint fmiling 
(aid, Some one would pay the debt of the poor. A little after 
arrived a prieft of Lucania, who brought him fifty pieces of 
filver, fent him for a prcfent from a certain bifhop and a lay- 
man. St. Paulinus gave thanks to God, gave two pieces to the 
bearer, and paid the merchants for the clothes. He ilept a lit- 
tle at night, but awaked his clergy to mattins according to his 
cultom, and made them an exhortation to unanimity and fer- 
vour. After this he lay filent till the hour of vefpers, when 
: fetching out his hands, he faid in a low voice : / have pre- 
\ pared a ^lanip for ?ny Chrijl^ Pfal. xxxi. The lamps in the 
: church were then lighting. Between ten and eleven at night, 
I til who were in his chamber felt a fudden trembling as by fome 
I ihock of an earthquake, and that moment he gave up his foul 
I to God. He was buried in the church he had built in honour 
\ of St. Felix. His body was aftui wards removed to Rome, and 
I lies in the church of St. Bartholomew beyond the Tiber. The 
workl by perfecuting St. Paulinus ferved only to enhance the 
glury of his viclory, and to procure him a double crowri. This 
I enemy is much lefs dangerous if it condemns than if it applauds 
I us. To fear its impotent darts is to ftart at fhadows. Jtfelf 
will in the end admire thofe who for the fake of virtue have 
dared to defpife its frowns. To fervc men for God as far as it 

!lics in our power is a noble part of charity : but to enflave our 
confcicncc to the mad caprice of the world is a batcnefs, a 
puiillanimity and a wickednefs for which we cannot find a 
mime. In other things zue fvrve yo//> faid the Hebiews to king 
Pharaoh, when his flaves in ligypt 5 but zoe mvfl be free to go 
"ito the nvllderncfs to Jacrijice to the God of Ij'rael. In the 
iudifpcnfable duties of religion, in the fervice of God, in the 
iiilitir of eternity, we are cilemially free: the dignity of our 
I N.uure, and our allegiance to God forbid us in this ever to be- 
I eonve flaves. Here we muli always exert an heioiek courage, 
I and boldly profefs, by our conduct, with all the hunts, that we 
I know 
I (10) Ucanitti di Obitu Pau/ixi* 
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know no other glory but what is placed in the tervice of God 
and that we look upon ignominies fuffered for the lake of vir- 
tue a§ our greateft gain and honour. We are his difciples who 
hath told us : If the world hateth you y know that it hated me firjt, 

John xv. i8. 
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St. A LB A N, Protomartyr of Britain, 

From Bedc^ UJJyer's coll e^i ion Uc. 

A. D. 303. 

TH E chriftian faith had penetrated into England in the I 
times of the apoftles, and had received an increafe by the 
converfion of king Lucius in the year 180. But the flrft per- 
secutions feem not to have reached this ifland, where perhaps the 
chriftians, in times of danger, retired to places diftant from the 
Roman colonies ; or the mildnefs of their governours, in a pro- 
vince fo remote as to feem another worlds might fometimcs 
ihelter them. But the rage of Dioclefian penetrated into thefe 
recefTes, and many of both fexes here received, by unheard of 
torments, the crown of martyrdom, as Gildas and Bcde tcftify. 
The flrft and moft renowned of thefe chriftian heroes was St. 
Alban, whofe death was rendered more illuftrious by many mi- 
racles and other extraordinary circumftances, and whofe blood 
was an agreeable facrifice to God, a glorious teftimony to the 
honour of his name, and to his holy faith, and a fruitful feed 
of divine bleflings on this country. So great was the glory or 
his triumph, that his name was moft famous over the whole 
church, as Fortunatus allures us(i). A copy of the ancient 
a£ts of his martyrdom was publifhed by bifliop U flier, and the 
principal circumftanccs arc mentioned by St. Gildas, and re- 
corded by venerable Bede (?.)- 

Alban teems to have been a Roman name, and this faint 
feems to have been apcrfon of rank, asfome ancient monuments 
quoted by Leland Uther, Alford anddelly affirm. Me was a 
native of Vcrulam, which was for many ages one of the 
ftrongeft and moft populous cities in Britain, till having fuftir- 
ed much by ficges under the Saxon conquer! it fell to decay, 
and the prcfent town of St. Alban's rofe up dole by its ruins, 

oi which no vcftiges are now to be feen 3 except funic broken 

fouiiila- 

(0 J'ottun. Poem. (2) XliR. 1, 1. e. 1* 
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foundations of walls, and chequered pavements ; and Roman 
coins have been often dug up there. The river Werlame ran 
on the Eaft, and the great Roman highway called Watlingftreet 
lay on the Weft fide of the town. Alban travelled to Rome 
in his youth to improve himfelf in learning and in all the polite 
arts, as appears by authorities which the judicious Leland pro- 
duces. Being returned home he fettled at Verulam, and lived 
there with fome dignity ; for he feems to have been one of the 
principal citizens of the place. Though a ftranger to the 
chriftian faith he was hofpitabie and companionate, and in re- 
compence of his charitable difpofition God was pleafed to con- 
duct him to the light of the gofpel, and to difcover to him the 
incftimable jewel of immortal life. He was yet a Pagan when 
the edidls of the emperours againft the Chriftians began to be 
put rigoroufly in execution in Britain. A certain clergyman, 
called by fome writers Arnphibalus, fought by flight to efcape 
the fury of the perfecutors, and Alban afforded him a flicker, 
and kindly entertained him in his houfe. Our faint was much 
edified by the holy deportment of this ftranger, and admired 
his faith and piety, and in particular his afliduity in prayer, in 
which the faithful fervant of God watched night and day. Al- 
ban was foon engaged to liften to his wholefome admonitions 
and inftruclions, and in a fhort time became a Chriftian. And 
with fuch ardour did he open his heart to the divine grace, that 
he was at once filled with the per feci: fpirit of this holy reli- 
gion, and rejoicing that he had found fo precious a treafure he 
no longer regarded any thing elfe, defpifmg for it the whole 
world and life itfelf. He had harboured this apoftolick man 
fome days when an information was given in to the governour, 
thatthe preacher of theChriftian religion after whom the ftricleft 
enquiry was making, lay hid at Alban's houfe. Soldiers were 
difpatched thither to make diligent fcarch after the man of 
God ; but he was then fecrctly fled. Chrift promifes that he 
who receives a prophet in the name of a prophet, mall meet 
with the recompence of a prophet. This was fulfilled in Al- 
ban, who by entertaining a confeflbr of Chrift received the 
grace of faith, and the crown of martyrdom. He exchanged 
clothes with his gueft, that the preacher might more eafily e- 
fcapc in that difguifc, to carry the news of falvation to others : 
and himfelf put on the Granger's long robe, called Caracalla(tf)- 

Alb4Q 



(«) The Caracal la was a long 
prment like the habit of a mo- 
'km monk, fometiines with, and 



fomctimes without a hood or 
cowl. It was originally Gaulifli ; 
An ion hi us Bafianus, ion of the 

cmpeiou- 
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Alban earneftly dcfiring to fhed his blood for Chrift, whom he 
had but juft learned to know, prefented himfelf boldly in this 
habit to the foldiers, and was by them bound and led to the 
judge, who happened at that very time to be Handing at the 
altar, and offering facrifice to his idols. When he faw Alban 
he was highly provoked at the cheat which the faint had put 
upon him by fubftituting himfelf for his gueft, and ordering 
him to be dragged before the images of his gods, he faid : "As- 
you have chofen to conceal a facrilegious perfon and a blaf- 
cc phemer, the puniftiment which he mould have fuffered, fhall 
cc fall upon you, in cafe you refufe to comply with the worfhip 
cc of our religion." The faint anfwered with a noble courage, 
that he would never obey fuch an order. The magiftrate then 
afked him of what family he was. Alban replied : « To what 
<c purpofe do you inquire of my family ? If you would know 
* 4 my religion, I am a Chriftian." The judge afked his 
name : to which he anfwered : cc My name is Alban, and I 
c * worfhip the only true and living God who created all things." 
The magiftrate faid : " If you would enjoy the happinefs of 
cc life, facrifice inftantly to the great gods." Alban replied : 
* c The facrifices you offer, are made to devils, who neither 
ce help their votaries nor grant their petitions. Whoever frail 
sc facrifice to th'efe idols, fhall receive for his reward the ever- 
* c lafting pains of hell." The judge enraged beyond meafure 
at thefe words, commanded the holy confeflbr to be fcourged: 
and feeing him bear with an unfhaken conftancy, and even 
with joy, the moft cruel tortures, he at laft condemned him to be 
beheaded. An exceeding great multitude of people went out 
to behold his execution, and the judge remained almoft alone 
in the city without attendance. In the road was a river, and 
the ftream in that part which was pent up by a wall and fand 
was exceeding rapid. So numerous was the crowd that was 
s*one out before, that the martyr could fcarce have puffed the 
bridge that evening, had he waited for them to go before him. 
Therefore being impatient to arrive at his crown, he went to 
the bank, and lifting up his eyes to heaven made a fhort prayer, 

Upon this the ftreani was miraculoufly divided, and the river 

dried 



rmpcrotir Severus, was fumamcd 
■ Caracalla* becaufc lie introduced 
the frequent ufe of this kind of 
garment at Rome. — SccAurclins 
Victor, Ferrari lib dc Re Vclliaiia 
Rom. Hoffman Lexic. Univ. 

Thorn ab Walfmgham allures 
w, that this large woollen gar- 
ment of St. Alba:z was kept in 



the church of Kly, in a tfn™ 
cheft : which was opened in ^ 
reign of J Edward 11. in UN- 
The upper pait appeared yet 
fhiined with the martyr* blouJ. 
which looked as fYefli a:> if it Uw 
been but juil Ipilt. 
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dried up in that part, fo as to afford a paiTage to the martyr and 
a thoufand perfbns. 

This river muft have been the Coin, which runs between, 
old Verulam and new St. Alban's. The executioner was con- 
verted at the fight of this miracle, and of the faintly beha- 
viour of the martyr, and throwing away his naked fword, he 
J fell at the feet of the faint, begging to die with him, or rather 
I in his place. The fudden converilon of the headfman occa- 
I fioned a delay in the execution. In the mean time the holy 
j confeflbr, with the crowd, went up the hill, which was a. 

moft pleafant fpot covered with feveral forts of flowers/ 
j about five hundred paces from the river. There Alban falling 
J on his knees, at his prayer a fountain fprung up, with the 
1 water whereof he refrefhed his thirft. A new execu- 
| doner being found, he ftruck off the head of the martyr, but 
; miraculoufly 16ft his eyes, which fell to the ground at the 
s fame time. Together with St. Alban, the foldier who had 
refufed to imbrue his hands in his bioocl, and had declared 
himfelf a Chriftian, was alio beheaded, being baptized in his 
own blood. This foldier is mentioned in the Roman mar tyro- 
logy. Capgrave calls him Heraclius ; fome others Aracliuv* 
Many of the fpedtators were converted to the faith, and fol- 
lowing the holy prieft, who had converted St. Alban, into 
Wales, to the number of one thoufand, received the facrament 
of baptifm at his hands, as HarpsfielcPs memoirs relate : but 
thefe converts were all cut to pieces by the idolaters for their 
faith. The prieft was brought back and ftoncd to death at 
Rudburn, three miles from St. Alban's, as Thomas Rudburn«, 
who was born in that place, Matthew Paris, and others affirm, 
from ancient records kept in St. Alban's abbey. This prieft 
is called by GeofFroy of Monmouth, and others, Sr. Amphi- 
balus, though bifhop Ufhcr conjectures that Greek name to 
have been borrowed from his garment, the Cahicalla. Bede 
teflifies, that St. Alban luffered martyrdom on the twenty-fc- 
cond of June, fome fay in the year 286, but moft in 303, 
j when Dioclefian began his great pcrfecution : to which (Jon- 
ftantius put a ftop in Britain the year following. Some mo- 
I denis arc offended at the abovemcntioned miracles : but the 
ingenious Mr. Collier writes thus concerning them : <c As 
" for St. Alban's miracles, being attefted by authors of fuch 
tc credit, I do not fee why they fhould be cjueftioncd. That 
tc miracles were wrought in the church at that time of day, 
l£ is clear from the writings of the ancients. To imagine 
that God fhoukl cxeit his omnipotence, and appear tuper- 
c naturally for his fervants, in no ago finee the apoftles, ir. 

u an unreafonablc fancy. For Jinee the world was not all 

iC converted 
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* c converted by the apoftles, why fhould we not believe that 
*« God fhould honour his fcrvants with the moft undifputed 
credentials. Why then fhould St. Alban's miracles be dlf- 
* € believed, the occafion being great enough for fo extraordi- 
** nary an interpolation, &c. 9 * Thefe miracles of flopping the 
river, and of the fpring rifing in the place where St. Alban 
was beheaded, are exprefly mentioned by Gildas, Bede and others. 
The place was called in the Anglo-Saxon language, Holm- 
hurft, Hurft iignifying a wood ; and this place was once over- 
grown with trees, as bifhop Ufher proves. In after- times it 
obtained the name of Derfwold-wood, and was the fpot on 
-which the prefent town of St. Albans is built. In the time 
of Conftantine the Great, a magnificent church of admirable 
workrnanfhip was erected on the place where the martyr fuf- 
fered, and was rendered illuftrious by frequent great miracles, 
as Bede teftifies. The Pagan Saxons deftroyed this edifice : 
tout Offa, king of the Mercians, raifed another in 793, with 
a great monaftery, on which he beftowed moft ample paffef- 
lions. Several popes honoured it with the moft Angular pri- 
vileges and exemptions, and all the lands poffeffed by it were 
freed from the payment ol the Romefcot or Peter- pence. The 
church is ftill {landing, having been redeemed from deftruc- 
tion when the abbey was fupprefled under Henry VIII. It was 
purchafed by the townfmen to be their parochial church, for 
the fum of four hundred pounds, which according to the pre- 
fent value of money, would be above feven times as much 
(J?). Our ifland for many ages had recourfe to St. Alban as 
its glorious protomartyr, and powerful patron with God, and 
acknowledged many great favours received from God, through 
his interceflion. By it St. Germanus procured a tri- 
umph without chriftian blood, and gained a complete victory 
both over the fpiritual and corporal enemies of this country. 
Of the rich fhrine of St. Alban, moft munificently adorned 
by OfFa, by his fon Egfrid, and many fuccceding kings and 
others, nothing is now remaining, as Weever writes (2), but 

21 

(2) Funeral Monument?, p. 555; 

(b) The abbot of St. Alban':. martyr eft Jnglorum ita *et Mas 

took the full place among the fui monajUrii Jedetn primam habtt 

mitred abbots in the parliament ; in parltatnento, which was con- 

the others fat according to the firmed by fcvcral kings, Sec 

feniority of their fummons. This Reyner, Stevens, Vol. 1. p. 17 0 ' 

precedency was granted to St. and M on ait. Angl. Vol. I. P* 

Alban by pope Adrian IV. in \>n. Dr. Willis's Hift. of Mitred 

1554. Stent B. /llbatius p-tv Abbryn, V<?U I* F» 13- 

jBcfprc 
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a marble ftone to cover the place where the duft of the 
lacred remains lies. Over againft which , on a wall, 

fome 



Before the difiblution of mo- 
nafteries in England, twenty-fe- 
ven abbots, fometimes twenty- 
nine, and two priors, almoft all 
Benediclines, held baronies, and 
fat in parliament. The abbeys 
which enjoyed this privilege" 
were, i . St. Alban's, valued at 
the dhTolution, according to the 
king's books in Dugdale, at 
2102 /. per an. according to vul- 
gar computation ; in Speed, at 
2510 /. per an. 2. Glaftenbury 
dedicated to the B. Virgin, va- 
lued at 331 1 /. in Dugdale ; at 
3500/. in Speed. 3. St. Au- 
ftin's at Canterbury, which was 
returned into the exchequer to be 
endowed, with 141 3 /. per an. 

(the cathedral priory of ChrhVs- 
church in that city being valued 
at 2387 /.) 4. Weftminfter-ab- 
bey, valued at 3471 /. in Dug- 
dale, at 3977 /. in Speed. Mait- 
land, Hift. of London and 
Wcftminfter, p. 391 obferves, 
that 3977 I at the time of 
the difTolution, was a fum equal 
to 20,000 /. at prefent : and 
thatWellminfter-abbey was with 
this yearly income far the richeft 
in all England. It alfo furpaf- 
fed all the other abbeys by the 
furprifing treafure of rich plate, 
and precious ornaments. 5. Win- 
chefter-abbcy, founded by St. 
Byrinus and Kynegilfe, the firft 
chrillian king of the Weft-Sax- 
ons, dedicated to the Holy Tri- 
nity, but in later ages called St. 
Swithin's, was valued at i^oyf. 

6. St EdmundVbury, built by 
kingCanutus, valued at 1659/. in 
Dugdale ; at 2336 /. in Speed. 

7. Ely, where the valuation of 
tjie abbey rellorcd by St. Ethcl- 



wold was 1084/. that of the 
bifhoprick 2154 /. 8. Abingdon, 
founded by Ced walla and Ina, 
kings of the Weft -Saxons, in 
honour of the B. Virgin, valued 
at 1876 /. 9. Reading-abbey, 
built by king Henry I. valued 
at 1938 /. 10. Thorney, in 
Cambridgefhire, refounded by 
St. Ethelwold, in honour of the 
B. Virgin Mary, valued at 508 /. 
1 1. Waltham, which was found- 
ed a noble collegiate church by 
earl Harold in 1062, and made 
by Henry II. a royal abbey of 
regular canons of St. Auftin, 
under the title of the Holy 
Crofs, was valued at 900 /. in. 
Dugdale, at 1079 /. in Speed. 12. 
St. Peter's in Gloucester, found - 
«d by Wulfere and Ethelred 
kings of Mercia. valued at 1 550, 
made a cathedral by Henry VIII. 
15. Tewkibury, valued at 1598/. 
It was founded in 715, by Dod~ 
do, a prime nobleman of Mer- 
cia, who became a monk at 
Pcrlhore. 14. Winchelcomb in 
Gloucefterfhire, valued at 7^9 /. 
It was fonnded by OfFa and Ke- 
nulph, kings of Mercia, 15. Ram- 
fey in Huntingdonfliire, founded 
by Ailwyne alderman of Eng- 
land, and earl of the I 7 aft- Angles, 
in honour of the B. Virgin and 
St. Bonnet, rated at 1716 /. 16. 
Bardney in Lincoln (hire. After 
being dcmoliflicd by the Danes 

in 870, who Hew there thrcce 
hundred monks, it 



wa 



re- 



built by William the Conque- 
rour. 17. Crowland, valued at 
10H7 /. in Dugdale, at 1217/. in 
Speed. 18. St. Rennet's in 
Hulni, in Norfolk, founded 

about the year £oo, valued at 
A a a 5^5 l> 
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fome verfes are lately painted, fays the fame author, to 
tell us there was formerly a fhriue in that place (c).> 

JUNE 



t;S:; 1. This abbacy was given 
by Henry Vill. to the bnhops 
of Norwich, in exchange io\ the 

eilntes formerly belonging to ihai 
fee, then valued at thcycaily in- 
come of 1050 1. From which 
time the bifhops of Norwich ie- 
main the only abbot.* in 1m in- 
land. The great monaflcry of 
the Holy Trinity in Norwich, 
was valued at 1061 1 per ann. — 
19. Peter burgh abbey, begun by 
Peada, king of Mercia in 65c ; 
rebuilt by Adulf, chancellour r.o 
kine Ed car, who became himfelf 
a monk, and died abbot oi this 
home. The revenues of this 
abbey were rated, in the twenty - 
iixth year of Henry Vill. at 
3 92 1 /. according to the clear va- 
lue in Dugdale, and at 1072 1. 
according to the computed value. 
Henry Vill. fpared this church 
out of regard to the afhes of his 
injured queen Catharine, and 
converted the abbey into an 
epifcopal fee, which is now 
charged in the king's books, 
worth zo. Battel- abbey 

in Suficx, iounded by William 
the Concpieiour, in honour ot St. 
Martin, valued at tftiol. 21. 
lvlahmlbuiy in Will flute, valued 
SUS03I. 22. Whitby, anciently 
called Stream Ihahh, founded 
l)y king Olwi in lavour oi Sc. 
Hilda, in 0^7. U was dellroycd 
by tike bv.ue:-., but rebuilt itu 
monkij alter the Conqueil, in ho- 
nour oi' St. l'cter and M. Hilda. 
2V- Selby in Yorkfliiie, begun by 
William the Comuuaour, in ho- 
nour oi" St. Pi ter and St. (jcrma- 
nuiv, rated at 729 k 24. St. 
Mary"":, at: York, built in the 
veign of .William Rulus, valued 
at \oY, j 1. in Speed. The other 



mitred abbeys were thofe of 
Shrewfnury, Ci;enceHer, Evc- 
Jhatn, faviftoek and Hide at 
Winchcfler, See Brown Willis's 
lulioiy of Mitred Abbeys. Alio 
two priors had feats in the 
houfe of lords, namely of Co- 
ventry, and of the knights of 
St. John of Jerusalem. This 
lall was ityled Primus, jtnglia 
Ba>o, and was the firfb lay 
baron, though a religious 
man. See bifliop Tanner's jW 

titia Monaftica : according to 

whole moll exa£i calculation, 
at tlie fupprcflion of religious 
houfes in England, the fum to- 
tal of the revenues of the 

. greater monafleries amounted to 
104,919 k Of the lefler 
29,702 1. Of the head houfe 
of. the knights hofpitallers or of 

.Malta in London, 2,385 b Of 
twenty- eight other houfes of that 
Order, 3,0.16 1. Of feven houfe* 

, of Trinitarians (which are all we 
find the valuation of, the reft pro- 
bably having no 1 e«l fouadati- 
on.'-)_2S7 1. 

liy an acl which was pafled 
in the parliament in March 

l } y the lnppreilion of itii 
Idler monailericb, a revenue of 
32,1.00 1. per annum came to 
the crown, be fides ioo,cool. 
in pla'c and jewels. \)y the 

greater houfes fupprciU d in 
Uie kin<r obtained a revenue ul 
! 00, c oo pounds per annum be 
fides [kite and jewels. The 
houfe:, of the knights of Malu 
were ki'/.ed by the king in 
15)0. /\i towards in 
were granted to king Kdwati 
VI. and hipprciied, 90 collegtv, 
110 hofpitals, and 237.) cluu- 

tries and free chapels- 'I I"' 

chuiche'. 
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JUNE 23. 

St. ETHELDR) DA or AUDRY, V. A 



From her life by Bede^ B. 4. cb. 19, 20. and more at large by 
Thomas , a ?nonk of Ely-y hi bis Hijiory of Ely\ in Wharton 
Jinglia Sacra* p. 597. See a if a Brad/haw* s Life of St. TFerc- 
burga^ cb. 18. 

A. D. 679. 

T. Etheldreda or Editlrudis, commonly called Au- 
DRY, was third daughter of Annas or Anna, the holy king 
of the Eaft Angles and St. Hercfwyda. She was younger 
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churches in all the northern 
kingdoms, as Denmark, Sweden, 
&c. were itripped much more 
naked by the change of reli- 



gion. 



The revenues of the clergy 
were laid only at a fourth 
part of the revenues of the king- 
dom in the twenty- feventh of 
Henry VI 11. as may be feen in 
Com pi. hill. vol. 11. p. 185. 
And Mr. Collier, in hi* Keel. 
11 lit. vol. 11. p. io:l, faith the 
revenues of the monks never 
(.lid exceed a filth part, and 
coniiJering the leaies they 
granted uj on i'mall rents, and 
euiy fines, u may truly be af- 
inniv.i ineii revenues diri not ex- 
ceed a tenth pail of the nation. 
'1 li in. i)iih,>p Tiinner, picf. p. 7. 

Mouailcij.", in Knrland are 
no H:ou: : yet juiiicc 1:. due 10 
an ok'ci- of men which v\.»:. for- 
merly an illuiliious pail <»i this 
nation, and abounded with per 
ions eminent for birth, learning, 
and piety. The veil winch 
death throws over the allies of 



good and ^reat men is facred ; 
and to call dirt upon their Ihrine 
is fliocking to the moil favagc 
barbarians. Yet this fome 
have made a point of merit, 
Bifhop Burnet fays the monks 
were become lewd and dif 
folute when their order was 
fupprefied among us. But Mr. 

Henry Wharton, under the name 
of" Anthony Harmer, in his Spe- 
cimen oi Errours in Burnet's 
Hiitory of the Reformation, 
ani'vvers this (lander in the fol- 
lowing words, (p. 42. ) 44 God 

" forbid that any profellbrs of 
chi iilhinity, much leJs the 
greatv.il pictenders to it, fliouid 
be guilty of iueh monihous 
wiekednels, or that any o- 

I hers ihould believe it oi them 
svithoui evident proof. Sine- 
ly if 1 he mouL;. had been 
vuihy of any inch thin'?, 

II could uol liuvc jlc.ijicd the 

knovlcdjy oi their vilitoi s 

who icarched und divulged 

nil ihcir iaulu with the uc- 

fc> moll 
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lifter to St. Sexburga and to St. Ethelburga who died a virgin 
and nun in France 3 and was eldeft fifter to St. Withburga. She 

was 



c< moll induftry. Nor would it 
" have been unknown to Bale, 
** brought up among them ; 
" nor omitted by him in his 
** Englifh votaries, wherein he 
41 hath fet himfelf to defame 
<• the monaftick order, and the 
" unmarried clergy with infati- 
** able malice," The fame 
learned proteilant divine and 
hifloiian, in anfwer to another 
charge of bifhop Burnet, im- 
porting, that the monks, about 
the end of the eighth century, 

had poflefled themfelves of the 
greateft part of the riches of 
the nation, fhews, (p. 43.) that 
the monks had not then proba- 
bly gained po/Teflion of the 
hundredth part of the riches of 
the nation, though they after- 
wards, in the tenth, eleventh, 
and twelfth centuries, increafed 
exceedingly in number and pof- 
fefiions. * But after all, iays 
he, they will never be found 
»« to have pofiefled above a fifth 
,c part of the nation : and con- 
iidering they were wont to 
4t leafe out their lands to lay- 
* £ men, for cafy fines, and fmall 
*' rents, they did not in reality 
** po fiefs the tenth part of the 
< c riches of the nation. Then, 
<* 301 that other charge, that 
« rhe beft part of the foil being 
< fc in iuca ill hands, it was the 
" lMttMeil of the nation to have 

*' it put to better ufes, it is al- 
ec t<»;;<::i'Cr iT»oneous. From 

** the bi^iiuiing c° the end, 
*' I'onc ever improved their 
* c I n!'';. ;mcl pojllilions to b*;t- 
** vv ad v;iiit:r.j/.'- than the 
*' monk', by buiMm<;\ cultiva- 
** tion, ami all other methods. 



<f while they kept them in their 
'* own hands." Of this Croy- 
land is to this day a manifelt in- 
ftance. ■* And when they leafed 
" them out to others, it was 
•* the intereft of the nation to 
*' have fuch eafy tenures con- 
" tinued to great numbers of 
<6 perfons who enjoyed them. 
" To this it may be added, that 
ic they contributed to the pub- 
<c lick charges of the nation 
" equally with the other clergy: 
" and the clergy did always 
" contribute in proportion above 
** the laity. So that we cannot 
'* find to what better ufes thefe 
,c pofieflions have been fince 
" put, &c." 

Bifhop Tanner alfo obferves, 
that the church lands, after the 
Conquefi, contributed to all pub- 
lick burdens equally with the 
laity. Walfingham, (p. 180) 
and Patrick (in his addit. to 
Gunton, p. 321.) fay, that z 
Richard 11. An. D. 1379, eveiy 
mitred abbot paid as much to 
the tax as an earl ; and 6 s. 8d. 
for every monk in his monaftcry. 
In 18 Edward 11. An. D. izBq. 
the abbot of Bury St. Edmund's 
paid 666 1. 132. 4. d. to the 
fifteenth. Sec Co well's interpre- 
ter, fub inte £hiittjietne . Alio 

Rymer, vol.11 p. 7c, and Ste- 
vens, A pp. p. 108. 

Of the Be ned icline Order were 
all our cathedral priories, e.v- 
c-pt Carliile, and mull of tlie 
richeft abbeys in England. 
Reyner, vol. I. p. 217 fay** 
that the revenues of the Bene- 
dictines were almolr equal u> 
thole of all the other Order;. 

Sir Robert Alley 115 fay a, then: 

W 1* 1 r 
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was born at Ermynge, a famous village in Suffolk, and brought 
up in the fear of God, In compJiance with the defire of her 
friends Ihe married Tonbercht, prince of the fouthern Girvij (a) : 
but they lived together in peipetual continency. Three years af- 
ter her marriage, and one year after the death of her father, 
Audry loft her hufband, who for her dowry fettled upon her the 
ifle of Ely (b). The holy virgin and widow retired into that foli- 
tude, and there lived five years rather like an inhabitant of hea- 
ven than one in a mortal ftate. Trampling under her feet what- 
ever at tracts the hearts of deluded worldlings, fhe made poverty 
and humility her delight and her glory, and to fmg the divine 
praifes with the angels night and day was her moft noble ambition 
and holy employ. Notwithstanding her endeavours to hideherfelf 



were in England before the re- 
formation, 45,009 churches, and 
55,000 chapels ; now only about 
10,000. Dr Bendy, under the 

name of Philoleutherus Lipii- 

enfis, in Remarks upon a late 
difcourfe of Free-Thinking, fays, 
that out of 10,000 parifh 
churches, there are 6000, the 
yearly income of which does 
not exceed 70 1. each. On the 
prefent ftate of the church re- 
venues in England, fee that 
trcatifb, and Dean Prideau 



V 



On the Original and Right of 

Tithes. 

(c) Nought but this marble 
(lone of Alban's fhrine is left : 
The work of all form elfe 
hath changing time bereft. 
Papebroch mentions another 
. Alban martyr, whofe relicks 
are honourably preferved at Bu- 
rano near Venice, 

Some have thought St. Alban 
of Mcntz, who is much ho- 
noured in a famous church 
which bears his name at Mentz, 
to be our Englifh pro to- martyr, 
as appears from Sir Thomas 
More's book again It Tindal ; 
and from Ruin art's notes on the 
nillory of the Vandal ick perfe- 



cution. But Rabanus Maurus in 
his martyrology fays, he was an 
African bifhop, who being ba- 
nifhed by Hunnerick for the 
faith, coming to Mentz, there 
fell into the hands of the Hunns, 
and was by them put to death 
for the faith, in the beginning of 
the eighth century. Mabillon, 
Annal. Ben. 1. 28. and Pape- 
broch, C. Junii. F. A. p. 68* 
upon this authority of Rabanus, 
take St. Alban of Mentz to have 
been an African : but Ruinart, 
the moft judicious fcholarof Ma- 
billon, juftly calls it in queftion. 
Monfignor Georgi, in his notes 
on Ufuard's martyrology, in- 
clines to the opinion of Ruinait. 
The great collegiate church of 
Namur was founded, in honour 
of St. Alban, by Albert II. carl 
of Namur, in 1047. The ab- 
bot of St. Alban's near Meniz„ 
enriched it with precious relicks ; 
and it is poiieflcd of a large 
portion of the crofs, which was 
font by Henry, emperour of 
Constantinople, to his brother 
Philip, earl of Namur, in 1Z05. 
This church was made an epii- 
copal cathedral by Paul IV, in 

»559 



(n) The Girvij inhabited the counties of Rutland, Northampton 
and Huntington, with part of Lincolnfhire, and had their own 
princes, dependent on the kings of Mercia. 

(A) So called from the great quantity of eels in its waters. 
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from the world, her virtues pierced the veil which flieftudied to 
throw over them, and {hone with a brightnefs which was re- 
doubled from the luftre which her humility reflected on them. 
Egfrid, the powerful king of Northumberland, hearing the fame 
of her virtues, by the moft earn eft fu it extorted her confent to 
marry him, and fhe was obliged to engage a fecond time in that 
Hate. The tradition of the church, which by her approbation and 
canons has authorifed this conduct in many faints, is a faithful 
voucher that a contract of marriage, not yet confummated, de- 
prives not either party of the liberty of preferring the ftate of 
greater perfection. St. Audry, upon this principle, duiing 
twelve years that fhe reigned with her husband, lived with him 
as if fhe had been his filter, not as his wife, and devoted her 
time to the exercifes of devotion and charity. At length having 
taken the advice of St. Wilfrid, and received from his hands 
the religious veil me withdrew to the monaftery of Coldingham 
beyond Berwick,' and there lived in holy obedience under the 
devout abbefs St. Ebba. Afterwards in the year 672, accord- 
ing to Thomas of Ely, (he returned to the ifle of Ely, and 
there founded a double monaftery upon her own eftate. The 
nunnery fhe governed herfelf, and was by her example a living 
rule of perfection to her fitters. She eat only once a day except 
on great fefHvals or in time of ficknefs j never wore any linen 
but only woollen cloths ; never returned to bed after matins, 
■which were fung at midnight, but continued her prayers in the 
church till morning. She rejoiced in pains and humiliations, 
and in her lafl ficknefs thanked God for being afflicted with a 
painful red fwelling in her neck, which fhe regarded as a juft 
chaftifement for her vanity, when in her youth atcourt fhe wore 
rich necklaces ftudded with brilliants. After a lingering 
Illnefs ihe breathed out her pure foul in profound fentiments of 
compunction, on the twenty-third of March, 679. She was 
buried, according to her direction in a wooden coffin. Her 
differ Sexburga, widow of Erconbercht, king of Kent, fuc- 
ceeded her in the government of her monaftery, and caufed her 
body to be taken up, put into a ftone coffin, and tranflated into 
the church. On which occaHon it was found uncorrupt, and 
the fame phyfician who had made a ghaftly inciflon in her neck 
■a little before h^r death, was furprifed to fee the wound then 
perfectly healed. Bede teftifies that many miracles were 
wrought by the devout application of her relicks, and the linen 
cloths that were taken off her coffin. Which is alfo confirmed 
by an old Latin hymn by hirn uifefted in his hiftory (r). This 

(<•) The monaftery of Ely being de^royed by the Danes in 870, 
it was refounded by St. Ethelwold bifhop-of Winchefter, and king 
Edgar, for monks only, and dedicated- in honour of the BlefTed 

Virgin and St. Audry,. inojo. • A bifhoprick was eretted-tiiere in * ipS. 

-.' .\ great 
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great queen and faint fet To high a value on the virtue of virgi- 
nity, becaufe fhe was inftru£ted -in the fchooJ of Chrifl: how- 
precious a jewel, and how bright an ornament that virtue is in 
his divine eyes who is the chafie fpoufe and Jover of true 
virgins who crown their chaftity with a fpirit of prayer, fincere, 
humility and charity. Thefe fouls are without fpot before the 
throne of God : they are purchaled from among men, the firfl 
fruits to God and the Lamb, being the. inheritance properly con- 
fecrated to God :. they ting a. new canticle before the throne, 
which no others can fmg, and they follow the Lamb whiiherfo- 
ever he goeth (1). 66 Whither do you think this Lamb goeth ? 
" where no other prefumes or is able to follow him ?" cries out 
St. Auftin (2). "Whither do we think that he goeth? into 
Ci what groves or meadows ? Where are found jo}'s, not like 
" thofe of this world, falfc, empty, and treacherous: nor even 
" fuch as are afforded in the kingdom of God itfelf to thofe 



« that are not virgins ; but joys difHncT: from theirs. The 
" joys of the virgins of Chrifl: are formed of Chrili, in Chrift, 
" through Chrift and for Chrift. The peculiar joys of the 
" virgins of Chrift are not the fame as of thofe that are not 
" virgins : for though others have their joys, none have fuch." 
He adds (3) : " Be folicitous that you lofe not this treafure, 
" which if it be once forfeited, nothing can reftore. The 
cc reft of the bleffcd will fee you, who are not able themfelves. 
<c fo far to follow the Lamb. They will fee you, nor will 
" they envy you ; but by rejoicing for your happinefs, they 
c< will poITefs in you what they, do not enjoy in themfelves. 
tc And that new fong which they will not be able to fay, they 
cc will yet hear, and will be delighted with your fo' excellent a 
" good. But you who fliall both fay it and hear it, will exult 
" more happily, and reign more joyfully." 

(1) Apoc xiv. (2) L..de Sancla Virgin, c. zy. T. 6. p. 354. 
(3) L. de Sancta Virgin, v. 27. T. 6. p. 354. 

On the fame Day 

St. Mary of Oignies. Her parents, who were wealthy inha- 
bitants of Nivelle in Brabant, gave her a virtu.ous education, 
and married her young to a gentleman remarkable for his piety. 
He imitated her in her long devotions and. watchings, and in the 
extraordinary anfterities whieh (he practiied. This fervent couple, 
by mutual agreement, devoted themfelves to lerve the lepers " in a 
quarter of Nivelle called Villembroke. By this abject "life they 
expofed themfelves to the radleries and contempt of their worldly 
friends: but human refpevTis were no temptation to -our fmcere- 
lovers of the difgrace of the crofs, who learned by humiliations, 
to die more perfectly to themfelves : affiduous meditation on the- 
fufferings of Chrift ,v as thei«- favourite exercife, and was to Mary 
a fource of continual tears : which, as lhe faid to cardinal. Vitry, 
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far from exhauiling her, were her refrefhment. Black dry bread* 
with a few herbs made up the flender refeclion which fhe allowed 
herfelf only once a day. When fhe fpun or worked, fhe had the 
pfalter always open before her the more eafily to prevent diftraclions, 
by frequently calling her eyes on it : for fhe feemed in all her em- 
ployments never to ceafe prailing God in her heart. She made 
every year two pilgrimages to our Lady's church at Oignies, two 
miles from the place of her abode, and her devotion to the mo- 
ther God was moll tender and remarkable.. The pious cardinal 
who has written her life, teflifies that in her prayer ftie was fa- 
voured with frequent raptures and extraordinary heavenly vifits : 
and that her converfation, which was ordinarily on God, in- 
flamed and comforted exceedingly all who fpoke to her. I know, 
fays the fame learned and pious author, that many will laugh at 
what I relate, but thofe who have received of God the like fa- 
vours, will believe and underfland me. A certain perfon of emi- 
nent piety who came from a great diftance to fee her, received fuch 
comfort, and fuch a flame was kindled in his breafl by her words, 
that he ever after continued to feel the effefts in his foul, and found 
the bitternefs, which he fuffered from his earthly pilgrimage, ex- 
ceedingly alleviated. Another who rallied his companions for 
turning out of their way to vifit the fervant of God, and refufed 
to go with them, being weary of waiting for them out of doors, 
at lail went in to haflen them out ; but was fuddenly fo ftruck at 
the fight of the faint's countenance, and on hearing her words full 
of unction and ardour, that his heart was that moment entirely 
changed; he melted into tears, and after flaying a long time to 
hear her heavenly difcourfes could fcarce be drawn from her com- 
pany. The faint on feveral occafions fhewed that fhe had received 
from God the fpirit of prophecy, and was endued with an eminent 
gift of fpiritual knowledge and counfel. Thefe graces fhe obtained 
and preferved by her profound humility by which fhe fincerely re- 
garded herfelf as the out-caft of the world, and unworthy to en- 
joy in any refpecl the rank of other creatures, and with confufion 
both thought and llyled herfelf entirely ignorant in the paths of 
virtue. She was mod watchful ovc»- her heart that nothing might 
enter it, but Jefus Chrilt and what belonged to his love. I never 
heard her let fall one word, fays our author, that favoured of the 
fpirit of this world, and fhe feafoned almoR every fentence fhe 
fpoke, with the adorable name of Jefus. She and her devout and 
moft afleclionate hufband gave all their worldly poflcflions for the 
relief of the poor ; when they fir 11 devoted themfelves to ferve the 
lepers at Villembroke. A few years before her death fhe left Vil- 
ieinbroke, where vifitants from Nivelle fomctimcs broke into her 
fblitude ; and icttlcd near the church at Oignies, in a ho life be- 
longing to a perfon of eminent virtue. She there fighed conti- 
nually in a holy impatience to go to God, and repeated ahnoft 
without intcrmiilion^rapturous afpirations of divine love, and won- 
derful praifes of God, the Trinity in Unity, and Unity in Trinity ; 
palling from the Trinity to the facrcd humanity of Cltrifl, and in- 
termixing frequent alleluias. She approached moft. frequently the 

holy eucharifl, in receiving which her countenance, through the 

ardour 
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ardour of love which inflamed her breaft, feemed to dart forth rays 
of light. In her laft ficknefs fhe was vifited by the archbifhop of 
Touloufe, by the widow of the duke of Louvain, who was then a 
devout Cifterian nun, and many other perfons of diflinction, who 
were all much edified by her faintlike deportment ; (he calmly re- 
figned her foul into the hands of her Creator in 1213, being 33, 
others fay 36 yesrs old. Her relicks are placed in a filver fhrine be- 
hind the altar at Oignies, which is a Monaftery of regular canons 
in the diocefe of Namur :■— See her life written by the devout car- 
dinal James of Vitry, once a canon regular in that monaftery, af- 
terwards bifhop ©f Aeon in Paleftine, and Jaftly of Tufculum. He 
died at Rome in 1 244, and has left us a hiftory of the Eaft, from 
the time of Mahomet, and fome other works. 

JUNE 24. 

The Nativity of St. JOHN the Baptift. 

SAINT Auftin obferves (1) that the church ufually cele- 
brates the feftivals of faints on the day of their death, which 
is, in the true eftimate of things, their great birth-day, their 
birth-day to eternal life. The fame father adds, that the Nati- 
vity of St. John the Baptift is excepted from this rule. The 
reafon of which diftin£Uon is, becaufe this faint was fanflified 
in his mother's womb, (2) fo that he was brought forth holy 
into the world : which St. Bernard (3), and many eminent di- 
vines underftand not only of an external fanctity, or deputation 
to piety, but of the gift of fan edifying grace by the re minion 
of original fin, which they doubt not to have been imparted to 
him by the prefence of our divine Redeemer in the vifit made 
by the Bleiled Virgin to St. Elizabeth. Moreover, the birth of 
the piecurfor of our Divine Saviour, was a myftery which 
brought great joy to the world, announcing its redemption to 
be at hand ; it was in itfelf miraculous, and was ufhercd in 
with many prodigies. God who had often diftinguifhed the 
birth of great prophets by figns and wonders, was pleafed in 
an extraordinary manner to honour that of the Baptift, who 
both by the dignity of his office, and by the eminent degree of 
grace and fanclity to which he was raifed, furpafled, according 
to the oracle of truth itfelf, all the ancient parriarchs and 
prophets. His father Zachary was a holy pricfl, of the family 
of A bias, one of the twenty-four faccrdotal families into which 
the children of Aaron were divided in order that they might all 
k'Yva in the temple by turns. Elizabeth, the wife of this vir- 
tu QUE 

(i) Term. 29*. (:) Luke 1. 15. 41. (3) St. Bern. ep. 1 7 4 
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tuous prieft, was alfo defcended of the houfe of Aaron, though 
probably her mother was of the tribe of Juda, file being coufin 
to the Blefled Virgin. The Holy Ghoft ailures us that Zacha- 
ry and Elizabeth were both juft, by true virtue, not by an im- 
perfect or falfe piety, which is fcrupulous in fome points only 
the better to cover certain favourite paflions ; which hypocrify 
may often obtain the deceitful fuffrage of men, but can never 
be pleafing in the divine eyes. The virtue of thefe faints was 
fincere, and perfect, 4C And they walked in all the command- 
<c meats and juftifications of the Lord without blame." So im- 
penetrable are the foldings of the human heart, that we have rea- 
son to fear the difguife of fome fecret paflions even in our beft 
adlionr; But blefled are they whom God commends. 

Zachary -ived probably at Hebron, a facerdotal town, in the 
weftern part of the tribe of Juda, in the hilly country, about 
twenty miles from Jerufalem. David, when he appointed the 
fervice of the temple that was to be built, divided the priefts 
into twenty-four courfcs, who were to officiate in the temple by 
turns, each a week at a time. Among thefe that of Ai ia was 
reckoned the eighth in the time of David (4). It was ufual for 
the priefts of each family or courfe, when it came to their turn, 
to choofe by lot among themfelves the men who were to per- 
form the feveral parts of the fervice of that week. It fell to 
the lot of Zachary in the turn of his miniftration, to offer the 
daily morning and evening facrifice of incenfe, on the golden 
altar, in the inner part of the temple called the SarMum^ or 
fanctuary ; which facrifice was prescribed as an emblem of the 
indifpcnfablc homage which all men are bound to pay to God 
of their hearts, by morning and evening prayer. It happened 
that while Zachary was offering the incenfe one day for this fa- 
crifice, and the people were praying without the {ancillary, lie 
was favoured with a virion, the angel Gabriel appearing to him, 
Handing on the right fide of the altar of incenfe. Zachary be- 
ing flruck with exceeding tcrrour and amazement, the angel en- 
couraged him, alluring him that Ids prayer was heard, and that 
in confequence thereof his wife, though fhe was called barren, 
fhould conceive- and beai him a ion : adding, Then JluAt dill 
hh ntimc Jolm, and he JbaV be incut before Uotl. Me did not 
call him great in the world, in honours, in riches or applatife ; 
thefe fa He titles being mere cmptinc/s, and fmoke ; fraught with 
fnares and fecret poiion. Nor did he fay he would be great in 
the deceitful judgment, and foohfh opinion of men who not 
knowing thin;*;: as they ai c in then delves, feldom weigh them in 
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a jtifi balance, and often give ihem name , contrary to what they 
ought to bear, calling dai knef, light, and which is bitter, fweet. 
i hit he who i'^Meat bdorcChui i:» great indeed. The praifes of our 

faint 

; ,j i Mat. xi. 1 1 . 
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faint are truly admirable, becaufe hcflowc d on him by the fove- 
reign truth : they i;;ceed ali other commendations. His matchiefs 
excellency was intimated by the name which was given him bv 
heaven ; for lie was called John, which word iigniHes one filled 
with jxrace. J"hn was chofen by God to be the herald and 
harbinger of the world's Redeemer, the voice to proclaim to 
men the eternal Woid ; the mornim- ft.ir to u flier in the fun of 
juitice, and the light of the world. it was therefore hcorriiins; 
that he fhouJd be adorned with all vi rtucs in an heroiek decree. 
Other faints a»c often particularly Hi It >-/uUhed by certain cha- 
racleriftical privileges: but John enm entlv excelled in graces 
and was a doctor, a virgin and maityr. rie was a prophet, and 
nvre than a prophet, it being his oiiicf to point out to the wor ld 
Kim whom the ancient prophets had foretold obfenrely, and at 
a diftance, . His fpotlefs innocence, his unparalleled penance, 
his fpint of piayer and retirement, his zeai and charity were won- 
derful : hut the crown of his great nefs was his profound humility. 

An early piety, and an innocence which was never denied by 
any ftain of fin is a precious grace; and the firft-fruits of a 
heart are particularly due to God, and a facrifice mod agree- 
able to him. Therefore the angel ordered that the child ihould 
be confederated to God from his very birth, for an exteriour 
mark of his holy dcfHnation ; and for an emblem of the necef- 
fttv of leading a mortified life in the practice of virtue, this hea- 
venly meflenger enjoined that he fliould never touch wine, or 
anv other intoxicating liquor The angel added, that he was 
holy, and filed with an extraordinary meafure of grace by the 
Holy Ghoft, even from the womb of his mother. lay this ex- 
traordinary fan&ity wad the JJaptiA prepared to take upon him 
the high fundi ion of a preacher of penance, in order to convert 
the degenerate children or Ifiaei from fin to godlinefs, to unite 
their' hearts by the practice oi piety to the holy patriau.hs their 
anceflots, and to make them a perfect people to the Lord, that 
they mkrjit he dil'pofed to receive the falvation which Chrifl 
hr.)U'»ht them. For John was ehofen to walk before ilim, in 
the like i'piiit and power with winch l-lias wit! appear to pie- 
pa:e men for Fib* fecond eoming to judge the world. 

That the miracle of the ]Japtdl\s birth might he more evi- 
dent, Klh/abeth was at that time advanced 111 year, and ,u> 
(ordirvrlo the courfe of nature pall child- heat ing. God hid 
in ordained it, that this faint might be the fruit of Ioikj. and 

earnefl: prayer, the ordinaiy channel of his graces. My this 

ciicum- 

i/t) S/\- t pvr, the word ufed in of the grape, and common in 
the text, aeirordinj; to St Cluyfo- J'.-delliue. I'ut the etymology 
Itoin, Tlvoderct and other*-, expu-tfei. any infoxicating htitior. 
iiKvuiti chief! v pnliii-tree uine See iiyii. CJii ic. Cahnet, «ic 
vvineh L little inicriour to wn.c 
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circumftance parents are admonifhed with what alHduity and 
fervour they ought to addrefs themfelves to God to obtain his 
blefling upon their offspring. Zachary was amazed at the ap- 
parition, and at the wonderful things he heard, and begged 
a fign might be given him which might afcertain to him the 
effect of thefe great promifes. The angel to grant his re- 
queft, and at the fame time to (hew he might have reafonably 
acquiefced in the marks given him in the vifion itielf, anfwer- 
ed, that from that moment he mould continue dumb till fuch 
time as the child was born. On the following Sabbath-day 
the week of his miniftration expired, after which he returned 
home. Elizabeth conceived, and in the fixth month of her 
pregnancy was honoured with a vifit from the mother of God, 
in which, at the prefence of the world's Redeemer, the Bap- 
tift was fancYified yet in his mother's womb. On this occa- 
sion, the blefted child, yet unborn, was, by an extraordinary 
privilege, favoured with the ufe of reaibn ; was the firft among 
men who beheld Chrift, and knew him before he faw the light 
with his corporeal eyes. Inexpreflible was the miraculous 
joy with which his foul was overwhelmed to behold him pre- 
fent, whom the ancient prophets rejoiced fo much only to fore- 
fee in fpirit. Whence it is added, that he leaped for joy in 
the womb (£). Elizabeth, after nine months, brought forth 
her fon, who was circumcifed on the 8th day. On that 00 
cafion the reft of the family were for having him called by his 
father's name, Zachary : but the mother, by divine infpira- 
tion, faid his name mould be John. The father confirmed 
the fame by writing, and immediately recovering the ufe of 
his fpeech, broke out into the divine praifes in the moft pro- 
found fentiments of love and thankfgiving, and joyfully pro- 
claimed the infinite mercy, with which God in his moft ten- 
der bowels was pleafed to vifit his people of Ifrael, and the 
nations which were featcd in the fhaacs of death. In the like 
fervent difpofitions of gratitude and praife, ought we to re" 
cite, with the church, the infpired canticle of this holy pro- 
phet. We poflcfs the infinite treafure of divine grace in frail 
veiiels, and walk continually upon the brink of precipices, and 
am id ft rocks and dangers ; therefore we are bound always to 
fear, and to ufe the utmoft caution, left we fall, and lofe this 
moll precious of all excellent gifts. To teach us with what 
watchful nefs and care we are bound to prefcrve, and carneftly 
labour continually to improve it by an humble and peniten- 
tial life, by alluluous prayer, by an application to the practice 
of all good works, and a Scrupulous flight of dangerous occa- 
fions, the Baptift was infpired by the Holy Ghoft to retire in 
liiii tender years into the wildernefs. There he devoted him* 

(/;) iVhildonaius in l.uc. 1. 41. 
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felf to the exercifes of holy prayer, leading a moft auftere pe- 
nitential life. His garment was of a rough camel's hair, f girt 
about him with a leathern girdle, and he allowed himfelf no 
other food than what he found in the defert, wild honey and 
locufts (r). Thefe are a kind of large grafshoppers, and are 
ufed in thofe countries as a coarfe food when dr^fTed^ but St. 
John eat them raw. Of this his retirement Origen writes 

(5) . " He went into the defert, where the air was more 
tfi pure, the heavens more open, and God more familiar, that 
" till the time of his preaching was come, he might employ 
" himfelf in prayer in the company of angels." And again 

(6) , " He had neither fcrip nor fervant, nor fo much as a 
" poor cottage to flielter himfelf in from the inclemency of the 
" weather. He remained in the defert even when he began to 
" preach penance." St. Jerom writes (7), " Neither the ten- 
" dernefs nor the riches of his devout parents could hold him 
" in their plentiful houfe amidft dangers from the world. He 
" lived in the defert, and difdained to behold other things 
<c with eyes which coveted to fee Chrift. His raiment was 
" coarfe, his food locufts and wild honey : all which things arc 
" conducive to virtue and continency." St. John by his re- 
tirement calls upon us to difengage our hearts from the ties of 
the world, and frequently to imitate in our clofet his exercifes 
in the wildernefs. The world is like a perfpe6tive, which can 
only be feen in the true point of light at a diflance. By holy 
retirement, and by converfing often with heaven, the fafcinatiori 
of its inchantments will fall from before our eyes, and we fhall 
fee that it has nothing which ought not to be to a chrifhan 
heart an obje<£r of contempt, abhorrence or dread. It is made 
up of vanity, and danger and fin. Its goods and enjoyments 
are fhort- lived and uncertain; and in themfeJvcs falfeand emp- 
ty: its pains real and grievous ; and its proniiics treachery 
and deceit. It is now fo worn out, and its cheats are fo clear- 
ly difcovered by long experience, according to the obferva- 
tion of St. Auftin (8), that it ought long ago to have loft its 
falfe painted charms. Gcrfon compares (9) thofe who feck lor 

hap- 

(?) Orig, Horn. 11. in Luc. (6) Orig. Horn. zc. ib. (7) Kp. 
ad Rullie. (8) Ep. 45. ad Arment. (9) Serxu. coiitr Avar. 

(0 Wild honey is that which countries LocuAs arc brought* to 

is found in trees, in which bees market in large quantities, hut 

frequently lodge their combs in are cat only by the common 

I'.iluMine and other countries. people, cither fried in nil, or 

1'Ocnlh; are reckoned among the dried in the fun. See Stnplrton 

1 lean meats, Lev xi. zi. The fAntidora KvauneJica in JYJ.ut. 

■uicients mention them as a com- iii.j Canifju;; [1 1 . de con i?pre- 

nion food in Africa, i'crfia, Sy- lis verhi Dei, c. 4.*) and Sy 

r i«', and Palciline. Modern nopfi.s C ritic. Corn a ' ;»p. and 

t'avcllcr* allure uk, in /bine Calmer. 
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happincfs in it, to fools who fhould, with great pains, feek 
for roles and tulips on nettles and briars, which inftead of 
yielding flowers, can only prick and wound their hand*. It 
Is covered with a thick darknefs, which intercepts the fi^ht 
of heavenly things, it is filled with Glare:; in every part, and 
its vanities and pleafures are fraught with deadh poifon. We 
muff enter it with a holy fe-r, muft convene in is. with vvatcii- 
lulncis, and continually fortify our fouls againit the infec- 
tion of its air by the antidotes of frequent meditation, prayer, 
and (elf-denial, according to the excellent advice of St. Fran- 
cis of Sales (10J. Xhus Ihall we learn to live in the world fo 
at) not to he of it, to ufe it as if we ufed it not, and pofl'efs 
it fo as not to be po (felled or captivated by it, 

(10) L. 4. Ep. 46. 

On the fame Day 

'I he Martyrs of Rome under Nero. Tertullian obfervc*. 
that it was the honour of the Chrjftian religion that Nero, the 
moil avowed enemy to all virtue, was the Hilt. Roman cmperour, 
who declared againit it a mo ft: bloody war. The fanccity and purity 
of the manners of the primitive chriftians, was a fufHcient motive to 
ltir up the rage of that monller : and he took the following occa- 
fiou to draw his (word againit them. The city of Rome had been 
let on tire, and had burnt nine days, from the nineteenth to the 
twenty -eighth of July, in the year 64 ; in which terrible confla- 
graron out of the fourteen regions or quarters into which it was 
'then divided, three were entirely laid in allies, feven of them were mi- 
fer bly defaced and filled with the ruins of half-burnt build- 
in«;s, and only four entirely efenped this difaftcr. During this 
hornb'e tragedy , Nero came from Antium to Rome, and leatcd 
liimieli* on the top of a tower upon a neighbouring hill , in the the- 
atric.'ii uiefs of a mulician, finging a poem which himfelf had coni- 
pjfeu on the burning of Tioy. The people accufed him or 
heing die author of rhi:. calamity, and laid he caufed fire to be 
fet to the cit\ , rh it he might glut his eyes with an linage of the 
Inn in of i'roy Tiliemontt Crevier and other judicious critirL. 
make 110 doubt (nit he w.t:. the author of this calamity. Suetumii:* 
Dim L'aiiiuu j ofttively charge him with it. Tacitiu indue: 
iiouh>, wh.iiier the lire was owing to accident or to the wicuvu- 
nei:. of the piincc; hut by a circumlhince which he mcniiom. \> 
aj-'-caii. ni.it the ilame was at leall kept up and Jpivad for lu\vi;.l 
day:* by the tyrant's orders. l'or feveial men hindred all that at- 
tempted to cxiniguHh the lire, and increafed it by throwing lights 
toichc, among the houir;,, laying they were ordered lo to do. 1" 
uhith, had ihey been private villains, they would not have b'Vii 
hippoMed and hacked, hut brought 10 jullice. Ucfulcs wln n Un- 
lit.: i:.ul raged ieven days, and deilroyed eveiy thing from the gie.i: 
Ciicu:, at "tin: foot at mount Palatine, 10 the fartke; end ni t lie 

Ivliinilne, and had ceafed lor want of fuel, the building being . i» 
1 that 
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that place thrown down, it broke out again in Tigellinus's gar- 
dens, which place increafed fufpicion, and continued burning two 
days more. Beiides envying the fate of Priam, who faw his coun- 
try laid in afhes, Nero had an extravagant paflion to make a new 
Rome, which ihould be built in a more iumptuous manner, and 
extended as far as OJtia to the fea : he wanted room in particular 
to enlarge his own palace. Accordingly, he immediately rebuilt 
his palace of an immenfe extent, and adorned ail over with gold, 
mother of pearl, precious fcones, and whatever the world afforded 
that was rich and curious, lb that he called it the Golden Palace. 
But this was pulled down after his death. The tyrant feeing himfeif 
detefled by all mankind as the author of this calamity, to turn orT 
the odium and infamy of fuch an action from him felf, and at 
the fame time to gratify his hatred of virtue, and his thirfl after 
blood, he charged the chriftians with having fet the city on 
fire. Tacitus teilincs, that nobody believed them guilty : yet the 
idolaters, out of extreme averfton co their religion, rejoiced in 
their punifhment. ^ 

The Chriftians therefore were fei/.ed, treated as victims of the 
hatred of all mankind, infulted even in their torments and death, 
and made to ferve for fpeclacles of divcriion and fcorn to the peopJe. 
fc'ome were clothed in the fkins of wild bealls, and expofed to dogs 
to be torn to pieces : others were hung; on crofTes fet in rows, and 
many perifhed by flames, being burnt in the night time that their 
execution might ferve for fires and light, fays Tacitus (d). This is 

farther 
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f d) The words of Tacitus are : 
Nero, in order to fubititute, in 
his own rtcad, vi£tirn:> to the 
publick indignation on account 
of the fire, inflicted the molt 
cruel torments on a feel of men 
already dctcllcd for their oiinca 
vulgarly called Chrillians. 
Some of them were .mcllcd, 
and owned themfelvci. Chrif- 
tians, and on iheir informa- 
tions a creai number were ta- 
h< n, whom it wa.v leta cafy to 
tonvict of being inceiKlinrits, 
than of oblhnatelv hating all 
mankind. 'I hen- j nniihmciU 
war, made a fpurt of ; Ionic 
were cove led v»iih Jkui:. of 
heaiL. to maLc tlo^:; devour 
them : oihe;i. were cruciiied ; 
and others again, wrapped up 
in cloths co . » ! i ll with pitch 
ami hi iuillonr, u ere burnt in 
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" Thefe puniflnnents wes in- 
" flic'ied in tlie emperour's gaj- 
" dens ab a light, whilit he di- 
" verted the people with chariot- 
races, mixing with the crowd 
in a coachman \ dref.-, or fcat- 
cd on a carr, and holding the 
rein;;. Thence arofc pi ty that 
wasfelc for a fet of men, ically 
guilty, and deferving the woi !{ 
'* of pimiihments, but, who on ih.it 
'* oecailon were facrliiced to the 
" inhuman plcafure or one, and 
" not to the good of the whole." 
'J'ai itu:. airells their innocence 
even when he load* them wuh 
reproaches Yet he t. i.hi only 
ta\ them in gcneial uhh being 
enemies 10 mankind, IvcauJe 
they fcpaiated 1 lum- icl v,". from 

the corruption u, t|; c - wo.'.ti. 

w;^ ugai 11 null I. en v\ Jicn he fav , 
1 hey limn und agamil o.«e .mo- 
cJn-r. /..II t , , J, lialtn aj hiibu v 



1 ' 



730 St. PROSPER of Aquitain, C. June 2 5 , 

farther illuftrated by Seneca (i), Juvenal (2), and his commenta- 
tor, who fay, that Nero punifhed the magicians (by which impious 
name they meant the Chriftians) caufing them to be befmeared over 
with wax, pitch and other combuftible matter, with a iharp fpike 
put under their chin to make them hold it upright in their torments, 
and thus to be burnt alive. Tacitus adds, that Nero gave his own 
gardens to ferve for a theatre to this fpeclacle. The Roman max- 
tyrology makes a general mention of all thefe martyrs on the twenty 
fourth of June, ftyling them the difciples of theapoftles, and thefirft 
fruits of the innumerable martyrs, with which Rome, fo fruitful in 
that divine feed, peopled heaven. Thefe fufFered in the year fixty- 
four, before the apoAles SS. Peter and Paul, who had pointed out 
the way to them by their holy inftruflions. After this commence- 
ment of the persecution, laws were made, and edicts publiftied 
throughout the Roman empire which forbad the profelfion of the 
faith under the moll cruel torments and death, as is mentioned by Sul- 
pitius Severus, Orofius (3) and others. No fooner had the imperial 
laws commanded that there mould be no Chriftians, but the fenate, 
the magiitrates, the people of Rome, all the orders of the empire, 
and every city rofe up againft them, fays Origen (4). Yet the peo- 
ple of God increafed the more in number and ftrength the more 
they were oppreffed, as the Jews in Egypt had done under Pha- 
Taoh. 

* 

(1) Seneca ep. 14. (2) Juven. Satyr. 1. v. 156. Z35. (3) 
L. 7. c. 7. (4) L. contr. Celf. 
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St. PROSPER of Aquitain, C. 

From bis own and St. An ft in* $ writings. See Ceil Her T. 1 4. 

A. D. 463. 

SAINT Profper is furnamed of Aquitain to diflinguifli hini 
from a bifhop of Orleans, and others of the fame name. 
His birth is ufually placed in the year 403. His works ihew 

that in his youth he had happily applied himfelf to the ftuuitf 

of 



witnefles they were ever ready to 
confefs openly the name or their 
heavenly mailer, and to fuller 



with joy the greats ft torments, 
rather than betray their brethren 
to purfccuiioiL 
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of grammar, and all the branches both of polite and facred 
learning* On account of the purity and fandtity of his man- 
ners he is called by thofe of his age, a holy and venerable man 
(i). He lived in Provence, and probably at Marfeilles, when St. 
Auftin's books On Correction and Grace, were brought thither- 
Certain priefts and others of that country had been offended at 
that father's writings again ft the Pelagians, pretending that the 
neceflity of divine grace,which he eftablifhed with the catholick 
church, deftroyed free- wi IK They granted it to be clear from 
faith and holy fcriptures, that no good action conducive to eter- 
nal life can be done without a co-operating fupernatural fuccour 
or grace : but they thought it a neceflary condition to free-will 
in man, that the beginning or firft defire of faith, or any other 
fupernatural virtues and actions (which being grounded upon 
faith lead to eternal life) fhould be the work of free-will, with- 
out the aid of grace ; ufing the comparifon of a fick man, who 
firft defires a cure himfelf, by which defire he is moved to call 
in a phyfician. This errour was called S emipelagianifin 9 and in 
reality gave the glory of virtue to the creature in its firft mo- 
tion or defire, contrary to the doctrine of the Apoftle and of 
Chrift himfelf. St. Auftin's book On Correction and Grace 
ferved only to make them louder m their complaints. Hi- 
lary, a holy, zealous and learned lay-man, an acquaintance 
of St. Auftin, undertook the defence of his works, and of the 
faith of the church, and engaged St. Profper in the fame caufe. 
Our faint does not appear to have been any more than a lay- 
man ; but his virtue, extraordinary talents and learning rendered 
him a proper perfon to oppofe the progrefs of herefy. By the 
advice of Hilary he wrote to St. Auftin, informing him of 
the errours of thefe priefts of Marfeilles ; and that holy doe- 
tor compiled two books to confute and injlruft them ; the 
firft, On the Predeftination of the Saints : the fecond, On the 
Gift of Perfeverancc. Hilary had alfo wrote to him on th« 
lame fubject. This happened in 428, and 429. 

Thefe two books were- fufficicnt to convince the Scmipela- 
ftians, but did not convert their hearts. They therefore had re- 
course to calumny, and accufed St. Auftin and his friends of 
teaching a ncccflitating grace which deftroys free-will. One 
lvufinus, a friend of St. Profper, furprifed at thefe reports, cleared 
to he informed by him of the flate of the queftion. The faint 
imfwered him by a letter yet extant, in which he explains the 
holy faith which they defended, and the errours and ilanders o* 
their enemies. The Scrnipchu/ians declared that they would 

Vol. II. B b b Hand 

(0 Victor apud Euchcr. in Cyclo Pafch. j> f* m 
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fland by the deciiions of the pope. Profper and Hilary, out of 
a motive of zeal, went as far as Rome : and pope Ccele- 
ftine, upon their information, wrote a dogmatical letter, 
to the bifhop of Marfeilles and other neighbouring prelates 
againft thofe enemies of grace, in which he highly commends 
the dodtrinc of St. Auftin. This happened after the death of 
that ho)y doclor in 431. The troubles weie not yet appeafed; 
and our faint faw himfelf under a neceflity of entering the lifts 
with his pen. Bis poem, On the Ungrateful^ appeared about, 
the year 431. By that name he meant the Semipelagians who 
were ungrateful to the divine grace, though they were not then 
cut off from the communion of the church. This work, the 
mailer- piece of our faint, is written in moil elegant verfe. He 
fays in it, that the fee of St. Peter, fixed at Rome, prefides over 
the whole world, poflefTing by religion what it had never fub- 
dued by arms [a). He moft beautifully demonftrates the ne- 
ceflity of grace,, efpecially for divine love. (£) He has left us 
ievcral other leiler works (c). Su 

{a) Ptjtcm fubeuntcm prima recidit 
Secies Roma Petri, qua.- pnji oralis honoris 
Fast a caput Muudo, quicquid non pojfidet armis 
Relhgwne tenet. De Jngr. p. 119. 

[ : .\ }jhio redeimetur o.mans, et a?nor quern conferit ipfe ejl > p. 147. 
j\ r /7 Deus in ?iobis pr&tcr Jua dona corona t, p. 178. 

(l) To this excellent poem are the famous abbot of Marfeilles, 
joined his other vcrfes, name- author of the book of the Confe- 
ly, a poem entitled, The Epi- rences of the fathers, in the 13th 
taph of the Neftorian and Pela- conference had advanced, that the 
gian herefies, and two epigrams beginning of faith is from our- 
againft the enemies of Sc. Au- felves. St. Profper would not 
ftin, Sec. TheSemipelagians pub- name fo great a man, but wrote a 
lifhed many calumnies againft book entitled, Againft the Col- 
him, and drew falfe confequenccs lator, in which he takes to 
from his doclrine. One Vin- pieces twelve erroneous propofi- 
cent, publilhed about fix teen tions of that author, and (hew* 
.flandcrous proportions againft his principles were already con- 
the ianve. The author might demned by the church, in its 
perhaps be Vincent the Gaulifli decrees againft the Pelagians, 
pricft, mentioned by Gcnnadins, He clofes this work by an ex- 
whoaffilled at the council of" Riez, liortation to bear the enemies 
in 439. Sr. Profper, refuted this of truth with patience and mo- 
double let of calumnies ; by deration, to revenge their hatred 
two hooks, the one entitled, only by a return of fincere lovo 
Againft the Objections of the and charity, to avoid difputc 
(inula, the other Againft the with thofe who are incapable ot 
Objections of Vincent. His hearing rcafon, and to pray 
book to two prielhi of Genoa, without ceahng that lie who is 
I. an eyplii ation of certain pro- the •ri^in, and fourcc <>f all 
poiitions of St. Aullin. Cilflia.ii, things 
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St. Leo the Great, being chofen pope in 440, invitedfl Sc. 
Profper to Rome, made him his fecretary, and employed him 
in the moil: important affairs of the church. Our faint 
crufhed the Pelagian hercfy, which began again to raife its 
head in that capital. Photius afcribes its final overthrow to 
the zeal, learning, and unwearied endeavours of St. Profper 
(2). Marceiliiiusj in his chronicle, fpeaks of him as ftHS 
living in 463. His name occurs in the Roman martyrology 
on this day. The moll complete edition of his works is thaC 
printed at Paris in Folio, in 17 with his life translated 
from the Memoirs of T^illemont. 

Without the fuccour of divine grace we can do nothing ("3)3 
we cannot fo much as form one good thought conducive to 
eternal life, nor take the lean; ftep towards God by fupernatu- 
ral virtue. 6C As the eye of the body, though perfectly found, 

B b b 2 6C cannot 

(z) Photius Cod. 54. (3) John xv, 



things, would vouchfafc to be the 
beginning of all our thoughts, de- 
iires words, and aclions. St. 
Profper's Commentary on the 
Ffalxns is imperfecl in the firil 
part, and only an abridgment 
of that of St. Auftin. His book 
of Sentences confifts of four- 
hundred fentences drawn from 
St. Auftin's works, which give 
an excellent abftracl of his 
doctrine on grace. St. Prof- 
per's chronicle begins from "the 
creation of the world, and ends 
in 4$$. The chronicle which 
bears the name of Tyro Prof- 
per, is only, the fame mangled 
and adulterated by fome Pela- 
gian impoilor, who has filled it 
with calumnies againfl l 6t. Au- 
ftin. The elegant poem of a 
luilhand to a wife, is of that 
;i£;e, though nut the work of 
our faint, any more than the 
Look, On Providencv. whicli was 
writ by foine Pelagian, about 
the year 416. 'J "lie two books, 
Un the vocation of the Gentiles, 
writ again 11 the PeJngi:. n;., arc 
quoted by pope delating in .\<)£, 
but as the woik of an anoui- 
oun tatlioHck doctor ; though 



by different writers it has been 
improbably afcribed to St. Prof- 
per, Sc. Leo, St. Axnbrofcj and 
Hilary. The famous letter to 
the virgin Demetriades, whom 
Pelagius had endeavoured to 
feduce into his errours, is an 
exhortation againft his artifices. 
It wai written by the author of 
the books, On the vocation of 
the Gentiles : confequently 
feems falilv afcribed to St. Prof- 
per. The book, On the Pro- 
niifes of God, was compiled 
by an author of the fame age 
with St. Profper, whofe name 
has been wrongfully prefixed to 
ir. It contains an export lion of 
feveral prophecies relating to 
Chrifl, Antichrill, &c. The 
three book;, On the Contem- 
plative Life, hare been by Ibme 
thought rhe work of our faint ; 
but by the telHinony of St. 1 ii - 
doje oi" Seville, ( Du Script, 
f. 1 :'.) &c. ate proved to )ie the 
production of Julian Pomeiiu% 
an A i 1 iean monk, alieiwaul;. an 
abbot in Kraiue. near A 1 ai iciHe'., 
tov/.'.rds the end of the !:.\!h 
i-unt'i: y. ^ev Ci d'icr, T. * 
p .1;/. 
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«« cannot fee unlefs it be aflifted by the light j fo neither can 
« a man live well but by the eternal light which is derived 
« f rom God," as St. Auftin fays (4). God, who defires that 
all men be faved, offers this treafure to everyone, enlightening 
every man that cometh into this world (5). If we neglect to pray 
affiduoufly for this divine fuccour, if we are not felicitous faith- 
fully to preferve and improve this moft excellent gift of God, 
we are Pelagians in condufl, though we condemn their erro- 
neous principles : for we ungratefully defpife the divine mercy, 
deftroy in our fouls the principle of our fpiritual life, and of 
eternal glory, and trample under our feet the price of Chxift's 
facred blood. The graces which we reject, are feeds which 
would fruaifv to a hundred-fold ; they are talents, which if 
put out to the' banker, would be multipled : faithfully corre- 
sponded with, they would make us faints : but the abufe of 
them will be our greateft crime, and our beavieft condemna- 
tion. Wo to thee, Corofain, &c. 



On the fame Day 



M.vmus bifhop of Turin, C. He was one of the lights of the 
fif£ N££E and indefatigable in preaching the word of God, 
£g«S; take, notice s for which fund. on he eminently quah- 
fil^rnfrlf bv making the holy fcriptures the fubjeft of his con- 
rinual £y and meditaVion. He aflifted at the council of Mi an 
£ £,f nd at that of Rome under pope Hilary, in 465, in which 
latttr he fubferibed the firft after the pope. He died fpon afte 
this year We have a conf.derable number of his homil.es extant 
on the principal feftivals of the year and on feveral faints, as St. 
S-enhen St Agnes, St. Laurence, St. Cyprian, &c. In his ho- 
Iflv on the holy martyrs Oaavius, Aventius and Solutor, whofe 
« !ck. were kept at Turin, where they had received their crowns. 
S favs " All the martyrs are to be honoured by us, but elpeci- 
^Z 'thofe whofe relicks we poffefi. They, affift us b, ^ their 
«• prLers: thev preferve us as to our bodies ,n this his, and re- 
« cefve us when\ve depart hence " In his two homil.es On 
Thankfaiving, ( 0 he earnellly inculcates the duty of paying daily 
the homage If praife to our Creator, for which he recommends the 
Pfalr^ • he ftrongly infifts that no one ought ever to negleft morn. 
Pfalm* . W W hi thankfgiving before and alter every 

"fai he exhons aU persons to make^he lign of the crofs before 
'.S?nn favine " that by the fign of Jefus Chrift," .devoutly 
33? a buffing Ts S 'enfured tons in all things." We have fevera 
nfed) a Diewng Ma3 - imus i n the new edit on of St. Ambrole t 

° th l r s fer Tnd M.billon £) has'pnblilhed twelve others. In the fifth 
T IL ^claims aeainft the abufes of New Year's Day, repre- 
SSJS^ST o^making prefents to the rich at that = 



S Aug. 1. de Nat. & Grat. c. 26. T. 10 ($) ]ohnl 
( 4 ) b ( - 0 A p l ^ 3> 44 _ (2) Mufsmrn Icalicum, T. t. P9- 
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without giving alms to the poor, and condemns hypocritcal formali- 
ties of friendship in which the heart has no fliare. The tenth is 
written " Againft hereticks who fell the pardon of fins," whofe 
pretended priefts exacted money for absolving penitents, initead of 
bidding them do penance, and weep for their offences. M. Mura- 
tori, in his Anecdota (3) has given us feveral other homilies of St. 
Maxiraus from a manufcript of the Ambrofian library above one 
thoufand years old. written in Longobardick letters. From thofe 
on St. Eufeibus of Vcrcelli it appears that the author was himfelf a 
native of Vercelli : The name of St. Maximus occurs in the Ro- 
man martyrolpgy, and feveral leffons from his homilies are inlcrted 
in the Roman breviary. — See Cave, Labbe de Script. Eccl. Ciellier. 

St. William of Monte -Vergine, founder of the religious Con- 
gregation of that name. Having loft his father and mother in his 
infancy, he was brought up by his friends in great fentiments of 
piety, and at fifteen years of age, out of an carneft defire of lead- 
ing a penitential life, he left Piemont his native country, made an 
auftere pilgrimage to St. James's in Galicia, and afterwards retired 
into the kingdom of Naples, where he chofe for his abode a de- 
fert mountain, and lived in perpetual contemplation, and the ex- 
ercifes of moft rigorous penitential aufterities. Finding himfelf 
difcovered, and his contemplation interrupted, he changed his ha- 
bitation and fettled in a place called Monte Vergine, iituate be- 
tween Nola and Benevento, in the fame kingdom : but his 
reputation followed him, and he was obliged by two neighbouring 
priefts to permit certain fervent perfons to live with him, and imi- 
tate his afcetick practices. Thus, in 11 19, was laid the foundation 
of the religious Congregation called de Monte Vergine. The faint 
died on the twenty-fifth of June 1 142, and is mentioned in the 
Roman martyrology : — See his life by Felix Renda, and Helyot 
Hift des Ord. Relig. 

St. Adelbert, C. He was a prince of the royal blood of the 
kings of Northumberland ; but having forfaken the world to 
devote himfelf to the fervicc of God, he joined St. Willibrord 
in his apoftolick labours rin Lower Germany about the year 
700. He converted great part of Holland and Friefeland, was 
chofen archdeacon of Utrecht, and having happily finifhed his 
courie about the year 740, died at Egmond, which town is thought 
to have been fo called from Eggo, lord of the place, and the great 
patron of our faint. The tomb of St. Adelbert at Egmond became 
iHuftrious by many miracles. Thierry, count of that country, 
which was fhortly after called Holland, founded in honour of St. 
Adelbert, in that place, in the beginning of the tenth century, a 
Benedictine abbey, which was flrft built of wood, as were moft 
churches before the tenth century, according to the remark of die 
author of Batauia Sacra. The name of St. Adelbert Hands in the 
Roman martyrology. — See Mabillon Szec. 3. Ben. part. I. p. 631 : 
The Bollandilts on this day, Miracus in Faftis Belgicis, and above 
all, Batavia Sacra, printed An. r/54, p. 44. 



(3) Anecdot. T. iii. p 4 6. 
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SS. JOHN and PAUL, MM. 

^ 1 ^ H E Y were both officers in the army under Julian the 
JL Apoftate, and received the crown of martyrdom, probably 
in 362, under Apronianus prefect of Rome, a great enemy or 
the chriftians- Thcfe faints glorified God by a double vic- 
tory : they defpifed the honours of the world 3 and triumphed 
©ver its threats and torments. They faw many wicked men 
profper in their impiety, but were not dazzled by their ex- 
ample. They confidered that worldly profperity which at- 
tends impunity in fin is the naofr. dreadful of all judgments. 
And how falfe, and fhort-lived was this glittering profperity 
of Julian, who in a moment fell into the pit which he himfelf 
had dug ? But the martyrs, by the momentary labour of 
their conflict, purchafed an immenfe weight of never-fading 
glory : their torments were by their heroick patience, and in- 
vincible virtue and fidelity, a fpeclacle worthy of God, who 
looked down upon them from the throne of his glory, and held 
his arm ftretched out to flrengthen them, and to put on their 
heads immortal crov/ns in the happy moment of their victory. 
An old church in Rome, near that of SS. Peter and Paul, bore 
the name of SS. John and Paul, as appears by the calendar pub- 
liflicd by F. Fronto. They have a proper office and mafs in the 
facramentaries of St. Gelafius and St. Gregory the Great; alfo in 
the ancient Gallican liturgy. In England the council of Oxford 
in 1222, ordered their feltival to be kept of the third clafs ; that 
is, -with an obligation of hearing mafs before work. Plow famous 
the names of SS. John and Paul have been in the church ever 
fince the filth century, is fet forth at large by Rondininus (1). 
'J lie faints always accounted that they had done nothing for 
Chrift fo long as they had not refilled to blood, and by pour- 
ing forth the la ft drop, complcatecl their facri/ice. livery ac- 
tion of our lives ought to fpring from this fervent motive, ami 
coniccration of ourfelvcs to the divine fervice with our whole 
strength ; v/c niuft always bear in mind, that we owe to 
God [by innumerabla titles] all that we are : and after all wc 
can do, arc unprofitable fervants, and do only what we arc 
bound to do. Uul how bafe is our iloth and ingratitude, who 

in 

I 0 y<"innt it Pau/o 3 (ontmqttc Bafdica vsta-a monument a in 
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in every ad¥ion fall fo much fhort of this fervour and duty J 
How does the blood oi the martyrs reproach our lukewarm- 
nefs ! 

On the fame Day 

St. Mazewtius, Abbot in Foitou. He was bom at Agdc, anJ 
chriftened by the name of Adjutor. He was placed by his pious 
parents from his infancy in the monaftery of St. Severus, and 
formed to piety by that holy abbot, who never loft fight of him, 
and continually inculcated to him, that every thing on earth is 
full of fnares and temptations, and that unlefs we live in conti- 
nual" watchful nefs, and circumfpedtion, the devil befieges us To 
clofe, that it is impofiible for us not to be furprifed by him. Tin; 
youth, by walking always in holy fear, was fo happy at 10 pre- 
fer vc his foul free from whatever could defile it. He lied with 
oreat dread, the applaufe of men, as the bane of virtue. To avoid 
this danger, he Hole away into a difiant country, but, after two 
years, was found, and brought back by his . parents and friends. 
The fear of the efleem of men again forced him abroad, and go- 
ing into Poitou, he changed his name into that of Maxentius, and 
put himfelf under the direction of a virtuous abbot named Aga- 
petus. The brethren were ft ruck with admiration to fee one fo 
perfectly difenga'ged from the earth, fo humble, fo mortified, 'io 
full of charity, and fo enlightened in the paths of falvation ; and 
tlvey unanimoufly chofe him their -fuperiour. In hi 5 devotions he 
ieemed animated with the ipirit of David, when he compofed his 
nfalms, and in his inflrudlions with the -zeal and charity of John 
the Baptift. Aufterc towards himfelf, he flu wed in all his ac- 
tions, that he fought only that food which never perifhes. Follow- 
ing the example of Agapetus, he laid down his ofrice as foon as 
it was poflible for him to do it, and (hut himfelf up in a remote 
cell. But the monks obliged him Hill to continue to direct them 



by his councils. Clovis, the king of the French, was then 
war with Alarick king of the Vifigoths who reigned in Spain, Lan- 
j'Qiidoc, and Aquitain. A barbarous army was Hopped by die 
iaint'b prefence from plundering tlic monaftery ; and a foklicr wJio 
attempted to llrike him, was fer/.cd with a numbncfi, which con- 
fmued till he wax. cured by the faint. Nature on many ccvalion* 
obeyed his voice, as St. Gregoiy of Tour . relate... Si. Maxem < 
tlted about the year $i5» and is named in the Roman mailyioln; r. 

St. Vioimus, B. of Trent, M. Thi:, faint iucreedi-.l A bun. 
dantius in the cpifcopal fee of Trent in 38c. lie U^j-.d ol Si; 
Ainbrofe, who was his metropolitan, rules lor hi . coi.duri in 
minillry, which that holy prelate ji,ave hun in :« lot,-., ierrrr, \n 
which he exhorted him vigorously to uppoie tin ■ piai live of ufmy 
and the cullom of Chrillwna intcrmai ry'niy. v. iiii ujJuu- i. . Thee 
nmamed ilil) many idolater:; in tlu- valley', of flu: fiioC 'e nfTn m, 
vvlvo adored Saturn and other falic divimi h- .. Si. V i- ilhis lenc 
\ \) . Siiinnins, MLartyriu*, and Ale.%:iud«:i, (<> j.i.suh i!i J.ufh 1,, 

* b b jl ih :i;x 
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them, and afterwards wrote their a£ls, or a narrative of their mar- 
tyrdom in a fhort letter to St. Simplician, St. Ambrofe's fuccef- 
four, and in another longer to St. Chryfoftom. He looked on 
their glory with a holy envy, and condemned himfelf as a mer- 
cenary and a coward, fo long as he faw his own crown deferred. 
His labours, however, were at length recompensed with the hap- 
p nefs of laying down his life for Chrift. The ancient calendars 
rank him among the martyrs, and Fortunatus tells us, that in feck - 
ing death he found life, being llain for the faith by a troop of 
inhdel peafants. Ufuardus fays, they murdered him by a mower 
of Hones, and places his martyrdom in the confulfhip of Stilico, 
which happened in 400, or 405. Surius confounds this faint with 
another 01 the fame name, who lived one hundred years later. 



B. RAINGARDA, Widow. 



From her life written Ly her Jon Peter Maurice, fur named the 
Venerable, abbot of Cluni, /. 2. Ep. 17. See U 1 Andilly. 
Vies des Peres, T. 1 . 



RAINGARDA was by birth one of the principal la- 
dies of Auvergne and Burgundy : but the maxims of our 
holy faith had, from her infancy, given her a relifli and 
cftecm only for other riches, and other nobility than thofe of 
the earth. She took no delight in the pomp which fur rounded 
her, but fighed after the liberty of the faints, as a captive 
fighs for his enlargement, or a baniflied man for his own 
country. When any lover of the heavenly Jcrufalem came 
to viiit her, it was her great cumfoit to converie with fuch a 
one on the happinefs of the life to come. She often proiira- 
tcd hcrfelf on the ground before the fervants of God, and 
bathing thc * ir fcct with her tcais, carncflly begged their play- 
ers, and lamented with bitter fighs, that fhc was not able to do 
all the good file dt fired. She was married to Maurice, a noble- 
man of fuitablc birth and foitune, and a pcrfon alio of emi- 
nent piety. J/i her choice of this Hate, flic confultcd only 

motives of religion, and by camelt prayer^ endeavoured 1 
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to draw down the divine blefling upon her undertaking, be- 
ing fenfible that a happy marriage is the great fource of hap- 
pinefs in life, and a powerful help to virtue ; but that any 
poifon in this fountain, communicates itfclf very far, infects 
with bitternefs all the pleafures of life, and endangers all mo- 
ral and chriftiari duties. With the obligations or" a married 
life, file joined the exercifes of the moft perfect chriftian 
piety. She continued her former practices of devotion, for 
which fhe always found time enough, becaufe, though fhe gave 
all poflible attention to her family affairs and duties, yet fhe 
was more covetous of her time than the moft avaricious man 
is of his money ; and fhe took all precautions not to iofe 
her precious moments in idle converfation or fuperfluous 
amufements. The education of her children was one of her 
moft weighty concerns. She never ceafed moft earneftly to 
recommend them to God. From their early infancy (he ufed 
every method to prevent the firft fallies of dangerous paf- 
fions, and taught them meeknefs, humility and patience ; fo 
that virtue fcemed in them almoft to fpring from nature it- 
fe3f. Xo inure them to a life of temperance, mortification 
and penance, (he took care to train them up in habits and 
maxims of fevere fobriety and abftemioufnefs. Good 
example is like an inheritance entailed by a parent on 
a fon, and almoft an infallible means of conveying the vir- 
tues of one to the other. If parents are virtuous, children 
will eafily, and as it were naturally take the fame caft, unlefs 
cliifipation and bad company abroad adulterate or efface the 
ideas of the good they fee at home. 

When Raingarda fecmed to have fully difciiar^ed hcrfclf 
of this her duty towards her family, fhe began earneftly to 
defire an opportunity of living to God alone. A conference 
five had with B. Robert Arbriflel, gave her a ftroncr inclina- 
tion to confecrate hcrfclf to the divine fcrvicc in the monaftcry 
of Fontevrault. Her hufband Maurice joy fully came into her 
propofal, and determined to enter among the religious men of 
tlie fame Order. Hut before he could execute tin;; deiipn, he 
fell lick, and was taken out of the world. Alter his funeral 
was over, and Ihe hail put her affairs in order, fhe retired to the 
Henediciine monaltery of Marligny, which alter the death of 
B. Robert, /he preferred to Fontevrault. A gallant train of 
jH-ntiemen attended her to the gate of the monaflery, endea- 
vouring by intreaties and tears to draw her from hci rcfoJution. 
Hut fhe took her leave of them, laying with a Hern counte- 
nance : 4t Do you return into the vvoi hi : for my part i go to 
tc God." Dining the remainder of her life: fhe extenuated 
her hotly by labour, and confecrated her heart to cumptiuelion, 

and 
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and her eyes to tears. She ferved every one with as much 
affeSion, as if every nun had been her own daughter. No 
employment, not even that of Cellcrcr, feemed ever to inter- 
rupt the conftant attention of her foul to God. Thus fhe 
lived many years. In her lair, ficknefs, arte: having received 
the Extreme Unction and Viaticum, Ihc maae this prayer : 
* c Lord Jefus Chrift, I very well know where this my body 
<c will be lodged. It will find an ab;de i*i the earth. But 
* c what retreat wilt thou this night afford my Hu) ? Who will 
tc receive or comfort it ? No one can do it hu;: thylelf, my Sa- 
** viour ! Into thy handy I commend this thy creature 1 am 
4C a moft ungrateful fmner : but I now afk of thee that mer- 
4C cy which 1 have always implored, and to thee [ recommend 
*■ my foul and body." After being laid on afhc^ ihe expired 
with great tranquillity, June 24, 1135 (a). How ufclefs and 
impertinent are the fcenes and amufements of the world, in 
which fo many fquander away that time which was given them 
to prepare for eternity ! How infignificant and capricious are the 
lives of many, who make here the greateft figure. The faints 
filled all their moments with good works and great actions ; 
and whilft they laboured for an immortal crown, they found 
the greateft fhare of prefent happinefs, of which this life is ca- 
pable, to fall in their way, without even looking for it. Even 
in their afflictions virtue afforded them the moft folid com- 
fort, pointed out the remedy, and converted their tribulations 
into the greateft advantages, 

JUNE 



(a) Her fon, Peter Maurice, 
became firft a monk, and after- 
wards abbot of Cluni, and by the 
fanclity of his life, obtained the 
furnaine of Peter the. Venerable. 
He engaged Peter Abailard to 
retract his errours, and in a fpi- 
-it of penance, in his old n^c, 



to take the monaftick habit at 
Cluni. Peter was much employ- 
ed by popes in many impor- 
tant affairs of the church, and 
died in n 56. He left fix books 
of" letter.,, fevcral icrmona, 
hyuio.s, and other piou'j tracU. 
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St. I R E N M V S, Bifliop of Lyons, M. 

Sea Tillewonty T. 3. Ceil Her,, 7. 2. p. 135. Orft, T. 2. F. 
€olonia^ Hift. Liter aire de la Pi lie de Lyons. Sac. 3. p. 103. 
andDonu MaJJiiet? 2 a bis edition of this father's works. 

A. D. 202. 

I S faint is hirnfelf our voucher that he was born near 
JL the times of Domitian ( 1), confequcntly not in the clofc, 
as Dupin conjectures, but in the beginning of Adrian's reign, 
about the year 120. He was a Grecian, probably a native of 
LeflerAfia. His parents who were Christians, placed him under 
the care of the great St. Polycarp, bifhop of Smyrna. It was 
in fo holy a fchool, that he learned that facred fcience which 
rendered him afterwards a great ornament of the church in 
the days of her fplendour, and the terrour of her enemies. St. 
Polycarp cultivated his riling genius, and formed his mind to 
piety by precepts and example; and the zealous fcholar was 
careful to reap all the advantages which were offered him by 
the happinefs of fuch a matter. Such was his veneration 
for his fancYity, that he oblerved every a£Uon, and whatever 
he law in that holy man, the better to copy his example, and 
learn his fpirit. He Jiftencd to his infrructions with an infa li- 
able ardour, and fo deeply did he engrave them in his heart, 
that the impreilions remained moll: lively even to his old age, as 
he declares in his letter to Florinus, quoted by Eufebius (2). St. 
Jerom informs us, that St. Ircnseus was alio a fcholar of Papias, 
.mother difciple of the apoftles. In order to confute the herc- 
i.ejj of that age which, in the three firft centuries, were gene- 
rally aconfufed medlev drawn from the molt extiavagant iyitems 
of the Heathens and their philofophcrs joined with chriftianity, 
this father ftudicd diligently the mythology of the Pagans, and 
made himfelf acquainted with the moll ah fin d conceits of their 
i'hilofophers, by which means he was qualified to trace up 
uery errour to its lources, and fut it in its full light. On thi* 
•■ecoum he is ilyled by Tertullian (3), " The molt diligent 

" /bare her 

( ! ) IS 5. c. 30. (2) L, 5. c. 20.-7- Sec St. lVJycain's life. (3) 
contra Valent. c. 5. 
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* 6 fearcher of all doctrines." St. Jerom often appeals to his 
authority. Eufebius comniends his exa£f.nefs. St. Epiphanius 
calls him * c A moft. learned and eloquent man, endowed with 
" all the gifts of the Holy Ghoft."Theoderet ftyles him " The 
cc light of the weftern Gauls. 

The great commerce between Marfeilles, and the ports of 
Lefler Alia, efpecially Smyrna, made the intercourfe between 
thofe places very open. The faith of Chrift was propagated 
in that part of Gaul in the times of the apoftlcs 5 and from 
thence foon reached Vienne and Lyons, this latter town bcine 
then by the advantage of the Rhone no lefs famous a mart 
than it is at this day. Whilft the defire of wealth encouraged 
many to hazard their perfons,amidft the dangers of the feas and 
robbers, in the way of trade, a zeal for the divine honour and 
the falvation of fouls was a more noble and more powerful mo- 
tive with others to face every danger and furmount every diffi- 
culty for fo glorious an atchievement. Among the Greeks and 
Orientals, whom we find crowned with martyrdom with others 
at Lyons and Vienne, feveral doubtlefs had travelled into thofe 
parts with a view only to carry thither the light of the gofpel. 
St. Gregory of Tours informs us, that St. Polycarp himfelf 
fent St. Irenneus into Gaul, perhaps in company with fomc 
priefr. He was himfelf ordained prieft of the church of Lyons 
by St. Pothinus ; and, in 177, he was fent deputy in the name 
of that church to pope Eleutherius to intreat him not to cut off 
from the communion of the church the Orientals, on account 
of their difference about the celebration of Eafter, as Eufebius 
^4) and St. Jerom (5) take notice. The multitude and zeal 
of the faithful at Lyons ftirred up the rage of the Heathens, and 
gave occafion to a tumultuary and moft bloody perfecution, of 
which an account has been given June 1 1. St. Ircnaeus gave 
great proofs of his zeal in thofe times of trial ; but furvived the 
fiorm, during the fir ft part of which he had been abfent in his 
journey to Rome. St. Pothinus having glorified God by his 
happy death in the year 177-, our faint upon his return was 
chofen the fecond bifliop of Lyons, in the heat of the perfecu- 
tion. By his preaching he in a fhort time converted almoit 
that whole country to the faith, as Sr. Gregory of Tours tcfii- 
iies. Eufebius tells us that lie jroveinrd the churches of Gaul ; 
but the faith was not generally planted in the more- remote pro- 
vinces from Marfeilles and Lyons before the arrival of St, Dio- 
ivylius ami his companions in the following century. 

Com moth is lucceeding his father Marcus Auivlius in the em- 
pire in 1K0, though an effeminate debauched prince, rclloreil 

N l) haif. 1. 5. e. 4. (5) St. llicr. Calal. c. 29. 
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peace to the church. But it was clifturbed by an execrable 
fpawn of herefies, particularly of the Gnoflicks and Valenti- 
nians. St. Irenseus wrote chiefly againft thefe laff, his five 
books Againft Herefies. Xhe original Greek text on this work 
was moft elegant, as St. Jerom teftifies. But, except fome 
few Greek pafTages which have been preferved, only a Latin 
tranflation is extant, in which the ftyle is embarrafTed, diffufive 
and unpolifhed. It feems to have been made in the life time 
of St. Irenaeus, and to be the fame that was made ufe of 
by Tertullian, as Dom Mafluet {hews (6). This Valentinus 
was a good fcholar, and preached with applaufe firft in Egypt, 
and afterwards at Rome. We learn from Teitulliun (yj, that 
he fell by pride and jealoufy^ becaufe another was preferred 
before him in an election to a bifhoprick in Egypt. He firft 
broached his herefy in Cyprus, but afterwards propagated it in 
Italy and Gaul (a). When Florinus who had been his fellow- 

difciplc 

(6) In op. St. Ircnan DifT. 2. p. 101. (7) L. contra Valent 

c. 4. 



(a) St. Irensus in his firft book 
gives us in detail the ridiculous 
dreams of Valentinus concerning 
the progeny of thirty Clones, an 
imaginary kind of inferiour dei- 
ties, which this heretick pretend- 
ed to be produced by the eternal, 
invifible and incomprchenfible 
God called Bathos or Depth, and 
his wife Ennoia or Thought, o- 
therwife called Sige or Silence. 
Thefe chimeras he forged from 
Hcliod's book of the gene- 
ration of the Heathen gods, and 
fome notions of Plato j and fome 
truths he borrowed from the go f- 
pcl of St. John. St. Iremeus re- 
futes him by the holy Scriptures, 
by the Creed of which he men- 
tions almoll all the articles, ami 
by the unanimity of all churches 
in the fame faith, to which he 
oppofes the disagreement of the 
here ticks among themfelves ; for 
there was not a difciplc of Va- 
lentinus who did not correct or 
change his mailer's dnclrine. He 
mentions feveral of their varia- 
tions, and defenbe* at length the 



fuperflitions and impofturcsof the 
herefiarch Mark who, in confecra- 
ting chalices filled with water and 
wine, according to the chriftian 
rite ; made the chalices appear fil- 
led with a certain red liquor,which 
he called blood, and who allow- 
ed women to confecrate the holy 
myflerics. The faint gives alfo 
a hiftory of the other firft hcrc- 
tlcks. In his twenty-fecond book 
he {hews that God created the 
univerfe, and refutes the fyllem 
of TEones. He teftifies [ 1. 2. c 
57. ed. Ken. ojim. c. 32] that 
Chrillinns wrought miracles in 
the name of the Son of CJod. 
,k Some, fays he, call out devils 
44 truly and moll powerfully, fo 
tC that they who have been dcli- 
44 vered, moll frequently have 
• t turned believers : others have 
li the foreknowledge of future 
44 events, vifions and prnphctick 
44 fayings : othcn< cure the fu k 
** of any difeafe by the imp ofi- 
** tion of hands. Some peribni 
44 that wcie dead, have been 
" laifed ag-.n'n, ;:nd have con 

*' linnet 
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difciple under St. Polycarp, and was afterwards a prieft of the 
church of Rome, blafphemoufly afnrmed that God is the au- 
thor of Jin, and was on that account depofed from the prieft- 

hood 3 



" tinued among us many years. 
" Nor can we Aim up the mira- 
*' culous works which the church, 
*' by the gift of God, performs 
*' every day, over the whole 
" world in the name of Chrift 
t( Jefus." And in the preceed- 
ing chapter, fpeaking of thedif- 
ciples of Simon Magus who pre- 
tended to miracles, or magical 
delufions, he writes : " They 
*' cannot give fight to the blind, 
«' nor hearing to the deaf, nor 
«* caft out all devils, but only 
«< fuch as they themfelves have 
«« fent in. So far are they from 
«* raifmg the dead, as our Lord 
• « raifed them, and as the apo- 
« £ Ales did by prayer, and as in 
< £ the brotherhood oftentimes is 
«« dene, when the whole church 
« e of the place hath begged it 
«' with much faAing and prayer, 
" the fpirit of the dead man 
«' hath returned, and the man 
«« hath been given back to the 
* £ prayers of the faints, fcc.'Thus 
he afiigns the gift of miracles as 
a mark of the true church. Sec 
this firft teAimony quoted by Eu- 
febius, Hilt 1. 5. c. 7. who af- 
fures us himfeU' that fomc re- 
mains of the miraculous powcri 
continued in his time, in the 
fourth century. (Demonft. Evan- 
gel. 1. 3- P 109- and 132.) I ke 
iatne author fpeaking of the fuc- 
ceAburs of the apoAlcs at the 
end of the fir A, and beginning 
of the fecond a<;c, fayr,, They 
<< went about with God's co-o- 
*< penning grace ; for even then 
£t the divine fpirit performed vc- 
<* ly many mirnclei by them." 



£u£o%oi Svvecjuei? ipzcy&v. In the 
middle of the fecond century St. 
JuAin, martyr writes : ,c There 
" are prophetick gifts among us 
" even till now." Xloepck ^yuf 

gi^lAUrrk is'iy. And among thefe 
gifts he reckons up miraculous 
powers, as healing the fick, call- 
ing out devils, &c. p. 315, 330. 
The teAimonies of St. Theophi- 
lus, and all other writers of thofe 
times are no lefs full and exprefs. 

St. Iremeus in his third book 
complains that when the here- 
ticks are preAed by Scripture, 
they elude it by pretending to 
fly to tradition ; but that when 
tradition is urged againA them, 
they abandon it to appeal to the 
Scriptures alone ; whereas both 
Scripture and tradition confute 
them. He obferves that the apo- 
ftles certainly delivered the truth 
and all the myfteries of our faith, 
to their fucceflburs the paAors : to 
thefe therefore we ought to have 
recourfe to learn them, efpecially 
" to the greateA church, the 
" moA ancient and known to all, 
ee founded at Rome by the two 
il moA glorious apoAles Peter and 
" Paul, which retains the traditi- 
u on which it received from 
" them, and which is derived 
" through a fucccfTion of bifhops 

down to us. Shewing which 
*' we confound all who, any- 
*' way, out of felf conceit, love of 

applaufc,blindncf5 or falfc per- 
'* iuafions, embrace what ought 
u not to be advanced : for to this 
<( church (of Rome), on account 

of its chicfer prelidentfliip, it 

'* it ncccAary that every church, 

" that 



June 28. St. IREN JEUS, Bifhop of Lyons, M. 745 

hood, St. Irenaeus wrote him a letter entitled, " On the Mo- 
" narchy or Unity of God, and that God is not the Author of 
46 fin," which Is now loft. Eulcbins quotes from it a paflage 
»n which the father in the mofi tender manner reminds him 
with what honour their common m after Sr. Poly carp, had he 
been living, would have heard inch impieties. Ficrinus was by 

this 



tf< that is, the faithful every 
" where, addreJs thcmfelvcs, in 
' ,k which church, the tradition 
" from the apoltles is every where 
" preferved." To Ihe \v this liic- 
ceflion in the Roman church he 
names its bilhops, faying that SS. 
Peter and Paul chofe Linns to 
govern it after them ; who was 
Jucceeded by Anacletus, Cle- 
mens, Evarhtus , Alexander, 
bixtus , Telefphorus , Hygi- 
nus, Pius, Anicetus, Soter and 
Elcutherius, who is now the 
twelfth bifhop of Rome, fays he. 
St Irenseus adds chap. 4. What 
fhould we have done if the apo- 
ftlcs had left us no writings ? 
We mould certainly have follow- 
ed this channel of Tradition. As 
many barbarous nations poliefs 
the faith without the ufe of wri- 
ting ; v. ho would ilop their ears 
were they to hear the blafphc- 
mies of the hcreticks, who on 
the contrary have nothing but 
the novelty of. their doflrinu to 
fliew ? for the Valentin inns were 
not before Valentin us, nor the 

Marcionitcs before Marcion. All 
thefc arofe much too late. In 
hi;, fourth booh he proves the 
unity of the Ciodhead, and teaches 
fc. 17. 1 8-] that Clu iiL abolilhing 
die ancient facrifices iniLituted 
die clean oblation of his hotly 
.uid blood to be oJlered evciy 
where as is foretold in Malaehi. 
Me gives the multitude of mar- 
tyrs as a mark of the true church, 
flying the hcreticks cannot boall 
die like advantage though /oine 

lew oi them have Ixcu m : i glcd 



with our martyrs. [I. 4. c. 3;. J 
In the hfth book he proves our 
redemption by ehnii, and the 
rcfurreciion of the dead ; and 
again [ c. 6. ] mentions the 
prophetic k gifts and other mira- 
culous powers as then fub lift- 
ing in the church. He makes a 
recapitulation of the heretics he 
had confuted, and fays that their 
novelty alone Suffices to confound 
them. Pie adds Tome remarks, 
on the coming of Antichrift, and 
from a mi flak en interpretation of 
a p aflame of the Apocalypfe re- 
ceived 'rum his mailer Papias, 
lu infers the mih'enarian reign 
of Chr : Jl on earth with his elect, 
before the mil judgment in fpi- 
riiual pleafures (not in carnal de- 
lights, which was the herefy of 
LeiinUnb and others). This opi- 
nion was loon after exploded by 
consulting the tradition of the 
church, according to the rule of 
St ireiKeus: though the millc- 
riarian fyjlem lias been revived 
by i'everal Lutherans in Germany 
and among the Englifh I'rotcf- 
lantb by Dr Wells notes on the 
Apoc. and form: others. 

'J he works of St. Irenaiux 
were pubhfhcd by Prafnms, then 
by J ( ". I'euardeiit, and in 1702, 
bv Giahe, thnimh this kill editor 
olteu made too bold with the 
text. l#om Mafluet, a IJene- 
(liuinc Mauriil monk, gave 11 c 
the moll con eel edition in 1710. 
Pfaflins, a I aithernn, in 151^, 
published Iroin a manukript in 
thelilnary of l uiiu, /our uth.'r 

IjagiiiCiits ul tin* lathei. 



* c cornpai 
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this letter reclaimed from his errour, but being of a turbulent 
proud fpirit, he foon after fell into the Valentinian herefy. On 
which occafion St. Irenaeus wrote his Ogdoade, or confutation 
of Valentinus's eight principal Eones, by whom that herefi- 
arch pretended that the world was created and governed. In 
the end of this book, the faint added the following adjuration 
<c prefer ved by Eufebius : cc I conjure you who tranfenbe 
<c this book, by our Lord Jefus Chrift, and by his glorious 
* c coming to judge the living and the dead, that you diligently 

pare your copy, and correct it by the original." By 
this precaution, we may judge of the extreme care of the fa* 
thers in this refpect, and how great their abhorrence was of 
the impudent practice of fome hereticks in adulterating wri- 
tings. One Blaftus, a prieft at Rome, formed a fchifm, by 
keeping Eafter on the fourteenth day of the fir ft moon, 
and to this fchifm added herefy, teaching this to be a divine 
precept (8). He was depofed from the priefthood, and St. 
Irenacus wrote againfr. him his treatife On fchifm. The difpute 
about Eafter being renewed, pope Victor threatened to ex- 
communicate the Afiaticks : but was prevailed upon to tole- 
rate for fome time that practice of difcipline by a letter of St. 
Irenaeus, who intreated and advifed that, confidering the circum- 
fiances, a difference of practice might be allowed, in like manner, 
as the faithful did not all obfervc in the fame manner the faft of 
Superpofition, or of one or more days without taking any fuf- 
tenance in holy week, but fome kept it of one, others of 
two, others of more days (9). Thus the pope's fever icy pre- 
vented theft; falfe teachers who pretended the legal ceremonies 
to be of precept, from drawing any advantage from this practice 
of the Orientals ; and the moderation of St. Irenceus preferved 
fome from a temptation of finning, by obftinacy and difobedU 
ence 'till an uniformity in that important point of difcipline, 
could be more eafily eftabliflved. 

The peace, which the church at that time enjoyed, afforded 
our faint leiiure to exert his zeal, and employ his pen to great 
advantage. Commodus began his reign with extraordinary 
moderation; and though 'no afterwards funk into debauchery 
and cruelty, yet he never pcrfecuted the Chriitians. Me was 
poifoncd and ill angled in 19?., being 31 years old, of which 
he had reigned 1?.. Periinax, an old man, was made cm- 
perour by compulfion, hut reigned only eighty feveu days, al- 
ways trembling tor his own ialety. 1 Icing clh eined too fru- 
gal and rigorous, he was Jlain : and the puetorian guards, who 
had ohen made and unmade cmwerouib at pleafuie, whom 

the 
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the never gainfaytng fenate confirmed, on that occaiion debaicd 
to the laft degree the dignity of the Roman empire by expofing 
it to fale by publiek auction. Didius Juiianus and Sulpicianus 
having feverai times outbid each other, when the latter had 
offered five thoufand drachms, Juiianus at once rofe to fix 
thonCa.iid two hundred and fifty drachms, which he promifed 
to give every foldier : for v/hich price he carried the empire. 
The fenate confirmed the election, but the purchafer being 
embarralTed to find money to acquit himfclf of his engagement, 
was murdered iixty-fix days after ; having dearly bought the 
honour of wearing the purple, and of having his name placed 
among the emperours. Severus was next advanced to the 
throne , by a part of the troops, and acknowledged empe- 
rour.bythe fenate. Niger and Albinus were proclaimed by 
different armies : but Severus defeated the firft by his generals 
in 194, and the latter himfelf near Lyons in Gaul, in 197. 
The Chriftians had no fliare in thefe publiek broils. Tertui- 
iian at that time much extols the fidelity of the Chriftians tp 
their princes, and fays, none of them were ever found in 
armies of rebels, and particularly, that none of them were 
ever engaged in the party, either of Niger, or of Albinus (b). 
It is evident from the whole feries of the hiftory of the Ro- 
man emperours, that the people, from the days of Auguftus, 
never looked upon that dignity as ftriclly hereditary (c). The 

Vol.: II. C c c confirmation 

( b) Nunquam Albtntani nec Nigrzani nec Cajfiani iwvtniri pot iterant 
Chrifliani. Ten. ad. S cap. c. 2. 



(«•) This point Dr. Hicks might 
have taken for granted, and 
have fparecl himfeif. the pains he 

was at, to prove it in his Jo- 
via/i. The fenate, from the time 
tiiat it firfl: was compelled to 
choofe a mailer, could no more 
oppofe an .election of ah cmpe- 
rour made by* the armies', than 
it could with Hand the will of 
an emperour. So weak was it be- 
come, that when fome of that 
body complained, that it was 
deprived of all cognizance of 
ilate allairs, Domitian paid it 
a mode' compliment, by vouch- 

fifing to'co'nfuk it what was the 
bell way oi 'drolling a hugu tur- 
boL, which had been icat him 



for a prefent. Which grave, de- 
liberation, with -the flacieries of 
the fenacors to the tyrant upon 
that occaiion, as portending vic- 
tories and triumphs, is faco- 
tiouJly defcrib'ed by Juvenal. 
But nothing fhews more noro- 

rioufly the llavery of ihe len i':e, 
than the moil abject ll.ttiesiea 
which it bellowed on Caligula, 
Nero and Helio^abalm for their 
mofc ouirageous adsoi nnulnefs 
and inhuman tyranny. NiT-a hh- 
lla tiding its dependence,; he decree 
ofcliii* luprerAe comt wa.. at lea't 
;t U.lenin enre<< iih arion, :iud tli; 
definitive ceremony in in/; mot* 

ir-aponain! n£U or' ihitc, ' 1 
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confirmation of the fenate in the name of the whole Ro- 
man people, feems to have been regarded as the folemn act of 
ftate, by which an emperour was legally invefted with that fu- 
preme dignity : on this account the Chriftians every where 
acknowledged and faithfully obeyed Severus. He had alfo 
other obligations to them. Tertullian tells us (10), that a 
Chriftian, called Proculus, cured him of a certain diftemper, 
for which benefit the emperour was for fome time favourable 
to the Chriftians, and kept Proculus as long as he lived, in his 
palace. This Proculus was the fteward of Eubodus, who was 
a freed man of the emperour Severus, and by him appointed 
to educate his fon Caracalla. Tertullian mentions this cure 
as miraculous, and joins it to the hiftory of devils caft out. 
This cure is confirmed by Pagan writers (11). Yet the cla- 
mours of the Heathens at length moved this ungrateful empe- 
rour, who was naturally inclined to feverity, to raife the 
fifth perfecution againft the church. For he was haughty, 
cruel, ftubborn and unrelenting (d). He publifhed his bloody 
edicts againft the Chriftians, about the tenth year of his reign, 
of Chrift 202. Having formerly been governour of Lyons, 
and eye-witnefs to the nouriuYing ftate of that church, he feems 
to have given particular inftruclions that the Chriftians there 
ftiould be proceeded againft with extraordinary feverity ; unlefs 
this perfecution was owing to the fury of the particular magi- 
ftrates, and of the mob. For the general mafTacre of the Chri- 
ftians at Lyons, feems to have been attended with a popular com- 
motion of the whole country againft them, whilft the Pagans 
were celebrating the decennial games in honour of Severus. It 
feems to have been ftirred up, becaufe the Chriftians refufed to 
join the idolaters in their facrifices. Whence Tertullian fays in 
his Apology : " Is it thus that your publick rejoicings are 
<c confecratcd by publick infamy (e) !" Ado, in his chronicle, 
fays that St. Irenaeus fufFered martyrdom with an exceeding 
great multitude. An ancient epitaph, in leonine vcrfes, inferib- 
cd on a curious mofaick pavement in the great church of St. 
Jrcnseus, at Lyons, fays, the martyrs who died with him, 
amounted to the number of 19,000 (f). St. Gregory of 
Tours writes, that St. Irenaeus had, in a very (hort time 
converted to the faith almoft the whole city of Lyons ; and 

that with him were butchered almoft all the Chriitians of that 

populous 

(10) L. de Scapul.c. 4. [11) Sec Tillem. Hi ft, des Emp. T. 3. p. 89. 
and Hilt, liecl. T. 3. p. 1 1 1. and Fabricius Bibl. Or. T. S. p. 460. 

(dj Fart: pertinax, <vere fe<vcru$, as the common people ufeu to fay 
of him, alluding to his names, Pcrtinax Severus. 

{r) Sh cine txprimhur publicum gxuttdium pit publicum dec/ecus ! Tot. 
Apol. 

fj) Millia data tivemquc fuerunt fub dace tanto % ttc. Sec F. Colonic 
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populous town ; infomuch, that the ftreets ran with ftrcairjs 
of blood («). Mo ft place the martyrdom of thefe faints in 
202, the beginning or the perfecution, though fome defer it 
to the year 208, when Severus palled through Lyons in his 
expedition into Britain. The precious remains of St. Ircnasus 
were buried by his prieft Zachary, between the bodies of the 
holy martyrs SS. Epipodius and Alexander. The Greeks 
honour his memory on the twenty-third of Auguft j the La- 
tins on the twenty-eighth of June. The former fay he was 
beheaded. It was not for want of ftreno-th or courage, that 



the primitive Chriftians fat ftill and fuffered the moft grievous 
torments, infuits and death ; but from a principle of religion 
which taught them the intereft of faith does not exempt 
men from the duty which they owe to the civil authority of 
government, and they rather chofe to be killed than to 
fin againft God, as Tertullian often takes notice. Writ- 
ing at this very time, he tells the Pagans, that the Maurs, 
Marcomans and Parthians, were not fo numerous as the Chri- 
itians, who knew no other bounds than the limits of the 
world. 6< We are but of yefterday," fays he (12) tc and by 
" to-day we are grown up, and overfpread your empire : 
your cities, your iflands, your forts, towns, aflemhlies* 
and your very camps, wards, companies, palace, fenate, 
" forum, all fwarm with Chriftians. Your temples are the 
u only places which you can find without Chriftians. What 
war are not we equal to (13) ? And fuppofing us unequal in 
ftrength, yet conlidering our ufage, what fhouid we net at- 4 - 
ct tempt ? we whom you fee fo ready to meet death in all 
u its forms of cruelty. Were the numerous hoft of Chriftians 
cc but to retire from the empire, the lofs of fo many men of 
<c all ranks, would leave a hideous gap, and the very evacuation 
u would be abundant revenge. You would ftand aghaft at your 
<c defolation, and be ftruck dumb at the general filcnceand hoi- 
€c rour of nature, as if the whole world was departed." He write;; 
that the Chriftians not only fullered with patience and joy eve- 
ry perfecution and infult, but loved and prayed for their enemies, 

C c c 2 and 

(12) Ay ol Og . c . 37. (13) Cut UclL fi f /i hi. net ? 

{g) Modici trrtf" t is [patio pr.rdi- dedicauit . S.Gic:*;. Tui'OU. Iliih 

cat tone fua maximt, in inteyra V rancor. I. 1. c. 29. See tit. 

civ it at em reddidit Chrtjlianuin. Circsjury the Great, ep. 5 ■. ad 

1 ant a multitude Chrijlianorum vjl Ethel in m Lu^Jun. S. JliIIdj. 

jugu/ata, itt per plate as fhimiua vel alius Kelp, ad qui; Hi on ad 

curreretit de /anguine C/>t tj/iano, Orihrdo.Y. iJode, /ulo. a rut 

quorum ttec monerum ncc nomi/ta Ufuurd in Mailjio!. and 

t'Uigere fotuerimus, Ji. Ire rue nm Greek .Men.*" 1. 
< arnifex Dnniuo per martyr iatn 
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and by their prayers protected the ftate, and often delivered 
the perfecutors from many dangers of foul and body, and from 
the incurfions of their invilible enemies the devils. He 
fays : " When we come to the publick fervice of God, wc 
ct corneas it were in a formidable body to do violence to him, 
tc and to florm heaven by prayer ; and this violence is moft 
" grateful to God. When this holy army of fupplicants is 
<c met, we all fend up our prayers for the life of the empe- 
" rours, for their minitters, for magiftrates, for the good of 
<c the ftate, and for the peace of the empire (h)" And in 
another place (/). cc To this almighty maker and difpofer of 
4C all things it is, that we Chriftians offer up our prayers, 
4C with eyes lifted up to heaven ; and without a prompter, 
<c we pray with our hearts rather than with our tongues ; and 
tc in all our prayers are ever mindful of all our emperours and 
" kings wherefoever we live, befeeching God for every one 
" of them, that he would blefs them with length of days, 
c « and a quiet reign, a well eftabliftied family, a valiant army, 
<c a faithful fenate, an honeft people, and a peaceful world, 
6C with whatever elfe either prince or people can wifh for. 
<c Thus while we are ftretching forth our hands to God, 
<c let your tormenting irons harrow our flefh, let your gibbets 
cc exalt us, or your fires confume our bodies, or your fwords 
" cut off our heads, or your beafts tread us to the earth. For 
tc a Chriftian, upon his knees to his God, is in apofture of de- 
" fence againft all the evils you can crowd upon him. Confider 
" this, O you impartial judges, and go on with your juftice ; 
<c rack out the foul of a Chriftian which is pouring out herfelf 
cc to God for the life of the emperour He fays indeed, that 

there are fome Chriftians, who do not live up to their pro- 
feflion ; but then they have not the reputation of Chriftians 
among thofe who are truly fuch ; and no Chriftian had 
then ever been guilty of rebellion ; though even philofo- 
phers among the Heathens were often ftained with that 
and other crimes. Hippias was killed whilft he was en- 
gaged in arms againft his country ; whereas no Chriftian 
had ever rccourfe to arms or violence, even for the delive- 
rance of his brethren, though under the moft provoking and 
barbarous ufage (/). On 

(b) Apolog. c. 30, 

(?) Oramus ctiatn pro imptratortbus y pro m'vuftris, &c. jtpol. c, 30. 

{k) Hoc ftglte^ boni prarfides 9 cxtorquctc anhnam Deo fupplicantem pro 
imperatore. fcrt. Apol. c. 30. 

(/) Hippias dum clvitati ir.ftdias philofopher, having deferted to 
dijp:nit t oca'di/ur; hoc pro Jnisom- JXirius Hyitafpis, the l'criian, 
hi atrocitate dijj'tputis nctno unqtiatn before the battle of M^rithon* 

(V>ri/iianus imtaaiit. ApoL c. 46. wan nam fighting agaiiul ha> 
Hippias, a celebrated G tecum country. 



June 28. St. L E O II. Pope, C. 



On the fame Day 

* 

* 

St. Leo II. Pope, C. He was by birth a Sicilian, eminent for 
his piety, and perfectly fkilled in the Latin and Greek tongues, 
in the church mufick, and both in lacred and polite literature. 
Pope Agatho dying on the firjft of December 681, he was chofen 
to 1511 the pontifical chair. He confirmed by the authority of St. 
Peter, as he fays (writing to the zealous emperour Conitantine Pogo- 
natusj (1), the iixth general council held at Conftantinople, in 
which his predecelTor St. Agatho had prefided by his legates. 
In the cenfure of this council we find the name of Honorius, joined 
with the Monothelite hereticks, Theodorus bifhop of Pharan, and 
Cyrus, Sergius, Pyrrhus, Paul and Peter of Conftantinople. 
Pope Leo II. in his fir ft letter to the bifhops of Spain (2), gives 
the reafon, becaufe Honorius " did not extinguifh the flame of 
*' the heretical doctrine in its rife, as it became the apollolical au- 
" thority, but fomented it by negligence." And in his letter to 
king Ervigius (3) he makes the fame diftinftion between Hono- 
rius and the others. It is evident from the very letters of Hono- 
rius himfelf, which are ftill extant, from the irrefragable teftimony 
of his fecretary who wrote thofe letters, and from others (4), 
that he never gave into the Monothelite errour ; though had he 
fallen into herefy, this would have only hurt himfelf ; nor is the 
queftion of any other importance than as an hiftorical fact.. Fa- 
vourers are fometim.es ranked with principals. Honorius had, by 
unwarinefs and an indifcreet filence, temporized with a -powerful 
herefy, before his eyes were opened to fee the ilame, which he 
ought to have laboured ftrenuoufly to extinguiih when the iirfl 
fparks appeared. St. Leo reformed the Gregorian chant, compofed 
feveral facred hymns for the divine office, and did many things 
for the advancement of religion, though he was only pope one 
year, and feven months. He pointed out the path to Chrillian 
perfection no lefs by the example of his life, than by his alfiduoUs 
inft.ruct.ions and zealous exhortations ; and was in a particular man- 
ner the father of the poor, whom he diligently relieved, comforted 
and inftru£led with a moll edifying tendernefs, charity, and patience. 
He paired to a better life on the twenty -third of May 683, and 
was buried in the Vatican church on the twenty-eighth of June ; on 
which day he is commemorated in the Roman martyrology, that 
of Notker, and the ancient German calendar publilhcd by Beckius. 
See Anaftafius Eiblioth. and his Epiftles, Cone. T. 6. 



(0 Cone. T. 6. p. 181 7. (2) ib. p. 1 257. (3) p. 1 25 z. 
(4) See Nat. Alex. Hi'l. Sccc 7. Ditt. de Honorio, Tournely, 

Tr. de Incam, &c. 
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• St. P E T E R, Prince of the Apoilles. 

From the Gofpch} Ails and ancient fathers* See Tilhmont^ Cal- 

niet^ and Ccillicr. 

O T. Petfr, the niofl glorious prince of the apoflles, and 
k3 the mo ft" ardent 3 over of his divine Matter, before his vo- 
cation to the apoftlcfhip was called Simon. He was fon of 
Jonas, and brother of St. Andrew. St. Epiphanius (1 ) fays, 
that though he was the younger brothc n he was made by Chrift 
the chief of all the apoflles. St. Chryfbftom, on the con- 
trary, takes hi in 10 have been the elder brother, and the oldeft 
man in the apoftolick college. If writers of the fifth age were 
divided upon this point, fucceeding ages have noc been able to 
decide it. St. Peter originally refided at Bethfaida (2), a town 
much enlarged and beautified by Herod the tetrarch, fituated in 
the tribe of Nepthali, in Upper Galilee, on the banks of the 
lake or Tea of Gcnnefareth. This town was honoured with 
the pretence of our Lord who, in the courfc of his miniftry, 
preached and wrought miracles in it. Irs inhabitants, however, 
were, for the mo ft part, a rhipid and obftinate fet of men, and 
their abufe of the grace that was offered them, deferved the 
dreadful wo which Chrift denounced againft them. St. Peter 
and St. Andrew were religious, docile and humble in the midfl 
of a perverfe and worldly-minded people. They were educated 
in the laborious trade of fiihing, winch was probably their fa- 
ther's cabling. From Bethfaida Sr. Peter removed to Caphar- 
naum (3), probably on account of his marriage ; for his wife's 
mother dwelt there. This place was equally commodious for 
fi (liing, being fcated on the bank of the fame lake, near the 
mouth of the river Jordan, on the confines of the tribes of Za- 
bulon and Nepthali." Andrew accompanied his brother thither, 
and they ftili followed their trade as before. With their worldly 
employment fhey retained a due fenfe of religion, and did not 
fufler the thoughts of temporal concerns or gain to devour their 
more neccflary attention to Spiritual things., and the care of 

their 

(1) IIa.r. 51. c. 17. p. 440. (2) John i. 4. On Herod's en- 
larging Bethiaida, and giving it the narpc of Julias, fee |ofephus, 
Wellb, Gfcogr, of the N. Tell: " (3)' Mark i. 29. * • 
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their fouls. They Jived in the earneft expectation of the 
Mefliah. St. Andrew became a difciple of St. John the Bap- 
tilt; and moil: are of opinion that St. Peter was fo too. The 
former having heard St. John call Chrift the Lamb of God^ re- 
paired to our Lord, and continued with him the remainder of 
that day, and according to St. Auftin the following night. 
By the converfation of Jefus, he was abundantly convinced that 
he was the Chrift, the world's Redeemer ; and coming from him 
he went and fought out his brother Simon, and told him, in a 
tranfport of holy joy, that he had found theMefiiah (4). Simon 
believed in Chrift before he faw him ; and being impatient to 
behold him with his eyes, and to hear the words of eternal life 
from his divine mouth, he without delay went with his brother 
to Jefus, who looking upon him, in order to give him a proof 
of his omnifcience, told him not only his own, but alfo his fa- 
ther's name. He on that occafion gave him the new name of 
Cephas, which in the Syro-Chaldatck tongue, then ufed in Ju- 
dasa, fignifies a rock^ and is by us changed into Peter, from the 
Greek word of the fame import St. Peter and St. An- 

drew, after having palled fome time in the company of our 
divine Redeemer, returned to their fifliing trade : yet often 
reforted to him, to hear his holy inftrudtions. Towards the 
end of the fame year, which was the firft of Chrift's preaching, 
Jefus faw Simon Peter and Andrew wattling their nets on the 
banks of the lake ; and going into Simon's boat to fhun the 
prefs, he preached to the people who flood on the (bore. After 
his difcourfe, as an earneft of his blefling to his entertainer, he 
bad Peter caft his nets into the fea. Our apoftle had toiled all 
the foregoing night to no purpofe, and had drawn his boat into 
the harbour, defpairing of any fuccefs at prefent. However, in 
obedience to Chrift, he again launched out into deep water, and 
let down his net. He had fcarce done this, when fuch a fhoal 

C c c 4 of 

(4) John 3. 42. St. Aug. horn. 7. in Joan. p. 27. 



(I) In imitation of St. Peter's 
receiving a new name on this 
occafion, the popes, upon their 
advancement to the pontificate, 
ivfually exchange their own 
name for a new one, as they have 
done {ever fince Sergius II. in 
844 ; whofe former name being 
Peter, he out of humility, and 
refpeel for the prince of the 
apoflles, did not prefume to 

bear it. Chriitianu in like manner 



have a new name given them at 
baptifm, and generally take a 
new one at confirmation, alfo> 
when they enter a religious Hate, 
partly to cxnrefs their obligation 
of becoming new men, and 
partly to put themfelves under 
the ipccial patronage of certain 
faints, whofe example* they 
propofe to themjelvcs foi tiuuj* 
models. 
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°f fifties vvns caught by the firft draught as filled not only their 
°wn boat, but alfo that of James and John, the fons of Ze- 
fred'ee, who were fifhing near them, . and were forced to come 
a nd help them to drag in the net, which was ready to 
break with the load : yet the boats were not funk. At the 
fight of this miracle, Peter, {truck with amazement, 
fell on his knees, and cried out : Depart from me, O 
Lord; for I am a Jinful man. The apoftle by this humility 
whiltl he fincerely profelTed himfelf unworthy to appear in the 
prcfence of his Lord, or to be in his company, deferved to re- 
ceive the great eft graces. By this miracle Chrift gave the 
apoftles a type of their wonderful fuccefs in the new employ- 
ment to which he called them, when he made them fifhers of 
men. Upon this o.ccafion, he bad Peter and Andrew, follow 
him. This invitation they inftantly obeyed, and with fuch 
perfect difpofitions of heart that St. Peter could afterwards fay 
to Chrift with confidence : Beheld, O Lord, we .have left all 
things, and have followed thee (5). They were poflefled of lit- 
tle, having only a boat and nets to leave : but they renounced 
all future hopes and profpecls in the world with fo perfect a d if- 
engagement of heart, that they forfook with joy the whole 
world, in fpirit and affeclion : and what went far beyond all 
this, they alfo renounced themfelves and their own will. In 
requital Chrift promifed them, befides never-ending happinefs 
in the world to come, even in this life an hundred-fold of true 
joys and fpiritual bleflings, in an uninterrupted peace of the 
foul^ which furpafleth all underftanding, in the overflowing 
fweetnefs of divine lovej and in the abundant confolations of 
the Holy Ghoft. From this time.St. Peter and St. Andrew be- 
came conftant attendants upon their divine M after. . Jefus foon 
after this returned and made fome flay at Capharnaum, cured 
Peter's mother-in-law of a fever, and after that miracle tarried 
fome time in Galilee, healing many fick, cafting out devils, 
and preaching in the fynagogues on the fabbath-days with a dig- 
nity which befpoke his do£hinc divine. 

After the feaft of the paflbver in the year 31, Chrift chofc his 
twelve apoftles, in which facrcd college the chief place was 
from the beginning afligned to St. Peter. Mr. Laurence 
Clarke (6) takes notice, that c; in the enumeration of the 
* c twelve, all the evangel iRs conftantly place Peter in the front. 
< c Our Lord ufually directs his difcouri'c to him, and he replies as 
* v the mouth of his fellows. Chrift appeared tq him after his 
4t rcfurrcfSlion, before the reft of the apoftles. Ue gave him a 
* c fpecial command to feed his fhecp. He was the Jit ft whom 
* God chofe to preach the gofpel to the Gentiles, From thefe 

" and 

(5) Mat. xlx. (6) Life of Chrift, On St. Peter, p. 578. 
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" and other pafTages of the holy fcripture, it is evident, that 
« St. Peter a6ted as chief of the college of the apoftlcs ; and 
cc fo he is conftantly defcribed by the primitive writers of the 
'* church, who call him the head, the prefident, the prolocutor, 
" the chief, the foreman of the apoftles, with feveral other 
" titles of diftinc"tion." Chrift, who had always diftinguifhed 
St. Peter above the reft of the apoftles, promifed to commit 
his whole church to his care, above a year before his facred 
death (7), and confirmed to him that charge after his refur- 
rection(8), having exacted of him a teftimony of his ftrong 
faith, on the firft occafion, and on the fecond, a proof of his 
ardent love of God, and zeal for fouls. Xhefe two virtues are 
efpecially requifite in a paftor of fouls ; and the prince of the 
apoftles was pofle/Ted of them in the moft heroick and eminent 
degree. Enlightened by God, and pafling over all vifible and 
created things, he made the moft glorious confefiion of his faith 
in Chrift as truly God and Son of the living God. When certain 
weak difciplesdeferted Chrift, being offended at his doctrine con- 
cerning the wonderful myftery of the blefied Eucharift, our Saviour 
afked the twelve : IVill you alfo go away? St. Peter anfwered re- 
iblutely : Lord^ to wbo?n Jhall we go f Thou haft the words of 
eternal life. As upon the teftimony of his divine word, he rea- 
dily aflented to the moft fublime myfteries ; fo by the moft 
fweet and tender love, he was defirous to keep continually in 
his holy company, arid thought it was to perifh, ever to be fe- 
parated from him. In a tranfport of this fame love, he cried 
out when he beheld the transfiguration of our Saviour : Lord y 
it is good for us ahvays to be here : ever to be with thee, and to 
have our eyes fixed oh the adorable object of thy glory. But 
this happinefs Was firft to be purchafed by labours and great 
fufTerings. When he heard Chrift foretell his barbarous death, 
this love moved him to perfuade his mafter to prefervc himfelf 
from thofe fufTerings he told them he was to undergo ; for he did 
not then underftand the advantages of the crofs, nor the my- 
ftery of our redemption by it. For this he was called by 
Chrift Satan or adverfary : and that reprimand opened his 
eyes, and was his cure. Out of love he twice caft himfelf into 
the fea to meet Jefus 5 for his heart melted at his fight, and he 
had not patience to wait till the boat came up to the flxore. 
'I his happened once after his refurrcc~lion as we lhall fee in the 
fequel, but firft long before, when the apoftles were crofting 
the lake, and Jefus came from the more, walking on the waves 
to them, St, Peter begged and obtained his leave to come on 

the 



(7) Matt. xvi. 18, 19. (8) John xxi. 15* Sec Hauarden, 

Church of Chrift ihewed, T. 1 , 
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the waters to his divine mafter. When he had ftept upon 
the waves, a fudden fear fomething abated his confidence, and 
he began to fink : but Jefus held him up by the hand (9), By 
his confidence in God we learn what we can do by the divine 
affiftance ; and by his fear, what we are of ourfelves : alfo that 
no one receives from God the ftrength he flands in need of, 
but he who feels, that of himfelf he is entirely without ftrength* 
according to the reflection of St. Auftin(io). St, Peter, in- 
fluenced by this fame ftrong love, offered himfelf to all forts of 
difficulties ar.d dangers, and to undergo death itfelf for his good 
Lord. Yet this zealous apoftle, in punifhment of a fecret pre- 
emption, wrs permitted to fall, that we might learn with him 
more clearly to difcover our own weaknefs, and fear the danger 
of pride. St. Peter had before given proofs of an exemplary 
humility. After the miraculous draught of fifh, he caft him- 
felf at our Lord's feet, begging he would depart from him, 
becaufe he was a iinful man. And when our BlefTed Saviour 
offered to wafh his feet at the laft. fupper, he cried ou| in furprife 
and humility : Lord, doji thou vjajh my feet ? Thou Jhalt not zuq/I) 
my feet for ever. But being terrified by his threat, that other- 
wife he fhould have no part with him, he with fervour offered 
alio his hands and his head to be warned, if needful. In 
anfwer to which Chrift fignified to him, that he who was 
clean from grievous fins, flood in need only of wiping away 
fmaller ftains and imperfections, an emblem of which was 
this wafhing of the feet. 

Who is not moved to tremble for himfelf, and to walk al- 
ways in holy fear, and in the molt profound and fincere humi- 
lity, when he fees fo great an apoftle, endowed with fuch emi- 
nent virtues, grace, and fpiricual gifts, fall at laft by furprife 
into fecret prcfumption, and by it into the grievous crime of 
denying his divine mafter ? His proteftation that he was ready 
to die with him, was accompanied with fome degree of confi- 
dence in his own courage and in the ftrength of his refolution: 
whereas an entire and per feci- diftruft in ourfelves is an effential 
part of true humility. Inftcad of praying in the humble fenti- 
ment of his own weaknefs and frailty, he relied on his courage 
as if it was proof againft all dangers. To curb this rifing 
prcfumption Chrift foretold him that before the crowing of the 
cock and break of day he would thrice deny him ( c). Jefus 

(9) Matt, xiv, (10) St. Aug. Scrm. 76. 

(c) The cockcrows fir ft about midnight : but the hour of his 
principal crowing is about break of day, which is called by St. 

Matthew, St. Luke and St, John, h% crowing ^ and by St. Made 
Lis fecond crowing. 
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itill ranked St. Peter among his favourite apoftles ; and as he had 
made him, St. James and St. John witnefles of his transfigura- 
tion, and of other extraordinary myfteries ; fo in the £2 r J en of 
Gethfcmani he took thefe three with him when he retired front 
the reft, and at a diftance of a ftone's throw from thefe three 
difciples fell into his agony and bloody fweat. Notwithstand- 
ing the courage of our fervent apoftJe, Chrift was obliged to 
reproach him, with his two companions, that he was not able to 
watch with him one hour, when he ought to have been arming 
and ftrengthening himfeif by humble prayer again ft the affaults 
of the enemy. When Judas led the Jews to apprehend Chriff^ 
St. Peter's zeal for his matt?r made him draw his fword againft 
his unjuft perfecutors, and fmite Malchus, one of the bufieft 
among them. But Chrift taught him that the arms of his difci- 
ples are patience and humility. St. Peter by his prefurnption, 
and by having neglected to watch and pray, deferved to fall 
from his fervour into a frate of lukewarmnefs. He followed 
Jefus ftill when he was in the hands of his enemies, but at a 
diftance^ as St. Luke takes notice. He who juft before thought 
of dying for his Mafter, and drew his fword to defend him, was 
become afraid of fharing in his difgrace. 4C Oh I" cries out St. 
Chryfoftom ( 11) cc by what means was the vehement fervour 
* c of Peter fo much cooled ?' J Nor did he Hop here. He who 
does not always advance, lofes ground. And a foul which falls 
from fervour into a ftate of tepidity is guilty of an abufe of 
divine grace, and is in danger of perifhing in the h'rft fnare. 
Accordingly, bad company foon completed the misfortune 
of this apoftle. He mingled with the fervants of the high- 
prieft, and other enemies of Chrift, in the lower hall of Cai- 
phas's palace. Here at the reproach of the portrefs that had Jet 
him in, and foon after a fecond time, at that of another maid, 
he renounced all knowledge of him. The cock then crowed : 
yet Peter took no notice. About an hour after, another of the 
afiiftants faid, he was one of the difciples of Jefus : which 
others confirmed becaufe his accent betrayed him to be a Gali- 
l«ean. And a coufin of Malchus whofe ear had been cut off", 
allured that he had feen him in the garden. Hereupon Peter 
protcfted a third time, with oaths and curfes, that he knew not 
the man. Thus one fin, if it he not blotted out by fpecdy re- 
pentance, draws a foul as it were by its own weight into greater 
precipices. Plow grievous foever this fin of St. Peter was, he 
never loft his faith in Chrift, as appears from Chrift's words to 
uim (12) and as the fathers oblervo (13). For "though he 

" had 

(11) Horn. 8301. 82 in Mat. (12) Luke xxii. 23. (13) St. 
AmW. 1. 10 in Luc. St. Chiyf. horn. yj, ol. 38. in Mutt. St, Hilary 
in Matt. St. Leo Serin. 68. 
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* c had a lie in his mouth, his heart was faithful," as St. A u ft in 
fays (14); his fin, neverthelefs, was molt heinous. But his 
repentance was fpeedy, perfect and conftant ^ and it bore a 
proportion to the heinoufnefs of his crime. At the time of his 
third denial the cock crowed the fecond time : yet this exteri- 
©ur fign did not fuffice alone to make the finner enter into him- 
felf. But Jefus turning looked on him, not fo much with his 
corporal eyes, as vifiting his foul with his interiour grace, fays 
St. Auftin (15) ; and this it was that wrought in him the 
wonderful change, by which in a moment he became a perfect 
penitent. <c Look on us, O Lord Jefus, that we may bewail 
* 6 our fins, and wafh away our guilt," cries out St. Ambrofe 
(16). Our Blefled Redeemer has caft this gracious eye of his 
mercy on all the finners whom he ever drew to repentance : 
his o;oodnefs difdains none. We therefore ought to caft our- 
fclves at his feet, and though moll undeferving of fuch a favour, 
moft earneftly to beg that he afford us this gracious look, upon 
which our eternal falvation depends. St. Peter by it was 
pierced with grief, and the moft fincere repentance ; and in- 
ftantly quitted the fatal company and occafions, and going 
forth gave full vent to a flood of tears, which flowed from a 
heart broken with contrition. u For, Peter when he had denied 
" Chrift, did not weep for fear of puniftiment ; but this was 
c< the moft bitter to him, and worfe than any punifhment, 
4t that he had denied him whom he loved," as St. Chryfoftom 
obferves (17). He thought not of any excufes from the cir- 
cumftances of furprife, frailty or compulfion : nor did he fay any 
thing to extenuate his guilt. A true penitent fees the enormity 
of his fins with all their exaggerating circumftances ; and is 
his own moft fevere accufer. This apoitle fet no bounds to his 
forrow ; and his cheeks are faid to have been always furrowed 
with the ftreams of tears which he often Ihed to the end of his 
life. And as he fell by prefumption, he cv<;r after made the 
rnoft profound humility the favourite and diftinguifhing part 
of his virtue, as St. Chryfoftom remarks (18). From his ex- 
ample we muft be apprifed, that if we confide in our own 
ftrength, we are vanquiflicd without fighting. This great 
model of paftors learned by his fall to treat finriers with ten- 
Uerncfs and compamon. And Chrift by the graces and dignity 
to which he exalted him after his fall, Ihews his boundlcfs 
mercy, and how perfectly true repentance blots out fin. 

(14) L. contra Mcndac. c. 6. (15) L. 1. de Gr. Chr. ct 

pecc. Orig. c. 45. (16) L. loin Luc. n. 89. (17) St. Chryf. 
horn, 5 in Rom. 2. (18) Mom. 83 ol, 82 in Mat. 
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After the refurreclion of our Divine Saviour, Mary Mag- 
dalen, and the other devout women that went early on the 
funday morning to the fepulchre, were ordered by an angel to 
go and inform Peter and the reft, that Chrift was rifen. Our 
apoftle no fooner heard this, but he ran in hafte with St. John 
to the fepulchre. Love gave wings to both thefe difcipies ; 
but St. John running falter, arrived firft at the place, though 
he waited there, doubtlefs out of refpect, and St. Peter iir ft en- 
tered the fepulchre, and faw the place where the facred body 
had been laid. After their departure, Chrift appeared to 
Mary Magdalen : and afterwards on the fame day to St. Peter, 
the fir ft among the apoftles (19). This favour was an effedt 
of his tender mercy, in which he would not defer to fatisfy 
this apoftle's extreme defire of feeing him, and to afford him 
comfort in the grief of his bitter compunclion, by this 
pledge of his grace, and this afiurance of his pardon (20). 
The angel that appeared to St. Mary ivT jgdalcn, had ordered 
that the apoflles mould go from Jerusalem :;.to Galilee, where 
they fhould fee their divine Mailer, as he had foretold them be- 
fore his facred death. Accordingly, fome days after, St. Pe- 
ter, whilft he was fiming in the lake of Tiberias, faw Chrift 
on the ftiore ; and not being able to contain himfelf, in the 
tranfportof his love and joy, he threw himfelf into the wa- 
ter, and fwam to land, the fooner to meet his Lord. St. 
John and the reft followed him in the boat dragging the net 
loaded with 153 great fifties, which they had taken by cafting on 
the right fide of the boat, by Chrift's dire&ion. When they 
were landed, they faw upon fhore fome live coals, and a 
fifli broiling upon them, with bread lying near it. This re- 
pair. Jefus had prepared for them. After it was over, he 
thfjee afked St. Peter, whether he loved him more than the 
reft of his difcipies, St. Peter told him, that. He knew his love to 
be moft fincere.; and he was troubled in mind at the repetition 
of his queftion, fearing left Chrift difcerned in his heart fome 
(beret imper/e&ion or defect in his love. How different are now 
hi?, rnodefty, fear and humility from his former preemption ? 
He dares not anfwer that he loved his mailer more than the 
others did, becaufe he prefumes not to judge of their hearts, and 
is miftruftful of the finccrity of his own, having now learned 
the whole extent of true humility. The vehemence of his 
love goes much beyond what any words could ever exprefs. 
Yet he fays only with trembling, that he loved ; this he fpcakx 
as one moil earned ly imploring the divine aid, that he might 

he 

( u j) « Cor. xv. Luke xxiv. (20) St. Chryf. horn, j r d. in i Cor. 
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be enabled to love his matter with his whole ftrength. 4C Do 
c < not you fee, 3 ' fays St. Chryfoftom (21), " that the better 
ct -he is grown, the more modeft and timorous he is become ? 
* c He does not fpeak arrogantly , or contradict, he is not felf- 
4C confident. Therefore is he diflurbed." By this triple 
publick teftimony of his love, he was to repair the fcandal of 
his former denial. Let him confefs by love who had thrice 
cc denied through fear," fays St. Auftin (22). By the ardour 
of his zeal and love was he to be qualified for the commiilion 
which he received hereupon to feed Chrift's iheep and lambs, 
that is, his whole flock. For he who enters the fan&uary un- 
der the leaft partial influence of any other motive than that of 
love, is a bafe hireling, and a ilave of avarice and vainglory ; 
not a paftor of fouls, or minifter of Chrift. St. Peter's 
greater love for Chrift, and zeal for the intereft of his glory 
raifed him to the high charge with which he was entrufted by 
his divine Mafter. Upon this patTage, St. Chryfoftom writes as 
followeth. " Why does Chrift, palling by the reft, now 
4C fpeak to Peter alone ? He was eminent ab*ve the reft, the 
<c mouth of the difciples, and the head of that college. 
<c Therefore Paul came to fee him above the reft. Chrift fays 
« c to him : if thou loveft me, take upon thee the government, 
cc or charge of thy brethren {d). And now give the proof of 
* c that fervent love which thou haft always profeffed, and 
c4 in which thou didft exult. Give for my fheep that life 
* c which thou profeffedft thy felf ready to lay down for me." 
Jefus after this, foretold St. Peter his martyrdom by the crofs : 
and this apoftle was well pleafed to drink the bitter cup, and 
to make his confeflion as publick as his denial had been, that 
he might make fome reparation for his former fin. His An- 
gular affeflion for St. John, prompted him to aflc what would 
become of him, and whether he lhould not bear him company. 
But his Mafter checked his inquifitive curiofity. Chrift appeared 
to the apofties, ailembled together on a certain mountain in 
Galilee (23), where he had appointed to meet them, and gave 
them a commifiion to preach the gofpel throughout all nati- 
ons, promifing to remain with his church all days to the end 
of the world, Pie manifefted himfelf alfo to five- hundred dif- 
ciples at once (24). When the apofties had fpent fome time in 
Galilee, they returned to Jerufalcm^ where ten days before 

the 

(21) St. Chryf. horn. 88. ol. 87. in Joan. T. 8. p. 1526. cd Ben. 
\zz) In Joan. hie. (23) Mat. xxviii. {24) 1 Cor. xv. 5. 
(//) IlgoiVrctTo i#v afo\<p$*\ S. Chryf. honi, 88. ol. 87. in Joan. 
T. tf. p. 5 25, c4. Ate a. 
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the feaft of Pentecoft, Chrift favoured them with his Iaft ap- 
pearance, and commanded them to preach baptifm and 
penance, and to confirm their doctrine by miracles (2; J. 
Faith being efTentialiy dark, myfterious and Supernatural ; 
and the difpenfations of providence, and of die divine grace 
and mercy, being above the reach of human reafon, the great 
and neceflary knowledge of thefe moft important laving 
truths can only be conveyed to men by the divine revelation. 
This in the new law of the gofpel, was immediately commu- 
nicated to the apofiles, with a charge that they mould pro- 
mulge and propagate it in all natrons of the earth. Poor illite- 
rate men, deftitute of every human fuccour, were made the 
inftruments of this great work ; and at their head was placed 
an ignorant fimerman, whofe knowledge, when he was called 
to the apoftlefhip, did not reach bev *nd his nets and boat. 
Yet this little troop triumphed over the wifdom of philo- 
fophers, the eloquence of oratours, the authority of 
the greateft princes, the force of cuftoms, policy, intereft, 
fuperftition, and all the pafiions of men ; over the artifices 
and perfecutions of the whole world confederated againft them. 
So powerful was the Spirit of God which enlightened their under- 
Handings, and fpoke by their mouths 5 fuch was the evidence of 
their teftimony, confirmed by innumerable inconteftable mira- 
cles, and by the heavenly temper and fandlity which their 
words and actions breathed ; and laftly, fealed by their blood. 
So bright and illuftrious in this holy religion were the indications 
of its divine original, that he who takes an impartial review of 
them, will be obliged to cry out with Hugh of St. Victor, and 
Picus of Mirandula : cc If I could be deceived in thy faith, 
" Thou alone, O Lord, muft have been the author of my errour, 
4C fo evident are the marks of thy authority which it bears." To 
all who fincerely feek after truth this revelation is a pillar of light; 
though to the perverfe God often turns it into a cloud of dark- 
net's. Their pride and pafiions are haunts which to the beams 
of this fun, though moft bright and piercing, arc impervious. 

The extraordinary gifts and graces by which the apofllcs 
were qualified for this great function, were the fruit of the 
defcent of the Holy Ghpfi, who filed his beams upon them 
on Whitfunday. After the afccnfion of Chrift, they waited 
the coming of that Divine Spirit in retirement and prayer. 
In the mean time St. Peter p-ropofed to the aflembly the 
election of a new apoftle, whereupon St. Matthias was chofen. 
The prince of the apoftlcs, having received the Holy Ghoft, 
made a fermon to the Jews, who were aflcmblcd about the 
dilciplcs upon the fame of this prodigy, and he convci ted three 

thoufand, 

(25) Mark xvi, 15. Luke. x.xiv. 44. 
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thoufand, by the mildnefs and powerful un&ion of his words. 
** We fhould have a (hare of this courage ; and the ardour of 
<c the Holy Gh oft would make every thing eafy to us, if we 
<c were worthy to receive it, and if we drew this grace down 
upon us as the apoftles did by afiiduity in prayer, and by 
our charity towards our brethren," fays St. Chryfoftom (26). 
We have great reafon to admire the change which the grace 
of the Holy Ghoft wrought in St. Peter, both in the intrepidity 
and courage which he ftiewed, and ftill more in his humility, 
patience and meeknefs. He appeared always fo ready to yield 
to every one, and to humble himfelf before all the Worlds that 
he feemed to forget the rank which he held in the church, 
only when God's honour called upon him, to exert his 
authority ; and the natural warmth and vehemence of his 
temper was no more to be difcerned in his actions, only in the 
fervour and conftancy with which he underwent all man- 
ner of labours and dangers for the caufe of God and his 
church. The new converts received with the faith a (hare 
of the fame Spirit. They perfevered in the participation of the 
holy myfteries and in prayer, and felling all their pofieflions, 
gave the price to the apoftles to be diftributed among the poor 
brethren. Their humility, fimplicity of heart, meeknefs, 
patience and joy in fuffering were fuch, that they feemed on a 
fudo*en to be transformed into angels, . to ufe the expreffion of 
St. Chryfoftom (27), fo perfectly were they difengaged from 
the earth. The abundant . effufion of the Holy Ghoft, the 
advantage of perfections, and the inflamed words, and ex- 
ample of the apoftles efteclcd this change in their hearts, by 
J.he power of the right hand of the moft High. 

The preaching of the apoftles received a .fancHoii from a 
wonderful miracle, by which St. Peter and St. John raifed the 
admiration of the .people. Thefe, two apoftles going to the 
temple at three o'clock in the afternoon, which was one of 
the hours for puhlick prayer among the Jews, they faw a man 
who was lame from his birth, and was begging alms at the gate of 
the Temple, which was called The Beautiful : and being moved 
. with companion, St, Peter commanded him in the name of Jefus 
Chrift> to arife and walk. Thefe words were no. fooner 
fpoken, but the cripple found himfelf perfectly whole, and 
St. Peter lifting him up, he entered .into the temple walking, 
leaping. and praifing God. ^\fter this miracle, St. Peter made 
a fecoud fermon to the people, the cft'ecl: of which was the 
.converfion of 5000 pcrfons. Upon this, the priclts and Sad- 

. «luces, moved with envy andjealoufy, prevailed upon the cap- 
tain 
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tain of the guard of the temple to come up with a troop of 
foldiers under his command, and feize the two apoftles, and 
put them into prifon, upon pretence of a fedition. Next 
morning they were fumrnoned before the great court of the 
Sanhedrim, in which Annas, Caiphasj John and Alexander 
appeared bufieft in carrying on the profecution againft them. 
The point of the fedition was waved, becaufe groundlefs : and 
St. Peter, boldly declared, that it was in the name of Jefus, in 
which all men muft be faved, that the cripple had been made 
found. The judges not being able to conteft or ftifle the 
evidence of the miracle, contented themfelves with giving the 
apoftles a fevere charge not to preach any more the name of 
Jefus. But to their threats St. Peter refolutely replied : 
** Whether it be juft to obey you rather than God, be you 

ydurfelves judges." The two apoftles being difcharged, re- 
turned to the other difciples, and after they had prayed toge- 
ther, the houfe was fhaken, for a miraculous fign of the di- 
vine protection ; and the whole company found themfelves 
replenifhed with a new fpirit of courage. The converts learn- 
ed, from, the example of their teachers, fo perfect a fpirit of 
difintereftednefs : , contempt of the world, and thirft after 
eternal goods, that they lived in common ; and the rich felling 
their eftates laid the price at the feet of the apoftles, that it 
might be equally diftributed to fuch as had need. But nei-. 
ther -miracles, nor the company and example of the faints 
could extinguifh the paflion of avarice in the hearts of Ana- 
nias* and his wife Saphira. Being rich, they pretended to 
vie with the moft charitable, and fold their eftate; but whilft 
they hypocritically pretended to refign the whole price to the 
publick ufe, they fecretly retained a part to themfelves. St. 
Peter to whom God had revealed their hypocrify, reproached 
them fingly, that they had put a cheat upon their own fouls, 
by telling a lie to the Holy Ghoft in the perfon of his mini- 
fters. At his fevere reprimand, firft the huiband, and after- 
wards the wife, fell down dead at his feet. 

The apoftles confirmed their doctrine by many miracles, cu- 
ring the fick, and carting out devils. The people laid their ficlc 
on beds and couches in the ftreets, *That when Pete?' came 9 his 
Jhadoio at the leajl might overfljadow any of them, and they might 
be delivered from their infirmities* The high prieft Caiphas, and 
the other heads of the Sanhedrim weie much incenfed to fo* 
their prohibition flighted, and thegofpcl daily gain ground 5 and 
having apprehended the apoftles, they put them into the com 
mon prifon. But God fent his angel in the night, who opening 
the doors of the prifon fet them at liberty : and early the next 
morning they appeared again preaching publick ly in the tem- 

Vot, II. I> d d plr. 
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pie. The judges of the Sanhedrim again took them up, and 
examined them. The apoftles made no other defence but that 
they ought rather to obey God than men. The high prieft 
and his faction deliberated by what means they might put them 
to death : but their fanguinary intentions were over- ruled by the 
mild counfel of Gamaliel, a famous doctor of the law, who 
advifed them to wait the iffue, and to confider whether this doc- 
trine, confirmed by miracles, came not from God, againll 
whom their power would be vain. However they condemned 
the fervants of God to be fcourged. The apoftles after this 
torment went away full of joy, that they had been judged 
worthy to bear a part in the ignominy and fufterings of the 
crok, the true g^ory and advantages of which they had now 
learned. This their fpirit, fays St. Chryfoftom (30), was the 
greater! of their miracles. Many Jewifh priefts embraced the 
faith of Chriit : but the daily triumphs of the word of God 
raifed a perfecution in Jerufalem, which crowned St. Stephen 
with martyrdom, and difperfed the faithful who fled fome to 
Damafcus, others to Antioch, and many into Phoenicia, Cy- 
prus and other places. The apoftles themfelves remained ftill 
at Jerufalem to encourage the converts. The difciples preach- 
ed the faith in all places whither they came : fo that this difper- 
fion, inftead of extinguifhing the holy fire, fpread it the more 
on all fides. On this occafion Sc. Philip the deacon converted 
many Samaritans, who were efieemed, though fchifmaticks, to 
belong rather to the Jewifh nation than to the Gentiles, and 
Chriit himfelf had preached among them. St. Peter and St. 
John went from Jerufalem to Samaria to confirm the Samari- 
tan converts, and St. Peter had there his firft conflict with Si- 
mon Magus. In the mean time the perfecution had ceafed at 
Jerufalem after the converfion of St. Paul. The favourable 
tlifpofitions of the emperour Tiberius might contribute to re- 
florc this calm. That prince was one of the worft of men, 
and fo cruel a tyrant, that Thcodorus Gadareus, his preceptor, 
fometimcs called him a lump of ficlh, fteeped in blood. Yet 
from the account lent him by Pilate concerning the miracles 
and fanclity of Chrift, he had entertained a high opinion of 
him, had fome thoughts of enrolling him among the gods, 
and tcltiiicd his inclinations in favour of the Chriflians, threat- 
ening even with death rhofc who fhould accufe or molcft them, 
as we are allured by Tcrtullian (31)5 Juflin (32) and 
others. 

St. 

( Mom. 14. in Ail. (31) Apolog c. 5. & 21. (32) 
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St. Peter who had {laid at Jerufalem during the heat of the 
perfecution, after the ftorm was blown over, made a progrefs 
through the adjacent country, to vifit the faithful, as a general 
makes his rounds, fays St. Chryfoftom (33), to fee if all things 
are every where in good order. At Lydda, in the tribe of E- 
phraim, he cured a man named ./Eneas, who had kept his bed 
eight years, being Hck of a palfy ; and at Joppe, being moved 
by the tears of the .poor, he raifed to life the virtuous and cha- 
ritable widow Tabitha. The apoftle lodged fome time in that 
town, at the houfe of Simon the Tanner : which he left by 
the order of an angel to go to baptize Cornelius the Centurion, 
a Gentile. Upon that occafion God manifefted to the prince 
of the apoftles, both by this order, and by a diftincl: virion, the 
great rnyftery of the vocation of the Gentiles to the faith. It 
ieems to. have been after this, that the apoftles difperfed them- 
felves into other countries to preach the gofpel, beginning in the 
adjoining provinces. In the partition of nations which they made 
among themfelves, St. Peter was deftincd to carry the gofpel to 
the capital city of the Roman empire and of the world, fays St. 
Leo.. > : But the apoftles flopped fome time to preach in Syria 
and to.ther ,coun tries near Judaea before they proceeded farther 5 
and St, Peter founded the church of Antioch, which was the 
metropolis not only of Syria, but of all the Eaft. St. Jerom 
(34), Eufebius (35), and other ancient writers afiure us, that 
Antioch was his firft fee. .. It was fitting, fays St. Chryfoftom, 
that the city which firft gave to the faithful the name of Chrif- 
tians, : ftould have for its firft paftor the prince of the apoftles. 
Origen ( : 36), and Eufebius (37), call St. Ignatius the fecond 
bUhopvof Antioch frpm St. Peter. St. Chryfoftom fays St. 
Peter refided'there a long time, : the common opinion is, fe- 
ven, years, from the year thirty-fix to forty-two. During this 
interval he made frequent excurfions to carry the faith into o- 
ther countries. For though feveral of the apoftles chofe parti- 
cular, fees for thcmfelves among the churches which they found - 
ed, they did not fo confine thcmfelves as to forget their uni- 
versal commiflion of preaching to all nations. St. Peter was 
at Jerufalem in 37, when St. Paul paid him a vifit, and (laid 
with him fifteen days (38). Our great apoftle preached to 
die Jews difperfed throughout all the Eaft, in Pontus, Galatia, 
Jlithynia, Cappadocia, and the Lciier Alia, before he went to 
Rome, as Eufebius teltifies. The fame is confirmed by the 
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infeription of his firft epiftle. He announced the faith alfo to 
the Gentiles, as oecafions were offered, throughout thefe and 
other countries, as appears by many inftanccs. St. Peter is 
the only apoftle whom the gofpel mentions to have been mar- 
ried before his vocation to the apoftlefiSip : though we are 
allured by ancient fathers and hiftorians, that St. Philip and 
fome others were aifo married men when they were called 
by Chriffc. St. Clemens of Alexandria (39), St. Jerom, and 
St. Epiphanius exprefly affirm, that from the time of their 
call to the miniftry, or the commencement of their apoftlefhip, 
they all embraced a ftate of perpetual continency. And St. Chry- 
foftom propofes St. Peter as an illuftrious model of chafhty 

(40) . So mortified and abfternious wa*the life of this grear 
apoftle, that St. Gregory Nazianzen relates (41), that his 
diet was only one penny-worth (b), a day of an unfavoury 
and bitter kind of pulfe called lupines, and fbmetimes of herbs ; 
though on certain oecafions hor eat of what was fet before 
him. 

Peter having planted the faith m many countries, arrived at 
length at Rome, that he might encounter the devil in that city, 
which was then the chief feat of fuperftition, and the miftrefs 
of errour. Divine providence, which had raifed the Roman 
empire for the more eafy propagation of the gofpel in many 
countries, was pleafed to fix the fortreis of faith in that great 
metropolis, that it might be more eafily diffufed from the head 
into all parts of the univerfe^ Eutebius (42), St. Jerom, and 
the old Roman calendar publiftied by Bucherius, fay that St. 
Peter held the fee of Rome twenty five years , though he was 
often abfent upon his apoftolick functions in other countries. 
According to this chronology, many place his firft arrival at 
Rome in the fecond year of the reign of Claudius, of Chrift 
42 5 others defer his coming to Rome two years later, till the 
latter end of the year 44, and place his death in the laft year 
of Nero's reign. La&antius mentions only his laft coming 

to Rome under Nero (c)> a few years before his martyrdom 

(43)- I f 

(3°J Strom. 1. 3. p. 448. (40) L. d« Virginit. c, %z* 

(41) S. Naz. Or. 16. Sc Carm. 140. (42) Euf. in Chron. 

(b) *A(7cr<tf/#. 

{c) Nothing can be more in- fee. Hence Rome ie ilylcd by 

conteftable in hillory, than that the more venerable ancient coun- 

ahe city of Rome was honoured cils. The Se« of Peter. In thit 

by the prefence, preaching and the concurring tcftimony of all an- 

martyrdom of the prince or the cicnt Chriftian writers, down from 

apoftlcs, and that he wa» tho St. Ignatiui the difciple of thu 

founder and firft bilhop *f that apcilU, « unanimoui. Eufe- 
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(43), If he was at Rome in 42, he returned fpeedily into 
the Eaft ; for in 44 he was thrown into prifon at Jeru- 
falem by king Agrippa (44) ; and being miraculoufly deliver- 

D d d 3 ed 



Laftant. de Mort/Perfec. 
T. 1 • {44) Aft. xii. 

bius tells us, that one motive 
which brought him to Rome, 

was to defeat the impoftures of 
Simon Magus, who had repair- 
ed thither from the Eatl, whence 
St. Peter had expelled him. 
•« Againft that bane of mankind 
il (Simon)** fays this parenc of 
church hiftory, " the moll «ner- 
" ciful and kind providence 
conduces to Rome Peter, the 
moll courageous, and the 
greateft among the apofties, 
and him who for his prowefs 
was the chief, and the prince 

of ail the reft. nagM-ojfef M 
vmyctQos **s ^hmG^vrufn tSv 

yettf ttii air 0 foxtail vv ot^tiS? 
yo,©y II'it£oy iocs w Vvfiwr at 

Euf. hift. 1. 2. c. 14. Ed. 

Vales. 

Mr. Whifton, in The Memoirs 
of his trwn fife, p. $99, writes as 

follows : 4 * Mr. Bower, with 
fome weak proteftants before 
him, almo ft pretends to deny 
that St, Peter ever was at 
Romo ; concerning which mat- 
ter take my own former words 
out of my three Tracts, p. 53, 
Mr. Baratier proves moft: 
thoroughly, as Bifhop Pear- 
fon has done before him, that 
St. Peter was at Rome. This 
isfo clear in Chriftian antiqui- 
ty, that it is a fhame for a 
proteftant to confefs that any 

protciUat «t«r denied it. Tim 
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#c partial procedure demonftrates 
** that Mr. Bower has by no 
** means got clear of the pre- 
*' judices of fome proteftants, as 
** an impartial writer of hiftory, 
** Which he ftrongly pretends to 
*« be, ought to do, and he has 
in this cafe greatly hurt the 
" proteftant caufe, inftead of 
" helping it." 

N. B. Mr. Baratier, a prote- 
ftant divine, printed at Utrecht, 
in 1740, his Chronological In- 
quiry about the moft ancient bi- 
fhops of Rome, from Peter to 
Vi&or, in which he demonftrates 
that St. Peter was at Rome, as 
Bifhop Pearfon had done before 
by a learned diflertation in his 
pofthumous works. 

Eufebius, h z. c. 17. and S. 
Jerom, Caul. c. 1 1. relate, that 
St. Peter met at Rome Philo, the 
moft learned Jewifh philofopher, 
who fkmrifbed at Alexandria, 
and was famous for the fmooth~ 
nefs and fweetnefs of his elo- 
quence, in which he fecmed to 
rival Plato. In his moral writ~ 
ings he depreciates the dignity 
of the Mofaick divine precepts 
and hiftory, by intermixing falfe 
Platoniclc notions, and by re- 
mote allegorical comments : in 
which latter, Origen, in fome de- 
gree, became too much his imi- 
tator. Philo was fent to Rome 
by the Jews of Alexandria, in 
the year 40, on an embafly to 
Caius Caligula, by whom he 
vras very ill treated ; an account 
of which, with a genuine na- 
tural 
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ed by an angel, he again left that city, and travelling through 
many countries in the Eaft, he eftablifhed in them bifhops, as 
St. Agapetus afTures us. He was at Rome foon after, but was 
banifhed from that city, when, on account of the tumults 
■which the Jews there raifed againft the Chriftians, as Sueto- 
nius relates, the emperour* Claudius expelled them both, in the 
year 49. But they were foon allowed to return. St. Peter 
went again into the Eaft, and in 51 was prefent in the gene- 
ral council held by the apoftles at Jerufalem, in which he 
made a difcourfe to fhew, that the obligation of the Jewifh 
ceremonies was not to be laid on the Gentile converts. His 
determination was feconded by St. James, bifhop of Jerufalem, 
and formed by the council into a decree. The fame fynod 
confirmed to St. Paul, in a fpecial manner, the apoftlefhip of 
the Gentiles (45), though he announced the faith aifo to the 
Jews when occafion ferved. St. Peter whilft he preached in 
Judsea, chiefly laboured in converting the Jews. They being 
tenacious of the legal ceremonies, the ufe of them was for 
fume time tolerated in the converts, provided chey did not re- 
gard them as of precept : which being always condemned as 
an errour in faith, was called the Nazarean herefy (d). After 

the 

(45) Gal. ii. 2* 

eyes to the truth. His nephew, 
Tiberius Alexander, a philofo- 
pher, apoftatized to idolatry, 
and was made by the Romans 
governour of Juda:a in 46. 

[J) The ceremonial precepts 
and rites of the Jewirh law were 
all typical, pointing out a Re- 
deemer to come ; and were there- 
fore to ccafe by their accom- 

plifhment ; as fhadows they were 
banifhed by the reality. The 
various legal uuclcanneilcs were 
lenfible emblems of the fpiritual 
uncleaunels of fin, which was 
wiped away by the death of 
Chrilt. God a Wo would lignify 
by fo many peculiar laws in this 
refpect, tli at the Jews were his 
chofen people, feparatcd from 
the world : and he would put 
them in mind what clean nefs o\ 
heart he requires. The diltinc 

tion of unclean meats was I i k c 



tural defcription of the folly, 
prido, inconftancy and extrava- 
gancies of that tyrant, he has 
left us in his difcourfe Againil 
Flaecu;. In his book, On the 
contemplative life, he describes 
the Therapeuts of Egypt in his 
time, who, according to Eufe- 
bius and St. Jerom, were chrif- 
tian afceticks, or perfons parti- 
cularly devoted to the divine 
fcrvice, arid heavenly contem- 
plation, under a rule of certain 
regular exercifes of virtue. Pho- 
tin:, pretends (cod. lor;,) that 
JPhllo was converted to the faith 
by St Peter at Rome, whither 
he made a fecond voyage in the 
reijm of'-'luudiu.';. Cut notwith- 
It audi 11^ his friend (liip and com- 
merce with St. Peter, he feems 
to have been too much intoxi- 
cated with the pride of the world, 
and never to have opened his 
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the council at Jerufalem, St. Peter went to Antioch, where 
he eat promifcuoufly with the Gentile converts, without ob- 
serving the Jewifli diftinc"tion of unclean meats. But certain 
Jewifli converts from Jerufaleni coming in, he fearing their 
Icandal, withdrew from table, at which action the Gentile 
chriftians took offence. To obviate the fcandal of thefe lat- 
ter, St. Paul publickly rebuked his fuperiour left his 
behaviour might Teem to condemn tho/'e who did noc obferve 
the Jewifh ceremonial precepts, and left they might appre- 
hend fome difagreement in the doctrine of the two apofllcs. St. 
Peter, whilft he ftudied to avoid what might give offence to 
the weak Jewifh converts, had not fufficieiuiy attended to 
the fcandal which the Gentile profely tes might take at his action., 
Neverthelefs St. Auflin juftly obferves, that both thefe apoftles 
give us on this occafion great leflbns of virtue (47 ) : for we 
cannot fumciently admire the jufl liberty which St. Paul (hew- 
ed in his rebuke, nor the humble modefty of St. Peter (e) - ? 
< c but," fays that father, (48), " St. Peter fets us an example of 
* c a more wonderful and difficult virtue. For it is a much 
cc eafier talk for one to fee what to reprehend in another, and 
* c to put him in mind of a fault, than for us publickly to 
tc acknowledge our own faults, and to correct them. How 
<c heroick a virtue is it to be willing to be rebuked 
<c by another, by an inferiour (/) and in the fight of 
" all the world ?" This example of Peter*" fays he in ano - 
ther place (49), <c is the moil, perfect pattern of virtue he 

D d d 4 " could 

(46) Gal. ii. 2. (47) S.Aug Ep. $2. ( A S) S A'^. 

in Gal. ii. p. 949. (49) S. Aug. Ser. 350. Ed. Den. 

wife a trial of obedience, and interpreters in Levit. 1. &c. 
a bar to familiar commerce with (e) This is the anfwer which, 

infidel nations, to preicrve the St. Auftin p;ives to the fcnfclcls 

people of God from infection, fla-.idcr of Porphyrias, who had 

amidft an idolatrous world, as charged theft-, holy apnUles, on 

Theodoret obferves [in Levit. this occafion, with h vpociviiV 

qu. i."] It was removed when and prttle. I t is Hi-mi'-c to \t:c. this 

all nations were adopted into the abfurd calumny, conn My incon- 

church. The llefh of animals, fillent with the eircum!,\nicei 

called in the 1-evitical law r/»- of this facl, and with the avmv- 

c!ean t was ufually unfavoury and ed character of thWe h >)y in n, 

un whole fome. This diilincticm lenewed in our da\ s, in an .v- 

of unclean meals is mentioned pre! . dilil-rtaiion on thh. pall'.-v, 

in general long befotc Mules, ammi-; the: works ol mw v.iio 

in the divine precepts j;iven 10 profci'-d himklf a Chrillian. Sec 

Noah, and was perhaps almoil the iiUiumous woihs of l)v. 

a* old as the world. See the Omyc.s Middicton. 

(f) Vojlcrhrem* 
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cd by an angel, he again left that city, and travelling through 
many countries in the Eaft, he eftablifhed in them bifhops, as 
St. Agapetus allures us. He was at Rome foon after, but was 
ban idled from that city, when, on account of the tumults 
which the Jews there raifed againft the Chriftians, as Sueto- 
nius relates, the emperour* Claudius expelled them both, in the 
year 49. But they were foon allowed to return. St. Peter 
went again into the Eaft, and in 51 was prefent in the gene- 
ral council held by the apoftles at Jerufalem, in which he 
made a difcourfe to fhew, that the obligation of the Jewifh. 
ceremonies was not to be laid on the Gentile converts. His 
determination was feconded by St. James, bifliop of Jerufalem, 
and formed by the council into a decree. The fame fy nod 
confirmed to St. Paul, in a fpecial manner, the apoftlefhip of 
the Gentiles (45), though he announced the faith alfo to the 
Jews when occafion ferved. St. Peter whilft he preached in 
Judsea, chiefly laboured in converting the Jews. They being 
tenacious of the legal ceremonies, the ufe of them was for 
fome time tolerated in the com r erts, provided chey did not re- 
gard them as of precept : which being always condemned as 
an errour in faith, was called the Nazarean herefy (d). After 

the 

(45) Gal. ii. 2. 

eyes to the truth. His nephew, 
Tiberius Alexander, a philofo- 
pher, apofbitized to idolatry, 
and was made by the Romans 
governour of Juda;a in 46. 

(d) The ceremonial precepts 
and rites of the Jcwifn law were 
all typical, pointing out a Re- 
deemer to come ; and were there- 
fore to ceafe by their, accom- 
plifhmcnt ; as fhadows they were 
oanifhed by the reality. The 
various legal unclean nelies were 
{cnfible emblems of the fpiritual 
uncleaimeis of fin, which was 
wiped away by the death ot 
Chriit. (jod a Kb would itgnify 
by fo many peculiar laws in thic 
refpect, that the Jews were hi* 
chofen people, fuparatetl from 
the world : and he would put 
them in mind what cleanneft* of 
heart he requires. The dillinc 

tion of unclean meats was like 



tural defcription of the folly, 
pride, inconftancy and extrava- 
gancies of that tyrant, he has 
left us in his difcourfe Againlt 
Flaccui. In his book, On the 

contemplative life, he defcribes 
the Tberapeuts of Egypt in his 
time, who, according to Eufe- 
bius and St. jerom, were chrif- 
tian afcctickii, or pcrfons parti- 
cularly devoted to the divine 
fcrvice, and heavenly contem- 
plation, under a rule of certain 
regular exercifes of virtue. Pho- 
tins pretends (cod. 1015,) that 
3Ph:Io was converted to the faith 
hy St Peter r<t Rome, whither 
he made a feeond voyage in the 
rei<»n of '.laudius. But notwith- 
Handing his friend (hip and com- 
jnerce with St. Peter, he feems 
to have been too much intoxi- 
cated with the pride of the world, 

and never to have opened his 
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the council at Jerufalem, St. Peter went to Antioch, where 
he eat prom i feu 011 fly with the CJentile converts, without ob- 
ferving the Tewifh diftin£f.ion of unclean meats. But certaia 
Jewifh converts from Jerufalem coming in, he fearing their 
fcandal, withdrew from table, at which action the Gentile 
chriftians took ofFence. To obviate the fcandal of thefe lat- 
ter, St. Paul publickly rebuked his fuperiour (46J, left his 
behaviour might feem to condemn thofe who did not obferve 
the Jewifh ceremonial precepts, and left they might appre- 
hend fome difagreemtnt in the doctrine of the two apoftlcs. St, 
Peter, whilft he ftudied to avoid what might give offence to 
the weak Jewifh converts, had not fufficiemly attended to 
the fcandal which the Gentile profelytes might take at his action. 
Neverthelefs St. Auliin juftly obferves, that both thefe apoilles 
give us on this occafion great leffons of virtue (47 J : for we 
cannot fufficientiy admire the jufl liberty which St. Paullhew- 
ed in his rebuke, nor the humble modefry of St. Peter (c) ; 
" but," fays that father, ( 48), " St. Peter lets us an example of 
* c a more wonderful and difficult virtue. For- it is a mucli 
" eafier talk for one to fee what to reprehend in another, and. 
<c to put him in mind of a fault, than for us publickly to 
tc acknowledge our own faults, and to correct them. How 
" heroick a virtue is it to be willing to be rebuked 
<c by another, by an inferiour (f) and in the fig; t of 
cc all the world r" This example of Peter./' fays he in ano- 
ther place (49), 46 is the mod perfect pattern of virtue he 

D d d 4 " could 

(46) Gal. ii. 2. (4;) S.Aug Ep. Sz. ( 4 S) S Auj. 

in Gal. ii. p. 949. {49) S. Aug. Ser. 550. Ed. Den. 

wife a trial of obedience, and interpreters in Lcvit. xi. 1. &r. 
a bar to familiar commerce with (c) This is the anfwer vvhick 

infidel nations, to preferve the St. Auftin o;ives to the fenfelefs 

people of God from infection, (lander of Porphyrins, who had 

am id ft an idolatrous world, as charged thefe holy apo^les, on 

Theodoret obferves [in Lcvit. this occafion, with h/poenfv 

qu. i."] It was removed when and pride. 1 £ is llrMi'-o to tee this 

all nations were adopted into the abfurd calumny, cmially i;vou- 

church. The (lefh of animals, fillent with the circuit i] . neei 

called in the I.cvitical Jaw r/»- of this fact, and with ;i vo\v- 

clcan, was ufually unfavoury and ed character of f;. ,w e h »Iy in -n, 

unwhoiefome. This clillinctiou renewed 111 III tl ^ y 1 1 ill! » 

of unclean meats is mentioned pre! dilfcrtation on ihi . paf.'.« y, 
in general long before Mofes, 
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the divine precepts j;ivcn to profc.i'.'d himk U a Ciirij 1 , ian. 
Noah, and was perhapi. almoil the , .»it!ju:iious w 01 Us of })r. 
a* old as the world, See the Conyc.s Middlcton. 

(f) roJicrLrem. 
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** could have fet us, becaufe by it he teaches us to preferve 
<c charity by humility." Every one can correct others : but 
only a faint can receive well publick rebuke. This is the 
true teft of perfect humility, and heroick virtue : this is lome- 
thing far more edifying and more glorious than the rnoft con- 
vincing apologies. St. Gregory the Great fays of this con- 
duel of St. Peter (50). " He forgot his own dignity for 
** fear of lofing any degree of humility. He afterwards com- 
'* mended the epiftles of St. Paul, as full of wifdom, though 
* c we read in them fbmething which feems derogatory from 
c< his honour. But this lover of truth rejoiced that all (hould 
c< know that he had been reproved, and fhould believe the 
" reproof was julV* 

St. Peter wrote two canonical epiftles. The firft he dates 
from Babylon, by which St. Jerom and Eufebius tell us he 
meant Rome, at that time the centre of idolatry and vice. 
The Jews ufually called fuch cities by that figurative name j 
as they gave to a city infamous for debaucheries the name of 
Sodom, and to an idolatrous country that of Egypt, to a race 
accurfed by God, that of Canaan. Rome is alfo called Baby- 
lon in the Apocalypfe. This name might be frequently given 
it among the Chriftians of that age (g.) This epiftie feems to 
have been written between the years forty-five, and fifty-five. 
It is chiefly addreffed to the converted Jews, though the 
apoftle alfo fpeaks to the Gentile converts, as St. Auftin ob- 
ferves. His principal view in it was to confirm them in faith 
under their fufferings and perfections, and to confute the er- 
rours of Simon and of the Nicolaits. Erafmus, Eftius, and 
all other judicious criticks, admire in the ftyle a majefty and vi- 
gour worthy the prince of the apbftles, and a wonderful depth 
of fenfe couched in few words. His fecond epiftie was written 
from Rome a little before his death, and' may be regarded as his 
fpiritual teftament. In it he ftrongly exhorts the faithful, to 
labour carneftly in the great work of their fanclification, and 
cautions them to ftand upon their guard againft the fnares of 
herefy. It is a tradition at Rome, that St. Peter converted the 
houfe of Pudcns, a Roman fenator, into a church, which 
now bears the name of St. Peter'* ad vinculo. Many ancient 

niarty- 

(50) Mom. 18. in Kzcch. p. 1294. 

h 

[g) Calmct dcmonltratcs that fy, and had been abandoned 
in St. Peter's epiftles we cannot by the Jews fomc years before: 
underftand, cither Babylon in or Babylon in Kgypt, which wa* 
CUaldaja, which was then in then no more than a cattle, &c* 
nuns, as Pliny and Strabo tcfti- 
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martyrologies mention a feaft of " The dedication of the firfl: 
« c church in Rome confecrated by St. Peter." The Chriftians 
only feem to have built churches at Rome after the perfection 
of Severus : but had before oratories and chapels in fuch 
manner as the perfecutions would allow : and the raoft facred 
of thefe were afterwards converted into churches. St. Paul 
mentions a chriftian in Rome called Pudens (50), whom fome 
think to have been this fenator. We cannot doubt but St. 
Peter preached the gofpel over all Italy, as Eufebius, Rufinus, 
and others aflltre us - 9 and like wife in other provinces of the 
Weft, according to the commiffion which the apoftles receiyed 
to carry the gofpel over the whole earth. Whence they dip 1 
not confine themfelves to Angle cities, except that St- James 
fixed his refidence at Jerufalem for the fake of the. Jews. 0*r 
Ifland among other places lays claim to the happinefs of haying 
been vifited by St. Peter, though this is only fupported by mo- 
dern vouchers, as may be feen in Alford, Ufher and Crefly. 
Laclantius writes (51 ), that the two great apoftles, St. Peter and 
Paul foretold at Rome, that God fhould in a little time fend a 



prince againft the Jews, who fhould overcome them, and level 
their metropolis with the ground : that during the fiege of it, they 
fhould pine with hunger and thirft, even to the eating of one ano- 
ther : that after it mould be taken, they fhould fee their women 
grjevoufly tormented before their eyes, their virgins devour- 
ed, their young men torn afunder, their babes daftied to 
pieces, their country wafted with fire and fword, and 
the whole nation baniftied out of their own land, becaufe 
they had exalted themfelves, above the moft gracious and 
approved Son of God. St. Athanafius £52) mention?, 
that St* Peter and Paul had often fled from perfecutors in 
times of danger, till being allured of their martyrdom by a 
revelation, they courageoufly went to meet it. Our Saviour im- 
mediately after his refurre£tion, had foretold St. Peter, in 
what manner he fhould glorify him in his old age, and that he 
fhould follow him even to the death of the crofs (53). He 
afterwards revealed to him the time, of his death (54). Several 
triumphs over the devil prepared him for that crown. To 
give a clear^ view of his laft glorious conflict, it is ncceflary to 
introduce the hiftory. of that remarkable event, by a fhort r ac- 
count of the laft adventure of his celebrated antagonist. Si- 
mon Magus, after pairing through divers provinces, came 
to Rome, and there gained a high reputation. St. Juftin 

Martyr, 



(50) 2 Tim. iv. ti. L. 4. air, (52) ,ApoJ r pro fugy, 

P 7 I 3* (53) J ohn 36. i3 r 19. (<^1, Pel, 1;. 14* 

4 * 
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Martyr, St. Irenaeus, Tertullian, Eufebius, St. Cyril of Je- 
rusalem y and Xheodoret afTure us 5 that divine honours were 
paid him there, and that a ftatue was ere£led to him in the 
ifle of Tiber, by the emperour Claudius and the fenate, with 
this infeription, Simotii Deo Sanfto {q). If Simon inclined the 

humour 



($} Several moderns have call- 
ed in queftion this ftatue, and 
fancy that St. Juftin was led into 
a miitake, by a ftatue which 
was dug up in the ifle of Tiber, 
near two-hundred years ago, 
dedicated to Semo Sancus or 
Sangus, a demi-god cf the Sa- 
bins, with this infeription. Se- 
9noni Sanco Deo Fidio J'acrum Sex. 
Pompeius Sp. F. donum dedit. In 

anfwer to this furmife of Salma- 
fius, Le Clerc and fome other?, 
the judicious Tillemont makes 
the following reflections, (Note 
on Simon Magus, T. 2. p. 340. ) 
*< Juftin Martyr affirms, that a 
•* ftatue was erected in Rome to 
*' Simon Magus, as to a god : 
*« this he repeats twice in his 
*' great apology, addreffed to 
** the emperour, to the fenate, 
«' and to all the people of 
*« Rome ; and fufficiently in- 
<c timates, that it was the cm- 
« c perour Claudius, and the fe- 
" nate who caufed this ftatue to 
«' be fefe up. it is evident that 
4< S. Cyril of Jcrufalem thus 
1£ under Hood him. S. ]rena;us, 
* i 1 i. adv. ha^r. c. 7-0. p. 115 ) 
ie T'-i'tulUan (Apol. c 13.) Eu- 

•* febim (hift. 1- 2 c. 14.) St. 
" Cyril of Jcrufalem (Cat. 6. 
* £ P- 53 ) St* Auftin (1 de ha;- 
'< ics. c. i. p. 8.) and Theo- 
tl do ret (1 buret. i*ab. 1. 1. c. i.) 
" ail'cit the lame. Tertullian* 
-* Eufebius and St. A u Hi n fay, 
*« it was railed by publick au- 
«t thority : and Tertullian and 
« St. Cyril make mention of the 
« fame infeription. Can any 
one imagine that St- Juftin, 



cc a perfon then living in 
iC Rome, well acquainted with 
<c all the mythology of the 
£< heathens, writing to the em- 
" perours and fenate. could 
** have fallen into fo ridiculous 
a miftake, of which the mean- 
fci eft artifan could have con - 
" vinced him r On the other 
* c fide, the heathens could riot 
<e fail to take notice of fuch a 
c< blunder, and turn it to the 
*• fcorn of the apologift and hio 
" religion. Yet this they never 
" did ; other wife the author 
*• would have excufed himfelf 
" in his fecond apology : and 
" could never have had the bold- 
" nefs to cite this very pafTagc 
" in his dialogue with Trypho, 
*« (p. 349.) Irenxus and Tertul- 
t€ lian (than whom no man was 
" better acquainted with the 
** follies of paganifm) could 
* c not have had the afTurance to 
" repeat fo grofs a blunder, had 
<c the heathens fhewn it to be 
" fuch.St. Auftin was no ftranger 
" to the Sancus or Sanrrus of the 

O 

4t Sabins ; for he makes men- 

4< tion of him (1. 18. de Civ. 

" c. 19.) yet he fays, that a 

" ftatue was, by publick autho- 

" riiy, creeled, not only to 

" Simon, but alfo to his ilclc- 

14 na : which he did not take 

" from St. Juftin : no more 

" than Theodorct did the cir- 

<c cumftaucc that the ilatue of 

«' Simon was of brafs. More- 

" over, the difterence between 

<( Setnoni Sanco, or Sango, and 

c< Simoni Sanclo iu obvious. 

* 4 And 

* w 
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humour of Meflalina that way, file was capable of being car- 
ried to all forts of extravagancies, and of perfuading Claudius 
to the fame : for that emperour is juftly called a child with 
grey hairs, a greater ideot having never worn the purple. 
Meflalina being flain for her publiclc adulteries and other 
crimes, in the year forty-eight, Claudius took to wife his niece 
Agrippina, by an inceft till then condemned in the Roman 

flate. 



" And the word Fidio quite 
" changed the fenfe, meaning 
t£ that god to be the Roman 

us who prefided over 
" oaths. If Juftin thought this 
" denoted the quality of the Son 
" of God, why did not he take 
' c notice of ic ? Laftly, the fta- 
61 tue of Semo was erected by a 
" private perfon, not by the 
" emperour or fenate. Several 
<< ftatues were confecrated to 
" Semo Sancus, befides this in 
ee the ifle of l iber : one is men- 
" tioned by Baronius (ad an. 
* f 44.) which was erected on 
" the Quirinal hill ; and two 
** others have been found in Italy, 
" (Gruter Infcript. p. 96, 97,, 
" 98.) It is clear in Gruter, 
<c that the Romans fome times 
•* added the epithet SanSius to 
~< their gods, and that of Deus t 
i( though not fo often as Di<vus, 
" to thofe whom they had 
iC known only men. St. Ircnacus 
iC and St. Cyril fay this ilatue 
*' was erected by the order of 
* 4 Claudius ; St. Auflin fays, at 
" f the inlhmce of Simon himfelf. 
*' The Romans ofl : ered facrifices 
* f to Caligula and Domitian in 
u their life time : Philoilratus 
<4 fays, that Apollonius Tya- 
" twus was worfliippcd for a 
god whilit living. Athena- 
" goras informs us, that about 
" the year 180 the city of Vroas 
v4 crofted fevcrat ftatucs to one 
<( Ncrullinus, oilered facrifices 
* 4 to one of them, and pretended 
'* chat it gave oracles, and hcal- 



cc ed the fick, even when Ne- 
" rullinus himfcif lay fick (Ie- 

'* g at * P ro Chriit. p. 29.) And 
*■ SS. Paul and Barnabas had 
" a great deal of difficulty 
(t to hinder thofe of Lyftra 
" from offering facrifices to 
" them." Thus Tillemont. The 
learned Mr Reeves, in his notes 
on this apology of St. Juftin, (p. 
50.) fays, 4< we muft alfo ob- 
Ci ferve, that our martyr hun- 
" (elf was a Samaritan, and 
** lived in the next age ; that 
" he was a perfon of great Iearn- 
C( ing and gravity ; of a genius 
** wonderfully inquifitive about 
" matters of this nature ; that 
*• he was at this time at Rome, 
*' where every one could inform 
46 him of what god this was 
et the Ilatue as ealily as any one 
" about London, could tell now 
*' whofe the itatuc is at Charing- 
Crofs ; that he prefented this 
" apology to the empcrours and 
" fenate, and prefled for the 
<c demolifhing of this flattie : 
" which if it was grounded on 
4< fo notorious a miilake, mult 
" have a very ill effccTt upon his 
" apology and caufc, and mull: 
cc needs be re fen ted, t\c." Svj 
this facl defended by Ban,.-, 
ad an. ' 4.4. n. Snence. f 

Not. in Orig, contra Cell. J. 1 o. 
44.. Hammond, dirt". 1 de I'; if' . 
Crotius, 1. 3. Oner. p. .,<;i5. 
llalloix in Si: fi'tiin, and ci^e- 
cially Weflon, m an cxprcia dif- 
fer t. p. 17. 
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ftate. Being a greater firebrand than Me Hal in a had ever 
been, fhe puftied Claudius on many a£ts of cruelty ; for out 
of meer ftupidity, and without malice* he could fport him-K 
felf in blood. She prevailed on him to adopt Nero, who was 
her (on by Domitius, her firft huiband. Claudius left a fon 
of his own by Meffalina, called Britannicus. Agcippina 
afterwards poifoned Claudius in the year fifty- one, and by a 
complication of crimes, opened the way to the imperial 
throne for her fon Nero. The young prince foon fet aiide 
his mother, but governed ftve years with great clemency, leaving 
the direction of all things to his mafter Seneca, and to Burrhus, 
the prefect of the praetorian cohorts ; except that he poifoned 
his brother Britannicus, whilft they were fupping together, in 
the year fifty-five. But after he had killed his own mother 
Agrippina, in fifty-eight, he became the greateft monfter of 
cruelty and vice, that perhaps ever difgraced the human fpe- 
cies. Simon Magus found means to ingratiate himfelf 
with this tyrant, for Nero was above all mortals infatuated 
with the fuperftittons of the black art to the laft degree of 
folly and extravagance. To excel in this was one of his 
greateft paflions : and for this purpofe, he fpared no expence, 
and ftuck at no crimes. But all his endeavours were fruitlefs. 
When Tiridates, a Parthian prince, who was a magici- 
an, came to Rome, and was crowned by Nero king of 
Armenia* in the forum, the tyrant hoped to learn of him 
fome important fecrets of that deteftable fuperftition. The 
moft fkilful of the Parthian magicians exhaufted all their 
fcience to fatisfy him : but only gave the world a new proof 
of the emptinefs of that art-. Pliny concludes from this want 
of fuccefs in Nero, and Tillemont repeats the fame of Julian 
the apoftate, that feeing the utmoft fkill of thofe who have 
rnoft addifted themfelves to this deceitful art, joined with the 
greateft power and impiety, was never able to effecT: any 
thing by it, every one muft reft convinced, that magick is 
not lefs vain and idle, than it is impious and execrable. Sir 
mon Magus, by his vain boaftings and illufions, could not 
fail to pleafe this tyrant. The fathers aflure us that this fa- 
mous magician had promUcd the cmpcrour and people to fly 
in the air, carried by his angels, thus pretending to imitate 
the afcenfion of Chrift. Accordingly he raifed himfelf in the 
air by his magical power, in prefence of the emperour. St T 
Peter and St. Paul, feeing the dcluiion, betook themfelves to 
their prayer* ; upon which the impoftor fell to the ground, 
was bruifed, broke a leg, and died a few. days after in rage 
and confufion. This wonderful event is related by St. Juftin, 

St. Ambrofc, St. Cyril of Jcrufaiem, St, Auftiu, St. Phila- 

lirius, 
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ftrius, St. Ifidore of Pelufium, Theodoret, and others. Dion 
Chryfoftomus, a heathen, writes that Nero kept a long time 
in his court a certain magician, who promifed to fly (55). 
And Suetonius fays (56), that at the publick games a mart 
undertook to fly in the prefence of Nero ; but fell in his firft 
efiay, and his blood even (rained the balcony in which the enV- 
perour ftood. This hiftory Baronius, Tillerriont, Ceillier 
and Orfi underftand of Simon Magus. 

The great progrefs winch the faith made in Rome, by the 
miracles and preaching of the apoftles, was the caufe of the 
perfecution which Nero raifed againft the church, as Lactan- 
tius mentions. Other fathers fay, the refentment of the ty- 
rant againft the apoftles was much inflamed by the misfor- 
tune of Simon Magus : and he was unreafonable enough to 
make this credible. But he had already begun to perfecute the 
Chriftians from the time of the conflagration of the city in 
fixty-four. St. Ambrofe tells us (57)* that the Chriftians in- 
treated St. Peter to withdraw for a while. The apoftle, 
though unwillingly, yielded to their importunity, and made 
his cfcape by night. But going out of the gate of the city, 
he met Jefus Chrift, or what in a vifion appeared in his form, 
and aiked him : <6 Lord, whither art thou going ?" Chrift 
anfwered : CI I am going to Rome to be crucified again." 
St. Peter readily underftood this vifion to be meant of himfelf, 
and taking it for a reproof of his cowardice, and a token that 
it was the will of God he fliould fuffer, returned into the 
city, and being taken, was put into the Mamertine prifon 
with St. Paul. The two apoftles are faid to have remained 
there eight months, during which time they converted SS. 
Proceflus and Martinian, the captains of their guards, with 
forty-feven others. It is generally afferted, that when they 
were condemned, they were both fcourged before they were 
put to death. If St. Paul might have been exempted on ac- 
count of his dignity of a Roman citizen, it is certain St. Pe- 
ter muil' have undergone that punifhment, which, according 
to the Roman Jaws, was always inflicted before cruci- 
fixion. It is an ancient tradition in Rome, that they were 
both led together out of the city by the Ottian gate. St. Pru- 
dentius fays, that they fufFcrcd both together in the fame field 
near afwampy ground on the banks ot the Tiber. Some fay 
St. Peter fuftered on- the fame day of the month, but a year 
before St. Paul. But teufebius, St. itpiphanius, and moft 
others aflirm, that they fuftered the fame year, and on the 
twenty-ninth of June. St. Peter when lie was come to the 

place 



(55) Or. 21* (56) In,N«ron, c. 12. (57) St. Ambr. Scrm, 68. 
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place of execution, requefted of the officers, that he might 
be crucified with his head downwards, alleging that he was 
not worthy to fuffer in the fame manner t his divine Mafter had 
died before him (i). St. Ambrofe (58), St. Auftin (59)5 and 
St, Prudentius afcribe this his petition partly to his humility, and 
partly to his defire of fuffeiing more for Chrift. Seneca men- 
tions, that the Romans fometimes crucified men with their 
heads downwards : and Eufebius teflifies (60), that feveral 
martyrs were put to that cruel death. Accordingly the exe- 
cutioners eafily granted the apoftle his extraordinary requeft. 
St. Chryfoftom, St. Auftin, and St, Afterius, fay he was nail- 
ed to the crofs - 3 Tertullian mentions that he was tied with 
cords. He was probably both nailed and bound with ropes 
F. Pagi places the martyrdom of thefe two apoftles in the 
year 65, on the twenty-ninth of June (I). St. 

(58) InPf. 118. (59) Serm. 253. (60) Hift. 1. 8. c 8. 



(i) Il/e tamcn writ us % <elf& 
decus <rmulando mortis, Am- 
bin tanti gloriam mmgijiri. 

N&vetat ex bujnili caelum citius 
Jb/ere a dirt. 

S. Prud. de Cor. Hymn. 6. 
alias 12. So alfo Orig. in Gen. 
apud Euf. 1. 3. c. 1. S. Chryf. 
horn. 5. in 2 Tim. 2. S. Hier. de 
Script. 

(4) The oldeft pontificals and 
calendars fay, that St. Peter was 
crucified and buried near Nero's 
palace, on the Vatican, in the 
fame place where his great church 
now ftands. See Scheleftrate, 
T- 1. Ant. EccL p. 402. Berth 
T. 2. Difs. Hid. p. 12. Bozius 
mnd Aringhi, lloma Subter- 
ranea. 

(/) To fettle the chronology of 
St Peter's hiftory, it is neceflary 
firft to determine the year in 
which Chrift died. When the 
confulatcs, by which years were 
molt frequently dated in the 
Roman empire, began to be 
confufed, and were foon after 
cxtincl, Diuny fills Hxigtius, a 
Scythian by extraction, ;l learn- 
ed abbot in Rome, in the Jail 



year of the emperour Juftin, of 
the Chriftian sera 527, publifhed 
a Pafchal Cycle, in which he 
computed the dates of the years 
from the firffc day of January 
following, reputing the time of 
the birth of Chrift, on the twen- 
ty-fifth of December. George 
Syncellus mentions Panodorus, 
an Egyptian monk, in the reign 
of Arcadius,' in the fifth age, 
who in a chronicle, had made 
ufe of this epoch, in which fe- 
veral Orientals had imitated him. 
Dionyfius Exiguus firft made 
ufe of it in the Weft : but before 
the clofe of the eighth century, 
its ufe was fo univcrfal, that it 
has been called theCommonChri- 
ltian ./Era ; though Bade in 731, 
both in his hiftory, and in hii 
learned book, De Tempoi um Ra- 
tions, and fomc others, date 
their ssra one year before Diony- 
fius, and from the feaft of the 
incarnation of Chrift. or the 
annunciation of the B. Virgin, 
the twenty-fifth of March. 
Modern Chronologifts difcover- 
ing that this common aura was 

erroneous, and that the birth oi 

Chrift 
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St. Gregory 
were buried in 
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writes, that the bodies of the two apoftles 
the Catacombs, two miles out of Rome (61). 

The 

(6i") St. Greg. 1. 3. ep. 30. 



Chriil certainly preceded it, 
have run into oppoiite extremes, 
and by their different opini- 
ons, and perplexed diflertations, 
have rendered the exacl chrono- 
logy of the firft period of our 
holy religion the more obfeure 
and unfettled. To avoid am- 
biguity, and to throw a light on 
this part of facred hiftory, it is 
necefTary to prcmife fomefhort 
obfervations which may ferve as 
a clue to conduct us through 
this labyrinth. The neglect of 
the deference due to the authority 
ofthe fathers who lived near thofe 
times, has been a fource of ma- 
ny miftakes, which their tefti- 
mony removes, and prefents a 
i'yftem moft confiftent both with 
itfelf, and with the gofpel hi- 
ftory. By this rule Chrift will 
be proved to have been born in 
the year of Rome 749, accord- 
ing to the computation of Varro, 
the fortieth of Auguftus, an'd the 
fifth before the common a?ra, 
in the confulate of Auguflus 
12, and L. Cornelius Sulla. He 
was beginning hi* 30th year when 
he was baptized ; celebrated from 
that time four paflbvers, and 
was crucified on the twenty-fifth 
of March, in the thirty- third 
year of his age, of the common 
a^ra twenty- nine, the two Ge- 
mini being confuh, as Tertul- 
Jian, (adv. Jud. c. 8.) St- Aug. 
(1. 18. de Civ. c. £4.) Victor 
Aquiianus in Chron. the Siberian 
calendar, and many other old 
calendars quoted by Henfchc- 
Jiius, tcAify (See Berti DHL 
J lift. 6. t. i . p. 232. and Orfi. 
T. 1.) The death of Chriil hap- 
pened in Che 15th year of ii- 



berius reigning alone, (as 
Tert. adv. Jud. c. 8. Laclantius, 
1. 4. Inft. c. 10. S. Profper, &c. 
afiure us) i. e. in the eigh- 
teenth hefince was afTociated with. 
Auguftus in the government of 
all the provinces. It is ob- 
jected, that this full moon fell 
not that year on a Friday. But 
the agronomical cycles have been 
often altered ; nor do we know 
thofe which the Jews followed ; 
Samuel Petit demonftrar.es them 
to have been confufed, efpeci- 
ally after Herod had introduced 
the Roman correction and ca- 
lendar, nor do we know how 
the Jews reconciled to it their 
lunar month Nifan : their man- 
ner of obfervingthe new moon as 
defcribed by l>amy, and their 
Veader, demonftrate them not 
to have been nice in thefc 
Cycles. Ulher and Lancelot 
contradict the gofpel when they 
fay Chrift was thirty. three or 
thirty-four years old, when he 
was baptized ; and whereas Sr. 
Ignatius Martyr, St. Auftin, Sec. 
fay Chrift lived only thirty-three 
years, they prolong his life to 
thirty-feven years. 

As to St. Peter, we are a/Turcd 
by S. Jcrom, (1. cle fcripto. in 
S. Paulo) that he fullered in the 
thirty -feventh year after Chriil'; 
crucifixion ; confequently in 
the year of the common ;era 
fixty-five, the twelfth of Nero. 
He therefore governed the church 
thirty-feven years. The apo- 
ftles remained in Judiua twelve 
years from the a (ecu (ion of 
Chriil before their difpeiihm in 

to other nations, the anucnt-. 
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The moft ancient Roman calendar publifhed by Bucherius 9 
marks their feftival at the Catacombs on the twenty-ninth or 
June. An ancient hiftory read in the Gallican church in the 
eighth century fays, their bodies only remained there eighteen 
months. From thofe Catacombs where now Hands the church 
of St. Sebaftian, the body of St. Paul was carried a little far- 
ther from Rome on the Oftian road ; and that of St. Peter 
to the Vatican hill, probably by the Jewtfh converts who 
lived in that quarter. At prefent the heads of the two apo- 
IHes are kept in filver bufto's in the church of St. John Late- 
ran. But one half of the body of each apoftle is depoflted 
together in a rich vault in the great church of St. Paul, on 
the Oftian road ; and the other half of both bodies in a more 
ftately vault in the Vatican church ; which facred place is 
called from primitive antiquity, " The Confeflion of St. Pe- 
* c ter, and Limina Apoftolorum," and is reforted to by pil- 
grims from all parts of Chriftendom. The great St. Chryfof- 
torn never was able to name either of thefe holy apoftles with- 
out raptures of admiration and devotion ; efpecially when he 
mentions the ardent love of St. Peter, for his divine Mafter. 
He calls him, " The mouth of all the apoftles, the leader 
** of that choir, the head of that family, the prefident of 
* f the whole world, the foundation of the church, the burn- 
" ing lover of Chrift [m)." 

" St. 



ftgtee. This brings the apofto- 
lick, hiftory to the firft year of 
Claudius. In the beginning of 
the fecond year of his reign, St. 
Peter came to Rome, and fixed 
there hit epifcopal chair. Eufebius 
writes in his , chronicle : Gum 

primuth Antiocbena?n fund off it ec- 
clrfiam, Romam profcifcitur, ubi 
vvangelium prsedicans 9 25 annis 
tjufdem urbis epifcopus per fi 

*wer«t. And S. Jerom (in catal.) 

Stcumf? QIaudij qntto ad txpugnatt- 
dum Sfmouem Magum Rom am per- 
git, ibiqi 2 c annis cathedram fa- 
ttrdotalem tenuit. Sulpitius Scvc- 

*us, (I. 2. Hift.) Paulus Orbfius, 
(I. 7. c. 6.) S. Leo. (Scrm. 8. in 
Nat. Apoft.) &c. affirm the fame, 
which is like wife clearly expref- 
fed in the JLibcrian calendar, and 
in all the oldeft pontificals. Bede, 
De ratio ne Temp. St. Prof- 
per, &c. are vouchers for the 
lame point. St, l'ctcr (uttered 



J 

death in the year 65, Nerva 
and Veftirius being confuls, in 
the thirty-feventh, from the cru- 
cifixion of Chrift, and the 
twelfth of Nero. The Liberian 
calendar writes : Paffus eft tertia 
ante Calendas Julias Confitlibus 

ino. La&antios 

(1. 1* dc Mortibus lerfec.) fays 
the apoftles had preached twenty- 
five years before the reign of 
Nero, when Peter came to Rome 
By which he does hot affirm that 
he had not been at Rome before : 
and thefe twenty -five years ex- 
actly coincide with our chro- 
nology. 

t^c •tityji.tvtii *mr£av& tt^o«^t»js*» 0 

ffoK^c rS Xf 1 **** Chryf. hom. 

in % Tim. in, \. T. 6. p. 982. 
cd ; Ben : 
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St. Peter left all things to follow Chrifr. : and in return 
received from him the promife of life everlaffing, and in 
the bargain an hundred fold in this prefent life. O thrice 
happy exchange ! O magnificent promife ! cries out St. Ber- 
nard. O powerful words, -which have robbed Egypt, and 
plundered its richeff. veflels ! which have peopled deferts 
and monafleries with holy men who fan<£tify the earth, and 
are its purefr. angels, being continually occupied in the con- 
templation and praife* or" God ; the ever glorious uninterrupt- 
ed employment of the bleiled, which thefe fpotlels fouls begin 
on earth to continue for all eternity in heaven. They have 
chofen with Mary the better part which will never be ta- 
ken from them. In this how great is their cvcrlafting 
reward ? How pure their prefent comfort and joy ? and 
yet how cheap the purchafe ? For, what have they left t 
what have they bartered ? Only empty vanities ; nicer no- 
things ; nay, anxieties, dangers, fears and toils. Goods 
which by their very po fie ffion are a burden ; which by their lofs 
or continual difappointments perplex, fret, difturb and tor- 
ment ; and which, if loved with attachment, defile the fouj* 
Goods which Crates, the heathen philofopher, threw into the 
fea, to be rid of their troubles, faying : " Go into the deep, 
" yecurfed incentives of the paflions. I will drown you, left i 
* c be drowned by you (i). 5 ' I am too weak to bear your bur- 
den. To pofTefs you without defiling my heart, to enjoy yota 
without covetoufnefs, pride or ambition is a difficult talk, and 
the work of an extraordinary grace, as truth itfelf hath allured 
us. Happy are they who follow the Lord without incum- 
brance or burden ! who make their journey to him without the 
load of fuperfluous baggage or hindrance ! All are entitled to 
this prefent and future happinefs, who repeat thefe words of St, 
Peter in their hearts and affections, though they arc featcii on 
thrones, or engaged by the order of providence in fecular affairs. 
They ufe the world as if they ufed it not, living in it fo «is not to 
be of it, and polTefb its goods fo as to admit them into their houies s 
not into their hearts. They are folicitous and careful in their tem- 
poral ftewardfliip, that they may be able to give an account to 
their Mafter who has cntrufted them with it : yet Jive in their 
affections as ftranscrs on eaith, and citizens oi heaven. Thofe 
on the other fide arc of all others moll unhappy, who in fome 
nieafure imitate the hypocrify of Ananias and Saphira, whilffc 
they repeat the facred words of the apollle with hing mouths ; 
who renounce the world in i\.dv oi.l}^ and carry in afTeclion 
V o L. IL ii e e ic* 

(£) slbitt in p;.fl t fjt?hWi malt* cff>u!it*i!ts ' c?u v s w^ -.i-h m '*^r 
* *vobi 
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its inordinate defires and Jufts, its fpirit and contagion into 
the very fan£iuaries which are inftituted to inciter fouls from its 
corruption. 

On the fame Day 

St. Hem ma, widow. She was nearly allied to the holy em- 
perour St. Henry, and having fanclified the world and her family 
by her holy example in a married itate, after the death of her 
hufband, the founded the gieat nunnery of Gtfrka, in Carinthia, 
in which fire took the religious veil, and died the death of the 
faints in 1045. — Sec Papcbioch, June, T. 5. p. 499. 
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St. P A U L, the Apoftle. 
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From his epijlles and the Afis of the Apoftleu See Tillemont, T. 1. 

HOUGH St. Paul was not one of the twelve, yet fo 
miraculous was his vocation by the immediate voice of 
Chrift from heaven, fo wonderful the manner in which he 
was fent by the cxprefs command of the Holy Ghoft, to 
inftruS all nations ; fo extraordinary was his rapt to the 
third heaven, by which (to ufe the words of St. Maximus) 
he was authorized and confederated to the apoftlethip in heaven 
it fell', and learned among angels what he was to teach among 
men , fo eminent was Ins gift oi infpi ration, and his fpirit 
of prophecy : and LvhM), fo many and fo great were the 
things which he iuftcred and did for the honour of God, 
and for the converfion of nations, that he has been jult- 
]y entitled to hold a place among the apollles. His mi- 
raculous conveilion the church commemorates on the 
twenty-fifth oi January. Alter he was baptized, he ftaid 
fome days at Damafcus, and there preached Chrift 
openly in the fyna|?;oguc (1). Hut he foon retired into 
Arabia, probably into the country near Damafcus, which 
city was in the power of Aretas, king of Arabia, and 
father-in-law to Herod Antipas. It is. not mentioned how 

long 
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long he lived in this retirement 5 but coming back to Damas- 
cus, he began again to preach the faith, and confuted the 
Jews with wonderful force. That obftinate race feeing them- 
fclves unable to enter the litis againll him, laid a plot to take 
away his life, and prevailed with the governour of Damas- 
cus, under Aretas, to promife them his concurrence. They 
therefore kept continual watch, fearched many houfes, and 
obtained a guard of this governour to be placed at the gates to 
apprehend him. But the holy convert was let down by the 
brethren in a bafket over the wall by night. He had then 
continued three years, partly at Damafcus, and partly in his 
retirement in Arabia, and took this occafion to go to Jerufa- 
1cm to fee St. Peter. St. Barnabas who knew him, introduced 
him to SS. Peter and James, and fatisfied them and the 
church of the Sincerity of his converfion ; for many of the 
Chriftians at firft fhunned his company, fearing fome defign 
in one who had been their moft furious enemy. In this and 
in every other circumfrance of the eftablifhment of our holy 
religion, it is obfervable how impoftible it is for the moft ob- 
ftinate infidel to harbour the leaff. fufpicion of human contri- 
vance. If the revelations, miracle.^ and myfteries which the 
apoftles preached, had not been true, they never would have 
let St. Paul into the fecret : one who was before their greatcft 
perfecutor. The authors of an impofture are cxtrcmeiy cau- 
tious, and infinitely fufpicious and jealous. How oppofite to this 
are the candour and Sincerity of the apoftles ? So great a num- 
ber maintained their teftimony, though it coil them the facrifice 
of their lives, and every temporal J vantage, whilft any one 
of them who could have difcovered a cheat, had every ad- 
vantage to expccSl both from Jews and Gentiles. The evidence 
of their miracles, the humility of their hearts, the hcroiclc 
ian&ity of their lives, their conftancy under torments even to 
death, in fo great a cloud of witncflls, and innumerable other 
circumftances put their docliine and teftimony beyond the 
reach of the leaft fufpicion or poflibihty of errour or impof- 
ture. But had we no other motive, the manifeff Sincerity of 
the apoftles in the whole tenour of their conduct, and in par- 
ticular with regard to St. Paul, as well as that of this illuftii- 
011s convert towards them, and in the teftimony which he: 
pave through rill perfecutions to the fame truth, gives the lit- 
moft degree of evidence to the hiftory of his miraculous call., 
and to the whole chriftian religion, in which the demonllri- 
fion of one miraculous and fupcmatural fact evinces the di- 
vine ori'MiKiJ, and truth of the whole :»/>fpel ddpc illation. 
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St. Paul ftaid fifteen days at Jerufalem, during which time 
he enjoyed the convcrfation of St. Peter, and was very a£tive 
in difputing againfl the Jews in their fynagogue. But fuch was 
their obftinacy that they fhut their ears to the truths of fa i ra- 
tion ; and not being able to withftand the force of his difcourfes, 
and the evidence in which he placed the divine revelation, they 
had recourfe to rage and violence, the impotent weapon of dis- 
appointed malice : and they fought to take away his life. The 
difciples therefore, that he might efcape their fnarcs, conducted 
him toCaefarca, and thence fent him by fea to Tarfus, his native 
city. He remained there upwards of three years, and preached 
in the neighbouring countries of Cilicia and Syria with great 
fuccefs. The difciples who had fled from Jerufalem to An- 
tioch, after the martyrdom of St. Stephen, difpofed the hearts 
of many to receive the gofpel. St. Barnabas coming thither 
in 43, made a motion to the other difciples that St. Paul might 
be fent for, not doubting but by the help of fo able an afliftant, 
the work of God would be advanced in that great city. The pro- 
pofal being readily embraced, by an order of the apofHes, he went 
to Tarfus, and brought St. Paul down to Antioch ; where they 
diligently joined their labours for the fpace of a wh61e year : 
about that time the difciples at Antioch were firft called Chri- 
flians. Agabus, a prophet, coming with others from Jeru- 
falem to Antioch, foretold a great famine ; which accordingly 
happened the next year, which was the fourth of the empe- 
rour Claudius, of the Chriftian aera, 44. This calamity af- 
flicted the whole empire, but particularly Judaea. When the 
Chriftians of Antioch heard of the miferies which their bre- 
thren there fuffered, they made a charitable collection to the 
utmoft of their abilities, which they fent by St. Paul and Bar- 
jiabas to Jerufalem, for the relief of the diftreflcd in that 
church. The bearers of this feafonable alms, having executed 
their commiflion, came back to Antioch, which church 
then nourimed exceedingly, and in it were many eminent doctors 
and holy prophets ; among thefe, the chief were Barnabas, Si- 
mon, furnamed Niger, Lucius of Cyrcnc, Manahen, and Saul 
or Paul. It feems to have been about, this time, that St, Paul 
was favoured with his mod extraordinary ccftafy, in which he 
was taken up into the third heaven or paradifc, and heard and 
law inoft fublime myflcries,which man could not utter ; of which 
lie ipenks fomtccu years after ( 1 ). For his humiliation under 
thefe favours, he was molcUed with a fling of the flefh, and 
the bullets oi fatan (?.), by which St. Chryfoftom, and Thcodo- 
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ret underftand perfecutions, St, Bafi] (3), Tome corporal in- 
firmity, as a violent head-ach : but St. Auftin (4), St. Je- 
rom (5), Bedc and St. Thomas, a temptation of the flefh ; 
which opinion Godeau has attempted to prove by an elegant 
diflertation. This apoftle not fatisficd with his incredible la- 
bours, chaflifed his body alfo with fevere failing, watchings, 
and other great mortifications, fearing left whiJil he preached 
to others, he might himfeJf fall into dangers, and forfeit 
his crown (6). Notwithstanding his immenfe fatigues and 
wonderful actions he did not think he had attained any thing, 
but forgetting all that was behind, he had his eyes open only 
to the duties and obligations that were before him, and upon 
what remained yet for him to do that he mipjit fmifh his ca- 
reer (7). As a man who is running a race, by looking behind 
could only be tempted to loiter, by imagining that he has al- 
ready rid a good deal of ground 5 whereas by looking for- 
wards, he fees how far he has yet to go to carry the prize, 
and fpurs himfelf forwards left he lofe the advantages he may 
feem to have already gained. So did this apoftlc in the path of 
virtue, ftretching himfelf forwards always with frefli vigour, and 
daily redoubling his fervour, to do what fHll remained for him 
to accomplifh. He defpifed himfelf as an unprofitable fervant, 
and condemned himfelf as falling fhort of what he owed to 
God whom he always ferved in holy fear ; for though his con- 
fcience did not reproach him, he knew that he was not by this 
juftified before God (8). He gloried and pleafed himfelf in 
perfecutions and humiliations ; in his own nothingnefs, weak- 
rjefs and infufficiency, that God, his only Strength and great 
All, might alone be confidered and glorified in all things. In 
the fulleft conviction and moft fincerc and feeling fentiment 
that he was the very abftract of miferies, poverty, and naked- 
nefs, and in a total forgetful nefs and contempt of himfelf he 
never ceafed, with his whole heart, to give all honour and glo- 
ry to God, and to excite his tongue, his foul, all his powers, 
and all created beings to praife his holy name, and thank hi» 
goodnefs and mercy without intermiflion. He f eared no dan - 
gers, was deterred by no difficulties, nor daunted by any 
torments or death in any form in fo noble a caufe ; but le- 
joiced in the greateft lulterings, latigues and labours that lie 
might make God every where known, and might endeavour 
with his whole Strength to bring all men to his moft tweet 
and holy love. He cftcemed himfelf for this a debtor to the 
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whole world, Greeks and Barbarians, the wife and the un- 
wife, learned and unlearned, Jews and Gentiles. This pure 
love of God and ardent zjal for his glory, could not have 
kindled this holy flame and confumed in him all earthly af- 
fections, had he not been crucified to the world, and dead to 
himfelf. In this difpohtion he fo fludied Chrift crucified as 
to put on his ientlmcnts, and to animate himfelf with the 
perfect fpirit of his divine meeknefs, patience, charity and 
humility. He could fay with confidence 3 that he carried the 
marks oF the precious wounds of Chrift in His own body, 
that with him he was nailed to the crofs, that he would 
glory in no other thing fave in the crofs of the Lord Jefus 
Chrift, and that he no longer lived himfelf, but that Chrift 
lived in him. Can we wonder that a man fo fpiritual and 
divine, armed with the power of grace, commanding nature 
by the gifts of miracles, often feeing into futurity by an emi- 
nent fpirit of prophecy, and raifed above all things human, 
fhould trample under his feet the united legions of hell and the 
world banded againfl him ? Can we be furprifed that he fhould 
become the inftrument of God to beat down, by the humility 
of the crofs, the pride of the world, and fubje£t fo many na- 
tions to the humble law of the gofpel ? God was pleafed to 
call his fervant to this <ireat work, at a time when the doctors 
at Antioch were employed in preaching, and were joined by 
the faithful in farting and prayer, which pious publick exer- 
eifes have always attended the election of new minifters in the 
church. The Holy Ghoif commanded, by fome of the pro- 
phets, that Saul and Bainabas fhoul': be let apart for a fpecial 
office of pieaching. By this we aie to undurliand the func- 
tion of the apofLleihip thai they might propagate the faith 
over all nations with full aulho; ity (9). Thus was St. Paul 
afi umed to the apolUulhip ( n m ). Though the other apoRIe.-. 
lived by the gofpel, lie elude lu^t to make ule of that libeity, 
but to gain his fubliilence by making tents (11), fuel) a:; 
Were tiled by fold k is and mariner:;. Nuvei ihelcls, this apoflle 
received lomelinius the voluntary alms of the Chi iflians, rejoicing 
in theii charily, r.otli*] Inn. fell, but lor their fake (i?.). For as 
to himfelf, having tried all things, he was piepaicd fot all s 
ever content with Ids evudkion wherever he was (13). IJc 
I. new how to live in want and in hunger., as well as in 
jpljntv. 

We 

(o) AR. xiii. (10) Gal. i. n, 17.. 0 0 i Cor. ix. 

(-> i 2 , At\ xviii. 3. i'-tc a i„i] Vie, Caliuct, aid S) nopJ.s Critic, 
ib. (\ j.) Phil, iv, 10. 1 1 j) lb. v. 1 1 . 



June 30; St. PAD L." 7S5 

We have in the A£ts of the Apoftles a fummary account of 
the millions of St. Paul, alter he had received the impofition of 
hands. Taking with him St. Bainabas in 44, he travelled 
from Antioch to Seleucia, and embarking there failed to Cy- 
prus. He preached fir ft in thejewifh fy nagogue at Sal am is 5 
and afterward up and down the iflaud till he arrived at Paphos, 
a large city on the other fide of the iile, in which rcfided 
Sergius Paulus, the Roman proconful. This governour was a 
wile and prudent man, but was feduced by the magical arts of 
a Jewifh impoftor, one Barjefus* other wife called Ely mas, fur- 
named the Sorcerer. The proconful was moved by the repu- 
tation of the miracles of St. Paul, and deiired to hear him 
fpcak. Elymas oppofed the preaching of the apofrle ; but the 
faint by his malediction fmote him with biindnefs for a time fo 
that he could not fee the fun. Sergius Paul us, at the fight of 
this miracle, and by hearing St. Paul., was converted, and re- 
ceived the facrament of baptifm. Origen and St. Chryfofiom 
tell us that Elymas recovered his fight by embracing the faith. 
Some think that our apoflle took the name of Paul from this illus- 
trious proconful, and St. Luke from this time ufually calls him 
fo : others look upon it as more probable, that he changed his 
name upon his own converfion. St. Paul leaving Cyprus, went 
by fea to Perge in Pamphylia; where John Mark, who had 
followed the two apoftles, doing little offices about the poor, 
forfook them, and returned to Jerufiilem, not having courage 
to undergo the fatigues of the millions. Our apoftle h^ftcned 
from Perge to Antioch, the capital of Pifidia, and there 
preached in the fynagogue on two iabbath-days. Many were 
induced by his difcourfes to believe in Chrift ; but the more 
obftinate Jews drove him and Barnabas out of their country. 
The apoftles (hook the dull oft* their ihoes in teftimony oi their 
incredulity, and pleached next at Iconium in Lycaonia. There 
God fo bluffed their labours, that many both Jews and Gentiles 
believed, and the two apoftlca continued a confiderable time in 
that city to iiiU;uel the convciis till they were obliged to de- 
part privately to cfcspc being ftoned by the enemies of truth 
who were enrajKcl at their fucccls. Arter this t he v vihted j,y- 
lira, Dei be, and other towns and villages in th.it countiy. 
At Jv\ fha happened ihecme of a man who had been lame irona 
his birth, and had never walked, (o whom St. Paul reltorcd his 
flrength and the ufe oi his limb-, by bidding him to Hand up- 
lip.hi on his feet, in the midli .i publiek alfcmbly. Hii.*; 
made the heathen:; take St. ilarnabai. for J upiter, on areoiuu 
ol* his gravity and comclmef,, and St. Paul io« Mercury, bc- 
caule he was the chiei fpeaker. In thi-. prrfiialion, the popu- 
lace prepared to oiler ihem five ti lice, and lor that puipofe tin-.- 
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pr lefts of Jupiter brought oxen drafted up with garlands, after 
the Gentile manner, to the place where they were. Paul and 
Barnabas rent their garments to teftify their abhorrence of fuch 
an attempt, and prevented their abominable Sacrifices. Soon 
after, St. Paul was ftoned by the fame giddy mob, and was 
dragged cut of the city for dead ; but by the care of the dif- 
ciples he recovered, and returned into the city with them. 
However, not to provoke his perfecutors, he departed the 
next day with St. Barnabas to Derbe, where our preacher con- 
verted a great number. They returned by Lyftra, Iconium, 
and other places (ordaining priefts in every church) to An- 
tioch in Syria, after an abfence of about three years. During 
the four following years, St. Paul preached over Syria and 
Judaea: and that interval feems to be the time in which he 
ied the golpel from Jerufaiem into the Weir, fo far as II- 
lyricum (15). The apoftle fpcaking of his millions, pafles 
over the innumerable converfions, miracles and wonders which 
he wrought, and only mentions his iufferings for the crofs 
was his glory. He tells us, that he had undergone more la- 
bours, and fuffered more frequent impri fort men ts, and more 
ftripes than any other. He was often near death by rivers, 
thieves, and dangers from Jews, and from falfe brethren, in 
towns and in deferts : he endured all manner of fatigues, fre- 
quent watchings, fafting, hunger, tbirft and nakednefs. He 
had been five times publickly whipt by the Jews, receiving 
each time thirty nine ftripes ; and had been thrice beaten with 
rods by the Romans or Gentiles ; had thrice fuffered fhip- 
wreck ; and been a day and a night in the depth of the 
fea (16), that is, in a veflel which was fo Jong {nattered and 
tofTed aniidft the waves. After this progrefs we find him 
again at Antioch in 51, whence he went to Jerufa- 
iem, and affifted at the fir ft general council held by 
the apoftles at Jerufaiem. St. Clement of Alexandria afliircs 
us, that all the apoftles were prefect at it. St. Luke 
mentions in it, only St. Peter, and St. James, and alfo 
allures us, that St. Paul and St. Barnabas recounted in it the 
progrefs which they had made by their preaching among the 
<J entiles. St. Paul informs us (17), that he was acknow- 
ledged by the church the apoftle of the Gentiles. Judas and 
Silas being deputed by the council to carry its decrees to An- 
tioch, Paul and Barnabas bore them company fo far. St. 
Peter came alter them, and meekly fullered the generous re- 
proof ot St. Paul.. Our apollle fiaid fomc time in that city 
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to confirm in the faith the new converted flock ; and then fet 
out to vifit the churches he had founded in the Eaft, but 
would not admit John Mark again into his company. 
Upon which St. Barnabas took him, and went into Cyprus. 
St. Chryfcftom (18) fays, that both St. Paul and St. Barna- 
bas had good reafons for what they did, both fought only the 
greater gfory of God, and they parted in perfect charity, as 
appears by the affectionate mention St. Paul makes of Bar- 
nabas in his other epiftles. " Would to God," fays this 
holy Doctor, " that all our difputes had never any other motive 
66 but that of duty, nor any other end than the good of fouls." 
Upon this occafion Paul made Silas, or Sylvanus, his compa- 
nion, and viiited the churches in Syria, Cilicia, and Pifidia. 
At Lyftra, in Lycaonia, he took St. Timothy for his di/ciple, arid 
circumcifed him, to fhew his condefcenfion to the Jews, though 
he refufed to circumcife Titus, to aflcrt the liberty of the go (pel, 
which freed men from the fervitude of the old law, and the 
obligation of its ceremonial precepts. Thefe being all types 
of Chrift, were to ceafe when they were fulfilled by the new 
Jaw of the gofpel, to which they gave place as figures to the 
reality (19). 

From Lycaonia St. Paul paffed into Phrygia and Galatia. 
He tells us, that the Galatians received him as an angel from 
God, and would willingly, had it been pofBble, have pulled 
out their very eyes to have given them to him {10). The 
apoftle defired then to go into LefTer Afia, but was hin- 
dered by the fpirit of God, or by a fpecial revelation for 
that time ; as he was alfo from pafling into Bithynia. St, 
Chryfoftom admires, how joyfully and readily he acquies- 
ced in the divine will, inquiring no reafons, allcdging no mo- 
tives, becaufc in all things he fought only the divine will. 
Whilft he remained at Troas, preaching the gof])cl, in a vi- 
fion in the night, a Macedonian fecmed to fland before him, 
intrcating him to come into his country, and help that peo- 
ple. The cvangelift, St. Luke, begins in this place fir ft to 
ufc the term we 9 and to fpeak in the firfi perfon, (2i) 9 whence 
mo ft interpreters date from this time his attending upon St. 
Paul in the miniflry of the word. He had been converted at 
Antioch, and bifliop Pearfon will have him to have been a dif- 
ciple of St. Paul at Antioch eight year;; before : but from this 
time he became his infLparable companion, and lcems never afier 
to have left him. St. Paul hemp; thus invited into Maccdon, 
took (hip with Silas, Jaike and Timothy, and went to Samo- 
thracia, an ijle in the ./Kgcan Sea, not Jar fiom Thrace 3 and 
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the next day arrived at Neapolis, a port of Maceclon. From 
thence they proceeded to Philippi, a famous city,, and a 
Roman colony. There St. Paul preached in a Jewifh 
Projeuche or oratory, which flood by the fide of a river, 
at a little diilance from the town, and converted among 
others Lydia a Jewifh profelyte, a feller of purple in that 
city, though a native of Thyatira. This devout woman 
and her family fo earneflly prefied St. Paul to lodge with her, 
that he was obliged to accept of her entertainment : fo long 
as the holy men continued in this cuy, they re for ted every day 
to the fame place of devotion. After ieveral days, being on 
their road thither, they were met by a young woman pofief- 
fed by a devil (a), who was in great reputation in that coun- 
try for footh faying, and of which her mailers made a great 
profit. This girl cried out after the faints : Thefe men 
are Jbrvants of the ?nqjl high God^ ivho preach unto its the 
way of falvation. Thus ihe continued to follow them 
fome days. As Chrift would not fuffer the devil to confefs 
him, left his lying tongue fhould prejudice the truth among 
men, and becaufe he would not admit the fpirit of darknefs to 
any commerce with the works of light : fo St. Paul at length 
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in thofe of Apollo at Patara, of 
Jupiter Bolus at Thebes, of Ju- 
piicr at Dodona, Ammon, Sec. 
as is evident from Herodotus, 
l.ivy, Strabo, Paufanias, Ma- 
crobius, Plutarch, Virgil, &c. 
See Banier's Mythology, and 
Rollings Ancient Hiilory. The 
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iosui who were not inch prieils, 
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commanded this evil fpirit, In the name of Jefus, to come 
out of the damlel : and the devil, though unwilling, obeyed, 
and left her that inftant. The covetous matters of the girl 
faw this miraculous cure v/ould prove a great lofs to them, and 
ftirred up the populace againft the preachers, hurried them be- 
fore the magiftrates, by whofe order they were fcourged as 
feditious perfons, and afterwards thru ft into the inner dun- 
geon, and there laid on their backs with their feet fattened in 
great wooden /locks. In the night they were praiilng God 
aloud when an earthquake fliook the prifon, the doors flew 
open, and the fetters fell off all the prifoners but no one 
went out of the dungeon. The jailor was awaked by the 
earthquake and noile ; and feeing the prifons open, imagined 
the prifoners had all made their eicape : wherefore in the 
apprehenfion that his life nuift pay for that accident, he was 
going to difpatch himfelf with his fvvord, had not St. Paul 
prevented him, haflily crying out , Do tbyfclf no harm : we 
ars all here. The man equally furprifed at the miracle, and 
at the apoftle's goodnefs, threw himfelf at the feet of the 
holy men, and delired to be baptized with his whole houfe. 
The magittrate, the next morning, fent an order for the en- 
largement of the fervants of God. St. Paul, who had alledg;- 
ed nothing to prevent his fcourging, then complained that a 
Roman citizen had been whipped againft the laws, and re- 
fufed to depart without more ample fatisfadtion. This he did 
to intimidate the judges, and procure their favour for the pro- 
tection of the converts. The magiftrates trembling at the name 
of a Roman citizen came in perfon, craved pardon of the 
prifoners, and fubmiflively entreated then) to depart. The 
apoftles having laid in this city the foundation of a very emi- 
nent church, as appears from St. Paul's epilile to the Philip- 
pians, took leave of the devout Lydia, and the reft, and tra- 
velling through Amphi polls and Apollonia, arrived at Theila- 
lonica, the capital of Macedon. St. Paid there preached three 
Sabbath-days in the fynagogue, and converted fome jews, and a 
great number of Gentiles, who by their patience became the 
model of the whole church, and were particularly dear to their 
fpiritual lather (22) The unbelieving Jews envied that city 
the piofpeiity of the gofpel, and gathering together a iinni- 
ber of wicked lullian: , befet the hou/c of Jalon, a ennhder- 
able man, who entertained the apnflies. Bui St. Paul and Si- 
la:, bavin:.' - been removed by the cluiUians, and concealed in 
a more fee ret place, the mob iei'/ed npon lafon, and carried 
him before the magdiiatc , who obliged him to rive bail and 
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fecurity for his good behaviour. When the tumult was over, 
Paul and Silas left the town in the night, and went to Be- 
rcea. The Jews of this place liftened to the gofpel with joy, and 
many Gentiles were alfo converted. A tumult at length ob- 
* .liged St. Paul to quit that town ; but Silas and Timothy ftaid 
behind fome time to inftrucl: the converts, whilft St. Paul 
made for Athens, whither he afterwards fent for Timothy and 
Silas. The city of Athens had not fo far degenerated in the 
fciences, but it was Hill ftored with many learned and wife 
men. The inhabitants were very fuperftitious ; and fo care- 
ful were they, that no deity mould want due honour from 
them, that they had an altar inferibed, To the unknown God. 
Whether by this title they meant all unknown pretended gods 
of other nations, or the true God of the Jews, is uncertain : 
for the pagans often ftyled this latter the Unknown God, be- 
caufe he had no particular name like their falfe deities 
St. Paul preached to the Jews in their fynagogue, and to the 
Gentiles in all publick places, even in the Areopagus itfelf, 
the fupreme court of niagiftrates, mo ft venerable over all 
Greece for their great wifdom and learning. Dionyfius, one 
of thefe judges, embraced the faith ; alfo Damaris, an illuft- 
rious woman in the city, and fome others. But though the 
philofophers were not able to enter the lifts againft a man full 
of the fpirit of God, and inftructed by his light, yet many of 
them derided his doctrine concerning the refurreclion of the 
dead, and others who were ftruck with the thunder of his dif- 
courfes, faid only they would hear him fome other time. At 
Athens St. Timothy came to St. Paul out of Macedon, 
but Silas was detained longer behind, probably by bufinefs or 
ficknefs. The apoftle hearing that his dear converts at Thcf- 
falonica were under perfecution from their fellow-citizens ever 
fince his departure, was much concerned left fome of them 
mould lofe courage, and fent Timothy to comfort and ftrength- 
cn them. Paul himfelf was conducted by a call of the Holy 
Ghoft from Athens to Corinth, where he lodged in the houfc 
of Aquila and his wife Prifcilla, who were of the fame trade 
with himfelf. Aquila was a native of Pontus, but had rcfided at 
Rome till Claudius banifhed all the Jews out of that city ^ 
upon which occafion he came to Corinth. St. Paul worked 
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with him at his trade of tent-making, and on the Sabbaths 
taught in the Jewifh fynagogue, and brought many both Jews 
and Greeks over to the faith. It was from Corinth that he 
wrote his two epiftles to the Thellalonians both in the fame 
year 52. Thefe are the firft of his writings. He fuffered 
much in this city from perfecutions, and from the obfHnacy 
of wicked men. NevertheJefs, he per fevered for the fake of 
the good, and Chrifr. a flu red him, that he had a numerous 
people in that place (23). Novatus, elder brother to the phi- 
Jofopher Seneca, who having been adopted by L. Junius Gal- 
lio, a noble Roman, was from him called Gallio, was at that 
time proconful of Achaia. The Jews carried St. Paul before 
him ; but being a man of integrity and moderation, he an- 
fwered the accufers that he was judge of wrong and injuftice, 
not of controverfies of religion : and fo difmifTed the caufe, 
and acquitted the apoftle. St. Paul having ftaid at Corinth 
eighteen months, went to Cenchrea, in order to go to Jeru- 
falem for the following paffbver. In this port he fhaved his 
head, and made the religious vow of the Nazarites who bound 
themfelves to drink no wine, and to Jet their hair grow till a 
limited time, when they again cut it y and offered certain fa- 
crifices. By his conforming to this Jewifh rite, St. Paul 
made himfelf a Jew with the Jews to gain them to Chrift. 

Embarking at Cenchrea, he failed firft to Ephefus, and 
thence to Csefarea in Paleftine, and from that place by land 
travelled to Jerufalem, where he kept the feftival. He then 
went to Antioch, and travelled again through Galatia, Phry- 
gia, and other parts of Alia, every where encouraging the 
faithful, and watering his young plants. Coming back again 
from Cappadocia to Ephefus, he ftaid there almoil three years, 
preaching both in publick places and private houfes, and per- 
forming great miracles (r), even by handkerchiefs, and aprons 
that had touched his body (24.). During three months he 
addrefTed himfelf to the Jews, but feeing their invincible ob- 
ftinacy, he turned to the Gentiles. Seven h>nr- of Sccva, 11 
prince of the Jewifh prieflhood (that 's, p rob, <!>ly, chief of 
one of the 24 facerdotai families J attempted to caff, our de- 
vils, in the name of Jefus, though they were not Chritiinns, 
hut Jew** 'I 'he devil anfwered chat he knew them not, and 
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aflaiied them with great fury. Thus was their vanity pu- 
nifhed, and all were moved by this example to treat 
that holy name with refpe£t. Many feeing the folly of 
their fuperftitions, burnt their books of magick and judiciary 
aftrology. Thefe perfons had before been converted to the faith 
and baptized (V/), but out of ignorance and fondnefs for the 
foolifh fuperftitions of divination, had ftill retained fuch prac- 
tices and books : their eyes being opened by the inftruc\ion"s 
of the apoftle, they burnt the books of that detcftable art, and 
came confelling their finful deeds ; that is, not only acknow- 
ledging themfelves finners in general terms, but declaring their 
adlions or fins in detail to the priefts. We muft take no- 
tice, that one Apollos an eloquent Jew of Alexandria, being 
inftruiSted at firft only in the rudiments of Chriftianity, and 
John's baptifm, coming to Ephefus after the nrft preaching of 
SS. Peter and Paul in that place, preached Chrift with great 
zeal. Being afterwards more fully inftrucTled in the faith by 
Aquila and Prifcilla, he taught at Corinth with great fuccefs, 
watering what St. Paul had planted. By the labours and 
miracles of our apoftle, the word of God fpread every day 
exceedingly at Ephefus 5 and he found there a great door 
opened to him, but had many adVerfarics. He fuffered much 
from the perfecutions of the Jews, was every hour expofed 
to divers dangers, and protefts upon oath that he died daily ; 
that is, he was continually expofed to the danger of death. 
He fought with beafts according to man (25) \ that is 5 ac- 
cording to Tertullian, St. Cypiian, and other fathers, alfo a 
Lapide, Calmet, Tillcmont, Sec. he was expofed to be de- 
voured by them in the amphitheatre, though he was deliver- 
ed by God. He was again in imminent danger of that death 
in the fame place. In the year 57, Demetrius, a covetous 
filvcr-fmith, who made a great gain by felling filver images 
of Diana, finding this trade much diminifhed by the preach- 
ing of St. Paul, {lined up the city again ft him. The ftatcly 
rich temple of Diana at Ephefus was one of the fevca won- 
ders of the world, and the image of that goddefs kept there, 
was pretended to have been formed by Jupiter, and dropt 
down from heaven : it was held in great veneration through 
all the Grecian and Roman provinces : and the heathens got 
little iilver images made in imitation of it. Upon the alarm 
that the honour ot this tutelar j/oddefs was attacked, the whole 
city was in the grcatcd cotubufUon imaginable j and every 
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one cried out : Great is Diana of the Ephefians. It was in 
vain to argue or reafon with a mob, especially heated with 
rage, and ifirred up by intereft and fuperftition. St. Paul was 
fought for to be expofed to wild beafts on the theatre, but 
could not be found. However, his two companions, Gaius 
and Ariftarchus, zealous Macedonians, were feized on, hur- 
ried to the theatre, and the wild beafts were called for to be 
let Joofe upon them. St. Paul defired to fhew himfelf, and to 
fpeak in behalf of his companions : but the overfeers of the 
theatrical games who were his friends, font to him to allure 
him, that he would only endanger himfelf without refcuing 
them. One Alexander , a Jewihh convert, offered to fpeak ; 
but the mob fufpe£ting him to be a friend of the apoftle, 
would not hear him ; though he would doubtlefs have thrown 
the blame on St. Paul, if he was, as is generally thought, 
that Alexander the copper- fmith, of whom the apoftle com- 
plains, that he had done him much evil, and greatly withflood 
his words, and whom he delivered over to Satan for his apo- 
ftacy, for blafphcming Chrifl, and reproaching chriftianity 
(26). But the mob raifed an outcry againft this apologift for 
near two hours together, wherein nothing was heard, but 
Great is Diana of the Ephefians. And Alexander himfelf was 
fecured. At length the town-clerk, who kept the regifter of 
the games, difcreetly addreffed the populace, and put them in 
mind, that if any man had offended them, the courts of jus- 
tice were open, and ready to do them right : but that by 
their riot they had rendered themfelves obnoxious to the laws, 
if any one mould call them to an account for that day's tu- 
muli-. By this difcourfc the multitude was appeafed, and im- 
mediately difperfed 5 and Gaius, Ariftarchus and Alexander 
were rclcafed without hurt. St. Paul had made an excurfion 
in the year 55 to Corinth, and writ his cpifTle to the Gala- 
tians full of zeal and apoftoliclc vigour, becaufe they were s» 
rough uncultivated nation, and had received falie doclors, who 
pretended to eftablifh an obligation of praclafmg the Jewifh 
ceremonies, and or joining ciicumcifion with the gofpeh In 
56, he writ to the Corinthians, being informed that an tin- 
happy divifion threatened that church, fome being for Cephas, 
others for Paul, others for A polios, as if thefe teachers did 

not all preach the fame Chrifl. 

Soon after the tumult mentioned above St. Paul left Kphe- 
fus, and went by Proas a frcoiul lime into Maeedon, whnuc 
he lent his fecund cpillle to the Coiinthian:;, whom he viiitcj 
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fhortly after a third time. St, Auftin was pcrfuaded (27) thai- 
he then regulated, as he had promifed in his letter, the rite and 
manner of aflifting at the divine myfteries, in particular that 
the body of our Lord fhould not be received at fupper, but only 
by perfons fading : which is certainly a precept of the apoftle?, 
as the fame father obferves. From Corinth in 58, the apofflc 
writ to the Romans, cxpreffing a great defire to fee the faithful 
of that illuflrious citj', and a purpofe to pay them a vifit. Af- 
ter three months ftay in Greece, having gathered large alms of 
the Chriftians in Macedon and Achaia ror the poor of Jerufa- 
lem, he fet out for Syria, but flopped fome time at Philippi, 
and a whole month at Troas (28). In this city the day before 
his departure the faithful afTembled to receive the holy commu- 
nion and to hear him preach, and fuch was their ardour that 
they pafled the hour of dinner, and alfo that of fupper, though 
it was on a Sunday, and in Eafter time : but neither he nor his 
auditors knew any hunger but that of holy zeal on fuch an oc- 
cafion. Thus they remained till mid-night when the devil 
fought to difturb their devout aflembly : but his malice onlj 
turned to his own confufion. Whilft the apofllc was preaching 
in a room in the third ftory, a young man called Eutychus 
being overcome by fleep fell down to the ground, and was 
taken up dead. But St. Paul immediately reftored him to life, 
and continued his inftrucYions till break of day. The apoftie 
left Troas on Monday the 17th of April, and went on foot to 
AfTos, where taking fhip he failed to Mitylene, a city in the 
ifle of Lefbos > thence to Samos, another ifland in the JEgean 
lea, and at length landed at Trogyllium, a promontory of Io- 
nia. The day following he proceeded to Miletus, a famous 
city in Caria, where he was met by the priefts and ciders of 
Ephcfus, thirty miles from this latter city. He made them a 
moft moving farewel difcourfe, and their parting was mod ten- 
der. From Miletus St. Paul went to the ifle of Coos, and th« 
next day to Rhodes ; in a third to Patara, a city of Ly- 
cia, where he went on board another vcflcl bound for Tyre 
in Phoenicia, at which port he arrived after five days fail. 
Certain prophets among the Chriftians at Tyre conjured him 
not to go up to Jerufalem, foretelling him what evils he had 
there to fufer. When they were not able to prevail they 
embraced and prayed with him on the lhore. From Tyitf 
he went by fea to Ptolemais, and thence to Cxfarea. There 
A gab us the prophet foretold him that he fhould he put in 
chains at Jerufalem, and the Chrillians endeavoured to d i f- 
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fuade him from that journey. But he anfwered them, that: 
he was ready not only to be bound, but alfo to die for the 
name of Jefus Chrift. 

Thence he proceeded to Jerufalem, where he lodged in 
the houfe of Mnafon, a Cvprian. This was the fifth vifit 
which he paid to the church of Jerufalem, where he arrived 
in the year fifty-eight, about the twenty-third after his con- 
verfion. At Jerufalem he diftributed the alms he brought, 
and was advifed by St. James and the priefls to defray the ex- 
pences of the facrifices of four Nazarites, whofe term was ex- 
pired. He complied with this devotion, that he might prove 
to the Jews that he did not condemn their law, and this his 
intention he declared to the priefts, performing himfelf the le- 
gal purifications. 

When he had been feven days in Jerufalem certain Jews 
who had oppofed him in Afia, being come up to Jerufalem, to 
celebrate the feaft of Pentecoft, ftirred up the Jews of that city 
againft him. For feeing him with Trophimus, an Ephefian and a 
Gentile, in the city, they falfly imagined that he had carried 
him into the temple, and fo had profaned it. Upon an outcry 
that he contemned the temple and the law of Mofes, the people 
ran together, and laying violent hands upon the apoftle, drew 
him out of the temple that they might beat and kill him. Clau- 
dius Lyfias, a Roman tribune, had the command of the gar- 
rifon that was kept in the cattle Antonia to prevent riots and fe- 
ditions to which the Jews were very prone, efpecially at the 
time of the three great feftivals. This officer was immediately 
informed of the tumult, and taking a body of foldiers he 
marched down upon the rioters, who being awed by his pre- 
fence left off beating St. Paul, and the tribune took him out of 
their hands : but commanded him to be bound with two 
chains. Lyfias fufpe£led him to be a certain Egyptian who had 
been the author of a late fedition : but finding himfelf miftaken 
he gave the prifoncr leave to fpeak to the people. St. Paul 
with great tranquillity gave them an account of his miraculous! 
converfion, and of his commiflion to preach to the Gentiles. 
At the mention of this I aft article the populace began to cry out 
with great rage, demanding his death. Lyfias to learn from him 
the ftate of the affair, commanded that he fhould be tied to a. 
pillar in order to be feourged. W hi 111- the executioner was 
binding his hands, the apoftle afked the centurion that flood 
by, if a Roman could be whipped, and even unheard, with- 
out either crime or trial. The centurion intimated this to 
Lyfias, who hearing that he was a Roman citizen began to 
be afraid, and ordered him to be loofod, faying himfelf had 
purchafed that privilege for a large fum of" money. Lvfias had 
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led him into the caftle Antonia; and the next day he fentto the 
high prieft and all the council to come and give him the meet- 
ing out of the camp or diftri£r. of the caftle where the garrifon 
was, that from them he might inform himfelf what the matter 
was. When St. Paul began to fpeak, Ananias the high prieft, bad 
fome of the ftanders by to ftrike him on the face. The apoftle 
was ready in his heart to turn the other cheek, but to encou- 
rage his followers exerted himfelf boldly in the caufe of truths 
and checked fo unjuft a violence offered to one who was in the 
hands of a Roman magiftrate, and had committed no offence. 
He therefore reproached him, and threatned that God would 
fmitc him, calling him a whited wall, that is, a hypocrite. St. 
Auftin fays thefe words were a prophecy. This Ananias was 
foon after depofed from the high priefthood by Agrippa the 
younger, and having haftened the ruin of his country by form- 
ing a dangerous faclion in it, was flain one of the firft, toge- 
ther with his brother, by another faction which was headed 
by his own fon. Yet the apoftle when he was put in mind 
who the perfon was, made his excufes that he did not know 
him to be the high prieft or he would have fpoke to him with 
more refpc£t : lb much did he honour the very fhadow of a 
priefthood which was then extinct:. The rcfurre£tion of Chrift 
being a capital point of our faith, St. Paul then cried out, 
that he was impeached for maintaining the refurredtion of 
the dead. The Pharifees, being zealous advocates for that 
article againtt the Sadducees, at thefe words declared them- 
felves for the apoftle, and a warm contention arofe among 
the Jews themfelves. Lyftas fearing left St. Paul fhould 
be torn to pieces in the tumult, fent a party of foldiers to 
fetch him out of the council into the caftle. Jefus Chrift, to 
Ihew that he is neareft his fervants when they arc in the moft: 
grievous afflictions, appeared to St. Paul the Xecond night 
aftei this danger, and encouraged him, with an aflurancc that 
he fhould give teftimony to him at Rome. 

Forty Jews having confpircd to murder him, Lyfias fent 
him under a ftrong guard to Felix, the governour of the pro- 
vince, who rcfidcd at Casfarca. The high prieft Ananias fol- 
lowed him thither to accufe him, taking with him Tcrtullus an 
eloquent oratour or lawyer, who after an infmuating addrefs 
opened the charge againft the apoftle whom he impeached for 
Itirring up leditions, and preaching the new religion of the Na- 
"zaueans or Chriflians. -St. Paul, having obtained leave from 
Felix, entered upon his defence, with telling the governour, 
it was a great comfort to him that he was to plead his caufe 
before one who had long fat judge of that nation. He then 

taiily cleared himfelf from the calumny of icdiiion and of hav- 
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ing profaned the temple; and confefled that he worfliipped God 
in the way which his accufers called herefy, but added that ic 
was agreeable to the fenfe of the prophets, and the faith of his 
forefathers, and that in the expectation of the refurrection of 
all men, good and bad, he was careful to live with an un- 
blameable confcience towards God and man. The accufation 
as to reJigion was of no weight with Felix : yet he detained 
the apoftle in prifon two years, partly to pleafe the Jews, and 
partly hoping to receive money from the Chriltians for his 
releafement. This Felix was a wicked man, raifed to that 
dignity from a flave, and in governing his province he car- 
ried extorfions and tyranny to the greatefl height (e). 

He was abfolute and uncontroulable fo long as he was fhield* 
cd under the protection of Pallas; but after the fall of that mi- 
nifter it was more eafy for the Jews to fend complaints againifc 
him to Nero : and this induced him to keep St Paul prifoner 
in order to court their favour, unlefs he could have got fome 
money by fetting him at liberty. In the mean time he fre- 
quently called the apoftle before him, taking much delight to 
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(e) He was brother to Pallas, 
a fi ced-man who under Agrippi- 
na, the lair, wife of Claudius, 
was keeper of the imperial trea- 
fure, and had the chief manage- 
ment of the ltate during the 1 afl 
years of the reign of Claudi- 
us. The fenate bellowed on 
him the moll abject flatteries, 
and even Scipio did not blufh to 
fay he thought Pallas entitled to 
the thanks of the whole body, 
for that he, being dclcended 
from the ancient kings of Arca- 
dia, was pleafed, for the publick 
good, to forget the prerogatives 
of fo ancient a nobility, and 
condefcended to be one of the 
emperour's minillers. 'J 'hat il- 
1 urinous body returned C«cfar 
thanks for the honours with 
which he had recompenied the 
fcr vices of this niifcrcant, exceed- 
ingly extolled the diiintereilcd- 
neis of fo worth let's a flave, and 
propofed as an example uf the 
ancient love of poverty a man 

who by rapines was pofleffcd oi 



three hundred millions of fefterce?, 
or two millions four hundred 
thoufand pounds of our money. 
The fenate caufed this its decree 
in his honour to be graved on a 
plate of brafs, and fixed up ou 
the ftatue of Julius Cajfar. Pli- 
ny the younger from this exam- 
ple concludes how vain and des- 
picable honours are which are 
often proilituted on the worfl oi: 
villains [1. 7. ep. 29], and that 
only ambition and a defire to ad- 
vance thcnifelves could induce 
the ienators io Ilrangeiy to dii 
grace their dignity to the diflio- 
nour of the lcpublick, whcieu:, 
the highclL rank to which they 
could alpire, was only to he li; it 
in a fenate that could prude Pal- 
las [Id. t. 8. ep b]. Thiii fa- 
vourite ininillei fhared in the dii- 
v.'aec into which /\giip| ina he. 
j;an to fall in the yeai lift) -five, 
the fi.cond of the ici»n ol her 
ion Ncio: he wa*« then luitictt 
onto! hi: eiyplo; nu im- , and A- 
tcivva&d* j-oi'^iicd in ii:M iu j 
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hear him difcourfe : but curiofity and covetoufnefs were his 
motives, and his paffions got the better of all the impreffions 
of grace. He had three wives, among whom fhe that held the 
firft rank was Drufilla, daughter to the elder Agrippa, an impi- 
ous apoftate from Judaifm, and an adultrefs who had abandon- 
ed her own hufband AtAx, king of Emefa, preferring the bed 
of this profligate idolater. Some days after the fir ft hearing of 
St. Paul at Csefarea, Felix being with Drufilla, fent for the 
apoftle before him, and hearing him difcourfe on juftice, chaf- 
tity and the judgment to come, trembled. But fti fling his re- 
morfes he faid : Go away for the pre fent : I xvill call thee 
at a convenient iitne. Q criminal delay ! O words, ene- 
mies to all grace 1 cries out St. Auftin. Hurry of worldly 
affairs, diHipation, floth, pleafures and what not, will never 
afford this convenient time till the unhappy foul on a fudden 
fhall fee herfelf buried in hell, and fhall feel her felt awaked 
from her lethargy by the fmart of the unquenchable flames. 
The other confeiences of this judge with St. Paul were equally 
fruitlefs. Neither could he extort from him any money, the 
apoftle having other ufes for his alms. Two years after, this 
governour was recalled to Rome in the year fixty, and being 
accufed by the Jews before Nero, he only efcaped the punifh- 
tticnt which his crimes deferved, by immenfe fums of mo- 
ney. 

Porcius Feftus fucceeded him in the government of Judaea, a 
man of fomewhat better character. St. Paul was again im- 
peached by the Jews before him, but appealed to the empcrour, 
that he might not be abandoned to the rage of malicious profc- 
cutors : and his appeal was admitted by the governour, being 
a right and privilege granted by the laws to Roman citizens, 
to fecurc their lives and fortunes from the arbitrary dealings of 
corrupt magiftratcs. Agrippa the younger (after the death of 
his father, the elder Agrippa, in forty-four) law Judaea a fc- 
cond time reduced into a Roman province; but in forty-eight, 
upon the death of his uncle Herod, king or' Chalets, was de- 
clared by the empe: uur Claudius kin<» ol that (mall territory, 
being between the Libamis and Antiiibanus, with the power of 
appointing the high prieil of the Jews. The teuarchate of 
Galilee, and fome other fmall principalities were afterwards ad- 
ded to hi*i (Juminions. This prince came to Oefarca to com- 
nliment the new v ovcniour, briir-inff with him his lifter Bere- 
nice, a K wd and viciuus woman, as may be feen in Jolephus. 
l-'eHtu. afked the ;ulviec ol Agrippa what he could wiitc to the 
cinpciour 1 omeniing his piil'unei, suivl that pMnce, who had 
heaid ninth of ill. l au), was very defnous to fee him. There 

fore the ^jvcuiuur caufed him the next day to he brought be" 
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fore them. The apoftle in a folemn audience addrefled him/elf" 
to the young king, and explained to him the doctrine of the 
refurre£iion of the dead, and related his own miraculous con- 
verfion. Feftus, a worldly man, addidted to his pafficns, and 
unacquainted with luch fpiritual truths, admired the faint's 
eloquence and fublime doctrine, but faid he was befide him- 
felf, and that much learning had made him mad. St. Paul 
calmly replied, that his words were not the effects of mad- 
nefs, but were ferious and fober truths : and for a proof ap- 
pealed to the king who was not a Granger to the writings 
of the prophets that were accomplished in Chrift. Agrippa 
could not but confefs that he had ahnojl perfuaded him to 
become a Chriflian. It was only almojf^ becaufe he (hut 
his heart againfr. the motion of grace, the Chriftian faith not 
being the fafhionable religion in the world. They who neg- 
ledr. to li fieri to the call of heaven, and to improve the favour- 
able vifit of the Holy Ghoft, in punifhment of their abufe of 
grace, ufually perifh in their fin. St. Paul returned his hearty 
wifhes, that both the king and the whole honourable aflemhly 
were, not in part only, but entirely as much Chriftians as him- 
felf, unlike him only in the chains which he bore on that oc- 
count. Agrippa told Feftus, that he might have been difcharg- 
ed forthwith, had not his appeal to Caefar bound him to appear 
at Rome. For the appeal being once received in a court, the 
inferiour judge had no power either to acquit or condemn. 

Purfuant to this appeal Felius delivered St. Paul to Ju- 
lius, a centurion of a company belonging to the legion of 
Auguftus. The apoftle had with him Luke, Arillarchus, 
and fome others. In September they went on board a 
ihip of Adramyltium, a port of Myfia, and failed northward. 
They call: anchor at Sidon, where Julius who was a courteous 
man, permitted St. Paul to go on ihorc to fee his friends, and 
to refreih himfelr. Putting out from thence they had a tedious 
voyage with contrary winds, failed near Cyprus, and co ailed 
along Cilicia and Pamphylia, till they arrived at Myra in Lycia, 
wheie this Ihip flniihed its voyage. They then went on board 
a (hip of Alexandria bound for Italy, carrying 276 pcr- 
fons. The winds were fb contrary that it was ieveral days be- 
fore they were brought oppoiito to Cnidus, a promontory and 
city of Caria : hence they were carried over-aguinfl Sahnonc, a 
piomontory of Crete, which they doubled, and came to a 
place called the Fair Havens, near the city of l.alea or Tha- - 
Jafla, in that iflaiui. It being then OiSlohcr, and the leas 
dangerous, St. Paul advifed the centurion and mariners to 
winter in that place : they would not littcn to the propofals, 
and weie for wintering at Phoenice, a much better haven 011 
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another fide of the ifland. They therefore failed forward ; 
but Toon after there arofe a violent north-eaft wind, which 
bore upon them fo furioufly that the feamen could not go- 
vern the (hip, and were forced to give it up to the mercy 
of the winds and waves, which carried it to a fmall ifland 
called Clauda, on the fouth-weft of Crete. Here they were 
obliged to undergird the fhip to fave it from fplitting. The 
next day being more violently toffed by the ftorm, they threw 
over board the merchant goods, and two days after, alfo the 
tackle and furniture of the veffe). So violent was the ftorm 
that they were fourteen days without once feeing the fun, 
moon or ftars, and almofl without eating. Nothing but hor- 
rour furrounding them they were all grown hopelefs and 
comfordefs, when St. Paul allured them that the veiTel in- 
deed would be loft, but that they fhould all efcape with their 
lives, and be faved on an ifland. God had fent an ans;el to him 
the night before with the menage : 46 Fear not, Paul, thou 
* 4 mult be brought before Caefar : and lo, God hath given thee 
* c all them that fail with thee." For his fake God granted 
the lives of all the company, confifting of two hundred and 
feventy-flx fouls. The mariners happening by the founding in 
the night to find but twenty, and foon after but fifteen fathom 
of water, perceived fome land was near, and not daring to 
venture any farther for fear of fands or rocks, they let down 
four anchors, and earneftly wifhed for day. The Tailors laid a 
plot to fave themfelves in the boat, which they privately let 
down : but St. Paul informed the centurion of their defign, and 
advifed him to prevent fuch an accident, for the reft myft have 
been left to perifti if no one remained capable of fleering the 
veflel. The foldiers therefore cut the ropes which held up the 
the boat on the fide of the fhip, and let it fill into the fea, that 
the failors might not be able to leave the veflel. The apoflle 
comforted the company by repeating the ftrongc'ft affurances 
that not one of them fhould be loft, nor fo much as a hair of 
any man's head perilh. For fourteen days they had eat next to 
nothing: he therefore perfuaded them to take fbme nourifhmcnt 
chearfully : and when they had all plentifully refrefhed them- 
ielves they threw the reit of the provifions into the fea, to 
lighten the veflel. When it was day, they defcricd land, and 
weighing anchor made for fhorc up a cieek, but unexpectedly 
fell into a place where two currents of the fea meet. There 
the veflel run a- ground, and the head of the fhip being fixed in 
a land-bank, the Ilcrn was broke to pieces by the violence of 
the waves, and the veflel bulged. In this extremity the foldiers 
were for killing the prifoners left they fhould efcape upon com- 
ing to land i but the centurion being defirous to fave Paul, 

would 
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would not fuffer it, and the whole company arrived fafe on 
Ihore, fome by fwimming, others on planks of the veflel. 
cc Behold," fays Chryfoftom (31) " what it is to live in the 
<c company of a faint, though a prifoner, and to have him for a 
e< protector in all dangers." 

The land they had made to, was the ifland of Malta, 
which was then fubjecl: to the Romans. The inhabitants 
treated the diftreffed ftrangers with great humanity, making 
for them large fires to dry their clothes, and cherifh their 
limbs which were benumbed with cold. While St. Paul was 
bufied in throwing a bundle of flicks on the fire, a viper, dif- 
lodged by the heat, came out of the wood, and fattened on 
his hand : but he (hook it off into the flames, without re- 
ceiving any hurt. The people expected he would fwell foon, 
drop down and die, and cried out he muft be fome murderer 
purfued by divine vengeance. But feeing the miraculous event 
they faid, he muft fure be fome god. Publius, the principal 
perfon in the ifland, probably the Roman governour, enter- 
tained the whole crew at his houfe for three days with great 
kindnefs. His hofpitality was recompenfed : for his father 
being at that time fick of a fever and dyfentery, St. Paul 
went in, prayed, laid his hands on him, and reftored him to 
his health. When this was reported abroad, others brought 
their fick to the apoftle, and they were cured by him. This 
made the iflanders honour their guefts exceedingly, and furnifh 
them with plenty of all necefTary provifions. After three months 
flay in this ifland, St. Paul and his company fet fail for Rome, 
in an Alexandrian vefTel, named the Caflor and Pollux, 
which had lain there all the winter. They touched at Syracufe 
in Sicily, and at Reggio in Calabria, and landed at Puzzuolo 
near Naples. Finding fome Chriftians there, the apoftle was 
prevailed on to ftay feven days with them. Hence he pro- 
ceeded near one hundred miles by land to Rome. The Chri- 
ftians of that capital hearing of his coming, fevcral of them 
went out to meet him, fome as far as to Forum Appii, forty- 
eight miles, others to Ties Tabernas, now called Ciftcrna, 
twenty-two miles from Rome. Fie arrived at that city in the 
beginning of fpring, in the year 6r. Julius the captain deli- 
vered his prifoncrs to the Praefeclus-Praitorio, Afranius Uurr- 
hus, an officer of great wifdom and moderation, and of chief 
authority during the firfl years of Nero, whole brutiih temper 
was much reftrained by the counfels of Seneca and Burrhus, 
till the death of the latter in 62. St. Paul was treated with 
great indulgence, and permitted to live in a houfe which he 

F f f 4 hired. 
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hired, only with a conftant guard upon him, and always fet" 
tercd with a chain ; one end of which was probably, ac- 
cording to the Roman cuftom, faftened about the guard, 
who was obliged to accompany him every where, but was of- 
ten changed. During his cuftody he preached freely to thofe 
who reforted to him, firft to the Jews, afterwards with much 
greater fruit to the Gentiles. No accufers appearing againft 
him, after two years he was fet at liberty. Here St, Luke ends 
his hiftory of the A&s of the Apoftlcs, which from the thirteenth 
chapter is a narrative of the travels of St. Paul. The Philip- 
pians fent Epaphroditus their bifhop with money to St. Paul 
for his reliei during his imprifonment, and the apoftle wrote 
to them his mo ft tender epiftle in fixty-two, in which he ex- 
horts them to be upon their guard againft falfe teachers, who 
pretended that the law of circumcifion obliges Chriftians. 
Onefimus, the flave of Philemon, an eminent citizen of Co- 
loflbe in Phrygia, ferved St. Paul in his confinement, and the 
apoftle obtained of his mafter his pardon and liberty by his 
moft tender and eloquent epiftle to Philemon. Pie fent by 
Onefimus, the fame year 62, his epiftle to the Coloftians, who 
had been converted to the faith, not by St« Paul, but by Epa- 
phras, who was their bifhop. The apoftle warns them againft 
a fuperftitious worlhip of angels, which certain . difciples of 
Simon Magus endeavoured to introduce. It was alfo in 
Italy that he wrote his epiftle to the Hebrews, probably about 
the year 63. 

Some time' after his enlargement, he returned again from 
Rome into the Eaft, as he had promifed in all the above-men- 
tioned epiftles. There he undertook new voyages, preached 
again over many countries, and fuffered over again, chains, 
prifons, torments, conflicts and continual dangers of death. Pie 
had a defign when he writ to the Romans, of vifiting Spain : 
but this pope Gelafius thinks (32) he never executed. He in 
this journey cftablifhcd the faith in Crete, and left St. Titus 
bifhop there : as he did St. Timothy at Ephcfus. He 
wrote his firft epiflle to this hitler out of Macedon ; accord- 
ing to St. Jciom from Nicopolis in Epirus, which was then 
reckoned part of M acetic n. He wrote to St. Titus from 
Greece, or Achaia, under which name the Romans then 
comprehended alfo Peloponefus, and whatever provinces of 
old Greece they did not attribute to IV laced on. The Apoftle 
went back into Alia, and at Troas, lodged with one Carpiib. 
ITe made feveral other voyages in which lie had much to dif- 
fer (33). lie had excommunicated Hymenajus and Philctus, 
at Ephcfii', for denying the refurret c .lioii of the body. 

No 

(32) Cone. T. 4, p. 1253. {33) 2 Tim. ii. 11. 
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No diftance of nations could confine the ardour of this 
apoftle's zeal. From the Eaft he returned again to 
Rome. St. Athanafius allures us (34)? that God had made 
known to him by a revelation, that he mould fuffer martyrdom, 
in that city 5 whereupon inftead of flying, he with joy haften- 
ed thither. St. Auftin and other fathers teftify the fame : and 
this forefight of his death, may be alfo gathered from the af- 
furance with which he fpeaks of it in his fecond epiftle to Ti- 
mothy. He came this fecond time to Rome, about the year 
64. St. Dionyiius of Corinth infmuates, that it was in com- 
pany with St. Peter (35). We learn from the epiftle of St. 
Paul to the Philippians (36), that feveral perfons of the cmpe- 
rour's houfhold, had before this embraced the faith (f), St. Luke 

informs 



(34.) Apol. pro fuga, p. 713 
(36) Phil. iv. 20. 

(f) T hat Seneca the philofo- 
pher was converted to the faith, 
an-d held a correfpondence with 
St. Paul, is a groundlsfs fiction. 
That great man was a native of 
Cordova in Spain, and the fon 
of a Roman knight. He ap- 
plied himlelf to the lludy of 
eloquence, and piincipally of 

moral philofophy under the 
Stoick Attalus, to whofe lectures 
he liltened with extraordinary 
attention and avidity, as he tef- 
tifies (ep. 108). He attained 
to a great reputation for inte- 
grity, learning and eloquence, 
and his firft writings were read 
by every one at .Rome, and were 
made the general model and 
Standard. But his Hyle being- 
very faulty, his books contri- 
buted very much to deprave the 
ta(le of true eloquence at Rome 
which had be^un to decline 
from the latter end of the reign 
of Auguitus. He abounds in a 
variety of bright thoughts, but 
they are often falfe ; though ge- 
nerally linking, hceauio his 
turns are Singular, and tend to 
dav/.le and Surprife by a falfe 
Sparkling and air of paradox. 

J lis plnales are loofc and un- 



(35) Euf. 1. 2. c. 2>. 

connected, and his antitheses 
Studied. The beauties of nature, 
and an eafy flowing ilyle, 
the language as it were of the 
things thenifelves, are not to be 
found in him, fays the judi- 
cious Crevier. But his defects 
themfelves are feducing, as 
Quintilian obferres and the 
great compafs of his learning, 
the liveliriefs of his imagination, 
and the elevation of his thoughts, 
gained him many admirers, 
and a crowd of imitators, 
who often copied only his de- 
fects. The many excellent 
leSfons of moral virtue which are 
delivered in his works, feem 
the only reafon why fome would 
have him to have been a difciplc 
of St. Paul. But if we inquire 
into his conduct, we mail find 
his virtue fall Short of that of 
a moral heathen. His great ab- 
ilemioufnefs and fome other vir- 
tues are jullly commended ; and 
all the good that was done by 
Nero, during the live fir SI years of 
his reign, was certainly owing to 
the wile counfols of Seneca and 
Jilinhus. Uut it is no 1 els no- 
torious, that the air ol the court 
iniccled the virtue ol" this philo- 
sopher. 
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forms us that St. Paul found many Chriftians in Rome upon 
his firft coming thither : St. Peter had begun to preach there 
probably fixteen years or more, before the arrival of St. Paul, 
Suetonius teftifies, that Claudius banifhed the Jews out of 
Rome for the tumults raifed by them concerning Chrift. Ta- 
citus tells us, that Pomponia Graecina, an iiluftrious lady un- 
der Claudius, married to A. Plautius (who in four years fuc- 
cefsful war, had firft reduced the fouth-eaft part of Britain, 
near theThames into a Roman province) was accufed of pra£H- 
fing foreign fuperftitions ; by which hiftorians generally un- 
derftand the Chriftian religion, which had then been preached 
in Rome by St. Peter, and his difciples. She was referred to 
her hufband's judgment, who, in prefence of a meeting of re- 
lations, according to ancient cuftom, examined into the mat- 
ter, and, with their approbation, pronounced her innocent. 
This happened about the year 57, before the faith was deemed 
a crime at Rome, though an attachment to old fuperftitions 
always difpofed many to oppofe it. Great numbers, and 
among thefe many illuftrious perlons, had embraced it when 
Nero began the firft general perfecution of the church. St. 
Cbryfoftom tells us (37) that Paul converted, among others, 
a beloved concubine of Nero, and that ftie thereupon changed 
her courfe of life, forfook the court, and ferved God in 

great 

(37) Horn. 46 in A€c. Sc 1. 1 dc vit. Monad, c. 4. 



fophcr. His immenfc riches, 
his {lately palace and villas, his 
mod fumptuous furniture, in 
which himfelf counts five-hun- 
dred tables of cedar fupportcd 
by ivory fect, all alike, jewels 
above price, and every other 
thing mod coftly, very ill fuitcd 
with his Stoick philofophy. Much 
lefs cxcufable arc the execflive 
ufuries with which he opprcfled 
and pillaged great part not on- 
ly of Italy, but alfo of Britain ; 
and likewife his complaifance 
to Nero, on many unwarrant- 
able occafions, as his flattery 
after the poifoning of Britanni- 
ens, and upon the murder of 
Agrippina his mother, his ac- 
ceptance of the palace and gar- 
dens of Britannicus, after his 
unjuft death, &c. To his lalt 



breath, he was an enthufia- 
flick advocate for fuicide ; after 
his veins were opened, he took 
hemlock, and when the poifon 
did not operate, would be re- 
moved into a hot bath to acce- 
lerate his own death. He 
encouraged his wife Paulina 
to attempt to die with him, 
though Nero ordered her veins 
to be hound up, and her life to 
be faved. With his laft breath 
he ordered libations to Jupiter, 
and bid his friends always re- 
member the virtuous life he had 
led, which pride was very oppo- 
fite to the maxims of St. Paul. 
Nor can his reputation be en- 
tirely cleared ?s to the guilt of 
the confpiracy of Pifo, for which 
he died in the year 65. See Til- 

lemont Mi ft. Emp. Sec. 
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great fobriety and virtue, which provoked the tyrant, and 
was the firft occafion of St. Paul's imprifonment. The fame 
father adds, that this apoftle whilft in prifon, converted one 
that was cup-bearer to the emperour, which incenfed the ty- 
rant more than ever. St. Paul informs us, that when he was 
put in prifon, he was abandoned by all that had any credit at 
court ; but fays that he received the greater comfort and 
Strength from God in his firft appearing before Nero (38). 
One Alexander, a copper-fmith, was a great ftickler againft 
him (39), perhaps the fame Alexander whom he had 
excommunicated a little before. He was probably fome 
Jew or apoftate Chriftian, whofe fall was owing to pride and 
envy. St. Clement I. pope, who was then in Rome, and a 
difciple of St. Peter, fays that jealoufy was one of the principal 
caufes of this apoftle' s martyrdom (40). 

His confinement muft have continued at leaft a year, for in 
his fecond epiftle to Timothy, he defires him to come from 
Ephefus to Rome before winter (41). Yet he did not fufFer 
before the following year. During his fecond imprifonment 
befides this fecond epiftle to Timothy, he wrote one to the 
Ephefians, in which he takes the title of prifoner of Jefus 
Chrift, as that which is of all others the moft honourable 
Upon which words St. Chryfoftom writes. <c To be a pri- 
" foner for Chrift is a title more illuftrious and more glorious 
* c than to be an apoftle, a doclor or an evangelift. This is 
iC truly a grcatdignity far beyond that of any kingdom or confu- 
fiC late. One that loveth Chrift, would rather be in chains for 
cc his fake than be in heaven. No glittering diadem fo adorns 
cc the head as a chain borne for Chrift. Were the choice offered 
" me either of heaven or of this chain, I would take the chain. 
£ c If I might have ftood with the angels above near the throne of 
cc God, or bound with Paul, I fhould have preferred the dun- 
<c geon. Nothing is more happy or more glorious than to 
cc wear this chain. I do not call Paul fo happy for having, 
been taken up in a rapture into paradife as that he bore 
this chain. Had you rather have been the angel loofing 
<c Peter, or Peter in chains ? I would rather have been Peter. 
4t This gift of chains is fomething greater than to ftop the fun., 
to move the world or to command the devils." This apoflle 
had always looked upon death as his gain, and had fighed con- 
tinually with a longing defirc to he diftblved, and to be with 
Chrift (42). St. Hilary writing on Pfalm cix. v. 5. fays this is 
the difpoiilion of him who ardently loves (jod. ** He cannot 

" beat 

(3*?) z Tim. iv. 16. (39) lb. v. 14. (,jo) St. Clem. Rom, 

fp. i. ad Cor. cap. r;. (41) Sc. Chryf. horn. tf. hiEphcf, iii. 1. 
(42) Phil. i. /i, 
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kingdom may be ha- 
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bear a retardment : he grieves at all delays. Thus we fee 
the faints weep to fee the di Ablution of their bodies fo flow. 
The ardour of thofe who love, is 
even commands us to pray that his 

ftened. And St. Paul laments, that by Haying in the flefh 
he is abfent from the Lord (43).". This apoitle reprefents 
all inanimate creatures as groaning in pain, and defiring, accord- 
ing to their manner, their deliverance from the flavery of corrup- 
tion, and their renovation at the laft day to ferve for the greater 
glory of the el eft ; and adds, that we who have the firft fruits of 
the fpirit, groan within ourfelves, waiting for the adoption of the 
fons of God, the redemption of our body (44). The will of God, 
and zeal for promoting his honour on earth tempered the 
forrow of this delay, and he always rejoiced in an entire re- 
signation of himfelf to the fweet appointments of heaven (45). 
But at length the happy term of his labours and dangers ap- 
proached, and he beheld with joy the great moment, in which 
Chrift called him to his glory. The Holy Ghoft had disco- 
vered to him the day and the hour long before, as St. Pruden- 
tius affures us (^). His martyrdom happened in the year 65, 
on the 26th of June. St. Sulpitius Severus fays, (46), that it 
fell out before the war in Judsea, which broke out in May, in 
the twelfth year of Nero, of Chrift 66 (b). 

St. Paul was beheaded, as St. Peter of Alexandria (47), 
Eufebius, St. Jerom, St. Chryfoftom, St. Prudentius and 

other 

(43) 2 Cor. v 6, 8. (44) Rom. viii. 19. (45) Phil, 

i. 21. (46) St. :.ulp. Sever. Hiit. Eccl. (47) Can. 9. 

Cg) Ipfe p r * us fibi me' fine m cito dlxerat fufnrumt 
Ad Cbnfium eundum eft; jam refo/v,r f inqu'tt. 

Non bopa <vatem % non dies fcfcllit. S. Prud. Dc Cor. hymn. 6. 
alias 12. 



{b) B. Pearfon, in his annals 
of St. Paul, and Dom Maur, 
in his accurate Chronological 
Tables, T. 1, place the martyr- 
dom of SS. Peter and Paul on 
the twenty -ic co nd of February, 
in ihe year of Chrift 68, the 
fourteenth of Nero, which year 
that tyrant never lived to com- 
plete, falling by his own hand, 
on the eleventh of June, after 
having reigned thirteen years, 
feven months and twenty - leven 
days, his gencials having re- 
belled again ft him, and the fe- 

rik,e having condemned him to a 



cruel death of flaves, he filled 
up the number of his fins by 
becoming his own executioner. 
Thus did God revenge on him 
the blood of his martyrs. But 
the Liberian calendar and all 
antiquity ailign the twenty ninth 
of June for the day of the mar- 
tyrdom or depofition of thefe 
two npoflles, not of any trans- 
lation of iheir rclicks. And it 
has been made appear, in the 
life of St. Peter* that they dif- 
fered in the year 65, of Neio 
1 z. 
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other ancient writers teftify : and his dignity of a Roman ci- 
tizen did not allow htm to be crucified. He fuffered at the 
Salvian waters, which piece of ground St. Gregory the great, 
part of whofe eftate it was, gave, on that account, to the 
church where his body refted (48). By the manner in 
which St. Clement pope (49) fpeaks of his death, it fcems that 
Nero him felt' was prefent at it. It appears by Eufebius (50), 
that this apoftle's body in the fecond century, Jay on tht Oftian 
road, where his church now (lands. His head is kept in the 
church of St. John Lateran : but his body lies w th St. Peter's, 
half in the Vatican, and half in his own church, in fumptu- 
ous vaults. His chains were alfo preferved in Rome, and St. 
Chryfoftom, who earneftJy defired to travel fmm Antioch to 
Rome, that he might falute them, and apply them to his eyes, 
fays they made the devils tremble, and were reverenced by the 
angels (51). That father has exprefTed Ii is extraordinary ve- 
neration for this apoflle in his homilies upon his cano- 
nical epiftles, and in feven panegyricks (52), in which he 
paints his chariry, his zeal, his patience, his fufFerings, 
and the thunder of his facred and infpired eloquence, 
with the moft tender and affecting devotion, with a Ioftinefs 
both of ftile and fentiment, as unparalleled as his theme, and 
with an eloquence truly worthy fo great an apofrle, and fo in- 
comparable a panegyrift. If with this holy father we ftudy 
the fpirit of St. Paul in his life and facred writings, fo as to 
form our own upon this per feci: model, then we mall begin to 
learn what it is to be true difciples of Chrift. 

The day of the death of the renowned conqucrours has 
been forgotten, whilfr. that of a poor artifan is every where 
honoured fays St. Chryfoftom (53). The fame father takes 
notice (54), that men have a greater refpecl for the tomb of 
this apoltle, than they ever had for any Jiving prince that had 
reigned in Rome. It was enclofed in a magnificent church, 
built by Conftantine the Great, of which Prudcntius has given 
us an admirable defcription (55). The palaces of kings and 
princes, have nothing fo great or admirable. Here people 
come from all parti of the world, with wonderful piety and 
zeal to implore the fuccour and intcrceilion of this apoflle ; 
even einperours humbly proftrate thcmfclvcs before his tomb, 
lays St. Aullin (56). 

even 

(4K) St. Cre[r. M. 1. 1 cp. o. ( joj St. Clem. Rom. cp. 1. ad 
Cor. c. <j. (50) Hill. J j. c*. (>; i ) St. Cliryf. horn. M. 

in Kphef. (r j2 ) St. Chryf. '/". z. p. 476. c.d. lien. (^3) Horn, 
zU. i j 1 2. Cor. (<;<f ) I loin, ,f . in t 'Tim. (55) Hymn. 6. 
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SoS St. MARTIA L 3 B. June 

On the fame Day 

St. Martial, B. of Limoges. St. Gregory of Tours informs us, 
that he was one of the firfk apoftles of France, whither he was fent 
from Rome with St. Dionyfius of Paris. He was the firft bifhop 
of Limoges, and his name is famous in ancient martyrologies. 
Great miracles have been wrought at his re licks. See St. Gre- 
gory of Tours. (Hill. Franc. 1. i. c. 30. L de glor. Confefi*. c.< 
27.) and the new Paris Breviary on the hrft of July. 




Page 30, line 7, r. Amolon. — p. 68, I. 22, they ftood r. all 
pielent Hood.-— p. 96, 1. 22. r. Timothin. — p. 102, 1. 38, r. Papu- 
lus. — p. 1 10, 1. 33, JulHn, r. Juftus. — p. 1 18, 1. 1, r. 1 1 28. 

— p. 136, 1. ult. he r. the. — p. 141, 1. 20, r. at Bee. — p. 159, 
L 24, S. Germaris r. S. German's. — p. 165, 1. ult. Clement VIII. 
r. Clement VII. — p. 169, L 26, d. three. — p. 174, 1. 37, did 
r. died. — p. 17c, 1. 1, Iva r. Ivia. — ib. 1. 2, Agew r. Agen. — 
p. 189, 1. io,r. compelled them. — p. 190,1. 36, d. in 312. — p. 
2.22, 1. 12, d. ever. — p. 225, 1. 35, d. which was 19 Nov. 

— p. 269, I. 9, lhe enrifhed, r. he enriched. — p. 277, 1. 6, 
eleven, r. feventcen years old. — p. 285, 1. 18, r. 80,000 men. — 
p. 314, 1. 3, choir, r. chair. — p. 342, 1. 8, to have, r. or have. 

— P" 344> 2 9> iblid, r. florid. — ib. 1. 37, This holy dr. r. S. 
Gregory. — p. 354, 1. 46, dele, about the year 530. — p. 365, 

1. 29, r. S. Bernard (1) Serm. 2 in cap. Jejun. n. 4.-— p. 356. col. 

2, I. 36, one, r. on. — p. 3 8 3,1. 21, r. Balbin, and the Bollandifts. 

— p. 397, 1-9, charmed, r. delighted. — p. 413, 1. 3, Bexovius, r. 
Bzovius. — p. 430,1. 23, and ult. r. Ethelbert. — p. 444, I- 36, 
Baluzc in a work againlt Clerc, d. in a work againft J . Clcrc. - — 
p. 459, 1. 35-, knees then, r. knees bent. — p. 466, 1. 4c, ever 
wrote, r. gave. — p. 470, 1. 32, fettle r. fettled. — p. 486, 1. 20, 
fide, r. fitc. — p. 489, 1. 3,*d.( ). —p. $07, 1. 3*, 571, r. 347. 

■ — » p. 512,1.6, their, r. the. — p. 545, U ult. col. i, written in 
1271, r. written in 858. — p. 557, 1. 25, judged it, r. judged this 
work. — p. 570, 1. 10, June 8, r. June 7. — p. 57c, 1. 15, S. 
Medard, r. June 8. ■ — p. 642, 1. 18, his duty, r. him (elf. — p. 
645, 1. 12, dclcendcd, r. who was defcended. — p. 682 L 37, this 
monaftery, r. the monaftery. - — p. 709, 1. ult . Ucanius r. Uranius. 

' — P* 7 ! 4> u ' c - l S ?4i r " 11 54* — V* 7*9> 2 5> 7° ^ r > 5° 77 
ib. L57. C. Junij. K. A. r. Junij Tom 4. — p. 723, 1. r. Cif- 

tcrcian. — p. 77.4, 1. antep. and v.hi;h, r. and that which. 



L I V E S 

OF THE 

FATHERS, MARTYRS, 

AND OTHER 

■ 

PRINCIPAL SAINTS; 

COMPILED FROM 

Original Monuments, and other 

AUTHENTICK RECORDS: 

* 

■ 

Illuftrated with the Remarks of judicious modern 

Critic ks and Historians. 

Let us \^hjfder one another \ to provoke unto charity and to good 
works. Hebr. x. 24. 



VOL. III. 




LONDON: 

t 

Printed in the YEAR m.dcc&¥^& 









JULY i. 



St. OPTATUS, B. of Milevum, C. 



Mr 0771 bis own writing. See uilUmont 9 Hift* des Donatiftes* 

T.6. p. 142. Celllier^ T. 6. />. 625. 



J.-D. 384. 




J*"<W*i*a9"*i H I S father was an African, and an illuftrious 

champion of the church of Chrlil in the fourth 
6§ a ^ e " He was educated an idolater, and St* 
^ Auftin names him with St. Cyprian and St. 
J^kjl Hilary, among thofe who h.ul palled from the 

^€^%)$Pj& dark Shades of paganifm, to the light of fai'h, 

and carried into the church the fpoils of 
Egypt, that is, human fcience and eloquence. In another place he 
fliles him a prelate of venerable memory, who was by his virtue 
an ornament to the catholick church. St. Fulgentius honours 
him with the title of faint, and places him in the fame' rank 
with St. Auflin and St. Ambrofe. lie was hifhop of Milevum in 
Numidia, and the fir ft catholick prelate who undertook by 
writing to fleni the tide of the Donati(t fchif'm in Africa. Par- 
rnenian, the third bilhop of that feet at Carthage, wrote live 
books in defence of his party, in which he declaimed in ge- 
neral againfl- the Traditors, and proved what recoiled upon 
himfeW, that there can be but one church and one baptihn. 
The Donatills boa (led of the advantage they pretended 
this performance gave them over the cathobeks : indeed their 
champion was a man of learning and abilities, well veiled 
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*n the art of fophiftry, and capable of covering the worft caufe 
with fpecious glofles. Againft this Goliath St. Optatus ftep- 
ped forth, (tripped him of the armour in which he trufted, 
and turned all his artillery againft himfelf. This he per- 
formed by his fix books againft Parmenian, to which he fe- 
veral years after, in the time of pope Siricius, about the 
year 385, added a feventh [a J. In this work we admire the 
elegance and loftinefs of the ftyje, every where animated, and 
beautifully ornamented with bold and noble figures : and re- 
markable for a fententious energy and concifenefs, which dif- 
tinguifhes the beft African writers from all others. It is, how- 
ever, obfervable, that the Auguftan polifh and the purity of the 
Latin tongue had been long before upon the declenfion. But 
the chief ufefulnefs and value of this father's writings are de- 
rived from the ftrength and perfpicuity with which he fets off 
the privileges and marks of the catholick church, and from the 
important maxims which he lays down to diftinguifh the true 
fpoufe of Chrift from adultreffes, by which found rules he has 
overturned all herefies to the end of the world. St. Optatus 
writ his fix firft books about the year 370. To fet the ftate 
of this controversy in a clear light, it is neceffiiry to take a 
fhort view of the Donatift fchifm, which took its rife from a 
circumftance that happened in the perfecution of Dioclefian. 

The Traditors,or chriflians who for fear of torments and death 
delivered the holy (criptures into the hands of the perfecutors 
that they might be burnt, were guilty of a crime which bor- 
dered upon apoftafy. Upon their repentance, ^according to the 
feverity of the ecclefiaftical difcipline, they were to be enjoined 
a publick auftere courte of penance, and if in holy orders, 
to be depofed. But in this the bifhops had power to difpenfe or 
to grant a relaxation or indulgence. Menfurius primate of 
Carthage, and many other catholick bifhops admitted penitent 
priefls and bifhops to their functions without infifting on this 
condition, alledging a neceflity for fuch an indulgence, and 
the danger of a fchifm if they fcparated themfelves from the 
communion of all that had fallen into that crime. Certain 

falfc 



[a] Rivet and Du Pin prft- 
trnd '-his 7th book was writ foon 
after by another hand. Bin the 
learned publiiher of the new edi- 
tion of the works of this father 
deinonttrates it to have been 
written by him no lefs than the 
other lix, though St. Jcroui fee in 9 



never to have feen it. The au- 
thor of this 7th book allures us 
that he had written the former 
fix: and the ilyle bears fo per- 
fecl a releniblance, that, Cafau- 
bon a/linns it to be impofliblc 
they Ihonld not be all the off- 
fpring of the fame parent;. 
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falfe Numidian zealots, blinded by jealoufy or pique, took 6f~ 
fence at this mildnefs, and by their hypocrify and pretended 
zeal and fe verity drew many into fchifm. Doriatus, bifhop of 
Cafe-Nigrae, began this breach, and refufed to communicate 
with Menfurius and his deacon Cecil ian becaufe they held com- 
munion with penitent Xraditors* By his clamours he engaged 
many others in his party, and by a notorious /lander accufed 
Menfurius himfelf of having given up the fcriptures into the 
hands of the heathens. This point was difcufled in a famous 
council held at Cirta, the capital of Numidia, in 305. Men- 
furius dying in 3x1, Cecilian was chofen bifhop of Carthage i 
Upon which certain factious fpirits who attempted to oppofe 
his election broke out into a greater flame than ever. Among 
thefe no one was more active than a certain rich and powerful 
lady of Carthage, named Lucilla, who bore Cecilian a grudge; 
becaufe fhe had formerly received from him a rebuke 3 and 
wanted humility and difcretiori, without which the fhew of 
piety is only a fhadow, and pharifaical hypocrify, and eafily> 
degenerates into errour and fuperftition. She was accuftomed 
every morning before fhe received the body and blood of our 
Lord, to kifs the bone of an unknown dead man whom fhe 
pretended to have been a martyr but who was not, or at 
leaft had not been;, acknowledged fuch by the paftors of the 
church. For to prevent abufes and fuperftition, it was always 
a necefTary law in the church that, without the bifhop's appro- 
bation, no private perfons fhould be allowed to pay to relicks 
the honour due to thofe of martyrs. And it is on this circum- 
ftance that St. Optatus and St. Auftin lay the ftrefs of this af- 
fair. Cecilian in quality of archdeacon, thought it his duty 
to put her in mind of her fault : but through the mift ot het 
paflions fhe was not able to difcern the charity of this juft and 
necefTary correction. Her rcfentment for this pretended affront 
feemed to have no bounds when fhe faw him railed to the archi^ 
epifcopal chair of Carthage, and me protected and abetted the 
faction which was formed againft him with the whole weight 
of her intereft and power. This party found no other pretence 
to fet afide his election but by the foolifh plea that he admitted 
the penitent Traditors to his communion, and thereby defiled 
the fanctity of the catholick church. Upon better grounds 
Donatus, bifhop of Cafa^-Nigras, firft ereded altar a- 
gain ft altar and refilling to hold communion with Ce- 
cilian celebrated the divine myfteries at Carthage in dome- 
flick chapels ; in which he was imitated by other factious 
perfons. The fchifmaticks having gained the keepers of the} 
treafury of the church of Carthage, got poifcflion of the golj 
and filver chalices and other vcflcls and rich ornaments that b c _. 
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longed to that church. Thus St. Optatus obferves (i) that 
anger was the mother of the fchifm, ambition the nurfe y and co- 
vet oufnefs the champion to defend it. And St. Auftin, on this 
occalion, makes the following remark, that. All who dijiurb 
the peace of the church do this either blinded by pride , diJiraSied 
with envy, or feduced by worldly covetoufnefs or by foft pajjt- 
ens and lujl (2). The facYton being by thefe arts propagated 
foon became numerous. Lucilla by her money and interefr. 
inftigated the heads of the party to carry matters to the 
la ft extremity, in which fhe was feconded by two priefts 
of Carthage, who having been competitors with Ceciiian 
were difcontented at his preferment. Seventy bifhops, chiefly 
Numidians, efpoufed this party, and met at Cirta, having 
at their head Secundus the. primate of Numidia, Donatus 
of Mafcula, Victor, Marin us, Purpurius and the firft author 
of the fchifm Donatus of Cafae-Nigras. Among thefe, Dona- 
tus of Mafcula, Vidtor, and feveral ethers, were notoriouily 
guilty of having delivered up the holy fcriptures to the per- 
fecutors. But the crime was pafled over in them : and by 
how much the more guilty of fuch practices the fchifm at icks 
were themfelves, fo much the more vehemently did they ac- 
cufe others ; that their pretended zeal againft thofe fins falfely 
imputed to others, might ferve as a cloak to cover their own 
real guilt, as St. Auftin and St. Optatus obferve. Some of 
them, however, confefTed their crime in this fy nod, and were 
abfolvcd. Next the fchifmatical council prcfumed to pro- 
nounce fentence of depofition againft Ceciiian, alleging, that 
he was a Traditor, or at leaft that he communicated with Tra- 
d iters. Therefore they chofe and ordained the domeftick 
chaplain of Lucilla, by name Majorinus, the fchifmatical bifhop 
of Carthage. The bifhops of Italy and Gaul and in par- 
ticular pope Miltiades in a council at Rome, acquitted Ceci- 
iian, and condemned the fchifmaticks, who thereupon forged 
many flandcrs againft the pope. Schifrn frequently leads men 
into here/y ; and this was the prefent cafe. The Donatifts 
pretending that Ceciiian was no mimfler of Chrifl, nor thofe 
that adhered to him members of the true church, maintained 
they had no true lacraments ; and by admitting to their com- 
munion lapfed perfons, and profane Trad iters, were themfelves 
defiled, and ccafed to be of the true church. Hence they 
m'iially called the catholicks pagans, idolaters and 'I'raditors, 
and rcpabtifed all who came over to ihem, pretending that 
haptifiii and holy order.'? cannot lie validly conlcrred out of 
lire ♦•atholic church. To condemn this their capital crrour the 

great 
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great council of Aries was aflembled out of all the weftern 
provinces of the empire in 314. But the fchifmaticks were no 
lefs deaf to authority than blind to the evidence of the ca- 
tholick truth. They were fo far from being daunted by all 
thefe fentences, that by obftinacy their fpirit and faction feemed 
to grow greater, and they appealed to the emperour. Matters 
of fact being part of the charge, Conftantine gave the plain- 
tiffs a full hearing, in hopes by this condefcenfion to bring 
them over to their duty. But feeing them invincibly obftinate 
he, in 316, enacted fevere laws againft fuch Donatifts as re- 
fufed to acquiefce in the decifion of the church. In the fame 
year, upon the death of Majorinus, the)' placed in the fchif- 
matical chair at Carthage one Donatus a man of an aufterc life, 
eloquent and learned, but one of the mo ft ambitious, vain and 
proud of mortals, betraying in his carriage an unbecoming le- 
vity, and paflionate to a degree of phrenfy. He became the 
idol of the party, which, according to feveral good authors, 
took its name from him, not from the other Donatus of Cafse- 
Nigrae, the fir ft author of the fchifm. St. Optatus (4) and St. 
Auftin (5) charge the Donatifts with herefy alfo in another 
point, iriafmuch as they affirmed the catholick church, which, 
can never fail, and which is the church of all nations, had 
pexifhed throughout the reft of the world, and v/as confined 
10 one corner of the earth in Africa. In a great aflcmbly of 
270 bifliops held at Carthage, and in others in feveral other 
places they had the infolence to unchurch the whole chriftian 
world befides th'emfelves, and commanded all who had been 
baptized by catholicks to be again baptized : to prevent which 
facrilege Conftantine by law made it capital for anv one to 
re-baptize another. They boafted of great purity and fancTrity, 
like the Novatians, but their fe verity refembled that of the Pha- 
rifees; for blinded by their paffions they did not fee the inward 
unclcannefs of their own hearts defiled by pride, difobedicncc 3 
and the whole train of other vices, which attend rhofe mailer- 
fprings of fpiritual diforders. About the year 347, a feci: of 
lanaticks called Circumcclliom fprung up among t lie Donatifts, 
whofo communion they enjoyed, but were their fcandal and 
reproach. Tlicfe were chiefly wild and ignorant country pea- 
sants who pretending to devote themfclves to martyrdom, wan- 
dered about for Come months or years pampering themfclves as 
victims fed for Sacrifice, and at length caft themfclves 1 1 om rocks 
or into rivers, or any other way laid violent hands upon thent- 
felves, which death they called martyrdom. Many of them 
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compelled fl rangers whom they met on the high roads to murder 
them. Some catholicks who met them in this mad phrenzy, 
to fave their own lives, and not imbrue their hands in the blood 
pf thefe fanaticks, infilled firft upon binding them before they 
could proceed to do them th« defired good turn in facrificing 
them : but when they were tied, bear them till they came to their 
fenfes, and were contented (o live, as Thepdqret relates (6). 
Such are the extravagances into which men are led when they 
have once loft the anchor of truth, and their minds are fet afloat 
on the tide of pafiions. and errour. Of this we have the rooft 
fenfible proof not only in the follies and impiety of pagan- 
ifm, and in various herefies in pair, ages, but alfo in thedeifm, 
fanaticifm and numberlefs wild chimeras and mad dreams in 
which our own times have been fo fruitful among thofe who 
Wander in the endlefs mazes of errour. The Donatifts were 



very numerous in Africa for above 100 years, till the zeal of St f 
Auftin, lecono*ed \>y rnany others, alrnoft extinguifhed that feci;. 
St. Optatus had before given this hydra a mortal blow by his 
books againft Parmenian, who had fucceeded Donatus in the 
fchifmatical fee of Carthage. 

In this work our faint applauds the principle laid down by 
Parmenian, that the church is but one : for Chrift is only one, 
and he is the fpoufe of one church, which is called his only dove, 
the garden fhut up, and the fealed fountain. He joins iflue 
with his adverfary, that hereticks are proftitutes, and have no 
right to the jurifdiclion or keys of the church which Peter re- 
ceived ; and which were not given to them* He adds, that 
hereticks and fchifmaficks are branches lopt off from the vine, 
and referved for the fire (7). He exaggerates the guilt of a 
fchifm as a crime more enormous than parricide, and which 
ffeferves a punifhment like that pf Co,re, Hatha" and Abiron (8). 
In thefe principles both catholicks and Donatifts were agreed. 
St. Optatus then proceeds to fhew that the latter cannot be the 
true church, " becaufe, fays he, in them where is the propriety 
* c of the catholick name ; ... copped up as they are in one 
* c little part of Africa, in one corner of a finglc country ? 

...Whereas the church is catholick or univerfal, and is fpread 
* c every where (9)". He fhews by fevcral texts of the pro- 
phets this univcrfality to be one of the ciTential charac*tcrifticks 
qf the church. He adds as other marks, its unity, fan&ity and 
the chair of Peter, * c which, fays he, is ours - 3 a>nd by this it 
f is plain that we poflefs its other prerogatives." flc adds : 
i*. Peter fat fir ft in this chair, and was. fucceeded by Linus,'* 

B 4 He 
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He names the bifliops of Rome from him down to Siricius, 
* c at this day, fays he, united in our fraternity, in which the 
" whole world agrees with us joined in one communion (10). 
— To Peter Chrlft faid, M To thee I will give the keys of 
* c the kingdom of heaven, and the gates of hell ftiall not pre- 
<c vail againft it. Whence therefore do you claim the keys 
« c who with a facrilegious prefumption and infolence fight a- 
« gainft the chair of Peter (u)? He fays again: " You 
<c cannot deny that you know the epifcopal chair was firft given 
*« to Peter in the city of Rome, in which firft fat the head of 
" the apoftles Peter, which chair was one, that all others 
** might preferve unity by the union they had with it, and 
tc left the other apoftles might ered and defend chairs to them- 
tc felves ; fo that now he is a fchifmatick and an offender who 
" fets up another againft the only chair." He gives the his- 
tory of the origin and follies of the Donatift feci:. " As to your 
** party, fays he, which would willingly be thought to be the 
*« church, enquire after the original of your chair." He fays 
the Donatifts anfwered, they had alfo a bifhop of Rome, named 
Macrobius, who fucceeded to Eucolpius, Eucolpius to Boniface 
of Balli, and Boniface to one Victor Garbienfis, whom the 
Donatifts kad fent from Africa to Rome to prefide in their little 
fchifmatical church in that city. To this our holy doctor re- 
plies : < 6 Can Macrobius fay, that he fits in the chair of St. 
" Peter, which perhaps he never faw ? for certainly he never 
c< went to the fepulchre of the apoftles, "(that is, to officiate in 
the cathedral, or be regarded by the catholick church as 
feated in the apoftolick chair). <c He is difobedient to the com- 
tc mand of the apoftle, who would have us communicate in 
* c the memory of the faints ; and the relicks of the two apoftles 
cc St. Peter and St. Paul are in the church of Rome." " Tell 
4f me, I pray, if he could ever offer in the place where thefe 
" relicks are certainly kept. Macrobius, your brother, muft 
cc then confefs, that he was feated in the chair of Eucolpius, 
cc Boniface of Balli and Victor Garbienfis. This Viclor is a 
iC fon without a father, a ditciplc without a mailer, a fucceflbur 
* c without a predecefTour." Among the other marks of the 
church, St. Optatus enlarges and iniifts particularly upon its 
extent or univerfality. Wherefore, fays he, would you un- 
<c church an infinite number of chriftians that arc in the Kaft 
cc and the Weft ? You are but a final 1 number of rebels who 
" have oppofed all the churches of the world," he. (12). He con- 
futes the errours of the Donatifts, who pretended that the facni- 
mnctB are null If given out of the true church, and mentions the* 
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exorcifms (13) ufed in baptifm to expel the unclean fpirit, (in 
which facrament they are ftill ufed) j as do alio St. Cyril of 

Jerufklem (14)? St- Aultin (15)5 Tertullian, &c. St. Op- 
tatus fpeaks often of the holy oil and chrifm, and relates 
that " certain Donatifts alfo caufcd a bottle full of holy oil 
<c to .be thrown out of a window on purpofe to break it : but 
ic though it was cart down from a very high place, yet being 
fupportcd by angels it fell upon the ftones without breaking." 
(16) He lays cc that the furious Donatift mob broke down 
* 6 the altars, which the catholicks had made ufe of:" on which 
he writes as follows : " What hath Jefus Chrift done to you." 
fays he to the Donatifts, " that you mould deftroy the altars 
" on which he lefts at certain times ? Why do ye break the 
46 facred tables where Jefus Chrift makes his abode f Ye have 
£C imitated the crime of the Jews ; for as they put Jefus Chrift 
* c to death upon the crofs, /o ye have beaten him upon thefe 
altars". He then hurnouroufly objects their ridiculous incon- 
fiftency : ct All the faithful know," fays he, " that linen 
<c cloths are laid upon the altars, for the celebration of the 
sc holy myfteries. The eucharift . does not touch the wood of 
<c the altars, but only the linen cloths. Why then do you 
ci break ? why do you fcrape ? why do you burn the wood of 
tfC the altar ? If the impurity can pafs through the linen, why 
cc cannot it penetrate the wood, nay and the ground ,alfo? If 
fi£ therefore ye fcrape off* fomething from the altars becaufe 
* c they are impure, I advife you to dig into the ground, and 
* c there to make a great ditch, that ye may offer in a mod 
<c pure place ? But take care you do not dig down into hell, 
<c where you will find your mailers Core, Dathan and Abi- 
<c ron." From this raillery he palTes to other accufations ftill 
more grievous, and fays : " You have alfo lcdoublcd your 
64 facrileges in breaking the chalices which carried the blood 
<c of Jefus Chrift ; (/;) you have melted them down to make in- 
cc gots of gold and iiiver, which you have fold in the markets 
tc indifferently to every one that o tiered to buy them — O 
<c enormous crime ! C) unheard of impiety \ 9 ' The holy eu- 
charift itfe If they threw to beafls, <c than which, fays he, what 
cc could be more, impious (17) ? Your bifhops commanded the 
6C eucharift to be thrown to 1 he dogs, but prefently vilible tokens 
iC of the divine anger appeared 3 for the fame dogs, being 

raged, 

t*3) A- P 7"*- 71- Procateches. p. 7. (1 $) U 2. 

clc nupt. & coiicup. c. 29 & i. ^. mincrf. c. ult. (16) I. 2- 

P 39-. l - 2 - V- -U- 

(/••) dilftet pitguhiis ChriJH fwtitvrts. O fa fits tffamhm ! /admit 
inuudiiuin I I. 0, 11. 2. p. yj- 




July i. St. O P T A T U S, B. 9 

" gaged, turned upon their matters, and with their aveng- 
tfc ing teeth, bit and tore thofe who were guilty of profaning the 
* c holy body (c) V 9 From thefe and many other inftances it is 
clear, that the holy eucharift was then kept in churches after the 
facrifice no lefs than at prefent. The faint mentions that the 
altars were then ufually of wood, and for greater refpect covered 
with a linen cloth (18). He reproaches the fchifmaticks with 
having wafhed the palls and 1 acred linen cloths, and pretended 
by warning to purify the walls of the churches which the catho- 
licks had ufed (19). Alfo with having compelled their (acred 
virgins to lay afide the veils which they wore, and the iitde 
mitres which they put upon their heads, as figns or marks of 
their profetfion, and to wear mitres of another colour, and 
another fort of linen (20). Du Pin writes of this father : 
cc He teaches that we are all born in fin, and that haptifm is 
" neceflary to obtain the remiffion of it, He mentions ex- 
tc orcifm as a necefTary ceremony at baptifm. He (peaks 
" of chrifm as a holy thing, and of the unction that was ufed 
** at baptifm. He exprefles himfeif in fo plain terms about 
46 the real prefence of the body and blood of Chrilr in the 
" eucharift, and about the adoration that is due to this holy 
<c facrament, that nothing can be defired more exprefs. He 
« € obfcrves many ceremonies at the celebration of the eucha- 
c< rift, to which he gives the name of facrifice. 99 The Do* 
natifts ufed and reverenced the holy oblation or mafs, and all 
the facraments ; but pretended thofe adminiftred by perfons who 
were not of their own feci:, to be void and null ; and that 
they were only holy among themfeJves who were pure. St. 
Optatus writes, cc that the church has judges," fays Du Pin, 
Lt that me punifhes crimes, that fhe exacts penances of thofe 
cc that confefs their fins or are convicted of them. Pie ob- 
cC ferves, that a vow of virginity was folemnly made by 
ct thofe who dedicated themfclves to God, and that they car- 
*'* ried a final 1 covering upon their heads, which was the lign 
cc of tlie vow they had made. He tcflifics the icfpect that 
cc in his time was paid to the relicks of the faints, when he 
** fpeaks of the fepulchre of St. Peter and St. Paul ; and 
cc fpeakim* of Pncilla, he blames thofe llr.it honoured the 
ct r'diclcs of fa We martyrs, not owned by the chinch." St. 
( )ptatus furvived the year 384. ; but the lime of his death is not 
known. His name ociuis in ihe Roman martyrolo^y on the 

4th 

6. p. 93. (19) I. 0. n. 6. (20)1. 1 11.4. 
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ma uvtunt, L z. c, 39. 
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4th of June. St. Optatus makes fchifm a more grievous crime 
than murder (21). St. Auftin afks : JVhat ivill a found faith pro- 
fit a man^ when the foundnefs of his charity is deftroyed by the fatal 
wound of fchifm ? He often repeats with St, Cyprian, that even 
martyrdom is not available to the falvation of a wilful here- 
tick or fchifrnatick. St. Vincent of Lerins, makes no fcru- 
ple to affirm j that Donatus and his followers* who did not 
expiate their crime by repentance, have their portion with the 
apoftate angels (22). Hence the ancient fathers charge us 
not to make fhipwreck of our faith, as we value our ever- 
lafting happinefs, and they took fo much pains to point to 
the rocks upon which fo many have fplit, and to {hew the high 
way which Chrifr. himfelf has chalked out ; which is his true 
church. 

(21) 1. 1. (zz) Commonit. 

On the fame DAY, 

SS. Julius and Aaron MM. Thefe faints were Britons, and 
feem to have taken, the one a Roman and the other a Hebrew 
name at their baptifm. They glorified God by martyrdom at Ca- 
erleon, upon Ufk, in Monmouthfhire, in the perfecution of Dio- 
clefian, probably about the year 303. S. Gildas (i), S. Bede (2), 
and others, fpeak of their triumph as having been moll illuftrious. 
Leland and Bale fay, SS. Julius and Aaron, had travelled to Rome, 
and ** there applied themfelves to the facred ftudies. Bede adds, 
** very many others of both fexes, by unheard of tortures, attained 
** to the crow n of heavenly glory. " Giraldus Cambrenfis, informs 
us, that their bodies were honoured at Caerleon, in the year 1200, 
when he wrote. Each of thefe martyrs, had a titular church in 
that city : that of St. Julius belonged to a nunnery, and that of 
S. Aaron to a monaflery of canons. — See Godwin JDe Epifc. Lan- 
dav. Geoffrey of Monmouth, Giraldus Cambrenfis, JLeland and 
Tanner BibJ. Britann. p. 1, 

St. Theobald or Thibault, C. He was of the family of the 
counts palatin of Champagne, and fon of count Arnoul. He was 
born at Provins in Brie, in 1017, and was called Theobald from 
the moil virtuous archbifhop of Viennc, who was his uncle. In 
his youth he preferved his heart free from the corruption of the 
world amidlt its vanities ; and the more pains others took to make 
him conceive a relifh for them, the more diligent he was in fencing 
his heart againit their dangers, the more perfectly he difcovered their 
trmptinefs and fecret poifon. In reading the lives of the fathers of 
the defert, he was much affected by the admirable examples of pe- 
nance, felfdenial, holy contemplation* and christian perfection, 
which were let before his eyes as it were in a glals, and he earnelrly 
d fired to imitate them. The lives of St. John the Baptill, of 
St. Paul the hermit, St. Antony, and St. Arfenlus in their wikler- 

ncflefc, 



(i) Gildas, c. 8. 



(2) Bcda, hill. I. 1. c. 7. 
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neffes, charmed him, and he iighed after the like fweet retirement 
in which he might, without interruption, converfe with God by 
prayer and contemplation. He often reforted to an holy hermic 
mtrned Burchard, who lived in a little ifland in the Seine ; and by 
making efTays he began to inure himfelf to fading, watching, 
long {>rayers, and every rigorous practice of penance. He de- 
declined all the advantageous matches, and places at court or in 
the army which his- father could propofe to him. His coufin Eudo, 
count palatin of Champagne, and count of Chartres and Blois, 
upon the death of his uncle Rodolph, the laft king of Burgundy, 
in 1034, laid claim to that crown as next heir in blood j but the 
*mperour Conrad the Salick feized upon it by virtue of the teftament 
of the late king [a). Hereupon enfued a war, and count Arnoul 
ordered his fon to lead a body of troops to the fuccour of hia 
eoufin. But the young general reprefented fo refpeclfully to his 
father, the obligation of a vow by which he had bound him- 
felf to quit the world, that he at length extorted his confent- 
Soon after, the faint and an other young nobleman called 
Walter, his intimate friend, each taking one fervant, went to the 
abbey of St. Remigius in Rheims, and thence having fent back 
their fervants with their baggage, they fet out privately ; and in 
the clothes of two beggars, in exchange for which they had given 
their own rich garments, they travelled barefoot into Germany. 
Finding the forett of Petingen in Suabia a convenient folitude for 
their purpofe, they built themfelves there two little cells. Having 
learned from Burchard that manual labour is a neceflary duty of an 
afcetick or penitential life, and not being (killed in the manner of 
working to make matts or bafkets, they often went into the neigh- 
bouring villages, and there hired themfelves by the day to ferve 
the mafons, or to work in the fields, to carry ltop.es and mortar, 
to load and unload carriages, to cleanfe the ftables under the fer- 
vants of the farmers, or to blow the bellows and to make fires 
for the forges. With their wages they bought coarfe brown bread 
which \yas their wh -le fubfjftence. Whilrt they worked with their 
hands, their hearts were fecretly employed in prayer ; and at night 
retiring again into their foreit, they watched long, finging toge- 
ther the divine praifes, and continuing in holy contemplation* 
Their carriage and the tendernefs of their complexion difcovcred 
that they had not been trained up in manual labour, and the 
reputation of their fanclify after fbme time drew the eyes of men 
upon them. To fhun which they refblved to forfake a place 
where they were no longer able to live in humiliation and obfeu- 
rity. They performed barefoot a pilgrimage to Compoftella, and 

returned 



(a ) Tl^e fecond kingdom of 
Burgundy was begun in 890, 
by Ralph, nephew to Bozon, 
whom the cmperour Charles 
the Bald, king of France, had 
made king of Aries, in 876, 
giving him Provence and part; 



of Dauphine. This fecond 
kingdom of Burgundy com- 
prifed Provence, Savoy, the 
Viennois, a»id the county of 
Burgundy. The dutchy of 
Bui gundy had its duke at tk« 
fame time. 
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returned into Germany. Paffmg through Triers, it happened that 
Theobald there met his father count Arnoul ; but with his tanned 
face, and in his ragged clothes, paffing for a beggar, he was not 
known by him. He was ftrongly affected, and was fcarce able to 
ilifle the tender fentiments with which his heart was quite over- 
come at the fight of fo dear and affectionate a parent. However, 
he foppreifed them ; but to quit the neighbourhood where he might 
be again expofed to the like trial, he undertook a pilgrimage to 
Rome. The two fervent penitents travelled every where bare- 
foot ; and after they had vifited all the holy places in Italy, they 
chofe for their retirement a hideous woody place called Saianigo, 
near Vicenza, where, with the leave of the lord of the manner, 
they built themfelves two cells, near an old . ruinous chapel. 
Prayer and the exercifes of penance were their conftant employ- 
ment, till after two years God called Walter to himfelf. Theobald 
looked upon this lofs as a warning that he had not long to live, 
and he exerted his whole flrength, redoubling his pace to run with 
greater vigour as he drew near the end of his race. He had lived 
on oat-bread and water, with roots and herbs, but at length he 
interdicted himfelf even the ufe of bread, taking no other food 
but herbs and roots. He always wore a rough hair-fhirt : his bed 
was a board, and for the five laft years of his life he took his reft 
fitting on a wood.n feat. The binhop of Vicenza promoted him 
to prieils orders, find feveral perfons put themfelves under his di- 
rection. His lineage and quality being difcovered, his aged pa- 
rents were no fooner informed that their fon was alive, and that 
the hermit of Saianigo, the reputation of whofe fanctity, prophe- 
cies and miracles filled all Europe, was that very fon whofe abfence 
had been to them the caufc of fo long a mourning ; but they fet 
out with great joy to lee him. His frightful defert, his poor cell, 
his tattered clothes, and above all hit emaciated body made fo 
ftrong impreffions upon their heaits at the ririt fight that they both 
call themfelves at his feet, and for a confidcrable time were only 
able to fpeak to him by their tears. When they were raifed 
from the ground, and had recovered from their flrft furprifc, 
faith overcame in them the fentiments of nature, and converted 
their for row into joy. The fight of fo moving an example cxtin- 
guifhed in their he;. its ail love of the world, and they both re- 
i'olved upon the fpot to dedicate themfelves ro the divine feivice. 
The count was obliged by his affair* to return into Hrie : but (Jifla, 
the faimV, mother. ( brained her hulbnnd's conlenr to Jiniih her 
eou.fe ncr the cell of her Ion. The faint made her a little hut 
at ibine dill. nice from his own, and took great pain:; to iuitruct her 
in the practice of true perfection, lie w;v, (hoitly after \ Sued 
with his lull fnkuefs ; his body was coveted over with blotches 
and ulcers, and Lvery limb was a/ilicb-d with ionic paioful tSilordei*. 
The iervant ni d lu.'iered ihn. diiU mpei with a moll edifying 
patience and j<>> . A hide before his death lie lent lor lVrrr the 
abbot of V an^.tdice, «<f the Older of C'amalciol t, fioni whole hands 
he had received the religion:, habir a yeai befo;e. To him he. re- 
coiiijiiendcd Ids mother and hia diiciplci, : and having received the 

Viaticum 
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Viaticum he expired in peace on the laft day of June, 1066, be- 
ing about thirty three years old, of which he had fpent twelve at 
Salanigo, and three in Suabia, and in his pilgrimages. His re- 
licks were tranflated to the church dependent on the abbey of St. 
Colomba, at Sens, and afterward to a chapel near Auxerre called- 
St. Wbaud aux Bets. He was canonized by Alexander III and 
his name is in great veneration at Sens, Provins, Paris,- Auxcrrc, 
Langres, Toul, Triers, Autun and Beauvais. Sec hii life faith- 
fully written by a cotemporary author, 

St. Rum wold, or Rumoldus, B. M. Patron of Mechline. He 
was by birth an Englifh Saxon, as Janning demonstrates from the 
jnoft autheritick monuments, and was not, as certain Belgick 
msrtyrologhls have thought, of the blood royal of Scotland ; 
much lefs was he ever bifhop of Dublin, the grounds of which 
roiuake may have been, that he perhaps had his education in fome 
monaftery of the Scots in Ireland. He renounced the world in his 
youth, and embraced a ftaie of voluntary poverty, being convinced 
that whatever exceeds the calls of nature is a ufclcfs load, and a 
perfect burden to him that bears it. Pie was the mofl declared 
enemy to voluptuoufnefs ; and by frugality, moderation and a 
heart pure and difengaged from all feducing vanities, and defires 
of what is fuperfluous, he tailed the molt folid pleafure which 
virtue gives in freeing a man from the tyranny of his pa/Hons, when 
he feels them fubjected to him, and finds himfelf above them. 
Victorious over himfelf, by humility, rneeknefs and mortification he 
reaped in his foul, without any obilacles from fe]f-love, or inordi- 
nate attachments, the fweet and happy fruits of affiduous prayer 
and contemplation, whereby he fancthied his itudies in which he 
made great progrefs, and at the fame time advanced daily in 
chriftian perfection. He had faithfully ferved God many years in 
his own country, when an ardent zeal for the divine honour zir.d 
the falvarion of fouls, induced him to travel into lower Germany 
to preach the faith to the idolaters. He made a journey fail to 
Rome to receive his million from the chief pallor, and with the 
apoilolick blelling went into Brabant, great part of which country 
about Mcchli.ie he converted to the faith. He was ordained a 
ivgionary or mifUonary bifhop without any fixed fee. I'i-J fre- 
quently interrupted his exteriour functions to renew his /['h it before 
God in holy foHtude. In this retirement he was ihiin on the z.\z\i 
of June, i?i 77^, by two fons of Belial, one of whom lu had re- 
proved for adulrery. Uis body was thrown into a river, but being 
inirae alouil v diicovcred, it win honourably inrcried by hi* vir- 
tuous friend and proteclor, count Ado. A gre.tt and fumpluous 
church was built at Mechline to receive his preciou.; relrcks, which 
i. Ihil poiieffed of that treafure, and bears the name of ihh- faint. 
r fhe (MLy of Ah'chline keep:, hia feajl a folcmn holyd :y, ami honours 
him a.s its jnitr-ni aTid apoftle. ) a n n i n the fioilaaiijll.. give* ;i 
h'lio hhlon oi j 1 j •» inn !.\s. Hi' meat church at Al"chiine was 
r;uied to the nn-ti^ Mitieal dignity by Paul IV. See the niemoiro 
cnllucted by Jannm^, the UolJandiU. 
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JULY 2. 

The Vifitation of the BLESSED 

VIRGIN. 

T? R O M the example of Chrift, his blefled Mother, and 
II? the apoftles, St. Thomas (hews (i) that ftate to be in itfelf 
the moft perfect which joins together the functions of Martha 
and Mary, or of the active and the contemplative life. This 
is endeavoured by thofe perfons who fo employ themfelves in 
the fervice of their neighbour, as amidfl their external em- 
ploys or converfation often to raife their minds to God, feed- 
ing always on their heavenly invifible food, as the angel did 
in Toby's company on earth. Who alfo, by the practice and 
love of daily recollection and much folitude, fit themfelves to 
appear in publick ; and who by having learned the neceflary art 
of filence in its proper feafon, and by loving to fpeak little a- 
mong men (2), ftudy to be rn the firft place their own friends, 
and by reflection and ferious confideration to be thoroughly 
acauainted with themfelves, and to converfe often in heaven 
(3). Such will he able to acquit themfelves of external employs 
without prejudice to their own virtue, when called to them by 
duty, jultice or charity. They may avoid the fn ares of the 
world, and fanc~tify their converfation with men. Of this the 
B. Virgin is to us a perfect model in the vifit paid to her 
coufin Elizabeth, as St. Francis of Sales takes notice, who 
borrowed from this myftcry the name which he gave to his 
Order of nuns, who according to the firft plan of their infti- 
tute, were devoted to Vifit, and attend on the fick. 

The angel Gabriel, in the myftery of the Annunciation, 
informed the mother of God, that her coufin Elizabeth had 
miraculoufly conceived, and was then in the fixth month of 
her pregnancy. The B. Virgin,, out of humility, concealed 
the favour fhe had received and the wonderful dignity to 
which fhe was rai fed by the incarnation of the Son of God in 
her womb ; but in the tranfport of her holy joy and gratitude, 
flic would go to congratulate the mother of the Baptifl: ; 
with which refolution the Holy Gholt infpircd her for his 
great defigns in favour of her Son's pit cm for not yet born. 

Mary 

(1 ) St. Tha. 2. 2 a-qu, ( Hniit, of Chr. b 1 . c 20, 
(3) Phil. iii. 29 
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Mary therefore aro/h 9 faith St. Luke, and with hqflc 
went into the hilly-country into a city of Juda ; and enterng into 
the houfe of Zachary faluted Elizabeth. She made this villi 
to a faint, becaufe the company of the fervants of God 
is principally to be fought, from whofe example and very 
filence the heart will always treafure up fomething, and the 
underftanding receive fome new light and improvement in 
charity. As glowing coals increafe their flame by contact, 
fo is the fire of divine love kindled in a fervent foul, by the 
words and example of thofe who truly love God, In this 
journey what leflbns of humility does the holy Virgin give us ? 
She had been juft faluted mother of God, and exalted 
above all mere creatures, even the higheft feraphins of hea- 
ven ; yet far from being elated with the thoughts of her in- 
comprehenfible dignity, fhe appears but the more humble 
by it. She prevents the mother of the Baptift in this office 
of charity ; the mother of God pays a vifit to the mother of 
her Son's fervant ; the Redeemer of the world goes to his 
precurfor. What a fubjecT: of confufion is this to the pride of 
the children of the world ! who not content with the rules 
of refpect which the law of fubordination requires, carry their 
vanity to an excefs of ceremonioufnefs contrary even to good 
manners, and to the freedom of cbnverfation j which they 
make an art of conftraint and of torture both to themfelves 
and others ; and in which they feek not any duty of piety or 
improvement in virtue, but loathfome means of foolifh flattery* 
the gratification of vanity, or that diflipation of mind which 
continually entertains it with trifles and idlenefs, and is an 
enemy to ferious confideration and virtue. 

When the office of charity called upon Mary, fhe thought of 
no dangers or difficulties in fo painful and long a journey of 
above fourfcore miles from Nazareth in Galilee to Hebron, a 
facerdotal city in the mountainous country on the weftern fide 
of the tribe of Juda. The infpired writer takes notice, that 
fhe went with hajlc or with fpeed and diligence, to exprefs, her 
eagernefs to perform this good office. Charity knows not what 
floth is, but always a<5ts with fervour. She like wife would haften 
her flops out of modefty, not choofing to appear abroad, but 
as compelled by nece/fity, or charity ; not travelling out of 
vanity, idlenefs or curiofity, and careful in her journey to 
fhun the diflipation of the world, according to the remarks 
of St. Ambrofe. Whence we may alfo gather with what 
care fhe guarded her eyes, and what was the entertainment of 
her pious foul with God upon the road. Being anived at the 
houfe of Zachary, flic entered it, and faluted Elizabeth. 

What a blelfing did the prefence of the God -man bring to this 

houfc> 



i6 The VISITATION; July 

houfe, the fir ft which he honoured in his humanity with his 
vifit ? But Mary is the inftrument and means by which hd 
imparts to it his divine benediction ; to {hew us that fhe is d 
channel through which he delights to communicate to us his 
graces, and to encourage us to afk them of him through her 
interccfiion. At the voice of the mother of God, but by the 
power and grace of her Divine Son, in her womb, Elizabeth 
was filled with the Holy Ghoft, and the infant in her' womb 
\vas fan£tified; and miraculoufly anticipating the ufe of reafon, 
knew by divine infpiration the myftery of the incarnation, and 
Avho it was that came to vifit him. From this knowledge he 
conceived fo great, fo extraordinary a joy as to leap and exult 
in the womb (b). If Abraham an i r'l the antient prophets exult- 
ed only to fore-fee in fpirit that day when it was at the 
di fiance of fo many ages, what wonder the little Baptift felt fo 
great a joy to fee it then prefent ? How eagerly did he defire 
to take up his office of precurfor, and already to announce to 
men their Redeemer that he might be known and adored by 
all ? But how do we think he adored and reverenced him pre- 
fent in his mother's womb ? and what were the bleflings with 
which he was favoured by him ? He was cleanfed from ori- 
ginal/in, and filled with fanclifying grace, was made a pro- 
phet, and adored the Meiliah before he was yet born. 

At the fame time Elizabeth was likewife filled with the 
Holy Ghoft ; and by his irifufed light, fhe iinderftood the 
great my fiery of the incarnation which God had wrought in 
Mary, whom humility prevented from difcloling it even to a 
faint, and an intimate friend. In raptures of aftonifhment, 
Elizabeth pronounced her blcfled above all other women, fhe 
being made by God the inftrument of his blefling to the 
world, and of removing the malediction which through Eve 
had been entailed on mankind. Hut the fruit of her womb 
flic called blcfled in a fenfe flill infinitely higher, he being the 
immenfe fource of all graces, by whom only Mary herfelf 
was blcfled. Elizabeth then turning her eyes upon herfelf, 
cried out : TVhoiee is this to me ilxit the mother of my Lord Jbotild 
come to vie ? She herfelf had conceived barren and by mimclc ; 
but Mary a virgin., and by the Holy Ghoft; fhe conceived 
one greater than the prophets, but Mary the eternal Son of 

God 

+ 

(b ) From the word joy ufod flint this was not a mere natural 
by the ev:mjM"!ill on tin:, i »cc::i- motion, as fome I 'rote (km is 
ft on, and from the unanimous have imagined, hut fhe refill t of 
content of the father:; ii i, 111,1- realou, ami the effect of holy 
fell that die holy ijif'anl aiuici - joy and devotion, 
paled the ufe oi icafun, ami 
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God, himfelf true God. The Baptift her Ton ufed the like 
exclamation to exprefs his confufion and humility when Chrift 
came to be baptized by his hands. In the like words and pro- 
found fentiments ought we to receive all the vifits of God in 
his graces, efpecially in the holy facraments. Elizabeth ftiles 
Mary, mother of her Lord, that is, mother of God 5 and ftie 
foretells that all things would befall her and her Son, which 
had been fpoken by the prophets. 

Mary hearing her own praife, funk the lower in the abyfs 
of her nothingnefs, and converting all good gifts to the 
glory of God, whofe gratuitous mercy had bellowed them, 
in the tranfport of her humility, and melting in an ecftafy of 
love and gratitude, burft into that admirable canticle called 
the Magnificat. It is the firft recorded in the New Tefta- 
rnent, and both in the noble fentiments which compofe it^ 
and in the majefty of the ftyle, furpaffes all thofe of the an- 
cient prophets. It is the moft perfect model of thankfgiving; 
and praife for the incarnation of the Son of God, and the 
moft precious monument of the profound humility of Mary* 
In it fhe glorifies God with all the powers of her foul for his 
boundlefs mercies, and gives to him alone all the glory- Inz 
the fpiritual gladnefs of her heart Ihe adores her Saviour, 
who had call his merciful eyes upon her lowlincfs. Thought 
all nations will call her bleffed, fhe declares, that nothing isi 
her due but abjection, and that this myftery is the effect: of 
the pure power and mercy of God : and that he who had de- 
throned tyrants, fed the hungry in the wildernefs, and 
wrought fo many wonders in favour of his people, had now 
vouchfafed himfelf to vifit them, to live among them, to die 
for them, and to fulfil all things which he had promifed by 
his prophets from the beginning. Mary ftaid with her cou- 
fin almoft three months 5 after which fhe returned to Naza- 
reth. Whilft with the church we praife God for the mer- 
cies and wonders which he wrought in this myftery, we 
ought to apply ourfelvcs to the imitation of the virtues of 
which Mary fets us a perfect example. From her we ought 
particularly to learn the leflbns by which we mail fan&tify 
our vifits and conversation ; actions which are to. lb many 
chriflians the fources of innumerable dangers and fins. We 
mult {hum not only fcurrilous and profane difcourfc, but 
whatever is idle, light, airy or unprofitable ; whilft we un- 
bend our mind, we ought as much as poflible, to feck that 
con ver fat ion which is. conducive to the improvement of 
our hearts or undei (landings, and to the advancement of 
virtue and folid ufef'ul knowledge. If we fuller our mind to 

be puffed up with empty wind, it will become iUelf inch as h 
V o jl, UK C the. 
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the nourifhment upon which it feeds. We fhould fhun the 
vice of talkativenefs, did we but confult that deteflable va- 
nity itfelf which betrays us into this folly. For nothing is 
more tyrannical or more odious and infupportable in company 
than to ufurp a monopoly of the difcourfe. Nothing can 
more degrade us in the opinion of others than for us to juftle, 
as it were, for the word $ to vent all we have in our hearts, 
at Jeaft a great deal that we ought to conceal there : and 
without underftanding ourfelves, or taking a review of our 
meaning or words to pour out embryos of half formed con- 
ceptions, and fpeak of the moft noble fubje&s in an undrefs 
of thoughts. What proofs of our vanity and folly, what 
difgraces, what perplexities, what detractions and other evils 
and fins fhould we avoid if we were but fparing and referved 
in our words ! If we find ourfelves to fwell with an itch of 
talking, big with our own thoughts, and impatient to give 
them vent, we muft by filence curb this dangerous paffion 3 

and learn to be matters of our words. 

On the fame DAY. 

S.S Processus and Martinian, MM. By the preaching and 
miracles of SS. Peter and Paul at Rome, many were converted 
to the faith, and among others feveral fervants and courtiers of 
the emperour Nero, of whom St. Paul (i) makes mention (^). 

In 

(i) Fhil.IV. 20. 



Nero reigned the firrr. five 
years with fo much clemency, 
that once when he was to ilgn 
an order for the death of a con- 
demned perfon, he faid : "I 
** wifh I could not write." But 
his m after Seneca, and Burrhus, 
the prefect of the Prrctorium, 
to whom this his moderation 
was owing, even then difcovered 
in him a bent to cruelty, to cor- 
rect which they ilrove to give 
his patfions another turn. With 
this view Seneca wrote and in- 
scribed to him a trcatife On 
CJtmenc)\ which we fHJI have. 
But both Seneca and Burrhus, 
connived at ;in adulterous in- 
trigue in \v Inch he was eneay.ed 

in his youth : fo very defective 

1 



was the virtue of the belt among 
the heathen philosophers. If 
the tutors imagined that by giv- 
ing up a part, they might lave 
the relt, and by indulging him 
in the fofter paflions they might 
check thofe which fecmcd more 
fatal to the common wealth, 
the event mewed how much 
they were deceived by this falfe 
human prudence, and how much 
more glorious it would have 
been to have preferred death to 
the lealt moral evil, could paga- 
nifm have produced any true 
martyrs of virtue. The pafit- 
ons are not to be Hilled by be- 
ing foothed ; whatever 11 allow- 
ed them is but an allurement to 
go farther, and foon makei. 

thou 
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In the year 64, that tyrant flrft drew his fword againfl the chrifti- 
ans, who were in a very fhort time become very numerous and re- 
markable in Rome. A journey which he made into Greece, in 
67, feems to have given a ftiort refpite to the church in Rome. 
He made a tour through the chief cities of that country, attended 
by a great army of fingers, pantomimes and muficians, carrying in- 
ftead of arms, inilruments of mufick, xnafks and theatrical dref- 
fes. He was declared conquerour at all the publiclc diverfions over 
Greece, particularly at the Olympian, Jfthmian, Pythian, and 
Nemasan games, and gained there 1,800 various forts of crowns. 
Yet Greece faw its nobility murdered, the eftates of its rich men 
conhTcated, and its temples plundered by this progrefs of Nero* 
He returned to Rome only to make the flreets of that great city 
again to ilrearn with blood. The apoftles SS. Peter and Paul, af- 
ter a long imprifonment were crowned with martyrdom. And 
foon after them their two faithful difciples Procefliis and Marti- 
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their tyranny uhcdntrouiable. 
"Of this Nero is an inftance. 
For, availing himfelf of this 
indulgence, he foon gave an en- 
tire loofe to all his defires, efpe- 
cially when he began to feel the 
dangerous pleafure of being 
mailer of his own perfon and 
actions. He plunged himfelf 
publickly, and without fhame 
or conflraint, into the moft in- 
famous debaucheries, in which 
fuch was the perverfity of his 
heart, that, as Suetonius tells 
us, he believed nobody to be 
lefs voluptuous and abandoned 
than himfelf, though, he faid, 
they were more private in their 
crimes, and greater hypocrites ; 
notwithflanding at that very 
time Rome abounded with moll 
perfect examples of virtue and 
chaflity among the chriilians. 

'J 'here is a degree of folly infe- 
parable from vice- But this in 
Nero feemed by fuperlative ma- 
lice to degenerate into down- 
right phrenzy. All his projects 
con fitted in the extravagancies 
of a mad -man ; and nothing fo 
much ilattered his pride, as to 
undertake tilings that feemed 
impoifible. lie forgot all com* 



mon rules of decency, order or 
juilice. It was his greatefl am- 
bition to fing or perform the 
part of an actor on the llage, to 
play on mufical inftruments in the 
theatre, or to drive a chariot in 
the circus. And whoever did not 
appldud all his performances, or 
had not the complaifance to let 
him carry the prize at every race 
or publiclc diveriion, his throat 
was fure to be Cut, or he was re- 
ferved for fome more barbarous 
death. For cruelty was the? 
vice which above all others has 
rendered his name de tellable. 
At the inltigation of Poppa?a f 
a moll infamous adultrels, he 
caufed his mother Agrippin.i, 
to be flain in the year cj8, and 
from that time it feemed to be 
his chief delight to glut his fa < 
vage mind with the /laughter 
of the bra veil, the molt virtu- 
ous and the moil noble perfon 5 
of the univeife, especially of 
thofe that were the nearett to 
liim. lie put to death his wife 
Oclavia after many years ill 
ufa«»u, and he cut off almoil all 
the moll illutfriom head:, of the 
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nian gained the fame crown. Their a£fo tell us that they were 
the keepers of the Mamertine jail during the imprisonment of SS. 
Peter and Paul, by whom they were converted and baptized. 
St. Gregory the Great, preached his $zd homily on their feftival, 
in a church in which their bodies lay, at which, he fays, the tick 
recovered their health, thofe that were pofTefled by evil fpirits 
were freed, and thoie who had forfvvorn themfelves were tormented 
by the devils. Their ancient church on the Aurelian road being 
fallen to decay, pope Paichal I. tranflated their relicks to St. Pe- 
ter's church on the Vatican hill, as Anaftafius informs us Their 

names occur in the ancient l-.artyrologies. See Tillemont Hifh 

Eccl. J\ !. p 179, and Hift des emp. Crevier, etc. 

St. Ohio, Biihop of Bamberg, C. He was a native of Swabia 
in Get many, and being a clergyman eminent for piety and learn- 
ing, was choicn by the emperour Henry IV. to attend his fifter 
Judith in quality of chaplain when Ihe was married to Boleflas III. 
duke of Poland, that Hate remaining deprived of the royal digni- 
ty («), from the year 1079, 'till it was reftored in 1295, m favour 
of Trcmiflas II. After the death of that princefs, Gtho returned, 
and was made by Henry IV. his chancellour. That prince caufe.d 
the teals ani croftcs of every decealed biihop and great abbot to 
be delivered to him, and he fold them to whom he pleafed. This 
notorious fimony and oppreillon of the church was zealoufly con- 
demned by the popes, in oppofition to whom the emperour fet up 
the antipope Guibert. Otho laboured to bring his prince to fen- 
timcnts of repentance and Tubmifiion, and refufed to approve his 
fchifm or other crimes. Notwithstanding which, fo great was the 
efteeni which the emperour had for his virtue, that refolving 
to make choice at leait of one good bifhop, he nominated him 
biluop of BamLcrg, in 1103. The faint, notwithstanding the 
fell I'm went to Rome, and received his confirmation together with 
the pall /rom po;^e Pafchal II. He laboured to extinguifh the 
fchiim, and to obviate the mifchiefs, which it produced ; and for this 
pejpole he difplayed his eloquence and abilities in the diet at Ra- 
tilbon, in 1104. Henry V. fucceeding his father in 1 106, conti- 
nued to foment the fchifm : yet inherited the eileem of his prede- 
ccflhr for our faint, though he always adhered to the holy fee, and 
was in ihe highcAl credit: with all the popes of his time : fo Ilrongly 
doc virtue command refpeel even in its adverlaries, and iuch is 
the power of meeknefs in di farming the fiercell tyrants. St. Otlio 
joined always wi h the funclions of his charge the exercifes of an 
interiour life in which he was an admirable proficient. He made 
many pi 011*. foundations, calling them inns which we creel on our 
road to eternity. Hole/las IV, duke of Poland, fon of that Ho- 
le Mas w ho had married ihe filler of Henry J V. having fucceeded 
his elder brother Ladillas II. and conquered part of romerania, 
intrcated St. Otho to undertake a million among the idolaters of 
that country. The good biihop having fettled his own dioeefs in 

(•0 On account of the murder of kit. Stanillas, Jlain by Bolef- 
Jas 11. 

good 
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good order, and obtained of pope Hon or i us II. a commifiion for 
that purpofe, took with him a considerable number of zealous 
priefts and catechiits, and paired through Poland into Pruifia, and 
thence into eaftern Pomerania. He was met by Ui atiflas I. duke 
of Upper Pomerania, who received the facrament of baptifm with 
the greatejft part of his people in 1124. St. Ocho returned to Bam- 
berg for E after the following year, having appointed priefts every 
where to attend the new converts, and finiih the work he had fo 
happily begun. The towns of Stetin and Julin, having again 
lapfed into idolatry, St Otho with a fecond blelTing of Pope liono- 
rius JI. returned into Pomerania in 1128, brought thofe cities 
back to the faith, and through innumerable hardfhips and dangers 
carried the light of the gofpel into Noim, and other remote bar- 
barous provinces. He returned again to the care of his own flock, 
amidlt which lie died the death of the faints on the 30th of June, 
1139. tie was buried on the 2d of July, on which day he is 
commemorated in the Roman martyrology. He was canonized 
by Clement 111 in 1189. The rich fhrine which contains his fa- 
cred remains is preferved in the 'electoral treafury at Hannover. 

See c Ibefau7-us Reliquiarurn Elefioris Brun/ r wico^Luii(hur<:e7ifis y folio. 

printed at Hanover, in 171 3. — See alfo the accurate life of this 
Saint the latter editions of Surius, and in Atta SatiJZoruvi, by 
the Bollandifts, T. 1. Julii. 
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St. PH OCAS GAR DINER, Mi 



From his panegyric/: written by St, jf/Jerius, a?id another by St, 

Chryjbjiom, 71 2. ed. Tiru. p, 704. 



A. D. 303. 



CT. PnocAs, dwelt near the gate of Sinopc, a city of 
*^ Pontus, and lived by cultivating a garden, which yielded 
him an hnndfome fubfiftcnce, and wherewith plentifully to 
relieve the indigent. In his humble profeffion he imitated the 
vii tue of the nioft holy anchoretes, and /eemed in part re- 
floicd to the happy condition of our firft parents in Eden. 
'JTo prune the garden without labour and toil was their f'wect 
employment and j)leafnre. Since their fin, the earth yields 
not its fruit, but by the fweat of our brow. IJut no labour 
is more ufeful or nccefiary, or more natural to man, and bet- 
ter adapted to maintain in him vigour of mind or health of body 
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that of tillage ; nor does any other part of the univerfe rival 
the innocent charms which a garden prefents to all our fenfes, 
by the fragancy of its flowers, by the riches of its produce, 
and the fweetnefs and variety of its fruits ; by the melodious 
concert of its muficians, by the worlds of wonders, which 
every ftem, Jeaf and fibre, exhibit to the contemplation of 
the inquifitive philofopher, and hy that beauty and variegated 
luftre of colours which clothe the numberlefs tribes of its 
fmalleft inhabitants, and adorn its fhining landfcapes, vying 
with the brigheff. fplendour of the heavens, and in a fingle 
3illy furpafling the dazzling luftre with which Solomon was 
furrounded on his throne in the midft of all his glory. And 
what a field does a garden offer to our view in every part, 
railing our fouls to God in raptures of love and praife, ftimu- 
Jating us to fervour, by the fruitful nefs with which it repays 
our labour, and multiplies the feed it receives ; and exciting 
us to tears of compunclion for our infenilbility to God by the 
barren nefs with which it is changed into a frightful defert, un- 
3efs fubdued by arduous toil ! Our faint joining prayer with 
Ji is labour, found in his garden itfelf an inftru&ive book, and 
an inexhaufted fund of holy meditation. His houfe was open 
to all ftrangers and travellers who had no lodging in the 
place, and after having for many year* moft liberally beftow- 
ed the fruit of his labour on the poor, he was found worthy 
alfo to give his life for Chrift. Though his profefiion was ob- 
fcure, he v/as well known ever the whole country by the re- 
putation of his charity and virtue. When a cruel perfecution, 
probably that of Dioclcfian in 303, was fuddenly raifed in 
the church, Phocas was immediately impeached as a Chri- 
ftian, and fuch was the notoriety of his pretended crime that 
the formality of a trial was fuperfeded by the persecutors, and 
executioners were difpatched with an order to kill him on the 
fpot wherever they mould find him,. Arriving near Sinope, 
they would not enter the town, but (topping at his houfe 
without knowing it, at his kind invitation they took up 
their lodging with him. Being charmed with his courteous 
entertainment they at fuppcr difclofccj to him the errand up- 
pon which thpy were lent, and dcfiretl him to inform them, 
where this Phocas could be moft eafily met with. The fer- 
vant of God, without the leaft furpiife, told them he was well 
acquainted with the man, ami would give them certain intel- 
ligence of him next morning. After they were retired to bed 
he dug a grave, prepared every thing for his burial, and fpent 
the night in difpofing his foul for his la ft hour. When it 
was day lie went to his guclts, and told them Phocas was found, 

smd in tl>uir power whenever they plcafed to apprehend him. 

Glad 
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GJad at this news, they enquired where he was. " He is 
*« here prefent," faid the martyr: I myfelf am the man." 
Struck at his undaunted refolution, and at the compofure of 
his mind, they flood a confiderable time as If they had been 
motionlefs, nor could they at firft think of imbruing their 
hands in the blood of a perfon in whom they difcovered fo he- 
roick a virtue, and by whom they had been fo courteoufly en- 
tertained. He indirectly encouraged them faying, that as for 
himfdfy he looked upon fuch a death as the greater! of fa- 
vours, and his highelr. advantage. At length recovering them- 
felves from their furprife, they firuck off his head. The 
chriftians of that city after peace was reftored to the church, 
built a flately church which bore his name, and was famous 
over all the Eaft. In it were depofited his facred relicks, 
though fome portions of them were difperfcd in other 
churches. St. Afterius, bifhop of Amafea about the year 400, 
pronounced the panegyrick of this martyr, oh his fefrival, 
in a church, probably near Amafea, which pofTefTed a fmall 
part of his remains. In this difcourfe (1) he fays 5C that 
Phocas from the time of his death was become a pillar and 
fupport of the churches on earth, he draws all men to his 
houfe ; the highways are rilled with perfons reporting from 
every country to this place of prayer. The magnificent 
church which (at Sinope) is poflefled of his body, is the 
comfort and eafe of the afflicSled, the health of the fick, 
<Q the magazine plentifully fupplying the wants of the poor. 
c< If in any other place, as in this, fome fmall portion of his 
relicks be found, it alfo becomes admirable, and moft de- 
<c fired by all Chriftians." He adds, that the head of St. 
Phocas was kept in his beautiful church in Rome, and fays, 
" The Romans honour him by the concourfe of the whole 
cc people in the fame manner they do Peter and Paul." He 
bears teftimony that the lailors in the Euxinc, /Egean and 
Adriatick feas, and in the ocean ling hymns in his honour, 
and that the martyr has often fuccoured and preferved them j 
and that the portion of gain which they in every voyage fct 
apart for the poor is called Phocas's part. He mentions chat a 
certain king of barbarians had fent his royal diadem fee with 
jewels, and his rich helmet a prefent to the church of St. 
Phocas, praying the martyr to olfcr it to the Lord in thanks- 
giving for the kingdom which his divine majefty had bellowed 
upon him. St. Chryfoftom received a portion of the relicks of 
St. Phocas, not at Antioch, as Baronius thought, and 
as Fronto le Due, and B.ullet doubt, but at Conltantinaple, 
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as Montfaucon demonftrates (12 J. On that folemn occafion 
the city kept a great feftival two days, and St. Chryfoftom 
preached two fermons, only one- of which is extant (13). In 
this he fays, that the emperours left their palaces to reverence 
thefe relicks, and ftrove to fhare with the reft in the blefftngs 
which they procure men. The emperour Phocas built after- 
ward another great church at Constantinople in honour of 
this martyr, and caufed a confiderable part of his relicks to 
be tranflated thither- The Greeks often ftyle St. Phocas hie- 
xo-martyr, or facred martyr, which epithet they fometimes give 
to" eminent martyrs who were not biihops, as Ruinart demons- 
trates againft Baronius. 

(12) Not. ib. T. 2, p. 704. Op. St. Chryf. (13) T. 2. ed. 

Ben. p. 704. 

On the fame DAY. 

St. Monegondes, a Reclufe at Tours. She was a native of 
Chartres, and honourably married. She had two daughters, who 
were the objects of her happinefs and mo ft ardent defires in this 
world till God was pleafed, in mercy towards her, to deprive her 
of them both by death Her grief for this lofs was at firft excef- 
Jive, and by it fte began to be fenfible that her attachment to 
them had degenerated into immoderate paflion ; though (he had: 
not till then perceived the diforder of a fondnefs which had much* 
weakened in her bread the love of God, and the difpofnion of 
perfe£l conformity to his holy will above all things and in all 
things. A fear of offending God obliged her to overcome thip. 
grief, and /he confeiTed the divine mercy in the cure of her inordi- 
nate afFettions which ftood in need of fo fevcre a remedy. How- 
ever, refolving to bid adieu to' this tranfitory treacherous world, 
ihc with her hufband's confent, built hcrfelf a cell at Chartres, in 
which (he fliut herfelf up, ferving God in great auftcrity, and af- 
fiduous prayer. She had 110 other furniture than a matt (Ire wed 
on the floor on which Hie took her (hort repofe, and fhe allowed 
herfelf no other fuftenance than coarfe oat bread with water which 
was brought her by a fcrvant. She afterward removed to Tours, 
where (he continued the fame manner of life in a cell which (he 
built near St. Martin's. Many fervent women joining her, this 
cell grew into a famous nunnery, which has been fincc changed 
Snto a collegiate church of fecular canons. St. Monegondes lived 
many years a model of perfect fanclity and died in 570. She is 
named in the Roman marcyrology. I he lofs of dear friends is a 
fcnfihlc aflii^lion, under which fomcthing may be allowed to the 
tende.nef of nature. Infenfibility is 110 part of virtue. The 
towels of faints are always tender, and far from that falle apathy 

which the Stoicks boaltcd. " I condemn not grief for the death of 

" a friend," 
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" a friend," fays St. Chryfoftom (i) but excefs of grief..." To 
€€ mourn is a part of nature ; but to mourn with impatience is to 
** injure your departed friend, to offend God, and to hurt yourfelf. 
*' If you give thanks to God for his mercies and benefits, you glo- 
** rify him, honour the deceafed, and procure great advantages 
**' for yourfelf." Motives of faith mull filence the cries of nature." 
«* How abfurd is it to call heaven much better than this earth ; and 
<i yet to mourn for thofe who depart thither in peace," fays the fame 
Father in another place (z). 

(I) Serm. 5. de Laz. T. 1. p. 765. (2) S. Chryf. 1. 1. ad. 

Vid. Junior. T- 1. p. 341. 
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St. Ulrick, Bifhopof Aufburg, C. 

From his accurate life zvritten ly Gerard of jitifburg y 272 Mabilhn 

Sac. 5. Ben. 

A. D. 983. 

CT. Ulrick or Udalrtck, was fon of count Hucbald, 
^ and of Thietberga, daughter of Burchard, one of the firfl 
dukes of Higher Germany. He was born in 893, and 
was educated from feven years of age in the abbey of St. Gal. 
Guiborate, a holy virgin who lived a rcclufe near that mona* 
fiery, foretold him that he fhould one day be a bifliop, and 
fhould meet with fevere trials, but exhorted him to courage 
and conftancy under them. So delicate and tender was the 
completion of the young nobleman that all who knew him 
judged he could never live long. But regularity and tempe- 
rance prefcrved a life, and ftrenglhened a contfitution which ex> 
ceffivc tender nefs of parents, caie of phyficians, and all other 
arts would probably have the fooner worn out and deUroycd : 
which cardinal Lugo fhews to have often happened by feveral 
inflances in aufterc religious Orders (1). 1 lie recovery of 
the young count was looked upon as miraculous. As ho 
grevv tip, his fprightly genius, his innocence and fincere piety, and 
the fweetnefs of his temper and manners charmed the good monks ; 
and he had already made a coulidcrablc prog reft* in his Hudics 

when 

(1) Lpga in Dccal, See Left. L dc ValoTJri, 
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when his father removed him to Aufburg, where he placed 
him under the care of Adalberon, bifbop of that city. The 
prelate, according to the cuftom of thofe times, made him his 
chamberlain when he was only fixteen years old, afterward 
promoted him to the firft orders, and inflituted him to a canon- 
ry in his cathedral. The young clergyman was well ap- 
prifed of the dangers, and inftrucSted in the duties, of his ftate, 
which he fet himfelf with all his ftrength faithfully to dis- 
charge. Prayer and fludy Riled almoft all his time, and the 
poor had much the greater! fhare in his revenues. During a 
pilgrimage which he made to Rome, this bifhop died, and 
was fucceeded by Hiltin. After his return he continued his 
former manner of life, "advancing daily in fervour and devo- 
tion, and in the practices of humility and mortification. He 
was mofr. fcrupuloufly careful to fhun as much as poflible 
the very fhadow of danger, especially with regard to tempta- 
tions againfr. purity, and it was his ufual faving to others : 
46 Take away the fuel, and you take away the flame." 

Hiltin dying in 924, Henry the Fowler ■, king of Ger- 
many, nominated our faint, who was then thirty one years of 
age, to the bifhoprick of Aufburg, and he was confecrated 
on Holy Innocents day. The Hungarians and Sclavonians 
had lately pillaged that country, murdered the holy reclufe 
St. Guiborate, whom the Germans honour as a martyr ; 
plundered the city of Aufburg, and burnt the cathedra]. 
The new bifhop, not to lofe time, built for the prefent a fmall 
church, in which he aflembled the people who in their uni- 
verfal diftrefs flood in extreme need of inftruclion, comfort 
and relief : all which they found fo abundantly in Ulrick, 
that every one thought all the calamities they had fuffered, 
fufliriently repaired by the happinefs they enjoyed in poficfiing 
fuch a paftor. He excufed himfelf frozn attending the court, 
knowing of what importance the prefence of a bifhop is to his 
flock, for which he is to give a fevere account to God. The 
levying and care of his troops, which in quality of prince of 
the empire he was obliged to fend to the army, he intru fled 
to a nephew, devoting himfelf entirely to his fpiritual functi- 
ons. He rofe every morning at three o'clock to aflifl with 
his canons at Matins and Lauds : after which he recited the 
pfalter, litany and other prayers. At break of day he faid 
in choir the oflicc for the dead, and prime, and was prefent at 
high mafs. After Tierce and long private devotions he faid 
mafs. He only left the church after None, and then went to 
the hofpital, where he comforted the lick, and every day 
wafhed the feet of twelve poor people, giving to each of 

them a liberal alms. The reft of the day he employed in in- 

ftruclin<r 
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ftrucling, preaching, vifiting the fick, and difcharging all the 
duties of a vigilant paftor. He took his frugal meal only in 
the evening before Complin. In this the poor always fhared 
with him, for whom and for ftrangers meat was ferved up, 
except on faft-days, though he never touched it himfeJf. He 
allowed himfeJf very little time for fleep, lay on ftraw and 
never ufed any linen. In Lent he redoubled his aufterities 
and devotions. He made every year the vifit of his whole 
diocefs, and held a fynod of his clergy twice a year. Upon 
the death of Henry I. Otho I. fucceeded in the kingdom of 
Germany, between whom and his unnatural fon Luitoif, a 
civil war broke out. St. Ulrick ftrenuoufly declared himfelf 
againft the rebels, who on that account harafled and plundered 
his diocefs. But Arnold count palatin being flain before the 
walls of Ratifbon, St. Ulrick obtained the king's pardon for 
his fon and the reft of the rebels. The faint had fenced the 
city of Aufburg with ftrong walls, and erected feveral fortrefies 
to fecure the people from the inroads of barbarians. This 
was a precaution of the utmoft importance. For the Hun- 
garians made a fecond incurfion, and laid fiege to Aufburg. 
The good paftor continued in prayer, Jike.Mofes on the moun- 
tain, for his people, whom he convened in frequent procef- 
fions and devotions. His prayers were heard, and the bar- 
barians being feized with a fudden panick fear raifed the feigc, 
and fled in great confufion. They were met and cut to 
pieces by Otho, who, in 962, was crowned emperour by the 
pope. St. Ulriclc rebuilt his cathedral in a ftately man- 
ner, and dedicated it again to God in honour of St. Afra 
the celebrated patronefs of Auflpurg, in which city Ihe re- 
ceived the crown of martyrdom in the perfecution of Diocle- 
fian. She is commemorated on the fifth of Auguft. The 
faint earneftly defired to refign his bifhoprick, and retire to 
the monaftery of St, Gal fometime before his death ; but 
met with too great oppofition. He made a fecond journey of 
devotion to Rome, and was received with cxtrordinary marks 
of efteem by the pope, and at Ravenna by the emperour and 
his pious emprefs. Otho I. died May 973, and from that 
time, the faint's health began fenfibly to decline. During his 
laft fick fiefs he redoubled his fervour. In his agony he 
caufed himfelf to be laid on afhes blefled and ftrcwed on the 
floor in the form of a crofs, in which pofturc he died amidft 
the prayers of his clergy, on the fourth of July, 973. being 
about fourfcorc years old, and having been bifhop 50 years. 
He was buried in the church of St. Afra, which at prefent 
bears his name. His fanclity was attefted by miracles, and 
fie was canonized by pope John XV. in 993. The faints 

living 
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living by faith had rerourfe to God in all their anions, and 
by that means drew down his bleffing on their undertakings. 
It was the faying of a great man, that perfons often expofe 
themfelves to many dangers and fins, often meet with tempo- 
ral mifcarriages (2) like the Ifraelites when they were deceived by 
the Gabaonites, becaufe they neglect to recommend their en- 
terprifes to God by fervent prayer, and to coniult his will. 

(2) Jof. ix, 14. 

On the fame DAY. 

St.ODO, Archbifliop of Canterbury, C. He was born in the pro- 
vince of thfc.-Eaft- Angles of noble Danifh parents, who, about the 
year 870, bad accompanied Jnguar and Hubba in their barbarous 
expedition, and had acquired a peaceable plentiful fettlement in 
that part of England. Odo from a child loved the Chriilian reli- 
gion, frequented the churches, and often fpoke with honour of 
Chrift to his parents : for which he was frequently fevereJy chafti- 
fed by them, and at length difinherited and turned out of doors. 
The young nobleman rejoiced to fee himfelf naked, and found 
worthy to fuffer fomething for God, chofe him for his inheritance, 
and fearing left by iloth he ihould lofe the advantages he had al- 
ready gained, refolved to give himfelf wholly to God, and em- 
braced an ecclefiaitical ftate. He was enabled, to periorm his ihi- 
dies by the liberality of the mo ft noble and virtuous duke Athelm, 
who feems to have been fon of the ealderman Athelm, who in 
the reign of king Ethelvvulf, being affifted by the Dorfetfliire 
men, had defeated the Danes near Portland, in 838. The duke or 
govemour Athelm, was one of the principal noblemen of England 
in the reign of king Alfred, and in the Saxon annals is ftyled eal- 
derman of Wilt/hire. Being a moll religious man he was much 
taken with the piety of Odo. 111887, he made a devout pilgri- 
mage to Rome, and carried thither the alms of king Alfred and 
of the Weft-Saxons, as the Saxon annals tcftify. He had before 
that time procured Odo to be ordained prieft, and made ufe of him 
for his confeflarius, as did many others who belonged to the court. 
He recited every day the church orKcc with him, as it was then 
cuftomary for pious perfons among the laity to do. Our faint ac- 
companied him to Rome in quality of chaplain. On the road this 
nobleman fell ftck of a fever, which in levun days red need him 
almoll to extremity. Eut Odo after praying for him prefented 
him a glafs of wine, on which he had made the fign of the 
crofs, bidding him have an entire confidence in God. Athelm 
had no fooncr drank the glafs, than he found himfelf per- 
fectly cured, and able to get on horlc-back. Athelm died in 
898. Odo continued to be carefted aji much as ever, and 
was often employed by the kings Alfred, and his ion Edward 
the cider, who began his reign in 901. King Alfred had by hiu 
wifdoin and proweTs railed the EngliHi monarchy to the hij»h- 

cft pitch of grandeur, and the Danca who from the time of the 
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martyrdom of St. Edmund, we r e pofleffed of part of Northumber- 
land, and of the kingdom of the Eaft-Angles, were confined with- 
in thofe territories, and reftrained in the Eaftern provinces from 
making inroads by the famous ditch running from the northern fens 
to the river Oufe, and into Suffolk, feparating Mercia and the 
kingdom of the Eaft- Angles, called at this day, from a town of 
that name, Reech-dyke, and by the common people devil's-dyke. 
This great ditch mentioned by the Saxon annals in the reign of 
Edward the Elder, feems made r'boutthis time. When the Danes 
broke the truce, king Edward entirely fubdued them in the coun- 
try of the Eaft-Angles : he alfo defeated the Scots, Cumbrians and 
Welch. He built towns and fortrefies in many parts of the king- 
dom, as Ethelred earl of Mercia, and after his death his coura- 
geous and virtuous, widow Ed elfleda, daughter ro king Alfred, did 
in the middle counties. But nothing reflects greater honour on the 
name of this king, and on his wile counfellours than the body 
or code of laws which he added to thofe of his father Alfred, (i) in 
enacting which the Danifh king of the Eaft-Angles Guthrun, or 
rather Guthrun's fucceiTour, Eoric concurred. In thefe laws only 
pecuniary fines are prefcribed for theft, and moft other crimes : 
for which capital punifhments were not generally inftituted before the 
thirteenth century. Edward the elder reigned twenty-four years, 
and dying in 925, was buried in the monaftery which his father 
Alfred had founded at Winchelter. Athelftan, his eldeft fon, 
reigned fourteen years with great prudence and valour. His fa- 
ther Edward having extinguifhed the kingdom of the Danes among 
the Eaft-Angles, Athelftan expelled them out of Northumberland ; 
obliged the Welch to pay him a confiderable annual tribute ; and, 
in 938, vanquifhed alfo the Scots. For their king Conftantine 
protecting the Danes in Northumberland, under their laft king 
Guthfrith, and his fon AnlafF, drew on himfelf the arms of king 
Athelftan, who marched with his victorious army to the very north 
of Scotland in 934, as William of Malmcfbury relates. In the 
fame year Conftantine invaded England with a great army of Scots, 
Danes and Irilh, another AnlafF, king of Dublin, and fome of the 
Wcftern Iftands, coming over to his aililtance. Athelftan met them 
at Brunanburgh, a place at prefent unknown, near the Humber, 
and with his valiant Weft-S.\xons attacking AnlafF, whilft his cou- 
fin Turketil, at the head of the Londoners, fell on the Scots, 
he gained a moft complete victory, which he afcribed to the in- 
tcrceliion of St. John of Beverly. Having on the other llcle dri- 
ven the Welch out of Exeter he founded there a noble monaftery. 
which was afterward made the cathedral when the bifhoprick was 
removed from Crcdiron to that City. Alfred of Beverly calls A- 
thelilau the fir ft monaich of all Kngl.md, though out of modelly 
he never aflumcd that title, but left it to hi* brother lulled to 
take. For alter the extinction of the Ornish kingdom in Nor- 
thumberland, and the death of Ethellletb, countefs of Mt'jciu, 

there 
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there remained no petty fovereign in his dominions, which had 
always been the cafe from king Egbert to his time. Athelftan al- 
io fubdued the Welch and the Scots, and according to our hifto- 
rians made not only the former, but likewife the latter tri- 
butary, though this the Scotifh writers deny with regard to their 
country, Xing Athelftan was a greater lover of peace, piety and 
and religion : he was devout, affable to all, learned himfelf, and a 
patron of learned men ; and he was as much admired and beloved 
by his fubje&s for his humility and humanity, as he was feared by 
enemies and rebels for his military Ikill and invincible courage* 
He framed many good laws, in which he infli&ed chiefly pecu- 
niary penalties for crimes ; for which purpofe he fixe'd for every 
offence, a value or price according to every one's rank and eftate. 
This great king repofed an entire confidence in the prudence and 
fanclity of his chaplain, and not content to make ufe of his coun- 
fels in his molt weighty concerns, he carried him with him in hi« 
war, that he might always animate himfelf to virtue by his exam- 
ple and holy advice. The kingdom of the Weft-Saxons wa3 for 
fome time all comprifed under the diocefs of Winchefter, till in the 
reign of king Jna, about the year 705, the fee of Shirburne was 
erected, and in 0,05, that of Wilton for Wiltshire, though thefe 
two fees were again united and fixed at Salifbury in 1046. King; 
Athelftan about the beginning of his reign procured St. Odo to be 
chofen fecond biihop of Wilton according to Le Neve's Fafti, though 
fome fay of Shirburne. Neverthelefs, the faint was obliged often 
to attend the king, and was prefent at the great battle of Brunan- 
burgh, againft the Danes, Scots and Irifh, in which Athelftan 
being attacked by Anlaff, and almoft furrounded by enemies, 
kaving alfo broken or loft his fword, called aloud for help. St. Odo 
ran in upon this occafion, and firft difcovered to the king a fword 
hanging by his fide, which was thought to have been fent from 
heaven, with which, animated by the faint, he gained one of the 
molt glorious and advantageous victories that ever was won by the 
Englifh nation. 

Athelftan dying in 841 , left the crown to his brother Edmund, at 
that time only eighteen years of age. This prince reduced a fecond 
time the Northumbcrs and AnlafT the Dane,who had again revolted, 
and governed by the advice of St. Odo, with whofe alfiitancc ho 
enabled many wholcfome laws, efpccially to prevent family feuds 
and murders. The fecond commands that if feveral thieves com- 
bine together, the eldeft mall be hanged, the reft whipped thrice. 
This fcems the firfl: law by which robbery was punifhed in England 
by death. This king was religious aud valiant, and being a judge 
of men repofed an entire confidence in St. Odo, who, in 943, was 
tranflatcd to the metropolitan fee of Canteibury. The faint had 
confenttid to his full promotion with ereat reluctance. But he op* 
pofed the fecond a long time with a dread which faints are ufnally 
filled with on inch occaiions. He allcdged full, his unvvorthinefji, 
fecondly the canons againft tranilations, and thirdly, that he 
was no monk. His two full diJliculties were ovcruled ; and as tv 
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the third, he at length confented to receive the Benedicline habit 
from the hands of the abbot of Heuri, now St. Bennet's on the 
Loire, a houfe then famous for its regularity. The abbot was 
therefore invited into England for this purpofe, or according to 
others, St. Odo travelled to Plcuri, and received the habit from 
his hands ; after which he was inftaJled archbifhop. King Ed- 
mund was alTaflinated by Leof, an outlawed thief, who had info- 
lently feated himfelf at the king's table, in a great banquet which 
the king gave on the feaft of St. Auliin, archbiftiop of Canterbury, 
in 948. 

Edmund left two fons very young, Edwi and Edgar, but was 
fucceeded by his brother Edred, in whofe days happened the fol- 
lowing miracle related by Eadmer in his exadl life of our faint ; 
alfo by William of Malmefbury, and the chronicles of the church 
of Canterbury, quoted in Parker's Britifh antiquities, and Da 
Pin(i). Some of the clergy at Canterbury being tempted to 
doubt of the real prefence of ChrihVs body in the holy Eucharift, 
St. Odo begged by his prayers, that God would be pleafed merci- 
fully to demonftrate to them the truth of this facred my fiery • 
And at this petition, whilit he was faying mafs in his cathedral, 
at the breaking of the holt, blood was feen by all the people di- 
ftilling from it into the chalice ; the faint called up to the altar thofe 
who laboured under the temptation before mentioned, and others 
then prefent to bear witnefs to the miracle. Full of gratitude 
they afterwards celebrated with their archbifliop a folemn thankf- 
giving for this wonderful miracle in which Chrift had manifefted 
himfelf vifible in the fiefh to their corporal eyes. King Edred 
died in 955, after a lingering illnefs, which he fanclified by the 
moft edifying patience, and acls of devotion, having reigned nine 
years and an half. He took the title of King of Great Britain, 
as he ityles himfelf in a charter which he gave to the abbey of 
Croyland, recited by Ingulphus. In another given to the abbey 
*of Reculver (2) he calls himfelf, Monarch of all England, 

Edwi, the eldelt fon of king Edmund, fucceeded next to the 
throne, and was crowned at Kingfton, by St. Odo. But being a 
youth abandoned to exceffive lull:, after the coronation dinner he 
left his bifhops and nobles to go to his miflrefs Ethelgiva, who 
was his own near relation. St. Unnltan then nbbot of Glaflenbury. 
reproved him by order of St. Odo, but was banilhed by the ty- 
rant, and the monks turned out of Glailenbury, and many other 
raonalleries. St. Odo exerted his zeal againlt the adulterefs, but 
the king repaired to Glocellcr, when ihe fled to that city. 
The enormities of his reign llirred up the Mercians and North um- 
bers to take up arms againll him, and to crown his younger bro- 
ther Edgar. .Edwi retained the kingdom of the Weil-Saxons till 
his death, which happened in 9S9> according to Plorence of Wor- 
cefter, and Laud's copy of the Saxon annals. Edgar exceedingly 
honoured St. Odo, recalled Sc. Dunilan, and advanced him to the 

bifhopricfc 
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biftioprick of Worcefter. He reigned about fixteen years in unin- 
terrupted peace and profperity, till his death in 67^, beloved by 
all his fubjects, and revered by foreigners. William of Malmef- 
bury and Florence of Worcefter, mention his two great fleets, 
faid to have confiftedof three thoufand fix hundred fliips, with which, 
he yearly fcoured the Britifh feas ; and he had fix or eight petty 
kings often to wait on him, namely, Keneth of the Scots, Mal- 
colm of Cumberland, Maccufe, lord of Man and the ifles, and 
iive princes of Wales, who all rowed his galley from Chefter, 
down the river Dee. Thefe princes of Wales were the lucce/Tours 
of Howel Dha, the wife legillator and powerful prince of all 
Wales (a). King Edgar's falutary laws are chiefly to be afcribed 
to St. Odo and St. Dunftan. This great king, by the direction of 
thefe holy men fet himfelf earneftly to repair the damages which 
the church and Hate had received under the tyranny of his brother. 
St. Odo, never intermitted the daily ir%u£tion of his clergy and 
ilock, not withstanding his great age, and ftrenuoufly laboured to ad- 
vance daily in the divine love. He died in 958. His relicks, when 
"his fhrine was plundered at the change of religion, feem to have 
been depofited under a fmall tomb which is feen at this day in the 
fame place where the fhrine formerly flood. His name was fa- 
mous in our Englim martyrologies. For his virtue he was ufu- 
ally ftyled whilft living, Odo fe gode, that is, in the Saxon langu- 
age, Odo the Good. The Conflitutions of St. Odo feem charges 
delivered by him to the clergy (3). The laws of the kings Athel- 
ftan, Edmund and Edgar, are part laws of the ftate, part of the 
church. They were enacted in general afTemblies or fynods, and 
aare, for the moll part, to be afcribei to St. Odo.— See Matthew, 
of Weftminfter, Florence of Worcefter, and the life of St. Odo, 
written, not by Ofbern, the famous monk of Canterbury, in 1070, 
as Mabillon conjectured, Sasc Ben. V. p. 203, but by Eadn:er, 
the difciple of St. Anfelm, in 1 1 21, as Henry Wharton demonflratcs 
in his Preface, Vol. z. p. 10. Anglia Sacra. The life of St. Odo 
written by Ofbern, and quoted by William of Malmefoury, fecms 
110 where to be extant. 

(a) The Wclfh laws of Howell Dha, that is, IIowcl the gosd, are 
publifhed by Dr. Wotton, in folio. 1735. 

(3) Sec Inctr, Hiilory, of the Church of England, T. u 
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JULY 5. 

St. PETER of Luxemburg, B. C. 

Fro?n his life written by a Clftercian monk the year after his death* 
with the notes of Pinius the Bollandift fu/ij, T, r. p. 486. 
See alfo the bidl of his beatification in Miraus, and a hi/lory 
of a great number of miracles wrought by his i}iterccJfion and re~ 
licks in PiniuS) ib. 

A. D. 1387. 

TH E inoft illuftrious houfes of the dukes and counts 
of Luxemburg and St. Pol, not only have held for fe- 
veral centuries the firft rank among the nobility of the Low- 
Countries, but vie with moft royal families in Europe $ the 
former having given five emperours to the Germans, feveral 
kings to Hungary and Bohemia, a queen to France, and in- 
numerable renowned heroes, whofe great actions are famous 
in the hiftories of Europe and the Eaft. But none of their 
exploits have reflected fo great a luftre on theft families, as the 
humility of our St. Peter. Pie was fon to Guy of Luxem- 
burg, count of Ligny, and to Maud, countefs of St. Pol ; 
and was born at Ligny, a fmalJ town in Lorrain, in the dio- 
cefe of Toul, in 1369. Me was nearly related to the cmpcrour 
Wenceflas, Sigifmund king of Hungary, and Charles VL king 
of Fiance. Pie loft his pious mother at three years of age, 
but his devout aunt, the countefs of Orgieres, took care of 
his education, and made a prudent choice of moft virtuous per- 
forms whom fhe placed about him. By the excellent example 
and precepts of his mailers, and the flrong impreflions of an 
early grace he feemed formed by nature to perfect vittuc. In 
his tender age the lcaft lallics of the pailions feemed lather 
prevented than fubdued ; and his ardour in the purfuit of virtue 
fo far furpa/led the ordinary capacity of children of his tender 
age, that it was a matter oi aUonijlimcnt to all that knew him. 
His afliduity and fervour in prayer, his feeiet lcll-denials, gieat 
ahflemioufnc/s, and above all his love of humility in an ago 
when other.', are ufually governed only by the fenfes, feemed a 
miracle of divine (Mace, He made a piivate VUW of perpe- 
Vol. J If. D tuaj 
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tual chaftity before he was (even years of age, and he con- 
trived by an hundred little artifices that no poor perfon ftiould 
ever be difmifTed, wherever he was, without an alms. At ten 
years of age he was fent to Paris, where he ftudied Latin, 
philofopby, and the canon law.. In the mean time his father 
died, and his eldeft brother Valeran, count of St. Pol, was 
taken prifoner by the Englifh in a battle in which they defeated 
the French and Flemmings in Flanders. Upon the news that 
his brother was made prifoner, and fent to Calais, Peter in 
2381 interrupted his fludies, went over to London, and de- 
livered himfelf up a hoftage for his brother, till his ranfom 
Ihould be paid. The Englifh were charmed with his extra- 
ordinary virtue, and generoufly gave him his liberty, faying 
his word was a fufficient pledge and fecurity for the ranfom 
fhpulated. King Richard II. invited him to his court ; but 
Peter excufed himfelf, and battened back: to Paris to his ftu- 
dies. His watch ings and fafts were very auftere, and he 
made no vifits but fuch as were indifpenfable, or to perfons of 
extraordinary virtue, from whofe converfation and example 
he might draw great fpiritual advantage for the benefit of his 
own foul. With this view he often reforted to Philip of 
Maifiers, a perfon eminently endowed with the double fpirit 
of penance and prayer, who having been formerly chancelJour 
of the kingdoms of Jerufalem and Cyprus, led at that time 
a retired life in the convent of the Celeftines in Paris, without 
taking any vows or pvofeffing that Order. From this de- 
vout fervant of God our faint received important inftru&ions 
and advice which gave him great light in the excrcifes of 
prayer, and in the paths of interiour fpiritual perfection. 

In 1333, his brother the count of St. Pol, obtained for 
him a canonry in our Lady's at Paris : which ecclcfiaftical 
preferment was to him a new motive to increafe his fervour 
in the divine fervicc. His devotion and afliduity in choir, 
his charity towards all, his innocence, his perfect fpirit of 
mortification, and his mcclcncfs, edified exceedingly the whole 
city : and the modefty with which he endeavoured to conceal 
his virtues was like a fine tranfparcnt veil through which they 
Ihonc with redoubled luftrc. 1 His humility was moft confpi- 
cuous, of which the following inftancc among others is re- 
corded. When a young clerk refufed to carry the crofs at a 
iblemn proccflion, the new canon took it up, and carried it 
with fo much devotion, that the wbok; city was flruck with 
sulmiration to ice him. Peter flrove only to advance in hu- 
amility and chi iflian perfection : this was the fole point which 

!)v had in view in all lik uftioj.^ and undertakings j and he 

WHO 
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was very far from afpiring to the lea ft ecclcliaftical dignity* 
But the reputation of his extraordinary fandlity reaching Avig- 
non, Clement VII. who in the great fchifm was acknow- 
ledged by France for true pope, nominated him archdeacon of 
Dreux in the diocefe of Chartres, and foon after bifhop of 
Metz, his great fan£tity and prudence fceming to many a 
fufficient reafbn for difpenfing with his want of age. But Pe- 
ter's reluctance and remonitrances could only be overcome 
by a fcruple which was much exaggerated to him, that by 
too obftinate a difobedience he would offend God. Being 
therefore promoted to prieflly orders, he was confecrated bi- 
mop. He made his publick entry at Metz barefoot, and 
riding on an afs to imitate the humility of our Divine Re- 
deemer. He would fuffer no other magnificence on that oO 
calion, than the diftribution of great alms and largeffes a- 
mong the poor ; nor would he admit any attendance, but 
what might infpire modefty and piety. He had no fooner 
taken poifeflion of his church than with the fuffragan^ who* 
was given him for his afTiftant, he performed the vititation of 
his diocefs, in which he every where corrected abufes, and 
gave aftonifhing proofs of his zeal, activity and prudence. He 
divided his revenues into three parts, allotting one to his church* 
a fecond to the poor, and referving a third for himfelf 
and family, though the greater}, mare of this he added to the 
portion of the poor. On faft-days commanded by the church 
he took no other fuftenance than bread and water ; and he 
faffed in the fame auffere manner all Advent, and all Mon- 
days, Fridays, and Saturdays throughout the year. When* 
feveral towns had revolted from him, and created for themfclves 
new magiftrates, his brother, the count of St. Pol, reduced 
them to their duty by force of arms. The holy btfhop was 
exceedingly mortified at this accident, and out of his own, 
patrimony made amends to every one even among the re- 
bels for all lofles they had fuftained : which unparalleled 
charity gained him all their hearts. Though he was judged 
hy thole- who were beft acquainted with his interiour during 
his whole life, never to have flamed his baptifnial innocence 
by any mortal fin, he had fo high an idea of the purity in 
which a foul ought always to appear in the divine prcfcnce> 
Specially when (he approaches the holy myllerics, that he 
vvent every day to conl^Jlion with extraordinary compunction, 
and bewailed the lead imperfeclions with many tears. The 
very fhadow of the lcaft lloth, or failing in any action af- 
frighted him. In the year 1386, Clement Vlf. created him 

cnrdinal under the title of St. George, called him to Avignon, 
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and obliged him to refide there near his perfon. Peter conti- 
nued all his former aufterities in the mid ft of a court, till 
Clement commanded him to mitigate them for the fake 
of his health, which feemed to be in a declining condition. 
His anfwer was : cc Holy Father, I /hall always be an un- 
cc profitable fervant, but I can at leaft obey." He defired to 
compen fate for what he loft in the practices of penance by re- 
doubling his alms-deeds. By his exceffive charities his purfe 
was always empty ; his table was moft frugal, his family very 
fmall, his furniture mean, and his clothes poor, and thefe he 
never changed till they were worn out. It feemed that he 
could not increafe his alms, yet he found means to do it by 
diitribucing his little furniture and his equipage among the 
indigent, and felling for them the epifcopal ring which he 
wore on his finger. Every thing about him breathed an ex- 
traordinary fpirit of poverty, and publifhed his affection for 
the poor. At his death his whole treafure amounted only to 
twenty- pence. In all his actions he feemed attentive only to 
God ; and he fell into raptures fometimes in the ftreet, or 
whiJft he waited on the pope at court. An ancient picture of 
the faint is kept in the collegiate church of our Lady at Au- 
tun, in which he is painted in an ecftafy, and in which are 
written thefc words which he was accuftpmed frequently to 
repeat : c< Contempt of the world, contempt of thy felf : 
C6 rejoice in thy own contempt, but defpife no other perfon." 
Ten months after his promotion to the dignity of cardinal, 
the faint was feized with a (harp fever, which fo much un- 
dermined his conilitution, that his imperfecl recovery was fuc- 
ceeded by a dangerous flow fever. For his health he was ad- 
vifed to retire to Villcncuve, an agreeable town foliate oppo- 
fue to Avignon, on the other fide of the Rhone. He was 
glad by this opportunity to fee himfelf removed from the noife 
and huiry of the court. During his laft illncfs, he went to 
confeflion twice every clay, never palled a clay without re- 
ceiving the holy communion ; and the conftanc union of his 
foul with God, and the tendcrnefs of his devotion feemed 
continually to increafe as he drew near his end. A younger 
hi other coming to fee him, the faint fpokc to him with fuch 
energy on the vanity of the world, and on the advantages of 
piety, that his words kit a deep impreflion on his heart du- 
yini\ his whole life. 'J "his brother afterward taking holy 
oiders was made bifhop of Cambray, and became one of the 
mol\ holy prelates of that age. Our faint recommended to 
him in particular his fitter Jane of Luxemburg, whom lie had 
induced to make a vow of perpetual chalfity, and whole whole 

hfe was a perfedt pattern of chriltiuu perfection, St. Peter 

font 
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fent her by this brother a fmall treatife containing certain rules 
of perfection, which he had drawn up for her. Finding 
his ftrength quite exhaufted, he defired and received the 
lafl: facraments. After which he called all his fervants, 
and as they flood weeping round his bed, he begged their 
pardon for not having edified them by his example as he ought 
to have done. He then conjured them all to promiie to do 
for his fake one thing which he was going to afk of them. 
To this they moft readily engaged themfeJves. But they were 
much furprifed when he ordered them to take a difcipline 
which lay under his pillow, and every one to give him many 
ftripes on his back, in punifhrnent for the faults he had com- 
mitted in regard to chem who were, as he faid, his brethren in 
Chrift and his mailers. Notwithtfand'mg their extreme un- 
willingnefs they were obliged to comply with his requeft in 
order to fatisfy him. After this act of penance and humilia- 
tion, he converfed with God in fllent prayer till he gave up 
his innocent foul into his hands, on the fecund of June 1387. 
He was buried without pomp, according to his orders, in the 
church-yard of St. Michael. 

On account of many miracles that were wrought 
both before and after his interment, the citizens of Avig- 
non built a rich chapel over his grave. The convent 
and church of the Celeltines have been fince built over that 
very fpot, and in this church is the faint's body at prefent en- 
fhrined under a ftately maufoheum. The hiftory of the mi- 
racles which have been wrought at his tomb fills whole vo- 
lumes. A famous one, in 1432, moved the city of Avignon 
to choofe him for its patron. It is related as follows. A 
child about twelve years old fell from ;i high tower in the pa- 
lace of Avignon upon a (harp rock, by which fall his flail 1 
was fplit, his brains darned our, and Jus body terribly bruiicxL 
The father of the child almorl diUracUed at this accident, t an 
to the place, and falling on his knees with many tears im- 
plored the interceflion of Sr. Peter. 'J 'hen gathering up the 
flattered bloody pieces of the child's fcull he carried them with 
the body in a lack, and laid them on the faint's tomb. The peo- 
ple, and the Celelline monks joined their carncft prayers : 
and after (bine time the child returned to life, and was placet 
upon the altar that all might fee him thus wondet fully raifed 
horn the dead. 'I'll is miracle, happened on the fifth of fulv, 
on whic h day the feflaval of the faint lias ever fm/e been ce- 
lebrated at Avignon. After juridical inhumations on his 
life and miracles the bull of \m ; beatification was published 
by the true pope Clement VII. of the family of Medu/k,, 
in 1527. Si. Peter was a faint from the cradle, becaufe he 
«dwap; drove to live only for God, and his divine honoiu. 



cc 
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If one fpark of that ardent love of God which inflamed the 
faints in their actions, animated our breafts, it would give 
wings to our fouls in all we do. We fhould devote ourfelves 
every moment to God with our whole ftrength ; and by our 
fidelity, and by the purity and fervour of our intention we 
ihould with the faints make all our actions perfect: facrifices of 
our hearts to him. cc God confiders not how much, but 
ct with how ardent an affection the thing is given," fays St. 
Cyprian (i). And, as St. Anibrofe writes (2) : " Thy af- 
fection ftamps the name and value on thy action. It is 
jufl rated at fo much as is the ardour from which it pro- 
cc ceeds. See how juft is this judge. . . He afks thy own foul 
6C what value he is to fet on thy work." 

(1) St. Cypr. I. de Open et Eleem. (2) I. 2. de Offic. c. 30, 

On the fame Day. 

St. Sisoy or Sisoes, Anchoret. He was an Egyptian, and in 
his youth retired into the defert of Scete, and afterward to the 
mountain of St. Anthony, a little after the death of that holy ab- 
bot. He took his refection only once in two days ; and was 1q 
mortified, and fo abforpt in God, that fometimcs when his difci- 
ple Abraham aiked him when he would make his repaft, he 
anfwercd 9 he thought he had already taken it. Pie worked 
with his hands making baflcets. It happened once that in felling 
his commodity a fudden motion of anger began to rife in his 
bread : which he no fooner perceived but throwing down the 
bafkets which he was felling, he inflantly ran away. When a cer- 
tain perfon fought to revenge himfelf of his enemy, the faint de- 
iircd him to kneel down and pray with him : then he began this 
prayer : 4f O Lord, we do not now alk Thee to be our protector, 
Ci fincc this brother fecks to revenge himfelf." At thefe words 
the other call himfelf at his feet, and prayed, that God would 
pardon him ; as he from his heart forgave the injury that had 
been done him. This faint flouriflicd in 428. — See Rofweidc, p u 
651 , Cotelier Mon. Gra,c p. 672. Tillemont, T. 12. p. 453. 

St. Modwlna, a noble Jrifli virgin. Having led a religious 
life fevera) years in her own country, flic came into England in 
the reign of king Juhelwolf, about the year 840. That pious and 
groat king being acquainted with her (imclity, committed to her 
tare the education of his daughter Kdicha, and founded for her 
the mon.'iflcry of PoJlcfworth near the forcft of Ardcn, in War- 
wiclvfhire which flouriihed till the diflblution, bearing ufually the 
name of St, JKdiiha its patronefb and fecond abbefs. " St. Mod we- 
ll a h:ul before eliabliflied two famous nunneries in Scotland, one 
rtt Sterling, the other in lulinburg, She made fome other pious 
inundation:; in England : but to apply herfelf 'more perfectly to the 
iauftiiication of her own /buJ, Ihe led during feven years an ana- 

chorctical 
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choretical life in an ifle in the Trent, which was called Andrefey 
from the apoftle St. Andrew, in whofe honour fhe procured her 
oratory to be dedicated. When the great Abbey of Burton, upon 
Trent, was founded in the year ioo4> it was dedicated under the 
patronao-e of the B. Virgin and St. Modwena, and was enriched 
with the^ relicks of this faint; from whom Leland calls it Mod- 

wenefto w. 




JULY 6. 

St. Columba or Columkille, Abbots 

From Bede hift. /. 3. c. 4. and his life written by Cummeneus, fur- 
named Albus* abbot of Hy in 557? extant in Mabillon. Seec. 
Ben. I. p. 361. and the fame enlarged i?ito three books by Adam- 
natjy abbot of My in 700, publiftjed by Canifuis Lett. A?itiq. 
T. 5. and by Surius ( a) . Both tbefe lives abound zuitb rela- 
tions of wonderful miracles. William bijhop of Deny, in 
his Irijh hifl or ical library ^ p.%$* mentions a poem of good au- 
thority ' 9 called the Amrha^ or Vifton of St. Columkille, "which 
was written foon after his deaths and which records his principal 
aclions confo?'mable to thcfe Authors. See alfo bifliop Tanner 
de Scrip tor. Brit. p. 192. and Sir fames tVare L. 1. Scrip tor* 
Hibcrn. p. 14, Item in Monafleriologia Hibernicd, p. x86. 

A. D. 597. 

ST. Columba, commonly pronounced Colme, was one of 
thegreateft patriarchs of the monairick order in Ireland, and 
the apoitle of the Pi£ts. To diflinguifh him from other faints of 

the 



(a) This St. Adamnan, that 
is, Little Adam, having been fent 
by the Pic~ts on an embafly to 
Aldfiid, king of the Nor- 
thumbers in 701, learned of 
the linglifh churches the right 
manner of celebrating the fcaft 
of EaUer, and upon"hi<; return 
endeavoured, though without 
eifecl, to induce his monks to 

embrace it. He alfo went into 



Ireland, which was his native 
country, and brought almofl all 
that ifland to conformity with 
the univerfal church in iliac 
point of difcipline. He re- 
turned again to 1 ly in hopes at 
la ft to overcome the oblhnacy 
of his own monks, but died 
there within a year, in yo:; f 
without fuccefs. However, lie 

wrote and left among them a 

j udi Si v 0 
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the fame name, he was furnamed ColumkiUe* from the great 
number of monaftick cells, called by the Irifli Ki//es 9 of which 
he was the founder. He was of moft noble extraction from Neil, 
and was born at Gartan in the county of Tyrconnel, in 521. 
He learned from his childhood that there is nothing great, nothing 
worth our efteem or purfuit which does not advance the divine 
love in our fouls, to which he totally devoted himfelf with an 
entire difengagement of his heart from the world, and in per- 
feci: purity of mind and body. He learned the divine fcriptures, 
and the lefTons of an afcetick life under the holy bifhop St. Fi- 
nian, in his great fchool of Cluain-irard. Being advanced to 
the order of priefthood in 546, he began to give admirable 
leflbns of piety and facred learning, and in a fhort time formed 
many difciples. He founded, about the year 550, the great 
xnonafrery of Dair-Magh (b), now called Durrogh, which ori- 
ginal name fignifies Field of Oaks^ and befides many fmaJler, 
thofe of Doire or Derry in Ulfter, and of Surd in Leinfter. 
Sr. CoJumba compofed a rule which, as Ufher, Tanner and 
Sir James Ware inform us, is ftill extant in the old Irifh. 
This rule he fettled in the hundred monafteries which he 
founded in Ireland and Scotland. It was chiefly borrowed from 

the 



judicious treatife, On the Right 

-Time of keeping E after, which 
difpofed them fome time after 
£0 forfake their erroneous com- 
putation. St. Ad airman, alio 
wrote certain canons, and a 
curious defcription of the Holy 
JLand, as that country ilood 
in his time. This book fur- 
niflicd JJede with his principal 
memorials, /. De Acts Juntas ; 
and is published by Gretzer, and 
by Mabillon, T. 4. Act. Ord. 
St. jJonedidli, p. 45ft. lie men- 
tions the tombs of St. Simeon 
and of St. Jofeph at [erufalcm, 
many relicks of the Paflion of 
Chi'ill, the iinpreflion of the 
feet oi our Saviour on mount 
Olivet, covered with a church 
of a round figure, with a hole 
open on the top, over the 
place of the iinpreflion of the 
iooiileps ; he alfo mentions 
^ruf'ieppers in the de forts of 
|hi Jordan, winch the common 

people cat ^ boiled with oil, and 



a portion of the crofs in the Ro- 
tunda church in Conftantinople, 
which was expofed on a golden 
altar on the three laft days of 
Hoi/ Week, when the emperour, 
court, army, clergy, and others 
went to that church at dif- 
ferent hours, to kifs that facred 
wood. See Mabillon, ib. Bp, 
Tanner, dc Scriptor. p. 5. 

(b) This monaflcry of Dur- 
rogh, fituate in King's County, 
had embraced the Order of Re- 
gular Canons according to the 
rule of St. Auflin. See Sir James 
Ware Antiqu. Hib. c. 17 p. [86. 
This diligent antiquary men- 
tions a MS. copy of the four gof- 
pels, of St. Jcrom's translation, 
adorned with fi I ver plates, which 
was formerly preserved in this 
abbey, and is Hill extant : in the 
beginning of which is an i li- 
fer i pi ion, which toil Hies that if 
wa.'i written by St. Columba, in 

the fpace of twelve days. 
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the ancient oriental monaftick inftitutes, as the inquifitive Sir 
Roger Twifden obferves (1) of all the old Britifh and Irifli 
monaftick orders. 

King Dermot or Dermitius, being offended at the zeal of 
St. Columba, in reproving publick vices, the holy abbot left 
his native country, and palled into North-Britain, now called 
Scotland (c). He took along with him twelve difciples, and ar- 
rived 

(1) In his Rife of the Monaftick State, p. 36. 

(c) The Scots fettled firft in dins, or Scot 
Ireland, as is clear from Oro- 
jius, Claudian and the Scotifli 
annals. They fecm to have 
come from fome foreign coun- 
try, probably from the north. 
It is the moft plaufible con- 
jecture that they were a Scy- 
thian nation : for their name 
feems to be of the fame original 
with that of the Scythians, de- 
rived perhaps from the 'J eu to- 
rn ck or Saxon word Sryfa?/, to 
Ihoot ; in which martial exercile 
all the northern nations excelFd. 
Bede tells us the Picls were Scy- 
thians ; but probably applied to 
them what belonged to the 
Scots : for the Pi els fecm to have 
been Britons, and were perhaps 
the original inhabitants of that 
country. At leaft they were 
eilabliihed there long before the 
Scots, who according to their 
annals, invaded them from Ire- 
land ; but were at fir it rep ul fed. 

Some time after the Pi els or Nor- 
thern Britons, feeing thcmfelves 

threatened by the Knglifh- Saxons 
who had conquered the fouthern 
part of theifland, feem to have 
invited over the Scots from Ire- 
land to their afliitance. At lead 
thefe under kino- For mis, about 
the year 503, creeled their king- 
dom in part of Scotland, called 
Dalrieda, from Dal, a word in 
their language, hgnifying a part, 
and Reuda, their leader, as Bede 
informs us. Billion (J flier gives 
to the kingdom oi the Dahau- 



in Dclrieda, the 
provinces of Cantire, Knapdale, 
Lorn, Argyle, Braid- Albin, 
and fome of" the i/les. The 
Scots and Pitts lived good neigh- 
bours till about the year S n «c, 
when Kenneth II. king of thefe 
Scots, in a great battle, flew 
Dm/ken, king of tjie Picls 
with gfod part of his no- 
bility and conquered the whole 
country north of Grames dyke. 
About the year 900, the Scots 
became mailers of the reft of 
the country, which from that 
time took the name of Scot- 
land, the dillinclion of Picls 
being extinct with their 
kingdom. Modern criticks re- 
ject as fabulous the lift of thirty- 
nine Scoti/h kings from Fergus I. 
who was faid to have reigned 
contemporary to Alexander the 
Great, 330 years before Chriil. 
Confequently, they reckon Fer- 
gus fon of Krch, commonly 
called Fergus II. the Jirii king of 
the Sci Is in that country ; and 
whereas he was placed by fome 
in 403, they fix the beginning 
of his reign in 503, which the 
chronology of hi:, immediate 
fucccflbur^ feems tu point out. As 
to the Picls, they fecm to have 
been originally Unions, among 
whom, in Cabin's lime, it was 
the faihion to paint their bodies. 

When Lhe fomhern L'rirons had 
imitated the Roman manneis, 

the uneoi'iijueied inhabit.ints 

of the r.c-t'Ch retained It: ill the 

CUllUiU 
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yived there, according to Bede, in the year of Chrift 565, the 
ninth of the reign of Bridius, the fon of MeHochon, the moft 
powerful king of the Picvls ; which nation the faint converted 
from idolatry to the faith of Chrift by his preaching, virtues 
and miracles. But this we are to underftand only of the 
Northern Picls and the High-landers, feparated from the others 
by Mount-Grampus, the higher! part of which is called Drum- 
Albin ; for Bede tells us in the fame place that the fouthem 
PicSts had received the faith long before by the preaching of 
St. Ninyas, the firft bifhop of Whit-herne in Galloway 5 
whofe life fee September XVI. 

The 



cuftom of having their bodies 
painted : whence they were call- 
ed Picli ; which names does not 
feem older than the third Cen- 
tury, for it is fir ft found in 
the Orator Eumenius. Among 
thefe the Ladeni inhabited 
the Southern part of what is 
now called Scotland, and the 
rough Caledonians occupied the 
high-lands, and the great Cale- 
donian fore ft extended northward 
from the Frith. Thefe woods 
and mountains were their flicker, 
and their fnows affrighted the 
Romans, who left them in the 
enjoyment of their barbarifm 
and liberty. To check their 
inroads, and to lix the bounda- 
ries of the Roman dominions 
the emperour Adrian, in the year 
223, caufed a wall of turf to be 
made, fixty-eight Englifh miles 
long, from Tin mouth to Sol way 
'Frith. Antoninus Pius extended 
thefe limits farther, and /hut- 
ting out only the Caledonians, he 
<] heeled a fecond wall of turf to 
be railed thirty-fix Englifh miles 
long, from Abcrcurning, now A- 
bercorn, on the Frith of the river 
Forth to the river Clyde, near old 
K irk- Patrick. Grime or Graham, 
the valiant regent of the king- 
dom of the Scots during the 

minority of king Epgcnius com- 



monly called the fecond, razed 
this wall in his wars againft the 
Pidls, or according to others,, 
againft thofe Britons that were 
fubjeel to the Romans, who 

were foon after compelled to 
call in the Saxons to AiccQur 
them againft the Pids. The 
ruins of this wall are at this day 
called Graham's Dyke, which 
name fome derive from this: 
Graham, others from mount 
Grampus, now Grantzbaine* 
This wall of Antoninus did not 
long remain the boundary of 
the Roman province, which, in 
210, the emperour Severus, af- 
ter making a progrefs with his 
army to the north of Scotland, 
brought back to Adrian's vvall p 
in the country now called Nor- 
thumberland. Prom the fame 
extremities, but upon new foun- 
dations yet to be traced, he built 
a new wall of flone, fenced 
with towers and a vallum : a 
work fo llately, chat it is called 
by Spartian ( Ihe Glory Severn x's 
reign. — Sec Mr. Alexander Gor- 
don, Itinerarium Septentrional*, 
or "Journey through part of Scot- 

land, &c. And Mr. Thomas 
I nnes, in his Critical Eflay on 
the ancient inhabitants of Scot- 
land, Chamber! aine, &c. 
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The Pi£ts having embraced the faith, gave St. Columb* 
the little ifland of Hy or Jona, called from him Y-coJm-kille, 
twelve miles from the land, in which he built the great mona- 
stery which was for feveral ages the chief feminary of North- 
Britain, and continued long the burying place of the kings of 
Scotland, with the bodies of innumerable Saints, which refted 
in that place (d). Out of this nurfery St. Columba founded fe- 
veral other monafteries in Scotland. In the fame fchool were 
educated the holy bifhops Aidan, Finian and Colman, who? 
converted to the faith the Englifli Northumbers. This great 
monaflery feveral ages afterwards embraced the rule of St. iien- 
jiet (e). 

St. Columba's manner of living was always moll auftere. He 
lay on the bare floor with a ftone for his pillow, and never 
interrupted his fafl. Yet his devotion was neither morofe nor 
fevere. fjis countenance always appeared wonderfully chcar- 
ful, and befpoke to all that beheld him. the conusant interiour 
Ibrenity of his holy foul, and the unfpealcable joy with which 
it overflowed from the prefence of the Holy Ghoft. Such 

was 



[J) The ifle of St. Colm is 
near three miles long, and above 
a mile broad. Among the ruins 
of the old cloifter of St. Colm, 
there remains a church-yard, in 
the well part of which are the 
tombs of forty-eight kings of 
Scotland in the middle ; on the 
right fide, thofc of four kings of 
Ireland, and on the left thole of 
eight kings of Norway. All 
the noble families of the Weftern 
iflands have their particular bu- 
rying places in the re it of the 
church-yard. See Lewis's An- 
cient Hiilory of Great Britain, 
p. 236. and Martin's Dcfcription 
of the Weilern Iflands. 

( e) Bedc writes (1. 3. ch. 4.) 
that from St. Columba who 
never was bifhop, it continued a 
cullom tli at the whole ifland, 
even the bifhops, by an unufual 
law, were fubject to the abbot. 
Of this paflhgc, the Calvinitts 
avail them (elves as if it made 
again (I the fuperiority of bifhops 
in the church. But billiop 
^mer, (De Britan. Kcch An- 

^4»r. c. 10.) jullly gbfervos thac 



this fuperiority was only of civil 
jurifdiction, not of Order. For 
the Ulfter Annals mention thac 
this little ifland had always a 
biftiop who refided in it, either 
in or near the monaftery. Alfc* 
Adamnan, in his life of St. Co- 
lumba, 1. 3. fays; that St. Co- 
lumba, refufed to officiate at the 
altar in the prefence of a bifhop 
who out of humility had con- 
cealed himfelf, nor would he 
receive the communion with 
him, but out of refpecl to his 
dignity obliged him to cele- 
brate himfelf. And bi/hop 
Lloyd, in his hiflorical account 
of church government, de- 
mo nitrates, ch. 5, 6, 7. that no 
other church government Luc 
cpifcopal was ever fettled among 
the Picts, Scots or Saxons. A 
veneration for St. Co hi nib in- 
troduced a fuperiority of civil 
jurifdi&ion over the bifhops, 
who were taken from mnnng his 
monks and difciplctt, and let.nn- 
ed their former n.-fp^J 'or their 

old fupcriour the abbut. 
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was his fervour, that in whatever he did, he feemed to ex- 
ceed the ftrength of man j and as much as in him Jay he 
ftrove to fuffer no moment of his precious time, to pafs with- 
out employing it for the honour of God, principally either in 
praying, reading, writing or preaching. His incomparable 
mildnefs and charity towards all men, and on all occafions, 
won the hearts of all who converfed with him, and his vir- 
tues, miracles and extraordinary gift of prophecy commanded 
the veneration of all ranks of men. He was of fuch autho- 
thority, that neither king or people did any thing without his 
con fen t. When king Aidan or Edhan, fucceeded his coufin 
Kinatel in the throne, in 570, he received the royal infignia 
from St. Columba. Sir James Ware (2), gives the catalogue 
of his works which are ftill extant, as follows. A monaftick 
Rule, commonly entitled Columkille : a Hymn on St. Kieran, 
and three other Hymns. Four years before he died St. Columba 
was favoured with a vifion of angels which left him in many 
tears, becaufe he learned from thole heavenly mefTengers, that 
God, moved by the prayers of the Britim and Scotifh churches, 
would prolong his exile on earth yet four years. Having con- 
tinued his labours in Scotland thirty-four years, he clearly and 
openly foretold his death, and on Saturday, the ninth of June, 
faid to his difciple Diermit : cc This day is called the fabbath, 
cc that is, the day of reft, and fuch will it truly be to me : 
cc for-nt will put an end to my labours." He was the fir ft in 
the church at Mattins at mid-night; but knelt before the al- 
tar, received the Viaticum, and having given his blefling to 
his (piritual children, fwcetly flept in the Lord, in the year 
5^7, the feventy-fcvcnth of his age. His body was buried in 
this ifland, but fome ages after removed to Down in Ulfter, 
and laid in one vault with the remains of St. Patrick and St. 
Brigit. The great monaftery of Durrogh in King's Coun- 
ty, afterward embraced the rule of the Canons Regular, as 
did alfo the houfes founded by St. Brendan, St. Comgal, &zc. He 
was honoured both in Ireland and Scotland, among the prin- 
cipal patrons of thofe countries, and is commemorated in the 
Roman jVlartyrology on the ninth of June. How many faints 
hid themielves in folitudcs that they might devote themfcives 
wholly to the fervice of God ! But many even after a chiitli.m 
education pafs their whole lives in diflipation and vanity, with - 
out being able to find leifure for a daily ferious medit uion or 
the reading of a good book, as if they made it their lludy to 
unlearn the only thing which it concerns them to know, and 
to lofc the only tiling lor which they exill, religion, or the 
worfliin of God. 

On 

(7) I. 1. defcript. Hibernian, p. 15. 
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On the fame Day. 



St. Cummian, abbot in Ireland. He was fun to Fiachna the 
king of Weft-Munfter, and born in the year 592. He was dif- 
tinguiftied by the furname of Fata, or the Long, embraced a mo- 
naitick Mate, and after iome years was made abbot of Keltra, an 
ifle in the lake Derged, fixteen miles from Limerick. Bifhop 
Uiher, in his Sylloge of ancient Irifh epiflles, has favoured the pub- 
lick with an excellent letter of St. Cummian to Segienufs the fourth 
abbot of Hy. The purport is to perfuade the monks of that ho ufe, 
whole authority bore great fway in the Pictifh and Irifh churches, 
to join with the Roman and the univerfal Church as to the time 
>oi celebrating Ealter, which conformity he enforces with great 
itrength of reafoning, and with admirable charity, humility and 
piety. This epiftle alone fuffices to give us a high idea of the 
learning, eloquence and extraordinary virtue of the Author. In it, 
fpeakingof the relicks of faints, he teftifies that he had been an 
eye-witnefs to feveral miraculous cures wrought by them (a). But 
a veneration for the memory of St. Colomb, who by millake had 
followed that praclice, fixed them fome time longer in their erro- 
neous computation of that feitival. This difference however, was 
only in a point of difcipline, nor did it amount to the guilt of 
fehifm where it did not proceed to a breach of communion. The 
councils of Aries and Nice, had condemned the Quartodccimans, 
who celebrated Eafter with the Jews, always on the fourteenth day 
of the firft moon after the fpring equinox, which was to revive the 
Jewifh ceremonies. But the praclice of the Scots and Irifh re- 
ceded from that errour, though not fo much as to come up to the 
perfect ftandard of the Nicene decree : for whereas that council or- 
dered Eafter never to be kept on the fourteenth day, that the chri- 
ftian feall, might never fall in with that of the Jews, thefc remote 
monks by fome blunder had adopted a miilaken practice of keep- 
ing it on the Sunday, when it fell on the fourteenth day. Obftinacy 
might in the end render fuch a praclice in fome a criminal di (obe- 
dience ; which fnnplicity eafily excufed in others. This letter and 
■zealous endeavours of St. Cummian, difpoied many to inquire 
into, and fome time after to embrace the difcipline of the univerfal 
church. 

St. Cummian was afterwards advanced to the epifcopal dignity, 
and has left us a hymn, and a collection of penitential'' Ca- 
nons: (I J in which fome things arc taken fiom the penitential of 

St. 

(1) Liber dc Pwnitentiartiv: menfuta, extant Bibl. Patr. T. 12. 
p. 41. 

(a) Vidimus aculii noP> h iHV'H'im S. Cummian up. ad Se^ienum 
(iniimummno ml has rtli<jnius oculus abb 1 lyenfcm, :ipud Uderium in 
''/•''"<"'<'"'* ei ptoal\lhum ambu- Syllot;c Kpiil. Hybern, up. u. 

iiuiunij tt multa damma tjctla. p. 34. 
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St. Columban : but the true rite of obferving Salter is confirmed. 
Ughelli informs us (2) that St. Cummian reiigning his bilhoprick 
in Ireland, retired to the monaftery of Bobbio in Italy, where Sc. 
Columban had left this mortal life in 615. He lived there in grea; 
fanctity twenty years, and died in 682, as Ulher informs us from 
the Uliter annals : who adds, that Segienus abbot of Hy died in 
651. It is therefore by miftake that Ughelli places the death of 
our faint in 712. Luitprand, the moit munificent and pious king of 
the Lombards who afcended the throne in 712, creeled a fumptuous ; 

monument to his memory at Bobbio. See Ufher Antiqu. c. ult, 

p. £03. and 539. Alfo Cave Hift. Liter, ad an. 640. T. 1. p. 584. 
Ceillier, T. 17. p. 659. Mabillon in Analeclis. p. 17. Sir James 
Ware, Li. de Scriptor. Hib. p. 34. 

St. Julian, Anchoret. This faint was carried away captive 
from fome Weftern country when he was very young, and fold for 
a flave in Syria. For fome years he much aggravated the weigh: 
of his chains by his impatience under them : till having the happi- 
nefs to receive the light of faith he found them exceedingly lighten- 
ed by the comfort which religion afforded him. A right ufe of his 
afflictions from that moment contributed much to the fandtificatior. 
of his foul. Not long after he recovered his liberty by the death 
of his matter, and immediately in the fervour of his devotion dedi- 
cated himfelf to the fervice of God in an auftere monaftery in Me- 
fopotamia. He frequently reforted to the great St. Ephremfor advice 
and inltructions in the exercifes of virtue : and that holy man went 
often to fee him, that he might edify himfelf by his faintly conver- 
sation. This learned dodtor of the Syriack church tells us, that 
he could not forbear always admiring the fublime fentiments and 
Spiritual lights, with which God favoured a man who appeared in 
the eyes of the world ignorant and a barbarian. Julian was of a 
jrobult body, inured to labour, but he weakened and emaciated it 
by great aufterities. He worked, with his hands, making f ails for 
fliips ; and wept almoft continually at the confidcration of his pall 
fins, and of the divine judgments. He always looked upon him- 
felf as a criminal, trembling, and expecting every moment the 
coming of his judge to call him to an account. It is eafy to ima- 
gine how remote fuch a difpofition of mind was from being capable 
of entertaining the very thought of aniufements. His extreme hu- 
mility appeared in his words, drel's and all his actions. He had 
much to fufFer from certain tepid and flothful monks, but regarded 
himfelf as happy to meet with fb favourable opportunities of re- 
deeming his fins, and of cxercifing acts of penance, patience, 
aneckneis and charity, frayer was almoit the uninterrupted em- 
ployment of his heart. He made in his little cell a kind of a fc- 
pulchrc, where he lived retired for greater folitude whenever his 
prefence was not required at duties of the community. He af filled 
at the divine oflice without ever moving his body, keeping his 

Whole attention fixed on God, as if he had been Handing before 

Che 

(2) Ughelli Italia facr:», T. 4; 
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the tribunal of his fovereign judge. St. Ephrem aflures us that 
God honoured him with the gift of miracles. Sozomen writes (i) 
that his life was fo auftere that he feemed almoit to live without a 
body. Thus he fpent twenty -five years in his monaftery, purifying 
his foul by patience, obedience and the labours of penance. He 

pafled to a glorious immortality about the year 370. See his 

life written by his friend the great St. Ephrem Op. T. 3. p. 254, «d. 
Vatic. 

St. Vincent, Martyr in Agenors. He was a Levite, that is, proba- 
bly a deacon, and preached the faith in Gaul, in the fecond or 
third century. Being feized by the Pagans at Agen, he was con. 
demned by the governour to be laid flat on the floor, with his body 
ftretched out, and fixed on the ground by four pointed flakes ; in 
that poflure, he was moft cruelly fcourged ; and afterwards be- 
headed. St. Gregory of Tours, and Fortunatus of Poitiers teltify, 
that in the lixth and feventh centuries, many flocked from all parts 
of Europe to Agen in pilgrimages to his tomb. See St. Gre- 
gory of Tours hift. Francor. 1. 7. c. 35. and 1. de Glor. Mart, 
c. 105. Mart. Rom. June 9. 

St. Pelagia, V. M. She was a* tender virgin at Antioch, only 
fifteen years of age when fhe was apprehended by the perfecutors. 
Being alone in the houfe, and understanding that their errand was 
to carry her before the judge, where her chaftity might be in 
danger, fhe defired leave of the foldiers to go up Hairs, and drefst 
herfelf. But fearing to be an innocent occaflon to others fin, threw/ 
herfelf from the top of the houfe, and died on the fpot by her fall : in 
which aclion fays, St. Ch ry folio m,lhe had Jefus in her breaft infpiring 
and exhorting her. She probably hoped to efcape by that means ; and 
might lawfully expofe her life to fome danger for the- prefervatior* 
of her chaftity : but nothing can ever make it lawful for any one* 
directly to procure his own death. Whoever deliberately lays vio- 
lent hands upon himfelf, is guilty of an heinous injury againil God„ 
the Lord of his life, againlt the common-wealth which he robs of 
a member, and of that comfort and affiance which he owes to it ^ 
alfo againil his friends, children and laltly againft himfelf ; both: 
by destroying his corporal life, and by the fpiritual and eternal 
death of his foul ; this crime being ufually connected with final 
impenitence, and eternal emnity with God, and evcrlafting dam- 
nation. Nor can a name be found fuilicienlly to exprefs the bafe- 
nefs of foul, and utmofl excefs of pulillanunity, impatience and 
cowardice which filicide implies. Strange that any nation fhoulcl 
by falfe prejudices be able fo far to cxtinguilh the moll evident 
principles of reafon and the voice of nature, as to deem that an action 
of courage which fprings from a total want of that hcroick virtue of 
the foul. The fame is to be laid of the detellable practice of du- 
els [a). 'I rue fortitude incites and enables a man to bear all man- 
ner 

(1) Soaom, 1. 3. c. 14.. 



(a) }\t h;ts hi ad'Verfis facih eft contemnerf ?norPtW^ 

Fort iter ilk fat it, <[ui mijrr tffi l> ( ^ r jK 



, 1 1. 
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ner of affronts, and to undergo all humiliations, dangers, hardlhips, 
and torments for the fake of virtue and duty. What is more contrary 
to this hcroick difpofuion, what can be imagined more daftardly 
than not to able to put up a petty affront, and rather to offend 
againft all laws divine and human, than to brook an injury or bear 
a misfortune with patience and conftancy, than to obferve the holy 
precept of Ch'rift, who declares this to be his favourite command- 
ment, the diftinguifhing mark of his followers, and the very foul 

of the divine law. On St. Pelagia fee the Roman Martyrology, 

June 9. S:. Chryfoftom. Horn, de S. Pelagia, 1, 2. p. 592. et. Ben. 
and St. Ambrofe cp. 37. ed. Ben. and 1. 3. de Virgin, 1. 7. 
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St. PANT^NUS, Father of the 

Church* 



See Si. Jcrom CaiaL Clem. dlex. and Eufebius. Alfo Ceillier^ 

T. 2. p. 237. 

HP HIS learned father and apoftolick man flourifhed in the 
fecond Age. He was by birth a Sicilian, by profeffion a 
Stoick philofophcr. For his eloquence he is ftylcd by St. Cle- 
ment of Alexandria, The Sicilian Bee. His cfteem for virtue 
led him into an acquaintance with the Chriftians, and being 
charmed with the innocence and fan£tity of their converfation 
he opened his eyes to the truth. He ftudied the holy fcriptures 
under the difciples of the apoftjes, and his third after facrcd 
learning brought him to Alexandria in Egypt, where the dif- 
ciples of St. Mark had inffitutcd a celebrated fchool of 
the chriilian dodlrine. Pantamus fought not to difplay his ta- 
lents in that great mart of literature and commerce : but his 
great progrefs in facred learning was after fome time difco- 
vered, and he was drawn out of that obfeurity in which his 
humility fought to live buried. Joeing placed at the head of the 
chriliian fchool fome time before the year 179* which was the 
firft of Com mod us, by his learning and excellent manner of 
teaching he raifed its reputation above all the fchools of the 
philofophcrs, and the lellbns which he read, and which were 
gathered from the flowers of the prophets and apoftlcs, con- 
veyed light and knowledge into the minds of all his heaiers, 

us St. Clement of Alexandria, his eminent fcholar, fays of him. 

The 
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The Indians who traded to Alexandria, intreated him to pay 
their country a vifit, in order to confute their Bracbmans. 
Hereupon he forfook his fchoo], and was eftablifhed by Deme- 
trius, who was made bifliop of Alexandria in 189, preacher or* 
the gofpel to the Eaftern nations. Eufebius tells us that St. 
Pantaenus found fonie feeds of the faith already fbwn in the 
Indies, and a book of the gofpel of St. Matthew in Hebrew, 
which St. Bartholomew had carried thither. He brought it 
back with him to' Alexandria, whither he returned after he had 
zealoully employed fome years in iriftrudting the Indians in the 
faith. The publick fchool was at that time governed by St. 
Clement, but St. Pantsenus continued to teach in private till 
in the reign of Garacalla, cbnfe.quently before the year 2i6 9 
he clofed a noble and excellent life by a happy death, as Ru- 
finus writes (r). His name is inferted in all weftern martyro- 
logies on the 7th of July. 

The beauty of the chriftian morality, and the fanclity of its 
faithful profeffbrs, which by their charms converted this trite 
philofopher, appear rio where to greater advantage, than when 
they are compared with the imperfect and often falfe virtue of 
the moil famous fages of the Heathen world* This Tertul- 
lian illuftrates by feveral inftances (2). And after the enume- 
ration mentioned in the note (a) he cries out : u Where is the 

Vol. III. E compa- 

(1) Rufin. b. 5. c. 10. 

(a) Socrates in all things he 
fa id, ufed to add this form of 

fpeech ; "By my Dsemon's 
14 leave." And jult upon the 
point of expiring, he ordered a 
cock to be facriiiccd co Efculapi- 
U3 (Plato's Phasdo fub fin cm.) 
And in his trial we read 
one article of his impeachment 
to have been a charge of unna- 
tural lull. Tbales, the prince 
of naruraliflr, being afked by 
Crtefus what God was, put off 
that prince from time to time 
laying, ** 1 will confider on 
it. '* But the meancfl. mcchanick 
among the Cliriilians can ex- 
plain liimfidf intelligibly on the 
Creator of the univerje. Dio- 
genes could not be contented in 
his tub without gratifying hi-j 
^ailioijs. Ai\4 when with hi 



5 



(2) Apo!. c. 46. 

dirty feet he trod upon Plato's 
coltly carpets* crying that he 
trampled upon the pride of Pla- 
to, he did this, as Plato anfwer- 
ed him, with greater pride. 
Pythagoras afrccled tyranny at 
Thurium, and Zeno at Pryene. 
Lycurgus made away with him- 
felf, beeaufe he was unable to 
bear the thought of the Lace- 
demonians correcting the ie ve- 
rity of his laws. Anaxagoras 
had not fidelity enough to rC- 
ilore to Aran gets the good**; 
which they had committed to 
his trufl. Ariflotle could not fit 
eafy, till he proudly made hi.-; 
friend lJcrinia* fit below him ; 
and he was as giofj a flatterer 
of Alexander for the fake of 
vanity, as Pinto was of Oiony- 
fiu-» tor his belly, 
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" comparison between a philofopher and a chrhlian ? a difci- 
* c pie of Greece and of heaven ? a trader in fame, and a faver 
** of fouls (b) ? a man of words, and a man of deeds ?" St. 
Jcrom defines an Heathen philofopher : tc An animal of fame., 
At who bafcJy drudges for the breath of the people 

On the fame DAY. 

St. WansALD, B. of Aichftadt, C. He was fon of the holv 
king St. Richard, and was born about the year 704, in the kingdom 
cf the Weil- Saxons, about the place where Southampton now 
Hands. When he was three years old his life was defpaired of in 
a violent ficknefs ; but when all natural remedies proved unfuc- 
cefsful, his parents carried him and laid him at the foot of a great 
crofs which was creeled in a publick place near their houfe, ac- 
cording to the cuftom in catholick countries to this day. There 
they poured forth their prayers with great fervour, and made a 
promife to God, that in cafe the child recovered, they would confe- 
crate him to the divine fervice. God accepted their pious offering, 
and the child was immediately reftored to his health. St. Richard 
kept the child two years longer at home, but only regarded him as 
a facred depofitum committed to him by God ; and when he was 
five years old placed him under the abbot Egbald, and other holy 
tutors in the monaftery of Waltheim. The young faint, from the 
iirft ufe of his rcafon, in all his thoughts, and actions feemed to 
afpire only to heaven, and his heart fecmed full only of God and 
his holy love. He left this monallery about the year 721, when 
he was feventecn years old, and his brother Winibald nineteen, to 
.accompany his father and brother in a pilgrimage of devotion 
to the tombs of the apofllcs at Rome, and to the Holy Land. 
They vifitcd many churches in France on their road ; but 
St. Richard died at Lucca, where his rclicks arc ftill venerated in 
the church cf St. Fridian, and he is commemorated in the Roman 
martyrology on the feventh of February. The two fons went on 
to Rome, and there took the monaitick habit Above two years 
after this, Winibald having been obliged to return to England, St. 
Willibald with two or three young Kngliflnuen, fet out to vilit the < 
holy places which Chrill had fanclified by his facred prefence on j 
earth. They added moll fevcre mortifications to the incredible fa- 
tigues of their journey, living, only on bread and water, and ac 
land tiling no other bed than the bare ground. They failed full to 
Cyprus, and thence into Syria. At ftmcfa, St. Willibald was 
taken by the Saracens for a Ipy, was loaded with irons, and ful- 
lered much in fevere confinement for fcveral months, till certain 

pcrfoib 

(h) Tam<r nrg-itialor . Tert . Apol. c. 46. 

(<) Phihjbpbus yloritV animal, et papillaris auv.r ink 7nan{iputr.< 

St. Uicron. ad Julian. On the vices of the moll moral among the 
Heathen philolophors fee Theodoret in his moil lcavn;d and [ clij 
g ant book De /{[f ictibui G'ra<? wnniL^ 
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perfons who were charmed with his wonderful virtue, and moved 
with compafllon for his difafter, fatisfied the Caliph of his inno- 
cence, and procured his enlargement. The holy pilgrims exprefled 
their gratitude to their benefactors, and purfued their journey to 
the holy places. They refolved in viliting them to follow our Di- 
vine Redeemer in the courfe of his mortal life ; and therefore they 
began their devotions at Nazareth. Our faint pa/Ted there fome 
days with his companions in the continual contemplation" of the 
infinite mercies of God in the great myftery of the incarnation, 
and the fight of the place in which it was wrought drew from his 
eyes ft reams of devout tears during all the time of his itay in thaC 
town. From Nazareth he went to Bethlehem, and? thence inter 
Egypt, making no account of the fatigues and hardfhips of his 
journey and alliduoufly meditating on whan our blelTed Redeemer 
had fullered in the fame. He returned to Nazareth : and thence 
travelled to Cana, Capharnaum and Jerufalem. In this laft place! 
he made a long May to fatisfy his fervour in adoring Chrift in the 
places where he wrought fo many great myfteries, particularly on 
the mountains of Calvary and Olivet, the theatres of his facred 
death and afcenfion. He like wife vifited all the famous monafie- 
ries, lauras and hermitages in that country, with an ardent defire 
of learning and imitating all the moft perfect practices of virtue, 
and whatever might feem molt conducive to the fan&ification of his 
foul. The tender and lively fentiments of devotion with which 
his fervent contemplation on the holy myfteries of our Re- 
demption infpired him at the fight of all thofe facred places, filled 
his devout foul with heavenly confolations, and made on it ftrong 
and lafting impreJfions. In his return a fevere ficknefs at Aeon 
excrcifed his patience and refignation. After feven years employed 
in this pilgrimage he arrived fafe with his companions in Italy. 

The celebrated mo nailery of Mount Caflino having been lately 
repaired by pope Gregory II. the faint chofe that houfe for his 
rcfidence, and his fervent example contributed very much to fet- 
tle in it the primitive fpirit of its holy inftitute during the ten years 
that he lived there. He was lirlt appointed facrillan, afterwards 
dean or fuperiour over ten monks, and during the laft eight years 
porter, which was an office of great trull and importance, and re- 
quired a rooted habit of virtue which might fuffcr no abatement 
by external employs and frequent commerce with feculars. It hip- 
pened that, in 73 8, St. Boniface coming to Rome begged of 
pope Gregory III. that Willibald, who was his coufin, might be 
fern to afliil him in his millions in Germany. The pope deJired to 
fee the monk, and was much delighted with the hillory of his tra- 
vels, and cdiiied with Ills virtue. In the clofe of their convcrfa- 
lion he acquainted him of bilhop Honifacc's recjuell. Willibald do- 
fired to 00 back at lead to obtain the leave and bleflimv of his Ab~ 
hot. Jiut the pope told him his order iuiilccd, and commanded 
him to go without more ado into Germany. The faint replied 
that he was ready to go wherefoever his HoHncfs ihould think (if. 
Accordingly, he let out for 1'hui \\\y\:i whm* St. Honiface then 
was, by \vhou\ he was ordained prieH I li- kibu'.n 0 in the cumui/ 

XL /. : 1 '1 
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about Aichitadt in Bavaria were crowned with incredible fuccefs, 
and he was no lefs powerful in words than in works. In 781, 
he was confecrated by St. Boniface hilltop of Aichfladt. This 
dignity gave his humility much to fuffer, but it exceedingly excited 
his zeal. The cultivation of fo rough a vineyard was a laborious 
and painful talk ; but his heroick patience and invincible meeknefs 
Overcame all difficulties. His charity was moft tender and com- 
panionate, and he had a fingular talent in comforting the afflicted. 
He founded a monaflery which refembled in difcipline that of 
Mount Caffino, to which he often retired. But his love of foli- 
tude diminiflied not his paftoral folicitude for his flock. He was 
attentive to all their fpiritual necefluies, he vifited often every pare • 
of his charge, and inftructed all his people with indefatigable 
aeai and charity. His fafts were moft auftere ; nor did he allow 
himfelf any indulgence in them or in his labours on account of his 
great age, till his ftrength was entirely exhaufted. Having la- 
boured almoft forty- five years in regulating and fanclifying his dio- 
cefs, he died at Aichfladt on the feventh of June 787, being eighty- 
feven years old. He was honoured with miracles, and buried in 
his own cathedral. Pope Leo VI I. canonized him in 933. In 
1270, the bifhop Hildebrand built a church in his honour into 
•which his relicks were tranflated 5 and are honourably preferved to 
this day.— See the three lives of St. WilHbald written by cotem- 
porary authors, especially that by a nun of his filler St. Wal- 
burga's mortaftery. She gives from the faint's own relation a curi- 
ous and ufeful defcription of the Holy Land, as it flood in that 
age : which is rendered more curious by the notes of Mabillon, 
and thofe of Bafnage in his edition of Canifius's Left. Antiquae. 

St. Hedda, B. C. He was an Engliih Saxon, a monk, of the mona- 
fiery of St. Hilda, and was made brfhop of the Weft-Saxons in 676, 
He relided firft at Dorchefter near Oxford, but afterward removed 
his fee to Winchefter. King Ceadwal going to Rome to be bap- 
tized died there, and was buried in the church of St. Peter 
in 688. His kinfman Ina fucceeded him the throne {a). In 



(a) King In a ruled the Wcft- 
Saxons thirty-feven years with 
great glory, from the abdication 
of Ceauiwalla who died at 
&ome. Ina vanquimed the 
Welch, feveral dome-Hick rebels, 
and foreign enemies : made ma- 
ny pious foundations, and rebuilt 
in a fuinptuous manner the abbey 
of Glaftenbury. Ralph or Ra- 
nulph Higden, in his Polychroni- 
cou« and others fay this king 
full ellablilhed the Rome-fcot or 
Peter-pence, which was a col- 



lection of a penny from every 
houfe in his kingdom paid year- 
ly to the fee of Rome. By con- 
fide] in g the vanities of the 
world and moved by the fre- 
quent exhortations of the queen 
his wife, he renounced the 
world in 728 in the high eft pitch 
of human felicity, and leaving , 
his kingdom to Ethel heard his , 
kinlman, travelled to Rome, 
was there (horn a monk, and 1 
grew old in that mean habit. 

His wife accompanied him thi- 
ther 
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his wife and wholefome laws, the mo ft ancient extant among 
thofe of our Englifh Saxon kings, enacted by him in a great council 
of bifhops and ealdermen, in 693, he declares, that in drawing 
them up he had been afiitfed by the counfels of St. Hedda and St. 
Erconwald (1). In thefe laws theft is commanded to be punilhed 
with cutting ofF a hand, or a.foot ; robbery on the highway, com- 
mitted by a band not under feven in number, with death, unlefs the 
criminal redeem his life according to the eftimation of his head. 
Church dues are ordered to be paid, under a penalty of forty mil- 
lings ; and if any mailer order a fervant to do any work on a Sun- 
day, the fervant is made free, and the mafter amerced thirty (hil- 
lings. St. Hedda governed his church with great fanclity about 
thirty years, and departed to the Lord on the feventh of July, 705. 
flede (2) and William of Malmefhury aflure us, that his tomb was 
illuftrated by many miracles. His name is placed in the Roman 
martyrology. 

St. Edelburga, V. She was daughter to Annas king of the End 
Angles, and out of a defire of attaining to chriftian perfection, went 
into France, and there confecrated hcrfelf to God in the monaftcry 
of Faremoutier, in the forelt of Brie, in the government of which. 
Ihe fucceeded its foundrefs St. Fara. After her death her body re- 
mained uncorrupt, as Bede ^teftihes {3). She is honoured in the 
Roman, French, and Englifti martyrologies on this day. In thefe 
latter her niece St. Earcongota is named with her. She was daugh- 
ter to Earconbercht, king of Kent, and of St. Sexburga j accompa- 
nied St. Edelburga to Faremoutier, and there taking the veil with 
her, lived a great example of all virtues, and was honoured after 
her happy death by many miracles, as Bede relates. Hcrefwide, 
the wife of king Annas, the mother of many faints, a r ter the death, 
of her hufband, retired alfo into France, and confecrated herfelf to 
God in the famous monaftery of Cale, orChelles, five leagues from 
Paris, near the Marne, (founded by St. Clotilda, but chiefly en- 
dowed by St. Bathildes) where fhe perfevered advancing daily in 
holy fervour to her happy death. — See the hiftory of the monaftcry 
of Chelles, in the fix th tome of the late hiftory of the diocefe of 
Paris, by Abbe Lcbeuf. 

E 3 St. Be- 



(1) Spelman Cone. Brit. T. 1. 
B. 3. c. 6. 

ther, confirmed him in that 
courfe, and imitated his exam- 
ple : fo that living not far from 
each other in mutual love, and 
in the con ft ant exercifes of pe- 
nance and devotion, they depart- 
ed this life at Rome, not without 
doing <livers miracles, aiiWilliam 
of Malineibury, and H. Hunting- 
ron wiite. In 696, Sebbi, the 



(2) B. c. ch. 19. 



(3) Bede, 



pious king of the E aft .Saxons , 
preferred alfo a private life to a 
crown, took the monaftick ha- 
bit with the blcfling, of bilhop 
Whaldhere, fucccflbur to St. 
Erlccnwald in the fee of London, 
after bellowing a great fum of 
money in charity, and foon after 
departed this life in the odour of 
fanctity. See Uedc, B. 4. c. 11, 
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St. Benedict XI. Pope C. His family name was Nicholas Bo- 
Caiim He was a native of Trevifo, which city was then an inde- 
pendent commonwealth, but iince the year i 336, is fubjefl to that 
of Venice. He was born in 1 240, and itudied jirfl at Trevifo, and 
afterwards at Venice, where, at fourteen years of age, he took the 
habit of St. Dominick. He fecmed defirous to fet no bounds to his 
fervour and fidelity in the practice of every means of improving his 
foul daily, in virtue ; and, during fourteen years, enriched his mind 
with* an uncommon ftore of facred learning. After this term he was 
appointed profeflbr and preacher at Venice and Bologna, and with 
incredible fruit communicated to others thofe fpiritual riches which 
he had treafured up in filence and retirement, being always careful, by 
the fame means, to preferve and increafe his own iioclc. He wrote fe- 
yeral fermons and comments on the holy fcripture, which arc flill ex- 
tant. He was chofen provincial of Lombardy, and, in 1296, the 9 th 
general of his Order. On that occafion, by a pathetick circular let- 
ter ( 1 } he exhorted his brethren to a love of poverty, humility, retire- 
ment, prayer, charity, and obedience. In 1 297, he was fent by Boni- 
face VIII. nuncio into France, to be the mediator of peace between 
that nation and the Engliih ; and was created cardinal during his re- 
fidence there, in 1 298. Nothing but the itricl command, of his Ho- 
linef> could have obliged him to accept that dignity, which coft him 
many tears. He was made, focn after, bifhop of Oftia, and dean 
of. the (acred college; and in 1301, went legate a latere into Hun- 
gary, to endeavour to coropofe the differences which divided that 
nation into factions, and had already laid it wafte by a dreadful civil 
war ; in which cardinal Bocafini fucceeded to a miracle. He alfo 
abolilhed in that country feveral fuperititious practices, and other 
abuf fcandals. He afterwards exerted Ins zeal in Auflria and 

at Venice, being fucceflively legate in both thofe places. Boniface 
VIII. dying on the eleventh of Oclober, 1303, the cardinals. entered 
the conclav*. on the twenty full of the fame month, and on the day 
following unaniinoufly chofe our faint pope. Me was feized with 
trembling at the news ; but being, compelled to acquiefce, was 
crowned on the following funday. He continued Jiis former prac- 
tices of humility, mollification, and penance. When his mother 
came to hi** court in rich attire, he rcfufed to fee her till Ihe had put 
on a«:iin Iiei former mean apparel. Rome was, at that time, torn 
by civil divilions, cfpecially by the factions of the Colonnas againit 
ih»- lau pope, but 'he moderation, mccknef;, and prudence of our 
faint loon lettered the whole c:)unt;y to perfect tranquillity. 
He ] ..uJor.wU .lie Colonnas, and other icbels, Sciarra Colonna, and 
Will hi m ■ Nogm-. t excepted, who renamed nuclei' the former len- 
tenC'* of j-rnirription. lie pacified Dcnmaik, and other kingdoms 
of the ninth, and aj pi nfed the Hate and church of h'rance. Uc re- 
concih-c! tin" citie.) of Venice and Padua, without efFufion of blood. 
1L joined hh zealous cndcivoim with He lena, queen of Servia, in 
the couverfion of her foil OjoJjus. This p;ood po]>e died the martyr 
of peace, to inaUe v»hich rri£:i over the whole chrillian world, he 

feemtd 

(1) Tubliihed by JUom. IVIartcnne, Anecdot. V. 4. 
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: fe6mcd only to have lived. Having fat only eight months and fe- 
venteen days, he departed this life at Perugia, on the fixth of July, 
in the year of our Lord 1304, of his age iixty three. Some fay he 

: died of poifon fecretly.given him by the contrivance of certain wicked 
men who were enemies to the publick tranquillity. He was honoured 
by miracles, as Platina and others teftify, and beatified by Clement 
XII. in 1736; the feventeenth of July is appointed for his comme- 
moration in the Roman martyrology. — See Tourou Howies 111 it f- 
tres, T. i. 1. 7. p. 655. Cone. T. 10. 
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St, ELIZABET H, Queen of Portugal. 

From her autbentick life written by a Franc: fectn friar 3 Mariana \ 
and other Spanijb hifterians 9 and Croijet. 

4 

A. D. 1336. 

ST. Elizabeth was daughter of Peter III. king of Arra- 
gon, and grand- daughter of James L who had been edu- 
cated under the care of St. Peter Nolafco, and was furnamcd 
the faint, and from the taking of Majorca and Valentia, £x- 
pugnator, or the conqueror. Her mother Conftantia was daugh- 
ter of Manfred king of Sicily* and grand-child to the empe- 
rour Frederick II. Our faint was born in 127 1, and received 
at the baptifmal font by the name of Elizabeth, from her aunt 
St. Elizabeth of Hungary, who had been canonized by Grego- 
ry IX. in 1235. Her birth cftablifhcd a good under flam ling 
between her grandfather James, who was then on the thronc t 
and her father, whofe quarrel had divided the whole kingdom. 
I he former took upon himfclf the care of her education, and 
infpired her with an ardour lor piety above her age, though he 
died in 1276 (having reigned fixty three years) before {he had 
completed the fixth year of her age. 

Her father fucceeded to the ciown, and was careful to place 
moft virtuous perfons about his daughter, whofe example might 
be to her a conftant fpur to all virtue. The young princefs was 
of a moft fweet and mild iHfpofition, and from her tender years 
had no rclifh for any thing but what was conducive to piety 
and devotion. It was doing her the moft fenlible pleasure, if 
any one promifed to lead her to fome chapel to fay a prayer. 
At eight years of age fhe began to fa ft on vigils, and to pracTuo 
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great felf-denials j nor could fhe bear to hear the tendernels of 
her years and conftitution ailed ged as a reafon that fhe ought 
riot to faft, or macerate her tender body. Her fervour made 
her eagerly to defire that fhe might have a jfhare in every eacer- 
cife of virtue' which fhe faw pra&iied by others, and fhe had 
been already taught, that the frequent mortification of the 
fenfes, and frill more of the will, is to be joined with prayer to 
obtain the grace which reftrains the pa/Hons, and prevents their 
revolt. How little is this rnoft important maxim confidered by 
thofe parents who excite and fortify the paflions of children, by 
teaching them a love of vanities, and indulging them in grati- 
fication's of lenfe ! If rigorous fafis fuit not their tender age, a 
fubmiffion of the will, perfect obedience, and humble modefty, 
are in no time of life more indifpenfably to be inculcated ; nor 
is any abftinence more necefTary than that by which children are 
taught never to drink or eat out of meals, to bear feveral little 
denials in them without uneafinefs, and never eagerly to crave 
any thing. The eafy and happy victory of Elizabeth over her- 
self was owing to this early and 'perfect temperance, fubmiflive- 
nefs, and ilncere humility. Tilfteeming virtue her only advan- 
tage and delight, fhe abhorred romances and idle entertainments, 
shunned the ufual amufements of children, and was an enemy 
to all the vanities of the world. She could bear no other fongs 
than facred hymns arid pfalms'; and from her childhood faid 
every day the whole office of the breviary, in which no prieft 
could be more fcrupuloufjy exa6r. Her tend ernefs and compaf- 
lion for the poor made her, even in that tender age, to be ftyled 
their mother. 

At twelve years of age (lie was given in marriage to Diony- 
iius, king of Portugal! That prince had confidered in her, 
birth, beauty, riches, and fprightlinefs of genius more than 
virtue ; yet he allowed her an entire liberty in her devotions, 
and exceedingly eftecmed and admired her extraordinary piety. 
She found no : temptation to pride in the dazzling fplcndor of a 
crown, and could fay with Efthcr, that her heart never found 
any delight in the glory, riches, and grandeur with which fhe 
was furrounded. She was fcnfiblc that regularity in our actions 
is ncceflary to virtue, this being in itfeJf mofl agreeable to God, 
who fhews in all his works how much he is the lover of order : 
aha, a prudent difrribution of time fixes the ficklenefs of the 
human mind, hinders frequent omiHions of pious excrcifbs, and 
is a means to prevent our being ever idle, and being governed 
by humour and caprice in what we do, by which motives a dif- 
[tui/cd /elf-love eafiiy infinuates itfelf into our ordinary :i<L\loti$. 
Our faint therefore planned for herfelf a regular distribution or 
iier whole time, and of her religious exercifes, wliich (he no- 
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jf|f ver interrupted, unlefs extraordinary occafions of duty or cha- 
rity obliged her to change the order of her daily practices. She 
fli rofe very early every morning, and after a long morning exer- 
cife, and a pious meditation, fhe recited mattins, lauds, and 
,' prime of the church office. Then fhe heard mafs, at which 
fhe communicated frequently every week. She faid every day 
alfo the little office of our Lady, and that of the dead ; and in 
the afternoon had other regular devotions after even-fong, or 
vefpers. She retired often into her oratory to her pious books, 
and allotted certain hours to attend her domeftick affairs, pub- 
lick bufinefs, or what fhe owed to others. All her fpare time 
fhe employed in pious reading, or in working for the altar, or 
the poor, and fhe made her ladies of honour do the like. She 
found no time to fpend in vain fports or recreations, or in idle 
, tlifcourfe or entertainments. She was moft abftemious in her 
diet, mean in her attire, humble, meek, and affable in con- 
verfation, and wholly bent upon the fervice of God in all her 
actions. Admirable was her fpirit of compunction, and of holy 
prayer ; and fhe poured forth her heart before God with moft 
' feeling fentiments of divine love, and often watered her cheeks, 
and the very ground, with abundant tears of fweet devotion. 
Frequent attempts were made to prevail with her to moderate 
her aufterities, but fhe always anfwered, that if Chrift affures 
us that his fpirit cannot find place in a life of foftnefs and plea- 
Aire, mortification is no where more neceflary than on the 
throne, where the paffions find more dangerous incentives. She 
fafted three days a week, many vigils befides thofe prefcribed 
by the church ; all advent ; a lent of devotion, from the fcafl of 
St. John Baptift to the feaft of the Aflumption ; and foon after 
this file began another lent, which fhe continued to St. Mi- 
chad's day. On all Fridays and Saturdays, on the eves of all 
fcftivals of the B. Virgin and the apoftles, and on many other 
days, her faffc was on bread and water. She often vifited 
churches and places of devotion on foot. 

Charity to the poor was a diftinguifhing part of her character. 
She gave conftant orders to have all pilgrims and poor firanger; 
provided for with lodging and ncceflaries. She made it her bit - 
finds to feek out, and fecrctly relieve pcrfbns of good condition 
who were reduced to needfity, yet out of fhame durlt not 
make known their wants. She was very liberal in furnifhin«»; 
' 1 01 tunes to poor young women, that they might many accord- 
ing to their condition, and not be expofed to the danger of loliu;: 
their virtue. She vifited the fick, ferved them, and dreiled and 
killed their moft loathfomc forep. She founded in difrerenr 
parts of the kingdom many pious cftablifhmcnts, particularly 

an hofpital near her own palace at Coimbra, a houfc for pent • 

tent 
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tent women who had been feduced into evil courfes, at Torres- 
Novas, and an hofpital for foundlings, or thofe children who 
for want of due provifion, are expofed to the danger of perifh- 
ing by poverty, or the neglect and cruelty of unnatural parents. 
She was utterly regardlefs of her own conveniences, and fo at- 
tentive to the poor and afHicled perfons of the whole kingdom, 
that fhe feemed almoft wholly to belong to them : not that fhe 
neglected any other duties which fhe owed to her neighbour, for 
file made it her principal fludy to pay to her hufband the moll 
dutiful refpecl, love, and obedience, and bore his injuries with 
invincible mecknefs and patience. Though king Dionyfius 
was a friend of juftice, and a valiant, bountiful, and compaf- 
lionate prince, yet he was, in his youth, a worldly man, and 
defiled the fanclity of the nuptial ftate with abominable lufts* 
The good queen ufed all her endeavours to reclaim him, griev- 
ing mo ft fenfibly for the offence of God, and the fcandal given 
to the people ; and fhe never ceafed to weep herfelf, and to 
procure the prayers of others, for his conversion. She ftrove to 
gain him only by courtefy, and with conftant fweetnefs and 
chcarfulnefs cherifhed his natural children, and took great care 
of their education. By thefe means fhe foftened the heart of 
the king, who, by the fuccour of a powerful grace, rofe out of 
the filthy puddle in which he had wallowed for a long time, 
and kept ever after the fidelity that was due to his virtuous con- 
fort. He inftituted the Order of Chrift in 13 18 ; founded, with 
a truly royal magnificence, the univerfity of Coimbra, and a- 
domed his kingdom with publick buildings. His extraordinary 
virtues, particularly his liberality, juftice, and conftancy, are 
highly extolled by the Portugueie, and after his entire conver- 
fion, he was the idol and glory of his people. A little time be- 
fore his perfect converfion, theie happened an extraordinary ac- 
cident. The queen had a very pious faithful page, whom flic 
employed in the diflribution of her fecret alms. A wicked fel- 
low-page envying him on account of this favour, to which his 
virtue and fer vices entitled him, treacheroufly fuggefled to his 
majcfly, that the queen fhewed a fondnefs for that page. The 
prince, who by his own fenfual heart was eafily inclined to 
judge ill of others, gave credit to the Uandcr, and rcfolved to 
take away the life of the innocent youth. For this purpofe, he 
gave order to a lime- burner, that if on fuch ;i day he lent to 
him a page with this errand, to enquire, u Whether he had lul- 
** filled the king's commands ? " he mould take him and call 
him into the lime-kiln, there to be burnt 5 for that death he 
had jufrly incurred, and the execution was expedient for the 
king's fervice. On the day appointed he dif'patched the page 
with this meflage to the lime- kiln j but the devout youth, on 
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tthe road palling by a church, heard the bell ring at the eleva- 
I tion at mafs, went in and prayed there devoutly ; for it was his 
I pious cuftom, if ever he heard the Hgn given by the bell for the 
" elevation, always to go thither, and not depart till mafs was 
' ended. It happened, on that occafion, that as the firft was not 
" a w hole mafs, and it was with him a conftant rule to hear 
mafs every day, he ftaid in the church, and heard fucceilively 
two other mafles. In the mean time, the king, who was im- 
patient to know if his orders had been executed, fent the infor- 
mer to the lime-kiln, to enquire whether his commands had 
been obeyed ; but as foon as he was come to the kiln, and had 
aflced the queftion, the man, fuppofing him to be the meflenger 
I meant by the king's order, feized him, and threw him into the 
; burning lime, where he was foon confumed. Thus was the 
innocent protected by his devotion, and the flanderer was over- 
taken by divine juflice. The page who had heard the mafles, 
went afterward to the lime-kiln, and having afked whether his 
majefty^s commands had been yet executed, brought him word 
back, that they were. The king was almoft out of himfeif 
with furprife, when he faw him come back with this meflage,. 
and being foon informed of the particulars, he eafiJy difcovered 
the innocence of the pious youth, adored the divine judgments, 
and ever after r.efpecSted the great virtue and fanclity of his queen, 
St. Elizabeth had by the king two children, Alphonfiis, who 
afterward fucceeded his father, and Conftantia, who was mar- 
ried to Ferdinand IV. king of Caftille. This fon, when grown 
up, married the infanta of Caffcille, and foon after revolting a- 
gainft his own father, put himfeif at the head of an army of 
malecontents. St. Elizabeth had recourfe to weeping, prayer, 
fafting, and almfdccds, and exhorted her fon, in the ftrongeft 
terms, to return to his duty, conjuring her hufband, at the 
fame time, to forgive him. Pope John XXII. wrote to her, 
commending her religious and prudent conduct; but certain 
court flatterers whifpering to the king, that flic was fufpcclcd of 
favouring her fon, he, whom jcalou/y made credulous, ban idled 
her to the city of Alanquer. The queen received this difgract: 
with admirable patience and peace of mind, and made uie of 
the opportunity which her retirement afforded, to redouble her 
aufteiitics and devotions. She never would entertain any cor- 
reipoiidence with the malecontcnt, nor Jifrcn to any fug- 
gertions from them. The king himfeif admired her food- 
nefs, meeknefs, and humility under her difgrace ; and, fhortly 
after, called her back to court, and fhewed her greater love 



and refpect than ever. In al! her troubles me committed hcr- 
felf to the fweet difpofal of divine providence, coitliderinf*; that 
fix e was always under the protection of God., her merciful fa- 
ther. 
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Being herfelf of the moft iweet and peaceable difpofition, fhe 
was always moft active and induftrious in compofing all diffe- 
rences between neighbours, efpecially in averting war, with 
the train of ail the moft terrible evils which attend it. She re- 
conciled her hufband and fon, . when their armies were march- 
ing one againft the other; and fhe reduced all the fubjects to 
duty and obedience. She made peace between Ferdinand IV. 
king of CafHlle, and Alphonfus de la Ccrda, his coufin-ger- 
man, who difputed the crown : like wife between James II. 
king of Arragon, her own brother, and Ferdinand IV. the king 
of CafHlle, her ion-in-law. In order to effect this laft, fhe 
took a journey with her hufband into both thofe kingdoms, and* 
to the great fatisfaction of the chriftian world, put a happy pe- 
riod to ali diflenfions and debates between thofe ftates. After 
this charitable work, king Dionyfius, having reigned forty five 
years, fell lick. St. Elizabeth gave him moft fignal teftimonies of 
I>er love and affection, fcarce ever leaving his chamber during his 
Ilinefs, unlefs to go to the church, and taking infinite pains to 
fcrve and attend him. But her main care and folicitude was to 
fecure his eternal happinefs, and to procure that he might depart 
this life in fentiments of perfect repentance and piety. For this 
purpofe fhe gave bountiful alms, and caufed many prayers and 
mattes to be faid. During his long and tedious illnefs, he gave 
great marks of fincere compunction, and died at Santaren on 
the fixth of January, 1325. As foon as he had expired, the 
queen retired into her oratory, commended his foul to God, 
as.id confecrating herfelf to the divine fervice, put on the habit 
of the third Order of St. Francis. She attended the fungal pro- 
ceilion, with her hufband's corpfe, to Odiveras, where i^e had 
chofen his burying-place in a famous church of Ciftcidan 
monks. After a confidcrable ftay there, flic made a pilgrimage 
to Compoftella, and returning to Odiveras, celebrated there her 
hufband's annivcrfary with great folemnity ; after which fhe re- 
tired to a convent of Clares, which fhe had begun to rebuild 
before the death of her hufband. She was defirous to make her 
religious pmfcflxon, but was diverted from that delign upon a 
motive of charity, that flic might continue to fupport an infini- 
ty of poor people by her alms and protection. She therefore 
contented herfelf with wearing the habit of the third Order, liv- 
ing in a houfe which fhe built contiguous to her great nunnery, 
in which fhe aflcmbled fourfcore and ten devout nuns. She 1 
often vilited them, and fometimes ferved them at table, having ; 
f or her companion in this practice of charity and humility, her i 
daughter-in-law Beatrix, the queen then reigning. A war be- 
ing lighted up between her fon Alphonfus IV. fur named the 
fa'iivC) king of Portugal, and her grand fon Alphonfus XI. king 
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of Caftille, and armies being fet on foot, fhe was fhrtled at 
the news, and refolved to fet out to reconcile them, and extin- 
guifh the fire that was kindling. Her fervants endeavoured to 
perfuade her to defer her journey, on account of the exceffive 
heats, but fhe made anfwer, that fhe could not better expand 
her health and her life, than by feeking to prevent the mileries 
and calamities of a war. The very news of her journey di£- 
pofed both parties to peace. She went to Eftremoz, upon the 
frontiers of Portugal and Caftille, where her fon was; but fhe 
arrived ill of a violent fever, which fhe looked upon as a mef- 
fenger fent by God to warn her, that the time was at hand 
wherein he called her to himfelf. She flrongly exhorted her 
fon to the love of peace, and to a holy life ; fhe con felTed feve- 
ral times, received the holy Viaticum on her knees at the foot 
of the altar, and fhortly after, extreme unction ; from which 
time fhe continued in fervent prayer, often invoking the B. Vir- 
gin, and repeating thefe words, <c Mary, mother of grace, mo- 
iC ther of mercy, defend us from the wicked enemy, and rc- 
" ceive us at the hour of our death." She appeared overflow- 
ing with heavenly joy, and with thofe confolations of the Holy 
Ghoft which make death fo fweet to the faints; and in the p re- 
fence of her fon the king, and of her daughter-in-law, fhe gave 
up her happy foul to God, on the fourth of July, in the year 
1336, of her age fixty-five. She was buried with royal pomp 
in the church of her monaftery of poor Clares at Coimbra, and 
honoured by miracles. Leo X. and Paul IV. granted an office 
on her feftival ; and, in 16 12, her body was taken up, and 
found entire. It is now richly enfhrined in a magnificent cha- 
pel, built on purpofe. She was canonized by Urban VIII. in 
1625. and the eighth of July appointed for her fcftivat. The 
characlcriftical virtue of St. Elizabeth was a love of peace. 
Chrilt, the prince of peace, declares his fpirit to be the fpirit 
of humility and meeknefs ; confequcntly, the fpirit of peace. 
Variance, wrath, and ftrife, are the works of the flefh, of en- 
vy and pride which he condemns, and which exclude from 
the kingdom of heaven* Bitter nefs and contention (hut out 
rcafon, make the foul deaf to the motives of religion, and open 
the understanding to nothing hut what is finful. To find the 
way of peace, we muff be meek and patient, even under the 
1110ft violent provocations : we muff, never refent any wrong, 
nor retuin railing for railing, but good for evil : we rnuft re- 
gard paflion as the worft of mongers, and muft judge it as un - 
;afonable to hearken to its fuggeftions, as to choofc a mail- 
man for our counfellour in matters of concern and difficulty : 
above all, we muft abhor it not only as a (in, but as leading to 
a numberleft variety of oilier grievous fins, and fpUHual evils. 
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Blejpd are the peace-makers^ and all who love and cultivate this 
virtue among men, they Jhall be called the children of God 9 whofe 
badge and image they bear. 

On the fame D A Y. 

St. Procopius, M. He was a native of Jerufalem, but lived ct 
Bethfan, ntherwiie called Scythopolis, where he was Reader in the 
church, and alfo performed the function of exorcift in difpoffefling 
demoniacs, and that of interpreter of the Greek tongue into the Sy- 
ro-Chaldaick (a). He was a divine man, fay his acts, and had al- 
ways lived in the practice of great aufterity and patience, and in 
perpetual chaftity. He took no other fuftenance than bread and 
water, and ufually abftained from all food two or three days toge- 
ther. He was well fkilled in the fciences of the Greeks, but much 
more in that of the holy fcriptares ; the affiduous meditation on which 
nourifhed his foul, and feemed alfo to give vigour and flrength to his 
emaciated body. He was admirable in all virtues, particularly in a 
heavenly mceknefs and humility. Diocletian's bloody edicts againft 
the chriflians reached Paleftine in April, 303, and Procopius was 
the firfl perfon who received the crown of martyrdom in that coun- 
try, in the aforefaid perfecution. He was apprehended at Bethfan, 
and led, with feveral others, bound to Ca^farea, our city, fay the acls, 
and was hurried ftrait before Paulinus, prefect of the province (b). 
The judge commanded the martyr to facrifice to the gods. The 
fervant of Chrift anfwered, he never could do it; and this he de- 
clared with a firmnefs and refolution that fecmcd to wound the heart 
of the prefect, as if it had been pierced with a dagger. The mar- 
tyr added, There is no God but one, who is the author and preferver 
of the world : The prefect then bad him facrifice to the four empe- 
rours, namely, Dioclefian, Herculius, Galerius, and Conitantius. 
This the faint again refufed to do, and had fcarce returned his an- 
fwer, but the judge pa/Ted fentence upon him, and he was imme- 
diately led to execution, and beheaded. He is honoured by the 
Greeks with the title of The Great Martyr. — See his original Chal- 
daick acts publifhcd by Steph. Affemani, T. 2. p. 166. and a lefs 
accurate old Latin tranflation given by Ruinart, and by Henry Va- 
lois Not. in Eufeb. 1. 8. The author of theic acts was Eufcbius 
of Oufarca, an cye-witnefs. 

SS. Kjlian, bifliop; Colman, pricfl ; and Totnan, deacon, 

MM. Kilian was a holy Irifli monk,of noble Scotifh extraction. With 

two 



(«) Orotius, and others, de- 
mon Urate the Greek language to 
have been, in the firil ages of 
chrillianity, common in Paleiline ; 
but this cannot be extended to 
all the country people, as this 
pafihge, and other proof;, clear- 
ly fliew. lience Kufcbius wiote 
hib acU of the niariy ru of l\;lc- 



iTinc in Syro-Chaldaiclc ; but 
abridged the fame in Greek, ir* 
the eighth book of his church 
hiftory 

(6) The old Latin acts write 
his name Flavian, and ionic 
Fabian, by xnirtaking the SyriacI; 
name, vyhich in writ without vow* 
els. 
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two zealous companions he travelled to Rome, in 680, and ob- 
tained of pope Conon a commiffion to preach the gofpel to the Ger- 
man idolaters in Franconia ; upon which occafion Kilian was in- 
velted with epiicopal authority. The miffionaries converted and 
baptized great numbers at Wurtzburg, and among others, Gofbert, 
the duke of that name. This prince had taken to wife Geilana, 
the relic~l of his deceafed brother ; and though he loved her tender- 
ly, being put in mind, by St. Kilian, that.fuch a marriage was con- 
demned and void by the law of the gofpel, he promifed to difmifs 
her, faying that we are bound to love God above father, mother, 
or wife. Geilana was tormented in mind beyond meafurc at this 
refolution ; jealoufy and ambition equally inflaming her breaft. And 
as the vengeance of a wicked woman has no bounds, during the 
nbfence of the duke, in a military expedition, (he fent afTaflins, who 
privately murdered the three holy miffionaries, in 688. The ruf~ 
jians were themfelves purfued by divine vengeance, and all three 
pcriihed miferably. St. Burchard, who, in the following century, 
was placed by St. Boniface in the epifcopal fee of Wurtzburg, tranf- 
lated their reticles into his cathedral. A portion of thofe of St Ki- 
lian, in a rich fhrine, was preferved in the treafury of the Elector of 
Brunfwick-Lunenburg, in 1713, as appears from the printed de- 
scription of that cabinet, — See the acts of thefe martyrs in Mabillon, 
and the Bollandifts. Alfo, Thefaurus reliqularu?n Elettoralis Brunj- 
rvico- Lutieburgicus, Hariovera:, 1 7 1 3 . 

S t . VV it he urge, V. She was the youngefl: of the four fitters,, 
all faints, daughters of Annas the holy king of the Eaft. Angles. In 
her tender years (he devoted herfelf to the divine fervice, and led an 
aultere life in clofe folitudc for feveral years at Holkam, an cflate 
of the king her father, near the feacoaft in Norfolk, where 0. 
church, afterward called Withburgdow, was built. After the death 
of her father, flic changed her dwelling to another eflate of the 
crown, called Dereham. This is, at prefent, a confidcrable mar- 
ket-town in Norfolk, but was then anobfenre retired place. With- 
burge aflembled there many devout virgins, and laid the founda- 
tion of a great church and nunnery, but did not live to finifli the 
buildings. Her holy death happened on the feventeenth of March, 
743. Her body was interred in the church -yard at Dereham, and, 
fifty-five years after, found uncorrupt, and tranflated into the church. 
One hundred and feventy- fix years after this, in 074, Iirithnothj, 
(the firll abbot of Ely, after that houfe, which had been deftroyed 
by the Danes, was rebuilt) with the confent of king Kdgar, ic- 
moved it to Ely, and depofited it near the bodies of her two fillers. 
In 1 106, the remains of four faints were tranflated into the 
new church, and laid near the high altar. The bodies of SS. Sex - 
hnrgu and Ermcnikla were reduced to dull, except the bones, '('line 
ol St. Au dry was entire, and that of St. Withbun>e was not only 
found, but alfo frcfli, and the limbs perfectly flexible. Warner, a 
monk of Wcflnrinllcr, lhewed this to all the people, by lifting up , 
and moving feveral ways th,e hands, arms, and feet. Herbert, bifliop 
of Thetfoid, who, in 1004, tranflated his fee to Norwich, and many 
cUlier perfons of dillincliun wcie cye-witnelfes hereof, Tlir i-. ic- 

)atcd 
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lated by Thomas, monk of Ely, in his hiilory of Ely (1), which he 
wrote the year following, 1107. This author tells us, that in the 
place where St. Withburge was firir. buried, in the church-yard of 
Dereham, a large fine fpring of molt clear water gufhes forth (2); 
It is, to this day, called St. Withburge's well, was formerly very 
famous, and is paved, covered and inclofed : a fiream from k 
forms another fmall well without the church-yard. 

B.Theobald, abbot. He was, by his virtue, the great orna- 
ment of the illuftrious family of Montmorency in France. He was 
born in the caftle of Marli. His father, Bouchard of Montmorency, 
gave him an education fuitable to his birth, and trained him up to 
the profemon of arms, in which fo many heroes of that family have 
iignalized themfelves. But Theobald manifef'ed, from his infancy, 
a llrong inclination to a Hate of holy retirement, dreading the Ieatfc 
iliadow of danger, which could threaten his innocence. He fpenc 
great part of his time in prayer, and reforted often to the church of 
the nunnery called Port-Royal, which had been founded in 1 204, 
by Matthew of Montmorency, and on which his father Bouchard 
had bellowed fo many eftates, that he was regarded as a fecond 
founder. Theobald took the Ciftercian habit at Vaux de Cernay, 
in 1220, and was chofen abbot of that houfe in 1234. He lived in 
the midtf of his brethren as the fervant of every one, and furpalTed 
all others in his love of poverty, filence, and holy prayer. He was 
highly efteemed by St. Lewis. His happy death happened in 1247. 
His ihrine in his abbey is vjfited by a great concourfe of people on 
the Whitfun-holydays. — See Le Nain. hift. de lit. T. 9. 

(1) Anglia facra, T. 1. p. 613. publifhed by Wharton. (2) lb. 
p. 606. 

JULY 9. 

StEPHREMof Edeflk, Doaor, C. 

From his works in the late Vatican edit ion: alfo from St. Gregory 
of NyJJa % in his panegyric k of St. Kpbrem > and from Palladius^ 
Itbeodoret) [Sozowen, csV. See 1- Op. St. Ephrem. Rom*?, 

An. 1 743. 

A. D. 378, 

THIS humble deacon was the mo/1 illuftrious of all the 
doclors, who, by their do£trine and writings, have a~ 
domed the Syr jack church. He was born in the territory oi 

Niiibis, a flrong city on the banks of the Tigris, in Mrfopo- 

tarn i a. 
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tamia. His parents lived in the country, and earned their bread 
with the fweat of their brows, but were ennobled by the blood 
of martyrs in their family, and had themfelves both confefled 
Chrift before the perfecutors under Dioclefian, or his fuccef- 
fours. They confecrated Ephrem to God from his cradle, Jifce 
another Samuel, but he was eighteen years old when he was 
baptized. Before that time he had committed certain faults 
which his enlightened confeience extremely exaggerated to him, 
after his perfect converfion to God, and he never ceafed to be- 
wail, with floods of tears, his ingratitude towards God, in 
having ever offended him- Sozomen (i) fays thefe fins were 
little Tallies of anger, into which he had fometimes fallen with 
his play-fellows in his childhood. The faint himfelf mentions 
in his Confeilion (2) two crimes (as he ftyJes them) of this 
age, which called for his tears during his whole life. Thefirft 
was, that in play he had driven a- neighbour's cow among the 
mountains, where it happened to be killed by a wild beafr. ; the 
fecond was a doubt which once came into his mind in his child- 
hood, whether God's particular providence reached to an im- 
mediate fuperintendency over all our individual aclions. This 
fin he exceedingly magnifies in his contrition, though it hap- 
pened before his baptifm, and never proceeded farther than a 
fluctuating thought from ignorance in his childhood ; and in. 
his Teffament he thanks God for having been always preferved 
by his mercy, fince his baptifm, from any errour in faith. Him- 
felf a/iures us, that the divine good n eft was pleafed, in a won- 
derful manner, to dilcovev to him, after this temptation, the 
folly of his errour, and the wretched blindnefs of hi* foul, in 
liaviug pretended to fathom the fecrcts of providence. Within 
a month after he had been aflaulted by the temptation of the 
aforefaid doubt, he happened, in travelling through the coun- 
tzy, to be benighted, and was forced to take up his quarters 
with a fhepherd who had loft in the wiUerncfs the flock com- 
mitted i.> his charge. The matter of the fhepherd fufpedted 
him guilty of theft, and pnrfuing him, found him and Ephrem 
together, and raft them both into prifon, upon fufpicion that 
they had flolen his fheep. Kphrcm was extremely arUicicd at 
his misfortune, and in the dungeon found feven other prifoners, 
who were all falfcly accufrd or fufpec c red of diflen.nt crimes, 
though really guilty of others. When he had laid /even days 
in prifon in great angui/h of mind, an angel appearing; to him 
in his fleep told him he was feni to /hew him the juitiee and 
wifdom of divine [>iovidence in governing and diieeLiny; all hu- 
man events ; and that this Hionld be mauifefled to him in the 
Vol. III. F cafe 

(i> Sozom. I. 3. c. i6\ (/) T. 5. p . 2j- 
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cafe of thofe prifoners who feemdl to fufFer in his company 
unjuftly. The next day the judge called the prifoners 
before him, and put two of them to the torture, in order to 
compel them to confefs their crimes. While others were tor- 
mented, Ephrem flood by the rack trembling and weeping for 
hlmfelfy under the apprehension of being every moment put to 
the queftion. The by-ftanders rallied him for his fears, and 
faid > cc Ay, it is thy turn next 5 it is to no purpofe now to 
<c weep: why didft thou not fear to commit the crime?" 
However, he was not put on the rack, but fent back to prifon. 
The other prifoners, though innocent of the crimes of which 
they were firfl arraigned, were all convicted of other mifde- 
meanours, and each of them received the chaftifement due to 
his offence. As to Ephrem, the true thief having been difco- 
vered, he was honourably acquitted, after feventy days con- 
finement. This event the faint relates at length in his Confef- 
fion (a). God was pleafed to give him this ienfible proof of 
the fweetnefs, juftice, and tender goodnefs of his holy provi- 
dence, which we are bound to adore in refignation and filence; 
waiting till the curtain fhall be drawn afide, and the whole 
economy of his loving difpenfations to his elect difplayed in its 
true amiable light, and placed in its full view before our eyes 
in the next life. Though, to take a view of the infinite wif- 
dom, juftice and fanctity which God difpJayeth in all the dif- 
penfations of his providence, we muft take into the profpe£i: 
the rewards and punifhments of the next world, and all the 
hidden fprings of this adorable myftery of faith ; yet his divine 
goodnefs, to excite our confidence in him, was pleafed, by 
this revelation to his fervant, to manifefr, in this inftance, his 
attributes jultified in part even in this life, of which he hath 
given us a moft illuftrious example with regard to holy Job. 

St. Ephrem, from the time of his baptifm which he received 
foon after this accident, began to be more deeply penetrated 
with the fear of the divine judgement, and he had always pre- 
sent to his mind the rigorous account he was to give to God of 
all his actions, the remembrance of which was to him a fource 
of almoft uninterrupted tears. Hoping more cafily to fecure his 
Salvation in a ftatc in which his thoughts would never be di- 
verted 



{,1) On this genuine work fee 
Aileinnrii (Op. T. I. p, 119. ib. 
1*10 1 eg. c. 1. & T. 2. p. 37. 
Item IJiblioth. Orient. T. 1. p. 
ji\ 1.) '1 hedifciplcs of St Kplucin 
« oiinnitted to writing thi* lame 
hiftory, as they had often he:ird 

5t from lus jpgujh. £gc a{ g 



hnvc fo many relations of it. 
One formerly publiihed by Ger. 
Voiliu?;, is re- pub] i flic d by A/fe- 
mani (T. 3. p. 23.) But the molt 
complete account is that given 
lib iu die faint's confcliion, ex- 
tant in \hc nc\v Vatican edition* 
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verted from it- foon after he was baptized he took the mo- 
naftick habit, and put himfelf under the direction of a ho!]? 
abbot, with whofe leave he chofe for his abode a little her- 
mitage in the neighbourhood of the monaftery. He feemed 
to fet no bounds to his fervour. He lay on the bare ground, 
often fafied whole days without eating, and watched a grea£ 
part of the night in prayer. It was a rule obferved in all 
the mon after ies of Mefopotamia and Egypt, that every reli- 
gipus man mould perform his talk of manual labour, of which 
he gave an account to his fuperiour at the end of every week* 
The work of thefe monks was always painful, that it might be? 
a part of their penance ; and it was fuch as was compatible 
with private prayer, and a conftant attention of the mind to 
God ; for they always prayed or meditated at their work : and 
for this purpofe, the firft tafk which was enjoined a young 
monk was to get the pfalter by heart. The profits of their la- 
bour, above the little pittance which was necefTary for their 
mean fubfiftence in their penitential ftate, were always given 
to the poor. St. Ephrem made fails for fhips. Of his poverty 
he writes thus in his Teftament : cc Ephrem hath never pofTeiTed 
" purfe, ftaff, or fcrip, or any other temporal eftate$ my heart 
#< hath known no affection for gold or filver, or- any earthly 
<c goods." He was naturally cholerick, but fo perfectly did 
he fubdue this paflion, that mecknefs was one of the mod 
confpicuous virtues in his character, and he was ufually ftyled^ 
The ?ncck, or the peaceable man of God. He was never known to* 
difpute or contend with any one : with the moft obftinate fin- 
ners he ufed only tears and intrcaties. Once, when he had 
fafted feveral days, the brother, who was bringing him a mefs 
of pottage made with a few herbs for his meal, let fall the pot^ 
and broke it. The faint feeing him in confufion, faid chcar- 
fully : <c As our fupper will not come to us, let ws go to it. '* 
And fitting down on the ground by the broken pot, he picked 
up his meal as well as he could. Humility made the faint re- 
joice in the contempt of himfelf, and finccrcly defiro that nit 
men had inch a knowledge and opinion of his bafenefs and no- 
thingnefs as to defpife him from their hearts, and to look upon 
him moft unworthy to hold any rank among creatures. This 
iincere fpirit of profound humility all his words, actions and 
writings breathed in a moft aflcciing manner. His two Confrf- 
(ions, or Reprehenjions of ' hhnf lf arr: only cfTufions of his heart 
in thefe difpofitions. The iirli: he begins as follows (3) : cc Have 
44 pity on nic, all ye that have bowels of companion." Then 
he earneftly begs their prayers that he may find mercy with 
{.j'odj though he was from his infancy an uf clefs abandoned vcf* 

( \) T. 1. p. io. e.i V'aluan,v t 
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fel. He laments his fpiritual miferies in the moft moving 
words, declaring that he trembles left, as flames from heaven 
devoured him who prefumed to offer profane fire on the altar, 
fo he fhould meet with the fame judgment for appearing before 
God in prayer, without having the fire of his divine love in his 
heart. He invites all men to weep and pray for him, making 
a publick confeffion of the failings which his pure lights difco- 
vered in his affections 3 for in thefe, notwithftanding his ex- 
traordinary progrefs in the contrary virtues, he feemed to him- 
felf to difcern covetoufnefs, jealouly, and floth, though he ap- 
peared of all men the moft remote from the very fhadow of 
thofe vices. And by tears of compunction he ftudied more and 
more to purify his heart, that God might vouchfafe perfectly 
to reign in it. The fecond part of this work is a bitter accu- 
fation'of his pride; which fin, as he adds, deftroys even the 
gifts of God in a foul, blafts all her virtues, and renders them 
a moft hlthy abomination : for all our virtues will be tried at 
the laft day by a fire which only humility can ftand. He la- 
ments how pride infects the whole world 5 that fome, by a 
Itrange frenzy, feek to gratify it in earthly fooleries, and the 
moft fdly vanities, on which the opinion of madmen has ftamped 
a pretended dignity, and imaginary value. He laments bitter- 
ly, that even fpiritual men are in danger of finning, by taking 
pride in virtue itfelf, though this be the pure gift of God - y and 
when by his mercy we are enriched with it, we are, neverthe- 
lefs, bafe and unprofitable fervants. In his fecond Reprehc?ifio?i 
of hi?nfclf (4), after having elegantly demonftrated a particular 
providence infpecting and governing the minuteft affairs and 
circumftanccs, he grievoufly accufes himfelf of having enter- 
tained a doubt of it in his youth, before his convcrfion to God. 
He condemns himfelf as guilty of vain-glory, , floth, lukewarm- 
nefs, immortiftcation, inevcrcncc in the church, talkativenefs, 
contcntioufnefs, and other Tins. He fears left his repentance 
fhould be like that of Efau, and begs the pity and prayers of all 
men for an infamous blind leper. He weeps to fee that fame 
men had conceived an cftccm for him to whom none was due; 
and he cries out to them : " Take oft" my falfe covering, and 
ci you will fee in me nothing hut worms, flench, and filth: 
cc remove the cloak of Lypocrify, and you will find me an hi- 
cc dcous and naufeous fepulchre." He compares himfelf to the 
Pharifecs, as wearing only the habit of the prophets and faints, 
'to his heavier condemnation ; for vice, covered with a mafk ol 
virtue, is always more odious and detefiahle. In another Con- 
j'i'lJioi.'*, ajtiTacaifinghiinli.il of floth, pride, uncharitablencu:, 
and other fins, he mott movingly in treats all men to weep for 

him ; 
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July 9. Sc. E P H R E M, Doftor, C. 69 

him; wifhing they could fee the extreme miferics of his heart, 
which could not fail moft powerfully to excite their compaf- 
fion, though they could not be able to bear the hideous fight 
of the load of his monftrous iniquities. Honours and commen- 
dations ferved to increafe the faint's humility. Hearing himfeJf 
one day praifed, he was not able to fpeak, and his whole body 
was covered with a violent fweat, caufed by the inward agony 
and confufion of his foul at the conlideration of the lait day ; 
for he was feized with extreme fear and dread, thinking that he 
fhould be then overwhelmed with fhame, when his bafenefs and 
hypocrify ihould be proclaimed, and made manifeft. before all 
creatures, efpecially thofe very perfons who here commended 
him, and whom he had deceived by his hypocrify. We may 
hence eafily judge how much the thought of any elevation or 
honour affrighted him. When a certain city fought to choofe 
him bifhop, he counterfeited himfelf mad. 

Compunction of heart is the fifter of fincere humility and pe- 
nance, and nothing feemed more admirable in our faint than 
this virtue. Tears feemed always ready to be called forth in 
torrents as often as he raifed his heart to God, or remembered 
the fweetnefs of his divine love, the rigour of his judgements, 
or the fpiritual miferies of our fouls. ct We cannot call to 
44 mind his perpetual tears, fays St. Gregory of NyfTa, without 
4C melting into tears. To weep feemed almoft as natural to 
fct him as it is for other men to breathe. Night and day his 
44 eyes feemed always fwimming in tears. No one could meet 
cc him at any time, who did not lee them trickling down his 
4C checks." He appeared always drownt-d in an abyfs of com- 
punction. This was always painted in mod linking features on 
his countenance, the light of which was, even in his filence, a 
moving inftru6lion to all that beheld him. T his (pi lit of com- 
punction gave a lingular energy to all his words and writings: 
it never forfakes him, even in pancgy ricks or in treating of 
fubjc<£ts of fpiritual joy. Wheie he fpeaks of the felicity of pa- 
radife or the fweetnefs of divine love in tranfports of over- 
flowing hope and joy, he never lofes fight of the motives of 
compunction, and always returns to his tears. In his difcourles 
On Compunction he llrongly enforces the obligation of this 
virtue, and mofl. pathetically invites all men to join him in per- 
petual tears, which he calls, tc The daily bread of this life to 
fpiritual men, who by them obtain the divine mercy and 
graces which no trealures can purchaie." (5) By the con- 

1/ 3 tinual 
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inual remembrance of the Jaft judgment (b) he nourifhed in 
his foul this conftant profound fpirit of compunction. St. Gre- 
gory of Nyfla writes, that no one can read his difcourfes on 
that fubject without diflblving into tears, fo awful is the repre- 

fentation, 



(h) For a fpecimcn of his dif- 
courfes, which he was forced 
often to interrupt by his own 
tears, and thole of his whole 
auditory, here is inferted an ab- 
ftracl of his longer! fermon On the 
Secc?id Corning of 'Cbrifi, T. 2. (t Be- 

ci loved of Chrift, lend a favour- 
<« able attention to what I am 

cc g°i n g t0 f a y 011 tne dreadful 
Ci coming of cur Lord. Re- 

« s mem bring that hour, I trem- 

ec ble with an excefs of fear. 
• c for who can relate thofe hor- 
e< rible things ? what tongue 
ct can ex'prefs them? When the 
ei king of kings, arifing from 
ei his throne of glory, fhall de- 
<( fcend, and fit the juft judge, 
c< calling to an account all the 
inhabitants of the earth. At 
ic this thought I am ready to 
ec fwoon away ; my limbs quake 
" for fear, my eyes fwim in tears, 
cc my voice fails, my lips fhrink, 
* c my tongue falters, and my 
" thoughts are wrapt up in fi- 
CL lence. 1 am obliged to dc- 
tl nouncc ihcfe thingj to you : 
yet fear will not fuller me to 
i pea !> . A 1 o u d th u n d er now a f- 
,£ frights us ; how then ill a 1 1 we 
Ct Hand at the found of the Lift 
Cc trumpet, louder than any thun- 
tc d.r, fummoiiing the dcud to 
Ci rife? Then the bones of all 
<c ;ncn in the bowels cf the earth, 
" hearing this voice, fhall fiu. 
Cl denly run, and feck out thcii 
t( joints ; and, in the twinkling 
Ai of an eye, we fhall fee all men 
c " rifen and affcnibled to i ti c 7 

J 4 : v, crv.The great king f) f aHcom.~ 
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mand, and inftantly the earth 
quaking, and the troubled fea 
mall give up the dead which 
'* they poffefs, whether devoured 
*' by iifli, bcafts, or fowl. All 
** in a moment fhall appear pre- 
" fent, and not a hair will be 
c< wanting. 11 He goes on de- 
fcribing the frightful fire con- 
fuming all things on the earth ; 
the angels feparating the fheep 
and the goats ; the ftandard of 
the great king, that crofs on 
which he was nailed, mining 
bright, and borne before him ; 
men {landing to meet this tremen- 
dous majeily, revolving their own 
deeds; the juil with joy, the wick- 
ed worfe than dead with fear ; 
the angels and cherubims appear- 
ing, hnging Holy, Holy, Ho- 
ly : the heavens opened, and the 
King of kings revealed in fuch 
incomparable glory, that the 
heavens and the earth will fly 
from before his face. Who then, 
fays he, can Hand ? He places 
before our eyes the books opened, 
and all our actions, thoughts, and 
words, called to an account. Ho 
then criesout : " What tears ought 
" we ne: to fhed night and day, 
" without ir.termiflion, for that 
** U . rible appearance ?'* Here the 
vc uerahle old man was no longer 
role to break through his ihdis 
and tears, and flood filent. M'he 
auditory cried out : " Tell us 
44 what more terrible things will 
*< follow." He anfwered, "•Then 
<c all mankind will Hand ■ ith 
*' eyes call down, bctivci-*: life 

** and death, heaven and daiii- 

4t nation,, 
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fentation, and fo ftrong and lively the image which he paints 
of that dreadful day. Almofi every object he faw called it 
afrefh to his mind. He tells us (6), that when he lived in Edef- 
fa, he happened to go out of the city early one morning, ac- 

F 4 companied 
(6) Serm. 2. de Compuncl. T, 1. p. 158. 



ct 
cc 
«c 
cc 



Cc nation, before the tribunal ; 
*< and all decrees of men fhall 
tc be called to a rigorous exami- 
*' nation. Wo to me! I defire 
to tell you what things will 
follow, but my voice fails me 
through fear, and I am loft in 
confuiion and anxiety : the 
very rchearfal of thefe things 
*' { ia molt dreadful." The au- 
dience repeated again : " Tell 
<f us the rcil, forCiod's Take, for 
<e our advantage and falvation." 
He therefore proceeded, " Then, 
" beloved ot Chrift, fhall be re- 
quired in all chriftians the feal 
of baptifm, entire faith, and 
that beautiful renunciation 
which they made before wit- 
" nefles, faying, I renounce Sa- 
tan, and all his works : not 
one, or two, or rive, but all 
*' the works of the devil In 
that hour this renunciation 
will be demanded of us, and 
happy is he who fhall have 
kept it faithfully as he pro- 
<i niifed." Here he flopping in 
tears, they cried again : " Tell 
tl us alio what follows this. 
He anfvvcrcd : " 1 will tell you in 
4< my grief, I will fpeak through 
" my fighs and tears : thefe things 
" cannot be related without 
" tears, for they sire extremely 
" dreadful." The people in- 
treated again: " O fervunt of 
(iod, we befeech you to in- 
llmd us fully." The holy 
man, again linking his breail and 
weeping more bitterly, laid : " O 

" my brethren, beloved oi Chi ill, 
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how forrowful, and how fright- 
ful things do you defire to 
hear? O terrible hour! Wo 
to me, wo to me. Who will 
dare to relate, or who will 
bear to hear this lafl and hor- 
rible rehearfal ? All you who 
have tears, figh with me : and 
you who have not, hear what 
will befall you ; and let us not 
neglect our falvation. Then 
mail they be feparated, without 
hopes of ever returning to each 
other again, bifhops from fel- 
low-bifhops, priefts from fel- 
low-priefls, deacons from fel- 
low-deacons, fubdeacons and 
lectors from their fellows; 
thofe who were kings, as the 
bafclt flaves : children from 
parents ; friends from kindred 
and intimates. Then princes, 
philofophers, wifemen of the 
world, feeing themfclvcs thus 
parted, mail cry out to the 
faints with bitter tears : Fare- 
well eternally, faints and fcr- 
vants of God : farewell pa- 
rents, children, relations and 
friends : farewell prophets, 
apollles, and martyrs : fare- 
well Lady Mother of God; 
you prayrd much for us that 
we might be faved, but we 
would not. Farewell life- my- 
inj»;crols: farewell pnradiic of 
delights, kingdom without end, 
the heavenly Jcrufnlem. Fare- 
well ye a(i : we ihall never 
more behold otic of you, hnflert* 
ing to our torment without cnjl 
or reft," &c. 
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companied "with two brethren; and beholding the heavens beau- 
tifully fpangled with bright ftars, he faid to himfelf : ** If the 
4t luftre of thefe luminaries be fo dazzling, how will the faints 
cc fhine when Chrift fhall come jn glory ? But fuddenly the 
tc thought of that terrible day firuck my mind, and J trembled 
cc in all my joints, and was feized with convulfions, and in an 
agony of fear, fighing and overwhelmed with a flood of tear?, 
4C I cried out in bitter anguifh of mind : How fhall I be then 
41 found ? Kow fhall I ftand before that tribunal ? A monger 
infected with pride among the humble and the perfect-, a 
goat among the fheep, and a barren tree without fruit. The 
cc martyrs will fhew their torments, and the monks their v ir- 
cc tues; but thou, alas! O finful, vain and arrogant foul, wilt 
*' only bear thy floth and negligence." His two companions, 
moved by the excefs of his tears, wept with him. The fame 
reflection often on other occafions ftrongly affected him (7). 
He alfo tells us, that when he lay down to take a little repofe 
in the night, he reflected on the excefiive and boundlefs love of 
God, and inffantly rofe again to pay him the tribute of the moil: 
fervent praife and thanks he was able (8).* ct But being de- 
cc terred, faj's he, by the remembrance of my fins, I began to 
ct melt into tears, and fhould have been difturbed beyond my 
* 6 ftrength, had not the thief, the publican, the finful woman, 
* 6 the Chananean, the Samaritan, and other examples of mer- 
* c cy, given me comfort and courage." He fays, that at other 
times, when he was going to fall afleep, the remembrance of 
his fins banifhed all thoughts of giving reft to his wearied body, 
and made flcep yield to fighs, groans and floods of tears, to 
which he invited himfelf by the example of the penitent David, 
wafhing his bed with briny torrents. For the filence of night 
js the moft proper feafon for our tears (9). The fpotlefs puiity 
*of our faint was the fruit of his fmcere humility, and conflant 
watchfulncfs over himfelf. He fays (jo) that the great St. An- 
tony, out of modefly, would never wafh his feet, or fufter any 
part of his body, except his face and hands, to be feen naked 
by any one. 

St. Ephrem fpent many years in the defcrt, collected within 
himfelf, having his mind railed above all earthly tilings, and 
living as it were out of the flefh, and out of the world, to life 
the cxpreffion of St. Gregory Nazianzen. His zeal drew (eve- 

rat 



(?) Scrm. 2. On the Fear of fouls, il). p. i$?>. ($1) Pnnencfi 4 • 
inter 76. T. 6. p. 500. (9) ib. p, 501. (10) Tr. in ilia Verba, 
Mi tenth tibly C. 10. p. 240, T. i. 
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jal fcvere perfecutions upon him from certain tepid monks, but 
he found a great fupport in the example and advice of St. Ju- 
fian, whofe life he has written. He loft this comfort by the 
'death of that great fervant of God* and about the fame time 
r died, in 338, St. James, bifhop of Nifibis, his fpi ritual direc- 
tor and patron. Not long after this, God infpired St. Ephrem 
to leave his own country, and go to Edefla, there to venerate 
the relicks of the faints, by which are probably meant chiefly 
ihofe of the apoftle St. Thomas. He likewife defired to enjoy 
the converfation of certain holy anchorets who inhabited the 
mountains near that city, which was lbmctimes reckoned in 
Mesopotamia, and fometimes in Syria. Under the weak reigns 
of the Jail; of the Seleucida?, kings of Afia, it was erected into a 
final! kingdom by the princes called Abgars. As the faint was 
going into Edefia, a certain courtefan fixed her eyes upon him, 
which when he perceived he turned away his face, and faid with 
indignation : " Why doft thou gaze upon me?" To which fhe 
made this fmart reply: " Woman was formed from man; but 
" you ought always to keep your eyes cad down on the earth, 
cc out of which man was framed." St. Ephrem, whofe heart 
was always filled with the mod profound fentiments of humility, 
was much {truck and pleafed with this reflection, and admired 
the providence of God which fends us admonitions by all forts 
of means. He wrote a book on thofe words of the courtezan, 
which the Syrians anciently efteemed the moft ufeful and the 
bed: of all the writings of this incomparable doctor, but it is 
now loft. It feems to have contained maxims of humility. St. 
Ephrem lived at Edefia, highly honoured by all ranks and or- 
ders of men. Being ordained deacon of that church, he became 
an apoftle of penance, which he preached with incredible zeal 
and fruit. He from time to time returned into his defert, there 
to renew in his heart the fpirit of compunction and prayer; but 
always came out of his wildernefs, inflamed with the ardour of 
a Baptift, to announce the divine truths to a world buried in 
ipiritual darknefc and infenfibility. The faint was endued 
with great natural talents which he had improved by ftudy and 
contemplation. He was a poel, and had read lomething of lo- 
j»ick •> but had no tincture of the reft of the (jivcian philofophy. 
This want of the heathenilh learning and pmlane fcicncc was 
fupplied by his good fenfe and uncommon penetration, and the 
diligence with which he cultivated his faculties by moic fublime- 
hicred ftudics. lie learned very accurately the doctrinu of the 
catholiek faith, was well veiled in the holy fciipuircs, and was 

n peikcl mafter of the Syriack tongue, hi which he vviote with 
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great elegance and propriety. He was pofleiled of an extraordr 
nary faculty of natural eloquence. Words flowed from him 
like a torrent, which yet were too flow for the impetuofity and 
multitude of thoughts with which he was overwhelmed in 
ipeaking on fpi ritual fubje£ts. His conceptions were always 
clear, his di£Hon pure and agreeable. He fpoke with admi- 
rable perfpicuity, copioufhefs and fententioufnefs, in an eafy 
unaffected flyle : and with fo much fweetnefs, fo pathetick a 
vehemence, fo natural an accent, and fo ftrong emotions of 
his own heart, that his words feemed to carry with them an 
Irrefiftible power. His writings derive great ltrength from the 
genius and natural bold tropes of the oriental languages ap- 
plied by fo great a matter, and have a graceful beauty and force 
which no tranflation can attain : though his works are only im- 
petuous efhifions of an overflowing heart, not ftudied compo- 
sitions. What recommends them beyond all other advantages 
of eloquence, is, they are all the language of the heart, and a 
heart penetrated with the m oft perfect fentiments of divine love, 
confidence, compunction, humility and all other virtues, 
They prefent his ardent, humble and meek foul fuch as it 
was, and fhew how ardently he was occupied only on the 
great truths of falvation ; how much he humbled himfelf with- 
out intermiffion, under the Almighty hand of God, infinite 
in fan-flit}' and terrible in his juftice : with what profound awe 
he trembled in the conftant attention to his adorable pretence, 
and at the remembrance of his dreadful judgment and with 
what fervour he both preached and praflifed the moft au- 
ftere penance, labouring continually with all his ftrength 
cc to prepare himfelf a treafure for the laft hour," as he ex- 
preflcs himfelf. His words ftrongly imprint upon the fouls of 
others thofe fentiments with which he was penetrated : they 
carry light and conviflion ; they never fail to flrike, and 
pierce to the very bottom of the foul. Nor is the fire which 
they kindle in the brcaft a palling warmth, hut a flame which 
devours and deftroys all earthly affeflions, transforms the foul 
into itfelf, and continues, without abating, the lading force of 
its activity (c) m " Who that is proud," fays St. Gregorv of 

Ny/lli, 



(c) The works of St. K phi cm 
?ire partly fennonsor trafts on pi- 
ous fub jet-Is, partly devout prayers, 
partly commentaries on the holy 
foripture, and partly controvert! a 1 
waitings ngninfl. the Brians, lui- 
nomians., Manichcc9,j Nova- 



tians, Maflalians, and M.ircio- 
nites, with the lives of St.Abra- 

amius, St. Julian &c. in the pole- 
mick writings his Jtyle is not dry, 
as is nfual in fuch works, but filled 
with fentiments of devotion, and 

he breathes every where an in- 

CNprefliblc 
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Jfyfla,' " would not become the hurnbleft of men by reading 
cc his difcourfe on humility ? Who would not be inflamed with. 
«« a divine fire by reading his treatife on charity ? Who would 
jet n ot wifh to be chafte in heart and fpirit, by reading the 
« praifes he has given to virginity ?" ^ 

. The faint though moft auftere to himfelf, was difcreet in the 
direction of others, and often repeated this advice, that it is 
3 dangerous ftratagem of the enemy to induce fervent converts 
to embrace in the beginning exceflive mortifications (io). 
Wherefore it behoves them not to undertake without prudent 
counfel ; any extraordinary practices of penance j but always 
fuch in which they will be able to perfevere with conftancy and 
chearfulnefs. Who ever laid on a child a burden of an hundred 
pounds weight, under which he is fure to fall ? The faint be- 
gins his Sljcetick Sermon by faying, that his own flnfulnefs per- 
fuaded him to keep filence ; for his eyes only delighted in tears 
to bewail in ftreams, night and day, the wounds of his own 
foul. But grief compelled him to open his mouth, feeing that 
tepidity fhouid find place even among monks, and that fome 

of 



(10) Serm. Afcetico. w p. 4. 



fcxpreflible ardour to praife and 
glorify God, whilft he folidly 
confutes the hereticks by the 
fcriptures and authority of the 
, church. St. Gregory of Nyf- 
jfa, and other ancients inform 
U a that he wrote commentaries 
on all the books both of the 
pld and New Teftament with 
no lefs perfpicuity than learning : 
jthofe on the hiftorical parts and 
Jthe prophets only are extant, 
T. 4. and 5. See cfpecially his 
.devout prayer for the time of 

Temptation, &c. T. 1. p. 193. 
Several of his works were trans- 
lated into Latin, and publiihcd 
at Rome in 1589 by Gerard 
Yoflius or Vol kens Provoil of 
Tongrcs. A Greek edition of 
the lame was printed at Oxford 
in 1709, by the care of Mr. 
Kdward Thwaites. A more 
complete edition of this father's 
works was given tothepublick at 



Rome in fix volumes in folio, in 
1732, and 1743, under the di- 
rection of Cardinal Querini, li- 
brarian of the Vatican, and 
monfignor Jofeph A Hem an i, firit 
prefect of the fame library. 
In this we have the original Sy- 
Hack text of a good part of thefe 
works, and the ancient Greek 
verfion of the reft: The latin 
tranflation is the work partly 
of Gerard Voilius,' partly of F. 
Peter Bcncdctti, a Maronitc Je- 
fnit who lived at Rome ; and in 
the lail volumes, of Stephen 
Afl'emani, archbiihop of Apa- 
nica, who alfo publiihed the 
Chaldaick a£ls of tjie Martyrs* 
and is nephew of the a fore laid 
Jofeph Afl'emani. The Greek 
text in the lail volumes, cfpeci- 
ally in the 6th, is publifhed very 
incorrect. See Memoirs do Trc- 
voux for January 1756. p. 146. 
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of them fhould at any time, interrupt their aufterities and 
penance, weeping one day, and laughing the next, whereas 
their whole life ought to be an uninterrupted courfe of labour. 
He admires the humility and conftant mortification of the an- 
cient monks ; but fays : " Alas ! God took them as filming 
4C diamonds or refined gold from among us, who are unwor- 
<c thy of fuch examples." Exhorting always to fervour, he of- 
ten repeats, that Jife is the time of our trafick, and very fhort j 
the recompence immenie, and the account we are ro give, 
moft terrible (nj. He advifes every one to have this fentcnce 
written in the beginning of his book, 44 May floth be banilhed 
* c from my foul for ever and ever and fays that to be fervent 
only by fits is for a man to build with one hand by mortifica- 
tion one day what he deftroys the next by relaxation (12). 
He obferves that the devil being always vanquifhed by the fer- 
vent, fays : <c I will then go to my friends the floth fill* with 
tc whom I fhall have no need of ftratagems. I have but to 
* c fetter them with thofe chains with which they are delight- 
* c ed (13)." He exhorts us often to repeat to ourfelves againft 
floth : " Yet a little of thy journey remains, and thou fhalt 
* fi arrive at the place of reft : then take it, but not on the road 
* c (14)." He teaches that obedience is only proved to proceed 
from virtue when ttied in harfli precepts : for even wild beafb 
grow tame by kindnefs (15). " In his fermon on the holy 
tc Crofs and on Charity, he honours with the higheft epithets 
tc that holy inftrument of our redemption, which, he fays, 
* 6 all nations venerate, and which faving fign we mark on our 
ct doors, foreheads, eyes, mouth, breaft and our whole 
<c body (d)m 9 * In his Nccrofvna^ he teaches that fouls receive 
fentcnce at the divine tribunal by a particular judgment, as 
foon as they are departed (16), that the good are imme- 
diately admitted to the enjoyment of God fiy), and that 
they who die under the guilt of venial fin, or without having 

expiate J 

(11) lb. p. 40. Sec. (12) Scrm. Panen. T. 1 p 166 
{13) Tctrafyllabus. p. 181. (14J L. de Virtute, C- 4. T, i.p. 
2i<> 

(icj) lb. p. 201. {16) T. 6. Can. 17. {17) .lb. can. 



({I) Oy Ti-po'juvvM'ri irciYTac tcc 
tOvv hcu Aoto/ (J < ' p. ?A$-) 

Nothing can be cK arer than the 
text;; collected by Ceillier, (T. tf. 
p loi.) from the wiiiings of St. 

Eplnem in favour oi' the real 



piefence of the fnered body oi 

Chriil in the holy luichariih 
See on them the judicious re- 
marks of an able critic k. Mem. 

de Trevoux. January, »75 l '» 
V 55- 
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expiated it by fatisfaction, fuffer in the flames, of purgatory 5 
, fcut are relieved, by the facrifices, prayers and other good works 
of the faithful on earth (18). The works of this father de- 
mon (Irate the uniformity in faith of the Syriack church in the 
' fourth century with that of the univerfal church of all ages. 

St. Ephrem, brought many idolaters to the faith, and. 
converted great numbers of Arians, Sabellians and other here- 
ticks. St. Jerom commends a book which he wrote againft 
the Macedonians, to prove the divinity of the Holy Ghoft. 
He eftablifhed the perfect efficacy of penance againft the No- 
vatians who, though the boldeft and moft infolent of men, 
feemed like children without ftrength before this experienced 
champion, as St. Gregory of Nyfla allures us. Not Jefs glo- 
rious were his triumphs over the Miilenarians, Marcionites 
Manichees, and the difciples of the impious Bardefanes who 
denied the refurreclaon of the nefh, and had in the foregoing 
century Ipread his errours at Edeffa, by fongs which the people 
learned to fing. St. Ephrem to minifter a proper antidote 
againft this poifon, compofed elegant catholick fongs and 
poems which he taught the inhabitants both of the city and 
cour jry with great fpiritual advantage, Apollinaris began 
openly to broach his herefy a little before the year 376, deny- 
ing in Chrift a human foul, which he pretended that the di- 
vine perfon fupplied in the humanity : whence it would have 
followed that he Was not truly man, but only a/Turned a human 
body, not the complete human nature. St. Ephrem was then 
very old, but he oppofed this new monfter with great vigour. 
Several herefies he crufhed in their birth, and he fuffered much 
from the fury of the Arians under Conftantius, and of the 
Heathens under Julian, but in both thofe perfections reaped 
jrloiious laurels and trophies. 

It was by a divine admonition, as himfelf aflures us (19) 
that about the year 372, he undertook a long journey to pay a 
vifit to St. Bafil. Being arrived at Caelarea he went to the 
great church, where he found the holy bifliop preaching. Af- 
ter the fermon, St. Baftl fent for htm, and afked him by an in- 
ierpreter, if he was not Ephrem, the fervant of Chrift (e) m 

" I am 

Can 15, & 16. (19) In encomio Bafilij. T. 2. 



(<■) I 'mm li is converfing with 
''C liafil by an interpreter ic it; 
''fear that Sc. Ephrem never nn- 
iK-rMood the Greek lan ;uaj»e. 

f'he old vicious trunilation of the 



life of St. Ephrem, under the 
name of St A inphilochins, 
pretends that St. Baiil obtained 

for him miraculoufly the know- 
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€C I am that Ephrem," faid he, " who have wandered affray 
<c from the path of heaven." Then melting into tears, and 
railing his voice, he cried out : cc O my father, have pity on; 
€c finful wretch, and lead me into the narrow path." St, 
Bafil gave him many rules of holy life, and after Jong fpiritua! 
conferences difmifTed him with great efteem, having firfr. or- 
dained his companion prieft. St. Ephrem himfelf never wouiJ 
confent to be promoted to the facerdotal dignity, of which he 
expreffes the greateft dread and apprehenfion, in his Sermon 
on the Priefthood (20). Being returned to Edefla he re- 
tired to a little folitary cell, where he prepared himfelf for . 
his laft paflage, and compofed the latter part of his works. [ 
For not content to labour for the advantage of one age, or one 
people, he ftudied to promote that of all mankind, and all 
times to come. The publick diftrefs under a great famine 1 
called him again out of his retirement in order to ferve, and 
procure relief for the poor- He engaged the rich freely to 
open their coffers, placed beds for the fick in all the publick 
porticos, vifited them every day and ferved them with his 
own hands. The pubiick calamity being over, he haftened 
back to his folitude, where he fhortly after fickened of a fever. 
He wrote about that time his feventy-fix Partsnefes, or moving 
exhortations to penance, confifting in a great meafure of molt 
affective prayers 5 feveral of which are ufed by the Syrians in 
their church office. In this work he writes (21) c< I Ephrem 
* c am now dying. I write my laft will and teftament to 
* c all lovers of truth who fhall rife up after mc. Per- 
cc fevere night and day in prayer. The careful hulband- 
<tf man reapeth a great crop by afllduous labour : fo will 
€C you, if you never interrupt your devotion. Pray without 
c< ceafing." His confidence in the precious fruits of the holy 
facrament of the altar raifed his hope, and inflamed his love, 
efpecially in his paflage to eternity. Thus he exprcfles him- 
felf (22): <c Entering upon fo long and dangerous a journey J 
c< have my viaticum, even Thee, O Son of God. In myex- 
treme fpiritual hunger, I will feed on thec, the repairer of 

" man- 

(20) T. 4. p. 1. cd : Vaticana?. (21) Parxn. 43. p. $02: 

T. 6, ed. Vaticance. (22) Nccrofima can. tfi. p. 355. T. 6. 



ledge of the greek tongue, and 
ordained him prieft. J jut this is 
a double millake, though the 
latter was admitted by JJaillet. 
St. Jerom, Palladium and other 
ancients always llyle him dea- 
con, never pile 11. jNt"' dye.-; 



Pfeudo AmpliilochiiiR fay, that 
St. Bafil railed St. Kphrein, hut 
only his difciplc and companion 
to the priellhood, as the new 
tranflation of this niece, and an 
attentive inflection of the on- 

filial ic$t dcmvnili-ilcj 
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*** mankind. So it fhall be that no fire will dare to approach 
< c me ; for it will not be able to bear the fweet faving odour 
* c of Thy Body and Blood." The circumftances of our 
Saint's death are edifying and deferve our notice. For nothing 
more ftrongly affects our heart, or makes on it a more fenfi- 
ble impreflion than the behaviour and words of great men in 
their laft moments. St. Ephrem was always filled with grief, 
indignation and confufion when he perceived others to treat 
him as a faint, or to exprefs any regard or efteem for him. 
Jn his laft ficknefs he laid this Ariel injunction on his difciples 
and friends (23) : " Sing no funeral hymns at Ephrem's bu- 
rial : fufFer no encomiaftick oration. Wrap not my carcafe 
in any coftly fhroud ; erect no monument to my me- 
mory. Allow me only the portion and place of a pilgrim : 
ec for 1 am a pilgrim and a Granger as all my fathers were on 
" earth." Seeing that feveral perfons had prepared rich 
fhrouds for his interment, he was much afflicted, and he 
charged all thofe who had fuch a defign to drop it, and give 
the money to the poor, which he in particular obliged a rich 
nobleman who had bought a moft fumptuous fhroud for that 
purpofe, to do. St. Ephrem as long as he was able to fpeak, 
continued to exhort all men to the fervent purfuit of virtue, 
as his laft words fufficiently fhew, fays St. Gregory of Nyfla, 
meaning the faint's Teftament, which is ftill extant genuine, 
and the fame that was quoted by St* Gregory, Sozomen, &c. 
In it he fays : " I Ephrem die. Be it known to you all that 
I write this teftament to conjure you always to remember 
me in your prayers after my deceafe (24)/' This he often 
repeats. He protefts that he had always lived in the true 
faith, to which he exhorts all moft firmly to adhere. De- 
ploring and confefling aloud the vanity and finfulncfs of his 
life, he adjures all prcfent that no one would fufTer his fin- 
ful duft to be laid under the altar, and that no one would 
take any of his raggs for relicks, nor fhew him any ho- 
nour, for he was a iinncr and the laft of creatures." But, 
" fays he, throw my body haftily on your fhouldcrs, and caffc 
cc me into my grave, as the abomination of the univerfe. Let 
no one praife me ; for I am full of confufion, and the very 
abflractof bafenefs. To fhew what I am, rather fpit upon 
me, and cover my body with phlegm. Did you fmell the 
ftench of my actions, you would fly from me, and leave 
$c me unburiedj not being able to bear the horrible corruption 

<c of 
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of my fins. He forbids any torches or perfumes, ordering 
his corpfe to be thrown into the common burying-place a- ; 
mong poor Arrangers. He exprefles moft feeling fentiments 
of compunction, and gives his bleftlng to his difciples, with 
a prediction of divine mercy in their favour ; but excepts 
two among them, Aruad and Paulonas, both perfons famed 
for eloquence \ yet he forefaw that they would afterwards 
apoftatize from the cathoJick faith. The whole city was 
aflembled before the faint's door, every one being bathed in 
tears ; and all ftrove to get as near to him as poflible, and to 
Jiften to his laft in ft ructions. A lady of great quality named 
.Lamprotata, falling at his feet begged his leave to buy a cof- 
fin for his interment : to which he alien ted on condition 
that it fhould be a very mean one, and. that the lady would 
promife to renounce all vanities in a fpirit of penance, and 
never again to be carried on the fhoulders of men or in a 
chair : all which fhe chearfully engaged herfelf to perform. 
The faint having ceafed to fpeak continued in filent prayer till 
he calmly gave up his foul to God. He died in a very ad- 
vanced age about the year 378. His feftival was kept at 
EdeiTa immediately after his death. On it St. Gregory of 
Nyfla foon after fpoke his panrgyrick at the requeft of one 
Ephrem, who havin'g been taken captive by the I/maelites had 
recommended himfelf to this faint his patron, and had been 
wonderfully delivered from his chains and from many dangers. 
St, Gregory clofes his difcourfe with this addrefs to the faint. 
cc You are now a (lifting at the divine altar, and before the 
cc prince of life with the angels, praifing the moft holy Tri- 
" nity : remember us all, and obtain for us the pardon of our 
" fins." The true martyrology of Bede calls the ninth of 
July the day of his depofition ; which agrees with Palladium, 
who places his death in harveflr-time, though the Latins have 
long kept his feflival on the rirft of February, and the Greek* 
on the twenty-eighth of January. PJis perpetual tears, far 
from disfiguring his J ace, made it appear more ferene and 
beautiful, and his very afpect raifed the veneration of all who 
beheld him. M he Greeks paint him very tall, bent with old 
age, of a fweet and beautiful countenance, with his eyes fwim- 
ming in tears, and the venerable marks of fanc~iity in his looks 
and habit. St. Auflin fays, that Adam in paradife praifed 
God, and did jiot figh : but in our p relent ft ate, a principal 
function of our prayer conilfts in fighs and compunction. 

Divine love, as Si. Gregory ubferves (24), our baniihmcnt from 

God 
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God, our dangers, our paft fins, our daily offences, and the 
weight of our own fpiritual miferies, and thole of the whole 
world call upon us continually to weep, at leaft fpiritually and 
in the defire of our heart, if we cannot always with our 
eyes. Every obje£t round about us fuggetts many motives to 
excite our tears. We ought to mingle them even with our 
hymns of praife and love. Can we make an a£i of divine 
love, without being pierced with bitter grief and contrition, 
reflecting that we have been fo bafe and ungrateful as to have 
offended our infinite good ! Can we prefume without trem- 
bling to fing his praifes with our impure affections, or to pro- 
nounce his adorable name with our defiled lips ? And do we 
not firft endeavour by tears of compunction to wa(h away the 
flains of our fouls, begging to be fprinkled and cleanfed by 
hyffop dipped, not in the blood of fheep or goats, but in the 
blood of the fpotlefs lamb, who died to take away the fins of 
the world ? If the moft innocent among the faints 'weeps con- 
tinually from motives of holy love, how much more cuohc 
the finner to mourn ? " The voice of the turtle hath been 
« 4 heard in our land (26)." If the turtle, the emblem of in- 
nocence and fidelity, makes its delight to mourn folitary in 
this defert ; what ought not the unfaithful foul to do ? The 
penitent finner inftead of the fighs of the turtle ought to pour 
forth his grief in loud groans, imitating the doleful cries of the 
oftrich, and in torrents of tears, by which the deepeft fbr- 
row for having offended fo good a God forces his broken heart 
t» give it Vent. 



(26) Cant. ii. 1 2: 



On the fame DAY 
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The Martyrs of Gorcum. Nineteen pricfls and religious men 
who were taken by the Calvinifts in Gorcum, after fuffering many 
intuits, were hanged on account of their religion at Bril, on the 
ninth of July 1572. Of thefe, eleven were Francifcan friars called 
Kccollefts, of the convent in Gorcum, namely Nicholas Pick, 
guardian, thirty-eight years old, an eminent preacher, and a inai 
endued with the primitive fpirit of his Order, efpecially the love or 
holy poverty (a) and mortiJication : Jerom Wcrdan, vicar, and nine 

VoL - 111 - G compa. 

00 He feared the lead fupcr- often fay : " I fear if St. Franci* 

iluicy even in the mcancft and " woe livinjr, he would not 

molt ncceffary things, efpc- " approve ot this or that." 

cially m meals ; and he would 1U was moft zealous to prelerve 
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companions ; one Dominican friar, two Norbertins, one Canon Re- 
gular of the Order of St. Auftin, called John Oofterwican (b) ; 
three curates and other fecular priefts. The £rfl of thefe curates 
was Leonard Vechel, the elder paftor at Gorcum. He had gained 
great reputation in his theological ftudies at Louvain under the cele- 
brated Ruard Tapper ; and in the difcharge of paftoral duties at 
Gorcum, had joined an uncommon zeal, piety, eloquence and 
learning with fuch fuccefs, that his practice and conduct in difficult 
cafes was a rule for other curates of the country, and his decifions 
were regarded as oracles at the univerfity itfelf. For the relief of 
the poor, efpecially thofe that were (ick, he gave his temporal fub- 
ftance with iuch tendernefs and profufion as to feem defirous, had 
it been poflible, to have given them himfelf. He reproved vice 
without refpecl of perfons ; and by his invincible meeknefs and 
patience difarmed and conquered many, who had been long deaf 
to all his remonftrances, and added only ihfults to their obftinacy. 
Nicholas Poppel was the fecond paftor at Gorcum, and though in- 
feriour in abilities, was in zeal worthy to be the collegue of Ve- 
chel, and to attain to the fame crown with him. The reft of this 
happy company had made their lives an apprenticefhip to martyrdom. 
They were declared martyrs, and beatified by Clement X. in 1674. 
The relation of feveral miracle* performed by their intercefTion and 
relicks, which was fent to Rome in order to their beatification, is 
publifhed by the Bollandifts (1 ). The greateft part of their relicks 
is kept in the church of the Francifcan friars at BrufTels. — See the 
accurate hiftory of their martyrdom written by the learned dodtor 
William Eftius, printed at Don ay in 1603. Alfo Batavia Sacra 
Part z. p. 174. 

(1) Julij T. z. p. 746. 



this fpirit of poverty and penance 
in his houfe, and he ufed to call 
property and fupcrfluity the bane 
of a religious ftate. His con- 
flanc chearfulncfs rendered piety 
and penance itfelf amiable. He 
often had thefe words in his 
mouth : " We mull always 
" ferve God with chearfulnefs." 
He had frequently cxprefTed an 
caincft dc&xc to «lie a martyr, 



but finccrely confefled himfelf 
altogether unworthy qf that ho- 
nour. 

■ 

(b) John Oofterwican was di- 
rector to a convent of nuns, of the 
fame Order, in Gorcum. He 
was then very old, and had 
often prayed that God would 
honour him with the crown of 
martyrdom. 
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The Seven Brothers Martyrs, and St* 

Felicitas their Mother. 



From their genuine a£is in Ruiriart, and Tillemont t T. 2. 
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in the fecond Century. 
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THE illuftrious martyrdom of thefe faints has been juftly 
celebrated by the holy fathers. It happened at Rome 
under the emperour Antoninus, that is, according to fe- 
veral ancient copies of the acts, Antoninus Pius (a). The fe- 
ven brothers were the fons of St. Felicitas, a noble pious 
chriftiah widow in Rome, who brought them up in the molt 
perfect fenitments and practice of heroick virtue. After the 
death of her hufband {he ferved God in a flate of continency 
(b) and employed herfelf wholly in prayer 3 fafting and works 
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(a) Coillier and forne others 
think this emperour to have been 
M. Aurelius Antoninus Philofo- 
phu-, who was a persecutor, 
ami reigned with Lucius Vcrus, 
the latter was abfent from Rome 
in the Parthian war from 162 
to 1 06: on which account, fay 
thole authors, he did not appear 
in this trial. Sec Tillcmont, 



T. 2. p. 326.— — Uut that thefe 
martyrs fuffered under Antoni- 
nus Pius, in the thirteenth 
year oi. liis reij»;n, of Chriil 1^0, 
we aic allured by an old inicrip- 
ttou in fevi.ral ancient MSS ro- 
pics of their acts mentioned by 

Kninart. That ihh emperour 



put feVcral Chriftians to dcad> 
whiJft he was govcrnour of Afia 
before his acccfllon to the em- 
pire. Tertullian teflifies (ad Sea- 
pul.) And that towards the end 
of his reign, notwithstanding 
his former mildncfs towards 
them, Jie again excrcifed the 
fword and torments on them* 
we have an undoubted proof 
in the genuine epitaph of St. 
Alexander, niaityr, produced by 
Aniiij'.hi, Diff. 2. i. 3. c. 22. 
See I'eni in ii.vc. 2. 

( b) aK'/.a in 'Ohiuitat'' pt'rm.inttis 

DtoJutiTii 'iK't'Lt dt rajlitateM, Ruin'. 

Act, binccr. p. 21 . 
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of charity. By the publick and edifying example of 
this lady and her whole family, many idolaters were moved 
to renounce the worfhip of their falfe gods, and to embrace 
the faith of Chrift, which Chriftians were likewife encouraged 
by fo illuftrious a pattern openly to profefs. This raifed the 
fpleen of the Heathenifh priefts, who complained to the ern- 
perour Antoninus that the boldnefs, with which Felicitas pub- 
lickly practifed the chriftian religion, drew many from the 
worfhip of the immortal gods who were the guardians and 
protedlors of the empire, and that it was a continual infult 
on them who on that account were extremely offended and 
angry with the city and whole flatc. They added, that in 
order to appeafe them it was necefTary to compel this lady 
and her children to facrifice to therh. Antoninus being himfelf 
fuperftitious was prevailed upon by this remonftrance to fend 
an order to Publius, the "prefect: of Rome, to take care that 
the priefts fhould be fatisfied, and the gods appeafed in this 
matter. Publius caufed the mother and her fons to be appre- 
hended and brought before him. When this was done he 
took Felicitas afide, and ufed the .ftrongeft inducements to 
bring her freely to facrifice to the gods, that he might not be 
obliged to proceed with feverity againft her and her fons. But 
fhe returned him this anfwer r " Do not think to frighten me 
<c by threats, or to win me by fair fpeeches. The fpirit of 
<c God within me will not fuffer me to be overcome by Satan, 
cc and will make me victorious over all your aflaults." Pub- 
lius faid in great rage : * c Unhappy woman, is it po/Tible you 
€c fhould think death fo dcfirable as not to permit even your 
£c children to live, but force me to deftroy them by the moft 
<c cruel torments ? ci My children, faid fhe, will live etcr- 
<c naUy with Chrifl if they are faithful to him : but muft ex- 
* c pe£t eternal death if they facrifice to idols." The next day 
the prefect, fitting in the fquarc of Mars before his temple, 
fent for Felicitas and her fons, and acldrcfling his fpecch to 
her, faid : cc 'Fake pity of your children, Felicitas : they arc 
* c in the bloom of youth, and may afpirc to the grcateft lio- 
tc Hours and preferments." The holy mother anfwercd : 
* c Your pity is really impiety, and the companion to which 
cc you exhort me would make mc the moft cruel of mo- 
mc thers." Then turning herfelf towards her children, {he 
faid to them : " My fons, look up to heaven where Jcfus 
<c Cluifl with his faints expects you. lie faithful in his love, 
** and fight couragioufly for your fouls." Publius being ex- 
afpeiatcd at this behaviour, commanded her to be cruelly buf- 
feted, ikying ; 4< You arc infolcat indeed* to give them fuch 

" advice 
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cc advice as this in my prefence, in contempt of the orders 

66 of our princes/' 

The judge then called the children to him one after ano- 
ther, and ufed many artful fpeecbes, mingling promifes with 
threats to induce them to adore the gods. Januarius the eldeft 
experienced his aflaults the firft, but refolutely anfwered him : 
<c You advife me to do a thing that is very foolifh, and 
" contrary to all reafon : but I confide in my Lord Jefus 
" Chrifr, that he % will preferve me from fuch an impte- 
tc ty." Publius ordered him to beftripped and cruelly fcourged, 
after which he fent him back to prifon. Felix the fecond bro- 
ther was called next and commanded to facrifice. But the ge- 
nerous youth replied : iC There is one only God. To him we 
" offer the facrifice of our hearts. We will never forfake 
* c the Jove which we owe to Jefus Chrift. Employ all your 
< c artifices ; exhauft all inventions of cruelty : you will never 
" be able to overcome our faith." The other brothers made 
their anfwers feparately, that they feared not a pailing death, 
but everlafting torments ; and that having before their eyes 
the immortal recompences of thejuft, they defpifed the threats 
of men. Martialis who fpoke laft, faid : " All who do not 
* c confefs Chrift to be the true God, ftiall be caft into eternal 
cc flames (c). 99 The brothers after being whipped were re- 
manded to prifon, and the prefect defpairing to be able ever 
to overcome their refolution laid the whole procefs before the 
emperour. Antoninus having read the interrogatory gave an 
order that they fhouid be fent to different judges, and be con- 
demned to different deaths. Januarius was fcourged to death 
with whips loaded with plummets of lead. The two next, 
Felix and Philip, were beaten with clubs till they expired. 
Sylvanus, the fourth, was thrown headlong down a fteep pre- 
cipice. The three youngcft, Alexander, V kalis and Martialis 
were beheaded, and the fame fen te nee was executed upon 
the mother four months after. St. Felicitas is commemorated 
in the Roman martyrology on the twenty-third of November ; 
the fons on the tenth of July : on which day their fcflival is 
marked in the old Roman calendar publilhed by Bucherius (i). 
St. Gregory the Great, delivered his third homily on the Gof- 
pels, on the fcftival of St. Felicitas, in the church built over 
her tomb on the Salarian road. In this difcourfc ho fays, 
ith at this laint " having feven children was as much afraid 
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(c) Omnes qui non confitentur Qbriftujn n/erum tjft Drum, in igntm atir- 
fsum mitttntur* Ruin. p. 23. 
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*< of leaving them behind her on earth, as other mothers are 
* c of furviving theirs. She was more than a martyr, for fee- 
< c ing her feven dear children martyred before her eyes, fce 
<c was in fome fort a martyr in each of them. She was the 
<c eighth in the order of time, but was from the firft to the laft 
* c in pain, and began her martyrdom in the eldeft which £he 
<4 only finifhed in her own death. She received a crown not 
onJy for herfelf, but likewife for all her children. Seeing 
s< them in torments fhe. remained conftant, feeling their pains 
*< by nature as their mother, but rejoicing for them in her 
* c heart by hope/* The fame father takes notice how weak 
faith is in us : in her it was victorious over flefh and blood ; 
but in us is not able to check the fallies of our pa/lions, or to 
wean our hearts from a wicked and deceitful world. * c Let 
<c us be covered with fhame and confufion," fays he, * c that 
* c we fhould fall fo far fhort of the virtue of this martyr, and 
6C fhould fufrer our paflions frill to triumph over faith in our 
cc hearts. Often one word fpoken againfr. us, difturbs our 
* c minds : at the leaft blaft of contradiction we are difcouraged or 
* c provoked : but neither torments nor death were able to /hake 
€C her courageous foul. . . We weep without ceafing when 
cc God requires of us the children he hath lent us : and fhe 
4C bewailed her children when they did not die for Chrift, and 
cc rejoiced when Ihe faw them die." What afflictions do 
parents, daily meet with from the diforders into which their 
children fall through their own bad example or neglect ! Let 
them imitate the earneftnefs of St. Felicitas, in forming to perfect 
virtue the tender fouls which God hath committed to their 
charge, and with this faint they wiJJ have the greateft of all com- 
forts in them ; and will by his grace count as many faints in 
iheir family as they are hie/Ted with children. 

On the fame DAY 

SS. R v f i n a and Skunpa, Virgins, MM. They were 
fillers, and the daughters of one Afterius a man of a fenatorian family 
in Rome. Their father promifed them in marriage, the firft to Ar- 
mcntarius, and the fecond to Vcrinus, who were then both Chriilians, 
but afterwards apoJlatized from the faith when the iloim railed by 
Valerian and Gallien in 257, fell upon the church. The two vir- 
gins refilled their felicitations to imitate their impiety, and lied out 
of Rome : but were overtaken, brought back, and after other tor- 
ments condemned by Junius Donatus, prefect of Rome, to lofc 
their heads. They were conducted twelve miles out of Rome, ex- 
ecuted in a forcil, and buried in the fame place. A chapel was 

faujJt over their tomb, which pope Damafus dcmoJifhed, creeling a 

large 
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large church in its room. A town rofe in the fame place which 
' ■ was called Sylva Candida, and made an epifcopal fee. But the city 
being deftroyed by barbarians in the twelfth century, the bifhoprick 
was united to that of Pprto, and the relicks of the faints were 
trznflated at the fame time, in the year i 120, to the Lateran bafi- 
Jick, where they are kept near the baptiftery of Conflantine. — r> 
See their afts abridged by Tiliemont, T. 4. p. 5. 

JULY 11. 

St. JAMES, Bilhop of Nifibis, C. 

From The odor et PhlL c. I. C3* Hift. I. I. c. 7. Gennadi us? c. r. 
Tilkjjwnt? T. 7. />. 263. Ceillicr* T. 4. Ajjemani Bibl. Ori- 
ent. T. 1. p. 186, fefY. 

About the Year 338. 

' g ^ HI S eminent faint, and glorious doclor of the Syriack 
A church was a native of Nifibis in Mefopotamia, which 
country was then fubje£r. to the eaftcrn empire, though it foon 
after fell under the Perfian yoke. He had a genius rich by 
nature, which he cultivated with indefatigable application; 
though after laying a foundation of the fciences, he confined 
himfelf to facred ftudies. In his youth entring the world he be- 
came foon apprifed of its dangers. He faw that in it only am- 
bition, vanity, and voluptuoufnefs reign ; that men here ufually 
live in a hurry and a crowd, without finding leifurcto look into 
themfelves, or to ftudy that great feience which ought to be 
their only affair. He trembled at the fight of its vices, and 
the flippery path of its pleafures, which, though they feem a- 
greeable at firft, yet when tailed are nothing but bitternefs and 
mortal poifon, and whilft they ilatter the fenfes, deflroy the 
foul ; and he thought it the fafer part to conquer by flight, or 
;it leaft, with the Baptift, to prepare and ftrengthen himfelf in 
retirement, that he might afterwards be the better able to fland 
his ground in the field. He accordingly chofe the highcifc 

mountains for his abode, flickering himfelf in a cave in the 
winter, and the reft of the year living in the woods, continu- 
ally expofed to the open W', And knowing that our greaMl 

G 4 conqudl 
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conqueft is to fubdue ourfelves, in order to facilitate this im- 
portant victory, he joined to affiduous prayer the pra&ice of 
great aufterities. He lived only on wild roots and herbs which 
he eat raw, and had no other garments than a tunick and 
cloak, both made of goat's hair, very coarfe. Notwithftanding 
his defire to Jive unknown to men, yet he was difcovered, and 
many were not afraid to climb the rugged rocks, that they 
might recommend themfeives to his prayers, and receive the 
comfort of his fpiritual advice. He was favoured with the gifts 
of prophecy and miracles in an uncommon meafure, of which 
he gave feveral proofs in a journey he took into Perfia, to vifit 
the new churches that were planting there, and ftrengthen the 
young converts labouring under grievous perfecutions. His 
presence foitifled them in their good refolutions, and infpired 
them with that fpirit of martyrdom which afterward fhewed ic- 
felf in their glorious triumphs. He converted many idolaters, 
and wrought feveral miracles in that country. He fufFered tor- 
ments for the faith in the perfecution continued by Maximi- 
nus II. for Gennadius places him in the number of confe/Fors 
under that tyrant ; and Nicephorus names him among the holy 
bifhops in the council of Nice, who bore the glorious marks 
of their fufferings for Chrift. His perfonal merit and great re- 
putation occafioned his promotion to the fee of Nifibis ; but 
here he frill followed the fame courfe of life he had inured him- 
felf to on the mountains : to his faffs and aufterities adding the 
care of the poor, the correction of finners, and all the other 
toils and hardfhips of epifcopacy. Such was his charity for the 
poor, that he fcemed to poflefs nothing but for their relief. 

Theoderet relates (i) of him, that one day as he was travel- 
ling, he was accofted by a gang of beggars, who had concert- 
ed a plot whereby to impofe upon the iervant of God, with 
the view of extorting money from him, on pretence to bury 
their companion, who lay ffretched on the ground, as if he 
had been dead. The holy man gave them what they afked, 
and u offering up Applications to God as for a foul departed, 
" he prayed that his divine majclty would pardon him the fins 
* { he had committed whilft he lived, and that he would admit 
" him into the company of the faints," fays Theodorct. As 
foon as the; faint was gone by, his companions calling upon 
him to rife and take his fhare of the booty, were ftrangely fur- 
pri fed to find him really dead. Seized with fudden fear and 
grief, they /bricked in the utmoft conflernation ; and imme- 
diately ran after the man of God, caff themfeives at his feet, 
ConfeUed the cheat, begged forgivenefs, and by intreaties and 

mournful 

CO rinlolh. ku IliA. Kclig. c, i. p. 767. 
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Mournful looks pleaded for pity, and befought him by his 
'prayers to reftore their unhappy companion to life, which the 
fiint performed, as this grave author aiTures us. When the 
"jj&refy of Arius was fet abroach, and began to infect many 
Churches, St. James ftrenuoufly exerted himfelf in defending his 
Jjhurch from the contagion, and laboured to crufh the growing 
evil. He afiifted at the council of Nice in 325, as Theodoretand 
Gennadius teftify ; likewife at the council of Antioch held 
tinder St. Euftathius about the year 326. Being at Constanti- 
nople in 336, when Conftantine commanded St. Alexander 
the holy bilhop of that city, to leave his fee in cafe he perfift- 
cd to refufe admitting to communion Arius who had impofed 
on that prince by an hypocritical confellion of faith ; St. James 
exhorted the people to have recourfe to God by failing and 
prayer during feven days : and on the 8th day which was the 
very funday on which Arius was to have been admitted, the 
unhappy man was found dead in a privy into which he had 
ftepped to eafe nature. 

The mod famous miracle of our Thaumaturgus was that by 
which he protected the city of Nifibis from the barbarians, as 
is related by Theodoret both in his religious and ecclefiaftical 
kiftory ; by Theophanes, the Alexandrian chronicle, and even by 
Fhiloftorgius himfelf (2) who, as a rank Arian, cannot be fuf- 
jpe£ted of being toofavourable to St. James. Sapor II. the haughty 
king of Perfia, thrice beiieged Nifibis with the whole ftrength 
of his empire, whilff. our faint was bilhop; and the city was 
ievcry time miraculoufly protected by the prayers of St. James. 
Of thefe fieges the third was the moft remarkable. The death 
of Conftantine the Great happened on the 22d of May in 337, 
after he had reigned thirty nine years, nine months and twenty 
feven days. His valour had kept the barbarians in awe. But 
upon his demife Sapor came, and fat down before Nifibis with 
a prodigious army of foot, horfe, elephants and all forts of war- 
like engines. He firft endeavoured to make a breach in the 
walls by battering rams and mines, but all to no purpofe. At 
length, after feventy days labour, he caufed a dam to be railed 
at a confidcrablc diiiancc from the city thereby to (top the river 
Mygdonius which ran through it ; this he ordered to be broke 
down when the water was at its full height; fo that the vio- 
lence with which it beat againft the wall of the city made a. 
wide breach in it. At this the Perfians rent the air with loud 
ihouts of joy, but deferred the ailault till the next clay that the 
waters might be firft carried ofYj they not being able to make 

their 

(2) Hilt. lib. 3> C. 2> 
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their approaches by reafon of the innundation. m When the;! 
came up to the breach they were ftrangely furprifed to find ano-| 
ther wall which the inhabitants had raifed behind the formei! 
with an aftonifhing expedition, being encouraged by St. Jama 
who remained himfelf all the time in the church at his prayers,' 
by which he conquered like Moles on the mountain. Sapor 
marching up to the breach in perfon fancied he faw a man in 
royal apparel on the wall, whofe purple and diadem caft an 
uncommon brightnefs. This perfon he believed was the Ro-, 
man emperor Conftantius, and threatened to put to death thofc 
who had told him the emperour was at Antioch. But upon 
their giving him frefh aiTurances that Confentius was really there, 
and convinced that heaven fought for the Romans, he threw 
up a javelin into the air, on the motive of impotent revengel 
for taking part againft him. Then St. Ephrem, deacon c! 
Edefla and the faint's difciple, being prefent, entreated him to 
go upon the walls to take a view of the Peifians and pray to 
God that he would defeat the infidel army. The bifliop would 
not pray for the deftrucStion of any one, but he implored the 
divine mercy that the city might be delivered from the calami- 
ties of fo long a fiege. Afterward going to the top of a high 
tower, and turning his face towards the enemy, and feeing the 
prodigious multitude of men and beafts which covered the whole 
country, he faid : " Lord, thou art able by the weakeft means 
* c to humble the pride of thy enemies ; defeat thefe multitude* 
<c by an army of gnats." God heard the humble prayer 
of his fervant, as he had done that of Mofes againft the Egyp- 
tians, and as he had by the like means vanquished the enemies 
of his people when he conducted them out of Egypt (2). For 
fcarce had the faint fpoke thofe words, when whole clouds of 
gnats and flies came pouring down upon the Perfians, got into 
the elephants trunks, the horfes ears and noftrils, which made 
them chafe and foam, throw their riders, and put the whole 
army into confufion and diforder. A famine and pcftilence 
which followed, carried off a great part of the army : and Sa- 
por, after lying four months before the place, fet fire to all 
his own engines of war, and was forced fhamefully to raife the 
fiegc, with the lofs of twenty thoufand men. The faint did not 
long furvivc this glorious event, dying before the end of the 

year 338 (a). The emperour Conilantius, though an Ariau, 

ordered 

(2) Wifdom XVI. 9. 

(✓1) Tillemont and Ceillicr roani demonftratcs it to have 
place ti e death of St. James happened in 338, (In Up. i>- 
about the year 350. But Aiie- lip lire in T. 1.) 
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Ordered, notwithftanding the fevere laws to the contrary then 
vfei force in thofe countries, that his body (hould be interred 
iirithin the city of Nifibis, hoping the faint would ftill remain 
* s protector, as Gennadius teftifies. Julian the apoftate, in 
3j§6i, commanded thefe facred remains to be removed without 
e walls. Upon his death the emperour Jovian, in 363, pur- 
hafed peace from the Perflans by yielding to them Niiibis, Sin- 
ara, and the five Roman provinces upon the Tigris with 
'(great part of Mefopotamia. But the inhabitants of Niiibis who 
-were compelled by Jovian to remove before he delivered up the 
,$ity, carried off with them the facred rclicks of this faint. His 
;name is famous both in the eaftern and weftern martyrologies(£). 
f His learning and writings have procured him a rank next to St, 
JCphrem among the doctors of the Syriack church : his works 
-fyere all written either in the Syriack or in the Armenian lan- 
uages. The viable protection with which God watches over 
)is fervants ought to excite our confidence in him. He a flu re S 
*ius that his tendernefs for them furpafTes the bowels of the moft 
Affectionate mother, and he ftyles himfelf their protector, and 
their fafeguard (3). This made St. Chryfoftom cry out (4) : 
** c Behold I teftify and proclaim to all men with a loud voice, 
1 C and would raife it, were it poilible, louder than any trum- 
* c pet; that no man on earth can hurt a good chrjftian ; nor 
*' even the tyrant the devil. If God be for- us, who is againfi us y 
u fays the apoftle ?" How far otherwife is it with the wicked f 
.They are caft off by their God - y they are not his people; not 
fed or watched, over by that fpecial tender providence which he 
fcfFords his fervants : they are a forfaken, abandoned vineyard (5). 
fie is their enemy, and hath fet his eyes upon them for evil, not 
for good (6). What reft or comfort can the finner enjoy who 
Jcnows he hath an almighty arm continually ftretclied out 
Sgamft him ? ' 

On 

(3) Pf. xxxiii. 16. Prov. iii. 23. Zach. ii 8. Gcu xv. 1. Lev. 
x.xxyt. 3. Sc Chryf, hoin. q i . in Acta hoin. 15. in Rom. & 

in Matt. (5) Oic. i. 2. Zach. xi 9. iia. v. 5. (6) Amos 
jx. 4 . 

1 

0>) Among the oriental litur- pious fubjccls, or on the Pcrfjan 

pics, one in Chaldaick, formerly persecution. r rhey were never 

J» life among tlw Syrians, bears tranflated into Cireek ; nor were 

the name of St. James of Nifibis. molt of the works of Sc. Kph- 

J-u'nnadius mentions twenty -fix rem before thefe later ages. St. 

nooks written by tins holy doc- Gregory, the apoflie of Anno 

P' in the Syriack tongue, all on nia, deli red of St James lb me 

treatiles 



gl Sr. P I U S, Pope, M. July n; 

On the fame DAY 

St. Pius -I. Pope M. According to the pontificals, he was the 
fon of one Rufinus, and a native of Aquileia. He had ferved the 
church among the clergy at Rome man/ years under Adrian 
and Antoninus Pius, (a) when, according to Tillemont, in the 
fourth year of the reign of the latter he fucceeded St. Hyginus in 
the papacy, in 142. He condemned the herefiarch Valentinus, and 
rejected Marcion who came from Pontus to Rome after the death 
of Hyginus, as we have related elfewhere. The conflicts which St, 
Pius fuftained obtained him the title of martyr, which is given him 
not only in Ufuard's martyrology, but alfo in many others more 
ancient : though Fontanini, a moil judicious and learned critick, 
ftrenuoufly maintains againft Tillemont, that he died by the fword. 
He pa£ed to a better life in 157, and was buried at the foot of 

the 



treatifes on matters of piety ; and 
the holy doctor fent him eighteen 
treating on humility, charity, 
fading, prayer, virginity, &c. 
Thefe are extant in the Arme- 
nian language in the manufcript 
found in St. Antony's convent of 
Armenian monks at Venice. 



The letters of St. James and St. 
Gregory are publifhed by Affe- 
mani BibL Orient, (T. 1. p. 552. 
632.) with another letter of St. 
James to the clergy of Ctefiphon 
againft a fchifm raifed in that 
church. 



( a) Among the Heathen em- 
perours of Rome, Titus, the 
two Antonines, and Alexander 
defer ved the beft of their fub- 
jc£ts, and the three laft gained a 
great reputation for moral virtue. 
The Antonines were eminent for 
their learning, and devoted them- 
felves to the Stoick philofophy. 
Arrius Antoninus, who had dillin- 
guifhed himfclf by his modera- 
tion and love of juftice in feve- 
ral magiftracics, was adopted by 
the emperour Adrian in 138, 
and upon his death in the fame 
year afcended the imperial throne. 
tic was truly the father of his 
people during a reign of twenty- 
two years, and died in 161 , be- 
ing 77 years old. He obtained 
du; furname of Pins, according to 



fome, by his gratitude to Adrian ; 
but according to others, by his 
clemency and goodnefs. He had 
often in his mouth the celebrated 
faying of Scipio Africanus, that 
he would rather fave the live of 
one citizen than deihoy 1000 
enemies. He engaged in no wars, 
except that by his lieutenants he 
retrained the Daci, Alani and 
Mauri, and by the conduct of 
Lollius Urbicus quieted the Bri- 
tons, confining the Caledonians 
to their mountains and fo rolls by 
a new wall. Yet the Pagan vir- 
tues of this prince were mixed 
with an alloy of hi perdition, vice 
and weak nets. When the fen ate 
refufed to enrol Adrian among 
the gods out of a jull dete (latum 

of his cruelty and other vices, 

Antoninus 
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the Vatican hill on the i ith of July. See Tillemont T. 2 p. 312, 
and efpecially Fontanini, who difcuifes at length all things relating 
to this pope, in his Hijioria Literaria Aquileitnfis. 1. 2. c. 3 and 4. 



Antoninus by tears and intreaties 
extorted from it a decree by 
which divine honours. were grant- 
ed that infamous prince, and he 
appointed priefts and a .temple 
for his worfhip. He likewife 
caufed his wife .Fauftina to be 
honoured after her death as a 
o-oddefs, and was reproached for 
the moll: difTolute life of his 
daughter Fauftina the younger, 
whom he gave in marriage to his 
adopted fon, Marcus Aurelius 
Antoninus. 

Xiphilin writes that the Chri- 
ftians ihared in the mildnefs of his 
government. Yet though he did 
not raife by frefh edicts any new 
perfecution, it is a notorious mif- 

take of Dodwell and fome others 
who pretend that no Chriftians 
fufFercd death for the faith du- 
ring his reign, at leaft by his or- 
der. Tertullian informs us (/. 
ad Scapula c. 4) that Arrius An- 
toninus, when he was only pro- 
conful of Afia, put in execution 
the old unjult refcript of Trajan ; 
and having punifhed fome Chri- 
ftians with death, difmifled the 
reft, crying out to them : " O 
" wretches, if you want to die, 
have you not halters and pre- 
cipices to end your lives by 
St, jultin in his firfl: apology 
which he addrelTed to Antoninus 
Pius, who was then emperour, 
tellifies that Chrillians were tor- 
tured with the molt barbarous 
cruelty without having been con- 
victed of any crime. Alfo St; 
Jreivaius (1. 3. c. 3.) Eufebius 
(1. 4, c« 10.) an4 the author of 
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an ancient poem which is pub- 
limed among the works of Ter- 
tullian are incontestable vouchers 
that this emperour, whom Capi- 
tolinus calls a moil zealous 
worfhiper of the gods,, often ; flied 
the blood; of faints. By theracts 
of Sr. -Felicitas and her fons it 
appears what artifices the Pagan 
priefts made ufe of to ftir up the 
emperours and magiflrates a- 
gainft the Chriftians. At lengthy 
however, Antoninus Pius, in the 
fifteenth year of his reign, ef 
Chrift 152, according to Tille- 
mont, wrote to theftates of 
Afia, commanding that all per- 
fons who fhould be impeached, 
merely foJ believing in. Chrift, 
fhould be difcharged, and their 
accufers punifhed according to 
the laws againft informers, add- 
ing :, " You do but harden them 
" in their opinion, for you can- 
" not oblige them more than by 
*' making them die for their 
€( religion. Thus they triumph 
*' over you by choofing rather 
" to die than to comply with 
*« your will. 1 ' See Eufebius (1. 
4. c. 26). where he alfo mentions 
a like former refcript of A- 
drian to Minutius Fundanus. 
Nevcrthclcfs, it is proved by 
Aringhi ( Roma Subterran. 1. 
3. c, 22. ) that fome were 
crowned with martyrdom in this, 
reign after the a fore fa id re- 
fcript, the pufillanimous prince 
not having courage always to 
protect thefe innocent fiibjectfc 
from the fury of the populace or 
the malice of fome govemourj. 
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St. JOHN GU ALBERT, Ab- 
bot, Founder of the Religious Order 
of Vailis Umbrofa. 

From his exa& life compiled by Blaife jMelanifius 9 general of Hi 
Order^ with the l$ng notes of Cuper the Bollandifl* See alji 
two other lives of the faint zuitb a long hi/lory of his Miracle^ 
ii. T. 3. Juiij* p. 311- 

A. D. 1073. 

4 

O T.: John Guaxpert, was born at. Florence of rich and 
noble parents, and in his youth was carefully inftru£ted in the 
chrittian doctrine and in the elements of the fciences : but after- 
ward by converfmg with' the world, he imbibed a relifh, for its 
vanities and follies. While a thirft of worldly pleafure kept pof- 
feflipn of his defires, and Teemed to him* innocent, and while 
he thought a certain degree of worldly pride the privilege of 
his birth, he was a ftranger to the gofpel maxims of penance, 
meekriefs ancl lowlinefs of heart ; and all arguments of virtue 
loft their force upon him. But God was pleafed by a remark- 
able accident to open his eyes, and to difcover to him his er- 
rours, and the extent of his obligations. Hugo his only bro- 
ther was murdered by a gentleman of the country ; and our 
young nobleman determined to revenge the crime by the death 
of him who had perpetrated it, and who fecmed out of the 
teach of the laws. Under the influence of his relentmcnt, which 
was much heightened by the invectives and perfualion of his 
own father Gualbert, he neither liftcncd to the voice of rcafon 
nor of religion. The motive of revenge is criminal if it creeps 
into the breafl even in demanding the juft puniihmcnt of a de- 
linquent \ much more if it pufh men to vindicate their own 
caufe themfelvcs by returning injury for injury, and wreaking 
wrongs on thole that inflicted them. Hut paflion ftifled re- 

morlc 3 and John was Jallely perfuaded that his honour in the world 

retjui- 



July 12. St. John Gtjalbert, Abbot."* 95 

required that he fhould not fufFer fo flagrant an outrage to paf9 
unpunifhed. It happened that riding with his man home to Flo- 
rence on Good -Friday he met his enemy in fo narrow a paflage 
that it was impofiible for either of them to avoid the other. 
John feeing the murderer, drew his fword, and was going to 
difpatch him. But the other lighting from his horfe, fell upon 
his knees, and with his arms a crofs, befought him by the Paf- 
fion of Jefus Chrift, who fuS^red on that day, to fpare his 
life. The remembrance of Chrift who prayed for his murde- 
rers on the crofs, exceedingly affecled the young nobleman ; 
and meekly railing the fupplicant from the ground with his hand, 
he faid : cc I can refufe nothing that is afked of me for the fake 
*« of Jefus Chrift. I not only give you your life, but alfo my 
" friendfhip for ever. Pray for me that God may pardon me 
** my fin." After embracing each other they parted, and John 
went forward on his road till he came to the monaftery of St. 
Minias (a J of the holy Order of St. Bennet. Going into the 
church he offered up his prayers before a great crucifix, begging 
with many tears and extraordinary fervour that God would 
mercifully grant him the pardon of his fins. Whilft he-conti- 
nued his prayer the crucifix miraculoufly bowed its head to him, 
as it were to give him a token how acceptable the' facrifice of 
his refentment, and his fincere repentance were. The divine 
grace made fuch deep impreflions on his heart, that rifing 
from his devotions he caft himfelf at the feet of the abbot, 
earneftly begging to be admitted' to the religious habit. The 
Abbot was apprehenfzve of his father's difpleafure j but at length 
was prevailed upon with much ado to allow him to live in the 
community in his fecular habit. After a few days John cut offhis 
hair himfelf, and: put on a habit which he borrowed. - His fa- 
ther at this news of the ftep his fbn had taken, haftencd to the 
monaftery, and ftorm^d and complained dreadfully till after 
tome time feeing the fteadinefs of his fon's rcfolution, and 
hearing his reafons and motives, he was fo well fatisfied, that 
he gave him his bleffing, and exhorted him to perfevere in his 
j good purpofes. St. John devoted himielf to the exercifes of 
! his new ft ate in the molt perfect difpofitions of a true peni- 
-unt. He -was moft exatSt in every religious obfervance. He 
1 fubducd his body with much falling and watching- 5' never 
[utve way to idlenilfs but kept himfelf day and night- em- 
I uloycd alrhoft in continual prayer. His corporal auftc- 
' ikies 

j {*) St. Minias wan a Roman foldicr who fullered martyrdom at 
J Florence under Dcciui. See Mart. Rom. 13. Ott. 
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rities he animated with a perfect interiour fpirit of penance, 
or defire of punifhing fin in himfelf, the more powerfully to 
move God to compaflion and mercy towards him : and he en- 
deavoured by them to facilitate the fubjection of his paflions, 
which victory he completed by a watchfulnefs over the moti- 
ons of his own heart, and heroick a£ts of all virtues, efpeci- 
aily meeknefs and humility. But afliduous and humble prayer 
and meditation were the principal means by which this won- 
derful change was effected in all the affections of his foul, fo 
that he became entirely a new man. Nothing can have fo 
prevalent a power to ft ill the agitation of paflion in the breaft, 
nothing is fo fit to induce a fmooth and eafy flow, and a con- 
ftant evennefs of temper, as a frequent application to the throne 
of grace. This prefence of the mind with the Lord is an 
ab fence from the body, or from the tumult of carnal paflions. 
The pure and ferene tranquillity that fprings up in the foul by 
an intercourfe with heaven, fhewa that here {he is neareft the 
centre of her true happinefs, where earthly things lofe all their 
power of attraction. The very preparation of the heart to 
wait upon God in this folemn exercife is of admirable ufe to 
remove that corruption which inflames the paflions. Efpeci- 
ally a lively fenfe of God's infinite greatnefs, and of our lit- 
tlenefs and infirmities, powerfully impreflcd on our minds, 
by afliduous prayer, foon brings us to, a conviction that 
pride is the root of all our diforders ; and enables us 
to difcover its difguifes, and to banifh it out of our fouls. 
By fidelity and perfeverance St. John, obtained the vic- 
tory over himfelf, and became moft eminent in meeknefs, 
humility, filence, obedience, modefly and patience. When 
the abbot died, our faint was earneftly intreated by the 
greateft part of the monks to accept that dignity ; but his con- 
fent could by no means be extorted. Not long after he left 
this houfe with one companion, and went in queft of a clofer 
folitude. He paid a vifit to the hermitage of Camaldoli ; and 
having edified himfelf with the example of its fervent inhabi- 
tants, he proceeded farther to an agreeable fhady valley, co- 
vered with willow trees, commonly called Vallis-Umbroui, 
in the diocefs of Ficfoli, half a day's journey from Florence, 
in Tufcany. He found in that place two devout her- 
mits, with whom he and his companion concerted a project 
to build thcmfelves a fmall monailery of timber and mud- 
walls, and to form together a little community, fcrving Gad 
according to the primitive auftere rule, and fpirit of the Onto 
of St. Bcnnct. The Abbcfs of St. Hilary gave them the 

Ground on which they denied to build* and when the mona- 

flcry 
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ftcry was finiflied the bifhop of Paderborn, who attended the 
emperour Henry III. into Italy, confecrated the chapel. Pope 
Alexander II. in 1070, approved this new Order, together 
with the rule in which the faint added certain particular confti-- 
tutions to the Original rule of St. Bennet. From this confir- 
mation is dated the foundation of the Order of Vallis Umbra* 
fa. St. John was chofen the firft abbot, nor was he able to de- 
cline that dignity. He gave his monks an habit of an aflicolourj 
and fettled among them retirement, filence, difengagement of 
their hearts from all earthly things, the moft auftere practice of 
penance, profound humility, and the moft univerfal charity* 
Though moft humble and mild, he feverely reproved the 
leaft tepidity or floth in others. For the virtue of meeknefs is not 
farther removed from intemperate anger which clouds or de- 
thrones reafon, than from a vicious defect: or tamenefs and ftu- 
pidity which beholds vice with indifference. God' has com- 
mitted to every man a kind of truft and guardianfhip of virtue* 
whofe rights we are obliged to maintain in proportion to our 
power not only by example, but alfo by advice, exhortation 
and reproof, as often as it is reafonable. And he who regards 
the fins of others with a carelefs unconcernednefs, makes him- 
felf accountable for them when it is in his power to; 
prevent them. Superiours efpecially lie under the moft °rie- 
vous obligations to check and chaftife the irregularities and faults 
of thofe under their immediate care and inipediion. Our faine 
feared no lefs the danger of too great lenity and forbearance 
than that of harfhnefs : and was a true imitator both of the 
mildnefs and seal of the Jewifh legiflator whom the Holy 
Ghoft calls, the meekcft of all men upon the face of thm 
" the earth/' St. John was himfelf a perfect model of all 
virtues, and tender and companionate towards all, efpecially 
the fick. This compaftion for them he learned by his owra 
perpetual infirmities, and weaknefs of ftomach. Such was his 
humility that he would never be promoted even to Minor Or- 
ders, never prefumed to approach nearer the altar than was ne- 
ceflary to receive the holy communion, and never would opera 
the church door, but always prayed one in Minor Orders to open 
it for him. He was very zealous for holy poverty, and would 
not allow any monafleries to be built in a coftly or fumptuous 
manner, thinking fuch edifices not agreeable to a fpirit of po- 
verty. He founded the monaficry of St. Salvi, that of Mof- 
cctta, that of Paffignano, another at Rozzuolo, and another 
at Monte Salario. He reformed fome other monafteries* and 
kit about twelve houfes of his Order at his death. Bcfidcs 
monks he received lay- brothers who were exempt from choir 
and filence, and employed in external offices. This is laid t<? 
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be the firfl: example of fuch a diftin&ion ; but it was foon imi- 
tated by other Orders. The faint's charity to the poor was 
not lefs a6live than his love for holy poverty. He would have 
no poor perfon fent from his door without an alms, and often 
emptied all the granaries and flores of his monafteries in re- 
lieving them. In a great dearth he fupplied fometimes by mi- 
racle the multitudes of poor people that flocked to his mona- 
ftery of Rozzuolo. The faint was endowed with the fpirit of 
prophefy* and by his prayers reftored many fick perfons to per- 
fect health. The holy pope Leo IX. went to Pafignano on 
purpofe to fee and converfe with this holy man. Stephen IX. 
and Alexander II. had the greater! efteem for him. This lat- 
ter terrifies that the whole country where he lived owed to his 
zeal the entire extinction of fimony. The holy man at length 
fell lick of a fharp fever at Paflignano. He called for all the 
abbots and fuperiours of his Order, and telling them he was 
foon to leave them, ftrongly exhorted them to watch vigilantly 
over the mod exact obfervance of their rule, and to maintain 
peace and fraternal charity. After this, having moil: devoutly 
received the laft facraments he died happily on the twelfth of 
July, in 1073, being feventy- four years old. Pope Celeftine 
III* having caufed juridical informations to be taken concern- 
ing his virtues and miracles, folemnly enrolled him among the 
iaints in the year 1193. The eminent degree of penance and 
fanclity to which the divine grace raifed this faint, was the 
fruit of his mildnefs in forgiving an injury. Chrift not only 
commands us to pardon all offences, but has recommended this 
precept to us with his expiring breath, with his head crowned 
with thorns, and his hands ftretched out for us. We renounce 
the glorious title of being his difciples, if whilft we behold him 
hanging on the crofs, and hear his laft prayers, we trample on 
his facred law, and harbour malice in our hearts againft a 
brother whom our dying Redeemer commands us to forgive for 
his fake. Can we be anjjry with him who is by fo many fa- 
ded ties our brother, the living fon and member of our com- 
mon Redeemer and Father, and whom we expect to be the 
aflbciate of our happinefs for all eternity ? We owe infinitely 
more to Chrift than any brother can owe to us : the leaft venial 
fin is an imrnenfc debt. Our Divine Matter not only conjures 
11 & to forgive our brother for His fake, but alfo makes it our 
own infinite intcreft fo to do, promifing to pardon us our im- 
nvenfe debts in the fame manner as we pardon others. Shall 
we bale worms, who have nothing to boaft of before rien 
only our having concealed from them our bafenefe and ignomi- 
ny ; and to whom the moil cruel outrages from creatines wouM 

be 
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be too mild a treatment, confidcring our fins ; fliali we, I fay^ 
complain of injuries which we ought to receive with patience* 
and joy, as the eafy means of cancelling our own fins, and 
procuring for ourfelves the greateft graces and mercy. 

On the fame DAY 

SS. Nabor and Felix, MM. They fuffered at Milan tinder 
Maximian Herculeus about the year 304. Their bodies wefre firfi 
interred without the walls of the city, but afterward brought into it, 
and depofited in the place where a church was built over their tomb 
to which great multitudes of people rcfortf-d with wonderful devo- 
tion, as Paulinus teftifies in his life of St. Ambrofe. In the fams 
church St. Ambrofe difcovered the relicks of SS. Gervafius and 
Protaftus, as himfelf relates in his letter to his fitter Marcellina. 
The people continued to venerate the relicks of SS. Nabor and Fel 
lix with the fame ardour of devotion, as that holy do&or affures 
us (1). They are ftill honoured in the fame church, which at prefent 
bears the name of St. Francis. 

(1) In Luc. 1. 7. c. 13. 
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StEUGENIUS, Bifliop of Carthage, 

and his Companions, Confeflbrs. 

From Via or Vitenfss, Hi/2. Per fee. Vandal L 2. C5? 3. Set TzU 

lemon t, 7. 16. CeiUier % T. 15. p. 206. 

A. D. 505. 

*1P H E Roman provinces in Africa were for a long time one 
• of the richeft and molt noble portions of the empire. The 
Carthaginian barbarifm and pcilidy had given place to the nioft 
flouiifliing reign of the faiences, arts and religion. The no- 
nlcs of this country were all princes, and for riches and ftatc 
deemed to vie with kings : its peace feemed on every fide ic- 
on e. But the llrongeit cities and empires are often ncarcil a 
J all : they are founded to he again fooner or later torn to 
pieces, Every llatc has even within it 'elf the feeds of its own 
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«deftru£Hon : thefe will occafion the diflblution of every body 
politick no lefs certainly, than the internal weaknefs of the 
animal body rnufi bring it to a fatal period. This was 
the condition of the Roman empire in its decline, when its 
rulers, to preferve Italy which they regarded as its heart or 
head, abandoned its extremities to the Goths and Vandals* 
At a time when Africa thought of no danger, in the reign of 
the emperour Valentinian III. in 428, Genferick, king of the 
Vandals and Alans having lately made a fettlement in part of 
Spain paffed into this country, and in a fliort time be- 
came 



(a) Though Pliny and Proco- 
pius pretend that the Vandals 
were of the fame extraction with 
the Goths, the contrary is de- 
monstrated by the learned F. 
Daniel Farlati (Illyrici Sacri. 
T. 2. p. 1308. Venetijs 1753-) 
and by Jof. AfTemani (In Ca- 
lend, de Orig. Slavor. par. 2. 
c. 5. T 1. p. 297.) And their 
language, manners and religion 
Were entirely different. The 
fame arguments lhew that they 
differed alio from the Slavi, 
Hunns, and original Winidi or 
Venedi, this laft being a Sarma- 
tian, and the two others Scy- 
thian nations. The Vandals 
are placed by Jornandes and 
Dio (1. 5 on the German 
coaft of the Baltick fea in 
>the prefent Pruflia, and Pome- 
janin ; they thence extended 
theinfelves to the fources of 
the Elbe, in the mountains of 
Siicfia. They were afterward 
removed near the Danube, in 
the neighbourhood of the Mar- 
cornanni, in the reigns of Anto- 
ninus, Aurclian and Probus. In 
the fifth century they made an 
cxctnfioii into Gaul ; and being 
there rcpulfed, croffed the Py- 
Tciuean mountains with the Ala- 
ni, who were the original Maf- 
fageta; from mount Caucafus, 
and beyond the Tan air., as Am- 

jjiianub Murcvllinuy tcftifics. 



About the year 400, in the reign 
of Honorius, the Alani fettled 
themfelves in Lufitania, and the 
Vandals, under king Gunde- 
rick, in Gallicia, (which then 
comprifed both the prefent Gal- 
licia and Old Caftille) and in 
Bcetica, which from them was 
called Vandalitia, and corruptly 
Andalufia. (See St. Ifidore and 
Idatius, in their chronicles. 
Salvian 1. 7. p. 137. S. Aug. 
ep. III. ad Victorian.) _ The 
V andab were baptized in the 
catholick faith, about the time 
when they eroded the Rhine: 
but were afterwards drawn into 
Arianifm, probably by fome. al- 
liance with the Arian Goths, 
and out of hatred to the Ro- 
mans. Idatius fays, that com- 
mon fame attributed the Arian 
pcrverfion of the Vandals to 
king Genfcrick, who fuccccdcd 
his brother Gundarick in 428, 
and was a man experienced in 
all the arts of policy and war. 
Count Boniface, lieutenant of 
Africa, feeing his life threatened 
by Aetius (who, with the title of 
Magiiter Militia; governed the 
empire for the emprefs Placidia, 
regent for her fon Valentinian J 
invited the Vandals out of Spain, 
to his altiftance, Genferick, 
with a powerful army, paffed the 
ilreight which divides Africa 

from Spain in May 429 5 and 

though 



July 13: St. EUGENIU S, B. C. io t 

came matter of thofe fertile provinces. This politick barba- 
rian king kept great armies perpetually prepared for any expe- 
dition by which he prevented the vigilance of his enemies, and 
aftoniflied all the world with the rapidity of his enterprifes. 
The Vandals, who were moftly Chriftians but infected with 
the Arian herefy, laid the whole country wa£te by fire and 
fword, plundered all places, even churches and monafteries j 
burnt alive two bifhops, and tortured others to extort from* 
them the treafures of their churches ; razed the publick build- 
ings at Carthage, and banifhed Quod-vuJt-Deus, bifhop of 
that city, with many others. But in 454, at the requeft of 
the emperour Valentinian, Genferick allowed the catholicks 
to choofe a bifhop of Carthage, and St. Deogratias was raifed 
to that dignity who died foon after Genferick was returned 
from the plunder of Rome. The perfecution growing hotter 
many fuffered torments for the faith, and feveral received the 

H 3 crown 



though Boniface was then re- 
turned to his duty, the barba- 
rian, every where defeated the 
Romans, befieged Hippo du- 
ring fourteen months ; and 
though he was obliged by a fa- 
mine to retire, he returned foon 
after and took that flrong for- 
trefs. The emperour Valenti- 
nian, in 435, by treaty yielded 
up to him all his conquefts in 
Africa. Genferick foon broke 
the truce, and, in 439, took 
Carthage, and drove the Ro- 
mans out of all Africa. In 
455, being invited by the cm- 
prefs Eudoxia to revenge the 
murder of Valentinian on Maxi- 
mus, he plundered Rome during 
fifteen days. Though that city 
had been ravaged by Alarick 
the Goth, in 400, whilil Hono- 
rins was emperour, the Vandal 
found and carried oil" an im- 
menfe booty ; and among other 
things, thts gold and brai's with 
which the capitol was inlaid, 
and the vcflcls of the Jewifli 
temple at Jerufalem which Ti- 
tus had brought to Rome. 
1 nefe Juitinian, when he had 

recovered Africa, caufed to be; 



brought to Conilantinople whence 
he caufed them to be removed ,and 
placed in certain churches at Je- 
rufalem, as Procopius relates. 
Rome was again twice plundered 
by Totila in 546, and ^40. The 
Vandals by their tranfmig rations 
into Spain and Africa foom after 
ceafed to be a nation in Germa- 
ny, as Jornandes and Procopiua 
teftify. Euricus, king of the 
Vifigoths in Languedoc, in 468,,. 
invading Spain conciuerrd molt 
of the territories which the Ro- 
mans Hill pollened there, and all 
the provinces, which the Vandals 
had feized. So that by the ex- 
tinction of the empire of the 
Vandals in Africa, under Julli- 
nian, tlie name of that potent 
and furious nation was loll,: 
though Frederick the fir It king 
of Pruilia, in 1701, was for fome 
time very defirous rather to take 
the title of king of the Vandals. 
The cavalry <>f tlie ancient 
Vandals fought chiefly with the 
fword and lance, and were un- 
praciiled in the diitanc combat. 
Their bowmen were undUci- 
plined, and fought on foot, liktt 

the Gothick. See i'rocopiuu. 



•ioz St. EUGENIUS, B. C. 'July i 3 . 

crown of martyrdom. The Arians, by a facrilege never be- 
fore heard of, made themfelves fliirts and breeches of the al- 
tar-cloths, and at Tinuzuda fpilt and fcattered the body and 
blood of Chrift on the pavement (£). Catholicks being by an 
edicl: difqualified for bearing any office in the government, Ar- 
mogafles a nobleman, who held an honourable poft in the 
houfehold of Theodorick the king's fon, was condemned by 
the tyrant to keep cattle. Genferick dying after a reign of 
thirty-feven years, was fucceeded by his fon Hunerick, a more 
barbarous perfecutor then his father had ever been. 

The epifcopal fee of Carthage had remained vacant twenry- 
■four years, when in 481, Hunerick permitted the catholicks on 
certain conditions to choofe one who fhould fill it. The peo- 
ple, impatient to enjoy the comfort of a paftor, pitched upon 
iV'Ugenius, a citizen of Carthage, eminent for his learning, 
tzcal, piety and prudence. And fuch was his deportment in 
this dignity, that he was venerable to the very hereticks, and fo 
duar to the catholicks that every one of them would have thought 
it ft happinefs to lay down his life for him. His charities to 
the? diftreffed were excefiive, cfpecially confidering his poverty. 
Bu t he always found refourccs for their necefiities in the hearts 
of lUs people ; and he refufed himfelf every thing that he might 
give all to the poor. When others put him in mind, that he 
ougl u to referve fomething for his own neceflaries, his anfwer 
was : " If the good paflor muft lay down his life for his flock, 
can it be excufable for me to be folicitous for the necellities 
* c of my body ?" He fafted every day, and often allowed him- 
felf only a moft flender evening refection of bread and water. 
His virtue gained him the refpect and efteem even of the Arians ; 
but at length envy and blind zeal got the afcendant in their 
breafls, v.nd the king fent him an order never to fu in the epif- 
copal throne, preach to the people, or admit into his chapel 
itny Vandals among whom feveral were catholicks. The faint 
boldly anfwered the menengei , that the laws of God com- 
manded him not to fliut the door of his church to any that 
defired to fcrve him in it. Hunerick enraged at this anfwer 
perfecuted the catholicks many ways, cfpecially the Vandals 
who had embraced the faith. He commanded guards to be 
placed at the doors of the catholick churches, who when they 
Jaw any man or woman going in 5 clothed in the habit of the 

Vandals, 
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Vandals, flruck them on the head with fliort ftaffs jagged and 
indented, which being twitted into their hair, and drawn back 
with great violence, tore ofF the hair and fkin together. Some 
loft their eyes by this means, and others died with the extreme 
pain : but many lived a long time after. Women with their 
heads flead in this manner, were publickly led through the 
ftreets, with a crier going before them, to fhew them to the 
people. But this barbarous ufage did not caufe any one to 
forfake the true religion. Next, the tyrant deprived the ca- 
tholicks who were at court of their pcnfions, and fent them 
to work in the country. He alfo ordered that none mould be 
admitted to bear any office in his palace, or any publick 
charge who was not an Arian. He afterwards turned them 
out of their houfes, ftripped them of all their wealth, and 
fent them to Sicily or Sardinia. After this, his perfecution fell 
on all catholicks. One edicT; followed another againft them, 
and the cloud thickened every day over their heads. Many 
nuns were fo cruelly tortured that feveral died on the rack. 
Great numbers of bifhops, priefts, deacons and eminent ca- 
tholick laymen were banifhed to the number of 4976, all 
whom the tyrant fent into a defert, where they were fed 
with barley like horfes. This defert was filled with fcorpions 
and venomous ferpents ; but they did not deftroy any of the 
fervants of God. The people followed their bifhops and priefts 
with lighted tapers in their hands, and mothers carried their 
little babes in their arms, and laid them at the feet of the 
confeflbrs, all crying out with tears : " Going yourfelves to 
your crowns, to whom do you leave us ? Who will baptize 
our children ? Who will impart to us the benefit of pe- 
nance, and difchargc us from the bonds of fins by the fa- 
vour of reconciliation and pardon ? Who will bury us with 
folemn fupplications at our death ? By whom will divine 
" facrificcs be made (c) r" 

The bifhop Eugcnius was fpared in the firfl florm, proba- 
bly that the inhabitants of the capital might feem to be fome- 
what confidercd. .But in May 483, the king fent him a fu tri- 
llions requiring the catholicks, whom he called Omooufians, to 
hold a conference or deputation with his Arian bifhops at Car- 
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thage on the firfl day of February enfuing. Eugenius anfwer- 
ed, the terms were not equal, feeing their enemies were to be 
judges : and that as it was the common caufe of all churches, 
other foreign churches ought to be invited and confulted, " ef- 
cc pecially the church of Rome, which is the head of ail 
cc churches ( d )" About that time one Felix who had been 
long blind, addrefTed himfelf to St. Eugenius defiring him to 
pray, that he might recover his fight, faying he had been ad- 
nionifhed by a vifion fo to do. The bifliop Ihewed great 
reluctance and confufion, alleging that he was a bafe finner : 
But at length, after blefling the font for the folemn adminiftra- 
tion of bapcifm on the Epiphany, he faid to the blind man : " I 
cc have told you that I am a finner, and the laft of all men ; 
cc but I pray to God that he Ihew you mercy according 
6t to your faith, and reftore to you your fight." Then he 
rnade the fign of the crofs on his eyes, and the blind man faw ; 
the whole city was witnefs to this triumph of the faith. The 
king fent for Felix, and examined himfelf all the circumftances of 
the miracle, which he found too evident to be called in quef- 
tion. However, the Arian bifhops told him, that Eugenius 
had performed it by recourfe to art magick. The catholicks 
made choice of ten difputants for the conference, which was 
opened on the fifth of February. Cyrila, patriarch of the 
Arians, was feated on a throne ; the catholicks who were {land- 
ing, afked who were the commifTaries to take down in writing 
what fhould pafs in the difputation ; and were anfwered that 
Cyrila would perform that office. The catholicks afked by 
what authority he claimed the jurifdidtion and rank of patriarch., 
The Arians not being able to produce any fufficient warrant 
for his ufurpation, filled the hall with noife and tumult, and 
obtained an order that every lay catholick there prefent fhould 
receive an hundred baftinadoes, Cyrila fought various pre- 
tences to defer the conference. The catholicks, however, prefent- 
ed a written confefiion of their faith. This takes up the whole 
third book of Victor's hiftory, though he has only inferred the 
firft part in which the confubftantiality of God the Son is proved 
from the fcripturcs. The fecond part which confirmed the 
fame from the writings of the fathers, is loft. This confefTion 
1'eems to have been drawn up by St. Eugenius, to whom 
Gennadius afcribes a Confeflion of faith againlt the Ari- 
ans 

\4) Scribam ego fratribus mci$ ut 'veniatit cocpifcopi met, qui >vobh no- 
vrjeum) ficlim communem 7iojlram *ua! t <int <Utuo>'flrtirf^ et ptwJptm £cclc- 
Rwtana, qua- caput eft omnium eulejlarum, Vittor„ Vit. 1.2. p 
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ans (e ). When this was read the Arians quarrelled that the 
orthodox took the name of Catholicks, though this was given 
them by the whole world, even by the hereticks themfelves, 
as St. Auftin obferved a little before this time in that very- 
country. Upon this, however, the Arians abruptly broke up 
the conference^ and the king, on the twenty-fifth of February, 
in 484, publifhed a fevere edict for a general perfecution, which 
he had already prepared for that purpofe. By this all the ca- 
tholick clergy were baniflied out of towns, and forbidden to 
perform any functions even in the country : all catholicks were 
declared incapable of inheriting, or difpoling of any eftates 
real or perfonal, with other fuch articles. Executioners were 
difpatched to all parts of the kingdom, and many catholicks 
were put to barbarous deaths, and many more inhumanly tor- 
mented. One Dionyfia after having been herfelf cruelly fcourg- 
ed, feeing her fon Majoricus, a tender youth, tremble at the 
fight of the torments prepared for him, fhe looked on him 
with a ftern countenance, and faid • " Remember, fon, we 
" were baptized in the name of the Trinity, and in the bo- 
" fom of our mother the church/' The young man encou- 
raged by thefe words fuffered martyrdom with undaunted re- 
folution, and his mother buried him within her own houfe, 
that fhe might every day offer to the holy Trinity her prayers 
over his grave, in the lively hopes of a glorious refurredtion 
with him at the laft day. Her coufin Emilius, her fitter 
Dativa and innumerable others in different parts of Africa 
received the like crowns. At Typafus, in Mauritania Casfa- 
rienfis, certain catholicks, who had aflifted at the celebration 
of the divine myfteries in a private houfe, were informed a- 
gainft ; and by the king's order, had their tongues plucked 
out, and their right hands cut off : yet they fpokc as well as 
ever, as St. Viclor Vitenfis, an cye-witnefs, allures us (3). 
He fays, Rcparatus, a fubdeacon, one of this number, was 
entertained when he wrote, in the court of the emperour Zeno 
at Conftantinople, and was there highly honoured, cfpecially 
by the emprefs ; and that though entirely deprived of his tongue, 
he (poke gracefully, and without the leaft defect or imperfecti- 
on. 



{<■) In it the catholicks appeal 
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tvangc/icis vt apojiolicis trad'ttioni- 
vus aique nutoritate fjrwata, et 

omium qu<t: in ?nundo fmt 9 catho~ 



lie arum ccchfiarum foci £ Tate furd- 
ata 9 in qua ?ios per grat'Ctm D<i 
omnipotent is permanen' ufytte n<i jt~ 

»iem *vit<v hujus confedimus, Victor 
Vit. L 3. p. 62. 



io6 St. E U G E N I U S, B. C. July 13. 

on. iEneas of Gaza, a Platonick philofopher, who was then 
at Conftantinople, and wrote in 533 (4), fays he himfelf had 
feen them in that city, and had heard them fpeak diftin&ly : 
and not being able to believe his own ears, he had examined 
their mouths, and feen that their tongues were plucked out to 
the very roots, fo that he wondered they could have furvived 
fo cruel a torment. Procopius who wrote foon after, fays 
alfo (5) that he had feen thefe perfons at Conftaiitinople, and 
had heard them fpeak freely, without feeling any thing of their 
punifhment ; but that two of them, by falling into a grievous 
fm of the flefh, loft the ufe of their fpeech, which they had 
till then enjoyed. The tyrant wreaked his impotent venge- 
ance on many others, efpecialiy on Vandals who had been con- 
verted to the catholick faith : but was not able to overcome 
their heroick conftancy. The ftreets of Carthage were fil- 
led with fpectacles of his cruelty j and one was there meet- 
ing continually fome without hands, others without eyes, nofe 
or ears, others whofe heads appeared funk in between their 
fhoulders by having been hung up by the hands on the tops of 
houfes for fights to the people. Above four hundred and fixty 
bifhops were brought to Carthage in order to be fent into banifli- 
ment : of this number eighty-eight died under great hardfhips at 
Carthage, fome few made their efcape, and the reft were banifhed. 
St. Eugenius after having long encouraged others to the con- 
was himfelf at length on a (udden carried into exile; 
without being allowed to take leave of his friends. He found 
means, however, to write a letter to his flock, which St. 
Gregory of Tours has preferved (6). In it he fays: " I with 
*• tears beg, exhort and conjure you by the dreadful day of 
tc judgment, and the awful light of the coming of Chrifr, that 
<c you hold fa(t the Catholick faith . . . Prcfei ve the grace of 

** the only baptifm, and the unction of the chrifm. Let no 
" man born ngain of water return to the water." This lie 
mentions, becaufe the Arians in Africa, like the DonatUls, ic- 
baptized thofo that came over to their fe£L St. Eugenius pro- 
tefls to his flock, that if they remain conftant, no diflanee 
nor death could feparate him from them in fpirit : but that he 
was innocent of the blood of thofe that fhould perifh, and that 
this his letter would be read before the tribunal of Chi id ;it 
the hill day for the feverer condemnation of fuch bale apo- 
flates. tc if I return to Carthage," fays he, tc 1 ihall fee you 
ifc in this life : if not, I fhall meet you in the other. Pray for 

( .\) ./Kneris Ga*/.. Dial, ilr At'marvtn Tmmortalitfite rt cot for is * (* 

f,>r' <si »»t p. 41 (5) 1 rocop. do bello Vandal. 1. 1. c. 1 • 

{(,} . Fiauv. I. 2. p. 46, 
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< c us, and faft : faffing and alms have never failed to move God 
" to mercy- Above all things remember that we are not to 
" fear thofe who can only kill the body." We have a cata- 
logue of all the bifhops of the provinces of Africa who came 
to the conference, and were fent into banifhment (7) ; namely, 
fifty four of the proconfular province, one hundred and twenty- 
five of Numidia, one hundred and feven of the province of 
Byzacena, one hundred and twenty of the province of Mauri- 
tania Caefarienfis, forty four from the province of Sitifi, fivefrom 
that of Tripolis, befides ten from Sardinia and other places; in 
all four hundred fixty four bifhops, of which number eighty 
eight died at Carthage before their departure into exile, forty 
fix were banifhed to Cornea, three hundred and three to 
other places, and twenty eight made their efcape. Si. Eu- 
genius was carried into the uninhabited defert country in the 
province of Tripolis, and committed to the guard of An- 
tony, an inhuman Arian bifhop, who treated him with 
the utmoft barbarity. The faint added to his fufferings vo- 
luntary aufterities, wore a rough hair-fhirt, lay on the 
ground, and parted great part of the night in prayer and tears. 
When he was afflicted with a pal fy, Antony, becaufe vinegar 
was contrary to his diftemper, obliged him to drink it in large 
quantities. Yet God was pleafed to reflore his fervant to his 
health. It is obferved by our hiftorian, that the Arian bifhops 
were all cruel perfecutors, and went through the cities and 
provinces, filling all places with fcenes of honour, rebap- 
tizing perfons by force and violence, fcourging, mangling, 
torturing and banifhing even women and children. The fifth 
book of the hifiory of this perfecution is filled with examples. 
The apoltates fignalizcd themfeives above others by the cruel- 
tics which they excrcifed upon the orthodox. Elpidophorus, 
one of this number, was appointed judge at Carthage to condemn 
the more zealous to be tortured. Muntta, the cl eacon wlio had 
afliCicd whom lie was baptized in the bolom of the catholick 
church, being brought before him, took with him the chrif- 
male or white garment, with which at the time he received the 
apofrate coming out of the font he had clothed him, as an 
emblem of that innocence which he en«.\a!V'd him (elf to prefer ve 

always un (potted ; and producing it bcloie the whole aflembly, 

he laid : ct This robe will acculc \ ou when the judge fhall ap- 



tc pear 



• ;/'. Ruin, ltift. uej fee. Vandal, part -j. c. S, N'otit. Aiiic 
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<c pear in majefty at the laft day. It will bear teftimony 
* c againft you to your condemnation (/)." This relation is ga, 
thered from St. Victor, bifhop of Vita in the province of By. 
zaccna ; who being banilhed by king Hunerick for the faith 
in 487, retired to Conftantinople, and wrote (probably in that 
city) in five books, the hiftory of the Vandalick perfecuti. 

St, Victor relates that Hunerick, the great perfecutor of the 
church, died miferably, being devoured by worms, in Decem- 
ber, 484, having reigned almoft eight years, Nor was hefuc-] 
ceeded, as he had earneftly defired, by his fon Hilderick, but 
by Gontamund, a nephew, whom the maturity of his age ren- 
dered better able to bear the burden of the ftate. This prince, 
2n the year 4-87, which was the fourth of his reign, recalled 

St, 



{/) H/rc funt llnteamina qucs te 
accufabu7it cum majeflas <vcnerit ju- 
dicantis. Via. Fit. 1. 5. c. 78. 

(g) He clofes this work by the 
following fupplication to the an- 
gels and faints. ic Succour us, 
*' O angels of my God, look 
*« down on Africa, once flou- 
ct rifhing in its numerous church- 
cc es, but now left dcfolate and 
ft * cad away. Intercede, O pa- 
** triarchs, pray, O holy pro- 
" phets, fuccour us, O apoftles, 
*' who arc our advocates. You, 
4< efpecially,0 blefled Peter, why 

are you filent in the neceflitics 
" of your flock? You, O blef- 

fed apoftlc Paul, behold what 
*' the Arian Vandals do, and 

** how your fons groan in captivi- 
" vity. O all you holy apoftlcs, 
** petition for us. Pray for us 
Ci though wicked ; Chrift prayed 
*' even for his persecutors, CSV." 
j4Je/}e <i?igcli Dei n;ci 9 £t *videte 
jQfricam tot am dudum t ant arum 
cccUftat vm cuneis fultttin* >ntnc ab 

vmnihtn defolatant* fedentcm >vidu- 

4tm ct abjt'fiidm. . . . Deprccamini 
fatriacbfC ; orate fan fit propiwtat ; 
tflutt apojloli fttj/ragatorcs tjus* 



Pracipue tu Petre, quare Ji/es prs 
ovibus tuis P * , . , Tu S. Paule, 
gentium 7nagijier y cogntfee quid 
V vndali faciunt jlrianj> et filij tui 
gemunt lugendo capti<vi. Victor 

Vit. hill. Perf. Vandal, fub finem. 
The hiftory of St. Vitfor is writ- 
ten with fpirit and correclnefs, 
in a plain affecting ftyle, in- 
termixed with an entertaining 
poignancy of fatire, and edifying 
hcroick fentiments and exam- 
ples of piety. The author is ho- 
noured in the Roman martyrolo- 

gy among the holy confeflbrs on 
the twenty third of Auguft, though 

the time and place of his death 
are uncertain. He flourifhed 
in the middle of the fifth cen- 
tury. His hiftory of the Van- 
dalick perfecution has run 
through feveral editions : that of 
Bcatus Rhcnanus at BafiJ, in 
1535, is the full : Peter ChifHet 
gave one at Dijon in 1664: but 
that of Dom Ruin art, at Pari;, 
in 1694, is the moll complete. 
Jt was publifhcd in Knglifh in 
1605. The bell French t ran/1 a - 
tion is that of .Arnaud d'Andil- 
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St. Eugenius to Carthage, and at his requeft opened the 
thurches of the catholicks, and permitted the exiled priefts alfo 
to return. Gontamund died in 496, and his brother Thrafi- 
jnund was called to the crown, of whom mention hath been 
made in the life of St. Fulgentius. Though this king often 
affected a {hew of moderation, he fometimes ufed the fword 
and every other violent meafure to deprefs the caufe of truths 
which at other times he pretended to feek after. But his in- 
conftancy betrayed his want of fincerity. True virtue is Heady* 
but the fool changeth like the moon : he who is governed by his 
paffions, is every thing by fits, and if he one day pretends to 
condemn his vices, he by relapfes foon repents again of this* 
very repentance, which frequently fprings rather from a diC- 
guft of fin, than from any principle of true virtue. Thrafi- 
mund by this levity or hypocrify never deferved to arrive at the 
light of the true faith, and often perfecuted its moft holy 
champions, of which among many others the fufferings of St. 
Eugenius are an inftance. St. Gregory of Tours relates (8) 
that, by his authority, the judges condemned our faint, one? 
Longinus, and St. Vindemial bifhop of Capfa in Africa to be 
beheaded. St. Vindemial died by the fword. But the tyrant 
commanded St. Eugenius to be led to the place of execution, 
and though he protefted under the ax that he would rather lofc 
his life than depart from the catholick faith, he was again 
brought back to Carthage, and banifhed into Languedoc, which 
country was then fubjecT: to Alarick, king of the Vifigoths, 
who was alfo an Arian. He died in his exile at Viance near 
Albi in 505, on the 13th of July. King Hilderick afterward 
recalled the furviving exiled prelates. But peace was not per- 
fectly reftored to that church before the year 504, when Beli- 
farius, a general who was matter of all the maxims of the firfl 
Romans with regard to the art of war, vanquifhed Gelimer the 
lafi Vandal king in Africa, and fent him prifoner to Conftantt- 
nuple (Z>). The faints chofc rather to fuffer every temporal lofs, 

torment 

(8) L. do Glor. Conf. c. 13. 



{b) The Roman provinces in 
Africa foon after funic again into 
lurburifm and infidelity, being 
overrun, in 668, by the Saracens 
from Arabia and Syria, who, in 
069, took alio Syracufa, and 
titablifhcd a kingdom in Sicily 
and part of Italy. They planted 



themfelvcs in Spain In 707. Mu- 
havia, a general of the Sultan 
Omar, having routed Hormifdau 
Jefdegird king of Peril a, in 632, 
tranflated that monarchy from 
the line of Artaxerxes to the Sa- 
racens. This Omar conquered 
J-'gypt hi 635. He was fecond 

caliph 
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torment or death with which the world could threaten them, 
rather than lofe the holy treafure of faith. This gift is a light 
which fhineth upon us (9) from God, to direct us amidft our 
darknefs in the path to eternal life, as the pillar of fire con- 
ducted the Ifraelites through the wildernefs. It is the feed, or 
rather the root of a fpiritual life, and of every virtue that is me- 
ritorious of everlafting glory. " Faith is the folid foundation 
<c of all virtues," fays St. Ambrofe (10). And in another place 
he cries out (11) : cc O faith, richer than all treafures ! more 
*' healing and fovereign than all medicines ! " Our faith if 
true muft have three conditions or qualities. 1. It muft be 
firm, admitting no doubt or wavering; ready to brave all dan- 
gers, torments and death ; thus it filled the martyrs with joy 
under the moft affrighting trials, and made them triumph over 
fires and the fword (12). 2. It muft be entire; for the leaft 
wilful obftinate errour concerning one article deftroys the whole 
fabrick of faith, by rejecting its motive which is every where 
the fame teftimony of divine revelation. <c You who believe 
<c what you pleafe, and reject what you pleafe, believe your- 
" felves or your own fancy, rather than the gofpel," as St. Au- 
ftin fays. 3. Faith muft be active, animated by charity, 
fruitful in good works. A dead or a barren faith is compared 
by St. James to a carcafe without a foul, and to the faith of 
the devils who believe and tremble. Plow active and animated 
was faith in the fouls of all the. faints ! the eminent virtues 
which we admire in them were all the fruit of their faith, and 
fprang from this root. With what care ought we to nourifh 
and improve this holy feed in our brcaits ? Ciardiners cultivate 
moft diligently thofe feeds which are moft precious. 

(9) 2 Peter i. 9 (10) S. Ambrof. in Pf. 40. (11) L. 3. dc 

Virgin, See S. Aug, term. 38. de Temp. (12) Hebr. x. 34. 
xi. 37. 



caliph after Mahomet, and fuc- 
Cc flour of Abnbekcr, and fromliis 
time the caliphs of Bagdat or 
Babylon were mailers of Syria, 

Perlia and Kgypt, till the two 

latter revolted ; but notwith- 
ilanclinjT various revolutions, all 
thole countries ilili retain thr* 



Mahometan fuper (Virion. The 
Mahometans in Egypt fhook oft 
the yoke of the caliphs of Bag- 
dat, and let up their own caliphs 
at Cairo in 870, to whom the 
Moors in Africa adhered till the 

Tuil.b became mailers of l?^yP Ct 

0i» 
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On the fame DAY 

St. Anacletus, Pope, M. He governed the church after St, 
Clement, nine years three months, according to the Liberian pon- 
tifical, and according to another very old Vatican manufcript regi- 
iler ; but according to fome later pontificals, twelve years and three 
months. He perhaps fat three years as vicar to St. Clement during 
his banifhment, fays Berti. {a) Trajan raifed the third perfection 
againlt the church whilft he was in the Eaft in 107. In thole dif- 
ficult times St. Anacletus fufFered much, and is ftyled a martyr in 
very ancient martyrologies. 



(a) The exaft number of years 
that fome of the popes fat before 
Victor in the year 200, cannot 
be determined with any degree 
of certainty, partly on account of 
faults of copies and the difagree- 
ment of later pontificals. See 
Pagi, the Bollandiils, Tillemont, 
Orfi, Berti, &c. St. Peter fat 
twenty-five years : St. Linus 
feems to have held the fee about 
eleven years, St. Cletus twelve 
years, St. Clement about eleven 
years, and St. Anacletus nine, 
dying about the year 109. The 
tradition and regifters of the Ro- 
man church fhew Anacletus and 
Cletus to have been two diftinct 
popes, as is manifeft from 
the Liberian calendar and 

fever al very ancient lifts of 



the flrfr. popes quoted by Schel- 
ftrate (Dill". 2. Ant. Eccl. c. z.) 
and the L'ollandifts (ad 26 Apr.) 
from the old poem among the 
works of Tertullian, written a- 
bout the time that he lived ; 
from the very ancient Antipho- 
naries of the Vatican church, 
publi/hed by cardinal Jofeph 
Thomafius, and the old many- 
rology which bore the name of 
St Jerom, and was printed at 
Lucca by the care of Fran- 
cis-Maria-Florentinius, a gentle- 
man of that city : which origi- 
nal authorities were followed by 
Ado, Ufuard, Sec. The ponti- 
ficals call Cletus a Roman by 
birth, Anacletus a Grecian, and 
native of Athens. 
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St. BON A VENTURE, Cardinal 

Biftiop and Do£tor of the Church. 



From his works* Wadding's Annals of the Friar Minors, the dif- 
conrfe of O Si avian de Afar in is for his canonization, and from 
his life 'written by Peter Galefini, by order of Sixtus V* 

A. D. 1174. 

ST. Bon a venture, the great light, and ornament of the 
holy Order of St. Francis, for his extraordinary devotion, 
ardent charity, and eminent flail in facred learning, is furnamed 
The Seraphick Doctor. He was born at Bagnarea in Tufca- 
ny, in the year 1221, of pious parents, named John of Fidenza 
and Mary Ritelli. He was chriftened by the name of John ; 
but afterward received that of Bonaventure on the following 
occafion. In the fourth year of his age he fell fo dangeroufiy 
fick that his life was defpaired of by the phyficians. The mo- 
ther in exceflive grief had recourfe to the Almighty phyfician 
by earneft prayer, and going into Umbria caft herfelf at the 
feet of St. Francis of Aflilium, with many tears begging his 
intercefiion with God for the life of her fbn« Would Chri- 
ftians addrefs themfelves to God with an humble confidence in 
all their corporal neceflities, their afflictions would never fail 
to be turned into divine bleflings. But their neglect of this 
duty defer ves to be chaftifed by fpiritual misfortunes, and often 
alfo by temporal d i fa pp ointments without comfort or remedy, 
St. Francis was moved to companion by the tears of the mo- 
ther, and at his prayer the child recovered fo perfect a 
ftate of health that he was never known to be fick from 
that time till the illncfs of which he died (1). The glo- 
rious faint, at whofc petition God granted this favour, faw 
himfclf near the end of his mortal courfe, and foretelling the 
graces which the divine goodnefs prepared for this child, cried 
out in prophetic rapture : O buina ventura, that is, in Italian, 

Good luU\ Whence the name of Bonaventura was given our 

faint* 

(1) Uaillct in S, Bouav. Wadding, &c« 
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faint. The devout mother in gratitude confecrated her fan to 
God by a vow, and was careful to inipire into him from the 
cradle moft ardent fentiments of piety, and to inure him be- 
times to affiduous practices of feJf-denial, humility, obedience 
and devotion. Bonaventure from his infancy entered upon a 
religious courfe, and appeared inflamed with the Jove of God 
as fbon as he was capable of knowing him. His progrefs in 
his ftudies furprifed his matters, but that which he made in the 
fcience of the faints, and in the practice of every virtue was 
far more extraordinary. It was his highefr. pleafure and joy to 
hear by how many titles he belonged to God, and he made it 
his moft earneft ftudy and endeavour to devote his heart with 
his whole ftrength to the divine fervice. 

In 1243, being twenty -two years of age, he entered 
into the Order of St. Francis, and received the habit in the 
province of Rome from the hands of Haymo, an Englifhman, 
at that time general of the Order (a). St. Bonaventure men- 
tions in his prologue to the life of St. Francis, that he entered 
this ftate, and made his vows with extraordinary fentiments 
of gratitude for the prefervation of his life through the intcrcef- 
fion of St. Francis, refolving with the greater! ardour to ferve 
God with his whole heart. Shortly after, he was fent to Paris 
to complete his ftudies under the celebrated Alexander of 
Hales, furnamed the Irrefragable Dofior (b). After his death in 

Vol. Ill I 12455, 



(a) Haymo, who had taught 
divinity at Paris, and been fent by 
Giegory IX. Nuncio to Con/Ian- 
tinople, was employed by the 
i.inic pope in reviling the Ro- 
man breviary and its rubricks. 
He is not to be confounded with 
Haymo, the difciple of Rabanus 
Maurus, afterward biihop of Hal- 
l>aJlarfr, in the ninth age, whofe 
homilies, comments on the Iciip- 
; tmes, a niTn b r i d g m e n t o f c c cl e 1 i ; 1 f - 
ticil hiilory arc extant. His Works 
I a ie chiefly Ci-n/os, compiled of 
kraps of fathers and other mi- 
llion, patched and joined loge- 
. ihuv : a manner of writing uied 
( l'y many from the feventh to (he 
Ituelfth age, but calculated to 
propagate llupidity and dulnei's, 
^nd lo contract, not to enlarge 

01 improve the genius which is 



opened by invention, elegance 
and imitation ; but fettered by 
mechanical toils, as centos, a- 
croftickj, Sec. 

{[?) Alexander of Hales, a 
native of Hales in Gloceilei fhire* 
after having gone through the 
courfe of his ftudu:> in England, 
vent to Paris, and there fol- 
lowed divinity and the canon 
law, and gained in them an ex- 
traojdinary 1ep1.1t at ion. He en- 
teied into the Older of I'Yiarn 
Minors, and died at Paris in 
1245. His works diJeovr n 
anolL fubtle penetrating genius : 
of which the principal is a Milium 
or Coinineiuary upon the four 
l)Ook:, of tin: tWaller of the Sen- 
tences, written by order ol' Inno- 
cent IV, and a Summ of vir- 
tues. 
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1245, St. Bonaventure continued his courfe under his fuccef- 
four John of Rochelle. His penetrating genius was poifed by 
the moft exquifite judgment, by which, while he eaflly dived 
to the bottom of every fubtile inquiry, he cut off whatever 
was fuperfluous, dwelling only on that knowledge which is ufe- 
ful and folid, or at leaft was then neceflary to unravel the falfe 
principles and artful fophiftry of the adverfaries of truth. Thus 
he became a mafterly proficient in the fcholaftick philofophy, and 
in the moft fublime parts of theology. Whilft he referred all his 
ftudies to the divine honour and his own fancTtification, he was 
moft careful not to lofe the end in the means, and fuffer his ap- 
plication to degenerate into a diftipation of mind, and a vicious, 
idle curiofity. This opens an avenue into the heart for felf-conceit, 
jealoufy, envy and a total extinction of the fpirit of prayer, with 
a numberlefs train of other fpiritual evils, which lay wafte the 
affections of the foul, and banifh thence the precious fruits of 
the Holy Ghoft. To fhun thofe rocks often fatal to piety, he 
feemed never to turn his attention from God, and by the earn- 
eft invocation of the divine light in the beginning of every 
action, and holy afpirations with which he accompanied all his 
ftudies, he may be faid to have made them a continued prayer. 
When he turned his eyes to his book, they were fwimming in 
tears of love and devotion excited by his afliduous meditation 
on the wounds of Chrift, and his heart ftill continued to in- 
flame its affections from that its beloved objec"t, which he feem- 
ed to read in every line. St. Thomas Aquinas coming one 
, day to pay a vifit to our faint, afked him in what books he 
had learned his facred fcience. St. Bonaventure pointing to 
his crucifix before him, faid : Ci This is the fource of all 
tc my knowledge. I ftudy only Jcfus Chrift, and him cruci- 
** tied." Not content to make his ftudies in fome fort a con- 
tinuation of prayer, he devoted entirely to that heavenly ex- 
ercife the greater part of his time, knowing this to be the key 
of divine graces and of a fpiritual life. For only the Spirit of 
God, as St. Paul teaches, can lead us into the lecrets and de- 
figns of God, and engrave his holy maxims on our hearts. 
Me alone can make himfelf known, as no other light can dif- 
cover the fun to us but its own : and it is in prayer that Goii 
communicates himfelf to us. He here enlightens the fouls of 
his fervants, and is their interiour inftrudlor. But as St. An- 
ft in fays, honey cannot be poured into a vcftH that is full of 
wormwood. Neither can this excellent grace or gift of prayer 
find place in a foul which is not fnffc prepared to receive tin? 
fenfible prefencc of the Holy Ghoft, by holy compunction, and 
hy the practice of penance, humility and fclf-denial. 

virtues fitted the foul of our faint to be admitted to the chalie 

embrace* 
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embraces of Che heavenly bridegroom. Such was the inno- 
cence and purity in which he Jived, and fo perfect a mattery 
he had obtained over his pailions, that Alexander of Hales 
ufed to fay of him, that he feemed not to have iinned in Adam* 
This eminent fpirit of penance was the principal guardian of 
this grace of innocence. The austerities of St. Bon aventure 
were exceffive, yet amid/1 his penitential tears, a remarkable 
chearfulnefs appeared always in his countenance, which re- 
fulted from the inward peace of his foul. Himfejf Jays down 
this maxim (2) : " A fpiritual joy is the greateM fign of the 
" divine grace dwelling in a foul." To his mortifications he 
added the practice of the greater! humiliations. In attend- 
ing the lick he was particularly ambitious to ferve them in the 
lowed and moft humbling offices. In this charitable duty he 
feemed prodigal of his own life and health, and chofe always 
to be about thofe whofe diftempers were moh: loathfome or 
contagious and dangerous. He had no eyes to fee any thing 
in himfelf but faults and imperfections, and wonderful was 
the care with which he endeavoured to conceal from others 
his extraordinary practices of virtue. When their rays broke: 
through the veil of his humility, and fhone forth to others, 
the faint in order to caft a fhade over them before men, or at 
leaft, to ftrengthen his own heart againft the danger, and to 
indulge his love of abjection, embraced the greater! humilia- 
tions. He always regarded himfelf as the moil ungrateful and 
the bafeft of ilnners, unworthy to walk upon the earth, or to 
breathe the air : and thefe humble fentiments were accompa- 
nied with the deepeft compunction, and abundant tears. This 
humility fometimes with-heJd him from the holy table not- 
wichftanding the burning defires of his foul to be united daily 
afrefli to the object of his Jove, and to approach the fountain 
of grace. But God was plealed by a miracle to overcome his 
fears, and to recompenfe his humility. €C Several days had 
<c palled," fay the acts of his canonization, " nor durA he 
u yet prcftime to prefent himfelf at the heavenly banquet* 
<c But whilA he was hearing mafs, and meditating 011 the 
" paiBon of Jefus Chri/i, our Saviour, to crown his humi- 
" Jity and love, put into Jiis mouth, by the mini Ary of 
u an angel, part of the consecrated hoft, taken from the hand 
* £ of the pricA." By this precious favour his foul was drown- 
ed in a tor: cut of pure delights ; and from that time he was 
encouraged to approach with an humhle confidence to the bread 
of an f>e Is which ^ives life and firemtth. Krom this time his 
communions were accompanied witli ovei flowing fwectnefs 
and confokitions, and will) raptures of divine joy and love, 
*1 in our communion?! we feem to receive, inilead of anient!?, 

I 2 fcaicc 

(?) Spccul. Difcipl. p. 1. c. 3. 
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fcarce a fmall portion of heavenly grace, the reafon is, becaufe 
our hearts are too narrow. The veflel which we bring is too 
fmall. If we dilated our fouls by humility, burning defires 
and love, we mould receive like the faints an abundant fup- 
ply of thefe living waters. St. Bonaventure prepared hirnfelf 
to receive the holy order of prieflhood by long fails, humi- 
liations and fervent prayer, that he might obtain in it an abun- 
dant meafure of graces proportioned to fo high a function. 
He confidered that facred dignity with fear and trembling, 
and the higher and more incomprehenfible it appeared to him, 
fo much the more did he humble hirnfelf when he faw hirn- 
felf inverted with it. As often as he approached the altar, 
the profound annihilation of hirnfelf, and the tender love 
with which he offered, beheld in his hands, and received into 
his breafr, the Lamb without fpot, appeared by his tears, and 
his whole exteriour. A devout prayer which he compofed for 
his own ufe after mafs, beginning with thefe Words, 'Transfige, 
dulcljfime Domine^ is recommended by the church to all priefls 
on that moft folemn occafion. 

Bonaventure looked upon hirnfelf as called by the obligati- 
ons of his prieftly character to labour for the falvation of his 
neighbour, and to this he devoted hirnfelf with extraordinary 
zeal. He announced the word of God to the people with an 
energy and undfion which kindled a flame in the hearts of thofe 
that heard him : every thing was inflamed that came from his 
mouth. For an afliftance to hirnfelf in this function he com- 
piled his treatife called Pharctra^ confiding of animated fenti- 
ments gathered from the writings of the fathers. In the mean 
time he was employed in teaching privately in his own con- 
vent, till he fucceeded his late matter John Rochelle in a 
publick chair of the univerfity. The age required by the 
itatutes for this profefTorfhip was thirty-five, whereas the faint 
was only thirty- three years old : but his abilities amply fup- 
plied that defe£f, and on this literary theatre he foon dis- 
played them to the admiration of the whole church. He con- 
tinued always to fhuly at the foot of the crucifix, The dii- 
agreement between the univerfity and the regulars being ter- 
minated by pope Alexander IV. in 1256, St; Thomas and 
St. Bonaventure were invited to take the doctor's cap together. 
As others contend for precedence, the two faints had a vehe- 
ment conteft of humility, each endeavouring to yield tin; 
fir it place to the other. They knew no pretexts of the intcrcft 
of their Orders, nor were they fenfible of any prerogative; 
hut thole of humility. St. Bonaventure prayed ami 
intrcnted him with fo much carneltnefs, that at length 

I hwmas acquiefced to receive the decree firiU and <> ul ' 

iamt 
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faint triumphed over both his friend and himfelf. The holy 
king St. Lewis honoured St. Bonaventure with his particular 

efteem, invited him often to his own table, and confulted 
him in his mo ft intricate concerns, placing an. entire confi- 
dence in his advice. He engaged him to compile an office 
of the paffion of Chrift for his ufe. St. Bonaventure drew 
up a rule for St. Ifabella, the king's filter, and for her 
nunnery of mitigated Clares at Long-Champs. His book 
On the government of the SouI y his Meditations for every 
day in the week, and moft of his other lelTer tracts were 
written to fatisfy the requefls of feveral devout perfons of the 
court. The unction which every word breathes in the wri- 
tings of this holy doctor pierces the heart, and his concife ex- 
prefiion is an abyfs, or rather a treafure of moft profound fen- 
timents of humility, compunction, love and devotion, the 
riches of which a pious heart finds every where boundlels. 
Efpecially his tender fentiments of the love of God, and oa 
the facred pafHon of Chrift exceedingly recommend to all 
devout perfons his meditations on this latter fubject, and ex- 
prefs the burning affections with which his pure foul glowed 
towards that ftupendous myftery of infinite love, goodnefs and 
mercy, that perfect model of all virtue and fanctity, and 
fource of all our good. The celebrated Gerfon, the moft 
learned and devout chancellour of Paris, writes of the works 
of St. Bonaventure (3), " Among all the catholick doctors : 
Euftachius (for fo we may tranflate his name of Bonaven- 
ture J Teems to me the moft proper for conveying light to the 
underftanding, and at the fame time warming the heart- In 
particular his Breviloquium^ and Itinerarium are written with 
fo much force, art and concifenefs that nothing can be beyond 
cc them." In another book he fays (4) : cc St. Bonaventure's 
" works feem to me the moft proper for the mftruction of the 
" faithful. They are folid, iafe, pious, and devout : and lie 
ic keeps as far as he can from niceties ; not meddling with lo- 
<c gical or phyfical queftions which arc foreign to the matter 
ct in hand. Nor is there any doctrine, more fublime, 
cc more divine, or more conducive to piety/ 5 Trithcmius re- 
commends this doctor's writings in the following words : 
His expreffions are full of fire, they no lefs warm with di- 
vine love the hearts of thofe who read them, than they fill 
their underftanding with the moft holy light. His works 
cc furpafs thofe of all the doctors of his time, if we confider 
4t the fpirit of divine love, and of chriftian devotion that 
Ci Ipeaks in him. He is profound in few words, penetrating 

I 3 " without 

(3) Gerfon Tr. De libris quos rrligiofi Jegcre ikbeat* 

U) Gerfon 1. dc Examine Doclrinar. 
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tfC without curiofity, eloquent without vanity : this difcourfe 
* c is inflamed without being bloated . . . Whoever would be 
tc both learned and devout, let him read the works of St Bo- 
* c naventure (5)-" This is chiefly to be underftood of his 
fpiritual traces. In thefe the author difcovers every where a 
moft profound fpirit of humility, and holy poverty, with a 
heart perfectly difengaged from all earthly things, and full of 
the moft ardent love of (jod, and the moil tender devotion to 
the facred patEon of our Divine Redeemer. The eternal joys 
of heaven were the frequent entertainment of his pious foul, and 
he feems never to have interrupted his ardent fighs after them. 
He endeavoured by his writings to excite in all others the fame 
fervent defires of four heavenly country. He wiites (6) that 
* c God himfelf, all the glorious fpirits, and the whole family 
* c of the eternal King wait for us, and' defire that we fhould be 
* c afTociated to them. And fhall not we pant, above all things, 
<c to be admitted into their happy company ? He would appear 
* c amongft them with great confufion, who had not in this 
* c valley of tears continually raifed his foul above all things 
" vifible to become already, in ardent defire, an inhabitant of 
* c thofe blefTcd regions." He clearly fhews, that he was not 
fible to exprefs the tranfports of holy joy that overflowed his 
foul, as often as he contemplated its future union with God 
in immortal blifs and uninterrupted love and praife. He re- 
volved in mind th e raptures of gratitude and joy in which the 
blefled fpirits behold themfelves in the flate of fecurity for ever, 
wbilft they fee fo many fouls on earth every day overthrown 
by their fpirituz'l enemies, and fo many others loft in hell. 
He was ilron^.ly affected with the thought of the glorious com- 
pany of millions of angels and faints, all moll holy, lo\ ing 
and glorious, adorned each with their chflinguifhing trophies 
and graces: in which every one will poflefs in others every gift" 
which he hath not, and all thofe gifts which himfelf hath, dou- 
bled fo many times as he hath partners in blifs. For loving 
evejy companion as himfelf he will rejoice for the felicity oi 
each no lefs than for his own. Whereupon, with St. Anfelm, 
lie often afked his own heart, here fo poor, lb weak, and over- 
whelmed with mi furies, it then it would be able, without 
being firenjrthened and raifed above itfelf by an exti aordinaiy 
grace, to contain its joy for its own felicity ; how it could be 
able to contain fo many and fuch excels of joys. Uut tliis 
faint's fublimo fentiments of piety and devotion are be f I learned 
from his own works. I lis love of an interiour life did not 
hinder his application to piomote the divine honour in othn-s 

by 
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by various exteriour employments : but thefe he animated and 
fantSlified by a conftant fpirit of recollection and prayer. 

Whilft he continued to teach at Paris, he was chofen gene- 
ral of his Order in a chapter held in the convent called Ara- 
Coeli at Rome, in 1256. The faint was only thirty-five years 
old. Neverthelefs, pope Alexander IV. confirmed the elec- 
tion. St. Bonaventure was thunderftruck at this news, and 
proftrating himfelf on the ground he with many tears implored 
the divine light and direction. Afcer which he fet out imme- 
diately for Rome. The Francifcan Order was at that time di- 
vided by inteftine diflenfions, fome of the friars being for an 
inflexible feverity, others demanding certain mitigations of the 
letter of the rule. The young general no fooner appeared a- 
mong them, but by the force of his exhortations which he tem- 
pered with mildnefs and charity, he reftored a perfect calm : 
and all the brethren marched under this new Jofue with one 
heart, in the fame fpirit ? and in the fame path. W llliam of Saint- 
Amour, a member of the univerfity of Paris, having publifhed 
a bitter inveclive againft the mendicant Orders, entitled, 
On the Dangers of the Latter Titnes^ St. Thomas an fare red 
it. St. Bonaventure alfo confuted it by a book which he call- 
ed, c< On the Poverty of the Lord Jefm in which his mild- 
nefs in handling the controverfy againft a moft virulent adver- 
fary reflected a double advantage on his victory. Our faint in 
his return to the fchools at Paris vifited feveral of his convents in 
the way, in which he fhewed every where that he was only be- 
come fuperiour to be the mo ft humble, the mod charitable, and 
the moft companionate of all his brethren, and the fervant of 
his whole Order. Notwithstanding his great employments, he 
never omitted his ufual exercifes of devotion, but laid out his 
time and regulated his functions with fuch wonderful prudence as 
to find leifure for every thing. He compofed feveral works at 
Paiis, but often retired to Man re, for greater folitude. A 
(tone which he ufed for his pillow is fliewn to this clay in that 
convent. In 1260, the faint held a general chapter at Nar- 
bonne, and in concert with the de/initors gave a new form to 
the old Conftitutions, added certain new rules, and reduced 
them all into twelve chapters. At the rccjucft of the fiiais af~ 
lemblcd in this chapter, he undertook: to write the life of St. 
Francis ; but went firffc from Nai bonne to mount Alvemo, and 
there afiilled at the dedication of a great church. Jn a little 
oratory built upon the very place where St. Francis had received 
the miraculous marks of the wounds of our Saviour, St. Bo- 
naventure continued a long while abllracHed, and in an ecflacy, 
in holy meditation. Me there wrote his incomparable treat ife, 
called, Ititur&rium Mentis in Diu?n y or, the Way of the 
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Soul to God, fhewing that all her comfort and riches ar 
to be found in God alone, and tracing out the fure way that 
leads to him. Whilft he was in Italy he gathered the .mod 
authentick memoirs for the life of St. Francis, which he com- 
piled with a fpirit which fhews him to have been filled with all 
the heroick virtues of his founder whofe life he wrote. St. 
Thomas Aquinas, coming one day to pay him a vifit whilft he 
Was employed in this work, faw him through the door of his 
cell, raifed in contemplation above the ground, and going 
away faid : " Let us leave a faint to write for a faint." In 
3230, St. Bonaventure aflifted at the tranflation of the relicks 
of Sr. Antony which was performed at Padua. From that 
city he went to hold a general chapter at Pifa, in which by 
•words and example he exhorted his brethren to a great love of 
holy folitude. He gave on that and every other occalion proofs 
of his tender devotion to the B. Virgin. When he was fir ft 
made general he put his Order under her fpecial patronage. 
He regulated many pious exercifes of devotion to her, com- 
pofed his Mirrour of the Virgin? fetting forth her graces, 
virtues and prerogatives, with many prayers which are tender 
and 'refpeclful efFufions of the heart to implore her intercef- 
fion. He wrote a pathetick paraphrafe in verfe of the anthem, 
Salve Regi?ia (c). He publifhed the praifes of the mother, out 
of devotion to the Son, and to extend His glory. To propa- 
gate his honour and faving faith he fent, by the pope's autho- 
rity, preachers into many barbarous nations, and lamented his 
fituation that he could not go himlelf, and expofe his life among 
the infidels. 

Pope Clement IV. in 1265, nominated out faint archbifhop of 

York, being afTured how agreeable he would be to that church, 

to the king of England and his whole kingdom. But St. Bo- 
naventure 



{^Thc pfaltcr of the B. Vir- 
gin is falfly afcrbed to St. Bo- 
naventure, anil unworthy to bear 
liis name. (Sec Pabricius in 
Bibloih Jjcllannuie and I abbe 

de Script. Keel. Nat. Alexander 

Hilt. Heel . Saic. 13.)- 'I he Va- 
tican edition of the works of 
Sc. iJonaventurc, was begun by 
;in order of Sixtus V. and com- 
pleted in It confifls of 
eight volumes in folio. The 
two fir (I contain hi:; conmicnta- 

jies on the holy fcripturcb : the 



third his fcrmons and panegv- 
ricks : the fourth and fifth his 
comments on the Mailer of the 
Sentences : the fixth, feventh 
and eighth, his lefler trcatifes, of 
which fome are doctrinal, others 
regard the duties of a religious 
flute ; others general fubjetts of 
piety, cfpecially the myflcries of 
Chrifl and the Jilt-fled Virgin- 
Moil of thefe have urn through 
feveral fcparate editions. AH 
his works have been reprinted 

at Menu and Lyons. 
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naventure having firffc by earneft prayer begged that God 
would preferve him from fo great a danger, went and cafthim> 
fclf at the feet of his Holinefs, and by tears and intreaties extort- 
ed from him a difcharge from that burden. He held a general 
chapter at Paris in 1266 : and in the next, which he affem- 
bled at Ailifium, he ordered the triple falutation of the B. Vir- 
gin called the Angelus Domini to be recited every evening at 
fix o'clock, to honour the incomprehenfible myftcry of the In- 
carnation, which ought to be the object of our perpetual 
praifes and thankfgiving. In 1272, Theobald, the holy arch- 
deacon of Liege, a native of Placentia, then abfent in the 
Holy Land, was chpfen pope, and took the name of Gre- 
gory X. a per/on of fuch eminent fanctity that a procefs has 
been fct on foot for his canonization 3 and Benedict XIV". in 
1745, ordered his name to be infer ted in the Roman martyro- 
Jogy. He was a man of an extraordinary reputation through- 
out all his life, for prudence in the conduct of his affairs 3 for 
courage, greatnefc of mind, and contempt of money ; for de- 
votion, clemency, and charity to the poor. He died on the 
tenth of January, 1276, on his return from the council at 
Abruzzo, in Tufcany, of which city he is the titular patron. 
Miracles have rendered his name illuftrious. Bonaventure 
fearing this holy pope would compel him to accept of fome ec- 
clefiaftical dignity, left Italy, and. went to Paris, where he 
wrote his Hexanneron or pious expofition of the creation, or 
work of fix days. He had fcarce flnimcd it, when at Whit- 
funtide he received from the pope a brief by which he was 
nominated cardinal, and bifhop of Albano, one of the fix fuf- 
fragans of Rome. His Holinefs added a precept to him to ac- 
cept that double charge without alleging any pretext again ft 
it, and immediately to repair to Rome. He fent two nuncios 
to meet him on the road with the hat and other enfigns of his 
dignities. They found the faint repoiing on his journey^ in a 
convent of his Order at Migcl, four leagues fiom Florence 
and employed in wafliing the di/hes. He defired them to harm* 
the cardinal's hat on the bough of a tree, been life he could not 
decently taket it in his hands, and left them to walk in the 
garden till he had finifhed his work. Then taking up the 
hat he went to the nuncios, and paid them the refpeet due to 
their character. Gregory X. came from Orvietto to Florence, 
and there meeting lionavcnturc ordained hint hi/hop with his 
own hands : then ordered him to prepare himfeJf to fpeak in 

the general council which he had called to meet at Lyons for 
the reunion of the Greeks. 
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The emperour Michael Palaeologus had made propofals to pope 
Clement IV. for an union. Pope Gregory X. zealoufly purfued 
this afair. Jofepb, patriarch of Conftantinople, made a violent 
oppofition, but was obliged by the emperour to retire into a 
monaftery. To bring this affair to a happy conclufion Grego- 
ry X. invited the Greeks to come to the general council which 
he afiembled at Lyons for this very purpofe, and alfo to con- 
cert meafures forpufliing on a war for the recovery of the Holy 
Land, which the pope promoted with all his might. This was 
the fourteenth general council, and the fecond of Lyons. At 
it were prefent five-hundred bifhops, feventy abbots, James 
king of Arragon, and the embaffadours of the emperour Mi- 
chael and of other Chriftian princes. St. Thomas of Aquin 
died on the road to this fyriod. St. Bonaventure accompanied 
the pope through Milan to it, and arrived at Lyons in No- 
vember, though the council was only opened on the feventh of 
May, 1274 (7). Bonaventure fat on the pope's right hand, 
and firft harangued the aflembly. Between the fecond and 
third fefllons he held his laft general chapter of his Order, in 
which he abdicated the office of general. He found leifure to 
preach, and he eftabliflbed at Lyons a pious confraternity call- 
ed Del Gonfalone-t which he had formerly inftituted at Rome. 
In it pious perfons affociated themfelves in certain daily devo- 
tions, under the patronage of the mother of God. The de- 
puties of the Greeks being arrived at Lyons, St. Bonaventure 
was ordered by the pope to confer with them. They were 
charmed with his fwectnefs, and convinced by his reafoning, 
and they acquiefced in every point. In thankfgiving, the pope 
fung mafs on the feaft of SS. Peter and Paul, and the rofpel 
was fung firft in Latin, then in Greek. After this St. Buna- 
venture preached on the unity of faith. Then the creed was 
fung firft in Latin, then in Greek, and as a feal of the reu- 
nion of the two churches, thofe words were thrice repeated : 
* c Who proccedeth from the Father and the Son." In memory 
of this folcmn funcTion two crofTcs are placed on the high altar 
of the metropolitan church of St. John at Lyons (d). St. Bo- 
naventure was taken ill after this fefiion : ncverthclefs, he af- 
fiftcd at the fourth, in which the Logothetc, or high chanccl- 
lour of Conftantinoplc abjured the fchifm. But the next day 
the faint's flrcngth began entirely to fail him infomuch that he 

was no longer able to attend buiinefs. From that time he 

gave 

(7) Cone. T. 11. p. 937. 
(<t) The Emperour Michael dying in 1283, his fon Aiulronicwv 

rem wed the (chiftn, and rcitorcd the depofed patriarch Joiejh. 
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^avehimfelf up entirely to his private devotions, and the con- 
front amiable ferenity of his countenance demonflrated the holy 
peace and joy of his foul in thofe moft awful moments. The pope 
himfelf gave him extreme unction, as is attefted by an infcription 
which was preferved in the fame chamber in which he died 3 
to our times. The faint kept' his eyes confbntly fixed on a 
crucifix, and expired in great tranquillity on the fifteenth of 
July, in the year 1274, of his age the fifty-third. The 

pope and the whole council folemnized his obfequies on the 
fame day in the church of the Francifcans at Lyons. Peter of 
Tarentaife, a Dominican friar, cardinal and bifhop of Ofiia, 
afterwards pope under the name of Innocent V. preached his 
funeral panegyrick, in which he laid : *' No one ever beheld 
" him who did not conceive a great efteem and affeclion 
" for him : and even Grangers, by hearing him fpeak, were 
" defirous to follow his counfel and advice. For he was gen- 
" tie, affable, humble, pleafing to all, companionate, pru- 
" dent, chafte, and adorned with all virtues." 

The body of St. Bonaventure was tranflated into the new- 
church of the Francifcans on the fourteenth of March 1434. 
King Charles VIII. founded their new convent at Lyons at the 
foot of the cattle of Pierre Incife, in 1494, with a rich cha- 
pel in which the faint's remains were enfhrined, except a part 
of the lower jaw which that king caufed to be conveyed to 
Fontainbleau, and it is now in the church of the Cordeliers in 
Paris : the bones of an arm are kept at Bagnarea, and a lit- 
tle bone at Venice. In 1562, the Calvinifts plundered his 
fhrinc, burnt his relicks in the market-place, and fcattered 
the afhes in the river Saone, as is related by the learn- 
ed Jefuit PofTevinus, who was then at Lyons (8). They 
ftabhed to death the guardian with a catholick captain 
whom they had made prifoner j they burnt the archives 
of the library, and fct fire to the convent. The faint's head 
and ('nine other relicks efcaped the fury of the rebels by having 
been concealed. St Bonaventure was canonized by Sixtus 
IV. in 1482. Sixtus V. enrolled his name among the doctors of 
the church, in the fame mariner as Pius V. had done that of 
St. Thomas Aquinas. The acts of his canonization recoid 
kvcral approved miracles wrought by his imerccilion. The 
nty of Lyons, in 1628, being grievouily aflluUcd with the 
plague, the raging dillemper began to ceafe from the time in 
which certain relicks of our faint were devoutly carried in 
pmcefllon. That and other cities have experienced the divine 
mercy in like maimer, in feveral other publick calamities, by 
invoking St. Jiunavcntuic's intcrceflion. Charles of Orleans, 

father 

(ti) i'oflevin. Apparatus facer, T. 1 p ?.}«; 
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father, of Lewis XII. king of France,, was taken prifoner by 
{he Engjifh in the battle of Agincourt, in 1425. During 
his captivity he fell ill of a fever, under which no human re- 
medies gave him any relief. The more defperate his fituation 
appeared, with the more earrjeftnefs he fet himfelf to implore 
the patronage of St. Bonaventure, and a perfect recovery was 
the recompence of his devotion. In gratitude, fo foon as he 
was fet at liberty, he went to Lyons to offer up his thanks- 
givings and prayers at the tomb of the faint, on which he 
bellowed magnificent prefents (c). 

St, 



(e) Gerfon calls St. Bonaven- 
ture both a cherub and a feraph, 
becaufe his writings both en- 
lighten and inflame. . His Order 
makes his dodlrine the ftandard 
of their fchools, according to a 
decree of pope Pius V- To the 
works of St. Bonaventure thefe 
divines add the double com- 
ments of Scotus on Ariftotle and 
the Matter of the Sentences. 

Peter Lombard, a native of 
Novara in Lombardy, was a ce- 
leb rated profefTor of divinity in 
the univerfity of Paris, and died 
bifhop of that city in 11 64. He 
compiled a body of divinity, 
collected from the writings of 
the fathers, into four books, 
called OfthcSmtcnccs, from which 
he was furnamed, The Matter of 
the Sentences. This work he is 
faid by fomc to have copied chief- 
ly from the writings of Blanch- 
nus, his matter;, and others. (See 
James Thomafius De Plagio lite- 

ratio fromScdl. 4.93 to 502.) Tho 1 
it be not exempt from inaccura- 
cies, the method appeared fo well 
adapted to the purpofes of the 
fchoolmen that they followed the 
fame, and for their lectures gave 
comments on thefe four books 
of the Sentences. Among thefe 
St. Thomas Aquinas Hands fore, 
moil. The divines of the Fran- 
cifcan Order take for their guides 
St. Honaventure and John Duns 

8cotus. This latter was boni in 



Northumberland, and enter- 
ed young into the Order of 
St. Francis at Newcaille. He 
performed his ftudies, and after- 
ward taught divinity at Oxford, 
where he wrote his Com men- 
taries on the Matter of the Sen- 
tences, which were thence called 

his Oxonian Commentaries. He 

was called to Paris about the 
year 1304, and in 1307 was ap- 
pointed by his Order Regent of 
their theological fchools in that 
Univerfity, where he publifhed 

his Report at a in §entenlias^ called 

his Paris Commentaries, which 
are called by Dr. Cave a rough 
or unfinished abflract of his Ox- 
ford Commentaries. For the 
fubtilty and quicknefs of his un- 
derftanding, and his penetrating 
genius he was regarded as a pro- 
digy. Being fent by his Order 
to Cologn in 1308, he was re- 
ceived by the whole city in pro- 
ceflion, but died on the eighth ol 
November, the lame year of an 
apoplexy, being 43, orasothcis 
fay only 34 yean old. The fable of 
his being buried alive is clearly 
confined by Luke Wadding, the 
learned lrifli Francifcan who 
publifhed his works, with note:;, 
in twelve Tomes, printed at Ly- 
ons, in 1636. Natalia •Alexan- 
der, a mod impartial enquirer in- 
to this difputc and others have al- 

fo dcmonilratcd that llory to have 

been 
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St. Bonaventure,this great mafterof a fpiritual life, places not the 
perfection of chriftian virtue fo much in the more heroick exercifes 

of 



been a moil groundlefs fidlion. 
Wadding, Colgan, &c. pre- 
tend that Duns Scot us was an 
Irifhman, and born at Down 
in Ulfter. John Major, Demp- 
fter and Trithemius fay he was 
a Scotfman, born at Duns, eight 
miles from England. But Le- 
land, Wharton, Cave and Tan- 
ner prove that he was an Eng- 
lifhman, and a native of Dun- 
ftone, by contraction Duns, a 
village in Northumberland, in 
the parifh of Emildun, then be- 
longing to Merton-hall in Ox- 
ford, of which hall he was af- 
terward a member. This is at- 
tefted in the end of feveral ma- 
nufcript copies of his comments 
on the Sentences, written foon 
after the time when he lived, 
and flill fhewn at Oxford in the 
colleges of Baliol and Merton. 
That he was a Scotfman, much 
lefs that he was an Iriihrnan, no 
author feems to have dreamed 
before the fixtecnth century, as 
Mr. Wharton obferves. (See 
Cave. T. 2. Append, p. 4. Wood 
Athen. Oxon. Sir James Ware 
de Script. Hibern. c. 10. p. 64. 
Tanner de Script. Brit. V. Duns. 
Wadding, in the life of Scotus 
prefixed to his works). 

William Ockhani a native of 
Surry, alio a Grey i'Viar, a fcho- 
lar of Duns Scotus at Paris, dif- 
aj>reeing from his mailer in opi- 
nions, railed hot difputes in the 
idiooh, and became the head 
or leader of the NuMtnuis, a feet 
among the fchoolmeu who in 
philofophy explain things chiefly 
by the properties of terms ; and 
maintain that words nor things, 
are the object of di;th;oiick, in 

^ppoiition to the oUien called 



Re all [is. Ockham was provincial 
of his Order in England, in 1322, 
and according to Wood (Hill. S~ 
Ant. 1. z. p. 87.) wrote a book 
On the Po-oerty •/ Chn/I, and o- 
ther treatifes againft pope form 
XXII. by whom he was excom- 
municated He became a warm 
abettor of the fchifm of Lewis 
of Bavaria and his antipope Pe- 
ter Corbarius, and died at Mu- 
nick in 1347. ^ e * s to 
have favoured the'herefy of the 
Fratricclli, introduced by cer- 
tain Grey Friars in the marqui- 
fate of Ancona, who made all 
perfection to conllft in a feeming 
poverty, rebelled againft the 
church, and railed at the pope 
and the other parlors. Flying 
into Germany they were favour- 
ed by Lewis of Bavaria, and 
in return fuppor'ted his fchifm. 
They at length rejected the fa- 
craments as ufelefs. Akin to 
thefe were the Beguards and Be- 
guineF, an heretical feci formed 
by feveral poor lay men and wo- 
men, who, fome by an ill-go- 
verned devotion, and a love of* 
a lazy life, others out of a fpt- 
rit of libcrtinifm, would needs 
imitate the poverty of the Fri- 
ars Mendicants, without being 
tied to obedience, or living un- 
der fupcriours. They at length 
fell into many extravagant er- 
rours, and became a loeiety of 
various notions and opinions, 
which had nothing common but 
the hatied they bore to the pope 
and other pi elates, and the af- 
fectation of a voluntary poverty 
under which they covered an in- 
finite number of disorders and 
crimes. Such aie the baneful 

fuiits of felf conceit. 
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of a religious ft ate as in the performing well our ordinary afti- 
ons, ** Xhe beft perfection of a religious man, fays he, is to 
<c do common things in a perfect manner (9). A conftant 
" fidelity in fmall things is a great and heroick virtue/' It is a 
continual crucifixion of felf-love and all the pafiions ; a complete 
lacrifice of all our actions, moments and affections, and the 
entire reign of God's grace throughout our whole lives, 

(9) St. Bonav. Specul. Novit. p. z: c. 2. 

On the fame Day. 

St. Camillus de Lellis, C. He was born in 1550, at Eac 
chianico, in Abruzzo, in the kingdom of Naples. He loll his 
mother in his infancy, and fix years after his father, who was a 
gentleman, and had been an officer, firft in the Neapolitan and af- 
terward in the French troops in Italy. Camillus having learned 
only to read and write, entered himfelf young in the army, and 
ferved nrft in the Venetian, and afterward in the Neapolitan troops, 
till in 1574* his company was disbanded. He had contracted i'o 
violent a paffion for cards and gaming, that he fometimes loft even 
necelTaries. All playing at lawful games for exorbitant funis, and 
absolutely all games of hazard for confiderable fums are forbidden 
by the law of nature, by the imperial or civil law (t) and by the 
fevereft laws of all chritlian or civilized nations, and .by the ca- 
nons of the church (a). No contract is juftifiable in which neither 
reafon nor proportion is obferved. Nor can it be confident with 
the natural law of juftice for a man to ftake any fum on blind 
chance, or to expofe, without a reafonable equivalent or neceflity, fo 
much of his own or adverfary's money, that the lofs would nota- 
bly diftrefs himfelf or any other perfon. Alio many other fins are 
inseparable from a fpirit of gaming, which fprings from avarice, is 
fo hardened as to rejoice in the lofs of others, and is the fource 
and immediate occafion of many other vices. The beft remedy 
for this vice is, that thofe who are infecled with it be obliged, or 
at leall exhorted, to give whatever they have won to the poor. 

Camillus was infenfible of the evils attend ing gaming, till 

neceflity compelled him to open his eyes. JKor he at length vva^ 

reduced to fuch tlreights, that- for a hibfiltence he was obliged to 

drive two afl'es, and to woxk at a building which belonged to 

the 

(1) Tit. de Alcatoribus tarn in Digefto quam in Codice. 

{a) Sec St. Bonav. in 4 dill. Bcrnnrdin of Sienna (Serm. "J« 

14. St. Raymuiul. St. Antonin. Domin. Quadrag. 'J'. 

Coinitolus 1. 3. q. 7. p. 34.8, Sec. they are worfe than robbers, be* 

Arillotle (1. 4. Ethic, c. 1.) places caufe more treacherous, and ro« 

gamelters in the fame clafs with vering their rapine under ieuu- 

highway men and plunderers. St. cin£ glomes. 
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the Capuchin friars. The divine mercy had not abandoned him 
through all his wanderings, but had often vifued him with ftrong 
interiour calls to penance. A moving exhortation which the 
guardian of the Capuchins one day made him, completed his con- 
verflon. Ruminating on it as he rode from him upon his bufinefs, 
he at length alighted, fell on his knees, and vehemently finking 
his breaft, with many tears and loud groans deplored his pafr. un- 
thinking flnful life, and cried to heaven for mercy. This hap- 
pened in February, in the year 1575, the twenty-fifth of his age : 
and from that time to his lafl breath he never interrupted his pe- 
nitential courfe. He made an eflay of a noviciate both among the 
Capuchins, and the Grey Friars, but could not be admitted to his 
religious profeflion among either on account of a running fore in 
one of his legs, which was judged Incurable. Therefore leaving 
his own country he went to Rome, and there ferved the fick in 
St. James's hofpitai of Incurables four years with great fervour. 
He wore a knotty hairfhirt, and a rough brafs girdle next his fkin; 
watched night and day about the fick, efpecially thofe that were 
dying, with the moil fcrupulous attention. He was moft zealous 
to fuggelt. to them devout acts of virtue and to procure them every 
fpiritual help. Fervent humble prayer was the afliduous exercife 
of his foul, and he received the holy communion every Sunday 
and holyday, making ufe of St. Philip Neri for his confeflarius. 
The provifors or adminiftrators having been witneiTes to his cha- 
rity, prudence and piety after fome time appointed him director of 
the hofpitai. 

Camillus grieving to fee the floth of hired fervants in attend- 
ing the fick, formed a project of afTociating certain pious perfons 
for that office who Ihould be dcfirous to devote themfelves to ic 

1 

out of a motive of fervent charity. He found proper perfons 
fo difpofed, but met with great obftacles in the execution of his 
dcfign. With a view of rendering himfelf more ufeful in fpiritu- 
ally aflifting the fick, he took a refolution to prepare himfelf to 
receive holy orders. For this purpofe he went through a courfe of 
ftudies with incredible alacrity and ardour, and received all his 
orders from Thomas Goldwell, bifhop of St. Afaph's, fuffragan 
to cardinal Savelli, the bifhop vicegerent in Rome, under pope 
Gregory XIII. A certain gentleman of Rome, named Firmo Cal- 
vo, gave the faint fix hundred Roman fequines of gold (about two 
hundred and fifty pounds llerling) which he put out for an annuity 
of thirty fix fequines a year during his life ; this amounting to a 
competent patrimony for the title of his ordination, required by 
the council of Trent, and the laws of the diocefs. The fame pious 
gentleman, befides frequent great benefactions during his life, be- 
queathed his whole cftate real and perfonal on Camillu^s hofpitai 
at his death. The faint was ordained prielt at Wlmfuntide in 1584, 
and being nominated to fervc n little chapel called our Lady's ad 
niracula he quitted the direction of the hofpitai. Before the clofe 
of the fame year he laid the foundation of his Congregation for lea v- 
ing the lick, giving to thofe who were admitted into it, a long 

thick garment with a black cloak for their habit. The faint pre- 
scribed 
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fcribed them certain fliort rules, and they went every day to the 
great hofpital of the Holy Ghoft, where they ferved the fick with 
i'o much affection, piety and diligence, that it was vifible to all who 
faw them, that they confidered Chrift himfelf as lying fick or wound- 
ed in his members. 

They made the beds of the patients, paid them every office of 
charity, and by their fhort pathetick exhortations difpofed them for 
the laft facramencs, and a happy death. The founder had power- 
ful adverfaries, and great difficulties to ftruggle with : but by confi- 
dence in God he conquered them all. In 1585, his friends hired 
for him a large houfe, and the fuccefs of his undertaking encouraged 
him to extend farther his pious views. For he ordained that the 
members of his Congregation mould bind themfelves by the obliga- 
tion of their inftitute, to ferve perfons infected with the plague, pri- 
foners and thofc who lie dying in private houfes. 

Sicknefs is often the moll: fevere and grievous of all trials, whence 
the devil made it his laft aflault in tempting Job (i). It is a time 
in which a chriftian ftands in need of the greateft conftancy and for- 
titude ; yet through the weaknefs of nature, is generally the ieait 
able to keep his heart united with God, and ufually never Hands 
more in need of fpiritual comfort and affiftance. The ftate of fick- 
nefs is always a vifitation of God who by it knocks at the door of 
our heart, and puts us in mind of death : it is the touch-ftone of pa- 
tience, and the fchool or rather the harveft of penance, refignation, 
divine love and every virtue. Yet by a mod fatal abufe, is this 
mercy often loft and perverted by floth, impatience, fenfuality and 
frowardnefs. Thofe who in time of health were backward in exer- 
ciftng fervent a&s of faith, hope, charity, contrition, &c. in fick- 
nefs are ftill more indifpofed for practices with which they are unac- 
quainted. And to their grievous misfortune fometimes paftors can- 
not fufliciently attend them, or have not a fuitable addrefs which 
will give them the key of their hearts, or teach them the art of infi- 
riuating into the fouls of penitents the heroick lentiments and an in- 
teriour reliih of thofe effential virtues. This confideration moved 
Camillus to make it the chief end of his new cftablifhment, to afford 
or procure the fick all fpiritual fuccour, diicreetly to fuggett to them 
fiort pathetick acts of compunction and other virtues, to read by 
them, and to pray for them. For this end he fnrmfhed his prklis 
with proper books of devotion, efpccially on penance and on the 
fuil'erings of Chrift : and he taught them to have always at hand the 
molt fuitable ejaculations extracted from the pi alms and other de- 
votions (6). But dying perfons were the principal object of our 
faint's pious zeal and charity. A man's laft moments are the moll 
precious of his whole life; and are of infinite importance; as on 
them depends his eternal lot. 'T hen the devil ufcth his utmoil ef- 
forts to ruin a foul, and comclb do ( ujn t having great wrath, knowing 

that 

(1 ) Job ii. 4. 

{!;) On the methods of varying every day thefc acts, fee Polan- 

cus, Ds //to Jo juvandi morienta ; Joan, a Thonu. dud. Uoiu, ^ 
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that he bath but a finrt time (2). The faint therefore redoubled his 
earnetfnefs to afford every fpiritual help to perfbns who feemed in 
danger of death. He put them early in mind to fettle their temporal 
concerns, that their thoughts might be afterwards employed entirely 
on the affair of their foul. He advifed thofe friends not to approach 
them too much, whofe fight or immoderate grief could only difturb 
or afflict them. He difpoied them to receive the laft facraments by 
the molt perfe£l acts of compunction, refignation, faith, hope and 
divine love : and he taught them to make death a voluntary facrifke 
of them fe Ives to the divine will, and in fatisfaction for fin, of which 
it is the punifhment. He inftructed them to conjure their bleffed 
Redeemer by the bitter anguifh which his divine heart felr in the 
garden and on the crofs, and by his prayer nvitb a loud 'voice and 
ttarj, in which he deferved to be beard for bis reverence, that he 
would ihew them mercy, and give them the grace to offer up their 
death in union with his moft precious death, and to receive their foul 
as he with his laft breath recommended his own divine foul into the 
hands of his heavenly Farher, and with it thofe of all his elect to 
the end of the world. He inftituted prayers for all perfons in theic 
agony, or who were near their death. 

Every one was charmed at fo perfect a project of chanty, and alf 
admired that fuch noble views, and fo great an undertaking mould 
have been referved to an obfeure illiterate perfon. Pope Sixtua V. 
confirmed this Congregation in 1586, and ordered that it Ihould be 
governed by a triennial fuperiour. Camillus was the firrr, and Ro- 
ger, an Engliihman, was one of his firft companions. The church 
of St. Mary Magdalen was bellowed on him for the ufe of his Con- 
gregation. In 1588, he was invited to Naples, and with twelve 
companions founded there a new houfe. Certain gallies having the 
plague on board were forbid to enter the harbour. Wherefore thefe 
pious Servants of the feck (for that was the name they took) went on 
board, and attended them : on which occafion two of their number 
died of the peftilence, and were the fir 11 martyrs of charity in this 
holy inftitute. St. Camillus fliewed a like charity in Rome when a 
pdtilential fever fwept off great numbers, and again when that city 
was vifited by a violent famine. In 1-591, Gregory XV. erected 
this Congregation into a religious Order, with all the privileges of 
the mendicant Orders, and under the obligation of the four vows of 
poverty, chaftity, obedience, and perpetually ferving the fick, even 
thofe infected with the plague: he forbad thefe religious men to pais 
to any other Order except to that of the Carthufians. Tope Clement 
Vlll. in 1592, and 1600, again confirmed this Order, with addi- 
tional privileges. Indeed the very end of this inftitution engaged 
♦'11 men to favour it; efpecially thofe who conliclered how many 
thouiands die, even in the nudft of priefb, without fufficient help in 
Preparing theiufelves for that dreadful hour which decides their eter- 
lllt y - what fuperhcial confeflions, what neglect in acts of contrition, 
charity, rellitution and other eifential duties, are often to be feared ; 
Which grievous evils might be liequently remedied by the afmiuity 

°tivell qualified milliners. 
V ol.. 111. K Amcntr 

(2) Apoc. xii. 1 2. 



130 St. CAM1LLUS, C. Jvily i 4 ; 

Among many abufes and dangerous evils which the zeal of St, 
Camillus prevented, his attention to every circumftance relating to 
the care of dying perfons foon made him difcover that in hofpitals 
many are buried alive, of which Cicatello relates feveral exam- 
ples (3), particularly of one buried in a vault, who was found walk- 
ing about in it when the next corpfe was brought to be there in- 
terred. Hence the faint ordered his religious to continue the prayers 
for fouls yet in their agony for a quarter of an hour after they feem 
to have drawn their lart breath, and not to fuffer their faces to be 
covered fo foon as is ufual, by which means thofe that are not dead 
are ftifled. This precaution is moft necefTary in cafes of drowning, 
apoplexies, and fuch accidents and diftempers which arife from meer 
obflructions or fome fudden revolution of humours (c). St. Camillus 
fhewed Hill a far greater folicitude to provide all comfort and aflift. 
ance for the fouls of thofe that are lick, fuggefting frequent fhort 
pathetick afpirations, fhewing them a crucifix, examining their pad 
confeflions and prefent difpofitions, and making them exhortations 

with 

(3} Cicat. 1. 2. c 1. p. 446; 



(c) This obfervation of St. 
Camillus has been fince con- 
firmed by many inftances of per- 
fons who were found to have 
been buried alive, or to have re- 
covered long after they had ap- 
peared to have been dead. Ac- 
counts of feveral fuch examples 
are found in many modern medi- 
cal and philofophical memoirs of 
literature which have appeared 
during this century, efpecially 
in France and Germany : and 
experience evinces the cafe to 
have been frequent. — Boerhaave 
(Net. in Inibt. Medic.) and 
ibmc other men whole names 
Hand among the foremoil in the 
lilt of philoibphers, have demon - 
ihated by many undoubted ex- 
amples, that where the perfon 
is not dead, an entire ceffation 
of breathing, and of the circula- 
tion of the blood may happen 
lor fome time, by a total ob- 
31 ruction in the organical move- 
ments of the tyring* and fluids of 
the whole body, which obftruc- 
ivon may fb in e times be after- 
ward removed, and the vital 
function:; rcilored. Whence the 



foul is not to beprefumed to leave 
the body in the a£t of dying, but 
at the moment in which fome 
organ or part of the body abfo- 
lutely effential to life is irrepa* 
rahly decayed or deflroyed. Nor 
can any certain mark be given 
that a perfon is dead till fome 
evident fymptom of putrefaction 
commenced appears fenfible. 
Duran, and fome other eminent 
furgeons in France, in memorials 
addrefTed, fome to the French 
king, others to the publick, 
complain that two cufloms call 
for red re fs, iirft, that of burying 
multitudes in the churches, by 
which experience fhews that the 
air is often extremely infecled; 
the fecond is that of which we 
fpeak. To prevent the danger 
of this latter, thefe authors infill 
that no corpfe mould be allowed 
to be buried, or its face clofc co- 
vered, before fome certain proof 
of putrefaction, for which they 

aflign aa uiually one of the finl 
marks, if the lower jaw being 
flined does not reft ore it/elf, the 
fpring of the muicles being loft 
by putrefaction. 



1 



July 14. St. CAMILLUS, C. 131 
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with fuch unction and fervour that his voice feemed like a fhrill 
trumpet, and pierced the hearts of all who heard him. He encou- 
raged his difciples to thefe duties with words of lire. He did not 
Jove to hear any thing fpoke unlefs divine charity made part of the 

fubjetf; and if he heard a fermon in which it was not mentioned, 
he would call the difcourfe a gold ring without a ftonc. 

He was himfelf afflicted with many corporal infirmities, as a fore 
m his leg for forty fix years ; a rupture for thirty eight years which 
he got by ferving the licks two callous fores in the fole of one of his 
feet, which gave him great pain ; violent ncphruick colicks, and for a 
long time before he died, a lofs of appetite. Under this com- 
plication of difeafes he would not fuffer any one to wait on him, but 
ient all his brethren to ferve poor lick perfons. When he was not 
able to ftand he would creep out of his bed, even in the night, by 
the fides of the beds, and crawl from one patient to another to ex- 
hort them to acts of virtue, and fee if they wanted any thing. He 
ilept very little, fpending great part of the night in prayer and' in 
ferving the fick. He ufed often to repeat with St. Francis : <e So 
" great is the happinefs which I hope for, that all pain and fufFer- 
" ing is a pleafure." His friars are not obliged to recite the church 
office, unlefs they are in holy Orders; but confefs and communicate 
every Sunday and great holyday, have every day one hour's medita- 
tion, hear mafs, and fay the litany, beads and other devotions, Th* 
holy founder was mo ft fcrupuloufly exact in every word and ceremo- 
ny of the holy mafs, and of the divine office. He defpifed himfelf 
to a degree that aftonifhed all who knew him. He laid down the? 
general/hip in 1607, that he might be more at leifure to ferve the 
poor. He founded religious houfes at Bologna, Milan, Genoa, Flo- 
rence, Ferrara, Meflana, Palermo, Mantua, Viterbo, Bocchiano„ 
Theate, Burgonono, Sinuefla, and other places. He had fent feve- 
ral of his friars into Hungary, and to all other places which in his 
time were afflicted with the plague. When Nola was viiitcd with 
that calamity in 1600, the bifhop conftituted Camillas his vicar ge- 
neral, and it is incredible what fuccours the fick received from him 
and his companions, of whom five died of that dillemper. God tcf- 
tificd his approbation of the faint's zeal by the fpirit of prophcly, 
and the gift of miracles on feveral occafions, and by many heavenly 
communications and favours. He aifilled at the fifth general chap- 
ter of his Order in Rome in 1613, and after it, with the new gene- 
ral, vifited the houfes in JLombardy, giving them his lali exhorta- 
tions which were every where received with tears. At Genoa ho 
was extremely ill, but being a little better, duke Doria Turfi fent 
him in his rich galley to Civita Vecchia, whence he was conveyed in 
a litter to Rome. He recovered fo as to be able to finifh the viiitation 
ol his hofpitals, but foon relapfed, and his life was defpaired of by the 
phyficians. Hearing this, belaid: 1 rejoice in <wbat hath been told 
w: nve Jball yo into the bottje vf the Lord. He received the Via- 
ticum from the hands of cardinal Ginnaiio protestor of his Order, and 
faid with many tears ; " O Lord, I confefs 1 am the molt wretched of 
" finiicrs, moil undu (crying ; of thy favour: but favc nie by thy in- 

tome gooduefs. My hope is placed in ihy divine mercy through tliy 

K. z f* precious 
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*< precious blood." Though he had lived in the greateft purity of con- 
ference ever fince his conversion, he had been accuflomed to go every 
day to confefiion with great compunclion and many tears. When he re- 
ceived extreme unction he made a moving exhortation to his religious 
brethren, and having foretold that he Ihould die that evening, he ex- 
pired on the fourteenth of July, 1614, being fixty five years one 
month and twenty days old. He was buried near the high altar in 
St. Mary Magdalen's church; but upon the miracles which were 
authentically approved, his remains were taken up and laid under 
the akar : they were enflirined after he was folemnly canonized 
by pope Clement XII — See the life of St. Camillus by Cicatello 
his dilciple, the acts of his canonization, and Helyot, hilt, des or- 
dres Reiig. T. 4. p. 263, 
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St. HENRY II. Emperour. 

From his authentick life publifhed by Surius and IfAndilly, and 
from the hlftorians Sigebert, Glaber, Dithmar 9 Lambert of Jf 
chaffenbnrg y Leo Urbevctanus in his double chronicle of the popes 
find emperours, in Deliciez Eruditor* T* I and 2 > Avcntin's 
mnals of Bavarian Sec. 

A. D. 1024. 

ST. Henry furnamed the Pious and the Lame, was fon of 
Henry duke of Bavaria, and of Gifella, daughter of Con- 
rad king of Burgundy, and was born in 972. He was defcend- 
cd from Henry duke of Bavaria, fon of the emperour Henry 
the Fowler, and brother of Otho the Great, confequently our 
faint was near akin to the three firft emperours who bore the 
name of OlIio. St. Wolfgang, the bifliop of Ratifbon, being 
a prelate the moft: eminent in all Germany for learning, piety, 
and Kcal, our young prince was put under his tuition, and by 
his excellent infi ructions and example he made from his infancy 
wonderful progrefs in learning and in the mod perfect practice 
of chrillian virtue. The death of his dear matter and fpiritua! 
guide, which happened in 994, was to him a moft fenfiblc af- 
fliction. In the following year he fucceeded his father in the 

dutchy of Bavaria, and in ioo&« upon the death of his eoufm 
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Otho III. he was chofen emperour (a). He was the fame year 
crowned king of Germany, at Mentz, by the archbifliop of 
that city. He had always before his eyes the extreme dangers 
to which they are expofed who move on the precipice of 
power, and that all human things are like edifices of fand, 
which every breath of time threatens to overturn or deface: he 
ftudied the extent and importance of the obligations which at- 
tended his dignity; and by the afliduous practice of humiliati- 
ons, prayer, and pious meditation, he maintained in his heart 
the neceflary fpirit of humility and holy fear, and was enabled 
to bear the tide of profperity and honour with a conftant even- 
nefs of temper. Senfible of the end for which alone he was ex- 
alted by God to the higheft temporal dignity, he exerted his 
moft ftrenuous endeavours to promote in all things the divine 
honour, the exaltation of the church, and the peace and happi- 



nefs of his people. 



K 



3 



Soon 



[a) The empire of the Weft, 
which had been extinguifhed 
in Auguftulus, was reftored in 
the year 800, in the perfon 
of Charlemagne, king of France, 
who extended his conquefts in- 
to part of Spain, almoft all 
Italy, all Flanders and Ger- 
many, and part of Hungary. 
The imperial crown continued 
fome time in the different branch- 
es of his family, fometimes in 
France, fometimes in Germany, 
and fometimes in both united 
under the fame monarch. Lew- 
is IV. the eighth hereditary em- 
perour of the Franks, was a 
weak prince, and died in the 
20th year of his age, in 912, 
without leaving any iflue. Thefe 
emperours, in imitation 
Lombards, had created 
petty Sovereigns in their 
who grew very powerful, 
princes declared that by the 
death of Lewis XV. the imperial 
dignity was devolved on the 
Ciennanick people; and exclud- 
ing Charles the Simple, king of 
r- ranee, the next heir in bloo i of 
the Carlovinian race, elecled 
Conrad J. duke of Franconia : 
and after him Henry L furnamed 



of the 
fevcral 

itates, 

Thefe 



the Fowler, duke of Saxony, 
who was fucceeded by three 
Otho's of the fame family of 
Saxony. After St. Henry II. 
feveral emperours (the following 
Henries, and two Fredericks in 
particular) were of the Franconian 
family. Rodolph I. of the houfe 
of Auftria, was chofen in 1273. 
There have been four dukes of 
Bavaria emperours, five of the 
houfe of Luxemburg, three of 
the old Bohemian royal houfe, 

Cifr. Butin 1438, Albert II. duke 
of Auftria, and marquis of Mo- 
ravia, was railed to thatfuprcme 
dignity, which from that time 
has remained chiefly in that fa- 
mily. The ancient duc:il houfe 
of Saxony was defcended from 
Wittekind the Great, the lalt 
elecled king of the Saxons, who 
afterwards fuflaincd a Jong ob- 
flinate war againfl Pepin and 
Charlemagne, fubmitted to the 
latter, and being baptized by St* 
Lullus in 785, was created by 
Charlemagne firil duke of Sax- 
ony. St. Henry II. was the fifth 
emperour of the Saxon race, 
delcended from Wittekind the 

Great. 
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Soon after his acceflion to the throne he refigned the duke- 
dom of Bavaria, which he beftowed on his brother-in-law 
Henry, furnamed Senior. He procured a national council of 
the bifhops of all his dominions, which was afTembled at Dort- 
mund in Weftphalia, in 1005, in order to regulate many points 
of discipline, and to enforce a frricl: ob fervance of the holy ca- 
nons. It was owing to his zeal that many provincial fynods 
■were alfo held for the fame purpofe in feveral parts of the em- 
pire. He was himfelf prefent at that of Frankfort in ioc6, and 
at another of Bamberg in 1011. The protection he owed his 
fubjecls engaged him fometimes in wars, in all which he was 
fuccefsful. By his prudence, courage and clemency he ltiflcd a 
rebellion at home, in the beginning of his reign, and without 
linking a ftroke compelled the malecontents to lay down their 
arms at his feet, which when they had done he received them 
into favour. Two years after he quelled another rebellion in 
Italy, when Ardovinus or Hardwick, a Lombard lord, had 
caufed himfelf to be crowned king at Milan, This nobleman, 
after his defeat, made his fubmiflion, and obtained his pardon. 
When he had afterward revolted a fecond time, the emperour 
marched again into Italy, vanquifhed him in battle, and de- 
prived him of his territories, but did not take away his life, and 
Ardovinus became a monk. After this fecond victory, St. Hen- 
ry went in triumph to Rome, where, in 1014, he was crowned 
emperour with great folemnity by pope Benedict VIII. On 
that occafion, to give a proof of his devotion to the holy fee, 
he confirmed to it, by an ample diploma, the donation made 
by feveral former emperours, of the fovereignty of Rome, and 
the exarchate of Ravenna (I) : and after a ihort ftay at Rome, 
look leave of the pope 3 and in his return to Germany kept the 

Eafler 



(J>) On the authenticity of this 
diploma of Ilenryll. and alfo of 
thole of Pepin, Charlemagne, and 
Otho f . ice the diflertation of the 
Abbate Cenni, entitled, Efame dc 
J)ij)/omi iPQttonee S. Arriga, print. 
cd at Rome in 1 754* 

That the fee of Rome was pof- 
fefled of great riches, even during 
the rage of the fn ft perfecutions, 
h clear from the aclb of nniveifal 
charity performed by the popes, 
mentioned by vSt. Diony litis of 
Corinth, and after the perfecu- 
tions by St. Bafil and St. John 
Climactic. From the reign of 



Conflantine the Great many large 

pofleflions were bellowed on the 
])opes for the fervice of the 
church. Cenni ( Efame di Diplo- 
ma di Ludo-X'ico Pio) ihews in de- 
tail from St. Gngory the Great's 
cpilUcs, that the Roman ice, in 
his time, enjoyed very large 
cilatcs, with a very ample civil 
jurifdiflion, and a power of pti- 
niflnnt* delinquents in them by 
deputy judge:., in Sicily, Cala- 
bria, Apulia, Campania, Ra- 
venna, Sahina, Dalmatia, Illy- 

ricum, Sardinia, CorJica, Lijui- 

ria, 
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Eafter holydays at Paviaj then he vifited the monaftery of Clu- 

K 4 

ria, the Alpes Cottia?, and a 
fmall eftate in Gaul. Some of 
thefe eftates comprifed feveral 
bifhopricks, as appears from St, 
Gregory, 1. 7. ep. 39. Indicl. ii. 

The Alpes Cottias that be- 
longed to. the popes, included 
Genoa and the fea coart from 
that town to the Alps, the boun- 
daries of Gaul, as Thomaffin 
(i. 1. de difcipl. eccl. c. 27. 
n. 17.) takes notice, and as Ba- 
ronius (ad an. 712. p. 9.) proves 
from the teftimony of Oldradus, 
bifliop of Milan. And Paul the 
deacon writes, that the Lombards 
feized the Alpes Cottias, which 
were the eftate of the Roman fee. 
Pattimonium Jtlpium Cottiarutn 
qitss quondam ad jus pertinuerant 
apofto/zcar fedis, Jed a Longobardis 
multo tempore f iterant ablatte (Paul. 

Diac. 1. 6. c. 43). Father Ca- 

jctan, in his Ijagoge ad bijloriam 
Siculam, points out at length the 
different eftates which the Ro- 
man fee formerly poffeffcd in Si- 
cily. The popes were charged 
with a great fhare of the care of 
the city and civil government of 
Rome. St. Gregory the Great 
mentions that it was part of their 
duty to provide that the city was 
fupplied with corn (I. 5. ep. 40. 
alias 1. 4. ep. 31. ad Maurit.) 
and that he was obliged to watch 
againft the nratagcms of the ene- 
mies, and the treachery of the 
Roman generals and govcrnours 

(L 5. ep. 42. alias 1. 4. Cp.35). 

And he appointed Contlantius a 
tribune to be governour of Na- 
ples (I. 2. ep. II. alias ep, 7). 

Anaftafms the Librarian tcilifies 
that the popes Silinnius and Gre- 
gory II. both repaired the walls 
of Rome, and put the city in .1 
pofture of defence, h'rom thefe 
and other facts Thoinallm ob- 
Jifrvcs that the popes had then 



the chief adminiflration of the 
city of Rome and of the exar- 
chate, made treaties of peace, 
averred wars, defended and re- 
covered cities, and repulfed the 
enemies (ThomafT. de Benefic. 
3 part. 1. i.e. 29. n. 6.). When 

the Lombards ravaged and CCn- 
to 

quered the country, the empe- 
rours continued to opprefs the 
people with exorbitant taxes, yet 
being bufy at home againft the 
Saracens, refufed to protect the 
Romans againfc the barbarians. 
Whereupon the people of Italy, 
in the time of Gregory II. in 
715, chofe themfelves in many 
places leaders and princes, 
though that pope exhorted them 
every where to remain in their 
obedience and fidelity to the em- 
pire, as Anafianus the Librarian 
aim res us : Ne drjtjlerer.t ab amove 
et fide Romani imperii admonfbat . — ~ 

Leo the Ifaurian, and his fon 
Conftantine Copronymus perfe- 
cuted the catholicks : yet Za- 
chary and Stephen II. paid them 
all due obedience and refpect in 
matters relating to the civil go- 
vernment. Leo threatened to 
deftroy the holy images, and 
profane the relicks of the apoltles 
at Rome At which news the 
people of Rome were not to be 
retrained, but having before re- 
ceived with honour the images 
of that emperour, according to 
cuilom, they in a fit of Hidden 
fury pulled them down. Tope 
Stephen 11. exhort :d the empe- 
rour to forbear Ah h facriloges 
and perfecutions, and at the fame 
time "-aye him to underiland the 

4 P 

da litre i* of exafperarim*; the popu- 
lace, though he did what in him 
lay to prevent by in treaties both 
the profanations threatened by 
the emperour, and alio the re- 
volt 
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III, on which he beftowed the imperial globe of gold which the 

pope 

into France to invite Pepin into 
Italy, conferred on him the title 
of Patrician^, but had not re- 
coarfe to this expedient till the 
Eaflern empire had abfolutely 
abandoned Italy to the fvvords of 
the Lombards. Pope Zachary 
made a peace with Luitprarvd, 
king of the Lombards, and af- 
terward a truce with king Rachis 
for twenty years. But that prince 
putting on the Benedictine habit, 
his brother and fucceflbur Aftul- 
phus broke the treaty. Stephen 
II. who fucceeded Zachary in 
752, fent great prefents to Aftul- 
phus, " begging he would give 
peace to the exarchate ; but could 
not be heard, as Anaftafius tefti- 
fies. Whereupon Stephen went 
to Paris, and implored the pro- 
tection of king Pepin, who fent 
embafiadours into Lombardy, re- 
quiring that Aftulphus would 
reftore what he had taken from 
the church of Rome, and repair 
the damages he had done the 
Romans. Aftulphus refufing to 
comply with thefe conditions, 
Pepin led an army into Italy, de- 
feated the Lombards, and be- 
fieged and took Aftulphus in Pa- 
via : but generoufly reftored him 
his kingdom on condition he 
mould live in amity with the 
pope. But immediately after 
Pepin's departure he pcrfidioufly 
took up arms, and in revenge put 
every thing to fire and fword in 
the territories of Rome. This 
obliged Pepin to return into Ita- 
ly, and Altulphus was again 
beaten and made prifoner in Pa- 
via. Pepin once more reftored 
him his kingdom, but threatened 
him with death, if he ever again 
took up arms again it the pope: 
and he took from hi in the exar- 
chate of Ravenna, of which the 

Lombard 



volt of the people : Tunc projeBa 

laureata tua conculcarunt. . . Aifq% 
Romam mitt am 9 et imaginem S, 
Petri con/ringam \ : . Quod (i quo/ 
piam niiferisy proteflamur tibi y inno- 
cent 'es Junius a /anguine quern fit/uri 

font. On the facrileges and cru- 
elties exercifed by the Iconoclafts 
in the Eaft, fee the Bollandifts, 
Auguft ix. To prevent the like 

at Rome, fome of the Greek 
lilftorians fay that pope Grego- 
ry II. withdrew himfelf and all 
Italy from the obedience of the 
emperour. But Theophanes and 
the other Greeks were in this 
particular certainly miftaken, as 
Thomafiin takes notice. And 
Natalis Alexander fays : (DifT. i . 
fbec. 8.) ** This moft learned 
*- pope was not ignorant of the 
tradition of the fathers, from 
which he never deviated. For 
the fathers always taught that 
fubjecls are bound to obey their 
princes, though infidels or he- 
reticks, in thofe things which 
belong to the rights of the 
commonwealth. " 
The cafe was, that when the 
emperours refufed to protect Italy 
from the barbarians, the popes, 
in the name of the people who 
looked upon them as their fa- 
thers and guardians, and as the 
head of the commonwealth, 
fought protection from the 
French, as Thomafiin ob(ervcs 
(p. 3. de Bencf. 1. 1 . c. 29). 
The continuator of Fredegarius 
fecms to fay, that Gregory ill. 
and the Roman people created 
Charles Mattel Patrician of 
Rome, by which title was meant 
the protection of the chinch and 
poor, as De Marc a (de Concor- 
dia, 1. 3. c. 11. n. 6 ) and Pagi 
explain it from Paul the deacon. 
At ieall pope Stephen II. going 
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pope given had given him, and 

Lombard had made himfelf ma- 
iler, and he gave it to the holy 
fee in 755, as Eginhard relates ; 
fledditam fibi Ra<vennam et Penta- 
■polim* et omnem exarchatum ad 

Ravennam pertinentem 9 ad S. Pe~ 

irum tradidit. Eginhard, ib. Tho- 
mailin obferves very juftly that 
Pepin could not give away domi- 
nions which belonged to the em- 
pcrours of Conflantinople : but 
that they had loft all right to 
them, after they had fuifered 
them to be conquered by the 
Lombards, without fending fuc- 
cours during fo many years to 
defend and protect them. Thefe 
countries therefore either by the 
right of conqueft in a juii war 
belonged to Pepin and Charle- 
magne, who bellowed them on 
the popes : or the people became 

being abandoned to 
had a right to form 
into a new govern- 
ment. See Thomaffin, (p. 3. de 
i Beneficijs, 1. 1 . c. 29. n. 9). It 
I is a principle laid down by Puf- 
jfendorf, Grotius, Fontanini and 
others, demonftrated by the una- 
nimous con fen t of all ancients 
and moderns, and founded upon 
the law of nations, that he who 
conquers a country in a jufl war, 
noways undertaken for the for- 
mer pofiellbrs, nor in alliance 
with them, is not bound to re- 
flore to them what they would 
not or could not protect and de- 
fend : Mud extra cant raver fiam 
'A ft jus gentium refpiciamus, qu& 
wftibut per nos erepta /unt, ea nun 
fijfe 'vindicari ab his qui ante hoftes 
"'//'"i ea pojjiderant ct ami 'fer nnt. 

Grotius, (J. 3. de Jure belli & 
•icis, c. 6. 3«). The Greeks 
*<1 by their floth lolt the exar- 
chate of Ravenna. If Pepin had 
tonquered the Goths in Italy or 



free, and 
barbarians 
thcmfelves 



a gold crown enriched with 

precious 

the Vandals in Africa before Ju- 
ftinian had recovered thofe domi- 
nions, who will pretend that he 
would have been obliged to re- 
ftore them to the emperours ? Or, 
if the Britons had repulfed the 
Saxons after the Romans had 
abandoned them to their fury, 
might they not have declared 
themfelves a free people ? Or, 
had not the popes and the Ro- 
man people a right when the 
Greeks refufed to afford them 
protection, to feek it from others ? 
They had long in vain demand- 
ed it of the emperours of Con- 
flan tinople, before they had re- 
courfe to the French. Thus Ana- 
flafius teflifies that pope Stephen 
II. had often in vain implored 
the fuccours of Leo againft Af- 

tulphus : Ut jujeta quod ei Japius 
fcripferat, cum exercitu ad tuendas 
has Itaiiar -partes mod is omnibus ad- 

venire t. The fame Anailafius 
relates, that when the embafla- 
dours of the Greek emperour de- 
manded of Pepin the restitution 
of the countries he had con- 
quered from the Lombards, that 
prince anfwered, that as he had 
expofed himfelf to the dangers 
of war merely for the protection 
of St. Peter's fee. not in favour 
of any other perfon, he never 
would fufFer the apoitolick church 
to be deprived of what he had 
bellowed on it. Pepin gave to 
the holy fee the city of Rome 
and its Campagna : alfo the ex- 
archate of Ravenna and Penta- 
polis, comprifmg Rimini, Pefa- 
ro, Fano, Senigallia, Ancona, 

Gubbio, C5V. He retained the 
office of protector and defendev 
of the Roman church under the 
title of Patrician. When Deft- 
dcrius, king of the Lombards, 

ai;aiu 
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precious Hones. He paid his devotions in other monafteries 
on the road, leaving in every one of them fome rich monu- 
ment of his piety and liberality. But the moft: acceptable of- 
fering which he made to God was the fervour and purity of 
afFe&ion with which he renewed the confecration of his foul 
to God in alJ places where he came, efpecially at the foot of 
the altars. Travelling through Liege and Triers he arrived at 
Bamberg, in which city he had lately founded a rich epifcopal 
fee, and had built a mofl ftately cathedral in honour of St, 
Peter, which pope John XVIII. took a journey into Germa- 
ny to confecrate in 1019. The emperour obtained of this 
pope, by an honourable embafly, the confirmation of this and 
all his other pious foundations. For he built and en- 
dowed other churches with the two monafteries at Bamberg, 
and made the like foundations in feveral other places 3 thus ex- 
tending his zealous views to promote the divine honour ami 
the relief of the poor to the end of time. Bruno bifliop of 
Aufburg, the emperour's brother, Henry duke of Bavaria, and 
other relations of the faint complained loudly that he employed 
his patrimony on fuch religious foundations, and the duke of 
Bavaria and fome others took up arms againft him in 1010: 
hut he defeated them in the field ; then pardoned the princes 
engaged in the revolt, and reftored to them Bavaria and their 
other territories which he had feizcd. 

The idolatrous inhabitants of Poland and Sclavonia had 
fome time before laid wafte the diocefs of Meerfburg, and de- 
ftroyed that and feveral other churches. St. Henry marched 
againft thofe barbarous nations, and having put his army under 
the protection of the holy martyrs St. Laurence, St. George, 
and St. Adrian who are laid to have been feen in the battle 

fighting before him 3 he defeated the infidels. He had made a 

vow 



again ravaged the lands of the 
church of Rome, Charlemagne 
marched into Italy, defeated his 
forces, and after a long fiege 
took Pavia, and cxtinguiflied the 
kingdom of the Lombards in 
77 3 » on which occaiion lie 
caufed himfclf to be crowned 
king of Italy, with an iron crown, 
fuch as the Goths and Lombards 
in that country had 11 fed, perhaps 
as an emblem of flrcngth. Char- 
lemagne confirmed to pope Adri- 
an I. at Rome, the donation of 
his father Pepin. The emperour 
Charles the Bald and others ra- 



tified and extended the fame. 
Charlemagne having been 
crowned emperour of the V\ eft, 
at Rome, by pope Leo III. in 
800, Irene who was then em- 
prefs of Conftanti.ioplc, acknow- 
ledged him Auguilus in $oz ; 
as did her fuccclfour the empe- 
rour Nicephorus HI. The Greeks 
at the fame time ratified the par- 
tition made of the Italian domi- 
nions. Tins point of hiliory has 
been fo much niilreprcfeiueo by 
fome moderns, that thiu note 
fee mod ncecflary in order to ki 
it in a true light. 
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vow to re-eftablifh the fee of Meerfburg la cafe he obtained 
the victory, and he caufed all his army to communicate the 
day before the battle which was fought near that city. The 
barbarians were feized with a panick fear in the beginning of 
the action, and fubmitted at difcretion. The princes of Bo- 
hemia rebelled, but were eafily brought back to their duty. 
The victorious emperour munificently repaired and r eft o red 
the epifcopal fees of Hildefheim, Magdeburg, Strafburg, 
Mifnia and Meerfburg, and made all Poland, Bohemia 
and Moravia tributary to the empire. He procured holy- 
preachers to be fent to inftrudt the Bohemians and Polanders 
in the faith. Thofe have been miftaken who pretend 
that St. Henry converted St. Stephen king of Hungary ; for 
that prince was born of chriftian parents. But our faint pro- 
moted his zealous endeavours, and had a great fhare in his 
apoftolick undertakings for the converfion of his people. The 
prote£tion of Chriflendom, and efpecially of the holy fee, ob- 
liged St. Henry to lead an army to the extremity of Italy (c) 9 
where he vanquifhed the conquering Saracens, with their al- 
lies the Greeks, and drove them out of Italy, left a governour 
in the provinces which he had recovered, and fuffered the Nor- 
mans to enjoy the territories which they had then wrefted from 

the infidels, but reftrained them from turning their arms to- 
wards 



(c) In the partition of the em- 
pire between Charlemagne and 
Irene emprefs of Conllantinople, 
Apulia and Calabria were afiign- 
ed to the Eaftern empire, and 
the reft of Naples to Charle- 
magne and his fucceflburs. Long 
before this in the unhappy reign 
of the Monothelite emperour 
Conftans about the year 660, 
the Saracens began to infefl; Si- 
cily, and foon after became maf- 
ters of that ifland, and alfo of 
Calabria and foine other parts of 
Italy. Otho I. furnamed the 

Creatj, drove them out of Italy, 
and laid claim to Calabria and 
•Apulia, by right of conquer!. 
The Greeks foon after yielded 
up their pre ten lions to thole pro- 
vinces by the marriage of Otho 
•If. to Theophania, daughter of 
■Uomanus, emperour of the Rail, 
who brought him Apulia and 



Calabria for her dowry. Yet 
the treacherous Greeks joined 
the Saracens, in thofe provinces, 
and again expelled the Ger- 
mans. But in 1008, Tancred, 
a noble Norman, lord of Hau- 
teville, with his twelve fons p 
and a gallant army of adventu- 
rers, went from Normandy into 
Apulia, and had great fuccefv 
againil: the Saracens and their 
confederates the Greeks, h'roni 
this time the Normans became 
dukes of Calabria, and counts; 
and dukes of Apulia Robert 
Guifcard, the moll, valiant Nor- 
man duke of Apulia, augment- 
ed his power by the coiujucil 
of Sicily, Naples and all the 
lands which lie between that 
city and Latium or the territoiy 
of Rome. In 1 1 30, Roger, the 
Norman, was fainted by the 

pope, king of both Sicilies*. 
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wards Naples or Benevento. He came back by Mount Caftino, 
and was honourably received at Rome : but during his flay in 
that city, by a painful contraction of the finews in his thigh, 
became lame and continued fo to his death. He paffed by 
Cluni, and in the dutchy of Luxemburg had an interview 
with Robert king of France, fon and fu cceflbur of Hugh Ca- 
pet (d). It had been agreed that, to avoid all difputes of pre- 
eminence, the two princes fhould hold their conference in boats 
on the river Meufe, which as Glaber writes, was at that time 
the boundary that parted their dominions. But Henry impa- 
tient to embrace and cement a friendfhip with that great and 
virtuous king, paid the firft vifit to Robert in his tent and af- 
terward received him in his own. A war had broke out be- 
tween thefe two princes in 1006, and Henry gave the French 
a great overthrow ; but being defirous only to govern his domi- 
nions in peace, he entered into negotiations which produced 
a lafting peace. In this interview which was held in 1023, 
the conference of the two princes turned on the moll im- 
portant affairs of church and ftate, and on the belt means 
of advancing piety, religion and the welfare of their fub- 
jec~r.s. After the moft cordial demonftrations of fincere 
friendfhip they took leave of each other, and St Henry pro- 
ceeded to Verdun and Metz. He made frequent proaref- 
fes through his dominions only to promote piety, enrich ail the 
churches, relieve the poor, make a ftrict inquiry into all publick 
diforders and abufes, and prevent unjuft ufurpations and oppref- 
fions. He deftred to have no other heir on earth but Chrift in 
his members, and wherever he went, he fpread the odour of 
his piety, and his liberalities on the poor. 

It is incredible how attentive he was to the fmallcft affairs, 
amidft the multiplicity of bufinefs which attends the govern- 
ment of the ftate ; nothing feemed to efcape him. And whilft 
he was moft active and vigilant in every duty which lie o*»od 
to the publick, he did not forget that the care of his own foul ; 
and the regulation of his interiour was his firft and moft cf- 
fential obligation. He was fenfible that pride and vainglory 
are the molt dangerous of all vices, and that they arc the molt 
difficult to be difcovered, and the la ft that are vanquifhed in the 
fpiritual warfare : that humility is the very foundation of all 
true virtue, and our progrefs in it the mcafure of our advance- 
ment in chriftian perfection. Therefore the higher he was ex- 
alted 

{<}) This Robert loved the flaniia Martyrutn ; alfo, nr. foinc 
church, and was a wife, coura- fay, the Veni Xante Spr*ituu t't e ~ 
geous and learned prince. He mitte carfitus* &c. fu ng in the 
wrote ("acred hymns, and among xnafs for Whitfuntidc. 
others that which begim: O con- 
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alted in worldly honours the more did he ftudy to humble him- 
felf and it is faid of him that never was greater humility feea 
under a diadem He loved thofe perfons beft who moft freely 
put him in mind of his miftakes, and thefe he was always moft 
ready to confefs, and to make for them the moft ample repara- 
tion. Through mifinforniations he for fome time harboured 
coldnefs towards St. Herebcrt archbifhop of Cologn ; but dif- 
covering the innocence and fandtity of that prelate, he fell at 
his feet, and would not rife till he had received his abfolution 
and pardon. He banifhed flatterers from his prefence, calling 
them the greateft pefts of courts ; for none can put fuch aa af- 
front on a man's judgment and modefty as to praife him to his 
face but the bafe and moft wicked of interefted and defigning 
men, who make ufe of this artifice to infinuate themfelves into 
the favour of a prince, to abufe his weaknefs and 
dulity, and to make him the dupe of their injuftices. He 
who liftens to them expofes himfelf to many misfortunes and 
crimes, to the danger of the moft foolifh pride and vainglory, 
and to the ridicule and fcorn of his flatterers themfelves : for 
vanity that can publickly hear its own praifes, openly unmaiks 
itfelf to its confufion. The emperour Sigifmund giving a flat- 
terer a blow on the face, called his fulfome praife the greateft 
infult that had ever been offered him. St. Henry was raifed 
by religion and humility above this abje&nefs of foul which 
reafon itfelf teaches us to abhor and defpife. By the afliduous 
mortification of the fenfes he kept his paffions in fubje&ion. For 
pleafure, unlefs we are guarded againft its aflaults, fteals upon 
us by infenfible degrees, fmooths its paflage to the heart by a 
gentle and infinuating addrefs, and foftens and difarms the foul 
of all its ftrength. Nor is it poflible for us to triumph over 
unlawful fenfual delights, unlefs we moderate, and pra&ife 
frequent felf- denials with regard to lawful gratifications. The 
love of the world is a no lefs dangerous enemy, efpccially 
amidft honours and affluence : and created objects have this qua- 
lity that they firft feduce the heart, and then blind the under- 
ftanding. By converfing always in heaven, St. Henry raifed 

his afteclions fo much above the earth as to cfcape this 
fnarc. 

Prayer feemed the chief delight and fupport of his foul : ef- 
pccially the publick office of the church. Aififling one day at 
this holy function at Strafburg, he fo curneftiy defired to 
remain always there to fing the divine praifes among the 
devout canons of that church, that, finding this impoffiblc, he 
founded there a new canonry for one who mould always per- 
form that facred duty in his name. In this fpuit of devotion 

»t has been cftablifhcd that the kings of France arc canons of 

Straiburi 1 ; 
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Strafburg, Lyons, and fome other places ; as in the former place 
the emperours, in the latter the dukes of Burgundy were before 
them. The holy facrament of the altar, and facrifice of the 
amafs were the object of St. Henry's moft tender devotion. 
The blefled Mother of God he honoured as his chief patronefs, 
and among other exercifes by which he recommended himfelf 
to her intercefiion, it was his cuftom upon coming to any town, 
to fpend great part of the fir ft night in watching and prayer in 
fome church dedicated to God under her name, as at Rome in 
St. Mary Major. He had a Angular devotion to the good 
angels, and to all the faints. Though he lived in the world fo 
as to be perfectly difengaged from it in heart and affection, it 
was his earneft dcfire entirely to renounce it long before his 
death, and he intended to pitch upon the abbey of Verdun for 
the place of his retirement. But he was diverted from carry- 
ing this project into execution, by the advice of the holy ab- 
bot of that houfe and other holy men. He had married St. 
Cunigonda, but lived with her in perpetual chaftity, to which, 
they had mutually bound themfelves by vow. It happened that 
the emprefs was falfly accufed of incontinency, and St. Henry 
was fomewhat moved by the flander. But me cleared herfclf 
by her oath, and by the ordeal trials, walking over twelve red 
hot plow-fliares without hurt. Her hufband feverely con- 
demned himfelf for his credulity, and made her the moft ample 
fati&fadtion. In his laft illnefs he recommended her to her re- 
lations and friends, declaring that he left her an untouched 
virgin. His health decayed fome years before his death, which 
happened at the caflle of Grone near Halbcrftadt, in 1024, on 
the fourteenth of July, towards the end of the fifty fecond 
year of his life s he having reigned twenty-two years from his 
election, and ten years and five months from his coronation 
at Rome. His body was interred in the cathedral of Bamberg 
with the greateft pomp, and with the unfeigned tears of all his 
Jubjc£ts. The great number of miracles by which God was 
plcafed to declare his glory in heaven, procured his canoniza- 
tion which was performed by Eugenius III. in 1152. His 
fcftival is kept on the day following that of his death (*)• 

Thofc 



f e) Bn.ronius and fome others 
call St. Henry the firjfl; cmperour 
of that name, becaufc Henry I. 
or the Fowler was never crown- 
ed by the pope at koine : with- 
out which ceremony fome Ita- 
lians itylc an cinperour only king 



of Germany or cmperour elect : 
though Charles V. was the hilt 
that was fo crowned at Rome. 
St. Henry on his death-bed re- 
commended to the princes Con- 
rad the Salick, duke of Franco- 

nia, who was accordingly c ho- 
ld! 
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Thofe who by honours, dignities, riches or talents are raifed 
by God In the world above the level of their fellow creatures^ 
have a great ftewardfhip, and a moil: rigorous account to give 
at the bar of divine juftice, their very example having a moft 
powerful influence over others. This St. I ulgentius csbfencd, 
writing, to Theodorus, a pious Roman fenator ( i) : " Though," 
faid he, cc Chrift died for all men, yet the perfect convjriion 
« of the great ones of the world, brings great acq uiiii ions to 
« the kingdom of -Chrift- And they who are placed in high 
" ftations muft neceflarily be to very many an occafion of 
46 eternal perdition or of falvation. And as they cannot go 
« alone, fo either a high degree of glory, or an extraordinary 
* c punifhment will be their everlafting portion." 

(1) S. Fulgent, ep. 6. 

On the fame DAY" 

St. Plechelm, B.C. Apoftle of Guelderland. He was by birtn 
a noble Englifh Saxon, but born in the fouthern part of Scotland : 
for Lothian and the reft of the Low-Lands as far as Edinburgh 
Frith belonged for fevcral ages to the Northumbrian Englilh. 
Having received holy orders in his own country he made a pil- 
grimage to Rome, whence he returned home enriched with holy 
relicks. Some time after, in company with the holy bifliop St. 
Wiro and St. Otger, a deacon, he paffed into thofe parts of lower 
Germany which had not then received the light of faith. Having 
obtained the protection of Pepin, mayor of the palace in Auftrafia, 
he converted the country, now called Guelderland, Cleves, Juliers 
and feveral neighbouring provinces lying chiefly between the Rhine, 
the Wahal and the Meufe. When he had planted the gofpel there 
with great fuccefs he retired to St. Peter's Mount near Rbcrmond, 
hut continued to make frequent mi/fions among the remaining infi- 
dels. Prince Pepin, who though he had formerly fallen into adul- 
tery, led afterwards a penitential and chriftian holy life, went every 
year from his caftlc of Harftall to confefs his fins to this holy paftor 
after the death of St. Wiro, which the author of St. Plcchclm's 
life relates in the following words (i): 41 Pepin, the king of the 
41 French, (that is, mayor with royal authority,) had him in great ve- 
" iteration, and every year, in the beginning of Lent, having laid 
u afide his purple, went from his palace barefoot to the faid 
I 1 mount of Peter where the faint lived, and took his advice how 

« he 

(i) N. ii. p. 69- 

Cmperour, was crowned at at Spire, which he had built 

Koine in 1027, reigned with near his own palace. lie was 

K re at piety and glory, and was faccceded by his ion Henry fin 

kmied in the cathedral Church BlatkmlW. 
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*• he ought to govern his kingdom according to the holy will and 
** law of God, and by what means he might promote the faith 
* f of Chrift and every advantage of virtue. There alio having 
** made the confeifton of his fins to the high priefl pf the Lord, 
•* and received penance, he warned away with his tears the offences 
•* which through human frailty he had contracted." F. Bofch, 
the Bollandift, obferves this prince mult have been Pepin the defen- 
dant of Herftall, the Fat, who though he never enjoyed the title of 
king, reigned in Auftrafia with regal power, and with equal piety 
and valour. He died in 714, in the caftle of Jopil, on the JVleufe, 
near Liege, which was his paternal eftate, St. Pepin of Landen his 
grand -father being fon of Carloman, the firft mayor of this family, 
grandfon of Charles, count of Helbay near Liege, the defcendantof 
Ferreol, formerly przcfectus-pra^torio of the Gauls. St. PlecheJm 
furvived Pepin Herflal feventeen years, died on the fifteenth of 
July 732. He was buried in our lady's chapel in the church, on 
the mountain of St. Peter, now called of St. Odilia, near Rticr- 
mond. His relicks were honoured with many miracles. The 
principal portion of them is now pofTefTed by the collegiate church 
of Oldenzel, in the province of Over-Yfiel. His name is famous 
in the Belgick and other martyrologies: His ancient life teftifies 
that he was ordained biihop in his own country before he undertook 
a miflionary life. Bede, in the year 731, mentions Pechthelin, 
who having been formerly a difciple of St. Aldhelm, in the king- 
<dom of the Weft- Saxons, returning to his own country was or- 
dained bifhop to preach the gofpel with more authority. He after- 
wards fixed his fee at Candida Cafa, now a parliamentary town of 
Galloway, in Scotland, called Whitehorn, The Bollandifts in fe- 
veral parts of their- work contend this Pechthelm to have been a 
different perfon from St. Plechelm : but Antony Pagi (2) and the 
author of Batavia Sacra (2) endeavour to prove him againfl F. Eofch 
and his collegues to have been the fame. — See his authentick life 
in the Bollandifts Julii, T. 4. p. 58. and Batavia Sacra, p. 81. 

St. Swithin orSwiTHUN, Bifhop and Patron of Winch eiter. 
This city had been famous in the time of the Romans and a flation 
of their troops, being called by Ptolemy and Antoninus, Venta. 
It became afterward the chief feat of the Weft-Saxon kings. Among 
thefe Kyncgils, having received the faith about the year 635, 
gave to St. Birinus the city of Dorcefter for his cpifcopal fee, but 
founded a church at Wincheflcr, which was dedicated by Sc. Biri- 
nus to St. Peter according to the Saxon chronicle, or to the Holy 
Trinity according to Thomas Radburn. Wini, the third bifhop of 
the Weft- Saxons, fixed his fee at Wincheflcr, and this church be- 
came one of the moft flourifhing cathedrals of all Britain. St. 
Swithun, called in the original Saxon language Swithum, received in 
this church the clerical tonfure, and put on the monallick habit m 
the old monallcry, which had been founded by king Kyncgils. 
He was of noble parentage* pafled his youth in innocent fiinpli- 

city, and in the ftudy of grammar, philoTophy and the holy fcrip- 

turcs. 

(2) Critic. I lift. Chron. ad an. 734. n. 4< 
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tares. He was an accomplifhed model of all virtues when he was 
promoted to holy orders by Helinftan or Helmftan, bifhop of Win- 
chefter. Being ordained prieft he was made provoft or dean of the 
Old Monaftery. His learning, piety and prudence moved Egbert, 
king of the Weft-Saxons, to make him bis prit>ft % under which tide 
the faint fubfcribed a charter granted to the abbey of Croyland in 
That great prince committed to his care the education of his 
fon Ethelwolf, and made ufe of his counfels in the government of 
his kingdom. A degeneracy of manners had crept into the courts 
of the (vJercians and Northumbrians, and their government was 
weakened by inteltine divifions and feveral revolutions. Egbert, 
having firit. vanquifhed Swithred king of the Eaft- Saxons, and ad- 
ded his kingdom to his own ; upon feveral provocations, in- 
vaded Mcrcia, and conquered it in 828, but foon after reftored 
Withlaf whom he had expelled, to the throne of that kingdom on 
condition he mould hold the crown of him, and pay him an annual 
tribute. He treated in the fame manner Eandred, the J aft king of 
the Northumbers, and made him tributary, after he had v\ ith a 
great army laid wafte that province. The kingdom of the Eaft- 
Angles fubmitted to him about the fame time with Mercia, with, 
which it had been long engaged in war, and was thereby reduced 
to extreme poverty. Kent being at that time tributary to Mer- 
cia, it fell alio to the mare of the conquerour. After this Egbert 
a/Tembled all the great men of his kingdom both clergy, and laity, 
in a council at Winchefter, in which he enacted that this kingdom 
fhould ever after be called England, and all its fubjecls Englifh- 
men. At the fame time he was again crowned, and from that year 
829, was ftyled king of England. Thus were the names of Sax- 
ons and Jutes abolifhed among us, and an end was put to the hep- 
tarchy, (or divifion of this nation into feven kingdoms) which be- 
gan to be formed by Hengift in 457, when he took the title of* 
king, feven years after his arrival in this iiland in 449. Towards 
the latter end of Egbert's reign the Danes ftrll began to infeft 
England. This general name hiftorians give to thofe ihoals of pi- 
rates which were compofed not only of Danes, but alfo of Norve- 
gians, Goths, Sweones or Swedes* and Vandals, as Eginhard, 
Henry of Huntington and others allure us {a). King Egbert 
reigned thirty-feven years over the Weil-Saxons, and nine years 
over all England, dying in the year 83S, or according to others in 
S37, Ethelwolf, his only furviving fon, had been educated in 
piety and learning under the care or St. S with in, then pro volt of 
the Old Monaftery in Winchefter (b), and had been ordained fub- 

Vol. III. JL deacon 

fa) The barbarians who in- fouthern confl, as Eginhard, 

habited the northern coafts of Ilchnold and others teliify. 

the Baltick were called by one (t>) The authoiities produced 

general name Normans; and by Tho. Rudbuin. a monk of th* 

the Sclavi, Vandals and divers Old Monaftery in Winchefter, 

other nations were fettled on the in 1 450, to prove St. Swithun to 

h a v p. 
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deacon by bilhop Helmftan as Rudburn, Huntington and others re- 
late. But upon the death of his elder brother, whofe name is not 
known, he was difpenfed with by pope Leo to marry, and return- 
ing again to a fecular life, helped his father in his wars, and after 
his death was advanced to the throne. He married Ofberge, a 
lady of remarkable piety, and had four fons by her, Ethelbald, 
Ethel bright, Ethel red, and Alfred. He governed his kingdom by 
the prudent advice of Alftan biftiop of Shirborne in temporal af- 
fairs, and by that of St. Swithin, in ecclefiafticalS matters, efpeci- 
ally thofe which concerned his own foul. And though the king 
was of a flow difpofition, yet by the afliftance of thefe worthy 
counfellours, he reigned prudently and happily ; the Danes were 
often repulfed, and many noble defigns for the good of the church 
and Hate were begun, and profperoufly executed. Bearing always 
the greateft reverence to St. Swithin, whom he called his matter 
and teacher, he procured him, upon the death of Helmftan, to be 
chofen, bifhop of Winchefter, to which fee he was confecrated by 
Ceolnoth archbifhop of Canterbury in 852. William of MaJmef- 
bury fays, that though this good bifhop was a rich treafure of all 
virtues, thofe in which he took moft delight, were humility and 
charity to the poor ; and in the difcharge of his epifcopal functions 
he omitted nothing belonging to a true paftor. He built divers 
churches, and repaired others ; and made his journies on foot, 
accompanied with his clerks, and often by night to avoid oftenta- 
tion. Being to dedicate any church, he with all humility ufed to 
go barefoot to the place. His feafHng was not with the rich, but 
with the needy and the poor. His mouth was always open to in- 
vite finners to repentance, and to admonifh thofe that flood to be- 
ware of falling. He was moft fevere to himfelf, and abflemious in 
his diet, never eating to fatisfy his appetite, but barely to fuflain 
nature : and as to fieep, he admitted no more than what after long 
watching and much labour was abfolutely neceffary. He was al- 
ways delighted with pfalms and fpiritual canticles, and in converfa- 
tion would bear no difcourfe but what tended to edification. By 
his counfel and advice king Ethel wolph, in a Mycel fy nod, or 
great council of the nation in 854, enacted a new law by which he 
gave the tythes or tenth part ot his land throughout the kingdom 
to the church, exempt and free from all taxations and burthens with 
an obligation of prayers in all churches for ever for his own foul, 
on every Wednefday, &c. This charter, to give it a more facred 
fanclion, he offered on the altar of St. Peter at Rome in the pilgri- 
mage which he made to that city in 855. He likewife procured it 

$0 be confirmed by the pope (0- He carried with him to Rome 

his 



(1) Sec Ingulph. Aflcr. Audbornc. 

juavc been fome^ time publick 1. 3, c. z. Hift. Maj. Wintom- 

profeflbr of divinity at Cam- en/is, apud Wharton. AflgHa 

Jbridgc, are generally efteem- Sacra, and the Hiflory of the 

ml (uppoiHiQuii, Sec Rudlwrn., Univer/ity of Cambridge. 
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his youngeft and beft beloved Ton Alfred, rebuilt there the fchool 
for the Hnglifh, and ordered to be fent every year to Rome one 
hundred Mancufes (c) for the pope, one hundred for the church of 
St. Peter, and as much for that of St. Paul to furnifh them with. 
IHits on Eafter-Eve. He extended the Romefcot or Peter-pence to 
his whole kingdom. He reigned two years after his return from 
Rome, and died in 897. He ordained, that throughout all his own 
hereditary lands, every ten families mall maintain one poor perfon 
with meat, drink and apparel • from whence came the Coirodies 
which Mill remain in divers places. St. Swithin departed to eternal 
blifs which he had always thirfted after, on the fecond of July, S62, 
in the reign of king Ethelbert. His body was buried, according 
to his order, in the church-yard, where his grave might be trodden 
on by pafTengcrs. About one hundred years after, in the days of 
king Edgar, his relicks were taken up by St. Ethehvold, then bi- 
Ihop of Winchefter, and tranflated into the church, in 964. On 
which occasion Malmefbury affirms that fuch a number of miracu- 
lous cures of all kinds were wrought, as was never in the memory 
of man known to have been in any other place. Lanfrid, in the 
original Saxon Lantfred, called by Leland, an i//r/J?rrci<s doSior^ 
being then a monk at Winchefter, wrote, in 980, a hiftory of this 
tranflation, and of the miraculous cures of a blind man, and many 
others through the intercelfion of this faint ; which hiftory has ne- 
ver been printed : though we have two beautiful fair manufcript co- 
pies of it, the one in the Cotton, the other in the king's library in 
the inclofure of Weftminfter- Abbey (d). In the reign of William 
the Conquerour, Walkelyn, bifhop of Winchefter, a Norman, and 
the king's relation, laid the foundation of the new church in 1079,, 
which he lived to finifh with the abbey, fo that in 1C93, the monks, 
in the prcfence of almoft all the biihops and abbots of England, 
came in great joy from the old to the new monaftery, and on the 
feaft of St. Swithin, the fhrine of this faint was in another fo- 
Icmn proceflion tranflated from the old to the new church. And 
on the next day the bifhop's men began to demolilh the old 
abbey. William of Wickham, the celebrated chancellor of Eng- 
land in the reign of Edward III. and founder of a great col- 
lege in Oxford, in >379> added the nave and well front to 
this cathedral which is now Handing. This chuich was fir ft dedi- 
cated to the Holy Trinity under the patronage of St. Peter : afiei •• 
wards by St. Ethel wold, in prcfence of king Kthehlied, St. Dtin- 
ilan and eight other bifliops, to Sc. Swithin, as Kudburn relates in. 



(c) The value of a mancufe is 
not known : it is thought to 
have been about the lame wiih 
that of a mark. 

(<() Cafleu and U. Nicholfbn, 

fdfely calls this the life of St. 
Swithin . And it appears from 
Ldand that Lane/ red never 



wrote his life which himfelf fnf- 
iicieuily declares in the hillory 
at mirachs. 'i he conlraty fee in:; 
a millake in Pits, jJalu and 
Thomas ivndbum, p. 223. 
Rudburn nmiifellly confound* 
WolUan with Lantfred. 
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(2). King Henry VIII. in 1540, commanded this cathe- 
to be called no longer St. Swithin's, but of the Holy Tri. 
(e). St. Swithin is commemorated in the Roman martyrology 
on the fecond of July, which was the day of his death: but his 
chief feftival in England was on the fifteenth of the fame month, 
the day of the tranflation of his relicks. An arm of St. Swithin 
was kept in the abbey of Peterborough, as is mentioned by 
Hugh Candidus, or White, in his accurate hiftory of that mo- 
nailery, publifhed by Mr. Spark, p. 1723. The abbey of Hyde was 
firft built within the precindls of the cathedral by king Edward the 
Elder, in purfuance of his father Alfred's will, for fecular canons, 
over whom St. Grimbald was intended to prefide, had not his death 
prevented it. Thefe canons, after fixty years continuance, yielded 
this church to the monks whom, in 964, St. Ethelwold brought in. 
From which time this abbey was called Newminfler till it 
was tranflated by king Henry I. and the bifhop William Giffard, 
to a place near the walls of the city called Hyde. Of this 
magnificent abbey not fo much as the walls are left ftanding, 
though in it lay the remains of king Edward, his fon Alfred, his 
daughter St. Edaburga, &c. Its church was dedicated to the Holy 
Trinity, St. Peter and St Grimbald. — See the fhort life of St. 
Swithin, written by Wolftan, a monk of Winchefler, dedicated to 
St. Elphege, then bifhop of that city, in 1001, but tranfiatcd to 
Canterbury in ioc6. It is publifhed by Mabillon, Sa?c. 5. Ben. 
p. 628. See alfo Lamfrid MSS. hiilory of his miracles, Malmefbu- 
ry, 1 2. de Pontil Robert of Gloceftefs Chronicle in verfe, pub- 
lifhed by Mr. Hearne. Thomas Rudburn, Hifloria Major Win- 
tonienfis, publifhed by Wharton, T. 1. p. 200. Lord Clarendon, 
and Sam. Gale, On the Antiquities of Winchefter, &c. 



(2) Hift. Major Win ton. p. 223. 



(f) At the Eaft end of this 
cathedral is the place which in 
nncient times was eflcemed moll 
f acred, underneath which was 
the cemetery or re fling place of 
many faints and kings who were 
interred there with great honour. 
At prefent, behind the high al- 
tar theie is a tr::nfverfe wall, 
Again (l which we fee the marks 
where fevcral of their ftatues, 
being very final 1, were placed, 
with their names under each pc- 
<lcUal, in a vow : Kinglifus Rex. 

Biri/tus Ep. Kitig<wald Rex. 
Egbert us R. Mil pirns (/. e. Etbel- 
'wolp/jut) R. E lured R.filim ejus* 



Ed<wardus, R. junior Adhelftami\ 
R. filiut ejus. (Sta. Maria. D.\ 

J ejus in the middle.) Edredut R.'\ 

Edgarus R. Al<voynus ep. Ethelrd\ 
R. Cnutus R. Hardecanutus R.<. 

flius ejus, Sec. Underneath, up- 
on a fillet, were written thefe 
verfes : 

Corpora SanSlorutn hie funt in 

pace fcpulta : 
Ex Merit is quorum fulgent W* 

racula multa. 

I 
i 

At the foot of thefe a lit'!*; 

ealtwnrds, is a large flat grave- 

itonc 
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JULY 16. 

St. EUSTATHIUS, Patriarch of 

Antioch, C. 

irfl» Atbanafius, Sozomen, Tbeadoret L i. c. 6. 57. 

"Jerom in CataL c, 85. Tillem. T*. 7. Cei liter, T. 4. 

-A ZX 338. 

OT. EUSTATHIUS was a native of Sida in Pamphylia, 
^ and with heroick conftancy confefled the faith of Chrift be- 
fore the pagan perfecutors, as St. Athanafius allures us(i), 
though it does not appear whether this happened under Dio- 
cleuan or Licinius. He was learned, eloquent, and eminently 
endowed with all virtue, efpecially an ardent zeal for the pu- 
rity of our holy faith. Being madebifhop of Beraea in Syria he 
began in that obfcure fee to be highly confidered in the church, 
in fo much that St. Alexander of Alexandria wrote to him in 
particular againft Arius and his impious writings, in 323. St. 
Philogonius, bifhop of Antioch, a prelate illuftrious for his 
confefTion of the faith in the perfecution of Licinius, died in 
323. One Paulinus fucceeded him, but feems a man not 
equal to the functions of that high ftation : for during the 
fliort time he governed that church tares began to grow up 
among the good feed. Xo root thefe out, when that dignity 
became again vacant in 325, the zeal and abilities of St. Eufta- 
thius were called for, and he was accordingly tranflated to this 
fee, the firfl; next to Alexandria, and the third in the world. 
He vigoroufly oppofed the motion, but was compelled to ac- 
quiefce. Indeed tranflations of biftiops, if made without co- 
gent reafons of nccefiity, become, to many, dangerous temp- 
tations of ambition and avarice, and open a door to thole fa- 
tal vices into the fancluary. To put a bar to this evil, St. Eu- 

L 3 ftathius, 

(1) Hill. Arian. ad Monachos, p. 34.6. 

ftonc, which had the cfligies of a rendon, and Samuel Gale, On 
bifliop in bra/a, faid to be that the antiquities of Winchelter . 
of St. Svvithin. See J-ord Cla- p. 20, 30. 
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ftathius, in the fame year, aflifting at the general council of 
Nice, zealoufly concurred with his fellow bifhops to forbid 
for the time to come all removals of bifhops from one fee to 
another (2), The new patriarch diftinguimed himfelf in that 
venerable aflcmbly by his zeal againft Arianifm. Soon after 
his return to Antioch, he held a council there to unite his 
church which he found divided by factions. He was very Itricl 
and fevere in examining into the characters of thofe whom he 
admitted into the clergy, and he conftantly rejected all thofe 
whofe principles, faith or manners appeared fufpected : among 
whom were feveral who became afterward ringleaders of Ari- 
anifm. Amidft his external employs for the fervice of others, 
he did not forget that charity muft always begin at home, 
and he laboured in the firft place to fandtify his own foul. 
But afcer watering his own garden he did not confine the 
ftream there, but let it flow abroad to enrich the neighbouring 
foil, and to difpenfe plenty and fruitfulnefs all around. He 
fent into other diocefles that were fubjecT: to his patriarchate, 
men, capable of inftructing and encouraging the- faithful. Eu- 
febius, archbifhop of Caefarea in Paleftine (which church was, 
in fome meafure, fubjecT: to Antioch) favoured the new herefy, 
in fuch a manner as to alarm the zeal of our faint (a). 

He 

(2) Cone. Nicasn. Can. i£. 



. (^) That prelate had been 
educated at Carfare a, where he 
ftudied with St. Pamphilus the 
martyr, whofe name he after- 
ward added to his own. He 
fuffered imprifonmcnt with him 
for the faith about the year 
309, but recovered his liberty 
without undergoing any feverer 
trial, and was chofen archbifhop 
of Caifarea in 314. When Ali- 
us, in 320, retired from Alexan- 
dria into Paleftine, having been 
depofed from the pri ell hood by 
St. Alexander the year before, 
KufebiiiH of Cajfarca and fome 
other bifhops were iiupofed upon 
by him, and received him favou- 
j ably. Hereupon Alius wrote 
to Kufcbius of Nicomcdia, whom 
.he calls brother to the other 

liulebitui of Carfarea. Eufebi- 



us of Nicomedia was at that time 
of an advanced age, and had 
great intereft with Conftantinc 
who after the defeat of Licinius 
kept his court fome time at Ni- 
comedia as other crnperours had 
done before him iiucc Dioclcii* 
an had began to rcfide in the 
Eaft. This prelate was crafty 
and ambitious : his removal, pro- 
cured by his intrigues, from his 
iirft fee of Berytus to Nicomcdia 
feejns to have given occafion to 
the canon of the Nicene council 
by which fuch tranflations vycio 
forbid. Not with Handing which, 
in defiance of fo facred a law. 
he afterwards procured himfelf 
to be again tranflated to the fee 
of Conlkmlinoplc in 3 3 H, 111 
the beginning of the reign or 

Conilantiua. The council ol 
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Eufebius of Nicomedia laid a deep plot with his Arian friends 
to remove St. Euftathius from Antioch, who had attacked Eufe- 

L 4 bius 



Sardica in 347, confirmed the 
above mentioned Nicene canon 
under pain of the parties being 
deprived even of lay-commu- 
nion at their death ; but this 
arch-heretick died in 34Z. He 
openly defended not only the 
perfon, but alfo the errours 
of Arius : fubfcribed the defini- 
tions of the Nicene council for 
fear of banifhment 5 but three 
rnonths after, being the author 
of new tumults, he was banilh- 
cd by Conftantine and after 
three years recalled, upon giving 
a confeffion of faith in which he 
declared himfelf penitent and 
profeffed that he adhered to the 
Nicene faith, as Theodoret re- 
lates. By this act of diffimula- 
tion he impofed upon the empe- 
rour, but he continued by every 
bafe art to fupport his herefy, 
and endeavour to fubvert the 
truth. Eufebius of Casfarea held 
that ice from 314, till his death 
in 339. He was always clofely 
linked with the ringleaders of 
the herefy. Neverthclefs, the 
learned Henry Valois, in his 
Prolegomena to his tranflation 
of this author's Ecclejiajiical Hif- 
tory % pretends to excufe him 
from its errours, though he of- 
ten boggled at the word Con- 
fubftantial. He certainly was 
fo far impofed upon by Alius, as 
to believe that here tick admit- 
ted the Eternity of the Divine 
Word ; and in his writings ma- 
ny pafTages occur which prove 
the divinity, and, as to the fenfe, 
the confubilantiality of the Son, 
whatever diilicultics lie formed as 
to the word. On which account 
Ceil Her and many othcro affect 



to fpeak favourably, or at leafl 
tenderly of Eufebius in this refpecl, 
and are willing to believe that 
he did not at leaft conftantly ad- 
here to that capital errour. Yet 
it appears very difficult entirely 
to clear him from it, though he 
may feem to have attempted to 
fleer a courfe between the tradi- 
tion of the church and tbenovel- 
ties of his friends. Sec Baronius 
ad an. 380, VuitafTe, Nat. Alex- 
ander, and the J ate Treatife in 
Folio, againit. the Arian herefy, 
compiled by a Maurift Benedic- 
tine monk. Eufebius mines to 
moft advantage in his works, 
efpecially thole which he com- 
pofed in defence of Chriftianity 
before the Arian contcft arofe. 
The firit of thefe is his book 
againft Hierocles who under 

Dioclefian was a perfecuting 
judge at Nicomedia, and after- 
ward rewarded for his cruelty 
againfl the Chriftians with the go- 
government of Egypt. In a book 
he wrote he made Apollonius 
Tyanscus fuperiour to Chrift. But 
Eufebius demonftrates the hiftory 
of this magician, written by 
Philoftratus when he taught 
rhctorick at Rome, one hundred 
years after the death of that 
magician, to be falfe and con- 
tradictory in molt of its points, 
doubtful in others, and trifling 
in all. About the time he wa» 
made bifhop, he conceived a 
defign of two works, which 
fhewed as much the greatnefs 
of his genius, as the execution 
did the extent of his know- 
ledge. The fir ft of thefe he- 
called T/je Preparation^ the other 

€ l'be Demonstration of the Co/pel. 

In 
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bius of Casfarea, and accufed him of altering the Nicene creed. 
Hereupon, Eufebius of Nicomedia, pretending a great defire to 

fee 



In the firft he, with great erudi- 
tion, confutes idolatry, in fif- 
teen books : fhewing that the 
Greeks borrowed the fciences, 
and many of their gods, from 
the Egyptians, whofe true hifto- 
ry agrees with that of Mofes, 
but the liflions of their theo- 
logy are monftrous, impious, 
and condemned by their own 
learned men : that their oracles, 
which were only a chain of im- 
poftures and frauds, or the re- 
fponfes of devils, never attained 
to any infallible knowledge of 
contingencies, and were filenced 
by a power which they acknow- 
ledged fuperiour. He alfo {hews 
the Unity of God, and the truth 
of his revealed religion as anci- 
ent as the world. In his Demon- 
fir at ion of the Go/pc/y in ten books, 
he fhews that the Jewifh law 
in every point, clearly points out 
Chrift and the gofyel. Thefe 

books of E vangelical preparation 

and Dtmonflration furnifli more 
proofs, tefli monies and argu- 
ments for the truth of the Chri- 
llian religion than any other 
work of the ancients on that 
inbjccX Eufebius's five books 
againir, Marcellus of Ancyra, 
and three On Eccleftajlical Theolo- 
gy are a confutation of Sabcllia- 
iiifm. His Topography or alpha- 
betical Explication of the places 
mentioned in the Old Tclla- 
ment is moll exact and ulcful. 
It was tranflatcd into Latin, and 
augmented by St. Jeroin. Ku- 
febius'h ufeful Comments on the 
Pfalms were publifhcd by Mont-, 
fa ucon {ColltTJ. Nova Script. 
Gncc. Paris 1706). Mis four-' 
teen difcourfes or Ofufiu la pub- 



limed by F. Sirmond, (Op. Sir- 
mond. T. 1.) are eiteemed ge- 
nuine, though not mentioned by 
the ancients. His difcourfe On 

the Dedication of the Church at 

Tyre, rebuilt after the perfe- 
cution, in 315, contains a curi- 
ous defcription of that ceremony 
and of the ftruflure. By his 
letter to his church of Csefarca 
after the conclufion of the coun- 
cil of Nice he recommended to 
his flock the definitions and creed 
of that afiembly. His panegy- 
rick of Conflantine was deli- 
vered at Conftautinople in pre- 
fence of that prince, who then 
celebrated the thirtieth year of 
his reign by publick games. 
The praifes are chiefly drawn 
from the deftruction of idolatry : 
but ftudy reigns in this compo- 
fition more than nature, and 
renders the difcourfe tedious, 
though the author took fome 
pains to polifh the ftyle. His 
four books of the life of Con- 
ftantine were wrote in 338, the 
year after that emperour's death. 
The ltyle is diflufe, and the 
more difagreeable by being more 
laboured. Photius reproaches 
the author for diflembling or 
fupprcfling the chief cireum- 
ftances relating to Alius, and 
his condemnation in the council 
of Nice. The Chionicle of 
Eufebius was a vvoik of im- 
menfe labour, in two parts ; the 
firU, called his Cbronohgy, con- 
tained the diUinct fueceflions 
the kings and inlers of the prin- 
cipal nations from the beginn- 
ing of the world : the lecoinl 
part, c ill led the Chronicle or the 

Rule of Times, may be called a 

table 
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1 fee the city of Jerufalem, fet out in great ftate, taking with him 
his confident, Theognis of Nice. At Jerufalem they met Eufe- 
bius of Cssfarea, Patrophilus of Scythopolis, Aelius of Lyd- 
da, Theodotus of Laodicea and feveral others, all of the A- 
rian faclion ; who returned with them to Antioch. There 
they afTembled together as in a Synod in 33 f, and a debauched 
woman whom the Arians had fuborned, coming in, (hewed a 
child which fhe fuckled, at her breafr, and declared that fhe 
had it by Euftathius. The faint protefted his innocence, and 
alleged that the apoftle forbids a prieft to be condemned un- 
Jefs convicled by two or more witnefles. This woman be- 
fore her death, after a long illnefs, called in a great number of 
the clergy, and publickly declared to them the innocence of 
the holy bifhop, and confefTed that the Arians had given her 
money for this action, pretending that no perjury was implied 
in her oath, upon the frivolous and foolifh plea that fhe had 
the child by a brafler of the city called Euftathius (3). The 

Arians 



(3) Theodoret, 1. 1. c. 20, 21, &c. 



table of the firft, and unites all 
the particular chronologies of 
different nations in one. This fe- 
cond part was translated into La- 
tin, and augmented by St. Jerom. 
The firft part was loft when Jo- 
fephScaliger gathered the fcatter- 
ed fragments from George Syn- 
ccllus, Cedrenus, and the Alex- 
andrian Chronicle : but Scaliger 
ought to have pointed out his 
fources, and has inferted many 
things which certainly belong 
not to Eufebius. Our author's 
name has been rendered moil 
famous by his ten books of 
church Hiftory which he brings 
down to the defeat of JLicinius 
in 323, when he firft wrote it, 
though he revifed it again in 
326. He collected the acts of 
the Martyrs of Paleitine, an ab- 
ftract, of which he added to the 
eighth book oi his Iliftory. 
Rutin us elegantly tranflated this 
work into La: in, reduced to nine 
hooks, to wl ich he added two o*. 
thci's wherein he brings down his 



hiftory to the death of Theodoflus. 
Eufebius copied very much Ju- 
lius Africanus in his chronicle ; 
and in his hiftory, St. Hegefip- 
pus (who had compiled a hiftory 
from Chrift to 1 70) and others. 
This invaluable work is not ex- 
empt from fome miftakes, and 
capital on iflions : nor was the 
author much acquainted with 
the affairs of the Wcftern church. 
See Ccillier, T. 4. p. 25S, Sec 
Chriftophorfon, bifhop of Chi- 
chefter, elegantly tranflated this 
hiftory into Latin, but changed 
the manner of dividing the 
chapters. The tranflatton of 
the learned Henry Valefius it 
mod accurate. Eufebius wav 
one of the moft learned prelates 
of antiquity, and a man of uni- 
verfal reading. But lie did not 
much iludy to poliih his dif 
courfes, which is the common 
fault of thofe that make learn- 
ing and knowledge their chief 
bufinefs. 
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Aria ns accufed him alfo of Sabellianifm, as Socrates and others 
teftify : this being their general charge and flander againft all 
who profelTed the orthodox faith. The catholick bifhops who 
were prefent with Euftathius, cried out loudly againft the in- 
jultice of thefe proceedings, but could not be heard, and the 
Arians pronounced a fentence of depofition againft the faint ; 
and Eufebius of" Nicomedia, and Theognis haftened to inform 
the emperour Conftantine of thefe proceedings. The ArU 
an bifhops invited Eufebius of Caefarea to exchange his fee for 
the patriarchal chair of Antioch, but he alleged the prohibi- 
tion of the canons : and the emperour Conftantine com- 
mended his modefty by a letter which Eufebius has inferted in 
his life of that prince (4). We fhould have been more edified 
with his humility had this circumftance been only recorded by 
others (^). This happened, not in 340, as Baronius and Pe- 
tavius imagine, but in 329 or 330, as is manifeft not only from 
the teftimony of Socrates, Sozomen , Theodoret and Philo- 
ftorgius, b'uc alfo from fevcral circumftances of the affair (6). 
The people of Antioch raifed a great fed it! on on this occaiion, 
but the emperour Conftantine, being prepoflefled by the 
flanders of the two bifhops, ordered St. Euftathius to repair 
to Conftantinople and thence fent him into baniftiment. The 
holy paftor afiembled the people before his departure from 
Antioch, and exhorted them to remain ftedfaft in the true 
doctrine : which exhortations w r ere of great weight in preferving 
many in the catholick faith. St. Euftathius was banifhed with 
feveral priefts and deacons firft into Thrace, and from thence 
into Illyricum. Socrates and Sozomen confound him with a 
prieft of Conftantinople of the fame name, when they tell us 
he was recalled by Jovian, and furvived till the year 370. For 
St. Euftathius died thirty years before St. Meletius was ad- 
vanced to the fee of Antioch in 360, as Theodoret tcflifi.es* 
Nor was he mentioned in the council of Sardica, or in any of 
the difputes that followed : and our beft criticks and hiflo- 
rians conclude him to have been dead in 337. Philippi, hi 
Maccdon, which, in the divifion of the empire into diocelfts, 
was comprifed in that of Illyricum, was the place of his death; 
but his body was interred at Trajanopolis in Thrace, from 
which city Calaudion, one of his fucccftburs, caufed it to be 

tranflatcd to Antioch about the year 482, as Theodorus Lc6tor 

informs 

(4I Euf. 1- 4. dc Vit. Conflant. c. 61. p. 518. 
f tj) Sozom. I. 2. c. 19. p. 460. 

(6) See Tillemont, Ceiliier, Cave Hill. Liter, p. 187. T. s. 
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informs us J- The faint bore his exile with patience and 
perfect fubmiffion* and was under its difgraces and hardfhips 
Greater and more glorious than v/hilft his zeal and other vir- 
tues flione with the brighteft luftre on the patriarchal throne. 
We may pleafe ourfelves in thofe adtioris in which we feern to 
be fomething ; into which however felf-Iove under a ihou- 
fand forms eafily infmuates itfelf. But the maxims of our Di- 
vine Redeemer teach us that no cir cum fiances are fo happy 
for the exercife of the moil heroick virtue as humiliations and 
diitrerTes when fent by providence. Thefe put our love to the 
tefl, apply the remedy to the very root of our fpiritual dis- 
orders, employ the mod: perfect virtues of meeknefs, forgive- 
nefs and patience, and call forth our reilgnation, humility, and 
relianre on providence : in thefe trials we learn moft perfectly 
to die to our pa (lions, to know ourfelves, to feel our own no- 
thingrcfs and miferies, and with St. Paul to take pleafure in our 
infirmities. Here all virtue is more pure and perfect. A clin- 
ician fuffering, with patience and joy, bears in fpirit the nearefl 
refemblance to his crucified Matter, and enters deepen: into his 
moft perfect ientiments of humility meeknefs and love : for 
Jcfus on his crofs is the model by which his difciples are 
bound to form themfelves, which they no where can do with 
greater advantage than when they are in a like ftate of defola- 
tion and fuffering, 

JULY 



(If) St. Jerom calls St. Eufta- 
thius a loud founding trumpet, 
and fays he was the iirit who em- 
ployed his pen againft the Ad- 
rians. The eloquent works 
which he compofed againft them 
were famous in the fifth cen- 
tury, but have not reached us. 
But vvc have ftill his Trcatife on 
the Pythonifla, or Witch of En- 
dor,nubliuYd by Leo Allatius with 
a curious diflertation, and reprin- 
ted in the eighth tome of the 
Critici Sacri. In it the author 
undertakes to prove againft: Ori- 
gen, that this witch neither did, 
nor could call up the foul of 
Samuel, but only a fpcclre or 
devil rcprcfenting Samuel, in or- 
der to deceive Saul. lie clearly 
teaches that before the coming 
of Chrill the fouls of the juil reli- 
ed in Abraham's bofom ; and 
t&'AX none could enter heaven 



before Chrift had opened it : 
but that Chriftians enj >y an 
advantage above the patriarchs 
and prophets, in being united 
with Chrift immediately after 
their death if they have lived 
well. This trcatife is well writ, 
and juftifies the commendations 
which the ancients give to this 
great prelate and eloquent ora- 
tour. Sozomcn juftly calls his 
writings admirable as well for 
the purity of his Ayle, as for the 
fublimity of thought, the beauty 
of the exprc7fion, or the curious 
choice of the matter. Nothing 
more enhances his virtue than 
the invincible conftancy and pa- 
tience with which he fufFercd 
the moft reproachful acc illation 
with which his enemies charged 
him, and the unjuft depofiticm 
and banilhment which were in- 
fticled on him. 
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St. ALEXIUS, C. 

From Jofcpb the Younger, and a poe?n of the ninth age, divided into 
odes, and from other monuments free from later interpolations : 
on all which fee Plnim the Bollandift, *T. 4. Jidii, p. 239. who 
confutes at large the groundlcfs and inconfifteiit furmifes of BailleU 

In the fifth Century. 

PT. Alexius or Alexis is a perfect model of the moft ge- 
nerous contempt of the world. He was the only fon of a 
rich fenator of Rome, born and educated in that capital, in the 
fifth century. From the charitable example of his pious pa- 
rents, he learned from his tender years, that the riches which 
are given away to the poor, remain with us for ever ; and that 
almldeeds are a treafure transferred to heaven, with the intereft 
of an immenfe reward. And whilft yet a child, not content to 
give all he could, he left nothing unattempted to compafs or fo- 
licit the relief of all whom he faw in diftrefs. But the manner 
in which he dealt about his liberal alms, was ftill a greater proof 
of the noble fentiments of virtue with which his foul was fired: 
for by this he {hewed that he thought himfelf moft obliged to 
thofe who received his charity, and regarded them as his great- 
eft benefactors. The more he enlarged his views of eternity, 
and raifed his thoughts and defircs to the bright fcene of im- 
mortal blifs, the more did he daily defpife all earthly toys. For 
when once the foul is thus upon the wing, and foars upwards, 
how does the glory of this world leflen in her eye? and how 
does flic contemn the empty pageantry of all that worldlings 
call great ? 

Fearing left the fafci nation, or at lcaft the diftraction of tem- 
poral honours might at length divide or draw his heart too much 
from thofc only noble and great objects, he entertained thoughts 
of renouncing the advantages of his birth, and retiiing horn the 
more dangerous part of the world. Having, in compliance 
with the will of his parents, married a rich and virtuous lady, 
he, on the very day of the nuptials, making ufe of the liberty 

which the laws of God and his church give a pcrfon before the 

marriage 
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ma rriage be confummated, of preferring a more perfect ftate, 
f^retly withdrew, in order to break all the ties which held him 
ln the world. In difguife he travelled into a diftant country, 
embraced extreme poverty, and refided in a hut adjoining to a 
church dedicated to the Mother of God. Being after fome 
time there difcovered to be a Granger of diftinction, he re- 
turned home, and being received as a poor pilgrim, lived fome 
time unknown in his father's houfe, bearing the contumely and 
ill treatment of the fervants with invincible patience and filence. 
A little before he died, he by a letter difcovered himfelf to his 
parents. His interment was celebrated with the greateft pomp 
by the whole city of Rome, on the Aventin hill. His body was 
found there in 121 6, whilft Honorius III. fat in St. Peter's 
chair, and at this day is the moft precious treafure of a fump- 
tuous church on the fame fpot, which bears his name, gives 
title to a cardinal, and is in the hands of the Hieronymites. 
The extraordinary paths in which the Holy Ghoft is pleafed 
fometimes to conduit certain privileged fouls are rather to be 
admired than imitated. If it coft them fo much to feek humi- 
liations, how diligently ought we to make a good ufe of thofe 
at leaft which providence fends us ? It is only by humbling 
ourfelves on all occafions that we can walk in the path of true 
humility, and root out of our hearts all fecret pride. The poi- 
fon of this vice infecls all ftates and conditions : it often lurks 
undifcovered in the foldings of the heart even after a man has 
got the maftery over all his other paffions. Pride always re- 
mains even for the moft perfect principally to fight againft : and 
unlefs we watch continually againft it, nothing will remain 
found or untainted in our lives : this vice will creep even into 
our beft actions, infect the whole circle of our lives, and be- 
come a main fpring of all the motions of our heart. And what 
is the height of our misfortune, the deeper its wounds are, the 
more is the foul ftupified by its venom, and the lefs capable is 
flic of feeling her moft grievous difcafe and fpi ritual death. 
St. John Climacus writes (1), that when a young novice was 
was rebuked for his pride, he faid, " Pardon me, father, I 
** am not proud." To whom the experienced director replied : 
" And how could you give mc a furer proof of your pride than 
" by not feeing it yourfelf ? " 

(1) Gr. 32. p. 548. 

On the fame D A Y. 

SS. Spiratus and his companions, commonly called the Scilli- 
tan martyrs. When (he cmperour Sevcrus returned victorious from 

h iving 
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having vanquished the kings who had taken part with Niger againft 
him, he publifhed his cruel edicts againft the Chriftians, in the year 
of Chrift 202, the tenth of his reign. But the general laws of the 
empire againft foreign religions, and the former edicts of fever al 
emperours againft the Chriftians were a fufficient warrant to many 
governours to draw the fword againft them before that time : and 
we find that the perfecution was very hot in Africa two years be- 
fore, under the proconful Saturninus, in the eighth year of Severus, 
and two hundredth of Chrift. The firft who fuffered at Carthage 
were twelve perfons, commonly called the Scillitan martyrs, pro- 
bably becaufe they were of Scillita, a town of the proconfular Afri- 
ca. They were brought prifoners to Carthage, and on the fixteenth 
of July were prefented to the proconful whilft he was feated on his 
tribunal. The fix principal among them were Speratus, Narzalis, 
and Cittinus, and three women, Donata, Secunda, and Veflina. 
The proconful offered them the emperour's pardon if they would 
worth ip the gods of the Romans. Speratus anfwered in the name of 
all : M We have never committed any crime, we have injured no 
*' one; lo far from it, we have always thanked God for the evil 
** treatment we have received ; wherefore wc declare to you that we 
«« worihip no other God but the true one, who is the lord and maf- 
" ter of all things ; we pray for thofe who perfecute us unjuftly, 
" according to the law we have received". The proconful urged 
them to fwear by the emperour's genius. Speratus faid : " I know 
«« not the genius of the emperour of this world, but I ferve the God 
" of heaven whom no mortal man hath ever feen or can fee. I 
4t never committed any crime puniftiable by the laws of the ftate. 
" I pay the publick duties for whatever I buy, acknowledging the 
€< emperour for my temporal lord; but I adore none but my God 
*« who is the King of kings, and fovereign lord over all the nations 
*< in the world. 1 have been guilty of no crime, and therefore can- 
" not have incurred punifhment". Hereupon the proconful faid : 
•« Let them be carried to prifon, and put in the wooden flocks till 
*' to-morrow." 

On the day following the proconful, being feated on his tribunal, 
ordered them all to be brought before him, and faid to the women : 
*' Honour our prince, and offer facrifice to the gods." Donata re- 
plied : ** We give to Ccefar the honour that is due to Cacfar; but we 
" adore and offer facrifice to God alone." Veflina faid : I alfo 
** am a Chriftian." Secunda faid: " I alfo believe in my God, 
*' and will continue faithful to him. As for your gods we will nei- 
*' thcr ferve nor adore them." The proconful then ordered them 
into cuftody, and having called up the men, he faid to Speratus: 
-t Art thou Hill refolved to remain a Chriftian? " Spcratus replied : 
* c Yes, I am, be it known to all 1 am a Chrillian." All that had been 
apprehended with him, cried out: 4< Wc alfo are Chriftians." The 
proconful laid ; *' Will you not then fo much as deliberate upon the 
matter, or have any favour fliewn you? " Spcratus replied : " V° t 
** what you plcafe ; we die with joy for the fake of Jefus ChrihV 
The proconful afked : " What books are thofe which you read 
4t and have in reverence?" Speratus anfwered: '* The four 

" ttoipelsi of our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift; the cpiillcs <» 
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« the apoitle St. Paul, and the reft of the fcriptures, revealed by 
« c God." {a) The proconful /aid : " I give you three days to 
*' repent in." Upon which Speratus made anfwer : •« We will nc- 
" ver depart from the faith of our Saviour Jefus Chrift, therefore 
" take what courfe you think fit." The proconful feeing their con - 
flancy and refolution, pronounced fentence againfl them in thefe 
terms: " Speratus, Narzalis, Cittinus, Veturius, Felix, Acyllinus, 
" LcEtantius, Januaria, Generofa, Veftina, Donata and Secunda, 
" having acknowledged themfelves Chriftians, and having refufed. 
" to pay due honour and refpect to the emperour, I condemn them 
il to be beheaded." This fentence being read, Speratus and all 
thofe who were with him, faid : 41 We give God thanks for vouch - 
" fafing to receive us this day, as martyrs in heaven, for confefling 
" his name." Having faid this, they were led to the place of exe- 
cution, where they all fell on their knees, and once more gave 
thanks to Jefus Chrift. Whilft they continued in prayer their heads 
were ftruck off. The faithful who tranferibed their adls out of the 
publick regifters, add (b) : " The martyrs of Chrift finifhed their 
« conflict in the month of July, and they intercede for us to our 
" Lord Jefus Chrift, to whom be given honour and glory with the 
" Father and the Holy Ghoft through all ages." Tertullian (c) 

foon 



- i a ) Ql 1 ' funt Ubri quos adoratis, 
hgentes? Speratus refpondit : Qua- 
tuar evangel i a Domini noftri Jefn 
Chrifli, et epiftolas S. Fault apofto- 
ii, et omnem dvuinitus infpiratam 
(cripturam. . . .A 61 a apud Ruinart, 
p. 78. & Baron, ad an. 202. 

[b) Confutnmati funt Chrift i 
martyr es menfe "Julio, et interce- 
ding pro nobis ad Dominum noftrum 
Jefum Chrift urn, cui honor et gloria 
turn Patre et Spiritu Sanelo in fa?- 
(u/ti ftcculorum. Acla apud Baro- 
nmn ad an. 202. 

(<") Qnintus Sept i mi us T I or ens 
itrtullianus is commonly known 
by the I ail name. His father was 
a centurion in the proconfular 
troops of Africa, and he was 
born at Carthage about the year 
ifio. He contcflca that before 
liia convcrfion to the Chriftian 
"ith, he in his merry fits, pointed 
Uis keenefl fatirc againfl it, (A- 
pol. c. 18.) had been an adulterer 
l(Dc Kefur. c. 59.), had taken a 

Nid plcafurc in the bloody en- 

v 1 



tertainments of the amphitheatre 
(De Speftacc. 19.), attained tO 2L 
diflinguifhing eminency in vice 
(De Pcenit. c. 4. Ego pra-ftantiam 
In deli Bis me am aonofco), and was 
an accomplished finner in all re- 
flects (ib. C. 12. Peccator omnium 
7iotarum cum Jim) ; yet having his 
head marvelloufly well turned 
for fcience, he applied him/elf 
from his cradle to the ftudy of 
every branch of good literature, 
poetry, philofophy, geometry, 
phyfick and oratory : he dived 
into the principles of each feci, 
and both into the fabulous, and 
into the real or hiftorical part of 
mythology. His comprehend ve 
genius led him through the whole 
circle of profane fciences : above 
the reft, as Eufebius tells us, he 
was profoundly ver fed in the Ro- 
man laws. He had a furpri/iiig 
vivacity and keennefs of wjt 
and an uncommon llock of nat 
ral fire which rc\ic\cvcd him e x 
ceeding hot and impatient, 

himfclf complains (I. de Pati ; 3 

in 
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foon after their martyrdom addrefTed his excellent apologetick dif- 
courfe for the Chriilian religion to the governours of the provinces; 
but without fuccefs. He teftifies (i) that Saturninus who firft drew 



(i ) Tert 1. ad Scapul. c. 3. 
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In ink). His other paflions he 
reftrained after his converfion to 
Chriftianity : but this vehemence 
of temper he feems never to have 
fufiicie r»tly checked. The mo- 
tives which engaged him to em - 
brace the gofpel feem thofe upon 
which he moft triumphantly in- 
fills in his works, as the antiquity 
of the Mofaick writings, the 
mighty works and wifdom of the 
divine law -giver, thi continued 
chain of prophefy and wonders 
conducting the attentive enquirer 
to Chrift, the evidence of the 
miracles of Chrift and his apo- 
ftles, the excellency of the law 
of the gofpel, and its amazing 
influence upon the lives of men ; 
the power which every Chriftian 
then exercifed over evil fpirits, 
and the teflimony of the very 
devils themfelves whom the infi- 
dels worfhipped for gods, and 
who turned preachers of Chrift, 
howling, and confefling them- 
lelves devils in the prefence of 
their own votaries (Apol. c. 19,20, 
23, &c. &c) ; alfo the conftancy 
and patience of the martyrs (1. 
ad Scapul. c. ult.) &c. Being by 
his lively and comprchenfivc ge- 
nius excellently formed for con- 
trover fy, he immediately fet him- 
felf to write in defence of reli- 
ion, which was then attacked 
y the Heathens and Jews on 
one fide, and on the other cor- 
rupted by heretic ks. He fuc- 
ceisfully employed his pen a- 
gainft all theie enemies to truth, 
and firft againil ilie Pagans. The 
perfecution which began to rage, 
gave occafion to his Apolo&etick, 

which is not only his mailer- 




piece, but indifputably one of 
the beft among all the works of 
Chriftian antiquity. This piece 
was not addrefTed to the Roman 
fenate, as Baronius and feveral 
others thought, but to the pro- 
conful, and other magiftrates of 
Africa, and perhaps to all the 
governours of provinces, and 
magiftrates of the empire, among 
whom he might alfo coniprife the 
Roman fenators ; for the title of 
■prtjidents only agreed to thefe 
provincial governours, and he 
names the proconful (ch. 45): 
fpeaks of Rome as at a diftance 
(c. 9, 21, 24, 35, 45) : fays they 
praclifed at home (at Carthage) 
the bloody religious rites of the 
Scythians (c. 9), and by thofe 
words, in ipfo fere *vertice ciwfatis 
pra.Jidcnte< 9 he feems to mean the 
Byrfa of Carthage ; certainly not 
Rome, which he always calls 

Urhs, not civitas. In the firft 
part of this work, he clears 
Chriftians from the calumnies of 
inccft and murder thrown upon 
them, and demonftrates the in- 
juftice of punifhing them raerely 
for a name, and expofes the ab- 
furdity of Trajan's order com- 
manding them to be punHhcd if 
impeached, yet not to be fought 
after. He mentions that Tibe- 
rius, and, after his miraculous 
victory Marcus Aurelius, were fa* 
vourable,to the Chriilian religion, j 
He then proceeds to confute ido- 
latry ; aflcs, if Bacchus was made 
a god for planting vines, why did 
not Lucullus attain to the lamfl 
honour, becaufc he firlt bmught 
cherry- trees from 1'ontus to 
Rome ? Why Ariitidcs the juft, 
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the fword againft the Chriftians in Africa, foon after loft his eyes* 
As to the emperour Severus, after carrying on the persecution ten 
Vol, III. M * , years, 

■ 

Socrates, Crcefus, Demoflhenes, 
and fo many others who had been 
moil eminent, were not admitted 
to marc divine honours with Ju- 
piter, Venus, &c. ? He explains 
the chief articles of our faith, 
and fpeakiiig of the origin and 
falfe vvorihip of the demons he 
jnferts the molt daring challenge, 
which St. Cyprian (ep. ad Demc- 
trianum) La&antius (De Juft. 
1. 5, c. zi ) and oihcr primitive 
fathers, repeat with the fame af- 
furance : 64 Let a demoniack be 
< ( brought into court/ 1 r 



(< 



faysTer- 

Cnllian, 0 *' and the evil fpirit that 
" poiTeffes him be command- 
tc ed by any Chrilnan to dc- 
" clare what he is, he mall 
st confefs himfelf as truly to be 
<c a devil, as he did falfely be- 
«* fore declare himfelf a god. In 
" like manner, let them bring 
any of thefe who are thought 
to be infpired by foine god, 
as -/Efculapius, c5V. . . .It all 
" thefe do not declare themfclves 
k< in court to be devils, not 
" daring to lie to a Chriflian 3 
" do you inftantly put that rafh 
" Chriitian to .death." The a- 
pologirt mentions the fubmilllon 

of Chriftians to the emperours s 
their love of their enemies, and 
iheir mutual charity, horrour of 
all vice, and conlhmcy in fiider- 
ing death and all manner of 
torments for the fake of virtue. 
'J" he heathens called them in de- 
jrjfioii Sarmftifiti/r/fs and StMtw- 
iatiSy been life the)' were fattened 
to trunks of trees, and Ruck about 
with ftftjPOts co be feC on lire.' 
Hut j'ertullian nnfv'vcrs them : 
Thus drefled about with lire, 
we arc in our moil illullrious 

imparek Thefe arc cur tri- 



" umphal robes embroidered 
" with palm -branches in token 
<e of victory (fuch the Roman 
<e generals wore in their folemn, 
" triumphs) and mounted upon 
<c the pile we look upon ourfelves 
<c as in our triumphal chariot. . . - 
cc Who ever locked " well into 
cc our religion but he came over 
" to it? and who ever came 
* c over to it, but was ready to 
" fufFer for it. . . .We thank you 
€f for. condemning us, becaufe 
«« there is fuch a blciied difcord 
" between the divine and hu- 
Ci man judgment, that when you; 
" condemn us upon earth, God 
" abfolveth us in heaven." 

Tertullian wrote, about the 
fame time, his two books Agaiiijl 
the Gentiles ^ in the firil confuting 
their flanders, in the fecond at- 
tacking their falfe gods. An ac- 
cidental difputation of a Chri- 
ilian with a Jevviih profelyte en- 
gaged him to mew the triumph, 
of the faith over that obftinate 
race who feemed deaf to all ar- 
guments. J /is book dgaivft the 
Jews is jnfl, folid and well fup- 

ported, a model of theological 
con trover fy , which wants but a 
lilile clearncf:i of diction to be a 
very /huHicd piece. Hcrmoge- 
nes, a Sioick philofopher, and a 
Chrifliau, broached a new here!/ 
in Africa, teaching matter to be 
eternal. - TcituUian ihevvs it to 
h:\vc been created by God with 
the woild, and unravels the fo- 
phiJlry of that hcrctiarch in his 

book <\>:ii;ul I ler movent's. That 
/!s.r;/t/i the Fale n(};:i tins is rather 
:i fat ire and raillery, than a fe- 
jious confutation of the extrava- 
gant fentiments of thofe liere- 
ikki : - His excellent book Of 
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years, whilft he was making war in Britain, being on his march 
with his army, his eldeft fon Baffianous, furnamed Antoninus Cara. 

■ ■ calla, 



Trefcriptio?i againft Hereticks was 
certainly written before his fall : 
for in it he lays great ftrefs on 
his communion with all the apo- 
ftolick churches, efpecially that 
of Rome, and confutes by gene- 
ral principles all herefies that can 
arife. His defign in this little 
treatife i^, to fhew that the ap- 
peal to fcripture is very unjuft in 
hereticks, who have no claim or 
title to the fcripturea. Thefe 
were carefully committed in truft 
by the apoftles to their fuccef- 
fours, and he proves, that to 
whom the fcriptures were entrufl- 
<ed, to them alfo was committed 
the interpretation of fcripture. 
He premifes that herefies are the 
very pefl and deftru&ion of faith, 
but no jufl caufe of fcandal or 
wonder, any more than fevers 
which confume the human body : 
for they were predicted by Chrift, 
and the neccflary confequence of 
criminal paflions. He fays, as 
if it had been to anticipate or re- 
move the offence which he after- 
ward gave by his fall : " What 
* f if a bifhop, a deacon, a widow, 
4 « a virgin, a teacher, or even 
*' a martyr mall fall from the 
faith ? . . . Do we judge of the 
faith by the pcrfons, or of per- 
fons by their faith ? No man 
** is wife who holds not the faith, 
(c. 3.) — He fays : 4< We have no 
«' need of a nice enquiry after 
** we have found Chrift, or of 
any curious fearch after we 
tf< have learned the gofpel. If 
we believe we defire nothing 
a ' farther than to be believers." 
(c. 7.) — He adds, fomc hereticks 
inculcate as a good reafon for 
eternal fcruplc and fearchiug, 

that it is written ; Sctk and ye ///all 



find. But he takes notice thofe 
words only belonged to thofe 
Jews who had not yet found 
Chrift, and cannot mean, that 
we mull for ever feek on. But 
if we are to feek, it mull not be 
from hereticks who are eftranged 
from the truth, who have no 
power to inftrucl:, no inclination 
but to deftroy, and whofe very 
light is darknefs. Chrift laid 
down a rule of faith, about which 
there can be no cavils, no dil- 
putes but what are raifed by he- 
reticks : and an bbftinate oppo- 
fition to this rule is what confti, 
tutes an heretick. He inveighs 
againft too curious fearches in 
faith, as the fo.urce of herefies. 
Then coming clofe to the point, 
he will not have hereticks admit- 
ted to difpute about the fcriptures, 
to which they have no claim. 
And in fuch a fcriptural difputa- 
tion, the victory is precarious 
and very liable to uncertainty. 
All then is to be refolved into 
what the apoftles have taught ; 
which apoftolical tradition is the 
demonftration of the truth, and 
the confutation of all errour and 
heretical innovation. Our per- 
fect agreement, and general con- 
fent and harmony with the apo- 
flolick churches which live in the 
unity of the fame faith, is the 
moll convincing proof of the 
truth, againft which no jull ob- 
jection can poflibly be formed, 
(c. 21, 22.) — He urges thatMar- 
cion, Apellcs, Valcntinus and 
Hermogenes were of too modem 
a date, and proved by their fc- 
paration and pretended of what 
was ancient, that the church was 
before them : they ought there- 
fore to fay, that Chriil came down 

again 



Julf*?- SS. S P E R A T U S, &?* MM. 

calia, who marched after him, flopped his horfe, and drew his 
{word to flab him, but was prevented by others. Severus only re- 

M z proa :h td 

a^ain from heaven, and taught ners and converfation of the he-' 
again upon earth, before they reticles which are vain, earthly, 
can commence apoitles. " But, without weight, without difci- 
fays he, " if any of thefe here- pline, in every refpeel fuitable to' 
«• ticks have the confidence to the faith they prcfefs (c 41, 43). 
" put in their claim to apofto- <e I am very much miftaken, 
« lick antiquity, let them fhew fays he', (c if they arc governed 
" us the original of their church- *« by any rules, even of their 
" es, the order and fucceflion of * c own making, fince every one 
«« their bifhops, fo as to afcend fc models and adopts the doc- 
" up to an apoftle," t5fc. He is " trine he has received accord- 
for having the hereticks prove " ing to his fancy, as the firft 
their million by miracles, like " founder framed them to his, 
thcapollles. (c.35.) — He writes: iC and to feive his own turn. 
" To ihefe men the church might ,c The progrefs of every hereiy 
u thus fitly addrefs herfelf : " was formed upon the footftep3 
" Who are ye? when, and from " of its fir ft introducers. .And 
" whence came ye ? What do ic the fame liberty that was af- 
<l ye in my paltures, who are " fumed by Valentinus and 
<{ none of mine? By what au- " Marcion, was generally made, 
u thority do you, Marcion, *' ufe of by their followers. If 
" break in upon my inclofures ? " you fearch into all forts of he* 
" Whence, O Apelles, is your ** refies, you will find that they 
" power to remove my land- " differ in many things from the 
" marks ? This field is mine of " firft authors of their own fec~L 
" right, Why then do you at " They have few of them any 
" your pleafure fow and feed " church ; but without mother, 
tl therein? It is my poflcfiion ; f without fee, without the faith, 
" held it in times pa ft ; 1 firft " they wander up and down lik& 
4( had it in my hands : my title " exiled men entirely devoid of 
" to it is firm and indisputable, " houfe and home. 11 (c. 
" and derived from thofe per- -Among his other works the* 
u Ions whole it was, and to moft ufeiul are the book On Pe- 
" whom it properly belonged: nuncc* the belt polifhed of all lib 
u 1 am the heir of the apoUlcs ; writings: in the full part, hr. 
u as they provided in their teJla- treats of repentance at bapufm : 
u nient, as they committed and in the fecond, on that: /or lino 
"delivered to my trull, as they committed after baplifm. lie 
charged and ordered me, io teaches here that the church liaih 
" 1 hold" (c. 37). — He takes no- power to remit even fornication, 
lice that in the Pagan fuperlli- which he denied when a Mont a- 
lions the devil had imitated many nitt. lie infills much on the la • 
ceremonies both of the Jcwifli borious exereifes of ihh penance 
and Chriilian religion 1 and that after baptifm. 
[^letieks in like manner were A book On P/v/ivv, r::. 
had copies of the true church. plaining in tlie hill pait 1 he 

l c * 40), lie appeals to the man- Lord';, prayer 5 in the lecom! I'e- 
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proached him for it, but died foon after at York, of grief i'or his 
fon's treachery rather than of the gout, on the fourth of February, 

in 



veral ceremonies often ufed at 

prayer. An exhortation to Pa- 
tience, in which the motives are 
difplayed with great eloquence. 

An exhortation to Martyrdom, 

than which nothing can be more 
pathetick. 

Hc wrote a book On Baptifm y 
proving in the fir ft part its obli- 
gation and necefllty ; in the fe- 
cond, treating on fc veral points 
of discipline relating to that fa- 
Crament. 

As to his other works, in his 
firft book to bis Wife, written 
probably before he was prieil, (fee 
Ceiilier, p- 37$. and 391) he ex- 
horts her not to marry again, if 
flic fhould furvive him; and 
mentions feverai in the church 
living in perpetual continency. 
In the fecond, he allows fecond 
marriages lawful, but if the wo- 
man be determined to engage a 
fecond time in the married Itatc, 
infills that it is unlawful to 
marry an infidel. He alleges 
the impo nihility of rifing to prayer 
iit night, giving fuitable alms, 
vifiting the martyrs, t3c. with a 
pagan hulband. *' Can you con- 
* 6 ceal yourfelf from him," 
fays he, Ki when yon make the 
fign of the crofs upon your 
• bed or your body ? . . .Will he 
not know what you receive in 
C( fecret, before you take any 
* c food ? " thai is, the cucharift, 
(1. 2. c. 5.) lie concludes with 

an amiable defcription of a chri- 
llian holy marriage: "* The 
•* church,' 1 faith he, " approves 
" tin! contract, the oblation r:i- 
*' lilies it, the blcjliui' is the fcal 
** oJ u, and tin: aiipcls cany H 
: * to the heavenly Father who 

** coiihi ms it. Two bear toge- 

i hi; j- the t.une M»ke, and are 
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but one flefh, and one mind; 
they pray together, fail toge- 
ther, mutually exhort each 
Ci other, go together to the 
" church, and to the table 
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" the Lord. They conceal no- 
" thing from each other, vifit 
the iick, collect alms without 
ec reftraint, aflift at the offices of 
£< the church without interrup- 
tion, fing pfalms and hymns 
together, and encourage each 
other to praife God." — In his 
treatife On the bbiivs, he rcpre- 
fents them as occafions of idola- 
try, impurity, vanity and other 
vices, and mentions a woman 
who going to the theatre, re- 
turned back poflefied with a 
devil : when the exorcift re- 
proached the evil fpirit for daring 
to attack one of the faithful, it 
boldly anfwered : / found her in 
my civ?: botife. — In his book On 
Idolatry, he determines ^ many 
cafes "of confeience relating to 
idolatry, as that it is not lawful 
to make idols, effr. but he fays, 
a chriftian fervant may attend his 
mailer to a temple, any friend 
may aflill at an idolater's mar- 
riage, effc. — Jn two books On the 
Onmntcnts or D cjs of Women he 
•/.ealoufly recommends' modefty 
in attire, and condemns their ule 
o f p a i n t . — In that On w i/iug V'"' - 
girts, he undertakes to prove that 
young women ought to cover 
their Yaccs at church, contrary 
to the culloin of his country, 
w he re only married women were 
veiled.— In that On the 'hfiimm 
rj < the Soul, he proves that thcie ij 
only one Clod from the natural 
teUimony of every one's (mil.-- 
Jn his Scorpiaee, writ. en flfca'" 1 " 

the poifon of the fcorpionw tJhlt 
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in the year 21 1, having lived fixty five years, and reigned feventeeix 
and eight months. His two fons Antoninus Caracalla and Geta 

M 3 fucceeded 

is, Gnofticks, efpecially a branch Spirit by the new revelations 
of thofe hereticks named Cain- made to Montanus which they 
itcs, he proves the neceffity of pi ci err red to the writings of the 
martyrdom which they denied. — ■ apofdes ; and they fa.d thefe- laws 
Jn his Exhortation to Ch^jiity he \\ /re to be obferved for ever. 
di/Tuades a certain widow from a (See Te:t de J» jun. c ir. alio 
fecund marriage, which he al- 1*1. je'om, tp ad IWarccl- 

lows to be lawful, though hard- lrm. and in Agge c. 1.) which 
ly fo : and the harfnncis of his is t he : caion why the Montanifts, 
expreflions mew that he then even in the time of Sei'.onieii, 
leaned toward Montanifm . kept rneir Antepafchal f:.:L con- 

Ter':ullian was a pn 'I, and fined to two weeks, which the 
continued in the church id! the cathobeks at that time certainly 
nv'ddle of his life, that is, to fbr- obferved of forty days, for, as 
ty or upwaids, when he mife- bifhop Hooper (Of Lent, p. 65.) 
lably fell Alontanus, aa cu- remarks, thofc great Jailer* would 
i:uch in Phrygia, let up for a hardly have been left behind, 
prophet, and was wonderfully had they not been retrained by 
agitated by an evii fuirit, and the pretended inflitution of the 
ptetended to raptures in which Spirit, to which they punctually 
he loft his fenfes, and fpoke in- kept: and this circumltance ren- 
cohercntly. not like St. Quadra- dered thefe falls fupcrftitious. 
tus and other true prophets- He Pcpuzium, a town in Phrygia, 
was joined by Prifca or Prifcilla was the metropolis of thefe he- 
and Maximiila, two women of reticks, who called it Jerufalem." 
quality, and rich, but of molt The bifhops of Afia having exa* 
debauched lives. Thefe had the mined their prophecies and er- 
like pretended raptures, and joui^, condemned them. It is 
many were deceived by them, faid, that Montanns and Maxi- 
Montanus, about the year 171, milla going mad handed them- 
pretended that he had received felves. (Si.c iuifebius). Tertul- 
die Holy Ghoft to complete the liarfi. hailh fevere difpofition fell 
law of the gofpel, and war. called in with this rigidnefs. His ve- 
bv his followers the Paraclete, hement temper was for 110 me- 
A fleeting a feverity of doclrinc, dium in any thing, and falling 
to which his manner:, did not full by pride, he relented fonio 
correl'pond, lie condemned fe- affronts which lie imagined lie 
<ond marriages, and llight in had received from the clergy of 
perfecutiou, and ordered extra- Rome, as St. Jerom teltiiies ; 
ordinary falls The Montauills and in this pnlhou defened the 
fa id that, be fide the fall of Lent church, foi getting the in ax imp. 
obferved by the caiholicks, there by which he had confuted all 
were other fail-; unp>jt d hy the l>i- hcrefies. Solomon's fall did not 
mine Spirit. They kt pt three prejudice hi» former infpired 
Lents in the year, each of two writings. I\'or does the mr dor- 
Wcoks, and upon dry meat?,, tune ol '1'ertulhau diftrny at lea 11 

a S uece/iary ini unci ion. of the tlie jullncf:; of the realigning in 

Wh.iC 
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fucceeded him, but the elder caufed the latter to be {tabbed in his 
mother's bofom, who was fprinkled with his blood. — See the acls 

of 



tohat he had written In defence 
of .the truth, any more than if a 
man loft his fenfes, this unlucky 
accident could annul what he had 
formerly done for the advance- 
ment of learning. Tertullian is 
the moll ancient of all ecclefia- 
fcical writers among the Latins. 
St. Vincent of Lerins, who is far 
from fhading the blemiflies of 
this great man, fay.-, «' He was a- 
* e mong the Latins what Origen 
e; was among the Greeks, that is, 
<c the fir ft man of his age. . .Every 
*•* word feems a fentence, and al- 
" moft every fentence anew vie- 
Ci tory. Vet with all thefe advan- 
" tages lie did not continue in the 
*' ancient and univerfal faith. His 
<s errour, as the blefled confeffor 
*< Hilary obferves,has taken away 
* c that authority from his writings 
" which they would have other 
*' wife deferved." St. Jerom, in 
his book againil Helvidius, when 
his authority was objected, cool- 
ly aniwered, " That he is not of 
*' the church, 11 Ecclefi/c bominem 
7toii iffe. Yet he fometimcs fpcaks 
advantageoufly of his learning. 
Ladantius calls hisRyle uncouth, 
rugged and dark, but admires 
hit. depth of fenfc : and he who 
breaks the ihell will not repent 
his pains for the kernel. lialfac 
ingenioully compares his elo- 
quence to ebony which is bright 
and plead ni» in its black light. 
The great mailer of eloquence, 
St. Cyprian, found fuch hidden 
iloies under his dark language, 
that lie h> reported never to have 

palled a d.iv without reading 
J11111, and when he culled for his 

hook. In. died to lay : " Give 111c 
i( - my lu'iller. 1 ' The mull cor- 
rect edition ofTei'tulliuu's works 



is that of Rigaltlus, even that of 
Pamelius being ill pointed, and 
abounding with faults; though 
Rigaltius's notes on this and 
fome other fathers want much a. 
mendment. We find this ones 
great man, who expreflcd in his 
Apologetick, (c. 39). the molljuit 
and fearful apprehenfion of ex- 
communication, which he there 

called, The anticipation of the ft. 
tun judgment, afterwards proud, 
arrogant, and at open defiance 
with the cenfures of the church. 
And this great genius feems even 
to lofe common fenfe when he 
writes in favour of his errours 
and enthufiafm, as when upon 
the authority of the dreams of 
Prifcilla and Maximilla he fe- 
rioufly difputed on the fhape and 
colour of a human foul, &c. He 
lived to a very advanced age, 
and leaving the Montanilh 
became the author of a new 
feci called from him Tertullian- 
ilts, who had a church at Car- 
thage till St. Auftin's time, when 
they were all reconciled to the 
catliolick faith. Tertullian died 
towards the year 24c;, 

The works which he wrote 
after his fall arc, A book On the 
Saul, pretending it to have a hu- 
man future, bfc. Another On the 
FLjb of Cbri/ t \ proving that he 
took upon him human llcfh in 
reality, not in appearance only. 
One On tbcRefurn:£tion of tbcFli'fb t 
proving that great myllery. Five 
books againil; Marcion, who 
maintained that there were two 
pi ineiplcs or gods, the one good, 
the other evil ; that the latter 
was worshipped by the Jews, ami 
w.is author of their law : but mat 

the good god fent Chrill to *k- 

ilroy 
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of the Scillitan martyrs copied from the court regifters by three dif- 
ferent Chriftians, who added more notes, publifhed by Baronius, ad 
an. 202, by Ruinart, p. 75, and by Mabillon, T. 3. Analefl. p. 399, 
and abridged by Tillemont, T. 3. Ceillier, T. z. p. zi 1, tzfe. 
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tfroy his works. Againft this 
herefiarch Tertullian proves the 
unity of God, and the fanclity 
of the old law and teftament. 
In his book againft Praxeas he 
proves excellently the Trinity of 
Perfons, and ufes the very word 
Trinity (c. 2), but he impioufly 
condemns Praxeas, becaufe com- 
ing from the Eaft to Rome, he 
had informed pope Victor of the 
errours and hypocrify of Monta- 
nus : on which account he fays, 
he had banifhed the Paraclete 
(Montanus) and crucified the Fa- 
ther. Paracletum fugavit, Pat rem 
crua fixit y (c. 1). For Praxeas 
puffed up with the title of con- 
feflbr, broached the herefy of 
the PatripafTians, confounding 
the three Perfons, and pretend- 
ing that the Father in the Son 
became man, and was crucified 

for us. His apology For the Phi- 
iofopbers Cloak, which he con- 
tinued to wear rather than the 
Toga y for its conveniency and as 
an emblem of a fevercr life, feems 
only writ to difplay his wit. His 
apology To Scapula, proconful of 
Africa in 21 1, is an exhortation 
to put a ftop to the perfecution, 
alleging that " a chriflian is no 
*' man's enemy, much lefs the 
" cmperour's." In his book On 
Monogamy he maintains againft the 
Pfychici (fo he calls the catho- 
tholicks) that fecond marriages 
are unlawful, which was one 
point of his herefy. One of 
his arguments is, the duty of a 
widow always to pray for the 
foul of her deccaied huibancl, 
(c 1 o) . He writ his book On Fafts * 
10 defend the extraordinary falls 

commanded by the Montaniils : 



but fhews that certain obligator/ 
fafts were obferved by the catho- 
licks, as that before Eafter, fxnee 
called Lent, in which they fafted 
every day till vefpers, or even- 
ing-fervice : that thofe of Wed- 
nelday and Friday till three 
o'clock, called ftations, were de- 
votional. Some added to thefe 
Xsropbagia, or the ufe only of" 
dried meats, abftaining from all 
vinous and juicy fruits : and fome 
confined themfelves to bread and 
water. The Montanifts kept 
three Lents a year, and other 
fafts always till night, and with 
the Xeropbagia. Tertullian wrote 
alfo his book On Cbaftity, againft 
the catholicks, becaufe they gave 
absolution to penitents who had 
been guilty of adultery or forni- 
cation. For the Montanifts de- 
nied that the church could par- 
don fins of impurity, murder, or 
idolatry. In this book he men- 
tions twice, that on the facred 
chalices was painted the image 
of the good fhepherd bringing 
home the loll fheep on his moul- 
ders. Scoffing at a decree made 
by the bifhop of Rome at that 
time, he writes ; <c I am informed 
that they have made a decree, 
and even a peremptory one ; 
the chief pricrt, that is, the 
bifhop of bifhops, faith : I re- 
mit the fins of adultery and 
fornication to thofe who have; 
done penance. " (c. 1). He calls 
him Apoflolick bifhop, c. 19. 
and -BlcfTcd pope, c. 13. ib. — 
His book On the Crown was writ- 
ten in 23 5, the firlt year of Maxi- 
minus, to defend the action of a 
chrillian foldier, who refufed to 
put on his head a garland like the 

reft 



i ( 



*( 



it 



>68 St. M ARCELLI NA, V. July i«; 

St. Marclilina, V. She was eldeft lifter to St. Ambrofe and 
Satyrus, and after the death of her father who was prefect the 
Gauls, removed to Rome with her pious mother and brothers. She 
was difereet bej'ond her years, and from her cradle fought with her 
whole heart the only thing for which fhe was cieated and fent in- ! 
to the world, ijcjno: chai ocd at Rome with the education of her • 
two brothers fhe infpned them Ly words and sample with an ar- 
dent ihirit of virtue. She tamrht diem that nobienefs of blood can- 
not enhance merit, nor make men more );:mi:rious tmlefs they c!cf- 
fpife it, and chat learning is an m: pardonable crime and folly if by 
it a mar; ihculd deiue to know every thing that is in heaven and 
cauh but himfclf ; for wirh the t:ue knowledge of ourfelves are all 
our jftudies to begin and end, if we dehre to lender them in any de- 
gree advantageous to ourfelvc. She kindled in their tender 
breafls a vehement dcfivc, not of the flicw of virtue, but to become 
truly virtuous. Jn her whole conduct all her view was only the 
glory of God. The better to puriuc this great end fhe refolvcd to 
renounce the world, and on Chrifcmas-dny in 352, fhe put on the 
religious habit and received the veil from the hands of pope Libe- 
rius, in St. Peter's church, in prefence of an incredible multitude 
of people. The pope in a ihort difcourfe, on that occafion, ex- 
ported her frequently to love only our Lord Jefus Chrifi, the 
chafte fpoufe of her foul, to live in continual abftinence, moi tin- 
cation, filence and prayer, and always to behave herfelf in the 
church with the utmoft refpect and awe. He mentioned to her the 
page of Alexander the Great, who for fear of dillurbing the folem- 
inty of a hcathenifii facrifice by fhaking off hi-; hand a piece of 
melted wax that was fallen upon it, let it burn him to the hone. 
Marcellina in her practice went beyond the moll perfect lcllbns. 
She fafted every clay till evening, and femedmes palled whole 
days without eating. She never touched any fare but what was of 
the coarfeft kinds, and drank only water. She never laid hcriclf 
down to reft till quite overcome with flecp. The pre at eft part both 
of the da/ and night fne devoted to prayer, pious leading, and 
tears of divine love and compunction. St. Ambrofe advifed her in 
the decline of her life to moderate her aullerhies, but always to 

jcdouble her iervour in tears and holy prayer, eipccially in reciting 

often 



reft, when he went to receive a 
donative- — Tertullian fay?. ihc'c 
l^ai lands were reputed facred to' 
fbme fulfe god or other. Me 
alleges that by tradition alone 
we practifc many tilings, as the 
Ceremonies v.lld ar baptifm. 
yeaily oblations (or facnuVes) 
for the dead, and for the feilivah; 
of Mano rs, /landing- at prayer 
on the Lord's .Day and horn 
.Fatter to \\ Jmluntide, and the 

%n of the ci oh which we make, 



fays he, if upon our forch ■ a«s at 
c% every action, and in all otirmo- 
" f ions, at coming in or going out 
" of door:, in drilling or batlnti'.; 
*' ourf lve:. ; when we ai e at tabk 
«■ or in bed ; when we fit down or 
light a lamp, or whatever elle 
* € we do" ( L>c Corona, c.3. and 4). 
— His book On Fliybt, was ivitf 
about the fame time to prelLiul 
to prove againtt the catliolin- 5 
that it is a crime to fly i» l ,u1ii 
o\ per fee tit ion. 
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often the pfalrns, the Lord's prayer, and like wife the creed which 
he calls the feal of a Chriftian, and the guard of our hearts. She 
continued at Rome after the death of her mother, living not in a 
nunnery but in a private houfe with one fervent virgin, the faith- 
ful companion of all her holy cxercifes. Sc. Ambrofe died in 397. 
She iurvived him though it is uncertain how long. Her name is 
mentioned in the Roman and other martyrologies on the fevemh of 
j u ]v — See St. Ambrofe, 1. 3. do Virgin, c. i 9 2, 3, 4. T. 2. p. 

1741. and ep. 20 & zz. cd. Ben. 

Sc. Ennodius, Bifhop of Pavia, C. Magnus Felix Ennodius was 
dcfcended of an illuftrious family, fettled iq Gaul, and was a kinf- 
man to the greater! lords of his time, as to KauiUis, Boctius, Avie- 
mis, Olybrius Sec. He fecms to call Aries the place of his 
birth (1). But he pa/Ted his firll years in Italy, and had his edu- 
cation at Milan, under the care of an aunt after vvhofe death he 
took to wife a rich and noble lady. Eloquence and poetry were 
the favourite ffcudies of his youth, and he had the misfortune to be 
drawn ailray into the wide path of the world. But he was ltruck 
with remorle, and liflening to the voice of divine grace changed 
liij life, and wept bitterly for his p.iil diforders. Out of grati- 
tiu'e to the divine mercy for his call, he entered into orders with 
the confent of his wife, who at the lame time devoted hcrfelf to 
Cod in a Hate of perpetual continency. Having a particular confi- 
dence in the powerful intcrceffion of St. Viclor, the martyr at Mi- 
lan, he earneftly implored through it the grace to lead a holy life., 
as he informs us (2). Being ordained deacon yet young by St. 
Epiphanins of Pavia, he from that time defpifed profane itudies to 
<r'wc himfelf up entirely to thofe that are facred. He wrote an 
anology for pope Symmachus and his council againjfl; the fchifm 
formed in favour of Laurence. He was pitched upon to make a pa- 
negyrick upon Thcodorick, king of Italy, whom he commends 
only for his victories and temporal fuccefs. He wrote the life of 
St. Epiphanius of Pavia who died in 497, and was fucceedrd by 
Maximus: likewife that of St. Antony of Levins, who is mentioned 
in the Roman martyrology on the twenty fix ih of December, befides 
ievcral letters and other woiks both in yrolc and verfc. He afliircs 
us that under a violent fever in which he was given^ over by the 
plnhcians, he had recourfu to the heavenly phyfrcian through 
ihc interceflion of his patron St. Victor, and that in a moment he 
found himfelf rellored to perfec'l health (3). To perpetuate his 
[/.latitude for this benefit, he wrote a woik which he called ! } itchmi~ 
pu.d or Thnnhfgiving, in which he gives a fhort account of his 
life, especially of his Vonvcrfion from the world, and how thtough 
the inteieeilion of St. Victor, he obtained the grace for his wife 
that flic freely cut red into his views in their making, by joint con- 
rent, mutual vows of perpetual continency. After the death of 
R: 'vijiui:, he was advanced to the epilcopa! fee of Pavia about the 
year rio, not in .\tyi, as I .abbe millahcr., for in hi' Kut hai i il icon, he 
lavs he was only iixieen years old when 1 heodorick came into 

Italy 

d) 1. 7. ep. 8. (2) Eucl.ar. {-) F.nnod. 1. b\ rp. 24. ad. 

Fault, 
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Italy in 4B9. He governed his chprch with a zeal and authority 
worthy a true difciple of St. Epiphanius. 

Ennodius was made choice of by pope Hormifdas to endeavour 
the reunion of the Eaftern to the Weitern church. The Empe- 
rour Anaftafius fomented the divifion by favouring the Eutychian 
herefy, by banifhing many orthodox prelates, and by protecting 
fchifmatical bifhops of Conftantinople ; and in diflemblmg, (the 
bafeft character of a prince) he was a fecond Herod or Tiberius, 
whole artifices could not leave them even in things where their in- 
tercit was not concerned. Upon this errand Ennodius made two 
journeys to Conftantinople, the firft in the year 515, with Fortuna- 
tus bifhop of Catana, and the fecond in 517, with Peregrinus In- 
Ihop of Mifenum. The points upon which he was ordered to infill 
were, that the faith of the council of Chalcedon, and the letters 
of po^e Leo againir. Neftorius, Eutychcs, Diofcorus, and their 
followers Timothy Elurus and Peter the Fuller fliould be received ; 
the anathema, pronounced againfl Acacius of Conftantinople and 
Peter of Antioch, fubferibed, and that the emperour mould recal 
the bifhops whom he had banifhed for adhering to the orthodox 
faith and communion. The emperour, whofe conduct in all he did, 
was equivocal, fent back the legates with a letter, wherein he de- 
cided, that he condemned Neitorius and Eutyches, and received 
the council of Chalcedon. Other things he promifed to conclude 
by embafTadours whom he would fend to Rome. But his only 
aim was to gain time, and even whilft Ennodius was at Conftanti- 
nople, he condemned to banifliment four bifhops of Ulyricum for 
the catholick caufe, namely, Laurence of Lignida, Alcyfon of 
Nicopolis, Gaianus of Naiiium and Evangelus of Paulitala. He 
deferred lending his embafTadours till the middle of the next year, 
and then inftead of bifhops, as he had promifed, fent only two lay- 
men, Thcopompus, Cor/us Dowjiicoruvt, or captain of his guards, 
and 'Severianus, Comes Conjijloru \ or councellour of ftate, and their 
inferuftions were confined to general proteftations of labouring for 
the peace of the church. The pope anfwercd, that far from having 
any need of being intreatcd on that head, he threw himfelf at the 
emperour' s feet to implore his protection for the peace and welfare ot 
God's church. EnnodiuVs Jccond legation into the Earl proved as 
unfuceefsful as the former. For Anaftafius rejected the formulary 
which the pope had drawn up for the union, and endeavoured to 
bribe the legates with money. But finding them proof againfl. 
all temptations, he caufed them to be fent out of his palace through 
a back door, and put on board a fhip with two prefects, and fever a I 
Magi lie rians (u) who had orders not to fufter them to enter into 
any city. Nouvilhflanding this, the legates found an opportunity 

pfcliipcJtJing their proteUatioiio in all cities ; but the bifhops who re- 
ceived 

(a) Mflftifltrtani were officers 
under the Ma^ijlcr Officiontm 
who held one of the fir II dig- 
nities in the imperial court, and 

had a fupcrin tendency over the 



Palatines, inferiour officers of 
the court, the fchools or acade- 
mies of the court, and certain 
govemoura. See Dti Cango* 
Glo/Tar. 
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ceived them, from the dread they were under of being accufed, fent 
them all to Constantinople. Upon this, Anaftaftus being very- 
much exafperated, difmilfed about two hundred bifhops who were 
already come to a council which was to have been held at Heraclea 
to compofe the diffracted ft ate of the Oriental church. Such was the 
conclusion of the promife this emperour had given of concurring 
to re/tore union between the churches. The people and fenate re- 
proached him with the breach of the oath he had made to that 
purpofe : but he impioufly faid that there was a Jaw which com- 
manded an emperour to forfvvear himfclf, and to tell a lye, in cafes 
of necelfity. This confirmed the people in their general fufpicion 
that he had imbibed the opinions of the Manichees. St. Ennodius 
was obliged to put to lea in an old rotten veffel, and all perfons 
were forbid to fufFer him to land in any port of the Eaftern empire, 
whereby he was expofed to manifeft. danger. Neverthelefs he ar- 
rived fafe in Italy, and returned to Pavia. The glory of fufFering 
for the faith, which his zeal and conftancy had procured him, far 
from ferving to make him ilothful or remifs in the difcharge of his 
pailoral duties, was on the contrary a fpur to him in the more earn- 
ell purfuit of virtue, lelt by fluggifhnefs he mould deprive himfelf 
of the advantages which he nught feem to have begun to attain. He 
exerted his zeal in the converfion of fouls, his liberality in relieve 
the poor, and in building and adorning churches, and his piety 
and devotion in compofing facred poems on the BlefTed Virgin, St. 
Cyprian, St. Stephen, St. Dionyfius of Milan, St. Ambrofe, St. 
Euphemia, Sc. Nazarius, St. Martin, &c. on the myfteries of Pen- 
tecoft and on the Afcenlion, on a baptiftery adorned with the pic- 
tures of feveral martyrs whofe relicks were depofited in it. He 
wrote two new forms of bl effing the pafchal candle in which the 
S divine protection on the faithful is implored againft winds, florms 
j and all dangers through the malice of our invifible enemies 
\ St. Ennodius died on the firft of Auguft, 521, being only 48 years 
i old. He is ityled a great and glorious confeiTor by the popes Ni- 
cholas I. and John VIII. and is honoured in the Roman martyro- 
lo^y on the feventeenth of July. His works were published by two 
JciLiits, F. Andrew Scot at Tournay in 16x0, and by F. James 
Sirmond, with 'notes, at Paris, in 1 61 1 : and moft completely a- 
mong the works of P. Sirmond at Paris in 1696. T. 1 — See his 
works, the letters of pope Hormifdas, the pontifical and F. Sir- 
mond's collections. 

St 



[!)) This ceremony was much 
more ancient. Ale u in and Ama- 
laiius afcribe its inilitution to 
pope Zofimus ; but others make 
it of older date. At Koine the 
archdeacon on Holy Saturday 
"letfed wax mingled with oil, 
particles of which having a figure 
°f a lamb formed upon them 
Were diitribu ted among the peo- 



ple. Hence was derived the 
cuitom of Agnus Dei's made of 
wax fometimes mixed with re- 
licks of martyrs, which tlic 
popes blefled in a folemn 
mer. See Sc. Gregory of Tours* 
de Vit. Patr. c. 8. The Ronu 
Order, Alcuin, &c. Sirmond 

Not. in Ennod, 
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St. Leo TV. Pope, C. He was Ton of a Roman, nobleman, 
had been educated in the monaftejy of St. Martin without the walk 
and was made by Sergius II. prieit of the four Crowned martyrs, 
He was chofen pope after the death of Sergius II. in S47, and go. 
verned the church eight years, three months and fome days. The 
Saracens from Calabria had lately plundered St. Peter's church on 
the Vatican, and were tfill hovering about Rome. Leo made it his 
fir ft care to repair the ornamental part of this church, especially the 
ConftJJion or burying -place of St. Peter with the altar which ilooii 
upon it. To prevent a fecond plundering of that holy place he, 
with the approbation and liberal contributions of the em per our Lo. 
thaire, enclofed it and the whole Vatican hill with a wall, and built 
there a new ricne or quarter of the city, which from him is called 
Leoni?ia. He rebuilt or repaired the walls of the city, fortified with 
fifteen towers. Whllft he was putting Rome in a poflure of de- 
fence, the Saracens marched towards Porto in order to plunder that 
town. The Neapolitans fent an army to the afliftance of the Ro- 
mans : the pope met thefe troops at Oflia, gave them his blefling, 
and all the foldicrs received the holy communion at his hind;. 
After the pope's departure, a bloody battle enfued, and the Sara- 
cens were all flam, taken or difperl'ed. The good pope confidcred 
the fins of the people as the chief fource of publick difafters, and 
bein" inflamed with a holy zeal he molt vigoroufly exerted his au- 
thoriry for the reformation of manners, and of the difcipline of the 
church. For this purpofc he held at Rome a council of fixty feven 
biihops : and among other inflances, he depofed and excommuni- 
cated Anaftafius, cardinal pricft of St. Marccllus's church, becaufe 
he had neglected to refide in his parifh. He received honourably 
Ethelwolph, king of England, who, in 854, made a pilgrimage to 
Rome. Pope Leo directed to all bifljops and paftors a Homti) 
on the Paftoral Care, publifhcd by Labbe from the Vatican manu- 
fcripts, and alio extant in the Roman Pontifical. In it all the chief 
functions of the paftoral charge are regulated, and every duty en- 
forced with no lefs learning than piety. Among other miracles per- 
formed by this holy pope it is recorded that by the fign of the creis 
he extinguifhed a great fire in the city, which threatened the church of 
the prince of the apoftlcs. He died on the feventcenth of July K,;, 
and Rennet J 1 1 . pvieft of the church of St. Calixtus, was imnie- 
diaiely chofen pope in his room ("). He with many tears beg^'d 



(a) That a pretended wo- 
man called Joan interrupted the 
furies of the hicccfh'on be- 
tween I .co IV. and Rennet 111. 
is a inoR notorious forgery. 
J.upus i'crrarienhs ep. ir.3, to 
Beimel III. Ado in his Chro- 
nicle, Rhegino in his Chronicle, 
die Annals of St. Deri in, Uinc- 
imv ep. 26, pope Nicholas 1. 



the (ucccfl'ouv of Bonnet ill. ej>. 
46. even the calumniators of Un- 
holy fee, Photius A Jh' P*o»J\ 
Sph: Sri, and Met repliant d 
Smyrna, /. de Di-otnitnti' \'" v - 
S/r 9 who all lived at that veiy 
time, exprefly u-ilify, that lic'f- 
net III. liiececded immediately 

Leo IV. Whence IJlomlvl, * 

violent CalvinilL has by an *•* 

pa I a 
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that fo formidable a burden might not be laid on his Ihoulders : but 
coaid not prevail. Anaftafius the depofed prieft fet up for pope, and 
procured the protection of the emperour Lewis II. but the fteady 
unanimity of the people in the election of Bennet III. overcame 
this oppoution, and he was confccrated on the firft day of Septem- 
ber, in the fame year 5, as is related by Anaftafius^ who was 
then living, and fhortly after (before the year 870,) Bibliothecarian 
of the church of Koine, the moft learned man, and the moll mining 
nrn->ment of that age, as Dr. Cave allows him to have been. 

JULY. 



prefs difTertation demonftrated 
the falfity of this fable. Ma- 
rianus Scotus at Mentz wrote 
200 years after, in 1083, a 
chronicle in which mention is 
firii made of this fiflion : from 
whence it was inferted in the 
chronicle of Martinus Polonus, 
a Dominican, in 1277, tho 1 
it is wanting in the true MS S. 
copy kept in the Vatican library, 
as Leo Allatius allures us, and 
in other old 3V1SS. copies, as 
Burnet (Nouvelies -de la rep. des 
Lettres Mars 1687.) Cafleu 
(Catal Bibl. reg. J.©ndin. p - 102) 
&c. teftify. Lambccius, the 
moll learned keeper of the im- 
perial library at Vienna, in his 
excellent Catalogue of that li- 
brary, Vol. 2. p. 860, has demon- 
ftrated this of the oldell and beft 
manufcript Copies of this chro* 
nicle : alfo of Marianus Scotus. 
Her name was foillcd into Si- 
gubort's Chronicle, written- in 
1 1 1 2 ; for it is not found in the 
original MSS. copy at Gem- 
blows, authentically publilhcd 
by MiraJLis. Platina and the 
oilier late copies of Martinus 

Clonus, and Siccbcrt, borrow 



it from the fir ft forger in the 
copy of Marianus Scotus, pro- 
bably falfihcd ; certainly of no 
authority and inconfiftent : for 
there it is f.iid that fhe fat two 
years five months, and that fhe 
had ftudied at Athens, where no 
fchools remained long before 
this time. As to the Porphyry 
ftool lhewn in a rcpofitory, be- 
loneine to the Lateran church, 
which is faid to have been made 
ufe of on account of this fable, 
it is an idle dream. . There 
were two fuch ftools ; one is 
now lhewn to travellers. It is 
certainly or old Roman an- 
tiquity, finely polilhed, and 
might perhaps be ufed at the 
baths or at fome fuperllitious ce- 
remonies. The arc of cutting, 
or working in porphyry marble 
was certainly loft long befor© 
the ninth age, and not rcflorcd 
before the time of Cofmus the 
Great of Mcdicis : this work is 

fliil exceeding How and expen • 
five. .On tliis idle fable fee 
Lambccius, DJondcl, I eo Ala- 
tiu?, Nat. Alexander, liure- 
haavc, fee. 



** 
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Seven Sons, MM. 

From their genuine Afis in Ruinart^ c. 18. Some nutftufcripH 
attribute them to the celebrated Julius Africanus^ who wrote a 
chronology from the beginning of the Hforld to the reign of Hell- 
cgabalusy now lojl^ hit co?nmendcd by Eufebius as an exafi and 
finijhed work. See Ceillier, T m i. p. 668. 

A. D. 120. 

TRA JAN's perfecution in Tome degree continued du- 
ring the firft year- of Adrian's reign, whence Sulpicius 
Severus places the fourth general perfecution under this empe- 
rour. However, he put a flop to it about the year 124, 
moved probably both by the apologies of Quadratus and Ari- 
ftides, and by a letter which Serenius Granianus, proconful of 

Afia had writ to him in favour of the Chriftians {a). Nay 

he 



{a) The emperour Adrian, no- 
bly born at Italica, near Seville, 
in Spain, was coufin german to 
Trajan, and having been a- 
dopted by him, upon his death 
afcended the imperial throne in 
1 1 7. He was extremely inqui- 
litive, and fond of whatever was 
furprifing or Angular, well {kil- 
led in all curious arts, mathema- 
ticks, judiciary aftrology, phy- 
iiek and mulick. But this, 
fays Lord Bacon, was an crrour 
an his mind, that he dcfired to 
comprehend all things, yet neg- 
letted the moll ufeful branches 
of knowledge. He waa light 
and fickle j and fo monftrous 

was his vanity that he caufed all 
to bo flam vvko pretended in 
any art or fcience to rival him. 
And it was accounted great pru- 
donee in a certain perfon that 

he would not difputtc his belt 



with him, alleging afterward 
that it was reafonable to yield 
to him who commanded thirty 
legions. The beginning of this 
prince's reign was bloody : yet 
he is commended in it for two 
things : the firft is mentioned 
by Spartian, that when he came 
to the empire he laid afxde all 
former enmities, and forgot 
paft injuries: infomuch that be- 
ing made emperour he faid to one 
who had been his capital enemy : 
" Thou halt now efcaped." 
The other is, that, when a 
woman cried to him as he was 
pafling by : " Hear me, Cffi- 
farf and he anfwered, " 1 
have not leifure." The wo* 
man replied : " Then ceale" 
to reign." Noli ergo imptrare. 
Whereupon he Hopped, flfl** 

heard her complaint 



<t 
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jie had Chrift in veneration, not as the Saviour of the world, 
but as a wonder or novelty, and kept his image together with 
that of Apollonius Tyanaeus. This God was pieafed to per- 
m it that his afflicted church might enjoy fome refpite. It 
was, however, again involved in the difgrace, which the Jews 
(with whom the Pagans at thefe times in fome degree confounded 
the Chriftians) drew upon themfelves by their rebellion which 
aave occafion to the laft entire defrrucYion of Jerufalem in 134. 
5 hen as St. Paulinus informs us(i) Adrian caufed a flatue of Ju- 
piter to be creeled on the place where Chrift rofe from the 
dead, and a marble Venus on the place of his crucifixion : and 
at Bethlehem (2) a grotto confecrated in honour of Adonis 
or Thammuz, to whom he alfo dedicated the cave where 
Chrift was born. This prince towards the end of his reign 
abandoned himfelf more than ever to a£ls of cruelty, and be- 
ing awaked by a fit of fuperftition he again drew his fword 
againft the innocent flock of Chrift. He built a magnificent 
country palace at Tibur, now Tivoli, fixteen miles from 
Rome, upon the moft agreeable banks of the river Anio, now 
called Teverone. Here he placed whatever could be procured 
moft curious out of all the provinces. Having flnifhcd the 
building he intended to dedicate it by heathenifh ceremonies 
which he began by offering facrifices, in order to induce the 
idols to deliver their oracles. The demons anfwered : " The 
" widow Symphorofa and her feven fons daily torment us by 
. " invoking their God : if they facrifice we promife to be fa* 
' " vourable to your vows." This lady lived with her feven 
[fons upon a plentiful eftate which they enjoyed at Tivoli, and 
gfte liberally expended her treafures in aflifting the poor, efpe- 
[cially in relieving the Chriftians that fuffered for the faith. 
[ She was widow of St. Getulius or Zoticus, who had been 
I crowned with martyrdom with his brother Amantius. They 
(;Were both tribunes of legions, or colonels in the army, and are 
I honoured among the martyrs on the tenth of June. Sym- 
Ijphorofa had buried their bodies in her own farm, and fighinpj 
I to fee her fons and hcrfelf united with them in immortal bhfs, 
Die prepared hcrfelf to follow them by the moft fervent excr- 
ciie of all good works. Adrian, whofc fuperftition was a- 
larmcd at this anfwer of his gods or their priclts, ordered her 
and her fons to be feized, and brought before him. She came 
With joy in her countenance, praying all the way for hcrfelf 
and her children, that God would grant them the grace to 

eonlefs his holy name with confiancy. Tlic cmpcronr ex- 
horted 

(0 St. Paul in cp. ti ad Sever; 
(2) S, Heron, cp. 13. ad l\iul, 
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horted them at firft in mild terms to facrifice. Symphorofa 
anfwered : * c My hufband Getulius and his brother Aman- 
* c tius, being your tribunes, have fuffered divers torments for 
€C the name of Jefus Chritt, rather than facrifice to idols : 
<c and they have vanquifhed your demons by their death choof- 
<c ing to be beheaded rather than to be overcome. The death 
<c they fuffered drew upon them ignominy among men, but 
« glory amoncr the angels : and they now enjoy eternal life in 
* c heaven." The emperour changing his voice faid to her in 
an angry tone : " Either facrifice to the molt powerful gods, 
ct with thy fons, or thou thyfelf fhalt be offered up as a fncri- 
« lice together with them." Symphorofa anfwered ; " Your 
" gods cannot receive me as a facrifice : but if I am burnt for 
<c the name of Jefus Chrift my death will increafe the tor- 
<c ment which your devils endure in their flames. But can 
" I hope for fo great a happincfs as to be offered with my 
<c children a facrifice to the true and living God ?" Adrian 
faid : Either facrifice to my gods, or you {hall all miferably pe- 
<c rifli." Symphorofa faid : cc Do not imagine that fear will 
46 make me change : I am defirous to be at reft with my 
cc hufband whom you put to death for the name of Jefus 
6< Chrift." The emperour then ordered her to be carried to 
the temple of Hercules, where fhe was firft buffeted on the 
cheeks, and afterwards hung up by the hair of her head. 
When no torments were able to fhake her invincible foul, the 
emperour gave orders that ftie fhould be thrown into the river 
with a great ftone faftened about her neck. Her brother Eu~ 
genius, "who was one of the chief of the council of Tibur, 
took up her body, and buried it on the road near that 

town. 

The next day the emperour fent for her feven fons all toge- 
ther, and exhorted them to facrifice and not imitate the ob- 
fiinacy of their mother. He added the fevereft threats, but 
finding all to be in vain, he ordered feven flakes with engines 
and pullies to be planted round the temple of Hercules, and 
the pious youths to be bound upon them ; their limbs were in 
this poflure tortured and itrctched in fuch manner that the 
bones were disjointed in all parts of their bodies. The young 
noblemen, far from yielding under the violence of their tortures, 
were encouraged by each other':; example, and feemed more 
eager to fuller than the executioners were to torment. At 
length the emperour commanded them to be pur to death, 
in the fame place where they were, different ways. The eklcit 
called Crefccns had his throat cut : the fecoiv' called Julian 
was itabhed in the brcaft : Weinc-fir; ihatniid was puuveil witli 

a lance in his heart ; iViuikivirj iccrivcd hit, wound in the bd- 
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ly> Juftin in the back, Stafleus on, his fides, and Eugenius th e 
you ngeft died by his body being cleft afunder into 4 two parts 
acrofs his breaft from the h£ad downwards. The emperour 
came the next day to the temple of Hercules, 'and gave orders 
for a deep hole to be dug, and all the bodies 6f thefe martyr^ 
to be thrown into it. The place! was called by the heathen 
prierrs, The /even Biotbanati: which -worcFfignifieth in Greek and 
in the flyle of art magick, fuch as die by a violent death^ 
particularly fuch as were put to the torture. After this a flop 
was put to the perfecution for about eighteen months (b). 
During which interval of peace the Chriftians took up the 
remains of thefe martyrs, and interred them with honour on 
theTiburtin road, in the midway between Tivoli and Rorne^ 
where flill are feen fome remains of a church erecTred in me- 
mory of them in a place called to this dzy^'T'be /even Bro- 
thers (c). Their bodies were tranflated by a pope called 
Stephen, into the church of the Holy Angel in the fifli-rnarket 
in Rome, where they were found in the pontificate of Pius IV a 
with an infcription on a plate which mentioned this tranfla- 
Hon (3.) 

Vol. IIL N St, 

1 

1 

(3-) Ado, Ufuard ; Mart. Rom. cum notis Baronii et Lubin. 



(b ) Adrian became more 
cruel than ever towards the end 
of his life, and without any juft 
caufe put to death feveraf per- 
fons of dilHnclion. At laft he 
fell fick of a dropfy at his 
houfe at Tibur. Finding that 
no medicines gave him any re- 
lief he grew moil impatient and 
fretful under his lingering ill- 
nefji, and wifhed for death, 
often alking for poifon or a 
fvvord, which no one would give 
him, though he offered them 
money and impunity. His phy- 
fician ilevv himfelf that he 
might noc be compelled to give 
him poifon. A Have named 
bailor, a barbarian noted for 
his llrcngth and bol dnei's, whom 
the emperour had employed in 
hunting, was partly by threats, 
partly by proimies prevailed up- 
on to undertake it ; but inftead 



of complying, was feized with 
fear, and durit not ftrike him$, 
and fled. The unhappy tyrant la- 
mented day and night, that 
death refufed. to obey and deli- 
ver him who had cauied the 
death of lb many others. He 
at length haftencd his death by 
eating and drinking things con- 
trary to his heal tti in his diilemper* 
and expired with thefe words m 
his mouth : The multitude of 

_ ■ 

" phyficians hath killed the: 

*' emperour. 1 ' c lurba mcdicoritm 

C afar cm pfrdidit. (S^e Dio Sc 
Spartian in Adr.)' lie died in 
138, being fixty-two years old, 
and having reigned twenty one 
years. 

(c) // f'ttte. Frate, in the villa', 
of Mallei, nine in ilea from. 
Rome. See Aiinghi Koma Sub* 
t.r. 1. 3. c. 1 4. 
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St. Symphorofa fet not befqra the* eyes of her, children the 
advantages of their riches and birth, or of their father's honou- 
rable employments and great exploits : but thpjfe of his piety 
and the triumph of his martyrdom. She, continually enter- 
tained them on the glory of heaven, and the happinefs of 
treading in the fteps of our Divine, Redeemer, , by, the; practice 
o£ humility, patience, refignation and charity^ which virtues 
are beft learned, in , the path of humiliations and fufferings. 
In thefe a chriftian finds this folid treafure, and his unalterable 
peace and joy both in life and death. The honours, riches, 
applaufe and pleafures with which the worldly finner is fome* 
times furrounded, can never fatiate his defires ; often they do 
not even reach this heart, which under his gorgeous fhew 
bleeds as it were inwards, while fllent grief, like a worm at 
the core, preys upon his vitals. Death; at leaft always draws 
afide the curtain, and fhews them to have been no better 
than mere dreams and fhadows which pafled in a moment, 
but have left a cruel fting behind them, which fills the 
mind with horrour, dread, remorfe and defpair, and racks the 
whole foul with confufion, perplexities and alarms. 

On the fame DAY 

St. Philastrius, Bifhop of Brefcia, C. We know nothing of 
this faint's country, only that he quitted it and the houfe and in- 
heritance of his anceftors, like Abraham, the more perfectly to dif- 
engage himfelf from the ties of the world. He lived in perfccl 
continency, and often pafTed whole nights in meditating on 
the holy fcriptures. Being ordained prieft he travelled through 
many provinces to oppofe the infidels and hereticks, efpe- 
cially the Arians, whofe fury was at that time formidable over the 
whole church. His zeal and lively faith gave him courage to re- 
joice with the apoftles in fuffering for the truth, and to bear in his 
body the marks of the Itripes which he received by a fevere fcourg- 
ing which he underwent for Jefus Chrift. At Milan he vigorouify 
oppofed the endeavours of Auxcntius, the impious An'an wolf who 
laboured to deftroy the flock of Chrifl there, and our faint was its 
ftrenuous guardian before St. Ambrofe was made bifhop of that 
city. He afterwards went to Brefcia, and finding the inhabitants of 
that place favage and barbarous, almolr. entirely ignorant in fpiri- 
tual things, yet dcfirou3 to learn, he took much pains to initniil 
them : and had the comfort to fee his labours crowned with incredi- 
ble fuccefs. He rooted out the tares of many errours, and culti- 
vated this wild foil with fucli nftiduity that.it became fruitful in good 
works. Being chofen the feventh bifhop of this fee, he exerted 
himfelf in the di (charge of all his paitoral functions with fuch 
vigour as even to outdo himfelf; and the authority of his high 
dignity added the greater weight to his endeavours. He was vol 
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equal in learning to the Ambrofes and Auftins of that age ; but 
v/iiac was wanting in that refpecl was abundantly made up by the 
example of his Jife, his fpiric of perfect humility and piety, and 
bis unwearied application to every paftoral duty. And he is an 
intfanceof what eminent fervice moderate abilities may be capable of 
in the church, when they are joined with an hercick degree of virtue. 
To caution his flock againft the danger of err ours in faith, he 
wrote his catalogue of Herefies, in which he does not take that 
word in its ilrlcTl ienfe and according to the theological definition : 
but fometimes puts in the number of herefies certain opinions 
which he rejects only as lefs probable, and which are problemati- 
cally difputed, as that the wicch of Endor evoked the very foul of 
Samuel (a). He every where breaths an ardent zeal for the catho- 
lick faith. St. Gaudentius extols his profound humility, his meek- 
nefs and fweetnefs towards all men, which was fuch that it feemed 
natural to him to repay injuries only with kindnefs and favours* 
and he never difcovered the leaft emotions of anger. By his cha- 
rity and patience he gained the hearts of all men. In all he did 
he fought no intereit but that of Jefus Chrift ; and fovereignly con- 
temning all earthly things he purfued and valued only thofe thac 
are eternal. Being molt mortified, and fparing in his diet and 
apparel, he feemed to know no other ufe of money than to em- 
ploy it in relieving the poor : and he extended his liberality, not 
only to all that were reduced to beggary, but alfo to tradefmeia- 
and all others whom he often gen'eroully enabled to carry on, or 
when expedient, to enlarge their bufinefs. Though he communi- 
cated himfelf with furpriiing charity and goodnefs to all forts o£ 
pcrfons of every age, fex and condition, he feemed always to re- 
ceive the poor with particular affection. He trained up many pious 
and eminent difciples, among whom are named St. Gaudentius, and 
one Benevolus who in his life was a true imitator of the apoftles, 
and being afterward preferred to an honourable poft in the em- 
perour Valentinian f s court, chofe rather to lay it down than tp 
promulgate a refcript of the emprefs Jultina in favour of the Allans* 
St. Auftin faw St. Philaftrius at Milan with St. Ambrofe in the 
year 384 (1). He died foon after, and before St. Ambrofe his 
metropolitan, who after his death placed St. Gaudentius in the fee 
of firefcia. This faint folcmnized every year with his people the 
day on which his mailer St Philaftrius polled to glory, and always 
honoured it with a panegyrick : but of thefe difcuurfes only the 
fourteenth is extant. See the .life or encomium of St. Philattriua 
by vSt. Gaudentius publiihed by Surius. 

St Arnoul, Bifhop of Mets, C. Among the illufhious faints 
who adorned the court of king Clotuire the Great, none is more fa- 
mous than St. .Arnoul. He .was a Frenchman, bom uf rich and 
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(1) S. Aug. Pref. 1. de hares. 

(«) The bed edition of St. Philartriui's book De Wrtrefihnt t h 
that printed at Hamburgh in 1721. by the carc of Fabrieius who 
illuitratcd it with notes. 
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noble parents, and having been educated in learning and piety was 
called to the court of king Theodebert in which he held the fecond 
place among the great officers of itate, being next to Gonduiph 
mayor of the palace. Though young, he was equally admired for 
prudence in the council and for valour in the field. By afiiduous 
prayer, farting and exceflive almfdeeds he joined the virtues of a 
perfect chriftian with the duties of a courtier. Having married a 
noble lady called Doda, he had by her two fons, Clodulf and An- 
iegifus. Fearing the danger of entangling his foul in many af- 
fairs which patted through his hands, he defired to retire to the 
mo nailery of Lerins ; but being crofted in the execution of his 
project pafTed to the court of king Clotaire. That great mo- 
narch, the iirft year in which he reigned over all France, af- 
fented to the earneft unanimous requeft of the clergy and peo- 
ple of Mets, demanding Arnoul for their bifhop. Our faint 
did all that could be done to change the meafures taken, but in 
vain. He was confecrated bifhop in 614, and his wife Doda took 
the religious veil at Triers. The king obliged Arnoul flill to alM 
at his councils, and to fill the firft place at his court. The faint 
always wore a hairfhirt under his garments ; he fometimes patted 
three days without eating, and his r»fual food was only barley and 
.water. He feemed to regard whatever he pofteiTed as the patri- 
mony of the poor, and his alms feemed to exceed all bounds. His 
benevolence took in all the objects of charity, but his difcretion 
lingled out thofe more particularly whofe greater neceffities called 
more prefiingly upon his bounty. In 62Z, Clotaire II. divided 
his dominions, and making his fon Dagobert king of Auftrafia ap- 
pointed St. Arnoul, duke of Auilrafia and chief counfellor, and 
Pepin of Landen mayor of his palace. The reign of this prince 
was virtuous, profperous and glorious fo long as Arnoul rema ned 
at the helm. But the faint anxioufly defiring to retire from all bu- 
Ixnefs, that he might more ferioufly ftudy to fecure his own falva- 
tion before he fhould be called hence, never ceafed to folicit the 
king for leave to quit the court. Dagobert long refufed his con- 
font, but at length out of a fcruple left he mould oppofe the call of 
heaven, granted it, though with the utmoft reluctance. St. Arnoul 
refigned alio his bifhoprick, and retired into the deferts of Vofge, 
near the monaftery of Remiremont, on the top of a high moun- 
tain, where a hermitage is at this day Handing. Here the iaint 
laboured daily with frefh fervour to advance in the path 
of Chriftian. perfection. For the greater progrefs a pcrfon has al- 
ready made in virtue, the more does the profpect enlarge upon 
him, and the fnc»ie perfectly does he fee how much is yet want' 
ing in him, and how great a fcope is left for exerting his endea- 
vours ftill more. Who will pretend to have made equal advances 
with St. Paul towards perfection ? yet he was far from ever thinking] 
that he had finifhed his work, or that he might remit any thing M 1 
his endeavours. On the contrary, we find him imitating the ala- j 
crity of thofe who run in a race, who do not fo much con fid < r what j 
ground they have already cleared, as how much Hill remains to call j 

torch their utmoir cagemeis and ilrcngth. Nor can there be amoiM 
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certain fign that a perfon has not yet arrived at the lowed and flrft 
degree or virtue, than that he fhould think he does not need to aim 
higher. In this vigorous purfuit St. Arnoul died about the year 
640. His remains were brought to Mets, and enrich the great ab- 
bey which bears his name. The Roman martyrology mentions 
him on the eighteenth of July : the Gallican on the fixteenth of 
Augutf. — See his life faithfully compiled by his fucce/Four, in Ma- 
billon Aft. Bened. T. 2. p. 1 50. 

S. Arnoul, M. He preached the faith among the Franks af- 
ter St. Remigius had baptized king Clo vis. He faffered much in 
his apoftolick labours, and was at length martyred in the Aquilin 
foreft between Paris and Chartres about the year 534. His name 
is highly reverenced at Paris, Rheims and over all , France. 
Cuper the Bollandift Julii T. 4. p. 396. 

St. Frederick, Bifhop of Utrecht, M. He was dcfcenJed of a 
moft illuftrious family among the Frifons, and according to the 
author of his life, was great grandfon to Radbod, king of that 
country, before it was conquered by the French. He was trained up 
in piety and facred literature among the clergy of the church of 
Utrecht. His falls and other aufterities were exceffive, and his 
watchings in fervent prayer were not lefs inimitable. Being or- 
dained prieft, he was charged by bifhop Ricfrid with the care of 
inputting the catechumens, and that good prelate dying in 820, 
he was chofen the 8th bifhop of Utrecht from St. Willi brord (a). The 
holy man with many tears before the clergy and people, declared, 
in moving terms, his incapacity and unworthinefs, but by the au- 
thority of the emperour Lewis Debonnaire was compelled to fub- 
init. He therefore repaired to his metropolitan, the archbifhop of 
Mentz, and at Aix-Ia-Chapelle received the invefliture by the ring 
and crofter, and was confecrated by the bifhops, in prefence of the 
emperour who zealoufly recommended to him the extirpation of the 
remains of idolatry in Fricfland. The new bifhop was met by the 
clergy and others of his church, and by them honourably conduct- 
ed from the Rhine to Utretcht. He immediately applied himfelf 
to eftablifli every where the beft order, and fent zealous and vir- 
tuous labourers into the nor the 11 parts to root out the relicks of 
idolatry which Hill fubfiltcd there. Charlemagne, by treating with 
fc verity the conquered Frifons and Saxons, had alienated their 
minds from his empire. But upon his death in 814, Lewis, his 
ion, whom he had made in his own life time king of Aquitain, 
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(a) Utrecht was an archbi- 

Ihoprick in the time of St. Wii- 
librord, but from his death re- 
mained a bifhoprick fubjett full 
to Mentz, afterward to Cologu 
till, in the reign of Philip 11. 
Paul IV. in 1559, reflorcd the 
"rchhifhopricks of Utrecht and 
Cum bray, and erected Much- 
Ji'i a third with the dignity of 



primate. To Utrecht he fun- 
jetted the new bifho pricks dfr 
Haerlein, Middleburg, Deven- 
ter, Le ward en and Grocningen : 
to Mechlin, tli ofe of Antwerp, 
Ghent, Bruges, Jpres, JJoiflc- 
Duc and Jiuremond : to Cam- 
bray thole of Arraa and Tour- 
nay with two new OiiCj, St. 

Omcr and Namur. 
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came to the empire, by excluding his little nephew Bernard, kingo- f 
Italy, grandfon of Pepin, elder brother to this Lewis, whom tneir 
father made king of Italy, but who died in 8 : o, leaving that king- 
dom to his fon and grandfon both called Bernard. Lewis upon his 
acceffion to the throne eafed the Saxons of their heavy taxes, and 
fhewed them fo much lenity that he gained their hearts to the em- 
pire for ever, and from his courtefy and from this and other acti- 
ons of clemency fa roamed The Debonnaire, or the Gracious. He 
loft his queen Irmingarde, who. 'died at Angicrs in 818, by whom 
he had three fons Lothaire, Pepin and Lewis. The firft he made 
king of Italy (£), the fecond king of Aquitain, and Lewis king of 
Bavaria ; referving tp himfelf the reft of Bavaria and France. In 
819, he married Judith daughter of Guclph, count of AldorrF, by 
whom he had Charles the Bald, afterwards emperour and king of 
France. She was an ambitious and wanton woman ; her adulteries 
gave great fcandal to the people, and her overbearing infolence 
and continual intrigues embroiled the ftate, and drove the three 
eldeft fons into open rebellion againft their father (c). Nothing 
can excufe the methods to which thefe unnatural princes had re- 
courfe, under pretence of remedying the publick diforders which 
fprang from the weaknefs of their father, and the malice of a 
hated mother-in-law. But the fcandals of her lewdnefs ftirred up 

the 



(£) He alfo gave him Au* 

ftrafia, great part of which from 
that age has been called Lorrain 
either from this Lothaire, or ra- 
ther his younger fon of the fame 
name, whom he left king of 
Jhat country. 

(c) Lewis left to her the ma-' 
jmgement of all affairs, made 
her elder brother Rodolph 
(Guclph) governour of Bavaria, 
and her younger brother Con- 
rad governour of Italy, and de- 
fined the beft part of the king- 
doms of Germany and France 
to Charles the H aid, the fon 
which flic bore him : to which 
dominions the fons by the firft 
wife thought they had a prior 

claim. 'J 'hey by an unjuftinablc 
breach of their duty twice took 
lip arms againft their father ; 
fi il in 830, when the emprefs 
Jud th was bani/hed to a nun- 
we y in Gafcony, and the em- 

perour imprifoned. But he was 



foon relcafed by the Germans, 
and recalled Judith and her two 
brothers. In the fecond rebellion 
in 833, Lothaire, the eldeft fori, 
baniihed Judith to Verona in 
Italy, and lhut up her fon 
Charles in the abbey of Pruim 
near Triers, and the weak empe- 
rour himfelf in the abbey of 
IVJedard's at Soiftbns, after he had 
in an aflcmbly of the ftates at 
Compiegnc, bafely confetfed 
himfelf juitly depofed from the 
empire, and guilty of the crimes 
which were laid to his charge. 
He was afterwards fent to the 
abbey of St. Denys near Tans 
and there clothed with the habit 
of a monk : but foon after de- 
livered by his two younger fon:; 
Pepin and Lewis and rcUoml to 
his throne. Judith after all 
thefe diftiubrancs fo dcxtcroufly 
managed him that at his death* 
in 840, he left to her fon C Junto 
the monarchy of ,V ranee, 



July i8- St. F R E D E R ICK, 3. M. 213 

the zeal of ;QUr holy pallor to acl; the part of a fecond John the 
Baptift' The cotemporary author of the life of Wala, abbot of 
Lorbie, who was deeply concerned in the fecret tran factions of that 
court, confidently chafes her with inceft and adultery with her re- 
lation and favourite minifter, Bernard count of Barcelona. The 
author of the life of St. Frederick fays her marriage with Lewis 
was incestuous, and within the -forbidden degrees of affinity : buc 
this circumftance could not haVe efcaped the cenfure of her ene- 
mies ; and from their filence is rejected by Mabillon and others as 
fabulous. Whatever the fcandals of her, gallantries were, St. Fre- 
derick, the neighbourhood of whofe fee gave him free accefs to the 
court then chiefly kept at Aix-la-Chapelle, admonifhed her of them 
with an apoftolick freedom and charity ; but without any other ef- 
fect than that of drawing upon himfelf the fury and refentment of a 
fecond Jezabel, if we may believe the hiftorians of that age. Our 
faint mifered alfo another perfecution. The inhabitants of Walla- 
cria, now called Walcharen, one of the principal iflarids of Ze- 
laud, belonging to the Netherlands, were of all others the mart 
barbarous, and mod averfe to the maxims of thegofpel. On 
which account St. Frederick, when he fent priefts iato the northern 
uncultivated provinces of his diocefs, took this moll dangerous and 
difficult part chiefly to himfelf. And nothing here gave him more 
trouble than the inceftuous marriages contracted within the forbidden 
degrees, and the feparation of the parties. To extirpate this inveterate 
evil he employed afliduous exhortations, tears, watching, prayer 
and failing: furnmoned an afTembly of the principal perfons of the 
iiland, and earneftly recommended the means to banifti this abufe 
from among them, broke many fuch pretended marriages, and re- 
conciled many perfons that had done fincere penance to God and 
his church. , He compofed a prayer to the Bleiled Trinity with an 
expofition of that adorable myftery againit hcrefies, which for ma- 
ny ages was ufed in the Netherlands with great devotion. The 
reputation of his fanclity made him to be confidered as one of the 
moft ill urinous prelates of the church, as appears from a poem of 
Rabanus Maurus, his cotemporary, in praife of his virtue, pub- 
lifhed with notes among his poetical works, together with thole of 
Fortunatus, by F. Brower, S.J.(i). Whilft this holy pallor was 
intent only upon the duties of his charge, one day when he came 
fiom the altar having laid mafs, as he was going to kneel down in 
the chapel of St. John Baptiil to perform his thankfgiving and other 
private devotions, he was llabbed in the bowels by two aiTaflins. 
He expired a few minutes reciting that veife of the 114th pfalm : 
/ will phafi fcW in the laud of the living. The author of his 
life fays thefc aflamns were employed by the cmprefs Judith who 
could not pardon the liberty he had taken to reprove her inccll. 
William of Malmeibury (2) and other hiftorians aflcrt the fame: 
and F. Cuper the BollandiR {hews clearly this to have been 
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the true caufe and manner of his martyrdom : William Heda 
(3) Beka (4) Emmius (5) and many others confirm the fame. Ba- 
ronius in his annals, Mabillon, Le Cointe and Baillet think thefe 
aflaflins were rather fent byfome of the incefluous inhabitants 
of Wallacria, but this opinion is deftitute of the authority of 
ancient hiftorians. The martyr's body was buried in the fame 
church of Our Saviour called Oude-Mtwjier at Utrecht. His death 
happened on the feventeenth of July 838, as Mabillon has proved. 
. — See the life of St. Frederick with the notes of Cuper the Bollan- 
dift, Julii T. 4. p. 452, and Batavia Sacra, p. 99. Alfo Heda's 
Hiftoty of the biihops of Utrecht, Beka, and Emmius. 

St. Odulph, canon of Utrecht, C. He was born of noble 
French parents, and dillinguilhed in his youth by the innocence of 
his manners, and his remarkable progrefs in learning and piety. 
Being ordained priefl he was made curate of OreiTcoth in Brabant. 
St. Frederick aftenvardB, by urgent intreaties engaged him, for the 
greater glory of God, to be his ilrenuous affiftant in reforming the 
manners of the fierce Frifons : in which undertaking it is incredible 
what fatigues he underwent, and what proofs he 'gave of heroick 
patience, meeknefs, zeal and charity. Contemplation and prayer 
were the fupport and refrelhment of his foul under his continual la- 
bours and au/teritics. Several wonderful predictions of things 
which happened long after his death, are recorded in his life. 
In his old age he refided at Utrecht, and died canon of the cathe- 
dral. To his J ail moments he allowed himfelf no indulgence, and 
never relaxed his fervour in labour : but rather redoubled his pace 
the nearer he faw his end approach, knowing this to be the condi- 
tion of the chriftian's hire, and fearing to Jofe, by floth and for 
want of pcrfeverance, the crown for which he fought. His fails, 
his watchings, his alTiduity in prayer, his alms-deeds, his zeal in 
inilrucling the people and exhorting all men to the divine love, and 
the contempt of all eaithly things feemed to gather llrength with 
his years. Being feized with a fever he with joy foretold his lait 
moment, and earnefily exhorting his brethren to fervour, and com- 
mending himfelf to their prayers, he promifed, by the divine 
mercy, never to forget them before God, and happily departed this 
life in the ninth age, on the twelfth of June, on which day his 
foilival was kept with great folemnity at Utrecht and Staveren. 
churches and chapels bear his name ; but the chapel at the New 
Bridge in Amfterdam, called Olofi-Kapel, was erected by the Da- 
nifh failors in memory of St. Olaus king of Norway, and martyr, 
not of St. Odulph, as the Bollandills and fome others havu mil- 
took, — See the life of St. OduJph in the Uollandilts, Junii T« 2. 
and Batavia Sacra, p. 106. 
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St. Vincent of Paul, C. Founder 

of the Lazarites or Fathers of the 
Miffion. 



> * 

From bis edifying life written by J belly, bi/hop of Rodez 9 and 
again by the celebrated continuator of Tournelfs Theological 
LcflureS} Dr. Peter Collet in two Volumes^ quarto* Nancy y 
j 748. See alfo Perrault^ Homme s llliift. and Helyot Hijt* 
des Ord. Relig. T. 8. p. 64. 

D. 1660. 

1 

V? VEN in the mod degenerate ages, when the true max- 
jjj ims of the gofpel feem almoft obliterated among the ge- 
nerality of thofe who profefs it, God fails not, for the glory 
of his holy name, to raife to himfelf faithful minifters to re- 
vive the fame in the hearts of many. Having by the perfect 
crucifixion of the old man in their hearts, and the gift of 
prayer, prepared them to beepme veflels of his grace, he 
replenishes them with the fpirit of his apoftles that they 
may be qualified to conduct others in the paths of heroick 
virtue, in which the Holy Gholfc was himfelf their interiour 
Matter. One of thefe inftrunients of the divine mercy was 
St. Vincent of Paul. He was a native of Poui, a viUage near 
Acqs, in Gafcony, not far from the Pyrenaean mountains. 
His parents William of Paul, and Bertranda of Moras, oc- 
cupied a very, fmall farm of which they were the proprietors, 
and upon the produce of which they brought up a family of 
four fons and two daughters. The children were brought up 
in innocence, and inured from their infancy to the mod labo- 
rious part of country labour. But Vincent, the third fon, 
gave extraordinary proofs of his wit and capacity, and from 
l)is mhmcy /hewed a ferioufnefs, and an affection for holy 
prayer far beyond his age. Me fpent great part of his time in 
that exercife when he was employed in the fields to keep the 
cattle. That he might give to Chrift in the per fons of the 

poor all that was in his power, he deprived himi'M of his 

own 
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own little conveniencies and neceffaries for that purpofe in what- 
ever, it was poflible for him to retrench from his own ufc, 
This early-fervent confeeration of himfelf to God, and thefe 
little facrifices which may be compared to the widow's two 
mites in the gofpel, were indications of:the fincere ardour with 
which he began to feek God from the firft opening of his rea- 
fon to know and love him : and were doubtlefs a means to 
dra w ;down upon him from * the author of thefe graces other 
greater -.bleffings. His father was determined by the ftroncr 
inclinations -of -the child to learning and -piety, and the quick? 
nefs of his parts, to procure him a fchool education. He 
placed him firft under the care of the Cordeliers or Francifcan 
friars at Acqs, paying for his board and lodging the fmall pen- 
sion of 'fixty French livres, that is, not fix pounds Englifb, 
a year. ^Vincent had been four years at -the fchools -when Mr. 
Commet, a gentleman of that town, being much taken with his 
virtue ?nd prudence, chofe him fubpreceptor 'to his children, 
and enabled him to continue his ftudies without being any 
longer a burden to his parents. At twenty years of age, in 
1596, he was qualified -to go to the univerfity of Touloufe, 
where he fpent feven years in the ftudy of divinity, and com- 
menced bachelor in that faculty. In that city he was pro- 
moted to the holy orders of fubdeacon -and deacon in 
3508, and of priefthood in 1600, having 'received the torifure 
and Minor orders a few days before he left Acqs. He feemed 
already -endowed with all thofe virtues which make up the 
character of a worthy and zealous minifter of" the altar. Yet 
he knew .not the full extent of heroick entire ''felf- denial, by 
which a man becomes dead and crucified 'to rill inordinate felf- 
will : upon which perfect: felf- denial are engrafted the total 
Sacrifice of the heart to God, perfect humility, and that purity 
and ardour of divine charity, which conftitute 'the faint. Vin- 
cent was a good proficient in theology, and other fciences of 
the fchools, and had diligently applied him felf to the ftudy of the 
maxims of chriftian virtue in the gofpel, in the lives of the 
faints, and in the doctrine of the greatft maftcrs of a fpiritual life. 
But there remained a new fcience for him to learn, which was 
'to coft him much more than bare ftudy and labour. This con- 
fifts in perfe£l experimental and feeling fentiments of humility* 
patience, mecknefs and charity ; which fcience is only to be 
learned by the good ufe of fevcre interiour and extcriour tri- 
als. This is the myftery of the crofs, unknown to thofe 
whom the Holy Ghoft has not led into this important fecret 
of his condu£l in preparing fouls for the great works of l"* ; 
grace. The profperity of the wicked will appear at the hit 
day to have oltcn been the moft dreadful judgment, and a iiatc 
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in which they were goaded on in the purfuit of their evil 
courfes ; whilft, on the contrary, it will then be manifefted to 
all men that the afflictions of the faints have been the greatetf: 
cfFecls of divine mercy. Thus by a chain of temporal dif- 
afters did God Jay in the foul of Vincent the folid foundation 
of that high virtue to which by his grace he afterwards rai/ed 

him. 

The faint went to Marfeilles in 1605, to receive a legacy 
of five hundred crowns which had been Jeft him by a friend 
who died in that city. Intending to return to Touloufe he 
fet out in a felucca or large boat from Marfeilles to Nar- 
bonne : but was met in the way by three brigan tines of Afrif- 
can pirates. The infidels feeing the chriftians refufe to 
ftrike their flag, charged thern with great fury, and on the firft: 
onfet killed three of their men, and wounded every one of the 
reft; Vincent received a /hot of an arrow. The chriftians 
were foon obliged to furrender. The firft thing the Mahome- 
tans did was to cut the captain in pieces, becaufe he had not 
irruck at the firft fummons, and in the combat had killed one 
of their men, and four or five ftaves. The reft they put in 
chains 5 and continued feven or eight days longer on that coaff, 
committing feveral other piracies, but fparing the lives of thofe 
that made no refiftance. When they had got a fufficient booty 
they failed for Barbary. Upon landing they drew up an act of 
their feizure, in which they falfely declared that Vincent and 
his companions had been taken oh board of a Spanifli vefleJ, 
that the French conful might not challenge them. Then they 
ave to every flave a pair of loofe breeches, a linen jerkin and 
a bonnet. In this garb they were led five or fix times, through 
the city of Tunis to be (hewn ; after which they were brought 
back to their veftel, where the merchants came to fee them, as 
men do at the fale of a horfe or an ox. They examined who 
could eat well, felt their fides, looked at their teeth to fee who 
were of fcorbutick habits of body, confequcmly unlikely for 
very long life 5 they probed their wounds, and made them 
walk and run in all paces, lift up burdens, and wreftle, to judge 
of their ftrength. Vincent was bought by a fifherman who 
hnding that he could not bear the fea, loon fold him again to an 
old phyfician, a great chymift and extractor of eiTonccs y who 
had /pent fifty years in fearch of thcprciendcd plniofopher's ftonc\ 
He was humane, and loved Vincent exceedingly : but gave 
him Jong Jc6r.ur.es on his alchymy, and on the Mahometan 
hvv, to which he u fed his utrnoff. ciiForts to bring him over ; 
proniifing, on that condition, to leave him all his riches, and 
to communicate to him what he valued much mor-i than his 
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eftate, all the fecrets of his pretended fcience. Vincent feared 
the danger of his foul much more than all the hard/hips of his 
ilavery, amimoft earneftjy implored the divine affiftance again ft 
it, recommending himfelf particularly to the intercellion of the 
B. Virgin, to which he ever after attributed his victory over 
this temptation. He lived with this old man from September 
1605, to Auguft 1606, when by this phyfician's death he fell 
to the (hare of a nephew of his mafter, a true man-hater. By 
refignation 10 the divine will, and confidence in providence he 
enjoyed a fweet repofe in his own heart, under all accidents, 
hardfhips and dangers ; and by afliduous devout meditation on 
the i ufter ings of Chrift, learned to bear all his afflictions with 
comfort and joy uniting himfelf in fpirit with his Divine Re- 
deemer, and iiudying to copy in himfelf his lefibns of per- 
fecT: meekne/s, patience, filence and charity. This new mafter 
fold him in a fhort time to a renegado chriftian who came from 
Nice in Savoy. This man fent him to his Temat or farm fitu- 
ate on a hot defert mountain. This apoftate had three wives, 
of which one, who was a Turkifh woman, went often t.i the 
field, where Vincent was digging, and out of curiofity would 
afk him to fing the praifes of God. He ufed to fing to her, 
with tears in his eyes, the pfalm, Upon the rivers of Babylon, 
&c. the Salve Regina^ and fuch like prayers. She was fo 
much taken with our holy faith, and doubtlefs with the 
faintly deportment of the holy flave, that {he never ceafed 
repeating to her hufband, that he had bafely abandoned 
the only true religion, till like another Caiphas or afs 
of Balaam, without opening her own eyes to the faith, fhe 
made him enter into himfelf. Sincerely repenting of his apo- 
jftafy, he agrees with Vincent to make their cfcape together. 
They crofled the Mediterranean fea in a fmall light boat which 
the Jeaft fquall of wind would overfet ; and they landed fafc at 
Aigues-Mortcs, near Marfeilles, on the twenty-eighth of June, 
1607, and -thence proceeded to Avignon. The apoftate made 
his abjuration in the hands of the vice-legate, and the year 
following went with Vincent to Rome, and there entered 
himfelf a penitent in the atiftcrc convent of the Fate-ben- 
Fratclli, who ferved the hofpitals according to the rule of St, 
John of God. Vincent received great comfort at the fight of 
a 1 dace ■ inott venerable for its preeminence in the church, 
which has been watered with the blood of , fo many niartyJ*, 
and is honoured with the tombs of the two great apoftles SS. 
Peter and Paul and many other faints. Me was moved to tears 
at the remembrance of their zeal, fortitude, humility and cha- 
rity, and often devoutly vifitcd their monuments, praying 

J carncflly 
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carneflly that he might be fo happy as to walk in their fteps, 
and imitate their virtues. After a ftiort ftay at Rome, to fatisfy 
his devotion, he returned to Paris, and took up his quarters in 
the fuburb of St. German's. - There lodged in the fame houfe 
a gentleman, the judge of a village near Bourdeaux, who: hap- 
pened to be robbed of four hundred crowns. He charged Vin- 
cent with the theft, thinking it could be nobody eJfe : and in 
this perfuafion he fpoke againft him with the greateft virulence 
among all his friends, and wherever he went. Vincent calmly 
denied the fact, faying, <fi God knows the truth. " He bore, 
this flander fix years, without making any other defence, or 
ufing harm words or complaints, till the true thief being taken 
up at Bourdeaux on another account, to appeafe his own con- 
science, and clear the innocent, he fent for this judge, and 
confeiTed to him the crime. St. Vincent related this in a Spiri- 
tual conference with his priefts, but as of a third perfon ■> to 
/hew that patience, humble filence and refignatioh are general- 
ly the beft defence of our innocence, and always the happieft 
means of fanclifying our fouls under flanders and perfecution 5 
and we may be affured that providence will in its proper time 
juftify us, if expedient. 

At Paris Vincent became acquainted with the holy prieft 
Monfieur de Berulle, who was afterwards cardinal, and at that 
time was taken up in founding the Congregation of the French 
Oratory. A faint readily difcovers a foul in which the fpiritof 
God reigns, Berulle conceived a great efteem for St. Vincent 
from his firft converfation with him, and to engage him in the 
fcrvice of his neighbour, he prevailed with him firft to fcrve as 
curate the parifh of Clichi, a fmall village near Paris ; and foon 
after to quit tha,t employ to take upon him the charge of pre- 
ceptor to the children of Emmanuel de Gondy, count of Joig* 
ny, general of the gallies of France. His lady, Frances of Silly, 
a perfon of fingular piety, was fo taken with the fancTHty of 
Vincent, that fhe chofe him for her fpiritual director and con- 
feflbr. In the year 161 6, whilft the countefs of Joigny was at 
a country feat at FolJcville, in the diocefe of Amiens, Vincent 
was fent for to the village of Ganncs, two leagues from Folle- 
ville, to hear the confeflion of a countryman who lay dnnge- 
roufly ill. The zealous prieft, by carefully examining his pe- 
nitent, found it ncceflary to advife him to make a general con- 
feflion, with which the other joyfully complied. The penitent 

this means difcovered that all his former confeftions had 
been facrilegious for want of a due examination of his con- 
fidence ; and afterwards, bathed in tears, he declared aloud, in 

uanfports of joy before many perfons and the countefs of J<>- 

igny 
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igny herfelf, that he flaould have been eternally loft if he had 
not fpoke to Vincent. The pious lady was ftruck with dread 
and horrour to hear of fuch paft facrilcges, and to confider the 
imminent danger of being damned, in which that poor foul had 
been: and fhe trembled left fome others among her vaffals 
might not have the misfortune to be in the like cafe. Far from 
the criminal illufion of pride by which fome mafters and mif- 
trefles feem perfuaded that they owe no care, attention or pro- 
vifion to thofe whofe whole life is employed only to give them 
the fruit of their fweat and labours ; fhe was fenfible from the 
principles both of nature and religion, that mafters or lords lie 
under ftri£r. ties of juftice and charity towards ail committed to 
to their care : and that they are bound in the firft place, as far 
as it lies in their power, to fee them provided with the neccf- 
fary fpiritual helps for their falvation. But to wave the obliga- 
tion, what chriftian heart can pretend to the bowels of charity, 
and be infenfible at the dangers of fuch perfons? The virtuous 
countefs felt in her own bread the ftrongeft alarms for fo many 
poor fouls, which fhe called her own by many titles. She 
therefore intreated Vincent to preach in the church of Folie- 
ville, on the feaft of the Converfion of St. Paul, in 1617, and 
fully to inftrudt, the people in the great duty of repentance and 
confeifion of fins. He did fo : and fuch crowds flocked to him 
to make general confeflions that he was obliged to call in the 
Jefuits of Amiens to his afiiftance. The Congregation of the 
miflion dates its firft inftitution from this time, and in thankf- 
giving for it keeps the twenty fifth of January with great folem- 
nity. By the advice of Monfieur de Berulle, St. Vincent left 
the houfe of the countefs in 161 7, to employ his talents among 
the common people in the villages of Brefle, where he heard 
they ftood in great need of inftruclion. He prevailed upon five 
other zealous priefts to to bear him company, and with them 
formed a little community in the parifh of Chatillon in that 
province. He there converted by his fermons the count of 
Rougemont and many others, from their fcandalous unchriflian 
lives to a irate of eminent penance and fervour, and in a fhort 
time changed the Whole face of the country (i). The good 
countefs -his patronefs was infinitely pleafed with his fuccels, 
and gave him fixtecn thoufand livres to found a perpetual mif- 
fion among the common people in the place and manner he 
fhould think fit. But fhc could not be eafy herfelf whilft flic 
was deprived of his direction and advice, fhe therefore employed 
Monfieur de Bciulle, and her brother-in-law cardinal de Ret/, 

to prevail with him to come to her, and extorted from him a 

proniite 

1 1 ] Collet, T 1. H. t p. M, 71 • 
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r0in ife that he would never abandon the direction of her con* 
fcience fo long as (he lived, and that he would afiiflr her at her 
death. But being extremely defirous that others, efpecialijr 
thofe who were particularly entitled to her care and attention, 
Hiould want nothing that could contribute to their fan<5tifica- 
tion and falvation, fhe induced her hufband to concur with her 
in efrablifhing a company of able and zealous miflionaries who 
ftould be employed in aiTrfting their vaflals and farmers. This 
projeft they propofed to their brother, John Francis of Gondi, 
the flrft archbifhop of Paris, and he gave the college of Bons 
Enfans for the reception of the new community. All things 
being agreed on, St, Vincent took polTeffton of this houfe in 
April 1625. , The- count and countefs gave forty thoufand 
French livres to begin the foundation. 

St. Vincent attended the countefs till her pious death which 
happened on the twenty third of June the fame year : after 
which he joined his Congregation. He drew up for it certain: 
'.rules or conftitutions which were approved by pope Urban VIIL 
in 1632. King Lewis XIII. confirmed, the eftablifhment by 
letters patent which he granted in May the fame year: and^ In* 
1633, the regular canons of St. Victor, gave to this newinfti* 
tute the priory of St.. Lazarus, which being a fpacious building 
was made the chief houfe of the congregation, and from it the 
Fathers of the Mitfion were often called Lazarites, or. Lazarians* 
They are not religious men, but a Congregation of. fecular 
priefts, who after, two years probation, make four firnple vows 
of poverty, chaftity, obedience ,and liability. They devote: 
tbemfelves to labour in the flrft place in fan&ifying their 1 own- 
fouls by the particular holy exercifes prefer i bed in their infti- 
ute; fecondly, in the con verfion of finners to God j and third - 
h in training up clergymen for the mini/try of the: altar and: 
the care of fouls* To attain the firft end, their rule prefcribe* 
tan an hour's meditation every morning, felfrcxamination 
hrice every day, fpir it uaj< conferences every week, a yearly re- 
feat of eight days, and filence except'in the hours allowed ■: for ' 
onvcrfation. To comply withithe fecond obligation, they arc 
^ployed eight months: every year in .mi/lions among the; coun~< 
7 people,, itaying three or iQur weeks in each place which 'they . 
ky every day giving catochifmj making, familiar fcrm&n$+ 
wring . con feffions, reconciling differences, and performing ull 
ther works, .of . charity.. To correfpond with the third end 
toh St* Vincent propofed. tohimfdf, fome of this Congroga- 
on undertake the direction of. femtnarics, and admit ecclefi- 
«»eks or others to make retreats- of eight or ten days with 

to whom they prefcribc fuitabJc excrches; and lor thefc 

purpofes 
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purpofes excellent rules are laid down by the' founder. P 0 p e 
Alexander*-VII. in 1662, enjoined by a brief, that all perfon3 
who receive holy orders in Rome, or in the fix fuffragan bi- 
Ihopricks, ihall firft make a retreat of ten days under the di- 
rection of the fathers of this Congregation, under pain of fu- 
fpenfion. St. Vincent fettled his inftftute alfo in the feminary 
of St. Charles in Paris, and lived to fee twenty five houfes of it 
founded in France, Piemont, Poland and other places. 

This foundation, though fo extenfive and beneficial, could 
not fatisfy the zeal of this apoitoliclc man. He by every other 
means ftudied to procure the relief of others under aPl necefii- 
ties, whether fpiritual or corporal. For this purpofe he efta- 
blifhed many other confraternities, as that called Of Charity, 
to attend all poor fick perfons in each parifh ; which inftitute 
he began in Brefle, and propagated in other places where he 
made any millions : one called Of the Dames of the Crofs, for 
the education of young girls : another of Dames to ferve the 
fick in great hofpitals, as in that of Hotel Dieu in Paris. He 
procured arid directed the foundation of feveral great hofpitals, 
as in Paris, that of foundlings, or thofe children who, for 
want of fuch a provifion, are expofed to the utmoft diftrefs, or 
to the barbarity of unnatural parents : alfo that of Poor old 
men : at Marfeilles the ftately hofpi al for the galley-flaves, 
•who when fick are there abundantly furnifhed with every help 
both corporal and fpiritual. All thefe eftablilhments he fettled 
under excellent regulations, and fupplied with large funis of 
money to defray all necefTary expences. He inftituted a parti- 
cular plan of fpiritual exercifes for thofe that are about to re- 
ceive holy orders ; and others for thofe who defire to make ge- 
neral confellions, or to deliberate upon the choice of a ftateof 
life. He alfo appointed regular ecclefiaftical conferences on the 
duties of the clerical ftate, Eff*. It mud appear almoft incre- 
dible that fo many and fo great things could have been effc&cd 
by one man, and a man who had no advantages from birth, 
fortune, or any mining qualities which the world admires and 
efteems, But our furprifc would be much greater if wc could 
enter into a detail of his wonderful actions, and the infinite 
advantages which he procured others. During the wars in 
Lorrain, being informed of the miferies to which thofe pro- 
vinces were reduced, he collected charities among pious perfons 
at Paris which were fent thither, to the amount of fifteen or 
fixiccn hundred thoufand livres, fays A belly ; nay, as Collet 
proves from authentick vouchers, of two millions, that is, ac- 
cording to the value of money at that time, conhderably above 
one hundred thoufand pounds flerliiig : And he did the Iikc 
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on other occafions. He aflifted king Lewis XIII. at his death > 
and by his holy advice and exhortations that monarch expired 
in perfect fentiments of piety and refignation. Our faint was 
in the higheft favour with the queen regent Anne of Auftria* 
who nominated him a member of the young king's Council of 
Conference, and confulted him in all ecclefiaftical affairs and 
in the collation of benefices : which office he difcharged ten 
years. 

Amid ft fo many and fo great employs his foul feemed always 
united to God - in the moft diffracting affairs it kept as it were 
an eye always open to him, in order to converfe continually 
with him. This conftant attention to him he often renewed, 
and always when the clock ftruck by making the iign of the 
crofs (at leafl fecretly with his thumb upon his breaftj with an 
act of divine love. Under all croffes, difappomtments and 
flanders he always preferved a perfect fercnity and evennefs off 
mind, which it did not feem in the power of the whole world 
to diflurb. For he confidered all events only with a view to 
the divine will, and with an entire refignation to it, having; 
no other defire but that God mould be glorified in all things. 
Whether this war to be done by his own difgrace and fuffer- 
ings, or by whatever other means it pleafed the divine majefty* 
he equally rejoiced. Not that he fell into the pretended apathy 
or infenfibility of the proud Stoicks, or into the impious indif- 
ference of the falfe Myfticks, afterwards called Quietifts, thau 
which nothing is more contrary to true piety, which is always 
tender, affectionate, and moft fenfible to all the interefts of cha- 
rity and religion. This was the character of our faint who re- 
garded the afflictions of all others as his own, fighed continu- 
ally with St. Paul after that itate of glory in which he fhould 
be united infeparably to his God, and poured forth his foul be- 
fore him with tears over his own and others fpi ritual miferie 
Having his hope fixed as a firm anchor in God, by an humble 
reliance on the divine mercy and goodnefs, he fecmed railed 
above the reach of the malice of creatures or the frowns of the 
woild; and he enjoyed a tranquillity within his breafi which 
no ftorms were able to ruffle or difturb. So perfect: was the 
madcry which he had gained over his pa/lions that his nieck- 
Hcfs and patience feemed unalterable, whatever provocations 
he met with. He was never moved by affronts, unlcfs to rejoice 
fecretly under them, becaufe he was fure to find in them a 
hidden treafure of grace, and an opportunity of vanquifhing 
himfclf, This is the fruit of the victory which perfect virtue 
trains over felf-love. Ami it is a more perfect fherifiee to God, 
* finer teft of finccre virtue, a more licroiclc victory, and m 
\ r oil ill, O iwtnc 
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more glorious triumph of the foul to bear a flander, an inju- 
rious lufpicion, or an unjuft infult in filence and patience than 
the moft {tuning exteriour a<ft of virtue : a language often re- 
peated, but little underflood or practifed among Chriftians. 
Perfect felf-denial, the moft profound humility, and an emi- 
nent fpirit of prayer were the means by which St. Vincent at- 
tained to this degree of perfection : and he moft earneftly re- 
commended the fame to his difciples. Humility he would have 
them to make the bafis of his Congregation, and it was the !<•[- 
fon which he never ceafed to repeat to them, that they ought 
to ftudy fmcerely to conceal even their natural talents. When 
two perfons of extraordinary learning and abilities once preferr- 
ed themfelves, defiring to be admitted into his Congregation, 
he gave them both a repulfe, telling them: 56 Your abilities 
" raife you above our lo\v ftate. Your talents may be of good 
£c fervice in fome other place. As for us, our higheft ambi- 
* c tion is to inftrucl: the ignorant, to bring finners to a fpirit of 
penance, and to plant the gofpel-fpirit of charity, humility, 
meeknefs and fimplicity in the hearts of all Chriftians." He- 
laid it down alfo as a rule of humility, that if poftible a man 
ought never to fpeak of himfelf or his own concerns, fuch dif- 
eourfe ufually proceeding from, and nourifhing in the heart, 
pride and felf-love. This indeed is a rule prefcribed by Con- 
fucius, Ariftotle, Cato, Pliny and other philofophers, becaufc, 
fay they, for any one to boaft of himfelf is always the moft in- 
tolerable and barefaced pride, and modefty in fuch difcourfe 
will be fufpe&ed of fecret vanity. Egotifm, or the itch of 
fpeaking always of a man's felf, fhews he is intoxicated with 
the poifon of felf-love, refers every thing to himfelf, and is his j 
own centre, than which fcarce any thing can be more odious j 
and oflFenfivc to others. But Chriftian humility carries this j 
maxim higher, teaching us to love a hidden life, and to lie j 
concealed and buried, as being in ourfelves nothingnefs and i 
iin. ' 

St. Vincent exerted his zeal again ft the novelties concerning : 
the article of divine grace which f prang up in his time. Mi- . 
chad Baius, dodlor and profeffor of divinity at Louvain, ad- j 
vanced a new do&rinc concerning the grace conferred on man j 
in the two ftates before and after Adam's fall, and fome other , 
fpeculative points: and pope Pius V. in 1567, condemned k- 
venty fix proportions under his name. Some or thefe l>aiuj 
con felled he had taught, and thefe he folemnly revoked and iin- 
•eetely condemned with all the reft, in 1580, in prdrnce 
oi K. Francis 'I'oletns, afterwards cardinal, whom Grego- 
ry Xlll. had lent lor that very purpofe to Louvain. Corndius 
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Janfcnius? and John Verger, commonly called Abbe de St. Cy- 
ran, contracted a dofe friendfhip together during their fhidies 
firft at Louvain, afterwards at Paris, and concerted a plan of" a 
new fyftem of doctrine concerning divine grace, founded, in 
part, upon fome of the condemned errours of Baiu's. Tin's 
fyftem Janfenius, by his friend's advice, endeavoured Co cfla- 
bliih in a book 3 which from St. Aufcin, the great doiSfcor of 
grace, he entitled Auguftimis. After having been bifhop of 
ipres from 1635 to 1638, he died of the pefnlencc, having 
never publifhed his book, in the clofe of which he iuferteJ a 
declaration that he fubmitted his work to the judgment of the 

Fromond, another Lotr/anhm divine, an abler 
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(5) This book of Janfenius was 
condemned by Urban VI J I. in 

1641, and in 1653 Innocent X. 
ttniured five pro po fir ions to 
which the errours contained in 
in this book were principally 
reduced. Alexander VII. in 1 6 , 6, 
confirmed thefe decrees-, and in 
; i66j, approved the formulary 
propofed by the French clergy 
for the manner of receiving and 
fubferibing them. Pafchafius 
Ouenel, a French Oratorian, 
publifhed in 1671,- his book of 

Miral Rejled~iio?is on the Go/pels, 

which he afterwards augmented, 
and added like reflections on the 
reft of the New Telia me nt, which 
work he printed complete in 
if'93, and 1694. Jh it lie craf- 
tily inftnaatcd the errours of Jan- 
fenius, and a contempt of the 
cenfurcs of the church. Cle- 
ment XI. condemned this book 
in 1-0.-J: and in 1713, by the 
Cotillitution Unigniitui, ecu lured 

fnc hundred and one proporti- 
ons uxti acted out of it. Thefe 
decrees were all received and 
promulgated by the clergy of 
Fiance, and regilbicd in the: 
Parliaments of tliat kingdom, 
•it t'ley might receive the force 
;i law of the (late. Ami they 
''-.'adopted by the whole catho- 



lick church, as cardinal Bifly, 
Languer, and other French pre- 
lates have clearly demon lira ted 0 
The Janfenian he re fy is down- 
right Predeftinatianifm, than 
vvnich no doctrine cm be imagined 

more monftrous and abfurd. The: 
principal errours coached m 

the doctrine of jfanicniAs arc.* 
that God fometimes refute^ 

even to the jufl, fufheient grace 
to comply with his precepts • 
that the grace which (aod aiFords 
man tince die fall of Adam, is 
fucb, that if concupifcence be 
ilronger, it cannot produce its 
cft'ecl ; but if the grace be more 
powerful than the opnofite con - 
cupifcence in the foul, or rela- 
tively to it vicloriou:, by a ;/*»:*■ 
fit nt bur inline nee, thi'K then u 
cannot be refilled, rejY» ! jd «>■ 
hindered : 
death paid indeed a pi ice \tilh 
cient for the redemption of a'u 
men, and offered it to purchii- 
ionic weak in hi (iicient <>rare i for 
n probata fouls but not to pro- 
cure ilicin mean: truly applica- 
hie, and fu'i'n/ient for their fal • 
ration : which i; ically (o um - 
iine the death of C.'lvhl i-j ih?" 
cict\. and to dem iv: she jl •:> > 



and that (Juri'.l by h ; :; 



ir. 
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fcholar, and a more polite writer, polifhed the ftyle of this 
book, and put it in the prefs (i). Verger became director of 
the nuns of Port -Royal, had read fome ancient writers and 
books of devotion, and wrote with eafe (2). But his very 
works on fubje61s of piety, however neatly writ, betray the 
author's cxceilive prefumption, and forbidding felf-fufficiericy, 
He became the moft ftrenuous advocate for Janfenifm, and was 
detained ten years prifoner in the cattle of Vincennes. He 
died foon after he had recovered his liberty, 1111643. This 
man had by his reputation gained the efteem of St. Vincent: 
but the faint hearing him one day advance his errours, and 
add that the church had failed for five or fix hundred years pail, 
he: was ft ruck with horrour, and from that moment renounced 
I'W fi iendfhip of fo dangerous a perfon. When thefe errours 
were afterwards more publickly fpread abroad, he ftrenuoufly 
exerted himfelf againfr, them. On which account Gerberon, 
the Janfeniftical hiftorian, makes him the but of his rancour and 
fpleen. But general and vague invectives of the enemies to truth 
aie the commendation of his piety and zeal (3). Our faint's 

efforts 

(1) Sec F. Honore Addit. fur les Obferv. p. 241, &fc. Languct 
cp. Parlor, csfY. (2) Honore, ibid. p. 245, 253, 6rV. (3) Sec 
Collet's life of St. Vincent, 1. 3. T. 1. p. 260, and Abelly, 1. 2. 
ch. 12. 



or hinge of this fyftcm is, that 
the grace which inclines man's 
will to fupernatural virtue, fince 
the fall of Adam, coniiits in a 
moral pleafurablc motion or a 
delegation infufed into the foul 
inclining her to virtue, as con- 
cupifcence carries her to vice: 
N and that the power of delega- 
tion, whether of virtue or vice, 
which is llrongcr, drawn the will 
by an inevitable neccHity, as it 
were by its own weight. The 
equivocations, by which (bine ad- 
vocates for thefe erroneous prin- 
ciple:, have endeavoured to ilif- 
guife or fo fieri their harfhnefs, 
only difeover ih .ir fear of the 
li'dit. A certain modern i>h ilo- 

• J J 

fopher is more daring who, in 
fpiL'Jit not only of revelation, 

which he difclaims, buL alio of 



rcafon and experience, openly 
denies all free-will or election in 
human aclions, pretending to 
apply this fyflem of a two-fold 
delectation to every natural 'one 
ration of the will. See Hume's 
Effay on Free -Will. — Thofe who 
obllinately oppofe the decrees of 
the church in thefe difputes, 
without adopting any heretical 
principle condemned as fuch by 
the church, hut found their iin- 
j nil exceptions in fome points ol 
difcipline, or any other weak pre- 
tences, cannot be charged with 
hcrefy : neverthelefs, only in- 
vincible ignorance can exempt 
them from the guilt of d \ fobe 
dience, though they lhouhl not 
proceed to a khilmatical fepaia- 
tioa in communion. 
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efforts to deftroy that herefy, fays Abelly, never made him ap- 
| prove a loofe morality, which on all occaftons he no lefs a- 
voided and abhorred than theerrours of the Janfenifts. Ife was 
particularly careful in infilling on all the conditions of true re- 
pentance to render it fincere and perfecl : for want of which he 
ufed to fay with Sc. Ambrofe, that fome pretended penitents 
are rendered more criminal by their facrilcgious hypocrify in 
the abufe of fo great a facramcnt, than they were by all their 
former fins. 

In the year 1658, St. Vincent aflembled the members of his 
Congregation at St. Lazarus, and gave to every one a fmali 
book of rules which he had compiled. At the fame time he 
made a moft pathetick exhortation to enforce the moit cxaft 
and religious obfervance of them. This Congteiration was a- 
gain approved and confirmed by Alexander VfJ. and Cle- 
ment X. St. Vincent was chofen by St. Francis of Sales direc- 
tor of his nuns of the Villtation that were cftablifhed at Paris, 
The robuft conftitution of the zealous fervant of God was im- 
paired by his uninterrupted fatigues and aufterities. In the 
eightieth year of his age he was feized with a periodical fever, 
with violent night fweats. After palling the night aim oft with- 
out fleep, and in an agony of pain, he never failed to rife at 
four in the morning, to fpend three hours in prayer, to fay 
mafs every day (except on the three fir ft days of his annual re- 
treat, according to the cuftom he had eftablifhed) and to exert, 
as ufual, his indefatigable zeal in the cxercifes of charity and 
religion. He even redoubled his diligence in giving his laifc 
inftru&ions to his fpiritual children ; and recited every day af- 
ter mafs the prayers of the church for perfons in their agony, 
with tiic recommendation of the foul, and other preparatory 
a&s for his laft hour. Alexander VII. in confuleration of the? 
extreme wcaknefs to which his health was reduced, font him 
a brief to difpenfe him from reciting his breviary - 3 but before it 
arrived, the fervant of God had finifhed the courfe of his la- 
bours. Having received the lalt facramcnts, and given his Lift: 
advice, he calmly expired in his chair, on the twentv feventh 
trf September, 1660, being four fco re and five years old. Me 
was buried in the church of St. Lazarus in Paris, with' an ex- 
traordinary concourfe and pomp. An account of fewi al pre- 
dictions or this fervant of God, and of fome miiaculnu* t un:; 
performed by him whilft al ive, may be read in his life wiitlcn 
»>y Collet (4), with a great number of miracles wrought 

trough hi'; intcrceilion after his death at Paris, Aii&Lr., Sens, 
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in Italy, &c. Mr. Bonnet, fupcriour of the feminary at Char 
tres, afterward general of the congregation, by imploring thi 
faint's interceflion, was healed inftantaneoufly of an inveterate 
entire rupture called by the phyficians Entero-epiplocelle (c\ 
which had been declared by the ableff. furgeons abfolutely incu- 
rable : this miracle was approved by cardinal Noailles. Sc. 
veral like cures of fevers, hemorrhages, palfies, dyfentcries and 
other diftempers were juridically proved. A girl eight years 
old, both dumb and lame, was cured by a fecond Novena oc 
nine clays devotion performed for her by her mother in honour 
of St. Vincent. His body was vifited by cardinal Noailles in 
prefence of many witnefles, in 1712, and found entire and 
frefh, and the linen cloths in the fame condition as if they were 
new. The tomb was then fhut up again. This ceremony is 
TiAtally performed before the beatification of a fervant of God> 
though the incorruption of the body by itfelf is not regarded as 
a miraculous proof at Rome, or elfewhere, as Collet re- 
marks (5). After the ordinary rigorous examinations of the 
conduct, heroick virtues and miracles of this faint at Rome, 
pope Benedict XIIL performed with great folemnity the cere- 
mony of his beatification in 1729. Upon the publication of 
the brief thereof the archbifhop of Paris caufed the grave to be 
again opened. The lady marechale of Noailles, the marfhai 
lier fon, and many other perfons, were prefent : but the flefh 
on the legs and head appeared corrupted, which alteration from 
the flate in which it was found twenty (even years before, was 
attributed to a flood of water which twelve years before this 
had overflowed that vault. Miracles continued frequently to 
be wrought by the relicks and invocation of St. Vincent. A 
BunedieLine nun at Montmirel, nfrlicled with a violent fever, 
retention of urine, ulcers, and other diforders, her body being 
/"welled to an enormous fize, and having been a long time 
paralyi'ick, was perfectly cured all at once by a relick of St. 
Vine nt, applied to her by Monfcigneur Jofeph Languct, 
th 11 bifhnp of Soifluns. Francis Richer, in Paris, was healed 
jn a no kfs miraculous manner. Mife Louifa Elizabeth Sack- 
ville, an Fmglifh young lady at Paris, was cured of a pal fy by 
perlorming a novena at ihe tomb of St. Vincent: winch mi- 
racle was ntuficc! iji the /Irongelr. manner, among others, by 
Mrs. Hayes, a Protcflant gentlewoman with whom (he lodged. 

iVJiik Sackville became af ter wauls a nun in the French abbuy 

calk' J 

( ;) T. z. p. 546, 

U) Tin?, tomiii.j in nivJapfi: l.oili of the gut and the OJiiciitin.i 
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' called of the Holy Sacrament in Paris, lived ten years without 
any return of her former diforder, and died in 1742. St. Vin- 
cent was canonized in 1737, by pope Clement XII. This 
faint could not difplay his zeal more to the advantage of his 

' neighbour than by awaking chriftians from the fpiritual lethar- 
gy in which fo many live. He fet before their eyes the griev- 
ous diforder of Jukewarmnefs in the divine fer vice, and explained 
to them, like another Baptift, the necefHty and obligations of 
fin cere repentance. For thofe certainly can never be entitled 
to the divine favour who live in an ambiguous, divided and 
diffracted ftate of finning and repenting; of being Heathens and 
Chriftians by turns. 



On the fame DAY 



St. Ar.senius, Anchoret. He was a Roman by birth, and 
was related to fenators. He had been trained up in learning 
and piety, was fincerely virtuous, and well ikilled, not only 
in the holy fcriptures, but alfo in the profane iciences, and in 
the Latin and Greek languages and literature. He was in dea- 
con's orders, and led a retired life at home with his filler in 
Rome, when the emperour Theodofius the Great wanted a 
perfon to whom he mi^ht entrulf, the care of his children, and 
defircd the emperour Gratian to apply for that purpofe to the 
bifhop of Rome, who recommended Arfenius. Gratian lent him 
to Conlrantinople, where he was kindly received by Theodofius, 
who advanced him to the rank of a fenator, with orders that he 
fhould be refpected as the father of his children whofe tutor ai?d 
preceptor he appointed him. No one in the court at that time wore 
richer apparel, had more fumptuous furniture, or was attended by 
.1 more numerous train of fervants than Arfenius. Theodofius com- 
inp one day to fee his children at their itudies, found them fitting, 
whilir. Arfenius talked to them ftanding. Being difpleafjd thereat, 
lie took from them for fome time the marks of their dignity, and 
viuifed Arfenius to fit, and them tolilten to him Handing. Arfenius 
h.id always a great inclination to a retired life, which the care of 
his employment, and the incumbrances of a great fortune made him 
tldire the more ardently : for titles and honours were burdenfome 
to iim. At length, about the year 390, an opportunity ofFoiud it- 
kl/. A rend ius. having committed a confulcrable fault, Arfenius 
whipped him for it. The young prince re/enting the challifcment 
l\vcw the more obllinate for it. Arfenius laid hold of this oceaiioa 
10 execute the project he had long before formed, of forfaiting the 
World. The lives of the Fathers, both in Rofweide and Cotclier, 
Make no mention of this rcfentmcnt of A read ius, which circum- 
duct- i« only related by Metaphrases ; on which account it is omit- 
toi by Tillemont and others. Ft is moll certain that retirement hacj 
iiiWMys been the object of the faint's moil earnell willies and defiles. 

I't't before he left the court, he had rccourfc to prayer to know the 
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St. ARSENIUS, A. July t 9 . 

will of God, and heard a voice, faying, " Arfenius, flee the conr 
* c pany of men, and thou fhalt be faved." He obeyed the call of 
lieaven without delay, and going on board a veffel, failed ro Alex- 
andria, and thence proceeded to the defcrt of Scete, where he em- 
"braced an anachoretical life. There he renewed his prayers to God, 
"begging to be inftructed in the way of falvation, having no othei 
<lefire than to make it his only ftudy to pleafe God in all things. 
Whillt he prayed thus he again heard a voice which faid : <c Aifc- 
* 4 nius, flee, hold thy peace, and be quiet ; thefe are the principles 
*' of falvation," (?) that is, the main things to be obferved in order 
to be faved. Purfuant to the repeated advice or injunction of ike- 
ing and avoiding human converfation, he made choice of a very rc- 
•mote cell, and admitted very few vifits even from his own brethren. 
When he went to the church, upwards of thirty miles diftance from 
his habitation, he would place himfelf behind one of the pillars, 
the better to prevent his feeing, or being fecn by, any one. Tlie- 
odoiius, in great amiclion for the lofs of him, caufed fcarch to 
be made for him both by fea and land: but being foon after culled 
into the well to revenge the death of Valentinian if. and to c.xun- 
guifh the rebellion of Arbogaftus his murderer, and Eugenius, died 
of a dropfy at Milan, in 395. Arcadius being left emperour of the 
earl, advanced Rutin who was the prsefedtus-praetorio, and had been 
liis flattering governour, to the rank of prime minifter, committing 
to him the direction not only of his armies, but alfo of the whole 
empire. He at the fame time earneftly dcfired to call back to couit 
Siis holy matter Arfenius, that he might be aflifted by his wife and 
faithful counfels. Being informed that he was in the defert of Scete, 
he wrote to him, recommending himfelf to his prayers, begging Ins 
forgivenefs, and offering him the difpofal of all the tribute of Egypt, , 
that he might make a provifion fur the monalleries and the poor at j 
3iis difcrction. But the faint had no other ambition on earth than 
to be allowed the liberty of enjoying his folitude, that he nn^lit 
employ his time in bewailing his fins, and in preparing his foul lor j 
eternity. He therefore anfwered the cxnperour's meffage only by 
word of mouth, fiying : " God grant us ail the pardon of our l'ltu: 
as to the dillribution of the money, 1 am not capable of luch a 
44 charge, being already dead to the world.'" 

After his retreat he only diltinguifhed himfelf among the antho 
.rets by his greater humility nnd fervour. At fir ft he ufed, without 
perceiving it, to do certain things which he had praclifed in liw 
world, which feemed to favour of levity or immortilication, for 
mllance, to fit crofs-legged, or laying one knee over another. The 
feniors were unwilling, through the great refpeet they bore him. to 
tell him of this in a public!: aifembly in which they were met to hold 
a. Iphitual conference together. But abbot P emu 11 or Tailor mailt! 
life of this llratag«:m. lie agreed with another that he ihouhl ywt 
himfelf in that pollurc ; and then he rebuked him for his in<»uo- 
delly : nor did the other oiler any excufe. Arfenius peiceivul tl> ;it 

tkf 
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the reproof was meant for him* and corrected himfelf of that cuftom,- 
Jn other refpecls he appeared from the beginning an accompliihed 
mafler in every exercife of virtue in that venerable company of faints. 
To punifh himfelf for his feeming vanity at court, becaufe he had 
there gone more richly habited than others, his garments were al- 
ways the meaneil of all the monks in Scete. He employed himfelf 
on workingdays till noon in making mats of palm-tree leaves ; and 
lie always worked with a handkerchief in his bofom, to wipe off the 
tears which continually fell from his eyes. He never changed the 
water in which he moillcncd his palm -tree-leaves, but only poured 
in frefh water upon it as it wafted. When fome afked him one day 
why he did not caff away the corrupted water? he anfwered : «' I 
«« ought to be punifhed by this ill fmcll, for the fenfuality with 
« which I formerly ufed perfumes, when I lived in the world.** 
To fatisfy for former fupcrfluities he lived in the moll univerfal po- 
vcity, fo that in a violent fit of illnefs having occafion for a fmall 
ftm to procure him fomc little ncccfTaries, he was obliged to receive 
it in alms, whereupon he gave God trunks for being made worthy 
to be thus reduced to the neceffity of a/king alms in his name. This 
diilemper continued fo long upon him that the pricft of this defert 
of Scete caufed him to be carried to his apartment contiguous to the 
church, and laid him on a little bed made of the fkins of bealfs, 
with a pillow under his head. One of the monks coming to fee 
him was much fcandalizcd at his lying fo eafy, and faid : "Is this 
" the abbot Arfenius ? " The priefl took him afide, and afked him. 
what his employment had been in the village before he was a 
monk ? The old man anfwered : " I was a fhepherd, and lived 
" with much pains and difficulty." Then the prieil faid : ft Do 
%< you fee this abbot Arfenius ? when he was in the 'world he was 
" the father of the emperours : he had a thoufand Haves clothed in, 
" fill:, with bracelets and girdles of gold, and he flept on the foft- 
" eft and richer! beds. You who was a fhepherd, did not find in 
" the world the eafe which you now enjoy." The old man moved 
hy thefc words fell down, and faid ; t( Pardon me, father, I have 
" fumed j he is in the true way of humiliation. " And lie went a- 
way exceedingly edified. Arlenius in his iickncfs wanting a fhirt, 
accepted fomething given him in charity to buy one, faying: " I 
" return thanks to thee, O Lord, for thy grace and mercy, in per- 
fct mitting me to receive alms in thy name. 1 ' One of the cmperour's 
officers, at another time, brought him the will of a fenator hip rela- 
tion, who was lately dead, and had left him his heir. 'I he faint 
took the will, and would have torn it to pieces, but the officer threw 
himfelf at his feet, .and belied him not ro tear it, laying, fuch an 
accident would cxpole him to be tried for his life. Sc. Aiicnius, 
however, rvfufed the eftate, faying, LL i died before him, and can* 
M not be made his heir. 1 ' 

Though no one knew the faint's farts, they mull have been cx~ 
ceflive, as the meafure of com, called Thallin (u), fent him for the 

year 

(") A fmall F.gyptian meafure of vegetables made of palm tree 
leave;;, m«; the word implies. See Cordier. Mun. (Jr. T. 4. not p. 
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year was exceeding fmall : this however he managed fo well as not 
only to make it fufrice for hi.ufelf, but alfo to impart fome of it to 
his difciiles when they came to vifit him. When new fruit was 
brought him he juft tafted it, and gave thanks to God ; but he took 
fo little as to fhew he did it only to avoid the vanity of fin. 
gularity Great abftinenr.e makes little fleep to fufHce nature. 
Accordingly St. Atfenius often pa fled the whole night in watching 
and prayer, as we learn from his difciple Daniel. At other times, 
having watched a confiderable part of the night, when nature could 
hold out no longer, he would allow himfelf a fhort repofe, which 
ho took fitting, after which he rcfumed his wonted exercifes On 
Saturday evenings, as the fame difciple relates, it was his curlom to 
go to pi2ycr. c at fun fet, and continue in that exercile with his hands 
lilted up to heaven, till the fun beat on his face the next morning. 
His affection for the holy exercile of prayer, and his dread of the 
danger of vainglory gave him the Itrongeft love of retirement. He 
hau two difciples who lived near him, and did all his necelfary bu- 
ftnefs abroad. He feldom would fee Ir. rangers who came to vifit 
him, faying, he would only uie his eyes to behold the heavens. 
Theophilus, - '.le patriarch of Alexandria, came one day in company 
tvkh a certain great off.cer and others to vifit him, and begged he 
Vvi.uld entertain them on fome f/:ritual fuhjeCt for the good ol their 
fouls. The faint afkeu them whether they wtve difpofed to comply 
with his directions : and being anfwered in the affirmative, he re- 
plied : " i intreat you then that wherever yon are informed of Ar- 
ienim/s abode you would leave him to himfelf, and fpare yourlelves 
the trouble of coming after him. On another occafion, when the 
fame patriarch fent to kn-w if he would open his door to him, if he 
came, St. Arlemus returned .or anfwer, that if he came alone he 
would ; but tuai if he brought others with him he would feek out 
fome other place, and would llay there no longer. Melania a 
noble Roman lady, travelled as far as Egypt only to fee Arfcnius, 
and by means of Theophilus contrived to meet him as he was coin- 
ing out of his cell. She threw herfelf at his feet. The faint faid 
to her; " A woman ought not to leave her houfe. You have 
*' cr oflcd thefe great feas that you may be able to fay at Rome that 
*' you have feen Arfenius, and raifc in others a curiofity to come 
*' and fee me." Not daring to lift up her eyes, as fhe lay on the 
n round, Ihc begged he would al.vays remember her and pray h>r 
her. l ie anfwered ; ** I pray that the remembrance of you be blot 
ted out of my mind. 0 Melania returned to Alexandria in gic;ii 
grief at this anfwer. Uut Theophilus comforted her, faying: tk lie 
** only prayed that he might forget your perfon, on account of your 
^ fex; but as for your ioul, doubt not but he will pray for you" 
The faint never vilited his brethren, contenting himfelf with meet- 
ing them at fpiritunl conferences. The abbot Mark allied him one 
A;\y in the name of the hermits, why he fo much fhunncd their con- 
verfation ? The faint anhvered : * 4 CJod knovvetli how dearly I love 
** you all ; hut I find I cannot be both with Ciod and with men 
et the lame time ; nor can I think of leaving (iod to converle with 

** men." This difnoiiiion however did not hinder him from iuVii.y> 

* jhor. 
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Jhort leflbns of virtue to his brethren, and feveral of his apothegms are 
recorded among thofe of the ancient fathers. He faid often ; I have 
" always fomething to repent of after having converfed with men; 
a but have never been forry for having been iilent." He had fre- 
quently in his mouth thofe words which St. Euthymius and St. Bernard 
ufed al.'O to repeat to themfelves, to renew their fervour in the dis- 
charge of the obligations of their profeffion : Arfenius, why halt 

thou forfaken the world, and wherefore art thou come hither ? 
Being afked one day why he, being fo well verfed in the fciences, 
fought the inflruiStion and advice of a certain monk who was an utter 
iti auger to all human literature ? he replied; " I am not unacquainc- 
" ed with the learning of the Greeks and Romans ; but I have not yet 
" learned the alphabet of the fcience of the faints, whereof this fecm~ 
*' ingly ignorant perfon is mailer." Though the faint was excellently 
veifed in facred learning, and in the maxims and practice of pcife£t 
chriftian virtue, he never would difcourfe on any point of fenpture* 
and chofe rather to hear than to inftrucf. or fpeak, making it the flrft 
part of his lludy to dived his mind of all fecret opinion of himfelf^ 
or confidence in his own abilities or learning. And this he juHIy 
called the foundation of humility and all Chnitian virtue. Evagrius 
of Pontus, who had diftinguifhed himfelf at Conflantinople by his 
learning, and had retired to Jerufalem, and thence into the defercs 
of Mitvia in 385, exprefTed his furprife to our faint, that many very- 
learned men made no progrefs in virtue, whilfc many Egyptians, who 
knew not the very letters of the alphabet, arrived at a high degree of 
fublime contemplation. To whom Arfenius made this anfwer ; ■« We 
" make no progrefs in virtue, becaufe we dwell in that exteriourlearn- 
" ing which puffs up the mind ; but thefe illiterate Egyptians have a 
" true fenfe of their own weakness, blindnefs and i nl ufflcien cy ; by 
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which they are qualified to labour fuccufsfully in the purfuit of 
virtue." This faint ufed often to cry out to God with tears in the 
mo ft profound fentiment of humility: «• O Loul, for lake me not, I 
have done nothing that can be acceptable in thy fight; but ioi the 
fake of thy infinite mercy enable and aflilt me that I may now 
" begin to ferve thee faithfully." 

Nothing is fo remarkable or fo much fpoken of by the ancients 
concerning our faint, as the perpetual tears which flowed fiom his 
eyes almolt without into rmiflion. The fourcc from which they fprung 
was the ardour with which he fighed al ter the glorious light of eter- 
nity, and the fpirit of compunction with which he never ceafed to 
bewail the fins of his life pall, and the daily i • perfections into 
which he fell. But nothing was more amiable or fweet than thefe 
tears of devotion, as appeared in the venerable and majeP ick fere- 
niiy of his countenance. His example was a poof of \\ hat rhu faints 
allure us concerning the fweemels of the tear:, ol divine love. 
" When you hear tear:, named, 1 * lays St Lhryfollom (1), " do not 
" reprelent toyomfelves any thing gritvous or eirible. They rue 
M fweeter than any carnal delights which I lie vvojld en enjoy n 
St. Aullin fays to the fame purpolb [s): 44 .'I'he tears of devotion 
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** are Tweeter than the joys of theatres." St. John Climacus un. 
folds to us at large the incomparable advantages, and holy pleafure 
of pious tears, and among other things writes thus (3) : " I am 
*' aftonifhed w<hen I conhder the happinefs of holy compunction • 
" and I wonder how carnal men can think it affliction. It contains 
* c in it a pleafure and fpiritual joy as wax does honey. God in an 
<( inviftble manner vilits and comforts the heart that is broken with 
" this holy forrow." St. Arfenius being afked by a certain perfon 
what he mult do to deliver himfelf from a troublefome temptation 
of impure thoughts, the faint gave him this*anfwer : * c What did 
* € the Madiankes do ? They decked and adorned their daughters, 
* c and led them to the lfraelites, though they ufed no violence upon 
ff< them. Thofe among the fervants of God that treated them with 
feverity, and revenged their treachery and criminal deligns with 
their blood, put a itop to their lewdnefs. Behave in the fame 
manner with regard to your evil thoughts. Rcpulfe them vigo- 
rously, and punifli yourfelves for this attempt made in yourfelres 
" towards a revolt." 

This great faint lived in a continual remembrance and apprehen- 
sion of death ?nd the divine judgment. This made Theophilus, 
the bufy patriarch of Alexandria, cry out when he lay on his 
death-bed in 3 ■ 2 : <c Happy Arfenius ! who has had this moment 
** always before his eyes." His tears did not disfigure the faint's 
countenance, which from the inward peace and joy of his foul 
mixed wiui fwect compunction, and from his afiiduous converfa- 
tion with G'">d, appeared to have fomething angelical or heavenly; 
boing equally venerable for a certain mining beauty, and an inex- 
preifibie air of majefty and meeknefs, in a fair and vigorous old 
age. The grjat and experienced mailer in a contemplative life, St. 
John Climacus propofes St. Arfenius as an accomplished model, 
and calls him a man equal to the angels (4) faying that he fhunned 
fo rtgoroufiy the converfation of men, only that he might not Iofe 
fomething more precious, which was God who always rilled his 
foul. Our faint called it a capital and indifpenfablc duty of a monk 
never to intei meddle in any temporal concerns, and never to lificn 
to any news of the world. He was tall and comely, but Hooped a 
little in his old age ; had a graceful mein, his hair was all white, 
and his beard reached down to his girdle, but the tears which he 
filed continually, had worn away his eyelafhes.. He was forty 
year, old when he quitted the court, and he lived in the In me aii- 
flere manner from that time to the age of ninety-five : he fj-cnt 
for t y years in the defert of Scetc till an irruption of the Ma'/ici, a 
barb uou people of Libya obliged him to change his abode about 
the year 430 or 4 3 3. He retired weeping to the rock of '1 roe, 
over a^ainll Me.nphis, and ten years after to Canopus near 
Alexandria ; but not being able to bear the neighbourhood of 
that gieat city, he Raid here three years ; then returned to 1 roe, 
where lie died two years after. Knowing that his end was drawing 
:ar he laid to his difeiples : <l One only thing I beg of your ch.'i- 
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a rity that when I am dead I may be remembered in the holy 
*t facrifice. If in my life I have done any thing chat is accepted 
« by God, through his mercy, that I fliall now find again " They 
ivere much grieved tp hear him fpeak as if they were going foon 
to lofe him. Upon which he faid : " My hour is not yet come. 
<» I will acquaint you of it : but you fliall anfwer it at the tribunal 
t( 0 f (Jhrilt, if you fufter any thing belonging to me to be kept 
a as a relick.** They faid with tears (being folicitous for a fune- 
«< ral procefljon) what fhall we do alone, father ? for we know not 
<< how to bury the dead *' The faint an fwered : '* Tie a cord to 
tt m y feet, and drag my carcafe to the top of the mountain, and 
« there leave it." His brethren then feeing him weep in his agony, 
faid to him : <€ Father, why do you weep ? are you like others, a- 
« fraid to die?" The faint anfwered : " I am feized with great 

fear: nor has this dread ever forfaken me from the time I firft 
" came into thefe defens." The faints all ferve God in fear and 
trembling in the conllant remembrance of his judgment ; but this is 
always accompanied with a fweet confidence* in his infinite love and 
mercies. The Holy Ghoft indeed fo diverfifies his gifts and graces 
as to make thefe difpofitions more fenfible in fome than in others. 
iVotwithftanding this fear, St. Arfenius expired in great peace, full 
of faith, and of that humble confidence which perfect charity in- 
spires He was ninety-five years old, of which he had fpent fifty - 
nve in the defert. Abbot Pemen having feen him expire, faid 
with tears : " Happy Arfenius f who have wept for yourfelf fo 
*' much here on earth I Thofe who weep not here, fhall weep 
« eternally hereafter.' 1 This faint was looked upon by the 
molt eminent monks of fucceeding ages as a moil: illuftrions pattern 
of their flate. The great St. Euthymius endeavoured in all his ex- 
ereifes to form himfelf upon the model of his life, and to copy in 
himfelf his humility, his meeknefs and conftant cvenneis of 
mind, his abftinences, and watching, his compunclion and tearo, 
his love of retirement, his charity, difcretion, fervour, alliduous 
application to prayer, and that greatnefs of foul which appeared 
with fo much luflrc in all his aclions. — See his life prefer ved genuine 
by Metaphraftes ; alfo the Lives of the Fathers of the Defert in 
Rofweidc and D'Andilly, T. 2. p. 183, collated with a very fair 
ancient MS. probably of St. Edmund's-bury, more ample than that 
publifhed by Rofweide, in the hands of Mr. Martin, attorney at 
law in Palgravc. See Iikewife the Apothegms of the Father m 
Cotelier's M<mumenta Ecchfuv Gr^c*, Szc. 

St. Svmmachus, Pope, C. He was a native of Sardinia, and 
archdeacon of the Roman church under pope Analla/iu^, and fti ex- 
ceeded him in the holy fee in 498. Feitus, the patrician, had been 
wined by Anallafius, emperour of Conftnntinoplc, and a. protector 
ol the Kutychinns, to procure from pope A naff :i fins a confir- 
mation of the Henoticon of Zeno, an imperial edict in favour 
of thoie hereticks, as Theophanes relates. 'I hat pope dying, 
K'lhi:; by bribe?, gained feveral voices to raiie Laurence, archpneit 
*f Bi. Praxedes, to the pontificate. They were both ordained the 

''mcdav, Symnyachus in the bnfih'ck of Court amine, and Lau- 
rence 
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rence in that of our Lady. Theodorick, king of Italy, though ait 
Arian, ordered that election ihould take place which was firft, and 
made by the greater number. By this rule Symmachus was ac- 
knowledged lawful pope- He called a council at Rome of feventy. 
three bifhops, and fixty feven priefts, which, to prevent cabals and 
factions in the elections of popes, ordained that if any one promi- 
fed his vote to another, or deliberated in any aflembly upon that 
/object:, whilft the. pope is living, he ihould be depofed and excom- 
municated : and that after the pope's death that perfon Ihould be 
duly elected who had a majority of the voices of the clergy. 
Laurence fubfcribed thefe decrees the iirft among the priefts (i), and 
was afterwards made bilhop of Nocera. Soon after, fome of the 
clergy and fenators, by the contrivance of Feftus and Probinus, pri- 
vately recalled Laurence to Rome, and renewed the fchifm, which is 
by many hitforians reckoned the firlt that happened in that church, 
though Novatian had attempted to form one. The Schifmaticks ac- 
cufed Symmachus of many crimes, and king Theodorick commanded 
a fynod mould be held at Rome upon that occafion. The bilhops of 
Liguria, Emilia and Venetia took Ravenna in their way to Rome, 
and ftrongly reprefented to the king, that the pope himfelf ought 
to call the council, which right he enjoyed both by the primacy of 
his fee, derived from St. Peter, and by the authority of councils : 
alfo, that there never had been an inltance of his being fubje&ed 
to the judgment of his inferiours (2). The king fhewed them the 
pope's letters by which he agreed to, and fummoned the coun- 
cil. Indeed the pontifical fays, that Symmachus afTembled this 
council (3). The fynod met at Rome in September 501, and de- 
clared pope Symmachus acquitted of the accufations entered againft 
him, condemning to be punilhed as fchifmaticks any who mould 
celebrate mafs without his confent, but pardoning thofe who had 
raifed the fchifm, provided they gave fatisfaction to the pope (4). 
When this decree was carried into Gaul, all the bilhops were a- 
larmed at it, and they charged St. Avitns, bilhop of Vienne, to 
write about it in the name of them all. He addrefled his letter to 
Fauftus and Symmachus, two patricians who had both been con- 
fuls, complaining, that when the pope had been accufed before the 
prince, the bifhops, inftead of oppofing fuch an injuftice, had 
taken upon them to judge him: " For," fays he, *' it is not ea/y 
*« to apprehend how the fupcriour can be judged by his inferiours, 
<« cfpecially the head of the church." However, he commends 
the council for bearing teftimony to his innocence, and earncflly 
intreats the fen ate to maintain the honour of the church, and not to 
fufFer the flocks to rife up againit their pallors. The famous dea- 
con f'afchafius, a man eminent for his great almsdecds, and ether 
o-ood works, had the misfortune blindly to abet this fchifm to the 

latter end of his life : for which St. Gregory the Great relate*, 

tip on 

(1) Cone. T 4. p. 1286. 

(2) I'm nod. Apol. p. 342: cd. Sinnond. Item. I. 1. cp. 5* c * 
Calh^dor. i" Chron. et. Anall. in Pontine. 

(3) Cone; T. 3. p. 1287. (/|.) lb. p. 122 ;. 
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upon the authority of a certain revelation (5) that he was detained 
in purgatory after his death, but delivered by the prayers of Su 
Germanus, bifhop of Capua. Ceillier thinks that he repented only 
in his laft moments (6)- or that firoplicity of heart extenuated his 
fin. Pafchafius wrote a learned book On the Divinity of the Holy 
Gbofl, though the two books on that fubjedl which now bear his 
name, are the work of Fauftus of Riez. 

Pope Synimachus wrote to the emperoar Anaftafius declaring that 
he could not hold communion with him fo long a: he maintained 
that of Acacius. That prince expected fuch a menace from the; 
zeal of the pope, and therefore he had not wrote to him upon his 
promotion, according to cuftom. He alfo accufed him of Mani- 
chciim, though Syrnmachus had banifhed the Manichees out of 
Rome; and lie did not ceafe to thwart the pope, dreading his 
known zeal againft. his favourite feci of the Accphali. Syrnmachus 
compofed an apology againft this ernperour, in which he (hews the 
dignity of the chriitian prieithood (7). He wrote to the oriental 
bifliops, exhorting them to fuffer banifhment and all perfections 
rather than to betray the divine truth (8). King Thraumund 
having banifhed many catholick African bifhops into Sardinia, 
pope Syrnmachus fent them annually both clothes and money ; and 
there is ltill extant among the works of Emiudius a letter which 
this pope fent to comfort them. He accompanied it with f.>nie re- 
licks of the martyrs SS. Nazarius and Romaaus. He redeemed 
many captives, and gave one hundred feventy nine pounds of iiiver 
in ornaments to feveral churches in Rome, and to the chapel of 
the holy crofs a gold crofs of ten pound weight, in which he eti- 
clofed a piece of the true crofs. On a Cibonum, that is, in the 
language of that time, a tabernacle, which he gave to St. Paul's 
church, he caufed to be engraved the figures of our Saviour and 
the twelve apoitles. He inihtuted that the hymn or divine p-aifc 
called the Gloria in Excel/is Ihouid be fung on every Sunday and on 
the feilivals of Martyrs, as the pontifical teltifies. He filled the 
papal chair fifteen years and eight months, and died on the nine- 
teenth of July 534. — See his letters, the councils, and Ana- 
ilafius Bibl. 

St. Maciuna, V. She was the eldefi. of all the ten children of 
St. Bafil the Elder, and St. Kmmclia, and being trained up in ex- 
cellent fcnliments of piety, after the death of her father, conic- 
crated her virginity by vow to Cod, and was a great ailiilant fo her 
mother in educating her younger brothers and fillers. St. JjaJil the: 
Great, St. Peter ofSebaile, St. Gregory of Nylfa, and the reit, 
h'arned from her their early contempt of the world, dicad of its 
dangers, and application to prayer and the word of God. When 
they were fent abroad lor their improvement, lVlacrina induced her 
mother to concur with her in founding two manalleries, one for 

men 



(5) Dial. 1. 4. c. 40. See Baron, ad an. 498 & Bcnedift. XIV. 
• «le Canoniz. Sanctor. 
((>) T. 15. eh. 23. p. 3^2. Vie tie Pafehafe. 

(;) Synunach. Apol. T, 4. Cone. p. izgtf. (S) lb. p. 1301, 
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men, the other for women, at a little diftance from each other 
on their own eftate, near Ibora, in Pontus. That of men was kit 
governed by St. Bafil, afterward by St. Peter. Macrina drew up 
the rules for the nunnery with admirable prudence and piety, and 
eftablifhed in it the love and fpirit of the moll univerfal poverty, 
and dilengagement from the world, mortification, humility, ailidu. 
©us prayer and ftnging of pfalms. God was pleafed to afrli& hvr 
with a moll painful cancer ; which at length her mother cured, 
by making, at her requeft, the fign of the crofs upon the {ore : 
only a black fpot remained ever after upon the part that had been 
affected. After the death of St. Emmelia, Macrina difpofed of all 
that was left of their eftate in favour of the poor, and lived herfclf 
like the refl of the nuns, on what flie earned by the labour of her 
hands. Her brother Bafil died in the beginning of the year 379, 
and fhe herfelf fell ill eleven months after. St. Gregory of Nyfl'a 
making her a vifit, after eight years abfence, found her fick of a 
raging fever, lying on two boards, one of which ferved for her 
bed, and the other for her pillow. He was exceedingly comforted 
by her pious difcourfes, and animated by the fervour and ardent 
iighs of divine love and penance, by which fhe prepared herfelf for 
her laft hour. She calmly expired after having armed herfelf with 
the fign of the crofs. Such was the poverty of the houfe that no- 
thing was found to cover her corpfe when it was carried to the 
grave, but her old hood and coarfe veil : but St. Gregory threw 
over it his epifcopal cloak. She had worn about her neck a fillet oa 
which hung an iron crofs, and a ring. St. Gregory gave the crofs te 
a nun named Veftiana, but kept himfelf the ring, in which the 
metal was hollow, and contained in it a particle of the true crofs. 
Araxus, bifhop of the place, and St. Gregory led up the funeral 
procelfion, which confilted of the clergy, the monks and nuns, in 
two feparate choirs. The whole company walked iinging pfalms, 
with torches in their hands. The holy remains were conveyed to 
the church of the forty martyrs a mile diilant from the mo nailery* 
and were depofited in the fame vault with the laint's mother. 
Prayers were offered up for them both. St. Macrina died in De- 
cember 379 : but is commemorated both by the Latins and Greeks 
on the nineteenth of July. — This account is given us by St. Gre- 
gory of Nvfla, li\ the funeral diicourfe .he made upon her, T. 2. 
p. 149. 
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St. JOSEPH BARSABAS, C* 

* 

HE was one of the feventy-two difciples of our Lord, and 
vvas put in competition with St. Matthias to fucceed thes 
traitor Judas in the apoftlefhip (1). St. Chryfoftom (2) re- 
marks that St, Jofeph was not difpleafed, but .rejoiced in the 
Lord to fee the preference given to St. Matthias. After the 
difperfion of the difciples he preached the gofpel to many na- 
tions, and among other miracles drank poifon without re- 
ceiving any hurt, as Papias and from him Eufebius teflify (3)4 
This faint from his extraordinary piety was furriamed The Julfc. 
The lives of the apoftJes and primitive Chriftians was a iru> 
racie in morals, and a ferifibJe efTecl: of almighty grace- 
Burning with holy zeal they had no intereft on earth but thafe 
of the divine honour, which they fought in all things : and 
being warmed with the expectation of an eternal kingdom* 
they were continually difcourfing of it, and comforting one ano- 
ther with the hopes of pofleiTing it : and they did little elfe but 
prepare to die. Thus by example, frill more than by words, they 
fubdued their very enemies to the faith, and brought them tat 
a like fpirit and practice. Their converts, by a wonderful 
change of manners, became in a moment new creatures* 
Thole who had been the moft bitter enemies, long bent tea 
luft and paffion, became the- moft loving, forgiving and chafta 
pcrfons in the world. Mas grace wrought in us fb perfccT: a, 
convcHion ? Do our lives gloii fy God's name in this man- 
iicr, by a fpirit and practice agreeable to principles of our di- 
vine faith ? 

On the fame DAY 

St. Ma roaret, V. M. According to the ancient martyrologiea 
/lie fuffercd at Antioch in l'ihdia, in the la(l jrcn-ral perfecution. 
She is faid to have been inilructcd in the faith by a chrillian nurfe, 
to have been profecuted by her own father, a priefl: of the idols, 
awl after many torments to have I'lorioufly finifhed her martyrdom 
by the fvvord. Her name occurs in the litany infer fced in the old 
Roman Order, and in the moil ancient calendars of the (Greeks. 

Vol, 11 1 4 1> Frww 
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From the Eaft her veneration was exceedingly propagated in En$. 
land, France and Germany in the eleventh century, during tile 
holy wars. Her body is now kept at Monte Fiafcone in Tuf. 
cany. Vida, the glory of the chriltian mufes, has honoured St, 
Margaret who is one of the tutelar faints of Cremona, his native 
city, with two hymns ; begging of God through her prayers, no: 
long life, riches or honours 5 but the grace of a happy death and a 
holy life, that he might be admitted, with a devout and pious 
heart, so praife God, in the choir of his holy fervants. See Pinius 
the Eollandifl Julii T. 5. p. 28. 

SS. Just a and Rufina, MM. Thefe holy martyrs were two 
chrillian women at Seville in Spain, who maintained both them- 
felves and many poor perfons by felling earthen ware. A fervent 
foul finds in the moit ordinary courfe of life occasions of exerci- 
ling many heroick acts of virtue, and makes every ordinary action 
a perfecl holoeauit by performing it with a moft ardent define of 
pleanng God with the entire facrihee of itfelf. Such were the lives of 
thefe two faithful fervants of God in the world. So perfect a vir- 
tue deferved to be honoured with the crown of martyrdom. 
Though thefe faints gave all their fubftance to the poor, and were 
delirous to ferve every one for the edification of their fouls; yet 
no motives could draw them into any criminal condefcenfion. 
iNot to concur to the idolatrous fu perflations, they refufed to fell vcf- 
fels for the ufe of heachenim facrifices. The Pagans offended 
at their religious fcruple, when Diocletian's edicts renewed the 
perfecution, broke ail the ware in their Ihop, and impeached them 
for their faith before the governour. The prefect, after they had 
boldly confeiTed Chrift, commanded them to be ilretched on the 
rack, and their fides in the mean time to be torn with iron hooks. ; 
An idol was placed near the rack with incenfe, that if they would 
offer facrificc, they fhould be that moment releafed. But their fide- 
lity was not to be lhaken. julla expired on the rack : which when j 
the judge faw 5 he ordered Rufina to be flranglcd, and their bodies j 
to be burnt. 'I hey fuffered in the year 304. — Sec their acts pub- j 
jifhed by Maldonat : alio Ado, Ufuard, Sec. 

St. Ciisi.AS, C of the Order of St. Dominick. He was of the 
houfe of the counts of Oldrovans, nearly related to St. Hyacinth, 
.and lived near Cracow in Poland. Having devoted himlelf to 
God in an ccclefialtical (late, he became eminent fur piety, learn- j 
ing and the innocence of his manners. He was firlt inltituted tort 
canonry at Cracow, but afterwards promoted to be Confervator of 1 
Sendomir. His riches he employed on the poor, leading himlelf rt 
molt ablleniious penitential life. Happening to accompany his un- 
cle Yvo Koniki, chancellour of Poland, into Italy, he received at j 
.Rome, together with St. Hyacinth, the habit of St. Dominicl: 
from the hands of that holy founder, in 1218. Returning into 
Irermany and Poland he preached penance with wonderiul hint. 
In i2.?.2* In: founded at Prague a convent of one hundred and 
twenty -f*:. friar:,, in which Andrew the bifhop of Prague, took nil 

seligioub liwl'W., having firjl, with the conient of pope Honorim; M I- 

rcligiicd 
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religned his fee. St. Cellas built in the fame city a nunnery of the 




{cut Adrian with twenty-fix other friars of his Older to preach the 
faith in Bofnia, where they all received the crown of martyrdom. 
Sc. Ccflas himfelf preached in Sile/ia, and rtfided long n : : .Rrcfhw. 
He directed St. Hedwiges in the paths of chriilkm p.rfecl'.on, 
was endowed with the . gifts of prophecy and miracles, ::r»J "died 
the northern kingdoms with many eminent lervants of God. In 
1240, the Tartars marching from Afia with an army of five hundred 
thoufand men, fell like a torrent on the Weft, and fpread univcrlal 
defoJation over Ruflia, Bulgaria, Sclavonia, Poland and Hungary to 
the borders of Germany. They ilew Henry II. farnamcd the Pi- 
ous, duke of Siiefia, in a great battle at Wolftadt, in I2|i, and 
marched againft Breflaw his capital. 'J "he inhabitants burned or 
hid their molt precious erfects, and abandoning the city to the ene- 
my ihut themf elves up in the citadel. St. Cellas bore them com- 
pany to aflift and comfort them, and never ceafed with tears to 
implore the divine protection. God was pleafed to hear his prayers. 
When the barbarians had made a breach, and were preparing to 
fcale the walls, the faint coming from offering the divine my lie - 
ries appeared upon the walls, and at the fame time a globe of fire 
fell from the heavens upon the camp of the infidels, which it filled 
with confufion and terrour. In the mean time the chrillians made 
a Tally, and the number! efs troops of the barbarians perceiving 
that heaven vifibly fought againft them, whilft many were periihinjr 
by the flame, betook themfclvcs to flight, and abandoned their cn- 
torprife. Thus they who had overturned fo many thrones, and 
trampled to the ground fo many powerful armies, favv chemfcJves 
turn; led down from their victories and pride by the prayer of one 
humble fcrvant of God. who renewed on this occafion the mira- 
cle; of Elias and Elifeus. The circumitances of this wonderful 
deliverance arc authentically attelled by ancient records, ftili p re- 
fer ved among the publick archives of the city of ttreilaw, and are 
related by IViarcin Cromer, bifljop of Heilfbcrg or Warmia, in hi:; 
hillory of Poland, Longinus, and other hiiloiians of the noitlur:* 
kingdoms. St. Ccflas died in July, the following year 
His relicks are preferved in a ilaiely chapel at Ihcilaw. The im- 
memorial veneration of his name was approved by Clement XI. in 
1715. — See Touron Vie de St. Dominique, p. 6::.:. and J^ioviin: 
in the Poll and ifts. 

St. .A u n v 1, 1 us, Archbifhop of Caithnge, C. lie was nrchdui ■ 
con of Carthage, when, in 388, he was promoted to the archie, ni ■ 
copal dignity of that fee, to which was annexed a jurikiicliun liu!-.: 
inleriour to that of a patriarch over all the mctiopolitam. oi tin. d:[ . 
talent province.', of Africa, lie <:uhi-/aied a ilikl iiieiriihtp vw.N 
'u. AillLin, licld ievcral council:, a^iiuil the J )ou.u ill.., and u :v. 
liill that condemned Cclciiius the LWuyUui in a rotnu.il held u- 
41 z, and Pelagius himfelf in .mother council in .1 16. i ie amnhr. 

P / iiu.ri/e ■ 
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matized their herefy before St. Auftin entered the lifts againft 
it. St. Aurelius died in 423. He is highly extolled by St. Ful- 
gentius, (1) and is mentioned in the African calendar of the fifth 
age on the twentieth of July. 

St. Ulmer or Vilmer, abbot of Samer. He was nobly born 
in the territory of Boulogne in Picardy. Renouncing the world in 
his youth, he entered himfelf a lay-brother in the abbey of Haut- 
mont in Haynault, where it was his employment to keep the cattle, 
and to hew wood for the community. He was diflinguiihed for his 
eminent fpirit of prayer, and being compelled by obedience to 
receive holy orders, was promoted to the priefthood. He after 
this obtained leave to live alone in a hermitage near mount Caflel, 
and afterward founded in a wood upon his father's eltate, in the Bou- 
lognois, the abbey of Samer, corruptly fo called for St. Ulmer's, 
at p relent of the Congregation of St. Maur. In this clofe retire- 
ment the faint preferved himfelf always free from worldly paflions 
by flying from the occafions which chiefly excite them, and by 
withdrawing from the great fcene of eaithly bufinefs, envy, ava- 
rice, and ftrife. Here fhutting out the bufy fwarm of vain images 
which befets us in the world, he inured his mind to happy recol- 
lection and heavenly contemplation. In this fweet repofe he daily 
advanced in fervour and divine charity till he was called to the joy* 
of his Lord on the twentieth of July, 710. He was glorified by 
miracles, and is named in the Roman and other martyrologies. 

(1) 1. 2. du Pradeft. 





JULY 21. 

St. PRAXEDES, Virgin. 

H E was daughter of Pudcns a Roman fenator, and filler 
to St. Pudentiaua, and in the days of pope Pius f. and 
the cmperour Antoninus Pius edified the chinch of Rome l»y 
the blight luflre of her virtues. All her great riches flic em- 
ployed in relieving the poor and the neccflities of the church. 
(5y the comfoit and fuccours which flic afforded the martyr* 
Slu- endeavoured to make lierfelf partaker of their crowns, ami 
i'he lived in (lie afliduotin exercife of prayer, watching ami 
tailing. She died in peace and was buried near her filter 011 
Sjlaii:in load. Jlede and other mart y rologills liyle her a 

virgin. An eld Title or narifli church in Rome bearing 

name 
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name is mentioned in the life of pope Symmachus. It was 
repaired by Adrian I. and Pafchal I. and laftly by St, Charles 
Borromaso who took from it his title of cardinal. The pri- 
mitive chriftians Jived only for heaven, and in every ftep look- 
ed up to God, regardlefs of all lower purfuits or meaner ad- 
vantages that could interfere with their great defign of know- 



ing 



and loving him. This conftant attention to God 



awed them in their retirements ; this gave Jife 3nd wings to 
their devotions, and animated them to fervour in all their 
. actions ; this carried them through the greatefr. difficulties and 
temptations, and fupported them under all troubles and af- 
flictions. 

On the fame D A Y 

St. Zoticus, "Eifhopcf Comana in Cappadocia, M. lie firft de- 
tected, zcalou/ly confuted and condemned the unonrs and impof 
tures of the Cataphryges or Montanills with iheirfalfe prophecies, as 
Eufebius mentions. To this triumph over herefy and itnpofture he 
ac'ded the crown of martyrdom, which he received in the perse- 
cution of Severus, about the year 5.04. — See Eufcbius, D. 5. ch. 
16. and the ancient martyrologies. 

St. Barhadijesc 1 abas, Deacon, M. Tn the 1 ;th yen* of the 
great persecution railed in Pcrfia by king Sapor II. by the com- 
mand of Sapor Tamfapor governour of Adiabenc, Barhadbefcia- 
bas, the zealous deacon of the city of Arbela, was apprehended, 
and put on the rack. Whilft he was tormented, the oiiiccrs con- 
tinually cried out to him : c< Worfhip water and fire, and cat the 
" blood of bcafrs ; and you mall be immediately fet at liber- 

,f ty." But the blcflod deacon Barhadbefciabas, fhewed, by 
the chesirfulncfs of his countenance, that the intciiour joy of 
ins happy foul overcame the torments he felt in his body. He of- 
ten faid to the judge : *' Neither you nor your Icing, nor an/ man- 
" ncr of torments ill :i 1 1 ever be able to feparnte me from the love 
" of Jcfus. Him alone have I ferved from my infancy to this old 
" age.* 4 The tyrant at length condemned him to be beheaded, 
nnd commanded Aghams, ;:n spoliate Chriilian nobleman, to be hit; 
executioner. The holy uea^m Rood bound waiting with joy for 
the happy moment which was to ailbciate him to tlie ai!}" Is : hue 
A«'hruus trembled fo as not to be able to «'ive the blow. 1 le II rue!:, 
however, feven times at the martyr's neck, and not being able to 
lever his head from his body, run his Avoid into his bowels : of 
uiiieh wound the holy deacon expired foon after. The judge ft't 
guards to watch the bleHed corpfe : but two 1 lei earned it off 
in the night, and buried it niter the Roman faihicu. Jle f 11 Acred 
im the twentieth clay of the moon of July, in the year Jwi, of 
0:1 |>o r 11 45'. — See his. genuine Chaldaick ads in Ah'emaui, 'IV. 1. 
p. 129. 

St. Victok. of Marfeilles, M. The emperou 1 * Maximum, 

racking with the blood of the Thebrean legion and manv cnlurninr- 

T ; tvvu 



244 St. VICTOR, M. July lx \ 

tyrs whom he had maftacred in different parts of Gaul, arrived at 
Marfeilles, the moll numerous and flourifhing church in thofe p I0 . 
vinccs. The tyrant breathed here nothing but flaughter and fury, 
and his coming filled the chriftians with fear and alarms. In this 
general confirmation, Victor a chriflian officer in the troops went 
about in the night time from houfe to houfe vifiting the faithful, 
and inJpiring them with contempt of a temporal death and the lore 
of eternal life. He was furprifed in this aclion fo worthy a foldier 
of Jcfus Chrill, and brought before the prefects Arteritis and Lu- 
tychius, who exhorted him not to lofe the fruit of all his fcrvices 
and the favour of his prince for the worihip of a dead man : fo 
they called Jeius Chrilt. He anfwered, that he renounced thofe 
recompenses if he could not enjoy them without being unfaithful to 
Jcfus Chrift, the eternal Son of God who vouchsafed to become 
man for our falvation, but who raifed himfelf from the dead, and 
reigns with the Father being God equally with him. The who! 2 
court heard him with tumultuous fiiouts of indignation and rage. 
However, the prifoner being a perfon of distinction, the prefects 
fent him to Maximian himfelf. The inctnfed countenance of aa 
emperour did not daunt the champion of Chrift ; and the ty- 
rant feeing his threats to have no effect, upon him, commanded him 
to be bound hands and feet, and dragged through all the itreets 
of the city, expofed to the blows and infults of the populace. Every 
one of the Heathens feemed to think it a crime not to teflify their 
falfe zeal, by offering fome indignity or other to the martyr. 
Their defign was to intimidate the chriftians, but the example of 
the martyr's rcfolution ferved to encourage them. Victor was 
brought back, bruifed and bloody, to the tribunal of the pre- 
fects, who thinking his refolution muft have been weakened by 
his fufferings, began to blafphemc our holy religion, and prof- 
fed him again to adore their gods. Cut the martyr filled with 
the Holy Gli oil, and encouraged by his prcfence in his foul, 
cxpreffed his refpect for the emperour and his contempt of 
their gods, adding : " I defpifc your deities, and confefs Jefus 
41 Chnlt : iidlicl upon me what torments you pleafe." The two 
pi elects only difagieed about the choice of the tortures. After a 
waim conti'il h'utyrhius withdrew, and left the prifoner to Afleriui-, 
who commanded him to be hoifted on the rack, and molt cruelly 
teamed a long time. The martyr lifting up his eyes to heaven 
ailed pat.enceand ronflnney of God, whole gift he knew it to he. 
jjiu*. On ift ;ippea»\ d to him on the: rack, holding a croft in 
Jiaiiih., gave him hi., peace, and told him that he fullered in )m 
iuivani:., and downed them alter their viclory. Thefe words difpel- 
h;d both Im. p.iim-, ami lu-; «»ncf; and the tormentors being at 1 ail 
w.-.w v, the 1-iL.ie^ t ordeicd him to betaken down, and thrown int^ 
;i ti i'l. dun; e»ni. At midnight Cod viiited him by his a muds : tnf 
i-.:i!im was li!le<.i witli a lit* lit blighter than that of the fun, and ilie 
mai'tvr inn;.', v. idi ihc tlio praifes of (iod. Threu Inhher- 

v\ im < u iiderl tin.: piiioii in mo thi:; lit* 111 were Uimrifud nt the mi- 

l. .mil L.i'.'nn; lln. jiieJve:, at the inaityr's feet aiked \i\i> panU'ti, 

and 
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and defired baptifm. Their names were Alexander, Longinus and 
Felician, The martyr initru&ed them as well as time would per- 
mit, fent for priefts the fame night, and going with, them to the 
i'eafide he led them out of the water, that is, was their godfa- 
ther, and returned with them again tohisprifon. The next morn- 
ing Maximiari was informed of the converiion of the guards, and 
jn a tranfport of rage fent officers to bring them all lour before 
hnn in the middle of the market-place. The mob loaded Victor 
with injuries, and would fain have compelled him 'to bring back his 
converts to the worfhip of their gods. But he faid : "I cannoc 
undo what is well done.'' And turning to them he encouraged 
them faying : " You are ftill foldiers ; behave with courage, God will 
" give you victory. You belong to Jefus Chrifr, be faithful. An 
" immortal crown is prepared for you.'* The three foldiers perfe- 
vcred in the confeffion of Jefus Chrill, and by the emperours or- 
ders were forthwith beheaded. Victor prayed in the mean time 
with tears that he might, by bein^ united with them in their happy 
death, be prefented in their glorious company before God. But af- 
ter having been expoled to the infults of the whole city as an im- 
moveable rock lalhed with the waves, and been beaten with clubs 
and fcourged with leather-thongs, he was carried back to prifon, 
where he continued three days, recommending to God his martyr- 
dom with many tears. After that term the einpeiour called him 
again before his tribunal, and having caufed a llatue of Jupiter, 
with an altar and incenfe, to be placed by him, he commanded the 
martyr to offer incenfe to the idol. Victor went up to the profane 
altar, and by a ltroke of his foot threw it down The emperour 
ordered the foot to be forthwith chopped off; which the faint fuf- 
fered with great joy, offering to God thefe firir. fruits of his body. 
A few moments after, the emperour condemned him to be put 
under the grindltone of a handmill, and crufhed to death. 
The executioners turned the wheel, and when part of his body was 
bririfed and cruflied, the mill broke down. The faint ftill breathed 
a little ; but his head was immediately ordered to be cut o!F Hi*,, 
and the other three bodies were thrown into the fea, but being 
call afhore were buried by the chriftians in a grotto hewn out 
of a rock. The author of the acts adds : " They are honoured 
lv to this day with many miracles, and many beneiiis are conferred 
" by God and our Lord Jelus Chrill: on thole who aflc them 
" through tlieir merits. " Jn the fifth century Cafiian (a) built n great 

P 4 ino nailery 



[a) John GaJJtan, pricft and 
abbot of the great monailery at 
iVhirfeilles, was a native of 
heifer Scythia, then cotnpri fed 
unih r 'J' brace, lie inured him- 
i'-'ll irom his youth to the e.ver- 
tilrs of an afcetick life in the 
niunallery of Bethlehem. The 



great reputation of many holy 
anchorets in the deferts of KevpC 
induced him ami one Germ .mis. 
about the rear ~<>n, to pay them 
a vilit. !»eiuv' much edified with 
the <irr<:at e,\;unples ot virtue 
they law in iimle lolitudes, Spe- 
cially in the wikloi iieh. of Scrtu, 

they 
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ynonaftery near the tomb of this faint, which afterwards received the 
rule of St. Bennet, but was lately fecularized by Bennedict XIV. 
The relicks of St. Victor remain in that church, the moil ancient 

2nd 



fchey fpent there and in Thebais 
2'everal Years. They lived like 
fhe monks of that country, went 
"bare-foot, and fo meanly glad 
$hat their friends would have 
freen afhamed to meet them, 
^nd they gained their fubfiftence 
by their work, as all the reft 
did (Coll. 4. c. 10). Their 
3ife was moll auftcre, and they 
icarce eat two loaves a day 
jeach of fix ounces (Coll", ig. 
jc. 17). In 403, they both went 
20 Conftaruinople, where they 
liftened to the fpiritual initrucli- 
£>ns of St. Chryi'ortom who or- 
dained CaiTian deacon, and em- 
ployed him in his church. Af- 
ier the banifnment of that holy 
prplate Cnflian and Germanus 
gravelled to Rome, with letters 
from the clergy of Conftantino- 
ple to defend their injured paf- 
zor, as Palladia informs us. 
.Cailian was promoted to the 
order of pricfthoocl in the Weft, 
and retiring to Mnrfeilles, there 
founded two monrdlcries one for 
men, and another for virgins, 
and wrote his fpiritual Confe- 
rences and other work?. He 
{lied in odour of fanctity foon 
sifter the year 433 His very 
Ancient picture is flu.wn in St. 
Victor's At Marfeilles, where his 
Jvcad and right arm are cxpofed 
Sn Ihrincs on the altar by the 
pcriniilion of pope Urban V. 
the remainder of his body lies 
in a marble tomb which is 
fliwn j ii a fubtcrrnneous chapel, 
fj'hat abbey, by a 1 pedal grant, 
celebrates an office in his ho- 
|join on the twenty-third of July. 

IJis woi ks toniill, iiril ot a 



book On the Incarnation a gain ft 
NefloritiF, written at the rcqueil 
of St. Leo then archdeacon of 
Rome. Secondly, Of Infliiutu 
on s of a 7?io7iajiical life, in twelve 

books. In the four fir ft he def- 
cribes the habit that was worn, 
and the exercifes and way of 
living that were followed by 
the monks of Egypt, to ferve :.s 
a pattern for the monaflick itate 
in the Well. He fays, their 
habit was mean, merely ferving 
to cover their naked nefs ; hav- 
ing Ihort flecves which reached 
no farther than their elbows: 
they wore a girdle and a cowl 
upon their heads, but ufed no 
fboes, only a kind of fan dais 
which they put off when they 
approached the altar ; and they 
all ufed a walkingftaff, as ;n 
emblem that they were pilgrims 
on earth. He obferves that the 
monks forfook all things, la- 
boured with their hands, and 
lived in obedience : he defcribes 
the canonical hours of the di 
vine office confiiling of plalms 
and lcfTonn. He mentions th.it 
whoever deft res to be admitted 
into a monallery, mull give 
proofs of his patience, humility 
and contempt of the world, and 
be tried with denials and af- 
fronts : that no poflulant was al- 
lowed to give his ell ate to the 
monaflery in which he feitled : 
that the full leflbn which i: 
taught a monk is, to fubdue hi'} 
pafiions, to deny his own will, 
and 10 praclifc blind obedience 
to his fuperiour. Thus he is to 
empty himfelf of all prevalence 

in his own abilities, learning <>i' 

wh.it 
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and venerable in all France, full of illuftrious monuments of primitive 
faints. Some part of the relicks of St. Victor was conveyed to Paris 
and laid in a chapel built in his honour, which in the reign of Lewis 

VI. 

whatever can feed any fecret 42S, and contains fevcn other 
pride or prefumption. Ca/Tian Conferences. Caflwn, in this 
obfervcs, that young monks work, teaches that the end to 
were allowed no other food than which a monk confecrates all 
boiled herbs, with a little fait; but his labours and for which he has 
that the extraordinay aufterities renounced the world, is, the 
of the oriental monks in eating are more eafily to attain the moll 
not practicable in the Weft. In perfect purity or finglenefs of 
the eight jail books of this work heart, without which no one can 
he treats of eight capital vices, fee God in his glory, or enjoy 
prefcribing the remedies and his prcfence by his fpccial grace 
motives againft them, and ex- in this life. For this he muft 
plaining the contrary virtues, forfake the world, or its goods 
tic {hews (1.6. J nit. c 5, C) and riches; lie muft renounce or 
that chaftity is a virtue which is die to himfelf, diverting himfclf 
rot to be obtained but by a of all vices and irregular incli- 
fpecial grace of God : which nations ; and thirdly, he mu£r. 
inuit be implored by earned withdraw his heart from earthly 
prayer, feconded by watchful- or vifible things to apply it to 
nefs and falling. He every thofe that are Spiritual and di~ 
where advifes moderate farts, but vine (Collar. 1. & 3). He fays, 
continual. (1. 5. p. 107. &c). that the veil of the paflions be- 
lle obferves (1. u. c. 4.) that ing once removed, the eyes of 
vainglory is the laft vice that is the mind will begin as it were 
fubdued and that it takes occafi- naturally to contemplate the 
on even from the victory itfelf myllcries of God, which re- 
to renew its aflauks. This feems main always unintelligible and 
the belt and moll ufeful of Caf- obfeure to thole who have onlv 
Jiaifs writings, though the read- eyes of flcfli, or whofc hearts 
ing of his Conferences has b.en are unclean, and their eyes over- 
lliongly recommended to monks clouded with lin and the world 
by St. Den net, St. John Clinia- (Coll. 5). '1 his purgation of the 
cus, St Gregory, St. Doiinnick, heart is made by the exercifes of 
St, Thomas and others. In the compunction, mortification and 
book of his Conferences he has fclf denial : and the unlhakcn 
collected the fpiritual maxims of foundation of the moll piofound 
ihe wife (I and moil experienced humility mult be laid, which 
monks with whom he had con- may bear a tower reaching to 
veiled in Kgypt. Thin work the heavens ; for upon it is to 
coniirtfi of three pailt. ; the full be raifed the fupei limit urc of 
contains ten Conferences, and nil fpiritual virtues (Coll. 9}. 
was writ in a; 23 : the fecond To gain a victory over vices he 
comprifes fevcn Conferences, itiennoufly inculcates the ad- 
and was compiled two years vantages ol' difcovering all 
J'lter : the third was nnithetl in temptations t* our fujicrioivr » 

for 
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VI. was enlarged, and a noble monaftery of regular canons found, 
ed, which bears the name of this faint, its glorious patron. — See hi, 
genuine acts, which are not unworthy the pen of Cailian, to whom 

frill; 

fays, the end of perfection of 
the monaflick irate is, that the 
mind be refined from all earn;.! 
duft, and elevated to fpirituj 
things, till by daily progrefsin 
this habit all its conversation 
may be virtually one cori;nu;>! 
prayer, and all the foul's leve, 
defire and ihidy may be termi- 
nated in God. In this her uni- 
on with him by perpetual ai.d 
infep arable charity, fhe poffefics 
an image of future blifs, and 
a fore tall e or earn eft of the con- 
vcrfanon of the blefTed. In- 
veighing againft lukewarmncfs 
in devotion he makes this re- 
mark (Collat 4. c. 19) : '* V,e 
'* have often feen fouls con- 
verted to perfection from a 
" Hate of coldnefs, that is, from 
iC among worldlings and hca- 
" thens ; but have never fecn 
* e any from among tepid chri- 
<( llians. Thefe aic moreover, 
" fo hateful to God, that by the 
Ct prophet he bids his teacher; 
€i not to direct any exhortation; 
ce to them, but to abandon 
te them as a fruitlefs barren 
" land, and to fow the diviiu 
Cf word on new hearts, amon; 1 , 
St finners and heathens : Break 
" up the new or fallow ground, 
" and fow not upon land that i; 
" overrun with thorns. " 
iv. 3). He exceedingly cxior. 
the unfpeakable peace and li;ip- 
pinefs which foul', enjoy in lee!:- 
ing only God, and the jvrc.it 
and wonderful work's which Ik' 
performs in the hearts of hu 
iaints, which cannot be truly 
known to any man except ta 
thole who have experience o\ 

the in 



for when detected they lofe 
their force : the filthy ferpent 
being by confefiion drawn out 
of his chirk hole into the light, 
and in a manner expoied, with- 
draws himfclr. Hib fuggefti- 
ons prevail fo long as they are 
concealed in the heart (Coll. 2. 
c, 10, 1 1 . cc lnU.it. 1. 9. c. 59). 
This he confirms by the ex- 
ample of 'ierapion, cured of an 
inveterate habit of ileal ing bread 
above his allowance in the com- 
munity by confefling the fault 
(Coll. 2 c. 11). — -But he teaches 
that thefc cxercifes are but pre- 
parations : fur the end and per- 
fection of the monaflick ft ate 

confills in continual and unin- 
terrupted peiicverance in prayer, 
a- far as tinman frailty will per- 
mit. This is the conjunction 
of the heait with God. But 
this fpiric of prayer cannot be 
obtained without mighty con- 
trition, the purgation of the 
heart from all earthly corrup- 
tion and the dregs of paflions, 
and the illumination of the 
Holy Ghoft, whofe pureft rays 
cannot enter an unclean heart. 
He compares the foul to a lu>,ht 
feather which by its own levity 
is rai fed on high by the help of 
;i gentle bieath ; but if wet by 
the acceUion of moillure, ib de- 
prcjfed down to the very eaith. 
The mind can only alee ml to 
Cod when it is dilburduned of 
of t !, e weight of earthly foli- 
citude and corruption (Coll. <)). 
— lie inculcates the Life of fre- 
quent I'ifpiralions, Jccomincnd- 
in*» that of the church, Detts^ in 
tuiiutoi ium mzum ;<:tcnai', &c : and 
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fome attribute them : They are publifhed and much commended by 
joJ'quet in his Appendix to the fourth tome of his hillory of the 
church of France, p. 292. Tillemont, T. 4. Ceillier, T. 3. 
p, 3 o6. Fleury, I. 8- n. 20. 



JULY 22. 

St. MARY MAGDALEN. 

T' HE illuftrious penitent woman mentioned by St. Luke (1) 
was, by her perfedt converfion, an encouraging example 
and model of penitence to all fucceeding ages. She is called 
the finner (a), to exprefsher pre-eminence in guilt. This epithet 

feems 

(1) Luke vii. 



them (Coll. 12. c. 12. & Coll. 
14. c. 14). Caflian, in the 
thirteenth Conference, under the 
name of the abbot Cheremon, 
favours the principles of the 
Scmipelagians, though that er- 
rour was not then condemned, 
it being £rlt profcribed in the 
iecond council of Orange in 
5?o. Whence St. Profper him- 
idf, in his book ae;ainfl this 
uiiCOLirie, never nafries him, 
but ilyles him a catholick doclor 

[a) Mention is made in the 
g'ifpels of a woman who was 
a finner (Luke vii.) ; of Mary of 

Iletliania, the filler of Lazarus, 
i|ohn xi. 2. xii. 1. Mark xiv. 3. 
1VI.1t. xxvi . 6.) and of Mary Map; - 
li.iicu, who followed J el us from 
Oalilee, and minillercd to him. 
Many orave authors think all 
to bclon'/ to one and the 
June pcrfim : that lhe WW into 
ft'itviin dilorders in her youth, 
•••-! in challi Cement was delivered 



(1. contra Collatorem p. 828). 
Caffian's ilyle, though neither 
pure nor elegant, is plain, affec- 
ting and periuafive. His works 
were publifhed with comments 
by Alard Gaza?us or Gazet a 
Benedictine monk of St. VaaiVs 
at Arras, firil at Doway in 1 6 1 6 ; 
and afterwards with more ample 
notes at Arras in i6t8. They 
have been fincc reprinted at 
Lyons, Paris and Francfort. 



over to be poffelled by feven de- 
vils ; that fhe addreifed hcrfclf 
to Jefus in the houie of Simon 
the Pharifec, and by her com* 
punclion deferved to hear from 
him ihat her fins were forgiven 
her ; and in condqucncc was de- 
livered fioin the feven devils: 
that with her brother I azarus 
aiul her filler M.niha fl»e left 
Ualilco and fettled at Jk.thania, 
w here Je-he frequently honoured 
their houie with his prefenee. 
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fecms to imply that fhe led a lewd and diforderly life. The 
jcandal of her debaucheries had rendered her name infamous 
throughout the whole city. Nairn, Tiberias, or feme neigh- 
bouring place in Galilee, fcems to have been the chief theatre 

of 



(fee Pezron HifL Evang. T. 2. 

p. 3^0). Sc. Clement of Alex- 
andria (1. 2. Pjedag. c. d.) Am- 
monius (Harmon. 4. Evang.) 
St. Gregory the Great (horn. 25 
and 33. in Evang ) and from his 
time the greater part of the La- 
tins down to the fixtccnth centu- 
ry adopt this opinion ; though 
St. Ambrofe, (lib. de Virgin & 
1.6 in Luc.) St. Jerom (in Mat. 
xxvi. 1. 2. contr. Jovin. c. 16. 
Prxf. in Ofee & ep. 150.) St. Au- 
ftin (Tr. 49. in Joan. n. 3.) Al- 
bertus Magnus and St. Thomas 
Aquinas leave the cjueflion un- 
determined. The two laft fay 
the Latins in their time generally 
prefumed that they were the fame 
perfon, but that the Greeks di- 
ilinguifhed them. — Baronius,Jan- 
fenius of Ghent, Maldonat, Na- 
talis Alexander (in Hilt. Eccl. 
Ssec. I. DilT. 17.) J. ami (Harmon. 
Evang. & epi/t. G allied) Mau- 
duit (Analyledcs Evang. T. 2.) 
Pezron, Trevet, &c. have wrote 
in defence of the opinion of St. 
Gregory the Great. — Others 
think thefe wcie three diflincl 
perfons. This fentiment is a- 
dopted by the Apoltolick Con- 
futations (I. 3. c. 6.) St. Theo- 
philus of Antioch (in 4 Evang.) 
St. Ire metis (1. 3. c. 4.) Origen 
(horn. 3 in Mat. & horn. 1 or 
2 Cant.) St. Chryfollom (horn. 

Fi. in Mat. 26. & horn. 61. in 
Joan). St. Macarius (horn. 12) 
and by almoll all the Greeks. 
Among the modern criticks, Ca- 
faubon iKxcrcic. 14. in JJaron ) 

Eilius (Or. 1.}.) three Jcfuits, 



i>/;s. Bulengef (Diatrlb. 3. p. 1^ j 
Turrian (in Confens. 1. 3. c. 6.) 
and Sulmeron (T. 9. Tr. 40) 
alfo Zagers, a learned Franai- 
can (in Joan. 1 1 ) Maucondui:, 
Anquetin,TiIlemont (T. 2. p. 30, 

& 512.) Hammond, and many 
others, ftrenoufly aflert thefe to 
have been three diftinct women, 
Some whofe fentiment appears 
moil plaufible to Toinard and 
Calmet, diftinguiOi the filler of 
Lazarus and Magdalen ; for this 
latter, attended Chriit the la ft 
year of his life, and feems to 
have followed him from Galilee 
to Jerufalcm, when he came up 
to the PafTover (fee Mac. xxvii, 

56, 57. Mark xv. 40, 41 . Luke 
xxiii. 49.) at which time the filler 

of Lazarus was with her brother 
and Martha at Bethania (John.xi. 
1 ). Moreover, thefe two women 
feem diflinctly characterized, the 
one beinjr called Magdalen, and 
being ranked among the women 
that followed Jcfus from Gali- 
lee, the mher being every where 
called the fijier of Lazarus; and 
though flie might have pollelied 
an eitate at Magdalum in Gali- 
lee, and have come originally 
from that country, this conilant 
diftinftion of epithets naturally 
leads us to imagine them clilte- 
rcnt perfons. Ilut St. Irenieiu, 
Origen, St. Chryfollom, b'V. no 
where diftinguilh the penitent and 
Magdalen. And St. Luke hav- 
ing mentioned the converfion of 
the finful woman (at N aim) in the 
next chapl er, fubjoins, that cer tani 
women who, had been delivered 

If 
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. of her diforders, at leaft at the time of her converfion. They 
. t00 k their rife from fmall beginnings : for no one becomes a 
'neat proficient in vice all at- once. The fences of virtue are 
; weakened by degrees before they are entirely broken down. 
The fteps by which young perfons, like this finner, are led in- 
to evil courfes, are pointed out to us by our Divine Redeemer 
in the parable of the prodigal fori. The fource of all his mif- 
fortunes is a love of independence and of his own will. He is 
full of his own wifdom, and of a certain felf-fufficiency ; is an 
enemy to advice, the means to find out truth and to difcover 
dangers. All who contradict his paflions, or tell him the truth, 
are odious to him : the counfels of tender parents he calls inte- 
refted ; thofe of God's anointed, too fevere and fcrupulous ; 
thofe of the old and experienced, cowardly and mean-fpirited. 
Young perfons, above all others, are in an age in which the 
devil prepares innumerable fnares, the world lays many itrata- 
gems, and paflions eafily eclipfe reafon j and it behoves them 
infinitely to be ftrongly perfuaded that their fafety confihrs alto- 
c;evher in moft fin cere difpoiitions of humility, obedience and 
docility. Tra£tablenefs and dutifulnefs towards fuperiours is 
the moft eflential virtue of that age, next to the obligation of 
religion which we owe to God. Thofe companions, whofe 
difcourfe and behaviour tend to infpire a contempt of parents 
and other fuperiours, are of all peffs the moft dangerous to 
youth. The prodigal fon, blinded by his paflions, thought 
liimfelf prudent and ftrong enough to be his own gover- 
nour and mafter, and flattered himfelf that his love of liberty 
and pleafure was not very criminal or unjuft : but from this 
root all vices loon fprouted up, and arc not to be reftraincd by 
iiim who opens to them fuch a door by fhaking oft* the happy 
yoke of fubjedtion which is the divine ordinance. Such is the 

ihange difordcr of that mifchievous pailion, that though the 

prodigal 



by Mm from evil fpirits and infir- 
mities,* followed him; and a- 
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prodigal fon lived in dignity and plenty, and enjoyed all teir,. 
poral bleftlngs and all the comforts of life without fcelin* p 
troubles, or knowing its miferies, yet he was not content, 
His fubje£Hon to a good father was true freedom ; he was the 
object of all his parent's cares, and he reaped the fruit of all his 
labours. But fo diftempered was his foul, that the conftraint 
of this tender guardian's watchful eye feemed to imbitter all hi< 
pleafures, and fuch an obedience appeared to him an infupport. 
able burden and flavery, which therefore he would fhake off to 
have no other law but his own will. This was his capital ene- 
my, though he would not be fo perfuaded : and by induigiir 
it he foftered a young tiger in his own bofom, which loon 
grew too ftrong for him and tore him to pieces. \Ve are a- 
ftonifhed at the quick progrefs which the paffions make when 
once the bridle is let loofe. The prodigal youth feeing himfcli 
poflefied of that dangerous liberty which he had fo paflionately 
defired, full of falfe joy at the profpe£t of imaginary happinefs, 
went into a foreign country, to be at a greater diftance from 
all troublefome advifers. His paffions being fo far yielded to, 
had no longer any bounds, and he denied his heart nothing of 
its irregular defires, being no longer mailer of himfelf. Un- 
thinking and blinded he foon fquandered away his fortune, 
without keeping any accounts, or knowing how it was fpem: 
he was furprifed to find his hands empty, and himfelf ftarving, 
and that he had not yet found thofe enjoyments which he had 
promifed himfelf ; inftcad of which he had met with nothing 
but fhadows and miferies. Neverthelefs, cleaving ftiil to fo 
treacherous a world, and yet entertaining defperate foolifli hopes 
of finding happinefs in it, he went on in the purfuit of his paf- 
Jipns ; and lofing himfelf daily more and more in the mazes of 
fin, he was at length reduced to have no other company but 
that of the molt filthy of beads, and almoft to perifh with 
hunger at the heels of the hogs which he was condemned to 
ferve and fatten. This is a true picture of the firmer who m 
thrown oft" the holy yoke of God, and has cnflaved himfcli to 
his paflions. Plow earned] y ought every chriltian to pray that 
God may always fo ftrcngthen his rcfolution with his grate, 
that he may never receive any other than his fwect and holy 
Jaw? What completes the misfortune of the habitual fwinir 
js, that few who have fallen into that gulph ever fi nee rely die 
again. The very afflictions which converted the prodigal fon, 
throw thoufands into defpair. God's powerful graces are weak- 
ened alter having been long contemned ; and habits ;;io\v 
flronger than rcalon. When the poifon of fin has funk 
into the heaitj it is not expelled by an ordinary grace ^ 
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inch a firmer that curfe is pronounced, that even in his old age, 
if he ever arrive at it, his bones fhall be filled with the vices of 
his youth, and they fhall defcend with him into the grave, and 
- fhall fleep with him in the duft (2). Chrift indeed came from 
heaven to fave all fuch ; in his tender companion for their mi- 
feries he invites them to return to him, and for their encou- 
ragement has {hewn a remarkable example of his mercy in our 
faint. Having confidered, in the image of the prodigal fon, 
the unhappy fteps by which fhe fell, we fhall, with greater edi- 
fication, take a view of the circumftances which have given 
fo great a luftre to her repentance. 

jefus, not long after he had raifed to life the fon of a widow 
at Nairn, a town in Galilee, was invited to dinner by a cer- 
tain Pharifee called Simon, who feems to have lived in the 
fame town, or fome neighbouring city, as Calmet fhews. Our 
Lord was pleafed to accept his invitation, chiefly that he might 
confound the pride of the Pharifees by manifefting the power 
of his grace in the wonderful converfion of this abandoned fin- 
ner. His bowels had yearned over her fpi ritual miferies, and 
he fpread upon her foul a beam of his divine iight which pe- 
netrated her understanding and her heart fo effectually, that 
liftening to the interiour voice of his grace, fhe faw the abo- 
minable filth and miferies in which me was plunged, was 
filled with confufion, and horrour, and conceived the mo ft 
fmccre deteftation of her ingratitude and bafenefs. Our Lord 
went to the banquet in great joy to wait for this foul, which 
he himfelf had fecretly wounded with his holy love, and 
which he was pleafed to draw to him in the midft of a great 
aflcmbly that by her publick repentance fhe might repair the 
fcandal fhe had given, and he might give to all fucceeding ages 
an illuftrious inftance of his mercy towards all repenting Tin- 
ners. She begun her converfion by entering into hcrfelf. As 
her fall was owing to inconfidcration, fo doubtlefs her fir ft ftcp 
towards repentance was ferious reflection on the mifcry of her 
prefent condition, the happinefs fhe had forfeited, and the pu- 
mfhment fhe was to expect. From thefe conliderations flic 
raifed her thoughts to others higher and more noble, thofe of 
divine love, reflecting who He is whom flic had bafcly of- 
fended, and how execflive and incomprehenliblc his goodnefs 
i-S which fhe had fo long and fo bafcly flighted. This motive 
of love to which Chrift afcribed her converfion, drew from her 
eyes a torrent of tears, and made her cry out with the prodi- 
gal fon, that fhe had finned againft heaven. That model of 
true penitents forgot his corporal miferies and all other circmri- 
il.mces of his fall, being full of this reflection alone how hi: 

coukl 

£2) Job 20, * a , 
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could be capable of offending fo good a parent. He acknowledged 
himfelf unworthy to be again called a child : yet deferred not a 
moment to reftore his heart to him whom he owed it, and 
confiding in his indulgence threw himfelf upon his meicy, 
hoping by his goodnefs to be admitted among his hired fer- ! 
vants. In the like difpofitions does our penitent raife her heart 
to God. She hearkens not to the fuggeftions of worldly pru- , 
dence which might fee in to require forne time for deliberation, ' 
for fettling her concerns, or for taking proper meafures about her 
converfion itfelf : the leaft delay appears to her a new crime, 
a frefli aggravation of her misfortune. She was informed that 
our Divine Redeemer was at table in the houfe of the Pharifce, 
She did not fo much as think of the difgrace to which flic ex- 
expofed herfelf by appearing before a numerous and honoura- 
ble aflembly, of the reproaches and difdain flie was to expefl 
from the Pharifee, or the fear of moving Chrift himfelf to in- 
dignation by an unfeafonable importunate addrefs. One mo- 
ment's delay in feeking her Phyfician fcemed too much, be- 
caufe her heart was now wounded with divine love. Sinners 
who in returning to God think too nicely that they have tem- 
poral interefts to provide for, friends to pleafe, and opportunities 
to wait for, are far from the difpofitions of this happy peni- 
tent. She found mercy becaufe me fought ft before all things. 
Had {he dallied with grace, it would have been juflly 
withdrawn : had {he been for compounding with her paflions, 
they would have again enflaved her more ftrongly than ever, 
She found all difficulties vanifh in a moment, becaufe her con- 
verfion was fincere and perfect : by one fteady refolution the 
work is done. What farther deliberation can one that has 
jinned require, than that the gate of mercy is yet open to him ? 
Jet him at all rates make hafte to find it, though for this he 
fliould facrifice every thing clfc. So infupportable to this holy 
penitent was the flench of her own filth, and the load of* her 
guilt, that flic could not defer the remedy an hour longer to 
wait for a better opportunity, or to inquire if our Lord was at 
lcifurc to hear her : and a firm confidence in his boumllus 
mercy was her encouragement, anil her flrong alllirancu that 
he would not rejett her tears. When the prodigal fon LuJ jo 
himfelf: / will wife*, and will go to my Father, we might 
have a iked him, lays St. Peter Chryfologus, what he truflcd to tot 
his pardon ? upon what he grounded his confidence ? upon what ■ 
hope or afiurance he prefunicd to appear in the prcfence ol h" nl ! 
whom he had fo heinoufly offended ? Mis anfwer would have 
been: " This is the allured grounds o( my confidence, that. 
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? ee rank of his fon : but he hath not loft the quality or ufft'&.ioti 
of a parent. I want no ftranger to intercede with a father. 
. < ; The tender affection of his own breaft pleads- powerfully 
« within him, and is" fare to incline him in my favour. FJis pa- 
« ternal bowels are moved, and yearn toreftore to a foh by par- 
« don that life which he formerly gave him bv birth [f>\ 97 Tn like 
fentiments this penitent woman fteks her Almighty Pby fician, 
profefling hcrfelf altogether undeferving and unworthy of mer- 
cy, and therefore alleges nothing on her iide to recommend 
her to his Compaflion except only that fhc was the work of his 
hands, though an unnatural and rcbeliious child, in who mi 
that title was only a grievous exaggeration of her guri'lt : but fho 
confidently appeals to his infinite goodnefs and mercy, and bogs 
that for his own fake he will fave her, in whom he /{ill di'lco- 
vers, fhough frightfully disfigured, the traces of his divinti 
image which his own omnipotent hand had formed- ancj 
which it is in his power eafily to repair and per feci:. 

In thefe difpofitions {he bolted into the chamber where Jefus 
was at dinner w;th the Pharifce, and regardlefs of what o- 
thers thought or faid of her pa ft life or of her prefent bold- 
nels (c)> (he made up to her Redeemer and Physician, She 
Vol. III. durff 
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durft not appear before his face, and therefore went behind 
him : and the nearer fhe approached his facred perfon ftreams 
gufhed more abundantly from her eyes. She refle&ed how 
bafely fhe had defiled and fought to deftroy her own foul, and 
how impioufly fhe had robbed Chrift of many other fouls 
whilft he was come from heaven, and was ready to facrifice 
himfeif on the crofs, for her and them : and at this and other 
like confiderations fhe was not able to moderate her grief. 
The inward confufion fhe felt at the fight of her fins and bafe- 
nefs, made her defpife all the confufion which fhe could receive 
before men, or rather rejoice in it to meet that contempt which 
fhe acknowledged herfelf mod juftly to deferve from all crea- 
tures. Attentive only on Chrift from whom fhe fought her 
health and falvation, Handing at his feet, fhe watered them 
with her tears, wiped them with her hair, rnoft refpecl- 
fully kiffed them, and anointed them with rich perfumes and 
fweet fcented eflences which fhe had brought in an alabaftcr 
box. She now defaces or confecrates to penance whatever had 
formerly been an inftrument of fin ; her eyes which had been 
full of dangerous charms, are now converted into fountains of 
fcsars to cleanfe the ftains of her foul : and her hair, once drefTed 
in trefies and curls to enfnare fouls, now hangs loofe and difhe- 
veled, and ferves for a towel to wipe our Lord's feet, which 
fhe kifles with her lips, and feen'ts with her perfumes, for- 
merly the incentives of vice. The penitent muft confecratc 
his riches to Chrift in the poor which are His feet : muft em- 
p'oy his eyes in tears, and his lips in fupplieations for mercy, 
a id muft make all that ferveto charity and mortification which 
before ferved feif-love. Thefe exteriour offerings muft be ac- 
companied with the interiour facrifice of the heart, by humble 
confidence in the divine mercy, by lively faith and ardent love, 
with which the foul of a finner approaches to JeftisS, and is 
reconciled to him. Our holy penitent prepared as it were an 
altar at the feet of our Lord, on which fhe offered to him the 
t ue facrifice of a contrite and humble heart. There lofing 
toe ufe of her fpeech whilft grief intercepted her words, ihe 
fpokc only by her tears : but before Him to whom the fecieU 
of hei heart were open, thefe fighs, and this filcnce itfclf was 
a louder cry than that of any words could have ' been. J ' 1US 
fhe earner! J y begged or Ciod's pure mercy that pardon, which 

fYe(l went than a meal ; on f aft- breux. floury. IW cents 
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iheconfelTed herfelf moft unworthy to obtain. Jefus who had 
him/elf infpired her with thefe difpofitioas, cafl on her a fa.v 
vourable eye of mercy. He was come to the Pharifee's ban- 
quet exulting with holy joy, which fprung from his foreknow- 
ledge of the convernon of this foul ; the main fpring of all 
he did and fufFered on earth being that infatiable third for the 
fid vat ion of finners which brought him from heaven, and 
which was not to be fatisfied but by hisfufferings on the croft* 
and by the laft drop of his blood poured out for them upon it* 
In thefe fentiments he had teftified that it was his delight to 
con verfe with finners, out of companion for their miferies, 
being defirous to draw them out of that guJph into which 
they had blindly plunged themfelves. This he expreffed by 
many moving parables, efpecially that of the prodigal fon, 
where he paints his mercy in the ftrongefl colouring by the 
manner in which he reprefents the good old father receiving 
him upon his return. From the time of his going aftray the 
tender parent never allowed himfelf any refpite in his tears, in- 
quiries and fearch : at length from an eminence on which he 
looked about on every fide Rill hoping he fhould one day fee 
him return, he defcried him at a diftance. He faw only a 
disfigured, languifhing and frightful fpectre 5 the wretched, 
remains of a debauchee and rake worn out by riots and 
revclings : his features horrid and defaced, his body re- 
fcmhling a walking /keleton, but half-covered with a few 
' filthy rags. Yet, under this difguifc, his eye, directed by 
love, difcovered him at a great diihmce, and before any other 
could fee him, knew that it was his fon. Far from being dif- 
gulled at fuch a fpeclacle, he ran to meet him, affecYion giv- 
ing vigour to his enfeebled age. .He remembered no longer his 
pail behaviour, but rufhing to his embraces kuTed him, and 
bathed his head and face with floods of tears which joy 
drew from his eyes, and which he mingled with the tears 
of finccre grief and affection which the penitent fon abun- 
dantly poujed forth. The good father wiped them off his 
face, prevented his confufion, rcftorcd him to his former 
rank, called for, and gave him the heft robe, a ring upon 
jhta finger (a fymbol of dignity) and fhoes on his feet- 
I He, moreover, ordered a fatted calf to be forthwith killed., 
and gave a fplendid entertainment with muficlc, inviting all 
(to icjoice with him and make merry, bccaujfe his fon whom 
lie lamented an dead was come to life again, and he that 
Irad been lofi was found. If the birth oi this fon when lie 
*as fu/l hi ought into life, had been to him a fubjedi of 
6' eat juy, how much more rcafou had he to rejoice feeing hi its, 

I 
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now reftored by a fecond birth fo much the more joyful, as it 
wiped away his tears, and changed his grievous for row into 
comfort? Thus doth our loving God and Redeemer receive 
the penitent finner : thus is there joy in heaven upon one 
finner that doth penance* The Holy Ghoft clothes him 
with the robe of fanclifying grace, puts a ring on his 
hand, the emblem of his divine gifts, and gives fhoes to his 
feet, that is, fortifies him with ftrength to tread on the veno- 
mous afpick and bafilifk, and to trample upon the raging lion 
and dragon. 

The Pharifee who had invited Jefus to his table, was fbock- 
ed to fee an infamous finner well known in that city, admit- 
ted by our Lord to ftand at his feet; and fecretly faid within 
himfelf that He could not be a prophet, or know that flic was 
a fcandalous perfon. To inculcate our ftricT: obligation of 
fhunning bad company, God commanded all intimacy with 
publick finners to be avoided, left the found fhould be infe&ed 
by the contagion of their vices. The haughty Pharifees con- 
ftrued this law according to the falfe maxims of their pride, 
as if it were a part of virtue to defpife finners, and as if that 
refpe<5l and charity which we owe to all 'men, were not due to 
fuch. But the humble man whilft he fhuns the fnare of 
wicked company, places himfelf below the worft of finners, 
as the moft ungrateful of all creatures ; difcharges all offices 
of charity, and fpares neither tears nor pains to reclaim 
thofe that are gone aftray. The contempt of any one is al- 
ways the height of pride, which degrades a man in the fight 
of God beneath that finner whom he undervalues. This was 
the cafe of the Pharifee. And fuch was the difordcr of his 
pride that it betrayed him into a rafh judgment by which he 
condemned a penitent who was then a faint, and arraigning 
the goodnefs and mercy of God blafphemoufly cenfured the 
fan&ity of our Redeemer. Nothing is more wonderful in the 
conduct of the Son of God on eaith than the patience and 
mccknefs with which he bore the contradictions, murmuring* 
and blafphemics of men in mofl unjuftly condemning his cha- 
rity itfelf. We cannot form any idea unlcfs we have expe- 
rienced it, what foicc fuel 1 injurious treatment has to make 
men abandon the good which they have begun, and ccafc bc- 



flowing favours on thofe that murmur again!* them. V J 
has cncounifrcd us by his example to this heroick practice ot 
virtue, teaching us that the moft effectual means of confound- 



ing flandcrcrs is to inftrudl them by iilence, mceknefs, pent- 
verance in t*oai\ works, and a conflant return of iincere w 

/offices - s hcVhews how we mutt Hill perfevere flccHaflly t" ,( ' 
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aulatc our intentions and actions according to the maxims of 

piety, and give ourfelves no trouble about what men will fay 
of us. Chrift fought indirectly by a parable to cure the pride 
and ra(h judgment of this Pharifee, and convince him that ftie 
to whom much had been forgiven, then Joved God the more ; 
confequently was more acceptable to him. Some interpreters 
underftand his words, that much was forgiven this penitent, 
becaufe her love and forrow were great and iincere : others take 
the meaning to be, that gratitude would make her after this 
mercy more fervent in love. Each interpretation is undoubt- 
edly true y but, as A Lapide {hews, the firft feems moft agree- 
able to the context. The converfion of finners is ufually be- 
oun by motives of fear, but is always perfected by thole of 
love : and the fervour of their love will be the meafure of the 
grace which they will receive. By the love of vanity the 
foul falls from Chrift, and by his divine love fhe returns to 
him. How fervent was this love in our devout penitent ! By 
it Hie is become at once infenfible of the reproaches and judg- 
ment of men : fhe defers not her facrifice a fingle moment, 
and allows not herfelf the leaft mitigation in it : fhe cuts off all 
her engagements, extirpating them to the very root both in 
her heart and actions - y fhe renounces for ever all dangerous oc- 
cafions of her diforders. With what courage and refolutiort 
does fhe embrace all the moft heroick practices of penance ? 
con foiling publickly her crimes, looking upon the utmoft hu- 
miliation as her due and her gain, and as falling far fhort of 
what flie deferves , chaftifing fin in herfelf without mercy in 
order to excite the divine companion, making the number and 
enormity of her fins the meafure of her penance, or rather 
defiring to fet no bounds to it, as the malice of her offences 
went beyond all bounds ; and devoting the remainder of her 
life to tears, prayer and every exercHe of virtue and divine 
love. She is the firft to confefs Jefus Chrift publickly before 
men, and in the prefence of his enemies. By thefe clifpofitions 
flie defer ved that her Lord jfhould take upon him her defence, 
and declare himfelf her protector : happy are thofe finners who 
hy the lincerity and fervour of their repentance will have at the 
hill day their Judge, Redeemer and God for their advocate 
and patron ! The firft and moft important grace which the 
church teaches us in her litany moft carnellly to afk of God, is 
that He vouchfufe, in his mercy, to bring us to this true pe- 
nance. 

To fhew mercy is the property and the favourite attribute of 
our divine Redeemer. Tinder is not fo foon kindled by fire 
When applied to it, as the divine mercy blots out all fin when it 

Q. 3 is 
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Js implored with a heart full of confufion and truly penitent, 
Jlence Chrift allured this humble firmer that her offences were 
cancelled, and that her lively faith animated by ardent charity, 
which drew from her eyes tears of repentance, had faved her. 
And he infured to her that folid and happy peace which is the 
fruit of fuch a repentance. He, moreover, gave the Phari- 
fee fenfible proofs how much her fervour and penance furpaf. 
fed in the fight of God his pretended juftice and charity, 
though it were prefumed real. Perfeverance in this fervour 
completed her happinefs. Gratitude to God for fo great a 
jnercy, and fo diftinguifhing a grace was to her a frefh fpur to 
advance every day in this love with greater ardour and fidelity. 
Thus the greater the debts were which had been forgiven her, 
the more earneftly fhe ftrove with all her powers to love Him 
who vouchfafed to accept her humble facritxee. This fame 
jnotive of gratitude ought to have no lefs weight with thofe 
who, by God's fingular grace, have always preferved their in- 
nocence. For whether God fhevvs mercy by pardoning fins 
or by preventing them in us, we are totally indebted to Him 
for the grace which we receive. Upon this great principle, St. 
Auftin addrefies the Pharifee who defpifed our holy penitent, 
in the following words (3) : O Pharifee ! to fay you are lefs in- 
debted to the divine mercy, becaufe' lefs was forgiven you, 
* c is a capital ingratitude and pride. . «, . For by whom were 
c f vou preferved from thofe crimes which you did not com- 
*? mit ? One who hath finned much, ft and s indebted for the 
gracious pardon of exceeding great debts. Another who 
hath finned lefs, owes to God the benefit that he hath not 
* c defiled himfelf with grievous fins. You have not fallen into 
? c adultery : but God fayeth to you : It is owing to me who 
f c governed and protected you. If no tempter ever enticed 
fi< you, this was the efTedt of my fpecial care and providence 
in your favour. If you efcaped the occafions of dangers 
fit from time and place, this likewife was ordained by mc. 
?f I'ci haps a temptation and an opportunity of finning oc- 
rc cm red : yet I withheld you by vvholeforne fear, that you 
did not confent to the evil. You are indebted to me ior 
* c jour preservation from all the crimes which you did not 
<c commit : ior there is no fin that one man commit utli, 
? c which, another per ion might not commit if he were not 
f c preferred by him who made man." We cannot fufticiently 
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admire and prajfe the excefs of the divine goodnefs towards 
men who were born children of wrath, and veffels of weak- 
nefs and corruption. Wonderful is his mercy in thofe whom 
he preferves from the contagion of vice or mortal fin : but its 
influence appears with the greatefl luftre in finners whom by- 
repentance it not only cleanfes from their guilt, but exalts to 
the hi°;heft places in his favour. Of this our fervent penitent 
is an inftance, who after her converfion fur parted others in the 
ardour of her charity, with which fhe gave herfelf up entirely 
to the fervice of her Redeemer. 

St. Clement of Alexandria, St. Gregory the Great and ma- 
ny other writers both ancient and modern doubt not but this 
penitent was Mary Magdalen, of whom St. Luke makes firfl 
mention in the following chapter. This furname feems to 
have been given her from Magdala, a town mentioned by Jo- 
fephus, or rather from Magdalum, both fituated in Gali- 
lee (d). She was by extraction a Galilaean, and is reckoned 
among the devout women who followed Chrifr. from Galilee. 
St. Luke after fpeaking of the converfion of her that had been 
afinner, fays (4) that certain women who had been cured of 
wicked fpirits and infirmities followed Chrilr. in his travels 
through Galilee, and up to Jerufalem, and aflifted him with 
their fubftance : and our Lord received fuch good offices from 
them, to give them an occafion of exercifing a gratitude and 
chanty with which he was well pleafed. Among thefe, the cvan- 
geiiil names Mary Magdalen out of whom our Lord had 
call feven devils, Joanna the wife of Chufa Herod's fteward, 
and one Sufanna. St. Gregory the Great, Lightfoot and 
tome others, by thefe feven devils underftand feven capital 
vices, of which Magdalen was cured by her converfion : but 
Maldonat, Grotius and others doubt not but fhe had been 
literally poflcflcd by feven evil fpirits, by whom fhe might be 
agitated at intervals, and which were call forth at her conven- 
tion. Gratitude and devotion having attached her to our Divine 
Redeemer after Co great a benefit, fhe followed himalmoft where* 
ever he went, that file- might have an opportunity of liftcning 
to all his facred inflruclions. and of cxerciling her charity m 

0^4 mil littering 

(4) Luke viii, 2. (5) Horn. 35. 



(A) Ferrari us, Daniel, Sanfon, Calmet and Mnnfieur Robert 

ap.ree in placing the caille of Magdaluin, near the Lake of Gene- 
iaietli called the fea of Galilee, 
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mini fieri ng to him of her fubftance (e). She attended him in 
his facred paflion, and ifood und^r the crofs on Mount Cal- 
vary. For her to arrive at the fummit of divine love, it was 
fl'ary fhe fhould pa r s through the fharpeft trials. 4< No 
one fax. Thomas a Kempis wat. highly rapt whofe fidelity 
w s not' fooner or later put to the tell. For he is not worthy 
* c of the high contemplation of God who hath not, for God's 
4t lake, been excrcifed with fome tri. u .Uion. Aiid the thai 
4C (Tninrr before is ufually a fign of enfuing con(b)ation." 
]V! iTV (Vi jo-Jalen forfook not her Redeemer after his death; 
hut- remained by his fncred body, was prefent at its iiacr- 
mi-.it, as id having relkd on the fabbath from iunfet on 
Friday to fui fct on Saturday-, as foon as the feftival was over 
we..t to buy (pics in order to embalm our Lord's body. 
tln\ ing made all things ready, in company with other devout 
women fhe let out verv early the nexr morning with the 
fpic-'y, before it was light, and arrived at the fepulche juft 
whan the fun was rifen (5). As they went they were anxi- us 
h»-w they fnould get the heavy ftom:, which (hut up the door 
of the monument, taken away : but upon their arrival found 
it removed to their .hands. God never fails to be with hi fer- 
\-rints in what they undertake for his honour : and the uirficul- 

jties whether real or imaginary with the appxehcnllon of which 

the 



(5) Maik. xvi. z. Luke xxiv. 1. John xx. 1. 



f e ) Some take Mary Mag- 
dalen to' be the Inter of Martha 
and Lazarus, of whom men- 
tion is made in the hie of 6t. 
lUartha. When j > - f u s , fix days 
before his pailion, fupped in the 
L ale of Simon I'm named the 
Lcpei\ whilll Martha waited on 
him, and Lazarus iat at table, 
]VIary anointed his fe<r-t ant] head 
with precious oiii'tniem which 
fhe had brought in au alabailer 
box. The C Leeks and Romans 
praciifed the lame cuiuhii of 
uJing fw..et id sited < intments at 
LuHp.au. Judas lfcari'»t mur- 
11 »;,id at this ai'-'iou out u f covet- 
oulue'', pretending the pnc<: of 
tin; oitiaiu'M. had be:rer been 
f'iven tn the poor. JJut |Hus 
Cuiiiuicnded Alaiy's devotion. 



faid that her action would be a 
fubjc'V* of admiration and edifi- 
cation wherever his gofpcl fliould 
be preached, and declared that 
{he had by it advanced the ce- 
remony of embalming his body 
for h.s burial. Though Chriit 
ha., fubriiui'ed the poor in his 
Head, to be tuceonred by us in 
tli em : yet he is well plcnfed 
when ehaiity con (cerates fomis 
part of our riches to his ex- 
ternal vvoriliip, to whom ut: 
owe all that we poflefs. I>uC 
nothing can be more odious 
than for mini Hers of the altar 
with ludas to cover avauce un- 
der a eloalc of zeal. See Job" 
xm. 1, 2, 3. Mat. *xvn 6. 

JViaik juv. 
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the devil attempts to difcourage them, are baniftied by confidence 
and refolution, and vanifli as lhadows in the execution. The pi- 
ous women looked into the fepulchre, and finding the body not 
there, Mary Magdalen ran to inform Peter and the other difciple 
whom Jefus loved, and faid to them : " They have taken a- 
" wav the Lord out of the fepulchre, and I know not where 
" they have laid him." SS. Peter and J\ hn ran immediately to 
the fepulchre, and were th re a fibred by the holy woi.en who 
were at the door of the monument, that going in th_:y had 
feen two angels clad in white fbining apparel, and that one of 
them who far at the right hand of the place wheie the body had 
laid, bid them not to fear, but to acquaint the apofties th t 
Jeius was rifen, fhewini:; them at the fame time the place where 
his body had been laid. Peter and John having nzirjov ly 
viewed the fepulchre, doubted no longer of what was i,«U 
them, and in great aftonittiment returned 10 Jerufalem to the 
o her difciples. Mary Magdalen continued at the monument 
bemoaning hcrfelf for not being able to fee her Redeemer, ei- 
ther dead or alive. Not being able to :i flu age the violence of 
her grief and of her deflre to fee her Loid, (he flood weeping 
w.thout the door of the fepulchre. The en'rance being low 
a id narrow fhe flooped down to look into it again and 
again, and beheld the two angels in wnite, one of them fit- 
ting at the place where Jefus's head L)', and the other at the 
feet, who thus accolted her: ct Woman, why weepclr thou ?** 
She replied : cc Becaufe they have t^ken away my Lord, and I 
c know not where they have laid him." ivs foon as fhe had 
faid this, (he turned about, and faw Jefus himfelf Handing by 
her, but took him for the ^ardiner. He afked her why fhe 
wept, and whom flie fought " She faid to him : 44 >ir, if 
" thou haft taken him hence tell me where thou haft laid him, 
<c and I will take him away/' According to the remark of 
St. Bernard and of St Thomas of Villa Nova, love made her 
not to name him, becaufe bvmo; full of Him alone, fhw ima- 
gined every body clfe muft be fo too, and that this ft ranger 
mud underfland of whom flic fpokc. Love alfo made her for- 
gather own weaknefs, and think hcrfelf able to cany a heavy 
corpfe, provided flic could be f > happy any way as to lervc her 
lieloved : for to ai dent 'ove nothing feems impoflii le or d.f- 
ficuh. Jefus infinitely pleafed with her cariwdncfs and love 
inanilcfled himfclf to her, faying with his fweet anil miable 
v.Mce : Mary ! She turning faid : Rabboni, that is, Matter. And 
ca 'Uig hcrfelf at his feet in tranfports of devotion vould 
li 'Ve embraced them. Jhit Teius f.iid 10 her : c< Do not Couch 
u 111c - 9 for L have not yet attended to my Father : but go to 

" my 
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<c my brethren, and tell them, that I afcend to my Father 
and your Father, to my God and your God." That is, my 
Father by nature, yours by grace, fays St. Auftin. He ball 
her make hafte to carry his meflage to his beloved difciples fa 
their fpeedy comfort, and not lofe time in giving demonftra. 
t'wns of her reverence and love. St. Leo explains thefe words 
of our Lord as follows (6) : " It is not a time to demons 
* c fixate your affection for me in fuch a manner as if I were 
* c in a mortal ftate : I am with you but for a fhort time, to 
cc ftrengtheh your faith. When I {hall have afcended to my 
" Father, then you fhall again poflefs me for eternity" Thus 
Mary Magdalen out of whom Jefus had caft feven evil fpirits, 
was the firft that faw Him after his riling from the dead. I n 
obedience to his commands fhe immediately departed to ac- 
quaint the apoftlcs with this joyful meflage (7). The other 
devout women who had feen the angels at the fepulchre, in 
their return to Jerufalem, were alfo favoured with an apparition 
of our Lord. He having met and faluted them, they probated 
themfelves at his feet, and embraced them, worfhipping him, 
though they were greatly afraid (8). Jefus bid them not fear, 
but <k> and tell his brethren that he would go before them into 
Galilee, where they ftiould fee him (d). 

It is an ancient popular tradition of the inhabitants of Provence 
in France that St. Mary Magdalen, or perhaps Mary the filter of 
Lazarus, St. Martha, and St. Lazarus with fome other difci- 
ples of our Lord, after his afcenfion being expelled by the Jews, 
r put 

(6) vSt. Leo Serm. 2, de Afcens. (7) John xx. Calmet 

Vie de J. C. ch. 57. (8) Mat. xxvih. 9. Lukexxiv. 10. 



{d) Certain Greek writers 
who lived in the feventh or later 
ages, tell us that after the af- 
cenfion of our Lord, St. Mary 
Magdalen accompanied the B. 
Virgin and St. John to Ephcfus, 
and died and was buried in that 
city. This is affirmed by Mo- 
deitus, patriarch of Jerufalem in 
920 (9) and by St. Gregory of 
Tours. St. Willibald, in the 
account of his pilgrimage to Je- 
rufalem fays that her tomb was 
ffiewn him at Ephcfus. Simeon 
J_.ogoth.eta mentions that the em- 



perourLeo the Wife caufed her re- 
licks to be tranflated from Ephc- 
fus to Conftantinople, and laid in 
the church of St. Lazarus, about 
the year 890. But thefe modern 
Greeks might perhaps confound 
Mary the filter of the Blefll-cJ \ n- 
gin, or fome other Mary among 
thole that are mentioned in the 
gofpcl with Mary Magdalen. 
The reliclcs fhewn in the mo- 
nailery at Ve'/.elay in Btugim'ly 
may be a portion of the body of -t# 
Mary Magdalen, or of fome otlut 
Mary mentioned in the goJpt'i> 



(9) Horn, in Marias Unjjucnta fcrcntcs, 
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put to Tea, and landed fafe at Marfeilles, of which church 
they were the founders, St. Lazarus being made the firft bifhop 
of that city f io). The relicks of thefe faints were difcovered 
in Provence in the thirteenth century, thofe of St. Mary Mag- 
dalen at a place now called St. Maximin's, thofe of St. Mar- 
tha at Tarafcon upon the Rhone, and others in St. Victor's at 
Marfeilles. They were authentically proved genuine by many 
monuments found with them in thefe feveral places. Charles I. 
king of Naples, and brother of St. Lewis was at that time fove- 
reign count of Provence ; but he being then in Naples engaged 
in war with the houfe of Arragon, his fon Charles of Anjou, 
prince of Salerno, governed Provence. This prince was beaten 
at fea by the fleet of the king of Arragon in 1284, and taken 
prifoner, and though his father died the year following he 
could not recover his liberty before the year 1288. He afcribed 
his deliverance to the interceilion of our faint, the difcovery of 
whofe relicks had excited his devotion to her : he had already 
founded the church of St Maximin's upon the fpot where they 
were difcovered, and a/lifted at the fblemn translation of them 
in 1279- He committed this royal foundation to the Domini- 
can friars, and the prior who is nominated by the king, is ex- 
empt from the ordinary jurifdi<5hon both of the archbijfhop of 
Aix, and of the immediate fuperiours of his Order. The chief 
part of the relicks of this faint was tranflated from the fubter- 
raneous chapel in the middle of this church, and being put in 
a porphyry urn, the prefent of pope Urban VIII. was placed 
over the high altar. King Lewis XIV. and the principal no- 
blemen of his court were prefent at this tranflation which was 
performed with great 'pomp in 1660. The faint's head with 
many other relicks, remains in the fubterraneous chapel : it is 
fet in a gold cafe enchafed with large diamonds, and furmount- 
eu 1 with the royal crown of Charles II. ftyled king of Sicily or 
Naples. Before it, is a curious flatue of queen Anne of Bri- 
tany, on her knees, made of enamelled gold. Three leagues 
from St. Maximin's, towards Marfeilles, is a famous folitary 
eon vent of Dominicans, fituated on a very high rock, encompaf- 
fctl on every fide with wild deferts and mountains. It is callecf 
L'USainte Baumc ; which in the Provcnzal language fignifics Holy 
Cave. It was anciently a celebrated hermitage, and is a place 
now re for ted to by pilgrims, out of devotion to this glorious 
hint. Both Latins and Greeks keep the feflival of St. Mary 
)\la»clalen on the twenty- fecond of July : it is in fome places a, 

a holy day 
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holyday of precept, and was fuch formerly in England, a5 
appears from the council of Oxford in 1222. The pious cardi- 
nal Berulle was moft tenderly devoted to this great faint, 
whom he called his principal patronefs ; and nothing can be more 
affecting in fentiments of compunction and divine love than 
the difcourfes which he has left us in her honour. She is the 
excellent model of penitents. If we have finned why do not 
we by her example fpeedily lay hold of the fovereign remedy of 
penance ? If violent temptations, and terrible enemies Rem 
to ftand in our way 5 if the world allures us, if the devil fights 
fiercely againft us, and unbridled paflions are rebellious and 
clamorous, other penitents have couragcoufly furmounted 
greater cbfraclcs than we can meet with. God incites us no 
lefs than he did them, and he is no lefs ready to fight in us, 
and for us. Jefus holds out the crown to encourage us, and has 
already prepared the banquet of fpiritual joy and fweetnefs for 
«s at our return. If we arife in earnerl, he will come, and 
will make his folemn fupper in our foul : and there will be 
exultation and a voice refounding praife through the whole 
heavenly court. But we mull: never think our penance ac- 
complifhed, mull never put a flop to our tears folong as were' 
member that we have finned ; and God prolongs our life that 
we may continue to weep for our ingratitude in having of- 
fended him. 



On the fame DAY 



St. Vandrille or Wandregisilus, abbot of Fontcnclles, in 
Normandy He was nearly related to Pepin and Erchinoald, the 
two Jirft lords in the kingdom of Auftrafia, and in his youth was 
made count of the palace under Dagobert I. He was humble on 
the highcil pinnacle of honours, and mortified amidft plcafure*. 
To retrieve himfelf from the diffipation and other ill effc£b of winch 



hurry and much conversation with the world occafions, he frequently 
retired into his clofet, and there converfed much with God by <k- 
vout prayer, and with himfelf by fcrious confideration on his own 
duties, condition and fpiritual miferies. Jn compliance with tn- 
will of his parents he took to wife a virtuous and noble lady : 
on the very day of his marriage obtained her confent, that the/ 
mould both confecrate their virginity to God : which, they did 1.7 
n mutual vow on the fame day. Vandville took the nionaltick ha- 
bit at Montfaucon, an abbey then lately founded by St. Ilaiuh i. 
afterwards built a monaflery upon his own ellate called Milantf. 
Jn order to perfect himfelf in the moil approved rules and cxercile.- 
of an afcetick or monallick life, he took a journey to Hobio anu w 
Home. After his return into France he ipent ten years in the wo- 

naflcry of Romans, on the Here. After which ttmm, \viin J hc 
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kkfling of his abbot, he repaired to St. Oiicn, archbifhop of Rou- 
f en by whom he was forne time after ordained prieft. In 648, the 
ifylnt founded the famous monaftery of Fontenelles, five leagues be- 
low Rouen, in the territory of Caux, in which he in a fhoft time 
few hirnfclf at the head of three hundred monks. His life was al- 
>vavs molt auitere ; he llept little, was clad in Sdckcloth, and was 
mo ft fcrupuloufty exacl in all the exercifes of the monaltick rule, in 
which, he was well allured, the fanclifi cation of his iiate con- 
filled. He went to jeeeive the recompence of his labours on the 
twenty fecond of July, in 666, being ninety fix years old. — See his 
life in Mabillon, and in Bofch the Bollandilr,, Julii, T. 5. p. 253. 

St. Joseph of Paleftine, commonly called count Jofeph. The 
Jews, after the deftruclion of Jerufalem, eredled two academies, the 
one at Babylon, the other at Tiberias, a city on the lake of Gene- 
fare th, rebuilt by Herod, in honour of the emperour Tiberius. 
Both thefe fchools flourilhed till the Saracen empire over-ran thole 
countries. That of Tiberias produced the Maflbretes or Mafforetick 
doctors, fo famous for the invention of the vowel points in the 
Hebrew tongue, and their care in preferving the genuine text of 
the holy bible. Though the Jews then retained no fort of juris- 
diction or form of government, yet they chofe one among their 
chief doctors to whom they gave the title of patriarch or' prince of 
the captivity. The moll celebrated perfon who ever bore this ho- 
nour among them was Hillel, whofe name is nil! in great ve- 
neration with the Jews, and who was their mod learned oracle, 
and the principal founder and ornament of their academy at Ti- 
berias. This Hillel, a few days before his death, fent for a Chris- 
tian bifliop in the neighbourhood, under the character of a phy- 
iician, who ordered a bath to- be prepared in his chamber, as if 
it had been for his health, and baptized him in it. Hillel re- 
ceived the divine mylteries, and died. Jofeph, one of his aflift- 
ants, called Apoftoli, whofe life we are writing, was witnefs to 
this fecret tranfaclion, and having always been the confident of Hil- 
lel, had the care of his fon Judas who fuccccded him in the dig- 
nity of patriarch of the Jews. He found the holy gofpels in Hil- 
lei's treafure, and read them with incredible pleafure. The young 
patriarch fell into evil courfes, and employed magical arts to (educe 
aCl.rillian woman; but the hgn of the crofs made his charms of 
no effect.. Jofeph was furprifed to hear this prodigy. Me feemed 
in a dream one night to lee Chrift, and to hear from his mouth 
thefe words : 4< 1 am Jcftis whom thy fathers crucified ; believe in 
" me." He relifhed our holy faith more than ever, and going into 
Cilieia to collecl the tenths for the patriarch, he borrowed again 
the holy gofpels. The Jews, already diflatisficd with his conduct, 
finding him with this holy book, dragged him to their Synagogue, 
and cruelly Scourged him. They were preparing worfe treatment 
for him when the bifliop refcued him out of their lunula. Jofeph 
having already begun to Suffer lor Chrill, was Soon difpofcd to re- 
ceive baptifm. Conftantine the Great became mailer of the Kail in 
323. He gave Jofeph the title and rank of count, with authority 
to build churches over Palestine* wherever lie Ihuuld judge proper. 
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Jofeph began to raife one at Tiberias. The Jews employed many 
artifices to hinder the work, and flopped his lime-kilns from burn. 
5ng by irtchantments, bnt he making the fign of the crofs upon 3 
venel of water, and invoking the name of Jefus, poured it on the 
kilns, and the fire inllantly burft forth and burnt with great attivitv. 
Count Jofeph fhewed no Iefs zeal againft the Arians than agai-ift- 
the Jews, and both confpired together to perfecute him : buc he 
tvas protected by his dignity of count, which gave him a fup^-riour 
command and authority. Jofeph, however, when the emperour 
Conftantius perfecuted the orthodox prelates, retired from Tiberia3 
to the neighbouring city Scythopolis, where, in 355, he lodged St. 
Eufebius of Vercelli, banifhed by the Arians. His was the only 
catholick houfe in that town. He harboured many other ill ultrious 
fervants of God, and among the reft St. Epiphanins, who had from 
his own mouth the particulars here related. Jofeph was then fc- 
▼enty years of age. He died fbon after, about the year 3 96. The 
Greeks and Latins both mention his name in their martyrologies,— 
See St. Epiphanius hcer. 30. c. 4. Tillemont, T. 7. Flcury, 1. u. 

n. 35. 
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St. Apollinaris, Bp. of Ravenna, M. 

See Pinius in the Afts of the Sai?its y Julii, T. 5. p. 329. 

ST. Apollinaris was the firft bifliop of Ravenna. . Bede, in 
his true martyrology, fays that he fat twenty years, and 
was crowned with martyrdom in the reign of Vefpafian. His 
a£ts fay that he was a difciple of St. Peter, and made by hint 
bifliop of Ravenna. Though their authority deferves little re- 
gard, this circumftance mult be allowed, being agreeable to 
the time, and fupportcd by. other authorities. St. Peter Chry- 
fologus, the mod illultrious among his fucccflbur.s, has left us 
a fermon in honour of our faint ( i ), in which he often ftyles him 
a martyr: but adds, that though he frequently fpilt portions oi 
his blood for the faith, and ardently <lefired to lay down his life 
for Chrift, yet God prcferved htm a long time to his church, 
and did not fufter the pcrfecutors to take away his life. So he 
feems to have only been a martyr by the torments he endured 
tor Chrift, which he furvived at lcaft fome days. His body lay 
at Claflis, four miles from Ravenna, ftill a kind of fulnirb to 

that city, and its fea -port, till it was choked up by the fainls. 

la 

(i ) Serm. \ ?* . 
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T the year 549, His relicks were removed into a more fecret 
ult in the fame church, as an infcription ftill extant there tef- 
tifics See Mabillon (a). St. Fortunatus exhorted his friends 
make pilgrimages to his tomb, and St. Gregory the Great 
ordered parties in doubtful fuits at law to be fworn before it. 
Pope Honorius built a church under his name in Rome about 
the year 630. It occurs in all martyrologies, and the high ve- 
neration which the church paid early to his memory is a fuffi- 
cient teftimony of his eminent fan&ity and apoftohek fpirit. 
The virtue of the faints was true and heroick becaufe humble 
and proof ao-ainft all trials. That of the heathen philofophers 
was lame, and generally falfe and counterfeit, whence Tertul- 
lian calls the latter, Traders in fame. " Where is now the 
fimilitude," fays he, tc between a philofopher and a Chri- 
- ftian? a difciple of Greece and of heaven ? a trader in fame, 
« and a faver of fouls ? (a) between a man of words, and a 
« man of works ? " And St. Jerom writes : « A philofopher 
« is an animal of fame, one who bafely drudges for the breath 
« of the people." (A) La£tantius feverely rallies Cicero, be- 
caufe though he was very fenfible of the vanity of the worfhip 
then eftabhTned, yet he would not have that truth told the 
people for fear of unhinging the religions of th eft ate. « Now 
" c what is tote done with a man," fays our Chrittian philofo- 
pher, « who knows himfelf in an crrour, yet wilfully dafhes 
« upon a rock, that the people may do fo too ? . . . who makes 
« no ufe of his wifdom for the regulation of his life, but en- 
tangles himfelf to enfnare others, whom, as the wifer per- 
fon, he was obliged to refcue from crrour. But, O Cicero, 



(C 



" if you have any regard for virtue, attempt rather to deliver 
« the people out of ignorance. It is a noble enterprifc, and 



worthy all your powers of eloquence. Never fear but your 
oratory will hold out in fo good a caufe, which never- failed 
you in the defence of fo many bad ones. Hut Socrates 's pn~ 
fun is the thing you dread : and therefore truth muft want a 
« patron. Eut certainly as a wife man you ought to defpife 
death in competition with truth; and you had fallen much 
more honourably by fpeaking well of truth, than for 
fpeaking ill of Antony : nor will you ever rife to that height 
ofo-lorjTby your Pliilippicks, as you would havo done by la- 
bouring to undeceive the world, and difpute the people into 

0 " their 

(2) Mab. Iter. Italic, p. 41. 

(«) Fuma mpociafor, et 'Vita:. Tert Apol. c. 46. 
(A) Vbihfbptius vjoruv etnivtx*, et f*p%laru aura vut manttftum; b, 
H cror; cp. ad Julian, 
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* 6 their fenfes." (3). The philofophers did not love truth well 
enough to fuffer for it. Plato difTembled, for fear of Sucrates's 
hemlock. But the Chriftian religion raifed its profeffors above 
all confiderations prefent, for the joy that was fet before them, * 

(3) La&ant. 1. de Origine Erroris, §. 3. 



On the fame Day 

St. Iihorius, Bp. of Mans, C. He was defcended of a noble 
Gaulifh family, and by his innocence and fanttity of life was re- 
commended to the priefthood in the church of Mans. He loved re- 
tirement and prayer, never eonverfed wilh feculars but on fpiritual 
accounts, and linked himself only with thofe among the clergy whofe 
aftions and words were iuch as might infpire him more and more 
with the fpirit of his irate. His difting.uimed learning and virtue 
fixed all eyes upon him, and in 348, he was chofen fourth bifhop 
of Mans. Indefatigable in all the functions of hib charge, he prayed 
and failed much, and was mod attentive in fuccouring the necefii. 
ties of the poor, by that means to draw down the blefling of God 
zipon himfclf and his flock. He built and endowed many new 
churches in his diocefs, and having governed it forty nine years, 
died about the year 397. His remains were tranflated to Padtr- 
born in 836, and he is honoured as patron of that city. — See Tiile- 
mont, T. to. p. 307. Fleury, 1. 28. n. 61. p. 495. 



JUL Y 24. 

St. LUPUS, BiOiop of Troyes, C. 

From his ancient accurate Ufs extant in Suritts, and illtiflrated ivita 
votes h J'\ Bo'cb, the Boilandifi \ Jtdis, T. 7. p. 19. See aft 



Cciliiery T. j 5. p a 40. 



J. D. 478. 



■ 

CT. Lupus, called in French St. Lew, was born of a rmb'c 
family a« Tnul, and being learned and eloquent, pk-iidt-d 
at the bur fez fn me years w ih great reputation. He marncJ 
Pi men iota, \ virtuous lifter of ht. Hilary of Ark's. Adei lix 
ycdxs fpent iii holy wedlock, fired with an ardent defne o\ lervii^ 
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God with greater perfection, they parted by mutual confenf 9 
ami made a mutual vow of perpetual continence. Lupus be- 
took himfelf to the famous abbey of Lerins, then governed by 
St. Honoratus. He Jived there a year, and added many auste- 
rities to thofe prefcribed by the rule, yet always regulated his 
fervour by the advice of St. Honoratus. He fold great part 
of his eftate for the benefit of the poor, when he renounced 
the world. After the firft year, when St. Honoratus was made 
bifnop of Arle>, he went to Macon in Bui gundy to difpofe o£ 
an eftate he had left there, in charitable ufes. He was prepar- 
ing to return to Lerins when he was met by the deputies of the 
church of Troyes, which, upon the death of St. Urfus, in 
426, had chofen him bifhop. His refinance was to no pur- 
pofe, and he was confecrated by the prelates of the province of 
Sens. In this dignity he continued the fame practices of hu- 
mility, mortification, and as much as poflible even of poverty. 
He never v/ore any other garments than a fackcloth and a fingle 
tunlck, lay upon boards, and allotted every fecond night entire 
to watching in prayer. He often pafTed three days without tak- 
ing any nourifhment, and after fo rigorous a fa ft allowed him- 
felf nothing but a little barley bread. Thus he lived above 
twenty years ; labouring at the fame time in all his paftoral 
functions with a zeal worthy an apoftle. About the latter end 
of the fourth century, Pelagius, a Britifli monk, and Ce3eflius 9 
a Scot, broached their hercfy in Africa, Italy and the Eaft, de- 
nying the corruption of human nature by original fin, and the 
neceflity of divine grace. One Agricula, a difciplc of thefe 
Jicrefiarchs, had fpread this poifon in Britain. The catholickc 
addrefled them (elves to their neighbours the bifhops of Gaul ? 
bee<rin«i; their a (ft (lance to check the growing; evil. An afU-xn- 
bly of bifliops, probably held at Aries, in 42.9, deputed St. 

Gcrmanus of Auxerrc, and St. Lupus of Troyes, to go over 
into our ifland to oppofe this mifchief. The two holy payors, 
burning with zeal for the glory of Chiifl, accepted the conimif« 
iron the more willingly as it feemed laborious and painful. 
They came over, and entirely banifhed the herefy by their 
players, preaching and miracles. St. Lupus, after his rctui n v 
fet himfelf with frefli vigour to reform the manners of his own 
(lock. In this he difplayed fo threat puidencc ami piety, tha'' 
St, Sidonius Apollinaris calls him, ct The father of fathers and 
bifhop of bifliops, the chief of the Clallican prelates., the rule 
of manners, the pillar of truth, the friend of G<>d, and t.lie 
w intercelfor to him for men." (1) lie fpaied nu pains to hwa 

{ 1 ) K. 6. ep. * > 
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one loft fheep, and his labours were often crowned with a fuo 
cefs which Teemed miraculous. Among other inftances it is 
recorded that a certain perfon of his diocefs, named Gallus, 
had forfaken his wife and withdrawn to Clermont. St. Lu- 
pus could not fee this foul perifh, but wrote to St. Sidonius* 
then bifhop of Clermont, a ftrong letter fo prudently tempered 
with fweetrtefs, tliat Gallus by reading it was at once terrified 
and perfuaded, and immediately fet out to return to his wife. 
Upon which St. Sidonius cried out: " What is more wonder- 
* 6 ful than a fmgle reprimand, which both affrights a firmer 
* 6 into compunction, and makes him love his cenfor !" This 
letter of St. Lupus and feveral others are loft : but we have one 
by ' which he congratulated Sidonius upon his promotion to his 
fee, having patted from a fecular prefecture or government to 
the epiicopacy, which charge he fhews to be laborious, diffi- 
cult and dangerous. He ftrongly exhorts him, above all things, 
to humility. This letter was wrote in 471, and is given us 
by D'Achery (2J. God at that time afflicled the weftern em- 
pire with grievous calamities, and Attila with a numberlefs 
army of Hunns overran Gaul, calling himfelf, c< The fcourge 
of God," to punifh the fins of the people. Rheims, Cam- 
bray, Befanzon, Auxerre and Langres had already felt the ef- 
fects of his fury, and Troyes was the next place threatened. 
'The holy bifhop had recourfe to God in behalf of his people by 
fervent prayer, which he continued for many days, proftrate 
on the ground, fading and weeping without intermiffion. 
At length putting on his bifhop's attire, full of confidence in 
God, he went out to meet the barbarian at the head of his ar- 
my. Attila, though an infidel, feeing him, was. moved to re- 
verence the man of God, who came up to htm boldly, followed 
by his clergy in pioccfiion, with a crofs carried before thcni. 
He fpokc to the king firft, and afked him who he was? " f 
* c am," faid Attila, " the fcourge of God/' 46 Let us refpeefc 
46 whatever comes to us from God," replied the bifhop: " but 
c< if you are the fcourge with which heaven chaftifes us, tc- 
cc member you are to do nothing but what that almighty hand 
" which governs and moves you, permits." Attila, ft ruck 
with thefe words, prorniled the prelate to (pare the city. Thus 
the faint's prayer was a better defence than the moil i tuple 
nahlc ramparts. Jt protected a city which had neither aims 
nor gairifon, nor walls, againlt an army of at lead four hundied 
thouiand men, which, alter plundering Thrace, Illyriciini and 

Greece, (.roiling the Rhine, had idled with bloo.l and defla- 
tion 
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tinn the moft flourifhing countries of France. Attita turning 
with his army from TVoyes, was met on the plains of Chaalons 
by Aetius, the brave Roman general, and there defeated. Ira 
his retreat he fent for St. Lupus, and caufed him to accompany 
him as far as the Rhine, imagining that the prefence of fa 
creat a fervant of God would be a fafeguard to himfelf and his 
army : and fending him back he recommended hirhfelf to his 
prayers. This action of the good bifhop was mifconftrued by 
the Roman generals, as if he had favoured the efcape of the 
barbarian, and he was obliged to leave Troyes for two years. 
He fpent that time in religious letirement, in great aufterity 
and continual contemplation. When his chanty and patience 
had at length overcome the envy and malice of men, he went 
back to his church, which he governed fifty two years, dying 
in the year 479. His body refts in that cathedral which bears 
his name, as did formerly many churches in England. The 
family name of Sentlow among us is derived from Saint Leu^ 
as Camden remarks. — It was by omnipotent prayer that the 
faints performed fuch great wonders. By it Mofes, one man* 
could ward off the deftruction of many thoufands, and by a 
kind of holy violence difarm the divine vengeance (1), By it 
Elias called down fire and rain from heaven. By it ManafTes 
in chains found mercy, and recovered his throne ; Ezechias faw* 
his health reftored, and life prolonged ; the Ninivites were pre- 
ferved from deftru&ion ; Daniel was delivered from the lions* 
St. Peter from his chains, and St. Thecla from the fire. By it 
Judith and Efther faved God's people. By the fame have the 
fervants of God fo often commanded nature, defeated armies* 
removed mountains, caft out devils, cured the lick, raifed the 
dead , drawn down divine bleflings, and averted the mo ft dread- 
ful judgments from the world, which, as an ancient father, 
fays, fubfifts by the prayers of the faints (a). 

(1) Exod. xxxii. 10. 
[a) Sanfiorum precibus Jlut mundm. Kufui. Prxf. in Vitas Pat rum.' 



On the fame DAY 

St. Christina, V. M. She fuffered many torments, and a cruel 
death for the faith in the perfbeution of Die*. Julian, :it Tyro, a citv 
which Hood formerly in an ifland in the lake of Uolictia, in Tuf- 
t<my, hut has been long fince fwallovved up by the ivntct.v. Jhr 
jdu'ley arc now at Palermo in Sicily. She is much honoured both 
111 die Latin and Creek church, and i~ nanud in the inartyi(doj»iea 
winch hear the name of St. ferom, that of Kede augmented by 
fiojiw, and otherj;.— See IMielii Italia Scuta, T. 5. 
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SS Wulfhad and Ruffin, MM. They were two brothers, 
the fons of Wulfere, the king of Mercia, fecond brother and fuc- 
cefTour of Peada. Having been privately baptized by St. Chad, 
bifhop of Litchfield, about the year 670, they were both {lain whilil 
they were at their prayers, by their fathers order, who out of poli- 
tical views at that time favoured idolatry, though he afterward did 
remarkable penance for this crime. His father Penda had pcrfc- 
cuted the Chriftians ; but his elder brother Peada had begun to 
eftablifii the faith in his dominions. Florence [of Worcefter fays, 
Wulfere was only baptized a little before his death, in 675, confc- 
<iuently after this murder. But Bede teftifies that he was godfather 
to Edelwalch, king of the Weft-Saxons, ahnoft twenty years befoic, 
But either he relapfed (at leaft fo far as to be for fome time favour- 
able to idolatry) or this murder was contrived by fome Pagan cour- 
tiers, without his privity, as Brad {haw relates it. The queen Em- 
melinda, mother of the two young princes, caufed their bodies to 
be buried at Stone, which place took its name from a great heap of 
Hones which was raifed over their tomb, according to the Saxon 
cuftom. She afterwards employed thefe flones in building a church 
upon the fpot, which became very famous for bearing the names of 
thefe martyrs who were patrons of the town, and of a priory there. 
After this, Wulfere, and his brother and fuccefTour Ethelred, abo- 
lished idok over all Mercia. — See the acls of thefe royal martyrs in 
the hiftory of Peterborough abbey, and Leland's Itinerary. 

St. Lewine was a Britifh virgin who fufFered martyrdom under 
the Saxons before their converfion to the faith. Her body was ho- 
nourably kept at Seaford near Lewes in Suffex; till, in 1058, her 
remains, with thofe of St. Idaberga, virgin, and part of thofe of 
St. Ofwald, were conveyed into Flanders, and are now depofited in 
St. Winock's abbey at Berg. They have been honoured by matiy 
miracles, efpecially at the time of this tranflation, as even the cen- 
tury-writers of Magdeburg mention. A hiflory of thefe miracles, 



St. Declan, firfl bitfiop of Ardmore in Ireland, a fee now united 
to that of Lefmore, preached the faith in that country, a little before 
the arrival of St. Patrick, and died in the fixth century. He was 

much honoured in the vicounty of Dcflcc, anciently Nandcii. — Sec 
JJflier and the BollandiiU. 
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St. JAMES the Great, Apoftlc. 



QT. James the brother of St. John Evangelift, fon of Ze- 
^ bedee and Salome, and nearly related to Chriff, was called 
the Great, to difhnguifh him from the other apoftle of the 
lame name who was bifhop of Jerufalem, and is furnamed the 
Lets, perhaps becaufc he was lower in ftature, or more probably 
becaufe he was the younger. St. James the Great feems 
to have been born about twelve years before Chrift, and 
was many years older than his brother St. John. Salome is 
otherwife called Mary, and was filter to the Bleffed Virgin, 
which fome take in the {trier, fenfe of the word ; others under- 
fland by it only coufin german, according to the Hebrew phrafe, 
and think that the Bleffed Virgin was an only daughter. St. 
James was by birth a Galilean, and by profenion a fimerman. 
with his father and brother, living probably atEethfaida, where 
St. Peter alfo dwelt at that time. Jefus walking by the lake of 
Gcncfareth faw St. Peter and St. Andrew liming, and he called 
them to come after him, promifing to make them fifhers of 
men. Going on a little farther on the fhore, he faw two other 
brothers, James and John in a fliip, with Zebeucc their father, 
mending their nets, and he alfo called them ; who forthwith 
left their nets and their father, and followed him (1). Pro- 
bably by converfing with St. Peter their townfman, and by 
other means, they had before this call an entire conviction that 
Jefus was the Chrift : and no fooner did they hear his invita- 
tion, and faw the marks of his divine will diredting them to 
what was eminently conducive to his honour, but the fame 
moment they quitted all things to comply with this fummons , 
They held no confutation, made no demur, flatted no cl i ill— 
culties, thought of no conlequences or dangers; and their fa- 
ciilice was moft perfect and entire. Like Abraham, they pre- 
ferred obedience to the divine command, before all the endear- 
mcnis of their iiearelt relations, and forfook ail they had, and 
all their hopes and profpedls in the woild, to become the dif- 

R 3 ciples 



(1) Mat. iv. 22, > 
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ciples of Jcfus. Zebedee their father feems to have approved of 
their refqlution, . and their mother Salome devoted herfelf heat- 
lily to the fervlce of our Lord, as the gofpels frequently men- 
tion. All fervent fouls ought to be in the like difpofitions cf 
perfect facrifice with thefe apoftles, without the leaft inordinate 
attachment to any thing on earth, being mo ft ready to renounce 
every thing if God's greater glory fhould require it. With what 
boundlefs liberality does the Divine Spirit fliower down his 
choieeft treafures upon fouls which thus perfectly open them- 
selves to him ! This the apoftles of whom we fpeak happily ex* 
perienced in themfelves. But they for fome time fo followed 
Chrift, and liftened to his divine inftruclions, as ftill to return 
from time to time to their fifhing trade for a maintenance. It 
-was in the fame firft year of ChrifPs preaching that Peter and 
Andrew, at the command of their divine Mafter, took a prodi- 
gious fhoal of fifhes by a miraculous draught. James and John 
"were their partners, though in another boat, and were called 
in to aflift in bawling up the nets. Aftonifhed at this mani* 
feftation of Chrift' s power, they entirely quitted their bufinefs, 
the more perfectly to attach themfelves to him (2). 

In the year 31, St. James was prefent with his brother St. 
John and St. Peter at the cure of St. Peter's mother-in-law, and 
at the raifing of the daughter of Jairus from the dead. This 
fame year Jefus formed the college of his apoftles, into which 
he adopted St. James and his brother St. John. He gave thefe 
two the furname of Boanerges, or Sons of Thunder, probably 
fo denote their a£Uve zeal- When a town of the Samaritans 
refufed to entertain Chrift, they fuggefted that he fhould call 
down fire from heaven to con fume it : but our Blcflcd Redeem- 
er gave them to underftand that mccknefs and patience were thn 
arms by which they were to conquer (3). Chrift diftinguihVl 
St. Peter, St. fames and St. John by many fpecial favoui:. 

bovc the reft or the apoftles. They alone were admitted to 
be fpeflators fir ft of his glorious transfiguration, and afterward; 
jof his agony and bloody Vwcat in the garden. The inftru£lions 
anil cxa?nplc of the Son of God had not fully enlightened the 
underllandiiigs of thefe apoftles, nor puiified their hearts, be- 
fore the Holy Ghoft had fhed his beams upon them : and their 
virtue was ftill imperfect, as appeared in the following inflanee. 
Viaiy Salome, the mother of James and John, relying upon 
their merit, and her relation to Chrift, and imagining that he 
was going to erect a temporal monarchy, according to the no- 
Uon of tlu- cainal Jews concerning the Meflias, prefeutid to 

him a requcfi, that her two fons might lit, the one on hi* **ht 

hand, 

f?) liiKe v. i j. (3) I uke ix. 
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hand, and the other on his left, in his kingdom. By this ex- 
ample we are put in mind how often the fond ne fa of parents 
renders them the fpi ritual murderers of their own children, and 
makes them blindly excufe, flatter and encourage their fee ret 
vices and paffions. At the fame time we are taught how for- 
midable an enemy ambition is, which could find admittance in 
the breads of two apoilles (though yet novices) before the de- 
fcent of the Holy Ghoft. They doubtlefs diiguifed their vice 
under the cloak of a reafonable defire, and a virtuous emula- 
tion of preferment, with a defign of ferving their Matter by it. 
Only the children of light difcover the deceit and Glare of this 
enemy ; only profound humility difcerns and condemns the 
fpecious pretences of fubtle pride and covetoufnefs. The two 
fons of Zebedee feem to have fpoken by the mouth of their 
mother. Wherefore (Jhriit directed his anfwer to them, tell- 
ing them, they knew not what they afked : for in his king- 
dom preferments are attainable, not by the mo ft forward and 
ambitious, but by the molt humble, the nioft laborious and 
the moft patient. He therefore afked them if they were able to 
drink of his cup of fuffering. The two apoftles underiranding 
the condition under which Chrift offered them his kingdom* 
and glowing with ardour and courage to fuffer, anfwered pe- 
remptorily, they were able to do it. Our Lord told them-, 
they mould indeed have their portions of fuffering ; but for the 
honours of his kingdom, he could make no oilier difpofal of 
them than according to his decrees in conjunction with his Fa- 
ther, in proportion to every one's charity and patience in fuf- 
fering. The virtue of the molt fervent novices in the for vice 
of God is very imperfect, fo long as entire felf denial, and a 
ftrcat afTiduity and Ipirit of prayer have not yet prepared their 
fouls for, and called down upon them, a plentiful effufion of 
the Holy Ghoft, who filis their undentanding with a e'ear and 
new heavenly light, and by the ardour of his charity confumes 
the ruft of the affections, and fills them with his fervour. In 
this Mate even the moral virtues acquire an hcroick and infu/etl 
(legiee of peifeclion. Humility now gives the foul a much more 
clear and feeling knowledge >>{ her own iniii mit ies, balenefs 
and irnperfeciions, with much iironger lentiments of a juft con- 
tonipt of lierfelf j and the like is to be faid of divine and fraternal 
charity, and ail other virtues - fo that /he hems to her felf tranf- 
laied into a region of new lighr, in which by continual heroick. 
adh of the'e virtues, and elpecially of prayer and cmuempla- 
iioo, Hie makes daily and wuiuleriul advances. I "his perfec- 
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tion the apoflles received in a more miraculous manner by the 
defcent of the Holy Ghoft upon them, when he not only en- 
graved the law of love deeply in their hearts, but alfo beftowed 
on them the external graces and gifts of prophecy and miracles, 
and qualified them for the execution of the great commiiHon 
they had received from Chrift. 

How Sc. James was employed in preaching, and promoting the 
gofpel after Chriii's afcenfion, we have no account from the wri- 
ters of the firlfc ages of chriftianity. It appears that he leftjud^a. 
fome lime after the perfecution that was raifed at the martyr- 
dom o St. Stephen in the year 34, and was returned again ten 
•ycarb after when he fufFered martyrdom. The addition to St. 
Jerom's catalogue of iliuftrious men tells us, that he preached 
the goip-I to the twelve tribes of the Jews, in their difperlion 
up and down the world. Though the apoflles during the ft: ft 
twelve years preached generally in the neighbourhood of Ju- 
di£a, yet Sr. James might in that interval make a voyage to 
Spain 5 and preach fome time in that country, as Baronius ob- 
serves. That he did fo is conftantly affirmed by the tradition 
of that church, mentioned by St. Ihdore, the breviary of To- 
ledo, the Arabick books of Anafrafius patriarch of Antioch 
conLcrni ng the PalTIons of the martyrs, and others. Cuper, 
the Bollandifl (5) traces this tradition very high, and confirms 
it from St. Jerom v '6) and others, and from many corroborating 
circumir inces. St, Kpiphamus favs, that St. James always 
lived a bate leior, in much temperance and mot tification, ne- 
ver eating flefh nor fiih ; that he wore only one coat, and a 
linen cloak, and that he was holy and exemplary in all manner 
of convcrfation. He was the flrft among the apoflles who had the 
honour to fV>bow his divine matter by martyrdom, which he 
fuirej^d at Jerufalem whither he was returned in the eleventh 
year afar uur .Lord's alcenfion. Agrippa, the grandfon oi 
Ucrod by Aiiilohulus, was author of this perfecution. Being 
brought u;j at Home, in the reign of Tiberius, he hafely flat- 
tering Caligula in his pahions, gained the confidence of that 
in ui.ier > who was no fooner placed on the imperial throne 
than he gave Agrippa the title of king with the tetrachits of 
Philip and Lyfanias which were then vacant (a). Claudius, 

in 



(5) Julii, T. 6. p. 26. (6) In lfai. T. 3. p. 279. 

(v) A 'ti : a die I'.Idcr \v:is a religion. Of this he pave a 
\vi>\ h.ly man ad.,i.'tcd to plea- remarkable proof when the cm- 

fhie.», ya .ilwiJioJ 10 the Jev.iih peiour Caligula ordered a llatuu 
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in the year forty one, enlarged his dominions, giving him alfo 
Jerufalem and all the reft of Judcea, Samaria, and whatever 
other provinces had been poffeilcd by his grandfather Herod 
He gave aifo to his younger brother Herod the little kingdom 
of Chalcis in Syria, near mount Libanus. Agrippa reigned 
with great flate and magnificence. Being very fond of pleaf- 
mg the Jew'ifh nation, when he came to Caefarea from Jeru" 
falem to keep the Paffover in the year 43 or 44, he beo- an to 
pcrfecute the chriftians ; and the fir ft who fell a vi&im/to his 
popular zeal was St. James the Great, whom he caufed to be 
apprehended, and beheaded there a little before E after, in the 
year 43 or 4;, about eleven years after the death of Chrift. 
Clenunt of Alexandria, and from him Eufebius (y) relate* 
lhac his accufer, oblerving the great courage and conftancy of 
mind wherewith the apoftle underwent his trial, was fo ar7e£led 
with it, that he repented of what he had done, declared him- 
felf publickly a Chriftian, and was condemned to be beheaded 
with St. James. As they were both led together to execution 
he begged pardon of the apoftle by the way for having ap I 
prehended him. St. James after paufing a little, turned to 
him, and embraced him faying : Peace be* with you. H e then 
killed him, and they were both beheaded together. The body* 
of the apoftle was interred at Jerufalem ; but not Jon^ a f ter 
carried by his difciples, into Spain, and depofited at Iria Flavia* 
now called El Padron, upon the borders of Galicia. The facred 
rciicks were difcovercd there in the beginning of the ninth 
century, in the reign of Alphonfus the Chafte kino- of Leon 
By the order of that prince they were tranflated to Conipo- 
fleila, four miles diftant, to which place pope Leo III. tranf- 
fcrred the cpifcopal fee from Iria Flavia. This place was fir ft: 
ca'led M S. Jacobum Sfpo/iolum y or Giacomo Pojlolo, which 
words have been contracted into the p relent name, Compof- 

tclla. 

; 7 ) Euf. inn. 1. 2 . c. 9 . 



<jf Jupiter to be letup in the 
temple of Jerufalem. The Jews 
fppolcd the attempt with tears 
and remnnftrancer., and throw- 

themfelve:; prollratc on the 
Rtouttd at 1 he feet of the Ro- 
man j'overnonr, protelled the/ 
jverc ready rather to fuller death. 

the murderer:; of the Son of 

God were uuvvorthy to die :*i to 



good a caufc. Agrippa cxpofisd 
hmifelf to the danger of loiW 
the tyrant's favour, and by a 
lining letter, which he wrote to 
him on that oecauon, obtained 
that the order fhould be: fnper- 
feded at that time. When that 
emperour war. attempting to re- 
" it, hi:; death delivered ihe 
Jews from the danger. 
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tella. It is famous for the extraordinary concourfe of pi|. 
grims that refort thither to vifit the body of St. James which k 
kept with great refpedl in the ftately cathedral. F. Cuper, the 
Bollandift, proves the truth of the tradition of the Spanifti 
church concerning the body of St. James having been tranflated 
to Compoftella, and gives authentick hiftories of many mira- 
cles wrought through his intercefiion, and of feveral apparj. 
tions by which he vifibly protected the armies of the Chrifiians 
againft the Moors in that kingdom. The military Order ci 
St. James, furnanied the Noble, was inftituted by Ferdinand 
II. in 1 1 75 (b). 

The 



(b) Agrippa was the firfl 
prince that perfecuted the church. 
After having put to death St. 
James, he imprifoned St. Peter, 
but God delivered him out of 
the persecutor's hands. Nor 
was it long before this king felt 
the effects of divine vengeance. 
After the feaft of the paiTover 
he returned to Crefarea to exhi- 
bit there publick games in ho- 
nour of Claudius Csefar, and 
was attended thither with a nu- 
merous train of the moll confi- 
derable perfons, both of his 
own, and of the neighbouring 
nations. He appeared early on 
the fecond morning of the (hews, 
at the theatre, in a coftly robe 
of filver tifTue, artfully wrought, 
and fo bright that the funbeams 
which darted upon it were re- 
flected with fuch an uncommon 
luftre, as to dazzle the eyes of 
the fpcclators, who beheld him 
with a kind of divine rcfpecl. 
He addrcfled hi m fe If in an ele- 
gant fpeech to the deputies of 
the Tynans and Sidonians, who 
were come to beg his pardon 
for fome ollenre for which they 
had been fome time in difgrace 
with him. WhiUl he fpoke, 
the embaiKido™ and fome court 
fycophants gave a great Ihout, 



of checking, 



fhout, crying out that it was the 
voice of a God, and not oi' a 
man. The king too fenfible of 
the peopled praife, and elate 
with pride, feemed to forget 
himfelf, and to approve, indeed 

the impious Bat- 
tery. But at that inffcam the 
angel of the Lord fmote him 
with a dreadful difeafe, and he 
felt himfelf feized with a vio- 
lent pain in his bowels. Per- 
ceiving his diftemper to be mor- 
tal, he rejected the flattery ot 
his fycophants, telling them that 
he whom they called immortal, 

was dying. Yet Itili full of 
falfe ideas of human grandeur, 
though he faw death inevitable, 
he comforted himfelf with the 
remembrance of the fplendour in 
which he had lived. So true it 
is, that a man dies fuch a? h: 
lives. After lingering five day 
in exquilite torments, under 
which no remedy gave him any 
cafe, being eaten up by wo:n.. ( 
he expired in all the milem; 
that can be expreflld or im.v 
gined. This account is jdven uj 
by Jofephus (^nti<] 1. e. 7 I 
and by St. I, uke (Act. z\) 
tie died in the fifty -fourth 
of his age, and the ievciuti ^ 
his reit'ii He left a fun ui' 
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* The church by the martyrdom of St. James loft in her in- 
fancy one of her main pillars : but God was pleafed that his 
jiame fhould be glorified by fo illuftrious a teftimony, and that 
jt fliould appear he was the immediate fupporter and de- 
fender of his church. For when it was deprived of its chief 
members and paftors, it remained no lefs firm than before; 
and even grew and gathered ftrength from the moft violent 
per ("editions. The apoftle with confidence committed his 
tender flock to God, and commended to him his own work, 
whilft he rejoiced to go to his Redeemer, and to give his life 
for him. We all meet with trials. But can we fear or hefi- 
tate to drink a cup prefented to us by the hand of God, and 
which our Lord and Captain, by free choice, and out of pure 
love, was pleafed himfelf to drink firft for our fake ? He afks 
us whether we can drink of his cup, he encourages us by fet- 
ting before our eyes the glory of heaven, and he invites us by 
his own divine example. Let us humbly implore his grace, 
without which we can do nothing, and take with joy .this cup 
of fulvation which he prefents us with his divine hand. 



On the fame DAY 

St. Christopher, M. He fufFered martyrdom under Decius in 
Lycia, and is honoured on this day in the martyrology which bears 
; the name cf Sc. Jerom, and in other weftern calendars : but is 

I, commemorated by the Greeks and other oriental nations on the 
["ninth of May. The Mofarabick breviary attributed to St. Ifidore 
^mentions the tranflation of his rclicks to Toledo; whence they 
( were brought into France, and are at prefent fhewn enlhrined at 
I the abbey of St. Denys near Paris. He feems to have taken the 
I mum* of Chrhtopher upon the like motive that $c. Ignatius would 
I he called Theophorus, to exprefs his ardent love for his Redeemer 

I I. y which he always carried him in his b re aft as his great and only 
I tooJ, his ineilimable trcafure, and the ohj eel of all his aifeclions 
8 ;md tiefiies. 'inhere feem to be no other grounds than this nams 
I for t'ue vulvar notion of his great Itaiure : the origin of which 
fc feeuu. to have been merely aljcgoiical, as JGaronius obferves, and 
I as 



nn extenfive Kingdom was too 
great a burden lor fo younp a 
prince tu hear. VYhetcupon |ti- 
d.ea was aj>.un reduced into t,hc 
foi in of a Roman province, and 
Cufpius Kadir, appointed tlu; 
lull picfvCl ur tMjVei nour. 



<wn name, who was ihen 
home with Claudius only fe- 
ventcen years old. The cmpe 
i'w would willinidv have raven 
»' nj Ins lather's dominion-. : 
' ,llt his freemen and connlel - 

wi* 1 cm u feu ted t j him , that 



182 SS. The a and Valentin a ? V. July ^ 

as Vida has beautifully exprefled in an epigram on this faints 
The enormous itatues of St. Chriftopher, ltili to be feen in many 
Gothick cathedrals, exprefTed his allegorical wading through the 
fea of tribulations, by which the faithful meant to fignify the man? 
fmTerings through which he arrived at eternal life. ' They are 
monuments of the devotion of our anceflors to this faint, whof e 
intcrceiU->n they implored efpecially againft peftilentiai diilempen, 
St. Gregory the Great mentions a monailery in SiciJy which bore 
the name of Sc. Chriftopher. 

SS. The a and Valentin a, Virgins, and St. Paul, MM. In the 
year 308, there were at the fame time fix emperours, fuccefibun of 
JDiocleuan, namely in the Eaft Galerius, Licinius and Maximinu:, 
in the Well Co 11 Han tine, Maxentius, and his father Maxuimn 
Herculeus who had reaflumed the purple. Firrnilian, the fucccflbur 
of Urbanus, in the government of Palcftine under Maximinus ll, 
c.irried on the perfection with great cruelty. When fourfcorc and 
fev.meen confeilbrs, men, women and children, out of an innume- 
rable multitude of Chriftians who were banifhed a long while be- 
fore to the porphyry quarries in Thebab, were brought before 
him, he commanded the finews of the joint of their left feet to be 
burnt with a hot iron ; and their right eyes to be put our, and the 
eye holes burnt with a hot iron to the very bottom of the orb. 
Jn this condition he fent them to work at the mines in Palelline 
about mount Libanus. Many others were brought before this in- 
human iudee from different towns of Palefline, and were tormented 
vaiioub ways. Among the Chriitians taken at Gaza, whilil they 
were aflembled to hear the holy fcriptures read, was a holy virgin 
namud J "hca whom the judge threatened with the proftitution of her 
chauaty in the publick flews. he, to whom her virtue was moll 
dear, reproached him for fuch infamous injuiliccs. Firrnilian, en- 
raged at her liberty of fpeech, caufed her to be inhumanly fcourg- 
cd, then Uretched on the rack, and her fides torn with iron hoota 
till tlie bare ribs appeared. V;dcntina, a pious Chriftian virgin of 
Ca?!area, who had alfo by vow confecraccd her challity to God, 
being prefent at this fpectacle, cried out to the judge from the msd'l 
of ihe crowd : " How long will you thus torment my filler f" 
She was immediately apprehended, and being dragged by force to 
the altar, ihe threw herlei:' upon it, and overturned it with her feet, 
together with the lire and facrifice which ilood ready upon it. hi'- 
lnilian provoked beyond bounds commanded her fides to be iwm 
crue ly torn than any other:.. Being at length wearied with torment- 
ing ho\ he ordered the two virgins to be tied together, and burnt. 
This was executed on the twenty- fifth of July, One 1'; 

an illuftrious confeflbr, was beheaded for the faith on the fame d.iy, 
by ;ui order of this judge. The fervour with which lie yr,i\vd 

at the place of execution, for the empeiour, the judge wim nm- 

tkir.nvd 




(ft) Chrijlopbm-e, infixutn quad eum ufqut in corde gerrim** 
Pit-lutes Chrijium dani tibi Jlrrc bu;:ieris,kjc . Vida. hyauno 26. i « 
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emne d him* and his executioner, drew tears from all that were 
refent. Soon after one hundred and thirty Egyptian confenors, 
I an order of Maximinus, had one eye pulled out, and one foot 
maimed and were fent, feme to the mines in Paleftine, others tor 
thofein Cilicia. See Eufebius de Martyr. Paleftina?, c. 8. Tille- 

•jBont, T. 7- ° Tfi > T -4- 




JULY 26, 

St ANNE, Mother of the B!effe4 

Virgin. 

TH E Hebrew word Anne fignifies gracious. St. Joachim 
and St. Anne, the parents of the BlefTed Virgin Mary tf 
are juflly honoured in the church, and their virtue is highly- 
extolled by St. John Damafcen, The emperour JufHniati L 
built a church at Conftantinople in honour of St. Anne about 
the year 550 (l). Codinus mentions another built by Jufti- 
■nianll. in 705. Her body was brought from Paleftine to 
Conftantinople in the beginning of the eighth century, whence 
;fome portions of her relicks have been difperfed in the Weft. 
F. Cuper, the Bollandift, has collected a great number of 
[miracles wrought through her interceflion (2). God has been 
Mealed by fenliblc effects, to teftify how much he is honoured 
|by the devotion of the faithful to this faint who was the great 
[model of virtue to all engaged in the married ftate, and 
icharged with the education of children. It was a fublime diq;- 
pity and a great honour for this faint to give to a loft world 
the advocate of mercy, and to be parent of the mother of 
Cod. But it was a far greater happinefs to he, under God, 
the Lpeatcft inflrument of her vhtue, and to be fpiriiually her 
mother by a holy education in perfeel innocence and fanclitv. 
St. Anne being hcrfolf a veiled of grace, not by name only, 
M by the polleflion of that rich trcafure, was chofen by God 
to form his molt beloved fpoufe to perfc£l virtue : and her pi- 
is care of this illuftrious daughter was the greatcfr means; 
;0f her own ianclification, and her glory in the church of Got! to 

th? 

(0 Procop. de /£dif. Juflin.l. f. c. 2; f 2 ) Julii T. 6, 
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the end of ages. It is a leflbn to all parents whofe principal 
duty is the holy education of their children. By this they 
glorify their Creator, perpetuate his honour on earth to fa. 
ture ages, and fanclify their own fouls. St. Paul fays that it 
is by the education of their children that parents are to be 
faved Nor will he allow any one who has had children, 

ever to be admitted to ferve the altar, whofe fons do not by 
their holy conduct give proofs of a virtuous education. No 
verthelefs we fee parents folicitous about the corporal qualifica- 
tions of their children, and earneft to procure them an efhbliih- 
ment in the world : yet fupinely carelefs in purchafing them 
virtue, in which alone their true happinefs confifts. 1 his re- 
flection drew tears from Crates, a Heathen philofopher, who 
defired to mount on the higheft place in his city, and cry out 
with all his ftrength : cc Citizens, what is it you think of! 
You employ all your time in heaping up riches to leave to 
your children : yet take no care to cultivate their fouls with 
virtue, as if an eftate were more precious than them- 
felves." The feflival of St. Anne was kept with folemnity 
at Conftantinople in thefixth century. Juftinian built a church 
in that city to her honour in 550. Her relicks are fa id to 
have been tranflated from Paleftine to Conftantinople in 710. 
See the Bollandifts, 
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On the fame DAY 

St. Germ anus, Bifhop of Auxerre, C He was born at Aux 
erre about the year 380, of noble parents. Having laid the foun 
dation of found literature at home, he itudied eloquence and the 
civil law at Rome, and pleaded with great reputation in the court 0 
the Pra^fectus prastorio. He married a lady of great quality named 
Euftachia, and being taken notice of by the cmpcrour Honorius 
was raifed by him to fevcral honourable employments, and at la' 
to that of duke in his own province, which dignity gave him th 
command over all the troops in that country. Germamis bcia 
returned to Auxerre was careful to ihun grofs vices, but his reli 
gion fecmed confined to principles of integrity, and his virtuet 
were merely human ; for he was unacquainted with the true fpmt, 
of mortification, humility and prayer. The young duke had a 
pa (Ron for hunting, and hung up the heads of the wild bcalU 
which he killed, on a great tree in the middle of the city, as trophic* 
of his diverlion. No one could prcfume to ihew him the mean* 

nefs and folly of this favourite pcuy vanity, by which he kaim 



\\\ 2 1 im. 11. 5 . 
I. cie cducand, libcris. 
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(5) Plutarch* i 
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Ito uithorize the fuperilitious cuftom of the Pagans who did the like 
to honour their gods. St. Amator who was at that time the zea- 
\\ 0[i > bifhop of Auxerre, made him ftrong remoniirances on the 
danger of countenancing fuch remains of idolatry ; buc without 
ieffect. At ^ ai ^» watching an opportunity, he caufed this tree to 
be cut down while Germanus was abfent, who upon hearing this 
|. nt . n rj, grievoufly threatened the bifhop. St. Amator withdrew for a 
[ while to Autun : where he learned by a revelation that Germanus 
^.\vas ddigned by God to b^ his fuccefTour. He therefore procured 
privately the confent of Julius, the prefect of Gaul, that he might 
.rive the tonfure to Germanus : for by the laws no officer could 
Suit his employment without fuch a permifllon. Julius giving leave, 
St. Amator returned to Auxerre, and caufing the church doors to 
be flint when Germanus was come in, he gave him the tonfure, 
i' ami ordained him deacon. By this inltance it appears that i mine - 
diatciy after the general perfecutions clerks were diftinguiftied by 
1 the tonfure. This proof is the ftronger as the prieft Conftantius 
'wrote this life in the fame age. Germanus durft not make any 
|oppoiition for fear of refitting the will of God. St. Amator died 
\{oon after on the firft of May in 418, and St. Germanus was una- 
jjnimoufly chofen by the clergy and people to fucceed him, and con- 
secrated by the bifhops of the province on the feventh of July, 
jnotwithftanding the great reluctance he difcovered. 

Full of a deep fenfe of the obligations of his new dignity, he 
became at once another man. He renounced all the pomps and 
[vanities of the world, lived with his wife no otherwife than if fhe 
had been his fitter, diliributed all his pofleilions to the poor and to 
the church, and embraced a life of poverty and aufterity, From 
the day he was ordained bifhop to his death, that is, for thirty 
years together, he never touched wheaten bread, wine, vinegar, 
oil, pulie or fait. He began every meal by putting a .few allies 
in his mouth to renew in his foul a fpirit of penance, and took no 
other luftenance than barley bread, which grain he had threfhed 
and ground himielf, that he might as a true penitent live by his 
own labour. He never eat but in the evening, fometimes about 
the middle of the week, often only on the feventh day. His drefs 
was the fame in winter and Cummer, and confiiled of a cowl and 
timick which he never changed till they were worn to pieces. 
He always wore a haircloth next his fkin. His bed was en'clofed 
uith two boards, llrewed with allies, without a bolder, and co- 
pied with a fackcloth and one blanket. He always carried a- 
buitt him Conic rclicks of faints in a little box, tied to a leather 
llimn. J'lu extended his hofpicality to all forts of perfonfl, 
walked lie feet of the poor, and ferved them with his own 
IianoS, at the Came time that he himfelf failed. He built a 
lnonutlcry over againlt Auxonc, on the other fide of the river 
it'iie, in lion our of SS. Cofmas and Damian, which now goes by 
the mijue of St. Marian's, from one of its hi it abbots. Me found 
I Utv" iv|>vrlc Vu c- i:f fVvcni! maityr.-, panic ukuly oJ a great multitude 

w h o 
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who had been put to death in the perfecution of Aorelian, wj^ 
St. Prifcus, otherwife called St. Bry, in a place called Coucy 
•where their bodies had been thrown into a ciftem or pit, out o: 
•which he took them, and built in their honour a church and mona- 
ilery called at this day, de faints en Puy faye. St. Germanus rr.v 
all his landed eltates to the church, confining of feveral agreeable 
and fpacious manours, lying all contiguous to one another (i). Seven 
of thefe he gave to the cathedral church, namely Appoigny, where 
his father and mother had been buried in St. John's church ; little 
Varfy, where Hood a palace ; great Varfy, Toucy, Poeilly, Marcia. 
ivy, and Perigni. Three he fettled on the monaftery of St. Cofmal 
namely Monceaux, Fontenay and Merilles. He bellowed three 
others, called Garchy, Concou and Molins on the church which he 
built in honour of Sc. Maurice, which at this day bears the name of 
St. Germanus himfelf. In this manner he reduced himfelf to treat 
poverty, and to perpetuate the divine honour, and the relief of the 
indigent, enriched the church of Auxerre which he found very 
poor. By many like examples it appears that the great endow- 
ments of feveral churches were originally owing to the liberality of 
their bifhops, as Fleury obferves. Pelagius began to difpute againft 
the neceffity of divine grace at Rome, about the year 405. Being 
himfelf by birth a Briton, it is not to be wondered that he fhocld 
liave difciples in Britain. Among thefe one Agricola, the fori of 
Severinus who after the birth of this fon, was chofen bifhop and 
became a Pelagian, fpread the poifon of this herefy in our ifland. The 
deacon Palladius, whom pope Celeftine had fent to the places in- 
fected with this herefy and whom he afterward ordained bifhop, 
and commiflioned to go into Scotland, moved him to provide ior 
the prefervation of fo many fouls ; and other catholicks in Britain 
had ient a deputation to the bifhops in Gaul, intreating them to 
fend over fome able perfon to defend the faith, and oppofe the 
growing evil. Pope Celefline nominated St. Germanus of Auxerre 
to go thither in quality of his vicar, in the year 429, as St. Proipsr 
aflures us (.'.). The bifhops of Gaul afTcmbled in a numerous coun- 
cil for the fame purpofe, and agreed to intreat St. Lupus who had 
then been only two years bifhop of Troyes, to accompany St. Ger- 
manus in this important miflion (3). Thefe two holy prelate:;, pro- 
ceeding on their journey, came to Nanterre near Paris, where St. 
Germanus gave his bleiling and good counfel to St. Genevieve, 
and foictold her future fanctity. She being at that time about 
fifteen years old, and dcfirous to confecrate herfelf a virgin to tioil, 
St. Germanus after many lolemn prayers in the church received 

(here her vow, and confirmed it by laying his right hand upon licr 

head 

(1) Hid. Knife. Antifiodor. See Mclficurs Dc Stc Marthe, ia 

Oalii.'i Chriftiana. 

(2) Proip. in Chrou. *V 1. contra Collat. c. 7.1. Jl) ^ 
jBilt. 1. j. c. 17. ConiUiiu. in vita S. Gcrmam. 
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head (4). St. Germanus and St. Lupus embarking in the winter fea- 
j'on, were overtaken with a furious tern pell, which St. Germanus 
appealed by calling fome drops of blefled oil, according to Con- 
ihntius, but according to Bede, of holy water, into the lea, having 
jirlr. invoked the adorable Trinity. Being arrived in Britain they 
were mec D y a S reac multitude of people, and the fame of their 
{an£thy,do£ir\ne and miracles foon filled the whole country. They con- 
firmed the catholicks in all parts, and converted the hereticks, preach- 
ing often in the highways and fields where the churches were not 
able to contain the crowd that flocked to them. The Pelagians every 
where fliunned them ; but being at length afhamed thus to con- 
demn themfelves by their flight and filence, accepted a conference. 
'J he difputation was held at Verulam before an incredible number 
of people. The hereticks who made their appearance with a great 
train and in rich apparel, fpoke flrfU When they had talked a 
long time, the bifhops anfwered them with great eloquence, and 
fo invincibly fupported their arguments with quotations from fcrip- 
cure that their adverfaries were fairly reduced to filence. The peo- 
ple applauded their victory ^ with joyful acclamations. Before the 
affembly broke up, a certain tribune and his wife prefent-d their 
little daughter of ten years of age, who was blind, to the two holy 
bifhops ; and they bid them take her to the Pelagians. But the 
latter joined the parents in begging the faints to pray for her. The 
two bifhops made a fhort prayer : then Germanus called upon the 
Bleffcd Trinity, and taking from his reck the little box of relicks 
which he wore, laid it upon the eyes of the girl before the 
whole affembly, who immediately recovered her fight, to the great 
joy of her parents, and of all the people. From that cay no one 
oppofed the doctrine of the holy bifnops. The faints w ent from 
this conference to return thanks to God at the tomb of St. Albany 
the moil illullrious martyr in Britain. St. Germanus caufed his fc- 
pulchre to be opened, and depofited in it his box of relicks of apo- 
files and martyrs, taking from the fame place a little of the duft 
which It i 1 1 retained ibme marks of the blood of St. Alban. This 
he carried away with him, and at his return built at Auxcrrc a. 
church in his honour, where he placed thefc relicks (5). 

The Saxons from Germany on one fide, and on the other th:; 
K£U at that time harafled the Britons. Paul the Diacon tells \\$ 9 
that an army of l'icls and Scots invaded their territories whilil tin* 
tv\o bifljops were in che ifland. And bifhop Ulher takes noiice that 
the Saxons and Englifh who inhabited Slclwick, and all the Gei- 
m:m coalt from Denur.uk to the Rhine, made defecnts upon Britain 
from time to time, before the arrival of Hengill unci Hori'a in ^.jn. 
The ihitons having aiTemblcd an army agair.il theic plunderer?, 
ii.vited the two holy bifiiops into their camp, hoping to be pro- 
tv 1 1 by their pr.iyeit. and piefence. The faints complied with 
tiiMr tc*<|iicjl, but employe d then lime in biini^iiif.', iho nluhiter:; c> 

the f;i it h , and the Chiilln-.n* to a re ioi mation ol il.eii in.uineis.. 
Vol. ill. S M:i •a'/ 
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Many of the former demanded baptifm, and the faints prepared | 
them to receive it at Eailer, for it was then Lent. They erefted I 
a church in the camp of green boughs twilled together, in I 
which the catechumens received the facrament of regeneration, I 
and the whole army celebrated the feftival with great devotion. I 
After Eatter St. Germ an us had recourfe to a ftratagem, by which, I 
without bloodfhed, he refcued his dear converts and the country I 
out of the danger with which they were threatened. The enemy I 
approaching, he put himfelf at the head of the Chriftians with fo I 
much fkill and addrefs as fhewed he had not forgot his old profef- I 
fion of a general. He led his little army into a vale between two I 
high mountains, and ordered his troops to fend forth the fame I 
fhout for which he would give them a fign. When the Saxon I 
pirates came near them, he cried out thrice, Allcluiab y which was I 
followed by the whole Britifh army ; and the found was often re- I 
peated by the echo from the hills with as dreadful a noife as if the I 
rocks had been rent afunder. The barbarians in a fudden fright, judg* I 
ing from the fhout that they were falling upon the (words of a I 
mighty army, flung down their arms, and ran away, leaving be* I 
hind them all their bagage and a great booty. Many of them I 
were drowned in croffing a river, by miffing the fords. Eifhop I 
Ufher (6) fays this battle feems to have been fought near a town I 
in Flintshire called in the Britifh tongue Guid-cruc, but in Englifli, 1 
Mould. The place retains to this day the name of Maes Gannon, 
or German's field. The two holy biihops after fo many victories 
returned home to their refpeclive dioceffes. 

St. Germanus found his people loaded with extraordinary im» ] 
pofts, and undertook a journey to Aries, to folicit Auxiliaris, pre- 
fect of Gaul, in their behalf. On the road the people every whr.e 1 
met him in crowds, with the women and children, to receive his J 
bleffmg. When he drew near to Aries, the prefect Auxiliaris him- j 
iclf, contrary to cuftom, was come a good way to meet him, and \ 
conducted him to the capital. He admired his graccfulnefs, and ! 
the charity and authority which his countenance and converfation 
difplayed. and found him to exceed his reputation. He made bin 1 ( 
great prcfents, and intreatcd him to cure his wife who had beca 
long ill of a quartan ague. He obtained his requeit, and granted 
St Germanus the difcharge from the taxes which he had aflced for 
his people. The faint being returned home applied himfelf earn 
cltiy to reform their manners ; but ufed to mire from time to 
time to his monallery of SS Cofmas and Damian, which lie had 
built without the town on the oppofite bank of the river. 1" -\\ { > 
he was called again into Britain, to ailill that church aganill 
the Pelagian herely, which began a fecond time to raile i t ^ head 
there. Me took for his companion St. Severus, who had been 
lately promoted to the archbifhoprick of Triers, and had forineily 
been a difciplc of St. Luput* of Troves. In Britain he looj'J^ (Hlt 

JtO Autici. Brit, c, 1 1 > p 179, 
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thofe who had been fed weed by the hereticks, and converted many 
of them ; fo that the obitinate fovvers of thofe errours found no> 
longer any retreat here, and quitted the aland. A principal man 
of the country called Elaphius, brought to him his fon who was im 
the ilowcr of his age, and had one ham contracted, and his leg 
withered. St. Germanus made him fit down, and touching his harm 
and leg, healed him in the pre/ence of many. St. Germanus was 
on the road back when he met a deputation from the inhabitants 
of Armorica or Britany, who befought him to be their pro- 
testor. For to punifh them for a revolt, Aetius, the Roman general, 
in Gaul, had fent Eocarich, a Pagan and baibarous king of the 
Alemmni, to fubdue them. St Germanus boldly accoflcd the bar- 
barian, itopping his horfe by the bridle, at the head of his army* 
The German at firit. refufed to hear him, b'it at length liftened to 
hij difcourfe, and by it was fo much foftened as to call off his 
Hoops, and agree not to ravage the province, on condition he 
fhould obtain the pardon of the people from the emperour or from, 
his general Aetius. In order to procure this the faint under- 
took a journey to Ravenna where the emperour Valentinian II L 
then refided. 

He wrought feveral miracles on the way, and at Milan delivered 
a man who was poiTelTed by the devil. He entered the city of Ra- 
venna by night to avoid honours and pomp : but the people being 
aware of his precaution, a great crowd waited for him, and faluted 
him with acclamations. He was received with great joy by the bi- 
mop St. Peter Chryfologus, by the young emperour V r alentinian p 
and his mother Piacidia. She fent to his houfe a great filver veiTel„ 
filled with dainties, without any flcfh which me knew he would 
never touch. The faint fent her in return a barley loaf upon at 
wooden dim. The emprefs received it gracioufly, ordered the difii 
to be enchafed with gold, and kept the loaf by which feveral mi- 
raculous cures were performed. The emperour confirmed his re- 
<]ueft : but the reftlefs people by raifing new dillurbances delrroyecl 
the effect of the impeiial clemency. The faint was continually at- 
tended at Ravenna by fix bilhops, and wrought there m any mira- 
cles. The fon of Voluiian chancellor or fecretary to the patrician* 
Sig'ifvultus being dead and cold, the faint was called, and having' 
put all the company out of the chamber, lie proilratod himleif 
near the corpfe, and prayed with tears. After funic lime the dead 
man began to ltir, opened his eyes, and moved his fingers. St. 
Germanus raifed him, lie fat up, and, by degrees, was rellored to 
perfeel health. One day after mattins, as the faint was talking 
with the bifhops of religious matters, he {aid to them : •* My bie- 
<( thren, I recommend my pailagc to your prayers. Methou>»ht 1 
u law this night our Saviour, who gave me provifjon for a jour- 
" Key, and told me it was to go into my native country, and u.i 
u leceive eternal lell." A few days after he fell fid;. All the: 
t'ly was alarmed. The emprefs went to fee him, and lie defircvl 
the I.-ivour of \w to lend back his corpfe into his, own country ; to 
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which (lie affented, though very unwillingly. He died at Ravenna 
on the feventeenth day of his illnefs, which was the laft of July; 
in 448, having held his fee thirty years, and twenty-five days. 
The emprefs Placidia took his reliquary, St. Peter Chryfologus his 
cowl and hair fhirt, and the fix other bifhops divided his clothes 
among them. The eunuch Acholius, prefect of the emperour'a 
chamber, one of whofe fervants when fick the faint had cured, had 
his corpfe embalmed : the emprefs clothed it with a rich habit 
and gave a coffin of c> prefs wood : the emperour furnilhed the 
carriages, the expence of the journey, and the officers to attend it. 
The funeral pomp was moft magnificent ; the number of lights 
was fo great that they (hone at broad -day. Every where ao k 
paffed, the people came to meet it, fhewing all manner of ho- 
nours. Some levelled the ways, and repaired the bridges, otlieri 
bore the corps, or at leair. fung pfalms. The clergy of Auxerre went 
as far as the Alps to meet it. The facred treafure was brought to 
that city fifty days after the faint's death, and after having been e» 
pofed fix days, was interred on the firft of Oclober in the oratory 
of St. Maurice, which he had founded ; where Hands at prefent 
the famous abbey which bears his name. His principal feftival is 
kept on the thirty-firfl of this month. St. Germanus was the ti- 
tular faint of many churches in England, and of the great ab* 
bey of Selby in Yorkfhire, the abbot whereof was a par- 
liamentary baron. A chapel near Verulam, in which St. Germa- 
nus had preached, was a place of great devotion to him among 
our ancestors, and was afterwards dedicated under his name. Prom 
him the parliamentary borough of St. German's in Cornwal is 
called. — See his life written by the pried Conflantius who was near, 
ly his cotemporary, and is commended by Sidonius Apollinaris w. 
the fame age : alfo Bede, and Nennius, the Britifh hhlorian who 
wrote in 6zo. Alt thefe relate the miracles mentioned above. 
See alfo Lel.md's Itinerary, Brown- Willis, Udier, P'kury, Tiiitf- 
niont and Orli. 
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Eft K was phyfician to tin- emperour Galerius Maximianiis 
(L and a ChiifHau, but fell by a temptation which is form: • 
riinffi more ckmoerons than tlie fierce? trials of the iiti eeit 
ionnents. For bad example, if not fliimued, infciiiiMy wea- 
kens, an<! at length deiiiow; the. luonreit viitue. I'.int :ileoii 
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being perpetually obfefled by it in an impious idolatrous court, 
and deceived by often hearing the falfe maxims of the world 
applauded, was unhappily (educed into an apoftafy. But a zealous 
Chriftian called Hermolaus by his prudent admonitions awa- 
kened his confeience to a fenfe of his guilt, and brought him 
again into the fold of the church. The penitent ardently 
■wilhed to expiate his crime by martyrdom ; and to prepare 
himfelf for the conflict, when Diocletian's bloody perfecutiora 
broke out at Nicomedia in 303, he distributed all his poflefii- 
ons among the poor. Not long after this action he was taken 
up, and in his houfe were alfo apprehended Hermolaus, Her- 
mippus and Hermocrates. After fufFering many torments 
they were all condemned to lofe their heads. St. Pantaleon 
fuffered the day after the reft. He is ranked by the Greeks 
amongft the Oreat Martyrs. Procopius mentions a church in his 
honour at Constantinople, which being decay'd was repaired 
by Juflinian. His relicks were tranflated to Conftantinople, 
and there kept with great honour, as St. John Damafcen in- 
forms us (1). The greateft part of them are now (hewn in 
the abbey of St. Denys near Paris ; but his head at Lyons. 
Phyficians honour St. Pantaleon as their chief patron after St. 

Luke. Happy are they in that profefiion, who improve their 
iludy chiefly to glory the fupreme Creator whofe infinite power 
and wifdom are difplayed in all his works ; and who by the 
opportunities of charity which their art continually offers them, 
rejoice to afford comfort, and corporal, if not often alfo fpiritual 
fuccour, to the molt fufFering and diftrefled part of their fpecies, 
efpecially among the poor. All the healing powers of medicine 
are a gift of God (2 ). And he himfelf who could have re ft o red" 
Ezechias to health by the leaft a£fc of his omnipotent will, 
(Jircdled Ifaiah to apply dry figs to the abcefs into which his fe- 
ver vvas terminating; than which poultice no better remedy 
could have been ufed to promote fuppuration (3). St. Am- 
biofe (4), St. Balil (5) and St. Bernard (6) inveigh fevcrely 
ngninft too nice and anxious a care of health ; as a mark of in- 
ordinate felf love and immortification : nor is any thing generally 
more hurtful to it. But as man is not mailer ol his own life or 
health, he is bound to take a moderate reafouable care not to 
throw them away (7). To negkcTt the more iimplc and 

S 3 ordinary 
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ordinary fuccours of medicine when abfolutely neceflary, is 
to tranfgrefs that law of charity which every one owes to him, 
felf (8). The faints who condemned, as contrary to their pe- 
nitential ft ate, far fought or exquifite means, with St. Charles 
Borromreo, were fcrupuloufly attentive to eilential prefcriptions 
of phyficians in funple and ordinary remedies. But itt the 
chriftian in ficknefs leek in the fir ft place the health of his foul 
by penance, and the exercife of all virtues. Let him aUo con- 
sider God as his chief phyfician, begging him, if it may be 
conducive to his divine honour, to rciiore the frame he created, 
and intreating our Redeemer to ftretch out that hand upon him, 
with which in his mortal ftate he reft or ed fo many hck to their 
health. fie who trufts more in the art of prnficians than in 
the Lord, will deferve the reproach of A fa, king of Juda (9), 
So hidden are often the caufes of diftempcrs, fo precaiious the 
power of remedies, and fo uncertain the fkill of the abiefi: phy- 
sicians, that their endeavours frequently check nature, inltcad 
of (cconding its efforts ; and thus haften death. The divine 
Meiiing alone is the chiiftian's fheet anchor, perfe£t rtfignnuon 
to the divine will is the fecurc jepofe of his foul, and the kr- 
vent exercife of penance, patience and devotion is his gain in 

the time of iicknefs, 

On the fame D A Y 

SS. Maximian, Maicjius, Martinian, Djonysivs, John, 
Sprapiok and Cosstantise, commonly called The Seven Sleep- 
ers, MM. Having confefied the faith before the proconful at Kphc- 
fps, under Dccius, in 250, they were walled up together in a cave 
5n which they had hid themfclves, and there fh.pt in the J.ord. 
Some moderns milhiking this expreflion have imagined that they 
only la)' afloep, till tliey were found in 479, under Thcodo- 
■iim, the younger. The truth feenis to be, that their relicks wero 
then discovered. They are much honoured by the Greeks, Syrian.'., 
and nil the oriental nations Their relieks were conveyed to Mai- 
ieillef. in a large (tone cofKn. which is Hill Ihcwn there in St.Y iiLtui'.-. 
church.— See bt. K.'/ixgoiy of 'J 'ours, J 1 . de ^lor, Mart c. 95. ^id 

(J "per the Bolhuuliil, Julii, T. 6. p. 37S, 

(R) Kphef. v. 2f). Aiitr. ep. 130 ol. 1?.; ad Prcbam. 
2 Taral. xv. 12. 



J U 1. Y 



( ^93 ) 



JULY 28. 

SS. NaZarius and Celsus, MM. 

From two fermons delivered on their fejiival, the one by St. Enno- 
dius, the other pafjes under the name of St. Ambrofe and was 
written foon after his time, perhaps by St. Gaudentius of Bref- 
cia : alfo from Paulinus the deacon^ in bis life of St. Ambrofe* 
See Ti/temonty T. 2. 

About the Year 68. 

CT. Nazarius's father was a heathen, and enjoyed a con- 
^ fiderable pod in the Roman army. His mother Perpetua 
was a zealous Chriftian, and was inftrucSled by St. Peter, or his 
difciples, in the moft perfect maxims of our holy faith. Naza* 
rius embraced it with fo much ardour, that he copied in his life 
all the great virtues he faw in his teachers ; and out of zeal for 
the falvation of others left Rome, his native city, and preached 
the faith in many places with a fervour and difintereftednefs be- 
coming a difciple of the apoftles. Arriving at Milan he was 
there beheaded for the faith together with Celfus, a youth whom 
he carried with him to aflift him in his travels. Thefe martyrs 
raftered foon after Nero had raifed the flrif. pcrfecution. Their 
bodies were buried feparately in a garden without the city, 
where they were difcovered and taken up by St. Ambrofe in 
395. In the tomb of St. Nazarius a vial of the faint's blood 
was found as frefb and red as if it had been fpilt that day. The 
faithful flaincd handkerchiefs with fome drops, and alfo formed 
a certain paftc with it: a portion of which St. Ambrofe fent to 
St. Gaudentius bifhop of Brefcia. St. Ambrofe conveyed the 
bodies of the two martyrs into the new church of the apoftles, 
which he had juft built. A woman was delivered of an evil 
fpirit in their prefencc. St. Ambrofe font (oiar of thefe rclicks 
to St. Paulinus of Mola, who received them with great refpeci, 
as a moft valuable prcfent, as he tcilifie* (i)- The martyrs 
died as the outcatls of the woild, but iuc crowded by (iod with 
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immortal honour. The glory of the world is falfe and tran- 
fitory, and an empty bubble or fliadow : but that of virtue is 
true, folid and permanent even in the eyes of men. For, to 
life the comparifon of St. Bafil (2), as the more we look upon 
the fun, the more we admire it, and by reviewing it never find 
it Jefs bright or lefs beautiful : fo the memory of the martyrs 
^vhich we celebrate, after fo many years is only more frefh'ia 
our minds, and will be more flourifhing in all ages to come, 

(?.) S. Baf. hom. de S. Gordio. 

On the fame DAY 

St. Victor, Pope, M. He was a native of Africa, and fucceed- 
ed St Eleutherius in the pontificate, in the year 192, the nineteenth 
of Commodus. The practice of thole virtues which had prepared 
him for that dignity, rendered him a true fucceflbur of the apoftles. 
He vigorously oppofed the rifing herefies of that age. Theodotus 
of Byzantium, a tanner, having apoftatized from the faith to lave 
his life in a late perfecution, afterwards, to extenuate his guilt, pre- 
tended that he had denied only a man, not God ; teaching that Cnrift 
was nothing more than a mere man, as the Socinians teach at this 
day: whereas the Arians allowed him to have been before the 
world, though himfelf a creature. Theodotus going to Rome, 
there drew many into his blafphemous errour ; for he was well 
ver&d in polite literature. But Victor checked his progrefs by ex- 
communicating him with Ebion, Artemon, and another Theodotus 
who had taught the fame blafphemy (1). This other Theodotus, 
cilled Trapezita, or the banker, was author of the Melchifcdecian 
herefy, pretending that Melchifedec was greater than Chrift. 

Montanus, a new convert in Myfia, near Phrygia, out of an un- 
bounded defire of invading the nrft dignities of the church, and 
iilled with rage to fee himfelf difappointed, began to preach again Jt 
the church; and having by pride and ambition given entrance to the. 
devil, commenced falfe prophet, and, fometimes lofing his fenfes, 
began in an cnthufiaftick /train to utter extraordinary exprcflions, 
Fnica or Piifcilla, and Maximilla, two women of quality, but of 
debauched lives, left their hufbands, and being filled with the fame 
(pint fpol:c like Montanus, void of fenfc, and after an ex'travagrmi 
find luminal manner, pretending they fiicceeded the prophets among 
the difciples of the apoftles. Montanus placed himfelf above the 
apollles, faying that he had received the Paraclete, or the Holy 
Cihoil promifed by Chrift, to perfect his law. He denied that the 
tchurch had power to forgive the fins of idolatry, murder and impu- 
rity, and hardly received any /inner* on repentance. Sfc. Paul had 

allowed 
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allowed fecond marriages, but Montanus forbad them as inconfift- 
cn t with the perfect law of chaftity ; and he forbad Christians to 
flee in time of perfecution. The Montaniits were alfo called from 
their country Cataphryges, and Pepazeni from Pepuzium, a little 
town in Phrygia, which was their capital, and which they called 
jerufalem (z). They boafted of their martyrs, as the Marcionites 
alfo did ; which other hereticks feldom pretended to, as St. Irenzeus 
and Origen take notice : nor could thefe have any great number. 
ApoUonius, a catholick writer quoted by Eufcbius, confounding the 
hvpocrify of the Montaniits, reproached iheir pretended propheteffes 
with infamous debaucheries, and with receiving prefents, faying : 
» £ Does a prophet colour his hair, paint his eye-brows, play at 
" dice, or lend out money on ufury ? 1 will deinonttrate that they 
" are guilty of thefe things.' 7 The catholicks met to examine their 
pretended new prophecies, and convicted them of falfehood, becaufe 
the true prophets were not befide themlelvcs when they fpoke ; alfo 
the Montanifts had lied in their predictions, and oppofed the doc- 
trine of the church. Afterius LJrbanus, a learned prieft, (for he 
calls St. Zoticus, fel low-priefi) confounded them by thefe argu- 
ments, in a great conference held at Ancyra about the year 
The prophecies and errours being condemned as impious, the fol- 
lowers of Montanus were driven out of the church, and excommu- 
nicated. It was reported for certain, that Montanus and Maximil- 
]a, led away by the fpirit that pofTeiTed them, afterwards hanged 
t he m fe Ives. Thefe particulars are related by Eufebius. Tertullian, 
who fell into this herefy about the time of the death of pope Victor, 
fays (3) that this pope at fir ft admitted to the communion of the 
church thefe pretended prophets. And it was eafy to be deceived 
in a matter of fact concerning perfons at fuch a dirtance, and who 
appeared under the garb of hypocrify. But he had no fooner an- 
fuered their letters, in which he acknowledged them brethren, but 
Praxeas coming from the Eaft, brought him an ample account of 
their tenets and practice : and Victor immediately recalled his let- 
ters of communion, nnd condemned thefe innovators. This Praxeas 

was a Phrygian, and being puffed up becaufe he had fufTered impri- 
fonmcnt for the faith, began to fow a new herefy at Rome, main- 
timing but one perfon in God, and attributing crucifixion to the Fa- 
ther as well as to the Son ; whence his followers were called Patri- 
p.iliians His errours being brought to light he was alf> cut oiY 
from the communion of the church. About the fame time Tatiaa 
fell from the chinch. He war> a Syrian, a Platonick philofopher, 
and a difciple of St. Juflin, Martyr, after whole death he taught fbmc 
lime at Rome. Afterwards returning into Syria, in 171, he there 
broached his errours, which he durlt not advance at Rome. He 
borrowed leveral of them from Marcion, Videncinus and Saturninus, 
teaching two principles, and that the Creator is the evil principle or 

(2) Kuf. I. c. c. 17. Sc.Hicr. ep. 94 ad Marcel. Tcrt. 1. de Fu- 

P, dc I'udic &c. 

(3) Ten J. adv. Praxcam. 
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god. He added feveral new errours, as that Adam was damned. 
He condemned marriage as no lefs criminal than adultery, wncncc 
his followers were called Encratitee, or the continent. They were 
like wife called Hydroparaftatae or Aquarii, becaufe in con fee rating 
the eucharift they ufed only water, for they condemned all ufe of 
wine, and likewife the ufe of flem meat (4). The ancients obferve 
that Tatian's fall was owing to pride, which often attends an opi- 
nion of knowledge (a). And of this there can not be a more dange- 
rous fymptom in a fcholar than a fondnefs for novelty and Angula- 
rity , efpecially if joined with obftinacy and opiniativenefs. 

St Victor was watchful to cut off thefe fcandals in their root, and 
every where to maintain the purity of the faith with unity. Upon 
this motive he exerted his zeal in the difpute about the time of ce- 
lebrating Eafter. The churches of Letter Afia kept it with the jews 
on the fourteenth day of the firft moon after the vernal equinox, on 
whatever day of the week it fell. The Roman church, and all the 
reft of the world, kept Eafter always on the Sunday immediately 
following that fourteenth day. Pope Anicetus permitted thefe Afia- 
ticks to keep their own cuftom even at Rome : but pope Sotcr, his 
fuccelTour, obliged them to conform to the cuftom of places where 
they fhould be. Several councils held at Rome, in Palefline, in 
Pontus, in Gaul, at Corinth, and other places, unanimoufly deter- 
mined the point according to the Roman cuftom. Yet Polycrates, 
bifhop of Ephefus, wrote ftrenuoufly in defence of the Afiatick cu- 
ftom, which he faid was derived from St. Philip who died at Hie- 
rapolis, from St. John Evangelift, St. Polycarp bifhop and martyr, 
Sagaris bilhop and martyr who died at Laodicea, and others. Vic- 
tor feeing the Afiaticks fixed in their refolution, threatened to cut 
them off from the communion of the church. From the words or 
Eufebius {b) fome moderns infer with Baronius, Couftant and De M ar- 
ea, that he excommunicated them in a letter, but immediately f impend- 
ed or recalled the fentence : others with Thomafin, Natalis Alexander 

and 

(4) S. Epiph. hair. 46. S.Iren. 1. 1. c. 31. Clem. Alex. Strom. 
1. 3. p. 465. 



(a) Ta t ia 1 r s Oration again ft the 
ilretks is extant. tin it he difplays 
much profane erudition, mow- 
ing that Mofes was older than 
the G entile philofophers, who 
borrowed the fciences from the 
patriarchs. Me writ this piece 
after the death of St Jultin, but 
before his fcparation from the 
church : for in it he proves one 
God the Creator of MI things, 
and iecms to approve the ll ate 



of matrimony. It wants method, 
but the ftyle is elegant enough, 
though exuberant, and not very 
elaborate. This picceisof ten pub- 
lifhed at the end of the works ol 
St. Jnllin. We have an accurate 
feparate edition, printed at Ox- 
ford in 1700, with notes and 
dillertations, by the care of Mr- 
William Worth, archdeacon 0! 
Worccllcr. 



ft * 



July 28. St. INNOCENT, Pope, C. 297 

and Gravefon, think that he only threatened it : which opinion belt 
arrets with the fequel. The fchifm which Blaftus, a prielt, had 
lately formed at Rome, upon the difference of this rite, for which 
he had been degraded by pope Eleutherius, probably made St. Vic- 
tor more fevere in extirpating a practice which became daily more 
(hrwerous to the unity of the church. But prudence and charity 
recommended a toleration fome time longer, which he was prevailed 
upon to grant, by a letter of St. Jrenaeus, who wrote to him on that 
jubjeel in his own name, and in that of his brethren in Gaul. St. 
Victor died foon after this in the year 201, the ninth of Severus, af- 
ter he had fat ten years c He is ityled a martyr by fome writers of 
rhc fifth ae;e, and in an ancient pontifical written in 530. Though 
Severus only publilhcd the edicts for his perfecution in 202, feveral 
Cbrirtirms hud filtered in his reign before that time, as Tillemont 
remarks (5). F. Pagi thinks St. Victor did not die by the fword, 
Lccaufe in fome martyrologies he is called only confeffor, though 
his dignity and zeal expofed him to continual perfections, for which 

alone he might deferve the title of martyr bee Eufebius Hill. 1. 5- 

c. 23. Orfi, Berti DifT. Hift. T. 2. p. 88. 

St. Jnnocent I. Pope, C. He was a native of Albano near 
Rome, and upon the death of pope Anaitaiius, in 402, was unani- 
moufly chofen to fill the pontifical chair. He afcended it by com- 
panion, and confidering himfelf in it with trembling, he never 
ceded to beg of God the fpirit of his holy wHdom and prudence, 
which he Hood the more in need of, as the times in which he lived 
were more difficult. Alarick the Goth, with an army of barbarians 
threatened to carry defolation over all Italy. The pope exhorted 
the faithful to receive the fcourges of heaven with fubmilfion and 
humility, and undertook feveral journies to negotiate a reconcilia- 
tion between the emperour Honorius and Alarick ; but in vain. The 
Goths received a great overthrow from the Roman army commanded 
hv Stilico, in 403. But Alarick led them a iecond time to attempt 
the plunder of Rome, and becaufe Honorius rclufed to make him 
general of the imperial army, he took that city on the twenty fourth 
of Augull, 710, and abandoned it to the fuiy of his foldiers, ex- 
cepting'; the church of SS. Peter and Paul, to which he granted the 
piivilege of a fancluary. Pope Innocent was at that time abfent 
with the emperour at R ivenna. 'I he year following Alarick being 
dead, his brother-in-law and fuccciKmr Atulphus again plundered 
Rome. After the depai ture of the barbari, ,ns the good pope haften- 
d thither, and by his piefenee brought comfoit and joy to that af- 
1'i 'led people, lie taught them to draw an advantage from their 
I'lifninp:; bv making a j>uod ufe of them : and lb much were the 
Heathens edified at the patience, resignation and virtue with wliieli 
ilu: I brill iams fuifeicd the lols of their goods and whatever was dear, 
without any murmuring or complaint, that they came in crowds dc- 
''Utij', to b. iuiliucted 111 tin: faith and baptized. \ he pope laboured 
li'i't'lLuuly to form them an holy people, always occupied in good 
Vtutk . ili;; Ietua.;, cipeciaUy thuie to f:..\uper nr. the moil holy 

bijhop 

{',) Mem Keel. T ^. v> n?. 
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biihop of Touloufe, and Decentius bifhop of Gubbio, in anfwer to 
their feveral queries, contain many ufeful rules, and judicious deci. 
fions. In the former he fays, that communion or abfolution is ne- 
ver to be denied to dying penitents, that we may not imitate the 
hardnefs of the Novatians. In that to Decentius he fays, that only 
bifhops, who have the fovereignty of the priefthood, can confer the 
Holy Ghoit in confirmation, by anointing the foreheads of perfons 
baptized, and that he cannot recite the words of the form for fear 
of difcovering the mylteries or facraments to the infidels. He ufes 
the fame precaution in fpeaking of the facrifice ; fo inviolable was 
the fecret with which, out of refpect, the primitive Chriftians treat, 
ed the facraments. In the fame epiflle this pope mentioning the 
extreme-unction which is given to the fick, he fays it cannot be ad- 
miniftered to penitents before their reconciliation, becaufe it is a 
facrament ; and all facraments are refufed them in that Hate. This 
evinces that it was held to be no lefs properly a facrament than the 
jeucharift. He indeed allows the cuftom that then prevailed for the 
laity to ufe the holy oils out of devotion, but without the facramen- 
tal words, and not as a facrament. For being confulted whe- 
ther bifhops could give that facrament, which was ufually admi- 
niitered by priefts, he proves that bifhops can do it, becaufe priefts 
can : confequently, he fuppofes as undoubted, that only priells, 
not laymen, can minifter this holy facrament. When, in 416, the 
councils of Carthage and Milevum had condemned the Pelagian cr- 
rours, and wrote to the pope againft them, the fynodal letters of 
both thofe councils having been drawn up by St. Auftin, St. Inno- 
cent, in his anfwer to the bifhops of the council of Milevum, 
fays, that " all ecclefiaftical matters throughout the world are, by 
« l divine right, to be referred to the apollolick fee, that is, to St. 
*« Peter, the author of its name and honour/' He commends the 
bifhops of this council for fo doing ; c< following," fays he, " the 
«< ancienr rule which you know with me, has been always obferved 
" by the whole world" (a). The confirmation given by pope In- 
nocent to thefe two African councils being brought to Africa, St. 

Aullin 



(a) From th's example it is 
manifefl that the African bifhops 
referred {n-eatcr caufes, and at 
leail thofe of faith, to the holy 
<ee, and in them always allowed 
appeals to it ; though at that time 
they carried on a contcll with the 
popes Innocent, Xofimus and 
Celelline, againii appeals being 
made in letter caufes of perfonal 
t\i6i$ t winch it is often diflicult 
to carry on in remote courts, and 
which, ii too eafy and frequent, 
;ire a bar to the Ipcedy execution 
of ju.ticc. Yet iucu appeals or 



revifions of caufes are fometiincs 
neceflary to hinder crying injuf- 
tices and oppreflions. Whence 
the regulation of the manner of 
red raining appeals in fniallcr cc- 
clcliaflical caufes is a point of 
difciplinc. iiut the general coun- 
cil of Sardica, which was an ap- 
pendix of the council oi Nice, 
declared that appeals mull be al- 
lowed from the whole worM to 
the bifhops of Rome : and in this 

difciplinc the Africans iben wftcT 
acquit* iced. 
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^Auftin faid (6) • " The decifions of the two councils have been al- 
|* ready Tent to the Apoftolick fee : the refcripts are alio come from 
ut thence. The caufe is now finilhed : would to God that the er- 
U< rour may at laft be at an end.'' St. Innocent doled his life with 
exerting his zeal in defence of divine grace, dying in 417, having 
been pope fifteen years. — See his letters, and the councils, Ceillier, 
T. 10 p. 104. 

St. Sampson, B. C. He was a child of prayer, and was born of 
noble parentage in South-Wales, about the year 490. At feven 
years of age he was put under the care of St. Iltutus, a very learned 
abbot in Glamorganshire, and having made great progrefs in learn- 
ing and virtue, was ordained prieft by St. Dubritius, bilhop of Cae'r- 
Icon In 512, he pafTed into a neighbouring ifland, where he led 
an eremitical life, as did feveral others, under the direction of St. 
Piro, a holy prieft. By an order of SS. Dubritius and Iltutus he 
paid a vifit to his aged father who lay dangeroufly ill. The faint 
reltorcd him by his prayers to his health, and converted him, and 
his whole numerous family, including his uncles, coufins and bro- 
thers, whom he placed in feveral monasteries, but his father and an 
uncle in his own community cf hermits. In $16, he made a voyage 
into Ireland, to animate himfelf to fervour by the example and in- 
ftruclions of many illuftrious faints who flouriihed there, and after his 
return ihut himfelf up in a cave in a wildernefs. In c^o, St. Dubri- 
tius called him to a fynod at Caerleon, and in it ordained him bi- 
lhop without being fixed in any particular fee. St. Sampfon con- 
tinued his former aultere manner of life, abftaining wholly from 
flefh, fometimes eating only once in two or three days, and often 
pa/ling the whole night in prayer Handing, though fometimes when 
he watched the night he took a little reft leaning his head againlt a 
wall. To gain fouls to God by the exercife of the miniilry with 
which he law himfelf cntruftcd, he paffrd over into Ihitany in 
france, with his father and his couiin St. Magloire, and was fol- 
lowed by St. Maclou or Malo, another coufin. St. Sampfon there 
converted many idolators, railed a dead man to life, and wrought 
many other miracles. He founded at Dole, a great abbey, and 
fixed there an epifcopal lee, which long enjoyed a metropolitical 
imikliclion over all the other bifhops of Britany. Pie fubferibed to 
the fecond council of Paris, held in 557, in the manner following : 

I Sampfon, a finner, bifhop, have confented and lubfcrihed." 
Neufed to have a crofs carried before him, as is the cuilom of arch- 
biflmpj at prelent. He died about the year $64. A conliderable 
putt oi his relicks was ti '.inflated to Paris, with thofe of St. Mayloire 
St. Maclou, for fear of the inroads of the Normans. — See hiu 
Muin Mabillon, Act. Boned. T. 1. p. 176. 

St Maoi.ojkk was fellow difciple of St. Sampfon under St. Iltu- 
hiVind his y.ealous companion in his apollolical labour;; in Arinorica, 
wJlniany, and he fuccceded him in the abbey of Dole, and in the; 
'■mfcnpal eharacler. His labours weie attended with a ^rcat harvcit 

of 

{()) St Aug. Serm 131. n. 10. 
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of fouls. After three years he refigned his bilhoprick, being Jeremy 
years old, and retired into a defert on the continent, and fometiir* 
after into the ifle of Jerfey, where he founded and governed a mo- 
Jiaftery of fixty monks. He lived on barley- bread and pulfe, ^ 
only after funfet, and on Wednefdays and Fridays took no nourift. 
ment at all : on Sundays and fellivals he added to his bread a little 
fifh. For fix months before he died he never ilirred out of die 
church, but when he was obliged by fome neceffity : and he fre- 
quently repeated with fighs : One thing I ba<ve ajked of the Lm; 

this njuill I fiek after ; that I ?nay dive 11 in the houfe of the Lari 

all the days of my life (i). He died about the year 575, and 
is honoured on the twenty fourth of October. His relicks were re- 
moved to Paris with thofe of Sc. Sampfon, in the tenth century, and 
are there kept in the church of St. James, which now bears his name, 
and belongs to the great feminary of the French Oratorians. 

St. Brieue, B. C. He was a native of Britain, and in the 
fame age founded in Britany two monafteries, the fecond of which 
ftill flourifhes there under his name. He was chofen bifhop of Lex. 
obia, in 532, and died fome years after on the firll of May, on 
which day he is commemorated in the martyrologies. This towa 
falling to decay the bifhoprick was transferred to Treguier, which 
Tofe from a famous monaftery founded by St. Tudval, who came 
alfo from Britain. / 

(1) Pf. xxvi. 4. 

JULY 29. 

St. M A R T H A, V. 



SHE was fiffcer to Mary and Lazarus, and lived with them 
at Bcthania, a Jimall town two miles diftant from Jerusa- 
lem, 7i little beyond mount Olivet. Our B letted Redeemer 
had made his refidence ufually in Galilee, till in the third year 
of his publick mini/try he preached chiefly in Juchea, during 
which interval he frequented the houfe of thefe three holy tlii- 
ciples. Mart ha feems to have been the eld eft, and to have had 
the chief care and direction of the houfhold. It appears from 
the hiftory of the refurre£Hon of Lazarus that their family was 
of principal note in the country. In the firft viilt, as it fcems, 
with which Jefus Iionoured them ( 1 ), St. Luke tells us (2) that 
St. Martha ihewed great folicitude to entertain and fcivc h ,nVr 

ft) Luke x. 38. f ib. 
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■ She forgot the privilege of her rank and riches, and would not 
leave fo great an honour to fervants only, but was herfelf very 
bufy in preparing every thing for fo great a gueft and his holy 

" company. Mary fat all the while at our Saviour's feet, 
feeding her foul with his heavenly doctrine. In this fhe found 
fuch inexpreflible fweetnefs, and fo great fpiritual advantage, 
that fhe forgot and contemned the whole world, and would 
fuffer nothing to draw her from her entertainment with her God, 
or make her lofe any one of thofe precious moments. At his 
facrcd difcourfes her heart was inflamed, her pure foul teemed 
to melt in holy love, and in a total forgetfulnefs of all other 
things fhe faid to herfelf, with the fpoufe in the Canticles : 
My beloved io me^ and I to him^ who feedeth a?nong the 
lilies. (3), that is, with chafte fouls, or among the flowers 
of virtues. St. Auftin obferves that this houfe reprefents to us 
the whole family of God on earth. In it no one is idle, but 
his fervants have their different employments, fome in the con- 
templative life, as reclufes; others in the active, as firft, thofe 
who labour for the falvation of fouls in the exteriour functions 
of the paftoral charge: fecondly, thofe who upon pwre motives 
of charity ferve the poor or the lick ; and laftly, all who look 
upon their lawful profefiion in the world as the place for which 
God has deftined them, and the employment which he has 
given them; and who faithfully purfue its occupations with a 
view purely to accomplifh the divine will, and acquit them- 
felves of every duty in the order in which God has placed them 
in this world. He is the greater faint, whatever his ffatc of life 
may be, whofe love of God and his neighbour is more pure, 
more ardent, and more perfect \ for charity is the foul and form 
of chriftian perfection. But it has been difputed whether the 
contemplative or the active life be in itfelf the more perfect. St. 
Thomas anfwers this queftion (4), proving from the example 
of Chrift and his apoflles, that the mixed life, which is made 
up of both, is the moll excellent. This is the apofiolick life 
with the care of fouls, if in it the external functions of inftruct- 
ing, aflifting and comforting others, which is the mo ft noble 
object of charity, be fupported by a con (rant perfect fpirit of 
prayer and contemplation. In order to this, a long and fervent 
iHigious retirement ought to be the preparation which alone 
Ciin form the perfect fpirit of this ftate : and the fame mult he 
conflantly nourifhed and improved by a vehement love and fre- 
quent pi act ice of holy retnement, and a continued iccollec- 

tiou 



("0 Cant. ii. (4) 3. p. 9 40- a I, ad. 2 £: 3. Item. 2, 2 da:. 

^2, arc. 1 & 2, in corp. 



S 02 St. MARTHA, V. July 29 ; 

tion, as Chrift during his miniftry often retired to the moun. 
tains to pray. For that paftor who fufFers the fpirit of prayer 
to languifh in his foul carries about a dead foul in a Jiving 
body, to ufe the expreftion of St. Bonaventure (5). The like 
intertour fpirit muft animate, and fome degree of afliduity in 
the like exercifes, as circumftances will allow, muft fupport 
thofe who are engaged in worldly employs, and thofe who de- 
vote themfelves to ferve Chrift's mod tender and affticled mem- 
bers, the poor and the fick, as Martha ferved Chrift himfelf, 

With fo great love and fervour did Martha wait on our Re- 
deemer, that, as we cannot doubt, fhe thought that if the 
whole world were occupied in attending fo great a gueft, all 
would be too little. She wifhed that all men would employ 
their hands, feet and hearts, all their faculties and fenfes, with 
their whole ftrength, in ferving with her their gracious Crea- 
tor, made for us our brother. Therefore fweetly complaining 
to him, fhe defired him to bid her lifter Mary to rife up and 
help her. Our meek and loving Lord was well pleafed with 
the folicitude and earneftnefs, full of affeclion and devotion, 
wherewith Martha waited on him ; yet he commended mote 
the quiet repofe with which Mary attended only to that which 
is of the greateft importance, the fpiritual improvement of her 
foul. Martha^ Martha* faid he, thou art careful a?id iron- 
bled about many things : hut one thing is neceffary. If pre- 
cipitation or too great eagernefs had any {hare in her fer- 
vice, this would have been an imperfcclion ; which, neverthe- 
lefs, does not appear. Chrift only puts Martha in mind that, 
though corporal duties ought not to be neglecled, and if fancli- 
fied by a per feci intention of charity, are moft excellent virtues, 
yet fpiritual funclions, when they come in competition, are to 
be preferred. The former, indeed, become fpiritual, when 
animated by a perfect fpirit and recolleclion : but this is often 
much impaired by the diftraclion of the mind, and in the courlc 
of action. In our external employments* which we direft, 
with a pure intention, to fulfill the divine will, wc imitate the 
angels when they are employed by God in being our guardians, 
or in other external funclions with which God hath chaigcd 
them ; but as thefe blefTed fpirits in fuch employs never ioie 
fight of God, fo ought we in all our actions to continue, at 
Jeaft virtually, to adore and praile his holy name. Jim herein 
the eye of the foul is often carried oft, or its attention much 
weakened. Whereas in heavenly contemplation the IkuU is 

wholly taken up in God, and moie perfectly united to him by 
J adoration 
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F adoration and love. This is the novitiate of heaven, where it 
I is the uninterrupted occupation of the blefled. In this fenfe 
\\ Chrift To highly commends the choice of Mary, affirming that 
I happy employment would never be taken from her. He 
K added, " One thing is necejfary : 99 which words fome explain 
as if he had faid : " A little is enough, one difli fufRces." But 
the word necejfary determines the fenfe rather to be, as St. Au- 
#in, St. Bernard, Maldonatus, Grotius and others expound it<> 
eternal falvation is our only affair. 

Another inftance which (hews how dear this devout fami- 
ly was to our divine Saviour, is the raifing of Lazarus to life* 
When he fell fick, the pious fitters fent to inform Chrift 
who was then abfent in Galilee. They faid no more 
in their mcflage than this : hie whom thou loveji is Jick* 
They knew very well that this was enough ; and that his 
tender bowels would be moved to compaffion by the bare 
reprefentation of their calamity. It was not to rcmo\€ 
our corporal miferies that Chrift came from heaven, 
and died and fuffered fo much : this was not the object 
which drew down this Almighty Phyfician among us. If 
in his mortal life on earth he healed the fick and raifed 
the dead, by thefe miracles he would manifeft, as by (enfible to- 
kens, the fpiritual cures which he defired to work in our fouls*, 
We groan under the weight of innumerable, and the moft 
dreadful fpiritual miferies. Our tender Redeemer knows 
their horrible depth and endlefs extent. But he would have 
us to conceive a juft fenfe of them, to acknowledge them-, 
and earneftly to implore his aid. For this he fheds the rays of 
his light upon our blind fouls, and rouzes us by his repeated 
graces. The firft ftep towards a deliverance is, that we con- 
fds, with a feeling fenfe, our extreme bafenefs and ingrati- 
tude, and our weaknefs and total incapacity of doing any 
thing of ourfelvcs towards our recovery. But wc have a phy- 
fician infinitely tender and powerful. To. him then wc mufi, 
continually lay open our diftrefs, and with deep compunction 
dilplay our miferies before his holy eyes, earneftly ft riving 
by tli is dumb eloquence to move him to pity ; expofmg to 
him that we whom he lovcth ftill as the work of his hands, as 
the price of his blood, lie ingulfed in unfpeakabie miferies. 
Thus wc muft intrcat him, with tears and Joud cries of our 
hearts, to look down on his image in our fouls, now disfigured 
ami full icd with fin ; on his kingdom left defolate by the tyranny 
<>1 the devil and our paflions ; on the vineyard which himielf 

tail planted, adorned and fenced, but which is laid walh- by 
Vol, III, X jnencilciB 
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mercilefs robbers and enemies : and that he would ftretch ou; 
his almighty hand to repair thefe breaches, and fave us. So 
long as life lafts we can never be fure that we (hall find mercy , 
or reft fecure of the iflue of our great trial upon which our etci- 
nity depends 5 fo long therefore we ought never to ceafe, with 
moft earneft cries to implore the clemency of our Judge, laying 
open our fpiritual miferies to him in thefe words of the two 
fitters, " Behold he, whom thou loveft, is finking under the 
<c weight of his evils, 5 ' and beg him to remember his ancient 
love and mercies towards us. We ought alfo in corporal dif- 
tempers to addrefs ourfelves to God with the like words, he 
ing with Martha our own or our brother's corporal health, if 
this may be expedient to our fouls, and conducive to the di- 
vine honour. In all thefe petitions we ought to implore the 
joint fupplications of the faints, 2s at the intreaties of the fif- 
ters Chrift raifed Lazarus. Having received their mefla<re he 
wanted no other prompter than that of his own companion and 
aftecStion : an emblem of the paternal mercy with which he 
draws to himfelf, and receives, penitent finners. Had the pro- 
digal fon offered any plea of merits or deferts, he had never 
deferved to find favour. But he knew the goodnefs and ten- 
d*rnefs of his father, who had with reftlefs nights waited (with 
impatience to fee him return. The tender parent wanted no 
motives drawn from other objects or things without himfelf. 
The paternal affection within his own breaft pleaded in fa- 
vour of his difobedient child. By this his very bowels yearned 
to embrace him again, and raife him from fpiritual death to 
life. This fame tendernefs and companion in Chrift was the 
grounds of the lifters confidence, jefus, however, deferred fit- 
ting out two or three days that his glory might be the* more 
manifefted by the greater evidence of the miracle, and by the 
trial of the virtue and confidence of the two holy lifters. When 
he arrived at Bcthania, Martha went firft out to meet and 
welcome him j and then called her fiftcr Mary. The prefence 
of Jefus brings every blefliiig and comfort ; and by it the ftflers 
had the joy to fee their brother reftoreel again to life when he 
had been four days in the grave. Chrift was again at Betha- 
jiin, at the houfe of Simon the Leper, fix days before his paf- 
fio.11. Lazarus was one of the guefts. Martha waited at t;i- 
ble ; and Mary poured a box of coftly ointments on mti 
Turd's feet, which fhe wiped with the hair of her head (7). 

Judas Ifcariot complained of this waftc, faying that the oim- 
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nient might have been fold, and the price given to the poor* 
Nut that he had any regard for the poor, but bearing the com- 
mon pujfe he converted things fome times to his own ufe, be- 
ing a thief. How imperceptible a vice is covetoufnefs, and 
how fubtle in excufes to deceive itfelf ! Charity interprets thd 
acli^ns of others in the bed part ; but paffion hurries men into 
rafh judgments. Judas condemned the mo ft heroick virtue 
and devotion of a faint. But Jefus undertook her defence, 
lie was pleafed, not with the ointment, but with the love and 
devotion of his fervent fervant, which he fufFered her to fatisfy 
by that aclion, winch he received as performed for the em- 
balming; of his body, his death being then at hand. He, more- 
over, declared that this good work which Judas condemned, 
fhould be commended to the edification ot his fervants over 
the whole world wherever his gofpel mould be preached. 

St. Martha feems to have been one of thofe holy women 
who attended Chrift during his Paffion, and flood under hifi 
crofs. After his afcenfion fhe came to MarfeiJles, and end- 
ed her life in Provence, where her body was found at 
Tarafcon, foon after the difcovery of that of St. Mary 
Magdalen. It lies in a magnificent fuhtcrrancous chapel 
of the ftaCely collegiate church at Tarafcon, which' is dc- 
catcd to God in her honour. King L^wis XL gave a 
rich buft of gold, in which the head of the faint is kept. \V<j 
have all, like St. Martha, one only neccfiary affair ; that for 
which alone God created and redeemed us ; for which he has 
wrought fo many wonderful myfteries in our favour, and upon 
which the dreadful alternative of fovercign and cverJaflvng hap- 
pinefs or mifery depends. This is, that we refer even all our 
worldly employments and all that we do, to glorify God, to 
fuliil his will, and to fave our fouls. In this all our thoughts 
de fires and enterprifes ought to centre : this is the circle in 
which we muff, fhut ourfeives up, and never think of moving 
out of. .Every one ought fmcerely to fay with an ancient 
wiiter : cc J have but one only affair ; and 1 tv.re fur nothing 
" elfe only lcli any other tiling fhould take off any paic of 
" my attention from this my only bufinefs {a)*' What ac- 
count will 1 they he able tov'wc to thcnafe)ve> or to their J ud^e at 
the hid day who make vanity, pad hues and idle employment:' 
the inle bufinefs of their life i of they who toil and Have 
much in buttling through the world, teeming to neglect no- 
but their only affair ? 

V 2. On 
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On the fame DAY 



SS. Simplicius and Faustinus, Brothers, and Breatrice their 
fitter, MM. The two brothers were cruelly tormented, and at 
length beheaded at Rome in the perfecution of Diocletian, in the 
year 303. Their filter Beatrice took up their bodies out of the 
Tiber, and gave them burial. She lay herfelf concealed feven 
months in the houfe of a virtuous widow called Lucina, with whom 
flie fpent her time, night and day in fervent prayer, and in the ex- 
ercife of other good works. She was difcovered and impeached by 
a Pagan kinfman, who defigned topoflefs himfelf of her eilate which 
was contiguous to his own : She refolutely protelled to the judge that 
fhe would never adore gods of wood and rtone, and was flrangled 
by his order in prifon the night following. Lucina buried her body 
fiear her brothers on the fide of the highway to Porto, in the ce- 
inetry called Ad Urfum Pilcatum. Pope Leo tranflated their relicks 
into a church which he built to their honour in the city : they now 
lie in that of St. Mary Major. With t^hem is commemorated St. 
Felix pope and martyr, whofe name is found, in the martyrologies, on 
this day. 



JULY 30 



St. ABDON and SENNEN, MM, 



THEY were Perfians, but coming to Rome courageoufly 
confeffed the faith of Chrift in the perfecution of Dc- 
cius in 250. They were cruelly tormented, but the more 
their bodies were mangled and covered with ghauly wounds, 
the moie were their fouls adorned and beautified with divine 
grace, and rendered glorious in the fight of heaven. 'I he 
Chr Lilians at Rome did not treat them as Grangers, but as bre- 
thren united to them in the hope of the fame blcflcd country : 
and after their death carefully depolitcd their bodies in the 
houfe of a fu brie aeon called Quirinus. In the reign of Con- 
itantine the Great, their relicks were removed into the anci- 
ent burying place of Pontian, fo called from fome rich man 
■who built it : called alfo, from fome fign, Ad Urfum Piletitinn* 
It afterwards received its name from SS. Abdou and Scimen. 

It was htUiitc near the Tiber, on the road 10 Porta near the 

gatei 
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aates of Rome. The images of thefe martyrs with Perfian 
bonnets and crowns on their heads, and their names are to be 
feen there at this day in ancient fculpture (1). SS. Abdon and 
Sennen are mentioned in the ancient Liberian calendar, and in 
other martyrologies : though their modern acts deferve no no- 
tice as cardinal Noris has demonftrated (2). 

The martyrs preferred torments and death to fin, becaufe 
the ]ove of God above all things reigned in their breaft. tc We 
" fay we are Chriffians, fays Tertullian (3), and proclaim it 
" to the whole world \ and under the hands of the executio- 
" ner, and in the midft of all the torments you inflict upon us, 
" to compel us to unfay it. Torn and mangled, and weltring 
c < in our blood we cry out as loud as we are able to cry : That 
" we are worfhippers of God through Chrift." Upon which 
Mr. Reeves obferves, that no other religion ever produced any 
confiderable number of Martyrs except the true one. Do we 
ever read of any generation of men fo greedy of martyrdom, 
who thought it long till they were upon the rack, and were fo 
patient, fo chearful and ftedfafr. under the moft intolerable tor- 
ments ? Socrates was the only philofopher that can be faid to 
have died for his dodirine. And what a reftlefe pofture of mind 
does he betray, who was efteemed the ben: and the wifeft of 
the Heathens? With what mifgivings, and fits of hope and 
fear, does he deliver himfelf in that moft famous difcourfe fup- 
pofcd to have been made by him a little before his death, 
about a future ftate (4) ? And neither Phsedo, Cebes, Crito, 
Simmias, nor any other of his greateft friends who were 
prefent at his death, durft maintain either his innocence, or 
that dodirine for which he died, in the Areopagus. With 
what refer vc did Plato himfelf dogmatize concerning the gods 
whom he worfliipped in publick, but denied in private ? How 
did he dodge about, difguife hinVelf, and fay and unfay the 
fame excellent truths ? Only the Chriftians furTered at this rate, 
and they held on fiiffcring for feveral hundred years together^ 
till they had fubdued the world by dying for their religion. 
What could engage fuch a number of men in fuch a religion, 
and fupport them in it in defiance of death in the moft fhock- 
ing forms, but evident truth, and a fupcriour grace and flrength 

irom above ? 

T 3 On 
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On the fame DAY. 

St. Glaus or Olavb, king of Norway, M. He was Ton to a 
prince of Nurway, and delivered that country from the tyranny of 
the Goths and Susones who at that time reigned in Sweden, h 
ior:, he /ailed to England, and fuccefsfully afllfted king Ethel red 
again it the Danes after the death of Sueno or Svvayn their king. 
Be afterwards waged war againft Olaus ScotKonung, king of 
Sweden, till that king having embraced the Christian faith tool: to 
wife the daughter of St. Olave. Thefe princes about that time in- 
troduced the Itomefcot, a fmall annual tribute yearly to be paid to 
the apoitoiick fee [a). Our religious king having fettled his domi- 
nions in peace, fet himfelf to extirpate out of them tlve abominable 
fupsrilitions of idolatry. Me travelled in perfon from town to town, 
exhorting his iubjects to open the eyes of their fouls to the bright 
light of faith A company of zealous preachers attended him, and 
he clemoJiihed in many places the idolatrous temples. The Hca- 
thens rebelled, and with the afhftance of Canutus or Cnut from 
England defeated and expelled him. Olaus, however, recovered 
his kingdom : but was flain in an ambufende laid for him by the in* 
fidwh in loztf. Mis body was honourably buried at Drontheim, his 
capita', and his lhrine was rendered famous by many miracles. Ho 
was honoured with great devotion throughout all the northern king- 
doms of Europe, and feveral churches in England bore his name. 
He was called by our ancestors, St. Olave, and more frequently St, 
Toole}'. — See Saxo Grammaticus, in his hillory of Denmark 1. ic, 

fol. q*., <K, 96. 

Another Oiaus king of Sweden, was converted to the faith by 
St. Anfcharius, and tor his zeal in propagating the fame : rind be* 
caufe, in the time of a great famine, he could not be compelled to 
offer facrihee to the idols of Upfal, was facrificcd to them by the 
rebellious inhabitants of Birca, at that time the ufual refidence ol 
die kings of Sweden ; from the ruins of which city Stockholm took 
its rife, though built at a confidcrable uiilance from it. — Sec nil- 
fendoif 's Mill, of Sweden, T. 1. p. 70. 

St. Jui rr-jw, M. The emporour Dioclcfian, hy the fir ft edifn 
which he ilfued out ncainll the Chrillians in 307, declared them in- 
famous, and debarred from all protection of the laws, and fioni all 
tne privileges of citizens. My thus putting arms into the haruh ol 
orcry one agumil them, the tyrant hoped to fee their very naiitf 
extinouilked. Hut he was not fenlible th at this divine religion thru 
triumphs when it:, profeflbrs feem to be overcome by death, and (li.U 
by :t Human weaknuhs is made victorious over the power of tliewoilil 
and hell. Oi this St. luliita i:. an inllance. She was a rich lad) ol L:t'* 

(//") $-o? and T.-.t are originally Swedifh or Teutonic k won.", 
fu'nil\ in,', Ta \. Rome/cot is a tax for Rome, and Seut*Komui£ 
the king\. Uw: m See baiun Molbcrg. 
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farea in Cappadocia, and was pofTefled of many farms, cattle, goods 
and flakes. A powerful man of the town, by open violence, got 
po/Temon of a confideraf>le part of her eftate ; and when he could 
not otherwife maintain his fuit before the pretor, charged hsr with 
beino- a Chriltian. The judge caufed fire and incenfe to be immedi- 
ate! v brought into the court, and commanded her to offer facrifice 
to the idols. But fhe courageoufly made him this anfwer : <c May 
" my eftates perilh or be difpofed of to grangers ; may I alfo lofe 
" my life, and may this my body be cut in pieces rather than that 
« by the leaft impious word I Ihould offend God that made me. 
« Jf you take from me a little portion of this earth, I fhall gain 
" heaven for it. 11 The judge was extremely exafperated at the un- 
daunted refolution with which fhe fpoke, and without more ado con- 
firmed to the ufurper the eftates to which he unjuftly laid claim, acd 
condemned the fervant of Chrift to the flames. Upon hearing this 
fentence, a kind of heavenly joy and mofl amiable chearfulnefs 
ilufliL-d her countenance, which (he could not refrain from expreffing 
by continual thanfgtving to God to her laft breath. She exhorted 
the Chriltians in the molt moving manner to conftancy and fervour. 
The Pagans were amazed to fee a lady of her rank, age and for- 
tune, pofle/Ted of all the advantages necelTary to pleafe the world, 
and yet in a condition to enjoy all that is in it mofl flattering, to 
contemn all this, and life itfelf with fuch an heroick conltancy. 
When all things were ready for the execution, Julitta laid herfclf 
chearfully upon the pile, and there expired, being, as it feems, 
{lifted by the fmoke ; for the flame rifing in an arched vault round 
her body, did not touch it, and the Chriltians took it up entire. It 
was afterwards interred in the porch of the principal church in tfye 
city; and St. Bafil, fpeaking of this treafure about the year 379, 
wrote as follows : (e It enriches with bleflings both the place and 
4< thofc who come to it." He afTures us that " the earth which 
" received the body of this blcffed woman fent forth a fpring of 
" moil pleafant water, whereas all the neighbouring waters are 
" brackifh and fait. This water preferves health, and relieves the 
" fick." Both the Greeks and Latins honour Sc. Julitta on this 
day— See St. JBahTs homily on St. Julitta T. 2. p. 33. horn. 5 : alfo 
ui Kuinart/s collection, p. 515. 
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JULY 31. 

St. IGNATIUS of Loyola, C. Founder 

of the Society of Jefus. 

Jfis life was written by F. Lewis Gonzales or Gonzalvo, who was 
a long time the fainfs confefjbr^ and died at Lijbon in 1575- 
and again by Ribadeneira, who bad intimately conv er fed with tk 
faint , and died at Madrid in 1 6 r I . It is elegantly compild 
in Latin by Majfei^ zuho died at Tivoli in 1 6 03, in /tali cm Jy 
Bart oli at Rome about 1 650, and in French by Bouhours, one of 
the able/1 and mo/1 judicious of the modern French criticks in polite 
literature, who died at Paris in 1704. Pinius, the Bollandijl, 
gives the original lives Julii T. 7. p. 409, and adds the hi/cry 
of many miracles zyrought by the \ntercejpm of this faint. 

J. Z>. 1556. 

THE converfion of many barbarous nations, fcveral here- 
tofore unknown to us both in the moft remote Eaftcrn 
and Weftern hemifphere > the education of youth in learning 
and piety, the inftruftion of the ignorant, the improvement of 
ail the fciences, and the reformation of the manners of a great 
part of chriftendom, is the wonderful fruit of the zeal with which 
tjiis glorious faint devoted hjmfelf to labour in exalting the 
glory of God, and in fpreading over the whole woild that fire 
which Chrift himfelf came to kindle on earth. St. Ignatius was 
bum in 1491, in the cattle of Loyola, in Guipufcoa, a part of 
Jiifcay that readies to the Pyrcnean mountains. His father, 
Don Bertram, was lord of Ogncz- and Loyola, head of one of 
the moil ancient and noble families of that country. His mo- 
ther Mary Sac/, de Balde, was not lefs illuftrious by her extrac- 
tion. They had thieo daughters and eight Conn. The youn«dt 
of all thele was Inigo or Ignatius : ho was wt-H flraped, and m 
his childhood gave pi oofs of a pregnant wit, and dilcrctiaii 
ubove his years: was atl'aWe and obliging, but of a warm or 
cholerlck difpoiition, and h;iM an ardent pailion for [dory. H J 

was bred in the couit of Ferdinand V. in quality ol page t0 tfiC 
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fcjno-, under the care and protection of Antony Manriquez* 
duke of Najara, grandee of Spain, who was his kinfman and 
patron; and who perceiving his inclinations led him to the 
armf, took care to have him taught all the exercifes proper to 
make him an accomplifhed officer. The love of glory, and 
the example of his elder brothers who had fignalized themfelves 
in the wars of Naples, made him impatient till he entered the 
fervice. He behaved with great valour and conduct: in the 
army, efpecially at the taking of Najara, a fmall town on the 
frontiers of Bifcay : yet he generoufly declined taking any part 
of the booty in which he might have challenged the greateff: 
mare. He hated gaming as an offspring of avarice, and a 
fource of quarrels and other evils ; was dextrous in the manage- 
ment of affairs, and had an excellent talent in making up dif- 
ferences among the foldiers. He was generous even towards 
enemies, but addicted to gallantry, and full of the maxims of 
worldly honour, vanity and pleafures. Tho' he had no tincture 
of learning, he made tolerable good verfes in Spanifli, having 
a natural genius for poetry. A poem which he compofed in 
praife of St. Peter was much commended. Charles V. who 
had fucceeded king Ferdinand, was chofen emperour, and 
obliged to go into Germany. Francis I. king of France, a 
martial prince, having been his competitor for the empire, re- 
fented his difappointment, and became an implacable enemy to 
the emperour and the houfe of Auftria. He declared war 
againft Charles, with a view to recover Navarre, of which 
Ferdinand had lately difpollelTed John of Albret, and which 
Charles ftill held, contrary to the treaty of Noyon, by which 
he was obliged to rcftore it in fix months. Francis therefore, 
in 1 52 1, fent a great army into Spain, under the command of 
Andrew de Foix, younger brother of the famous .Lautrec, who 
afling the Pyrcneans laid liege to Pampcluna, the capital of 
avarre. Ignatius had been left there by the viceroy, not to 
command, but to encourage the garrifon. He did all that lay 
in Ins power to pcrfuadc them to defend the city : but in vain. 
However, when he faw them open the gates to the enemy, to 
liivc his own honour, he retired into the citadel with one only 
loldier who had the heart to follow him. The garrifon of this 
for l reft deliberated likewifc whether they lhould furrender, but 
Ignatius encouraged them to (land their ground. The French 
attacked the place with great fury, and with their artillery made 
a wide breach in the wall, and attempted to take it by aflault. 
%mtfius appeared upon the breach, at the head of the braveft 

pau of the garrifon, and with his Avon) in his hand endca~ 
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voured to drive back the enemy. But in the heat of the com. 
bat a {hot from a cannon broke from the wall a bit of fto ne 
which ftruck and bruifed his left leg 5 and the ball itftlf in the 
rebound broke and fliivered his right Jeg. The garrifon feeing 
him fall, furrcndered at difcretion. The French ufed their 
victory with moderation, and treated the prifoners well, cfpe- 
cially Ignatius, in confiueration of his quality and valour. 
They carried him to the general's quarters, and foon after fern 
him, in a litter carried by two men, to the cattle of Loyola 
which was not far from Pampeluna. Being arrived there he 
felt great pain 3 for the bones had been ill let, as is often the 
cafe m the hurry after a battle. The furgeons therefore judged 
it neceflary to break his leg again ; which he fuffered without 
any concern. But a violent fever followed the fecond fctting, 
which was attended with dangerous fyrnptoms, and reduced 
Jiim to an extreme degree of weaknefs, fo that the phyficians 
declared he could nut live many days. He received the iacra- 
mcnts on the eve of the feaft of St. Peter and Paul, and it 
was believed he could not hold out till the next morning. Ne- 
vertheless God, who had great defigns of mercy upon him, was 
pleafed to reftore him to his health in the following manner. 
Ignatius had always had a fingular devotion to St. Peter, and 
implored his interccflion in his prefent diftrefs with great 
confidence. In the night he thought he faw in a dream that 
apoftle touch him, and cure him. When he awaked he found 
himfelf out of danger; his pains left him, and his ftrength be- 
gan to return, fo that he ever after looked upon this recovery 
as miraculous. Vet he ltill retained the fpirit of the world. 
After the fecond fctting of his leg, the end of a bone ftuck 
out under his knee, which was a vifible deformity. Though 
the furgeons told him the operation would be very painful, this 
protuberance he caufed to be cut off", merely that his boot and 
dockings might fit handfomely : and he would neither be 
bound nor held, and fcarcc ever changed countenance whilfl* 
the bone was partly Jawed, and partly cut off, though the pain 
111 u ft have been cxccflivc. Becauie his right leg remained 
fhorter than the left, he would be for many days together put 
upon a kind of rack, and with an iron engine he violently 
ilrctchccl and drew out that leg; but all to little purport:, tot 
he remained lame his whole life after. During the cure of hi* 
knee he was confined to his bed, though other wife in perfect 
health, and finding the time tedious, he called for fome book 
of romance:;, for he had been always much delighted with fa- 
bulous hiflories of knight errantry. None fuch being 

found 
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; found in the caftle of Loyola, a book of the lives of our Sa- 
viour and of the faints was brought him. He read them firfl: 
">onh to pafs away the time, but afterwards began to relifti them, 
and to fpend whole days in reading them. He chiefly admired 
j n the Taints their love of folitude and of the crofs. He con- 
fidcrcd among the anchorets many perfons of quality who 
buried themfUves alive in caves and dens, pale with fading* 
and covered with haii cloth ; and he faid to himfelf : cc Thefc 
« men were of the fame frame I am of ; why then mould not I 
" do what they have done ?" In the fervour of his good re- 
folutions he thought of vifiting the Holy Land, and becoming a 
hermit. But thele pious motions foon vanifhed 5 and his paffion 
for <Wory, and a fecret inclination for a rich lady in Caftile 
with" a view to marriage, again filled his mind with thoughts 
of the world ; till returning to the lives of the faints, he 
perceived in his own heart the emptinefs of all worldly glory, 
and that only God could content the foul. This vicif- 
iitude and fluctuation of mind continued fome time, but he 
obferved this difference that the thoughts which were from 
God filled his foul with confolation, peace and tranquility 5 
whereas the others brought indeed fome fenfible delight, but 
left a certain bitternefs and heavinefs in the heart. This 
mark he lays down in his book of Spiritual Exercifes, as the 
ground of the rules for the difcernment of the fpirit of God 
and the world in all the motions of the foul : as does cardinal 
Bona and all other writers who treatof the difcernment of fpirits 
in the intcriour life. Taking at Jaft a firm refolution to imitate 
the faints in their heroick practice of virtue, he began to treat 
his body with all the rigour it was able to bear ; he rofe at 
midnight, and fpent his retired hours in weeping for his fins. 
One night being proftrate before an image of the BlelTed Vir- 
in extraordinary fentiments of fervour, he confecratcd 
himfelf to the fervice of his Redeemer under her patronage, 
and vowed an inviolable fidelity. When he had ended his 
prayer he heard a great noife ; the houfe fliook, the windows 
of his chamber were broken, and a rent was made in the 
wall which remains to this day, fays the lateft writer of his 
lile God might by this fign teitify his acceptance of his fa- 
ciifiee ; as a like iign happened in the place where the faithful 
Were aflemblcd after (JhrilPs afcenfion ( 1 ), and in the prifon 
of Paul and Silas (2) ; or this might he an cfl'ccfc oi the rage 
of the devil. Another night Ignatius law the Mother of God 
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environed with light, holding the infant Jefus in her arms- 
this vifion replenifhed his foul with fpiritual delight, and made 
all fenfual pleafure and worldly objects infipid to him ever 
after. The faint's eldeft brother, who was then, by the death 
-of their father, lord of Loyola, endeavoured to detain him in 
the world, and to perfuade him not to throw away the oreat 
advantages of the honour and reputation which his valour had 
gained him. But Ignatius being cured of his wounds, under 
pretence of paying a vifit to the duke of Najara, who had of- 
ten come to fee him during his illnefs and who lived at Na- 
varret, turned another way ; and fending his two fervants back 
from Navarret to Loyola, went to Montferrat. This was a 
great abbey of near three hundred Benedictine monks, of a re- 
formed auftere iriftitute, fituate on a mountain of difficult 
accefs, about four leagues in circumference and two leagues 
high, in the diocefe of Barcelona. The monaftery was firft 
founded for nuns by the fovereign counts of Barcelona about 
the year 880, but was given to monks in 990. It has been 
much augmented by feveral kings of Spain, and is very famous 
for a miraculous image of the BlefTed Virgin, and a great re- 
fort of pilgrims. There lived at that time in this monaftery a 
monk of great fan&ity, named John Chanones, a Frenchman, 
who being formerly vicar general to the bifhop of Mirepoix, 
in the thirty-firft year of his age, refigned his ecclefiaftica! pre- 
ferments, and took the monaftick hab<t in this place. He 
lived to the age of fourfcore and eight years, never eating any 
flefli, watching great part of the night in prayer, dividing his 
whele time between heavenly contemplation, and the fervice 
of his neighbour ; and giving to all Spain an example of the 
■moft perfccT: obedience, humility, charity, devotion, and all 
other virtues. To this experienced director Ignatius addrcfTcd 
; himfelf, and after his preparation, was th.ee days in making 
to him a general confeffion, which he often interrupted by the 
abundance of his tears. He made a vow of perpetual chaftity, 
and dedicated himfelf with great fervour to the divine fervice* 
At his firft coming to this place he had bought, at the village 
of Monderrat, a long coat of coarfe cloth, a girdle, a pair of 
fandals, a wallet and a pilgrim's frafF, intending after he bad 
Ifmifhed his devotions there, to make a pilgrimage to Jerufalem. 
•JDifguifed in this habit he remained at the abbey. He com- 
municated to his director a plan of the aiiftcrities he propofed 
to pradtife, and was confirmed by him in his good refolutions. 
He received the blelled cucharift early in the morning oi\ the 

feaft of the Annunciation of our Lady in 1522, and on the 
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\{ m c day left Montferrat for fear of being difcovered, having 
given his horfe to the monaftery, and hung up his fword on a 
pillar near the altar in teftimony of his renouncing the fecular 
I warfare, and entering himfelf in that of Chrift. He tra- 
velled with his ftafF in his hand, a fcrip by his fide, bare-headed, 
\ and with one foot bare, the other being covered becaufe it was- 
- yet tender and fwelled. He went away infinitely pleafed that 
"he had caft off the livery of the world, and put on that of 
Jefus Chrift. He had beftowed his rich clothes on a beggar at 
:■ his coming out of Montferrat : but the poor man was thrown 
into prifon on fufpicion of theft. Ignatius being fent after 
\ by the magiftrates, and brought back, told the truth to re- 
Meafe him, but would not difcover his own name. Three 
? leagues from Montferrat is a large village called Manrefa, with 
1 a convent of Dominicans, and a hofpital without the walls for 
\ pilgrims and fick perfons. Ignatius went to this hofpital, and 
rejoicing to fee himfelf received in it unknown and among the 
poor, began to faft on water and the bread (which he begged) 
the whole week, except Sundays when he eat a few boiled herbs, 
| but fprinkled over with afhes. He wore an iron girdle, and a 
j,; hairfhirt ; difciplined himfelf thrice a day, flept little and lay 
I on the ground. He was everyday prefent at the whole divine 
office, fpent feven hours on his knees at prayer, and received 
the facraments every Sunday.. To add humiliation to his bo- 
dily aufterities he affected a clownifhnefs in his behaviour, and 
went begging about the ftreets with his face covered with dirt, 
his hais rough, and his beard and nails grown out to a fright- 
ful length. The children threw ftones at him, and followed 
him with fcornful fhouts in the ftreets. Ignatius fuffered thefe 
infults without faying one word, rejoicing fecretly in his heart 
to (hare in the reproaches of the crofs. The more mortifying 
the noifomnefs of the hofpital and the company of beggars, 
were, the more violence he offered to himfelf that he might 
bear them chearfully. The ftory of the line fuit of clothes 
given to the beggar at Montferrat, and the patience and dcvo«* 
tion of the holy man, made him foon to be reverenced as fome 
fervent penitent in difguifc. To fliun this danger, he privately 
hid himfelf in a dark deep cave in a folitary valley, called 
Hie Vale of Paradife, covered with briars, half a mile from, 
the town. Here he much increafed his mortifications till he 
was accidentally found half dead, and carried hack to Man- 
ila, and lodged in the hofpital. After enjoying peace of mind 
iiul heavenly confolations from the time of his converfion, 

to was here vifitcd witfx the nioft terrible trial of fears and 
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fcruples. He found no comfort in prayer, no relief in fad- 
ing, no remedy in difciplines, no confolatipn from the facra- 
ments, and his fouJ was overwhelmed with bitter fadnefs. The 
Dominicans, out of compaflion, took him out of the hofpital 
into their convent ; but his melancholy only increafed upon 
him. He apprehended fome fin in every ftep he took, and 
feemed often on the very brink of defpair: but he was in the 
Iiands of Him whofe trials are favours. He moft earneftly im- 
plored the divine afliftance, and took no fufteflance for lev 
days, till his confeflbr obliged him to eat. Soon after this hi 
tranquility of mind was perfectly reftored, and his foul over- 
flowed with fpiritual joy. From this experience he acquired a 
particular talent for curing fcrupulous confeiences, and a lingu- 
lar light to difcern them. His prayer was accompanied with 
many heavenly raptures, and he received from God a fupcrna- 
tural knowledge and fenfc of fublime divine myfteries : yet he 
concealed all from the eyes of men, only difclofing himfelf to 
his two confeilbrs, the pious monk of Montferrat, and the 
Dominican of Manreza : However, the people began to reve- 
rence him as a living faint : which they particularly teftihed 
during a violent fever into which his aufterities cart him thiee 
times. Too nice a worldly prudence may condemn the volun- 
tary humiliations which this faint fometimes made choice of. 
But the wifdom of God is above that of the world, and the 
Holy Ghoft fometimes infpires certain heroick fouls to feek 
perfectly to die to themfclves by certain practices which are ex- 
traordinary, and which would not be advifeable to othcis j 
and if affected, or undertaken with obftinacy and againft ad- 
vice, would be pernicious and criminal. Ignatius, by peifcct 
compunction, humility, felf-denial, contempt of the world, 
fevcre interiour trials and alTiduous meditation, was prepared ? 
by the divine grace, to be railed to an extraordinary gift ui lu- 
pernatural prayer. He afterwards a (lured F. Laincz that he 
had learned more of divine myllciics by prayer in one hour at 
Manreza than all the doctors of the fchools could ever have 
taught him. He was there favoured with many raptures, and 
divine illullratious concerning the Trinity, of which he after- 
wards fpokc with lb much light and unction, that the mod learned 
admired him, and the ignorant were inllructcd. In like man- 
ner, in various wonderful ccliafics, he was enlightened concern- 
ing the beauty and order of the creation, the excefs o( divine 
love which Ihines forth to man in the lacramcnt or the altar, 
and many other myllei ics. So imperfect was his knowledge or 

his duties when he In it renounced the world that hearing a *' r ~ 
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tain Morefco or Mahometan fpeak injurioufly of the holy mo- 
ther of God, when he fet out from Loyola for Montferrat, he 
deliberated whether being an officer he ought not to kill him, 
though the divine protection preferved him from fo criminal an 
action. But at Manreza he made fo good a progrefs in the 
fchool of virtue, as to become qualified already to be a 2;uide 
to others. He frayed there almofl: a year, during which time 
he governed himfelf by the advice of the holy monk of Mont- 
ferrat, whom he vifited every week, and that of his Domini- 
can director. Spain in that and the foregoing age abounded 
with many learned and experienced perfons in that way, 
endowed with an eminent fpirit, and a perfecl: experimental 
knowledge of Chriftian piety ; witnefs the works nf St. Pe- 
ter of Alcantara, John of Avila, St. Terefa, Bartholomew dc 
Martyribus, Lewis of Granada and others. Our faint had 
the happinefs to fall into the hands of prudent and able guides, 
and giving his heart to God without referve, became himfelf in 
a ihort time an accomplifhed mafrer. And whereas he at firft 
only propofed to himfelf his own perfection, he afterwards 
burned with an ardent define of contributing to the falvation 
of others. And commiferating the blindnefs of finners, and 
confidering how much the glory of God fhines in the fancTti- 
fication of fouls purchafed with the blood of his Son, he faid 
to himfelf: « It is not enough that I ferve the Lord : all hearts 
" ought to love him, and all tongues ought to praife him.'* 
With this view, in order to be admitted more freely to con- 
verfe with perfons in the world, he chofe a drefs which bei no- 
more decent than the penitential garments which he at firft 
wore, might not be difagreeable to others ; and he moderated 
his cxccffive aufterities. He began then to exhort many to the 
love of virtue, and he there wrote his Spiritual Exercifes, 
which he afterwards revifed, and publiflicd at Rome in 
j 54*> (")• Though the faint was at that time unacquainted 

with 



{'0 Conflantine Cajctan, a Be- 
niahctine of the Congregation of 
Mount CaHino, pretends this book 
to have been firft writ by Gar- 
fus Ciineros or Swan, a Bcne- 
t'lMne abbot of Montferrat. 
lint the woik of that pious and 
learned abbot is a very different 
piece, n, evident to every one 

that will compare the two books, 



and as Pinius demondrates. Thnc 
of Cifneros is indeed full of 
unclion and fpiritual knowledge; 
but compiled in a fcolaflick me- 
thod, and runs into Juperiluous 
fubdivifions The meditations of 
St. Ignatius are alior.etluw now, 
and written upon a different plan. 
He appoints, for the foundation of 
thefe excrcilcs, u moving mcdi- 
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with learning any farther than barely to read and write, y ct 
this book is lb full of excellent maxims and inftrucYions in the 
higheft points of a fpiritual life, that it is moft clear that the 
Holy Ghoft fupplied abundantly what was yet wanting in him 
of human learning and ftudy. The fpirit which reigns in this 
book was that of all the faints. Frequent religious retirement 
had been praclifed by pious perfons, in imitation of Chrift and 
all the faints, from the beginnings likewife the ufe and me- 
thod of holy meditation were always known : but the excellent 
order of thefe meditations prefcribed by Ignatius was new, and 
though the principal rules and maxims are found in the leflbns 
and lives of the ancient fathers of the defert, they are here ju- 
dicioufly chofen, methodically digefled and clearly explained. 
One of thefe is, that a perfon muft not abridge the time, or 
defift from meditating, on account of fpiritual drynefs ; another, 
that no one make any vow in fudden fentiments of fer- 
vour, but wait fome time, and firft afk advice. St. Ignatius 
eftablifties in this book the praftice of a daily particular ex- 
amination againft a perfon's predominant paffion, or on the 
belt means and endeavours to acquire fome particular virtue, 
befides the daily general examination of confeience. He lays 
down this excellent maxim (i) : "When God hath pointed 

" out a way, we muft faithfully follow it, and never think of 

" another, 

(i) Exerc. Spir. Max. 2. 3* 

tation on the end for which we 
are created, that we fully con- 
vince ourfelves that nothing is 
otherwise to be valued, fought 
or enjoyed, than as it conduces to 
the honour and fervice of God. 
The meditations on the fall of 
the angels and of man, on the 
future punifluncnts of An and on 
the laft things, fhew ur. the ge- 
neral cffccls of fin. To point out 
the particular diforders of our 
paillons, and to purge our hearts 
of them, he repre fonts to us the 
two ilandards of Chrift and the 
devil, and all men ranging them- 
felves under the one or the other, 
that we may be moved ardently 
to make our choice with the go- 
tjcjtou'j fouii that follow 'Chriil, 



Then he propofes what this rcfo- 
lution requires, and how we are 
to exprefs in ourfelves the per- 
feci: image of our Saviour, by 
the three degrees of humility, by 
meditating on the myilcrics ot 
ChrihVs life, and by choofing a 

Hate of life, and regulating our 
employments in it. By medi- 
tating on ChriA's fufleiing*, he 
will have us learn the hcroiclc 
virtues of mccknefs and chari- 
ty, &c. he taught us by them, 
to fortify our iouls againll con- 
tradiaions : and by thole on hi* 
glorious mylleries, and on tic 
happinofr, of divine love, bo 
teaches us to unite our h<*at» 

cloicly to God. See Uau«»* 
I. 1 i &c. 
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tt another, under pretence that it is more eafv and fafe. It is 
« one of the devil's artifices to fet before a foul fame ftate, 
« holy indeed, but impoflible to her, or at lea ft different from 
" her's $ that by this love of novelty, fhe may diflike, or be 
« flack in her prefent ftate, in which God hath placed her, 
" and which is beft for her. In like manner he reprefents to 
« her other actions as more holy and profitable, to make her 
« conceive a difguft of her prefent employment " When fome 
pretended to find fault with this book of St. Ignatius's Spiritual 
Exerctfes, pope Paul III. at the requeft of St. Francis Borgia, 
by a brief in 1548, approved it, as full of the fpmt of God, 
and very ufeful for the edification and fplritual profit of the 
faithful. The peftile'nce which raged in Italy having ceafed, 
Ignatius, after a flay of ten months at Manrcza, left that 
pTace for Barcelona, neither regarding the tears of thofe who 
fought to detain him, nor admitting any to bear hirri company, 
nor confenting to accept any money for the expends of his 
journey. He took {hipping at Barcelona, and in five d*ys 
anded at Gaeta, whence he travelled on foot to Rome, Pa- 
dua and Venice, through villages, the towns being (hut or 
fear of the plague. He fpent the EaHcr at Rome, and failed 
from Venice on board the admiral vcflcl which was earn ing 
the governour to Cyprus. The lailors were a profligate crew, 
and feemed entirely to neglect prayer, and all duties of reli- 
gion, and their difcourfe was often lewd and profane. Ignatius 
having reproved them for their licentioufnefs, his zeal made 
them confpire to leave him afhore in a defert ifland ; but a 
gun 1 of wind from the land hindered the fhip from touchi/ig 
upon it. He arrived at Cyprus ; and found in the port a vcflel, 
full of pilgrims, juft ready to hoift fail. Going immediately 
on board, he made a good voyage, and landed at Jaffa, the 
ancient Joppe, on the la ft day of Auguft 1523* forty days after 
he had left Venice. He went on foot from thence to Jerufa- 
bn in four days. The fight of the holy places filled his foul 
with joy, and the mo ft ardent fentiments of devotion and 
compunction, and hedcfircd to flay there to labour in the con- 
veiiion of the Mahometans. 'Fhe provincial of the Francis- 
cans, by virtue of his authority from the holy fee over the pil- 
grims, commanded him to leave Paleftine. Ignatius obeved, 
out llipt privately hack to fatisfy his devotion again in v tilting 
twice 11101 c the print of our Saviour's feet on mount Olivet. 
He returned to Luirope in winter in extreme cold weather, 
poorly clad, and came to Venice at the end of January in 
1524 ; from whence he continued his journey by Genoa to 
Barcelona. Defiling to qualify himfelf for the functions of 
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the altar, and for aflifting fpiritually his neighbour, he began 
at Barcelona to ftudy grammar, and addrefTed himfelf to a 
famous matter, named Jerom Ardebal, being a flitted in the 
mean time in his maintenance by the charities of a pious lady 
of that city, called Ifabel Rofella. He was then thirty-three 
years old : and it is not hard to conceive what difficulties he muft 
go through in learning the rudiments of grammar at that age. 
Moreover, he feemed, by his military employments, and after 
his retreat by his contemplative life, very unfit for fucii an un- 
dertaking. At firfl his mind was fo fixed only on God that he 
forgot everything he read, and conjugating amo^ for example, 
could only repeat to himfelf, <c 1 love God $ 1 am loved by God," 
and the like: but refifting this as a temptation, he bc^an to 
make fome progrefs, ftill joining contemplation and extraordi- 
nary aufterities with his fludies He bore the jeers and taunts 
of the little boys his fchoolfellows with joy. Hearing that a 
poor man called Lafano had hanged himfelf on a beam in his 
chamber, he ran to him, cut the rope, and prayed by him 
till the man returned to himfelf, though he had before feemed j 
perfectly dead to all the by-ftanders. Lafano made his con- j 
feffion, received the facraments, and foon after expired. This 
fa£t was regarded in the city as miraculous. Some perfons per- 
fuaded Ignatius to read Erafmus's Chriftian Soldier^ an elegant 
book wrote by that mailer of ftyle, at the requeft of an officer's 
pious lady, for the ufe of her hufband, a man of loofe morals. 
The faint always found his heart dry after reading this or any 
other of that author's works : which made him afterwards cau- 
tion thofe of his Society againft reading them, at lead very 
much. Though in that writer's paraphrafe on the Lord's 
prayer and other fuch treatifes of piety, we find very pious 
fentiments collected from great authors, and elegantly and con- 
cifcly exprciled, yet a devout reader finds the language of the 
heart wanting. On the other fide it well known how much ; 
St. Ignatius read daily, and recommended to all others the in- 
comparable book Of the Imitation of Chrijl, which he made fre- 
quent ufe of to nourifh and increafe the fervour of his foul. 
He lodged at the houfe of one Agnes Pa leal, a devout woman. 
Her fon John Pafcal, a pious youth, would fomctimes rile in 
the night to obferve what Ignatius did in his chamber, and 
faw him fomctimes on his knees, fomctimes prottratc on the 
ground, his countenance on fire, and often in tears, repeating, 
fuch words as thefe : 16 O God, my love, and the: delight ol my 
*' foul, if men knew thee they could never oflend thee ! My 0»"> 
%c how good art thou to hear with fuch a firmer as 1 am !" ' j ic 

faint after lludy ing two years at .Barcelona, went to the imiveiW 
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of Alcala,- which had been lately founded by cardinal Xirnenes, 
where he attended at the fame time to Kdtures in iogitk, phyficks, 
and divinity: by which multiplicity he only confounded his 
ideas, and learned nothing at all, though he ftudied night and day. 
He lodged in a chamber of an hofpita), Jived by b.gging a 
fmali fubfiftence, and wore a coarfe grey habit, in which he 
was imitated by four companions. He catechifed children, 
held afTemblies of devotion in the hofpita], and bv his mild re- 
prchenfions converted many loofe lives, and among others one 
of the richefr. prelates in Spain. Some accufed him of lorcery, 
and of the herefy of certain vifionaries Jatelv condemned in 
Spain under the name of the Iiluminati or Alcn of Nczv Light, 
But upon examination he was jufrified by the Inquifitors. Af- 
ter this, for teaching the catecbifm, being a man without learn- 
ing or authority, he was accufed to rhe bifhop's grand \ icar 5 
who confined him to clofe prifon two and forty days, but de- 
clared him innocent of any fault by a publick fentence on the 
firft day of June 1257 » ror bidding him and li Is companions 
to wear any fingular habit, or to give any inftrucnons in reli- 
gious matters, being illiterate perfons. Ignatius rejoiced in 
his jail that he fuffered though innocent, but (poke with fuch 
piety that many called him another St. Paul in prifon. Being 
enlarged, he went about the ftieets with a public officer to beg 
money to buy a fchoiar's drefs, in which action he rejoiced at 
the infults and affronts which he met with. However, he went 
himfelf to the archbifhop of Toledo, Alphonfus de Fonfeca 9 " 
who was much pleafed with him, but advifed him to leave Al- 
cala, and go to Salamanca, promifing him his protection. 
Ignatius in this latter place began to draw many to virtue, and 
was followed by great numbers, which expofed him again to 
fu/picions of introducing dangerous practices, and the grand 
vicar of Salamanca imprifoned him ; but after two and twenty 
days declared him innocent, and a perfon of fmcere virtue. 
Ignatius looked upon prifons, fufferings and ignominy as the 
height of his ambition : and God was pleafed to purge and 
ami fanctify his foul by cheie trials. Rccovei ing ins liberty 
a; r aui, he refolvcd to leave Spain. He from that time began to 
Wear flioes, and received money fent him by his friends, hue 
11) the middle of winter travelled on foot to R.ris, where lie 
anived in the beginning of lebruaiy r^28. He fpent two 
jHiis in perfecling himfelf in the Latin tongue: then went 
through a eourfe of philofophy. He lived ii t il in Moun'aiguo 
collie: but being rohbed of his money was obliged to lodge 
1,1 the hofpita) of St. James, to beg his hiead from day to day., 
in the vacation tunc to go into l r landei'S 3 and once into 
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England to procure charities from the Spanifh merchants 
fettled there, from whom and from fome friends at Barcelona 
he received abundant fupplies. He ftudied his philofophy three 
.years and a half in the college of St. Barbara. He had in- 
duced many of his fchoolfellows to fpend the Sundays and 
hoi) days in prayer, and to apply themfelves more fervently to 
the practice of good works. Pegna his m after thought he 
hindered their fiudies, and finding him not corrected by his 
admonitions, prepoifeiied Govea, principal of the college of 
St. Barbara, againft him, fo that he was ordered by him to un- 
deigo the greateft punifhment then in ufe in that univerfity, 
called c Ihe Hall^ which was a publick whipping 5 that this in- 
famy might deter others from following him. The regents 
came all into the hall with rods in their hands, ready to lafh 
the seditious ftudent. Ignatius offered himfelf joyfully to fuffer 
ail things ; yet apprehending left the fcandal of this difgrace 
Should make thole whom he had reclaimed, fall back, when 
they law him condemned as a corrupter of youth, went to the 
principal in his chamber, and modeftly laid open to him the 
Sentiments of his foul, and the reafons of his conduct: and 
offered himfelf as much as concerned his own perfon, that any 
facrifice fhould be made of his body and fame, but begged of 
hurt to confider the fcandal fome might receive, who were 
yet young and tender in virtue. Govea made him no anfwer, 
bui. caking him by the hand led him into the hall, whereat 
the iinging of the bell the whole college ftood ready afTembled. 
When all faw the principal enter, and expected the fign for 
the pumihment, he threw himfelf at the feet of Ignatius, 
begging his pardon for having too lightly believed iuch falfe 
repons: then rifing, he publickly declared that Ignatius was a 
living faint, and had no other aim or deiire than the falvation 
of fouls, and was ready to fuffer joyfully any infamous punifh- 
nientw Such a reputation of honour gave the faint the higheft 
reputation, and even the ancient and experienced doctors 
aiked his advice in fp; ritual matters. Pegna himfelf was ever 
afie r his great admirer, and friend, and appointed another 
fcuoLir, who was more advanced in his fiudies, and a young 
man oi great virtue, and quick parts, to aflift him in his exer- 
cifeif t his was Peter l^aber, a Savoyard, and native of the 
dioceft. of Geneva, by whofe help he finifted his philofophy, 
sind :oi;!i the degree of mailer of arts with great applaufe, after 
& crufie ot three years and a half, according to the cultorn 0 

the times. Alter this Ignatius began his divinity at the Do- 
minicans. 
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Peter Faber had from his childhood made a vow of chaftity » 
which he had always moft faithfully kept, yet was troubled 
with violent temptations, from which the moft rigorous fairs 
did not deliver him. He was alfo tempted to vainglory, and 
laboured under great anxiety and fcruples about thefe tempta- 
tions, which he at length difclofed to Ignatius his holy pupil, 
whofe fkilful and heavenly advice was a healing balfam 10 his 
foul. The faint at laft prefcribed him a courfe of his fpiritual 
exercifes, and taught him the practices of meditation, of the 
particular examination, and other means of perfection, con- 
dueling him through all the paths of an interiour life. St. Fr an- 
cis Xavier, a young matter of philofophy, full of the vanity of 
the fchools, was his next conqueft. St. Ignatius made him 
fenfible that all mortal glory is emptinefs - y only that which is 
eternal deferving our regard* He converted man . abandoned 
finners. When a young man, engaged in a criminal commerce 
with a woman of the city, was proof againft his exhortations, 
Ignatius flood in a frozen pond by the way fide up to the neck, 
and as he pafled by in the night, cried out t» him : 6i Whither 
<c are you going? Do not you hear the thunder of divine juf- 
" tice over your head, ready to break upon vou ? Go then; 
" fatisfy your brutifh paflion ; here I will fuffer for you, to ap- 
<e peafe heaven." The lewd young man, at fiift affrighted, then 
confounded, returned back, and changed his life. By the like 
pious ftratagems the faint recovered many other fouls from the 
abylTes into which they were fallen. He often ferved the Tick in 
the hofpitals ; and one day finding a repugnance to touch the 
ulcers of one flck of a contagious diftemper, to overcome him- 
felf, he not only drefled his fores, but put his hand from them to 
his mouth, faying : '* Since thou art afraid for one part, thy whole 
" body fhall take its fhare/ 3 From that time he felt no natu- 
ral repugnance in fuch actions. James Laynez, of Almazan, 
twenty one years of age ; Alphonfus Salmeron, only eighteen ; 
and Nicholas Alphonfo, furnamed Bobadilla, from the place of 
his birth, near Valencia, all Spaniards of great parts, at that 
time ftudents in divinity at Paris, aflbciated themfclves to the 
faint in his pious exercifes. Simon Rodriguez, a Por;ugueze, 
joined them. Thefe fervent ftudents, moved by the preiTmg 
inftances and exhortations of Ignatius, made all together a vow 
to renounce the world, to go to preach the gofpe] in P^IefHne, 
or if they could not go thither within a year after they had 
fimfhed their ftudies, to offer themfclves to his Holinefs to be 
employed in the fervice of God in what manner he fhouid 
judge beft. They fixed for the end of all their ftudies the 
twenty fifth day of January, in 15375 and pronounced this 

U 3 vow 
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Vow aloud, in the holy fubterraneous chapel at Montmartre 
arter they had ail received the holy communion from Peter 
Fa- er who had been lately ordained prieft. This was done 
on the fea.fr of the Aflumption of our Lady, in 1534. Ignatius 
continued frequent conferences, and joint exercifes, to animate 
his companions in their good purpofes ; but foon a'ter was 
ordered by the phyficians to try his native air, for the cure of a 
lingering indifpofition. He left Paris in the beginning of the 
year 1535, and was mofr. honourably and joyfully received in 
Guipufcoa by his eldcft brother Garcias, and his nephews, and 
by all the clergy in procefTions. He refufed to go to the cattle 
of Lo\ola, taking up his quarters in the hofpital of Azpctia. 
T'-*e light of the places where he had led a worldly life excited in 
him the decp?fr. fentiments « f compundlion, and lie chafci-fed 
Ins b<>dv wuh a rough hairihirt, iron chains, di fciplines, watch- 
ing and pr.iycr. H. recovered his health in a fhort time, and 
catccrn.ed and inftrucied the poor with incredible fruit. Ig- 
natius, in his childhood, hac with fome companions robbed an 
orchard, for which another man had been condemned to pay 
the d. images. In the fir ft difcourfe he made he accufed him elf 
pub ickly of this facl, and calling the p >or man who was pre- 
fen r „ rivel \red that he had been falfely accufed, and for repara- 
tion g;?.vt him two farms which belonged to him, begins his 
parchm before a'i the people, adding that this was one of the 
ren <>ns of his journe} thither. In the mean time three others, 
al J doctors in divinity, by the exhortations of Faber, joined the 
f<v t's companions in Paris. Claudius le Jay, a Savoyard, 
J- hn ^ odure, i k lati've of Dauphine, and Pafquier Brouet, of 
Pi iidy : fo ihac with Ignatius they were now ten in number. 
The .oly founder, after a tedious and dangerous journey both 
by fa: and land, arrived at Venice about the end of the year 

3530, and his nine companions from Paris met him there on 

the 



[a) Mont Martre is a village, 

on a hill, n.-.-n one of the fuburLr, 

of Paris. A torn pic of Mars and 

IVieren'y \v.n built tlvrc by the 
RonMb ^t. I ion) fiu.', :ru\ his 

Com j ■ uioiv; fuflVrc-d martyr dom 
in that p'-vc and a ch -pel \va^> 
afun an! bniit there . u :heir 
bono r. whence th;* hill was railed 
A ton ■ A! 1 t > urn. K. in« I ,e\v i s 
fhi' in 1 1 iomnied or. the 

fame 'jot the l»esv c'icline nun 
nery > which ib one of the moil 



flourifhing in France. The church 
was dedicated b> pope Kugc- 
iiius 111. The fubterraneous cha- 
pel, in which is a llatuc of bt. 
Dionvfiiis, of white marble, is 
the place in which the martyr:, 
arc faid to have been firil interred. 
JU is :i place of pre at devotion, 
and much rei'oittd to. Sec hau- 
ler, 'J'(.]»o^r. des Saints, p. 
Pifaiiiol.' Defer, de la 1« ranee, 

T'.'^. and Hill, du Diocefe de 
Paris. 
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the eighth of January 1537 ; they employed themfelves in the 
hofpitals, but all except Ignatius went to Rome, where pope 
Paul ILL received them gracioufly, and granted them an indult, 
that thofe who were not priefts might receive holy orders from 
what bifliop they pleafed. They were accordingly ordained at 
Venice by the bifhup of Arbe. Ignatius was one of this num- 
ber. After their ordination, they retired into a cottage near 
Vicenza, to prepare themfelves in folitude by fading and prayer 
for the holy minifiry of the altar. The reft faid their fir ft 
mafies in September and October, but Ignatius deferred his 
from month to month till Chriftrn.as-day, overflowing in his 
retirement with heavenly confolations, and in danger of lofing 
bin «!<mt through the abundance of his tears. Thus he em- 
ploy '3 a whole year in preparing hirnfelf to offer that adorable 
facrifice." After this they difperfed themfelves into feveral places 
about Verona and Vicenza, preaching penance to the people, 
and living on a little bread which they begged. The emperour 
ami the Venetians having declared war againft the Turks, their 
pi 1 - ■ r image into Paleftine was rendered impracticable. The 
year therefore being elapfed, Ignatius, Faber and Laynez 
went to Rome, threw themfelves at his Holinefs's feet, and of- 
fered themfelves to whatever work he fhould judge beft to em- 
ploy them in. St. Ignatius told his companions at Vicen- 
za, that it any one afked what their inftitute was, they might 
anfwer, ** the Society of Jefus ; " becaufe they were united to 
fight againft hereiies and vice under the ftandard of Chrift. In 
his road from Vicenza to Rome, playing in a little chapel be- 
tween Sienna and Rome he in an ecflacy feemed to fee the 
eternal Father who affectionately commended him to his 
Son. Jefus Chrift appeared at the fame time alfo fhining 
with an unfpeakable light, but loaded with a heavy crofs, 
and fiveetly faid to Ignatius: <c I will be favourable to you 
" at Rome (b)J* This St. Ignatius difclofcd to F. Laynez, in 
a tranfport when he came out of the chapel ; and F. Laynez, 
when he was general, related it to all the lathers in Rome in a 
domcliick conference, at which F. Ribadeneira, who records 
it, was prefent. 'J lie fame was attcfted by others to whom the 
flint had difeovered this iignal favour. Pope Paul III. accord- 
ingly received them gracioufly ; and appointed Faber, called 
in Fiench Le Fcvrc, to teach, in the Sapicnza at Rome, fcho- 
1 a (tick divinity, and Salmeron to explain the holy fciipture; 
whilll Ignatius laboured, by means of" his fpirirual cxercifes and 
inllruiShons, to rcfuim the manners ol the people. 

U 4 The 
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The holy founder, with a view to perpetuate the work, of 
God, called to Rome all his companions, and propofed to them 
his defign and motives of forming themfelves into a religious 
Order. After recommending the matter to God by falling and 
prayer, all agreed in the propofal, and refolved, firft, befides 
the vows of poverty and chaftity already made by them, to add 
a third of perpetual obedience, the more perfectly to conform 
themfelves to the Son of God who was obedient even to death; 
and to eftablifh a general whom all, by their vow, fhould be 
bound to obey, who mould be perpetual, and his authority ab- 
solute, fubjeel entirely to the pope, but not liable to be re- 
trained by chapters. He likewife determined to prefcribe a 
fourth vow of going wherever the pope fhould fend them for 
the falvation of fouls, and even without money, if it fhould fo 
pleafe him : alfo that the profelTed Jefuits fhould polTefs no real 
eftates or revenues, either in particular, .or in common; but 
that colleges might enjoy revenues and rents for the mainte- 
nance of fludents of the Order. In the mean while Govea, 
principal of the college of St. Barbara, at Paris, had recom- 
mended the Jefuits to the king of Portugal as proper mifTiona- 
ries for the converfion of the Indies, and that prince afked of 
Ignatius fix labourers for that purpofe. Hie founder having 
only ten could fend him no more than two, Simon Rodriguez, 
who remained in Portugal, and Xavier, afterwards the apoftle 
of the Indies. The three cardinals appointed by the pope to 
examine the affair of this new Order, at firft oppofed it, think- 
ing religious Orders already too much multiplied, but changed 
their opinions on a fudden, and pope Paul ill. approved it un- 
der the title of, " The Society of Jefus," by a bull dated the 
twenty feventh of September, 1540. Ignatius was chofen the 
firft general, but only acquiefced in obedience to his confeflbr. 
He entered upon his office on Eaftcr day, 154-I5 and the mem- 
bers all ii'iide their religious vows, according to the bull of their 
inftitution. 

Ignatius then fet himfclf to write Conflitutions or Rules for 
his Society, in which he lays down its end to be, in the firft 
place, the hinclification of their own fouls by joining together 
the nclivc and the contemplative life; for nothing fo rnurh 
qualifies a minifler of God to favc others as the fan£tific:ition oi 
his own foul in the firft place: Secondly, to labour for the i'M- 
Vaiion and period ion of their neighbour, and this, firft, hy 
catechifing the ignorant (which work is the bafts and gfound 
of religion arid virtue, and though mean and humble, is the 
molt ncccflliry and 1 nd ilpenf able duty of every pallor J : fecond y> 
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by the (^) inftru&ion of youth in piety and learning (upon 
which the reformation of the world principally depends) : and 
thirdly, by the direction of confciences, millions, and the 
like id). St. Igna- 



(c) There is another religious 
Order, very famous in Italy, 
cftablifhed for the education of 
youth, called the Regular Clergy 
of the Scbola Pia. The founder 
was F. Jofeph Cazalana, a noble- 
man of A rragon. He took prieft- 
]y orders in 1582, and going to 
Rome devoted himfelf with great 
fervour to the heroick praclice of 
all „ood works, efpecially to the 
catuchifmg and teaching of chil- 
dren To propagate this defign, 
he inftituted a congregation of 
prielis, approved by Paul V. in 
16 ' 7, and declared a religious 
Order with ample privileges, 

by Gregory XV. in 1621. 
Thefe religious men bind 

themfelves by a fourth vow, to 
labour in inflrucling children, 
efpecially the poor. The holy 
founder died in 1648, on the 
twenty fifth of Auguft. 

(d) He appointed no other 
habit than that ufed by the clergy 
in his time, the more decently 
and courteoufly to converle with 
all ranks of people, and becaufe 
he inftituted an Order only of re^ 
gular clerks He would not have 
his religious to keep choir, be- 
caufe he delHned their time to 
evangelical fundlions. He or- 
dered all, before they are admit- 
ted, to employ a month for a 
gcneial con'eflion and a fpiritual 
cxercife After this, two years 
in a noviciate : then to take the 
tipple vows of fcholars, binding 
tlien (elves to poverty, challity 
and obedience, which vows mala* 
jhem flriclly religions men; for 
\) diem a perfon in this Order 

irrevocably coniecrates himfelf 



to God on his fide, though the 

Order does not bind irielf abfo- 
lutely to him, and the general 
has power to difmifs him ; by 
which difcharge he is freed from 
all obligation to the Society, his 
firit vows being made under this 
condition. Thefe fimple vows 
are only made in the pre fence of 
domefticks. The profeffed }e- 
fuits make thefe fame vows again 
(commonly after all their ftudies) 
but publickly and without the 
former condition ; fo that thefe 
fecond are folemn vows, abfo- 
lutely binding on both fides; 
wherefore a profefTed Jefuit can 
be no more di unified by his Or- 
der, fo as to be difcharged from 
his obligations by which he is tied 
to it. Jn thefe lad is added a 
fourth vow of undertaking any 
miffions, whether among the 
faithful or infidels, if enjoined 
them by the pope. There is a 
clafs of Jefuits who take the other 
vows, without this laft relating 
to the miffions ; and thefe are 
called fpiritual coadjutors. The 
lay-brothers are called temporal 
coadjutors. So this Order con- 
fids of four forts of per/ons : fcho- 
lars or Jefuits of the fnit vows: 
profeffed Jcihits or of the kill ot 
four vows: fpiritual coadjutors, 
and temporal coadjutors. No 
particular bodily mortifications 
are prefcribed by the rule of the 
Society : but two moll perfect 
pi act ices of intei iour mortifi- 
cation are rigoroufly enjoined, 
on account of which Suarcz, 
(T. 3. de kelig.) who treats 
at length of the obliga- 
tions of their Order, calls it 

the 
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St. Ignatius would have the office of general to be perpetual 
or for life, being p-jrfuadeJ this would better command the re- 
fy j£t of inferiours, and more eaiily enable him to undertake and 
carry on great entcrprifes for the glor}' of God, which require 
a coil I id er able time to have them well executed. Neverthclefs, 
he often Jrreinn.uily endeavoured to refign that dignity, but was 
never able to compafs it; and at length the pope forbad him 
any m.)re to attempt it. He had no fooner taken that charge 
upon him thin he went into the kitchen, and feived as a icul- 

lion 



t^e m^ft rip-c-ous of religious 
Or.»crs ; die fxrll is, the rule of 
I\ annexation, b\ which every 
OTV- L b'. uud to thicovcr hi& into- 
u.yjr incl :::Ujo"S uo his fuperi- 
our : the n eonci is, chat every 
Jcfuit j". no e. C'.-? his right it- -iis 
.own refutation with his fupe- 

xiwci", giving iea«*e to ev ; ry bro- 
ther wO liiiorai immecli *.i.ely ids 
funcriour of all his faults he 
k sows, without obfervug the 
1 -w of private c«»rrecuon full, 
which is a precept cf fraternal cha- 
rity unlcis where a perfon ha* gr» r - 
cn up his right The genera nomi- 
nates the provincial ana rectors : 
bat he lias live afhftants nomi- 
xi n ted by the general congrega- 
tion, who prepare all matters to 
hiii hands, each for the pioviuce 

of his Afliftency : and thefe 
h iee nuthoiiry to call a general 
CO'gegation to dcpole the ge- 
neral it he fliould evidently 
ti and r«'ia the rules of the fo- 
ciecy. Kvery provincial it obliged 
to wiiie to the general once 
t veiy momh, and once in three 
y< irs tranhnit to him an account 
<. a 1 the Jefuits in his province. 
M'he ji.ufccl form of government 
w hi eh is ellabliihcd , the wifdoin, 
t'le uncXion, the /oal, and the 
conhunmatc knowledge ol men, 
which appear throughout all 
thefe conllitutions will be a per- 
ncLual manifeil monument of the 



faint's admirable penetration, 
judgment and piety. I : c , otc 
his conftitutions in Spanifh, but 
they were done into Latin by his 
fecretary lather John Pular.cus. 
It is peculiar to the Society, that 
the leiigious airer then it.ws 
retain iomc time the o cannon 
or property of their pal MiC: y, 

v\ithoui tne ac. minim a Jo. for 
this latter c mdition is nov. S* 
i'ential tu a iclt^mUo vow c po- 
veity) rill they make rh« ir re- 
nunciation St. Ignatius u.< bad 
tiie fathers of Ins Society to un- 
dertake the direction o» nunne- 
ries on the following oicaii'W. 
In 15-15, Mabel Ko/ella, a no- 
ble Spanifh wn'.-w, and two 
others, with the approbation of 
pope Paul III put thcmlelvcs 
under St. Ign anus's direction, to 
live according to his rule: but 
he ioon repented and proem ed 
from his llolinef,, in 1547, the 
abovefaid piohibiuon, iajing, 
that inch a talk took up all that 
time which he defired to deli- 
cate to a more general good in 
fcrving many. When cutain 
women in 1/ landers and Pied- 
mont, afterwards adembled in 
houfes under vows and this rule, 
and called themfclves JeliuU'lb, 
their inlliiute was abidiihed hy 
Urban VI II. in 1031, the end 
and exerciies of this Society »rt 
Anting that fcx- 
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* |j on under the cook, and he continued for forty fix days to ca- 
■ ttc fa\ e p»or children in the church of the Society. By preach- 
\ j fler ne gained fuch an afcendant over the hearts of the people 
< ^^roduced many wonderful converfions. Among the pious 
efrabliihments which he made at Rome, he founded a houfe for 
the reception of Jews who mould be converted, during the 
time of their inftrudlion, and another for the reception and 
maintenance of lewd women who mould be defirous to enter 
upon virtuous courfes, yet were not called to a religious ftate 
amono; the Magdalens or penitents. When one told him that 
the conversion of fuch finners is feldom fincere, he anfwered : 
" To prevent only one fin would be a great happinefs, though 
« it colt me never fo great pains. 5 ' He procured: wo hnufes 
to be erected at Rome for the relief of poor orphans of both 
fexes, and another for the maintenance of young women whofe 
poverty might expofe their virtue to danger. The heart of this 
bleflcd man fo burned with charity, that lie was continually- 
thinking and fpeaking of what might in oft contribute to pro- 
mote the divine honour and the fancTUfication of (bus; and 
he did wonders by the zealous fathers of his Society in all 
parts of the g'lobe. He was intreated by many princes and ci- 
ties of Italy, Spain, Germany, and the Low-Countries to af- 
ford them fome of his labourers. Under the aufpicious protec- 
tion of John III. king of Portugal, he fent St. Francis Xavier 
into the Eaft Indies, where he gained a new world to the faith 
of Ch rift. He fent John Nugnez and Lewis Gonzales into the 
kingdoms of Fez and Morocco, to inftrudt and allift the Chri- 
ftian flaves ; in 1547, four others to Congo in Africa : in 1555, 
thirteen into Abytfinia, among whom John Nugnez was no- 
minated by pope Julius III. patriarch of Ethiopia, and two 
others, bifhops ; laftly, others into the Portuguezc fettle men ts 
in South America. Pope Paul III. commiflioned the fathers 
James Layncz and Alphonfus Salmeron to a/lift, in quality of 
his theologians, at the council of Trent. Before their depar- 
ture St. Ignatius, among other inftruclions, gave them a ch;-rge 
in all difpuiations to be careful above all things, to pn.feive 
mode ft y and humility, and to fhun all confidence, con lent 10 uf- 
Ueis or empty difplay of learning. F. Claudius Le Jay ap- 
peared in the fame council as theologian of cardinal Clho hi- 
lltop of Aufberg. Many of the firft difciplus of St. )gn:itiu.> di- 
ffinguilhed thcmfclves in divers kingdoms ol Kumpe, but none 
with greater reputation both for learning and piety, than Peter 
^3 nil 1 us, who was a native of Nimegucn, in the Lo .* -Conn* 
[ r| L'S and having with wonderful fuccefs cmplox ed l»>s 'zealous 

Aboard at Ingolltadt and in levcrai gthcr paits ol -UcruiJuy, ami 

in 
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in Bohemia, died in the odour of fan£tity, at Fribourg, j n 
1597, feventy feven years old (3). Whilft F. Claudius lejay e 
was at Trent, Ferdinand, king of the Romans, nominated 
him bifhop Of Triefte. The good father feemed ready to die 
of grief at this news, and wrote to St. Jgnatius, humbly re- 
quefting him to put fome bar to this promotion. The holy 
founder was himfelf alarmed, and by a prefllng letter to the 
Icing, prevailed upon him not to do what would be an irrepa- 
rable prejudice to his young Society. He urged to the pope and 
facred college many reafons why he defired that all the fathers 
of his Society fhould be excluded from all ecclefiaftical digni- 
ties, alleging that this would be a means more eafily to preferve 
among them a fpirit of humility and poverty, which is the very 
foul and perfefRion of their ftate ; and that, being miffionaries, 
it was mor . advantageous to the church that they mould re- I 
main fuch, always ready to fly from pole to pole, as the pub- ; 
lick necefTities fhould require. The pope being fatisned with j 
his reafons, the faint obliged all profefled Jefuits to bind them- ' 
felves by a fimple vow never to feek prelatures, and to refufe 
them when offered, unlefs compelled by a precept of the 

pope to accept them. 

In 1546, the Jefuits firft opened their fchools in Europe, in 
the college which St. Francis Borgia had creeled for them at 
Gandia, with the privileges of an univerfitv (4). The femi- 
nary of Goa in Afia, which had been creeled fome years be- 
fore for the Indian millions, was committed to the Jefuits, un- 
der the direction of St. Francis Xavier, the preceding ) can 
King John alfo founded for them, in 1546, a noble college at 
Co'imbra, the fecond which they had in Europe. F. Simon 
Rodriguez directed this eftablifhment, am' many others in Por- 
tugal, Spain and Brafil, and died at Lifbon in the higheft repu- 
tation for fan&ity and learning, in 1579. Among the rules 
which St. Ignatius gave to the manors, he principally inculcat- 
ed the lelTons of humility, mod eft y and devotion : he pielcribcd 
that all their fcholars fhould hear mafs every day, go to confef- 
fion every month, and always begin their fludics by piayer: 
that their matters mould take every fit occafion to infpirc them 
with the love of heavenly things : and that by daily meditation, 
felf-cxaminations, pious reading, retreats, and the confhmt 
cxercife of the divine prcfence, they fhould nourifli in then own 
fouls a fervent fpirit of prayer, which without the utinofl care 
is exlinguiflicd by a dry courfc of fludics and fchool dilpuun- 
ons: and with it is deflroyed the very foul of a religious or I pi- 

) 3 ) Bouhoars, 1. 4. Orlandin. Hitt- Soc. 1. 7. c. 25. U) m 
Lib edifying life by Kadcrus and Sacchini. 
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ritual life. He recommended nothing more earneftly both to 
profeffors and fcholars, than that they mould dedicate all their 
labours, with the greateft fervour, to the greater glory of God, 
which intention will make fludies equal to prayer. He treated 
very harfhly all thofe whom learning^ rendered felf conceited, 
or lefs devout : and removed all thofe matters who difcovered 
any fondnefs for lingular opinions. It is incredible with what 
attention and induftry he promoted emulation and every means 
that could be a fpur to fcholars. He required that copies of 
fome of the principal literary performances fhould be fent from 
all the colleges to Rome, where he had them examined before 
him, that he might better judge of the progrefs both of m afters 
and fcholars. He encouraged every branch of the fciences, and 
would have the fathers in his Society applied to thofe functions, 
whether in teaching, preaching or the mifiions, for which God 
feemed chiefly to qualify and deftine them by their genius, ta- 
lents, and particular graces ; yet fo that no one fhould neglect 
the duties either of alfiduous prayer and an interiour life, or of 
inftructing and catechifmg others. He recommended to them 
all, efpecially to the mafters of novices, tsV. to read diligently 
the conferences, lives and writings of the Fathers of the defert, 
and other pious afceticks, in order to learn their fpirit. With 
what fuccefs many among them did this, appears from the Prac- 
tice of Chriftian PerfcSiion^ compiled by F. Alphonfus Rodri- 
guez, one of the moft eminent perfons whom our faint had ad- 
mitted into his Society- In this excellent work he gathered and 
digefted in a clear and eafy method the moft admirable maxims 
and letlbns of the ancient monks : and having many years 
trained up, according to them, the novices of his Order in 
Spain, died holily in the year 1616, the 90th of his age (b) 9 
We have other eminent inftances of this holy fpirit and fcience 
among the primitive difciples of St. Ignatius, in the works of 
F, Lewis de Pontc or Puente, who died in 1624, and whofc 
canonization has been often defired by the kings of Spain ; in 
thofe of St. Alvarez dc Paz, who died in Peru, in 1620; and 
in the writings and life of F. Baltaifar Alvarez, who died in 
Spain in 1580, in the odour of fanclity. 

St. Francis Borgia, in 1551, gave a confidcrablc fum to- 
wards building the Roman college for the Jefuits, Pope Ju- 
lius 111, contributed largely to it: Paul IV. in 1555, founded 
it for perpetuity with great munificence ; afterwards Gre- 
gory 

The value of this treafurc is enhanced hy the elegant chefs 
oy which it ia fet off in the Preach trauflation of the Abbe Refiner 
dci-Marais. 
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gory XIII. much augmented its buildings and revenues. St. Ig. 
natius intending -to make this the model of all his other col. 
leges, neglected nothing to render it complete, and took care 
that it fhould be fupplied with the ableft matters in all the fa, 
ences, and with all poffible helps for the advancement of litera- 
ture. He made it a ftricl rule in the Society, that every one 
ihould ftudy to fpeak correctly the language of the country 
where he lives (5). For without being perfect in the vulgar 
tongue, no one can be qualified to preach or perform many 
other functions with profit. On this account he eftabJifhed 
in the Roman college daily leflbns in the Italian tongue, 
and he carefully fludied that language, and appointed others 
to put him in mind of all the faults which he fhould com- 
mit in fpeaking, St. Ignatius alfo directed the foundation 
of the German college in Rome made by Julius III. but after- 
wards finifhed by Gregory XIII. He often met with violent 
perfecutions ; but overcame them by meeknefs and patience. 
When the French king Henry II. gave the Society letters patent 
to fettle in France, the parliament of Paris made the moft out- 
rageous remonftrances, and the faculty of Sorbon, though not 
without oppofition, pafled a virulent decree againft it. The 
other fathers at Rome thought it neceflary to anfwer thefe cen- 
fares. But St. Ignatius would have nothing printed or written 
in their defence, faying that it was better to commit their caufc 
to God, and that the flanders raifed againft them would fall of 
themfelves. And fo it happened. Indeed the ftorm was foo 
violent to laft. Upon other occaftons the faint modeftly defend* 
ed his inftitute againft flanderers. 

The prudence and charity of the faint in his conduct towards 
his religious, won him all their hearts. His commands fecmed 
rather intreaties. The addrefs with which he accommodated 
himfclf to every one's particular genius, and the mildnefs with 
which he tempered his reproofs, gave to his rcprchenfions a 
fweetncfe which gained the affections whilft it corrected a fault. 
Thus chiding one for his too little guard over his eyes, he laid 
to him with tend crnefs : <c I have often admired the modelty 
<c of your deportment ; yet obferve that unguarded glances often 
cc cfcape you." When another had fixed his eye ftcdfaftly upon 
him a long time, the faint enjoined him to make the govern- 
ment of his eye the fubject of his particular examination, a ul to 
fay every day a Ihort prayer for fifteen months. Me exncnul/ 
reo-m mended a flrict modefly in the whole extei iour as rlie in- 
dex of the inierinur, and a means ablolutely necefl.irv f'»' f ' ic 
reuuluLinir. ot it, and the 'lovermnent of the i'enfes and paili "**;- 

(r) Orland. II ill. Soc. 1. 16- 
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|'j| c always fhewed the affection of the moft tender parent to- 
wards all his brethren, efpecially towards the lick, mr whom 
KJie was folicitous to procure every fpiritual and even tempo- 
l r a) fuccour and comfort, which it was his great delight to give 
! them himfelf. 1 he moft perfect obedience and felf-denial were 
the two flrft leflbns which he inculcated to his novices, whom 
he told at the door as they entered, that they muft leave behind 
them all felf-will and private judgement. In his famous letter 
to the Portugueze Jefuits, On the Virtue of Obedience^ he fay s, 
this alone bringeth forth and nourifheth all other virtues ; and 
calls it the peculiar virtue, and diiUnguiihing mark and charac- 
teriftick of his Society, in which if any member f'ufTer himielf 
to be outdone by thofe of other Orders in farting or watching, 
that he mull yield to none in obedience. He adds, true obe- 
dience muft reach the underftanding as well as the will, and 
never fuffcr a perfon even fecrctly to complain of, or cenfure the 
precept of a fuperiour, whom he muft always confider as veil- 
ed with the authority of Jefus Chrift over him. He fays it is 
not a lefs fault to break the laws of obedience in watching than 
in Deeping, in labouring than in doing nothing. When F» 
Araos, whofe fpiritual labours were very fuccefsrul in the court 
of Spain, feemed to feek the converfation of the great or es of 
the world, upon pretence of conciliating their favour to his 
minilhy, St. Ignatius fent him a fharp reprimand, telling him 
that the neceffary authority for the minifters of the wuid of 
God, is to be gained only by a fpirit of recollection, and the 
exercifes of Chriftian humility; for the lofs of every thing is 
to be feared in an intercourfe with the great ones of the world. 
He 11 fed to fay, that profperity caufed in him more fear than 
jt>y, that when periecution ceafed he mould be in apprchenlion. 
left the Society mould fomewhere iciax in the obfervance ot its 
regular discipline ; that good fortune is never to be trufLd, and 
that we have moft to fear when thing' go according to our do 
fires. He made a moft fevere regulation, that in the Sock ty 
no one fhould even vifit women, even of the higheft <{u;ilitv» 
alone; and that when they difcourl'ed with them, or heard 
tin ir confeffions, this mould be fo ordered, that the companion 
might fee all that palled, without heaiiug wh it ought to be 
ferret, this being a means to prevent the poflibihty of evil 
lufpicions or flandcrs. In the afligning the employments of 
thole under his chvrge, he had ufually a regard to their inclina- 
tion':, though he always required that, on their parts, they 
fhould he whollv indifferent, and difpofed checrlully to aict.pt 
a »ul difehan e any. 



Not- 
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Notwithstanding the fatigue and conftant application which 
the eftablifhment of his order in all parts of the world, and f 0 
many other great enterprifes undertaken to promote the gionr 
of God required, he was all on fire with an excefs of charity, 
and a reftlefs defire of gaining fouls to God, and wearied him- 
felf out in the fervice of his neighbour, always labouring to ex- 
tirpate vice, and to promote virtue in all, and fet on foot fcve- 
ral practices which might conduce to the divine fervice, and 
the falvation of men, It is not to be believed how many and 
how great affairs this bleffed man was able to go through, and 
with what courage and fpirit he bore fo continual a burden, 
and this with fo wealc health, and infirm body. But he was 
afufted by the powerful hand of our Lord that furnifhed him 
with ftrength for all his labours : fo that he then appeared 
ftrongeft and moft courageous, when he was weary, fickly, 
and unprovided of human and natural helps : for in his in- 
firmity the power of God manifefted itfelf, and the faint feemcd 
to fupport the weaknefs of his body with the vigour of his foul. 
This interiour ftrength he chiefly maintained by an eminent 
fpirit of prayer, and the conftant and clofeft union of his foul 
with God. For he was favoured with an extraordinary grace 
of devotion, which he, out of humility, thought God had 
given him out of companion for his weaknefs and mifery, which 
he (aid was greater than that of any other. In faying the holy 
mafs, and reciting the divine office, the abundance of heavenly 
delights which God poured into his foul, was often fo great, 
and made fuch fhowers of tears ftream from his eyes, that he 
■was obliged to flop in a manner at every word, fometimes to 
make a coniiderable interruption whilfr. he gave vent to his 
tears. It was once feared left his continual cfFufion of tears 
fhould hurt his eyefight. At other times, though his eyes 
were dry at his devotion, and the fluices of his tears were flint 
up, yet their influence and effe£t was not wanting ; for his 
fpirit was itill watered with heavenly dew, and the divine il- 
lufirations ceafed not to flow copioufly into his foul. In mat- 
ters of concern, though reafons were never fo convincing and 
evident, he never took any rcfolution before he had con fu ltd 
God by prayer. He let not an hour pafs in the day without 
recollecting himfelf intcriourly, and examining his conlcicncc, 
for this pnrpofe banifhing for a while all other thoughts. Ik 
never applied his mind fo much to cxtcriour affairs as to lofe 
the fweet relifh of interiour devotion. He had God always 
and in all things prefent to his mind. Kveiy object ferved hini 
for a book, wherein he read the divine perfections, and by that 

means railed his heart to his Cicator. lie recommended this 

manner 
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manner of prayer to every one, efpecially to thofe who are 
employed in fpiritual functions for the help of their neighbour. 
Before he betook himfelf to pubJick or private prayer, he pre- 
pared his foul with great fervour, and entering into the oratory 
of his heart, enkindled his affecYions, fo that this appeared in 
his countenance, and he feemed to be all on fire, as we ourfelves 
frequently obferved, fays Ribadeneira. The faint beino- once 
zfked by F. Lainez what manner of prayer he ufed, gave this 
anfvver, that in matters concerning Almighty God he behaved 
himfelf rather paflively than actively. He prayed fometimes 
{landing and profoundly adored the majefty of God prefent to 
his foul; he often bowed his body low, and moft frequently 
prayed on his knees. No fooner had he recollected his mind 
in God, but his countenance put on an air which appeared al- 
together heavenly, and often ftreams of tears fell fweetly from 
his eyes. He prefer ibed to the priefls of his Order to be about 
half an hour at the altar in faying mafs, to avoid on one fide 
the leaft appearance of indecent hurry and precipitation in that 
tremendous facrifice, and on the other not to be tedious to the 
people by uufcafonably indulging their private devotion. Ne- 
venhelefs, he was himfelf about an hour in faying ma fs," to ex- 
cufe which he alleged the plea of neceffity, being often 'obliged 
to make paufes through an irrefiftiblc tendernefs of devotion. 
After mafs he fpent two hours in private prayer, during which 
time no one was admitted to fpeak to him except on fain? 
preffing neceffity. F. Lewis Gonzales who for fome time cr 0 . 
verned the college under him, fays: « As often as I went* to 
^ nim at that time, which neceffity frequently obliged me to 
" do, I always faw his face fhining with an air fo bright -in J 
" heavenly, that quite forgetting myfclf, I Hood a«or.flhcd in 
contemplating him. Nor was his countenance like that of 
many devout men in whom I have admired a wonderful fc- 
^ rcnity at their prayers, but it breathed fomething quite un- 
gual, and as it were divine." On other occafions the like 

.a Inez compai 

mm to Mofes when he came from conveifmp with God Ni- 
choU Lanoy teftified, that he one day law a fire flame on his 

,! llt 5 d bt > Ignatius, ufed to affiire his friends that he had (een 
n«lacc /hilling with bright rays of light, as K Antony Gal* 
l0 »«» Ins difciple and confident in all his concerns, and M ir- 
«»us : Vitcllefchi declared they had often heard from his own 
mouth: of which Cauiinal ' laurufius archbifhop of Sienna, 

Vol m UULhclUick ccnilIcate ( 6 )- John Pciromu*, a 
' * ^ famous 

(6) Extant in Bartoli 1 4, p. iy 2 . 
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famous phyfician in Rome, declared publickly that, when fick, 
he once faw his own chamber, which was then very dark, 
by reafon of the windows being {hut, filled with a dazzling 
light from fuch rays upon the bleffed man's coming into it» 
Ifabel Rofella, John Pafcal, and feveral other perfons tefti- 
fied that they had fometimes beheld his countenance at prayer 
fparkling with radiant beams of light, the abundant confola- 
tions which replenished his foul, redounding on his body. 
John Pafcal added, that he had feen him in prayer raifed more 
than a foot above the ground, and heard him fay at the fame 
time: O my God! O my Lord ! O that men knezu thee! The 
faint was often favoured, amidfl: the tears and fervour of his 
devotion, with wonderful raptures, vifions and revelations; 
and fome of thefe vifions and other fupernatural favours St. Ig- 
natius mentioned himfelf in fhort notes which he wrote, and 
which were found in his own hand after his death, fome of 
-which notes are publifhed by.F. Bartoli (7). Others are men- 
tioned by Ribadeneira, who inferted in the faint's life, as he 
declares, only what himfelf had feen, or had heard from his 
mouth, or from perfons of unqueftionable authority, and 
whofe life of his holy founder, by the order of St. Francis 
Borgia, was carefully examined and approved by the princi- 
pal perfons then living who had frequently converfed with the 
faint, as Salmeron, Bobadilla, Polancus who had been the 
faint's fecretary, Natalis, &c. 

If the fpirit of prayer was that virtue by which our faint 
■was admitted to the familiar intercourfe with God, was the 
key which unlocked to him the treafure of all other virtues and 
graces, and was the continual comfort, fupport, and light of 
his foul, and the conftant advancement of its fupernatural life 
in his mortal pilgrimage, this fpirit was itfelf founded in the 
moft perfect fclf-denial. The Holy Ghofl never communicates 
himfelf, by the infufion of this grace, but to a heart that is 
entirely dead to itfelf and its paifions, and crucified to the 
world. This St. Ignatius underltood fo well, that hearing an- 
other once fay, that a certain pcrfon was endowed with a gi eat 
gift of contemplation, and was eminently a man of prayer, 
he corrected the cxpreilion, faying, "call him rather a man or 
tc the mofi perfect felf-denial becaufe the fpirit of grace and 
prayer requires a perfect; purity and difengagement from all in- 
ordinate affections, and a heart empty of itfelf. This victory 
over himfelf the laint obtained by an habitual practice of the 
exteriour mortification of his fenfes, and by that perfect patience, 
rcfcnation and confidence in God, and conilancy with wli^' 1 

Jic 

(7) I. 4. n. p. 355,. 
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he bore the moft fevere interiour and exteriour trials. To com- 
plete the moft eilential interiour mortification of his will and 
paffions, he added the practice of an unlimited obedience to 
his directors and fuperiours, and of the moft profound and 
fincere humility. Even when broken with age and infirmities, 
he faid that mould his HolineFs command it, he wouJd with 
joy go on board the firft {hip he could find, and if he were fo 
ordered, though it had neither fails nor rudder, and with- 
out any warning, would immediately fet out for any part of the? 
globe. It 'was his perpetual leilbn to his novices: " Sacrifice 
" your will and judgment by obedience. Whatever you do 
<c without the confent of your fpiritual guide, will be imputed 
" to wilfulnefs, not to virtue, though you were to exhauft: 
" your bodies by labours or aufterities." Humility is the filler 
virtue of obedience, the foundation of a fpiritual life, and the 
diftinguiftiing mark or characlefiftick of all the faints. This 
virtue St. Ignatius embraced with the utmofi ardour, from his 
firft entering upon a fpiritual eourfe of life. He went a long 
time in old tattered rags, and Jived in hofpitals, defpifed, 
affronted and perfecuted ; this he defired, and in it he found 
his great joy and fatisfaction. Fie ever retained this affedHon 
for humiliations, out of a fincere contempt of hinifelf ; for 
acknowledging himfelf a firmer, he was thoroughly perfuaded 
that contempt and injuries from all creatures, as inftruments of 
the divine juftice, were his due, and that he was moft unworthy 
of all comforts, favour or regard. Nothing but charity and 
zeal to procure his neighbour's good reftrained him from doing 
riciculous things on purpofe to be laughed at by alL And 
he always pradtifed fuch humiliations as were confiftcnt with 
prudence and his other duties. All his actions, and what* 
ever belonged to him, breathed an air of fincere humi- 
lity. His apparel was poor, though clean : his bed was very 
mean, and his diet coarfc, and fo temperate that it was a per- 
petual abftinence. He employed himfelf often moft cheerfully 
in the meancft ofT.ces about the hemic, as in making beds, and 
incleanfing the chambers of the lick. Jt was his pie^r. ftudy 
conceal his virtues, and nothing was more admirable in hi» 
Wc than the addrefs with which he covered his moft heroick 
anions under the veil of humility. Though he was fuperiour, 
lw fiequehtly fubmitted to inferiours with wonderful mcck- 
nels and humility, when he could do it without prejudice to 
I'js authority, hi tilings of which he was not certain, he rta- 
"ily aajuiefced in the judgment of others ; and was a snwt 
enemy to all pohtivenefs and to the ufe oi fuperliti ves in iiif- 
tourfe, He received rebukes from anyone, with cheeiluhu! ; 
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and thanks. If in his prefcnce any thing was faid that re- 
dounded to his praife, he (hewed an extreme confufion, which 
was ufually accompanied with many tears. He was feldom 
heard to fpeak of himfelf, and never but on very prefling 
occafions. Though vifions, revelations and the like favours were 
frequently vouchlafed him, he fcarce ever mentioned fuch things; 
but all his difcourfe was of humility, charity, patience, divine 
zeal, prayer, mortification and other fuch virtues, of which 
we are to make the greateft account, and by which alone men 
become faints and friends of God. Ribadeneira heard him 
fay, that every one in the houfe was to him an example of vir- 
tue, and that he was not fcandalized at any one befides him- 
felf. It was his ufual faying, that he did not think there was 
a man in the world, that on one fide received from God fo 
great and continual favours, and yet on the other fide was fo 
ungrateful, and fo flothful in his fervice, as himfelf. It was 
his defire that after his death, his body might have been thrown 
upon fome dunghill, in punifhment of the fins he had com- 
mitted by pampering it. The chief reafons why he would have 
his Order called The Society of Jefus> were left his name fhould 
be given it, and that his followers might be known .by their love 
and zeal for their Redeemer. As often as he fpoke of his Or- 
der he called it, 7 bis leaft Society : for he would have his chil- 
dren to look upon themfelves as the laft and leaft of all perfons 
in the church. From the perfect mortification of all his paffions 
and inordinate affections refultcd an admirable peace, and even- 
nefs of mind which nothing feemed able ever to difturb or 
ruffle. His contempt of the world appeared by the difinterefled- 
nefs with which he rejected legacies and prcfents whenever 
they might give occafion to complaints. When lie looked 
up towards the heavens, he ufed feelingly to repeat : " How 
ct contemptible doth earth appear when I behold the bca- 
vens ! " Charity, or the moft ardent and pure love of (jod, 
was the molt confpicuous, and the crown of all his other vir- 
tues. He had often in his mouth thefe words, which he took 
for his motto or device, To the greater glory of God, referring to 
this end, with all his ftrengih, himfelf, hia Society and all 
his actions, in which he always chofe that which appeared to 
him the moft perfect. He often faid to God : Lord, what do I 
deftre y or what can I defire befides thee ! True love is never idle: 
and always to labour, to promote God's honour, or to 
for his fake, was this faint's greateft plcafure. He faid, that 
no created thing can bring to a ibul fuch folic! joy and com- 
fort as to fufler for Chrift. Being afked what was the niott 

certain, and the ihortelt way to perft-aion, he anlwered : 
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" To endure for the Jove of Chrift many and grievous afflic- 
" tions. A(k this grace of our Lord. On whomfoever he 
« beftoweth it, he docs him many other fignal favours, that 
" always attend this grace." Out of this burning Jove of 
God, he molt ardently defired the feparation of his foul from 
his mortal body, when it fhould be God's will ; and when he 
thought of death he could not refrain from tears of joy, 
becaufe he ftiould then fee his loving Redeemer, and beholding 
God face to face, fliouid love and praife him eternally, with- 
out let, abatement, or intermiflion. From this fame love of 
God fprang his ardent thirft for the falvation of men, ior whicll 
he undertook fo many and fo great things, and to which he 
devoted his watchings, prayers, tears and labours. When he 
difmiffed any miflionaries to preach the word of God, he ufually 
laid to them : " Go, brethren, inflame the world, fpread about 
" that fire which Jefus Chrift came to kindle on earth. " To 
gain others to Chrift he, with admirable addrefs, made himfelf 
all to all, going in at their door, and coming out at his own. 
He received fincere penitents with the greateft fweetnefs and, 
condefcenfion, fo as often to take upon himfdf part of their 
penance. When a brother growing weary of the yoke of Chrift, 
had determined to leave the Society, St. Ignatius by his remon- 
ftrances made fuch an impreflion upon his heart, that falling, 
at the feet of the general, he offered to undergo whate\ er punifli- 
ment he would impofe upon him. To which the faint replied ; 
" One part of your penance fhall be, that you never re- 
" pent more of having ferved God. For the other pait, I 
" take it upon myfelf, and will difchargc it for you." He en- 
deavoured to bring all his penitents to make, without referve, 
the perfect facrifice of themfelves to God, telling them, that 
it is not to be expreffed what precious treafures God refer ves 
for, and with what efFufion he communicates himfelf to, thofe 
who give themfelves to him with their whole heart. He pro- 
pedes to them for their model this prayer which he ufed often to 
Jccite: " Receive, O Lord, all my liberty, my memory, my 
" under/landing, and my whole will. You have given me 
" all that I have, all that I poftefs, and f furrender aTl to your 
" divine will, that you difpofe of me. Give me only your 
" love, and your grace. With this I am rich enough, and 
11 I have no more to afk." 

St. Ignatius was general of the Society fifteen years, three 
inoriths and nine days. JUit was in the end fo worn out with 
'iihrmitiet; that he procured that the Society fhould choofe him 
an iidiilant in that oflice. This was F. Jeioin Nadal. Alter 

which the faint referved to himfelf only the care ol the lick, 

X 3 and 
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and fpent his time in continual prayer, and in preparing bj m , 
felf for death. By v/ay of his laft will and teftament he 
dictated certain holy maxims concerning the obligation and 
conditions of religious obedience, which he bequeathed to Iv, 
brethren of the Society. The faint on the day before he dL-d 
charged F.Polancus to beg his Holinefs's blefling for him at the 
article of death, though others at that time did not think 
It fo near. The next morning having lifted up his eyes 
and hands to heaven, and pronouncing both with his tongue 
and heart the fweet name of Jefus, with a ferene countenance, 
he calmly gave up his happy foul into the hands of his Creator 
on the laft day of July, in the year 1556, the fixty-nYth of 
his age, the thirty-fifth after his converiion, and the fifteenth 
after the confirmation of the Society. The people efteemd 
him a faint both living and after his death: and the opinion of his 
fan&ity was confirmed by many miracles (d). He faw his So- 
ciety 



(d) Bayle makes exceptions to 
the miracles of St. Ignatius, be- 
caufe Ribadeneira in the fidl 
life of this faint, which he writ 
in 1572, inquires why his fancli- 
ty was not equally attefted by 
wonderful miracles as that of the 
founders of fome other Oi ders, 

Qttd?nobrcm ill tics fan Ritas minus 
0JI tcjlala mirantUs) &c. But in 
this very edition, in the lad 
chapter p. 209. he writes ; Mi hi 

tan turn abfjl ut ad trifam Ignutii 
illujiranda?/i miracuia aetjfc -vi- 
dcantur, ut mult a eaque pr/pfta n- 
t JJima judiccTK i?i media luce i vrr- 
Jari. lie then recapitulate fome 
iafts which he had before related, 
and which he e/lecms miracu- 
lous, as a rapture in which the 
laint continued for ci«.»ht day:. : 
io many wonderful, heavenly il- 
luminations and revelations ; the 
rciloratiori oh F. bimon who lay 
dan^eruufiy fiek, to his health, 
juirJuanc to his ptcdiotion ; 
the »vondt'j ful deliveiance of a 
demoniac!: ; the cures of feve- 
lui iick perf-ms ; the foretel- 
ling many particular thint';* to 



private perfons, &c. The au» 
thor republifhed this life in 1 587, 
with fome additions. He after- 
wards wrote a Latin abftraft of 
this fir ft life, in which he in- 
ferred many miracles. This he 
calls Alteram brcuiorem w'tam, 
(cd muftis ac Tiouis miraculis auttam. 

* 

In this he tells us, that he 
had before been more cauti- 
ous in relating miracles be- 
caufe they had not yet been ex- 
amined and approved : but rhat 
he chofe fome which were cflcem- 
ed miraculous, not in the opinion 
of the common people, but in 
the judgment of prudent pcr- 
ions. bee this remark alfo in 
the Spanifh abftraci of this, life, 
publiflied in \to^\ and in the 
Latin abllracTt reprinted «u I pics 
in 1 61 2. Jn his Spnnifli life «1 
St. .Ignatius, anions', his live, ol 
fainu prinied in he urti-s 

thus : " Though when I Hill 
" piinted his hie in 157.'.. 1 
'* knew of fome uiiracl t-s of the 

" Holy Father, 1 did nor look 
%i upon them to be lb vcuticd 
44 lava iauulas) a& to thiak that 
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ciety in very few years divided into twelve provinces, with 
above one hundred colleges, and fpread over almoft the whole 

X 4 . world. 



« I ought to publifh them, 
* l which afterwards by the au- 
*< thentical informations taken 
" for his canonization were 
" proved true by credible wit- 
" neiles. And the Lord who is 
" pleafed to exalt him, and 
" make him glorious on earth, 
" works daily fuch miracles on 
" his account as oblige me to 
" relate part of them here, ta- 
" Icen from the original j uridi- 
" cai informations which feve- 
" ral bifhops have made, and 
11 from the depofitions made 
upon oath by the perfons on 
whom the miracles were 
" wrought, &c." Ribad. Spa- 
nifli lives, p. 1124. Moreover, 
Ribadeneira, mentions in his firft 
and fecond edition of this life, 
prophecies, revelations, viiions 
and the like miraculous favours 
and he expreily diltf nguiihes thefe 
from the gift of miracles, by 
which he means miraculous 
cures and the like, though the 
former may be juilly placed in 
the general clafs of miracles. If 
the works of Ribadeneira on this 
fubject be all carefully pcrufcd, 
it will be cafy to difcern the 

Scrupulous accuracy of the au- 
thor iu this point ; and the can- 
did reader will be convinced how 
much ionic have mifreprefented 
hib tcllimony. Nor was he al- 
lowed to publifh miracles be- 
fore they had been approved, as 
the council of Trent ieverely 
utd.iincd (Sffll 29 de lav. San it) 
See on it Julius Nigronius ( Difp. 
hill, de SS. Ignatio et Cajetano 
| l " s7-) Jtnd Pinius the IJollandill 

to his confutation of this {kin- 
der. 



In the relation made in the 

fecret confiftory before Grego- 
ry XV. of miracles which had 
been examined and approved by 
the cardinal a Monte and other 
commifTaries, are mentioned the 
fupernatural light mining on his 
face at prayer, upon the telti- 
mony of St. Philip Neri, and 
F. Oliver Manerius— That St. 
Ignatius by his blefiing and 
prayer cured one Baftida of the 
falling ficknefs, and the hand of 
a cook miferably burnt : deli- 
vered Pontanus from moft violent 
temptations with which he had 
been grievouily molefted for two 
years, &c. — But the miracles 
which are chiefly attended to in 
a canonization, are thole which 
have been performed after th« 
perfon's death. Of fuch, many 
manifefl ones were approved, 
fir ft by the Auditors of the Rota, 
and afterwards by the Congrega- 
tion of Rites. Among thefe are 
mentioned the following : lfa- 
bel Rebelles, a nun of Barce- 
lona, fixty-feven years old, in 
1 60 1, had broken her thigh bone; 
andbeing attended by a phyfician 
and furgcon during forty days, 
and under grievous pains and a 
violent fever, was expected to 
die that night, and given over as 
to all natural remedies ; when by 
applying a rclick of St. Igna- 
tius, and faying the Lord's prayer 
and Hail Mary with an invoca- 
tion of this faint, the fwelling of 
the thigh and leg went down, 
flic found herfelf able to Mir 
both, and without any pain 5 
and calling for her clothes flic 
ijpot up, walked pejfectly and 
with cafe, and felt no more of 
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world. In 3626, it contained thirty-fix provinces, and i a 
them eight hundred houfes, and fifteen thoufand Jefuits, fmce 
which time it is much increafed. St. Ignatius's body was bu^ 
ried firft in the little church of the Jefuits, dedicated to the 
BlefTed Virgin in Rome. When cardinal Alexander Famefius 
had built the ftately church of the profcfTed houfe called IlGiefa 
it was tranflated thither in 1587; and in 1637 was laid under 
the altar of the chapel which bears his name. This church is 
one of the rnoft magnificent piles of building in the world next 
to the Vatican, and is not lefs admired for the elegance of the 
architecture than for its riches, confifting in coftly beautiful 
ornaments of gold, filver, jewels, exquifite paintings, natues 
and carving, and a great profufion of fine marble. Among 
the many chapels which it contains, thofe of the Blefled Vir- 
gin, of the Angels, of SS. Abundius and Abundantius mar- 
tyrs, of St. Francis Borgia, and of St. Ignatius, are the admi- 
ration of travellers 3 efpecially the la ft 9 in which the remains 
of the holy founder lie, in a rich filver fhrine, under the al- 
tar, expofed to view. The other glittering rich ornaments of 
this place feem almoft to lofe their lultrc, when the ftatue of 
the faint is uncovered. It is fomewhat bigger than the life, be- 
caufe raifed high. Its bright mining gold, filver, and fparkling 
diamonds, efpecially in the crown of glory over the head, 
dazzle the eye. In the profefied houfe are mewn the pictures 
of St. Ignatius and St. Philip Neri taken from the life. St. Ig- 
natius's chamber is now a chapel, his ftudy is another, in which 
prelates and fometimes popes come to fay mafs on the faint's 
feftival. He was beatified by Paul V. in 1609, and canonized 
by Gregory XV. in 1622, though the bull was only pub- 
Jifhed the year following by Urban VIII. The example of the 
faints evinces that to difengage our affections from earthly 
things, and to convcrfe much in heaven by the conftant union 
of our hearts to God, is the fhort road to Chriftian perfection. 

Thofe who arc employed in the adlive life, ought to learn the 

art 



her complaint, not even at new 
moons or in the damped (enfon;. — - 
.Anne Jiaro'/.ollonn, at Vailadolid, 
ahnoit fixty years old, was cured 
of a tleipcratc pally by invoking 
St. Ignatius, with a vow to per- 
form a no vena. A widow who 

had loll her fu>,hc in both her 
eye., recovered it by recom- 
mending her (elf to 1 lie prayers 
<4 St. J gn alius, and touching 



her eyes with a relick, &c. — - 
K. Jof. Juvency (Hill. Hoc. Jefu 
1. 1 5. pan 5. 9.) has iehcted 
and related many like wirndtf 
of St. Ignatius. l'\ Daniel liar- 
toli, in"' his life of this faint, 
has yiveii a hiilory of a hiimlial 

inch miracles (I. ?■ )• :,Ht) 
the j>ieat collection made uf 
l'\ I 'in ins, the continuator of 
JJollandus. 
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art of accompanying all their actions with a lively attention to 
the divine prefence, as our guardian angels are faithful in dis- 
charging every duty of that external miniftry which God hath 
committed to them, yet fo as never to intermit their contem- 
plation of the Godhead, and their incelTant homages of praife 
and love, which are the uninterrupted employment of their 
happy ftate. Without this precaution, by the hurry of dry 
{Indies, and even the difcharge of the facred miniftry itfelf, 
the fpirit of piety and devotion is extinguifhed in the heart, 
and the more facred functions are eafiy profaned. 



On the fame DAY 



St. John Columbini, C. Founder of the Order of the Jefuati. 
He was defcended of one of the moil ancient and noble families 
of Sienna, and being chofen firft magiitrate of that common- 
wealth, acquitted himfelf of all the duties of that charge with 
integrity and honour, and to the great fatisfaction of his country- 
men. But he was paflionate, and his heart was ftrongly wedded 
to the world, and buried under the weight and hurry of its buii— 
nefs, vanity and ambition, fo that he fcarce feemed able to find 
leifure to breathe, or to think of eternity. One day after being 
taken up the whole morning in deciding caufes in his court, he 
came home, much fatigued, and not finding dinner ready, flew 
into a violent pafiion. His wife put a book, of the Saints Lives 
into his hands : but he threw it on the ground. The next moment 
being afhamed of his paffion he took it up again, and fitting down 
to read, fell on the life of St. Mary of Egypt. He read it with fa 
much pleafure that he thought no more of his dinner ; and infen- 
fibly found his heart pierced with compunction and remorfe for his 
pait fins and unthinking conduct, and entirely weaned from thai 
world. From that moment he refolved to begin a new life ; and to 
expiate his offences he embraced the moll a 11 lie re practices of pe- 
nance. Refigning his publick employs he confecrated the greatefl 
part of his eilates to almfdeeds, and that the firit facrifice which 
God requires of a {inner is that of a contrite and humbled 
heart, without which no other can be acceptable to him, he 
{pent his time chiefly in prayers and tears. He fold his rich 
clothes and furniture*, giving the money to the poor, that they 
might be intcrceflbrs in his behalf at the throne of mercy : he lay 
on two hoards, watching great part of the night in prayer, and 
his houfe feemed converted into a hofpital, fo great was the num- 
ber of the poor and fick that he can fed to be brought thither, 
and attended. The whole country was aflonifhed at fo great a 
chanjre, and fo exemplary a penance. Francis Vincent joined 
him in this manner of life. They both ran the fame courfe, and with 
ct l u al paces. One day feeing a leper lying at the door of the 

$m church, covered with botches and ulcers, the faint carried 

him 
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him on his back through the publick market-place; attended him 
both as his fervant and phyfician, tenderly killing his running 
fores one after another, till he had perfectly overcome the abhor- 
rence which nature infpires in fuch actions, and continued his care 
of this patient till he was perfectly cured. 

St. John had one fon and one daughter. The former God called 
to himfelf by death, and the latter confecrated herfelf to his divine 
fervice in a nunnery. St. John had before this, with his wife's 
content, made a vow of chaitity ; and after their children were 
thus difpofed of, he fold his eitate, and gave one third of it to 
a hofpital, and the other two thirds to different churches and the 
poor. Having thus reduced himfelf to a Hate of poverty l.ke 
that of the apofdes, he gave himfelf up to ferve the poor in the 
Jiofpitals, and to the exercifes of devotion and the, moil rigorous 
penance. Several others, moved by his example, became hi* faith- 
f.l imitators and companions. They were folicitous to exhort the 
lick and poor to the fincere difpofitions of repentance, and to fer- 
vour in the divine fervice : and the charity and difintereftednefs with 
which they miniftered to them corporal relief and comfort, gave 
great force to their zealous inilruaions. Out of their ardent love of 
our Redeemer, whom they considered and ferved in his afflicted 
members, they had his holy name fo often, and with fo great de- 
votion and refpeft in their mouths, that the people gave them the 
name of Jeiuats. That adorable name is repeated fifteen hundred 
times in the few letters which St. John wrote. The number of his 
difciples being increafed to about feventy, he formed them into a 
religious Order, under ihe rule of St. Auftin, and took St. Jeromfor 
their patron {a). He addrefl'ed himfelf to pope Urban V. at Viterbo, 
who approved and confirmed his inftitute in 1367, and granted to 
it moll ample privileges. Such was the fervour of the firil difciples 
of our faint that almoll all their names have been placed among 
the Bleffcd. The holy founder fell fick foon after the approbation 
of his Order, and having received the lad facraments, commending 
his foul into the hands of his Creator through the death of Gin ft, 
and in union with his recommendation of his divine <oul to his ra- 
ther on the crofs, he happily expired on the -j 1 il of July, in the 
year 1367, the twelfth after his convcrfion, only thircy-feven days 
after his Order had been confirmed by pope Urban V. 

this Order Hill fubftfl in Italy- 
See the life of this faint, and thole 
of other illuilrious perrons ol this 
Order, written by Morigfiia. a 
pious general of the fame, who 
died in 1604. AlfoF. Cupcr, 
the Bollandili, Julii T. 7- V- 3l< : 
and Helyot, T- 3- P- 4- l( "< 



(a) The Jefuats of St. Jerom 
were at full all lay- brothers, 
and pracliled pharmacy. But, 
in 1606, obtained leave of 
Pan! V. to iludy and take holy 
orders. The houlcs oi the fri- 
ars being reduced, they were 
fuppiell'ed by Clement IX. in 
i66i> ; but lomc nunneries of 
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AUGUST i. 



St. P E T E R AD VlNCULA, 

St. Peter's Chains. 



or 




From Afts xii. TiMemont T. r. p. 185, 536. Or/? / 

n. 37. 58. 

HE chains and prifons of the faints were the 
fubje&- of their greateft joy and glory., and the 
fource of the higheft graces and crowns. God 
honoured them in the prince of the apofties with 
wonderful miracles. It has been related in the 
life of James the Great that Herod Agrippa, king 
of the Jews, having put to death that apoftle in the year 44, in 
order to gain the afte&ion and applaufe of his people, by an 
aftion frill more agreeable to them, caufed St. Peter, the prince 
of the facred college/ to be cart into prifon. It was his inten- 
tion to put him publickly to death after Eafter. The whole 
church at Jerufalem put up its prayers and cries to God, with- 
out effing, for the deliveracc of the chief paftor of his whole 
liock, and God favourably heard them. The king took all 
precautions po/lible to prevent the efcapc of his pri Toner, as he 
and the other apofties had formerly been miraculoufly delivered 
out of prifon by an angel (1). St. Peter himfelf remained, no 
<oul)t, in perfect joy, committing himfelf with entire confi- 
dence and kibmiffion to the divine difpofal. In this tranquillity 
01 mind, and entire refignation of himfelf, he lay faft afleep, 
on the very night before the day intended for his execution, 
when , t pleafed God to deliver him out of the hands of bis 

^mies. He was guarded by hxtccn foldicrs, four of whom 

1 always 

(1) Ad. v. 19. 
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always kept fcntery in their turns $ two in the fame dungeon 
with him, and two at the gate. He was fattened to the ground 
by two chains, and flept between the two foldiers. In the 
middle of the night a bright light fhone in the prifon, and an 
angel appeared near him, and linking him on the fide, awaked 
him out of his fleep, and bad him inftantly arife, gird his coat 
about him, put on his fandals and his cloak, and follow him, 
The apoftle did fo, for the chains had dropped off from his 
hands. Following his guide, he pafied after him through the 
firft and fecond ward or watch, and through the iron gate which 
led into the city which opened to them of its own accord, 
The angel conducted him through one ftreet ; then fucidenty 
difappearing left him to feek fome afylum. Till then the 
apoftle, in his furprife, doubted whether the whole was not a 
mere dream; but upon the angel's vanifhing he acknowledged 
his miraculous deliverance, and bleflld the author of it. He 
went dire&ly to the houfe of Mary the mother of John, fur- 
named Mark, where feveral difciples were met together and 
were fending up their prayers to heaven for his deliverance. As 
he flood knocking without, a young woman going to the door 
and perceiving it was his voice, ran in and acquainted the 
company that Peter was at the door ; and when ihe perfilted 
in the thing, they concluded rather it muft be his guardian an- 
gel, fent by God upon iome extraordinary account : until, be- 
ing let in, he related to them the whole manner of his mira- 
culous efcape. And having enjoined them to give notice there- 
of to St. James and the reft of the brethren, he withdrew to a 
place of more retirement and fecurity, carrying wherever he 
went the heavenly blefiing and life. The nexr day when he 
was not to be found, Agrippa commanded the keepers to be 
put to death, as fuppofing them accelfary to St. Peter's efcape. 
This wonderful deliverance is a proof, that though God does 
fometimes allow the wicked to execute their defigns, yet when 
it plcafes him, he rcftrains them, and lets bounds to their 
■wickednefs, and that he always watches over his faithful fer- 
vants. We likewife fee by this event the power and efficacy of 
publick prayer. The Jewifh paifover that year fell on the firft of 
April; but the Greek Menaea commemorate this miracle and 
St. Peter's chain on the fixteenth of January, in memory oi the 
dedication of a church called St. Peter's Chain, in which one 
of his chains was kept. The Weftem church has long kept 
this feflival on the firft of Auguft, on account of a dedication 
made on this day of the famous old church of this title in 

Romc 3 which has been a place of great devotion. It gives a 

title 
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title to a cardinal. Mention is made of priefts of this church 
in the fifth century (a). 

Such was the veneration of the faithful for the relicks of 
the apoftles SS. Peter and Paul depofited at Rome, that the 
popes themfelves durft not prefume to touch, feparate, or give 
away part of the precious remains of their bodies. This St. 
Gregory the Great often teftifies in his epiflles (2). Pope 
Hormifdas allures us of the fame in his letter to Juftinian's ne- 
phew, to the emperour Juftin I. and afterwards his fucceflbur, 
who had begged a fmall particle of them for a church he was 
building to their honour at Constantinople (3). Both thefc 
popes teftify that it was the cuitom for the popes only to put 
down a linen cloth, called Brandeum, upon the tomb of the 
apoftles, which being thus bkfled was fent and received with 
the refpeffc due to a relick 5 and God often worked miracles by 
thefe Brandeums. Juftinian was fatisfied with fuch a relick, 
and with the reafons of refpe£t for the facred bodies alleged 
by the pope. His ambafladours at the fame time begged and 
obtained a fmall portion of St. Peters chains, which were kept 
at Rome with great devotion in the ancient church which is 
known by that title, at leaft ever fince the fifth century. The 
popes were accuftomed to fend the filings of thefe chains as 
precious relicks, to devout princes, and they were often inftru- 
ments of miracles. The pope himfelf rafped off" thefe filings, 
which he enclofed in a crofs or in a golden key, as appears from 
St. Gregory (4),. who fays in his letter to king Childebert (5), 
to whom he fent one of thefe keys, that many per Ions, out of 
devotion, hung fuch keys about their necks as prefervatives 
from dangers. St. Caefarius fays (6) that the chains, with 
which this apoftle was bound in his Jaft imprifonment before his 
martyrdom, were preferved by the faithful and honoured at Rome 
in his time. Arator, fubdeacon of the church of Rome, who 
compofed a poem on theyttfs of the ApoJiks y in the reign of Jufti- 
nian, fays that Rome was alfo enriched with one of the chains 
with which that apoftle was bound by Agrippa at Jerufalem^ 
and from which the angd delivered him. St. Chryfoffcm 
affirms the fame, and cxprcfles the moft earncft dellre to have 
been able to go lb far to fee and kifs that relick of tb/s great 
apoftle's glorious fufferings (7). It is faid that Eudocia, the 

wife 

■ 

U) See Greg. M. 1. 3. cp. 30, p. 567, &c. (3) Cone. T. 4. 
P' l 5 ! 5- (4) 1. 5 C P- 3°- ] - «P- 0. 1. 11. cp. 49. r 

7* 2 3- (5) !■ 5- C P- ^5°- ( 6 ) Serin. 203. in Append. O 1, & " 
Au fi" n - 5- (7) S- Chryf. horn. 8. in Ephef. 

(«) See Florentines, Not. in Martyr. S. HicronymL ~~ 
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wife of Theodofius the younger, in 439, brought from Jerufa- 
Jem two chains with which St. Peter had been bound in that 
city, and having given one to a church in Conftantinople, fc n t 
the other to Rome to her daughter Eudoxia, who was married 
to Valentinian III. and who is faid to have built a church on 
the Efquilin hill, in which it was depofited (8). 

The iron chains of this apoftle have been efteemed as more 
precious and valuable than gold, fays St. Csefarius (9). Pagan 
Rome never derived fo much honour from the fpoils and tro- 
phies of a conquered world as Chriftian Rome receives from 
the corporal remains of thefe two glorious apoftles, before 
which the greateft emperours lay down their diadems, and pro- 
fixate themfelves, as St. Chryfoftom ( 10) and St. Auftin (u) 
obferve. Among other proofs of the veneration of the primi- 
tive Chriftians towards thofe facred pledges, Orfi appeals (12) 
to the images of SS. Peter, and Paul* which are found fre- 
quently carved in the ancient cemeteries of Rome, and on 
xnany fepulchral urns, which many antiquaries have fhewn to 
be more ancient than the perfecution of Dioclefian. Eufebius 
(13) tells us, that he had feen the pictures of thefe two apo- 
ftles which had been prefer ved down to his time. That of 
St. Paul agrees with the defcription given of him in the dia- 
logue entitled Philopatris^ wrote about the end of the firft cen- 
tury 3 before Lucian who was born under Trajan, and flourifhcd 
under Marcus Aurelius (b). It alfo agrees with that extant in 
the very ancient, though apocryphal adts of St. Thecla (14). 

The firft day of Auguft is called by us Lammas-day, lbftened 
from Loaf-mafs ; a mafs of thankfgiving for the firft fruits of 
the earth, or of the corn (c) being anciently celebrated in 

England 

(8) See Baron- ad an. 439. (9) loco cit. (10) ib. (11) S.Aug, 
ep. 232. alias 42 ad Madaur. (12), Orfi 1. 2. n. 24. p. 265. 
(13) Euf. L 7. hiit. c. 1 3. (14) Grabe Spicil. T. 1. 



■ (h) Lucian died above a hun- 
die* years after St. Paul, and 
canm. be the author of this 
Dialogue as is demonflratcd iii 
the notes upon the new edition 
of Lucian^ works, put out at 
Amflerdam in 1 74 5, and in the 
learned diflertation of Gefner, 
furnamed the German Pliny. Not 
only the ityle of this dialoge 
differs entirely from l.ucian's 
manner of writing but this au- 



thor tells us he had feen St. 
Paul, and had been baptized by 
him. 

(c) In all ancient Saxon books 
it is called lllaf-mais, that is, 
Loaf-mafn, as may be feen in old 
Saxon MS. books in the Cot- 
tonian and other libraries. '1 » ,:; 
name often occurs in the printed 
Saxon chronicle, and is particu- 
larly defcribed to be the I call oj 
the lull fruits of com, ibid, w 
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England on this day. It was kept with a folemn proceflion* 
ancf was alfo called the Guild of Auguft. The folemn blefling 
of new grapes was performed both among the Greeks and La- 
tins, in fome places on the fir ft, in others on the fix-th day of 
Auguft, and is exprefly mentioned in ancient liturgical books, 
as cardinal Bona and others take notice (c). We owe to God, 
in a fpecial manner, the firft fruits of our lives and of all our 
aftions, in acknowledgment that he is our beginning and laft 
end. Of this tribute he is extremely jealous, as he exprefled 
in the old law by his rigorous precept of the facrifice of firft 
fruits. A Chriflian, to acquit himfelf of this duty, ought to 
begin every day, and every undertaking, by fervently renewing 
the confecration of himfelf and of all his actions to God, with 
an humble facrifice of thanfgiving for his benefits, and an 
earneft petition of the divine bleffing and grace to make a goo$ 
Vi fe of the gifts of heaven. 

On the fame DAY 

The Seven Machabees, brothers, with their mother, MM. The 
fcven brothers, called Machabees, are holy Jevvifh martyrs who fuf- 
fered death in the perfecution of Antiochus Epiphanes, the impious 
king of Syria. The Jews returned from the JBabylonifh captivity 
in the firlt year of the reign of Cyrus {a), and were allowed to 

form 



ann. 921. This etymology is 
clearly demonftrated by the learn- 
ed Somner in his Saxon GloiTary 
y. Hiaf, and by Francis Junius 
in his accurate Di&ionarium Ety- 
mlog/eum Angl'tcnnurn, publifhed 

by Mr. Edmund Lye in 1743. 
Sec alfo Ham's Refolves, &c. — 
It was formerly the cutiom for 
tenants who held lands of the 
cathedral of York, to pay on 
tins day a Hvo lamb to that 
church : but Bailey, Johnfon and 
others, who derive this name 
from that cullom, or from a fup- 
pofed offering or tithing of lambs 
tt this time, never confulted the 
Saxon Antiquities, the true cry- 
molooy of the word, or any 
competent vouchers. 
M bee Bona dc Rebus Litur- 



gtczs : alfo for the Greeks F. 
Goar's notes on the Eucholo- 
gium, and for the Latins, thofe 
of Dom Menard on the Sacra- 
mentary of St. Gregory the 
Great ; and the comments of 
the Jefuit Azcvedo on an an- 
cient initial of the Lateran bafi- 
lick, publilhed by hiih at Rome 
in 1754. 

{a) The ten tribes among the 
Jews, commonly called the king- 
dom of Ifrael, in punifhmcne of 
their repeated infidelities and ol>- 
ftinate abufeof divine grace, de- 
ferved at length to be cart off by 
Almighty God. Tn the rcivn of 
Phaccc, Tlicglathphalafar, king 
of Afiyria, led away captives the 
tribes of Nephihali, Ruben, Gad, 
and the half tribe of Manailcjr 
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form themfelves into a republick, to govern themfclves by their 
own laws; and live according to their own religion. Their privi- 



le 



that bordered on Syria (i), and 
placed them in the country about 
Habor, Lahela and the river 
Gozan, in Media (2). Seven- 
teen years after this expedition 
of Theglathphalaffar againrt Pha- 
cee, his fuccefibur Salmanafar, 
in the year of the world 3283, 
before the Chriftian sra 721, 
took the city of Samaria, under 
Ofee the laft king of Ifrael, and 
tranfpl anted the refidue of thofe 
ten tribes into the fame country 
with the former (3). This Cal- 
ziiet fhews moll probably to have 
been Colchis and its borders (4), 
and that fome part afterward 
weie difperfed into Great Tar- 
tary, others into Mesopotamia, 
and fome returned to Judaea after 
the Jews had rebuiltjerufalem: for 
fome remains of them are men- 
tioned in all thefe places. But 
they no where formed a body 
politick, nor retained the dif- 
tinclion of their tribes, as fome 
moderns have pretended. The 
tribes of Juda and Benjamin, 
of which the kingdom of Juda 
con filled, were fubdued by Na- 
buchodonofor, in the reign of 
Joakim, in the year of the 
world 3398, before the Chriftian 
sera 606, the firft of Nabucho- 
donofor, when he began to reign 
with his father JMabopolafTar, 
who dying two years after, in 
the year of the world 3400, left 
to him the entire empire of Ba- 
bylon. Upon the revolt of Joa- 
kim, Nabuchodonofor's gene- 
rals l^efiegcd Jerusalem a fecond 



time, in 3409, and Joakim be- 
ing flain, his fon Joachin or je. 
chonias fuccecded in the throne ; 
but Nabuchodonofor coming in 
perfon to the fiege, took the 
city, and led away captives to 
Babylon the new king, and his 
chief princes, having appointed 
Sedecias king. This prince alio 
rebelled againft the Chaldeans, 
and fought the alliance of their 
enemy the king of Egypt. Na- 
buchodonofor returning into Ju- 
daea laid fiege to Jerufalem in 
3414, defeated the king of E- 
gypt who was marching to re- 
lieve it, and took that city in 
34! 6, burnt the temple, caufed 
the eyes of Sedecias to be put 
out, carried him to Babylon, 
and foon after the whole nation 
of the Jews, except the pooreft 
fort, over whom his general Na- 
buzardan placed Godolias go- 
vernour. Nabuchodonofor, hav- 
ing taken Tyre and conquered 
Egypt, died in 3442. His fon 
and fucceifour Evilmerodach, af- 
ter a reign of two years, was 
llain by NeriglifTor, who reigned 
four years. Cy ax ares 11. fon of 
Aftyages, king of the Mcdes, 
afliitcd by Cyrus, fon of Cam- 
by fes (a Perfian of low biith) 
and of Mandana, daughter of 
the late king -Aftyages, at the 
head of the Perlians, defeated 
and ihw Ncrigliflor, in 34481 
Laboroloarchod, the fon of Ne- 
riglifTor, after a reign of nine 
months was killed by Nabonides, 

called in Scripture Baltallar, ion 

ot 
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Je^es were much extended by Artaxerxes Longirnanus : but their 
liberty was limited and dependent, and they lived in a certain de- 
Vol. HI- Y greei 



of Evilmerodach, in 3449. Cy- 
rus took Babylon in 3466, and 
Baltaflar being flain, added Chal- 
d<ca to the empire of his uncle 
Cvaxarcs, called by Daniel Da- 
rius the Mede, then fixty-two 
years old. (Berof. Herodot. Xeno- 
phon, Jeremy, Daniel, Ufher.) 
He dying in 3468, Cyrus united 
in one empire the great king- 
doms of the Chaldieans, Medes 
and Perfians, under the name of 
the Perfian empire. The fame 
year, which was the 70th front 
the firft taking of Jerufalem by 
Nabuchodonofor, he gave the Jews 
leave to return into Paleltine, 
and rebuild Jerufalem and the 
temple. Zorobabel, a prince of 
the royal houfe of David, led back 
a colony of Jews, and laid 
the foundations of the city. But 
the Samaritans oppofing the un- 
dertaking, it was interrupted 
during the reigns of Cambyfes, 
or Afluerus (Efd. iv. 6.) arid of 
Smerdis Magus, or Artaxerxes 
(Kfd. iv. 7.). But in the fecond 
year of Darius Hyftafpis, of the 
world 3483, on the prophets, Ag- 
gams and Zachary encouraging 
the Jews, and with tile leave of 
that prince, the foundations of 
the temple were laid (Aggae. i. 

12 ). It was completed and de- 
dicated in the eighth year of his 

reign, and of the world3488. He 
filled the throne thirty-fix years, 
and his fon Xerxes zt. In the 
I we nth year of Artaxerxes Lon- 
girnanus after he was a /I be in ted 
'>y his father Xerxes, and the 
hrit after the death of Xerxes, 
I'Miri;., ;i holy pricJl and \no- 
r^'t, obtained leave to lead 
kzk i'tom J*abvlon to Judy; a 



the remainder of his people, and 
to finifli the buildings begun at: 
Jerufalem. In the twentieth year 
of the fame prince, Nehemias* 
his cupbearer, a mofl zealous and 
virtuous Jew, whether of the 
tribe of Juda or of Levi is un- 
certain, procured the mofl am- 
ple authority to encompafs Je- 
rufalem with walls, and to re- 
flore its fplendour : which au- 
thority was again confirmed to 
him two years after (z Efd. ii. 
v.). This excellent man re 1 - 
eftablifhed over alljudzea the com- 
monwealth of the Jews, though, 
ftill fubjeft to the Perfians. "The 
empire of the latter flourilhed 
during 207 years under thirteen; 
kings. But the princes that fuc- 
ceeded Artaxerxes Longirnanus 
degenerated from the temperance? 
and valour of their/ prcdecef-- 
fors ; and loathing, the crefles 
and fall ads, which were the ab- 
iremious food of 'Gyrus and the 
firft Perfians, abandoned them- 
felves to voluptuoufnefs, at lead, 
if we except Artaxerxes Mne-' 
mon. Jt was alfo a (landing de-.' 
feci in this Hate, that it was nbf 
fo properly a regular empire as 
a tumultuous disjointed ailem- L 
blage of many nations ; divided 
by their languages, intereflsv 
laws, enfloms, and government, 
which circumflances weakened 
its power, and rendered its fall 
inevitable. Alexander the Great 
having vanquiflied the lafl kinft 
of Perlia, Darius the fon of Co- 
domanus, in the year of the 
world 3674, before Chrift 3*50, 
the fix tli of his reign, founded 
the Cire'cian empire, which he 
extended in thi; Kail as far a* 
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gree of fubjeftion to the Perfian kings, and fhared the fate of that 
empire under Alexander the Great, and after his death under the 

Seleucida:, 



the ocean. This rapid conque- 
roar, who is compared in Daniel 
to a pard with four wings (Dan. 
vii.6.) flew rather than marched,, 
and in the fpace of fix years 
made himfelf m after of all the 
EafL Haying reigned twelve 
years, he fell fick at Babylon, 
and this lord of fo many em- 
pires, and* terrour of fo many 
kings, faw himfelf fuddenly in 
tire jaws of death, and divided 
his empire among his captains 
(iMac. i. 7. SeeCalmet). He left 
his wife Roxana with child, and 
her fon when born was named 
Alexander, and ftyled king un- 
der the regency of his weak 
uncle, called Aridseus or Philip.. 
But Perdiccas, general of the 
houfhold troops, Ptolemy in 
Egypt, Antipater in Macedon, 
Eumenes in Cappadocia, Anti- 
gqnus in' Phrygja, Lyfimachus 
in Thrace, Laomedon in Syria, 
Caflfander in Caria, Seleucus ge- 
neral of the [Faya-l cava] r y and t 
goyernour of Babylpn^and^others, . 
under the title of, gov.crnours,a6l- , 
ed the part of, kings .(^r rian.de. 
Expe^.Alex.Diodor.Ju^iri). Per- 
diccas, attacking Ptolemy, was 
flain. Antigpnus, made great 
conqucfts in Afia, ( and CafTan^ 
derm Maccolon.jithis laCer hav- 
ing already murdered Olympias> , 
the mother of Alexander, caufed - 
his widow. Roxana and his fon 
Alexander ./Egus, then about 
fourteen years of age, to be fe- 
cretiy put to death by the keej)er 
of the caltle wherein they were 
confined . Hercules, the eldeft 
fon of Alexander by a concu- 
bine, wan alio tieacheronily mur- 

•dcii'd by him. The ambitious 



Antigonus, flufhed with fuccefs 
was the firlr. among the captains 
that put a crown upon his own 
head in Afia, and f en t another 
to his fon Demetrius. This was 
immediately imitated by Ptolemy 
in Egypt. After which Seleu- 
cus, Lyfimachus, and CafTander 
alfo took the title of king. An- 
tigonus was flain four years after in 
battle by Seleucus, and after va- 
rious viciiTitudes of fortune in 
Macedon and in Afia, Deme- 
trius fell into his hands; and 
though he was honourably treat- 
ed by him, died of grief when he 
had been a prifoner three years. 

After various flruggles, the 
empire of Alexander remained 
divided into four principal king- 
doms. That of Macedon, found- 
ed by Antipater, devolved fuc- 
ceflively on , CafTander,. Deme- 
trius, Pyrrhus king of Epirus, 
and Ptolemy; but at length wa* 
fettled in the line of Antigonus 
king of Afia, by Antigoniib Go- 
natas, fon of Demetrius. — That 
of Egypt was founded by Ptole- 
my, the fon of Lagus, furnamed 
Soter, 304 years before ChtiJh 
This prince was the moll virtu- 
ous of all the fucceflburs of Alex- 
ander : moll humane, conipal- 
fionate and generous to all: In 1 
retained on the throne the fame 
fimplicity of mariners, which be 
had (hewn while in a private 
flaqion ; and it was his ufual fay- 
ing. That the true grandeur of 
a king confided in enriching 
others, not himfelf, and i" 
making many happy. But Ins 
fuccefiburs foon forgot the ex- 
ample of prudence and modera- 
tion which he had let them-'* 
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Seleucida?, kings of Syria. Antiochus III. (the fixth of thefe kirrgs). 
was complimented with the furname of The Great, on account of 
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The kingdom of Thrace and 
Bithynia was erected by Lyfima- 
chus ; but upon his death his 
disjointed dominions fell a prey to 
the neighbouring princes. — The 
fourth kingdom was that of Sy- 
ria, or rather of Afia, which 
was founded by Seleucus after 
he had defeated Antigonus and 
Demetrius, from whom he had 
revolted, and fled into Egypt 
from Babylon, of which city he 
was left governour by Alexander. 
Returning with an army, he dc- 
ieated Nicanor whom Antigonus 
had made governour of Babylon 
in his room, and retook the 
city in the year of the world 
3692, before Chrifl: 312, from 
whence in autumn is dated the 
asra of the iSeleucida?, or of the 
kingdom of the Greeks in Afia; 
though the author of the firft 
book of Machabees, Jofephus and 
the Jews, generally dated it from 
thcfpring, or their month Nifan. 
Seleucus reigned firft over Baby- 
lon, Baclria'na, Media and Pcrfia •% 
but twelve years after, by the 
defeat and death of Antigonus 
in the battle of Ipfus, added Sy- 
ria to his kingdom, and built 
the city of Antioch, fo called 
from his father or fon, both 
named Antiochus, which his fuc- 
ceffours made the place of their 
refideuce and the capital of all 
the Kail. Ho alfo built two 
^ics called Scleucia ; the one 
on the Orontes near the fea, 
*nd the other on the confluence 
of theTigris and Euphrates, about 
[arty miles from Babylon, which 
laitcr city became by this means, 
'ind on account of its marines, 

°*n after abandoned, Jn his 



old age he vanqulfhed Lyfima- 
chus, who was killed in thei 
battle which was fought in Phry- 
gia. By this victory he joined 
Afia Minor to his empire, and 
took from it the furname of Ni- 
cator or the Conquerour; but 
was foon after treacheroufly mur- 
dered as he was marching into 
Macedon. Seleucus's fuccefTours 
were -Antioch us Soter, Antiochus 
Theos, or the god (to whom, 
yet living many flattering nations 
paid divine honours, as his fa- 
ther and grandfather had beeri 
enrolled among the gods after 
theirdeath) Seleucus II. furnamed 
Callinicus, Seleucus III. called 
Ceraunus, Antiochus the Great* 
Seleucus Philopator, Antiochus 
Epiphanes, and fixteen others, 
till Syria was reduced into a Ro- 
man province fixty-rive years be- 
fore the birth of Chrilt. This 
kingdom was the moft powerful 
of all thofe that were farmed by 
the fuccefTours of Alexander^ 
and befides Syria, comprifed„ 
under the ' fir ft kings, Paletfine* 
Mefopotamia, Chaldasa, Media 
and Peril a ; and towards the* 
Weft, Cappadocia , Cilicia and 
feveral other provinces, whence 
thefe princes chofe rather to be 
ftyled kings of Afia than of Sy- 
ria. Pontus and Bithynia had 
their own kings from the time of 
Seleucus ; and the former grew 
afterward very powerful. Ar- 
menia revolted from Antiochus 
the Great, in the beginning of 
his reign^and chofe its governour 
king. Some time after, Edcfl'a 
in Mefopotamia, and Adiatene 
the moft fruitful province in Af- 

fyria, Battriana and Come other 

little 
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his conquclls in Afia Minor, and his redaction of Media and Per- 
sia ; though thefe two latter provinces foon after fubmitted them- 

Cfclves 



little kingdoms were formed. 
But the Syrian empire received 
the greateft wound by the rife of 
the Parthian kingdom, founded 
by Arfaces, a Parthian, who re- 
volting from Antiochus Theos, 
erected a new empire, and made 
himfelf matter alfo of Media, 
Perfia, Hyrcania, Battriana and 
Caranania, in the midft of 
which provinces Parthia was 
fituated. The Parthians often 
triumphed over the Roman ea- 
gles in the mod flouriftiing times 
of that empire. Their king- 
dom had iubfifted four hundred 
and eighty years, when Ar- 
taxerxes, a Perfian officer, re- 
volted with his countrymen, and 
defeated and killed the Parthian 
Icing Artabanus III, in the 
•eleventh year of Alexander Se- 
-verus, the 233d year of Chrilt. 
Upon its ruins he raifed 
the fecond Perfian monarchy, 
which was deftroyed by Abube- 
ker, the nrft Caliph of the Sara* 
cens, the father-in-law and fuc- 
cefTour to the impoftor Maho- 
met. See Lewis's Hittory of the 
Parthians : and abbe Guyon. 

T. 8. Hift. dos A Ayr. Sec. } , 8. 
The prophet Daniel faw in a 
vifion the empires rifing one out 
of the attics Of the other, and 
patting in a review before his 
eyes. The four great empire* 
which were reprcfented to him 
under the figures of four bealls 
(Dan. ii.) and of a great ttatue 
compofed of four kinds of me- 
tal (Dan. vii.) were thofe of the 
Chaldioans, Periians, Greeks and 
Komans, according to the molt 
general opinion, which .is con- 
tinned by a judicious ditt'uj tutiun 



prefixed to the book of Daniel, 
in the new French commentary; 
though Calmet and fome others 
have attempted to expound the 
fourth of the fuccefiburs of Alex- 
ander, principally the Ptolemies 
in Egypt* and the Seleucids in 
Syria. The fifth empire is evi- 
dently the church of Chi ill, be- 
ing compared to a ftone cut from 
a mountain without the hands of 
men, which encrcaiing became 
a great mountain, and filled the 
whole earth. This was the 
kingdom raifed by God, which 
was to fubfitt for ever. 
■ Nothing could exhibit a 
ftronger portrait of the infta- 
bility of all human things than 
the rapid revolutions of the 
greateft empires, which Daniel 
law in this vifion rife and fall 
like vaft billows of waters foe- 
cecding one another on the fur- 
face of the ocean. The empires 
of the Aflyi ians, Medes and Per- 
fians.are long ago as if they had 
never been, and thofe ftrong and 
rich cities of wonders, Ninive, 
Babylon, Ecbatana, Pcrfepolu, 
Thebes and many others have 
cither .left no trace at all, or 
difmal ruins which ferve only tor 
lurkinghoJcs and dens for fer- 
pents and wild bealls. Iholc 
immortal works, the maufokuuins, 
pyramids and obcliilcs which Iccm 
to outbrave time iticlf, have 
fcarce been able to preleivc tne 
names of any of their vain foun- 
ders. Mors ctlam faxh mmM- 

bufque. <vmit. What wonder «»« 
if families are liable ftj» w 
greater viciflitudes ? It was IW 
lemark of the judicioufc an - 
cillary Mr. EidcCwick, ilmt wu»- 
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{elves again to the Parthians. But this prince met afterwards with 
great difgraces, efpecially in his war with the Romans who cur- 
tailed his empire, taking from him all his dominions which lay- 
well of mount Taurus, a good part of which they bellowed on 
I'umenes (i). He was likewife obliged to give up to them all his 
armed gallies, and all. his elephants, to pay to them for twelve 
jears the annual tribute of one thoufand talents (or two hundred 
and fifty-eight thoufand three hundred and thirty-three pounds 
ilerling) and one hundred and forty thoufand modii of the beft 
wheat (or thirty-five thoufand Englifh bufhels) and to fend to Rome 
twenty hoftages, of which his fon Antiochus was to be one. In 
Elvmais, a province of Perfia, between Media and the Perfian 
gulph, which from the death of Alexander was governed by its 
own kings, there Mood two famous rich temples, the one of Diana, 
the other of Jupiter Belus. Antiochus, after his fall, being in ex- 
treme want of money, marched to Elymais, and in the night trea- 
cheroufly plundered this temple of Belus. But the inhabitants 
purfued and flew him, and recovered the treafure (2). The Jews 
had often done important fervices to this king, and to feveral of his 
predeccflbrs, particularly in the reign of his father Seleucus II. 
When a numerous army of Gauls or Galatians had invaded Baby- 
lonia, and the Syrians and Macedonians had not courage to meet 
them in the field, fix thoufand Jews boldly attacked, and by the 
divine afliftance defeated and repulfed them, having flain a hundred 
and twenty thoufand of them (3). Seleucus 111. eldeft fon of An- 
tiochus, fucceeded him in the throne, and continued for fome time 
to favour the Jews as his father had done. The Jews were then in 
fuch high efteem, that fovereign princes courted their friendship, 
and made magnificent prefents to the temple ; and Seleucus furniflicd 
out of his own treafury all the expences of it. Juda;a enjoyed a 
profound peace, and their laws were obferved with a religions 
ltriclnefs under their worthy high-prielt Onias III. (4); until a 
roifunderltanding which happened between him and Simon, a pow- 
erful man of the tribe of Benjamin, and governour of the temple, 
brought a feries of evils on the whole nation. This contclt grew to 
fuch a height, that Simon finding he could not carry Ins iniquitous 
udign into execution, or get the better of the zealous high-pricft 
who had then held that dignity about <ixtcen years, went away to 
Apollonius, governour of Coclefyria and Palclline under Seleucus, 

Y 3 and 



(1) See Calmet Ilirt. Prof. T. 7. The new Fr. Comm. T. 7. p. 
)(>, and Foy-Vaillam Hill. Seleucidarum. (2) S. Hicr in Dan. 
c 11. Diodor. Sicul. in excerpt. Valef.p. 29?., Strabo 1. 16. Jullin 
J - 3 2 - 2. (3)2 Mach. viii, zo. 2 Mach. iii. 1. 

in the fpace of a hundred years raifing of a family fecmcd to 

tuiee parts of tlie eltates in a him like child reus play when 

county palled into the hands of they build houL-s of cards, 

iit'vv faniilit;;;. This obfcrvation which the next fliahe or pujf of 

ii.adc the ingenious marquis of wind thrown down again. 
WaMiU frequently fay, that the 
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and acquainted him, that there were immense treafures depofited in 
she temple of Jerufalem, which might be feized upon for the kin^ 
*ife. The governonr fent to inform Selene us oi the matter, who 
being in diftrefs for money to pay the Roman tribute, was taken 
with the bait, and difpatched Heliodorus to fetch the treafure away 
fo Antioch. 

When this officer was arrived at Jerufalem, and had difclofed hh 
commiflion to the high-prieft, the pontiff made the ibongeft remon- 
strances againft the facrilegious attempt, urging that the facrccl trea- 
fure confuted of things confecrated to God, or the depofue.-; of or- 
phans and widows. Heliodorus, fiill intent upon executing th s 
Jdng^s orders, entered the place with a body of armed men ; and ;s 
he was about to feize upon the treafure, there appeared a man on 
horfeback in mining armour who flew upon him with the utmolt 
fury and whofe horfe itruck him with his forefeet. There were Teen 
at the fame time two other young men, ftrong, beautiful, and gloii- 
pus ; who Handing by him, one on each fide, fcourged him feverely. 
Heliodorus fell down to the ground half dead : and all that pre- 
sumed to accompany him were {truck with fear and trembling. Ik- 
ing carried out in a litter almoft dead, he continued in this condi- 
tion till fome of his friends intreated Onias to call upon God to 
grant him his life ; who having offered a facrifice for the man's 
recovery, he was reftored to health. He thereupon went back to 
.Antioch, and made a faithful relation to the king of all that had 
befallen him ; adding that, if he had any enemy whom he dc- 
ilired to get rid of, he needed but fend him to rifle that facred place, 
and he would fee him come back in fuch a condition, as would con- 
vince him, that the Jewifh temple was under the protection of 
Tome divine and irrefiitible power (c;). Heaven did not long defer 
punifhing this king for his facrilegious attempt-, by that very hand 
which he had employed in it. Scleucus bad agreed with the Ro- 
mans to fend his own fon Demetrius, then ten years old, to remain 
n hoftage at Rome in the place of his brother Antiochus, who 
Should be allowed to return to Syria. During the abfencc of the 
two heirs to the crown, Heliodorus cut off Scleucus by poifon, and 
placed himfelf on the throne. Antiochus who was then at Athens 
on his return, obtained by great promifes the amltance of Eumenes, 
5dng of Pergamus, and of Attalus, that king's brother, who L\l 
Ciim into Syria with a powerful army, and driving out the ufurpcr, 
left him ii« quiet poUeifion of the kingdom. Antiochus took the 
of Kpiphime.'i, or The Jllullriou'j, though by the whole fe- 
yies of his life he better deferved that of Vile or Dcfpicabli*, 
which was given him long before his birth by tlve prophet Daniel [()}, 
and wlikh it- confirmed by Polybius and Philarehns, his cmenino 
rariev, quoted by Atheiueus. Livy and Diodorus Siculus fay, tlui 
in: would frequently ramble about the llreets of Antioch with two "i* 
three lewd companions, drink and caroufe with the dreg:, of t..c 
people, and intrude himfelf into the parties of the vilefl r:ib-'. 

and be their rhiyleader in wanton fvolicks, pnblick levvdiien^ < JIIU 

• a tl'.o'- 

(r) z Much, iii, 2^.—~ 39. (6) Dan. xi. si. 
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a thoufand ridiculous follies, without any regard to virtue, law, 
decency, or his royal character : above all other vices, he was addicted 
to drunkennefs x and luft, and moll profufe and extravagant in 
Squandering away his revenues ; on which fee Guy on Hift. des Emp. 
T. 7. p. ai8. Upon the death of Ptolemy Epiphanes in Egypt 
and his widow Cleopatra, a war was lighted up between the Syrians, 
and the two Ptolemies, the elder brother furnamed Philometor, and 
the younger Phyfcon, or Big-bellied, who reigned fometimes 
jointly, and fometimes the one, fometimes the other alone, as their 
parties prevailed ; though the latter iurvived, and was the moil 
profligate and barbarous tyrant that ever reigned in Egypt. 

Jofhua or Jefus, the wicked brother of Onias the good high- 
pneft, blinded by ambition, changed his name into that of Jalon, 
which he thought more conformable and pleafing to the Greeks, 
and repairing to Antiochus Epiphanes as loon as he was fettled 
on the throne, for the price of four hundred and forty talents of 
filver, procured from him the high-prielthood, and an order that 
Onias lhould not only be depofed, but fent to Antioch, and con- 
fined to dwell there. Jafon apoilatizing in many articles from the 
jewifli religion, gave Antiochus another fum of a hundred and 
rifty talents of filver for the liberty of creeling at Jerufalcm a 
gymnafium, or place of publick exercifes, fuch as were practifed 
in Greece, with an academy for training up of youth in the 
faftiion and manners of the heathens : and for the liberty of making 
fuch as he thought fit, free of the city of Antioch. By this baic 
he drew many into his apoftafy, whom commerce with the hea- 
thens, and vanity or interelt had already difpofed to prefer worldly 
advantages to thofe which are to come. Jafon had not enjoyed 
his ill-gotten dignity three years when another Jew brother of the 
treacherous Simon abovementioned (y) changed his name Onias 
into that of Menelaus, bought the high-pneilhood of Antiochus 
for three hundred talents more, and outdid Jafon in his apoltaly, 
endeavouring to engage the Jews to forfake their religion, and 
wholly to conform to that of the Heathens. He proem ed Onias, 
the true high-prieft, to be put to death at Antioch. Dreadful 
i'.gns in the heavens prognoiHcated the evils that were to befal 
the city of Jerufalcm (8). 'they were begun by the feditionj; 
railed by Jafon and Menelaus. Upon a falfe rcpojt ihat Antiochus 
was flain in the Egyptian war, Jafon came out of the land of the 
Ammonites, and at the head of a thoufand men poffe/fed hinifclf of 
the city and temple of Jerusalem. But he v. a-, obliged to retire 
upon the approach of Antiochus who led his a rny from Fgypt to 
Jerufalem, and in the fpace of three days kil? <•») in that cr.y four- 
score thoufand Jews, fold forty thoufand to neighbouring nations 
for /laves (q), and made as many more prifon-r*.. His fury did not 
not flop here. He can led the ti aitor Menclrnr. who had ivctn'n.'d 
ins good graces, to lead him into the moil holy reci'iT*^ of the 

V 4 temp!:'. 
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temple, and he laid his impious hands upon all that was mod fa. 
jcred. He feized the golden altar of incenfe, the golden table of 
the ihewbread, the golden candlellick, the cenfers, veflels, and 
other holy utenfils : and the crowns, golden fhields and other or- 
naments which had been dedicated to the temple, befides one thou- 
sand eight hundred talents of gold and filver, which he forcibly took 
put of the treafury. He took away the gold plating that covered the 
gates, the veil of the innermoft fanftuary, and all that was valu- 
able, whether for its metal or workmanlhip. After this, leaving 
Philip, a mofl brutifh Phrygian, govcrnour of Judaoa, and the im- 
pious Menelaus in pofleihon of the high-priefthood, he returned 
to Antioch in triumph, " thinking through pride, that he might 
now make the land navigable, and the fea payable on foot : 
* e fuch was the haughtinefs of his mind (10)." He thence fet out 
at the head of a numerous army on another expedition into Egypt, 
having nothing lefs in view than the entire conquettof that rich 
kingdom. He reduced the country as far as Memphis, and there 
received the fubmiflion of moll: of the other cities and provinces. 
Thence he marched towards Alexandria, but at Eleufina, a viU 
lage but four miles from that city, was met by Caius Popillius Lac- 
jias, Caius Decimius and Caius Hoftilius, three embafTadours fent 
\>y the Roman fenate, with an order that he fhould fufpend all 
froftilities, and put an end to the war ; which if he refufed to do, 
the Roman people would no longer look upon him as their friend 
and ally. Popillius delivered to him this decree at the head of hb 
mrmy, and when the king defired leave to advife with his council 
about an anfwer, the cmbafiadour drew a circle round him in the 
fand with the ftafY he held in his hand, and railing his voice faid : 
«' You Ihall not go out of this circle, till you either accept or re- 
« c jeft the propofal which is made you." Hereupon the kingan- 
ff wcred : " 1 will do what your republick requires of me (u)." 

Antiochus exceedingly mortified at this check, led back his army, 
but being refolved to vent his rage upon the Jews, in his re- 
turn detached Apollonius with twenty-two thoufand men, to plun- 
der Jernlalem. Apollonius came to that city diffcmbling his deiign 
pnder an outward fliew of a peaceable intention. But on the next 
•fabbath-day, when all things were in profound quiet, he com- 
manded his foldier: to go through the greets, and mailacro all per- 
sons they mould meet ; which they did without the lealt reiiilance 
frozn the Jews, who fuflcrcd themfelves to be butchered for fear of 
violating the fabbath. About ten thoufand pcrfons who cfcaped 
the flaughter, wore carried away captives : and fomc others lied. 
Apollomns then ordered the city to be plundered, and afterwards 
let on fire. 'Hie walls were demolimcd, the fervice of the icinplc 
quite abandoned, and the holy place every where polluted. '1^ 

temple itfelf \vas dedicated to Jupiter Olympius, and his ilatue was 
* erected 
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ercacd on the altar of burnt-offerings, which was foretold by Da- 
niel (n)- Sacrifices were begun to be offered to this abominable 
idol on the king's birthday, which was the twenty-fifth day of the 
month Cafleu, which anfwers to part of our November and Decem- 
ber (12). About the fame time the temple of the Samaritans on mount 
Garizim was dedicated to Jupiter Hofpitalis, or the Protedlor of {ban- 
kers » which implied that the Samaritans were not originally natives of 
that country, but a colony of Grangers fettled there. 7 ' he fe latter (trove 
to prevent the king's orders ; fo ready were they to offer facrifice to 
their abominable idol. Many alio among the Jews who profcfTed. 
the true religion, apoftatized under this perfecution : but others 
courageoufly fealed their fidelity to the law of God with their blood. 
Altars and ftatues were fet up in every town of Jud;ea, and groves 
were in every part confecrated to idolatrous myfteries : and the 
Jews were compelled under pain of death to offer facrifice to 
idols : fo that the whole land became a fcene of idolatry, de- 
baucheries, and the moft horrid butcheries. It was made im- 
mediate death to be caught obferving the fabbath, the rite of cir- 
cumcifxon, or any other part of the Mofaick law. Two women 
having been difcovered to have circumcised their children, were 
led, with their infants hung about their necks, through the flreets 
of Jerusalem, and at length thrown headlong from the walls. 
Great multitudes fled into the deferts, and hid themfelves among 
craggy rocks in holes and caverns. Philip the governour, being 
informed that a confidcrable number of Jews were affembled in 
caves to keep the fabbath, marched againft them with a fufficient 
force, and after having in vain offered them a general amnefty, 
if they would forfake their religion, catifed them all, men, wo- 
men and children to be burnt. The perfecutors committed to the 
flames the books of the law of God, and put to death every one 
with whom thofe books were found, and whoever obferved the law 
of the Lord. But many determined that they would not eat un- 
clean things, and chofe rather to die than to be defiled with for- 
bidden meats, or to break the holy law of God (13). 

Among the glorious martyrs who preferred torments and death to 
the leaft violation of the divine law, one of the moft eminent was 
Klcazar. He was one of the chief among the fcribes or expounders 
of the law, a man ninety years old, and notwith Handing his great 
age of a comely afpecl. His countenance breathing a mixture of 
majefty and fweetnefs, infpircd all who approached him with vene- 
ration for his perfon, and confidence in his virtue. The perfecu- 
tors flattered themfelves that they Ihould gain all the rcil, if they 
could fucceed in perverting this holy man, whole example held 
many others Head fall. Him therefore they brought u;>ou the 
butchering Hage, and as it was their defjgn not io much to tor- 
ment as to feduee him, they employed liiccc/Ji vcly tin eats and 
piomifes. Finding weapons too feeble againll fo flout a fol- 

dier, 
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dier, they had recourfe to a moft ridiculous ac"l of violence, opening 
his mouth by force that they might at leaft thruft into it fome i"winc , s 
flefti ; not conlidering that an action in which the heart has no 
fhare, can never be conftrued a criminal tranfgreflion of the law. 
But this free confent was what they could never extort from the 
martyr. To purchafe life by fuch an infidelity he juftly regarded 
as the bafeft infamy and crime: and out of a holy eagernefs ra- 
ther to fufFer the moft dreadful torments and death, he courageoufly 
walked of his own accord towards the place of execution. Certain 
Gentiles or apoftates who were his friends, being moved with a 
falfe and wicked pity, taking him afide, defired that flelh might 
be brought which it was lawful for him to eat, that the people 
might believe that he had eaten fwine's fiefh, and the king be fatif- 
fied by fuch a pretended obedience. But the holy old man rejected 
with horrour the impious fuggeftion, and anfwered, that by fuch a 
difTimulation the young men would be tempted to tranfgrefs the law, 
thinking that Eleazar, at the age of fourfcore and ten years, had 
gone over to the rites of the heathens : adding, that if he fhould 
be guilty of fuch a crime, he could not efcape the hand of the Ah 
mighty either alive or dead. Having fpoken thus, he was forth- 
with carried to execution: and they that led him were, by his 
Tefolute anfwer, exceedingly exafperated againft him. When he 
was ready to expire under the ftripes, he groaned, and laid: 
** G Lord, whofe holy light pierces the moft lecret recefles of our 
*' hearts, thou feeft the miferies I endure ; but my foul feelcth a 
* 6 real joy in fufFering thefe things for the fake of thy law, becaufe 
*' I fear thee." With thefe words the holy man gave up the 
ghoft, leaving by his death an example of noble courage, and 
a memorial of virtue to his whole nation. 

The glorious conflict of this venerable old man was followed by 
the martyrdom of feven brothers, who fuftered, one after another, 
the moft exquifite torments, with invincible courage and conftancy; 
whilft their heroick mother, diverted of all the wcaknei's of her 
fex, ftood by, encouraging and ftrengthening them, in the Hebrew 
tongue* and laft of all died hcrfelf with the fame cheerfulnefs and 
intrepidity. Their victory was the more glorious becaufe they 
triumphed over the king in perfon, who feems to have taken a 
journey to Jerufalcm on purpofe to endeavour, by the weight ol 
his authority, and by the moft barbarous inventions of cruelty, to 
overcome the inflexible conftancy of men who were proof again A all 
the aitifices and moft barbarous rack; of his minillers. Some mo- 
derns think they rather fuffered at Antioch than at Jerufalcm (1 }) 
But this latter city leems the theatre of this as well as of the other 
tranfa&ions related by the facrcd writer (15) By an order of An- 
ticchus, thefe feven brothers were apprehended with their mother, 
and tormented with whips and fcourges in order to compel them 

to eat fwinc's flcfti, acainll the divine law. The eldeil laid to tin' 

tyrant: 
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tyrant : " We are ready to die rather than to tranfgrefs the laws of 
<< God." The king being provoked at this refolute anfwer, com- 
manded the frying-pans and brazen cauldrons to be made hot: 
then the tongue of him that had fpoken thus to be cut out, and 
the (kin of his head to be drawn off, and afterward the extremities 
of his hands and feet to be chopped off, his mother and the reft 
of his brothers looking on. When he was maimed in all his parts, 
the tyrant commanded him, yet alive, to be brought to the fire, 
and to be fried in a pan. While he was fufFering therein a long 
tune, the other brothers and the mother exhorted one another to 
die manfully, becaufe God, who is glorified by the fidelity of his 
j"e vauts, takes pleafure in beholding them fuffcring for his truth. 
The liril having thus ended his painful life, the guards advanced 
with his fecond brother. The executioner having flayd off all the 
hair and fkin of his beard, face and head, inquired whether he 
would eat of the meats the king commanded, before they pro- 
ceeded any farther, and tormented him. Finding by his anfwer that 
he was in the fame noble refolution with his brother, they inflicted 
on him the fame torments. When he was at the lall gafp, he 
laid to the king, with a courage and ftrength which God alone can 
infpire in thole moments : " You indeed deftroy our mortal life ; 
<l hue the king of the world for whofe laws we fuffer, will raife us 
" up in the refurrection of eternal life." After him the third was 
mr.de a laughing-flock ; and when he was commanded, he quickly put 
forth his tongue, and courageoufly ft retched out his hands, faying 
with confidence : " Thefe have I received from heaven, and with 
" pleafure refign them, to bear teftimony to the laws of God : and 
" 1 truft that 1 fhall one day receive them again from the omnipo- 
tent hand of Him that gave them." The king and his courtiers 
flood amazed at his courage, not underftanding by what means re- 
ligion could infpire fuch an excefs of greatnefs of foul, by which 
:i tender youth defpifed in fuch an age the molt frightful torments. 
Hut the tyrant feeing his power fet at nought and foiled, grew 
more enraged than ever, and after this martyr was dead, without 
giving himfelf time to breathe, or to put any queilions to the 
fourth, he commanded him to be flayd, his hands and feet maimed, 
and his body at length thrown into the burning pan. But he look- 
ing upon the Icing laid: " Death is our advantage, who meet it 
" with an allured hope in God that lie will raiie us up again. 
" As for thee, thou wilt have no fhare in the rcfur recti on to 
" eternal life." No fooner had his brother finifhed his courfe, 
but the fifth was brought forth to be butchered after the like 
m;uiner, unlefs he chofe to accept of the conditions of efcape. Hut 
tin: executioners finding him refolute, they in flirted on him the 
l»ate torments with thole already mentioned. Being near his end, 
^ told the king, that he ought not to imagine God had entirely 
JfiHnken his people, and that he had rcafon to tremble lor himfelf, 
f'» lie mould very loon find himfelf and his family overtaken b^ 
t,l « divine veu? entice. When he was dead the fi;ah youth was 
pruemly brought forward, and be in <>• put into the hands of the 
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blood/ executioners on his refufal to comply with the king's or- 
ders, they immediately fell to work, cutting, flaming and burning 
him without being able to (hake his conftancy Addrefiing himfelf 
alfo to the. barbarous king in his Jatter moments, he faid : " ]) e . 
" ceive not thyfclf:. for though we fuffer thefe things becanfe 
4( we : have offended God, do not flatter thyfelf that thou wilt 
*« efcape unpuniihed, who haft attempted to fight againft God." 
The admirable mother, animated by a lively faith, faw her feven 
fons flain, one after another, by the moft barbarous torments, in 
the fpace of one day. Filled with a heavenly wifdom and more 
than heroick courage, fhe overcame the weaknefs of her fex, and 
giving nothing to nature, did not let drop one dangerous tear, 
which might have difcouraged her children ; all this time ihc 
thought of nothing but of fecuring their victory to which fhe ani- 
mated them by the ftrongeft and moft inflamed exhortations. She 
bravely encouraged every one of them in her own language. 
** I know not how you were formed in my womb," faid ilie to 
them : " you received not afoul or life from me : nor did I frame 
iC your limbs. It is God, the Creator of the world, who gave you 
4t all this : it is eafy to him to repair his own work, and he will 
" again reftore to you, in his mercy, that breath and life which 
" you now defpife for the fake of his laws." The tyrant all this 
while was intent only on the affront, which he thought put upon 
him by the courageous martyrs, who feemed to outbrave his power 
to which he defired to make every thing bend : and his mind was 
wholly taken up in carrying his impotent revenge to the utmoll 
extremities. But his rage was turned into defpair when he law 
himfelf already fo often vanquifhed, and that of thefe heroick 
brothers there now remained only one tender child alive. He 
earneftly defired at leaft to overcome him, and for this purpofe 
he had recourfe to that feigned compaflion which tyrants olten 
make fo dangerous a ufe of, and by a thoufand engaging carefles 
endeavoured to feduce him. He called himfelf his mafter, his 
king, and his father ; and promifed him upon his oath, if he would 
comply with his defire and turn to his religion, 1 he would make him 
rich, happy and powerful ; would treat him as his friend, and al- 
ways rank him among his principal favourites : in a word, that his 
obedience mould be recompenfed beyond his utmoft defires. The 
youth not being yet moved, the king addrefl'ed himfelf alfo to the 
mother wkh a feeming companion for her lofs, and in treated her 
to prevail upon her only furviving child, in pity to hcrfelf at lcalt, 
to fpare this fmall remnant of the family, and not to give her the 
affliction of having her whole offspring torn away from her at once. 
She joyfully undercook to give him counfel, but of a very difterent 
kind from that intended by the king. I'or bearing towards her fori, 
and leaning to his ear, fire faid in her own language : " My <kar 
** child, now my only one, have pity on me thy mother, who bore 
" thee nine months in my womb, and gave thee fuck three years, 
" and noutithed thee, and brought thee up unto this age. Afllul 

mo UQt by any bale infidelity and cowardice. Look up to the 
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<t heavens, behold the, earth, and the vail variety of creatures in 
a both, and confid.er, I conjure thee, my fop, that.. Cod. made 
I t< them all out of nothing, by his almighty power : This is the 
[ « God whom thou adoreft. Have him before thy eyes, and thou 
I « wilt not fear this bloody executioner. Shew thyfelf worthy of 
! « thy brothers, and receive death with' conft'ancy ; that I may have 
« the comfort to fee you all joined in martyrdom, and meet you 
« in the place of eternal mercy and repofe." T he young martyr 
had fcarce patience to hear his mother finim the ft' words, but de- 
firing ardently to complete his facrifice, and to follow his brothers, 
cried out to his executioners : \* For whom do you ..wait I 
a do not obey the command of the king, but 'the precept of the 
« divine law." Then addrefling ; 'himfelf to the king he faid: 
"You, who glory in the invention, of ' fo," much malice arid evil 
« againit the Hebrews, fhall not efcape the "hand of God, , Wp, 
<' fufFer thus for our firis, yet God will' be again reconciled^ 'to Bis 
« fervants. My brothers having now undergone a fhdrt'r palp,, are 
« under the covenant of eternal life, tike them 1 offe,r upfrny 
« life and my body for the holy laws of our fathers, begging" God 
« to be fpeedily merciful to our people. In me and'*m my .bro-J 

" thers the wrath of the Almighty, which has been juftly brought 
" upon our nation, fhall ceafe. 1 " The king hearing r him. fpealc to 
this purpofe, was no. longer mailer of himfelfj but tondemning 
himfelf for having Had this little fpark of patience, refolv'ed to 
wreak his vengeance on this tender child 'With- greater fcxeefs of 
cruelty than he had done on all his brocheris. This 1 all therefore 
flood the utmoftfhoek of the rage of the executioners, and exhausted 
both their, invention arid their ftrcngth. ' Berfeverine faithful to his 
lafl: breath he deferved to receive the moft glorious crown. 'The 
rnother Handing now alone amid ft the mangled limbs of- her, fey eh 
fons, triumphed with joy, and embraced their dead todies \^i'tju. 
greater tendernefs than me had ever embraced them living^ ' S he' 
iighed to arrive herfelf at the like crown of martyrdom, and^fayejd. 
that God would give her a fhare in the glory of her. fofrs, >A t& ror- 
vive whom one day would have been her grief. Antiochus always* the 
fame tyrant, afhamed to yield, and incapable of relenting or for- 
giving, gave orders that the) mother, mould likewife be ior'merrt£d, 
and put to death. She therefore was cut off lafl: of . all: \Thcfe' 
martyrs fuffercd in the year of the world 3837, of the bra' of the 
Seleucida; 145, before Chrift 1 64. : ' ' ',' 

Amiochus covered with confufion and fliame io.fee himfelf' van- 
quiflieci by a weak woman and her children," retired ; giving 4 every 
where the flridlell orders for the extirpation of the Jcwifh religion, 
flijt God turned his rage and vain projects to hjs own difgracc and 
ruin, and raifed his people again to a llourifhing condition. T his 
Was effected by the glorious achievements. chiefly of the fons of 
Mathathias, who when the temple was profaned, had left je~ 
rufalem and retired into the mountains near Mod in, his native 
place. Me W as an eminent priefl, of the family of Joarib, which 
was the full of the twenty- four claflcs appointed by David to officiate 
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in the temple (17). He was defcended from Aaron by his eldeft 
fon and . fucceflbur Eleazar, and was the fort of John, the fori of 
Simon, the fon of Afmpneus from whom the princes of this family, 
that afterwards reigned in J ud iea, were called Afmoneans. Matha! 
thias was then very old, and had with him his five fons, John 
furnamed Gaddis, Simon furnamed Thafi, judas called Macha- 
beus, Eleazar, and Jonathan. When the officers of king Antio* 
chus arrived at Mod in to compel all the Jews to forfake the true re- 
ligion, he went to the town; and to encourage others to remain 
fteadfaft, declared 'to thofe officers that he'would continue faithful 
to God, and imitating, the zeal of Phinees he flew an apoftate who 
was going to offer facrifice to an idol. After which he fled into the 
wildernefs, and was followed by others. Dying foon after, in the 
1 66th year before Chrift, he appointed Judas Machabeus gene- 
ral (18). /This valiant captain with fix thoufand men, defeated and 
flew Appliqriius, the governour of Samaria, and a great perfe- 
cutor of the Jews, who had marched againfl him with a numerous 
army. Serori, deputy- governour of Ccelefyria under Ptolemy Ma- 
cron the chief governour, advanced with a frefh body of iorces, 
but was. overthrown and killed. Philip the Phrygian, governour of 
Jerufalem, fent to Antioch for 'fuccour. Ahtidchus being abfent 
beyond the Euphrates, Lyfias whom he had left regent, difpatched 
forty thoufand foot to Ptolemy Macron, governour of Ccelefyria and 
Phoenicia, with Nicanor andGprgias, two experienced commanders. 
But, Judas difcomfited' Nicanor, burnt Gorgias^s camp, and when 
Timotheus, governour of . the country beyond the' Jordan, with 
Bacchides, , another famous general, came up, he" met and over- 
threw ehem .in a fet battle, killing twenty, thoufand "of their 



men. 



Upon this news Lyuas^'she regent, came in' perfon into Judcea with 
fjxty;thoiifarid.foot, ahjdL'^ve thbufahd horfeV juclas by the divine 
afn§anc,e 'gave him. an entire overtKrow, and' obliged "him to fly to 
Antipch; ( After the retreat.. of the enemy, juclas purified the tem- 
pi,?^' celebrated the; dedication during .eight days, and reftored the 
lacnfice^j^o' .t'he true God: '. This dedication (£) : \vas performed on 




* I ... 

(17) .1 Para!, xxiv. 6/ 7. (18) 1 MacliJ ii. z Mach. viii. 

(&-) The feaft of tins dedica- Jews alfo celebrated tlvHcall of 

turn was kept by the Jews ever the dedication under l:ni;» Solo- 

after, though. initituted only by hiuii, in the month Tilu, 
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corded in profane hiflory. He was no-.kfs eminent for: virtue and 
religion. He died in battle with great honour in . the 157th year 
before Chrift, having been general fix years, and executed the 
office of high-prieft three years, as Jofephus fays. Menelaus the 
apellate high-prieit, having been condemned to death by the youn 
king Antiochus IV. or Eupator, fan of Epjphanes, and fmothere„ 
in allies, Alcimus, an apoftate of the race of. Aaron, obtained of 
king Demetrius Soter (who by the murder of Antiochus Eupator, 
and his regent Lyfias, had ftept into the throne) the title of high- 
prieJfl, and fought againft Judas and his religion and country. Onias, 
ion of Onias J1I. to whom the high-priefthood belonged 1 , upon the 
ina-ufio:. of Alcimus retired to Alexandria, with leave of Ptolemy 
Philometor built a temple at HeliopoKs in Egypt for the Hellenifti- 
cal Jews in the year 169 before ChrifL Alcimus being ftruck with 
a pally, and carried off by a miferable death, Jonathan the wor- 
thy biother of Judas Machabeus, who after his death had been 
chofen general of the. people of God, was appointed lawful high- 
prieft in the 153d year before ChriuV and was fucceeded in both 
thofe dignities by his virtuous and valiant brother Simon-. The 
pollerity of this laft enjoyed the fame, and are • called the* A fm Ch- 
ilean princes. His fon and immediate fuccefTour John-Hireanus 
difcharged the functions of that double office with virtue, wifdom 
and valour ; and added to his dominions Idumxa, Samaria and 
Galilee. His fons Ariftobulus (during a fhort reign of one year) 
and Alexander Jannzeus, about 107 years before Chrift, aflumed the 
regal diadem and title, but degenerated from the virtue of their 
ancellors; and from their time pride, hypocrifv and luxury began to 
overrun the Jewifh Hate and nation, and to pave the way to the 
moft grievous of all crimes," the crucifixion of the Son of God, by 

which that ungrateful people completed the meafure of their ini- 
quities. 

The fervants of God equally triumphed, whether by 3 glorious 
death or by temporal victories in the caufe of virtue (r). Infinitely 

different 



(:) The name of Machahee 
was given to Judas by way of 
eminence, and from him it 
pafied to all thofe who took up 
amis, or who died for the Jew- 
J 'n religion in this pcrfecution, 
Specially thofeven brothers mar- 
tyrs, The etymology of this 
H'otd is more uncertain, as the 
"lame is no where extant in the 
original Hebrew or Syriack: 
nor w it known whether the 
fddle letter be n, D or p. 
m\c derive the word from the 
Uebnay HanO, Macahabch, bid; 



others from malckabah 9 a cavern : 
becaufe thefe holy men were' at 
fir It, lurk en in caverns. Many dei 
dace the name from the four ini- 
tial letters of thofe four words of 
the nth vrrfeofthe xvth of Exod; 

mm cznio rooa us, mi 

ca n. oca ba e lit:: Jehovah; "Who 

" is like to thee, O Lord, 
"among the gods ? " which 
Words ^ thefe heroes of religion 
are fa id to have embroidered on 
their ftandards and fliiekls See 
Rabbi Ifaac, Sixtus of Sienna, 
Genebrard & Grotius. L'aljuet de- 
rives 
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different was . the miferable conflict which the perfecutor fuftained 
with himfelf in the terrible agonies of his unhappy death. An- 
tiochus being much diftreffed for money, his treafury being always 
drained by his perpetual follies and extravagant expenccs, he 
marched with fifty thoufand men beyond the Euphrates in queft of 
fpoils. But attempting to plunder a rich temple in Perfepolis, 
and afterwards another at ElymaisfioJ, he was in both places re. 
pulfed by the inhabitants. Wherefore he fled with great grief and 
fhame towards Babylonia, and met on the road about Ecbatana an 
exprefs with news that Judas had defeated Lyfias, taken his for- 
trefles in Judaea, and extirminated the idol which he had fet up. 
Swelling with anger, he faid he would march ftrait to Jerufaleui, 
and make it a fepulchre of the Jews. In this fit of rage he com. 
manded h.is chariot to be driven with the utmoft fpeed, and without 
flopping. He had no fooner done fpeaking than God itruck him 
with an incurable difeafe, and a dreadful pain in his bowels 
came upon him, and bitter torments of the inner parts. Still 
breathing revenge in his rage againfl the Jews, and travelling in great 
hade, he fell from his chariot, and his body was grievoufly bruifed. 
Then he, who feemed to himfelf to command the waves of the 
fea> and to be raifed above the condition of man, being caft down 
to the ground was carried in a litter : worms fvvarmed out of his 
body, arid his flefh fell off. And the man, who a little before 
thought he could reach to the ftars, no man could endure to carry, 
by reafon of the intolerable flench of his body which was noifome 
to the whole army. And when he was not able to bear the fmell of 
his own -flefh, and great grief came upon him, he called for all his 
friends, and faid to them : Sleep is gone from my eyes, and I am fallen 
a*uay 9 and my heart is cajl doiun through anxiety. And I faid in my 
heart ; Into what tribulation am 1 come, and itito what floods of for- 
row, wherein I ?io*v am ? 1 who nvas plea/ant, and beloved in my 
power. . Bui now I remember the evils that I did in Jerufalesn. ... 7 know 
that for this caufe thefe e*>ils ha<ve found me: and, behold I ptrifb with 
great grief in a ft range land (zo). He promifcd to make Jerufaleui 

a free '5 

ix. z. {zo) i Mach. vi. j 



M 



. (19) 1 Mach. vi.. 2. and z Mach. 
10—13. 



rives it from the words Mahke 
bajah 9 ■ " Striking or conquer- 
** ing in the Lord. 11 The faints 
in the Old Law were faved by 
the fame faith which we more 
explicitly confefs : they believed 
in Chriil to come ; we believe 
in him already come. The 
words are changed, Our Re- 
deemer will come, and, He is 
come, as St. Auilin frequently 
obfcrvcD ; but the ubjeel of this 



faith is the lame. Nor could 5 ;! 
any man ever be faved but by jj 
fuperriatural faith in this Rc-*j 
deemcr. Many faints of the Old \ 
Law were commemorated in thc.< 
Roman martvrology : churches'-; 
in fame places, particularly tf* 
Venice, are dedicated to CjOuJ 
in their honour. The lives of- 
the faints in the Old Teiiameiit 
are elegantly compiled »»\ 
French. 
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a free city, and to favour it with the molt honourable privileges, 
equal to thdfe which the commonwealth of Athens enjoyed ; to 
sdorn the temple with great gifts, increafe the holy veftels, and 
allow out of his revenues the charges belonging to the facrifices : 
alfo that he would become a Jew, and go through every place of 
the earth, and declare the power of God. But his repentance was 
only founded on temporal motives. Wherefore the Holy Ghoft 
fays of him : This wicked man frayed to the Lord, of whom be iva$ 
r -t like to obtain mercy (21). He died 160 years before the Chriftian 
sra. (See z Mach. v. vi. vii. Jdfeph. 1. dc Imperio Rationis. Guyon, 
T. 7. Univ. Hilt. T. 10. p. 275. Calmet on the Machabees F* 
Bcrruyer Hift. du Peup. de Dieu. T. 7. which volume is elegantly 
W rit, and free from the faults which have drawn a reproach on the 
other parts of this work). 

SS. Faith, Hope and Charity, VV. MM. Thefe three holy 
fillers fuffered many torments and a cruel death for the faith at 
Rome, in the reign of Adrian. St. Sophia, their mother, gave 
them thefe names out of devotion, and her love of the theo- 
logical virtues. She trained them up in moft perfect fentiments 
of religion and piety, rejoiced exceedingly to fee them honoured with 
the crown of martydom, and exhorted them in their confli cl. She 
ferved God in holy widowhood, and died in peace. She is com-' 
memorated on the 30th of September. The names of thefe faints 
have been always famous both in the Eaftern and Wellern churches. 

St. Ethelwold bilhop of Winchefter C. This faint was nobly 
born, and a native of Winchefter. Being moved in his youth 
with an ardent defire totally to devote himfelf to the divine fer- 
vice, he for fome time made it his moft earned requelt to the 
Father of lights, that he might find an experienced guide in thd 
paths of falvation. He met with this director in the great St. 
Dunftan, then abbot of Glaftenbury, to whom he addrened him- 
ielf, and received from his hands the monaftick habit. Know- 
ing that heavenly wifdom is an inefiimable treafure, to purchafe 
which we mult fell all things and exert our whole ilrcngth, he 
bid adieu to all other thoughts and purfuits, and never ceafed to 
ligli, to pray, to weep, and to labour, with all the ardour of his 
H that he might be fo happy as to obtain fo great a good, 
to which God himfelf vouch fates, in his mercy, to invite us. The 
larncilnefs, with which he fought daily to improve his foul in per- 
m virtue, was the fureft mark how much the* Holy Ghoft already 
signed in his heart. At the lame time his vmhI for knowledge 
maclc lum embrace every branch of the faciei! faiences with lb 
iiiuch the greater ardour as thefe lhidies were become his eftential 
W)'. St. Dunftan after fome time, made him dean of his monks. 
1 W, king Edred (a) rebuilt and richly endowed the abbey 
« Abmgdon in Bcrldhirc, which had formerly been founded 
y king Cilia, in 675, and augmented by Ina. Eihelwold was 

V0LlI1 « Z appointed 

(21 ) 2 Mach. ix. 13. 

King Kdred meafured with abbey, and p;nve a great treat of 
j( lS °J Vh . !iaml lnc g rn "nd for the hydromel to his nobU-s and others 
''tuition and- Jite ol this noble in the lame place on t hat oocj.ii.ji>. 
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appointed abbot of this great monaftery, which he rendered a per- 
fe€t model of regular difcipline, and a nurfery of other like ella. 
blilhroents. He procured from Corbie a mafler of church m\i- 
fick, and fent Ofgar to Fleury, a monaftery which at that time 
furpafTed all others in the reputation of ftricl obfervance of the 
mod perfect monaftick difcipline. The fury of the Danes had 
made fuch havock of religious houfes, that no monks were then 
left in all England except in the two monafteries of Glaftenbury 
and Abingdon, as the hiitorian of this latter place, publifhed by 
Whaiton, teftifies : and the education of youth, and every other 
fuppoi t of learning and virtue was almoft banifhed by the ravages 
of thofe barbarians. Thefe deplorable circumftances awaked the 
zeal of the virtuous, efpecially of St. Dunftan, St. Ethelwold, 
and St. Ofwald. Thefe three alfb fet themfelves with great in- 
dullry to rellore learning (i). 

St. Ethelwold was confecrated bifhop of Winchefter by St. Dun* 
ft an. The diforders and ignorance which reigned among fome 
of the clergy of England occafioned by of the Danilh devafta- 
tions, produced a fcandalous violation of fome of the canons. 
Ethelwold found thefe evils obftinate and paft recovery among the 
diforderly fecular canons of the cathedral of Wincheiter. Where.; 
fore he expelled them, allotting to each of them a part of their 
prebends for their annual fubfiftence, and placing monks, from- 
Abingdon, in their room, with whom he kept choir as their bifhop; 
and abbot (a). Three of the former canons took the mona(lics| 

habit*; 



(i) See Elfrich, 
Grammat. Saxon. 



a learned difciple of Ethelwold, Prsf. 



i a; 



(a) Bifnop Burnet leads his 
readers into a grofs miftake when 
he reprefents molt of our cathe- 
dral churches to have been con- 
verted into priories of monks by 
St. Dunftan, St. Ethelwold and 
St. Ofwald, under the authority 
of king Edgar. Thefe three 
zealous bifliops reftored many 
monafteries as a means to efta- 
blifh the lludies of literature and 
religion, which the depredations 
of the northern barbarians had 
exceedingly impaired : and at that 
time our univerlities are no where 
mentioned, and in whatever ftate 
fome may prcfuntc one or both 
of them then to have been, their 
fehools muft certainly have been 
at too low an ebb fulliciently to 
an liver thefe purpofes. As to 
our cathedral churches, the 

giuonks were only introduced into 



two in the reign of king Ed»j 
gar, namely thofe of Winchcftei 
and Worceftcr, as Mr. Harmerj 
that is, Henry Wharton, takei 
notice, in his Specimen of Errorl 
and Defetfs in Burnet's Htflory qj 
the Reformation, p. tz. The Nori 

mans after the conqueft, notonljfj 
advanced their own new nobilitj 
in every part of the kingdorrtj 
and committed to them thcitronj 
holds and caftles, but alfowhcr* 
evur it was poflible, brougluil 
their own churchmen, fufpcftfaj 
the affedions of the old linghf 
before their govenmcnt had Uj 
ken root among them. U«dr 
thefe firfl; Norman kings wci 
moll of the cathedral prior" 
erected in England. The m 
flioprick of Ely was, in its oil; 



gitial foundation, fixed in [»' 

great Monaitery, by pope lai 
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habit, and continued to ferve God in that church. The year fol- 
lowing St. Ethelwold expelled the feculars out of the new monaftery 
of Winchefter, and placed there monks with an abbot. He re- 
paired the nunnery dedicated to the Virgin Mary in the fame city, 
and bcuoht of the king the lands and ruins of the great nunnery 
of St. Audry in the ifle of Ely, which had been burnt by the Danes 
a hundred years before; and he creeled on the fame ipot a fumptu- 
ous abbey of monks, which king lidgar exceedingly enriched, as is 
related by Thomas of Ely. He likewife purchafed the ruins of 
Thorn ey abbey in Cambridgeshire, which he reflored in like man- 
ner a i -out the year 970. He afliHed and directed Adulph to buy 
the ruins of Peterborough abbey, a,.d rebuilt the fame in a molt 
iiunpiuous manner- The foundation of this houfe was laid by 
Pcada, the fir ft Chriftian king of the Mercians in 646; but it was 
finiflied by that king's brothers V/ulphere and Ethelred, and their 
devout virgin fitters Kineburg and Kinewith, who were there in- 
terred. This abbey, after having flourifhed two hundred years in 
great reputation for piety, was deftroyed by the Dar\cs in S70. 
Adulph, chancellor to king Edgar, having buried his only fon, 
who died in his infancy in 960, gave his whole eftate to this 
houfe (/;), took the monaftick habit in it, and was chofea the fir ft 

abbot 



chal II. in the reign of Henry I. 
in 1 108, that is, a hundred and 
forty years after king Edgar. 
Monks were placed in the 
cathedral of Canterbury in the 
beginning of the eleventh 

century, and in the courfe of 
the fame, were introduced into 
fomc other cathedrals. Ac the 
difllJutinn of monafteries, nine 
cathedrals were nionallerics of 
lici.criifiinc monks, namely Can- 
tcihiiiv, Winchefter, Durham, 
Wniccilcr, Roehedei, Kl/, Nor- 
wich, U.,th and Coventiv - a and 
that ol CarliJlc was n priniy of 
fibular canons. Fuller and 
Wharton take notice that monks 
Were never fell led in half the ca- 
thedrals of Kngland. See liar- 
ii'<v Inc. cit. and Or. linnv'n- 
\V'il!i:. , :i Llilloiy of Cathodwd 
liit'iies. 

'/■) This abb y \v;>:; ch dhafed 
'0S1. IVler, and hi-in"' rncuni- 
Mivd with a wall, like a city, 
>/ ahlioi Kenulphs it was called 
IVtaboroii'vli, fays Malmllmry. 

ItttHe diflblution of nionallerics, 



king Henry VJII. dealt more fa- 
vourably with this than with any 
other, out of regard to his virtu- 
ous queen Catharine, who lies 
buried in this church, with no 
other infeription than that of Ka- 
tb,-*ina R. 11: i 1 1 to be fecn. Not- 
withftandino; his divorce, he could 

not 1'mother his cfteem for her 
finccre piety, and for her fake 
fpired tins {lately building, con- 
voting the monaftery into a 
biihoprick ; and the church is 
one of the finelt cathedrals in 
Kn^land, though it fuftered ex- 
ceedingly from the f orces of Oli- 
ver Cionivvell in i^/)3 Mary 
<1U' en of Scots was buried in the 
f une church : but her body was 
afterward removed to Wellmin- 
lier abbey, by her fon fames f. 
who caufed a monument to be 
then.' erected to her memory, 
though, alter tin: moll diligent 
fcarcli, no account of thi:. re- 
moval can be found in the ar- 
chives of this church, as Mr, 
V/idinorc allures us. 



37° 



St. STEPHEN, P. M. Au<* , 

abbot. St. Ethel wold, who laboured fo ftrenuoufly to p r op a . 
gate the divine honour, and the fanclification of others, was al- 
ways folicitous and zealous, in the fir ft place, to adorn his own foul 
with all virtues, and to make himfelf in all things a.facrifice agree- 
able to God. For it is only the humility and chancy of the heart 
that give a value to cxteriour aclions ; without thefe, to wive 0ur 
goods to the poor, and our bodies to the flames, would not avail Uv . 
Fne fervour of devotion and compunction mull be always nourith:d 
and increafed in the bread, or it grows flack, as an arrow (hot from 
a bow lofes by degrees its force, and at length fails to the "round 
In our faint the ferae nt cxercife of interiour devotion, and the prac- 
tice of exteriour actions of virtue mutually fupported and rave 
ftrength to each other. He refted from his labours on the firrt of 
Augult, 984, and was buried in the cathedral of Winchefter, on the 
fouth fide of the high altar. Authentic^ proofs of miracles wrought 
through his interceifion having been made, his body wa? taken up, 
and folemnly depofited under the altar by St. Elphege, his imme- 
diate fucceffour, afterwards archbimop of Canterbury, and martyr — 
See his life written by Wolilan, his difciple, in Mabillon/Acl. lien. 
Ssec. 5. See alfo the hiftories of Glaitenbury, Ely, and Abingdon 
monafteries. 
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St. STEPHEN, Pope and Martyr. 



See the Pontificals^ and the works of St, Cyprian^ &~c. 

?nonty 5T. li. . OrfiT. 3. B. 7. 



A. D. 257. 

ST. STI5PHKN was by birth a Roman, and being pro- 
moted to holy orders, was made aiehdeacon of thai chuich 
under the holy popes and martyrs St. Cornelius and St. Lucim* 
The latter going to martyrdom recommended him to his c kts 1 '/ 
for his fucceiloui". Me was accordingly chofen pope on £ ' L ' 
third of May, 253, and fat four years, two months ami 
twenty one clays. Soon after his election he was called to 
put a Hop to the havoc k which ceitain wolves, tinder the 1 1 :ii n-" 
and habit of pallors, threatened to make in the churches of (' ltl ' 

and Spain. Marcian bifliop of Aries (in which fee lie Kuus 

la 
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to have fucceeded St. Trophimus) embraced the errour of 
Novatian, and upon the inhuman maxim of that murderer of 
fouls refufed the communion, that is, abfolution, to manv 
penitents even in the article of death. Fauftinus, bifhop of 
Lions, and other Gaulifh prelates fent informations and com- 
plaints againft him to St. Stephen and St. Cyprian : to the 
firft, on account of the fuperiour authority and jurilHiflion of 
his fee ; to the other, on account of th^ great reputation of 
his fanctity, eloquence and remarkable zeal againft the No- 
vatians. St- Cyprian having no jurifdi&ion over Aries, could 
do no more than join the Gaulifli catholicks in ftirring up the 
zeal of St. Stephen to exert his authority, and not fuffer an 
obftinate heretick to difturb the peace of thofe churches to 
the deflruclion of fouls. This he did by a letter to St. Stephen, 
in which he fays(i) : cc It is neceffary that you difpatch a<\ay 
u ample letters to our fellow-bifhops in Gaul, that they no 
" longer fuffer the obftinate Marcian to infult our college. . . 
" Write to that province, and to the people of Aries, that 
" Marcian being excommunicated, a fucceflbur may be pro- 
" vided for his feo . . . Acquaint us, if you plcafe, who is 
" made bifhop of Aries in the room of Marcian, that we 
u may know to whom we are to fend letters of communion, 
" and to direct our brethren." Though the letters of St. Ste- 
phen on this head have not reached us, we cannot doubt 
but by his order every thing here mentioned was carried into 
execution : for in the ancient lift of the bifhops of Aries pub- 
lifhed by Mabillon the name of Marcian does not occur. 
An affair of no lefs confequence happened in Spain. Bafilide?, 
bifhop of Merida, and Martialis, bifhop of Leon and Aftor- 
ca, had fallen into the crime of the Libellatici, that is, to 
fave their lives in the perfecution had purchafed for money li- 
bels of fafcty from the perfecutors as if they had faciilked to 
idols. Lor this and other notorious crimes Martialis was dc- 
pofed in a fynod, and Bafilides was fo intimidated that lie vu- 
lutarily refigned his fee. Sabinus was placed in that of Ba- 
Midcs, and Felix in that of Martialis. Bafilides foon after 
repented of what he had done, went to Rome, and impofing 
upon St. Stephen, was admitted by him to communion as a 
colleguc in the epifcopal order j which was the more cafy as 
no ientence of depolition had pafled in his cafe. Returning 
l »to Spain with letters of the pope in his favour, he was re- 
vived in the fame rank by fome of the bifhops : and Mar- 
tiiilis, encouraged by his example, prefumed to claim the fame 

'/< 3 pi ivilege, 



(i) S. Cypr. cp. 67 Pam—6H fVllo - 
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privilege. The SpaqUh bifhops confulted St. Cyprian what 
they ought to do with regard to the two delinquents, and that 
learned prelate anfwered ; that perfons notorioufly guilty 0 f 
fuch crimes were by the canons utterly difqualified for prcfiding 
in the church of Chrift, and offering facri flees to God; that 
the election and ordination of their two fucceflburs hav- 
ing been regular and valid, they could not be refcinded or 
made null j and laftly, that the pope's letters were obreptitious, 
and obtained by fraud and a fuppreffion of the truth, confe- 
quently were null. " Bafilides," fays he, " going to Rome, 
" there impofed upon our collegue Stephen, living at a dif- 
tance, and ignorant of the truth that was concealed from 
cc him. All this only tends to accumulate the crimes of 
" Bafilides, rather than to abolifh the remembrance of them ; 
" fince to his former account hereby is added the guilt of en- 
" deavouring to circumvent the pallors* of the church (a)" 
He lays the blame not on him who had been impofed upon, 
but Bafilides " who fraudulently gained accefs to him." Wc J 
know no more of this affair j but cannot doubt that the pope ] 
(whofe jurifdi&ion none of the parties difclaimed) was better j 
informed, and the proceedings of the Spanifh bifhops con- , 

firmed. m , 

The controverfy concerning the rebaptization of hereticks ■ 

gave St. Stephen much more trouble. It was the conftant 
doctrine of the catholick church that baptifm given in the evan- 
gelical words, that is, in the name of the three perfons of the holy 
Trinity, is valid, though it be conferred by an heretick. This 
was the pra&ice even of the African church till Agrippinus, 
bifhop of Carthage, in the clofe of the fecond century, 
changed it, fifty years before St. Cyprian, as St. Auftin and 
Vincent of Lerins teftify : and St. Cyprian hirofcU only ap- 
peals to a council held by Agrippinus for the origin of his pre 
tended tradition (3). St. Cyprian, in three African councils, 
decreed, according to this principle, that baptifm given by an 
heretick is always null and invalid, which decifion he founds 
in this falfc principle, that no one can receive the Holy Gholt 
by the hands of one who does not himfelf poflefs him in W 
foul. Which falfc reafoning would equally prove that no one 
in mortal fin can validly adminiftcr any facramcnt. But C hnlt 
Is the principal, though invifible, miniiter, in the admimllia- 
uon of the facraments ; and though both faith and the Hate ot 

'-.race be required in him who confers any facramcnt, not to 
*=• 1 incur 



(2) S, Cypr. ep. 68. Pain. 67 Fello. (3) S. Cypr. cp. 73. ' 
jubaian. n. 3. 
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incur the guilt of facrilege ; yet neither is required for the va- 
lidity. St. Cyprian fums up all the arguments which he 
thought might ferve his purpofe in his letter to Jubaianus, 
written in 256. Many bifcops of Cilicia, Cappadocia and 
Phry°-ia, having at their head Firmilian, the learned bifhop 
of Csefarea, and Helenus of Tarfus, fell in with the Africans, 
and maintained the fame errour. All the partifans of this 
practice falfely imagined it to l?e a point, not of faith which 
is every where invariable, but of mere difcipline, in which 
every church might be allowed to follow its own rule or law (a). 
St. Cyprian and Firmilian carried on the difpute with too great 
warmth, the latter efpecially, who fpoke of St. Stephen in 
an unbecoming manner. If fuch great and holy men could 
be betrayed into anger, and biafled by prepofleilion, how much 
ought welinners to watch over our hearts againfl paflion, and 
miftrufr. our own judgment! The refpecTb which is due to 
their name and virtue obliges us to draw a veil over this fault, 
as St, Auftin often puts us in mind, who fpeaking of Firmilian 
fays : cc 1 will not touch upon what he let fall in his anger 
" againfl: Stephen The pope, who faw the danger 
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(a) Some moderns have made 
the numbers of thofe who were 
engaged in this errour with St. 
Cyprian much greater than the 
truth. It is falfe that the Afiaticks 
generally favoured it, which can 
only be true of fome hi (hops of 
Cappadocia, and certain neigh 
bouring countries. Thofe arc 
giofly miftaken who reckoned 

Dionyfiusof Alexandria with the 
Egyptian bilhops among the 
abettors of this errour. Had he 
been on St. Cyprian's fide, he 
could never have been a media- 
tor between the two parties. Sc. 
Aullin knew their number when 
he faid : " Are we to believe 
fifty Orientals, and feventy 
" or a lew mere Africans, 
" againfl: fo many thousands ? " 
See Petitdidier in his Remarks 

mn Do Pin's Bibliotheciue. 
ivllem inS. Cypr. §.44. 

y>) tvjuv in Stephanum trritattts 

f ftdit t mriiftart no/a. S. Aug. 



1. 5. de Bapt. c. 25". p. 158. It 
is necelTary here to make two 
remarks, That none of ihofe 
that maintained what they called 
a point of difcipline againft St. 
Stephen, ever called in queftion 
the fupremacy of the apoitolick 
fee of Rome, which Sc. Cyprian 
ftrongly aflerts in many places of 
his works : and Firmilian, who 
in the heat of the con tell, was 
inclined to blame St. Stephen's 
words, calls it bo ailing that he 
fhould maintain the preeminence 
of his fee, yet does not deny it, 
which in the temper in which he 
writ he would molt certainly 
have done, if he cuuld have, 
found the lead- colour for it. 
" Stephen boaHs," fays he, 
" of the rank and eminence of 
" his fee, and alleges his fuc- 
" ccllion to the chair of Peter, 
*' upon whom the foundation* 
*' of the chinch were laid." 
(Firmil. ep. ad Cypr. inter Cy- 

prianicas 
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which threatened the church under the colour of zeal for its 
purity and unity, and an averfion from herefy, oppofed him- 
felf as a rampart for the houfe of God, declaring that no 
innovation is to be allowed, but that the tradition of the 
church, derived from the apoftles, is to be inviolably main- 
tained. He even threatened to cut off the patrons of the 
novelty from the communion of the church. But St. Diony- 
fius of Alexandria interceded by letters, and procured a refpite, 
as Eufebius mentions (4). St. Stephen fuffered himfelf patiently 
to be traduced as a favourer of herefy, and what not, being- 
infenfible to all perfonal injuries, not doubting but thofe great 
men, who by a miftaken zeal were led aftray, would, when 
the heat of difputing fhould have fubfided, calmly open their 
eyes to the truth. Thus by his zeal he preferved the integrity 
ot faith, and by his toleration and forbearance faved many 
fouls from the danger of fhipwreck. " Stephen," fays St. 
Auftin (5), u thought of excommunicating them;. ..but being 
ct endued with the bowels of holy charity, he judged it bet- 
" ter to abide in union. .The peace of Chrift overcame in 
<c their hearts (c)" Of this conteft the judicious Vincent 
of Leans (6) gives the following account : " When all cried 
<c out againft the novelty, and the priefts every where oppofed 

• « it 



(4) Hill. 1. 7. c. 5. 
c. g. 

prianicas 79.) A fecond remark 
is, that the pope never pro- 
ceeded to pronounce any ex- 
communication or other fentencc 
gainib thefe biihops, or they 
would never have Hood out 
againft a cenfurc in which the 
whole church acquiefced. Nay 
St. Auftin was willing to perfuade 
himfelf that they afterwards 
laid afiiic their prejudices, and 
embraced the truth. lie often 
repeats that their eminent la- 
bours and charity atoned for this 
fault. Writing of St. Cyprian, 
he fays : " Mis charity covered 
that fpot in the white tiefs of 
his holy foul." (1. 1. de bapt. 
19.). And again : " That 
fault was compenfated by the 

abundance of his charity, and 



(5) 1* 5 Bapt. c. 21 . 



(6) Common, 
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<c was purged by the axe of his 
*« parTion." ib. c. 18. 

[c) Nothing can be more un- 
juft than with fome Protefhnts 
to tax this good pope with pride, 
haughtinefs and obftinacy on 
this occafion, in which his meek- 
nefs charity and zeal excited the 
admiration of the moll illultri- 
ous fathers of the church. 

It is a no lefs notorious flan- 
der of Blondel, Launoy, Du Pin 
and Bafnage, that St. Stephen 
fell into the oppofitc crrour to 
that which he condemned, ami 
maintained that any baptifm con- 
ferred by hereticks is valid, even 
though adminiilred by thofe who 
corrupted the farm, and intiiely 
omited the invocation of the 

a W 

three perfous of the holy 1 j mity . 
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a it in proportion to every one's zeal, then pope Stephen of 
« blcffed memory^ biftiop of the apoftolick fee 3 flood up, with 

his 



But Eufebius (1. 7. c. 3.) St. An- 
fiin in many places (as 1. 5. de 
bapt. c. 23.— 1. 3- c0ntr ; Crefcon. 
c. 7,, Sec) St. Jerom (Dial, contr. 
Lucif.) Vincent of I erins (c. 9.) 
Faciindus Herxnian. (1- 10. c. 3.) 
&c. unanimoufly aver that Ste- 
phen maintained the apoitolical 
tradition, and the doctrine of 
the church, which was after- 
wards foteiTinly defined and ca- 
nonized by the great councils of 
Aries and Nice. It is objected, 
firit, That the bifhop Jubaianus, 
an advocate with St. Cyprian for 
the rebaptization of hereticks, 
found a letter in which the bap- 
tifra of the Marcionites was al- 
lowed valid, which the council 
of Conftantinople rejected, be- 
cauic in it the eflential form 
was corrupted. But thofe here- 
ticks might have ufed at firfr. a 
valid form, as they often changed 
both their difcipline and their 
doctrine. Neither does it appear 
probable that this letter could 
have been anonymous, had it 
been written by St. Stephen. It 
h urged, fecondly, by Du Pin, 
iVc. that St. Cyprian (ep. 73 and 
7»|.) underftood St. Stephen's de- 
cree of the baptifinof all manner 
of hereticks, " From whatever 
" hcrefy they came.'" But no 
juan'b opinion can be learned 
hom an adverfary, who often 
imputes to him confcqucnccs 
which he condemns. St. Ste- 
phen's decree contained only this 
iliort determination : 44 Let no- 
thing he changed, but let the 
ancient tradition be maintain- 
ed," as Vincent of Lcrins 
pvm it. Nor can he be undcr- 
foud of thofe herciies which do 
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not obferve the eflential form: 
for Firmilian himfelf fufliciently 
clears this difficulty by faying 
that Stephen admitted the bap- 
tifm of hereticks " in which the 
" Trinity of names of the Fa- 
" ther, Son and Holy Ghoit 
'* was invoked" (ep. 7;. n. 7.5. 
He fubjoins the following ex- 
ample. He fays that twenty 
years before this a certain wo- 
man ftarted up in Africa, who, 
in fits of enthufiafm, pretended 
to the gift of prophecy, and 
was fo far under the power of 
the devil that fhe deceived the 
brethren for a great while, per- 
formed many ftrange and won- 
derful feats, and at laft under- 
took to bring on an earthquake. 
For the devil being a fubtle and 
cunning fpirit, fays Firmilian, 
he may fometimes forefee that 
there will be an earthquake, 
and then pretend that he will 
bring it about. He alfo made 
this woman go barefoot over 
frozen fnow, in a very cold 
winter, without receiving any 
harm. But one of our exorcilis, 
fays this author, a man of an 
approved character, by the im- 
portunity of feveral of the bre- 
thren, infpircd with the grace of 
God, withftood the wicked fpi- 
rit, and proved him to be what 
he was. This woman had pre- 
fumcd to celebrate the cucharilt, 
and thus to offer facrifice to the 
Lord in the ufual myiLerious rite: 
flic likewife baptized feveral per- 
fons, tiling the known and pro- 
per interrogatories. 0 Will Ste- 
" phen approve this bap tifm," 
fays Firmilian, *' becaule there 

" was no defect as to the article 

41 of 



376. 



46 
CC 

66 
fit 

(EC 

cc 

Ci 



St. STEPHEN, P.M. Aug. 2 ; 

his other collegues, againft it, but he in a fignal manner 
above the reft, thinking it fitting, I believe, that he fhould 
go beyond them as much by the ardour of his faith as he 
was raifed above them by the authority of his fee. — In his 
letter to the church of Africa he thus decrees : Let no inno- 
vation be introduced, but let that he obferned which is handed 
doivn to us by tradition. The prudent and holy man under- 
flood that the rule of piety admits nothing new, but that 
all things are to be delivered down to our pofterity with the 
fame fidelity with which they were received ; and that it is 
our duty to follow religion, and not make religion follow 
us-, for the proper ch a racier ifiick of a modeft and fober 
« c Chriftian is, not to impofe his own conceits upon pofte- 
ritv, but to make his own imaginations bend to the wif- 
dom of thofe that went before . him. What then was the 
iiTue of this grand affair, but that which is ufual ? antiquity 
kept poffefiion, and novelty was exploded. 
St. Stephen died on the id of Auguft, 257, and was buried 
in the cemetery of Calixtus* He is flylud a martyr in the 
Sacramentary of St. Gregory the Great,^ and in the ancient 
martyrologies which bear the name of St. Jerom. The per- 
fection of Valerian was raifed in the year 257, and in it St. 
Stephen could not fail to be fought out as the principal vi&im. 
The a£ts of his marryrdem deferve fome icgard, as Tille- 
mont obferves. They are eflecmed genuine by Baronius and 
Berti (7). This latter (hews the exceptions made to their au- 
thority by Bafnage, to be altogether founded in nnftakes. 
Thefe acls relate that the faint was beheaded by the purfuivants 
whilft he was fitting in his pontifical chair, which was buried 
with his body, and is {till fhewn as framed with his blood. The 
relicks were tranflated to Pifa in 1682, and are there venerated 
in the great church which bears hi* name. But his head is 
kept with ^rcat refpett at Cologn. Not only bifhops, but all 

fuperiours, 3 arc Chrifl's vicegerents, and are bound to be 
r niiriuiui 



(7) Laur. Berti, Dill*. 

of the Trinity ? Sjmbolum Tri- 
nitatis. Can the patrons of 
heretical baptifms proceed fo 
far as to allirm, that the devil 
himfelf may confer the grace 
of baptifm in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghotl ? "—To 
this St. Stephen would have an- 
fwered, that the woman could 
not validly con far baptifm, if 



< t 

41 
<U 
<< 
<< 
4€ 

* ( 



Hill. T. 2. p. 170. 
by the influence of the devil or 
or otherwife Ihe was out oi ha 
fenfes : much left could the de- 
vil be the minillcr of a iacm- 
mcnt. This paffagc in -in ad- 
vcrfary is a convincing pioot 
that St. Stephen fpok f - ot bap- 
tifm in which every ihii«i, %vhich 
is required in point ui form w 
ohferved ; and in particular a* 

to the invocation of ihe Tinuty. 
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mindful of their charge, for which they will be demanded a 
rigorous account. How many fuch live as if they had only 
their own fouls to take care of 5 yet think themfelves good 
Chriftians ! Few have the light, the courage, the charity, and 
the zeaJ neceffary for fuch a charge. And many through floth, 
fclf-Jove, or a paflion for pleafure, company, vanity and the 
world, neglecT: various obligations of their ftate. It will be a 
falfe plea for fuch to allege at the laft day, that they have kept 
well their own vineyard, whilft they have fufFered others under 
their care to be overgrown with briers and weeds. 







A U G U S T 3. 

The Invention of St. STEPHEN, or 

the Difcovery of his Relicks. 

From the authentic k relation of Luc I 'an , and from St. Juftln^ Eva- 
dius 9 &c. See Tillemont, T. 2. p. g. Orfi^ L 25. n. Ii8» 
y. II. j>. 218. F/eury 9 L 23. n. 22. T. 5. ^.425. 



HIS fecond feftival in honour of the holy protomartyr 
St. Stephen was inftituted by the church on the occafiora 
of the difcovery of his precious remains. His body lay long 
concealed whilft the glory of his fanclity fhone both in heaven 
and on earth. The very remembrance of the place of his burial 
had been blotted out of the minds of men, and his relicks lay co- 
vered under the ruins of an old tomb, in a place twenty miles 
from Jcrufalem, called Caphargamala, that is, borough of Ga- 
maliel, where flood a church which was ferved by a venerable 
prieft named Lucian. In the year 415, in the tenth confulfhip 
oi Honor! us, and the fixth of Thcodofius the younger, on Friday 
die third of December, about nine o' clock at night, Luciam 
was lleeping in his bed, in the baptificry, where he com- 
monly lay, in order to guard the facred vcflels of the church. 
iking half awake, he faw a tall comely old man of a venerable 



aipect, with a long white beard, clothed in a white garment, 
edged with linall plates of gold, marked with crofles, and holding 
<l golden wand in his hand. This per (on approached Ltichin., 
*nil calling him thrice by his name, bid him go to Jcrufalom, and 
tdl Whop John to come and open the tombs in which his ie- 
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jnains, and thofe of certain other fervants of Chrift lay, that 
through their means God might open to many the gates of his 
clemency. Lucian afked his name. cc 1 am," fatd he, <c Gama- 
liel, who inftructed Paul the apoftle in the law; and on the 
Eaft fide of the monument lieth Stephen who was ftoned by 
cc the Jews, without the North gate. His body was left there 
* c expofed one day and one night, but was not touched by 
* 6 birds or beafts. I exhorted the faithful to carry it off in the 
ci night-time, which when they had done, I caufed it to be 
cc carried fecretly to my houfe in the country, where I ecle- 
cc , brated his funeral rites forty days, and then caufed his body 
c < to be laid in my own tomb to the Eaftward. Nicodernus> 
* c who came to Jefus by night, lieth there in another coffin. He 
was excommunicated by the Jews for following Chrift, and 
ci banifhed out of Jerufalem. Whereupon I received him into 
my houfe in the country, and there maintained him to the 
Ci end of his life - 3 after his death I buried him honourably near 
**' Stephen. I likewife buried there my fon Abiba c ., who died 
*« before me at the age of twenty years. His body is in the 
c * third coffin which ftands higher up, where I myfelf was alfo 
<c interred after my death. My wile Ethna, and myeMeftfon 
4< Semelias, who were not willing to embrace the faith of 
ct Chrift, were buried in another ground, called Capharfema- 
• c lia." Lucian fearing to pafs for an impoftor if he was too 
credulous, prayed that if the vifion was from God, he might 
be favoured with it a fecond and a third time, and he continued 
to faft on bread and water. On the Friday following Gama- 
liel appeared again to him in the fame form as before, and com- 
manded him to obey. As emblems of the relicks he brought and 
fliewed Lucian four bafkets, three of gold, and one of filvcr. 
The golden bafkets were full of rofes : two of while, and one 
of red rofes : the filver bafket was full of fcuYon of a moil de- 
licious fmcll. Lucian afked what thefc were. Gamaliel fait): 
*' They arc our relicks. The red rofes rcprefent Stephen 
€C who lieth at the entrance of the fcpulchre : the fecond 
« bafket Nicodemus, who is near the door : the filvcr bafket 
<c rcprefents my fon Abibas, who departed this life without 
*< Haiti}: his bafket is contiguous to mine." Having faid this, 
he disappeared. Lucian then awaked gave thanks to (10J, 
and continued his fafts. In the third week, cm the fame day, 
and at the fame hour, Gamaliel appeared again to him, and 



With threats upbraided him with his neglect, adding that the 
drought which then afflicted the world, would be removed 
only by his obedience, and the difcovery of their relicks. 



Lucian being now terrified, promifed lie would no lontf* 

defer it. ftfr 
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After this laft vifion, he repaired to Jerufalem, and laid the 
whole affair before bifhop John, who wept for joy, and bid 
him go and fearch for the relicks, which the bifhop concluded 
would be found under a heap of fmall ftones, which lay in a 
field near his church. Lucian faid he imagined the fame thing, 
and returning to his borough, fummoned the inhabitants to 
meet the next day in the morning, in order to fearch under the 
heap of flones. As Lucian was going the morning following 
to fee the place dug up, he was met by Migetius, a monk of a 
pure and holy life, who told him, that Gamaliel had appeared 
to him, and bad him inform Lucian, that they laboured in 
vain in that place. " We were laid there," faid he, <c at the 
" time of our funeral obfequics, according to'the ancient cu- 
" ftom, and that heap of ftones was a mark of the mourning 
" of our friends. Search elfewhere, in a place called Deba- 
" talia. In effect," faid Migetius continuing the relation of 
his vifion, w I found myfelf of a fudden in the fame field, 
where I faw a neglected ruinous tomb, and in it three beds 
adorned with gold : in one of them, more elevated than the 
" others, lay two men, an old man and a young one, and one 
<c in each of the other beds." Lucian having heard Migetius/s 
report, praifed God for having another witnefs of his reve- 
lation, and having removed to no purpofe the heap of ftones, 
went to the other place. In digging up the earth here 
three coffins or chefts were found, as abovementioned, with a 
ftonc, whereon were engraved thefe words in very large charac- 
ters : Cbeliel* Nafaam* Gamaliel* Abibas. The two firft are the 
Syriack names of Stephen, or crowned* and Nicodcmus, or 
vi ft ory of the people. Lucian fen t immediately to acquaint bi- 
fhop John with this. He was then at the council of Diofpolis, 
and taking along with him Eutonius, bifhop of Sebafte, and 
EJeutherius, bifhop of Jericho, came to the place. Upon 
the opening of St. Stephen's coffin the earth {hook, and there 
came out of the coffin fuch an agreeable odour, that no one re- 
membered to have ever fmelt any thing like it. There was 
a vaft multitude of people aflembled in that place, among 
whom were many perfons afflicted with divers diftempers: of 
whom feventy three recovered their health upon the fpot. 
borne were freed from evil fpirits, others cured of fcrophulous 
tumours of various kinds, others of fevers, fiftulas, the bloody 
jhx, the fallingficknefs, hcadachs and pains in the bowels* 
f hey killed the holy relicks, and then fliut them up. The 
Whop claimed thofe of St. Stephen for the church of Jerufalem, 
oi which he had been deacon ; the reft were left at Capharga- 
imua. The protomaityr's body was reduced to dull, ex- 
a 'i Hl,1 S tlic boucs, which were whole, unci in their natural 

iitu ation. 
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fituation. The biftiop confented to leave a fmall portion of them 
at Caphargamala : the reft were carried in the coffin with firm- 
ing of pfalms and hymns to the church of Sion at Jerufalem. 
At the time of this tranflation there fell a great deaJ of rain, 
which refrefhed the country after a long drought. The tranf- 
lation was performed on the twenty iixth of December, on 
which day the church hath ever fince honoured the memory of 
St. Stephen, commemorating the difcovery of his relicks on 
the third of Auguft, probably on account of the dedication of 
fome church in honour of St. Stephen, perhaps that of Anco- 
jia (a). The hiftory of this miraculous difcovery and tranfla- 



(a) The relicks of St. Stephen 
were foon difperfed in many 
places, and God was pJeafed to 
glorify his divine name by many 
miracles wrought through their 
means, and the interceflion of his 
fervant. St. Auftin relates (Serm. 
323- p. 12, 78) that a certain 
perfon who was prefent at the 
martyrdom of St. Stephen, picked 
up one of the Hones that had 
ilruck his arm, and brought it 
afterwards to Ancona in Italy, 
where " from that time there be- 
*' gan to be a mc?nory> (that is, 
«* an oratory) of St. Stephen," 
fays that father. When the Chris- 
tians had the liberty to creel 
churches, a famous one in ho- 
nour of St. Stephen was built, on 
this account, near Ancona, which 
is mentioned by St. Gregory 

(Dial. Li. c. 5. p. 24.) 

After the difcovery of his fa- 
cred relicks, portions of them 
were brought, with great devo- 
tion, into Europe and Africa. 
Avitus, the Spanifh pricft, who 
then lived in Paleiline, obtained 
of JLucian, out of the part which 
he had refcrved for himfelf, fome 
of the dull of the flefli, and a 
little portion of the fmall bones 
of the martyr, which K l..nt by 
Oronus (who was then Jotting 
out with a view to return to Spain) 



tion, 

to Palconius, bilnop of Braga, his 
native place, to be a comfort to 
that church under the calamities 
which were brought upon it by 
the incurfions of the Vandals 
and Goths. Paul Orofius, a na- 
tive, and a learned prieft, of 
Tarragon, went firft into Af- 
rica to confult St. Auftin, and 
afterwards into Paleftine, to ad- 
vife with St. Jerom about certain 
difficult points of facred litera- 
ture : his name is famous in the 
writings of both thofe fathers. 
Orofius left Paleftine in 416, and 
with his facred treafure landed 
firft in Africa, to pay a vifit to 
St. Auftin, and thence failed to 
Minorca, but found it impofliblc 
to go tL> Spain, by reafon of the 
devaftations of the Goths. He 
therefore returned to Africa, 
where, by the advice of St. Au- 
ftin, he writ, in feven books, a 
hiftory of the world from its cre- 
ation, in a clear and manly ftyle, 
chiefly to demonftrate againft the 
Pagans that the calamities which 
the world then felt, were not to 
be attributed to the ncgled of 
their ancient fuperftitions ; to 
prove which he fhews, that man- 
kind had in all ages been fre- 
quently aMliacd with the like 
Orofius left his relicks of St. Ste- 
phen in a church near Magoiie. 

r now 
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don, written by Lucian himfelf, and tranflated into Latin by 
y\vitus 9 a Spanifh prieft, (native of Prague, then living at Je~ 
rufalem, an intimate friend of St. Jerom) is publiifhed by the 
Benedictine monks in the appendix to the feventh tome of the 
♦works of St. Auftin. This account is alfo attefted by Chryfip- 
pus, an eminent and holy prieft of the church of Jerufalemj 

(whofe 



now Mahon (one of the two an- 
cient cities of that ifland) till 
they could be fent to the bifliop 
of Braga, with the letter of Avi- 
tus to him, which is flill extant. 
Severus, the bifliop of Minorca, 
came from Jammona, now called 
Citadella, the other city, to Ma- 
hon, to receive the relicks, and 
to hold conferences with the 
jews, who were there very nu- 
merous. At the fight of the re- 
licks, and by the zeal of the 
Chriftians, five hundred and for- 
ty of that obitinate people, with 
their patriarch Theodorus, were 
converted to the faith in eight 
days time, and demanded bap- 
tifm. There were a few women 
among them who flood out for 
fome days. The converted Jews 
built a new church, not only at 
their own colt, but with their own 
hands. The bifhop Severus writ, 
in a circular letter, an account of 
this wonderful event, which is 
yet extant 

On the very day that Evodius, 
bifhop of Uzalis, read this let- 
ter of Severus to his flock, 
fome of the martyr's blood con- 
mined in a vial, and fome fmall 
fragments of his bones, which 
certain monks had procured from 
Paleltine, arrived at the chapel 
of SS. Felix and Gennadi us, two 
ancient martyrs, near that town. 
The bifliop went out with great 
joy to receive fo precious a tiea- 
luie. A barber named Concor- 
ds, who had bruifed his foot 

Very much by a fall, and kerjt his 



bed feveral days, having recom- 
mended himfelf to St. Stephen, 
was cured, walked to the church 
of the martyrs to give God 
thanks ; and having prayed a 
long time, he lighted up feveral 
wax tapers, and left his itick 
behind him. The bifhop, hav- 
ing celebrated the divine my- 
fleries, ordered a proceflion 
to the city. An infinite number 
of people, divided into compa- 
nies, and carrying tapers and 
flambeaux, walked in it, fmging 
pfalms -and hymns. When at 
night they arrived in the 
town, the relicks were depofited 
in the church under the abfis, 
that is to fay, in the chancel, and 
were put upon the bifhop's throne 
covered with a cloth. A blind 
woman named Hilaria, a ba- 
ker, recovered her fight by 
devoutly applying this cloth to 
her eyes. Afterwards the re- 
licks were put upon a little bed, 
in a place fhut up where there 
were doors and a little win- 
dow, through which cloths 
were applied to the relicks which 
healed the fick. People came 
from afar oil*, and a great num- 
ber of miracles were wrought 
there. Evodius can fed a lilt of 
them to be written by one of his 
clerks ; which account was pub- 
lickly read to the people on the 
feliival of St. Stephen, and after 
the reading of each miracle, the 
perfon healed was called upon, 
and made to pals through the 
middle of the church, walking 

alone - 
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(whofe virtue is highly commended by. the judicious author of 
the life of St- Euthymius) by Idatius and Marcellinus in their 
chronicles; by BafU bifhop of Seleucia, St. Auftin (i), Eede, 

(i) Tr. 120 in Joan. Serm. 319, &c. 



alone ; and to go up the ftep of 
the abfisy and there remain for 
fome time (landing, to be Teen by 
the people, who redoubled their 
tears and acclamations at the fpec- 
tacle. Thus Hilaria,and two men, 
who had all three been blind, and 
recovered their fight ; thus Refti- 
tutus, who came from Hippo, 
and was cured of a palfy, and 
many others mewed themfelves 
to alt the people, who feemed 
to fee the miracles rather than 
hear the account of them read. 
The zealous bifhop Evodius, the 
intimate friend of St. Auftin, ap- 
proved and publifhed two books 

®?i the miracles of St. Stephen, 

which were wrote by his order, 
and are ufually quoted under his 
name. He mentions (1. 2. c. 4. 
n. 2.) that before the oratory of 
the relicks of St. Stephen at Uza- 
lis was placed a veil, on which 
the faint was painted, carrying a 
crofs upon his ftioulders. Among 
thefe miracles of Uzalis mention 
is made of fome perfons reftorcd 
to life: one of which is alfo re- 
lated by St. Auftin almofl: in the 
fame terms (Scrm. 323 and 324). 
The account is as follows : A 
child that was a catechumen, 
dying, being yet at the brcalt, 
the mother iecing him irrecove- 
rably loft, ran to the oratory of 
St. Stephen, and faid : '* Holy 
4< martyr, you fee I havclollmy 
*' only comfort. Rcftorc mc my 
*< child, that I may meet him 
€< before Him who hath crowned 
" you." She prayed fo a great 

while, a»d at lad the child came 



to life again, and v/as heard to 
cry. She went forthwith to the 
priefts : he was baptized, and re- 
ceived the unction, the impofi- 
tion of hands, and the facramenc 
of the holy Eucharift ; for then 
Confirmation and the Euchariil 
always followed Baptifm, when 
it was given in a folemn man- 
ner. But God took him to 
himfelf very foon after, and his 
mother carried him to the 
grave with the fame confidence 
as if Ibe had carried him to St. 
Stephen's bofom. Thefe are the 
words of St. Auftin, who fpeaks 
again in another place of the 
miracles that were wrought at 
Uzalis (1. 22. de Civ. c. 8. n. 20, 
21.) This town was fituated 
near Utica, in the proconfular 
Africa. No lefs wonderful were 
the miracles wrought by the in- 
terceffion of this holy protomar- 
tyr at Calama, a city of Numi- 
dia, fifteen Roman miles from 
Hippo Regius, the ilrongcft for- 
trefs of that kingdom (Handing 
on the coaft of the Mediterranean) 
and the epifcopal fee of the great 
St. Auftin. Poftidius, the diiciple 
of that holy doctor, was then 
bifhop of Calama, in which city 
there was a chapel of St. Ste- 
phen enriched with fome of his 
relicks, which had been procured 
by St. PofHanus. Euchaiius, a 
Spanifli prieft, living at Calama, 
who had been afflicted with the 
ilonc for a long time, wan cured 
by the application of thefe re- 
licks. A forwards dying of ano- 
ther dillcinper, when thofo al^ii 

him 
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tft: It is mentioned by mofl of the hiftorians, and in the 
fermons of the principal fathers of that age. St. Stephen '3 
body remained in the church of Sion till the em pre Is Euclocia 9 
wife of Theodofius the younger, going- a fecond time to Jem-* 
Qcm in 444, built a ftately church to God in his honour, a-* 
Vol. III. 4 A a bout 



him were going to bury him, 
upon calling a tunick (which had 
been brought from the chapel of 
the faint) over his corpfe, he arofe. 
Many fick of the gout and other 
diitempers were healed. St. Aultin 
jays, that at the time he wrote, 
more fuch cures had been perform- 
ed at Calama than atHippo.where 
he had reckoned feventy. Among 
rhofe at Calama he dwells the 

longed on the wonderful conver- 
sion pf one Martialis, a Heathen, 

a man of quality, and one of the 
principal perfons in the city. He 
was moft obllinate in his infide- 
lity even in his lafr. ficknefs. All 
means of conviction having been 
tried in vain, his Chriftian fon- 
in-Iaw having prayed a long 
time before the fhrine which 
contained the martyr's relicks, 
brought home fome of the flowers 
with which it was adorned, and 
full of faith in the faint's inter- 
ceiJion, laid them near the old 
man's pillow. Jt was then even- 
ing, and before it was day Mar- 
tialis defired to fpeak with the 
bifhop, Poflidius, who happened 
then to be at Hippo with St. Au- 
Inn: but priefts coming to him, he 
defired to be baptized. From his 
baptifm to the time of his death he 
never coated to repeat the lait 
words of St. Stephen : lord Je- 

fus ChriJK receive tny fouL 

The bifliop Project us carrying 
fome of the relicks of St. Stephen 

Tibilis, or AqiKe Tibilitana;, 
-<n cpifcopni fee fifteen miles 

>% ^m Hippo, oy th« road to C'ir- 



ta, a blind woman who defired 
to be led to them, recovered her 
fight. Lucilius, bifhop of Syni- 
ca, or Sinita, near Hippo, by 

carrying the relicks in procefiion* 
was fuddenly cured of a fiftula 
which never returned, though he 
had long laboured under it, and 
then waited the coming of a fur- 
geon to cut it. In a village 
called Audura, a child who was 
at play, was crufhed under the* 
wheel of a cart drawn by oxen* 
and expired in violent convul- 
fions. His mother carried him 
before the relicks of St. Stephen* 
and he came to life again with* 
out any appearance of being hurt* 
A nun that was dead in a neigh- 
bouring village called Gafpalia- 
na. came to life again by bein 
covered with a tunick which ha 
been applied to the facred relicks* 
All thefe miracles are related by 
St. Auflin [Do Civ. Dei, 1. 22. 
c. 8}< The church of Hippo 
was enriched with a portion of 
thefe relicks in the year 42 c- 
With what refpeft St. Auflin re- 
ceived this trcafure he himfelf 
fufheicntly declares (ep. 103) 
writing to the bifhop Quintiart 
who was going to receive a little 
portion of the fame : " Your 
" holincfs, " fays he, " knows 
** how much you ;rc obliged to 
" honour thefe relicks, as we? 
" have done." His 317th fer- 
mon feeins to have been deli- 
vered on tin; clay of their recep- 
tion. In it he fay a, thole relicks 

coniifted of a little dull into which 
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bout a furlong from the city* near the fpot where he was 
ftoned to death, into which ftie ^procured his body to be tranf- 

and in which (be was buried herfelf after her death, in 
St. Auftin (2.) fpeaking of the miracles of St. Ste- 
ad d relies himfelf to his flock as follows : *< Let 



lated, 
461. 
phen, 



(2) Serm 317 



us 



his facred flefh was reduced, fhut 
up in a cafe. A a altar was there 
raifed, not to S:. Stephen, but to 
God, over the relicks of St. Ste- 
phen, as that holy doctor puts 
his flock in mind (Seim. 
Fearing left the ignorant might 
fVill into fnpe< ftition by not fum- 
ciently diftinguifhing the Maft r 
from the fervant, he often 'epeats 
in his fermons on thoie occafions, 
that it is to God we are to refer 
the miracles which he alone per- 
forms by his faints, and the graces 
which we receive through their 
interceflion. It was not quite 
two years after this when he 
wrote his laft book Of the City of 
God+ in which he fays, (1. 22. 
c. 8.) that he had received re. 
lation* of near feventy miracles 
which had been wrought at Hip- 
po by the relicks of St. Stephen, 
beftdes many others which he 
knew had not been recorded. 
Among thefe he mentions three 
perfons raifed from the dead ; 
one. the fon of a collector named 
Irenacus,who when his corpfe was 
laid out, and all things were made 
ready for the funeral, was raifed 
to life by beinjr anointed with 
the oil of the martyr, that is, 
probably, of the lamp that burnt 
before the relicks. Another, 
the daughter of Befliis, a Syrian, 
was redo red to life by being co- 
vered .\ it h a garment, with which 
her father had touched the mar- 
tyr's fhrinc. St. Auftin was eye- 

wimefs to many of th<* miracles 



that were there performed, as to 
the following. Ten children, of 
a confiderable family of Csefarea 
in Cappadocia, feven fons and 
three daughters, having been 
curfed by their mother for their 
undutiful behaviour, were ail 
fucceflively from the el deft feized 
with a dreadful trembling or fhi- 
vering in all their limbs, and a. 
diftortion of their body. In this 
condition they wandered up and 
down in different places. The 
fecond fon recovered his health 
by praying in a chapel of St. 
Laurence at Ravenna. Paul, 
the fixth child, and Palladia the 
feventh, arrived at Hippo in 425. 
Their unhappy diforder drew the 
eyes of all perfons upon them. 
On E after funday in the morning 
Paul praying before the place 
where the relicks were depofited, 
was perfectly cured. The church 
echoed with acclamations, every 
one crying out : 14 Thanks be to 
*' God : praifed be the Lord," 
The young man being prefented 
to St. Auftin, threw himfelf at 
his feet. The faiat raifed him 
up, and embraced him. When 
fermon time came, he (hewed 
him to the people, faying : We 
have been ufed to rend the re- 
lations of miracles which Cod 
has performed by the prayers 
of the blefled martyr St. Ste- 
phen. But now the prefence 
of this young man iuppliesthe 
place of a book, nor have we 

occafiou for any other writing 

<* dun 
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" fo defire to obtain temporal blefilngs . by his intercef- 
« fion, that we may merit in imitating him thofe Which are 
« eternal/' ,Qur corporal neceffities were . nor the motive 
which drew. Qur omnipotent phyfician down from heaven, but 
the fpirituai miieries of our fouls. In his mortal life, he reftored 
many fick to their health, and delivered demoniacks, to give 
men a fenfible proof of his divine power, and for art emblem 
that he. came to relieve the fpirituai. miferies of our fouls, and 
to put an end to the empire of the devil over them. In like* 
manner* when through his fervants he has beftowed corporal 
bleflings on men, he excites our confidence in his mercy to afk 

A a z ... through 

p 

" than his face which you all 
" know," &c. He adds, that 
he mould not have had ftrength 
himfelf to fupport the fatigue of 
the long fervice of the foregoing 
day and night (which was Eafter- 
cve) fading, and then of preach- 
ing to them, had it not been for 
St. Stephen's prayers (ferm. 320, 
ol. 29. deDiv). On EafterTuef- 
day he caufed Paul and Palladia 
to ftand on the fteps of the pulpit, 
that they might be feen by all the 
people ; the firil without any 
diftorted motion, but Palladia 
trembling in every limb. He 
then made them to withdraw, 
and began to preach on the re- 
fpeft which children owe their 
parents, and the moderation which 
is due from parents to children. 
His fermon was interrupted by 
the fhouts of the people, repeat- 
ing, "Thanks be to God." The 
occafion was, that in the mean 
time Palladia being gone to pray 
before the rclicks, was healed. 
The fermon which was interrupt- 
ed by the miracle, and all the 
others which St. Auftin preached 
on this occafion, are ftill extant. 
Near a year after this, he in his 
laft book Of the Criy of God, 
inferted this account of the 
waling of Paul and Palladia, 

2nd of fcvcral other miracles. 



(See St. Auftin de Civ. Dei, L.22. 
c. 8. and ferm. 319, 320, 286. 
94. 76.). F. Thyrfus Gonzales* 
general of the Jefuits, (Manu~ 
duftio ad connjerfor.em Mahometan - 
orum 9 Par. 2. 1. 3. c. 8.) men- 
tions as a ftanding miracle, that 
the blood of St. Stephen, which 
was formerly brought by Orofius 
from Paleftine, and which is now 
kept at Naples, during high mafs 
on the third of Auguft, melts and 
boils up, though it is at all other 
times congealed. 

John Le^Clerc calls in queftiort 
the judgment and veracity of 
St. Auftin in the relation of thefts 
miracles. Such difcoveries were 
refcrved after fo many ages to 
this new mailer in the art of cri- 
ticifm. But it mull appear ft range 
to aChriftian ear to hear the moft 
holy and learned doclors of the 
church traduced as knaves and 
inipoftors, and the reft of the 
faithful put in the clafs of weak 
fools. Thefe miracles are ar- 
tcfled not only by St. Aultin, hue 
alfo by St. Pomdiir, Kvodius, 
and many others, Africa at that 
time abounded with the moft 
fubtle, inquiiltivc, and penetrat- 
ing geniufes, an the monuments 
of that age evince. Jf the ca- 
tholicks could be pre fumed to 
have been all fo weak and fun- 
in o 
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through their interceflion his invifible graces. We ought to 
pray for our daily bread, or all neceflary fupplies of our bodijy 
neceflities ; but fhould make thefe petitions fubordinate to 
the great end of our fan&ification, and his divine honour^ of- 
fering them under this condition, as we know not in temporal 

bleffings 



pie that it was eafy for their bl- 
Ihops to impofe upon them the 
grofTeft cheats, their attions were 
too narrowly fifted by the Pagans, 
the Donatifts, and the Mani- 
chees (who were at that time 
very numerous in Africa) and 
the Arians who became mailers 
of that country, whilft thefe mi- 
racles were in the greateft vogue. 
But how can we hear without in- 
dignation fuch great and holy pre- 
lates charged with carrying on 
fo wicked and bafe an impofture, 
Attd this by a general confpira- 
cy ? St. Auftin elpecially, whofe 
gravity, wifdom, fanftity and 
learning have commanded the 
highrlt refpeft of all fucceeding 
a^s. This great father, more- 
over, was of all others the mod 
acalous in defending the doctrine 
of the church againll lying on 
any account; which he main- 
tained by his book On Lying, and 
two other books dganxfl Lying 
(T. 6.) not to mention feveral 
other parts of his works in which 
he treats of this point He every 
where demonstrates againll the 
Frifcillianifls, that it can never 
be lawful, in any cafe whatever, 
to tell the It! alt wilful lye, not 
even to fave the life of any man, 
to avert any evils or fins, or to 
procuie baptifm for a child who 
mould be in the handb of infi- 
dels and otlicvwife fure to die 
without that facrament: becaufe 
no neceihty or good end can 
make that lawful whi<:h is efl'en- 

ually evil. Above all, a lie is 



moft criminal in matters relating 
to religion : and could lying 
ever be lawful, a man's fmcerity 
might be always fufpecled. Our 
critick and his difciplcs pretend 
thefe illuftrious fathers were the 
abetters or authors of frauds, in 
order to propagate their favourite 
doctrine of the invocation of 
faints, and honouring their re- 
licks. But this was certainly 
then eftablifhed, and fometimes 
attended with miracles in all 
parts of the Chriftian world, as 
appears from the writings of SS, 
Paulinus, Prudentius, Sulpitius 
Severus, Gaudentius and others 
in the Weft ; and from thofe of 
St. Chryfoflom, St. Bafil, the 
two SS. Gregories, St. Aftcrius, 
Theodoret, St. Ephrem, &c. 
in the Eaft, as Le Clerc himfelf ac- 
knowledges in the lives of ma»y 
of thofe fathers. St. Auftin in- 
deed, with other fathers, often 
obferves, that the miraculoue 
gifts had gradually decreafed and 
ordinarily ceafed in the church, 
when the gofpel was fuflkiently 
confirmed and fpread over the 
world. But he explains hinilclf 
of the working miracles uiually 
and almoft continually, as the 
apoftles did ; and adds, that God 
Hill continues, for the glory of 
his name, to excite the attention 
and devotion of men to him, by 
fometimes performing mi melon 
in his church (1. de Vera Keiig. 
c. 25. and Retradt. 1. 1. c H, 
C5V.) Hence in his books Of th 

City of God, Uc confound* the Fa- 
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bleffings what is moft expedient for us. God offers us his 
grace, his Jove, himfelf : Him we muft make the great and 
ultimate end of all our requefls to him. If fome rich prince 
fliould engage himfelf to grant us whatever we fiiould afk, it 
would be putting an affront upon him, if we confined our 
petition to pins or fuch trifles, as St. Terefa remarks. 

On the fame DAY 

* 

St. Ni cod emus. He was by fedt aPharifee, and pa/Ted for a matter 
and doctor inlfrael, even when he was ignorant of the truths of eternal 
life. He feems to have been a fenator of Jerufalem ; for he is called 
a Jewifh chief. The Pharifees were in general, by their pride, the 
moll oppofite of all others to the humility of the goTpel. St. Nicode- 
mu5 was an exception, and believed in Chrift: (i). At firlt fome- 
thing of a fecret opinion of his own wifdom and learning, which it 
is fo hard and fo rare a thing for men to be perfectly divefied of, 
feems to have been an obftacle to his opening his heart perfectly to 
the grace of his converfion, To humble him Chrift explained to 
him the myltery of regeneration by baptifm, which St. Nicodemus did 
not underftand, though it was exprefted in the prophets Our mer- 
ciful Redeemer reproached him for his ignorance. St. Nicodemus, far 
from being hot offended at the reproof, received it with fuch humi- 
lity, and was fo confounded within himfeif, that perfecting thefe dif- 
pofrtions, Chrift conducted him into the paths of true virtue. Ho 

Aa $ returned 

(1) John iii. 



gans by the miracle9 which were 
then wrought, ' particularly thofe 
performed by the relicks of. St. 
Stephen, among which he rec- 
kons five perfons raifed from the 
dead, mentioning their names, 
families, and all the circum- 
ilances of the facts. Two were 
rcflored to life by garments which 
fome had devoutly applied to the 
relicks of the protomartyr, imi- 
tating what they had read in the 
Acts of the Apollles (ch. 19.) of 
cloths and handkerchiefs which 
had touched St. Paul, having 
been the inllruments of fuch fa- 
vours. (See John i.e Clctc. under 
the name of John Phereponus. 

Ccnf. in Tom. 5. Op. £. Aug, 



p. j 50. Middleton's Free In- 
quiry, and Beaufobre Hift. de 
Manichee, 1. 9. c. 3.T. 2. p. 648.) 
Thefe authors, to try the fallacy 
of their iophiiiry and raillery, 
may turn its edge upon the hif- 
tory of the dead man raifed to 
life by touching the bones of Eli* 
feus iv, alias ii. Kings, xiii. 21. 
and upon that of the fick who 
were cured by a devour applica- 
tion of aprons and handkerchiefs 
taken from the body of St. Paul, 
(Acts xix. 17}. God can by any 
inllruments inanifeft his power 
and mercy, as Chrill often 11 fed 

icnublc iigns in working inU 
raclcs. 
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returned to Jefus from time to time: defended him openly againft 
the Pharifees (2), afufted at his burial, and embalmed his facred 
body with rich fpices (3"). Having been turned out of the fyna- 
go^ue by the Jews for believing in'Chrift, he retired to St. Gamaliel 
at his country houfe, and died there, as St. Auftin (4) and Photius * 
teftify from* the Acts of the Invention of St. Stephen's relicks. 

St. Gamaliel is alio honoured on this day. He was of the fed 
of the Pharifees, and a doctor of the law in the higheft reputation at 
Jerufalcm. St. Paul recommended himfelf to the Jews by faying 
that he had been his fcholar (1). When the Jews were deliberating 
to put the apoftle to death, St. Gamaliel prevented fuch a refolution, 
and' indirectly fhewed the Chriftian religion to be the -work of God; 
yet this'he did with fo much prudence as not to incur any fufpicion. 
Though he had not then embraced the faith, his converfion was 
more early than that of St. Paul, as St. Chryfoftom afiures us (2). 
JIaving buried. St Stephen at his own eftate, twenty miles from Je- 
rufalem, he was afterward himfelf interred in the fame fepulchre; 
and difcovered his relicks to Lucian, in a virion, in 4x5, as was re- 
lated above. 

St. Walt-hen or Waltheof abbot of Melrofs, C. He was 
fecond fon of Simon, earl of Huntingdon, and Maud, daughter to 
Judith the niece of William the Conquerour, who was married to 
Waltheof, the powerful earl of Northumberland, fon to the warlike 
*arl Siward, in his time the bulwark of his country. The faints 
elder brother Simon inherited his father's martial difpofition toge- 
ther with his titles : but Walthen, from his cradle, difcovered the 
itrongeft inclinations to piety, and was humble, modeft, mild, obe- 
dient, beneficent, prudent, and devout much beyond his years. 
The firft impreffions of thefe virtues, together with a great efteem 
of angelical purity, he received from his pious mother Maud, who 
after the death of her firft hufband, was given in marriage by king 
Henry I. to David, the moil religious king of Scotland, and the 
■worthy fon of St. Margaret. Walthen followed his mother to that 
court, where he contracted an intimate friendfhip with St. Aelred, 
in whole heart our faint fowed the firft feeds of his perfect conver- 
fion from the world. The good king was charmed with the virtues 
of his fon- in-law, gave him on all occafions marks of his par* 
ticular aft action, and took great delight in his company. The young 
nobleman was too ileadfaltly grounded in the maxims of humility 
and mortification to be feduced by the flatteries of the world ; and 
the fmiles of fortune ferved only to make him the more apprehensive 
of its dangers. To fence his heart againft thefe illufions, and the con- 
tagion of the air which he breathed in the world, he was folicitoiu 
to put on the arweur of God> that he might be able to refift all aflaults, 
watch againll the fecret insinuations of a worldly fpirit, and Jlavdi* 
all thlngi perjetf. Loving and valuing only heavenly things, and 
being always fervent in the cxercife of good works, he feemcd to 

be carried with wings in the path of every virtue. Whatever he 

did 

■ 

(*) John vii. 50. (3) John xix. 39. (4) Horn. 120. in Joan* 
h) Act. v. 34. xxii. 3. (2) Horn. 14. in Act. 
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did he ufed to fay to himfelf, *« What will this avail me to eternal 
*' life? " Such was his ardour for prayer, that he found opportu- 
nities to pra&ife it in thofe very circumftances which often make 
others forget it. When he went out a hunting with the king, 
his majeity would himfelf prefent him with a bow and quiver. 
But Walthen giving them to fome fervant or other perfon, and 
withdrawing from the company into the wood, ufed to hide himfelf 
in fome fecret place amidft the thickets, and there employ the day 
in prayer, holy meditation, or reading fome pious book which he 
carried in his pocket. The king having one clay furprifed him in 
this employment, told the queen at his return that he> ion was not 
a man of this world ; for he could find no amufenient or fatistacuon 
in any of its diversions. By the ftricteft temperance, the amduoua 
mortification of his will and fenfes, and a conftant watchfulncfs over 
his heart, fupported by a life of pravei, he kept his paffinns in 
due fubje&ion, and enjoyed a happy tranqu Hi t y within himlelf. in 
the conllant and uniform pur/uit of virtue. His purity he carried 
unfullied by the learl itain from his birth into the heavenly paradifcr. 
A fubtle aflault which was made upon him againfl his virtue, con- 
tributed to difguit him entirely with the world A certain lady of 
the firft rank at court was fallen in love with him, and not daring to 
difcover her pafuon, fhe fought to gain his heart infenfibly With 
this view fhe lent him one day a prefent of a rich gold ring in 
which the {tone was a diamond of extraordinary value Walthea 
received it as a civility without any farther meaning, and innocently 
put the ring on his finger. Hereupon one of the courtiers faid, 
" Walthen begins to have fome regard for the ladies." This re- 
flection made the faint fenfible of the fnare, and of the tendency 
of fuch prefents. He therefore immediately went out of th« room, 
and to prevent the danger of any temptation eniuing, pulled off 
the ring, and threw it into a great fire, thus gaining a double victory 
over impurity, and a vain afrec~tion to worldly toys. This accident 
made him ft and more upon his guard againfl the very fhadow of 
dangers: and the confederation of the fnares of the world, and of 
the unprofitablenefs of many of his moments in it, led him 10 a 
refolution of taking flicker in a monaftery. 

To be removed from the diftracYmg vifits of friends, and from 
the neighbourhood of the court, he left Scotland, and made hie 
religious profclfion among the regular canons of St Auitin, in St. 
Ofwald's monaftery at N^ttcl, near Pontefratt, in Yorkfhirc. Here 
he lived concealed fiom the world, in the company of his crucified 
Jefus, humbling himfelf fo much the lower in proportion as he had 
been exalted above others in the world. Kings and the great ones 
of the world were aftouiflicd at his humility : but hib collcgues in 
a religious ftate were more furprifed to fee one come out of a court 
already per feci in the maxims ot the croft. He was after fome time 
promoted to the holy order of prietlhood ; and, agree. ibly to his in- 
clinations always to attend the altar, was appointed laiiillan. He 
Was ibon after, aj>ainll his will, chofen prior of Kiikham, a nu- 
merous houfe of that Order in the tame county. Con dering the 
obligations he then lay under for the lanciificatio.n ot tuber* :u well 

A a 4 «i 
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as for Ms own, in this dignity he redoubled his fervour in the prac- 
tice of aufterity, regularity and every virtue. Nothing appeared 
in him more remarkable than his devotion, and the abundance of 
tears with which his prayers were ufually accompanied, cfpecially 
when he was celebrating the divine myfteries. In faying mafs oni 
Chriftmas-day, after the confecration of the bread, he was raviflied 
5n the contemplation of that divine myftery of God made man, 
and melting in tears of love and tender devotion, was favoured 
with a wonderful vifion. The divine Word who on that day had 
made himfelf vifible to mankind by his nativity was pleafed to 
manifeft himfelf not only to the eyes of faith, but alfo to the cor- 
poral eyes of his fervant. The holy man faw in his hands, not the 
form of bread, but a mofl amiable infant of ravifhing beauty, 
iiretehing out its hands as iF it had been to embrace him, and 
looking upon him with a moll gracious countenance : in which vifion 
the faint finding himfelf penetrated with unfpeakable fwcetnefs, 
and heavenly delights, paid a thoufand adorations to that di- 
vine infant whom he could not fufficiently love. When he had laid 
down the hoft on the altar he faw only the facramental form. He 
eould never after remember this favour without tears of fenfible joy, 
fweetnefs and love. The faint difclofed this favour only to his con- 
fefTarius, who after his death told it to feveral others, and confirmed 
Jiis teilimony that he received the account from the faint himfelf 
with an oath. '1 he author faya he himfelf heard it from the 
mouth of this confefTarius, and alfo from divers Ciller cian monks 
both at Melrofs and at Holm-Coltrum. Whilft a canon of Kirk- 
fraxn was faying mafs, a fpider fell into the chalice. The prior be- 
ing called made the fign of the crofs over the chalice, then bid the 
pneft drink it ; which he did without receiving any harm, or feeling 
any repugnance (a). Walthen moved by the great reputation of 
the Ciilercian Order, was very defirous to embrace it : in which 
refolution he was encouraged by the advice of his friend St. Ael- 
rcd, then abbot of Rievalle. Accordingly our faint took the ha- 
fait of that Order at Wardon, a Ciilercian convent, in Bed ford (hi a*. 
The regular canons who both loved and honoured him, ufed all 
endeavours to retain him among them. Earl Simon, the faint's 
brother, alleging that the aufterities of this latter Order were too 
fevcre for his tender conllitution, employed both the fecular 
fcnd ecclefiaftical power to oblige him to quit it, and even 
threatened to deftroy the monallery if he remained in it. 1 lio 
ynonks therefore fent the faint to Rievalle, their mother -honfe in 
York (hire, that he might be farther out of the earl's reach. Du- 
ring the year of his noviciate St. Walthen fullered much more from 
a mofl grievous inter iour trial, than he had clone from the pcrfecu- 
tions ol his kindred, or of the canons of Kirkhani. Hut lioni 

I'hefe afilidions his pure foul reaped infinite fpiritual advantage:.. 

For 

(/j) Though Come, fpiderc are venomous, modern philofophc !j 
* fibre us that the do mcilick kinds which weave webs are haimk^- 
fcue i'hilof. Trunl'acK 
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For St. John Climacus obferves (1) that God prepares fouls for his 
choiceft graces by interiour crones, by which all earthly drofs in 
their affections is moft perfectly purged, their conftancy is put to 
rhe teft, and occafions are afforded them for the exerciies of the 
moll difficult and heroick virtues. It was thus by an effect of the 
divine mercy, that the faint fell into a Hate of fpiritual drynefs, and 
Interiour desolation and darknefs of foul. Though the canons al- 
low a religious man to pafs from one Order to another that is more 
perfect and auftere, he began, neverthelefs, to be perplexed with 
fcruples and anxious fears whether he ought not rather to have re- 
mained in his nrfl vocation, and whether the extraordinary aufleri- 
ties of this new Order were not above his ftrength. His body 
feemed to fink under the weight of his watchings, fafts and labour, 
every exercife feemed heavy and grievous, his foul was drowned in 
bitternefs,, and he feemed in vain to feek comfort and ftrength by 
prayer. Had the enemy prevailed over him by this means to be- 
come more remifs in that holy exercife, the faint would have funk 
under the trial ; but notwithftanding the bitcernefs and heavinefs 
with which he was overwhelmed fo as to feem to himfelf almofc 
incapable of prayer, the divine grace fupported and directed him flili 
to perfevere, and even to redouble his fervour in continually lay- 
ing before the eyes of hia heavenly Father, the God of all Con- 
Jolatfon, the anguifh of his heart, and his earneft. defires to raife 
up his foul to praife and love him, with his faithful fervants, 
and to implore his mercy, though of all creatures the "moft un- 
unworthy. Neverthelefs, his fears and inward darknefs and ago- 
nies continued ftill to increafe. But after a long conflict with this 
painful enemy, in great anguifh of foul, he one day call him- 
felf on the ground, as he had often done, to pray with the utmofi 
carneftnefs, and in that pofture poured forth a flood of tears, 
begging of God that he would vouchfafe to direct him that he 
might fpllow his holy will, to which he had always de fired to con- 
Iterate himfelf without refer ve. He no fooncr rofe from his 
prayer, but he found ihe thick mills of darknefs, which had over- 
whelmed his mind, Scattered, and his foul fuddenly filled with 
light, fervour and an inexprcflible holy joy, in which he fung the 
praifes of the divine mercy with an interiour jubilation which 
feemed to give him, in fome degree a forctafle of the joys of the 
blefled. From that moment he found the yoke of the Lord fweet 
and eafy, and' ufed to repeat that faying of St. Bernard, that 
worldlings who thought the auftcrities of devout paribus hard, 
faw their croflcs, but faw not the interiour unction of the Holy 
Ghoft by which they arc made light {a). Neither do they know 
the rtrength or wings which the fervour of divine love gives to the 
foul, nor the vigour and comfort with which the view and hope of 
an immortal crown infpircii her. 

Waki, m 



( 1 ) Or. 1 . n. 23. 



[a) Cruets r vi<fent i unftiann non viJcnt. S. Bern 
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Walthen four years after his profeflion was chofen abbot of Mel* 
Tofs, a great monallery in the marflies of Scotland, on the river 
Tweed, for fome time the burying place of the noble family of 
Douglas. The faint took upon him this charge with great re- 
luctance, and only becaufe he was compelled by obedience. In 
correcting others he tempered feverity with fweetnefs, fo as to make 
them love the correction itfeif, and to gain their heart to their 
.duty. After the perfon had done penance for a fault, he would 
never fufTer it to be any more mentioned, faying this was to act a 
worfe part than that of the devils, who forget our fins when they 
have been wiped away by fmcere repentance. In hearing con. 
fefhons he often out of tender compaiFion wept abundantly over the 
penitent, and by moving words foftened the hearts of the mod 
hardened finners to compunction and tears. If he perceived that 
he was fallen into the fmalleft failing of inadvertence he had re- 
courfe immediately to the remedy of confeflion, accufed himfelf of 
iit with many tears, and caufed another feverely to difcipline hp 
bare fhoulders, often to blood. By the continual exercifes of pe- 
nance, and deep compunction he endeavoured always to obtain the 
grace by which his foul might be cleanfed more and more perfeaiy, 
that he might at prayer prefent himfelf without fpot before God, 
who is infinite purity and infinite fanctity, and whofe eyes cannot 
bear the leaft iniquity or uncleannefs. Yet a certain cheerful nefs 
and fpiritual joy always fhone on his pale countenance. His words 
were animated with a divine fire, and fweet undion, by which they 
penetrated the hearts of thofe that heard him : his voice was fweet 
and foft, but weak and low, which was owing to the feeblenefs of 
his body, and to his afiiduous ringing of pfalms, which was dually 
accompanied with many tears. He founded the monallery of Kylos 
in Scotland, and that of Holm-Coltrum in Cumberland. By his 
great alms he fupported the poor of the whole country round his 
abbey to a considerable diftance. In a famine which happened in 
1154, about four thoufand poor flrangers came, and Settled in 
huts near Melrofs, for whom he provided necefTary fuftcnance for 
feveral months. He fometimes induced his monks to content them- 
felvcs with half their pittances of bread, in order to lupply the 
poor. He twice multiplied bread miraculoufly, and fometimes gave 
away at once all the cattle and iheep that belonged to his mo- 
nattery. His humility and love of holy poverty appeared in all 
his actions. In travelling he would carry the baggage ot Ins 
•companions, and fometimes that of fcrvants. He went once to 
wait on king Stephen in England, ab'iut certain affairs of his com- 
munity, carrying a bundle on his back. His brother Simon who 
was with the king, was moved with indignation at the fight, ana 
laid to his ma idly : " See how this brother of mine, and couim to 
« your majeity difgraces his family/' " Not fo," laid the king; 
*• but if we underhand what the grace of God is. he does us ami 
" all his kindred a very great honour." He readily Rranted aH^ 

how 



faint defired, begged his bldling, and after his departure cxpre 
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how much he was moved by his example to a contempt of the 
world for the love of God. In 1154* Walthen was chofen arch- 
bifliop of St. Andrew's : but by his tears and repeated .affrrrance* 
that the weight of fuch a burden would in a fliort time put an end 
to his life, he prevailed with his fuperiour St. Aelred, not to oblige 
him by his command to accept that dignity. Our faint cured many 
fick by his prayers, but fludied always to difguife whatever appeared 
miraculous. He was favoured with frequent vifions and ecitafies. 
In one of thefe, whilit he was praying with ardent fighs that he 
might be fo happy fpeedily to behold the King of kings manifeftec! 
jn his beauty and glory, and admitted to praife him, with his whole 
heart, in the company of all the faints, he faw the heavens opened* 
and God difcovered to him the bright thrones in which his faints 
are feated in that kingdom which he had prepared for them from, 
the beginning. The faint who never ceafed to excite in his monks 
the deiire and expectation of eternal life, in order to encourage 
them in their penitential courfes, in one of thofe exhortations men- 
tioned this vifion in the third perfon as of another: but at laft by 
furprife fpoke in the firft perfon; which he no fooner perceived, 
but cutting his difcourfe fliort, he withdrew with many tears, much 
afflifted for the word which had efcaped him. The pofleffion of 
God was the objed of his longing and earneft defires night and 
day; and thefe were more vehement in the time of confolations 
than amidft croiTes and in adverflty. The contemplation of that 
Jay which would drown him in the boundleis ocean of eternal joy, 
was the comfort and fupport of his foul during his laft tedious and 
lingering illnefs, in which he bore great pains with the moft edify- 
ing filence and patience. Having exhorted his brethren to charity 
and regular difcipline, and received the laft facraments, lying on 
fackcloth and aflies, he calmly gave up his foul to God on the 3d 
of Auguft, 1 160. His body was found uncorrupt thirteen, and again 
forty-eight years after his death. Several miracles wrought by hi* 
relicks and interceffton are recorded by the authors of his life. His 
name occurs in the Englifh calendars, and in thofe of his Order. — • 
Sec hi* authentick life written by a difciple, extant in the Bollandifts : 

See alfo Manricjuex in the annaLs of his Order, and Le Nain. T. z# 
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St, DOMINIC K, Founder of the 

* m 

Friar Preachers, C. 



From the Chronicle of the Origin of this Order compiled by B. Jor- 
dan of Saxony : alfo from the five lives of this faints all writ- 
ten by cotemporary grave authors •> namely F. T^heodor'ick of 
Jfpo!da y Conftaniine bijhop of Orvieto^ Bartholomew biftjop of 
jTrent, F. Humbert and Nicholas Trevet. See his life elegantly 
compiled by F. . Touron : HJcewife F. James Echard, the learned 
French Do?ninican, De Script. Ord. S. Dominici, Y> I. 

A. D. 1221. 

* 

ST. DOMINICK was born, in 1170, at Calaruega, 
anciently called Calaroga, in Old Caftille, in the diocefc of 
Ofrna, He was of the illuftrious houfe of the Guzmans, 
which has been frequently enobled by alliances with divers 
royal families, and which ftill flourifhes divided into feveral 
branches, of which fome are grandees of the firft clafs, as 
the dukes of Medma-Sidonia, and of Medina de las Torres; 
the marquifes of Azdalcs, of Monte Alcgre, occ. the counts 
of Niebla, of Olivaris, &c. The duke of Medina- Sidonia 
who is chief of this noble houfe, is acknowledged patron of 
trie whole Order of St. Dominick. This honourable pedigree 
of our faint has been demonftrated by Echard ( 1), Touron (2) 
and Breinond (3), from the archives of Bologna drawn up in 
the faint's life-time, and from other undoubted monuments ol 
the fame age in which he lived : though a Chriflian derives 
his true nobility from his fpi ritual regeneration and grace, and 

it is the chief glory of the faints that they defpifed all worldly 

advantages 

CO James Kcliard liibl. Script. Ord. I'nidic. T- 1. (2) Touron 
Vie <li: t ? . Doinio. p. " |.|. (3) Jhemond, now general of tlm 
Order, in his \lilfn tauous entitled EpiJloU- ad quofditm vms tttulti»h 
\\v.. the iiollantl 1 , ivhn In lore the original authorities weic pro- 
duced, had cailea ua (jucuion this circumllance. 
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advantages for Chrift. St. Dominick's father was called Felix: 
0 f Guzman, and his mother was Jane of Afa, which family 
continues ftill in a flouriftiing condition in Spain. Their eldeft 
f 0 n Antony was a prieft, and devoted himfelf to the fervice of 
the poor in a hofpital, in which employment he died in the 
odour of fanfttty. Mames, the fecond, embraced our faint's 
Order, and followed him in his miffions. Dominick was the 
third, and had younger brothers. His mother whilft fhe was 
with child of him, dreamed that fhe brought forth a whelp 
which carried in its mouth a burning torch, with which it fet 
the whole world on fire. After his birth it was her firft care 
to procure him fpeedily the grace of baptifm, in which facra- 
ment he received the name of Dominick, in honour of a holy 
abbot called Dominick of Silos. By. her early inflr unions he 
was taught happily to turn the firft dawning of his rcafon to- 
wards his Creator. Such was his fervour in his childhood that 
he accuflomed himfelf to rife often in the night to pray, and leav- 
ing his foft bed ufed to take his reft lying on the hard boards. 
His uncle by the mother, the holy archprieft of Gumiel, was 
his firft preceptor. He aflifted with this uncle at all the di- 
vine offices ; and the reft of his time which his fludies and 
other necefTary duties left free, he devoted entirely to private 
prayer, ferious or pious reading, and charitable employments 5 
{pending none of his moments in the ufual amufements of 
youth, which yet may he fanctified by moderation and a good 
intention, inafmuch as fome exercife is neceffary in that tender 
age to maintain the vigour both of the body and mind. The 
faint at fourteen years of age was fent to the publick fchools 
of Palentia, which were foon after transferred to Salamanca, 
where the univcrfity, which is the molt famous and beft pro- 
vided in all Spain, was erected in the middle of the thirteenth 
century, Dominick here laid in a folid flock of learning, 
and became a great proficient in rhetorick, philofophy and di- 
vinity. He was well verfed in the knowledge of the holy fcrip- 
turcs and fathers. Inftru&cd by the oracle of the Holy Ghoft 
that the fpirit of the Lord refts only on e ha fie fouls, he watched 
with the utmoft attention over his heart, and its avenues, 
which are the fenfes ; thefe he kept in conflant fubjeclion by 
auftere mortification. Always walking in the prcfcncc of 
wod he made his converfation even with the virtuous very fhort* 
Hoards or the floor were the only bed on which he took his 
The death of his mother was a feniible afflicYion to him, 
but he improved it to a more perfect difengagemcnt of his 
lieai t from the world. From her example he had learned a 

tender devotion to the holy Mother of God, and an extraor- 
dinary 
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dinary affeSion for the poor ; to aflift whom in a famine he 
not only gave all his money and goods, but fold even his boob 
and his own writings and commentaries. This was in the 
twenty-firft year of his age. So heroick a charity touched 
the hearts of all the mafters, fcholars and citizens ; the latter 
opened their granaries, and the former emptied their purfes to 
fupply the neceflitous. Thus Dominick, yet a fcholar, be- 
came by his example a preacher to his mafters. The charity 
with which his heart was moved towards all that were in dif- 
trefs feemed to have no bounds. A pour woman one day 
begged of him with many tears an alms to redeem her brother 
who was made a flave by the Moors. The faint's heart feemed 
rent with companion, and having already given away all his 
money to others, he faid to her : cc 1 have neither gold nor 
* c filver ; but am able to work. Offer me to the Moor in 
* c exchange for your brother. I am willing to be his Have." 
The woman aftontfhed at fuch a propofal durft not accept 
it : but Dominick's charity was not lefs before God. As foon 
as he had finifhed his fludics and taken his degrees, he ex- 
plained the holy fcriptures in the fchools, and preached the 
word of God to the people at Palentia with wonderful reputa- 
tion and fuccefs. Every one looked upon the man of God as 
an oracle, confulted him in all doubts whether of learning or of 
confeience, and acquiefced in his decifions. Azebedo, a zeal- 
ous paftor, being made bifhop of Ofma in 1198, reformed his 
chapter, introducing into it regular canons of St. Auftin, and 
invited St. Dominick, who was a native of his diocefs, to ac- 
cept a canonry. The difciple of [efus Chrift believing that he 
heard tbe voice of God himfelf in that of his paftor, left Pa- 
lentia, and received the habit of the regular canons, being then 
twenty-eight years old (a). Blefled Jordan who was familiarly 
acquainted with St. Dominick informs us, that the holy canon 
had no fooner taken pofTeftion of his prebend, than he began 
to fliine as a bright ftar in the church of Ofma. He praciilctl 
all the aufterities of the ancient fathers of the defcrt, and at- 
tained to that purity of heart and perfect difengageinent from 

creatures 

that he never left the diocefs of 

Ofma whilil he remained in that 

chapter. Nor could he have 

converted Rcincrius the hcrefi- 

arch, afterwards the famous 

preacher in the Order of St. Do 

- • • • •" - to 



(a) Baillet is evidently mif- 
Saken when he antedates thefe 
four years, and again when he 
relates the faint's millions into 
Galicia, his being taken by pi- 
rates, &c. facts not mentioned 
by any original writer, and nb- 
folutcly inconfiftent with the nar- 
ratives of his difcipk:>, who agree 



minick in Italy, which JVcrm 1 
have been the work of St. I'd* 
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creatures which made up the character of thofe great faints. 
He read the conferences of Cafiian, and made them the rule 
of his conduct. Whilft he thus laboured to make his own 
foul pleafing to God, the fire of divine love was daily more 
and more enkindled in his breaft, and he was confumed with 
an ardent ^eal for the falvation of infidels and finners. To 
move the divine mercy to regard them with pity, he fpent often 
whole nights in the church at prayer, watering the fteps of 
the altar with abundance of tears, in which he was heard to 
figh and groan before the Father of mercy, in the earneftnefs 
and deep affliction of his heart ; never ceafing to beg with the 
greateft ardour, the grace to gain fome of thofe unhappy fouls 
toChrift. He ftudied to conceal from the eyes of men as 
much as poflible the holy feveriry with which he treated his 
cwn body : but its effedte appeared fenfibly in the decay of 
his ftrength. His bifhop therefore ordered him to mix a little 
v/ine with the water which he drank. He ftill found means 
to redouble the macerations of his flefli, as he faw the lofs of 
fouls and the offences of God multiplied by the growth of 
herefy and impiety. Since the reformation of the chapter the 
tides and offices of dean and provoft were changed into thofe 
of prior and fubprior. The bifhop himfelf was prior, and 
St. Dominick fubprior, or the immediate head and fuperiour 
of that body. He alfo aflifted his prelate in the government 
and reformation of the whole diocefs, and preached in it af- 
ficluoufly with incredible zeal and fruit during five years. 

Alphonfus JX. king of Caftille chofe the bifhop of Ofma to go 
cmbaiTadour into La Marche to negotiate a match between the 
daughter of the earl of that country, and his fon prince Fer- 
dinand. Some take this La Marche for a province in the 
north of Germany or in Sweden ; others for the territory of 
that name in Lirnofin in France. The bifhop took Dominick 
with him. In their way they palled though Languedoc which 
was then filled with the abominations of the herefy of the Al- 
bigenfes. He in whofc houfe they lodged at Touloufe was 
tainted with it. St. Dominick pierced to the heart with com- 
panion for the unhappy condition of his foul, in that one 
ni^ht made him a perfect convert. The treaty of marriage 
being concluded, the ambafladours returned to Spain ; but 
were fent back with a fumptuous equipage to conduit the 
princefs thither. They arrived at her father's houfe only to 
afiid at the melancholy ceremony of her funeral. Being de- 
lirous to devote themf'elves to labour for the converfion of 
fouls deprived of the light of faith, they fent back their equi- 

P A ge into Spain, and went thcmfelvcs to Rornc to afk of pope 

Innocent 
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Innocent III. leave cither to ftay in Languedoc to labour 
among the Albigenfes, or to go to preach the gofpel to the 
infidels in the north. His Hoiinefs charmed with their zeal 
and virtue, exhorted them rather to choofe the neighbour- 
ing harveft and to oppofe a herefy which threatened the church 
with the utmoft fury. The holy bifhop begged he might be 
allowed to refign his epifcopal fee in Spain. This his HolU 
nefs would not confent to, but gave him leave to ftay two 
years in Languedoc. In their return they made a vifit of de- 
votion to Citeaux, a place then renowned for the fanctity of 
the: monks that inhabited it. They arrived at Montpellier to- 
wards the end of the year 1205, where they met feveral 
Cifrercian abbots, who were commiflioned by the pope to op- 
pofe the reigning herefies. The archbifhop and Dominick 
propofed that, to labour with fuccefs, they ought to employ 
perfuafion and example rather than terrour; and that their 
preachers ftiould imitate the poverty of Chrift and the apoftles, 
travelling on foot, without money, equipage or provifiom. 
The abbots readily came into the propofal and fent away their 
horfes and fervants (a). Thefe miflionaries faw the dangers 

and 



(a) The Waldenfes or Vau- 
dois were fo called from Peter 
Valdo, a rich merchant of Lyons, 
who, about the year 1160, was 
fo flruck at the fudden death of 
one who fuddenly fell down and 
expired as they were converling 
together with fome other mer- 
chants, that he gave all his goods 
to the poor, and pretended to 
imitate the manner of living 
of the apoftles. Several others 
joineJ him, and they were called 

The poor men of Lyons/' 
They foon after began to preach 
and tench the people, in imita- 
tion of the apoltlcs, though they 
weie mere lay -men, and had 
110 iniflion. The clergy reproved 
them for this irregularity, and 
for affecting fuperflitioufly to 
wear a kind of iandals cut on 
the top to flicw their bare feet, 
fancying that the apollles went 
fo fhod : and the pope enjoined 

them iilcnce. Wanting humility 



to fubmit, and feeing the pope w 
whom fome of them applied for 
the approbation of their inftitute, 
reject it, as irregular and in fome 
things fuperltitious, they haugh- 
tily gave out, that the clergy 
condemned them becauie they 
envied their fan cl:ity and morals. 
Nor was it long before they 
added herefy to their enthufiafm 
and difobediencc. Pope Lu- 
cius IIL excommunicated them. 
Their feci: being fpread in Lan- 
guedoc, Alphonfus If. king of 
Arragon, condemned them in 
1 194, and Laniard archbifhop of 
Narbonne, in a conference con- 
victed them of many errours in 
faith. Raincrius Sacho, who 
from a minilter of the Walden- 
fes became a catholick and a 
Dominican friar in 1250, in Ins 
treatife againg theWalclenfb.tclls 
us, that ' among other crrours, 
they aflirmcd that tin: church had 

failed «vcr fmcc St. Sylveilcr by 
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and difficulties that attended their undertaking, but they were 
perf'uaded they ftiould be abundantly recompenfed for all they 
Vo l. III. B b could 



porTerTing temporalities ; that it 
is unlawful for the clergy to 
have eftates or prebends, and 
that they ought to work with 
their hands as the apoflles did ; 
that no rents or tythes ought to 
be paid to them, and nothing 
bequeathed to churches : that 
all bifhops are murderers, be- 
caufe they tolerate wars ; that it 
is never lawful to fwear ; and 
that a man ought rather to die 
than take an oath even in .a 
court of judicature, and upon 
any necefiity. They condemned 
all ecclefiaftical judgments ; alfo 
all princes and judges, pretend- 
ing that it is never lawful to 
punilh malefactors, or to put 
any man to death. They denied 
purgatory, and rejected prayers 
for the dead, indulgences, all 
feftivals,evenEafter-day; alfo the 
invocation of faints, and venera- 
tion of images, croifes or relicks : 
they affirmed ,that. abfolution or 
any other facrament is null,, if 
adminitt red by. a bad prieft : but 
that a good laick has power to 
remit fins, and to confer • the 
Holy Ghoft by the impofition of 
hands: that ;t is a grievous fin 
for a man to cohabit with his 
wife when flic is pad child- 
bearing. They rc-jettcd the ex- 
urcifins, benedictions, and fu re- 
lics in baptifm, and faid that the 
walking of infants did not avail 
tjiem. Concerning the cucha- 
rin, tlicy faid t.hat priefta who ■ 
arc i'i mortal fin, cannot conic- 
crattv, and that tranfubilantiation 
j J ,not c ft c cited, in the handy of 
"in who coniecratcs unworthily, 
W in the mouth of him who 
receives worthily. They reject- 



ed the canon of the mafs, only 
reciting in the vulgar tongue 
the words of confecration. They 
taught that all the laicks are as 
. fo many priefts, and that it i* 
better to confefs to a good laiclc 
than to a bad prieft. Pelicdor- 
iius, who wrote againfl the Wal- 
denfes one hundred years after 
Reinerius, gives the fame hiftory 
of their original, and afcribes to 
them the fame errours. The 
. Waldenfes or Vau^Jois fubfiftecl 
in certain valleys of Piedmont* 
till in 1530, (Ecolampadius and 
the Sacramentarians of Switzer- 
land entered into a treaty with 
them, but could not bring it to> 
- any conclufion. Six years after 
this, Farel and other CaJviniftical 
minifters, by Ihewing them thaC 
their temporal fafety made it ne- 
oeflary, effected an union, buft 
obliged them to rejeel ieveral 
errours which they maintained, 
and to acknowledge that a 
Chriftian might fome times law- 
fully fwear before a inagiftrate* 
..and punifh malefactors with 
death ; alfo that the minifters of 
the altar might poffefs fomething; 
,as their own property, and thac 
wicked minifters validly confer 
the lacraments. They Jikcvvifes 
engaged them to maintain thac 
the body of Chrift. is not in tha 
cuchariit, and that there it; no 
neceflity of confciling one's Jius, 
whfch pointy were contrary to 
their former doctrine, Notwith* 
/lauding this union, moll of the 
Vauilois adhered to their own 
principles till in 1630, they were 
compelled for protection to re- 
ceive Calviniflical miniflers. On 
the VY'uldenfce and Albigcnfcs 

fee 
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could fuffer if they fhould be fo happy as to become inftru men- 
tal in refcuing one foul from the flavery of fin, or to lay down 

their 



fee BofTuet, in his Hiftory of the 
Variations, In. De Marca, in 
the Hiftory of Beam. Fleury 
B. 73. n. 12. F. Fontenai, in the 
9th, 10th, and 1 ith Tomes of the 
Continuation of F. LonguevaPs 
Church Hiftory of France, and 
the late Hillory of Languedoc). 

Other herefies prevailed in 
thefe parts in the izth and 
13th centuries. The Petrobru- 
fians took their name from 
Peter Bruys, a native of Dau- 
phine. He was yet young when 
he commenced reformer ; began 
by a moft auftere fmgular man- 
ner of life to gain a reputation 
among the populace and women, 
though the writers of that age 
accufe him of covering moft 
Wicked anions and corrupt mo- 
rals under an hypocritical garb. 
He went , very forrily clothed, 
and his ordinary retreats were 
the cottages of peafants. Hav- 
ing a ready tongue, he firfr. gained 
attention by declaiming againfl: 
the riches and manners of the 
clergy, and afterwards boldly 
fowed his en ours in Provence, 
Languedoc and Gafcony. Peter 
the Venerable, abbot of Cluni, 
who wrote againfl them, re- 
duces them to five,viz.That he de- 
nied the validity of infant bap- 
tifm : Condemned the ufe of 
churches and altars ; and when- 
ever his rabble was ftrong enough , 
beat them down : Rejected the 
mafs : Denied that alms and 
prayers avail the dead, and forbad 
the ringing of the divine praifes 
in churches : Rejected the vene- 
ration of crofTcs, broke them 
down, and made bonfires of the 

wood, on which he boiled great 



pots of broth and meat, for a 

banquet to which he invited the 
poor. Peter Abailard (In trod, 
ad Theol. p. 1086) and other 
writers of that age give the fame 
account of his herefies. He was 
taken, ftrangled and his body 
burnt for his riots, at St. Gile's, 
in j 126. His difciple Henry, a 
pretended hermit, an eloquent 
but illiterate man, propagated 
his errours. Hildebert, the zeal- 
ens and pious bilhop of Mans, 
famous for his elegant letters, 
fermons and other works, tells 
us that while he went to Rome 
to procure the pope's leave to 
retire to* Cluni (which he did not 
obtain) that hypocrite who went 
barefoot even in the middle of 
winter, and eat and flept on 
fome hill in the open air, ob- 
tained fubreptitioufly leave to 
preach penance in his diocefj. 
When he had gained crowds of 
innumerable followers, by rail- 
ing againfl their fuperiours and 
the clergy, then he openly dif- 
covered his herefies. Regardlefs 
of the cenfures which the clergy 
fulminated againfl: him, he con- 
tinued his feditious difcourfes, 
tli o ugh the clergy 'convicted him 
of having committed adultery on 
WhWunday, &c. Fanaticifm of- 
ten ex'tinguiflies all fenfc of nio- 
defty arid decency. Henry at- 
taching lewd women to his par- 
ty, perfuaded them that they ob- 
tained the pardon of all pail fins 
by publick immodeftics in the 
church, and made innumerably 
marriages among the people, all 
which he caufed to be contracted 
with the like flianieful ce.cmo- 

nics, as is related in the tofo"T 
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their life in fuch a caufe. The prodigious growth of impiety 
in that country, and the obftinacy of the difeafe. moved them 

B b z to 



0 f the* bifhop of Mans (Adta 
Epifc. Cenoman). Hildebert, 
upon his return, was furprifed 
to fee the havock which the 
wolf had made in his flock* but 
in a fliort time regained their 
€onfidence, convicted Henry pub- 
lick!/ of ignorance and impof- 
ture, and obliged him to leave 
his diocefs, and return to hi3 
own country (Hift. de l'Egl. de 
Fr. 1. 22. T. 8. p. 191). Ar- 
nold of Brefcia, taught the fame 
doftrine with thefe hereticks 
concerning infant baptifm and 
the facraments, and alfo that 
the pope and bifhops cannot 
hold any temporal eftates which 
ought to be given to kings or 
the commonwealth. He had dog- 
matized in Lombardy and Swit- 
zerland, when, upon informa- 
tion that many feditious perfons 
at Rome deft red to fee him there, 
he repaired thither* and ftirred 
up great difturbances, attempt- 
ing to reftorc the fenate, under 
fixfucceeding popes, Innocent II. 
Celeftine II. Lucius II. Euge- 
nius JIT. Honorius II. Anafla- 
cius IV. and Adrian IV. the 
Engliflipope. Under this laft, 
lie was obliged to fly to Otricoii 
> n uc 5;, and being taken was 
brought back to Rome, and 
Condemned by the governour 
to be hanged and burnt. (See 
Baronius and Spondan). The 
blowers of this herciiarch 
were called Publicans or Pop- 
mm. They became powerful 
'Hiafcony, and poflefled them- 
Mves there of fevcral callles. 
V ,u fouthern countries of France 
uU'o deeply infected with 

w poifon of the Manichees, 
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which had been introduced front 
the Eaft: into Europe. Jt pene- 
trated into Bulgary in the eighth 
century, whence thefe hereticks 
were often called in Europe Bul- 
garians. In the twelfth cen- 
tury, the army of Frederick be- 
ing compofed of many fuch$ 
thefe communicated their dan^ 
gerous principles to many male- 
contents in Lombardy during 
the wars : out of which coun- 
try they fpread throughout 
Provence, Languedoc and Gaf- 
cony under the names of Ca- 
thari or Puritans, New Mani- 
chees, New Arians, Bons-hom-. 
mes, &c. This laft name they 
acquired by their affected hy~ 
pocrify, and were known by'ic 
when they were cited and ex- 
amined as to their faith, by a 
council held at Lombes in Gaf- 
cony, eight leagues from Tou- 
loufe. Being interrogated by 
the bifhop of Lodeve, by order 
of the bifliop of AIbi, they de- 
clared, that they did not receive 
the law of Mofes, nor the pro- 
phets, nor the pfalms, but only 
the books of the New Tene- 
ment : that they believed any 
good man, whether pricft: or 
laick, could confecrate the Eu- 
chariil : that contrition and con- 
ftiffion fufliced for the pardon of 
fins without penances, falls, 
ahnfdecds or the like: that bi- 
fhops who have not the qualifi- 
cations required by St. Paul, are 
wolves and devourers, not pallors, 
and that no obedience is due to 
them, Sec. Their errours were 
confuted by Pontius, archbilhop 
of Narbonne, Arnulphns bilhop 

of NUmes, and two abbota, who* 

only 
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to compaflion, 
itemed extreme 



but did not terrify them, though the evils 
The hereticks not content to fill their own 

country 



©nly made ufe of the New Tefta- 
ment againft them. After which 
a folemn fentence was pro- 
nounced, in 1 1 76, by the bifhop 
of Lodeve in the name of the 
council, condemning thefe he- 
retical opinions, and excommu- 
nicating Oliver and the other 
hereticks of Lombes, and all 
others who held the fame doctrine 
with them. The hereticks pro- 
tended againft the fentence, fay- 
ing the bifhop who pronounced 
it was an heretick, an hypocrite 
and their enemy : and that 
none of the bimops were pallors, 
but hirelings. 

Thefe hereticks were named 
.Albigenfes towards the begin- 
ning of the twelfth age, not 
from Albe in the Vivarais, as 
J)e Thou conjectures, but either 
from the city Albi, or rather, as 
the learned authors of the hiftory 
of Languedoc fliew, from the 
province called ever fince the 
fifth century Albigcnfis, and the 
people Albigenfes, about Be- 
zicrs and Caftres. They were 
compofod of all the former feels, 
and differed in opinions among 
themfclves, Alanus, a Ciiter- 
cian monk, who for his flcill in 
all the faiences, was furnamed at 
Paris TheUniverfal Doclor,wrote 
two books againft the Albigenfes 
and Waldcnfei about the year 
121 2 : and Peter of Vaux-Sernay, 
a Ciilercian monauery in the clio- 
cefs of Paris, who accompanied 
his abbot Guy into Languedoc 
(he being one of the twelve Cif- 
teriian abbots commilhoned by 
Innocent 111. to preach againft 
the Albigenfes) wrote, by order 
©f that pope, an hiftory of the 



Albigenfes. Thefe two writers 
charge them in general with 
the f ollowing errours : they own- 
ed two Principles or Creators, 
the one good, the other bad ; the 
former the creator of the invifible 
fpi ritual world, the latter, the 
creator of bodies, the tutor of 
the Jewifh difpenfation, and au- 
thor of the Old Teftament : they 
admitted two Chrifts, the one 
bad who appeared upon earth, 
and the other good who never 
lived in this world : they denied 
the refurrection of the flefh, and 
believed that our fouls were 
demons, confined to our bodies 
in punifhment of fins committed 
by them in a former ftate of ex- 
igence : they condemned all the 
facraments, rejeaed baptifm as 
ufelefs, abominated the Eucharift, 
praclifed neither confeffion nor 
penance, believed marriage un- 
lawful, and ridiculed purgatory, 
praying for the dead, images, 
crucifixes and the ceremonies or 
the church. They diftinguifhed 
themfelves into two forts, the 
Perfe&, who boafted of living 
continently, neither eat flefli, nor 
eggs, nor cheefe, abhorred ly- 
ing, and never fworc : and W 
Believers, who lived and eat as 
other men did, and were irregu- 
lar in their manners, but were 
perfuaded that they wcrcfowd 
by the faith of the Pcrfcft, and 
that none of thofc that received 
the impofttion of their hand 

were damned. Luke, bifoop 

ofTuyin Spain, about the year 
1270. wrote three books »gai»« 
the 7 Albigenfes. In the fa* J 
ellablilhcs the inrcrceflion 01 

faints, pugatory, and prayers m 
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county with terrour and defolation, over-ran feveral other 
provinces in troops of four, five or eight thoufand men, pillaged 
V B b 3 the 



the dead : in the fecond, the fa- 
craments, facrifice and bene- 
dictions of the church, and the 
veneration of croffcs and images : 
and in the third, he detects their 
fallacies, lyes, diffembling of their 
fentiments, fetting up falfe mi- 
racles, corrupting the writings of 

catholick doctors. Rainerius 

above quoted fays the Cathari 
were divided into three general 
feels ; one of which, called the 
Albanois, had two heads, one 
whom they called bifhop of Ve- 
rona in Italy, the other was one 
John of Lyons in France. He 
informs us that the common 
errours of the Cathari were, that 
the devil was the author of this 
world, that marriage is a mor- 
tal fin, as well as the eating of 
flefli, eggs, and cheefe ; and that 
there is no purgatory. They al- 
lowed of four facraments, but 
fuch as agreed only in name 
with thofe of the church ; for 
inftead of baptifm they made ufe 
of the imposition of hands ; in- 
ftead of confecrating the eu- 
charift, they bleiTed a loaf be- 
fore meals, and after having 
laid the Lord's prayer, broke it, 
and diilributed it to all that were 
prefent : they taught that the 
impofition of hands remits en- 
tirely the pun ilh ment and guilt 
of fin, and made no confeflion 
befidcs a publick acknowledge- 
ment of their (ins in general : 
they allowed of four degrees of 
orders, the bifhop, the iirit fon, 
the fecond fbn, and the deacon : 
they denied purgatory, and the 
reiurreclion of the body. Amont? 



is committed by the lower part 
of the body. The Ortlibenfes 
or Orbibarians denied the Tri- 
nity, taught that Jefus Chrifl 
was the Ion of Jofeph and Mary, 
and that he did not fuffer really, 
believed the world eternal, de- 
nied the refurreclion and the laft 
judgment, &c. Thus Rainerius. 
it mufl be obferved from the 
cotemporary authors, that among 
the hercticks of that age, two 
forts of errours prevailed. The 
firft were common to all the he- 
reticks of that century, for the 
Albigenfes and Cathari adopted 
the errours of the Waldenfes 
againft the hierarchical order of 
the church, its ufages, ceremo- 
nies and facraments : and to 
thefe a fpirit of revolt which 
prevailed in many places, gave 
rife ; for men could not with- 
draw themfelves from fuperiours 
without making a breach, and 
feeking fome cover. The fe- 
cond fort of errouis was peculiar 
to certain fects which fell into 
flrange extravagancies and abo- 
minable difordcrs. Thefe who 
came under the general name of 
Albigenfes or New Manichccs, 
made great progrefs in the 
fouthern parts of France, under 
the protection of certain power- 
ful princes, and the lure of inde- 
pendence and of rich fpoils. 

Charles the Bald, king of 
France, in 855, made Raymund, 
fon of the govcrnour of Toil- 
loufe, hereditary govcrnour and 
count, refcrving only a homag*; 
to be paid to himfell and fuccef- 
fours. Raymund V. the tenth 
fovereien count; of Touloijfo, 
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the countries, and maflacred the priefts, flaying fome alive 
and fcourging others to death : in plundering the churches 

they 



of Provence died a zealous ca~ 
tholick, in 1194. His fon Rai- 
mund VI. openly protected thefe 
impious hereticks, who in armed 
troops expelled the bifhops, 
priefts and monks, demolifh- 
ed monafteries, amd plundered 
churches. They were alfo coun- 
tenanced in their feditions and 
violences by the earls of Foix 
and Comminge, the vifcount of 
Beam, and other princes in thofe 
parts. Pope Innocent III. or- 
dered Arnold, abbot of Citeaux, 
to employ his monks in preach- 
ing againft thefe hereticks in 
Languedoc. Accordingly twelve 
abbots of that Order were chareed 
with that commiffion. But the 
princes oppofed their endea- 
vours, and Peter of Chateau- 
neuf, a Ciftercian monk, the 
pope's legate in Lauguedoc, who 
exerted his authority againft the 
hereticks, was alTaflinated on the 
banks of the Rhone, near the 
town of St. Gile's, where he 
and fome other mifiionaries were 
corning out from a conference 
with the count of Touloufe, in 
1208. The pope excommuni- 
cated the murderers, and efpe- 
cially the count of Touloufe, 
who was looked upon as the prin- 
cipal author ; and exhorted Phi- 
lip Augullus, king of France, 
and the lords of that kingdom, 
to raife a crufade againft the 
Aihigenfes and the {aid count. 
Kayn.und had often made his 
peace with the church ; but his 
repentance not being fmcere, he 
changed every moment. Seeing 
now an army afTembled againit 
him he reconciled himfelf to the 
pope, and engaged himfelf to 



reeftablifh the bifhops of Car- 
pentras and Vaifon, to maintain 
the liberties and immunities of 
churches, and to abandon and 
expel the hereticks, fubmitting 
himfelf and his fucceflburs to 
the forfeiture of his eftatcs if he 
did not obferve what was con- 
tained in his oath. The cru- 
fards wore their crofTes on their 
breads, not on their moulders as 
in the wars againft the Saracens. 
They afTembled at Lyons in 
1 209, and having then no more 
conteft with the count of Tou- 
loufe, befieged Beziers where 
the Albigenfes had fortified 
themfelves, and having taken 
the town by aflault, barbaroufly 
put the inhabitants to the fword 
to the number of fifteen thou- 
fand. The inhumanity of which 
action is not to be palliated, 
though the inhabitants of that 
town were robbers and plun- 
derers, and guilty of all manner 
of crimes, as Peter of Vaux- 
Sernay (c. 16.) and from him 
Fleury obferve : and though the 
innocent perifhed by their own 
fault by rcfufmg to feparate 
themfelves from the guilty, when 
required fo to do. The army 
alfo took CarcafTone, and after 
this chofe for their general Simon 
of Montfort, the feventh count 
of Montfort, which title is taken 
from Montfort-Amauri, a place 
ten leagues from Paris. This 
Simon had fignalized himfelf for 
his valour in the wars againll the 
Saracens in the Eaft. Mis zeal 
and piety equalled him to the 
apoftolick men, fays Joinville, 
He every clay heard inais and 

faid the oflice of the church, 

went 
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they broke and profaned the facred veffcls, and fecrHegioufly 
converted the ornaments of the altars into womens clothes. 
Kin* Philip Auguftus -cut in pieces ten thoufand of thefe ban- 
ditti°in the province of Berri, they having penetrated into the 
very center of his kingdom (2). Dominick undertook to ftem 
3 B b 4 th« 

(2) Le Gendre Hift. de Fr. T. 2. p. 364. 



went every week to confeffion, 
and behaved on many occafions 
as a true chriftian hero. Never- 
thelefs, in Languedoc the cru- 
fards exereifed cruelties and 
injutfices which no principles 
could juftify. Crimes and fe- 
ditions are not to fc*e punifhed or 
revenged by other crimes. Ava- 
rice, ambition or revenge in 
many only covered themlelves 
under a cloak of zeal for reli- 
gion. The count of Touloufe 

lull perfifting to fuccour the Al- 

bigenfes, and breaking his other 
engagements, was excommuni- 
cated by the pope's legate, and 
war was proclaimed againft him 
by Simon of Montfort, who 
being befieged in Caftelnau by 
the count of Foix, defeated him, 
and obliged him to retire. Peter, 
king of Arragon, being related 
to the count of Touloufe, came 
to his fuccour, and with the 
counts of Touloufe, Foix, Ccm- 
mlnge and Beam, at the head 
of above a hundred thoufand 
men, befieged Simon in Murct, a 
fmall town on the Garonne, near 
Touloufe. Simon made a vigorous 
fally with only a thoufand men, 
and with this final! body threw the 
whole army into diforder,and the 
king of Arragon being killed in 
the engagement, all his troops fled 
and dilbanded themfelvcs. Upon 
this victory the city of Touloufe 
furrendered itfelf, and in 1215 
the pope confirmed to Simon 
that county, the dutchy of Na*- 



bonne, and all the other eftates 
of Raymund, on condition that 
he received the inveftiture from 
the king of France, and paid 
him the feodal rights. Ray- 
mund, however, recovered the 
city of Touloufe, and Simon 
was flain whilft he befieged it 
the fame year. His younger fon 
Simon inherited his title of earl 
of Leicester with his eftates in 
England, and fettling here be- 
came an active malecontent in 
the barons wars againft Hen- 
ry III. But his eldcft fon A- 
mauri fucceeded him in Mont- 
fort and Touloufe ; and finding 
himfelf too weak to maintain 
thefe conquefts in Languedoc, 
furrendered them to king Lewis 
VIII. and was made conftable of 
France. Raymund VI. died un- 
der the cenfures of the church, 
in IZ22, though in his la ft mo- 
ments he profefled himfeif peni- 
tent. His fon Raymund VI L 
reconciled himfelf to the 
church, and received from St. 
Lewis the counties of Touloufe 
and Agen. His only daughter 
and hcirefs married Alphonfus, 
count of Poitierfi, brother to St. 
Lewis ; and Ihe dying without 
children, thefe eftates fell to 
Philip III. king of France. 
King Lewis VIII. carried on 
the war in perfon againft the 
Albigenfes, who were extin- 
guiihed during the minority of 
Lewis IX. Bam age (I lift, de 
F Egl. 1. 24.) pretends that the 

Albigenfes 
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the torrent by his feeble voice : and God was pleafed to make 
his preaching the inftrument of his grace to ftrike the rocks, 
to open the uncircumcifed ears, and to foften the hardened 
hearts of many which even the thunder of a St. Bernard had 
not been able to move. The converfion of many moft ob- 
ftinate iinners may be regarded as the greateft of our faint's 
miracles. 

The firft conference of the miffionaries with the hereticks 
was held in a borough near Montpellier, and lafted eight days: 
during which each day feveral remarkable conyeriions were 
wrought. The apoftolick men preached after this, eight days 
;at Beziers, where they gained feveral, though the far greater 
number fliut their ears againfl the catholick faith. Diego 
and Dominick proceeded thence to Carcaflbne and Montreal. 
At this laft place they difputed during fifteen days with the 
four chiefs of the Albigenfian fe&, by which conference a hun- 
dred and fifty perfons were brought over to the truth. St. Domi- 
nick drew up in writing a fhort expofition of the catholick faith, 
-with proofs of each article from the New Teftament. ^ This 
writing he gave to the hereticks to examine. Their miniftcrs 
and chiefs, after much altercation about it, agreed to throw 
'it into the fire, faying that if it burnt they would regard the 
doctrine which it contained as falfe. Being caft thrice into 
the flames it was not damaged by them. Neverthelefs, only 
one officer that was prefent, and afterwards pubhckly attefted 
the miracle, was converted by it. This Peter of Vaux- 
Sernay (3) allures us he heard St. Dominick himfelf relate. At 
Fanjaux the bifhop and St. Dominick were met by Arnold, 
abbot of Citeaux, and twelve other abbots, and another great 
difputation was there held with the hereticks before arbitrators. 
The judges and minifters here propofed to caft the fame writ- 
ing of St. Dominick into the fire. All prefent agreed to this 
trial, and a great fire being made in the middle of the com- 
pany, it was again thrice thrown into it, and as often taken 
vut without receiving any damage. This miracle is recorded 

by 

(3) Pctr. Vallif. Plift. Albig. c- 7- Flcuiy 1. 76. n. zB. 

Albigcnfcs were not generally clergy of their cftatcs fceins to 

IVJamchces, but agreed in doc- have been the capital principle 

trine with the Wa'klcnfes. That chiefly of the Waldonics, ami 

foine of thefe latter were inter- the fource of the diloidcis by 

iniugled with the Manichccs in which they became enemies to 

jLanguedoe feems not to be pub lick peace, and to the WW 

doubled ; and to diipoffii* jthc of civil Jpcicry. 
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5y Jordan, and by the ancient wrirer5"*of~St. Domi nick's life : 
and Theodorick of Apolda, Bernard Guidonis and F. Hum- 
bert cxprefly a fibre us that this miracle at Fanjeaux muft not 
be confounded with the like which had been wrought before at 
Montreal. This latter was performed in the caltle of Ray- 
mund Durfort, whofe pofterity built in it a chapel in honour of 
St. Dominick, and gave this caftle to his Order (4). The 
fruit of this publick miracle was the converfion of great numbers 
of hereticks of both fexes. St. Dominick faw with grief that 
many children of catholick parents, for want of the means of 
procuring a proper education, were neglected in their youth, 
or fell into the hands of thofe that corrupted their morals or 
their faith. To cut off the fource of this fatal diforder, being 
afiifted by the liberalities of feveral bifhops, he founded the nu- 
merous nunnery of our Lady of Prouile, near Fanjaux, in 
1206, which he put under the rule of St. Aulfin, adding 
certain particular conftitutions, which were approved by Gre- 
gory IX. This houfe became a fanctuary to many ladies 
who defired to find a fecure retreat from the corruption of 
the world, and a nurfery of religion and piety for thofe who 
were afterwards to encounter its dangers. This monaftery is 
regarded to this day as the chief or mother-houfe of all the nuns 
of this Order. In 1207, a great conference was opened be- 
tween the catholick preachers and the hereticks, in the palace 
of Ramund Roger, count of Foix, who treated both parties 
in their turns at his table. His countefs and one of his lifters 
followed the Waldenfes ; his other fitter adhered to the Albi- 
genfes. The iflue of this difputation was the conversion of a 
great number of hereticks of diftinclion, and of him who had 
been appointed judge or arbitrator, a man of learning, who 
had been a warm abettor of the feet of the Albigcnfes. After 
this conference the Ciftcrciaus returned to their monafteries, 
and the holy bifliop of Ofma to his diocefs, the two years 
allowed him by the pope being almoft expired. The here- 
ticks themfclves had a great opinion of his famflity, and called 
him one of the predeftinate. JHe died loon aftei hia arrival at 
Olivia. 

Me had been almoft two years fuperiour of the million in 
Langucdoc, in which charge, at his departure, he appointed 
St. Dominick his fucccflbur, to whom pope Innocent 111. con- 
firmed the fame in 1207. The faint veiled with this autho~ 
htv eflablilhcd wholefome regulations to be obferved by the 
Zealous preachers who laboured with him. Some (late from 

ilm 
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this time, but improperly, the inftitution of his Order. The 
murder of the pope's legate Peter of Caftelnau or Chateau- iieuf, 
who was aflaffinated by a fervant of the count of Touloufe 
;and another ruffian, on the 15th of January, 1 208, and other 
outrages committed by the hereticks, fet all Chriftendom in a 
flame, and an army was fet on foot to extirpate the authors of 
thefe violences. St. Dominick had no fliare in thole tranfao 
tions, and made ufe of no other arms to repulfe injuries than 
thofe of meeknefs and patience. He never complained of any 
affronts or evils which he received, courageoufly encountered 
every danger wherever the good of fouls called him ; being 
defirous to glorify God by fhedding his blood in his caufe if 
called to fuch a happinefs, and heftudied only to procure all ther 
good in his power to thofe who hated and persecuted him. A 
certain heretick, who ^vas unknown to the faint, offered him- 
felf one day to be his guide : but led him through rough 
ways over ftones and briars, fo that; the faint's feet were much 
wounded, for he always walked barefoot. The meeknefs with 
Which Dominick received the affront, and the joy with which 
he comforted his treacherous guide when he faw him in con- 
fufion, calling his blood the fubjeel: of his triumph, fo moved 
the heretick that he became a catholick. At another time the 
hereticks pofted two aflaflins to murder the faint at a place be- 
tween Prouille and Fanjaux, which to this day from that black 
attempt retains the name of Al ftccari ; but he efcaped their 
hands. Afterwards fome of that party afked the faint what he 
would have done if he had met them : " I would have thanked 
«* God," faid he, " and would have begged as a favour that 
« my blood might have been let out drop by drop, and my 
«< limbs lopt off one by one, to prolong my torments, and 
* c enhance my crown : " with which anfwer his enemies were 
exceedingly affe&ed A poor man, infeaed with thche- 



{b) Monriquez and Baillet 
make the legate Peter of Cailel- 
nau the ftrft inquifitor, in 1204. 
Fleury (!- 73- n. 54-) dates the 
origin of that tribunal from the 
decree of the council of Verona 
in 1 184, in which it is ordained 
that the biftiops in Lombardy 
lYuike diligent fcarch to detect 
hereticks, and deliver up thofe 
that arc obilinatc to the civil ma- 
pjllrate to be corporally punilhcd. 

JVlalvcnda (ad an. 1215.) lays 



that St. Dominick received from 
the pope a com million like that 
before fent to Peccr of Caitelnnu, 
to judge and deliver to punifli- 
ment apollates, relapfcd and ob- 
ilinatc hereticks. Whence lomc 
have called St. Dominick the 
full inquifitor, as the Bollandiits 
fhew in a long difleitation (Aug. 
T i). But Touron obferves 
(ch. 13. p. 88.; that the Albi- 
genfes inLangucdoc neither were, 

nor could be the object of fuch a 

court 
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refy of the Albigenfes, confefled the abominations of that fec% 
but declared he could not abandon thofe upon whom he de- 
pended for his daily fubfiftence. St. Dominick hearing him 
make this anfwer, was moved with fo "tender a compaffion 
for a foul upon the brink of perifhing, that he offered to fell 
himfelf for a flave to procure this man means for his fub- 
fiftence that he might ferve God , and he would have done it, 
had not God furniftied the poor man with a provifiorj other 
ways, fays B. Jordan and Theodorick. When the army of 
the crufade approached, the faint redoubled his earneftnefs 
among an obftinate people, and faved many. When he went 
among the crufards, the diforders, vices and ignorance of 
the myfteries of faith and duties of a chriftian life, which 
he found in many who had joined that army merely for the 
fake of plunder, moved his companion and zeal, and he la- 
boured among them with no lefs diligence than he had done 
among the Albigenfes. The count of Montfort was fo taken 
with his fan£Hty, that he thought he could never give him fuffi- 
cient marks of his affeclion and efreem. The condition of 
this disjointed army was fuch that the troops of which it was 

compofed 



court as an inquifition while St. 
Dominick preached there : far 
from being occult, they were 
armed, preached publickly, and 
had the princes in their intereft. 
He, fecondly, takes notice that 
St, Dominick is never mentioned 
by the original authors of his 
life to have employed againft 
the hcreticks any other arms than 
thofe of inftruclion and prayer, 
in which they defcend to a very 
particular detail. Manftt in To- 
hfam's partibtis multo tempore . . . nrir 
per omnia apoflolicus 9 propugnans 
fiifon, expugnans barefim verbis % 
exemplh, miraculir, fays Theo- 
dorick of Apolda, c. 2- n. 33. 
Whence F. Fontenai (Cont. of 
1\ LongucvaPa Hiftory of the 
church of France T. 11. 1, 35. 
P« 90 & 129) lays judicioufly 
that the Cittcrcian monks were 
firlt charged with a commiflion 
hy the pope to denounce the Al- 

l%enles. to the civil magiilratc, 



where it could be done : which 
was a prelude to the inquifition : 
the project of which court was 
firft formed in the council of 
Toaloufe in 1229: and pope 
Gregory IX. in 1233, nominated 
two Dominican friars in Langue- 
doc the firft inquifitors, as Wil- 
liam of Puy-Laurens, chaplain 
to Raymund VII. count of Toil- 
loufe, in his Chronicle (c. 43.) 
and Bernard Guidonis relate. 
This tribunal has been Uncc 
ellablifticd under different regu- 
lations in foine parts of Italy, in 
Malta, Spain and Portugal : 
whilll other kingdoms have al- 
ways been moll jealous to ex- 
clude it. The author of the 
Hiftory of Languedoc ( T. 3. 
1. 21. p. 13.) fays that Raincr 
and Guy, two Ciitercian monks, 
in 1198, were firft charged with 
the functions of thofe who were 

afterward called ljiquifuors. 
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compofed returned home as they pleafed, after having fcrved 
forty days, and the general who fometimes faw two hundred 
thoufand men under his banner, was often fo much abandoned 
as to be fcarce able to aflemble a thoufand. At a time when 
he had with him only twelve hundred men, he was attacked 
by an army of above a hundred thoufand, fome fay two hun- 
dred thoufand. Yet St. Dominick aflured him God would 
grant him a glorious victory. The count of Montfort threw 
himfelf into Muret, a fmall fortrefs, and in a fally on the 
1 2th of September, IJI3, by his incredible valour and ad- 
drefs routed and difperfed this great army, which left the king 
of Arragon and fixteen thoufand men dead in the field. This 
prediction was the only {hare which the original hiflorians men- 
tion St. Dominick to have had in this war, whatever certain 
moderns with Baillet may affirm. The continuators of Bol- 
landus pretend, that in quality of inquifitor he delivered thofc 
among the Albigenfes that were taken, and perfifted obftinate, 
to the fecular judges, that they might put them to death. But 
this is mere conjecture founded on miftake, as the learned fa- 
thers Echard (5) and Touron (6) have fhewn. St, Dominick 
never appears to have any way concurred to the execution of an/ 
of thofe unhappy perfons that then fuftered. The authors of his life 
mention, that by his credit and intreaties, he faved the life of a 
young man who was going to the place where he was to be 
burnt, the faint afTuring the judges that he would die in the catho- 
lick faith : which was verified when fome years after he became 
a zealous catholick, and made a happy end in the holy Or- 
der of our faint. But the original hiflorians mention no other 
arms to have been ufed by him againft the hereticks than thofe 
of inftruction, patience, penance, fafting, watching, tears and 
prayer. So ardent was his zeal for the falvation of fouls, that 
he was confumed with a burning dclire to facrifice for them his 
liberty, health and life. Inured to continual labours, he was 
indefatigable in his apoftolick functions ; and the grcateft dif- 
ficulties, far from abating, fecmed to raife his courage, and 
to give new vigour to his heroick foul. To his incredible la- 
bours he added the aufterities of penance. He often allowed 
himfelf, in his fafts, efpecially during all lent, no other nou- 
rifhmcnt than bread and water j and (pending with his com- 
panion a great part of the night in prayer, he referved only :t 
lhoit time for veil, which he took lying on a board. Rcpard- 

lefs of dangers, he never difcontmued his millions or preaching 

among 



(5) Echard De Script. Ord. Privdic. T. r. p. 55, 8S. (6) Ch« l J « 
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among the Albigenfes, how much foever their rage was ex- 
afperated. He often boldly expofed himfeif to the moft cruel 
torments and death among them ; he even courageoufly met a 
band of ruffians near Carcaffone, who were ftill reaking with 
the blood of a Ciftercian abbot and monk whom they had bar- 
baroufly flain. But God was his protestor, and prayer hia 
fhield and ftrength. During the great battle of Muret, St. 
Dominick was not in the field, as fome moderns have pretended, 
but in the church within the fortrefs at his prayers (7). The 
fame was his practice on other like occafions. Theodorick, 
Stephen of Safenhac and others relate that when St. Dominick 
was employed on his million at Caftres, the abbot of St. Vin- 
cent's one day defired his company at dinner. After fermon 
the faint continued at his devotions in the church fo long that 
he quite forgot the neceffities of the body, which he was fre- 
quently apt to do. At the hour of dinner the abbot fent a 
clerk to feek for him. The mefienger knew the church to be 
the place where he was generally to be found, and going 
thither faw him ravifhed in an ecftafy, raifed feveral cubits 
above the ground, and without motion. He contemplated 
him a confiderable time in that pofture, and waited till the 
faint coming to himfeif gently fell to the ground, before he 

durft approach him. 

St. Dominick during his apoftolical labours in Languedoc 
inftituted the celebrated devotion of the Rofary, confiding 
of the recital of fifteen Our Fathers and a hundred and fifty 
Hail Marys, in honour of the fifteen principal myfteries of 
the life and fufFerings of our BlefTed Saviour, and of his 
holy mother. The divine and moft excellent prayer which 
our Redeemer, who promifes to grant all that we requcft 
in his name, has drawn up as the form of our fupplica- 
tions, contains the petitions of all thofe things we are to 
afk or hope for of God, and comprifes the exercife of all the 
fublime virtues, by which we pay to him the rational homage 
of our affections. In the Angelical Salutation are comprifed 
our praifes and thanks to God for the great myRerics of the 
incarnation and of our redemption, the fource of all our good ; 
and thefe praifes arc cxpreffed in words of which the Holy 
Ghoft himfeif was the author, which though addrefled to the 
Virgin Mary, contain much more the praifes of her Divine 
Son, whom we acknowledge the caufe of all her's and our hap- 
pinefs. The earncft intcrccfiion of this mother of God, and 

of 



j (7) So Malvcnda, the ancient chronicle called Pi aetata Franco- 
rum Fact now, ad an. 1 2 1 3, &c. 
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of mercy is alfo implored irt our behalf both at prefent, and 
for the tremendous moment of our departure hence ; and to 
move her's and her Divine Son's companion we acknowledge 
©ur own deep fenfe of our miferies, which we difplay before 
the eyes of heaven under the extenfive and moll expreflive 
humbling title of finners. Thefe prayers are fo difpofed in the 
rofary (<:) as to comprife an abftraA of the hiftory of our 
blefied Redeemer's holy life and fuflerings, the great object ef 
the continual devotion and meditation of Chriftians ; for each 
myftery whereof we praife God, and through it afk his graces 
and bleflings for ourfelves and others. The ignorance of many, 
and the blafphemies of others among the Albigenfes, with re- 
gard to thefe moft facred myfteries, moved the zealous and 
apoftolick fervant of God to teach the people to honour 
them by an eafy method equally adapted to perfons of the 
weakeft underftanding, and to thofe that are moft learned, or 
the moft advanced in the exercifes of fublime contemplation, 
who find in it a moft inexhaufted fund of the higheft acts of 
faith, hope, divine love, praife and tbankfgiving, with a fup- 
plication for fuccour in all fpiritual and corporal neceflities, 
which they always repeat with frefh ardour. ^ St. Dominick 
afterwards eftabliihed the fame method of devotion at Bologna 
and in other places. The faint, after having founded his nun- 
nery of Prouille, eftabliflied an inftitute afterwards called his 
third Order, in which the ftri&eft regularity is obferved, but 
no extraordinary aufterities are prefcribed. Some perfons of 
this third Order live in monafleries, and are properly nuns: 
others live in their own houfes, and endeavour to fanclify their 

work, 



(c) The Bollandifts feem to 
difpute problematically about the 
author of the Rofary ; which 
fomc French cri ticks have alfo 
done. But though the frequent 
repetition, of the Lord's prayer 
be as ancient a pradtice as the 
gofpel, and fomc forms of this 
and the Angelical Salutation be 
found to have been in ufe before 
St. Dominick, this of the Ro- 
fary is afcribed to him by Lu- 
minoli de Apofa, who had often 
heard him preach at Bologna, 
and who defcribes the folemn de- 
votion and confraternity of the 
.Rofary inllitutcd there by the 



fame St. Dominick Guzman. 
Other chronicles and monuments, 
cfpecially of Bologna, which at- 
tcft the fame, arc produced in 
a diflertation printed at Fcrrara 
in 1735, under the title of V in- 
dicia by Alex. Machiar. Sec 
alfo Touron ch. 14. St. Albert 
of Crcfpin, Peter the Hermit, 
and feveral others are faid long 
before St. Dominick to have 
taught thofc among the laity 
who could not recite the pfalter, 
to fay a certain number of Our 
Fathers and Hail Marys for each 
canonical hour of the chuith 

oflict;. 
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v/ork and the duties of a civil life by certain exercifes of re- 
gularity and devotion, and by dedicating part of their time to 
works of mercy, efpecially in ferving the poor in hofpitais and 
prifons (8). St. Dominick had fpent ten years in preaching 
in Languedoc, when in 1215, he founded his religious Order 
of Preaching Friars, the plan of which he had meditated feme 
time before. He had till then worn the habit of a regular 
canon of St. Auftin, and followed that rule. But he earneftly 
defired to revive an apoftolick fpirit in the minifters of the 
altar, the want of which in many was a fubject of great fcan- 
dal to the people, and a great fource of the overflowings of 
vice and herefy. This fpirit is founded on a fincere con- 
tempt of the world, and a perfect difintereftednefs : for fo 
long as the love of the world, or a relifh for its vanity, de- 
lights and riches, keeps pofleflion of a heart, there can be no 
room for the Holy Ghoft. The fences by which this fpirifc 
had been formerly maintained in the clergy, were then by 
cuftom eaftly broke through by many without fcruple : where- 
fore he conceived a defign of railing others that might be 
ftronger. With this view, he eftablifhed an Order of reli- 
gious men, not like the ancient monks of the defert, who 
were laymen and merely contemplatives, but who with the 
ftricteft retirement and afliduous exercifes of contemplation, 
fliould join a clofe application to facred ftudies, and all the 
functions of a pafloral life, efpecially that of preaching. He 
prefcribed auftere fafts, perpetual abftinence from flefh (which 
the reformed monafieries of this Order ftill obferve) and the 
moft fevere poverty, ordaining that his friars mould receive 
their coarfe fubfiftence from the alms of the faithful, though 
their houfes are not forbidden like the Francifcans, to enjoy* 
in common, fmall rents in money. The principal aim of the 
faint by this inftitution was to multiply in the church zealous 
preachers, whofe fpirit and example might be a means more 
cafily to fpread the light of faith, and the fire of divine cha- 
rity, and to aflift the paftors in healing the wounds which the 
church had received by the inundation of herefy and vice. 

St. Dominick for a long time recommended his defign to 
God by fervent prayer, and communicated it to the bifhops of 
Languedoc and Provence, who all applauded the project, and 
prefled him to haftcn the execution. Every one judged him 
worthy to be the father of preachers, who was their perfect 
model. Sixteen of his fellow miflionarics came readily 
» n to his project ; and Peter Cellani, one of this number, 
6*vc feme houfes lie was poflciled of in Touloufe, in 

which 

(8) Touron 1. 1. c. 17* 
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which they formed themfelves into a regular community, un- 
der the protection of the bifhop. This was the firft convent 
of the Order. To eftablifh it the founder was obliged to go 
to Rome, whither he accompanied Fulco, the bifhop of Tou- 
loufe, who was called to aflift at the fourth general council 
of Lateran . Pope Innocent III. who .had then governed the 
church eighteen years, received the faint with great demon- 
ftrations of kindnefs, on account of the reputation of his 
fanclity, and the recommendation of his bifhop. He had 
himfelf drawn up a decree which he inferted in the tenth 
chapter of the council, to enforce the obligation of preaching, 
and the neceflity of choofing for paflors men who are powerful 
in words and works, who will inftrucl: and edify their flocks 
both by example and preaching, a neglect of which was the 
fource of the ignorance, diforders and herdies that then reigned 
in feveral provinces. Neverthelefs, though the faint's deflgn 
was moft agreeable to his Holinefs, Theodorick the bifhop of 
Orvieto and Vincent of Beauvois fay that he at firft made 
fome difficulty to approve his Order, upon late complaints that 
too great a multiplication of Orders would bring confufion, 
and that it was better to reform thofe that were already efta- 
blifhed. But the fame authors add, the the night following 
the pope dreamed that he faw the Lateran church in danger ot 
falling, and that St. Dominick ftept in, and fupported it with 
his fhoulders. Be that as it will, B. Jordan and F. Humbert 
allure us, that the pope approved the new Order by word of 
mouth, bidding the founder draw up the conftitutions, and 
lay them before him. The faint was prefent at the fourth 
council of Lateran, which, though very numerous and fplendid, 
Jailed only three weeks, having condemned the errours of the 
Albigcnfcs and other hcreticks, framed feveral canons for the 
reformation of manners, and taken into confideration a new 
crufadc for the recovery of the Holy Land, which had been 
lately conquered by the infidels a fecond time. The twenty- 
firft is the famous canon which enjoins, that all the faithful 
who arc arrived to years of difcretion, mail confcfs all their 
fins at lead once a year to their own -proper pricjt> am Wall 
receive the cucharift at Icaft every Kafter, unlefs with the 
advice of their proper prieft, they abftain from it lor ioim 
time, upon fome rcafonablc account. The thirteenth prohi- 
bits the crcdlinirof any new religious Order. '1 he counu 
which confided of four hundred and twelve bifhops, and near 
cicrht hundred abbots, priors and deputies of abicnt prelaw* 
biokc up about the end of November, 1215, and htJ» 

nick arrived at Touloufe the beginning of the followinc 
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After a mature confultation with his fixteen collegues, of whoni 
eiffht were Frenchmen, feven Spaniards, and one Englifhman* 
he'made choice of the rule of the canons of the great St. Auftin^ 
who was himfelf art eminent preacher. He added certain par- 
ticular conftitutions, and borrowed from the Order of Premon- 
tre the rule of obfefving perpetual abftinence from flefh, and a 
rigorous faft from the feaft of the Exaltation of the Crois to) 
Eafter. Pope Innocent Iil. famous for his great actions, and 
for feveral learned and pious books which he corhpofed, died 
on the ftxteenth of July, 12 16, having filled the pontifical chair 
from January, 11 98. Honorius III. was chofen in his place* 
This change retarded St. Dominick's fecond journey to Rome 5 
and in the mean time he finifhed his firft convent at Touloufe, 
to which the bifhop gave the church of St. Romanus. The 
bifliop of Fermo in Italy, a great admirer of our faint's virtue, 
alio e;ave him at the fame time the church of St. Thomas, 
wit ha convent for his Order, in that city. 

St. Dominick arrived at Rome with a copy of his rules in 
September, 1216. He found accefs to his Holinefs difficult for 
fome time, but was encouraged by a vifion recorded by Thco- 
dorick, and copied by Fleury (9). Pope Honorius III. con- 
firmed his Order and its conftitutions by two bulls, both dated 
on the twenty fixth of December, the lame year. He detained 
the faint feveral months in Rome to preach in that city \ which 
commiffion he executed with incredible applaufe and fuccefs™ 
He put the pope in mind that feveral perfons that attended his; 
court, could not feek inftruclions abroad, and therefore a do- 
muftick matter of the facred ftudies in his palace would be of 
^reat advantage. His Holinefs hereupon created the office of 
Mafter of the Sacred Palace^ who by his place is the pope's do- 
meftick theologian, aftifts at all confiftories, whether publick 
or private, confers the degree of do£tor at court, approves all 
thefes and books, and nominates the pope's preachers. If he 
is abfent from court, he has a right to fubftitule another in his 
place. Pope Honorius obliged St. Dominick to take upon him- 
felf that charge, which had been ever fince committed to one 
of his Order. The faint at Rome dictated comments on the 
tpiftles of St. Paul, which arc much commended by feveral 
writers of that age, though they are now loft. He had learned 
from St. Chryfoftom what an incxhaulted trcafurc of piety and 
fphitual knowledge a chriflian preacher will draw from allidu- 
011s meditation on the infpired writings of this apoftlc, which 
lie ftmngly recommended to his religious, and he carried al~ 
Vol. 111. C c way 0 
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ways a copy of that facred book in his pocket. When not em- 
ployed in puWick functions or neceflary duties, he was always 
t6 be found in the church, or in retirement. When out of ne- 
Ceflity he converted with others, his difcourfe was ufually only 
on God, and always feafoned with fo much un&ion and pru- 
dence that worldlings never thought it importunate ; and pious 
perfons fought his converfation with extreme eagernefs. With 
the confent of his Holinefs he returned to Touloufe in May, and 
fpent fome time in forming his religious brethren in the practice 
of the moft perfect maxims of an interiour life, the molt neccf- 
fary qualification in forming preachers of the divine word. He 
exhorted them ftreriuoufly to promote the ftudy of literature in 
his Order, to attend in the firft place to the fandMcation ot 
their own fouls, arid to remember they were the fuccefTours of 
the apoftles in eftablifhing every where the kingdom of Chrift. 
He added excellent inftrucTions on humility, a perfeft diftruft 
in themfelves, arid an entire confidence in God alone, by 
which they were to (land invincible under affii&ions and perfe- 
ctions, and couras;eoufly to carry on the war in which they 
were engaged againft the world and the powers of hell. After 
this difcourfe on the feaft of the AfTumption of our Lady he dif- 
mifTed fome of his religious to Spain and Portugal, and fome to 
Paris, appointing F. Matthew fuperiour among thefe latter, and 
fending with him his own brother Manez de Guzman. The 
extraordinary reputation of St. Dominick and his Preaching 
Friars drew many learned doflors and other eminent men into 
this new Order, and the faint fettled convents at Lyons, Mont- 

pellier, Bayonne, Esfc. 

St. Dominick went again to Rome in 1217, and the pope 



gave 



defiring that his Order (hould have a houfe in that city, 
him the church of St. Sixtus ; and whilft a convent was building 
there, the faint, by order of his Holinefs, read lectures of the- 
ology both in the palace and in the city, and preached in St. 
Peter's church with fuch eloquence and zeal as drew on him 
the attention and admiration of the whole city. The many il- 
luftrious miracles by which God honoured his miniftry 111 that 
city procured him the name of the Thaumaturgus of that age. 
Amonf others, Theodorick relates (10) that a certain gentle- 
woman named Guta-dona coming one day home from hearing 
his fermon, found her little child dead. In her grief flic toolc 
him in her arms out of the cradle, and carrying him to St. bix- 
ms's, laid him at the feet of the faint. She /aid nothing j 
hut her forrow fpoke without words. The furvant of u«a 
W u moved to compaffion, and after faying a fervent prayer, 

(10) C. 7. Kcury, 1. n. 31. 
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made the fign of the crofs on the child, and reftored him to life* 
The pope would have publifhed this miracle in the pulpit: but 
the tears, intreaties and confufion of the faint prevented him* 
St. Dominick like wife raifed whole and found a mafon who* 
had been crufhed to death by the fall of a vault in building the 
convent of St. Sixtus. He reftored to health a religious man, 
the procuratof of his convent, whilft the brethren were recit- 
ing by his bed-lide the prayers appointed for one in the agony* 
The bifhop of Orvieto a fibres us, that he had the account of 
this miracle from the mouth of the perfon who had been thus 
jniraculoufly delivered from the gates of death, and recovered 
in a moment a ftate of perfect health, which he long enjoyed,, 
and of which he made a very good ufe (u). St. Dominick, 
belides many other miracles, raifed a third man to life in this 
monaftery of St. Sixtus, in the pretence of a great multitude of 
honourable perfons. This was the young lord Napoleon. The; 
fact is related by Theodorick of Apolda (12), F. Humbert (13)* 
a third very ancient hiftorian quoted by F. Echard (14), John 
Longinus (15), Malvenda and many others, and happened on the 
following occalion. Several nuns lived in Rome without keeping 
enclofure, and almoft without regularity, fome difperfed in fmalL 
monafteries, others in the houfcs of their parents or friends 5 for 
before the council of Trent ftri£t perpetual enclofure was not al- 
ways a neceuary part of that ftate 5 and though, fince that coun- 
cil, Bonacina, and fome other canonifts, call it an eflential law^ 
yet fome nunneries in Flanders plead an exemption upon pretence? 
of ancient prefcription. Pope Innocent III. had made fevera! 
attempts to aftemble all fuch nuns then in Rome into one in- 
clofed houfe, but had not been able with all his addrcfs and au~* 
thority to compafs it. tjonorius III. feeing all other methods 
mifcarry, committed the management of this reformation to St. 
Dominick. The faint delired that three cardinals fhould bo 
nominated commiflaries with him, in order to facilitate the; 
fuccefs of the commiflion, and his Hoiinefs appointed Hugolin^ 
dean of the facred college, Nicholas bifhop of Tufculum, and 
Stephen of Foffa Nuova, cardinal pricft of the twelve Apoftlcs- 
*it Dominick, in older to remove feveral difficulties, offered 
to leave to thefe nuns his own monaftery of St. Sixtus, which 
was built and then readv to receive them, and which In no- 
cent I j I. had formerly oiFercd them j and he undertook to build 

C c % for 
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for his friars a new convent at St. Sabina (d) j to which the 
pope willingly agreed. The monaftery of St. Mary, beyond 
the Tiber, was the principal and molt obftinate of thofe that 
were to be thus reformed. The faint repaired thither with the 
three cardinals, and exhorted the nuns to a compliance with 
fuch force of reafoning, and fo much charity in his heart, that 
the truth was victorious in his mouth. The abbefs firft of all 
then all the nuns, except one, entered into a voluntary en^e- 
ment to obey. But the devil was not fo eafily to be triumphed 
over. No fooner were the commilTaries gone, but the parents, 
friends and protectors of the nuns ran thither, and buzzed it 
in their ears that they would repent at leifure of fo hafty a ftcp, 
which could never be recalled; that their houfe was too an- 
cient and noble, their conduct too virtuous and irreproachable, 
their privileges of too old a ftanding to be (truck at, ancfcthat 
no authority could oblige them to rules of that fort, to which 
they had never engaged themfelves, and under which they 
would never have embraced that manner of life. Such dif~ 
courfes were too flattering not to pleafe perfons to whom their 
prefent independence feemed too dear and valuable a right to be 
given up. Accordingly the whole community changed their 
former refolution, and were determined never to comply. St. 
Dominick gave them fome days to reflect, and prevented the 
pope from having recourfe to violent meafures, which never 
gain the heart, and are feldom expedient in duties which muft 
be voluntary : in the mean time he failed and prayed, recom- 
mending the matter to God. After fome days he went again 
to St. Mary's, faid mafs there, and after he had offered the 
holy facrifice, made a fecond difcourfe to the nuns, mildly re- 
proaching them for their reluctancy, faying: " Can you then 
<c repent of a promife you have made to God ? can you refufc 
" to give youifelves up to him without refervc, and to ferve 
cc him with your whole hearts?" He tempered his difcourfe 

with that natural fwectnefs which it was hard for any one to 

rcfift 



(d) The DominicancfTes were 
removed by St. Pius V. from St. 
Six us\s to the ilau-.Iy monaflcry of 

jgnanapoli, in which ladies of 
the firft quality often take the 
veil. The convent of St. Sixtus 
was rcilori'd to the Dominical) 
fi irir. in 160?, by Clement V 1 1 1, 
who in the hull ofthi* <»r:mt men- 
tions that St. Dominick h«id in 
.Vhift plan* railed tiree pedonti u> 



life. The Dominicans nre ilill 
poflefl.ed.of the two convents ot 
St. Sixtus and St. Sabina ; but 
their principal houfe is that ot 
St. Mary at the Minerva, it be- 
ing built in part upon the ruin? 
of Poinpcy's temple of Minerva. 
This great monallery was hi ■ 
flowed on the Dominicans k 

C/icgory XI. in 1 j 75. 
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refift> and at the fame time his exhortation was fo firong and 
afFe&ing, that at the end of it the abbefs and all her nuns con- 
firmed to him by vow their readinefs to comply in all things 
with his HolinelVs inclinations. They moreover begged that 
the Taint himfelf would be their director, and give them his 
own rule ; to which he agreed. Whilit things were making 
ready for their removal, he Oiut up the avenues of the cloifter, 
to prevent their friends having aecefs, who might any more en- 
deavour to ftagger their refolution. 

On Afh-wednefday, in 1218, the abbefs and fome of her 
nuns went to their new monaftery of St. Sixcus, to take 
pofieflion of it. They were in the chapter- houfe with St* 
Dominick and the three cardinals abovementioned, treating cf 
the rights, revenues, and adminiftration of the new commu- 
nity, when on a fudden there came in a perfon, tearing his 
hair, and making great lamentation, crying out, that the lord 
Napoleon, cardinal Stephen's nephew, was thrown from his 
horfe, and killed by the fall. At this news the anTidted uncle 
fell fpeechlefs w'.th his head upon the breaft of St, Dominick* 
who fat by his fide ; and his filence was more expreflive of his 
forrow than any words could have been. The faint endea- 
voured at hrft to alleviate his grief : then ordered the body of 
Napoleon to be brought into the houfe, and bid brother Tan- 
cred make an altar ready that he might fay mafs. When he 
had prepared himfelf, the cardinals with their attendants, .the 
abbefs with her nuns, the Dominican friars, and a great con- 
courfe of people went to the church. The faint,' in celebrating 
the divine myfterics, flicd a flood of tears, and while he ele- 
vated the body of Cbrift in his pure hands, was himfelf in 
an ccftafy lifted up a whole cubit from the ground, in the fight* 
and to the great amazement of all that were prefmt. The fa- 
crificc being ended, the bJefled man went to the corpfe, to im- 
plore the mercy of God, being followed by all the company ; 
and flauding by the body, lu difpofed the bruifed limbs in their 
proper places; and then betook himfelf to prayer. After fome 
time, he rofc up, and made the fign of the crofs over the corpfe : 
then lilting up his hands to heaven, he himfelf being, by the 
power of God, at the fame time railed from the giound," and 
lufpended in the air, cried out with a loud voice : cc Napo- 
u Icon, I fay to thee in the name of our Lord Jul us ChriH, a- 
" rife (fj." That inltant, in the fight of the whole multitude, 

Cc 3 the 
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the young man arofe found and whole. Not only all prefent* 
but the whole city,, particularly the facred college, and the 
pope, gave folemn thanks to the Almighty who, in their un* 
happy days, had vouchfafed to renew the wonders which he 
had wrought in the eflablifhrnent of his church* The Domini- 
can friars having taken pofTeifton of the church and convent of 
St. Sabina, the nuns of St. Mary were fettled in that of St. Six- 
tus before the firft Sunday in Lent, receiving a new habit from 
the hands of St. Dominick, together with his rule. Yvo, bi- 
fhop of Cracow, and chancellor of Poland, was at Rome 
when Napoleon was raifed to life and an eyewitnefs to 

*hat ftupendous miracle. He intreated St. Dominick to give 
the habit of his Order to his two nephews SS. Hyacinth and 
Ceflas, and to two others of his domefticks. The faint feat 
certain religious brethren to Bologna, in 12 17, there to lay the 
foundation of a convent which has continued ever fince one of 
(he moft flourishing monafteries in the world. 

In x 7.1 8, he took a journey from Rome through Languedoc 
into Spain, and founded a famous convent at Segovia, and ano- 
ther at Madrid. He returned to Touloufe, in April 121 9, and 
from thence went to Paris. This feems by all the ancient hif- 
tories of his life to have been the firft vifit he made to that city, 
though Baillet pretends without grounds, as Touron (hews, 
that he had been there before. He did not ftay many weeks in 
that capita), but gained fouls to God by his fcrmons and in- 
iiru&ions, and received into his Order many perfons of emi- 
nence. Alexander 11. king of Scotland, happened to be then 
at Paris., being come to pay a vifit to queen Blanche, the mo- 
ther of St. Lewis. He was much taken with the difcourfe and 
ian&ity of the holy founder, and obtained of him a promifc 
that he would fend fome of his religious brethren into Scotland, 
sis He&or Boetius and bifhop Lefley inform us. The faint 
fettled in good order his great convent which was founded in 
the ftreet of St. Jacques, from which the Dominican friars arc 
ufually called in France Jacobins. After this he left Paris, and 
having founded convents on his road at Avignon, Afti arid Ber- 
gamo, arrived at Bologna about the end of Summer 1219 (g)% 

which 

(f) Omnibus qua' circa refit/hi- any conferences with him, as 
Saturn agchautwy ado at. Joan. Wadding, and fome of the con- 
Longin. loc. cit. tinuators of Bollandus, are ivil- 

(?) By this account it is evi- ling to believe : (See Touron, 
dent that St. Dominick conk! 1. 2. c. 1 z.) neither had he any 
never have met St. Francis at his conference with St. Francis at 
jjrear chapter held in his convent Feiugia, as Fleury imagined, I 
pf the Fortiuncula at Whitfun- 7^. n. 19. 
Ifde, i^icj, nor have there had 
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which city he made from that time his ordinary refidence to the 
end of his life, though he fometimes made excurfions to Rome a 
Florence, and other places. At Bologna the curate of St. Ni- 
cholas, with the bifhop's content, beftowed his church on the 
faint, arid he, and feveral archdeacons, doctors and eminent 
profeflbrs, entered themfelves in his Order. In 1220, he wait- 
ed on pope Honorius III. at Viterbo, and met St. Francis at 
Rome in the houfe of cardinal Hugolin, their common friend, 
who afterwards fucceeding Honorius III. under the name of 
Gregory IX. chole out of the Order of St. Dominick thirty 
three biftiops, one patriarch of Antioch, and eight legates. St. 
Dominick had till then taken no other tide but that of fuperi* 
our. In 1220, Honorius III. commanded him to be ftyled ge- 
neral ; and the faint returning to Bologna, there held a chapter 
of all the fuperiours in his Order, at Whitfuntidc, the fame 
year. 

Wherever the faint travelled, he frequently preached, even 
on the road ; and always with that incredible fuccefs which can 
only be the fruit of continual prayer, animated with the moft 
ardent charity. The greater!: part of the night he often fpent 
in churches at the foot of the altars. Though he was fuperiour 
he was diftinguifhed in nothing from the loweft among his bre- 
thren, but by his more profound humility, and more rigorous 
abftinence. The people at Bologna attended his fermons with 
fuch tnfatiable avidity, that whilft he ftaid there he ufually 
preached every day, and often feveral times the fame day. 

The incredible fatigues^which this apoftoltck life coft the fer- 
vant of God, were no motive with him to abate his continual 
fafts and other aufterities ; fo different is the fpirit of fervour 
with which the faints are animated, from the floth of thofe 
Chrifiians who feck every fhadow of pretence for difpenfing 
themfelves even from fafts of precept, to fervc as a cloak to 
cover their fenfuality and remiflhefs. The faint, on the con- 
trary, burnt with a holy zeal to make his body a perpetual vic- 
tim of penance ; and therefore allowed it no condefcenfion but 
what neceflity made indifpen fable. He embraced with joy the 
creations of fuffering which were continual in his miniftry, and 
when by walking barefoot in the rougheft roads, his feet were 
bmifed or fore, he cheerfully called it a part of his penance. 
J o nourifh in his heart a perfect contempt of the world, and 
th (engagement from its toys, he was a fincere lover of holy po- 
verty, being fentible how eafilv a fecret glue iticks to the af- 
fections amidft riches, vanity and abundance. A perfc£t fpirit 
of diiintereftednefs being client ial to virtue, and the itri<£lcft obli- 
gation of a ftate in which the preliminary condition is, that the 
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heart be, in the moft perfect manner, dead to the world, the 
Jroly man was moft fcrupulous that no pretence fhould weaken 
this virtue, which was deeply rooted in his foul. He took all 
poflible precautions to prevent riches ever becoming the portion 
2nd the bane of his Order. He ftrenuoufly refufed to accept 
large or fuperfluous donations. When a rich man of Bologna, 
by a publick deed which he had procured fecretly to be ratified 
fcy the biftiop, hoping that the prelate's authority might over- 
come the faint's reluctance, had fettled his eftate on his convent 
of St. Nicholas, the holy founder was no looner apprifed of it 
than he renounced the donation for ever; and, notwithstanding 
the intreaties of many, publickly tore the deed in prefence of 
the benefactor, as F. Ralph of Faenza (16) an cyewitnefs re- 
lates. Much more was he an enemy to fordid prcfents, any 
jindirect ways of procuring them, .or that importunity in afiung 
which is a kind of extortion, and when for fuperfluitics, a rob- 
bery of the poor. That minifter of the altar debafes the digni- 
ty of the facred character with which he is inverted, and of the 
divine myfteries with the difpenfation of which he is honoured, 
who fufTers any view of temporal intereft to fteal .into his heart, 
<Dr fecretly to have any fhare in his motives of action. Such a 
$>ne is a hireling, and by covetoufnefs lofes the fruit of his la- 
bours. He who ferves the altar is entitled to live by it, but a 
faithful minifter is careful not to lofe his eternal reward by Pek- 
ing one that is temporal, and fears to impair the divine honour 
I>y fuffering the purity of his intention in feeking only God in 
all that he does, to be fullied by the lead mixture or deliberate 
thought of any thing elfe. To prevent as much as poffiblc the 
ganger of fuch a fnare, St. Dominick delired to cut olV ail fu- 
perfluitics in his Order; and the morecafily to remove the paftions 
and defircs which they beget in the heart, he would have all 
that could be fpared given immediately to the poor, and allowed 
Do one to be fplicitous for the morrow. To one fo perfectly 
Jead to himfclf and the world, the victory over his paflions 
feepicd natural and eafy : and its vifible fruit was a happy tran- 
quillity and evennefs of foul which nothing fcemcd able to ili- 
ilurh, or pver move to the leaft impatience or complaint. By 
thefe virtues and happy difpofitions he was fitted for an admi- 
rable purity of heart, and fublimc grace of prayer, to which 
wc are chiefly to afcribe the high degree of fanclity to which he 
was raifedj and the wonderful fruits of his zeal in convening 
fo many hardened finneis, and in promoting the fpiiitual ad- 
vancement 

l 
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tancement of others. He never began to inftru& any one, or 
to do any other fpiritual function, without firft imploring on 
his knees the interceflion of the Mother of God. Prayer and 
holy meditation were his darling exercifes to which he devoted 
both his davs and nights, whenever other duties or neceflary 
functions allowed it. In converting v/ith others it was his de~ 
jjcrht to fpeak only of God and heavenly things; and in travel- 
ling be often ufed to fay to his companions: " Walk a little 
« before, and let us think on our Redeemer. 39 This he did 
that he might give a freer fcopc to his fighs and tears. 
■ Humility gave his prayer its force and efficacy. Before he 
came into any town he fell on the ground, and hegged of God 
that the entrance of fuch a finner might not draw down his 
vengeance on the people. He behaved himfelf as the fcrvant of 
all his brethren, and defircd as much as poflible to bear the 
burdens of every one ; and if he lay under a neceflity of giving 
an account of his actions, his modefty and iincere humility ap- 
peared in all liis words. He extolled the zeal and charity of 
the biihops and magiflrates, and the devotion and piety of the 
people: forgetting only the {hare which he had in what was 
properly his own work. He never fpoke of h»s birth, the fuc- 
cefs of! his labours, his great enterprifes, or any thing elfe that 
could tend to his honour. It was his ftudy to conceal his cha- 
rities io the poor, and the graces which he received from God. 
Neverthelcfs, to fhew the excefs of the divine mercy, he fomc- 
times communicated certain fecret fentiments of his- heart to 
feme' intimate friends who were great fervants of God. Thus 
as he was one day converfing with a devout prior of the Cifter- 
cian Order, who was afterwards bifhop of Alatri, fpeaking of 
the good nefs of God, he faid, that he had never afked any par- 
ticular favour of the divine goodnefs which he had not obtained. 
tc Why then, faid the prior, do not you afk that matter Conrad 
" may receive a call from God to enter himfelf in your Order?" 
This Conrad was a German, a man in the higher! repute, doc- 
tnr and profellbr in laws, and in his inclinations rnoft oppoiite 
to fuch a fhite. St. Dominick fpent that night in the chinch at 
prayer. Ingoing this favour of God. 

l'our of prime, Conrad came into the church, and threw him- 
klf at the holy founder's feet, begging that he might be admit- 
ted to the habit: and he became a great ornament to this Or- 
der by his learning, and much more by the finality of his life. 
t-'Oniiantine, bilhop of Orvicto, y fibres us that he received this 
;i '.'count from the aforefaid prior when lie was bifhop of Alatri* 
i)<uninick nevrr c.afed to pray lor the conveiiion of infi- 
N'-'b and 1 in tiers. Jt was his earned dvfire, if \i had bee.i God's 

will, 



Next morning, at the 
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will, to flied his blood for Chrift, and to travel over all the 
barbarous nations of the earth to announce to them the happy 
do£trine of eternal life- In thefe warm fentiments of holy zea] 
he made the miniftry of the divine word the chief end of his 
inftitute j would have all his religious to be applied to it, every 
one according to his capacity, and thofe who had particular ta- 
lents for it, never to difcontinue the office of preaching, except 
in certain intervals allotted to retirement, that they might preach 
to themfelves in filence. Xo this great function he prepared 
his religious by long habits of virtue, efpecially of prayer, hu- 
mility, felf-denial and obedience. It was a maxim which he 
frequently inculcated to them, <c That a man who governs his 
" paflions is mafter of the world. We muft either command 
*' them, or be enflaved to them. It is better to be the ham- 
* c mer than the anvil." He taught his miflionaries the art of 
preaching to the heart by animating them with an ardent zeal 
and charity. Being once alked after preaching, in what book 
he had ftudied his fermon? " In no other," faid he, " than 
* 6 in that of charity." 

Though mild, and in things indifferent full of condefcen- 
fion to ail, he was inflexible in maintaining the fevere difcipline 
he had eftablifhed in his Order. St. Francis of AlTifium, com- 
ing to Bologna in 1220, was fo much offended to find the con- 
vent of his friars in that city built in a ftately manner, and not 
confiftent with his idea of the auftere poverty and penance -which 
he profeffed by his rule, that he would not lodge in it, and 
went to the monaftery of St. Dominick, which was mean and 
low, where he flaid tome days to enjoy our faint's conver- 
fation. St. Dominick made frequent mifllonary excursions, 
and founded convents at Bergamo, Brefcia, Faenza, and Vi- 
terbo, and vifited thofe he had already founded. He fent fome 
of his religious into Morocco, Portugal, Sweden, Norway, 
and Ireland : and brother Gilbert with twelve others into Eng- 
land, who eftablifhed monafteries of this Order in Canterbury, 

London and Oxford (h). The holy patriarch, in his fecond 

general 



(h) Bp. Tanner counts forty 
three houfes of Preaching Friars 
in England at the diflblution of 
iiioualteries ; hue could not dif- 
crver in this kingdom any houfe 
of nuns of this Order. The firit 
halm of thefe fiiars was that of 
the Rrguhir Canons. But this 
they changed for a white robe 



with a white hood; over which, 
when they go out, they wear a 
black cloak with a black hood; 
from which they were called in 
England Black Friars, as the 
Carmelites were known by the 
name of White Friars. This 
Order hath given the chuicli 

five popes, forty eieht cardinals, 
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general chapter, held at Bologna in 122 1 , divided his Order 
into eight provinces, and fent fome of his religious into Hun- 
gary, Greece, Paleftine, and other countries.' Among thefe 
miffionaries F. Paul of Hungary founded in Lower Hungary the 
monafteries of Gever and Vefprim, converted great numbers of 
idolaters in Croatia, Sclavonia, Tranfilvania, VaJachia, Mol- 
davia, Bofnia and Servia ; and leaving the churches which he 
had there founded under the care of other labourers, preached 
with like fuccefs in Cumania, the inhabitants of which country 
were inoft favage and barbarous. He baptized among them a 
duke called Brut, with his vaffals, and one of the chief princes 
of the country named Bernborch, Andrew, the king of Hunga- 
ry and father of St. Elizabeth, ftanding godfather. This zea- 
lous apoftle of fo many nations fufFered a glorious martyrdom 
with ninety religious friars of his Order, difperfed in thofe 
parts ; fome being beheaded, others fhot with arrows, flabbed 
with lances, or burnt by the Tartars in 1242, in their great 
inuption into thofe countries (17). B. Sadock, with forty nine 
religious of this Order, were butchered for the faith by thefe 
barbarians in a fecond irruption in 126c, at Sendomir in Po- 
land, and are honoured on the fecond of June. 

St. Dominick had a forefight of his happy death long before 
it happened. Setting out on a journey from Bologna for Mi- 
lan, he faid to his friends there: * 6 You now fee me well in 
" health; but before the glorious afTumption of the Virgin 
" Mother I (hall depart hence to the Lord." He returned to 
Bologna in the heats of Summer, and was l'eized with a burning 

fever, 



(17) Bern. Guidonis in Chron. — Greg. IX. in Bullar. PraL'dic. T. I. 
p. 26. Theodor. n. 322. Bzovius in Annal. 

twenty three patriarchs, fifteen 
hundred bilhops, fix hundred 

arebbifhops, fcventy one Matters 
ofthefacred palace, and a great 
number of eminent doctors and 
wiiters. The hiilory of thefc 
latter is compiled by b\ James 
1'' chard, a French Dominican fri- 
ar, with i'o much order, erudi- 
tion, judgment and eloquence, 
a> to be a model for all fuch 
Koikv; it waii printed in 1710, 
in two volumes folio. I*. A. 
I 1 won compiled the hi fluty 
(/ ' all the eminent men of this 

Midcr in lur^i vojmne% be- 



fides two others, containing the 
iives of St. Dominick and St. 
7"homas Aquinas. The work is 

written in an elegant ityle, and 
has deferved the repeated clo- 
giums of pope BenedicT: XIV. in 
ieveral letters with which he ho- 
noured the author upon each vo- 
lume, whom he hath fince called 
to Rom.e. J\ litlyot: and JMr. 
Stevens inform us, that this nu- 
merous Order is at piefent di- 
vided into foity five provinces, 
befides twelve particular congre- 
gations or reforms, governed by, 
io many general vicau. 



ever- 
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fever, which from the beginning was judged mortal. N 
thelefs, according to his cuftom, he defired to pafs a great patt 
of the night in the church at prayer : but after mattins was 
obliged to retire to his chamber, though he did not He down 
on a bed. During his iicknefs he continued always cheerful in 
his countenance. When he was grown very weak he af- 
fembled his religious brethren, and in a moving difcourfe which 
he called his laft teftament, and the inheritance which he lift 
them, he exhorted them to conftant humility, poverty, fer- 
vour, and watchfulnefs in particular againft the enemy of pu- 
rity. Seeing them weep about him, he promifed never to for- 
get them when he fhould be gone to God. After having; re- 
ceived the laft facraments he continued in fecret prayer till he 
calmly expired on the fixth of Auguft 1221, being fifty one 
years old. Cardinal Hugolin, at the news of his death, haftened 
to Bologna, performed his funeral obfequies, and compofed his 
epitaph. An hiftory of a great number of miracles performed 
by means of this faint, and attefted by eyewitnefles, may be read 
|n the Bollandifts (18). His relicks were taken up, and tranf- 
lated to a more honourable place in the church, with the great- 
eft pomp and devotion, by an order of Gregory IX. in 1233, 
twelve years after his death. They have been fince enclofcd in 
a maufolasum which is one of the fineft monuments extant, and 
the church is one of the beft finimed, whether we confider the 
ftruclure, or the riches, order, tafte and beauty of the orna- 
ments. St. Dominick was canonized by Gregory IX. in 1234. 
The characleriftical virtue of this faint was an eminent fpirit of 
prayer, and the conftant recollection of his foul in God : and 
this practice he recommended above all others to his difciplcs. 
One of the greateft lights of his Order, and of the church, Bar- 
tholomew de Martyribus, archbiftiop of Braga, addrefies him- 
felf to all paftors on this fubje£t. as follows (19) : " Wo to 
* c you, miniftcrs of the Lord, if the fource of devotion be dried 
** up in your fouls. This tender and fmcere fpirit of piety is 
c ' the fprmg of living water which communicates fertility to 
<c all our virtues, and fanclifies all our exerc'ifes and actions, 
which without it are dry and barren. This is a heavenly 
wine which fortifies our hearts with a joy altogether divine. 
€€ This is the balfam which heals our paffions. It is alio the 
cc tongue with which we fpeak to God, and without which our 
<c fouls are dumb before him. It is this that draws down upon 
Kt us the heavenly dew that flrengthcns our hearts, and is the 
** fpi ritual nourifhment which enables us to labour with fnnt 

44 in the vineyard of the Lord." 

y On 



(ifi) r. 541. (19) Barihol. dc Martyr in Stimulo Paflor. c 4- 
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On the fame DAY 

St. Luanus, or Lugil, fometimes called Molua, abbot in Ire- 
land. He was educated at Benchor under St. Comgall, and, as St. 
Bernard aflures us, founded one hundred monafteries in Ireland. 
Among thefe the chief was that of CJuain-fearta MoJua [a) 9 on the 
borders of OfTory and QueenVcounty, in Leinftcr. St. Lugil pre- 
fcribes a monaftick rule which was long obferved in Ireland : in it 
he enjoined the ftritteft filence and recollection, and forbid women 
being ever allowed to approach the church of the monks. He paffed 
to immortal glory on the fourth of Auguft, 6z2. — See Ulher's An- 
tiquities, CS* c. 

(a) Guam lignifies in Irifh a Rock of Wonders) corruptly 
rock y and Fearta miracles. There called Clonfert in Connaught, 
was another Cluain Fearta, [i. e. founded by St. Brendan. 

AUGUST 5. 

The Dedication of St- MARY 

AD N I V E S. 

THERE are in Rome three patriarchal churches, in 
which the pope ■officiates on different feftivals, and at 
one of which he always refides when in the city. Thefe are 
the Bafilicks of St. John Laceran, St. Peter's on the Vatican 
"ill, and St. Mary Major (a). This Jaft is fo called becaufe 
it is, both in antiquity and dignity, the firft church in Rome 
among thofe that are dedicated to God in honour of the Virgin 
Mary. The name of the J Siberian Baiilick was given it, be~ 
cauie it was founded in the time of pope Liberius^in tiie fourth 
century; it was confecratcd under the title of the Virgin Mary, 
h y Sixtus III. about the year 435 fi). It is alfo called St. 

Mary 

(i) Sec Anaflafius in Liberius and Sixtus III. 



M The pope's three great 
palaces in Rome arc the Latcran, 
and the Vatican (both contiguous 
Cl) tn e two great churches of the 
,,,m « name), and that of Monte 



Cavallo. Thib lall is fituatcd in 
the mofl: healthful part of the 
city. When the pope redder at 
this palace, he dates all bulls, 

fcY. at Si. Maiy Major. 
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Mary ad Nivcs, or at the Snow> from a popular tradition, that 
the Mother of God chofe this place for a church under her in- 
vocation by a miraculous fnow that fell upon this fpot in fum- 
mer, and by a vifion in which fhe appeared to a patrician 
named John, who munificently founded and endowed this 
church in the pontificate of LiberiUs. The fame Bafilick has 
Ibmetimes been known by the name of St. Mary ad prafep Cy 
from the holy crib or manger of Bethlehem, in which 
Chrift was laid at his birth. It refembles an ordinary man- 
ger, is kept in a cafe of maffy filver, and in it lies an image 
of a little child (a) 9 alfo of filver. On Chriftmas-day the holy 
manger is taken out of the cafe, and expofed. It is kept in a 
fumptuous fubterraneous chapel in this church. It is well 
known how much this holy relick excited the devotion of St. 
Jerom, St. Paula, and others, when it remained yet at Beth^ 
lehem (b). 

This church is (at leaft next to Loretto) the mod famous 
place in the whole world for the devotion of the faithful to the 
Mother of God. They here afTemble with great fervour from 
many parts of Chriftendom, to unite their fuffrages together in 
prailing God for the mercies he has ftiewn to this holy Virgin, 
and through her to the whole world ; and in imploring her pa- 
tronage and interceflion. Supplications which are publick and 
general are mofi honourable to God, and powerful in obtain- 
ing his mercy. To fay nothing of the precious relicks of many 
faints which are there depofited, and the many great grace? 
which by the joint prayers of the faithful have been there ob- 
tained for the whole church ; this circumftance alone fufficcs 
particularly to recommend the fandlity of this and other fuch 
venerable churches beyond all that could fet off the temple of 

Solomon in the Jevvifh law. The church which is always fe- 
licitous 



(rf) Or bambino, to ufe the Ita- 
lian word. 

(h) In this fame church is the 
Bourghcfmn chapel, the tineit in 
all Rome, enriched with a pic- 
ture of our Lady, which is laid 
to have been painted by St. Luke. 
'J 'here ir> another picture of the 
Bleffed Virgin kept in the church 
<>f the Dominicancfles in Rome, 
and others in other parts, which 
sire afcribed to the fame hand. 
They from to be at leail copies 
taken from ibmc very ancient 



original, which might be paint- 
ed by St. Luke. Theodonia 
LecW, who flouri fried at Con- 
Jlantinople in 518, relates (1. i- 
p. 5 q 1 ), that fuch a pitturc drawn 
by that evangelifl was fenc from 
Jerufalum to the cmpreli, Fulche- 
ria in the fifth age. When the 
Turks took Confluntinoplc, they 
dripped this picture of the rich 
frame and ornament:, with whica 
it was decorated, drained « 
through the frrcets, and deilroK 1 ' 
it. 
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licitous, by the mouths of her paftors, to inftrucl: her children 
in the moft powerful means of attaining to falvation, never 
ceafes, from the primitive ages, ftrongly to excite them to 
make their moft fervent afliduoua addrefTes to the Mother of 
God, as a moft efficacious means of working their fanctifica- 
tiofl. She teaches us earneftly to conjure Him who is the au- 
thor of our being and of our falvation, to liften to her prayers 
for us ; and humbly to remind Him that through /her he be- 
ftowed himfelf upon us, and that for love of us he vouchfafed 
to be born of her, fhe always remaining a fpotlefs virgin (c) y 
&c. She excites us to call her *« the mother of grace and pity," 
2nd to place a confidence in her mediation, that by it we fhall 
more eafily obtain from her Son, and through his merits, all 
graces. That Chriftian neglects a great means of fuccour who 
does not every day moft earneftly recommend himfelf, and his 
particular difficulties and neceffities in his main concern, to her 
interceffion. To render our fupplications the more efficacious, 
we ought to unite them in fpirit to thofe cf all fervent penitents 
and devout fouls, in invoking this advocate for fin ners. We 
ought to be afhamed not to appear among the foremoft and the 
moft ardent in our addrefTes, in proportion to our extreme ne- 
ceffities, and particular obligations. 



On the fame DAY 



St Oswald, King and Martyr. The Englirti-Saxon kingdom of 
the Northumbers was founded by Ida, in 547. After his death the 
northern part called Bernicia was preferved by his children, but De- 
ira, that is, the fouthern part, compriftng Yorkfhire and Lancashire, 
was occupied by yEIla, or Alia, and after his death was recovered 
by Ethelfrid, grandfon of Ida, who ruled the whole kingdom of the 
Northumbers twenty four years. He being flain in battle by Red- 

wald, king of the Eaft- Angles, in 617, his fons Eanfrid, Ofwald 
and Ofwi took refuge among the Scots, where they were inftructed 
in the Chriftian faith, and received the facrament of regeneration. 
In the mean time Edwin, the fon of Alia, reigned feventeen ye ars 
over both kingdoms; but in 633, was killed lighting againft the 
united forces of Pcnda the Mercian, and Cadwalla, king of the Bri- 
tons or Welch, a Chriftian by profeilion, but a ftranger to the max- 
ims of his religion, in his manners a barbarian, and an implacable 
enemy to the Englifh-Saxons. Upon this revolution the three fons, 
of Ethelfrid returned from Scotland ; and Eanfrid, the eldeft, ob- 
tained the kingdom of the Deira, whilft Ofric, coufm-german to Kd- 
lv,n i was chofen king of Bernicia. Both thef'e princes loved the 

glory 

(0 Mtmtnto, Return Condi tor, fcJV. 

Maria mater Graft*, Dukis Parens Chmtnthr, &c. 
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glory of men more than God, and apoflatized from the faith which 
they had embraced : but were both flain the fame year by (Jadwal 
la; Ofric in battle, and the other foon after by treachery. Hereupon 
Ofwald was called to the crown, both of Deira and Bernicia, he 
being the fon of Ethelfrid, and nephew of Edwin, whofe filter Acca 
was his mother. This prince had embraced the faith with his whole 
heart, and far from forfaiting Chrift as his unhappy brother " had 
done, to court the favour of his fubjects, he had no other view than 
to bring them to the fpiritual kingdom of divine grace, and to la. 
bour with them to fecure a crown of eternal glory. 

At that time Cadvvalla ravaged all the Northumbrian provinces 
not as a conqueror, but as a cruel tyrant, laying every thing wafte 
with fire and fword, at the head of a vaft army, which he boafteel 
nothing could refift. Ofwald afTembled what troops he was able, 
and being fortified by faith in Chrift, marched confidently, though 
with a fmall force, againft this mighty enemy, who had by that time 
proceeded as far as the Picls wall. Ofwald gave him battle at a 
pla^e called by Bede Denis- burn (*), that is, the brook Denis, 
adjoining to the Picls wall on the north fide. Being come near the 
enemy's camp, the evening before the engagement, the pious king 
caufed a great wooden crofs to be made in hafte, and he held it up 
himfelf with both his hands, whilft the hole dug in the earth to 
plant it in, was filled up round the foot When it was fixed, St. 
Ofwald cried out to his army: " Let us now kneel down, and joint- 
ly pray to the Omnipotent, and Only true God, that he would 
mercifully defend us from our proud enemy : for he knows that 
we fight in a juft war in defence of our lives and country " Alt 
the foldiers did as he commanded them (i). The place where this 
crofs was fet up, was called in the Englifh tongue Hevenfelth, that 
is, Heaven's held, by a happy omen, fays Bede, becaufe there was 
to be erecled the fir ft heavenly trophy ot faith ; for before that time 
no church or altar was known to have be ifed in the whole 
kingdom of the Bernicians. This crofs of St. Ofwald remained af- 
terwards very famous. Bede tells us, that to his time, many cut 
little chips of it, which they ftecped in water, which being drank b> 

iick 

( i ) Ecde, 1.3. c 2 p. 1 o.\ . 



it 
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(a) Not Devil/bourn, as Cam- 
den fallly read ir, who imagined 
this place to be Devil fton or Dil- 
ilon ; but that lit:;, South from the 
Picls wall, and even from the 
Tine. Mr. Smith (Append, in 
jped. n.15. p. 720) dcnionftrates 
the brook Denis to be that 
which is now called Krringburn, 
which runs through ttingiichl, 
one mile »u«i*-h from wall. 

About a mil*.* l< \ ond IJinjjfi^d 10 



the North is Ilallington, former' 
ly lialeJown, anciently Helen- 
fehh : though probably the whole 
country for two mileu from Mul- 
lington through Binpjield to the 
wall was called Hevenfelth. On 
the place where Ofwald en'i'leil 
this crofs, a church was aiier- . 
wards built. A church of St. 
Ofwald Hands thcie at thi* -day, 
fays Mr. Smith. 
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tick perfons, or fprinkled upon them, many recovered their health; 
He adds, that after the death of king Ofwald, the monks of Hex- 
ham ufed to come to the place on the day before the anniverfary of 
his death, there to watch the night in prayer, reciting the office 
with many pfalms for his foul (£),- and the next morning to offer 
the victim of the holy oblation. A church was built on the fpoC 
fome time before Bede wrote, who mentions that one of the monks 
of Hexham, named Bothelm, then living, having broke his arm by- 
falling on the ice as he was walking in the night, and having fuf- 
fered a long time much anguifh from the hurt, was perfectly cured 
in one night by applying a little of the mofs which was taken off 
from this crofs, and brought him. The learned Alcuin, in his poem 
on the bifhops and faints of York, publimed by Mr. Thomas Gale, 
at Oxford (2), relates how the pious king, no ways daunted at the 
multitude and ferocity of his enemies, encouraged his foldiers to a 
corfidence in Chrift, and exhorted them to implore his protection 
pro/irate with him on their faces before the crofs which he had fee 
up (c). This author likewife adds an account of feveral miracles 
wrought down to his time in 780, at the relicks of St. Ofwald, 
and at this crofs, or by chips cut from it infufed in water, by drink- 
ing which many fick were cured, even in Ireland, and other diftant 
countries. 80 great was the veneration of the people for this crofs, 
that the abbey of Durham ufed for its feal, during feveral ages, this 
crofs on one fide, and on the reverfe the figure of St. Ofwald's head, 
as Mr. Smith exhibits it from feveral ancient records. Almighty 
God was pleafed to blefs the king^s faith and devotion by granting 
him and his fmall army a complete victory over Cadwalla, who was 
killed in the battle, and his forces, with thofe of his allies, entirely 
routed. 

St. Ofwald, after giving thanks to God, immediately fet hjmfc]f 
to reftore good oider throughout his dominions, and to plant in them 
the faith of Chrift. By his embafl'adours he intreated the king and 
bilhops in Scotland to fend him a bifhop and afliftants, by whofe 
preaching the people whom he governed might be grounded in the 
Chriftian religion, and receive baptifm. The firfl: perfon who came 

Vol. If]. Dd was 

(2) Gale Hiltoriai Anglic. Scriptor, T. z. Oxford 1691. 

[I') Pro falutc amm<t ejus. Thefc prayers were always changed in- 
to thankfgivings when the perfon was enrolled aanong the martyrs. 

[c) Nunc, ptecor, iwviclas animis ajfumite vires, 
Auxiiiumque Dei> cunclis pra'jlantius armis y 
Pojeite, coxle pio t precibus ; profternitc <vcJlros 
l r ultus ante crucem y quam vert ice montis in \jio 
Ercxi, lutilat qua? Cbrijli clara. tropbaro ; 

quoqur nunc nobis pr<vftabit ab hofle triumphant* 
J une clamor populi fertur fuper aftra preca/itis, 
■kt cruet* jsc coram , Domitiumgue Dcumque patt'ntfrtt 
roplitibus Jlexis % excrcitus omnis te/orat. C5V. 

Alcuin. dc Pontificibus et Sanclis Eccle/ia: Kborac. v. 244. p. 767; . 
I hik paflag c clearly explains hi* cpifllc annexed to the council of 
mncioir. 



432 St. OS WAL D, M. Aug. gj 

was of a rough auftere temper, and therefore could do little good, 
and being Toon forced co return home again, he laid the fault on the 
rude indocile difpofitions of the Englifli. Hereupon the Scotiih cler- 
gy called a fynod to deliberate what was bed to be done. Aidan 
who was prefent, told the bifhop, on his Jblaming the obdinacy 
of the Engiiih, that the fault lay rather in him who had been too 
harfh and fevere to an ignorant people, who ought firft to be fed 
with the milk of milder do&rine, till they fhould be able to diged 
more folid food At this difcourfe the whole afTembly turned 
their eyes upon him, as one endued with prudence, the mother of 
other virtues. He was a monk of Hij, the great mon-aftery which 
St. Columba had founded, and to which the fix neighbouring iflands 
were given, as Buchanan mentions. Of the humility and piety of 
this bifhop Aidan, Bede gives us an edifying account, for he was arc 
excellent pattern for fucceeding bifhops and clergymen to follow. 
He obliged all thofe who travelled with him, to bellow their time 
either in reading the fcriptures, or in learning the pfalms by heart. 
He obtained of the king for .his epifcopal feat Lindisfarne, fmce 
called the Holy liland, a place eight miles -in circumference, proper, 
for retirement, becaufe furrounded by the fea when the tide is in, ac 
other times a peninfula, as Simeon of Durham remarks. The bifhop 
fhewed by his actions that he neither fought nor loved the good 
things of this world : the prefents which were made him by the king, 
or by other rich men, he diftributed among the poor, or expended 
in redeeming captives. He rarely would go to the king's table, and 
and never without taking with him one or two of his clergy, and 
always after a fliort repad made hafte away to read or pray in the 
church, or in his cell. From his example even the laity took the 
cuftom of fading till none, that is, till three in the afternoon, on 
all Wednefdays and Fridays, except during the fifty days of the Eaflcr 
time. Our Venerable hidorian admires his apodolick liberty in re- 
proving the proud and the great, his love of peace y charity, 
continence, humility, and all other virtues which he not only prac- 

tifed himfelf, but by his fpirit and example communicated to a rough 

and 

(3) In Bed. Hid. p. 104, & Append, p. 207, 

(J) St. Aidan died in 63 1 , and u way, they would run up to 

is named in the Roman martyro- ** him, and bowing down would 

logy on the 3 i d of Augud, which Cf 'be glad to be iigned by his 

was the day of his death. Bode (t hand, or blefTed by his prayer, 

relates of him many miracles and " They gave diligent attention 

prophecies (1. 3. c. 15.). He " to the words of exhortation 
gives the following portrait of which- they heard 'from them ; 

the clergy and people of this na- " and on Sundays flocked with 

tioii loon after their convcHinn " great cagernefs to the churches 

to the faith: " Wherever a cler- '* or mon arteries to hear die word 

" fry man or monk came, he " of God. If any pi ell haj>- 

" was received by nil with joy * e pened to come into a villa^tN 

(c as a fervantof God : and when " the inhabitants prefently 

*' any one was travelling on his i( thcring together, were lohut- 
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and barbarous nation, which he imbued with the meekncfs of the 
crofs (d). No one profited more by his JefTons than the holy king 
St. Ofwald. This great prince, "before the bifhop could Sufficiently 
{peak the Englifh language, would be himfelf his interpreter, and 
explain his fermons and inftructions to the people. He filled his 
dominions with churches and monafteries, and v/hilft he was go- 
verning his temporal kingdom, was intent only to labour and 
pray for an eternal crown. He very often continued in prayer from 
the 'time of matcins (at midnight, to which he rofe with the monks), 
till day-light. And by reafon of his frequent cuftom of praying or 
giving thanks to our Lord at all times, it is faid that wherever he 
was fitting he would have his hands on his knees turned upwards 
towards heaven. Bede fays that he reigned over Britons, Pi cits, 
Scots and Englifh. The kingdom of Northumberland was then ex- 
tended as far as the Frith of Edinburgh : but by this exprefiion of 
Bede fome other provinces of the Picts, and others in Wales, muft 
have paid homage to him. Penda, the Mercian, .being one of the 
allies of Cadvvalla, and, according to Malmefbury, prefent at his 
defeat, Mercia alfo paid him a kind of fubmiUion : and fo great was 
his power, that all the other kings of the- Heptarchy acknowledged 
a certain dependence ; whence Adamnan, abbot of Hij, in the life 
of St. Columba, ftyles him emperour of Britain. , % 

Wonderful was the humility, affability and charity of this great 
king amidll his prosperity : of which Bede gives us the following; 
rnftance. One Ealter-day, whilft he was fitting down to dinner, 
an officer, whofe bufinefs it was to take care of the poor, came in, 
and told him, there was a great multitude of poor people at his gate, 
defiring alms. Whereupon the king fent them a large fdver diih 
full of meat from his own table, arid ordered the difh to be broken 
into fmall pieces, and dittributed among them. Upon this, St. Ai~ 
clan, who happened to 1 be at table, taking him by the right hand, 
laid, <( Let this hand never corrupt." Bede adds, that this arm 
being cut off from his body after he was flain, remained uncorrupf: 
till his time, and was then kept,, being honoured by all with due 
veneration, in the church of St. Peter, at the royal cattle of Bebba- 
borough (fo called from Bebba, a former queen) now Bamborow in. 
Northumberland. Simon of Durham, and Ingulphus, tvibfy than 
tins arm was afterward kept at Peterborough. 

When St. Ofwald had reigned eight years in great profpfiiity. 
Penda the barbarous Pagan king of Mercia, who nine years before 
had flain the pious king Edwin, uncle to St. Ofwald by h\u mother, 
hut had been vanquifhed by our faint in the beginning of his reign, 
found means again to raife a great army, and invade the C.hriftiar. 

Dd 2 dominions 



,f ous to hear from him the words 
of life: nor did rhe prietts or 
" other eccleiia (licks frequent 
" the villages on any other ac- 
" count but to preach, vifk the 
"Ht, and take care of fouls, 
^nd fo free were they from 



'< any, degree of -the bane of ava- 

*• rice, that no one would r,e- 
** ceive lands or pofJeflious for. 
** building mon aftertax unlelu, 
<* compelled lo it by the fccuU"; 
" power" (ilili. 1. 3. c. /t-U 



4 34 



St. OSWALD, M. 



Aug. s ; 



dominions of our holy king. St. Ofwald met him, with an in- 
feriour force, and was killed in the battle that was fought between 
them. When he faw himfelf furrounded with the arms of his 
enemies, he offered his prayer for the fouls of his foldiers. Whence 
it became a proverb : «■ O God be merciful to their fouls, faid Of- 
" wald when he fell." He was flain in the thirty-eighth year of 
his age, of our Lord 642, on the fifth of Auguft, in a place called 
£jjafer field. Some imagine this to be near Winwick in Lancashire, 
where is a well Mill called St. Oiwald's, which was formerly vifited 
out of devotion ; and that this territory was called Maferfehh appears 
from an old infeription in Winwick church. Neverthelefs, Of- 
waldtry, that is, Ofwald's crofs, a maket-town feven miles from 
Shrewfhury, was alfo formerly called Maferfelth. And Capgrave, 
Camden and others doubt not but this is the place where St. OUvald 
was flain : for he had before when he defeated Penda, added ihat 
part of Shropfhire to his kingdom. The famous church of St. 
Oiwald there ftands without the New Gate, and formerly belonged 
to a monaftery called White Minfter, but is now a parilh church. 
The inhuman tyrant caufed the faints head and arms to be llruck 
off, and fixed on poles. But St. Ofwald's brother and fucceflbur 
Ofwi took them away the year following, and carried the arms to 
his own royal palace, and font the head to Lindisfame. The head 
was afterwards put in the fame flirine with the body of St. Cuth- 
bert, and with, it tranflated to Durham, as Malmibury and others 
affure us. The reft of St. Ofwald's body was tranflated by his 
niece Osfrida, wife of Etheldred king of Mercia, to the monaftery 
of Bardney in Lincolnfliire. During the Danifti irruptions thefe 
reiicks were removed, by the care of Edilred, king of the Mercians, 
to Glocefter, where Elfieda, countefs of Mercia, and daughter to 
king Alfred, built the church of St. Peter. The monument creeled 
to St. Ofwald there is ft ill to be feen in a chapel of this cathedral 
between two pillars : but part of the reiicks were tranflated to the 
abbey of St. Winoc's Berg in Flanders, in 1221, and depofued there 
with great folemnity by Adam bifhop of Terouanne [f). The bar- 
barons 



[e) King Ofwald was fucceeded 
in Bernicia by his brother Ofwi, 
and in Deira by Ofwin, a cou- 
fm of the great king Edwin. 
The latter was remarkable for 
his humility and Angular piety. 
Having once given a fine horle 
to St. Aidan, and the bifhop hav- 
ing bellowed it on a poor man, 
he told him, that a worfc horfe 
would have been better bellowed 

' 011 the beggar. But reflecting 
on what he had laid, he foon 

' after call himfelf at the hilltop's 



feet, promifing never again to 
concern himlelf whatever he 
fhould give to the children of 
God. After reigning feven year 1 , 
Ofwin was flain in war by Ofwi 
at Giliiny near Richmond in 
Yorkfhire, and buried at Tin- 
mouth. His body was found in 
a (tone coflin there in 106^ and 
enflirined. See the MS. life of 
Ofwin Bibl. Cotton, and Matt. 
Weflmon. an. 1 1 10. This church 
was dedicated to the I'leffed Vir- 
gin and St. Ofwin, and iume 

time 
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barous king Penda, after he had /lain five pious kings, Edwin, 
Ofwald, Sigebert, Egric and Annas, turned his arms againft Ofwi, 
who tried in vain to foften him by prefents and the molt favourable 
propofals. Seeing himfeif rejecled by man, he turned his gifts iuto 
prayers, and bound himfelf by vow, in cafe he fhould be victo- 
rious, to confecrate to God his daughter Enflcda, then only one 
year old, and give with her rwelve portions of land (each of which 
was fufficient to maintain ten families) to build and endow mo- 
naileries. God heard his vow ; and Ofwi with an inferior army 
defeated and flew the tyrant near Loyden r now Leeds in Yorkfhire, 
in 6$$. See Bede Hilt. Angl. 1. 3. c. 1, z, 3, 6, 9, 10, 1 1, 12, 13. 
And Alcuin Poem, de Pontificibus et Sanctis Eborac. publifhed by 
Gaie T. 2. 

St. Afra and Companions, MM, The perfection of Diode- 
ilan was carried on with great ^ cruelty by his coliegue Maximian 
Herculeus in Africa, Italy, Rhetia, Vindelicia, Noricum aud Upper 
Pannonia, the government of which provinces fell to his (hare in 
thedivifion of the empire. At Aulburg in Rhetia the apparitors ap- 
prehended a woman called Afra, known to have formerly been 
a common prortitute. The judge, by name Gaius who knew who 
/he was, faid: <c Sacrifice to the Gods : it is better to live, than to 
" die in torments." Afra replied : " I was a great fmner before 
tl I knew God , but I will not add new crimes, nor do what 
*' you command me." Gaius faid: •« Go to the capitol, and fa- 
crince." Afra anfwered, " My capitol is Jefus Chrifl, whom I 
" have always before my eyes. 1 every day confefs my fins : and 
" becaufe I am unworthy to offer him any lacrifice (a), I defire to 
" facririce my (elf for his name, that this body in which I have 
44 finned may be purified and facrificed to him by torxner.ts.' 1 «' J am 
i{ informed," faid Gaius, «* that you are a proltitute. Sacrifice 
" therefore as you are a ftranger to the God of the ChrifHans, 
" and cannot be accepted by him." Afra replied : " Our Lord 
" jefus Chrill hath faid, that he came down from heaven to 
" fare finners. The gofpels teltify that an abandoned woman 
14 warned his feet with her tears, and obtained pardon, and that 
" he never rejected the publicans, but permitted them to ert 
" with him." The judge faid ; " Sacrifice, that your gal lams 
" may follow you, and enrich you." Afra aniwered : 44 J will 
have no more of that execrable gain. I have thrown away as 
fo much filth what 1 had by me of it. Even our poor brc- 
" thrcn would not accept of it, till I had overcome their reluctance 

D d 3 by 

time after given to the abbey of of Auguft, and honoured as 

Jarrow. Ofwi repenting of this chief patron of Tinmouth. 

murder, built a monailery for («) Sinners under canonical 

the monks to pray for his foul, penance were not allowed to af- 

and that of the king whom he lilt at the divine mylteries, hut 

had /Iain. Ofwin b ll'ikd a mar- prayed without the church door 

t/r in fome calendars on the 20th during mat's. 
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«' by my intreaties, that they might pray for my fins 
Gaius laid : " Jefus Chrift. will have nothing to do with 
you. It is is in vain for you to acknowledge him for your 
God : a common proftitute can never be called a Chriflian." 
Afra replied : " It is true, I am unworthy to bear the name 
" cf a Chriflian ; but Chrift hath admitted me" to be one/' Gaius 
laid : " Sacrifice to the gods, and they will fave you." The 
martyr replied : " My Saviour is Jefus Chrift, who upon the crofs 
" proniifed paradife to the thief that confeffed him." The judge 
faid : " Sacrifice, left I order you to be whipped in the pre fence of 
your lovers." Afra replied : '* The only fubjeft of my confu- 
iion and grief are my fins." * f Sacrifice," faid the judge : " I 
** am afhamed that I have difputed fo long with you. If you 
do not comply, you fhall die." Afra replied : " That is what I 
defire, if I am not unworthy to find reft by this confe/Iion." The 
judge faid : " Sacrifice, or I will order you to be tormented, and 
* e afterwards burnt alive.' 1 Afra anfwered : " Let that body which 
ct hath finned, undergo torments. But as for my foul, I will net 
" taint it by facrificing to demons. 1 " Then the judge patted fen- 
tence upon her as follows : " We condemn Afra a proftitute, who 
M hath declared herfelf a Chriflian, to be burnt alive, becaufe flie 
« c hath refufed to offer facriflce to the jrods." 

The executioners immediately feized her, and carried her into 
an ifland in the river Lech, upon which Aufburg ftands. There 
they ftripped her, and tied her to a ftake. She lifted up her 
eyes to heaven, and prayed with tears, faying : " O Lord Jefus 
Chrift, Omnipotent God, who cameft to call, not the righteous, 
but fmners to repentance, accept now the penance of my fuf- 
ferings, and by this temporal fire deliver me from the everlaft- 
** ing fire, which torments both body and foal." Whilft the 
executioners were heaping a pile of vine branches about her, and 
ietting fire to them, fhe was heard to fay; '* I return Thee thanks, 
O J ord Jefus Chrift, for the honour Thou haft done me in 
receiving me a holocanft for thy name's fake: Thou who halt 
vouchsafed to offer Thyfelf upon the altar of the crofs a facrifice 
for the fins of the whole world, the juft for the unjuft and for 
fmners. • I offer myfelf a viclim to thee, O my God, who livelt 
and rcigncJl with the Father and the Holy Ghoft world without 
end. Amen." Having fnoken thefe words flie gave up the ghofl, 
being fuftocnted by the fmoke. Three maids of the martyr, 
Digna, liunomia and Kucropi.i, who had been finners as well as 
their mitlreffi, but were converted, and baptized at the fame 
dine by the holy hi Lop Narciilus (<:), flood all the while on ihc 
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{b) The church, by its ancient or money which was acquired 
dil\:ipline, would not receive, by wicked means. See Conflit. 
even for the benefit of the poor, Apoliol. I 4. c. c, 6. 
the offerings oi publick finners, (c) This St. Narciffus b ho- 
noured 
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banks of the' river, and beheld her glorious triumph. After the 
execution they went into the ifland, and found the body of Afra 
entire. A fervant man who was with them fwam back, and carried 
the news to Hilaria, the martyr's mother. She came in the night - 
with fame holy priefts, and carried away the body, which (he 
interred in a fepulchre fhe had' built for herfelf and family, 
two miles from the city. The fepulchres of the ancients were 
lofty buildings, and big enough to contain feveral apartments. 
Whilft Hilaria and her attendants were ftill there, Gaius was in- 
formed of what they had done. He therefore difpatched foldiers 
thither with an order to pcrfuade the whole company to offer facri- 
jice, and if they refnfed, to burn them alive without any other 
formality. The foldiers ufed both mild words and threats ; but 
finding all to no purpofe, they filled the vault of the fepulchre 
with dry thorns and vine branches, fhut the door upon them, and 
having fet fire to the flicks, went away. Thus St. Afra, her mo- 
ther and three fervants were honoured with the crown of martyr- 
dom on the fame day, which was the feventh of Auguft, as Rui- 
nart, and Tillemont ( 2) obferve ; though their feftival is kept on 
the fifth. They fuffered in the year 304 St. Afra is honoured as 
chief patronefs at Aufburg. In her we admire the perfect femiments 
of a true penitent. At every word and in every thought /he has her 
fins always before her eyes ; perfuaded fhe never could do enough 
to efface them, fhe never thinks on what fhe had already done for 
that end : immediately upon her conversion fhe gave what fhe pof- 
feifed to the poor, doubtlefs led a moft penitential life till her death, 
and Hie rejoiced to fufFer in order to atone for her former crimes.— 
See her genuine acts copied from the publick regifter, in Surius, 
Ruinart p. 45c, Sec. 
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(2) Tillem. T. 5. p. 274. 



noured at Aufburg as the apoftle 
of that country, on the 29th of 
Oftobcr, but he is named in the 
Roman martyrology on the 18th 
of March, He is fa id to have 
Jleii from the perfecution in Spain, 
to have preached at Aufburg, and 



to have returned afterwards to 
his church of Gironne in Cata- 
lonia, where he received the 
crown of martyrdom with a dea- 
con named Felix, mentioned by 
St. Prudcntius, hymno 4. 
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AUGUST 6. 

The Transfiguration of Our LORD, 

Matt. xvii. Mark ix. Luke ix. 

OtJ R Divine Redeemer, in order to fhew us, that the 
fufferings of his fervants are ufually intermingled with 
frequent fpiritual comforts, and to give us a fenfible de- 
monflration of the truth of his promifes of an eternal glory 
referved for us in the world to come, was pleafed to manifeft 
a glimpfe of his majcfty in the myftery of his Transfiguration. 
Being in Galilee, about a year before his facred paflion, he 
chofe to be witnefTes of his glory the fame three beloved dif- 
ciples who were afterwards to be witnefTes of his bloody agony 
in the garden, namely St. Peter, and the two fons of Zebedee 
SS. James and John. He took three that their evidence 
might be unexceptionable: but he would not publickly difcover 
h;s glory to teach his followers to love the clofeft fecrecy in all 
fpiritual graces and favours. All pretences contrary to this 
rule arc fuggeftcd by blind fclf-love, not by the fpirit of God : 
they are a difguifed pride, and a dangerous illufion. Every 
true ferv ant of God loves to be hidden and concealed: his 
motto in the divine gifts, even when he mod ardently invites 
all creatures to magnify the Lord with him for all His unfpeak- 
able mercies, is: My fecret to myfelf^ my fecret to myfdf(\). 
He fears left he ihould be at all confidered or thought of" in 
what purely belongs to God alone, jefus therefore would 
exhibit this miracle in retirement, and he Jed thefc three 
apofilcs to a retired mountain, as he was accu/komcd to repair 
often to fume dole loliuuie to pray. The tradition of the 
Chi ijflinns in Paleftine., of which St. Cyril of Jerufalem, St. 
John Damafccn, and oilier ancient fathers arc vouchers, al- 
lures us, that this was mount Thabor which is exceeding high, 
and beautiful, and wab anciently covered with green trees 
and fhruhs, and was very fruitful. It riles fbmething like a 
£ii<mr~loaf, jn a vait plain, in the middle of Galilee. I hh 
was the place in which t|i<j Man God appeared in his glory. 

fie v.- us transfigured whilfl at prayer, bec^uie it is ufually in 

this 
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this heavenly commerce that the foul receives the dew of di- 
vine confolations, and taftes how infinitely fweet and good 
God is to thofe who fincerely feek him. Many Chriftians 
indeed are ftrangers to this effect of that holy exereffe, becaufe 
thev do not apply themfelves to it with affiduity and fervour, 
or neglect to difengage their affections from creatures by per- 
fect humility, felf-denial, and mortification of the fenfes. With- 
out a great purity of heart no man {hall fee God. A little bird- 
lime entangles the feathers of a bird, and holds down the 
tfrongeft pinion from being able to raife the body in the air. 
So the Jeaft earthly duff clogs the wings of the foul, the lca.fi 
inordinate attachment to creatures is a weight which hinders 
the perfect union of her affections with God, and the full Row 
of his graces upon her. But a Chriftian worthily difpofed and 
fitted by the Holy Ghoft to receive the fpirit of prayer, by 
affiduity in that holy exercife purifies his love more and more, 
transforms his affections, and renders them more and more 
fpiritual and heavenly. Of this the Transfiguration of our 
Divine Redeemer was, among other tranfeending prerogatives, 
a moft noble and fupereminent prototype. 

Whilft Jefus prayed he fuffered that glory which was always 
due to his facred humanity, and of which for our fake he de- 
prived it, to diffufe a ray over his whole body. His face was 
altered, and fhone as the fun, and his garments became white 
as fnow. By this glorious transfiguration of his flefii he has 
1 animated our hope, that even our bodies will fhare with our 
immortal fouls in the blifs which he has promifed us, and will 
inherit his glory. Do we often bear in mind this comfortable 
truth? Can we believe it, and not always be employed in the 
thoughts of it ? Can we think of it, and not be ravifhed out 
of ourfelves with holy joy? Yes: this heavy lumpifh flclh, 
thefc infirm corruptible bodies, at prefent fo often fubject to 
fickncfs, pain and wants, will one day be raifed from the 
duft glorified, impaflible ; no moic liable to heat, cold, df~ 
f cafes, torment or tears ; beautiful, tranfeending in Juftre and 
orightnds the fun and ffars ; endued with fwiftnefs beyond that 
< J f light, and with ftrength equal to the angels ; with the 
power of penetrating all bodies, as Chriff did the ffone of the 
fcpulchre, and the doors when fliut j with dazzling glory, with 
U'Hpcakablc plcafurc in every part or organ j in a word, with all 
the com muni cable gifts and qualities of fpirits, re/emblmg the 
»udy ot Chriff glorified after Jus rcfurreclion, which, as St, 
hwls tells us, is the model upon which ours fhall be raifed in 
pry, A glimple of all this appeared in the iplendour where- 
with 
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with his adorable humanity was clothed in his Transfigu ra . 
tion. 

Mofcs and Elias were feen by the three apoftles in his com- 
pany on this occafion, and were heard difcourfmg with him of 
the deccafe which lie was to accomplim in Jerufaiem. Mofes 
rq^rcfentcd the ancient patriarchs, and the firft faints who 
lived under the law ; Elias the later prophets ; and they (hewed 
by their prefence that all the juft infpired by God from the be- 
ginning had given teftimony to Chrift as the true Mcflias. 
They had both been remarkable for their fufferings in the caufe 
of virtue, Elias having been exceedingly perfecuted by the 
wicked, and Mofes having chofen rather to be afflicted with 
the people of God than to enjoy the greateft honours and plea- 
fures of Pharaoh's court. And the crofs being the conftant 
object of the moft ardent defires of our blefled Redeemer out of 
the excefs of his love for us, they fpoke to him of nothing but 
of the ftripes, thorns, reproaches, and cruel death which he 
was to fufFer. Our loving Saviour, in part to moderate his 
ardour to complete his facrifice by the triumph of his love in 
his death on the crofs, had made it frequently the fubjeel of 
his converfation with his difciples, and even in this joyful 
myftery, would entertain himfelf and the witneffes of his 
glory upon it. If we truly confider and underfLand the fpiri- 
ttial fruits and glory of mortification aad iuffering for Chrift, 
we {hall rejoice in wearing the livery of our crucified Re- 
deemer. The three apoftles were wonderfully delighted with 
this glorious vifion, and St. Peter cried out to Chrift: Lord, it 
is good for us to be here. Let us make three tents, one for t\m s 
cue for Mofes, and me for Elias. This he fpoke not knowing 
what he laid, being out of himfelf in a tranfport of holy ad- 
miration and joy ; defiring never to be drawn from the fight of 
fo glorious an objedt, and never to lofe that fwectnefs and 
delight with which his foul was then overwhelmed. He truly 
knew not what he faid, or he would never have defired that for 
the time of trial on earth which is referved only for heaven. 
Neither would he have contented himfelf with beholding only 
the glorified humanity of Chrift, which vifion can bear no pro- 
portion to the beatifick contemplation of the divinity itfcl. 
He tafted only a linglc drop of that overflowing river which 
inebriates the heavenlv Jerufaiem, and all its blefled inhabitants: 
vet was fo much transported by it. What would he then have 
/aid if he had received into his foul the whole impetuous torrent | 



of heavenly delights ? He who has once tafted that fpint 
iwecmefs which God fomctimcs beftows on fouls in this life 



to 



ftrcngdvea : 



6. Transfiguration of Our Lord.' 441 

ftren"then their weaknefs, and to attract them to his love by 
the fv/cet odour of his ointments, nauft ever after live in bit- 
tcnie/s, alleviated only by refignation and Jove, till he arrive 
at the fountain itfelf which is God. No wonder therefore that 
St. Peter, after this foretafie was unwilling to return again to 
the earth. How little do the lovers of the world know the 
incomparable fweetnefs of divine love, or they would defpife 
from their hearts thofe toys for which they deprive themfelves 
of fo great a good ? Yet fo depraved is the taite of many by 
their pa/lions, that they would be content, were it poffible, 
always to live here, and never think of the joys of heaven. 

tfovir can it be good for us to be here ?" cries out St. Ber- 
nard (2), " where every thing in worldly purfuits is tedious, 
" empty, or dangerous? Here is much malice, and very little 
« wifdom, if even a little. Here all things are flippery and 
" treacherous, covered wich darknefs, and full of fnaresy 
" where fouls are expofed to continual danger of perifhing, 
" the fpirit finks under affliction, and nothing is found but 
« vanity and trouble of mind." To the juft this life is the 
time of trials and labour : Heaven is our place of" reft, our 
eternal fabbath, where our patience and tears will find their 
reward exceeding great. Why do we feek repofe before the 
end of our warfare ? 

Whilft St. Peter was fpeaking, there came, on a fudden, a 
bright fhining cloud from heaven, an emblem of the prefence 
of God's majefty, and from out of this cloud was heard a voice, 
which fa id : This is my beloved Son y in whom 1 am we) I plea/ed : 
hear ye him. By this teftimony the Father declared Chrift his 
only begotten and coeternal Son, fent by him into the world 
to be the remedy of our fins, our advocate, aud our propitia- 
tion, through whom alone we can find accefs to his offended 
niajdly. If through htm we approach the throne of hib mercy, 
we cannot be rejected, he being in his humanity the object 
of the infinite complacency of the Father : through him we 
are invited to apply with confidence for mercy and every good 
gift. By the fame voice the Father alfo declared him the pcifcct 
Unodcl of our virtues, and commands us to hear him, and at- 
itciitJ to his example, in order to fquarc by it our lives, and to 
Mm in our fouls a new fpirit grounded upon the pattern he hath 
fa us o| humility, meeknefs, charity and patience. He coin- 
mantis us alfo to liftcn with the utmoft refnect and docilitv u> 
iisiavino and nioft holy doctrine, which is the word at cTcum/ 
'1 he apoitles that were prefent, upon hearing this voirr, 

were 

{?,) S. Bern. Serin. 6. in Afccns. 

1 
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were feized with a fudden fear, and fell upon the ground. 
But Jefus going to them touched them, and bad them to rife. 
They immediately did fo, and faw no one but Jefus {landing 
in his ordinary ftate. This vifion happened in the night. As 
they went down the mountain early the next morning, Jefus 
gave them a charge not to difcover to any one what they had 
feen till he fhould be rifen from the dead. The Jews were 
unworthy to hear what many among them would have only 
blafphemed, and they had fuffieient evidence by his miracles, to 
which they wilfully fhut their eyes. But Jefus would by this 
give us a fiefh leflbn of humility, and teach us that fecrecy 
with regard to divine graces, and the exercife of all extraor- 
dinary virtues, is the guardian of thofe gifts. From the con- 
templation of this glorious rnyflery we ought to conceive a 
true idea of future happinefs : if this once pofTefs our fouls, 
it will make us not to value any difficulties or labours we can 
meet with here, but to regard with great indifference all the 
goods and evils of this life, provided we can but fecure our 
portion in the kingdom of God's glory. Thabor is our en- , 
couragement by fetting that blifs before our eyes, but Calvary ] 
3S the way that leads to it. When Chrift (hall let us into the j 
fecrets of his love and crofs, and make us tafte that interiour j 
fweetnefs and fecure peace which he hath hidden therein, and 
which the world knoweth not, then we (hall find a comfort 
and joy in our fufferings themfelves, and with St. Paul we foal! 
think of nothing but of loving, and fuffering in what manner 
it (hall pleafe God to make us tread in the footfteps of his di- 
vine Son, being folicitous only to walk in the continual exer- 
cife of pure love — The ninety-fourth fermon of St. Leo which 
is on this myftery, (hews this fcftival to have been obfcrved at 
Rome in the middle of the fifth century. Pope Calixtus III. 
made it more univerfal and folemn by a bull dated in 1457. 

On the fame DAY* 

St. Xvstus, or Sixtus 11. Pope and Martyr. He was a Ore- j 
cian by birth, deacon of the Roman church under St. Stephen, 1 
and upon his demife, in 257, was chofen pope, being the twenty- 
ftfth from St. Peter. St. Dionyfius of Alexandria coniultcd him 17 
three letters on certain difficulties, and recommended to lum to bear j 
a little while with the Africans and fomc among the Afialicks with 
rcrard to their errour concerning the validity of baptihn given by 



Ivcreticks. Accordingly this pope ufed rewards them indulgence, j 

contenting himfelf with ilrongly recommending the truth to them . f 

and his fucccifourii purfued the fame conduit til) that errour ^ | 
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condemned in the plenary council often mentioned by St. Auftin (a), 
St. Sixtus is ftiled by St. Cyprian a peaceable and excellent prelate. 
Though fomc have afcribed eight years to his pontificate, it is cer- 
tain from all the circumflances of his hiflory, that he only fat one 

year (i). 

Callus, the fucceflbcr of Decius in the empire, and a perfecutor 
of ilis Chrirtians, being defpifed for his cowardice, was {lain with 
},is Ton and coIJegue Voiuiius in 253, after having reigned eighteen 
jauruhs. iEmilius then aiTumed the title of emperour; but was 
killed after he had reigned four months, without having been acl 
knowlsdged by the fenate ; and Valerianus, a perfon of a noble 
family, and great reputation, who had beencenior and chief of the 
fenate, was acknowledged emperoar by the confent of the whole 
world. He was at firft more favourable to the Chriftians than any 
of the emperours before him had heen, not excepting the Phi- 
lips; and his palace was full of religious perfons. By^this means 
the church enjoyed peace during three years and a half: which 
tranquillity afforded an opportunity of holding many councils Bur 
in 257, Valerian raifed the eighth, or according to Sulpitius Se- 
verus, the ninth general perfecution, which continued three yen 
and a half", till he was taken prifoner by the Perfians. The chance 
wrought in this emperour is afcribed by Enfebius to a motive of in- 
perllition, and to the artifices and perfuafion of one Macrianus" 
who was extremely addi&ed to the Perfian fe& of the Macians" 
and to the black art. This man whom St. Dionyfius of Alexan" 
dria calls the archmagian of Egypt, had worked himfelf into the 
higheft favour with the fuperftitious emperour, was raifed by him 
to the firft dignities of the Kate, and perfuaded him that the 
Chriftians by being avowed enemies to art xnagxck and to the eods 
obrtrud the effefis of the facriiices, and the profperity of his em- 
pire. Valerian had reafon to tremble for his own fafety upon the 
pinnacle of his honours; for fome compute that only fix out of thirty 
emperours that had reigned from Auguflus to his time had efcaped 
toe violent hands of murderers. But by declaring himfelf an ene- 
my to the fervants of God he dug a pit for his own ruin He pub 
hlncd his nrft edi& agsiinft them in April 257, which was followed 
by the martyrdom of pope Stephen and many others. The perfe- 
ction grew much more fierce in the following year, when Valerian 
marching into the Eaft again!* the Perfians, fenr a new refcript'to 
the lenate to be parted into a law, the tenour and effeel of which 
bt > Cyprian notified to his fellow bifhops in Africa as fo\ . 

lows : 

(1) See Berti Did. 1, in Sax. 3. p. 172. 

Iim!« By Pj CBar y« l, «c« Natalia Alexander, Sec. explain 

£?«»oy, Sirmond, and Alba- it more probably of the council 

T lv ?\ [ T l thc C0UI \ cil of o[ Nicc > bcca,rf « St - Auflin calls 
\V a ' aflemblctl , ouc of all the it a plenary council of the whole 
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lows (2) : " Valerian has fent an order to the fenate, im 
** that biihops, priefts and deacons mould forthwith naffer 11 (even 
though they fhould be willing to conform) " but that fenators, p er . 
4C fobs of quality and -Roman knights Ihould forfeit their honours* 
" fhould have their eftates forfeited, and if they itill refufed to 
facrifice, fhould lofe their heads : that matrons fhould have their 
goods feized, and be banifhed : that any of Cajfar's officers or 
domefticks who had already confeffed the Chriftian faith or iliould 
now confefs it, fhould forfeit their eftates to the exchequer, and 
fhould be fent in chains to work in Casfar's farms (c). Tothi? 
order the emperour fubjoined a copy of the letters which he hath 
difpatched to the presidents of the feveral provinces concerning 
us : which letter I expect, and hope will foon be brought hither.. * 
You are to underftand that Xyftus (bifhop of Rome) fuffered in a 
cemetery upon the 6th day of Auguft, and with him Quailus, 
The officers of Rome are very intent upon this perfection ; and 
the perfons who are brought before them are fure to fufTer, and 
to forfeit their eftates to the exchequer. Pray notify thefe par- 
•* ticulars to my collegues, that fo our brethren may every where 
be prepared for their great conflict j -that we may all think ra- 
ther of immortality than death, and derive more joy than fear or 
terrour from this confeffion, in which we know that the foldicrs 
of Chrift are not fo properly killed as crowned." St. Xyilus fof. 
fered in a cemetery ; for the Chriftians in the times of perfection 
reforted to thofe fubterraneous caverns to celebrate the divine myj!e« 
ries. Here they met, though Valerian had forbidden them to holft 
aftemblies, and here they were hunted out. Quartus muft have been 
a prieft or deacon ; othervvife he would not have fuftered upon the 
ipot, but been firft prefTed by the rack to facrifice. Some think 
this name Quartus a flip of the copiers, and read this paflage as fol- 
lows : "with four deacons (d) ;" for, fay thefe authors, about that 
time four deacons fuffered at Rome, Praitextatus, Fcliciflimus and 
Agapitus with their bifhop, as the Liberian and other ancient ca- 
lendars teftify ; and Laurence who fuffered foon after him. This !aft* 
was his archdeacon, and feeing him led to execution, expoftulated with 
him, lamenting to be loft behind (3). 4< St. Sixtus replied thathefhoulfl 
follow him within three days, by a more glorious triumph ; him* 
felf being fpared on account of his old age." Thofe are iniih* 
ken who fay that St Sixtus was crucified ; for the Liberian calendar 

afliires us that he was beheaded in the cemetery of Calixtus, and the 

exprcilion • 
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(2) S. Cyprian, cp. ad Succcflum epifc. So Fcjlo 
(3) S. Ambrof. Oflic. 1. 1. c. 41. 
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(c) It is well enough known 
in the Carfarcan law what fort of 
fervitude that was, which the 
M/hriftitii G friar were under, 

they being Haves employed in 



the mean eft drudgery of tillage. 

(d) A mi'llake of the con- 
traclion quartus for quatmr in*", 
old MS. wan very ea?y. , 
h the conjecture of 
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expreflion which St. Cyprian ufes fignifies the fame . St. Cyprian 
filtered in the September following ; and all the provinces of the 
empire were watered with the blood of innumerable martyrs (f). 
For though Valerian's firlt edicts regarded chiefly the clergy, the/ 

were 



Xsflum in ccsmeterio ammad'uer- 
fm fetalis, $<vo. Id. Cff cum 

to diaanos quatuor. S. Cypr. ioc* 
cit. ed, Baluz. 

(e) This fierce perfecution 
was continued during the laic, 
three years and. a half of Vale- 
rian's reign. Moll flourifhing was 
the condition of his empire till 
he drew his fword .againll thole 
whofe prayers were the protec- 
tion of the date. They /till 
prayed for thole who rnoit un- 
juflly perfecuted them : but God 
revenged their caule, even in 
this world. No fooner did this 
war break out againft them, but 
the provinces became on every 
fide a prey to barbarians. Va- 
lerian marched firfl againft the 
Goths and Scythians, .who pour- 
ed in upon the empire from the 
north, but the terrible devasta- 
tions committed by the Pern" an s 
in Cilicia, Cappadocia and orher 
provinces of the Eair. called him 
on that fide. Finding his af- 
fairs there in a bad condition, 
he was for purchafing a peace 
for money of Sapor J. the ion -of 
■Annxerxes, who. having revolted 
with the Perilans and flain Arta- 
banus, the lall king of Pauhia, 
had creeled upon the ruins of 
that empire the fecond Per ft an 
monarchy in zz6. Sapor refufed 
to treat with any other perfon 
but the <:mpcrour himfelf, who 
imprudently ventured his perfon 
with but few attendants. The 
barbarian caufed him to .be fur- 
rounded, and fcjsed him prifoner, 
^d as long as Valerian lived, 
awticufeof him for a fuotilool 



or horfeblock, making him '{hoop, 
-and fetting his foot upon his 
neck whenever he mounted on 
Jiorfeback. He Jed him every 
where about in triumph, loade s d 
with chains, and clad in purple 
-and all the imperial ornaments. 
Valerian was taken in r.he fe- 
venth year of his reign, the fe- 
venty^fmh of his age, of Chrilfc 
259, and he lived thus {even 
years in' captivity. Agathias 
fays, that at length Sapor cau/ect 
•him to be flayed alive, and 
•rubbed over with fait ; but this 
feems only to have been done 
after his death, when the Pcr- 
fian had his fkin pickled, died 
red, and hung up in a temple 
•to be afterwards (hewn to the Ro- 
man ambaifadours whenever they 
-mould come into Perfui. The 
'Pagan Romans feemed little con- 
cerned ar his misfortune, or their 
own difgrace, and his unnatural 
ion Gallien ufed no great effojto 
for his liberty, though after his 
death he caufed him to be en- 
rolled among the gods, and the 
heathen Romans, had always re- 
garded him as one of their be/f 
emporoms. TheChriitians looked 
upon this cataltrophe as an effect 
of divine vengeance upon ch i:» 
unjuft perfeciuor of the faints. 
Laclantius writes of it as fol- 
lows : 44 Mot Jong a f tL .,. p c l 

(t cius. Valerian was inflamed 
44 with the like rage, and in a 
" .vepy lircJe time he meda^re.jc 
M deal of the blood of the faints . 
44 Hut God afliitted him with :t 
4< new fort of judgment. He 
'* was taken prifoner by phc IV; - 

fam, 



44 6 



St. SI XTU S, P. M. 



were-' foon extended to the whole 
yonng> men, women and children ; 
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body of Chriftians : old and 
and great numbers of every 

condition, 
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fians, and not only loft: the 
empire, but as he had robbed 
many others of their liberty, 
fo he loft his own at laft, and 
feii under a molt infamous 
flavery. For as often as king 

Sapor had occafion either to 
mount on horfeback, or to go 
into his chariot, he made the 
Roman emperour Hoop down, 
that he might make his back 
a ftep to gee up. And whereas 
the Romans had made fome 
reprefentations of the Perfians 
being defeated by them, Sa- 
por ufed to rally Valerian, and 
to tell him, that the pofture 
in which he lay, was a more 
real proof to ihew on whofe 
fide the victory went, than 
all the pictures that the Ro- 
mans could make. Valerian, 
being thus led about in tri- 
umph, lived for fome time, 
fo that the barbarians had in 
him occafion given for a great 
while to treat the very name 
of a Roman with all pofiible 
indignity and fcorn. And this 
was the heightening of his 
mifery, that though he had a 
fon, upon whom the empire 
had devolved by his misfor- 
tune, yet no care was taken 
by the fon cither to refcue the 
father, or to revenge his ill 
ufage. After he had ended 
his infamous life, his fkin was 
flayed off his body, and both 
it and his guts being tinclurcd 
with a red colouring, they 
were hung up in one of the 
temples or the Periian gods, 
to be a perpetual remembrance 
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of fo remarkable a triumph, 
by which they might always 
put fuch Roman aba/Tad ors as 
ihould be feat among them in 
mind of it, and from fo my. 
ufual a fight, warn them no: 
to prefume too much upon 
their own ftrength, but to rc. 
member Valerian's fall." Gal- 
lien, his fon and fucceffour, ter- 
rified by io dreadful an example 
of the divine vengeance, as Oro- 
fius fays, reftored peace to the 
church- He led a life of de- 
bauchery and fupine indolence, 
whilft thirty tyrants in different 
parts of the world a/Turned the 
purple, and were at war with 
one another. Macri anus, the ma- 
gician, by whofe advice Valerian 
had perfecuted the church, was 
one of this number, but was 
flain the ftrtt of them with his 
two fons. Odenatus, a Saracen, 
king of Palmyra in Syria, re- 
preiied the infolence of the Per- 
fians; for which fervice G allien 
declared him his collegue in the 
empire, allotting to him all the 
Ealt, and giving to his wife Zc« 
nobia the title of Augulka. Af- 
ter the death of her hufband Hie 
became queen of the Ealt, and 
is celebrated for her extraordinaiy 
wifdom, learning and valour. 
The empire was at the fame 
time vifited with a dreadful pelli- 
lence which depopulated its pro- 
vinces : and the barbarians on 
all fides poured in upon it, like t 
torrent, which having broke down 
its banks impetuoufly 1'preads 
itfelf over the whole country. 
Nor could thefe nations be any 
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condition, rich and poor, foldiers, hufbandrnen, fiaves and even 
children were put to cruel deaths, as EufeLius (4), St. Cyprian (jfj, 
and the ancient rnartyrologies teftjfy. 

SS. Justus and Pastor, MM. They were two brothers, who 
in their tender age overcame, with an heroick courage, the rage- 
and power of Dacian,' armed with all the inftrumencs of cruelty. 
This judge was governour of Spain under Diocfefian and Maxi- 
mum, and one of the moll furious minifters of their cruelty in per- 
fecting the Chriitians. In his progrefs through his province in 
fearch of the fervants of the true God he arrived at C6mplutum, 
now called Alcala de Henares, and having caufed the bloody edicts 
to he read in the market-place, began to put to the moft exquifit© 
tortures the Chriftians that were brought before, him'. Juftus and 
Paftor, children who were then learning the firlt elements of 
literature in the publick ichool of that city, (the firil being thirteen, 
the latter only feven years old) hearing of the torments which were 
inflicted on the generous foldiers of Chrift, were fired with a 
koly zeal to have a ihare in their triumphs. They th'rew down 
their books, ran to the place where the governour was iriterrogatirig 
theconfelTors, and by their behaviour about the racks and Other en- 
gines on which the martyrs were tormented, gave manifeft proofs 
of the holy faith which they profetfed. They were foon taken no- 
tice of, apprehended and prelented to the judge He foamed with 
rage to fee children brave his power and authority, and not doubt- 
ing but a little correction would altey their courage, commanded 
them to be molt feverely whipped. This was executed in the moft 
barbarous manner ; but he who makes the tongues of infants eloquent 
in his praile, gave them ftrength to baifie all the efforts of the 
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more confined to their fnows and 
mountains : but in the end they 
oveithrevv that empire which had 
formerly thought them not worth 
a conqueih The faints fhared in 
thelo publick calamities, but by 
their charity , rcftgnation and pa- 
tience found in them folid com- 
fort and joy, and by them at- 
tained to their crown, God con- 
vening all things to the good of 
fiis cleft. Gallieri was murdered 
w 268, after an ignominious 
ttign of nine years from the cap- 
tivity of his father. His fuccef- 
four Claudius II. furnamed Go- 
thicos, a prince of moderation 
*ntl wiiclom, continued to fuf- 
P^u 1 the cdi&s of former pcrfe- 



cutors during the two years that 
he reigned : but after hif death: 
Aurclian railed the ninth ge- 
neral *perfe cation. Nevcrthelei*, 
that fome received the crown of 
martyrdom in the reign of Clau- 
dius Gothicus, is evjdent from 
the holy martyr St. Seve- 
ra, whole body was found in 
the ce me try of SS. TJira/b and 
Saturrrinus, on the Sala'rian wajV. 
one mile from Rome, in 1730. 
Sec the Diflertation of F. Lupi 
on that martyr's tomb and epi- 
taph, printed at Panormo ir„ 
1734: alio the remarks of the 
learned canon* Itoldciti and M*a- • 
ragnoni. 
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world and hell. The foldiers and fpectators were filled with aftonifti- 
ment to fee the modeft conftancy with which in their turns they en- 
couraged and exhorted each other to bear their torments for Chrift, 
and for an eternal crown j and the wonderful cheerfulnefs and readi- 
nefs which they difcovered to fuffer every torture that could be in- 
flided. The judge being informed that it was in vain to expedt their 
rcfolution could ever be vanquiftied by torments, to cover his flume, 
gave an order that they fhould be privately beheaded. This fen- 
tence was executed in a field near the town, and their bodies were 
buried by the Chriflians on that very fpot which their blood had 
fanftified. A chapel was afterwards built on the place. Their 
relicks are at prefent enfhrined under the high altar of a great 
collegiate church at Alcala, of which they are the titular patrons. 
Their martyrdom happened in 304. — See S. Prudentius hymn. 4. 
alias 7. S. Ifidore* &c. 
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St- CAJETAN of Thiena, C. 

From his life written by Del Tufa, bifljop of Acerra ; Helyot, 
Hift. des Ord. Re Jig. T. 4. p. 71. ConU Fleury T. 32. 

A. D. 1547. 

T. CAJETAN was fon of Gafpar, lord of Thiena, and 

Mary Porta, perfons of the firft rank among the nobility 
of the territory of Vicenza in Lombardy, and eminent for 
their piety. The faint was born in 1480. His mother by 
earnelr prayer recommended him from his birth to the patronage 
of the Blcfled Virgin, and as he grew capable of inftruaion, 
never ccafed fetting before his eyes the example of our divine 
Redeemer's humility, mccknefs, purity and all other virtues. 
And fuch was his docility to her leflbns that from his in- 
fancy he was furnamed the Saint. The perfect mortification 
of his paffions from the cradle, made an unalterable fwcet- 
nefs of temper fecm as it were the natural rcfult of his con- 
flitution. The love of prayer taught a conflant recollection, 
and the continual application of his mind to eternal truths mu«t 

him fliun all lofs of tunc in amufemcnts or idle conversion • 
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for no difcourfe feemed agreeable or mterefting to him, unJefs 1 
it tended to raife the mind to God. His affections were 
entirely weaned from the world, and he directed all his aims 
to the life to come. Hi's tender charity towards all men, 1 
particularly hte companion for the poor, and all that were in 
affliction, were remarkahle on' all occafions. Xhe Jong exer- 
cifes of devotion which he daily ' praclifed, Were no hindrance 
to his ftudies, but fanclifled them," and purified the eye of 
his undemanding, enabling him the better to judge of truth- 
fie diftinguiihed himfelf in the ftudy of divinity 5 likewife in 
the civil and canon laws, in which faculty he took the degree 
of doctor with- great ap'plaufe at Padua. To devote himfelf 
perfectly to the divine fervice he embraced an eccle'fiaftical 
ftate, and out of his own patrimony built and founded a pa- 
rochial chapel at Rampazzo, fcr the instruction and benefit of 
many who lived at a confiderable diftance from the parifh' 
church. After this he went to Rome, not in queft of pre- 
ferment, or to live at court, but hoping to lie concealed in that, 
great city, and to lead an obfcure and hidden life, which in 
was impo/Tible for him to do in his own country. Neverthe- 
lefs, pope Julius II. compelled him to accept the office of pro- 
tonotary in his court, and by that means drew him out of his 
beloved folitude, though the faint had the art to join interiour 
recollection with publick employments, and to live retired 
in courts. Being much delighted with the end propofed by 
(he confraternity in Rome called Of the Love of God, which 
was an aflbciaftioh of zealous and devout perfons who devoted 
themfelves by certain pious exerclfcs and regulations to labour 
wirh all their power to promote the divine honouc, he en- 
rolled himfelf in it. Upon the death of Julius 11. he re- 
figned his publick employment, and returned to Vicenza. 
There he entered himfelf in the confraternity of St. Jcrom, 
which was inftituted upon the plan of that Of the Love of 
God in Rome, but which in that place con lifted only of 
men in the Jo weft ftations of life. This circumflancc was 
Infinitely pleafi'ng to the faint, but gave great often cc to his 
worldly friends, who thought it a blemifh to the honour of 
his family. He perfifted, however, in his rcfoluti'on, and ex- 
erted his zeal with' wonderful fruit in the mofl: humbling; 
practices of charity. He fought out the moft diftrellcd objects' 
among the fick and the poor over* the whole town, and /li ved 
them with his own hands, being mofl afliduous about tho'.c 
who laboured under the moft loathfo/ne rlifcafcs in the hofphafv 
■of the Incurables, the levenucs of which hou/e he confideiahly 
men ted: In obedience to the advice of hk conleiiui Jo! in' 
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of Crema, a Dominican friar, a man of great prudence, learn- 
ing and piety, the faint xemoved to Venice, and taking up his 
lodgings in the new hofpttal of that city, purfued his former man- 
ner of life- He was fo great a benefactor to that houfe as 

to be regarded as its principal founder, though his chief care 
was to provide the fick with every fpiritual fuccour poflible. 
He at the fame time emaciated his body with penitential aufte- 
rities, and feemed to rival the moft eminent contemplatives 
in the fublime grace of prayer, and it was the common fay- 
ing both at Rome, Vicenza and Venice, that Cajetan was a 
feraph at the altar, and an apoftle in the pulpit. 

By the advice of the fame director Cajetan left Venice to 
return to Rome, in order to aflbciate himfelf again to the con- 
fraternity of the Love of God, among the principal members 
of which many were no lefs eminent for their learning and 
prudence than for their extraordinary piety. He deliberated 
with them on fome effectual means for the reformation of man- 
ners among Chriftians, grieving that the fanclky of this di- 
vine religion fhould be fo little known and practifed by the 
greateft part of thofe that profefs it. All agreed that this 
could not be done but by reviving in the clergy the 'fpirit and 
zeal of thofe holy paftors who firft planted the faith. To put 
all the clergy in mind what this fpirit ought to be, and what it 
obliges them to, a plan was concerted among the aflbciates for 
inftituting an Order of regular clergy upon the perfect model 
of the lives of the apoftles. The firft authors of this defign 
werr St. Cajetan, John Peter Caraffa, afterwards pope under 
the name of Paul IV. but at that time archbifhop of Theate, 
now called Chieti, a town in Abruzzo ; Paul Configliari, of 
the moft noble family of Ghifleri, and Boniface de Colle, a 
gentleman of Milan. Thofe among them who were poflefled 
of ecclefiaftical livings addrefled themfelves to pope Clement VIJ. 
for leave to refio;n them with a view of making fuch an elia- 
blifhmcnt. Hi^Holincfs made great difficulties with regard to 
the archbifhop: but at length gave his con fent. The plan of 
the new inflitute was drawn up, laid before the pope, and 
examined in a confiilory of cardinals, in 1524. The moic 
4>eriee,t!y to extirpate the poifon of avarice, always moft fata! 
toihe ecclefiaftical Order where it gets footing, and toe/fa- 
bli ,j in r!»e hearts of thofe that arc engaged in that ft ate the 
nu fr perfect fpirit of difintereftcdneis, and the entire difcn- 
j>ajN <nent of their hearts from the goods of this world, the 
y^alou.s founders made it Lhe fundamental rule of their inftitute, 
?hai this regular clergy ihould not only polkf^ no annual : re- 
Venues but lliould be" forbid ever to beg or aft for neceflary 
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fubfiftence, content to receive the voluntary contributions of 
the faithful, and relying entirely upon providence. The car- 
dinals objected a long time to this rule, thinking it incon- 
fiftent with the ordinary laws of prudence. But their oppofi- 
tion was at length overcome by the founders, who urged that 
Chrift and his apoftles having obferved this manner of life, the 
fame might be perfectly copied by thofe who were their fuo 
ceflburs in the miniftry of the altar, and of the divine word. 
But this claufe was added to the rule, that if a community 
/hould be reduced to extreme neceffity, they mould give notice 
of their dkSrefs by a toll of the bell. The Order therefore was 
approved by Clement VII. in 1524, and Caraffa was chofen 
the firfr. general. As he ftill retained the title of archbifhop of 
Theate, thefe Regular Clerks were from him called Theatins. 
The principal ends which they propofed to them felves were to 
preach to the people, affift the Tick, oppofe errours in faith, re- 
ltore among the laity the devout and frequent ufe of the fa- 
craments, and reeftablifh in the clergy difintereftednefs, regu- 
larity, a per feci: fpirit of devotion, afllduous application to the 
facred ftudies, the mod religious refpeel to holy things, efpecially 
in whatever belongs to the facraments and pious ceremonies. 

Rome and all Italy foon perceived the happy efFecls of the 
zeal of thefe holy men, and the odour of their fanclity diew 
many to their community. They lived at firft in a houfe in 
Rome, which belonged to Boniface de Colle but their num- 
ber increafing, they took a larger houfe on Monte Pincio. 
In the following year they were afflicled with a calamity which 
had like to have put an end to their fc>rder foon after its birth. 
The army of the cmperour Charles V. which was commanded 
by the Conftable Bourbon, who had dcTerted from the French 
king to the emperour, marched from the Milanefe to Rome, 
and took that city by aflault on the 6th of May, 1527. This 
duke of Bourbon, after having committed horrible outrages, was 
killed by a mufketfhot in mounting the wall. But rhilibert 
of Challons, prince of Orange, took upon him the command 
of the army, which was compofed in a great meafure of 
Lutherans and other enemies of the fee of Rome. The 
pope and cardinals retired into the caftlc of St. Angelo, but 
the German army plundered the city, and were guilty of greater 
cruelties and execfles than had been committed by the Goths a 
thoufand years before. The houfe of the Theatins was rifled, 
and aim oft demolifhed ; and a foldicr, who had known St. Ca- 
jetan at Viccnza before he renounced the world, falfely ima- 
gining he was then rich, gave an information to his officer 
agiUn.lt him to that effect. Whereupon he was barbaroufly 

E 9 3 fcourged 
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fcourged and tortured to extort from hi'm a trcafure which he 
had not. Being at length discharged, though in a weak and 
maimed condition, he and his companions left Rome, with 
nothing but their breviaries under their arms, and with cloches 
barely to cover themfelves. They repaired to Venice, where 
they were kindly received and fettled in the convent of St. Ni- 
cholas of Tolentino. Caraffa's term for difcharging the office 
of general expired after three years, in 1530, and St. Cajetaii 
was chofen in his room. It was with great reluclance that he 
accepted that charge, but the fanclity, zeal and prudence with 
Which he laboured to advance the divine honour, efpccially by 
infpiring ecclefiafticks with fervour and the contempt of the 
world, drew the efieem of the whole world on his Order. 
The fruits of his charity were moft confpicuous during a raging 
plague which was brought to Venice from the Levant, and 
followed by a dreadful famine. Excited by his "example, Jerom 
Emilfani, a noble Venetian, in 1530, founded another Con- 
gregation of Regular Clerks, called Somafches, from the place 
where they lived, between Milan and Bergamo, the defign of 
which was to breed up orphans, and fuch children as were 
deftitutc of the* means of a fuitable education. At the end of 
. the three years of Cajetan's office CarafTa was made general a 
Jecond time, and bur faint was' fent to Verona, where both 
ihe clergy/and, laity were in the- greateft ferment, tumultubufly 
oppofing certain articles, of reformation of discipline which 
their 1 bifliop was endeavouring to introduce among them. 
The faint in a 'fhort time reftored the publick tranquillity, and 
, brought the people unanimoufly and cheerfully to fubmit to a 
whplefome reformation, of which they themfelves would reap 
all the advantages. Shortly after he was called to Naples to 
found a convent of his Order in that' city. The count oi 
Oppido bellowed on him a'convenient large houfe for that pur- 
pofe, and ufed the mpft prefling importunities to prevail upon 
lim to accept a donation of an eflate in lands ; but this the 
faint con fhin'tly'icfu fed. A general reformation of manners at 
Naples both in the clergy and laity was the fruit of his ex- 
ample, preaching and indefatigable labours." No occupations 
made him deprive himlclr" of tile comfort and fuccour of his 
daily long cxercifes of ' holy 'praj'er, which he fometimes con- 
tinued for ilx or ieven hours together, and in which he was 



often favoured with extraordinary raptures. In 1534* Caiaila 
was created cardinal by Paul III. Clement the feventh's fuc- 
ceii'jur. ' He was afterwards railed to the papacy upon die 
death of rvlarcellus II. in 1555, and died in 1559. Our faint 
was then gone to receive the recompence of his labours, hi 
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i$37' ne went ^ ac ^ to Venice, being made general a fecond 
time; but after his three years were expired, returned to Na- 
ples, and governed the houfe of his Order in that city till his 
happy death. Being worn out by aufterities, labours and a lin- 
gering diftemper, he at length perceived his laft hour to ap- 
proach. When his phyficians ad vifed him not to Jie on the 
hard boards, but to u/e a coarfe bed in his ficknefs, his anfwer 
v/as : " My Saviour died on a crofs, fuffer me at leaft to die 
" on afties." His importunity prevailing, he was laid on a 
fackcloth fpread on the floor, and ftrewed with allies. And in 
that penitential pofture he received the laft facraments, and calm- 
ly expired in the greateft fentiments of compunction, on the fe- 
venth of Auguft, 1547. Many miracles wrought by his inter- 
ccflion were approved at Rome after a rigorous fcrutiny, a hif- 
tory of which is publifhed by Pinius the Bollandift. St. Caje- 
tan was beatified by Urban VIII. in 1629, and canonized by 
Clement X. in 1667. His remains are enfhrined in the church 
of St. Paul at Naples (a). 

The example of this faint inculcates to us the holy maxims of 
difintereftednefs which Chrift has laid down in his gofpels. 
He teaches us, that all inordinate defires, or excefs of folicir 
tude for the goods of this world is a grievous evil, and extreme- 
ly prejudicial to all Chriftian virtues ; he prefTes upon all his 
followers the duty of fighting againft it in the ftrongeft terms, 
and explains the rigorous extent of his precept in this regard (1). 
It is incredible how much avarice fteels the heart againft all 
imprefljojis of charity, and even of humanity, and excludes 
all true ideas of fpiritual and heavenly things. The moft per- 
fect difintereftednefs and contempt of the wor\d y neceflary in 
all Chriftians, is more eflentially the virtue of the minifters of 
the altar ; it always formed the character of every holy paftor. 
But alas! how often does the idol of covetoufnefs, to the griev- 
ous fcanclal of the faithful, .and profanation of all that is facrcd 
or good, now-a-days find a place in the fancluary itfelf ? New 
fences againft this evil have been often fet up, but all become 
ineffectual in thofe who do not ftudy perfectly to ground their 
ibuls in the true fpirit of the oppoiite virtue. / 

(x) Mat. vi. 24. 

(«) The Order of Thcatins one in France, which was found- 
has eight houfe s in Naples, two ed at Paris by cardinal Mazaiirj, 
in Rome, feveral in other parts in 164 y. 

fcHmly, Spain and Poland, and 



On 
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On the fame DAY 

■ 

St. Donates, Biihop of Arezzo in Tufcany, M. Being illuflrious 
for fanclity and miracles, as St. Gregory the Great afiures us, he 
was apprehended by Quadratianos, the Auguftalis, or imperial pre- 
feci: of Tufcany, in the reign of Julian the Apoflate. Refufing to 
adore the idols, he fuffered many torments with invincible conitan- 
cy, 2nd at length iinifhed his martyrdom by the fword in 361. His 
relicks are enftirined in the cathedral of Arezzo. — -At the fame time 
and place St. Hilarinus, a morik, received the like crown, being 
beaten to death with clubs. His relicks were afterwards tranllated 

to Oftia. 

St. Boisil, prior of Melrofs, now in Scotland, but at that time 
part of the kingdom of the Englifti Saxons in Northumberland. He 
was a man of great virtues, and endowed with a prophetick fpirit. 
From him St. Cuthbert received the knowledge of the holy fcrip- 
tures, and the example of all virtues St. Boifil having foretold his 
laft hour, died of the peftilence which made a great ravage in the 
year 664.— See Bede, liilt £ccl. & Vit. St. Cuthberti. 




AUGUST 8. 



4 * 



SS. Cyriacus, Largus and Smarag-? 

dus, MM. 

A. D. 303. 



T. Cyriacus was a hoiy deacon at Rome, under the popes 
Marcellinus and Marcell'us. In the perfecution of Dioclc- 



fian, in 703, he w^s crowned with a glorious martyrdom Mil 
that city. With him fuffered alfo Largus and Smarngdus, 




vanus, ana four women, lvjcnimia, juiuma, vxyi.u; . . 

Donata. ' Their bodies were firft buried near the place ol then 
execution on the Salaiian way: ]but were i'opn alter tranflateel 
into a farm of the devout lady Lucina, on the Oftian road, on 
this eighth day of Auguft, as is recorded in the ancient Lfoxmi 
calendar, and' others. To honour the martyrs, and duly cclc g 
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their feftivals, we muft learn their fpirit, and ftudy to imitate 
them according to the circumftances of our ftate. We muft, ike 
them, refift evil unto blood, muft fubdue our paflions, fuffer 
afflictions with patience, and bear with others without mur- 
muring or complaining. Many pra&ife voluntary aufterities 
chearfully, only becaufe they are of their own choice. But 
true patience requires, in the firfr. place, that we bear all afflic- 
tions and contradictions from whatever quarter they come: and 
in this confrfts true virtue. Though we pray for heaven, our 
prayers will not avail, unlefs we make ufe of the means which 
God fends to bring us thither. The croft is the ladder, by which 
y/c muft afcend. 

On the fame DAY 

St. Hormisdas, M. Ifdegerdes, king of Per/la. renewed the 
pcrfecution which Cofroes II. ,had rajfed againft the church. It is 
not eafy, fays Theodoret, to defcribe or exprefs the cruelties which, 
were then invented againft the difciples of Chrifh Some.were flayed 
alive, others had the,ikin torn from off* their backs only*, others oiF 
their faces from the forehead to the chin. Some were ftuck all over 
with reeds fplit in two, and appeared like porcupines : then thefe 
reeds were forcibly plucked out, fo as to bring off the Ikin with them. 
Some were bound hands and feet, and in that condition thrown into 
great vaults which were filled with hungry rats, mice, or other fuqh 
vermin, which gnawed and devoured them by degrees, without their 
Jjeing able to defend themfelves. Neverthelefs, thefe cruelties hin- 
dered not the Chriftians from running with joy to meet- death, that 
they might pain eternal life. Ifdegerdes dying, the perfecution was 
carried on by his fon Varanes 5 and Hormifdas was one of the molt 
ilJuihious vjclims of his tyranny and malice. He was of the chief 
nobility among the Perfians, fon to the gpvernour of a province, and 
of the race of the. Achemenides. Varanes fent for him, and com' 
manded him to renounce Jefus Chrift. Hormifdas anfwercd him : 
f That this woulej offend God, and tranfgrefs the laws of cha- 
" nty and juftice : that whoever dares to Violate the fupremc law 7 
M of the fovereign JLord of all things, would more eafily betray his 
" king who is Only a mortal man. If the latter be a crime deferv- 
*' ing the worfl of deaths, what mult it be to renounce the God of 
" the univerfe?" The king was enraged at this. wife and jult an- 
Aver, and caufed him to be deprived of his office, honours and 
goods, and even llripped of his very clothes, except a final 1 piece 
of linen that went round his waile : and ordered him in this naked 
condition to drive and look after the camels of the army. A long 
time alter, the king looking out of his chamber windows, faw Har- 
mild as all fun-burnt, .and covered with duft, and calling to mind his 
former dignity and riches, and the high ltation of his father, fent 
lor him, ordered a fhirt to be given him, and faid to, him : " Now 
" «»i leail lay aftde thy obltinacy, and renounce the carpenter's fon." 

The 
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The faint tranfported with holy zeal tore the lhirt or tunick ( a ) ) 
and threw it away, faying : ** If you thought that I fliould fo eafiiy 
*' be tempted to' abandon the law of God, keep your fine prefent 
with your impiety." The king incenfed at his boldnefs, banifhed 
him again with indignation from his prefence. St. Hormifdas hap. 
pily finimed his courfe, and is named in the Roman m ar tyrology. 
The fame tyrant, when Suenes, a nobleman of Perfia, who was 
m&fter of one thoufand Haves, was inflexible in the profetfion of his 
faith, afked him which was the meaneft and vileft among all his 
flaves, and to him that was named he gave all the reft, and Suenes 
himfelf, and his- wife. The confeflbr Hill continued firm in the 
faith, — See Theoderet, Hifh Eccl. B. 5. ch. 39. 




AUGUST 9. 



St. R O M A N U S, M. 



HE was a foldier in Rome at the time of the martyrdom of 
St. Laurence. Seeing the joy and conftancy with which 
that holy martyr fuffered his torments, he was moved to em- 
brace the faith, and addreffing himfelf to St. Laurence, was 
inftrucled and baptized by him in prifon. ConfefTing aloud 
what he had done, he was arraigned, condemned and behead- 
ed the day before the martyrdom of St. Laurence. Thus he 
arrived at his crown before his guide and mafter. The body of 
St. Roman us was firft buried on the road to Tibur, but his re- 
mains were tranflated to Lucca, where they are kept under the 
high altar of a beautiful church which bears his name. 

St. Romanus is mentioned on this day in the Antiphonary of 
St. Gregory, and in ancient martyrologies.' The example oi 
the martyrs and other primitive faints, by the powerful grace 
of God, had not Jefs force in converting infidels than the nioft 
evident miracles. St. Jurlin obferved to the Heathens, that 
many of them by living among Chriftians, and feeing their 

virtue, if they did not embrace the faith, at leaft were worked 

. into 



(a) The Orientals have in all venient cuftom. Dr. Arbuthnot 

ages ufed light filk or linen tu- had reafon to fay, that Julius 

nicks in hot weather ; but the Crefar had neither a lhirt to his 

ordinary ufe of linen fhirts is a back, nor glafs to his windows. 

very modern though molt con- (Tr. On Coins and Meaiures.) 
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into a change of manners ; were become meek and affable, 
from being overbearing, violent and paflionate; and by feeing 
the patience, conftancy and contempt of the world which the 
Chriftians practifed, had learned themfelves fome degree of 

thofe virtues (i). Thus are we bound to glorify God by our 
lives, and Chrift commands that our good works mine before 
mC n. St. Clement of Alexandria (2) tells us, that it was the 
ufual faying of the apoftle St. Matthias, « The faithful fins if 
" his neighbour fins." Such ought to be the zeal of every one 
to infrruei and edify his neighbour by word and example. But 
wo to us on whofe hearts no edifying examples or inftrucrions 
even of faints make any impreffion ! And ftill a more dreadful 
wo to us who by our lukewarmnefs and fcandalous Jives are to 
others an odour, not of life^ but of deaths and draw the re- 
proaches of infidels on our holy religion, and its divine author ! 

On the fame DAY 

SS, Plutarch, effr. MM. The fchool of Origen at Alexandria 
was a fchool of virtue and martyrdom ; for the mailer, notvvithftand- 
ing his extraordinary reputation in the fciences, made it the flrA part 
of his care to train up all his fcholars in the moft heroick maxims of 
Chriftian perfection. Hence it is not to be wondered that out of it 
came many illuflrious martyrs in the perfecution of Severus, which 
raged with great fury from 202, the year before Origen was made 
catechift, to the death of that emperour in 21 1. The £rft of thefe 
heroes of virtue was St. Plutarch, brother of St. Heraclas, after- 
wards bilhop of Alexandria. Thefe two eminent brothers were 
converted to the faith at the fame time by hearing certain lectures 
read by Origen. Plutarch prepared himfelf for martyrdom by a 
holy life, and being a perfon of diftinttion was foon apprehended- 
Origen viiitcd and encouraged him in prifon, and accompanied him 
to the place of execution, where he narrowly efcaped death himfelf, 
fiom the refentment of Plutarch's Pagan friends, who looked upon 
him as the caufe of their lofmg him. Serenus, another fcholar of 
Oiigen, was burnt alive for the faith : Heraclides, a third, yet a. 
catechumen, and Hero who had been lately baptized, were behead - 

: another Serenus, after undergoing many torments, had his head 
fllfo cut off. Herais, adamfel, being but a catechumen, was burnt, 
Mil according to the expreffion of Origen, baptized by rlrc : for 
Origen had among hie cliiciplcs feveral illuflrious ladies. — Sec Eufc~ 
I. 6. c. 3, 4. 

'SS. Pot amian a or Potami^ena,. and Basilidks, MM. Thefe 
two alfo owed their inflruclion in virtue to the fame mailer with the 
jjVimer, as Henry Valefius proves from Eufcbius's hi/tory, and as 
Ivulmus allures us. Potamiana was by condition a flavc, but had 

the 



(') S. Juftin, Apol. 1. (ol. 2 ) p. 127. (2) Strom, f. 1. p. 748 
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the happinefs to be educated in the faith by a pious mother, whofe 
name was Marcella, and feeking the ableft matter of piety, applied 
Imrfelf to Origen. She was young, and of amazing beauty, and 
her heathen mailer conceived a brutifh defire to abufe her ; but find- 
ing her refolution and virtue invincible, and all his artifices, threats 
and promifes in vain, he delivered her to the prefect Aquila, in. 
.treating him not to hurt her if fhe could be prevailed upon to con- 
fent to his paffibn, and on that condition promifing him a confidera- 
ble fum of money. The prefect not being able to perfuadc her, made 
her undergo feveral torments, and at length caufed a cauldron of 
boiling pitch to be prepared, and then faid to her: « Go; obey 
your mafter, or you mail be thrown into this cauldron." She an- 
swered : " I Conjure you by the life of the emperour whom you re- 
«' fpecl, that ypu do not let me appear uncovered, command me ra. 
*< ther to be let down by degrees into the cauldron with my clotheson, 
*' that you may fee the patience with which Jefus Chrilt, of whom 
*' you are ignorant, endues thofe who truft in him. 11 The prefeft 
granted this requeft, and delivered her to Bafilides, one of her guards, 
to carry her to execution. Bafilides treated her with mildnefs and 
civility, and kept off the people, who prefied on to infult her mo- 
deity with lewd and opprobrious fpeeches, all the way (he went, The 
martyr, by way of requital, bad him be of good courage; and pro- : 
mifed, that «« after her death (he would obtain of God his falvation," 1 
as Eufebius expreffes it. .When Ihe had fpoken thus, the cxecu.j 
tioners put her feet into the boiling pitch, and dipped her in by de-' 
grees to the very top of her head : and thus (he rimmed her martyr- 
dom. Her mother Marcella was burnt at the fame time. Tcrtul- 
lian (i) and Origen (2) teftify that many were then called to the 

faith by vifions and apparitions (a). By fuch a favour was the con-| 

verfion 



(1) L. -de Anirna, C.-4* 



(z) Orig. contra Celf. L 1. p- 35 



(*7) Among thefe miraculous 
converfions, none was more ce- 
lebrated than that of the rhetori- 
cian Arnobius. This learned 
man holds an eminent place a- 
mong thofe original authors of 
the primitive ages who learned 
from the enemy himfelf the art 
to conquer him, and borrowed 
from idolatry arms by which they 
defeated it. He was a native of 
Sicca in Africa, and being emi- ' 
nent among the Heathens for 
knowledge and eloquence, at 
firit taught rhctorick in Nnmi- 
dia. Being obliged by his pro- 

feilion to read both ancient and 



modem authors, he acquired an 
extenfive knowledge in Pagan 
theology, of which he was after- 
wards to become the deftroycr. 
He was a moil fiery ilicklcr lor 
idolatry at the time when, like 
another St. Paul, he was -com- 
•« polled by heavenly admoni. 
'« tions" to acknowledge the 
evidence of the divine revelation. 
/ommjs compuljus, fays St Jtfrom, 
(Chronic, ad art. 20 Cotifinnt.) Se- 
veral examples of Pagans con* 
verted to the faith, in thole tiflKl 
of diilrefs, by divine admoni- 
tions, dreams or vifions, are re- 
corded by the belt hiflonaiw, ai 
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verfion of the fotdicr Bafilides, wrought through the prayers cf Se. 
Potamiana, who whilft alive had prortiifed he fhould feel the cffefts 
of her gratitude when fhe fhould be gone to Chrift. A little after 
kr martyrdom, the foldiers who were his comrades, being about to 

make 



of the foldier St. Bafilides men- 
tioned above by Eufebius (hifh 
1.6. c. 5). Ori gen gives us a 
moft authentick teftimony con- 
cerning miraculous converlions 
by divine impulfes upon hearts 
difpofed to receive them, in the 
following words : '* Many peo- 
«' pie have been brought over 
" to Chriftianity by the fpirit of 
" God giving a fudden turn to 
" their minds, and offering vi- 
" fions to them, either by day 
" or by night ; fo that inftead of 
" hating the word of God, they 
u became ready to lay down 
" their lives for it. I have feen 
" many examples of this fort . . . 
u God is my witnefs, that my 
" fole purpofe is. to recommend 
" the religion of Jefus, not by 
" fictitious tales, but by the 
" truth, and what happened in 
" my prefencc" (1. j. contra Cel- 
p. 35). Arnobius being thus 
miraculoufly converted, defired 
baptifm, but the bilhop of Sicca 
coiifidering with what fury he 
had declaimed and itirred up the 
people againft the church, be- 
fore he would admit him to the 
Liver of falvation, required for a 
condition that he mould, by fome 
Earned work, give a publick 
teftimony to the truth which he 
had fo violently combated. The 
Jincere convert was impatient to 
a "ain to the deli red happinefs, 
! n nd compofed his feven books 
tin Gentifa, as St. Jerom 
(informs us, who cenfurcs his com - 
Jiofition for want of method, and 

Quality of Kyle (ep. 46 ad Pttu- 

''*■)> Ncverthclcfs, Arnobius is 



a valuable author, writes with a 
degree of elegance, and doubt- 
lefs would have better polifhed 
his ftyle, if the halie with which 
he wrote had allowed him leifure 
to give it the laft finifhings. He 
borrows many paffages from Ci- 
cero, and from St Clemens of 
Alexandria; but never quotes the 
holy fcriptures, which perhaps 
he had not then read. But he 
mentions, and lays great ftrefs 
on the miracles of Chrift. He 
begins his iirft book by anfwer- 
ing the reproach of the idolaters, 
that the Chriftiana, by defpifmg 
the gods, were the caufe of all 
the calamities that befel the em- 
pire. Tertullian faid long be- 
fore: *< If the Tiber overflows 
to the walls, or the Nile does 
" not rife : if the weather is un- 
€i feafonable; if an earthquake, 
" famine or peftilence happen, 
" the general cry is, ** Strait 
" away with the Chriftians to 
" the lions;" Statim Chrijlianos 
ad hones (ApoL C. 40). Origen 
mentions the fame to have beeu 
their clamour upon every misfor- 
tune, that the gods were angry 
with men for the Chriftian reli- 
gion. Arnobius fliews that fuch 
calamities were even more fre- 
quent before Chriftianity ; that 
earthquakes arifing from natural 
caufes nmft fome times happen in 
the prefent frame of the univerle, 
and that they are indeed difpoiLd 
by the hand of providence, but 
could not be produced in hatred 
of the Chriftians, feeing the Hea- 
thens felt them no iefs feverely 
than, the Chriftians, &JV. The 

idolaters 
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make him fwear by their falfe gods, he declared that he was a Chrj. ' 
Hian, and could by no means do it.' They at firfl thought he jefted; 
but finding him to perfift in his refolution, they carried him to the 
prefect who caufed him to be put in prifoii. The Chriilians who. 

came 



idolaters objefted that we pay 
divine honours to a man that was 
crucified : in anfwer to this Ar- 
nobius proves Chrift to be truly 
God (1. i. & i), and employs 
the general motives of the credit 
bility of the gofpei, namely, the 
miracles of Chrift. and his difci- 
pies, which were the effects, not 
of magical enchantments, as the 
infidels pretended, but of the di- 
vine power. He elegantly dis- 
plays the great and rapid progrefs 
of the faith, which had been 
fpread over the world by a 
few illiterate perfons, in fpite 
of the moft bloody persecutions, 
&c. He fays, that the very 
name of Chrift expelled evil fpi- 
rits, and made their oracles 
dumb (1. 2). He points out the 
time when he wrote, by men- 
tioning the edicts of Dioclefian in 
302, commanding the fcripturcs 
to be burnt, and thofe churches 
to be demolifhed in which the 
Chriftians offered their joint 
prayers to God for the princes, 
magiilrates, armies, friends and 
enemies, the Jiving and the dead 
(1. 4). He proves the unity of 
God, and at large confutes ido* 
latry from its own forms, cuf- 
toms and doctrines, clofcly exav 
.mining into its origin, temples, 
images, oracles, facrificcs, divi- 
nations, games and deifications ; 
turning its own tcllimony from 
its carlicfl: antiquity agaSnft itfelf. 
lie rcafons with great force, and 
beautifies his arguments with the 
touches of a delicate and flowery 
imagination. His rail J cry of the 
jrods and their crimes i^ executed 



With a great deal of genteel wit 
and humour. Nothing fecm>f 
more to befpeak a fine genius 
than the eafy and decent Manner , 
in which he treats this fnbjcctij 
his fatire is innocent, and always ' 
pointed againft the errdur, not 
the man ; and the Heathens hi 
treats with a refpectful regard, 
as men mala ken and unhappy. 
Thus he gains their heart, and 
folicits the reader by the united 
charms of pleafure and truth. 
He wrote this work whilft a no- 
vice in the faith ; yet fhews an 
accurate knowledge of its doc 
trine. Some have charged hint 
with certain miftakes, from 
which Nonrry,CeilIier and others 
juflify him. We have no correct 
edition of the works of Arno- 
bius — See Ceillier,T. 3, p. 375. 

LacTtantius, the famous Laiift 
oratour was in his youth a difci 
pie of Arnobiiis at Sicca in Afri 
ca. He was converted to th 
faith from idolatry (Inft. I. 7. C 
nit, & epit. 1. 2. c. 1 ro), but vv 
have no account by what mean 
this was done. Ceiliier, Le Brun 
and France fch in'i, prove from hi 
works that it happened at Nico 
media, whither he was invite 
out of Africa, in the reign of Di 
oclefian, about the year 290, t 
teach rhetor ick in the Lati 
tongue, lie ilaid there ten year 
but the Greek language onl 
being in requeil in that coiintr 
he had few fcholars, and live 
in fo great poverty, that lit' a! 
ni oft wanted even iieccflaries, 
fct )erom a/fures us. I > oveiiy 1 
deed v, a difcale which oiCtrM^ 
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came to vifit him there, afked him the caufe of his fudden change. 
He anfwered them, that Potamiana had appeared to him on the 
night after the third day from her martyrdom, and had plactd a 
crown on his head, faying, that flie had befought the Lord to give 

him 



jn the republick of letters. A- 
bout the year 3 1 7, he was fent for 
by Conftantine the Great into 
Gaul, and appointed preceptor 
to Crifpus Csefar, whom that 
emperour had by his nrft wife 
Minervina, and who was then 
about nine years old. The great 
virtues and qualifications of this 
young prince endeared him ex- 
ceedingly to his mailer. But 
Faufta, Conftantine's fecond wife, 
daughter of Maximian Hercule- 
us, falfely accufed him of hav- 
ing made an attempt upon her 
chaftity, and prevailed upon Con- 
itantine to give an order that he 
fhould be put to death, as it is 
thought about the year 326, or 
before. Soon after, the malice 
of the flander was brought to 
light, and Conftantine caufed 
the wicked author Faufta to be 
ilifled in a hot bath. The tutour 
continued always faithful to the 
memory of a difciple whom he 
loved entirely, and after his 
death found no comfort but in 
his ftudy. He was very old when 
he was called to fu peri n tend the 
inltruftion of Crifpus C.cfar, and 
his extreme poverty feems to have 
preceded that employment. But 
Kufcbius (in Chron. ad an. 3 1 8), 
and St. Jerom, (in Catal.) fuffi- 
ciently give us to underltand 
that he lived always poor, and 
oy choice, retaining to his dying 
day the utmolt contempt of riches 
and honours, and being very far 
from making any purluits after 
pcalure, for which riches are 
c ! ud, y bought in the world. This 
c^cumlhacc given us no mean 



idea of his piety. For he rnuft 
certainly have been a very vir- 
tuous man that could live poorly 
at a court, that could neglect the 
care even of neceflary things in 
the midft of plenty, and had not 
the lean: tafte of pleafures, when, 
he refided among perfons that 
were overwhelmed in them. He 
feems to have continued at Triers 
after the death of his royal pupil, 
and to have there ended his life. 
He declares that he Ihould think 
his life well fpent, and his la- 
bours fully recompenied, if he 
fhould by them reclaim fome 
men from errour, and bring them 
into the path of eternal life. Sa- 
tis me <vixijje arbitrabor, et offi- 
ciant bominis itnplejfe, fi labor me- 
tis alt quo s homilies ab error ibtis libe- 
rates ad iter ccelejle direxerit (L do 
Opificio, c. 20.) This was the 
end which he propofed to him- 
felf in writing. He is the mart 
eloquent of all the Chrirtian au- 
thors who wrote in Latin : his 
flyle is pure, equal, natural and 
florid, fo extremely like Cice- 
ro's, that accurate criticks have 
confefled themfelves at a lofs to 
find any difference between them. 
Whence Laftantius is called the 
Chriflian Tully . JJ u t h c f a r fu 1 pa f- 
fcth Cicero in his thoughts. Ha 
difcourfeth of God alter a very 
fublimc and exalted manner : and 
as the myltui ies and maxims of the 
Chriflian religion infinitely ex- 
cel the doclriue of the Heathen 
philofophcrs, his writings are 
full of admirable precepts of 
morality ; he lays down clear 
and pevfpicuous descriptions of 

an 
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him the grace of falvation ; and had obtained her reqneft; and that 
he mould fhortly be called by Him to glory. After this, having re- 
ceived from the brethren the feal of the Lord, (that is, baptifm) he 

made 



all the virtues, and with invin- 
cible eloquence exhorts men to 
the practice of them. But his 
pen is chiefly employed in over- 
throwing Paganifm, which he 
confutes with all the ardour and 
fpirit imaginable. Ic mult, how- 
ever, be confefied that he has 
handled theology after too phi- 
lofophical a manner, that he has 
fallen into fome miftakes in an- 
cient chronology, and other 
things, and that both he and 
Arnobius have not fpoken of all 
the myfteries of faith with the 
accuracy and precifion of fome 
other fathers. 

Laftantius, after his conver- 
fion, firil wrote his bock Of the 
*work of Goa\ in which he proves 
a divine providence fuperintend- 
ing all things, from Man, hifr 
principal work i giving an ele- 
gant description of the principal 
parts of the human body, and 
the faculties of the foul. — In his 
book Of Go<fs Anger y he ihew3 
that juftice and the chaftifement 
of fin is no lefs an attribute of 
God than mercy. — His great 
work is that Of divine Jnjiitu lions 9 
compri fed in feven books, in 
which he overturns the fyltem of 
idolatry, and cltablifh.es the true 
worfliip of God- He firlt pub- 
liflied this work about the year 
320, during the persecution of 
Licinius, and (eelns to have re- 
vifed it about four years after. 
In it he mounts up to the origi- 
nal of idolatry, demolishes it in 
all its forms, and confounds its 
molt fanguine protc&ors. He 
combats the different (eels of the 
EJcathen philolbphers, purfuing 



them through all the labyrinths 
of errour and falfe judgment 
without ever Jofing himfclf! 
Having exploded falsehood, he 
introduces the moll noble, f u . 
blime and perfecl philofophy of 
the holy fcriptures, which alone 
fatisiies all the enquiries of hu- 
man reafon, where all fy Items 
of philofophers are innnirely de- 
ficient. This conlideration leads 
him on to the great proofs of 
Chrilrianity. He reprefents the 
law of God in the molt amiable 
light, as the reeftablilhmenc of 
original reclitude, as the band 
of benevolence, the fource of 
true peace and unalterable con- 
folation, and the infallible rule 
conducting to blifs. He ends 
the work with a difTertation on 
happinefs. Virtue requires fo 
many, and fuch (harp conflicts, 
that though men love the re- 
ward, they are too apt to flirink 
at the" price. Therefore this au- 
thor advifes us, while we pafs* 
through this chequered life, to 
keep our eyes always fixed upon 
"the other world whither we arc 
going, and to which this life ia 
only the way. If thi.s be a pain- 
ful Hate of trial, a boiilerouiftho* 
fhort) paflage we mult comfort 
and encourage ourfclves, bear- 
ing in mind that when we have 
once crofTed it, we (hall receive 
a bound lefs reward. Lata- 
tius's manner is no lefs winning 
t'han his argument is every where 
ftrong. He mixes in the de- 
pute no (harpnefs, no invective: 
his apology is eafy, model! and 
affcAing. Truth in the hamj» 
of luch a champion h lure to m« 



MI AN A, Q?c. MM 



4^3 



made the next day, a fecbnd time, a glorious confeflion of the faith 
before the tribunal of the prefer, and fentence of death being pafied 
upon him, his head was cut off with' an axe. St. Potamiana ap- 
Vol, III. F f peared 



* 

umph. When once die heart is 
gained, it cannot be long deaf 
10 perfuafion. This talent of 
infiriuation which perhaps is fel- 
domcr met with than that of 
fublimity, 6r an/ other ingre- 
dient of eloquence, was the cha- 
racter jLaclantius particularly 
fhone in. The flowers of a live- 
ly imagination are fee off by the 
cleanncfs and purity of his lan- 
guage, and by the neat Cicero- 
nian turn of his phrafe and way 
of writing. To thefe advan- 
tages we mud add that no com- 
po/ition can be more methodical. 
How great ah excellency this is 
appears from all writers of true 

taftc and judgment. To this 
was Dr. Tillotfon chiefly in- 
debted for his reputation in ora- 
tory, though he wanted many 

orher qualifications, and_ often 
by multiplying fubdivifions, car- 
ried this to an excefs. But by 
improving what Bp, Wilkins had 
ftgun, in correcting the extreme 
ntgleft of method which had 
reigned in the Englifh pulpit, 
efpecially from the time of queen 
Bli/abeih, he acquired a greater 
name for eloquence than he ha"d 
fyyjuft claim to. This book of 
Laclantius is a model in this re- 
fpeft. A kind of mathematical 
talk' runs through the whole 
vork, the plan of which is fo 
Wpofetl, that it is one clue of 
noughts and realbriing, and by 
ttc peii'cel unity which is pre- 
mvcJ in the fubjea, the feveral 
? r ts leein to flow con feq gently 
rum what went before, in jis 
^Jy a train as the natural fuccef- 
ol our ideas in a dote rca- 



foning. — The w.orks pf Lactan- 
tius have run through a greater 1 
number of editions than thofe of 
any other father ; though fome 
very defective and faulty. The 
firft was publiihed at Subiaco, in 
1465. The German edition pro- 
cured by Buneman, in 1739, is 
more complete than that pub- 
lished by Dr. Spark at Oxford,* 
in 1684, or that by Mr Waffe. 

John BaptifHeBrun Defmarettes, 
the editor of St. Paulinus's works, 
had begun to prepare a per.' act 
edition of Lactantius, which was 
rlnifhed by Nicholas Lenglet du 
^rt:{noy y and printed at Paris in 
two volumes, quarto, in 1748. 
F. Francis Xavier Francefchini, 
a Carmelite friar has moll cor- 
rectly publiihed at Rome, in 
1754, the v^orks of Lactantius 
in nine volumes, octavo, with new 
and judicious diflertations. To 
the notes of fo many cri ticks 
on this author, we mult add the 
Theological Notes and Remarks 
of Dom. Nicholas Le Nourry 

(Apparatus ad BihL Patr. T- 2. 

p. &c) 

The moil valuable book of 

I^aftanrjus, On t->e Peatbs,cf tkt 
Perjfcutors, quoted by St. Jerom. 
was firft publiflied by the learned 
BaJuze. JDom. Nourry denied 
it. to be the offspring or our au- 
thor; but has been abundantly 
confuted by othejs. Ic i„ ad- 
drcJTed to a confe/Tor named 
Uonatus^ who had fullered ic- 
vcral times during the periecu- 
tion. Lactantius relate* in it the. 
feveral perfecutioris which the 
chuich had fufFered, and die ex- . 

cinujary punifluncnu which Cod, 

Had 
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peared to feveral others in dreams, and they were converted to the 
faith. — See Eufebius (hift. 1. 6. c. 5.) and Palladius (Laufiac. c. 3.) 

AUGUST10. 

St, LAURENCE, M. 

From St. A?nbrofe De Offic. L i. c. 41. L 2. c. 48. the four pa- 
negyricks of St. Auftin, ferm. 302, 303, 304, 305, befides four 
ethers in the appendix to his fermons, and bis feventy two bom. in 
Joan, two under the name of St. Ambrofe, St. Prudent, hym. 2, 
de Cor. St. Leo, ferm. 83. St. Peter Chryfol. ferm. 135. St. 
Maximus Taurin. ferm. 56. St. Fulgent i us, l$c. The aft s of 
St. Laurence being a modern compilation are not here made ufe of 
See Tiliemont 9 T, 4. 

A. D. 258. 

THERE are few martyrs in the church whofe names are 
fo famous as that of the glorious St. Laurence, in whofc 
praifes the moft illuftrious among the Latin fathers have exerted 
their eloquence, and whofe triumph, to ufe the words of St. 
Maximus, the whole church joins in a body to honour with 
univerfal joy and devotion. The ancient fathers make no men- 
tion of his birth or education - 9 but the Spaniards call him their 
countryman. His extraordinary virtue in his youth recom- 
mended him to Sr. Xyftus, then archdeacon of Rome, who took 
him uiidcr his protection, and would be himfclf his inftru&or 



Jiad inflicted on the pcrfecurors. 
He tells us, that as the enipcrour 
Maximianus was offering facri- 
iicc, one of his officers made the 
jign of the crofs, and thereupon, 
to the great trouble of the Pa- 
gans, the aufpices were diiiurbed, 
and the demons difappeared. 
'i'his book is writ with elegance 
and fpirk. Dr. Gilbert liurnct 

-•fays 3 the flyle is. too iloivcry for 



hiftory, but the work is not merely 
hiftorical. The doctor tranllatet) it 
into Englifli, and piinted it full m 
1686, and again in 1714* P^' ( 
fixing a preface againft pcrfec ' 
tion on account of religious au ^ 

ters. Sec p. 51. He pub'j 

limed the fame in French 

Utrecht, in 1687. See *1 ill; 

mont, T. 6. p. 206. am! t« 
lier, T. 3. p. 387. 
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in the ftudy of the holy fcriptures, and in the maxims of chrif- 
tian perfection. St. Xyftus being raifed to the pontificate, in 
257, he ordained Laurence deacon and though he was yet 
young, appointed him the firft among the feVen deacons who 
ferved in the Roman church : hence by feveral fathers he is 
called the pope's archdeacon. This was a charge of great tru/r, 
to which was anriexed the care of the treafury and riches of the 
church, and the diftribution of its revenues among the poor. 
How faithful and diiinterefted our holy deacon was in the dis- 
charge of this important and difficult office, appears from the 

The emperour Valerian, through the perfuafibn of Macriah, 
in 257, publifhed his bloody edicts againft the church, Which 
hefoolifhly flattered himfelf he was able to deftroy, not know- 
ing it to be the work of the Almighty. That by cutting off the 
fhepherds he might difperfe the flocks, he commanded all bi- 
(hops, priefts and deacons to be put to death without delay. 
The holy pope St. Xyftus, the fecond of that name, was ap- 
prehended the year following. As he was led to execution, his 
deacon St. Laurence followed him weeping, and judging him- 
felf ill treated becau/e he was not to die With him, faid to him : 
" Father, where are you going without your fon ? Whither 
" are you going, O holy prieft-, without your deacon ? You 
" were never wont to offer facrifice without me your minifter. 
Cl Wherein have I difpleafed you ? Have you found me want- 
4< ing to my duty? Try me now, and fee, whether you have 
u made choice of an unfit minifter for difpenfing the blood of 
" the Lord.'' He could not, without an holy envy, behold 
his bifliop go to martyrdom, and himfelf left behind ; and be- 
ing inflamed with a defire to die for Chrift, he burft into this 
complaint. From the Jove of God, and an earned longing to 
be with Chrift, he contemned liberty and life, and thought of.' 
110 other honour but that of fuffbring for his Lord. Hence he 
reputed the world as nothing, and accounted it his happinefs to 
leave it, that he might come to the enjoyment of his God : for 
this he grieved to fee himfelf at liberty, was defirous to be in 
duins, and was impatient for the rack. The Holy pope, ar 
toe light of his grief was moved to tendcrnofs and couipailion., 
:i »tl comforting, he anfwered : "I do not leave you, my 
"fou: but a greater trial, and a more glorious viclory are 
l( re/crved for you who are flout and in the vigour of youth.. 
* Wc are fpared on account of our wcaknefs and old age. 

You fliall follow me in three day:,*'" He added a charge to 
Qiwiihiiic immediately among the poor the treafures of the 
cliuich which were cojiimittcd to his cure, leli the poor fliouhi 
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be robbed of their patrimony if it fhould fall into the hands o< 
the perfecutors. Laurence was full of joy hearing that he fhould 
be fo foon called to God, fet out immediately to feek all the 
poor widows and orphans, and gave among them all the money 
which he had in his hands; he even fold the facred veffels to 
increafe the fum, employing it all in the like manner. The church 
at Rome was then poflelTcd of confiderable riches. For befides 
the neceflary provifion of its minifters, it maintained many 
widows and virgins, and fifteen hundred poor people, of whofe 
names the bifhop or his archdeacon kept the lift ; and it often 
fent large alms into diftant countries. It had like wife very rich 
ornaments and vetTels for the celebration of the divine myfte- 
ries, as appears from Tertullian, and the profane Heathen (cof- 
fer Lucian. Eufebius tells us (i), that the magnificence of 
the facred veffels inflamed the covetoufnefs of the perfecutors. 
St. Optatus fays (2), that in the perfecution of Dioclefian, the 
churches had very many ornaments of gold and fiiver. St. Am- 
brofe (3) fpeaking of St. Laurence, mentions cojifecrated vef- 
fels of g<»ld and fiiver; and St. Prudentius fpeaks of chalices of 
gold and fiiver, embofled, and fet with jewels. 

J he prefect of Rome was informed of thefe riches, and ima- 
gining that the Ch rift ians had hid confiderable treafures, he was 
extremely defirous to fecure them ; for he was no lefs a wor- 
ihipper or gold and fiiver than of Jupiter and Mars. With this 
view he fent for St. Laurence, to whofe care thefe treafures were 
committed. As foon as he appeared, he faid to him, accord- , 
ing to St. Prudentius : " You often complain that we treat you 1 
** with cruelty : but no tortures are here thought of : I only 
* 6 enquire mildly after what concerns you. I am informed that 
* c your priefts offer in gold, that the facred blood is received in 
li fiiver cups, and that in your nocturnal facriflccs you have 
* 6 wax tapers fixed in golden candlefticks. Bring to light thefe 
< c concealed treafures : the prince has need of them for the 
* c maintenance of his forces. I am told, that according toyc 
<c doctrine, you muft render to C;efar«the things that belong 
cc to him. I do not think that your God cauieth money to be 
4C coined : he brought none into the world with him: lie only, 
" brought words. Give us therefore the money, and be rich' 
4C in words " St. Laurence replied, without {hewing 3"/ 
concern : cc The church is indeed rich ; nor hath the crnp 
** rour any freafurc equal to what it poAcflcth. I will flictfj 

you a valuable part: but allow me a little time to U 
6C every thing in order, and to make an inventory." 'Ht 

prcfcC 
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prefect did not underftand of what treafure Laurence fpoke, but 
imagining himfelf already poflefled of hidden wealth, was fattf- 
fied with this anfwer, and granted him three days refpite. During 
this interval Laurence went all over the c ity , feeking out in every 
ltrcet the poor who were fupported by the church, and with 
whom do other was fo well acquainted. On the third day he 
fathered together a great number of them before the church, 
and placed them in rows, the decrepite, the blind; the lame, the 
maimed, the lepers, orphans, widows and virgins : then lie 
went to the prefect, invited him to come and fee the treafure 
of the church, and conducted him to the place. The prefect 
aftonifhed to fee fuch a number of poor wretches, who made a 
horrid fight, turned to the holy deacon with looks full of difor- 
derand threatenings, and afked him what all this meant, and 
where the treafures were which he had promifed to fhew him. 
St. Laurence anfwered : " What are you difpleafed at ? The 
<< gold which you fo eagerly defire, is a vile metal, and ferves 
< 4 to incite men to all manner of crimes. The light of heaven 
« is the true gold, which thefe poor objects enjoy. Their 
«< bodily weaknefs and fufferings are the fubjc& of their pa- 
« tience, and the higheft advantages.: vices and paffions are 
" the real difeafes by which the great ones of the world are 
" often pod truly miferable and defpicable. Behold in thefc 
" poor peribns the treafures which I promifed to mew you : 
" to which I will add pearls (a) and precious ftones, thofo 
" widows and confecrated virgins, which are the church's 
cc crown, by which it is pleating to Chrift : it hath no other 
" riches : make ufe then of them for the advantage of Rome, 
" of 'the emperour, and yourfelf." Thus he exhorted him as 
Daniel did Nabuchodonofor, to redeem his fins by fmcere re- 
pentance and almfdeeds, and fhewed him where the church 
placed its treafure. The earthly-minded man was far from 
forming fo noble an idea of an object, the fight of which of- 
fended his carnal eyes, and he cried out in a tranfport of rage : 
" Do you thus mock me? Is it thus that the axes and the faf- 
u ccs, the facred cniigns of the Roman power, are infultcd ? 
" I know that you delirc to die : this is your phrenzy and va- 
" nity. But you fhall not die immediately, as you imagine* 
u I will protract your tortures, that your death may be the 

¥ f 3 *' moie 
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* c more bitter as it {hall be flower. You fliall die by inches." 
Then he caufed a great gridiron to be made ready, and live coals 
almoft extinguiftied to be thrown under it, that the martyr might 
be flowly burnt. Laurence was ftripped, extended, and bound 
with chains upon this iron bed over a flow fire, which broiled 
his flefh by little and little, piercing at length to his very bow- 
els. His face appeared to the Chriftians newly baptized, to be 
Surrounded with a beautiful extraordinary light, and his broiled 
body to exhale a fweet agreeable fmell : but the unbelievers 
neither faw this light nor perceived this fmell. The martyr felt 
not the torments of the perfecutor, fays St. Auftin, fo vehe- 
ment was his defire of pofIefling Chrift. And St. Ambrofe ob- 
serves, that whilft his body broiled in the material flames, the 
fire of divine love, which was far more active within his breaft, 
made him regardlefs of the pain : having the law of God before 
his eyes, he efteemed his torments to be a refrefhment and a 
comfort- Such was the tranquillity and peace of mind which 
he enjoyed, amidft his torments, that having fuffered a long 
time, he turned to the judge, and faid to him with a cheerful 
and fmiling countenance: tfc Let my body be now turned: one 
cc fide is broiled enough. " When, by the prefect's order, 
the executioners had turned him, he faid : " It is drefled 
** enough ; you may eat." The prefect infulted him, but the 
martyr continued in earned prayer, with fighs and tears im- 
ploring the divine mercy with his Jaft breath for. the converfion 
^of the city of Rome. This he begged Chrift fpeedily to ac- 
compliih, who had. fubjecled the world to this city, that his 
faith might, by triumphing one day in it, more eafily fprcad 
itfelf from the head over all. the provinces, or members of its 
empire. ' This grace he afked of God for that city for the fake 
of the two apoftles St. Peter and St. Paul, who had there be- 
gan to plant the crofs of Chrift,' and had watered that city with 
their blood. The faint having finiflaed his prayer, and corn- 
pleated his holocauft, lifting up his eyes towards heaven, gave 
up the ghoft. ' St. Prudentius doubts not to afcribe to his prayer 
the entire converiion of Rome, and fays, God began to grant 
his re que ft at the very time he put it up; for feverai fenators 
who were prefent at his death, were fo powerfully moved by 
his tender and heroick fortitude and piety, that they became 
Chriftians upon the fpot. Thefe noblemen took up the inar- 
fy/s body on their fhouldcrs (Z»), and gave it an honourable 

burial 

{b) Vexere corpus fub dills 
(It'r'vicihus fjuiJaw pat res 
yh/01 mira IH'ertas >vh i 
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burial in the Veran field, near the road to Tibur, on the tenth 
ofAuguft, in 258. His death, fays St. Prudentius, was the 
death of idolatry in Rome, which from that time began more 
fenfiMy to decline : and now^ adds the fame father, the fen ate 
itfelf (c) venerates the tombs of the apoftles and martyrs. He 
defcribes with what devotion and fervour the Romans frequent- 
ed the church of St. Laurence, and commended themfelves in 
all their neceffities to his patronage : and the happy fuccefs of 
their prayers proves how great his power is with God. The 
poet implores the mercy of Chrifr. for himfelf, and begs he may 
obtain by the prayers of the martyrs (d) what his own cannot. 
St. Auftin allures us that God wrought in Rome an incre- 
dible number of miracles through the interceflion of St. f Lau- 
rence. St. Gregory of Tours, Fortunatus, and others, relate 
feveral performed in other places. It appears from the facra- 
mentary of pope Gelafius, that his feaft has been kept with a 
vigil and an octave at lean: ever fince the fifth age. In the reign 
of Conftantine the Great, a church was built over his tomb, 
on the road to Tibur, which is called St. Laurence's without 
the walls: it is one of the five patriarchal churches in Rome» 
Seven other famous churches in that city bear the name of this 
glorious faint. In him we have a fenfible demonftration how 
powerful the grace of Jefus Chrift is, which is able to fweeten 
whatever is bitter and harfh to flefh and blood. If we had the 
refolution and fervour of the faints in the practice of devotion, 
we fhould find all feeming difficulties which difcourage our pu- 
fillanimity to be mere fhadows and phantoms. A lively faith, 
jj like that of the martyrs, would make us, with them, contemn 
s the honours and pleafures of the world, and meafure the goods 
and evils of this life, and judge of them, not by nature, but by 
the li^ht and principles of ruth only. And did we fincerely 
love God, as they did, we fhould embrace his holy will with 
joy in all things, have no other defirc, and find no happinefs 

F f 4 but 

(f) Ipfa et fenattts lamina^ 
{Quondam Luperci et t Iambics 
slpojiolorutn et inartyrum : 
Rxofculantur limina. ib. v. 518. 
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Et muneris quantum datum, 
Proliant Quirt turn g audi a, 

Hhtibus rogatus anvuii (Laurenti), ib. V. 561J 
(d) I ndignns , agmfio et fc.o, 
Qtcm Chriftus ipfc exaudiat ; 
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but in it. If we arc dejefled or impatient under troubles, in- 
dulge murmurs and complaints, or call ourfelves unhappy in 
them, it is evident that inordinate felf-love reigns in our hearts, 
and that we feek our own inclinations more than the will of 
God. The ftate of fuffering is the true teft of our love, by 
which wc may judge whether in duties that are agreeable to na- 
ture we love the will of God, or only do in them our own will. 
If felf-love difcovers itfelf in our fufferings, all the reft of our 
lives is to be fufpedted of the fame diforder ; nor can we eafily 
give any other evidence that faith and divine love are the prin- 
ciples of our actions. 

On the fame DAY 

St. Deusdedit, C. He was a poor labouring man, who fan&i- 
ficd all his adlions by afliduous prayer and penance. He diftribtucd 
among the poor every Saturday all he could fave from what he 
earned in ihe week. — See che Roman Martyrology, and St. Gre- 
gory (Dial. 1. 4. c. 46). 



AUGUST 11. 

SS. Tiburtius, M. and Chroma- 

tius, C. 

Abridged from ihe Afts of St. Sebafian^ &c. 

A. D. 286. 

AGrestius Chromatids was vicar to the prefect 
of Rome, and had condemned fevcral martyrs in the 
reign of Carinus, and in the firft years of Dioclcfian. St. Traii- 
quillinus being brought before him," allured him, that having 
been afllitf ed with Hie gout, be had recovered a perfect ftate of 
health by being ^aptixed. " ChrotAatius was troubled with the 
fame diilempery and being convinced by this miracle of the 
truth of the fofpcl/ Cent for Pblycarp, the prieft who had bap- 
tised Tianquillinus, and receiving the facramcnt oi baputoi, 
was freed from that con oral infirmity, by which miracle God 
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was pleafed to give him a fenfible emblem of the fpiritual 
health which that holy laver conferred on his foul. From that 
time he harboured many Chriftians in his houfe* to fhelter them 
from the perfecution, and refigned his dignity, in- which he 
was fucceeded by one Fabian. Chromatius's ion, Tiburtius, was 
ordained fubdeacon, and was foon after betrayed to the perie- 
cutors, condemned by Fabian to many torments, and at length 
beheaded on the Lavican road, three miles from Rome, where 
a church was afterwards built. He is mentioned in feveral 
ancient martyrologies with his father Chromatius, who retiring 
into the country, lived there concealed in the fervent practice 
of all Chriftian virtues. 



St. SUSANNA, V. M. 

CHE was nobly born in Rome, and is faid to have been 
& niece to pope Caius. Having made a vow of virginity, 
me refufed to marry ; on which account fhe was impeached as 
a Chriftian, and fuffered with heroick conftancy a cruel mar- 
tyrdom. No genuine acts of her life are now extant ; but 
me is commemorated in many ancient martyrologies, and the 
famous church which is at prefent ferved by Ciftercian monks, 
has bore her name ever fince the fifth century, when it was 
one of the titles or parifhes of Rome. St. Sufanna fuffered to- 
wards the beginning of Dioclefian's reign, about the year 
295. Sufferings were to the martyrs the moft diftinguifhing 
mercy, extraordinary graces, and fources of the greateft crowns 
and glory. All afflictions which God fends are in like man- 
ner the greateft mercies and bleflings ; they are the moft pre- 
cious talents to be improved by us to the increafing of our 
love and affection to God, and the excrcife of the moft he- 
roick virtues of felf- denial, patience, humility, refignation, 
and penance. They are al fo moft ufeful and neceflary to 
bring us to the knowledge of ourfelvcs and our Creator, which 
we are too apt to forget without them. Wherefore whatever 
erodes or calamities befal us, we muft be prepared to bear 
them with a patient rcfignation to the divine will : we ought 
to learn from the martyrs to comfort ourfelvcs, and to rejoice 
in them, as the greateft blcftings. How bafe is our cowardice, 
and how criminal our folly if by neglecting to improve thc;iy 
advantageous talents of licknefs, loilcs and other afflictions, 
we make the moft precious mercies our heavieft curfe ! By 
honouring the martyrs we pronounce our own condemnation. 

On 
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On the fame DAY 



St. Gery or Gauge ric us, Bifiiop of Cambray, C. He was 
a native of Yvois, in the diocefs of Triers, at prefent a fmall, but 
ftrong town in the dutchy of Luxemburg. He was brought up at 
home in the (ludy of facred learning, and in the afliduous prac- 
tice of felf-denial, watching, prayer and almfdeeds. This private 
education preferved him from that corruption of morals and fen- 
timents into which youth too often fall, whilfl to fafhion them, 
felves to the polite and refined manners of the world they are 
trained up in pleafure and vanity, and frequently expofed to the 
moft baneful influence of bad company. St. Magneric, the fuc- 
celTour of St. Nicetas in the bifhoprick of Triers, coming to Yvois 
was much delighted with the fanclity and talents of St. Gery, and 
ordained him deacon. From that moment the faint redoubled his 
fervour in the exercife of all good works, and applied himfelf with 
unwearied zeal to the functions of his facred miniftry, efpecially to 
theinftruclion of the faithful. The reputation of his virtue and learn- 
ing raifed him to the epifcopal chair of Cambray and Arras, which 
fees remained united from the death of St. Vedalt to the year 1093. 
This faint continued his labours in that charge for thirty- nine years, 
and entirely extirpated out of that country the remains of idolatry. 
Jjeft through the multitude of affairs he mould in any degree forget 
that the fan&iffcation of his own foul was his firft and moft eflential 
duty, and that without attending to this in the firft place, he could 
hope for little fruit of his labours for the falvation of others, and 
could not expect that God would make any account of them, he 
was careful to feafon them with afliduous recollection, prayer and 
felf-examinatipn, but from time to time he betook himfelf to fomc 
retired folitudc there to attend to. God alone, and to recommend to 
him by fervent prayer the fouls entrufled to his care. Among other 
miracles recounted of him, it is related by the author of his life, 
that at Yvois a leaper was healed by being baptized by him ; 
which aptly reprefented the interiour cleanfing of the foul from fin. 
St. Gery was called to eternal veil on the 11th of Auguft, 6iq, and 
was buried in the church which he had built in honour of St. Me- 
dard. This being demolifhed by the cmperour Charles V. for the 
building of the citadel, the canons were removed, and took with 
them the rclicks of our faint, to an old church of St. Vedall, 
which from that time has borne the name of St. Gery. — See the au- 
thontick life of this faint written in the following century alter 
his death : alfo Chatillon Series Epifc. Carrier ae. et Atnhat. 

St. Equitius, Abbot He ttourifhed in Abruzzo at the fame 
time that Sr. Rennet cftabliflied his rule at Mount Caffino. In his 
youth he was molcfled with violent temptations of the flefli, to 
which he oppofed auflcritics- and continual prayer: and at length 
God was ploafcd entirely to free him from the (lings of that domel- 
tick enemy. He peopled the whole province of Valeria with fer- 
vent monks, who lived difperfed through the woods and kMh 
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and were all employed in prayer and manual labour- St. Equitius 
vifited and inftructed them, and fomelimes invited and exhorted 
the people in the towns and villages to the love and fervice of God. 
He being only a layman, this was mifconltrued by fome perfons as 
jf the fervant of God had thereby ufurped an ecclefiaftical fun&ion. 
flut the pope, after being fully informed, forbad him to be inter- 
rupted in giving private exhortations, an office of charity, in 
which the Holy Ghoft feemed to be his matter. He worked the 
whole day in the fields, except when he was taken up in the vifi cation 
of his difciples, and only returned to his hermitage in the evening fa- 
t^ued with his labour. He went in coarfe and ragged clothes, and 
his whole life breathed the air of auftere penance and fervent cha- 
rity and devotion. He took under his direction a numerous mo- 
naftery cf holy virgins, but never allowed any young monk to 
come near it. He was favoured with the gift of prophecy, and 
died about the year 540. His remains are kept with honour in the 
church of St. Laurence in Aquila. See St. Gregory Dial. 1. i. 

c. 4. 
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St. CLARE, Virgin and Abbefi 



From her authentic! life, written foon after her death, by order of 
pope Alexander IV. who had pronounced her fumral pant gy rick 
whilft cardinal of Ojria* and who cuttonized her t ivo years af- 
ter. See alfo the annals of the Fr and /can Order compiled by 
the learned F. Luke Wadding j and her life publijhed in Englijh* 

A. D. 1253. 

CT. CLARE was daughter to Phavorino SdiTo ^oblc 
knight who had diftingui/hed himfelf in the ^ars ) and his 
virtuous fpoufc called Hortulana. Thcfb ilh \itri. i\v. pel fornixes 
who held the iirft rank at Aflifium for the'r binh and riches, 
were ftill more eminent for their cxtrao.dinai v piety. They 
had three daughters Clare, Agnes and Peatrki- [a) m St. Clare 

was 



(«) Hortulana met with a fen- 
fible afllidion in the lofs of her 
hulband : but upon that occafion 
fifing her heart to God, fhe faid 



couragcouflv : " Sovereign Lord, 
" my aTccUon.s for my hit /band 
'* carric I me, to an excefs, and 
" was a hindrance to the perfect 

*' reign 
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was born, in 1193, at Afiifium, a city in Italy built on aftony 
mountain called Afli. From her infancy fhe was extremely 
charitable and devout. It was her cuftom to count her taflc 
of Paters and Aves by a certain number of little {rones in her 
]ap, in imitation of fome ancient anchorets in the Eait(i), 
Her parents began to talk to her very early of marriage, which 
gave her great afHiclion ; for it was her moft ardent defire to 
have no other fpoufe but Jefus Chrift. Hearing the great re- 
putation of St. Francis, who fet an example of perfection to 
the whole city, fhe found means to be conducted to him by a 
pious matron, and begged his inftru£lion and advice. He 
fpoke to her on the contempt of the world, the {hortnefs of 
life, and the love of God and heavenly things in fuch a man- 
ner as warmed her tender bread, and upon the fpot {he formed 
a refolution of renouncing the world, St. Francis appointed 
Palm-Sunday for the day on which fhe Should come to him. 
On that day Clare d relied in her molt fumptuous apparel went 
with her mother and family to the divine office, but when all the 
reft went up to the altar to receive a palm- branch, bafhfulncfs 



ef reign of thy love in my heart. 

*« Therefore haft thou been 
*' pleafed to deprive me of fo 

great a- comfort and fupport : 
** May thy name be for ever 

praifed. I am Thine, and to 
** Thy Service I confecrate my 
ftC foul and affections, with all I 
" poSTers." This heroick fa- 
crifke of hcrfelf, which drew 
its . merit from the per feci: dif- 
positions with which it was 
made, was accepted by God, 
and defcrved to be recompenfed 
by greater graces. In like man- 
ner St. jcrom relates of St. Me- 
iania, that having loft her huf- 
band and two children the fame 
day, calling hcrfelf at the foot 
of the foot of the crofs, She faid : 

I fee, my God, that thou rc- 

quireft of me my whole heart 
* 4 and love, which was too much 
*' fixed on my hufband and chil- 
" Uren. I nioft willingly refign 
" it all to Thee." Hortulana- 
placed her youngeft daughter 
iieatricc with Monaldo her huf- 



band's brother, and put her for- 
tune into his hands, her two 
eldeft having already foifakcn 
the world ; and having diftri- 
buted the remainder of her eftate 
among the poor, took the veil 
at St. Damian's from the hands 
of St. Francis, and though ad- 
vanced in years, went through 
the meaneft offices of the novi- 
ciate, made her profcffion, and 
courageously bore the moft an- 
fterc fafts, watching, difcinlinet 
and other mortifications in her 
tender body. In thefe fervent 
excrcifes She porfevcrcd to her 
death, and was buried at St. Da- 
mian's : but her body was after- 
wards translated to the chuich 
of St. George, where it lies in 
the fame tomb with her two 
daughters, St. Clare and Agnes. 

(fj) Paul of Scete counted the 
tribute of hie prayers which he 
repeated three hundred and to)'" 
fix times a day, by pebble Hones. 

Hilt. Laufiac. c. 23. 
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and modefly kept her in her place : which the bifhop feeing, 
he went from the altar down to her, and gave her the palm,. 
She attended the proceffion, but the evening following it be- 
ing the eighteenth of March, 1212, fhe made her efcape from 
home, accompanied with another devout young woman^ and 
went a mile out of the town to the Portiuncula, where St. 
Francis lived/ with his little community. He and his religious 
brethren met her at the door of their church of our Lady 
with lighted tapers in their hands, ringing the hymn, Veni 
Creator Spirit us. Before the altar of the Blefled Virgin fhe 
put off her fine clothes and St. Francis cut off her hair, and 
gave her his penitential habit, which was no other than a 
piece of fackcioth, tied about her with a cord. The holy fa- 
ther not having yet any nunnery of his own, placed her for 
the prefent in the Benedictine nunnery of St. Paul, where fhe 
was affectionately received, being then eighteen years of age. 
The Poor Clares date from this epoch the foundation of their 
Order. No fooner was this action of the holy virgin made 
pubJick, but the world confpired unanimoufly to condemn it, 
and her friends and relations came in a body to draw her out 
of her retreat. Clare refilled their violence, and held the altar 
f< > faft as to pull the holy cloths half off it when they endea- 
voured to drag her away ; and uncovering her head to fhew 
her hair cut, fhe faid that Chrift had called her to his Service, 
and chat fhe would have no other fpoufe of her foul; and that 
the more they fhould continue to perfecute her, the more God 
would ftrengthen her to refift and overcome them. They re- 
proached her that by embracing fo poor and mean a life fhe 
difgraced her family ; but fhe bore their infuits, and God tri- 
umphed in her. St. Francis foon after removed her to another 
nunnery, that of St. Angelo of Panfo near Aftifium, which 
was alfo of St. Bennet's Order. There her fifter Agnes joined 
her in her undertaking : which drew on them both a frefh perfe- 
ction, and twelve men abufed Agnes both with words and 
blows, and dragged her on the ground to the door, whilft fhe 
cried out: 44 Help me, fitter ; permit me not to be feparatcd 
u from our Lord Jeftis Chrilr, and your loving company/' 
Her conftancy proved at I aft victorious, and Sr. Francis gave 
her alfo the habit, though ihe was only fourteen years of age. 
He placed them in a new mean houfe contiguous to the church 
of St, Daniian, fituate on the ikirts of the city Aflifium, and 
appointed Clara the fuperiour. She was (bon after joined 
by her mother Hortulana and feveral ladies of her kindred and 
other'; to the number of fixtecn, among whom three were or 

the illuftrious family of the Ubaldini in Florence. Ma i 
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nobJe princefles held for truer greatnefs the fackcloth and po- 
verty of St. Clare than the eftates, delights and riches which 
they poffeffed, feeing they left them all to become humble dif- 
ciples of fo holy and admirable a miftrefs. St. CJare founded 
within a few years monafteries at Perugia, Arezzo, Padua, that 
of SS. Cofmas and Damian in I^ome ; at Venice, Mantua 
Bologna, Spoleto, Milan, Sienna, Pi fa, &c. alfo in many prin'' 
cipal rcwns in Germany. Agnes daughter to the king of Bo- 
hemia, founded a nunnery of her Order in Prague, in which 
herfelf took the habit. 

St. Clare and her community pradtifed au Verities, which 
till then had fcarce ever been known among the tender fex. 
They wore neither ftockings, fhoes, fandals, nor any other 
covering on their feet ; they lay on the ground, obferved a per- 
petual abftinence, and never fpoke but when they were obliged 
to it by the indifpenfable duties of neceffity and charity. The 
foundrefs in her rule extremely recommends this holy filence 
as the means to retrench innumerable fins of the tongue, and 
to preferve. the mind always recollected in God, and free from 
the diflipation of the world, which without this guard pene- 
trates the walls of cloifters. Not content with the four Lents, 
and the other general mortifications of her rule* {he always 
wore next her fkin a rough fhift of horfehair or of hog's briftlcs 
cut fhort; me faited church vigirs, and all Lent on bread and 
water, and from the eleventh of November to Chriftmas-day 3 
and during thefc times on Mondays, Wednefdays and Fridays 
eat nothing at all. She fometimes ftrewed the ground on 
which me lay with twigs, having a block for her bolfkr. , 
Her difciplines, watchings and other aufterities were incre- \ 
dible, efpecially in a perfon of fo tender a confutation. Be- j 
ing reduced to great weaknefs and to a very fickly flatc of ] 
health, St. Francis and the bifljop of AJfifium obliged her to j 
lie upon a little chaff, and never pafs one day without talcing j 
at lcaft fomc bread for nouriihmcnt. Under her greateft cor- 
poral aufterities her countenance was always mild and cheer- j 
ful, demonftrating that true love makes penance fwect and ] 
eafy. Her cftcem of holy poverty was moft admirable. She ; 
looked upon it as the retrenchment of the moft dangerous ob- ; 
jeiSts of the paffions and fclf-lovc, and as the great fchool ol pa- j 
tience and mortification by the perpetual inconvcniencics anil , 
fufl'erings which it lays pedbns under, and which the fpirit of j 
Chrift crucified teaches us to bear with patience and joy. It J 
carries along with it the perfect difengagement of the heart from j 
the world, in which the ellcnce of true devotion confHts. j 

faint confidered in what degree Chrift, having lor our lakes ic- j 
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linqutfhed the riches of his glory, pra&ifed holy poverty, in his 
birth, without houfe or other temporal conveniency ; and 
during his holy miniftry, without a place to Jay his head in, 
and living on voluntary contributions. But above all, his po- 
verty, nakednefs and humiliation on the crofs and at his facred 
death were deeply imprinted on her mind, and fhe ardently 
fought to bear for his fake fame refemblance of that ftate which 
he had alTumed for us to apply a proper remedy to our fpiritual 
wounds, and heal the corruption of our nature. St. Francis 
inftituted that his Order fhould never poflefs any rents even in 
common, fubfifting on daily contributions. St. Clare poflkfTed 
thisfpirit in fuch perfection, that when her large fortune fell to 
her, by the death of her father after her profeflion, fhe gave the 
whole to the poor without referving one angle farthing for the 
monaftery. Pope Gregory IX. defired to mitigate this part 
of her rule, and offered to fettle a yearly revenue on her mo- 
naftery of St. Damian's. But fhe in the moft preffing man- 
ner perfuaded him by many reafons, in which her Jove of evan- 
gelical poverty made her eloquent, to leave her Order in its 
rirft rigorous eftablifhment. Whilft others afked riches, Clare 
prefented again her moft humble requeft to pope Innocent IV. 
that he would confirm to .her Order the lingular privilege of 
holy poverty, which he did, in 125X9 hy a bull written with 
his own hand, which he watered at the fame time with tears 
of devotion (a). So dear was poverty to St, Clare chiefly for 
her great love of humility. Xhough fuperiour, fhe would 
never alJow herfelf any privilege or diftin£Hon. It was her 



(n) Urban IV. allowed a dif- 
penfatiem to many houfes of this 
Order to poflefs rents ; thefe are 
called Urbanifts ; the others 
Poor Clares. Befidcs thefe, the 
Capucincfles, the Annunciades, 
the Conception ills, the Corde- 
liers or Greyfiirers, the RecoK 
lefts and the moft auftere Re- 
formation of the Ave- Maria in 
lVis, are branches of the rule 
of St. Clare, but moll add cer- 
tain particular conilitutions. Of 
;t 'l tliefe together there arc faid 
u > be above four thouland con- 
^tux TJ, C third Order of St. 
Francis differs from the others, 
ii a milder iullitutc eilablifh- 



higheft 



ed by that faint in favour of cer- 
tain devout ladies who were not 
difpofed to embrace fo great auflc- 
rities, or were not able entirely to 
forfalce the world . This admits 
married pcrfons both men and 
women, who enrol thcmfelvc* 
under the Jlandard of penance 
according to a certain form of 
living which this faint pre 1 bribed 
for perfons let tied in the world. 
See on its inlljtution Wadding'* 
Annals of the Francifcans on the 
year 1221. Several pcifous ok' 
this third Order make tiie ellen- 
tial vows of religious*, and live' 
in communities 



478 St. C L A R E, V. A. Aug. a 

higheft ambition to be the fervant of fervants; always beneath 
all,wafhing the feet of the I ay -fillers and kiffing them when they 
returned from begging, ferving at table, attending the fick 
and removing the moft ioathfome filth. When ffie prayed for 
the fick fhe fent them to her other fitters, that their miraculous 
recovery might not be imputed to her prayers or merits. Shii 
was fo true a daughter of obedience that fhe had always, as it 
were, wings to fly wherever St. Francis directed her,and was al- 
ways ready to execute any thing, or to put her fhoulders under 
any burden that was enjoined her : fhe was fo crucified to her 
own will, as to feem entirely diverted of it. This fhe ex- 
prefled to her holy father as follows : * c Difpofe of me as 
* c you pleafe : I am yours by having confecrated my will td 
c< to God. It is no longer my own." Prayer was her fpiri- 
tual comfort and ftrength, and fhe feemed fcarce ever to in- 
terrupt that holy exercife. She often proftrated herfelf on the 
ground, kilTed it, and watered it with many tears. Whilft her 
fitters took their reft fhe watched long in prayer, and was al- 
ways the firft that rofe, rung the bell in the choir, and lighted 
the candles. She came from prayer with her face fo bright and 
inflamed (like that of Mofes defcending from converfing with 
God) that it often dazzled the eyes of thofe that beheld her: 
and every one perceived by her words that fhe came from her 
devotions ; for (he fpoke with fuch a fpirit and fervour as en- 
kindled a flame in all who did but hear her voice, and dif- 
fufed into their fouls a great efteem of heavenly things. She 
communicated very often, and had a wonderful devotion to- 
wards the blefled facrament. Even when fhe was fick in bed. 
fhe fpun with her own hands fine linen for corporals and for 
the fcrvice of the altar, which fhe diftributed through all the 
churches of Aflifium. In prayer fhe was often fo abforpt in 
divine love as to forget herfelf and her corporal nceefiitics. 
She on many occafions experienced the all-powerful force and 
efficacy of her holy prayer. A remarkable inftance is men- 
tioned in her life. The impious cmpcrour Frederick II. cruelly 
ravaged the valley of Spoleto, becaufe it was the patrimony of 
the holy fee. He had in his army many Saracens and other 
barbarous infidels, and left in that country a colony of twenty 
thoufand of thefc enemies of the church in a place {till culled 
Noura des Moros. Thefe banditti came once in a great body 
to plunder Aflifium, and as St. Damian's convene flood with- 
out the walls, they firft allaulted it. Whilft they were bufy in 
lcaling the walls, St. Clare, though very fick, caufed her felt to 
be carried and feated at the gate of the monallery, and the 
bleiled facrament to be placed there in a pyx in the veiy 

ut 



arriving: 
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of the enemies, and proftrating herfelf before it prayed with 
many tears, faying to her beloved fpoufe : i( Is it pofiible, 
« m y God, that thou fiiouldft have here ailembled thefe thy 
« fervants, and nurtured them up in thy holy love, that they 
« fhould now fall into the power of thefe infidel Moors. 
" pieferve them, O my God, and me in their h ily company.'* 
At the end of her prayer (he /eemed to hear a fweet voice, 
which faid : c< I will always protect you." A fudden terrour 
at the fame time feized the aflailan ts$ and they all fled with 
fuch precipitation, that feveral were hurt without being wound- 
ed by any enemy. Another time Vi talis Averfa, a great ge- 
neral of the fame emperour^ a cruel and proud man, laid 
fietre to Aflifium for many days. St. Clare faid to her nuns 
that they, who had received corporal neceftaries from that city, 
owed to it all afliltance in their power in its extreme neccf- 
fity. She therefore bid them cover their heads with afhes, 
and in this moft fuppliant pofture beg of Chrift the de- 
liverance of the town. They continued prefling their requeft 
with many tears a whole day and night till powerful fuccours 

the be'fiegers filently raifed the fiege, and retired 
without noife, and their general was foon after (lain. 

St. Francis was affected with the moft fingular and tender 
'devotion towards the myfteries of Chrift's nativity and facred 
paffion. He ufed to affemble incredible numbers of the people 
•to pafs the whole Chriftmas-night in the church in fervent- 
prayer: and at midnight once preached with fuch fervour and 
tendcrnefs, that he was not able to pronounce the name Jefus, 
hut called him the little child of Bethlehem ; and in repeating 
thefe words always melted away with tender love. St. Clare 
inherited this fame devotion and tendcrnefs to this holy myftery, 
and received many fpecial favours from God in her prayers on 
that fcflival. As to the pafTion of Chrift, St. Francis called it 
iftis perpetual book, and faid he never defired to open any other 
[but tho hi/lory of it in the gofpels, though he were to live to 
ithc world's end. The like were the fentimcnts of St. Clare? 
[towards it; nor could flic call to mind this adorable my Aery with-* 
<ut dreams of tears, and the warm eft emotion's of tender love* 
nlidnefs particularly it was her con/hint entertainment. She 
aflliiSted with continual difeafes and pains for eight and 
wenty years; yet was always joyful, allowing herfelf no 
^Iht iinlultvfnco than a little ftraw to lie on. RopmaM car- 
al of O/lia, afterwards pope Alexander 1 V 9 both vifticd her 
Nil wrote to her in the molt humble manner. Pope Jnuo- 
■flit IV. paid her a vilit a little before her death, going fiom 
''"'.Ma to Alliiium on purpofe, and conferring; with her a long 
Iff, a fiuir? 
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time on fpiritual matters with wonderful comfort. St. Clar 
bore her ficknefs and great pains without fo much as fpeakinj 
of them, and when brother Reginald exhorted her to patience, 
fhe raid : tc How much am I obliged to my fweet Redeemer! 
For fince by means of his fervant Francis I have tafted the 
bitternefs of his holy paffion, I have never in my whole 
c< life found any pain or ficknefs that could afflicT: me. There 
<c is nothing infupportable to a heart that loveth God, and to 
4 < him that loveth not, every thing is infupportable." Agnes, 
feeing her dear fitter and fpiritual mother draw near her 
end, befoutrht her with great affection and many tears, 
that fhe would take her along with her, and not leave her 
here on earth, feeing they had been fuch faithful companions, 
and fo united in the fame fpirit and defire of ferving our 
Lord. The holv virgin comforted her, telling her it was 
the will of God fhe fhould not at prefent go along with her; 
but bad her be affined fhe mould fliortly come to her, and fo 
it happened. St. Clare feeing all her fpiritual children weep, . 
comforted them, and tenderly exhorted them to be conftamj 
lovers and faithful obfervers of holy poverty, and gave them J 
her bleflino-, calling herfelf the little plant of her holy father' 
St. Francis? The pafiiou of Chrift at her requeft was read to 
her in her agony, and fhe fwectly expired amidft the prayers jj 
and tears of her community, on the xithof Augufl, 1253/ 
in the forty-fecond year after her religious profeffion, and the 
fixtieth of her age. She was buried on the day following, 
on which the church keeps her feftival. Pope Innocent IV. 
came again from Perugia, and affifted in perfon with the facrcd 
colleac at her funeral. Alexander IV. canonized her at Anag- 
niain 1255. Her body was firft buried at St. Damian's: but 
the pope ordered a new monaflery to be built for her nuns at 
the church of St. Gcoi^e within the walls, which was hmfhed 
in 1260, when her relicks were tranflated thither with great 
pomn. A new chinch was built here afterwards which bears 
her name: in which, in 1265, pope Clement V. confaratd 
the high altar under her name, and her body lies under 
The body of St. Francis had lain in this church of ^ 
George four years, when, in 12.30, it was removed to M 
credlcd in his honour, in which it ilill remains. Canul 
remarks that the family name Syncler among us is derived lio.il; 



St. Clare. 



The example of iliiu tender vilgin who renounced all the 
foftnefs, fupeilluity and vanity' of her education, and en^ 
and perfevered in a lid- of fo much levcrity, is a ^prcwtii^ 
our iloth and fcnfuality. Such extraordinary rigours ^ 
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required of us : but a conftant pradlice of fclf- denial is indifpen- 
fobly enjoined us by the facred rule of the gofpel which we all 
have moft folemnly profefled. Our backward nefs in complying 
with this duty is owing to our Iukewarmnefs, which creates 
in every thing imaginary difficulties, and magnifies fha- 
<lows. St. Clare, not with {landing her continual extraordi- 
nary aufterities, the grievous perfecutions Die had fuffered, and 
the pains of a fharp and tedious diftemper with which fhe was 
affiicled, was furprifcd when fhe lay on her death-bed, to hear 
any one fpeak of her patience, faying that from the time fhe 
had fir ft given her heart to God, fhe had never met with any 
thing to fuffer, or to exercife her patience. This was the effecl: 
of her ardent charity. Let none embrace her holy inftitute 
without a fervour which infpires a cheerful eager nefs to comply, 
in the moft per feci manner, with all its rules and exerciies ; 
and without ferioufly ftudying to obtain, and daily improve, 
in their fouls, her eminent fpirit of poverty, humility, obe- 
dience, love of filence, mortification, recollection, prayer and 
divine love. In this confifts their frm&i fixation 5 in thib they 
will find all prefent and future bleflings and happinefs. 

On the fame DAY 

St. Euplius, M. In Sicily, in the year 304, under the ninth 
confulate of Dioclcfian, and the eighth of Maximian, on the 12th 
of Auguft, in the city of Catana, Euplius, a deacon, was brought 
to the governour's audience chamber, and attending on the outfide 
of the curtain, cried out : " I am a Chriftian, and mall rejoice to 
i: die for the name of [efus ChriiV The govcrnour Calvifianus, 
who was of confular dignity, heard him, and ordered that he who 
had made that outcry mould be brought in, and prefented before 
him, Euplius went in with the book of the gofpels in his hand. 
One of CalvifianusVs friends, named Maximus, faid : " You ought 



" not to keep fuch writings, contrary to the cdidts of the cmpcrours/* 
Calvifianus faid to Euplius: <c Where had you thofe writings ? did 
" you bring them from your own houfc ? " Kuplius replied, " That 
** he had no houfc, but that he was feized with the book about him.° 
Ti»c jud';e bid him read fomething in it. The martyr opened it, and 
uaj the following verfes : Rh'ffeJ tiie they tvho Juffe" peneeutioti fur ju/~ 
tice Jnkt t fi.r thiin is the kingdom \*f heun)en \\ ). And in another place; 
\\: that "j'i/J come ft filer mt\ let him take. u(> hU cro/s> and ftilo-w /;:.- (.:).. 
fhe judge alhed what that meant. 'Die martyr aiiiwcrcd : " It i^ 
" im.' law of my l,oul, which hath been delivered to me." Ciil • 
viiiauu*, i'.iid : kt Uy whom ? 11 Kujdius anfwercd : 14 )*>' Jefu.s ChiiJt, 
,s die Son of the living <iod." C'al vifi.utus ilien pr< numueed flu* 
njU'rlocutory oldei : *' Since hi:; cimfellion i'j evident, lei him be 
*' UL'livcned up to the cxeciitioiy:r , and examined on the y.telt. Vf 



{» ) Mat. v. 10, 



[. } Mat. xvi. 24. 
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This was immediately done, and the martyr was interrogated ac- 
cordingly. Whilft they were tormenting him the fame day, Cal. 
viiianu? afked him whether he perfifted in his former fentiments? 
Euplius making the fign of the crofs on his forehead with the hand 
that he had at liberty, faid : *' What I formerly faid I now de- 
" clare again, that I am a Chriftian, and read the holy Scriptures." 
He added, that he durft not deliver up the fa c red writings, by which 
he mould have offended God, and that death was more eligible, 
by which he mould gain eternal life. Calviiianus ordered him to 
be hoiltcd on the rack, and more cruelly tormented. The martyr 
faid whilft he was tormented : " I thank thee, O Lord Jefus Chrilt, 
«« that I fuffer for thy fake : fave me, 1 befeech thee.' 1 Calvifianiis 
iaid : " Lay afide thy folly; adore our gods, and thou ftialt be fct 
** at liberty." Euplius anfwered : <c I adore Jefus Chrift ; I deteft 
* ( the devils. Do what you pleafe ; add new torments ; for I 
*' am a Chriftian. I have long delired to. be in the condition in 
«< which I now am." After the executioners had tormented him a 
long time, Calviiianus bad them defift, and faid : 4< Wretch, adore 
€i the gods ; worfhip Mars,. Apollo and yEfculapius,*" Euplius re- 
plied : " 1 adore the Father, Son and Holy Ghoft. I worfhip the 
•« holy Trinity, befides whom there is no God." Calvifianus laid: 
tf Sacrifice, if you would be delivered." Euplius anfwered : " I 
* c facrifice myfelf now to Jefus Chrift my God. AH your efforts 
to move me are to no purpofe. £• am a Chriftian." Then Calvi- 
iianus gax'e orders for increafing his torments. Whilft the execu- 
tions were exerting their utmoft in tormenting him, Euplius prayed 
thus: «' I thank thee, my God ; Jefus Chrift, fuccour me. It is 
*« for thy name's fake that I endure thefe torments." This he re- 
peated feveral times. When his ftrength failed him, his lips were 
•feen ftill to move, the martyr continuing the fame or the like prayer 
with his lips when he could no longer do it with his voice. At 
length Calviiianus went behind the curtain, and dictated his fcntencc, 
which a fecretary wrote. Afterwards he came out with a tablet in 
liis hand, and read the following fentence : " I command that Eu- 
plius a Chriftian be put to death by the fvvord, for contemning 
the prince's edicts, blafpheming the gods, and not repenting. 
<c Take him away." The executioners hung the book of the gol- 
pcls which the martyr had with him when lie was feized, about 
his neck, and the publick crier proclaimed before him : " This is 

I 

give thanks to Jefus Chrift my God. Confirm,. O Lord, what 
rf< thou haft wrought in me. 1 * When he was come to the place o« 
execution, he prayed a long time on his knees, and once more re- 
turning thanks, prefented his neck to the executioner, who ct). 
oft* hi-; head The Cliriftians carried oft" his body, embalmed and 
buried it. He is named in all the martyrologies of the Welkin 
church. — See his genuine Atlz in Baronius, Ruinart, Tillcniont 
T. 5. p. 695. Gift. Thofc publiihcd by Mctaphrailes are fpuiious. 
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41 Euplius the Chrillian, an enemy to the gods and the einperours. 
Euplius continued very cheerful, and repeated as he went: 
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ONE of the moft illuftrious martyrs who differed in the 
reign of Gallus {a) was St. Hippolytus, a prieft of Rome, 
who had the misfortune for Tome time to have been deceived 
by the hypocrify of Novatian and Novatus, and to have been 
engaged in their fchifm. But this fault he expiated by his pub- 

Gg 3 lick 



(a) Decius raifed the feventh 
general perfecution againil the 
church, which he carried on 
with the utmoft cruelty during 
his whole reign, though this did 
not much exceed two years : 
for prefuming to rage again ft 
God, fays Lactantius (L de Mort. 
Perf. n. 4.) he was immediately 
thrown down. Having inarched 
again ft the Carpi, a Scythian 
nation, who had pollened them- 
fclves of Dacia and Meed a, in 
Thrace, he wa.s furrounded by 
the barbarians, and a great part 
of his army was cut oil"; his 
el d e it fon was killed in the battle; 
Decius himfelf, in his flight, 
Junk in a morafs together with 
his horfe, and there peri Hied. 
His body could never be found, 
and he was deprived of the ho- 
nour of a funeral. His death, 
which happened on the 27th of 
October, 251, reftored peace to 
the church for a fhorc time. 

Callus, then his general on the 



Tanais, to whofe treachery his 
misfortune is afcribed, fucceeded. 
him in the empire, and created 
his fon Volufianus C^efar. Hof- 
tilius, the fecond fon of Decius, 
was acknowledged his collegue 
in the throne, but foon died, 
whether by a natural dillcmper* 
or .through fome contrivance 0 f 
Gallus, is uncertain. The new 
cmpcrour having pure ha fed an 
ignominious peace of the Scy- 
thians by lubjccling the empire 
to an annual tribute, and yield- 
ing up a conliderable territory to 
them, inftead of taking warn- 
ing from the chailifeinent of De- 
cius, foon renewed the perfecu- 
tion. The great plague which 
began in 250, and ravaged fe- 
vcrnl provinces of the empire 
during ten years, was a pretence 
made ufe oi for ipilling the blood 
of the Chriitians. Cm alius com- 
manded Sacrifices every where tf> 
he made to Apollo for averting 

thai fcourgc. This gave o c c a - 

lion 
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lick repentance, and a glorious martyrdom. He was appre- 
hended., and interrogated on the rack in Rome. But the 
prefect of the city having filled it with Chriftian blood, went 
to Oftia, to extend the perfecution in thofe parts of the coun- 
try, and ordered our faint and feveral other Chriftians who 
were then in prifon at Rome, to be condu£ted thither after 
him. St. Hippolytus being brought out of prifon, many of 
thofe who had been under his care, came to beg his laft. ad- 
vice and M effing, as he was goin^ to martyrdom, and he vehe- 
mently exhorted them to prcferve the unity of the church. 
Fly," faid' he, " from the unhappy Novatus, and return to 
the catholick church. Adhere to the only faith which fub- 
fifts from the beginning, which was preached by Paul, and 
is maintained by the chair of Peter. I now fee. things in a 
different light, and repent of what I once taught." After 
he had thus undeceived his flock, and earneftly recommended 
to all the unity of holy faith, he was conducted to Oftia. 
The prefect who was gone before the prifoners the fame day, 
as foon as they arrived, afcended his tribunal, furrounded with 
his executioners, and various inftruments of torture. The 
confefTbrs were ranged in feveral companies before him, and 
by their emaciated faces, the length of their hair, and the filth 
with which they were covered, fhewed how much they had fuf- 
fered by their long imprifonment. The judge finding that he 
was not abls ro prevail with any of them by torments, at length 
condemned them all to be put to death. Some. he caufed to be 
beheaded, others to be crucified, others burnt, and fome to 
be put out to fea in rotten veil'eJs, which immediately foun- 
dered. When the venerable old man Hippolytus was in turn 
brought to him loaded with chains, a crowd of young people 
cried out to the judge, that he was a chief among the Chriilians 

and 



•Si on to the reviving of the per- 
secution, winch, as even Uod- 
Mvell confeftes, was hotter and 
more bloody than it had been 
tinder Dccius, and continued rill 
<Cj alius and Volufianus, hi tin* 
year 2C.|, the third of their 
reign, were Ham at Interainne, 
mow called Tumi ; where yJCmili- 
u-nus (who having quelled the 
iioihs in Thrace, had been pro-- 
claimed emperour by his nnny) 
gave them battle. But thrco 
jrionths after, yl'anilianun being 



flain hv his own foldiers ni'.ir 
Spoletto, Vnlcrian who rom- 
manded the army in C # a 1 J 1 , i;M 
poflr/fiou of the tin one in , J, 
and for fome time gave pence to 
the church. The reiVn of (Jfll 
1u«j was remarkable iov nothing 
hut the blood of many niartyis 
and a continual irain of mii- 
foruiuc:., efpecialJy the 
pefh'lenre t>tc Kuf. J. 7. 
and in Chron. ad an. 2r;j 

iius 1. 7. S. L'ynrian, i\c. 



c. 1. 
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and ought to be put to death by fome new and remarkable 
kind of punifhment. 4C What is his name ? " faid the pre- 
feci. They anfwered, " Hippolytus." The prefect faid : 
« Then let him be treated like Hippolytus, and dragged by 
« wild horfes." By this fentence he alluded to Hippolytus, 
the fon of Tnefeus, who flying from the indignation of his 
father, met a monfter, the fight of which af righted his nor fee, 
fo that he fell. "from his chariot, and being entangled in the 
harnefs was dragged along, and torn to pieces (l). No 
foonerwas the order given but the people fct thcmfelyes to work 
in aflifting the executioners. Out of the country where untamed 
horfes were kept, they took a pair of the mod-furious and un- 
ruly they could meet with, and tied a Ion?; rope between them 
inftead of a poll, to which they fattened the martyr's feet. 
Then they provoked the horfes to run away by loud cries, 
whipping and pricking them. The la ft words which the mar- 
tyr was heard to fay as they ftartcd, were : " Lord, they tear 
tv my body, receive thou my foul." The horfes dragged him 
2way furioufly into the woods through brooks, and over ditches, 
briars and rocks : they beat down the hedges, and broke through 
every thing that came in their way. The ground, the thorns* 
trees and {tones were fprinkled with his blood, which the faith- 
ful that followed him at a diftance weeping, refpecSlfully fucked 
up from every place with fpunges, and they gathered together 
all the mangled parts of his flefh and limbs, which lay fcattered 
all about. They brought thefe precious relicks to Rome, and 
buried them x in the fubterran<:ous caverns called catacombs, 
whiclvSt.'Prudentius (Z») here defcribes at large. He fays that 
the facred remains of St. Hippolytus were depofited in this 
place near an altar, at which the faithful were fed with the hea- 
venly banquet, and the divine facramcnts, and obtained the 
fpecdy effuSt of their requefts to God. He teftifics that as 
often as he had prayed there when he was at Rome, for the 
remedy of his infirmities whether of body or mind, he had 
always found the deli red relief; but profclles that he was in- 
debted to Chrift for all favours received, beeaufe he gave to his 
martyr Hippolytus, the power to obtain for him the divine 

Cx g 4 fuceour. 
(1) Ovid. Metam. t. 15. fab. 14. 

(A) Hymn, de Cor. hym. 20. Tibur. The other moll famous 

(alias ^1 ) tic S. Mippol. v. itjij. ainoujr thole near Rome, an? 

Vhe catacombs here defcrihed the cataeon.b; oi St. Aj\n«'s t St. 

!>)' IViulcn this are ihole in which Seballian ai.d St. Paacrau. Stu 

Hippolytus was interred, in Arin^hi 1, 3. t. u. 

Vcran lield, near ihe road to 
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fuccour. He adds, that the chapel which contained thefe fa- 
cred relicks (hone within with folid filver with which the walls 
were incr ufta ted, and on the outfide with the brighteft marble 
like iooking-glafs, which covered the walls, the whole be- 
ing ornamented with abundance of gold. He fays, that from 
the riling to the fetting of the fun not only the inhabitants of 
Rome, but many from remote countries, refbrted in great 
numbers to this holy place, to pay adoration to God - y and 
that efpecialJy on the martyr's feitival, on the Ides or 13th of 
/luguft, both fenators and people came thither to implore the di- 
vine mercy, and kifs the fhrine which contained the relicks. 
He moreover defcribes a fumptuous great church which was 
built in honour of the martyr near his tomb, and which was 
thronged with multitudes of devout Chriftians. He mentiom 
(2) the effigies of the faint's martyrdom fkilfully drawn over 
his tomb. It is the reflection of St* Auftin (3), that if with the 
martyrs, we feriouflv confidered the rewards that await us, we 
fhould account all trouble and pains in this life as nothing j 
and fhould be afronifhed that the divine bounty gives fo great a 
ialary for fo little labour. To obtain eternal reft, fhould re- 
quire, if it had been polTible, eternal labour : to purchafe a 
happinefs without bounds, a man .fhould be willing to fuffer 
for a whole eternity. That indeed is impomble. But our 
trials might have been very long. What are a thoufand years, 
or ten hundred thoufand ages in comparifon to eternity ? There 
can be no proportion between what is finite, and that which is 
infinite. Yet God in his great mercy does not bid us fuffer fo 
Jong. He fays not, a million or a thoufand years, or even 
five hundred : but only labour the few years that you live; 
and in thefe the dew of my coniolations ihall not be want- 
ing ; and 1 will recompencc your patience for all with a 
glory that has no end. Though we were to be loaded with 
miferies, pain and grief our whole life, the thought of heaven 
alone ought to make us hear its fharpefl trials with chccrfuInclJ 
and joy. 

On the fame DAY 

Another martyr of the fame name who was converted and tap- 
fr/.ed by Sc. Laurence at his martyrdom, and who was crowned a 
few days after him, in the rcii-.n of Vulciian, in 25^, is commemo- 
rated in tin: marty rolorie:. on tbi;> day. 

St. Cm.sia n, JVl. lie wa:. a Cimftiau fchoolmaftcr, and taught 
children 10 lead and vvntc, at Imola, a city twenty— feven 

fi om 

i 2} In. v. (3) S. Aug. Enar. in Pf. 93. p. 22.J. 
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from Ravenna, in Italy. A violent perfecution being raifed againfl 
the church, probably that of Decius or Valerian, or according 
to fome that of Julian, he was taken up, and interrogated by 
the govcrnour of the province. As he conftantly refufed to facri- 
jicc to the gods, the barbarous judge, having informed himfelf of 
what profeffion he was, commanded that his own fcholars fhould 
flab him to death with their iron wiiting pencils, called ftyles. 
for at that time it was the cuflom for fcholars to write upon wax 
laid on a board of boxen wood, in which they formed the letters 
with an iron ftyle or pencil, fharp at one end, but blunt and fmooth 
at the other, to erafe what was to be effaced or corrected [a). They 
alfo often wrote on boxen wood itfelf, as St. Ambrofe mentions (i ). 
The fnialler the inflruments were, and the weaker the executioners, 
the more lingering and cruel was this martyr's death. He was ex- 
pofed naked in the midft of two hundred boys ; among whom 
bnie threw their tablets, pencils and penknives at his face and 
head, and often broke them upon his body : others cut his flefti, 
orftabbed him with their penknives, and others pierced him with 
their pencils, fometimes only tearing the fldn and flefli, and fome- 
times raking in his very bowels. Some made it their barbarous 
{port to cut part of their writing-talk in his tender fkin. Thus co- 
vered with his own blood* and wounded in every part of his body, 
lie cheerfully bad his little executioners not to be afraid, and to 
ftrike him with greater force ; not meaning to encourage them in 
their fin, but to exprefs the ardent defire he had to die for Chrift. 
He was interred by the Chrillians at Imola, where afterwards his 
relicks were honoured with a rich maufolamm. St. Prudentius tells 
us, that in his journey to Rome he vifited this holy martyr's tomb, 
and prollrate before it implored the divine mercy for the pardon of 
his iins with many tears. He mentions a moving picture of the 
faint'* martyrdom hanging over the altar, rcprefenting his cruel 

(i) Hexaemer. 1. 3. c. 13. 



(a) See Weitzii Notai in Prud. 
hie. p. Cot;. Cafaubon. in Suet. 
}>. 58. Echard. in Symbo/es. 
p. S3 6, vcc. from Cicero, &c. 
The moll ancient manner of 
wiiting was a kind of engraving, 
whereby the letters were formed 
in tablets of lead, wood, wax, 
m like material;,. This was 
done by liyles made of iron, 
bnl*!,, or bone. Jnllead of fuch 
tablets, leaves of papyrus, a 
weed which grew on the banks 
ff the Nile (alio of" the Ganges) 
werr ufed full in Egypt ; aftcr- 
uaul;, parturient, made of line 



fluns of bean's was Invented at 
Pergamum. Laflly, paper was 
invented, which is made of linen 
cloth. J]ooks anciently writ only 
on one iidc were done up in rolls, 
and when opened or unfolded, 
filled a whole room, as Martial 
complains ; but when writ on 
both fides on fquare leave:., were 
reduced to narrow bounds, as 
the fame poet obferves. See 
Mabillon 0c AV Diphmaticd y 
and Calinct Diif. fur les livres des 
Anciens, & les diver(06 manicres 

cTcxrire. T 7 p. 31. 
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death in the manner he has recorded it in verfe. He exhorts all 
others with him to commend their petitions to this holy martvr's 
patronage, who fails not to hear pious fupplications (b). See S. Pni. 
dent de Cor. hym. 9. al. 12 de S. Cafliano. 

St. Radegundes, Queen of France. She was daughter of Ber- 
"taire, a pagan king of part of Thuringia in Germany, who was 
afiaffinated by his brother Hermenfred. Theodorick or Thierry, 
king of Aufttafia or Metz 5 and his brother Clotaire I. then king of 
Soiii'ons, fell upon Hermenfred, vanquifhed him, and carried home 
a great booty/' Amohg the prifoners Radegundes, then about 
twelve years old, Fell to the lot of king Clotaire, who gave her an 
education fuitable to her birth, and cauled her to be initrufted in 
fche Chriftian religion, and baptized. The great myfteries of our 
holy "faith made fuch an imprefhon on her tender foul, that from the 
(moment of her baptifm fhe gave herfelf to God with her whole 
heart, abridged her meals to feed the poor whom fhe ferved with 
!her own iiands, and made prayer, humiliations and aufterities her 
"whole delight. Jt was her carnell defire to ferve God in the fLtc 
iof perpetual viginity ; but was obliged at length to acquiefce in 
frhe king\s defire to marry her. Being by this exaltation become a 
great qu^en, me continued no lefs an enemy to floth and vanity 
than -fhe was before, and fhe divided her time chiefly between her 
Oratory, the churdh, and the care of the poor. She aifo kept long 
fafts, and during Lent wore a haircloth under her rich garments. 
Clotaire Was at nrft pleafed with her devotions, and allowed her 
full liberty in them. But afterwards, by ambition and other paflions, 
his affections began to be alienated from her, and he ufed fre- 
quently to reproach her for her pious exercifes, faying, he had 
Carried a nun rather than a queen, who converted his court into 
monaftcry. His complaints were unjurt : for fhe mode it one of 
the nrft points of her devotion never to be wanting in any duty of 
her ftate, and to fhew the king all poihble com^lail'anre. She re- 
paid injuriesonly with patience and greacr com teiy and condefcenlion, 
.doing all the good in her power to thole who were her declared 
enemies in pre potfe ding her hufband againlt her. Clotaire at length 
caufed her brother to be treacheroutty aiiuffinated, that he might 
feize on his dominions in I huringia. Radeguncies fl locked at 
this bafe aft of inhumanity, nfked his leave to retire from co'Jit, 
which flic eaiily obtained. Clotaire himfelf fent her to Noycn 
that fhe might receive the religious veil from the hand:; ol St Ivir- 
dard. The holy prelate fan pled to do it. (or [omc time, beonuh- Hit- 
was a married woman ; bui was at length prevailed upon to oni- 
fe crate her a deaconefs ^ va ' 

(/») Audit, cwAe^ pieces mwtyr profpn-rhmts omnes 
Rataf'pte rtdcht quas widrt probabil < . th . i r/. 0,7. 

(a) .Poflerior canons forbid but before the above-f.iid hy: ™ 



eny married peifou to enter into the 1 lunch, this might be doiie 

holy ordei;,, or a religious /late, by the free confeut <•* the atlk't 

ftin'et:. their couloir jthewif- le party, who, nevei theleis, cuud 

nonncer, the wm Id by emlnaeing not many n^.iin during liu Ci 
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•der:. oj ihr flue ol re.li- hu life. 
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Radegundes firlt withdrew to Sate, an eftace which the king h:;d 
rriven her in Poitou,living wholly on bread made of" rye and barley, and 
on roots and pulfe, and never drinking any wine : and her bed was a 
piece of fackcloth fpread upon afhcs. She employed a 1 moll her 
whole revenue in alms, and ferved the poor with her own hands. 
She wore next her ikin a chain which had been given her by Sc. Jti- 
nian, an holy prieit in thatcour.tr/, whom flic furniflicd with clothes 
worked with her own hands. St. .Radegundes" went Come time after 
to Poitiers, and there, by the orders of king Clotaire. built a great 
monallery of nuns, in which fhe procured a holy virgin, named Aj»- 
ncs, to be made the firlt abbefs, and paid to her an implicate obedi- 
ence in all things, not reierving to herlelf the difpofal of the Icaft 
thing. Not Jong after, king Clotairc repenting that he had coii« 
fented to her taking the veil, went as far as Tours with his ion Si* 
pebert, upon a religious pretence, but intending to proceed to Poi- 
tiers, and carry her again lo court. She was alarmed at the news* 
and wrote to St. Germanus of Paris, defiling him to divert fo great 
an evil. The bilhop having received her letter, went to the kiag^ 
and throwing bimlelf at his feet before the tomb of St Martina, 
conjured him, with tears, in the name of God, not to go tw* 
Poitiers. The king, at the fame time, proflrated himfelf befame 
St. Germanus, beleeching him that Radegundes would pray that 
God would pardon that wicked deflgn, to which he fa id he had becaa 
prompted by evil advice. The fame lively faith which made tto<c 
iaint pafs with joy from the court to a cloifter, and from the throat 
to a poor cell, filled her with alarms when fhe heard of her danguur 
of being called again to a court. Her happinefs feemcd compleiae 
when flie faw herfelf fecurely fixed in her folitude. Being dte>- 
liroiis to perpetuate the work of God, flic wrote to a. council, 
bifliops that was aflembled at Tours, in 56ft, intrcating tbeur iw 
confirm the foundation of her monaflerv, v> hich thev did under tliie 
moll fevere cenfures. She had already enriched the church flic Until 
built, with the relicks of a great number of faint- ; but was veiny 
defirous to procure a particle of the true crofs oi"our Redeemer, and! 
lent certain clerks to Conllantinoplc, to the emporour Juilin, ftur 
that purpofe. The empcrour readily lent her a piece of that (ucredt 
wood adorned with gold and precious Hones; alio a book of dice 
four j»ofpels beautified in the fame manner, ami the relicks of fev li- 
ra I faints. They were carried into Poitiers, and depohted in thu* 
rhurcli of the monattery by the archbifhop of Tours in the moll fo -- 
kmn manner, with a great pioceilion, wax taper;,, incenle, audi 
fwgmz of pfalms. It wan on that occaiion that V cnantiu . Kortuna-- 
t»i lompufed the hymn, I'txiila revjs prvdmni St. Radcgumlus. 

JutdJ. 

('*) Vcnaniius Fortunatur. was ft. He made a vifit of devo* 
hnji, in Italy, not fir from Tie- lion to the tomb of St. Martin att 
v,,0 « i-'id iludieil at Ravenna, Tours, and wrote the I ife of thutr 
♦hh! was, for that age, a good faint in lour books, in acknuw 
[luminal ian, rhetorician and j»o- Jcd^mem of the cure of a diil- 

11 cm per 
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Jiad invited him and feveral other holy and learned men to Poitiers : 
ivas herfelf a fcholar, and read both the Latin and Greek fathers. 
'She eftablifhed in her monaftery of the Holy Crofs the rule of St. 
Csfarius of Aries, a copy of which ihe procured, in 508, from St. 
Czefaria II. abbefs of St. John's at Aries. She probably took that 
siarne from St. Caefaria, filler of St. Csefarius, firft abbefs of that 
koufe, who died in 524. She was her worthy fucceflbur in all her 
great virtues, no lefs than in her dignity, and her admirable fan&ity 
is much extolled by Fortunatus (1). She excelled particularly i n 
holy prudence, which, as St. Ambrofe remarks, muft be as it were 
the fait to feafon all other virtues, which cannot be perfedl or true 
without it. St. Csfaria fent to Sc. Radcgundes, together with the 
copy of this rule, an excellent letter of advice, moil ufeful to all 
fuperiours and others, which has been lately publifTied by Dom 
IVlartenne (2). In it me fays, that perfons who defire fincerely to 
ferve God, muft apply- themfelves earneftly to holy prayer, begging 
continually of God that he be pleafed to make known to them his 
holy will, and direct them to follow it in all things : that they mult, 
in the next place, diligently hear, read and meditate on the word 
of God, which is a doclrine infinitely more precious than that of 
men, and a mine which can never be exhaufted : that they muft ne- 
ver ceafe praifing God, and giving him thanks for his mercies r that 
they muft give alms to the utmoft of their abilities, and muft practice 
aufterities according to the rule of obedience and dilcretion. She 
prefcribes that every nun mall learn the pfalter by heart, and be able 
to read : and fhe gives the irrifteft caution to be watchful againit all 
particular fond friendfhips or familiarities in communities. St. Ra- 
degundes, not fatisfied with thefe inflruclions, took with her Agnes, 
the abbefs of her monaftery, and made a journey to Aries, more 

perfectly to acquaint herfelf with the obligations of her rule. Being 

returned 



(1) Fortun. 1. 48. c. 4. (2) Anecdot. T. 1. p. 3. 6. 



ftcmpcr in his eyes, which he 
received by rubbing them with 
the oil of a lamp righted before 
the fepulchre of that faint. Be- 
ing invited by St. Radcgundes to 
Poitiers, he was ordained pricft: 
of that church about the year 565, 
;ind was afrei wards chofen bi- 
ihop of that city. 

He had an uncommon natural 
genius, was very ready at his 
pen, aiul an original writer in 
every inbject that he handled. 
His profu falls much flioit of his 
vcrfe, which is harmonious and 
animated, though he all vim the 
original quantities of many La- 



tin words. He com po fed mnny 
poems to the honour of feveral 
faints. That On the Crofs, which 
begins with the words Pange lin- 
gua, is afcribed to hiin by Du 
Pin, and feme others, but leems 
rather to have been wrote by the 
pricft Claudius Manmicrtub, a> 
Cellicr fhews. He wrote vale 
with wonderful cafe. He alio 
loft us the lives of feveral faint?, 
and a confulerablc number of 
cpiillcs. Some of hi-; worta aic 
publifhcd in the Biblhtheca Pt- 
trum of Lions and Cologn: but 
a complete edition of them & 
panting. 
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returned to Poitiers, lhe afTifted Agnes in fettling the difcipline of 
htr houfe. 

In the year 560, Clotaire, who was the fourth fon of Clovis the 
Great, became fole king of France, his three brothers, and their 
fons being all dead. In the laffc year of his reign he went to the 
tomb of St. Martin at Tours, carrying with him very rich gifts. He 
there enumerated all the fins of his pail life, and with deep groans 
befought the holy confeilor to implore God's mercy in his behalf. 
He founded St. Medard's abbey at Soiflbns, and gave great marks 
of a fincere repentance. Yet during his laft illnefs he fhewed great 
alarm and difturbance of mind at the remembrance of the crimes he 
had committed, and faid in his laft moments: " How powerful is 
" the heavenly king, by whofc command the greaterl monarchs of 
" the earth refign their life !" He died in 561 , having reigned fifty 
years, and almoft three alone. His four fons divided his kingdom : 
Charibert, who reigned at Paris, had the Ifle of France, Anjou, 
Maine, Touraine, Poitou, Guienne and Languedoc. Chilperic re- 
fided at Soiflbns, and enjoyed Picardy, Normandy, and all the Low 
Countries. Gontran was king of Orleans, and his dominions were 
extended to the fource of the Loire, and comprifed alfo Provence, 
Dauphine and Savoy. Auftrafia fell to Sigebert, and comprehended 
Lorrain, Champagne, Auvergne, and fome provinces in Germany. 
Charibert lived but a fhort time; and the civil wars between Sige- 
bert, married to Brunehault, and Chilperic, whofe concubine was 
the famous Fredegonda, drftracled all France. Chiklebert, fon of 
Sigebert and Brunenault, after the death of his father, and two 
uncles Chilperic and Gontran, became fovercign of Auftrafia, Or- 
leans and Paris, and continued, as his father had always been, a 
great prote&or of St. Radegundes, and her monaftery of the Holy 
Crofs, in which flie had aflembled two hundred nuns, among whom 
were fe vera 1 daughters of fenators, and fome of royal blood. The 
holy foundrefs, amidir. all the itorms that diiturbe'd the kingdom,, 
enjoyed a perfect tranquillity in her fecure harbour, and died in the 
year 587, the twelfth of king Childebert, on the thirteenth of A"u- 
gull, on which day the church honours her memory. St Gregory, 




cation under St. Radegundes, and was prefent at her burial, relate-^ 
that iluring it a blind man recovered his fight. Many other miracles 
were performed at the tomb of this faint. Her relicks lay in the 
(amc church of our Lady till they were difperfed by the Huguenots, 
together with thofe of St. Hilary, in 1562. — See her life wrote by 
tunatus of Poitiers, her chaplain ; and a fecond book added to 

Cn I - n .3 ... ' • 1. .1 :/*•.. 1 n . ..if., i » * ■> 
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Hi e h me by the nun Bandouinia, her difciple. See ; 
of Tours, Hill. Fr. I. 3, c. 4, 7, fc?V. and 1. de Glor. 



See alfo St. (Jreoorv 
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St. Eusebius, Prieft, M 



From bis genuine Affs puhlljhed by Do??i. Martennc. Tbefanr, Awe- 

dotoriwiy T. 3. p. 1649. 

About the end of the third century. 



IN the reign of Diocletian and Maximian, before they had 
publiflicd any new edicts againft the Chriftians, Eufcbius,a 
holy priefr, a man eminently endowed with the fpirit of prayer, 
and all apoftolical virtue':, fuffercd death for the faith, probably 
in Palcftinc. 'I 'he empcrour Mavimian happening to be in 
that country, an information was lodged with Maxentius, pre- 
fident of the province, again!} Eufcbius, that he diftinguilhed 
himfelf by his zeal in invoking and preaching Chrifr, and the 
holy man was apprehended, and brought before him. Max- 
entius, whom the people ftirred up by furious clamours againft 
the fervant of Chrifr, faid to him : u Sacrifice to the gods free- 
**» Jy, or you fhalJ be made to do it again ft your will" The 
martyr replied : cc There is a greater law. which fays : Tboujbah 
adore the Lord thy God, and Him alone Jlxdt tbou ferve. Maxen- 
tius urged : " Choo/e cither to offer facrifice, or tofuffer the 
** mo ft rigorous torments." Eufcbius anfwered : " It is not 
4< confiftent witii reafon for a perfon to adore ftones, than 
£c which nothing is viler or more brittle. 5 ' Maxentius : " Thcfe 
tc Chriftians are a hardened race of men, to whom it Iccms de- 
6C Arable rather to die than to Jive." Eufcbius : " It is impious 
cc to defpi/e the light for the fake of darkne/s." Maxentius: 
** You grow more obftinate by lenity and intrcaties. I theie- 
14 fore lay them aildc, and fiankly tell you, that unlefs you fa- 
tc crificc yqu /hall be burnt alive. 5> JCufcbius: tc As to that, 
ic I am in no pain. The more fevere or cruel the toimcnts 
<c are, the greater will the crown be." Upon this, M;n:ai- 
tlus ordered that he fhould be hi etched on the rack, and hn 
fides rent with iron hooks, Knfebius icpeated, whilfr he 
tormenting: " Lord Jefus prclinv nu*. Whether ive live or 
** did vvc .ire yoms," The urelident was amazed at hr> l *oii* 
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ftancy and fortitude, and after fome time, commanded that he 
fhould be taken off the rack. Then he faid to him : " Do 
« you know the decree of the fenate, which commands all to 
« facrifice to the gods ? " Thefe words Ihew that the faint 
was indicted upon former laws, and that this happened before 
the general edicts of Dioclefian. Eufebius anfwered ; (C The 
« command of God is to take place before that of man." The 
judge flufhed with rage commanded that he fhould be Jed to the 
fire as if it were to be burnt alive. Eufebius walked out with 
a conftancy and joy painted in his countenance which ftruck 
the prefect and the by-ftanders with amazement, and the pre- 
fer called after him : " You run to an unnece/Tary death : yout 
" obftinacy aftonifhes me. Change your mind." The mar- 
tyr faid : " If the emperour commands me to adore dumb me- 
" tal in contempt of the true God, let me appear before him." 
This he faid becaufe he was impeached upon old laws, the 
preterit emperours not having yet made any new ones againft the 
Chriftians. Maxentius therefore faid to his guards and keep- 
ers ; " J^et him be confined till to-morrow." And forthwith 
going in to the prince, he faid : " Great emperour, I have 
" found a feditious man who is difobedient to the laws, and 
" even denies to my face that the gods have any power, and 
" refufes to facrifice, or to adore your name." The empe- 
rour anfwered: " Let him be brought before me." A perfon 
prefent, who had feen him at the prefect's tribunal, faid : " If 
" you fee him, you will be moved by his fpeech." The emperour 
replied : cc Is he fuch a man that he can ever change rne ? " 
The prefeci then fpoke: " He will change not only you, but 
u the minds of all the people. If you once behold his looks, 
a you will feel yourielf ftrangcly moved to follow his inclina- 
<c tions" (a). The emperour, however, ordered that he fhould 
be brought in. As he entered, every one was {truck in behold- 
ing the dazzling brightness which appeared in his countenance, 
the joy and the aflctSt-ing conipofure, fwKctncfs, and undaunted 
courage which fhone in his looks and eye, and the graceful nefs 
oMiis hair, arid whole mien, which in his venerable old age 
flemed to breathe an air oi virtue above what is human. The 
emperour fixed his eyes IleadlalUy upon him, as if he beheld in 
liim fonu' ihiiitt; divine, and (poke thus : fcC Old man, why are you 
u come before me ? fpeak, and be not ah aid." Seeing him 
/lill lilent, he faid : c; Speak freelv ; anfwer my qudiions. I 
" defue that ymi he faved." i'.ufilmis anfwcicd : uC it I hope 
" to be /aved by man, I can no longer expect falvation horn 

" Cod. 
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* Q God» If you excell in dignity and power, we are, never* 
<c thelefs, all mortal alike. Neither will I be afraid to repeat 
* c before you what I have already declared, I am a Cbriltian: 
" nor can I adore wood and ftones. But I moft readily obey 
* c the true God whom I know, and whofe goodnefs I have cx- 
* c perienced." The emperour faid to the president: « What 
<c harm is it if this man adores the God of whom he fpeaks, as 
* c above all others? " Maxentius made anfwer: cc Be notdc- 
€C ceived, moft invincible emperour; he does not call what 
<c you imagine, god, but I know not what Jefus, whom our 
cc nation or ancestors never knew." The emperour faid : " Go 
<c you forth, and judge him according to juftice and the laws, 
* c I will not be judge in fuch an affair," This Maximian was 
by birth a barbarian, and one of the rougheft, and moft brutifh 
and favage of all mem Yet the undaunted and modefr. virtue 
of this ftranger, fet off by a heavenly grace, flruck him with 
awe. He defired to fave the fervant of Cbrift, but, like Pilate, 
would not give himfelf any trouble, or hazard incurring the 
difpleafure of thofe whom on all other occafions he defpifed. So | 
unaccountably cowardly are worldly and wicked men in the 
practice of virtue, who in vice are unbridled and daring. Max- 
entius going out 2iCcondcd his tribunal, and fternly commanded 
Eufebius to facrifice to the gods. He anfwered : <c I will never 
€C facrifice to thofe which can neither fee nor hear." Maxcn- 
" tius faid : <c Sacrifice, or torments and flames muft be your 
* c portion. He whom you fear is not able to deliver you from 
< c them." Eufebius replied: " Neither fire nor the (word will 
cc work any change in me* Tear this weak body to pieces 
* c with the utmoft cruelty ; treat it in what manner you pi cafe. 
cc My foul, which is God's, cannot be hurt by your torments. 
* 6 1 perfevere firm in the holy law to which I have adhered from 
my cradle." The prcfident, upon this, condemned him to 
be beheaded. Eufebius hearing the fen ten ce pronounced, faid 
aloud : " I thank your goodnefs, and praifc your power, U 
* tt Lord Jefus Chrift, that by calling me to the trial of my ii- 
*' delity, you have treated me as one of yours.'* He, at that 
inftant, heard a voice from heaven, faying to him: " il you 
* c had not been found worthy to fufrer, you could not be ad- 
* c mitted into the court of Cbrift, or to the feats of the juft." 
Being come to the place of execution, he knelt down, and Ins 
head was ftruck off. His Ibul Hew to Chritt : but Maxemiusj 
afHidlcd with mimberleis pains, would not plcafe Chi ill, and 
never was able to plcafe the world, which he fo much dicada 
and courted. This is the martyr Kufcbius, who is ineniioned 
on this day in the anuem imutyiolo^ies which bear the name 
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of St. Jerom, and others. Someplace his martyrdom at Rome, 
others in Paleftine. 

The martyrs, by their meek conftancy, vanquished the fiercefi: 
tyrants, and haughty lords of the world : they /Truck with a fe~ 
cret awe thofe who tormented them, whofe obftinacy, malice, 
anJ love of the world, Rill /hut their hearts fo the truth. 

AUGUST 15, 

The AfTumption of the Bleflcd Virgin 

M A R Y. 

ON" this fe (rival the church commemorates the happy depar- 
ture of the Vir«in Alary, and her tranflation into the king- 
dom of her Son, in which fhe received from him a crown of 
immortal glory, and a throne above all the other faints and hea- 
venly fnii its. After Chrifr, as the triumphant conqueror of 
death and hell, afcended into heaven, his blciled Mother re- 
mained at Jerufalcm, perfevering in pra) cr with the tlifciples s 
till with them fhe had received the Holy (J hull. St. John the 
Evangelift, to whom Chrih: recommended her, on his crofs, 
took her under his protection. '".The prelates aflembied in the 
general council which way Ik Id at Ephcfus, in 431, mention as 
the big heft prerogative of that city, that it had received ,1 ^reac 
luftre m>m St. John the .Kvannelni, and the Mother of God 5 
feyinn : '* Jn which John the Theologian, and the Vis <v in Ado- 
44 tber of God the holy Mary," (fupplv) convci fed, 01 rather, 
are honoured with churches held in fpecial veneration (1). 
Iillemont, and funic others, conjeciure horn this paliagc 
that /he died at Lphefus : but others think rather at Jeruialem, 
where, in later a^cs, mention is made of her fepuh hie cut in i\ 
toel; at Gethieniani [a). All agree that ihe lived to a very 

adv a need 

(i) Cone. T. 3. p. 5. 73. 

(") That St John Kvanpclifi the died at le nfalrm. St. Wil- 

retired to Kp|u-fub in hi:, ohl at'.e, libald, who ilomilhed mi '/-|o, 

' s ni;i ri I fioni iuconiell.iblc in his voyage to | c rulaii m, was 

HiiituiiiM'nts o liillorv. It i% iva flu-wn the roml* t>( uiv \l. Vn-'Jn, 



foiiMl-u; to he pielunicd thai he which \va:. eiu;ay, in the v.oiey 

rain«:t| \v*it|i | y ijii loiue nu'iuoriah; o. Jo/'i hat, at t'i.- ! --a of inounc 

u } "i dear and bletled perfuii. Olivet (..pud . (. '.n. • . i' • p. <oz. 

™ ,m diink (he went with him ed. Iiafna«;ii . /\« lauman, t In- J rifli 

I' 1 ' 1 ') t , rnul died at Knhefus. monk, who vi'-u-i 1 alellme in 

1)111 u luetHj jhojc jirobable, that the clote oi the le*. >;u:n century, 

< * 
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advanced age (2), improving daily in perfect charity, an( j j 
the moft heroiclc exercife of all other virtues. She paid th 
common debt of nature, none among the children of Ada 
being exempt from that rigorous law. But the death of th 
faints is rather to be called a fweet fleep than death : much mor 
that of the queen oF faints, who had been exempt from all fin, 

Jt is a traditionary pious belief, that the body of the Bk-jfe 
Virgin was raifed by God foon after her death, and aflumcd t. 
glory, by a fingular privilege, before the general refurn-c~{ion 0 



1 



. This is mentioned by the learned Andrew of Cret^ (^w 
laft. in the feventh, and by St. Gregory of 'Tours U)]^ 



the dead 
in the E 

the Weft in the fixth century. It is an opinion perfectly con 
formable to the fe-nti merits of piety and refpeiSr. which wcowet 
the glorious Mother of God. This preservation from corrup 
tion, and fpeedy affumption to glory, was a privilege v.'hic 
feems juftJy due to that facrcd body which was never denied b 
any fin, which was ever the moll holy and pure temple ofG-d 

prefer r 

(2) See Suarez Tr. de Mylleriis B. V. Maria:. (3) Or. :.d 
laudibus A/Turn ptaj Virg. p 132. Alio by German, patiiarcho 
Conftantinople. Or. 1. de Dormic Dcipar.c, &c. (-}] L.duGior 
Mart. c. 4. Alfo r,t. Iidefonfe, ferm.6. de AiTumptione. .And ch 
old Gallican or Gothick miilal, published by card. 'J'hom-i Tins, and b 
JVlabillon. See caid. Lambertini (afterward pope Den XIV.) Cua 
ment de D. N. J. Chrifti Matrifque ejus Feftis, part 2. c. 1 12. p. |C3 



[in Itiner. ap. Mab. Sax. 3 Be- 
. ncd. par 2. J. 1 . c. c,\) and Bede 
{De locis San£l. p 502 > mention 
it in the fame place. Among the 
Greeks, Andrew of Crete, who 
Jived in the /eve nth and eighth 
ages, fays, the B. V ii gin lived 
upon Mount Sinn, at Jerufalem, 
and died theic [Or. in Dormit. 
1>. AJ. ). S. Ciermanus, patriarch 

of" Conlhintinople, who died in 
730, affirms, chat ihe died at Je- 

rufaleni (Or. in Dor wit. Dei pat. i\ 
p. 1450. 1462.). The Armenians 

(Cone. Armen. in 1342, ap Alit - 
tennis 7~. 8. 1'et. Set/pt. p. 351 ) 
and the Mufco vices agive thai ihe 
was; buried at (jethfemani. Ciie- 
gory Bar-ebnems, the Neiioriati 
(/ip Jo/'. s1j)t?rta?ii Bibl. Orient. 

'i\ 3. par. 1. p. 3 1 S . ) and /bine 
others, who fay /lie accompanied 

Sr. Jo Jin to Kphefus, lcern 



have grounded their opinion oni 
on conjecture Sc. John, pro 
bably, ilaid in Jnda:a, ar.ii t;u 
nei^hboui hood, till after !ic 
death, and feoms not to ha; 
come to Kphe.us befoie SS. \\ 
tor and Paul liad left the Knit, 0 
even before their mart) uio.iij 
St. Paul eJlablifhed Sc. 'J'liJKKh 
hi/hop of Kphefus 111 o.j, '*uu 1 
his lecond epiille to that diicij'ld 
during his lall imprifonnimt ;i 
which lie invites him to ^ 
Jjom Kphel'us to Rome) tau W 
notice of Sc. John beinj; a« ly 1 '* 
fiib. The IJ. Virgin mnil h.in. 
been fixty- one or it ^ ty tin a" u" ; 
old, at leaJl twenty year:. Ulur 
liiat time. See the Fr. L'onim.oi 
the IJible, An. 17*0. Di/I-/-' * 
Tufas dc ia Stc l'u.gf> l2 » 

r 59. 
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preferved from all contagion of Adam, and the common curfe 
of mankind : to that body from which the eternal Word re- 
ceived his own adorable fleih, by whofe hands he was pleafed 
to be nourifhed and clothed on earth, and whom he vouchfafed 
to obey and honour as his mother. So great was the refpe£fc 
and veneration of the fathers towards this moft holy and mofr. 
exalted of all pure creatures, that St. Epiphanius durft not af- 
firm that flie ever died, becaufe he had never found any men- 
tion of her death, and becaufe {he might have been preferved 
immortal, and tranfiated to glory without dying (5). Much 
more oueht piety to incline us to receive with deference a tradi- 
tion fo ancient and fo well recommended to us as is this of the 
corporal aflurnption of the Virgin Mary ? an opinion which the 
church fo far favours as to read, from the works of St John 
Damafcen and St Bernard, an account of it in the breviary a.s 
proper to edify, and excite the devotion of her children 
But then, that our piety may be difcrect, we muft imitate the 
moderation and cautious refer vc of our holy mother the church, 
id not put mere opinions any way upon a level with articles 
of faith, or matters of divine revelation. This folemnity, in 
ancient martvrologies, is promifcuou/ly called the Aflumption, 
Paflige, or Repofe of the Virgin Mary. Whether this Af- 
lumption was of her foul only, or of both foul and body, is no 
part of faith. The latter is the truth, but were it not fo, the 
object of the prefent feftival is fit 11 the fame. For as we honour 
the departure of other faints out of this world, fo we have great 
rcafoji to rejoice and praife God on this day, when the mother 
of Ch rift entered into the pnfiiflion of thofe joys which he had 
prepared for her. We ought certainly to employ this feftivaJ in 
pouring forth our fouls before God, in moft holy tranfports of 
[fcmkf^iving for the high degree of grace and glory to which 
in his infinite mercy he has exalted her; fecondly, in imitating 
far Wittics; thirdly, in imploring his clemency and bounty 
t-Hoii<Ji her patronage and interceflion. We fhall excite our- 

f \ 

fc»vi\s to the/e duties by conhdering on one fide to how great a 
tnnvn flic is railed, and by what means flic atrained to if, and on 
t«i*- otoer, how powciful an advocate God hath <Wvcn us in her. 

' Ail i mi pi ion of the Virgin Mary is the greatelt ol all the 
Clival:; which the church celebrates in her honour. Jt is the 
^•summation of all the other Ltoat nivllerics, by which her 
" k um& leudered mo/t wondeiful : it is the birth day of her true 

v reatnefb 

I (0 Kpiph. h.er. 78 e 11. & 23. p. 1034. io>$. 

1 (') 1 he lullory of many cir- crihed to Melito of Sardis, is re- 
j l! »i!lanre:i relating to the Af- jecled by the whole woi Id as an 
3l, « !i j''ijii oi the 13. V. iallely ai- invention of feme unknown 

tire elf 
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great nefs and glory, and the crowning of all the virtues of |, cr 
whole life, which we admire finale in her other fcftivaU, It [ s 



others 
T - 



Greek author about the fixth 
cento iv. Liu that her body was 

✓ - 

aflhmeJ to oloiv loon after her 
deaih is the couilant opinion 
in the i.aiin. an:' in all the ori- 
ental churches See th'* old 
Engl id) in arty ro logy, p. 656, 
and many others, publiihed by 
Solliurthc Bollanciill ( 7, 7. J unit) , 

'-•./ Martenne (Aticcd. 

p. 1 559, 1 > 68. & T. 5. 

p 76. Alio' i'.clica. Vet, Script. 
T ■ . p. 656.) I.ikewifc the 
Hturcics of the Vili 2:0th s and 
Franks, ufeu before the reign 
of Ch.udemapnc ("/' Mabil/on. 

p. 21 ". , 2 1 3. C3 'up 'bo?): as. p 291 , 

293 ) — Confult Le Quien [in Op. 
S. J*. Datr-alc p 8,7) and Flo- 
re", tinius (ad 1 q Aug. & «8 jan ) 
The corporal A flu m prion of- the 
Mother of Cod i? v. « II proved 
by the anonymous author of the 
difi'ertation on this fubjeel agamic 
Launoy, undci the nar.10 of the 
rfdnwettte : and by CI nude Joli, 

the metropolitan 
chmeh of Paris, Dc Verbis Mar- 
tyrol Ufmtrdi, But that this hif- 
torical tradition and pious belief 

article of faith, 
is piwved by Uaionius, I>loc. in 
Martyr. lVlelchi.r Cano, 1. I?., 

dc Loci*; Theol. c 1 o. Suarc/*. 

3- P- M- 37 ;irL -1' in ^r- 21 ■ * e ^ 4 

2- Thenphihis kaynaudus in 

j)yplicis : :niani' , T. 7. Op. p. 
220 Thojn.iflin I'r. des Fetes, 

1. 2. c. 20. Nat. Alex. Mill. hee. 

2. e. .) . in Addit. ad (.Vnlor. 
Card, (rot Li, T. 4. de Vcrit. 
Rclio. ChriJlian. c. 41. Bene- 
dict XIV 7 . loc. fir. c. 1 it;. & 
T. 1. de Canoni/.. Sandtor, 1 1. 
c. .|2. n. 1 •, . IJourdelouc. Srrm. 

This feall of the Ahumption 
of the [». V. M. is mentioned as 
celebrated with great folemnity 
be lore the iixth a^e, both in the 



precentor or 



or opinion i:> no 
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pears Irom cne moil anc.es.t U- 
craniencai ies e.uaut, v, ith co 
piete leak udnrs, before die ' 
oJ pope y.ut, as i. ckarf-,,,, 
the Poniit'icai ; and hcior- ; lt - 
rei^u of 1 he cmpc. ->v\- Vi an-it^^ 
as is grit he red koni Nic-:] Mortis 
I. 17 c. 2 irk See 11 jioh. -\ .<)'>:. 
in Martyr. Ma hill on in kinr^ 
Gallic 1 7.. p. 1 > R. I'.vi m 
I'tcviar Geil. Rom. P- nU. in 
Sergio, \i. zh. Mawu.u,-. <\ t \\i, 
Eccl d 1*0! pi in div. o.'iic cucLr. 
c. 33. 11 z;. '1 Ijoinzd.'n. c jv, tt 

is calVd by the Giecl.*-, Koyurv 
frjerasctcu* or Ttanii'at '0 ; by ue 
Latins, lJoi?nttio^ F^rai 7, •'».■;". 

/IJfttmpthi hy the Vwi'co- 
vites TJihttitti i.e. * i w."th. 
Kalcoious, aichbuli p cf • an- Sc. 
ves ino, Ctmw. it: "T.:bul llutk>w 
Cai-f. fun p. 1 ?/>. i- uin.v, 17, y 
xAnd (of. AjTeniani, « 

Kaltud.Unu. ad 1.7 A 11^. K'JHi.1', 

175-6 — The cm; trour Cnnibi 
tine Porphyroj^enLta (I. :,««'*' CV« 
rewoniis shi/rr Cpbut . c. 29. p 
ed. Leipf. i 7 ^ ^ . ) deleni;'^ m 
foienm proceiiion made hy 
court and clergy at t onii. 
nople, on the (Meat leliivn! 01 t 

R ■ (•' fr YLctfww? o f t h <: 1> \ • »» 
— L'cnedict XIV. (c. 120.1 flif* 



Sl-C 



I 



theie terms, Dfrt/b, fltpj' 



ith thi 



//i/, tie. to coincide 
wo: d ,'ffrnption\ and tint 1 a ft t 
have been fometiuies u!e<l 
other faints, as St. Gregory 0 
Tc.nrs meniions the AlUuujno 
of St. Avitus of \ ienne d 
Gl. Con/eif. c. 40, &c ( ■■ l,a 
fin proven this pioniifcu""- 11 
of the word A iiii jd'.'Uuij tid 

Beleth, an ennneiu ' f *heol«? ;ia 
at Paris, in 1 r.ou (/!<.•;'■''<<•'/ ' 
Oj/ir. c. 4. & i-l6.). ^ 111 
maflin, </tv /'V///, 1. c 
11 17. 
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for all thefe gifts conferred on her that we are on this clay to 
praife and thank Him who is the author of them ; but efpecially 
for that glory with which he hath crowned her. in this we 
nvuft join our homages and joy with all the ble/Ted fpirits in 
heaven. What muft have been their exultation and triumph 
on this occafion ! With what honour do we think God himfelf 
received his mother into his kingdom I What glory did he be- 
ftow on her whom he exalted above the higheft cherubims, 
and placed on a throne raifed above all the choirs of his bleffed 
fpirits ! The feraphims, angels, and all the other glorious inha- 
bitants of his kingdom, feeing the graces with which fhe was 
adorned, and the dazzling beauty and luftre with which fhe 
fhonc forth as flic mounted on high from the earth, cried out in 
amaze : fP&fi is Jhe that cometh up from the defer t flowing zvith 
charms and delights leaning upon her beloved (6) P Accuftomed 
as they were to the wonders or heaven, in which God difplay- 
eth the magnificence of his power and greatnefs, they are ne- 
verthclefs aftoniflied to behold the glory of Mary; and much 
more fo, to fee.the earth which had been loaded with maledic- 
tions, and covered with monfters of abomination and horrcur, 
now produce fo great a treafure, and fend to them fo rich a 
prefent. They pronounce it ble/Ted for having given her birth; 
but their heaven much more fo in now receiving her for eter- 
nity. But ought we not rather to /top our inquiries in filent 
raptures of admiration and praife, than prefume to purfue them 
in an objeel: which is the aftonifhment of the higherf. angels ? 
This made St. Bernard fay on this fubjccl (y) : " Nothing 
" more delights me, yet nothing terrifies me more than to dif- 
<c courfe of the glory of the Virgin Mary." It is prcfumption 
to offer to dive into God's fecret myfteries, by pretending tr* 
fathom or meafure the degree of bhfs to which fhe is raifed. 
Let it then fumce that we know her honour now is proportioned 
to the incomprehenfible dignity of Mother of God which (lie 
bears, and to the tranfeendent degree of grace and merits which 
fhe pofleflcd on earth, and which fhe had never coaled to in- 
creafe every moment of her life. We extol her incomparable 
dignity in being the mother of her Creator ; a dignity which no 
mortal tongue can exprefs : but we may confidently fay Lhat the 
glorv with which Chrift received her in heaven is no lefs above 
the reach of our understanding. Martha was highly favoured 
when fiie had the honour to harbour Jefus nnch'r her roof; the 
hiilory of which is lead in the gofpel of this hllival. But that 
wrts only an emblem or Shadow of the happine/i; of the Vhftin 
Mary, who not only received her Creator into her hoiifr, but 
conceived and bore him in her womb. Vet ill i^ fo hi&h a div,- 

II h 3 niiy 

(6) Cant. viii. 5. (7) Serm. 4. <k Anumpl. 



500 The Afllimption of the B.V. Mary. Aug. i/-; 

nity only met with its recompenfe in the happinefs to which 
file was admitted on this day, on which (lie was received by 
Him in his glory, as fhe had harboured Him on earth in her 
womb and under her roof. He who rewards fo richly thole 
who for his fake ferve or relieve the lean: of his members on 
earth, though they fhould only give them a cup of cold wa- 
ter, difplays his liberal i ty with the utmoft profufion of great 
gifts in favour of a mother the moft faithful to his graces, 
the moft fervent in his love, and the moft conftant in his fer- 
vice. He remembers the affection, piety and fervour with 
which fhe lanclified herfelf before fhe conceived him, and 
during the remainder of her life; with which fhe bore him 
in her womb, cherifhed and ferved him in his mortal body 
upon earth, and fuffered with him, by companion, on mount 
Calvary : and now he repays her by the honour with which he 
receives and crowns her. This he does in a manner fo much 
the more wonderful as he is infinite in power, love and goocl- 
nefs, and as his ways are infinitely exalted above thofe of crea- 
tures. Moreover, his own honour is here intercfted that he 
'fhould glorify one that fiands in fo near a relation to himfclf, 
and that he fhould exalt his mother by the gifts of his glory 
as he enriched her with his moft extraordinary graces when he 
fir ft chofe her to that dignity. She is faid to be clothed with 
the fun, that is, with a glory tranfeending that of. the other 
bleflcd, as the brightnefs of the fun furpafleth the ftars : it is 
added, that the moon is placed under" her feet. " Of this 
heavenly queen," fays St. Francis of Sales (8), " from my 
heart I proclaim this loving and true thought. The an- 
cc gels and faints are only compared to flars, and the fir ft of 
<c thofe to the faireft of thefc. But fhe' is fair as the moon, 
<c as eafily^9^c^T^rfairncd from the other faints as the fun is 
* c frQErf the ftars." She receives a crown Hot like thofe of 
o>ker faints, but of twelve ftars (9). If flic rejoices exceed- 
ingly in her own blifs, much more will flic overflow with joy 
in the glory of her divine Son. What a Angular ple-afwc 
siHift (he feel to behold Him whom fhe had with fo miu.Ii fb- 
licitude miniilcied to, fo affeclionately attended, and fb griev- 
oufly mourned f<jr, now placed on the throne of his mnjdly, 
relplendent with the glory of the divinity, and proclaimed 
every where the foul of all thing.'; ! What raptures ul love 
ami joy muft tnmfpoit her foul at this fu.'Ja I And with what i 
temlernefs does he addiefs, and fay to her: u You iniiit- 

C1 - lie led to me far above all others in my flate of humiliation ; ! 

u and 
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« and I will mmiftcr to you more abundantly than to any other 
" in mv glory. I received from you my humanity, and f will 
« beftow on you the riches of my immortality." The devil 
beholding her exaltation, fvveJIs with rage to fee his feduciion 
of the firft Eve become an occafion of fo great a dignity and 
plory to Mary. All the holy choirs of heaven contemplating 
her exaltation, praife the mercies and gifts of God in her. 
Wc on earth are bound, on many accounts, to join them in 
the duty of thank fgiving and joy. 

Whilft wc contemplate the glory to which Mary Is raifed 
by her triumph on this day, in profound fentiments of venera- 
tion, aftonifhment and praife, we ought, for our own advan- 
tage, to confider by what means fhe arrived at this fublinic 
degree of honour and happinefs, that we mav walk in her 
fteps. That fhe fhould be the mother of her Creator was the 
moil wonderful miracle, and the high eft dignity : yet it was 
not properly this that God crowned in her, as Chrift himfelf 
allures us (10). So near a relation to God was to be adorned 
with the greateft graces : and Mary's fidelity to them was 
the mcafure of her glory. It was her virtue that God con- 
fidered in the recompcncc he beftowed upon her : herein he 
regarded her charity, her profound humility, her purity, her 
patience, her meeknefs, holy zeal, and ardour in paying to 
God the moft perfect homage of adoration, Jove, praife, and 
thankfgiving Charity, or the love of God, is the queen and 
the mo ft excellent of all virtues ; it is alio their form or foul ; 
becaufe no other virtue can be meritorious of eternal life, un- 
lefs it be animated, and proceed from the motive of holy 
chanty. In this confifts the perfection of all true fmc"iity, 
Mary furpafled all others in fan£Mty, in proportion :\s fhe ex- 
celled them in the moft pure, mo ft ardent and moft perfect 
charity. This virtue fhe exeicifed and improved continually 
in her foul, by the ardour with which ihe fcrved Chrift both in 
petfon and in his members, the poor, by the moft conftant and 
perfect obedience to the divine law in all things, by the molt en- 
tire resignation and facrilice of herfelf to God's will, the moll in- 
vincible patience and meeknefs, and by all other virtues, espe- 
cially affiduous acts of adoration, hope, praife, thaukfgiving, 
Application and the like parts of prayer, in which ihe employed 
her holy foul with :ill her aftccfious. Jiut if charity was the per- 
fection of her eminent fanctity, its ouml-woi k was her iincerc 
ail( l moft profound humility. This was the fouicc nf her ti anf~ 
indent charity, and of all her other virtues, by div.win» iiom 

11 h 4 heaven 
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heaven thofe graces into her foul. This chiefly attracted God 
from the feat of his glory into her chafte womb : the fame raifed 
her to the higheft throne among the blefled. Yes ; the 
aflumption of Mary in glory was only the triumph of her hu- 
mility. Hereof we have the rnoft authentick affurance (1 
She was exalted in virtue, dignity, and glory above all other 
pure or mere creatures, becaufe flie was of all others the moft 
humble. Therefore did charity and every other virtue fhoot 
fo deep roots in her heart, and raife their head like a palm- 
tree in Cades, and is like a cedar on Libanus ; fpreading their 
fhade like a cyprefs-tree on mount Si'on, and difTufing their 
fweet odour as a rofe- plant in Jericho, like cinnamon and aro- 
matick balm, and like the beft myrrh (12). Therefore (he 
afcends fo high becaufe in her own fentiments of herfelf ihe 
v/as fo lowly. Meeknefs and patience are the fifter-virtues 
and infcparable companions of humility. By thefe was Mary 
to purchafe her great crown 1 and to furnifh her with occalions 
for the molt perfect exercife of thefe and all other virtues in 
the rnoft heroick degree, God was pleafed to vifit her with the 
fliarpcfl trials. Though flie was the mother of God, never 
defiled with the lead ftain of fin, and by a lingular privilege 
of grace free from concupifcence, yet flie was not exempted 
from the crofs of her Son. Nay, how much nearer a rela- 
tion fhe bore to him, and how much dearer and more pre- 
cious flie was in his fight, fo much a larger portion of his cup 
did he prefent to her above his other faints. Though flie 
had no fins to fatisfy for, yet her virtue was to be exer- 
cifed and improved by trials, and the higher degree of glory 
was prepared for her, by fo much the more fevere crofies was 
it to be earned. Befides thefe reafons for fuftering, we who 
are criminal finners, have immenfe debts to cancel, an un- 
ruly concupifcence to keep under, and a fund of inordinate 
felf-love to fight againft and fubdue. Yet we would live with- 
out mortification and fufFering, and are inclined to murmur 
at what ought to be the fubject of our joy and ambition. God 
was pleafed to cohdudl his mother through hard and rigorous 
ways in virtue, that her example might be a model and con- 
folation to us under interiour trials. They are painful to na- 
ture, but the ordinary exercife of heroick fouls in pure and 
perfect love. Confolations, even thofe that are fpiritual, are 
rather fupports of our weaknefs than the tcft and fchool or 
foiid virtue; the cbaraclei of which is to fuller with patience 

and conlUncy. The path of profperity, if uninterrupted, ex- 
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pofes fouls to much illufion : in it many are filled only with 
felf-love whilft they flatter themfelves they are walking with 
God, and reaping the fruits of virtue. The road of privations 
is the moft fecure as well as moft fruitful in heroick vir- 
tues. Certainly nothing can be more fublime, or better for 
us feeing God had nothing greater for his mother. This 
confederation fufBces alone to fill us with comfort and joy 
under all afflictions, that in them we are in good company, 
even with Chrift himfelf, with his bJefTed mother, ^nd his 
faints, who have all walked in this path before us, carrying their 
heavy crolles, which were the fources of their greatest blef- 
fings. Let us confider a little the life of Mary. What muft: 
fte°have fuffered from the hardfliips of poverty, the alarm- 
in" perfecution of Herod, the banifhment into Egypt, living 
after her return in a kind of exile for fear of Archelaus ? Un- 
der rhefe' and many like circumftances we may eafiJy imagine 
what continual crofles fhe had to bear together with her di- 
vine infant. What muft fhe feel to fee him in want, fuffering 
cold and all other inconveniences i what when fhe loft him 
in the temple, and faw him expofed to hardfliips and ill treat- 
ment on other occafions ? He was perfecuted and reviled by 
thePharifees and others, his meeknefs defpifed, and his moft 
holy doctrine contradicted. It was alio a continual affliction 
to her tender heart, always full of zeal for the honour of 
God, and of charity for men, to fee the whole world filled 
with fins, blafphemies againft fo good a God, fcandals, abufes 
and wrecks of fouls. But what was her grief to fee her 
mod amiable and divine Son in his facred pafllon, covered 
with ignominies, overwhelmed with the blackeft calumnies, 
bound, fcourged, crowned with thorns, and dying on a crofs ! 
How fharp a fword of moft bitter grief muft have then pierced 
the foul of this mother of forrows ! After her Divine Son had 
left the earth, how earned: were her fighs to be united to 
him in glory ? Plow bitter muft the prolongation of her banifh- 
ment amidft the fins of the world have been to her, whole 
burning charity furpafled that of all other faints ? Only pa- 
tience, meeknefs, fubmiflion to the will of God, entire con- 
fidence in him, and the afliduous exercifc of prayer and divine 
Jove were her fupport, her comfort, and the rich harveft which 
fte reaped from her fufferings. The weight and duration of 
tbefc crolles, and the great virtues which /he pra<5liictl under 
them, are the mcafure of that height of glory to which Hie is 
halted. We fee the means by which Mary mounted to the 
tappinefs which flic now enjoys. No other way is open to 
Ui - The /kmc path which conducted her to glory, will alio 

lead 
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lead us thither: we (hall be partners in her reward, if we copy 
her virtues. Her example is both our model and our encourage- 
ment. From her arTumption we derive another great ad- 
vantage, that of her patronage. Mary crowned in heaven is 
an advocate with her Son in favour of us finners. 

The prayers of the holy Virgin Mary whilft flic lived on 
earth were certainly of great efficacy ; much more than thofe 
of Abraham, Job or EUas. Now raifed to a (rate of blifs 
Ihe cannot have loft the power to intercede with God for 
us : this on the contrary mull be much gi eater as flic is now 
feated near the throne of mercy. If the angels who are be- 
fore the throne of God, offer our prayers to him, and pray 
themfelves for us ; if the faints in glory employ their media- 
tion in our favour, mall not the molt holy Mothe r of God 
be able to do the fame office for us ? Can any be fo bold a* to 
pretend either that ihe is not willing, or that fhe cannot ex- 
ert her charity in our behalf? That Hie is mod: ready and 
dcfirous, no one can doubt, feeing that, among all pure crea- 
tures there never was any zeal or charity equal to her's who 
bore charity itfelf in her womb. She received from him that 
seal for the glory of God, and thofe bowels of tendernefs and 
companion for the fouls of poor finners, which furpafled thofe 
of all angels and men. Now fhe beholds the divine eflence, 
and is made all love by being transformed in glory, and united 
to Him who is love itfelf: now fhe fees all that can inflame her 
charity both in our miferies, in God's goodnefs, and in the glory 
which will redound to him from our falvation, can fhe forget 
us ? No certainly. With her zeal for the divine honour, and 
her charity for poor finners, her compaffion for us muft be much 
increafed. Nor can fhe have lefs power and credit with her 
Son : but the more fhe is honoured by him, the more pre- 
valent muft her interceflion be. If Either could prevail with 
Aflucrus in favour of her nation : if the rhecuit could move 
David to fhew mercy to Abfalom ; if Judith could Give her 
people by her prayers : if the faints both on earth and reign- 
ing with Chrift in heaven could often avert the divine ven- 
geance, and work wonders, what mall we not be able to ob- 
tain through the mediation of Mary ! As St. lionaventure (i'Sj 
repeats from St. Bernard : " You have fceure accefs to God 
* c where you have the mother add retting the Son, and the 
* c Son before the Father in your behalf. She fliews to her 
**• Son in your favour the breath which gave him fuck, and 
44 live Son prefents to the Father his wounds and open Me." 

1 iic 
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The conftant doctrine and tradition of the church through 
all a*es renders us fecure in the practice of invoking this holy 
Virgin (c). The Proteftant Century-writers of Magdeburg 
trace it for us as high as the fecond century, and charge St. Jre- 
n2eu s with teaching it in the fame manner that the catholick 
church does at this day. This is. their remark upon thofe 
words of that great and primitive doctor: " The Virgin 
« Mary is made the advocate of Eve," that is, for men upon 
whom their nrft mother entailed a. curfe (14). St. Irena^us is 
one of the firft in the Jin: of the fathers : and this holy and 
wholefome devotion he learned from his matters St. Poly carp 
j and other immediate difciples of the apoftles : and the fame" 
I has been delivered down by the pallors of the church with the 
whole facred depofit of our faith, without changing one iota : 
for its faith is always the fame and unalterable. This is eafy 
to prove with regard to the prefent point from the clear tefti- 
monies of ancient venerable fathers. But it would be fuper- 
fluous and tedious to load a difcourfe with the quotations of all 
thole writers who are, in every. age, vouchers of this article 
of the catholick faith, and witnefles of the homages which 
the church, infrru&ed by the Holy Ghofr, has never failed to 
pay to the glorious Mother of God. It is confirmed from the 
watchful attention with which the church has condemned all 
crrours that have been broached contrary to it. St. Epipha- 
nius informs us (15) that in the fourth age, among the Apol- 
linarifts fprang up in Arabia the hereticks called Antidicomari- 
eniia, or adverfaries.of Mary, who affirmed that fhe had not 
remained a virgin, and that after the birth of Chrift fhe had 
children by St. Jofeph. He tells us (16) that there arofe at the 
fame time, and in the fame country, another herefy quite 
contrary to the former, the profeflbrs of which were called 
CollyridianSj from -certain cakes (called in Greek Colly rides) 
Which they offered to the Virgin Mary, honouring her with 
facrificcs as a kind of divinity, and thus changing piety and de- 
votion into fuperftition and idolatry. St. lipiphanius diicourf- 
iag againft this herefy, concludes that Mary ought to be ho- 
noured, hut God alone adored. This urrour was immediately 
crufltcd by the authority of the church: but it fhews that the 
faithful then paid folemn devotion to this queen of heaven, 
which ibmc ignorant people took occaiiun impioully to per- 
vert. 

S. hen. 1. c. c. 21. (ol. 19.) p. ■] $ 2 . (15) fLcr. y;\ 

"•20. & h;er. 78. (il)J Jd. h:er. y\j. 

(0 -s c <t ab ill a (viz, KcelcJia) d'ulki fvairns tcnev. S. Jiernard. 
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vert. Likewife when Neftorius blafphemoufly denied to the 
Virgin Mary the title and dignity of Mother of God, this hc- 
refy did but awake the piety of the faithful, and the errour, 
as it always happens, ferved to eftablifh the truth with greater 
luftre by the decifions of councils, and the molt authenticlc 
publick monuments and writings of the fathers full of devo- \ 
tion and the ftrongeft addrefTes to this glorious advocate of j 
finners, as may be feen in feveral works of St. Cyril of Alex- : 
andria againft Neftorius, in the difcourfes of St. Procluson the : 
Virgin Mary againft the fame herefiarch, and others. 

The fathers, moreover, encourage us to place a confidence \ 
in her holy patronage, by frequent miraculous inftances which ) 
they have recorded. St. Gregory of Nyfla, tells us (17) that ; 
the Blefled Virgin and St. John Evangelift, in a vilion, de- ; 
livered to St. Gegory Thaumaturgus, in the year 244, a creed j 
which afterwards preferved the church of Neocaefarasa from the \ 
Arian hefefy. St. Gregory Nazianzen relates (1.8) that the holy j 
virgin and martyr Juftina, in the reign of Diocletian, befought ; 
the Virgin Mary to aflift her againft infamous tempters, and I 
ahe magical charms of Cyprian, and was wonderfully fuc- 
coured, Cvprian himfelf being converted, and becoming a ; 
glorious martyr. St. Sophronius and John Mofchus, in the 
Spiritual Meadow (19) mention a certain merchant of Alex- 
andria, who on fetting out on a voyage to XJonftantinoplc, 
recommended his wife and little daughter to " our Lady the 
« holy Mother of God:" and by her patronage they were 
both miraculoufly preferved, during his abfence, from being 
robbed and murdered. Many other fuch inftances might be 
gathered from the writings of the moft holy and illuftrious la- 
thers of the church, than which nothing can more clearly 
prove what were their fentiments and practice, and thofe of 
the whole church from the carlieft times, with regard to this 
devotion to the Mother of God. . We are encouraged to be 
fervent in this great means of mercy by the experience o\ 
her powerful intcrceflion, confirmed by illuftrious exam- 
ples. " Let him ccafc to extol thy clemency, O holy 
" Vircsin," cries out her devout client St. Bernard (20J, 
" who ever invoked thy aid in his ncceiiities, and iound it to 
" Jail him." Hence not only the Ciftcrcian, but many 
other reliwms Orders, and numberlcfs pious confraternities 
have folcinnly put themfelves under the fpecial patronage 01 
the Mother of God: and many kingdoms have done the iaint, 

41 J 
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as Hungary by the devotion of St. Stephen, and France by the 
vow of Lewis XIII. in 1638, in memory of which an annual 
jnoft folemn proceflion is performed in all parts of that king- 
dom on this feftival of the Aflumption- The church ftrongly 
recommends to us this wholefome devotion by eftabliihing fa 
many feafts in honour of this holy Virgin. This of her af- 
fumption was celebrated with the utrnoif. folemnity at Jerufa- 
km in the fifth and fixth ages, as appears from the life of St. 
Theodofius (2.1). St. Proclus, on this day of her feftival, in 
428, delivered his famous fermon againfi Neftorius, in his pre- 
fence, proving the Virgin Mary to be the Mother of God. We 
find churches dedicated to God in her honour in all parts of 
the Chriflian world, as foon as that liberty was allowed under 
the fir ft Chriftian emperours. The great church of Ephcfus 
bore her name when the general council was afTembled in it 
againft Neftorius, in 431. St. Mary Major was built in Rome 
in the time of pope Liberius, and conlecrated by Sixtus II], 
about the year 433, as is proved by the Bollandifts (22). 
Theodorus Leclor (23) mentions that the emprefs Pul- 
cheria built two churches in her honour at Conftantinople- 
About the fame time one was built at Jerufalem by St. Sa- 
has, &c. 

The voice of the church, the example of fo many eminent 
faints, and the moft powerful motives of religion recommend 
to us a lingular devotion to the glorious mother of God. St- 
Terefa in her childhood, grieving for the ]ofs of her mother # 
caftherfelf on her knees before a picture of the Blcft'ed Virgin,, 
befeeching her with many tears to take her under her fpecial 
patronage, and to be to her a tender mother and tutorefs (24). 
In like manner we may, by a folemn dedication of ourfclves to 
God under the patronage of the Virgin Mary, choofe her for 
our principal advocate with him, and commend ourfclves molt 
carneftly to her mediation. This recommendation of our- 
fclves to her we may renew in our morning and night devotions, 
and in a more folemn manner on all her fcftivals : imploring, 
moreover, her interceflion in all temptations, and neceflhies 
spiritual or corporal. Bafe and unworthy finncrs as we are. 
can we do better than Hrcngthcn our prayers by the join* 
interceflion of fuch an advocate, and by invoking her as our 
fecure refuge ? St. Bernard (25) puts into our mouths the fol- 
lowing addrefs to her : tc O blefled finder of grace, mother of 
6Q life, mother of falvation, may we through you have accefs 

" to 

(21) In Rollandus ad 11 Jan. n. 31. (22) ad Marti i ? 3 . p. 716. 
c ; 9- (23) P. 552. 563. (24) Her own life, ch. 1. (25) ij. Ucrn. 
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<c to your Son, and that he who was given us through you 
* c may receive us through you. May your integrity and inn 0 - 
" cence excufe before him the ftain of our corruption- 
tc may your humility fo agreeable to God obtain the pardon 
4t of our vanity : may your abundant charity cover the multi- 
* c tude of our fins, and your glorious fruitfulnefs fupply our 
cc indigence of merits. Our lady, our mediatrix, our advo- 
cate, reconcile us to your Son, commend us to your Son 
<c prcfent us to your Son. By the grace with which you arc 
* c honoured, by the mercy which you have brought forth, ob- 
tc tain that He who through you put on our weaknefs, mav 
<c through you make us partakers of his blifs and glory." But 
to obtain the protection of the Mother of God, we muft not 
content ourfelves to implore it barely in words, but muft do 
this alfo with our hearts, and with a fincere defire of ferving 
God with fervour. To be devout to the mother we muft 
copy her virtues, and live faithful to the holy law of her Son. 
She is the refuge of finners ; but of fuch as fue for pardon 
with fincere repentance ; not of thofe who wilfully continue 
to ciucify her Son. She detefts the falfe confidence of fuch, 
and can never countenance their prefumption and impiety. An 
imitation of her virtues and fpirit is the moft folid proof of 
a true devotion to her, and the means to honour her, and to 
recommend our petitions through her to her divine Son. 

On the fame DAY 

St. Aupius, Bifhop, C. He was of a good family, and born 
atTagaflc in Africa, of which town the great St. Auihn was alfo .1 
native. He (ludied grammar and rhetorick under that eminent 
mailer firft at Tagalle, and afterward at Carthage, till a difagrcc- 
menc happened between St. Aufiin and his father: Alipius Hill ic- 
tained an extraordinary afFcdlion and refpect for him, and was re- 
ciprocally much beloved by him on account of his great inclination 
to virtue. At Carthage Alipius was unhappily bewitched with the 
vain (hews of the Circus, to which the inhabitants of that j»rcat 
city were extravagantly addicted. St. Aullin was much afflicted 
' that io hopeful a young gentleman would be, or rather was already, 
loft in that dangerous fchool of the paflions : but he had no oppor- 
tunity of admoniihing him of that evil cuilom ; Alipius at that time 
not being fufForcd by his father to be any longer one of his kholars* 
lie happened, however, one day to Hep into his fchool, and hear 
fome part or his lecture, and then depart, as lie did foineun.Ci by 
Health. Aullin in expounding the fnbject which he had in lunul, 
borrowed a fjmilitude from the thews of the circus, with a iimut 
derilion of thole who were captivated with that folly. This he diil 
without any thought of Alipius. but Alipiius imagining it had luvn 
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{poke purely for him, and being a well-difpo fed youth, was angry 
with himielf for this weak paflion, not with Aultin, whom he 
loved the more for this undeligued rebuke. Condemning himfelf, 
he rofe out of the pit into which he was funk, and went no more 
to the circus. Thus God who fitteth at the helm, and flee re th the 
courfe of all things which he hath created, refcued from this dan- 
ger one whom he had decreed to adopt one day among his chil- 
dren, and raife to the dignity of a bifhop, and a difpenfer of 
his Jacraments. After this Alipius prevailed with his father that 
he might be again Auftin's Icholar. He was afterwards involved 
with his mother in the fuperiiinon of the JVlanichees, being much 
taken with their boaltcd continency, which he fuppofed to be true 
and fincere, whereas, fays St Auliin, it was only counterfeit, to 
inveigle fouls : for fuch are the charms, and fuch the dignity of 
virtue, that they who know not how to reach the height of that 
which is true, are eafily deceived by fuperficial appearance, and 
what has only the fhadow of it. Alipius whilft he was a ftudent at 
Carthage, found a hatchet in the ftreet, which a thief, who had 
attempted to cut off and Heal fome lead from certain rails in the 
citv, had dropped to fave himfelf, being clofely purfued. Alipius 
innocently took up the hatchet, and being found with it was carried 
before the judge, where he was treated as the true thief. As 
the officers were leading him to prifon or to puniftiment, he 
was met by an architect who had. care of the pu Slick buildings, 
and knew Alipius whom he had often feen at the houfe of a cer- 
tain fenator. This man, furprifed to fee him in fuch hands, en- 
quired of him how fo great a misfortune had befallen him ; and 
having heard his cafe, he delired the people who were in a great 
tumult and rage, to go along with him ; for he would prove to 
them the innocence of their prifoner. He went to the houfe of a 
young man who was guilty of the fact, and met at the door an 
infant who innocently told the whole matter without fufpecting 
any harm to his mailer. For being (hewn the hatchet, and afked 
whofe it was, the child prefently anfwercd. It is ours ; and being 
further examined, difcovercd the theft. Whereupon the mob was 
confounded, and Alipius difcharged. This accident, according to 
the remark of St. AufHn, was an effect of divine providence, that 
he might learn from it to be tender of the reputation of others, 
and to guard again ft rafh judgment : for generally common fame 
is no giounds for condemning a man. 

Alipius purfuing Ins views in the world, according to the in- 
clinations of his parents, went to Koine,- to ftiuly the law. In 
that city he was drawn into an incredible paflion for the bat baron. 4 
thews of the amphitheatre, or fights of gladiators, For he beinf*; 
•it fir 11 veiy averfe from fuch divcrfmns, fome of his friends and 
Ichoolfellows meeting him one day alter dinner, with a lamihar 
viok-p.ee, led him much againil his will tn thofe tragical lpoit:s 
which were then exhibiting. lie refilled them all the way, and 
faid to them : 44 If you hawl my body thither can yon force me to 
u turn my mind or my eycti upon tho/e ihowt ? I ihall be aluVnt 
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*' therefore, though prefent in body." Yet they did not defift 
but carried him with them. When they had taken their feats, and 
the cruel fports began, Alipius Ihut his eyes, that his foul might 
not take any delight in fuch. wicked objects : and would to God 
fays St. Auftin, he had fhut his ears too. For hearing a great fhouc 
of the people, he was overcome by curiofity, and opened his eyes, 
defigning only to fee what the matter was, and to defpife it ; and 
then Ihut them again. But to mew us how much our fafety de- 
pends upon our fhunning the occaiions of evils, and ihutting out 
ail dangerous objects from our foul, he fell by this curiofuy. One 
of the combatants was wounded ; and Alipius by the fight received 
a more grievous wound in his foul, whilil he was more bold than 
flrong ; though indeed he was fo much the weaker, inafmuch as 
he prefumed of himfelf, inftead of confiding only in God. He no 
fooner beheld the blood of the wounded gladiator, but inftead of 
turning away his eyes, he fixed them on the favage fpeclacle, 
fucked in all the fury, and was made drunk with the cruel pleasure 
of thofe criminal and barbarous combats. He was not now the 
man he came, but one of the multitude with which he mingled. 
He looked on, he fhouted, he took fire, he carried away with him 
a madnefs, by which he was incited to return again, even among 
the foremolt of his companions, and to draw others with him. He 
alfo again relapfed into his former pafiion for the diversions of the 
circus,which confided chiefly in various kinds of races ; more innocent 
indeed than the barbarous fights of gladiators, but vain, and often 
incentives of various paflions. From thefe misfortunes he learned 
to fear his own weaknefs, and truft in God alone, after he had, 
by the meft flrong and merciful hand of his Creator, been raifed 
from the pit. But this was long afterwards. In the mean time 
Alipius followed his (ludies, lived chafte, behaved with great in- 
tegrity and honour, and was made afTefTor of juftice in the court 
of thetrcafurer of Italy, In this charge he gave memorable proofs 
of juftice and difinterellednefs, and oppofed an unjuft ufurpation 
of a powerful fenator whofe favour was courted by many, and 
whofe difpleafure was dreaded by all. When a reward was pro- 
inifed, Alipius fcorned it ; and when he was affaulted with threats, 
he defpife d them. The judge himfelf whofe afTefTor he was, was 
reftrained by his integrity ; for if he had pafTed the unjuft decree, 
Alipius would have gone off the bench. When St. Auftin came to 
Rome he ftuck cloie to him, went with him to Milan, and was 
converted and baptized with him by St. Ambrofe on Eailer-evc, ia 
387. Some time after they returned to Rome, and having fpent 
there a year in retirement, went back to Africa. They lived toge- 
ther at Tagalte, in a fmall community of devout perlbns, in the 
fervent praclice of penance, falling and prayer, labouring per-, 
feclly to put off the old man with his works. Worldly habits juft 
healed Mood in need of fuch a retreat, nor was the penitent to be 
cxpofed again to danger. Habits of all virtues were to be formed 
and ftrcngthened. Such a folitude was alfo a ncccflary preparation 
for the apoftolick life, which thefe Uoly men afterward unto area. 



I 

j 

1 



Aug. 15.' St. A R N O U L, B, C. 511 

They lived thus three years at Tagafte, when, St. AufUn being 
made prieft of Hippo, they all removed thither, and continued the 
fame manner of life in a monaftery which St, Aufttn built there- 
Alipi us performed a journey of devotion to Paleftine, where he 
fa;v, and contracted a friend (hip with St. Jerom. Upon his re- 
turn into Africa he was confecrated bifhop of Tagafte about the 
year 393. He was St Auftin's chief afliftant in all he did and 
wrote again ft the DonatiRs and Pelagians. He affifted at many 
councils, undertook feveral journeys, and preached and laboured 
with indefatigable zeal in the caufe of Gud and his church. 
St. Auftin, in a letter which he wrote to him in 429, calls him 
old. He feems not to have long furvived that year. His name 
occurs on this day in the Roman martyrology. — See S. Auguftine 
ConfefT. 1. 6 c. 7, 8,9, 10, 12. 1, 9. c. 6. and ep. 22, 28, 188, 201. 
cd. Ben.Tillem. T. 12. 

St. Arnoul, or Arnulphus, Bifhop of Soiflbns, C. He was a 
French nobleman, and had diftinguifhed himfelf in the armies of 
Robert and Henry I. kings of France, He was called to a more 
noble warfare, refolving to employ for God the labour, which till 
then he had rather confecrated to the fervice of the world. He be- 
came a monk in the great monaftery of St. Medard at Soiflbns ; 
and his example was followed by many other perfons of diftin&ion. 
After he had for fome time made trial of his ftrcngth in the exer- 
cifes of a cenobitick life, he formed to himfelf a new plan more 
fuitable to his fervour. With his abbot's leave he fhut himfelf up 
in a narrow cell, and in the clofeft folitude, almoft without any 
commerce with men, devoted himfelf to afliduous prayer, and 
the exercifes of the moft auftere penance. He had led this man- 
ner of life three years and a half, when a council held at Meauix 
by a legate of pope Gregory VII. at the requeft of the clergy and 
people of Soiffons, refolved to place him in that epifcopal fee. To 
the deputies of the council who came on that errand, Arnoul re- 
turned this anfwer : " Leave a (inner to offer to God fome fruits 
" of penance : and compel not a madman to take upon him a 
" charge which requires fo much wifdom." He was, however, 
obliged to put his Ihoulders under the burden. He fet himfelf with 
incredible zeal to fulfil every branch of his miniitry ; but finding 
himfelf not able to correct certain grievous abufes among the peo- 
ple, and fearing the account he fhould have to give for others no> 
!cb than for himfelf, he procured leave to relign his dignity. He 
afterwards founded a great monaftery at Aldcpburg, then a con- 
liderable city, in the diocefs of Bruges, towards Oftend, where he 
happily died on fackcloth and allies in 1087. Many miracles 
wrought at his tomb were approved in a council held at Beau va is 
1:1 1 121. His rclicks were enfhrincd in 1131, and are ilill prc- 
I( :rved in the church of St. Peter at Aldenburg or Oudcnbnrg. His 
" nie very famous over all the Low-Countries and in France. — • 
"' L | hi 1 life written by Lizard bifhop of Soiffons in the fame century, 
by 1 lariulph abbot of Aldenburg. See alfb Sandeius, Elandri* 
ih: </}'<tt>i % augmented by the canon Koppens. 
Vol ill. 1 i AUGUST 
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St. HYACINTH, Confeffor, O. S. D. 

From his life by Alberti^ and the PoliJJ? hi/iorians. See Tour on, 

Vie de S. Domin. I. 6. 

A. D. 1256. 

CT. HYACINTH, whom the church hiflorians call the 
^ apoftle of the North, and theThaumaturgus of his age, was of 
the ancient houfe of the counts of Oldrovans, one of the mod: 
illuftrious of Silefia, a province at that time united to Poland, 
now to Bohemia, or Germany.* His grandfather, the great 
general againft the Tartars, left two fons. Yvo the younger 
was chancellor of Poland and bifhop of Cracow. Euftachius 
the elder was count of Konfki, the firft fruit of whofe virtuous 
marriage was St. Hyacinth, born in 1185, in the caftle of 
Saxony, in the diocefs of Breflaw in Silefia. His parents di- 
ligently cultivated his happy natural difpofitions for virtue, 
♦and he preferved an unfpotted innocence of manners through 
the flippery paths of youth during his fhidies at Cracow, Prague 
and Bologna \, in which laft univerfity he took the degree of 
do£torof the laws and divinity. Returning to the bHhop of Cra- 
cow, predeceflbr to Yvo of Konfki, that pious prelate gave 
him a prebend in his cathedral, and employed him as his af- 
iiftant and counfellor in the adminiftration of his diocefs. 
Hyacinth (hewed great prudence, capacity and zeal in the 
multiplicity of his exteriour occupations ; but never (uftcrcd 
them to be any impediment to his fpirit of prayer and recol- 
lection. He pradtifed uncommon mortifications, and was ai- 
fiduous in aflifling at all the parts of the divine office, and 
in vifiting and ferving the fick in the hofpitals : all his cccle- 
fiaftical revenue he bellowed in alms. Vincent his bifhop ab- 
dicating his dignity with the view of preparing himielr lor death 
in holy folitude, Yvo of Konfki, chancellor of Poland, was 
placed in that fee, and went to Rome, whether to obtain the 
confirmation of his election, or for other affairs, is not men- 
tioned. He took with him his two nephews, Hyacinth and 
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Ceflas. St.. Domiriick was then at Rome, this happening in 
the year 1218. Yvo and the bifhop of Prague, charmed with 
the fan<5rity of his life, the uncYion of his difcourfes, and the 
fruit of his fermons, and being eye witnefles to fomc of his 
miracles, begged fome of his preachers for their diocefles. 
The holy founder was obliged to excufe himfelf, having fent 
aiyay fo many, that he was not able to fupply them. Eut 
four of the domeffick attendants of the bifhop of Cracow de- 
feed to embrace his auftere inftitute,. namely, the bifhop's 
two nephews, Hyacinth and Ceflas, and two German gen- 
tlemen Herman and Henry. They received the habit at the 
hands of St. Dommick, in his convent of St. Sabina, in March, 
1218. The perfect difengagement from all things in this 
world, the contempt of them/elves, the univcrfal mortification 
of their fenfes, the denial of their own will, the Jove of con- 
tinual prayer, and an ardent zeal to glorify God in all their 
actions and fufFerings were the folid foundation which they 
laid of the fpiritual edifice of their own perfection, by which 
they laboured in the fir ft place to fanccify their own fouls* 
They made their folemn vows by a difpenfation, after a no- 
viciate of about fix months only ; and Hyacinth, then thirty- 
three years old, was appointed fuperiour of their miftion. 
Yvo of Konfki fet out for Poland with a fuitable equipage. 
The mtflionaries took another road, that they might travel 
on foot, and without provifions,^ccording to the fpirit of 
their in ftitute. Having paffed through the Venetian territories 
they entered Upper Carinthia, where they ftaid fix months, 
and St. Hyacinth gave the habit to feveral of the clergymen 
and others, founded a convent, and left Herman to govern it. 
The archbifhop of Saltzburg received them with all pofliblc 
refpeft, and the apoftolick men pafled through Stiria, Au- 
ftria, Moravia and Silefia, announcing every where the word 
of God. In Poland they were received by all ranks with 
extraordinary marks of joy and honour. At Cracow the firft 
fennons of St. Hyacinth were attended with incredible fuccefs, 
and in a fhort time the infamous publick vices which reigned 
in that capital were banifhed ; the fpirit of prayer and cha- 
rity, the holy and frequent ufe of the facraments, watching, 
and mortification were revived as they had been pradti fed in 
the piimitive ages. Reconciliations of pcrfnns at variance, 
'ind reflitutions for injuftices, which feemed to be defpaired of, 
were eHedred. The great ones, hy their convei lions,- fet the 
people an example of the molt edify im* docility. l!oivgre<at 
iuevt'i the power of the words of this apoillc and of the ex- 
•wple of hii> holy life wcrc 3 they would have been Jefs efliea- 
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cious, had they not been fupported by an extraordinary fpirit 
of prayer; and alfo by miracles, though the faint ftrove to 
conceal them under the veil of humility. He founded a nu- 
merous convent of his Order, called of the Holy Trinity, in 
Cracow ; another at Sendomir, and a third at Plocfko upon 
the Viftula in Moravia. The bull of the canonization of our 
faint mentions a miracle in that country, attefted by above 
four hundred witnefTes, and an ancient hiftory of it is kept in 
the treafury of the church of Cracow (i). St. Hyacinth came 
with three companions to the banks of the Viftula, going to 
t> reach at Wife ' ' * *' rt * _/•«•»- .1 - 




the boats durft venture over. The difciple of Chrift having 
made the fign of the crofs, walked upon the waters of that 
deep and rapid river as if it had been upon firm land, in the 
fight of a great multitude of people waiting for him on the 
oppofite bank towards the town. We may eafily imagine with 
what docility and refpedl he was heard by thofe, feveral of 
whom had been fpe£fcators of this prodigy. 

Having preached through the principal cities of Poland, he 
undertook to carry the Gofpel into the vaft and favage countries 
of the North. His zeal was too a&ive for him to allow 
himfelf any reft whilft he faw fouls perifhing eternally in the 
ignorance of the true God : and the length of the journeys over 
rocks, precipices and vaft deferts were not able to difcourage 
his heroick foul, which delighted in labours and dangers, and 
could think nothing difficult which was undertaken for fo 
great an end. He banilhed in many places fuperflition, vice 
and idolatry, and built convents of his inftitute in Pruflia, 
Pomerania and other countries lying near the Baltick, as at 
Camyn, upon the Oder, at Premiflau or Ferzemyfla, Culm, 
Elbin, Konifberg, in the iflc of Rugen, and the peninfula 
of Gedan, In this laft place, then a wildernefs. he foretold a 
great city would be built: and in the fame age, in 1295, 1 n- 
miflas, king of Poland, laid there the foundation of the 
famous city of Dautzick, capital of Regal Pruflia : and though 
the Lutheran herefy in the iixteenth a^e ddtroyed or profaned 
all the other churches, that founded by St. Hyacinth (rill re- 
mains in the hands of the Catholicks, is their parifli church, 
and is ferved by Dominican friars. The faint left Pruflia aiw 
Pomerania to preach in Denmark, Swcdelaud, Gotlna and 
Norway: in all which countries there flill remained many 
idolaters. Left the devil fliould Ihortly deilroy the fruits of Ms 
labours, he every where founded monallcries, and left difeiples 
to prelerve and extend them. Notwithflandin« his fatigues and 

hardfliipa amid it barbarous nations, in txccilive cold climate^ 
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fer from allowing himfelf any difpenfation in the perpetual ab- 
ftinence and other feverities of his rule, he continually added 
to them new aufterities. His fafts were almoft perpetual, and 
on all Fridays and vigils on bread and water : the bare ground 
was his bed, and fometimes in the open fields : neither hun- 
ger, thirft, wearinefs, rains, extreme cold, or dangers could 
ever abate his ardour to. gain a foul to Chrift. He abhorred 
even the fhadow of fin 5 was humble, charitable and com- 
paflionate, bearing the bowels of a father towards all : every 
man's diftrefs drew tears in abundance from his eyes ; and he 
comforted and encouraged all that groaned under the burden 
of any affliction. After the abovefaid miflions he went into 
Lcffer Ruflia, or Red Ruflia, where he made a long flay, and 
induced the prince and great multitudes of people to abjure? 
the Greek fchifm, and unite themfelves to the catholick church.. 
He there built the flourifhing convents of Leopol or Lemburg, 
and of Halitz upon the river Niefler. From thence he penetrated 
as far as the Black-Sea, and into the ifles of the Archipelago. 
Thence returning towards the North, he entered the great 
dukedom of Mufcovy, called alfo Great Ruflia or Black Ruflia, 
where he attacked an hundred- headed hydra of idolaters, Ma- 
hometans and Greek fchifmaticks. The few catholicks re- 
maining there had not fo much as one church to affemble in. 
He found the duke Voldimir inflexible in his errours ; however 
he obtained of him permiflion to preach to the catholicks. He 
no fooner began to announce the gofpel, confirming his doctrine 
by miracles, but Mahometans, Heathens and Schifmaticks 
flocked to hear him, and in great multitudes became docile to 
the truth. St. Hyacinth founded a great convent at Kiow, 
then the capital of both Ruflias. Seeing one day an aflembly 
of idolaters on their knees before a great tree in an ifland 
in the river Borifthenes, commonly called the Nieper, he 
walked over the water to them, and eafily prevailed with therrj* 
after the fight of fuch a miracle, to deftroy their idols, fell the 
great oak, and embrace the faith. All thefc converfions gave. 
1,0 fmall uneafinefs to the duke, who hereupon began by threats 
and by ouvcrt acts to pcrfecute the catholicks: by which he 
drew down the vengeance of heaven. For the Tartars, to 
formidable to all Europe in the thirteenth age, after a mod 
Woody and obflmate liege, took Kiow by nilliult, lacked it, 
aiul fetting it on fire, reduced it to a heap of afiics. St. Hya- 
fMith, in the mid ft of this defolation, whilft the ftrccts ran 
!, J "reams of blood, and many parts of the city were on fire, 
Carrying j 10 )y ciborium in one hand, and an image of our 
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Lady in the other, pafled through the flames and over the 

river Nieper (2). 

The faint returned to Cracow, upon this accident, in 

1231, being then fifty- fix years old ; and enjoyed fome 
repofe in his houfe of the Holy Trinity the two following 
years, iti.l continuing to preach and inftru<St both in the city 
and the country. After two years he made the painful vifita- 
tion of his convent?, and communities among the Danes, 
Swedes, Prufliaas, ' Mufcovite?, and other nations ; and pene- 
trated among the Tartars. To' preach in Cumahia, a country 
inhabited l-y the Jazyge$, on the Danube, had been the ob- 
ject of the z-talous delires of St Dominick, this being regarded 
as the moft barbarous and obflinatc of all infidel nations. 



Some Dominican 1 preachers had entered this province in the 
year 1228. St; Hyacinth came into their ungrateful vineyard, 
and in confequence of his preaching in a lLort time feveral 
thoufands of the'fe barbarians received the facrament of baptifm, 
and among them a prince of the Tartars, who went with 
feveral lords of his nation to the firft general council of La- 
teran in 1245. We read in the life of St. Lewis, that when 
he landed in Cyprus in 1:2485 he met an embafly fent him from 
a powerful Chriflian prince of thefe Tartars. Though Great 
Tartary be a vaft wild tracl of land, St. Hyacinth travelled 
quite through it, announcing Chrifl: every where, penetrating 
into Thibet, near the Eaft-Indies, and into Catay, which is 
the moft northern province of China. The mimonaries who 
in the lad age vifited thefe parts, found in them many 
remains of Chriflian ity once planted there* St. Hyacinth re- 
turning into Poland, entered again Red-RufJIa, and there 
converted many from the fchifcn, particularly prince Caloman 
and his wife Salome, who both embraced a ftatc of conti- 
nency and perfection. Alfo the inhabitants of Podolia, Vol- 
liinia, and Lithuania were exceedingly animated by his zeal- 
ous fermons to the practice of penance, and to a change of 
manners. The great convent he founded at Vilna, the capital of 
Lithuania, is the mother-houfe of a large province of this 
religious Order. After having travelled above four thouf.iiul 
leagues, lie arrived at Cracow in the year 1257, which \v.^ 
the fcvcnty-fccnnd and 1 ait of his life. Eoleilas V. furnamccl 
the Chaft, and his pious wife Cuncgunda, were direclcil 
.bv hie advice to fquare their lives by the maxims 01 
Chriitian perfection. Primiflava, a noble lady, having fc'itf 
her fon to invite the faint to come and preach to her vaflals* 
flic young nobleman was drowned on his return in crofting 11 

(2) Sec Holland. T. 3. Aug, p. *i8. 
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areat river. The afflicted mother caufed the corpfe to be laid 
at the feet of the fervant of God, who, after a fervent prayer, 
took him by the hand, and reftored him to her alive and found. 
This is the laft miracle recorded in his life. In his laft fick- 
nefs he was forewarned by God on the 14th of Auguft, that 
he {hould leave this world on the next day, the feaft of the 
ArTumption of our Lady, his great patronefs. He made a 
pathetick exhortation to his religious brethren, recommending 
to them efpecially meeknefs and humility of heart, and to 
have great care always to preferve mutual love and charity, 
and to efteem poverty as men that have renounced all things 
of the earth. " For this," faid he, " is the teftament or au- 
" thentick inftrument by which we claim eternal life." The 
next morning he aflifted at mattins and mafs : after which he 
received the Viaticum and extreme-unction at the fteps of the 
altar; and expired a few hours after in fervent prayer on the 
feaft of the Afliimption of the Bleffed Virgin, being feventy- 
four years old. His glory was manifefled by a revelation to 
Pandrotta, the bifhop of Cracow, and attefted by innumerable 
miracles, with the hiftory of which the Bollandifls have filled 
thirty-five pages in folio. He was canonized by Clement VIII. 
in 1594. His relicks are preferved in a rich chapel built ia 
his honour at Cracow. Anne of Auftria queen of France, 
mother of Lewis XIV. obtained of Ladiflas king of Poland a 
portion of them, which fhe depofited in the great church of the 
Dominicans in Paris. 

AH Chriftians are not called to the apoftolick functions of 
the miniftry ; but every one is bound to preach to his neighs 
hour by the modefty of his deportment ; by a fincere fpirit of 
meeknefs, humility, patience, charity and religion ; by an ex- 
act fidelity in all duties ; by fervour and zeal in the divine fer- 
vice; by temperance and the mortification of all paffions and 
ill humours. Thcfe, if not fupprefTed, eafily fcandalize and 
injure thofe who are witneiles of them. Nothing is more con- 
tagious than fclf-love. He that is nice, fretful, hard to pleafe, 
full of himfclf, or a flave to fenluality, eafily communicates his 
malady even to thofe who fee and condemn it in him. But no 
fermon is ufually more powerful than the edifying example of 
a man of prayer, and of a mortified Chriftian fpirit. This 
tjuali heat ion every one owes to God and his neighbour : zeal 
for the divine honour, and charity for our neighbour, lay us 
under thi* obligation. ' 
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St. Roch, C. We find this eminent fervant of God honoured, 
efpec#illy in France and Italy, amongft the moll illuftrious faints in 
the fourteenth century, foon after his death : neverthelefs, fays 
F. Ber.hier, we have no authentick biilory of his life. All that we 
can am. n concerning him is, that he was born of a noble family 
at Mompellier, and making a pilgrimage of devotion to Rome, he 
devoted himfelf in lt?ly to ferve the fick during a raging pefti- 
lence. MaUurus fays this happened at Placentia. Falling himfelf 
fick, and unable ro amfi: others, and ihunned and abandoned by 
the whole world, he made a fliift to crawl rather than walk into 
a neighbouring foreft, where a dog u'ed to lick his fores. He 
bore Tncredible pains with patience, and holy joy, and God was 
plcafed to reftore him to his health. He returned into France, and 
in the praaice of auftere penance and the mod fervent piety and 
charity, he wore out his laft years at Montpelher, where he died, 
as it is commonly faid, in 1327. Some poftpone his death to the 
decline of that century, and think he went into Italy only in 1348, 
when hiftorians mention that a pefliience made dreadful havoclc in 
that country. Many cities have been fpeedily delivered from the 
plague by imploring his intercemon, in particular that of Conftance 
during the general council held there in 1414. His body was trans- 
lated from Mompellier to Venice in 14*5, where it is kept with 
great honour in a beautiful church : but c rtam portions of his re^ 
licks are mew n at Rome. Aries and other places.— See Pinius the 
Bollandift T. 3. Augufti p. 380. F. Berthier, the laft continuator 
of F. Longueval's Hift. de l'Eglife de Fiance T. 13. I. 37- ad an. 
1327. and the life of St. Roch by Maldurus, tranflated into French 

t>y P'Andilly. 
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AUGUST 17. 

St. MAMAS, M. 

' From the panegyricks compofed in his honour by St. Bqftl bo?n. 26, 
and St. Gregory Nazianzen Or. 43. JSfo ufc is mad* of the ms~ 
dcrn Greek afis of his ?nartyrdo?ru 

About the year 275. 

ST. MAMAS is ranked by the Greeks among the Great 
martyrs. His martyrdom is placed under Aurelian. That 
prince was a Scythian, a native of Dacia or Mcefia, and upon 
the death of Claudius IK in 270, was chofen empcrour by the 

army at Sirmium, and' his election was confirmed by the un- 
willing fenate. Could the majefty of the Roman name be 
reduced to a meaner flavery than that of obeying any flave or 
barbarian whom the fortune of war had advanced in the army, 
and on whom it pleafed the foldiery to beftow the empire? 
; Aurelian was a good, foldier, bold, enterprizing and fevere in 
; military difcipline. Being raifed to the imperial throne, he 
! difcovered his inclination to cruelty by putting to death many . 
fenators upon the fligh.eft pretences, and was infolcnt, haughty 
1 and proud, excefiively fond of magnificence, pomp, jewels 
and gold. Aurelius Vidtor fays he was the flrft among the 
Roman cmperours that wore a diadem. He was author of 
the ninth perfecution raifed againft the Chriftians. To this' 
he was excited in an expedition he made in Ana. Zcnobia. 
queen of the Eaft, by the conccflion of G allien, was miftrcfc 
of large dominions, the reward of her and her late hufband 
Odcnatus's valour in bravely repulfmg the Perfians. Aurcliaa 
determined to dived her of her kingdom ; but fhe defended 
herfelf by the counfels of Longinus, the mod judicious critick 
and rhetorician, who had been her preceptor and counfellor. 
Aurelian defeated her armies, deftroyed Palmyra in Syria, the 
capital city of her kingdom in 273, took her and Longinus 
prifoners, bafely put the latter to death, and led her in triumph. 

He indeed /pared her life, and gave her very great eftates in Italy, 

and 

1 
1 
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and jfhe lived at Rome in great dignity many years till her 
death. Zenobia had favoured the Chriftians in the Eaft, and 
though none of them had taken up arms againft Aurelian, 
being returned to Rome from this war, he publiftied moft 
bloody edicls againft them in 257, but was himfelf cut off by \ 
a confpiracy in Thrace, as he was marching at the head of | 
his army againft the Perfians, in April the fame year. Lac- ! 
tantiut; fays (1), that by his persecution he drew down the di- | 
vine difpleafurc on himfelf: and he lived not long enough to ; 
execute what he had deftgned, ending his days in the beginning \ 
of his rage. Neverthelefs St. Auftin (2) and others mention j 
his bloody perfecution, and the calendars teftify that many fuf- i 
fered in it (3). Among thefe none is more famous than St. j 
Mamas. St. Bafil and St. Gregory Nazianzen inform us that ; 
he was a poor fhepherd's boy at Casfarea in Cappadocia, who . 
feeking from his infancy the kingdom of God with his whole j 
heart, diftinguifhed himfelf by his extraordinary fervour in the - 
divine fervice. Being apprehended by the perfecutors about ( 
the year 274 or 275, he fuffered the moft cruel torments with : 
a holy joy, and attained in his youth a glorious crown of mar- , 
tyrdom. Sozomen (4) and St. Gregory Nazianzen (5) tell us, 
that Julian the Apoftate and his brother Gallus, being educated 
at Csefarea, diverted themfelves, when children, in building . 
churches to the martyrs, particularly one to St Mamas ; but 
that while Gallus's part advanced, that of Julian fell down . 

again every day. ^ ; 

Every Chriftian ought to rejoice exceedingly, that, how , 
mean foever his condition may be as to the- world, an eternal ; 
kingdom, compared to which all the fcepters of the earth are [ 
mere fhadows and duft, is offered him by God, and that it is j 
in his power, through the divine grace, to obtain it. For - 
heaven is juftly called in the holy fenptures a kingdom, and all ; 
its glorious inhabitants are truly great kings, God commum- Jj 
eating to every one of them a full partnerfhip of that honour, 
in an entire pofTcflion of overflowing joy and unfpcakable 
pleafure, of all riches, honour, power, and liberty of doing 
and commandiiuy according to their own will, which is in all 
things fubjeut, and conformable to the divine. Our faith mult 
be exceeding weak if we do not, with the faints, offer violence, 
and (train every finew to make fure our election ; if we do 
not find our joy in all fuflermgs and difgraces here, by which 



(1) D? Mort. Berce. c. 6. (2) t> itf. dc Civ. c. . 

{3) St-c licrti Di/f. Chronol. T. 2. p. *<>/. (4) ihih 1 S- c " " 

t > ) 3- in Julian. 
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we may purchafe an eternal weight of glory ; and if we do 
not fcorn from our hearts this little point of the earth, with 
all its empty and falfe enjoyments and promifes, making no 
other tile of its goods than as fteps to conduct us to God's im- 
nienfe and immortal kingdom, framed by his almighty hand 
to difplay his infinite power, munificence, love and goodnefs 
in favour of his faithful chofen fervants to all eternity. 

On the fame DAY 

SS. Libera t us, Abbot, and fix Monks, Martyrs. Huncrick, 
the Arian Vandal king in Africa, in the feventh year of his reign, 
published frefh edicts againft the Catholicks, and ordered their mo- 
nafteries to be every where demolifiied. Seven monks who Iived~iii 
a monastery near (Japfa, in the province of By zacena, were at that 
time fumnioned to Carthage. Their names were Liberatus, the 
abbot, Boniface deacon, Servus and Ruilicus fubdeacons, . Roga- 
tus, Septimus and Maximus monks. They were firft tempted 
with great promifes ; but anfwered : " One faith, one E^ord, and 
" one baptiim As to our bodies, do with them what you pleafe, and 
" keep to yourfelves thofe riches which you promife us, and which 
" will fiiortly perifh." As they remained conftant in the belief of 
the Trinity, and of one baptlfm, they were loaded with irons, and 
thrown into a dark dungeon. The faithful having bribed the 
guards, vifited them day and night, to be instructed by them, and 
mutually to encourage one another to fuffer for the faith of ChrifL 
The king being informed of this, commanded them to be more 
clofely confined, loaded with heavier irons, and tortured with in- 
ventions of cruelty which had never been heard of till that time. 
Soon after he condemned them to be put into an old fhip, and 
burnt at fea. The martyrs walked chearfully to the fhorc, con- 
temning the infults of the Arians as they pa/led along. Particular 
endeavours were ufed by the perfecutors to gain Maximus, who was 
very young. But God who makes the tongues of children eloquent 
to praife his name, gave him ftrength to withstand all their efforts, 
and he boldly told them, that they mould never be able to fepa- 
rate him from his holy abbot and brethren, with whom he had 
borne the labours of a penitential life for the fake of everlailing 
glory. An old veflel was filled with dry flicks, and the feven mar- 
tyrs were put on board, and bound on the wood : ami lire was 
jut to it feveral times, but it went out immediately, and all endea- 
vour.'? to kindle it were in vain. The tyrant in rage and confufion 
};<ivc orders that the martyrs brains fhould be dafhed out with oars ; 
which was done, and their bodies were call into the fea, which 
contrary to what was ufual on that coaft, threw them all On the 
ftore. The Catholicks interred them honourably with folcmn 
Jf^ing, in the mouailery of ttigua, near the church of St. Ce- 
tannus. They fullered in the year 4S3.— • Sec their auihentick a»5W, 
publillicd by Ruinart, at the end of his edition of Victor VkenhYs 
tMojy of the Vandalick i'erfecution. 
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St. HELEN, Emprefs. 

From Eufebius's life of Conftantine? Baromus and AlforcTs An- 
naky Jacutius, O, S. Ben. Syntagm. dc HiJL Conji anting M 
Roma: 1755. 

A. D. 328. 

WE are allured by the unanimous tradition of our Englifh j 
hiitorians, that this holy emprefs was a native of our 
iflund (a). William of Malmefbury, the principal hiflorian of 
the ancient ftate of our country after Bede and before him. 



(1 ) L. 1 . de Reg. Ang. 



the 



(a) Several modem French 
hiftorians pretend fhe was an 
innholder, (Stabularia) in Bi- 
thynia, when Conftantius mar- 
ried her. Their miflake is found- 
ed on Procopius and Julius Fir- 
micus. This latter, who is an 
unknown Chriftian writer, who 
lived foon after the death of Con- 
ftantius, in his book, On the Er- 
rour of prof arte Religions , fays Con- 

•flantinc was born, and received 
bis flrft education under his mo- 
ther at Tarfus, fome others fay 
at Naiflus, near the Dardanelles. 
But this, as Camden (hews, is 
fpoken of Conftantius. Proco- 
pius (1. 5. De tfdific. Jujliniani) 

affirms thatConftantine beautified 
and fortified Djcpaaum in Bi- 
thynia, and gave it the name of 
I'lelcnopolis, becaufe his mother 
was born there. But that this 
circumflancc is a miftake is clear 
from the afls of St. Lucian, by 
which we are informed, that St. 



Helen had a particular regard ] 
for that city, and adorned it for 
the fake of that martyr. Thii 
then was the reafon why it was 
called by her name. Sozomen 
informs us, that Conftantine, to 
honour her, gave the name of 
Helenopolis alfo to a city in Pa- 
lestine. Zofimus and Julian the 
Apollaie call her Conltantius's 
concubine ; but mean a wife of 
inferiour rank to the daughter of 
Maximian : for it is certain (he 
wa9 married to him. The Jews 
and Pagans called her, out of 
contempt, Stabularia y as appears 
from St. Ambrofe. Baronius 
thinks flic was i'o called, becaufe 
Conftantius lodged at the houfe 
of her father in Britain. Cam- 
den imagines the only reafon to 
have been, becaufe fhe founded 
a church where the liable Hood 
in which Chrift was born ; which 
the enemies of the Chriftian name 

turned into ridicule. St. Am- 

hjole 
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he Saxon author of the life of St. Helen in 970, quoted by 
(her, exprefsly fay that Conftantine was a Briton by birth. But 
2 n authority which is certainly decifive, is that of the anonymous 
Jegant and learned panegyrift, who haranguing Maximian and 
Conftantine upon the marriage of the latter to Faufta, faid to 
Conftantine : <c He (Conftantius) had freed the provinces of 
« Britain from flavery : you ennobled them by your origin (b) 
'Leland, the moll diligent fearcher of our antiquities, fays (2), 
Helen was the only daughter of king Coilus, who lived in 
conftant amity with the Romans, and held of them his fove- 
Ireignty. The Glaftenbury hiftorian fays the fame. Henry of 
[Huntington tells us, that this was the king Coel who fir ft built 
?walls round the city of Colchefter, and beautified it fo much, 
f that it derives from him its name. That town has for fevcral 
ages boafted that it gave birth to this great emprefs : and the 
inhabitants, to teftify their veneration for her memory, take 
for the arms of the town, in remembrance of the crofs which 
fhe difcovered, a knotty crofs between four crowns, as Cam- 
Men takes notice. Though Mr. Drake will have it that (he 
5 was rather born at York, as the Englifh oratours in the councils 

of 

(2) L. de Script. Britan. p. 24. 



ferofe writes thus of her (Or. deobitu 
Ihtodoi.) " They fay fhe was firft 
" a Stabulari/j, or one who en- 
" tertained Grangers, and fo be- 
" came known to Conftantius, 
" who afterward arrived at the 
11 empire. A good Stabularia, 
" who fought fo diligently the 
" crib of the Lord ; who chofe 
" to be reputed as dung, that 
" me might gain ChriuV' 

(b) Nobiles iilic or i en do fecifti. 

Incerti Pancg. 5. c. 4. p. 208. 
This pafiage cannot be under- 
flood with L,ivineius and Lipfms, 
of his being firll created CVfar, 
but of his birth in Britain, as l 3 ig- 
narol obferves with the general 
opinion of commentators on the 
ancient panegyrics : and as the 
learned Mr. Drake demon It rates 
from other paflages and allufions 

(Antiquities ofYo'k, p. .-J 6.) Rll- 

niciiius, the favourite oratour of 
t-onlhntius and Conltantinc, 



fpeaks of his aflumption to the 
imperial dignity, when in his 
panegyrick to Conftantine he 
lays, (I. 9. p. 330) ; " O fortu. 
" nate Britain, now more happy 
*' than all other countries of the 
" earth, in having fir ft beheld 
" Conftantine Crefar I Juftly 
41 hath nature enriched thee with 
** all the bleflings of the heaven- 
41 ly climate and of the foil : in 
4 « which neither are the heats of 
'* fummer, nor the cold of win- 
41 tcr painful to bear ; in which 
*• fo abundant is the produce of 
• * corn, that it fuflice:; for all the 
41 ufes both of food and drink; 
44 the fore lis are free from fu- 
4C rious wild beads, and the earth 
<i from poifonous (erpents : the 
" ground, on the contrary, 1% 
** filled with a numberlcfs mul- 
titude of tame cattle abound - 
" inn in milk, and fhecp loaded 
<< with rich fleeces, (9V. 
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of Conftance and Bafil affirmed ; to which opinion he thinks 
the anonymous panegyrift of Conftantine evidently favourable, 
Conftantius, at that time only a private officer in the army, had 
the happinefs to make her his firft wife, and had by her Con- 
ftantine his eldeft fon, who, as all agree, had his firft educa- 
tion under her watchful eye. To underftand the fequel of this 
hiftory, it is neceffary to take a view of the ftate of the empire 
at that time. The two brothers Car in us in the Weft, and Nu- 
merianus in the Eaft, the funs, collegues and fucceflburs of 
Carus, being become deteftable to all their fubje&s by their in- 
famous vices, the fupreme dignity was devolved upon Diodes, 
commonly called Dioclefian, on the feventeenth of September, 
284, whence the epoch of his reign, or of the martyrs, as it is 
called, and which continued long in ufe, was dated. He was 
a Dalmatian of very low birth, had been made free by the 
fenator Anullinus, and was at the head of an army in the Eaft, 
when Numerianus was (lain by a confpiracy. To oppofe Ca- 
rinus in the Welt, he declared Maximian (who took the fur- 
name of Herculeus) Csefar, on the twentieth of November, in 
the fame year, 28 4* and after the death of Carinus, who was 
cut off by his own men in Upper Myfia, near the Danube, he 
faluted him emperour, and his colleguc on the firft of April, 
286. Maximian was a native of Sirrnium, of the mean eft pa- 
rentage, favage in his manners, countenance and temper, but 
a bold and experienced officer* He brutally indulged all his 
paffions, was faithlefs, and fo great a debauchee, that he fre- 
quently offered violence to ladies of the firft quality, and fo co- 
vetous, that he put many fenators to death to feize their eftates, 
and plundered all the Weft which he governed. Dioclefian 
was a foldicr, and a politician, but oppreffed the provinces with 
moft exorbitant taxes, maintained four times more fold iers than 
any of his prcdeceflors had done before him, and was paflion- 
ately fond of building ; and when he had finifhed a palace at 
an ex pence which ruined a whole province, he would find fome 
fault with it, and pull it down to raife it after a different man- 
ner : nor was the.iecond building fecurcd from a new caprice, 
upon which it was fometimes again levelled with the ground,. 
So madly expenfivc was he, that he took it into his head to, 
make Nicomedia, where he ufually refided, equal to Rome, 
and made it defolatc of inhabitants to fill it with magnificent 
palaces, hippodromes, arfenab, and what not. He was no left 
foolifhly vain in his drefs, equipage and furniture. Yet he was 
fo infatiably covetous, that he would always keep his exchequer 

full from the fpoils of families and all the provinces ( j). ' n J 

thiij 

(3) Lactam, do Mort. Perfec. c. 7, 8. 
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this the two emperours were not unlike, and they reigned to- 
gether twenty years. The better to fecure themfelves, and 
carry on their wars, they affociated to themfelves, in 293, two. 
other emperours of an inferiour rank, under the name or* Cae- 
fars. Dioclefian chofe Galerius Maximian, furnamed 'Armen- 
tarius, a native of Dacia, one of the moft furious and profligate 
of men; him he compelled to divorce his wife, and marry his 
daughter Valeria. Maximian Herculeus pitched upon Conftan- 
tins Chlorus, a prince never charged with any vice, a good 
foldier, and nobly born, being defcended from the emperour 
Claudius II. and from Vefpafian, from whom his family bore 
the pi agnomen Flavius. Herculeus refer ved to himfelf the rich 
provinces of Italy, Spain and Africa : Conftantius had the 
countries on this fide the Alps, namely Gaul and Britain ; Ga- 
lerius had Illyricum and the places adjacent to the Euxine fea, 
and Dioclefian the Eaft. Conftantius, by the articles of this 
affoeiation, was obliged to divorce Helen, and to marry The- 
odora, the daughter-in-law of Maximian. The Chriftians en- 
joyed a kind of peace, except that in the Weft fome martyrs 
fuffered, chiefly in the army, or by the natural cruelty of Max- 
imian, who delighted in blood : but in the beginning of the 
year 302, Galerius at Nicomedia prevailed upon Diocleflan to 
form a project utterly to extirpate the Chriftian name (b). 

Conftantine, from his firft accefiion to the throne, by his 
edicts forbad the Chriftians to be molefted on account of their 
religion. Fluctuating what deity to invoke before his battle 

with 



(i) The bloody edicts were fent 
from the Eail to Maximian, and 
Conllantius in the Well. The 
former willingly obeyed them : 
but Conllantius put no man to 
death himfelf on that account, 
though fome fufFered in Britain 
by the obfequioufnefs of gover- 
iiouri, till he put a check to their 
fury. He indeed fufFered the 
churches to be pulled down. He 
haj many Chriilians among his 
oiiieerh, and in his houlhuld. 
Having received the edicts of 
lJiuden.in, he told them, that he 
fruv them their choice either to 
[acrilice, or to lofe their polls and 
w» favour, Many pieferrcd their 



temporal intcrcfl to religious, and 
offered facrifice. Thefe apollates 

Conllantius from that moment dc* 
fpifed, and difchavged from his 
fervice, faying, that p jrfons Co felfr 
interfiled and treacherous to their 
God would never be faithful to 
him. On the contrary, thofc who 
continued Head fall in their faith, 
he kept near his perfon, declaring 
them worthy to be cn trull ed with, 

the care of his perlon and empire 
(Kuf. Vit. Couilant. 1. 1. c 16.) 

Dioclefian complained to him by 
his ambalfadoui s, thai, lie neglect- 
ed to amafs a public!; ti cairn e to 
lervc i»i lime ot need. Conltan- 
tiu^ promifed the ambafladours, 

if 
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with Maxentius, he was at length infpired to addrefs hirnfelf to 
the true God, and encouraged by miraculous vifions. From 
that time he publifhed frequent edicts in favour of the Chriftian 

faith, 



if they allowed him a little time, 
to fhew them a great treafure. 
He immediately made known 

his prefent neceflky to his friends 
and the people, and defired to 
borrow what they could lend him 
for a few days. Immediately his 
apartments began to be filled with 
gold, filver and jewels to an im- 

xuenfe value. He then intro- 
duced the ambaiTadours, and 

feeing them aftonifhed at what 
they law, told them, that they 
might bear him witnefs that the 
love and riches of the people are 
a prince's bell treafure. He was 
remarkably indulgent to the poor 

Chriftians. He had by Theodora 
two fons, Conftantius Dalmatius, 
and Annibalius, and two daugh- 
ters, Conltantia and Eutropia. 
Conilantine, his eldeft fon, he 
was obliged to fend to the court 
of Diocletian, where he was kept 
as a hoftage for his father's fide- 
lity. Thus was that prince, like 
another Mofes, brought up a- 
xnidft the enemies of truth, whom 
he was one day to extirpate. Di- 
ocletian was tick all the year 304, 
and fpent the fummer at Raven- 
na ; then went to Nicoinedia be- 
fore winter, where Galerius came 
to him, making propofals, that 
he and his colleguc fhould rctigu 
the purple, which he claimed as 
his due, complaining that he had 
full ained the weight of the wars 
again 11 the Peifians, and on the 
banks of" the Danube eighteen 
yeais. Dtocleii n with many 
tears pre tied to retain the purple, 
though he readily conlenred to 
give hiiu the title of Au^ullu... 



But Galerius infilled upon his ab- 
dication, and that he fhould ap- 
point two new Caefars, Severus 
and Daia, or Daza. This latter 
was Galerius's nephew, his fitter's 
fon, little better than a barba- 
rian, to whom his uncle had 
given the name of Maximian, 
though he is oftener called Max- 
imin. Severus was a dancer and 
a drunkard, who turned day in- 
to night. Thus Maxentius, the 
fon of Maximian Herculeus, and 
Conftantine were excluded. This 
latter was a prince of untainted 
morals, and well formed in mind 
and body ; he had a genius for 
war, and was much beloved by 
the foldicrs, and defired for em- 
perour by the people. Diocle- 
tian pleaded that he fhould be 
pitched upon, but Galerius dread- 
ed his reputation and virtue, and 
feared to have fuch a collegue. 
Diocletian faid of the new Qe- 
fars, tighing : tc Thcfe are not 
tc fit perfons to fupport the ftate." 
But being compelled to acquiefee, 
on the full of May, in 305, ,on 
an eminence three miles from 
Nicomcdia, in the prefence of 
his officers, foldiers, and a crowd 
of people, he put ofF the purple, 
and faid weeping, that he was 
infirm, and required reft. He 
then declared Galen us and Con- 
ftantius emperours, and So verm 
and Maximum (Jrciars. The for- 
mer war, lent into the Well to 
Maximian Herculeus, who had 
agreed to make the like iv luna- 
tion. Diocletian then retiicd to 
JJioclea in Dalmatia, hi-, own 
country. ConlUmtiu^ had h) thv 

partition. 




Aus;. iS; 



St. HELEN, Emprefs; 



527 



iv in 



outward 



faith, built ftately churches, munificently adorned altars, and 
delighted much in the conversation of bifliops, whom he often 
admitted to his table, notwithstanding the mcannefs of their 
Vol. III. 

partition, Gaul, Britain, Spain, 
Italy and Africa; but Galerius 
withheld the two latter, and ex- 
pecting he would die foon, had 
jn his eye Licinius, an officer 
wi:n whom he had contracted an 
intimacy from his firfr. coming to 
the army : and him he intended 
to aflbciate to the empire. Con- 
jiandne he kept with him under 
a Uriel eye; and not daring to cut 
him off yet, for fear of a civil 
war, he expofed him to combats 
with wild bealts, and to other 
dangerous enterprifes. The young 
prince, after many refufals, at 
length extorted his leave for fet- 
ting oivt the next day to go to fee 
his father in Britain, who had fo 
often written to Galerius on that 
iubject, that he could no longer 
refill without a rupture. Gale- 
rius intended Hill to rtop his jour- 
ney the next day, or to have him 
intercepted by Severus in Italy ; 
and was enraged to hear that he 
was gone the night before, and 
had uken up the horfes at all the 
Ihijcb, that he might not be pur- 
hied. Conlhintine made incre- 
tlihlo halle, and found his father 
tying on his death-bed at York. 
t'f»n(l;tntius recommended him to 
Ins fold] ers, and appointed him 
nis iucceilbur in the empire, and 
'oon after died, on the twenty- 
Mlh of July, in 306, having 
H'iimed thirteen years as Cajfar, 
and near fifteen months as cmpc- 
roi, r. Kufchius tells us, that be- 
his death he profefled the 
l, -licf 0 f one only God. Con- 
'■iiiiitie was faiu ted emperour by 
"J** army ; nor duril Galerius 
"Jinfelf reiufe to receive his image 



when it was fent to him, crowned 
with laurel, according to cull em : 
but onl 1 -' acknowledged him Car- 
far. The fame year Maxentius, 
the fon of the late emperour 
Maximian J-Icrculeus, a {fumed 
the title of Caefnr in Italy, and 
foon after, that of emperour. His 

father Herculcus alio refumed the 
purple which he had quitted only 
by compulsion ; Severus was dif- 
comfited by him, abandoned by 
his own men, and having furren- 

dered himfelf to Herculeus at 
Ravenna, v/as put to death by 
the opening of his veins. Here- 
upon Galerius declared Licinius 
his collegue and emperour, and 
marching into Italy intended to 
cut off Maxentius ; but was 
obliged to return, feeing his own 
troops inclined to for fake him. 
Herculeus acknowledged Con- 
ftantinc emperour, but obliged 
him to divorce his full wife fvli- 
nervina, and to many his daugh- 
ter Faulla, who proved a lire- 
brand in his family, 

Maxi minus Cajfar perfecutctl 
the ChriltiaiiG in the EalL with no 
left fury than Galerius, was ex- 
tremely addicted to fupcrilition 
and art niarick, and bein«r ve;:ed 
to fee Licinius preferred to the 
title of Aii'Hi(lu:> before him, nf- 
fumed it himfelf, and Galcrimj 
was obliged to ratify what he 
had clone. Jn the Well Maxi- 
mian Jlerculeus 

hale jealoufy rigainll hi 1 , own Ion, 
iought to depofe him, but did 
nor (uccecd : then coming inu> 
Gaul, he endeavoured lever nl 
ways to fiirprife Coullantinc hi* 
fun-in -law, but being forlaken 

by 
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outward appearance. Baronius fays, that the fame year in 
which he vanquifhed Maxentius, he gave to the bifhop of Rome 
the imperial Lateran palace. In the following year 313, pope 
Melchiades held in it a fynod, in the apartment of .baufta, the 

wife 



by his own foldiers in Belgium, 
fled to Aries, whither Conftan- 
tine purfued him, and having 
taken him pmoncr. fparcd his 
life. But he made new attempts 
upon the life of Conftantine, and 
Habbed an eunuch, thinking to 
kill him. Whereupon Contain - 
tine caufed him to be fcrangled 
in 308. The perfecutor Gale- 
rius, confumed by worms and 
putrefaction, acknowledged the 
hand of God, and publifhed an 
edict at Sardis in favour of the 
Chriftians, in 31 1 : and died mi- 
ferably in exquifite torment. 
Then were the prifons opened, 
and the confeffors releafed, and 
among others Donatus, to whom 
La&antius dedicated his book,0« 

the death of the Perfecutor:. Max- 

iminus carried on the perfecution 
in Syria and Egypt, where he 
commanded ; and after the death 
of Galerius, over all Afia. J w i- 
cinius obtained for his mare only 
Illyricum, Greece and Thrace, 
and forbore all perfecution, as 
did alio Maxentius in Italy, 
though in other refpefls no lefs 
impious, tyrannical and de- 
bauched in his manners than 
Maxim in Daia. He declared 
war a gain ft Conllantine, under 
pretence of revenging the. death 
of his father. Conftantine 
marched againlt him, and en- 
camped over againlt the bridge 
Miivius, now called Ponie Mole, 
two miles from Rome. His ar- 
my was inferiour in number ; 
but Conftantine eamcltly im- 



plored the protection of the one 
fupreme God. After his prayer, 
a little after noon, as he was tra- 
verfing the country with part of 
his forces, he faw in the fky a cjoJs 
of light, with this iufcription: 
" In this fhalt thou conquer" 
The night following he was fa- 
voured with a vifion, in which 
Chrift ordered him to make a rc- 
prefentation of that crofs which 
he had feen, and ufe it for an 
enfign in battle. The emperour 
did fo ; and this was the famous 
banner called the Labarum. Max- 
entius was defeated, and by the 
breaking of a bridge of boats 
which he had caufed to be thrown 
over the Tiber, was drowned in 
his flight. The fenate caufed a 
triumphal arch to be built in 
honour of Conftantine, which is 
ftill to be feen at Rome. A fta- 
tue was a'Ifo e reeled to him in 
one of the publick places of the 
city, where he appeared holding 
a long crofs in his hand inflcad 
of alaunce; and he cauled this 
infeription to be made onthepo- 
deital : " By this falutary figu, 
44 the true mark of courage, I 
" have delivered your city from 
" the yoke of tyranny, and us 
*' ftored the fenate and people of 
" Rome to their ancient glory 
(Kuf. in Vit. Conilant). " Con- 
ftantine went to Milan the Janu- 
ary following, in 313, and was 
there met by Licinius, to whom 
lie gave his lifter Conthntia in 
marriage. Mnximin in the Hall. 

who had made an alliance with 

Max- 
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wife of Confrantine, and accordingly we find the pope 5 
111 pofleffion of it in the fourth century. We may judge 
of this emperour's liberality to .the bifliops for the u4e of th e 
church and poor, from his letter to Caecilian, bifliop of Car- 
thage, in which he lent him an order to receive from his chief 
treafurer of Africa three thoufand purfes (c)> which amounted 
to above twenty thoufand pounds ilerling : adding, that if he 
found any thfrig more wanting, lie mould without difficulty de- 
mand it of his treafurer, who had from him an order to give 
him without delay whatever fum he mould require. He distri- 
buted alms abundantly among the poor of all kinds, even a- 
mong the Pagans. Thofe who were fallen from a better con- 
dition he alii Red after a more generous manner, giving land to 
feme, and places to others: he was particularly careful of or- 
pbdiis and widows \ and gave portions to virgins. 

It appears from Eufebius, that St. Helen was not converted 
to the faith with her fon, till after his miraculous victory: but 
fo perfect was her converfion, that fhc embraced all the heroicfc 
practices of Chriftian perfection, efpeciaily the virtues of piety 
and almfdeeds, in which fhe doubtlefs was a great fpur to the 
cmperour. Her dutiful fon always honoured and refpected hery 
forgetting in her regard that he was emperour of the world, un- 
lets to employ his power in ferving her. He cau fed her to be 
proclaimed Augufta or emprefs in his armies, and through all 
the provinces of his empire; and medals to be ifruck in her ho- 
nour, in which fhe is called Flavia Julia Helena. She was ad- 
vanced in years before fhe knew Chrii? 5 but her fervour and 
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M.ixentins, was jealous of the 
f'tccefs of Conlhuuine, and in- 
vaded Thrace, • but was vair- 
ijuilhcd by Licinius near Byzan- 
tium. He (led into Alia, and 
be i n «r purfucd retired into the 
limits of mount Taurus, w here 
he d rank poifou : but furvived 
the do fo four days, and expired 
in exceflive pain, rage and dc- 
h Kl ] v , in 313. Thus died the 
moil cruel of all the perfection., 
hiciuiub extirpated his whole fa- 
Jll 'ly, and cau fed Valeria, the 
widow of GaJeiiu:-, and daugh- 
ttT °{ J^uclehan, to he behead- 
J-'a with her mother Oclavia, at 
1 '^'il.doinca, and their bodies 
10 tv thrown into the Leu. Dio- 



clefian had abdicated the empire 
in the /eventy-rn/t year of his 
age, rind from that time lan- 
guished rather than lived in con- 
tinual alarms and anguilh of 
mind during feven years : and 
hearino; that ConUantine hud 
thrown down Iris ltaiues at Rome, 
together with thofe oi JViaxiniJau 
and M axon tins, died in rage and 
defpair, in JDeciinber 312. 

(<•) A Roman i'ui/iu or purfc 
of monev, then curdilied of two 
hundred and ii fey iilver denarij.-- - 
See Du CJan^c Dijjiu, fir httt'ii- 
vris n'ui Numthnttt. 11. ijo, ik 
i'\ Sirmoud, /sot. in Jet . v;. -fo L. 
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yeal were fuch as to make her retrieve the time loft in igno- 
rance: and God prolonged her Hie yet many years to edity by 
her example the church which her fon laboured to exalt by his 
authority. Rufinus calls her faith and holy zeal Incomparable; 
and (he kindled the fame fire in the hearts of the Romans, as 
St. Gregory the Great allures us (6). Forgetting her dignity, 
' flic aflilted in the churches amidft the people in mod eft and 
plain attire; and to attend at the divine office was her orcateii* 
delight. Though miftrefs of the treafures of the empire, fhe only 
made ufc of them in liberalities and alms: me diUiibuteJ her 
charities with profufion wherever fhe came, and was the com- 
mon mother of the indigent and diftrefled. She built churches, 
and enriched them with precious veflels and ornaments. 

Licinius in the Eafi became jealous of Conflan tine's profpe- 
rity, and attacked him by various hoflilities. The ChriiKari 
empcrour defeated him in battle near Cibalis in Pannoni-i, in 
314, and generoufly granted him peace. His relllefs ambition 
could not he long dormant: he repeated new injuries, and out 
of averfion to Con flan tine, began to persecute the Chrnlians in 
316, whom he had till then protcdled ; and he put to death 
many bifhops, the Forty Martyrs, and others. He alio iinti- 
gated the Sarmatians to invade the Roman territories; and 
made himfelf odious by his covctoufnefs, licentioufnefs, and 
cruelty to his own fubje£ts. Conftantine, at length, finding all 
other means inefYe£tual, declared war ; and vafl: prepaiations were 
made on both iides. The armies of Licinius were more nu- 
merous, and he threatened, that if his gods gave him victory, 
as his foolhfaycrs and magicians pretended unanimoufly to forc- 
tcl him, he would exterminate their enemies. Confrantine pre- 
pared himfelf before the clays of each battle by prayer, fatting and 
retirement; and cauied the enfign called the imperial i,abarum, 
in which was the efiigics of the crofs,to be carried before hi:, army. 
In battle, victory every where followed this chief ilandarj lb 
viiibly, that Licinius making a fecond Hand near ChalceJon, 
ordered Ids foldiers to make no attacks on the iide where the 



gieat ftandard of the crofs was, nor to look 'owards it, conful::i 
that it was faial to him (7). He was iirn vanqui/hed near 
Adrianople, wheie he left almoft thirty (our ihoufand dead up- 
on the fpoc, in July, 324: and in a fecund battle near Ch.rlce- 
don, in which, out of one hundred :md thirty thouland men 
fcarce three thou fund cfcaped. Licinius fell i'it^ ihc hmos or 
the conquerour, who fparcil his life, and lent Mm to 1 iicllaio- 
nica, while, upon inloiviation that he was aiumptinj:, ir r.ufe 
new diiiui nances, he ordered him to he ilrangled the year fol- 
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Conftantinc being by this victory become matter of the Katt» 
concurred in afTembling the council of Nice in 325 ; and, in 3269 
wrote to Macarius biJiiop of Jerufalem, concerning the build- 
ing of a mott magnificent church upon mount Calvary. Sr. 
Helen, though then four/core years of age, took the charge on 
her/elf to fee this pious work executed, defiring at the fame time 
to dU'covcr the lacrcd crofs on which- our Redeemer died. She 
vifited the holy places with extraordinary fervour and devotion j 
adorned them tvith fumptuous buildings out of her fan's boun- 
ty, recalled many par fans that were bani/hed, releafed many 
from the prifons nnd mines, beftowed gifts on whole commu- 
nities anc * dittributed largeffes and alms wherever me paflcd. 
The churches me enriched with precious ornaments, veill-ls of 
sold and filver, and veils of various colours. Before fhe left 
Paleftine fhe afTembled together the holy virgins confecrated to 
God, crave them a great entertainment, held the ewer over the 
baton, and poured out water for them to warn their hands, 
bi ought the difhes to the table, and poured out, and prefented 
them wine to drink with her own hands. At Jaft, this pious 
prince fa returned to Rome, and perceiving her laft hour to ap- 
proach, gave her Ton excellent inftrucSfions how to govern his 
empire according to the holy Jaw of God. Then bidding him and 
her grandchildren a moving farewell, fhe expired in their pre- 
fence in the month of Augufr, 328, oraccording to fonie, in 326, 
which vear was the twentieth of her fon's rei<m, who on than 
occalion gave magnificent fcatls at Rome during three months. 
Confrantine ordered her to be interred with the utmo/f. pomp 
in a porphyry tomb, with a ftately maufobeum, part of which 
is now fliewn in a gallery near the Lareran baiiiick. He creat- 
ed a flatuc to her memory, together with his own, and a large 
crofs, in the middle of a great fquare in Confhmtinople. ii 
name occurs in the Roman martyrology. 

Notker, abbot of Hautvilliers, in the diocefs of Rhcims ' fl 
1095, Wl 'it an hiftory of the tranflarion of the relict oi St. He- 
len Ironi Rome to that abbey, which was performed with pomp 
i'i ^49. The author gives an numentick account of ievcral 
miracles wrought through the intei cc-h'ion of this faint. He lef- 
tifius that he had been eyewitnefs to many of them, and had 
learned the reft from the very pcifons on whom they had hern 
performed. Pait of this work, which is well writ, was pub- 
lilhed by the mcilieurs of St. Martha (H) 9 and by M.ihillnn 1 • . 
and almoft the whole is iuferted by the iJolIaiiditts (10), l-\ 
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their great work. The entire manufcript copy is prefervcJ at 
Hautvilliers, with an appendix wrote by the Tame author, con- 
taining an account of two other miracles performed by the re- 
licks of this faint. 

This hoiy Emprefs, and the great prince her fon, paid all 
poffible honour to bifhops and paftors of the church. He who 
truly loves and honours God and religion, has a great eftecm 
for whatever belongs to it; confequently refpects its miniJlcrs. 
The fir ft zealous Chrittian princes were thoroughly fenfible that 
it is impoflible to infpire the people with a juft value and awful 
reverence for religion itfelf, and its immediate obje£t, without 
a reafonable refpect for its facred minifters. Upon this prin- 
ciple were immunities granted to the church. Even Numa, 
and other Heathen legiflators, obferved this maxim, to imprefs 
upon mens minds religious fentiments, though towards a fjfe 
worfhip. Scandals in paftors, when notorious, are mod exe- 
crable facrileges : and circumfpeclion is neceflary that we be not 
jdrawn afide, or impofed upon by any, becaufe, like Alcimus, 
they are of the feed of Aaron : but a propenfity to cenfure rafh- 
ly, and detract from thofe perfons who are inverted with a fa- 
ired character, is inconfiftent with a religious mind, and leads 
to a revolt. True paftors indeed, in the fpirit of the apoftlcs, 
tar from ever refenting, or fo much as thinking of any flights 
that may be put upon their perfons, or defiring, much lefs feek- 
jnc; any kind of refpecl, rejoice and pleafe themfelves rather in 
contempt, which in their hearts they fincerely acknowledge to 
be only their due. Humility is the ornament and the enfign of 
the facred order which they hold in the church of Chrift. 

On the fame DAY 

St. Arapetus, M. He fuffcrcd in his youth a cruel marry idem 
at Pramefte, now called Palcftrina, twenty four miles horn Rome, 
under Aurelian, about the year 275. His name is famous in the 
fticramcntaries of St. Gclafius, and St. Gregory the Great, and in 
the ancient calendars of the church of Rome. 

St. Clare, of Monte halco, V. She was born at Monte balco, 
near Spolctto, in Italy, about the year 1 7.75. She was from her child- 
hood an admirable model of devotion and penance. Having em- 
braced the rule of St. Aullin, ihe was chofen abbufs yet very youii". 
in which charge her charity, her example, and her words mirn^l 
all who had the happinefs to enjoy her convocation, with an ardent 
defire of the moll iublime perfection. Her profound recolkdioii 
was the cfl'ecl of the conllaut union of her foul with Cod If w 
Jnoke any word which feemed fuperlluous, ihe condemned \kiIvM 
to the talk of rccitin... one bundled Our leathers. The \vM\um ot 
Oh rill war, the favourite object of her devotion. She died mi 1 l»t 
eighteenth of Au^ull, 1336; was canonized by pope John XAii, 

and is named in ihe Roman martyrology. p 
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SS. Timothy, Agapius, and 



Thecl a, MM. 



From Euf. de Mart. Palrtft. c. 3. and their genuine a£ls in Affe- 

mani, T. 2. p. J 84. 

A. D. 304. 

WHILST Dioclefian yet held the reigns of the govern- 
ment in his own hands, Urban, the prefident of Pale- 
ftine, fignalized his rage and cruelty againft the Chriftians. In 
the fecond year of the general perfecution, by his order, St. Ti- 
mothy, for having boldly confeiTed his faith, was inhumanly 
fcourged, his fides were torn with iron combs on the rack, and 
he was at length burnt to death at a flow fire at Gaza, on the 
firft of May, 304, giving by his patience a certain proof that 
his charity was perfect. SS. Agapius and Thccla, after fufFer- 
ing many torments, were condemned by the fame judge to be 
led to Casfarea, and there expofed to wild beads. ThecJa was 
difpatched by the beafts in the amphitheatre; but Agapius 
efcaped both from their fury, and from the fwords of the con- 
feflors on that day. He was therefore detained two years longer 
in prifon, till Maxiinin Daia C;efar gave orders that this con- 
feflbr fliould be one of the victims to grace the fcftivaJ, unlets 
lie would abjure the Chriftian faith. His fufFerings had no way 
abated his conftancy, and the delay of his crown had increafed 
the ardour of his dclires fpcedily to join his companions in glory. 
In the amphitheatre he was torn by a bear, but not killed either 
by the beafts or confeclors : and wounded as he was, on the 
following day he was thrown into the fea. .Both Latins and 
Greeks celebrate the memory of thefe martyrs on the nineteenth 
of Auguit. 

A glorious company of liappy friends waits for us in God's 
heavenly kingdom. Innumerable legions of angels, and all the 
faints who have lived on earth before us from the beginning of 
the world i fo many holy kings, dodiors, hermits, martyis, 
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virgins and confeflbrs, and feveral friends with whom v/c here 
converfed. They are already arrived at the fafe harbour of eter- 
nal biifs. With what pleafure do we, with Agapius, raife our 
thoughts and eyes towards them, contemplating the joys and 
glory of which they are now poffeflbd," and comparing with it 
our prefent ft ate of conflicts, dangers and fufFerings ! They 
look clown from their feats of glory on us, and behold our com- 
bats with affecSlion and folicitude for us. "We are called to fol- 
io w them, and do not we redouble our defires to join them? 
do nut we earncftly prepare ourfelves by compunction, pc- 
ranct», divine love, and the practice of all good works, to be 
worthy of their fell owfhip ? do not we exult at the thought 
that we pre very fiiori\y, by the divine mercy, to be united to 
that blefied company, and made partners of their joy, triumph 
and irlorv ? do not wc fi^h for that hour, and in the mean time 
defpfe from our hearts all foolifh promifes or threats of the 
world, ::nd .bear with joy all labours or pains, that we may 
with the faints enjoy Cbrift ? " .Oh ! if the glorious day of 
cc eternity had already fhone upon us, whither would it even 
* c now have carried us ? in what joys fhould we have been this 
6C inftant overwhelmed ? " fays the devout Thomas a Kempis. 

On the fame D AY 

St. Lewis, Bp. of Touloufe, C. This faint was little nephew 
to St Lewis king of France, and nephew by his mother to St. Eli- 
zabeth of Hungary. He was born at Brignoies in Provence, in 
1274, and was lecond fon to Charles II. furnamed the Lame, king 
of Naples and Sicily, and to Mary, 'daughter, of Stephen V. king of 
Hungary. He. was a faint from the ciadle. and from his childhood 
made it his ear'ncll iludy to do nothing which was not directed to 
the divine iVrvicc, and with a view only to eternity. Even his re- 
creations he referred to this end, and chofe only ftich as were icriou*, 
and feenu.d barely neceffary for the o.vercife of the body, and pie- 
i'urviup- the vigour of the mind. Kia walks ufually led him to ionic 
church or r-Ji<M0ur, houle. Il w::s his chief delight to hear the lervnnts 
of CJoJ difcomie of mortification, or tin; moll perfect practice, nt 
piely. His modeily'and lecollcc.Lion in the church infpired with de- 
votion all who fa w him. Mis mother allured the author ol hr 1 x, 
that when he was only feven yrais old, flio found him often lying 
in the ni»ht on a man which was fpiead on the floor near ln.» tnii, 
which he'd id out of an early fpirit of penance He inured hi in ten 
to the practice ol' lei J", denial, fobricty and mortification from his ten- 
der years. His mother heifcH taiioht him this leiibn, jmljvn" it no 
feverity for him to pimUiic that for* the fake of virtue which the ba- 
cedemoiu.il)!., and other warlike nations, obliged iheir children to 
<|o for the fake of corpoial ilrenj-th, and that they nii^ht be iiauictl 
in) to a martial life. 'J 'he government "and reilraint oi the lenir , 
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and of all the affeclions of the foul, efpecially againft: gluttony, luff, 
and other importunate pafTions, according to the prefcript of reafon, 
is called the virtue of Temperance : and is that cardinal virtue which 
chiefly enables us and prepares us for all moral good : it is the fure 
baiif upon which the whole building of a good life is erected, and 
was called by the ancient Greek philofophers the ftorehoufe of all 
virtues. Under this are comprifed chatfity, fobriety, meeknefs, po- 
verty of fpirit, contempt of the world, humility, modeffy or the 
government of a man's exteriour, efpecially of the tongue; com- 
punction, cleannefs of heart, peace of mind, the maitery of the 
ienfes and pafTions, and the triumph over our own mo ft dangerous 
and domeftick enemies : all which make up the noble train of her 
attendants. Thefe are the delightful /creams which flow from her 
fountains the beautiful flowers which grow in her garden, and are 
cultivated by her care. It is not therefore to be wondered at that 
ail thefe virtues took early root in the foul of a young prince who 
laid their foundation ib deep. God, by an unforeseen affliction, 
furnifhed him with a powerful means of Ipiritual improvement, and 
Lewis was infpired by his mercy with docility to the grace. 

In 12S4, two years after the general revolt of the two Sicilies, 
our faint's father, Charles Ii. then prince of Salerno, was taken 
prifoner in a fea-fi^ht by the king of Arragon. His father Charles 
died within a few months, and he was faluted by his friends king of 
Sicily. But he remained four years prifoner, and was only releafed 
on hard conditions; being moreover obliged to fend into Arragon, 
forholiages, fifty gentlemen, and three of his fons, one of whom 
was our faint, who was then fourteen years old; and remained 
ftveri years at Barcelona in rigorous captivity, where the inhuman 
ufacje he met with afforded him occafions for the exercife of patience 
and all other virtues. He was always cheerful, and encouraged his 
companions under their fufFerings, often faying to them : '» Advor- 
11 fity is molt advantageous to thofe who make profeHion of fcrving 
" God. We learn by it patience, humility, and refignation to the 
" divine will, and are at no other time better difpofed for the exer- 
" cife of all virtue. Profperity blinds the foul, makes it giddy and 
" drunk, fo as to make her forget both God and herfelf ; itembold- 
11 ens and ilrengthens exceedingly all the pafTions, and Hatters pride, 
<l and the inordinate love of ourfelvcs." Mot content with what 
lie ruffe red from the feverity of his condition, he praefcifed extraor- 
(hnaiy voluntary a 11 fieri ties, farted rigorou fly fevcral days every 
week, rejected the leait vain or dangerous aiuufements, and would 
rever fee or fpeak to any woman but in publick company, fearing 
tlic mofl remote danger of any fnare that could be laid to his purity. 
He knew that this holy and amiable virtue is only 10 be kept un- 
t'inu.-<i by a life of afliduou:. devout prayer, frequent pinu* medita- 
tion on the precepts of religion, the itricicil rules of temperance, 
: <nd the diligent ihunning of all dangers; for the leafl occnfion, or 
t»c Iinnllell (park of temptation, when not watched againft, may 
l"me'.iincs fuUice to put the contrary paflion into a flame. He every 
u )' Jtcitcd the chut cli oflice, the oiiice of our Lady, that of the 
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Pafiion of Chrift, and fever al other de votions went every day to 
confefiipn before he heard mafs, that he might; aiiift at that treuien 
dous facriftce with greater purity of foul ; and as the whole city of 
Earcelona was his prifon, he often waited on the fick in the hojpj- 
tals. He obtained leave that two Francifcan friars, that were ap- 
pointed to attend him, might live with him in his own apartment • 
he role to pray with them in the night, and under them he applied 
himfclf diligently to the ftudies of philofophy and theology. In a 
dangerous lit of illnefs he made a vow to embrace that auftere Or. 
der, if he recovered his health and his liberty.. In his relcafenicnc 
he fcemed to have no other joy than in the power of fulfilling this 
engagement. 

He was fet at liberty, in 1294, by a treaty concluded between the 
king of Naples, his father, and James II. king of Arragon, one 
condition of which was the marriage of his filter Blanche with the 
king of Arragon. Both courts had, at the lame rime, extremely at 
heart the project of a double marriage, and that the princefs of Ma- 
jorca, filler to king James of Arragon, mould be married to hew if, 
on whom his father promifed to fettle the kingdom of Napie* (which 
he had in part recovered,) his eldeft brother Charles Martel, prince of 
Salerno, having been already crowned king of Hungary, in the rightof 
his mother Mary, filter to the late king LaciiflaslV. But the faint's rc- 
folution of dedicating himfelf to God was inflexible, and he refigned 
his right to the crown of Naples, which he begged his father to con- 
fer on his next brother Robert 5 which was done accordingly. Thus 
it was his ambition to follow Jefus Chrift poor and humble, rather 
than to be raifed to honour in the woild, which has no other recom- 
pences to bellow on thofe who ferve it but temporal goods. " Je- 
* k fus Chrift," faid he, cc is my kingdom. If I poflefs him alone, 

I fhall have all things : if I have not him, I lofe all. 11 The op- 
pofition of his family obliged the fuperiours of the Friar Minors to 
refufe for fome time to admit him into their body ; wherefore he 
took holy orders at Naples. The pious pope St. Celelline had no- 
minated him archbilhop of Lions in 1294 ; but as he had not then 
taken the tonfurc, he found means to defeat that project. Boniface 
VIII. gave him a difpenfation to receive prieftly order:, in the twenty 
third year of his age ; and afterward fern him a like difpenfation for 
the cpifcopal character, together with his nomination to the arch- 
hithoprick of Touloufe, and a feverc injunction in virtue of holy 
obedience to accept the fame. However, he took a journey fi jit to 
Home ; and to fulfill his vow, made his religious profeflion among 
the Friar Minors, in their great convent of Ara Cadi, on Chriilma*- 
evc, 1 296, and received the epifcopal confederation in the beginning 
of the February following. lie travelled to his bifhoprick as a poor 
religious, but \v:is received at Touloufe with the veneration due to 
a iaint, and the magnificence that became a prince. Hi;> 111 oddly, 
inildnefb Mud devotion, infpircd a love of piety into all that bt-hcM 
him. It was his fir 11 care to provide for the relief of the indigent, 
and his firft viiits were made to the ho (pit ah; and pour. Having 

taken an account of his revenues, he reierved to hi;, own ufc a very 
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nart, allotting the reft entirely to the poor; of whom he entertained 
tvventv live every day at his own table, ferving them himfelf, and 
foniecimes bending one knee when he presented them neceffaries. 
He extended his charities over ail his fathers kingdom, and made 
the vifitation of his whole diocefs, leaving every where monuments 
of his zeal, charity and fanclity. in his apoijojical labours he abat- 
ed nothing of his a u fieri ties, faid mafs every day, and preached fre- 
oocnily- He was very fevere in the examination of the abilities and 
piety of all thole whom he admitted and employed among l\is clergy. 
Sighing under the weight of the charge which was committed to 
him, he earneftly defired leave to refign it, but could not be heard. 
Heanfwered to lbme that oppofed his inclination : " Let the world 
" call me mad, provided I may be difcharged from a burden which 
" is too heavy for my moulders, I am fatibiied. Is it not better for 
" me to endeavour to throw it ofF than to fink under it ? " God 
os plcafed to grant him what he defired by calling him to himfelf. 
Jfcing obliged to go into Provence for certain very urgent ecclefiafti- 
cal affairs, he fell fick at the cattle of Brignoles. Finding his end 
draw near, he faid to thofe about him : " After a dangerous voyage 
" lam arrived within fight of the port, which I have long earn eft-" 
" ly defired. I mall now enjoy my God whom the world would 
" rob me of: and I lhall be freed from the heavy charge which I 
" am not able to bear.'' He received the Viaticum on his knees, 
melting in tears, and in his lafl moments ceafed not to repeat the 
Hail Mary. He died on the nineteenth of Auguft. 1297, being only 
twenty three years and a half old. He was buried in the convent of 
Francifcan Friars at Marfeilles, as he had ordered. Pope John XXII. 
the fucceilbur of Boniface VII I. canonized him at Avignon, in 1317, 
and addreffed a brief thereupon to his mother, who was Mill living. 
The faint's relicks were enfhrined in a rich lilver cafe, in the fame 
year, in pretence of his mother, his brother Robert king of Sicily, 
and the queen of France. In 1423, Alphonfus, furnamed the Mag- 
nanimous, king of Arragon and Naples, having taken and plun- 
dered Marfeilles, carried away thefe relicks, and dcpofited them at 
Valencia in Spain, where they remain to this day. — See the life of 
St. Lewis carefully written by one who had been intimately ac- 
quainted with him, and the bull of his canonization : alfo Fleury, 
T.18. 

St. MneiiTEUs, B. C. He was a Rriton, a difciple of St. Pa- 
trick, and the hilt bilhop of Louth in Ireland. He died in 535, and 

:'h called Mochta Lugh. — Sec Adamnan in the life of St. Uolumba, 
and Uihcr's Antic] . Britann. c. S. 
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St. BERNARD, Abbot. 

From his original life in five books; the fir ft of 'which was ivrittm 
by William? abbot of St. Thier vy or Theodorick, ?iear Rbcivu 
bis intimate friend : the fecond by Arnold : abbot of Bonnrocm • 
and the three lafl by Geoffrey ; fotne ti?ne fecrctary to the f t imi % 
afterward abbot, jirfl of Igny, then of Clair vaux : all cyavit- 
neffes of the faint s at/ions. To thefe five books Mabillon adds 
three others, containing hi/lories of his miracles ; one compiled ly 
Philips a monk of Clairuaux, addreffed to Sampfon, archhifo'A 
of Rheitns : another zvrote by the monks of this ?nonafter\ to ik 
clergy of Cologne drawn from the book e?ititled, The Exordi- , 
urn or beginning of Citeaux : the third co?np'ded by Geoffrey, cb- \ 
hot of Igny, ad' 7 rr'?v/ to the b'fhtp of Conflance. MahiVm hath ' 
alfo given us the ■ f Bernard, compofed by Manns, ctK:: \ 
of Larivoir, ?mtie hijhop cf duxcrrc in 1 153 : fragments ofauc- \ 
/her life, which is be-'ieved to belong to Geoffrey ; and a third lift \ 
written about the ye : < \ So, by John the hermit, who had lived j 
with St. Bernard's difciples. — Sec alfo his lives, compiled by Ala- j 
billon and Le Nain. ' \ 

1 4 

*\ 

A. D. 1153. j 

QT. Bernard, the prodigy and great ornament c/ the clet'emh j 
u3 age, was the third Ton of Teicclin and AUz, or Alice, buth j 
of the prime nobility In Burgundy, and related to the tlukt:>, j 
particularly Ali'/., who was daughter of Bernard, lord oi' Mum- j 
hard. Our faint was horn in 1091, at Kountaincs, a caiik ) 
near Dijon, and a lord Hup belonging to his father. iiiip.i-| 
rents were perfons of great piety, and his mother, not content *) 
to oiler him to God as loon as he was born, as (he did all her j 
feven children, afterward confecrated him to his fcrvice in the 1 
church, as Anne did Samuel, and from that day confide; u! 
him as not belonging to her, but to God : and flu; took a fpe- >j 
cial care of his education, in hopes that he would one clay l>« 
worthy to ferve the altar. Indeed fhe In ought up all Ivr chil- > 

clrcii very tlifcrcetly and pioully, and never trulicd them to ' 

mtift. 1 '. ■ 
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nurfo- Their names were Guy, Gerard, Bernard, Humbe- 

]j n c Andrew, Bartholomew, and Nivard. The other ions 
were applied young to learn military exercife and feats of arms : 
but Bernard was font to Chatillon on the Seine, to purfue a 
com pi eat courfe of ftudies in a college of fecular priefts who 
were canons of that church. He even then loved to be alone ; 
ws always recolle^ieci , obedient, obliging Co all, and modeffc 
bevond what can be exprefled. He made it his continual ear- 
nc't nrayer to God, that he would ncvci fufter him to fully his 
innocence by fin. He gave to the poor all the money he got. 
The (I'dcknefs of his parts aftonifhed his inafiers, and his pro- 
orefs in learning was far greater than could be expected from 
■one of his age. But he was ftill much more folicitous to liften 
to what God, by his holy infplracions, fpoke to his heart. One 
IChriilnias- night in his Deep he feerncd to fee the divine infant 
cil-s fo amiable, that from that day he ever had a in oft tender 
nd fcnfibic devotion towards that great myftery of love and 
mercy, and in fpeaking of it he always feemed to furpafs him- 
fclf in the fwectne/s and unction of his words. His love of 
:Wiitv fo reftrained his fenfes, that lie never flic wed any in- 
nation to the lea in levity or curiofuy, by which the paftions 
;ic ufn.Jly inflamed, and his body being hept always in fubjec- 
ion t • tue fpirit, was readily dhpofed to obey it in all habits of 
t'irtuj. The faint entered upon the ftudies of theology, and 
{ the holy fcripturcs, at Chatillon. He was nineteen years 
when his mother died. Her exccfiivc cuarities, and attend- 
ee :n the hofpitals, her f aft s, her devotion.*, and her all other 
i r i:ri:.. . ) ;d trained her the reputation of a living faint. Uavinir 
t-.vl devotion to St. Am broil*, fhe had a custom of inviting 
ili the ekryy iVwni Dijon lo Fontaines, to celebrate his feftival. 
k i\w \ \\\\ uf that day, m 11 ro, fhe was felzed with a fev<T, 
-k! oii (he feh'ival iti'llf received the e;;trcme unction and Viati- 
tmi, aufwere i m C.k. /^coomiendaLiorj oi her foul recited by all 
it itli^hais company, and having made the j : :yi of the crofs, 
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Jki n:\ru was then returned to Fontaines, and now become 
'•"""n mailer: for his father v vas employed at a di!f anee 
'HI iiis bifiiiiels iiit) in the army. ? Je mau'e hia appearance* 
1Kl • ' - world with al! i: advantages ami talents which can maki: 
t •.aiiahle lo a youuu; nobleman, or which could make him 
Wuil by if. Hi;; (in.ditv, vivacity of wit and cultivated 
emirs, jus prudence and natural mod :fl\ , his affability and 
'ttctiitMs ol temper, and the af\reeaideiH*/s of Ins couva (aliori, 
N'iv him beloved by all. Jhit theie very adv intakes had their 

11,111 • fiis lirft danger was from his lalfe friendu and c»m- 

vianions • 
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panions ; but the light of grace made him difcover their ha 
attempts, and refolutely repulfe them, and fliun fuch treacher- 
ous worldly company for the time to come. Once he han, 
pened to fix his eyes on the face of a woman 3 but immediately 
reflecting that this was a temptation, he ran to a pond, and 
leaped up to the neck into the water, which was then as cold 
as ice, to punifti himfelf, and to vanquifli the enemy. On 
another oCcafion an impudent woman ailaulted him; but he 
drove her out of his chamber with the utmoft indignation 
Bernard, by thefe temptations, was affrighted at the fnares 
and dangers of the world, and began to think of forfaiting it 
and cetiring to Citeaux, where God was ferved with great fer- 
vour. He fluctuated Come time in his mind, and one day go- 
ing to fee his brothers, who were then with the duke of Bur- 
gundy at the fiege of the caftle Grancei, in great anxiety he 
iiiept into a church in the road, and prayed with many tears' 
that God would direct him to difcover and follow his holy 
will. He arofe lteadily fixed in the refolution of embracing the 
feverc Ciftercian inftitutc. His brothers and friends endea- 
voured to difluade him from it ; but he fo pleaded his caufe as 
to draw them all over to join him in his courageous under- 
taking, Gauldri, lord of Touiilon, near Autun, the faints 
uncle, a noble-man who had gained great reputation by his 
valour in the wars, readily came into the fame refolution. 
Bartholomew and Andrew, two younger brothers of Bernard, 
alio declared that they made the fame choice. Guy, the elJcit 
brother, held out longeft, having greater obftaclcs which 
feemed to fix him in the world : for he was married, and 
had two daughters. But his lady confenting, and profeiling! 
herfelf a nun at Lairc near Dijon, he alfo came over. Gerard 
the fecond brother, was not to be fo eafily overcome, being; 
a captain of reputation, and full of the world : but being fooui 
after wounded in his fide by a launce, and taken prifuncr, M 
by ferious reflection entered into himfelf, and ran to join hisi 
brothers. Hugh of Macon, a very noble, rich and virtuom 
lord (who afterwards founded the monaftery of Pontiftni, anil] 
died hifliop of Auxcrre) an intimate friend of St. Ucrnanl. 
upon the news of his defign wept bitterly at the thoughts ol 
his reparation, but by two interviews was induced to becomcj 
his companion. They all ailembled in a houfe at Chaullun. 
preparing themfelves by fuitablc exercifes to confecrale them 
Jelves to God in the muft perfect difpofltions of foul. Oi 
the day appointed for the execution of their dcfi»n ^ a 
i) a rd and his brothers went to Fontaines to take their lail 

wel of their father, and to beg his blcfling* They hail In] 
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jfivard their youngeft brother to be a comfort to him In his old 
affe> Going out, they faw him at play with other children of 
Insane, and Guy the eld eft faid to him: " Adieu, my little 
<* brother Nivard ; you will have all our eftates and lands to' 
<t yourfelf." The boy anfwered : " What ! you then take 
« heaven for your portion, and leave me- only the earth. The' 
« diviilon is too unequal. " They went away ; but foon after 
Nivard followed them : fo that of the whole family there only 
remained in the world the old father, and with him his 
daughter St. Humbeline. 

Bernard was feconded in his rcfolution by thirty noblemen' 
and gentlemen, including his brothers, and after they had llaicf 
fix months at Caftillon to fettle their affairs, he accompanied 
them to Citeaux. That monaftery had been founded fifteen* 
years, and was at that time governed by St. Stephen. This 
holy company arrived there in 11 13, and proftrating them-- 
felves before the gate, begged to be admitted to join the monks 
in their penitential lives. St. Stephen feeing their fervour, re- 
ceived them with open arms, and gave them the habit. St. 
Bernard was then twenty- three years old. He entered this 
houfe in the defire to die to the remembrance of men, to live 
hidden, and be forgotten by creatures, that he might be oc- 
cupied only on God. To renew his fervour againft /loth he 
repeated often to himfeif this faying of the great Arfenius : 
" Bernard, Bernard, why cameft thou hither ? 99 He praclifcd 
himfeif what lie afterwards ufed to fay to poftulants who prc- 
fented themfelves to be admitted into his monaftery at Clair- 
vaux : u If you defire to live in this houfe, you muft leave your 
" body: only fpirits muft enter here ; " that is, pcribns who 
live according to the fpirit. He ff udied to mortify his fenles, 
and to die to himfeif in all things. This practice by habit be- 
came a eti (Tom, and by cuitorn was almoft changed into na- 
ture; fo that his foul being always occupied on God, he 
fremed not to perceive what parted about him, fo little notice 
•lid he take of things as appeared in fevcral occurrences. After 
a year's noviciate he did not know whether the top of his cell 
was covered with acicling:: nor whether the church had more 

though it had three. Two faults how- 



an one window, 
ever into which he fell, ferved to make him more watchful and 
Ivrvcnt in his actions. The exact author of the Exordium of 
kiUaux relates, that the faint had been accuftomed to fay 
every day privately feven pfalms for the rcpofe of the foul of 
mother : but he one day omitted them. St. Stephen knew 
this by infpiration, and faid to him the next morning; " Jiro- 
tiler iiernaid, whom did you comniiflion to lay the /even 

4C pfalms 
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*' pfalms for you yefterday ? " The novice furprifed that a 
thing could be known which he had never difcovered to any 
one, full of confufion, fell proftrate at the feet of St. Stephen 
confefled his fault, and aiked pardon, and was ever after molt 
punctual in all his private practices of devotion, which are not 
omitted without an imperfection ; nor without a fin, if it be done 
through lloth or culpable neglect. His other offence was, that 
one day being ordered by his abbot to fpeak to certain fecuiar 
friends, he took fome fatisfaction in hearing their qucftions and 
anfwers : in punifhment of which he found his heart deprived 
of fpiritual confolation. In expiation he prayed often proftrate 
long together at the foot of the altar during five and twenty 
days in fighs and groans, till he was again vifited by the divine 
fpirit. He afterward in necefTary converfation kept his mind 
fo carefully recollected on God that his heart did not go aftray, 
After the year of his noviciate he made his profeffion in the 
hands of St. Stephen with his companions in 11 14; but with 
that perfect facriflce of himfelf and difengagement of his 
heart from all creatures which is better imagined than ex- 
preffed, and .which drew on him the moft abundant graces. 
He fet out with extraordinary ardour in all his monafticfc 
cxercifes. The faint not being able to reap the corn fo as to 
keep up with the reft, his fuperiour ordered him other work; 
but he begged of God that he might be enabled to cut the 
corn, and loon equalled the beft hands. At his work his 
foul was continually occupied on God in great fervour, and 
he ufed afterwards to fay, that he never had any other mailer 
in his ftudies of the holy fcripturcs but the oaks and beaches 
of the foreft. For that fpiritual learning in which he became 
fo o^reat an oracle, was a pi ft of the Holy Ghoft, obtained Iv 
his extraordinary purity of heart, and' afliduous meditation una 
prayer. The peace, humility, and fervour of his foul foe mat 
painted in his countenance, in which the charms of a cciu'm 
heavenly grace often captivated and furprifed thofc that beheld 
him, though his face was emaciated, and exceeding pale ami 
wan, and his whole body bore viable marks of his auileie pu« 
niton tiaJ life. He almoft always laboured under fonie corpo- 
ral infirmity, and his flomach through a habit of exce/liw 
fatting was (carcc ever able to bear any foltd food, lie dif- 
fered all his difiempers without ever fpcakin:.*; of them, or ulini; 
any indulgence, unlefs compelled by thole who took notio: 
of them. He often made a fcruplc of taking on thofe 01 ca- 
llous an herb pottage, in which " a little oil and honey vvcic 
mixed. When another cxpreifed his furpiife at his making 
fuch a difficulty, he anfvvercd ; " Did you know how |M«.it 



Aug. 20. St. BERNARD^ A ? 543 

« the obligation of a monk is, you would not eat one mor- 
« eel of bread without having firfr. watered it with your 
« tears." He ufed to fay: " Our fathers built their monafte- 
« ries in damp unwholefome places, that the monks might 
« have the uncertainty of life more fenfibly before their eyes " 
For monafteries were anciently built chiefly in uncultivated 
deferts, rocks, or fwampy lands; though the monks in many 
places, with incredible induftry, drained their morafles, and 
converted them into gardens and meadows. St. Bernard was 
a great lover of poverty in his habit, cell 3 and all other things : 
but called dirtinefs a mark of floth or of affectation. He 
feemed, by a habit of mortification and recollection, to have 
loft all attention to, or reJifh of food., and often took one liquor 
for another, when offered him by miftakc, fo that he once 
drank oil inftead of water. His chief fufrenance was coarfe 
bread foftened in warm water. All the time which he fpent 
in contemplation feemed fhort to him, and he found every 
place convenient for that exercifc. He did not interrupt it in 
the midft of company, converting in his heart always with 
God. But he omitted no opportunity of fpeaking for the edi- 
fication of his neighbour, and adapted himfelf with wonder- 
ful charity to the circumftances of all ranks, learned or un- 
learned, nobles or plebeians. Though his writings arc 
filled with holy unction, they cannot convey the grace and 
fire of his words j and he employed the holy fcripture with 
fo much readinefs and fo happily on all occafions, that therein 
he feemed to follow the light of the Holy Ghoft. The num- 
ber of monks being grown too great at Ciceaux, St. Stephen 
founded in 1 1 13, the monaftery of La Fertc upon the river 
Grofne, in Burgundy, two leagues from Challons on the 
Saonc; and in 1 r 14, that of Pontigni in Champagne, upon 
the frontiers of Burgundy, four leagues from Auxerrc. Hugh, 
tarl of Troyes, offered a fpot of ground in his ei'hites, where- 
on to found a third monaftery and the holy fupcriour, fee- 
ing the great progrefs which Bernard had made in a fpiriiual 
life, and his extraordinary abilities for any undertaking, in 
Which the divine honour was concerned, gave him a cro- 
fier, appointing him abbot, and ordered him to go with 
twelve monks, among whom were his brothers, to found a 
new houfc in the diocefs of Langrcs in Champagne. They 
walked in proccflion finging pfalms, with their new abbot at their 
head, and fettled in a defer t called the Valln of fforunvoo//, 
encompafled by a wild forcfi, which then afforded a retreat 
for abundance of robbers. Tiicfe thirteen monks grubbed 
U P ; * fuflicient fpot, and with the afliftuiico of the hi/hop of 
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Challons and the people of the country, built themfelyes little ; 
cells. This young colony had often much to fuffer, and 
being feveral times in extreme neceffity, was as often re- 
lieved in feme fudden unexpected manner : which wonderful 
effects of kind providence St. Bernard made ufe of to excite 
'their confidence in God. Thefe fervent monks, animated by 
the example of their abbot, feemed to find nothing hard or 
•difficult in their extreme poverty and aufterity. Their bread 
•was ufually made of coarfe barley, and fornetimes chiefly of 
vetches or cockle ; and boiled beach-tree leaves were forne- 
times fcrved up infread of herbs. Bernard at fir ft was fo 
fevcre upon the fmallcft diftradYions and leaft tranfgreffions of 
his brethren, whether in confeffion or in chapter, that al- 
though his monks behaved with the utmofl humility and obe- 
dience, they began to fall info dejection : which made the 
abbot fcnfible of his fault. He condemned himfelf for it to a 
long filence. At length being admonifhed by a vifion, he re- 
fumed his office of preaching with extraordinary unction and 
fruit, as William of St. Thierry relates. The reputation of 
this houfe, and of the fanctity of the abbot, in a fhort time 
became fo great, that the number of monks in it amounted 
to one hundred and thirty, and the country gave this valley 
the name of Clara-vallis or ClarvaL It is now commonly called 
Clairvaux or Clervaux, and is fituated eleven leagues from 
Langres in Champagne. This monaftery was founded in 
11 15. St. Bernard feemed to fet no bounds to the auften- 
ties which he praftifed himfelf. William of St. Thierry fays, 
that he went to his meals as to a torment, and that the 
fight of food feemed often his whole refection. His watching! 
were incredible. He feemed by his mortifications to have 
brought upon himfelf a dangerous diflcmper, and his lift 
was almolf defpaired of about the end of the year XilO 
His great adrnirei the learned and good bifhop of Challons, v> n 
Ham of Champeaux, who had formerly been a moft emi 
ncnt profeflbr of theology in the ichools of Paris, apprchenhj 
for his life re paired to the chapter of the Order then held at U 
teaux, and obtained authoiity to govern him as his im medial 
fupcriour for one year. With this commiflion he h aliened t 
Clairvaux, and lodged the abbot in a little houfe without ti 
eneloiiirc, with orders that he fliould not obferve even Ui 
rule of the monaftery as to eating and drinking, and that ii 
fliould be entirely diicharged from all care of the aftairs oHl 
community. Here the faint lived under the direction o\ 
phyiician, from whofe hands he received every thing wjl 

iilcnce and an entire indifference. William, the faint s w [i 
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rian, paid him a vifit in this fituation, and in the defcription 
which he gives of Clairvaux fays, that the bread \vh i ch the 
monks eat feemed rather made of earth than of flour, thouali 
it was made of corn of their own fowing in their defert ; and 
that their other food could have no taffe but what 
hunger or the love of God could give it. Yet the novices 
found it too dainty. After a year St. Bernard returned in good 
health to his monaftery, and to the practice of his former 
aurterities. His aged father Tefcelin followed him, re- 
ceived the habit at his hands, and died happily foon 
after at Clairvaux. In 1115, St Stephen founded the abbey 
of Morimond, in Champagne, though part of the refectory 
now ftands in Lorrain. The four firlf. Daughters of Citeaux. 
namely La Ferte, Pontigni, Clairvaux and iVIorimond became 
each a mother-houfe to many others which are called their 
Filiations. Subordinate to the abbey of Morimond are reckoned 
(even hundred benefices, chiefly in Spain and Portugal, where five 
miiitary Orders are fubjecc. to it, namely thofe of Calatrava, 
Alcantara, Montefa, Avis and Chrifli. But that of Clairvaux 
has the moft numerous offspring. St. Bernard founded L 
11 1 8 the abbey of Three Fountains, in the diocefs of ChaF* 
Ions; that of Fontenay, in the diocefs of Autun, and that of 
Tarouca in Portugal. He about that time wrought his fir ft 
miracle, reftoring to his fenfes by finging mate a certain lord, 
his relation, called Jofbert de la Ferte, that he might confels 
his fins; though he died three days after. When the faint 
had confidently prom i fed this miraculous reftoration of Jofbert, 
his uncle Balderic or Baudri and his brother Gerard, fearing 
for the event, were for correcting his words : but the faint 
reproving their diffidence, repeated the fame afliirance in. 
ftfonger terms : for the faints feel a fecrct fupernatural in- 
llincl when for the divine honour they undertake to work 
a miracle. The author of St. Bernaid's life adds an ac- 
count of other fick pcrfbns cured iidrantancouily by the faim\s 
forming the fign of the crofs upon them, atteflcd by eye- 
vvitnellcs of dignity and unexceptionable veracity. The fame 
author and Manriqucz relate certain vifions by which the faint 
Was informed in what manner fome of his monks were deli- 
vered from purgatory, by ma/ies laid for the repofc of their 
fouls; and of tho glory of others. Fhey alio mention that, in 
MM, St. Bernard founded the abbey of Foi^ni in the diocefs 
°» baon, in which the venerable bifhop of that lee made his 
WonalUck profeilion. 'J "he church of that monaflery way 
exceedingly haunted by (lies, til! by the faint's faying, he ex- 
Co 'mnunicated them, they all died; and fuch fwaniib of them 

L 1 2 appealed 
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appeared there no more : which maledi&ion of the flies of 
Foigni became famous to a proverb (i). The faint about that 
time began to compofe his works (a). 

Being 

{i) Longueval Hill, de l'Egl. de France 1. 24. p. 474. Gul. vat. 
S. Bern. c. 1 1 . 



{a) The firft. work which St. 
Bernard publifhed was his trea- 

tife, On the twe/ue degrees of Hu- 
mility, which are mentioned in 
the rule of St. Bennet. This 
book is very moving, and con- 
tains abundance of good matter 
It was followed, in 11 20, by his 
homilies on the gofpel Mijf'ts fjl, 
written to fatisfy his own devo- 
tion towards the myllery of the 
Incarnation, and the B. Virgin 
Mary.TheCongregationofCluni, 

a Reformation of the rule of St. 
Bennet, after having flouriihed in 
great reputation, fervour and 
difcipline two hundred years, be- 
gan to fwerve from its firft feve- 
rity : and fome of its members, 
moved by the fecret paffions of 
envy and jealoufy, which eafily 
difguife themfelves under the 
name of zeal, openly cenfured 
and declaimed againft the aufteri- 
tyof theCiflcrcians. William, ab- 
bot of St. Thierry's near Rheims, 
a member of that Congregation, 
out of his great efleem of this 
new Order, defired St. Bernard 
to employ his pen in its defence. 
This drew from him his Apology, 
In the firll part he juflifics his 
monks, and declares that if any 

of them were guilty of judging 
or backbiting others, all their 

falls, watchings and labours 
could not avail them : they would 
be the molt miferable of men to 
lofe the fruit of all their penance 
by detraction. " Was there not 
44 at I call a more eafy and tole- 
" ruble road to hell," fays he to 



thofe monks who lived in the 
greateft aufterities, yet gave en- 
trance to detraction among them? 
He (hews that fpiritual exercifes 
are more profitable than corpo- 
ral, and allows the Order of 
Cluni to be the work of faints, 
though at that time, in favour of 
the weak, only moderate aufte- 
rities were prescribed in it. But 
for fear of approving the griev- 
ous irregularities which had crept 
into fome monafteries, he adds 
a fharp invective againft them. 
He fays, that in them, feveral 
vices had even obtained the name 
of virtues •, profufenefs was ca'led 
liberality, much talking com- 
mon civility, immoderate laugh- 
ing neceffary gaiety, fuperfluous 
ornaments and pride in drefs and 
attendance, good breeding. He 
facetioufly inveighs againft their 
excels and nicenefs in eating 
and drinking ; extravagance in 
their entertainments, vanity in 
habits, which were given to 
monks as marks of humility; 
againft the ftatelinefs of their 
buildings, and profufenefsof coft- 
ly furniture; things no way niiting 
perfons who profefa themfelves 
to be no more of the world, who 
have forfaken all the pleafurei 
and riches of life for the fake of 
Jefus Chiili, who have cult at 
their feet all that glitters in die 
eye 1 -; of the world, and have fled 
from whatever fealls the fenK 
or is an incentive of vanity. He 
complains, that fome abbot:., 

whole lives ought always to Jw 

example 
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Being obliged to take a journey to Paris in 1122, at the 
jequeft of the biftiop and archdeacon, he preached to the flu- 

L 1 3 dents 



examples of recollection, humi- 
lity and penance, by their fumptu- 
ous equipages, diflipation, table, 
and commerce with the world, 
give to their monks, by their 
example, inftr unions of vanity 
and a worldly fpirit. To excufe 
fuch diforders, or to fee them, 
and be filent, he fays, would 
be to authorize and encourage 
them. Dom. Rivet obferves, that 
monattick difcipline began to be 
relaxed at Cluni, after the death 
of St. Hugh, principally under 
the abbot Pontius ; but was re- 
jlored for fome time by Peter 
Maurice. St. Bernard's book 
Of Cohverfion to the Clerks was 
compofed by him at Paris in 
1 1 22, and was addrefTed to the 
young ecclefialticks of that uni- 
verfity. It is an exhortation to 
repentance, and an invective 
againft ambitious, flothful and 
diforderly ecclefialticks. His Ex- 
hortation to the knights of the 'Tern- 
pie, addrcfied to Hugh de Pa- 
ganis, the flrft grand matter and 
prior of Jerufalem, was penned 
in 1 1 29, and is an elogium of 
that military Order, which had 
been lately eftablifhcd, in 1 1 1 8 j 
and an exhortation to the knights 
to acquit thcmfelves courageoufly 
in their feveral polls. He fays, 
tnat whereas other wars were 
ufually begun by anger, ambi- 
tion, vainglory or avarice, thofe 
which thefe knights undeitook 
had no other motive than that 
°f juilice, and the caufe of 
Chrilt; that whether they con- 
quered or were killed, they were 
piners; that they did nothing 
but by the command of their 
P ri ° l > had nothing but what he 



gave them, ufed nothing fuper- 
iiuous in their habits, lived re- 
gularly, and without wives and 
children, pretended to nothing 
of their own, nor even fo much 
as wifhed for more than they 
had : they never gave their 

minds to any fports, delighted 
in no fhows, nor fought after any 
honour, but waited for victory 
from the Lord. This was the 
original inftitute of the Templars. 
But when riches flowed into the 
Order, it became a prey to 
worldly men. 

St. Bernard, in his treatife 
Of the Love of God, fays, that 
the manner of loving God is to 
love him without meafure ; to 
fix no bounds to his love in our 
fouls, but to labour always to 
love him more : the motive of 
loving him is becaufe he is 
God, and loves us ; the recom- 
pence of his love is this love 
itfelf, which makes us happy in 
time and eternity : its fource and 
origin is charity and grace which 
God infufes into our fouls. He 
diitinguillies the degrees of this 
love, and teaches that it is one 
degree to love God for our own 
happinefs ; another to love him 
both for ourfelvcs, and for him ; 
a third to love him puiely on 
his account ; but that the ntmoft 

perfection and iupreme purity of 
this love is only to be obtained 
in heaven : the chafle and pure 
love of God is charity, and dif- 
fers from that love of God de- 
fire 9 which is inter cited, and for 
ourfelves : good indeed, but lefs 
perfect than charity. His book 

Un the Precept and Difpenfntion 

was wrote in 1131, and contains 

anfwera 
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dents who were candidates for holy orders : many of whom 
were fo moved by his difcour fes, that they accompanied him 

back 



anvvvc 9 to fcveraf querus con- 
cerning certain points oi St. Ben- 
pet's mle, in which an abbot 
can or cannot dilpenfe. 

The book On Grace and Free- 

nuiil was compiled by St. Ber- 
nard to prove the neceflity of 
both upon the principles of St. 
Auftin. 

His trcati fe add re fled to Hugh 
of St. Viclor is ;in explication of 
feveral difficulties concerning the 
divine decrees or the Incarna- 
tion and other theological points. 

St. Bernard's treatife On the 
Errours of /j be lard, and his five 
books Of Ctvfidet atzon to pope 
Eugenius 111. which are the 
mafterpiece of his works, are 
ipoke of die where. This la ft 
work was preceded by that On 
the Duties of fiift)op<, addrefT d to 
Henry archbiihoj} of Sens, writ- 
ten' in 1127, in which he treats 
of the chaltity, humility, pailoral 
care and weighty obligations of 
bilhops, and ipcaks againft thofe 
abbots who fought to exempt 
thcmfelvcs from the epifcopal 
juriicHdion. 

This father^ fermons on 

Pi" xe.iiZjii bab't'nt were com- 

pofed ahem the year if/]C. Mis 
cighty-iix iermous on the Can- 
liclch, explain only the two frill 
chapters, and the full verfe of 
the third chapter ot that (acred 
book ; but by nry'lical and alle- 
gorical interpretation;, he molt 
beautifully treats of an infinite 
number of moral and (pirkual 
fuhjecHs. H'!i thoughts on hu- 
mility, conipunclion, divine luve, 
and the interiotir path:- of con- 
templation ituerfperk'd In tins ex- 
cellent woifc, arc adinirable. 



William abbot of St. Thierry, 
lias abridged the fir ft 51 of 
thefe fermons. Gilbert, a monk 
of Hoiland, an abbey of the 
fame Order in England, depen- 
dant of the bifhop of Lincoln, 
compofed acontinuationof St Ber- 
nard's fermons on the Canticles, 
in 4.8 di'courfcs, about the year 
1 179. and brings the explication 
down ro the tenth verfe ot the fifth 
chapter. St. Bernard's fermons 
throughout the year abound with 
excellent maxims, and lively 
thoughts of piety, very proper 
to move the heart. He expiefies 
the moli tender devotion to the 
paffion of Chrift, and to the B. 
Virgin Mary. The. ftyle of thefe 
fermons demonilrates that they 
were delivered in Latin : which 
language the monks underftood, 
though many among the lay- 
brothers did not, as Mabillcn 
obferves, who proves (T. 1, 
p. 706. n. S-) that in their fa- 
vour the exhortations of St. Ber- 
nard were tranflated into French, 
probably by the author himfelf : 
for a collection of them written 
in that language in or near his 
time is kept in the 'library of the 
Feuillant'- at Paris, a ipecimcn 
of which Miibillon has puhliiucd 
(Pnvf. in Sum. S. Bern, p 716}. 
I'afquier, Dupleix auclDnCange 
think that the La; in tongue en- 
tirely extinguilhed in- Gaul the 
LVltick or old 'Gauliih, but not 
the LuM/uage of the Franks lor 
(omo tune/' Moil of the French 
indeed, especially in towns alio 
tnulerilood and (poke Latin, not 
only a& a language oi" the learned, 
but a:» a vulgar tongue among 

them. For iu feveral council 
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back to Clairvaux, and perfcvcred there with great fervour. 
Several German noblemen and gentlemen who called to fee 

L I 4 that 



two or more vslgar languages 
have been in ufe at the fame 
time, as the inhabitants of Mar- 
feilles had three vulgar dialects 
at once when Varro wrote, whofe 
jeltimony is produced by St. Je- 
rc-m. Thus though the Franks 
retained for fome time their Teu- 
jonick Language, they alfo 
learned and ufed the Latin as a 
vulgar tongue, efpecially the 
gentry, the inhabitants of cities, 
and all who had a liberal educa- 
tion, or kept good company j 
and this at length quite oblite- 
rated among them the Teutonick 
language. For all the preient 
dialects of the French, even 
thofe of Limoufin, Provence, 
Langucdoc, Buges, Querci, &c. 
are evidently formed from a cor- 
ruption of the Latin. For the 
Franks when they fettled in 
Gaul, {or. n accuflomed them- 
felves to the Latin tongue, mix- 
ing with, not extirpating, the 
Latinized Gauls. To this the 
commerce with fciences, the very 
alphabet, and the Chrillian re- 
ligion which they learned from 
the Latins, were great induce* 
merits. But among them the Latin 

language, which had then been 
long upon the declenfion, dege- 
nerated continually more and 
more from its purity. This pro- 
duced the modern French, com- 
monly called the Romance, or 
Koinanciere language in Gaul, 
which varied in the different 
provinces, by a confequence fo 
much the more natural as this 
new Ian" u aire was brought uu- 

dry w> t t-> 
er no regulation, and had no 

Aandard for feveral ages. Jt 

%an to be formed in the eighth 



century ; but, except in trifling Ro- • 
mances and the like tranflations, 
was not made ufe of in writing 
before the eleventh a*ge : but ali 
who preached or read any thing 
before an audience, in which 
many did not underitand Latin, 
ufed afterwads to add in the 
Romance tongue fome explica- 
tion of what had been laid or 
read in Latin. In the eleventh 
age fome began to commit con- 
fid erable tranflations to writing, 
and in the twelfth century iome 
wrote books, in the Romance or 
modern Fiench. (See Hill:. Liter, 
de la France T. 7. Pref. p. 45, 
54, 58. T. 9. Pr. p. 147, 148. 
and T. 8. Avertilfement prelim. 
Du Cange, Spicil, T. 7. p. 393. 

T. 6. p. 622. T. 12. p. 534. 

Martenne Anccd. T. j. p. 572. 
The judicious and learned Fon- 

tanini, in Vindiais Dip/j/x, antrq. 
1 1. c '7.) By this means the 
language began to be polifhed, 
and reduced to j ule, which in 
the lull century, the French aca- 
demy brought to great per- 
fection. Among its dialecls in 
Burgundy, ic was intermixed 
with a great alloy of the old 
Burgimdian language ; in the 
fouthern provinces of France 
the IVovenzal, Laiigut.dorian and 
Gafcon dialecls, with that of 
the V )h go ths ; ami alter ward* 
that in Neuitria with the Nor- 
man ; fo that thefe dialects are 
ai this day often not intelligible 
to thole who lpe;ik pure Fj eneh. 
The rVjaurilL Benedictine monks, 
in the JUjloi/f Ltt:t\iiri d< la 
Frame (T. 9. p. 129. 130, I 3 I, 
&c.) prove, from the letter. 4 -, 
pouiici and books written by 

nuns. 
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that monaftery, were fo ftrongly affe&ed with the edifying 
example of the monks, that after they had gone a little way, 

difcournrur 



nuns, or add reded to them ; alfo 
from rhe Latin fchools eftablifhed 
among them, that down to the 
fourteenth century it was ufual 
for choir nuns to learn the La- 
tin tongue. In languages de- 
rived from the corruption of the 
Latin in other countries, as the 
Italian and Spanifh, the cuilom 
of ufing them in written compo- 
f\tions is not more ancient. (See 
Fleory, Hift. Keck 1. 73. n. 13.) 
Hence we underitand why the 
fermons and like compofitions of 
thofe ages in France, Italy, Sec. 
sre all in Latin. The ftyle of 
St. Bernard's fermons and orher 
writings is fmooth> and elegant 5 
it has an agreeable fweetnefs, 
but is thought too flowery, though 
his figures and images are ib na- 
tural, beautiful and lively, that 
this defect, if it be one, is itfelf 
pleafing. His funeral oration 
on the death of his brother Ge- 
rard, who had been his afnftant 
in the government of his abbey, 
is a moft eloquent and affecting 
compofition ; in which he ex- 
preffes his comfort in the af- 
fu ranee of his brother's happi- 
nefs, and his own grief for the 
lofs of him who was his chief 
counfcllour and fup^ort, in fo 
tender a manner, as 10 (hew the 
faints are not infenfible (Serm. 
206, in Cant ). Gerard died in 
1138. Ten years after, St Ber- 
nard made a funeral oration on 
St. Mai achy, in 1148. and an- 
other on his annivcrfary. In 
this hind of compofition nothing 
has appeared in the Latin tongue 
equal to thefe three pieces fuicc 
the Auguilan age, fays Dom. 
Rivet and his continuators. 



(Hift. Liter. T. 10. Pref ). The 
letters of St. Bernard publifhed 
by Mabillon, amount to above 
440. They are addrefled to 
popes, kings, bifhops 9 abbots, 
and others, and arc monuments 
of his learning, prudence, and 
indefatigable zeal. His trcatife 
to Hugh of St. Viclor is an an- 
fwer to certain theological que- 
ries. 

As to the other works, fomc 
of which have been tranflatcd 
into Englifh, falfely hearing the 
name of St. Bernard, The Ladder 
of the Cloijler is 'the work of 
Guigo, fifth prior of the great 
Chartreufe, author of feveral 
fpi ritual letters : the Meditations 
are the offspring of an unknown 
pious perfon, probably later than 
St. Bernard. The treatife On 

the Edification of the Jnteriour 

Houfe feems written by forae 
Ciftercian monk about St. Ber- 
nard's time ; and the treatife 
On Virtues belongs to fome Be- 
nedicline monk, and is an in- 
ftru&ion given to novices. The 
book, To the. Brethren df Nonte 
Dei, and that On c'tit rmplatkg 
God* though quoted as St. Ber- 
nard's, are ccitainly the works 
of the author of the firit book of 
his life, William abbot of St. 
Thierrys (a monflttcry fttuatcd 
one league from Khciuib) who 
afterwards retired to the Order 
of Citeaux at Signy, and there 
died about the year 11550. 

Sr. Bernard in his writings is 
equally tender, fweet and vio- 
lent : his llyle is fublime, lively 
and pleafant : his charity ap- 
pears even in his reproaches, 

and {hews that he reproves to 

coirect, 
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difcourfing together upon what they had heard from the faint's 
niouth, and oblerved in his holy community, they agreed to 
return, hung up their fwords, and all took the habit. Their 
converfion appeared the more wonderful, as till that day they 
had lived full of worldly vanity, and paffion a tely addicted to 
combats of chivalry, and the foolifh pride of tilts and tourna- 
ments. Humility made the faint ilncercly to regard hlmfdf as 
utterly unworthy and incapable of admonifhing others : but 
the aidour of his zeal and charity opened his mouth, and he 
poured forth his thoughts with fuch a flrength of eloquence, 
and tender affective charity and humility, that his words could 
not fail to inflame the moft frozen hearts. He received into 
his monaftcry monks who came to him from Cluni, and other 
Orders that were lefs auftere 5 but declared that he was moft 
willing to difmifs any of his own who fhould defire to pafs to any 
other religious inftitute, out of the motive of feeking their greater 
perfection. So little did he think of the intcreft of his own 
body, which eafily becomes a cloak to avarice and ambition, 

that 



correct, never to infult. This 
gives fuch an infinuating turn to 
hisftrongeft invectives thatitgains 
the heart, and inftils both awe 
*nd love : the /inner whom he 
admonilhes, can only be angry 
with himfelf, not with the re- 
primand, or its charitable author. 
Ik had fo diligently meditated 
on the holy fcriptures, that al~ 
moi\ in every period he borrows 
fometbing from their language, 
and diftufes the marrow of the 
live red text with which his own 
heart was filled. He was well 
read in the writings of the prin- 
cipal ancient fathers of the 
church, especially SS. Ambrofe 
and Auflin, and often takes his 
thoughts from their writings, 
though by his ingenious ad tire ft, 
and a new rum, he makes them 
own. Though he lived nf- 
tcr ^. Anfelm, the Jirit of the 
fcholaflicks, and though his co- 
temporaries are ranked in that 
mw, yet ] 1C treaty theological 
"iilvjefls after the manner of the 

:i "^ciits. On this account, and 



for the great excellency of his 
writings, he is reckoned among 
the Fathers. And though he is 
the youngeft among them in 
time, he is one of the moft ufe- 
ful to thofe who defire to ftudy, 
and to improve their hearts in 
fincera piety. A perfecl fpiric 
of humility, devotion and di- 
vine charity reigns throughout 
his writings, and llrongly affecls 
the hearts of his readers, as it 
is the language of his own heart 
always glowing with ardent love 
and compunction. The moft 
pious and learned Mauriil Bene- 
dictine monk Dom John Mabil- 
lon laid the foundation of his 
high reputation in the world by 
the complete edition of St. Ber- 
nard's works, which he pub- 
limed in 1667, in two volumes 
in lolio, and in nine volumes 
in octavo : he gave a fecond 
edition, enriched with prefaces 
and additional curious notes, in 
1690. He had prepared a third 
edition when he died in 1707 : 
it was madepublick in 17^9. 
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that he yielded to the O r dcr of Prernontre and others feveral 
good foundations which were firft offered him : he was feveral 
times chofen bifhop of' Langres and Cha-Ions, and archbifhop 
of Genoa, Milan and Rheiins : but fo flrenuoufly oppofed the 
motion with in treaties and tears, that the popes were unwilling 
to offer too great violence to his humility, and feemed with 
the' whole world to {land in awe of his wonderful fanclity. 
In 1 1 20, he was for a long time confined to his cell by a dan- 
gerous fit of ficknefs, and in the year 1125, in which during a 
grievous famine he had often exhauficd the provifions of his 
rrionaftery to furnifh the poor with bread, he feemtd by a 
dangerous diftemper brought to the very gates of death. It 
happened in this fit of illnefs that he once appeared to thofe 
about him as if he had been in his agony, and his monks be- 
ing all alTembled round him, he fell into a trance, in which 
he feemed to himfelf to behold the devil gricvoufly accuiing 
him before the throne of God. To every part of the charge 
he made' only this anfvver : 4C I confefs m) feif molt unworthy 
cr of the glory of heaven, and that I can never obtain it by 
* c my own merits. But my Lord pohefleth it upon a double 
<c title - y that of natural inheritance by being, the only begotten 
* f Son of his eternal Father ; and that of purchafe, he having 
* c bought it with his precious blood. This fecond title he 
cc hath transferred on me, and upon this right I hope with an 
".allured confidence to obtain it through his adorable pain on 
* c and mercy." By this plea the perverfe accufer was con- 
founded, and difappeared, and the fervant of God returned to 
himfelf, and fhortly after recovered his former ftate of 
health (2). 

Molt affecTting are the fenti merits of profound humility, 

holy fear and compunction which this great faint dilcovcrs. 

He tells us that he embraced God by his two feet, that 

of his mercy, and that of his jufticc; to exclude, by the 

latter, floth and prefumption ; and by the former, defpair and 

anxiety (3). He declares often in the moft moving terms, 

how much he was penetrated with this fuving fear, which he 

Jiourifhed in his foul by having the divine judgments always 

before his eyes. cc 1 am feized all over," fays he. (4) c< with 

tc honour, dread and trembling, whenever I repeat within 

* c niyfelf that fentence : Jldem hiozveth not whether he be -mrtbj 

<c of love or hatred" Compunction is the parent of hncm* 

humility, and in this our faint appeared always mod' admirable. 

Inculcating 



(2) Gul. a S. Theodonc. I. 1. c. iz. (3) Semi. 6. in Cant. 

(4) Serin, 23. in Cant, lotus inborrui* &c. 
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Inculcating to others the advantages and obligation of this 
virtue he obferves that fo great is its excehency, that pride 
daies not mew itfelf naked, but feeks to appear in a mafk, and 
puts on that of humility, which he defines a virtue by 
which a man from a true knowledge of himfelf is contemptible 
in his own eyes (5). Whence he puts us in mind that it re- 
fides partly in the underfhmding, and partly in the wiJJ - 5 for it 
is founded in a perfect knowledge of ourfelves, that is, of our 
nothingnefs, finfulnefs, bafenefs, weaknefs and abfolute infuf- 
ficiency. Nor is this to be a fpeculative, but a feeling and ex- 
perimental knowledge, by which we fincercly defpife ourfelves, 
as deferving all contempt, difgrace and chaitifement from all 
creatures, and are unworthy of all mercy, grace or favour tem- 
poral or fpiritual, all which are the molt pure gratuitous effects 
of the divine goodnefs in favour of undeferving creatures. He 
dilcovcrs the pi oft profound fente of his own bafenefs and 
wretched nefs, and treats himfelf as the outcaft of all creatures. 
The praifes and efteem of others were to him the moft ftinging 
reproaches, and covered him with confufion and grief, be- 
caufe they only fhewed the opinion of others concerning him, 
and what he ought to be, not what his actions were ^ for he 
faw them to be full only of ftench and corruption : * c All com- 
" mendation beitowed on us,'* faid he, " is flattery, and the 
"joy which is conceived from it, is fooli/h vanity (6)." To 
Tome he faid : " My monftrous life, and my afilic-tcd confeience 
" cry towards you for companion : for I am a kind of amphi- 
" bious creature, that neither lives as an ecclefiaftick nor as a 
" reclufe. When you have learned my dangers, favour me 
" with your advice and prayers (7)." In another place he 
fays: " They who praife me, truly reproach and confound 
" me." Thefc and the like finccre protcftations were ex- 
to: ted from him by his profound contempt of himfelf, and de- 
flic that all (hould know his bafenefs. For as he obferves, no- 
thing is more bafe than that refined pride which feigns an af- 
fected humility, and would needs wear its mafic to make hu- 
mility itfelf fuppoi t its vanity. To raife glory from humility 
i« not the mark, but the ruin of that virtue. " He who is 
u truly humble would be reputed vile and abject," fays he, 
" not humble." He never ecu fed to inculcate this virtue to 
others as the mcafure of their advancement in fancTity, and lie 
oum repeated to his monks that be among them was the 
tyuiteit before God who was the moft humble in his own 
e yts. It is related in the Exordium of Citeaux, that one day 

in 
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in a conference which the faint made to the choir mcnks, he 
declared publickly that he doubted not but the humility of a 
certain lay-brother, then abfent, gave to his actions a higher 
degree of true perfection than any one of the choir monks 
had attained to, and that this pcrfon, though perfectly ignorant 
of profane literature, was the beft {killed in the fcience of the 
faints, the true knowledge of himfelf. -For he was always con- 
demning himfelf as a miferable criminal in the prefence of 
God, and his foul was fo entirely employed on his own weak- 
neffes and imperfections, that he faw nothing elfe in himfelf, 
and only virtue in every one elfe. St. Bernard one day feeing 
him bathed in tears, afked him the reafon. The humble 
monk told him : " Miferable Tinner as I am, I fee all heroick 
cc virtues practifed by my brother who works with me; but 
* c have not myfelf one degree of the leafl: among them. 1 befeech 
cc you to pray that God will grant me in his mercy thofe vir- 
* 6 tues which through my finfulnefs and floth I neglect to 
<c difpofe myfelf to obtain." Another lay-brother was obliged 
to watch the fheep in the fields all night on the feaft of the 
aflumption of the BleiTed Virgin, to which he had a fingular 
devotion. When the bell rung to mattins at midnight, 
condemning himfelf as unworthy to join his brethren in fing- 
ing the divine praifes, he turned his face towards the church, 
and lifting up his eyes towards heaven, with a thoufand genu- 
flections and probations, continued till morning a repeti- 
tion of the Hail Mary ; every time with frefh ardour praif- 
mg his Redeemer, and imploring his mercy through the 
intercefllon of his virgin Mother. His humble devotion, fim- 
plicity, and obedience were difcovered by God to St. Bernard, 
who preferred his virtue in this action to that of the mod 
perfect penitents and contemplatives in that houfe of faints (8). 
True humility removes a foul as far from pufillanimity and 
abjection as from pride and prefumption ; for it teaches a 
man to place his whole flrength in God alone. Hence fprang 
that greatnefs of foul and undaunted courage, with a firm 
confidence in the divine goodnefs and mercy that aftomfhes 
us in the actions and writings of this faint. It would be too 
long to mention the wonderful inftances of thete and other 
virtues, efpecially of his devotion, tender charity and ardent 
ascal. He nourifhcd them in his heart by a fpirit of prayer 
and retirement, the charac'teriitical virtue of the monaiticK 
ftate. " Believe me upon my own experience,'' faid he f° 
tiiofe whom he invited into his Order, " you will find more in 



(8) Exord. of Citcaux & Le Nam Hilt, de Cit 
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« the woods than in books : the forefts and rocks will teach 
« you what you cannot learn of the greateft mafters." Mean- 
ing that to learn the fecrets of heaven, and the fcience of 
faints, folitude fancltfled by penance and contemplation, is the 
beft fchool. He feverely condemns thofe monks who wandered 
out of their cells, and out of a love of the world and difilpa- 
tion, intruded themfelves into the miniftry of preaching. To 
one of thofe he faid : It is the duty of a religious man to 
" weep, not to teach. Cities muft be to him as prifons, 
" and folitude his paradife. But this man on the contrary 
" finds folitude his prifon, and cities his paradife (9)." This 
faint, though charity often called him abroad, never left his 
cell but with regret, and amidft crowds his foul was inte- 
riourly recollected, and often quite abforpt in God. When 
he had walked a whole day on the borders of the lake of 
Laufanne, hearing his companions in the evening mention 
the lake, he was furprifed, affirming that he had never feen it, 
and did not know that there was a lake there. The faint who 
had contracted fo clofe a friendfhip with Guigo, prior of the 
great Chartreufe, and the monks of his Order, that he feemed 
to be with them as one heart and one foul, happened once to 
pay them a vifit at the Chartreufe on a horfe which he had 
borrowed of a friend. The prior Guigo was furprifed to fee 
him ufe a fine bridle, and fpoke to him of it. The faint an- 
fwered in furprife, that he had never taken notice either of the 
bridle or faddle. So much was he accuftomed by habit, when 
he was free from the neceffity of applying his mind to external 
bufmefs, to immerfe himfelf in the confideration of invifible 
truths, that he feemed at thofe times fcarce to have any fenfe 
cr memory left for earthly things (b). St. Bernard was parti- 
cularly 

(9) S. Bern. ep. 323. 



(I) Lord Bolingbroke, who of* 
tcndifplaycd his talent of writing, 
on {ubjeeVs with which he had 
little or no acquaintance, was ut- 
terly a ft ran jut to St. Bernard's 
character when lie patted on him 
the following moll urijull een- 
furc : 14 There is an ambition that 
" burns as hotly under the cowl 
" of a monk as in the bread of 
" an hero. The cell of Ber- 
" nard was a iccne of as much 



" intrigue, and as many ambi- 
" tious projects* as that of Fcr- 
" dinand the Catholick, or of 
" Charles V. . . . Bernard exer- 
<( eifed a far greater power in 
" his monallery, quietly and 
*' fafcly, than any that piinces 
" could boaft of, with all the 
" trouble and danger to which 
*' they Hood continually expo fed. 
" Appeals were made, and am- 
44 bafiadors lent to him from dif- 

" ferenr 
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cularly devoted to the BlefTed Virgin, as his works fufEcicntjy 
declare. In one of his miflions into Germany, being in die 
great church at Spire, he repeated thrice in a rapture, 0 me]a . 
ful! O pious/ O gracious Virgin Mary! which words the 
church added to the anthem Salve Regina y The cuflom was 
introduced from this devotion of St. Bernard to fine that an- 
them every day with great folemnity in the cathedral" of Spire. 
The lame is done every Saturday in the Ciflercian Order, and 
with particular devotion at La Trappe. 

Notwithstanding St. Bernard's love of retirement, obedience 
and zeal for the divine honour frequently drew him from his 
beloved cell. And fo great was the reputation of his learning 
and piety, that all potentates defired to have their differences 

deter- 



* c ferent people who folicited 
" him to give them laws," Sec. 
This noble lord could not have 
fallen into fo injurious a miftake, 
hnd he been at the pains of 
itudying the character of Jincere 
humility, compunction, charity 
and recollection which all this 
faint's actions breathed, ac- 
cording to the teftimony of all 
who knew him, and which his 
conftant flight of all dignities 
and honours, and the hiftory of 
his whole conduct make evident. 
This fpirit furvives him in the 
dead letter of his writings, and 
in the experimental and unaf- 
fected fentiments of thofe vir- 
tues which his heart continually 
difcovers in them, in a manner 
which no hypocrify or cnthu- 
fiafm could counterfeit. Nei- 
ther could the myfteries or fc- 
crets of divine love which the 
.Holy Ghoft maniferts in chofen, 
humble and mortified fouls, en- 
riched with his gift of fupcrna- 
turai prayer ; nor the paths of 
an interiour life, which this faint 
fo clearly points out and defcribes 
from the experience and fulnefs 
of his own foul, for the comfort 
and direction of thofe who delir* 



to walk in them, ever fall to the 
knowledge, or come from the 
pjn, of one not perfectly dead 
to the world and himfelf, and in 
whom the true fpirit of God dees 
not reign. If his lordfhip would 
confound this with the nonfenfe 
and impious jargon of emhuft- 
afts and hypocrites, he ought 
firft to have proved light and 
darknefs to be no longer diftin- 
guifhable. 1 hough he was Mill 
lefs acquainted with the fubject 
than with this father's writings, 
he could not have been willing 
to try his own fkili, or to find 
any like critick and mailer of 
flyle who fhould attempt to imi- 
tate the undtion of a Bernard or ft 
Thomas a Kempis. A Tully and 
a Seneca may fay the fineil things 
on moral virtues ; nor could they 
choofe any more noble fubjectto 
difplay the clearnefs of their un- 
derhand ing, the fruitful nefs ol 
their invention, and the charms 
and beauties of their eloquence. 
But the heroick feiitiiueim of 
humility, holy fear, divine love, 
&e. which St. Iternard express, 
can come only from a foul lull 
of their fpirit, 
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determined by him : bifhops regarded his dccifions as ora- 
cles or indifpenfable laws, and referred to him the mo ft im- 
portant affairs of their churches. The popes looked upon 
his advice as the greater! fupport of the holy fee, and all peo- 
ple had a very profound refpe<5r, and an extraordinary venera- 
tion for his perfon and fan ditty. It may be faid of him, 
that even in his folitude he governed all the churches of the 
Weft. But he knew how to join the love of filence, and in- 
tcriour recollection of foul with fo many occupations and em- 
ploys, and a profound humility with fo great elevation. The 
Jirfr occafion which called for his zeal abroad was a diflention 
between the archbifhop and citizens of Rheum, whom the 
faint reconciled, confirming his words by the miraculous cure 
of a boy that was deaf, blind and dumb, which lie performed, 
in that city, as is recorded by the abbot of St, Thierri. He 
oppofed the elections of unworthy perfons to the epifcopacy, 
or other ecclefiaftical dignities, with the zeal of an Elias, which 
ra i fed him many enemies, who fpared neither {landers nor in- 
vectives againft him. Their common-place topick was, that 
a monk ought to confine himfeJf to his cloifter. To this he 
anfwered, that a monk was a foldier of Chrift, as well as 
other Chriftians, and ought to defend the truth and the honour 
of God's fancruary. By his exhortations Henry archbifhop of 
Sens, and Stephen bifhop of Paris, renounced the court and 
their fecular manner of Jiving. Suger who was chofen abbot 
of St. Dennis in 11 22, was made by king Lewis VI. fur- 
named the Big, or the Fat, prime miniftcr, and by Lewis 
the Young for fome time regent of the kingdom: and 
the reins of the government of the French monarchy 
have feldom been put in the hands of an abler or better 
ftatefman. Whilft he held this employment he lived in 
great Hate, and St. Bernard reproached him in his Apology 
with having fifty attendants in his train. But lb efficacious 
were the difcourfes with which our faint entertained him on 
the obligations of his {rate, that he Jaid afide his worldly 
views, rciigncd all his polls, and {hut himfelf up in his abbey 
oi St. Dennis, and where he banifhed the court out of his 
abbey, rc-eftablHhud auitcrity and regular di/cipline, and made 
an edifying end in 1152, afier having built. in thiec years. and 
three months the llately church of tbui. abbey as it now lLaiudb (c). 

The 



M Suger was abbot of St. vaife has dcjnonil rated, in his 

J^cmiii, twenty-nine years, ten Ltjf of Sujr t t / 9 a^ainlt the mif- 

Jnoiitlis, from the year 11 2/, to taker, into which feveial cj eat 

1 1 in which he died on die authors have been Jed about ths 

^tJi of Janurary, Doin, (Jcr- year of his death. 
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The remarkable converfions of innumerable great princes and 
prelates wrote by St. Bernard, are too Jong to be Lnlerted. He 
often put ecclefiafticks in mind of their ftri6l obligation of giv- 
ing whatever they enjoyed of church revenues above a necef- 
fary maintenance to the poor. Thus he wrote to the dean of 
Languedoc (10) : " You may imagine that what belongs to 
« 6 the church, belongs to you while you officiate there. But j 
* c you are miftaken - ? for though it be reafonable that one who \ 
« c ferves the altar fhould live by the altar, yet mutt it not be 
« c to promote either his luxury or his pride. Whatever goes 
cc beyond bare nourifhment, and fimple plain clothing, is fa- 
CQ crilege and rapine." In this his own conduct was at all • 
times a & true model. In a great famine in 112.5, to relieve the j 
poor he often left his monks deftitute of all provifions. 1 
After the death of Honorius II. in 11 30, Innocent II. was \ 
chofen pope on the fame day by the greater number of cardi- j 
nals. But at the fame time a faction attempted to inveft with * 
that fupreme dignity cardinal Peter, the fon of Leo, who took the ] 
name of Anacletus. He had formerly been a monk of Cluni, j 
was an ambitious worldly man, and fo powerful that he got ] 
all the flrong holds about Rome into his hands. Innocent II. ] 
who was a holy man, and had been duly elected, was obliged j 
to fly to Pifa. Upon this unhappy conteft a council of French j 
bifliops was held at Etampes, twenty-five miles from Paris, to j 
which St. Bernard was invited. He ftrenuoufly maintained the 
juftice of Innocent's caufe, who was recognized by the coun- ! 
cil, and foon after came into France. He was fplendidly re- j 
ceived at Orleans by king Lewis the Big. St. Bernard waited J 
on him, and accompanied him to Chartres, where he met 
Henry I. king of England. That prince was at fir ft in- 
clined to favour the antipope, but was better informed byj 
St. Bernard, and perfuaded to acknowledge Innocent. Thej 
faint followed the pope into Germany, and was prefent at the,! 
conference which he had with the emperour Lothaire at Liege,; 
who recognized the lawful pope, but demanded of him the right 5 
of giving the inveltitures of biihopricks. St. Bernard's rcmon- ■ 
Frances flruck him dumb, and made him humbly alter his re- 
Volution. His Holinels held a council at Rheims in njiij 
and went from Auxerre to vifit Cluni and Clairvaux. At this] 
latter place he was received in proceflion, as in other places, . 
but without any fplendour : the monks were clad in coaric ha- 
bits, and before them was carried a homely wooden cruciiix, 
and they fung leifurcly and inodcllly hymns and anthems «** 
one lifting up their eyes or calling ihcm about to icc who was 

(19) Ep. 2. ad Fu3e. 
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near them. The pope and fcveral of his a fu /rants could not 
contain their tears at the fight. The bread which was ferved 
at table was made of coaric flour that had never been lifted : 
the repaft was made up of herbs and legumes : a diih of uih 
was got ready, but this was only for his Molinefs. J he j car 
foiloiving St. Bernard attended the pope into Italy, and recon- 
ciled to him Genoa and fome ether cities. At length he ar- 
rived with him at Home-, whence he not Jong after was lent 
into Germany, to make peace between the emperour Lo- 
thairc* II. and the two nephews of Huiry V. his prcdcccfibrj 
Com ad III. duke of b'uabii (who fuccccded Lothaire in the 
empire) and Frederick, the father to Frederick I. or Barbaroifa*, 
y/bo afcended the throne after Conrad. The faint in this 
journey iignalized every ftage he made by the convesfion of 
many Sinners, and among ethers of Aloide duchefs of JLor- 
iain, lifter to the emperour Lothairc, who had for a long time 
difiionoured her rank and religion by her fcandalous deport- 
ment. St. Bernard having happily pacified the tioubles of 
Germany, returned into Ita]y 5 being obliged by the pope to 
afJii'f. at the council of Pifa in 1 1 34, in which the fchifm.rickrs 
were excommunicated. After the conclufion of tins f/nod the 
pope fent him to Milan, to reconcile that city to the Holy 
See, He wrought there many miracles, and wherever lie 
came was received as a man font from heaven. He ealiiy in- 
duced the Milancze to renounce the i'chifm, and in all places, 
and in all affairs fuccceded to a miracle. The authors of his 
life remark that nothing was more admirable in him than hi'J 
extraordinary humility a mid it the grcateifc honour and reipecl 
imaginable with which he was every where treated (xi)* 

Having happily finifhed his negotiation at Milan, he returned 
to his dear folitude at Clairvaux, in the lame year I 134.1 and 
after performing his prayer in the chinch, made a moil pa- 
theu'ek affectionate difcourfc to his monks, l ie was foon after- 
called abroad into Ziritany; and afterwards into (juienne 3 
v/hcre William, the powerful and haughty duL e of that pro- 
vince, violently pcr/eeuted thofe that adhered to the ti lit: pope, 
and had on that account expelled die hjfhops of Toirieis and 
lajiioges. Gerard, biihop of Amzouleme, an abettor of the 
fchifm, encouraged him in thefe excelles. This William (who 
is ityled duke fometimes of Aqukain, fbmetiuie.s of CJuienne, 
Which was part of Acjuitain) was a prince of 'high birlh, im- 
nienfe wealth, a piiiantick llature and en.o f Ji of bodv, ami 
extraordinary abilities in worldly affairs: bin was in h'n> youth 



( 1 1 ) L. c. 4 
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impious, haughty and impatient of the leaft control. He 
feemed not to be able to live out of war, and was fo fhamelefsily 
abandoned to his pafiions and lufts, as to have kept his brother's 
wife three years by main force, glorying in his iniquities like 
Sodom. St. Bernard, in 1130, took an occafion to vifit the 
monaftery of Chatellicrs, which he had then lately founded in 
Poitou, on purpofe to have an opportunity of endeavouring to 
reclaim this prince from his fcandalous diforders. The duke 
Hftened to him with great refpe£t during feven days, and ap- 
peared to be much afTecled by his difcourfes on the laft things, 
and on the fear of God. Neverthelefs, he was not yet con* 
verted. St. Bernard, who had learned never to defpair of the 
molt obftinate finners, redoubled his tears, prayers and pious 
endeavours, till he had the comfort to fee him begin to open his 
heart to the divine grace. When he abetted the fchifm, the 
faint, by feveral conferences, brought him over to the obedience 
of the rightful pope, but could not prevail upon him to reftore 
the two bifhops whom he had unjuirly deprived of their fees. 
At length, he had recourfe to more powerful arms. He went 
to fay mafs, the duke and other fchifmaticks flaying without 
the door, as being excommunicated perfons. After the conse- 
cration, and the giving of the peace before the communion, the 
holy abbot put the hoft upon the paten, and carrying it 
out, with his eyes fparkling with tender zeal, tender charity 
and devotion, and his countenance all on fire, (poke to the 
duke no longer as a fuppliant, but with a voice of authority, as 
follows : " Hitherto we have intreated you and prayed you, 
** and you have always flighted us. Several fervants of God 
" have joined their intreatics with ours, and you have never 
" regarded them. Now therefore the Son of the Virgin, the 
4 * Lord and head of that church which you perfecute, comes in 
c< perfon to fee if you will repent. He is your judge, at whofe 
<c name every knee bends, both in heaven, earth and hell. He 
tc is the ju(t revenger of- your crimes, into whofe hands this 
" your obltinate font will one day fall. Will you defpife him? 
'* Will you he able to flight him as you have done his fervants? 
ct Will you?" Here the duke, not being able to hear any 
..more, fell down in a Iwoon. St. Bernard lifted him up, and 
bad him fait 1 to the bifhop of Poitiers, who was prefent. The 
afronilhod prince was not able to (peak, but went to the bifhop, 
and led him by the hand to his feat in the church; cxprefling 
by that action, that lie renounced the fchifm, and refroreci the 
hi (hop to his fee. Alter this ihe faint returned to the altar, and 
tiiuihcd the faciifice. A particular impulfc of the Holy Gliolj, 

the great authority of the faint, and the dignity with which this 
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man of miracles was enabled to perform fo extraordinary an ac- 
tion, make it an object of our admiration, though net of imita- 
tion. The abbot, leaving the churches of Guienne thus fettled in 
peace, returned to Clairvaux. But the duke, who had been a 
worldly and tyrannical prince, relapfed into his former habits, and 
committed new acts of violence. The faint being informed there- 
of, wrote him aftrong remonstrance, which, through the divine 
^ace, made fo deep an impreftion upon his mind, that hi* 
lion was rendered complete. From that time he honoured the 
bifliop of Poitiers fo much the more as he had formerly perfecuted 
nim. And Shortly after, refolving entirely to devote himfelf to a 
penitential life, he fent for this prelate, and in his prefence made 
his laft will, wherein he declared that: " In honour of our Sa- 
i " viour and all the faints, and being penetrated with forrow for 
[ « his innumerable fins, and with the fear of the laft judgment 5 
u like wife confidering that all the goods which v/e fecm to pof- 
I " fefs, vanifh in our hands like fmoke, and leave only bitternefs, 
u anguifh and pain, he was refolved to forfake-all things in order 
" to follow God, and to obtain more perfectly his holy Jove* 
u He added, that he left his daughters under the protection of 
" the king, and defired that Eleanor, the elder of them, fhould 
t( marry him, if the barons of Aquitain confented, giving to 
" her Aquitain and Poitou, and to his daughter Petronilla 
" his eftates in Burgundy, and to all the monafteries in his 
" dominions one thoufand livres of yearly rent to be difiributed 
" by his barons (£)." After this he put on the habit of a pil- 
grim, entered upon an auftere courfe of life, and undertook a 

Mm 2 peni- 



[t>) His younger daughter Pe- 
lonilla was married to Rudolph, 
omit of Vermandois, a prince 
f the royal family. Eleanor the 
Mcr was married to king Lew- 
s the Young, in 1 1 37 ; but be- 
teie inlupportable to him by her 
aughtinefs, was convicted of 
iiuhery in Syria, and an impe- 
llent of confanguinity being 
licov'Kred, a fentcnce of divoico 
^ pronounced by the pope. 
HVg Lewis generoufty reilored 
creitates, which many others 
°«Ul have found pretences to 
;e P> and me immediately mar- 
} Henry earl of Anjou, and 
],{c vi' Normandy, who fuc- 



ceeded king Stephen in the throne 
of England, and became the 
moll powerful monarch then in 
Chrtticndom, being king of Eng- 
land, lord of Ireland, duke of 
Normandy and Aquitain, and 
earl of Anjou, Poitou, Touraine 
and Maine. He laid claim to 
the eajldom of Touloufc, pre- 
tending it ro be a pare of the 
dutch/ of Aijuiiain. Thus this 
marriage became a fourco of 
bloody wat:;, which ior above: 
three hundred ycnin divided 
Jingland and France, and moie 
than once brought this hitter 
kingdom to the brink of ruin, 

Thefe vv^r& wcie foinetiiijeii in- 

r;'rrupn*d„ 
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penitential pilgrimage to Compoftella, in which fome fa" ] jC 
died at Leon in Spain. Others tell us he furvivcd this pilgri- 
mage, and palled fome time in an hermitage in a wildernefc 
before God called him to himfelf (c). Thus by the prudence and 
zeal of St. Bernard was the fchifm extinguifhed in fo 
kingdoms 5 but it was '{till protected by Roger, king of Sicily, 
and duke of Calabria. The pope called the faint to Viterbo in 
11 37? an ^ thence lent him to this prince. Bernard, in a pub- 
lick conference at Salerno, convicted Anaclet's partifaus of 
fchifm, and brought over many per fans of diflinclion to the 
union of the church : bur Roger having ambitious views to 
maintain the ufurped pollcifion of the duchy of Beneventi 
continued inflexible. Vhe faint foretold his defeat in a battle 
he was preparing to fight with duke Raruilph, whole forces were 
much inferiour in number : and taking leave of him haftened 
back to Clairvaux. The death of the antipopc, in i i ?8, 
opened a way to the peace of the church \ for though the fchif- 
maticks chofe one Gregory to the papacy, he iurrendeied his 
pretenfions to Innocent II. Hereupon Bernard fued to the pope 
for the pardon of thole who had been engaged in the fchifm. 

T.he faint faw himfelf obliged to exert his zeal alio in main- 
taining the purity of the cathoiick faith, which he employed lb j 
often and with fuch fuccefs in the fupport of its unity and difci- ' 
pline. He heard of no dangerous innovator in the doctrine of 

One of thclc 
or Abailard [cl) y in whole 



the church with whom he did not enter the lifts, 
was the unhappy Peter Abelard, 



writings 



terruptcd, but always broke out 
again with frefh fury. The mu- 
tual jealoufy and feuds between 
the two nations were bc^un in 
the reign of the Noiman conque- 
rour, and were continually in- 
creafed by a jarring of intereils, 
cfpecially after this debate. Not- 
tvithllandinj:; the afporfions which 
many hillouans have c;il upon 
the memory of queen I/Jeanor, 
the heirefs o( Cjiuenne, M. Ar- 
cere, an Oratorian [Uijloin: tir (a 
wil.'e l*i Ri'Jjt/lr, #•/ du Pah 
if sMi<ih, printed at Roehclle in 

J 7 V 7 ) > ^ a '' drawn up an elegant 
and ingenious apology for her, 

in wli'u 1» he feu, her character in 
;i new l\°ht, 



(c) Duke William V. was the 
lail male defcendant from Ra- 
nulph, a prince of the houfe of 
Burgundy, who had been made 
by Charles the Bald, in 344, lit ft 
duke of Aquitain, upon the ex- 
tinction of that kingdom whith 
had been erected "by Charle- 
magne in favour of his Ion 
Lewis J)ebonnair, and continual 
in fome prince or other ol the 
royal family of France till that 
time. 

(</) This fubtle philofopkr j 

W.'is bom near Nanus, and niter 
learning the firil rudiment:, ot , 
the leience:., gave tunnel! up 
wholly to the iludy of the irho- 

lallick philofophy. Utf « :h J 

in oft 
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writings certain errours were difcovered, which were con- 
demned in the council of Soiflbns, in 1121, and he fo far ac- 
quiefced in the cenfure as to cait his book into the flames, hi 
1139, William, abbot of St. Thierry, di (covered feveral erro- 
neous principles in his later writings, and informed Geofrey, 
bifhop of Chartres, who was legate of the holy fee, and St. Ber- 

M m 3 nard, 



in ok acute difputant, and whilft 
a iiuJeat in los$ick, fomctimes 
fc*:ned too hard for his mailer, 
the famous William of Cijam- 
jvar::, then archdeacon of Paris. 
Having a great opinion of his 
own parts, he was very dehrous 
to commence profeilbr, and hav- 
in» obtained a licence wnen lie 
was very young, began to teach 
Iodide frit at ivlelun, and i'oon 
tf-er at Paris. Abltracted rea- 
f«)iiin»s were his delight, and it 
Wilis hia pride to wrangle wmi 
the other mailers at all publick 
d;f;-i!tations. The elFedt of his pre- 
lump'.ion was the lo s both of his 

faith and of his chaitity. Ful- 
bert, a canon of Paris, had a 
niece of great wit and beauty, 
named ideifa, whom he brought 
up to learning, and chofe Abe- 
hrd to teach her logick. tiy 
un.ni -irdedly converfmg together 
a paHiun "'.in kindled in their 
hi alls, and Abelard defired the 
untie co take him to board, un- 
der pretence that he could by that 
means mure oalily ailill her in her 

ili'iii'S. I**ul bct'C readily agieed 
to hi;, requeil, neither miilruiling 
tin: virtue of his niece, nor the 
puhlence of the mailer, who was 
isi holy oulers, and enjoyed a 
pivhe«ul iJut this was not to 
know mankind, or the danger 
of livini- in the occahon of iin. 
I nvy fell, and the uncle was the 
lail jHMiun in the neighbourhood 
tmrJulpuclcd the crime. When 

lie found it out, lie turned Abu- 



lard out of doors : but Eloifa 
followed him into his own coun- 
try, and was there brought to 
bed of a boy, who was called 
Altrolabe. AbeJard, whom her 
injured friends, by an unjuft 
crime and violence, made an 
eunuch, took the monailick ha- 
bit at St. Dennis's, out of (name, 
not out of devotion, as he con- 
feifes ; and Eloi'la put on the veil 
at Argenteuil. Abelard was ex- 
pelled the abbey foon after, and 
bemg cited to a council at Soif- 
fons in 1 1 2 1 , was obliged to 

throw his book, On the -Trinity in- 
to the fire, and was flmt up in 
the iuo nailery of St. Medard at 
Coitions. Being releafecl, he let 
himfelf again to teach near 
Troves, and there, with the bi- 
fiiop's leave, founded a church 
for his fcholars, which lie called 
farad et, or the Comforter, he- 
caufe he there found comfort and 

re/refhinent after his troubles. 
JJeing cholen aobot of St. Gil* 
das's of Ruis, near Nantes, in 
Ihitany, lie pave this tirll fettle- 
ment to i'iloila, and ionic other 
nuns who chofe to follow lie]*, 
and Ihe governed this nunnery 
of Pnraclet as priorefs. Abelard 
drew up ufeful rides and coniti- 
turions f u r that h-mfe, a copy of 
which i;i prelerved in the abbey 
of Paiaclet 'f he famous letters 
that palled between him and 
Kl(ji';i fhew tm-y wee m,t jet 
penitem.'i : the inii t:it\ oiitum of 
a true convcjiiuii rctJuiKi- not 

only 
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nard, faying, they were the only perfons who could cmfh the 
mifchief in its embryo. St. Bernard wrote a ftrong letter of 
private admonition to Abelard, but was anlwcred by infults 
and loud complaints. He informed pope Innocent II. of Abe- 
lard's errours and conduct by a long letter, and alio wrote to 
feveral French prelates upon that fubje£L A council of hi (hops 
met at Sens in 1140, upon this affair. St. Bernard was unwilling 
to appear, acquainting the bifhops it was their bufmefs. Here- 
upon Abelard triumphed, and his friends faid, Bernard was 
afraid to encounter him face to face. The faint therefore was 
obliged to be prefent. But Abelard, who dreaded above all 
things the eloquence and learning of the holy abbot, only pre- 
fented himfelf in the council, to hear the charge drawn up by 
St. Bernard out of his own book, read againft him. For he 
declined giving any exprefs anfwer to the articles charged upon 
him, though he had the liberty given him to do it, had very 
favourable judges, and was in a place where he had no reafon 
to fear any thing. After having recourfe to Ihifts, he appealed 
to the pope, and then withdrew from the fy nod with thofe of 
his party. The bifliops condemned fourteen propofitions ex- 
tracted out of his works, and wrote to pope Innocent II. who 
confirmed their fentence, impofed perpetual filence on Abelard 
as an heretick, and ordered that he fhould be imprifoned. Abe- 
lard wiote an apology, in which he gave a catholick expofttion 
to feveral or his propofitions. St. Bernard accufed him of de- 
nying the Trinity with Arius, of deftroying the incarnation 
with^Neft-orius, of taking away the neceffity of grace with Pe- 
Jagius, of having bragged that he was ignorant of nothing; of 
being never willing to lay of any thing, Nefcio^ 1 do not know 
it: of pretending to expound inexplicable things, to compre- 
hend incomprehenfible myftcries, and to give reafons for wh.it 
is above reafon. It is manifeft from his Apology, and chiefly 
from his book, entitled, ///; Introduction to Theology <> which had 

railed 



only diftancc of place, but an 
entire change of heart, and re- 
nouncing of correfpondence, or 
whatever elfe could entertain or 
renew their fondnefs. The llyle 
jn thefe letters is affected, not 
natural, eafy, and truly polifhed 
and elegant; though they are not 
deditute of wit and fome beau- 
tics. Abelard enjoyed fome tran- 
quillity, after the condemnation 
mi certain points of Iiis doctrine 



at Soiubns, till rha year n?'-'- 
Ills works conJiil of letters, 
hiitory of his own misfortune, 
an ir.t'oduction to theology, 
fraught with r.cvelties and t; 
rourv, and feveral oilier philoso- 
phical and theological iradif- 
They make a volume in quail 0 ! 
primed at Paris in 1016. Sec 
JJr. Cave Hilt later, and Abc- 
laid, Hijhriu calu/mlulum fit* 
rum. 
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raifed this ftorm, that he advanced feveral propofitions abfolute- 
Jy heretical, others which though he expounded them more fa- 
vourably, were new, harm, and intolerable. One of the er- 
rours contained at this day in his writings is the fyftem of the 
Optimifts, renewed by Leibnitz, pretending that every thing 
in the world being the beft, God could not have made or done 
any thing any other way than he has done it. After he had 
publifhed his Apology, he fet out on his journey towards Rome : 
but flopping at Cluni, he was perfuaded by the abbot, Peter 
the Venerable, to recall whatever he had wrote which gave of- 
fence, and to wait upon St. Bernard. He did fo, and was re- 
conciled to him. W"ith the pope's leave he resolved to fpend 
the remainder of his Jife at Cluni, and behaved himfelf there 
with great humility and piety for two years. Towards the end 
of his life he was fent for his health to the monafteiy of St. Mar- 
cellus at Challons upon the Seine, where he died in 1142, be- 
ing fixty three years old. His body was fent to the abbey of 
Paraclet, to be interred, and Peter the Venerable wrote to Elo- 
ifa an edifying account of his death. Arnold of Brefcia, his 
difciple, was not fo happy as to imitate his repentance and fub- 
miflion. He was a native of Brefcia in Italy, became a fcholar 
of Abelard, took the habit of a monk, and falling into many 
errours, preached them at the head of armed troops, firfi in 
France, and afterward in Italy. He taught, that neither the 
pope nor the clergy ought to pofTefs temporal eftates ; and erred 
about feveral other articles of faith, St. Bernard, by his writ- 
ings and labours, oppofed the ravages of this w >lf in fheep'g 
clothing. St. Bernard drew his portrait in lively colours, when 
among other things he fays : <c Arnold of Brefcia is a man who 
" neither eats nor drinks, becaufe, like the devil, he thirfts 
" only after the blood of fouls. His converfation has nothing 
" but fweetnefs, and his doctrine nothing but poi fon. He has 
" the head of a dove, but the tail of a fcorpion." His defcrip- 
tion of Abelard is not lefs ftrong. He fays he was a man al- 
ways unlike himfelf, altogether equivocal and unco nil ant : thai 
he had nothing of a monk but the name ant! habit, and that his 
life was the con t raft of his character or profeflion. He adds, to 
cxprefs his vanity, that he knew every thing that is in heaven 
and earth, but himfelf- Another perfon of eminence in that 
aj>e, by deviating from the fcripture and tradition to philofo- 
phize on the myiteries of religion, adulterated their finipJicity, 

1 his was Gilbert de la Porrce, a famous pro(eilor of Thcoloiry 
at Poitiers, and at length bifliop of that city. Lie was accuUd 
°f heterodox opinions by his two archdeacons. J i is doc*lrinc 

was begun to be examined in an aflemblyol prelates at Auxerre, 
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in 1 147? and continued in another held at Paris the fame year, 
before pope Eugenius III. who was lately come into France. 
St. Bernard, on account of his eloquence and learning, was 
pitched upon to open the charge; but as Gilbert denied that he 
had ever advanced the proportions imputed to him 9 it was de- 
creed that his writings fhould be examined, and the decifion re- 
fcrvcu to the council which was to be held at Rhcinis the year 
following. In this fecond fynod Gilbert openly maintained wha: 
he had taught in his writings, that the godhead, or form by 
which God is Go J, is really diftinguiflicd from God : ltkewif 
that his wifdom, jufticc, and other attributes, arc not really 
God h!n*felf; that the divine nature or offence is really diflinct 
from the three perfons, and that the divine nature was not in- 
carnate, but only the fecond Pcrfbrt, which he held to be realty 
dillincl from the nature. St. Bernard demonflratcd that no 
real dif:in£Lion can be admitted between the nature and the per- 
fons, or between the attributes and the nature, or between the 
attiibutes themfelves : for in God all is perfect unity and fim- 
plicity, without any real diflincrion, except that of relation be- 
tween the three Performs; any other real multiplicity inu ft pro- 
duce n conipofition repugnant to the eflential liroplicity and uni- 
ty of God. Four proportions of Gilbert were confuted by this 
council;, and he himfclf retracled and condemned them. On 
this account his perfon was fpared. Some of his difciples con- 
tinued to maintain his erroneous opinions, and are confuted by 
St. Bcrnaid (12). Gilbert died in 1154 {e). The hcrcfies 
broached by Abelard, Gilbert, and many others at this time, 
took their rife from an abufe of the fcholaftick theology, as Abe- 
lard himfelf acknowledged after his convcrfion ( J 3)> making 
a long enumeration of errours which fprung up in his time, 
'i no holy fcripturcs, and the tradition or' the church bring the 
fourcos and loundation of all genuine theology, St. Anfelrn J ai/ed 
on them his excellent fiiudluru. by bnn<Mi-n7 the different pans 
more into ordtr. under general heads, and illuiti ating each pint 
with the additional brce of In'Mcal roafonin^. This method 



was followed by al! found fchola-! icks, efpecially St. L hfinias, 
whole divine fen-no* was del ived from his periecTl: fkill in the 
holy fcriptures, and in the writings of the mo ft approved la- 
thers 3 taking St. Aullin for his chief guide in c;uefhons of fpe- 

culation, 

(12) Serm. Ro. in Cunt. (13) Abel. Theol. Chrlllian. 1. 3 * 4 • 

{,) The works of ( i ilbcrtus publillied hyJ>om f aikcDadi' , r>% 
Poi ret. inns are only ex Unit in on 1 1 i s note on (Juibwt oi f\o- 
manuieiipc, except one letter i*e«l. 
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culation, St. Ambrofe and St. Gregory in moral refolutions, 
and St. Chryfoftom in the interpretation of the holy fcriptures: 
lis employs human reafoning with the moft happy penetration, 
hut fo as to make it every where fubfervient to thefe principles, 
jjuc thefe were quite loft fight of by fome who, in the fhoal of 
philofophcrs and theologians which appeared in the twelfth age, 
ourfued, in many queflions, only the fubtil imaginations of 
tlicir own refining genius : a rock again ft which many great 
men have fufFered fhipwreck in faith (f). St* Bernard op- 

po fed 



(f)The General Study of Pa- 
ris, do it was at full called, was 
founded by Charlemagne about 
the year Koo. King Lewis VI. 
icrnameJ the Big, or the .Fat, 
not only a great fcliolar, but 
,1 molt zealous patron of the fai- 
ences. He fucceeded his father 
Philip X. in 1 1 10. By his pro- 
tection and encouragement, Un- 
dies bsgan to flourifh exceeding- 
ly, and there were in his reign 
more itudents than citizens at 
Paris, to which the name of Aca- 
demy was iirit given about that 
tiir.j. In the following century 
i: was called the Univeriity, from 
the whole circle of fciences be- 
ing there taught. The number 
o{ lludents was much incrcafed 
b> the liberty which every one 
h.A of diipo/ing of himfclf as he 
pLiied, after .Lewis the Dig had 
tiUuhliied many levere cuiloms 
concerning- valfalages, and be- 
[ r in tu looien the hard fervitude 
<>l Ut" people under their immc- 
uiau: loul.s, who were a kind of 
lubaltem iovcrcigns in their own 
C'H.vu^. So many let up ior teach- 
er, and ionic, like Abelard, 
b!J their leflbns at fo dear a rate, 
lh*U Inc h :uj abide lluod in need 
°l .1 »e limine. Jicohtns or Scho- 
lillnL'i were ellablifhed in c:u 
t'tuliaL in the eleventh century, 
v -'io often governed the hilltops 

kimuaiics. An order was pub- 



limed in the twelfth century, 
that none fhould teach without 
their licenfe. In univerfi'ies aca- 
demical degrees were introduced 
in the fame age for this purpofe 
of licenfing perions to teach. 
Some moderns falfely afcribe 
their inilitution at jBoloena to 

CD 

Gratian, and at Paris to Peter 
Lombard, and Gilbert de la 
Poiree, before this latter went to 
Poitiers (EgaiTius Bulxus, Hid. 
Univerf. Paris, p. 255.. Eaillet 
Jugm. des Scav. T. r. p. 203.) 
See this groundlefs a/Tertion con- 
futed by the authors of the Hi/l* 
L.tcrairr (T. 9. p. 8j.) The de- 
gree of Licentiate was firfr. given 
at Paris in the twelfth age, and 
confuted originally in a publick 
licenfe given to teach. Soon af- 
ter that of Mailer or Doclor was 
added. In conferring this de- 
gree a wand or bacillus was deli- 
vered : whence the name Eacca-- 
laureus. This title was, fome 
time after, made an inferiour 
diilinc't degree. The Regular Ca- 
nons were always part of the 
clergy, and deilincd to lac red 
lludies and the functions of the 
divine miniiliy. Their fa/nous 
fchool and monaflery of St. Vic- 
tor at Paris, which before was a 
final] chapel, was ellablilhed for 
this very end in 1113, by Lewis 
the J>ig. The celebrated William 

of Champeaux was the full prior. 

lJugh 
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pofed this fatal abufe with that erudition and eloquence of which 
his works are a ftanding monument. The Ciftercian Order 
in its origin, like the Carthufians, was devoted to the practice 
of penance, afliduous contemplation, and the angelical function 
of finging the divine praifes. Wherefore it did not admit the 
ordinary diffipation of fcholaftick difputations. Yet we find a 
foundation made for teaching little children in a monaftery of 
this Order in the diocefs of Bazas, in 1128 (14). And learn- 
ed 

(14) Martenne Voyage Liter, in 171 7. T. 2. p. 10. 



Hugh of St. Vi&or, a native of 
Ypres, was the third prior and 
profefibr in this houfe. He was 
fur named the 'Tongue of St. dujlin, 
whofe doctrine he every where 
expounds, without involving him- 
felf in the labyrinth of obfcure 
speculations, of which wc have 
a proof in his treatiie on the fa- 
craments. He was intimately 
linked with St. Bernard, who 
was fenfibly afflicted at his death, 
which happened in 1141* the 
fortieth of his age. His piety 
ihines in his excellent ipiritual 
and myftical tracts, which yet 
are not eqaal to thofe of his 
fcholar, the eminent contempla- 
tive Richard of St. Victor, who 
was fifth prior of this mcnaftcry, 

and died in 1173- ^ e was 3 
Scotfman by birth : his myftical 

treatifes on charity, contempla- 
tion, and the interiour man, arc 
full of excellent matter, though 
the ftyle is often low. A conteil 
arofe at that time between the 
Regular Canons and the monks 
and friars, the former pretending 
that the latter ought, after the 
example of the ancient Egyptian 
monks, to be more employed in 
manual labour, with their cx<t- 
cifes of prayer and contempla- 
tion, than in Undies or in teach- 
ing fchool. This maxim was 
efpoufed by the zealous reformer 
of La Trnppc. But the learned 

Mabillon has fully j unified their 



ftudies and fchools in his modeft 
anlwer to that abbot. See his 
Traite dts Eludes Monafiqmu 
Learned men who became monks 
have always been allowed to pur- 
fue their rtudies in thatftate; 
and many in every age have thus 
been eminently ufefbl to the 
church. To ferve it, monko, 
in many places, began to have 
fchools from the fixth age down- 
wards, and monaileries became 
the chief nurferies of learning for 
feverai ages. Sacred fludies and 
fpiritual functions of the miniftry, 
if performed equally in a fp hit of 
humility and penance, are excel- 
lent fubftiuted in lieu of manual 
labour with regard to perfons 
endowed with fuitable talents: 
though with refpeel to others 
who ferve not the church, and 
have no right to live by the al- 
tar, St. An din, in an exprefs 
treatife, confirms the principle 
upon which abbot Ranee recom- 
mends penitential labour, as fuch 
monies are not applied to the 
more noble and more ufeful fpi- 
ritual labours. What incompa- 
rable advantages, in every re- 
fpeel, hath not the church derived 
from the literary and apollolical 
labours of many religious men ! 
Several Orders, not only of re- 
gular clergy, but alio of other, 
as the Preaching Piiars.frV. were 

cftablifhed chicJiy for thefe par- 
pofes . 
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ed men were every where received into it, and allowed all means 
of improving themfelves in the fciences, and of thus ferving the 
church. The firft founders, SS. Alberick, Stephen and Ber- 
nard, were perfons eminently learned. Conrad, fon of Henry 
duke of Bavaria, was famous for his learning at Cologn, before 
he profefled himfelf a monk at Clairvaux, in 11 26. Henry, a 
fon of king Lewis the Big, who was a monk under St. Bernard, 
and afterwards fuceeflively bifhop of Beauvais, and archbifhop 
of Rheims, was a good fcholar : and many among the moft 
eminent doctors in the church embraced this infticute. The 
revifion of the bible, made by St. Sbephen and his brethren, 
proves that fome of them then underftood the oriental languages. 
To encourage learning, St. Bernard was very folicitous to fur- 
nifhall his monafleries with good libraries ( 15). The manual la- 
bour in which the Ciflercian and Benedictine monks at that time 
employed tbemfelves,was not only to till theground, but frequent- 
ly to copy books : feveral beautifully illumined, which were writ 
at Clairvaux, in St. Bernard's time, are ftill fhewn there (16). 

The great reputation of the fanchty of St. Bernard and his 
monks drew many great men to his Order. The monaftery of 
Clairvaux, which is at prefent a mofr /lately and fpacious flruc- 
ture, was in his time a low and mean building : vet he left in it 
at his death feven hundred monks. He founded before his death 
one hundred and fixty other monafteries : andtbeir number Was 
fo much increafed after his death, that before the diflblution of 
monafreries in Britain and the northern kingdoms, eight hun- 
dred abbeys were fubjedl to Clairvaux, being Filiations of that 
houfe. In 1126, Otho, the fon of Leopold, duke of Auftria, 
•nit) of Agnes, daughter to the emperour Henry IV. brother to 
the emperour Conrad III. with fifteen other young German 
piinccs, one of whom was Henry earl of Carinthia, made their 
monaftick profetfion together at Morimond : in 1 1 1 5, thirty 
gentlemen had done the fame on one day at Citcaux : a com- 
pany of young noblemen did the like at Bonncvaux : once at 
Clairvaux one hundred novices took the habit on the fame day. 
1 he Cillercian annals, and Le Nain, mention two perfons of 
quality who profefled themfelves lay-brothers in this Older, the 
one to be fhephcrd of the monaftery, the other, whole name 
was Li fa rd, to keep the hogs. In 1120, Alexander, a prince 
of the royal blood of Scotland, and in 1172, Silo, a learned 
and famous profeifor at Paris, and Alan, another profefior in 
the fame place, lb renowned for his Jkill jn theology, and all 

other 
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other fciences, that he was Turnamed the Univerfal Doctor 
humbly made . their profeflion among the Ciftercians in the qua- 
lity of lay-brothers. Evrard, earl of Mons, was fo touched 
•with compunction for a fin he had committed in war in Era- 
bant, that in his return homewards from that expedition, hav- 
ing difguifed himfelf in mean apparel, he fet out at midnight, 
and, unknown to any one, performed a penitential pilgrimage 
to Rome and Compoftella. After his return he hired himfeif, 
in the fame fpirit of penance, .to keep fwine under the lay-bro- 
thers in a farm belonging to the abbey of Morimond. Some 
years after, a fervant of two officers who in the army had been 
under his command, .coming to this farm to enquire the road, 
knew him by his voice and features, and in furprife went and 1 
told his mailers that their lord was there, and keeper of the \ 
hogs. They rode up to the place, and though he at fir ft tirove 3 
to difguife himfelf, they knew him; and difmounting, em- 
braced him with tears of joy 5 and all pofHble tokens of relpecl:. 
When they had informed the abbot,' ho came down to the farm, ■ 
and learned the truth from the holy penitent's own mouth, who •• 
confefTed to him his fin with a flood of tears.. The abbot per- j 
fuaded him to' take the religious, habit, and to complete the fa- j 
crifice of his penance in the monaftery. Evrard. received the ; - 
advice with great humility and joy, and acknowledging him{"elf 3 
xnoft unworthy, made his monaftick. profeflion. About the j 
fame time, he founded the abbey of -Einberg in Germany, and a 
that of Mount St. George in Thuringia. This happened in 3 
1142. His holy death is recorded in the Necrology of the Ci- | 
Mercians oh the twentieth of March. The lay- brothers were at ; 
that time very numerous in this Order : St. Bernard had a par- j 
ticular affection for them, and it feemed his greateft pleafure to ? 
inftrucl: them in the interiour paths of perfect virtue. It is re- j 
corded of one of them at Clairvaux, that he had fo perfectly fub- ■■ 
dued the paflion of anger, as always to feel in his heart, inflcad ; 
of any motion of impatience, a particular affection and fenfiblc \ 
tendernefs for any one from whom he. received an injury. It; 
was his conftant cuftom to fay an Our Father for every one that ( 
did him any wrong, fpoke harfhly to him, or accufed him of? 
any fault in chapter: which practice has from him parted intoaj 
rule in this Order. Ascertain monk, named Nicholas, whoflij 
St. Bernard had converted from a fecular life in the world, was; 
much afflicted that he lived in the company of faints without the] 
fpirit of cbmpunEfeion. St. Bernard comforted him, and by hisj 
prayers' obtained for him that gift in fo eminent a degree, that; 
even 'when he eat, - travelled or converfed with others, tears, 

trickled down his cheeks. Our faint' had, at Clairvaux, a; 

monfc 
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monk whofe name was Bernard, and who , took his furname 
from Pife in Italy, of which city he- was. a native. He. was a 
pcrfon of learning and abilities, and had macte fuch progrefs in 
monaftick perfection, that when pope Innocent II. repaired, 
and °"ave to St. Bernard, the monafzery of the Three Fountains, 
commonly called of SS. Vincent and Anaflafius, near Rome, 
the faint appointed him fir ft abbot of the' colony which- he plant- 
ed there. Innocent II. died in 1 143 : his fucceflbur Celeftine If* 
lived in the pontificate only five months and fome days* and 
Lucius II. who followed him, died about the end of his firft 
year, on the twenty fixth of February, 1145. The abbot Ber- 
nard, of Pifa, was chofen in his place, and took the name of 
Eugenius III. St. Bernard was ffruck with furprife at the new?, 
and wrote to the cardinals, conjuring them to afiift him with 
their beft advice. Fearing left fo great an exaltation fhould 
make him forget himfelf, and fome of the high obligations of 
his charge, he wrote to him five books, Of Conjideration^ pref- 
finfr upon him, without flattery, the various duties of his Na- 
tion, and flrongly recommending to him always to referve time 
for felf-examination and daily contemplation, applying himfelf 
ftili to this more than to bufinefs. He proves to him, that con- 
fideration ferves to form and to employ in the heart all. virtues* 
He puts the pope in mind, that he is in the utmoft danger of 
falling, by the multiplicity of affairs, into a fbrgetfulnefs of 
himfelf, and hardnefs of heart j the thought of which danger 
made the faint tremble for him, and tell him, that his heart was 
was already hardened, and made infenfible, if he did not con* 
tinually tremble for himfelf. Moft fucceeding popes have high- 
ly efteemed, and been accuftomed often to read this excellent 
work . 

King Lewis the Big died in 11 37, leaving five fons befides 
Lewis his fucceflbur 5 namely Henry, a monk of CJairvaux, 
who died archbifhop of Rheims : Robert, count of Dreux, head 
of that royal branch, Jong fince extincT: ; Peter, lord of Courte- 
nay, of which territory he married the heirefs ; from whom is 
descended the prefent family of Courtenays in France ; Phi- 
lip, archdeacon of Paris (who being chofen bifhop, modefr- 
ly yielded that dignity to Peter Lombard) and Hugh, of 
whom we have no particular account. The father, after the 
death of his eldeft fon Philip, had caufed Lewis go be crowned 
in his own life time ; who thereupon, for diftinciion, was 
called Lewis the Young, which furname he retained evgn 
after his father's death. . The Chriftians in Paleftine were at that : 
time much diftreffed. The Latins had, by the firft crufade, 

erected 
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created there four principalities (g) 9 namely, that of Ede^ 
which comprehended a large country that lay upon the Eu- 
phrates ; thofe of Tripoly and Antioch, which were extended 
all along the fea of Phoenicia ; and laftly, the kingdom of Jeru- 
falem, which by the death of Fulk, in 1 142, was devolved on 

his 



{g) The Saracen empire was 

extended by Mahomet's imme- 
diate fuccefTours over Arabia, 

Perfia, part of the Indies, Egypt, 
Syria, and many other provinces 
of Afia. Muavias, great grand- 
fon of Ommias, made Damafcus 
the feat of the caliphat in 660. 
His pofterity, called the Ommi- 
ades> reigned till 750, when 
Mervan II. the la ft prince of that 
family, being flain, this empire 
was divided into three. Salim, 
general of the Chorafmi, made 
himfelf fultan of Egypt, Abuba- 
las, or Mahamed of Perfia, and 
Abballa II. was founder of the 
Abbafidas caliphs at Damafcus. 
His fucceffour and brother Abu- 
giafar, fumamed from his victo- 
ries Almanfor, built Bagdat up- 
on the ruins of Seleucia, near 
the Tigris. It was thirty eight 
miles from the ancient Babylon 
which flood upon the Euphrates, 
yet was often called Babylon, 
and became the refidence of thefe 
caliphs. In the twelfth century 
the caliphat continued there with 
a nominal facred jurifdiction, 
whilll thofe who obtained the 
empire were called Sultans or 
Soldans, which words are by fome 
explained King of kings. (See 

Du Cangc, V. Soldau.) To- 
wards the tenth age the Turks 
from Great Tartary were often 
intermixed in the armies of the 
Mahometans in Ada, io that the 
hi'lorians of thofe times cull the 
fame people fomctimes Turks 

and fomctimes Saracens, till thefe 



latter were entirely fubdued by 
the former: though properly thefe 
infidels are generally to be called 
rather Saracens than Turks, till 
in 1300 the foundation was laid 
in Afia of the Ottoman Turkiih 
fovereignty which fwallowed up 
that or the Saracens. Salfuk 
was the firft Turkifh leader that 
turned Mahometan, and was head 
of the Salfuccian family of ful- 
tans, that reigned, fome in Per- 
fia, fome in Syria, and others in 
Afia Minor. Tangrolipix, grand - 
fon of Salfuk, became the firii 
Turkilh fultan of Perfia in 1050. 
His nephew Cutlu Mofes fub- 
dued part of Armenia, Cappado- 
cia, Pontus, and Bithynia, and 
eredled the Mahometan king- 
dom of LefTer Afia, making Nice 
the place of his refidence. His 
fon Soliman was difpofleffed of 
moft of his dominions by the 
Chriftian princes in the firit cru- 
fade ; and this Soliman's Ion 
Mahomet was entirely outed by 
Mufat fultan pf Iconium (a city 
in Cappadocia) who was a de- 
puty under the fultan of Damaf- 
cus, of the fame Salfuccian fa- 
mily, Tangrolipix was luc- 
cecded in Peiiia by his nephew 
Axan, who made Mclech and 
Ducat, Turks of the fame fami- 
ly, fultans of Daniafcu*. Jcru- 
fnlem had been conquered by 
Omar, the fecond caliph, m 
637, and had groaned under ihe 
yoke of the Saracens tour hun- 
dred forty two yeart>, till, in z c 79» 

the TuiLim iuhans took their 

plauc. 
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his (on Baldwin III. only thirteen years of age. The Saracen 
caliphs at Bagdat having lately loft their empire, refer ved only 
a facred authority as interpreters of the Mahometan law ; for 
the Salfuccian Turks, who embraced their religion* obtained 

th e 



place. The ChrifHans of Pale- 
ftine had fuffered this flavery 
under their new matters twenty 
years, when the firfl crufade, or 
holy war for their deliverance 
was fet on foot. Alexis I. 
(Comnenus) the Greek emperour, 
had earneilly folicited the pope 
to intercede with the Weftern 
princes to fend him powerful fuc~ 
cours againfl the infidels. Ur- 
ban II. coming into France, held 
a council at Clermont in Au- 
vergne, in ioo£, where the pro- 
ject of the crufade was concerted. 
Peter, a famous hermit near 
Amiens, who having made a pil- 
grimage to the Holy Land, had 
been touched with companion at 
the fight of the miferies which 
the Chriftians there fuffered, 
and had brought from them 
moving letters to implore fuc- 
cour, was fo great an instrument 
; in promoting the defign, that, 
! by an imprudent refolution, he 
was chofen general to lead the 
forces into the Eaft. Philip I. 
who was then king of France, 
was a prince too much addicted 
to pleafurc, and too infamous by 
Ms irregularities to be capable of 
any great undertaking. But an 
innumerable multitude took the 
crofs, and among oLhers Hugh 
me Great, count of Vermandois, 
the king's brother, Robert duke 
°f Normandy, foil to William 
toe Conqucrour, Robert II. earl 

Zanders, Stephen count of 
Godfrey of Bouillon, with 

two brothers Eullachius and 
^Idwin, Boemond prince of Ta- 



rento, with Tancred, and other 
Norman lords, from Naples and 
Sicily, cffV. They took different 
routs into the Eaft with their 
troops. Between feven and eight 
hundred thoufand perfons, though 
not all righting men, marched 
on this expedition; but many 
with views altogether world- 
ly ; and thefe committed great 
diforders in Bulgaria, and other 
places through which they 
marched : great numbers were 
flain by the inhabitants of thofc 
countries, and many periflied 
with hunger. At Conftantinople 
the emperour Alexis who had 
only expected a body of troops 
which would be under his com- 
mand, was alarmed to fee fuch 
multitudes, and many ways croiTed 
and betrayed them ; till over- 
awed by their threats, he came 
to an agreement to furnifh them 
with magazines and provifions, 
and join them with his own 
forces and fleet, and the cru- 
fards promifed to reftore to 
him whatever places they fliould 
take from the infidels. The 
multitudes which went before 
mollly perifhed, the hermit hav- 
ing made no provi/ion for their 
fubfiftence on the road. The 
princes marched with more cau- 
tion, and when they arrived in 
Afia, found upon a general mutter 
or their army that their cavalry 
amounted to one hunched thou- 
fand men, and their infantry 
was much more numerous, in, 
Bithynia they defeated Sultan 

Soliman in batcle, and bc/icged 

and 
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the fovereignty firft in Perfia, and foon after in Afia Minor, : :m | 
in Syria. In this laft country Melech and Ducat were the fit!!: 
Turkifli Sultans at Aleppo. Their fucceflbur Sanguin was a 
famous general, and at his death left his warlike fon Nnradia 
pofielTed of that dignity, a prince endowed with all the qualities 
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and took the ftrong city of Nice, 
his capital, which they put into 
the hands of the Greek em- 
perour. That perfidious prince 
plotted continually to diitrefs and 
ruin the forces of the crufards, 
which feemed to him more for- 
midable than the Saracens. If 
this jealoufy was founded in com- 
mon policy fo long as they were 
in his neighbourhood, it was 
Very unjuft when they were at a 
diftance. The duke of Bouillon 
had reft rained the corps which 
he led from committing any dif- 
orders with the utmoit care and 
Conduct : yet the emperour en- 
deavoured firft to ftarve them, 
and afterwards came to blows 
with them. Nor did he ever 
join them, or fend his fleet, or 
forces to them. Wherefore the 
Latins, when they faw the capi- 
tulation thus broke by him, 
thought no more of yielding to 
him the fruit of their victories. 
When they arrived in Syria, Boe- 
mond commanded at the fiegc 
of Antioch, and took that city, 
vvhilll duke Godfrey defeated 
Soliman, who was marching- to 
relieve the place with an army 
of above two hundred thoufand 
men. Tancrcd made himfelf 
mailer of almofl all Cilicia, and 
Baldwin of a great part of Me- 
sopotamia. By thefe conqucits 
the way was opened for them to 

march into I'alclline, the end of 
their expedition. Thi:; country 
was at that time fubjecl to Mill • 

tcale, the Saracen caliph of 



Egypt, an enemy to the Sal. 
fuccian Turkifh fultans. Tb 
The army of the crufadc U- 
lories, defertions and garrifor.: 
left in places that had been al- 
ready taken, was reduced to 
forty thoufand men when it 
down before Jerufalem, and the 
Saracens garrifon in the d.:c? 
amounted to forty thoufand ef- 
fective men. Yet the valiant 
duke of Bouillon forced the 
outer wall by affault : then hav- 
ing got ready the rolling callks 
and other machines which w eie 
then ufed for florming cities, 
he made a furious attack on 
the inner wall with patercrocs,; 
ballitfas, catapultas, and the. 
battering-ram. His courage iuf-I 
tained the beficgers when tin y ' 
gave way ; and in the lail attack/ 
when the rolling caltle was dri- 
ven againfl the wall, he leaped • 
upon it himfelf with his brother? 
Eullachius, and feveial ether' 
lords : and the breach being' 
made, the Chriftians foiced Ai 
paflage, and took the city mi 

the 15th of July, 1099; lour 

years after the crufadc had bt\n" 
publilhed in the council of Car-; 
inont. After the victory, both ' 
generals and fold i err. enijdojcdi 
themfelves in works of the molt 
tender piety and devoLion. '1 he ; 
week following the louls ilwltf- 
Godfrey king of Jerufalem, l>iit 
lie refilled to put on a crown 
with which they preientcu 1 
faying he would never v\c;ir 3 

ciown of f!old vvheie the R<>/ 
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of a conquerour. He took Edefla, and threatened the other 
three principalities of the Chriftians, who were in no condition 
to defend themTelves, and therefore fent embafladours into Eu- 
rope? to defire immediate fuccour from the Chriftian princes. 
Lev/is VII. or the Young, received the nieffage favourably. 
Pope Eugenius III. coming into France in 1147, held there fe~ 

Vol. Ill N h vera! 
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deemerof the world wore one of 
thorns. A few days after he de- 
feated the fultan of Egypt who 
came againft him, with the fultan 
of Babylon and an army of 
above four hundred thoufand 
foot and an hundred thoufand 
horfe, as Godfrey himfelf certi- 
fies, in his letter to pope Paf- 
chal II. He extended his con- 
quers in Paleftine, and made 
the Saracen emirs of Ptolemais, 
Gefarea, Antipatris and Afca- 
lon tributaries to him. Emirs 
among the Arabs were dependent 
princes or governours : from 
which word our title of Admirals 
at fea is thought to be derived. 
Godfrey was the model of Chri- 
ftian heroes, and it is to be 
wifhed that his life was carefully 
compiled. He was fon of Eai- 
ftachius II. count of Boulogne 
and Lens, and of St. Ida, daugh- 
ter of Godfrey the Bearded, 
duke of Lower Lorrain and of 
Bouillon, defcended from Charles 
firfl. duke of Lower Lorrain, bro- 
ther to king Loth aire, of the 
race of Charlemagne. Godfrey 
was the cldelt fen, according to 
William of Tyre, and Orderi- 
ciis Vitalis; though others make 
Eullachius the eldell, who in- 
herited his father's elhite, and 
who fe daughter married our king 
Stephen, Godfrey from his in- 
lancy was endowed with a great - 
nefs of foul, genero/ity, com pa f- 
fion, miklnefs, humility and mo- 
<Jtrf!y that charmed all who con- 



verfed with him. His piety and vir- 
tue were perfect, conitant and in- 
variable without fhadeor blcmifh. 
A penetrating wit, a folid judg- 
ment, the mod intrepid courage, 
art admirable dexterity and ad- 
drefs, and an extraordinary 
ftrength of body were advan- 
tages fcarce ever found equal in 
any other perfo'n. With thefe 
qualifications of mind and body- 
he received from his father, who 
was one of the grcatell foldiers 
of that age fl an early tincture in 
every branch of the mi.itary pro- 
felTion, and from his mother 
that profound fenfe of religion 
which made him to appear at the 
head of armies always penct:a:ecf 
therewith no lefs than if he 
had always lived in a cloifter. 
Churches and places of devotion 
were the fanctuaries in which' 
his heart found its chiefefl de- 
light : alter the divine office lie 
prolonged in them his private 
devotions fo that he was with 
difficulty drawn from chem to 
his meals. He often complained 
that he was not able to enjoy the 
happinefs of thofe who always 
praife God at the foot of his al- 
tars ; and he fought by laying 
obligations on them to have 
fome (hare in their fervour and 
good works. B. Ida being her- 
ieif veiled in the Icieiiixv., in- 

I pi red him with a love of u Trial 
learning. He Tpoke and uroti? 
elegantly in Latin, 'JVutonick 
and other lan^ua^ei-, an 1 wa«i 

pcifc£[\y 



57 6 



St. BERNARD, A. 



Aug. 20. 



veral councils to promote a fecond crufade, and at the king's 
requeft, comrniflioned St. Bernard to preach the Holy War. 
This the abbot executed with incredible fuccefs in all the chief 

pro- 
merer ; and clove another cn 
horfeback from the head down- 
wards to the very faddi'\ wound- 
ing alfo the horfe's back. An- 
other time feeing a bear going to 
kill a pt or man that was gather- 
ing flicks, he rode up, and the 
furious beail having killed his 
horfe, Godfrey feized him with 
his left-hand, and with his right 
thruil his fword into his belly to 
the very hilt. Godfrey would 
never take the title of king, but 
only that of duke, and defender 
of the Holy Sepulchre. He drew 
up a code of laws for his new 
kingdom, under the title of, 
L'wre dej djfife! et des bom Ufages 
don Rojaume de JervfaletKy print- 
ed in folio at Bourges, in 1690. 
During a ficknefs of five weeks 
he prepared himfelf for death 
with the piety of a faint, and 
the true fortitude of a Chriftian 
hero, very different from that of 
a Pagan philofopher. He had 
not reigned a year when he died 
on the 1 8th of July, in 11 00, 
being in the vigour of his age; 
Maimbourg fays, about his 40th 
year, but produces no authority. 

His mother B. Ida furvived him, 
and died in 1 1 1 3. He was ne- 
ver married. His brother Bald- 
win, count of Edcjfa, fuccccded 
him. — See William archbifliop of 
Tyre, Cijlu Da per Francos > Ra- 
dii If us, Gt/isi H a no tdi in expeditunf 
liter of. apucl Mnrtennc Anecl. 
V. 3. Oidericut; Yitali:, Finny, 
Choily, &c. . . . Godfrey and his 
concjuell of JcruTnluui is the fub 
jeft of I aflo's juilly cliocined 

poem entitled, GitruJiiLmme U' 
her aia. 



perfectly inftrucled in all the du- 
ties of religion. Duke Godfrey 
the Crook-backed, his uncle by 
the mother, died in 1076, hav- 
ing adopted him and his brother 
Kuiiachius: and from that time our 
young hero took the title of duke 
of EouY'lon. The cinperour Hen- 
ry IV. deprived him of the Lower 
J.orrain at that time, pretending 
it to have been a male fief, and 
devolved to him ; but in lieu he 
gave him the marqui fate of Ant- 
werp. Godfrey fo heroically 
fignalized liis valour in the fer- 
vice of that prince in his wars 
againfl the Saxons and others, 
that in recompence Henry re- 
ftored him the duchy of Lower 
Lorrain, which comprifed Liege 
and Brabant. He mortgaged 
part of thefe territories to the 
church of Liege to defray his 
expences in the Holy War : but 
before he undertook that expe- 
dition, he attacked and defeated 
in battle the emperour Henry IV. 
becaufe he had moil outrageoufly 
infulted and injured the emprefs 
Praxedcs, Godfrey's filler. In 
his wars in the Eafl his troops 
were diftinguifhed from all the 
red in the eiufadc by the good 
order which they every where 
obferved. lie he^nn and ended 
every underiakimy with the moll 
edifying acts of devotion, h'or 
a proof of his extraordinary 
il reugth of body, William of 
Tyre, a moll exact and faithful 
hilrorian, relates, that on the 

bridrv 1 of Antinch, he cut a Turk 
who had on a coat of mail, quite 
a (under liciof, I he middle or Ids 

body with one ilroke of his ci- 
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provinces of France. He afterwards did the fame in the prin- 
cipal cities of Germany. The authority of his fanctity and 
prudence was not lefs eftablifhed in the empire than in Italy and 
France. When Lothaire II. duke of Saxony, was chofcn cm- 
perour upon the demife of Henry V. in 1125, the two nephews 
of the late emperour (Conrad, duke of Franconia, and Frede- 
rick, duke of Su^bia) raifed a dangerous rebellion : but St. Ber- 
nard prevailed with them to Jay down their arms, and recon- 
ciled them to Lothaire, who ruled with great piety and tran- 
quillity, treating, even thofe that had been his enemies, with 
mildne.'s and gencrofity, and protecting the Koiy See. lie 
cecdingly honoured St. Bernard, and died, without leaving any 
male iiihe, in 1138. Conrad III. fucceeded him in the impe- 
rial dignity. He, on this occafion, received St. Bernard with 
honour, took the crofs from his hands at Spire, accompanied 
him through feveral cities, and the fame year fet cut for the Le- 
vant, at the head of an army at' fixty ihoufand.horie, and almoin 
asmanv foot, the braveft that. had been feen. Kino; Lewis took 
the crofs in an aflembly of the princes and prelates of ids realm 
at Vezelay in Burgundy, appointed his prime miniftcr, abbot 
Suger regent of France during his abfence, and followed the 
emperour into the Eaft. Manuel Comnenus was at that time 
emperour of Conftantinople, the fon of John, and grand/bn.of 
that Alexis who hacl ufed the fir ft crufards i'o ill. Manuel had 



fome good qualities, but his policy degenerated into trick .and 
treachery. Though Conrad was his brother-in-law, he received 
him at Conftantinople with great coldnefs. The Germans 
crofTed the ftraits, and marched through Bithynia towards Ly- 
caonia. Lewis pafled the Rhine at Worms, and the Da- 
nube at llatifbon ; and marching through Hungary arrived ac 
Conftantinople in October, two months after the Germans. 
Conrad deceived by guides whom the Greeks had given hinij 
engaged his army in the deferts on the borders of Cappadocia, 
where his cavalry could not act. In this place the Maho- 
metans furrounded his troops in the month of November, 1147, 
and cut them to pieces, where not a tenth part of them wctc able 
to engage, Conrad, alter paying a private vifit of devotion to 
the holy places at [erufalem, the year following returned in 
great affliction to Germany. Lewis patting into Alia, tonic 
his rout by the feaiide through Smyrna and Kphefus, and aJ» 
I'anciim towards Laodicea in Lydia, in tin.* b-vrnnnin" of i\ U ; 
year 1 148, encamped on the banks of the AUander, a 1 iver 
( 'iflieult to pais on account of its de^ih, ami the height of i(s 
kinks. Me croileiLit, however, with U nic J<.f.»; hut beyond 
kaodicea, by the iil conduct of him v\ho commanded the van, 
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which he had feparated too far from the reft of the army, his 
rear was cut to pieces. The king efcaped with great difficulty. 
Pufhing forwards, he left behind him a great part of his 
forces at Attalia, a feaport of Pamphylia, where they moul- 
dered away in great want of provifions through the treachery 
of the Greeks. The king himfelf went thence by fea into 
the principality of Antioch, and arrived in the port of St. Si- 
meon in the mouth of the Orontes, five leagues below that 
capital. Raymund, prince of Antioch, the queen's uncle, 
received him with all due honours. The fcandalous amours 
of his queen Eleanor at Antioch gave him great vexation. 
However, he laid fiege to Darnafcus \ but through the jealoufy 
of fome Chriftian lords, this enterprife did not luccecd. Where- 
fore the king, having performed his devotions at Jerufalem, 
returned by Tea into Europe. He landed in Calabria in Italy, 
and paiTing through Rome arrived in France. He found his 
kingdom in the utmoft tranquillity through the wife conduct 
and fteady management of abbot Suger, who was honoured 
with the title of father of his country, and had the chief fhare 
in the adminiftration both in this and the preceding reign. 
This wife ftatefman had advifed the king againft the expe- 
dition ; but when it was refblved upon, had moll: liberally 
concurred to promote it. The ill fuccefs of this crufade is 
chiefly afcribed by all our hiftorians to the treachery of the 
Greeks : but the finger of God was vifible in chaftifing the 
fins of the Chriftians. A great part even of thofe who com- 
pofed the crufade were led by no other motive than the pro- 
ipe£t of plunder, were lawlefs, and committed every kind of 
diforder in their march. To thofe who were conducted by 
motives of fincere penance and religion, thefe afflictions were 
trials for the exercife of their virtue. This unfortunate expe- 
dition raifed a great ftorm againft St. Bernard, becaufe he had 
feemed to promife fuccefs. His aniwer was, that he confided 
in the divine mercy for a blefling on an enterprife under- 
taken for the honour of his divine name ; but that the fins of 
the army were the caufe of their misfortunes ( 15). The zeal 
of our faint was at the fame time employed in the converfion 
of notorious finncrs and hereticks. 

Henrv, an apod ate monk, a difciplc of Peter Bruis, had 
fprcad in Aquitain, and in the diocefs of Mans the fame crrours 
which his m after and others had propagated in Provence and 
JLangucdoc, deceiving and ingratiating thcmfelves with the 
people by violent invcdlivcs againft the pope, bifhops and 
clergy, which is ufually the firft ftup towards defection from 



(15) S. Bern, J. 2. de CVnfid. et cp. ^S8 
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the church. Cardinal Alberick, bifhop of Oftia, was Cent by 
the pope, in 1147, legate into Languedoc and Aquitain to 
endeavour to apply fame remedy to this evil. The legate took 
St. Bernard with him in this million, and the faint not only by 
the reputation of his fanclity, and the force and eloquence' of 
his zealous difcourfes, but alfo by many evident miracles, ant- 
mated the faithful, and brought back to the truth many that 
were feduced. Geoffrey, fome time the faint's fecretary, ac- 
companied him at that time, and relates many miracles to 
which he was an eyewitness (15). He tells us, that at Sar- 
lat, a town in Perigord, the man of God blefling with the fign 
of the crofs fome loaves of bread which were brought to him 
for that purpofe, faid : th By this fhall you know the truth of 
" our doctrine, and the falfhood of that which is taught by 
<c the hereticks, if fuch as are fick among you recover their 
" health by tafting thefe loaves." Geoffrey, bifhop of Chartres, 
who flood near the faint, being fearful for the event, faid ; 
" That is, if they tafte with a right faith, they fhall be cured." 
But the holy abbot replied : Ci I fay not fo : but affuredly they 
" that tafte fhall be cured, that you may know by this that 
" we are fent by authority derived from God, and preach his 
" truth." Accordingly, a great multitude of fick perfons were 
cured by tafting that bread. The fame author allures us, that 
when the faint lodged at St. Saturninus's, a houfe of regular 
canons at Touloufe, one of the canons lay at the point of 
death, quite emaciated, and fo weak that he could not rife 
from his bed even on the moft neceffary occafions : but that by 
a vifit and prayer of the faint, he was reftored to perfect health. 
" That inftant," fays our author, tc he rofe from his bed, and 
" following after, overtook us, and killed the blefled man's feet, 
c< with that eager devotion which is not to be imagined but by 
u thofe who faw it." The bifhop of the place, the legate and the 
people went to the church, the man who had been fick leading, 
the way, and gave thanks to God for this bieiling. Tin's ca- 
nun became a monk of Clairvaux, and was abbot of Valdcau 
when this account was wrote. Many other like miracles were 
wrought by the man of God at tYIeaux, Conttancc, Hafil, Spire, 
rrankfort, Cologn, -Liege and other places where he preached, 
as the fame author relates (16); fome in pre fence of the cm- 
pcrour Conrad and his court at Spire, all publickly, pcribns 
of the firft rank in the church and Rate looking on, and con- 
fc/ling, with aUonifhment, that the hand of Gud was with his 
favant. Fleury has inferted in his hiiloiy a journal of this 

Nn 3 faint's 



(16) Vit. S. Bern. I 3, c, 6. (16) L. 4. Vit. S. Bern. 
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faint's miracles attefted by ten venerable and faithful vouchers(iy), 
s\nd Mabillon has proved their inconteftable authenticity (18). 
But we may regard his admirable fanciity as the greateft cf his 
miracles. This difiufing its bright beams on every fide, wa* a 
light not only to his own difcipl.es, but to the whole church. 
In 1151, Gurnard, king of Sardinia, made a vifit to Clair- 
vaux, and was fo edified with what he faw pra&ifed there, 
that he returned the year following, and made his religious 
profeilion in that houfe. In 114.8, pope Eugenius III. vifited 
the faint at Clairvaux, and afterwards affifted at the general 
chapter of that Order held at Citeaux, in which '.he whole 
Order of Savigni, confiding of thirty monafreries, pafling into 
that of Citeaux, out of refpeflc to St. Bernard became a Filia- 
tion of Clairvaux. The faint had founded a mo nailery for 
nuns of his Order at rJillette or Juili, in the diocefs of Lan- 
Tgres, in 1113- His filler embraced this iiiftitute in 1 124, and 
by the abundance of graces that heaven beftowed on her, flie 
arrived at fo high a degiee of fanciity as to be the admiration 
of all who faw her, and a fubjeit of the greatell joy to her 
holv brother and director. She often watched almo/l the 

^ A 

whole night in .reciting pfalms, and meditating on the facred 
paflion of Chrift, taking only a little reft on fome boards. 
She was always one of the firft at every duty of the community, 
and admitted herfelf in a manner that edified fche'nloft fervent, 

1 * 1 

and inflamed thbfe that were lukewarm. Thus fhe lived fe- 

, * » 

-ventecn years : in her laft ficknefs file was vifited by St. Ber- 

jiard, and amidft his prayers and exhortations, in fentiments 

pf holy joy and humble confidence in the divine mercy, flic 

"breathed out her holy foul on the 21ft of Augufl, 114*. Her 

jiame is commemorated among the faints. 

In the beginning of the year 1553, St. Bernard fell into a 

decay, with a lofs of appetite and frequent fainting fits. He 

liad long dwelt in heaven in defire, fighing continually under 

the weight of his banifhmcnt from God ; though this defire he 

jby humility afcribed to pufillanimity, not to charity. cc The 

cc ftints," laid he, Li w.-ic moved to pray lor the corporal ilii- 

cC folution out of a deiire of feeing Chrift: hut I am forced 

cc hence by fcaudals and evils. 1 conlefs my fell" ovc;iconic by the 

cc violence of llorms, and through want of courage ( 19)." Such 

clefircs arifmg from piiiillanimity would be a criminal iinjw- 

tfiunce : but the vehemence of divine love was the fprmg of thc/e 

ardent lighs in our faint, as lie pathetically difcovers in 

many 



(17) IHeury 1. 0:). T. 14. p. Gz\: (18) Not. in S. hem. 

3. z, do Con <i J. :l in ep. 1,42 ad Tolofhnos. (19) tip. i~9» 
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many other pafTages (20). His diftemper conftdernbly abating, 
he afcribed this fymptoni of recovery to the prayers of his fpi- 
ritual children, with whom he ex,poftulated as follows : 66 Why 
« do you detain a wretched firmer here below? your prayers 
(< have prevailed over my wifhes. But have companion on 
" me : fuffcr me to go to God." However, be clearly fore- 
told them, that this delay would not exceed fix months. Du- 
ring this interval the inhabitants of Metz having been attacked 
and defeated, with great flaughtcr, by certain neighbouring 
princes, they were vehemently bent on revenge. To prevent 
the fhedding of blcod the archbifhop of Triers went to Clair- 
vaux, and fell at the faint's feet, earneflly intreating him to 
undertake a journey to Metz, in order to reconcile the parties 
that were at variance. At this call of charity the fbrvant of 
God forgot his corporal infirmity, and immediately repairing 
thither, prevailed on both fides to lay afide their refuntment, 
and overcome their former enmity by mutual benefactions, and 
tokens of fincere charity and kindnefs. When he was come 
back to Clairvaux, his diftemper returned with more grievous 
fymptoms. With regard to phyficians he doubtlcfs obferved 
his own rule (g) 3 not neglecting ordinary helps and medicines, 
yet rejecting thofe that are extraordinary, and the inftruments 
of delicacy, not of real fervice. But his difeafe was too 
ffrong for nature to refift, with all the fuccours which art 
could bring to its relief. His ftomach was fo weak as to be 

N n 4 fcarce 

(zo) Serjn. 2, & 74 in Cant. — Scrm. 2. in cap. Jejun. n. 4. &c. 



(g) See againft a too nice and 
curious ufe of medicine, in a pe- 
nitential humble ftate St. Ber- 
nard, (Serm. 50. in Cant. Sc ep. 
349. ol. 321. p. 316.) St. Am- 
brofe (in Pf 118. quoted cap. 

21 de confecrat. dift. 5.) St. Baiil 

(Reg. fus.) &c. But a prudent 
care and ufe of medicine is an 
indifpcnfable duty of the law of 
nature itfeW. How careful the 
moil aullere religious Orders 
were in this particular, appears 
from their great attention for the 
lick, and from the four lea tons 
in the year for letting the monks 
blood fo famous in the ancient 
ulages of the Uenedicunc Order, 

at which times a particular diet 



and relaxations were allowed by 
the monattick ruler. But St. Ber- 
nard prudently furcfaw what 
came to pafs in his Order two 
hundred years after, that if un- 
der pretence of delicate health 
difpenfations in the monaltick: 

rule mould become too ealy, 
its difeipline under this cloak 
would l)C entirely enervated. 
But he could nut condemn th«; 
ufe of medicine, at. ionic have 
pi crciided ; for in 1 1 f>"», A Iqutriu, 
a nioulv of Chtiivaux, w:iu molt 
f amour for the practice of phy 
iiek. — Mce niblioth. C/illerc T. 1 
p. r 50. and C hilllci, IWiti.ujt 
gttnii li'.ujlrc ajj \ r t it //; . p. V'J. 
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fcarce able to bear the leaft nourifhment taken even in liquids, 
bis legs f welled exceedingly as if he had had a dropfy, and he 
was hardly able fo much as to clofe his eyes for ever fo few 
moments. Seeing his fpiritual children afiembled about him all 
in tears, he comforted and encouraged them faying, that the un- 
profitable and unfruitful fervant ought not to occupy a place in 
vain, and that the barren tree with good reafon ought to be pluck- 
ed up. His charity for them inclined him to be willing tore- 
main with them till they fhould be gathered with him to God: 
but his earneft defire fpeedily to enjoy Chrift made him to figh 
ardently after the pojfeilion of Him who filled the whole capacity 
of his heart. Commending therefore his brethren to the di- 
vine mercy, he with inflamed fighs of compundtion and holy 
Jove prepared himfclf for his laft moment ; in which he hap- 
pily yielded up his foul to God, on the 20th of Auguft, J 153, 
the fixty- third of his Age, having been abbot thirty-eight 
years. He was buried before our Lady's altar at Clairvaux. 
His name was fo\cmn]y enrolled among the faints by Alex- 
ander III in 1 1 65. M. Villcfore has prefixed to the life of St, 
Bernard his portrait, engraved from an old picture drawn from 
the life when the faint was fixty-two years old. This holy 
doclor was during his life the oracle of the church, the light 
of prelates, and the reformer of difcipline: fince his death he 
ftill continues to comfort and inftrucl: devout perfons by his 
moft pious and learned writings. The judicious critick Henry 
Valois flicks not to fay they are the moft ufeful for piety among 
all the works of the fathers of the church, though he is the 
youngeft of them in time. To pafs over the elogiums which 
pious writers have beftowed on him, and to appeal to the 
judgment which the merit of his works hath extorted from 
the moft fevere and dry criticks, Sixtus Sencnfis faith of him: 
Mis difcourfe is every where fweet and ardent: it fo de- 
" lighteth and fervently inflanicth, that from his moft fweet 
tongue honey and milk fecm to flow in his words, and out 
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ul his moft ardent brcaff, a fire of burning affections breaks 
forth." Jirafmus gives him this character : "Bernard is 
** checiful, pleafant, and vehement in moving the paflions." 
And in another place: " He is chrillianly learned, holily 
* l eloquent, and devoutly cheerful and pleafing (/;)-" The 
Pi otef hints who oppofe his doctrine, admire his piety and learn- 
ing. Bifhop Morton (ays of him : <c In the midft of darknefs, 

** Bernard (hone forth with the light as well of his example as 

" of 



(/•) Btr Hindus et Ch,yn,i>;,' tlsUus, et fanSti facuilMts, et pic /fivuf 
Kkiuu. in e. j. Rom, p. z jj. 
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« of his learning.*' And bifhop Carleton writes, amidft many 
invectives : "I would to God we had at this day many, nay, 
« but one fuch as it is certain and manifeft Bernard was." 

The eminent fan£tity and fublime gift of contemplation 
which we admire in the faint, had their foundation in his pro- 
found humility. We fhall be fo fardifciples of Chrift as we (hall 
imitate his fervant in the ftudy of this virtue. It is a Jeflbn 
which St. Bernard often repeats, that it is to be acquired by 
the knowledge of ourfelvcs and of God, and by frequent hu- 
miliations. " Let thy confideration begin from thyfelf and end 
" in thyfelf. . - what, who, and what kind of being thou art, 
fays this faint (21). He complains that many men know many 
things ; meafure the heavens, count the ftars, and pretend to 
dive into myfteries of faith, and fecrets of nature; whofe 
fcience is all folly and empty vanity, becaufe they know not 
thcmfelves, confequently have not learned the fir ft elements of 
the fcience of the faints. Learning, which fills men with pre- 
emption and felf-conceit, banifhes the Holy Ghoft with his 
gifts out of their fouls : the moft illiterate ideot is more ca- 
pable of receiving him, and his heavenly wifdom. So long 
as men fee in their own imagination, not themfelves, but cer- 
tain phantoms raifed by their own pride, quite different from 
what they are, fo long are they incapable of true piety, of 
the gift of prayer, and of the true heavenly treafure. A deep 
fcnfe of our own entire nothingnefs, weaknefs, finfulnefs, 
and unworthinefs which makes us empty of ourfelvcs, and 
ready to give all glory to God alone, is the key to the grace of 
compunction, contemplation, divine love, and all fincere and 
Chrirtian virtue. This knowledge of ourfelvcs muft be im- 
proved and perfected by the ftudy and knowledge of God, 
his infinite greatnefs, goodnefs, mercy, glory, and other per- 
fections, in which we moft perfectly fee our own nothingneis, 
and learn fmcerely to give all glory to God alone, and to place 
our whole truft only in him and in his mercy. As one ray of 
the fun enlightens the earth much better than all the ftars to- 
gether ; fo one ray of this heavenly light discovers to us our 
own imperfections and miferics more clearly than all our ffudy 
and reflections on ourfelvcs can do. This knowledge of God 
is chiefly infufed into our fouls through the channel of con- 
templation and devout humble prayer, in which the nearer our 
hearts approach the throne of God, an (I the more they fee 
his infinite majefly, the more fhall we with Abraham, Jfaias 
♦>nd job, drown ourfelvcs in the abyfs of our own nothing. 
Hence wc muft pray with St. Auftin, 44 Lord teach me to 

u Jen on* 

(21) S. Hern. 1. 2. tie Conlid. 
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* c know thee, and to know myfelf : " Thee to love and 
glorify alone in all things j myfelf, never feeretly to con- 
fide in, or afcribe any good to. Domine never im te y novc- 
rim me. ... St. Bernard adds, that befides the foundation 
of this double knowledge, humility is to be improved by 
repeated humiliations., * c Humiliation, fays he, is the road 
" to humility, as meeknefs in fufferina tribulations and in_ 



not 



" tions, you cannot attain to humility." Humiliatio via eft 
<zd humiliatem^ - . . Si -non vis bumlliari^ non poteris ad bumilha- 
tern pravsbi (22). 
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From their genuine ASls in Ruinart. See Tillemont, T. 7* 

Ccillier^ T. 4. p. 552. 
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^T^HE cmperour Julian the Apoftatc commanded the crofs 
JL and name of Jcfus Chrill which Conllantine had placed 
in the Labarum or chief ftandard of the army, to be flruck 
out, and had the ftandards reduced to the ancient form ufed 
under the pagan cmperpurs, on which the images of falfe 
gods were rcprefentcd. The apoftatc emperour had created 
Julian, who was his uncle by the mother's fide, and was ati ; 
Apoftatc from the Chriftian faith like himfelf, count or go- \ 
vcrnour of the Eaft : and he became a more barbarous pcrfe 



cutor of the Chriftians than his nephew himfelf. There were 
in the troops called the Old Herculiaus, two officers of dil- 
tinguiflicd virtue, and -zealous Chrittiaiw, named Bonofus am! 
Maximilian, who refilled to change their ftandanla j for each 
legion had a Labarum for its principal enfign* Count Juhafi ; 
ftcrnly commanded them to oivc their troops the new enliyiv, 
and to adore the fame gods which he and tin* emperour wor-; 

ihipF'u: 

(a?.) S. Bern. ep. 87. 
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{hipped. Bonofus anfwered : <c We cannot adore gods which 
" have been made by the hands of men." The count ordered 
him to be tied up, and above three hundred lafhes to be given 
him with leathern thongs, loaded at the end with balls of 
lead. Under this torment Bonofus only fmiled, and made no 
rinfwer to his queftions. The count afterwards caufed Maxi- 
milian to approach, who faid : " Let your gods fir ft hear and 
" fpeak to you, and then we will adore them ; for you 
" know that we Chrurians are forbid to worfhip deaf and 
" dumb idols." Julian caufed them both to be Wretched on 
the rack, and when a crier had called them each by their 
name, the count faid to them : u You now lie on the rack, 
« and are on the point of being tormented; Obey : exchange 
" the reprefentation of the crofs on your ftandard for the images 
u of the immortal gods." They anfwered : <c We cannot 
" obey the empcrour in thefe matters, becaufe we have before 
a our eyes the invifible immortal God, in whom we place our 
" confidence." Julian ordered them to be beaten with balls 
of lead three feveral times, and faid to the executioners : cc Ex- 
u ert your utmoft ftrength ; give them no refpite." But the 
martyrs felt not the leaft pain. Julian then commanded them 
to be plunged into boiling piteh ; by which they receiving no 
hurt, both Jews and Pagans cried out that they were magi- 
cians. Count Julian ordered them back to prifon, and fent 
thern bread fealed with his own fignet, on which was probably 
engraved the figure of fome idol j for they would not cat of 
it. Prince Hormifdas, brother to Sapor king of Perfia (who. 
having left his own country had embraced the faith, and had 
fpent the better part of his days in the courts of Conftanline 
and Conftahtius) paid them a vifit in prifon, and rinding 
them in perfect health and very cheerful, recommended him felt* 
to their prayers. The count threatened the martyrs in a 
feoftd and a third interrogatory; But they anfwered him 
they were Chriftians, and were determined to continue fucli. 
They added, that Conftaritine, near the end of his life, had 
made them take an oath to be faithful to his children and to 
the church, a promife they would inviolably obferve. The 
count was for having them tormented : but Sccund'us, pre feci: of 
the Kaft (Whom, though a Pagan, St. Gregory Na/Janzem 
commends for his probity and m'ikfnefs (j), and 'who Iht with 
him on the bench) refufed abfolutcly to hear of it. Where- 
fore Julian, without more ado, condemned them and feveral 
other Chriftian prifoners to be beheaded. St. Melctius, pa- 
fnurch of Antioch, and feveral other bifliops, attended them 

to 

(1) Or. 3. 
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to the place of their martyrdom, which they fuffered with in- 
credible joy. Count Julian was very foon after feized with a 
terrible difeafe in his bowels and the adjacent parts of his body, 
whereby they putr.ified and bred fuch an incredible quantity of 
worms, that it was impoflible to deftroy them. The phyft- 
cians tried all forts of remedies ; feveral rare birds were pro- 
cured at a great expence, which being killed, the blood of 
them was applied to the parts affected, in order to draw out 
the worms ; but they crawling higher into the bowels, and 
into the moft. fenfible and tender parts of the body, only ren- 
dered his pains the more intolerable, whilft he voided his ex- 
crements at his mouth. His wife, who continued a zealous Chri- 
flian, faid to him : k< You ought to give thanks to Chrift our 
cc Saviour, for having by this chafti foment made you fenfible 
cc of his power : you would not have known who he is to 
ec whom you have declared yourfelf an enemy, had he (hewn 
ci his ufual forbearance." Count Julian, in this extre- 
mity, repented of his pcrfecutions, bad his wife run to the 
churches of the Chriftians, and begged them to pray for 
him ; and he befought the emperour to reftore to the Chri- 
ftians their churches 5 but his intreaties were not regarded. 
He, however, in his laft moments invoked, like Antiochut, 
the true God, protefting aloud that he had no hope but in his 
mercy 5 and in this miferable condition he expired (2). Nor 
did the emperour himfelf reign long unpunifhed. 

The death of a finner . is, ,the moft dreadful of all evils (3). 
His mirth and jollities are then all come to their fatal period, 
and his eyes are taking an everlafting leave of all the fond ob» 
jecls of his paflions. This horrible divorce and reparation 
makes him fhudder in moft bitter anguifh and grief (4) whilft 
he beholds himfelf violently torn from all he pofleflcs and en- 
joys, and from his very body. The Pagan philofophcr con- 
fidercd this only when he defined death the king of tcrrouis, 
and of all terrible things that which is the moft dreadful. 
JSut what is more alarming than all this reparation is, that all His 
former notions of tilings are overturned in this aweful moment, 
and an entire new fcene is opened to him. His confcicncc i> 
a confufed chaos, a thoufand perplexing thoughts difturb him, 
and his habits or fpiritual Hoth grow ftronger than ever. He 
fees that riches and honours . which he fo eagerly puriuul, 
were mere illufion ; that his pleafurcs were dreams and flw- 

duvvs - 



(2) ThcodoreL. 1. 3. c. 13. So/.om. I. $. c. 8. S. Chryf. honi. 1. 
in S. Bahyl. cVc. (3) Pf. xxx'iii. zz. (4) Kccluf. xh. : 

1 Kings xv. 32. 

f 
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dows, which patted in a moment, but left a cruel fling behind 
themj the treacherous world forfakes him in the day of his 
diftrefs : and the profpecl: of the abyfs of eternity into which 
he is ftepping, fills his mind with alarms and dread which no 
tongue can exprefs. If he dies infenfxble, his fituation is but 
the more defperate and unhappy. For alas ! in the moment 
in which the miferable foul leaves the body, no tongue can ex- 
prefs her horrible calamity. We ought to invite heaven and 
earth to weep over her ; or rather adore God who is terrible 
in his juftice, and flop our tears which can no longer avail fuch 
afoul. She is from this moment eternally and irretrievably 
loft. She is abandoned by God and his angels, and given 
over a prey to mercilefs devils, who infulting cry out : Let 
men and earth crown the carcafe with pomp, epitaphs, monu- 
ments and panegyricks, whilft it is made a feaft for worms 
and maggots ; and the foul is our victim, as the body alfo will 
one day be. How happy were the martyrs, who by their 
torments purchafed themfelves joy, fecure peace and eternal 
lory at their death ! 



0 



On the fame DAY 

St. Richard, Bifliop of Andria, C. This faint was an Englifh- 
man by birth, and turning his foul to God with his whole iircngth. 
from his infancy, was careful fo to fpend the moll precious time 
of his youth as to ground himfelf early in rooted habits of abfiinence, 
humility, prayer and all other virtues. In the mean time he ap« 
plied himfelf to the ftudy both of the liberal and facred fciences, 
taught the latter for fome time with great applaufe, and took holy 
orders. With a view to his fpiritual advancement he left his own 
country, and travelling into Italy, led a moif. holy retired life, till 
the reputation of his learning and extraordinary fanctity filled the 
whole country. The pope having been long acquainted with his 
qualifications and virtue, at length promoted him to the bifhoprick 
of'Andrii in Apulia. All Italy was at that time miferably d ill railed 
by domeftick feuds and factions. Richard by his prudence and 
zeal was a great inilrument of the divine mercy in applying a re- 
medy to thefe inveterate evils, and to jlir up men to a fpiric of 
penance and piety. Whilit he preached to others not only in his 
own diocefs, but over the whole country, at the requell of the 
neighbouring bifhops, like a Kaptift or a St. Paul, he nouriflicd his 
foul with the heavenly dew of prayer, and kept his body in fub- 
jcclion by exercifing upon himfelf incredible feverities. lie died 
towards the elofe of the twelfth century, was canonized by pope 
liOiiifice VIM. and is honoured at Andria as patron of that church. 
—See his life in Ughelli's Italia Sacra and in the liollandills. 
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5. yerom in Cat ah I. iia/T /. 6. r. 20. Photlus Cod. 121, 
CifV. 6V* Ceillier. T. 2. 316. Fleury, /. 5. 51. 2&w/ 3 
Z/^r <fa France. 

HIS primitive prelate and illuftrious doctor flourifhcd 
in the beginning of the third century. St. Jerom fays 
he was not able to learn of what city he was bifhop : but Ge- 
lafius in his book, On the two\Natures of Chrlji^ fliles him me- 
tropolitan of Arabia. He was a difciple of St. Irenseus, as 
Photius teftifies, and alfo of St. Clement of Alexandria, and 
matter of Origen. Eufebius and St. Jerom affure us that he 
wrote comments on feveral parts of the holy fcriptures, "and 
by his example Origen was afterwards excited to do the like. 
A collection of his homilies was extant in Theodoret's time, 
who cites feveral of them ; and alfo a letter which St. Hip- 
polytus wrote to the emprefs Severa, wife to Philip, in which 
he treats of the myfteries of the incarnation of Chrift, and of 
the refurre£lion of the dead (1). In his work againft Noetis, 
a confiderable part of which is [fiill extant, he clearly proves 
the diftindtion of the perfons in the Trinity, the divinity of 
God the Son, and the diftinclion of the divine and human 
nature in Chrift, for which his authority was afterwards mged 
with great force againft the Eutychians. He wrote a chronicle* 
down to the year 222 5 which work is not yet difcovcred in 
any Greek manufcripts that are known (a). His Pafchal 
Cycle, fixing the time of Eafter for fixtecn years from the firli 

of Alexander Suvcrus, the moft ancient work of this nature 

known, 

(1) Thcodorct Dial. 3. p. 155-. 



(a) The inaccurate chrono- 
logy publifhed by Canifius T. z. 
Auiiq. Lech by Du Cangc ad 
ealccin Chron. Alex, and by 
Sen c I Urate vol. 1 . Antiq. lice lei*. 



p. cannot be the work oi 

St. Hippolytiih, :ih iJu ;uul 
iomc. oilier^ have imagined. Jn'tf 

Ccillier, 
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known, was publifhed by Gruter, and with notes by Jofeph 
Scalier, and the Jefiiit Boucher or Bucherius- We have ex- 
tant feveral fragments of the comments of Sf Hippolytus on 
the holy fcriptures, and his homily on theTheophania or Epipha- 
ny, in which he fpeaks chiefly of the baptifm of Chrift, and of 
the wonderful effects of the facrament of baptifm. His treat) fe on 
the Faft of Saturday ; another, Whether a Chriftian ought to re- 
ceive the holy communion every day ? his hymns on the holy 
(captures, his books, On the Origin of Good and Evil-> and 
againft Marcion, and his book rfgainji Herefies, with feveral 
other works, are lofr. In this la ft he gives an account of thirty- 
two herefies from the feci: of the Dofithcans among the Jews, 
akin to the Saducees, down to that of Noetus, who confounded 
thePerfons in the Trinity, and broached his herefy at Smyrna 
in 245. Of this laft work of St. Hippolytus Photius writes: 
" Hippolytus fays that thefe thirty-two herefies have been 
" confuted by St. Irenaeus, and that he has collecled in this 
" little book the reafonings and arguments of that father. His 
" difcourfe is clear and ferious, and he fays nothing but what 
" is to the purpofe, though he has not all the beauties of the 
" Attick ftile." In the year 155 1, was dug up, near the 
church of St. Laurence without the walls of Rome, on the 
road to Tivoli (where there was in all probability a chapel 
erected in honour of St. Hippolytus) an old itatue of marble, 
reprefenting St. Hippolytus fitting in a chair, on the fides of 
which are inferibed his two Greek cycles, for eight years each : 
on the right fide is the cycle of the feveral 14th days of the 
moons, and on the left that for the Sundays. On the fide of this; 
cycle is engraved a catalogue of St. Hippolytus's works. This 
Itatuc is now in the Vatican library. This ancient father's book, 
On Anthhrijl, mentioned by Eufcbius, St. Jcrom and others, 
was difcovered and pubJifhed in j66i, and is manifeftly 
the fame work of which Photius fpeaks. He points out from 
Daniel and other prophets the marks ofAntichrift, who is to 
appear before the end of the world (/;). St. Jcrom (2) calls 
»St. Hippolytus tc a moft holy and eloquent man/ 1 St. Chry- 
loftom and others give him the honourable epithets of u a fourcc 
" of light, a faithful vvitnefs, a mo ft holy doctr, and a man 

" lull 

(2) Ep. 28. 

('») The bonk entitl ed, On tie book on Amkhrifl. The bell 

edition of thi.s father's works i:, 
tli.i t published, with ninny di/li:i- 
t:ni(ju:>, by I* ;ibi icifs, in two vo- 
lunicr; in Julio, at iJamhur^li, in 



hut of t l,e U'orU utul on ditti- 

ti,n IK has been for ionic time 
ulei ibt <1 |>y ignorant publimers, 
10 ^t. MippolytUf, ; but i;; a 1110- 
tf,n P^rloimaiicc of no vvciyjit 
t,] "it'iii, very dial-rent from his 
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« c full of fweetnels and charity." Theodoret ranks him with 
St. Irenasus, and calls them <c fpiritual fountains in the 
< c church (3)." St. Jerom and other ancients ftile him bi» 
fliop and martyr. Some martyroJogies place his death in the 
reign of Alexander, who died in 235 : but though he flou- 
rifhed in his days, according to Eufebius and St. Jerom, 
St. Gregory of Tours and others quoted by Du Cange ami, 
Schelftrate, fay he received his crown in the perfecution of j 
Decius in 251. Ruinart and Berti prefer this opinion ; for the j 
herefy of Noetus flrft made its appearance about the year 245, 1 
and St. Hippolytus brought down his chronicle to the year 
234, the thirteenth of Alexander. The martyrologies of the 
eighth age fay that he was bifhop of Porto, which was the har- 
bour of the city of Rome on the mouth of the Tiber, fixteen 
miles from Rome, and two from Oftia on the oppofite fide of 
the river ; though both thefe cities have been long fince de-j 
flroyed, yet the titular bifhopricks fubiift among the fix fufJ 
fragans of Rome. Le Moyne conjectures this to have 
been a miftake of Porto for Aden, formerly called Portus Ro-j 
manus, in Arabia. But the teftimonies of ancient many- 1 
rologies, the tradition of the church of Porto and others, and* 
the ftatue of this faint found at Rome, proves that hcj 
came from Arabia into Italy, and was made bifhop of Porto,j 
or at leaft received there a glorious crown of martyrdom. The] 
writings of St. Hippolytus fhew how careful the primitive! 
Chriftians were to have the divine judgment conftantly before] 
their eyes, which St. John Climacus defcribes to be the cha-j 
radcer of the true fervant of God (4). By this means thcyj 
maintained them (elves always in fear and compunction ; fo!H 
citous, watchful and timorous in all their actions, By this] 
they were animated to defpife a falfe and tranfitory world, and| 
to fuffer with joy all torments, and every barbarous kind of, 
death rather than to content to fin, efpecially in time or; 
temptation this confideration was their fhield and fence, ac- 
cording to the rule which St. Bafil, the great m after of a fpi- 
ritual life, lays down (5) : " If ever you are tempted to liny 
« c call to mind the terrible tribunal of God, at which all mcijf 
" muft appear." 



{3) Dial. 3. (4) Grad, 7. (5) In Pf. 33. 
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St. Symphorian, M. He was fon of Fauftus, of a noble Chri- 
ilian family, and fufFered at Autun in Gaul, foon after the martyrs 
of Lyons, in the reign of Marcus Aurelius. He had beerl bap- 
tized by St. Benignus, was well inltrucled in polite literature and 
ia his faith, was then in the bloom of life, and remarkable for 
his modefty, prudence, charity and the innocence of his man- 
ners. The city of Autun was one of the molt ancient and famous 
of all Gaul ; but at that time the moll fuperftitious, and particularly 
addicled to the worfhip of Cybele, Apollo and Diana. On a cer- 
tain day of the year, the flatue of Cybele was with great pomp car- 
ried through the itreets in a chariot richly adorned. Symphonan 
becaule he had not on that occafton adored it, was feized by the 
moh, and carried before Heraclius, a man of confular dignity, 
arid governour of the province, who happened to be then at Au- 
ton, very bufy in calling the Chriftians to an account. Heraclius, 
being feated on his tribunal, afked him why he refufed to adore the 
image of the mother of the gods. He anfwered, becaufe he was a 
Chriilian, arid adored the true God who reigneth in heaven. The 
judge then enquired of the officers, whether he was a citizen of 
the place. One of th^m anfwered : " He is of this place, and of a 
" noble family.'' The judge faid to Symphonan : " You flatter 
" yourfelf on account of your birth, and are perhaps unacquainted 
" with the emperour's orders. 1 ' He then ordered him to be bound, 
and faid to him ; " What fay you to this, Symphorian ? ** The 
martyr continuing to exprefs his abhorrence of the idol, Hilarlus 
commanded him to be cruelly beaten with clubs, and fent him to 
prifon. Two days after, he was brought out of his dark dungeon, 
and pre fented before the tribunal. Hilarius courted him by prof- 
iers of preferment, faying: " It would be' much better for yon to 
" ferve the immortal gods, and to receive a gratuity from the pub- 
" lick treafury. with an honourable military office. If you have a 
" mind, I will caufe the altars to be adorned with flowers, that 
" you may offer to the gods the incenle which is due to chcju." 
Symphorian teitificd by his anfwer, that he ilefpifed the offers th.it- 
wcre made him, and abhorred the cruel and extravagant fuperlti- 
tious that were made ufe of in the worfhip of Cybele. At length 
the judge condemned him to die by the (word. He heard the fen- 
tence with joy. As he was carried out of the town to execution, 
his mother Handing on the wails of the city to fee him pall by, 
cried out to him : " My fon, my fon Symphorian ; remember 
" the living God, and be of good courage. Raife your heart 
" to heaven, and confider him that reigneth there. Fear not death 
" which leads to certain life." He fullered about the year 17S. 
Some religious perfons carried away his body private y t and buried 
it iu a cave, near a fountain, without the common field. His tomb 
became famous for miracles, and in the middle of the huh tfUurv 

•Dphronius, a pricll, afterwards bilhop of Autun, buiU over n a 
Vol. III. () o chinch 
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church in his honour. — Sec his authentick a6ts in Ruinart, p. 70, 
and St. Gregory of Tours Hift. 1. 2. c. 15, and 1. de Gloria Mart.— 
AKo Tillemont T. 4. Ceillier T. 2. p. 99. 

St. Timothy, M. This holy man went from Antloch to Rome; 
and having preached there about a year, was beheaded by 
order of the tyrant Maxentius, fon of Maximian Herculeus, in 
311. The Roman martyrology and breviary join his name with 
thofe of the two foregoing martyrs* 
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St. P HILIP B E N I T I, C 

From the Annals of the Order of Servites, compiled by Giani, ami 
the notes of F. Cuper the Bollandijl, 4ugufii T. 4. p. 654. Jifo 
from Paulas Florentinus in his Dialogues, De Origine Servo- 
rum B. Maries V. publified in the Delicia Eruditorum y 

Roma. 1754* Tome le. 

A. D. 1285. 

CT. PhiltpBeniti or Benizi, the principal ornament 
^ and propagator of the religious Order of the Servites in 
Italy, was defcended of the noble family of Benizi in Florence, 
and a native of that city. His virtuous parents were well pei- 
fuaded that the right or wrong ftate of human nature depends 
as neceifarily upon the education of children, as that of a plant 
upon proper culture ; and that the whole of this art confifts, not 
only in ilrengthening the body by fuitable exercife, and open- 
ing and improving the faculties of the mind by proper ftudics, 
but above all by forming in youth ftrong and lailing habits, 
and infpinne them with the moft noble fentimcnts, of all vir- 
tucs. Through their care, a/lifted by a fpecial grace, 1 ntJip 
prefeiveci his foul untainted by vice and the world, and daily 
advanced in the fear of God. Having gone through the Audits 
of humanity in his own country, he was fent to Paris to apply 

liimfclf to the itudy of medicine (<r/), in which charity was his 

motive, 

(//) The iludy and practice of vet obferve. The council ol 
phyhek, like other fcionces, were Kheiuis under Innocent 11- 1,1 
t hen fallen into the Iiaiulb of the 1 131, forbad monies to fmjueut 

citf^y, i\ j Floury and Dom fti- l'chooh of medicine, or practice 
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motive, and Galen, though a heathen, was a ftrong fpur to 
him in railing his heart continually from the contemplation of 
nature to the adoration and praife of its great author. From 
Paris he removed to Padua, where he purfued the fame iludies 3 

O o 2 and 



it out of their own monaftery, on 
account of the law of endofure : 
but fome monks flail purfued it 
at home ; and fome among the 
fecular clergy continued to teach 
and praclife it as before. Peter 
Lombard, canon of Chartres (a 
different perfon from the bifliop 
of Paris of the fame name) was 
fir ft phyfician to king Lewis the 
Voting ; and Mauger, archdea- 
con of Evreux, afterward bilhop 
of Winchefler in 1199, was ftrft 
phyfician to Richard I. king of 
England (Wharton Anglia Sa- 
cra T. 2. p. 478.). The coun- 
cil of Lateran in 1 21 5 forbad the 
clergy, who praclifed medicine, 
to perform any operations in 
which fteel inftruments or fire 
are applied. In the thirteenth 
century furgery began to be a 
diltindl profellion from medicine. 
Till that time this latter was 
looked upon in the fchools ao a 
part of phyficks or natural phi • 
lofophy : nor was it made a dif- 
tinft faculty before the year 
1472. Though the belles Ut- 
trts were itill neglecled, till 
the Greeks revived the raile of 
tlicm in the Weil, the iludy of 
medicine began to be much cul- 
tivated with other fcrious fci- 
enceb in the eleventh and twelfth 
centuries ; but anatomy and 
botany were little known, with- 
out which phyficians are no bet- 
ter than empyricks. Medicine 
tnen LOiifitU'tl in leading princi- 
pally t Sal en and Hippocrates, 
•wl in obferving nature, the only 
J«f method of that Uudy whicii 
Hippocrates leads hh -tcienrive 



readers to purfue. The moft 
famous fchools for medicine fefc 
up in the twelfth age were thofe 
of Paris" and Montpellier. (See 
Du Chefne. Scriptores Hill. 
Franc. T. 5 p. 323.) That of 
Padua fucceeded them ; and they 
were preceded by that of Saler- 
no, of all others at that time 
the moil celebrated, and much 
reforted to >from France, Eng- 
land, &c. as appears from the 

learned John of Sali/bury, in his 
Metahgicus , 1. i.e. 4. — See Ber- 

nier, Hiftoire de la Medicine. — 

The famous Medical Initiations 
of the School of Salerno, col- 
lected by the profeffor Peter of 
Milan, chiefly from the Arabians 
and Galen, which have been io 
often reprinted, were compiled 
in the nth age. Robert duke 
of Normandy, having confulted 
the fchool of Salerno, as he 
pafTed through Italy in his re- 
turn from the fir 11 crufade, a 
copy of this book was faon af- 
ter addreifed to him under the 
title of King of England. It is 
to be wi/hed that the late French 
edition of this book had been 
enriched with a curious inveftiga- 
tion of each precept, that thofe 
of Hippocrates had been diflin*- 
jMiifhed from others borrowed 
from the Arabians, and that 
mine mi Hakes had been pointed 
out, and con titled fiom modern 
obfei vations ii ne e a n<*w path 
has bet n II nick out in that II tidy 
by I!a<>Hvi and )>eU:ni, and has 
been fo laudably purfued by 
Lommius, Sydenham Jioei haave, 

Van Swicccn, Hoffman, &c. 
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and took the degree of do£tor, which then was the fame in tha 
faculty as in Arts(i). After his return to Florence he took 
fome time to deliberate with himfelf what courfe to fteer, 
earneftly begging God to dire£t him into the path in which he 
fhould moft perfectly fulfil his divine will. 

The religious Order of Servites, or Servants of God under 
the fpecial patronage of the B. Virgin, had been inftituted in 
that country fifteen years before. Seven very rich merchants 
of Florence had laid the foundation of this inftitute, having 
by mutual agreement retired to Monte Senario, fix miles from 
that city. They lived there in little cells, fomething like the 
hermits of Camaldoli, pofTeffing nothing but in common, and 
profefling obedience to Bonfilio Monaldi, whom they chofe 
fuperiour. The aufterities which they pra6tifed were exceed- 
ing great, and they lived in a great meafure on alms, Bon- 
filio Monaldi, the firft fuperiour of this fervent company, at 
the requeft of certain pious perfons, founded a fmall convent 
near one of the gates of Florence, with a chapel under the title of 
the Annunciation of the Bleffed Virgin. St. Philip happening to 
hear mafs in this chapel on Thurfday in Eafter week, was 
ftrongly affected with the words of the Holy Ghoft to the 
deacon Philip, which were read in the epiftle of that day (2), 
Draw ncar^ and join thy f elf to the chariot. His name being Phi- 
lip he applied to himfelf thefe words of the Holy Ghoft, as 
an invitation to put himfelf under the patronage of the Bleflid 
"Virgin in that holy Order. The night following he 
to limfelf in a dream or vifion to be in a vail: wilderneis (re- 
prefenting the world) full of precipices, rocks, flint- (tone?, 
briars, in ares and venomous fer perns, fo that he did not ftc 
how it was poflible for him to efcape fo many dangers. Whilft 
he was in the utmoft dread and confirmation, he thought he be- 
held the BlelTed Virgin feated in a chariot, calling him to 
this new Order. The next day Philip revolved in his mind, 
that great watchfulncfs and an extraordinary grace are requiiuc 
to difcover every lurking rock or land in the couife of lilc in 
the woild, and he was perfuaded that God called him to this 
Order, ellablifhed under the patronage of his Mother, as to 
a place of rehire. Accordingly Ire repaired to the li' tic 
chapel where he had heard mails, and was admitted l*y iv. 
JLonfilio to the habit, in quality of lay-brother, that Hate being 
more agreeable to his humility. He made his religious vows 

on the 8th of September in 1233, anu * was * c,n ^Y ' l ' s 
pel i our to Monte Senario, there to work, at every kind of haul 
country labour. The faint cheerfully applied hhnfeh to it "i 




(1) I Jill. Literairc, T. 9. p» 191. 



(2) Aft, viii. ay 
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a perfect fpirit of penance, but accompanied his work with 
conftant recollection and fervent prayer j and all his (pare hours 
he devoted to this holy exercife in a little cave behind the 
church 5 where inebriated with heavenly delights, and in ec- 
flafies of divine love he often forgot the care which he owed 
to his body. He moffc in duhVioully concealed his learning and 
talents, till they were at length discovered : in the mean time 
thofe who converfed with him admired the heavenly prudence and 
light with which he fpoke on fpiritual things. He was charged 
with the care of a new convent that was founded at Sienna, 
where he undefignedly difplayed his abilities in a difcourfe on 
certain controverted points, in prefence of two learned Do- 
minicans and others, to the great allonifliment of thofe that 
heard him. The fuperiours of his Order were hereupon en- 
gaged by others to draw this bright light from under the bufhel, 
and to place it on the candleftick. Having therefore obtained 
a difpenfation of his Holincfs, they took care to have him pro- 
moted to holy Orders, though nothing but their abfolute com- 
mand could extort the humble faint's confent to fuch a ftep. 
He was foon after made definitor, then afliftant to the general ; 
and, in 1267, the fifth general of his Order. Upon the death 
of Clement IV. the cardinals alTembled at Viterbo began to 
caft their eyes on him to raife him to the apoftoJick chair. 
Having intelligence of this defign, in the greateft alarms, he 
retired into the mountains with only one religious companion, 
and lay concealed there till Gregory X. was chofen. He re- 
joiced to find in this retreat an opportunity of redoubling the 
macerations of his body, and giving himfelf up to the Ivveet 
exercife of heavenly contemplation. All this time he lived 
chiefly on dry herhs, and drank at a fountain, fince cifecmed 
miraculous, and called St. Philip's bath, fituate on a mountain 
named Montagnate. He returned from the defert glowing with 
holy zeal, to kindle in the hearts of ChrihMans the fire of 
divine love. After preaching in many parts of Italy, he 
appointed a vicar- gen oral there to govern his Order, and 
with two religious companions undertook an extenfive million, 
preaching with great fruit at Avignon, Touloufe, Paris, and 
in other great cities in Fiance: alfo in Flandeis, Kri/eland, 
Saxony, and higher Oct many. Alter two years able nee he 
came back to hold the general chapter of his Order at Jiorgo 
in 12.74, in which he ufed all his endeavours to be rehafed 
from the burden of the gcncralfhip : but was fo far from beimr 
:aru that he was confirmed in that dignity for life. Indeed 
no one was more worthy of it than he who moil /imeiciy 
judged himfelf to be of all perfons living the mo/1 unwoithy. 

O o 3 in 
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In the fame fame year he repaired to the fecond general coun- 
cil of Lyons, from which he obtained the confirmation of 
his Order, pope Gregory X. prefjding there in perfon. The 
faint announced the word of God wherever he came, and had 
an extraordinary talent in converting finners, and in reconciling 
thofe that were at variance. Italy was at. that time horribly 
divided by inteftine difcords and hereditary factions, particu- 
larly thofe of the Guelphs and Gibellins (£). Holy men often 
fought to apply remedies to thefe quarrels, which had a happy 
effect upon fome : but in many, thefe difcords, like a wound ill 
cured, broke out again with worfe fymptoms than ever. St. 
Philip wonderfully pacified the factions when they were ready 
to tear each other to pieces at Fiftoia, and in many other 
places. He fucceeded at length alfo at Forli, but not without 
firft expofing himfelf to many dangers. The feditious infulted 
and beat him in every part of the city : but his invincible pa- 
tience at length difarmed their fury, and vanquifhed them. 
St. Peregrinus Latiozi, who was their ringleader, and had 
himfelf iiruck the faint, was fo powerfully moved by the 
example of his meeknefs and fandtity, that he threw himfelf 
at his feet, and with many tears begged his pardon and prayers. 
Being become a perfect: model of penitents he was received by 
him into the Order of Servites at Sienna, and continued his 
penance in fackcloth and allies to his happy death in the 
eightieth year of his age. So evident were his miracles and 
other tokens of his heroick fandtity and perfeverencc, that he 
was canonized by Benedict XIII. in 1726. 

St. Philip made the fandtification of his religious brethren 

the primary object of his zeal, as it was the firft part of his 

charge. 



(/>) The Guelphs were thofe 
that adhered to the popes ; and 
the partisans or' the cmperours 
in their concerts about inveiti- 
tures, &c. were called Gibellins. 
The dillinction of tlwfe two 
factions was firft Jv.ard of in 
Germany. In 11 40, the cm- 
perour Conrad HI. difpofed of 
the dutchy of Bavaria in favour 
of his hrother Leopold, xnar- 
emve of Aullria, expelling the 
family of the Guelphs, who had 
Jong enjoyed it. Gut;] ph. VII. 
maintained by arms the right of 
his family, in favour of his 

>yard Henry, fur named the {.Jon, 



to whom Conrad's fucceflbur, 
Frederick Barbarofla, aftervvaids 
reltore<J it. Conrad was born at 
Waiblingcn in Svvabia, whence 
his adherents were called Wfli- 
blingi, winch word by the Ita- 
lian pronunciation was fohencd 
into Gihcllini. Thcle faUions 
fnbfifled in Geiniany for above 
an hundred years ; but in J inly 
a! molt four hundred ; they not 
being quite extinct there hc- 
foie the reiftn of Charles V. 
See Riiniub^ Hiilory of the IJoulo 
of Hannover and liar re's U»p lU % 
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charge (c). Nor was he a ftranger to the maxim whieh the 
zealous reformer of La Trappe fo ftrenuoufly inculcated (3), 
that a religious community in which regular difcipline is ener- 
vated, and thofe who profefs the Order are ftrangcrs tp its true 
fpirit, is not a harbour or place of refuge, but a fhip wreck 
of fouls. Scarce could a faint be able to refift fuch a torrent 
of example, or the poifon of fuch an air, in which, as in a 
pefthoufe, every one is confined. Though giofs crimes of 
the world are fhut out, the want of the religious fpirit, and a 
negleft of the particular duties of that heroick ftate, are enough 
to damn fouls. To preferve his family from fo fatal a misfor- 
tune our faint never ceafed to watch and pray. Judging at 
length by the decay of his health that the end of his life drew 
near, he fet out to make the vifnation of the convents of hfe 
Order at Florence, Sienna, Perugia and other places. Arriv- 
ing at Todi, he went ftraight to the altar of our Lady, and 
falling proftrate on the ground prayed with great fervour, and 
faid : This is the place of my reft for ever. The day fol- 
lowing hp made a moving fermon on the glory of the blcfied. 
His diforder manifefted itfelf by a {harp fever on the feaft of the 
AfTumption of the Mother of God. The time of his ficknefe 
he employed in admirable fentiments of compunction : and on 
the octave day, falling into his agony he called for his book* 
by which word he ufually meant his crucifix, and devoutly 
contemplating it, calmly expired. To give place to the 
octave of the AfTumption, his feaft is kept on the following 
day, the 23d of the month. He was canonized by Clement X. 
in 1671 : but the bull was only publifhcd by Benedict XII f. 
in 1724. In the Jives of the faints we fee the happincfs of a 
rooted virtue, which by repeated fervent exercifes is formed 

O o 4 into 

(3) Abbe Ranee, Maximes & Oblig. do T Etat Rclig. Sec. 



(r) The Order of the Scrvircs 
was approved by Alexander IV. 
and Benedict XI. St. Philip pro- 
pagated it in moil parts or July, 
and built feme convents in 
1' ranee. It is at prelent divided 
into twenty- feven provinces. The 
chief houfe is that of the An- 
nunciation in l'lnrence. The 
primitive nuUerity of this initi- 
ate was in procefs of time 
lunch relaxed. Wherefore, in 
"593, it was by a fever e reforma- 
tion brought back to iu original 



manner of living in the hermi- 
tages on Monte Senario. Thefe 
reiornied religious men are called 

Hcrniitc Scrvitcs. in the fif- 
teenth century the popes Mar- 
tin V. and innocent VIII, de- 
clared the Sci vitC9 a fifth men- 
dicant Order, and a/Ibciatcd it 
in this refpect with the four 
former Orders of Mendicant?, 
the hVanci leans, the Dominican-, 
the Catmelir.es, and the Her- 
mits of St, Auftin. 
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into ftrong and lafting habits of temperance, meeknefs, humi- 
lity, charity, and holy zeal. Such a virtue is never waiped 
by felfifh views : it never belies, or is inconfiftent with, itfclf • 
it vanquifhes all enemies, difcovers their fnares, triumphs over 
their afTaults, and is faithful to the ehd T If ours is not fuch, 
we have reafon to fear it is falfe, and unworthy of a crown. 

On the fame DAY 

SS. Claudius, Asterius, Nbok, Domnfna and Theonilla, 
1VIM. Though the emperours Dioclefian and Maximian were for a 
great part of their reign favourable to the Chriftians, and patted 
no edi&s againlt them till the latter end ; yet feveral martyrs fuf- 
fered in the beginning of their reign, efpecially at Rome, and in 
Gaul and Britain, and fome alfo in the Eaft. This was owing to 
particular occafions, or to the humour of certain governours of 
provinces, who a&ed by virtue of former laws which had never 
been repealed. In this manner the above-mentioned five martyrs 
were crowned in Cilicia. Claudius Afterius and Neon were three 
"brotheis, who were impeached as Chriftians before the magistrates 
of the city JEgea in which they dwelt, by their mother- in-law, 
whofe principal view was to poflefs herfelf of their eftate. About 
the fame time two pious women named Domnina and Theonilla 
,with a little child (perhaps Domnina s) were likewife, on account of 
their faith, thrown into prifon by the fame magiltrate, and brought 
to their tiiai before the proconful of Cicilia, whofe name was Ly- 
fias. Their adts are extant entire as they were copied from the 
proconsular regifter. 

The proconi'ul vifning his province' arrived at JEgea, a fca.port, 
'and a free town in Cilicia, forty-fix miles fouthealt from Tarfus : 
and being there featcd on his tribunal faid : " Let rhem bring 
" before me the Chriftians whom the oflicers have delivered to the 
** city magilLratc." Euthalius the jailer faid : " The magiftratc of 
this city, having puriuanfi to your orders, made the ftrictcit en- 
quiry after the Chriftians, has apprehended fix of this profusion: 
three young men, all brothers, two women, and a fmall child. 
One of them is here before you.*' Ly lias laid to him : " Well: 
what is your name ? " He anfwered : «* Claudius. 1 ' *' Ue not 
fuch a madman,' 1 laid Lyiias, " as to throw thyfelf away in thy 
youthful days; but faciificc to the gods, the only way to efcape 
the torments prepared for thee in cafe of rcfufal." Claudiib: 
My God reijuireb no fuch facrificcs ; he rather delights in alms- 
deeds and hoJinefs of life. Your gods are unclean demons, 
who are ple.ded with fuch facrificcs, whillt they are preparing 
eternal puniilimenc-* for thole who offer them." Lyfias : ** liM 
** him be hound in order to be beaten with rods ; there is no other 
way of bringing him to reafon." Claudius : ** Though you 
Ihould inflict upon me the moil cruel torments, you will not move 

or hurt inc." Lyiias: " The emperours have commanded that 

** the 
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« the Chriftians facrifice to the gods ; that they who refufe to do it 
« be punifhed, but that honours and rewards be bellowed on fuch as 
« obey." Claudius : " Their rewards are temporary and fhort- 
« lived; whereas the confeffion of Jelus Chrift has everlafting glory 
« for its recompence." Then the proconful commanded him to be 
put upon the rack, fire to be applied to his feet, and little flices 
of fleih to be cut off his heels, and prefented to him. The martyr 
faid : " Neither your lire nor all your other torments can hurt 
» thofe who fear God. All this conduces to bring them to eternal 
« life." Lyfias ordered his flefli to be torn with iron hooks ; then 
]ns fides to be rubbed with broken potftierds, and burning torches 
to be applied to them. Claudius faid : " J efteem it a great bene- 
« fit to fufFer for God, and the greateft riches to die for Jefus 
« Chrifl.y Lyfias : " Take him hence, carry him back to prifon, 
« and bring: another." 



— . ° — ' 

Euthalius the keeper of the prifon faid : ct According to your or- 
» dcrs, my lord, we have brought hither Afterius the fecond brother." 
Lyfias faid to him , " Take my advice and facrifice to the gods : you 
* 4 have before your eyes the torments that are prepared for thofe 
that refufe." Afterius : <€ There is one God who dwelleth in the 
" heavens, and in the greatnefs of his power regardeth the lowcft 
" things. Him my parents have taught me to love and adore. I 
" know not thofe chat you worfliip, and call gods." Lyfias then 
ordered him to be laid on the rack, faying: k< Squeeze his fides, 
" tear them with iron hooks, and bid him comply initantly, and 
" facrifice to^ the god* 1 " Afterius replied : i( 1 am his brother 
" whom you juft now interrogated. Our fentiments are the fame, 
" and we make the fame confeffion, JVIy body is in your power ; 
4< but. my foul is out of your reach. " Lyfias faid : " Bring 
u the iron pincers and pullies ; bind his feet ; fqueeze and torture 
" him to the purpofe, that he may perceive i can infiift torments. 
After this he faid; *< Put live coals under his feet; and lafli hnn 
" on the back and belly with whips of leather thongs. " The 
martyr replied : " The only favour I defire of you is, that you fufler 
" no part of my body to be exempt from torment." Lyfias faid : 
" fake him hence, put him with the reft, and bring the third." 
When Neon was brought, Lyfias called him fon, and treated him 
with mildnefs, exhorting him to facrifice to the gods that he might 
clcape torments. Neon anfwercd, that his gods had no power if 
they were not able to defend themfelvcs without having recourfe to 
his authority. Lyfias faid: 41 Strike him on the neck, and bid 
" him not biafphemc the gods." Neon replied : " You think I blaf- 
pheme when I fpi-ak the truth." Lyfias faid : «< Stretch him by 
die feet upon the rack; put burning coals upon him, and fcourpe 
his back with thongs." While this was executing Neon faid : 
1 will do what is profitable for my foul, and no man fliall ever 
" make me change this refolution." Lyfias then dictated this 
lenience: «* Kuthalius the keeper, and A rebel a us the execmioi v 
" lhall take care that thefe three brothers be crucified without, tl c 

' town, that the birds of the air may devour their bodies." 
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Then Eutlialius prefented Domnina: whereupon Lyfias faidao 
her: *• You fee, woman, the fire and torments which are pre- 



paring for you ; if you would avoid them, draw near, and 
facrifice." Domnina replied : *' I fhall not do it, left I fall 
* tf into eternal fire, and perpetual torments. I worfhip God and his 
** Son Jefus Chrift, who hath made heaven and earth, and all that 
«• is therein." Lyfias faid : "Take off her garments, lay her at 
* 6 her length, and fcourge her with rods." After this was done, 
Archelaus the executioner faid to Lyfias : c< May it pleafe you, 
" Domnina is juft expired." Lyfias faid : " Throw her body 
** into the midtt of the river." Euthalius faid : " Here, my lord, 
" is Theonilla." Lyfias faid to her : " You have feen the flames 
** and torments with which the others have been punifhed. Ho- 
«« nour the gods, and facrince." Theonilla replied : " I dread 
cs eternal torments, which will deftroy both body and foul." Ly- 
Jias faid : u Buffet her, lay her flat and bind her, and torment her 
* c with the utmoft violence." Theonilla faid : '* Are you not 
*' afhamed to inflicl: fuch punifhments on a woman that is free and 
** a ftranger too ? You know it to be true, and God fees what you 
«< do." Lyfias faid ; " Hang her up by the hair of her head, and 
« £ flrkeherontheface." Theonilla faid ; " Is it not enough that you 
« have flripped me naked ? It is not me only that you have injured, 
** but your mother and your wife are alfo put to confufion in my 
* c perfon." Lyfias faid 3 " Are you a married woman, or are you 
« c a widow ? " Theonilla replied : " I have been a widow thefe 
c< three and twenty years, it is for the love of God that I have 
tfC continued in this (late, accuftoming myfelf to fading, watching 
ct and prayer, ever fince 1 have forfaken your unclean idols." Ly- 
fias faid: "Shave her head, that (he may undergo the greater 
" confufion. Gird her about with thorns : extend her body, 
*' and tic it to four tfakes : fcourge her with thongs, not only 
* c upon the back, but over all her body; lay live coals upon 
<• her belly, and To let her die." Euthalius the jailer, and Archc- 
laus the executioner faid .- " My lord, fhe is now dead." Then 
faid Lyfias to them . " Sew her benjy up in a fack ; tie it fait, and 
* B throw it into the water. 1 ' i-luthajius and Archelaus faid : " We 
*• have executed your orders relating to the bodies of the Chnfti- 
«* ans." The periecutors took thefe precautions with regard to 
ihctr dead bodies, that the ChriJUans might not get poiielHon of 
j'ui-sr rclicka 'Ihefe holy mamrs fullered at yltgea in the confute 
of Dioclefian and Ariilobulus. on the 10th oJ th- ralcndsoJ fecp- 
LCinber, that is, on the 23d of Auguit, in the year of our Lad 
285, Lyfias being prcconful of Cilicia, by whole command HS. 
Co fin as and Damian, brokers, and phylkian:;, and a great imin* 
her of other martyrs fufiercd.r. — See the genuiue proconlular a£ti 
(if SB. Claudius, A fieri us, See. in Karonius, Sunns and Kuinait^ 

St. AroM.iNAu.w; Siuonius, Jiiihop of Clermont, C. tarns 
.Soil his Apollinaria Sidonius was born at Lyons about the year 431, 
and was of out- of the moll noble families in Gaul, where hi.- ta* 

wicr and f^ndfatucr, both named Apollinatk., had counmimku 
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fucceffively in quality of prefects of the prsetorium. He was edu- 
cated in arts and learning under the beft matters, and was one of 
the moft celebrated oratours and poets of the age in which he lived. 
From his epiftles it is manifeil that he was always religious, pious, 
humble, affable, extremely affectionate, beneficent and companion- 
ate, and no lover of the world even whilft he lived in it. For 
fome time he had a command in the imperial army ; and he married 
Papianilla, by whom he had a fon called Apollinaris, and two 
daughters. Papianilla was daughter of Avitus, who after having 
been thrice prefect of the praetorium in Gaul was raifed to the im- 
perial throne at Rome in 455 : but being obliged to quit the purple 
after a reign of ten months, died on the road to Auvergne. Ma- 
jorian his fucceflbur profecuted his relations, and coming to Lyons, 
caufed Sidonius to be apprehended : but admiring the conftancy 
with which he bore his difgrace, and becoming acquainted with 
his extraordinary qualifications and virtue, reftoied his eilates 
to him, and created him count. Majorian was a good foldier, and 
began to curb the barbarians who laid wafte the fairer! provinces 
of the empire, but was flain in 461, by Ricimer, the Goth, his 
own general, who placed the diadem upon the head of Sevcrus, 
Upon this revolution Sidonius left the court, and led a retired life: 
in Auvergne, where he protected his province from the Goths, and 
divided his time between his ftudies, and the exercifes of piety* 
Severus was poifoned by Ricimer after a reign of four years, and 
Anthemius chofen emperour in 467, who immediately called Si- 
donius again to Rome, and created him prince of the fenate, pa- 
trician and prefect of the city. His piety and devotion i uttered 
no prejudice in his elevation, and amidlt the diftra£tion of his 
fccular employments, in which he made ufe of his authority only 
to promote the divine honour, and to render himfelf the fervant of 
others in ftudying to advance every one's happinef's and comfort. 

God foon called him from thefe fccular dignities to the government 
of his church. The biihoprick of Arvcrnum, finco called Cler- 
mont in Auvergne, falling vacant in 471, the people of that exten- 
jivc diocefs, and the biihops of the whole country, who had long 
regretted his abfence whilft he was detained in the capital of the 
world, unanimoufly demanded that he ihouid be reilored to them 
in order to fill the epifcopal chair. Sidonius was then a layman,, 
and his wife was yet living: he therefore urged the authority of 
canons againft fitch an election, and oppofed it wkh ail hi-» ink' lit 
till fearing at length to refill the will <j! heaven he acqniefced ; it 
having been cuilomary on extraordinary occafiom to diipenfe with 
the canons which forbid laymen to Ik: chofen bifhops. He there- 
fore and his wife agreed to a perpetual reparation j aiui from Jiat 
moment he renounced pocly which till then had been hi;; delight, 
lo apply himfelf only to thofe lludies which were moll agreeable 
is nnnillry. lie was no ltranger to them whilft a layman, and 
he foon became an oracle whom other bilhopa confulted in their 
tliflieulties ; though he was always lefcrved and unwilling to de- 

t>ie (hem, and nfually r el erred them to others, alleging tli.it 
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he was not capable of acting the part of a doctor among his bre- 
thren, whofe direction and fcience he itood himfelf infinitely in need 
of. St. Lupus, bifliop of Troyes, who had loved and honoured him 
whilft he was yet wandering in the dry deferts of the world, found 
his affection for him redoubled when he beheld him become a 
goice of fouls in the paths of religion and virtue. Upon his promo- 
tion to the epifcopal dignity he wrote him an excellent letter of con- 
gratulation and advice, in which among other things he told him (i): 
It is no longer by pomp and an equipage that you are to keep 
up your rank, but by the moll: profound humility of heart. You 
are placed above others, but muft confider yourfelf as below 
the meaneil and lait in your flock. Be ready to kifs the feet of 
thofe whom formerly you would not have thought worthy to fit 
under your feet. You mult render yourfelf the fervant oi all." 
This Sidonius made the rule of his conduct. He kept always a 
very frugal table, fafted every fecond day, watched much, and 
though of a tender conflitution, often feemed to carry his penitential 
aufcerities to excefs. He was frequently in want of neceflaiies, 
becaufe he had given all away to the poor. His love and com- 
panion for them even whillfc he lived in the world was fuch, that he 
iometimes had ibid all his plate for their relief; which having 
been done without the knowledge of his wife, fhe afterwards re- 
deemed it. After he was bifliop he looked upon it as his principal 
duty to provide for the inttruction, comfort and afliitance of the 
poor. In the time of a great famine he maintained at his own 
charge, with the charitable fuccours which Ecdicius his wife's bro- 
ther, put into his hands, more than four choufnnd Burguncians 
and other Grangers, who had been driven from their own country 
by mifery and neceflity ; and when the fcarcity was over he fur- 
niftied them with carriages, and fent them to their refpective 
homes. St. Sidonius made frequent vifitations of his diocels, and 
performed every office of his miniiiry with all the care and prudence 
poflible. The reputation of his wifdom was fo great, that bcinp ( 
fummoncd to Bourges, when that fee which was his metropolitan 
church, was vacant in 472, all the prelates there aflembled, with 
one confent, referred the election of a bifliop to him, aud he no- 
minated Simplicius, a holy pallor (2). He fays that a biihop 
ought to do by humility what a monk and a penitent are obliged to 
do by their profeilion. He gives us the following account of Maxi- 
rnus archbiihop of Touloufc, whom he had before known a very 
rich man in the world ; that he found him in his new fpiritual dig- 
nity wholly changed ; his clothing, countenance and difcourle fa- 
voured of nothing but modefly and piety ; he had Ihwrt hair, and ;i 
long beard ; his* houlholdllulF was plain ; he had nothing but 
wooden benches, Huff curtains, a bed without feathers, and a table 
without a carpet ; and the food of his family confilled of puHe mure 

than flofli I He teilihes that the annual feilivals of faints were kept 
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with great folemnity ; that on them the people flocked to the churcli 
in throngs before day ; that they lighted up a great many tapers ; 
that the monks and clergy fung the vigils or mattins in two choirs, 
and that they celebrated mafs about noon (4). The city of 
Clermont being beficged in 475, by Alarick, king of the Vifi- 
goths, who then reigned in the fouthern provinces of France, the 
'zealous bilhop encouraged the people to ftand upon their de- 
fence, by which he expofed himfelf to the rage of the conquer- 
ours after they were mailers of the place. He intreated the Arian 
king to grant feveral articles in favour of the catholicks, which 
the barbarian was fo far from allowing, that he lent the holy pre- 
late prifoner to Liviane, a calHe near Carcaflbne, where he Alf- 
red much. However, Alarick fome time after reitored him to his 
fee. and he continued to be the comfort and fupporc of the dif- 
trefled Catholicks in that country, He was again expelled by two 
factious wicked priefts, but fome time after recovered the govern- 
ment of his church, and died in peace in the year 482, on the 2 j ft 
of Auguft. His feftival was kept with folemnity at Clermont, 
where his memory is in great veneration. His body lay fir it in 
the old church of St. Saturninus, but was afterwards tanflated into 
that of St. Genefius, — See his works (/?) ; St. Gregory of 'Jours, 
Hilt. Fr. 1. 11. c. 22, 24. and the life of the faint by Savoron 

and F. Sirmond ; alio Fleury, 1. 29. n. 36. and Ceillier, T. 15. 
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{a) Sidonius's works confift of 
nine books of letters, and of a 
collection of fhorc poems upon 
particular fubjects directed to 
his friends. His principal poems 
are three panegy ricks on the 
emperours Aviius, Majorian and 
Anthemius. He difcovers a rich 
poetical geniu:>, and wrote veries 
rv;ulily, but his p omotion to 
the cpifcopal dignity hindered 
liim trom polilhing them. His 
thoughts are ingenious, witty 
and turioub ; and his llyle is 
conciic, pica fan t and lively, but 
iome times too lofty and iuhtlc. 
He ufc. fome words which Ihew 
the Latin lanpuapc had then do- 
generated from its purity. He 
lutl a ilowery i magi nation, and 
txcells in his deicriptions and 
drau-i In-.. The learned Savaron 

1 vtbljllicci the works of Apolli- 



naris Sidonius with ufeful notes, 
in quarto at Paris and Hannover. 
But the edition of F. Sirmondus, 
efpecially the latter in 1652, 
which ib more ample, is enriched 
with new notes fo well chofen, 
' fo curious and judicious, as to 
give an ample proof of the excel- 
lency of the editor's undcriland- 
ing, and the depth of his learn- 
ing. The corredtnefs of all the 
works of this learned Jcfuit juf- 
tify the advice which lie gave 
Huet : " Be not in hane," laid 
he, *' to make your appearance 
in print: revile your works at 
diilant intervals ; keep them 
by you, according to the max- 
im of Horace and Vida, for 
ten years : and declare not 
yourfelf an author before you 
are Jiity yeais old." 
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St. Theonas, Archbifliop of Alexandria, M. He fucceeded St. 
Maximus in that patriarchal chair in 282, and held it almoft niriel 
teen years ; being himfelf, by the Alining light of his fan&ity and 
learning, the greateft ornament of that church at a time when it 
was in both refpecls mod flourifhing, St. Pierius was then prieft 
and catechift in that church, and fupported the high reputation of 
its fchool, fo as to be fiiled himfelf the young Origen. Among 
the many works which Pierius left, nothing but fome few fragments 
liave reached us. Photius tells us, that in a book which he wrote 
upon St. Luke's gofpel, he proved that the difrefpecr. which is 
Ihewn to images, falls back upon that which they reprefent. St. 
Theonas himfelf wrote an ufeful letter of inftru&ion, how the 
Chriftians who lived in the emperour's court ought to behave : it 
w \s addrerled to Lucian, firfl chamberlain to the emperour Diocle- 
fian. St. Theonas died in 300, and was fucceeded by St. Peter. 
St Alexander built in that city a church dedicated to God under 
the ratronage of St. Theonas. — See St. Jerom, Eufebius, Cave 
HiiL Liter, p. 172. Ceillier, T. 3. Du Pin Bibl. p. 256. 




AUGUST 24. 

St. BARTHOLOMEW, Apoftk 

^TT^ H E name here given to this apoftle is not his proper, 
JL but patronymical name ; and imports, the fon of Tho- 
!©mcw or Tolmai, like Barjona, and Bartimeus. Rupertus, 
Janfenius and feveral other learned interpreters of the holy 
fcripture take this apoftle to have been the fame perfon with 
Nathaniel, a native of Cana in Galilee, a do£tor in the Jewifh 
law, and one of the feventy-two difciplcs of Chrift, to whom 
he was conducted by St. Philip, and whole innocence and fim- 
plicity of heart, deferved to be celebrated with the higheft 
clogium by the divine mouth of our Redeemer ( 1). Bartho- 
lomew Gavant, the learned commentator on the Rubricks of 
the Roman Mifla! and Breviary, has endeavoured, by an cx- 
prefs diflcrtation, to prove this conjecture. F. Stilting, the 
Ilullandili, bus undertaken to confirm this opinion more at 
large (?.). For whereas St. John never mentions Bartholo- 
mew among the apollles, fo the other three evangeliils lake 

no 
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no notice of the name of Nathaniel : and they conftantly put 
together Philip and Bartholomew, as St. John fays Philip and 
Nathaniel came together to Chrift. Alfo Nathaniel is reckoned 
with other apoftles when Chrift appeared to them at the fea of 
Galilee after his refurreclion (3) 5 and if he had not already be- 
longed to that facred college, why was he not propounded a 
candidate for the apoftle/hip to fill the vacant place of Judas ? 

St. Bartholomew was chofen by Chrift one of his twelve 
apoftles, when he formed that facred college (4). He was 
with them witnefs of our Lord's glorious refurreftion, and his 
other principal actions on earth, and was inftruclcd in his di- 
vine fchool, and front his facred mouth. He is mentioned 
among the other difciples who were met together joining in 
devout prayer after Chrift's afcenfion, and he received the 
Holy Ghoft with the reft. Having been prepared by the ex- 
ample and inftr udtions of our Redeemer, and by humble and 
fervent prayer, he was replenifhed, in the defcent of the Holy 
Ghoft, with an heroick fpirit of humility, mortification, con- 
tempt of the world, compunction, prayer, holy zeal and burn- 
ing charity. Thus armed and filled with the eminent fpirit of 
all virtues, twelve apoftles converted many great narions to 
Chrift, and carried the found of his name into the remoteft 
corners of the earth. How comes it that now-a-days the 
apoftolical labours of fo many minifters of the divine word 
produce fo little fruit? One great reafon of this difference is r 
their neglect to obtain of God a large fhare in the fpirit of 
theapoftles. Their fuccefs and the influence of their words 
upon the hearts of men, depend not upon human prudence, 
eloquence and abilities ; the principal inftrument of God's 
grace in multiplying the fruit of his word in the hearts of men- 
is the fpirit with which it is anounced by thofe whom he ho- 
nours with the miniftry. Their fmcere difintereftcdnefs, hu- 
mility and overflowing zeal and charity give as it were a living 
voice to that divine faith and virtue Which they preach : and 
thofe who take upon them this charge are doubly bound to 
prepare thcmfelves for it by ftrenuotffly labouring to obtain of 
thrift this perfect fpirit in the fan&ification of their own fouls, 
not to profane their holy miniftry, and deflroy the work of 
God which is committed to their charge. St. Bartholomew 
ocin^ eminently qualified by the divine grace to di/charge the 
junctions of an apoftle, carried the gofpel 1 1) rough the" m oft 
wbarous countries of the Eaft, penetrating into the remoter 
Indies, as Kufcbius (5) and other ancient wiitcrs tcflify. By 

the 
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the name of Indies the ancients fometimes mean only Arabia ' 
and Perfia 5 but here, they fpeak of proper, India 5 for they j 
make mention of the Brachmans of that country, famous over | 
the whole world for their pretended fkill in philofophy, and in : 
the fuperftitious myfteries of their idolatry.. Eufebius relates i 
that St. Pantaenus, about the beginning of the third century, j 
<*oing into the Indies to confute their Brachmans, found there] 
jome who ftill retained the knowledge of Chrift, and fhewed | 
him a copy of St. Matthew's gofpel in Hebrew, which they j 
affined him that St. Bartholomew had brought into thofe parts j 
when he planted the faith among them. This apoftle returned! 
a^ain into the north- weft parts of Afia ; and met St. Philip at j 
Hierapolis in Phrygia. Hence he travelled into Lycaonia,; 
where St. Chryfoftom affirms that he inftru&ed the people in J 
the Chriflian faith. But we know not even the names of j 
many of the countries to which he preached. We are ftruck 
with aftonifhment when we call to mind how many prifons 
the apoftles fanftified, how many dangers they braved, how 
many vaft regions they travelled over, and how many nations 
they conquered to Chrift. But if we admire their courage, 
zeal and labours, we have ftill greater reafon to wonder and 
be confounded at our fupine fioth and infenfibility, who do no 
thing for the enlargement of God's kingdom in others, or 
even* for the fan edification of our own fouls. It is not owing to 
the want of means or of ftrength through the divine grace, 
but to the want of courage and fincere refolution that we do 
fo little ; that we find no opportunities for excrcifmg chanty 
towards our neighbour, no time for prayer and recollection 0 
fpirit, no ftrength for the pra&ice of fading and penance if 
we examine into the truth, we (hall find that we blind ourfelvcs 
by vain pretences, and that floth, tepidity and indiftcreucf 
have many hindrances, which fervour, reiolution, indultry and 
contrivance find ways readily to remove. The apoft es who 
did and fuffercd fo much for God, ftill fincerely called them-! 
reives unprofitable fervants, made no account ot their labours* 
and were altogether taken up with the thoughts ot what t icy, 
owed to God, and how infinitely they yet fell fhorl ot tins' 
True love exerts itfclf beyond what feems pofliblc, yet count 

all it does as nothing;. . . 

St. Bartholomew's laft removal was into Great Armenia,, 
Where preaching in a place obilinately addicted to the wofllw 
ot idols, he was crowned with a glorious martyrdom, as ^ 
Gregory of Tours mentions (OJ. The modern Greek ^ 
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rians fay that he was condemned by the governour of Albano- 
polis to be crucified. Others affirm, that he was flayed alive, 
which might well, .enough con lift with his crucifixion; this 
double puniihmcilt being in ufe, as we learn from Plutarch 
and Arriari, not only in Egypt, but alfo among the Perfians, 
the next neighbours to thefe Armenians, who might very eafily 
borrow from them this piece of barbarous cruelty . Theodoras 
Lc#or fays, that the emperour Analrafius having built the city 
of Duras in Mefopotamia in 508, caufed the rdicks'of St. 
Bartholomew to be removed thither. St. Gregory of Tours 
allures us that before the end of the fixth age they were carried 
to the ille of Lipari near Sicily. Anaftafius the Librarian in- 
forms us (7) that, in 809, they were trariflated from Lipari 
toBenevento: from whence they were conveyed to Rome in 
983, as Baroriius relates. Ever lince that time they lie depo- 
sited in a porphyry monument under the high altar, in the 
famous church of St. Bartholomew, in the ifle of the Tiber, 
in Rome. An arm of this apoftle's body was fent a prefent by 
the bifhop of Bcnevento to St. Edward the Conf eflbr, and by 
him beftowed on the cathedral church of Canterbury. Among 
the many excellent ftatues which adorn the cathedral at Milan, 
none is more juftly admired than one of St. Bartholomew 
flayed alive, reprefenting the mufcles, veins and other parts 
with an inimitable foftnefs and juftnefs, the work of Chr. Cibo. 
Thefeaft of St. Bartholomew in ancient martyrologies is marked 
on the 24th of Auguft in the Weft, but among the Greeks on 
the nth of June. 

The character iftical virtue of the apoftles was steal for the 
divine glory 5 the firft property of the love of God. A foklier 
is always ready to defend the honour of his prince, and a foil 
that of his father: and can a Chrillian fay he loves God, who 
i> indifferent to his honour? Or can charity towards his neigh-* 
u'ntr be lodged in his breafr, if lie can fee htm in danger of 
P'.'rifhing, and not endeavour, at lealfc by tears and prayers, tor 
!»'\Tt his misfortune ? Every faithful fervant of God makes the 
toll petition which our Lord toadies us in his Ji vine prayer, 
m- nbjc*St of his perpetual ardent deilres and teats, that the Grid 
tJ f hi., heart and of all creatures, may be known, perfectly 
'''v'cd, and faithfully ferved by all : and lie never cc:iim carneflly 
to invite, with the royal prophet, all creatines with their whole 
^'ii'ith, and with all their powers, to magnify the Lord with 
But then it is the iirtt p.ut of his care and prayer that 
w ma v himfclf perfecily attain to this luppiiiete of devoting 
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to God all the affe&ions of his foul, and all the a&ions of his 
life. And it is to him a fubjedr. of perpetual tears and com- 
punction that he fhould have ever offended fo good a God 3 and 
lb kind a Redeemer. 



On the fame DAY 



The Martyrs of Utica, called The White Mafs. In the perfe- 
ction of Valerian, in the year 258, the proconful of Africa went 
from Carthage to Utica, and commanded all the Chriftians who 
were detained in the prifons of that city to be brought before him, 
St. Auitin fays their number amounted to 153. The proconful had 
ordered a great pit of burning lime to be prepared in a field, and 
by it an altar of idols with fait and hog's liver placed on it ready 
for facrifice. He caufed his tribunal to be erecled near this phce 
in the open air, and he gave the prifoners their choice either to be 
thrown into this pic of burning lime, or to offer facrifice to the idols 
which were let by it. They unanhnoufly chofe the firlt, and were 
all confumed together in the furnace. Their afhes were afterwards 
taken out, and as they made up but one common mafs cemented 
with the lime, thefe martyrs were called The Whit* Mafs.— See St. 
Auftin Serin. 306. p. 1239. T. 5. and in Pf. 49. n. 9. and in Pf. 

144. T. 4. p. 1621. Alio S. Prudentius De Cor. Hymn. 13. alias 

5. verf. 80. 

St. Ouen or Audoen, archbifliop of Rouen, C. He was other- 
wife called Dadon, and was ion of Autaire, a virtuous French no- 
bleman, who was fettled in Brie. St. Columban being courteoufly 
entertained by him, gave his bleHing to his two fons, Ouen and 
Adon, then in their infancy. Autaire placed them both, during their 
youth, in the court of king Clotaire II. where they contracted a 
friendfhip with St. Eloi, and by his example conceived a great con- 
tempt for the world, and both refolved to devote thcmlelves to the 
fervice of God. Adon executed his defign fome time after, and 
founded upon an cllate which he had near the river Maine, the 
double monaflery of Jouarre. then called Joti um, which he endowed 
with his own ell ate. It is at prefent a Bcnedicline nunnery. St. 
Ouen was in great credit with king Clotaire II. and with his Ion 
and iucceiTour Dagobert 1. who made him keeper of his lea!, in 
quality of his referendary or chancellor ; and original acU figned 
by him, by virtue of this oflice are Hill extant." He obtained of 
the king a grant of a piece of land nutated in the fore ll of HniN 
between the greater and letter Morin ; where, in 63.1, he elected a 
mo nailery called from the brook near which it Hands, Relhac, at 
prefent IJebais, liy the advice of St. Faro, bifhop of Meaii.x, w 
fc n t for St. Agi!, a difciple of St. Columban, and got him appointed 
the firJL abbot by a council held atClichi in (;-?,6. Jhit in thiv 1^ 
w:i forced to make: nfe of the king's authority : fo; the cini"> f* 
Mci/., Laniircb and lie /.a 117. on had** at the nunc time reqnellcd 
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Agil to be their bifhop, and the monks of Luxeu defired to have 
him for their abbot. St. Ouen would have retired hinifelf to Re- 
bais, there to embrace a monaftick life ; but king Dagobert and 
his nobles could by no means be induced to give their con fen t. St. 
Ouen and St. Eloi, though yet laymen, were for their zeal, piety 
and learning confidercd as oracles evert of the bifhops, and they 
exceedingly promoted the caufe of religion and virtue through the 
whole kingdom. Dagobert dying in 638, Clovis II. his fon and 
fucceflbur, teftified the fame eftecm for St.. Ouen, and continued 
him for fome time in the oilice of Referendary, by virtue of which 
all the letters and edidls of the king were brought to him, and he 
put the king's feal upon them, fays Aymoinus. At length this 
prince was prevailed upon to give St. Ouen leave to receive the 
clerical tonfure, and he was fhortly after elected arch bifhop of 
Rouen, in the room of St. Romanus ; and at the fame time his 
friend St. Eloi was chofen bifliop of Noyon and Tournay. They 
took a confiderable time to prepare themfelves for this dignity by 
retirement, rigorous faftirtg and prayer, and received the epifcopa! 
confecration together at Rheims in 640. St. Ouen in this new 
dignity increafed, not his pomp, but his humility, aullerities and 
charities. His zeal was indefatigable, and by his affability and 
patience lie was truly all to all. He exerted his zeal too in ex- 
tirpating limony and other abufes, and promoted every where the 
reformation of difcipline, elpecially in the third council of Challons 
in 644. King Theodorick III. employed him in many charitable 
important commiflions, efpecially in pacifying thofe that were at 
variance, and in calming fed itions. The faint having procured a 
peace between the French in Auftria and Neulh'ia, went to carry 
the news thereof to king Theodorick at Cliehi near Paris, where an 
aflcmbly of prelates and lords was held : and falling there fick of a 
fever, he bofought the king that St. Anfbert, abbot of J/ontenelJe, 
who was the king's confefibr, and whom the clergy and people of 
Rouen defired to have for their pallor, mould fucceed him. He 
died at Clichi, in great fentiments of holy compunction and joy on 
the 24th of Auguit, in 683, having po/Tefled the epifcopal dignity 
forty-three years. — See* his life in Surius, and another more ancient 
in the Collandilts : alfo ITliiloirc de Rouen, T. 1. part. 3. p. 136. 
and Du Plelfis Hilt, de Mcaux, p. 3-|, 4c, and 47. See a Jong 
liiftory of miracles performed by the interceflion and relicks of Sr & 
Ouen, wrote by the monk Fulbertin 1066; alio the poem of Tliieri i$ 
jlie learned monk of St. Ouen in 10^0, upon the life of this (hint 
in P. du Moirflicr's Ncujliia Via % p. 23, 72 — 846. lien fchetiius con- 
founded St. Ouen with St- Owin, a monk of Lichfield, when he af- 
wibed his life to an Knglifh writer of the tenth a^e named Fridugoriufij 
545 Dvm Rivet obferves, T. 8, p. 366. 
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St. LEWIS, King of France. 

From his life written by the lord of Jobruille 9 Sencfchal or Chief 
Jufiice 9 Treajurer and General of Champagne who attended 
hi 7?i. in his jirft crufade. His hijlory of St. Lewis is wrote with 
the 77iofl agreeable natural fimplicity which has juflly procured 
him the title of Naif. "The bejl edition is that fuhlijbed by Du 
Cange^ and printed by Cra7noiJy, in 3668. Alfo from the life 
of this faint compiled by Geoffrey of Beaidieu^ a Dominican friar, 
who was his confeffor during twenty years : and another life writ- 
ten by Willi a in of Chartres^ alfo a Do77iinican, his chaplain j 
and Willi a 7n de Na?igis^ a ?no7ik of St. Dennis^ in 1320, who 
wrote the lives of St. Lewis^ and his fon and fucceffour Phi- 
lip III. See his modern life co77ipiled in two volumes by Monf 
£>e la Chaife 9 from 7nc77ioirs prepared by Sacy^ or rather by Til- 
lc7nont. See alfo Fontenai and Brwnoi Hifl, de t Eglife de Fr. 

T. 11. 

A. D. 1270. 

IN the pcrfon of St. Lewis IX. were eminently united the 
qualities which form a great king, and a perfect hero no 
lcfs than thofe which make up the character of a wonderful 
faint. Endowed with all qualifications for government, he ex- 
celled equally in the arts of peace and in thofe of war; and his 
courage, intrepidity and grcatnefs of mind received from his 
viitue the high eft luflre: for ambition, or a view to his own 
glory, had no fliarc in his great enterprifes, his only motive in 
ihem being religion, zeal for the glory of God, or the good of 
his fubjeeis. Thouoh the two crufades in which he was en- 

1 

gaged, were attended with ill fuccefs, lie is certainly to be 
janked among the mofi valiant princes, and undcrflood war the 
bed of any general of (he age in which he lived : in the in oft 
dangerous battles which he fought he beat the enemy, how 
mm h foever fuperiotir to him in numbers and flrength : and hi* 

t I 1 I 4 

aJilictions fet his piety and virtue in the brhditelt light. Jin* 

£r.e;it Ling was Ion of Lewu VIII. aud was eight years old vvla:n 

the 
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I the death of his grandfather Philip II. furnamed Auguftus, put 
| his father, who was then in the thirty-fixth year of his age, in 
I poflellion of the crown of France, in 1223.. The faint was 
i born at Poifly, in the diocefs of Chartres, on the twenty-fifth 
I of April, 1 2 15; and becaufc he had been there raifed to the 
I dignity of a Chriftian by the grace of baptifm, he afterward 
[ honoured this place above others, to fhew how much he 
I cfteemed this fpiritual dignity above that of his temporal crown, 
f He made this his favourite place, took fingular pleafurc in be- 
| flowing charities, and doing other good actions there : and in 
I his familiar letters and private tr an factions, feveral copies 
I whereof are ftill extant, he figned himfelf Lewis of Poi'fly. His 
[ mother was Blanche, daughter to Alphonfus IX. or as fome 
[ call him the VIII. king of Caftile, the great conquerour, who 
I in the battle of Muradal defeated Mahomet Emir, called the 
I Green, with an army of above two hundred thoufand Moors. 
I She was a prmcefs of extraordinary beauty and prudence, was 
I endued with zeal for religion, and other virtue?, and had great 
\ talents for government. Some have charged her with ambition 
I and craft : but others call thefe accufations mere flanders, raifed 
J by her enemies during her regency. To her care and attention 
\ in the education of St. Lewis, we are indebted, under God, for 
the great example of his virtues. From his birth fhe would 
I never fufFer him to fuck any other breails but her own, and 
j gave all poffible attention to every part of his education, and 
I that of her other children. By her care he was perfectly mailer 
j of the Latin tongue, learned to fpeak in publick, and to write 
with elegance, grace and dignity, and was inftruclcd in the art 
of war, the wife ft maxims of government, and all the accom- 
plishments of a king. He was a good hi dorian, and olten read 
the works of the fathers. It was his mother's fir ft care to infill 
into his tender foul the hiirhcfr. cfleem and awe for every thinu: 
that rcgaidcd the divine woifhip, the Uron^cfl fentimcius of 
religion and virtue, and a particular love of holy chadity. She 
tiled olten to fay to him, when he was a child : Cw I love you, 
" my dear fon, with all the tendcrnels a mothi.r is capable ol ; 
<c but 1 would infinitely rather fee you fall down dead at my 
"feet, than that you fhouid ever commit a moital fin." The 
king frequently laid to others, that the llrong imprciilon which 
tni>> imporlant lefton made on hi.-, jnind, wa-» never effaced du- 
ring his whole life, and that no day palled in which it did not 
ivciir, and excite him vigorouily to arm himfeli aliefh againft 
all fiviii t\s and dangers of iiuprife. lie was placed very young 
un the throne (</). J* p j Lewi* 

. {") The power of the kings fined hy that of the count;, and 
1,1 1 iariee had been much con- Latum, who fium lUu time of 

the 
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Lewis VIII. died on the fcventh of November, 1226, 
Blanche, the queen mother, was declared regent for her fon, 
who was then only twelve years old. To prevent feditions, 



the firft fucceflburs of Charle- 
magne, had commenced petty 
fovereigns, paying only a ho- 
mage, and a iimiied obedience 
to the king. Joinville, who 
was certainly a faith r*al iubjccl, 
refufed to take an oarii of alle- 
giance to St. Lewis, laying, he 
could not fwcar allegiance to any 
other than to his immediate liege 
lard, the count or Champagne. 
To fo narrow a compafs were the 
royal demefnes reduced', that the 
kings of France were lefs power- 
ful than fome of their fubjecls, 
when Philip II. began to reign. 
That prince, whofe great at- 
chievements procured him the 
furname of Auguftus, availing 
himlclf of the difturbances in 
England, under the reign of our 
unhappy king John, conquered 
Normandy, Maine, Anjou, Tou- 
raine, and Foitou : and, in 1214, 
defeated the emperour Otho IV. 
the counts of Flanders and Hol- 
land, the duke of Lorrarn, and 
other confederate princes, in the 
famous battle of Bouvines, a vil- 
lage fituate between Lille and 
Toumay. Being thus llrengthen- 
ed, he began (by taking every 
pccafion to diminifh the number 
and power of the feud alary lords) 
to reellabliih the royal authority, 
which fchemc his fucteliburs 
purfucd till all fuch fu bordinatc 
Sovereignties were abolilhed in 
the kingdom. But this king 
ilained his character by his am- 
bition, by his unjult quarrel with 
our great king Richard, and his 
hoftilities againit him whiHl he 

was abfent in the holy war j by 
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the criminal divorce .of. his pious 
queen Indelberga of - Denmark, 
an adulterous marriage with the 
Fair Agnes, and his contempt of 
the ccniures of the church which 
this fcandalous acliori drew upon 
him. He did jullicej however, 
to his injured wife fev'eral years 
before his death, -and applied 
himfelf to adorn and polifh his 
dominions. Lewis VIII. fuc- 
ceeded him in 1223, and though 
in his youth he had given proofs 
of his ambition in joining the 
rebellious barons againil king 
John in England, whither his 
father had fent him ; yet from 
his acceflion to the throne, he 
ihewed himfelf a chafle, virtuous 
and religious prince. Fie took 
Rochelle from the Englith, and 
conquered all thofe feudatary 
lards in Aquitain, who had for- 
merly fworn allegiance to the 
king of England, as far as the 
Garonne : fo that only the Gal- 
cons on the other fide of that ri- 
ver, and the city of Bonrdenux, 
continued faithful to England. 
Fie then turned his arms againit 
the Albigenfes, whom he van- 
quifhed in Langucdoc, having 
taken Avignon, Bc'/ion* C'ai- 
caflbne, Pamiers, and Alhi; \m[ 
died in his return at the caille oi 
Montpenfier in Auvergne, iu the 
fortieth year of his age, having 
reigned only three years and 
three months. William of Puy 
Laurens, a cotemporary hillo- 
rian, a flu res us, that Arc ham- 
bald of Bourbon, this kuitf\ ( I H i ,,1 j 
confident, told him, that he died 
a martyr to chaility ; for vvlren 

pliyficrans 
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fhe haftened the ceremony of his coronation, which was per- 
formed at Rheims, on the firft funday of Advent, by the biihop 
of Soiffons, the archbifhoprick of Rheims being then vacant. 
The young king did not look upon this action as a mere cere- 
mony, but prepared himfelf by the molt fervent exercifes of 
devotion, ,in order to move God to accompany the exteriour 
undtion .which he then received, with the invifible anointing of 
his grace, by which he might be made truly the unction of the 
Lord. He confidered the pomp of that day with fear and hu- 
mility, faying to God in his heart with David : To thee^ O Lord 9 
have I raifed my foul ; and in thee do I place my confideyice* 
He trembled in taking the coronation oath, begging of God 
refolution, light and ftrength, to employ his authority, accord- 
ing to his obligations, only for the divine honour, the defence 
of the church, and the good of his people. Several of the 
grcateft lords of the kingdom, thinking to lay hold of the op- 
portunity of the king's minority, entered into a confederacy to- 
gether, and made many extravagant demands. None of thefe 
princes would be prefent at the coronation, and they appeared 
in arms fo<>n after it was over. The chief were Philip count of 
Boulogne, a natural fon of Philip Auguftus ; Peter of Dreux, a 
prince of the royal blood, who was alfo count of Britany, hav- 
ing married the daughter of Conftantia countefs of Britany, af- 
ter the death of count Arthur, whom our king John is accufed 
of having inure'ered : Hugh of Lufignan, count of La Marche, 
who after the death of king John, had mar. ied his widow, who 
had been queen of England, and was tluicfore called the coun- 
tefs queen. But the muft powerful of all tnefe lords was Theo- 
bald, or Thibault, count of Champagne, afterward alio king 
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phyficians propofed to him a re- 
medy which is forbidden by the 
laws of God, he rejected it with 
honour, faying: " It is better 
" tod ib, than to fave my life by 
" a mortal Jin." Me left five 
furs. Si. Lewis, Robert carl of 
Artois. Charles earl of Anjou 
:uv! Maine, alterward count of 
l'i •A'oiiee, and lallly, kin;»; of 
•Sicily ; AlphonTus earl of Poi 

and Auveigne, and John, of 
whom we find no f.u ther men- 
tion. This was the polluie of 
:ill;iirs when St. I/: wis began to 
lL, i^,n, Ki ode rick II. ion ol I len- 

*y VI. and fucccflbur of Otho IV. 



being cmperour of Germany ever 
fincc the year z venry 11 i. 

being king of Kn^l md iioiu tiie 

year 1216, Hononub 111. beinij 
pope, who died the lol Inwinp; 
year; and in tin; f aiil, Kobeit 
oi" Courtney ti f ■ the I ,aun cin- 
pcrour at Cor.Il.intinople, who, 
in 1228, was iucc<vded by Dald- 
win II. |ohn Dik.im, hmindaw 
to the lat.: I iie.-jdt r is Lafcl.aiij, 
beim> tlit: iecond Urvck enipenmr 
of Adiiai]'»ph' and Nice, wlidll 
the Latins h* ld Conilani uioplr ; 

and Nieeplioi us ComnenUi. hein<» 

1'eeond duke 01 i 'i ehr/ond, whole 

fuccelllnus v. e:v ililcd einptroii/. 
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of Navarre (b). The queen regent put herfelf, with her Ton 
at the head of his troops, and rinding means to. bring over the 
count of Champagne to his duty, firuck the reft with fuch con~ 
fternation,. that they all retired. They were fbon after again in 
arms, and would have feized the king's perfon ne.ar Orleans, 
had not the count of Champagne given the regent notice, and 
the whole country taken arms to efcort him haftfly to r\ins v 
The whole time of the king's minority was difturbed by thefe 
rebels ; but the regent, by feveral alliances and negotiations, 
and chiefly by her courage and diligence, by which. fhe alwavs 
prevented them in the field, continually diflipatcd their cabals. 
By her generals me pufhed on the war againft the' Albigenfes, and 
in the third year of her regency obliged Raymund count of Tou- 
Joufc, and duke of Narbonne, to receive her conditions: thefe 
were, that he mould marry his daughter Jane %o Alphonfus the 
-kind's brother, -who fhould inherit the county of Touloufe, 
and that in cafe they fhould have no children by this marriage, 
that whole inheritance fhould revert to the crown; which ac- 
cordingly happened. Henry III. king of England, had not 
taken advantage of thefe diilurbances in France, to recover 
what his facher had loft in Aquitain, which fome attributed to 
his irrcfolution, and to the counfels of his favourite Robert of 
Burgh, or Burk. In 1230, he failed into Britany, ' to fuccour 
ihe count, who was prefled by the regent, but lie undertook 
nothing: and being returned to London in 1231, he concluded 
a truce between the two crowns for three years, and Peter count 
•of Britany threw himfelf at the feet of king Lewis with a rope 
about his neck, and obtained his pardon, engaging to ferve five 
years in Palefrine at his own expence. Lewis rejoiced in his 
yi clones only becaufe he faw he had procured by them the ad- 
vantages of peace to his fubjeeh;. He vyas merciful even to re- 
bels, and by his re:ulmefs to receive any propofals of agi cement, 
gave tiie mo ft evident proofs that he neither fought revere 
nor conquclt by his arms. Never had any man a gre.ui-i luve 
for the church, or a greater veneration for its miniiier.s liian ihis 
good king: yet this was not blind; and he oppoied the ini.ilh- 
ces of biihops whni he faw them hctiavcd into anv, Mid lie 
liUcncd not to iheir complaints till he had given a lull h<-ai iw* 

LO 



(/;) M. do la Ravrdlierc, in fe- 
veral difJertationr. in 1737 and 
I 74.?, lias abundantly j tiilifie d 
ijueen Blanche, wiili regard to 
the afpei'fion which fome aut/wors 
Jiavu call upon her memory, as 



if flic was em;ajM.-d in an intm»,ur 
with Theobald, < uum o! C liam 
iwne. fler innocence i: » a : : in- * 
cleared in the I\L;urn-i ..v '//'■ 
<vaux, July 1 75;-, i>. .yj u 
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to the other party, as he Chewed in the violent contefts of the 
biftops oF Beauvais and Metz, with the corporations of thofe? 
cities.,,. Pope Gregory IX. (who had fucceeded Honorius III.) 
in the broils which the ^mperour 'Frederick II. had raifed about 
the inveftitures of bifhops^wrote to St. Lewis, that he had deprived 
Frederick of the empire, and hao* propofed Robert the king's 
brother in his place. But the king fhewed no other regard to 
fhofe letters iihan to intereft himfelf in procuring a reconcilia- 
tion of the emperour to the holy fee. Gregory IX. died hi 
1241,' and Celeftiri IV. who fucceeded him, filled the pontifi- 
cal throne only eighteen days. After him, cardinal Fiefchi, a 
Genoefe, was elected under the name of Innocent IV. in whole 
time thefc uxuggles were the moft dangerous : with which St. 
Lewis never interfered but to fue for peace. This good king 
never thought himfelf fo happy as when he enjoyed the conver- 
fction of fome priefls or religious men of eminent fincraty : and 
he often invited fuch to his royal table. He appeared at ths 
foot of the altars more humble and recollected than the xnnil 
devout hermit, and he allotted feveral hours in the day to 
prayer. When fome people fa id of him, that he fpent too 
much time in his ufual devotions, he only anfwered, that if he 
employed that time in hunting, tournaments, gaming, or 
plays, they would not take fo exact an account of the time 
which he loft at them. He hardly allowed himfelf any time 
for diversion, and fo great was his temperance and mortifica- 
tion, that he had the art of praclifing it with great aullcrity, a- 
micKl the dainties of a royal table. Amongft other rules which 
for this purpofe he privately prefcribed to Himfelf, it was ob- 
ierved that he never touched any fruit when it was lirft ferved 
in a fcafon, and was extremely ingenious in abl'aining often 
from dainties, and in pra6iifing felf-u'enials, without being taken 
notice of ; by fuch means lhtinning the d nigers of ollendii/g by 
iiUcmperance, making the exereife of penanee familiar and cafy, 
and keeping his fenfes always dnciV to ivafon, .mi J under go- 
vernment. Vet, how much Chiiltian (evenly iorv.T he cxer- 
nial upon himfelf, his virtue never made him m.irt.fc. He 
v '';i, extremely humane, and very a<ra c.iMi: in con verf.ition. 

' f * I * **** 

i he niward peace of his mind, and the j<»y \\ r : : which his pure 
foul ovei Jhw/ed from the pre fence of the ihily ( .!n,!i, enhanced 



' iMtuial li veJinefs and cb< ei felnef; ol Ins { - n>;-.jr. Cumin.'* 
h*»ni his clofet, or from the chinch, he in :\ m ;n:->nt appealed 
Snivelling upon bufine/s ; or at the head of an .amy, with ihv 
c< »ujUenaiice of a hero fedniim' battles, uuhinnf the j r reair{l 
•'iiij'iies, and dating the mofl alarming dangers. J ie Liu.w how 
^ ubiei vc fcafoiiSj but with a decent libei iy. Ojice when a 

eel tain 
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certain friar had ftarted a grave religious fubjecT; at table, b e 
agreeably turned the difcourfe to another fubje£t, faying, « AH 
** things "have their' time. ' His difcourfe at fucli times was 
cheerful without levity or impertinence, and in fb uctive without 
ftiffnefs or aufterity. He celebrated feafts and lejoicings on the 
creation of knights, and other 'fuch publick occasions, with 
great magnificence, fome of which Joinville has given us a de- 
fcription ot ; but he baniftied from his court all diver fions which 
are dangerous to morals. As for himfelf, he gave the greatcft 
pait of his time to the bufinefs of the {late, and his" devotion 
never in the leaft took off his care of the government. He was 
exa£t in holding councils, often gave both publick and private 
audiences, and fometimes to people of the lb weft rank; and 
■was indefatigable in applying himfelf to. the regulation of his 
arm) and kingdom. He was naturally bountiful. Nothing 
Was more edifying than his (weetnefs, his moderation in drefs 
and equipage, and the Chriftian humility in which he excrcsfed 
himfeif more than in any other virtue, and which he praciifed 
more particularly towards the poor, often ferving the- : at table, 
Wafhing their feet, and vifiting them in the hofpiuA Such 
aclions, when blended with certain faults, and degraded by an 
inconfiftency, or meannefs of conduct, would bring contempt 
upon perfons of high rank: but they were done by our faint 
with fo perfect and fin cere humility and charity, and fuppoitcd 
with fuch admirable dignity, that they had an nppofitc effect 
upon the minds of hib nobles and people. And it is the re* 
mark of William de Nangis, that there never was fcen more 
fubmiilion paid to a fovereign than this great king met with 
from all ranks after his fubjecis had experienced his virtue, and 
the happinefs of his government; and that it continued all the 
reft of his reign. 

Modefty, the mo ft amiable of virtues, was not the la ft |wrt 
of our faint's character. It was fuch in him, tlv.t its awchil 
Sovereignty which appeared in his very blufhcs, fufiieed to chec! 
all loole thoughts in others. Fie was a lover of lnulick M'i 
fimring ; but if any one, in a iony, or othe» wifv, let flip litf 
leaf!, indecent word beloie him, he was lor ever h.aiiUicd iiiJ 
prefence. When it was expedient for the king to marry, ihc 
moll virtuous ladv was his choice. This was IVLn snuet, 
deleft daughter of Raymund I>: render, onint of Pp-vencc, d 
which fovereign ty hi:; ancctfurs had received (he invcititiire hum 
the emperouis of C/ermany. They weie defcciuiud hum Hi" 
counts of Barcelona, who weie a younger family of the io)'a\ 
houle of Arragon. This count's fecond daughter, Mlciiiui', 
■was married to Henry U\, k\w\\ of J.'.aj<» land : his i.hiid ? Sanci.i, 
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to his brother Richard, afterward king of the Romans ; and 
Beatrice, the fourth and youngeft, to Charles, brother to St. 
Lewis, to whom flie brought for her dower the county of Pro- 
vence. Margaret, the eldeft, furpafled the reft in beauty, wit, 
and her extraordinary piety and virtue. St. Lewis met her at 
Sens, where the marriage was celebrated on the twenty- feventh 
of May, 1234- God blefled it with a conftant happy union 
of hearts, and an offspring which has given kings to France 
ever fince. They imitated young Toby in their preparation 
for this ftate, and always obferved continency in Lent, all other 
faft-days, all feftivals, and in other feafons prefcribed by the 
ancient canons, which St. Charles Borromaeo, and the Roman 
catechifm order to be recommended, though by difufe they are 
not now efteemed as precepts, but counfels (1). King Lewis 
being before inured to government, took the reins into his 
own hands in April, 1236, having completed the twenty fir ft 
year of his age (c). But he continued to fhew the greatcft de- 
ference to his mother, and ftill to govern by hei counfels, 
which were always wife and virtuous. He had every day re- 
gular hours for reciting the divine office, and for his other de- 
votions, in which he was conftant and exa£h He wore a hair- 
cloth, often ufed difciplines, and went to confeflion two or 
three times a week. The firft monument of piety which he 
creeled was the abbey of Royaumont. His father had ordered 
in his will, that the price of his jewels fliould be laid out in 
founding a monaftery. St. Lewis very much increafed that 
fum, and made the foundation truly royal and magnificent. 
Out of devotion he fomctimes worked with his own hands iri 
building the church. This was afterwards one of thofi: places 
to which he frequently retired to breathe the air of holy folkuue, 
and to attend to God with more per feel: recollection of ioul. 
He founded the Chartreufe at Paris, to which he gave the pa- 
lace of Vauvert ; and he built many other religious places and 
hofpitals. Baldwin II. the Latin empcrour of Conftantinople, 
in 1 139, made St. Lewis (in gratirudc for his preat lap/yCes 
to the Chriftians in PalelUne, and other par ts of the Lair) a 
prefent of the holy crown of thorns, which was formerly kept 

in 

(1) Sec Villcforc, Devoirs des Gens Marie/., ivc. 

in Franre, I'hilip I], dc :i:nvd, 
that with refpect to kini-^ the 
age of majority lhould commence 
at the expiration of Lhcir fbur- 
trenth vc.tr. Charier. V . brought 
it to the beginning of their four- 
teenth \ car. L?ec llen.tult. 



(r) Anciently no dill i nation 
was made with regard to the age 
of majority between Icings and 
others ; confequently t li ia was 
titter mined according to the Ro- 
J ;-iii laws, or thofc of pai tit ular 
kingdoms, to be of uvcniy five 
l)r twenty one year*.. AJ'.am vvvid. 
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in the imperial palace, but was then put in the hands of the 
Venetians, as a pledge for a confiderable loan of money bor- 
rowed of them, which the faint difcharged. He fent two Do- 
mi mean friars to Conflantinople, to bring this facred treafure 
into Prance ; and met it himfelf five leagues beyond Sens, at- 
tended with his whole court, and a numerous clergy. He and 
his brother Robert, walking barefoot, carried it into that city, 
and after the fame manner into Paris, in a moft pompous and 
devout proccfiion, all the ftrcets being magnificently adorned. 
The king depofited it in the old chapel of St. Nicholas, in his 
own palace in Paris; but gave fome thorns of it to the church 
of Toledo, to that of the Francifcans at Seez, and to the ab- 
bey of bt. £loi, near Anas. The abbey of St. Dennis was 
poiTefTed of fome before this time, as Rigord, the phyfician and 
hiilorian of Philip Auguftus, tcfHfies in his reign. In 1241, 
St. Lewis received from Conflantinople, with other precious re- 
licks a very large piece of the true crofs, probably the fame 
which St. Helen brought thither from Jerufalem. The year 
following he pulled down the chapel of St. Nicholas in his pa- 
lace, and Duilr, on the fame fpot, that which is now called, 
from thefe relicks, the Holy Chapel (2). It is juftly admired 
for the elegance, correftnefs, and fumptuous finifhings of the 
architecture, and coft in building forty thoufand livres French, 
which, according to the moft probable eftimation, would a- 
mount, at this time, to the fum of eight hundred thoufand 
livres, fays F. Fontenai (3), that is, about forty thoufand 
pounds ftcrling (d). The chapel was dedicated with great fo- 

lemnity, 

{z) Du-Cois. Hi ft. Ecclcf. Paris, 1. 15. c. 4. (3) Hifl. de l'Eglife 
Gallicane, T. 11. 1. 31. 



(.7) The judicious h'elibien re- 
marks (Kntrct. fin P Archil.) that 

it is incredible what a number 
of churches Sr. 1 ewis built; and 
that ihoiudi they are all (loth- 
icl\, thi y are c<.i!ly, and imely 
wrought. Thole ol the Jaco- 
bins and C> rdebci in I'ai i >, may 
i'erve ioi examples, the rei'l being 
(mill much m the lame manner. 
The ll til el v i:ntlnd 1 at *• • >i Uheinv, 
lour handled and twenty ieet 
long, and of Pari:. tlnee huiuhed 
mid ninety feet long, were both 
rebuilt in the a^e in which he 



lived. The carving, and other 
cuiious decorations, with which 
every window and leall p. Jit in 
theie buildings were embelliflu'u, 
lendered them vi-ry eollly ; ana 
t hey are folic! and mnjelhck : di^ 
materials weie very good, and 
the mortar cxiieinely well j»u'- 
pired. The lame i:, obiei v.ihx 
ci' the chuvchei. luii't in Kaplan" 
by St.. Kdwaid the Confeimr, ;.»nl 
under our iiril Norman Liitj*,&* 
The true tall e in regular a. rl'i; 
tecture has followed "the iVite oi 

other polite arts in all age!.. '1 b« 

Koin.uv. 
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lemnity, and the holy king, when he refided at Paris, ufed to 
fpend a confiderable part of his time, and fometimes to pafs 
whole nights in it in prayer, which he alfo frequently did in a 
favourite private chapel in the Chateau de Vincennes. In 1242, 
queen Blanche founded the nunnery of MaubuiiTon, defigning, 
at that time, to put on a habit of penance, and diveft her I'd f of 
her royal robes, before fhe fhould be ftripped of them by death. 
Her fon would needs contribute to this foundation, that he 
might have a fhare in her good work. His frugal manner of 
f living, his economy, and his care to retrench every thing 

which 
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I Romans learned it of the Greeks 
I two hundred years before Chrift, 
I but it began to be neglecled and 
|depraved among them in the 
};rcign of Gallien, as appears by 
|his triumphal arch in Rome. It 
hvas fometimes retrieved by great 
lp\cn, efpecially in the reign of 
jjjuftinian, who endeavoured to 
vie with Auguftus in the number 
and magnificence of the edifices 
with which he adorned the em- 
pire. After the inundation of 
$barbarians, except in the reigns 
of Theodorick, and his daughter 
lAmalafunta, in Italy, true ar- 
chitecture gave way in the Weft 
to the Gothick, in which no 
['certain rules, proportions, or 
meaiures were obferved. Vet in 
ages where encouragement was 
Ijgh'ett, it is not to be imagined 
jwith what wonderful fuccefs it 
(Was executed merely by the dint 
iof 'jeniua in mafons or architects, 
l'liis wc obferved in the eleventh, 
twelfth, and thirteenth age;. Hut 
the ancient regular, light, con- 
venient, and beautiful manner of 
^"iWing, which effects its purpofc 
wulj Ids fpace and materials, 
piinecl bold arches, and obferved 
jtH'i rules of jnftuefs and prc-por- 
l l "' n in all part',, wni levi'ivd 

■ W ' t!l other leiehn's. l!uf'< hrtlo, 

j a f'>'vk, relloied ir in the rle- 
jVv'iitli a ; Ci j n ,- :t| |] n; . [ } l . Wl ,11,1,-1* - 

^Uiub.J oi i'i'a, aj.d Icr: 
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fcholars behind him. In the thir- 
teenth century, Nicholas of Pifa 
built the Dominicans convent at 
Bologna, an edifice fo much ad- 
mired, and feveral edifices at 
Pifa. His fon, John of Pifa, erect- 
ed the cathedral of Sienna, the 
moft finifhed Gothick building 
in the world, iurpafling in beau- 
ty the rich and vait Gothick ca- 
thedral of Milan ; but its build- 
ers underllood perfectly true re- 
gular architecture. Prom that 
time, excellent artifts, by ftudy- 
ing the belt models of ancient 
architecture ftill Handing in Ita- 
ly, by reading its rules laid down 
by Vitruvius, in the reign of Au- 
guftus, and by converting with 
cardinal BefTarion, and other 
learned Greeks, have iX'Jloied, 
principally in Italy, the cine talie 
of regular architecture ; though 
we ilill admire the fumptuoins 
and majefiick Gothick piles 
that were railed in the eleventh, 
twelfth, and thii tranth ai*es, at 
the time oi the fir.'l levival of 
fciences : and we loathe, amidfl 
our improvements, man)' ciil- 
•mllful iight;., puLiick monuments 
i>l the propi ietn", want of d.'li- 
tary ami jmh.'.mcni, no Irf. than 
(. li «i [ in .\ mail vaii piJ< ■ of flmie, 
inf w,. ff.i t. \.''h \\ !].• !i he u t l; 
.M i).K.hi-»l l>v C.'it . 1*. ». Ik e 
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which he did not owe to the dignity of his crown, fuppliedhim 
always with abundant refources when charity or religion called 
for any extraordinary expences. When we confider his devo. 
tion, and take a view in detail of his religious exercifes, we are 
not to imagine that on this account he forgot any part of the 
care which he owed to the ftate. He was too well apprifed 
that piety muft be falfe which neglects any duty which we owe 
to others, or to ourfelves : and the fame motive which animat. 
cd him in the churches, made him moft diligent in every branch 
of his high charge, and was not only the ftrongeft fpur to dili- 
gence, but alfo the greateft aflifrance and fupport in all his fe- 
cular employments. Several ordinances of this good prince, 
ft ill extant, are fo many monuments which fliew us how much 
he applied himfelf to fee juflice well adminiftered. It is his 
elogium, in this refpecl, that in fucceeding reigns, whenever 
complaints were raifed among the people, the cry of thofe that 
•were diflatisflcd was only to demand that abufes fhould be re- 
formed, and juftice impartially adminiftered, as was done in 
the reign of St. Lewis. In 1230, he, by fevere laws, forbad 
all manner of ufury, and reftrained the Jews in particular from 
pradlifing it, by many rigorous claufes. He afterwards com- 
pelled them to reftore what they had exacted by that iniquitous 
oppreflion ; and where the creditors could not be found, to give 
fueh gains towards the Holy War, which Gregory IX. was en- 
deavouring to fet on foot. He publifhed an ordinance, com- 
manding all who fliould be guilty of blafphemy to be marked 
upon the lips, fome fay upon the forehead, with a red hot iron: 
and he caufed this to be executed on a rich citizen of Paris, a 
perfon of great confidcration : and to fome of his courtiers who! 
murmured at this feverity, he faid that he would rather under- 
go that punifliment himfelf, than omit any thing that might put 
a /top to fo horrible a crime, as William de Nangis tells us. 
Some moderns fay he ordered the tongues of blafphcmcrs to be 
bored through 5 but ibis is not mentioned by cotemporary writ- 
ers. This king fet himfelf to protect vaflals from the oppi'cflion 
of the loids, and took fuch efleclual methods, that they were 
delivered from the hardefi part of their fervitude. When In- 
gucran'tle Coucy, one of the greateft lords in Flanders, h« 
hanged three children for hunting rabbits in his woods, 
king can fed him to be imprifoncd in tlic caflle of the Louvre, 
and to be tried, not by his peeis, as he demanded, but, as 3 
flaw was found in his peerage, by the ordinary juilgffi 
whom hy diredled to condemn him capitally. He afterwaid 
f; an-d his life, at the eaineil i'uit of the peers of his realm, M 
fubjecLcd him to an amercement which deprived him liie 

S 
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greater part of his eftate. This money the king ordered to be 
employed partly in building and endowing two chapels, in which 
mafs fhould be faid for ever for the fouls of the three children : 
partly in founding feveral hofpitaIs,and two monafteries of Fran- 
cifcans and Dominicans in Paris. He forbad enfeoffed lords 
ever to make war upon one another, which cuflorn had been 
the occafion of continual bloodfhed and disorders. 7 'he fchu- 
lars and doctors of the univerfity of Paris, upon a complaint of 
an infraction of their privileges by the cx*.cu?i'»n of certain fr.u- 
dents for murder, forfbok the univerfity for two years. When 
mutual animofities were worked up to the higl.eit pitch, the 
prudence of St. .Lewis appealed them to the fatisfadiion of both 
parties. In like manner, when the count of La jVJ arc! ;e, and 
feveral other princes, were let out with an armed force, to 
lay the city of Or jeans in afhes, in revenge for a fed it ion and 
the murder of fome ftudents, the king, by his admirable fweet- 
nefs, wifdom and juftice, flopped their fury, and gave fa tN fac- 
tion to all parties. His fcrupulous fidelity in inviolably keeping 
his word, and obferving all treaties, gave him infinite advantages 
in all negotiations, and other affairs, over his adverfaries, who 
often, by frivolous evaftons, eluded their moit folemn oaths 
;and engagements. The reputation of his impartial and inflex- 
ible integrity made all parties, and often foreign kings to re- 
jjoice to have him for their judge and arbitrator, and to put their 
I affairs into his hands. Joinville allures us, that he was the wifeffc 
j and beft head in his council. Upon all Cudden emergencies he 
jrefolved the moft knotty difficulties readily and prudently. 

During the minority of this good prince the kingdom was 
[entangled in many dorneftick broils, and diffracted with intef- 
tine fed it ions and wars in every part, infomuch that it feems a 
miracle of providence that the queen, with all her prudence and 
diligence, fhould have been able to preferve the If ate entire, or 
that the king fhould be able afterward to compc and fettle it 
in the manner he did, reigning for fbme years with his fword 
always in his hand, yet a I moft without bloodihed. Frederick II. 
■the impious and faithlcts empcrour of Germany.) though he often 
broke his engagements with St. Lewis, as well as with other 
ipovvers, could never provoke hjm to war : fo dexterous was the 
faint in maintaining both his honour and his infcrcfls without 
!it. Indeed being exempt from thofc pafiions which ufually blow 
the coals, he had an uncommon advantage in the purfuit of 
Sulliee and neceflary defence: and vvhilU his magnanimity and 
lorcfight kept him always in rcadinefs, his h.ve of peace in- 
[tlined luin rather to facrificc petty rnniidcrat iun >, tlum to fee 
■He drop of Chriflian blood fpilt, if poiliblc. 

He 
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He was extremely . careful, in his engagements with other 
princes, never to be drawn into their quarrels, though he ufcd 
all poflible good offices to reconcile their differences. In his 
wars to reduce rebels he caufed the damages which innocent 
perfons had received even by his enemy's forces., to be "diligent- 
ly inquired into, and full reftitution to be made for them. The 
counts of La Marche and Xaintogne, whofe eftates were a fief 
of Poitou, refufed to pay homage to the count of Poitiers, the 
brother of St. Lewis; through the inftigation of his wife Ifabel, 
the widow of the late king John, and mother of Henry Hf, 
then king of England, whom {he called over to fupport his in- 
dependency. The king of France marched againll the count 
of La Marche, and took Fontenai, in which he made the go- 
vern our, who was the count of La Marchess fbn, prifoner, 
•with forty knights. Some advifed the king to hang them as 
rebels, or at lean: the governour : but this counfel he rejected 
with horrour, faying, the fon had been obliged to obey his fa- 
ther. He defeated king Henry III. (who was never born to be 
a foldier) at Taillebouig upon the Charente, and the city of 
Sointes opened its gates to him, in 1242. He again vanquifhed 
the count of La Marche, who thereupon made his fubmiilion. 
Henry III. fled to Bourdeaux, and the next year returned to 
England, having made a truce with the French, for which he 
obliged himfelf to pay them five thou fan d pounds fterling in 
five years. The counfellors of St. Lewis called it bad policy, 
that he neglected that opportunity of conquering Guienne, and 
driving the Englifh out of all France. But his views were very 
oppofitc, as appeared after his firft crufade, when he concluded 
a peace with the Englifh, in 1258. On this occafion he yield- 
ed to England, Limoufin, Quercy, and Perigord ; and the rc- 
verfion of Agenois and Xaintogne; king Henry III. renouncing 
on his fide, all pretenlions to Normandy, Anjou, Maine, Tou- 
rainc, and Poitou. 'The French called the delicacy of their 
king's conJcicncc a fcrupulofity which was contrary to good po- 

But to faiisfy them, he anfwered, he did not doub: 
but king John had juflly forleited thole dominions, for refulinj 
to clear himfelf ol the charge brought againll; him for the mur- 
der of ifr; nephew Arthui, count of Britany : but that he hopul 
by this ccfii*>n Co cement a lading peace between the two na- 
tion:;, and that it was veiy honourable to his crown to have lo 
<neat a king lor vnfial. Jn like manner, to fathfy his cunfei- 
ence as to ionic tcniioricK in Lanc-ucdoc, to whicli the kin; 1 "- 
of An a(>;on pi\ tended a light which they founded upon -all i.uice- 
Ivy mania'" s, he e.une to an agreement v. irli (amrs I. I< in:\ d 
Ana.: 1 m, m 12543 h y vvhich ihal piinte rcnoun<*cd for h-iai'- 1 ' 
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and his fucceflburs all pretenfions to any territories fituated in 
Languedoc and Provence, and Lewis made a like renunciation 
with regard to Barcelona, and many other Jordfhips in Ara- 
gon, to which s the French then laid claim. 

At this time the barbarians raifed great commotions in the 
Eaft. A band of defperate Saracen ruffians in the mountains 
of Phoenicia, obeyed one whofc dignity was elective, and who 
was called the Ancient of the Mountain, or Prince of the Af- 
faflins. He had men among his banditti always ready to exe- 
cute his orders in any part of the world, and to poifon or flab 
whomfoever he ftiould point out to them as obflrucrang the pro- 
pagation of the Mahometan fu perflation. Hearing much of the 
power and zeal of St. Lewis before he had taken the croft, he 
fent two refolute foldicrs difguifed,- into France, with an order 
to afla/Iinate the king. St. Lewis, by the fpecial providence 
of God, was advertifed of this hellifh defign, and the aflaflins 
being apprehended, he courteoufly fent them home to their 
id after. This vifible protection of heaven was a new motive 
to make him redouble his piety and fervour. The great con- 
querou'r in Great and Little Tarcary, and the Indies, named 
Gingis Chan, or King of kings, after he had vanquifhed the- 
fimous Tartar prince called Ung Chan, who is thought to have 
been the Neftorian king who was furnamcd Prefter-jan, arid 
was in prieft's orders, formed an extravagant delign of fubdu- 
ing the whole world to his empire. Some of his fucceflburs 
purfued the fame; and in this view, Octai, one of them, fent 
out three numberlefs fwarms of Tartar forces, which fpread 
dcfolation through Hungary, Poland and Bohemia, and filled 
all Europe with dread and confrernation. Queen Blanche, and 
the whole French nation trembled: the king alonewas undaunt- 
ed, and faid cheerfully to his mother, cxpreiTing the true mo- 
tive of his confidence: cc Madam, what have we to fear? Jf 
fc; thefe barbarians come to us, wc fhall either be conquerours, 
u or fhall die martyrs." By the rcfolntion with which he fpoke 
this, he calmed the alarms of his mother, and of the whole 
Hate. Whilft he was preparing for his fn"ii ciufade, he received 
an haughty letter from this OcUV, who Oiled him/elf the Im- 
mortal, pretended that his Taitars were the Ions of me a to 
whom the whole earth was prom i fed, and required that he 
mould deliver up his kmgdom into his hands, and receive laws 
iroin him. J2ut of this infolenco the good king took no no- 
tice. Our faint afterward fent per/bns into Cire.it Tartary to in- 
Win him of the true htuation of religion in ihofe vafi countries-, 
2nd hearing that a daughter of Prefler-jan was a zealous Chrif- 
tian, with ibme others, he intreated the pope to confer epifo - 

Vol.IU* Q^q p.ti 
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pal orders on certain Dominican and Franctfcan friary and to 
fend them with proper faculties into thofe parts ; for which 
minion he furniflied the expences. But the progrefs of the 
arms of the Mahometans in the Holy Land was what chiefly 
drew the attention of this zealous king (d)> An extraordinary 

accident 



{J) Afredin, or Sarracon, a 
Turkifh general, being fent by 
Noradin, fultan of Damafcus, 
againft the Saracens of Egypt, 
took and darned out the brains of 
Elphaiz, the fixteenth and laft 
Saracen caliph, and pofTeffed him- 
felf of all Egypt. He was fuc- 
ceeded by his nephew Saladin, 
furnamed the Great ; who after 
the death of Noradin, whofe fon 
was fet afide on account of his 
youth, got himfelf to be received 
alio Sultan of Syria, or of Da- 
mafcus. He immediately bent 
his force againft the Chriftians in 
Paleftine, but was defeated near 
Afcalon by Baldwin IV. king of 
Jerufalem. This Baldwin died 
without ' iilue, in 1185. Bald- 
winV. reigned only eight months, 
dying in 1 i 86, in the fixth year 
of his age. The kingdom then 
fell to Guy of Lufignan, fon of 
Hugh , 1 ord of Lufignan in France, 
by the right of Sybil his wife. 
In 1 187, the fecond year of his 
reign, Saladin took Jerufalem, 
and put an end to that kingdom, 
after it had fubfifted about eighty 
levcn years, under nine kings 
from Godhey of Bouillon. All 
Europe was alarmed at this ftiock. 
The emperour lrederick Baiba- 
roMa let out for the Haft in the 
beginning of the following year, 
marched ihroughThrace in fpight 
of the Greek emperour, and de- 
feated the Sultan of Iconium, in 
Alia Minor ; but when he drew 
near Syria, going one day to Iwim 
for his diver (ion [at which e.ver- 
ciie lie was very expert), the ra- 



pid flream carried him away in 
the current, and he was drowned. 
This feems to have happened in 
the river Cydnus, nearTarfusin 
Cilicia, the fame in which Alex- 
ander the Great had like to have 
perimed; being benummed by 
the excemve coldnefs of the wa- 
ter. Frederick's body was taken 
np, and buried at Tyre, in June 

1 190. His eldeft fon, Henry VI. 
furnamed the Cruel, he had left 
in Germany 5 but his fecond fon 
Frederick, duke of Suabia, led 
the army as far as Acre, when 
he and many others dying by 
ficknefs, the reft difbanded, and 

returned into Germany, ever; 
man as he could. Richard 1. 
furnamed Heart of Lion (who 
had lately fucceeded his father 
Henry II. in England) and Phi- 
lip Auguftus of France, to Ihun 
the treacherous Greeks, tranf- 
ported their troops into Palcftine 
by fea from Marfeillcs. Philip 
arrived fir ft before the ftrongcuy 
of Acre, anciently called Ptole- 
mais, which the Chriftians of 

Paleiline had then been bcficging 
three years, under the command 
of Guy of Lufignan, the expelled 
king of Jernlalem. Richard fet 
fail fifteen days after the king ot 
France, and arrived before the 
fame place, which furrendcred 
to thefe kings in July 1 191. Ri- 
chard and Philip, from continual 
bickerings, came at length to an 
open rupture, and I'hilip returned 
to V ranee. Richard ft aid a year 
longer in Paleiline, defeated 
lad in in a great battle, and gaind 

jinny 
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accident gave ojce^fiori to his undertaking in perfon a holy war 
for the relief of .%h& Chriftians in thofe parts. 
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many advantages : but the news 
that the king of France 

■ 

vaded Normandy, and that his 
brother John had openly- rebelled 
in England, obliged him, when 
he was within fight of Jerufalem 
in 1192, to abandon that expe- 
dition, after, making Guy ofLuiig- 
nan, king of Cyprus, and hav- 
ing obtained of S.nadjn very fa- 
vourable conditions, for the Chrif- 
tiaus whom he left in Palefline 
poftHed of all the.coa lis. from 
joppa to Tyre, with free liberty 
to go to Jerufalem in fin all com- 
panies, to pay their devotions 
there. Whilit Philip Augurtus 
was bufy in the war which he 
had perrldiou/Iy undertaken in, 
Normandy, feveraJL princes, chiefs. 
Jy French, . railed- an army with 
a view to aflift. the Chriftians in 
Paleiline. The. chiefs, of this ex- 
pedition were .Baldwin carl of 
Flanders, Theobald eajof Cham- 
pagne, Hugh duke of Burgundy, 
Lewis earl pf Blois, and Boni- . 
facemarquis.of Montferrat. This 
hil was c ho fen generaliflimo. 
Upon their arrival at Venice, 
they changed their refolution 
on tiie following occaiion. A- 
lexius, or Alexis Angelus, fon 
of Ifaac Angelus, emperour of 
ConHantinople, met them, and 
implored their aid again It his 
mule Alexius Ml. (Angelus) 
who had overthrown and im- 
piifoncd his father Ifaac, put 
out his eyes, and ufurped 
his throne. The princes un- 
dertook to do him jutUee, up- 
on his profile to join them with 
m forces of the Greek empire, 
Jfrunil the Saracens in I'aJclline. . 

mmy Oandolo, doge of Venice, 



with the fleet of that republick, 
would alfo mare in the expedi- 
tion. Conftantinople was taken 
in fix days, the tyrant imprifoned, 
and Jfaac reftored ; and he dyj g 
in a few days, his fon Alexius 
fucceeded him, bin did not ful- 
fil the conditions he and his fa- 
ther had pro mi fed the .French, 
Thefe were no fooner departed, 
but Alexius Ducas, furnamed 

MyrtiJlus, or Murzuphilus, a 
man of mean extraction, then 
general of the Greek troops, per- 
iuaded the army and people, that 
the throne required a more vi- 
gorous prince, dethroned Alex- 
ius IV. who died in prifon, and 
ieized upon the. empire. lie im- 
mediately declared war againft 
the Latins, who returning, took 
Constantinople again by a/fault 
in 1 194, threw Myrtillus down 
from a tower, and abandoned 
him to be cut in pieces by the 
mob: and among four candidates 
chofe by lot Laid win, earl of 
Flanders, emperour of Conftan- 
tinople, who made Boniface king 
of Theflaly, and gave Crete to 
thcVcnetians The Oreelcs with* 
out the city coriitiuiied Theodo* 
rus Lafcharis, fon in-law to the 
emperour Alexius ill. (Angelus) 
the ufurper, emperour; and he 
and his fucceftburs re tided partly 
at Adrianople, and partly at Is' ice, 
during fifty eij'.ht years, whilJfc 
five Latin emperours reigned at 
Conflatitinople. The Jail of 
thefe, Baldwin II. was expelled 
by the C irceks in iv.Gi, and Mi- 
chael Vill. (r«»hr"li\'Mn) by Ids 
mother a ileleeiulam of the Laf- 
chares, removed iron* Nice to 

Conliautiijoplc, Thefe Pakeo- 

lo&i 
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In the year 1244. St. Lewis was feized at Pontoife with a 
violent dyfentery and fever which foon Teemed to have brought 
him to the very brink of the grave. The grief and confterna- 

tion 



logi reigned about two hundred 
years, till, under Conftantine IX. 
Conftantinople was taken by the 
Turks in 1453. The Greeks 
had at that time another race of 
emperours who pofleJTed Colchis, 
and refided at Trebizond in Cap- 
padocia, defcending from the 
Comneni. Alexius II. (Com- 
nenus) emperour of Conftanti- 
nople, was Wrangled in the fif- 
teenth year of his age, in 11 83, 
by the command of Andronicus 
Comnenus, furnamed The Ty- 
rant, who ufurped the empire, 
but after two years was de- 
throned, and put to a cruel death 
by lfaac Angel us, who was fa- 
luted emperour, but, after ten 
years, difpoftefled by his brother 
Alexius ill (Angelus) as is 
mentioned above. When the 
Latins took Conftantinople, 
Alexius Comnenus, the chief 

furviving prince of that family, 
got poftcilion of Sinope, Trebi- 
zond, and the country of Colchis. 
The two fir ft of thefe princes were 
only icy led dukes of the Lazi and 
Colchis: but the third, John 
Comnenus, took the title oi em- 
perour, which fu bulled in his 
family till David Comnenus, the 
lull emperour, was vanquished 
by Mahomet 11. and ilain with 
all his children at IJy /.antium, in 
x.j6i. Thus was the Kallcrn em- 
pire divided and weakened in the 
1 2th century, in which the fourth 
crufade was fet on foot, in 1 19c, 
by Henry VI. emperour of (Jer- 
m any , Ion of Frederick. ttarba- 
roiJa. .lie lent an army, under 
the command of the duke of An- 
Uria, by land, to Acre in Pulcf- 



tine, whilft he, with extreme 
cruelty, extirpated the Normans 
out of Naples and Sicily, and 
feized that kingdom. Upon the 
news that he was dead at Medina, 
in 1197, his forces in Paleftinc 
made hafte back into Germany. 
The fifth crufade amufed them- 
felves in aflifting the Venetians 
in taking Zara, a town in Dal- 
matia which belonged to Andrew 
king of Hungary ; for which, at 
the ftrong remonftrances of pope 
Innocent III. the princes all did 
penance, except the Venetians. 
This crufade was Hopped by 
the expedition againft Conftan- 
tinople, and few of the foldiers 
reached the Holy Land. The 
fixth crufade, in 1221, confifted 
of feventy thoufand men, under 
the command of John of Bri- 
enne, who, after -the houfe of 
Lufignan was fettled in Cyprus, 
obtained, by right of his wife 
Iolanta, or Yolande, the title of 
king of Jerufalcm, and poflcfled 
fome territories in Paleftinc, 
though he was never mailer of 
that city. T hey landed in Egypt, 
and took Damiata: but beiicg- 
ing Grand Cairo, loft the great- 
eft part of their troops by a very 
high Hood of the Nile, want of 
pro villous, and ficknefc; inlomuch 
that Kladel, fultan of Kg)?** 
eldell fon of Saladin, was moved 
to compallion at the fifth t of theif 
miferies. John of Ihiemie ic- 
turned, not to Palelliue, but to 
Koine, where lie was entertain™ 
by pope IJonorius 111. '1 » lC , 
fulian, after ten months, n*°" 
covered Damiata. .Krcdnick iu 

fon saui fucceftbur of Ucniy VI.. 
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tlon into which this accident caft the whole kingdom, and 
the ardour with which all perfons folicited heaven by their 
vows, tears and almfdeeds for the life of their good king, are 
not to be exprefled. The diftemper ftill increafing, he fell 
into convulfions, and afterwards into a coma, and a kind of 
trance, in which he lay fome days in fuch a condition that he 
was judged already dead j and his face would have been co- 
vered, had not a lady prevented it, affirming fhe perceived 
himftiU to breathe a little. Then the piece of the true crofs and 
other relicks that had been fent him by the emperour Baldwin, 
were brought to his bedfide, and applied to his body. Soon 
after this he recovered from his infenfibility, began to move 
his arms and legs, and fpoke with fome difficulty. By his 
firft words he exprefled his refolution to take the crofs, as the 
badge of enrolling himfelf to ferve in the holy war, and 
calling for William, the bifhop of Fan's, who was prcfent, he 
defired him to receive his vow for that expedition, and to put 
the badge of the crofs on his moulder. At this the two 
queens, his mother and wife, fell at his feet weeping, and 
the bifhops of Paris and Meaux by his bedfide with others, 
conjured him that he would not entertain fuch a thought. 
But he was not by any means to be fatisfied, and gave great 
figns of joy in receiving the crofs which the bifhop of Paris 
gave him with tears. The king continued frill in a linger- 
ing (late of health for fome time, but in the beginning of the 

Q^q 3 following 
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7.11 the empire of Germany, mar- 
ried at RomeYolande, the daugh- 
ter and heirefs of John of hri- 
enne, and in 1 2z8, failed with 
an army to Ptolemais, or Acre : 
hue without undertaking any 

accepted the conditions 
offered him by the Saracens, by 
which they yielded to him the 
city of Jeriilulcni, and he caufed 
lumfclf to he crowned king there- 
of; and then hajlened back to 
Naples, but was much blamed 
for having done fo little, having 
° ill v nuKte a truce with the Ma- 
im.netans for ten years. J'Yoni 
him the kinps of Sicilv loim took 
Hit* title of Ichios. of Icrufalem. 
^ibviii t the year 1 ?.<\o, Richard, 
I've brave cai I of Cornwall, bro- 
thn- to 1 leniy III. Icino of K n <• - 
Unci, arrived in j'alciline witJi 



an Enolifh crufade, but found 
the Chriltians there at variance 
among them ie Ives, fo that he 
could do no more than conclude 
an advantageous peace with 
Saphradin fulun of Aleppo, who 
exchanged ail the prifoner- Lai: en 
in former wais, and yielded imne 
towns to the Chrillians fettled in 
thofe patts. After thefe articles 
were executed, Richard, in 1 2.} 1, 
fee fail, and returned to Italy.- — 
See it.' fin Pti per l'rausnt, LiUu- 
novia*, 161 f, two vol.;. folio, a ml 
Maiml)(.)iug, iljl. flu Cr&ijaJt*! , 
a work much more exach and 
not lef. elegant, than the nthrr 
liiflories of that rmrhm-, and in 
recjuell among the learned. On 
the full cruf.uics fee the life of 
St. Don aid, p. 573. 
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ifoilowing year grew ftronger than he had been before hi&illnefs. 
He then renewed his vow, and by letters affured the Ghriftians 
in Paleftine that he would make all 1 poflible hafte to their af- 
fiflance. But th^ preparations for fuch an expedition, and the 
fettling of his kingdom obliged him to defer his departure for 
two years and a half. He built a new feaport at Aigues* 
.mortes, upon the Mediterranean, made feveral donations to re- 
ligious places, and commanded a diligent enquiry to be made 
over all his dominions into the grievances of particular per- 
fons, all complaints to be received, and ample rellitution to 
be made to every one who fhould even fcem to have fuffercd 
any injuftice or prejudice through his officers, magiftratcs 
or judges ; and by this means much refutation was made 
through all the provinces of his kingdom. At that time the 
king fuffcred a great lofs by the death of William, the moft 
learned, wife and pious bifhep of Paris, who governed that 
fee from 1228 to 1245. He had exceedingly promoted the 
{Indies in that univerfity, and his works, which have been fe- 
ral times reprinted, in two volumes, a:e Handing monu- 
ments of his great judgment, piety and erudition. He had 
thoroughly read and digefted the holy fcriptures, and very 
well undcrftood Ariftotle and Plato, the 1 alter of whom he 
often prefers to the former. In his writings, in a plain, in- 
telligible ftyle, he keeps clofe to what concerns morality, di(d- 
pline and piety, and docs not run out upon metaphysical no 
tions like many divines of his time. In 12^5, pope inno- 
cent IV. retired Irom Italy to Lyons in France, which was at 
that time a free city, fubject to its own archbifhop, though 
held in fief oi the emperour. This city feemed to him the 
inoir fecurc place, it being moft remote from the arms of the 
empjtour Frederick 1L from whom he had already fuflered 
much, and had every thin;;- to fear. Here he* aiTcmbled that 
;ear the fir ft general council of Lyons, in which he fummoncd 
ted. rick to appear, and upon his ivfufal, accufed h'un ol hav- 
ing often broken his word and his oath, of having a r relied 
and imprifoned feveral biihop:; who were goino; to Rome to a 
council called by Gregory IX ; oi having obiirncred the reeuhr 
elections wf palioj;j, robbed the churches, invaded their pot 
feiiions, and thofe of the hoJy fee, of having made a Ictgue 
with the Saracens, and m.idc-ufe of them in his armies a^aioH 
Chriflians. For thele irregulai ities, and becaule he refuted to 
mala; fatis faction, the pope pronounced ajxainft him a fentcneeof 
excommunication and depohtion, St. Lewis to whom 1 i 1 oiig 
application was made both by the emperour and pope, ernlca* 
vouicd to reconcile them., and as lie with ingiiy 01 lie is diiaf 
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proved of the ftep which the latter had taken, io he very much 
condemned Frederick's injuftices and paflionate behaviour (4). 
He was better pleafed with the meafures taken by the pope in 
this council for the holy war, to which •his Holinefs allotted the 
twentieth part of all the revenues of benefices for three years, 
and the tenth of the revenues of the apoftolick fee and of the 
cardinals. Three of the king's brothers took the crofs to ac- 
company him, Alphonfus count of Poitiers, Robert count of 
Artois, and Charles count of Anjou and Provence : as did 
alfo Peter count of Britany, Hugh duke of Burgundy, Wil- 
liam of Dampierre count of Flanders, Hugh of Lufignan 
count of La Marche, the counts of Dreux, Bar,' Soiilbns, 
Retel, Vendome 3 Montfort, and a great number of other 
lords- The king declared- his mother Blanche regent of the 
kingdom 5 but the queen confort would abfolutely bear him 
company. The king went to the abbey of St. Dennis to take 
the Oriflame (e) and fet fail from Aigues-mortes, with his 
fleet, on the 27th of Augufr, 1248, towards Cyprus, where 
he had caufed large magazines to be laid up. He arrived there 
in three weeks, and held a great council concerning the operations 
of the expedition. The Chriftians had frill in Paleftine and Sy- 
ria four principalities, namely that of Acre or Ptolemais, that 
of Tripoli, that of Tyre, and that of Antioch. SaJadin had 
difmantled the city of Jerufalem ; from which time it had fallen 
again fometimes into the hands of the Chriftians, whenever 
they happened to be ftronger in the field. At that time the 
Corafmins, the moft fierce and warlike of all the Mahometan 

nations, were mailers of it. They had been driven out of 

Q q 4 their 

(4) F. Daniel in St. Lewis, p. 4S2. 



; (»-) The Oriflame was ancient- 
ly the chief ftandard borne by 
the kiih>s of France in war, and 
[was fo railed from its being of a 
!ral or flame colour. It was ori- 
ginally the enflgn of the abbey of 
K JJi'tnvir., and heme by the 
counts of Vexin, who held that 
pi Mom as a iief of Sc. Dennis, 

itli Vac obligation of leading its 
N.U;; io war, and defending iu 
ndb, under the title of Ail vo- 
te, which was given to fome 
iut: c or nobleman who took 
>nn him the defence of the 
'Kla belonging to the church 

: 
I 



or abbey. (See du Cange Glofll 

Tat. V. /id'VJiati Ecckjiaratn ) 
Vexin being in procefs of time* 
united to the crown, rhe kiug'j 
took upon them this obligation, 
and out of devotion to St Den- 
nis, looked upon this as a fueled 
cnfiyMi, and made it their principal 
llandaid. I h.y alio made the 
cry of w'M' M"nt j'tie St. Ihwi* 
the general ciy of the French 
in batde, though every lord or 
])riuce had a pauieul ir cry ot 
arms ior his vaflals. Sec Chal- 

Ion's Hill, of Fi\ in I'ailip U. 
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their own country, probably that of Coarfem, by an incur* 
fion of Tartars ; and Saleh, fultan of Egypt, taking twenty 
thoufand of them into his pay, promifed them the plunder 
and lands they could win of the Chriftians in Paleftine. They 
defeated and mallacred them in many places, efpecially at Je- 
rufalem, which city they found in the hands of the Chriftians, 
who have never more recovered it. Thefe rapacious bar- 
barians had fpared nothing even in the churches, but had fent 
the richeft veflels and ornaments to the tomb of their falfe pro- 
phet .\!ahomet. Saladin had been fucceeded in Egypt by his 
elded fon Eladel, and in Syria by his younger called Elaziz, 
who was flain with his family by his uncle Sephradin, who 
made himfelf Sultan of Syria or Aleppo. But in the time of 
this expedition of St. Lewis Ifmael was fultan of Aleppo, who, 
being alarmed at the great power of the Egyptian Sultan, be- 
came an ally of the Chriftians. In Egypt Eladel had been fuc- 
ceeded by Elchamul, and he by Melech-Saleh, in whole reign 
St. Lewis arrived in Cyprus. The holy king palled the winter in 
that ifland, being honourably received by king Henry of Lufignan. 
He determined to attack the fultan of Egypt, who at that time 
threatened to fw allow up all Paleftine ; he therefore fent 
him from Cyprus a declaration of war, unlefs he confented to 
refiore the lands he had unjuftly feized in Paleftine. Saleh 
who was fick with a fore in one of his legs which threatened a 
mortification, wept as he read this letter, but fent back an 
haughty anfwer, and made all preparations poflible for war. He 
employed fpies to poifon the victual in g-houfes of the Chriftian 
aimy ; but they were difcovcrcd, and confefled the fac"L Wil- 
liam, the valiant carl of Salisbury, furnamcd Long-fword, 
brought to St Lewis in Cyprus two hundred gallant Englifh 
knights. The lord of [oinvillc, his hiftorian, joined him 
there with a fiefli reinforcement fiom France, The kings 
fleet confined of one hundred and twenty great veflels, and 
one thoufand fix hundred and fifty fmall ones, carrying on 
board twelve thoufand eight huneired French, Enghfh and 
CvniioL kniidus, and above lixty thouiand chofen foldiers (/). 
■ Ji 0 Alter 



(f) The n;ariner\s cqnipaf is 
thuujdu 10 have been made ule 
of bv the Chiiilians in this cm- 
fade : it is c.\}mfly mentioned 
riuI dele ii bed by cardinal J:«ines 
of Vitii, in I 1 (//{//. Of tnit. 
/. ! , ( . >'c).) and by Ciovoi of 
Piovcuce m izvOj under the 

1 



name of the magne-iiek needle. 
'J'tic luench pit-lend hum nte 
flower «/< luce tii.Uh.eu upon il,thaL 
il war. their invention. (See /////. 

l.lttrahr tie /*/ u*i>t\ T. « p- 1 09 ) 
'I his fymhul mij-Ju be added, 
ard it:, ule rentleutl j'.eneral by 

the I'icnch in ihele ei "fades : 

though 
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After having waited eight months in Cyprus the fleet put t<s 
fea on Trinity Sunday, and though a violent florin had dif- 
perfed feveral of the fhips, they arrived in four days before 
Damiata, a flrong fortrefs of Egypt, fituated in an ifland 
formed by two of the mouths of the Nile, and built upon 
the Eaftern channel, on the fhore oppofite to the ruins of the 
ancient Pelufium. The Sultan had filled the Nile with his 
fleet, and lined the fhore with a numerous army, appearing 
himfelf at their head. At this fight of the Saracens St. Lewis 
cried out : <c Who am I but a wretched man, whofe life be- 
" longs to God ! He hath a fovereign right to difpofe of it as 
" it pleaferh him. Whether we are conquerors or martyrs 
a we mail glorify him either by the profperity of our arms, or 
" by the facrifice of our lives." The fear of a ftorm fifing 
in a place where they had no port to fhelter them determined 
the king to make a defcent the next morning, which was 
Friday, though the veflels which had been difperfed were not 
yet come up. The next day the Sultan, finding his iicknefs 
much increafed, had ordered himfelf to be carried to a houle 
of pleafure, a league above Damiata. The veflels in the cen- 
tre in which was JoinvilJe, were carried the fwiftelr, and the 
men landed fafe : then they covered themfelvcs with their 
bucklers, and prefented the point of their lances, which were 
in that age very long. The Saracen horie came upon the gal- 
lop towards them, but durff. not attempt to break the kind 
of rampart which their Jances formed. The left wing com- 
manded by the count of JafFe, and the right in which the king 
was, being all profperoufly got on fhore, and in good order, 
the whole army marched towards the Saracens, who made a 
ftand ; but having loft the governour of Damiata, and two 
emirs, took to their heels, and their fleet failed up the Nile. 
The inhabitants and garrifon of Damiata were in the utmoft 
conftcrnation upon a report that the Sultan was dead, and 
letting fire to the place, fled. The French immcdut. -\y took 
pofil'Jlion of that itrong city, and put out the ji re. The kn:^ 
full of pious and religious fentiments, made his entiv, not 
with the pomp ol a conquerour, but wuh the humility of a 

ti idy 



though it was difcovered a little 
I 'f lore ; not by John (Joias of 
Mciii, in the fourteenth age (as 
l"ine have miRaken) but by l*la- 
vaii. Gioias of Malii in 1013, 
^ is proved by other;;, b'ee 
Mnfamius Tab. Chronol. fax. 
M- This Amain* or Mulii h an 



arehiepifcnpnl dry on the le.i- 
cualt, njvtren 1 n i i c ■ ■ iic.v, .\ .1 lei in ■ „ 
j'.ehard and ni.siiy uthei;,, by 
miilahe , coniotnul it with 
IVlelii, a town iiin.ue hfiivct-u 
Naples and Taiei:!,), ninety 
inilci from each !• cj MatLmi- 
cie, A'i uLuuun., ^c. 
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truly Chriftian prince, walking barefoot with the queen, the 
princes his brothers, the king of Cyprus, and other great lords, 
preceded by the legate, the patriarch of Jerufalem, the bifhops 
and all the clergy of the camp. Returning humble thanks to 
God, they went in this manner to the principal mofque, 
Which the legate purified and confecrated with the ufual ce- 
remonies of the church, dedicating it under the name of the 
Mother of God. The fultan, though half dead, in- his rage 
commanded fifty- four captains of the garrifon to be hanged 
upon the fpot : then was carried up the eaftern channel of the 
Nile to Maffour or Mazour, a city which his father had built 
in the midway betwixt Damiata and Grand Cairo; and was 
foilowed by his army. The Nile begins to rife in May from 
the rains which fall in the torrid zone on the north-fide of the 
EqaUor, as the fun which raifes thick clouds under it, departs 
from that point of the Zodiack : from the fame caufe the flood 
of this river continues from June to the middle of September. 
This and the exceffive heats obliged the Chriftian army to 
Itay till the end of fummer ac Damiata. The king to prevent 
as much as poffiblc all plunders and injuftices, took all. care 
poffiblc that fuch crimes fhou!d be ftri&ly enquired into and 
punched, and that ample reftitution fhould be made for any 
fuch chat fhould happen to be committed. Not content to 
have o-iven this fev ere charge to the officers, he appointed certain 
religious men in whom he could confide, to watch over ihe of- 
ficers, and to receive all complaints. He forbid any infidel to 

be flain whom it was pofhblc to make prifoner : and he took 

great care that all who dehred to embrace the faith (as many 

did, moved by the pious example of this great king J mould 

be perfectly inftmcted and baptized. But notwithttanding 

all his w.iichfulr.efs, whilft the army ftaid about Damiata, 

many, to his extreme grief, gave thcmfelves up to debauchery 

and outrageous acts of violence, fn November, the kuij 

Jcavin"- the queen and other princeOcs at Damiata with a 

flronp-° garrifon, let out with his army, intending to march 

to Grand Cairo the capital. When he came to the place 

which feparates the two arm* of the Nile near iVlaiibur, he 

iiopped, the MahomcUin camp being on the other lid e of the 

river. In the uh an time the fultan died on the 26th of No- j 

vav.Vr, l'Jsyu lea\in^ hi 1 ? fon Alnmadon vi.ry youngs but he 

Iiacl ,\ pointed Kacardih who was the general of his army, and 

Di'Ald for the wifeft and moil valiant man in l'>/.ypt, ir^ciH 01 

thoJ'm"doni ; and hi:, conduct juflified the choice which his 

irjafler had niatle of him. He coniiaiuly kq.t the Chnflwiw 

at bav, and uiien cut ofF their cunvvys kom Da mi a? a, and 
J luiailai 
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harafled all that ftirred from their camp ; in which he em- 
ployed the Bed wins or Bedouins, a tribe of Arabs, accuftomed 
to live by plunder. The French were extremely perplexed how 
to pafs this arm of the Nile called Thanis in fight of the ene- 
my. To do it in boats, or to throw any kind of bridges over 
they found equally impoilible, unlefs they could firft clear the 
oppofite fliore. They endeavoured to fill up part of the 
channel by a new bank, but the Saracens widened it on the 
other fide. They built feveral wooden towers to cover their 
workmen : but the Saracens deftroyed them by throwing 
great ftones upon them from fixteen large machines, or burnt 
them by throwing gregeols or Greek fire, which was a kind of 
wildfire, made principally of naphta, a bituminous liquid 
fubftance eafily inflammable, and not to be extinguished. 
The Greeks are fometimcs mentioned to have ufed this wild- 
fire in war, and its effects were dreadful. The Saracens had 
learned it from the Greeks, and St. Lewis never heard the 
horrible noife of it flying in the air, but falling on the ground 
he befought God to have pity on thofe who fought lor the 
glory of his holy name. Things flood thus for near three 
months, when a Bedv/in came to one of the French com- 
manders, and offered for five hundred befants of gold to fhevv 
them a ford which might be palled on horfeback. The price, 
though exceflive, was readily paid him, and the f< rd was 
found, though a dangerous one, and falfe in one place, where 
the horfes were forced to fwitn. In the frequent fkirmiflies 
which had been fought, the French had always been vicl'orious, 
and in them the counts of Anjou and Poitiers had sained a 
great deal of reputation. On this occauon the count of Ar~ 
tois by repeated inftances obtained leave of the king to pafs the 
ford at the head of the vanguard. The king fearing his warmth 
would draw him into fome rafh attempt, was unwilling, and 
only con fen tod upon his folemn promife not to do any thing 
without his order. The army crofted the river on Shrove- 
Tuefday 1250: the van eafily repulfcd a body of infuhls which 
difpntcd the paflage, and the whole army got fafe over, formed 
itli'lf on the other fide, and attacked the camp of the infidels, 
who were routed, and Facnrdin himfelf fighting like a defpe- 
rado was run through the body with- a lance, and killed. lint 
the rafhnefs of Robert count, of Artois ovei turned all thefj 
glorious advantages. Having driven before him a body of Sa- 
niccns, lie too eagerly purfued them with two thuufand men 
that were under his command, among whom were the; earl of 
••Tilbury and the limglifh knights. 'J 'hey entered MaJlour iii- 

httftixvll with the fugitives, and became at once mailers of 

the 
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the town. This fuccefs might in fome degree have atoned 
for the count's raftmefs, had he flopped here, as the earl of 
Salisbury and others carneftly befought him. But he laughed 
at their prudence, and purfued the enemy a great way beyond 
the town, till they grew too numerous and ftrong for him. 
They then drove him back into Maflbur, and befieged him m 
their turn in a houfe. He defended himfelf with incredible 
valour, till exhaufted with fatigue and wounds he fell upon a 
heap of infidels whom he had /lain with his own hands. The 
great earl of Salifbury, and the two hundred brave Englifh 
knights were alfo cut off, and their lofs was extremely regretted 
by St. Lewis, though he faid we ought to envy the glory and 
happinefs of a death, which he called equal to martyrdom. 
Being aflced about the count of Artois, he faid, fome tears 
beginning to run from his eyes : <6 He is in paradife : we 
c< ought to praife God for every thing, and adore his pro- 
c< found judgments." The king had in the battle performed 
prodigies of valour and conduct. Joinville faw him once in 
the mid ft of fix hardy Saracens, all aiming their blows to 
kill him ; but he freed himfelf by his own valour, killing 
fome of them, and putting the reft to flight. The moll for- 
midable body in the Saracens army was that of twenty thou- 
fand Mammelus or Mammalukes, a favage people of Turkifh 
extraction, whom the fultan had hired out of Turcomania, 
and of thefe was his body guard compofed. Bondocdar,/ 
their general, after the (laughter of the count of Artois in Maf- 
four, alTemblcd together this troop, and was foon joined by 
the reft of the Mahometans of Egypt, who unanimoufly put 
thcmfelves under his banner, and chofe him their general-, 
though the regency after the death of Facardin was devolved on 
Sajareldor, Saieh's widow, and mother-in-law to the young: 
Sultan. 

The Chriftian army, after having been twice vicloiiou$ )( 
was worfled in an engagement with Bondocdar, chiefly by his 
wildfire which took hold of their clothes, and the caparifuns of 
the horfes, and firarigi-Iv difconcrrtcd t lie foldiers, who haii 
never lien it ufed in battles. Alter this combat the Chiilii-ins 
were almoft all fei'/.ed with a violent fcurvy which cat away 
their gums and jaws with inci edible pain, and (ubjcclcd tiiem 
to tenibie operations of fmyeons : a grievous dyfentcry a 
IvMV'tli came on, and a bicvdui;*; of the nolo was the fympicn 
of approaching death. Great numbers died, and the km 
himlell was lick, and his body reduced to a mere fkuleum 
yet he obliged his army to keep Lent. lie led it over tn 
iurd Lo his old camp, lepuHed he Saiacens as oken as they atl 
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tacked him, and marched towards Damiata till he arrived at a 
little town called by Joinville Cafel, by others Charmafach- 
Here the Chriftians whilft they were treating with the fultan 
who flill offered them advantageous conditions, by a miftake of 
fome of their leaders, threw down their arms, and furrendered 
themfelves prifoners. The infidels mallacred all the poorer 
fort that were fick or wounded : but by a certain drink cured 
in a couple of days the prifoners that were perfons of rank, 
though they were in the laft ftage of their fatal diftemper. 
For only the Egyptians knew the remedy, which feems to have 
confined in a decoction of certain herbs. Thus Joinville the 
hiftorian,- and the kinghimfelf recovered their health by means 
of their captivity. The queen at Damiata upon receiving this 
melancholy news, was brought to bed of her third fon who 
was named John, and from the forrowful time of his birth was 
iurnarned Triftan. The prifoners were conducted to Maftbur, 
and the king was treated with refpect. His conduct, refolution 
and behaviour filled the Mahometans with admiration and 
altonifhment. Under his ficknefs and misfortunes, he never 
let fall one impatient or angry word. As foon as he was 
taken he defired to be attended by his two chaplains, with 
whom he recited the breviary every day with as much fed ate- 
nefs as if he had been in perfect health in his palace. He had 
the prayers of the mafs read to him everyday (except the words 
of confecration) that he might the better join in fpirit and 
delire with the church in her daily facrifice. In the midll of 
the infults that were fometimes offered him by [thofe that 
guarded him, he preferved a certain air of majefly and autho- 
rity which kept them in awe. When he was threatened with 
the mo ft ignominious treatment, and with the torture of the 
Bernicles (a wooden engine, by which every limb of the body 
was p reded and bruited, and the bones broken) he beheld the 
terrible machine without i'u much as changing colour, and an- 
iwcred coolly, that they were mailers of his body, and mi^*ht 
do with it what they pleafed : the fultan lent to him a proposal, 
by which he demanded a million of bclants of gold (j) and the 

city 

ill) A million of hefants of cording to F. Fontcnui, Hill, clc 
fflhl amounted to Jivr hunditul P iU- At I'Vance 1. 31. f ; u 
tli'Uifand livrcA French; that i:., Can;;e Did. 20. and pjiueijviliy 
according; to the prudent valua- Lc JJI.mc Tr. Uiiioriqnc de IVJo- 
t|t> u of money, about two mil- uoics do Fiiincc. A bed.mt 
lioiVii French, i:iy:i M. cle la a jmld coin liill ilruek by the 
*-ii«iile, or about ninety thou- C'hiiilinu mnpci oiu :» at Conlhiu- 
huvi pound:, Jvnjdilh. Though tinople or Jly/.a m i uin ; vUieuct: 



ttilicrmice of money between it', name i:* dei \\ cd. Sec Pu 
* ,,lf and the picUnta^c L. 1,1- Can^c Uiil" D* Kui/i,t.i inj lt . 

l,lvr ii a of one to twenty, ac- 
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city of Damiata for his ranfom, and that of the other prifoners. 
He anfwered, that a king of France ought not to redeem him- 
felf for money, hut that he -would give the city for his own re- 
leafement, and the million of befants for that of all the other 
prifoners. The fultan charmed with his t generofity and fince- 
rity, faid he had a noble foul, and lent him word, that out of 
the efteem he had for him, he. freely gave him his liberty, and 
remitted a fifth part of the Aim demanded for the others. A 
truce was concluded for ten years, in which the Chriftians of \ 
Paleftine were comprehended. After this the king and the ! 
principal lords of the .army were put on board four veflels to \ 
go down the river towards Damiata, and to have an interview j 
with the fultan in the way. But all this was overturned by 
the murder of the fultan Moadan. Ke had treated fome emirs 
of the Mammelus with fever ity, and threatened to difplace 
others among them, when they ihbuld arrive at Damiata, and 
he was determined to. fet a fide his mother-in-law Sejareidor* 
Hereupon a confpiracy was laid to take away his life in a pub- 
lick aflembly of the emirs. . Bondocdar firft {truck him on the 
hand with his fword. At this fignal other emirs rufhed to* 
wards him, whilft the whole army flood looking idly on, 
Moadan fled to a neighbouring tower ; but it was fet on fire. \ 
Ke then ran from one of his emirs tG another, falling on his 
knees to intreat each of them : but .every one pufbed him 
violently from him. He therefore cried out : " What, Muful- 
• c mans! is there not one man out of-, an hundred thoufand 
* c that will defend me i I beg only my life. Let who will reign 
* 4 in Egypt. 3 ' Several arrows were let fly at him, and he 
threw himfelf into the Nile, hoping to efcape by fwimming; 
but was irabbed in the water by nine Mammelus, Oolai, one 
of the principal emirs, and murderers of - the fultan, ran from 
this baibarous action to the tent in which king Lewis was, and 
ftiewing him his dagger all bloody, told him he was now 
mafter of his perfon, and would kill hinvunlefs he created 
him knig!)t, as the enipcrour Frederick had made Facardiu. 
But the good king remembered how much that action had been j 
condemned, and rcfufed to do it, looking upon it that feeing 
an unbelie ver is incapable of difcharging the duties of the J 
ChriiUan knighthood, that honour could not be conferred" 
on fuch a one. The barbarian was exceedingly moved by Me 
kiuii'b jnoiiell coinage, and his fury was converted into adnii- 

* * 111 

ration. Some ol the emirs even fupr'cfted that he would no 
the mo ft woi thy pcrion to he raifed to the dignity or UiJ un f | 
had he not been an enemy to their religion. They therefore 

let the crown on tbe head of ihc widow Pajarcldor, and ap- 
pointed 
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pointed a Mammelu, .furilamed the Turcoman, to be her gene* 
ral and prime minifter. The former treaty with the king, was 
confirmed with a few alterations on the 4th of May. The in- 
fidels ratified it by various flxong forms of oaths^ Among 
thofe which they propofed to the king, this was one, that, he 
would be regarded to have denied God, his.bapti/m, and the 
divine law, and to have fpit and trampled upon the crofs, if 
he mould ever violate the treaty. , The good king was fhocked 
at the recital of fuch an imprecation, and would by no means 
confent to repeat it, faying, that it implied a blafphemy. The 
barbarians, hereupon, threatened to cut off his head, or to cru- 
cify him with all his people, and held the points of their {words 
to his throat : yet he was inflexible, and they at length con- 
tented themfelves with his oath in the ufual form, Neverthe- 
lefs, after the treaty was figned, the emirs debated among them- 
felves whether they mould not behead the king and all the Chri- 
liians they had in their power. Many were- of this opinion* 
but a fpark of honour animated one of the emirs, and he fpoke 
fo handfomely on this fubjecl:, that he prevented the barbarous 
execution. The king was detained prifoner thirty- two days. 
At laft, after having been perplexed with many cavils, trea- 
cheries and alarms from the emirs, after having paid them a 
quarter of the ranfom, and given his brother the earl of Poi- 
tiers as a hoftage till the payment of the reft (which was made 
in a few days) having moreover fur rendered Dumiata, which 
he had held eleven months, he was fet at liberty. He em- 
barked at Damiata with his two brothers ( who were releafed 
upon the payment of the ranfom) and the counts of Flan- 
ders and Eritany, the lord of Joinville, and the marfhal of 
France (b). The perfidious infidels, contrary to their treaty 
confirmed by oath, murdered all the lick and wounded anions 
the Chriftians in Damiata, and in many other things violated 
the articles of the agreement. Yet the kinr, when it was ni 
his power, ufed no reprifals, and was moft fcrupuloufly faithful 
m fulfilling every point on his fide, as he was in all hid other 
treaties. 

Out of a defire of comforting the Chriftians in Paleflme, 
Mid of vifiting the holy places, he failed thither with the rc- 
'H'lins of his army, and in fix days landed at Acre. In this 

voyage 



(>') The marfliaPs duty was 

tr) coin maiul the aimy under the 
Oufiahle or ows j!u!m/i. UotU 
0| -'"ci.. arc firlt mentioned in the 

fC! -'» of i'hilip Au^-ilhis, and 



originally had only care of the 
kind's itablcs and hovln:, ; but 
fooa after their inilitution t'uc 
conduit of the armies \vj:# en- 
truilcd to thuui. 
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voyage hearing that his brother Charles was playing at tables 
upon deck, he went to him, and threw the dice over-board 
into the fea. The tears and intreaties of the Chriftians in 
thofe parts who faw themfelves loft without refource if forfaken 
by the king in their prefent diftrefs, moved him to ftay fome 
time among them. But he fent back his brothers Alphonfus 
and Charles into France to comfort his mother, and moft of 
the French nobility went with them. . In Paleftine the faint 
acled the part of a zealous mifiionary, ftrengthening many in 
their faith, and infpiring them with courage and refokition to 
fuffer torments and death rather than to offend God. He often 
told them that as they lived on the ground on which Chrift had 
fo long converfed with men, and had wrought all the wonder- 
ful rnyfteries of our redemption, their lives ought in a particular 
manner to be as much as poflible the living copies of his holy 
converfation and fpirit. The very fight of his devotion and 
piety was a moving fermon : forty Saracens at Acre were by it 
converted to the faith all at once, and others in other places; 
and among thefe feveral emirs. He vifited Nazareth fading 
and on foot. Not only France but all Europe had exprefled 
the greateft affliction upon the news of his captivity. Pope 
Innocent IV. fent him a pathetick letter of comfort, which 
the king received in Paleftine. In it the pope, among other 
beautiful fentiments of condolence and piety, wrote as fol- 
lows (5) : " O Father of mercy, unfold to us the myftery of 
* c the feverity with which thou haft treated the moft chriftian of 
* c princes, whilft animated with fervent zeal he generoufly fa- 
" crificed his own perfon, and the ftrength of his kingdom. 
* c If this difgrace was a trial to render thy fervants worthy of 
€i heaven, what thanks do they not owe thee for fuch a fa- 
tc vour ! If it be a temporal chaftifement to preferve fin- 
* c ners from the more dreadful puniftiments of thy juflicc in 
* c the other world, who will dare to call fo advantageous a 
<c mercy fevere? 33 The king being in Paleftine wrove a 
circular letter to all his fubjects in France, full of excellent 
maxims of zeal, piety, patience and Chriftian prudence. Ik 
fpeaks of the death of the count of Artois with the tendernds 
of a moft affectionate brother : but exprclfes a holy joy that he' 
v/.is gone to take pofleiTion of the eternal recompence of mar- , 
f y rs. He difcovers an entire, but humble confidence in the J 
divine mercy, and in the interceffion ol the maityrs: gives due j 
piaife to the anions of others, is himfelf the only perfon ot j 
whom he lays nothinp. .Not the leafl tittle favours of vain- 

vi 

(5) V.p Innnc. IV. apud Duchefn'/, p. ^13* 
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glory. In his afHiclions he acknowledges the fecret judgments 
of God, the puniftiment of his fins, and the holy order of pro- 
vidence, in whofe will wc are bound to acquiefce with perfect 
confidence and rcfignation ; and in all advantage?, he gives the 
whole glory to God (6). This true martyr of Chrift in fpirit, 
far from blufhing at his humiliation, caufed his chains to be 
engraved in the ftamp of his coin, and ufed to fay that 
the hfghcfi honour which a Chriftian can receive, is ta 
fufFer for Chrift. He was rigorous in doing juftice to all 
others; but feemed to forget himfolf ; fo much did he dif- 
femble perfonal affronts. He feemed not to hear injurious 
words fpoken again ft him in his prefence, and heaped bene- 
fits on thofe who by an extravagance of temper had conceived 
an antipathy againft him, and exprefled it by the in folence 
of their carriage. When a page let burning wax drop from a 
candle on his leg, which was at that time, inflamed and fore, 
he never complained of his negligence. Moadan, the mur- 
dered fultan of Egypt, was the la It of the race of Saladin who 
reigned in that country. Saphradin the Younger, furnamed 
Nazer, the fultan of Syria,- was his coufm, and to revenge 
his death, declared war againft the Mammelus in Egypt ; and, 
in the beginning of the year 1251, font an embafty to St. 
Lewis, offering to make him mafter of the whole kingdom of 
Jerufalem, if he would join him again ft the Egyptians. St* 
Lewis anfwered, that he fhould be willing to treat with him if 
the emirs in. Egypt continued- to break the treaty which he had 
made with them. He font John of Valence into Egypt, who 
fpoke boldly to the emirs of the Mammelus, concerning their 
infractions of the treaty. The emirs promifod to make; 
amends, and to 2;ive the kino; the moil favourable conditions 
he could defire if he would not make a league with the fulran 
of Syria; and they relcafcd upon the fpot two hundred 
knights, and other Chriftian prifoners whom they had detained. 
St. Lewis took this opportunity to rebuild the walls of Cre- 
fuea, to fortify the port of JaiKi or Joppe, and to put oilier 
places of defence in the bj/t condition he was able. In the 
mean time queen Blanche being ftruck with a paliey in the 
fiftieth year of her age, put on the Ciiiercian habit, and made 
lur religious vows, having font for the abbefs of Maubudlou 
to receive them. 1'rom that time flic would only be laid on a 
hed of ft raw, and would fufFer no rich ornaments in her 
Hv'iiuber: flie expired lyim* on a flics, upon the 1 ft day of 
J V< ember, in 125?.. The icing when he iccdvcd this me- 
Vol. 111. R r hmcholy. 
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lancholy news burft into Hoods of tears, and throwing himfelf 
on his knees at the foot of the altar in his chapel, addrefled 
bimfelf to God in thefe words : Lord, I thank thee for hav- 
" ing preferved to me fo long the beft of mothers. I corifefs 
cc there was nothing among creatures on earth that I loved 
" with equal affecYion and tendernefs. Thou takeft her from 
" me; and it is thy abfolute will: may thy holy name for 
<c ever be bleffed for it." He fhewed his filial regard for her 
by having the facrifice of the mafs offered for her foul in his 
prefence every day of his life afterwards (7). He appointed 
his two brothers in France regents of the kingdom till he 
could arrive, and began to prepare for his departure - y but was 
obliged to ftay a year longer to finifh the fortifications which 
he had begun. He vifited Tyre, Sidon and other places, and 
put them in a pofture of defence : with his fmall army he put 
to flight the Mahometans of Syria, and took from them in 
a wonderful manner the flrong city of Naplofa* the ancient 
Samaria. Nothing could be more tender than the lafr. adieus 
of the Chriftians of thofe parts, who with abundance of tears 
teftified their fincere gratitude, and called him their father. 
His gracious looks teftified the regret with which he left them 
in the midft of enemies and dangers : he gave them ftrong 
affurances of his conflant afTe£lion and attention for them, and 
pathetically exhorted them to be in their manners faithful 
imitators of their bleffed Redeemer. He embarked at Acre 
with the queen, his little children, officers and troops, in 
fourteen veffels, on the 24th of April, 1 254. 

St, Lewis made each veflbl of his fleet, efpecially his own 
(hip, a kind of church. He obtained leave from the legate 
that the blefled Eucharifl fhould be carried in his vefTel on a 
rich altar for the Tick. The divine office was celebrated before 
jt, at winch and at mafs he never failed to afiift. Three fer- 
mons were preached every week, befides public k catcchifm, 
and particular inftrucl.ions of the failors and foldiers ; in which 
the king would have his part. He vifited the fick every day, 
and exercifed his z,cal and charity all manner of ways, and 
with fuch fuccefs as gave hiin a great deal of comfort. They 
did not land at Cyprus, but only took in frelh water, and 
fome provifions. After a voyage of ten weeks the fleet arrived 
upon the 18th of July at the cattle of llicres, which belonged 
to the duke of Anjou, count of Provence. After retting fonic 
days, the king left Hieres, vifited La Srx\ J>aumc, and other 
piarcs of devotion on his road, and came to Vincenncs on the 

5 ll > 
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5th of September in 1254. From thence he went to the 

abbey of St. Dennis to return thanks to God, after which he 

made his publick entry into Paris, after an abfence of almofl: 
fix years. 

Joinville relates, that in their voyage at fea, the king went 
to land at Lamped ufa, a jinall uninhabited ifland lying betwixt 
Malta and Africa, and was flrongly affected at the Jight of a 
beautiful grove and garden with a cave or hermitage marked 
with croJTes. They found there the hones of two hermits 
who had lately lived there. One of the company chofe to 
flay behind, and fucceeded the hermits in their anachoretical 
life. In this fame voyage a gentleman falling over- board 
invoked the inferceffion of the Mother of God, and was pre- 
ftrved floating upon the waves, though lie was not able to 
fvvim, till the king's fhip which was half a league behind, 
came up, and the company finding him in that pofture, took 
him in. Joinville, who was an eyewitness, with all others on 
board the king's vefFel, afterward had tliis miracle painted in 
his chapel, and in the windows of his church at Blecour. The 
holy king feemed to he little affected with the univerfal joy 
which the people expreflcd for his return. He had always be- 
fore his eyes the dangerous condition of the Chriflians in the 
Eaft, and he wore the crofs upon his clothes to fhew that he 
had not quitted his defign of returning to their afUftance. Euc 
his affliction, and the care which he took more than ever to 
fandtify himfelf by aufterities and other good works did not at 
all take off the application he owed to the good of his realm. 
He, in the manner related above, fecured its tranquillity by a 
firm peace with England and Spain, with both which there wa> 
always danger of a fudden rupture. In 1254, Henry 111. king 
of England, vifited the fhrine of St. Edmund of Canterbury at 
Pontigni, and coming to Paris pafied there eight days with St. 
Lewis. Interviews of kings ufually produce quarrels, which 
ipring from jealoufy, pride, and other paflions : hut here nor- 
thing reigned but harmony and piety. St. Lewis told Henry, 
that he eltecmed himfelf infinitely more happy that God had 
given him patience in fullering, than if he had conquered the 
World. Some time after this, king Henry and his barons in 
England, having exhauflcd the realm by an <bflinate civil war, 
agreed on both fides to make St. Lewis their judge, and figneJ 
a compromife, by which they engaged them (elves to fuhrrut to 
his tlccifion ; 10 great was (he univerfal opinion of his wifdom, 
(,f |iiity and itprightnefs, "J lie king and queen of Knsjaud, 
prince Kdmuiul, and many bifliops and lords of then party, 

a great number of the confedeiatc l>urons on the oilier 
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lide, came to Amiens. St. Lewis repaired thither alfo ; and 
after both parties had pleaded a long time, he by a definitive 
abfolute fentence annulled all the articles granted by the king 
to the barons in the parliament or aiiembly at Oxford (8), as 
being extorted by conpulfion, and as innovations injurious to 
the royal majefty ; but he confirmed to the barons their an- 
cient privileges (7). Though feveral of the confederates went 
over to the king upon this decilion. yet the earl of Leicefter 
afterward renewed the war againft him with more fury than 
ever : and in the battle of Lewes took king Henry, prince 
Edward his el deft fon, and his brother Richard king of the 
Romans, prifbners ; but young prince Edward, having made his 
efcape out of prifon, raited a new army, dot eared the confe- 
derate barons near Evcfham, and killed the earl of Leicefter (/-). 
By this viclory king Henry recovered his liberty and crown. 
St. Lewis had no mare in the tranfaclions of his brother in 

Naples 

(8) Matthew Paris, and Gjfnprotniffum Rfgts & Baronum Anglia^ 

in D'Achery, S pic: /eg. T. 2. 



(?) From this parliament of 
Oxford fome date the origin of 
the houfe of Commons ; but that 
K was only a revival of the af- 
fcmbly of the people held under 
the Saxons, appears from the 
jUtutes of the kingdom concern- 
ing it, which were enabled by 
huwatd the fon of Ethelred, 
v -n.f.rmed by William the Con - 
<juv rour, in D'Achtry. Spiciffg* 
12. p. 557, &.c. See Guidon, 

3 'rake, ilc. 

(/;) A/1 airs in Germany and 
l.nlyweic at chat time in g»eat 
coniniion. 'i'he c-mp^iour Kre- 
dukl: 11. alter a reign of iorty 
\ ears, died at Naples in Decem- 
ber 12^9, leaving to Conrad his 
udcil ion the kingdoms of Na- 
jUt:'., Jerufnh.ni and l.oinbaidyj 
to ilemy, his fecond fen, Sicily ; 

to Frederick, hi:, thiid ion, 
/uiilna: ro Hniiu?-, a natural 
ion , the kingdom of Sardinia, 
and to Manfred or Manfioy, an- 
other natural ion, thv principa- 



lity of Tarento. William II. 
count of Holland, a prince en- 
dowed with great virtues, and 
this Conrad, furnamed the fourth, 
were competitors for the empire. 
I'he former was chowned in 
Frizcland in 12^6, and Richard, 
duke of Cornwall, brother to 
Henry III. king of England, 
was chofen in his place. He 
was crowned at Aix- la-Chnpellc. 
but thinking the expeuee and 
difficulties too great, returned to 
Kngland, and died there in 1271. 
On" the other fide Conrad IV. 
died at Naples in 1254, alter he 
had reigned but four years, leav- 
ing a young fon named ConrauMi 
who was educated by his Mo- 
ther in Suabia. The wicked 
prince Manfred who is laid by 
fome to have poifoned both Ins 
bi other Conrad IV. and UU la- 
ther Fredciiclc II. Liiorped the 
regency of Naples and Mnly 
for his nephew Conradin, and 

iuuii a/ur pretending he V,:1 J 

dot J 
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Naples and Sicily, making it a rule never to interfere in the 
concerns of others unlefs Ln works of religion or charity. But 
he never loft fight of the diftfefTed Chriftians in the Eaft, and 
the news of their calamities always made deep wounds in his 
heart. In 1262, Haalon, a Mahometan Tartar commander 
in Syria, flew the lair defcendant of Saladin's brother, ex- 
tinguifhed that Turkifh branch, and made himfelf fultan of 
Damafcus, In Egypt Bondocdar, general of the Mammelus, 
after having imbrued his hands in the blood of two fultans, he 
in 126X5 fct the crown upon his own head. Prom this time the 
Mammelus reigned fultans in Egypt, though always cle&ed 
out of their own body, till, in 1517? the laft was defeated by 

R r 3 Selim 



dead in Germany, "took the 
title of king. Pope Urban IV. 
alleging that Frederick IL and 
Conrad IV. bad by refilling 
homage forfeited that kingdom, 
which was a fief of the holy 
fee, and that Manfred was an 
ufurper, made a prefent of it to 
Charles, duke of Anjon and 
Provence. That prince who was 
religious and chafte like his bro- 
thers, but ambitious, through 
incredible d ifllcul ties made him- 
felf matter of all that kingdom 
on this fide the Pharos of Mef- 
fma, and defeated and flew 
Manfred near Ben even to in 
l 266. Alfo almofl all the towns 
in the ifland of Sicily recognized 
him by their deputies ; and when 
Conrad in and his brother came 
out of Germany with an arm/ 
to challenge that kingdom, 
Charles alter fome lofll-s dif- 
coinfued them, took them pri- 
i oners, and caufed them to be 
put to death in 1 208. Peter, 
hing of Aragon, who had 
married Conjoin in a, Manfred's 
ti i lighter, occafioned afterwards 
jueat revolutions in Sicily. The 

inhabitants, in revenue f° |4 the 
eeat.h of Conrad in, and provok- 
ed by fevero ulage, formed a 
'"iilpiiacy, and at the time ot 
erui long on Kailcr- day, in 



12H1, cut the throats of all the 
Frenchmen in the ifland; which 
mafiacre has been fince called 
the Sicilian Vcfpcrs. In 12^3, 
king Cliailis had the afrliciion 
to fee his fon made prifoner by 
the admiral of Aragon. 

By the death *'of Conradin, 
and his brother Frederick duke 
of Auftria who were both be- 
headed together at Naples, the 
houfe of buabia became extinei. 
But the houfe of Auftria foon 
fucceeded it in power. For Ro- 
dolph, count ofHapfburg, after 
the death of Richard duke of 
Cornwall, and a fhort interreg- 
num was chofen cmperour in 
1273; and being a religious, 
wile and valiant prince retrieved 

the empire, which he found 
plunged unU) the uimoit confu- 
iion and difcrdcrs. Ottocar king, 
of Bohemia, had (ci'/ed on Au- 
ftria, Stir i a, Caruiola and C'a- 
rinthia ; but Kodolph vvhu had 
married Anne, the heirefs of 
Suabia, conquered them, and 
inverted his Ion Albert, with the 
duchy of .'\ulliia; and Rodolph, 
another fun, with the county of 
Suabia. Albert was alter wards 
cmperour, and his poflct iry took 
their title from AuJliia as a more 
illullrious principality than that 

of Uaplbuig. 
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Selim I. cm per our of the Turks, and after many infults pub- 
licklv ftrangled at Grand Cairo. This Eondocdar was one of 
the molt perfidious and cruel of men, and a raoft implacable 
enemy of the Chriftians. He fpent the two firft years of his 
reio-n in fettling his governnv. n<: he encouraged learning, 
though lumfelf an illiterate barbarian, and he is faid to be the 
iii ft who cfrablifhed regular polls for correspondence, though 
the ancent Perfian kings had royal meflengers placed at proper 
dirtances to fuccced one another, and carry the king's dif- 
patches with expedition to all parts of their empire. This 
tyrant, in the year 1266, the fifth of his reign, refolved to 
extirpate the Chrifiians in the Eafl. He took and dcmolifbed 
Tripoli, Casfarca, Tyre and other places in Syria and Palef- 
t ? nc, and without having any regaid to his capitulations and 
oaths, mailacrcd all the captives who refufed to embrace the 
Mahometan fupcrftition. The fe calamities awakened the com- 
panion and zeal of St. Lewis and he again took the croft 
with great fbiernnity, in a publick allembly of princes and 
prelates, at Paris,, on the 25th of March, 1267. But before 
he fet out 3 he put the finishing hand to feveral pious cilablifli- 
jnents at home, among which we mufl reckon the houfe of 
JSorbon, 

Robert Sorbon, a canon and learned doctor at Paris, whom 
St. Lewis honoured with his particular fiicndlhip, and often 
rnade ufe of for his confeflbr, firft: began this community of 
Matters of Arts who were the ableft (tudents or profeflbrs in 
theology. 'The king was fo pleafed with the defign that he 
founded this collcgc'in the muit magnificent manner in 1252, 
and obtained the confirmation of it by pope Clement IV (/). 
This houfe has long been the mo ft renowned college in that 
unhcrfity ; and by raifmg the prcfent magnificent building car- 
dinal Richlicu has errcied a monument to his own memory. 
St. Lewis founded in Pari,-, for poor blind men, the hofpit.il <l 
£>iti;rze Virgt, fo called becanfe he placed in it at the fnlt 
foundation 'three hundred fuch patients. He likewife nmle 
provifions beiorc hia departure for the other poor, whom he 
maintained out of his private purfc ; for he had every d.iy 
one hundred and twenty indigent pel fons at a table m ai Ih» 
own palace, and in Lent and Advent all who prcfentcd thcin- 
fclvcs ; and thefc he often ferved in perfon. He kept lifts (>* 
.decayed <r<'utlcmen, and diflrciicd widows and young women 
whom he"Ve<Md:u-!y relieved in every province of his dominions. 

The faint made his will, in which having left legacies to aIinoi , 
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all the great monafteries of his kingdom, he fettled and regu- 
lated all the affairs of his own family, and thofe of the ftate. 
He brought the kings of England and Navarre to an accom- 
modation upon fome differences that were between them re- 
lating to "the city of Bayonne : for he always applied himfelf to 
do juftice, to preferve peace in his own dominions, and to 
prevent war among his neighbours (m). Having one day flood 
godfather to a Jew who was baptized at St. Dennis, he faid 
with an affecTting energy to the ambafiadour of the Mahometan 
king of Tunis, that to fee his matter receive that facramcnt, 
he would confent with joy to pafs the reft of his life in chains 
under the Saracens. To prepare himfelf for the crufade he 
made two retreats at MaubuilFon. Towards the expences of 
that expedition the pope grained him the tenth penny of all 
ecclefiailical revenues, and he levied a capitation upon his fub- 
jecls. He nominated to the regency of the kingdom during 
his abfence Matthew abbot of St. Dennis, a man of quality, 
of the family of the counts of Vendome, and Simon of Oer^ 
mont count of Nefle, both perfons of kn^wn probity and lin- 
gular prudence. The king's three eldeft fons Philip, John 
count of Nevers, and Peter count of Alcnzon took the crofs 
to accompany him ; as did alfo Theobald king of Navarre, 
Robert count of Artois, fon to him who was killed at Maflbur, 
Guy count of Flanders and many other lords. Joinville ex- 
cufed himfelf to the king, urging the neceflity of his fraying 
at home to protect his vafTals from the opprcflion of the count of 
Champagne, lord paramount. He even endeavoured to dilTuade 

R r 4 the 



(//;) The excellent laws of 
this king are extant under the 

title of, l fhe Ordinances cfieib/ij/jvd 

h $t. Lewis. The French Pra?- 

if 

natnk S/iutfio?;, made 10 fecure 
thii canonical elections to bene- 
J-i.es, is by fome akribed ori- 
ginally to St. Lewis ; but it has 
undergone fo many alterations 
that little llrefs can be laid on 

this circumitance. Jree Spondan. 
5i J an. 1268, & i*T. ln;iuena'i & 
Krinnoi, /////. dc PK^'i^ dc 

t'idtict\ t. 11. 1. p. 201. 

Borne attribute to St, Lewis only 
the live firil articles of this Praj;- 
matick Sanction, becaufe the 
tan is wanting in fcveral m;i- 
JJUiciipt copies. i ; . N alalia Alex- 



ander maintains, in an exprefs 
diflertation, that St. Lewis was 

the founder of thin famous con- 
Jlitution ; Thomaihn contends at 
large that it is not fo ancient. 
The Bollantlilts, in their Com- 
mentary on the life of ht. Lewis 
(25 Augufli) adopt the fentimenc 
of Thomallin, and fet off hib ar- 
guments with new force. Y. 
CJrilFet, who has very much en- 
hanced the value of the late edi- 
tion uf K Daniels lliflo * of 

Francs, in 175^, by additional 

curious Notes and Difle nations, 
dot s not prefume to decide this 
conlu verfy ; but laybdou n prin- 
ciples which lead the attentive 
rcadej to join bllie wilhTliomafUij. 
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the king from the expedition ; but was not: able to prevail. 
St. Lewis, and his brother the king of Sicily, had privately 
concerted meafures to begin the war by the conqueft of Tunis, 
which feeined ea'fy, and would exceedingly further the expe- 
dition in Egypt." . 

■ The king embarked with his army at Aigues-Mortes upon the 
iff. of July, 1270; and when the fleet was over-againft Cag- 
liari in Sardinia, a great council was held, in which it was 
refolved to attack Tunis («)- The French fleet accordingly 
proceeded towards Africa, and entered the gulph of Tunis, at 
the head of which that city ftands, upon a lake which com- 
municates with' it. The Saracens, who lined the fhore, imme- 
diately fled, and the defcent' being made without pppofuion, 
the French encamped upon an iffhmus which feparates the 
gulph of Tunis from another little gulph. They attacked the 
cattle of Carthage, fentcd fifteen miles from Tunis, and car- 
ried it fword in hand. Tunis,, Tripoli, Algiers and many 
other principalities were creeled in Barbarv, in the eleventh 
age ; for till then that country had been fubject to the fultan 
of Egypt. Mulcy Moztanza was at that time king of Tunis, 
and he prepared to make a vigorous defence : but his troops 
only (hewed themfelves, ami after light ficir mi flies retired. The 
French waited for the arrival of the king of Sicily with his 
fleet, to lay fiege to Tunis; and his delay was the caufe of 
all their misfortunes. For the heats being exceftive in thole 
burning fands, the camp was foon filled with malignant fevers 
and other epidemical difeafes, which were contagious like a 
peftilence. The king's beloved fon John Triftan, count of Ne- 
vers, a prince of admirable innocence and fanclity, was the 
fir ft perfon of diflinclion that was attacked. He was born at 
Damiata in Egypt, and was i 1 1 the twenty- fir ft year of his 
age when he died in Africa of a d) fernery and fever. On the 
very day of his death, in the beginning of Auguft, the king 
himfelf and his cUlefl fon Philip were fcizid with the fame tiil- 

orcler. The king's delicate comlituuon, and weak emaciated 

body 

The crufards till that lime pruf'.nod dagger by a Mnhotnc- 
imagined they were going f° r um at Acre, and was woium- 
Kgypt or Paldline ; and pjinre fully cured; Speed and fomc 
Edward, afteiward kin« F.tl- moderns fay by his jilVcclionasc 
ward 1. with feveral Knglifh wife FJianor fucking the poiimi 
lords, who joined this cm- out of the wound, but accunlin^ 
fade, failed to rale/line. Prince to cotcmporary writer's by uh* 
Julward, alter many gal- e;:lrao;<!inary thill of the uu- 
hint atchievements againfl. the geon. 
Saratcns, was jlabbed with a 
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body made the diflemper more dangerous to him. He con- 
tinued, however, for Tome days to a£t, and to give all necelTary 
orders : and particularly to treat with the ambaffadours of the 
Greek emperour, Michael Palseologus, about the reunion of 
that church with the Latins, And by his pathetick exhorta- 
tions he made both thefe ambafTadors afterward zealous advo- 
cates for the union. The principal perfon was Vcccus, chan- 
cellor of the church of Confiantinople, afterward patriarch. 
When the fever and weaknefs confined him to his bed, he ftill 
caufed his chaplains to come to his bed fide, and he recited 
with them the whole church office as long as he was able. He 
had a great crofs fet near him Co that he could eafily turn his 
eyes upon it. He communicated very often during his ilinefs, 
which held him one and twenty davs. Finding his di (temper 
increafe he called for his eldeft fori Philip, and gave him certain 
pious inftrudlions which he- had drawn up in writing before he 
J cil Paris. Two copies hereof are flill kept in the chamber 
of Accounts at Paris under this title : Inflruttions of king Lewis 
the faint to Philip his eldcji fon. The dying admonitions of 
this great king to him are here inferted in abflract : cc My 
" ion, before all things I recommend to you that you love 
God. Be always ready rather to fuffer all manner of tor- 
ments than to commit any mortal fin. When ficknefs or 
" any other affliction befals you, return thanks to God for 
" ir, and bear it courageoufly, being perfuaded that you deferve 
" to fuller much more for having ferved God ill, and that 
" fuch tribulations will be your gain. In profperity give 
" thanks to God with humility, and fear left by pride you 
" ahufe God's benefits to offend him by thofe very means by 
" which you ought particularly to improve yourfelf in his fer- 
" vice. Confcfs your fins frequently, and choofe a wile and 
" pious gholfly father, who will teach you what ro follow, 
u ami what to fhun ; let him be one that will boldly rcpichcnd 
u you, and make you unclerfland the grievoufneis of your 
" faults. Hear the divine office devoutly, ... meditate affec- 
tionately what you alk of God with your mouth : do this 
with more than ordinary application duiing the holy faerifice 
el the mafs, cfpec tally after the confecratiou. lie bountiful, 
companionate and courteous to the poor, and relieve and 
favour them as much as you can. if any thing trouble 
your mind, reveal it to your ghofily father, or to lumc 
" other grave and difcrect perfon; lor by the comloit you 
u will receive you will bear it more patiently. Love to con- 
" vcifa with pious pcrluiis : ngver admit any among your fa- 

" uuiiar friends but fuch at> aic viituous and of voia\ rrputa- 

Li - lion ; 
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** tion; fhun and banifh from you the vicious. Make it 
* 6 your delight to hear profitable lerr.no . j S and difcourfes of 
^ 4 piety. Endeavour to gain the benefit of indulgences, and to 
• c get the prayers of others. Love all good, and abhor all 
ct evil. Wherever you are, never fuffer any one to detract. 
*' or fay any thing finful in your prefence. Punifh all who 
* 4 fpeak ill of God or his faints. Give often thanks to 
ct God for all his benefits. In the adminiflration of juftice be 
upright and fevere : hear patiently the complaints of the 
* c poor, and in all controverfies where your interefts are con* 
* c cerned, (land for your adversary againft yourfelf, till the 
* c truth be certainly found out. Whatever you find not to 
* c belong to you, re (lore it without delay to the owner, if 
* c the cafe be clear : if doubtful, appoint prudent men 
€t to examine diligently into it. Endeavour to procure peace 
* c and juftice to all your fubjedts ; protect the clergy and re- 
* fc ligious who pray for you and your kingdom : follow the 
4C maxim of my grandfather king Philip, that it is fomctimcs 
tc better to diflemble certain things in ecclefiafticks than to 
<c reprefs them with too gteat violence and fcandal. Love 
* 6 and honour the queen your mother-, and follow her coun- 
<c fels . . . Make no war, efpccially againrt Chriftians, vvitln.'i: 
* c great caufe, and good advice. If neceflity force you to it, 
<c let it be carried on without damage to thofe who - are not 
* c in fault, and .fpare the innocent fubjecis of your enemy v r > 
4C much as ponYole. Ufe all your authority to hinder, war* 
cc among your vafLls. Be fcrupulous in the choice ot u,ooJ 

4< * j u< ^£ es anc * magiftrates. Have always a great refpect for the 
Roman church, and the nope, and honour him as yo.ir 

cc fpiritual father. Hinder to the utrnoft of your power 

cc blafphemies rail? Cu'r.-s, games of ch-uue, clrunkcnnef:' ar.-l 

cC impurity. Never make any extravagant expenevj, and 

* c ver lay on vt/ur fiibj^cts any heavy or unjufl buulin.i. A ilia* 

* c my death, take care to have a gteat many malic md pj.-.yi:; 

<c laid for me in all chinches and religious communitas ia 

* c France; and i:ive me a ih.ire in all the good w<.;l:"i vvl.i' h 

ct you flvdl do. L jiive yon my nielli rig with the u»"ii. ten 

Ck a til-til ion that any faihu* can ;-;ive ro a I'm ; and 1 pray 

** Ivord Jcfus (Jhrifl to protcci - and H rein. 1 then y« " : n hi., 

ct vice-, and always to iucrcile iiisorace in you thai you 

do any thin<>; n^ainlr his holy will, and that he: m:'y I*'' 

ct ever faithfully honoured :.nu terved by you, f bo i « • • - 

4C lame «rate for my ft: if, that we may together fee, land :n» 1 ' 

tc honoiu hmi for all demit 
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The holy king gave other inftru&ions to his daughter the 
queen of Navarre. Having fettled his affairs, and acquitted 
himfelf of his duties to others, he defired that no more men- 
tion fhould be made to him of temporal concerns, and applied 
himfelf wholly to think only of that great, affair which was to 
be decided betwixt himfelf and God alone. He fcarce fpoke 
any more to any one but to his confeflbr. He praifed and 
thanked God for having placed him in his prefent fituation ; 
he prayed with many tears, that he would enlighten and fliew 
mercy to infidels and tinners, and that his army might be con- 
dueled back into their own country without falling into the 
hands of the enemy, that none of them might be tempted 
through weaknefs to deny Chrift. His charity, zeal, com- 
punction*, humility and perfect refignation increafed in his laft 
. moments, and in the fervent cxercife of thefe virtues he pre- 
1 juieJ his foul to go forth and meet his Judge and Redeemer* 
I On the 24th of Auguft, which was Sunday, he received firifc 
j extreme undlion, according to the difcipline of that age, and 
; afterward the Viaticum. It was his cuftom whilfr. in health, 
I and as long as he was able in his ficknefs, to creep on his knees 
; from his place in the church up to the altar when he went to 
I communion : he was then too weak to do this ; but he would 
j needs get up, and he received the bletied Sacrament kneeling 
j by his bedfide. He again that day called for the Greek am- 
i bafTadours 5 and renewed in a mo ft pathetick manner his exhorta- 
tions to union with the Roman church. He continued the 
reft of his time in ardent prayer, efpecially in acts of the di- 
vine love and praife. He Jolt his fpeech the next day from 
nine till twelve o'clock ; then recovering it again, and lifting 
up his eyes towards heaven, he repeated aloud thofc words of 
the Hal mi ft : Lovely I will enter into thine boufe \ 7 will adore in 
toy holy te?nple> and wili give glory to thy name. He fpoke again 
at three in the afternoon, but only faid : Into thy bands 1 com- 
ihnul my JouL Immediately after which he breathed his Jail in 
Ins camp, on the 25th of Auguft, in the year of Chrift 1270, 
b'.'ing iifry five years and four months old, and having reigned 
forty- three years, nine months, and eighteen days. His bro- 
ther Charles, king of Sicily, whofc delays had thrown this ex- 
pedition into the heats, arrived with his fleet a few minutes af- 
ter the death of St. Lewis. 'JTic Chriftian army defeated again 
ti)^ Moors and the Saracens in two great battles, ami on the 
pth of Ocloher concluded a peace with the infidels on the 
inlawing conditions : that all prifoners fhould be releafed, and 
t''e Chriflian flaves fet at liberty: that Cbrifliam. fhould be al- 
lowed 
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lowed to build churches, and to preach the faith i a the territories 
of thefe Mahometans, and that the*Mahometans fhould be allowed 
to embrace it : that the king of Tunis fhou]d'pay a yearly tribute 
of 5000 crowns to the king of Sicily, and that the king of France 
and his barons fhould receive two hundred and ten thoufund 
ounces of gold to defray their cxpences in this war j which 
was a larger Turn than St. Lewis had paid for his ranfom. Such 
was the ifTue of the eighth and la ft of the crufades which were 
undertaken for the recovery of Paleftine, and which employed 
Europe for aimoft two hundred years. Many things were 
great obftacles to the fuccefs of thefe enterprises, as the diftance 
of the countries, difference of climates, repreated treacheries 
of the Greeks: and in the Chriftian armies the feodal jurifdic- 
tion, the mixture of different nations, the oppofite views of 
particulars, and confequently the want of military fubordina- 
tion and obedience. Nor can it be denied that fome engaged in 
thefe expeditions to fcreen themfelves from publick juflice 
or from their creditors : and many in them were feduced by 
the paffions of ambition, avarice, vanity, jealoufy and revenge, 
which have often fo great a (hare in wars. The unwarrantable 
injufticcs and plunders that were committed by many of the 
crufards are a fufficient proof of this reproach and fcandal : 
and St. Bernard fhews upon what motives many went on thefe 
expeditions from the tyranny and opprelBon which they exer- 
cifed over their vaffals immediately after their return. Such 
armies were not proper inftruments to -avert divine fcourges 
from finful nations : to perfons engaged in them whofe views 
were perfectly pure, and conduct holy, the temporal calami- 
ties which they fuffered, and the contagion of vice over which 
they triumphed, were occafions of the moft heroick virtues. 
This praife no hiflotian ever refufed to St. Lewis, whofe views 
in war were exempt from the ufual paflions of ambition, ava- 
rice and revenge, and whofe martial difpofitions were truly 
great becaufe entirely fubordinate to virtue and religion. Vol- 
taire himfelf is the admirer and pancgyrift of his courage, pru- 
dence and piety in thefe expeditions (0). This laft cruladc, 
notwithstanding it failed of fuco. Is, was fome check to the 
ivromcfs of Bundocdar's aims. But his fon and iuccellbur Sc- 



(.?) Voltaire*:; Hi (lory of the 
Cru lades is more fupeificiil if 
pollible than bis other hiilorical 
performances, in which a Way.:.: 
of empty wit was the authors 
chief aim and ambition. To 
juve a fatbiaciory account oi' 



events, or an enquhy after 
truth arc k-ldom any pan of this 
nut bur's concern : and tin* 
flections which he iiUcrfpiMks 
arc frequently {'alio, and naVC 
the moll impious and pernicious 
tendency. 
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raf or Sait took Acre after an obftinate fiege, and difpoflefled 
the Chriftians of all the places which remained in their hands 
in Paleftine; prince Edward, who was their laft fupport, being 
before returned to England upon the death of his father 
Henry III. in 1272. The body of St. Lewis after his death 
was parboiled in water and wine to feparate the flefh from the 
bones, the art of embalming bodies fo famous among the an- 
cients, having been then loft by difufe. King Charles carried 
the bowels and the flefli to Sicily, and interred them under 
the ftately monument in the great abbey of Monte-Reale, four 
miles from that city. This monaftery was built by king Wil- 
liam, and being made an archbifhoprick was called a cathedral 
abbey. The faint's bones and heart were carried into France 
by his fon Philip, and depofited in the church of St. Dennis. 
Many miracles wrought by the interceflion of St. Lewis, efpe- 
cialiy at both thefe fepulchral monuments, were juridically 
proved: and he was canonized by Boniface VIII. in 1297, in. 
the reign of his grand fon Philip the Fair, by whofe order one 
of his ribs was placed in the cathedral at Paris, and his head 
in the holy chapel in 1305 (p). 

The heroick virtue of St. Lewis fhone brighter in his af- 
flictions than k could have done amidft the greaieft triumphs. 
He defired to fee the faith of Chrift, and his holy love reign 
throughout in the whole world, efpecially in chat country which he 
had fancrified by his corporal prefence on earth, and which was 
unjuflly ufurped by barbarous infidels : but God was pJeafcd 
that he fhould rather glorify him by his fuffcrings. T he iainc 
found his comfort in the accomplishment of His holy will ; and 
feeing his pious defigns defeated, his army almoft all deitroyed, 
and himfelf in the hands of perfidious barbarians, he declared 
to his friends that he found more joy in his chains than he 

could 



(/>) vSt. Lewis often touched 
for the cure of the difeafe 
of fcrophulous fchirrous tu- 
mours called the king's evil. 

"tfforc this time it ia re- 
lated by the French hittoriuns 
rh.it Ling Philip 1. was deprived 
f, i the gift which his predecef- 
lonis had enjoyed of healing that 
o: lie in per on account of rhe irre- 
gularity of h>» life. The oiigiu 
ol thi^riiiloin in I* i a nee is :dci lb • 
to i he kvuiu d am] pious I; in;*, 

Jv ( »Lcir or a: Walt to iomc or 



the firft kings of the thiid ince. 

The Kjench kings nib illy only 
perform this ceicroony on the 
day they have received the holy 
communion. 

Sr. Lewis had five (bus; hut 
of thefe noiie leic iifue <-vec|,t 
Philip ill. furnanied the IJ.tuly 
or the J'old, and Solvit (.omit 
of Clermont, who liav^iy; mar- 
ried iJeaiiiee, the h. in !«. ol la-ur- 
lion, \\'i\'> the !;u]in!i .jJ »h • j 
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could have done in the conqueft of the whole world. The 
ibvereign will of God is the indifpenfable rule of the univerfe: 
refignation to it is the cffentlal obligation of all creatures, and 
impatience is a crime of rebellion. .It is alfo a bafe diftruft in 
his goodnefs. His will is always moft holy, tender and mer- 
ciful towards his fervants ; always guided by infinite love and 
wifdom. What can be more juft and reafonable, than for us 
earneflly to commend ourfelves to his mercy ^ and to acquicfce 
-with thankfgiving and confidence in all his appointments* 
*This conformity to his holy will, if it be courageous, conftant 
and univerfal is the moft perfect facrifice of our will, of our- 
felves and of all that we poffefs to him : it is the entire reign 
of his grace in our fouls (io)* the victory over moft dangerous 
Spiritual enemies, the firm anchor of our fouls amidft the in- 
conftancy of human affairs, and a fource of unalterable peace 
and fecure joy, with which the heart refts in the fweet bo- 
fom of divine providence, and drowns in it all diftruftful and 
difquieting fears which paffions are fo apt to raife. 

* * 

On the fame DAY 

St. Gregory, Abbot, Adminiftrator of the Diocefs of Utrecht, C. 
He was born in the territory of Triers, and was a, prince of royal 
blood ; for his grandmother Adela, his father Albrick's mother, 
was daughter of Dagobert II. king of Auftrafia. This lady after the 
death of her hufband, built the monaftery of Palens near Triers, 
and putting on the religious habit was chofen the firft abbefs. Her 
fitter Irwina who had alfo renounced the world, died abbefs of Horre. 
Gregory returning one day from fchool, when he was fifteen years 
of age, was defired by his grandmother to read to the nuns at Pa- 
lens. St. Boniface who was travelling from Frizeland into Heffe and 
Thuringia, patted that way, and was prefent on this occafion. Gre- 
gory was deiired by the abbefs after he nnifhed his lecture, to ex- 
plain the inilru&ions which he had read in favour of thofe who did 
not underftand Latin. But this he faid he was not able to do, pro- 
bably bccaufe he was not fufliciently acquainted with the Teutonick. 
language. Wherefore St. Boniface riling up did that office for him, 
and added many pathetick exhortations to virtue, probably both in 
the Latin and Teutonick languages. Gregory was fo moved by his 
diicourfes that he refolved upon the fpot to foriake the world and 
attend that holy man wherever he went. His friends do not fecai 
to have oppofed his inclination; for St. Boniface took him with him, 
and would be hixm'eif his mailer and in£ru£lor. He feems to have 
placed him for fome time in the monaftery of Ordorf for the con- 
venience of finifhing his ihidies. But he took him very young 
wholly to himfelf, made him his conftant attendant, and always 

loved him as his fon. The difciple was a faithful imitator of mi 

fijirit 
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fpirit and great virtues/amfted him in his millions, and accompanied 
him in his journeys to Rome and other places. St. Boniface a little 
before his martyrdom fent him to Utrecht to govern a monaflery 
lately founded there. He had before appointed Eoban bifhop of 
that church. SS. Boniface and Eoban received together the crowia 
of martyrdom in 754: after which pope Stephen III. and Pepin 
obliged St. Gregory to take upon him the care of that church. 
Belca, Heda, Snoius, Baronius and JViolanus call him bifhop of 
Utrecht: but Mabillon, the Bollandifls, and Antony Pagi (1) demon- 
Urate that he never received the epifcopal consecration; and that 
though he adminiftered the diocefs during twenty-two years to his 
death he never was more than prielt, as appears from his life writ- 
ten by St. Ludger. When the murderers of his two brothers were 
fent to him by the civil inagifirates to be put to what death he mould 
think fit, according to the barbarous cuftom of the country in that 
age, which left the punifhmentof the afTaflins to the direction of the 
relations of the deceafed perfon ; the faint gave every one of them 
afuit of clothes with an alms, and difmiiTed them with good ad- 
vice. By his zealous preaching and prudent care he rendered the 
church of Utrecht the moll: flourifhing in all that country. His 
eminent fpirit of mortification and prayer, his invincible meeknefs 
and filence under all injuries, his humility and his patience under 
three years fevere ficknefs crowned him with the glory of the' faints,, 
to which he paflcd on the 25th of Auguft, irr 776. His relicks 
were religioufly kept at Utrecht, and examined in the epifcopal 
vifitations in 1421, and 1597- — See his life written by his difcipie 
St. Ludger, bifhop of Munfter, in Mabillon fasc. Ben. 3. and the- 
difiertations of Stilting the Bollandift, T. 5. Aug. p. 241. Alio 
Fieury 1. 44. n. 9. T. 9. and Batavia Sacra," p. 88. 

St. Eeba, commonly calkd in EngHfh St. T/.sds, V. and Abbcfs- 
She was filler to St.Ofwald, and Ofwi, kings of the Northunibe % 
and afftfted by the liberality of the latter founded a nunnery upon; 
the Darwent, in the bifhoprick of i'urham, called from her Iib- 
chefter : alfo a double fepar?.re monaftcry at Coldingham in the 
marines, now in Scotland, below Berwick. This latter home of 
nuns Ihe governed herfelf till he was called to eternal blifs in 68^ 
—See Bede 1. 4. c. 19, 25. and Harpsficld. 

Another St. Ebb a governed this monaftery of Coldingham in the 
ninth century. In an incurfion of the cruel Dan i in pirates Hingtiar 
and Hubba in 870, me was anxious not for her life, but for 
chaftity j to preferve which fhe had recourfe to the following iha- 
tagem. Having aflemblcd her nuns in the chapter- houfe, fhe with 
a razor cut off her nofe and upper lip, and was courageously imi- 
tated by all the holy community. '1 he frightful fpedtacle which 
they exhibited in this condition, prote&ed their virginity. But the 
infidels fet fire to the monaflcry, and thefe holy virgins" died in the 
flames fpotlefs victims to their heavenly fpoui'e, the lover r d re- 
wardcrof chalte fouls.— See Matthew of We Uminiler, Crefiv, &c. 

(1) Critica Hi/tor icq* Cbt onshgica sjs slnmks Buret. 
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St. ZEPHYRINUS, Pope, M. 

A. D. 219. 

OT. Zephyrin'Us, a native of Rome, fucceedcd Victor in 
tj the pontificate, in the year 202, in which Sever us railed 
the fifth molt bloody perfecution againft the church, which 
continued, not for two years only, as Dodwcll imagined, but 
to the death of that cmperour in 211, as Ruinart, Berti, and 
others, prove from Sulpitius Severus, and other authorities. 
Under this furious llorm this holy pallor was the fupport and 
comfoit of the diltrelled flock of Chrifl, and he fuffered by cha- 
rity and compafTion what every confelTor underwent. The 
triumphs of the martyrs were indeed his joy, but his heart re- 
ceived many deep w T ounds from the fall of apoftates and herc- 
ticks. Neither did this latter affliction ceafe by the peace which 
Caracalla reftored to the church, and which was not clifturbcd - 
by Macrinus, by whofe contrivance Caracalla was murdered in 
Mesopotamia, in 217, nor by the fuccefibur and murderer of ; 
this latter, the impure Heliogabalus, who reigned to the year ' 
221. The chief among thefe hereticks were Marcion, Praxc- j 
as, Valentine, and the Montanifts : for St. Optatus teftifies (1), . 
that all thefe were vanquished by Zephyriuus, biihop of Rome. 
Our faint had alfo the affliction to fee the fall of Tertullian, : 
which feems to have been owing partly to his pride, and paid/ j 
to one Proclus, or Proculus, an eloquent Montanill, whom | 
Tertullian highly extolled, after he was become an abettor 
that hercfy. This Proculus was publickly put to conlufion at 
Rome bv Caius, a moft learned pried of that church, under 
St. Z-eph)iin, who was afterward ordained a legionary biOmji, 
that is, with a eommiflion to preach the gofpel without btii. 
fixed in any particular fee, as Photius aflurcs us. Eufebtus, hu'\ 
Jerom, and Phot i us, much commend the dialogue of Caiu.> j 
with Proculus ; a work which has not reached our times. 
tins tells us, that Cains alio computed a trcatife ;vi:iiuH Ai te* 
mon, who Ixli.-vcd rbat Jefus Chi ill was only a mci " man, and 

fcveial olher learned walks, i 10111 which Eufcbius took iln'w- 

c n't 

(1) o. Opcai, 1. 1 . do fcUifuuUc, n. 0. *5c AlbyPpiiKCuu, not. ih. 
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count he has given us of the penance of Natal is (2). This 
man Jived at Rome, and having confeiled the faith before the 
pcrfecutors, underwent torments in defence of it; but after- 
ward was (educed into hcrcfy by Afclepiodotus and Thcodotus 
the Banker, who were both difciples of Theodotus the Tanner, 
whom Victor, bifliop of Rome, had excommunicated for reviv- 
ing the herefy of Ebion, afHrming that Chrilfc wasno more than a 
mere man, though a prophet. T^eie two hereticks had perfuaded 
Natalis to fufler them to ordain him a biiliop of their feci, pro- 
roiling that: he fhould be fuinilheJ month] y with one hundred 
and fifty hlver denarii, upwards of three pounds hrerlmg. But Gi.d 
havinti comoaflion on his confe/lbr, warned him by feveral vi~ 
fions to abandon thefe hereticks ; among whom he was detained 
only by intereff. and vanity. At length he was whipped a whole 
night by an angel. The day following he covered himfelf with 
fackcloth ' and afrhes, and fhcddhrj; abundance of tears, went 
and threw himfelf at the feet of Zcv-hyrinus : he proltratcJ him- 
fclf alio before both the clergy and the laity in a manner with 
which the whole aflembly was much afrected. However, though 
lie entreated very earneftly, and mewed the marks of* the ftripea 
he had received, it was with much difficulty that St. Ze- 
phyrinus readmitted him to the communion of the church, 
granting him, in recommence of his great compunction, an in- 
dulgence, or relaxation of the feveriry of the discipline, which 
required a penitential delay and trial. Eufcbius tells us, in the 
fame place, that this holy pope exerted his zeal fo fhenuoufly 
againlr. the blafphemics of the two Theodotu^'s, that thofe he- 
relicks treated him in the mo(t contumelious manner; but it 
was his glory that they called him the principal defender at 
Guilt's divinity. St. Zephyrinus. idled the pontiiical chair fe- 
venteen years, dying in 219. He was buried in his own ce- 
metery (comprifed in that of Calixtus, as Aringhi lhcwc.) on 
the twenty-fixth of Aiuridf, on which molt marLyroIo^ie.^ com- 
memorate him: though thole of Vanilelbci t and Rahanus, with 
the old mai tyrology, under the name or St. jeroni, publi/heJ 
by Floientiilius, maik his fellivui on the twenuuh of Decem- 
ber, probably on account ol fome tranll.it i.)ii, or th: u'ay of his 
ordination, fays lierti (3). 11c is, in fome martyi ohi'ic;, Ilylcd 
a martyr, which title he mhdit dcleive bv what In; iuif.-n J in the 
pei fecution, though he perhaps did not (lie by ill . executioner. 

God has always railed up holy pallor*., y,r dons t<> maincuri 
tho laeied depolite of the faith <d ins church in vmhible, .<ii>i i<» 

VuL. ill. Si" Uatuli 

(s) E if, h 7. c. 2V. ( x I'crii i 1 S...C. L>];i\ 1 . T. 
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watch over the purity of its morals, and the fanclity of its dif- 
cipliae. How many conflicts did they fuftain ! with what con- 
ftancy, watchfulnefs, and courage, did they ftand their ground 
again ft idolatry, herefy, and the corruption of the world ! We 
enjoy the greatcft advantages of the divine grace through their 
labours ; and we owe to God a tribute of perpetual thankfgiv- 
ing and immortal praife for all thofe mercies which he has af- 
forded his church on earth. We are bound Mo to recommend 
moft earneftly to him his own work, praying that he exalt 
the glory of his divine name, by propagating his holy faith on 
earth : that he continually raifc up in his church fhining exam- 
ples of all virtue, paftors filled with his fpirit, and a people dif- 
pofed to captivate their underftandings to his revealed truths, 
and fubjeel their hearts to the fweet yoke of his holy love and 
divine law ; watchful to abhor and oppofe every profane inno- 
vation of doctrine, and all aflaults and artifices of vice. 



On the fame DAY 

St. Genesius, a Comedian, M. Chrift who, to (hew the power 
of his grace, and the extent of his mercy, called a publican to the 
apoftlelhip, honoured with the glory of martyrdom this faint, drawn 
from the llage, the moft infamous fchool of vice and the paflions, 
and the jull abhorrence of the holy fathers of the church, of all 
realous pallors, and all fin cere lovers of virtue. The emperour Di- 
ocletian coming to Rome, was received with great rejoicings. 
Among other entertainments prepared for him, thofe of the ltage 
were not neglected. In a coined v which was acted in his prefence, 
one of the players took it into his head to reprefent, in a ludicrous 
manner, the ceremonies of the Chriflian baptifm, which could not 
fail to divert the atlembly, who held this religion, and its myltcric. 0 , 
in the utrnolc contempt and derilion.- This player therefore, whofe 
name was Genefius, and who had learned Co me things concerning 
the Chriilian rites from certain friends who zealoufly profeiled that 
religion, laid himfelf down on the llage, feigning hirnfelf tick, and 
tiiid : •« Ah ! my friends, I find a great weight upon ine, and would 
•* gladly be eafed," The other:; amvvcred : " What mall we do to 
" give thee cafe? wouldll thou have us plane thee, to make the* 

lighter r " lc Ye fenfelefs creatures" ("aid he, " I am refolvwi 
'* to <lie a Chriilian, that God may receive me on this day of my 
** death, as one who leeks his falvation by Hying from idolatry and 
4< fiiperlliiion." Then a priell and l .vorcHl were called, that is to 
jay, two players, who perfonated iheie characters. Thole fating 
down by his bediide, laid; " \Vi:il, my child, why did you fend lor 
** us ? " Here Gene/ins, being hidden ly convened by a divine ni- 
fpiration, replied, not in jell, but feiionlly: '* Uecaule 1 deliie ii> 

** receive tJie grace of J el us Chi ill, and to be born again, th.it f 

*• may 
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si may be delivered from my fins." The other players proceeding 
mimic ally, went through the whole ceremony of b'lptifm with him j 
but he in earnelr. anfwered the ufual interrogatories, and on being 
baptized was clothed with a white garment. After this, other play- 
en, habited like foldiers, to carry on the jeft, feizeu him, and pre- 
sented him to the emperour, to be examined, as the martyrs wera 
wont to be. Genefms then declaring himfelf openly, fuid aloud* 
Handing upon the It age : * 4 Hear, O emperour, and all you that are 
" here prefent, ofHcers of the army, philosophers, fenators, and 
* s people, what I am going to fay. I never yet fo mucli as heard 
<< the name of a Christian, but I was flruck with horrour ; and I de- 
«' tefted iny very relations, becaufe they profeiTcd that religion. I 
•* informed my f elf exactly concerning its rites and myvleries, only 
< ( that 1 might the moil heartily defpife it, and infpire you with ths 
* ( utnioft contempt for the fame. But whilft I was warned with the 
" water, and examined, I had no fooner anfwered fmcerely that I 
" believed, than I law a company of bright angels over my head, 
** who recited out of a book all tne fins I had committed from rny 
" childhood ; and having afterwards plunged the book into the: 
'« water which had been poured upon mc in your prefence, they 
" fnewod nic the book whiter than mow. Wherefore, I advifeyou, 
" O great and mighty emperour, and all ye people here prefene, 
" who have ridiculed thefe myftcries, to believe with me, chat Je~ 
" fus Chrifl is the true Lord ; that he is the light and the truth ; and 
14 that it is through him you may obtain the forgivenefs of you.r 
" fins DiocJcfian, highly enraged at theie words, ordered 

him to be molt inhumanly beaten with clubs, and afterwards to bcr 
put into the hands of Plautlan, the prefect of the pr:etorium, that 
he might compel him to facrilice. f Kantian commanded him to be 
put upon the rack, where he was torn with iron hooks for a coaii- 
iiderable time, and then burned with torched. The martyr endured 
thefe torments with conllancy, and pcriulccl crying out : *' There is 
" no other Lord of the uuivcrfe bcfidej him whom i have feen. 
" Him I adore and fervc, and to him i will adhere, though 1 mould 
" fufter a thoufand deaths for hi* fake. No tonm-.U'i lhal! remove 
" Jefus Chriil from my heart or mouth. 1 regret exceedingly my 
" former crroura, and that 1 once Jeteil'd hi& holy u unc, and came 
<( fo late to his fervice." At len-ih hi-- h.»a.! www lirudc off His 

I H 

name occurs in the ancient Roman and Aliu^-i calcndais. UuU 
nirt (1) and Tillcmonc (-'-) ivfer hi. mu;\yidi. u to the yi-ar es*6, 
For Dioelelian having vanrj 111 (lied Cavimih (who was flain nor 
Muiga the year before) allociat-d iV U\m.iu;i iierculeus in the cm- 



pllC 



(i) Acl. Sincer. p. 205. (-) TiL'nis, ' i\ \. p. C()\. 



[a) The baptifm which he re- O'-'i.'-m rite, Ihit St. CVneiins 

re i veil on the llage was no nine \v.r, iopozed in '.hair--, with lute 

{ luui a rcpnn'cntaiion of Lhal In- c n.n iiion, mi 1 ,; a!'o m hi own 

C| anient, for want oi h hrriouy l:k> ;.d, 

iiU'ntiott of performing th* 
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pire at Nicomedia on the ift of April, 286 : after which he took a 
journey in great (late to Rome, where there i'eems to have been a 
hot per locution about July, fays Tillemont. — I* leury places the death 
of St. Genefius, in 303 ; for Diocletian went again to Rome to cele- 
brate the twentieth year of the reign of Maximum Heiculeus, which 
>vas begun in November, 303. At the tame time, both the em- 
perors triumphed together over the Perfians : alter fome flay there 
JDioclcHan returned into the Kail. — See this martyr's genuine a6ts 
in Ruinart, p. 2*3. and Orii, T. 3. p. 467. 

St. Gti.A sin us, a Comedian at Heliopolis in Phoenicia. He hav- 
ing been baptized in jcit, in a watm bath on the ftage, coming out of 
it, loudly pi-oiefled himlelf a Chriftian, and was ltoned to death by 
the mob, in z r )J, as the chronicle of Alexandria relates. Theo- 
dora fneaks of thefe examples, when he fays, that fome on the 
fta«ic have paficd from the worfhip or devils to the rank of mar- 
tyr!; (0- The examples of wonderful convei fions itrongly invite us 
to nddrefs ourfjlves to the divine mercy, and to beg that God would 
be plenfed, by hi* omnipotent grace and power, perfectly to fubdue 

and convert our he*nts. 

£t. Ge n v s 1 of Aries, M. He was a publicly notary in the city 
of r u*les, and a catechumen, at a time when Maximian Hercukus 
arrived there. An imperial edicl againlt the Chriftians, which was 
then in fbrcc, was put into his hands to tranferibe ; but he, rather 
than to concur to iuch a criminal injuttice, threw away his pencil, 
and fecretly left the town in order to hide himfelf. But he was 
overtaken, and beheaded on the banks of the Rhone, about the 
beginning of the fourth century. See his genuine aefs in Ruinart. 
He is mentioned as the glory of the c'ty of Aries, by St. Prudenuus, 
Hymn. 7. v 36. by St. Gregory or 'fours, St. Eucherius, and the 
ancient martyrologics. 

(1) Thecdor'ct. dc Curand. Grace, AIFcdt. Serm, 8. de Martyr, 
T. 4. p. 
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AUGUST 27. 

St. CLesarius, Archbifhop of Aries, C. 

From his li/l', extant in tivo hooks. ; the fir// compiled by his difciple 
Cyprian, aftcrzvards hi/hop of Tendon, a>ul ' Fir minus andfrj-mtiusy 
two other bi/JjopSj zvho ajju'led him in this zvork : the fecovd writ- 
ten in part by the priefi Mejianns^ and the deacon Stephm. Ail 
ihefe authors were di/eip/es of St. Crdjarit/s^ and ivitneff'es of 
what they retort ccnccr;::n? his virtues and miracles, $*e this 
work in Afu billon, Secc. Be::, r. T'. r. p. 659. Srr alf'j this 
learned compiler, JlnnaL Ueued. T. 1. Cei//ier 9 C T. lb. ,'\ zr.o, 
and Rivet , fii/i. Liter, de la France, 7 . 3. p t 190. 

A. D. 542. 

(H T. C ^ s a r j u s was born in 4.70, in the territory of Chal- 
C5 Ions on the Soane, and descended from a family of di- 
ftinguifhed piety. When but feven years old, he ofkn gave 
hi-? clothes to poor people whom he met bagging. in his youth 
lie laid a good foundation of literature, and comparing the un- 
quiet fcenes of vice, vanity, and folly, in which he law men 
too eafdy engage themfclves ainiJft the hurry of a fecular life, 
with the calmnefs and fecurity of an amiable retiear, he rcfolvctl 
to renounce the world. Wherefore, at eighteen years of nor 
he in treated Sylvcfler, bifhop of (Jhalkuis, to cut off his hrtir, 

and ch'c him the ecclefiaflical habit", that he miy;hr enter him- 
fell in the lervice or the church- This was done accoidmM.lv; 
hut two years alter, (Jadarius, out ol a dehre of attaining flill 
[neater peifecdion, privaiely withdrew to the monuKery of Le*- 
it.'H, which had produced m my learn-. d and pious men, under 
t h e direction ol the a!)hot Porcarius. In this houle he was a 
p.-rfccl: model of regularity, meckoefs, humility, anil obedience. 
The abbot appointed him cellercr: hut as human pallidas creep 
into ieccfles the furthclr. removed from the incontivi of vice, 
(nine of the monhs were oil eiuL'd at his feiupulous feverity ; and 
io loud were their complaints, that the abbot, though with ic- 
J ti-i, was forced to dilchargc him from his "(lice. The- faint 
H'joiced to fee himlelf at liberty to give himiell up entirely to 
the exercifes of contemplation and penance. jiut his meat au~ 

iuauicu having thrown him into a lit ol illncls, his abbot fent 

IS 1' 3 him 
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him to Aries for advice, where he was known by Eon i us, the 
archbifhop, who was his countryman and relation. He de- 
manded him of the abbot Porcarius, and immediately ordained 
him deacon, and afterwards pried: : foon after he made him ab- 
bot of a monaftery built in an i-fland in the Rhone, within the 
fuburbs of the city. Three years after, lying on his death-bed, 
he recommended him for his fucceflbur. The faint fled, and 
hid himfelf among the Roman fumptuous tombs, a great num- 
ber of which are remaining to this day near the city : but being 
difcovered, be was obliged to acquiefce in the unanimous election 
of the clergy and the whole city, in 501. He was then thuty 
years old, and he prefided over that church above forty years. 

The fir ft thine; he did in this {ration was to regulate the fm»- 
ing of all the canonical hours of the divine office, which he 
caufecJ to be there performed publickly, not only on Sundays, 
Saturdays, and folemn feftivals, as had been the cuflom at Aries, 
but every day, as was done in other neighbouring churches, 
He induced the laity, that were not hindered, to attend con- 
flan tlv the canonical hours. The office was fun£ in the Latin 
tongue; but fome fung it in the Greek (i), who were doubt- 
lefs the foreigners that came from the Eaft to Marfcilles and 
likewife many inhabitants on that coaft, who retained that lan- 
guage ; for Mai feilles was originally a Greek colony. He ttrc- 
nuoufly exhorted all perfons never to fail, except in cafes of the 
greater! neccflity, to affift at all the hours of the divine office, 
chat are fung in the day, and in J cnt alio, at thofc of the 
night (2). He was very careful to inflnicl his flock in all the 
conditions of devout prayer, and to teach them to cry to God 
with the carncit defires of the heart, not with their lips only, 
which can be no prayer, but only mockery, and an infult of- 
fered to God ; prayer being defined the railing of the heart to 
God. cc A man," faid lie, ci worihips that object on vvhkh 
ct his mind is intent dining prayer. Whoever in his prayus 
4C chinks of the public!; place of rcfort, or of the houl'c he is 
cc buiMin:;, nuoics that p.:!i'.-r than God (3)" I J1 order t ;1 
devote htmleli the nu;ie ah'iJuoufiy to prayer, reading ami 
preaching, he Icii to ficward:, and deacons the care oi his tem- 
poralities. Knowing thai the church puts the poor under the 
special protection of the bif.iops, he confecrated to them almoit 
his whole revenue* and built many hofpitals. He pl eached on all 
Sundays and holydays 3 and often on other day*, both moim]:! 1 ; 

a 1 id 

(1) Append. Re^ul. S. C;uf:irn\ ( 2 ) S. Crcfnr. Scan* H ? ■ 

11. #c Senn 300. (;) Scjwi. 2?.).. in Apn. Myfc bee fdio 
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end evening. If he was hindered, he ordered the pricfls or 
deacons to read to the people fome homilies of the fathers ; and 
lie would have fome fuch homily always read alter Matt ins and 
Vefpers, that the people might never depart from the church 
without the benefit of fome inftruclion (4). He taught the 
faithful to dread 9 above all other terrible judgments that God 
ever inflicts on fouls in his anger, a fpirituai famine of his di- 
vine word. He was an enemy to ftudied difcourfes. His ftyle 
is plain, natural, and pleahng. Many of his fermons have 
femetinies been afcribed to St. Ambrofe, and efpecially to St. 
Auftin. The Benedicline editors of the works of this Iatter 9 
in an appendix to his fermons, have publifhed one hun- 
dred and two fermons of St. Csefarius (a). By thefe it ap- 
pears that he ufed to defcend very much to particulars, which 
is moft ufeful in preaching: and he fpoke chiefly againft thofe 
vices which prevailed moir, efpecially againft a delay of repent- 
ance, the moft ordinary llratagem by which the devil betrays 
fouls into eternal perdition. He ffrongly inculcated the fear of 
the pains of purgatory for venial fins, and the neceflity of effa- 
cing them by daily penance (5). His ordinary exhortations 
regard prayer, failing, alms, the paidon of injuries, chaftity, 
and the practice of ali manner of good works, efpecially in 
Lent, on the Rogation- days, and in other fuch times of devo- 
tion. St. Caefarius built a nunnery ar. Aries, and a /lifted in 
working with his own hands. The church was very large, and 
divided into three parts : that in the middle the faint dedicated 
to the Blefled Virgin; the other two to St. John Evangeliit, 
and St. Martin. This mo na fiery was at firit called St. John's, 
but afterward took the name of St. Ciefarius, who committed 
the government of it to his fitter Cirlaria, /lie having; been edu- 
cated, and having taken the veil in a nunnery at Mai fedle-;, 
probably that founded by Caifian. St. Cjeiaiius drew tip an excel- 
lent rule for thefe religious women, whn h is iliJl extant. They 
made their own clothes, and were general ly employed in woik- 
iiiLT wool. They had a daily fafk U't thern ; and were allowed to 
embroider, and to wa/b and mend clothes for pcrnm-* that Jived 
out of the convent. Tile (ornaments of their church were only 

s f 4 vi 
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tlmfe only twenty thici: are tin: 
com pn fed in the Appendix to 
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of woollen or Vinnen cloth, and plain, without embroidery or 
flowers. Some of" thefc nuns employed vhemfelves in tranferib- 
ini^ holy books in a beautiful character (6). They ail read 
two hours every dav ; arid one of them read to the reft, during 
purl of the time they were at work. Thi- monallcrv, for 
the lake of uniformity, afterwards exchanged this rule for that 
of St. Bennet. We have likewife a fhorter rule for monks, 
which St. Crefarius gave to Teredus, whom he appointed ab- 
bot: of a monaftery near Aries. Some of his letters relating to 
mon.,Uick duties have reached us, with his teftament, in which 
he leaves his patrimony to his filler's monaiiery. St. Crcfaiius 
prefided in the council of Agde in 506, where fever al decrees 
Were framed for the reformation of manners : alfo in the fecond 
council of Oianfe, in cr?.q, the canons or which lie drew up. 
In them was condemned the herefy of the Semi pelagians, who 
affirmed, that the hrfl dclire or bea inning of faith and «ood 
works is from the creature. 'i "his council pronounces an ana- 
thema ap-j'mft thofe v. ho blafphemoullv affum, that God « ■ rc - 
dedioates any man to damnation : on the other liJe, it declares 
that, according to die cathoJick faith, God infpircs into our 
folds, by his grac~, the bo. in ni :ig of his faith and love, or the 
firft defire or good difpofuion of the foul (owaids ir, and thai 
he is the author of our converfum. This, and other like pointy, 
are confirmed by pjfiages of the holy fciipturcs and fathen, 
chiefly St. Aufiin, which eftablifh the neceffity of grace to 
all our good thoughts and aciions which conduce to eternal life. 
St. Cscfarius fent the doc iocs of this council to Rome, to Iv 
confirmed by pope Felix IV. and from that time the Scmipcla- 
cjans were ranked by the whole church amon^ hereticks. 

Sr. Cxfaiius had his (luue in the oubhek calamities or the* 
in which he lived. The eity of A lies was at thai time fuhju.:. 
to Alarick, king of the Vilignths, who was mallei ai thcgh'.il- 
ctl part of Spam, all Laoguedoe, and great part of Provuitv. 
ft was fungi: lied to this piir.ee, that the atchbifhop being bniii 
;i fubjeci. To the king of Imi gundy, he did all that lay in la. 
powci to bring the tcrr::or\ of Aiha; under his dominion, tl an 
which notb.i :i<. r c ould be .1 nunc notorious calumnv ; ioi lie 
nraved ni:.»ht and day on ins bended knees, that <J1 n.iliuji'. 
might enjoy peace, and the chie.s be /ice from tumults and in 
fuiicciions. However, Ahuick, without the leal! examination, 
haui/iicd him 10 Inmrdcaux. Joining his reiuiiuce in th. 1 
«ii!y 5 a fire happening one night to break out, the people uui 

in crowds to him, and befoiight him to put up his prayen. k>* 

*~* * tlv: 
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the extinction of the flames. The blefTed man proflrated him- 
fdf in prayer before the fire, which immediately fubfided : 
hereupon he was regarded as the faver of the city. Ala- 
rick having difcovered his innocence, recalled him from his 
exile, and condemned his accufer to be ffoned ; but pardoned 
him at the earneft intercetfion of thefaint. At his mum 
to Aries, all the people went to meet him, failing; pfalms, and 
holding wax tapers in their hands : and they thought they were 
indebted to his prayers for plentiful (Lowers of rain that full at 
that time, after a long drought. Clovis, king of the Franks, 
in conjunction with trie Burgundians, defeated and flow Atha- 
brick in Poitou, in the year 507, the twenty- third of his rci^n. 
Hi» voung fori Amalarick fled into Spain, was proclaimed king 
nf the Vifigoths, ami was powerfully protected by T neodoriek, 
l.ing of the Oflrog'>ths in ftalv, whofe grand Inn that prince was 
1"/ a daughter. The French and Hur^undians laid fiesve to 
Aries in coS ; during which the Goths threw St. Ciefarius into 
trifon, upon fufpicion th-t he had attempted to deliver up the 
t it v to the beiicgers : but he was cleared, and fee at liberty. 
The fiege was railed, and a great number of prifoncrs were 
hiMiight into the city, and the chinches were filled with them. 
St. L'adarius was moved exceedingly at their condition ; for they 
were in want both of clothes and victuals. He furnifhed them 
v.ith both, and employed in relieving them the whole treafury 
of his church. He ft ripped the pillars and rails oi the iifver 
with which they were adorned, and melted down and gave away 
the very cenfers, chalices, and patens, faying. 6t Our lord cc- 
11 lebrared hi^ la ft fupper in mean earthen dilhcs, not in plate: 
<; and we need not fcruple to part with his vcffels for die ran- 
" {bin of thofe whom he has redeemed with his own life. I 
u would fain know if thofe who confine what we do, would 
** not be ir'ad to he ranloincd themfelves in the like manner, 
" v/ere the fame misfortune 'o befall them." St. C.efiirius took 
l?ie utmofi care of the fick, whom he provided with a very fpa- 
umis houV, where they nm\ht hear, at their cafe, (he divine 
t'iiire- pei formed, and where they were carefully attended, f 1k- 
y ni h.ul ever a very eafy accefs to him, and Ik' *_ r ave a (ha ! chaise 
t » the fei van! who waited on him,al wa\ s to ice whethei (lieu* was 
not ionie poor pi 1 Ion at the doo? , who was a (rani oj coming in. 

AJ it* 1 the death oi the Ling of the V ih<>oi lis, Theodmufc the 
wii'mpoth kinf r oi I(a!v,feized upon thofe dominions in Lanmie- 
Spain, though they foon after chofe a:\ain a piinee of their 
''Wn. 'Mie excedive charity of St. Cn-faiius lo wauls tho pi i- 
f;:a*]s difpleafed kin.'- I heoilorick, who oidered him in he ap- 

j-' Jiciuledj and biou^hi under a llrong jjuaid to Kavennn. 

When 
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Thcodorick feeing his venerable afpc& and intrepid uir, ioie 
up, took from his head the ornament with which it was covered, 
and returned his falute in a very obliging manner. ^ Alter 
many kind fpeeches, when St. Crefarius was gone out, Theo- 
dorick faid to thofe about him : " May God punifii thofe who 
have been the occaficm of fo holy a man's undertaking fo 

- long a journey without catife. I trembled when he came 
* c in ; he has the countenance of an angel. I can harbnur no 
cc thoughts to the prejudice of fuch a per fon." He fent him to 
his houfe a filver bafon of fixty pounds weight, with thue hun- 
dred pieces of gold, and ordered the bearer to fay to him : " '1 

kino;, your fon, holv bifhop, intrcats you to, accept this prefent, 

- and^to make ufe of the bafon for his fake." St. Ca*fariu.', wl.o 
never ufed plate a« h\ . table, except a few fi'ver fpoon,% fold the 
bafon pub.ickly, and ranforncd fev^ra! captives with the rnoiici . 
When the king was told this, and ri r » that the bifliop's duo- 
was (o much- crowded with poor people, that a was iiispoffible 
to get near it, he expatiated fo much upon this J:.n ':y, that the 
Senators, and the reft of the quality, flrovc who incV: ! heflow 
the mo ft bountiful alms, to be diftributcd by the banc;, of bt. 
Csefarius. They even faid publickly, that God had been very 
eracious to them, in giving them the fight of fo apofrohcJ a 
man. By thefe liberalities the man of God was enabled 10 de- 
liver all thofe that had been taken prifoncrs on the other ilJe of 
the Durance. He alfo furnifhed them with carriages and mo- 
ney to carry them back to their refpeclive homes. At Ravenna 
be reftored to health, by his prayers, the fon of a certain widow, 
who with many tears, more expreflive of her gratitude than 
words could be, befought him to take her fon into his Icrvuv, 
and cany him along with him into Gaul. From Ravenna St. 
Crrfarius went to Rome, where pope Symmachus, thcc!er«v, 
nnbilitv, and people, very much dcfired to fee him. The poj.c 
•rave him the ivallium, and confirmed in his favour the pnu- 

of tht: church of Aries, appointed him vicar oi the apoii- 

ink f c and nrcLiiiiccl thai he fliould fupei intend nil Ichiiii.- 
,- t | -tV/M s in ( -an! and Spain. Thefe things were tranf.u iuh:i 
the veil q t v. In the fame year, this pope pubhfncd certain 
drcietaU u/removc fevera! abufca in Gaul. Hy one oi th ' 



he forbad the alienation of church lands, unlcfs ihcy wereg'./en 
V, <.i-r'M ineu, i'nr ih< ir fci vices, 01 to iupply then warns, on.r 
it.i the t«uii of their lives (7). This h. thought lo Ik :ht *U| 
Hn ot cccleiiaiiical benefits. I'oi anciently the bdbi>|>s to 
tiic admiuiitiation of the whole revenue ol their churches, ^ 

low 



(7) Symniach. ep. 5. l 1 - 1 -'J^- 
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lowing a part for the maintenance of their clergy. St. Caefa- 
rius returned to Aries in 514, and continued to edify and in- 
ftru£t his flock many years longer. In the feventy-fecond year 
of his age, being broken with infirmities, and finding himfelf 
near death, he afked how Jong it was to the feftivai of St. Au- 
ftin, faying: " I hope I fhall die about that time; you know 
" how much I always loved his truly catholick doctrine." 1 He 
eaufed himfelf to be carried in a chair to the monaftery of his 
nuns, whom he endeavoured to prepare and comfort for the af- 
fliction which he knew his death would give them : but what- 
ever he could fay, rather fecmed to augment their affliction.. 
He made them a moving exhortation. 1'hey were above two 
hundred in number, and their fuperiour was called Csefaria, 
and had fuccceded his filler of the fame name. Having given 
them his blefling, he returned to the metropolitan church, arid 
died in the prefence of feveral holy bifhops and priefls, on the 
eve of the feafl of St. Aufiin, in 542. His relicks healed a great 
number of fick people, and he wrought feveral like miracles 
whilft he was living, as the authors of his life terrify. 

St. Caefarius teaches us, that a mortified penitential life, and 
the utmoft purity and fanctity of manners, are difpofitions 
which very much fit our fouls for prayer. We ought to prefent 
our hearts before God, crucified to thcmfelves and the world j 
purified from all vicious and earthly affections, glowing only 
with thofe of divine love, praife, humility, confidence, and all 
other virtues, that we ourfelves, and our homages, may be 
fuch facrifices as may worthily glorify his holy name, and 
be accepted by him, being offered with, and through the 
infinite merits of Chrift's /acred pa/lion. St. Crefarius was 
a great lover of publick prayer. Both to fupply our own 
imperfections in this great duty of praifing God, and out of 
zluI that He be more perfect ]y glorified by the chorus of his 
whole creation, we muff invite all the heavenly fpirits to join 
11s with their whole firength, and the utmolr. ardour of their 
love; and rtiu'ft prefent to God with our hearts all their pure and 
burning afreet ions of adoration, praife and charity : the hearts 
likcwiie of all his i\\'\th\\\\ fervants on earth, begging that by his 
{.'nice he would perfectly purify them all, and make them wor- 
thy to offer him a pure homage. We mult piclent him alfb 
wiih our own, the hearts of all mankind, earnelLJy intreat- 
i»g him, that for the fake of his infinite goodnels <u d mercy* 
he would enlighten and fanctify tliem all ; bring all infidels t<> 
i'ttiw him, their gieat Beginning and lufl Kiul, and make all 
Wind linners experience the joy, delight, peace, and happinefs 

the rei^n of his holy love* 

Oh 
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On the fame DAY 

St. Poem en, or Pastor, Abbot. This great light among the an- 
cient fathers of the deicrt, forfook the world about the year 3-5, 
and retired into the great wildcrnefs of Scete in Egypt. He often 
paflcd feveral day?, tome-times a whole week, without eating, but 
it was his conflant advice to others, that their fails fliould be mode- 
rate, but conflant, and that they fhould take fame nourifmr.ciit 
every day. It was a maxim with him, that no monk ought ever to 
tnile wine, or to leek any luperfluous gratification of the fenki • 
«« for, faid he, fenfuahty expels compunction and the holy fear of 
** God from the heart, as fmoke drives away bees : its ilench cxilin- 
iC guiflics that grace, and deprives a foul of the fenfble comfort.- a«-d 
*< prefence of the Holy GhohV 7 in hib youth he viiked afiiuuo.,iIy 
the ancients, and received great proiic fom their experience and ' 
inllruclions . He much admired that IclTon of abbot Moles, chat: a 
fervant of God mult orelerve his heart always broken with holv for- 
row and compunction, and exceedingly humbled at the coidivicra. 
tion of his fins, which he mult always have before his eyes; but he 
muft never think of thofe of others, or judge any one, farther than 
charity or authority may oblige him. The barbarians lavaging 
Scete in 395, he and his brothers retired to Terenuthi, neat an 
old temple of idols, and lived there for feveral years. Anubis, the 
cldelt, and Pccmen, governed this little community by turns,, \\iui 
a conllant mutual deference to each other. Of the twelve hours of 
the night, they allotted four for work, four for fmging pfalnu to- 
gether, and four for taking their reft. In the day they woikcJ nil 
fext ; then read till none, or three in the afternoon : after ihi.'-, th.y 
gathered a few herbs for their refection. St. Pccmen feared the 1 •: .ill 
occafion that could interrupt his folitude, or make the diiiractiuns 
of the world break in upon him. Whilll he lived in Lower E^ypt, 
his mother came to fee him. But he, without opening his iloui, 1 
faid to her: 4fi Mad you rather fee me at prefent for a moment, or 
tx enjoy my company lor ever in the world to come ? You will him: 
" that happinels, il you now cm b your defirc." Hearing tin:', (U 
v/cnt away with joy, faying : '* To make the happinels nt kein 
uk yon in heaven the mrm: jure, 1 willingly forr«o the plcaiiue <> 
*' Iccme you on ea«-th." Piemen uled the like level uv lowank tk' 
yoveinour of the province, who never vva.s able lo draw him out m 
hr. dele it to pay him ;l vific. 'I he (aim went back into Scete, ho" • 
was a'/. tin banillud ihc.-n*-- \v "uh St Ailenim., bv a fieih inctu linn 0! 
th.e b.ubarians, in 4 •/». 'luni"^ 1 he leinaih.dde ktyim'.i "1 t,lli 1 
holy •'■Illicit , it 1 • related , that u hen one who had iomii:iii< «l .» t-u it, 
t/>l'l hini lie would do pe*>aucc lor it liiree jea.s ; the laiui liuiihm ; 
tjf his peilevuience with feivour lu kni^, atlviied him to coniuu' i.:> 
jvenance to three days, but to be very fervent in it Another .uldn-l- 
Jim* hiinh.lf to him under an ohliinate temptation, St. I '< i-iiro n h«*l 

)iim quit the place vvheie he lived, and go a'„ lar fiom ii he e* •oKi 



Aug. 27. St. H U G H, M. 66} 

walk in three days and three nights; and to faft till evening every 
day for a year. A monk who was grievoufly molefted .with thoughts 
of blafphemy, often went to him, but for a long time had not the 
courage: to difclofe to him the inward trouble of his mind. The 
faint perceiving his difficulty, encouraged him to lay open his per- 
plexity. The brother had no fooner done it, but he found himfelf 

at eafe. The faint mildly comforted him, and bad him confidently 
fay to the devil, whenever he fuggelled any abominable thought : 
" May thy blafphemy fall on thee : it is not mine, for my heart de- 
6i tells it." A perfon came out of Syria to confult him by what reme- 
dies a fpiritual drynei's and hardnels of heart is belt overcome. The 
faint anfwered : " Hy perfeverance in fervent prayer. Water is foft, 
" and tfone hard ; yet, drops of water often railing upon it, wear ic 
" hollow : fo by the divine word often falling upon our heart, 
" though it were of adamant, k mull at length yield to the impref- 
" lion." The practice of penance and ailiduous prayer have a 
wonderful efficacy in dilTolving the hard eft and drycll hearts into 
compunction; and an humble regret for the want of compunction 
cannot fail to obtain it, or at leait to procure all its advantages- 
St. i cemen ufed ftrongly to exhort the faithful to the molt frequent 
devout communion, and to a continual vehement thirit after that 
divine table, as the flag panes after the cool fpring. <k Some aver, 1 * 
faid he, ct that ftacrs feel a moft violent inward heat and thirft, be- 
" caufe in the deferts they devour ferpents, and their bowels arc 
" parched with their poifon. 'I'hus fouls, in the wildernefs of this 
" world, always fuck in fomething of its poifon, and malt languifh 
11 perpetually to approach the body and blood of Jems Chrift, which 
" powerfully fortifies them againit, and expels all fuch venom.** 
This holy abbot gave the following rule to his difciplcs : <£ Never 
" feck to do your own will, but rather rejoice to overcome it, and 
i: humble yourfelves by doing the will of others. Thofe who love 
" to do their own will, want no devil to tempt them, being their 
" own worft tempters. " He faid: "Evil cannot be call out by 
" evil ; wherefore if any one doth evil to you, do good to him, that 
" you may overcome his evil by your good." He alio laid : " He 
" that is quarrelfom, or is apt to murmur and complain, can be no 
,{ monk : he that renders evil for evil can be no monk ; he that it, 
" pallionate can be no monk. 1 ' Ic was another faying of this holy 
rbbot, that, " Nothing gives fo much plcafure to the enemy, a« 
" when a perfon will not difcover his temptations to his hipcriour 

or director. 1 ' St. Pcemen died about the year 451, and is com - 
niemorated on this day in the Roman mat tyrology, and in the IVIe* 
ium of the Greeks, who in ihcir gieat ohice ilile him, '* The Lamp 
" of the univerfc, and the /'attem of monks." — See the hillories ui 
f'ie leathers of the defert, publilhed by Rofweiile, IV Andilly, and 
Intel ier ; and the col lection of the JjolLmdifl 1, T 6 Augulli, p. 75. 

of. lluon of Lincoln, IV1. lie was aChitllian child eleven yc-jru 
okl, who was fpit upon and fconrged ; had his nofe and upper lip 
Cl1 '. o|J* and foaie of hi:. upper teeth broke out; and was at length 

^uiCificd, and piciccd in the iide with a fpear, by one Joppin, and 
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certain other Jews in that city, out of hatred to Chrifr, on Friday 
the twenty-feventh of Auguft, 1 255. By an order of king Henry ill. 
and his parliament aflembled at Reading, Joppin, who confefTed 
the whole crime, and the red of the murderers, were condemned to 
be tied by the heels to young horfes, and dragged to death, and 
afterward hung on gibbets. — See Matthew Paris, p. 912, and the 
Annals of the monaitery of Burton in StafFordflure, printed at Ox- 
ford, 2684, 



AUGUST 28. 

St. A U G U S T I N E, B. C. nnd 

Do&or of the Church. 



From bis works , and from his life written by St. Poffldlus^ his 
cllfclple^ bijhop of Calama. See the hljlory of bis life diligently 
compiled byjTillemont T. 13.. See alfo Ceillier T. 11, 12, 
Crfi.T. 8, 9, 10,11,12: The", life of St. Aujiin^ compiled in 
Latin by F\ Lancelot and that In Englifh by the learned and pious 
Mr. Abraham TVoodhcad^ fellow of Univerjity College, Oxen, 
who embraced the catholic^ faith about the year 1666, and dud 
in devout retirement at Hoxton y near London^ in 1678. 

A. D. 430. 

SO great is the veneration which popes, councils and the 
whole church have paid to the memory of this glorious 
faint through every fuccecding age fincc his time, that to load 
our hiftory with a lift of his illuftrious panegyrifts would be a 
fuperfluous labour; and barely to copy the fober praifes, which 
the moft judicious Chriftian criticks have bellowed on his ex- 
traordinary learning and faii<Slity, would be like carrying water 
to the fea. For the name of the great St. AuUin is alone tiie 
bio heft clogium and pancgyrick, raifes in all pcrfons the molt 
exalted i<U:a, and commands the molt profound refpccl. Tins 
perfc<Vi iiK.d- l of true penitents, this ti iumphing champion ot 
our holy fmh, and confounder of hotefies, this bright light and 
moll glorien 1 . doctor of the church of (Jhrifl, was boin 011 

the j 31 hoi' November, in the year 354, al T^allc, a fnw!i 

luvva 
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town of Numidia in Africa, not far from Hippo, but at feme 



diftance from the fca which the faint had never fecn tiJI he was 
grown up. His parents were of good condition, yet not very 
r jch : his father Patricias was an idolater, and of a hafty cho- 
jerick difpofition ; but by the holy example and prudent con- 
duct of St. Monica his wife, he at length learned the humility 
and meeknefs of the Chririian religion, and was baptized a Utile 
before his death. She bore him feveral children : St. Auftin 
(beaks of his brother Navjgius who left a family behind him, 
and of a lifter who died an abbefs. Our faint had the mtf- 
fortune to fall, in his youth, like the prodigal fori, into the? 
molt frightful gulph of vice and fpiritual miferies, of which; 
liimfelf has drawn a lively portraiture in the fir It books of his 
Confeflions, both for Ij is own greater humiliation, and to de- 
plore his blindnefs and ingratitude towards God, to fet forth 
the infinite riches of the divine mercy, and to propofe the 
example of his own fall as a warning to others. If we purfue 
him in his youth through all thofe mazes in which he wandered 
and bewildered liimfelf fo long, it is only that we may learn 
to di (cover and fhun the Ihzrcs and dangers with which vvc arc 
encompafied, and cleave more clofcly to God. St. Aurtin be- 
gins his ConfefGons by adoring the unchangeable and incompre- 
henfible rnajefty of God, and by prailing his infinite mercy 
which, in a wonderful manner, brought him into this dying 
life (mall I call it, fays he) or living death, into which her 
himfelf knew not how or whence he came. The fains 
thanks Him who gave him this being, formed his body, fur- 
nilhcd it with feni'cs^ and beauti/ied it with a comely form, 
and who bellowed on him a mind or foul ; from his birth pro- 
vided him food, and conffcantly attended him with the com- 
forts of his mercy, commanding him to praile his adorable* 
majefty for all thefe things, to confefs to Him, and ling to 
His holy name, who is the Mo/l High(l), 'J he faint cries 
oat to God (2) : <mL .Let thy mercy fu fie r me to (peak: what 
" am I to Thee, that Thou fhouhllt command me to love* 
" thee, and fhonhllt be angry with me, and threaten me with 
u great miferies if I love Thee not ? is it then a final 1 mi/lay 
" not to love Thee r " lie conki'les with rcirrct that he bezant 
to oilend hU gracious Gm! even in that a;\e which is falfely 
tailed innocent, which we.; p;i!]cd away without leaving any 
traces in his memory, and whi< h was with icif.cuU - to the dark- 
"efs of his oblivion of it, much hl:e i<» fh.n which he palled ira 
mother's womb. Jj^. .'uk-d mmfelf thus from vvh.it lie 

oUci vcJ 
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obforvcd in other children ; for he perceived that little ones 
are e.ifily poiTefTed with jealoufy, anger, and revenge, which 
they fometimes exprefs by their pale and envious looks; and 
they require with tears what would be hurtful if granted, and 
they rage and fwcll againff, their betters and thofe that owe them 
no fubjecTion, and would have them to comply with their 
will, and to obey them even in things that are hurtful : they 
alfo fuck in very early fentiments of vanity and pride. He la- 
ments that cuftom filould make it appear againfl reafon for 
children in this tender age to fufFer correction for what ccrtaiuly 
deferves reprehenfion, and what is ftrengthened by being flat- 
tered, and :ecomcs fmful upon the fir ft dawning of the ufc of 
reafon : whereas there is no age which is not docile, and ca- 
pable of ft .me degree of coircction by the fenfes, wheiebv 
the full feces of the paflions may be crufhed (3). He deplores 
that when he had learned to fpeak, and launched farther our 
into the tempeiiuous fociety of human life, though as vet 
wholly depending on the authority of his parents, and the 
beck of elders, he multiplied his iins and miferies. By the 
care of his pious mother he was inlriudfced in the Chriftian 
religion, and taught to pray (4). Pie was made a Catechumen 
bv beinu; marked with the iiu-n of the crofs. and bv bldll'd 
fait being put in his mouth : and whilft he went to fchocl :;i 
in his own town, falling dangcroufly ill, he defircd baptifm, 
and his mother got every thing ready for it ; but he on a hidden 
grew better, and it was deferred (4). This was done for fear 
left he fhould afterwards ftain the grace of that facramcnt, 
confidering the great billows of temptations that were like to 
be let him after his childhood. This cuftom of deferring bap- 
tifni, for fear of finning under the weight and obligations of 
that facrament, St. Auiiin moff, juftiy condemns ; but then 
the want of a fenfe of the fanc'tity of that fact anient, and the 
frequent perfidioufnefs and facrileges of Chriliians in deiiiiru 
it, by relapfmg into iin, is an abufe which in thefe latter jko 
calls for our tears, and for all our y.eal. The chinch h,:* 
long fince forbid the baptifm of infants ever to be delened; 
but it is one of the principal duties ol pallors to inftniel tin' 
iaithtul in the rigorous obligations which that facrament 1^', 
them under, and to teach them highly to value and to watcii 
carefully to prclcrvc the grace which thev received by it. 

i J at j ic i us, who was a woildly man, and continued liill 
idolater, pL vu > ved that his (on Auftin hni an exceil tit f» oniie , 

and a wumki.ul difpoliiiou ior learnin 1 :, and with a view w 

1 «- j 



"3 



( ) fl) . e 1 1 « 



Aug. 28. Sc. AUGUSTINE, C. 6-/i 

his future preferment, fpared nothing to breeJ him up a 
fcholar. Here the faint thanks God, that though the perfons 
who prcfled him to learn, had no other end in view than 
to fatisfy a defire of penurious riches^ and ignominious ^kry ; 
yet divine providence made a good ufe of their crrour, :\nd 
forced him to learn for his great profit and manifold advan- 
tage (5). But herein he accufes him/L-If that he finned, often 
ftudying only by conflraint, difobcying the commands of his 
parents and matters* not writing, reading or minding his 
lelfons fo much as was required of him ; and this lie did not for 
want of wit or memory, hut out of the love of play. Hj 
dreaded correction, and prayed to God when a litt'e one, with 
great earneftnefs, that he might efcape punh'Iimcnt at (choid, 
regarding it as his great and grievous evil ; lor which dread he 
was derided by his mailers and parents. Thiv.s^h the a^e of 
children is frequently indocil to feverc difcipMnc U:), and 
(lands in need of reftraint ; yet it is generally belter governed 
by generous motives of virtue, and a filial awe than by too 
much fervile fear: and ot, Auttin feems to complain of au- 
flerc pedagogues who multiply to youth that labour and 
furrow, through which the (bus of Adam aic all ohli.-ed to 
pafs : whereas their tafks mirrht often be made in fome decree 
agreeable, and fcholars miyhi: be induced to love them upon 
principles of duty and virtue : for cc No one," favs the faint, 
" doth well what he doth a<r.untt his will." Me takes notice 
of the miferies of the depraved human condition ; for thefe 
levere matters were guilty themfelves, in their ambitious pro- 
j'jets and idle amufements and plcafur-s, of greater follies than 
thjy chaftifed in the children ; on!v ci the tovs of men arc 
4t called bufinefs (//)." It was a more fatal Libm'e that thefe ma- 
f':rs by their own painous taught child: en, whole obferva'don no- 
tiling efcapes, to authorize ih"infelve-, in lvbits of ap^r, 
envy, vanity, pride, and the like vice\ : for the p-. d.)"Oguc 
who chaftifed his fchoiar for a icf; fault, in the inj.ui while., 
ii overcome in fome petty difpuie by a i- Il.-w teach*.'/, wa-s 
riinre racked with envy and clufer than the boy ever w.e, when 
O'tUlone by a playfellow at hall;/). Tim, hov.\:v( r, e\,a;!e'; 
not the faults of the fchol.u-. St. Aincin huni'uv' ;v Lii"\v- 
k b'es that ho at that age fell alf> into v.uiity, pJeafmg- hiiniel; 
V- iili the pride of furpainnf bio c«anpa:iioUi. at \'A*iy, and loving 

Vol. III. 4 T l' " fo 

(5; lb. c. 13. (6) lb. r. i», in, (7) lb. c. 'j. 
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to have his ears fcratched with vain praifes, that they might 
itch the more. A worfe curiafity drew him to the dangerous 
entertainments of thofe that were older, publick (hows, plays 
and other diverfions of the theatre. He declares that God 
juftly turns fin into its own chaftifement, its pleafure always 
leaving a fling, and filling the mind with gall and bitternefs. 
* c For thou haft ordained it, and fo it is," fays he, " that 
* c every inordinate affection fhbuld be to itfelf its own punifh- 
<c ment and torment (^). In his ftudies he liked Latin very 
well, having learned that fanguage from his nurfes, and others 
with whom he converfed. Whilft he was little he hated Greek, 
and the perplexing rules of the grammar of that tongue ; and 
for want or* understanding it fufHciently he could not then re- 
hfh the beauties of Homer : but the Latin poets became his 
early delight. Herein he laments that he filled his head with 
the wanderings of /Eneas, whilft he forgot his own wanderings, 
and he fried tears for the death of Dido, when he beheld 
himfclf with dry eyes perifhing from God, miferable wretch as 
he was ; cc for what can be more miferable," fays he, " than 
Ci one that is in mifery, yet hath no companion for himfelf? 
* c than one who wept for the death of Dido occafioned by her 
tc love for /Eneas, yet wept not for his own death, caufed by 
* c not loving Thee, O Lord (8)." Poefy, however, not only 
enlarged his knowledge of languages, and exceedingly opened 
the faculties of his mind, efpecially that of invention, the 
ground of a creating or original genius j but this ftudy alfo 
gave him a fublimity of thought and expreflion by its exalted 
eloquence, by which with elegance and decent propriety it 
raifes the mind above nature, which rhetorick clofely confines 
within its bounds. And to poetry lie was indebted for the art 
of employing in oratory frequent lively images and bold touches. 
The faint thanks God for many good endowments of his 
childhood (a), and for his progrcls in learning, all the fruits ol 
which he offers to God ; and begs that he may he enabled to 
reler than purely to his fervice, fo as never to fpeak, wiite, 
read, call accour.t, or make ufe of any other profitable thing 
that he had learned hut for the divine honour (10). He humbly 
ails pardon for the fins he had commuted by taking delight 
in his learning, and in the mifufe of his wit, being pleafed with 
appliiufe given to his exeicifes above thofe of many others of hi* 



(K) lb. c. 13. {()) 11). c. 20. (10) lb. c. 15. 

(. ) J rpsjl : , />dw//:r, ft i/u £/.', ut [(ma fua ftl-i fit omtiis inordinate 
t%ViVins. J b . c. 12. 
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age, which was mere fmoke and wind : his wit and tongue 
ought rather to have been employed in the praifes of God (n)« 
He complains that fome fcholars were more afhamcd and afraid 

of incurring the difgrace of men by a barbarifm or folecifm, 
than they were of offending God ; and that an oratour will 
fometimes declaim before a mortal judge with implacable hatred 
again ft his enemy, or detradt from his reputation, whilft he is 
extremely careful not to let flip any impropriety in his dif- 
courfe(i2). From fuch a pernicious example he learned to 
be more afraid of uttering a folecifm in difcourfc than of be- 
ing guilty of envy, or of deceiving liis tutour, matters or 
others by iyes for the fake of play (13), for which fins he griev- 
oufly laments : he alio deplores the fins of theft winch he com- 
mitted by ftealing little things out of his parents cellar or front 
their table, either to gratify his gluttony, or to give to his 
play-fellows. He confeflcs in particular that one night he and 
a company of wicked youths flole fome pears from a neigh- 
bour's tree near his father's garden, out of mere wantonne/s, 
and a luft of doing what they ought not to do \ for the iiolcn 
fruit was bad, and they only threw it to the hogs (14). In. 
this fin he laments the ilrange fcducHon of bad company, and 
of that friendfhip which is an enemy to the foul. Eecaufe 
fome among fuch companions fay : cc Let us go, let us do ir," 
every one is afhamed not to be fhamelefs (<r/). The moft 
fatal rock againft which Auftin fplit was the execrable vice 
of impurity, into which he fell in the fixteenth year of his 
age. He was led into this guJph by reading Jafcivious plays in 
Terence, by floth, by frequenting ftagc entertainments, and 
by bad company and example. 

Auftin went to fchool firli: in his own town : tlien his father 
fent him to Madaura, a neighbouring city, where he ftudied. 
grammar, poetry and ihctorick. When he was fix teen ycais 
old his father made him return to Ta«zafte, deiigning to fend 
him to iini/h his lfudics at Carthage : but before he executed 
this project-, he kept him a whole year at home. During this 
tune the young man flighting the good advice of his mothei, fed! 
into lewd company, being induced to it by idlenc/i;, and by 
the indulgence of his father who had not yet received bapJifm, 
and whole only ambition was lo make ihis fon a hliolar. 
Youth ought to be cuiiil.intly a pplicd i.> (ome lerious emjdoy- 
'nuit : a Ihort interval or idlenefs between coming h ui:i fchool 

T t j, and 

(n) lb. 0.15,17. (1-; ib. c. 18. (13) lb. e. ic. 

' 1 -i L*- z. e. 4, 5, 0> 8, 9. 
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and going to bufmefs often enervates ' the mind, takes off the 
ed<*e of its activity and love of application, and deftroys the 
advantage of good habits, and the fruit of whole years : and the 
disorder is often beyond recovery. Auflin during the interval 
of this year gave himfelf up to paftimes and diverfions, parti- 
cularly to fporting and catching of birds, in which he bore in- 
credible fatigues. In the mean time his paffions grew unruly, 
and his father took no care of his growing up in virtue, pro- 
vided he was eloquent. His mother indeed fecrctly admonifhed 
hirn with great folic it ude to keep himfelf free from vice ; 
* c which," fays the faint, cc feemed to me but the admo- 
cc nilions of a woman, which I was afhamed to obey : whereas 
cc they were thy admonitions, O God, and I knew it not.... 
* « c By her Thou didft fpeak to me, and I defpifed J hee in 
cc her (c). Yet I knew it not, and I ruined on with fo much 
ci blindnefs, that amongft my equals I was afhamed of being 
" lefs guilty than others when I heard them bragging of their 
cc flagitious actions; and I had a mind to do the like (15)-" 
Auftin went to Carthage towards the end of the year 370, in 
the beginning of the feventccnth year of his age. There he 
eafily held the foremoft place in the fchool of rhetorick, and 
applied himfelf to his fludies with fo much eagernefs and plea- 
iure, that it was with great difficulty that he was drawn from 
them. But his motives were vanity and ambition, and in his 
fludies he was pleafed with pride, and puffed up with felf- 
conceit; though he hated open arrogance, and abhorred the 
abuftve wits called Ever/ores, who made it their cruel diverfion 
xo imuk and impudently deride others, cfpccially Granger?, 
only to gratify a malicious mirth. Vincent the Rogatift, his ene- 
my, acknowledges (16) that he always loved decency and good 
manners even in his irregularities ; but this was no- more than 
a worldly and exteriour decency : for he plunged himfelf head- 
long into the filth of impurity. The world authorizes many 
criminal cccafions of vice, which by the fanclion of example 
pails among many for innocent. This reflection extorted from 
.Sc. Aui'rin after his convcrfion the following complaint (f) • 
ci Wo to ihce, O torrent of cullom among men ! Who will 
t; rciiir thec f who will Hop thy impetuous tide?" He was 

by tne force of example drawn into wicked company and dan- 
gerous 

(15) Cenf. i. 2. c. 3. (16) Apud. S. Aug cp. 4.S; 

(;) IWifr: 7::n:.:'\'< 7i}iJ--brcs<z*iJcbin'ur 9 qttibus cbter.vperare rrab'Jcersrt, 
ix/z f::.t'ti: t: i eta:^ % i\ f fv,i ntUkbam. S. Aug confeff. 1. 2. C- 3. 

{/; /> /•■, jhnKcit maris htwiur.il "Kits rtjijla fib: ? St. Aug. 
Cu;.f. 1. fi. c. 16. 
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gerous amufements, efpecially into a fondnels for tragedy and 
other ftage entertainments, which being full of the images of 
the moft infamous pafTions entertained that fire which had al- 
ready begun to devour him (g). His father Patricius died foon 
after he had been baptized, in 371 5 but AtifHn ftill continued 
his ftudies at Carthage. Among the works of Cicero which he 
read, in the nineteenth year of his age he fell upon one which 
is now loft, entitled Hortcnf.us^ which was an exhortation to 
philofophy. By it he was ftrongly affected, and was inflamed 
with a great defire and love of wifdom and filled with a con- 
tempt of riches and honours, and from that time laid afide all 
expectation of magiftracies and high worldly preferments. Be- 
ing only twenty years old, he heard tiie in afters fpeak with 
great boafting of Ariftotle's book, Of the Ten Categories or 
Predicaments : he therefore eagerly read it over by hinjfelf, and 
underftood it all without a mailer. But this book led him to 
place God in the Category of fubflance, and to reafon of him 
in a corporeal manner (17). He at length grew weary of read- 
ing Cicero's HorUnJius, and the books of the heathen plulofo- 
phers, becaufe Chrift was not mentioned in them, whofe name 
he had fucked in, as it were, with his mother's milk, and 
deeply retained. He defired therefore to read Lhe holy Icrip- 
tures : but was offended with tiie iimplicity of the ftyle ; and 
fvvelling with pride as if he was endued with a great genius, 
he could not relifh their humility, or penetrate their fpiistfiS). 
Soon after this he fell into the feet of the Manicin.cs (.6), in 
which he continued between eight and nine years from the; 

T t 3 nineteenth 



(17) S. Aug. Conf. 1. 4. c. 16. 

(^) He took a concubine, to 
whom he confirmed cor.Ir.ant; till 
beginning to think of his con- 
verfion to God he difmified her 
at Milan in 38 5, avid fent her 
back to Africa, where fhe made 
a vow of con tin en cy. He had by 
her a fon named Adeodatus who 
was baptized at the fame time 
with his father, and died about 
the eighteenth year of his age, 
a prodigy for his wit and ge» 
nius. 

(h) Under pretence of sp>lo- 
C'isdnnr for the fall of fo great a 

genius as St. A nil in into tins 



{ : Sj Cor.f. 1. 3. c. 4, 5. 

mo nitrons iierefy, Bayle, in Head 
of pre fun ting us with a critical 
inquiry into the hiilory of Ma- 
nicheifm, inch as the nature oi 
his work required, gives only 11 
crude and for vile a bl tract of the 
general hiftory of Manes from 
the Acts of Archelnus, and ta!:es 
every occafion, under the various 
a-ticles of ancient and modern 
Manichees, L\sulici:ms and the 
like, to adorn, improve and en- 
force with all the fubtilty of 
which he was matter, the argu- 
ments of thofe hereticks, agsinnt 

the my Aeries of oui faith on- 

cernins? 
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nineteenth to the twenty-eighth year of his age. 
cially that of impurity, ftrangely degrades, and 



Vice, efpe- 
infatuates the 

mind. 



cerning the origin of evil, £:c. 
This he doubtlefs did with the 
fame view of eftablifhing his uni- 
verfal fcepticifm, and of making 

the foundations of all religion, 
with which he unjuftly intuits the 
memory of David and fo many 
other prophets and holy men, 
and attacks with a flow of falfe 
rea Toning the my Series of the 
Trinity, Incarnation, &c. Nor 
is he lefs indubious under the 
article of this hercfy than under 
fo many other head* to collect a 
dunghill of filth and obfeenities 
to poifon the morals of men no 
lefs than their faith. 

Tillemont has unravelled the 
hiftory of Manichcifm with his 
ufual candour, and has given it 
methodical and clear: but his 
account is chiefly built on the 
authority of Archelaus: in which 
alfo Fleury, DuPin, Ceillierand 
other moderns agree. Arche- 
laus, bifhop of Cafcar in Mefo- 
potamia, is faid to have held a 
publick difputation with Manes 
in that city, in the year 277, in 
pretence Marcel lus, a noble- 
man of great probity and pru- 
dence, many other pcrfons of 
diilinelion, and a great crowd 
of people Marcellus ft ems to 
have been the Roman rjovernour 
of Mefoporamia under -Virclian, 
called by '/ofmv.is, Mareellinns. 
3 fe and tin- other judges are faid 
to have pronounced fentencc in 
f i voui of Archelaus. A fccorul 
d "dp lit at ion is related to have 
been Ik Id between ihnn at the 
rattle of Diodorides . Tillciunut 
rrmaiks curt ni 11 cireu inflauee?; 

here related to be incredible 



{note 4. fur les Manich. p. 779.)- 
The liiilory of this conference 
was not writ by Archelaus, as 
many mi flake ; for Photius 
proves (Cod. S5.) from Hera- 
clian, bifliop of Chalcedon, who 
wrote twenty books againfl the 
Manichees, that Hegemonius 
was not the Greek tranilator, as 
St. Jerom imagined, but the au- 
thor of this hiltory. Jofeph Af- 
femani has proved this point 

(Bibl. Orient. T. 1. p. $55. ) 
and obferves that this Hegemo- 
nius lived fome time after Arche- 
laus, and that he fcems to have 
retrenched many things which 
had been fpoke at the confe- 
rence, and added others (App. 
ad T. 1. Bibl. Orient, p. 4^.). 
'[ his circumllnnce renders the 
credit of the acts of the confe- 
rence under the name of Arche- 
laus precarious and uncertain, as 
in fome points they are abfo- 
lutely indefenfible. 'Tillemont 
Fleury and Natalis Alexander 
borrow from them the accounts 
they have given of many things 
relating to Manes and his doc- 
trine : for which rcafon thcirhillo- 
ries ft- em in this pait delec- 
tive. Haac de beaufobre, a na- 
tive of Foitou, who having He- 
died at Saumur, and been eight 
years chaplain to the piinccb or 
Anhak- l)<. flau, became pallor uf 
the French Refugees at (Jerlin in 
169/, and died there in i*/y'i 
has pub!i(hed an elaboiate woik 

entitled, H-fl«:>-r de l\inniJ'S? it "■•/ 

Mnnuhc 'l»n\ in wliivdi h" pre- 
tends the wk'V- of 1 hi;, conference 
were a fiction either ol \ iegcnio- 

idus or ionic o:hcr ftom whom 
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jmind, creates an utter diftafte and loathing of fpiritual things, 

and renders the foul incapable of raifing her thoughts and af- 

T t 4 feclions 

he Had them ; but allows the treated by him with more de- 
letter of Manes to Marcellus in- cency, and if his warmth had 
ferted in them, and copied by not betrayed him into mifrepre- 
Fleury (1. 8. n. io.) to be ori- fentations and flanders where he 
ginal and genuine. He might could and ought to have been 
have faid the fame of the de- better informed, efpecialJy 1. 9. 
fcription of the perfon and c. 4, c, g. T. 2. He miflak.es 
drefs of Manes, and fome other the catholick notion of apollo- 
particulars ; from which we can- lical tradition belonging to faith 
not doubt, that Hegemonius had (p. 2. T. 1.) which regards only 
before him fome good Syriack revealed truths : in points of 
memoirs concerning Manes, tho 1 hiftorical facls, Tillemont could 
great part of this work deferves never fear (baking the founda- 
no regard. (See Beauf. 1. 1 . c. 1 2.) tions of his church, whatever 
Wherefore to clear this hiftory miilakes in them he could have 
of uncertain or fictitious circum- pointed out in the writings of the 
fiances little ftrefs is here laid on fathers; and his finceruy mull 
the Afts of Archelaus, as they convince us that he was never 
are called. This conference was backward in doing it, when he 
unknown to Eufebius, St. E- difcovered them. That no crea- 
phrem, and all the ancient Sy- tion, properly fo called, of the 
riack writers whofe works came world or matter can be proved 

to the knowledge of D'Herbeloc from holy fcriptures is a falihood 

and Jof. AiTemani. Copies of equally rafli and unheard of be- 

thefe Acls were common in the fore this author. This laboured 

Eafl in the time of St. Jerom, aflertion of Bcaufobre (1. ch. 
and a little before him St. Phi- 3, 4, and T, 2. p. 182, &c.) 

laftrius had read them ; St. Cyril is invincibly confuted by Lhe au- 

of Jerufalem cited them, and St. thor of the late book entitled, 

Epiphanius had fome knowledge Ln Religion rem It c etublm lur /us 

of them. The authority of the p iucipes de lu <vraye philoj-.-p'ii? , £3* 

Greek fathers with regard to fur la divinile dts eentiwts: On 

Manes is too much flighted by Differtntt- ->;s Pkilfjjibtqnrs, 7 £/■••- 

Ucaufobre. Much lefs will this iogiqun & Critiques coutn /<■< Li- 

author pcrfuade us that the in- credits. Dill" *\. Paris, 175-6. 

(jiiifitive St. Aullin, who lived This author has, however, ddi- 

eighc years a Hearer among the gently compiled the hiflory of 

lVlanichees, never underilood iVlanes fiom the Syriack, I V-i ilan 

their errnurs, and ufually charges and Arabian writer:!. The lame h; 

them with confequences of his jnven us alio at length, fiom thole 

own. The curious inquiries of iources, by Molhemius, the ce- 

this critick, who is to be read lebrated chancellor of the uni- 

with great caution, would have verlity of t lot tinmen, in Csnnmsnt. 

done him more honour had his d>fn/ ui tcclcfi.r ante C>nj}anthmm 

nitieilm been more model! and A I. n> n . I lei in Had) i 1 7C3. pas». 

lobar, had the fa -Jilts been 728. Alio in his Jn/htuttones 

Hi ft. 
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fecYions to heavenly obje6ls : this foul vice blinds the under- 
fianding, debauches the faculty of reafon 5 and perverts the 

will 



WJl* EccJefia % fcec. 3. Scythia- 
pus, a native, not of Scythia, as 
fome have imagined, but of Ara- 
bia, the nril forger of the Ma- 
nichean impofture, was a very 
rich merchant, well fkilled in 
medicine, machematicks and a- 

ftronomy, was a Chriitian before 
his fall, and travelled into E- 
gyj t, and afterwards into Pa- 
leitine, and left at his death his 
writings to Manes ; for he was 
his cotcmporary, though fenior, 
as appears from a letter which 
Manes wrote to him, a fragment 
of which is preferved by ! ho- 
tius, and publifhed by Pabricius 
(Bibl. Giacc. T. 5. p. 283 ) 
thou ^h fo mc have made Sc > t h i - 
anus much older. See St. Cyril 
of Jerusalem, St. Epiphanius and 
Photius. 

Manes was born in Chaldea, 

according to St. Ephrem (hymn. 

.14.) in the year 240, as we are 

allured by the chronicle of EdeiYa 

publifhed by J o f . t ffe m a n i (Bi I L 

Qtifnt.T, I. p. 393)- His name 
was Corbicius or Cubricus ; but 

he afterwards took that ,of Manes 

or Manichct us, not ficm the 

Greek word Mai.eh^ a madman, 

but J rem iorne Chaldaick word. 

0 flier and Beaufobre think this 

mmc the fa me w i t h fru r. a tin or 

fvhinabnn y the Parsclet or Com 
loiter . P;.gn:nus, Junius and Po- 
cock rather pronounce it, :\-a?;a- 
chttn, which word the Greeks 
who have no tei mi nations in m, 
fattened into Manes and Niani- 
cha;us Scharifrani and ctheis 
%ic\\ us that he was a learned 
philo (cipher, and vcrfc* in iv.<\- 
fhernatick^. ailror-oi-v, arid pay- 
•fi^fi, and that he y/as an c:u cl- 



ient painter. He was a Chri- 
itian, and was ordained priell, 
as the learned Jacobite Abulpha- 
ragius and the judicious D. Her- 
belot teftify. Broaching his er- 
rours he was excommunicated; 
after which he repaired to the 
court of king Sapor, fon of Ar- 
dezhir, called by the Greeks 
Artaxerxes, the founder of the 
fecond Peril an monarchy. He 
lived in favour with this prince, 
and accompanied him in his 
wars, peihaps in quality of his 
phyfician, fays Beaufobre. Here 
he renewed and perfected the 
fyflem which he had formerly 
learned of Scythianus, blending 
in one religion many notions of 
heathen philofophers, the Per- 
fiati Magians and the gofpel. 
Pretending that all nations had 
had their prophets, he preferred 
thofe of the ancient Perfians and 
the other Gentiles (meaning 
many of their philofophers) to 
tho'fe of the Hebrews whom he 
rejected ; and he made the Ma- 
gian notion of two firll principles, 
the one good, and the other bad, 
the ground or bafis of his im- 
pcilure. The Magians origi- 
nally eftablifhed two principles 
cccternal, the one Coo J or 
called Oromazes, or rather Her- 
inizdas (for all the Perfiam write 
the word with an afper, as Hyde 
Ihewi) which name fome inter- 
pret Jiom the Chaidaick Jhwug 
Light or Fit c ; others more rea- 
sonably from the P erf: an Ofc 9 
good, and Matzd^ God The 
other principle w hich was evil, 
they cailed Arimnr.es, or rather 
SL>rc?;:ati 9 i.e. the DciH, whom 
the y thought the origin of r.il 
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will, and all the other powers of the foul, of which no exam- 
ple can be more amazing than that of king Solomon- This 

dreadful 



evil. See Plutarch de Ifide et 
Ofiride, Agathias, &c. It is 
certain that the Perfians never 
adored this evil principle, nor 
called it God, though fome 
Greeks in giving account of 
their fyftem, gave it that name, 
and fome other idolaters had 
their avenging or malicious god, 
whom they appeafed by iacri- 
fices and fupplications. Some 
Perfians, quoted by Dr. Hyde 
(p. 5.) denied that they adored 
the planets, or fire, or even 
IUithra, that is, the pure heavenly 
fire of the fun : hut though they 
did not make them equal to the 
iuprcme God, it is manifeft from 
the Acts of the Perfian martyrs, 
and other monuments, that the 
Perfian Magians in general wor- 
fhipped all the four elements, as 
inferiour deities. The reforma- 
tion of the Magian religion in- 
troduced by Zerdufht. Zavdafch 
orZoroafter, the great Perfian im- 
poftor and philoiopher, who had 
probably convened with Daniel 
or Efdras, confifted in this that he 
taught only one God, as he often 
repeats in his famous book called 
Sad-Der, which Dr. Hyde has 
publifhed in the end of his learn- 
ed treatife, On the religion of the 
ancient Pet pans ^ Zoro after, pre- 
tended that this God formed the 
good and the evil principle, the 
iubaltern caufes of all things, 
but not coeval ; for he faid the de- 
vil or bad intelligent principle 
sprang out of the chaos of mat- 
ter when God brought matter or 
(larknefs out of the corner of 
infinite fpace in which till then 
>t had lurked. Thus is his fyf- 

Um explained by Abulpharagius 



(whofe hiftory 5s tran Hated by 
Pocock, p. 143.) by ibn Sahna, 
quoted by Hyde, and other ori- 
ental writers : alfo by Theo- 
dore of Mopfuefcia (Tr. de magia 

Perfar. a pud Pbotium) &c. Pri- 

deaux is much millaken who 
takes the Perfian evil pi inciple to 
have been a mere privation (I. 4- 
T. 1.); for the Magians imagined 
it a pofitive real principle, which 
was an efficient caufe of a great 
part of the univerfe. JRamfay 
in his Tracts of Cy?us, in his 
Mythology, and in his Philosophical 
Principles of Religion, has let ofF 

the religion of the ancient Per- 
fians, and that of moll other 
idolaters in a fine drefs, but very 
different from the truth, to make 
their fyflem more favourable to 
his monftrous idea of or e univer- 
fal religion of the world. It is 
certain that Zoroafter taught the 
refurrcclion of the dead, a hea- 
ven and a hell, with feveral other 
great truths. This philoiopher 
was moll puzzled to account how 
evil and its firft principle did not 
come from God, as in this fyf- 
tem it was difentangled and ex- 
tracted out of the chaos by him ; 
and Pocock obferves (p. j 49. ) that 
upon this article the Magians 
were always much divided a- 
mong themfelves. Mr, Thomas 
Hyde, the learned Oxford pro- 
icilbr, remarks (p. 126) that 
there were amonjr them above 
leventy feels, differing chiefly 
concerning the properties of this 
evil principle. Among thefe 
fome after Zoroafler's time ad- 
hered to the old Magian prin- 
ciples, and were called Magu- 

fians, i. e. Followers of the 

Magians. 
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dreadful blindnefs accounts for the fall of fo great a genius as 
Auftin was into the molt monftrous of herefies* Pride was an- 
other 



Magians. They are mentioned 
by St. Epiphanius, Bardefanes, St. 
Bafil, (ap. Euf. Ptap. 1. 6. c. 10.) 
Sec. Shariftani,in his book publifh- 
ed by Hyde, tells us (p. 282.) that 
Manes approved this popular 
fe£tj the capital point of whofe 
doctrine was that the two prin- 
ciples of light and darkhefs are 
eternal and coeval, both- necef- 
farily exifung, and producing 
neceiTariiy all other things that 
.are produced, good and bad. 
This was the origin of Mani- 
cheifrn. 

Sapor and the reigning Zo- 
roaftrian Magians were much of- 
fended at the innovation of 
Mane?, who pretended that he 
Jiad learned his new doctrine in 
an ecftafy, had received his 
apoltlefhip immediately from hea- 
ven, and wa>infpired by the Pa- 
raclet whom Chriit, had promifed 
to fer.d. The king refoived to 
put him to death, and he only 
faved his life by flying into Tur- 
queftan, a country h mated on 
the Eaftern fide of the Cafpian 
fea. See Condemir (in Hyde, 
p. 282.) U" Herbelot (Bibl. 
Orient, p. 54.Q). There in a 
cave he wrote his gofpei (often 
emoted by the fathers) in the 
fame manner as Zoroailcr had 
compiled his Zend in folitude. 
The capital of Turqucdan was 
called Caicar, and it is pofiible 
that Manes might here have the 
conference, which I legem on hi-; 
placed in Melopotamia. This 
province of Turqueuan was nei- 
ther fubiccl to the Pcrfians, nor 
to the Romans, and Manes, had 
Cent thither before him his dii- 

ciple Addas who ha J gained 



fome profelytes to his feci:. Sa- 
por T. died in 272, according to 
D'Herbelot ; and his fon Hor- 
mifdas afcended the throne, 
who had before fecretly favoured 
the pretended prophet. Manes 
therefoie taking with him the 
book of his gofpei which he 
had adorned with excellent paint- 
ings, and in which he had wrote 
his own revelations, returned into 
Perfia. Hormifdas not only de- 
clared himfelf his protector, but 
embraced his doctrine, as Me- 
giddi. a Perfian hiilorian fin 
Hyde p. 2 84.) allures us, and 
he built a ftvong caftle for Mar.es 
that he might have a fecure re- 
treat in ca e of danger. £u:;h:s 
prince dying before he had reign- 
ed quite two years, his fon \ a- 
ranes firft favoured, but after- 
ward perfecuted Manes, who was 
put to death moil probably by 
him, though fome think by hij 
adoptive fon and fucceflbur Va- 
ranes II.. The caufe of hi; death 
is afcribed in the Acts of Arche- 
laus to his failing to cure the 
king's fon according to his pro- 
mife, and to his Right : bJt by 
Condemir and Ibn Sabna [in 
Hyde p. 281.) and others quoud 
by Hottinger (Hilt. Orient. -. 
2^4, 279, Sec.) to his i.i.piff., 
efpecially in denying the iv..."- 
rection of the dead, which ^ '• 
a gteat article or' the Zori 
doctrine, as we are :,fiu:eu i>> 
Diugenco L'lertiu*- Proem. :.rJ 
bv the Peril.. n a:.d /,;...'•?• 

wr'tei'5. (See HvJ.C 1 de IK\:> J 

\ e-. Per far. in A pp end . p 
L < «nde:n.r • in ] I yde p 2 
\ . \ - he cii.v. 1.1 

f .'»*:c ci the cue. 
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other occafion of his ruin. c * I fought with pride," fays he (19)9 
what only humility could make me find. Fooi that I was, 

" I 



(19) S. Aug. Serm. 51. 



(in Rcnaud. Hift. Patr. Alex, 
p. 45.) fays he was flayed alive, 
2nd his ikin fluffed with hay 
and hung on a gibbet. Abulpha- 
rac; : us relates that he was fiayed 
fter his death. All agree 



r . \< '1 



:\-.iz his body was thrown to the 
bsafh and birds of prey to be 
u-voured : a! ">d this was the ufual 
c...>:n of the Per flans, not to 
lj'Ic' the element of the earih, 
2* Hyde proves; but another 
:r.\on of this practice was, be- 
c .fj they thought it was mo ft 
,-;':,! j to have living creatures 
iz: their fcpulchres, as Stephen 
Afornani takes notice (in Acta 
M:rt. Orient.). The bodies of 
k:. r 2* and great men were al- 
lied by a fpecial privilege to 
buried in monuments of lions 
Tho Hyde c. 34. p. 4'0.). The 
M^nichees kept the feaft of their 
1 c : c e 0 r and apoitle on the d^y of 
):.« death in March, and called it 

11 n 



c 



the Greek word for a 
c' ..'r or tribunal, as Sc. Auftin 

::.. p .:ions ( 1, 1 tt. contra Fauft. 
c. -. & 1 contra cp. Fund am en ti 

death h. appened in 
at Gar.di Sapor, a city 
h" Sapor I. upon the ruins 
!\ rfepoJis, ."n ti'C province of 
fie ar.d Ins fucceiiours 
::.!• fecmd i'crfian monarchy 
v lehded iheie, and aJmolt 
f'i.ed (, tcfiphon and Seleu- 
lea*.' of the f'arthian 
(Su' [of. Alien. nni IJibl. 

r ■ 1 . 
* . I tit . , • 1. .j^.y 

: \va . that Sapor kept the 
. u r \ :i-iii f Tj/oi.ci, a> 

) . .'. u «• r^l 1 u-" .' ib 1 'J 'lie 
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Lapeta, Beth-Lapeta and Efy- 
mais, though the ancient Ely* 
mais was at fome diltance. 
Manes chofe twelve apo files, of 
which the three principal were 
Thomas, Addas' and Hennas. 
Another of them called JLeucius 
wrote £^lfe Acts of the Apoilles 
of Chrilt, and a book on the 
Nativity of the Eiefled Virgin. 
The Ivianichees became a very 
numerous feet, and fpread them- 
felves in Perfja, Mesopotamia, 
Syria, Egypt, Greece, Africa 
and Spain ; and in the feventh. 
century in Armenia; afterward 
in Uulgaria, Lombardy and Lan- 
guedoc : but were every where 
the execration equally of Pa- 
gans, Jews, Mahometans and 
Chrifcians. 

The whole doctrine of Manes 
turned chiefly upon the diftinc- 
tion of the two principles of Light 
and Darknefs, which had been 
flril introduced among Chriftians 
by t:>c hcrcftarch Bafdides v.'uo 
had travelled into Pcrfta, and who 
dogmatized at Alexandra in the 
beginning of the fecond age. The 
latter is accu fed by the father ; of 
magick: it is certain that he taught 
many fupcrfthious notions an J 
practices about hisK<,n. o; ange; 
His famou'. f'ymbol c-dleJ Ah:.»x- 
as, wa-. a h-mill figure, 01 Toll- 
man, 1: tMeli.r.nn:' or fi"i.i* '. it:<- 
not, r::. i e;:., i::.n a;.d St jei^m 
iina^'i.ed. the :i;rrnnc God wl.u, 
according ro h:m, h.\.«, no n -ns 
but the 1 « :nre of thcKoi.*., or ih: ^e 
hund;ed li\t\ fvr hr.iv-':*. f> , 

r;::lier 1*: the ' '..i< •• hur.'he.i 'v 



:iiy five an^ek wJiem ]*e ] !..uii 1: 
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cc I left the neft imagining myfelf able to fly ; and I fell to the 
cc ground." His vanity was foothed and flattered by the Ma- 

nichees 



fo many heavens) as St. Irena:us 
aflures us (1. i . c. 23 . See Dom 
Mafluet.'DhT. & not. ib.) Scali- 
ger, Wendelin, F. Hardouin, 
and fome others, pretend to find 
in this word allufions to Chrift. 
But it is mariifeft chat a talifman, 
or magical figure, pretended to 
expel devils and cure difcafes, 
was ufed by the Egyptians under 
the name Abraxas, fi^nifying an 
imaginary god prefiding in the 
heavens : from thefe Egyptians 
Bafilides borrowed this fupcrfti- 
tious conceit. In the cabinets 
of antiquaries we meet with many 
ancient litcle figures called Abrax- 
as, cut in flone in various mon- 
flxous forms. John Macarius, 
canon of Aire, and John Chifflet, 
canon of Tournay, pretend all 
thefe to have been figures ufed by 
the Bafilidians : but the hundred 
and twenty fuch figures which 
ChifRet caufed to be engraved 
in his book on this fubje6t, are 
all demonftrated to be reprefen- 
tations of different Egyptian 
idols. See Jablonfki (DhT it 
N'.mitte Abraxas, In Mifcell. Lip- 

Jtens. now;, T. 7.) and Montfau- 

COn {? allograph. GrtfC 1 2. c. S. 

p. 177.)* On this account Paf- 

ieri (A if. Gimmis SteW/ais. D-Jf. 

is Gcmmu BafiUiiamt* T. 2. 
p. 221. Florentia: An. 1750.) 

will have it that all thefe figures 
are of Egyptian idolatrous ex- 
traction, but as he confcfiTes, 
and as it is evident, that feveral 
of them contain cxprcf? allufions 
to ChritV, fuch ought certainly 
to be afcribed to the Banlidiaus. 
On Bafilides, and his impious 
tenets, fee St. Irenaius, Sc. Cle- 
ment of Alexandria, oV. Ivlar- 



cion, his cotemporary, propa- 
gated the doctrine of two prin- 
ciples in Pontus, and at Rome, 
rejected the Old Te (lament, and 
denied the refurrection of the 
flefh. Bardefanes, a Chriftian 
philofopher of EdeJTa, admitted 
alfo a good and an evil principle, 
denied the refurrection, and fell 
in with Apelles, Marcion, and 
the Docetaj, who denied the re- 

1 

ality of ChriiVs incarnation ar.d 
paflion. (See St. Ephrern, Eu- 
febius, St. Clement, &c.) Thefe 
hereticks were the prjcur'.'ors of 
Manes, who engrafted his own 
inventions upon their falfe prin- 
ciples. This impoflor taught tha: 
the good and bad principle (or 
God with his heavenly power:, 
and the devil with his angels) 
had originally each their empire, 
divided by certain bounds : that 
of the latter confifted, according 
to this here 0 arch, of five diftinct 
regions, each made up of a dif- 
ferent element ; over each of 
which prefided a ruling evil 
power, with many fubordinats 
bad angels or demons, all under 
the dominion of the great prince, 
or the devil. God knew tie 
Davknefs, but the Darknefa knew 
not him, till by increafing c 
multiplying, and by an inteftir.fi 
war amongft themfelvcs, the 
bad angels were driven upon :.v- 
borders of light, ar.d invaded:.: 
happy realms. Light feeing this 
attack, framed the Firit Ma-:, 
compofed of five elements of rs 
celeftial iubflance, contrary n 
thofe of Matter or Darhncis, £^ 
fent him to oppofe them: sri 
afterward fent another pcuer, 
called the Living Spirit, to i- c * 
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nichees who pretended to try every thing by the teft of bare reafon 
and fcoifing at all thofe who paid a due deference to the autho- 
rity 



conrhim in his conflict. However, 
the demons feized a part of the 
heavenly fubftance, and from that 
time good and evil are blended in 
our world, which were formed 
from this mixture. For the Living 
Spirit,whom they imagined one of 
the firft intelligences (or emana- 
tions from Light, or God) van- 
quished the demons, and bound 
them in the air, and of the two 
fubftances, good and bad now 
mixed together, formed the 
world : of that fpiritual fubftance 
which he was able to fe par ate 
from the contagion of matter, 
he made the fun and higher hea- 
vens : of that which remained 
corrupted in a fmall degree, he 
formed the moon, and other 
lower planets; and what con- 
tinued too much confounded with 
ir.atrer was employed in framing 
whatever compofes the fublu- 
mry world, in which every 
thing differs in perfection as 
more or lefs of the heavenly 
fubftance abides in it. Tims the 
herefiarch pretended to account 
for the origin of evil. See iVJanes 
quoted by St. Auftin (1. contra 
ep. Fundam.) the accurate Titus 
bifnop of Boflra, now called 
Lofra, in Arabia, who flou rimed 
in 1362, (I. 1. contra Manich. 
ilibi Patr. T. 4. par. 2. p. o S 2 ) . 
Thcodoret, St. John Damafcen, 
c'c. Some moderns- think this 
Livinv Spirit was, according to 
Manes, God the Son : others the 
IbAy Gholl, or, more probnbly, 
an inferiour intelligence. By the 
Firft Man he meant the human 
f -m1 before its incorporation, but 
ct a material ftibflance ; which 
i-';:ion he derived fiom the opi- 
nio:! of Fkuo, and fevcral 



ancient philofophers and here- 
ticks, concerning the preexift- 
ence of fouls, which fome pre- 
tended were fent into bodies 
in punimment of former of- 
fences. Manes taught that this 
Firft Man was a mediate ema- 
nation of God, that is, a part, 
not bf his ehence, but of the 
heavenly fubftance. He pre- 
tended that every thing in na- 
ture was animated, or had fome- 
thing of a foul or fpirit in it. (See 
Titus, Boftr. S. Auftin, ib. Sec.) 
He faid that angels prefided in 
each ftar : that the demons in the 
air were the caufe of tempefts ; 
that feeing human fouls the moll 
excellent parts of the celeftial 
fubftance, and contriving how 

to retain them, they formed two 
organized bodies of matter upon 
the model of the Firft Man, to at- 
tract the fouls, and with the al- 
lurements of concnpifcence to 
incline them to perpetuate their 
captivity. Fauftus, the Manichec, 
would not afrirm to St. Auftin, 
that the devil made the difference 
of fexes ; which expreflion would 
have been too fhosking ; but 
only that God made the Firft Man 
(or the foul) and nature the fe- 
cond man, with the difference of 
fexes (S. Aug. contra Fault. 
1. 24.. c. 1. 1. 29. c. 2, fee). Ja 
confequence of thefe principles 
Manes advanced, that in every 
man there are two fouls ; the one 
heavenly, in which arc the feeds 
of virtue, the other carnal, the 
feat of vice, and from the devil 
(S. Aug. 1. de duabus an: .• ah us 
contra J^iamrf: cds). Be n u fob *>5 
pretends, againft St. Auftin, that 
the Maniebces were not fatal; lis. 
But hoy, vver free they maintained 
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rity of the catholick church, 
walked in trammels. It was 

fouls to be in the Rate of inno- 
cence, they denied them, in their 
Hate of captivity, a conftant true 
liberty of indifference. Though 
they taught that Chrift had re- 
covered fo! us the grace or fuc- 
cour to overcome evil, and that 
we are obliged to refift it: yet 
they believed the empire of evil 
to be oltcn irrefiltible in them, 
as is evident from all St. Auflin's 
books again ft them, and all other 
fathers and hillorians. The Ma- 
nichees placed the fin of Adam 
and Eve in the ufe of marriage 
(S Aug. deMor. Manich. c. 19. 
& Op. Imperf. 1. 3. c. 172) ; 
perhaps they thought that other- 
wife the fpecies would have been 
propagated fome other way. 
Manes condemned the ufe of 
marriage, as in irfelf finful, which 
was certainly the doctrine of fome 
of the ancient Gnoiticks before 
him. His reafons were, that it 
is founded in concupifcencc, and 
propagates the work of the devil, 
in confining human fouls in bo- 
dies of matter. (So S. Auftin 
contra Fault. 1. 22. c. 30. I. 30. 
c. 6. 1. cont. Secund. c. 21. 1. de 
l-Leref. c. 46. 1. de Morib. Ma- 
nich. c. 18. S. Leo, ep. 15. c. 7.) 
St. Auilin fays, (locis citat. &c ) 
that they allowed unnatural lulls. 
As to fornication, the fame holy 
doctor fays they tolerated it (ib.) 5 
never, hclefs, they called it a fruit 
of the devil (apud Acla Difp. 
Archelai, p 3c).) and Manes ex- 
tolled challity, and called his 
elect, ]\Jf/i Fir? 1 us. The Hearers 
anion j!, the Manichees were al- 
lowed 10 marry, to low corn, and 
to cat llelh, as St. Auilin allures 

us ^p. ? ad LVutcr.j, piobaWy 
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as if they {hackled reafon, and 
by this artifice that he was re- 
duced, 

as imperfections, but excufable 
in them by the neceflky and con- 
dition of nature, or of its capti- 
vity, But the Ele£t or Perfect 
were never allowed to eat of any 
living creature, drink wine, poi- 
fefs riches, or meddle with fecu- 
lar affairs, thefe being all vvoiks 
of the devil or matter. Manes 
taught the tranfmigration of 
fouls ; that death is their true 
birth and deliverance from mat- 
ter and the devil : that thofe of 
infidels and finners are punifhed 
in hell, but for a time only ; that 
they are then fent into other bo- 
dies, according to their deme- 
rits ; as for example, the fouls 
of murderers into the bodies of 
lepers or afTes,; and being puri- 
fied by feveral tranfmigrations, 
are conveyed to the moon, and 
fome time after to the fun, being 
purged more perfectly in every 
Itate, till being delivered from 
all contagion, they are removed 
from the fun into the realm of 
Light. Manes denied the icfur- 
rection of the flefh, hold in » this 
to be evil : but he taught the ge- 
neral judgment, and the confla- 
gration and utter dcilruction of 
the wo; Id, when all the heaven- 
ly fubJtance fliould be deliveied 
from matter, and fully purged : 
that then the devils fliould be 
confined to utter Darknels, and 
their boundaries guarded, that 
they may make no more inioiuh 
on the kingdom of God 1m om 
the fame principle he taught, 
that e lii ill. the Son of God, win) 
came to deliver human louh, uuu 
communicated grace, thai. 1-. 
know ledwe and Juccour to tluia. 
only tcoL the external fisune. n«a 
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duced, and caught in their nets ; they promifed to fhew him every 
thing by demonftration, banifhing all myftery, and calling faith 

weaknefs, 



the real nature of man, this be- 
ing evil, and from the devil. 
Therefore he denied ChriftVs in- 
carnation, and his birth from a 
virgin ; alfo, that he ufed food 
for fuftenance, fuffered, died, or 
rofe again ; though the impoftor 
laid he did all thefe things in 
appearance, to deceive and con- 
quer the devil. The doctrine of 
this herefiarch concerning his 
pafiible Jefus is, that he is daily 
born, and daily dies in every 
leek, fruit, tree, and other thing 
that is produced or deftroyed. 
(See Fauflus apud S Aug. I. zo. 
c. 2 & 1 1. Evodius de Fide apud 
S. Aug. c. 34.) The meaning 
of which feems to be, that Jefus 
left fome emanation of the hea- 
venly elements which he brought 
upon earth, to be communicated 
to, and to be a feed of fpiritual 
vigour in every thing againft the 
incroaching power of evil. Manes 
curtailed and interpolated the 
New Teflamcnt, and rejected 
the Old as the work of the evil 
powers; he alfo denied the in- 
i'piration, or Jeaft the fupc- 
riour authority of the Hebrew 
prophets, to whom he oppofed 
old Chaldxan Gentile phiiofo- 
phers, and produced apocryphal 
huokh in fupporc of his extra va • 
j^anr hereJies. 

lie imagined God to be ex- 
tended and corporeal, for he 
field nothing tiuly fpi ritual, or 
^compounded , a nd without phy- 

i'ral or real paits : yet In: denied 
(hid to he waft-rut/, taking this 
v.oid for the evil fubllanee ; and 
lie denied him to be pre lent where 
|k wa^, though rMemhd every 

v-iiiie ciie. He conceived Mat- 



ter to be endued with fenfe and 
perception, but without any mo- 
ral good quality : and he faid the 
devil and his angels fprang ou* 
of it, not from eternity, but irx 
time. He held a Trinity, and 
a kind of confubftantiality of tha 
three perfons, but thought them, 
as much diflindl as three n;en 0 
and the Son and Holy Ghoil in- 
feriour, and immediate emana- 
tions of part of the effence of the 
Father, fubordinate and depend- 
ent : that fince the formation of 
the material world, the ton re- 
fides in the fun and in the moon, 
and the Holy Ghoft in the air, af- 
filling fouls by his falutary influ- 
ences, and continually producing 
in all fublunary things the pafiible 
Jefus (Fauftus apud S. Aug.). 
The Manichees never worfhipped 
the evil principle, but hated it, 
as Titus of Boftra, and others ob- 
ferve : and Fauftus declares that 
they only adored the divinity of 

the Father Almighty, Chrift hi* 
Son, and the K:*ly Ghoit (ap. 
S. Aug. 3. ro. c. 1.). St. Auflm 
reproaches them with idolatry in 
their word iip c;f the fun, moon, 
and heavenly powers. IJeauiobie 
endeavours to vindicate theni 
ar.d the r'.M'iur.t JVrilans on 
rhi:> head (S. Auj«,-. cr»nt. l ; aufl. 
J. 2.< c. s }• J.'r. Tho. Hyde 
thinl.:, the ^ r i cin ^ did not adore 
the {mi :md nu.on ; for thev duly 
turned tlu ir J ives at their pi avers 
toward;, ihc leu \\i j}ie da\ , and 
the moon in ihe nie hr, as 
the two j mi.' at uiuicih;, oi God, 
\\ ho loveih li; hr, an<l li.u et h 
darkneii. { J >e !: elij' t vei. I'eri in 
{%ad - Der, p. *, I -i ) I hn author 
pro^med a i.jl;i-u;>y oi '.h i irc.m 

the 
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weaknefs, credulity, and ignorance. " They faid that, fetthi* 
44 aflde dreadful authority, they would lead men to God, and \ 

them 



'Vie 



the Guebres in the Indies, who 
follow the religion of the ancient 
Magians { De hodicrno ftatu 
Periks, p. icS, Sec). But all 
thefe feels afcribed to the intelli- 
gences which preiided in thefe 
planets, certain perfections which 
agree only to the Divinity. More- 
over, it is fuperftitious to pay 
any religious honour to creatures 
without the divine warrant; 
much, more if a perfon, under 
any idea whatever, fhould have 
any religious lefpect tor imagina- 
ry being?, as dairies, or the i> Iphs 
ana gnomes of" the Rolicruikuis. 
The Ferfian m..rtyrs regarded the 
M agians worfhip of the fun and 
elements as idolatrous: (See their 
Aces ) The Manichees, in the 
hymns which tiny fung iniicad 
of David's i'falms, which they 

rejected, praifed commentitious 
heavenly intelligences, as having 
ridiculous forms and functions, 
one called Atlas, fupporting and 
carrying the eaith. (not the hea- 
vens) ; another dilpenfmg the five 
heaven, y elements, & c. (See 

5. Aug. tour. Fault. 1. i " . c. 5, 

6. I. r.o. c. io.) The Manichees 
had no idok, altars, or iaciiiices: 
kept the feails ol Fatter and IYn- 
tecvll; alio SunA.iv, but failed 
on all Sunday:, and Monday::, 
bciievip", the end oi tlie wu:hl 
would ir'ppen on one of thoie 
da\s. ke;o.uol>ie thinl::, they 
k.-pt t'.f U .'.K oi the Al.i'M.iiUj, 
inenii'Mied by A ath 1 for kill- 

;»!■■ ■ ' I V l \i.h"U:- CJ v. .ltd! a:j a 

p!.Kiiee d. .:»•■,;< e.:h!e tn thede- 
v:l, wlv'l ' i *' unx' 1 - they < dii d 
tlv. m . ' i. h ■•. !a m:i h: m:- 



' 1 



1 1 1 



1 . 1 



1" • A;; v '. ' Li.i' 1 j. u. 1 .}. 



They celebrated the Eucharii 
but inftead of Wine, which was 
abfolutely forbid their el eel, ulld 
in it water. The elect were 
perfect, who obferved all the 
counfels, and out of whom their 
mafters, bifiiops, pricfls and dea- 
cons were chofen, (S. Aug, dj 
haeref. p. 46.) The Hearers pc:"- 
feflcd eftates, drank wine, c;.: 
flefli, fowed corn, and took wives 
(S. Aug. contra Fault. 1. 



c. 23.). They deftroyed venom- 
ous ferpents and pernicious 
beafts ; but thought it unlawful 
to kill harmlcis living creatures 
(S. Aug. contra Fault. 1. 6. c. 5. 
1 , C5V.), and the elect never ea; 
their flefli. Many ancient Hea- 
thens among the India 
held the tranfmigration of fouls 
thought it unlawful to kill any 
living creature ; which the Ba- 
nians at prefent extend even to 

ferpents, noxious infects, CSV. 
for which they have hofpitak.— 



uns 



, v. h o 



Above all things the Manichees 



a 



bftained fro.n fifth, choofing 1 
thcr to die of hunger than Lo 
it (S. Aug. contr. Faulk !. • 
c. 9.;. Wine they called 
gall of the prince of dark.'.'.. 
(Id. de h:eief. <Sj de Mor. r\k- 
iiich. c. 10). They exiemki 
the tianfm knatiori of hi . i 
fouk iometi'.ucs to biute.. am: 
plants, and thought tree ar ■ 
plants feel, and liave ra'.h'ir. 
iouls or peiliipn paU'tle. m r '-' 
heavenly iub,k.uce, oi \.k..i 

iuiils are ei.:auaii« n:.. 
th:*v laid, that a ti\ e feel . \ • ■» 
ami weeps \> hen it 1/. cut, 01 i'i 
fruit plu-l- . d oil" (S . An;- • 1- 1 ''■ 
Ira l;o !i . It: ( 1. 1. i' 1 - 

i i\j I A.ci. :.v..j. And bt A«- 
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* c them from all errour by reafon alone (20)." Ifaac Beaufobrc 
hence infers, that before St. Auftin's time catholicks furloufly 
extolled the authority of the church (21). He ought to have 
added, that St. Aufiin afterward, upon mature confidcration, 
found that it is highly rational, with regard to fupernaturai 
truths, to acquiefce in the teftimony of God, manifelted by an 
Vol. III. U u authority 

(20) Dicebant, terribili aucioritate feparatd, iff mera et Jlmpticz ra- 
tione,eos qui Je audire -oellext , ititi odufluros ad Deum, et errore vmni libera-*^ 
turos. S. Aug, de U/rlit. Credendi. c. 2. 

(21) Hifc.deManichee. I. 1. c. 8. T. 1. p. 94. 



fiin tells us, that they thought 
to reap coin, or to gather fruit, 
was to be guilty of many mur- 
ders [De haref. & 1. 20. contra 
Faujl. c. 16, &c.) ; but he means 
murders far lefs criminal than 
homicide. Yet, upon the plea 
of neceffity, their hearers were 
allowed to do all thefe things, 
and tofovv corn ; and the Elect to 
eat bread, iffc. but fome of them 
firft prayed that God's curfes 
might fall on thofe that had fovved 
and reaped the corn, not on them 
who only by neceffity cat it (St. 
tfpiph. n. 23.). Neither did the 
clecl bathe in water, for fear of 
defiling that element: and one of 
'hem carried this fupertticion fo 
far as to gather the dew upon the 
r:ifs to walh his hands and face 
with. — The Manichees con- 
demned war, but allowed ne- 
Geflliry fclf-defence. The Elect 
were forbid to build houfes, to 
tiailick, or to poffefs clcatcs ; 
unci diL-y boafted of gioat conii- 

n.'Mcy: but St. AulHn call:- their 
eh all icy hypocrify, and accufes 

r'icm of abominable unnatural 
lull:;, as iloca St. F,eo t i$c. Nor 
» an ic he reafonably doubted, 
f'):it falling; into habits of fuch 
t-ii neb, they jullilletl them by 
i'inciple, though the general 
veptti of their feet coiulcnmcil 

in. VVe have fecu in our lime 
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three eminent preachers of a new 
feci, notoriously convicled of 
j ullifying to their accomplices 
fuch vices by principle, though 
this is not the avowed doctrine 
of their feci. The Manichees 
thought it lawful to diilemble or 
deny their religion, in order to 
avoid perfection, as Photius 
mews (I. adv. ^.Janich. repull. 
1. x- c. 8.) ; and from them the 
Prifcillianiits borrowed that per- 
nicious principle : ydra, perjura* 
fecretum prodere nol> . The Ma- 
nichees, who fpread themfclves 
in Armenia, a.:d other Eaitern 
countries, in the ievenrii century* 
were called Paulicians, from one 
Paul, their ringleader. They 
excited a rebellion in thefe parts, 
a gain lb the cmprefs Theodora, 
and another in the ninth century 
againit the emperour Bafd the 
Macedonian. Ueim- vanqudhed, 
and expelled that countiy, they 
propagated their err:>m\s in ]>u'- 
gaiia, and from thence pene- 
Ciated into Germany, J.oinbaidy, 
and J..an'.;uedoc. See UoiJuec 

li:Jl. of i'aruit. I. 1 1. & R:i.!ciuu 
lit ft. dc bin ti:c j': t. On tire an- 
en t M anichees fee Hcaufobre /////. 

d? ftlmiiil'fe it d't iMtnubi : far : 

r 

alio iVJofheim, 1. IX* I*ehtt 1 Chti- 
jl' .•».'. a/'ti- (*t>i//fi':!:'t. AJ. iV./ '■. r. 

7 5 \. and more lii jemc'Jy in his />-'- 
Ji/.'ufiM, litj:<i' li , S:' C. ) ■ c 5 p. 1 j 3 . 
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authority of the church derived from him, guided by his unerring 
Spirit, in conferving unviolated his divine revelation: of which 
we have the ftrongeft aflurance given us by the fame revelation, 
confirmed to us by evident miracles, and other motives of cre- 
dibility, to which, upon an impartial review, no one can 
pudently refufe afTent. Modern Socinians, and others, who 
boaft mightily of making reafon their only guide, are driven by 
their own principles into the moft glaring inconfiftencies and 
tnenftrous abfurdities againft reafon itfelf, as St. Auftin after- 
ward difcovered of the ancient Manichees ; whereas reafon 
leads us as it were by the hand to divine revelation, which far 
from oppofing it, fhews its infufHciency in things that lie be- 
yond its reach, and offers its own noon-day light to direct us 
fafcly to the moft necefTary and important truths. By flighting 
and contemning this fecure and fober 1 method of attaining the 
true knowledge of divine myfteries, fo great z wit unhappily 
fell into the fnares of the Manichees. Writing to his friend 
Honoratus, who was ftill detained in thofe errours, to which 
he had himfelf perfuaded him, he lays open this to have been 
the fource of his ruin, that relying too much on the ftrength of 
his own reafon, he defpifed the direction and authority of the 
catholick church. " You know, Horioratus," fays he (22), 
<c that upon no other ground we adhered to thefe men. . .What 
* c elfe made me, rejecting, for almoft nine years together, the 
<c religion which was inftilled into me in my childhood, a fol- 
6C lower and diligent hearer of thefe men, only their faying that 
ci we are overawed by fuperftition, and that faith is obtruded 
<c on us without reafon being given : whereas they tie none to 
* c believe, except upon the truth being iirft examined and 
'* c cleared up. Who by fuch promifes would not have been 
c< inveigled? efpecially a young man, defirous of truth, and 
* c by a reputation among learned men in the fchools, already 
* c grown proud and talkative. . .They derided the limplicity of 
€t the catholick faith, which commanded men to believe before 
<c they were taught by evident reafon what was truth." St. 
Auftin frequently teaches, in his other works, that this is the 
general method of other hcreticks, and the ufual occaflon of 
mifcarriages in faith. <c It is," fays he (23), * c as it were a 
ct rule among ft all hercticks, that they endeavour to* overbear 
** with the name and promifc of reafon, the moft ftcady au- 
<c thority of the church, which is firmly founded : and this 
<c they arc forced to do, becaufe they perceive themfelves to be 

" moil 



(22) L. dc Uiiliutc Crcdcndi, c. i. (23) S. Aug. cp. 56. eel, 
Vet. 



Aug. 28. St Augustine!, & 6*9 

il rnoft contemptibly worfted, if their authority mould once 
* f come to be compared with that of the catholick church." 
,And in another place (24): " All hereticks generally deceive 
«* by the oftentatious promife of fcience; and reprehend the" 
4t fimplicity of believers." St. Auftin tells us, that the chief 
queftions which gravelled him, and to which the Manichees 
promifed a folution, were. W hence came evil ? and the diffi- 
culty of forming a clear apprehenfion of a fpirit 5 whence he 
was perfuaded to imagine God to be corporeal. And by Jiften- 
ing to thofe mafters of errour, he was brought by infenfible de- 
grees to fuch folly as to believe, that when a fig is gathered* 
both it and its mother-tree weep with milky tears; and that if 
fome Manichean faint fhould eat it (after it has been plucked 
by another's crime, and not his own) particles of good intelli- 
gences, or rather of the Deity, which were imprifoned in tho 
fruit* are reftored to liberty (25). However, foori perceiving 
that thefe hereticks were more dexterous in diiputing again It 
others, than in defending or proving their own tenets, on this 
account he remained rather a feeker than a perfect Man tehee,, 
and continuing among them only in the rank of a Hearer, ho 
would never be initiated among their Elect. In the mean tim© 
his heart was fwelled with pride by his fuccefs in frequent dif* 
putations with feveral catholicks, in which, by the fubtilty ot 
his wit, and quicknefs in reafaning, he feemed unhappily vic- 
torious 5 and he engaged feveral of his friends in the fame er-> 
rours withhimfelf; among others, Alipius* and his patron and 
benefadror, Romanianus, in whofe houfe he lodged, during hia 
Itudies at Carthage. He had attained to a perfect underfrand- 
ing of moft of the liberal fciences at fcarce twenty years of age % 
but fays (26) of his learning at that time, becaufe he did hoc 
apply himfelf with it to the true knowledge of God : cc Whafi 
f u did this profit me, when indeed it did me harm? " In his, 
twentieth year, to eafe his mother of the charge of his educa- 
tion, he left Carthage* and returning to her* let up a fchool of 
grammar and rhetorick at Tagafte. But fhc, who was a good 
catholick, and never ceafed to weep and pray for his con- 
vcrfion, forbarc to fit at the fame table, or to eat with him, 
hoping by this fe verity and abhorrence of his herefy* to make 
; him enter into himfelf. Some time after* finding her own cn- 
jilcavouts to reclaim him unfuccefsful, fhe repaired to a certain 
1 hi (hop, and with tears befought him to difcourfe With her fort 
i «pon his errours. The prelate excufed bimfelf tor the prcfc;n£„ 

i U u 2. alleging 

I 

! (24) L. 3. de Libero Arbitrio, c. 25. occ Mr. Woodlicrul, o f a 

P 284. (* 5 ) Conf. 1. 3. c. io T (26) Conf. I 4, «. 16. 
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alleging that her Ton was vet unfit for inftruftion, being in- 
toxicatcd with the novelty of his herefy, and bloated with con- 
ceit, having often puzzled feveral catholicks who had entered 
the lids with him, and were more zealous than learned. " On- 
" ly pray to Our Lord for him," faid he: your fon wiil at 
" length di (cover his errour and impiety. 7 ' She ftill perfifted, 
with many tears, importuning him that he would fee her un- 
happy fon : but he difmiffed her, faying : " Go your way ; God 
ct bleffa you ; it cannot be that a child of thofe tears mould pe- 
ct rifli." Which words fhe received as an oracle from hea- 
ven (27). She was alio comforted by a dream, in which fhe 
feemed to fee a young man, who having afked the caufe of her 
forrow and daily tears, bid her be of good courage, for where 
fhe was, there her fon alfo was. Upon which, fhe looking 
about, faw Auftin {landing upon the fame plank with herfelr. 
This aflu ranee, and her confidence in the divine mercy gave 
her prefent comfort; but fhe was yet to wait feveral years for 
the accomplifhment of her carneft defircs, and to obtain it by 
many importunate prayers and tears, which fhe could not but 
put forth in abundance, while fhe faw her beloved fon an ene- 
my to that God whom fhe loved far more than her fon or her- 
felf 

Auftin had a dear, friend, who had been for feveral years the 
companion of his ftudies, to whom he had been accuftomed to 
uubofom himfelf without referve in all his cares. This indi- 
vidual companion was in the bloom of lite, and, through his 
peifuafion, had been involved in the Manichean errours. Fall- 
ing fick, he was converted to the catholick church, and bap- 
tized. Auftin rallied him on that fcore, but he, with an un- 
expected liberty, told him, that if he meant to continue his 
friend, he Ihould fpeak to him no more in that manner; ami 
that ii he did, he mould fly from him with horrour, and regard 
him as his enemy. This young man foon after relapfed into a 
f.ver, like his fir it di (temper, and died in great fcntimcnts ot 
piety and religion. The lofs of this friend was a grievous at- 
liii lion to Auliin; his heart was overwhelmed with darkneis 
and jiiief; ho feemed to fee the image ot death in every tiling 
that he beheld : his country and his own houfe teemed lull <»i 
luimur; all places and things where he had formerly cnjoynl 
were turned into I Titter torment, hecaufe they weie now 
without him, and Auxin's eyes (ought him in all places, thow'h 
thov loni.d him in none. All things in the world were become 
iiLi'oiue and oJioi:.; to him, hecaufe they did not reftore t Iks 



(27) Conf. 1. 3. c. 1 z 
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perfon whom he had loft, and nothing faid to him as before 
every thing Teemed to do : 4C He will fhortly come to you." 
Tears and mourning had fucceeded his friend in the deareft 
place of his affeclion, and to weep or grieve was become the 
fole pleafure of his life (28). Not being able any longer to bear 
his native country, he removed to Carthage, where time and 
new connections wore away his grief. Ambition and vanity 
had iikewife a fhare in that ftep, the capital of Africa being a, 
greater theatre for the difplaying of his abilities. At Carthage 
he opened a fchool of rhetorick, gained great applaufe in the 
publick difputations, and carried away the principal prizes in 
the theatre for the beft performances in poefy and oratory. But 
he laments his blindnefs that lie was feduced by pride in the 
fciences, and by fuperftition under a falfe name of religion ; 
following in the firft the emptinefs of popular glory, the lhouts 
of the theatre, and contentious difputes for crowns of hay, and 
fuch like fooleries 5 and feeking in a falfe religion to be purged 
from the ilns of his intemperance and lulls, by carrying food 
to the Elect and faints, which was to be moulded in their 
ftomachs into angels and gods, by whom he was to be deli- 
vered (29). Confidering this his folly, he cries out to God in 
a feeling and humble acknowledgement of his own vveaknefs : 
4c What am I to myfelf without thee, but my own guide fa 1 1 - 
tc ing headlong down a precipice.",/) Fie began o apply him felt 
to judiciary aftrology, but foon abandoned tha: fallacious lh;dy, 
being informed that it confided altogether in tricks and deceit. 
When he was about fix or feven and twenty years of ag^, he 
wrote two or three books, Dc Pulcbro ft /Ipto, or, Or. iv.'xit ?\ 
beautiful and decent or Jit in things : which woi k is lod. Me be- 
gan, about that time, to diflike the dories related by the Ma- 
nichees concerning the fyftem of the world, the hcavcnlv bo- 
dies, and the elements. 46 This kind of knowledge," faid he, 
44 is not eflential to religion, but it is cflential not to lye, and 
44 not to boaft of knowing what we know not." There was 
in Africa at that time a Manichcan bifhop named Kaullw, 
much celebrated by thofe of his fedt as a wonderful nun, and 
perfectly fkilled in all manner of fciences. Aullin had wak'd 
with great impatience for his coming to Carthage, hoping he 
would fatisfy all his doubts. Hut when he arrived, he found, 
by a long conference, that he was a good fpeaker, but f\id no 
more than the red of the Manichcrs, only explained himLlf 
with pavatcr "race and facility. Aullin wanted fomci !»i 1 - m«>u: 
than vvurds, and was too lb! id a wit to be contented with men- 

U u j ionn. 

( z 8 ) Conf I c\ 4, 1;, G. (."! :) J*, c. f. 
(•') a> l '-i' J l ttm ?r.2. l .*i ji;ie tc niji </'.»rV :ti />>(&•••/>* C nl, i. .j. c. I . 
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form. And perceiving how little fatisfacYton he received from 
this great doctor of the feci:, he from that time difopp roved it 
entirely, being then twenty nine years of age. Neverthelefs, 
his prepofteffions againft the catholick faith hindered hijn from 
turning his enquiries on that fide ; fo that after he defpaired of , 
discovering the truth in his own feet, not knowing where to 
find any thing better, he determined flill to remain content 
•with what he had frumbled upon, tili he fhould fall upon fome- 
thing that fhould appear more reafonable and fatisfa6r.ory (30). 
The truly ingenious and pious Mr. Abraham Woodhead, who 
leaving Oxford embraced the catholick faith, in 1654, wifhes 
many now-a-days would take warning to arm themfelves againft 
the fame pernicious floth j fuppofing feveral now to labour un- 
der the like difeafe,who, as it were, purpofely deprive themfelves 
pf the grace of being enlightened with the truth, by not en- 
quiring after it, only from the falfe informers of their own par- 
ty, to which, by chance, or a falfe choice, they are firft ad- 
dicted (31). Auftin, whilft he remained in this fluctuation of 
jrund, being difgufted at the diforderly behaviour of the ftu- 
dents at Carthage, refolved to go to Rome,' where fcholars 
were kept under flncler difcipline. This foreign journey he 
undertook without his mother's confent, and herein he praifes 
the divine goodnefs, which by his irregularities themfelves 
brought him to their cure; by afflicting his mother, and refu- 
sing to hear her prefent requeft, by which fhe prayed that her 
fon might not fail, he made her redouble her earneftnefs and 
her tears, that he might accomplifh the main thing which fhe 
always requefted, which was the conversion of this fon. At 
Rome he applied himfelf to the Manichees, and lodged with 
pne of that feci, merely on account of former acquaintance, 
and becaufe he was not yet refolved on any other religion. 
Soon after his arrival in that city, he fell fick of a violent fever, 
and feemed reduced by it to the very point of dying, and peiifli- 
ing for ever (32). " For, whither had I gone," fays he, u if 
I had then died, but into thofe f}ames and torments which I 
< c deferved ? " But it pleafed God to raife him from this dan- 
gerous ficknefs through the prayers of his mother, which /he 
never ccafed to put forth for his converfion, though fhe was 
then abfent, and ignorant of his prefent danger. Whilft he 
profiled rhetorick in that great city, his fchool was frequented 
by the moft famous wits of chaj; age, and none ever went from 



(30) Conf. 1. 5. c. 10. (51) Wood Life of 8j. Aug. c. J 
290, .(32) S. Aug. Conf. 1. 5. c. y. 
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it without either being {truck with admiration at his learning 
and parts, which were rendered more amiable by the natural 
Aveetnefs of his temper; or, heing moved with envy at the ho- 
nour he acquired in his difp:. rations. But finding the fcholars 
there often unjuft enough to eliange frequently their mailers, 
in order to cheat them or their falary for teacp'n:*, he grew 
weary of the place. And it happening that deputies were fent 
from Milan, where the emperour Vaientinian the Younger kept 
his court, to Symmachus, prefect of Rome, who was himfelf 
a great oratour, requiring that he fhould fend thither ibme able 
mafter of rhetorick, Aullin made fuit to be the man. He was 
ftrongly recommended by feveral perfons of confideration, and 
having given Symmachus proofs of his capacity, was chofen by 
him, and accordingly fent. 

At Milan he was received with great applaufe. and the mofl: 
ingenious perfons of that city were foon convinced that he de- 
fended the high opinion they had entertained of him. The holy 
biihop St. Ambrofe gave him particular marks of his refpeci. 
St. Auftin was very defirous of being acquainted with him, 
not as with a teacher of the truth, which he thought impof- 
fible to be found among the catholicks, but only as a perfon of 
great learning and reputation, and one who was obliging and 
friendly to him. He frequently attended his fermons, not 
with any defire of profiting by them, but to gratify his curio* 
fity, and to inform himfelf whether his eloquence anfwered 
the fame he had heard concerning him. He was very intent 
upon his words, and found his difcourfe elegant, and more 
learned than that of Fauftus the Manichean, yet not fo pleaf- 
ing in the delivery. Auftin aimed only at gratifying his 
ears, and defpifed the matter which the bifhop treated : yet his 
doctrine like a diftilling rain infenfibly made imprefiions on 
his heart, and caufed the feeds of virtue to fpring forth therein. 
He began to think there was good argument and reafon in 
what he faid, and that the Manichees unjuitly derided and call: 
contempt on the writings of the law and the prophets. But he 
was not yet convinced of the good nefs of the catholick caufe, 
and he continued in fufpenfe, withholding his heart from giv- 
ing any aflent, for fear of a precipice; though he learned 
from St. Ambrose's difcourfes that Catholicks did not hold what 
the Manichees charged them with (33). In the mean time, 
in the purfuit of honours, riches and a fui tabic marriage, he 
was often tormented with bitter anxieties, the remembrance 
of which made his foul afterward cleave fuller and more 

U u 4 Avcetly 
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fweetly to God, who at length refcued him from that tena- 
cious birdlime of death. Being to pronounce on the calends of 
January in 385, a panegyrick in praife of the emperour, and 
of the newly- elected conful Bauto who was to be prefent (34), 
he was very anxious for the fuccefs. And pafiing through the 
ftreets of Milan, he envied the happinefs of a poor beggar 
whom he faw there laughing and merry, and complained to 
his friends what torments our own folly creates only to purchafe 
a tranquillity which perhaps we can never attain 5 but which 
that poor man feemed to enjoy in the trifling alms he had ga- 
thered that day : It is true/' fays he, cc his joy is not real ; 
<c but that which my ambition fought after, was much lefs fo." 
In the fearch of truth he was ft 111 perplexed about the origin of 
evil, and fuffered a fecret anguifh in his foul to which only God 
was witnefs ; for neither was his time fufficient nor his tongue 
able to exprefs the inward tumult of his foul (35). He alfo 
found great difficulty in conceiving God to be a pure fpirit, 
•without any corporeal extenfion, having been accuftomed to 
the grofs imagination of apprehending him as corporeal and ex- 
tended through all the empire of his goodnefs, according to the 
idea of the Mamchees which differed entirely from that of the 
Anthropomorphites, who apprehended the divine fubftance to 
refemble a human body. In correcting this falfe notion he 
received great light by reading the works of Plato and fomc 
other philofophers of his feci who fpeak of the Eternal Word, 
#nd or incorporeal fubftances in a manner which feemed to 
him clear and perfpicuous (36). He became fenfible of the 
nccciTity of admitting incorporeal fubftances, though (our idens 
of them being conveyed to us chiefly through the inlets of our 
fenfes) we apprehend them imperfectly, and exprefs them by 
analogical terms drawn from corporeal images. He ihorcfi»re 
acknowledged that God mud neccffarily be an eternal, infinite, 
incompi ehcnfible and unchangeable being, and a moil pure 
and perfect fpirit : alfo that there is nothing in the creation 
absolutely evil (37). He feemed to hear the divine voice Liv- 
ing to him from on high : 4t I am the meat of thofe that :irc 
fcw grownup- grow thou up, and thou {halt fctd upon mc ; 
cc neither {halt thou convert me into thee, like thy mrpou.i! 

food; but thou fhalt be changed into rne (38)." lie UhmJ 
the writings of the Platonick philofophers hied in his foul pibk, 
:uh) not humility, making him to have a mind to feem w\^\ 

a 1 at 
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and leaving him full of his punifliment, inftead of teaching 
him to bewail his own mifery. Finding nothing in them about 
the great my fiery of man's redemption, or Ch rift's incarna- 
tion, he with great eagernefs of mind betook himfelf to read 
the New Teftament, efpecially the writings of St. Paul, in 
which he then began to take great delight. Here he found the 
tefti monies of the Old Teftament admirably illuftrated, the 
g)ory of heaven difplayed, and the way clearly pointed out 
which leadeth us thither : here he learned that which he had 
long felt, that he had a law in his me?nhers warring again/i the 
law in his mind, and that nothing could deliver him from this 
body of death but the grace of Jefus Chrift. He perceived an 
infinite difference between the doclrine of him who ftyled him- 
felf the lafi of the apoftles, and that of thofe proud philofo- 
phers who efteemed themfelves the greateft of men (39). Au~ 
ftin himfelf was now convinced of the truth and excellency of 
that virtue which the divine law prefcribes in the catholick 
church, but was frill prejudiced with fuch an apprehenfion of 
infuperable difficulties in the practice, as kept him from refo- 
lutely entering upon it. Under his difficulties he addreffed him- 
felf to Simplician, a prieft of Milan whom pope Damafus had 
formerly fent from Rome to St. Ambrofe to be his inftrudror 
and tutour, who was then beloved by him as his father, and 
afterward fucceeded him in the bifhoprick of Milan, This 
holy man was in a very advanced age, and fi3d ferved God 
with great piety from his youth. To him Auftin gave an ac- 
count of the round of his wanderings and errours, and mentioned 
his reading certain books of the Piatonicks, which had been 
tranfiated into Latin by Vi&orimis, who had formerly been 
profeflbr of rhetorick in Rome, and died a Chriftian. Simpli- 
cian commended Ins choice of thefe books, and related to 
him how himfelf had been inihurncntal in the converfion of 
fhis Victor! mis : for that very learned old man, who taught 
molt of the fenators of Rome, and had the honour of n Hatuc 
ki up in the Forum, embraced the faith of Chriff". A fear of 
'•fll'iifJing his friends, the Roman fenators, thofe proud wor- 
ihjppcrs ol devils, from whom he apprehended great ftorms of 
malice would fall upon him, made him defer Ins haptifm for 
h'ine time : but being encouraged by Simplician he overcame 
lhat temptation, and trampling the woild muLr his feet was 
mdrucled and baptized by him. When Julian the apoflate 
ioiiud Chrifiiahs to teach the: feiences, V ieh ainus with joy 
^Milled his fchooJ. Aiillin was iiiongly touched by i'o gene- 
rous 
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tous an example, and he envied the felicity of Vi&orinus more 
than he admired his fortitude ; but was frill held captive under 
the flavery of his paflions. 

He mournfully complains as follows : c< I fighed and longed 
to be delivered, but was kept fan: bound, not with exteriour 
cc chains or irons, but with my own iron will. The enemy 
held my will, and of it he had made a chain, with which 
* c he had fettered me faft. For from a perverfe will was created 
<c wicked defue or luft, and the ferving this luft produced cuf- 
<c torn, and cuftom not refilled produced a kind of neceflity 
with which as with certain links fattened one to another, { 
cc was kept clofe fhackled in this cruel flavery (k) . . . J had no 
* c excufe as I pretended formerly when ) delayed to ferve thee 
€C becaufe I had not yet certainly difcovered thy truth. For 
cc now I knew it, yet I was ftill fettered . . „ The load of the 
* c world agreeably kept me down, as it happens in fleep; 
* 6 and the defires by which I meditated to rife, were but like 
<c the ftrugglings of fuch as would awalce, who neverthelefs 
* c are ftill overcome with drowfinefs, and fall back into their 
** former flumber, whilft a heavy lazinefs benumbs their limbs, 
* c though reafon tells them it is wrong, and that it is high 
* 6 time to arife . • . I had nothing now to reply to Thee when 
* 6 Thou faidft to me : Arife thou that fleepeft^ and rife up from 
the dead) and Chrifl will enlighten thee (40). I had nothing 
* 6 I fay, at all to reply, being now convinced by thy faith, but 
* c certain lazy and drowzy words, Prefently^ by and by y let me 
alone a little while longer. But this prefently did not prefently 
* c come; thefe delays had no bounds, and this little while 
* c run out to a long time." It happened in the mean 
time that one Pontitianus, an African who had an ho- 
nourable employment in the emperour's court, and was a 
very religious man, came one day to pay a vifit to Auftin and 
Alipius : and finding a book of St. Paul's epiftles lying on the 
table, took occaflon to fpeak to them of the life of St. Antony, 
and was furpriied to find that his name had been to that hour 
unknown to them. They were aftonimed to hear of miracles 
fo well attefted, done fo latdy in the catholick church, and 
did not know before Pontitianus mentioned it, that there was 

a 

(40) Eph. v. 

^k) Su/piraham ligattis, nonferro nlfi tantuin njerba lent a et forttr.o* 
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a monaftery full of fervent fervants of God without the walls 
of that very city where they lived, under the care of St, Am- 
brofe. Pontitianus feeing them very attentive to him difcourfed 
long upon this fubjecl:, and related that, whilft the court was 
at Triers, one afternoon, when the emperour was entertained 
with publick fports in the circus, he and three others went out 
to walk in the gardens near the city, he with one companion, 
going one way, and the other two another : and that thefe two 
happened to light upon a little cottage where dwelt certain fer- 
vants of God poor in fpirit 9 of whom is the kingdom of God, and 
there they found a book in which was written the life of St. 
Antony. This life one of them began to read, and then to 
admire, and foon to be inflamed ; and whilft he was yet read- 
ing, to think of embracing the fame kind of life : for he was 
one of thofe who were called Agents in the emperour's fervice, 
whofe bufinefs it was to collect taxes, make provifions for the 
court, and execute particular commimons by order of the em- 
perour or the prefect of the prsetorium. Then fuddenly filled 
with holy love and zeal, and a fober fhame, and angry at him- 
felf, he caft his eyes upon his friend, and faid to him : cc Tell 
" me, I pray, with all the pains we take, what doth our am- 
" bition afpire to ! what is it we feek, and propofe to our- 
" felves ? Can we have any greater hopes in the court than to 
" arrive at the friendfliip and favour of the emperour? And 
<c when this is obtained, what is there in it that is not brittle 
" and full of dangers ? Through how many dangers do we 
" afcend to this greater danger ? And how long will it laft ? But 
" behold, if I pleafc, I become this moment the friend and fa- 
" vourite of God, and fuch I remain for ever (I). 99 He 
turned his eyes again to the book, labouring in the inward 
conflict of his mind, and in the throws of a new life. In the 
mean time his heart was interiourly changed, and entirely 
emptied, and difengaged from the world ; he often fetched 
deep fighs as he went on reading, till his foul being wholly 
iubdued by divine grace, he took a firm refolution that mo* 
ment to enter upon a better courfe. <c I have now," faid he, 
<c bid a final adieu to that our former hope, and am fully re- 
" folved to have no other purfuit but that of ferving God. I 
" begin from this very hour, in this very place. If you do 
J* not imitate my retreat, do not obflrudt my refolution.'* 
The other anfwered, that hp would conftantly adhere to his; 

companioii 
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companion in fo noble a warfare, for fo high a reward. By this 
time Pontitianus and the other that had walked with him, came 
to the fame place, and put them in mind of returning home, 
But upon hearing the reiblution they had taken, they congratu- 
lated with them, and took leave of them, recommending them- 
felves to their prayers. Both of them that remained in the 
cottage, had been contracted to young ladies, who as foon as 
they heard of this, confecrated their virginity in like manner 
to God. This example, and the difcourfe of Pontitianus had 
a powerful influence on the mind of St. Auftin, and raifed fhon^ 
emotions in his breaft, and he faw, as it were, in a giais, his 
own flthinefs and deformity, which caufed him to loathe and 
abhor himfelf. In his former half defires of converfion he had 
been accuftcmed to beg of God the grace of continency, but 
fo as to be at the fame time in ibme meafure afraid of beinr 
heard too foon. c; In the firft. dawning of my youth," fays 
he, tc I had begged of thee chaftity, but by halves, miferable 
£C wretch that I am ; and I faid: Give me chaftity and continence' 
<c but not yet a while. For I was afraid left thou fhouldft hear me: 
<c too foon, and prcfently heal me of the difeafe of concupif- 
cc cence, which I rather wifhed to have fatiated than extin- , 
*' guifhed (41)." Now he began to be afhamed and grieved' 
to find his will had been fo weak and divided ; and no iboner 
was Pontitianus departed, but he applied himfelf to Alipius in 
thefe words: sc What are we doing who thus fufFer the un- 
*' learned to ftart up, and fcize heaven by force, whilft we with, 
4L all our knowledge remain behind cowardly and heartlef?, 
" and wallow ftill in the mire ? What ! becaufe they have out-- 
tc {tripped us, and are gone before, are we afhamed to follow 
cc them? and is it not more lhameful not even to follow them:" 
This he fpoke with an unufual and extraordinary tone of voice, 
and his countenance was entirely altered : and he immediately 
got up, and went into the garden. Alipius was aftonifhed, not 
fo much at his words, as at his pathctical manner of exprciling 
them, and at the violent commotion in which he faw him la- 
bouring within his breaft, and he followed him ilep by Hep into 
the garden. 

They fat down at as great a di fiance as they could front 
the houfe, and there Auftin groaned in bitter indignation 
an;ainft. himfelf. We cannot belter defcribc the tempell and 
furious agitation of his foul at that time than in his owt 
words: tfc 1 now was enraged at mylelf," fays he, <c that 1 

ct did not couingcouily at once icloivc on what my lL ' ;i " 

^ couviiK'w 
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" convinced me to be fo good and neceffary to be doner I 
" would, and I would not ; 1 was, as it were, divided between 
u myfelf and myfelf : I (hook my chain with which I was fet- 
" tered, but could not be releafed from it. Thou, O Lord, 
" continuedft to prefs fore upon me in my interiour, with a 
" fevere mercy, redoubling the ftripes of fear and ftiame left I 
" fhould leave off ftruggling, and my chain fhould grow 
" a^ain, and bind me fairer than ever. I faid within myfelf : 
" Come* let it now be done \ lei it be done this mome?it. Neither 
" yet did I do it quite, demurring ftill a while, to die unto 
" death, and live unto life . . . Trifles of trifles, and vanities, 
" my old miftrelTes, hung about me, and pulling' me by the, 
" o-arment of the flefh, foftly whifpered to me: Wilt thou then:, 
" for fake us ? From this moment Jhall we be no ?nore with thee for 
" ever P Wilt thou never hereafter tafle thofe delights f Fro?n this 
" moment Jhall this or that be no more allowed thee for ever ? . . , Now 
" I heard thefe fuggeftions not as boldly confronting me, and 
ct oppofing me to 'my face, but as muttering behind me, and 
" fecretly pulling me that I {hould look back upon them. And 
" they fomewhat retarded me, whilft 1 delayed to fnatch my- 
" felf away, and make them off, and to fpring forward whi- 
" ther I was called $ and the violence of evil cuftom faid to me : 
" Dojl thou think- that thou canjl live without thefe or thofe dc- 
il lights (m) ?" But the chafte dignity of continency enticed 
(( me to come forward, and to encourage me to fear nothing 
" ftretched forth, to receive and embrace me, her loving 
" arms full of crowds of good examples. There were great 
" numbers of boys and girls, young men and maidens, grave 
" widows and old women virgins, perfons of all ages, and 
" in all thefe continency was the fruitful mother of chafte dc- 

! 4t lights from thee, O Lord, her heavenly bridegroom. And 
" me laughed at me with a kind of derifion by way of draw- 

! tl ingme on, as if flic had faid : And art not thou able to do what 
" thefe men and thefe maidens do (n) f Or are theje able in the?nfelves\ 

1 tc and not in the Lord their God? He gave me to them. II 'by 
<; jlandeji thou upon thyfelf and therefore doji notjland ? Throw 
41 thyfelf upon him, and fear nothing. lie zvill receive and will 

i u heal thee." Auftin was exceedingly afliamed that he fhould 
Hill hear the whifpers of thofe fooleries. And the Holy Cihoii 
inviting him to chaftity feemed again to fay to him : tc Stop 
" thine ears againit thofe unclean monitors. They fell the* 
i( of delights, but not as the law of the Lord thy Cud." Tim 

mighty 
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mighty tempeft increafing every moment in his foul, when 
deep confideration had gathered together all his mifery before 
his view, a very great ftiower of tears flowed from his eyes, and 
conceiving folitude to be more fit for weeping, he withdrew 
from Alipius who beheld him with great amazement. He re- 
moved to a great diftance from his friend, that his prefence 
might not difturb him, and he threw himfelf down under a fie;.. 
tree, and there gave free vent to a torrent of tears. He cried 
out to God to this purpofe : " How long, O Lord ? wilt thou 
** be angry for ever ? Remember not my paft iniquities." And 
perceiving himfelf ftill held back by them, he caft forth mifera- 
ble complaints, and reproached himfelf, faying: " How long? 
* 6 how long ? To-morrow, To-morrow ! Why not now ? 
cc Why does not this hour put an end to ?ny filthinefs?" 
Thefe complaints he uttered, and he wept with moft bitter 
contrition of heart, when on afudden he heard as it were the 
voice of a child, from a neighbouring houfe, which, Tinging, 
frequently repeated thefe two words in Latin, Tolle^ Lege ; 
Tolle, Lege. That is : 66 Take up, and read : Take up, and 
* c read(42 > )." Prefently his countenance being changed, he 
began to confider whether in any kind of play, children were 
"wont to fing any fuch words : nor could he call to mind that 
he had ever heard the like. Whereupon, he rofe up fuppref- 
ling the torrent of his tears, and he interpreted the voice to 
be nothing lefs than a divine admonition, remembering that St. 
Antony was converted from the world to a life of retirement, 
by hearing an oracle of the gofpel read. Therefore he returned 
in hafte to the place where Alipius was fitting, for he had left 
there the book of St. Paul's epiflles. He catcht it up, opened 
it, and read in filence the following words on which he firft 
caft his eyes : Not in revelling and drunkennefs : not in ch timber- 
ings and impurities, not in Jlrifes and envy : but put ye an the Lord 
Jefus Chri/iy and make not provifion for the flejh in its concupif- 
cenccs (43). He would read no farther, nor was there need : 
for at the end of thefe lines, as it were, by a new gleam of con-* 
fidence and fecurity ftreaming into his heart, all the darknefs 
of his former hefitation was difpelled. He fhut the book, 
having put a mark upon the place, and with a calm and fc- 
rene countenance told Alipius what had pafled in his foul. 
Alipius defired to fee the paflagc he had read, and found the 
next words to be : He that is zueak in faith, take unto you : which 
be applied to himfelf. Being of virtuous inclinations, and a 
fwect difpofition, he readily joined his friend in his good re- 
fold t ion* 
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folution. They immediately went in, and told this good 
news to St, Monica, who was tranfported with joy. She had 
followed her fon into Italy, and came to him at Milan foon 
after he had abandoned the Manichean herefy, and before he 
embraced the catholick faith, for which happinefs fhe continued 
(till to pray, and for his perfect converfion from vice and irre- 
gularities till fhe faw both accomplifhed. He formerly thought 
under the tyranny of evil habits, " that without fenfual plea- 
« fures life itfelf would feem to him no life but a pain (44)/* 
And when he became a catholick and firft entertained thoughts 
of entering upon a virtuous courfe, he defigned to take a wife, 
thinking it impoflible for him otherwife to overcome the paflion 
of luft. Alipius who had never dragged the chain of that 
paflion, wondered at his flavery ; and from wondering was 
once in danger of defiring to make a trial, and to be drawfi 
towards the fame flavery ; but the divine mercy preferved him. 
St. Monica had provided a fuitable match for her fon, and th« 
choice was extremely agreeable to him. But when his heart 
was entirely converted to God, he refolved to embrace a ftate 
of perfect continency, and found by experience the truth of that* 
maxim of Seneca (45) : M It is not becaufe things are difficult 
" that we dare not aim at them ; but they appear difficult be-* 
" caufe we have not courage to undertake them." And that 
of two other heathens (46) : <c Who fets about, hath half per- 
" formed the deed." Our illuftrious convert, pouring forth his 
heart in humble thankfgiving and holy jubilation before God 
who had mercifully broken the chains of his flavery 5 cried out t 
11 How fweet on a fudden was it become to me to be without 
" the fvveets of thofe toys ! and what I was before fo much 
* ( afraid to lofe, I now caft from me with joy. For thou haft 
<c expelled them from me who art the true and fovereign fweet- 
" nefs : thou expelledft them, and cameffc in thyfelf infiead of 
u them, fweeter than any pleafurc whatever (/>), but not to 
" flefh and blood ; brighter than any light whatever, but more 
" interiour than any fecret 3 higher than any dignity whatever* 
tl but not to thofe that are high in their own conceit. Now 
({ was my mind free from the gnawing cares of the ambition of 
u honour, of the acquifition of riches, and of weltering in 

<c pleafures* 

(44) Conf. L 6. c. iz. (45) Seneca cp. 104. (46) Horafc. 
c p. 2. v. 40. Ovid. 
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16 pleafurcs. And my infant tongue began to lifp to thee, my 
* c Lord God, my true honour, my riches, and my falvation." 
In the procefs of this faint's wonderful converfion we cannot 
but admire the power of divine grace, that no one may defpair . 
the victory indeed over evil habits is not purchafed without 
much forrow, pain and contradiction to corrupt nature ; yet let 
the finner take courage ; this conflict will at length be converted 
into happy liberty and joy. But let no ilnner attempt fo great 
a work with faint endeavours. It muft coft many tears, and 
a kind of martyrdom. How watchful and ltrenuous oueht 
every one to be againit the fir ft fpark of vice, which if admitted 
foon grows a devouring flame, and a dreadful tyranny. This 
company, this fond affection, this fecret envy appears light at 

firft, but nothing is fo rapid or fo violent as the progrefs of 
vice. 

He that once fins, like him that Aides on ice, 

Goes fwiftiy down the flippery ways of vice : 

Though confeience checks him, yet thofe rubs gone o'er, 

He Aides on fmoothiy, and looks back no more (47). 

The converfion of St. Auftin happened in the year 386, the 
thirty fecond of his age, in the month of Auguft or September. 
At the fame time he determined to quit his fchool and profef- 
fkm of teaching rhetorick ; but deferred the execution of this 
refolution three weeks till the vacation which was in the time 
of the vintage. Then he retired to a country houfe at Caflia- 
cum, near Milan, which his friend Vcrecundus (a profeflor oS 
grammar in that city, who was then an Heathen, but was 
baptized foon after) yielded to him and his friends. For he 
was accompanied in his retreat by his mother St. Monica, his 
brother Navies, his fon Adeodatus, St. Alipius his chief con- 
fident, Trioleins and Licentius, two of his fcholars, and his 
coufins Laftidianus and Ruftjcus. Here he wholly employed 
Mm (elf in prayer and ftudy, which cxercifes he made admira- 
bly conducive to e;ich other ; for his ftudy was a kind of prayi'i" 
by the devotion of his mind therein. Here he itrenuonfly la- 
boured, by the practice of auflcrc penance, by the ftrieh'll 
watchfulness over his heait and fur.les, and by molt fervent .uitl 
humble prayer, to fuhdue his pailions, to purify his affections, 
to difenoajre chum pciftaSlly from the inordinate love of creature: » 
and to prepare hinnVif for the in ace of Iuatlin^ a new 1 il c i) 
Cinifl, and becomm^ in him a new creature. He tvepL not 
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the wounds and fpiritual miferies of his foul, and he cried out 
with the greateft earneftnefc to his Saviour, begging him to 
{t retch forth his merciful and omnipotent hand, and heal him. 
A^ainft his domeftick enemy he had recourfe in the firft place 
to°God, praying: " My whole hope is in nothing elfe but in 
u thy exceeding great mercy, O Lord, my God. . . . Thou 
" commanded me continency. Give me what thou com- 
cf mandeft, and command what thou wilt (48). / knozv that 

no man can be continent l , unlefs God give it (49 ). He particu- 
* 6 larly prayed for purity of heart, and the moft perfect divine 
love, con felling that he ought to devote to the love of God hi» 
whole ftrength and all his powers every moment of his life, 
lie defired to redouble his earneftnefs in it, to repair, had it been 
polfible, the precious time he had already loll. ct Too late,'" 
fa id he, " have I loved thee, O beauty fo ancient, and fo new I 
<•< too late have I loved thee . . . Thou waft with me, and I 
" was not with thee . . . Thou haft called, thou haft cried 
tc out, and haft pierced my deafnefs. Thou haft touched me, 
" and I am all inflamed with the defire of thy embraces (50)- 
<c He loveth thee lefs, who loveth any thing elfe with thee, 
<c which he loveth not for thee. O love, which always burneft, 
*' 6 and art never extinguished ! true charity, my God, fet me 
cc all on fire (51) This ardent lover of God after his con- 
verfion fulfilled the character of the true penitent in loving God 
fo much the more fervently as more had been forgiven him, and as 
the divine mercy had raifed him from greater miferies : on which 
account he is ufually reprefented by painters with the fynibol of 
a flaming heart. The foundation of this divine charity and of 
all other per feci virtues he Jaid in the moft profound humility, 
the moft fxneere fentiments of which virtue his writings 
breathe. In the tenth book of his Confeflions he mentions that 
he made it his principal care and ftudy to watch againft the 
fnares of pride and vainglory, which there is danger of a 
man's feeking in the very contempt of vainglory itfeif: he alio 
laboured vjgoroufly to rcftrain under the ftri cleft government* 
hi.i tongue, his eyes, ears, and his other fenfes, cfpccially that 
of the tafte. Of this laft he writes (52) : " Drunkennefs 
*' is far from me : thou wilt grant in thy mercy that it 
u never approach me. But gluttony (j>) fuuictimcs Heals upon 
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tend that gluttony in this place 

"Wans truing only for chc lake of 



plenfiire, not for ncccflity and 
liealrh, which this Liihcr often 
condemns. The plcafuro an- 
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thy fervant : thou wilt have mercy that it may be re- 
moved from me A foldier of the heavenly camp 

faid : / can do all things in him that Jlrengthemth ?ne (53 J. 
Strengthen thou me, that I alfo may be able. . . I4iave heard 
another praying : Take thou from me the concupifcences of the 
belly (54). . . Who is he, O Lord, that is not fometimes 
carried a little out of the bounds of necefHty ? Whoever he 
be, he is great, let him magnify thy name. But I am not 
fuch a one, becaufe I am a finful man." For this he ear- 
neftly implores the healing mercy of Chrift. This faint had 
learned the maxim of the gofpel and of St. Paul, earneftiy in- 
culcated by St. John Climacus, St. Ifidore (55) and all mates 
of a fpiritual life, that all carnal padions are to be cut off, and 
the foul prepared to receive the imprefiion of heavenly affections, 
by great abftinence and fobriety. For, <c as a fpring of water 
cut into many dreams difTufes itfelf over a whole garden, 
and clothes every bed with green herbs, fo if the appetite of 
gluttony fpread itfelf through the veins of the heart, it will 
fow over it a thick grove of many lufts, and make the foul a 
dwelling-place of wild beafts^' fays St. Bafil (56). St. Au- 
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(53) Phil. iv. (54) Eccluf. xxiii. (55) De Summo bono 
1. 2. c. 44. (56) S. Bafil, Serm. de Abdic. Rerum T. 2, p, 324. 
ed. Ben. 



nexed to this action is not fin- 
ful, and may be fanctided by a 
good motive : but it becomes a 
fault if it be fought merely for 
its own fake, not for the ne- 
ceflity of corporal health. St. 
A u ft in complains of this fnare 
lying in wait for us in the way, 
and endeavouring to go before 
the other motive of virtue and 
duty (c. 31. n. 2 ) But in this 
p allage ^n. 2.) the word crupula 
implies fome final 1 excefs beyond 
the bounds of abfolute neceflity, 
which the holy penitent, not- 
wit lift a riding hii great fobriety and 
aullerity, ilill fometimes feared. 
For St. A ullin alludes to Lukexxi. 
34. — M. Petit, in a di flotation 
printed at Utrecht, and Baylc ridU 
culoufly pretend, (rnpula here 
means exiefs in wine without the 
loia of reafon ; which paradox 
i u evidently confuted by Dom. 

Martin the Mauri 11 monk, in 



his notes on his learned French 
tranflation of the Confellions of 
St. Auftin, in 1743. He obferves, 
among other arguments, that no 
monks at that time drank pure 
wine : that the life St. Auftin 
then led was remarkably auftcre; 
and that not only St. Casfarius 
(Serm. 294 in App.) St. Baiil 
and other fathers, but alfo St. 
Auftin himfelf from I fa. v. 11. 
2z. fhews thofe to be guilty of a 
grievous mortal fin who by a ha- 
bit of intemperance bear imnio» 
derate quantities of liquor, with- 
out danger of lofing their fenfa 
He obtains the name of hav- 
ing a llrong head, but is fo 
much the more criminal, 3i 
he is the more unconquerable, 
in his cups/* Viri fort is ativ 
pit no?nen ; tanto nC<piior % quart} 
fub puculo hiviflior. St. Aug- 

Serm. 135. n. 6. p. 730. T. J- 
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ft in had cdntradted in the world a pernicious habit of i wearing. 
After his converfion, exhorting others to refrain from that hor- 
rible crime, he fet before them his own example, in what 
manner he had overcome an execrable habit of that vice. 
" We alfb were formerly engaged," fays he, cc in that mo ft 
" bafe and criminal cuftom : wc once fwore. But from the 
" time that we began to ferve God, and under/rood the hei- 
" nous evil of that fin, we were feized with vehement fear s 
and by fear we reftrained that inveterate cuftom. . . You fay 
*' you do it by habit. But above all things watch over your- 
" feJves that you may never fwear. A more inveterate cuiiorri 
requires the greater attention. The tongue is a ilippery 
< c member, and is eafily moved. Be then the more watchful 
tC to curb it . . . If you refrain to-day, you will find it more eafy 
« to refrain to-morrow. I fpeak from experience. If your vic- 
a tory be not complete to-morrow* it will at lead be more 
" eafy by the cuftom of the former day. The mifchief dies in 
three days (q). And we fhall rejoice in our great fruit, and 
" in our deliverance from fuch an evil." In another fermon 
he fays : cc I know it is difficult to break your habit : it is what 
" I found myfelf. But by fearing God we broke our cutlom 
" of fwearing. When I read his law, I was ftruck with fear, 
" I {trove againft my cuftom;) I invoked God my helper, and 
" he afforded me his fuccour not to fwear. Now nothing is 
4< more eafy tome than not to fwear (57)." 

St, Auftin in this retirement, ufually after morning prayer^ 
took a walk out with his friends, whilii St. Monica took carei 
of the houfekeeping, though fhe had a great mare in their do- 

meftick literary conferences (r). In them it was his main de- 
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(57) S. Aug. Serm 307. (ol. 10. inter Paris, j T. 5. p. 1245: 



(q) Tridtto merit ur ftftis. S, 

Aug. Serm. 1R0. (ol. 25 dc ver- 
bis Apoft. T. c, p. 864. 

(>) Thefe conferences he in 
,)iis clofet committed 10 writing 
for the benefit of his fcholars, 
The full of thefe works con/ills 
of thirteen books, Agafap the 
\dcademicks 9 who taught that aJl 
things are doubtful, arid that 
know nothing with certainty 
fnd evidence, hut only with 
Probability ? in which crrour St. 
AuiUn himfw'if had been lately 



engaged. He intermixes itreini- 

011 s exhortations to the fludy of 
truth and wifdom. Thefe three 
books are written with all ima- 
ginable- elegance. The flyie is 
regular, the reafoning juft ; the 
fubjeel is well cleared, and tlnj 
difcoiirfc is beautified with agree- 
able Juppofitions and plcalant 
ilorics. Thole dialogues are not 
much inferiour to ' I > n 1 1 y * > Tuicu- 
lan quellions for f!yk\ and arc 
much above them for the exact- 
nels and i'olidiiy of the argu- 
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fign to raife by degrees the thoughts, of his friends in all their 
fludies from fenfible to fpiritual things. How careful he was to 
teach them in all things to die to themfelves appears from the 
following inftance. In a difputation, Trigetius advanced 
Something that did him no honour, and he defired that it might 
not be committed to writing. Licentius, his antagonift, in- 
filled that it ought to be recorded as a monument of his victory. 
St. Auftin burft into a flood of tears to fee them ftill enflaved 
to a petty pallion of vanity, and reproved them for their 
fault, praying that God would heal this wound of their hearts. 

Whereupon 



merits. St. Auftin in his Retrac- 
tations ccnfures fome parts of 
them as not fufticiently favouring 
of the gofpels. On occafion of 
keeping his birthday, he com- 
pofed his book, On a happy life, 

ihewing that this is only to be 
found in virtue and in ferving 
God ; he fays that the moil dan- 
gerous rock to be feared in the 
navigation of this life is that of 
vainglory, which we meet with 
at the firft fetting out, where it 
is difficult to avoid Ihipwreck. 
He laments that he had been 
long wrapped up in the clouds 
of the Manichean errours, and 
led all ray by the love of plea- 
furc and glory ; but fays that the 
mill being at laft difllpated, and 
he having difcovered the liar 
that flic wed him the truth, he 
immediately weighed all his an- 
chors to come into the port of 
happinefs. In his two books, 
On Otda y he demonilratcs that 
all thinos fall under the divine 
providence ; and though moral 
evil arifes from the defect and 
malice of the creature, it is Hill 
f li bj t .' :<. d by God to his provi- 
dence, who draws good from 
u by his mercy and juilice. in 
the fecund he prufisribes his fcho- 
Jars lines for the conduct of their 
morals, and the order they are 
to obfervein learning the feiences, 

recommending to them to ac- 



company all their ftudies with 
affiduous prayer, begging of God 
true wifdom and knowledge. In his 
two books of Soliloquies (fo called 
becaufe in them he reafons with 
his own foul) he teaches that we 

attain to the true knowledge of 
God by faith, hope and charity, 
and by turning our affections and 
thoughts from earthly things to 
feek and love nothing but God. 
After this he treats of the nature 
of the human foul. There is a 
book of Meditations, and an- 
other of Soliloquies which bear 
the name of St. Auftin, but are 
modern works compiled from 
parts of his Soliloquies and Con- 
feflions, and from the writings 

of Hugh, of St. Victor, &c. as 
the Manual of the like nature is 
from fcraps of St. Auftin, Sc. 

Anfelm, &c. (See T. 6. A pp.) 
St Auftin wrote at Milan foon af- 
ter his baptifm his book, On the 

Immortality of the foui, for a fup- 

plemcnt to his Soliloquies. The 
hymn Te Oeum is afcribed by fomc 
writers of the ninth century to 
SS. Ambrofe and Auftin on the 
occniion of the baptifm of tho 
latter, but without grounds, as 
Dom Menard and Tillcinont 
fhew, though it is probably a;i 
ancient ; for it was generally 
uled in the fi.vth century, as ap- 
pears from the rule of St. iku* 

net, &c. 
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Whereupon the two youths intreated that the whole conteft 
fliould be left on record, each defiring this for the fake of his 
own confufion (58). St. Auftin teftifies that the love of riches 
or honours feemed then quite extinguifhed in his breaft : that 
he was never tempted to defire any food which he had inter- 
dicted himfelf, but feared intemperance fometimes in what he 
eat: that he was determined to fhun above all things the com- 
pany of women : neverthelefs he ftill felt temptations to 
that {hameful pafiion, to which he had been fo long enflaved; 
but as often as they began to moleft him, he was covered with 
extreme confufion at himfelf, filed abundance of tears, and 
cafr. himfelf earneftly into the arms of God, begging Him to 
heal him (59). While he was employing himfelf, in his folitude, 
in the exercifes of holy penance and prayer, God, as he tells 
us, <c by his grace brought down the pride of his fpirit, and 
a laid low the lofty mountains of his vain thoughts, by bring- 
" ing him daily to a greater fenfe of that mifery and bondage 
u from which he was delivered/' He read the pfalms of Da- 
vid with wonderful devotion, and the words contained in them 
were like firey darfcs, which firft gave healthful wounds to his 
foul, and then communicated to it a divine fweetnefs, and a 
healing virtue. By thefe aftecYionatc words he was influenced 
with the divine love, and he burned with a defire of reciting 
them if he could, all the world over, to abate the fwelling 
pride of mankind. He was particularly afFecled with the fourth 
pfalm, Cum invocarem, of which he has given us a very pious 
paraphrafe in his Confeflions; and he could not but ceufure 
the Manichees as blind and miferable, who deprived themfelves 
of the advantages of thofe divine hymns. Deplorable in like 
manner is the misfortune of thofe who repeat thefe moving acls 
of adoration, love, thankfgiving and praife without the lean: 
attention to God, and who often have in their hearts fontimcnts 
quite oppofite to thofe they have in their mouths ; whole prayers 
are hypocrify, whole promifes to God are falfe and treacherous; 
whofe afie&ions are all pride and prefumption, whillr. in words 
they make protections of humility and contrition- The di- 
vine maledictions again ft the lovers of vanity and iniquity 
which they recite, fall upon their own heads : pretending to 
pray they rather mock God, becaufe they have not the inte- 
Hour fpirit of prayer. St. Auftin being penetrated with com- 
punclion and love, found thefe divine hymns fweetwith heavenly 
honey, and di {'covered in every word a facred light; in reading 
them he way all on fire, and found not what to do to cure 
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thole that were fpiritually deaf and dead, one of whom he had 
been ; like the Pfalmift he pined: away with zeal^. earncflly de- 
firing to fee thofe that are enemies of their own fouls, and of 
the divine truth, open their eyes and their hearts to behold its 
pure light, and to tafte its incomparable fweetnefs. About this 
time he happened one day to be violently afflicted with the 
toothacb, which hourly increased, and grew fo infupportable 
that he was not abJe to fpeak : whereupon by writing in wax 
he defired his friends there prefent to join in prayer for him to 
the God of all manner of health, fpirkua) and corporal. He 
knelt down to prayer with them : and as fvon as they began to 
make their humble addrefles to God, the pain wonderfully 
ceafed. He was much amazed at this extraordinary mani- 
feftation of the divine power and goodnefs, and greatly con- 
firmed in his hope that God whofe beck all things obey, and 
who is able at once to. raife us from the deepefr. mifery, would 
wafh away the guilt of all his fins in the laver of baptifm, in 
which he was fhortly to be immerfed (60). 

The time being come when St. Aultin was to enter his name 
among the Compctetitcs, in order to prepare himfelf for baptifm, 
he came to Milan in the beginning of Lent in 387. He cer- 
tainly was not behind hand in fervour to St. Alipius, who, as 
our faint tells us, difpofcd himfelf to receive this facrament with 
extraordinary devotion, and fubdued his body with great refo- 
iution, walking barefoot during winter, which is very cold in 
that part of Italy near the Alps, efpecially if we compare it to 
Africa (61). St. Auftin was baptized by St. Ambrofe on Eafter- 
eve in 387, together with Alipius and his Ton Adeodatus, who was 
about fifteen }cars of age. Our faint had no fooner received the 
facrament of regeneration but he found himfelf freed from all 
anxiety concerning his part life. Nor was he ever fatiated with 
the wonderful fwcetnefs he enjoyed in confidering the depth of 
the divine counfcls concerning the falvation of man. He was. 
much moved, and wept exceedingly in hearing the pfalms and 
facred -hymns fung in the churches (62), and God fomctimcs 
admitted him into a very uncommon alTcclion of devotion and 
communicated to him much inter tow; fpiritual fwcetnefs 
ife was at Milan when the relicts of SS. Gcrvafius and Pro- 
tafiiis were dilcovcrcd, and was witnefs to certain miracles 
that were wrought on perform touching them (64). Soon after 
this, defiling to devote himfelf entirely to the divine fur vice in 
a .life of folitudc, he rcfolvcd to return into Africa, Accord- 
ingly 

(60) Conf. I. 0. c. 4. (61) Conf. 1 9 c. 6. (62) Conf. 

. 9. c. 6, & 7. J. 10. c. 33. (03) L. io. c. 40. (6.j) JL. 9. 
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ingly he went, on his way thither, from Milan to Rome, to- 
gether with his mother and feveral of his friends, where thejr 
continued from the month of April to the September following. 
Going thence to Oftra with an intention to embark there., he 
Joft St. Monica, who died in that feaport before the 13th of 
November in 387. Upon this accident Auftin went back to 
Rome, and ftaid there till the following year(s). He landed 
at Carthage about September in 388, and there lodged for fome 
time in the houfe of a virtuous lawyer named Innocent, and 
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(j) He began feveral \tforks at 
R®me which he *finifhed in 
Africa, as his dialogue with his 
ion Adeodaius, On the Mafter^ to 
demonitrate Chrift. alone to be 
the true interiour matter of hea- 
venly wifdom : in which work 
he allures us the arguments which 
he puts in the mouth of Adeo- 
datus were his own, who was 
then only in his flxteenth year: 
His dialogue, On Mufick, con- 
tains fix books, of which the 
rive firft that he began at Mi- 
lan cannot be underftood with- 
out much ttudy : they treat of 
the companion and proportions, 
which poetical harmony and 
founds bear with the order of 
virtue : the fixth, which he calls 
the fruit of all the reft, teaches 
youth to raife their mind from 
changeable numbers to the un- 
changeable truth, which is God. 

In his book, On the Quantity of 

the Sou/, he anfwers feveral que- 
stions concerning the preroga- 
tives of the human foul, and 
fhews that extenfion and in- 
creafc cannot be afcribed to it 
in any other than a metaphori- 
cal fenfe. 

Our holy doctor, who had been 
involved in the errours of the 
Manichees, now became the 
champion of truth again It them. 
He began at Rome his three 
books, On Vrce-Will, in which 



he demonflrates acrainft them 
that article of faith ; though, as 
if he had forefcen the Pelagian 
herefy, he teaches that the good 
ufe of freewill is only from God, 
and an effect of his grace (I. 2. 
c. 19. n. 50. c, 20. n. 50. Retract; 
1. 1. c. 9. n. 5.). His chief de- 
fign in this work is to prove that 
the will of the creature is the 
only caufe of fin, and he treats 
of original fin and its effects. In 

his book, On the Manners of the 

Church, he fhews, again ft the 
flanders of the Manichees, the 
fanctity of her doctrine and mo- 
rals : he produces feveral prece- 
dents of holy men, fetting forth 
the examples of many monks and 
nuns who having fevered them- 
felves from the world, fpend 
their lives in conflant abftinence 
and in cxercifes of piety ; alio 
of many holy prelates and 
priefts who keep themfelves pure; 
in the midll of a corrupt age ; 
and laftly of an infinite number 
of lay-chriilians who lead molt 
exemplary lives. He fays that 
though there are fome fupcrtti- 
tious or wicked perfons in the 
church, thefe /lie reproves and 
inftructs. In another boolc called, 
On the Manner* rf the Mantcht ff , 
he fets forth the hypocrify, im- 
piety and liccntioulm-fs o! thole 
hereticlcs, and the falflmod of 

the boallcd chullity and aullcrity of 

the it 
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was witnefs to his miraculous cure of a dangerous fiftula, whilft 
the beft furgeons of Carthage and Alexandria were preparing to 
perform a dangerous incifion ; a fin us which was deeper than 
the reft of the fore having efcaped feveral operations which he 
had already undergone. The patient prayed with many tears 
that God would mercifully prcferve him from this danger, and 
Saturninus, bi(hop of Uzalis, Auielius who was afterward bi- 
fhop of Carthage, and feveral other pious clergymen who often 
vifited him during his illnefs, and were then prefent, falling 
on their knees joined him in his devout prayer. St. Auftin was 
one of the company, and relates how the phyfieians coming 
the next day, he that was to perform the operation, took off the 
bandages, and to the aftoniftiment of all who had feen the 
wound before, found it entirely healed, and covered with a 
very firm fear (65). St. Auftin made a very fhort ftay at Car- 
thage, 

(6 ) S. Aug. de Civ. Dei I. 22. c. 18. 



their eledl. One of his bell 
works againft the Manichees is 
the elegant and excellent book, 
Oft the t>ut Religion, which he 
addrefTed to Romanian v% horn he 
had formerly engaged in that 
fec~t, who was his patron, and 
whofe fon Licentius was his be- 
loved difciple. This work is 
juftly admired by St. Paulinas ; 
it was the lail which St. Auftin 
wrote before he was advanced 
to the priefthood, and in it ap- 
pears how well he was already 
verled in the dodlrinc of our 
faith, and in the writings ot the 
fathers as well as in the heathen 
philofophers. He fhews that re- 
ligion which adores one God, 
and which teaches us to pay to 
!him the true worfhip which he 
requires, is the only thing that 
can lead us to truth, viitue and 
ihappinefs, and that this is only 
the t .ul". i'ck faith. He refutes 
idolatry. )ud;iifin and all here- 
fies, and PVi anient ifm in parti- 
cular, with itb doctrine of the 
evil principle, and of the Oiigin 
ot evil, u h:ch lie prove:, to Iprmg 
Jiom the malice and defect of 

ejeaturev. iie teacher tiuat lin 



is fo efTentially voluntary, that 
unlefs it be fo, it is not fin ; 
for othervvife all exhortations 
and corrections, and the very 
law of God itfelf would be ufe- 
lefs (c. 14.). As to his faying 
that miracles had then cea fed 
(c. 25.), this he afterwards cor- 
rected, adding that he meant 
the ordinary and frequent gifts 
of miraculous powers ; for, as 
he fays, even when he wrote 
this, he had feen fome miracle? 
performed at Milan (I. 1. Retract* 
c. 13.) He proves that both au- 
thority and reafon lead us to the 
catholick church, and infifts on 
the fandlity of its morals ; he 
mentions its innumerable martyr* 
and holy virgins, though fome 
bad livers are tolerated in it, 
who are like chaff mingled vvitli 
the corn on the barn-rloor: he 
clofes the work with an exhorta - 
tion to the practice of charity to- 
wards God and our neighbour ; 
to that of religion and of a] J 
other virtues, and infifU on the 
obligation of rcnoum ing the 
theatre, and all the criminal 

and vain part of the world. 
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thage, making all poflible hafte to retire to his houfe in the 
counfry, with certain devout friends. There he lived almoft 
three years entirely difengaged from all temporal concerns, 
ferving God in falling, prayer, good works, meditating upon 
his law day and night, and inflrucling others by his difcourfes 
and books (66). He fettled his paternal eftate on the church 
ofTagafte, only on condition that the bifhop fhould furni/h 
him a yearly ftipend out of it for his and his fon's maintenance 
among their religious brethren. All things were in common 
in their houfe, and were diftributed according to every one's 
neceilities, no one among them having the leaft thing at his 
own difpofal. St. Auftin referved nothing which he could call 
his own, having alienated the very houfe in which he lived. 
The religious Order of the Hermits of St. Auilin dates its foun- 
dation from this epoch, in 388 (/). When St. Auftin was or- 
dained 

(66) PofTid. c. 3, & 5. 



(0 This monaftick inftitute 
foon i pre ad over Africa, bur was 
extinguished there by the inva- 
fion of the Vandals. It was re- 
vived in Europe in feveral Con- 
gregations, which were all united 
in one Order by pope Alexander 
JV. in 1254, and its prefent 
conftitutions were compiled in 
J 287. The Order, of the Her- 
mits of St. Auitin at prefent con- 
hits of forty- two provinces, be- 
fides thofe called the Difcalecated, 
who go barefoot, and live in 
great auftcrity and recollection. 
The project of this reformed 
Congregation was fet on foot in 
1 c; 3 2, by K. Thomas of Jefus, a na- 
tive of Lifbon, and a ^rcat fervant 
of God> author of that excellent 
h 00 k » en t i 1 1 ed , The 6'// /fit ingt 

of CM/?, which he coinpofcd 
vvhilfl he was confined in a dun- 
geon in Moiocco: for he was 
rhofen by the young king Sebaf- 
tian to accompany him in his 
unfortunate expedition into Bar- 
hary, in which that good prince 
I'eriHied with the (loiter of I'oi- 
tu R ; d, in 1 578, in the twenty- 

idih year of his age, iightin 



againft Abdemelec, king of Fez 
and Morocco, who died of fick- 
nefs in his litter, during the fame 
battle. F. Thomas was taken 
prifoner, and fold to a JUorabur, 
or Mahometan monk, who at- 
tempted firlt by mildnefs, after- 
ward by confining him in a fright- 
ful prifon, and exercifing upon 
him daily molt cruel torments, 
to bring him over to his fuperfti- 
tion. He was delivered out of 
the hands of this inhuman malter 
by the ambaiTadour of king Hen- 
ry, formerly cardinal, and the: 
holy man's great patron. But 
the money which was {cnt him 
by his filter the countefs of Li- 
nares, and by the kings Henry 
and Philip 11. for his own nie, 
he caufed to be employed in ran- 
foming other ilaves, and chofe 
to (lay, though no longer a pri- 
foner, at the Sagena, or prifon, 
where were detained above two 
ihoufand Chriilian flaves of dif- 
ferent nations, whom he never 
eealed to comfoit and ailill wirh 
lieavenly exhortations, and the 
/unctions of hi;; facred minillry. 

He brought back to the faith. 

many 
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dained prieft, and removed to Hippo, many of his religious 
brethren followed him thither, and with the afliftance of his 
bifhop Valerius, he founded there a new monaftery, the monks 
of which St. Paulinus faluted when he wrote to our faint in 394. 
Out of it came forth nine eminent bifhops, who by their learn- 
and the &n£tity of their manners, were fo many bright 

orna- 



many apoflates of note, and en- 
couraged them to fuffer a glo- 
rious martyrdom. Having fpent 
four years in captivity, in the 
conftant exercife of the moli he- 
roick virtues, efpecialJy charity, 
prayer, patience, penance, and 
mortification, he died the death 
of the faints, on the feventeenth 
of April, 1582. He had fuffered 
great contradiction in his own 
Order, by endeavouring to in- 
troduce his reformation ; but this 
got ground upon his plan after 
his happy death. (See F. Al- 
leaume, Helyot, and the laft 
edition of Morery) Of the re- 
formed Aurtin Friars, or Her- 
mits, there are, at prefent, five 
uovinces in Spain, and three in 

France and Italy. The inftitu'e 
of the hermits is more fevere than 
the other ; they are governed by 
two different vicars general. Pope 
Pius V. in 1 567, declared the 
Aurtin Friars one of the Mendi- 
cant Orders. It cannot be doubt- 
ed but St. Aurtin inftituted ma- 
nual labour in his monaftery, 
fince about the year 400, he wrote 
;i book J On the Labour of Monks % 
to prove this obligation in a pe- 
nitential monafticlc Hate (T. 6. 
p. 475. Sec Fleury, 1. 20, c. 34.). 
Jiut he allowed ufeful fludics 
and fpiritual functions inrtead of 
manual labour in thofe who are 
qualified for them, or called to 
the minillry of the altar, af> is 
evident from his own fludics and 
thofe of many of his collogues, 
whilfl he lived according to his 
fir II inflkutc, before he was ad- 
vanced to tfic cpifcopal dignity, 



or eftablifhed the Regular Ca- 
nons, who were applied folely to 
the fpiritual functions of the mi- 
niftry. The Regular Canons and 
Canonefles of St. Aurtin had in 
England, before the fuppreflion 
of monartenes, one hundred and 
fifteen mon arteries ; the Auftn 
friars thirty two. See bp. Tan- 
ner's Notitia M.najlica in Prof. 

St. Aurtin was no fooner con- 
fecrated bifhop, but being obliged 
to live with his clergy in the city, 
he formed them into a regular 
community, in which every one 
was obliged to give what he was 
pollened of to the poor, or to 
throw it into the common ltock 
of the houfe, out of which the 
provort, who was chofen yearly, 
diftnbuted to every one what was 
neceffary. St. urtin always re- 
filled legacies left to his ciiurch, 
to the prejudice of children or 
heirs i though he exhorted all 
perfons to reckon Chrift as one 
among their children, and to rc- 
ferve a portion for him in his 
poor. It any one defertcd this 
flatc after he had embraced it, 
he was punifhed as an aportate, 
and guilty of breaking his vow. 
(See St. Auflin, Serm. 355,356* 
two difcourfes, On the lift and 
manner $ of the Clerk 1 , T. 5. a Kb 

Poffidius) This is the original 
of the Regular Canons of St.' An- 
llin, a diitincl Older from that of 
his Hermits. Confult on this 
Order of Canons of St. Aurtin 
the Mauri fl Monks in the excel- 
lent new Gallia CbriJUatm T. 7: 
p. 776, 787, 790. 
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ornaments of the church of Africa, namely, St. Alipius of Ta- 
gafte, St. Evodius of Uzalis, St. PofHdius of Calama, Prpfutu- 
rus and Fortunatus of Cirtha, Severus of Milevis, Urbanus of 
Sicca, Boniface and Peregrinus. St. Auftin inftituted a nun- 
nery of his Order, after he was promoted to the epifcopal dig- 
nity ; and his fitter, who renounced the world in her widow- 
hood, was chofcu the firft abbefs. After her death, Fdicitas, 
the oldeft amongft the nuns, was pitched upon to fucceed her: 
but fome demanding another perfon for their fupcriour, a divi- 
fion happened among them, which St. Auftin ftifled in its birth, 
by two letters add relied to Feiicitas, Rufticus (the pricft who 
ailified the community) and all the nuns (67), whom he 
ftrongly exhorted to union, perfect regularity, fading, pub- 
lick prayer, ftridt religious poverty, and ready obedience to 
the abbefs, and to the prieit. In the fecond letter (68) he 
laid down a regular body of monaftick rules, which is adopted 
alio by the men who regard him as the founder of their Or- 
ders, both the Hermits and the Regular Canons, though 
each have added to it many particular conftitutions. That it 
was received alfo by the religious men foon after the death of 
Sr. Auftin, appears by the rule of Tarnate, and by that of €t. 
Caifariusj in both which it is inferted, and by a manufcript copy 
at Corbie, above a thoufand years old. The holy founder Jays 
down the ftriclerf. rules of poverty, obedience, and modefry : 
he orders that no one ever ftedfaftly fix her eyes upon another^ 
even of the fame fcx, this being a mark of immodefty and im- 
pudence ; and he will have this fault to be always feverely chaf- 
tifed, though with more miidnefs, when the perfon guilty is 
her own voluntary accufcr. He recommends, above all things, 
perfect humility ; tc for," as he fays, cc pride lies in wait about 
cc our good works, to deftroy them. And what docs it avail 
" to give our riches to the poor, and become poor ourfclves 5 
" if the miferable foul becomes prouder by contemning wealthy 
" than {he was before by poffefling it?" During the faint's re- 
tirement, his ingenious fon Adeodatus, in the fervour of the 
facrifice he had made of himfelr' to God, palled to a better life. 
St. Aiiflin applied himfelf to pious meditation, and the ftudy 
of the facred writings. Though in his youth, whilfr. his ears 
could only bear the Ciceronian purity and elegance of the Latin 
tongue, and his mind was captivated and led away by the 
world and errour, lie was alienated from reading the holy fcrip- 
t aes by a teeming meannefs of the flyle; yet, when he began 
tu be more convert'ant in them, and his judgment was riper, he 
co.'dWled his. mi flake. He acknowledges, in his books, Of the 
ythtn Do£ltine y that the prophets, and St. Paul, furpafs in 

deep 

(o 7 ) Hp, 210, %\ r . (68) Ep olim. 109 nunc cd. J3cn. an. 
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deep fenfc every thing that is fnblime in the Heathen oratours, 
that this apoftle is nioft powerfully perfuafive, and that the tor- 
rent of his eloquence muft be perceived by the moft un attentive 
reader. He obferves this difFerence between him and the great- 
ell profane oratours, that they ftudied the ornaments of elo- 
quence, whereas his wifdom never fought after thern, but they 
offered themfelves, and naturally followed his wifdom. Where 
he rejects worldly oratory, and declares, that his preaching is 
not founded upon the perfuafive language of human wifdom and 
learning (69), this he docs with a noble fimplicity, in which 
there is a more true fublime than in the higheft flrokes of 
art (u). 

St. Auftin had enjoyed his folitude near Tagafle almoft three 
years, when a perfon or confideration and probity, one of the 
emperour's agents at Hippo Regius, a maritime town not far 
from Tagafle, defired very much to converfe with him at lei- 
sure about the Mate of his foul. The faint carefully avoided 
going to any cities, in which the fees were vacant, for fear of 
being chofen to the epifcopal dignity - 9 but there being then a bi- 
fhop at Hippo, he went thither on this occafion without fufpccl- 
ing any danger. Valerius, bifliop of that city, had mentioned to 
his people the neceflity of ordaining a prieft for the fervicc of his 
church. One day, when St. Auftin was come into the church, 
they laid hands on him, and prefented him to Valerius, de- 
firing, with great earncfrnefs and loud cries, that he might be 
forthwith ordained prieft. St. Auftin burft into tears, confi- 
dering the great dangers that threatened him in that charge ; 
but was obliged in the end to acquiefee, and was ordained prieft 
about the end of the year 390, The diforders of his youth 

would 

(69) 1 Cor. xi. 4.) 



(a) Though the noble fimpli- 
city, energy, ftrength, dignity, 
and juilndii of the facrcd iiyle in 
theinfpired writer.', he inimitable, 
their language is uiat of the age 
and countries where they lived : 
nor are we in this to expect the 
/Ucick purity iiiul diction, as St. 
Auftin obferved. Of ihLi we are 
not to pals a judgment. J 10111 Ionic 
detached periods, a;; Mr. Ulack- 
has done, but from a full 
view of the whole context'. It 
is recorded by {om<- modem hil- 

torians, to have been a i.ij ing 



of ;-'»t Auftin, that among tem- 
poral things, three would have 
chiefly given him delight, viz. 
to have feen ancient Rome in its 
glory, to iiave heard 'Ailly 
haranguing, and, chiefly Paul 
preaching, and animal ing hi'J 
iubliine fentiments and the 
divine truths with the ardour 
of his enraptured foul, the thun- 
der of Ids moil powerful elo- 
quence, and the trantpmiing fire 
of his countenance. Rjmam tri- 
uffiphntitt tri, fulliurn pvt oraHti'lit it 

Pun! urn [nwdUiintHM . 
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would have been a perpetual difqualification or irregularity, had 
they happened after his baptifm : but from that time he was 
become a new man, and was then more confpicuous for his 
piety than for his great learning. Our new pricff. being reco- 
vered from his furprife, employed his friends to beg of Valerius 
fome refpite, in order to prepare himfelf in folitude for the 
exercife of his charge. He made the fame requeft himfelf, by 
an excellent letter, which tacitly condemns the prefumptiort 
and rafhnefs of thole who, without a holy dread, intrude them- 
felves into the miniftry. He puts his bifhop in mind, that, 
<c 7'here is nothing in the world more eafy or agreeable than 
cc the office of a bifhop, prieft, or deacon, if it be performed 
u in a flight, carelefs, and complying manner ; but nothing; 
* £ is more miferable in itfelf, or more criminal and unjuft in 
* c the fight of God. On the other fide, nothing in this life is 
cc more difficult, laborious, or dangerous than this office ; but 
cc nothing more blcfTed in the fight of God, if it be discharged 
iC in the manner our Great .Leader commandeth." He fays, 
that though he was formerly perfuaded of this truth, he now 
felt it much more than he had imagined at a di fiance, and he 
feared that the Lord had called him into a tempeftuous fea to 
correct him, and to chaftife his fins (zu). tc O my father Va- 
sc lerius," faid he, " do you command me then to pcrifh ? 
" Where is your charity ? Do you love me i 3 Do you love your 
u church ? I am fare you love both me and your church. . . 
<c Many things are wanting to me for the difcharge of this em- 
u ployment, which are not to be attained, but as our Lord 
cc directs us, by afking, feeking, and knocking ; that is, by 
<c praying, reading, and weeping.'' Valerius feems to have 
granted him this refpite till the following Barter 5 for his firft fer- 
mons coincide with that time. This prelate, who was a Gre- 
cian, and had, moreover, an impediment in fpeaking, appoint- 
ed St. Auftin to preach to the people in his own prefence, aft 
was cuftomary for bifhops to do in the Kail, but, till that rime, 
was unufual in the Wert. However, Valerius continued 
to preach fomctimes himfelf. Auftin defiling to live Hill in ?t 
monaftery, Valerius c;ave him his own gardens, which were 
contiguous to the church, where the citizens built him a houfc 
lor his monks. '"J 'his is not to be confounded with the regular 
community of clerks, which, after he was bifhop, lie cllabli/hed 
in his epifcopal palace. Knowing that the initruiition of the 
flock was the principal duty of the pa floral charge, he, from 



(iv) Ponder c peccntorutn tneorwx. . . Jukei ut /> e >■ t a m , V«i(r I alai ■'' 
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that time, never interrupted the courfe of his fermons till hi? 
death. We have near four hundred extant, though fevera] 
were not wrote by him, but copied by others, as he delivered 
them (70). They are not regular orations, compofed of all 
their parts 5 but familiar difcourfes, fpoken without much pre- 
paration. In them he barely propofed the truth with agreeable 
expreflions, and imprefles it with fome fmart thoughts. This 
kind of eloquence is much inferiour to that of the Greek fathers 
of the fame age; but it agreed with the genius of his hearers j 
who received fuch difcourfes with great acclamations and ap- 
plaufe, and were frequently moved by them to tears (71). 

St. Auftin perfectly underftood all the elTential rules of elo- 
quence. Inftrudting facred oratours, he tells us (72), that a 
difcourfe muft be fimple and natural : that art muft not appear 
in it, and that if it be too fine and elaborate, it puts the hearcis 
upon their guard. He fpeaks very well of the neceflity of being 
plain and familiar, though every thing that is faid fhould have 
a fuitable dignity, efpecially when religion is the fubject. He 
diflinguifh.es three kinds of fpeaking, Jubmijfively in an humble 
familiar way : ?nildly* in an engaging, foft, infinnuating man- 
ner, to make people love the truth ; and nobly y in a lofty, 
vehement {train, when we would captivate men, and refcue 
them from the dominion of their paflions (a-). This fublime 
kind he would have rather full of the moft pathettck emotions, 
than florid or adorned with embellifhments of fpeech. But a 
fpeaker who follows the impulfe of his thoughts, fhidies no 
beauties of elocution, though he naturally ufes fuch as rife from 
the fubjeft itfelf (y). Though the Latin tongue, in his age, 
was not of the Auguftan ftandard, all impartial judges muft al- 
low that he had a great talent for perfuafion. He writes with 
infinite penetration, is full of noble notions and fentiments, and 
cxprefles himfelf in a pathetick infinuating manner. He knew 
the heart of man entirely well, and reafoned generally with ^reat 
force. He indeed often, in his moral difcourfes, takes paflages 
of the fcripturc in an allegorical fenfe, which is always arbitra- 
ry 

(70) See Poflid. c. 7. 9. 31. Ccillier, T. 11. p. 425. 

(71) L. 4. de Doctr. Chrill. c. 24. (72) I'b. 1. 2. 

(at) SuhmiJJi — temperate — granditer. De Doftr. Chr. 1. 4. Sec 
Gibcrt. Jugemcnt. de Scavans. T. 2. Tit. S. Auguftin. 

(y) St. AuRin beautifies his words, to which his quick, lively 
fermons with fcarce any other imagination inclined him, an<i 
figures than interrogations, and- which were bell iclHhed by the I 

thefts, and jingling quibbles of Africans in that age. Hut he I 

chec !•.">; I 
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ry 9 and rather ferves for iJluftration than for proof : in which 
he followed On gen, the Therapeuts, and latter Jews. On 
this account the difcourfes of St. Chryfoftom, and the com- 
ments of St. Jerom, are, in general, more ufeful, as to the 
application of the facred writings in the genuine literal 
fenfe. St. Auftin fell into allegorical interpretations by ex- 
ample, and for the opportunity of introducing fuch moral 
inftru&ions as he judged moii neceflary for his people- 
As for certain fafhionable defects of eloquence in his time, this 
great man was fenfible or them, but, having higher views than 
the common rules of rhetorick, he conformed himfelf to the 
prevailing tafte of the age he lived in, that he might the better 
infinuate the truths of religion into the minds of the people, by 
engaging them to hear the word of God with pleafure (z) > and 
in his difcourfes, though popular, he is always fublime. Fe- 
nelon mentions two inftances to mew the wonderful influence 
which his pathetick eloquence had upon the minds of the peo- 
ple; an influence which appears more wonderful than Cicero's 
victory over the determined refolution and indignation of C?e- 
far, and which the mod: florid difcourfes would never have 
had, how much foever they had pleafed the ears, and excited 
the applaufe and admiration of his audience. The firft is re- 
lated by the faint himfelf in a letter to his friend Ah'pius. The 
cuftom of celebrating the Agapa?, or love-feafls, in the churches 
themfelves, or in the cemeteries, upon the graves of the mar- 
tyrs, or others, and this often with intemperance, was an abufe 
which St. Auftin, by a ftrenuous letter, exhorted Aurclius, 
archbifhop of Carthage, to procure to be extirpated by an order 
of a council (73). The people at Hippo would not be re- 
flrained from thefe riotous rejoicings on feflivals, which they 
pretended to juftify by the authority of their anceftors. St. Au- 
ftin, who was then prieft at Hippo, read to them the molt ve- 
hement threats and reproaches of the prophets. Then he ear- 
neftly befought his hearers, <c by the ignominies arid forroivs, 
" by the crofs, by the blood of Chrift, not to deftroy them- 
<£ felvcs : to have pity on him who fpokc to them with fo much 
€C affection, and to fhew fome regard to their venerable old 
u biihop,who, out of tendernefs for them, had commanded him 

« to 

(73) S. Aug. ep. 22. ol. 64. 

shocked the turns of his fancy he knew very well how to ex- 

by the ingenious fimplicity of his preli; 10 others the ilrong icnlc 

pious affecting fen ti 111 eim, which he had of it. 

make his dileomfc every where Mtliui tji 1st kos rtprtbtn* 

tender and pcriualivc All his dunt yr^mmutui . quum at n 0 n ///• 
woiks plainly (hew how full his ttUi\< s ant po/wi:. S. Aii£. Jui.u. jm 

foul was ol" the Jove of God, and Vi\ "138. 
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cc to inftrucT: them in the truth. I did not make them weep," 
fays he, " by firft weeping over them : but while I preached, 
*'* their tears prevented mine. I own that then I could not re- 
c( ftrain myfelf. After we had wept together, I began to en- 
<c tertain great hopes of their amendment (74)." He had the 
fatisfa£tion of feeing his people reformed from that very day. 
The other example is frill more remarkable, and the account of 
it we have alfo from the faint (75). If was a barbarous cuftom 
at Caefarea in Mauritania, (now called Tenez, a town fub- 
jeSt to the Dey of Algiers) for relations, brothers, fathers, 
and fons, being divided into two parties, to fight publickly 
with throwing ftones at one another, for feveral days, at a 
certain time of the year. This combat was a fpedtade with 
which the people were extremely delighted, and to draw them 
from it was judged a very difficult enterprife. <c According to 
the utmoft of my abilities," fays St. Auftin, <c I ufed the moll 
cc pathetick expreffions to extirpate fuch a cruel inveterate 
cc cuftom from their minds and manners. I thought I had 
<c done nothing, while I only heard their acclamations, and 
« c raifed their delight and admiration. They were not perfuadcd 
« c fo long as they could amufe themfelves with giving applaufe 
<c to the difcourfe which they heard. But their tears gave me 
<c fome hopes, and declared that their minds were changed. 
c6 When I faw them weep, I believed this horrible cuftom 
<c would be abolifhed, . . It is now eight years ago, and upwards, 
€c and by the grace of God they have been retrained from 
ct attempting any fuch practice." In the fermons which fill the 
fifth tome of his works, this father inculcates chiefly afliduous 
meditation on the laffc things ■> for, cc If the Lord's day, (or la ft 
cc judgment) may be at feme diftance, is thy day (or death) 
<c afar off? (70) " He enforces the neceifity of doing penance; 
<c For fin mult be punifhed either by the penitent finncr, 
tc or by God his avenging judge (77); and God, who has pro- 
cc mi fed pardon to the penitent finncr, has no where prom i fed 
* c htm who delays his convcrfion, a to-morrow to do penance 
* c in (78)." He frequently ipeaks of the obligation and advan- 
tages of almfllccds, and takes notice, that the ncglecl of this pre- 
cept is the caufe of the damnation of the greatefl number that 
per ill), feeing Chrilt mentions only this crime in the fentence 

both ut the elect and the reprobate at the lait day (79)* He 

often 

(74) S. Aug. ep. 29. ad Alip. T. 2. 4. 48. (?<;) L. 4. dc 

Doclr. Chrift. c. 2.j. (76) Scrm. 17. c. 1. (77) Serin. 10, 
Scrni. 351. n. 7. p. 1357. Item. Knar. 1. in Pf. 58. n. 13. T« 

p. 565. (753) Scrm. 39. (77) Sum. Co, 
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often mentions purgatory, and ftrongly recommends prayer antf 
facrifices for the repofe of the faithful departed (80). He fpeaks 
of holy images of St. Stephen (81), of Chrifr. and S3. Peter 
and Paul (82), of Abraham facrificing his fon (83); aifo of 
the refpedt due to the fign of the crofs (84). He relates mi- 
racles wrought by it (85), and by the reiicks of martyrs (86). 
He often fpeaks of the honour due to the martyrs txs in morn 
of his iixty-nine /ermons, On the Saints (87), but he remarks 
that we build altars, and offer facrifices to God alone, not to 
any martyrs. He addrefles himfelf to St; Cyprian (oS) and 
other martyrs, to implore their interceffion. " All the martyrs, 
44 fays he, that are with Chrift intercede for us. Their prayers 
" never ceafe fo long as we continue our fighs (89)." Sr. Au- 
ftin preached always in Latin, though arrojig the peafants of 
the country in certain parts of his diocefs, lome under {food 
only the Punick tongue, whom he found it difficult to fur- 
nifh with priefls (90). To his fermons may alio be reduced 
the greater!, part of his comments on the holy fcripture (y). 
St. Auftin preached conftantly, fomctimes every day, and 

Vol. III. Y y ibme- 

(80) Serin, 172. Enar. in Pf. xxxvii. n. 3. p. 295. Enchir. c. 69 
&110. 1. de cura pro mortuis c. 1. n. 3. c. 4. n. 6. 11. tz. De 
Civ. Dei 1. 21. c. 24, &c. (81) Serm. 316. n. 5. (82) L- 1. 
de Confens. Evan. c. 10, 11. T. 3. p. 8. (83) L. 22. contra 
Fauft. c. 73. (84) Serm. 88. c. 9. Tr. 117 in Joan. n. 3. Enar. 
in Pf. liv. n, 12. (8>) L. 22. de Civ. Dei. c. 8. n. 3. (86) Serin. 
218, 317, 3 19. I. 22- de Civ. Dei c. 8. L. 20. contra Fault, c. 21 , 
&c. (87) L. 7. de Baptifm. n. 1. (38) Enar. in Pf. Ixxxv. 
n. Z4. (89) S. Aug. ep. 84. p. 207. T. 2. (90) Serm. 42. 
T. 5. 



St. Auilin wrote in 393, in 
two books, an expoiition of The 

Sermon cf cur Lord on the Mount '• 

Mat. v. vi. vii. in which is 
tomprifed the perfection of the 
divine precepts which form the 
true Chriitian fpiric. This work 
contains many ufeful JefTons of 
virtue, efpecially againfl rnfh 
judgment. The holy father in 
the fecond book explains the 
Lord's Prayer. I-Jis one hun- 
dred and twenty -four Tracts on 
the gofpel of St. John were be- 
gun by him in 4 10, and are ho- 
milieu which he preached eveiy 

day oi the week. In them he 



often confutes tlie ytrians, Ma- 
nichees, Donatiits and Pelagi- 
ans. He fliews the JDonatills 
that t lie i r fufferings of which 
they bo a lied, could never avail 
them, much lefs procure the 
glory of martyrs, becaufe they 
iuflcrcd not for Chriil, heinu out 
of his church, and deltitu:e c f 
charity (Tr. 6. in Joan ). Ik- 
excellently inculcate- the ;>rirvou* 
evil of the leall venial fin which 
i.* deliberately com miacd, and 
cafily multiplied [ Tr. 1. S: i i, 
12. n. 14), and the fruit and. 
advantages of divine 1 1 > v * * . ihtf 
proof of vvhisih ^ lite uio . 'suw- 
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fometimes twice on the fame day. He did not defift even when 
he was fo weak as to be fcarce able to fpeak : but he feemed 

to 



ful obfervance of the divine com- 
mandments (Tr. 83, S3.). Jn 
his ten tracts on the fir ft eptil.e of 
St. John he draws at length the 
porti aicure of divine charity, and 
reco' mends (Tr. 9.) the necef- 
fary fear of God's judgments 
which paves the way to love in 
a foul. St Auflin was only 
prieft when he wrote, in 594, 
his Expo fit ion of Sr. PuuVs Epiftle 
to the Galuiians, in which among 
other precepts be lay; down di- 
rect rules of charity to be ob- 
served in correcting others, par- 
ticularly that it be always done 
out of a pure motive of charity, 
and that this be made appear to 
him who is corrected. About 
the fame time he compofed his 
Expi!i::o>2 or" ieveral pa'fages in 
the epiftle to the Romans, in an- 
fwer to difficulties propofed to 
him: alfo, The B ginning of an 
Expcjl:kn upon the Epi/iJe to the 
Roman., which he never finifhed, 
being deterred by the length and 
difficulty of the talk. His Er.ar- 
rationt or Difcourfes on :bt P/a/ms, 
which he frnflied in .115, take 
up the fourth tome 01 his works. 
He profeiTcs firft to explain the 
literal feme, but adapts it almoir. 
always :o Chriis and his church, 
and then juves c iv an expofi- 
tion that is fpiiiruai or moral : 
after this, by allufions or alle- 
gories he draws fome mural in- 
itruc~tion very profitable to the 
people This work is too much un- 
dervalued by Beaufobre : though 
it h not fo much a literal cxpo- 
fiti-jn of the Plalteras a collection 
of Chrillian maxims and rules of 
piety, which the author ufually 



enforces in a pathetick manner, 
efpecially on penance, divine 
love, contempt of the world and 
prayer (on which fee Enar. in 
Pf. xxx.). St. Fulgentius owed 
his converilon to the reading of 
St. Auftin's difcourfe on the 36th 
pfalm, where he treats on the 
laft judgment, &c. In thefe dif- 
courfes he often fpeaks of the 
obligation of giving alms, for 
which he exhorts every one to 
fet apart every tenth penny out ct 
his revenues or gains (Enar. in 
Pf. 128). He frequently repeat 
what the reft of the fathers in- 
culcate, that all pofTefhons which 
are fuperfluous, belong by right 
to the poor (in Pf. cxlvii, &c\ 
He complains that many meafure 
their pretended necefuties by the 
demands of luxury, vanity, price 
and extravagance, and helVys: 
" VVe lhall have many things 
" fuperfluous, if we content our- 

" felves with necelTaries : but if 
" we liiten to vanity, nothing 
*• will be enough. Seek wh«: 
" fufnees for the work of God, 
" not what inordinate paflion: 
" crave (in Pf cxlvii. n. 12. p. 
«< 1658. T. 4.). Vou fay, yea 
" have children. Count one 
" more in your family. Give 
" fomething to Chrifl" (in H 
xxxviii. F. A. p. 3 1 3V " Some 
" lay up for their children, and 
•* thefe for their children, and 
" even for great-grandchildren. 
" But what do they fet apart fcr 
" Chrift ? what for their own 
<l fouls ? Among the children 
'* which they have on earth, let 
" them count one brother whom 

,( they have in heaven, be; 

" thctr. 
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to gather firength in preaching, and his ardour for the falva- 
tion of fouls made him forget the pains of ficknefs (91). 

Y y 2 Wherever 

(9 1 J Serm. 42. T. $. 



4t them afford him a fhare, to 
« ( whom they owe ail" (in Pf. 

lxxxviii. n. 14 p. 433-)- St. 
Auitin wrote certain other books 
on the fcripturc not by way of 
iermons. The fir 11 which iie 
compofed after his return into 
Africa was, /tin imperfect /*coi upon 
Genefis, in which he explains the 
hiilory of the creation againlt 
the Manichees, and Ihews the 
origin of fin to be not from 
God, bat from the malice of tiie 
creature, and the abufe which it 
makes of freewill. The dif- 
tinction he here makes of four 
fenfes of the holy fcripturc is 
famous ; the hijhrical which 
takes place in relating matters of 
fact ; the allegorical which ex- 
plains what is fpoken by figures : 
the analogical which compares 
together the Old and New Teita- 
ment, and refers the firit to the 
latter; and the etiological, which 
points out the reafons of the 
actions and difcouries related in 
the fcripturcs. Some moderns 
aud the anagooical fenfe by which 
the facred text is applied to the 
kingdom of heaven, to which it 
conduces us. St. Aultin in his 
twelve books, Upon Gewjts ac- 
cording to the lette> t which he be- 
gun in 401, when he w.is bi Hi op, 
purfues the fame method as m 
the foregoing work, in expound- 
ing the hiliory of the creation a- 
gnniit the iVJanichee^ ; hut ilarts 
many difficulties which lie leaves 
:or a farther dilcuuion. I in Je- 
- ( n book.;, On the parlictdttr iva\s 
of Spni/j in the feven jirfl book? of 

the Old I VJlament, aie aiilwcm 



to feveral difficult queftions on 
the Pentateuch, ?.nd the books 
of Jofue and Judges This is 
a curious and learned work, full 
of judicious remarks, in ,vh;ch 
he adheres clofe to the literal 
fenfe. His Notes up?n fob are 
fhort hinti which he wrote in 
the margin o; the facred text, 
and are a key to a literal expofi- 
tion, discovering ufeJul notions 
which rriiy be farther improved. 
The Speculum or Lwlun -gUifs 
taken out of the Scripture is a col- 
lection of paiTages for the direc- 
tion of maneri, compiled in 427. 
Plis Harmony or book On the 

Jtgrcement of the K'VJrgt/fts was 

compofed in four books nboue 
the year 399. His two books, 
Of 0?u eft ions on the Gi/pe/: are of 

the fame date, and contain the 
an Avers to forty -ieven difficulties 
propounded to him on the gof- 
pel of St. Matthew, and to hfly - 
one on that of St. Luke. Thefo 
comments on fev<,-ral parts of the 
Old and New Teftament make 
up the two parts of the third 
tome or this father's work* in 
the Benedictine edition ; aud to 
them are piefixcd his four books p 
O't the Cb>:Jttan l)otlrin* t begun 

by him in yjy . In the fnh: book. 

he lavi down gene;al p;ine:p!e^ 
for the ftudy of the huly f.np- 
tares, lur the under liaudm^ of 
which he n-mnrcs unfeigned 
faith, and /mcero charily. In 
the Jecond he lav'^ thai the de- 
g!"e-. r-y which we may ;:ttam 
to the perfect k no v. ledge <>{ true 
wildom .i'e, l!ic fear ajI GoJ, 
piety, k'i'j vvi>.-ge, courage, cuim- 
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Wherever he went even in the diocefTes of other bifiiops, he 
was conftantly required to feed the people with the bread of 

life, 



fel, and purity of heart. He fums 
up the canonical books of fcrip- 
tt;re ; and among the tranflations 
thereof prefers the ancient La- 
tin, as being the moll literal and 
clcaicll ; and among the Greek 
verrions he adheres to the Septua- 
gint. In the third book he gives 
rules for dillinguifliing the ienfes 
of the lacred text, efpecially the 
proper or literal from the figu- 
rative. In the fourth, which he 
added in the year 426, he fays, 
that as the icriptures are to be 
expounded by preachers for the 
inftruclion of others, he advifes 
that, in the fir ft place, they pre- 
pare ihemfelves for this function 
by prayer, and that their lives 
be anfwerable to their fermons. 

'I he lixth tome of St. Au- 
Hin's works comprifes his dogma- 
tical books upon feveral points 
of morality and difcipline. His 
book of Eighty three £>u eft ions 
contains his refolutions of as 
many difficulties upon different 
fubjccls on which lie had been 
confuitud Simplician had no 
fooner Succeeded St. Ambrofe, 
who died on ihe 4th of April in 
397, but he propounded to St. Au- 
ilin certain difficulties concerning 
the text of Sc. Paul's epiftle to 
the llomans relating to predefti- 
nation,and others regarding other 
parts of the lcripture. St Au- 
Itin had been lately confe- 
ci;"' •' bili ■ p, anlwered hiui by 
his two Looks Siwp//crt//i 9 in 
which he corrected his former 
notions and cxpieilions in his ex- 
portion oJ Icveral paHac;es in the 
cpillleof the Roman:, written in 
394, not ftilhcicntjy accurate on 
the i u bj e c\ of divii c firac*. He 



was convinced of the abfolute 
neceffity of that fupernatural fuc- 
cour by that pafTage : What haji 
thou which thou baft not received ? 
as he fays in his book, On the. 
Predc jlination af the Saints (c- 4.) 
and in that On the Gift cf Ptr/e- 
verance (c. 20, 21). And he 
cautions us that he only wrote 
accurately upon the fubjecT: of 
grace from the time he was made 
bifhop. His book of Ei ot jQ* f - 
flions to Dulcitius, a tribune in 
Africa, contains anfvvers to fe- 
veral difficulties propofed by that 
gentleman in 421 . In his Treati/e, 

Concerning the btlirf of thefe things 
that are not conceived, he proves 
in favour of faith, that many 
things are believed that are not 
conceived, or apprehended by 
the fenfes, as when we love 2 
friend or a ftranger merely upon 
the reputation of his probity. In 

his book, On Faith and Good 

Works, he confutes certain er- 
rours, as that no one that has 
been baptized, can be damned 
eternally, Sec. His book, On 
Faith and the Symbol is an expo- 
fition of all the articles of the 
Creed which he delivered whilft 
he u as only prieit in prefence of 
a fynod aflcmhled at Hippo in 
30 3. In his book, On Faith and 
Works he o em on ft rates that faith 
will not favc us without good 
works. His Enchiridion or Ma- 
nual was addrcfled to Lauren- 
tius, a pin us Roman lord, bro- 
ther of Dulcitius, who, in 421 * 
had defired of him an abridg- 
ment of the Chrillian religion. 
Si. Auitin ihevvs that it is coin- 
prifed in the three virtues of 

faith, hope and charity, h'f 

whick 
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life, and was always heard with great eagernefs ; his fermons 
were received with univerfal applaufe, and according to the 
cuftom of that age, with clappings and acclamations: but what 
alone gave him pleafure, was the wonderful fruit which they 
never failed to produce. Pofftdius mentions among other m- 
ftances of extraordinary converfions, that the holy doctor by 
making a fudden digreflion from his fubjecl to fpeak again ft the 
Manichean herefy, upon one Firmus, a famous rich and zeal- 
ous patron of that feci:, coming into the church, he gained 
him upon the fpot to Chriff. After the fermon Firmus came 
and cafr. himfelf at the faint's feet, and bathed in tears, con- 
fcfled his errours : he was afterwards advanced to the prieft- 
hood. 

Valerius finding himfelf finking under the weight of his 
years and infirmities, and fearing left: his church mould be de- 
prived of Auftin by fome other city demanding him lor their 
bifhop, procured privately the confent of St. Aurelius archbiftiop 
of Carthage, and the approbation or his own people, and the 
neighbouring prelates of his province of Numidia, to make 
him his coadjutor in the bifhoprick. St. Auftin ftrenuoufly 
oppofed the project, but was compelled to acquiefce in the will 

Y y 3 of 



which we worfhip and glorify 
God, and render him the fpi- 
ritual homage of our fouls. In 

his book, On the Cbrijlian Com- 
bat he exhorts us to arm our- 
felves againft temptations by a 
lively faith, mortification and the 
fuccour of grace. In that, On ca- 

t 'echiz.1 fiii the Ignorant , he prefcribes 

the method of teaching the ca- 
techifrn ufefuMy,fo that the hearer 
may believe what is fpoken, 
may hope what he believes, and 
may love what he hopes for. 
He would have it taught in 
fueh a manner as to be ren- 
dered agreeable and entertaining, 
and the grace of the Holy Gholt 
to be often implored in this holy 
function. His book, On the Care 
for the Dead was acid re lied to St. 
Paul in us in 421, of which work 
mention has been made in the 
life of that faint. 1 1 is difcouric, 
<)n Pa tit tier is a recommenda- 
tion of that virtue. In hi* lcrmoi), 



On the Creed, he mentions that 
all adult perfons learned it by 
heart before they were baptized, 
and recited it every night and 
morning. That, On Faftina y 
mews its advantages. in that, 
On the Plunder ■/ li me by A!a- 
rick, he fhews that calamity was 
an erfecl of a j u it and merciful 
providence. He fays ill at in 
396 the emperour s\rcadius and 
all the citizens abandoned Con- 
llantinople one day. teaiing it 
was going to be dellroyed by a 
ball of lire which appeared in 
the air : but that God having 
fpared it through their tears and 
prayers, they loon returned to 
their former dilorders (T. 6 p. 
Cm 2. ). In Inn treatife, On the 
P? t distil t: r/ />.- r -j:/f he proves 
that their orach::; could never 
foreirl an}' thin;,; hut what they 
could leaiu by nuiua! n.ean^ 
01 in thcii natural caufes, or by 
fubtle conjectures. 
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of heaven, and was confecrated in December 395, having irj 
November entered into the forty-fecond year of his age. Va- 
lerius died the year following. 

St. Auftin, in this new dignity was obliged to live in the 
epifcopal hpufe, both on account of hofpitality and for the 
exercife of his functions. But he engaged all the priefts, dea- 
cons and fubdeacons that lived with him, to renounce all pro- 
perty, and to engage themfelves to embrace the rule he efta- 
blifhed there: nor did he admit any to holy orders who did 
not bind themfelves to the fame manner of life. Herein he was 
imitated by feveral other bifhops, and this was the original of 
Regular Canons in imitation of the apoftles. Poflidius tells 
us, that the faint's clothes and furniture, were modeft j but de- 
cent, not flovenly. No filver was ufed in his houfe, except 
fpoons. His difhes were of earth, wood or marble. He ex- 
ercifed hofpitality, but his table was frugal : befides herbs and 
pulfe, fome flefh was ferved up for ftrangers and the fick : nor 
was wine wanting ; but a quantity was regulated which no 
guefl: was ever allowed to exceed. At table he loved rather 
reading or literary conferences than fecular converfation^ and 
to warn his guefts to fhun detraction he had the following dif- 
tich written upon his table : 

This board allows no vile detractor place, 

"Whofe tongue fhall charge the abfent with difgrace (bb). 

If any fell into that vice in his prefence, he warned them of 
it, without di{tinc~Hon of perfons, and to fhew his diflike, fud- 
<Hcn]y rofe, and withdrew into his chamber, as Pofiidius had 
feen him frequently do. All his clerks who lived with him, 
eat at the fame table, and were clothed out of the common 
Itock with himfclf. He fuffered no woman ever to c^onverfe 
in his houfe ; not even his flfter (who was fuperiour of a nun- 
nery) nor his two nieces who ferved God with her. He faid 
that though no iiniflcr fufpicion could arife from the convoca- 
tion of a lifter or niece, yet they would be fometimes attended 
or vifitcd by others of their fcx. He never would fpeak to 
any woman without having fome of his clerks by, and being in 
figlu of them, though the bufinefs were never fo fecrct. He 
committed to ovcj fcers among his clergy the entire care of his 
ternpoials, and took their accounts ;it the end of the year. To 
fhun whatever might diftrac~r. his mind, he entrufted to the ina- 

igemeni 
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nagement of others the building of the hofpitals or churches 
which he erected. He never would receive for the poor any 
eftates or prefents which he was importuned to accept, when 
the donation feemed a prejudice to an heir, or a dilinherifon of 
a child. Nor could any age afford a greater example of perfect 
difintereflednefs. He was aware how eafily avarice creeps un- 
perceived into the heart, and like a moth devours the ben: 
actions, no lefs than vanitv, if it taints them with its venom- 
ous blaft; and he was continually upon his guard againft him- 
felf left either of thefe contagious evils fhouid if) feet his foul, 
and fecretly entangle his affections. He employed whatever 
could be fpared of the revenues of his church in relieving the 
poor, as he had before given his own patrimony for their re- 
lief. Poflldius fays that he fometimes melted down part 
of the facred veflels to redeem captives; in which he was 
authorized by the example of St. Ambrofe. Jn feveral of 
his letters and fermons mention is made of the cuftom he 
had prevailed upon his flock to eftablifb, of clothing all 
the poor of each parifli once a year. He was not afraid fome- 
times to contract confiderable debts to procure comfort and 
fubfiftence for the diftrefTed. But his zeal and charity for 
the fpiritual welfare of others feemed to have no bounds u I 
<c I defire not to be faved without you," faid he to his peo- 
ple (92), like another Mofes or St. Paul " What ftiail I 
< c deiire ? what fhall I fay ? why am I bifhop ? why am I in 
M the world, only to live in Jcfus Chrift ? but to live in 
<c him with you. This is my paffion, my honour, my glory, 
" my joy, and riches." There pcrh.ips never was a man en- 
dowed by nature with a more affectionate and friendly foul than 
the great St. Auftin : but his tender and benevolent difpoiition 
was exceedingly heightened and improved by the nobler fupcr- 
uatural motive, and mofl powerful influence of holy charity 
and religion > of which his letters, and the fequel of the hi (lory 
of his life will furnifli many examples. He con veiled freely 
with infidels, and often invited them to his table (93); but 
generally refu fed to cat with Chriftiaus whofe conduct was pub- 
lickly fcandalous and diforderly, and was love re in fubjceting 
their crimes to canonical penance and to the cenfurcs of the 
church (94.^ He never wanted courage to oppofe iniquity 
without rcfpc£l of perfons, though he never forgot the rules 
of charity, meeknefs and good breeding; witnefs the manner 
in which' he reproved one Romulus for the oppi cHion of Jus 
poor vaflals (95) and others. Me complains that ibme fins 

Y y 4 were 
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were by cuftom become fo common, that though he con- 
demned them, he durft not oppofe the torrent too violently 
for fear of doing much harm, and no good, fhould he attempt 
to extirpate them by excommunication : yet he trembled left 
he fhould be rendered culpable by rcmiflhefs. Whereupon he 
cried out ; < c Wo to the fins of men who only fear thofe crimes 
<c that are rare ! But as to thofe that arc common, though fo 
c6 grievous that they fhut the gates of heaven, through the 
:i force of cuftom, we are conftrained to tolerate them, and 
'* bv tolerating fear wc may ourfelves become guilty. May it 
cc pleafe thy mercy, O Lord, that v/e may not be condemned 
€C as not having done all that might be done to hinder 
* c them (96)." Prayer and advice were the means by which 
he fought direction in fuch difficulties. Erafmus (97) confider- 
in£ his immenfe labours and indefatigable zeal for the falvation 
of fouls fays of him : Cf In the epiftles and other writings of 
this holy man how manifeftly do his piety, charity, meek- 
,,c nefs, gentlenefs, kindnefs, love of concord, and zeal for the 
houfe of God appear ? What doth he not endeavour ? How 
doth he labour ? How doth he turn and change himfelf into 
c; all fhapes ? If there appear the leaf! hopes of drawing one 
* c Pagan to Chrift, or one heretick to the church, how doth 
€c he condefcend, how doth he, as St. Paul faith, change his 
* c voice ? . . . How anxioufly doth he intercede for thofe wicked 
* c Circumcellior.s who deferved more than one death ? Who 
*' ever folicited more for his friends than he doth for his ene- 
cc mies ? With what pangs doth he bring forth all to Chrift ? . . . 
cc How diligently doth he endeavour to fave all, and lofe none? 
* : How grievously is he afflicted when any fcandal arifeth ? 
tc Methinks 1 fee the hen in the gofpcJ, folicitous and anxious 
cc to gather and cherifh her chickens under her wings. ... In 
%c him alone, as in a mirror, may be fecn a perfect bifhop, 
tc fuch a one as St, Paul defcribcth." Caufes being at that 
time often carried by appeal from the fecular courts to the 
biihops, St. Auftin was obliged fomctimcs to hear them the 
whole day fading, which he did diligently, affectionately and 
patiently, making ul'c of every means to reconcile the parties 
amicably, and whether they were Chriftians or infidels, to 
draw them to God : but he complained of the d infraction of this 
charge, which only charily made fupporiable to him. He 
fcaree ever made any other vifits than to orphans, widows, the 

iiek, and oilier diUieilcd perfons. He practifed the tlirea 

max) ms 
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maxims of St. Ambrofe, firft, never to, make matches for any 
pcrfons, left they fhould prove unhappy : fecondly, never to 
perfuade any to be foldiers ; and thirdly, never to go to feafts in 
his own city, left they fhould become frequent, and he fhould 
be drawn into intemperance, and much iofs of his precious 
time (98). 

The epiftles of great men are generally interefting and curi- 
ous both for illustrating their hiftory, and giving the genuine 
portraiture of their mind. Thofe of St. Auftin are particularly 
lb, not only on thefe accounts, but alio for the importance of 
the fubjects treated in them. Several are fo many excellent 
and learned treatifes, and contain many admirable inftructions for 
the practice of perfect virtue. In them he mentions his own 
frequent indifpofitions, and the habitual wcaknefs of his con- 
ftitution. In the thirty-eighth to Profuturus (n. 397) he fays 
be was confined to his bed under violent pain, but adds: 
" Though I fufter, yet I am well, becaufe I am as God would 
" have me to be; for when we will not what he wills, it is 
<c we that are in the fault, as he can neither do, nor permit 
" any thing but what is juft." In the thirty-fixth he anfwereth 
Cafulanus about the faft of Saturday, that the church obfervra 
fading on Wednefdays and Fridays, becaufe the Jews formed 
their confpiracy to put Chrift to death on XVednefday, and ex- 
ecuted it on Friday, As to Saturday, he bids him follow the 
cuftom of the place where he fhould be, according to the rule 
of St. Ambrofe who told his mother : " When I am here (at 
u Milan) I do not faft upon Saturdays; when I am at Rome, 
" I faft upon that day." If the cuftom of the place be not 
uniform, as in many churches in Africa, he advifes him to do 
as the bifliop of the place fhould do or direct He gives the 
fame anfwer in his fifty-fourth to Januarius. He fays in the 
fame that they do well who communicate daily, provided it be 
done worthily, and with the humility of Zacheus when he re- 
ceived Chrift under his roof 5 but that they are alfo to be 
commended who fomctimes imitate the humble centurion, and 
fet apart only Sundays and Saturdays, or certain other days lor 
communicating, in order to do it with greater devotion. He 
lays down this principle, that cuflom umvcrfally received in 
the church muft be looked upon as fettled by the apofllcs 01 
bv p;cncr;i\ council, as the annual celebrations of Eattcr, Pen- 
ucoft, the Afccnfion and Pa/lion of Chrift. He fays that though 
the faithful at Jirft communicated after fuppcr, the apoitlcs 

afterward ordained that out of reverence to fo great a faciamcnu 

all 
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all lliould communicate fafting. In the fifty-fifth to the fame 
Januarius, he fpeaks of Lent and of other laws of the church, but 
fays that certain rites and cuftoms may be fometimes pradlifcd 
by particulars which are only tolerated by the church, and may 
be fometimes fuch as are better rejected than obferved. Jt 
would be tedious to mention all the important points of faith 
and difcipline which he difcufies in many of his epiftles : but 
devout perfons will find nothing more agreeable than the per- 
feci: maxims of Chriftian virtue which he inculcates* With 
what charity and tendernefs does he comfort Cryfinus under 
temporal loffes and calamities, putting him in mind that God 
is our only good, and a good which can never fail us, if we 
ftudy truly to belong to him. If he fuffers us to be affliclcd 
in this world, it is only for our greater advantage (99). He 
explains the duties of a wife towards her hufband in his letter 
to Ecdicia (100), (hewing her that fhe was obliged to conde- 
fcend and conform herfelf to the humour of her morofe huf- 
band not only in duties which fhe ciTentially owed him, but 
alfo in things indifferent : that fhe ought not to wear black 
clothes, feeing this gave him offence ; and flic might be hum- 
ble in mind in rich and gay drefs (provided it were modett, 
and not fuch as the apoftle condemns) if he fhould infift upon 
her wearing fuch. He tells her fhe ought, in all things reafon- 
able, to agree with her hufband as to the manner of educating 
their fon, and rather leave to him the chief care of it, when be 
required it. He feverely chides her for having given goods and 
money to the poor without his tacit confenr, and obliges her to 
afk his pardon for it, whether his unwillingnefs to allow her 
extraordinary charities proceeded from a juft and prudent care 
to provide for their fon, or from any imperfect motive. He 
exhorts her to gain him by meeknefs and charity, and to en- 
deavour by all means to reclaim him from his adulteries and 
other vices, efpccially by praying for him. " Pray for him,'' 
fays the faint, " and from the bottom of your heart. For tcais 
* c are as it were the blood of a heart pierced with grief," kc 
In like manner did he prefs upon hufbands the refpc£t, tender 
affedlion and jufl condefcenfion which they owe to their 
wives ; and fo with regard to other flutes. The documents he 
gave to Proba are more general: Proba Falcon ia, the widow 
■of Probus who had been prefeel of the pranorium and conful 
in 371, withdrew into Africa with her mother in law Juliana, j 
and her daughter Demerrias after Alarick the Goth had plun- 
dered Rome. This holy widow being fenfible that ailiduous | 

prayer 

(99) Ep. 244. oh 83. (100) Hp, 262. ol. 199. 1 
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prayer was her chief duty, defired St. A u ft in to fend her fome 
inftructions in writing about the manner how fhe ought to 
pray. The faint told her (101) fhe muft learn to defpife the 
vvorM and its pleafures, and figh after the true happinefs of 
divine grace and chanty, which is to be the principal object 
of all our prayers : that prayer muft be made by the earneft cry 
of the heart, and ought to be without ceafing, by the conti- 
nued burning defire of the foul feeking God ; fecondly, by 
having regular hours for daily devotions ; and thirdly, by fre- 
quently raifing our hearts to God during all our aclions with 
fervent afpirations, in imitation of the Egyptian monks. He 
gave her an expofuion of the Lord's Prayer, adding that we 
are to recommend to God not only our fpiritual, but alfo our 
corporal neceflity, efpecially our health that we may confecrate 
it to the divine fervice: for without health all other temporal 
bleffings avail us little - 9 but this and other temporal favours 
we muft a£k with rcfignation to the divine will, and with a 
view to our fpiritual advantage, left in punifhment of our im- 
patience God fhould give us them when they are pernicious to 
our (ouh^ as he granted in anger the flefli meat which the Jews 
in the wildernefs afked with murmuring, and at the fame time 
vifitcd them with the chaftifement of their gluttony and rebel- 
lion ( 1 02) j whereas he refufed to hear St. Paul becaufe a trial 
was more expedient for him (103). We have a remarkable in- 
ftance of St. Auftin's mceknefs and humility in his controversy 
with St. Jerom. The latter in his expohtion of the epiftle of 
St. Paul to theGalatians, had explained the paflage of his with- 
(landing and blaming St. Peter for withdrawing himfelf from 
the table of the Gentiles upon the arrival of the Jewifh con- 
verts (134.), as if this had been a mere collufion between the 
apoftles to prevent the fcandal of either party, and as if St. 
Paul did not think St. Peter in any fault ; becaufe he allowed 
the obfervancc of fuch legal ceremonies at that time no lefs than 
.St. Peter did. St. A u ft in in 395 being only prieft, wrote to 
him againft this expofition (105), fhe wing that though the 
apoftles certainly agreed in doctrine, yet in this action of St, 
Peter there was an indifcrction of inadvertence which gave to 
the Gentile converts an occafion of fcandal ; and that if St. 
Paul did not blame him fcrioufly he muft have been guilty of 
an officious lye (which cannot he denied) and by admitting 
luch a fallacy any paflage in the fciipture may he eluded in 
the like manner. This letter of St. Auftin happened by the 

detention 
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detention and death of the bearer, never to be delivered. In 
397, St. Auftin being then bifhop, wrote to St. Jerom another 
letter upon the fame fubjedl (106), which by another accident 
fell into the hands or feveral perfons in Italy, and was only fent 
to St. Jerom in Palcftine accidentally by one of them: at which 
St. Jerom took ofFence. Several other letters palTed between 
them on this affair (107), in which St. Auftin /hews that the 
aporrJes tolerated for fame time the ceremonies of the Jewifc 
law, that they might be abrogated by infenfible degrees, and the 
fynagogue buried with honour. He conjures St. Jerom by the 
meeknefs of Chrifr, to pardon him what he had offended him in, 
thankfully ill bm its himfelf to his reprehenfion and reproof, pro- 
fcfling himfelf always ready to be taught by him as his mailer, 
and corrected by him as his cenfor, and defires to drop the in- 
quiry, if it caufed any breach of friendfhip, that they might 
provide for their mutual falvation (108). cc I intreat you 
* c again again," fays he in another letter, cc to correct me 
<c confidently when you perceive me to ftand in need of it : 
<c for, though the office of a bifhop be greater than that of 
<c a prier, yet in many things is Auftin inferiour to Je- 
<c rom(i09)." The faint imputes the whole blame of this 
difpute to himfelf, and his own negligence, becaufe he had not 
added, that the toleration of the legal rites only belonged to 
that time wh-in the New law began to be promulgated ( no). 
St. Jerom afterwards tacitly came over to St. Auftm's opi- 
nion (11 1)-, which is continued by the general fuffrage of theo- 
logians. St. Auftin grieved exceedingly to fee the debate be- 
twixt him and Ruffiniis carried on with warmth, and conjured 
them with the greateft tendernefs imaginable to forbear invec- 
tives. " Coulvl I meet you both together in any place," (aid 
he, <c I would tall down at your feet, J would weep as long as 
* 6 I were able, I would befeech as much as I love you, fome- 
<c times each for himfelf, then each one for the other, and for 
* c manv others, especially the weak for whom Chrift died (112)." 
This faint always dreadc d the itch of vainglory in literary con- 
tefts, in which men love an opinion, as he fays, " Not bc- 
" caufc it is true, but becaufe it is their own, and they 
" difpute, not for the truth, but for the vidlory." For his 
part, he was fo much upon his guard to fliun this rock, that 
charity and humility were no where more vifibly the govern- 
in^ principles of his heart than on fuch occafions. 
0 1 Ik 
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He trembled always at the danger of fecret complacency, o r 
vainglory, amidft the praifes of others. Thus he writes (113) 
of this temptation in his Confeilions : " We are daily aflaulted, 
tc O Lord, with thefe temptations ; we are tempted without 
" ceaflng. The tongues of men are as a furnace, in which 
" we are daily tried. . .Thou knoweft the groans of my heart 
*' to thee concerning this thing, and the floods of ivy eyes, 
<c For I cannot eafily difcover the advances that J make to- 
cc wards being more clean from this plague: and I very much 
" dread my hidden fins, which axe feen by thine eyes, but not 
<{ by mine. In other temptations I have fomc way by which 
" I may try myfelf; but none at ail in this." He complains, 
in a letter to Aurelius, archbifhop of Carthage, much more 
bitterly how fubtly and imperceptibly this dangerous vice infi- 
nuates itfelf into our fouls, adding: cc This I write to difcover 
" my evils to you, that you may know in what things to pray 
" to God for my infirmities." Sincere humility made him 
Jove, at every turn, to confefs his ignorance, and no lefs readily 
than candidly often to fay, " I know it not (114); " an an- 
swer which does more honour to a true genius than the greateft 
difplay of wit and learning; yec which cofts fo much to many, 
that they often turn thernfelves into every fhape rather than 
make this humble acknowledgment, as the judicious Carthufian 
of Gaillon, F. Bonaventure, remarks, fpe. iking or the great 
and truly humble cardinal Bcliarmine (115). He fhewed the 
greateft deference for the opinion of others, and with unfeigned 
humility afked their advice in the paths of virtue, and fubmittcd 
himfelf and his works to their cenfure. Nothing gave him 
greater confufion and mortification than the cftecm of others, 
or their opinion of his learning (116). From this fin cere hu - 
mility St. Auftin wrote his Con fern >ns, or praifes of the divine 
mercy and juftice, about the year 397, not long after he was 
made bifhop, when all the world admired his fanciity, and he 
enjoyed the grcateli honour and fame. Poflidius allures us, 
that his main deiign in com poling this work, was to itudy hu 
own humiliation, and to endeavour that no one fhould thinJ. 
of him above that which he confefied himfelf to be. Me tlieie- 
iure divulged all the fins of his youth in the nine fir ft book.*., 
and in the tenth published the many impcrlec'hons tu which ho 

was 
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was ftill fubject, humbly begging the interceflions of all Chris- 
tians in his behalf. The faint himfelf fending this book to 
count Darius, tells him (117), that, " The careifes of this 
*' world are more dangerous than its perfecutions. See what f 
am from this hook : believe me who bear teftimony of my- 
felf, and regard not what others fay of me. . . Praife with me 
the goodnefs of God for the great mercy he hath fhewn in 
me, and pray for me, that he will be pleafcd to finifh what he 
hath begun in me, and that he never fuffer me to deflroy my* 

felf." St. Auftin fays, in the fecond book of his Retractations, 
that he compiled this work alfo to excite both himfelf and other 
men to praife God, ever juft, and ever good, and to raife up our 
underffanding and affections to him* He has intcrfperfed in 
it fublime and folid reflections on the greatnefs and goodnefs 
of God, the vanity of the world, and the miferies of fin, with 
mod ufeful instructions for furthering the Spiritual life in our 
fouls. Ever fmce this work has been writ, it has been always 
read by pious perfons with delight and admiration. The faint 

an account of his own actions in the ten firft 
books, in the three lair, takes occafion to fpeak of his love for 
the holy fcriptures, and difcufles feveral metaphyseal difficul- 
ties concerning time, and the creation of the world, or the firfl 
part of the hiftory of Genefis, againft the Manichees. 

Thofc hereticks were the firft againft whom he exerted his 
zeal, after his converflon from that impious feet (cc). When 

he 

(117) Ep. 231.11. 6. 



having given 



[ce) Befides the works above- 
mentioned, which St Auftin com- 
pofed againft the Manichees, he 
wrote, in 391, foon after he was 
ordained prieft, his book, On the 

Jld-uantnge of Belie<vi?ig y to reclaim 

his friend Honoratus from that 
herefy. In this work he over- 
throws the Manichean principle, 
That the light of reafon fufhees 
to difcover to us the truth, with- 
out faith, or the life of authority. 
He fhews that it is wifdom, not 
rafli credulity, to believe thofe 
that are worthy of credit, even 
in matters of civil life and efpe- 
cially that true wifdom never 
can be attained without confult- 
mj> authority. He demon Urates 
that the authority of the catho- 
lic U church juflly defervca and 
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commands our refpect and af- 
fent, and fays : <c Why mall we 
make any difficulty to throw 
ourfelves upon the authority 
of the catholick church, which 
hath always maintained her- 
felf by the fucceffion of hi* 
fliops in the apoltolick fees, 
in fpite of all the endeavours 
*' of hereticks condemned by 
her, by the people's faith, by 
the decifion of councils, and 
by the authority of miracle 
It is either a matchlefs impi- 
ety, or an indifcrcet arrogan - 
cy, not to acknowledge her 
doclrine for a rule of our faith, 
C3V." About the fame time 
he compofed his book, Of tie 
Tivo Soult t again fl that errour of the 

Manichees, aliening that cvriy 

man 
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he was made pried at Hippo, he grieved to fee that great num- 
bers in that city were infefled with this peftilentfal here/y, and 

he 



man has two fouls, the one good, 

of adivine fubftance,a-nd the other 
evil,, of the nature of darknefs, 
proper to the fiefti. Among the 
twelve difcipies whom Manes 
fent to preach in different na- 
tions, the moft famous was Adi- 
mantus, who wao the fame with 
Addas, according to St. Aultin 
(Cont. Adv. leg. 1. 2. c. 12.) 
though Beaufbbre thinks them 
diftinft, becaufe otherwife the 
names of all thefe twelve difciples 
would not have reached us. 
Beaufobre thinks Adimantus firft 
introduced Manicheifm into Afri- 
ca ; for the Manichees in the 
Weft held him aim oil in equal 
veneration with his mailer 
Manes, and Fauftus faid of him : 
*• The moll learned and wonder- 
" ful Adimantus alone, after 
*' our blefled father Manicheus, 
6i worthy of all our admiration 1 * 
(apud S. Aug. 1. 1. c. 2.). His 
writings were alfo famous in the 
Eaft, as appears from the twenty 
five books written againft him 
by the learned Diodorus, bifhop 
of Tarfus, which, are extant in 
Syriack, in the hands of the 
Neltorians, as Cave proves from 
the teftimony of Ebcdjefu. Adi- 
mantus had writ a book in La- 
tin, in which he pretended to 
ihcw an oppofitmn between the 
Old and New Teftament. This 
work St. Auftin rem ted by his 
book, Againft Adimantus , in 394, 
j uilifying the agreement between 
the paflages that were objected. 
Having refuted the difciplc, he 
took the matter in hand, by his 
book againft Manes's Epiftle oj 

the Foundation, in which that he- 

refiarch had couched the princi- 
pal articles which he propofed 50 



his followers. St. Auftin gives us 
his words for that part of the let- 
ter which he refutes, and demon- 
lira tes his principles to be ad- 
vanced by him without the leaffc 
fhadow of proof, and to be contra- 
ry even to reafon and common, 
fenfe. This father lays down his 
reafons for adhering to the catho- 
lick church in thefe terms : " Se~ 
" veral motives keep me in the 
" bofom of the catholick church ; 
" the general confent of na- 
" tions and people, an authority 
" grounded upon miracles, up- 
** held by hope, perfecled with 
" charity, and confirmed by anti- 
" quity ; the fucceffion of bifhop3 
" from St. Peter to our time ; 
*' and the name of the catholick 
" church, which is fo peculiar to 

" the true church, that though all- 
" hereticks call themfelves catho- 
" licks, yet when you afk in any 
" country whatever, where the 
€i catholicks meet, they dare no'c 
t( (hew the place of their attem- 
<l blies." He fays : '* I would no£ 
c< believe the gofpel, if the autho* 
rity of the church did not move 
" me thereto." {/. cont. Ep. Fun- 
damenti, C 5.) — St. Auflin, in 
his fir ft books, Againft Fauftus, 

juftiftes the paflages of the New 
Teftament relating to the genea- 
logy of Chrift, and the myftery 
of the incarnation, which Fauftuis 
pretended to have been faliified 5 
and in the fifth reproaches the 
El eel: among the Manichees with 
voluptuoufnefs and avarice, not- 
withstanding their hypocrify, and 
oppofes to them the (inccre virtue 
and penitential lives of many ca- 
tholicks. From the fixth to the 
twenty third book he is taken up 

i\x defeiitlijijv the Old Tcilamcut, 
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he challenged Fortunatus, their prieft, to a conference. This 
was accepted, and it Jafted two days : the dilute turned princi^ 

pally 



after which he returns again 
to the New. In the twentieth, 
he takes occafton from the Jew- 
iih Sacrifices to reproach the Ma- 
nichees with paying a fuperlli- 
tious honour to the fun, moon, 
and ftars. Fauftus objected to 
the catholicks their . veneration 
and feftivals of martyrs. To 
this St. Aufti* anfwered, that 
they honoured the martyrs in 
order to partake in their merits, 
to be amfted by their prayers, and 
excited to imitate their exam- 
ple : but never paid to them 
the worfhip of latria, which is 
due to God alone, nor offered 
facrifices to them, but only to 
God in thankfgiving for their 

§ races. In his two books againft 
elix, or the a&s of a conference 
with him, he confutes the Mani- 
chean fyftem concerning the nature 
of God, and the origin of evil. 
Soon after, he compofed againft 
thefe hereticks a book, On the 
Nature of Good t in which he 
handles the fame fubjett more 
fully. Secundinus, a Manichee, 
having, by a letter, urged St. 
Auftin to return to that feci, the 
faint anfwered him by a book, 
which he preferred to all his 
other writings againft thofe he- 
reticks. He gives in it the rea- 
fons of his converiion, and over- 
throws the principles of Mani- 
cheifm. This work is entitled, 
Againft Secundinus. Several years 
after this, an anonymous book 
of fome ancient Marcionite, or 
other fuch heretick, who denied 
that God was author of the Old 
Teilament, and that he created 
the world, being put into the 
hands of feveral perfon* at Hip- 
po, Sc. Auftin confuted it about 



the year 426', by his two books, 
dgainf the dd<verfary of the La*w 
and the Prophets. Thefe works 
againft the Mariichees are pub- 
lilhed in the eighth tome of the 
Benedi&ine edition; with thofe 
againft the Arians, and his book 
againft the Oiigenifts and Prif- 
cillianifts. His conflict with the 
Arians was begun by an Anfwer 
hepublilhed, in 417, to ah Arian 
iermon which contained the chief 
objections againft the divinity of 
the Son and of the Holy Ghoft. 

His Conference nvitb Maximinus, 

an Arian bimop, and his two 
books againft him, which were 
wrote to check his boaftings after 
the conference, were the fruit of 
his labours in 428. His fifteen 
books, On the Trinity , were be- 
gun in 400, and finiftied in 416, 
and are rather a dogmatical than 
a controverfial treatife on that 
myftery. In the beginning he 
lays down juft cautions againft 
any falfe idea of God, either ap- 
prehending him as a corporeal 
fubftance, or as a limited fpirit, 
like a foul, confequerttly liable 
to imperfections - for God is in- 
finite, immenfe, and incompre- 
henfible. In the eight firft books 
he proves the unity of the divine 
eifence, and the trinity of the Per- 
fons ; he difcourfeth in the fourth 
of the incarnation of the Son, 
and in the fifth, he refutes the 
fophifms of hereticks. In the 
latter books he endeavours to 
explain the Trinity, of which he 
finds an imperfeel emblem in 
man, namely, in his fpirit or foul, 
his knowledge of himfelf, and 
his love of himfelf : and again 
in his memory, underftanding, 

and will, three powers of tJe 

fame 
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pally on the origin of evil, which St. Auftin proved to be de- 
rived from the freewill of the creature j which article of free- 
Vol. IIL Z z will 



fame mind, though thefe, and all 
other repre fen tat ions, are infinite- 
ly imperfecl. He teaches (I.i£3«) 
that the Son proceeds from the 
Father by his undemanding, 
or knowledge of himfelf (he be- 
ing the Father's internal real fub- 
fifting Word, confubftantial to 
him) and the Holy Ghoft by his 
will, as he is the eternal fub- 
fiiling love of the Father and 
die Son. (See on this Corn, a 
Lapideon John i. and i John i ) 
Caffiodorus ebferves, ■ that this 
work of St. Aultiis requires in 
the reader great penetration and 
attention. To thefe polemical 
Writings in the eighth tome, are 
prefixed his Treafifi sigalrft the 
Jews, and his fuccincl: kiftory of 
herefies, addrefled to Quodvult- 
deus, deacon of Carthage, a\i:-d 
containing a lift of eighty-eighi: 
hereiies, beginning with the Sl- 
monians, and ending with the 
Pelagians. It was compiled is 
428, chiefly from the works of 
SS. Epiphanius and Philaflriuo, 

His great work Of the d.y if 
God coniifts of twenty -two b:.eks, 
and is a very learned apology for 
the Chriftian religion. In the ten 
firfr. books he refutes the ilandeis 
of the Heathens, (hewing th*t the 
Chriftian religion was not the 
caufe of the fall of Rome ; for 
the very barbarians who plun- 
dered it, granted a piivikge of 
afyl«m to the churches of the 
apoftles, and the iepulchrcs of 
martyrs, which no Heathens did 
to the temples of their gods. St. 
Auitin (hews that temporal ca- 
lamities are often advantageous 
to the virtuous ; many under 
thefe gave heroick proofs of pa- 



tience, chaftity, and all virtues ; 4 
whereas the boaeu* d Lucretia and 
Ca to murdered themfelves out of 
cowardice and impatience under 
affliction* (1. 1.) — He mentions-' 
the impiety and vices of the Pa- 
gan Romans, the obfeenities 
practifed in their religious rites B 
the cruelty of their civil wars 
much more horrible than that of 
the Goths, and the voluptuouf- 
nefs, avarice, and ambition of 
the latter ages of the republic^ 
which he dates from their build- 
ing of the firfr. amphitheatre, 
which Scipio Nafica prudently, 
but Ui vain, oppofed (1. 1 & 2.) — 
He mows, that greater calami- 
ties had often befallen the world 
in the reign of idolatry (1. 3.), 
And chat the enlargement of ths 
.Roman empire could not be af- 
cribed to any idols. Though 
great empires, without j'uftice* 
arc hut great robberies (which 
lie proves at large, 1. 4.) he 
thinkr that God might give the 

Romans victory, as a 
recompence of ibme 
metal virtues ; letting before our 
eyes, that if the imperfect \'irtuec 
of Heathens are fo rewarded, 
what will be the 'recompence of' 
true virtue in eternal glory I 
Confuting the doctrine of def- 
tiny, he fhetvs, that God's fore- 
knowledge agrees with nian's 
freewill ; and he gives an admi-* 
rablc defcription of the hap'p : *' 
nefs of a virtuous prince, which 
lie places altogether in his piety, 
not in temporal felicity, though 
he mentions and fets forth the* 
temporal profperity of Con flan-* 
tine and Theodofius (1. 5 ). — 
He fhews the ridiculous folly of 

She* 
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will he demonftrates, becaufe without it neither law nor punifli- 
irient could bejuft. Fortunatus, who, as Beaufobre obferves, was a 

very 



the theology and pretended di- 
vinities of the Heathens i. 6, 7, 
. — He refutes rhc theology of 
their pivlotophe. s. even of the 
Plat .nilU, whom lie prefers to 
the rell, but who al. honoured 
demons as Uibakern deities ; 
whereas noCbnlkau prieft offers 
faenfice to Peter, Paul, or Cypri- 
an, but to God upon the monu- 
ments of martyrs, 1. 8 — He 
proves all the demons of the 
Heathen philofophers to be evil 
fpirits, I. 9. Good angels nei- 
ther require adoration nor facri- 
fices, and miracles performed by 
their interposition, are wrought 
by God's power, who by them 
make* himfelf known to men, 
1. 10. In the following twelve 
bocks he treats of the two cities 
of God and the world ; deferr- 
ing, in the four fir It of thefe 
books, their original : in the four 
next, their piogiefs ; and in the 
four lull, their r. fpe£Uve ends. 
He makes his tranfuion from the 
diveifity of good and bad angels, 
to Ipeak ot their creation, and 
that of the viiible world 1. 1 1 . — 
Next he proceeds to the creation 
of man, and his fall, 1. 12, 13, 
— lie puriucs the hiilory of 
the two cities through the i ill 
pat 1 i arch s, from Cain and Abel 
to Noe's flood, making the ark 
to icpielciu the rhuvch, and il- 
luilraling his nanative wih cu- 
rious allegoric:, and h llections, 
1 1 ( — In the I ail cli:i pier of the 
fourteenth book lie obferves. 
that fell love to the conK nipt of 
Giul, and the love of God to the 
conten.pt of klf I vc, have built 
theh two oppoiite cities of God 

and the world, and characterise 



and diftinguifh their citizens. — . 
This hiilory he carries down to 
Solomon, (1. 1 6,1 7.) then re fumes 
the hiilory of the world in that 
of the ancient monarchies, be- 
ginning wih that of the A {Ty- 
nans in the Eaft, and the fmall 
kingdom of Sicyon in Greece, 
the two fir ft that were creeled. 
He every where enlivens his nar- 
ration with ingenious reflections, 
and clofes it with the triumph of 
Chrift over hell, in his incarna- 
tion and death, and the eftablifh- 
ment of his church, which is vic- 
torious over perfecutions and he- 
refies, and will endure till his 
fecond coming at the laft day, 
I.18. — In the nineteenth book 
he treats of the latter end of both 
cities : the inhabitants of each 
aim at fovereign felicity, or the 
chiefeft good, but thofe of the 
terreftrial know fo little of it, 
that the wifeft among their phi- 
lofophers were at a lofs to find 
in what it confifted, Varro 
reckoning two hundred and eighty 
eight different opinions among 
them about it: only the true re- 
ligion difcovers to men this mofl 
important truth, and fhews, that 
it con fills in eternal life, and 
that we cannot be happy in this 
life, hut only in hope, which 
gives a kind of anticipation of 
the peace and joy to come. — In 
the twentieth book he gives a 
defcrjption of the 1 all judgment, 
and the general refurrection. — 
In the twenty full, he fpcaks 
of the end of the terreftrial city, 
and of the horrible torments of 
hell, elpccially their eternity, 
which lie proves clearly from 

our moil holy faith ; whence, he 
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very Jearned and able difputant, was fo prefled as to have nothing 
to fay, but that he would confer with the heads of his fc£t. Out of 

Z t. 2. fhame 



fays, the church never prays for 
the falvation of devils or damned 
foals : though he acknowledges 
temporary chaltifernents for the 
purgation of fmai ler fins after 
death, in thofe who here be- 
longed to Chriltj and did not die 
fepaiated from him by any griev- 
ous fin.— The fubjeel of his laft 
book is the glorious immortality 
of the faints in the heavenly city. 
He mentions the qualities of 
glorified bodies, and proves their 
refurreclion from that of Chrift, 
and from the faith of the church, 
confirmed by undoubted prophe- 
cies, and by miracles; he relates 
feveral wrought in his own time 
by the relicks of faints, both at 
Milan, and in Africa, to fome 
of which he had been an eye- 
witnefs. He finifhes the portrai- 
ture of the happinefs of the blef- 
fed, by a fketch of what their 
fouls will enjoy. c * How gteat," 
faid he, ** will be that felicity 
4t that {hall be difturbed with no 
" evil, and where no other bu- 
finefs fliall be followed but 
" that of finging the praifes of 
4< God, who mall be all in all 
*• Every inhabitant of this di- 
<£ vine city fliall have a will per- 
* c fectly free, exempt from all 
* c evil, filled with all manner of 
good, enjoying without inter- 
million the delights of an im- 
mortal felicity, without re- 
*' membra rice either of his faults, 
'* or of his miferies, otherwife 
4i than to blefs his Redeemer for 
4< his deliverance." The prolix 
commentaries of Lewis Vives and 
Leonardus Coquams aie full of 
erudition, but of very little fcr- 

vicc for illuilraiint 1 ; the text of 
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St Auftin. This work contain* 
a furprifing variety of learning, 
and is very pleafant and enter- 
taining, as Macedonius, vicar of 
Africa, clegamly teftifies (Ap. 
S. Aug. ep. 154.). Our holy doc- 
tor, in his Retractations gives 
this caution concerning his two 
treati fes Againjl Lying, that they 
are both fo intricate, that he had 
once fome thoughts of fuppremng 
them. But this feems to regard 
only fome of his myftical inter- 
pretations of certain fcriptural 
examples ; for the principles 
which he lays down are moft julfc 
and important. The Origenifts, 
with Plato maintained that of-/ 
ficious lyes are lawful for a good 
and neceiTary end. To confute 
this pernicious doctrine St. Au- 
ftin corapofed, in 39 J, his book 
On Lying- He defines lying to 

be a difagreernent between a 
man's words and his mind, for 
to lye is to fpeak what we do noc 
think. He takes into confide- 
ration the objections brought 
from examples of lies mentioned 
in the Old Tellament, as of Ja- 
cob, Judith, £s>V. and aufwers, 
that the patriarchs who feem to 
have lyed, did not intend that 
what they faid mould be u ne'er - 
flood in the ufua! fenfe, but that: 
they meant to di (cover, by u 
prophetical fpirit. thole things 
that were fu> nified by 1 heir nc- 
cions, which were indurative*. 1 le- 
throws out chi.i anlwer chiefly for 
fear of any concclhon-; which the: 

Mauicliecj mii;hc abt.^e to infult 
the patriarchy, or the Old Telia- 
jnent; but add'., both in this and 
the following treatile, that if 
thia l'ulution appears not fart'.t 1.-.. 

toi y, 
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fhame he withdrew from Hippo 
slave occafion to the converfion 

tory, we mull condemn fuch lyeB 
as wc do Da 'id's nn; ; a^d f.ys, 
that at jcaft the Holy Chofc ne- 
ver approver any e^amcle of Iv- 
zng. vrlofs it be by comparing 
it with a greater tvik He then 
demo nil rates that v e malt ::ever 
do the leait evil, whatever good 
may be procured by ic ; and that 
it is clear, both from the holy 
fcriptures, and the light of rea- 
son, that all lying is eiFentiallv a 
fin. Whence he concludes, that 
no lye is ever to be told, to prc- 
icrve our chaftity, or life, or that 
of others, or fecure the falvation 
of our neighbour, as to procure 
baptifm for our dying child, or 
for any other rcafon or good 
whatever, as it can never be 
lawful to commit adultery, theft, 
or any other fm, for fuch an end. 
Death and all torments ought to 
be more eligible than the leait 
lye : nor can the evils of others 
be imputed to us which wc can- 
not prevent without fin His 

book, Jgait'fl Lying, to Cotifen- 

tlusy was compofed long after 
the former, upon the fame prin- 
ciples, in the year/] 20, and is 
clearer, and more methodical 
than the former. He wrote it to 
confute both the eirour of the 
J J nicilIianilh, (who held lying, 
even to conceal their religions 
tenlimcnts, lawful) and Lhat or 

{omc catholic!; 1 , in Spain, who 
i»rciended I»iu«« allowable, in 
order to octet. 1 ihoie heretic!..-, 
upon which cafe Lonfenliu:. had 
confulti'd St. Anil in. 'The huh 
doctor lhew* we aie bound oken 
to conceal the triuh; luit mull 
r.cver J 1 event any ev.h. by ly in «► , 
a!*.d mention*. f'iu' 1 iimus, bi - 
tfa'P t.i j'.M.yiu-j \\ ho having 
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very foon after, and his flight 
of a great part of his deluded. 

flock, 

concealed an innocent man from 
the judge, who was a Pagan, 
chofe rather to fuffer the rack 
than to difcover, or by lying to 
fay he knew not where he was. 
In fuch cafes he will have us 
only raife our hearts earneftly to 
God, and commit to him the 
event. See /. Contra TAendac. 
c. 18, 19, 20. That the fcrip- 
ture condemns all kind of lyes, 
is what the whole catholick 
church teaches with St. Aullin. 
See Alexander III. Cap. Super 
eo. 4. De U'urn. Some has pre- 
tended to jullify equivocations 
by his myftical interpretations 
of the paiTages relating to Jacob, 
and others : fome of which Na- 
talis Alexander, out of refpect 
to the memory of great men, 
ftretched fo far as to give his 
adverfary fome handle for wrang- 
ling as to this queftion. But St. 
Auitin propofes his firft anfwer 
to thofe examples in fuch a man- 
ner as not to reft the caufe upon 
this folution ; for he adds, that 
if it feems not fatisfactory as to 
any of thofe ancient faints, and if 
they feem not to be excufed from 
a lye, they cannot be excufed from 
finning, unlefs upon the plea of 
invincible ignorance. The fame 
principles he again fets forth, 
E?:chir. c. 22. T. 6. p. 20c. 
God, who is truth itfelf, can 
never approve any kind of ly- 
ing ; nor can any thing be more 
dejlniciive of civil fociety and 
coinmcicc, than that doctrine 
which allow:', it by principle, 
h would be more eligible to live 
among dumb pcifons than in a 
nation ul lyar:.. Artificial lyes, 
oj mental icicrvation^ and equi- 
vocations, 
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Fauftus, a native of Milevis, and bifhop of the Mani- 
in Africa, was the idol of his feet in that country, and 

Z z 3 by 



vocations, are not lefs condemned 
by St. Auit'm, both in hi6 defi- 
nitions, and in the whole force 
of his reafoning-, than any other 
kind of lyes, and are the more 
pernicious, as they are more arc- 
fully difguifed. To allow them 
in religious matters, or oaths, 
on any account whatever, is 
an errour condemned by the 
catholick church. See the Pro- 
positions 26, 27, 28, condemned 
by Innocent XI. and thofe con- 
demned by the clergy of France 
in ijoc, in Steyeart, F. An- 
toine, &c. By the fame prin- 
ciples is demonstrated the eflen- 
tial iniquity of all lying in what- 
ever circumftances, and in all 
fubjefts. Let thofe who difpute 
this point have dealings with 
perfons of this cart:, who in all 
affairs, which themfeives Shall 
judge of fufricient importance to 
require it, Study by artful equi- 
vocations to raifc mills be lore 
them to deceive them : expe- 
rience in their own cafe will help 
to open their eyes, and make them 
defire thatperlons of fuch princi- 
ples Should carry them marked on 
their foreheads, as princes, by 
declaring open war, warn ene- 
mies to Hand upon their piiard. 
How eafily would thefe new doc- 
tors have difengaged St. Aullin 
in all his ihiiicuhici how tr> law 
the life ol" t.'ic innocent mar., 
and refcue t!ie dvin^ out f f the 
hands of infidels ? On ancient 

authors who hare al lowed torn - 
kinds of lyes, ice Cirotins /* 

'////v.' hf Hi ty pithy 1. 3. c 1. 

Among the lYotcfmnt:-, |aine:; 
Sail rin, miniller at the 1 kit u<\ 
dec lared himfejf, agaiuJl moil ol 
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his brethren, an advocate for 

certain cafes, Mr. 
Kutchefon. the late celebrated 
profelfor at GJafgow, in his hlo- 

rul Pbilofopby K i". 2. C. IO. 6c 17.) 

condemns, very jullly, mental 
reflriclions and equivocations, 
yet, by an unaccountable incon- 
sistency, allows lying in cafes of 
necessity, efpeciaiJv in mailers 
and princes, in whom certainly 
the character of inviolable up- 
riirhtnefs and ilnceritv is of i'o 
much the greater importance 
(even in the Ihrilleil matters) as 
in them ib centred publick faith, 
and as their example has the 
moil prevailing and ex'.enfive in- 
fluence. Mr. Hutchefon's rea- 
fbning equally excufes murders 
and other fins, when com pen fat- 
ed by notable publick advan- 
tages. He miilalces the cafe of 
putting to death an innocent 
man, to fave his country from 
ruin, through the unjuit ven- 
geance of lb 111 e tyrant : on which 
parity he grounds his fa lie doc- 
trine in favour of 1} big in like 
cafes. Sucli a pet Ion is bom-d 
by the rule of charity tor hi- 
countiy, tu deliver hinifcli up; 
and if he 1 chiles, may be jullly 
commanded to do it, and pimilh- 
id. ioi iiil(;0.-eliei.«.e. i. Lien M'n - 
< s wlurij alluw evil to ho 

i y , ii.n • 1 . 1 (. 1 1 1 ' 1 \ \ ■ 1 i.ui k .1 ii < , 1 . , *4li ' , 

1 ; r ! 1 v eivi'i; h, o\, l.j v \\ tic 
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by his eloquence, his affe&ed modefty, courtefy, and agreeable 
winning behaviour, perverted many. He boafled that he had 
forfaken all tilings to obey the gofpel, whereas he had been 
matter of nothing in the world to renounce, and led a volup- 
tuous foft Hfe, llccping on the fineft feather-beds, and Jiving in 
plenty and delights (113). About the year 390, he publiihed 
a book againic the- catholick faith, full of blaiphemies again ft 
the Mofaick law and the prophets, and ^aiuit the myitcry of 
the incarnation, JJeaufbhr. (1 j \) admires iiie elegance of his 
ftyle, which is Ji* ily 9 clea;, concife and fmooth 5 fuperiour in 
purity of the Latin tongue to mof} productions of that age ; 
and the author fhews great adurefs in palliating the defeats of 
his feel, and in giving an ingenious turn to his fophiftical argu- 
ments. 61. Aullin anfvvercd him in twenty- th re ;j books, about 
the year 400, and triumphed over him not only by the flrength 
of truth, and the goodnefs of his caufe, but alfo by an infinitely 
greater extent of learning, He has pieferved us the text of his 
adversary, which he confutes. In 404. a Vlanichee, of the 
number of the Elccl, called Felix, came to Hippo, in order to 
rccftablifh his fe£t in that city and country, which by the zeal, 
of St. Auftin feemed no longer ahle to raife its head. He had 
been at Hippo from tin: month of Auguft, when he agreed to 
hold a publick difputation with Auftin in the church, in De- 
cember, 

(1 13) S. -Aug. cont. Fault. 1. 5. c. 2. 8c 8. (114) T. 1. p. 224. 



fHn demonftrates that no necefli- 
ty or authority can ever difpenfe 
with the inviolable law of truth. 
He fays : e> When thor- lyelt for 
*' the fake of humility, if thou 
*' waft not before a finner, rhou 
* c art now become one." Sertu. 

j 82. (ol . 19. de Verbis Dom.) 
And he teaches us, with all di- 
vines, rhat *' It is not lawful to 
" lye for th': fake of piety ; for 
" this i:> the greacell. and mod 
* 4 heinous crime of execrable 
*• lying." (/>. de TAcndac . c. z I . 
p. .144. 'V, ft.) Who then can cx- 
c'ufe the effrontery of lieaufobre, 
Middleion, and fome others, who 
aceufe St. Anil in o! foiging fa He 
iiuraele^ or knowingly abetting 
. forgeries and this without any 

other view than to incur, by his 



own avowed principles, the guilt 
of eternal damnation. We fay 
the fame of moll other fathers. 
For the primitive Chriflians were 
ready to fuffer the moil cruel 
torments and deaths rather than 
to be guilty of the lcaft lye, as 
St. Juliin (Apol. 1. ol. 2 ) and 
Kufcbius (/. 6. P/wpfjr. E'Vttng.) 
tellifv at large. " Though you 
«• apply fire and the (word to his 
** body, he will Hand firm and 
«* fteadfaft, and will cry out with 
" unfhahen conflancy : Let your 
*« flames and razors he mad;; 
" ready : cut, burn this body, 
" fatiatc your raging third with 
'* this blood. ... the flars will 
'* fooner fall from heaven, than 
' ' you will extort from us one 

" iingle word of a lye/' &c. 
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cember. The conference of the firft day is loft ; but tho/e of 
the fecond and third, held on the feventh and twelfth of De- 
cember, are extant. Felix was not fo learned as Fortune us, 
whom St. Auttin had formerly confuted, as Erafmub obl'ti ves, 
but he had more cunning. The ifTue of this difpuution vv-ds, 
that Felix clofed it by publickly profefling upon the fpot the 
catholick faith, and anathematizing Manes and his blafphemies. 
The herefy of the PrifciJlianitts was akin to fome of the Mani- 
chean principles, and at that time infedted feveral parts of Spain, 
where alfo the errours of the Origenifts prevailed among fume. 
Paul Orofius, a Spanjfh prieft, made a voyage into Africa, in 
415, to fee St. Auttin, whofe great reputation had readied the 
rnoft remote countries, where the Chriftian name was known. 
This learned priett informed him by a memorial in what thefe 
here lies con fitted, and rtquetted of him an antidote to prcferve 
the minds of his countrymen again ft them. i his gave occa- 
fion to the faint's work, Agaittft the P? ij'ciilia>:ijis and Origen- 
zftsy in which htr condemns the imp'.ous errours of thofc who 
taught the human foul to be of a divine nature, and fent into 
the body in punifhment of former tranfgrefiions, till it be puri- 
fied in this world ; and he proves that it is created by God, and 
that the torments of the devils and damned men are eternal* 
Poflidius relates, that Pafcentius, count of the emperour's 
houfhold, that is, intendant or Reward of the imperial demefnes 
in Africa, being an Arian, infulted the catholicks on account 
of the fimplicity of their faith, and challenged St. Auttin to a 

conference. When they met, he refufed to fuffer notaries to 
take it down in writing ; upon which 6t. Auflin foretold that 
every one would give an account of it according to his fancy. 
Pafcentius infifted upon St. Aultin's {hewing him the word 
Confubftantial in fcripture : the holy bifhop afked him to (hew- 
in it the term Not-begotten^ which he ufed ; and our holy doc- 
tor demonftrated that it iufficcs if the fenfe he found there in 
equivalent terms. Maximinus, an Arian bifhop, accompanied 
count Sigifvult, who commanded the Gothick troops lor Va- 
Icntinian againfl count Boniface in Africa, and at Hippo chal- 
lenged St. Auttin to a publick difputation, which was held in 
428, and taken down in writing, as it is now extant. 

The Pagans and the Jews were no (mall object of our faint's 
zeal. The latter he confuted by a treatife, in which he liicws 
the Mofaick law was to have an end, and to he changed into 
the New Jaw. The neighbouring city of Mad aura was lull of 
idolaters. St. Aullin gained their goodwill by rendering thuTi 
fome important publick fervice, and doing them good o dices,. 

Their grateful dilpofuion towards him he improved to their /ni- 

Z a 4 ritual 
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ritual advantage, and induced ihem to embrace the faith of 
Chrift (115)? having obliged Lcnginiaii, their pontir, to con- 
fefs that we muft adore o;;e only God, die incomprehenfible 
creator of all things, and our fovereign good (1x6). When 
Rome was plundered by A^rick, the Goth, in 410, the Pa- 
gans renewed their bJaiphemies againft the Chriftian religion, 
to which they impute'! the calamities of the empire. To an- 
fwer their flanders Sr. Auflin began his great work, Of the city 
of God y in 41 though he only finifoed it in 426. Several 
Tertullianiftr. rtili fubfifted at Carthage, whom St. Auftin, by 
his mildnefs and zeal, reunited to rhn cathoiick church, as he 
alfo did another feci, called, from Abel *.hc patriarch, Abelo- 
nians. Jovinian, the enemy of virginity confecrated to God, 
had been condemned by pope Siricius and the council of Mi- 
lan, and confuted by St. ferom, in 392; "neverthelefs, his dif- 
ciples fecretly gave out, that thofe who oppofed him condemned 
the ftate of marriage. St. Auftin confuted this flander by his 
book, On the Advantage of Matrimony (117)5 in which he 
fhews that ftate to be holy, that many are engaged in it upon: 
motives of virtue, and that feveral in fcbat ftate furpafs many 
•virgins in fanclity. He publiflied, about the fame time, his 
took, On holy Virginity^ againft the errour of that herefiarch> 
proving this ftate to be in itfelf the' more perfect, if it be em- 
braced for the fake of God, and if it be accompanied with 
humility, and, according to its obligation, with, a moft fer- 
vent confecration of the heart to the love of God. His trea- 
tife, On Coizthiency\ was writ a little before he was bifhop, 
to fhew that this virtue confifts in fubduing the paflions, and 
that fins do not proceed from a principle that is evil by nature 
in us, as the Manichecs pretended. In the two books, On 
Adulterous Marriajcs* the faint fhews, that a married perfori, 
after a feparadGn on account of adultery, cannot take another 
wife or hufbaud. and refolves fome other difficulties concern- 
ing the ii?diribJuf::iiry of marriage. His treatife, On the Ad- 
vantage flf IP 'devoid* was writ in 4145 and addrefled to Ju- 
liana, the daafth in law of Proba. The faint commends 
very much tbr* '.f holy widowhood, though he allows fe- 

cond and third ferriages lawful, and gives her and her daugh- 
ter Derne.trrv, who had embraced a ftate of virginity the pre- 
ceding year, uf*fu] inftruiSiions. 

The iVt which then made moil: noife in Africa, and gave the 
greateft employment to the zeal of this faint, was that of the 
i>onatifts. It h:*.s been related in the life of St. Optatus in what 

manner 

-ft 

r?iy) Kr». nj*. (f x6) Ep. 234. (117) T. 6. p. 500. 
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manner it took its rife in 305, above forty years before the 
birth of St, Auftin. The firft authors of it were condemned as 
fcfnfmaticks by pope Melchiades, in a council at Rome, in 
3*3, and by the great council of all the Weft, at Aries, in 
314. Having in the beginning violated the unity of the church, 
they, by an ufual confequence in all inveterate fchifms, as St. 
. Auftin obferves (118), fell afterward into' fever al errours, by 
.defending which they became hereticks. Their firft herefy 
was, that the catholick church fpread over the world, by hold- 
ing communion with finners, was defiled, and had ceafed to be 
the church of Chrift, this being confined within the limits of 
their fe£h Their fecond errour was, that no facraments can 
be validly conferred by thofe that are not in the true church. 
Whence they rebaptized all other feclarles, and all catholicks 
that came over to them. Conftantine the Great pafled fevere 
laws againft them at Milan, in 316, and banifhed fome of 
their ringleaders. Valentinian I. Gratian, and Theodofius the 
Great, publifhed new laws againft them, and they were divided 
into fo many different fe&s in Mauritania and Numidia, that 
they themfelves did not know their number (119). The chief 
among thefe were the Urbanifts, who fprung up in a corner of 
Numidia ; and at Carthage the Claudianifts, the Maximianifts, 
and Primianifts : for Primianus, who, in 391, had fucceeded 
Parmenianus in the fchifmatical fee at Caithage, for receiving 
the Claudianifts into communion, was condemned by a party 
which raifed Maximianus to that doubly fchifmatical dignity ; 
yet Primianus always kept pofleflion at Carthage 5 though Max- 
imianus was acknowledged by a great number of the provinces. 
The Rogatifts in Mauritania Gefaricnns, were fo called from 
Rogatus, the author of their feparation. Each of thefe fc£ts 
believed that they alone had the true baptifm, and were the true 
church (120). The Donatifls' were exceeding numerous in 
Africa, and obftinate to a degree of madnefs. They reckoned 
above five hundred bifhops of their fech At Hippo the number 
of catholicks wa^ very fmall, and the Donatifls bore fo uncon- 
troulable a fway there, that a little before Si. Auftin came thi- 
ther, Fauftinus, their bifhop, had forbid any bread to be baked 
in that city for the ufe of catholicks, and was obeyed even by 
fcrvants who lived in catholick families. The holy docStor ar- 
riving vvhilft matters were in this fituation, let himfelf to op- 

pofc 
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pofe the reigning herefy, both in puhlick and in private, in the 

churches and in houfes, by his words and writings (dd). Pof- 

fidius 

I * writings againft the when it has been duly admini- 
Donatifts fill the ninth tome of ftered by them, any more than 
his works. The firit of thefe is when it has been adminiflercd 
the Hymn or Pfalm Abecedarius, by finners within the pale of the 
which is divided into parts, each church. Petilianus, who had 
of which begins with a different formerly been a lawyer, and was 
letter of the alphabet, contain- made by the Donatiits biihop of 
ing a fhort account and confuta- Cirtha in Numidia, acquired a 
tion of this fchifm, exprefTed in great reputation in his party, 
terms adapted to the capacity of by his noify declamatory elo- 
the common people who were quence (S. Aug. 1. i. cont. Peti- 
taught this hymn. The faint lian. c. i. 1. 3. c. 16 ). An 
compofed it as an antidote againlt epiftle which he publiflied againll 
the herefy, upon his firil coming the catholicks, drew from St. 
to Hippo. Parmenianus, the Aullin three books entitled, 
fucceflbur of Donatus in the fe« Againft Pet'tlianui* Inthefecond 
of Carthage, had been confuted and third book, the faint proves 
by St. Optatus, bat left behind the church mull: be univerfal, 
him a letter which he had writ and fpread throughout the world, 
againll Tichonius, a perfon of and takes off" the force of Petili- 
his own feet, who had publifhed anus's objections, borrowed from 
fome fcruples which he had con- paffages of fcripture mifapplied. 
cerning the univerfality of the The faint's treatife On the Unity 
church foretold by the prophets, of the Churchy was a paftoral 
This work of Parmenianus was charge addrefTed by him to his 
looked upon by the Donatiils as own rlock, in which he points 
a complete jultiiication of their out the true church by this mark, 
fchifm, St. Aullin therefore took that it is one and catholick, or 
it in hand about the year 401, univerfal and fpread over the 
and clearly confuted it by his whole earth : confequently it 
three books, Againfl Parmenianus , could not be confined to Africa, 
in which he (hews that the church to the houfe of Luciila, or to a 
Chriil, according to the pro- few lurkers at Rome Crefco- 
phcts, is the church of all na- nius, a Dona tilt, and a gram 
tions, and is not defiled by the marian by profeflion, having 
fociety of fome wicked livers in wrote agai nit St. Aullin, in de- 
her communion : and lie confutes fence of Petilianus, the faint, 
the flanders of the Donatiits con- about the year 4.09, anfwered 
cerning the origin of their feci. him in four books, retorting up- 
In his feven b«oks, On Baptifm* on him all his own arguments, 
again fl the Donatifts, compofed and the conduct of the Donatiils 
about the fame time, he ihews in the fchifm of the Maxiinixn* 
the miflakc of St. Cyprian, and ids, by which lie invincibly de- 
proves that this facrament may monilrated (1. 4 ), that they con- 
be validly conferred by here- deinncil theiufelves. In his book 
ticks, and cannot be reiterated On the Unity of Baptifm* aguinft 

Petiiianuu 
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fidius tells us, that far the greateft part of Chriftians in Africa 
were at that time infected with the errours of the Donatifts, and 

they 



Petiiianus, he confutes, by the 
authority and practice of the 
univerfal church, the errour of 
the Donatifts in reiterating the 
facrament of baptifm, and fhews 
that the church is compofed of 
good and bad, but that the good 
are not to be found out of its 
pale. He allows indeed thofe 
to be brethren in the eyes of 
God, who are in the true church 
in the fincere delire of their 
hearts, and ufe all endeavours 
impartially to difcovel' it but 
are deprived of its external com- 
munion merely by the circum- 
ftance of invincible ignorance, 
though God alone can be judge 
of this interiour difpofttion ; but 
the church only confiders exte- 
riour acts or circumllancec, as 
the direct object of her laws of 
discipline. This maxim of St. 
Auftin appears from the very 
definition which he gives of an 
heretick, viz. that he is a perfon 
who by criminal paflions, or 
with a view to temporal motives, 
publifhes or embraces an erro- 
neous doctrine in faith (1. De 

Uii/iiate credendi in princip. f Alfo 

from his letter to Glorius, Eleu- 
fius, Felix, and Grammaticus, 
all Donatifts (written about the 
year 39S.) where he fays: 
* ' When they who defend their 
4< opinion, though falfe and 
*' perverfe, yet with no oblH- 
" natc malice, having received 
M it from their parents, and di- 
** ligently feek the truth, ready 
** to be corrected when tliey have 
** found it, are no way to be 
4< ranked ainonp; heretieks . . . 
'* If I did not think you fuch, 
4C perhaps 1 ihoulcl not trouble 

" you with my letters," (lip. 43. 



ol. 162. T. 2. p. 88.) St. Au- 
ftin compiled a Breviculum, or 
Abridgment of the conference of 
Carthage; the greateft part of 
the Acts whereof have been pub- 
lifhed entire by Ealuze (Cone, 
p. 118.). He compofed and in- 
fcribed to the lay-part of the Do- 
natifts, a treatiie after the con- 
ference, wherein he fet off all 
the advantages which the catho- 
licks had gained by it, and the 
fhifts and evaiions which the 
Donatill bifhops had ufed to pre- 
vent its being held, and in it to 
ftave off the main bufinefs. Gau- 
dentius, one of the ^onatift dif- 
putants in the conference, con- 
tinued fo obltinate to defend his 
feet, that he threatened to burn 

himfelf with his church, rather 
than to fuffer the emperour's of- 
ficers to reftore his church to the 
catholicks. St. Auftin, in two 
books Jgahift bim, refuted, in 
420, two letters which he had 
wrote, the firft of which was an 
impious defence of filicide. In 
418, St. Auftin being obliged to 
go to Cscfarea (now called To- 
nes) made a moving fermon on 
the unity of the church (T. 9. 
p. 518.) in prefence of Emeri- 
tus, the Donatift bifhop, who 
was one of the chief men of his 
party, and had fpokc molt in the 
conference of Carthage, where 
lie was one of the commiftioners 
or difputants. Two days after, 
St. Auftin, St. Aiipius and 
others, held a conference in his 
prefence, but he refufed to fpeak, 
and perlitted obllinate, though 
his friends and relations, and aU 

moll his whole flock had em- 
braced the caiholick faith. 
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they carried their fury to the greatefr. exceffes, murdering many 
catholicks, and committing all acts of violence. By the learn- 
ing and indefatigable zeal of St. Auflin, fupportcd by the fan£U, 
ty of his life, the catholic ks began to gain ground exceedingly; 
at which the Dona tiffs v/ere Co much exafperated, that fbme 
enthufiafts among them preached publickly, that to kill him 
would be doing a thing of the greateft fervice to their religion, 
and highly meritorious before Ciod ; and troops of CircumceU 
lions made feveral attempts to do it, when he made the vifita- 
tion of his diocefs. One day he only efcaped them by his guide 
having milled his way : for which prefervation he gave publick 
thanks to Cod (121). The faint was obliged, in 405, to CoU 
licit Cseciiian, vicar of Africa in Numidia, to reftrain the Do- 
natifts about Hippo from the outrages which the)'' perpetrated 
there (122). In the fur.c year the cmperour Ilonorjus pub- 
lifhed new fevcre laws againit them, condemning them tn heavy 
iincs, and other per. ai ties. St. Auftin at fir ft di! approved fuch 
a pcrfecution, though he afterward changed -lis opinion, when 
he faw the fmccre converfion of manv, v. ho K.u:/ moved by 
the terrour of thefe laws, had, by examining the tiu;h» opened 
their eyes to difcover and heartily embrace it j and by the excui- 
plarity of their lives, and the fervour with which they g.;ve 
thanks to (rod for their converfion, exceeding!*' rdi'tcd tia- 
church (123). And he obferve's, that their open folk tons and 
acts of violence diftinguiihed them from the Arian:.\ and cihci 
hercticks, and required fevcre remedies. Neverthelefs, he only 
employed the arms of rnildncfs and charity againit them, lie 
even interceded for, and obtained a remifiion of a fine, or 
nnilclj to which Crifpin, a Donatift bifhop, had been con- 
demned, not only iui herefy, but alfo for having formed a con- 
spiracy againii the iire of poinding bifhop of Calama ; and did 
the like for others (tvj : lie cariK-itly exhorted the ca:holic"n 

ta 
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to labour for their converfion by fafting, nghing, and praying 
to Go'J for them 3 and by inviting them to the tiuih with 
tcndcrryMs and fmcere charity, not with contentious wrang- 
ling { ? ; 1*1407- Honorxus comniiilioned lawyers, under 
the ;i-Je of Defevjlrs of the church* •,<> profecute the Donat»fts 
according to '.'.he lav/ 0 . Tins name w.is before i;i ufe, and is 
mentioned in the council of Carih.:-;:, in 349, and in fnccecd- 
ing ages to fignify a perfon appob.t- generally by the biiiiop, 
to protcft: widows, orphans, and > o.-crs from oppref lion. The 
rnoft celebrated tranfa&ion that pi'fed in Africa at that time, 
between the Catholicks and the L>onatifts, was a gicat con- 
ference held at Carthage. St. Auilin had by frequent chal- 
lenges invited Proculcian the Donatift bifhop of Hippo^ 
and others of that feci: to a fair difputation before competent 
judges upon the controverted points : but this the) cunltantly 
declined, alleging his fuperiour eloquence. St. Aurelius of 
Carthage, St. Auilin and the reft of the catholick prelates, in 
a national council of all Africa held at Carthage in 403, agreed 
to fend to all the Donatift bifhops in Africa a folcrnn challenge 
for deputies of both parties to meet at an appointed time and 
place, in order to difcufs the articles which divided them in 
communion But the Donatiffs anfwered they could not meet 
to confer with the fuccelTours of Traditors and finners, whole 
company would defile them ; and their evafions put by the 
difputation till, at the requeit of the catholicks, the emperour 
Honorius compelled them by a refcript, dated in 4 \ j 5 t > meet 
within four months and hold a publick confuviKv with tin; 
Catholicks, in which lie appointed ih<_ nih^.ie .V ja celhnu-j tc* 
prefidc. The Catholick biihop* fublli ibed 10 tin 
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at Carthage to the number of 270. Marcellinus ordered f e - 
ven bifhops to be chofen on each fide for the difputants,. and 
four notaries on each fide to take down the acts in writing, 
■with four bifhops to fuperintend and obferve them, and fevcn 
other bifhops for the council of the difputants: only thefe 
eighteen on each fide were to be prefent. However, the Do- 
natifts, at their requeft, were all allowed to appear at the be- 
ginning of the conferences, but no more than eighteen Catho- 
lick bifhops, the reft fpending this time in retirement, prayer, 
faffing and almfdeevls to implore the divine bieffing. The fe- 
ven Catholick difputants were Aurelius, Alipius, Auftin, Vin- 
centius, Fortunatus, Fortunatianus and Poilidius. The Do- 
natift difputants were Primianus of Carthage, Petilianus of 
Cirtha, Emeritus of Algiers, Protafius, Montanus, Gauden- 
tius, and Adeodatus of Milevis. The tribune Marcellinus was 
attended by twenty officers. The conference was opened on 
the ift of June, 411, and was continued during three days. 
The Donatifls refufing to fit down in fuch company, difputed 
ftanding. Whereupon Marcellinus caufed his feat to be taken 
away, and would alfo ftand. The queftions both of right and 
of matters of fact were debated : the very pieces produced by 
the Donatifts juftified Cecilian and his caufe ; and the univerfa- 
lity of the true church was demonftrated by St. Auftin, who 
had the principal fhare in this difputation, and bore away the 
glory of that triumphant day, the fruit of which was the con- 
verfion of an incredible number of hereticks. Marcellinus 
pronounced fentence as to the matters of fact: which had given 
rife to the fchifm, declaring that Cecilianus had never been 
convicted of the crimes laid to his charge, and that had he 
been guilty, they could not have affected the univerfal church ; 
for no one is to be condemned for faults committed by another. 
The report of all that had palled, having been made by Mar- 
cellinus to the emperour Honorius, to whom the Donatilts had 
appealed from this fentence, he enacted new laws againft them, 
fubje&ing them to heavy fines, and ordering their clergy to 
be bamfhed out of Africa, and their churches reftored to the 
catholicks. This conference gave a mortal blow to the fchifm 
of the Donatifts, who from that time returned in crowds into 
the b of om of the catholick church ; many bifhops being con- 
verted with their whole Hocks as-Poflidius 1 elates. Their bi- 
fhops that renounced the fchifm, were confirmed in their dig- 
nities, as had been decreed in the council of Carthage in 407. 
Yet feme of thefe hereticks remained immoveably fixed in 
their crrours and faction. Several of their Circumcel lions and 

clerks, having lain in ajnbulU near Hippo, had killed Refti- 
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tutus, a catholick prieft, and had beat out the eyes, and broke 
one of the fingers of another : and being apprehended they 
confefted their crime before Marcellinus whom the empe- 
rour had then honoured with the dignity and office of 
count. St. Auftin fearing they would be punifhed according 
to the rigour of the law, wrote to Marcellinus, intreating 
him not to ufe that feverity towards them which they had 
employed againff catholicks. ** We neither impeached them," 
faid he, ci nor perfecuted them : and /hould be forry to have 
" the fufferings of the fervants of God punifhed by the law of 
<£ retaliation ( 125)." He begged him to have refpecl: to that 
meeknefs which the church profefleth to exercife towards all 
men, and defired thefe criminals might not be put to death or 
maimed, but only retrained from hurting others by being con- 
fined in prifon, or employed in fome publick works. He 
wrote to the fame purpofe to Apringius, the proconful, who 
was to be their judge, and was brother to Marcellinus, telling 
him that the fufferings of catholicks ought to ferve as fo many 
examples of patience, which we muff not fully with the blood 
of our enemies (126). Receiving no anfwer he fent a fecond 
prefTing letter on this affair to Marcellinus (127). That count 
was a very virtuous and religious man, and had for St. Auftin the 
greateft veneration and regard ; and the faint, than whom there 
perhaps never was a more tender or a warmer friend, had for 
him an equal affection and efteem. When the conful Hera- 
clian, who had been proconful of Africa, rebelled in 413?, 
and being vanquifhed by count Marinus near Rome, fled to 
Carthage, where he was killed j Marinus purfued him thither, 
and put many to death on account of his confpiracy. The Do- 
natifts failed not to bring Marcellinus and Apringius into fuf- 
picion as if they had favoured the rebels ; and at their inftiga- 
tion, Marinus caufed them to be imprifoned, and though St. 
Auftin went to Carthage, juftificd them before Marinus, and 
obtained his promife that they {hould not fufter, that general 
afterward on a fudden commanded them both to be beheaded. 
St. Auftin was much afflicted at this barbarous execution, and 
aferibed the death of Marcellinus to the ilandcrs of the Do- 
natifts who were cxafperated at the l^ntencc he had given againit 
them: he has left us a moving defcription of the patience and 
heroick fentimcnts of chaiity and all other Chriftian virtues in 
which he found him in prifon when he went to comfort and 
aflifl him before his death, and boic ample tcftimony to his in- 
nocence 

(12O ftp. 133. ad Marcel I in. (12^) Ep. 134. ad A/pring* 
Ep. 139 ol. 158 ad Maiccllin. 
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nocence, inviolable chaftity, integrity, patience, contempt of 
all earthly things, holy zeal and charity. He mentions that 
vifiting Marcel! in us in prifon, and afking him whether he had 
ever offended God by impurity, or committed any other Jin for 
which he ought to do canonical penance, he taking hold of the 
bifhop's right-hand, allured him cc by thofc facraments which 
C6 that hand brought him, that he had never been guilty of 
* c any fuch fin (128)." This paflage ftiews, as Du Pin ob- 
ferves (p. 153.) how careful the pairors then were to viGt pri- 
foners, and when they feemed to be in danger of being con- 
demned, to prepare them for it by penance, abfolution and 
the holy Eucharift (129). St. Auflin rejected all commerce 
with Marinus, and exhorted others to tcftify their indignation 
againft him in fuch a manner as might oblige him to a penance 
proportionable to his crime. The emperour Honorius difgraccd 
Marinus for this action", honoured Marccllinus as one who had 
been unjuftly put to death through the malice of the Donatifts, 
and (tiled him " of glorious memory (130)." In the marty- 
red ogies he is ranked among the martyrs on the 8th of April. 

About the fame time St. Demetrias confecrated her virginity 
to God in a religious ftate at Carthage in 413. She was daughter 
of Olibrius, who had been conful in 395, and of Juliana, and 
granddaughter by the father of Proba. In the midft of the 
delights of a great houfe, and furrounded with eunuchs and 
maids who ferved her, fhe had from her tender years inured 
herfelf to auftere fading, mean clothing, and lying often on the 
ground covered only with fackcloth. This (he did fo fecretly, 
that only a few of her maids were cenfeious of it and moft of her 
pious practices. It was her defire to devote herfelf to God in 
a religious ftatc, and flic befought her Saviour, with many tears, 
on her knees, to grant her this happincfi, and to move the 
hearts of her mother and grandmother ro confent to the 
fame. An honourable marriage with a rich k»unan nobleman 
was agreed to by her friends, and the nuptial chamber was pre- 
paring, when ihc one morning, encouragin::; herfelf by the 
example of St. Agnes, clothed in an ordinary tunick ami 
gown, having laid alide her ornaments and ]c\ cis, went ami 
threw herfelf at the feet of her grandmother Proba, hut could 
cxpiefs herfelf only l»y her tears. Proba and fuliana were ex- 
tremely furpiifcd, but when they underltood her requell, they 
railed her up, and picihng her tendejiy in their aims, with great 

joy 
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joy approved her pious resolution. They did not Jeflen her 
fortune, but befcowed that portion on the poor, which they 
had dehirned for her hufbund. Demetrius received the veil 
from the hands of the bifhop of Carthage, with the ufual prayers 
and ceremonies f 1 30). Several of her friends and flaves fol- 
Jowed her example. St. Aufrin's exhortations, whilft he was 
at Carthage during the conference, had very much contributed, 
to confirm her in her gox! resolutions, and Proba and Juliana 
both wrote to acquaint him of her being profeflcd, lending 
him at the fame time a J mall prefent. St. Aufhn returned them 
a letter of congratulation and thanks (132}. They wrote like- 
wife to St. Jcrom, and cank-hMy prayed him to give their 
daughter feme infrruciions for the conduct of her life, which 
he did by a long epifllc, in which he treated of the chief du- 
ties of a ChriUian virgin, exhorting her particularly to work 
daily with her hands (132). Peiagius who was then in Paleftine, 
fent her alfo a very long leticr, which is extant (133), and 
is one of his fir ft writings in which he began to difcover 
the feeds of his herefy. SS. Auflin and Alipius wrote a- joint 
letter to Juliana in 417, to caution her daughter againft the 
poifon artfully concealed in the above-mentioned letter (134). 
Proba, Juliana and Demetrias returned to Rome, where this 
holy virgin flourifhed in the time of St. Leo. 

Pelagius was by birth a Briton, as he is called by St. Auftin^ 
St. Profper and Marius Mcrcator ; and was a monk of Bangor 
in Wales, not in Ireland (ff). He had a good genius, but was 
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iff) His name in the language 
of Iii s country was Monuu, thac 
i'- , Of the AV./, or bordei ;. ! m/; upon 
i: : which abjoaJ lie eh 
into tin: (ii'eci; w duI ol" il.e 

fame iniporr, f leXuyto^ Sec Ulher 

Antiq. e. 8. and i.e t'lere 1:1 hjs 
hiltory of Pehigia nil .11, iioin 
Julian. 1. adv. Au&ull. «Src. The 
tribune JV'J arce ! ii n 1 1 who U.. ! 
prefuled the year befoiv :ii i. l ;e 
Conferet.ee at Carthage, being 
perplexed by certain objeel inn:, 

farced by the Pelagian^ eoa- 



kilted Sc. Aiulm about iheni 
The holy hiiliup an(vvered him 
in 1 by three boohs entitled* 
( in i/'i' I.K • t r.[' o/.v> , an J their 

/' ////////, av t oil J e 1 vV'iIe, On the 2>*./>- 

tifm ut % Cf^'L-rr:: , nrovanrr in the 
J.rJl ihat :..au is became hibject 
u> de.nii only by the dement of 
I'm ; l1i.il the hxi ol Adam has 
mfe-'kii all his race, and thai 
eiiildren aie hapti'/.cd in order 
to obtain the remiliion of origi- 
nal fm. In the {croud, he 

teaches that all men can avoid 

every 
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mot folidly learned ; his flyle is barren, flat and dry. He tra- 
velled into Italy, and lived a lung time at Rome, where he 

gained 



jeetions 



every actual fin ; yet that no 

one lives entirely exempt irora 
all final I cr fins, for the re million. 
Y)f which vvc arc alwa\ * to pray. 
In the third he anfv, ers ionic ob- 

Marctliinus did not 
under fiand how men have the 
power of avoiding all venial 

fins if no man ordinarily does it. 
St. Aullin, in order to give him 
fatisfaclion, compofed his book, 

On the. Spirit and the Lctttr, in 
which he warmly difpeues againll 
the enemies of div.r.e grace, 
fhews by fcveral examples that 
there are things pofftMe which 
never come to pafs, and explains 
the fuccour of divine grace, 
which is flied by the Holy Gnoit 
into our hearts, and which makes 
us love ?nd accomplish thofe 
good actions which are com- 
manded us. He fhews that grace 
does not de^roy or impair free- 
will, but ilrenpLhens it. ««ivcs it 
certiun, or acl in iupeinatuial 
virtue. Jn reconciling, grace and 
freewill he acknowledges a my- 
fiery which lie will not be io 
prefumptuous as to pretend to 
fathom ; but ciies out with the 
ape 111 e : O Depth, &c. Rom. xi 

1^3. And: h there any i/.juliict 

tti Ctjd> Horn. ix. i.j. (/,. d*: 
Spit . C5 1 /-'// c 3 1 .). 'J his 
concord of grace and freew'li. 
he 1. very where call. 1 a moll dif- 
ficult cpieilion, ami frequently 
Jinlwets it 'oulv by havim.»; re- 
couifc to -his ■Mamation of St. 
.1'aul (De <.'•> i.pf. b Gmt. c. S\ 
rt>. tiii hi'h'titi'o* ////.• timet, cV'C.) 
f !e obtei ves that I'ehigius fome- 
tnnes nave the name ok juace 10 
freewill illeif, becaule it i?, a gilt 

of Cod: and that he fometimcs 



fpoke of the external grace of 
preacivng, and its imprcflion 
upon ihe heart, which he called 
an iriteri our "rare : but that lie 
u..' 1 hc'ic fpeeches only that lie 
mi^ht di:'.nufc his here/y undei 
in b tie cvaiions. the more eafily 
to uen/ the neceimy of true i ti- 
ter. our grace, winch, he faid was 
only given to render the practice 
of virtue more e;:)'y, but was not 
necefiiry. a Look wiitten by 
Pelagius, in which the poifon of 
this ruiefy'wa? concealed under 
thefe equivocations, was put into 

St. Aufim's hands bv Timafius 
and J allies, two young men cmi- 
nem for their birth and learning, 
who hau been difciples of Pela- 
gius, but were converted by our 
holy doctor, who refuted that 
work by his book called, On Na- 
ture and Grace, In this he de- 
tects thofe artifices, and prove 
that nature is not blameable, 
though it is weakened by the 
corruption of fin, and Hands in 
need of grace to deliver, it, to 
enlighten the underftanding, and 
to enable the will both to dehre 
and to do «>ood. Jn this work 
he continued to fpare the name 
of Pelagius in 415. About the 
fame time he compofed his fmall 
trraufe, On .'hi. Ptrfriiion if 
Rigij:iouf.:i fs y flic wing again (I a 
fophillical book of Cclellius, 
thai for :i man to pafr. Iris whole 
life without ever committing the 
leall fin is a grace which God 
does not ufually grant to the 
greaiell faints ; to that it i* ridi- 
culous to believe that man can 
conipafs this by the fole llicngth 
of freewill. Upon the nrw> 

of Pelagius having julliiied him- 

icVr 
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gained a reputation for virtue* Meeting with Ru fin us the Sy- 
rian, a difciplc or* Theodorus of Mopfueftia, who came tm 

A a a 2 Rome 



r. 



felf in the council of Diofpolis, 
St. Aullin lufpected what the 
cafe was, but for want of proofs 
waited till he received the acts or 
that council. Upon which he 
wrote, in 417, his book, On the 

Acts of Pt'ftijrins, in wnicii he 
manifeltly detected h is en cats at 
the fynod of Diofpolis. In 4 - S, 
after the Pelagian herefy with its 
authors, wad condemned by fe- 
vcral council) and by pope Zo 
imus, he com poled again (1 it 
his book, On the Grace of J r Jns 
Cbriji* and another, On O'iguitil 
Sin, proving againlt thefe hcre- 
ticks in the former the neceiJity 
of grace ior doin^ good works, 
and attaining to Chrillian per- 
fection ; and in the latter, the 
-univerfal contagion of the fin ol 
Adam, ami the neceiiity or its 
remifiion by baptifm. His two 
books, On Mtirriage and C'mcie- 

pifceiicc, were compiled in .519, 
in order to remove a peeviih ob- 
jection of the Pelagians, that if 
concupiscence be an effect or 
fin, and if men are born in fin, 
marriage mult be a iiu. Jn 4^0, 
he publi filed four books, On 'be 
Soul and in Ongtmil, add relied 
CO one Victor, a couveit Uoiu 
the JDoaatills, to ic-fute fevera] 
crrours concerning the propaga- 
tion of onginal /in in ihc (mil, 
and to prove th it the doclnne of 
its preeminence in another Uate 
before this in the body, cannot 
be maintained by an}' catholic.':, 
and that the loul is a ljnritu.il 
fabilance. IJe fays, that though 
this Victor had advanced 111 
writing feveral enours here re- 
futed, he coniinued ncvcrthclcis 

a CiitJioJick, becaufc he only 



maintained them through igno- 
rance, and declared in t ie be- 
ginning and end of hia v. ork, 
mat he would correct hi< opini- 
ons, if they were fouiifj run hi? 
(1. 5. in hue). ' f 'wo Ict:ors, the 
one wrote by Jul i anus of Kcla- 
num, filled with Pelagian ob- 
jection 1. h iving bien inujk h.uf- 
ly Icattered ahouc in th*J ; -tv of 
Koine and other place', t ope 
Boniface, who had iucceeded 
Zofjmus in 419, fent them to 
St. Aullin, and this holy doctor 
anfweied them in 420, by his 
Four Books to B-jnifn t, agairill the 
Pelagians. As to their com- 
plaint, renewed by fbuie in our 
time, that the biihops had oniy 
fubferibed to their condemnation, 
difperied in their own fees, with- 
out aiTornbliiig in councils, he 
ihevvb that few hereiies have 
been condemned by general 
councils, but onJv by the aor 5e e- 
mentof the paitoi s, who d -rUclcd 
them, in all parts where they 
weic known (I. 4. c. 2 , Juli- 
an us of Kciauuni had acqu : -d a 
reputation for virtue by diiiribut- 
!rt£ his fortune amo; j; ihc poor 
in a hi mine, ab Ueuu.alai.. men- 
tions ( l> t S > ft!, c. 49.) but af- 
Lciwaid is charged with crimee 

ol unpiluty (;i,ki./ . y fi'.twt- 

tor. [/!>■:'' c. A.). Vanity and 
Id/ com eit iccm to have be--n 
the oceawuii oi his ruin, in 
four book. 1 hedn'putcJ vuuiently 
n^ai nil 01 iginal ha. and 011 coia~ 
oipjli-eni' LMacc, . iul the vir- 
tue 1 ol ITcathen.. Sr. Aulluri 
anlwcicd him in H.v book-; ivntcrii 
about the )\ ar .j / } . Alu r piu- 
duciug the Leiiiwonv at ihc an- 
cient latlicra for original (in, In: 
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Rome about the year 400, he learned from him the errours 
^hich he began from that time to. propagate, though at fir lb 

privately 



has many beautiful reflections 
concerning their authority (1. 2. 

C. 10. 1. 1. c. 7.). Julian hav- 
ing published eight books againfl 
St. Auftin, filled with bitter in- 
vectives, the faint was prevailed 

upon by importunities to make 
him a reply. He produces Ju- 
lian's own terms, and anfweis 
them plainly and in few. words. 
He livea only to finifh fix books 
of this, which is called his Im- 
f crj "ii£t nuork Agj-iivjz Julian. 

A numerous monaftery at 

Admsnetoui ( now called Ma- 
homette in the kingdom or Tu- 
nis) was at that time governed 
by an abbot called Valentine. 
Florus, a monk of this houfe, 
having met at Uzalis with St. 
Auftin's letter to Sixtus (then 
prieft, afterward pope) again ft 
the Pelagians (ep. 104) fent a 
copy of it home by his compa- 
nion Felix. Five or fix* igno- 
rant monks raifed a clamour 
againft the letter, and agair.li 
Florus and Felix, as if they 
denied freewill in man. 7 he 
abbot was appealed to, who 
eafily difcerncd in the le'tter the 
ftyle and doc'trine of St. Auftin. 
Evodius, bifhop of Uzalis, wrote 
to the monks to exhort them to 
peace and brotherly love: but 
the animofity continued in fpight 
of all the abbot's er.deavours to 
ftirle it, he therefore permuted 
them to fend Crcfconius and an-- 
other Felix, two young monks, 
to lay the matter before* Sc. Au- 
itin. They accufed Florus to 
him as a Predeftinarian : the 
faint inltru&ed them in the doc- 
trine of the church, and dif- 

snifled them with a letter on that 



fubjecl: to Valentine and his 
monks (ep. 214.). For the in- 
ib udiion of thefe n.cnks he wrote, 
in 426, his book,. On Grace end 
FretwHl, in which he ihews that 
neither of thefe two points mult 
be fo maintained as to trefpafs 
upon the. other. He de fired to 
fee Morn?, whom the abbot ac- 
cordingly fent. St Aullin was 
overjoyed to hna, upon examina- 
tion, his faith to have been per- 
fectly orthodox, and free from 
the crrour of prcdellinatianifm, 
which was only a falfe confc- 
quer.ee which his ignorant ad- 
verfaries inferred from the doc- 
.trine of grace. Fearing that 
they, out of ignorance, leaned 
towards I'elagianifm, he inferih- 
ed to Valentine and his monks 
his book, On Cartel ion alii 
Grace, which he compofed 
for their ufe; /hewing that 
correction and admonitions to 
to virtue are necefTary . becaufe 
we have freewill: nevertheleis, 
.we mull r.ot deny the neceflity of 
.divine grace to good aclion^ : 
the rocks on both fides, on 
which many have fplit, are 
equally to be avoided. Among 
the Heathen phiiofophers of old 
fome were fatalifts, imagining 
that the divine foreknowledge 
of all future events could not 
be efiablifhed but upon the ruins 
of freewill in men : others to 
maintain freewill facrilegioufly 
denied a divine prefcience of ail 
human actions. Pelagian here- 
ticks are blind amidft the light 
of faith, and fee not the abfolute 
neceffity of divine grace : Pre- 
deftinarian s on the other fide 

afcribe to divine graxe and pre- 

deftina* 
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privately, againfr. the nece'fllty of divine grace (135), but he 
was careful to dtiTcmbie them at firft, fetting them forth by the 
mouths of his difcipJes to fee in what manner they would be 
received. His chief difciple was Celeflius, a man nobly born* 
as Marius Mercator teftifies j boid, and of a fubtle ready wit- 
He was a Scotfman, and is called by St. Jerom " a fellow 

A a a 3 bloated 

(135) Mar. Mercator. p. 30. ed. Garner. &c. 
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deftination a necp$tat ; n% injlitcrce 
which is incompatible: with the 
active in difference and free elec- 
tion, in which the eflence of li- 
berty con fills. This election in 
Chriftian virtue is the efRct of 
grace, but of a grace vifcich 
gives the exerpfe or actual ex- 
ertion of the freewill, being 
adapted to the exigency 
the free creature. For God by 
his omnipotent act moves ail 
things according to their exi- 
gency : he is abfolute matter of 
the human will, and by grace 
the caufe of all its good dciircs ; 
but inspires them without pre- 
judice to its liberty. St. Au- 
ilin reaches thet grace is entirely 

confident with the exercife of 
our freewill, which he every 

where proves, becaufe without 
it, precepts and exhortat o.*s 
would be ufelefs, and ch.ius;e- 
ment for tranfgrefllons unj -.ill. 
The late lord Bolingbroke too;: 
up at fecond-hand the f lander of 
the Pelagians and Semipeia^ians 
againft the doctrine of St. Auit.n, 
when he charges it with Pre- 
deflinatianifm.and with afcr:h : :-.g 
to grace a necsiTkating force, in- 
compatible with the pTiuine 
idea of freewill. Such rudced 
were the fv items of Luther and 
Calvin, though Melanctc>n ex- 
changed Predeftinacianifm for 
Pelagianifm, amon^it the im me- 
diate followers of the former, 
and Arminim did the lame a- 



mong part of the Dutch Cal- 
vinilts. Notwith {landing the con- 
demnation ©f Arminius in the 
Caiviniftical council of Dort, Pe- 
lagian ifm is now the molt pre- 
vailing doctrine even among 
Calvinifts, as Le Clerc, bifhop 
Burnet and others teftify. Thofe 
janfenifls who teach thai" divine 
ace exerts its power upon the 
will with an abfolute and fimple 
neceffity, are to be ranked a- 
mong Predeitinarian hereticks* 
though the fyflem of two de- 
lectations (however falfe.it may- 
appear) falls not under this cen- 
fure, if it be maintained without 
this or any other erroneous con- 
dition, or circumftance implied 
in it; whether it be retrained ta 
the order of grace, or be ex- 
tended to all natural actions, ta 
which Ma/Toulie and Hume havq 
endeavoured to apply it. 

"i he Benciictine edition of 
St. Auftin's works, in eleven 
tomes, is much more correct and. 
complete than the I ovaiiian or 
any former. It was fir ft under- 
taken by Dorn Dclfau, buft he 
was very fo on after ban i fried into 
Lower Britany on account of a 
bock which he publifned, en- 
dike, fs/u'-L C??nmertd*t.-> : % in 
which he ieverely cenfur-s r..any 
cii enmftances of that inititution.' 
Dom Blamoin fuccecded him in 
the talk of publi filing ih^ works 
of Sc. Anftin : but the criticifm. 
upon his fermons and the fuppofi- 

titious 
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bloated with Scotifh gruels (136)." He pleaded fome time at 
the bar, but became afterward a monk. At Rome he joined Pe- 
lagic, and a little before that city was taken, pa/Ted with him 
into Africa, in 409. Pclagius went foon into the Eaff, but 
left Celefiius at Carthage, where he ftrove to be promoted to 
the order of prieflhood. But Paulinus, the deacon of Milan, 
who was then in Africa, preferred again ft him an accufation 
of hcrefv to Aurelius, bifhop of Carthage, about the beginning 
of the year 412. Aurelius aflembled a council at Carthage, 
to which Paulinus prcfented two memorials, charging Celeftius 
with holding; the folio wins; errours : That Adam would have 
been equally mortal, and have died, though he had not finned 5 
that his fin was prejudicial to him alone, not to his poftcrity ; 
that children are now born in the fame ftatc in which they 
would have been if Adam had never finned, and that if they 
die without receiving baptifm, they obtain eternal life. Ce- 
lefiius was heard, and notwithstanding his evafions, confefled 
enough to be convicted of obftinatc herefy ; fo that he was 
condemned, and deprived of the ecclefiaftical communion. 
He appealed to the apoftolical fee; but inftead of purfuing 
his appeal he departed to Ephefus. St. Auftin was not at this 
council, but from that time he began to oppofe thefe errours 
in his fermons and letters (137). But before the end of that 
year he was engaged by the tribune Marcel! in us to write his 
fir ft treatifes againft them. This, however, he did without 
naming the authors of that herefy, hoping by this mildnefs 
more eafily to gain them. He even prai fed Pelagius by name 
in a book which he wrote againft his errours, and fays : cc As 
6t I hear, he is an holy man, very much improved in Chriftian 
<c virtue : a good man, and worthy of praife (138)-" -But af- 
ter 

O36) S. Hier. proem, in Jcrcm. See Voflius, and cfpccially car- 
dinal Norri'/s /////. Pel.iyiuua. U flier, in Jfntiyu. Brit. Wall, On 
Infant t\iptum, T. 1. c. i<>. p. 3c 6. (137) S. Aug. Scrm. 170, 

174, i7 >f 176. 1. dc Gcllis Pclag. c. ii. (1 38) S. Aug. 1. 3, 

dcMciilo IVccat. ci Keinilf. c 1. Sz 3. 



aitioii'; writings was the work of 
Dcm CourauL, the n - II judiciou:: 
:uk'i correal: r.f all tl.e e. lit or:, of 
lhat body, after IVhihillr n, as 

appear:, horn liii. edition oi St.lli- 
laiy, and that of the Deeicials 

or I 1 ' pi III-; of the iiifl popes. 
Tht: life of St. AuJlin in the He- 
Dcdicliiie edition was U ar.il a Led 



hy Vail I ant and T)e Frifehe, two 
monks, with ionic inconfiderahlo 
altcrationii from thcjuoil accurate 
thirteenth vulumcol 'I 'illcniotu's 
memoirs, which Jie fmilhcd he- 
Joiu the oiher tome:; on account 
of its importance: the refl, af- 
ter the fixth, were pollluunouii, 

and wanted lib lall revifaj. 
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ter his condemnation he is accufed by Orofius and other fa- 
thers with loving banquets and the baths, and living in foftnefs 
and delights. This hercfiarch made a long flay in PalcfHne. 
In 41 5, he was accufed of herefy before certain bifhops aflen;- 
bled at Jerufalem, who determined to write to the bifhop of 
Rome for information in this affair, and to abide by his an- 
fwer. But in December the fame year a council of fourteen 
bifhops, among whom was John of Jerufalem. was held at 
Diofpolis or LydJa, in which Pclagius was obliged to appear,, 
and give an account of his faith, two Gaulifh hifhops who had 
been driven from their fees, Hcros of Aries, and Lazarus of 
Aix, being his accufers. Pelagius covered the propositions 
with which he was charged with a elofs which made them feenx 
excufable, and was diicharged becaufe he appeared to be a 
catholick ; but his crrour was condemned by the council, and 
he himfclf was obliged to abjure it. It is true indeed, that 
he only did it in words ; for he never changed his opinion, and 
deceived the bifhops (139)- After this council he became very- 
vain, and boafted of the advantage he had gained in it but 
durft not mew the proceedings, becaufe people would have 
fecn that he had been forced to difown his en ours. Tie vva* 
content to fpread abroad a letter which he wrote to his acquain- 
tance, wherein he faid that fourteen bifhops had approved his 
opinion, namely, that a man may live without fin,, and may 
eafdy keep the divine commandments, if he will. But he did. 
not fay, that he had added in the council thefe words, tvitb the 
grace of God : and he added in his letter the word caf:ly\ which 
he dared not pronounce in the council, as St. Aufiiti takes 
notice. The bifhops of Africa were too well acquainted with, 
his artifices to be eafily impofed upon, and ailembling twa 
councils, one at Carthage, and the other at iVJilevis, in 416, 
they wrote againfl him to pope Innocent, who commending their 
paftoral vigilance, in 417 declared Pelagius and Celeflius de- 
prived of the communion of the church ; for he law t'ic an- 
iwers of the former in the council of Diofpolis were no way 
fatislaclory, as appears from his and ot. Auilin's letters upon 
this affair. Pclagius wrole to the pope to judify himfdl", ami 
Celeflius who had got himfell" ordained piicfl at Kphcfus, went: 
to Rome in perfon, where Zolimus had iucceeded Innocvnt in 
the papal chair in March 41 7. Celeflius prcumtcd U him a 
confeflion of faith, wherein he was very licit on the fuft 
articles of the creed ^ and profelied that il in any letteis he had 

A a 4 advanced 

(1 30) S, Aup;. 1. dc Gcllis Pclagii e. 20. Sen 1'. (jabr. OaiiioL 
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dvanced any thing in which he had been miftakcn, he fub- 
m it ted it to his judgment, and begged to be fee right. Pope 
Zcumus had fo much regard to his pretended fubmirtion, that 
die wrote in hi? favour to the African hi/hops; thuuah lie would 
not take off* the excommunication, which they hid pronounced 
again ft Celeitius, but deferred pafilnu; fentence for two months. 
J 1 1 the mean time St. Auulius ailembled in 418 a council at 
Carthage or two hundred and Court u; hiihops, v.diich renewed 
the fentence of e,\communicaiion a^aind Cv!eftiu", and de- 

* — - 

dared that they conitaniiy adhered \o the deciee of pope Inno- 
cent. Pope 2'ohmus having receiv ed their Jitter 1 - of informa- 
tion condemned the IYkitdam - , and cited CcLflins to appear 
again : but the heretick fled fecretlv our of Rome, and traveiird 

into the EaiL Upon which Zoumus palled a folemn ien- 
tence of excommunication upon Pela^iui, and Cck 'I itr>, .uul 
fent it into Africa, and to all the chief ciuirche- of the ]'!a:h The 
empcrours Honoriuy and Thcodofuis made an edict whic h they 
fent to the three pi elects id" the pra torium, to he published through 
the whole empire, by which they bmifhcd PcJaoiu-* and Celeltiu--, 
and condemned to perpetual hamfhment and confifcaliun of 
eftatcs, all perfons who fh-m!d maintain their doctrine. Pt^agius 
and Celcfli us after this imk.d privately in the Eaft. in Jc 
eighteen bifiiops rcfufed to fu'vfcrihc to the letter and fenteree of 
Zofimus, and were deprived of their fee. The moil learned and 
warmcft ftickler among theTe was Julianus, bifhop of Eciamim in 
Campania, which f-c i> now removed to Avclhno. T ]e afterward 
turned fchoolmaikr in Sicily : \ih tomb v. difcovevd (heic in 
the ninth century in a 'in ill village. I J is writings fhew him to 

^ 1 — ' 

have been one of the vainei! headers of the human lace, full 
of Pelagian piide, ard a contempt of all other men, but of 
quick pints, and aburulance of wit. It is funacient iv tmder- 
ftuod from wh.it has [■>.«. 1 fnid above, that the ci del" crrours of the 
Pelatrian Inaefy uerird orhdnal hn and div.ne ; v iate: the former 
the,' denied, a d the neei 0\' v < >( the hitter: they aifo ;dhnned 
thai a man i-./d i.-.-r. ^empt fr 'in all Jim without mace, .in J 
tiu. '.' « luvi.} 1 1 c- Sr. Aufim maintained 

tin- cojiii.i, .'ml:', vm the cath- lu k f.iifliwuh in \ mciide iorce : 
and In.- in . >\ . d ' i ■. ■ : t . j le.u - pa ii a t « - in d v f- r: j am ", that all nun 
am u\ ui.s. and l< anal to 01.0 for tin- pardon 0} fm\ ; for 
ivilliDiii nil extraoidinai ; ; r«u.-, Inch as »v.r, ;mwm fo (in: Vir- 
ion IVI.ir, , famt*. 'diend l<\ fm.dl tr.'inlj'io'iini,.', of ,1 Jauhv in- 
ad\s ' "* ■ 1" i m f i which the/ watch, and w.' n h ihrv live 
i'. . o " 1 »n i j 111 1 k i ion : he- alio proves th.u ihr eddies of 
Ilea !■< ■ ''i cotintcn leii, nanu iv when tin v" an humdvd 

i '1 ">.'vi. ■ 'fh motives oi v.umdni y or odu l pan'i uis ; 

t\i; j 1 • e::c .*!wual virtues, and may delerve (bine temporal 

re- 
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recompenfe, if they tyring purely from principles of moral ho- 
nefly ; but no virtue can be meritorious of eternal life, winch 
is not animated by the principle of fupcrnatural life (that is, 
divine charity) and which is not produced by a fu per natural 
grace. He teaches, that the divine grace, obtained for us by 
Chriii's redemption, work:; in us the con fen t of our will to all 
virtue, though not without our free concurrence ; fo that all 
the nood that can be in uj is to be attributed to the Creator, 
and no one can boaft of hi; rood works againfl another. But 
God cannot be the author of evil, which rifes entirely from 
the malice and dcfeel of rcC~Htude in the freewill of the crea- 
ture, to whom nothing remains without the divine concurrence, 
but the wretched power of depraving and corrupting itfelf, or 
at moll of doing- that from f df-love which ought to be done For 
God alo-'e. It cannot without gracj do any aclion of which 
God is the fupernatural cral. nor or which by confequence he 
will be the recommence. I\it the neceffary grace is never 
warding but through our faulr. 

Th-ouiih the corruption of human nature by fin, pride being 
become the darling pafiion of our heart, men are born with 
a propenfiry to Pcla^i.inilhi, or principles which flatter an opi- 
nion of our O'vn flrength, merit and felf- fufHciency. Jt is 
not therefore to be wondered, that tin's herefy found many ad- 
vocate" : next to that of Arlarnfm the church never received a. 
more oVnctous af]*niV. "I'he wouud which this monfter 

U p 

caused, v.*i>u!J <"e!. t ;ti:»!'. have been much deeper, had not God 
railed up tins eminent rVict-r of his irrace to be a buhvark for 



the defence (;f the truth. lie was a trumpet to excite the zeal 
of the other pallors, and, a\ it were, the foul of all their de- 
liberations., councils and endeavours to extinguifh the riling 
{lame. 'J V* him js the church indebted as to the chief im'lru- 
nicnt of God in overthrowing this herefy. LVoni its afhes 
iprujv Srmip<'!..':i.uiil;iu the authors of which were certain 
piiefb', bifliopa rind in. ;ui;s in ( }.;ul, at JLcrins, and in other 
parrs about iVhu fi :!Jvs. >t. I J n»fper and Hi an us, two zealous 
and learned 1 1} men, infmmcd St. Auftin by letters £i.;.o) in 

'j.20, that r J 1 - fe pi.-f f e;-. excelled the utmoff. admiiation for all 

Jrh, oihei aoliom and wonK, [) nt took, offence at hi; doctrine 
<>fl>raee, as ii 11 d<_!irovo! lii.ewili in man: they taught that 
the be'»innm:.y ol l.iiuo and the fnfl dclio- oi vuliie ale irom 
the crearure, and move ( iod to beflow that grace which is iu.- 
Ct flrU'v for men to ou'iifi. and aciompMh !i/>od woiLs. IheV 
fan!, that a-, fo end hen who die without haptiim, and thole 
j/diJeL to whom ihe hiiih i-. nevei preached, the red Ion ol' their 

inibloi funr 

(!.}•'- A p. o /ilO. cp. -75, 2 26, 
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misfortune is, that God forefees they would not make a good 
ufe of longer life or of the gofpel ; and that he on that account 
deprives them of thofe graces. St. Auftin, in anfwer to thefe 
letters, wrote two books againfl this errour, one entitled, 
On the Predefllndtion of the Saints^ the other, On the Gift of 
Perfeverance^ fhewing that the authors of this doctrine did not 
recede from the great principle of PeJagi us, and that to afcribe 
to the creature the beginning of virtue, is to give the whole 
to it, not to God. The faint treats the Scmipelagians as bre- 
thren, becaufe they erred without obftinacy, and their errour 
had not been yet condemned by any exprefs definition of the 
church. The principal perfons who efpoufed it feem to have 
been Caflian at Marfeilles, and certain monks of Lerins. 
Fauftus, abbot of Lerins, and afterwards bifhop of Ries in 
462, feveral of whofe works are extant, carried this errour 
to the greateft length (141). He died in 480. The Semi- 
pelagian herefy was condemned in the fecond council of Orange, 
under St. Caefarius, in 529, which was confirmed by pope 
Boniface II. in a letter to St. Casfarius. 

The two works which do moft honour to St. Auftin's name 
are thofe of his Confeflions and Retractations, in the former of 
which with the moft fincere humility and compunction he lays 
©pen the errours of his conduct, and in the latter thofe of his 
judgment. This work of his Retraclations he began in the 
year 426, the fev en ty- fecond of his age, reviewing his writ- 
ings, which were very numerous, and correcting the miftakes 
he had made in an humble fenfe of them, and with a furprif- 
ing candour and feverity, never feeking the lea ft glofs or ex- 
cufe to extenuate them (142). To have more leifure to finifli 
this and his other writings, he propofed to his clergy and 
people to choofe for his coadjutor Eradius ,the youngeft among 
his priefts, but a pcrfon of great virtue and prudence, and 
his election was confirmed with great acclamations of the peo- 
ple on the 26th of September, 426. St. Auftin, however, 
would not have him confecrated before his death on account of 
the canon which forbad two bifnops to be ordained for the 
lame citv at a time : but he defired the people for the future to 

addrcis 

(141) On the Semi pel agin ns fee John Gerard Voflius in WJl. TV- 
}f*$javus 1. 6. p. t; j K . card. Noris, H>JL P*l<n r ,- L tf. p. S3**. Ire- 
iiiiiis Veroncnfis. that is, Scipio Mafleiiri, If>rn fi $t';>:/fh/tio/ t i;/a' t 
ii nd ulpceially Doni Rivet, /////. Litt-nnrl' de la Futme. T. Fn - 
fact, p. 9. . . ?.%. lum in tin* live;; of Callian and K.uillu:; of Kir*, 
p. ?22. and T.3. p i()J>. and T. 4 Avcrtifl'. p. • . Kaullii^s work* 
ure publiihed pan the lull, edition of liiblioth. Pair, and part in 

Murtennc'a Nvua Cclhcth hljtium, V. 9. (H-'O 1 P« • 3 1 • 
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addrefs themfelves to Eradius in all their concerns* Count 
Boniface, a chief commander in the imperial forces in Africa, 
(to whom Placidia and Valentinian III. were chiefly indebted 
for the empire, for which feveral rebels had contended with 
them) after the death of his wife, had taken a refolutton to 
forfake the world, and to embrace a monaftick life. St. Au- 
ftin and St. Alipius difluaded him from taking that ftep, ima- 
gining that in his prefent fituation he was more ferviceable to 
the church and flate (143). By infenfible degrees he after- 
ward fell from his practices of devotion, and good re!olutions 9 
and having been obliged, by the emperour's order>to go over into 
Spain, he there married a fecond time, and took to wife an- 
Arian woman, related to the kings of the Vandals, which al- 
liance procured him a fhare in their friend/hip, though he in— 
fifted that fhe fhould firft become a catholick. Xhis affinity 
gave occafion } to the general Aetius, his rival, to render his 
fidelity fufpecfced to Placidia, daughter of Theodofius the 
great, fitter to the late emperour Honorius, widow of the general 
Conftantius, and at that time regent of the empire during 
the minority of her fori Valentinian J II. Boniface re fen ted his 
dilgrace, and faw his ruin inevitable (gg) 9 wherefore he made n 
treaty with Gontharis and Gcnferick, kings of the Vandals in 
Spain, and ftanding upon his defence, defeated three captains 

that 



(143) Procop. de bello Vandal. 1. 1. C. 3. 



te) The We Iter 11 empire was 
at that time torn afunder by the 
barbarians ever fince the weak 
reign of Honorius. Alarick, the 

Goth, after plundering Rome in 
3x0, marched into Gaul ; and 
his brother in-law and fucccllbur 
Ataulph fettled the kingdom of 
the Vifigoths in Acjuitain and 
the prefent hangucdoc, making 
Toulonfe his capital. He mar- 
ried Gall a Placidia, who after 
lie was murdered by his own 
people, was rellorcd to her bro- 
ther, and given by him in mar- 
riage to his general Conllantius. 
Jn the mean time the Vandal i f 
Alan:;, Sucves and Silinpes, load- 
ed with thefpoils of the Germans 

and Gaule, broke into Spain 



like an impetuous torrent, driv- 
ing the Romans into Cant 
and the mountains of AiLuria. 
The Sueves ;md fome of t hrr 
Vandals fettled thcmfelvcy 11! 
Galicia, which was then of & 
much larger extent than ii is at 
prefent. The Alans took up 
their abode in Lufuania, which 
then reached beyond Salamanca : 
and the Vandal ;> with the Silimtcs 
podefl'ed themfetve:; of lieiica 
(now called from them Auda- 
lulia) and other fouthern pro- 
vinces. fJut the Viiipoths fnun 
Touloufe threatened the new 
pofl'cflbrs '-f Spain, and at length 
under king Kurick, or Kvaric, 
poured in, like an imindaijon, 
upon them, in 4**0, and reduced 

alt 
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that were fent by Placidia and Aetius againff him. St- 
Auftin wrote an excellent letter of advice (144), exhorting 
him to do penance for his fins, to return to his duty, to for- 
give all injuries, and if his wife confented, to embrace a flatc 
of continency, according to his former purpofe : but as he 
could not now do this without her confent, the faint fet before 
his eyes his duty in a mamed ihtte, nut to love the world, 
to commit no evil, to fubdae hi:; pillions, prav, give alms, do 
penance, and fait as much as his health would give him leave. 
We do not find that Boniface was difpofed as yet to follow 
his advice. Indeed the Hep he had then taken made it diffi- 
cult to provide for his fafcty : and St. Auftin who was well ac- 
quainted how precarious and delicate a matter it is to be in- 
volved in the jealoufies and intrigues of courts, had no advice 
which he would venture to give cm thai head. '« You will 
et perhaps fay to me," fa id he, cc What would you have me to 
<c do in this extremity ? If you advife with me concerning 
* c your fecular affairs, and the means how to prefer vc or in- 
<c creafe vour wealth, I know not what aniWer to make you. 
<c Uncertain things cannot admit of certain counfels. But if 
* c you confult me for the falvation of your f< -ul, I know very 
* c well what to fay : Love not the iverfd, neither the things that 
cc ere in the world. 1 John ii. 1 5. Shew your courage . . . re- 
<c pent, pray with zeal and warmth," ike. The Vandals 
under Genferlck, with an army f iourfeore thoufUud men, 
failed from Spain h;to Africa in May, 428, upon the invitation 
of count Boniface. Poffidiuw, bifiiop of Calama, an eyewitnefs, 
defenbes the dreadful ravages by which they filled with hor- 
rour and defolation all thofe rich provinces as they marched. 
He faw the cities in ruin, and the houfes in the country razed 
to the ground, the inhabitants being either {lain or fled. Some 
had funk under the toiltJiv, others had perdhed by the fword ; 
others groaned in captivity, hein<t Income flaves to brutal and 
cruel enemies, and many lo:! ihe purity of their body, and 
their faith. He faw that tb.e hymns and praifes of C 3 oil had 
cealed in the c lunches, v* bok: very buildings had in many 
places been confumcd by fue : that the folemn (acnfices winch 
were due to God, had cealed in their proper places, that r; ? 

(14.)) St. Au». cp. 27.0. 

all Spain, except what was pof- their territories. The Icin^f of 

iefled by the Sucveu, whom alio tin- Viii^oths after this rem ivi*d 

they brought uiiJ.lt a kind of de- their court from '1'oulotiie u» 

pendencc, till they allciwaid 'J oiedo, and i elided in Spain 

found a favouiable oppoiluniiy till the irruption of the Saiae'-ns 

of making an entire count; dl ol' or Moors. 
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for want of churches they were performed in private houfes, or 
other unhallowed places : that in manv parts there were none 
left to demand the facramcnts, nor was it eafy elfewhere to find 
any to adminiftcr them to thofe who required it; that the 
churches were defiatute of pricfLs and minivers ; the confe- 
crated virgins and other religious perfons were difperfed into all 
parts : they who fled into the woods, mountain?, rocks and 
caverns, were cither taken and /lain, or died with hunger, and 
for v/ant of nccefiaries : the bifhops and the icfi of the clergy 
to whom God had been i'o gracious as not to fuffer them to 
fall into the huiuh: of the enemy, or to make their efcape after 
thev had been taken, were {tripped of every thing, and re- 
duced to the mo'!: extreme degree of beggary ; arid of the great 
number of churches in Africa, there were hardly three remain- 
ing (name!; Carthage, Hippo, and Cirtha) whale cities were 
yet Handing, and not laid in ruins. Manfuetus, bifhop of Uri, 
was burnt at the gale of Funics, and Pacinian, bithop of Vita, 
was burnt with red-hot bais of iron. Amidlt this univcrfal de- 
flation St. Auflin was confulted by a bifliop named QuodvuJt- 
deus, and afterward by Honoratus, the pious bifhop of Tha- 
benna, whether it was lawful for bifhops or other clergymen to 
Ry upon tiie approach of the barbarians. St. Aufiin's anfwer 
to Quodvultdeus is loft: but in that to Honoratus ( 145) he 
refers to it, and repeats the fame excellent maxims. He af- 
firms, that it is lawful for a bifliop or priefl to fly and forfakc 
the flock when he alone is aimed at by name, and the people 
are threatened with no danger, but left quiet: or when the 
people are all lied, fo that the pallor has none left who have 
need of his miniftry : or when the fame miniflry may be bet- 
ter performed by others who have not the like occallon of 
Jiight. In all other cafes, he fays pallors are obliged to watch 
over their flock, which Chriil has committed to them ; nei- 
ther can they ibrfake it without a crime, as he proves in 
terms di (Stated by the fire of his fervent charity, and with rca- 
fons fupported by a zeal altogether divine. Rcpre/enting the 
dciolation of a town winch is like to he taken, and the* no- 
ceility of the pre fence of Ch rill's mini /tens, he writes as fol- 
lows : ct In fuch oecaiions what flocking is there to the church, 
c * of perfons of all ages and (exes ! whereof fbme require 
** baptifm, others reconciliation (or abfolution) others to be 
cc put under penance, and all crave comfort. H then no mi* 
^ nifleis are to be found, what mi.sfoi tunc is that,- for fuch as 
* c go out of this hie uiiicgcitcratc, w 9 if penitents, not ab- 

" folved ! 
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e< folvcd ! What grief is it to their kindred, if they be faith- 
** ful, that they cannot hope to fee them with them in ever- 
* c lafiing reft ! What cries ! what iamentations I nay, what 
€C imprecations from fome, to Tee themfelves without minifter' 



<c and without facraments ! Ii on the contrary, m in liters 
* c have proved faithful in not fbWaking their people, they are 
an affi fiance to all the world as God fhall give them power. 
Some arc baptized 5 others are reconciled; no one is de- 
prived of the communion of our Lord's body. All are com- 
forted, fortified, and exhorted to implore by fervent prayer 
tiie aiKftance of the divine mercy." 
Count Darius was font by the emprefs Placidia into Africa to 
treat of pe ice j Boniface produced to him authentick vouchers 
how much he had been betrayed and driven to extremities by 
she treachery of Aetius towards him, and returning to his al- 
legiance, was again entrufted with the command of the impe- 
rial army. He endeavoured to retrieve the lofs of Africa ; but 
It was then too late. He tried to draw ofF the barbarians 
firfl by money, afterward by force of arms, but without fuc- 
cefs. Count Darius wrote to St. Aufiin with extraordinary re- 
ipect, and prayed him that he v/ould fend him his book of 
Confefiions. The faint anfwered his compliments with un- 
feigned humility, and told him that he who finds not in him- 
felf thofe virtues for which he is commended, is but the more 
afhamed to fee himfelf thought to be what he is not, but what 
he ought to be, and adds : " The carefles of this world are 
ec more dangerous than its perfections." The faint had above 
others a mournful fenfe of the miferies of his country, while he 
deeply confidered not only the outward calamities of the people, 
but alfo the ruin of a multitude of fouls that was likely to en- 
ftie 5 and he prayed often and importunately that God would 
deliver his countiy, at leaft would give his fervants conftancy 
and rcfignation, and that he would receive him to himfelf, that 
he might not be an idle fpectator of fo great evils. He /poke 
much to his people on rcfignation to the divine will under all 
the fcourgco which their fins deferved ; on the unfpcakable 
mercies, ;md unfearchable judgments of God always jufr, 
holy and adorable, and the ncccility of averting the divine au- 
ger by fhi-;ere penance. Count Boniface after having been de- 
feated m L:.'.flo, fled to Hippo, which was the ft rouge ft fortrefs 
in Africa Poiiidiiis and feveral neighbouring bilhops took re- 
fuge in the fame place. 'I "lie Vandals appealed before that 
city about the end or May 430, beiieging it by land, and at the 
lame rime blocking; up its harbour with their ileet by fea. The 

ficge continued iuwwen months. In the third month £>U Au- 
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ftin was feized with a fever, and from the fir ft moment of his 
iilnefs doubted not but it was a fummons of God who called 
him to hinifelf. Ever fince he retired from the world death hacj 
been the chief fubjedt of his meditations, and in his laft ill T 
nefs he fpoke of his paftage with great cfrcerfulnefs, faying, We 
have a merciful God. He often fpoke of the resignation and 
joy of St. Ambrofe in his laft moments; and of the faying of 
Chrift to a certain bifhop in a vifion mentioned by St. Cy- 
prian (146): ct You are afraid to fuffer here, and unwilling to 
* 6 go hence : what fhall I do with you ? " He alfo mentioned 
the laft words of a certain friend and fellow- bifhop who when 
he was departing out of this world, faid to one that was 
telling him that he might recover of that iilnefs : cc Jf I 
tc mull die once, why not now ? " How much we are bound 
to take a reafonable care of our health above other temporal 
goods, for all the neceilary purpofes of life, he proves in hi* 
Jerter to Proba (147) : yet he often teaches that it is a mark 
and teft of our loving God to defire vehemently by death to 
.be united eternally and intimately to God in his perfect love 
and uninterrupted praife (148) : " What love of Chriit can 
" that be," fays he (149)3 "to fear left he come whom you 
<c fay you love ? O brethren, are we not aftiamed to fay, we 
ci love, whilft we add, that we are afraid left he come ? " He 
was not able M contain within his brcaft the de fires of his foul, 
in which he fighed after the glorious day of eternity, when we 
fhall behold and poilefs God our fovereign good, the object of all 
our defires. cc Then," fays he (150), " we fhall bend co him 
tc the whole attention, and all the affeclions of our fouls, and 
<c we fhall behold him face to face : we fhall behold and love r 
iC we fhall love and praife. See what will be in the end vvith- 
< c out interruption or end (151}." He thus cxprefles his iighs : 
< c Till I fhall come, till I appear before him, I ceafe noi to 
CQ weep, and thefe tears are fweet to me as food. With this 
ct thirft with which I am confumed, with which! am ardenily 
cc carried towards the fountain ol my love, whililmyjoy is 
cc delayed, I continually burn more and more vehemently, fa 
" the profpeiity of the world no lets than in its adveiliry, I 
<c pour forth tears of this ardent defire, which never languhhes 
cc or abates. When it is well with me as to t'le world, it is 
" ill with mc till I appear before the face of my God (15a,).** 

(i.fo) S. Cvpr. L de Mortnlit. (M7) '"'p. f V- c. z. p 

fi.jS) Knar. n * 1 ^ ( ^ l:L,t '- 111 A I act cju y. (i ; y In 

Vi. \cv, (10$) Dc Civ. Dei. 1. & cap. uk. 1*50 H. 
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He redoubled his fervour in thefe holy fighs as he drew nearer 
his term 5 and he prepared himfelf for his pafl'age to eternity 
by the moft humble compunction and penance. He ufed often 
to fay in familiar difcourfe, that after the remiffion of fins re- 
ceived in baptifm, the moft perfect Chriftian ought not to leave 
this world without condign penance. In his laft illnefs he or- 
dered the penitential pfalms of David to be written out, and 
hung in tablets upon the wall by his bed 3 and as he there lay 
fick, he read them with abundance of tears (153). Not to be 
interrupted in thefe devotions, he defired about ten days before 
his death, that no one fhould come to him except at thofe times 
when either the phyficians came to vifit him, or his food was 
brought to him. This was conftantly obferved, and all the 
reft of his time was fpent in prayer. Though the ftrcngth of 
his body daily and hourly declined, yet his fenfes and intellectual 
faculties continued found to the laft. He calmly rcfigncd his 
fpirit into the hands of God from whom he had received it, on 
the 28th of Augufl, 430, after having lived feventy-fix years, 
and fpent almoft forty of them in the labours of the miniftry. 
He made no will ; for this poor man of Chi i ft had nothing 
to bequeath. He had given charge that the library which he 
had beftowed on his church, fhould be carefully preferred. 
Poflidius adds : cc We being prcfent, a facrifice was offered to 
* c God for his recommendation, and fo he was buried," in the 
fame manner as St. Auftin mentions to have been done for his 
mother (154). The fame author tells us, that whilft the faint 
lav fick in bed, by the impofition of his hands he reftored to per- 
fecx health a fick man, who, upon the intimation made to him 
in a vifion, was brought to him ior 'hat purpofe $ and he fays : 
* c 1 knew both when he was prieft and when he wan bifiiop, 
6t that being requeued to pray for certain pcrfons that wcie 
* c polieflcd, he had poured out prayers and fupplications to 
* c our Lord, and the devils departed from them (155)." An 
authentick account of feveral other miracles with which he was 
favoured by God, may be read in his life compiled by the 
pious and learned IVlr. Woodhead (156) It was afcribed to 
his prayer that the city of Hippo was nut taken in that ftege, 
•which the barbarians raifed alter having continued it fourteen 
months. Count Boniface afterwards hazarded another battle, 
but with no better fuceefr than before. He theiefore fled into 
Italy, and all the inhabitants of Hippo withdi cw in'o foreign 
countries, abandoning, the empty town to the bat D.uians, wh 



o 



then 
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then entered, and burnt part of it. The faint's body, which 
was buried in the church or Peace (called St. Stephen's, fince 
St. Auftin had depofited there a portion of that martyr's re~ 
licks in 424) was refpeeted hv the barbarians, though they 
were Arians ; and his library e'eaped their Jury. B. delays, 
in his true martyrolngy, that the body of St. Au.-iin .vas 
tranflated into Sardinia, and in his time redeemed out of the 
hands of the Saracens, and depoiited in the church of St. Pe- 
ter at Pa> ia about the year 720 Oldiad, arch hi fh op of j\iila;i 9 
wrote a hittory of this iiaidlation by order of Charlemagne, 
extracted from authentic!* ai chives then kept at Pa via. He 
fays that the hi (hops who were banifhed by Hunerick into Sar- 
dinia, took with- them tlefe re'icks, about fifty years after the 
faint's death ; and that they remained in that i/lancJ till Luitpraiul 
the pious arid magnificent king of the Lombards procured lueni 
from the Saracens for a great {urn ot money. Me took: care to 
have this facred treafure hid with the utmofc care under a brick 
wall, in a coffin of iead inclofed in another of filver, the whole 
within a coffin of marble, upon which in many places was 
engraved the name slitgujiiuus. In this condition the facred 
bones were difcovered in 1695. They were incontelhibly 
proved authentick by the bifhop of Pavia in 17 28, whofe fen- 
tence was confirmed by pope Benedict XIII. in die fame year, 
as is related by Fontanini in an exprefs di/lcrtation, and by 
Touron in his life of that pope (157). The church of St. 
Peter in Pavia from this treafure is now called St. Auiiin's, 
and is ferved both by Auliin Friars, and by Regular Canons of 
his rule. PJis festival is mentioned in the manyrology which 
bears the name of St. Jcrom, and in that of Carthage as old as 
the lixth century. In the life of St. Oofurius, wrote if) that 
age, it is mentioned to have been then kept with great fb- 
iemnity. It is a h >lyday of obligation in all the dominions of 
tiie king of Spain. A general council being funim ncJ to 
meet at Lphcfus again ft Ncitoi ius in 0,31, the empeiotu Theo- 
doiius lent a paiticular refcripr, by a fpecial im hen^cr into 
Africa, to invite Si. Auliin to it ; but he was then departed to 
eternal olifs (15S). This faint was no; ouJy the oracle of his own 

times, but ot the principal among all the Latin fathers that 
came after him, who oi.en have only copi. d him, and ulw:ns 
profefied to adhire fo his principles : I'eiei Lombard, St. 
'J homas Atjuinas and othei eminent m.ifleis anion** the felw'ii- 
jnen, have trod in tin ir llcps. The conrn.il.-> have frequently 
borrowed the vvokL oi this holy doiilur in 1 ,\p» ehm^ ti. u d<-- 

Vol. J i I- Jibh ~ : ifi 
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cilions. On the great commendations which Innocent I. Ce- 
leftine I. St. Gregory the Great and other popes, and eminent 
men have bellowed on his doctrine, fee Orfi (159), Godeau, 
MafToulie, Gonet, Ufher and innumerable others. An ab- 
ftracl: of his doctrine is given us by Ceillier (i6o, ( , and in a 
judicious and clear manner by the learned Mr. Brerelie, in a 
book entitled, The Religion of St. Augujline^ printed in 1620. 
He (hews (161) how great was the veneration which the firft 
reformers generally exprcfTed for this father. Luther affirms 
that, cc fince the apnftles time the church never had a better 
« c do&or than St. Auftin (162) and that, " After the fa- 
" cred fcripture there is no do£lor in the church who is to be 
<c compared to Auftin (163)." Dr. Couel fays he was, c * A 
<c man far beyond all that ever were before him, or fhall in 
cc likelihood follow after him, both for divine and human 
cc learning, thofe being excepted that were infpired (164)." 
Dr. Field calls him, " The greateft of all the Fathers, and 
6C the worthieft divine the church of God ever had fmce the 



<c apoftle's time (165)/' JVTr* Forefter ftylcs him, 44 The 
tc monarch of the fathers (166;." To mention one of our 
own times, the learned and moft celebrated profeftor at Herlm 
James Brucker, in his Critical Hifto*y,of Pbilofophy (167), ex- 
tols exceedingly the :?flomfliing eenius and penetration, and the 
extcnfive learning of thi»; admirable dodior, and tells us that lie 
was much fupcriour to all the other great men who adorned 
that moft learned age in which he flourished. The fame au- 
thor in his abridgment or biftiUitions of the Philofophical liif- 
iory (168), calls "him, « The bright ftar of Philofoph v * 
Thefe teftimonies agree with that of Erafmus, who calls St. Au- 
ftin, cc The Angularly excellent father, and the chief among 
* fc the grcateft ornaments and lights of the church." Eximius 
pater , inter Juimna ccchjits ornamenta ac lumina prtneeps. 

The eminence of the fandfcity of this illuflrious doctor was 
derived from the deep foundation of his humility, according 
to the maxim which he lays down : 4C Attempt not to attain 
* c true wifdom by any other way than that which God hath 
tc enjoined. This is in the firft, fecond and third place, Hu- 
<c mility : and this would I anfwer as often as you afk me* 
GC Not that there are not other precepts : btit unlcfs humility 
* c go before, accompany and follow after, all that we do well 

" is 

(159) Orfi 1. 27. n. 7-. T. 12. p. 240 (160) T. 11. ( 161 ) 'P. 7. 
Op ed. Wittonb. fol. \o$. (J^) Luther, hoc Comm. clai's. 4. 

p 4^. (163) Anfwer to John ]»ur»es. pnp; 3. («o\]) Of the 

Ch urch 1. 3. fol. r/o. (165) Mimas Thcifai a^raphica in proov 
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46 is (hatched out of our hands by pride . . .As Dem oil he ties, 
c< the prince of oratours, being afked, which among th«. pre- 
tfc cepts of eloquence was to be obferved firft ? is faid to have 
* c anfwered : Pronunciation, or the delivery; Again, which. 
tfc fecond ? Pronunciation: which third ? Nothing elfe (faid he) 
<£ but Pronunciation : fo if you fhouid afk me concerning the 
<c precepts of the Chrifh'an religion, J fhould an fiver you, No- 
* c thing but Humility. Our Lord Jefus Chrifr. was made fa 
ec low in order to teach us this Humility, which a certain molt 
4< ignorant fcience oppofeth ( 169)/* 



Cn the fame DAY 



St. Hermes, AT. He fufFered at Rome in the perfecution of tha 
empcrour Adrian about the year 132. His comb on the Salarian 
Way was ornamented by pope Pelagius II. and his name is famous 
%n the anient weilern marry rologics. 



AUGUST 29. 

The Decollation of St. John Baptist* 




T. John" the Battist was called by God to he tie fore- 
runner of his Divine Son, to uflier him into the worlds 
and to prepare mankind by penance to receive their great Re- 
deemer, whom the prophets had foretold at a diihmcc through 
every age from the beginning of the world ; never coaling to 
excite the people of God to faith and hope in Him, by whom 
alone they were to be faved. The more the fublime function 
of this faint furpafled that of the Jcwifli Icgiflator, anj of all the 
patriarchs and ancient prophets, the greater were the graces 
by which he was fitted for the fame. Some of the pro- 
phets had been fanclificd from their birth: -but neither 
in i'u wonderful nor in fo abundant a manner as the Bap- 
lift. In order to piderve his innocence /potleis, and ro 
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improve the extraordinary graces which he had receiv- 
ed, he was directed by the Holy Ghoft to lead an aufteie 
and contemplative life in the wjid«*rncfs, in the continual exer- 
cifes of devout prayer and penance, from his infancy till he 
was thirty years of ag • tiow much does this precaution of a 
faint, who was ihen^thened by fuch uncommon privileges and 
graces, condemn the rafhnefb of parents who expofe children, 
in the ilippery time of yrj>uth, to the contagious air of wicked 
worldly company, and to every danger 1 or, who inUead of ti ain- 
ing them up in fu*uab!e habits of felf-denial, humility, devotion 
and rcafonablc application to ferious duties, are themfehes by 
example and pernicious maxims the corruptors of their tender 
minds, and the flatterers of their pafiions which they ought to 
teach them to fubdue. St. John cannot be commonly imitated 
by youth in hi*? total retreat from the world, but he teaches 
what are the means by which they muft ftudy, according to their 
circumiTances, to fanctify that mo ft precious age of life 3 what 
they muit fhun, in what maxims they ought to ground them- 
felves, and how they aic to form and flrengthen in themfelvcs 
the moft perfect habits of all virtues. Let them confider him 
as a fpecial patron, and the model of innocence and of that 
fervour with which they muff, labour continually to improve in 
wifdom, piety and every virtue. He is particularly the pattern 
which thofe ounht alvva.s to have be! ore their eves, who a r e 
called by God to the minil'ry of bis altar, or ot his word. 
Let no one be fo rafli as to intrude himfcif into the fandtunrv 
before he has laboured a long time to qualify himfelf for fl» 
high an office by retirement, humility, holy contemplation and 
penance, and before the fph it of thofe virtues has taken deep 
root in his foul. Sc. John led a moil auflere life in the wilder- 
nefs, converting onlv with God, till in the thirtieth year of his 
age, he \vas perfectly qualified to enter upon the adminiftratiou 
of his office; that being alio the age, at which the pricfts and 
levites were permitted by the Jewim Jaw to begin the cxercife 
of their functions 'Vhu prophets had long before defcribf-d 

the Baptift as the mellengcr and forerunner lent to prepare the 
way of the I\oid, by bringing men to a due fenfe of their fins 
and to the other neceflary difpolitions for receiving worthily 
their Redeemer (2). Jlaias and Malacby in thefe predictions 
allude to harbingers and Inch oilier oflicrrs whom princes upon 
their journeys fent before them to take care that the roads fhould 
be levelled, and all oblliuclions that might hinder their pailagr, 

l e moved, 

(1) Num. iv. 3. (2) Ifa.xl. 3. Mai. iii. *. 
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removed. God, by a revelation intimated to John his com- 
miflion of precurfor in the wilderneS, and the iaichful minifter 
began to difcharge it in the deleft of JuJsca itfcif near the bor- 
ders, where it was thinly inhabited, upon the banks of the 
Jordan, towards Jeiicho. Clothed with the weeds of penance, 
he announced to ail men the obligation thev lav under of wa/h- 
in^ awav their iniquities with the '.car* of fmcic compunction ; 
2nd proclaimed the .VleiHah who was then criming to make his 
appearance among them lie v/a* received by the people, 

Ub the true herald of the mo:r hi..;"'. Co-', and his voice was as 
i': were a trumpet founding from heaven to fummon all men to 
avert the divine judgments. e .nd to prepare themfelves to reap 
the benefit of the me ^', that wa? ofiej ed them. All ranks of 
people hiiened to linn, and amongit others came many Phari- 
fees, whole pride and hypocrisy which rendered them indocil, 
and blinded them in their vices, he fhatply reproved. The 
very foldiens and publicans or tax gatherers, who were generally 
perfms hardened in habits of immorality, violence and in- 
jullice, flocked to him. He exhorted all to works of charity, 
and to a reformation of their lives, and thofc who addrerTecl 
them lei ves to him, in thefe difpofuions, he baptized in the 
river. The Jews p radii fed ieveral religious wafhings of the 
body as legal purifications : bur no haptifm before this of John 
had fo great and myilica! a iignification. It chief]/ reprefented 
the manner in which the fouls of men mull be cleanfed from 
all fin and vicious habits-, to be mi.de partakers of Chrifl's fpi- 
ritual kingdom, and it was an emblem of the intcriour efTetSfs of 

^ _ .... 

fiueere repentance. But it dii'iered entirely from the great fa- 
cramcnt or baptifm which Chrdi i'oon after inftitutcd, to which 
it was much inferiour in viirue and ciTicacy, and or which it 
was a kind of type (4). St. John's baptifm was a temporary 
rite, by which men who were under the law, were admitted 
to fome new fpiritual privileges which they hail not before, by 
Kim who was the meiieiu'er of Chi ilr, and ol his new covenant. 
Whence it i.*> c,dud by the lathcis a partition between the Jaw 
and ihe j»oipel ( 5 ■. 1 his baptji'm of John prepared men to be- 
come C. hi iii ians, bin uid not make them fo. It wis not even 
c >nJei 1 ed in the name of Chnil, or in that ol the I July G hoft, 
Vilio had not been as \ et »iven (o). When St. John had al- 
ii b b 3 ready 
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ready preached and baptized about fix months, our Redeemer 
went from Nazareth, and prefented himfelf among others to 
be baptized by him. The Baptiffc knew him by a divine re- 
velation, and full of awe and refpecl: for his facred perfon, at 
firfl cxcufed himfelf, but at length acquiefced out of obedi- 
ence. The Saviour of finners was plea fed to be baptized 
am<;ng finners, not to be cleanfed himlhli\ but to fan&ify the 
waters, fays St. Ambrofc (7)? that is, to give them the virtue 
to cjeanfe away the fins of men. St. Auifin and St. Thomas 
Aquinas think he then inflituted the holy facrament of bap- 
tifm which he foon after adminiirereu by his difciples (8) 
xvhom doubtlefs he had firfl: baptized himfelf (9). 

The iolemn admonitions of the Baptifi, attended with the 
jnoft extraordinary innocence and fanciity, and the marks of 
his divine commiffion, procured him a mighty veneration and 
authority among the Jews, and feveral began to look upon him 
as the Melliah, who from the ancient prophecies, was ex peeled 
by all the nations of the Eaft to appear about that time in Judasa, 
as Suetonius, Tacitus and Joiephus teftify (1 o). To remove 
all thoughts of this kind, he fredy declared, that he only bap- 
tized finners with water in order to repentance and a new life; 
but that there was one ready to appear among them, who 
would baptize them with the effufion of the Holy Ghoft, and 
who fo far exceeded him in power and excellency, that he was 
not worthy to do for him the meancft fervile office. Neverthe- 
lefs, fo ttrong were the impreflions which the preaching and de- 
portment, of John made upon the minds of the Jews, that they 
fent to him a folernn embaily of priells and Levites from Jeru- 
salem to enquire of him if he was not the Chriit (n). True 
humility fhuiiders at the very mention of undue honour j-and the 
higher applaufe it meets with among men, the lower it finks in a 
deep feme and fincere acknowledgment of its own bafenefs and 
un worthiness, and in the abyfs of its nothingnefs : and in this 
difpoiition it is inflamed with a moil ardent defire to give all 
praifc and glory to the pure gratuitous goodnefs and mercy of 
God alone. In thefe fentiments St. John eevfeffed, and did not 
denv 1 and he confej/ed^ I am not the ChriJL lie alfo told tiie de- 
puties that he was neither Ellas nor a prophet. He was in- 
deed Elias in fpirit, being the great harbinger of the Sou 
of God ; and excelled in digtiity the who was 



(7) L. 2. in Luc. T. 3. p. 46. (S) John ii.\ ?.6. ir. -z. (9) S. 
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a type of our faint. The Baptift was likewife eminently a 
prophet, and more than a prophet, it being his office, not to 
toretel Chrift at a diftance, but to point hirn out preicnt among 
men (12). Yet far from pluming himfelf with titles and pre- 
rogatives, as pride infpires men to do, he forgets his dignity 
in every other refpeeft only in that of di (charging Uie obligations 
it lays upon him, and of humbling himfelf under the Almighty 
and Merciful hand of Him who had cho&n and exalted him by 
his grace. Therefore becaufe he was not Elias in per (on, nor 
a prophet in the ftrict fenfe of the • word : though by his office 
more than a prophet, he rejccTs thofe titles Being prefled to 
giver fome account who he v/as, he calls himfelf //v voice of one 
crying in the defer i : he will not have men have the leaft regard 
for him, but turns their attention entirely from himfelf as un- 
worthy to be named or thought of, and only bids them liften to 
the fummons which God lent them by his mouth. A voice 13 
no more than an empty found : it is a mere nothing. How 
eloquent does fincere humility render the faints to exprefs the 
fen ti men ts of their own nothingnefs ! Like the BaptifT, every 
preacher of God's word mud be penetrated with the mo ft feel- 
ing fenfe of his own bafenefs ; muft ft udy always to be nothing 
himfelf and in his own eyes, whilft yet he exerts all his powers 
that God, the Great All, may be known, loved, ferved and 
glotificd by all, and in all: he muft be himfelf merely a voice, 
but a voice of thunder to awake in all hearts a profound fenfe 
of their fpiritual miferies, and of the duties which they owe to 
God. This maxim St. Auftin illuftratcs by the following 
fimile drawn by the Pagan mythologies : * c It is related in the 
<w fables," fays he, " that a wolf thought from the fhrilJnefs 
" of the voice, that a nightingale was fome large 
" and coming up and finding it to have fo ("mall a body, faid : 
cc Thou art all voice, and art therefore nothing. In like man- 
cc ner let us be nothing in our own elleem. Let the world 
4C defpife us, and fut us at nought, provided we only he the 
** voice of God, and nothing more {13)." The Bapt* ft pro- 
claimed Jefus to he the Mcilias at his baptifm ; he did the 
fame when the Jew:, confulted him from Jerulalcm whether he 
was not the »\ieluas: atiain when feeing him come towards 

him the day following. Ik called him, V/jj Latah of God\ alfo 

when hisdiii-iplcs confulted linn about the baptihn of Jefus,and on 
other occalio ns. Me baptised firft in the Jordan on the bor- 
ders of the defer t of Jiukea; afterward on the other iide of 
that river at a place called Beihania or rather Bethabara, which 
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word fignifles Houfe of the paflage or common ford : laftly 
Ennon near Salim, a place abounding in waters, fuuated in 
Judaea near the Jordan. In the dilcharge of his commiflion 
he w:vs a perfect model to be imitated by all true mini Iters of 
the divine word, Like an angel of the Lord he was neither 
tnorcd by benedictions nor by mcdedi£lions{\\), having only God 
and : s holy will in view. Entirely free from vanity or love of 
popular applauie, he preached not himself, but Chrift. His 
tencicrnefs and charity won the hearts, and his zeal gave him a 
commanding influence over the minds of his rearers. He 
reproved the vices of all orders of men with impartial freedom, 
and an undaunted authority ; the hypocrify of the Pharifees, 
the profancnefs of the Sadducees, the extortion of the publicans, 
the rapine and licentioufnefs of the foldiers, and the inceft of 
Herod himfelf(^). 

The 

(1 *) 2 Kings xiv. 17. 



(a) Herod furnnmcd the Great 
died dctcRed by the Jews for his 
"Vices, oppreffions of the people, 
and baibarous cruelty, by which 
he had not only contrived the 
cxtinct-on of the Afmoncan roval 
family, and cut off the moft il- 
lullrious prince? of the Jevvilh 
fanhedrim and nation, but alio 
hr.u put to derth his virtuous 
wife Mariaxnne (the daughter of 
tlircanus, the la ft Afm< nean 

Idn^) a. id the two fons who,,; he 
had by her, lexander and Ari 
jlobulus ; and like wife Antiparer, 
the deleft of his fons. He 
left at his death at lead four 
fons, Arcluiaus and He red An- 
tfpas by Malthace, Philip by 
Cleopatra, and Herod Philip by 
another JvJariamne Herod by 
his will made a partition of his 
dominions anion" three of thefe 
fons, leaving to Ardielaus Jiulan, 
Iduinrea and Samaiia witli the 
title of king ; to Philip Tracho- 
nitis, Auronitis, Panea and Pa- 
tunea ; and to Herod Am:j as 
Ci'ililee and Pent a. 'Phi;. uilj o- 
lilion was confirmed by Ain> l. . u s 

with the fellowum limitation;, li-at 



Archelaus mould rule only with 
the title of Ethnarch till he 
mould (hew himfelf worthy to be 
honoured with that of king ; 
which he never obtained. For 
inheriting the cruelty ot his fa- 
ther, he was accufed at Rome by 
the Jews and Samaritans of ty- 
ianny and male-adminiilration, 
and in the tenth year of his 
iei-. a depofeJ bv AueulTus, and 
hi* roods confifcatcd. He died 
in banifhment at Vicnnein Gaul. 
Upon his dcpofnimi Judaea was 
made part of the province of 
»S>iia, and ieized upon by 
the proconlnl Quirinus, under 
whom Caponius, a Kumau of 
the i.Ujuclirian ouler, was ap- 
pointed «.;ovcrnour with the title 
ol ptocuiaior of Jnihea. Philip 
the telrach or prince of Tiacho- 
ihti'-, fecms the honeilcll man 
of h t family : lie lived in quiet 
poffeiiion ci hi:, hnall ternrory 
thi'ty-leven yeais, ,i;nd died 
without h'lue in the twenty ft cond 
year nf 'J'iveuu:.. AriJlobulu.-, 
whom his fa;lu:r Tien d put to 
cleat!), left a h n called Ap,iippa 
'who ahcnwid obtained i he 

hinj»; • 
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The tetrarch Herod Antipas going to Rome in the fixteenth 
year of Tiberius, the thirty-third or Chrift, lodged in his way 
at the houfe of his brother Herod Philip, and was fmitten with 
love for his wife Herodias, who was niece to them both. He dis- 
covered to her his criminal paffion, and fhe confented to leave 
her bufband and marry him, upon condition that he firft di- 
vorced his wife, who was daughter of Aretas, king of the 
Arabs. To this he readily agreed, and beina; returned from 
Rome in the fallowing Autumn, he confidered how to rid him- 
felf of his wife. The princefs having got intelligence of his re- 
solution, made her efcape, and fled to her father. By her vo- 
luntary retreat Herod Antipas faw himfelf at liberty, and by a 
notorious infringement of all laws divine and human married 
Herodias his filler- in-law, though fhe had children by her own 
hufband Philip his brother, who was yet living (14). St. John 
Baptift boldly reprehended the tetrarch and his accomplice for 
fo fcandalous an inceft and adultery, and faid to that prince: 
it is not lawful for thee to take thy brother s zu/fe. Herod feared 
and reverenced John, knowing him to bean holy man ; and he 
did many things by his advice - 9 but on the other hand, he could 
not bear that his main fore mould be touched, and was highly 
offended at the liberty which the preacher took in that parti- 
cular. Thus whilit he refpecKd him as a faint, ne hated him 
as a cenfor, and felt a violent Uru^cje in his own breaft be- 
tween his veneration for the fa/ictity of the prophet, and the 
reproach of his own conduct. Mis pafllon fl ill got the better, 
and held him captive, and his flame was nouriihed by the flat- 
teries of courtiers, and the clamours and artifices of Herodias, 

who 

(14) Mat. xiv. 3. Mark vi. 17. Luke iii. 29. Jofcph. 1. iS. c. 7- 



kingdom of Judaja) and a daugh- 
ter named Hciodias who was 
married to Herod Philip. 'J 'his 
jbme undcrfLantl to be the te- 
trarch Philip; but Calmet and 
ot tiers prove him to be the fourth 
fon of Merod who had no (haie 
in the tetrnrc hates, and u ho 
lived privately till Vefpa/iarPs 
time, when beim* eighty years 
old he was inti rated by Jnfeplnth 
to revile the hookb of hi-- hiltory 
which he lent him. This liillo- 
ri.iii con/inns our opinion : for 
fpeakiu^ of lilt: rape ot Ileto- 

diy's, lie fay i> that ilurud the te- 



trarch went to the ho life of his 
brother Ilerud the ion of Ma - 
riamne (the daughter of Simon 
the li prjeil ) Thcfo princi- 
palities were c:a lie! Tetrarchatef?, 
tli at word iiiwxifvinj* in (ireefc 
a fonrch pan ; the dominion? ot 
Herod the Great beimr, divided 
into four portions. For behdes 
(lie three above-mentioned, one 
I.yfanias was tetrarch of a ImalJ 
ternroiy between Libanus and 
Atitilibams;, called Abilina, Luke 
iii. See Ca'nict & Synop. Critic 
ib The h*w:. ilyled fome of the 
teuarchb i:ui£b„ 
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who Kke an enrage a infernal fury, left nothing unattempted to 
take away the life of him who durft impeach her conduct, and 
difturb her criminal pleafures and ambition. Herod, to con- 
tent her, caft the faint into prifon. Jofephus fays the fervant 
of God was confined in the caftle of Macherus, two leagues 
beyond the lake Afphaltitcs, upon the borders of Arabia Pe- 
tra?a. St. John hearing in prifon of Chrift's wonderful works 
and preaching, fcnt two of his difciples to him for their in- 
formation, not doubting but that Chriifc would fatisfy them 
that he was the Memah (15) ; and that by his anfwers they 
would lay afide their prejudices, and join themfelves to him. 

Herod continued flail to refpect the man of God, frequently 
fent for him, and heard him difcourfe with much pleafure, 
though he was troubled when he was admonifhed by him of 
his faults. Herodias on the other hand never ceafed by her in- 
itigations to endeavour to exafperate him againft the holy man, 
and to feek an opportunity to compafs his defirucvfcion. An 
occafion at length fell out favourable to her defigns. It was 
about a year fince John the Baptift had been committed clofe 
prifoner, when Herod, upon the return of his birth-day, made 
a fplendid entertainment for the principal nobility of Galilee in 
the caftle of Macherus(/>). The dancing of Salome and other cir- 
cumfrances of this banquet are fenfible proofs to what an in- 
famous pitch of impudence debauchery was carried in this impious 
court. To dance at banquets was locked upon among civi- 
lized nations which had anv regard to rules of decency and 

* CD J 

temperance, as a bafe effeminacy, and an excels of foftnefs 
and voluptuoufnefs (16), as it is called by Cicero, who clears 
the reputation of king Deiotarus from the afperfion of fuch 
an indecency, becaufe being a man remarkable from his youth 
for the gravity of his manners he was incapable of fuch an ex- 
travagance. That oratour had before endeavoured in the fame 
manner to juftify Murama from a like imputation. When 
luxury and intemperance overran the Roman commonwealth, 

thefe 

(15) Mat. xi. 1, 2, &c. Luke vii. 1 8. (16) See Rollin, & 

T? . fur f Education d*un Vtince. 



(/») Fleury {moeurs yuf/s 
& Chttt) and Mel moth [Nttes on 
Plintfs Letters) obferve that the 
ancient.'; look only a veiy final 1 
refreihinent for brcnkfall and 
dinner : for example, a little 
bread and wine with an npple or 

two or the like ; and that their 



only meal to which friend:? were 
invited, was made toward luniet, 
or in great entertainments about 
the ii inch hour, or our three in 
the afternoon. See alfo hcine- 
ry\ Diilcrtation on the whole* 

foincnels of iupjiers. 
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thefe maxims of ancient fe verity ftlll fo far prevailed, that Xi- 
berius and Domitian, who will never pafs for rigid reformers of 
morals, turned patricians out of the fenate for having danced, 
and the former banifhed all the profefled dancers and comedi- 
ans out of Rome {17), fo incompatible with purity of man- 
ners was a pafiion for dancing looked upon. This reflection 
Jeads us to form a judgment of the extreme degeneracy of He- 
rod's court, in which the mirth- and jollity of this feaft was 
heightened by dancing. Salome, a daughter of Herod i as by 
her lawful hufband, pleafed Herod ; by her dancing, infomucfl 
that he prom i fed her, with the facred bond of an oath, to 
grant her whatever fhe afked, though it amounted to half of 
his dominions. From this infrance St. Ambrofe and other fa- 
thers take occaflon to fhew the dangerous confequences of a 
paffion for dancing, and the depravity from which it often 
takes its rife (rj. Salome having received the abovefaid ample 

prornife 

(17) Tillemont Vie de Tib ere art.- 14-. de Domxtien art. 3. 



(r)Utcerly to condemn dancing 
in perfons who live in the world 
would be an excefs of feverity 
in morals : nor is forne degree of 
that corporal exercile deititute of 
advantage in young perfons of 
birth. As to ground the heart 
in fentiments of religion and vir- 
tue, and to cultivate and adorn 
the mind with fui tabic flu dies 
aad fciencc is the jfirii pare of 
education, fo ic is a fecond zwy care 
that the body be formed by cxer- 
eifes, both fuch as promote 
health and ilrength, and fuch as 
contribute to inve an cafy erace- 
t'ul mien and carriage, an up- 
right and ili ait attitude, a firm 
ami Head fall walk, and a gen- 
teel nef^ and piifiteriefs in beha- 
viour. This is a part of the 
icience of the world, and awk- 
ward nefs in the attitude of the 
body, or clowuifhnels in making 
our addrefs to others, or in ap- 
pearing in company, is a mark 
of want of education, and a 

negledl which rend era a penile- 

* 



man contemptible, and unfit for 
adting his part with becoming 
dignity in the commerce of hu- 
man life. On this account the 
molt fevere moralills allow chil- 
dren to be taught not only a 
graceful manner of making a 
how, and of addrclTmg perfons 
of all ranks, but alfo ibme flngle 
plain dances, fuch as are mo ft' 
proper to correct, all rultick un- 
natural contorfions, to form the 
fhape and attitude of the body, 
and to give an eafy, natural and 
giaccful carriage. Bi utes attain 
their end by in it i net. ; but man 
by reafon ; and the faculties of 
his mind Hand in need of dili- 
gent culture to arrive at the per- 
fection of nature for which he 
undoubtedly was defigned by 
his author who created him ca- 
pable thereof: alio his body, 
ibr the fake not only of health 
and flrength, but alio of decency 
and gracefulneis mull be faihion- 
ed by fui table exerci/e, a*; ex- 
perience makes evident, and at: 

it 
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promife made her by Herod, confulted with her mother what 
to afk. Herodias was fo entirely devoured by lull and ambi- 
tion 



it is eafy to demon ft rate from the 
general laws of mechanicks and 
phy licks applied to the human 
frame. So far as dancing is fer- 
viceable to ibme of thefe pur- 
pofes., children areufefully taught 
fuch an exercife. But on the 
Other fide its abufes and dangers 
mull be cauticufly guarded againft, 
as it is fometimes made an inilru- 
ment to vice, and an incentive 
of" the moll dangerous of all paf- 
fions. Such dunces as by a bafe 
Jicentioufneis of morals are often 
tolerated on the llage and in pro- 
mifcuous aflemblics, ought ab- 
folutely to be banifhed out of 
every commonwealth, which has 
the Icait regard to virtue and mo- 
rals ; much more ouc of chriitian 
focieties. Seen are here meant, 
in which feveval geftures fhock 
mode fly, tend to excite the paf- 
fions, and are more apt to give a 
foft diflbluto behaviour than a 
grave, and truly genteel eafy 
carriage. Secondly, a paflion or 
fondnefs for dancing is generally 
a fatal fymptom, and a dangerous 
fnare, as all agree who have 
laid down precepts of virtue. To 
extenuate the lm-ll venerable au- 
thority of the fathers in this 
point, many si; eel to treat tht.ni 
as pci fun j unacquainted with the 
world, and to call their morality 
whiwh is no other than that of 
the chui\ h, too iovcre. Eut the 
tellimonic/. of penitent courtiers, 
or oi In at!. en Uatefmcn and pin- 
lofopl.c; c ni y ptihaps have loine 
weight with Inch perfons. An 
in!L w j or two will fuflicc. 
)\o<m d j llabutin, count ol" 
JJulii, wlio lived many ycat*. 
with di,'tjity and apnlaule in the 



French court, and who is well 
known both by feveral loofe pre- 
duciions of wit in his youth, and 
by his edifying repentance many 
years before his dea'h. This 
great man, in his book, On the 
uje cf Ad-uerjlty, add relied to his 
children, cautions them in the 
ftrongefl: terms agairll a love of 
dancing ; a/Turing them from his 
own experience that this diver- 
fion is dangerous to many peo- 
ple. This pathetick admonition 
he concludes as follows: ** A 
ball is geneially a pod too 
hot even for an ancho- 
< c ret. If it may be done by 
(e aged perfons without danger, 
es it would be in them ridicu- 
" lous : and to perfons that are 
* c young, let cullcm fay what it 
" wiil, it is dangerous. Jn a 
* e word, I aver that a promifcuous 
" ball is no place for a Chriltnn.'* 
The ancient Heathens, howib- 
ever debauched in their morals, 
looked upon a paflion for dancing 
iib the ichool and mark of molt 
dangerous paflions. This appears 
from Salluil, a nobleman, and 
friend of Julius Caifar, who was 
himfelf borne away by the tor- 
rent of the time in w Inch he 
lived, and plun;.;ed into the com- 
mon corruption, but who prof fill 1 s 
in His excellent hiitoi ies, that he 
abominated the vices he faw prac- 
ti fed, though he wanted Ihength 
to bear up againll the* tide A- 
mong many judicious lelle^ions, 
tliii author (ays ol" Sempronia, ;t 
Roman lady, that file danced too 
well lor an hondl woman, i* f'al- 

It y r it hilt ait tl'^antiui qua;,': /:c- 
i't?r 'Ji I'rohtt '. (Df bt'II'j Ctittt/u:,) 

Which wouljj one of our hilto- 

liana 
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tion, as willingly to forego every other consideration, that flie 
might be at liberty to gratify her paffions, and remove him 
who flood in her way in the purfuit of her criminal inclina- 
tions. She therefore inflructed her daughter to demand the 
death of John the Baptift, and her jealoufy was fo impatient 
of the leaft delay, for fear Jt-ft the tyrant might relent if he 
had time to enter into himfelf, that me perfuaded the j oung 
damfel to make it part of her petition that the head of the pri- 
foner fhould be forthwith brought to her in a difh. This 
ffrange requeff. ftartled the tyrant himfelf, and caufed a damp 
upon his fptrits. He, however, aiTented, though with reluc- 
tance, as men often feel a cruel fling of remorfe, and fuffer 
the qualms of a diflurbcd conference Hying in their face and 
condemning them, whilil they are drawn into fin by the ty- 
ranny of a vicious habit, or fome violent paftion. We cannot 
be furpri fed that Herod fhould be concerned at fo extravagant 
a petition. The very mention of fuch a thing by a ladv ia 
the midfl of a feaft and folcmn rejoicing, was enough to fhock 
even a man of uncommon barbarity. The evangelift alfo 
informs us, that Herod had conceived a good opinion of the 
Baptift as a jutt and holy man ; alfo that he feared the re- 
fentment of the people, who held the man of Q*d in the highefr 
veneration and efteem. Moreover, it was a conflant rule or 
cuftom that neither the prince's birth- day, nor the mirth of a 
pubjick aflembly and banquet, were to be flaincd with the 
condemnation or execution of any criminal whatever, only 
favours and pardons were to be granted on fuch occafions. 
Flaminius, a Roman general, was expelled the fen ate by the 
cenfors for having given an order for beheading a criminal 
whilil he was at a banquet (iS). Nevertheless, the weak ty- 
rant, overcome by his pafiion and by a fond complaifance, was 
deaf to the voice of his own conicicncc, and to every other 

con- 

(io) S- Ilieron. in Mat. T. 4. p. 62. 



rians Ivns applied to a certain 
famous Kn^iiih queen. St. A111- 
brofe cxprciU:!! only the general 
fencimcias of the Romans, or 
rather of niankord, when he lays 
that fcarcc an}' thinp, can be laid 
more Icvert: of a IaJy than to 
call her a dancer. Tin-, maxim is 
founded in experience', and in the 
very nature of things, Plutarch 

taker notice that tlie firlt rape 



committee! upon the famous He- 
lena when Ihe was carried by 
Thelcu;. into Thrace, was o<-ca« 
/ione.l hy her dancing with other 
maiden? round the altar of Oiana 
at Sparta. The danciup^ of S.i- 
loiue at this feall of Ihaod pro- 
duced :Jif ma; tyi do in of the JJap- 

till, and a complication ol'oilwr 
ciimes. 
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confederation 5 and ftudied by foolifh pretences to excufe a 
crime which they could only -ferve to exaggerate. He alleged 
a conference of his oath : though if it be one fin -to take a 
wicked oath, it is another to keep it : for no oath can be a bond 
of iniquity, nor can any one oblige himfelf to do what God 
forbids. The tyrant alfo .urged ^his refpecl: for the company, 
and his fear of giving them fcandal by a perjury. But how 
eafy would true virtue and courage have juftified the innocent 
man to the fatisfadtion of alJ perfons whom pallion did not 
blind, and have fhewn the inhumanity of an execution which 
could not fail to damp the joy of the meeting, and give offence 
to all who were not interefted in the plot! But the tyrant, 
without giving the faint an hearing, or allowing him fo much 
as the formality of a trial, fent a foldier of his guard to be- 
head him in prifon, with an order to bring his head in a 
charger, and prefent it to Salome. This being executed, the 
damfel was not afraid to take that prefent into her hands, and 
deliver it to her mother. St. Jerom relates (19) that the fu- 
rious Herodias made it her inhuman paftime to prick the facred 
tongue with a bodkin, as Fulvia had done Cicero's. Thus 
died the great forerunner of our bleffed Saviour, about two 
years and three months after his entrance upon his publick 
miniftry, about the time of the Pafchal folemnity, a year be- 
fore the death of our blefled Redeemer. Jofephus, though a 
Jew, gives a remarkable teftimony to the innocence and ad- 
mirable fan&ity of John, and fays : " He was indeed a man 
sc endued with all virtue, who exhorted the Jews to the prac- 
<c tice of juftice towards men, and piety towards God 5 and 
* c alfo to baptifm, preaching that they would become acccpt- 
able to God, if they renounced their fins, and to the clcan- 
<c nefs of their bodies added purity of foul (20)." This hif- 
torian adds, that the Jews afcribed to the murder of John the 
misfortunes into which Herod fell. For his army was foon 
after cut to pieces by Arctas, king of Arabia Petr?ea, who in' 
revenge for the affront offered his daughter, invaded his terri- 
tories, and conquered the callle of Machcrus. When Caligula 
afterward conferred on Agiippa the title of king of Judaea, the 
ambitious Herodias being lacked with envy, prevailed with He- 
rod Antipas to repair to Rome, in oider to rcquelr the like fa- 
vour of the emperour. But Caligula had received a bad im- 
prcflion a.gainff him, being informed by Agrippa that he war. 
making a league with the ParlliiniKs, and was provided with 
arms for feventy thuufand men. Whereupon, iniiead of grant- 
ing 

(19) S. Ilicr. h 3. contra Ruf.n. c. n, (zo) Ami^. 1. 18. c. 7. 
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Ing him a crown, he deprived him of his tetrarchate, con- 
fiscated his goods, and banifhed him and Herodias to Lyons in 
Gaul, in the thirty-eighth year of the Chriftian aera, about four 
years after Chrift had appeared before him at Jerusalem, and 
been treated by him as a mock king. Herod and Herodias died 
in great mifery as Jofephus affures us, probably at Lyons, 
though fome moderns fay they travelled into Spain. What 
Nicephorus Calixti and other modern Greeks tell us, is not 
fupported by any ancient voucher, that Salome going over the 
ice in winter, the ice broke and let her in up to the head, 
which by the meeting of the ice was fevered from her body. 

The Baptift's difciples came and took away his body, which 
they honourably interred. Rufinus and Theodoret inform us* 
that in the reign of Julian the Apellate, the Pagans broke opera 
the tomb of St. John the Baptift, which was at Sebafte, or Sa- 
maria, and burnt part of his facred bones, fome part being faved 
by the Chriftians. Thefe were fent to St. Athanailus at Alex- 
andria. Some time after, in 396, Theodofius built a great 
church in that city, in honour of the Baptifr, upon the IpoC 
where the temple of Serapis had formerly flood, and thefe holy 
relicks were depofited in it, as Theophanes teftifies. But a di~ 
ftribution of fome portions was made to certain other churches:: 
and the great Theodoret obtained a fhare for his church at Cy- 
rus, and relates, that he and his diocefs had received from God 
feveral miraculous favours, through the intercelTion of this glo- 
rious faint (21). The Baptift's head was difcovercd at Emife 
in Syria, in the year 453, and was kept with honour in the 
great church of that city ; till, about the year 800, this precious 
relick was conveyed to Conftantinople, that it might not be 
facrilegioufly infuJted by the Saracens. When that city was. 
taken by the French in 1204, Wallo de .Sarton, a canon of 
Arniens, brought part of this head, that is, all the face, except 
the lower jaw, into France, and beftowed it on his own church, 
where it is preferred to this day. Part of the head of the Bap- 
tin: is faid to be kept in St. Sylveftcr's church, in Campo Mai- 
xn at Rome ; though Sirmond thinks this to be the head of St. 
John the martyr of Rome. Pope Clement VIJI. to remove 
all reafonabV* doubt about the relick of this faint, procured a 
fmall part of the head that is kept at Amicus, for St. Sylv^fla'a 
church (7.7.)* 

This glorious faint was a martyr, a virgin, a doclor, a pro- 
phet) and more than a prophet. He was declared by Clirif* 

hiaifeli 

(z\) Vit. Patr. c, 21. (7.2) Sec Tillrm. T. t. p. 404. 

ft vl land, Ac, 
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himfelf to be greater than all the faints of the old Jaw, the 
greateft of all that had been born of women. All the high 
graces with which he was favoured, fprang from his humility : 
in this all his other virtues were founded. If we defire to form 
ourfelves upon fo great a model, we mull, ab^ve all things, la- 
bour to lay the fame deep foundation. We muft never ceafe to 
purge our fouls more and more perfectly from all leaven of 
pride, by earneftly begging this grace of God, by ftudying, with 
this faint, truly to know ourfelves, and by exercifing continual 
a&s of fmcere humility. The meditation of our own nothing- 
nefs and wretched nefs will help to infpire us with this fav'mg 
knowledge : and repeated humiliations will ground and improve 
our fouls in a feeling fenfe of our miferies, and a fincere con- 
tempt of ourfelves. 



On the fame DAY 



Sc. Sabina, M. She was a rich widow lady of high birrh, and 
lived in the province of Umbria in Italy. She had a fervant caUed 
Seraphia, a native of Antioch in Syria, who was a zealous Chriilian, 
and ferved God in the holy urate of virginity. The religious de- 
portment of this virtuous maid-fcrvant had fuch an influence over 
the miilrefs, that fhe was converted to the Chriltian faith ; and fo 
powerfully did the great truths of our holy religion operate on her 
foul, that her fervour and piety foon rendered her name illuilrious 
among the greac lights of the church, in the beginning of the fccond 
century. 3 he periecution of Adrian beginning to rage, Deryllus, 
governour of the province, can fed Sabina and Seraphia to be appre- 
hended, and the latter to be beat to dea'h with clubs. Sabina was 
difcharged out of regard to her quality and friends ; but her zeal 
procured h.r the crown of maryrdom he year following. She luf- 
fercd at Rome, as the Boll audi lis have proved. She is honoured on 
the twenty-ninth of Auguib, and again with St. Seraphia on the 
third or September, becauie on that day, as Ado informs us, a fa- 
mous ancient church was dedica ed to tjod in Rome, under the pa- 
tronage of thefe two faints, in 4^0 It at prefent beaib only the 
name of St. Sabina. In it was kept the lull anion** the ilations in 
Lent, till in the 1 aft century the publick prayers of foiiy houis iuc- 
c ceded the devotion of the llations, both being equally the genciai 
affeinbly of the city in th'* fame church to join in piayer. — bee the 
Acts of SS Sabina and Seraphia in Calnze Ahfccil. J\ z. 

St. Si niu, or Si iijiA.. Kinj>. C. This prince was the fon of Se- 
ward, and in the year 6:1.5, which was renin rk.'ible lor a «;iicvo»i;i 
pellilence, began to rem,n over the I aiL-Saxonb, who inhabited 
the country which now compnics KfJcx, rVJiil-.llelex, and the 
greatcit part of Lie" Uordlhire ; lie bein^ the fouith Liny, from 

Ei Leu- 
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Erkenwin, founder of that kingdom, , in 527, and fixth from Se- 
bert, the firft Chriftian king, who founded St. Paul's church, and 
Thorney abbey, about the year 604. Sebba was, by his wife and 
pious government, the father of his people, and a perfect model of 
all virtues, and on the throne fan&ified his foul by the moil heroick 
exercifes of auftere penance, profufe aim/deeds, and afliduous prayer. 
When he had reigned happily, and with great glory, during thirty 
years, he refigned his crown to his two fons, Sigeard and Senfrid, 
which he had long before defired to do, in order to be more at li- 
berty to prepare jiimfelr" for his laft hour. His cjiuen took the reli- 
gious veil about the fame time. St. Sebba received the mo 11 a flick 
habit from the hands of Waldhere, fuccc/Tour of St. Erconwald in 
the bifhoprick of London, whom he charged with the dirlributiort 
of all his perfonal eftate among the poor. Our faint feemed to have 
death always prefent to his mind ; and his grievous fears of that tre- 
mendous paiTage were at length converted into a longing joyful hope. 
After two years fpent in great fervour in a-monaftick retirement, he 
died at London, in holy joy, about the year 697, having been fore- 
warned by God of his laft hour three days before. Bede allures us, 
that his death was accompanied with many miracles and heavenly 
favours. His body was interred in St. Paul's church, and his tomb 
was to be feen there, adjoining to the north wall, till the great lire 
in 1666. His Latin epitaph is extant in Weever's Funeral Monu- 
ments (1), as follows : " Here lies Sebba, king of the Earr.- Saxons, 
* c who was converted to the faith by St. Erconwald, bilhop of Lon- 
" don, in 677. A man very devout to God, and fervent in acts of 
** religion, conftant prayer, and pious almfdeeds. He preferred a 
*' monaftick life to the riches of a kingdom, and took the religious 
*' habit from Waldhere, bifhop of London, who had fucceeded Er- 
16 conwald." His name occurs in the Roman marty rology . — See 
Bede Hift. 1. 3. c. 30. 1. 4. c. ir. Alio J?. Alford's Annals (ad an.. 
693. T. 2. p. 413.) vvhofe collection is a very valuable treafure of 
the ecclefiaflical hiflory of this nation, as our moll learned antiquary 
bp. Fleetwood obferves, though the light of criticifin mull diicct the 
reader in fome parts of the work. 

St. Merri in Latin, Medericus, Abbot. He was nobly born at 
Autun, in the feventh century, and from his infancy turned all his 
thoughts towards virtue. Jn his childhood he difdaincd the ordi- 
nary amufements of that age, and in all his actions coniidered the 
great end of human life, the fanctiiication and falvation or his foul. 
That he might wholly attend to his only affair wi hout dillraction, 
when he was but thirteen years old, lie fo carnellly delircd to em- 
brace a monallick life, that his parents, who at jirlt violently op- 
pofed his vocation, overcome by his importunities, presented iiini 
themfclvcs to the abbot of St. Martin's in Autun. In that monaf- 
tery then lived fifty-four fervent monks, whole penitential and re- 
gular lives were an odour of fanclity to the whole count: y. Mcrri, 

Vui.. 1JL C « c hi 
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in this holy company,- grew up in the perfect exercife and habits of 
etfery virtue, efpecially humility, meeknefs, charity, obedience 
and a fcrupulbus obfervance of every point of the rule. Being, in 
procefs of time, chbfen abbot, much againft his own inclinations, 
jie pointed oiit to his brethren the narrow path of true virtue by ex- 
ample, walking before them in every duty; and the great reputation 
of his fanctity drew the eyes of all men upon him The diflipation 
which continual confutations from diftant parts gave him, and a 
fear of the dangers of forgetting himfelf, and falling into the fnares 
of vanity, made him refign his office, and retire privately into a fo- 
rest four miles from Autun, where he lay hid fome time in a place 
catted, to this day, St. Merri's cell. He procured himfelf all ne- 
ceffaries of life by the labour of his hands, and found this folitude 
fweet by the liberty it gave him of employing his whole time in the 
exercifes of heavenly contemplation, prayer and penitential ma- 
nual labour. The place of his retreat being at length become pub- 
lick, he was obliged to return to his monaliery; but after having 
edified his brethren fome time, and firengthened them in the max- 
ims of religious perfection, he again left them, in order to prepare 
himfelf the beuer for his paflage to eternity. He came to Paris 
with one companion called Frou, or Frodtxif, and chofe his abode in 
a final! cell adjoining to a chapel dedicated in honour of St. Peter, 
in the North fuburbs of that city; where, after two years and nine 
months, during which time he bore, with aftonifhing patience, the 
firiey trial of a painful lingering illnefs, he happily died, about the 
year 700. He was buried in the abovementioned chapel, upon the 
fpot where now a great church bears his name, in which his relicks 
are placed in a Giver fhrine over the high altar. He is named in 
the Roman martyrology. — See his anonymous life in Ma billon's 
A&s of faints of the Order of St. Benner. and Stilting the" Bolland- 
zfk, 1\ 6. Augufti, p. 51S. 
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St. ROSE of Lima, Virgin. 

* 

From her life wrote hy Han/en* a Dominican friar, and from the 
elegant panegyruk pronounced by F. Paul (Dl'iva? S. J. in prefence 
of the pope. 



A. D. 1617, 



A S I A 9 Europe and Africa had been watered with the blood 
Jl\, of many martyrs, and adorned, during many ages, with 
the fliining examples of innumerable faints, whilft, by the 
infcrutable judgments of God, the vaft regions of America lay 
barren, . and as it were abandoned, till the faith of Chrift began 
to enlighten them, and this faint appeared on that hemifphere 
like a rofe amid ft thorns, the firft fruits of its canonized faints. 
She was of Spanifh extraction, • born at Lima, the capital of 
Peru, in 1586(4). She was chriftened Ifabel j but the figure 

C c c 2 and 



(a) It is not improbable that 
America was known to the an- 
cient Carthaginians, and that it 
was the great ifland Atalantis of 
which Plato fpeaks, both in his 
Critias and Timx-us, as larocr 
than Afia nwd Africa, though he 
adds, that it had been i wallowed 
tip by an earthquake, with other 
fabulous' accounts. Jt is well 
known in what manner Chiillo- 
pher Col 11 mho, a Go node, un- 
der the protection of Ferdinand 

I:inij of Spain, in I4V~* liijt dif- 
cuvered the J.ucny 1 /lands in 
America, viz. Guanahani, or 
Hbe Ijrji'fd I. and, and afterwards 
Cuba, Hifpaniola, ike : alfo, 
how Amcrico Vcfpucci, a Klorcn- 
tme, by the authority of Km- 
manuel, king of Portugal, in 
1901, failing us far a/ Urafil, 



difcovcred that vaft continent 
which was called from him, Ame- 
rica. Amonglt the barbarous 
nations which inhabited it, all 
the reft, though united by cer- 
tain laws of focicty and govern- 
ment, might juftly be called fa- 
vages comparatively to thofes 
which compofed the two great 
empires of Mexico and Peru. 
Thofewerc both acquainted with, 
and very expert in the ufeful ai.d 
neceifarv ait:,, thoimh llraiM'ejs 
to (ciences, and even to the ufe 
of wnting or an alphabet, pro- 
perly lb called ; lb that the me- 
mory oi 1 1 an (act ion b way only 
pi-eferved by i'iy t na or marks, 
made by a wonderful variation 
of coJouis and knots called 
Qiiippos, in tii reach, or cord:, - v 
and by the^c they cxprefled 

then 
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and colour of her face in the cradle feeming, in fome meafure, 
to referable a beautiful rofe 3 the name of Rofe was given her., 

From 



what they defired. The fame 
was the manner of writing (if it 
may be fo called) ufed by the 
ancient Chinefe, before the in- 
vention 1 of their bieroglyphical 
letters. F. Jof Acofta, {Natural 
and Moral HiJL of the Indies b. 6. 
c. 8.) fays, thefe Indians that 
were converted to the faith," 
readily wrote, or rather marked 
down, by a dextrous arrange- 
ment of thefe Quippos, the Our 
Father, Hail Mary, and Creed, in- 
order to learn them more eafily by 
heart. The Peruvians prefcrved, 
by thefe Quippos thehiftory of the 
chief actions of their Incas, on 
which fee the accurate Inca Gar- 
cillaflb de la Vega, (in Hijioria 
Incarwn, 1. 6. c. 8.) who was 

himfelf of , the race of the Incas. 
The Mexicans, 1 and ancient in- 
habitants of Canada, wrote, not 
by Quippos, but by certain hie- 
roglyphicks, that is, marks, or 
little pictures, framed with meal, 
or fuch mbilances, on the barks 
of trees. Their figures refembled 
hooks, axes, cords, &c but were 
never underflood by any Euro- 
peans. Specimens of them are 
publifhed by Olaus Wormim, of 
Copenhagen, in Mnf<-ro Wovmiano 
p. 38.}. and by John de l.aat 
{iJt'fer. L:Jhr Occicl. 1 c. 10) 
The Spaniards, in the conqucit 
of Mexico, dciloyed many Inch 
hooks, which ihev at iiril miJlook 
for magical charms. Certain 
annals ol Mexico, in thks man- 
ner of vviitiiij;, :ue preferred ill 
the Vatican library. See Jof 
d'Acolla [l)'/tr. ItiM.r Ock'uI. I.7. 
c. K).) and Adrian Kelandus 

( Diff 1 . dr' Lit:i\uh /i mem tun i t 
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and Mexicans performed their 
arithmetical operations by the 
help of grains of mais, or Indian 
wheat. The polity, or conflitu- 

' tion of the two empires of Mexi- 
co and Peru, and their art of 
government, refembled, in fome 
refpect, thole of civilized king- 
donas : their cities, palaces and 
temples were furprifingly mag- 
nificent and well regulated. 
Thefe were richer in Peru, but 
the court of Mexico was fupport- 
ed with greater ftate.. ' Their ar- 
mies were exceeding numerous ; 
but their chief weapons were 
bows and arrows, ftones which 

• they threw, or (harp flints fixed 
on poles, inftead of lleel wea- 
pons. The Mexicans had a 
great number of fantaftical idols. 
They were conquered under their 
great emperour Motezuma, in 
1 521, by Ferdinand Cortes, who 
with eight hundred Spaniards, and 
fome thoufands of Indian allies, 
tleliroyed the gieat city of Mexi- 
co which flood in an ifland in 
the midtl of a lake. New Mexi- 
co was afterward built upon the 
banks of the fame water. The 
Plillory of rhe Conqucit of Mexi- 
co by Cortes is molt elegantly 
written by Don Antonio de So ■ 
lis. 

The incas or cmperours of 
Peiu refided in the rich and Hate- 
ly city of Cufca. The language 
of Quito was generally under- 
flood over that whole empire, 
the polity of which was fuperiour 
to that of Mexico. The chief- 
god of the Peruvians was the 
fun, to which they offered, in 
his great temple :u Cufco, bloody 
victim^ and U'uiu oi the caith, 
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From her infancy her patience in flittering, and her love o 
mortification were extraordinary, and whilft yet a child (lie ea 

Ccc 3. no 



Francis Pizarro, a haughty, cruel 
and perfidious Spanifii adven- 
turer, conquered Peru,caufed Ata- 
balipa, the Inca, to be ftrangled, 
and built the city of Lima, in a 
valley of that name, in 1^35. 
Pizarro, AJmadra, and all the 
other Spanifh adventurers or ge- 
nerals in Peru psrifhed by the 
fword in civil wars amongftthcm- 
ielves. (See Wfloire Generate des 
Voyages, £>c. ac Paris, 1 756. T. 13. 
and the relations of Condamine 
and Bougere. Alfo Jof. Acorta's 
Hiltory of the Indies.) In the 
learned and ingenious diflerta- 

tion, Upon the Peopling of America^ 

inferted in Vol. 20 of the Uni- 
verfal Hiltory (which makes 
amends for certain defective parts 
of that work) the common opi- 
nion is invincibly confirmed a- 
gainft Whilton, that America 
was chiefly peopled from North - 
eaft Tartary, and the iiland of 
Kamtfchatka, or Jcflb, on the 
North of Japan, perhaps either 
by a continuous tracl. of land to- 
wards the North Pole, or by 
contiguous iflands, only fepa- 
rated by fmall ilreights. Some 
ruins of Japanefe or Chinefe mips 
have been found on the Ameri- 
can coafts : and in Canada the 
people had a tradition, that fo- 
reign merchants, clothed in filk, 
had formerly vifited the in in great 
mips namely, Chinefe. 'J "he names 
of many of the American kings, 
are Tartar, ending in ax; and 
Tatara.v, who reigned anciently 
in Quivira, means the Tartar. 
Mane, or Mnncu, the founder 
of the Peruvian empire, probably 
came from the IVIanehew Tar- 
tars Motezuma, the ufual title 



of the emperours of Mexico, is 

of Japanefe extraction j for Mo- 
tazaiuma, according to Hornius, 
is the common appellation of the 
Japanefe monarchs. 

P. Jartoux having obliged the 
world, in 1709, with an accurate 
defcription of the famous plant 
Gin-feng, then only found in Man- 
chew Tartary, it has fince been 
difcovered in Canada, where the 
Americans called \tGarentoguen> a 
word of the fame import in their 
language with Gln-fing % in the 
Tartar or Chinefe, both fignify- 
ing The thighs of a m/tn. See Lafi- 
tau's diflertation on the Gin-Jertg % 
printed at Paris in 1 7 1 S. In many 
particular cuftoms, religious rites, 
inftitutions, fpecies of food, &c m 
there is a wonderful agreement 
or refemblance between the 
Americans and the Manchew 
Tartars : and as thefe latter have 
no horfes, fo neither were there 
any in America, when it was fir it 
difcovered, though fince they 
were firlf. imported by the .Spa- 
niards, they have been exceed- 
ingly propagated there The 
Ta:tars therefore r urnifhed this 
great country chiefly with its firlt 
inhabitants: fome few Chinefe 
and Japanefe colonies alfo fettled 
there. Powell, in his h'ilory of 
Wales, informs us, that prince 
Madoc, having been deprived of 
his ri«'ht to ihu- crown, in 1 170, 
wiih a numerous colony, put to 
lea, ilijeovered to the Well a new 
world of wonderful beauty and 
ferrilitv, and fettled there. ft is 
objected that there weie Jilacks 
in America when that country 
was full difcovered. Hut there 
were only a lmall number about 

CarvU, 
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no fruit, and faded three days a week, allowing herfelf on them 
only bread and water, and on other days, taking only unfa- 
voury herbs and pulfe. When fhe was grown up, her garden 
was planted only with bitter herbs, and interfperfed with fi- 
gures of crofTes. In her exercifes fhe took St. Catharine of Si- 
enna for her model. Every incentive of pride and fenfuality 
was to her an object of abhorrence : and for fear of taking any 
fecret fatisfacrion in vanity, fhe ftudied to make thofe things in 
which it might infinuate its poifon, painful to her. One day 
her mother having put on her head a garland of flowers, fhe 
fecretly ftuck in it a pin, which pricked her fo deep, that the 
maid at night could not take off the garland without fome 
difficulty. Hearing others frequently commend her beauty, 
and fearing left it lhould be an occafion of temptation to any 
one, whenever fhe was to go abroad to any publick place, fhe 
ufed, the night before, to rub her face and hands with the bark 
and powder of Indian pepper, which is a violent corrofive, in 
ordei ro disfigure her fkin with little botches and fwelHngs. A 
you.ig man happening one day to admire the finenefs of the fkin 
of her hand, fhe immediately ran and thruft both her hands in- 
to hot lime, faying, 4ff Never let my bands be to any one an 
Ci occafion of temptation." What a confufion is this example to 
thofe who make it their ftudy to fet themfelves off by their drefs, 
to become fnares to others ? We admire a St. Bennet on briars, 
a St. Bernaid freezing in the ice, and a St. Francis in the fnow^ 
thefe faints were cruel to themfelves not to be overcome by the 
devil ; but Rofe punifhcs herfelf to preferve others. Thus did 
flie arm herfelf againfr her external enemies, and again ft the re- 
volt of her fenfes-. But fhe was aware that this victory would 
avail her little, unlcfs fhe died to herfelf by crucifying in her 

heart 



Careta, whofe anccftors fecm to 
have been accidentally conveyed 
thither from the coaits ol Congo, 
or Nigntia, in Africa. The an- 
cient inhabitants of llifpaniohi, 
Canada, Mexico, and Peru, had 
feveral traditional notions allud- 
ing to Noe, the universal delude, 
and fome other points of the Mo- 
faick hiilory, as Herrera, Jluet, 
Gemelli and others, who have 
treated on tin:- fubjovH, nifuro us. 
America' was the lafl peopled 
among all the known parts of 

i.hv ulobe i and feveral migra- 



tions of Tartars into that coun- 
try Icon to have been made iinrc 
the eltabhfhment of Chii.'li .nity. 
See thefe points proved ac ian;c 
in the aforefaid diftcrtation, 
againii the obj eel inns of I eiils, 
and the whimheal notions of 

VVhillon, in his Diilertatiun up- 
on the curies denounced a:»amll 

Cain and Lamech, pretending; to 
prove that the Africans and In- 
dians are their posterity. See alio 
the learned Spanifh Benedictine 
\'\ Jjennet Fcyjoo, H'hrtitm Q ituo 4 

T. 5. /Jijcurjj is. p. 320. 
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heart inordinate (elf-love, which is the fcurce of pride, and ali 
the other paffions. This is the moft important and moft diffi- 
cult part of our fpiritual warfare: for fo Jong as fetf lov£ reigns 
imthe affections of the heart, it blafts with its poifonous influ- 
ence even virtues thernfelves ; it has fo many little artful wind- 
ings, that it eaflly infinuates and difguifes itfcif every where, 
wears every mafk, and feeks itfelf even in fairing and prayer* 
Rofe triumphed over this fubtle enemy by the moft profound 
humility, and the moft perfect obedience and denial of her own 
will. She never departed wilfully from the order of her pa- 
rents in the leaft tittle, and gave proofs of her fcrupulous obe- 
dience, and invincible patience under all pains > labour, and 
contradictions, which furprifed all that knew her. 

Her parents, by the vicilHtude of worldly affairs, fell from 
a ftate of opulence into great diftrefs, and Rofe was taken inta 
the family of the treafurer Gonfalvo, by that gentleman's pious 
lady ; and by working there all day in the garden, and late at 
night with her needle, fhe relieved them in their neceflities. 
Tbefe employments were agreeable to her penitential fpirit and 
humility, and afforded her an opportunity of never interrupting 
the interiour commerce of her foul with God. She probably 
would never have entertained any thoughts of another ftate, if 
fhe had not found herfelf importuned by her friends to marry* 
To rid herfelf of fuch troublefbme folicitations, and more eafily 
comply with the obligation fhe had taken upon herfelf by a vow 
of ferving God in a ftate of holy virginity, ihe enrolled herfelf 
in the third Order of St. Dominick. Her love of folitude made 
her choofe for her dwelling a little lonely cell in a garden. Ex- 
traordinary falls, haircloths, ftudded iron chains which fhe 
wore about her waifv, bitter herbs mingled in the fuftenance 
which flie took, and other aufteriiies, were the inventions of 
her fpirit of mortification and penance. She wore upon her 
head a thin circle of filvcr, (a metal very common in Peru) 
ftudded on the infide with little fharp pricks, or nails, which 
wounded her head, in imitation of a crown of thorns. This 
ihc did to put her in mind of the adorable paffion of Chi iff, 
which incomprehenlibie myflery of divine love and mercy, flic 
delircd to have always in her though is. She never fpake 
of herfelf but as of the baft- ft of fmful nio:ifici>, the fink of the 
univerfc, unworthy to breathe the air, to behold the light, or 
to walk on the ground ; and fhe nevei o afrd to adore the infi- 
nite goodnufs and mercy of God tovvauls her. So ardent was 
her love of God, that as often as ihe lpoke at it, the accent of 
her voice, and the lire which f park led in her countenance, dif- 
tovered the flame which coniumcd her holy foul. Tim a , «* 
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peared moft fenfibly when fhe was in prefence of the blefled Sa- 
crament, and when in receiving it fhe united her heart to her 
beloved in that wonderful fountain of his love : her whole life 
was a continual vehement thirft after that divine banquet, in which 
fhe found her greateft comfort and fupport during the courfe of 
her earthly pilgrimage. God favoured the fervour of her cha- 
rity with many extraordinary graces ; and Chrift once, in a 
viiion, called her foul his Spou/e. But, for her humiliation, 
and the exercife of her virtue, fhe fuffered, during fifteen years, 
grievous persecutions from her friends, and others ; and, what 
were much more fevere trials, interiour defolation, and dread- 
ful agonies of fpiritual anguifh in her foul. The devil alfo af- 
fauked her with violent temptations, filling her imagination 
with filthy phantoms. But God afterward recompenfed her 
fidelity and conftancy in this life with extraordinary carefles. 
Under long and moll painful ficknefies it was her prayer : 
cc Lord, increafc my fufferings, and with them increafe thy 
ec love in my heart." She happily pafied to eternal blifs on the 
twenty-fourth of Auguil, 1617, being thirty-one years old. 
The chapter, fen ate, and all the molt honourable companies 
of the city, by turns, carried her body to the grave: the arch- 
bifhop affifted at her funeral. Several miracles wrought by her 
means were juridically proved by one hundred and eighty wit- 
nefles before the apoitolical commifTaries. She was canonized 
by Clement X. in 167 1, and the thirtieth day of Auguft has 
been appointed for her feilival. 

The faints, whether in the world, "in the defert, or in the 
cloifter, ftudied to live every moment to God. If we make a 
pure and per fed intention of always doing His will, the govern- 
ing principle of our whole lives, we thus confecrate to Him all 
our moments, even our meals, our reft, our converfation, and 
whatever elfe we do; ail our works will thus he full. To at- 
tain to this perfection we muft crucify in our hearts all inordi- 
nate f elf- love, c; it will creep into our actions, and fecretly rob 
God of them. We mull i?udy to remove every obfhicle that 
can hinder the perfect reign of divine love in our fouls, and 
jnuft pray and labour with all our firength, that this love be 
continually encrca/ed in us. If true charity animate our fouls, 
it will rcgul.vtc and faudlily all our actions. J>y it we fhall ar- 
dently endeavour to glorify Cj'od alone in all our works, and 
fincerely offer and reler our/elves and all we do to this end, re- 
peating in tlie beginning of every aiilion, Hallowed be thy name* 
both by me with all my powers and jtrength, and by all thy crea- 
tures, now and f orever. ( )r, 77»y will be done on earth as it h 

in heaven \ may it be always fuUiUed by jnc, and in me, and all 

others., 
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others, with the moft ardent affe£iion 5 and pure intention, as 
it is by the blefled angels above, O God of my heart, my God, 
and my All ! 

On the fame DAY 



SS, Felix and Adauctus, MM. St. Felix was a holy prieft in 
Rome, no Jefs happy in his life and virtue than in his name. Being 
apprehended in the beginning of Dioclefian's perlccution, he was 
put to cruel torments, which he faltered with admirable conftancy, 
and was at length condemned to lofe his head. As he was going to 
execution he was met by a Granger, who being a Chriflian was fo 
inflamed at the fight of the martyr, and the lively profpedl of the 
glory to which he was h aliening, that he was not able to contain 
himfelf, but cried out aloud : " I confefs the fame law which this 
** man profeifeth ; I confefs the fame Jcfus Chnlt; and it is 
" alfo my defire, to Jay down my life in this caufe." The magif- 
trates hearing this, caufcd him forthwith to be feized, and the martyrs 
were both beheaded together, about the year 303. r Fhe name of this 
latter not being known, he was called by the Chi iJlians Adauclus, 
becaufe he was joined to Felix in martyrdom. Thofe holy martyrs 
are commemorated in the Sacramentary of St. Gregory the; Great, and 
many ancient calendars. F. Stilting, the Bollandift, a/lercs the au- 
thenticity of their acls. (T. 6, Augufti, p. 548.) 

St Fiaker, called by the French, Fiacre, and anciently Fefrc, 
Anchoret, C. He was nobly born in Ireland, and had his edu- 
cation under the care of a bifliop of eminent fandlity, who was, 
according to fonie, Conan, bifliop of Soder, or the Weftern 
iflands. Looking upon all worldly advantages as drofs to gain 
Chriil, he left his country and friends in the flower of his age, and 
with certain pious companions failed over into France, in quell of 
fome clofe folitude, in which he might devote himfelf to God, un- 
known to the reft of the world. Divine providence which was 
pleafed to honour the diocefs of Meaux with the happinefs of fur- 
nhhing a retreat to this holy man, conducted him to St. Faro, who 
was the bifhop of that city, and eminent for fanClity. When ht. 
Fiaker addreiled himfelf to him, the prelate, charmed with the 
marks of extraordinary virtue and abilities which lie difcovered in 
this ll ranger, gave him a folitaiy dwelling in a forell which was his 
own patrimony, called Breiiil, in the province of Brie, two leagues 
from Meaux. Jn this place the holy anchoret cleared the ground 
of trees and briars, made himicli a cell, with a final) garden, and 
built an oratory in honour of the Ulcfled Virgin, in which he fpmt 
great part of the clays and nights in devout prayer, lie tilled his 
uarden, and laboured with his own hands for his fub Alienee. The 
life he led waii moll au/lere, and cmiv neoeihty or charily ever inter- 
rupted his exercifes of prayer and heavenly contemplation. Many 
re lor ted to him for advice, and the poor for relief. His tender cha- 
t h y for all moved him to attend cheerfully thofe that caine to 
con full ))im ; and he built, at Ionic ddlanee from his cell, a kind nf 

hofpn.il. 
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hofpital.for the reception of ftrangers and pilgrims. There he en- 
tertained the poor, ferving them with his own hands, and he often 
miraculoufly reftored to health thofe that were fick. But he never 
fuffered any woman to enter the inclofure of his hermitage : which 
was an inviolable rule among the Irifh monks : St. Columban, by 
refufing queen Brunehault entrance into his monaftery, gave the iirft 
occafion to the violent perfecution which Ihe raifcd againft him (i). 
This law St. Fiaker obferved inviolably to his death ; and a reli- 
gious refpect has eftablifhed the fame rule to this day, both with re- 
gard to the place where he dwelt at Breiiil, and the chapel where 
he was interred. Mabillon and Du Pleflis fay, that thofe who have 
attempted to tranfgrefs it, were punifhed by vifible judgments ; and 
that, in 1620, a lady of Paris, who pretended to be above this law, 
going into the oratory, became diftracted upon the fpot, and never 
recovered her feni'es. Anne of Auftria, queen of France, out of a 
religious deference, contended herfelf to offer up her prayers in this 
place without the door of the oratory, amongtt other pilgrims. St. 
Chillen, or Kilain, an Irifhman or Scotfman of high birth, on his 
return from Rome, vifited St. Fiaker, who was his kinfman, and 
having pafied fome time under his difcipline, was directed, by his 
advice, with the authority of the bifhops, to preach in that and the 
neigbouring diocelTes. This commiflion he executed with admi- 
rable fanctity and fruit, chiefly in the diocefs of Arras, where his 
memory is in great veneration to this day, and he is honoured on 
the thirteenth of November (2). St. Fiaker had a fifter called Syra, 
who died in the diocefs of Meaux, and is honoured there among the 
holy virgins. Dempfter, Leland, Tanner, and others, mention a 
letter of fpiritual advice which St Fiaker wrote to her. She oughc 
not to be confounded with St. Syra of Troyes, who was a married 
woman, and lived in the third century (3). He6lor Boetius, David 
Camerarins, and bifhop Leflie (4), relate, that St. Fiaker bein^ 
cldeir. fon to a king of the Scots, in the reign of Clotaire II. in 
France, was invited by embaffadors fent by his nation to come 
and take pofTeflion of that kingdom : but anfwered, that, for the 
inheritance of an eternal crown, he had renounced all enrthly claims. 
This circnmilance, however, is not mentioned in the ancient hillory 
of his life. lie died about the year 670, on the thirtieth of Au- 
guft. His body was buried in his own oratory. He feemb never to 
have had any chiciples that lived with him. The monks of St. Ka- 
ron, lor a long time, kept two or three prieils at Bieuil, to fcrre 
this chapel, and a (lilt the pilgrims; but at len^.h they l<. untied rlute, 
a priory, which fubfuls dependent of that abbey. The ihrine of St. 
Fiaker became famous for frequent miracles, and was retorted to from 



(i) Mabill. Aaa SS. Bened. T. 2. p. ig, zn. 318. (2) Coinrc 
Annates Keclcf. h'ranc. T. 3. p. 0z%, Mabill. T. 2. p. 6m; (}) See 
J>u IMciiis, Note 30. T. 1. p. 684. (4) Boet. Hill. Scot. 1. 9 . 
101.173. Cainerar. 1, 3. de Scotor. Tortitud, p. 168. Leila us J >o 

He hub *:COt. 1. .J. p. 1 56. 
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all parts of France by crowds of pilgrims (a) . The relicks of this faint 
were translated to the catherdral of Meau*, not in 1562, as Mabilion 
nriftook, but in 1 ^68 (5}, though a part was left atBreiiil, or b't Fi- 
acre's. The grand dukes of Florence, by earner! importunities, ob~ 
tained two f.uall portions in 1527 and 1605, for which they built a 
chapel at Toppaia, one of their country fears, St. Fiaker is pardon 
of the province of Brie, and titular faint of feveral churches in molt 
parts of France, in which kingdom his name has been moll famous 
for above a thoufand years. i;u Pleflis, among innumerable mi- 
racles which have been wrought through, the intcrcefiion of this glo- 
rious faint, mentions thofe that follow (6). M- Seguier, bifhopjof 
Meaux, in 1649, and John J of Chatillon* count of Blois, gave au- 
thentick tcilimonies of their own wonderful cures of dangerous dif- 
tempers wrought upon them through the means of St. Fiaker. To omit 
many other perfons of rank, bp.th in the church and irate, mentioned 
by our authors, queen Anne of Auftria attributed to the mediation 
of this faint the recovery of Lewis Xill. at Lyons, where he had 
been dangeroufly ill : in thank.fgiv.ing for which, according to a 
vow me had made, (he performed, in perfon on foot, a pilgrimage 
to St. Fiacre's, in 16-j.i. She acknowledged herfelf indebted to 
this faint for the cure of a dangerous i/iue of blood, which neither 
furgeons nor phyficians bad been able to relieve. She alfo lent to 
this faint's ihrinc a token in acknowledgment of his intervention ia 

the 



(;) See Du Pleflis, Note 29. 
p. 57. & T. 2. p. 672. 



p. 684 



(6) 



i. n. 70. T. 1 



{a) Du Pleflis (Note 29. T. r. 
p. 683.) fhews, that the name 
Fiacre was firil given to hackney 
coaches, becauTe hire J coaches 
were firil made ufe of for the con- 
venience of pilgrims who went 
from Paris to vjfu the flirinc of 
this faint, and becaute the inn 
where thefe coaches were hired, 
was known by the fign of St. 
l'jakcr. This is alio, jo pait, the 
remark of Menage (J)r.v. /wm. 
f\ i'iacre) who. f«»r his in 
the Gieek and Roman .MUKjui- 
ties, as well as thole of 1»n. own 
country, was called a living li- 
bi at y, and the Varro of lite ic. 
venreenlh century. tve Abbe 
( ►'on jet, Ihblhlht rj/t? I f "■ <■■ < 
T. iS. He tie t\h>><ry. It.Worr 
the modem invention ni Ipiinj; 
coaches', the nncmni lofty cha 
riot: , ot cars, \Vv.:e <. ne.H v uled \\\ 



war, or on certain folemn occafl- 
ons only ; they being too painful 
vehicles for ordinary journeys of 
plealute. Our (jueens rode be- 
hind their mailers of horfe ; our 
members o! both hon'es of par- 
liament Crime up co London on 
horlebark ^ nh their mvesb»miud 
rhem. In iM'm.ce, in ! O'f. fhece- 

lebiaici] M. i\r Then i* .-ft pruii- 

dent of the par] ia men; <>; I'aiii. 
appeared in the fuinili roiuh 
which had c cr been (ecu in tli.iC 
khmdom. J he' m 1 i v hy men 
ufed liotte ; bet thi)-: tnat be- 
longed to the parSia Uieu 's, or oro- 
fefied the hwv, rode, on nni!e:». In 
M.del hon'o nine. : liree l»roiher< 
all emine.il it r then himomabie 
cm ph i\ liu'nrii in the law, li;ul 
but one mule .nnrni',>'! li:eni. — - 
.Nee i;o 1 M nun t v :> 1 a'( t er; ; . 
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the birrh of her fon Lewis XIV. Before that great king underwent 
a dangerous operation, to implore the divine bleffing, Bofluet, bi- 
fhop of" Meaux, began a novena of prayers at St. Fiaker's, which the 
monks flnifhed. — See St, Fiaker's ancient life in Mabillon; fee. z. 
Stilting the Bollandift, T. 6. Augufti, p. 598. Dom. Touflaints Du 
Pleflis, the Mauri ft monk, Hijloire de V Eglije de Meaux, I. 1 . n. 65, 
66, 67, 68, 69, 70, 71. Tom, 1. p. 55, Alfo T. 2. p. 174, 375. 
Ulher Antiqu. c. 17. p. 488. who proves him to have come from 
Ireland, not Scotland, both by an old fequence, and by the faint's 
own words to St. Faro, recorded by John of Tinmouth : <k Ireland, 
" the illand of the Scots, gave me and my progenitors birth. 11 

St. Pammachius, C. This holy man was a Roman fenator, and 
the ornament of the moft illuftrious family of the Camilli, as he is 
ftyled by St. Jerom, whofe fchoolfellovv he was in his youth. Thofe 
who were entrufted with his education, took care to feafon their in- 
Urucliions with delight, in order to make him in love with his ftu- 
dies ; thus they led him through flowery paths to the fources of elo- 
quence : he was alfo initiated in facred literature. Coming out of 
fchool, in 370, when St. Jerom retired into the defert, Pammachius 
entered the fenate, and by his virtue and abilities was the honour of 
that illuftrious body. He was raifed to the proconfular dignity, and 
married Paulina, the fecond daughter of St. Paula. He was the 
firft who detected the impious errours 0/ Jovinian, and denounced 
them to pope Siricius, who condemned that herefiarch in 390* 
Friendfhips begun in childhood, and cemented by a fympathy of in- 
clinations and ftudies, according to the remark of Quintillian, are 
wfually the moft agreeable of all others, and hold out: to the laft, 
efpecially when they are founded in virtue. Such was the union of 
hearts which linked together St. Jerom and Pammachius. The lat- 
ter affifted that holy doctor in his works again ft Jovinian, and often 
confulted him in his own difficulties. The younger Paulina died in 
393, within a few years after her marriage. Pammachius, after the 
holy facrifice was offered for her, according to cuftom, gave an 
entertainment to all the poor in Rome, as St. Paulinus mentions (1 ), 
who concludes his letter to him as follows : 41 Your fpoufe is now u 
pledge and a powerful intcrceflbr for you with Jefus Chrirt. She 
** now obtains for you as many blcflings in heaven as you have fent 
** her treafures from hence, not honouring her memory with fruitlcfs 
*' tears, but making her partner of theie living gifts, (viz. by alms 
** given for the repofe of her foul) fhe is honoured by the merit of 
*' your virtues ; (lie is fed by the bread you have given to the poor, 
*' &c 0 St. Jerom (2) fays, that Pammachius watered her allies 
with the balm of alms and mercy, which obtains the pardon of iins ; 
that from the time of her death he made the blind, the lame, and 
the poor his coheirs, and the heirs of Paulina ; and that he never 
went abroad without being followed by a troop of inch attendants. 
This faint exhorted him to outdo him/elf in the perfection of his 
humility. Pammachius built an hofpita! for ftrangers in the Roman 
port, and u fed to ferve the l\ck and the poor with his own hands. 
V>y his letteis he converted all the farmers and vaftals upon his large 

eftatcs . 

(1) 3. Paul in. cp. 13. p. 1 * (t) St. Llieron. cji. $f. 
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eflates in Numidia, from the Donatifl fchifm to the CathoJick com- 
munion: which zealous charity drew a letter of congratulation from 
t the great St. Auftin in 401 (3). St. Pammachius never feems to 
have entered holy orders, as fome moderns have imagined; but 
lived fequeftered from the world, devoting himfelf entirely to the 
exercifes of devotion, penance, and charity. Ke died in 410, a 
little before ihe facking of Rome, and is commemorated in the Ro- 
man martyrology on this day. — See St. Jerom, cp. -,4, &c. Ceillier, 
T. 10. Fontanini Hiftor. Litter. Aquileieniis, p. 225, &c. 

(3) S. Aug. ep. 58. ad Pammach. T. 2. p. 145. 
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AUGUST 31. 

St. Raymund Nonnatus, C. 

From the chronicles of his Order and other jjicmoirs collected by Pi- 
nius the Bollandijl, Augufii T. 6. p. 729. See alfo Helyoty 
%uho chief y copies Baillet. 

A. D. 1240. 

According to the rule laid down by our divine Redeem- 
er (i), that Chriftian approves himfelf his nioft faithful 
difciple, and gives the fureft and greate/r, proof of his Jove of 
God, who molf perfectly loves his neighbour for God's fake. 
By this tefl of true fanclrily wc arc to form our judgment of the 
glorious faint whom the church honours on this day. St. Ray- 
mund Nonnatus (a) was born at Portel in the diocefs of Ur- 
ge], in Catalonia, in the year 1204, and was defcended of a 
gentleman's family of a final! fortune. In his childhood lie 
fecmed to find no other pleafurc than in his devotions and fc- 
rious duties. Such was his application to his grammar fiudies, 
and fo happy his genius, as to i'parc his preceptor much pains 

in 

(1) John xiii. 34, 35. XV. 1 z 3 cifr. 

(ft) The mrnnrne of Norma t:ts 9 the attention of praftitionen;, 

or Unhotttj was t^iven him, he- {!\1<'m. Jr J\ha<f. >\ n. ijoll ) l\V- 

caufe he was taken out of the vcrthelcfs, it ]'■■ jnitiiied by many 

body ol hi*; mother afier iier death , ri-inarLahl e inilanccs ; ainonj*- 

l>y the ( 'M'jarean operation. Jvj. other., Sripio Ulrica niu*, thence 

JVIory has flartcd oI>j c.ct ions in i in named C;uiar, i\ianliua of Cai- 

theory again ft the poiiibility of iha^c, and, aerouhm.» to Joinc 

filch an operation, which defer vc authors, JuJuia Caviar, were by 

tni . 
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in his education. His father refolding to crofs his inclination 
to a religious or ecclefiaftical flate which he began to perceive 
in him, took him from fchool, and fent him to take care of a 
farm which he had in the country. Raymund readily obeyed, 
and in order to enjoy the bpportunity of holy folitude, by vo- 
luntary choice, kept the fbeep himfelf, and in the mountains 
and forefts fpent his time in holy meditation and prayer, imi- 
tating the auiterities of the ancient anchorets. Some time after 
he was prefl'ed by his friends to go to the court of Aragon, where, 
by his prudence and abilities, he could not fail to make a for- 
tune, being related to the illullrious houfes of Foix und Car- 
dona. Thefe importunities obliged him to haften the execution 
cf his refolurion of taking; the religious habit in the new Order 
of our Lady of Mercy for the redemption of captives. Our 
faint couid fay with holy Job, that companion for the poor or 
diftrefied had grown up with him from his childhood. Xhe 
fufierings of the Chriftians, who, in neighbouring provinces, 
almoft under his eyes, groaned in the moll inhuman flavery, 
under the Moors, particularly afflicled his tender heart; by 
compaffion he bore all their burdens, and felt the weight of all 
their chains. But if he was moved at their corporal fuffe rings, 
and earneftly defired to devote himfelf, and all that he poflefled, 
to procure them comfort and relief under their temporal afflic- 
tions, he was much more afHicled by their ipiritual dangers of 
finking under their calamities, and lofing their immortal fouls 
by impatience or apoftacy from Chrift. For this lie never ceafed 
to weep and pray, intreating the God of mercy to be himfelf 
the comfort and fupport of the weak and of the ftrong : and he 
w idled with St. Paul (2) to fpwd and be fpent himfelf for their 
fouls. In thefe difpofitinns he obtained of his unwilling father, 
through the mediation of the count of Cardona, leave to em- 
brace the above-mentioned Order: and was accordingly ad- 
mitted to his profeflion at Barcelona by the holy founder St. 
Peter Nolafco. 

The extraordinary fervour of the faint in this new flate, his 
perfeel difen;ragcinent from the World, his profound humility, 
iinceie obedience, wonderful fpirit of mortification and pe- 
nance, fcraphick devotion, and conflant recollection, rendered 
him tire model and the admiration of his brethren. 00 fiirprifin^ 

was 

( 2) 2. Cor. xii. 1 5. 

this means faved from pcnfljiin*' dead, left a like misfortune hap- 
in the womb. Sec I leiilei*}. Sin - pen to ih'it by which an eminent 
geiy on this article, &U\ Such lui oron was fo ihoi 1 ed, as to le- 
an ope j at ion is never to he nonr.ee from thai moment hu 

attempted without undoubted ptuLeilion. 
iiiatk.'i that the mother leahy 
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was the progrefs that he made in the perfection of his holy in- 
stitute, that within two or three years after his profeflion, he 
was judged the beft qualified to difcharge the office of Ran- 
fomer, in which lie fucceeded St. Peter. Being Cent into Bar- 
bary with a confiderable fum of money, he purchafed, at Al- 
giers, the liberty of a great number of flaves. When all his 
treafure was laid out in that charitable way, he voluntarily gave 
himfeif up as a ho ft age for the ranfom of certain others, whofe 
fituation was hardeft, and whofe faith feemed expofed to im- 
minent danger. The magnanimous facrifice which the faint 
had made of his own liberty, ferved only to exafperate the Ma- 
hometans, who treated him with uncommon barbarity, till the 
infidels fearing left if he died in their hands, they fhould lofe 
the ranfom which was ftipulated to be paid for the flaves for 
whom he remained an hoftage, upon a remonftrance made on 
that account, the Cadi, or magiftrate of the city, gave orders 
that he fhould be treated with more humanity. Hereupon he 
was permitted to go abroad about the ftreets ; which liberty he 
made ufe of to comfort and encourage the Chriftians in their 
chains, and he converted and baptized fome Mahometans. 
Upon information hereof the governour condemned him to be 
impaled, that is, to be put to death by thrufting a ftake into 
the body through the hinder parts 5 this being a barbarous man- 
ner of executing criminals much in ufe among thofe infidels. 
However, the perfons who were intercfted in the ranfom of the 
captives, left they fhould be lofers, prevailed that his life mould 
be fpared ; and by a commutation of his punifhment, he under- 
went a cruel baftinado. This torment did not daunt his cou- 
rage. So long as he faw fouls in danger of perifliing eternally, 
he thought he had yet done nothing : nor could he let flip any 
opportunity of endeavouring to prevent their fo frightful mif- 
fortune. He confidered that, as St. Chryfoftom fays (3), 
** Though a perfon (hall have be ft owed an immenfe treafure 
" in alms, he has done nothing equal to him who lias contri- 
ct buted to the falvation of a foul. This is a greater alms than 
<c ten thoufand talents, than this whole world, how great 
£c fbever it appears to the eye: for a man is more precious than 
" the whole world/' St. Raymund had on one fide, no more 
money to employ in relcafing poor captives ; and, on the other, 
to fpealc to a Mahometan upon the fubjciit of religion, was* 
capital by the flnnding laws of the Muflulmans. lie could, 
however, ftill exert his endeavours with hopes of fome fuccefs, 
or of dying a martyr of charity. He therefore rcfumcd his for- 
mer method of inftrucling and exhorting both the CinHlians 

and the infidels. The governour, who was immediately ap- 
plied 

(3) S. Chryf. Or. 3. contra Jud. 
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prifed of his behaviour, was flrangely enraged, and command- 
ed the zealous fervant of Chrift to be whipped at the corners 
of all the ftreets in the city, his lips to be bored with a red 
hot iron in the market-place, and his mouth fhut up with a 
padlock, the key of which he kept himfelf, and only gave to 
the keepers when the prifoner was to eat. In this condition 
he was loaded with iron bolts and chains, and caft into a dark 
dungeon, where he lay full eight months, till his ranforn was 
brought by fome religious men of his Order, who were fent 
with it by St. Peter. Raymund was unwilling to leave his 
dungeon, or at leaft the country of the infidels, where he de- 
firec^to remain to afiift the Haves : but he acquiefced in obedience 
to the orders of his general, begging God would accept his tears, 
feeino- he was not worthy to fhed his blood for the fouls of his 
neighbours. Upon his return to Spain he was nominated car- 
dinal by pope Gregory IX. But fo little was he afYe&ed with 
the involuntary honour, that he neither changed his drefs, nor 
his poor cell in the convent, nor his manner of living. Much 
lefs could he be prevailed upon by the nobility of the country 
to accept of a palace, to admit an equipage or train, or to fuf- 
fer any rich furniture to be added to his little neceflaries in his 
cell. The pope being defirous to have fo holy a man about his 
perfon,- and to employ him in the publick affairs of the church, 
called him to Rome. The faint obeyed, but could not be per- 
fuaded to travel otherwife than as a poor religious man. He 
went no farther than Cardona, which is only fix miles from 
Barcelona, when he was feized with a violent fever, which, by 
the fymptoms which attended it, foon appeared to be mortal. 
St. Raymund prepared himfel for his laft paflage. Some hifro- 
jians relate, that he was favoured with a viliou of angels, in 
which he received the holy Viaticum. His death happened on 
the thirty-firfl of Auguft, in the year 1240, the thirty-fcventh 
of his a<*c. He was buried in a chapel of St. Nicholas, near 
the farni in which he had formerly lived. St. Peter Nolafco 
founded a great convent in that place, in 1255, and St. Ray- 
mond's re licks are Hill kept in that church. The hiltory of 
many miracles wrought by his means is to he feen in the Bol- 
landifts. Pope Alexander VII. inferied his name in the Mar- 
ty roloay, in 1657. 

'This faint gave not only his fub fiance, but alio his liberty, 
and even exposed himfelf to the molt cruel totmrnts and death, 
tor the redemption of captives, and the faivaiion of fouls. 15ut, 
alas' how cold now-a days, is charily in our hrealls. though 

it be the cflcmial charadturiltick. of true Chriilians ! Far from 

the 
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the heroick fentiments of the faints, do not we, merely to gra- 
tify our prodigality, vanity, or avarice, refufe to give the fu- 
perfiuous part of our pofleffions to the poor, who for want of it 
are perifhing with cold and hunger ? Are not we flothful and 

t backward in affording a vifit or comfort to poor prisoners, or 
tick perfons, or in uiing our intereft to procure fome relief for 
the diftrefled ? Are we not fo infeniible to their fpiritual mife- 
ries as to be without all feeling for them, and to neglect even 
to commend them to God with fufficient earneftnefs, to adnio- 
rrifti tinners according to our circumflances and the rules of 

" prudence, or to inftru£l, by ourfelves and others, thofe under 
our care? By this mark is it not man if eft that felf-love, and 
not the love of God and our neighbour, reigns in our hearts, 
whilft we feek and purfue fo inordinately our own worldly in- 
tereft, and are fenlible to it alone. Let us found our own 
hearts, and take an impartial view of our lives, and we mail 
feel whether this teft of Chrift, or that of Satan, which is felf- 
love, be more fenfible in our affections, and whether is the 

■ governing principle of our actions. 

On the fame DAY 

St. Isabel, Virgin. This holy princefs was daughter of Lewis 
VIII. king of France, and Blanche of Caftile, and only filler to St. 
Lewis. She was born in i 225, and loft her father when fhe was buc 
two years old. She was trained up in the purcil maxims of religion, 
and in the heroick practice of all virtues, and attained fo perfecl a 
knowledge of the Latin tongue, that fhe often corrected the compe- 
titions of her chaplains in that language. Her chaiacler, from her 
infancy, was a combination of every eminent virtue, and her whole 
life, from thirteen years of age, was almoft one continued courfc of 
prayer, reading, and working. At that age fhe took a refolucion to 
confecvate her virginity toGod, and always fhunncd all va;n amufe- 
ments, and, as much as obedience to the queen would permit, ail 
ornaments of drefs. A match was propofed between her and th- 
young Conrad, the cmperour's el dell fon; and her mother, St. Lew 
is, and the pope, joined in pcrfuading her for the publick good of 
the church and Hate, to accept fo advantageous an oiler. Jjiic flic 
confidered matters in another light, alleged the confecration flic 
had made of herfelf to another Jlate, and anfwercd the pope in a 
letter, that, .It was fomcthing much greater to be ihe lafl among the 
virgins who are confecratcd to the divine lei vice, than to be .-ji em- 
preis, and the firfl woman in the woild. Her courageous rciuLuiou 
was honoured wiih congratulations i loin his llolinel-. and * 1, Lewis, 
and the fcquel fhewed how much the better choice ihe niadr. in pw: 
fcriitig the calm harbour of a retired life to ihe umpelb ai.d vice;, of 
fuch :i court. Uabel failed three day:, a vveeh ; and nevej ea: bm ot 
Vol,, ill. JJ d d the 
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- the coarfefl food, and only what feemed absolutely necefTary for the 
* iupport.of nature. She fent from her table the nicefh difhes to the 

- poor, and refer ved for them almoft whatever was at her difpofal. St. 
JLewis one day found her at her work, making a cap, and begged 
ihe would give it him as a token of her friendfhip, faying, he would 
Wear it for her fake.. " Tfc ; s" faid fhe, " is the hrft work of the 
** kind that i have fpun ; I therefore owe it to Jefus Chrift, to whom 
** all my firfi>fruits are due." The king was exceedingly pleafed 
with her anfwer, and defired Ihe would fpin another for him ; which 
{he accordingly did, after ihe had given the firft to a poor man. Hu- 
mility was the favourite virtue of St. Ifabel, and ihe called the nun- 
nery which ihe built at Longchamp, four miles from Paris, Of the 
Humility of our Lady, faying, fhe chofe that title becaufe the Blef- 
led Virgin was exalted to the dignity of Mother of God, chiefly on 
account of her profound humility. Our faint founded this houfe in 
1252, for MinorefTes or Clares, but obtained of Urban IV. a dif- 
penfatien for them to be allowed to enjoy rents and po/Teifions. .Af- 
ter the death of her mother, fhe retired into this monaftery. Wil- 
liam of Nangis fays, fhe profeffcd the Francifcan rule ; but this is 
generally looked upon as a miftake; for all other writers allure us, 
that, on account of her frequent infirmities, fhe never made a reli- 
gious profeilion, though fhe lived in the monaftery, ftrenuoufly la- 
bouring to fanctify her foul by afliduous prayer, mortification, and 
patience under continual iickneffes for the fix Jaft years of her life. 
St. Lewis, who tenderly loved her for her extraordinary virtue, fre- 
quently vifited her. She died on the twenty -lecond of February, 
127c, being forty-two years old. Her relicks are enfhrined ac 
Longchamp. bhc was beatified by Leo X. in 1316. Urban ViJI. 
granted an office in her honour. — See her life wrote by Agnes of 
i-Jarcourt, her rpaid of honour, F.d. D'u. Cangej Joinville, Cha- 
lippe Vie dc S. Francois, t. 2. p. 285. 

St. Cuthburge, Queen, Virgin, and Abbefs. This faint was 
lifter to king Inn, and was married to Alfred, who .was crowned king 
of the Northumbers in 6Sr. .At her fuit he allowed her to remain 
always a virgin, and to devote herfelf to her heavenly fpoufe in the 
monastery of Barking in F./iex. She afterward founded that of Win- 
burn in l-orfetihirc, which flic governed, giving herfclf up totally to 
Jailing, watching, and holy prayir ; humble both to Cod and man, 
meek and tender to other::, but always auitere to herfclf. She ne- 
ver ceafed to exhoit her filters to live up to the dignity of fpoufes of 
the Kin^" oi heaven, to keep their beans free fumi all affection to 
•• the things of this world, and ever to fii : h after their heaven! y home. 
Being purified by a ioi:g and painful iiinefs, and ilrongthcned with 
the Viaticum of the piecious b. dy of Chrilt, fhe nailed to everlaiU 
in j* bliii on the thirty- firll of -Augufl, in the beginning of the eighth 
century. She is commemorated in the Sarum breviaiy. See Wil- 
Jinm of Malmefbury in king Ina, ILirpsfield, Alluni, -and (Jr^ily. 
On Sc. Aidan, bhbop of Lindij>fap>c, who is alfo comiiiemoratcd on 

this day, fee 1 1 1 c Hi e of S t . , Q f yy a Id , Ang c. r 
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Thefe are they who are come out of great tribulation, and have 
waji)ed their robes, and have made them white in the blood of 
the Lamb. Therefore they are before the throne of God, and 
they ferve him day and night in his te?nplc. Apoc. vii. 14.5 15. 
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AGE 130. 1. ult. in the end. add : See dr. Bruhier, «' Memoire 



des enten emens &: embaumeus, in 1745. Alio. Diiiertation fur 1' 
incertitude des figncs de la mort. 1*749. 2 vol in 12. And dr. 
.Louis, Lettres fur la certitude des fignes de la mort, centre Bruhier, 
in 1752, in 1 zmo. — p % c;o. note (/?), col. 2. line 8. blot out thefe 
words : kt His treatife to Hugh of St Victor i< an anfwer to cer- 
* c tain theological queries." And lubltimte what follows ; " John. 
<6 the Hermit attributes to St. Bernard the Serine Keg'na : but only 
** the laft words were added by him." (See BibLotbeea Pat rum 
ClftetticHjsmv, p. 4J-.) That anthem is expounded in the fermons 
of Bernard, archbifhop of Toledo, who died in 1 128, and is men- 
tioned by others anterior to St. Bernard. Albericus \n his chronicle 
{ad an. 1230. p. 263) informs us that it was com po fed by Adheinar, 
bimop of Puy in Velay, in 1080. That prelate was ion to a fa- 
mous count and general of Daupbine, and eminent for his pru- 
dence, learning and. extraordinary piety. Being legate of pope Ur- 
ban II. in the crufadc, be died at Antioch in 1095. His heroick 
virtues are exceedingly extolled by William of Tyre, 1. 7. c. i. 
Guibert of Nogent, Ordericus Vitalis, &c. 
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*The life of St. Giles was co?npiled by one who collected %vhatsver 
memorials he could amajs together^ without difcernmenty a^d who 
confounded this faint with the abbot of Aries of the fame name. 
See Mabillon AnnaL Ben. T". 3. p. 433. itf Sccc. 3. Bened. in 

And ejpc daily the lecn'ticd clijjertation and rc?narks of 
Stilting the Bollandift, Sept. T> I. p. 284. Alfo the Maurijl 
monks, Hiji. Liter, de la France T. 10. p. LX. 

About the end of the feventh century, 

^HIS faint, whofe name has been held In great 
veneration for fevcral ag;es in France and Eng~ 





land, is faid to have been an Athenian by birch 5 
^ and of noble extraction. His extraordinary piety' 

^pg^"^ anc * learning drew the .admiration of the world 

upon hirn in fuch a manner that it was impofftble 
for him to enjoy in his own country that obfeurity and retire- 
ment which was the chief object of his defires on earth ; and he 
dreaded the fimfhine of temporal profperity and the applaufc of 
men, as fraught with dangerous poifbn, which cafily inhnuates 
itfelf into the heart. '.Therefore leaving his own country, he 
failed to France, and ch ofe an hermitage fir/I in the open dc/erts 
near the mouth of the Rhone ; afterward nigh file river Gard, 
and laflly, in a forcli in the diocefs of Nifmes. He palled many 
years in this clofe folitude, ufinL>: no other fu I »fi Hence than wild 
herbs or roots and water, converhui/- only with God, and Jiving 
.rather like an angel than a man ; lo perfectly was he difengaged 
from earthly cares, and with fo gre.it purity of afledfions, with 
fuch conftancy and ardour was hi.*? foul employee] in the excr- 
cifes oi heavenly contemplation, f lis bifWian relates, that he 
Was for fome time nourifhed with the milk of a hind in the fo~ 
reft, and that" a certain prince di/coverc I him in hunting in thofe 
woods, by purfuing the chafe of that hind to Ins hermitage, where 
the beai* had fought for fhelter al his feet. 'The reputation of 
tile iancUty ol this holy hermit was much incieafed by many 
mijacies which he wrought, and which remined his name fa- 
mous throughout a ]j i'Vance. Some, by mi.'lake, have con- 
Vol. 11L Fee founded 
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founded this faint with one Giles, whom St. Caefarius made 
abbot of a monaftery near the walls of ArJes, and whom he font 
to Rome, with his fecretary Meflianus, in 514, to pope Sym- 
anachus, to obtain of him a confirmation of the privileges of 
the metropolitical church of Aries. But the Boliandifb prove 
very welJ, in a long and learned diflertation, that the great St. 
Oiles lived only in the end of the feventh, and beginning of the 
eighth century, not in the fixth, and that the French were at 
that time mafters of the country about Nifmes. Meiiianus and 
Stephen, in the fecond book of the life of St. Casfarius, inform 
us, that the French took Aries in 541, the year before the death 
of St. Caefariusj after which the Goths yielded up to them that 
whole province. St. Giles was highly efteemed by the French 
king; but could not be prevailed upon by them to for/ake his 
folitude. He, however, admitted ieveral difcipies, and fettled 
excellent difcipline in the monaftery of which he was the foun- 
der, and which, in fucceeding ages, became a flourishing ab- 
bey of the Benedictine Order, though it has been long fince 
converted into a collegiate church of canons. A confiderable 
town was built about it, called St. Giles's, which was famous 
in the wars of the Albigenfes. This faint is commemorated in. 
the martyrologies of Bede, Ado, and others. 

Entire conftant folitude is a ftate which few are able to 
bear with unabated fervour in the uninterrupted exei cites of 
arduous penance and contemplation. A man in folitude 
whom floth often warps, or whofe convention is not always 
with God and his holy angels, is his own mofi dangerous 
tempter and worfl company. Ariftotle having defined man a 
focial creature (a) 9 or one born for fociety, added, that he who 
Jives alone muft either be a god or a br-aft. Bui that nhilofo- 
pher was unacquainted with the happinefs of iJi.rious cont.m- 
plation. The ancient Chriftian proverb as mot. r?:ac!, ihat he 
who lives always alone is either an angel or a <i< > jI. 'i 'his itate 
therefore is not without fnares and dangers : norii-cs an heimi- 
tage ncccflarily make a faint But when a perfon, b\ .in fxrraoidi- 
nary call, embraces it with fervour, and itrenuu/Iy • - i *i»H<^t« him- 
felf to all the exercifes of holy retirement and pejr.nr.c. fuels a 
one being difengaged in his aftecSlions fioni all eanhlv ri<\-: 9 ex- 
changes the fociety of a vain and iinful world for ri •: ul God 
and holy fpirits, and the contagious commerce of h. difh toys 
for the uninterrupted glorious employment of the :»u; ; Is, and has 
certainly attained the higheii degree of Iiappinef:; under heaven ; 
this ftatc is its novitiate, and in lome degree an uiticipaiion of 
its eternal fweet and noble employ, lie who a< ■ ompanie;} the/e 
mo ft fervent exercifes of contemplation and divine love with 

zeal* 
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zealous and undaunted endeavours to conduit others to the 
fame glorious term with himfeJf fttall be truly great in the king* 
iom of heaven (i). 

On the fame DAY 



Twelve Brothers, Martyrs; Felix, Donatus, Arontius, Ho* 
noratus, Fortunatus, Sabinianus, Septimius, Januarius, Felix, Vi- 
talis, Satyrus and Repofitus were natives of Adrumetum in Africa, 
and after fufFering grievous torments for che faith in that city wer© 
fent into Italy, where they finifhed their glorious martyrdom at Bene- 
vento in the perfecution of Valerian in 258, or according to others 
in that of Dioclefian. — See Baronius Annot. in Martyr, Rorn % and 
Georgi rfnnot. in Adonis martyr ol. ' 

St. Lupus, or Leu, Archbifhop of Sens, C. He was a fainC 
from the cradle, and brought up in the fanftuary, like aaother Sa- 
muel, in learning and piety among the clergy of Orleans his native 
city. It was always a favourite devotion with him to vifit often the 
tombs of the martyrs, honouring God in his faithful fervants who 
had glorified his divine name by the facriiice of their lives. Study- 
ing to walk in their fpirit, he fubdued his fleih by auilere fafts* 
Watching in holy prayer, humiliations and penance. Being ex- 
tremely fenfible of the fufferings and necelTities of all that were in 
diftrefs, he carried his hofpitality and chanty to a degree which on 
any other occafion would have been efteemed profusion. Having 
fucceeded Artemius in the archbilhoprick of Sens in 6cg, he tigna- 
lized himfelf by the moft zealous difcharge of every branch of tha 
paftoral duty, and fhewed that as no dignity could iafpire him with* 
pride, fo no application to publick employments could divert him* 
from conftant attention to God. When the fafety of his country 
demanded his afTiftance, he was active in maintaining the publick 
tranquillity, and after the death of Icing Theodorick, he fupportedt 
the party of his fon Sigefccrt to the nt moft of his power. Afccrwardt 
when king Clotairc was become maflcr of Burgundy, he fent FA- 
rulph thither to take care of his affairs. This jniniRcr was exas- 
perated againft the faint becaufe he did oot bring him prcfents. ac- 
cufed him falfcly to the king, and was feconded in his calumnioc 
by Medigifil, abbot of St. Remigius*« in the fuburbs of Sens, whofo 
aim it was to fupplant St. Lupus in his archbilhoprick. Clotairc 
had not yet learned how dangerous a thing it is in a prince to liitert 
to, or encourage informers, thofe caterpillars of the- irate ; Ami 
being feduced by the artiJices of flattering llanders baniihed St. Lu- 
pus, and gave orders to Landegefil, a pagan officer, to conduct him> 
to Aufenc, a village in Vimcu, not far from Lyons. The holy bi- 
fhop being come thither, and /inding profane temples in which the 
people of the country vvor/hippwd falfe gods, believed he was fentf 
by God for their con vcriiou, which he foon compared by his /.eaU 
•us preaching and example. By jctloring fight to a blind man he 

E c c 2 converted 
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converted Landegefil, the duke or governour, and baptized him 
•with feveral that were Hill Pagans, in the armies of the Franks. 
In the mean time St. Vinebaud, abbot of St. Lupus at Troyes, and 
the citizens of Sens folicited king Clotaire to recall St. Lupus. That 
prince who was then near Roiien, was made fcnfible of the injury 
he had done the holy man, and of the {landers of his accuiers. 
He therefore difgraced and detcfted them, fent for St, Lupus, 
pro lira ted himfelf at his feet to afk him forgivenefs, caufed him 
to eat at his table, and fent him back to his church loaded with 
prefents. The faint never mewed the leaft refentment againft his 
enemies, fought no other revenge than by conferring the greater!, 
benefits on his calumniators, and by the evennefs of temper with 
which he bore his difgrace, gave the higheft mark of true hcroifrn 
and fincere virtue. He died happily about the year 623, on the 
lit of September, at the manour of Erinon, which Hill belongs 
to his church. His body was carried back to Sens, and buried as 

. he had ordered out of humility under the water-conduit pipe in the 
church of St. Columba. His name occurs in the Roman martyro- 

.logy, and in thofc of Ado and Ufuard. — See his life written foon 

.after his death in Surius, and F. Yelde, the Bollandi/l T. 1. Sept. 
j>. 248. See alfo Cointe's Annates Eccl. Franc. An. 613. n. 4. 

'tfleury 1. 37. n. 16. T. 4. Rivet Hift m Liter. T. 4. p. 192. 
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St, Stephen, King of Hungary, C. 

4 

jFrom his life written by Chart 'uiz, and from the hi/tori ans Bonjinius 
in Hift* Llungar. L i. Ucr?Siannus Contractus.) ifr, Sec alfo 
Czuittingcr Specimen Ilungar'tcc Littcrattv. p. i. 7". i. 7 he 
Etzivirian edit, of Refp. et Status Hangar i p. 117-, 154. 
toaius Pngi in Baron, and Gabriel de juxta Hornad % L. Da 
I nit iis religionis Chrijtiana into • Hunga ros. Franco] w\ 1740. 

A. D. 1038. 

G E YSA, the fourth duke of the Hungarians (a), hy con- 
verting with certain Chriifian captives, and afterward 
with certain holy miflionarics, became infinitely delighted with 

the 

{a) The Hunns, far the mo ft fubfdted above two thoufknd 
numerous and famous of all the years, a ad are unqueftionably 

ancient barbarous nation, have the finite people with the pre fent 

inha- 
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the fan&ity of the maxirx* of our holy faith, and i 

vinced of its divine truth and original by the motives and ar- 
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inhabitants of Great Tartary, as 
is demonftraied by jofeph Afle- 
mani and Deguigncs ; fome of 
their colonies arc at this day pol- 
fefled of China, Corea, japan 
and fevcral other kingdoms in 
the callern parts of Alia : others 
under the name of the Turkiih 
tribes feized on Peril a, and ltill 
reign there : others who have 
been called the Ottoman Turks, 
extinguished the power of the 
Saracen caliphs, to whom they 
Jefr only a limited religious au- 
thority in matters relating to the 
Mahometan fuperilition, whilfl 
upon the ruins of their mo- 
narchies in Syria and Egypt, and 
of the Grecian empire, they erect- 
ed the prefent Ottoman empire. 
Other migrations of thefe Hunns 
had the greateJl lhare next to 
the Goths in the dcilruclioa of 
the Roman empire in the Welt. 
See bLjloue Gerurp/e df-s Huas, cits 
e f:tra s da lite??/ s cjf ii?s an' res 
'Tartares Occidenteiux t par M De- 
£uig»e$ y Inter pi cte du Roy pour it's 
Lar.»uis Ot icutah" , &c. .-jto. in £ 

Tomes, Paris i;c6, 17^7. In 
. this work the moll learned au- 
thor haj obliged the world with 
a new and original hiJrory of 
China, and tlu-ie other Afiatiek 
kingdom:;, compiled with j/ear. 
care and judgment from the moll 
nuiheiuick Chimfc and Arabian 
hillorie:; and monuments. The 
ancient i iimiv. were divided into 
Alintick and Kuropeau : the lat- 
in dwelt upon the bank:, of the 
Vol$.',a, and about the Pal us 
IVIcroi^. The implacable hatrcJ 
which ilic G'oiIjs bore them, and 
tile diflcjcuccci thole lluum; both 
{W\li the JJoihi ^d jN(orina:iD ; 
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and from all the ancient German 
nations, both in complexion arid 
the frame of the body, and in 
drefs, manners and language, 
demonflratc them to hr.ve been 
very different nations fr 0211 their 
original foundation. The fkins 
of be a lis frrved the Hunns for 

clothes with the fur turned, 
outwards as 

and Poles ufe to this day in 
their caps. The goodnefs and. 
beauty of thefe fkins or furs 
made the dillinclive ornaments 
of their nobility; and the ikins 
of martens, pel Us murhue, were 
fought after far and near. See 
Helmoldus Cbron. Slav. I. i. 
c. 1. and Jof.. Aflemani Comm. in 
Ca/efid. The Hungarian language 
is a dialect of that of the Hunns, 
and differs equally from the ?cla- 
vonian and Teutomek. Attila, 
the famous leader of the Hunns 
in their greatclt European expedi- 
tion left them at his death, in 453 
poffefled of Pannonia. Soon after, 
this country fell a prey to thcGoths 
called Gepida:, and afterward to 
the Hunni Abareii, who were lb* 
caMed according to Paulus l)ia- 
conus, from a kin[» of that name. 
They weie drove from their ori- 
pinal feats near the Volnr. l*y a 
tribe of the Turci, aa oi uocaun, 
Kvngrius and Theophat..:'; men- 
tion ; and broke into Pannonia 
together with the J.jOm;oh,.jdi, 
who/e king was called luin. 
Tin's prince's foil ami lucceiib'it* 
Alboin, being invhed by rJaMos 
into Italy, led tlmnci ih«* l.on- 
gobardi in cf-K, b-avinj* ail Pan- 

nonia to their allies thi \ ». , ici>*» 
as P an I us Uiaconus relate., :. 1. 
Jy(J^J(!^ IsQ/'^liCtl'd, Charlemagne 

C^tinguUIW 
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guments which are as it were the ftainp which God has put 
ppon his revelation in order to confirm it to us. And though 
he had reafon to fear great difturbances from the ferocity of 
his pedple upon a change of religion, he defpifed fuch dangers, 
and was baptized together with his wife Sarloth, and feveral of 
liis officers and courtiers. Sarloth was fo penetrated wilh the 
wonderful rnyfterics of religion, and fo fhongly affected with 
the great ideas of eternity, that fhe walked in the paths of he- 
roick perfection with a fervour not inferiour to that of the 
faints. Being fome time after with child, fhe was aftured by 
St. Stephen the protomartyr in a dream, that fhe bore in her 
Womb a fon who fhould complete the work flic and her huf- 

band 



©xtinguifhed the kingdom of the 
lombards in Italy in 774, after 
it had lafted two hundred and fix 
years under twenty-four kings : 
and alfo that of the Aba res in 
Fannonia in 79c), after a furious 
war of eight years continuance, 
an which all the princes and no- 
blemen of that nation were /lain, 
£ind moil of the flrong cities le- 
velled with the ground, as Egin- 
hard relates in the life of Char- 
lemagne. From that time thefe 
.A bares continued fubjeel to the 
Prench or German empire till 
the invafion of the Huiini Jguri, 
JMunnoguri or Hungari. See 
Jof. A/lcman. (in Kalend. T. r. 
par. 2. c.o) Thefe were an- 
other nation of the Hunns, fo 
called either from Ogor their 
jeader, or from their countiy 

ligtiria, the lame that is at prc- 
"jfent known by the name of 
J u lira, as Iicrbcrflcinius (Rrr. 
Mlu/coD. Comm. p 65.) proves 
from the languages, manners and 
many cuihiim of the two nations 
at this day. Thi.s province lies 
beyond the llypcvliovcun moun- 
tains many miles from JVJofcow 
near the co.ills »«f the Frozen 
ocean Unvaids Siberia, as we 
team from Pan Ins Jovius (/. He 
/t£fiiif»ie ad Muflovit. p. 1 23 ) 
and ii oxu Uuaguiui \yho lived 



many years a commanding officer 
in thofe parts (/// defcript. Mufco- 
<ui<se p, 167). Thefe Hungarians 
were driven from that country 
about the year 680, by a nu- 
merous fwarm of the Patzinacitaj 
from the borders of Afia ; and 
after wandering fome years in 
the deferts about the Danube, 
where they lived by fifhing, 
hunting and plundering other 
countries, they gathered all their 
Jtrength, and entering Pannonia 
in 889, defeated the imperial 
forces, fobducd the Hunni A- 
bares, and fettled themfelves in 
that countrv. as the annals of 

* w 

Metz and thofe of St. Bcrtin re- 
late. See Jofeph AfTcmani Comm. 
in Ktifauiiaria Until. T. 3. par. 2. 

c. z. p. 220. Thefe Hungari 

are called by fome of the 15 v- 
zantine hillori.uis, Tuika. The 
ancient Scvchianr. and Sarma- 
tians were in the middle ages 
called J hi nn;>, and afterwauls 
Turks; which name.; they chunk- 
ed at home in later times into 
thofe of Mufco vices and Tartar. , 
this lall denomination bein£ de- 
rived from the naiwe of a famous 
great king Tatar or Tartar w ho 
reigned aniou^ them in Aha. 
See the new Univerfal PJiilory 
T. 20. and J of, Alienwmi (he. 
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baud had begun, and abolifh idolatry in that nation- The 
child was bora in 977 at Gran, the ancient Strigonium, at 
that time the metropolis of the country, aud on account of 
the abovementioned vifion was chriftened Stephen. St. Adal- 
bert, bifhop of Prague, who for fome time preached the gos- 
pel to the Hungarians, and according to the German hifto-. 
rians baptized St. Stephen, had certainly no fmall /hare in the 
honour of his education, and Theodatus, an Italian count of 
fingular piety, was his tutour thefe two holy perfons by 
their example and inftruclions were under God the great 
inftruments of his future fanelity. Geyfa died in 997, and 
Stephen who had been chofen Waywode, that is, leader of the 
army or duke, fome time before, then took the reins of the go- 
vernment into his hands. His firfi: care was to fettle a firm, 
peace with all the neighbouring nations. This being done, he 
turned his thoughts wholly to root out idolatry, and as much 
as in him lay to make Chrift reign in the hearts of all his 
iubjecls. Performing himfelf the part of a miffionary, he of tea 
accompanied the preachers, and pathetically exhorted his people 
to open their eyes to the divine truth. Many however were fa 
obftinately attached to the fuperftitions of their anceftors as to 
take up arms in defence of idolatry ; and having at their head 
a count of great intereft and valour named Zegzard,\vith a nu- 
merous army they laid fiege to Vefprin. St. Stephen placed bis 
confidence in the Lord of Hods, and prepared himfelf for the 
engagement by fafting, almfdeeds and prayer, invoking par- 
ticularly the interceflion of St. Martin and St. George. Though 
inferiour to the rebels in the number of his forces, by the divine 
afliftancc he gave them a total overthrow, and flew their 
leader. To give to God the entire glory of this victory he 
built near the place where the battle was fought, a great mo- 
naftery in honour of St. Martin, called The Holy Hill : ana? 
befides efhites in land he beftowed on it one third part of the 
fpoils. ft is immediately fubjedt to the holy fee, and is called 
in Hungary the Arcbabbacy. St. Stephen having quelled the 
rebels found himfelf at liberty to profecute his dclign ; which 
he did by inviting into his dominions many holy priefls and re- 
ligious men, who by their exemplary lives and zealous preach- 
ing fowed the feed of faith, civilized that ravage nation by thfl 
precepts of the gofpel, built churches and monaftericsj and 
/ome of them obtained the: crown of martyrdom. 

The zealous prince founded the archbifhoprick of Gran or 
Strigonium, and ten bifhopricks* aud fent Aiti icuu, or AnaHa- 
iius, the newly- elected bifhop of Coloei/,, to Rome, to obtain 
©f pope Sylyeiter II. the confirmation of thefe foundations and of 

ii g C. 4 many 
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many other things which he had done for the honour of God 
and the exaltation of his holy church ; and at the fame time to 
befeech his Holinefs to confer upon him the title of king, 
which his fubje&s had long pre/led him to aflume, and which 
he now only afked to fatisfy their deiires* and that he mig;ht 
with more majefty and authority accomplifh his great defigns 
for promoting the glory of God, and the good of his people. 
Mice/las, duke of Poland, upon marrying a Chrillian princefs > 
the daughter of Boleflas duke of Bohemia, had embraced the 
faith in 0,65. About thirty-four years after this he lent an em- 
"bafTy to Rome to obtain the title of king confirmed to him by 
the authority of the apoflolick fee. Sylvefter 11. who was then 
pope, was difpofed to grant his requeft, and prepared a rich 
crown to fend him with his blerTing (/•). But the extraordinary 
•zeal, piety and wifdom of St, Stephen deferving the preference, 
his Holinefs delivered this crown for him to his ernbafladouc 
Aftric, together with the prefent of a croCs, granting by a fpecial 
privilege that it mould be carried before him in his armies. At 
the fame time he by a bull confirmed all the religious founda- 
tions which our holy prince had made, and the elections of the 
bifhops. St. Stephen went to meet his ambaffadour upon his 

return. 



(b) The Poles, Bohemians, 
JDalmatians and Jflrians aie ori- 
ginially Sclavonians^ who fuzed 
thofe countries in feveral migra- 
tions. The ancient country of 
the Slavi or Slavonians lay in 
certain provinces of that part of 
Scythia and Sarmatia which is at 
prefent called Great Ruifia or 
fvlufcovy, as Jofcph Aifcmani 
/hews (T. I. part 2. c. .7. p. 29.:). 
Thefc Slavi were a people very 
different fmiii the rell of the Scy- 
thians called Huans, no lcls than 
f "10 m the Goths, as the lame 
Teamed author proves (ib. c. 8. 

T. 7.. c. 0 ) though the vSlavi 
have been fomclimc:> t'ouiouuded 
with the Ilunni. I.crhm led a 

Tiuir.ercuu-i colony of thefc Slavo- 
nian:; into Poland, became the 
founder of that nation, am! hinlt 
Gnclna about the vear 
7 i is biother 'Acchua fettled an- 
other colony of the lame people 

j*. Ji(;i;ciiiia, cxptllm^ :hiucc 



the Marcomanni who had fub- 
dued a htde before the Boii, a 
nation which had been poflefled 
of that country five or fix hun- 
dred years, and who r e name it 
Aill retains, (ibid.) Miccflas duke 
cf Poland, died in the year 9/, 9, 
whilR his ambafladourn were at 
Rome-. His fon and Aiccc flour 
Holcflas f. furnamed Chahri or 
1 he Gi eat, tool: the title of hiiif* of 
Pol. iik! in the year 1000, and v*as 
.-.cUnou'lc'dut u in that cjnahty by 
t lie einperonr < Uho Ui. the pope, 
Kc. This prince vancjuiihed the 
Uohennans ami Mm avian**, fuli- 
dued .Red Iviifiia, tool: Kiow and 
railed Poland to th-'t pin h of 
grandeur which it ba.-> ever fnuv 
maintained, and which ictcived 
a 'Teat acceilion in hv th<; 

t I J 

maniam' nf J -o;tdlo, called ai- 
teiward UladiJlas V.duke of Li- 
thuania, with IJedtvi^c hvtirch- of 
Poland. 
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return, lifiened ftanding, with great refpeft, to the pope's 
bulls whilft they were read, and fell on his knees as often as 
the name of his Holinefs was repeated. To exprefs his profound 
fenfe of religion, and to infpire all his fubjecfs with a holy awe 
for whatever belonged to the divine w or/hip, he treated the 
parlors of the church with honour and rcfpedt. The fame pre- 
late who had brought the crown from Rome, anointed and 
crowned him king with great folemnity and pomp in the year 
J OOO. The good prince, by a publick act, and with extraor- 
dinary devotion, declared that he put all his dominions under 
the fpecial patronage of the BlefTed Virgin Mary, and never 
ceafed mofr. earneftly offering his daily prayers to implore her 
powerful interceffion for obtaining the divine bJefling upon all 
his fubjects. Whence in many medals and coins of this king- 
dom (he is ffyled patronefs of Hungary. It is incredible with 
what ardour the king exhorted his people, efpecially his do- 
mefficks, to the practice of all virtues. With a view to propa- 
gate on earth the divine honour and praife beyond his own 
life, and to the end of time, he filled Hungary with pious foun- 
dations. At Alba he built a ftately church in honour of thee 
Mother of God, in which the kings of Hungary were after- 
ward both crowned and buried. This city St. Stephen made 
his tifual relidence, whence it is called Royal Alhn to difiinguifh 
it from Alba Julia or WeiiTemburg in Tranfylvaaia. lie found* 
ed in old Buda the monaftcry of SS. Peter and Paul, and inr 
Rome on mount Ccelio the church of St. Stephen, with a col- 
lege of twelve prieffs : alfo an inn and hofpital on the Vatican- 
hill for the entertainment of Hungarian pilgrims ; and he built 
a church at Jerufalem, not to mention the magnificent mo- 
il aft cry of St. JJcnnetj and many other churches in Hungary, 
Throughout all his dominions he commanded tithes to be 
paid to the churches, though thefe are redeemed to this day hi 
many places by the noblemen for a rcitain funi ol money. 

St. Stephen who would feck no alliance but by wliich piety- 
might he il lengthened in his realm and family, took to wife 
( iHcla, filler to St. Henry, king of Germany, who w;m fhoitly 
aiter crowned empemur : and that holy prince admirably lh~ 
conded and allifled our faint in all his pious delh.-ns. St. Stephen 
ahohihed many barharous ;ind fupciJlitious cuflomi'. derived fioin 
the ancient Scythian:;, and by fevcic punijhmcms rcpreiiid hlaf- 
phemy, minder, theft, adultery, and other puhjick crimes. 
'J o put a ilop to incontinence and idulauy he commanded all 
pei fons fo marry except religious and churchmen, and. foib.nl 
all marriages of (JlnUtians with idolaters, lie was of molt 

cafy accciii to people of 4IJ ranLsj a»id liiLaicd to every one & 

cnm^laiutjj 
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complaints without diilin&ion or preference, except that he 
appeared moft willing to hear the poor, knowing them to be 
•more eafily oppfefled, and confidering that in them we honour 
Chrift, who being no longer among men on earth in his mortal 
irate to receive from us any corporal fervices, has fubftituted 
2nd recommended to us the poor in his place and right. The 
good king provided for their fubfiftence throughout his whole 
kingdom, and took them, efpecially the hcJpIefs orphans and 
widows, under his fpecial protection, declaring himfelf their 
patron and father. Not content with his general charities and 
care for all the indigent, he frequently went privately about to 
difcover more freely the neceffities of any that might he over- 
looked by his officers. One day it happened that whilft he was 
dealing about his plentiful alms in difguife, a troop of beggars 
fet upon him, threw him down, beat hinii plucked him by 
the beard and hair, and took away his purfe, feizing for them- 
felves what he intended for the relief of many others. The 
king efreemed himfelf happy to fuffer in the fervice of his Re- 
deemer, and addrefled himfelf in thefe words to the Blefled 
Virgin ; " See, O queen of heaven, in what manner I am 
* c requited by thofe that belong to your Son my Divine Sa- 
CQ viour. As they are his friends, I receive with joy this 
* c treatment from their hands." He learned, however, from 
this accident no more to expofe his perfon, but he renewed his 
refolution never to refufe an alms to any poor perfon thatafked 
him. His nobles rallied hinv on this occafion : but he rejoiced 
in all humiliations, and God was pleafed to teftify how agreeable 
his iincere and heroick piety was, by conferring on him many 
extraordinary graces, with the gifts of prophecy, and many 
miraculous f;ures. How difficult foevcr it may feem to praclifc 
extraordinary feveritics and humiliations in the midir. of a 
court, and furrounded by the moft flattering objects of foftnefs 
and pride, where fuch gofpel maxims are feldom heard, 
yet the ex traordinary fervour of our faint found means for the 
rxercife of both. He defited to fcive, and wafli the feet of, 
poor men in publick : but the fear of giving often ce to his fub- 
jetfts, wb.ofe minds were not yet framed to imbibe fuch Ideas 
of a prince's humility, made him only do it privately. He loft 
no part of his time in vain amufements or idle company ; but 
divided himfelf between the duties of religion, and thofe of his 
fhttiotfi. To the former he regularly allotted many hours every 
day, and the latter he Amplified by religious motives, and by 
the cunttant recollection of his foul. Thus, if he was not able 
always to praife God with his tongue, he did it without in- 

tcrnuifiOit) by his life, all his actions being directed to the fame 

point 
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point of God's holy will and greateft glory. His charitable 
and zealous application to all external duties of life, and to the 
government of his kingdom, his almfdeeds, mildnefs, tem- 
perance, patience and other virtues fucceeding one another in 
their victories and repeated heroick a£ts fandtified his whole 
life, and made it as it were one uninterrupted facrifice to God, 
The leaft faults of frailty and inadvertence by which its perfec- 
tion might be impaired, he laboured to expiate by daily penance 
and tears. The ihining example of his virtue was a continual 
moll powerful fermon to thofe who con ver fed with him. His 
happy influence over his children was moll fenfibie in the vir- 
tuous courfes they purfued. St. Emerick, his eldeft fon, walked 
in his fteps with fo much fervour as to be in his youth the ad- 
miration of Chriftendom. Riling always at: midnight he re- 
cited mattins privately on his knees, paufing a little in devout 
meditation at the clofe of every pfalm. Many wondeifui 
things are related of his virtues and miracles; to comprife his 
character in one word, nothing could be more amiable, more 
pious, or more accomplilhed than this young prince. His fa- 
ther trained him up not only in the perfect practice of the 
moft heroick piety, but alfo formed him in the art of govern- 
ment. St. Stephen's excellent code of laws, to this day the 
bafis of the laws of Hungary, are inferihed to his fon duke 
Emerick. In fifty-five chapters the pious legiflator has com- 
prifed the wifeft and moft holy regulations of the ftate. Fie 
pathetically exhorts his fon to fincere humility (which he calls 
the fole exaltation of a king) to patience, mecknefs, afliduous 
and devout prayer, charity, companion for the poor, the pro- 
tection of all that are in diftrefs, &c. He forbids on pain of 
fevere punifhments all grievous publick crimes, cfpecially of 
impiety and irreligion, as a violation of the Sunday or a faft- 
day, talking in the church, a culpable negledt to call in the 
pricfts to afiift dying perfons, &c. He commands the nu.fi re- 
ligious refpedt to be paid to all holy things, and to the clei^y (i). 
'J hefe wholefume laws he caufed to be promulgated truotighouC 
his dominions, and had them always moft fh icily obfervrd, as 
on the exact: execution of the laws the tranquillity of the ftatc 
depends. 'J 'he protection of his people engaged him fometiaies 
in war, wherein he was always vidloiious. '1 he prince of 
Tranfylvania, his coufm, invaded hit, dominions : St, Stephen 
defeated him in battle, and made him prifouei ; yet gave him 
his liberty, and reftored him his dominions, i equii ini» at him this 
only cojidition, that tlie goipcl lhould he allowed "to be (lecly 
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preached in them. The faint was never the aggreflbr in any 
war : that with the Bulgarians was obftinate ; but they were 
at length overccane, and obliged to receive the laws which he 
prefcribed them. There is no faint, whofe virtue is not ex- 
ercifed by tribulation. Sicknefs deprived St. Stephen of all his 
children, St. Emerick the eldeft was carried off the Iaft. He 
had then begun to fuftain a great part of the burden of the 
ftate, and to be both a comfort and aftiflant to his father. 
The intereft of the ftate and that of the infant church of his 
kingdom confpired with nature to make this ftrokc more fe- 
Vere. But the good kino; bore the lofs with entire refie;narion, 
adoring in it the holy will of Grod. St. Emerick was ca- 
nonized by Benedict: IX. and is honoured among the faints 
on the 4th of November. This affliction weaned the king's 
heart more and more from the world, and he defired if it had 
been pof7ible,to referve to the care of his own foul the remaining 
part of his life, that being freed from all worldly concerns, he 
might be preparing for his la(t pafTage. But as the affairs of 
both the church and ftate did not allow this, he continued 
to endure the toil of bufinefs, knowing that he was accountable 
to God for the leaft neglect or omiflion in the particular duties 
of his ftation towards his Creator, his fubjects or himfelf. He 
endeavoured however to redouble his fervour in all his religious 
exercifes, and applied himfelf particularly to thofe which are 
more immediately preparatory for a happy death, to which 
he principally directed his devotions and charities. Though 
brave and expert in war, he had always been a lover of peace ; 
but from this time he took a refolution to i p ill no blood in 
war, in which lie carncfily begged the intcrpofttion of divine 
providence, which did not fail him. For to hoflilities he af- 
ter this oppofed no other arms than falling, prayers and tears, 
and by them alone was ever viclouous. The Bcfli, a fierce 
nation of Bulgarians, the mod implacable enemies of the Hun- 
garians, made a furious irruption into his territories: but 
moved with veneration for the fanctity of the holy king, they on 
a fudden repented of their cnterprife, begged and eaiily ob- 
tained his Iriendlhip, and returned peaceably home. St. Ste- 
phen, by an act of juflice, caufed fome of his own fubjeels to 
be hanged on his frontiers for having plundered them in their 
retreat. After the death of our faint's good friend St. Henry, 
the empermir, Jus fueceflbur Cornell II. invaded Hungary with 
with a powerful army, in 1030, and advanced fo far that St. 
.Stephen was compelled to lead out his army agaiiift him, 
though fiill trailing in (Jodthat the eMufion of blood would 
be pievcnicd. All thin hi fccinud to be difpoled for a de- 
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cifive battle when St. Stephen again recommended himfelf and 
his earneft defire of peace to the BlefTed Virgin : and to the 
furprife of all men, the emperour oh a fudden turned his back 
with his army, and without having executed any thing, marched 
home into Germany with as great precipitation as if he had 
been defeated. 

St. Stephen laboured three years under ar complication of 
painful diftempers. During this time four palatins exafperatel 
at the ftricT: execution of juftice which he caufed to be obferved, 
entered into a confpiracy to take away hfo life. One of them 
got into the king's chamber in the night with a dagger under 
his cloakj but let it fall in a fright upon hearing the king afk 
who was there. Seeing himfelf difcovered, he threw himfelf 
at the feet of his fovereign, and obtained his pardon : but hhs 
accomplices were executed. The faint perceiving that' his laft 
hour drew near, aflembled his nobles, and recommended to 
"them the choice of a fucceflbur, obedience to the holy fee, and 
the practice of Chriftian piety. He then again commended his 
kingdom to the patronage of the BlefTed Virgin, and after 
having received the facraments of penance, the Viaticum and 
extreme-unction, happily expired on the feaft of the AfTurnption 
of our Lady, the 15th of Auguft, in 1038, being threefcone^ 
years old, of which he had reigned forty-ono from the deatfi 
of his father, and thirty-eight from the time he had been 
crowned king. His facred remains were honoured with mi- 
racles, and forty-five year* after his death were enfhrined and 
placed in a rich chapel which bears his name within the great 
church of our Lady at Buda. He was canonized by Benedict IX. 
in the manner defcribed by Benedict XIV (2). Innocent XL 
appointed his feftival on the 2d of September. 

Virtue is the moft excellent dignity, and ihc only goad of ra- 
tional beings, as St.Auftin obfervcs(3). Genius, learning, power, 
riches and whatever clfe a arum enjoys are only good when 
made fubfervient to virtue. Hence the ancient Stoiclcs called 
fuch external goods convcniencics, not gopd things, becaufr* 
faid they, virtue alone deferves the name of good (4). Thifi 
is our glory, our riches, and our happinefs in time and eter- 
nity. To acquire and continually improve in ourfclves tins ip- 
cflimablc treafure is the great bufmefs of our lives. Yet hovy 
carclcfs arc the generality of mankind in this particular ? Many 
fpare no pains to cultivate their mi nils with feience, or to ex- 
cel in accuinplifliuicnts of the body., and in every qualification 

1 

{?.) L. 1. Dc Seivoruro Dei Beatific. & Canon iz. c, 41. (3} L. 19* 
^9 Dd c. 3. i>. 5.J4. (4) lb. 1. 9. c 4.. p *.*.o. 
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for the world, yet negle£l to reform and regulate their heart. 
Half that attention which they give to their body or ftudies, 
would make them perfect in virtue. An hour or half an hour 
a day employed in holy meditation, pious reading and felf- 
examination would be of infinite fervice in this moft important 
and noble ftudy. This woujd teach us the divine maxims of 
virtue, infpire us with its fublime fentiments, and inftru£t us 
in its exercifes. And a conftant attention and watchfulnefs in 
all our actions would inure us to the practice, and ground us 
in perfect habits of it. Were we but thus to Jearn well one 
virtue every year, we fliould foon be perfect: faints. Holy kings 
Upon the throne never fuffered any avocations or bufinefs to be 
an impediment to this earn eft application to the fcience of a 
Chriftian. Virtue no fooner gains the empire in the hearts of 
men but it rules and fanctifies the whoJe circle of their actions, 
makes all the employments of their ftate an uninterrupted ex- 
ercife of its various acts, and advances daily in fervour and per- 
fection. 



On the fame DAY 



St. Ladislas I. called by the Hungarians Laflo, king of Hun- 
gary, C. He was fon of king Bela, and born in 1041, and com- 
pelled by the pertinacious importunity of the people much againft 
his own inclination to afcend the throne, in 1 080, the kingdom be- 
ing then elective. He reftored the good laws and difcipline which 
St. Stephen had eftablifhed, and which teemed to have been oblite- 
rated by the confufion of the times. Chaftity, meeknefs, gravity, 
charity and piety were the diftinguifhing parts of his character from 
his infancy : avarice and ambition were his fovereign avarfion, fo 
perfectly had the maxims of the gofpel extinguished in him all 
propensity to tliofe bafa paffions. His life in the palace was 
moft auftcre : he was frugal and abftemious, but moft liberal to 
the church and the poor. He watched over a ftritt and impar- 
tial adminilbation of jtifticc : was generous and merciful to his ene- 
mies, and vigorous in the defence of his country and of the church. 
He added to his kiagdom Dalmatia and Croatia, drove the Hunns 
cutofhifr territories, and vanquifhed -the Poles, Ruffians, and Tartars. 
He was preparing to command as general the great expedition of 
4hc Chrillianr. again fl the Saracens for the recovery of the Holy 
Land, when God called him to himfelf on the 30th of July, 1095. 
He was buried at Waradhu where his 1 clicks continue Hill to be il- 
luftratcd by miracles, fays the Roman martyrology, on the 27th 
of June, on which day it commemorates him. He was canonized by 
Celelline III. in Joyy. — See Papebroch's collections from the Hun- 
garian hiilorianr, concerning him, Junii T. c. p. 31$. 

8t. Ju HTViij Archbifhop of Lyons, C His virtues rendered him 

fo confpicuouB whilit he ferved the church of Vicnnc in quality of 

deacon, 
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deacon, that he was advanced to the metropolitan fee of Lyons 
about the year 350. In this exalted ltation he Ihewcd by the whole 
tenour of his conduct that he feared nothing but God, hoped for 
nothing but from God, and regarded not the applaufe or prefents* 
but the wants of thofe that approached him. His patience and 
temper were proof againft every trial : the ardour of his zeal mad© 
him fevere in reproving every thing that deferved reproof His at. 
tachment to difcipline and good order was inviolable, and his lovo 
of peace, concord and unity fincere and conftant. He was circum- 
fpecl every where, and in all things. A great council of Weftem 
prelates being aflembled at Aquileia, in the reign of Gratian, im 
381, St. Julius of Lyons, with two other bifliops from Gaul, af- 
filled at it. The chief affairs there debated, regarded the Arians, 
and St. Ambrofe managed every thing in that venerable aftembly. 
That holy bilhop had a particular refpecl: for our faint, as appears, 
from two letters which he addrefTed to him concerning certain que- 
ftions of the holy fcripture. It happened a little before this coun- 
cil, that at Lyons a certain madman who had ftabbed fome perfons 
in the ftreet, took fancluary in the great church ; and St. Juftus, 
in order to appeafe the mob, delivered him into the hands of a 
publick officer, upon a promife that the prifoner's life fhotild b* 
fpared. This notwithstanding, he was difpatched by the populace. 
The good bifhop was apprehenfive that he had been accelfary to hit 
death, and was by that irregularity difqualified for the mi niftry of 
the altar ; and having long defired to ferve God in retirement, he 
made ufe of this occafion to refign the patforal charge. The, ex- 
treme oppofitton of his flock feemed an impediment to his deiign. 
But his journey to the council aifforded him a favourable opportunity, 
and in his return he Hole from his friends- in the night at Torrente, 
and ^bending his courfe to Marfeilles he there took /hipping with a 
leftor of his church named Viator, and failed to Alexandria. Con- 
cealing his character he lived unknown in a numerous monnftcry in 
Egypt, furpaffing the whole community in the fervour of his pe- 
nance. After fomc years he happened to be difcovered by on* 
who came from Gaul to vifit the monalterics in Egypt. The whole 
ho ufe was much furprifed at fo extraordinary an example, and fhr 
church of Lyons had no fooncr notice, but a prieft called Antiochus 
was lent to conjure him in the name both of the clergy and people 
to return. But he was not to be prevailed upon. Antjochus deter- 
mined to bear him company in his fojitude and penance, and the 
faint fhortly after died in his arms, about the year 390. His body 
•Was foon after tran Hated to Lyons. St. Julius is commemorated on 
this day in the Roman martyrology, and in thofe of J3ede, Ado, 
and UTuard. The village of St. Juil in Cornwall takes its nam* 
from this faint, — See his elegant and accurate ancient Life with the 
notes of Stilting the BollandHl Sept. T. 1. p. 365. Tillcmom 

T. 8. p. 546. I'lcury I. iR. 11. to. J)om Rivet. Hijt. Liter. JL\ *. 
part. 2. p. 254. The two brothers of b'te. Marthe, (Jul lie* Gbrifiuma 
'vef. edit, T. i. p. 293. 
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St. Maws, C. This faint was* a fervent Irilh monk, who palling 
into Cornwall there lived an abftemious folitary life in the place; 

. where now ftands the parliamentary borough of St. Maws, which, 
took its rife from a chapel built in his honour. In the cemesery 
ivas formerly fhewn his Hone chair, ^and a little without it, his well. 
He is painted as a fchool- matter, and according to the tradition of 

' the place was made a bifhop in Britain, which the chair i'eems to» 
indicate — See Dr. Brown- Willis in his hiftory of Parliamentary- 
boroughs. 

St. William, Bifhop of Rofchild, C. St. William was an Eng- 
3ifh priefl of eminent fanttity and zeal, and chaplain to k\r ? Ca- 
nutus. In one of the voyages which that prince made from England 
to Denmark, the zealous fervant of God who attended him, was 
fo moved with compafiion at the iightof the ignorance, idolatry and 
fuperflition under which that nation groaned, that he de fired to flay 
behind to preach Chrilt, and the pure maxims of the gofpel {a). 
He gained innumerable fouls to God, and was advanced to the 
epifcopal fee of Rofchild, in the ifland of Zealand. King Svveia 
contracted an inceftuous marriage with a near kinfwoman, the 
daughter of the king of Sweden. The holy pallor endeavoured in 
vain to remove fo pernicious a fcandal by remoRftrances, and at 
length proceeded to a fentence of excommunication s which feve- 
rity brought the king to his duty. The fame king having once 
caufed fome perfons to be put to death without a publick or legal 
trial, the faint met him at the church-door the next day, and hold- . 
Sng out his paftoral ftafF, forbad him to enter the houfe of God till 
his hands were cleanfed from the blood he had unjullly fpilt : and 
feeing fome of the courtiers draw their fwords, he prefented his' 
neck, faying, he was ready to die in defence of the church of God. 
The king who had always the higheft veneration for the holy pre- 
late, entered into himfelf, bitterly bewailed his fm,. and after doing 
ycnance, and making fatisfaclion, was conducted into the church 
by the bilhop himfelf. In this example, whilil we commend the 

pallor's 

apoftatlzed : but his fucceflbuu 
JCnut or Canutus II. furnamed 
the Great, king of England, 
carried or fent into Denmark 
from tli is ifland many zealous 
apoitolick millionarics, who re- 
eitablifhed that church* Sec Al- 
ford'ii Anna la EccL Ak?L (ad an. 
1027). This prince being dead 
at ShafUhuiy in io.ja, Magnus 
obiained the crown of Denmark, 
and dy i 119; in 1043, was fu creed ~ 
ed by Swein 111. furnamed Kttri- 
thiu.s, who died in 1067. See 

Adam Urcmenlis lli/i, 1. 2. Liu- 
duubrogi Script oris Rcruw Si'ptcu- 



(//) The Danes wore convcrt- 
e*d to the farth by the preaching 
of St. Anfcharius, and his aflb- 
•ciates and fucceflburs, Ebbo, 
With mar, Rcmbcrt, &c. Eric J. 
Jcing of Denmark, was baptized 
5a 8 26, in the reign of the emper- 
our Lewis Debonnair. See Joan. 

Mollerus (Cimbruv Litteratre 
T. 3. p. -8.) Ericus Pontoppi- 
danns [A/wa/rs 9 1: cc hji. t: Davit *v 

Dsplomathi. T- I. p- 1^)- Doin 
Kiv*t (/////. Lifer, dc la Vraticii T. 
5. p. X77.) Faj>ricius, tiibJioi/jJ*ti- 
thia tnedti <rvt (T. 1. p. 292) and 
LuccE'va^L Hi orbi tcrrarvmtxvricnte. 

p. 425. &in.g Swei.n, or^v^o I.L 
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patron's zeal to whom nothing was dear on earth befides God's 
honour, we ought riot to be Jefs edi/led with the humble difpofitions 
; n which the king received correction. From that time the iaint and 
the penitent concurred with all their ftrength in the molt per feci: 
union of hearts, to promote the caufe of piety and religion. Upon 
the' death of the king his corpfe was conveyed to RofchiJJ, the 
burial-place, an d 2C ^ iac c * me ^e ordinary residence of the 
kings of Denmark. St. William is faid to have prayed on this 
occafion that he might not be feparated from his friend, and dying 
at the fame time he was interred too ether with him, ai.d in the; 
fame place, in 1067, having palfcrd forty years in Dermvirk, Ba- 
ronius in his annals, and feme others, ■ confound him by miflake 
with St. William, a regain r canon of Paris, who was abbot of 
EikiU^ in the diocefs of Kofchild in the following century, on whom 

fee April 6th, and Hijl. Litem ire dc la France 1\ t). p : 1 ij ■ — On this 

holy bifhop fee Saxo Grammaticiis, the learned Danifti hiilo- 
rian who rlourilhcd in the next century, Hi]}. Djih'-^j c. i i, 12, 
Kranzius, Wandalitis \. 4. c. 33. Crciiy, Ch n Hijl. of B tic. B. 34. 
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St. Simeon Stylites the Younger, 
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From Evagrius ffi/2. I. 5. c. 21. p. 448. and L 6. c. 23. p % 471^ 
With the notes, of Reading and PV.Lowlb? ibid. Cambridge 1720* 
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4 

*jpHIS faint was born at Antiocb in 521, nnJ retired when! 

yet a child into the monaflery of Thau mail ore, or the 
Admirable Mountain, fituate in the defcrts of Syria near An- 
tioch. For feveral years he ferved an holy hermit who was a 
monk of the fame place, and lived not far from the commu- 
nity upon a pillar. Simeon laboured with hi:: whole ihength 
to be a faithful imitator of 'all his virtues. Meeting one day 
with a young leopard, and not knowing what it was, he put a. 
rope about its neck, and thus brought it to hi:; mailer, fay- 
ing lie hail found a cat. 'J 'ho good hermit feeing ti e furious 
beafi: tamely obeying a child, began to conceive greater thought:; 
ol hinr, and not long after, in "526, having had /uflicient \;k« 
perience oi his fervour, oideretl him to make a pillar, a.ne! to> 

Vol. HI i live 
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live upon it. The youth obeyed, as if it had been the voice 
of God, and lived fucceffively upon two pillars, within the in- 
clofure of the monaftery; threefcore and eight years, in great 
^ufterity, and in the exercifes of afliduous contemplation. God : 
man I felted his fanc~tity by a great number of miracles which he 
performed chiefly in curing the fick, foretelling things to come, 
and knowing rhe moft fecret thoughts of others. Evagrius, the: 
hirrorian, was an eyewitnefs to many, and allures us that h& 
had experienced his knowledge of the thoughts of others it* 
himfelf, when he vifited him for fpiritual advice (a). A great 
concourfe of people of all nations, as well Romans as bar- 
barians, reforted to this eminent fervant of God, who was- 
honoured by the whole world, particularly by the emperour 
Mauritius. When the Samaritans effaced the holy images that 
were in the churches, St. Simeon wrote to the emperour Juftirr 
in defence of the refpeft which is due to them. Tiiis letter is 
quoted by St. John JDamafcen, and by the fecond council of 
Nice. The faint fell ill about the year 592, and Gregory ^ 
the patriarch of Antioch, being informed that he was at the: 
point of death, went in all hafte to aflift at his laft moments*. 
But before he arrived, St. Simeon was departed to the Lord; 
He is honoured by the Greeks on the 24th of May, and by the 
Latins on the 3d of September. 

The fervour of the faints in bewailing their fins,, in finging. 
the divine praifes, and in lighing after the glorious fociety of 
the heavenly fpirits, made them feem to forget all concerns of 
the world. In thefe heavenly exercifes they round the created 
delights and the molt holy and pure joy. The great St. Antony, 
having fpent the whole night in prayer, when the morning, 
called him to other duties, was heard to lament, that the 
rifing fun interrupted the fweet entertainment of his foul with 
God : though by recollection and frequent afpirations at his 
manual labour and other employments, he in fomc meafurc 

continued 



(a) Evagrius SchoIafticus,a Sy- 
rian by birth, lived many years 
at Antioch, and was a perfon 
diftinguifhed for his birth, learn- 
ing and employments. He wrote 
an ccclefialtical hiftory from the 
time of the council of Ephefus 
in 431, to the year Vo.4» com- 
prised in fix books. Photius fays 
of liim, that his llyle is agreeable, 
and that with refpect. to truth, 

ke is more exaft than other hifto- 



nans ( cod. 29). The hifto- 
ries of Eufebius, Socrates, So- 
zomen and Evagrius were accu- 
rately publilhed with- a new La- 
tin translation by H. Valerius, at 
Paris, in 1673. A more beautiful 
edition of the fame, enlarged 
with other hiftorical and critical 
notes, was procured by Will. 
Reading at Cambridge, in 3 

voh foli in 1720* 
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Continued his prayer the whole day- What a reproach is the 
holy ardoui* of the faints to our iloth, delicacy and felf-love I 
How loudly does the pillar of St. Sirheon condemn our indo- 
lence ! Nature, it is true, is weak, and ftands in need of fome 
relief; hut if a lazy, unwilling mind is to be judge of its want 
of itrength, the judgment will be partial in favour of our 

paffions* 

On the fame DAY 

St. RfiMACLus/Biftiop of Maeflricht, C. This holy pa/tor was a 
fiative of Aquitain, and a difciple of St. Eligius, who appointed him 
jirft abbot of the monastery and feminjry which he founded at holig- 
jnac, two leagues from L,imoges. Our faint was afterward obliged Co 
take upon him the government of the abbey of Corgnon,but was food 
after called to the court of king Sigebert, who, in 649, had fuc- 
teeded his father Dagobert I. in Auftrafia, leaving all the reft of 
France to his younger brother Clovis II. Both thefe brothers were 
religious, and their reigns peaceable. Sigebert made ufe of the ad- 
vice of St. Remaclus in founding the royal abbey of Stabuletum, 
now called Stavelo, in the Ardennes, in the bimoprick of Maeftricht,,. 
and dutchy of Limburg. The fame prince founded the abbey of 
Malmandurium, now called Malmeui, alfo in the foreft of Ardenne; 
The direction of both thefe houfes was committed to St. Remaclus,; 
till upon the refignation of St. Amand, in 652, he was chofen bi- 
fliop of Maeftricht, in which charge he laboured with great humility 
and zeal in preaching to his flock, and relieving the poor. Sighing 
under the weight of cxteriour employs, and fearing he mould amidjf: 
them forget himfelf, he procured the confent of his clergy and of 
king Childerick II. to refign his fee to St. Thcodard, and to retire 
to Stavelo, which defign he carried into execution in 662. 7 he 
reputation of his fanctity moved many noblemen and others to em- 
brace a penitential monaftick ft ate under his direction in that houfe. 
Remaclus walked before them in the narrow paths of true Chriltiart 
perfection, encouraging them both by words and example to fervour 
in all religious exercifes. He remitted nothing in hi* aulterities on 
account of his old age, but rather ft rove continually to redouble his 
pace as he drew nearer to the end of his courfe, left by /loth in the 
end he mould forfeit his crown. In his lait moments he ftrongly 
exhorted his religious brethren to the love and practice of perfect 
(elf-denial, obedience, holy poverty, patience in painful employ- 
ments and labours; afliduity in holy meditation and prayer, the mo/t 
profound humility, and conllant peace and union. He died about 

the year 664, and was buried at Stavelo See his life compiled 

by a monk of Stavelo about the year 8<,o, extant in Mabillon (sl£h 
Bcned. p. 494). A fecond life wrote in the following century by Heri- 
gcr, abbot of Laubs ; and The triumph of St. Rtm»c!i/\ % in two books, 
compiled by Geoffrey prior of Stavelo in 1070, with an account of 

F f f z many 
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many miracles : alfo a MS. life of this faint wrote by Thietmar, 
abbot of Gcmblours, in nco. See likewife Le Cointe, Annates 
JLccl. Franc, ad an. 602, Mirxus, Fieury 1. 38. n. 58. 
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From St. Gregory of 'Tours L Dc Glor. Mart. c. 54. and the Jlfis 
of their Martyrdom? in) cried in the chronicle ofTournus compiled 
by Fa/co, monk of that place in the eleventh age? publijhed by 
F> Peter F?\ Chifflet? at Dijon in 1664, in an appendix to his 
Hijloire de Tour mis. 

A. D. 179. 

A Ntoninus Pius and his adopted fon and fucceffbur Marcus 
Aurelius Antoninus, iurnamed the Philofopher, were re- 
nowned for their wii'dom, moderation and attention to the good of 
the Roman empire. The latter is no lefs admirable for the go- 
vernment of himfelf, if his meditations (a) are the portraiture 

of 



{a) Wc admire in the writings 
of Plato, Seneca, Tully, Plutarch 
and other Heathen philofophers, 
many excellent precepts of mora- 
lity. To wear quite out the 
knowledge of virtue and the 
image of God, originally llamp- 
cd on the rational foul, has been 
beyond the power cither of the 
vices of men or the malice of 
devils. It was an el feci; of the 
divine good n eft; that the traces of 
this image fhould be preferved 
amidlt the ruins that followed 
the defection of man from his 
Creator, that he might always 
have fome knowledge of evil, 
and be condemned if he finned, 

hy the tcllimony of his own 



confeience : alfo that by thefe 
helps he might apply himfelf to 
know and feek God, and difco- 
ver the conformity of his moft 
fiiblime revealed law with that of 
reafon. Nevcrthclefs, how im- 
perfect and infuflicicnt a guide 
reafon is in the path of perfect 
morality, and how much it Hands 
in need of the fuperiour light of 
revelation, is manifclt not only 
becaufe faith alone can point out 
the remedy and true caufe of our 
fpiritual wounds and corruption, 
and it can alone botli teach us, 
and conduct us tp, our lafl end ; 
but the fame alfo appears from 
feveral capital errours again (I the 

law of nature Itfclf, which arc 

con- 
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of his pra6lice. His virtues and wife administration are repre- 
sented to advantage by Crevier ; but their luflre is not without 

F f f 3 fhades. 



contained in fome of the precepts 
of the abovementioned philofo- 
phers, and from their entire ig- 
norance of the eilential virtues of 
humility, perfect felf-denial, love 
of enemies, forgivenefs of inju- 
ries, entire refignation to the 
divine appoi-ntments, &c. Two 
Stoick philofophers, Epictetus 
and Antoninus, exprefs fome 
di-vine fentiments of thefe vir- 
tues, but learned them from 
their acquaintance with the 
Chriftian precepts of morality- 
Epictetus wrote his Enchiridion at 

Rome in the reign of Domitian, 
by whom he was banifhed that 
city with the whole tribe of phi- 
losophers. He feems to have 
died foon after at Smyrna. Mar- 
cus Aurelius called it the greateft 
favour he had received in his 
whole life from the gods, that 
he had read the Enchiridion of 
Epi&etus. In this book admi- 
rable rules for the conduct of 
life are laid down, extenfively 
applied, and pathetically enforced 
by a variety of ftriking argu- 
ments ; yet in this work too 
great a loofe is given to the molt 
unbridled of human paflions, 
and many chVcntial defects occur. 
The Meditatiom of Antoninus are 
a fuller exposition of the fame 
precepts of the Stoical fchool. 
Tliey have been afcribed by fome 
to Antoninus Pius, but certainly 
belong to Marcus Aurelius An- 
toninus, fnrnametl the Philofo- 
phcr. In them we have the moll 
excellent fyllem of moral pre- 
cepts that ever came from the 
pen of an Heathen, for which 
the author was much indebted to 
the light; ojf that faith which he 



a long time perfecuted and con- 
temned. Arrian, the Stoick who 
illustrated Epictetus's I*nchiridcn 
with valuable comments, and 
enjoyed the friendship of Anto- 
ninus Pius and Marcus Aurelius, 
was perhaps an aflillant in draw- 
ing up this work. The author, 
in the iirft book, informs us in 
what manner lie learned from his 
parents, mailers and virtuous ac- 
quaintance to curb anger and 
other paffions, and to inure him- 
felf to habits of every virtue, and 
he gives an amiable descrip- 
tion of the moderation, and both 
focial and princely virtues of 
Antoninus Pius, who had adopted 

and raifed him to fovcreignry. 
He fays he was not fickle and ca- 
pricious, but loved to continue 
in the fame places and bufmeilcs ; 
had no vanity in building; (hew- 
ed by the moderate care or his 
body that he was neither anxious 
about his life, nor deipifed it: 
his apparel was plain and home- 
ly : he was never felicitous about 
his meat; he never did any thinp- 
with fuch keennefs as one could 
fay he was fwenting about it ; 
but in all things he acted dillincl- 
ly, as at leilure, calmly, regu- 
larly, refolutcly and gracefully. 
He knew both how to abilain 
from or enjoy thofe things, in 
the want whereof jiioll mni (liew 
thendelves weak, and in the fru- 
ition intemperate : he remained 
firm and conllant in both events » 
with a juil feli-govei nment, and 
/hewed a perfect and invincible 
foul. 15. 1. c. 13. p. 53 — in tin? 
following parts of this work our 
author lays down numms of' mo- 
rality, lie exhort; men to th:j 
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fliades. In the very book of his Meditations, where he com- 
jxiends neceflary resignation to death, he condemns that of the 

Chriftians 



conftant practice of virtue as the 
Jiigheft dignity, perfection and 
happinefs of our nature. 44 No- 
41 thing," fays he, 44 is more ex- 
'* cellent than the divinity that 
f is feated within you, when it 
*' hath fubjected to itfelf all its 
ts paffions, examined all appear- 
*• ances (or occafions) which 
4C may excite them, and as So- 
1 e crates expreiies it, has torn 
et itfelf off from the attachments 
?* to fenfe ; has fubjected itfelf 
<e to the gods, and has an afFec- 
" donate care of mankind."- 
B. 3. c. 6. — He affirms the <»ri- 
ginal fabrick of the foul to be 
deftined for the knowledge and 
love of God, and an entire har- 
rnony of will with him by refig- 
nation, and the conftant love and 
practice of virtue: he alfo ac- 
knowledges its prefent degenerate 
flate, as it is often counteracting 
its original deftination. B. 9.C.3. 
• — Perfect virtue, according to 
him, confifts in the higheft love 
of the fuprcme goodnefs and 
excellence; in refutation to in- 
finite wifdom and Ready obedi- 
ence to his will, efpecially in all 
acts of beneficence and goodnefs 
to our fellows. B. 11. c. <o. — It 
is his fundamental maxim that 
the gods chiefly require, that ra- 
tional beings become by virtue 
like unto themfelves. 44 Keep in 
«* mind," fays he, {' that that is 
" a fig-tree which performs the 
* 4 bulihefs of a fig-tree ; a bee 
* s which performs that of a bee, 
*' and a man who performs the 
4t bufinefs of a man," which is 
virtue. B. 10. c. 9. — A virtuous 
man he defcribes as follows : 
■f What any one may fay or 



" think of him, or do againft 

" him, he Cpends not a thought. 

" He f.itisfies himfelf with thefe 

** two things; with acting juiily 

44 what he is at prefent doing, 

" and with loving what is at 

4C prefent appointed fcr hinu 

44 He has thrown off all hurry 

*' and buttle ; and has no other 

* 4 wil- but this, to go on in the 

(c liraighc ..carding to the 

" law, an J to foiiowGod'" B.io. 
c. 1. — He reckons vainglory a- 

mong vices or the affronts men 
do 10 themfelves. z. c. 6. 
B. 16. B. 3. c. 6. B. 4. c. 3, iSf, 
32. B. 5. c. 6. B. 8. c 7. B.9. 
c. 29 — He recommends humility* 
B. 10, c. 19 — and fincere fim- 
plicity, being equally an enemy to 
flattery and orientation. " How' 
lK rotten and infincere are thefe 
<c profeffions ? 1 refol*ve to a& 
L€ with you in ail Jimplicity and 
* ( candour. What need you tell 
€i me this ? O man ! It will ap- 
M pear of itfelf. This profeffion 
* 4 fhould be written on your fore- 
" head. Your temper fhou!4 
" fparkle out in your eyes, as 
4t the perfon beloved difcerns the 
• 4 afFection in the eyes of the 
44 lover. The oftentation of 
" fimplicity is like a dagger for 
<4 infidious defigns. Nothing is 
£t more odious than the friend- 
<e (hip of the wolf in the fable. 
41 Shun this above all things/* 
B. 11. c. 15. He alludes to the 
fable of the treaty between the 
fheep and the wolf, in which the 
fhecp gave up their dogs as 
hollages to the wolf upon his 
kind • profL-flions of friendfliip — • 
Refignation to the will of hea- 
ven, which is always full of 

wife 
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Chriftians(l), which he afcribes to mere obftinacy. Their 
conftancy he had experienced, having raifed the fifth general 

F f f 4 perfecu- 

(i) Medit. 1. 11: c. 3. p. 238. 



wife providence, is a favourite 
virtue, which he frequently in- 
culcates, as B. z. e. 3. B 3. c. 
11, »6. B, c. c. 8. B. 7. c. 45. 
Upon the fame fee Arrian, the 
Stoick, in his notes on Epi&etus 
JB. 2. c. 16. B. 7. c. 57. To 
•this AureHus joins contentednefs 

in every flation, of which Epic- 
tetus fays (Enchir m 15.) « Re- 

*« member you ought to behave 
** yourfelf in life as at an enter- 
49 tainment. Does any thing 
** come in courfe to you ? Stretch 
** out your hand, and take it 
n gracefully. Does it go by 
" you ? Do not ftop it. Is it 
" not come yet? Do not long 
after it : but wait till it come 
•« to you-" Epift. ib. — Anto- 
ninus lays down the do&rine of 
doing good to men from the 
moft iingle difinterefted view ; 
and enforces the divine fenti- 
ment of returning good for evil. 
B. 6. c. 47. B. 7. c. 22. B. 9. 
c. 3. — He teaches the neceffity of 
prayer to obtain all virtues (B. 9. 
c. 40.) which Arrian (B. z. c. 18) 
Epi&ctus and other Stoicks of- 
ten mention — He cautions men 
againft engaging thcmfclves in a 
fupcrfluity of exteriour employ- 
ments, efpccially about other 
perfons, as what fuch a one is 
doing, faying, thinking, or pro- 
jecting. " This attention to the 
" affairs of others,** fays he, 
'* makes a man wander from his 
" own bufinefs, the guarding of 
" his own foul. We ought to 
" exclude from the feries of our 
** thoughts whatever is fuper- 

" fluous and vain." B. 3. c. 4. 



— To converfe much with our- 
felves he calls the great means of 
attaining all virtues. 44 Look 
" inwards," fays he, *' within 
" is the fountain of good, which 
is ever fpringing up, if you 
" be always digging in it. 1 * 
B. 7. c. 59. — This author had 
the beft opportunity of trying all 
the happinefs that can a rife from 
external things, but found that 
the diflipating purfuits of fuch 
objects flupify the nobler powers, 
and that it is only by recollection 
that we find the dignity of our 
nature, and that the diviner 
powers of our fouls are difen- 
tangled, and exert themfelves in 
all the affections of focial and 
heavenly virtues, in which the 
mind has an inexpreffible delight. 
Hence he calls men home to> 
converfe much with themfelves, 
by reflection and felf-examina- 
tion. " Let nothing that befals 
" thee from without, diilracT 
" thy mind," fays he, •* and 
" take leifurc to thyfelf." B. 2. 
c. 7. — " Such as obferve not the 
" motions of their own fouls, or 
€l their affections, mutt neceffarily 
* c be unhappy. " ib. — " One 
** may be a mofl divine man, and 
" yet be unknown to all. Ke- 
" member this always ; and alio 
t( that the happinefs of life con 
** filts in very few things. You 
4t will find it in becoming free, 
" mode it, kind, focial and re- 
" iigued to God." II. 7 c. 67. 
f ie laments that many " trille 
" away their activity by weary - 

**" ing themfelves in life, without 
" having a fettled fcope or mark 

" to 
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perfccution of the church, and published frefh edicts, by which 
he commanded Chrifliaus to be punifhed with death, as is at- 

$ * ' 4 • *** ******* 
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to which they direct all their 
deft res and projects." B z. 
C. 7. He compares the en, ploys 
of i. oft men to the fin tiering of 
affrighted Hies, and the involun- 
tary agitations of ] uppcis by 
wires ; amidlt which he iays we 
jnuft perfift without ilorming at 
them. D. 7. c. 3. — lie will nave 
us be always earncil, remember- 
ing the fhortnefs of life. His 
maxims on this head are : tl Al- 
low to thyfelf the little time 
thou haft. " B. S. c. 44. — 
Yet a little, and the time to 
honour thyfelf ( by virtuous 
4t deeds) fhall be gone. Each 
man's life is flying away, and 
thine is almoll goi.c, before 
thou haft paid juft honour to 
thyfelf." B. 2. c. 6.—" Un- 
dertake each aclion as one 
aware he may next moment 
depart -out of life/' B. 2. c. 
11. — (i Regulate thy life, as 
waiting for the fignal to re- 
treat out of it without reluc- 
tance." B. 3. c. 5. — " Fate 
can never furprre fuch a life 
unfinished, as one fays of a 
tragedian who goes ofF before 
he ends his part." B. 3 c. 8. 
— Jt becomes a man of wif- 
dc-m neither to be i neon fide - 
rate, not impetuous, nor often- 
tatioufly contemptuous about 
44 death." B. 9. c. 3. — Thefe 
and many other luch precepts 
are inierlperfeJ throughout this 
work, and inculcated with fur- 
prifuig ftrength and life. This 
tcftimony from enemies is oi* 
great weight to confirm the fauc- 
nty of the Chrifti.m morality c 
for a cnii'e inu/l lie good, which 
ua gained when its veiy enemies 
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fit judges. Thefe great maxims, 

moreover, wonderfully fet on 
the fuperiour ' excellency of di- 
vine faith. For whereas the 
morality of the gofpel is through- 
out moil perfect, pure and holy, 
that of the greateit phjlofophers 
is in fome parts blind, falfe and 
defective, and too weak for the 
reformation of manners. Anto- 
ninus was in the dark as to the 
molt important of all points in 
morality, the end of man. If 
he believed that the foul does not 
pcrifli in death, and fpeaks fome- 
times like Plato of a future itate 
of rewards and puniihments, he 
in other places doubts whether 
its deftination is not to pafs by a 
metempfychofis or continual mi- 
gration from one being into an- 
other. To reform habitual of- 
fenders, he tells them that they 
acl in contradiction to their rea- 
son, and below the dignity of 
their nature. What force can 
fuch motives have upon depraved 
minds, which this fyftein makes 
accountable only to themfelves ? 
Confcicnce is little more than an 
empty name, if it does not bind 
men over to appear before a 
higher tribunal, or if moral du- 
ties are not enforced by Jlronger 
motives of divine love made ma- 
in fell by revelation. Hence the 
practical treaties of moil of the 
Heathen philfophcrs are rather 
vainglorious boalls, or high 
flights of eloquence, than fuit- 
able antidotes again ft the more 
dangerous vices. The perfua- 
fives and reproofs which they 
difplay are too feeble to hipport 
our courage under lirey trials, or 

conftantly to ilcin the impetuous 

tor- 
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tefted by St. Melito quoted by Eufebius (2). After his victory 
over the Quadi and Marcomanni in 174, he ordered peace to 

be 

(2) Euf. 1. 4. c. 26. Tillemont, T. 3. Ant. Pagi in Critica 
Baromiy Ruinart Prajf. in Ac~la Martyr. & Francilci Balduini Com- 
znentarius ad Editta veterum Principum Rom. de Chriftianis. 



torrent of the mod unruly paf- 
fions. Julius Lipfius lying on 
his deathbed, when fome ad- 
vifed him to make ufe of that 
Stoick philofophy of which he 
had been the great admirer, to 
comfort himfelf in thofe mo- 
ments of diilrefs, aniwered : " It 
*' is not philofophy, but faith 
" only that can now give me 
" ftrcngth." Neither can empty 
exclamations on the beauty of 

virtue, or the dignity of our na- 
ture, which are lb pompoufly fet 
forth by thefe Heathens, and re- 
peated by the noble author of 
the Characleriilicks, and other 
modern enemies to revelation 
reftrain all the fallies of human 
pafiions. This is the privilege 
of the law of holy faith. (Pf. 
cxviii. 9.). For, as experience 
fliews. the motives of the di- 
vine love and mercy, and thofe 
of eternal punifhrnents and re- 
wards, fubduethe moil rebellious, 
pierce to the bottom of the heart, 
and leave the dart deep fixed 
in the foul. The mixture of 
folly, weaknefs and blindnefs 
which is blended in the moral 
writings of Plato and other in- 
fidel writers, mews the incompe- 
tence of reafon alone in our cor- 
rupted Hate, without the afliftance 
of a hiperioui light. How much 
do the holy maxims of the gofpcl 
on vice and virtues excel in purity 
and perfection the moll admired 
and ftiblimc leflbns of philoso- 
phers found in Kpic".lctus, Marcus 
Aurclius, Dacier's preface on 



Plato, Carpenter's life of So- 
crates, Stanley's Lives of Phi- 
lofophers ? &c. How infinitely 
fuperiour are our divine principles 
of humility, reiignation, meek- 
pefs, charity ! &c. What is the 
boalled contented nefs of Epid'te- 
tus and Marcus Aurelius to the 
calm and entire refignation of 
St. Paul? 2 Cor.vi. io. zPhil.iv. 
1 1 , &c. Neverthclcfs, how great 
a reproach is it to flothful Chri- 
Hians, that their lives amidft the 
full light and moil powerful 
helps of faith, fall far Abort even 
of the morality of Heathens ! 
and that they are Grangers not 
only to the fpirit and precepts of 
that divine religion which they 
difgrace by profclling it, but even 
to thofe maxims of reafon itfelf 
which heathen philofophers have 
delivered ! How will Tyre and 
Sidon (Mat. xi. 21.) and the ifles 
ofCethim (Jer. xi. 10.) condemn 
them at the J all day ! 

Gataker and the authors of the 
life of M. Aurelius Antoninus, 
prefixed to the Glafgow edition 
of his Meditations, in 1752, ex- 
cufe his idolatry, and his mitta- 
ken principles in fometimes per- 
secuting the Chrilliausjin order to* 
canonize his memory. We ought 
rather, upon their own plea, to 
deplore the weaknefs of a virtue 
which is merely human, when 
we rind this emperour fometimes 
pel (editing the iervants of God, 
always (hutting his eyes to the 
divine light, and di /gracing Ids 
moral virtues with many inex- 
cusable 
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foe reftored to the Chriftians : but did not check the fury of the 
populace, or of particular governours\vho in feveraJ places often 

availed 



cufable crimes. His idolatrous 
fuperftition which reafon and his 
own avowed principles condemn- 
ed, degenerated into the utmoli 
folly and extravagance. He af- 
fembled priefts from all quarters, 
and multiplied facrifices ; he em- 
ployed every kind of Iuftmtion, 
and introduced foreign religious 
rites, before his time unknown 
to the Romans. His tears and 
intreaties to obtain of the fenate 
that his predeceiTbr Adrian, in- 
famous for many vices, fhould 
be enrolled among the gods, 
have been already mentioned. 
His vanity and impiety were yet 
more mOnftrous in caufing his 
wife Fauftina, wbofe publick de- 
baucheries were a fcandal and 
reproach to the empire, to be 
worfhipped as a goddefs after 
her death; in ere&ing a temple 
with filver Itatues to her, initi- 
tuting a community of girls 
called Fauftinianaj to attend it, 
and commanding all young mar- 
ried women in Rome to come 
with their hufbands, and offer 
facrifice to the goddefs Fauftina. 
When Lucius Verus, his moll 
vicious collegue, adoptive bro- 
ther and fon-in-Iaw died, he pre- 
vailed with the unwilling fenate 
to rank him alfo among the gods, 
though Dio was perfuaded he had 
procured his death by poifon : 
but this fomc attribute to Verus's 
wife Lucilla, the debauched 
daughter of M. Aurelius. His 
paflion for the Stoick philofophy 
was pedantick ; and his exceifive 
defire to be cflecmed good, mild 
and pious made him fall into a 
foftnefs of temper very incon- 

fiftcnt with ttue virtue. It fc«ms 



to ha^ e been with a view to 
pi cafe the fenate and people that 
he for a long time oppreffed the 
Chriftians, and when he had fuf- 
pended the perfecution, had not 
the courage effectually to protecl 
them His remi/Tnefs in chaflif- 
ing the faults of others, efpecially 
fenators, made him think, as 
Dio fays, that he ought not to 
inform hjmfelf of them. Whilft 
he fpun out fine difputations on 
the precepts of philofophy, and 
on the duties of governing an 
.empire, he fuffered the provinces 
to be plundered by their govern- 
ors for fear of appearing fevere 
in punifhing them* He put his 
fon Commodus in the hands of 
preceptors, who were men of 
abilities indeed, butof debauched 
morals, who by indulging hie 
paflions added fuel to his de- 
praved inclinations. When the 
fon was already ruined by their 
lenity and example, the father 
removed them, but the prince 
complaining of the fe verity of 
his new tutours, the emperour 
had the weaknefs to replace hi* 
former mailers, to put thefinifh- 
ing hand to his mill. Blinded 
by fondnefs he forgot how dan* 
gerous it ufually is for young 
perfons to find themfelvea their 
own mailers, when he raifed 
fuch a fon to the firit dignities of 
the empire at fifteen years of 
age. The emperour Scvcrus 
faid he ought rather to have put 
fuch a monfler to death than tq 
have left him m after of the em- 
pire. See Guion, H*/l. Romaine 
T. 5. p. 329. Til lemon t Hift. 

des Empereurs, T. 2. Far from 

depreciating the moral virtues of 
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ayailed themfelves of former laws made againft them. The 
Jiorrible maflacre of the martyrs at Lyons and "Vienne happened 
in the year 177. In the former of thefe cities Marcellus and 
Valerian withdrew themfelves from that tempeft by a feafonable 
flight, and preached the gofpel in the neighbouring provinces, 
and were crowned with martyrdom in 179. Marcellus was 
apprehended in the country near Challons, and after enduring 
many torments in that cjty, was buried alive up to the middle, 
in which pofture he died on the third day, which was the 4th 
of September. St. Valerian fell into the hands of the perfe- 
cutors near Tournus 5 a tpwn built on tjie Saone* between 
Macon and Challons. After fuffering the rack, and being torn 
with iron hooks, he was beheaded at Tournus on the 15th of 

Sep- 



this emperour, which juftly raife 
our admiration, we join his 
warmell panegyrifts in giving 
them due praile : yet muft not be 
to blind as to call them perfect, 
or to canonize his virtues. Some 
apo'ogize for his perfecuting the 
jChriftians upon the principles of 
Machiavel, by which Mr. Mel- 
moth, in his notes on Pliny's 
letters, attempts to excufe the 
like perfecution in Trajan, whofe 
ihconfiftent anfwer to Pliny he 
endeavours to vindicate againft 
Tertullian. His obfervation is 

1 * I 

clear from Livy, Valerius Maxi- 
mus and Tertullian, that it was 
an ancient law in the Roman 
ftatc to fuffer no new religious 
worfhip to be introduced, which 
was not authorized by the fenate. 
**ut his fecond remark that any 
idolatrous or other religion which 
is ertablilhcd by law, becomes a 
civil part of the conllitution, and 
that no alteration mull be allow- 
ed in it by the prince, left it 
fhould overturn the ftatc, is a 
maxim of Machiavel and Mr. 
Mel moth which can by no wans 
be admitted, unlefs it be granted 
that true religion, juftice and 
yirtue may be trampled under 
foot, and are neither the bafis 

of government, nor ends to be 



promoted by it. The grofs ido- 
latry which Marcus Aurelius a- 
betted, could only be meant by 
him as a popular farce of reli- 
gion; nor ought he ever to have 
been a ftranger to the innocence 
and fanctity of the Chriftian mo- 
rals. As the ap Oth eon's of his 
moll infamous relations is a fla- 
grant inftance of extravagant 
pride and impiety, fo were his 
remhTnefs in punifhing powerful 
delinquents, and his perfecution 
of the Chriftian s proofs of a fer- 
vile condefcenfion and human 
refpecl. Many aftions of hi* 
life, and fcveral paiTages in hi* 
fir ft book, ftrongly favour of that 
vanity which he condemns in his 
precepts. Whatever were his pri- 
vate fentiments at his death,which> 
were known to God alone, fuch 
a life i}l deferves the extravagant 
elogiums which are beftowed on 
him by modern advocates for na- 
tural religion, as the fecrct ene- 
mies of revelation affeft to ftyle 
themfelves. See Voltaire, Dia- 
logue nitre Marc dure It ct un Re- 
collet. T. 4. p. 382. in the new- 
edition of his works, publiflied 
in feventeen volumes, under the 
author's direction, by the Cra» 

rncrs at Geneva, in 1756, 1757 -, 
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September. The relicks of St. Marcellus are honourably kept 
in the great church which bears his name at ChaJJons, and 
belongs to a royal monaftery, which king Gon trail founded in 
his honour. A church was built at Tournus over the tomb of 
St. Valerian before the time of St. Gregory of Tours (3). SS. 
Marcellus and Valerian are honoured as the apofries of that 
country. The great abbey of St. Valerian at Tournus is the 
head of a monaftick Congregation to which it gives its name. 
It was a fmall monaftery when, in 875, Charles the Bald gave 
it to the monks of the ifle of Nermoutier, or Ner, or Hero, 
on the coaft of Poitou, who had been expelled by the Nor- 
mans. They carried with them the relicks of St. Filibert or 
Filbert, their founder. This abbey was rebuilt in 1018: from 
which time it took the name of St, Filbert. In the fixteenth 
age the Huguenots plundered this church, and burnt part of the 
relicks of St. Valerian ; but the principal portion efcaped their 
facrilegious fearch. The abbey of Tournus was converted into 
a college of fecular canons in 1627 ; only the dignity of abbot 
was retained with an extenfive juriidiclion and large revenue. It* 
was enjoyed in comtnendam by cardinal Fieury. The two holy 
martyrs, whom we honour on this day, made the whole tenour 
of their lives a preparation to martyrdom, becaufe they devoted 
it entirely to God by the conitant exercife of all virtues. To be 
able to fraud our ground in the time of trial, and to exercife 
the neceiTary a£ts of virtue in the article of death, we rnuft be 
thoroughly grounded in ftrong habits of all virtues : and we flialj. 
not otherwife exert them readily on fudden and difficult occasions. 
He whofe foul is well regulated, and in whofe heart virtue has 
taken deep root, finds its practice cafy, and as it were natural, 
in times of ficknefs, persecution, or other occafions. Nay, 
he makes every thing that occurs matter of its exercife, fubjccls 
to himfelf even obriaclcs, and converts them into occafions of 
exerting the moft noble and heroick virtues, fuch as rcfignatiou, 
patience, charity, and good-will toward thole who oppofe or 
perfecute him. 

(3) Pet. Fr. Chiffict, Mill, dc Tournus, and Abbe Pavilion, Biblio- 
thctjiue des Auteurs de Bourgognc. 1742. 

On the fame DAY 
The Tranflation of St. Cutiiher.t. Bode relates, in the life of 

St. Cuthbeit, that the faint charged his difciples before his death, 
that rather than ever fall under the yoke oi fchifmaticlcs or infidels, 
they would, when threatened with fuch a calamity, take with them 

hia 
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his mortal remains, and choofe fbme other dwelling (1). ]n 
the year 875, the province of Northumberland was fo cruelly in- 
felled by Danifh pirates, and Lindisfarne was fo much expofed to 
their continual ravages, that Sardulf",- the bilhop, Eadred the abbot, 
and the community of the monks, left that place, and carrying with, 
them that facred treafure, wandered to and fro for fcven years(2). In 
S3 2, they relied with it at Concefter, a fmall town a few miles from 
the Roman wall, where the bilhop^s fee continued 113 years, as 
Camden remarks. Both king Alfred and die Danifli leader granted, 
peace for a month to all perfon; that fled to the faint's fhrine, and 
Alfred g.ive to his church all the land that lies between the Tyne 
and the Teyfe, as Matthew of Weltminfcer, or whoever is the au- 
thor of that compilation called the Fibres of the Englifh hiflory, air- 
fares us. In 99;. in the frefh inroads of the Danes, bifhop Aldune 
retired with the faint's body to Rippon, and four months after to 
Durham, a place ilrong by its natural iituation, but not habitable, 
till the people of the country on this occafion cut down the wood, 
and raifed a fmall church and cells for the monks. The body of 
the faint remained without being tainted with the leaft corruption, as 
Hovoden, and all our other hillorians, prove it to have been found 
whenever it was vifited : and many miracles were wrought at his 
fhrine, accounts of which are found in the abovementioned hiftorians 
and others, efpccially in the Hiftory of the church of Durham, wrote 
in 11 00, not by Turgot, the prior, as Selden imagined, but by Si- 
meon, a monk of that houfc, as Mr. Bedford proves in his accurate 
edition of this work. The author relates how a little before his time 
bilhop William had, by the authority of the Conqueror, placed the 
monks of Weremouth and Jarrow in his cathedral at Durham. A 
yearly memorial of the tranllation of St. Cuthbert's body to Durham 
was kept on this day. — See his life, and Simeon of Durham, HijL 
Ecchfi<v Dunelmenfi y publiflied by Tho. Bedford, Londini, ^732. 
Hearne's Duftor Hiftoricus % on Lindisfarne, T. 2. p. 372. And the 
anonymous monk of Durham, in 1060, author of The Htjlory of the 
c l~ra?ifaftions and Miracle* of St. Cutbberl % in Mabillon fasc. Ben. 4. 
part 2. p. 275. 

St. Ida, widow. The father of this faint was a count, who lived 
in great favour with Charlemagne, cmperour and king of France, 
in whofe court fiie had her education. From her childhood Die 
learned to contemn the world in the midlt of its fplendour, to efrecm 
viriue and the divine grace as the only good, and to propofe to hcr- 
ielf no other objecl: in all her aclions and defires than to Walk always 
with God, and to iludy with her whole llrength to difcovcr and to 
accomplish his holy will. Whilll many others wearied thcmfclves 
and cxhaultcd their' vigour and llrength in the empty purfuit of va- 
nity and ambition, and fought fat is I action and pleafurc in the region 
of niifery and death, Ida trembled for herlelf leil lhe fhould ever fuf- 

rcr 

(0 Vit. 1. Cuthb. c. 39. (2) Wcllmonafl. ad cum annum. 

IVlahnefhur. I. 3. cle Pontif. Simeon Dunohn. ad cum aju, el fciju. 
ilarpiiield, ike, 7. c. 34. 
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fer herfelf to be impoled upon by fuch falfe appearances. As it is 
upon the affections and maxims of the foul, and the opinions which lhe 
conceives of things, that all depends, it was the faint's firfl care, by 
afliduous prayer, pious meditation and reading, to cultivate and daily 
improve thofe which religion and piety ihfpire ; and herein fhe was 
exceedingly ftrengthened by the example and converfation of the 
holy virgins Odilia and Gertrude, the daughters of Pepin. The 
emperour gave her in marriage to a favourite lord of his court, named 
Egbert, and bellowed on her a great fortune in eftates, not only ort 
account of her merit, but alio to recompenfe her father's fervices. 
The happy couple lived in the moll perfedl and holy union of hearts, 
and continually excited each other to greater fervour in the practice 
of all good works. The death of her hufband left her a widow 
whilft lhe was yet very young ; and this ftate lhe fanttified by re- 
doubling her devotions, felf-denials and aufterities. She conlidered 
the arduous taflc which every Chriftian has upon his hands, of puri- 
fying his heart from all that is fenfual and inordinate, and to put oil 
affections which are perfectly pure and holy, by which a foul is fit- 
ted and adorned that fhe may deferve to be aflbciated at death 
with the fpotlefs angels, and that lhe may bear the image of God, 
the infinite fource and model of meeknefs, patience and all other 
virtues. She elteemed it the true fruit of living to make life one 
uninterrupted feries of good actions, clofely linked to one another, 
and to this end lhe devoted her whole time, and all her thoughts and 
actions, thofe which lhe employed in her temporal affairs, and in 
the care of her family, being equally directed ."to the fame, and 
furnifhing each with frefh occafions of patience, meeknefs, be- 
neficence, felf-denial, charity, penance, or other heroick virtues*' 
The great revenues of her eftate lhe chiefly employed in relieving 
the poor, and felt no greater pleafure than in clothing and feeding 
Jefus Chrift in his members. She furpafled in the world the peni- 
tential practices of cloiflers. That lhe might prolong her prayers, 
and wait on God in the prefence of his altars with greater recollec- 
tion, and unobferved by men, lhe built herfelf a little retired cha- 
pel within a church which lhe had founded near her own feat in the 
diocefs of Munfter. Her exercifes of piety, and the heavenly favours 
lhe often received in prayer, were generally known only to God ; fa 
carefully did fhe conceal them as much as polTible from the eyes of 
men* The clofe of her penitential life was a long and painful fick- 
nefs, in which, far from ever letting fall the Ieaft word of complaint, 
lhe never mentioned her fufFcrings. Having Ihone as a bright light 
to the infant church of Germany, fhe palfed to eternal reft before 
the middle of the ninth century. — See her life wrote by Uffing, a 
monk of the tenth age ; and the remarks of F. Suyilcin, the Bol- 
Jandift, T. z. Sept. p. 255. 

St. Rosalia, V. She was daughter of Sinibald, lord of Rofes 
and Quifquina, who deduced his pedigree from the imperial family 
of Charlemagne. She was born at Palermo in Sicily, and defpifing 
in her youth worldly vanities, made herfelf an abode in a cave 

#n Mount Pclcgrino, throe miles from Palermo, where flic com- 
pleted 
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pieced the facrifice of her heart to God by auftere penance and ma- 
nual labour, fan&ified by afliduous prayer, and the conftant union 
of her foul with God. She died in 1 160. Her body was found in 
the year of the jubilee 1625, under pope Urban VIII. and to her 
patronage thatifland afcribes the ceafing of a grievous peftilence at 
the fame tim-e. — On her life and miracles lee the difquifitions of Stil- 
ting the Bollandift, which fill one hundred and forty pages. 




SEPTEMBER 5. 

St, Laurence Justinian, firft Patri- 
arch of Venice , C. 



From his orignal life written by bis nephew Bernard Juftinian^ in 
Bollandus Jan. VIII* and from his Italian life elegantly compiled 
by F. Majfei. See alfo Hefyot, Hift^ des ^ Ord. Relig. T. 2. 
p. 359 : and Opera S. Laurentii yuftinianiy Pro to- Patriarchs 
Venetiarunty fublijhed by F. Nicholas Antony yiiftiniani^ a Be-* 
nedifiine monk 7 at Venice y in two volumes 9 1756, 

A. D. 1455. 

ST. LAURENCE was born at Venice, in 1380. His 
father Bernardo Juftiniani (a) held an illuftrious rank among 
the prime nobility of the commonwealth : nor was the extraa- 
tkm of his mother Querini lefs noble. By the death of Ber- 
nardo 



{a) The nobility of Venice 
are of four clafles : the fir ft is of 
the electoral families, defcended 
from the twelve tribunes who 
elected the firft doge in 709, 
which, by a kind of miracle, all 
fubfift to this day. Thefe arc 
the Contarini, Morofini, Grade- 
nighi, Bad uari , Ticpoli, Miche- 
li, Sanudi, Mcmmi, Falicri, 
Dandoli, Polani and Barozssi. 
There are four other families ul~ 
mofl as ancient, who figncd with 
them the foundation of the great 
ghurch of Sc. George Major, in 



the year 800, Thefe are the Juf- 
tiniani, Cornari, Bragadini and 
Bcmbi. The fecond clafs confifts 
of thofe whofe names are found 
in the Golden Book or regifter of 
the nobility, drawn up by Gra- 
denigo II. when the ariitocracy 
was eftablifhed in 1289. The 
third clafs is of thofe who have 
bought their title of nobility fince 
that time for 100,000 ducats, of 
whom there are fourfcore fami- 
lies. The fuurth clafs is of fo- 
reign nobility, or fuch as have 

been aggregated to the fenatc of 

Venice, 
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nardo {he was left a difconfolate widow, with a nurfery of ten* 
der children : though very young, fhe thought it her duty to 
fanctify her foul by the great means and advantages which her 
ftate afForded for virtue, and refolutely rejected all thoughts of 
any more altering her condition. She looked upon herfeif 
as called by her very ftate to a penitential and retired life, and 
devoted herfeif altogether to the care of her children's educa- 
tion, to works of charity, falling, watching, afliduous prayer, 
-and the exercifes of all virtues. Under her infpection her chil- 
dren were brought up in the moft perfect maxims of 'Chriftian 
piety. Laurence difcovered, even from the cradle, an uncom- 
mon docility, and an extraordinary generofity of foul ; and dif- 
dalning to lofe any part of his time, Joved only ferious conver- 
sion and employs. His mother fearing fome fparfc of pride 
and ambition, chid him fometimes for aiming at things above 
his age. But he humbly anfwered, that it was his only defire, 
by the divine grace, to become a faint. Reflecting from his in- 
fancy that he was made by God only to ferve him, and to live 
eternally with him, he kept this end always in view, and go- 
verned all his thoughts and actions fo as to refer them to God 
and eternity. In the nineteenth year of his age he was called 
hy God to confecrate himfelf in a fpecial manner to his fe'rviee. 
He feemed one day to fee in a vifion the eternal wifdom in the 
difguife and habit of a damfel, fhining brighter than the fun, 
and to hear from her the following woids : ct Why feckeft thou 
<c reft to thy mind out of thyfelf, fometimes in this object:, and 
46 fometimes in that ? What thou defireft is to be found only 
cc with me : behold, it is in my hands. Seek it in me who am the 
cc wifdom of God. By taking me for thy fpoufe and thy por- 
4C tion, thou fhalt be poflefled of its ineflimablc trcafurc." That 
inltant he found his foul fo pierced with the charms, incompa- 
rable honour and advantages of this invitation of divine grace, 
that he felt himfelf inflamed with new ardour to give himiclf up 

entirely 



Venice, as the BcntivogH, Pico, 
&e. The Jufliniani are {aid by 
fome moderns to derive their pe- 
digree from the em per ours J u it in 
and Juftinian. It is related from 

better authority, that in the Con- 
ftantinopolitan war, in the twelfth 

century, all the princes of this 
houfe were cut off in battle, ex- 
cept one, who was a monk at 
Venice : but that at the carneit 
requelt of the republiclc, a difpen- 
fation was granted by the pope for 



him to marry. After he had taken 
a wife, and was father of a 
numerous progeny, he returned 
to his mon artery, and clofed hit 
life in the pi oieiiion of that ilntc. 
Since that time fevcral branches 
of this noble family are fettled at 
Genoa and koine, and in the 
ifles ol Chio and Corfica ; though 
there is fome difputc about 
pedigree of the i.imily citabliuY- 

at Genoa and Home. 
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Entirely to the fcarch of the holy knowledge and love of God (b). 
>A religious frate appeared to him that in which God pointed 
' but. to him the path in which he might moft fecurely attain to 
the great and arduous end which he propofed to himfelf. But 
before he determined himfelf, he made his application to God 
by humble prayer, and addrefled himfelf for advice to a holy 
knd learned pried called Marino Querini, who was his uncle 
jby the mother's fide, and a Reguldr Canori in the auftere Con- 
gregation of Sr. George in Alga, eftablifhed in a little ifle which, 
bears that na'me, lituate a mile from the. city of Venice, toward 
the continent (c). The prudent direcior,, underfhmding that 
he was rhofr inclined to a religious ftate, advifed him fir ft to 
make trial of his frrength, by inuring himfelf to the habi'ual 
practice of aulferities. Laurence readily obeyed, and in the 
night, leaving his foft bed, Jay on knotty ftides on the floor* 
During this deliberation, he one day reprefented to himfelf on 
one fide honours, riches and worldly pleafures, and on the 
other, the hardfhips of poverty, falling, watching and felf-de- 



Then faid to himfelf : " Haft thou courage, my foul, ta 
f* defpife thefe delights, and to undertake a life of uninterrupt- 
* 6 ed penance and mortification ? " After Handing feme time 

" Vol. III. Gz<r in 



r <r 



(£) The call of this faint to the 
oivine fervice may in fome mea- 
fure be compared with that of 
: "Henry Sufo., of the family of the' 
^counts of ivions, who became an 
'.eminent contemplative, was au- 
Jfhorof feveral pidiis tracts, and died 
in Dominican friar, in the odour 
. ,0f fanctity, att7Jm,,in 1365, ac- 
cording ro Fabricius (IMbtktheca 

liP- ^83). He was excited to lerve 
■ God with the utmoit fervour by 
hearing the fweec invitations with 
'■which Eternal vVifdom alluies a 
■ffoul to receive her ineilimable 
itreafure, read at table ( Wild. 
'« C. vi. 13/vii. viii.). Not able to 
; Contain himfelf, he buril aloud 
. into the following; exclamations : 
; " Oh ! f will fet myfelf with all 
!*' my power to procure this hap- 



(" py wildoiu. Jf I am poifeiled 
' " of it, I ai 



men. 



im the hanpielt of 
1 will deiire, L v/iJJ 



" feek, I will allc nothing elfe. 4 
" She herfclf invites me, Adkii 
all other thoughts and pur- 
" luits 1 will never ceafe pray- 
" ing and qonjuring this divine 
et Wiid om ? with all the ardour of 
" my foul, to vi lit me. For this 
" 1 will figh night and day." 
Thus he ai rived at that p^;fochon 
of Chrittian virtue whirh puts 

the foul in polfefhoh of die Divine; 

Wifdoih, or God hinrclf, and. 
his grace. See his life bySurius, 
-prefix d to the Latin edition of 

iiis works 

(<■) This Congregation, which 
became afterwaid very rich, be- 
ing fupprciled by Clement IX., 
during the war of the rcpublick 
againlt the 'Turks in Candia, the 
convent and chinch',' which oc- 
cupy the iihiiHl of St. (ieorge 
in Alga, are now' in the handjf 
of si community oi lefonncd Car- 
melite fi jars. 
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5n a paufe, he caft his eyes on a crucifix, and faid ; Thou, 
" O Lord, art my hope. In this tree are found comfort and 
* € frrength." The ardour of his refolution to walk in the nar- 
row path of the crofs^ ihev/ed itfelf in the extreme feverity with 
which he treated his body, and the continual application of his 
mind to the exercifes of religion. His mother and other friends,, 
fearing Jeir his exceilive mortifications mould prove prejudicial 
to his health, endeavoured to divert him from that courfe, and 
with this view contrived a propofal of an honourable match to 
be made him. The fdint perceiving in this frratagem that his 
friends had entered into a confpiracy to break his meafures, fled 
fecretly to the monaftery of St. George in AIga r and was ad- 
mitted to the religious habit. 

By the change of his irate he found no new auficrities which 
he had not before pra<£ii fed - y his fuperiours even judged it necef- 
fary to mitigate the rigours which he exercifed upon himfelf. 
He was only nineteen years of age, but fqrpafled in bis watch- 
ings and fafts all his religious brethren^ To make a general 
affault upon fenfuality, he never took any ufeleis recreation, 
fubdued his body by fevere difcipline, and never came near a 
fire in the fharpeft weather of winter, though his hands were 
often benumbed with cold ; he allowed to hunger onJy what the 
utmoft necefftty required, and never drank out of meals - 9 when 
affced to do it under excefiive beats- and wearine/s, he ufed to 
lay : " If we cannot bear this thirft, how mall we endure the 
fit firer of purgatory ? 7> From the fame heroick difpofkion pro- 
ceeded his invincible patience in every kind of ficknefs. During 
feis novitiate he was afflicted with dangerous fcrophulous fwel- 
lings in his neck. The phyficians prefcribed cupping, launcing, 
and fearing with fire. Before the operation, feeing others tremble 
for his fake, he courageouily faid to them : <c What do you 
4< fear ? Let the razors and burning irons be brought in* Can- 
not He grant me conftancy, who not only fupported, but 
even preferved from the flames, the three children in the fur* 
* c nacc?" Under the cutting and burning he never fo much as 
fetched a figh, and only once pronounced the holy name of 
Jefus. In his old age, iecing a furgeon tremble who was go- 
ing to make a ghaftly incifion in a great fore in his neck, he 
faid to him : ** Cut boldly ; your razor cannot exceed the burn- 
ing irons of the martyrs/' The faint frood the operation of 
this timorous furgeon without ltirring, and as if he had been a 
ftock that had no feelmg. At all publick devotions he was the 
firft in the church, and left it the laft : he icmained there from 



i?iattins, whilft others returned to their reft, till they came to 

prime at fun-rife. Humiliation* he always embraced with fin- 
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gular fatisfa6liori. The meaneft and rrioft loarhforrie offices^ 
and the molt tattered habit were His defire and delight. The 
fceck of any fuperioiir was to Him as an oracle ; even in private 
converfation h^e was always ready to yield to the judgment and 
will of others* and he fought every where the foweft place a$ 
hiuch as was poffible to he done without affectation. When 
he went about the ftreets begging alms with a wallet on his 
back, he often thru ft himfelf into the thickeft crowds, and into 
afTemblies of the nobility, that he might meet with derifion and 
contempt; Being one day put in mind, that by appearing load- 
id with his wallet In a certain publick place, he would expofe 
iimfelf to the ridicule of the company, he anfwered to his com- 
panion i " JLet us go boldly in queft of fcorm We have done 
?' nothing if we have renounced the world only in words. Let 
** us to-day triumph over it with qur facks and crofles." No- 
thing is of greater advantage toward gaining a compleat victory 
over ourfelves, and the fund of pride which is our ^reateft ob- 
ftacle to virtue, than .humiliations accepted and borne with 
cheerfulnefs arid fincere humility. To thofe whtqh providence 
daily fends us opportunities of, it is expedient to add fome that 
are voluntary, 'provided the choice be difcreet, arid accompa- 
hied with heroick difpofitions of foul; clear of : the leaft tincture 
of affectation or hypocrify. Our. faint frequently came to beg 
at the hdufe where he was born, -but only Itood in the ftreet be- 
fore the door, crying out i cc An alms for God's ^ake." His 
mother never failed to be exceedingly moved at hqaring hfi 
voice, and to order the fervants to £11 his wallet. ' But he .ne- 
ver took more than two loaves, a'nd walling peace to thofe v^hd 
had done him that .chkrlty, departed as if he had been fome 
itranger. The ftore-houfe in which were laid up the pro- 
vifions of the community fqr a year,' happening io be burnt 
down, St. JDaurence hearing a certain brother lament for the 
lgfs, faid cheerfully: u Why have wc embraced and vowed 



1€ poverty? God has granted us this blcfllng that \ve may feci 
* c it. 1 * Thus he difcovered his ardour for lurTeriHg the humili- 



ations, hardfliips and inconveniences of that irate, 1 for the ex- 
^ ercife and improvement of the heroick virtues of which they af- 
ford the occafions, a'nd in Which con fifts its chief advantages. 
When he firft renounced the world,' as often as he felt a violent 

inclination to juftify or excufe' himfelf f fo natural to the chil- 
dren of Adam, upon being unjuftty reprehended or injured) iii 
order to rep refs it, lie ufed to bite his tongue: and he' at length 
obtained a perfect maftery over himfelf in this Particular. 
Whtlft he was fuperiour, he was one day rafhly accufed hi 
chapter of having done iomcthing againft the rule. The faint! 

Ci g g 2 could 



836 St. Laurence Justinian, B.C. Sept. 5. 

could have eafily confuted the (lander, and given a fatisfactory 
account of his con duel: : but he rofe inftantly from his feat, and 
'walking gently, with his eyes caft down, into the middle of 
the chapter- room, there fell on bis knees, and begged pe- 
nance and pardon of the fathers. -The fight of his aftonifhing 
humility covered the accufer with fuch confufion and /hame, 
that he threw himfelf at the faint's feet, proclaimed him inno- 
cent, and loudly condemned himfelf. St. Laurence fo much 
dreaded the danger of worldly ditfipation breaking in upon his 
folitude, that from the day on which he fir ft entered the mo- 
jiaftery, to that of his death, he never fet foot in his father's 
houfe, only when with dry eyes he afliftcd his mother and bro- 
thers on their death-beds. Some months after his retreat from 
the world, a certain nobleman, who had been his intimate- 
friend, and then filled one of the firft dignities in the common- 
wealth, returning from the Eaft, and hearing of the ftate he 
had embraced, determined to ufe all his endeavours to change 
his purpofe. With this defign he went to St. George's with a 
band of muficians, and, on account of his dignity, got admit- 
tance : but the iflue of the interview proved quite contrary to 
his expectation. Upon the firft fight of the new foldier of 
Chrift he was .{truck by the modefty of his countenance, and 
the gravity and compofure of his perfon, and flood for fome 
time filent and aftoniflied* However, at length offering vio- 
lence to himfelf he fpoke, and both by the endearments of the 
moft tender friendfhip, and afterward by the fharpeft reproaches 
and invectives undertook to (hake the refolution of the young 
novice. Laurence fuffered him to vent his pafiion : then with 
a cheerful and mild countenance he difcourfed in fo feeling a 
manner on death and the vanity of the world, that the noble- 
man was difarmed, and fo penetrated with compunction, that 
cutting off all his worldly fchemes he refolved upon the fpot to 
embrace the holy rule which he came to violate : and the fer- 
vour with which he went through the novitiate, and pcrfevered 
to his death in this penitential i nfti tute, was a fubject of admi- 
ration and edification to the whole city. St, Laurence was 
promoted to the priefthood, and the fruit of the excellent fpirit 
of prayer and compunction with which he was endowed, was 
a" wonderful experimental knowledge of fpi ritual things, and of 
the paths of intcriour virtue, and a heavenly light and prudence 
in the direction of fouls. The tears which he abundantly filed 
at his devotions, efpccially whilft he offered the adorable facri- 
ficc of the mafs, ftrongly affected all the affi (hints, and awaked 
their faith : and the raptures with which he was favoured in 

prayer, were wonderful, efpccially in faying mafs one Chrift- 

mafs 
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mas night. Much again ft his indination he was chofen gene- ' 
ral of his Order, which he governed with fingular prudence, 
and extraordinary reputation for fanclity. He reformed its dif- 
cipJine in fuch a manner as to be afterward regarded as its- 
founder. Even in private converfation he ufed to give pathetick * 
Je/Tons of virtue, and that fometimes in one fhort fentence : and 
,fuch was the unction with which he fpoke on fpiritual matters 
in private difcourfes, as to melt the hearts of thofe who heard 
him. By his inflamed entertainments he awaked the tepid, 
filled the prefumptuous with faving fear, raifed the pufillani- 
mous to confidence, and quickened the fervour of all. It was 
his ufual faying, that a religious man ought to tremble at the 
very name of the leaf! tranfgrefliom He would receive very 
few into his Order, and thefe thoroughly tried, faying, that a 
itate of fuch perfection and obligations is only for few, and its 
eifential fpirit and fervour are fcarce to.be maintained in multi- 
tudes : yet in thefe conditions, not in the number of a religious 
community, its advantages and glory confift. It is not therefore 
to be wondered at that he was very attentive and rigorous in exa- 
mining and trying the vocation of poftulants. The moft lincere 
and profound humility was the flrfr. thing in which he laboured 
,to ground his religious difciples, teaching them that it not only 
purges the foul of all lurking pride, but alfo that this alone in- 
spires her with true courage and refolution, by teaching her to 
place her entire confidence in God alone, the only fource of her 
ftrength. Whence he compared this virtue to a river which is 
low and ftill in fummer, but loud and high in winter. So, 
faid he, humility is filent in profperity, never elated or fvvellcd 
by it; but it is high, magnanirrious, and full of joy and invin- 
cible courage under advcrficy. He ufed to fay, that there is 
nothing in which men more frequently deceive themfelves than 
humility, that few comprehend what it is, and they only truly 
poflefs it who by ftrenuous endeavours, and an experimental 
fpirit of prayer, have received this virtue by infufion from God. 
That humility which is acquired by repeated acls is neccflury 
and preparatory to the other ; but this firft is always blind and 
imperfect. In fufcd humility enlightens the foul in all her views, 
and makes her clearly fee and feel her own miferies and bale- 
nc/s : it gives her per feci Jy that true fcience which confifls in 
knowing that God alone is the Great All, and that we are No- 
thing. The faint never ceafed to preach to the magiUuilcs and 
k'jjatois in times of war and all publjck calamities, that, to ob- 
tain the divine mercy, and the remedy of all the evils with 
which they were afflicted, they ought, in the firft place, to be- 
come pcrfeclJy fcnfibJc that they were nothing; for without this 

Ci g g 3 tlifpo- 
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difpofition of heart they could never hope for the divine aflift- 
ance. His confidence in God's infinite goodnefs and power ac- 
cordingly kept pace with his humility and entire diftruft in 
Jlimfelf, and afliduous prayer was his conftant fupporr. 'From 
the time he was made prieft he never failed faying rnafe every 
day, unlefs he was hindered by ficlcnefs; and he ufed to fay, 
that it is a fign of little love if a perfon does not earn eft ly en- 
deavour to be united to his Saviour as often as he can. It was 
a maxim which he frequently repeated, that for a perfon to pre- 
tend to live chafte amidft foftnefs, eafe and continual gratifica- 
tions of fenfe, is as if a man fhould undertake to quench fire by 
throwing fewel upon it. He often put the rich in mind, that 
they could not be faved but by abundant almfdeeds. His dif- 
courfes confifted more of affective amorous fentiments than 

* • • * * * 

of fludied thoughts ; which fufficiently appears from hk 
Works (d). 

Pope Eugenius IV. being perfectly acquainted with the emi- 
nent virtue of our faint, obliged him to quit his cloifter, and 
nominated him to the epifcppal fee of Venice, in 1433. 
The holy man employed all manner of intreaties and artifices 
to prevent his elevation, and engaged his whole Order to write 
in the fame ftrain, in the moft preiling manner, to his Holi- 
nefs : but to no effect. When he could no longer oppofe the 
repeated orders of the. pope, he acquiefced with many tears : 
bu.t fuch was his averfion to porrip and fhow, that he took pof- 
feflion of his church fo privately that his own friends knew no- 
thing of the matter till the ceremony was over. The faint; 
piaffed that whole night in the church at the foot of the altar, 

{louring forth his foul before God with many tears ; and hd 
pent in the fame manner the night which preceded his confe- 
eration. He was a prelate, fays Dr. Cave (1) admirable for 
friis fincere piety towards God, the ardour of his zeal for the 
divine honour, and the excefs of his chanty to the poor. In 
this dignity he remitted nothing of the aufterities which he had 
praftifed in the cloifter, and from his afliduity in holy prayer 
Jic drew a heavenly light, an invincible courage and indefatigable 
vigour which directed and animated him in his whole conduct, 

and 

(1) Ilift. Literar. T. 2. Ar>p. p. 133. 

There canfifl of fcrmons, and divine love. His Works were 

letters, and fourteen ftiorr. tre'd- printed at Bafil in 1560, at Ly* 

tifes of J^iety, full of'unclioA. 6hs in 1368, at Venice in 1606, 

In them he (peaks in a feeling knd moft completely at the fame 

manner on humility, felf denial, place in 1756. 
ton tempt of the world, folitudc 
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and with which he pacified the moft violent publick diflentions 
in the ftate, and governed a great diocefs in the moft difficult 
times, and the moft intricate affairs, with as much eafe as if it 
had been a fingle well regulated convent. Though he was b:~ 
fhop of fo diftinguifhed a fee, in the ordering of his boufhoJd 
he confulted only piety and humility ; and when others told him 
that he owed fome degree of ftate to his illuftrious birch, to the 
dignity of his church, and to the commonwealth, his anfwer 
• was, that virtue ought to be the only ornament of the epifcopaf 
character, and that all the poor of the diocefs compofed the bi* 
ihop's family. His houfehold confuted only of five perfons 3 
he had no plate, making ufe only of earthen ware ; he lay on 3 
fcanty ftraw bed covered with a coarfe rag, and wore no clothes 
but his ordinary purple callbck. His example, his feverity to 
himfelf, and the affability and mildnefs with which he treated 
all others, won every one's heart, and effected with eafe the 
moft difficult reformations which he introduced both among 
the Jaity and clergy. The flock loved and refpecled too much 
fo holy and tender a parent and paftor not to receive all his or-' 
dinances with docility and the utmoft deference. When any 
private perfons thwarted or oppofed his pious defigns, he tri- 
umphed over their obftinacy by meeknefs and patience. A 
certain powerful man who was exafperated at a mandate the 
sealous bifhop had publifhed % againft ftage entertainments, 
called him a fcrupulous old monk, and endeavoured to ftir up 
the populace againft him. Another time, an abandoned wretch 
<reproached hirh in the publick ftreets as an hypocrite. The 
faint heard them without changing his countenance or altering 
his pace. He was no lefs unmoved amidffc commendations and 
applaufe. No fadnefs or inordinate pa/Hons feemed ever to 
fpread their clouds in his foul, and all his actions demonftrated 
a conftant peace and ferenity of mind which no words can ex- 
prefs. By the very firft vifitation which he made, the face of 
his whole diocefs was changed. He founded fifteen religious 
houfes, and a great number of churches, and reformed thofe 
of all his diocefs, efpecially with regard to the moft devout 
manner of performing the divine office, and the adminiftration 
of the facraments. Such was the good order and devotion that 
he cftablifhcd in his cathedral, that it was a model to ail Chris- 
tendom. The number of canons that ferved it being too fin all, 
St. Laurence founded fevcral new canonries in it, and al/b in 
many other churches; and he incrcafed the number of pari flics 
in the city of Venice from twenty to thirty, it is incredible 
what crowds every day rcfortcd to the holy hi (hop's palace for 
advice, comfort or alms : his gate, pantry and coffers were ai~ 

G g g 4 way?; 
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ways open to the poor. He gave alms more willingly in bread 
and clothes, than in money, which might be ill fpent : when 
he gave money, it was always in fmall Turns. He employed 
pious matrons to Jinci out and relieve the bafhful poor, or per- 
sons of family in decayed circumftances. Irj the diflribucion 
of his charities he bad no regard to Bcih and blood. When 4 
poor man came to him recommended by his brother Leonard, 
}ie faid to him : " Go to him who lent you, and tell him from 
f< mc, that he is able to relieve you himfelf/' No man ever 
had a greater contempt of money than our faint. He commit- 
ted the cate of his temporals to a faithful fteward, . and ufed to 
fay, 1 hat it is an unworthy thing for a pallor of fouls to fpend 
much of his precious time in cafting up farthings. 

The. popes held St. Laurence in great veneration. Eugenius 
JV. having ordered our holy bifhop to give him the meeting 
once at Bologna, fainted him in theie words : ^ Welcome, 
«' the ornament of biihops." His fucccflbur Nicholas V. ear- 
ijeftly (ought an opportunity of giving him fome lingular token 
of his pauicular eiteem, when Dominick Michelli, patriarch 
of Gradoj happened to die in J 451 (e). His Holinefs, barely 

in 



(e) In the Order of the eccle- 
fiailical hierarchy are diitinguifh- 
ed patriarchs, primates, atchbi- 
thops and bifliops. Archbifhops 
pr Metropolians, whatever fome 
rnay fay to the contrary, were 
cftablifhed by the apoftles to di- 
rect all publick and corn mon af- 
fairs of the fcveral churches of 
jarge provinces. Thus, St. Ti- 
tus had the fuperintendency of 
all the churches in Crete, as Eu- 
febius (Hill. 1. 3. c. 4 ) and Sc. 
OhryfoHom (Horn. 1. in Tit.) 
obferve ; and the latter take* no- 
tice, that St. Paul entiufted St. 
Timothy with the care of fuper- 
intending all die churches of A Cm 
Minor (Nee S.Cbryfo;! Horn, 1^. 
in i Tim.). Metropolitans an- 
ciently cxeiciled, elpecially in 
jfoiue places, a vei y e;%tenfi ve ju- 
rillliiM ion over their fu JFra trans, 
hut this is Jong ft nee much limit- 
ed by the canons. They have 

an immediate' jurifdiction over 



their fufFragans in fome few 
points; but the greater caufes of 
bifhops are only to be difcuffed 
in provincial fynods, or by the 
pope. Nor have archbiihops any 
jurifdiflion over the fubjecls of 
their fuffragans (whofe caufes, 
nevcrthelefs, are judged by their 
courts, when carried to them by 
regular appeals) nor can arch- 
bifhops perform the vifitation of 
the dioce/fes of their fuffiagans, 
unlcfs the caufe be firlt known 
and proved in a provincial fynod* 
(Scfc Cone. Trid. Self 24. c. 3. 
de Reform.) — The juiildiclion of 
Primates is much limited by ca- 
nons and particular ufages ; it is 
extended over feveral metropoli- 
tans. Many primates are only 
titular. In France the archbi- 
ihops of Aries* J?ourd«aux, Bour- 
ges, Sens, Rhehns and Rouen 
take the title of primates, be- 
caufe fome of their predeceffors 

enjoyed that prerogative : but 

only 
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in confideration of the faint, transferred the patriarchal dignity 
to the fee of Venice. The fenate, always jealous of its prero- 
gatives and liberty above all other ftates in the world, formed 
great difficulties left fuch an authority fhould in any cafes tref- 
pafs upon their jurifdiclion. Whilft this affair was debated in 
the fenatc-houfe, St. Laurence repaired thither, and being ad- 
mitted, humbly declared his fin cere and earneft defire of rather 
refigning a charge for which he was moft unfit, and which he 
had borne againff. his will eighteen years, than to feel his bur- 
den increafed by this additional dignity. His humility and cha- 
rity fo itrongly affected the whole fen ate, that the doge himfelf 
was not able to refrain from tears, and criecl out to the fainty 
conjuring him not to entertain fuch a thought, or to raife any 
obftacle to the pope's decree, which was expedient to the 
church, and moft honourable to their country, in this he was 
feconded by the whole houfe, and the ceremony of the inftalla- 

tion, 



1 

1 



only the archbifhop of Lyops 
exercifes the jurifdiclon of pri . 
mate in all France. — The jurif- 
diftion of all patriarchs is not 
the fame : to them is referved in 
moil places the confirmation of 
new bifhops, with feveral other 
fuch points. The great patri- 
archs in the Eaft arc the bifhops 
of Conitantinople j and of the 
apoftolical fees of Alexandria, 
Antioch and Jerufalcin. There 
is alio a patriarch of Ethiopia, 
that is, AbylTinia. The bifhop 
of Rome is not only, by divine 
right, head of the whole church, 
but is alfo in particular patri- 
arch of the Weft. See Marca 

(De Concordia Sficerd. et Imperii, 

I. I. c. 3. &c ) Morinus (!. 1. 
Exerc. 1.) Thomaflin (De Benefic. 
c. 3, 7.8 ) Leo Allatius (De Con- 
cord, U hi it (que Eccl. 1. I. c. 2^.) 
Certain leller patriarchs have 
been eflablifhed in the Well; 
fonve barely titular. The arch- 
bifhop of Lifbon is patriarch of 

the Portuguese Indies. During 
t|ie ichiim in lilria, in the fixth 
century, the patriarchate of 
Acjuileia was fet up. See liaro- 
ni:js, (ad ami. 570. n. 10. 8c 630. 
n. 18.) Marca (De Primat. n. zo, 



21.) Ughelli (Italia Sacra). The 
great city of Aquileia, which 
had been fometimes honoured 
with the refidence of Auguftus, 
and other emperours,havingbeen 
defiroyed by Attila, the) inhabi- 
tants, with their patriarch, fome 
time after retir/d to Grado, an 
ifland, pear the continent, where 
they built a town, which was af- 
terward embcllifhed by the Gra- 
denigos. Aquileia being rebuilt 
after the incurfions of the Lom- 
bards (though it remains to this 
day in the lovvefl condition) the 
patriarch returned to that city. 
The church of Grado continued 
to choofe its own patriarchs till 
that dignity was transferred to 
Venice. When the city of A- 
quileia fell under the dominion 
of the houfe of Auftria, the pa- 
triarch, who was a Venetian, 
chofe to refide at Udina, a town 
fubjecr. to that republiclc. This 
patriarchate of Aquileia was fup- 
prefled in 17^1, by the prcfent 
pope Henedicl XiV. and in Head 
thereof two archhilhopriclcs are? 
crcitcd, that of Goricia for the 
churches in the Auftrian domi- 
nions, and that of Udina for 
thofe in the Venetian territories- 



* 



St. Laurence Justinian, B. C. Sept. 5: 

tion of the new patriarch was celebrated with great joy by the 
whole city. St. Laurence, after this new exaJtacion, confidered 
himfelf as bound by a new tic to exert his utmoft ftrength in 
labouring for the advancement of the divine honour, and the 
iancjificati on of all the fouls committed to his care. Nor did it 
perhaps eyer appear more fenfibJe than in this zealous prelate, 
how much good a faint, when placed in fuch a ftation, is, with 
the bleiling of heaven, capable of doing 5 nor how much time 
a perfon is able to find for himfelf and the fervice of his neigh- 
bour, who hufbands all his moments to the heft advantage, and 
is never taken up with any inordinate care of his body, or gra- 
tification of felf-love. St. Laurence never on his own account 
made any one wait to fpeak to him, but immediately interrupt- 
ed his writing, ftudies or prayers, to give admittance toothers* 
whether rich or poor ; and received all perfons that addre/fed 
chemfelves to him with fo much fweetnefs and charity, com- 
forted and exhorted them in fo heavenly a manner, and ap- 
peared in his converfation fo perfectly exempt from all inordi- 
nate paflions, that he fcarce feemed clothed with human flefh 
infected with the corruption of our firft parent. Every one 
looked upon him as if he had been an angel living on earth* 
His advice was always fatisfactory and healing to the various 
diftempers of the human mind ; and fuch was the univerfal opi- 
nion of his virtue, prudence, penetration and judgment, that 
caufes decided by him were never admitted to a fecond hearing 
at Rome, but in all appeals his fentence was forthwith Con- 
firmed. Grounded in the moft fmcere and perfect contempt of 
himfelf, he teemed infenfible and dead to the flattering tempta- 
tion of human applaufe ; which appeared to have no other ef- 
fect upon him than to make him more profoundly to humble 
himfelf in his own foul, and before both God and men. His 
good works he ftudied as much as pofiibJc to hide from the eyes 
of others. When he was not able to refrain his tears which 
proceeded from the tendernefe and vehemence of the divine 
lovc 9 and from the wonderful fpirit of compunction with which 
he was endowed, he ufed to accufe himfelf of weaknc fs and 
(too tender and companionate a difpoiition of mind. But thefc 
he freely indulged at his private devotions, and by them he pu- 
rified his affections more and more from earthly things, ancj 
moved the divine mercy to mower down the grcateft bleflings 
on others. The republick was at that time ihaken with violent 
jftorms, and threatened with great dangers (J'), An holy her- 

(f) Among other enemies, ral enteprifes ngainft Genoa, ancj 
Philip Vifconti, duke of Milan, other neighbouring Antes, niedi- 

flufhecl with the fuccefs of fevc- tatcd the ruin of tnc Venetians : 
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piit who had. ferved God with great fervour above thirty years 
in the ifle of Corfu, allured a Venetian nobleman, as if it were 
from a divine revelation, that the city and republick of Venice 
bad been preferved by the prayers of the good bifhop. The 
faint's nephew, who has accurately wrote his life in art elegant 
and pure ftyle, mentions feveral miracles wrought by hirh, and 
certain prophecies, of which he was himfelf witnefs. It ap- 
peared in many inftances how perfectly the faint was mortified 
in his fenfes. A fervant presenting him vinegar one day at table 
In dead of wine and water, he drank it without faying a word. 
Out of love for holy poverty, in order to difengage his heart 
from the things of this world, he never had any books bound* 
but only fewed. 

St. Laurence was feyenty four years old when he wrote his 
laft work, entitled. The Degrees of Perfection : he had juft ri- 
mmed it when he was feized with a lharp fever. In his illncfs 
his fervants prepared a faed for him; at which the true imitator 
of Chrift was troubled, and faid : " Are you laying a feather- 
cc bed for me ? No : that fhall not be. My Lord was ftretched 
« c on a hard and painful tree. Do not you remember that St. 
« Martin faid in his agony, that a Chriftian ought to die on 
« fackcloth and afhes ? " Nor could he be contented till he 
was laid on his ftraw. He forbad his friends to weep for him, 
and often cried out in raptures of joy: " Behold the fpoufez 
" let us go forth and meet him." He added, with his eyes 
?« lifted up to heaven : " Good Jefus, behold I come." At 
other times weighing the divine judgments, he exprefled fenti- 
itients of holy fear. One faying to him that he might go joy- 
fully to his crown, he was much difturbed, and faid : ** The 
<c crown is for valiant foldiers; not for bafe cowards, fuch as 
* l I am." So great was his poverty, that he had no temporal 
goods to difpofe of, and he made his tcftament only to exhort 
in it all men to virtue, and to order that his body Ihould be 
buried without pomp, as a private religious mau would be, in 



but his general Charles Malatcfla 
was defeated by them in 1429. 
He continued the war feveral 
years, but without fuccefs. lie 
died in 1447, and in him ended 
the family of Vifconti, winch had 
enjoyed the fovereignty of Mi- 
Jan flncc Eliprand had received 
the i nveft it 11 re with the title of 
Vifcount from Charles the Fat, 
in 881. JL'hilip left his domi- 



nions to his general Francis 
Sforza, who had mariied his na- 
tural daughter Blanche, whom 
the father had legitimated. Fran- 
cis Sforza was an enemy to the 
Venetians, and he and his po~ 
llerity maintained themfelves in 
the pofTelfion of the dutchy of 
Milan, till, in 1535* it was an- 
nexed, by Charles V. to the do- 
minions of the houfc of AuJ.h i*., 



344 .' St, B E R T I N, A. Sept. 5. 

his convent of St. George ; though this claufe was fet afide by 
the fenate after his death. During the two days that he fur- 
vived after receiving extreme-un£lion, the whole city came in 
turns, according to th. >r different ranks, to receive his bl effing. 
The faint would have ev the beggars admitted, and gave to 
each clafs fome fhort p<\zhctick inftruStion. Seeing one Mar- 
cellus, a very pious young nobleman, who was his favourite 
difciple, weep moll: bitterly, he comforted him, giving him the 
following afTurance : " I go before; but you will ihortly follow 
* fc me. Next Eafter wc fhal! again meet in mutual embraces/' 
Marcellus fell fick in the beginning of j^ent, and was buncd in 
JEafter week. St. Laurence clofmg his eyes calmly expired on 
the eighth of January, in the y ear 1455, being feventy four 
years old, having been honoured with the epifcopal dignity 
twenty two yean*, and four with that or patriarch. During the 
conteftation about the place of his burial, his body was pre- 
fcrved entire, without the leaft ill favour or iign of corruption, 
fixty -feven days, and interred, according to a decree of the fe- 
nate, on the feventeenth of March. The ceremony of his bea- 
tification was performed by Clement VI L in 1524, and that of 
his canonization by Alexander VllL in 1690. His feftival is 
kept on the fifth of September, the day on which he was con- 
fecrated bifhop. With or. Laurence Juftinian we mull firfr. la- 
bour ftrenuoufly in fanctifying our own fouls before we can 
hope to preach to others with much fruit. Only he can infpire 
into others 'he perfect fentiments of ChrifKan virtue, and in- 
Rru£t others well in the great practical truths of religion, who 
has learned them by experience, and whofe heart is penetrated 
with them. The pu floral obligation is of great extent: it is 
not confined to thofe who are charged with the miniftry of the 
word, and the difhibution of the faaaments: it regards not 
only paflors of fouls : every king is, in fome meafurc, a paftor 
to his whole kino Join j and every parent and maftcr to thofe 
that are under their care. He will be accountable to God for 
the lofs of their fouls, who is nor, in a qualified fenfe, an a- 
poftJe or paftor to all that are under his charge. 

On the fame DAY 

St. Bk rtin, Abbot. This illuflrious faint, and excellent model 
of monaftick perfection, war, nobly born in the territory of Con- 
fiance in Switzerland. He learned fiom his infancy to love and 
elteem only virtue, and to contemn the world, and whatever did not 
directly tend to unite his heart more perfectly to God. Excited by 
the example 0/ his kinfman St. Omer, who embraced the monaflicL: 
itate in the great abbey of Luxcu in Burgundy, he and two indivi- 
dual 
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dual companions named Mommolin and Ebertran, confecrated 
themfclves to God in the fa : e houfe. fiertin was then very young* 
but he diflinguifhed himfelf in the fervent exercife of all virtue* 
among five hundred religious brethren, under the direction of th© 
holy abbot Walbert who governed that monaftery with great repu- 
tation after the deatli of St. Euitachius the immediate fucccflbur 
St. Columban. This abbey had been eftablifhed by its holy founded 
an excellent feminary of facred literature, and foon became i& 
famous as to furnilh many countries with learned and zealous pre- 
lates. St. Omcr, St. Mommolin and ,^t. Bertin did honour to this 
fchool by theprogrefs which tliey made in their ftudies ; for they all 
became very learned in ecclefiailical difcipline, and in the holy 
fenptures (i). Their fludies were farittiried by an eminent fpitit of 
mortification and prayer, and by being referred to the fame end to 
which thefe holy men directed all their actions. St. Omcr being; 
made bifhop of Tarvanne, the ancient metropolis of the jVIorini, ia 
Artois, laboured with wonderful fuccefs in cultivating a vineyard 
which had long Iain wild. The abbot of Luxeu underftanding how 
much he flood in need of affiltants endowed with the fpirit of 
apoftles, fent to him in 639 St. Bertin, St. Mommolin and Eber- 
tran. The country of the Morini had formerly received the feed of 
divine faith, but only fuperficially and imperfectly, and had then 
for almoft a whole century been as it were an abandoned field. 
Incredible were the fatigues, perfecutions and fufferings of thefe 
holy men in rooting out vice and idolatry, and in civilizing a peo- 
ple who were at that time in a great meafure barbarians. Power- 
iul in words and works they reaped by the divine bleffing a mod 
abundant harvelL A certain rich lord of that country named Adro- 
aid, in gratitude to God for the grace of his converfion, gave to St* 
Omer an cltate called Sithiu, which was a place proper for retire- 
ment. The bifhop built upon it a monaltery which by his care be- 
came a flouriming leminary of learning and virtue. St. Omer much 
defired to contfitute St. Bertin the firlt abbot: but our faint's vehe- 
ment oppofition prevailed fo that St. Mommolin was firlt preferred 
to that charge, and St. Bertin only fuccceded him in 659, when 
upon the death of St. liligius, in 659, Mommolin was chofen bifhop 
of Noyon and Tournay. Under the government of our faint the 
reputation of the monallery of Sithiu (fb il dedicated in honour of 
St. Peter, but now from him culled Sr. Uertin's) feemed to equal, 
if not to furpafs that of Luxeu. Rigorous abflinencc and falling was 
one of the lirit articles of the difcipline ellablifhed in this houfe: 
the fubfillence of a hundred and fifty monies who were here allein- 
bled, confiHed chiefly of root*, herbs, bread and water. Their 
prayer was almofl continual ; and they were taught to (anclify by it 
all their exteriour employments ; the iinging oi the divine praifes 
was never interrupted in their choir either day or night, thu monks 
therein fucceeding each other in difleivnt companies ; the moil pain- 
ful labour never excufed any from this duty, or 2 10111 any part of their 
nocturnal watching:,. The number of monks incicafmg, St. Benin 

obtained 

(1) Mabill. Attn Ben, T. 2. p. S 6 Z . n. 7, fc\ 
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obtained of St. Omer the church of our Lady, which the bJfhop had 
built at a little diltance from' the firft monafiery : and the colony of 
forty monks which were placed s there, founded a 1 fecond abbey 
tailed New Sithiu. When the biftioprick was creeled at Omer,' 
this church dedicated to our Lady was made the cathedral, and the 
abbey annexed to it was converted into a college of fecular canons. 
St. Bertin had the comfort to fee his monaftery flourifh with illustrious 
examples of penzirice and moriartick regularity, rivalling thofe 
which had formerly edified the world in the deferts of Egypt. 
Many noblemen renounced the world, to pafs their life under his 
direction in the fervent exercifes of holy contemplation and penance; 
Whatever donations Were made to the monaftery , they were onty 
received by Bertin as the patrimony of the poor, to whole relief he 
faithfully applied the greatcft part of the revenue of his houfe, 
very little fufHcing for the abltemious manitenance of the monks. 
A certain rich lord called Hermam, having given hirri his eftate of 
Warmhoult, the faint erecled in it another monaftery, the church 
of which he caufed to be dedicated under the patronage of St. 
Martin, and St. Winoe Was appointed by him the full abbot. St.* 
Bertin finding himfelf finking under the weight of decrepite old 
age, refigned his dignity in favour of a beloved difciple whofe name 
was Rigobert, that he might have the advantage and pleafure of 
doling his life in the humble itate of obedience and dependence. 
.From that time he fhut himfelf up in a litttle hermitage dedicated to 
the Blefied Virgin, near the cemetery of his monks, in which place 
he panned the nights and days in almoft perpetual prayer, obferving 
all the exercifes of regular difcipline with the fidelity and humility* 
of the molt fervent novice. He died on the qih of September, ir» 
709, being ninety -fix years old, and was buried in St. Martin's 
church, which now bears his name. His relicks are expofed in a 
filver fhrine enriched with gold and precious ltdnes. This famous 
monaftery was much enriched by Walbert, count of Ponthieu, and 
lord of Arquesj who taking the religious hab.it in this houfe about 
the year 700, bellowed on it a conliderable part of his eftate, and 
died abbot of another houfe. St. Bertin is' named on this day in 
the Roman martyrology. — See in Ivlabillon ( Act. Ben. T. 3, p. iqj): 
two lives of St. Bertin, the firft fliort, the other longer, b6th 
written by Folcard, a monk of St. BertiVs, who being invited 
into England by the Conqueror, was made abbot of Thorney in 
Cambndgefhire. See ulfo other fhorc lives of this faint in the Bol- 
landiils T. 41, or 2d of September, p. 549. with their curious notes/ 
and thofe of Mabillon, by which the chronology of Duchefne and 
IWirams is to be corrected. 

St. Alto, Abbot. This faint was a Scotifh holy monk, who 
travelling into Germany, was famous for many miracles, and founded, 
by the liberality of king Pepin, the abbey of Altmunftcr in Bavaria; 
about the middle of the eighth century. In the midft of a barba- 
rous nation, at that time over-run with ignorance, vice and fupcr 1 - 
itition, the extraordinary humility and devotion of this faint infufed 

into many the perfect maxims and fpirit of holy religion, and his" 
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tingle life was a feniible dempn/lration of the power of divine 
orace in raifing veflels of weaknpfs and corruption to the molt 
jublinie ftrfte of fanclity. He is honoured in Germany on the 9th of 
February, which feems to have been the day of his death. But .the 
Britifh calendars commemorate him on the 5th of September. The 
abbey of Altmunfter was repaired arid given to Brjgitinn uns in the* 
fifteenth century. — See Aventinus, Annates Boicrurn I. I. and Ra- 
derus, Bavaria Sanfla, T. I. p. 68* 



SEPTEMBER 6. 

St. PAMBOof Nitria, Abbot. 

From Pal lad! us in Laufiac. Rnfin. Hi/2- Patr. Sozomen^ Cotelier 
Apoth. Patr. p. 637, 641, and 628. See Tillemonty T* 8V 
p. 445. 

i 

A. D. 385/ 

OT. PAMBO betook bimfelf in bis youth to the great 
^ St. Antony in the defert, and deCiring to be admitted among 
his dMciples, begged he would give him fome Jeflons for His 
conduct. The great patriarch of the ancient monks told him, 
he muft take care always to Jive in a fta-te of penance and com- 
punction for his fins, muft perfectly divert himfelf of ail felf- 
eonceit, and never place the leaft confidence in himfelf, or in 
his own righteoufnefs, muft watch continually over himfelf, 
and fludy to act in every thing in fuch manner as to have no 
occafion afterward to repent of what he had done, and that 
he muft labour to put a reftraint upon his tongue, and his ap- 
petite. The difciple fct himfelf earneftly to learn the practice 
of all thefe leflbns. The mortification of gluttony was ufually 
laid down by the fathers as one of the firft iteps towards bring- 
ing the fenfe3 and the paflions intofubjection j this conhfting in 
fometliing that is exteriour and fenfible, its practice is more 
obvious ; yet of great importance towards the reduction of all 
the fenfual appetites of the mind, whofe revolt was begun by* 
the intemperance and difobedienceof our firfl: parents, Kafting 
is alio by the divine appointment, a duty of the exteriour part 
of our penance. What a reproach are the au/tcie livts whicli 

fo many faints have kd> to tliofo flgthful and fenfual Chrifriam, 

wJiofc 
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whofe God is their belly, and who walk enemies to the crofs 
of Chriff. (i), or who have not courage at leafi by frequent 
little felf-denials to curb this appetite? No man can govern 
himfelf who is a Have to this bafe gratification of ienfe. St. 
Pambo excelled moft other ancient monks in the aufterity of 
his continual fafts. The government of his tongue was no 
lefs an object of his watchfuJnefs than that of his appetite. A 
certain religious brother to whom he had applied for advice, 
began to recite to him the thirty-eighth Pfalm : J faici 9 I vol 11 
take .heed to ?ny ways, that I Jin not With my tongue' . Which 
words Pambo had no fooner heard, but without waiting for 
the fecond verfe, he returned to his cell, faying, that was 
enough for one leffbn, and that he would go and ttudy to puc 
it in practice. This he did by keeping almoft perpetual filence, 
and by weighing well, when it was necefiary to fpeak, every 
word before he- gave ariy anfwef. He often took feveral days 
to recommend confutations to God, and to confider what an- 
fwer he fhould s;ive to thofe who addrelTed themfelves to him. 

o 

By his perpetual attention not to offend in his words, he ar- 
rived at fo great a perfection in this particular, that he was 
thought to have equalled, if not to have excelled St. Antony 
himfelf; and his anfwers were feafoned with fo much wifdom 
and fpiritual prudence, that they were received by all as if they 
had been oracles dictated by heaven. Abbot Pcemen faid of 
oiir faint : " Three exteriour practices are remarkable in abbot 
<c Pambo : his fatting every day till evening, his filence, and 
<c his great diligence in manual labour (z)" Sc. Antony in- 
culcated to all his difciples the obligation of afliduity in con- 
ftant manual labour in a folitary life both as a part of pe- 
nance, and a necefiary means to expel floth, and entertain 
the vigour of the mind in fpiritual exercifes. This leflbn 
was confirmed to him by his own experience, and by a hea- 
venly vifion related in the lives of the fathers as follows : 
" Abbot Antony, as he was fitting in the wilderm.fs, fell into' 
* c a grievous temptation of fpiritual fadnefs, importunate 
<c thoughts, and interiour darknefs; and he faid to God : Lord, 
ct I dclire to be faved ; but my thoughts are a hindrance to inc. 
« What fliall I do in my prefent afHiciion ? How fliall I be 
< c faved? Soon after ho rofe up, and going out of his cell, faw 
* c a man fitting and working : then riling from his work to 
« c pray : afterward fitting down again, and twitting his cord : 
« fc after this, rifing to prayer. He underttood this to be ant 

cc ana;el fent by God to teach him what he was to do, ami he 

" iieard 



(i) Phil. iii. i8> (2) Cotel. Apothegm, p. 628. n. 150. 
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heard the angel fay to him : Do fo, and thou {halt be faved.'"' 
tlereat the abbot was filled with joy and confidence, and by 
' this means he cheerfully perfevered to the end (3). St, 
"Pambo mod rigoroufly obferved this rule, and feared to Iofe 
, bne moment of his precious time. Out of love of humilia- 
tions, and a fear of the danger of vain- glory and pride, he 
{ jmadeit his earnell prayer for three years that God would not 
.give him glory before men, but rather contempt. Neverfftelefs 
od glorified him in this life, but made him by hi*? grace to 

• learn more perfectly to humble himfclf a mid ft 2pplawfe, The 
eminent grace which rcpleniikcd ins foul (hewed icidf in his cx- 

, ten our, by a certain air of ma jetty, :ind a kind of light which 
. fhone on his countenance, like wh.it v ve read of Mofes, fo that a 
, perfon could not look ftedfaHiy on his face. St. Antony who 
admired the purity of his foul, and his mattery over his paflionr, 
\ufed to fay, that his fear of God had moved the divine Spirit to 

• take up his refhng-place in him. 

St. Pambo, after he left St. Antony, fettled in the defert of 
Nitria on a mountain, where he had a monaftery. PJut he 
,lived Come time in the wildernefs of the Cells, where Rufinus 
, fays he went, to receiye his blefting in the year 374. St. Me- 
jania the Elder, in the vifit {he made to the holy folitaries who 
.inhabited the deferts of Egypt, coming to St. Pambo's mo- 
iiaftery on mount Nitria, found the holy abbot fitting at his 
work, making mats. She gave him three hundred pounds 
Weight of filver, defiring him to accept that part of her ftore 
for the necefTities of the poor among the brethren. St. Pambo^ 
without interrupting his work, or looking at her or her pre- 
fent, faid to her that God would reward her charity. Then 
turning to his difciple, he bad him take the filver, and diftri- 
bute it among all the brethren in Libya and the ifles who were 
moft needy, but charged him to give nothing ro thole of 
Egypt, that country being rich and plentiful. Mclania con- 
tinued fome time {landing, and at length faid : " Father, do 
cc you know that here is three hundred pounds weight of 
" filver ? 99 The abbot, without catting his eye upon the cheit 
or filver, replied: c - Daughter, he to whom you made this of* 
Icring, very well knows how much it we : gh;, without be- 
ing told. If you give it to God who did not defpife the 
c< " widow's two mites, and even prelencd them to the great 
c< pre fen ts of the rich, fay no more about it." This Mclania 
lierfelf related to i\dhidius (a). Si. Athanafius once defuvd 

Vol. III. ' 11 h h tit. 
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8§o St. PAMBO, A. Sept. 6. 

St. Pambo to come out of the defert to Alexandria, to confound 
the Arians by giving teftimony to the divinity of Jefus Chrift, 
Our faint feeing in that city an actrefs drefled up for the ftage, 
wept bitterly ; and being afked the reafon of his tears, faid, he 
wept for the finful condition of that unhappy woman, and alfo 
for his own floth in the divine fervice ; becaufe he did not take 
fo much pains to pleafeGod as {he did to enfnare men(5). When j 
abbot Theodore begged of St. Pambo fome words of inftruc- ! 
tion : c< Go," faid he, 4t and exercife mercy and charity to- 1 
4< ward all men. Mercy finds ' confidence before God."! 
To the prieft of Nitria who afked him how the brethren ought! 
to live, he faid : " They muft live in conftant labour and the 
* c exercife of ail virtues, watching to preferve their con fciencc; 
cc free from ftain, efpecially from giving fcandal or offence to 
" any neighbour." St. Pambo faid a little before his death: 
<c From the time that I came into this defert, and built myfelf[ 
* c a cell in it, I do not remember that I have ever eat any bread 
*' but what I had earned by my own labour, nor that I ever 
" fpoke any word of which 1 afterward repented. Neverthe- 
44 lefs, I go to God as one who has not yet begun to ferve 
" him (6)." He died feventy years old, without any ficknefs, 
pain or agony, as he was making a bafket, which he be- 
queathed to Palladius, who was at that time his difciple, the 
holy man having nothing elfe to give him (7). Melania took 
care of his burial, and having obtained this baflcet, kept it to 
her dying d*y. St. Pambo is commemorated by the Greeks 
on feveral days. It was an ufual faying of this great director 
of fouls in the rules of Chriftian perfection : * c If you have a 
heart, you may be faved (8)." The extraordinary aufteri- 
ties and folitude of a St. Antony or a St. Pambo are not fuit- 
able to perfons engaged in the world ; they are even incon- 
iiftcnt with their obligations. But all are capable of difengag- 
ing their affections from inordinate pafiions and attachment to 
creatures, and of attaining to a pure and holy love of God, 
which may be made the principle of their thoughts and ordinary 
fictions, and fanctify the whole circle of their lives. Of this 
all who have a heart, arc through the divine grace, capable. 
In whatever circumftanccs we are placed, we have opportuni- 
ties of fubduing our paflions, and fubjecting our fenfes by 
frequent denials; of watching over our hearts by felf-cxamina- 

tion, of purifying our affections by afliduous recollection and 

prayer, 

(5) Socrat. 1. 4. c. 23. Cotcl. Apothegm, p, 639. n, 4. (6) Cotti 
ib. p. 640. n. 8, (7) p.aUad, in I^ufiac, «i f (8) poftlj ib. 
M« tfo. p. 640, 
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torayer, and of uniting our fouls to God by continual exteriour 
*$nd interiour a&s of holy love. Thus may the gentleman, 
the hufbandmanj or the (hopkeeper become an eminent faint* 
and make even the employments of his ftate an exercife of all 
,heroick virtues, and fo many fteps to perfection and to eternal 

' glory. 

On the fame DAY 

St. Eiewtherius, Abbot. A tvonderful fimplici ty and fpirit 
©f compunction were the diftinguiftiing virtues of this holy man. 
Jle was chofen abbot of St. Mark's near Spoleto, and favoured by 
God with the gift of miracles. A child who was pofTefled by tho 
Devil, being delivered by being educated in his monaftery, the 
abbot faid one day : " Since the child is among the fervants of God* 
*« the devil dares not approach him." Thefe words feemed to fa^- 
vour of vanicy, arid thereupon the devil again entered and tormented 
the child. The abbot humbly corifefled his fault, and fafted and 
frayed with his whole community till the child was again freed from 
the tyranny of the fiend. St. Gregory the Great not being able to fail 
On Eafter-eve, on account of the extreme weaknefs of h s breaft, 
engaged this faint to go with him to the church of St Andrew's, 
and put up his prayers to God for his health, that he might join the 
faithful in that folemn practice of penance. Eleutherius prayed 
with many tears, and the pope coming out of the church, found 
jus breaft fuddenly ftrengthened fo that he was enabled to perform 
the faft as he defired. St. Eleutherius raifed a dead man to life. 
Refigning his abbacy, he died in St. Andrew's monaftery in Rome 
about the year 585. His body was afterward tranflated to Spoleto. 
— See S. Greg. Dial. 1. 3. c. 14, 21, 3$. 1. 4. c. 35. 

St. Beg a, or Bees, V. She was a holy Irifli virgin, who led an 
ftnachoretical life, and afterward founded a nunnery in Copeland 
near Carlifle. Her fhrinc was kept there after her death, and be- 
came famous for pilgrim*. See Alford, Camden, and Britannia 
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SEPTEMBER 7 . 

St. CLOUD, C. 

From St. Gregory of Tours Hiji. Fr.. L 3. c. n, and 18. and 
from the Life of this faint , with the rematks of Mabillon s 
Stzc. Ben. 3. p. 136. See Abbe Lebcuf 7 Hifi. du Diocefe di 
Parts. T. 7. An. 1757. 

A. D. 560. 

O T. CLOUD, called in Latin Chlodoardus, is the fir ft and 
" moft illuftrious faint among the princes of the royal famiiy of 
flrbe firft race in France. He was foil of Chlodomir king of Or- 
leans, the eldeft fon of St. Clotilda, and was born in 522. He was 
only three years old when his father was killed in Burgundy irr 
524 : but his grandmother Clotilda brought up him and his 
fcwo brothers Theobald and Gunthaire at Paris, and loved 
therri extremely. Their ambitious uncles Childebert king of 
Paris, and Clotaire, king of SoifTons, divided the kingdom of 
Orleans betwixt them, and (tabbed with their own hands the two 
elder of their nephews, Theobald and Gunthaire, the former 
being ten, the latter feven years old. Cloud y by a fpecial provi- 
dence, was faved from the maflacre, and cut oft" his hair with 
his own hands, by that ceremony renouncing the world, and 
devoting himfelf to the fervice of God in a monaftick (rate, 
He had many fair opportunities of recovering his father's king- 
dom, but young as he was he faw by the light of grace that 
all that appears moft dazzling in worldly greatnefs is no better 
than fmokc, and that a Chriftian gains infinitely more by 
lofing than by poflcffing it. In the true eftimation of things, 
he moft emphatically defcrves to be ftyled a king who is matter 1 
of himfelf, and has learned the art of ruling thofe paflions to ; 
which kings are often miferably enflaved. This victory over j 
himfelf the pious prince gained, and conftantly maintained by | 
hqmility, meek tic Is and patience, by aufterity of life, watch- 
fulncfs, afliduous prayer and holy contemplation. By this 
means he enjoyed in a little cell a peace which was never 

interrupted by fceues uf ambtfiwor vanity, and he tatted in 

thff 
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Ae fervice of God to folid a joy to think of exchanging it 
for the packing honours or bitter pleafures of a falfe world, or 
£f converting "the tranquillity and real delight which ha poi^ 
luffed into the dangers, confufion ^nd perpexky of a court. 
•^Coarfe clothing gave him more farisfadtion than the richeft 
purple could have done ; he enjoyed in his own b re a ft and in 
<J|is cell all he defired to po fiefs in this world, and he daily 
.thanked God who had drawn him out of Babylon before he 
jras infecled with its corruption and intoxicating Circeaa 
fvine. His contempt of all earthly things increafed in pro- 
portion as he advanced in virtue and heavenly light. 
«, After fome time .he removed from his firft abode to put him- 
ielf under the difciplipe of . St. Severinus, an holy reclufc who 

Jived near Paris, from whofe hands he received the monaftick 
jtiabit* Under this experienced matter the fervent novice made 
great progrefs in Chriftian perfection : but the neighbourhood 
of Paris being a trouble to him who defired nothing fo much 
'as to live unknown to the world, he withdrew fecretly into 
Provence, where he patted feveral years, and wrought many 
^miracles.- Seeing he gained nothing by the remotenefs of his foil- 
^tude, after his hermitage was once made publick by many refort- 
'"Jingto him, he at length returned to Paris, and was received with? 
jthe greateft joy imaginable. At the earned rcqueft of the 
^people he was ordained prieft by Eufebius, bilhop of Paris, in 
755 1, and ferved that church fome time in the functions of the 
' (acred miniftry. He afterward retired to Nogent on the Seine, 
now called St. Cloud, two leagues below Paris, where he 
built a rnonaftery dependent on the church of Paris. In this 
rnonaftery he aflembled many pious men, who fled out of the 
world for fear of lofing their fouls in it, St. Cloud was re* 
garded by them as their fuperiour, and he animated them to 
all virtue both by word and example. All his inheritance he 
foeftowed on churches, or distributed among the poor : the 
village of Nogent he fettled on the cpifcopal fee ot Paris, as is 
mentioned in the letters patent, by which this place was 
created into a dutchy and peerage in favour of the arch- 
bifliop(i). St. Cloud was indefatigable in inftrudling and 
exhorting the people of the neighbouring country, and pi- 
oufly ended his days at Nogent about the year 560. f ie is 
commemorated in the Roman martyrology on the 7th of Sep- 
tember, which feems to have been the day of his death. The 
rnonaftery has been fincc changed into a collegiate church of 
canons, where the relicks of the faint arc Hill kept, and the 
place bears his name. 

H h h 3 John 
,(v) Sec Abb.e Lebeuf, Hill, du Diopcfg dc ram T. 7. 
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John Picus, Prince of Mirandula, who died in the year 
1494, the thirty- fecond of his age, a prodigy of wit and 
learning, and after his conversion from the love of applaufe 
and pleafure had lived a truly Chriftian philofopher, expreffd 
JiimfeJf on the happinefs of holy retirement arid contempt of 
the world as follows (2); " Many think it a man's greatefi 
cc happinefs in this life to enjoy dignity and power, and to 
cc live in the plenty and fplendour of a court : but of thefe, 
" you know, I have had a fhare: and I can allure you I 
cc could never find in my foul true fatisfaction in any thing but 
66 in retreat and contemplation. I am perfuaded the CEefars, 
ct if they could fpeak from their fepulchres, would declare 
f* Picus more happy in hjs folitude than they were in the go 
? c vernment of the World : and if the dead could return, they 
* c would have chofe the pangs of a fecond death rather than 
* c rifk their falvation a/ fecond time in publick ftatiqns." 

Qn the fame DAY 

St. Regina, called in French St. Rjeine, V. M. After under- 
going many cruel torments, fhe was beheaded for the faith at 
Aliza, formerly a large town called Alexia, famous for the fiege 
which Casfar laid to it, now a fmali village in the diocefs of Autun 
in Burgundy. Her martyrdom happened in the perfecution of De- 
£jus, in 251. Her relicks are kept with great devotion in the neigh- 
bouring abbey of Flavigni, whither they were tranflated in 864.— 
See Lubin Not. in Martyr. Rom. p. 41. SauiTaye, Martyr. Gallic. 

(2) Joan. Picus de Mirand. ep. ad Amicum Andraiam Cor- 
?ieum, ' 

1 
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The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin, 

TH E birth of the Blefled Virgin Mary announced joy and 
the near approach of falvation to the loft world : there- 
fore is this feftival celebrated by the church with praife ami 
thanklgiving. Tt was a myftcry of fan<SUty, and dirtinguifrwl 

by iingular privileges, Mary was brought forth into the 

world 
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■ World, not like other children of Adam, infected v/ith the 
loathfome contagion of fin, but pure, holy, beautiful and 
glorious, adorned with all the moft precious graces which be- 
came her who was chofen to be the Mother of God. She ap- 
peared indeed in the weak ftate of our mortality, but in 
the eyes t>f heaven fhe already tranfcended the higheft feraph 
<ln purity, 'brightnefs and the richeft ornaments of grace. / 
cm blacky but beautiful, O ye daughters of Jerufalem (i). The 

; ipoufe fays to her much more emphatically than to other fouls 
fanclified by his choiceft graces : As the lily among thorns, fo is 
my beloved a?nong the daughters (2). Thou art all fair, and there 
is not a fpot in thee (3). Man was no fooner fallen in paradife 
through the woman feduced by the infernal fpirit, but God 
promifed another woman whofe feed Ihould crufh that ferpent's 

: head. 1 will put enmities, faid he to the ferpent, between the* 

. and the woman, and thy feed and her feed : fl)e Jhall cru/h thy head 9 
and thou /halt lie in "wait for her heel (4). This curfe is evidently 
to be underftood of the devil who feduced Eve, and with im- 
placable malice fought the deftruction of her pofterity. It is 
not the real ferpent that is here meant ; the fenfe would be too 
low; and why fhould the ferpent, which was not in fault, be 
fo treated, and the true offender the devil, who had either ta- 
ken the figure of the crafty ferpent, or concealed himfelf in. 
that reptile, efcape all punilhment ? The Hebrew original ex- 
prefles the latter part of this prophecy as follows : It y (i. e. her 
feed) Jhall crujh thy head (5). In the birth of the Virgin Mary 
was the accomplifhment of this folemn prediction begun. 

To underftand the great prefent that in her God beftowed 
on the world, we muft confider her tranfeendent dignity, and 
the lingular privileges by which file was diftinguifhed above all 
other pure creatures. Her dignity is exprefied by the evanpclht 
when he fays, That of her was born Jefus, who is called th§ 
Chrift (6). From this text alone is that article of the catholiclc 
faith fufficiently evinced, that {he is truly Mother of God. 
It is clear this is not to be underftood as if me could be in any 
fenfe mother of the divinity, the very thought whereof would 
imply contradiction and blafphemy, but by rcafon that iha 
conceived and brought forth that Bleffed Man who Jhhjifthig by 
the fecond divine pcrfon of the adorable Trinity, is cofequcntly 
the natural, not the adoptive Son of God, which was the 
Semi-Neftoi ian crrour broached by Felix and Elipandus. In 

Hhh 4 t he 

(1) Cant 1. 4; (2) Cant. 11. 2. (3) Cant. iv. 7; 

U) Gen. in. (5) Sec Houbigand T. 1. p. 159. Alfo a Lap. ib . 

and bp. Sherlock, On Prophecy. (6) Matt, i, 16. 
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the Incarnation the human nature of Chrift was afTumed by, 
and hypoftatically, that is, intimately and fubftantially, united 
to the perfon of God the Son, fo that the anions done by 
this nature are the aclions of that Divine Perfon, whofe afTumecj 
or appropriated nature this is. . Hence we truly fay with St. 
Paul, that we t arc redeemed by the b)ood of a God, and with 
the church, that God was born of the Virgin Mary, fuffered and 
died on the crois \ all which he did in that human nature 
which he had wonderfully taken upon him. Neftorius, a 
man ignorant in ecclefiaftica! learning, but vain, opiniatcd and 
prefurnptuous to a degree of extravagance, introduced a new 
Iierefy, teaching that there are in Chrift two perfon s no lefs 
than two natures, the divine and human, united ; not intrin- 
sically, but only, morally, by the divinity dwelling in the hu- 
manity of Chijft as in its temple. Thus the herefiarch defiroyed 
the incarnation, held two (Thrifts, the one God, and the other 
man, and denied the BkiTed Virgin to he the mother of God, 
faying flje w*s mother of the man Chrift, whom he diiiinguifhed 
from the Chrift who is God. The conftant faith of the catholick 
church teaches on the contrary, that in Chrift the divine and 
human nature fubfift both by the fame divine perfon, that 
Chrift is both, truly God and truly man, and that the Virgin 
Mary is the Mother of God by having brought forth him who 
is God, though he derived from her only his alTumed nature of 
man. The errours of Neftorius were condemned in the gene- 
ral council of Ephefus in 431, and from the ancient tradition 
of the church the title of the Mother of God was confirmed 
to the Virgin Mary. Socrates and St. Cyril of Alexandria 
prove that this epithet (a) was given her by the church from 
primitive tradition; and it occurs in the writings of the fa- 
thers who flourifhed before , that time, as in the letter of St. 
Dionyftus of Alexandria to Paul of Samofata (7) in the Alex- 
andrian manufcript of the bibJe, which according to Grabc (8) 
was writ before the year 39c, &c. So notorious and ordinary was 
this appellation, that, as St. Cyril of Alexandria teftifies, Ju- 
lian the Apoftatc reproached the Christians that they never 
ceafed calling Mary Mother of God (Z») : and fo clearly was 
ISfeftorius convicted in this point as to be obliged to confefS 
this title, though he never departed from his heretical tenets. 

The 

(7) Cone. T, 1. p. 8,3. • (S) Grabc Prolcg. in 70. 

{") Ogo7^«oc Dei para. 

l'0 &6o]iKot Jg unci's «/ vrtvirQi Ma'pfat .KOLhwU?, S. Cy r. Alex; 
1. 8. contra Julian. • • • . , 
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The dignity of Mother of God is the higheft to which any 
mere creature is capable of being raifed (c). What clofer alli- 
ance could any pure creature have wijh the Creator of all things ? 
What name could be more noble, what prerogative more lin- 
gular, or more wonderful ? He who was born of the Father 
from all eternity, the only- begotten and confubftantial Son* 
Maker and Lord of all thing?, is born in time, and receives, a 
being in his nature of man from Mary. " Liften and attend* 
" O man," cries out St. Anfeim (9), " and be tranfported in 
f< an ecftafy of afronifliment, contemplating this prodigy. 
*' The infinite God had one only-begotten co-eternal Son: 
66 yet he would not fuffer him to remain only his own ; but 
** would alfo have him to be made the only fon of Mary/* 
And S. Bernard fays (10) : <c Choofe which you will moft 
iC admire, the moft beneficent condefcenfion of the Son, or 
* c the fublirne dignity of the mother. On each fide it is a fub- 
" je& of wonder and aftonifhment : that a God fhould obey 

a woman is an humility beyond example ; and that a wo- 
f c man commands a God, is a pre-eminence without a rival.'* 
The £rft which is the humiliation of him who is infinite, in 
itfelf can bear no comparifon with the other ; but the afto- 
nulling exaltation of Mary tranfeends what we could have 
imagined any creature capable of.' No creature can be raifed 
to what is infinite : yet the object or term of this dignity of 
Mary is infinite, and the dignity has a nearer and clofer rela- 
tion to that object than could have been imagined poflible by 
creatures, had not* omnipotence made it real (n). To this 
tranfeendent dignity all graces and privileges, how great and 
Angular fpevejr, feem in fome meafure due. We admire her 
ianclity, her privileged virginity, all the graces with which fhc 
was adorned, and the crown with which (he is exalted in 
glory above the cherubims ; but our aftonifhment ceafes when 
we reflect that ihe is the Mother of God. In this is every 
thing great and good that can fuit a mere human creaturie, na- 
turally comprifed. 

To take, a review of fome other fingular privileges 
of this glorious creature, we muft farther confider that 

fhc 



(9) S. Anfclm. Monol. (10) Horn. 1. fupcr M{flus ejli See 
alio S. Bonaventurc, Spec. B Virginia c. 8. (u) See St. Thomas 
Aquinas i p. q. 25, a. 8 ad 4. 

)r) The words mere and pure creature are ufed to except the Al- 
fred humanity of Chrift, which though created, is by the hypofta- 

t icai union, raifed above the clafs of all other created beings. 
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Ihe is both a mother and a fpotlefs virgin. This is the wonder- 
ful prerogative of Mary alone: a privilege and honour referved 
to her, which fhall not be given to any other, fays St. Bernard. 
The ancient prophets fpoke of it as the diftinguifhing mark of 
the Mother of the Meffiab, and the world's Redeemer, and fre- 
quently call the Chrift Jehovah or the true God, as Dr. Water- 
land demonftrates by many paffages. This was the miraculous 
token of the afTured deliverance of mankind by the long- 
expe£led Saviour, which God him/elf was pleafed . to give to 
the incredulous king Achaz, doubtful and anxious about his 
prefent deliverance from his temporal enemies. The Lord him- 
felf JbaJl give you a Jign^ fa id Ifaias : Behold^ a Firgin Jhall conceive 
and hear a Jon, and bis name fliali be called Emmanuel (12). This 
mult evidently be underftood of theMefliah,to whom. alone many 
qualities and epithets in this and the following chapter can 
agree, though a fon of the prophet mentioned afterward was 
alfo a prefent type of the king's temporal deliverance. The 
title of Virgin muft here mean one who remained fuch when a 
mother ; for this circumftance is mentioned as a ftupendous 
miracle (d). Jeremy alfo. contemplating this my ft ery in fpi- 
rit(i3), expreiled his aflonifhment at this prodigy unheard of 
on earth, that a woman fliould encompafs in her. womb a man, 
the great Redeemer of the world. The perpetual virginity of 
the Mother of God has been denied by feveral hereticks. 
Ebion and Cerinthus had the infolence to advance that £he had 
other children before Jefus : but this impious errour is con- 
demned by all who receive the holy gofpels, by which it is ma- 
nifeft that Jefus is the firft-born. In the fourth age Helvidius, 
and foon after him Jovinian, pretended flie had other children 
after Chrift. Jovinian, and among modern Proteftants, Beza, 
Albertin and Bafnage(i4), will not allow her the title of Vir- 
gin in the birth of Chrift. Againft thefe errours the catholick 
church has always inviolably maintained that (he was a virgin 
before, in, and after his birth : whence ftie is ftyled ever rtr* 
ginl This article is defended in all its points by St. Jerom (15% 

St. 

1 4 

I a 

(12) Jfa. vii. 14. (13) Jcr. xxxi. v. 22. (14) Sec Baft) age 
Annal. T. 1. p. 113. (15) L. contra Helvid. &c. 



(d) See Abbadic,T z. alfo the ditfertation on the prophecy pre- 
fixed to the new French commentary on Ifaiah, T. 8. and chiefly 
Houbigand, (T. 4. p. 5.) who fets the literal fenfc of the prophecy 
in a clear light, and enforces this genuine authentick pjroof of tft* 

perpetual virginity of the mother of God. 
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St. Epipbanlus (16), and other fathers. St. Jerom fhews that 
the expreilion of the evangelift, that Jofeph knew her not till fhs 
had brought forth her firft-born (17), no ways intimates that he 
knew her afterward, as no one will infer that becaufe God faysr 
/ am till you grow old, he {hould then ceafe to be, Sec, '. The 
fame father proves, that jit born in the facred writings means 
the nrft fon, whether any other children followed or no ; and 
that thofe who were called the brothers of our Lord according 
to the Hebrew phrafe, were only coufin-germans, fons of an- 
other Mary, called of Alphzeus and of Cleophas, fifter to the 
Blefled Virgin. He confirms the belief of her perpetual vir- 
ginity from the tcftirnony of St. Ignatius, Sr. . Polycarp, St. Ire- 
naeus, St. Juftin, &c. St. Epiphanius farther obferves, that 
no one ever named Mary without adding the title of virgin j 
.and that had fhe had other children, Jefus would not have re- 
commended her on the crofs to St. John, &c. The fathers 
•apply to her many emblems and types of the old law and the 
prophets expreflive of this- prerogative, calling her the. Eaftern 
Gate of the Sanctuary {hewn to Ezcchiel, through which only 
our Lord pafled (18), the bufh which Mofes faw burning with- 
put being confumed, Gideon's fleece continuing dry whilft the 
earth all round it was wet, &c. Her virginity was not only 3. 
miraculous privilege, but alfo a voluntary virtue, fhe having by 
an. early vow confecrated her chaftity to God, as the fathers in- 
fer from her anfwer to the angel (19). Such a privileged mother 
became the Son of God. The earth defiled by the abomina- 
.tibns of impurity, was loaded with the curfes of God, who 
fa id : My fpirit Jhall not remain in /nan for ever, becaufe he is 
fiefh (20). But God choofing Mary to take himfelf flefh of, he 
■ prepared her for that dignity by her fpotlcfs virginity, and on. ac- 
count of that virtue faid to her : The Holy Gho/i Jhall come upon 
thee, and the power of the Mo ft High Jhall overjhadow thee (21). 
Jt is by imitating her perfect purity according to our ftate, that 
we mail recommend ourfelvcs to our heavenly fpoufe,, who is 
the lover of chafte fouls, and is called by St. Gregory Naxian- 
zen, the Virgin by excellence, and the nrft of virgins. In the 
example and patronage of Mary we have a powerful fuccour 
again ft the oppofitc moft abominable and dellroying vice. Wit- 
can only be victorious in its moft dangerous conflicts by arming 
ourfclves with her finccre humility, perfect diliruft in ourfelvcs, 
conitant fpirit of prayer and flight of the ihadow of danger* 

and 

(16) Her. 78. See on each part Nat. Alex. Mill. Ecclcf Witafle 
and Tournely Tr. de Incarn. Sec. {17) IWatt. i. 2 9 . (18) Czech, 
xliv. 2. (19) St. Jerom. 1. adv. Hclvid. S. Ambr, 1. 2. in l^uc. 

p. 14, 15. S. Auilin, &c. ( 21 ) Gen. vi. (21) Luke i. 35. 
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and with the mortification of our own will, and of our fcnfea 
and flefh. 

The Virgin Mary was the moft perfect model of all other 
virtues. St. Ambrofe in the beginning of his fecond book 
On Virginity * exhorts virgins in particular to make her life the 
rule of their conduct " Let the life and virginity of Mary., 3 ' 
fays he, * € be fet before you as in a looking-glafs, in which is 
* c feen the pattern of chaftity and virtue. The firft fpur to 
* c imitation is the nobility of the mafter. What more noble 
* c than the Mother of God ? . . She was a virgin in body and 
t6 mind, whofe candour was incapable of deceit or difguife ; 
6t humble in heart ; grave in words ; wife in her refolutions. 
cc She fpoke feldom and little ; read afftduoufly, and placed her 
cc confidence, not in inconftant riches, but in the prayers of 
* c the poor* Being always employed with fervour, fhe would 
fit have no other witnefs of her heart but God alone, to whom 
<c fhe referred herfelf, and all things ftie did or pofleffed. She 
cc injured no one, was beneficent to all, honoured her fupe- 
riours, envied not equals, ftiunned vain-glory, followed rea- 
* c fon, ardently loved virtue. Her looks were fweet, her dif- 
courfe mild, her behaviour modeft. Her actions had nothing 
unbecoming, her gait nothing of levity, her voice nothing 
* e of overbearing aflurance. Her exteriour was all fo well regu- 
<c lated that in her body was feen a picture of her mind, and 
* fi an accompliflied model of all virtues. Her charities knew 
€c no bounds : temperate in her diet fhe prolonged her fafts fe- 
** verai days, and the moft ordinary meats were her choice, 
46 not to pleafe the tafte, but to fupport nature. The mo- 
ments which we pafs in lleep, were to her a time for the 
4e fweeteft exercifes of devotion. It was not her cuflom to 
* 6 go out of doors, except to the temple, and this always in the 
<c company of her relations," &c. The humble and perfect 
virtue of Mary raifed in St. Jofeph the higheft opinion of her 
fanclity, as appeared when he faw her with child. " This is 
*' a teflimony of the fanclity of Mary," fays St. Jerom (22), 
*' that Jofeph knowing her chaftity, and admiring what had 
*' happened, (upprcflcs in filence a myftery which he did not 
g< underftand." Another ancient writer improves the fame 
remark, crying out : (23) c< O ineftimable commendation 
4< of Mary ! jofeph rather believed her virtue than her womb, 
and grace rather than natuie. He thought it more poflible 
** that Mary fhould have conceived by miracle without a man, 

" than 



(22) S. Hicr. in c, 1, Matt. (23) Op. imp. in Matt. c. 1. 

apud S. Chryfoft* 
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" than that fhe mould have finned." Yet this fan&ity of 
Mary, which was a fubjefr. of admiration to the higheft hea- 
venly fpii'its, confifted chiefly in ordinary anions, and in the 
purity of heart and the fervour with which £he performed them. 
All her glory is from zvitbin (24). From her we learn that our 
fpi ritual perfection is to be fought in our own ftate, and de- 
pends very much upon the manner in which we perform our 
ordinary actions. True virtue loves to do all things in filence, 
and with as little fhew and noife as may be : it ftudies to avoid 
whatever would recommend it to the eyes of men, dellring to 
have no other witnefs but him who is its rewarder, and whofe 
glory alone it feeks. A virtue which wants a trumpet to pro- 
claim it, or which affects only publick, fingular, or extraordi- 
nary actions, is to be fufpected of fubtle pride, vanity and 
felf-love. To lludy thefe lefTons in the life of Mary, to praife 
God for the graces which he has conferred upon her, and the 
bleflings which through her he has beftowed on the world* 
and to recommend our neceiTities to fo powerful an advocate, 
we celebrate feftivals in her honour. This of her nativity has 
been kept in the church with great folemnity above a thoufand 
years. The Roman Order mentions the homilies and litany 
which were appointed by pope Sergius in 688 to be read upon 
it: and a procefiion is ordered to be made on this day from 
St. Adrian's church to the Liberian balilicfc or St. IVIary Ma- 
jor (25)* In the Sacramentary of St. Gregory the Great, pub- 
lifhed by Dom Menard, particular collects or prayers are pre- 
fcribed for the mafs, procefHon and martins on the nativity of 
the Blefled Virgin Mary, with a fpecial preface for the mafs (26). 
A mafs with particular collects for this feftival occurs in the 
old Roman Sacramentary or MiiJal, publi/hcd by cardinal 
Thomafius, which is judged by the learned to be the fame 
that was ufed by pope Leo the Great, and fome of his prede- 
ceffors(27). This feait is mentioned by St. JMcfonfus, in the 
feventh century (28). The Greeks (as appears from the edict of 
the empcrour Emmanuel Conincnus) the Copths in Kgypt, and 
the other Chriftian churches in the Kail, keep with great fo- 
lemnity the feaft of the Nativity of the Bluffed Virgin 

Sc. 

(•4) Pf. xliv. i\. (-.(;) Liber Pontificalij in vita Scrgii I. 

apud Thomaflin. TV. des Fetes 1. 2. c. zo. & Card. Lambertini Part. 2. 
dc I'cUis B. M.Virg c. 13$. (26) I*. 1 .:S. (27) L. z. p. 172. 
(2<) S. Jldefoul. 1. tie Per pet h& Highlit. Z£, M. firg. T. 12. BibJ. 
Patr. p. 566. 

f ) On the hillory of this fcfli- calendars, which they puhliflicd 0 
Val ' (i Klorentinius and F.l'Vonto, Martenne L de mttii]. EccIeL 

'<■ in their notes 011 the old difciplina in div. Ojlieiis c. 34* 

n. 1 . 
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St. Peter Damian pathetically exhorts all the faithful to cele- 
brate it with great devotion (29). We celebrate the anniverfa- 
ries of the birth-days of earthly princes, who on thofe occa- 
sions difpenfe freely their favours and liberalities. How ought 
we to rejoice in that of the Virgin Mary, prefenting to God 
the heft: homage of our praifes and thankfgiving for the great 
mercies he has fhewn in her, and imploring her mediation 
with her fon in our behalf? We ftiall doubtlefs experience the 
particular effecls of her companion and goodnefs on a day 
obferved by the whole church with fo great devotion in her 
fionour. Chrift will not reject the fupplications of his mother, 
whom he was pleafed to obey whilft on earth. Her love, care 
and tendernefs for him, and the foirows which fhe felt for his 
fake in the ftateof his mortality : thofe breafts which gave him 
fuck, thofe hands which ferved him, muft. move him to hear 
her 5 the titles and qualities which fhe bears, the charity 
and graces with which fhe is adorned, and the crown of glory 
with which (he is honoured, muft incline him readily to re- 
ceive her recommendations and petitions. 

> 

(29) S.Pet. Dam. Serrm z.Sc 3. deNativ. B. M.Virg. 

On the fame DAY 

St. Adriak, M. This faint was an officer in the Roman army, 
who having periecuted the Chriftians in the reign of iVJaxinnan Ga- 
lerius, was fo moved by their conftancy and patience, that he em- 
braced their faith, and fufFered many torments and a glorious mar- 
tyrdom for the fame at Nicomedia about the year 306, in the tenth 
©rlaft general perfecution. His relicks were conveyed to Conftan- 
tinople, thence to Rome, afterward into Flanders, where they were 

depofited 



it. 1. Tiilemont note 4. fur la 
Vie de la Ste. Vierge. Baillet, 
Hift. de cette Fete, Pagius in 
Brcviar. Geftorum Rom. Pontif. 
In vita Innoc. IV. n. 18. Tho- 
xnaffinTr. dc Fetes 1. 2. ch. 20. 
and principally card- Profpcr 
ILambcrtini Part. 2. De Feilis 
JB. M. Virg. p. 301 . cap. 131.. . 
a 36— Schmidius objects {I'ro/ut. 
Marian.) that the feaft of the 
B. Virgin's nativity is not men- 
tioned in the Capitulars of Char- 
lemagne ; but it was certainly 

•celebrated iu Italy long before 



that time. Thorn aflin did not 
find the feaft of the Nativity of 
the B. V. mentioned by any au- 
thors before Fulbert of Chartres 
in the year 1 000 : but it is ex- 
p re fled on the 8th of September 
in the famous MS* calendar, 
kept in the treafury of the ca- 
thedral of Florence, writ in 813. 
See F. Leonard Ximenes, Del 
Guotnow Fiortntiaoy at Florence in 
17157. In France it is fpokc of 
by Waltcr 9 bp. of Orleans, in 871. 

cap. iS. Cone. Labb. T. 8* 

p. 64$. 
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deposited in the Benedictine abbey of Decline, dedicated to St. Pe- 
ter, in the time of the firft abbot Severald. Baldwin VI. earl of 
Flanders, fur named of Mons, becaufe he married the heirefs of 
that county, bought of a rich lord, named Gerard, the village of 
Hundelghem, in which flood a famous chapel of our Lady. The 
count founded there in 1088 the town now called Geerfbergen or 
Gerard's mount, on which by a famous charter he beftowed great 
privileges. Befides many pious donations made to that place, he 
removed thither this abbey of St. Peter, which has fince taken the 
name of St. Adrian, whole relicks which it poiTeffes, have been 
rendered famous by many miracles. Geersberg, called in French 
Grammont, ftands upon the Dender in Flanders, near the bor- 
ders of Brabant and Hainault. Sc. Adrian is commemorated in 
the martyrologies which bear the name of St. Jerom, and in the 
Roman on the 4th of March, and chiefly on the Sth of September, 
which was the day of the tranflation of his relicks to Rome, where 
a very ancient church bears his name. — See on the tranflation of his 
relicks to the abbey of Geersberg, Gram ay's Antiquitates Gerardi~ 
montiiy p. 40. Sanderus in Flandria Illujlrata, &c. 

St. Sidronius, M. He was crowned at Rome in the perfec- 
tion of Aurelian ; his principal feftival is kept on the 1 ith of July. 
Baldwin IV. furnamed of Lille, and the Pious, founded the colle- 
giate churches of canons at Hariebeck near Courtray, at Aire and 
at Lille, in which laft he was buried. His widow Adela after his 
death in 1067, went to Rome, received the religious veil from the 
hands of pope Alexander II. and bringing back with her the re- 
licks of St. Sidronius, enriched with them the Benedictine nunnery 
of MeelTene, two league: from Ipres, which flie had founded, and 
in which the died. — See Mirsei A*inalei Be/gici p. 609. — Adela the 
foundrefs is honoured among the faints in "this famous monaftery, 
on the 8th of January. — See Gramaye, p. 182. Lubin in Martyr, 
Rom. 

SS. Eusebius, Nestablus, Zeno and Nestor; MM. In the 
reign of Julian the Apoitate, Eufebius, Nertablus and Zeno, three 
jealous Chriltian brothers at Gaza, were fcized by the Pagans in 
their houfes, where they had concealed themfelves : they were carried 
to prifon, and inhumanly fcourged. Afterward the idolaters who 
were aiTemblcd in the amphitheatre at the publick thews, began 
loudly to demand the pimilhment of the facrilegious criminals, as 
they called the ConfeiTors. By thefe cries the auembly foon became 
a tumult ; and the people worked themfelves into fuch a ferment, 
that they ran in a fury ro the prifon, which they forced, and bawl- 
ing out the three brothers, began to drag them fomctimes on their 
their bellies, fomctimes on their backs, bruiting them againll the 
pavement, and linking them with clubs, ftones or any thing that 
came in their way. The very women quitting their work, ran the 
points of their fpindlcs into them, and the cooks took the kettles 
from off the fire, poured the fculding water upon them, and pierced 
them with their fpits. After the martyrs were thus mangled, and 
Sfcjtfr ftullq fQ broken, thaij the ground wa* fmca/e<J wish their brain*. 
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they were dragged out of the city, to the place where the beafti 
were thrown that died of themfelves. Here the people lighted a 
fire, burnt the bodies, and mingled the bones that remained with 
thofe of camels and arTes, that it might not be eafy for the Chriftians 
to diftinguifh them. This cruelty only enhanced the triumph of the 
martyrs before God, who watches over the precious remains of his 
elect to raife them again to glory. With thefe three brothers there 
was taken a young man named Neftor, who fuffered imprifonment 
and fcourging as they had done : but as the furious rioters were 
dragging him through the flieet, fbme pcrfohs.took companion on 
him on account of his great beauty and corrielinefs, and drew hint 
out of the gate. Fie died of his wounds within three days in the 
houfe of Zeno, a coufin of the three martyrs who himfelf was 
obliged to fly, and being taken was publickly whipped. — See Theo- 
doret Hift. 1- 3. c. 7. and Sozomen, 1. 5. c. 9, 

St. Co rbi n 1 an, Bifhop of Frifingen, C. fie was a native of 
Prance, being born at Chatre on the road to Orleans, and he lived 
a reclufe fourteen years in a cell which he built in his youth near a; 
chapel in the fame place. The fame of his fandlity which was in- 
creafed by the reputation of feveral miracles, and the prudence of 
the advice which he gave in fpiritual matters, to thofe who reforted 
to him, rendered his name famous over the whole country, &nd he 
admitted feveral fervent perfons to form themfelves into a religious 
community under his difcipline. The diftra&ion which this gave 
him, made him think of fceking fome new folitude in which he 
might live in his former obfeurity • and his devotion to St. Peter de- 
termined him to go to Rome, and there choofe a cell near the 
church of the prince of the apoftles. The pope vvhofe bleiling he 
afked, becoming acquainted with his abilities, told him he ought 
not to live for himfelf alone, whilfl many nations ripe for the har- 
veil, were perimtng for want of ftenuous labourers, and ordaining* 
him bifhop, gave him a commiffion to preach the gofpel. Corbi- 
nian was affrighted at fuch a language, but being taught to obey 
left he mould refill the voice of God, returned firlt to his owu coun- 
try, ana by his pleaching produced great fruit among the people. 
In a fecond journey to Rome he converted many idolaters m Bava- 
ria, as he parTed through that country. Pope Gregory 1J fent aim 
back from Rome into that abandoned vineyard, commanding him 
to make it the field of his labours. Corbinian did io, and having 
much increafed the number of the ChnfHans, fixed 1ns epilcopal 
fee at Frifingen in Upper Bavaria Though inciefa igable in his 
aportolirk functions, he was Careful j»6t to overlay himfelf with more 
bufmefs than he could bear, leli he mould forget what he owed to 
his own foul He always performed ihe divine ofiicc with great 
leifure, and refer ved to himfelf every day fer hours for holy medita- 
tion in order to recruit and improve the f piritual vigour of his foul, 
and to call up his accounts before Cud, gathering ». onflantly refolu- 
tion of more vigilance in all his actions. Grim /aid, the duke of 
Bavaria, who though a Chriilinn, was a firuugr.r to the principles 

»nd fpirit of that Jioly religion, had incciluouily taken to wife 

Biltrude 
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Biltrude his brother's relict. The faint boldly reproved them, but 
found them deaf to his remonftrances, and fuffered many perfec- 
tions from them, efpecially from the princefs, who once hired af- 
fafiins to murder him. They both perifhed miferably in a fhort 
time. After their death St. Corbinian who had been obliged to con- 
ceal himfelf for fome time, returned' to Frifingen, and continued 
his labours till his happy death, which fell out in 730. His name 
occurs in the Roman martyrology. — See his life, with an account 
of many miracles wrought by him, compiled by Aribo, his third 
fucceffour in the fee of Frifingen, thirty years after the faint's death, 
extant in Surius, Mabillon (d£la Bencd. T. 3. p. 500.) and the hif- 
Jlory of Frifingen, publifhed in folio, in the year 1724. See alfo 
Bulteau Hijt. Monajl' ds V Occid. T. 2. 

St. Disen, or Disibode, B. C. This faint was an holy Irifh 
monk, who having in his youth grafted learning upon fanclity, 
illuitrated not only his own ifland, but alfo France and part of Ger- 
many. By preaching he had taught many fouls to walk in the 
narrow paths of Chriitian perfection in his native country when he 
travelled into France about the year 65 2. His zealous exhortations 
enforced by the weight of his example produced wonderful fruit in 
all places which were blefTed with his prefence. Sermons infected 
with vanity, tfudied eloquence, or a worldly fpirit, lofe . their at- 
tractive force. But fincere humility and a perfect fpirit of piety 
gave to the words of our faint a fecret energy which opened to him 
the hearts of thofe to whom he fpoke, and made the pure maxima 
of the gofpei to fink deep into their fouls. The example of hi* 
meeknefs, patience, and charity foftened the moll hardened. St. 
Difibode founded the great monallery called from him Difenhurg, 
at prefent a collegiate church of canons in the diocefs of Mentz ; 
and on account of the extraordinary fuccefs of his apoftolick la- 
bours, was himfelf ordained a regionary bifhop without any fixed 
fee. He died about the year 700 — See in Surius the hillory of his 
life and miracles written by St. Hildegardis, abbefs of Mount St. 
Pwobertor Rupert, at ttigen, in the Lower Palatinate on the Rhine, 
about the year 1 I 70. 
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The Feftival of the Holy Name of the 

Virgin M A R Y. 

On Sunday within the Oclave of her Nativity. 

HP HIS feflival was appointed by pope Innocent XI. that on 
, it the faithful may be called upon in a particular mafiner 
to recommend to God, through the interceflion of the B, Vir- 
gin, the necefiities of his church, and to return him thanks for 
his gracious protection and numberlefs mercies. What gave 
occafion to the inftitution of this feaft was, a folcmn thankfgiv- 
ing for the relief of Vienna, when it was befiegcd by the Turks 
in 1683 If we defne to deprecate the divine anger juft- 



(a) The Turks had formerly 
laid liege to Vienna, under So- 
3yman the Magnificent, in 1529, 
in the reign of Charles V. But 
after lofing fixty thoufand men, 
and lying a month before the 
place, without making any con- 
fiderable advances againft it, 
they rai fed the fiege (1). The 
danger was much more formida- 
ble when thofe infidels made a 
Second attempt upon this bul- 
wark of Germany, in the reign 
of the emperour Leopold. Great 
part of Hungary having taken 
up arms againft that prince, the 
revolted cities were reduced to 
his obedience, and the ringlead- 
ers, the counts Nadaiti and Sc. 
rini, with Chrillopher Frangi- 
paui, were beheaded in 1671. 
Count Serini had in view to make 
himfelf fovereign of Hungary, 



and his fon-xn-law prince Ragot- 
zi of Tranfylvania. The flaluc or" 
this rebellion was only covered, 
not extinguiihed, by thefe exe- 
cutions : itfoon broke out again, 
and Emerick count Tekcli, who 
had married Ragotzi's daughter, 
at the head of thirty thoufand 
good troops, carried all before 
him ; and the better to Hand his 
ground, invited the Turks into 
Hungary, Cara Muftapha being 
then Grand Vizir under Sultan 
Mahomet IV. The opportunity 
was embraced by the infidels ; 
and on the fecond of January, 
1683, the fatal horfe- tails, the 
ufual enfigns of an enfuing war, 
wore fcen upon the gates of the 
feraglio at Adrianople, and the 
whole Ottoman empire was in 
motion, to carry lire and fvvord 
into the bofom of the German 

empire* 



(1) Sec tfurius //; &mmentarih fid tewjons, an. 1529, 
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}y provoked by our fins, with our prayers we muft join the 
tears of fincere compunction, and a per led: converfion of our 

I i i 2 manners- 



empire. The vizir with great ex- 
pedition marched through Hun- 
n.iry at the head of a mighty ar- 
my, meeting with no oppcution 
till he came to Raab or Javarin, 
rt fmall ftrong town in Lower 
Hungary, on his road toward 
Vienna. This place he d dpi kid, 
avid leaving it behind him, in 
the month of July came within 
fi^ht of the capital of Auitria, 
' At the view of the fire, kindled 
an the camp of the Tartars on 
both fides of the .Danube, the 
emperour, in. the utmoft: confter- 
nation, yielding to the earned 

. intieaties of his generals, quit- 

< ted Vienna with his emprefs, 
who was fix months gone with 
child, and retreated with the 
greatefl precipitation, without 

. carrying with him either furni- 
ture, money or jewels. The 
court narrowly efcaped falling 
into the hands of the Tartars ; 
the emperour retired firft to Lifttz, 

. and finding himfelf not fafe 
there, fled with equal precipita- 
tion to Paflaw. in this flight 
the emprefs and her ladies were 

■ obliged to pafs a whole night in 
a fore It, where nothing but a rrufs 

: of it raw could be procured, and 
this not without dilliculty, to lay 
Iter majefty upon. Tcckeli joined 

• the Tuikifli army with forty 

. thoufand men, and was mailer 
of Bnda, and almoil all Hunga- 
ry. The vizir with one hundred 

. and fifty thoufand Turks (be- 
fides Hungarians, 'I ratify lva- 

> mans rind Tana,s) fat down be- 

, J ore Vienna, and began to open 
the trenches on the fourteenth of 
July, i lis army took up an in- 
credible trad o '-round s his 



ovvn quarter was upon the little 
riling hiils which iurround the 
palace: in it a db^I?-/ of im- 
mense riches in gold and jewels 
made the moil fplen^id /hew 
amidlt all the ten ours of war. 
Tho infidel- burnt the fuburbs r 
wiih the palace called the Fa- 
vourire, and the houfes of the 
nobility in the fuburb of Leo- 
polllad The fortifications of 
the city were at that time very 
weak in many places ; the coun- 
terfcarp was in a fad condition, 
The place where the attack was 
made, was flanked by two fmall 
ba'lions, and fortified by a ra- 
velin which covered the curtain.' 
The rampart lay c\o(c to the 
houfes, and if the outworks and 
firil polls had been carried, it 
would have been impoiTible for 
the city to have held out much 
longer. There was in it good 
itore of proviJions and ammuni- 
tion, with fkilful engineers to 
manage the artillery : the garri- 
fon was joined by a great num- 
ber of citizens, who fecmed re* 
fblved either to fave their coun- 
try or to perifh in it, ruins. The 
count of Staremberp", the <^over- 
nour, fuppoited the diooping 
ipirits of tliofe that feemcd to' 
dclpond, and 1 y hi:; courage, ad- 
drefs and indefatigable indullry, 
held out till fucconr anived. 
This, however, he could not 
have dour, had not the vizir 
been flow in his attacks, pro- 
bably for fear of raking the city 
by afhiult, that he might pieierve 
the plunder All his mini';' were 
countermined ; not one of them 
f ucc(.eiled : a bait cry of fovciuy 
pieces of can uon was rtot able, in 

fix 
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manners. This is the firft grace we muft always beg of God, 
that he would bring us to the difpofitions of condign penance. 

Our 



fix weeks time, to break down 
one fmgle pan of the ravelin. 
The duke of JLorrain, the empe- 
rour's general, came out of 
Hungary with thirty thoufand 
men ; but could not attempt to 
relieve the befieged. The elec- 
tor of Saxony joined him with 
ten thoufand men, and the em- 
perour implored the fuccours of 
all the Chriftian princes. Pope 
Innocent XI. and John Sobiefki, 
king of Poland, had entered into 
a league the year before to fup- 
port him againft the common 
enemy. Vienna indeed is the 
key not only of Germany, but 
alio of Italy and Poland, and a 

great bulwark of Christendom. 
Upon the firft news of the fiege, 
Sobie/ki put himfelf in readinefs 
to march to the relief of the 
place. The name of the Poles 
was at that time terrible to the 
Turks. Sigifmund J1J. the pious 
and zealous king of Poland, who 
loft the crown of Sweden for the 
jake of his religion, defeated, in 
r6ll, on the banks of the Nief- 
ter, an army of two hundred 
ninety two thoufand I urks, com- 
manded by the young fultan Of- 
man in pcrfon, having killed, 
in different engagements, fixty 
thouland of their men, and twen- 
ty five thouland in one battle. 
John Sobiefki, wiiilll he was 
♦M.ind rnarfhal of the crown un- 
der king Michael, vancjuiihcd the 
Tuilcs near ihe uVong city of 
Kamiuieck, and in leveral other 
pi..'"es on the frontiers o/ Po- 
land, commanded by fevcial fa- 
mous Uafha-j. and by CopioJi 
hi ml* If. fo fainou« for his /nag- 
iiai;iin:iyj ;.nd for ii j s gic.u vic- 



tories over the ChrifKans in other 
parts. Being for his great merit 
chofen king of Poland in 1673, 
he, the following year, with 
fmall armies, gave the Turks fo 
great overthrows near Leopold, 
Choczun, and in other places, 
that the vizir Coproli reprefent- 
ed to the fultan the neceiiity of 
granting him all the conditions 
he required, telling him that Po- 
land was invincible fo long as 
the arm and fortune of Sobiefki 
fought for it. The emperour 
had refufed to fend him fuccours 
in thefe wars, into which Poland 
had chiefly been drawn by fup- 
porting the intereft of the houfe 
of Auftria againft the infidels, 
and their allies in Tranfylvania. 
King John had alfo received 
from him feveral affronts. Yet, 
on this occ.:fion, he thought of 
nothing but what he owed to an 
ally, to all Chriflendom, and to 
God himfelf, and with all pof- 
fible expedition marched towards 
Auflria at the head of twenty- 
four thoufand chofen men. He 
joined the duke of Lor rain near 
Ollerbrun, c roiled the Danube 
at Tala, led his army through 
the narrow paflages which the 
enemy might eafily have guard- 
ed, and lei zed upon the moun- 
tains near Vienna, and on the 
caiHeof Clarembcrg, which com- 
mands the whole country. The 
Chrillinn army encamped, on 
the eleventh of September, on 
the tops o( thefe mountains, and 
refiLd that whole day, that they 
mi;»ht be Jitter for action. 'Plus 
iriteival was chiefly employed in 
exercifcii of devotion. On the 
twelfth, early in the morning. 

k iu£ 
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Our fupplications for the divine mercies, and our thankfgiv'mgs 
for benefits received will only thus be rendered acceptable* By 

I i i 3 no 



king John, with the duke of 
JLorrain, heard mafs in St. Leo- 
pold's chapel, at which the king 
ferved himfelf, holding his arms 
ftretched out in the form of a 
crofs all the time, except when 
it was neceflary to employ them 
5n miniftring to the p.iefL He 
received the holy communion, 
and after mafs the blelling which 
the prieft gave to him and to the 
whole army. Then riling from 
his knees he faid aloud : 4£ Let 
14 us now march to the enemy 
* f with an entire confidence in 
f the protection of heaven, un- 
ci der the affured patronage of 
«■ the B. Virgin." The body of 
the army was commanded by 
the electors of Bavaria and Sax- 
ony, and prince Waldeck : the 
right wing by the king of Po- 
land, and the left by Charles 
duke of Lorrain. In this order 
they made a defcent upon the 
Turks, whom they attacked on 
three fides, in the abfence of 
Teckeli, whom the vizir had fent 
into Hungary The different 
polls feized by the infidels were 
covered with inundations ; but, 
notwithstanding this advan- 
tage, they were driven from 
them, and by noon Sobiefki was 
mailer of all the higher ground, 
and prepared to fall upon ihe 
quarters of the Grand Vizir. 
Muftapha, all this while, making 
a jell of the nifault, was drink- 
n g coifcve in his tent with his 
two ions, and the Cham of Tar- 
tar}'. He contented himfelf with 
Jo mlin k a body of troops to the 
cnoaiHtme t on ihe iide of (. la- 
rembetg, and declined givin,; 
any ainitanceto h;b k;;rie, though 



attacked by the whole imperial 
army. Whilft his troops were 
driven from hill to hill, he kept 
about him one hundred and fifty 
thoufand men to be as it were 
fpe&ators of the combat, and 
waited in a flate of infenfibility, 
as if it had been to deliver into 
the hands of Sobiefki the im- 
menfe wealth he had brouo-hc 
with him from Turky, and the 
plunder he had gathered in hi* 
march. A miftaken confidence 
blinded him, and concealed hi* 
danger from him : but as foon a$ 
he law the flandards of Sobiefki 
fo near him, he palTed from one 
extreme of prefumption to ano- 
ther of terrour and confternation. 
His courage forfook him, and 
he had no llrength left but to fly. 
With him the whole Turkifh ar- 
my fled in the utmoit diforder. 
The Germans fir It entered the 
camp, they being neareft to it. 
The king reached it by fix in the 
evening, and before night there 
was not a Turk to be feen. The 
conquerours found immenfe 
riches. Sobiefki wrote to his 

queen v that the Grand Vizir had 
made him his fole executor. The 

great itandard that was found in 
the Grand Vizir's tent, made of 
the hair of a feahorle wrought 
with a needle, and embroidered 
with flower* and Arabick fgures, 
the enqvrour caufed afterward 
to be hung up in the g'cat church 
at Vienmi. I le lout to Rome, 
as a prefent lo pope Innocent 
XI. the ilandaid of Mahomet, 
which was crecle I in the middle 
of the camp, near the Grand 
Vi/.ii\s tent. It was of gold bro- 
cade noun a red ground, with a 

rim 
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no other means can \yc deferve the blefling of God, or be re- 
commended to it by the patronage of his holy mother. To 

the 



rim of filvcr and green, and a 
border ornamented with Aiabick 
letters. The Tuiks left behind 
them all their artillery, confin- 
ing of one hundred and fourfcore 
pieces of heavy ordnance. This 
great victory ib fa id to have coil 
the Chriftians no more than fix 
hundred men. T he Grand Vi- 
zir owed his ruin to his fenfelefs 
confidence, by which he neg- 
lected to guard the paiies c f Cla- 
remberg, vhcioully to prefs the 
fiege, to behave with vigilance, 
and addrefs in the engagement, 
or to conquer Javarin te/ore he 
attacked Vienna, wh : ch omifTion 
was a ftep ccr.r-ary to all the 
known rules of the art of war. 
But this was a fpecial effecl of a 
merciful providence, which alfo 
infpired the Chriftians with won- 
derful couj age and prudence, and 
protected the city from many 
imminent dangers, efpecially 
from the following fatal acci- 
dent. The (lately and rich church 
of the Scots in Vienna was con- 
fumed by fire, and the flames 
reached the arfenal in which 
the powder and ammunition were 
laid up. Had this magazine been 
blown up, a breach had been 
made in the ram nam, and the 
city would have fallen a prey to 
the furious enemy. Rut the flame 
flopped on a hidden of itfelf, 
and the citizens had time enoiu'h 
to remove the powder and am- 
CTUinki.m. 'This happened on 
the \cvA\ of the A ffump! ion of 
e>:iv l.ady, whole patronage the 
faithful moft earne/My implored 
in this time of diilrcfs, in iinira- 
t'on of St. Pius V. before the 
hUule of Leprmto. 



Sobiefki, after his viclory, up- 
on his entrance into Vienna, went 
directly, and preiented himfelf 
be. f ore the altar, to return thanks 
to -God, and joined in the c le 
DiUT/i that was lung, with his 
countenance fixed upon the 
ground, and with the moit Hvely 
expremVns of humility, grati- 
tude and devotion. In the ftreets, 
whilft the people were bulled in 

proclaiming his praifes. and look- 
ing upon him with afloniihnient, 
the king attributed the whole 
fi-.ccefs nf his arms to God.* The 
empcrour returned into his capi- 
tal on the fourteenth day of the 
fame month, and afTifted at a fe- 
cond TeDeumi but by his haughty 
behaviour towards his deliverer 
feemed to think it beneath him 
to acknowledge fo ^reat an obli- 
gation. However, he afterward 
excufed himfelf by a letter to the 
young prince James Sobiefki, 
who attended his father, faying, 
that the remembrance of his pair, 
dangers, and the fight of the 
prince to whom he owed his pre- 
servation, had made at once fo 
great an impreffion upon hiin, 
as to render hii;. in a manner in- 
fenfible. Sobiefki had too much 
greatnefs of foul to take notice of 
vain ceremonials, or punctilios of 
courts, and with his Poles purfued 
the Ottoman army. He came 
up with then near Gran, at the 
fort and bridge of Bark ham up- 
on the Danube, but being over- 
powered by numbers was repulfed 
with fome lofs. The Turk.- think- 
ing he had been flain in this en- 
gagement, took courage, and 
prepared themfelves to deflroy 

his whole army. But two d ay n 

after j, 
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the invocation of Jefus it is a pious and wholfefomc practice to 
join our application to the Virgin Mary, that through her in- 
ter ceifi on we may more eafily and more abundantly obtain the 
effects or" our petitions. In this fenfe devout fouls pronounce, 
with great affection and confidence, the holy names of Jefua, 
and Mary. I i i 4 



after, on the eleventh of Octo- 
ber, the king fell upon them 
with fuch courage, and in fo good 
o.rder, that they were entirely 
routed, and loft on that day 
twelve thousand men. Sobiefki 
wrefted feme places out of the 
hands of the infidel! in Hungary, 
beat forty thoufand Turks and 
Tartars near Filgrotin, and re- 
turned to Warfaw crowned with 
laur.els. In 1686 he led a vic- 
torious army through Moldavia, 
and many other countries fubjecl 
to the Turks, over whom he 
gained feveral advantages; and 
though Canterair, the perfidious 
Hofpodar, contrary to his trea- 
ty, fxded with the infidels, the 
king was every where 'fcccefsful, 
and conducted his army fafe 
home through deferts, rocks, 
woods, narrow lanes, and over 
part of the Krapack mpuntains, 
with fo much (kill and o^der, as 



to outdo the famous retreat of the 
ten thoufand Greeks from Periia. 
Yet this great king was treated 
with ingiatitude both by the em- 
perour and his own fubjecu. He 
died of a dropfy in the year 1696, 
of his age feventy two. The 
victories of Spbieflii over the 
Turks faved Chriitendom. The 
houfe of Auitria have from thac 
time gained great advantages 
over them by the bravery and 
conduct of feveral renowned ge- 
nerals, namely, Charles duke of 
Lorrain, Maximilian duke of 
Bavaria, prince Lewis of Baden, 
and prince Eugene of Savoy. 
The Turks yielded to the empe- 
rour Leopold the greatcit part of 
Hungary by the peace of Car- 
lowitz in 1698. See Abba Des 
Fontaines, Mr. Savage, and F. 
Barre, Hi ft . d'AIlemagnc, T. 10. 
Vienna obfefftu &c. 
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SS. GoRGONluis, DOROTHEUS and 

Companions, MM. 

* 

From Laft. L dc Mort. Perfec. & L 6. Liflit. Eafcb. I 8. 

A. D. 304. 

DOROTHEUS was firft chamberlain to the emperour 
Dioclefian ; Gorgonius and Peter were under-chamber- 
lains. Xhey were the three principal eunuchs of the palace, 
had fometimes borne the weight of the moft difficult affairs of 
ftate, and been the fupport both of the empercur and of his 
court. When the palace of Nicomedia was fet on fire, pro- 
bably by the contrivance of Galerius, who unjuitly charged 
the Chriftians with it, Dorotheas, with Gorgonius, and feve- 
ral others under his dependence, were very cruelly tortured, 
and at length ftrangled. Peter having refufed to facrifice, was 
hung up naked in the air, and whipped on all parts of his 
body. After the executioners had torn his flefii in fuch a 
' manner that the bones ftarted out, without being able to ihake 
his conflancy, they poured fait and wine into his wounds ; 
then had a gridiron brought, and a fire made?, on which they 
broiled him as we do meat, telling him at tlx: fame time, that 
he fhould continue in that condition if he would not obey : but 
he was rcfolute to the Jail, and died under the tortuie. The 
bodies of Sr. Dorotheas and his companions were can! into 
the fea, by an order of DiorMi.ui, Iclt the Chriftians fhouid 
woiihip them as gods, as Kufebius mniiions : which miiiake 
of the Heathens could only aiife fiom the veneration which 
Chriftians paid to the relicks of martyrs. The martyr Gorgo- 
nius, whole name was famous at Rome, feeins different from 
the former. The Liherian odendar pubJifhud by Jiucheriuu 
mentions his tomb on the Lavican way, and he was honoured 
with an office in the facramentaiy of pope Gelaiius. Sigebeit 
in his chronicle, on the year J 64, Rabanus Maurus in hh 

mat tyrology and others, relate thai St. Chrodc^ang obtained 

iiom 
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from Rome, of pope Paul, the relicks of St. Gorgonius, and 
enriched with that treafure his great monaftery of Gorze fituated 
two leagues from Mets. Among the poems of pope Damafus 
is an epitaph on St. Gorgoni (1). 

The martyrs (hew by exatmple, that a true Chriflian is in- 
vincible in virtue and fortitude : for as St. Gregory Nazianzcix 
fays, he looks upon misfortunes and croiles as the feeds of the 
moft heroick virtues ; therefore he exults in adverllty. Tor- 
ments do not difcompofe the ferenity of his countenance ; much 
lefs do they change the fteadfaftnefs of his heart. Nothing is 
able to pull him down : every thing yields to the magnanimity 
and wifdom of this philofopher. If he is ftripped of the: goods 
and conveniences of life, he has wings to raife him even to 
heaven. He flies even to the bofom of God who abundantly 
makes him amends for all, and is to him all things. He is in 
the world with a body as it he were a pure fpirit. In the mid ft 
of pafiions and fufferin^s he is as invincible as if ho were im - 
partible : he lets himfelf be vanquifned in every thing cxo. pt in 
courage, and where he fuhmits, he triumphs by humility, pa- 
tience and conftancy, even in torments and in death it felt". Do 
we maintain this character even under the light trials we meet 
with ? 

(1) Domas. Carm. 14. p. 156. 
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From his life in Ma hi lion T. 2. J£I. Bcned />. 629. writ fcitv 
or fifty years after his death hy one -who received the account of his 
actions from pcrjons who vjrrc prcjmt at his death. //r -ivwi.' 
In- fore the incur Jims of the Norman* H at winch tune the reliiAw '.t 
the faint -were carried from our Lady s at New Siihin to h! >'>'*• »' y 
-whence they -were brought hack to St. fJertin's, not to our ]..<, 
Another life of St. O/ucr, com file J hy the monk h oh and r* t'e 
eleventh age y ivith that of St. Berlin, ii j'Un'fhed by I'u. :,v, 



Fleury I. 38. ?i. 30. ar.d L 39. ;/. 45. 

A. IX 668. 

T. O M E R, failed in Latin Audomanis, was the nulv 
ion of Kriulph at d Domicilii., pulsus oi i<ul»!e * vtivi turn, 
and polll'lied a plentiful loitune, in the tfinini) nl ( \ -nit a: j. r, 

now an impel ial town in hwaiua nv.ai Switz.-r:.. The 

t ! JOH" hi > 
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thoughts of his parents were wholly taken up in him, and his 
education was their chief care* Though they applied hirn to 
the Rudy of human literature, their principal aim was to trail* 
him up in the molt perfect maxims and practice of virtue and 
religion. The faint made the moft .happy progrefs, and his 
father (charmed with his virtue, and moved by his feeling dif- 
Qoiirfcs on the great truths of ete rnal novation) upon the death 
of his wife Domitiila, fold his efrate, diftri bated the price of his 
whole fubftancc among the poor? and accompanied his foil to 
the monaflery of Luxeu, iituate in the diocefs of Befanzon, 
St, Euitaiius who had fucceeded St. Columban, the founder, 
in the government of that houfc, received them kindly 7 and 
they both made their religious profrffion together with great 
fervour. The humility, obedience^ mildnefs and devotion, ac- 
companied with an admirable purity of manneis, which ihonc 
forth in every action of Omer, diltinguifhed him among h* 
brethren in that houfe of faints. His proficiency in facred lite- 
rature was very remarkable, and his reputation fprcad over the 
whole kingdom. The city of Tarvanne or Teroucnne, the 
capital of the ancient Morini in Belgick Gaul, had been long 
without a paflorj and that extenfivc diocefs, which contained 
prcat part of what is now called Lower Picardy, Artois and 
Flanders, was overrun with the thorns of vice and errour, 
when king Dagobcrt, at the fnggeftion of feveral zealous per- 
fons, looked about his dominions for a perfon every way the 
beft qualified for that important charge. The abbey of Luxeu 
was at that time the moll flourifhing fchool of learning and 
piety in all France, and a fruitful feminary of holy prelates. 
In it St. Omer whs pointed out as a perfon the moil capable 
of this arduous employment, and propofed as fuch to the king 
by St. Acarius, biihop of Noyon and Tournay. The choice 
was applauded by that prince, and alfo by the bifhops and 
nobility of the whole kingd ;m. St. Omer had been happy in 
his retreat above twenty years, when he was torn by violence 
from the pleafure of his folitude. Upon receiving the menage 
with a fevere command to obey without demur, lie cried out ; 
*' How great is the difference between the fecure harbour in 
cc which I now enjoy a fwect calm, and that tcmpeftuous ocean 
cc into which I am puttied, again ft my will, and deftitutc of 
tfc experience." The deputies without liflcning to the objec- 
tions which his humility formed againft the choice, pre fen tc J 
him tc/ the bifhops, by whom he was obliged to receive the 
imifeopal character, toward the clofe of the year 636. 

The humility with which the faint entered upon this weighty 

charge drew down upon his njifliom the mult abundant bleifings 

if 
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of heaven. Affiduous prayer was hjs comfort and fupport un- 
der his. labours, and he confecrated all his thoughts to the obli- 
gations of his mioiftry, and by his endeavours the fpirit of piety 
ibon began to reign where that of the world and the devil had 
before prevailed. .Much the greateft part of the inhabitants of 
this large diocefs were ftill flaves to fuperftition and the worfbip 
of idols, though /everal holy prelates had taken no fmall pains 
for their converiion. The completing that great and difHculc 
work was referved for our faint, who, affiitcd by the powerful 
grace of God, threw down their idols, demolifhed their tem- 
ples, and inftrucred the deluded people in the faving doctrine 
of eternal life. It was the firft part of his paftoral care, to re- 
cftablifh faith in its purity among the few Chriftians he found ; 
for St. Fufcian and St. Qiiintin had preached there, and St. 
Antimund who was ordained by St. Remigius firft bifhop of 
the Moiini or of Tarvanne, or Terouanne, about the year 
500, had left a little church, but through a want or neglect of 
pallors afterward, even the Chriftians were fallen into a frrange 
corruption of manners. St. Omer found their reformation a 
talk no lels difficult than the converfion oi" the idolaters. Yet 
fucli was the fuccefs of his labours, that he left his diocefs not 
inferior to thofe that were then molt flouri filing in France. 
Thoucji his difcourfes were full of a divine fire which could 
fcarcc be refitted, his exemplary life preached {till more power- 
fully ; for it was nor eafy for men to rejecT: a religion which 
they faw produce fo many good works, animate men with fo 
divine a temper, and fuch a fpirit of devotion towards God, 
and of meeknefs, humility and beneficence toward all men, 
whether friends or enemies. It made many lay thcmfclvcs out 
continually in redeeming captives, feeding the poor, comfort- 
ing the fick, reconciling enemies, and ferving every one with- 
out any other view than that of promoting their eternal falva- 
tion, and the glory of God. This was the character of out- 
holy bifhop and his fellow-labourers who were employed under 
his direction. The chief among thefe were St. Mommolin, 
St. Bcrtin and St. Kbcrtran monks whom St. Omer invited to 
his aifiirancc from Luxcu. He founded the abbey in Sithiu, 
now called St. Eertin\s in 654, in which he applied the monks 
not only to manual labour, but many among them to ("acred 
Undies $ fo that this famous abbey became one of the greatest 
luminaries of facrcd Jeaaning in France, and was pollelled of a 
very largo and curious library in the eleventh and twelfth 
centuries (1), at which time Schools were dtablifhed in all the 

(1) Sec Marterme Anccdet. T. 3. p. 59.1, 65Z, 66?. 
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priories dependent cf this monaftery. Several immediate dif- 
ciples of St. Benin were perfons eminently learned. St. Omer 
alfo built the church of our Lady at Sithiu, with a fmall mo- 
naftery adjoining, and a burial-place for the monks of St. Ber- 
lin's or Old Sithiu. The author of his life recounts many 
miracles performed by him. In his old age he was blind fome 
years before his death ; but that afll'i&ion made no abatement 
In his paftoral concern for his flock. When St. Aubert, bifhop 
of Arras and Carnbray^ tranflated the relicksof St. Vedaft from 
the cathedral to the monaftery which he had built in his honour ; 
St. Omer and St. Lambert, bifhop of Tongres, afliited ac that 
ceremony in 667, and the former is related to have recovered 
his Tight for a fhort time on that occafion. St. Omer was called 
to receive the reward of his labours about the year 668. His 
body was buried by St. Bertin at our Lady's church, which is 
now the cathedral. The monaftery of St. Bertin's fome time 
after got poflefiion of his relicks ; but reftored the faint's head 
to the cathedral, where it is kept in a rich fhrine (a). 

On the fame DAY 

St. Kieran, Abbot. St. Kieran, furnamed the Younger, to dif- 
tinguifh him from another faint of the fame name, who lived co- 
temporary with St. Patrick, was a carpenter's ion, and converted 
by hearing a paflage of the gofpel read at church. He put himfclf 
under the discipline of St. Finian, who admiring his great profi- 
ciency and fervour foretold that half the monalteries of Ireland 
would receive a rule from him. St. Kieran afterward founded a 
numerous monallery in the ifle of Jnis-Aingean, which was bellowed 
on him by king Dcrmitiu . Committing the government of this 
ho ufe to another, he built, by the liberality of the lame king, an- 
other great monaftery and ichool in V\ cll-Meath, called Cluain- 
Micnois, on the river Shannon, which foon became a bifliop'a 
fee. probably in the life-time of the faint. The bifhopnek of 
Cluncs is now united to that of Meath. The monaitick rule, or, 

as 



{*) '\ lie village of Sithiu by 
means of this abbey grew into a 
town, which was encompafled 
with a wall by Fulco, the eigh- 
teenth Abbot, who afterwards 
fuccecded Hincmar in the archi- 
tpifcopal fee ot Rhcims. The 
eity of Tarv.anne having revolted 
n.) the French it.s ancient mailers, 
was utterly deilroyed by Chailes 

V. in 1 'I he biihop rc- 



rired to Boulogne, which became 
the cpifcopal tee lor that part of 
the diocefh which was then fub- 
jeci to France. The red of it 
was divided into two other dio- 
ccfle^. thofe of St. Omer ami 
Ypres, which wcie created fix 
yeais afer in 1559- *>ee Ciuic- 
ciardini't Defer. Bt/vii. Grainavc 
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as it is called in the annals of TJlfter, the Law of Kieran y was very 
auftere. This faint died on the gth of September, in 549, and was 
honoured as chief patron of Connaught in the fame manner as 
St. Brigit was of Leinfter. — See his Ac~b quoted by Uflier dntiq. 
p. 471. 
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St. NICHOLAS of Tolentino 

an Auftin Friar. 



From bis life written by one of the fame Order, extant In Surius. 

A. D. 1306. 

f TPHIS faint received his furname from the town which 
*■ was his fixed refidence for the moft confiderable part of 
his life, and in which he died. He was a native of St. An- 
gelo, a town near Fermo, in the Marca of Ancona, and was 
born about the year 1239. His parents were of mean con- 
dition in the world, but rich in virtue, and he was reputed the 
fruit of their prayers and a devout pilgrimage to the fhrine of 
St. Nicholas of Bari, in which his mother efpecially, who whs 
then ftricken in years, had carneftly begged of God a fori who 
(hould faithfully ferve him. At his baptifm he received the 
name of his patron, and appeared by his towardly difpofitiniH 
from his infancy to be prevented by an extraordinary fliarc of 
divine grace. In his childhood he fpent whole hours together 
at his prayers with wonderful application of his mind to God, 
and he heard the divine word with the urmofr eaireinefs* and 
with a modefty which charmed all who favv him. He had jl 
tender love for the poor, and ufed to conduct home thofe that 
he met, in order to divide with them whatever he had for his 
own fubfiftence. From his infancy he made it a cardinal 
maxim to renounce all fuperfluities, praflikd great mortifica- 
tions, and from his tender age contracted a habit of faiiimv 
three days a week, namely, on Wednefdays, Kndavs and Si 
turdays : to which when he was grown up* he added Mon- 
days, allowing himfclf on thefe clays only one reflection, and 
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that of bread and water. From his very infancy he Teemed 
exempt from the weaknefles and pailions to which children are 
generally liable : his greater! pleafure was in reading good 
books, in his devotions and in pious converfation , and his 
heart was always in the church. His parenu neglected nothing 
that was in their power to improve his gen ins and happy dif- 
po/itions. In his fludies as his parts' were quick, his apprehen- 
Jaons lively, and his memory and judgment (hong, fo his pro- 
grefs was rapid. He was yet a young fludcnr, when for his 
inordinary merit, he was preferred to a canonry in our Sa- 
viour's church. This fituation was extremely agreeable to Ins 
inclination, as by it he was always employed in the divine 
fervice. But he afpired to a frate which would allow hint to 
confecrateiiis whole time and- thoughts directly to God, with- 
out inter.' uptions or avocations. Whilfr. he was in this dif- 
pofition a fermon preached by an Auftin Friar or Hermit, on 
the vanity of .the world, determined him to take a refolution 
abfolntely to quit the world, and to embrace the Order of that 
holy preacher. This he executed without lofs of time, enter- 
ing himfelf a religious man in the convent of that Order of 
Tolentino, a An all town in the ecclefiafrical fiatc. He went 
through his novitiate under the direction cf the preacher him- 
felf, and made his profeiTion before he had completed, the eigh- 
teenth year of his age. His humility made him look on all his 
brethren as fo many fuperiours, and he ftudicd in all things 
as much as poflible to do the will of every one, that he might 
the more perfectly learn to deny his own, and the love of humi- 
liations gave him a particular affection for the mean eft and mod 
mortifying employments in the houfe, and he embraced what- 
ever was moft painful and abject with the greater! pleafure. 
Such was the unalterable fwectnefs of his temper, and the 
equality of his mind that he never betrayed the lcaft impatience 
or irregularity of humour : a mark of the conitant tranquillity 
of his foul, and the perfect victory which he had gained over 
himfelf. His extraordinary falls and auftcrities fhewed that 
he looked on his body as a conflant enemy to his foul The 
difciplincs and iron girdles with which he aril idled it, are (hewn 
to this clay in his convent. His ordinary food was only coarfe 
tread with pulfc or herbs j his bed was the bare floor, with a 
ilone for his pillow. In obedience to his general he once in 
time of ficknefs took a mouthful of flcfli-mcat : but imme- 
diately begged with tears that iince he had fatisiied his precept, 
he might be allowed not to cat any more: to which the gene- 
ral alien ted. flc was fent futccftively to feveral convents 

c#f his Order at Rccanati, Maccrata, and others : 141 that 
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of Cingolc he was ordained prieft by the bifhop "of Ofimo. 
From which time, if he feemed an angel in his other actions, 
he appeared like a feraph at the altar 5 fo wonderfully did the 
divine fire which burnt: in his bread, mamfeft itfelf in hfs 
countenance, and fweet tears flowed in fl reams from his eyes. 
Devout pcrfons ftrove every day tr> affilt at his mafs as at a fa- 
crifice offered bv the hands of a faint. In the fee ret communi- 
cations which paiic-.l between his pure foul and (iod in con- 
templation, especially after he had been employed at the altar 
or hi the confeffional, he feemed already to enjov a kind of 
anticipation of the delights ot heaven. The laft thirty years of 
his life he refuied at Tolcndno, and his ze d for the falvation or 
fouls produced there wonderful fruit. He preached aim oft every- 
day, and his fermor.s were always iignalizcd by remarkable 
conversions. His exhortations whether in the confcffional or 
in jjivins; catechifm were always fuch as reached to the heart, 
and left la'ting falutary imprefuons on thofe that heard him. 
What time could be fpared from thofe charitable functions, he 
fpent in prayer and contemplation. He was favoured with 
villous, and wrought feveral miraculous cure?. J'\>r the exer- 
cife of his virtue he was long arRicted with divers painful dif- 
tcmpcrs. His holy death happened on the 10th of September, 
in 1306, or as others fay in 1308, and he was canonized by 
.Eugenius IV. in 1446. His body was buried in the church of 
his convent at Tolencino, in a chapel in which he ufed to fay 
mafs, and his tomb there is held in veneration. 

The faints, how much foever they had fubducd their paffians, 
and ftrengthened thcmfclves in habits of all virtues, always 
watched with extraordinary vigilance over all their words and 
aciions, and every motion of their hearts, knowing this life to 
he a fiate of perpetual watiare and danger. To prevent all at- 
tacks from the enemy, it is the duty of a Chriftian to be al- 
ways provided, and in time of peace to cxpeiSfc his return : 
this difpofition will contribute to keep him at adiftanccj and a 
neglect of it will certainly invite him to take advantage of our 
fupine lloth, and by fubtlc firatapems or by open force eafily 
to overthrow us at unawares. l)y frequent ft. If- examination, 
the practice of fclf-dcnial, the difpofitions of humble fear and 
compunction, and by watchfu hiefs againft all otvajions of dan- 
ger, we muft continually be armed, and ready to ropulfe him : 
if we leave the avenues of our foul open or unguarded, and 
truft him within our gatc'* 9 he enters fmoothly, but like a cau- 
ser brings death. 
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St. PULCHERIA, V. Emprefs. 

Fro?n So%omen I- 9. Theodoras Left or ^ the Pajcbal Chronicle of 
Alexandria^ &c. See arnongft the ?noderns Tillemont T. 15. 
and cfpeciaily Orfi. 

TT N this incomparable princefs virtue mone forth on the impe- 
rial throne in the brighter!: luftre, and {hewed itfelf equally- 
happy in itfelf, aud equally invincible, in the trials of ad ver- 
ity and thofe (which are ufually more dangerous) of flattering 
profperity. This emprefs Pulcheria was grand-daughter to 
'JTheodoiius the Great, and daughter to Arcadius, emperour 
of the Eait, and his wife Eudoxia. She was born in 399, and 
had three fifters, Flaccilla who was the eldeft, but died foon, and 
Arcadia and Marina who were younger than Pulcheria. Ar- 
cadius was a weak prince, always governed by his wife and his 
eunuchs: he reigned thirteen yeats and three months, from 
the death of his father Theodofius, and died on the iftof May, 
in the year 408, having lived thirty -one years and fome months. 
He left his fon eight years old, and appointed for his minifter 
and tutour Anthemius, one of the wifeft men in the empire, 
who had been a conftant friend to St. Aphraates and St. Chry- 
foflom. St. Pulcheria was only five years old when (he loft her 
mother, and nine when fhe loft her father; but foi her pru- 
dence and piety fhe was fiom her infancy the miracle of the 
world. On the 14th of July, in 414, though only fifteen 
years of age, (he was declared, in the name of her young- 
brother, Augufta and partner witli him in the imperial dignity, 
and charged with the care of his in(iru£lion, though but two 
years older than him. Her wifdom, capacity and fcdatcncls, 
in which fhc far exceeded any 0/ her age, fuppJied her want 
of experience. To cultivate her brother's mind, and give him 
an education fuiiabk; to hib rank, lhe placed about him the 
mod learned and virtuous makers, and made it her haft con ■ 
(on to mil ill into him lentunents of religion and piety, heiu«»; 
feniihh* that all other cjuaiiheations arc iWcle/s and often danger- 
ous \\ h» n not guided hy ihefe piinciples. She taught him to 
)>iav with ;m ( ai devotion, to i«;\v the places oi ill vine worfhip, 
and t.'huvca ^icat /a.v.J iji the ca'.hohck church and its holy 

ducltine. 
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do6f.rine» Whatever was valuable in that prince was, under 
God, owing toPulcberia, and if fne did not make him greater* 
all agree that nothing was wanting on her fide. She alfo Cook 
care of the education of her two furviving fillers, who to the 
end of their lives endeavoured to tread in her fteps. Out of 
a motive of perfect virtue (not out of views of prudent po- 
licy left fuitors for marriage mould embroil the {late) at fifteen 
years of age fhe made a publick vow of virginity, and induced 
her fillers to do the fame. They had a thine in all her em- 
ployments except thofe that regarded the [fate : they eat toge- 
ther, were united in all acTts of devotion and charity, and 
what time was not devoted to excrcifes of piety, and to ufeful 
ftudies, they employed in working tapeftry or embroidery. Pul- 
cheria only ab fen ted herfelf when flic was obliged to attend upon 
bufinefs of the ft ate, finding a folitudein the palace itt&\^ The 
penitential aufcerities which fhe practifed, were fuch as feemcd 
rather to fuit a reclufe than one who lived in a court. A^en were 
denied entrance in her's and her filters apartments for avoiding 
the leaft fufpiclon or madow of danger : and fhe never faw or 
fpoke to any man but in publick places. The impciial palace, 
under her direction, was as regular as a monaftery. Opon all 
emergencies, in imitation of Mofes, fitae -conlulted heaven by 
devout prayer; then liftened to the advice of able counfcllois 
before {lie took any refoluiion in matters of weight. The 
imperial council was, through her d i fee rn merit, compofed of 
the wifeft, moii virtuous, and mo ft experienced peifons in the 
empire ; yet in deliberations all of them readily acknowledged 
the fuperiority of her judgment and penetration. Her reloiu- 
tions were the refult of the mo ft mature conuderation, and {he 
took care herfelf that all onlcrs mould be executed with incre- 
dible expedition, though alv/avh in the name of her brother, 
to whom flic gave the honour and reputation of all fhe did. 
She was herieil well {killed in Jic Gr^-dc and L.\i'<\ tongues, in 
hiftory and other ulelul branches of Iheiauuv j and was, as everv 
one mult be who is endowed with jo'-atmls of foul, and a ju it 
idea of the dignity of the human mmd, tlie deed tied palronrb 
ot the fciences, and of both (lie ufefu) and polite ;uts, V:\v 
horn making lelunon lubfei "ieni in policy, a.l Jiei view:, and 
projects weie regulated by lh;it viiiue; and by this the hip- 
pineis of her governm. nt. wa.» con.rl. o.. ole- prevented by 
her ptudence all ivvoks which amid;, on, jealoidy, oi envy 
miglit ilir up to di(luri) the t r:u k i i 1 1 it v ol the i huu h or Hate ; 
file cemented a firm peace with all m i;»!:hou. in-* poweis, and 
aboiiihed the wretched remains oJ uioLtiy in leveial |.u( . 
Vul. ill. Kkk Ne\,f 
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Never did virtue reign in the oriental empire with greater 
luftre, never was the ftate more happy or moie flourifhing, nor 
was its name ever more refpecled even among the barbarians, 
than whilft the reins of the government were in the hands of 
Pulcheria. 

Theodoflus was twenty years old when it was thought pro- 
per for him to marry, and by the advice of Pufcheria, he 
pitched upon Athenais, the daughter of an Athenian philofo- 
pher, who had given her an excellent education, but had difinhe- 
rited her. She came to court to procure his will to be made void 
on that account, and by her beauty, genius and uncommon 
accomplifhments, railed the admiration of every one, info- 
much that the empercur judged her moif worthy to be made 
his confort. She was ftrli: baptized, for fhe had been brought 
up an idolater. Her name Athenais being derived from Athena 
or Minerva, fhe changed it into that of Eudocia, and Theodofius 
was married to her on the 7th of June, 42 r. Two years af- 
ter, in 423, he declared her Augufra. This marriage made 
no alteration in the ftaie, the chief adminiflration being frill 
entrufted to Pulcheria, till the eunuch Chryfaphius, a great 
favourite with the emperour, prepofiefled Eudocia againft her, 
•who had been long mortified at the great fway her fitter had 
in the government. In 431, Neftorius was condemned in the 
council of Ephefus. Chryfaphius and Eudocia were indefatigable 
in their intrigues and practices. to ruin Pulcheria ; and the em- 
perour (whole misfortune was fupinc indolence, and weaknefs 
of undcrft anding) after having been long deaf to their infinua- 
tions, at length was Co far worked upon as to give heartily 
into all that they faid againft her. Upon their fuggeftion he 
fent an order to St. Flavian, bifhop of Conftantinople, to 
make her a dcaconefs of his church. The good prelate waited 
on the emperour, and urged cogent rcafons agai nil the propo- 
fal. Finding the prince resolutely bent on (he thing, he went 
home, promifing to return to court at an appointed time: but 
he fiilt lent a private meflage to Pulcheria, defiring her to take 
care to be out of the way 'Fhe princefs undei flood by this 
hint the contrivance of her enemies, and retiied to a country- 
feat in the plains of Hehdomon, with a refolution of fpending 
the remainder of her days in filencc and holy retirement. 
This happened in the year 447. 'Fhe confequences of this re- 
moval were mod; unhappy both to the emperour, and to the 
ftate and church : for the eunuch and emprefs, out of revenge, 
pcrfecutcd St. Flavian, patronized Eutyches the hercfiarctj 
whom he had condemned, and fupported Diofcorus and other 

Eutychians in the moll outrageous adts of fury and violence in 

the 



Sept 9- St. P u ten lr i a, V. Eniprefl 83 j 

the Latrocinale of Jiphefus in 449. Theodofius himfelf was 
prevailed upon blindly to publtfh an edi£t, declaring an appro- 
bation of all theie proceedings, and of the fee on d council of 
Ephefus, as he ftyied the violent aiTembly of Diofcorus and the 
other furious hcretieks, ufually called the Latrocinale or afiem- 
bly of robbers. Pulcherza looked upon her retreat as a favour 
of heaven, and in it fhe confecrated all her time to God in 
prayer, contemplation and the exercife of good works- She 
made no complaints of her brother's ingratitude, of the em- 
prefs who owed every thing to her, or of their unjufr. minifters. 
Plerdefire was both to forget the world and to be forgotten by it, 
efleeming herfelf moft happy in having no other bufmefs on 
her hands than that of converfing with God, and meditating 
on divine truths. Nothing could have drawn her from the 
pleafure fhc enjoyed in this fweet fulitude but the dangers 
which threatened the church and ffate, and companion for her 
brother, whofe credulity was fo bafely abufed. Seeing at length 
impiety and malice carried to the higher! pitch., and pretfed by the 
letters of the holy pope St. JLco, fhe boldly went to court, and 
having procured admutance, fpoke in fuch a manner to the 
emperour, that upon the fpot he opened his eyes, faw the brink 
of the precipice to which he had been pufhed bv dcfigiong per- 
fons, difgraced Chryfaphius, banifhed him into an ifiand, and 
caufed him there to be put to death. The emperour was thus 
happily difabufed of his errours a little before his death, which 
happened on the 2Qih of July, in the year 450, the forty - 
ninth of his age, and forty- fir ft of his reign. His widow Eu- 
docia retired into Paleftine, where fhe ended her days. 

St. Pulcheria, by the death of her brother, remained miflrefs 
of the eaflern empire. To ftrcngthen her authority fhe chofe 
a partner in the throne, who was an excellent general, a wife 
ftatefman, very zealous for the catholick faith, exceeding vir- 
tuous, and particularly charitable to the poor. His name wnc 
Marcian ; he • was a native of Illyricum, and a widower. By 
a former marriage he had a daughter named Euphcmia, who* 
married Anthemius, afterward emperour of the Weft, Pul- 
cheria, judging it might be of great advantage to the (late, 
and enhance Marxian's credit and authority, propoieJ to many 
him, on condition flic fhould be at full liberty to preleive her 
vow of virginity. Marcian readily embraced the propnfa) : 
and thefe two great fouls governed together like twofiiend-; 
who had in all things the fame views and fentiments. which all 
centered in the advancement of jeligiun, piety and the publick 
weal. They received favourably, and with gre.it joy, lour le- 
gates fent by St. Leo the (iieat in ( "onihuitinoph and tlwir 
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zeal for the catholick faith dcfervcd the highefl commendations 
of that pope, and of the general council of Chalcedon, which 
under their protection condemned the Eutychian herefy in 451. 
They did their utmoft to have the decrees of this fynod executed 
over all the Eaft, but met with great difficulties in Egypt and 
Paleftine, from the obftinacy of the Euthychians in thofc 
parts. St. Pulcheria wrote hcrfclf two letters, one to certain 
monks, another to an ahbefs of nuns, in Paleftine, to convince 
them that the council of Chalcedon did not revive Neftori an ifm, 
but condemned that crrour together with the oppofite herefy of 
Eutyches (1). This good emprefs built many churches, and 
among the fe, th: ee in honour of the Blefled Virgin, namely, 
that of Biacuerna, that of Chalcopratum, and that of Hode- 
gus (2). In this laft (he placed a famous picture of the 
BlcfTcd Virrin, which the cmorefs Eudocia had fent her from 
Jerufalem, as the work of St. Luke the Evangel ifl: (3^. Hifto- 
rians allure us that volumes would he required to fum up all 
the churches, monafteries, and efpecially the hofpitals which 
St. Pulcheria founded and richly endowed. After difpatching 
publick affairs her whole employment was to pray, read good 
books, and vifit and ferve the poor with her own hands. So- 
zonien relates, that fhe was admonifhed by feveral vifions to 
procure a foJcmn translation to he made of a confiderable part 
of the relicks of the forty martyrs, which fhe inclofed in a 
rich flirine. That hiftorian who was an eyewitnefs to this 
ceremony, makes mention of the extraordinary devotion, with 
which the people applied cloths and handkerchiefs to thofe re- 
licks (4). This good emprefs having been all her life the 
protedtrefs of the church, and the tender mother of the poor, 
flie at her death gave to thefe latter, by her will, all her goods 
or private eflat.es, which were very confiderable in different 
parts of the empire. If we conlider her great actions and he- 
roick virtues, we (hall be perfuaded that the great commenda- 
ations which St. Proclus in his panegyriclc on her, St. Leo, and 
the general council of Chalcedon bellowed on this emprefs, 
were fo Lit from bciu.i; compliments or iirains of eloquence, as 
to fill far fhort of bur extraordinary merit which no words can 
diffidently celebrate. A little before her death fhe hrul fini/iu;d 
the com t of tin: church of St. Laurence, in her own palace, 
which was uf moll' excellent: workmanfnip. She palled 
fmm a tvi;i|v>ral to an ttfrnal crown in 45$, on the 10th oi 
Sepicmbi. i, beiii^ iixiy -ci^ht years and ionic months old. 

Martian 

(0 Cone. C'h;i1rcd par ^. 1 . »S vif. S. Kuthym p. 6". {*) 
</:ir»y, {'•■iilluii hi). c. q. 11. c. ::. 1?) Throdor. LccU)'. 
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Marcian punctually executed her will in favour of the poor, 
and being enriched with the treafuie of his devotion, aim oft 
boundlefs charities and good works, followed hex to immortal 
blifs on the ?.6th of January, 457, aged threefcore and five 
years, having reigned iix and a half. His memory is b J fifed 
for his virtues, and for the great fervices he did religion. Leo, 
a native of Xhrace, was chofen his fuceeflcur in the empire. 
Both .Latins and Greeks celthiate the feafi of St. Pulchersa as 
of a holy virgin. The preient learned pope Benedict XIV* 
expreffes a fingular veneration for her memory. 



On the fame D A V 

SS. Nemesi anus, Felix, Lucius, another Felix, Litteus, 
Poliakus, Victor, J a deli and Dativus, Biihops, with many 
Pricils, Deacons, and other Companions, part Martyrs, part Con- 
feflbrs in Nurnidia. In the fir 11 year m' the eighth general pcrfecu- 
tion, raifed by Valerian, St. 'Cyprian was banilhed hy the procon- 
ful of Carthage to Cuvubis. At the fame time the prefident of 
Numidia (#) proceeded with more feveiity againft the Chriilians, 
tortured many, and afterward put feveral to barbarous deaths, and 
lent others to work in the mines, or rather in quarries of marble, 
for Pliny tells us there were no other in Numidia. Out of this holy 
company fome were frequently culled to be tormented afrefh, or in- 
humanly butchered, whillt others continued their lingering martyr- 
dom in- hunger, .nakednefs and filth, cxhauAed with hard labour, 
and rormerited with daily flripes and perpetual reproaches and infults. 
St. Cyprian wrote from the place of his banifhment to comfort and 
encourage thefc gallant fufferers for their faith (i). He tells them, 
that hearing of their glorious c on flicls lie earnefl'y delircd to wait 
upon them in perfon, and haftcn to their embraces ; but was not 
able, being himfelf in banifhment, and confined to the limits of the 
place appointed for him. He adds: '* Yet in heart and fpirlt I am 
** with you, and my letter mil A .perform the oilice of my ;i>nguc, in 
" cxpretting to you the joy of my loul lor the glory uf your virtues, 
M and the ihare I reckon rnyfeif to have in it, though not by a 
" participation of your iulferings, yet, by ihe communion of ch;w 
" riry. -It is impolitic ior me to he lilent when I hear fuclv 
M glorious things oi my nun ell and dearell friend:,, whom the fa- 

• : iv U k 3 *' vuui - 

(1) Kp. 76. bp. i''(.U\ edition. 



(-/) A goveiuour anions; tin: 
K om a us infeiiour to a pro'on'ul, 
hut who had power of 1 W « - and 
death, was ilyltd a pwiidem. 
Such was the Roman t»,ovi:i nour 

of Paleilino, &e , In 'Africa the 



I'f>man:. h mI only one proconful. 
who rvlided at Carthage, and 
« ouiinaiuLfl in uhut w.i-. calh'd 
l\\c Province or proconsular 
Africa, 'i he vr.her diltiiClj Iijl 
pvchd'-aL^. 
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i4 yourable providence of God hath vouchsafed to honour with fuch. 
'* extraordinary graces ; fome of your happy company having al- 
" ready attained the crown of martyrdom, whilft othersftay yet be- 
*• hind in bonds, or in the mines, and by the delay, of their con- 

fummation, encourage our brethren to follow their example, and 
" & to afpire after like honours with them. Their flow and lingering 
** torments enhance their crowns, and each day of their continuance 

in a iiate of fuiTerins: will entitle them to a diflindt reward. 
v "- That our Lord fhould prefer you to the higheft honours, I can- 
• no: wonder, fi. nee you have all along proceeded in one regular 

and uniform courfe of faith and obedience ; and the church hath 
*' ever found you peaceable and orderly members, diligent and 
*' 4 faithful in the charge committed to you ; careful always of the 
*• poor; vigorous and conltant in defence of the truth; firm and 
" Itrict in your obfervance of her difcipline," (viz. never giving 
into the faction of thofe who encouraged unrcafonable relaxations.) 
i( And to crown your other virtues you now by your example lead 
** on the reft of our brethren to martyrdom. ... As to the entrance 

you made upon your gallant confefiion by being beaten with 
** clubs, Chriftians fhould not fhrink at a club, who have all their 
*' hopes founded in the wood of the crofs, by which they were re- 
*' deemed unto life eternal. A fervant of Chrift difcerns in wood 
" a figure of his falvation, and embraces in it the inftrumenij.by 
f ' which he is preferred to the martyr's glory. . .They have manacled 
*' your feet with fetters marked with infamy; but they cannot 
*' reach your fouls ; and that iron fits rather as an ornament upon 
66 perfons devoted to God. Happy are the feet fo bound, which 
" are moving forward in their blotted journey to paradife, . . . You 
*' have nothing but the ground to receive your weary limbs after 
« £ the labours of the day ; but furely you will not account it a 

punifhinent to lie on the ground with your mailer Chrill. Your 

*« bodies are loath fome and nafty for want of bathing (£) : but your 

*' fpirits arc clean fed in the inner man, proportionally as the flefh. 

?' of the outer fufFers through dii t and filth. Your bread is poor and 

* ' i canty ; but man doth not live by bread alone, but by the word 

*< of God. You are in wane of clothing to keep out the cold ; but 

*' he who hath put on Chrill: is abundantly clothed and adorned. 

' * The hair of your head, when half of it is fliavcd, hath a difmal 

*• and ignomious afpeci (c) ; but nothing can mifbecome a head, 

*• renowned for its adherence to Chrift. How will all thefe de- 

•* fortuities, which make fuch a fliocking appearance in the eye of 

4 * the Gentile world, be recompenfed in eternal glory with honours 

" proportionable to your difgracc !... Neither can your religion 

i'tiller even from chat hard circumllancc, that the priells among 

* 4 you 



if*) Frequent bathing- was ne- 
cellaiy before the ordinary ufc 
of linen, especially in hot coun- 
ti ies. On its advantages and con - 

jjk'unjj fee Sir John Moycr, &c. 



(<•) They were thus ferved at 
the mines, &c. that if they fhould 
efcape, they might be found 

out. See bp. l'dl, and Mr. 
Marlhall, i^id. 
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you have not the liberty, nor the opportunity to offer, and cele- 
brate the divine facrifices (<// ; but you prefent yourielves victims 
to God with the facrifice of a contrite and humbled heart which, 
he will not defpife, and which you ceafe not to offer day and 
night." The holy archbiihop goes on pathetically encouraging 
the confeflbrs to take the cup of falvation with readinefs and alacri- 
ty, and to receive with courage and conllancy that death which is 
precious in the fight of God, who gracioufly looks down upon 
their conflict, approves and aflifts their ardour, and crowns them 
when victorious, recompenfing the virtues which himielf hath 
wrought in them That great faint puts them in mind that their 
crowns would be multiplied by all thofe whom their courage mould 
excite to virtue. Accordingly, 1 ' fays he, " a great number of our 
lay brethren have followed your example, have confeflcd our 
Lord, and Hand thence entitled to a crown with yon ; as being 
united to you in the bonds of an invincible chat icy. and not 
furTering themfelves to be divided from their bifnoi s, either in the 
mines, or in the prifon. Nor are you without the company of 
tender virgins, who move forwards to their crown whh the 
doubled title of virgins and martyrs. Even the courage of chil- 
dren hath approved itfelf beyond their age, and the glory of 
their confertion hath furpaffed their years ; fo that your blefTed 
troop of martyrs hath each, age and fex to adorn it. How ftrong, 
my beloved brethren, is even now the fenfe of your victory ! How 
joyful mult it be to you to confider chateach of you (land in readinefs 
to receive the promifed recompence at the hands of God ; that 
you are fecure of the ifTues of the laft judgment : that Ch rill 
afFordeth you his gracious prefence, and rejoiceth to fee the for- 
titude and patience of his fervants who follow his iteps to their 
joy and crown. You live in daily expectation of being difmifTed 
to your proper home, to your heavenly habitation," &c. The 
confeftbrs thanked St. Cyprian for his letter, which, they fay, had 
alleviated their ftripes and hardfhips, and rendered them infenfible 
of thofe noifom exhalations with which the place of their confine- 
ment abounded They tell him, that by glorioufly con felling his 
faith in the proconful's court, and going before them into baniih- 

K k lc 4 mcnt. 
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(d) This privilege of celebrat- 
ing the Eucharilt or mafs had 
not been denied the confeflors in 
prifon in the former Decian per- 
secution, or ;ii Icaititwau enjoyed 
hy Lhein by Health. For St. Cy- 
prian ordered that a priclr. and a 
deacon Ihould attend upon them 
to offer the holy Kuchurilt every 
day in all their prifons, but that 
the deacon and priell ihould 
every day be changed, that by 
being new faces and perfons they 
mmht not be obferved. The 



holy Eucharift was alfo received 
by the confeflbrs every day. 

(ep. 5. n. 2. ed. Oxon.) St. 

Cyprian who then cau fed priells 
and deacons to celebrate before 
lay confeilbrs, and to communi- 
cate them every day with danger 
of their own lives, was not able in 
theperfecutionof Valerian to con- 
trive any means for thefe bifhops 
and priella to celebrate themfclve 



or to have othci s celebrate among 
them. 



888 SS. Protus and Hyacinthus, MM. Sept.-iio 

ment, he had founded the charge to them, and animated all the 
foldiers of God to the conflict. They conclude begging his prayers, 
and fay : " Let us affifr. one another by our prayers, that God and 
** ChriH, and the whole choir of angels, may lend us their favour- 
able faccour, when we ihall mod want it (2)." This glorious 
company of faints is commemorated on this day in the Roman 
mar tyro logy. 

St. Finian, or Winnin, B. C. He wai born in Ireland about 
the beginning of the Jixth century, travelled abroad for his fpiritual 
improvement, and returning home, founded the monaftery of Mag- 
bile. He was at length chofen bimop, and, fince his happy death, 
is honoured as chief patron of Ullter in Ireland, bee Congall, 
Ufher, and Britannia Sandla. 

(2) Ep. 77. inter Cyprianicas. ed, Oxon. 

SEPTEMBER n. 

SS. Protus and Hyacinthus, MM* 

*TP H E faints whofe victory the church commemorates on this 
day, are honoured among the moft illuftrious martyrs that 
ennobled Rome with their blood, when the cmperours of the 
world attempted, with the whole weight of their power, to 
cru'ih the little flock of Chrift. Their epitaph, among the 
works of pope Damafus calls them brothers, and informs us, 
that Hyacinthus fuirained the fiill: conflict, but that Protus ob- 
tained his crown before him. They are faid, in the A£is of 
St. Eugenia, to have been eunuchs and retainers to that vir- 
tuous lady and martyr who is honoured on the twenty fifth of 
December. Their martyrdom, and that of Enpenia, is placed 
in thefe AcTs under Valerian, in 257, but the Liberian calen- 
dar allures us, that St. ihiflilla, who fcems to have been a com- 
panion of St. Eugenia, received her crown on the twenty fe- 
cond of September, in the pei lecutto.n of Dioclefian, in 304, 
nnd was buried on the Salarian Way. St. Avitus of Vicnnt\ 
about the year 500, Fortunntus, and others, make mention of 
St. Eugenia among the moil celebrated virgins and martyrs ( 1 ), 
The ancient s lerular, drawn up in the pontificate of Li her ins, 
mentions the felHval of SS- Trouis and Hyacinthus on the. ele- 
venth of September, as celebrated at their tomb on the old Sa- 
larian 

(1) Avit. de Virgin, p, 1312. 
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larian Way, in the cemetery of Bafilla, who lay buried at Tome dif- 
tarjcc. Her name oughr rather to be writ Baftilla, as it is in the Li- 
berian calendar 5 for it is derived from Baffus. This cemetery 
was afterward comprifed under that of St. Prifcilla, who was 
buried not far off on the new Salarian Way (2). SS. Protus and 
Hyacintbus are honoured in the fecramentary of St. Gregory, in 
the ancient martyrologv published by F. Fronto, and in thofe 
of Bede, Ufuard, Vandclbcrt, &c. Pope Damafus, in 366, re- 
moved the earth which hid the tomb of thefe two martyrs from 
the view of the faithful ; and during his pontificate, a prieft, 
named Theodurus, built over it a church, as appears from an 
ancient epitaph publifhed by Baronius. Anafraiius relates, that 
pope Symmachus afterward adorned it with plates and vefiels 
of filvcr. Pope Clement VIII. in 1592, caufed the facred re- 
mains of SS. Protus and Ply acin thus to be removed from this 
church into the city, and to be depofited in the church of St. 
John Baptift, belonging to the Florentines : of which tranfla- 
tion an account is given us by Sarazanius, an cyewitnefc, in 
his notes on the poems of pope Damafus. 

What words can we find fufficiently to extol the hcroicl; vir- 
tue, and invincible fortitude of the martyrs ! They flood out 
againft the fury of thofe tyrants whofc arms had fubducd the 
moft diftant nations, to whofe yoke almoft the whole known 
worlJ v/as fubjeft, and whofe power both kings and people re- 
vered. They Handing alone, without any preparation of war, 
appeared undaunted in the prefence of thofe proud conquerours, 
who feemed to think that the very earth ought to bend under 
their feet. Armed with virtue and divine grace, they were an 
over-match for all the powers of the world and Jit* 1 1 : they fought 
with wild beafts, fires and fwords : with intiepidity and won- 
derful chcerfulnefs they braved the moft cruel torments, and by 
humility, patience, nieeknefs and conftancy, baffled all ene- 
mies, and triumphed over men and devils. How [iloiious was 
the victory of fuch an invincible virtue! Having before our 
eyes the examples of to many holy faints, are we yet fo daf- 
tardly as to (hi ink under temptations, or to Jofe patience under 
the moft ordinal y trials? — On SS. Protus and lJyac intluis fee 
pope Damafus's poems, Caiui. 27. p. 74. Tillemont Pcrfcc* ch. 
P'aLriti>i) ai t. 6. 

On the fame DAY 
St. 1\a Viir. vr i ur„ tt (\ The holy confeflbr Paphnutius was ?m 

Rj>y|uian, :.nd . Iter liaviim, Ipenl ieveial years in the de(ert t under 
the d bullion ol Liu: j.Meat /it. Antony, was made bifhop in Upper 
Thebaic, lie was one ol ihufe confcHens who, under the tvi : ;.nt 

Ma.\imm 

[z] Do Hu: a:;d Arh'^hi, Rwxu Sul'Urrai, L 3 . c. 30, J. .j , c. 3 .| r \y. 
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Maximin Daia, loft their right eye, and were afterward lent to work 
in the mines. Sozomen and Theodoret add, that his ierc ham was 
cut; by which we are to underitand that the fmews were cut fo as to 
Tender the left leg entirely ufelefs. Eufebius takes notice, that this 
fmniihmcnt was inflicted on many Chriittans in that bloody reign. 
Peace being reftored to the church, Paphnutius returned co his flock, 
bearing all the reft of his life the glorious maiks of his fufTerings for 
the naine of his crucified mailer. The Arian herefy being broached 
jnEgypt, he was one of the mod: zealous in defending tne catholick 
faith, and for his eminent fanchiy, and the glorious title ot contef- 
for, (or one who had cenfefTed the faith before the perfecutors, and 
under torments) was highly confidered in the great council of Nice. 
•Conltantine the Great, during the celebration of that fynod, fome- 
times conferred privately with him in his palace, aad never difmiffed 
him without killing refpect fully the place where the eye he had loll 
for the faith was once fuuatcd. The fprhers of the council of Nice, 
in the third canon, ftriclly forbid all clergymen to entertain in their 
houfes any woman, except a mother, aunt, filler, or fuch as could 
leave no room for iufpicion Socrates (i) and Sozomen (2) re- 

late, that the bimopa were for making a general law, forbidding all 
bifhops, priells, deacons, and fubdeacons, to live with wives whom 
they had married before their ordination : but that the confeffor 
Paphnutius rofe up in the midil of ihe aiTeinbly, .and oppoied the 
motion, faying, that it was enough :o conform to the ancient tra* 
dition of the church, which forbad the clergy marrying after their 
ordination. Thefe authors add, that the whole council came into 
his way of thinking, and made no n^w law on that point. On ac- 
count of the (ilence of other writers, and on the teitimonies of St. 
jerorri; St. Epiphanius, and others, Bellarmine and Orfi (3) fufpedt that 
Socrates and Sozomen were mifmformed in this llory (A). There is, 
however, nothing repugnant in the narration : for it might feem 
unadvifeable to make ( too fevere a law at that time againll fome 
married men, who in certain obfeure churches might have been 
ordained without fuch a condition St. Paphnutius remained always 
in a clofe union with St. Athanahus, and the other catholick prelates. 

He 

(1) L. 1. c. 1 1. {?.) L. 1. c. 23. (3) L. 12. n. 48. 

[a) On account of this canon St. Jerom and St. Epiphanius 
St. Bafil would not fuffer a cer- lived before Socrates : the for- 



pried to keep a woman fer- iner allures us, (ad>v. Vigilint. 

vant who was feventy years old- p. 281.) that the churches of the 

St. Bafil. cp. 5;. T. 3. Eall, of Egypt, and of Rome, 

(/») It is indeed certain, that took none |nr clerks hut fuch as 

though the modern Greeks are were continent, or if they had 

content to forbid clergymen to wives, lived as if they had none, 

marry after their ordination, Theie are the three great patri- 

and do not exclude from Orders archates, Rome, Alexandria, 

thofe that are married before, and Antioch ; lor this 1 ail is what 

yet the ancient discipline of the he calls the Kail- St. Epipha- 

C > reek church was contrary, and nius fays ( Harr/i 59. Cut bar m 

the fame with that, of the Latin, n, 4.) that he who has been 

married 



or 
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He and St. Potamon, bifliop of Heraclea, with forty feven other 

Egyptian bifhops, accompanied their holy patriarch to the council 

of Tyre, in 33$, where they found much the greater part of the 

members who compofed that aflembly to be profefled Arians. Paph- 

niuius feeing Maxim us, bifhop of Jerufalem, among them, and full 

of concern to find an oithodox prelate who had fuffei-ed in the late 

perfection, in fuch bad company, took him by the hand, led him 

put, and told him, he could not iee that one who bore the fame 

marks 



married but once, is not admit- 
ted to be a deacon, pri eft, bifhop, 
or fubdeacon, whihb his wife is 
alive, unlefs he abftained from 
her; efpecially in thofe places 
where the canons are exactly 
obferved. He objects to himfelf, 
that in certain places fome of the 
clergy had children To which 

he anfiycrs : '* This is not done 

*' according to the canon, but 

tl through floth and negligence, 

'* or on account of the multitude 

" of the people, and becaufe 

* c other perfons are not found 

* c for thofe functions.'" This 

9 ■ # t 

law was evidently in force in 
Egypt - 9 for Syncfms,when chofen 
bnhop of Cyrene or Ptolemais, 
hoped to put a bar to his ordina- 
tion by alleging (ep. 10. p. 248.) 
that he would not be feparated 
from his wife. He was, not- 
withstanding, ordained bilhop ; 
whether this law was difpenfed 
with, or whether, as is rnoit pro- 
bable, he afteryvards complied 
with it. Socrates indeed fays, that 
cuitoms varied in this article in 
fome parts : that he had fcen in 
TheflMy, that a cleric is excom- 
municated if he cohabited with 
his wife, though he had married 
her before hi-, ordination : and 
that the fun ■ cullom was obferved 
in Macedon and Greece, that 
in tin: EriR that rule was general- 
ly obl'erved, though without the 
obligation of an exp re fa law. 
St. Jerom and St. Epiphanius 
were certainly better informed 
of the canons and difcipline of 

tjiu church of Syria and l'alellinc, 



where they both fpent part of 
their lives, than the Conftanti- 
nopolitan lawyer could be ; 
whofe relation is rejected by 
fome, who think it not recoil- 
cileable with their teftimony, 
though the fact is not a point of 
fuch importance as fome, who 
mifreprefent the relation, feem 
defirous to make it. The celi- 

# 

bacy of the clergy is merely an 
ecclefiaftical law, though per- 
fectly conformable to the Ipirit 
of the gofpel, and doubtlefs de- 
rived from the apoltlcs. In the 
modern Greek church a married 
man is not compelled to quit his 
wife before he can be admitted 
to orders, though this was the 
ancient difcipline of the orien- 
tal, no lefs than of the weftern 
churches. However, this rule, 
though eftablifhed by exprefs ca- 
nons in the principal churches, 
yet, for fome time (as Socrates 
was well informed) was, in cer- 
tain places, a law only of cuf- 
tom. St. Epiphanius tells us, that 
contrary examples were abufes, 
unlefs they were done by exprefs 
difpenfation, nccefTary where nii- 
nillers were fcarce ; and violence 
was fometimes ufed by the peo- 
ple in the choice of per/bus the 
bell qualiiied among the convert 
that were engaged in a ilate of 
wedlock. Nor could the law of 
celibacy be impofed on married 
perfons, but by the voluntary 
confent of the parties. Yet fitch 
difpenfations were not allowed 
in any of the principal churches. 



s 



S 9 2 St. P A T I E N S, C. Sept. u. 

marks as he in defence of the faith, fhould be feduced and impofed 
upon by perfons that were refolved to opprefs the moll flrenuous af- 
f error of its fundamental article. He then let him into the whole 
plot of the Arians, which till that moment had been a fecret to the 
good bifhop of Jerufalem, who was by this means put upon his 
guard againft the crafty infinuations of hypocrites, and fixed for 
ever in the communion of St. Athanafius. We have no particular 
account of the death of St. Paphnutius; but his name Hands in the 
Roman martyrology on the eleventh of September. 

St. Patiens, archbifhop of Lyons, C. God, by an admirable 
effect of his holy providence, was pleafed to raife up this holy pre- 
late, for the comfort and fupport of his fervants in Gaul, under the 
calamities with which that country was afflicted during great part of 
the fifth century. For his extraordinary virtues he was placed in tke 
archiepifcopal chair of Lyons fome time before the year 470; many 
think- foon after the death of St. Eucherius in 450 (1). By the dig- 
nity of his fee he was metropolitan of the province railed the Second 
of Lyons; but he diffufed the effects of his bonndiefs charity over all 
the provinces of Gaul. Providence wonderfully multiplied his re- 
venues in his hands, to furnifh him with abundant fuppiics to build 
a great number of rich and {lately churches, to repair, adorn, and 
embellim many old ones, and to feed the poor in the greater!: part 
of the towns in Gaul, as St. Apollinajis Sidonius allures us (2). 
That illuftrious cotemporary prelate, and friend of our faint, de- 
clares, that he knew not which to admire and praife more in him, 
his zeal for the divine honour', or his charity for the poor. By his 
pafloral folicitude and afliduous fermons many heretic ks were con- 
verted to the faith, and the cathoiick church every day enlarged its 
pale. A great field was opened to the holy prcl.-tc for the exercife 
of his zeal : for the Burgundians, who were at that time mailers of 
the city of Lyons, were a brutifh and favage nation, and infected 
with the herefies of the Arians a;.d Photinians. St. Patiens found 
the fecret fir ft to gain their hearts, and afterward to open their un- 
derftandings, convince them of the truth, and draw them out of the 
abyfs of their crrours. The forty eighth lcrmon among thole attri- 
buted to Eufcbius of Emifa, which is afcribed by the learned to our 
faint, is a confutation of the PhoLinwin and Arian herefies (*). By 

Older 

(1) Sec Tillcmont. Hill Led. T. is;, p. 129, T. 16. p. 07. 
(2) Apotl. Sidon 1. 2 . ep. i x i. b. ep. 25. A. cp. 12. 



{/:) Kufelnur, bilhop of Kmi 
fa, (other wife called Apamea, 
llama, and at prefent Hem-?, 
upon the Orontes, in Syria, thir- 
ty miles f rom Aleppo) was linked 
with the Semi- Arians, and ilou- 
jilhed in ^40, It is agreed that 
the homilies publiihed uiuUt his 

nam-.* were moiUy compoiitiono 



oi Ci alii can prelates in the early 
ages of" thai church. Sevcial 
fee in to belong to St. Patiens, to 
whom IVJirx-m. ( \uctor. de Scrip- 
tor, ttcclcf. c. 118.) P.ipirius 
Maflbn, and the jeluit Thcophi- 
hi.: Kaynaudu:. (T. 8, p. 1071.) 

tliink the Adt; of Sc. Genciiu^ 
arc to be afcribed. 



Sept, 12. St. E A N S W I D E, V. A. 8 93 

order of St. Patiens, Conftantius, a prieft among his clergy, wrote 
the life of St. Germanus of Auxerre, which work he dedicated to 
our faint, and to Cenfurius of Auxerre. All paftoral virtues fhone 
in an eminent degree in this apoftolick bifhop, fays St. Apollinaris 
Sidonius. Like another Ambrofe, he knew how to jwn feverity 
with companion, and activity with prudence and dik ration. He 
fecms to have died about the year 480 (3). His name honoured 
on the eleventh of September, in the Roman m a ivrology. — See 
Apollinaris Sidonius, Tiilemont, Dom Rivet, Iha. Liter, de la 
France, T. 2. p. 504. 

(3) See Gallia Chriftiana Vetus a fratribus Sammarthani?, T. 1. 
p. 295. 
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St. EANSWIDEJ. Abbefs. 



From her life in Capgrave : another ?nf. life by Ralph Buckland : 
Harps fields fac. 7. c. 10. A/ford'' 's Annals^ jT. 2. p. 640. Lam- 
bert: Peramb. of Kent^ fol. 160* 

Seventh Age. 

<^ T. Ethclbert, the fir ft Chriftian king among the Englifh, 
was fucceeded in the kingdom of Kent by ins Ton EadhakL 
who thoucrh he was at firft an impious and idclatuuis prince, 
bec.ia.ie afreiward a zealous Chriftian, and ;i fei vent pen itent, 
as annual's from his ielmous foundation^ and from ilie lertei;: 

1 1 _ ~ 

which were addreih.d to him bv the nones. 13 is dan; ■ liter !''ani- 
wide added luflre to her biitis hy the <-min.'nt f. i.e'itv of !: r 
life. The »rcai truths -jf our h-dv u-U'iion 11:11!, (o J. e;> ;a her 
tender heart, that from her inianev her \/i.o!c deuyht u',i< in 
prayer and the love of < iod. ! K nee ilis d^fji^al 
and all its hi'du'h vanities and an iul nient >. oh.* j»\ "■■ I ail 
pro mlal' th.Lt trade. 1 to en^a ^ ; n r in m. 1 ■ ••, \ .mm- 
tliii!i'-' v thi. - ; ite, thoii di id a 1 hi»f • liu--' . e , »■/ 



m:e!Mi|*l 1 ; i . 1 r 1 i : v c>'i*n s » v i . - w < nd i« ■ nlv - m- 

tf*m;>' eion. 1 ' 'vin.- hv r m v\* m " ;aae. .i.ei unoo^'i : 'a.a..« d, 

at lu'jjh, her lalhvi"^ evident, ihe i-unid^d a m^iialv-j v .f 

nuns 
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nuns upon the feacoaft, hard by Folk (lone in Kent. Her? 
fhe facrificed the affections of her heart to her heavenly Spoufe, 
night and day in penance and prayer, till (he was called to reft 
from her labours on the laft day of Auguft, in the feventh cen- 
tury. The fea having afterward fwallowcd up part of this pri- 
ory, the nunnery was removed to Folkflone, and the faint's re- 
jicks were depofited in that church which had been built by her 
father king Eadbalcf in honour of St. Peter ; but after this trans- 
lation of her relicks was often known by her name. St. Eanf- 
■wide was famous for many miracles ; her chief feftival in the 
Englifli calendar was kept on the twelfth of September, pro- 
bably the day of the tranfiation of her relicks, or of the dedica- 
tion of fome church in her honour. Holy retirement, perfect 
urity of mind and body, and the uninterrupted exercifes of 
eavenly contemplation and prayer, are then only great and 
excellent virtues, when founded in fin cere humility, and 
improved by divine charity. By neglecting this, many may 
fo quit the world, and embrace a ft v ere courfe of life, as 
only to be martyrs of the devil, by fecking thcmfelves even in 
"what they have renounced. The faints who made this facri- 
fice to God, were always folicitous to render it complete, and 
they {hewed thcmfelves more per feci: as they faw mole and more 
their own fpiritual poverty, and continually afpired with the 
utmofl ardour after greater perfection : for, as St. Bernard ro- 
marks, no one is perfect but in proportion to the fervour with 
which he labours to become more fo, and to the iincerc humi- 
lity wherewith he fees how far he falls fhort in every duty, and 
how much he is a flothful and unprofitable fer 





St. GUY, C. 

From bis life m Surius : alfo Miraus* in bis FuftU and Annalss^ 
Gramayc in Bruxella^ j>. 10. and particularly in Sandcrus^ in 
Cbron. Brabant* *** Lacd Parthcnia^ § 41, 42. 

A. D. 1012. 

OT. Guv, an Latin Guino, commonly called, Tin: Poor 
& Man of Amlerlccht, was born in the country near lirtilil-ls, 

jof mean parents, but both very virtuous, cojjfcqucntly content 

and 
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and happy in their flat ion. They were not able to give their 
{on a lenool education, nor did they on that account repine, 
out redoubled their diligence in inftrucling him e^rly in the ru- 
diments of the Chriftian doctrine, and in ah the maxims of our 
fooly religion, often repeating to him the ieflbn which old Toby 
gave his fon : We JhalL be rich enough if uue fear God. But their 
own example was the moft powerful conftant instruction, and 
infpired him more ftrongly than words could do, with the Chrif- 
tian fpirit of humility, mueknefs ana piety, and with a fear of 
God animated by charity, which is fruitful in all manner of 
good works. Guy was from his cradle ferious, obedient, mild, 
patient, docile, and an enemy to the leaft /loth. He conceived 
the higheft fenfe of all religious duties, and was inured, both 
by his parents care, and by his own fervour, to the practice of 
them. The meannefb of his condition much delighted him as 
foon as he was of an age to know its value. He rejoiced to fee 
fnmfelf placed in a ftate which Chrift had chofen for himfelf. 
This conformity to his Divine JVI after, who lived and died in 
extreme poverty, and the humiliation infeparable from his 
condition, were very pleafing to him, and it was his chief 
care to make ufe of the advantages it afforded him for the ex- 
ercife of all heroick virtues. He ihewed to the rich, and the 
great ones of the world, all poflible rcfpc£l, but never envied 
or coveted their fortunes, and lighed fincerely to fee men in all 
ftates fo eagerly wedded to the goods of the earth, which they 
fo much over-rate. When he met with poor perfons who 
grieved to fee thcmfelves fuch, he exhorted them not to lofe 
by murmuring, impatience and unprofitable inordinate de- 
fires, the treafure which God put into their hands. The pain- 
ful labour, hardfhips, inconveniencies and humiliations, to> 
which his condition expofed him, he looked upon as its moft: 
precious advantages, being fenfible that the poverty which our 
Redeemer chofe, was not fuch a one as even worldlings would 
defire, abounding with all the nece/farics and comforts of life, 
but a poverty which is accompanied with continual privations 
fuftcrings and denials of the gratifications of the fenfes. The 
great cur ft: which Chrift denounces again ft riches, regards the 
inordinate pleafure that is fought in the abundance of earthly- 
goods, and in the delights of fenfe. St. Auftin fays, that God 
ranks among the reprobate not only thofe who (hall have re- 
ceived their comfort on earth, but alio thofe who fliall have 
grieved to be deprived of it. This was the misfortune which 
Guy dreaded. Jn order to prefcrve himfelf from it, he 
Ccafcd to beg of God the grace to love the lumpy ftate of po- 
verty, iu which divine providcncv Jbad placed him, and to bear 

all 
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all its hardfhips with joy and perfecl: refignation, in a fpirit of 
penance, without which all the tribulations of this world are 
of no advantage for heaven. The charity which Guy had for 
his neighbour was not lefs active than his love of mortification 
and penance. He divided his morfel with the poor, and often 
fed them whilft he failed himfelf* He ftole from himfelf fome 
hours every day to vifit the fick, and carried to them all that 
he was able. At his labour he was faithful and diligent ; and a 
fpirit of prayer fanctified all his actions. Such was his life even 
in his youth. As virtue is infinitely the moil precious inheri- 
tance that parents can leave to their children, his father and 
mother entertained, as much as was in their power, this rich 
flock of pious inclinations which grace had planted in their fon, 
and daily begged of God to preferve and increafe in that in- 
nocent heart the holy rire which he himfelf had kindled. 
Their prayers were heard : Guy's early virtues, by diligent cul- 
ture and exercife, grew up with him to greater flrength and 
maturity, and advanced more and more towards perfection. 

As Guy was one day praying in the church of our Lady at 
Laken, a mile from Bruflels, the curate of the place was 
charmed to fee his recollection and devotion, and taking an 
opportunity afterward to difcourfe with him, was much more 
ftruck with the piety and un£tion of his conver/ation, and re- 
tained him in the fervicc of his church in quality of beadle. 
This church is the mo ft ancient of all the famous places of de- 
votion to the Blcfled Virgin in thofc parts. The name of La- 
ken fignifies a convent or houfe in a moift or marfhy ground, as 
Sanderus fhews. The faint, who rejoiced to have an oppor- 
tunity of being always employed in the moft humble offices of 
religion, embraced the offer with pleafure. Mis bulinefs was 
to fweep the church, drefs the altars, fold up the veflmcnts, 
take care of the linen and other moveables ufed in the fervicc 
of God, ring the bell for mafs and vefpers, and provide flowers, 
and other decorations which were ufed in that church : all which 
he performed with the Lit mod cxacleiefs and veneration which 
the moil profound fenfc of religion can in! pi re. The ncatnels 
and good order that appeared in every thin;\ under his direc- 
tion, edified all that came to that church ; for, out of a true 
fpirit of religion, the fcrvant of C Joel looked upon nothing as 
final 1 which belonged to the fervicc ol ( Jod, or to the decency 
of his houfe. Hi:» religious filence, model!)' and recolleclion 
in the church, fi emed to f.iy to niln rs : 7 his is t/.v hulijt: o } the 
hard: trt'/;.f>/e you that at-^nunh /•/> /,j>- : !ttti>\\ Oui ing his; em - 
ployments, he walktil alw:i\'s in t lie divine piWetue, praying; 

in hi:, hcait. \V hen Uu-y were done, lus lvhclhed Ins loul at 

the 
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the foot of the altar in fervent exercifes of devotion 5 and often 
pafled whole nights in prayer. He chaflifed his body by rigo- 
rous fafts, and endeavoured, by con II ant compunction and 
the fe verity of his penance, to prevent the anger of his judge at 
the lair day. Had it been reafonable to form a judgment 
of the enormity of his fins by the humble feniimcnts he enter- 
tained of himfeif, and by the penitenr/al tears he flicd, he would 
have pafTed for the molt grievous i'r.i er upon the face of the 
earth; whereas the fins he fo gi .ev oufly be wailed, were only 
the lighteft faults of inadvertence, fuch as the juit fall into, 
and which onjy his great purity of heart could have diicerned a 
and which it magnified in his eyes. 'Vo wipe avvav the e daily 
ilains (through the merits of ClnihVs p.iHion applied tu his foul) 
he lived in contlant compunction, learning every day to bccoilfc 
more watchful over himfeif in all his words a. .J ,iCtions s and 
in all the motions of his heart. By humility and mcelcnefs he 
was fwect and courteous to all, fiiewing that true virtue it ami- 
able to men, arid that nothing fo much civilizes the human 
foul. Out of his fmall falary he found a great deal for the poor ; 
and for their fake he always lived himfeif in the grcatcir. po- 
verty, and often begged to procure them relief. For his hu- 
miliation God permitted the following trial to befall him. 

A certain merchant of Brufiels perfuaded him to endea- 
vour (by a little commerce) to gain fomething for the fuccour of 
the poor, and offered to. put him in a way of thus making a 
more plentiful provifion for them, by admitting him into a 
partnership in trade with himfeif. Guy's companion for the 
necefTitous wrought more powerfully with him than any other 
regard could have done \ nor was it eafy for him to throw off 
the importunities oi his tendernels for them. The bait was 
fpecious, and he way taken by it : hut God did not fuller him 
long to remain in that illuhon. The vetfei, which was chiefly 
freighted by his partner, peiiihed in going out of the ha- hour, 
and Guv, whole place in the church of J wdcen, upon his quit- 
ting, had been go'en in imother, vms on a ludden lelt defhtutc% 
lie law his mid. dee in fo!l> ■ adn/., \\\* o'.vn pr: idem::', and in foi- 
Jrikin<r a lecui e and humble empl< >yi nent, in vM Ji providence 
had liv:ed him, to c.r.S.iui, thou , ; i N/i-.h ,\ <\- 1 nj indention, in 
the ailair; <>J the woild, ir. win- h, \>v mm.mi, he; virtue 

Would peihap'i have l-c-n iimh -j nnpured, and worldly au.u.h- 
nvnt'i K'Ci'cily have ta!c«*n Soi* 1 in hwhwa. 1 " , ilnan;h this 
en iployineot. v.\i'. ".o ul in I : k ii, \ < • 1 1 ■ - - ■ 2 ■ !jd"o d 1 1 .0 God h.i<L 
jui'lly puuiihed hi) iidini-o - in U !.: 1 a IL;;nn K» {enable to 
tin* practice of pietv, and h.ul, h, nvu'v , :urn,.l .mother way 
-hat aOhnoce which *hl mioi<* pi jbo 1 J • hive ns educed iu"' 
Vol.. II 1. L ! 1 ' him 
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him an affccTion to avarice or luxury, than have enlarged hi s ' 
charity. For plenty, riches and worldly profperity do not al- 
ways, like foft dirt ill in g rains and dew, cherifh, refrefh and 
increafe the tender plant of virtue ; but much more frequently, 
like a flood, wafh away the earth from its roots, and either ut- 
terly extirpate it, or leave it oppreflcd and buried in rubbifh, 
according to the maxims of eternal truth condemning the fpi~ 
rit of the world, which the experience as well as reafon of 
mankind confirms. This St. Guy clearly law under his dis- 
appointment, and he condemned himfelf for the falfe ftep he 
had taken. Another danger to which he had lived lone; ex- 
pofed, was the perfecution, if we may fo call it, of the applaufe 
and praifes of the world which his virtue drew upon him in his 
low fhition. He had always carefully ftudied to arm himfelf 
againft this temptation by the moft fm cere humility and con- 
itant watch fu 1 n cfs : but now, upon a review of his heart and 
whole con duel:, he refolved to avoid this flattering enemy, by 
feeking out fome foreign retirement. In this difpofition, and 
in a fpirit of penance for his reputed fault, he made an auftere 
pilgrimage firfl to Rome, and then to Jcrufalcm, and vifited 

all the moft celebrated places of devotion in the Chriftian 
world. Being returned as far as Rome, he there met Won- 
dulf, dean of the church of Anderlecht, (a little town about 
two miles from Bruliels) who, with fome others, was ready 
to fet out for the Holy Land. Guy was prevailed upon by them 
to be their guide, and to take another penitential journey thi- 
ther. The dean and his companions were all carried off by a 
peftilential diltemper, juft as they were going to fet fail from 
Palcfline to return to Europe. Guy attended them in the time 
of their ficknefs, took care of their funerals ami, after fovea 
years ab fence, returned to Anderlecht. The fubdean of the 
chapter gave him an apartment in his houfe, not fufTcring him 
to return to Lakcn. The fatigues of his journeys, and other 
great hardfhips he had undergone, brought upon him a compli- 
cation of diflcmpers, of which he died foou after on the twelfth 
<of September, xoi2 (//). The canons buiied him honourably 

ia 



{«) Hamnius and [Vlolmuis, by 
Uiiilake, place the death of St. 
Guy in iii^: it is more fnr- 
priliii" that l.-'aillct fell mio the 
ihine ci ruur, Unce it h;t:.. been 
deinonlhnted from t lie oiii'inai 
life of the faint, and the: deeds 

of fever al clonaijo>ii made to his 



church, that his death happened 
ojie hnnd led years before, in i o i 
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In the ground belonging to their church. Many miracles that 
were performed by his interceHion, gave occafion to the build- 
ing a church near the place where the body lay, and his facred 
remains were tranflated into it, before the end of the fame cen- 
tury, by the bifhop of Cambray, in which diocefs Anderlecht 
and Bruflels then were, though they are now in that of Mech- 
line. The chapel of St. Peter at Anderlecht, on account of 
St. Guy's relicks, became very famous, and in procefs of time? 
gave place to a large collegiate church which was built in the 
place of it, and bears the name of St. Guy. 

On the fame D A Y 

St. Airrrus, P,. C. This faint, who is honoured np chief patron 
of Mnniter, one of the four provinces of Ireland, was converted bv 
certain Britons, and had travelled to Rome before die arrival of; 
Sc. Patrick among the Iriih. After Ins return home he became: 
the difcrplc and fdiow-labourcr of that g,rcat apoflh: of his country, 
and being ordained by him fir ft archbiihop of iWunitcr, fixed his, 
fee at Rinely, which ha* bom lono fmce removed to (Jadel. Wichv 
fuch a commanding authority did this apoilolick man deliver the. 
dictates of eternal wifdom to a rude and barbarous people, furfr; 
was the force with which, both by words and example, he fet forth, 
the fanctity of the divine law, and in evident were the miracles with 
which he confirmed the heavenly truths which he preached, than-, 
the facred doririnc eafny made its u ay co the hearts of hi 3 hearers „ 
and he not only brought over an incredible multitude to the faith, 
of Chrilt, but infufed into many the perfect fpiric of the go/pel* 
pott'elling a wonderful art of making men not on!;,' ChrilHans, bur 
i.onts. Kin£ Kngufs having bellowed on him the ifle of Arran, hes 
iounded in it a j*reat monaitcry, which was fo fimou-i for the fane • 
tit v of it r . inhabitant , that from them the idand was lnn.p- called 
/ i ii of iainr.s. The rule which St. Anbeiib drew tip for the* in i<j 
llill evtanr in edd In(h r as bifhop Oilier telhlie.i. Though y.cil for 
ih'! divine honour, and ehaiity lor the (ouU of otherr, fi.*:ed him in 
the world, ho \va i always care Jul, by iiibitual i ec- dice don, and l"tv ♦ 
ijucnt ictieats, to nou-ri;h in hij own ioul the ^ure luvc ol heavenly 

J- i 1 ~ thin 
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things, and to live always in a very familiar and intimate acquain- 
tance with himfelf, and in the daily habitual practice of the molt 
perfect interiour virtues. In his old age it was his earneil defire to 
commit to others the care of his dear flock, that he might be al- 
lowed to prepare himfelf in the exercifes of holy iblitude for his 
great change For this purpofe he begged that he might be fufFered 
to retire to Thule, the remotelr. country toward the northern pole that 
was known to the ancients, which feems to have been Shetland, or, 
according to fome, Iceland, or fome part of Groenland : but the 
king guarded the ports to prevent his flight, and the faint died a- 
midit the labours of hi^ charge, in 52 as the Uliter and Inisfallen 
Annals teftify. — See U flier Antiquit. p. 409. Sir James Ware, Anti- 
quit. Ibbtrn. p. 319, 
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St. EULOGIUS, Patriarch of 

Alexandria, C. 

From Nictphorus's Chronicle^ the Pafchal Chronicle^ Phot ins Bill. 

Cod. 1 8 1 5 208, 226, 230, &c* 

A. D. 608. 

ST. Eui-OGlus was .?. Syrian by birth, and embraced young 
the nionaftick Hate in that country. The Eutychian herc- 
fy was then fplit into various feels, as it ufually happens among 
fuch as have left the centre of union. Thefe, by their tyranny 
and the fury of their conttfts, had thrown the churches of Syria 
and E<r,ypt into much confuiion, and a great part of the monks 
of Syria were at that time become rcmaikabJe for their loofe 
morals, and crrours againft faith. Etilogius learned from the 
fall of other* to Hand more watchfully and firmly upon his 
guard, and was not lefs di H i niruiihcd by ihe innocence ami 
fanctity of his manners tha i by the purity ol his dntiliinc. Hav- 
injr by an enlarged puifuit ol" learning attained to a great vari- 
ety of ufeful knowledge in the dilTeienl branches of literature, 
he fet himfelf to tin: Itudy of diviniiy in the facred fources of 
that Icicnce, which aie the holy lei iptui es, and the tradition 
of (he church explained in if; councils, and the approved writ- 
ings of its eminent pallors. Eioni the time his retreat he 

made 
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made this his chief ftudy, to which he dire&ed every thing elfc : 
and as his induftry was indefatigable, his parts quick, his ap- 
prehenfions lively, and his judgment folid, his progrefs was 
fuch as to qualify him to be an illuftrious champion for the 
truth, worthy to be ranked with St. Gregory the Great, and 
St. Eutychius, as one of the greatcft lights of the church in the 
age wherein he lived. His chara&er received ftill a brighter 
luftre from his fincere humility and fpirit of holy compunction 
and prayer. In the great dangers and ncceflities of the church, 
he was drawn out of his folitude, and made prieft of Antioch 
by the patriarch Sc. Anaft alius, who was promoted to that dig- 
nity in 561, and dying in 598, was fucceeded by Anaftafius 
the Younger. St. Eulogius, whilft he lived at Antioch, en- 
tered into the ft riftcil, connections with St. Eutychius, patriarch 
of Conflantinople, and joined his forces with that holy piclate 
againft the enemies of the truth. The emperour Juftinian, and 
his nephew and fucceflbur Julian the Younger, had been the 
plunderers of their empire, and the grievous oppreflburs of their 
fubje£ts ; the former to fupport his extravagance and vanity, 
the latter to a ratify his infatiable avarice and (candalous lufts. 

CD 

Juftiu II. dying in 576, after a reign of ten years, and ten months, 
Tiberius Coniiantincj a Thraclan, and a virtuous prince, was 
raifed to the throne. He applied himfelf to heal the wounds 
caufed during the former reigns, both in the church and fratc. 
His charities in all parts of the empire were boundlefs, and all 
his treasuries were open to the poor. Amongft the evils with 
which the church was then airlic.~r.cd, the difordcrs and confufioti 
into which the tyranny of the Kutychians had thrown the church 
of Alexandria, called aloud for a powei ful remedy, and an able 
and 'zealous pa'iror, endued with prudence and vigour to apply 
them. Upon the death of the patriarch John, Si. Kuloguib was 

raifed to that patriarchal dignity towaid the clofe of t!ie year 
583, at the* earnelt delm: oi the cmpemur, who having 
reigned only fix yiars and len months, died the f.tme vear, 
leaving his fou in-law Mauritius his tu^ct hour in the imperial 
throne. Our faint was obliged to in dec ;i i«;u.;ie\' to Con- 
ftantinople, about iwo years alter his pwui« .inn, in 'inVi m 
c meert menfures concerning ceit.tin . SV.n 1 «-i Ins ebon h. I !o 
met at coin t St ( hvgory the ( h <• ir, and e. u it » .< ;i ■„ d w.:h him 
an hoi y fi iendlhip, lo that fiom that Jure 1 le-v i imd^-h-im; 
heart and one f >u I. Ani»ui:- t ! i.- !« ; te; . ol ; 1 . ^ o . -u .1 y wt 1 » 

level al extant win"' h he v/iole n> <mr I. out. hi. Kt l< ■ :. - i»;r- 

pofi'd many t:.\(. rll- nt a-jtidi the . \ 1 ep!- .'h 1 1 i.u-c r 

feels of ivutychians. i'hotiu ■ h.e» piHiivd u. i..iu.ml h 
rnents oi iome oi thefe ue.itilc. : alio ol el«*v<n dn> ouilo, i»l ( .u" 

hnntj the ninth oi whkh i* a ••••nine, rdation oi a innnail.v !•: !m ; 

LI) j h l . . 
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Itkcwifc of his fix books againft the Novatians of Alexandria, 
in ihe fifth of which he exprefsly lets himftdf to prove that the 
martyrs are to be honoured (i). Photius makes no mention 
of the treatife of St. Eulogius again ft the Agnoeta?, a feel: of 
Kutychians, who afcribed to Chriit, as man, ignorance of the 
day of judgment, and of many other things. St. Gregory the 
Great, to whofe cenlure the author fubmitted it, fent him his 
approbation with high commendations, faying, cc I have not 
ct found any tiling but what is admirable in your writ- 
ings, (?-)■ St. Eulogius did not Jong fur vivc St. Gre- 
gory, for he died in the year 6o6, or, according to others, in 

bcS. 

We admire the great actions and the glorious triumphs of the 
faints ; yet it is not fo mwch in thefe that their fanelity confut- 
ed, as in the con (rant habitual hcroick difpofition of their fouls. 
There is no one who does not Sometimes do good actions, but 
he can never be called virtuous who does well only by humour, 
or by firs and ftarts, not by flcady habits. It is an habitual 
poverty of fpirit, humility, meeknefs, patience, purity, piety 
and charity, which our Divine Matter recommends to us. We 
mufr. take due pains to plant the feeds of virtues in our fouls, 
iriutt watch and labour continually to improve and frrengthen 
them, that they may be converted into nature, and be the 
principle by which all the affections of our fouls, and all the 
adlions of our lives are governed. If thefe pure hcroick fenti- 
ments perfectly poflefs and fill our hearts, the whole tenour of 
our conduct, whether in private or in puhlrck life, will be an 
uniform train of virtuous actions, which will derive their per- 
fection from the degree of fervour and purity from which they 
fpjing, and which, according to the eflcntial propeity of virtue, 
is always- improving, and always improvcablc. 

On the fame D A V 

Si Aw -\v , V*. (\ Si. Amatus, called in French Ann", wai 
t" mi o' a w.-aiihy : i i v . and liad the happiness to learn the fpirit 
i' i t ■ l lii no' tli.it (•{ t lie world, from the example and alh- 
i'r.»i'' i »>l! iiui ion:, <•! hi.- | ion. p. net. Is. IJoiug applied young to his 
i'!U.;r:,, he ti;le(jVi'i\ d in them a clear .".pprehenfion, and a fid id 
i»» i;'iiunt; i t:t Jei !>• r.n l.i to hi. cu.ioJitv in hi;, application to 
pMi'.'uu' leienet"., i ci;e'u::(!y pi::/:iiiii^; [hcina\itn uf St. jcroin, rh.it 
Vi v ! etlei \u-vt_v I-) h-.iin wh.n cannot he known u it lioui dan" rr. 
I th ■ i i : u c ■ ]•.;:, a:n\mi v. .n nnqurncmililc in learning the tine 

: e!".e y'l tin- Kiin::., tin'.: i:., ilie knowledge, of fjod and hiin.'ell ; 

and 

r>) ' h«j:. Coil V (z) 'Jiee, 1. i\ cp 
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and in the moll profound humility of heart lie never ccafed to a £3: or 
God the grace of his moll pure and holy love. His parents were 
careful to fence his mind from his infancy again ft the love of vanity 
and pleafure, and againft the other fnares that are incident to youth ; 
they watched to remove out of hie. way all dangers of bad company, 
and whatever could in the lead iully the purity of his mind, take 
him off from the gravity ol his deportment, and his application to 
his fludies, or damp his ardour in the purfuit of virtue, in this they 
were to him themfclve: 5 a con il ant fpur, being aware that the cor- 
ruption of a young man's mind in one particular, generally draws 
others after it, and that to fall from fervour into flacknefs, or inio 
the lealt habitual infidelity to divine grace is to Hide infenfibly and 
as it were blindfold into the broad way of vice, Amatus, formed by 
thefe maxims to virtue, feemed i.i his youth to have already attained 
to perfection : but this confifts in more and more ftrenuous endea- 
vours always to advance higher. He fome time deliberated with 

himfelf what courfe of life to ilecr. in which every defue of his 
foul, every action of his life might be a flop advancing in a direct 
line toward that happineis for which he was created by God; and 
Him he confulttid by earner! and humble prayer upon this impor- 
tant and critical choice. The iilue of his deliberation was, that with 
the confent and adv ice of thr'e to whom prudence or duty obliged 
him to liiten, he embraced an eccleiiailical ftatc. No ibener had 
he from the bottom of his heart faid to God, that lie was his por- 
tion and his inheritance for ever, but prayer, facrcd fludies. and 
exercifes of charity and other virtues, became his whole employ- 
ment. It was lii s great comfort and joy that the very habit which 
he wore freed him from many dangers and importunities of the 
world, and exempted him from viiits, amufements and idle em- 
ployments, which in other itates various circum'lances make fome- 
times neccflary, and which though they may be ianclified by a good 
intention, yet arc often dangerous, and always great confumers of 
the little time we have here, to purge our affections, to ftrcngthen 
our fouls in habits of virtue, and to lay in a due proviflon for eter- 
nity by actions which are the moil conducive to thole great purpofes. 
Such being his inclinations and views, there was no danger of his 
entertaining any fupeifluous commerce with i he world by frequenting 
its company or amufements; a commerce .always pernicious and con- 
trary to the fpirit oi ecclellallicks, and which the world itfelf is jull 
enough to condemn, even though by allurements it invited them 
into the fnare. 'J 'lie clolefl retirement alfoided our faint leifurc and 
means for all thole ex'-rciles of compuncl ion, devotion and heaven- 
ly contemplation, and tor laying in a i»ood llore of (acred learning 
and practical knowledge, by which he cjualiiicd himfell for tbc Irigii 
functions of the minilliy to which he afpbed 1 S e prepared hiinlelf 
aiVelh lor every new Hep in holy oiders by the fervent piacHce of 
vjrtue, and by :ill fuitable d ifp'ditions, that when he was railed to 
the pricilhood he might icceive the plenitude ol it:» graces. Out of 
a defue of greater perfection he tool: the monallick habit at Agau- 

Hum, a m o mil levy at thai lime famous both for tegular, diltiplinr, 

1.11 ] and 
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and the fa ere d ftudies. St. Amatus, with the leave of the abbot 5 dwelt 
in a little celi cut in a rock, with an oratory adjoining, which is now 
called Our Lady's in the rock. Some time alter, Amatus was 
chofen bifliop or" Sion in the Valais, (a) about the year 669. In 
this exalted Ration the example Oi his virtue flione forth with new 
luAre, and greater authority, he was enabled to deal his alius more 
plentiful!) among the poor, and was fuiniihed with the means of 
cveiy way exerting hi* %c:i\ moic po .-. erf uliy in advancing the di- 
vine honour, and the fniritual pnud oi fouls. He preached, in- 
ilrudted, comforted and relieved all pcrfons according to their par- 
ticular necciTitics. In a w^rd, he was an accomplifln-d paf»r.»-, Sanc- 
tifying both himfelf and thole that were committed to his charge. 
Ide had governed his diocefs aim oil five year>, when the: devil, jea- 
lous of the victories which the holy pallor daily gained over his em- 



(a) The chronicle of Auxcrre 
Calls St. Amatus bifhop of Sens 
(Senonenhb) which mill. ike has 
been followed bv many, even by 
the Bollandills, "Uaillec, &c. l>*it 
Hucbald, a monk of Sc A- 
inand's, in the tenth a-e, in his 
life of St. Rictrudes, allures us, 
that he was biihoo of i-ion {Se- 
dupcnii-.) in the Valais; and that 
lie was abbot of St. Maurice's at 
Af-aunum, before lie was made 
bifhop of ifinn, appears from the 
liits and regifter^ 0/ both places, 
i ay«. rvlabillon (Ant. £j J).rtJ'\\ \ . 
1. if p. <; ■ i .) 'J hi • U 1 v pioved 
by V Mbe Caifi;-, {A !.-.,. I'r.) 
and the Juurnadilb. » •> l*i..von\", 
for June, 1 53, win; dr ivv an 

ar{»uineiu that St. .-\;r; :ui crime 

from At' annum, b.:cau'e eeitain 
s clicks (jj the Tin b.ea'o mniUi.-, 
are kept at St. Amc\ •» liM'di. 
The old C:i/:;.u (,/'.■/// 7 )'■..> 
Vilhedin io;6\ by the t'\ o [no- 
titers, of Sie i\';iithi*, call.- St. 
Aniatus art libiiln p oj Sen; : bat 
the new mme iuvuiwie </.:.'/■. 1 
I'/'t ijji,t/h/ f lompi'.id 1))' i lie. Man- 
rill monk;;, Doiu k'euni:. of Sit:. 
JV'anhe, Doui lir.ee, and them 
.ahociate-, ha'., in the i.iitei \o- 

)u me*-, cnirii ivil tlu:» ini'! (i.e. 
1 1 h mentioned ( i \ o ) 1 Si. 
A inaLin.j Inihop ol i lor, was 



banifhed by king Thecdorick, 
at the in (ligation of Fibroin, and 
was received at St. Fui ley's in Pe- 
ronne, by St.Uitan, w ho was made 
full abbot of that houfe in 409. 
Jt is related in the tenth Tome, 
primed in 1751, that St. Dainus, 
fifth bifhop of the Morini or 
Tarvanne, pes formed the tranf- 
laiion of the bodv or St. Ama- 
m*, formerly bifliop of Sion, 
w ho died in f < o, and who was bu- 
ried a t JjiMiil, inLnlin L'ioilus, 
ot he i wife called IVJ an rnnti villa, 
and Ml 1 in villa, now called by 
rhe I icueh J\ le: cille, and by tin; 
I''iemn:.- .V.'!rc:n, t\\ r lic I As. 
iJx). n iJei rv. aru' ! >: > n\ I ' u he- 

4 

ie..u, the » ,!;'n: i '"iiu'd iViau- 
j iir t i. ;:(!'..! .•« :v 1 f :.7 ./ <' /' //- 

ft 

/ in ■ if' iVL-). < itlh el o" 

I 1 oil lead, :u he pi t 1: , v\ h it b 
1 ■ 1 v \' b/ . .•■ ? -1 1 , . 'in*'! v co inr'ii j: i - 

< . ,.1 (I pi 1'. e !• 'M\ lb it r 
/. i « w .]..• ii -.teen th {■■:{[ ioj 1 

< Si'.u, \.. 1,-eh ..llo a j pear ii om 

i'. I» ■" ilTs ( .\ ;/..,,' /:/// eVit'.., 

'•hi 1 ; -\ r 'all -It V. 1 ;v: ( i : 1 « » u . ' 

•i' //./ .'»./## nor i„ 1. i i!" me 

iouod :n I lie ;; ;,< ienl eai I'Joj' MC 

'o' t he a 1 hbilhop:, of Sen ■., a , 
t hole of |- mi run lie and the V ati 
ran, both compiled in the tend* 
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pire, ftirred up againft him certain wicked inftruments, who could 
not bear in others that virtue which they had not courage to prac- 
tife themfelves. Theodorick III. fon of Clovis II. king, nrft of 
Auftrafia, afterward of all France, was for feveral years abandoned 
to vice and evil counfellors, and is the firll of thofe who governing 
by the mayors of his palace, are called by fome hiftorians the: Idl« 
Kings. Ebvoin, mayor of his palace, was one of the wickedeft ty- 
rants that ever had any (hare in the adminillration of the French 
kingdom : the murder of St. Leodegarius, and the perfecution and 
banifhment of many otiicr holy bifhops and faints, of which he was 
the author, are inftanccs of his injullice, cruelty and irreligion. 
The enemies of St. Amntus found it an cafy matter to accufe him 
before fuch a king, and fuch a minillcr, of crimes which had not 
the leall foundation in truth ; fome f«y, of nccufing Ebroin of ty- 
ranny. Theodorick, without farther examination, or fo much as 
allowing the holy man a hearing, banimed him to St. h urfey's mo- 
nallery at Peronne, where St. Ultan, the abbot, treated him with 
all imaginable refpeft and veneration. The holy exile rejoiced in 
his difgrace, to find the tranquillity of holy retirement, in which he 
enjoyed a fweet calm, with the happy moans of living to himfelf 
and God, converiing always in heaven, and giving free fcope to his 
zeal in the practice of the moll rigorous penitential aufienties. The 
ilagrant injurtice that was done him never drew from him the lead 
complaint, though no fynod had been aflembled to hear him, no 
fentence of deposition iflued out, no crime fo much as laid to his 
charge in a juridical manner. The only circumltance which afaicted 
him was to fee a wolf intruded by the king into his fee, not to feed, 
but to devour his flock. After the death of St. Ultan, St. Maurot.t 
was charged with the cuflody of St Amatus, and took him fir il to 
the monaitery of Hamaye ; hut foon afcer built a new abbey upon 
an cllate of his own, at a place called JJrei'.il, or Ihoile, now Ivler- 
ville, (that is, l ittle Town) upon the Lib in Flanders. St. Ama- 
tus removed with him to !'i\iid. St iVlnuiiMit rejoiced to be poi - 
lulled of fuch a t>ueil, am) rdm^ed to bin: the ;> ovonment o' that 
nhbey. St. Amatus. hofh hy wouh nnd example, excited (he monks 
to feivour am! himul r.y, ami havim; lcitled the houfe in excellent 
ouier, (bur himfclf up in a little cell near the church, in which he 
occupied hi-, hail with In iiieli aidonr »n heavenly contemp 1 ,: -ion , 
as le.irce i - le. m t-> !a' :i:iv )oii»>er an in liabil'ir.t of i he cm th . 'j'hu 
he lived live year: \ Hi tli'.de mouh.-, ami only ltd" tin m 10 lu-cf-nic 
an intcu cii'or with f hr.ll in Ins i-lory fur them, ahum tie- wai 6 •'.>. 
Ivbroin, who Inul faeiiliecd many innocent hiihop:- and n ddeMien fo 
hi.csucl p'j!n.y, wa^himicil m .ilia-a ed in 079 K m«* 1 'ner m|i »i irk 
thi'd in f»i)i, but cutcriuj* into hin.lelf alter the dcuh 01 kiiiein, had 
leverely condemned hiunell" lor having unju Illy pe i u cuted el. Am;i. 
tii'., and 11 I at 1: 1 arl ion made U vet al iloit .i 1 1011s to t lu: a i A ><; y- \ >\ Iheuil. 
i t a in :iy e lal.ff ibis ln-ule l>> have he« w a cojnumniiy (>> Jciul.ir 
piu.lls . Ivul that liny were r.mtii.- r evident, fmei ih<- C ajun in I'li- 
Jin,, in di'/viii" un tin.' 'Mound, found lemaias of their h'-die hoiital 
ia the monaiLu'k habit, a-» Calbl lion leniaiL-. (i). In the. im m lions 

oi 

(l'j Ouildlmn C hroaoh i 5 e i « - in Duaco, p "y>, 39. 
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of the Normans thefe monks retired with the relicks of St. Amatus 
firir. to Soiflbns, but foon after to Douay (b). This tranflation was 
jmade on the hrft of May. in 870, by Eriiannicus, abbot of BreiiiJ, 
and St Bainus, fifth bifhop of Tarvanne (2), when thefe relicks 
were depofited in the chapel which St. Mauront had built in honour 
of St. Amatus, foon after his death, in the church of our Lady, 
which, four years after, began to be called St. Amatus's, or St. A - 
me's, when thefe monks obtained of John, bifliop of Arras and 
Cambray, king Charles the Bald, and Baldwin I. furnained the 
Iron armed (who had been made by that prince, fovereign count 
of Flanders and Artois, or the Morini) proper authority to remove 
from Breiiil, and fix their refidence at this chuich in Douay. The 
monaitcry thus fettled at Douay, was fecularizcd, and converted 
into a college of canons, in 94.0. A priory and a holy chapel fub- 
filled long after this at Bre'dil, on the fpot where: St. Mauront re- 
ceived St. Amatus, and where both led an anachorettcal life. The 
land to this day belongs to this church of St. Amatus, or A me, in 
Douay. The relicks of St. Mauront were translated to St. Ame's 
in Douay, from Marchiennes, in 14.85. — See the life of St. Amatu.-, 
written before the tranflation of his relicks, or the deilruclion of ths 
monastery of Breiiil, or Merinville. Alio Bulteau, 1. 3. c. 36. Gra- 
in aye Antiqu. Ditac, p. 202. CafHllion Coronal. Eccl. Belgic. /.a 
Ep'fi. Rt/yjc. in Duaco. p. 38, 39. and Dom Henry and Dom Ta- 
cheicau, in the la& part of Gallia Cbrijliana, 

Another 



\b) Some improbably pretend 
that Douay was the metropolis 

of : the Cattiaci in Caefar's time, 
as GuicciarJin takes notice. 

Hucbald, and feveral other writ- 
ers quoted by Gramaye, tcftify, 
chat Dounv was the patrimony 
of St. Uirtiudes. and that her 
mimand rUl-dbald, the moll noble 
duUc, luii'Jed thcie the chinch 
hi our f.ady, now called of St. 
Ame, and ivbuilt, upon the lame 
hill, a t.iilh. which ft'ai fallen to 
decay From thi', time Douay 
w;u called a caille, and al- 
ways mentioned as a place of 
ilreni^h. St. Mauion' ;>avc this 
tkill and church to the i;,unk«. of 
Hrtrnd, but the calllc wab kupc 
by the lour-, arteiward counts 
of ( )!l rev j> v. I wi.h the t'tlc of 
Avlvoi .ix\> of tim> abbry and 
i-i,m\ h. Tim was. railed tin: 
caille oi Douay, and the ^nailer 



"about St. Albin's church, Old 
Douay. The town on the other fide 
of the Scarp was built afterward, 
and called New Douay. At that 
time Lambras, now a fmall vil- 
lage, a mile from Douay, was 
the molt ccnfidcrable place in 
the territory of Oilrcvant, fa- 
mous for its mart, its harbour or 
ihuion for boats on the river, the 
m) al trcafury, &c. Mcicius 
lays f>o:.ay was dellroyed by the 
No'-mans and Danes in 870: 
but it loon jecovercd itfelf, Ims 
been ever iince one o( the moil 
confiderable towns in FlandeiL, 
and vvas for form: time the refi- 
dence of the (ovcm»n counts of 
H.nulcrs. The collegiate chinch 
ol St. Peter wai founded by thoie 
cou ills in the twelfth century, S.'e 
Cii.imaye, slntit'uitatcs hlaniina'* 
in Duaco, p. 201 . 



[■/.) Gallia ChrilUana, T. 10. col. 1 5 3 1 • 
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Another St. Amatus, or Ame, Abbot and Confeflbr, is comme- 
morated in the Roman martyrology on this day. His youth he con- 
federated to God in the moft fervent exercifes of all virtue in the mo- 
nailery of Agaunum, and was called by obedience to Remirernont * 
in Lorrain, and conliicuted abbot of that numerous community. 
Continually enlarging the capacity of his foul by purifying his dc- 
lires, and inflaming his affections more and more, he received con- 
tinually new acceilions of grace aod virtue, and thereby made per- 
petual approaches towards the fountain of all perfection. He con- 
lid c red that an uniform religious life is not an idle dull round of the 
fame exercifes, but a daily advancing in fervour and purity of heart, 
by which all the regular practices of devotion and penance become 
a-s it were every day new. 'J hus pcrfevering and improving in every 
grace, and in every virtue, he happily attained to the priy.e of eter- 
nal blifs, to which he was called about the year 627. His rclicks 
are enmrined at Remirernont, or Romberg, inthediorefs of TouL — 
See his life, and thofe of his two fucceftburs, SS. Roma/ic and Adei- 
phus, wrote in a clear plain ftyle (by a monk of that houfe, who 
lived under the two latter) extant in Mabillon rf&a Bencd. T. 2. 
p. 135. 415. 602. See alfo Bulteau, ffijL Monofl. d 1 Occid. T. i. 
p, 419. 
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The Exaltation of the Holy Cross. 

A. D. 629. 

Hp H E miraculous appearance of the crofs to Conftantinc (<v), 
and the difcovery of that facrcd wood by Sr. Helen (j), 
gfivc the firft occafion to this icHival, which wavS celebrated 
under the title of the Exaltation of the Crofa on the 14th of 

Sep- 

(1) See May iii. T. 2. p. 264. 



(//) How weak focver the 
church appealed in its infancy, 
the whole power of the Roman 
empire, exerted a»aiull it with the 
uimoJl lury, wa«, not able 10 Hop 
it:, propels, much lefi. to extin- 
J'nifh ii. The I it lie Hoc I; of 

Uuiil jMew by iu own loUcj^aikl 



"a the red llrentuh from the mod 
violent pel fecutions ; the very 
empeiouij who had fo long 
w;u>ed war aj\ainft the t'luft, 
con Jelled theiniel ves vanqu ilhed # 
laid down their arms, and be- 
came its votaries and protectors. 

Tljia wonderful change was not 

the 
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September, both by the Greeks and Latins as early as in the fifth 
and fixth ages (2). The recovery of this precious inftrument 

and 



(2) See the Bollandifts on May 3 
p. 479. Baillet Hifl. dc cette i ete. 
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the work of men, bat of God : 
nor was it effected wrhout rrir.i- 
cles, though it was itfelf mof. mi- 
raculous. Chrilt who conquered 
the world, not by the (word, 
but by the ignominy of his crofs, 
was pie a fed to make Conftantinc 
triumph by that facred fign, that 
he might know the hand by 
which he was raifed. This em- 
perour marched from the border 
of the Rhine through Gaul and 
part of Italy by Veiona to Rome, 
again It the tyrant M ixentius, 
wno had declared war again ft 
him, and was at Rome with an 
army much fuperiour to his. 
ConlUntine, though he was not 
yet a Chrillian, earneftly in- 
voked the one true God, both 
on his march, and the day 
before he gave battle, and Chiilt 
was pleafed by a double vifion to 
fhew him from what power he 
received the empire of the world. 
Some have thought that I'.ufe- 
bius and Prudcntius (/. 1. aa'v 
Synmacbuhi) recount the vilion of 
the crofs in the iky to have hap- 
pened in Gaul: hit the former 
iucntions nciihci the tiiae ncr 
the country * and the latter e\- 
j--rcfl/ lays h. v/a-. ihi 'V u him af- 
»ei he 1 I the . \:p., 

// >u tht.ni/J.\ -'////..vi. J ,actanrni:i 
t\>.ii'. mines both the time a'-.d 
phce of his noclmnal vifion; 
with winch he a.'lurc'. 11 ihe 
ejjij"erot;r wa.. favoured near 
Jv«)n t e, tlw. night b -f >vc ihr bnl- 
thv. Kinrlnu:. hiinleif e;.picfly 
dillinguilhi: 4 . the viimn which he 
law in the day, :md anoihci ihe 



n if ht folio win j;. The former 
this hiflonan re 'arcs as follows -. 
Con !l an tin*,, j u It after he had 
put up an earnelt prayer to the 
true God, was travelling with 
part of his anny at mid-day, 
fays the martyr Ariemius ; about 
noon, fays Socrates ; moil accu- 
rately Eufebius, a little after 
mid day, the fun beginning to 
decline, when he and all tlio.'e 
that were with him beheld with 
a fioni foment in the iky, above 
the fun, a bright crofs of light, 
as has been j elated in the notes 
on the life of St Helen (T. 3. 
p. ij2S.) and that of Cyril (T. I . 
p. 482.). The night following, 
Chriit appeared to Con flan tine 
in his flecp, with the fame fign, 
and commanded him to have a 
reprefenration of it to be made, 
and to make ufe of it for his ilan- 
dard in battle. The empeiour 
role verv early the nc:-;t morning;, 
imparted this fecond vilian to 
his friends, and gave orders for 
the famous imperial llandard to 
be made in that form. It was 
known by the name of the /.//- 
btinun, the etymology o 1 uhLh 
word is very uncertain. (See 
( ) \\ r(er. I)> Ci nct\ 1 . i . c. 4 
Gotheiicd. in Cod. 'J h.'OLt)... 
'I \Z. //.. /'>.< />;///!} Lr/'i n-j;;. I ulh'J 
1. IVi ilceil . Sacr. c, 1. Suicei 
v .\-j.Z<[r>', \)u Cange v. Lnhr- 

ru:::, 01 as it is called by So. 

'/.omen, tin: gloffe.i on ihe Code, 
and fome other Ciieeks /<.///. : i,-,v ) 
h wai, a pole plate I with gold, 
upon \. Inch was laid hnriv.on- 
:.-i.v a 00!:; bar, i'o as to im in 

liw 
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and memorial of our redemption out of the hands of the in- 
fidels, in the reign of Heraclius, in the feveiuli century, was 

dtervvai d 



a 



the figure of a crofs. The top 
of the perpendicular fhaft was 
adorned with a crown wrought 
with gold, and ornamented with 
iparkling precious Hones. In 
the middle of this crown was a 
monogram reprefenting the name 
of Chrifl by the two initial Greek 
letters, X Cbi, equivalent to our 
CH, and P Ro, eqnivalent to 
our R. This 1 all-mentioned 
letter was formed in the Cbi % 
and role a little above it. A 
purple veil of afquare figure hung 
from the crofs bar, fpangled 
with bright jewels, which dazzled 
the eyes of the beholders. Above 
the veil were afterwards fet the 
images of the emperour and his 
children. The emperour chofc 




hky men of the lloutcll and moil 
iuhi/ioLis amom 1 ; his t»,u arils, to 
cany this banner by Unm, ; it 
was always borne be! ore the em • 
perour in battles. Contlantine 
can fed bannris of the lame 
laihioiu but lei: co be made tor 



every legion, and had the mono- 
gram ot 1 he name of Chrifl 
trained, in the form of a crofs, 
on hi*. I.clxnet, and in the miclds 
ot hi-- u-iaiers. Julian the -\poi- 
tate ciic.ro-ed on his medals this 
iacreel monogram into the old 
letters S. P. R. lint Jovian 
and the iucceeding emperour^ 
re ft o red it. 

Maxentius's army, which con- 
fiRed of the united forces of 
three armies of veteran foldicrs, 
eiteemed the belt in the empire, 
engaged Conltantine in the Quin- 
tian Helds, near the bridge lVIiU 
vius, now called Ponte Mole 
and being defeated, Maxentius 
was drowned in the Tiber m his 
flight, on the 27th of October, 
312, asitis related by Libanius, 
Amelias Victor, Euiebius, Sec. 
Conllantinc's camp was near 
Ponte Mole, but Ma.xentius was 
drowned at another bridge made 
cf boats, which lie had caufed to 
he tin own over the Tiber, at 
the Red Rock':., nine miles from 
Rome, as i:> clear from Kutlbms 
and Zoimius, thou-'h Pmdcntim; 
and the nane'jvni! nnlhilcc U for 
Ponte Mole. t onthintmc or. the 
lame day entered Rome in t:i- 
uniph. The ienate .oal peoph; 
of Rome, loin yciii- alter, cm eel 
ed tu his hvmuui, in nicm<j!\ «»; 
his vh' lory a n 1 . 1 « m 1 1 f * «. cm tii- 
nmplial auh at in«- head ui the 
Appiau rw.'il, I x hind 1 ii _• am* 
plulhe.it re, 111 '."in- !i In- m{e: ip - 
t mil itiib, " Tli.il ity t i e Hill iiu *. 
*' of the* I V 1 1 v hi- <» 1 i 1 v.-i '••{ ' 1st: 

■ 

* k common -.vi ahh hum t'.e lv- 

w 

rant." ul mil. ft.<>ti h/wi.- 

* I 

Mi' tot i » M. \\'f if tttt; *»i 
f two ut/fn ' c r- p u/fi;) 



r 
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-afterward gratefully commemorated on the fame day ; and the 
feaft of the Invention or Difcovery of the Crofs has been removed 



(ap. Gruter. p. 282.) The crofs 
could not be decently mentioned 
among Romans, who looked up- 
on it as an unlucky omen, and 
as Cicero fays (proRabir.) not to 
be named by a freeman. Pope 
Clement XII. caufed this tri- 
umphal arch to be repaired in 
1733, adding this inscription : 

Jlrcum Imp. Conflantino M. e> ectum 

ob reiatam fa lulari cruris figno pt as- 
claram dc Max nit io ^jlSlorintny Sec. 
Conftantinc himfclf attributed 
this victory to the crofs, in the 
anfeription which he caufed to be 
put under his ftatue with which 
the fenate honoured him in 
Rome, as Eufebius teflifics (vit. 
Conftant. I. 1. c. 33.) The fame 
hiftorian mentions that in his 
triumph, he did not mount the 
Capitol, to offer facrifices and 
gifts to the falfe gods, according 
to the cuftom of his predece/Tors, 
but tc by illuftrious inscriptions 
** promulgated tlie power of 
mt ChrihVs faving fign." Co- 
dinus aflurcs us [Origin. Cplnm.) 
that he caufed the fign of the 
crofs which he had Icon in the 
air, to be creeled in the chief 
iquarc at Conllaniinoplo. Eu- 
febius teflifics (A7/. Cvnjl, I. 3. 
c. 40 ) that he alfo fet up in the 
principal lvali of his palace atCon- 
ilantiiiople, a great figure of the 
croft, which he had Teen in the 
heavens, and by the power of 
which he had been victorious. 
That not only the monogram, 
but alfo the figure of the ciofs 
was placed in the Labaruin, &c. 
is clear from the* dcfcripiion in 
Eufebius, and from the ancient 
.medals in which it is re p re fc 11 ted. 
The figure and fign of the crgfi 



in 



were held in veneration before 
Coniiantine, who herein only 
praccifed what the church had 
learned from the apoftles. The 
Century-writers (Cent. 3. c. 10.) 
pretend that Tertullian borrowed 
his refpecl for this faving fign 
from the Montaniils. But he 
proves it from the tradition and 
cuftom of the church, as do the 
other fathers. St. EpiVem. (I. 

de pcenit.) fays, " The Chrillians 
" marked their very doors with 
<c the precious and life-giving 
" crofs." That the figure of 
the crofs was ufually marked on 
the tombs of the primitive Chri- 
ftians, fee the learned canon John 
de Vita [De Antiquitatibus Bene- 
uentawh. Diftert. 11. p. 291. 
Roma; 1721.) See alfo Mama- 

chi {Origines Chrifl. 1. I . C. 3. 

n. 6.) Aringhi, Sec Alfo the 
Greek monogram of the name 
of Chrilt was in ufe long before 
Conftantinc's time, and is found 
emn-aved on the tombs of St. 

o 

Laurence and many other mar- 
tyrs. Sec Bonus and Aringhi 
{Roma fubt. 1. ^. c. 22, &c.) 
Mamachi(T.c.) Jtoldetti [Objir*. 

ad Gtftr-et. }acr<i. 1. I. C. 39.) 

Mencken iiis ( O-ff". de Mono-> 
<t>o7h ) G corgi {iy*JT» d>- Mono<>r. 

Ch>r/j/.) Konaroti ( Puvf. I. he 

fittt'otm Frav. l r fijtuL C/n/jtt'i* 
Url>.) Sec. Another mnnogrnin 
was J. T. X. the initial 

letters of 'ln r ->'£r 5 Oct! Y/G&-, 

"Sorry p, jf'f" s C""/fi ^ utt °f (*W. 

bauioi/'\ Theie initial letters 
being worn by Neophytes or per- 
fons newly baptized, they were 
called l^Oof, which word is form- 
ed of ihofe Greek letters, and 

figniJica a fifli : whence ihey are 

called 
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in the Latin church to the 3d of May ever fince the eighth cen- 
tury. The hiftory of the recovery of this facred relick from 
the Perfians is gathered from the continuation of the Pafchal 
Chronicle, Theophanes, Ccdrenus and other hiftorians. 

Chofroes II. the moft barbarous and perfidious king of Per- 
fia, availing himfelf of the weaknefs of the reign of the cruel 
and covetous ufurpcr Phocas, broke peace with the empire^ 
upon the fpecious pretence of revenging the murder of the cm- 
perour Mauritius and his family, whom Phocas had moft inhu- 
manly maflacred. But the conducl of this barbarian flic wed 
how oppofite his views were to thofe of publick jufttce, and 
that his aim was merely to gratify his ambition, and his im- 
placable hatred of the Chriftian and Roman name. The Pcr- 
iians meeting with no oppofition, plundered Mesopotamia and 
part of Syria. Heraclius, prefect of Africa^ being preflcd by 

the 



called fy nib olic ally by Tcrtullian 

{Or Monog.c. 5.) Pijas, Or Kifli, 
and are dillinguifhed by the 
emblem of a filh engraved on 
their tombs in the catacombs, Szc. 
See Aringhi; Jacutius, p. 94, Sec. 
The two apparitions with which 
Conftantine was favoured, are 
attelied in fo authentic!-: a man- 
ner, that Baluze had reafon to- 
ery out {Not. in LaSiant.) ,fc Whit 
Ci hiitory will men believe, if it 
*' be allowed to call in quc- 
4i ition a fac"l confirmed by the 
ftC molt unexceptionable witnefle?, 
* £ and by ancient medals and 
other monuments ? " Kufebius 
nflurcs as, that he received the 
account he gives us or" this dou- 
ble apparition, from Couflantine'j 
own mouth, who coniiuned the 
truth of his narration bv a fo- 
lemn oath (Kuf. de l''it<i ilvtifl. 

1. 1. e. 3'"' )■ TIi at einnerour 
Loudly aivrihed his vtctoiies to 
this mil aculous ii",n of the erofj 
(it> }. z. c. 6, 7, H, io, ivc.l 
which appears alfo IVum various 
iuli ripnons which In: let up in 
publick places, and from fevcral 
iwedals which h<; and his luc- 



ceiTours flruck. LscVintius, who 
was preceptor to Crifpus Ca*fap, 
Conilantino's fon« afcribes Con- 
ftantintfs victory over Maxentius 
to the miraculous vifion which 
he had in his lleep before the 
battle. Sec his book, On the 
Dc-atb of the P L'rfecutors, c. 44. 

which work he wrote before F.u - 
fehius compiled his life of Con - 
ilantine. Philoltorgius, an Arian 
c /temporary hiltorian, in certain 
fragments of his hiftory prefervee* 
b\ i hotius [ I- 1. c. 6.) defcrihin^ 

Conftantine's vifion of the croi* 
in the air, fays the heaven Is- 
lign extended very wide in the 
hall, with a wonderful light, 
find with the following in- 

fenption, *Va' T«t« N<:<x, lh 
'J '<if Conquer, hi ievei al an 

ci«nt medals it Is expreKed in 
I ruin : hi hie v*,'J'jr r if. Thi\ 
memorable event is recorded ire 
the Acli of St. Ariennuv, tin- 
martyr uikKt Julian, < i c 1 a I i 0 • * 
Cy'/acenu., the Alexandrian 01 
Palehal Cliro|jii:!e (|>ubii!lied lw 
l\ I'adcrus, and mou- na. uraiely 
by Du Cau<»e) nunnil.\l in (\ \o. 

Socrates, So/omen, U'ycas, Kil- 
ty c h i las 
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the chief ftatefmen and fcnators to affume the purple, and rid 
the empire of an ufurper, went with his forces by fea to Con- 
ilantinople, after a fuccefsful battle, made Phocas prifoner, and 
put him and his children to death in the year 61 1, the tyrant 
having reigned eight years and four months. The new em- 
perour by fuppliant imreaties begged a peace of Chofroes, with 

the 



tychius (Cbr. Orient.) &c. who do 
not copy Eufebius, but write from 
various memoirs and as vouch- 
ers of a fatt to which many had 
been eyewitnefTcs. Among theic 
authors if any difagrcemcnt be 
found in certain circumitances, 
the authority of Eufcbius ought 
to have the grcaceit weight. 
-According to the Paichal Chro- 
nicle, &c. the inscription was 
formed in letters as it were of 
gold, in the perpendicular Hi a ft 
or body of the crofs from the 
middle down to the bottom. 




See 'Tillemohf , r >rs da Vtrp. 
1 .Wbbe fie Lcllotj, dean and 
"innd vicar at A mien:,, / '//.' ■•"■f 

' //■//■/> itjut /;/r Ai ( ].ifi'H- i (ion Ac ('.>■'■'- 
//,;////;/ All. 17,1, l.eir.-lrl D'.l- 

fnMnnv, 'h'. ii'/l. !■" I s ./;<■'. n/- 

+ ► * 

// fn ' i , 1 . p. .) . l\ I .icuiiih , a 
Roman Liciiedicline moid;, *>')■"- 



t/Jgma de apparent is Conji amino 
AL Crueis Hijlotia. Roma; {755 ; 
and the elegant and judicious 
Monl". Beau, Hi ft. da Bus Empire 
T. 1. Amonff the Prote Hants 
lomc pretend the hiftory of this 
apparition to be a forgery and an 
impollure, as Hornbeck [Comm. 
ni Bu/ 1 am Ur/j. VI If. de /war, 

cultu, p. 182) Oifelius [in Ibef. 
numif?n. aniiq. p. 465) Tollms 
(P//ef. in Longin. Cif Adnot, in 
Laftant. de Mo>t. Pe>fec. c. 44.) 

and Chrift. Thomafius \Objtrv. 
Hathm. T. 1. p. 3 to.) Ac ib 
harfli and extravagant a cenfure 
other Protectants are Ihocked. 
For who can hear without indig- 
nation a religious emperour fwho 
embraced the divine faith in op- 
pofuion to the Roman fenarcr 
and die principal orders of men m 
the whole emphe, and a f.iith 
which declared war as»:iin!i a'i 
hisp.ifiions) charged in thU vei\ 
action with hypociily, imp-ijluie 
and pi. ijuiv ? Could he, nio'e- 
ovei, impo!e upon the 'enfc of 
his wiif'K- army f Could fn mary 
1) ilh»! ;.itis ,-uk1 mouunii'ht.s f>f Nie 
la nu: a;;--' be made lo compile in 
a f.icl \\ iiic !i w;i' either public k!y 
notorious or ni.milellly falie ? 
To ileh a! ihi;- miiacle, John i- 
herc !• a bnc 1 11 (f }, -7. A? i1» uc c a 

(*t r: (lifit n:j •;'//#/ //; />//•/ (r ■ / » . 

vol. ( 1. c. 1 . p. :>. ) and Joim 

Andr. \v '.chmidius [Oijj\ '*< l.utui 
in (,"'■//[.■ u'f/it / li ///://./itti . 160.' 
have ri.de, 1 vouivd 10 explain lit; 

diUiual appatiliou bv a rwuiu; 

iu\u 
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the proffer of an annual tribute : but the haughty barbarian dif* 
mifled his ambafladours without an audience, and in the firft 
year of the reign of Heraclius the Perfians took EdefTa and Apa- 
mea, and advanced as far as Antioch : in the fecond they 
took Csefarea in Cappadocia; in the fourth Damafcus, and in 
the fifth (which was the year 614) in the month of June they 
poflefled themfelves of Jerufalem, filling that city with outrages 
which cannot be mentioned without horrour. Many thoufands 
of clerks, monks, nuns, and virgins were cruelly maiTacred^ 
ninety thoufand Chriftians were fold for flaves to the Jews, and 
afterward many of them were tortured and flain. The churches, 
even that of the holy fepulchre, were burnt, and all the rich 
moveables were carried away, among which were an infinite 
number of confecrated vefiels, many precious relicks, and that 
part of the wood of the true crofs, which had been left there 
by St. Helen. The patrician Nicetas found means by the help 
of one of the friends of Sarbazara, the Perfian general, to 
fave two holy relicks, namely the fpunge with which the fol- 
diers gave our Saviour vinegar to drink; and the lance which 
pierced his fide ; both which he fent to Conftantinople. The 
Vol. III. Mmm facred 



folar or lunar halo. An halo is 

a circle of light, often red, 
which compares the fun, and 

moon, at a fmall diftance. It 
differs from the rainbow, which 
confills always of the feven 
colours, and appears in oppo- 
fnion to the fun : alfo from a 
parhelion which is a fecond or 
a ialle fun formed by an image 
of the fun re fleeted by a light 
cloud. (See P bilopphical Irmijac • 
t ions An. 1670. Mem. de V /had, 
1 7 z 1 . Mem . de 7 / e uoux 1701. 
Newton'* Opthki, p. 155, &c ) 
But light iii not more diftaut 
from tlarkucfs than a circular 
halo from the iiguic of a crofs. 
.If by an oblique relic cl ion of 
certain pencils of rays, an halo 
might form a crofs in its middle, 
on the folar diflc (which Fabri- 
ciu.s does not (hew ever to have 
happened) what aitinity ha;, this 
with a crofs appearing above the 
fiHi ? Not to mention the inferip- 

tioit and many oilier circum- 



ftances. Whence Mofheim, ar. 
this day the oracle of the Ger- 
man Proteftants in ecclefiaftical 
hiilory, having mentioned thefe 
opinions of Tollius and Fabri- 
cius, fays : 14 It is cafy to con- 
" fute both thofe who call thia 
€t apparition a forgery of the 
emperour, and thofe who 
" alcribe it to the natural caufes 
'* of an halo, &c. (Mq/bcim+ 
I'tftit. Hiftor. Eccl. Heltnjladii* 
1755. Sajc. 4. c. p. 145.) Thofu 
like wife Ihcw their dillrcfs for 
an anlwcr, who would have tins 
vifion pais for a dream, and 
feem themfelves afleep if they 
imagine Conllancinc and hi* 
army to have dreamed all toge- 
ther in the miilil of their match. 
The connection of the diurnal 
and nocturnal viftons, and of the 
event remove all cavil about th.'s 
miracle. See Henedicl XIViIl'.j 
rules lor dillin^uiihiti^ fupciir l- 
tural vifions. De. Cauoiux. o ' 
M.\ 3.I.3 c, fjl, 
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facred fpunge was expofed to the view of the people in the 
gr eat church, on the feaft of the Exaltation of the Crofs, on 
the 14th of September, the fame year. The facred lance was 
brought thither on the Saturday, the 26th of October : it was 
publickly venerated in the great church on the following Tuef- 
day and Wednefday by the men, and on Thurfday and Friday 
by the women. The patriarch Zachary was carried away cap- 
tive into Perfia, with a great multitude of other perfons. 
During his abfence the abbot Modeflus took care of the city 
of Jerufalem, and began to rebuild feveral churches and mo- 
nafteries that had been deftroyed. The next year the Per- 
fians took Alexandria, and plundered all Egypt ; and in the 
year following they conquered Carthage, Thefe loiTes and ca- 
lamities forced Heraclius again fuppliantly to beg peace of the 
victorious tyrant, who laughed at his requeft, and blafphemoufly 
declared, " That he would never let thofe men reft, fo long 
cc as they mould adore one who had been crucified by other 
* c men, and fhould refufe to worfhip the fun." Heraclius de- 
pending wholly upon the Saviour of the world, whofe glory 
he was to aflert, in the extreme poverty of the ft ate, borrowed 
the gold and filver which was found in the churches, and 
coined it into money, to raife an army for the protection of 
his fubjecls. Saez, lieutenant-general to the Perfian king, took 
.Ancyra, pillaged all Galatia, and being advanced as far as 
Chalcedon, offered to treat of peace. Heraclius fent to him 
feventy noblemen of great worth to negotiate with him : but 
the perfidious infidel put them all in chains, and carried them 
into Perfia, When he arrived there, his matter caufed him to 
be flayed alive, bccaufe he had not brought with him Heraclius 
him (elf, whom he had once feen, and had received prefents 
from. 

The emperour rcfolved at length to carry the war into Per- 
fia itfelf, to oblige the infidels to return home for the defence of 
their own country. That he might not leave any enemies be- 
hind him, he concluded a peace with the Chan of the Turci 
Avari, who had attacked him on the iide of Thrace, and in 
the year 622, the twelfth of his reign, begun his march to- 
ward Perfia immediately after Eafler. When he put himfelf 
at the head of his army, holding in his hand a picture of Jems 
Chri(l, he protcflcd to his foldiers, that he would never aban- 
don them till death, and fet before them how the enemies of 
God hail overrun their countiy, rendered the cities defolate, 
laid the countries waive before them, burnt the fandhiaries, pro- 
faned the holy altaia with blood, and defiled the fan ditty of the 

moli holy places by their brutal lulls, and debaucheries. With 

this 
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this army he defeated the Perfians the fame year In Armenia^ 
and in the enfuing fummer took the city Gazac in Perfia, and 
burnt in it the fine temple, and the palace of Chofroes, in which 
was a rich ftatue of that prince, fitting under a dome, which 
reprefented the heavens with the fun, moon 2nd ftars, and 
round about it angels holding fcepters in their hands, with ma- 
chines to make a noife like thunder. Leading his army back 
to take winter quarters in Albania, he there, out of compaf- 
fion, releafed fifty thoufand Peifian captives he had brought 
with him, and fupplied them with necefTaries 3 which adt of 
humanity made them all to pray with tears for his fuccef>, and 
that he might deliver Perfia from a tyrant, who by his cruelty 
and exactions was the deftroycr of mankind. The cmperour's 
campaigns in 624 and 625, were IVdl more fuccefsful againfl: 
numberlefs armies of the enemy. Sarbazara, a Perfian general^ 
arrived with a {trong army before Chalcedon, and was lecondeel 
by the perfidious Chan of the Avari, who having broke the 
truce, attacked Conftantinople on the European lido of the 
Straights. They were, however, both repulfed by the Chri~ 
flians in July, 626, and in their diforder flew one another. 
This deliverance was looked upon as miraculous, obtained by 
the prayers of the Blefled Virgin, as the Pafchal Chronicle* 
Theophanes, and particularly Cedrcnus relate. On the 12th 
of December, in 627, Heraclius gave the Perfians an entire 
overthrow, almofl without any lofs on his fide near the ruins 
of the ancient city of Ninive, under the command of Re- 
zaftes, who was himfelf found among the flain, with his 
fhield and armour of mafly gold ; and with him fell mod of 
the field officers and the greateff. pait of the Perfian army. 
The proud Chofroes was drove from town to town, yet con- 
tinued obftinatcly deaf to all propofals of peace. Heraclius, in 
his purfuit, burnt down all the king's houfes of pleafurc, but 
often releafed prifoners without a run lb m, though the barba- 
rian detained even his embailadouis. 'i he dildain with which 
Chofroes rejected all means o( peace, even though 1 Icraclius was 
mailer of the grcatcft part of Pei (ia, extiemely exal peratcd his 
fubje£ls : and his general S.ubay.ai a, who was near Chalcedon;, 
upon information that his mailer had condemned him to dic s 
openly revolted from him to the Romans. Cholines lrcked 
himfelf up with his wives and children in tin: Mrom:, eily of 
Seleucia on the Tigris, and bring there li izrd with a d\fvnterv n 
declared Mardcfanes, or Medarfes, his fun by Su\ Oi, flu: nmli be- 
loved nf his concubines, his (uccellour, anil endured pi --pai atioiui 
to be made for his eoionution. I lis elde'l Ion Sir* e , provoked 
at. this injulUtc, appealed to the nobl:s, took up avms_, ukaled 
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the Roman prifoners whom he fent back to Heraclius, ieized 
on his father, bound him in chains, and threw him into a ftrong 
dungeon which Chofroes had lately fortified to keep his trea- 
fures in. Exafperated more and more at his father's arrogance, 
even though the tyrant faw himfelf in his power, Syroes fet 
no bounds to his rage, allowed him only a fmaJJ quantity of 
bread and water for his fubftftence, and bad him eat the gold 
which he had amafTed by the oppreflion of fo many innocent 
people. He fent his Satrapes and his enemies to infult him, 
and caufed Mardefanes whom he would have crowned, and ali 
the reft of his children, to be murdered before his eyes. In 
this manner was the old king treated for five days together, 
during which time he was frequently fhot at and wounded with 
arrows, but not mortally, that his death might be the more lin- 
gering. He expired on the fifth day of thefe wounds. Thus,, 
by God's juft judgment, perifhed Chofroes II. by the hands 
•of an unnatural fon, having himfelf mounted the throne by 
imbruing his hands in the blood of his father Hormifdas, and 
filled not only his own kingdom, but all the Eaft, with mur- 
ders and defolation during a reign of thirty five years 
Siroes concluded a firm peace with Heraclius, releafed all the 
Roman prifoners, and among the reft Zachary, patriarch of 
Jerufalem ; reflored the provinces which the Chriftians had 
loft, and among other fpoils the true crofs, which had been 
carried into Periia fourteen years before by Sarbazara, when he 
took Jerufalem. The emperour brought this precious relick. 
with him to Conftantinople, where lie made his entry with a 
snoft fplendid triumph. In the beginning of the fpring of the 
following year 629, he embarked to carry the crofs again to 
Jerufalem, and to return thanks to God in that holy place for 
his victories. He would carry it upon his own fhoulders into 

tlie 



(£) The flrength of Perfia was 
fo broken by the victories of 
Heraclius, that it never recover- 
ed itfelf ; and foon after the Sara- 
tens, under the caliph Ofman, 
in 632, conquered this king- 
dom, having defeated and ilaiw 
Hormifdas II. a ion of Siroes, 
the lull Pcrfian Icing of the race 
of Artaxcrxcs. Few princes ever 
behaved with greater valour and 
religion than Heraclius during 

the fix year;; he was engaged in 

8hc i'crJiau war. Hut ioiieued 



hy the blandifhmcnts of profpe- 
rity he afterward tarnilhed his 
laurels, fufiered the Mahometan 
Saracens not. only to conquer all 
Arabia, but alfo to make in- 
roads into Syria, and became a 
weak prince, and an abetter of 
the fVJonothelite herefy. God 
often challi ied and delivered the 
ilourifliing nations of the Eaflern 
empire, till he at length fuHcrcd 
hisjuflicc to take place. Thus 
he dealt with the Jews ; thus h» 

often cicala with unfaithful foulo. 
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the- city, with the utmoft pomp; but flopped fuddenly at the 
entrance of the city, and found he was not able to go forward. 
The patriarch Zachary who walked by his fide, fuggefted to 
him, that his pomp feemed not agreeable to the humble ap- 
pearance which Chrift made, when he bore his crofs through 
the ftreets of that city : " You," faid he, <c walk in your 
•» c gaudy imperial robes ; he was meanly clad : you have on 
cc your head a rich diadem ; he was crowned with a wreath of 
" thorns : you go with your fhoes on ; he walked barefoot." 
Hereupon the emperour laid afide his purple and his crown, put 
on mean clothes, went along barefoot with the proceffion, and 
devoutly replaced the crofs where it flood before. It ftill con- 
tinued in the filver cafe in which it had been carried away, and 
the patriarch and clergy finding the feals whole, opened the 
cafe with the key, venerated it and (lie wed it to the people. 
The original writers always fpeak of this portion of the crofs 
in the plural number, calling it the pieces of the wood of the 
crofs (c), which fhews that it confifted of different pieces. 
This folemnity was performed with the moil devout thanks- 
giving, and honoured with miraculous cures of feveral fick 
perfons. The ceremony of e*pofing this facred reltck, as the 
tnoft lively memorial of the fufferings of our Divine Redeemer, 
to the veneration of the faithful, on this and feveral other days, 
was very folemn, and is often mentioned both before and after 
the recovery of this part of the crofs from the infidels. With 
what pomp and refpecl: the like was done with the part of the 
crofs that was kept at Conftantinople, and with what devotion 
and order the emperour, his court, the clergy, and all ranks 
among the people aflifred at this religious act, is defcribed at 
length by the emperour Conftantine Porphyrogeneta, both on 
this fcaft of the Exaltation of the Crofs (4.), and on certain 
other folemn days (5). 

Our Divine Redeemer is the fpiritual king of our fouls, and 
it is by the love and fpirit of his crofs that he muft reign in 
them. By this happy inffrument he has refcued us from the 
power of fin, and conquered death and hell. But do not our 
(loth and malice fltll hold out againft him ? Have the boundlcfs 
excels of his love, and the omnipotent power of his grace, 
yet triumphed over our hearts ? Is his holy crofs planted there ? 
does it daily grow and fprcad iifelf in our affections ? The fpi- 

M m in 3 lit 

{4) Con (hint. Porphyropj. de Casrcmoniis Auhe Cplnre, cura. 
Joan. Henr. Lci^hii, & Joan. Jac. Rei/kii JJpii;e 175 i« I' olio. 1. i 0 

c. 2:1 p. 74. (5) L. Z. c 28. p. 311, &C. 
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rit of the crofs, or of Chrift crucified, is the fpirit of that per- 
feci: humility, meeknefb, charity, patience, and all other vir- 
tues, which he preaches to us by his crofs. So long as felf- 
love, pride, fenfuality, or impatience find any place in us, 
we are lb far ftrangers to this fpirit of Chrift, and enemies to 
his crofs. VYc juiUy glory in this holy inftrument of our fal- 
vation, in this adorable and fvvect myftery of love, in this 
lYioft tender and precious memorial of our infinitely amiable 
God and Saviour, and of the price by which' he has re- 
deemed us, and made us, by fo many new ftricl: titles, his 
own- But can we look on a crucifix, or form the crofs on 
our foreheads, without being pierced with grief, and covered 
with fhame and confufion, to fee ourfelves lo little acquaint- 
ed with it, and its happy fruits ; fo filled with the contrary 
fpirit of the world ? Let us moft earneftJy and afliduoufly con- 
jure our loving Saviour, by his holv crofs, and by his infinite 
love and mercy, to fubdue our obftinacy, to extinguifh in us 
whatever oppofes his fweet reign, perfectly to form his fpirit in 
our hearts, and entirely to fubject ail our powers and affections 
to himfelf. He promifed that when he fhould.be exalted on 
his crofs, he would draw all things to himfelf. ' Is it poiTible, 
that the malice of our hearts fhould be able to refift lb won- 
derful a myftery of love? Let us beg, that he fulfil his gra- 
cious woid to us, and that his fpirit of humility, meeknefs 
and pure love may at length triumph in us. Then we fhall 
begin to tafte the moft fweet hidden manna that is found in 
the crofs, that is, in the devout remembrance and contempla- 
tion of that myftery, and in the participation or imitation of it 
by patient fuffering. Then fhall we underftand the glory, the 
happinefs, and un (peak able advantages and treafures that arc 
its portion. 

On the fame DAY 

St. Oath a r iNr of Genoa, Widow. Catharine or Cnttcrinctta 
!Picfchi Auoi no was born at Genoa in 144K. Her father James 
.Fielchi died viceroy of Naples under Rcr.atns of Anjou, king of 
Sicily l roin the full dawn of her rcal'on (he appeared to be a 

child 



(<j) The family of the Fiefchi 
was for many ap- s one of ilie 
jrimll illnlli tons in It.'ily. Its 
< hiei.s were counts of Lava</n;i 
in the tcmioiy of Genoa '1 hey 
van; for feme ii^cs punctual 



vicars of the cm pi to in .Italy, and 
afierwaul enjoyed very extraor- 
dina. y j jivilc^e;. in the republick 
of Genoa, and anion**; others 
that of coining money. Vliif. 

houfe gave to that commonwealth 

its 
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child of fpiritual benedictions. By a fingnlar privilege of divine 
grace, and the attention of virtuous parents, fhe feemed from the 
cradle entirely exempt from frowardnefs, and little paflions of an- 
ger or the like vices, with which izifancy itfelf is often ftaincd. It 
was fomething ftill more admirable and mere edifying in her to fee 
a tender child to join with the moft perfect fimplicity of heart, and 
obedience to her parents and others, a ferious love of prayer, the 
moft heroick practices of felf -denial, and the moft tender devotion, 
particularly toward the facred paffion of (Thrift. That at twelve 
years of age fhe was favoured by God with extraordinary fuperna- 
tural comforts and illuftrations of the Holy Ghoft in prayer, we are 
aiTured by her own teftimony. Experience teaches that by humble 
obedience, and fervent love of prayer the moft tender nge is capable 
of making great advancement in the paths of divine love and inte- 
riour folid virtue, and that the Holy Ghoft delights wonderfully to 
communicate him felf to thofe who fo early open their hearts entirely 
to him. But whilft he attracts them after the fweet odour of his oint- 
ments, he prepares them for the moft fevere trials, which furnifh 
them with occafions for the cxercife of the moft heroick virtues, and 
perfects the crucifixion of inordinate attachments in their hearts. 
This conduct of divine providence St. Catharine experienced. At 
thirteen years of age fhe eameftly defired to confecrate herfelf to the 
divine fervice in a religious ftate, thinking a contemplative life the 
more fecure for her, and it beft fuited her inclinations. But fhe was 
overruled by obedience to her parents, and by the advice of thofe 
from whom fhe hoped to learn what the divine will required of her. 
Three years after, fhe was married by her father to Julian Adorno, a 
gay young nobleman of Genoa. Her hufband, drunk with youth, 
and giddy with ambition, brought on her a long feries of grievous 
afflictions, which flic fuflfered during ten years, and which by the 
good ufe fhe made of them, exceedingly contributed to her more 
perfect fanctifi cation. His brutifh humour afforded a perpetual trial 
to her patience: his dilapidation of his own patrimony, and of the 
great fortune (he had brought him, perfected the difengngement of 
her heart from the world, and his profligate life was to her a fubject 
of continual tears to God for his convcrfion. This her prayers, 
patience, and example at length effected* and he died a penitent in 
the third Order of St. Francis. Catharine had a coufin named 
Tommafa Kiclchi, who being left a widow about the fame time, 
made her religions profeflion hi an aulleie nunnery of the Order of 
St. Dominick, and died priorefs in 1534. 
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its greateft generals during if. 
Jong wars both in the Mall and 
again ft the Venetians ; and to 
the church many cardinals and 
two popes, Innocent IV. and 
Adrian V. The family of 
elehi iuffeied much by the mif- 

carriago oi the corjlj^iacv Iomu- 
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a gain f I the Dona's, then mailer;; 
of the commonwealth in 15*17. 
The plot only failed by ihc 
deaih of count Kiefchi, who wa* 
drowned by lulling into the fen, 
as he wa:i «'oini» out of one ?>sd. 
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Our faint feeing herfelf freed from the fervitude of the world* 
and in a condition now to purfue the native bent of her inclination 
to live altogether to herielf and God, deliberated fome time in 
what manner fhe might belt execute her holy defire. At length, in 
order to join the active life with the contemplative, and to have the 
happinefs of miniftering to Chrift in his moil diilreffed and fuffering 
members, ihe determined to devote herfelf to the fervice of the 
lick in the great hofpital of the city. Of this houfe file lived many 
years the mother fuperiour, attending affiduoufly upon the patients 
with incredible tendernefs, performing for them the meaneir. offices, 
and drefling herfelf their moil loathfome ulcers. So heroick is this 
charity, that with regard to the infiitutions fet apart for the relief 
of the poor, and attendance on the lick, Voltaire forgets his ufual 
Ccnforious malignant difpofition in regard to religious inftitutions, 
to give them due praife. He declares that nothing can be nobler 
than the facrifice which the fair fex make of beauty and youth, and 
oftentimes of high birth to employ their time at the hofpitals in re- 
lieving thofe miferable objects, the fight of which alone is humbling 
to our pride, and fhocking to our delicacy. Jn overcoming this 
repugnance of nature in doing many cfrices about certain patients it 
colt our faint much difficulty in the beginning, till by perfeverance 
fhe had gained a complete victory over herfelf. Her charity could 
riot be confined to the bounds of her own hofpital: Ihe extended 
her care and folicitude to all lepers and other diilrefled fick perfons 
over the whole city, and Ihe employed proper perfons, with indefa- 
tigable induilry, to difcover, vifit and relieve fuch objects. Her falls 
and other auflerities were incredible, and it was her conftant fludy to 
deny her fenfes every fuperfluous gratification, and ftill more vigor- 
aully to humble her heart, and overcome her own will in every 
thing. Even whilft flic lived in the world with her hufband, it was 
a rule with her never to excufe herfelf when blamed by others, but 
always to be readily inclined fincerely to accufe and condemn her- 
felf She made it her conftant carnelt requeft to God that his pure 
and holy love might reign in her heart, and in her whole conduct, 
by the extinction of all inordinate felf love, and in this fenfe file 
took for her device that petition of our Lord's prayer : 'My nvill be 
done i-ii earth as it is in hianjtn. The neceiji ty of the i pi tit of uni- 
VCifal mortification and perfect humility to prepare the way for the 
pure love of God to be infnfed into the foul, is the chief Jefibn 
which fine inculcates in the two principal treatifes which Ihe wrote, the 
fu ll entitled, On l } ury/itor\ r) and the fecond called, si Dialogue. In this 
latter work Ihe paints jlroiv»]y the powerful cfi'ccls of divine love in 
a foul, and the wonderful fwectm-fs and joy which frequently ac- 
company it(/>). St. Catharine having fufleied the martyrdom of a 
tcdinm and painful illnefs, in which for a confiderable time ihe was 
:(caice able to take any nonriihment, though ihe received every day 
ihe holy communion, expired in jurat peace and tranquillity, and 

lier foul went to be united to the centre of her love on the 14th day 

of 



(A) Thcfc treatifes arc not writ for the common tlaf; of readers. 
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of September, 1510, fhe being fixty-two years old. The author of 
her life relates certain miracles by which God was pleafed to teftify 
her fanclity to men. Her body was taken up eighteen months after 
her death, and found without the lealr. fign of putrefaction. From 
that time it was expofed aloft in a marble monument in the church 
of the hofpital, as the body of a faint, and fhe was honoured with 
the title of Blefled, which pope Benedict XIV. changed into that of 
Saint, ftyling her in the martyrology St Catharine Fiefchi (in Latin 
Ftifia) Adorno (1). — See her life compiled by Marabotti, her con- 
fefTor, published in 1551 : alfo her works. 

(1) Bened. XIV. De Canoniz Sancl. 1. 3. c. 3. p. 20. 



SEPTEMBER i S . 
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From bis Afts in Surius^ and from Socrates^ Sozo?iwi^ &c. 

Fourth AGE. 

SS. Sabas and Nicetas are the two mofl renowned martyrs 
among the Goths. The former is honoured on the twelfth 
of April, the latter, whom the Greeks place in the clafs of the 
Great Martyrs, is commemorated on this day. He was 21 
Goth, born near the banks of the Danube, and converted to 
the faith in his youth by Theophilus, who was bifhop of the 
Scythians and Goths in the reign of Conftantinc the Great, 
When Valens afcendcd the imperial throne in the Eaft, in the 
year 364, the nation of the Goths was divided into two king- 
doms. Athanarick, king of the Eaftcrn Goths, who bordered 
upon the Roman empi'e toward Thrace, being a favage prince,, 
and a declared enemy to the Chriflian religion, in 370, railed 
a furious perfecution againft the church in his dominions. By 
bis order, an idol was carried in a chariot through all the towns 
and villages, where it was fufpc<£led that any Chiiltians lived, 
and all who refufed to adore it were put to death. The ufual 
method of the pel fecutors was to burn the Chrillians with their 
children in their houfes, or in the cluirchcs where they were i\ 
ailcmhled together; foinctimcs tl)ey were Habhcd at the foot of 
the altar. In the numerous army of martyrs, which glorified 

God amongft that barbarous people, on this uccalion, St. NlCC- 
tUS 
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tas held a diftinguifhed rank. It was by the fire that he fealed 
his faith and obedience with his blood, and triumphing over fin 
pafled to eternal glory. 

By the lively expectation of a happy immortality, and the 
confiant remembrance of the divine judgments, the faints cou- 
rageoufly overcame all the aflaults of the devil, the world and 
their own fiefli. VVe have thefe enemies to fight againft, nor 
can we expect any truce with them fo long as we remain in this 
mortal ftate. They are never more to be feared than when 
they lull us into a falfe confidence by feeming themfelves to 
fleep. We mutt: always watch, by afliduous prayer, felf-de- 
nial, and flight of all dangerous occafions, that we may difco- 
ver and fhun all the dangerous arts and flratagems by which our 
crafty enemies feek to decoy or betray us into ruin ; and we 
jnuft always hold our weapons in our hands, that we may be 
ever ready to repulfe all open aflaults. Many have fallen in the 
fecurity of peace who had vanquiflied the mo ft violent perfec- 
tions. If we do not meet with the firey trials of the martyrs, 
we are ftill in danger of perifhing in a calm, unlefs we arm 
ourfelves with watchfulnefs and fortitude. 



On the fame DAY 

St. Nicomedes, M. He was a holy prieft at Rome, who was 
apprehended in the perfecution of Domitian, for his afliduity in af- 
ii fling the martyrs in their conflicts, and for interring their bodies. 
Refilling conftantly to facrifice to idols, he was beaten to death 
v. ith clubs about the year go. His tomb was on the road to No- 
jnento, and he is commemorated on this day in the facramentary of 
St. Gregory the Great, and in the martyrologies of St. Jerom, Eede, 
Ac, See the Acts of SS. Nereus and Achilleus. 

St. John' the Dwarf, Anchoret, of Scute. St. John, fur named, 
from his low ilatuic, Colobus, that is, the Little, or the Dwarf, 
was famous nmoii 1 .; the eminent ancient faints that inhabited the de- 
fur ts oi Kj»ypt. He retired, together with an elder brother, into 
the vail wildcrncfb of Scete, and putting himfelf under the direction 
<of an holy old hermit, he fet himfelf, with his whole heart, and 
with all his llrength, to labour in luhdnmg himfelf, and in putting 
on the divine fpirit of Chrill. The firlt condition which Chrill re- 
itjuires, the preliminary article which he lays down tor his fervice, 
is a practice of perfect (elf-denial, by which we learn to die to our- 
fejve.;, and all our vicious inclinations. So long as inordinate (elf- 
love and pailions reign in the heart, they cannot fail to produce 
ihivir fruits; we are imperceptibly governed by them in the circle ol 
our oidiri.uy actions, and remain habitually cnllavecl to pride, anger, 
impatience, envy, fenfualify, and other vices, which often bre.ik 

forth into open tranfgi cJuons of the divine law .; and a lurking inor- 
dinate 
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dinatc fclf-love, whilft it holds the empire in the afFeclions, infinu- 
ates itfelf, under iubtle difguifes, into all our anions, becomes the 
main fpring of all the motions of our heart, and debafes our virtues 
themfelves with a mixture of vice and imperfection. Virtue is ge- 
nerally defective even in many who delire to ferve God, becaufc 
very few have the courage perfectly to vanquifh themfelves. It is 
Itrange that men mould be fo blind, or fo cowardly, in a point of 
fuch infinite importance, fince Chrift has laid down the precept of 
perfect, abnegation and humility as the foundation of the empire of 
his divine grace and love in a foul : upon this all the faints raife the 
edifice of their virtue. He who builds not upon it builds upon fand. 
He who without this precaution, multiplies his alms, his falls and 
his devotions, takes a great deal of pains to lofe, in a great mea- 
fure, the fruit of his labours. Our holy anchoret, left he mould be 
in danger of miflmg his aim, refolved to negledl no means by which 
he might obtain the victory over himfelf, The old hermit who was 
his director, for his firft lefton, bad him plant in the ground a dry 
walking-flick which he held in his hand, and water it every day till 
it mould bring forth fruit. John did fo with great fimplicity, though 
the river was at a confiderable diflance. It is related that when he 
had continued his tafk without fpeaking one word, in the third year, 
the ftick which had taken root, pulhed forth leaves and buds, and 
produced fruit ; the old hermit gathering the fruit carried it to the 
church, and giving it to fome of the brethren, faid: " Take, and 
" eat the fruit of obedience. 1 ' (i). Poirhumian, who was in Egypt 
in 402, afTured St. Sulpicius Severus, that he was (hewn this tree, 
which grew in the yard of the monaitery, and which he faw covered 
with boughs and green leaves, (z) St. John ufed to fay, that as a 
man who fees a wild heart or a ferpent coming towards him, climbs up 
a tree to be out of their reach ; fo, a pcrfon who perceives any 
evil thoughts coming upon him, in order to fecure himfelf againll 
the danger, mull afcend up to God by earneft prayer. Being yet a 
novice in the monaftick Hate, and much taken with the charms of 
heavenly contemplation, he faid one day to his elder brother: '* I 
<4 could wifh to live without detraction, or earthly concerns, like 
the angels, that I might be able to ferve and praife" God without 
interruption/' Saying this, and leaving his cloak behind him v 
he went into a more fecret part of the wildernefs. After being ab- 
lent a week, he returned, and knocked at the door of his brother's 
cell. Being niked his name, he faid: *• I am your brother John. 
How can that be," replied the other ; " for my brother John is 
become an angel, and lives no more among men." St. John 
begged pardon for his rattincfs, and acknowledged that thin mortal 
flate does not admit fuch a perfection, but requires that contempla- 
tion and manual labour mutually mccecd and allilL each other, and 
confeHed that man's life on earth is labour and penance, not frui- 
tion. 
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tion. It was one of this faint's maxims : " If a general would take 
** a city, he begins the fiege by debarring it from fupplies of wa- 
*' ter and provifions ; fo by fobriety, failing, and maceration of 
** the flefli, are our affections and paffions to be reduced, and our 
** domeftick enemy weakened." How careful he was to watch a- 
gainft all occafions of danger, appears from the following inilances. 
As he was praying and plying his work in platting matts, on the 
road to Scete, he was one day met by a carrier driving camels, who 
reviled him in the moll: injurious terms. The faint, for fear left the 
tranquillity of his foul fhould be any way impaired, threw down the 
work he had in his hands, and ran away. Another time, when he 
was reaping corn in the harveft, he ran away, becaufe he heard one of 
the reapers angry with another. Happening one day as he was go- 
ing to the church of Scete, to hear two peribns wrangling together, 
he made hafte back to his cell, but walked feveral times round it, in 
profound recollection, before he went in, that he might purify his 
cars from the injurious words he had heard, and bring his mind 
perfectly calm to converfe with God. By this continual watchful - 
snefs over himfelf, he acquired fo perfect a habit of meeknefs, hu- 
mility and patience, that nothing was able to cloud or dilrurb his 
mind. When one {aid to him : " Thou haft a heart full of venom," 
he fvveetly aufvvered : " That is true, and much more fo than you 
** think/' By the following example he inculcated to others the 
great neceifity of overcoming ourfelves, if we defire truly to ferve 
God. A certain young man intreated a celebrated philofopher to 
permit him to attend his lectures. <e Go firft," faid the philofopher, 
" to the marble quarries, and carry ftones to the river, among the 
** malefactors condemned to the mines, during three years." He 
did fo, and came back at the end of that term. The philofopher 
bid him go again, and pafs three years in receiving ail forts of inju- 
ries and affronts, and make no anfwer, but give money to tljofe 
who mould moll bitterly revile him. He complied likewifo with 
this precept, and upon his return the experienced tutur told him he 
might now go to Athens, and be initiated in the fchools of the phi - 
lofophers. At the gate of that city fat an old man who made it his 
paflimc to abufe thofe who came that way. The young novice 
never ju Hi fled himfelf, nor was angry, but laughed to hear himfelf 
fo outrageoufly railed at, and being afked the reafon, faid : C1 1 have 
** given money thefe three years to all who have treated me as you 
** do ; and fhall not I laugh now it coAs me nothing ro be reviled r 1 ' 
Hereupon the old man replied: ts Welcome to the fchools of philo- 

fophy. You arc worthy of a feat in them. 1 ' The faint added : 
»* Behold the <>/ate of heaven. All the faithful fervant;. of the Lord 
** have entered into this joy by fullering injuries and humilia- 
♦« tions with meeknefs and patience. 1 ' To recommend tendemcfo 
and charity to thofe who labour in converting others to God, lie 
faid : *' It is impoilible to build a houfe by beginning at the top in 
order to build downwards. Wo inuli iirii gain the heart of our 
neighbour before we can be ufeful to him." 

It was an ufual frying of this faint: ** The fafety of a monk con- 

*• iifb in hi* keeping always hi* cell, watching conUantly over him- 

•* fell, 
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*t f e jf t and having God continually prefent to his mind.** As for 
his own part, he never difcourfed on worldly affairs, and never 
fpoke of news, the ordinary amufemcnt of the flothful. Some per- 
fons one day, to try him, began a converfation with him, faying : 
We ought to thank God for the plentiful rains that are fallen this 
«' year. The palm-trees fprout well, and our brethren will eafily 
« c find leaves and twigs for their work in making mates and bafkets/* 
St. John contented himfelf with anfwering : " In like manner, when 
*' the Spirit of God comes down upon the hearts of his fervants, 
*' they grow green again, as 1 may fay, and are renewed, mooting 
" as it were frefh leaves in the fear of God. 1 ' This reply made them 
attempt no more any fuch converfation with him. The faint's mind 
was fo intent on God in holy contemplation, that at his work he 
fometimes platted in one bafket the twigs which mould have made 
two, and often went wrong in his work, forgetting what he was do- 
ing. One day, when a driver of camels, or a carrier, knocked at 
his door, to carry away his materials and inllruments for his work, 
St. John thrice forgot what he went to fetch in returning from his 
door, till he continued to repeat to himfelf, " the camel, my plat- 
*' ting inurnment. 1 ' The fame happened to him when one came to 
fetch the bafkets he had made, and as often as he came back from 
his door, he fat down again to his wqrk, till a; lafl he defired the 
brother to come in, and take them himfelf St. John called humi- 
lity and Co npunction the nrft and moft neceflary of all virtues. By 
the fervour and affiduity of his prayer and heavenly contemplation, 
all his difcourfe on God was inflamed. A certain brother coming 
one day to fee him, defigning to fpeak to him only for two or three: 
minutes, being in hafte to go back to his cell, fo ardent and Iwcct 
was their converfation on fpiritual things that they continued it the 
whole night till morning. Perceiving it day, they went out of the 
faint's cell, the one to return home, the other to conduct, him fome 
ftcps, and falling into difcourfe on heaven, their entertainment Jail- 
ed till mid-day. Then St. John took him again into his cell to eafi 
a inorfel for his rcfcclion : after which they parted. St. John feeing 
a monk laugh in a conference, fat down, and bur/ling into tears., 
faid : " What reafon can this brother have to laugh, whiJll wr 
41 have fo many to Weep ? " A certain charitable devout young wo- 
man, named Paefia, fell into poverty, and gradually into a difbrderb, 
life. The monks of Sec to in treated St. John to endeavour to reclaim 
her from her evil com fen. The faint repaired to her houfe, bur 
was refufed entrance, till perilling a long time, and repeating; 
that fhe would have no reafon to repent that fhe ha i fpoki: 
to him. be got admittance. Then fitting down by her, he /aid, 
with his accullomed fwectnefs : ** What reafon can you liavi: 
to complain of Jefus, that you (hould thus abandon him, to plunge 
youifcli in lb deplorable an abyfs ? " At thefc word.--, fhe w'us 
itrurk to (he quick ; and feeing the faint melt into terns, fhe faid to 
Iiiui : *' Why do you weep fo bitterly ? " St. John replied : •* 1 low- 
can 1 refrain from weeping, wliilll [ fee Satan in poffeflion of 
your heart ? She faid : 44 is the gate of penitence yet open to me r " 

•The faint having ualwercd, (hat ihw trcaiurejj of the divine mercy 
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are inexhauftible, (he replied : " Conduct me whither you pleafe." 
Hereupon, he rifing up, faid: " Let us go." The penitent followed 
him without faying another word, and without giving any orders 
about her houmold or fervants ; a circumftance which he took no- 
tice of with joy, as it (hewed how entirely (he was taken up with 
the thoughts only of faving her foul. She fpent the remainder of 
her life in auftere penance, and died happily foon after in the wik 
dernefs, having no other pillow than a hillock to lay her head on, 
John learned by a revelation that her fhort, but fervent penitence 
had been perfect before God. When our faint drew near his end, 
his difciples intreated him to leave them, by way of legacy, tome 
wholefome lefTon of Chriftian perfection. He fighed, and that he 
might out of humility fhun the air of a teacher, alleging his own 
maxim and practice, he faid: 4< I never followed my own will ; nor 
*' did I ever teach any other, what I had not firft pra&ifed myfelf. 1 * 
St. John died about the beginning of the fifth century. — See Cotelier 
j$poth. Patrum. litt. I. p. 468 to 484. Rofvveide 1. 5. Fits Pat mm, 
tranflated into Latin by Pelagius, deacon of Rome, who was chofen 
pope in 558. Tillemont, T. 10. p. 427. 

St. Aicard, or Ach art, Abbot, C. Aufchaire, the father of 
this faint, an eminent officer in the court and armies of king Clo~ 
thaire II. and Ermina his mother, were diftinguifhed for their birth 
and riches among the prime nobility of Poitou. Ermina's particu- 
lar character was a tender devotion and extraordinary piety, and 
this treafure (he defired above all things to fee her fon inherit in 
that perfection in which it is pofTeffed by the faints. There flou- 
riihed at Poitiers at that time two renowned feminarics of piety and 
learning ; one was the epifcopal palace, the other the monaftery of 
St. Hilary in the fuburbs of the city (now a collegiate church, 
whereof the kings of France are abbots). In this latter Aicard had 
his education till he was fixteen years of age, when his father called 
him home in order to introduce him to court, and teach him to af- 
pire to the highelt military honours. The devout mother trembled 
at the thought of the dangers of forgetting God, to which flic ap- 
prehended he would be expofed in that itate, and earned! y deiired, 
that, as their ambition for their fon's advancement ought to have 
no other view than that he fhould become a faint, whatever choice 
was made, this end alone fliould be confidered in it. To terminate- 
the debate between the parents, the youth was called upon to de - 
clare his inclinations. Thefe he cxprefled to his lather with lb 
much earnellnefs and in fo dutiful and rcfpe&ful a manner, as 
drew tears from the aged parent's eyes, and extorted his conlent 
upon the fpol, that feeing his fon chofe God alone for his portion, 
he fliould be at liberty to confecrate himfelf to the divine lei vice 
in whatever manner he deiired to confummate his facrifice. ^ Ai- 
card without farther delay, repaired to the abbey of St, Jouin, in 
Poitou, near the borders of that province,, a houfe then renowned 
for the feverity of its difeipline, and the fanclity <>i its monks. 
From the fir 11 clay that he entered this monallery to the end ol his 
life, he exerted all his endeavours and Ilrenglh to become every 

day more ft'iignvil, niQic patient, more humble, more exact in 
J or* every 
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every obfervance of his rule, and more fervent in the practices of 
devotion and penance, and in the divine love : thus he never fuf~ 
fered any thing to abate his ardour, or to deaden the itrong defires 
of his foul in the purfuit of virtue, ftudying always to difcover 
whatever defects impaired the perfection of his affections or 
actions, fevercly condemning himielf and daily faying with frefh 
vigour: 1 bauf faid, heboid, »o-iv I ba<ve be^un. One day being in 
the garden he fcemed to hear a voice which repeated the 7th verfe 
of the 33d pfalm, that the juft fliall always go forward from virtue> 
to virtue, growing continually in wifdom, rill they arrive at the vi- 
rion of God : and was wonderfully delighted with this motto and 
chara&eriftick of true virtue. The faint's parents, after his retreat, 
founded the abbey of St. Bennet at Quinzay, about three miles 
from Poitiers, and committed the fame to the direction of St. Phili- 
bert, who for fear of the tyranny of Ebroin, had been obliged to> 
leave his monaitery of Jumieges, in Neuflria, or what is now called 
Normandy. I his holy abbot peopled Quinzay with a colony front 
Jumieges, as he had done a little befoic another monaitery which 
he founded in the iflc of Hero, on the coaits of Poitou. St. Phili- 
bert conllituted St. .Aicard jfirft abbot of Quinzay, but finding it im- 
polhble to return himfe'f to Jumieges, which he looked upon a.; the: 
principal among all the religious foundations he had ever eitabltmed r 
he refined that abbacy to St. aicard, and remained hiinfeJf at Quin- 
zay. There were then atjumieges, nine hundred m.mks .among who in. 
St. Aicard exceedingly promoted all the exercifes ofmonaltick perfec- 
tion, and facred ftudies among thofe whom he judged belt qualified 
for them (1). He at fir It exhorted his religious brethren only by 
his example ; and this manner of exhorting, dumb as it was, pro- 
ved molt effectual. His afiiduity in prayer, his modeity, his meek- 
nefs, the aullerity of his penance, and his fcrupulous obfervance of 
every part of the rule made every one extremely defirous to hear him 
fpeak whom they law do 10 well. He foon fatisficd their impud- 
ence by giving them admirable leflbns on all the duties of chriftian 
perfection, efpecially on felf-denial and the entire difengngemcnt of 
the heart from the world and all creatures. Hib iulh uctions v.-rrc 
delivered in fo tender and pathetick a manner, that every word 
made a deep imprefhon cm the heart:; of all that heard him. Jt was 
the cullom in his coninju ity for every monk to lhave his crown 
on all Saturdays. St. .Aicard having once been hindered on the: 
Saturday, Lej;an to lhave hinilelf very eaily on the Sunday morn- 
ing before the divine njlice . but was touched with reinoife in that 
action, and i:; fai 1 to have (ccn in a vilmr, a devil pirkimi up every 
hair which he had cm nfl at fo undue a 10:1c, to produce a:;;tin(t 
jiiiii ;it the divine tribunal (.'.). The holy man defdhd and paJieil 
the day with hi:- head half ihaved ; and, in th.tl condttiuii juievoui- 
Jy accLifed and condemned himfeif in (nil chapter with ahmidance 
of tears. ']*h<»;e w ho ti uly conhder the infinite la net ity 1 1 did and the 
jM'eat purity of allcct'uns, axid lidelity in all duties, watch like Job 
with holy leai over their hearts in all they do, beinj; well a/iurrd 

thac 

(1) Rivet, Hill. Liter, de la I'rancc. M\ 3. p. /J?t t \ t )*q. 

(-■) Vtf. tit. Aicaul, ami Avij Kir Jc-j Devoid. M^uMl. T. :„ 
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that no failures will efcape the vigilance of their accufers, or the 
all-piercing eye and rigorous juftice of their judge. St. Aicard, in his 
laft moments, faid to the monks : ** My dear children, never for- 
• c get the lafl advice, and as it were the teftament of your moft ten- 
* 6 der father. I conjure you in the name of our divine Saviour, 
*« always to love one another, and never to fuffer the lead coldnefs 
" toward any brother to take place for a moment in your breads, 
«< by which, perfect charity, which is the mark of the elecl:, may 
*' fuffer any prejudice in your fouls. In vain have you borne the 
*' yoke of penance, and are grown old in the exercifes of reli- 
c< gious duties, if you do not lincerely love one another. With- 
* c out this, martyrdom itfelf cannot render you acceptable to God. 
«« Fraternal charity is the foul of a religious houfe." Having 
fpoken thefe words, lifting up his hands and eyes towards heaven, 
he happily furrendered his foul into the hands of his Creator on the 
fifteenth of September, about the year of our Lord 680, in the 
lixty -third of his age. A church was built at Jumieges in his ho- 
nour. During the incurfions of the Normans and Danes his relicks 
were conveyed to Hapres, a priory between Cambray and Valen- 
ciennes, dependent on the great abbey of St. Vaaft, and have fince 
remained at the difpofal of this monaftery — See the life of St. Ai- 
card in Surius and Bailie t 15 Sept. Mabillon Aft. Be?ied. faec. 2. p. 

954. &c. 
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A. D. 252. 

THE holy pope Fabian having been crowned with martyr-* 
clom on the 20th of January in thcycar 250, the fee of 
Rome remained vacant above iixtecn months, the clergy and 
people not being able all that while, through the violence of 
the pcrfecution to aflcmble for the election of a bifhop. St. Cy- 
prian fays, that fuch was the rage of the perfecuior Decius, 

that he would more cafily have lUlicicd a competitor in his cm- 
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pire than a bifhop in Rome. At length, however, when that em- 
perour was taken up in oppofing the revolt of Julius /alens, or in 
his wars again ft the Goths at a cl i fla r, ce from Rome, Cornelius 
was chofen to fill the apofiolick chair in 251. St. Cyprian tclti- 
fies that he was a per Ton of an unblcmifhed chara£Lr, and vir- 
ginal purity, remarkable for his humility ; meek, modeft, peace- 
able, and adorned with ail other virtues ; that he was not advanced 
to the epifcopal dignity on a fudden, but had gone through all the 
orders of the clergy, as the previous fteps, and ferved the Lord 
in the functions of each diftinct. order, as the canons require. 
At the time of St. Fabian's death, he was a prieft in the Ro- 
man church, and had the chief fhare in the direction of affairs 
during the vacancy of the holy fee. Far from aiming at, or 
defiring the fuprerne dignity in the church to which he was 
raifed, he fufrered violence, /ays the fame St. Cyprian, and was 
promoted to it by force and compulfion. In this we fee the 
character of the fpirit of God, which teaches holy men in 
humility and diftruff, fincerely to fear and decline fuch pofts, 
which prefumption, vanity and ambition make others feek and 
invade, who by this mark alone are fufficientiy proved to be 
moft unworthy. And Cornelius by gradually proceeding 
through all the functions of the minifiry, according to the fpiric 
of the church, had attained all the graces and virtues by which 
he was qualified for that high flation. The election of Cor- 
nelius was made by a due afTembly of almoft all the clergy 
of Rome j a great number alfo of the laity, who were pre- 
fent, contented to, and demanded his ordination. The con- 
curring fuffrages of fixteen ancient and worthy bifhops (two 
of whom were Africans) who happened then to be in Rome, 
confirmed the fame, and the elecl: was compelled to receive 
the epifcopal confederation. St. Cyprian and other bifhops, 
according to cuftom, difpatched to him letters of communion 
and congratulation. Matters were thus fettled when the devil 

found in Novatian an inftrumcnt to difiurb the peace of the 
ch u rc h . 

'I "his man had been a Stoick philofopher, and had gained a 
confiderable reputation by his eloquence. He at length embraced 
the faith, but continued a catechumen, till falling dangeroufly 
ill, and his life being defpaircd of, he was baptized in bed, not 
by immerfion, which was then the molt ufual method, but by 
infufion, or the pouring on of water. Recovering, he re- 
ceived not the foal of the Lord by the hand of the hiinop, fays 
St. Pacian, that is to fay, the facia men t of confirmation- 
Both thefe defends were, by the ancient difcipline of the church, 
bars to holy orders. The Clinici or pcrfous who had been 

Vol. 1(1. N n a baptized 
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baptized in bed in time of ficknefs, were declared irregular^ 
and excluded from the pricfthood : not as if fuch a baptifm 
was defective, but in deteftation of the floth and fukewarmnefs 
by which fuch perfons put ofF their baptifm till they were in 
immediate danger of death. Novatian, notwithftanding this 
double irregularity, was afterward ordained pricft. The per- 
fection coming on, he kept himfelf fhut up in his houfe, and 
when the deacons folicited him to go and arlift his brethren, he 
went away in a rage, faying he would no longer ferve the 
church, being fond of another kind of philofophy. Afterward, 
with a view to make himfelf confpicuous by oppofing the 
parlors, he became very rigid, and complained that fome that 
had fallen in the perfecution, were too eafily admitted again. 
By this pharifaical zeal he made a fmall party, and counted 
fome among the confeflbrs, who were in prifon at Rome, in his 
intercft. He was much emboldened in his cabals by No- 
vatusj a wicked prieft of Carthage. This man having ftre- 
nuoufly abetted the deacon Feliciffimus in the fchifm which he 
raifed againft St. Cyprian about the beginning of the year 251, 
to avoid the fentence of excommunication with which St. Cy- 
prian threatened him, fled to Rome, and there joining Novatian, 
either fir ft ftirred him up to commence an open fchifm, or at 
leaft very much encouraged him in it. So notorioufly were am- 
bition and faction the aim of this turbulent man, that though at 
Carthage he had condemned the con duel: of St. Cyprian to- 
wards the lapfed as too fevere, he was not afhamed to ground 
his fchifm at Rome upon the oppofite principle, calling there 
the felf-fame difcipline of the church a criminal relaxation of 
the law of the gofpel. To frame a clear conception of this con- 
troverfy, it is neceffary to obferve that thofe Chriftians who in 
the perfecution had ottered incenfc to idols, were called Sacri- 
ficati and Thurificati ; others who purchafed with money of 
the imperial officers libels or certificates of fafety, as if they 
had offered facrifice (by which they were guilty of the fame 
fcandal) were called Libcllatici or Certificate-men. All the 
Lapfed, upon giving marks of finccrc repentance, were ad- 
mitted by the church to a courfc of fevere canonical penance, 
which was fhortcr and milder with regard to the Certificate- 
men than to Apoftates : which term being completed (or abridg- 
ed by an indulgence given by the bifliop) they were received 
to communion. If any penitent during the courfc of his pe- 
nance, happened to be in danger of death, the benefit of ab- 
solution and communion was granted him. This difcipline was 
confirmed by fevcral councils at Rome, in Africa and other 

jplacesj and at this J^pvatiaa tgok qHcucc> pretending that the 

Jjiinfud 
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Lapfed ought never to be again admitted to penance, or to re- 
ceive abfolution, not even after having performed any courfe of 
penance, or in the article of their death. Yet he did not bid 
them defpair, but left them to the divine mercy, exhorting them 
privately (though excluded from the communion of the reft of 
the faithful) to make application to God for mercy, hoping that 
he would be moved to fhew them companion at the I aft day. 
Novatian foon added hercfy to his fchifm, maintaining that the 
church" had not received from Chrift power to abfulve iinners 
from the crime of apoftacyy how penitent fo'jver they might be. 
His followers afterward taught the laine of murder and forni- 
cation,, and condemned fecond marriages (a). His difciplcs were 
tailed Novatians and Cathari, that is, Pure. Having feparated 
manj/ perfons from the communion of Cornelius, he decoyed 
three bifliops from a corner of Italy, to come to Rome, and 
ordain him bifhop of that city. One of thefc bifliops returned 
foon after to the church, bewailing and confelling his guilt, 
and was admitted by St. Cornelius to lay-communion : for he 
remained depofed from his dignity, as well as the two other 
bifliops who were concerned with him, and pope Cornelius fent 
others to fill up their fees. Thus Novatian was the firft anti- 
pope, though he was author not only of a fchifm, but alfo 
of a herefy, and was acknowledged bijfhop only by hereticks. 
On account of his errours he is called by St. Cyprian (2)5 
* c A defer ter of the church, an enemy to all tendernefs, a very 
u murderer of penance., a teacher of pride, a corrupter of the 
<c truth* and a deftrdyer of charity." St. Cornelius allembled 
at Rome a fynod of fixty bifliops, in which he confirmed the 
Canons, by which it was ordained to admit the Lapfed 
penitent to publick penance ; and bifliops and priefls, who 
had fallen, only to the rank of laymen, without power of cx- 
ircifing any facer dotal function. Novatian who was there 
prefent, and obflinately refufed to communicate with fuch pe- 
nitents, was : xcommunicated. The coiifeflors Alaximus a 
priehr, Urbanus, Sidonius, Celcrinus and Motes, who had been 
feduced by Novatian to favour his fchifm, were difabufed by 
the letters of St. Cyprian and the evidence of truth :nid juliicc, 
and were all received to communion by St. Cornelius, to the 

Nnn 2 great 
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(fl) On thefe errours ol the Dr. Clrinrnum C tpllali Vjvj h:tc* n tv- 
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unexampled invention of malice and cruelty to tear and tor- 
bowels of this intrepid champion, oppofing the 
di:'ls, and through the mighty power of his faith, 
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great joy of the people, as appears from a letter of this pope to 
St. Cyprian (3), and from a fragment of the lair, of his four 
letters to Fabius bifhop of Antioch, preferved by Eufebius. 
This biftorian informs us, that there were in the church of 
Rome, in the time of pope Cornelius, forty-fix priefts, feven. 
dencons? feven fubdescons, forty- two acolytes, fifty -two ex- 
orcifts, lectors and janitors, or door-keepers, and one thoufand 
five hundred widows and other poor perfons whom the church 
main f au cu. 

St. Cyjirian exceedingly extols the zeal and piety with which 
St. Cojneiiu.i behaved in his paftoral charge ; and the courage 
and ft* ad fait n .-h with which he adhered to his duty in the moft 
perilous times. cc Should not he be ranked among the moft il- 
* 4 hifirious martyrs and conf^flbrs," fays he, " who continued 
i i long under rhe expectation of tormentors and favage exe- 
cutions; from the enraged tyrant, to mangle his body; to 
6C behead, or to burn, or to crucify, or with fome new and 

cc tine the 

<c dreadful ed 

<c defpifing the torments wherewith he was threatened ? Though 
the goodnefs of God hath hitherto protected his biftiqp, yet 
Cornelius gave fufRcient evidence of his love and fidelity, 
by being ready to fuffer all he could fuffer, and by his .zeal 
conquering the tyrant (Decius) fir ft, who was foon after 
<c conquered in battle (4)." Our faint who deferved by 
his conftancy to be ranked among the martyrs in the perfecu- 
tion of Decius, attained to his crown a fliort time after. De- 
cius being defeated by the Goths in Thrace perifhed in a bog, 
toward the end of the year 251, and was fucceeded by Gallus 
the general of his army, who had betrayed him. The refpite 
which this revolution feemcd to give the church was of a 
fhort continuance. A peftilence which ravaged the empire, 
alarmed the fupcrftition of the new emperour, who thought 
he ihoukl appcafc the anger of his falfe gods by taking vengeance 
on the Chriftians, though his perfecution is called by moft 
writers a pait of the feventh, or a continuation of that of De- 
cius, whole edicts he put more rigoroufly in execution than that 
emperour himfelf had ever done. Pope Cornelius was the fir ft 
perlon that was apprehended at Rome. Having made a glo- 
rious confcilion of his faith, he was fent into banifhment to 
Ccntumcellx, now called Civita Vccchia. St. Cyprian wrote 

him 
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him a congratulatory letter upon the news of his happincfs in 
fuffering for Chrift (5). In this epiftle he clearly foretells the 
approaching conflicts of rhem both, and fays G -id had (by a 
fpecial revelation) advertifed him of his own, and thai, he 
therefore earneftly exhorted his people to piepare for it in con- 
tinual watchfulnefs, fading and prayer. He adds: cc Who- 
" ever of us friall be firft favoured wit!-) a removal hence, let 
cc our charity perfevere with the Lord for our brethren in never- 
<c ceafing prayers unto the Father for our brethren and filters." 
St. Cornelius was called to eternal blifs in 252, on the 14th 
of September, on the fame day on which St. Cyprian' was 
martyred fix years after, though they are commemorated toge- 
ther in the prefent Roman martyrology on the r6th. The Libe- 
ria!! calendar mentions that St. Cornelius having been baniflied 
to C^ntumcellas, llept in the Lord on the 14th of this month. 
St. Jerom tells us, in his life of St. Cyprian, that this holy 
pope was brought back from Centumcellae to Rome, and there 
iuffered death. His relicks were fir ft interred in tlie cemetery 
of Calixtus ; Adrian I. placed them in a datcly church which he 
built in his honour. In the reign of Charles the Son of Lewis 
Debonnaire, the facred remains of St. Cornelius were tranf- 
latcd to Compiegne in France, and one part of thern is 
cfteemed the richeft treafure of a famous Benedictine ab- 
bey there, called St. Cornelius's ; but a portion thereof was 
removed to Rheims, and thence to Rofnay, a collegiate church 
in Flanders (6). 

St. Ircnaeus, Origen and other fathers obfervc, that mod of 
the hereticks were fpared in the perfecutions, which fell cither 
folely, or at lealt mod heavily upon the catholicks. Thiii was 
fometimes owing to the fubtcrfuges of the hereticks, often to 
the perfecutors. St. Cyprian, in his laft letter to pope Cor- 
nelius (7), makes the fame remark concerning the Novatians ; 
but attributes it to the devil. " Who," fays he, cc are the 
* c fervants of God, whom the devil fo molcfls ? Who arc tnilv 
cc Chriftians whom Antichrid with all his might oppofes ? 
Tt For the devil troubles not himfclf with thofe whom lie hath 
cc already made fure of, nor docs he labour to conquer thofe 
l< that arc now in his power. I'hc great enemy of tin- church 
overlooks them as his captives, and pafl'es them by without 
thinking them worth his notice, whom lie hath ahcady le- 
tc duced and alienated from the church, a n! employs his 
** pains and dratagems upon thofe in whom he obleives Chrift 
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* fc to dwell* Although, if it {hould fo fall out, that one of 
*- c that wretched company {hould be feized, he could have 
4t no reafon to flatter himfelf with any hopes upon his confef* 
<c fion of Chriitj iince it is an agreed rule, that whoever 
46 fuffers without the church, is fo far from being entitled to 
" the crown of faith, that he continues obnoxious to the 
6C punishment of having forfaken it." 







St. CYPRIAN, Archbifliop of 

Carthage, M. 



SVe have his life written by Pontius, his deacon + an e*e- witnefs to 
his principal urlio?is : elf a two joh! genuine copies of extracts 
from the prefidial Acts of his two "xa?nihations. ind of his mar- 
tyrdom, Tl.e faint's epifllcs fta Kill? hs with ample memoirs. See 
his life compiled by Tillernont T. 3. and baft by Do?n Mar an y 
the Mauri ft mcnk 9 prefix* d io the edition of dots frth r's zvorh 9 
prepared by Beduzc, before his death ? but publifbed by fda-'en in 
3 726. The Cjprianick Annals of hp. Pearfcn, and form of Dod~ 
vuell" s Differ tali o)is, printed in the Oxford edition. >>rc of great 
ferv/ce* T^ovi Mar an has corrected fever ai mijiakvs^ particularly 
relating to the fchifm of Novutus, into which Pearjon, Ti/lemont 9 
and all who had wrote bef ore h ':m.. had been led. See alfo the 
life of St. Cyprian compiled in French by M. Lambert , who, 
printed a French tranfation of all his works in 1672* Another 
elegant tranfation of the fame was p) bit cd at Rouen in 1716^ 
•with learned rema? hs. 



A. D. 258- 

9 lp HAS CI US CYPRIAN was a native of Carthage, 
his father being one of the principal fenators of that city. 
He made great improvements in philofophy and all the liberal 
arts, applied himfelf to the fludy of oratory and eloquence 
with great fucccfo, and was made publick profcUor of rhetoriclc 
at Carthage. This employment was ancie ntly moll |»onour- 
ahle, and all this time he lived fuitably to the rank of his 
biith in great pump and plenty, in honoui and power, wearing 
a f pi end id attire, and never {lining abroad without a pompous 
retinue, and a crowd of clients and followers waiting upon 

him. 
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him. He tells us in his book to Donatus, that he had lived a long 
time amidft rhe Fafces, which were the Roman emblem of the 
fupreme magiftracy : but he deplores that he was then a Have 
to vice and evil habits. The far greater part of his life he 
paffed in the errours of Paganifm, and he was upon the bor- 
ders of old age when he was refcued from the darknefs of ido- 
latry, and the fervitude of vice and errours. There refided 
at Carthage a holy old prieft, whofe name was Cecilius. With 
him Cyprian contracted an acquaintance, and by his difcourfes 
on the excellency of the Chriftian religion, he began to relifh 
exceedingly its divine truths, and the fan£tity of its precepts : 
but ftill his carnal heart made ftrong efforts in favour of the 
world and his paflions. He defcribes, in his book to Donatus* 
the ftruggle which he felt within himfelf as follows : cc I lay," 
fays he, "in darknefs, and I floated on the boifterous fea of 
this world, a ftranger to the light, and uncertain where to 
<c fix my feet. I then thought what I was told of a fccond 
cc birth, and the method of falvation by it, propounded by 
* c the divine goodnefs, extremely hard and impracticable. I 
* 4 could not conceive how a man could receive the principles 
<c of a new life from the facred laver of regeneration, ceafe 
" to be what he was before, become quite a new peifon, and 
" though ftill retaining the fame bodily conftitution, put off 
* € the old man, and be entirely renewed in the fpirit of his 
*' mind. For how (thought I with myfelf ) is fo great an 
* c alteration polTible or practicable ? How {hall I do to leave off 
<c on a fudden, and in an inftant, radicated cuitoms, in which 
<c 1 am grown old ? How can one who remains ftill in the 
Lc midft of thofe obje£ts which have fo long ftruck and charmed 
* c his fenfcs, ftrip himfelf of all his former inclinations and 
<c inveterate habits ? Thefe time and continuance have made 
fcC natural to me, and they are clofcly riveted in the very 
<c frame of my being. When is it known that a pcrfon is 
" transformed into an example of conftant frugality and fo- 
<c briety, who has been always accuftomcd to fumptuous and 
44 dainty fare, to live in plenty, and to indulge his appetites 
" without reftraint ? Mow rarely does a man become con- 
<c tent wiih plain apparel and unornamentcd drefs who 
4t bath been uled to fparkle infold and jewels, and embroidered 
<c garments ? 'The man of ambitious views, who pi cafes him- 
<c felf, and glories in the enfigns of power and authority, can 
" never love an inglorious private live ? . . . In like manner, 
tc there is almofr. a necellity, that wine fhould engage, that 
** pride fhould fwell, that anger fhould inflame, that gi'cedineis 
" of gain ihould devour, that ambition fhould amufe and 

N n 11 4 pleaic, 



it 



r> 3 6 St. CYPRIAN, B. M. Sept. 16. 

<c pi cafe, and that luft {hould tyrannize over a man, who hath 
tfC long indulged fuch inclinations. Thefe, and fuch as thefc 
were frequently my foliloquies, for as I was deeply entangled 
and enfnared in the errours of my former life, which I jude- 
cc ed it impoffible for me ever to difengage myfelf from, I gave 
way to the foli citation of my ufual vices, added ftrengtb to 
them by indulgence, and defpairing of any poftible cure, 
hugged the chain which was become natural to me, fo that 
ii I looked upon it as a part of myfelf. But as foon as the 
life-giving waters of baptifm had wafhed out the fpots of 
my foul, mv heart had received the light of the heavenly 
c * truth, the fpirit of God had defcended upon me, and I was 
c < thence become a new creature, prefently all my difficulties 
4C were fiirprifingly cleared, my doubts were refolved, and all 
cc my former darknefs was difpciled. Things appeared eafy to 
fcC me, which before i looked upon as difficult and difcourajying ; 
cc I was convinced that I was able to do and fufFer all that 
4< which heretofore had fecmed impoffible. I then faw that 
ct the earthly principle which I derived from my fir ft birth, ex- 
<c pofed me to fin and death ; but that the new principle which 
" I had received from the fpirit of God, in his fpiritual birth, 
*' gave me new ideas and inclinations, and directed all my 
" views to God." He goes on profefling all this to have been 
in him the pure gift and mercy of God, and afcribing it wholly 
to the glory of his grace; which he adds, that we are hound 
continually to afk with earneftnefs and humility, as by it alone 
wc are enabled to will and to do. 

Cecdius, the holy prieft, was the happy inflrument in the 
hands of God, of his converlion ; and Cyprian ever after re- 
verenced him as his father and guardian angel, and co exprefs 
his giatitude would from that time be called Thafcius Cecilias 
Cyprian, jcinin£ ihenameof his benefactor (whom he acknow- 
ledged under God the author of his fpiritual life) with his 
own. Cecilius had, in return, the grcateft confidence in his 
virtue, and on his death-bed recommended his wife and chil- 
dren to his care and protection ; for he had been married be- 
fore he was railed to the prictthood. Cecilius left behind him 
the moft excellent chara6ter for all good qualities, and Cyprian 
became as it were the heir of his piety, fays Pontius. This 
author takes notice, that the fervent convert fct himfelf with 
•.Meat cagcrnefs to read the holy fcriptures, and to inform him- 
felf of all thofe lotions which would be of ufc to him, in his 
great defign of obtaining ( Kid's favour. iMnding the facred ora- 
cles very copious in the commendation of purity and continence, 
he in; de a resolution to pruclife thofe virtues for the more eafy 

attainment 
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attainment of true perfection. Soon after his baptifm, he 
Ibid his whole eftate, and gave almofl: all the money, and what 
elfe he pollcHcd, for the fupporr of the poor 5 by which, fays 
Pontius, he gained two points of principal importance, re- 
nouncing and defpifing all fecular viewy (than which nothing 
is more fatal to all the true interefls of piety and religion) and 
fulfilling the law of charity, which God himfelf prefers to all 
Sacrifices. With the fludy of the holy fcriptures St. Cypriam 
joined that of their belt cxpohtors, and in a fhort time became 
acquainted with the moft approved eccleiiaftical writers. He 
was particularly delighted with the writings of his countryman 
TeriulJian, fcarce paflcd a day without leading fomething in 
them, and when he called for them, ufed to lay : cc Reach 
6C hither my matter, " as St. Jcrom relates. But though he 
admired his genius, and the variety of his learning, he was 
upon his guard not to imitate any of his faults or errours (a)* 

St. 



(a) St. Cyprian wrote foon after 
Ins conversion a long epillle or a 
treatife to Donatus who had been 
baptized with him, and who 
feems to have been a companion 
of his ftudies in rhetorick. It is 
entitled, On the Contempt of the 

lVorld % or On the Grace of God. 

The flyle is very pompous, like 
that of a profeflbr of oratory ac- 
cultomed to declamations, and 
feems to fhew that he came frefh 
from th.it employment. In this 
work, he gives firif, an account 
of his own convei Hon; fhews that 
the diiliculties, which the paflions 
raife, vanifli when rcfolucely en- 
countered, and exhorts his friend 
to let no bound* to his fervour, 
faying : § 4. «' You will find your 
powers of action will be al- 
w\y. equal to your defnes and 
t h in faith. For it is 
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nut in heavenly, as it is in 
earthly benefactions. You are 
Hinted 10 no meafurc or boun- 
dary in receiving the gift of 
God. The fountain of divine 
grace is ever flowing, is con- 
fined to no prccife limitations, 



hath no determinate channel 
to reftrain the waters of life z 
let us but in earner! thirit after 
them ; and open our hearts to 
receive them : and as much will 
flow in upon us, as our faith will 
enable us to receive. " He fays, 
Wc have a fenfible proof how 
the invifible fiends are expell- 
ed, and fin clean fed away in 
our foul?, by the power which 
ChrifHans have from God, of 
compelling thofe impure and 
wandering fpirits which have 
got poileflion of human bodies, 
to confefs who they are; of ex- 
pelling them thence by mere 
ilrengih of arms, and of in- 
dealing their pains and pit- 
n'dhments by various applica- 
tion. s of our I pi ritual weapons." 
Hp. I'Vll remarks that Tcr- 
tullian, Minucius I'tlix, J.n£t;m~ 
tius, and others mention tliii, nii- 
raculous power as publh'kly no- 
torious, and with inch confi- 
dence, that there is no room for 
doubt of the facl. It was pro- 
mifed by Chrilt (Marl: xvi. in.) 

and why mould we think he 
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St. Cyprian led a retired penitential life, and by the fervour of 
his converfion made fuch wonderful progrefs in the exercifes of 



would not perform it ? fays the 
bilhop of Oxford — St. Cyprian 
bids Donatus, fuppofe himfelf 
placed upon fome very exalted 
eminence, whence he might take 
a view of the various motions 
and agitations of human life o- 
ver the whole world. " You 
*< will," fays he, " have a real 
<( compalnon for the world, and 
* 6 your thoughts will rife in gra- 
*« titude and praii'e to God, for 
having made your efcape from 
its pollutions." The orator 
fets before his eyes the high- 
ways befet with robbers, and 
the feas with pirates, many 
countries filled with ^11 the forms 
of war and blood fhed ; for tho* 
a fingle murder is deemed a 
crime ; yet, " that crime fhall 
" commence a virtue, when com- 
** mitted under the fhcller of 
6< publick authority ; and the 
'* more enormous the fize of the 
44 wickcdnefs is, the much grea- 
** ter is its chance for impunity.*' 
He mentions the inhuman fporis 
of the gladiators, and lights 
with wild hearts, and the Icwdncfs 
and wicked nefs of the ilage, 
jniniftering fuel to every impure 
pailion, and by fooching the 
afrec"lions, and indulging the fen- 
fes, imperceptibly undermining 
all the powers of confcience in 
the fpectators, whole applaufe is 
given with the loudeil peals, to 
him who can acTt wickednefs 
moll to the life. Cyprian puts 
his friend in mind that private 
families and the moll fecret re- 
culler. , often abound with envy, 
jenloufy, incontinence and pride ; 
perjuries, injullices and opprefli- 

ons often reign in courts of ju- 



a 



dicature; ambition only raifes 
itfelf by fawning, and every acti- 
on that degrades human nature, 
and the ends of all its pomp 
■and flutter is generally moil 
fhameful : the vanity of riches 
appears in this, that, though 
they are called goods, they moil 
frequently icrve none but evil 
purpofes. an 1 they i dually (bread 
a thick daikncfs over men's un- 
derftanding- . The clofe of this 
work is an exhortation to piety, 
which is the lure road to happi- 
nefs, difengages the foul from 
the entanglements of this per- 
plexing Scene of the world, pu- 
rifies it from the drofs of fin, fits 
it for immortality, and is the har- 
bour of' fweet peace and fafcty. 
This ineflimablc treafure, the 
higheft dignity and happinefs of 
human nature, (lands not in need 
of coil or courting, like worldly 
goods. It is the free gift of God, 
who is defirous to bellow it upon 
us. His grace flows into the 
foul, as the fun of its own ac- 
cord enlightens the dark cor- 
ner:-, of the earth ; as an over- 
flowing fountain offers its waters 
to any who will ufe them ; or as 
the re f re filing dews d^fcendupon 
the thirlly meadows. To be ca- 
pable of receiving- this blefling a 
man mull raife himfelf above the 
world by contemning it, mult be 
diligent in prayer and in reading 
the word of God, fonietimca 
fpcaking to him, fomotimes hear- 
ing him fpeak : he mull diligent- 
ly apply himfelf to the cxerciiu 
of all virtues. A foul in which 

4 

the Holy Ghofl fettles his abode, 
mull be fitted up, and adorned 
with the cmbclliflimcnts of all 

virtues 
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a virtuous life, that whilft he was yet in the rank of the Neo- 
phytes or perfons lately baptized, at the earneft requeft of the 

people* 



virtues, with a concern propor- 
tioned to the dignity of l'uch a 

Sc. Cyprian was alfo a layman 
when he compofed his book, On 
the Vanity of Idols, mewing they 
could not be gods, who were 
once men on earth, ar.d infamous 
for their crimes. He proves chat 
the Heathens often worfhiped the 
devils themfelves, the fame who 
fometimes poffefied the bodies. 
For the truth of this he appeals 
to the fenfes of their worfhippers, 
who were witneifcs to the devils 
often making this confeihon, 
when adjured or exorcifed by 
Chri:'ians.§ 4. Upon this palTage 
bp. Fell makes this obfervauon : 
" This is fuch an appeal to the 
* c fenfes of mankind, that our 
" author mull have been out of 
" his fenfes, when he made it, 
** if there had not been notoriety 
" of fact to fupport it. Let our 
*' modern Icepticks fee what 
" anfwer they can make to it." 
St. Cyprian in this book trans- 
cribes fometimes the very words 
of Tcnullian and Minutius Fe- 
lix. His two books to Quirinus, 
(who feems to have been at that 
time a catechumen) are entitled, 
Of fit monies agabijl the "Jews, 
and arc a collection of texts of 
the Old Tellamcnt pointing to 
Chi ill and his church. His third 
hook of 7/ JI '/ »i n ntt) s is a like 
collctHun ol pnfu«es, forming a 
iyllcm of morality. St. Cyprian, 
juil after his entrance upon the 
epifcopal dignity, according to 
Pamelius, Pearfon and Tille- 
rnont, or rather a little before it, 
according to Dom Maran (for he 
exhorts not from any claim of 



power, but from tendernefs of 
affection p. 3.) pubiifhed his 
book, On the Hahit of Virgins. 
His mailer Tcnullian had wrote 
a book On the veiling of Virgins. 
in which he lays the fanclity of 
their Hate is proved *' By the 
* k fcripture of God, by the na- 
il ture of God, and by the 
" discipline which God has e- 
" ftablifhed among men (c. 15)- 1 * 
St. Cyprian addreffes this tica- 
tife to virgins " devoted to God, 
44 dedicated to Chrift," or fuch 
" who profefs virginity, and a 
44 ftricter attendance than ordi- 
44 nary upon the fervice of God. 1 * 
He tells them," that " Conti- 
" nence makes a particular pro- 
" feflion of following Chrift, 
tc and chaility hath particularly 
" the kingdom of God in its 
* s aim and profpect." He calls 
them : 44 The flower of the 
44 church's ftock, the ornament 
c and luftre of fpiritual grace, 
her joyful offering, the very 
*' perfection of honour and 
*' praife, the image of God co- 
*' pied according to the pattern 
" of his holincfs, the more il- 
44 luitrious portion of the flock 
" of Chriit." By them." fays he, 
44 the glorious fecundity of our 
44 mother the church richly flou- 
4< rimes, in them me particular- 
44 ly rejoices : and. as their num- 
** bers multiply, her joy increa- 
4< fes." n. 3. He obierves, that 
44 the more fublime their glory 
** is, the greater care is required 
*' from them. "(ib.) He fays that 
their reward is fixty fold, and 
next to that of martyrdom. which 
h an hundred fold ; that if they 
pcrfcvcrc in their purpofes of 
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people, he was raifed to the priefihood ; his extraordinary merit 
being judged fufficiciu rcafon for difpeniing in the rule laid 

dowh 



chaflity, they are plainly equal 
to the angels. But <b great at- 
«« tainments,"' fays he, *' cannot 
«« be reached without much dif- 
" ficulty and ftruggle. We are 
" content to fvveat and take 
*' pains in climbing up an high 
*' afcent ; and fhall we complain 

of vvearinefs in a labour which 
*» raifeth us to heaven ? You 
" will fupport your toil with 
*• ioy, if you look up to the 

crown which is promifed you," 
&c. The faint fevcrely con- 
demns all painting of the hair 
or face (which difguifes and pre- 
tends to mend the workmanfhip of 
God) and all allurements of 
drefs, by which many caufe the 
ruin of others by drawing their 
eyes after them ; he obferves 
that rich attire, and care in dref- 
fingonly become pi oftitutes, and 
che fcripture fpeaks of them af- 
ter this manner : " It is accord- 
ingly obfervable," ("ays he, " that 
#< none are more fumptuous in 
€< their appearances than fuch 
4< whofe modejty is cheap, and 
*' who are profligate in their 
4< character. . . . The more cu- 
" rious pcrfons are in fetting off 
41 their bodies, the more carelefs 
*' they grow as to the ornaments 
46 of their minds. Who would 
<( not abhor and fhun what has 
** already proved deflruclive to 
4e others ? Who would deft re 
" or court what hath been found 
*' as certainly fatal, as a fword 
** or fpear ia to the man that 
*' dies by it ? Were you to fee a 
*' man expire immediately upon 
* 4 eating of fuch a difh, or tlrink- 

ing of fuch a liquor, you 
*' would conclude that it con- 



<( tained poifon, and would by 
" no means touch of the fame.'* 
Having cenfured other fnares 
and dangerous occafions, he 
adds : c * Thefe are the arts by 
*' which the great enemy, the 
<£ devil, makes his fly approaches, 
" and at 1 ait obtains an entrance. 
at Thus whilft our virgins let off 
tc themi elves with elegance of 
tl drefs, and take other liberties, 
" the poifon works infenfibly, 
" and they perifh before they 
«« are aware of it. " Even if 
they mould not lofe their honour 
thcmfelves, they are at leaii the 
murderers of others fouls, *' If," 
fays our faint, " you provide 
" fuel for others lull, and put 
<6 in their way occafion of fin; 
M if with pretended fafety to 
** yourfelves, you prove the de- 
** ftruction of others, and kill 
" them as furely as poifon or 
" the fword would do ; what 
" profcllions foever you may 
" make of meaning no evil, 
" your mind is polluted, and 
" you cannot be accounted guilt- 
" lefs." Riches are no excufe 
for fuch drefiing, becaufc all that 
is fuperflous is due to the poor. 
" Let the neceflitous be fenfible 
" of your abundance," fays St. 
Cyprian, ** put out your money 
" to God, who will repay your 
" loans with interelt. Feed your 
" Redeemer in his deltitute and 
ei hungry members ; engage by 
<( your treafure many Solicitors 
" to the throne of grace, that 
" you may be enabled to perfe- 

" vere in your purpofe of challi- 
" ty, and attain to the re coin - 
" penfe," &c. He conclude.!) 
with this rcqucft to the virgins : 

" Thou 
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down by St. Paul againft admitting Neophytes to holy orders. 
During the fhort time that he ferved the church in the facer- 

dotal 



*« Then remember me, when 
« your virginity fhall, by hie/Ted 
perfeverancc, open you a pai- 
•<« fage to the reward aiiigned to 
* c it." Which words clearly 
ihew that belief of the church to 
have always been, that the faints 
in heaven intercede for us be- 
fore God. St. Cyprian, in his 
4th ep. (ad Pompon.) fays, that 
a virgin who was accufed of hav- 
ing converfed criminally with a 
young man, is to be ranked in the 
clafs of an adulterefs, " as having 
*' broken her faith which Ihe had 
" plighted toChrift." He will not 
havefuch virgins to live under the 
fame roof with young men, fay- 
in"; : " When once a houfe has 
*' taken fire, the goods muft be 
cc taken out with all pofTible ex- 
Ci pedition, or the flames would 
ci devour them. A man in the 
" midft of danger, will not be 
* 6 fafe if he fits down in it : nor 
** will a fervant of God be long 
* c able to efcape the machina- 
<f tions of death, who hath fuf- 
-< fered himfelf to be entangled 
" in his wiles and mares." (ep.4. 

p. IO.) The book, On the Unity 

of the Church , was compofed by 
S. Cyprian a little before he left 
his retreat, and returned to Car- 
thage. In it heobfervcs that the 
devil fows herefy and fchifms in 
order to iubvcrt fouls which have 
efcaped the fnares of idolatry. 
After this, he dcmonltrates that 
the church of Chrilt is cffcntially 
one. He tells us, that for a 
vifible mark of this unity, Christ 
built liis church upon St. Peter, 
and gave the power of his keys 
to him ; though he alfo gave 

the. fame power to all hib 



apollles, he would have it take 
its rife from one, and fettled the 
whole upon that foundation. 
The general rule which he lays 
down is ; iC That in matters of 
« £ faith, the way to come at the 
" truth is very fhort and compen- 
" dious, and fact is inftcad of 
*« all other proof " Then he 
produces the unity of the church 
founded upon St. Peter. " He," 
fays our holy doctor, <e can ne- 
'« ver attain the Jecompence pro- 
•* pounded by Chrilt to his fol- 
<* lowers, who deferts his church. 
<i He becomes thence unfancti- 
" fied, an alien, and a down- 
<( right enemy. He cannot 
" have God for his father, 
" who hath not the church 
for his mother. Could any 
<£ one efcape who was not 
" with Noe in the ark ? . . . . 
" The coat of Chriit was not 
" rent or divided. . . . Being 
c< feamlefs and undivided, it is 
a lively emblem to us, of that 
infcparable union which muft 
** be maintained among his fol- 
" lowers. . . . Who is lb profli- 
" gate and abandoned, fb falfe 
** to the trull repofed in him, as 
" to imagine that the unity 
" which is maintained in hea- 
" ven, may be broken upon 
" earth ? that the church of 
<( Chrilt, which is always de- 
" fcribed to us as one, can be- 
" Tplit into more. To believe 
** that this \i> pofliblc, is grofs 
" abfurdity ; but to make any 
14 attempt towards it, is flagrant 
•* wicked nefs. Our Lord . . . . 
" tells us, there mould be one 
*' fold, and one fheoherd. (John 
u x. 16.) St. Paul inculcate? 
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dotal fun&ions he did many great things, and within lefs than 
a year after, Donatus bifhop of Carthage dying, the clergy and 
people confpired to demand that he mould be raifed to that 
high dignity in the church. At the fir ft news of this motion, 
the humble fervant of Chrift fled, judging himfelf unfit for fo 
weighty an employment, and begging that fome more wor- 
thy perfon, and one of his feniors, might be chofen to that 
dignity. His declining it made the people keener in their de- 
fireSj as it fhewed him to be the more worthy. A great mul- 
titude befet his houfe, and guarded all the ways that led to it, 
fo that he could not makte his efcape from them- He attempted 
to get out at a window, but finding it in vain, he yielded, and 
fhewed himfelf to the people, who were impatiently waiting 
for him, divided between hope and fear. He was received 
with great joy, and confecrated with the unanimous approba- 
tion of the bimops of the province in the year 248, as bifhop 
Pearfon and Tillemont prove. Five priefts with fome of the 
people oppofed his election, alleging that he was yet a novice 
in the church. St. Cyprian treated thefe perfons as if they had 

been 



*' this doctrine. 1 Cor. i. 10. 
*' Ephef. iv. 2. The church 
*' was prefigured by the houfe 
44 of Rahab. Jof. ii. iS, 19; 
*' by the Lamb which was to be 
*' eaten in one houfe Exod. xii. 
" 46. Neither is the flefh of 
** Chrift to be thrown abroad 
" out of the houfe, or eaten 
*' but in the one, the only 

46 church If fuch (herc- 

€t ticks or fchifmaticks) mould 
*' even fuffer martyrdom for the 
" name of Chrift, they would 
<c not expiate their crime. There 
" can be no fuch thing as a 
* £ martyr out of the church. 
£ * Though they mould be thrown 
" into the fire, or be expofed to 
*' the fury of wild bealls, fuch 
*' a death, will never be eilcem- 
«' ed a crown of their faith and 
e< conllancy, but rather a pu- 
« nifhmcnt of their perfidy. . • 
** Such a man may be put to 
*< death but cannot be crowned. 
** ... If the fchiunauck flioukl 



<e fuffer out of the church of 
*« Chrift, he will never thence 
" become entitled to the re- 
<c compence which none can 
" claim, who are not in it. . . 
€l There is but one God, one 
" Chrift, one church, one faith, 
" and one entire body of* 
u chriAian people. . . . What- 
<4 ever fliall be feparated from 
" the fountain of life, can have 
" no life remaining in it, after 
" having loft all communicati- 
<c on whh its vital principle."" 
The ndchrion which is wa-.ting 
in fome copies was quoted by 
Pcla^ius .11. (ep. 2. ad Epijc. 
Ijlri.ff). It is indeed fufpef.ed by 
fome to have crept from the 
margin into the text ; but Dons 
IVJaran maintains it genuine. 
Thvj fenfe of the paifage^ is, 
however, fuflicieutly clear with- 
out it. See on Lhis controverfy 
])om Maran'c note, and hlblk- 

tltqur F.-attgoi/e, T. 12. p. !©• 

Anu. 17^. 
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been his beft friends, and exprefled fo much goodnefs toward 
them, that every body admired him for it. In the difcharge of 
the epifcopal functions he {hewed abundance of piety, charity, 
goodnefs and courage mixed with vigour and fteadinefs. His 
very afpe£f. was revered and gracious beyond what can be ex- 
pre/led, fays Pontius, and no one could look him in the face, 
without a fecret awe upon his fpirits : his countenance had a 
happy mixture in it of cheerfulnefs and gravity ; his brow was 
neither too contracted, nor too open, but equally removed from 
both extremes of gaiety and feverity; fo that a perfon who be- 
held him might doubt whether he mould Jove or refpect him 
rnoft : only this was certain, that he deferved the higher! de- 
grees both of refpect and love. His drefs w r as of a piece with 
his countenance, neither affectedly fordid, nor pompous. How 
careful he was of the poor when he was bifhop, may be judged 
from his tendernefs for them whilfl he was only a catechu- 
men. The church enjoyed peace under the reign of Philip for 
above a year after St. Cyprian's promotion to the fee of Car- 
thage. But Decius who was fent by that emperour to chaftife 
certain rebels in Pannonia, was proclaimed emperour by them ? 
and advancing toward Italy, gained a great victory over Phi- 
lip's forces , who was killed by his foldiers at Verona, and his 
fon at Rome in 249. Decius began his reign by railing a 
bloody perfecution againft the church. The cruel edict reached 
Carthage in the beginning of the year 250. It was no fooncr 
made publick, but the idolaters in a kind of fedition ran to the 
market-place, confufedly crying: <c Cyprian to the lions: 
tc Cyprian to the wild hearts." The faint was pub'ickly pro- 
scribed by the name of " Cecilius Cyprian, bifhop of the 
€C Chriftians ; " and every one was commanded not to hide or 
conceal his goods. By his remarkable converfion, and great 
zeal bis name was fo odious to them, that in derifion they 
called him Coprianus, alluding to a Greek word which figni- 
fics dung. Pic was often fought for by the perfrcutors on this 
occalion. St. Cyprian confulted Grod, according to his cuRom, 
what he ought to do. It is the part of a hireling to fly, when 
the flock is left dejlilufc in tune of danger. I Jut there were at 
that time many weak-ones among the faithful at Carthage, as 
appeared by the };reat number of thofe that fbon after fell : the 
havock which the enemy made there, would have probably 
been much greater if providence had not preserved St. Cyprian, 
that by his active zeal and auihmiry he might maintain difci- 
pline, and repair the ruins cau fed by the perfecution. in or- 
der to piocure to his /lock all ncceUary fupport and comfort 
during the florin, t-iio lioly bifhop was perfuaded that the pre- 
cept 
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cept of flying from one city to another held good in his cafe : 
and during his deliberation he was favoured with a vifion, in 
which Chrift commanded him to confult his own fafety by a 
prudent retreat, as Pontius teftifies in his life, and as St. Cy- 
prian himfelf allures us (1). The clergy of Rome, who by fe- 
vere glances reflected upon his flight, as if by it he had in 
fonie meafure forfaken the flock, were not apprifed of his mo- 
tives, or of thefe circumflances. Moreover, by his flaying at 
Carthage the Heathens would have been provoked to fall more 
feverely upos the whole church. During his recefs, though ab- 
fent in body, yet he was with his flock, in fpirit, fupplying the 
want of his prefence by frequent letters, pious counfels, admo- 
nitions, reproofs, exhortations, and hearty prayers to heaven 
for the welfare and profperity of his church. He exhorted 
them to continual prayer to God, faying: " What hath moved 
* c me more particularly to write to you in this manner, was 
cc an admonition which I received in a vifion from heaven, 
* c faying unto me : " Afk and you mall have (2)." He aflured 
them, that the Chriftians by falling into floth and a relaxation 
of manners during the long peace, had deferved this fcourge for 
their trial and amendment : and that this ftorm had been dif- 
covered by God before it happened, to a devout perfon at Car- 
thage, by a vifion of the enemy under the figure of a net- 
fencer (a kind of gladiator) watching to defcroy the faithful, be- 
caufe they did not ftand upon then guard (3). In the fame 
epiftle the faint mentions another icvelation of God, which he 
himfelf, though the lafl of all his fervanis, as he ftyles himfelf, 
had received concerning the end of the peifecution, and the 
reftoration of the peace of the church (4). St. Cyprian during 
his ab fence committed the care of his church to certain vicars, 
of whom fome were bifhops, as Caldonius and Herculanus, 
fome pricfts as Rogatian, Numidicus and Tertullus. By fre- 
quent letters he warned and exhorted his flock, encouraged the 
confeflbrs in the prifons, and took care that pricfts in turns 
fhould vifit them, and offer the facrifice of the altar and give 
them the holy communion every day in their dungeons. Two 
affairs at that time gave him much difturbancc : the fchifm of 
Novatus and Feliciflimuu, and a controverfy about the abfolu- 

tion of the Lap fed. 

Feliciffimus, a turbulent clerk of Carthage, had with five 

oppofed the election and ordination of St. Cyprian, Du- 
ring 



prielts 



(1) S. Cypr. cp. 10. ed; Pam. p. 30. (2) S. Cypr, cp. n, 

cd. Oxon* (3) S. Cypr. cp, 1 1. cch Oxon. n. 4. (4.) Ibid/ 

7. 
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ring the retreat of that holy paflor, Novatus, a priefl: of Car- 
thage, formed an open fchifm. He was a man of an unquiet 
difpofition, covetous, prefumptuous, a lover of novelty, and 
fufpe&ed by the bifhops in point of faith. He had robbed the 
widows and orphans, mifapplied the revenues of the church* 
and fufFered his aged father to perifh with hunger in a certain 
village, without fo much as taking care to bury him. For thefe 
and other reafons the brethren were very urgent to have him 
depofed and excommunicated. The time of his trial was near 
at hand, when the perfecution beginning, no aflemolies could 
be held. In order to prevent his condemnation, he feparated 
himfelf from his bifhop, pcrfuadin'g fome others to do the fame, 
and pretending to ordain FelicilSmus for his deacon, a man like 
himfelf 9 who had been convicted of feveral frauds and robberies J 
they were joined in their fchifm by five other priefts, and held 
their aflembli-es upon a mountain. Some among the Lapfed 
and ConfefTors, who were angry at St. Cyprian's feverity to- 
ward the former, adhered to them; for Novatus received, 
without any canonical penance, all apoftates that defired to re-* 
turn to the communion of the church (5). St. Cyprian, find- 
ing other remedies only ferved to make the fchifmaticks more; 
infolent, fent a commiffion to the bifhops and priefts, whom 
he had appointed to act in his (read, to declare the ringleaders 
among them excommunicated ; which was done according to. 
his orders. About the beginning of the year 251, St. Cyprian 
wrote to his flock, exhorting them to beware of being miflcd 
by the fchifm, which he calls more dangerous than the perfe-* 
cutions of the Pagans. tc There is/' fays he, " one God, and. 
" one Chrilr, and but one epifcopa! chair, originally founded. 
" on Peter, by our Lord's authority. There cannot therefore 
* c be erected another altar, or another priclthood. Whatever 4 
tc any man in his rage or rafhncfe fliall appoint, in defiance o£ 
" the divine inftitution, mult be a fpiirious, profane and fa- 
<c crilegious ordinance (6)." Novatian and Novatus having 
kindled a fchifm at Rome again ft pope Cornelius, St. Cyprian 
wrote his excellent book, On the Unity of the Cimrcby in which 
he more fully explains the fame principles, which overthrow 
all fclufms and he relies which can aiife in the church. The 
cafe of the abfolution of the Lapfcd who returned penitent to 
the church, gave more exercife to the zeal of our holy pallor 
than the fchifm itfelf. 

Virtue, which had flood the fierce (t perfections, is often 
feen to melt at the full ray of profperityj fo dangerous are its, 

Vol. ill. O o o flattering 



(5) S. Cypr. ep. 34.. Tain. .{ 1 . FeJlo. & feq. (6) Ep. 43. Fcl* 
'0. 39. l'am. 
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fluttering blandifhments. St. Cyprian complains in many parts 
of his works (7), that the peace which the church had enjoyed 
[b) had enervated in fome Chriftians the watchful nefs and fpi- 
rit of their holy profeflion, and had opened a door to many 
converts, who had not the true fpirit of our faith : from 
which fources a fenfible relaxation was difcoverable in the 
manners of many. Their virtue therefore being put to the tclr, 
in the perfecution railed by Decius, many wanted courage to 
ftand the trial. The Lapfed, whether apoftates who had facrU 
ficed to idols, or Libellatici^ who, without facrificing, had pur- 
chafed for money certificates that they had offered facrifice, 
were not admitted to affift at the holy mylteries, before they had 
gone through a mofr rigorous courfe of publiclc penance, confid- 
ing of four degrees, and of feveral years continuance, as is pre- 
fcribed for much lefs heinous fins than that of apoftacy, in the 
canonical epiftle of St. Gregory Thaumaturgus, written about 
that time. When, during this penitential term, abfolution was 
given in danger of death, if the penitent recovered, he was 
obliged to accomplifli his courfe as to the aufterities enjoined 
him. Relaxations of thefe penances, called indulgences, were 
granted on certain extraordinary occafions, as on account of 
the uncommon fervour of a penitent; of which feveral inrtances 
occur in ecclefiaftical antiquity : alfo, on occafion of a new 
violent perfecution being raifed in the church. Thus St. Cy- 
prian, in 252, when the perfecution of Gallus began to threaten 
the church, decreed, « that all the penitents fhould receive the 
c< peace of the church . . • who profefled themfelves ready to en- 
cc ter the lifts afrefh ; there to abide the utmoft heat of battle, 
" and manfully to fight for the name of the Lord, and for their 
<c own falvation." For the reafons of which indulgence he 
alleged, that it was neceflary, " to make a general rendezvous 
* c of Chiift's foldicrs within his camp, who are defirous to have 
" arms put into their hands, and feem eager for the engage- 
cc ment ... So long as we had peaceable times, there was reafon 



(7) L. dc Unit. Ecclef. n. 20. 
Oxon. Tr. de Lap fin, n. 4. 

(/;) The cburch had enjoye-d 
a kind of calm from the death 
of" Sevcruji, ni 12, to that of 
Philip in 249, cfpecially during 
the live years rcigu of the Jail 
tttiiperour ; ii we except, during 
this interval, frequent commo- 
tions of the people or niaj.iUiates 
in certain placg^ ; an4 0 l V 



cp. 8. cd.Pam. p. 23. cp. 11. cd. 

general perfecution which raged 
after the death of Alexander, 

and • Mamma-' a in 335, during 
the three years of the ufurpation 
of Maximums, of whom Capi- 
tolinub fays, that *' never did a 
«' more cruel bc.iJt (read on ty* 
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ii for a longer continuance of penitents under a ft ate of mortifi- 
<c cation ; yet fo as to relax it in the cafe of ficknefs and dan- 
* c ger. Now the living have as much need of communion as 
<c the dying then had, unlefs we would leave thole naked arid 
" defeneelefs, whom we arc exhorting and encouraging to 
<c fight our Lord's battle : whereas we fhould rather fupi:oYt 
" and ftrengthen them with the body and blood of Chaff:. 
u The deli or n of the Eucharift being: to be a defence and fecii- 
" rity for thofe who partake of it, we fhould fortify them, whole 
" fafety we are concerned for, with the armuor of our Lord's 
« c banquet. Flow ihal! they be able to die for Chrifr, if we de- 
<c ny them the blood of Chrift? How mall we fit them for 
" drinking the cup of martyrdom, if we will not firft admit 
them to the cup of the Lord ?" (8) It was alfo cufto- 
mary to grant indulgences to penitents who brought tickets 
from fome martyr going to execution, or from fome confeflbr 
in prifon for the faith, containing a requefl: in their behalf, which 
the bifhop and his clergy examined, and often ratified. This 
practice Was eftabliihed in Africa in Tertullian's time (9), in 
Egypt? in' the days of St. Dionyfius of Alexandria (io), in Afia^ 
as appears from the a£ts of St. Pionius, and in other places. In 
St. Cyprian's time this cuftom degenerated in Africa into a great 
abufe by the multitude of fuch tickets, and their often being 
given in too peremptory terms, and without examination or 
difcernment, to the great prejudice of fouls, and the relaxation 
of the difcip'line of penance. St. Cyprian being informed of 
the mifchief which threatened his flock, in June 250, feve<;ely 
condemned it by three letters which he difpatched together, 
one to the martyrs and confellbrs, the fecond to the pricits and 
deacons, and a third to his people. In the lirft (11) he expref- 
fes the utmoft concern to the confeflbrs that they had not been 
better inltrutSted by his priefts in the rules of the gofpel than they 
appeared to have been, and that by their recommendation 
ct fome priefts had prefumcd to ma Ice oblations for the 
u Lap fed (t*), and to admit them to the holy cucharift ; that 
is, indeed, to profane the body of our Lord. . . And as a far- 
ther aggravation, fays he, they have admitted thefe fninois to 
communion before any fubmiflion made by then) to penitential 
* c difcipline, before any confeflion made of their heinous and 

O o o 2 c< - crying 

(S) S. Cypr. ep. 57. cd. 6x011. 54. Pain. (y) Tcrtull. Dc Pu- 
blic, c. 22. (10) luif. I. 4. c. 42. (11) Ep. 11. cd, Oxon. 



cc 



(0 All who communicated at rnafc were admitted by the prlcft 
t& make their oblation at the beginning of that facfiJiue. 

I 
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eying fin, and before any impofition of hands made by the 
bifhop and his clergy unto penance. . . Such priefts, inftead of 
* c approving themfelves the true lhepherds of the £heep, be- 
come as bad to them as butchers and murderers. For a mif- 
* c chievous con defcenfi on is in effect a cheat : nor are thofe. 



who have fallen, railed by fuch helps, but rather caft down 
* e and pufhed upon dcftrucYion." He adds : " I befeech you, 
cc with all pofftble earneftnefs, to fet before your eyes the ex- 
amples of your predecefTors, and to confider how careful 
* c other martyrs, who are gone before you, were in making 
fuch grants ; duly weigh the reafonablenefs and juftice of the 
* c petitions which you hand to me.. . I again intreat you, that 
* c you fee the perfons, acquaint yourfelves with their circum- 
* c fiances, and be afTured that their humiliation comes very 
4C near the jufr. meafures of a legitimate and full fatisfa&ion." 
The faint's letter to the priefts (.12) is a much more fevere re- 
buke, that fome of their order, (whom he threatens to reftrain 
from Offering, that is, to fufpend) forgetting the rules of the 
gofpel, as well as the rank which they held in the church, rafh- 
!y and hafliiy admitted penitents to communion upon the tick- 
ets of confefFors; * c Though," fays he, " they have not per- 
* 4 formed their penance, made no humble confeffion of their 
* c fin, nor received the impofition of hands from the biftiop and 
4C his clergy ; the holy Eucharifl is adminiftered to them, in 
* c defiance of the fcriprure, which faith: Whoever ftatt eat or 
** drink unworthily , foall be guilty of the body and blood of the. 
cc Lordy 1 Cor. xi. 27. Fleury remarks, that St. Cyprian here 
docs not take the word exomologefis T with Tertullian, for the 
whole courfc of penance, but for a part of it, according to the 
Greek word, namely, confefiion, which was made cither pub- 
fickly or privately, after penance was ended, before receiving 
reconciliation by the impofition of hands (13). The holy bi- 
fhop, in his letter to his people, recommends to them to re- 
ftrain, by their advice, the forwardnefs of fuch confeflbrs with- 
in the limits preferibed by the gofpel (14). He, however, dif- 
penfes in cafe of lie knefs, or other extreme danger, and allows 
fuch, with tickets from the martyrs, to be reconciled, " when 
*' they have made the humble confefiion of their fin bcfoie 
<c any pried* or deacon (d) y whom they can procure to attend 
<c them (15)-" Lucian, and certain others among the 011- 
feflbrs at Carthage, wrote an imperious letter to St. Cyprian 

upon 

(d) A deacon might be deputed to give canonical, but not fiicr.v 
mental absolution. 

{12) Hp. 16. (13) Fleury, 1.6. 11.42* See Gabr. Albafpi- 
lueus Obferv, Kcclei. Obf. 20. 1. 1. p. 94. and liaroniua ad an. *J3' 

n. 6o. (x<\) Hp, 17, ed, Oxon. 1 1 5 ) Ep. 18 & 19. 
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upon this fubjecl: (16), but the holy paftor ftrenuoufly main- 
tained his point (17). The fee of Rome being then vacant, St. 
Cyprian wrote concerning this affair to the clergy cf that church, 
who by an excellent anfwer confirmed the fame law of holy pe- 
nance, and difcipiine of the church (18). They were by that 
time well fatisfied of the jutt reaibns St. Cyprian had for his re- 
treat, and condemn over-hafty abfoiutions. fcC God forbid," 
fay they, 4C that ever the Roman church fhould be fo ea'y and 
compliant, or have fo little regard to the Lnterefts of religion, as 
" to relax the feverity and rigour of its difcipiine. . . The rcme- 
<fi dy too haitily applied can do thofe that are fallen no fort of 
xt fcrvice ; but through a miftaken companion, would fetter the 
** wound received by the firit offence, and to their greater de- 
ftru£tion, deprive the unhappy fouls of the advantages they 
might reap from a true repentance. For how is it poflible- 
that the medicinal grace of forgivenefs fhould l-ave its effect, 
" if he who hath the difpenfation of it, becomes fond of increaf- 
ing the danger, by contracting the time which fhould be al- 
C4 lowed for the removal of it, by a legitimate and proper pe- 
<c nance ? If he choofes only to fkin over the wound, and will not 
* c allow due time for the operation of his medicines, nor for clof- 
£C ing it by furer and flower degrees ? This, if we would fpeak 
*< out plainly, is not to cure^ but to kill. . . Let penitents knock at 
" the doors of the church \ but let them not proceed to violence, 
" nor to break them open. . .Let their tears and lamentations, 
M coming from the very bottom of their hearts, plead their caufe, 
" for them, and fpeak their fhame and forrow for their fin. Nay, 
tc if they have really ajuft horrour of their guilt, and would 
cc have the deep and dangerous wounds of their confeiences 
cc handled fkilfully, they fhould .even afk with fhame. Let 
xc them afk, agreeably to the rules of the go/pel, with mo- 
4t dcily and humility.. .The mercies of God may be confi- 
u dered ; but then his juflice fliouid alfo be remembered. . . He 
u hath prepared an heaven, but he hath prepared an hell too." 
&c. A letter alfo which the confeflors at Rome wrote out of 
prifon to thofe in Africa (much extolled in this and St. Cypri- 
an's letters, though not now extant) contributed very much to 
the fupport of difcipiine, St. Cyprian writes of a certain pricfr. 
named Gaius, who admitted the Lapfed to communion, and 
of fuch others : 4C Let them be fufpended from their monthly 
" dividend (19)." For the revenues of the clergy then con- 
filled chiefly of the oblations of the faithful, which were divided 

O o o 3 every 
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3 D « inter Cypr. ed. Ojcon. (19) S. Cypr. ep. 34,. ed, Oxon. 
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every month into four parts, one of which was afllgned to the 
fcnfhop, and one to Ms clergy, fo that the bifhop's fhare equalled 
that of all his clergy together. The other two parts were 
allowed to the pooi, and the expences of oratories or church- 
es (-?o). The Roman clergy tell St. Cyprian, in another let- 
ter (21), that they hoped the impatience of the Lapfed would 
wear off with time ; c< and then they will be thankful," fay 
they, ct that the) have been kept in hand for a feafon, till their 
* c cure could be depended on (22)". The fchifmaticks No- 

and Feliciflimus fupported the caufe of the Lapfed, and 
the rebellious clergy and confeflbrs ; but Novatus retired to 
Rome in the beginning of the year 25 s where St. Cornelius 
was chofen pope in June that fame year. St. Cyprian congra- 
tulated with him upon his election, and they joined their forces 
againir. the double fchifm kindled both at Rome and in Africa. 
At the end of the year 250, the pcrfecution was confiderably 
abated at Carthage upon the expiration of the proconful's an- 
nual authority. It ceafed by the death of the two Decii, fa- 
ther and Ion, who perifhed together, by the treachery of Gal- 
lus, their General, as they were righting againft the Carpi, a 
Scythian nation, near Abrutum in Myfia, part of Scythia, in 
November 251, the elder Decius having reigned about two 
years and fix months. St. Cyprian was returned to Carthage 
in April that fame year, after an exile which he calls of two 
years, though it feems only to have continued about fourteen 
months, as Tillemont obferves. Soon after his return he held 
a numerous council at Carthage, in which the fchifmaticks 
were condemned, and it was ordered that the Lapfed fhould 
remain in a courfe of penance. St. Cyprian granted them af- 
terward a plenary indulgence in a (econcl council which he held 
at Carthage foon after hafter the following year, the perfecu- 
tion of Gallus then beginning to threaten the church, as has 
been already mentioned. Our faint is thought to have read in 
the fir fl of thefe councils his treatife, On the Lapfed, which he 
publiihcd foon after he came out of his retreat (e). 

Vifion& 



(20) Fp. 30 & ep. 5. See hp. Fell's note, ibid, and Bingham- 
izz) Ap. Cypr. ep. 30. cd. Oxon. 



(t: ) In his book, On the l t /ipf,>d, 
he extol;, the crowns of the mai - 

■ ■ ' 

tyrs, but bitfeily deplores the la-- 
nientahlc fall of thofc that had 
apoflati'/.ed, by which he lays his 
ye y bowels wuo icnl, and no 



words could exprefs his grief, 
wlm-li admitted no alleviation 
hut that of tears and fighs. Af- 
ter fhewing the great nefs of the 
crime of apoHacy, he paries to 
the remedies, and inveighs a;- 

gaiuii 
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Vifions continued very frequent in the church in that age, as 
the learned Mr. DodwelJ (23) has proved, tracing the evidences 
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(23) DodweH Dill. Cyprian. 4. 



gainft a rafh and hafty pretended 
reconciliation. " He/* fays the 
faint, " would betray a great 
" ignorance of his profeffion, 
" who for fear of putting his 
patient to pain, by opening 
his wound, mould foftly handle 
*' itj fkin it over, and clofe it up, 
*' not cleaning it of the corrup- 
t( tion lodged in it ; for, by this 
lt unflcilful management, the 
'« malignity would take deep 
" root, and taint the whole mafs. 
" The wound, we know, in all 
" fuch cafes, muft be opened, 
<f the knife muft not be ipared, 
" all fuperfluities muft: be pared 
«* away, without regard to the 
" pain occafioned by To fharp a 
" treatment. If the patient com- 
** plains, and cries out for the 
" prefent, he will afterward thank 
cf the operator when he finds his 
" recovery has been owing to 
" fuch a treatment. . . A new 
" fource of deftru&ion is broken 
" out among us ; and as if the 
41 perfecution had not done fufli- 
" cient mifchief, another evil 
* c comes upon us likely not to be 
" lefs fatal.. . A delufive abfo- 
" lution is given at random, dan- 
u gerons to the givers, ufclcfs 
** to the receivers. . . Coming 
" frefh from the altar of iVi.- »!e 
" vil, their hands yet r< <\:i n 
<4 with the blood of the facii- 
" fices o fierce! thereon, they 
" would fain approach the high- 
" ell myiterics. . . In fpichtof the 
divine admonitions, violence m 
** offered to the body and blood 
of Chrift, Their intrufion is 
M not to be interpreted a lefs af- 



" front to our Lord, who pre- 
" fume (unqualified) to receive 
" the holy facrament into their 
" hands and mouths, than that 
" which they offered him before 
" when they denied and re- 
" nounced him. .. All this in- 
" dulgence is no more beneficial 
<c to finners, than tempeftuous 
w weather is to the fruits of the 
" earth, than a murrain to cat- 
" tie, or a dreadful florin to the 
" mariner. They who difpenfe 
ct it, fubvert the only true foun- 
" dation which the Lapfed can 
<* have of any hope in God ; 
" they refemble unfldlful pilots, 
" who inflead of conducting 
<e their vefTel fafe into harbour, 
" fplit it upon the rocks. The 
" peace thus given them is fo 
" far from anfwering its pur- 
< T pofes, that it directly thwarts 
them. By this flratagem the 
te fubtle enemy would wipe out 
" of their hearts all remembrance 
" of their pafTed offence, and all 
" forrow for it. It is none of 
<4 his interefl that they mould 
" deprecate the wrath of God, 
44 or pafs through a long and la- 
" borious penance. " The zeal- 
ous paflor fhews that penitents 
de. reive themfelvcs, who think 
th.r 1 reconciliation can be given 
rlicm before they have expiated 
their crime by penance, and pu- 
rified their conference by impo~ 
fition of hands from the bifhop : 
lie fays, that the merits and works 
of the martyrs can prevail much 
with Chriil, and that what they 
ordain ought to be granted, if it 
be jufl and lawful ; but iror if 

i I ey 
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of this prophetick fpirit through alrnoft every writer, from the 
apoftolick age to this period, namely, from the works of Her- 

mas, 



they demand any thing againfl 
the law of God and the gofpel : 
nor ought it to be prefumed that 
martyrs for the gofpel would at- 
tempt any thing in derogation 
from it. To ftrike a tcrrour into 
finners, he relates feverai exam- 
ples of perfons feverely punifhed 
by God in a miraculous manner, 
for being fo bold as to receive 
the body and blood of Chrift be- 
fore they had done condign pe- 
nance. Such vifible chaitife- 
inents, like that of Ananias and 
Saphira, were frequent in the 
primitive age, (See I Cor. xi. 30.) 
and are fenfible tokens of the in- 
vifible puniftiments which God 
inflicts on fuch crimes. " What 
4i dreadful inrtances," fays St. 
Cyprian, (n. 13.) " do we fee of 
«' God's vengeance executed up- 
*' on many who deny him f How 
4 * lamentable w ere the ends they 
41 came to I Though this be not 
" the proper time of punifhment, 
4t they do not efcape it even here. 
« c It lights for the prcfent upon 
41 few only, but the example is 
41 defigned for all. . . A woman 
4t who after denying her faith, 
*' went immediately to the pub- 
c< lick baths, there fell do'.vn 
4t poffeffed by an evil fpirit, and 
Ci becoming her own executioner 
** in wreaking the vengeance of 
** God upon herfelf, in her rave 
♦* bit to pieces her tongue, the 
inlhumeut of her crime, and 
** bein<> lei zed with cruel rains 
*' in her bowels, in a very little 
" lime, gave up the ghoil. w 
JI<' adds an e : am pie to which 
he had been an tyewknefs. 'J 'he 
parent;; of a fucking little giil 

flying for fear of the pcrilcutors, 



the nurfe carried the child before 
the magi it rates, and as it was 
not old enough to eat flefh, they 
gave it fome bread dipped in 
wine which remained of the hea. 
thenifh libations. As foon as 
the heat of the perfecution was 
abated, the mother returned, and 
having got her child, again car- 
ried it to the church where St. 
Cyprian was offering the great 
facrifice of the Eucharift, Sa- 

crificantibus nobis . The child cried 

and grieved all the time of the 
oblation, as if it were to confefs, 
by all the figns it could give, its 

unfitnefs for that holy place. At 
the communion, when the dea- 
con brought it the cup, the in- 
fant turned its head, clofed its 
lips forcibly together, and with 
all its might refufed to touch 
what was offered. The deacon, 
however, forced fome part of the 
bleffed facrament into the girl's 
mouth ; upon which ihe was 
feized with violent convulfions 
and a fit of vomiting. Chrift 
would not fuffer the holy facra- 
ment to flay with her after her 
bowels had been polluted with 

the heathenifh facrifkes. A wo- 
man, fomewhat advanced in 
years, who had facrificcd to 
idols, crept in unobferved, whilft 
St. Cyprian was offering the fa- 
crifice ; but fhe had no fooner 
received the facrament, but ihe 
began to heave and flruggle for 
her life, as if flic had received a 
mortal wound, and Ioiing her 
breath, fell down trembling and 
fobbing. Another woman whole 
hands had been polluted with 
heathen facrifice, as fhe tried to 

open her I. ox, in which ihe kepi 

th<* 
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mas, Clemens Romanus, Ignatius, Polycarp, Quadratus, JuP- 
tin, Melito, Tertullian, Origen, Dionyfius Alexandrinus, &c» 

St. 



if 



the body of our Lord {accord- 
ing to the cuflom of that age for 
private communion when perfons 
could not affift at religious af- 
femblies in times of perfecution) 
perceived fire arife thence, by 
which (he was fo affrighted that 
Ihe durfl not touch it. A man 
who had apoftatized, having pri- 
vately received the facrament 
from the prieft in his hand, open- 
ing it, found nothing but afties. 
Several in the like circumftances 
were feizcd by unclean fpirits, 
and fome loft their fenfes, and 
ran mad. St. Cyprian adds a 
ftrong exhortation to penance, 
and fays, that fome among the 
faithful, ee becaufethey had once 
finned only in thought and 
purpofe, confeffed this with 
" much grief to the priefts of 
C( God, doing fevere penance, 
unburdening their conferences, 
44 and feeking a healing remedy 
44 for their wounds; knowing 
44 that God is neither to be de- 
" ceived nor mocked : no arts 
** and ftratagems can delude or 
44 circumvent him." Quontam 
de hoc *vel cogitawunt* hoc ipfttm 
apud facer dotes Dei do lent er et fim- 
p licit e? • cofifitentes, exomo hire ft m co>i- 
fcientiai faciunt % animi fiti pondus 
exponunt, &c. n.14. p. 9^. Up- 
on which words the Knglifh Pro- 
teftant editor of St. Cyprian's 
works makes this remark : 44 This 
4i lubmiilion to a folemn exomo- 
" logefjs for their thought is a 
44 proof of the efleem which vo- 
44 Unitary confeftion Hood in. 
4< No one could have called 
" them to account for the pur- 
u pole of their heart, if they 

*' had not of their own accord 



« declared it," p. 131. St. Cy- 
prian repeats his prefling folici- 
tations to finners : c « Let every 
44 one of you make an humble 
" and folemn confeflion of his 
44 fin whilft he is yet in the 
*« world, whilft his confeflion 
" can be admitted, whilfl his 
44 fatisf action, and the pardon 
44 given him by the priefts are 
" available with God." He 
puts them in mind, that this is 
not to be obtained without much 
lamentation and forrow, and 
without renouncing diverfions, 
banquets and vain apparel : that 
if they would mourn for a friend 
that was dead, how much more 
ought they to do it for their 
fouls ? 44 You have loft your 
•« foul," fays he; 44 You are 
44 dead to all fpi ritual purpofes : 
44 you furtive this lofs ; and will 
(i you not lament and mourn ? 
44 will you not fecrete yourfelf 
44 for a time from company and 
" divertifements ? Behold, frefh 
44 aggravations of your guilt. . . 
44 Penance here is left as the 
44 only remedy. They who 
44 would reprefent this as need- 
44 lefs, leave the cafe incurable 
44 and hopelefs. Whilft perfons 
44 raftily truft to falvation againft 
44 the terms of the gofpel, there 
4 4 is left no hope of it upon any 
44 reafonable grounds... Let us 
£< then mourn and weep in pro- 
44 portion to the greatnefs of our 
44 fin ; as the wound is large and 
44 deep, let our care of it be 
44 fuitable , let not the feveiity 
44 of our penitential labours fall 
44 ihort ol the heinoumefs of our 
44 guilt. . .You muft a/k more 
" fervently, mull continue a 

" great 
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St* Cyprian mentions feveral virions with which God had fa- 
voured him and many other perion^ He aflurcs us, that he 

received 
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great while inflant in prayer, 
and fuppl:cat!on, mull ;pend 
whole days in lorrow, whole 
nights in tearb, and every mo- 
ment of your time in mourn ng 

and lamentation. Yon mult 
pioftrate yuurfelvcs upon the 
ground, lie down i»i iackcloth 
and a (lies, negleft all care of 
drefs and orimment ; chooie 
hencefbrwards abllinence and 
falling, and be diligent in 

works of juftice and cha- 
rity. Your riches, which 
helped to enfnare and ruin 
you, can no longer be a jell 
objeel of your love and ad- 
herence. You mould rather 
deteli them as a mortal enemy, 
avoid them as you would rob 
bers and cut-throats j {brink 
from them as you would from 
poifon or the fword They 
mould now be chiefly em- 
ployed in redeeming your 
crime and your guilt. . . Let 
the remainder of your fortune 
be fpent in fecking relief a- 
gainlfc the grievous, wound you 
have received . . God who is 
to judge you, fhould be en- 
gaged ^ by your loans to him, 

to become yonr debtor. . . It 
any man will pour out his foul 
xo God in fervent prayer, if 
he will flied in great abun- 
dance penitential tears, if he 
will labour to pacify the wrath 
of God by repeated acts of 
jullice and charity, then 
at length it* may be hoped, 
that He will pity and he moved 
to pardon , who laid : IVbvn 

thou fi ilt tfturn, attd repent, 
thou Jhalt b? fitwJ. I ft xx X. 

ic. He there/ore can pardon 



his humble fupplicants, his 
Jincere penitents, fuch as bring 
forth (ui tabic fruits of repen- 
tance. He can make avail- 
able whatever either the mar- 
tyrs (hall afk, or the hi (hop 
and mmi^ers of his church 
lhail do on their behalf. Thus 
the foldier '-f Chriii v/'li rally 
his broken forces, fight with 
the more ardour and courage, 
and being infpired with great- 
er dcgieos of conftancy and 
lirmntis from an humble -re~ 
mem bra nee and fenfe of his 
f:n. he will derive upon him- 
felf the divine aftillance, and 
contribute as much to the joy 
and triumph of the church, as 
he had done to her dejection 
and grief." This holy pallor 
always feared left his indulgence 
was too great: " I would, as 
to my f elf, forgive all that 
is pall . even the faults com- 
mitted agamlt God, I do not 
rigor* til fly (earch : nay, I even 
become niyfelf an offender, I 
fear, by my too great indul- 
gence to the o (Fences of others : 
and as for thofe who are de- 
flrous of confefling their fin 
with opennefs and humility, 
and making all pofiible fatif- 
f action for it, thefe 1 am ever 
ready to embrace with the 
molt true and cordial aflec- 
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tion. 

St. Cyprian's moft ufeful dif- 

courfe, Of the Lords Prayff 9 was 
wrote foon after this la 11 trcatifc, 
;md is llrongly recommended by 
St. Hilary and St. Aullin. The 
latter exhorted the monks of 
Adrumetum to get it by heart. 

The author (hows the excellency 

of 
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received from God an exprefs order to fly and lie concealed 
when he was proscribed or outlawed in the reign of Decius. 

Pontius, 



of that divine prayer, and ex- 
plains it. its petitions, what we 
are to aflv of God. He mentions 
the (olemn hours of daily prayer ; 
the fir ft, third, fixth, C5V. and 
lays down the conditions of 
prayer, efpeci illy humility, re- 
verence, attention, fervour, and 
conilant perfovc ranee. " The 
41 avenues of our fouls," fays 
he, " fhould be all locked up 
*' from our enemy, and God a- 
«' lone fhould have accefs to 
*« them. . It is a Itrange degree 
*« of indolence and floth to iuf- 
f fer our minds at that time to 
?* be alienated from their proper 
" bufinefs. This is to offend (he 
?« majefty of God by our carelefs 
" approaches whillt we profefs 
ct to implore his mercy.' 1 He 
takes notice that the prieft, in 
the preface to the celebration of 
the Eucharift, faid : ■ ' Lift up 

* c your hearts;" and that the 
people anfwered : We lift them 
a< up to the Lord " He fays, 
our prayers ought not to be bar- 
ren, or to afcend empty and un- 
attended to the throne of grace, 
but mult be accompanied with 
almfdeeds and good works, 
which will recommend them to 
God. Excellent maxims con- 
cerning prayer occur in his 
cpijiles, l i ju cially in the exhor- 
tation to couanual prayer, winch 
he font to \m> clergy .with a charge 
that it fhould be alio communi- 
cated to the laity (ep. 1 1 . ed. 
Oxon. 8. Pamel.h 

LTpon the renewal of the pcr- 
feciuion under Gall us and Volu- 
fianus, in z^z, Sr Cyprian wrote 

his Exhortation to Ma> tyrd>m, to 
fortify his Hock againlt the day 
of trial. This work in compiled 



of pafTages of holy fcripture. 
thefe being the beft arms which 
a bifhop can put into the hands 
of fo'diers of Chrift, whom it is 
his duty to cxercife and train to 
battle. Our faint, to comfort 
and fortify his flock, in the time 
of the grievous peftilence, com- 
pofed his book, On the Mortality* 
or Peftilence. In it he fhews, 
that true fervants of Gud ought 
to rejoice in calamities, becaufe 
they afford opportunities to ex- 
crcife patience, and all heroiclc 
virtues, and to merit heaven. As 
for death, (< Noman, *' fays he. 

can be afraid of it, but he who 
* c is loth to go to Chrift, nor can. 
*< any one be loth to go to Chrift 
" but he who hath reafon to fear 
** that he fhall have no part in 
(C his kingdom." He defcribes 
the happinefs of thofe who are 
got out of the ftorms and hurri- 
canes of this world, have made 
to the haven of evcrlafting blifs, 
and have put on a happy immor- 
tality, being freed from the dan- 
gers of fin, the affaults of the 
devil, and the conflicts of the 
paflions, of which he draws a 
pathetick and elegant picture* 
Too great a fear of death in a 
Chrilhan he calls a proof of the 
want of lively faith and hope 
which fortify the mind, arid en- 
able us to defpife the king of ter- 
rours. '* Above all things, 1 ' 
fays he, " we fhould bear in 
*' mind the obligation we lie un- 
4< der to do, not our own, but 
•* our heavenly Father's will, as 
'* Chrifl has taught us to delire 
" in our daily prayer. Now how 
" inconfillent and abfurd is il for 
*' us to de/irc that his will may 
** be done, when upon hisfuin * 

" moninjj; 
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Pontius, in his life, tells us, that it was purely owing to his fear 
of offending God, which induced him rather to obey the com- 
mands of God, than to be crowned with martyrdom againfl: 
the will of God, to whom in every thing he was entirely de- 
voted. He fo firmly depended on the truth of thofe admoni- 
tions which he received from heaven, than he was perfuaded 

he 



** moning us to leave this world, 
* i we are backward and relucl- 
** ant, and loth to anfwer to his 
*' call ? . . .With what propriety 
«« or truth do we beg of him that 
*« his kingdom come, when we 
plainly prefer before it a Itate 
** of bondage on earth ? Where- 
*' fore do we fo often repeat our 
*« defires to him, to haft en bis 
*« kingdom , when it is evident 
" we would rather continue here 
*' in a Hate of fubjedlion to the 
devil, than reign with Chrift 
4t in his kingdom and glory ?" 
He mentions a certain fellow- 
bifhop, who being almoft at the 
lait gafp, was extremely fhocked 
at the thoughts of death. Whilft 
he earneflly begged for fome time 
of refpite, a youth of a majeHick 
prefence, and fuch a venerable 
a f peel as mortal eyes could fcarcc 
endure to behold, appeared Hand- 
ing by him, and faid with a good 
deal of feeming difpleafure : 
*• You are afraid both of fufrer- 
" ing, and of death ; yet you 
arc unwilling to quit the place 
64 of fufFcriug. What then mall 
** 1 do Tor you, feeing you your- 
felf know not what to afk ? 11 
Sr.. Cyprian adds : <c 1 myfelf 
have been frequently warned 
** by cxprefs revelation from 
** God, to declare in the molt 
Al publick and prciu\.g manner, 
* f that we ought not to mourn 
*' for the death of tliofe whom 
our Lord hath called to him- 
** felf, and delivered from ihe 

* % troubles of llua world $ inaf- 



4» 



" much as we know, and mould 
" confider, that they are not fo 
'* properly taken away from us, 
" as fent before us ; that they 
■* have only got the ftart of us, 
" as it were in a voyage or a 
*■ journey ; and that though we 
'* may be allowed to niifs them, 
" it is not fit we mould lament 
" them, as if they were loit." 
He fays, our behaviour ought to 
agree with our words, and avow 
our belief that our departed 
friends are in a Itate of blifs. It 
is his remark, that to wifh for 
longer life for the fake of mar- 
tyrdom, is an illufion offelf-love* 
feeing refignation to the divine 
will is the moil perfect focrifice 
of ourfelves to God : and add?, 
" that we ought to fhew the pow- 
er of our faith, by bearing 
die departure of our dearelt 
" friends without emotion ; and 
*' when it mall pleafe God to 
" call us to himfeif, we ihould 
tl gladly receive his fummons, 
€i and follow him with cheer- 
ful nefs and without delay/ 1 
Laflly, he ftrongly exhorts all 
Chrillians heartily to wifh for 
the happy hour of their death, 
as it will be their paflagc to the 
glory of heaven, their admiilion 
into the kingdom of divine love, 
and into the glorious focicty of 
the angels and faints. St. Cy- 
prian's books O// the Lo> <fi l>> si)i t' 9 
and Oh the Ahrta/itv, were pub- 
lished in French by the duke of 
Luynes, under the name of the 
Sicur dc Lavalyn, i60t\.. 
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he fhould commit a fin by fuffering, if he had not then con- 
cealed himfelf, when our Lord commanded him to do fo. This 
hiftorian obferves, that he was preferved by a merciful provi- 
dence, left his weak flock fhould have been totally difperfed, and 
rbe difcipJine of penance enervated in it by the perfccutions, firth 
of the Heathens, and afterward of the Lapfed. During which 
dangers this fkilful manager bound up the wounds of the bre- 
thren, and by his watchfulnefs defeated the ftratagems by which 
the cunning enemy fought to impofe upon thofe that were found 
not to be upon their guard. Such circumftances render the vifion 
more credible at thofe times when miraculous powers were fre- 
quent. St. Cyprian, in his eleventh epiftle to his priefts and 
deacons (24), mentions feveral other vifions; one by which he 
was moved to exhort them to continual prayer. " I received,'* 
fays he, tc an admonition from heaven, in a vifion, fayino- ; 
46 AJk^ and you Jhall receive. Next, my people were directed 
in the fame vifion, to afk for certain perfons ; but they could 
not agree in afking, which exceedingly difpleafed him who 
had faid, AJk^ and you Jhall receive $ becaufe it is written, 
God maketh men to be of one mind in an houfc (25)." He fub- 
joins the vifion of the net-fencer, reprefenting the devil threat- 
ening the people, which pointed out the impending perfecution 
of Decius, and gives an account of a third vifion, in which it 
was fhewn him, that this perfecution was drawing towards an 
end, in the following words : " To the lead of all his fervants, 
who hath many fins to account for, and in all refpecls is 
unworthy of fuch a condefcenfion, God, in his infinite mer- 
cy, hath been pleafed to give the following direction, fay- 
" ing : Bid him be fecure and cafy : for fettled ^times are coming j 
ifc and as to the intervening delay, of them, there is reajon for it 9 
" feeing there are fome yet remaining to be proved in this trial* 
Even as to the point of fpare diet, we have fome intimation 
from above, with a manifeil view of preventing any declen- 
* c lions in the vigour of heavenly virtue, through the allure- 
ments of the world - 7 ami of difengaging the mind from the 
weight and incumbrance of fatiety, that it might- more ealily 
" and expeditely watch /or prayer." The Engliih editor ob- 
ferves, that this letter was wrote in 250, when there was no 
human appearance of times growing more peaceable. The 
departure of the Decii from Rome, loon after, upon their ex- 
pedition, made fome abatement in the perfecution, and their 
unexpected death put an end to it. The event proved the au- 
thor to be neither an cnthufiaft nor an impodor, who depended 

with 
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tvith great afTurance upon thefe virions, efpecially tHofe which 
promiied peace to the church ; of which he writes again (26) . 
<c Let us animate one another, and endeavour to make all pof- 
lible improvements in virtue, that when our Lord lhall mer- 
cifully vouchfafe that peace to the church which he hath pro- 
4C mifed, we may return to her new men, &rV." When fome 
of the Lapfed had wrote to St. Cyprian, humbly and modefrly 
begging penance and reconciliation, the holy biihop faid of 
them : " The Lord is my w'itnefs, how much I congratulate 
<c with them for this regular and Chriftian conduct, who hath 
c< been plcafed alfo to reveal to me, how highly acceptable it 
ci is in his fight (27." He fpeaks of feveral other divine reve- 
lations which he received (28) : he was often directed by them 
in promoting perfons to holy orders, and in other occurrences. 
He was forewarned by God of the revival of the perfecution 
under Gallus ; of which he wrote to pope Cornelius as follows : 
A ftorm is coming, and a furious enemy will fpeedily de- 
clare himfelf againff. us : the ftruggle will not be like the lace 
<c (that under Decius), but more fharp and infupportable. This 
* c we have had frequently revealed to us from above, and the 
cc merciful providence of God doth often remind us of it j 
* c through whofe afliftance and companion for us, we trull that 
<c he who in times of peace hath foretold to his foldiers the ap- 
proaching battle, will crown them with victory when en- 
gaged in it (29)." Upon thefe revelations, he, by a plena- 
ry indulgence, admitted the Lapfed, who had entered upon a 
courfe of penance, to the benefit of reconciliation and commu- 
nion. 

In the beginning of this perfecution, in July, 252, pope Cor- 
nelius made a glorious confeflion of his faith at Rome, and was 
banifhed to Centumcclla;. St. Cyprian congratulated him here- 
upon by a letter (30), in which he foretells both his and his 
own approaching martyrdom. ,c Since it hath pleafed God," 
fays he, <c to advertife me of our approaching trial, 1 ccafe not 
to endeavour by exhorting my people to prepare for it, and 
to join with nic in continual watch fulnefs, fading and prayer. 
<c Let us cry to God continually, and deprecate his wrath : 
* c for this is our heavenly armour, which will enable us to fraud 
<c our ground with conllancy and courage. • Let us agree in 
* c remembering each other at this time of peril and diilrefs . . . 
tc and whichsoever of us ihall fir ft be favoured by our Lord 
" with a removal hence, let our aflwSlion ftill pcrfevere before 

" the 

(26) Ep. 13. cd. Oxon. n. 4.. (27) P.p. 33. ed. Oxon, (2G) Ep. 
7. 39. 63. &c. (?.()) Up. 57, ad Cornel, yd. pxon. (30) Ep. 
60, cu\ Qxon. 58 Pain. 
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<c the Lord for our brethren, in nevcr-ceafing prayers for 
« them/' Thcfe two great faints lived rn the do fen; and molt 
conftant union together : we have eight letters of Sr. Cyprian 
to that holy pope, befides a fynodal epilDe ; and it appears by 
theie that he wrote to him many others. After l he n\drtyrdvm 
or" St. Cornelius, which happened the fame year 7.5 on the 
fourteenth of September, St. Cyprian wrote a letter of congra- 
tulation to his luccefTour St. Lucius, who was no fooner elected 
than ban i flied. Being recalled, lie died about five months af- 
ter his elecfi'»n 5 on the fourth of March, attaining to a glo- 
6C rious martyrdom," as St. Cyprian arm res us (31). 

The pefttlence which broke out firft in Ethiopia, in the reign 
of Decius, and ravaged fucceilively all the provinces of the em- 
pire, fell molt heavily of all upon Africa. It grew more vio- 
lent under CralJus ; afterward deftroyed the armies of Valerian 
in FerUa, and feerned to redouble its virulence in the reign of 
Oallien. It is mentioned alio under Claudius 1J. in 27a, 
though its chief havock is confined to the fpace of twelve years, 
from 250 to 262 (32). St. Cyprian defcribes this difremper, that 
it began by a Unking of the ftrength, with colliquative' evacua- 
tions, and grievous incarnations of the larinx and parts adja- 
cent: thefe fyrnptoms were followed with an inward heat of the 
bowels, convulfions of the ftomach, violent Teachings and vo- 
mitings, firey rednefs of the eyes, and mortifications in feveral 
parts, which required amputations of limbs: a weaknefs con- 
Cracked in the whole frame rendered the body aim oft incapable 
of motion : a dulnefs of hearing or a dimnefs of fight alfo came 
upon the patients (33). This fatal contagious diliempcr fwept 
away daily vali: numbers, feizing whole families one after ano- 
ther, without (paring one individual per/on in thern (34J. All, 
i:n this dreadful juncture, were in the utmoft consternation, 
every one ftriving to fhift for himfelf, and get to the greatefl 
diftance from the infecSHon. The Heathens deferred and ex- 
poled their neareft friends, turning the dying patients -out of 
doors, as if they could fhut death out with them. Living car- 
cafes rather than men lay defiitute up and down the ihecrs, 
begging the ailiftance of paflcnger*. Yet many were intent 
upon an unnatural and cruel plunder of the goods of others. 
St. Cyprian, in this time of defolation, ailembled the Ciniflians 
at Carthage, and fpoke to them ftrongly on the duty and ad- 
vantages of mercy and charity, teaching them that they ought 

to 



(31) S. Cypr. cp. 67. (37) Tilkmont, S. Cyprian, art. 33. 

(33) Cypr. J. do Mortal* n. 9. (51) Pontius vita C'vpriaui., 



9 6o St. CYPRIAN, B. M. Sept/ x 6. 

to extend their care not only to their own people, but alfo to 
their enemies and perfecutors. The faithful readily offered 
tbemfelves to follow his directions. Their fervices were feve- 
xally diftributed : the rich contributed large alms in money; 
the poor gave only their perfonal labour and attendance, having 
nothing dfe to bellow. . . Every one was ambitious to engage in 
a fervice wherein they might fo eminently approve themfelves 
to God the Father, and Chrift the Judge of all, and in which 
they had at their head fo great a leader and commander as their 
good bifhop. How much the poor and necefiitous were, not 
only during this peftilence, but at all times the objects of 
our faint's moft tender care, appears from the concern he ex- 
pre/Ted for them, and the orders he frequently gave about them 
in his epiftles, even during his abfence. It was one of his ufual 
fayings : " Let not that fleep in thy coffers which may be profit- 
* c able to the poor. That which a man muft of neceflity part 
<c with fome time or other, it is wifdom for him to diftribute 
" fo, that God may everlaftingly reward him." All orders of 
men fhared the good bifhop's attention, but the clergy above 
the reft. So folicitous was he that they fliould be wholly taken 
up in the fpiritual function of their charge, that he reckoned it 
among the great diforders which had crept into the church dur- 
ing the long continuance of peace before Decius, that fome bi- 
fliops " neglecting their high truft, entered upon the manage - 
46 ment of fecular affairs (35)." In the town of Furnis, one 
Geminius Victor had, in his lafl: will, appointed Geminius 
Fauftinus, a prieft of that church, his executor. The fixth a- 
mong the apoftolick canons (framed in various fynods during 
the three firft centuries) and other fy nodal decrees of the ear- 
lier! ages, forbad any bifhop, prieft or deacon, to engage him- 
felf in fecular bufinefs, under pain of being depofed. Bifhop 
Fell obferves, that the Roman laws made it penal for any one 
to refufe the office of executor or guardian, when offered. 
Wherefore, in this cafe, the fynods inflicted the penalty on 
him who fliould appoint a bifhop, prieft or deacon, either exe- 
cutor or guardian, forbidding <c any remembrance of him to be 
tc made at the Eucharift (or mafs) or any oblation to be made 
4C for him after his death. . .The reafon of which was, that the 
* c clergy fliould not be diftracted from their holy minift rations. .* 
" that they might attend their altar and their Sacrifices without 
44 interruption, and fix all their attendance upon religious du- 
<c ties," as St. Cyprian fays. Wherefore he ordered *' that the 

<c name of the laid Victor fliould not be mentioned ;it the al- 
<c tar. . . that no oblation fliould be made for his rcpofc, nor the 

* c cullomary prayers of the church be ottered up on his behalf," 

as 

(35) St. Cypr. Tr. de Lapf. n. 4. 
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as was ufually done for the faithful departed. St Cyprian hoped 
by this initanceof feverity, to prevent any per fon from calling 
down to a lower employment* the priefts and miniflers of 
God, whofe whole time and caic ftiould be devoted to his 
altar (36). . In the perfecution of Gailus, lb me prie/rs w!io ce- 
lebrated the holy Eucharift early in the morning, made ufe of 
water only in the chalice, for fear of being di .'covered by the 
fcent of the wine. This abufe St. Cyprian condemned and 
confuted (37). He mentions the fign of the crofs ufed at bap- 
tifm, and on other occafions (38), and fays : cc A Chriffcian is 
" fortified by the defenfive fign of the crofs (39). Several cities 
in Numidia having been diftreflcd by an incurivon of barbarians 
who were not fubjedt to the Romans, a great . number of Chris- 
tians of both fexes were carried into captivity by them. Upon 
this accident eight bifhops wrote to St. Cyprian, imploring his 
afliftance for the redemption of the prifoners. St. Cyprian Hied 
many tears upon reading thefe letters, and was particularly con- 
cerned on account of the danger to which the virgins were ex- 
posed. At his recommendation the clergy and people of Car- 
thage raifed a fum amounting to an hundred thou fund Seftercii, 
that is, about feven hundred eighty one pounds Englifh («?)• 
This money St. Cyprian fent to thofe hi/hops^ charging them 
to have recourfe to him again upon all fuch occafions (40). 

About the year 255, began the controverfy concerning the 
validity of baptifm given by hereticks. St. Cyprian having been 
confulted by eighteen bifhops of Numidia, concerning that 
point, anfwered, that fuch a baptifm is null, and to be reite- 
rated: which decree he foon after confirmed in a fynod of feventy 
two bifhops, which he held at Carthage. The pretended reafons 
for this miftaken notion he funis up in his cpifile to Jubaia- 
nus(4i). In what manner St. Stephen maintained the tradi- 
tion of the church upon this head, has been related in the life 
of that holy pope and martyr. What the behaviour of St. Cy- 
prian would have been, had he fecn the controverfy determined 
by the decifion of the church, cannot be doubted from the prm* 
ciples which he himfclf lays down (42). Nor did he queition 
the fuperiour authority of St. Stephen ; though in a point which 

Vol, III. I J p p lie 

(36) S. Cypr. cp. r. ed. 0*on. (37) f?p ^3- a ^ Gvciliunl. 

cd.'Oxon. (38) IV. dc Lapf. n* i\ De Unit. Ecclc\ n. 15. 

(39) L. 2. Teflim. n. 16. (40) Kp. 62. cd. Oxon. S. Au*;. cp. 

l<)<). 11. fjf. (41) lip. 73. ad Jubaian. (4?.) JL.de Un.i E ^1. 
p. ^3. Sc cp. 55, &c. S.Aug. J. 1. de Dapt. c. iS. j>. 94. T. 9, &c. 

(**) At the rate of 7 1. i6r.. 3d. the SeihrLiuni, or our thoui'/ud t;f- 
tcrtii. Mr. Smith in his corui'li^n-j of Or. Anhbu- tlmoi'i, ta>k«: 
iuakc;i n SeUfrt'.iib 2d. of cur prelent Jinvjifh coin, stud a otfiLnct-- 
Min 8 1. o ft. 8 «L 
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he thought to belong merely to difcipline, not to faith, he 
thought he might maintain the cuftom which he found efta- 
folifhed at Carthage by a predeceflbr named Agrippinus. Nei* 
ther was he unacquainted with the dignity of the Roman fee, 
which he calls, " The chair of Peter, the principal church, 
the origin of the facerdotal unity ; whither perfidy cannot 
find accefs (43)." If he for fome time betrayed a warmth 
in this controverfy, how much he repented of it appears by the 
book which he afterward wrote On Patience : and if he offend- 
ed-, this was effaced by his pcrfeft charity and glorious martyr- 
dom, as St. Auftin frequently repeats. 

Whilft this controverfy was carried on, the church enjoyed 
fome tranquillity. For Gallus did not reign full two years, be- 
ing flain by his own troops. Emilianus, who had revolted a* 
gainft him, met with the like fate after four months, and Va- 
lerian, who next ftept into the throne, was favourable to the 
"Chriftians, till through the inftigation of Macrianus, his gene- 
ral, he raifed a mod bloody perfecution in 257, which raged 
three years and an half, till that emperour was taken prifoner 
by the Perfians (f), St. Cyprian fo effectually encouraged his 

. flock 

(43) Ep. 59. ad Cornel, n. 10. p. 265. See alfo ep. 55. adAnto- 
nian. n. 5. p. 243. L. de Unit. Eccl. p. 76, &c. 



{/) The latter woiks com- 
po fed by St. Cyprian are thefe 

that follow. The book/IoDewctn- 
«nus 9 (an inferiotirHeathen magi- 

flratc of Carthage, an acquain- 
tance of St. Cyprian's though 
a great enemy ro the ChriJlians) 
is .in anfwer to his inve&ivcs, 
ihewing that the Chriilian faith 
W»6 not the caule of the public's: 
calamities of the emphc, with 
an exhortation to repentance. 
The treati;e, Of Abm nndGuoi 
f ' r or/:s 9 compiled about the year 
254, is a moving -exhortation to 
almklceds and works of mercy, 
as commanded in the holy fcrip- 
tures, and as the means 10 ob- 



tain the divine mercy. The au- 
thor fay ft, it is uiteily iiiexcuf 
able lo come fo the holy facri- 
iice, or pretend to celebrate the 
Lord's day, without making an 
offering lor the poor. In an- 
fwer to the objections which 



covetoufnefs fuggefts, he fhews 
that a number of children to be 
provided for docs not exempt a 
man from this duty, but en- 
hances the obligation, feeing 
thole betray the true interefl 01" 
their children, who teach them 
to mifplacc their afTediion, and 
to prefer mammon before Chrill : 
and Who do not procure them 
the divine protection 1 by religion 
and almfdecds. f it' infills much 
upon this, that the. . ietuence of 
the hut dav will ,be {liven ac- 
vordim» - to the abundance 01 de- 

1 ■ 

hcieucics. of our alms. 

St. Cyprian, in order lo coo] 
the heats which had b<vn raifed 
in the dilputes about rohrtpti*/ 
\u\\ hcretichs, compofed about 
the year hi-, booh, On tlr 

sMotnitfipe 0/ I'liiivntt. 'I 'his vir- 
tue he takes nor. only for the re- 
llraint of relcniment and »e- 

ven^e, but lor the train oi all 

thole 
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flock to martyrdom, that many who had fallen under Decius, 
and been by an indulgence reconciled by St. Cyprian, upon the 

P P P 2 approach 

thofe virtues which contribute to 
make a man merciful, mild, 
gentle, forbearing and forgiv- 
ing ; and which enable him to 
endure all forts of hard/hips, and 
to oppofe all forts of temptati- 
ons. He obfervcs, that the Hea- 
then philosophers were Gran- 
gers to true patience, which fup- 
pofes, in the perfon poffefTed of it, 
meeknefs and humility; whereas 
they wefeconceited and purled up, 
exceedingly plea'ed with them- 
felves, confequently not p leafing 

God at all, but full of ignorance, 
prefumption, frowardnefs and 



vain boafting. It is the bufmefs of 
a Chrillian to be in reality, what 
tbey fought to be only in appear- 
ance, and to live up to that pitch 
of fanctity which tbey talked of. 
He recommends the practice of 
patience from the example of 
God, from whofe illurlrious foun- 
tain it takes its rife, and derives 
its main honour and dignity : 
alio from the precepts of the 
gofpcl, the example of Ch rift, 
of St. Peter, upon whom 
%i Chrift hath vouchfafed to 
u build his church, 11 the other 
apoftles and holy patriarchs ; 
and from the con fi deration of 
the future judgment. St. Cy- 
prian mentions the power of 
exorcifing and calling devil:; out 
of human bodies in the name 
ol Chrift both in this treatife, 
(n. 4.) in that to Donatus, (u. 4.) 
and in that to Demctrianus, (11. 
9.) to whofe fenfes he confident- 
ly appeals, if he would make the 
trial. Whence the Knglifh Pro- 
tellant editor, in his notes upon 
this p.'ifl'ano to Donatu;;, fays, : 
M 'l 1 h is power of C brilliant in 



I c 



it 



expelling evil demons 'rom 
the bodies of perfons po fib fled 
by them, is 10 often appealed 
to, and fo ftrongly aflcrted' by 
the unanimous confent of the 
*' ancient fathers, that there 13 
no room for to doubt of the 
c€ fad, either that fuch bodies 
" were fo poiTe fled, or fo ex- 
" orcifed " p. 4. — St. Cyprian 

wrote his treatife, OnJ cul-miy and. 
E/,<vy % for the fame pUrpofc, and 
foon after the laft He mews- 
in it that envy is the fouice of 
n umber Jefs evils, and the nur- 
fery' of manifold fins; for all 
forts of vices are grafted upon 
its root: that it is'both a grie- 
vous fin, and its own prefene 
torment. ** If you will not lofs 
your fhare in the trophies you 
have gained, " fays he, " lay 

fc afide all pcrvcrfenefs' of te.m- 

per, purfue thofe courfes 

Which lead , you directly to 
'the way of falvation, weed 
out of your heart thofe thorn » 
e ' and briars which would choak 
" it, and receive into it the 
<c feeds of righteoufnefs which 
may fpring up, and- bring 
forth fruit abundantly ; dif- 
gorgc the gall and. venom of 
malignant contentious hu- 
mours, clean fe your mind 
of all its filth, and fweeten 
the bittcrnefs and lancour of 
your foul, with a truly elm- 
" llian and healing medicine. 
ic The crofs of Cluifl, by pro- 
" per applications, will cio thai 
** for you' which the tree did 
4< for the Ifr.'u.'lucs at ih« wa- 
" ters of Marru .AHihe bit- 
ternel's of your foul will be 
I'weetened, if tin; crtifs <>i 

" thrill: 
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approach of the perfecution of Gallus, in it courageoufly fuf- 
fercd martyrdom j. whofe example is made ufe of to confound 

the 



«* Chrifl: be applied to it in a 
** proper manner. You will 
** then wane no cure nor medi- 
" cine for any of its diflempers; 
*' but may derive your remedy, 
*' from what originally impair- 
et eci your health." viz. the tree 
of the forbidden fruit Thus 
docs he recommend devotion to 
Cnrift's pafiion, and meditation, 
on that model of all virtue. 

Upon the ceaflng of the per- 
fecution at the death of Gallus, 
in the beginning of the year 
253, St. Cyprian aflembled a 
council at Carthage of fixty-fix 
bifhops, to fettle the affairs of 
the church Whilft the council 
was fitting he received a confu- 
tation from Fidus, an African 
bifhop, whether new-born in- 
fants mould be baptized before 
the 8 th day from their birth, as 
was prefcribed in the old law 
with regard to circumcifion. St- 
Cyprian with his council an- 
fwered, " That no one mould 
* fi be denied accefs to the grace 
*< of God; . . . particularly in- 
*< fants who by their tears and 
" deprecations, as foon as they 
0 are bom. feem to implore our 
*• help in the moft moving man- 
** ncr, and to have the beft ti- 
" tic of any to the mercies of 
" God." If xemiflion of fin 
be not refufed to the moft 
" heinous offenders, how much 
** lefs reafon, fays he, is there for 
* c denying it to infants, who be- 
M ing but newly born can be guil- 
*' ty of no fin, this only except- 
** cd .that, by being derived from 
** Adam, their birth hath com- 
** municated to them the infec- 

* - tion and jnrni foment of his 



" offence 1 ' (ep. 64. ed Oxon.). 
No difficulty was then moved a- 
bout the practice of infant-bap- 
tifm, but about the day : and 
even as to this, the unanimity of 
the fy nod fhews what was the 
general tradition. Even Tertul- 
lian who pleaded for the delay 
of bapulm, pronounces him 
guilty of murder who fhould re- 
fufe it to any in cafes of necef- 
fity. See the tradition and prac- 
tice of Infant-baptifm both in 
the Latin and Greek churches, 
clearly demonftrated from the 
earlieft ages of our holy reli- 
gion, by count Acami againft: 
the letter of an Englifh Anabap- 
tift upon that point. ( Jacobi 
Comitis Acami tie Fadobaptifmo fo- 
lemni in Ecclefia Latina & G rare a. 

Romas 1755.) 

Among the works doubtfully 
or falfely attributed to St. Cy- 
prian, that Againjl ptxblick Shews t 
was written in the fame age by 
a bifhop abfent from his flock 
in a time of Perfecution. The 
book Of Charity 5 and the dif- 
courfe Againjl Novation, feem to 
agree with the former in ftyle, 
which differs from that of St. 
Cyprian; otherwife thefe three 
works might do honour to his 
name. The anonymous hook* 

On the Celibacy of the Clergy , is 

extremely ufeful ; and feems 
written about the feventh centu- 
ry. The fir 11 edition of St. Cy- 
prian's works (which appeared 
loon after the invention of prin- 
ting, without the name of the 
printer or place where it was 
printed) is more correct, and 
freer from faults than thofc 

that followed, Among others, 

JErafmus 
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the harfhnefs of Novatian in rejecting fuch penitents, in the 
work of a learned cotemporary writer againft that herefiarch, 

Ppp 3 which 



Erafmus, Manutius at Rome, 
MoreJlus at Paris, Pamelius and 
Rigaltitis gave new editions of 
his works. This laft author is 
called by bp. Fell a malked or 
difguifed Calvinirl, his notes up- 
on Tertullian and St. Cyprian 
often mofl abfurdly leaning to- 
wards certain principles of that 
feet : on which fee Albafpinccus, 
H. Grotius, Ep. ad Salmas. p. 
323, and Petitdidier, in his 
excellent Remarques fur la Bibli- 
otbeque de Dupin, T. 1 . Pamelius 
firft placed St. Cyprian's letters 
according to the feries of time : 
which order is changed in al- 
lnoft every edition before and 
.fince. The excellent Oxford 
edition appeared in 1682, with 
new notes added by dr. Fell, 
bifhop of Oxford, together with 
the learned bifhop Pearfon's An- 
nates Cyprianici, and Dod well's 
thirteen Differt 1 at rones Cyprianici, 

to illuftrate certain matters of 
•fac\ and points of dilcipline. 
Baluze prepared a new edition 
oi this father's works ; after 
whofe death, it was completed, 
Baluzc's notes in fome places a- 
mended, and new ones added, 
with a new life of St. Cyprian, 
by Dom Maran, a Mauriifc Be- 
nedictine monk. This moil cx- 
acl edition was printed at Paris 
in 1726. St. Jerom and Lac- 
tam im, jullly admire the elo- 
quu;>ce of St Cyprian's Works. 
The latter obferves, that, he 
*' had an eafy, fertile, agreea- 
" ble invention ; and what is 
" more, a clcarnefs of undcr- 
M Handing, and a fpirit of per- 
11 fpicuity reign throughout all 
** his writings, which is one of 
* c the bell qualities belonging to 



tc any difcourfe. He has a great 
" deal of ornament in his nar- 
*« ration, an eafy turn in his 
" expreffions, and force and vi- 
" gour in his reafonings, fo that 
" he had all ihe three talents 
" required in an oratour, which 
" are, to pleafe, to teach, and 
*' to perfuade ; and it i not 
" eafy to fay which of thefe 
" three he poifefles moll emi- 
•* nently. His letter to D' na- 
tus is too elaborately adorned ; 
yet is both truly eloquent and 
very ferious, though not a mo- 
del ; for we may apply to it the 
remark of Malebranche con- 
cerning Seneca, i ertullian and 
and Montaigne, that in fuch 
writers, the moil viciou.s ciazhng 
flames are moll apt to be imi- 
tated, to the depravation o. tafte 
and true eloquence. (Recherche de 
la Verite, L 2. p. 3. c. 3.) St. 
Auftin fays, that God permitted 
fome affedted ornaments, and 
ftrokes of vain oratory to tall 
from St Cyprian's pen, in this 
his nrlt eifay after his conver- 
fion, to fhew us how much the 
fpirit of Chriftian fi mplicity af- 
terward retrenched the fuperflu- 
011 s ornaments of Ityle. and re- 
duccd it within the bounds of a 
grave true eloquence. This is 
the diftinguifliing character of all 
the letters that St. Cyprian wrote 
alter this, which we may f'afcly 
admire, and imitate, faysi Fcnclon. 
Yet, as the fame judicious m;ilter 
of liylc obferves, his language 
has a tang of the African rough - 
nefs and genius ; nor is it quite 
clear of that iludicd fublimity that 
prevailed in his days. This, how 
ever, is not fuch but that his o- 

loqucnce 11 ill appears finooth and 

natural , 



hie 
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which has fometimes been afcribed to St. Cyprian. Indefati- 
gable was the zeal of our holy bifhop in exhorting the confef- 
fors, and in procuring them all poflible fuccour. He was alfo 
pareful in devoutly honouring the memory of the martyrs, after 
their triumphs, by facrifices of tbankfgiving to God on their 
annual festivals. For this purpofe, in his retirement, during 
the firft of thefe perfecutions, he fent this charge to his clergy 
at Carthage (44) - As to thofe confeflbrs who died in prifon : 
<c obferve the days on which they depart this life, that they 
cc may be commernorated with honour, as thofe of the martyrs 
* c are. . .We offer up here the ufual facrifices and oblations in 
* c commemoration of them." He fays, in another letter to 
his clergy, fpcaking of certain martyrs: <c We conftantly of- 
* c fer facrifices for them, upon the yearly return of thofe days, 
cc wherein we celebrate the memorial of the martyrs fuffer- 
? c ings. 5> The faint describes in his epiftlcs the wonderful con- 
Hancy with which the martyrs endured the moll unheard-of tor- 
ments. They were fcourged, beaten, racked, and roafted : 
{their flefh was pulled off with burning pincers: fome were be- 
headed with fwords, others were run through with fpears ; often 
$nore instruments of torment were employed about the fame 
man than his body had limbs. They were plundered and 
Gripped, chained and imprifoned, thrown to wild beads, or 
burnt at ftakes. When the perfecutors had run over all their 
old methods of tortures and executions, they ftudied to invent 
others more barbarous. They not only varied, but repeated 
the torments, and where one ended, another began. This cru- 
elty they added to all the red, that they tortured them without 
leaving them hojjp of dying foon, flopping them in their jour- 
ney to heaven. 'Many were purpofely kept upon the jack, 
tjiat they might die piecemeal, and that their pains might be 
lingering : no intervals or times of refpite v. ere given them, that 

tho 



(44) Ep. \z etl. 0;;on. 



p::tur.i1, and i:; rc in ived from 
the Hylu oi a dcclaimer. There 
is nothing in his wrhuu'.s mean, 
quaint or infipid, nothing that 
has the tincture oi' ordinary lite- 
rature Every wlicre we lee a 
*>reat foul, filled with lofty fen- 
.timentr., which niv e:;preul'd in 
;i very noble moving manner : 
{lis tongue nlw.'iyti fpnalvs from 
tJic abundance of h"n> heart. Uo 



fomerhr.e:, uie;; certain word s nr i 
agiccable to the pmuy of tlw 
Latin tongue (as m-i taiitai* rt 
av/'/AV, &c ) lo dillieulr a matter 
is it to abllaiu from would which 
we (hiily hear from thole with 
whom we converfc Novcrthe- 
lei's, alter Lactamim;, St. Cy- 
prian is one of the moll elo- 
ijiient of the Latin fathe r >. 
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the fenfe of their torments might be without intermiflian, un- 
lets fome chanced to give their executioners the flip, by ex- 
piring in the midft of their pains. All this did but render 
the faith and patience of the martyrs more illuftrious, and make 
them more earneftly long for heaven. They tired out their 
tormentors, overcame the fharpeft engines of execution, and 
f mi led at the bufy officers that were raking in their wounds : 
when their flcfh was wearied and con Turned, their virtue and 
fidelity to God were unconquerable. The multitude beheld 
with admiration thefe heavenly conflicts, and flood aftontfhed 
to hear the fervants of Chart in the midft of all this, with un- 
fhaken fouls, making a free and bold confeflion of him, defti- 
tute of any external fuccour, but armed with a divine power, 
and the fhield of faith - The holy biftiop ceafed not to prepare 
his people for the combat, by having this faying often in his 
mouth : ct All prefent evils are to be endured for the hope of 
good things to come." He was preferved, by a fpecial provi- 
dence, during two fuch violent ftorms, that he might be the 
fupport of a weak flock, .and the father of many fervent peni- 
tents and holy martyrs. The third ftorm in which he was in- 
volved, was the eighth general perfecution raifed by Valerian in 
the fourth year of his reign, of Chrift 257. 

In that very year St. Cyprian was apprehended at Carthage, 
and on the 30th of Auguft prefentcd before Afpafius Paternus, 
the proconful of Africa, in the council-chamber. This ma- 
giftrate faid to him : cc The molt facred emperours Valerian 
46 and Gallien have done me the honour to command me by 
tc their letter, that I oblige all who follow not the Roman 
16 worfhip immediately to conform to it. What is your 
c ' name and quality r" Cyprian faid : tc I am aChriflian, and 
tc a bifhop. I know no other gods be fides the one true God, 
<fc who made heaven and earth, and the fea, and all that is 
tc therein. This God we Chiillians fcrve ; his meicies we 
implore both day and nioht for ourfclves, lor all men, and 
for the lately of thefe very emperours " When the procon- 
ful larther afked him if he pcifcveicd in that refolution ? lie 
wplied that, vt A pur pole lo well founded, and a will which 
hath once devoted itfclf to God, can never he alter - 
ed. v ' The proconful laid: " Go then into bauiihmrnt tu 
the city Curuhis.' 1 I he martvr anfwcicd : *•* 1 will [',<>. ' 
1 he proconful (aid: ct I he enip( lours have done me iho ho- 
nour to write to me to find out not only bdnop*; but alio 
piieils. 1 wotdd therefore- I., now what prieiis live in ih'r; 
i- i t y . 1 * Cyprian anfweieil : tc The Roman laws ivilely foi- 
u Liid us lo become infotmcp. ; and I cannot difcover them. 
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4 ? But they may be found at home." The proconful fa id : 
W I wiil haul them." He added : cc I have orders alfo to for- 
* c bid the holding of your afiemblies in any place, or entering 
cc into the cemeteries. Whoever obferves not this wholefome 
cc ordinance, (hall be put to death." To which Cyprian made 
anfwer. Then obey your orders." The proconful having 
commanded that he (hould be banifhed to Curubis, the faint 
arrived there on the 13th or 14th of September. Curubis was 
a fmalJ town fifty miles from Carthage, fituated in a peninfula 
upon the coalt of the Lybian fea, not far from Pentapolis. 
The place was pleaiant and heahhv, in a good air, and though 
(ituatcd in a defers country, <?;reen meadows and the conveniency 
of frcfti water (fcarcc and valuable things in many parts of 
Afiica) were not wanting, The faint was attended by his 
;n Pontius, and ibme others ; and met with kind and 
courteous ufage. He was favoured with a vifion the night after 
his arrival, by which God forewarned him of his approaching 
martyrdom, and which Pontus gives in the very words in 
which St. C\ prian related it. 4< Before I went to fleep," faid 
he, " there appeared to me a young man of a very uncom- 
f c mon ftature, who led me to the palace, and placed me be- 
cc foie the tribunal of the proconful, who as foon as he caft , 
$ c his eyes upon me, began to write a fentence in a pocket- 
book. The young man who ftood behind him, and read if, 
cc fignified to me by iigns the fubftance of it : for ftretching 
* c out his hand at full length fo as to reprefent a fword, he 
6C made a crofs ftrokc over one hand with the other, imitating 
cc the adtion of beheading a perfon, fo that no words could 
6< have made the thing more intelligible. I immediately appre- 
ri bended that this was to be the death which was prepared 
cc for me, and J addrefied myfelf to the proconful for a fhoi t 
reprieve, till I could fettle my affairs. He wrote again in 
his pocket-book ; and 1 guefled that he granted my rcqueft 
of a reprieve till the morrow, by the evennefs of his coun- 
tenance, and the opennefs of his brow. This the young 
man intimated to me by twilling his fingers one behind an- 
other." This, fays hifhop Fell, was a known mark of the 
thing in qucftion being pollponcd ; as bending the thumb was a 

inarlc of condemnation, and holding it (Irait a token of ac- 
quittal. The reprieve of a day fignified a year ; and the hi- 
fhop ftiilVred on the fame tlay in the following year. This 
warning he took for a divine promife of the honour of martyr- 
dom. The reafojis of his defiling a leprieve was for fettling 
the a/furs oi his church, and for an opportunity of cxprelling 
by a lull effort his tendernefs for the poor, upon whom he ac- 
cordingly 
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jcordingly beftowed almoft all he was then poflefled of. Pon- 
tius doubts not but Ood granted him this refpite becaufe he 
defired it for thefe purpofes. A meflenger arrived about that 
time from Rome, fent by pope Xyftus, toadvertife St. Cyprian 
that new and very bloody edi£ts were fpeedily expedited* No 
/boner were they publiflied but St. Xyftus was immediately fa- 
crificc-d, on the 6th of Auguft, 258, fomewhat above a month 
before St. Cyprian. Our faint received from Rome informa- 
tion of his martyrdom, and that the order which Valerian 
(who was fet out upon his Perfian expedition) fent to the fe- 
pare, imported, cc that biihops, priefts and deacons fhould 
forthwith fuffer (45)-" From that time St. Cyprian lived 
in the daily expectation of executioners arriving to take ofF 
the heads of fuch as were marked out for victims. Mean 
while divers perfons of the fir It rank and quality, even feveral 
Pagans, met together, and endeavoured to perfuade him to 
fecretc himfelf, with offers of a commodious and fafe retire- 
ment. But he had fo fet his affections upon things above 9 that 
he utterly ne^ledled all lower interefts. He took all opportu- 
nities or encouraging the fervants of Ood, and fpoke with moffc 
ardent affedlion upon religious fubjedts, always wifhing the 
moment of his martyrdom might overtake him whilft he was 
difcourfing upon God. He prepared himfelf for it by thofe 
exercifes of compunction and penance, the fpirit of which he fo 
excellently cxpreffed in his treatife, On the Lapfed> and by which 
he ftudied to purify his foul moic and more, that it might 
appear without fpot or flain before the God of infinite fandtity. 
He devoted his time to penance, and made heavenly contempla- 
tion the favourite employment of his retirement, by which he 
railed his foul to God by the mod inflamed love, and longing 
deiircs and piayers to be united to him lor evermore, according 
to the maxim which he lays down in the clofe of his book, 
On the Mortality y where he fays : cc To this delightful fo- 
ciety of the blefled, and to Chrift who is at the head of 
it, let us haften, my brethren, upon the wings of defirc, 
and of an holy love. Let God and Chrift be witnclles, that 
' c this is the main bent of our wifhes, and the fum of our molt 
f,fc ardent hopes. Then our rewards will be proportioned to 
** the eaineihiefs of our prefent deiircs, if they proceed horn his 
" love." 

Our faint was flill at Curubis when Gaicrius Maximus fuc- 
ceeded Patcrnus in the government of Africa. The new pro- 
coiiful recalled St. Cyprian to Carthage, that he might more 

readily 

S. Cypr. cp. tfo. ad Succcfluni. ed. Oxon, Sec S. Xy/lu:/^ 
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readily come at him as foon as he fliould receive the new edicts 
which he expected from Rome. The bifhop, by his order, 
refided at his own gardens, or country-houfe near the city, 
which he had fold for the benefit of the poor when he was bap- 
tized, but which afterward fell again into his hands. He de- 
iired to give this eftate again, with the reft of his fortune, to 
the poor : but could not do it at that dangerous feafon for fear 
of exafperating the perfecutors. The fanguinary order reached 
Carthage about the middle of Auguft, whilft the proconful was 
at Utica, which fhared with Carthage the honour of being his 
refidence for part of the year, Maximus difpatched a guard 
to conduct him to Utica ; but St. Cyprian being defirous to 
fuffer in the midft of his own flock, fiepped afide, and took 
flicker in a more private place, till the proconful being returned 
to Carthage, he {hewed himfelf again in his own gardens. Ga- 
lerius, upon notice given him, fent the prince (that is, the 
chief of thofe who ferved under the magijier Officiorwri) with 
another officer, to feize him by furprife. But nothing could 
happen fuddenly or unexpectedly to the blefled man, who was 
always ready and prepared for any event. He, therefore, came 
forth with all imaginable cheerfulnefs and courage, and all 
the marks of an undaunted mind. The ofneers putting him 
into a chariot betwixt them, carried him to a country feat at 
Sextus, where the proconful was retired for his health, fix miles 
from Carthage. The proconful not being then ready, de- 
ferred the trial till the next day, and the martyr was conducted 
back to the houfe of the chief officer that had apprehended him, 
fituated in the flreet of Saturn, between the ltrcets of Venus 
and Salus. Upon the rumour that Thafcius was taken, the 
city was alarmed : the very Pagans flocked together, and tcfti- 
fied their companion ; lor he had been well known among 
them *, and they lemcmbered the excels of his chariiy towards 
all in the late in fiance of the publick diftrefs and peltilcnce. 
The multitude that was gathered top^chcr was very great, i ■ pro- 
portion to the extent of the city <A Carthage, which was in- 
Jeriour to none but Rome tor the number of its inhabitants. 

St. Cyprian was guarded that night by the chief of the of- 
ficers in a courteou.. uiauuei, and his hieuds were allowed to 
tup with him. The next morning, which the conference of 
i he hlellcd martyr, lays Pontius, rendeied a day of joy to him, 
he was conducted by a ttrong guard to the pnecorium or couit 
of the proconful, about :t lurlong Ironi the officer's houfe 
where he had parted the night. The proconful not being yet 
fitting, he had leave to go out of the crowd, and to he in a 
nunc private place, vvheie the feat he got was accidentally co- 
veted 
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vered with a linen cloth, as if it were to be a fymbol of his 
epifcopal dignity, fays the deacon Pontius : by which it appears 
that bifhops had then fuch a badge of diftindtion at Jeaft at the 
publick divine fervice. One of the guards who had formerly 
been a Chriftian, obferving that the fweat ran down the mar- 
tyr's body, by the length and hurry of his walk, offered to 
wipe it off, and to give him dry linen in exchange for that he 
had on, which was wet, linen garments being common in hot 
countries, This was the fold ier's pretence; his meaning was 
to get into his pofleflion fome of the' holy man's garments and 
fweat, as Pontius obferves. The biftiop excufing himfelf, re- 
plied : ** We feek to cure complaints, to which perhaps this very 
*' day will put a final period/' By this time the proconful 
was come out, and being feated on his tribunal, he ordered the 
martyr to be brought before him, and faid : " Art thou 
" Thafcius Cyprian ? " The martyr anfwered : " I am." 
Proconful : c< Art thou the perfon who hath been bifhop and 
** father to men of ungodly minds ? " Cyprian : tc I have 
ec been their bifhop." Proconful : " The moft facred emper- 
ci ours have commanded thee to conform to the ceremonies 
* c of the Roman religion," Cyprian : " I cannot." Procon- 
ful : " Confider better of thy own fafety." Cyprian : 6C Obey 
cc your orders. In fo manifeftly juft a cafe there is no need of 
<c confederation." Upon this the proconful confulted with his 
friends, and coming to the refolution to condemn him, faid : 
Long haft thou lived with an irreligious heart, and haft joined 
great numbers with thee in an unnatural confpiracy again ft the 
<c Roman deities, and their holy rites : nor have our facred 
ec and moft pious emperours, Valerian and Gallien always au- 
tc guft, nor the moft noble Qefar Valerian, been able to rc- 
cc claim thee to their ceremonies. Since thou haft been a ring- 
cc leader in crimes of fuch an heinous nature, thou (halt he 
" made an example to thofe, whom thou haft (educed to 
cc join with thee; and difeipline fhall be eftablifhed in thy 
cc blood." Then he read the following fentence written in a 
tablet: cc I will ih.it Thafcius Cyprian he beheaded." To 
which Cyprian fuhjoined : cc BlefTed be God for it." The 
Chiiilians who were profent, in crowds, faid: 4t Let us be 
cc beheaded with him ; " and they made a great uproar. When 
the martyr went out of the court, a great number of foldieis 
attended him, and ho was guarded by centurions and tribunes 
march in<v on each lido of him. They led him into the coun- 
fry, into a Iar»e plain thiclc fct with hi^h trees : and many 

imbed up to the L'>ji of thjni, the better t.o lee him at a 
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diftance by reafon of the crowd. St. Cyprian being Arrived at 
the place appointed, took off his mantle, fell upon his knees^ 
and proftxated himfclf before God. Then he put off his Dal- 
matick (g) 9 which he gave to the deacons, and remained in a 
linen veftment or ftiirt expecting the executioner, to whom he 
ordered a fum of twenty-five goldeja denarii, amounting to 
about fix pounds Er.gliih, to be given. He himfelf bound the 
napkin over his eyes ; and he defired a prieft and a deacon to tie 
his hands. The Chr Lilians fpread before him napkins and 
-handkerchiefs to receive his body. His head was ftruck off on 
the 14th of September, 258. For fear of the infults of the 
heathens, the faithful conveyed his body for the prefent into 
an adjoining field, and they interred it in the night with great 
Jblemnity on the Mappalian way. Two churches were after- 
ward erected to his memory, the one on this place of his bu- 
rial, called the Mappalia^ the other on the fpot where he fuf- 
fered, called Men fa Cypr'uma, or Cyprian's Table, becaufe 
there he was made a facririce to God. Both are mentioned by 
Victor (46). The proconful Galcuus Maximus died a few- 
days after him, but in a very different mannei. In the Libe- 
rian Calendar, and that publifhed by F. Fronto, h.is teflival is 
placed on the 14th of September ; but fince the fifth age has 
been joined with that of St. Cornelius on the i6tb. Certain 
ambaffddours of Charlemagne returning from Aaron king of 
Perfia, through Africa, obtained leave of the Mahometan king 
of that country to open the tomb of" St. Cyprian (which they 
found entirely neglected) and to carry his relicks into France, 
which they depofited at Aries, in 806, according to Ado (47}, 
or in 802, according to Agobard. Leidrarde, aichbifhop 
of Lyons, with the king's confent, removed them to Lyons, 
and depofited them behind the altar or St. John Baptift : a 
poem upon this tranflation was written by Leidarde's fucccfibur, 
Agobard. Charles the Bald caufed them to be tranflated to 
Compiegne, and lodged with thofe of St. Cornelius, in the great 
abbey which he built, and which is called St. Corneille. Part 
of the relicks of SS. Cornelius and Cyprian is kept in a (hrinc 
in the collegiate church of Romay near Oudcnarde in Flan- 
ders. 

It 

(46) De Per fee. Vandal. 1. 5. c. 5. S. Aug. Conf. I. 5. c. S. 
Serin. 310, &c. (47) Martyr, ad 14 Sept. See Rofweide and 

G corgi ibid. Kuinart Act, Mart. p. 203. 



{(r) A kind of inner garment, fo called fiom Dalmatia, where it 
was invented. 
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It is a maxim of our holy faith which St. Cyprian frrongly 
inculcates, that we muft follow the faints now in defirc if we 
hope to reign with them hereafter: " We have folcmnly re- 
tc nounced" the world," faid he; "and therefore w hi lft we 
<c continue in it, fhould behave like ftrangers and pilgrims. 
<c We fhould welcome that happy day (of our death) which 
" is to fix us, every one in our proper habitation, to refcue 

us from the einbaraffments and" fn ares of this world, and re- 
*' move us to the kingdom of heaven. Who among/! us, if 

he had been long a fojourner in a foreign land, would not 
" defire a return to his native country r What pcrfon, when he 
<c had begun to fail thither, would not wi/h for a prosperous 
* c wind to carry him to his defired home with expedition, 
cc that he might the fooner embrace his friends and relati- 
4t ons ? We mull: account paradife our country. There 
" friends, and parents, and brethren, and children without 
6C number, wait for us, and long to congratulate our happy 
6t arrival. They are in fecure polTclfion of their own felici- 
* c ty, and yet are folicitous for ours. How great will be 
<fc our common joy, upon the tranfports of our meeting to- 
* € gether in thofe bleffed abodes ! How unutterable muft 
* 6 be the pleafurcs of that kingdom, which have no allay, or 
4C intermiflion, having eternity added to the higheft degrees of 
blifs ! There we /hall meet with the glorious choir of the 
cc apoftles ; with the goodly company of the prophets: with 
c< an innumerable multitude of holy martyrs j there we /hall be 
** blefled with the fight of thofe triumphant virgins, who have 
<c fubdued the inordinate lufts of the ficfli ; and there we /hall 
c< behold the rewards of thofe who by feeding the hungry, and 
*' fuccou ring the afflicted, have with their earthly treafure pur- 
** chafed to themfelves a treafure in heaven" (48). 

On the fame DAY 

St. Euphemia Virgin and Martyr. The city of Cljalccdon was 
the theatre of her glorious martyrdom : fhe fuflered in the per- 
fecution continued by the lucceilburs of Dioclefiun, about the year 
307. The eminent lianclity of tliis holy virgin, loaded with the 
fruits of all Chrirtian virtues, excited the rage of the devil, and of 
his intiruments the pcrfecutors: but all the efforts of their malice 
only rendered her vii tue the more tiiuinphaut and glorious. Hav- 
ing embraced the holy Hate ol virginity, ihe, by the black or dark- 
coloured garments which lhe wore, declared to all men her Heady 
purpofe of taking no ihare in the earthly pleafures and amufement; 
which fill the hearts, ict an edge on the pailions, and take up the 
molt precious part of the time of worldlings. The excrcifes of 

pen ancc 

(48) L, do Mortal. 11. 20, 
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penance and religion were the ferious occupations to which fhe to- 
tally devoted herfelf ; and as the love of God reigned in her heart, 
it was her conftant fludy to walk always before him, to labour in 
all her aclions to pleafe him, and by the humility of her heart and 
whole deportment, by the mortification of her fenfes, by theconftancy 
and fervour of her devotion, by the heavenlinefs of her converfation, 
and the activity of her zeal and charity to make continually higher 
advances towards heaven. Whatever was not God, appeared to 
her empty and contemptible; me found no pleafure or delight but 
in what tended to unite her heart more and more to him here by 
love : and fhe thirfted after his prefence and fruition in the kingdom 
of his glory, panting and longing to be difmined from the pil- 
grimage of this world, and from the corruptible tabernacle of the 
body. God was pleafed to hear her fighs, and crown. her humble 
deiires. She was apprehended by the perfecutors, and. cruelly tor- 
tured by the command of an inhuman judge named Prifcus. The 
torments fhe underwent were reprefented in the moft moving man- 
ner, in a famous picture kept in the great church at Chalcedon, ac- 
curately defcribed by St. Aflerius. Whilfr. one foldier pulled her 
head back, another with a mallet beat out all her teeth, and bruifed 
her mouth, fo that her beautiful tender face, her hair and her clothes 
were covered with blood. After having fuffered many other tor- 
ments, fhe was laid in a dungeon, where prayer 'was her whole 
comfort, joy and ftrength. Being at length condemned to be burnt 
alive, fhe afcended the pile with, fuch an admirable cheerfulnefs in 
her countenance as befpoke the interiour fweet joy of her foul go- 
ing to eternal life. Thus flic nniftied her courfe. She is honoured 
as one of the chief martyrs of the Grecian church, and her feftival 
is an holydayover almoft all the Ealt. Four churches in Conftan- 
tinople formerly bore her name. One at Chalcedon was exceedingly 
fpacious and famous, in which the fourth general council condemned 
Eutyches in 45 1 . The fathers in it acknowledged the church much 
indebted to the interceflion of this holy virgin for the happy iflue of 
that affair (1 )• Evagrius, the hiftorian, teitifics (?) that empcrours, 
patriarchs and all ranks of people rcforted to Chalcedon to be made 
partakers of the bleilings which God abundantly conferred on men 
through her patronage, and that manifctt miracles were there 
wrought (3). Thefc relicks were tranflatcd into the great church of 
St. Sophia at Conllantinople, and above nil other fuch holy crea/urcs 
excited the rage of Conilantine Copronymns, as Theophancs, Zo- 
naras and Cedrenus relate. In what manner they were then con- 
cealed, and afterward recovered, is recorded l>y Conilantine, bi- 
fhop ofTioin Paphlagonia, in an oration on that hibject (4). The 
fucred remains of St. luiphemia are now prefcrved at Syllobria, a 
metropolitical fee, on the Propoutick fliore, between Conllauiinople 

and Adrianople, as we are inlunned by prince CaiUemir (5), but a 

portion 

(0 Cone.T. 4. P- 325. ( 2 ) f " c - 1- c ce Baronius 

ad an. ,151.11. 5}.. an. >o.j. n. 'Oi & Not. in mait>r. Rom. 16 
Sept ^.|) np. Metaphrali. 11 Juii'u >j Suiium T. #j. (5) 
oi the Oihnian Empire, li. 3. c. 1. p. i<-0. 
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portion is poileiTed by the church of the Sorbonne at Paris, which 
was a prefent made by a great mailer of Rhodes. Sc. Euphemia had 
a church at Rome in the time of St. Gregory the Great, probably 
the fame that is now Handing, and was repaired by Urban YTII.™ 
On St. Euphemia fee St. PauTinus, St. Peter Chryfologus, and chiefly 
St. Afterius in his difcourfe quoted by the fcventh genera! council. 
Her acts have not been here made ufe of. 

SS. Lucia and Geminianus, MM. under Diocletian. Their 
names are celebrated in the mofl anciem Wellern martyrologies. 
Lucy was a noble widow lady at Rome, and received the crown of 
martyrdom together with Geminianus. 

. St. Ninian, or Ninvas, Bp. C. This faint, who became the 
apoltte of the fouthern Picts, was fon to a Prince among the Cum- 
brian Dritons, who inhabited Cumberland and Galloway. From 
his cradle it feemed his only delight to vifit churches, to difcourie on 
heavenly things, and to be employed in exercifes of devotion and 
piety. Whilir. others take fo much pains in their education to ad- 
vance themfelves in the world, our noble youth, fenfible of the 
ineftimable treafure of holy faith which he had found, thought no- 
thing difficult, and no labour great, that he might improve his foul 
in the knowledge and practice of religion. With this view he bid 
adieu to the world, cut of? the very root of covetoufnefs, fenfuaiity 
and ambition, by renouncing whatever might flatter, or afford fuel 
to thole paifions, and forfaking a court, his friends and country* 
undertook a long journey to Rome. In that city he fpent many 
years, applying himfelf with his whole heart to the exercifes of the 
moil hcroick Chriftian virtue, and to the ftudy of the facred feloness. 
In this race he ran as it were with the flrides of a giant, and hi* fotit 
was daily more and more inflamed with a mighty love and zeal for 
God, whofe honour he ftudied in all things to promote. This mo- 
tive, and a compaMion for his native country, which had . received 
the grace of faith more flowly and more imperfectly than ihe 
foiithcrn provinces pf Britain, engaged him at length to return 
home, to impart to his countrymen a (hare or that bl effing in 
which their happinefs confilled, and which was the great and folc 
end of their very being- Thoie few who had already received fame 
tincture of the faith, he taught to fet a due value on fo great a tt*r.i- 
Jure, and to apply themfelves with their whole llrengih to cultivate 
the fame in their hearts. lit! bi ought the idolaterr. of that province 
into the paths of eternal life, fokencd the liescc temper of Tudo* 
vald, king oi* i!ie Picts, and inult a church of (tone at Whit- 
horn* now in Galloway 5 and as the northern fhitomjhad never 
before leen any fueh building oi Hone, the town, ace«»i<hn^;io \'-M<: 
and /vialmelhii! y, took from this ediJue its 11:1 nic- (ini miii.^a white 
houle, in Latin CatidiJu Caf-i) tince changed inio YVhithein. The 
faint fixed here his epilcopal fro, ami dedicated the chinch i-?. 
Martin, whole tomb he probably had devoutly edited in his j.^n- 
»ey through France. He convened from idolatry the Cum hi u*tiu t 

and all ihe provinces oi the fouthem i"u.i ., m lar ai. in«u»tGw«:- 

{ V: , . 
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pus. The reft of North-Britain Was converted by SS. Columba 
and Palladium. The former was the apoftle of the northern Picls 
in 563- The Scots who paffing from Ireland fettled in part of 
the country poiTefTed by the Picts in North Britain, acknowledge 
St. Palladius for their firft biftiop, though their modern hiftorians ceil 
us, that they received the fir ft feeds of faith in the year 200, under 
king Donald, by certain rmffionaries fent from pope Victor. Jt is 
not to be doubted but the light of faith had penetrated among the 
Caledonian Britons before they were fubdued by the Roman arm 4, 
in the expedition of Severus, in zoS, as appears by Tertulliarf (I. 
adv. Judoios c. 7.). The church of Whitehern became a feminary 
of apoftolick men and many glorious faints. St. Ninian died on the 
16th of September in 432. He was illuflrious for many miracles, 
and his relicks were kept with veneration, till the change of religion, 
in the church which bears his name at Whitehern. — See his adls, 
and efpecially Bede 1. 3. c 4. The Saxon Chronicle, ann. 560. 
Alcuin, William of Malmelbury, I. 3. de reg. Angl. John Fordun 
Scotochron. I.3. Leland. de Script, c. 33. Uiher Ant; Eccl. Britan. 
c. 15. p. 347. A! ford's Annals ann. 432: 

St. Editha, Virgin. She was born in 961, being natural daugh- 
ter of king Edgar by Wulfrida, or Wilfrith, a noble lady whom 
that prince had ravilhed : for which he underwent a penance of fe- 
•ven years, as hath been related in the life of St. Dunftan. Edgar, 
after the death of his wife, endeavoured With great importunity to 
marry Wulfrida : but ftie conftantly rejecled his felicitations, and 
took the religious veil in the monaftery of Wilton, of which houfe 
fhe was fhortly after chofen abbefs. Her daughter Editha, cr 
Eadgith, was brought up by her in this religious community, and 
thus refcued from the corruption of the world before fhe had any 
taftc for its deceitful pleafures. Ignorance of vice being the moll 
perfect fence of innocence, the Roman martyrology draws from this 
circumftance the elogium of St. Editha, that, " being from her ten- 
•* dcr years dedicated to God in a monaftery, fhe may be faid ru- 
" ther not to have known the world, than to have left it." She 
never knew the enchantments of fin, or the allurements and fnares 
of the world, which flie only feared at a diftance ; and her tender 
heart was always open to God, becaufe always a ftianger to any 
other love. Wulfrida took a particular care to improve her religious 
fentiments by repeating conftantly to her lcilims of Chrillian per- 
fection, and fettmg before her eyes the inoit illuflrious examples 
of fanclity. Editha repaid her care with an admirable docility, and 
proficiency in the fchool of virtue. She was aduiittcil very young 
to her religious profeilion, for which the; confent of the king her fa- 
ther was obtained with much difficulty. She united the active life 
of iVfartha with the contemplation of Mary, and though it was her 
jvvatvll delight to hear the voice of her heavenly fpotife fpeak to her 
heart in iilcnce and retirement, ihe frequ atly deprived heiielf of 
tl' it celellial pleafuie, that Ihe mio;ht attend and iervc him in his 

dittre/led members. She fed the i.oor, tool: care of the lick, and 

dreilld 
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dreffed their moil foul and loathfome fores, preferring the leprouf 
to the king's children. Her abftinence and other aufterities were 
wonderful, and me wore a haircloth next her fkin. She had a great 
devotion to the memory of her crucified fpoufe, which fhe exprefled 
by theconftant ufe of the fign of the crofs. When fhe was but fif- 
teen years old, her royal father prefTed her to undertake the go- 
vernment of three different monafleries : of which charge fhe wa« 
judged then mod capable ; fuch was her extraordinary virtue and dif- 
cretion. But fhe humbly declined all fuperiority, and chofe to remain 
in her own community, fubjedt to her mother who was abbefs there. 
Soon after this refufal Edgar died, and was fucceeded by his fon Ed- 
ward the Martyr. Upon the death of the latter, the nobility, wh<i 
adhered to the martyred king, defired Editha to quit her monaflery, 
and afeend the throne ; but fhe preferred a Hate of humility and obe- 
dience to the profpecl: of a crown, fays the author of her life. She 
built the church of St. Dennis at Wilton : to the dedication of which 
fhe invited the holy archbifhop St. Dnnftan. This prelate, during 
mafs, was obferved to weep exceedingly ; the reafon of which he 
afterward difcovered to be, becaufe he learned that Editha fhould 
fhortly be taken out of this world, and tranflated to the regions of 
everlafting light ; whilft we, faid he, mail ftill continue fitting here 
below, in darknefs and in the fhades of death. According to this, 
prediction, forty-three days after this foiemnity fhe happily repofed 
in our Lord, on the 16th of September, 984, being but twenty- 
three Years old. St. Dunftan who had altifted her in her laft illnefs, 
performed the funeral foiemnity, fhe being buried in the church 
of St Dennis. William of Malmelbury, who lived in the beginning 
of the twelfth centgry, affures us that her fellival was kept with 
great devotion.— See her life in Capgrave ; and William of Malmef- 
bury de Pontific. AngL 1. 2, c. 4. and de Regibus A+gl. I. 2. c. 13. 

Our calendars mention another St Editha or Eadgichc, daughter 
io earl Frewald, who died .1 nun at Aihrfbury- 
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On the Impreffion of the miraculous 

Wounds of St. Francis, fee the 
Life of that Saint, OSl. 4. 

St« L ambert, Biftiop of Maeftricht,M. 

Patron of Liege. 

From his life tvritlen by Godefcalc, deacon of Liege, in Mabillon 
Size. Bened 3. and in Car if us Led. Antiq. T. 2. part. 1. 
/. 142. with the aniniadverjions of Bafnage. This work was 
compiled with candour and fincerity (not in 773, as Le Coir.te 
and fame others miflook, but about 729) from the relation of thofe 
who attended the faint, as Do?n Rivet demonflrates Hi/l. Liter, 
dela France T. 4. p. 58. Stephen biJJjop of Liege, Jnfelm and 
Nicholas, canons of the fame church, Rainer monk of St. Laurences 
near that town, Giles of Orval and Sigebert have alfo written 
Lives of St. Lambert : that publijhed by Godefcalc is the foun- 
dation of all the rejl ; hut that compiled by Stephen is the mojl 
elegant and methodical. See alfo Miraus AnnaL Bclgic. ad awws 
656, 676, 692, 696. 

A. D. 708. 

CT. LANDEBERT, called in latter ages Lambert, was 
^ a native of Maeftricht, and born of a noble and wealthy fa- 
mily, who had been Chriftians for many defcents. Mis father 
can fed him to be inftrucied from his infancy in facrcd learn- 
ing, and afterward recommended him to St. Theodard to per- 
fect his education. This holy bilhop had fuccccded St. Rcma- 
chis s firft in the government of his two great abbeys of Mai- 
med i and Stavelo, and ten years after when the former retired to 
Stavclo, in the cpifcopal ice of Maefiricht. He had fucb an 
cflccm lor this illuilrious and holy pupil that he (pared no atten- 
tion in iniitudtin^ and training him up to the iiiori pejled 

pra£lice of CJuUliau virtue, St,"Thvydavd, in 669, rei'ulved to 
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go to king Childerick II. who refided in Auftrafia, to obtain an 
order of that prince for the reftitution of the poffeiHons of his 
church, which had been ufurped by certain powerful perfons; 
but was afiaflinated upon the road by thole v/bo withheld his 
pofleftions, and torn limb from limb, in the forei't of Benalt 
near Nemere, ilnce called Spire. He is honoured as a martyr 
on the 10th of September. St. Lambert was chofm to fucceed 
him, with the confent of king Childerick, and the applaufe of 
his whole court, where the faint was in great repute. Lam- 
bert regarded the epifcopal charge as a burden too heavy for 
his fhoulders, as faints have always done, and trembling un- 
der its grievous obligations, fet himfeif earneftly to difcharge 
them without .human refpect. or fear, imploring light and 
itrength from above by afliduous humble prayer. Childerick If. 
reigned fir ft in Auftrafia, Vulfoade being at that time mayor 
of his palace, whilft Theodorick II!. fucceeded his brother 
Clotaire III. in Neuftria and. Burgundy, under whom Ebroin 
tyrannically ufurped the dignity of mayor of the palace. So 
detcftable did the cruelty of this minifter render the reign of 
the prince, that his fubjects depofed him, fo that Childerick 
became king of all France, Theodorick and Ebroin being fhorn 
monks the former at St. Dennis, the latter at Luxeu ; to which 
condition they both confentcd, that their lives might be fparedi 
King Childerick II. a debauched and cruel prince, was (lain by a 
confpiracy of noblemen in the year 673, the 11th of his reign; and 
Theodorick, his brother, leaving the monaftery of St. Dennis, 
was again acknowledged king in Neuftria, and Dagobert li- 
the fon of king Sigcbert, in Auftrafia. This revolution afFe&cd 
St. Lambert merely becaufe he had been heretofore greatly fa- 
voured by Childerick. He was expelled from his fee, in which 
was placed one Faramond. Our faint retired to the monaftery 
of Stavelo with only two of his dome/ticks ; and during the 
feven years that he continued there, he obeyed the rule as 
ftricldy as the youngeft novice could have; done. One in (lance 
will fuflice to fnew with how pcrfc£l a facrificc of hinifelf he 
devoted his heart to ferve God according to the perfection of 
his ftate. As he was lifing one night in winter to his private 
devotions, he happened to let fall his wooden Caudal or Hipper, 
fo that it made a noife. This the abbot, heard, and looking 
upon it as a breach of the fdencc then to be obferved in the 
community, he ordered him that had given ocealiun to that, 
noife, to go and pray before the crofs. This was a great cinlv 
which Hood in the open air beiore the church, door, Lambert, 
without making any aufwer, ur difcoverinji; who he was, laid 
idown the upper garment he was going to put on, and went out 

v^q q 2 as 
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as he was, barefoot, and covered only with his hairlhirt ; and 
in this condition he prayed kneeling before the crofs three or 
four hours. Whilft the monks were warming themfelves after 
mattins, the abbot enquired if aH were there. Anfwer was 
made, that he had fent one to the crofs who was not yet come 
in. The abbot ordered that he fhould be called : and was 
ftangely furprifed to find that the perfon was the holy bifhopy who 
made his appearance quite covered with friow, and almoft frozen 
with cold. At the fight of him the abbot and the monks fell on 
the ground, and afked his pardon. " God forgive you," faid he, 
M for thinking you fland in need of pardon for this acYton. As 
for myfelf, is it not in cold and nakednefs, that, according 
**• to St. Paul, I am to tame my flefh, and to ferve God ? '* 
Whilft St. Lambert enjoyed the tranquillity of holy retire- 
ment, he wept to fee the greateft part of the churches of France 
laid waftc When Theodorick reafcended the throne, he ap- 
pointed Leudifius, fon of Erchinoald, mayor of his palace. 
Ebroin at the fame time left the monaftery of Luxeu, and fa- 
crilegioufly broke the facred engagements of his vows. He 
had already made the whole kingdom of Theodorick feel the 
effects of his power and tyrannical difpofitions, when in 677 he 
became mayor of the palace to that prince, and abfolute matter 
in Neuftria and Burgundy, and foon after alfo in Aufrrafia, 
when upon the death of Dagobert II. (who was murdered by 
at confpiracy of his nobles, through the contrivance of Ebroin) 
Theodorick was acknowledged king of the whole French mo- 
narchy. Dagobert II. had filled his dominions with religious 
foundations, and after his death- was honoured at Stenay, where 
he was buried, as a martyr. Ebroin, who had in this prince's 
life-time extended his violences to feveral churches fubjecT: to 
him, efpccially that of Maeftricht, after the death of this- 
Icing, opprefled them with greater fury, and pcrfecutcd our 

holy bifhop without control. He was, however, overtaken by 
the divine vengeance, for three years after the martyrdom of 
St. Leodcgarius, he was himfclf flain in 381. A nobleman, 
called Hermcnfred, whofc eftate he had feized, and whom he 
had threatened with death, watched him one Sunday before it 
wa3 light, as he came out of his houfc to mattins, and killed 
him with a blow which he gave him on his head with a fword. 
From this and other in (lances we fee, as Fleury remarks, that 
at that time even thofe noblemen and princes who were molt 
employed, and who had the leaft fenfu of religion and piety, 
did not exempt themfelves from attending at the divine office 
even in the night. Pepin of Herftal (grandfon of St. Pepin of 

fyaudeu by Eft. jlJcga and Aflfegcfil) bcuig made mayor of the 

palace, 
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palace, fet himfelf to repair the evils done by Ebroin, expelled the 
ufurping wicked biihops whom he had intruded into many fees, 
and among other exiled prelates reftored St. Lambert to the fee of 
Maeftricht. The holy paftor, from the exercife of the moft he'* 
roick virtues to which he had devoted the time of his exile and 
retirement, returned to his flock animated with redoubled fervour* 
preaching and difcharging his other functions with wonderful 
zeal and fruit. Finding there ftill remained many pagans in 
Taxandria, a province about Dieft in Brabant, he applied him- 
felf to convert them to the faith, foftened their barbarous 
temper by his patience, regenerated them in the holy water of 
baptifm, and deftroyed many temples and idols. He frequently 
viiited, and conferred with St. Willibrord, the apoftle of Frief- 
Jarad- Under the weak reigns of the Slothful kings, the greateft 
diforders prevailed in France, and every bold and powerful 
man fet himfelf above the laws, and put him felf at the head of a 
feditjou.s faction. Of this the death of St. Lambert furniflies us 
vylth a flagrant example. Pepin who refided at his cattle of Her- 
iral near Liege, on the Maes or Meufe, lived for fome years 
in a fcandalous adultery with a concubine named Alpais, by 
whom he had Gharies Mattel. St. Lambert reproved the par- 
ties with fo much earneftnefs, that fome fay certain friends of 
the lady thence took occafion to corifpire againft his life. Others 
ajlign the following occaiion of his death. Two brothers by 
their violences and plunders of the church of Maeftricht were 
iecome infupportable, and could not be reftrained by the laws. 
At this certain relations of St. Lambert were fo exafperated, 
.that finding themfelves driven to the laft extremity, they flew 
the two brothers. Dodo, a kinfman of the two young men 
that were flain, a rich and powerful officer under Pepin, re- 
lated to Alpais, refolved to revenge their death upon the in- 
nocent .and holy biflbop, and attacked him with a confiderablc 
body of armed meri, a,t Leodium, then a fmall village, now 
the city of Liege. St. Lambert had retired to fleep after matt ins,, 
when Dodo with his troop broke into his houfe. The bifhop 
would not fuffer his two nephews, nor any of his domefticks 
to take arms to defend him, faying : " If you love me 
tiuly, love Jefus Chrift, and confefs your fins unto 
him. As for mc, it is time that I go to live with him." 
Then proflrating himfelf on the ground, with his hands ex- 
tended in form of a crqfs, he prayed, fliedding many tears. 
**hc troop or" enemies entering the houfe, put to the fword all 
they met, and one of them throwing a dart at the holy bi- 
fhop, flew him. This unjuft death fuffercd witli fo great pa- 
tience and mceknefs, joined with the eminent fandtity of the 
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life of this holy biihop, has been looked upon as a degree of 
martyrdom. It happened on the 17th of September, 708, St, 
Lambert having held the epifcopal dignity forty years from the 
time he fuccecded St. Theodard. His body was conveyed in a 
bark to Maeflricht, where it was interred in St, Peter's church. 
Several miracles which enfued, excited the people to build a 
church on the fpot where the houfe flood in which he was flam. 
His fucceflbur St. Hubert tranilated thither his relicks in 721* 
Atthe fame time he removed to the fame place, the epifcopal 
fee, as it had been formerly transferred from Tongres to Maef- 
tricht, by St. Servatius. Fortitude which appears moft heroi- 
cal, and moll; confpicuous in martyrdom, is a cardinal virtue, 
and the mother of many glorious virtues, as courage, greatnefs 
of foul, tranquillity of mind under all dangers, patience, lon- 
ganimity, conftancy and perfeverance. It is the band and 
Support of all other virtues. As the root of a tree bears the 
trunk, branches, flowers and fruit, fo fortitude fuftains, and 
is the ftrength of the whole fy ft em of moral and chriftian vir- 
tues, which link at the firft fhock without it. This therefore is 
an ingredient of every perfect virtue, by which a man is ready 
to fuffer any hardfhips or death, to expofe himfelf to any dan- 
gers, and to forego all temporal advantages rather than fwerve 
from the path of juftice. By confounding ralhnefs, inconfidc- 
• rate hardinefs and fury with courage, many form a falfe idea of 
fortitude,, which is defined, cc A confiderate alacrity in bearing 
hardfhips and undergoing dangers." It moderates in us the 
two oppofites extremes of fear and confidence , it teaches us 
reafonably to fear dangers and death, and to decline and avoid 
them, when nothing obliges us to expofe ourfelves to them : 
for to be fool-hardy and needlefly to precipitate ourfelves upon 
danger, is the height of folly and vice, and the ftrongeft mark 
of a corrupt and abandoned heart. But it is true fortitude 
to undertake and encounter all dangers, when duty or the caufc 
of virtue requires it. f low noble and heroical is this virtue of 
fortitude ! how neceflaiy in every Chriftian, cfpeciaUy in a 
pallor of fouls! that neither worldly views nor fears may ever 
411 the Icaft warp his integrity, or blind his judgment. 



On the fame DAY 

1 

St. CoT.tr mu a, V. M. This faint was a holy nun, who war. he- 
body 
the 
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headed lor her i.i.h by the Moois, in Spain, in 853. Her 1 
was thrown into t he river (J uadalquivir, but recovered by 
ChrilliaiiB. See it. i.ulogius Mcmor. 1. 3. c. 10. 
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St. Hildegardjs, V. Abbefs. She was born of moil noble pa- 
rentage, in 1098, in the county of Spanhcun, in the Low ex Pa- 
latinate cf the Rhine, and educated from the eighth year of her 
age, in the monastery of the Mount of St. Difibode, under the 
care of a very pious nun called Jutta, her relation, and filter to 
the count of Spanheim Hildegardis excited herfelf to a comcinj t 
of the world, by reprefenting to herfelf the phrenzy which poiieilcs 
a great part of mankind in the world, by what i'prin : :> thvv aro 
moved, how in purfuit of empty imaginary honour or profit they 
sre driven into the moft laborious and hazardous attempts, how 
eafdy they fvvallow the moft bitter and poifonous pills when they 
are gilt over by ambition or avarice, how eagerly they hunt after 
the troubles of worldly greatnefs, and bafely adore the gawdy no- 
things of this life. Full of gratitude to God who had reicued her 
out of that region of darknefs, (lie gave herfelf to ferve him with 
her whole heart. She was favoured with heavenly vifions, and St- 
Bernard who preached the crufade in that country, examined and 
approved her prophetick fpirit. It belongs only to God to vouch- 
safe to certain fouls fuch favours ; which are to us more a fubject of 
admiration than of edification. For any one to fall into foolifli de- 
fires of walking in fuch wonderful ways, is a certain mark of pride 
and prefumption, and a dangerous illufion. Simplicity and. humi- 
lity are the character of true piety, which aims not at extraordinary 
gifts above itfelf. Hence the patience, the mortification, the pro- 
found humility and devotion of .which this faint fet us the moil; 
wonderful examples, are what it. concerns us chiefly to ltudy in her 
life. Being chofen abbefs me feemcd ftill to live always in the pre- 
fence of God, always united to God, always converging interiourly 
with God; and with Mary at the feet of Jefus liftening to his divine 
inftruclions : yet applying herfelf with Martha to the a&ive life, 
Serving him in his fpiritual daughters with fo much fweetnefs, and 
attention, as if this care took up all her thought. Her community 
becoming Jwch too numerous for the hermitage of Mount St. 
Difibode, fhe removed with it to Mount St. Rupert, near Binghem, fo 
called, becaufe St. Rupert, or Robert duke of Binghem, there ended 
his mortal pilgrimage. St. Hildegardis wrote the life of that faint 
that of Si. Diiibode, and feveral letters to the popes Fugenius 111. 
Anaflafius IV. Adrian IV. and Alexander III. the cmpei ours Con- 
rad 111. and Frederick I. and other great perfonages. She changed 
the habit of 'St. Beunct for that of the Ciftercians, and died on the 
feventeenth of September, in the year 1180, of her age 82. — See 
her life compiled by Theodorick, a monk, thirty years after her 
death : Cave Hilt. Liter. T. 2. p. 242. and her epillles JJibl. Fatr. 
y. 23. See aifp Fabricius BibL med. et Infimre Latinit. Vol. 3. p. 773. 

SS. S o 1: it a t is a. and Stephen MM. Their names are illuRrious in 
the Britifh martyrologics. They fufFered in this illand during the per- 
secution of Dioclefian. Many churches in Wales were formerly dedi- 
cated to their memory. They are thought to have glorified God by 
their death in that part of Britain. Sec Willbn's KngliHi Maityro- 
^°ny> the Roman inartyrology, and Mritannia Saiutta. 
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St. THOMAS of VlLLANOVA 

Archbifliop of Valentia, C. 



tnpofed by Michael Salon, a native of Valentia ; i 
n Canton, and Nicafius Baxius, two religious men 
\nd chiefly from the memoirs furnijhed for his cat 
'fixed to his works- 



A. D. 1555. 

CT. THOMAS, the glory of the church of Spain, in 
thefe later ages* was born at Fuenlana in Caftile, in 1488 ; 
but received his furname from Villanova de los Infantes, a 
town where he had his education, fituate about two miles from 
the place of his birth. His parents Alphonfus Thomas Gar- 
cias and Lucy Martinez were alfo originally -of Villanova. 
Their fortune was not affluent.; but it contented all their 
wifhes, and with their prudent frugality enabled them liberally 
to aflift the poor. Inftead of felling that corn which was not 
neceffary for the fubfiftence of their family, they rnade bread of 
•jt, which they beftowed on the neceflitous, and they ufually 
obferved the fame rule with regard to their cattle, and the reft 
pf the produce of their frnall eftate. This charitably difpofition 
the moft valuable part of their fon's inheritance, and proved 
one of the moft diftinguijfhed virtues in his character during 
the whole courfe of his life. When but feven years old he 
ft u died every day by various little contrivances to do whatever 
lay in his power in favour of poor perfbns, often depriving him- 
felf of part of his meals for this purpofe, and gathering toge- 
ther what fcraps he could find at hoirie, or whatever clfc he 
could prefumc on his parents confent to give ; nor were they 
backward in approving his conduct on fuch occafions, or in 
giving what he afked them for the indigent. This virtue wag 
accompanied in the faint with a practice of a/fiduous mortifica- 
tion, a modefly and fweetnefs which charmed every one, per- 
fect 
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feet love of purity which was never fullied, a predominant 
love of truth which abhorred the fhadow of a lye, and a regu- 
lar piety and devotion, which made him even from his infancy 
fpend hours together on his knees in the church with extraor- 
dinary fervour- The firft words which his parents had taught 
him to pronounce were the names of Jefus and Mary 5 and 
during his whole life he had the rooft tender devotion to the 
mother of God. His excellent wit began to appear in the 
ichool at Villa Nova ; and at the age of fifteen he was fent to 
the university of Alcala, which had been lately founded by 
.cardinal Ximenes, the great patron of learning, and the cele- 
brated prime mi-nifter under Ferdinand and Charles V. Our 
faint purfued his ftudies there with a fuccefs that drew all eyes 
upon him, and the cardinal out of a regard to his merit gave 
him a place in St. IJdefonfp's college. By the regularity pf his 
own conducSr he engaged many of his fellow -Itudents in the 
.practice of Chrjftian perfection. He mortified his feqfes with 
abftinence and great feverities ; and his whole time was divided 
between prayer, ftudy, and aclions of charity, fo that he had 
none left for paftimes and diverfions. After eleven years fpent at 
Alcala he commenced mailer of arts, and was made profeflbr of 
.philofophy in that city, being then twenty-fix years o]d. His 
father had built him a houfe againft his return home from his 
•ftudies ; but this the feint, with the leave of his mother, con- 
verted into an hofpiral. After he had taught .two years at Al- 
cala, he was invited, with the promife of an honourable ftipend, 
to the fame employment at Salamanca, a place famous for its 
ancient univerfity which had been founded there by Alphonfus; 
IX. king of Leon, in 1200, and for the many great men who 
.flourished in it. The motives which prevailed with the faint to 
comply with this invitation were chiefly a defire of fliunning 
the applaule which he received at Alcala, and the hopes of re- 
moving certain impediments which arofe from his friends in 
the former place, and obftruclcd his fixed defign of quitting the 
world. He taught moral philofophy two years at Salamanca : 
during which. time he conlidcrcd what religious retreat he fhould 
make choice of. After the mort mature deliberation, in which 
he toofc a review of the rules of ieveral Orders, and confidercd 
the fpirit of their refpedrive founders, he determined to enter 
hiinlelf among the Hermits of St. Auftin. He took the habit 
in a mo ft rigorous and exemplary houfe of that infHtute at Sa- 
lamanca in 1518, about the time that Lqthcr >ipQltatized 

from the fame Order in Germany* 



His 
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His behaviour in his novitiate was fuch as flicwed he had been 

long inured to aufterities, to tlie renouncing his own wiJl> and. 
the exercifes of holy contemplation. The fimplicity of his be- 
haviour in his whole conducl charmed his fellow-religious, and 
made them admire how he feemed totally to forget that he had 
been profedor in a famous univerlity. Soon after the term of 
his novitiate was expired, he was promoted to prieftly orders, 
in 1 52c, and employed in preaching the word of God, and in 
adminiftering the facrament of penance. Of thefe functions he 
acquitted himfelf with fuch dignity and fuccefs that he was fur- 
named the apoftle of Spain. Neither did he interrupt thefe 
employments, or allow himfelf any relaxation in his monaftick 
rules or aufterities w hi lft he taught, with wonderful applaufe, 
a courfe of divinity, in the publick fchool of the Auguir.inians 9 
at Salamanca. He was afterward fucceflively prior at Salaman- 
ca, Burgos and Valladolid, was twice provincial of Andalufia, 
and once of Caftile ; and behaved himfelf in all thefe Rations 
with a fweetnefs and zeal which equally edified and gained the 
hearts of all his religions .brethren, fo that he governed them 
rather by the example of Ins mo ft holy life than by the autho- 
rity of his charge. His chanty made him acceflible to all who 
wanted his afHftance, advice or comfort, and the prudence, 
fkill and fpiritual light with which he applied remedies to the 
various maladies of human fouls manifeflly difpovered how great 
a bleflingGod beftows on a people when he fends them directors 
animated with h,is divine Spirit, and enlightened by himfelf, 
This heavenly fuccour the faint found in the conftant clofe 
union of his foul with God. He fell into frequent raptures at 
his prayers, efpecially at mafs : and though he endeavoured to 
hide fuch .graces and favours, he was not able to do it : his face, 
after the holy facrifice, fhining lijce that of Mofes, fometime 
dazzled the eyes of thofe that beheld him. Preaching once in 
the cathedral church at Burgos, and reproving with zeal the 
vices and ingratitude of finners, he held in his hand a crucifix, 
and cried out from the bottom of his heart with a broken voice ; 
* c O Chriftian, look here, O Chriftian." Saying this, he 
was not able to go on, being ravifhed in an ccftacy. Preaching 
alio at Valladolid on Maundy-ThurfiJay before the cmperour 
Charles V. and explaining the words of St. Peter to our Lord 
at the wafhing of the feet, he repeated : cc .Lord, doft Thou 
cc warn my feet? Thou Lord of all creatures? Thou Creator 
tC of the angels? Thou God of infinite majefly, waftieft my 
vC feet? The Sovereign Monarch thofe of a vile creature? 
<c the Maflcr his fcrvaut's ? 'J 'he Innocent, a finncr's feet?" 
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Jlerc falling into a rapture^ he broke olf his fcrmon, and 

nmincd 
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rnained for fome time with his eyes lifted up to heaven, pouring 
forth abundance of tears. The emperour chofe him for one of 
his preachers ; afterward made him one of his counfellors, re- 
ceived his advice as an oracle of heaven, and ibmetimes wrote 
to him when at a diftance. For a proof how great the autho- 
rity of our faint was with that prince, the authors of his life 
give the following inftance. This emperour had figned an or- 
der for the execution of certain perfons of quality condemned 
for trcafon ; and neither the archbifhop of Toledo, nor his own 
fon Philip, nor all the nobility of Spain, were able, by the 
warmed felicitations, to move him to mercy. At length our 
faint, at the requeft of Philip of Spain, went to him, and by 
difcourfing fome time with' him, prevailed upon the angry mo- 
narch to grant what he afked. When the princes and nobles 
exprefled their furprife hereat, the emperour told them, that 
when the prior of the Auftin Friars of Valladolid deflred to ob- 
tain any thing of him, he rather commanded than afked it; fo 
ftrongly did he incline him to what he pleated, by perfuading 
him that it was the will of theAlmighty: 46 He is a true fervant 
44 of God," faid that prince, 44 and though he abides among 
44 mortals, he is worthy the honour due to thole who enjoy 
44 the crown of immortality." Perfons of all qualities and condi- 
tions confulted him. Nor is it to be exprefTea with what zeal, 
prudence and charity he endeavoured to advance the glory of 
God among men, efpccially among thofe that were committed 
to his charge. He was moft zealous to maintain regular difci- 
pline in his Order, and a great enemy, to difcourfes of news a- 
mong his brethren, or whatever elfe might dimpate tbeir minds, 
or introduce the world into their hermitages. When any of his 
fubjecls had committed any grievous fault, he joined fafting and 
bloody difciplines with earnefr. prayer and tears, that it would 
pleafc the Lord of mercy to bring back the ftrayed fheep, for 
which he had fhed his blood. He bore patiently the infirmities 
and imperfections of others, accommodating himfelf, like St. 
Paul, to the humours and weaknellcs of every one, where no 
duty was injured. When he was provincial he vifited his con- 
vents with lingular diligence, and was particularly careful about 
four thinps. 1'he iirft was, the worfhip of God, that the di- 
vine fervice Humid be performed with the utmofl reverence and 
attention ; that a moderate paufc ihould be obferved in the 
middle of each verfe by thofe that fung in choir ; and that all 
things belonging to the altar fhould he kept with great neatnefe 
and clean nets. 'I "he fecond thing which he recommended was, 
afftduous reading of the holy (cripturcs and pious books, with 
holy meditation, without which he faid it is impolfiblc for de- 
votion 
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yotion to laft long. Thirdly, he was very foJicitous to fettle 
all the religious in every convent in the rooft perfect concord 
and union, exhorting every one to the rooft fincere and tender 
fraternal charity. Fourthly, he procured that every one fhoukl 
be employed according to his talents, and in thofe offices for 
which he was fitteft. 

Whilft the faint was performing the vifitation of his con- 
vents, he -was nominated by the emperour Charles V. to the 
archbiflioprick of Granada, and commanded to repair to Tole- 
do. He obeyed ; but undertook the journey with no other 
view than that of declining the dignity : in which by his urgent 
importunities, he fucceeded according to his with. George 
of Auftria, uncle of the emperour, reigning, fome time after, 
the archbilhopriclc of Valentia, to pals to the bifhoprick of 
Liege, the emperour who was then in Flanders, thought of not 
venturing to offer him this fee, becaufe he knew how grievous a 
mortification it would be to his humility. He therefore order- 
ed his Secretary to draw up a placet, or letter of recommenda- 
tion or nomination, for him to fign in favour .of a certain reli- 
gious man of the Order of St. Jerom. Afterward, finding that 

the fecretary had put down the name of F. Thomas of Villa 
^NJova, he afked the reafon. The fecretary aofwered, that he 
thought he had heard this .name ; but would eafily rectify the 
miftake. By no means,- faid the emperour ; " this has 
happened by a particular providence of God. Let us there- 
fore follow his will." So he figncd the placet for St. Tho- 
inas, and it was forthwith fent him to Valladolid, .where he 
was prior. The faint wept bitterly upon receiving the news, 
and u fed all means poiTible to excufe himfelf. But prince Phi- 
lip, who was regent of Spain during his father's abfence, was 
not eafily to be overcome ; and the archbifhop of Toledo, ancj 
ieveral others, fearing left the nomination fhould be by any 
means fruftrated, engaged the faint's provincial to command 
jiim, in virtue of his religious obedience, and under a threat of 
pxcommunication, to fubmit to the emperour's will. Pope 
Paul III. fent the bull for his confecration, and that ceremony 
was performed at Valladolid by cardinal John of Tavcra, arch- 
bimop of Toledo. 7 "he faint let out very early next morning 
for Valentia. His mother who had converted his houfe into an, 
jiofpital for the ufe of the poor and fick, and rcfolved to fpcncf 
the reft of her days in their fervice, intreatcd him to take Villa- 
nova in his way, that flic might have the latiqfacliion of feeing 
him before fhe died. But the holy bifhop, .having recommend- 
ed that affair to God, according to his ufual cuftom, went di- 

cccUy to his diocefs, being perfuaded that hia prcfent chara£tcr 

obliged 
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obliged him to poftpone all other confiderations to that of harden- 
ing to the flock committed to his care. He travelled on foot, 
in his monaftick habit, which was very old, with no other hat 
than one he had worn ever fince his profeflion, accompanied by 
one religious man of his Order, and two fervants. Upon his 
arrival at Valentia, he retired to a convent of his Order, where 
he fpent feveral days in penance and devout prayer, to beg the 
grace of God, by which he might be enabled worthily to ac- 
quit himfelf of his charge. He took poffefizon of his cathedral 
on the firft day of the enfuing year 1545 ; which he was pre- 
vailed upon to do with the ufual ceremonies, amidft the rejoi- 
cings and acclamations of the people. But when he was led to 
the throne prepared for him in the church, he cafr. away the 
cufhions and filk tapeftry, fell upon his knees on the bare floor, 
embraced the foot of the crofs, and adored our Lord, pouring 
forth a torrent of tears : and before he rofe up, he humbly killed 
the ground. The chapter, in confideration of his poverty, 
made him a prefent of four thoufand ducats towards furnifhing 
his houfe, which he accepted of in an humble and civil man- 
ner, and thanked them for their kindnefs, but he immediately 
fent the money to the great hofpital, with an order to lay it out 
in repairing the houfe, and for the ufe of the poor patients. Xhe 
firft thing he did after the publick ceremonies were over, was 
to vifit the prifons of his biftioprick, and judging them too dark 
and inconvenient, he ordered them to be changed, and made 
commodious. It is often faid, that " Honours change man- 
" ners 1" but our faint kept not only the fame perfect humi- 
lity of heart, but, as much as poffible, the fame cxteriour marks 
of a foVereign contempt of himfelf and all worldly vanity. He 
went almoft as meanly apparelled as before ; and even kept for 
fome years the very habit which "he brought from his monaftcry, 
which he fqmetimcs mended himfelf, as he had been wont to 
do in his convent. One of his canons furprifing him one 
day in the fact, faid, he wondered he would fo meanly em- 
ploy his time, which a taylor would favc him for a trifle. 
Xhe fervant 6f Gdd faid, that he was ftill a religious man, and 
that that trifle tvould feed fome poor man ; but he d cured him 
to tell no body of what he faw him doing. Ordinarily he wor* 
only old clothes, infomuch that his canons and doinefticka 
were afliarncd of him, himfelf alone not blu filing. When ha 
was prciTcd by them to put himfelf into a drefs and equipage 
fuitable to his digrtity, his anfwer was, that he had made a vow 
of poverty ; aild that his authority did not depend upon hisdretii 
or appearance, but was to be fupported by his tfeal and vigi- 
lance. With much ado his canons gained fo far upon him that 

he 
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be caft away his woollen hat, and wore one of filk. Upon 
which he uled afterward fometimes to mew his hat, and mer- 
rily fay: " Behold rny epifcopal dignity : my mafrers the ca~ 
* fc nons judged it neceflary that I fhould wear this filk hat, that 
* c I might be numbered among the archbifhops." The fruga- 
lity of his table was riot lefs extraordinary, and he continued 
to obferve the faffs and abftinence prefcribed by his rule : nor 
would he ever fufFer any expenfive fifth to be bought for his 
table ; faying, the fuperfluous price would feaft fome poor per- 
fon and that he was not matter, but only difpenfer of the 
goods of the church. In Advent and Lent, upon Wednefdays 
and Fridays, and on vigils, he contented himfclf with a little 
bread and water, failing till night. His palace was a true houfe 
of poverty : there was no tapeltry to be feen in it ; nor did he 
ufe any linen, unlefs when he was Tick : he oftentimes took his 
reft upon a bundle of dry flicks, with no other pillow but a 
hard ftone. 

He difcharged all the duties of a good paftor, and vifited the 
churches of his diocefs, preaching every where, both in the 
towns and villages, with fuch zeal and affedtion, that the words 
which Came from his mouth feemed fo many flames of light- 
ning, or claps of thunder. His fermons were followed with a 
wonderful change of the manners and lives of men, in all places 
he vifited, fo that one might fay he was a new apoftle or pro- 
phet raifed by God to reform that people. Having ended his 
vifitation, he aflembled a provincial council, where, with the 
advice of his fellow-bifhops, he made holy ordinances to cut off 
the abufes he had taken notice of in his vifitation, efpecially to 
eftablifli a perfect reformation of his clergy. To efteel that of 
his own chapter it coft him much difficulty and time ; though 
he at laft gained his point. On all emergencies, like another 
Mofes, he had recourfe to the tabernacle to learn the will of 
Qod : he often fpent nights and days in his oratory to beg light 
from above. The faint perceiving that his fcivants made a dif- 
ficulty to difturb him at his devotions, when perfous came to 
confult him, gave them a flruSt charge, that as loon as any one 
afked for him, they fhould immediately call him, without milk- 
ing the party wait ; giving them this rcafon, that though foli- 
tude and retirement were his fweeteft delight fince he had ac- 
cepted of the archbifhoprick, he was n > longer his own matter, 
but was engaged in the fervice of his flock. By his affidiiity in 
prayer he obtained fo excellent a gift of counfel and prudence, 
that when he had patted fentence, or given his opinion in any 
matter of importance, the lawyers were wont to lay, there was 
jao room for any farther doubt. When any ailair of great con- 

fcqueiu <' 



Sept. x 8. St. T H O M A S, B. C. 8 9 t 

fequcnce was to be difpatched, or any notorious finner or puh- 
lick malefactor appeared deaf to all exhortations, the holy paf- 
tor fpcnt whole nights in prayer, and to render his prayers more 
efficacious, he accompanied them with tears, and with fome 
extraordinary aufterities and alms. Thus he obtained of God 
fevera! wonderful conversions of obftinate finners and malefac- 
tors, efpecialiy of two wicked priefts, One of thefe he had 
conjured, by the rnoft tender and vehement expreillons, to re- 
member how dear a price his foul had coll our divine Redeem- 
er, and finding him not fufficiently foftcned, he threw himfelf 
down before a crucifix, and pouring out a deluge of tears, un- 
covered his back, and tore his body with a difcipline, fo that 
his garments were all flained with his blood. Which charity 
moved the other to begin to weep for himfelf, and to caft him- 
felf at his feet, befeeching him to forbear exercifing that cruelty 
again ft himfelf, faying: <c It is I that have finned, and that de- 
** ferve all punifhment, &c. (j)" 

St. Thomas was moft bountiful and tender toward all his 
fervants. His bifhoprick was worth eighteen thoufand ducats 
per annum ; two thoufand of which were paid to prince George 
of Auftria, as a peniion referved to him upon his refignation : 
thirteen thoufand the faint gave to the poor, not referving one 
penny for the following year, and he allowed himfelf only four 
thoufand to defray all the expences of his family, repairs of his 
palace, &c. There came to his door every day about five hun- 
dred poor people, and each of them received an alms, which 
was ordinarily bread and pottage, with a cup of wine and a 
piece of money. He took all poor orphans under his particular 
care ; and for the fpace of eleven years that he was archbifhop, 
not one poor maid was married who was not helped by his 
charity. Pic brought up all the foundling infants in his diocels 
with the tendernefs of a careful mother ; often vifited them all, 
and gave extraordinary rccompenccs to thofe nurfes that were 
particularly tender and diligent. To his porters, to make them 
more diligent in finding children that were expofed by their 
parents, he gave a crown for cveiy foundling they brought him. 
When, in 1550, a pirate had plundered a town in his diocefs, 
near the feacoaff, the archbifhop immediately fent four thou- 
fand (Nicats, and cloth worth as much more, to furnifh the in- 
habitants with ncccflaries, and to ranfom the captives. Nor 
was he only the fupporl of the poor himfelf, hut he engaged the 
great Ionh., and all that were lich, to make their grandeur ap- 
pear 

(t) See Rodericus a Cygna archiep nracar, I. de co, fWfur. folic!- 

lam. ma. 1 3. 11, 3#. 
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pear, not by pomp and vanities, but by becoming tbe fathers 
and protectors of their vaffals, and by their profufe liberality to 
the neceflitous. He exhorted them to be richer in mercy and 
charity than they were in earthly poficllions. " Anfwer me, 
<c O finner,'* he would fay, " what can you purchafe with your 
€C money better, or more neceflary, than the redemption of 
€t your fins ? 99 At other times he would fay, " If you defire 
46 that God fhould hear your prayers, hear the yoice of the poor. 
*' If you deilre that God fhould prevent your wants, prevent 
*' thofe of the indigent, without waiting for them to importune 
* c you ; efpecialty anticipate the neceftities of thofe who are 
4t afhamed to beg ; to make thefe *(k an alms, is to make 
* 6 them to buy it. 5 * His charity towards his neighbour, and 
all his other virtues received their perfection from the moll: ar- 
dent love of God which burnt in his pure breaft, and which 
he exprefled both by works, and by the mofr. tender words and 
fweet iighs. " Thou commandeft me, O Lord," faid he 
fometimes in imitation of St. Auftin, to love thee in all 
" things, and above all things; and thou commandeft me 
cc this very ftriclly, under pain of being for ever deprived of 
4t the vifion of thy beautiful and amiable face, which the an- 
<c gels defire continually to behold. And what ! Is it pofliblej 
<c O my God, that I fhould be fo ungrateful and fo bafe as to 
* c fland in need of fuch a precept ? After having been created 
by Thee to thy own image, and redeemed with the infinite 
price of the blood of thy dear Son ; after having received 
fo many and fo great favours, do I ftand in need of a com- 
mand to love thee ? Ah ! my God, thou confoundeft me by 
this precept. But, O infinitely fweet and delicious com- 
mand ! O light burden ! I return Thee immortal thanks, O 
my God, for having obliged me by fo holy and fo defirablc 
a law, to love Thee. What could be fo agreeable and plea- 
fant, fo juft and fo glorious as to love Thee? Is it poflible 
that any creature capable of knowing; Thee, fhould not love 
Thee ? If I were forbid to love Thee, this ought to fecm 
impoffible and intolerable to me. This affrights me above 
** all the other evils and torments of hell. O wretched crea- 
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turcs who are condemned to that unhappy place, becaufe 
€C you love not, but hate and blafpheme your Creator ! is this 
the acknowledgement you render him ? May I pcrifh, O my 
God, rather than ever ceafe to love thee. If I forget Thee, let 
* c my own right-hand be forgotten. Let my tongue cleave to 
the roof of my mouth, if 1 do not remember Thee, and 
always make Thee the object of my joy and love (2)," &c. 

And 
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cc 
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And again, c t Who can be . e-XcuPed from fo fweet and lights 
precept ? How juftly is , be rdamned eternally ,vyho chooic^ 
" j-ather to burn in hell than- to Jove Thee (3) ! " . 

. St. Thomas not :being able,' through the weakncfs of his 
health, to aflift in.perfon at : the council, .top. Trent, depute^ 
thither the bifhop of Huefca .in his place. ... Moft. of the Sp4^ 
nifh bifhops that went, repaired firft.to Valentia to receive, his 
advice. The. faint Jived in perpetual fear and apprehenfiori 
under the grievous obligations of" the epifcopal charge, and ufed, 
to fay, that, " he was never fo much afraid left he fliould ,b<£ 
" blotted out of ithe number of the predeftinated, as fined 
" he had been enrolled in .the .lift of bifhops." He hai, 
often employed his interefr. at Home and at the court of Spain! . 
for leave. to refign his. dignity. God was pleafed at length to 
hear his prayer* by calling him! to himfclf. The bleffed mart 
•having been forewarned by a virion that he fhould die on thei 
feaft of the Nativity of the JBlefTed Virgin, was taken ill oi: 
a quinfy, .attended with a violent fever, on the 29th of Augulfc* 
He began his immediate preparation for his paflage by a general 
confeflion of his Very lea ft .faults, which .he made with many 
-tears, as if he had been the greateft of all .fioncrs. Then he 
received the Viaticum 5 on which occafion, by a. moft pathetick 
exhortation which he made* he moved all that were prefent to 
weep bitterly. And having commanded all the money then irx 
his pofleflion ( which amounted to four thou fan d ducats) to bo 
diftributed among the poor in all the partfhes of the city, he then 
ordered all his goods to be given to the rector of his college, ex- 
cept the bed on which he lay. Being defirous to. go naked ouc 
of the world, he gave this bed alfo to the jailer, for the u(e of 
prifoncrs, but borrowed it of him till fuch time as he fhould 
expire. Underftanding that fbrnc money had been brought in 
for him, he caufed it to be immediately fent to the poor ac 
midnight. On the 8th of September in the morning, perceiv- 
ing his ftrcngth to decay, he caufed the paOion of our Lord 
according to St. John to be read to him, during which he fre- 
quently lifted up his eyes bathed in tears towards a crucifix. 
Then he ordered niafs to be Paid in his pretence, and after the 
confecration, recited the pfalm, In Domine^ Jpcwvi, &c 
breams of tears falling from his cyi's : aPu:r 1 ho piicil's com- 1 
iiumion he faid that verfe, Into t/jv /Wi/j, O L'.nS, J t ;w/v/ 
vty fpirtt ; at which words he aendci-'d hr- lonl into the hands 
ut <iod, in the Pixty-ipvcnth year ol his aj/r, the CM.-vouh of 
ids epifcopal dignity j of our Lord 1555. He w*sd bulled, ae- 
V ojl. III. K r r cuidmz 
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cording to his defire, in the church of the Auftin Friars at Valen- 
tia : was beatified by Paul V. in 161 8, and canonized by Alex- 
ander VII. in 1658. His feftival-was appointed to be celebrated 
on the 1 8th of September. His fermons, and his expofition of 
the book of Canticles, printed in two volumes in quarto, breathe 
an admirable fpirit of humility, and the ardent love of God 
and our bleffed Redeemer. The relation of many miracles 
■wrought through his intercellion and by his relicks, with moft 
au then tick atteftations > may be feen in the procefs of his ca- 
nonization prefixed to his works. Nothing can be more ve- 
hement or more tender than his exhortation to divine love. 
* c O wonderful beneficence ! 99 he cries out, " God promifes 
, cc us heaven for the recompence of his love. Is not his love 
* c itfelf a great reward ? a blefling the moft.de fir able, the moft 
*< amiable and the moft fweet ! Yet a recompence, and fo im- 
<c menfe a recompence, farther waits upon it. O wonderful ex- 
<c cefs of goodnefs ! Thou giveft thy love, and for this thy love 
" thou beftoweft on us paradife. Such and fo great a good is 
* c thy love, that to obtain it, all torments and fatigues ought 
*« joyfully to have been undergone. Yet this thou beftoweft on 
c6 us freecoft ; and then giveft heaven for its reward. O Om- 
* c nipotent Jefus, give me what thou commandeft. For though 
«« to love Thee be of all things the moft fweet 5 yet it is above 
*' the reach and ftrength of nature. I am, notwithstanding, 
4C inexcu fable, if I do not love Thee ; for thou granteft thy 
* c love to all who defire or afk it. I cannot fee without light : 
*< yet if I fhut my eyes in the mid ft of the noon-day light, the 
* c fault is in me, not in the fun (4)." 

On the fame DAY 

St. Methodius, Biihop of Tyre, M. This illuflrious father of 
the church was biihop, firft of Olympus, a town on the fcacoail, 
in Lycia, .is St. Jcrom and others teftify ; or, according to Leon- 
tius of Byzantium or Patara, which fee was then probably united 
to that of Olympus. He was tranilated to the bifhoprick of Tyre, 
probably after the glorious martyrdom of St. Tyrannio who fufl'er- 
cd under Dioclefian. Such' tranflations of bifhops were not then al- 
lowed except in extraordinary cafes of necefhty. St. Methodius 
was crowned with martyrdom at Chalcis in Greece toward the 
end of the lafl. general perfecution, iays St. Jcrom » confequcntly 
about the year 31 *> or 312. St. Jcrom ufualiy llyles him. The 
nmil eloquent Methodius. His works were famous among the 
ancients ; and in large quotations and extracts in Photius, St Kpi- 
phanius, St Jerom and Theodoret we have conquerable fragments 
of many valuable writings of this father, efpccially of his book, 

(4) Serai* fupcr Dittges Dominum, &c. 
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On Freewill^ againft the Valentin ians, and that, On the Refurrefti- 

on of the Bodies* againft Ori gen. His Bouquet of Virgins \ oftert 
mentioned by ancient writers, was publifhed entire by Leo Allatius 
at Rome in 16^6 ; by F. Pouflines, the jefuit, at Paris, in. 1657 ; and 
by F. Combefis, the Dominican, with notes, in 1672. See alfo the. 
notes on it collected by Fabricius, in the end 0/ the fecond volume of 
the works of St. Hippolytus, printed at Hamburgh, iyiSi This 
book was compofed in imitation or a work of Plato, entitJea, l Jhe 
Banquet of Socratis, and ig an elogiom of the flate and virtue of vir- 
ginity. In it a matron named Gregorium is introduced tell ng her 
friend Eubulus (that is, Methodius himfelf ) all the converfation o£ 
ten virgins in an afleinbly at which ihe was preYent. A difcourfe is 
put into the mouth of each of thefe virgins in Commendation of holy 
virginity. Ma reel la, the hrft, teaches that Chrift. the prince of virgins* 
coming from heaven to teach men the perfection of virtue, plann- 
ed among them the ftate of virginity, to which a particular degree: 
of glory is due in heaven. (1) Thcophila, the fec'ond virgin'^ 
proves that marriage is good, inftituted by God, And necefTaiy for 
the propagation of the world ; but not fo neceflary fince the world 
was peopled, as befoie. The precept, however, ftill fubfifts, than 
fomepeHbris marry,but this is far from obliging all men ; fo that vir- 
ginity embraced for the fake of virtue is a more perfect ftate than 
marriage (2). She obferves that eating on Good-Friday or on faft> 
days was forbidden, yet allowed to thofe that were ficlc and not able? 
to faft (3). In the following difcourfes the excellency of holy vir- 
ginity is difplayed, which the author calls, *' The gfeateft gift of 
" God to man, and the moft noble and molt beautiful offering that 
can be made by man to God (4), the moft excellent among alt 
vows (5), but a virtue the nlore difficult, and furrounded with, 
the greater dangers as it is of higher excellence " (6). He in- 
culcates, that to be truly a virgin, it is neceflary not only to keep 
continent, but alfo to purify the mind from all fehfual dcfires, 
pride and v.inity, and to watch and labour inccfiantly left idlcncfs. 
and negligence give an entrance to other fins (7). St. Methodius was 
furnamed Eubulus or Eubulius : and fo he calls himfelf in this and 
his other works. His ilyle is diffufivc, fwelling, nnd full of epi- 
thets : and he is fond of comparifons and allegories.— See St. Je- 
rom in catal. c. 83. Photius Cod. 737. p. 963. Ccillier T. 4. p, 26. 

SS. Ferrokl and Julian MM. St Ferreol u a . a tribune, of 
colonel, lived at Vienne in Gaul, and wa3 fecretiy a Chriflian. St- 
Julian of Brioude, a native of that city, and aperibn 1st' high birth, 
lodged in his houfe, and made publick pfofeiliun of the Chriftian 
faith. When the perfection began to rage, Sc. Julian withdrew 
into Auvergne, and lay iome time concealed in the houfe of a 
Widow at Vinicelle near the town of tirioude, upon the banks of 
the Allicr. Certain purfuivants having- got information :»botit hint, 
the fervant of Chrift difcovered himfelf to them, that the widow 

R r r 2 vvha 
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who had concealed him, might not be brought into danger. The 
foldiers cut off his head upon the fpot, and carried it back with 
then to Vienne that his execution might flrike a terrour into the reft 
of the Chriftians. Crifpin, governour of that part of Gaul, caufcd 
St. Ferreol to be apprehended upon fufpicion. Finding him refufe 
to offer facrifice, he told him> that as he had the honour to ferve 
his country in fo eminent a itation, it became him to fet to others 
an example of obedience. The martyr anfwered : " I do not fo 
*' much overrate the honours and riches which I enjoy. If I 
£t may be allowed to live and to ferve God, I am well fatisfied, 
" if even this feem too much, I am willing to refign my life itfelf 
rather than to abandon my religion." The judge commanded 
that he fhould be fcourged, and then laid in the dungeon loaded 
with chains. On the third day after this his chains fell off his 
hands and legs, and feeing the door of the prifon open, and his 
guards aflecp he made his efcape, and went out of the city by the 
gate which led to Lyons. He fwam over the river Rhone, and 
was got as far as the river Geres which falls into the Rhone two 
leagues above Vienne, when he fell again into the hands of the 
perfecutors, who tied his hands behind his back, and led him part 
of the way with them, till being feized with a fudden fit of favage 
cruelty, they cut off his head near the banks of the Rhone, about 
the year 304. The Chriftians of Vienne interred his body with 
great veneration near the fame river, and the citizens experience 
iiis protection by frequent benefits which they receive from God, 
through the prayers which they put up at his tomb, fays the 
author of his a£ts. The relicks of St. Ferreol are kept in the 
great church which is built in his honour near the river, at Vi- 
enne : thofe of St. Julian are preferved in the ftately church 
which bears his name at Erioude, in the diocefs of Clermont in 
Auvergne. St. Julian is commemmorated on the 28th of Auguft. 
St. Mamcrtus, biftiop of Vienne, difcovered the head of St. Julian, 
about the year 474 ; and the fir It church of St, Ferreol, which was 
built over his tomb, out of the city, being in a ruinous condition, 
he about the fame time tranflatcd his relicks into a new church 
which he built within the walls, where it now ftanda. — See the acts 
©f St. Julian of Brioude, which were read in the church in the 
time of St. Gregory of Tours, whofe fecond boolc, On the Glory 
of Martyrs, contains nothing but a hiltory of miracles wrought by 
the merits of this glorious martyr. His a&s are publiflied by 
Bofquct, Hift. dc r Eglife. Gallic. T. 2. p. 176. The a&s of St, 
.Ferreol, though not original, arc never thelcfc au then tick, and con. 
fbrmable to the relation given by St. Gregory of Tours 1. 2. dc 
Glor. Mart. c. i • &c. See thefe in Ruinart ASl Sincer* p. 462. 
Ceillicr T. 3. p. 526- Tillcm. T. 5. p. 282. Thefe Ads of St. 
Ferreol and thofe of St. Julian were wrote before St. Mamcrtus dif- 
covered St. Julian's head, or had tranflatcd the relicks of St. I'crreol 
into the city. The larger Acls of St. Ferreol, wjiieh place hi* mar- 
tyrdom at Brioude, publiflied by du Sauilay, arc of no authority, 

Sec ,Dqiu Rivet, IHJU Liter. Tt 2. p. 420, 422. 
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St. Januarius, Bifliop of Benevento, 

and his Companions, MM. 

From Bede and other Martyrologi/is. The modern Acls of S. Ja~ 
nuarius were compiled by John 9 a deacon belonging to the 
. church of Naples , about the year 920, zvho complains that the 
memoirs he made ufe of bod been adulterated by certain fuperflu- 
ous circumjlances foifled into them. See Tille??iant 7". 5. a?id F. 
Putignano Soc. J. de Rcdivivo Sanguine Z>. Januarii. Neapoli 
J 7 23 1 in 3 volumes ^to. 

* 

A. D. 305* 

CT. JANUARIUS, a native fome fay of Naples, others 

^ of ; Benevento, was bifliop of this latter city, when the 
pcrfecution of Dioclefian broke out. Sofius, deacon of Mi- 
feno Proculus, .deacon of Puzzuoli, and Eutyches, or 
Eutycbetes, and Acutius, eminent laymen, were imprifoned at 
Puzzuoli for the faith, by an order of Dracontius, governour 
of Campania, before whom they had con fe fled their faith. So- 
fius, by his Angular wifdom and fanctity had been worthy of 
the intimate friendfhip of St. Januarius, who repofed in him 
an entire confidence, and for many years had found no more 
iblid comfort among men than in his holy counfels and conver- 
sation. Upon the news that this great fcrvant of God and 
fevcral others were fallen into the hands of the persecutors, 
the good bifliop determined to make them a vifit, in order to 
comfort and encourage them, and provide them with every 
Spiritual fuccour to arm them for their great conflict: in this 
act of charity no fear of torments or danger of his life could 
terrify him ; and martyrdom was his recompence. He did not 
elcape the notice of the inquilitivc keepers, who gave infor- 
mation that an eminent perfon from Jiencvcnto had. vifited the; 

R r v 3 Christian 

(//) Formerly an epifcopal city on a promontory two miles froln 
Baia;, three from I'uazuoli, now in num. 
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Chriftian prifoners. Timothy, who had juft fucceeded Dra- 
pontjus in the government of that diftrift of " Italy, gave orders 
that Januarius,, whom he found to be the perfon, fhould be 
apprehended, and brought before him at Nola, the ufual place 
pf his refidence; which- was done accordingly. Feftus, the 
bifhop's deaco'h, "and Defiderius, a "lector "of his church, were 
taken up as they were making him a vifit* They had a fhare 
the interrogatories and t tbrments which the good bifhop un- 
derwent at'NoJa; Sometime after, the governour went to 
fuzzuoli, ^nd tfiefe three* con fefibrs, loaded with heavy irons, 
jjvere made to walk before his chariot to that town, where they 
were thrown into the fame prifon where the four martyrs al- 
ready mentioned were detained : they had been condemned, by 
an order from the emperour, to be torn in pieces by wild 
beafts, and were then lying in expectation of the execution of 
their fentence The day after the arrival of St. Januarius 

and his two companions, all thefe champions of Chrift were 
expofed to be devoured by the beafts in the amphitheatre; but 
none of the favage animals could be provoked to touch them. 
The people were amazed, but imputed their prefervation to 
art magick : and the martyrs were condemned to be beheaded. 
This fentence was executed near Puzzuoli, as Bede teflifies, 
;and the martyrs were decently interred near that town. Some 
time after the Chriftian faith was become triumphant, towards 
- the year 400, their precious relicks were removed. The bodies 
pf SS. Proculus, Eutyches and Acutius were placed in a more 
honourable manner at Puzzuoli : thofe of SS. Feftus and De- 
fiderius were tranflated to Benevento ; that of Soft us. to Mifeno, 
• where it was afterward depofited in a {lately church built in his 
honour. The city of Naples was fo happy as to get pofleftion 
fDf the relicts of St. Januarius. During the wars of the Nor- 
mans they were removed firft to Benevento, and fome time af- 
ter to the abbey of Monte- Vcrgine : but in 1497, they were 
brought back to Naples, which city has long honoured him 
. as principal patron. Among many miraculous deliverances 
which it afcribes to the interceflion of this great faint, none is 
looked upon as more remarkable than its prefervation from the 

'prey eruptions of IVfount Vefuvius, now called La Somma, 

• which 



(f>) The ruinr, of the run phi - 
'theatre at Puzzuoli fliew how 
i.^uignificcnt and f .11110 us a place 
f his was for fuch barbarous di- 
lyorfiqns. '3 'he fituatiou of Puz- 
; uoii was fo delightful, tii^t Ci- 



cero, Hortcn fiu 3, Pifo, Marine, 
Cx'fcir, Ponipey, Nero, Sec. had 
country houfes there, St. Pro- 
culu:/s church at Puzzuoli wa.i 
originally a temple built by Cal- 

y.liurnms \\\ honour pf Au£uJlu* 
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which is only eight miles diftant, and which has often threaten- 
ed the entire deftru£tion of this city, both , By the prodigious ' 
quantities of burning fand, afhes and ftones which it throws 
up on thofe occaflons to a much greater diftarice than Naples ; 
and by a torrent of burning fulphur, nitre, calcined ftones* 
and other materials, which like a liquid fire ha* jbijietimes 
guflied, from that Vulcano, and digging itfelf a channel (which 
has fometim.es been two or three miles broad) rolled its flaming 
waves through the valley into the fea, destroying towns and 
villages in its way, and often paffing near Naples (jj. Some of 
thefe eruptions, which in the fifth and feventh centuries threaten- 
ed this city with deftruclion, by the clouds ofaflie^: which they 
raifed, are faid to have darkened the fky as far as Cpnftantinople* 
and ftruck terrour into the inhabitants of that! capital (i;. The 
intercemon of St. Januarius was implored at Naples on thofe 
occafiohs, and the divine mercy fo wonderfully interpofed ' in 

caufing thefe dreadful evils fuddenly to ceafe thereupon, efpecU 
ally in 685, Bennet II. being pope, and Juftinian the Younger, 
emperour, that the Greeks inftituted a feaft in honour of St. 
Januarius, with two yearly folemn proceflions to return thanks 
to God. The protection of the city of Naples from this dread- 
ful Vulcano by the fame means was moll remarkable in the year 
1631 and 1707. In this laft, whilft cardinal Francis Pignatelli 
with the clergy and people devoutly followed the fhrine of St, 
Januarius in procemon to a chapel at the foot of mount Vefu- 
vius, the firey eruption ceafed, the mift, which before was fo 
thick that no one could fee another at the diftance of three 
yards, was fcattered, and at night the ftars appeared in the 

Iky (a). / m 

The Handing miracle, as it is called by Baronius, of the 
blood of St. Januarius liquifying and boiling up at the approach 
of the martyr's head is likewife very famous. In a rich chapel, 
called the treafury, in the great church at Naples, arc prcferved 
the blood in two very old glafs vials, and the head of St, Ja- 
nuarius. The blood is congealed, and of a dark colour ; but 
when brought in fight of the head, though at a confiderable 
diftance, it melts, bubbles up, and upon the leait motion flows 

Rr r 4 011 

,.(1) Sec Marcellin in Chron. an. 471. An ancient homily 
•quoted by Baronius. BaUIet Sc Putignano. (z) Sec F. Putignano 
\T. 3. p. 153. Sc 1.2. p 61 . 

(r) See the defcription of the of M. ./Etna in i6ng, given by Bo- 
eruption of mount Vefuvius in rclli in a particular hillory thcrc- 
the year 1707, in the Plti/ofophs- of with a pliilolbphieul account 
tul h an/aft hm numb. 354. that of Vulcano**, &c. 
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©rf any fide'. The fa6l is attefted by Baronius, Ribadeneira* 
;ahd innumerable ether eyewitnefles of all nations and rcli 
gibns, many of whom moft attentively examined a?I the circum- 
stances. Certain Jefuits fent by F. Bollandus to Naples were 
allowed by the archbilhop cardinal Philamurini to fee this pro- 
digy ; the minute defcription of the manner in which it per- 
formed, is rented by them in the life of F. r Bollandus (3). 
Jt happens equally in all feafolis of 'the yeaV, and in variety of 
circumftances. The ufual times When it is performed, are 
fhe feaft of St. Januarius, the 19th of September 3 that of 
the tranflation of his relicks (when they were brought from 
Puzzuoli to Naples) the Sunday which falls next to the ca- 
lends of May ; and the 20th Day 'of December, on which, 
in if>3 1, a terrible eruption of mount Vefuvius was extin- 
guished, upon invoking the patrohage of this martyr. The 
fame is done on extraordinary occafions at the difcretion of 
the archbifhop (d). This miraculous folution and ebullition 
Of tjie blood of St. Januarius is mentioned by pope Pius IL 
'when he fpeaks of the reign of Alphonfus I. of Aragon, king 
Of Naples, in 1450 5 Angelus Cato, an eminent phyfician of 
5£lerno, and btjiers mention it in the fame century. ' Ahnofi: 
(wo hundred years before that epoch, hifrorians take notice 

"(hat king Charles I. of'Anjou coming to Naples, the archbifhop 

brought 



(5) Vita Patris Eollandi T. j. Martii 



(J) Sec this miracle defended 
by cardinal t , .Lambertini, now 
pope Benedict XI V. Cancnix* 

1. i\. par. !. c. 31. by Mclchior 
'Corneus, In Dtfcvf. Mir. ud- 

■ fverfus Danha*ivcritm p. 37. and 

in the notes in Mufnntii Cliroii. 
p. 103. Mr. ,Addifon, Dr. Mid- 

: dleton, and feveral German Pro- 
•teftrints have tried their /kill in 

. jprniing objections to this mira- 
cle, which fome of them would 
fain afcribe to the heat of" the 
j»riefl\s hands, others to the Iteams 
of the church or lamps, oth. is 
think it may he fonie ch\miea! 
compolition of a folnble nature. 

See Danha'weius, arid TiiHi<: l \ 



Herman. T. 29. An 1734. All 
thefe iuitriifes fuppofe a fiauu or 

ggle in the v r ^ : i bi;: how 



will thefe authors perfuadeus that 
fb many .moil holy, venerable 
and learned perfons have been 
and arc hypocrites, impoflors 
and jugglers ? The chymical fe- 
cret would be not only a noto- 
rious fraud, but alfo a wonder* 
ful difcovcry. The variation of 
the circumUances in which this 
liihaclc happens, removes the 
fufpicion of this or fiich caufes as 
the heat of hands, and the llc-ams 
of the place. Nor can thefe he 
altered by the head beinj-; pre- 
fent, <;ve. 'J 'hat the anciiTt 
< hriiliaus ofien refpect fully pre- 
ferred the blood of maityrs in 
vials is dunonUrabie from aM ;mi 
thoii. wlio liavc ; wrote on the 'in- 
dent crmctei ies . 



v 
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brought out the head and blood of this martyr. The continua- 
tor of the chronicle of Mar aid us fays the fame was done upon 
the arrival of king Roger, who venerated thefe relicks in 1140. 
Ffclco of Benevento relates the fame thing. From feveral cir- 
cuniftances this miracle is traced much higher, and it is 1 faid 
to have regularly happened on the annual feaft of St. Januari- 
us, and' on that of the tranflation of his relicks, from the 
time of that tranflation about the year 400 (4). 
.. Miracles recorded in holy fcripture are revealed facts, and an 
obje& of faith. Other miracles are not conftdered in the fame 
light; neither does our faith reft upon them, as upon the 
forrner, though they illuftrate and confirm it : nor do they de- 
mand or admit any higher aflent than that which prudence re- 
quires, and that which is due to the evidence or human au- 
thority upon which they depend. When fuch miracles are 
propounded, they are not to be rafliJy admitted : the evidence 
of the fact and circumfTances ought to be examined to the bot- 
tom, and duly weighed : where that fails, it is the part of pru- 
dence to fufpend or refufe our aflent. Alfo if it appears doubt- 
ful whether an efredi be natural or proceed from a fupernatural 
interpofition, our aflent ought to lean according to the greater 
weight of probability, and God who is author of all events 
natural and fupernatural, .is always to be glorified. If hu- 
man evidence let the certainty of a miracle above the reach of 
any doubt, it muft more powerfully excite us to raifc our 
minds to God in fentiments of humble adoration, love and 
praife ; and to honour him in his faints when by fuch wonder- 
fui means he gives us fenfible proofs of the glory and favour 
to which he exalts them, and of the tenderncls with which he 
watches over their mortal remains to raife them one day in a 
irate of glorious immortality. •• • ' • 

• * 1 ^ 

On the fame DAY 

St. Theodore, Archbp. of Canterbury, C. After the death of 
St. Deufclcdit, archhilhop of Canterbury, Ufvvi, king of Northum- 
berland, ami ICgberr, king of Kent, lent a virtuous and learned 
pncfl named Wu>narii to Rome, chat he might be confederated bifliop, 
and duly confirmed to that important Ice by the pope him i "elf. Wig- 
lund and molt of thole that attended him, died in Jtaly of the plague; 
n nil Vital inn, who then fat in St. Petur'a chair, pitched upon Adri- 
an, abbot of Nirkiian near Naples, to be J ailed to that dignity . 

This 

(.}) Pee Julius (\vfar Capacnis, in his NeopoHtan Hiflory, I. 2. 
Cum mom jus, in his Jliilory of Naples; Chioccaielh > 1. Dc Nuttr 

p<:liunis Kpifropis. 
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This abbot was by birth an African, underftbod Greek and Latin 
perfectly well, and was thoroughly verfed in theology, and in the 
mo n a flick and ecclefiaftical difcipline. But fo great were his fears 
of the dignity to which he was called, that the pope was compelled 
%y his in treaties and tears to yield to his excufes. He in Med, 
however, that Adrian Ihould find a perfon equal to that charge, 
and mould himfelf attend upon, and a Gift him, in inftru&ing the 
inhabitants of this remote ifland in the perfect difcipline of the 
church. How edifying und happy was this contention, not t(5 ob- 
tain, but to fhun fuch a dignity ! Adrian firft named to the pope a 
jno: k called Andrew ; but he was judged incapable of the necefTa- 
ry fatigues on account of his bodily infirmities, though otherwife 
a perfon extremely well qualified. There was then at Rome a 
Grecian monk, named Theodore, a native of Tarfus in Cilicia, a 
man of exemplary life, and well (killed in divine and human learn- 
ing, and in the Greek and Latin languages who was fixty-fix years 
old. Him Adrian prefented to the pope, and procured him to be 
ordained bifhop, promifing to bear him company into England. 
Theodore being ordained fubdeacon, waited four months that his 
hair might grow, that it might be fhaved in the form of a crown ; 
for the Greek monks fhaved their heads all over. At length pope 
Vitalian confecrated him bifhop on Sunday, the twenty-fixth day of 
March, in 668, and recommended him to St. Bennet Bifcop, who 
was then come a third time to Rome, but whom the pope obliged 
to return to England with St. Theodore and Adrian, in order to be 
their guide and interpreter. They fet out on the twenty -feventh of 
May ; went by fea to Marseilles ; and from thence by land to 
Aries, where they were entertained by the archbilhop John till 
Ebroin, mayor of the palace, had fent them permiflion to continue 
their journey. St. Theodore pafled the winter at Paris with the 
bifhop Agilbert, who had formerly been bifhop of Winchefter in 
England. By his converfation the new archbifhop informed him 
felf of the circumftances and neceffities of the church of which he 
was going to take upon him the charge : he alfo learned the Eng- 
lifh language. Egbert, king of Kent, hearing his new archbifhop 
was arrived at Paris, fent one of the lords of his court to meet 
him, who having obtained leave of Ebroin, waited on him, to the 
port of Quentavic in Ponthieu, now called St. Jofle fur Mer. Theo- 
dore falling fick, was obliged to Hay there foine time. As foon 
as he was able to travel, he proceeded on his voyage with St. Ben- 
net Bifcop, and took pofleflion of his fee of Canterbury, on funday, 
the twenty feventh of May, 669. Adrian was detained in Fiance 
Ionic .time by Ebroin, who fufpccTtcd that he was fent by the cmncr- 
©ur to the kings of England, on fome defigns againft the French. 
He llayed a confiderablc time firft with Emmo, archbilhop of Sen*, 
and afterward with St. Faro, bifhop of Meaux. Ebroin being at 
laft fatisficd, he was permitted to follow St. Theodore, by whom 
he was made abbot of St. Peter's at Canterbury. 

St. Theodore made a general vifitation of all the churches of 

the Englifh nation, taking with him the abbot Adrian. He was 

eve; y 
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everywhere well received, and heard with attention ; and where- 
ever he came, he eftabliflied found morality, confirmed the disci- 
pline of the catholick church in the celebration of Eafter, and in- 
troduced every where the Gregorian or Roman chanting in the 
divine office, till then known in few of the Englifh churches, ex- 
cept thofe of Kent. He regulated all other things belonging to 
the divine fervice, reformed abufes; and ordained bifhops in all 
places where he thought they were wanting. He confirmed St. Wil- 
frid in the fee of York (i) declaring the ordination of Ceadda irre- 
gular in two refpetts, becaufe he was intruded to the prejudice of St. 
"Wilfrid, and becaufe he had not by lawful authority received his 
confecration. Ceadda replied, that he had been ordained againft 
his inclinations, confefied himfelf unworthy of that dignity, and 
retired with joy to his monaftery of Leftinguen. Eut St. Theodore 
made him bifhop of the Mercians or of Lichfield, which fee was 
vacant by the death of Jaruman. St. Theodore, was the firft arch- 
bilhop of Carterbury after St. Auftin who prefided over the whole 
church of England. He was founder of a molt famous fchool at Can- 
terbury, which produced many great men For Theodore and Adri- 
an thcmfelves expounded the fcriptures, and taught all the fciences, 
particularly aftronomy and ecclefiaftical arithmetick for calculat- 
ing Eafter; alfo how to compofe Latin verfes. Many under them, 
became as perfect in the Latin and Greek languages as they were 
in their own tongue. Britain had never been in fo flourilhing a 
condition as at this time fince the Englifh full fet foot in the ifland. 
The kings were fp brave, fays Bede, that all the barbarous nations 
dreaded their power ; but withal inch good Chrillians, that they af- 
pired only after the joys of the kingdom of heaven, which had 
been but lately preached to them. All mens minds teemed only 
bent on the goods of the life to come, to ufe the words of our 
Venerable hiftorian. St. Theodore eftablifhed fc hoofs in moll parts 
of England, and it is hard to fay whether we ought mod to ad- 
mire the zeal and unwearied labours of the pallors, or the docility, 
humility and infatiable ardour of the people, with whom to hear, 
to learn and to practife feemed one and the fame thing. 

In 670, St. Theodore held a national council at Hcorutford, which 
Cave, Mabillon, and many others, take to be Hertford ; though it 
feems more probably to have been Thetford, as Ualph Hidgcn (2) 
and Trevifa (3) pofitivcly affirm. And in this council Bifi, bifhop 
of the Eaft-Angles, fat next to the archbilhop. It is ordained in 
one of the canons, that no man leave his wife, unlefs in the cafe of 
adultery; and that even in this cafe, a true Chriflian ought not to 
marry another. This fynod enaclcd, that a council mould be af- 
fembled annually on the tint of Auguft, at Clovcihoe, which Mr. 
Somner proves to be Abingdon in Berkfhirc, which was on the bor- 
ders of the Mercian kingdom, and was anciently called Shovefliam, 
and originally (Jlovci)uun. The archbilhop quotes, in this Jynod, 



{1) Eddi in Vita St. Wilfr. n. 15. (2) Polychron. I. J, 

F< 2 39- (3) i'olychr, 1. 5. p. 309. 
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for the regulation of E after, and other points, a book of canons ,J 
by which Dr. Smith underflands the council of Chalcedon, fome 
<?thers St. Theodore's penitential : but no fuch decifions are found 
in either ; and it was probably a code of canons of the Roman church 
which was here appealed to. The Eatychian and Monothelite he- 
refies having made great havock in the Eaft, St. Theodore held ano- 
ther fynod, in 680, at Hetfield, now called Bifhop's Hatfield, in Hert- 
fordfhire, in which the myftery of the Incarnation was expounded, 
the five firft general councils were received, and the abovefaid heretics 
condemned. In 678, at the requeft of king Egfrid, St.Theodore divi- 
ded the fee of York into three bifhopricks, and contlituted fo many 
new biftiops in the room of St.. Wilfrid, who refufed to come into- 
that project. In the following year, St. Theodore ordained St. Er- 
conwald biftiop of London. War breaking out between Egfrid, king 
of the Nprthumbers, and Ethelred, king of the Mercians, a great 
battle was fought near the Trent, in which Elfwin, the amiable 
young brother of Egfrid was llain. Upon this news, St. Theodore, 
relying upon the divine afllftance, immediately let out, to extinguifh 
the flame of war which both kings were bent on carrying on with 
greater fury than before the engagement : but the authority of the 
good bifhop, and the religious' motives which he made ufe of, dif~ 
armed them at once, and our faint was fo happy as to cement a firm 
and cordial peace between the two nations, upon no other condition 
than that of paying the ufual mulcl to king Egfrid for the lofs of his 
brother. Few things have rendered the name of St.Theodore more 
famous than his Penitential, or code of Canons, prefcribing the term 
of publick penance for penitents, according to the quality and enor- 
mity of their fins («). By this Penitential it appears (4), that when 
a monk died, mafswas faid for him on the day of his burial, on the 

third 

I 

{a) Spelman thought this Pe- fions occur which, (land in need 
.nicential too long to be inferted of amendment. The iixfeore ar- 
,in his edition of the Engliihcoun- tides which contain a fumma- 
cils (T. 1, p. 154.) and was imi- ry account of the difcipline of 
rated by Wilkins (GW. Britav, the Latin and Greek churches, 
T. x.). Luke D'Achcry publiflied are the chief part of what can be 
one hundred and twenty articles depended upon to be the genuine 
of this work, (Spicihgii 9 r \\ .9.) work of St. Theodore. In thefo 
which Labbe reprinted ( Cone, it is remarkable, that the apollo- 
T. 6. p- 537 ). James Petit pub- lical temporary precept of the 
filmed a purt of this Penitential, council ac Jerufaleni, ofabflain- 
in two volumes, quaito, with fe- ing from things llranglcd, and 
vcial diiT'T.iations and foreign from blood, was Hill obferved 
-pieces; but his edition ia lei's in fome churches. That among 
ii ecu rate than the former, and the Greeks, in the feventh ccn- 
mawy canons are added from tiny, even the laity received the 
iither laror WeJlern penitential s, communion every Sunday, and 
In me of whi<U Theodore i"> they who failed three times to- 

hhivicif quoted, unci fume deci- wether, were excommunicated 

Tiur 
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third day after, and as often again as the abbot thought proper : 
alfo that the holy facri fice was offered for the laity, and accompa- 
nied with falling (5). 

St. Theodore being above foorfcore years of age, and feized witk 
frequent fits of ficknefs, was defirous to be reconciled to St. Wilfrid. 
He therefore requeued the exiled holy prelate to come to him at 
London, begged his pardon for having confented with the kings to 
his deprivation, without any fault on his fide, did all he could to 
make him amends, aed reftored him to his entire fee of York ; for 
which purpofe he wrote ftrong letters to Alfrid, king of Northum- 
berland, who had fucceeded his brother Egfrid j to Ethelrcd, king 
of the Mercians ; to Elfleda, abbefs of Strenefhal, and others who 
oppofed St. Wilfrid, or were interefted in this affair; and he had the 
comfort to fee his endeavours every where fuccefsful. St. Theodore 
was twenty two years archbifhop, and died in 690, aged fourfcore 
and eight years ; his memory is honoured on the nineteenth day of 
September, -which was that of his death. He was buried in the 
xnonaftery of St. Peter, which afterward took the name of St. Au~ 
flin. — See Bede, 1. 4. c. 1 , 2, 21. 1. 5. c. 8. and the lives of St. 
Wilfrid, and of St. Bennet Bifcop. Ccillier, T. 17. p. 740. Wilkins 

ConciL Magna: Briton. T. I. p. 42. and the learned Mr. [dh'nfon's 
Collection of 'canons of the church of England, vol. 1. ad an 673. 
SS. Peleus, Pa-Termuthes, and companions,' : MM. The 

.holy confefTors who were condemned to the mines in Paleftihe du- 
ring the courfe of the laft general perfecution, built little oratories, 
where they met to the divine fervice, which under their fufFerings 

^vas their folid. comfort.. Firmilian, governour of Paleftine, informed 
the emperour Galerius of the liberty they had taken, and the tyianc 
fent an order that they fhould be fent, iome to the mines in Cyprus, 
others to thofe on mount Libanus, and others to other places. Fir- 
milian being in the mean time beheaded himfclf for his crimes, the 
officer upon whom the command was devolved after his difgrace, re- 
moved 

(5) Cap. 19. 77 



That children brought up in 
monafleries were permitted to 
cat flclh till fourteen years of 
age ; the boys might beprofeffed 
at fifteen, and girls at fix teen. 
La illy, that the penitential ca- 
nons then began to be mitigated, 
by fhortcning the term of pe- 
nances. St. Theodore prefcribed 
but one year for fornication, three 
for adultery, and feven for mur- 
der. This relaxation gradually 
crept into the oriental church, 
after Ncctarius had aboliftied the 
oilice of pen it en via ry or niblick 



cenfor. In condefcenfion to the 
weaknefs of many penitents, St. 
Theodore introduced the mo- 
dern penitential canons of tin* 
Greeks into chofe ch inches, whofe 
diiciplinc he regulated, and was, 
in juocelr. of time, followed by 
many other:* in the Well ; as ap- 
pears from feveral penitential,, 
made in imitation of his, the au- 
thority of which is not to lie 
compared to that of the ancient 
penitential canons in their deci- 
iiona. 'I s he Penitentiary o f V. eg - 

|>right ai chbp. of York, in 740, 

was compiled upon 'cki; mode*. 
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moved tlie fervants of God to the new places of their bamfliment; 
according to the tenour of the imperial refcript 5 but firft cdufed four 
of their number to be burnt alive. Thefe were Peleus and Nilus, 
two Egyptian priefts, Elias alfo a prieft, and Pa-Termuthes, art 
Egyptian of fingular learning and reputation- This laft was the per- 
son to whom Eufebius and St. Pamphilus addrelfed their apology for 
Origen.— See ISuf. Hifi.de Martyr. Bdlefiin*, c. 13. 
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SS. Eustachius and Companions, MM„ 

CT. EUSTACHIUS, called by the Greeks Euftathius, 
and before his converfion named PJacidus, was a nobleman, 
who fuffered martyrdom at Rome, about the reign of Adrian, 
together with his wife Theopifta, called before her baptifm 
Tatiana, and two fons Agapius and Theopiftus. Thefe 
Greek names they muft have taken after their converfion to the 
faith- The ancient facramentaries mention in the prayer for 
the feftiva! of St. Euftachius, his profufe charities to the poor, 
on whom he bellowed all his large pofleflions, fome time be- 
fore he laid down his life for his faith. An ancient church in 
Rome was built in his honour, with the title of a Diacony : 
the fame now gives title to a cardinal. His body lay depofited 
in this church, till in the twelfth age it was tranflated to that 
of St. Dennis near Paris. His fhrine was pillaged in this place, 
and part of his bones burnt by the Huguenots in 1567 (1) ; but 
a portion of them ft ill remains in the pariGi church which bears 
the name of St. Euftachius in Paris (2). 

How noble is it to fee integrity and virtue triumphing over 
intercft, pallion, racks and death, and fetting the whole world 
at defiance. To fee a great nian picferring the leafl duty of 
juftice, truth, or religion to the favour or menace of princes ; 
Tcadily quitting eftate, friends, country and life, rather than 
confent to any thing againft his confeience ; and at the fame 
time, meek, humble and modefi in his f'uiFerings ; forgiv- 
ing from his heart and tenderly loving his moft unjuft and 

treacherous* 



(i) See Baillet. (2) See the new Paris Breviary on the 3d of 

NovjcmJjcr. Alfio Falconi^s, in Ephein. Grwco-Mofchas, &c. 
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treacherous enemies and perfecutors ! Paffion and revenge often 
make men furious : and the luft of power, worldly honour, 
applaufe or wealth may prompt them to brave dangers ; but 
thefe paffions leave them weak and daftardly in other cafes, and 
are themfelves the bafeft flavery, and moft grievous crimes and 
mifery; Religion is the only bafis on which true magnanimity 
and courage can ftand. It fo enlightens the mind as to fet a 
man above all human events, and to preferve him in all changes 
and trials ileady and calm in himfelf 5 it fecures him againffi 
theerrours, the injufiices and frowns of the world, is by its 
powerful motives the frrongeft fpur to all generous a£tiorts, 
and under afflictions and fufferings a fource of unalterable 
peace, and overflowing joy which fpring from an afTured con- 
fidence that God's will is always moft juft and holy, and that 
he will be its protector and rewarder. Does religion exert this 
powerful influence in us ? Does it appear in our hearts, in our 
actions and conduct ? It is not enough to encounter dangers 
with refolution 5 we muft with equal courage and conflancy 
vanquifh pleafure and the fofter palfipns, or we pofleis not the 
virtue of true fortitude* 

On the fame DAY 

St. Agapetus', Pope, C. This holy pope was a native of 
Rome, and being received among the clergy difcharged the infe- 
riour functions of _he mini/try in the church of SS. John and Fan!. 
His great fanclity recommended him to the love and veneration of 
all that knew him, and pope John II. dying on the twenty-fixth of 
April, 535, Agapetus who was at that time archdeacon, was cho- 
fen to rill the holy fee, and ordained on the fourth of May. He 
healed by mildnefs the wounds which had been made by difTenti- 
ons, and by the unhappy fchifm of Diofcorus againll Boniface II. 
in £29. The empcrour Juftinian, being appriled of his election, 
fent to him. a profeffion of his faith, which the holy pope received 
as orthodox, and in compliance with his requeft, condemned the 
Acaimetes monks at Conitantinople, who were tainted with frhc 
Neftorian hcrefy. Hilderick, king of the Vandals in Africa, having 
been depo fed by Gilimer, Juftinian took that occafion to break the 
alliance which the empcrour Zeno had made with Genferick, and 
in the year C33, the feventh of his reign, font HeJifarius witli .1 
fleet of five hundred fail into Africa. That experienced general 
made an eafy conquer! of the whole country, an/1 took Carthage 
a! molt without oppofition. Juftiman fent to the churches in Jeru* 
iiilem the veflels of the ancient Jewifli temple, which Titus had 
formerly brought to Rome, and which Ge/ilerick had carried from 
thence to Carthage. He reeilablifhed the temporal government ot 

Africa, which he divided inip feven province*, Zeugitana, n/imed 

hromofiw? 
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heretofore the Proconfulaf, that of Carthage, JByzacena, and that 
of Tripoli, which four had. for go vernours jnen . of consular digni- 
ty :, the three others, ^umldra,^ .Mauritania and -Sardinia had on- 
ly prefidents : all thefe . were, fuhjeft to r the.'Frasfeftus-Pra2torio \of 
Africa, who refided at Carthage. Each province had its primate, 
though in Numidia that dignity was not annexed to any parti- 
cular fee, but was enjoyed by the oldeft bifhop.in the province, aa 
in the time of St. Cyprian. Thefe churches being reftdfed to the 
catholicks, both the emperour and the bifhops of Africa wrote to 
the . pope, intreating him to allow that fuch -Atfian fcifliops as came 
over to the catholick faith, mould retain their fees. Agapetus an- 
fwered them both, that 'he could not aft in. that point againft the 
canons, and that the Arian bifhops ought to be fatisfied withibe- 
ing received into the catholick church, without pretending to be 
admitted among the clergy, or to retain any ecclefialticai dignity. 
The emperour having built the city Juftiniana^a, near the village 
Where he was born, defired the pope to appoint the bilhop of this 
Hew fee his vicar in Ulyricum. 

Theodatus, king of the Goths in Italy, hearing that Juftinian 
was making preparations for an expedition to recover Italy, obliged 
pope Agapetus to undertake a voyage to Conftantinople in order to 
divert him from fuch a defign. About the fame time the catho- 
lick abbots at Conftantinople, wrote to St. Agapetus, to acquaint 
him with the diforders and dangers into which that church was 
fallen. Epiphanius, patriarch of Conftantinople, dying in 535, 
Anthimus, bifhop of Trebifond, was called to that fee, by the in- 
Tereftof the emprefs Theodora. He palTed for .a catholick, but 
was in truth an enemy to the council of Chalcedon, as well as 
that princefs herfelf. The removal of Anthimus to Conftantinople 
fo much encouraged the' Acephali, that Severus, the-falfe patriarch 
of Antioch, and other chiefs of that feci repaired thither, and 
filled that church with confufion. Agapetus informed thefe catho- 
lick abbots that he was coming himfelf to Conftantinople ; where- 
upon they waited his arrival. St. Gregory the Great relates (l) 
that the good pope, in his journey through Greece cured a man 
who was lame and dumb, by faying mafs for him. St. Agapetus 
reached Conftantinople on the fecond of February, in 536, and was 
received by the emperour with refpect,. The pope, true to his truft, 
prefTcd him on the bufincfs which had brought him thither ; but 
that prince had proceeded too far to think of drawing off his forces 
from the expedition into Italy. St. Agapetus therefore began to 
treat of religious aft airs. lie abfolutely refilled to admit Anthimus 
to his communion, unlefs he publickly fubferibed the council of 
Chalcedon, and would by no means allow of his tranflatien to the 
fee of Conftantinople. The emprefs employed all her power, and 
all her artifices to gain this point of him («). The emperour alio 

plied' 

(0 Dial. I. 5. c. 3. 

(a) If we confidcr the great actions of Juftinian, wc Hi all be 
inclined 50 thinjk* that ia his reign die j^lory of the ancient 

Roman 
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plied Iiirn both with large promifes, and with threats of banifhnient : 
but the holy man was inflexible, and at length Anthimus went back 
Vol. 111. Sff to 



Roman empire was revived : 
but if we look narrowly into 
his vices and bad dminiftration, 
we fhall rank him among ty- 
rants. This prince began his 
reign in 527, and died in 565. 
1 o reform the laws, which by 
their multitude, confufion and 
contradictions were become a 
publick nufance, and the hea- 
vier!: burden and opprefllon of 
the people for whofe protec- 
tion they were eftablifhed, he 
caufed the Code to be compiled, 
confirming of felect conftitutions 
of preceding emperours, which 
he publifhed in 529, and more 
correctly again in $34. The 
moft ufeful decifions of the ableft 
lawyers he publifhed under the 
title of Digeftum, or Pandectae, 
in 533. He caufed his Inftitutes 
to be compofed in four books, 
10 ferve as an introduction to his 
Fandeche. Ke added a great 
number of ecclcfiaftical and other 
laws, under the title of Novellas. 
Thefe works compofe to this day 
the body of the Roman or Civil 
Law. The laws, edicts and let- 
ters which go under the name of 
juftinxan are ftamped with fuch 
marks of gravity, wifdom, and 
majefty, as to furpafs all the 
others. Though this perfor- 
mance does fo much honour to 
his memory, it is certain that this 
prince was more defirous to give 
to his fubjects good laws than 
good magiftrates ; he afpired 
not fo much to the glory of 
impartially adininillering jufticc 
as to the vanity of being a legif- 
lator to pofterity ; his actions 
were far from being examples of 

that equity, of which his laws 



and lefibns were rules. See F. 
JDaude, Jefuit, Hijloria Univer- 

falis Roma ni Imptrii (T. 2. at 

Wirtzburg, an. 1754.). The? 
queftor Trebonian, an Heathen, 
the principal and inoft learned 
of all the lawyers whom he em- 
ployed in compiling thefe works* 
openly fold his fentences, and 
fuppreiTed or made laws as his 
intereft or pafiions inclined him, 
as Procopius ( 1. de Be Ho Per /icq 

c. 24, 25.) and Suidas (V. Tre* 
ben. ) allure us. Juftinian a- 
dorned his imperial city, and 
other parts of his dominions, with 
ftately churches and other build- 
ings in an elegant tafte, by which, 
he added a luitre to his empire : 
yet by them he feemed rather to> 
ofFer incenfe to his own vanity 
than to raife his view to mora 
noble profpects. He refcued 
Africa and Italy out of the hands, 
of barbarians ; but he devoured 
his own fubjects, ftudving by 
every act of oppreffion, perfidy 
and treachery to amafs treafurea 
to feed his own extravagance and 
vices, and thofe of his empref* 
Theodora, and Antonina the 
wife of Belifarius. Never did 
any prince meddle fo much with' 
the affairs of the church, as ap- 
pears by the great number of 
Jaws which he made in his Nq- 
vcllx, to regulate a 1 molt its 
whole difcipline ; and by a*n un- 
happy itch to be always difpuu 
ing about the moft abftrufe theo- 
logical points and myileries of 
faith, in canvalling which hir 
fpent much of that time which 
he owed to the government of 
his empire. Having himielf lit- 
tle or no learning, if we may 

believe 



1006 Sc. AGAPETU S, P. C. Sept. 20. 

to Trebifond, for fear of being compelled to receive the council of 
Chalcedon The pope declared him excommunicated, unlefs by 
fubferibing that fy nod he declared himfelf a catholitkj which drew 
upon the faint the whole fury of the Eutychian party, and of the 
emprefs. His conltancy, however, baffled all their efforts, and 
Mennas, a perfon of great learning and piety, was chofen patriarch 
of Constantinople, and confecrated by the pope. Several petitions 
. were delivered to St. Agapetus, containing complaints and accufa- 
tions of herefy, and other crimes, again (1 Sever us, and certain other 
bifhops of the party of the Acephali, which the pope was preparing 
to examine in a council, when he fell fick, and died at Oonltanti- 
nople on the feventeenth of April, in 536, having fat about eleven 
months, and three weeks. His body was brought to Rome, and 
interred in St. Peter's church on the Vatican, on the twentieth of 
September, the day which the Wcftern church has confecrated to 
his memory. The Greeks commemorate his name un the day of 
his death, the feventeenth of April. — See his epiftles, and other mo- 
numents, Cone. T. 5. alfo Liberatus Breviar. c. 21, 22, and Anaf- 

tafius's 

believe Suidas, he was not hap- AflttSoret, or the Secret Hiitory 
py in the choice of his thcolo. of Jultinian, Theodora, Beliia- 
gians, and he contributed very rius and Antonina, which he 
much to widen and inflame the brought down to the year $6z t 
wounds, and increafe the diftrac- recounting the fecret enormous 
tion of the oriental churches, crimes of thofc perfons, and de- 
The iflue of his prefumptuous fcribing the court as a den of in- 
curiofity and inquiries was, that carnate fiends rather than men. 
he fell into the herefy of the ///- In the printed copies fome pages 
corrupticolee, which he confirmed relating to the obfeenities of 
by an edict, in which he declared Theodora are juftly omitted, 
that ChriftVs body, in his mortal which are preferved m the MS. 
Hate, was never liable to any aU copy in the Vatican Library, 
teration, or even natural paffion, The author difcovers, by his in- 
fuch as hunger, thirft; or pain, confiilency, at lead his own dif- 
and that he cat without any ne- ingenuity. In his firft works he 
ccflity (Procop. de Bello Gotbi- flattered his prince, as Velleius 
eo 9 1. 3. c. 35 & 33. & Ante- Paterculus commended Scjanus, 
dot. c. 18). Procopius, a native whom, had he wrote two years 
of Crcfarca in Palcltinc, fecretary later after the fall of that wicked 
to Bclifarius in his expeditions in miniftcr, he would have defcribed 
Africa and Italy, wrote two books as one of the moft execrable 
On the Peril an War, two On the m on Iters of the human race. 
Vandalick War, four On the The lafi; work of Procopius feems 
Gothick War, ami, fix On the the production of di (appointed 
Buildings of J uJr^^n- In thefc ambition and fplecn, and is pro- 
hiftbries the great actions of that bably in great part a collection 
emperour are displayed with ho- of flander. Though the author 

nour. The fame author left his profeflgd himfelf a Chriitian, this 

he 
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tafius's Pontifical, efpecially the new edition, or Liber Pontfficalis, 

feu fie Gefiis Rom. Pontifieum? qarr,? cum Cod. M&>$\ collatuifi emeu davit 
et f upphnjit Joannei V jgnolius, BibL F aiicahtf Pr<zfe£tus alter : Roma?, 
1756, 3 vol. in 4to. 



lie probably did with views to 
temporal intereft ; for in many 
parts of his 1 a ft work he betrays 
an averfion to the faith, and an 
attachment to the wild fuperfti- 
tions of idolatry, as Eichelius 



proves at length, Frafat. in Pro- 
cop. Anccdot. n. ij t ad 22. 
See the edition of HeJmflad, 
1674. But we want not this fe- 
cret hiilory of Procopius to come 
at the true character of Juftinian. 
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St. MATTHE W, Apoftle and 

Evangelift. 



Matt. ix. Mark ii. Luke v. See Tillemont^ Cabnet* Ceiliier % 



QT. Matthew is called by two evangclifls Levi, both 
O which names are of Jewifh extraction [a). The Jatter he 
bore before his converfion, the other he feems to have taken 
after it, to mew that he had renounced his profeilion, and was 
become a new man. St. Mark calls him the Con of Alphrcus; 
but the conjecture which fome form from hence, that he was 
brother to St. James the Lefs, has not the very fhadow of pro- 
bability. He feems to have been a Galilean by birth, and 
was by profeflion a publican, or gatherer of taxes for the Ro- 
. mans, which office was equally odious and fcand.ilous among 
the Jews. The Romans few publicans into the provinces to 
gather the tributes, and this was amongft them a poft of ho- 
nour, power and credit, ufually conferred on Roman knights. 
T. Flavius Sabinus, father of the cmperour Vefpaban, was the 

fmblican of the provinces of Afia. Thefe Roman general pub- 
icans employed under them natives of each province, as per- 
foils beft acquainted with the cuf turns of their own country. 

S t f 2 'J lie 



(«) Lttvi fignifics one affociatcd : Mattbe%v t him that h given, in 
latin, Donatio, 
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Thefe colle&ors or farmers of the tributes often griped and 
fcraped all they could by various methods of extortion, having 
frequent opportunities of opprefling others to raife their own 
fortunes, and they were ufually covetous. On this account 
even the Gentiles often fpeak of them as exactors, cheats, and 
publick robbers (£). Zacheus, a chief among thefe collec- 
tors, was fenfible of thefe occafions of fraud and oppreilion, 
when he offered four-fold restitution to any whom he had in- 
jured. Among the Jews thefe publicans were more infamous 
and odious, becaufe this nation looked upon them as enemies 
to their privilege of natural freedom which God had given them, 
and as perfons defiled by their frequent converfation and deal- 
ing with the Pagans, and as confpiring with the Romans to en-< 
tail flavery upon their countrymen. Hence the Jews univerfal- 
]y abhorred them, regarded their eftates or money as the for- 
tunes of notorious thieves, banifhed them from their commu- 
nion in all religious worfhip, and fliunned them in all affairs of 
civil fociety and commerce. Xertullian is certainly miftaken 
when he affirms that none but Gentiles were employed .in this 
fordid office, as St. Jerom demonftrates from feveral paflages 
in the gofpels (i). And it is certain that St. Matthew was a 
Jew, though a publican. His office is faid to have particularly 
confifted in gathering cufloms of commodities that came by the 
lake of Genefareth or Tiberias, and a toll which paflengers paid 
that came by water ; of which mention is made by Jewifli 
writers. Hence the Hebrew gofpel publifhed by Mu niter ren- 
ders the word Publican in this place by, c< The Lord of the 
" Paflage." St. Mark fays, that St. Matthew kept his office 
or toil-bcoth by the fide of the lake, where he fat at the receipt 
of cuftom. 

Jefus having lately cured a famous paralytick, went out of 
Capharnaum, and walked on the banks of the lake or fea of 
Genefareth, teaching the people that flocked after him. Here 
he efpied Matthew fitting in his cuftom-houfe, whom he called 
to come and lollow him. The man was rich, enjoyed a very 
lucrative pofr, was a wife and prudent man, and perfectly un- 
derflood what this compliance would colt him, and what an 
exchange he made of wealth for poverty. I3ut he overlooked 

all 

(i) Ep. 146 ad Damaf. 

(?>) The profeflion of a tax- aniplcs of fn notify, witnefs the 
gatherer is in itfelf lawful and nc- baron of Montmorency in Fian- 
ce flary, and may be innocent, tic, and ticrmcres in Norman* 

It has even fumilhcU eminent dy, {3V. 
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all thefe confiderations, and left all his interefts and relations to 
become our Lord's difciple, and to embrace a fpiritual kind of 
commerce or traffick. We cannot fuppofe that he was before 
•wholly unacquainted with our Saviour's perfon or doctrine, 
^efpecially as his cuftom-oifice was near Capharnaum, and his 
houfe feems to have been in that city, where Chrift had refided 
for lometime, had preached and wrought many miracles, 
by which he was in fome meafure prepared to receive the im- 
pre/fion which the call of Chrift made upon him, St. Jerom 
lays, that a certain amiable brightness and air of majefty which 
Ihone in the countenance of our divine Redeemer, pierced his 
foul, and ftrongly attracted him. But the great caufe of his 
wonderful conversion was, as Bede remarks, that, c< He who 
<c called him outwardly by his word, at the fame time moved 
tc him inwardly by the invifible inftinci of his grace." Wc 
muft eameftly intreat this fame gracious Sav iour that he w-juld 
vouchfafe to touch our hearts with the like powerful inter! our 
call, that we may be perfectly converted to him. He often 
raifes his voice in the fecret of our hearts : but by putting wilful 
obftacles we are deaf to it, and the feed of falvation is often 
choaked in our fouls. This apoftle, at the firft invitation, broke 
all ties; forfook his riches, his family, his worldly concerns* 
his pleafures, and his profelHon. His converfion was flncere 
.and perfect, manifefting itfclf by the following marks. FirfT, 
It admitted no deliberation or delay : to balance one moment 
between God and fin or the world, is to refift the divine call, 
and to Jofe the offered grace. Secondly, ft was courageous 
furmounting and bearing down all oppoiition which his palfione 
or the world could raife in his way. Thirdly, Jt wasconftant; 
the apoftle from that moment looked no more back, but fol- 
lowing Chrift with fervour, perfevered to the end, marching 
every day forwards with frefli vigour. It is the remark of St. 
Gregory, that thofe apoftles who left their boats and nets to 
follow Chrift, were fometimes afterward found in the fame 
employment of filhing, from which they were called : but St. 
Matthew never returned to the cuitom houfe, becaufe it was a 
dangerous profefTion, and an occafion of avarice, opprc/lion and 
extortion. St Jerom and St. Chryfoftom take notice, that St. 
Mark and St. Luke mention our apoftle by the name of Levi, 
when they fpeak of his former profclfion of publican, as if it 
were to cover and keep out of light the remembrance of this 
apoftle's fin, or at leaft to touch it tenderly; but our evangel ill 
openly calls himfclf Matthew, by which name he was then 
known in the church, being defirous out of humility to publi/h 

his former infamy and Jin, and to proclaim the excels of the* 

S i i 3 divmc 
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divine mercy which had made an apoftle of a publican. The 
other evangelifts. by mentioning him in his former djfhonourable 
courfe of life under the name of Levi, teach us, that we ought 
to tieat penitent finners with all modefty and tendernefs; it be-r 
ing again ft the laws or religion, juftice and charity, to upbraid 
and reoroach a convert with errours or fins which God himMi 
has forgiven and effaced, fo as to declare that he no longer re- 
members them, and for which the devil himfelf, with all his 
malice, can no longer accufe or reproach him. St. Matthew, 
upon his converfion, to fhew that he was not difcontented at 
his change, but looked upon it as his greateft happinef?, enter- 
tained our Lord and his difciples at a great dinner in his houfe, 
whither he invited his friends, efpecially thofe of his late profef- 
fion, doubtlefs hoping that by our Saviour's divine converfation, 
they alfo might be converted. The Pharifees carped at this 
conduit of Chrift, in eating with publicans and finners. Our 
divine Saviour answered their malicious fecret fuggefiions, that 
he came for the fick, not for the found and healthy, or for thofe 
who conceited themfelves fo, and imagined they flood in no 
need of a phyfician j and he put them in mind, that Qod pre- 
fers acts of mercy and charity, efpecially in reclaiming finners, 
and doing good to fouls, before ritual obfervances, as the more 
neceflary and noble precept, to which other laws were fubordi- 
nate. Commerce with idolaters was forbidden the Jews for 
fear of the contagion of vice by evil company. This law the 
proud Pharifees extended not only beyond its bounds, but even 
again ft the eftential laws of charity, the firft among the divine 
precepts. Yet this nicety they called the ftricl: observance of 
the law, in which they prided themfelves, whereas in the fight 
of God it was hypocrify and overbearing pride,* with a contempt 
of their neighbours, which degraded their pretended righteouf- 
nefs beneath the moft fcandalous finners, with whom they fcorned 
to convcrfe, even for the fake of reclaiming them, which the 
law, far from forbidding, required as the firft and moil excel- 
lent of its precepts. Chrift came from heaven, and clothed 
himfelf with our mortality, in the bowels of the moft tender 
companion and of his infinite mercy for finners: he burnt con- 
tinually with the moft ardent thirft for their falvation, and it 
was his great eft delight to convcrfe with thofe that were funk 
in the decpeft abyfs, in order to bring them to repentance and 
falvation. How affectionately he chcrifhed, and how tenderly 
he received thofe that were fincerely converted to him he has 
cxprefled by the moft aflccVmg parables, and of this St. Mat- 
thew is> among others, an admirable inftancc. 



The 
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The vocation of St. Matthew happened in the fecond year of 
the publick mimftry of Chrift, who foon after forming the col- 
lege of his apoftles, adopted him into that holy family ot the 
fpiritual princes and founders of his church. The humility of 
our faint is remarked in the following circumftance. Whereas 
the other evangelifls, in defcribing the apo flies by pairs, con- 
ftantly rank him before St. Thomas, he places that apofllc be- 
fore himfelf, and in this very lift adds to his name the epithet 
of the publican. He delighted in the title of Matthew the Pub- 
lican, becaufe he found in it his own humiliation, magnified 
by it the divine mercy and grace of his converfion, and ex- 
prefled the deep fpirit of compunction in which he had his for- 
mer guilt always before his eyes. Eufebiusand St. Fpiphanius 
tell us, that after our Lord's afcenfion, St. Matthew preached 
feveral years in Judea and the neighbouring countries till the 
difperfion of the apoflles ; and that a little before it he wrote his 
gofpel, or (hort hiflory of our Blefled Redeemer, at the in- 
treaty of the Jewifh converts, and, as St. Epiphanius fays, at 
the command of the other apoftles. That he compiled it be- 
fore their difperfion appear, not only becaufe it was written 
before the other gofpe s, but alfo becaufe St. Bartholomew took 
a copy of it with him into India, and left it there (c) Chrift 
no where appears to have given any charge about committing 

S f f 4 to 



(0 The Englifh word Gofpel 
flgnifies, in the language of our 
anceftors, n't God's Word, but 

Good Word or tidings, as Evan- 
gelium in Greek. Good they 
wrote God ; and God Gode with 
E. We po\v retain the word fpell 
only to figni fy a charm. See 
Hammond (p. 2.) Somner and 
Yy. Junius's Etymological Dic- 
tionary by Ed m. Lye. That St 
Matthew's gofpel was originally 

written in the modern Hebrew, 
ih.u is, in die Syro Chaldaiclc 
language, ufed by the Jews after 
the captivity, is aflirmed by Pa- 
pias, Origcn, St. lremuus, Eu- 
iebius, St. Jerom, St. Kpipha- 
nius, Theodorct, and all the an- 
cient fathers, fo pofitively and fo 
unanimoufly, that it is matter of 
furprife that Erafinus, Calvin, 



Lightfoot, and feme few others, 
fhould pretend it was wrote firfr. 
in Greek, which they falfely 
rmftake to have then been the 
vulgar language of the Jews in 
Pal dime. That Chriil preached 
to them in the Syro-ChaLaick 
tongue is plain from many woids 
of that language ufed by him, 
which the cvangeliits retain and 
interpret in the go 1 puis. v t. Caul 
haranguing the Jews at Jcrufa- 

1cm, fpokc in the Syio-Chaldaick 
tongue ( Ac\. xx.. z. xxvii. ,j.o_ 

xxvi. 14.) The Syro •Chaldaiclc 

paraphrafe of Onkclos on the 

Pentateuch, com po led about the 

time of our Redeemer, and that 

of Jonathan on the book:* of Jo- 

fue, Judges and Kings, noi much 

later, extant in the Polyglot, c. fc JV. 

made to expound the JJiblc 

to 
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to writing his hiftory or divine dodlrinc; particular accidents 
gave the occafions. St. Matthew wrote his gofpel to fatisfy the 

converts 



to the common people, who no 
longer understood the true ancient 
Hebrew* in which language the 
facrcd books were ftill read in 
the fynagogues. (See Huet. de 
Claris Interpret. § 6. Simon 1. 2. 

c. 18. Walton Prolog, iz. Fraf- 
fen, &c. againft Morin. 1. z. Ex- 
ercit* 8. & Nat- Alex. S<ec. 2. 
Diff. ii.) What Erafmus and 
the reft of thefe authors ground 
their conjecture upon, that St. 
Ivlatthew quotes the Old Tcfla- 
ment according to the Greek 
Septuagint, is another miftake. 
For our of ten quotations found in 
his gofpel, feven are vifibly taken 
from the Hebrew, and the reft 
sire no way contrary to that text, 
though they are mentioned only 
as to the fenfe, not in the words. 
St.Jerom expreisly obferves, from 
a copy of this gofpel in the origi- 
nal Hebrew which he faw in the 
library at Caefarea, that St. Mat- 
thew's quotations are made from 
the Hebrew (in CataL). We are 
fools, fays Ifaac Voflius, (Pr*>f. 

Jbppm in /. de JO Interpr.) if we 

fpend our time in confuting all 
idle dreams which trample upon 
thi* unanimous teftimony of all 
antiquity, and the authority of 
all churches, which confpire in 
a flu ring us, that the gofpel of 
St Matthew was originally wrote 
in the Syro-Chaldaick language. 
The Greek tranflation was made 
in the time of the apoillcs, as St. 
jiiom and St. Auilin affirm, 
perhaps by foir.e of them : it vv.ik 
at leall approved by them, and 
from their time has been always 
looked upon to hold the place 
of the original. For, the Syro- 

ehuldaick copy fce'ma to have 



been foon corrupted by the Na 
zareans, or jewilh converts, who 
adhered to the ceremonies of the 
law, Alfo the Ebionite hereticks 
retrenched many pafiages. A- 
mong the additions made by the 
Nazareans fome con fitted of fay- 
ings of our divine Redeemer, 
handed down by thofe that had 
received them from his facred 
mouth, and are quoted as fuch 
by the fathers. See a collection 
of thefe in Grabe ( S pi a' legit, 
T. i. p 12.) Other additions 
of thefe hereticks were fictions. 
Thefe interpolations and falfifi- 
cations brought the Hebrew copy 
into difrepute in the church 5 or 
if the gofpel of the Nazareans 
had a different ground from the 
Hebrew text of St. Matthew, at 
lead the latter is long fince loft ; 
and St. Epiphanius tells us 
29 11. 9.) that the gofpel of the 
Nazareans or Hebrews was only 
that of St. Ivlatthew interpolated. 
The Chaldaick text of St. Mat- 
thew's gofpel, publilhcd by Til- 
let, and rcpubliflied from ano- 
ther more imperfect copy by 
Munfter, is evidently a modern 
tranflation made from the Greek. 
The Latin Vulgate, or rather 
the old Italick, was tranflated 
from the Greek text, and cor- 
rected according to it by St. Je- 
rom. Sec Le Long, Bibliotb, 

Sacra : Mills Pro/fg. in Gt\ Tiy?. 

p 5 & 31, &c. Dom Marcianay 
publifhed, in 1695, the ancient 
Italick vcrlion of this gofpel. 
Since that time an old MS. 
copy of the four gofpel s in the 
true ancient Italick verfion, was 
found at Corbie ; and publilhcd 
at Verona. 
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converts of Paleftine (2) : St. Mark, at the prefling intreaties 
of the faithful at Rome (3) : St. Luke, to oppofe falfe hifto- 
ties (4) : St. John, at the requeft of the biftiops of Afia, to 
leave an authentick teftimony againft the herelies of Cerinthus 
and Ebion (5). It was, neverthelefs, by a fpecial infpiration 
of the Holy Ghoft, that this work was undertaken and executed 
by each of them. The Gofpels are the moil excellent part of 
the facred writings. For in them Chrift teaches us, not by 
his prophets, but by his own divine mouth, the great lefTons 
of faith, and of eternal life; and in the hiftory of his holy life 
the moft perfect pattern of fanelity is fet before our eyes for us 
to copy after. The gofpel of St. Matthew defcends to a fuller 
and more particular detail in the actions of Chrift, than the 
other three 5 but from ch. v. to ch. xiv. he often differs from 
them in the feries of his narration, neglecting the order of 
time, that thofe inftru£tions might be related together which 
have a clofer affinity with each other. This evangelift enlarges 
chiefly on our Saviour's lefTons of morality, and defcribes his 
temporal or human generation, in which the promifes made to 
Abraham and David, concerning the Meflias to be born of their 
feed, were fulfilled ; which argument was a particular induce- 
ment to the Jews to believe in him. 

St. Matthew, after having made a great harveft of fouls in 
Judea, went to preach the faith to the barbarous and uncivi- 
lized nations of the Eaft. He was a perfon much devoted to 
heavenly contemplation, and led an auftere life, tiling a very 
flender and mean diet; for he eat no fielh, fatisfying nature 
with herbs, roots, feeds and berries, as St. Clement of Alexan- 
dria allures us (6). St. Ambrofe fays (7), that God opened 
to him the country of the Perfians. Rufinu (8) and Socrates (9) 
tell us, that he carried the gofpel into Ethiopia, meaning pro- 
bably the Southern and Eaftern parts of Afia. St. Paulinus 
mentions (10), that he ended his courfe in Parthia. Venan- 
tius Fortunatus relates, that he fuffered martyrdom at Nad- 
dabar, a city in thofe parts. According to Dorothcus, he was 
honourably interred at Hierapolis in Parthia. His rclicks were 
long ago brought into the Weft. Pope Gregory Vll. in a 
letter to the bilhop of Salerno, in 1080, terrifies that they were 
then kept in a church which bore his name in that city. They 
itill remain in the fame place. 

St, Ircnrt'us, 

(2) Ruf. 1. 3. c, 24. S, Micron, in Catnl, (3) P.uf. 1, 2. c if. 
(4) Luke i. 1. (5) S. Micron. Prol. in Matt. S. Kpiph. hai . ;i. 

n. 12. (6) Paxlag. 1. 2- c. 1. (7) In I'f. 45. (h>) L. 10 c y„ 
(9) L. i.e. 19. (10) Carm. z6. 
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St. Irenaeus, St. Jerom, St. Auftin and other fathers find a 
figure of the four evangelifts in the four myftical animals 
reprefented in Ezechiel (n), and in the Apocalypfe of 
St. John (12). The eagle is generally fa id to re pre fen t St. 
John, who in the firil lines of his gofpel foais up to the 
contemplation of the eternal generation of the W ord. The 
calf agrees to St. Luke, who begins his gofpel with the mention 
of the priefrhood, St. Auftin makes the lion the fymbol of St. 
Matthew, who explains the royal dignity of Chrifl; but others 
give it to St, Mark, arid the man to St. Matthew, who begins 
his gofpel with Chrift's human generation. 

In the gofpel, The only begot !c?i So);, zubo is in the bofom of 
the Father^ hath declared him (13), and hath delivered to us 
the mod fublimc truths. Wherefore St. Auftin writes (14), 

Let us hear the gofpel as if wc liftened to Chrifl prefent." 
The primitive Chriftians always ftood up when they read it, 
or heard it read (15). St. Jerom fays : c * While the gofpel 
<c is read, in all the churches of the Eaft, candles are lighted, 
* c though the fun mine!, in token of joy (16)." St. Thomas 
Aquinas always read the gofpel on his knees. In this divme 
book not only the divine inftru£tions of our Blefied Redeemer 
are delivered to us, but moreover a copy of his i'acred lif v on 
earth is painted before our eyes. As Sr.Baiil fays (1 ;) : c * Every 
<c action and every word of our Saviour J«:Uis Chri*: ^ a rule 
cc of piety. He took upon him human nature that \\j slight 
cc draw as on a tablet, and fet before us a perfect mode for us 
cc to imitate. 5 ' Let us fludy this rule, and beg the patronage 
of this apoftle, that the fpirit of Chrifl, or that A his humility, 
compunction, felf-denial, charity and perJect disengagement 
from the things of this world, may be imprinted in our hearts. 



On the fame DAY 

St Maura, V. She was nobly born at Troves in Champagne 
in the ninth century, and in her youth obtained 1 of God by her 
prayers the wonderful converfion of her father, who had till then 
led a worldly life. After his happy death, Maura continued to live 
an the moil dutiful fubjcclion and obedicne-.* to her mother Sedulia, 
and by the fervour of her example war, the irmclifacation of her bro- 
ther Eutropius and of the whole family. The great eft p«\rt of the 

revenues of their large cilate was converted into the patrimony of 

the 



(11) F/.ech, i. to, {12) Apoc iv 7. (13) John i. 18; 

(14) 'Israel . 30. in Joan. (i?) Con 11. Apoil. 1 2. c. 62. 

1 1 6) Adv. Vigilant. (17) Conllit. Monafl. c. 2. 
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the poor. The virgin's whole time was confecrated to the exercifes 
of prayer, to offices of obedience or charity, in attending on her 
mother and ferving the poor, or to her work, which was devoted 
to the fervice ei.her of the poor, or of the church : for it was her 
delight in a fpirit of religion to make facred veftme^s, trim the 
lamps, and prepare wax and other things for the altar. As order in 
what we do leads a foul to God, according to the remark of St. Au- 
ftin, fhe was regular in the diftribution of her time, and in all her 
aftions. She fpent almoft the whole morning in the church, adoring 
God, praying to her divine Redeemer, and meditating on the cir- 
curriftances of his facred life and pallion. Every Wed nefday and 
Friday fhe faded, allowing herfelf no other fuftenance than bread and 
water ; and fhe walked barefoot to the monaflery of Mantenay, 
two leagues from the town, where fhe prayed a long time in the 
church, and with the moll perfect humility and compunction laid 
open the fecrets of her foul to the holy abbot of that place, 
her fpiritual director, without whofe advice fhe did nothing. 
The profound refpeft with which fhe was penetrated for the 
word of God, and whatever regarded the hpnour of his ado- 
rable name, is not to be exprefTed. So wonderful was her gift 
of tears, that (he feemed never to Fall upon her knees to pray but 
they ftreamed from her eyes in torrents. God performed many mi- 
racles in her favour ; but it was her care to conceal his gifts, be- 
caufe fhe dreaded the poifon of hurpan applaufe. Jn her Iaft fick- 
nefs fhe received the extreme unction and Viaticum with extraordinary 
marks of divine joy and love, and reciting often the Lord's prayer 
expired at thofe words, Thy kingdom come, on the zift of September, 
850, being twenty-three years old. Her relicks and name are ho- 
noured in feveral churches in that part of France, and fhe is men- 
tioned in the Gallican martyrology. — See her life written by St. Pru- 
dentius of Troyes, who was acquainted with her AlfoGoujet and 
Mezangui, Vies des Saints. 
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SS. Maurice and his Companions, MM. 



From the auihentich Account of their martyrdom compiled a hundred 
and fifty years after ' it happened, by St. Eucherius, bijhop of 
Lyons, who quotes their acts, and the relation of Ifaac, the holy 
hi/hop of Geneva* This lajl-mentioned prelate received the par- 
ticulars of this hiftory of thefe martyrs fro?n Theodore, bijhop of 
Octodurum ( in whofe diocefs they had fuffered ) who affiftcd at 
the council of A qui lei a in 381, and muft have feen per/on s who 
had been eyewitnejfes, or at leaf lived upon the fpot when the in- 
human butchery was commited* The gravity and fanctity of St. 
Eucherius are fet ojf by the modeji Jimp li city of his Jlyle in this 
place, which is acknowledged a fincere and inconteftable hi/lory by 
JRuinart ( Acla fincera. p. 290.) and all catholick criticks. This 
account is perfectly conformable to the Ads of thefe martyrs which 
were common in that country in the fifth, nay, faysMofheim, in the 
fourth century, as appears from certain circumfiances related from 
them by the author of the life of St. Roma?ius, who wrote before 
the clofe of the fifth century* The fame is confirmed from the title 
cf a fermon of St. Alcimus Avitus, wrote about the year 490, 
preferved among his works, though the fermon itfelf be loft. ( Op. 
Sirmondi T. 2.) The truth of this hi/lory is never thelefs attacked 
by fomc Protejlant hiflorians. The ?ninifter Dubordier raifed the 
conicjl, and was folloiued by Mottinger : Moyle exerted more eru- 
dition and fubtilty in the fame controvcrfy, and Dr. Gilbert Bur- 
net (Prtf. in LacJant. de Mort. Per fee. &c.) retailed his objec- 
tions with greater confidence than Jlrength. The learned Dr. 
Hi ekes defended again ft him the authenticity of thefe Acts, and 
the controvcrfy became warm between thefe eminent antagoni/ls, 
when their oppofite political principles concerning paffivc obedience 
were made to interfere. Dr. Hickes demo nfl rates no Jlrcfs can be 
laid on the ftlencc of Eufebius who lived in the Ea/l, or of others, 
and that though Afaximiau at firji favoured the ChriftiauSj yet 
in certain circumfiances, efpccially in the army, he put many to 
death for the faith, Con/iantius j pared the Chrijiians \ but was 
enly made G<cfar in 293, whereas this majfiure mojl probably hap- 
pened Joon after Maximian was affbeiated to the empire in 286. 

Neither 
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Neither is it certain that the territory where it was committed was - 
in Conflantius 9 s dominions : and were it fo 9 his power as Cafar 
could not tie up that of the emperour, efpecially over his own fol- 
diers, wherever he marched with them. Mojheim, who allows 
thefe arguments of Moyle to lofe their weight when they are put in 
that balance agaitift the authority with which this hi/lory is fup- 
ported ; yet forms an objection from certain Greek Acts which 
place the martyrdom of St. Mauricius ( after fuffering many tor- 
ments for the fpace of ten days) with his companions , under Maxi- 
rnian, at Jpamea in Syria. (See Mo/heim, Comm. de Rebus 
Eccla ante Conftantinum M* Helm fl adit. 175 3. p. 588.) There 
was indeed in the Eaji another St. Mauritius M. %vha is men- 
tioned by Theodore t (Serm. 8. de cur and. Greecor. Effect) but bis- 
modern Greek Acts can claim no authority. Before Dr. Hickes 
entered the lifls with Burnet , bijhop Stillingfleet had confuted the 
exceptions of Moyle to his hi/lory, which Dr. Burnet then began 
to urge in converfation (Origin. Britann. p. 71,) To tbe autho- 
rities produced by Stillingfleet in favour of thefe martyrs and their 
Acts, we feem authorized to add the tejlimony of Prudentius 
{Pfychom. v. 36.) whofe flence fome have falfely pleaded again/t 
jthefe Jets. See F. J of. Life? Ben. of the congr. of S. Vannes* 
Pefence de la veriie du Martyr e de la Legion Thebeenne 1 7 37* 

t ijn Octavo* Jlfo BaldeJano ? Hifloria di S. Mauritio ? 

A. D. 286. 



THE emperour Carus who had impioufly a/Turned the 
title of a god, being killed by lightning, and his fon Nu~ 
merianus^ Auguftus being cut off by the treachery of his uncle 
Aper, Dioclefian, a man of low birth, was falured emperour 
by the army which he then commanded in the Eaft, on the 
17th of September, 284, He defeated and flew Carinus, the 
fecond debauched fon of Carus, the year following, : in Maefia* 
and after this victory took the haughty name of Jovius from Ju- 
piter, and creating Maximian Crcfar, allotted to him the care and 
defence of the Weft. The Bagauda?, a people con/ifting chiefly 
of Peafants in Gaul, who had been attached to the intcrcft of 
Carinus, took up arms to revenge his death, under two com- 
manders Amandusand ./Elian. Dioclefian ordered Maximian to 
rnarch againft them, and on that occafion declared him Au- 
guftus and partner in the empire ; and tlpis new emperour af- 
iumed the furname of Herculeus, from the god Hercules^ In 
this expedition the moft judicious hiftorians place the martyr- 
dom of the Thcba?an legion. It feems to have received its 

flame from being raifed in Thebais, or Upper Egypt;, n country 

fuM 
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full of zealous Chriftians. This legion was entirely compofed 
of fuch, and St. Maurice, who feems to have . been the fir ft 
commanding officer that was then with it, might make it a point 
to admit no others among them. Dioclefian, in the beginning 
of his reign, was no enemy to the Chriftian religion, and em- 
ployed many who openly profeffed it, near his own pcrfdn, and 
in pofts of truft and importance, as Eufebius aflures us. Yet 
even private governours, and the giddy populace were at liberty 
to indulge the blindeft paflion and fury againil the fervants of 
Chrift, and Maxim ian, on certain extraordinary occafions, 
ftained his progrefles with the blood of many martyrs- The 
Thebean legion was one of thofe which were fent by Diocle- 
fian out of the Eaft to compofe his army for his expedition into 
Gaul. Maximian in crofiing the Alps made a halt with his 
army fome days, that the foldiers might repofe themfelves in 
their tedious march, while fome detachments filed off toward 
Triers. They were then arrived at Gctodurum, at that time a 
confiderable city on the Rhone, above the lake of Geneva, now 
a village called Martignac or Martigni in the Valais. Its epifco- 
pal fee feems to have been transferred to Sion in the fixth cen- 
tury. Here Maximian iflued out an order that the whole army 
fhould join in offering facrifice to the gods for the fuccefs of 
their expedition. The Thebean legion hereupon withdrew itfelf, 
and encamped near Agaunum, now called St. Maurice, three 
leagues from O6todurum. The emperour fent them repeated 
orders to return to the camp, and join in the facrifices \ and 
upon their conftant and unanimous refufal, he commanded 
them to be decimated. Thus every tenth man was put to 
death, according as the lot fell ; the reft exhoiting one another 
all the while to perfeverance. After the nrft decimation, a 1c- 
cond was commanded, unlefs the foldiers obeyed the orders 
given ; but they cried out over their whole camp, that they 
would rather fuffer all extremities than do any thing contrary 
to their holy religion. They were principally encouraged by 
three of their general officers, Maurice or Maur'icms., Exupe- 
rius and Candidus. St. Eucherius does not ftyle St. Muuririus 
the tribune, but Prirnicerius, which was the dignity oi the hi ft 
captain, next to that of the tribune or colonel. He calls Exu- 
periu3Campidu£tor or Major, and Candidus the fen ator oi the 
troops. The emperour fent frcih threats that it was in vain they 
confided in their multitude ; and that if they per Jilted in their 
difobedience, not a man among them fhould cicape death. The 
legion, by the advice of their generous leaders, anfwered him 
by a dutiful rcmonftrance, the fubftancc of which was asToI- 

Jgws ; c< Wc are your foldiers, but arc fervants of the true God. 
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C6 We owe you military fervice and obedience ; but we cannot 
* 6 renounce Him who is our Creator and Mailer, and alio 
'* yours, even whilft you reject him. In all things which ar£ 
c * not againft his law, we molt willingly obey you, as we 
5C have done hitherto. We readily oppoie all your enemies, 
* 6 whoever they are ; but we cannot dip our hands in the blood 
* c of innocent perfons. Wc have taken an oath to God before 
<c took one to you : you can place no confidence in our fe- 
" cond oath, fhould we violate the fir ft. You command us 
4t to punuh the Chriftians : behold we are all fuch. We con- 
** re is God the Father, author of all things ; and his Son Jefus 
* 6 Chrift. We have feen our companions /lain without Jament- 
* c ing them ; and we rejoice at their honour. Neither this ex- 
tremity to which we are reduced, nor any provocation hath 
<c tempted us to revolt. We have arms in our hands, but we 
6C do not refill, becaufe we had rather die innocent than live by 
cc any fin " This legion confirmed of about fix thoufand fix 
hundred men, who were all well armed, and might have fold 
their lives very dear. But they had learned to give to God 
-what is God's, and to Cajfar what is Crefar's, and they fliewed 
their courage more in dying than they had ever done in the moft 
haz^rdouj cnterprifes. Maximian having; no hopes of over- 
coming their conltancy, commanded his whole army to furround 
them, and cut them to pieces. They made no refiftance, but 
dropping their arms fuffered themfelves to be butchered like 
innocent flieep without opening their mouths, except mutually 
to encourage one another ; and not one out of fo great a num- 
ber failed in courage to the laft. The ground was covered with 
their dead bodies, and flreams of blood flowed on every fide. 
Maximian gave the fpoiJs of the (lain to his army for their booty, 
and the foldiers were making merry over them, when Viclor, 
a veteran foldier, who belonged not to that troop, happened to 
pafs by. They invited him to eat with them, but he dctcfling 
their feafl, offered to retire. At this the foldiers enquired if he 
was alfo a Chriltian. He anfwered that he was, and would al- 
ways continue one: upon which they inftantly fell upon him, 
and flew him. Urfus and Viclor, two (trailing foldiers of this; 
legion, were found at Solodora, now Soleure, and maflacred 
upon the fpot. 'J "heir i clicks are fiill preserved at Soleure* 
There fuffered at Turin about the fame time SS. Oclavius, Ad- 
vcutitius and Solutor, who are celebrated by St. Maximus in hip 
fermons, and by Knnodius oi Pa via, in his poems. Thcfe mar- 
tyrs were ftyled by Fortunatus, cc The happy legion." Their 
feftival is mentioned on this day in the martyrologics of St. Je- 

mm 9 Bede and others. St. Kucherius, Speaking of thejr re- 
liefs* 
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Jicks preferved at Agaunum in his time, fays : " Many come 
<c from divers provinces devoutly to honour thefe faints, and 
offer prefents of gold* filver and other things. I humbly pre- 
fent this monument of my pen, begging interceflion for the 
pardon of my fins, and the perpetual protection of my pa- 
trons (1)." He mentions many miracles to have been per- 
formed at their relicks; and fays of a certain woman who had 
been cured of a palfey by them, " .Now (he carries her own 
* c miracle about her (2)." The foundation of the monaftery 
of St. Maurice at Agaunum is generally afcribed to king Sigif- 
mund in 515 : but Mabillon (3) demonftrates it to have been 
more early, and that Sigifmund only repaired and enlarged it. 

In the martyrs we learn the character of true fortitude, of 
which virtue many form a very falfe idea. Real valour differs 
infinitely from that fury, rafhnels and inconfiderate contempt of 
dangers, which the bafeft paflions often infpire. It is founded 
in motives of duty and virtue: it doth brave and great things, 
«nd it beareth injuries and torments 5 nor this for hope of re- 
ward, the defire of honour, or the fear of punifliment 5 but 
out of a confcience of duty, and to preferve virtue entire. So 
infinitely more precious is the leafr. part of integrity than all the 
poffeflions of this world, and fo much does it overbalance all 
torments, that rather than to fuffer it to be loft or impaired in 
the leaft point, the good man is ready to venture upon all pe- 
rils, and behaves amidft them without terrour. This founda- 
tion of great and heroical performances, this juft and rational, 
this confiderate and fedate, this conftant, perpetual and uniform 
contempt of dangers, and of death in all its fliapes, is only de- 
jived from the Chriftian principle. The characters of true vir- 
tue go along with it, efpccially patience, humility and gentle- 
liefs. The Chriftian hero obeys the precepts of loving his ene- 
mies, doing good to thofe that perfecute him, bearing wrong- 
and being ready to give his coat, without repining, to him the . 
WOUH take away his cloak. 

On the fame DAY 

St. Emweran, Bifliop of Poitiers, M. Patron of Ratifbon. This 
holy pallor was a native of Poitiers, of an illuitrious family, and 
in his youth made a generous facrifice of the grcatelt temporal ad- 
vantages this world could afford, to confecrate himfclf to God in 
the miniftery of the altar. Being afterward, for hi a great learning 
jand fanctity, chofun biihop of Poitiers, in the feventh century, he 

preached the pure maxims of the gofpcl, with indefatigable y.eaU 
r without 



p) P. 275. (2) P. 278. (3) AnnaX JBensd. T. i. p. s 6a - 
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without refpett of perfons, in all the towns and villages of his dio- 
cefs, inftrutted all perfons publickly and privately, provided relief 
for the corporal neceflities of the poor, and fee king out the moil 
hardened finners in their hottfes, he, with wonderful /weetnefs and 
tender eloquence, drew them out Of their disorders, and led them, 
by the rules of fincere arid perfect penance into the paths of evcr- 
lafting falvation. After having laboured thus feveral years in the 
fanclification of fouls in his own country, he was fo touched with 
compalfion for the unhappy ftate of fo many thoufands of blind 
infidels and idolaters in Germany, that he refigned his epifcopal 
charge, and went to preach the gofpel in Bavaria. Theodon, 
who commanded in that country with the title of duke, undei king 
Sigebert III. detained him a long time at Ratifbon, and being de- 
firous to fix him there, offered him large revenues and lands. 
The. faint modelrly refufed to accept of them, faying it was his on- 
ly dofire to preach Chrift crucified. His whole conduct ma- 
nifeftly made it appear that he fought nothing but the falvation 
of fouls, and he converted a great multitude of idolaters After 
having preached there three years, and gained to God an incredi- 
ble number of infidels and hnners, he undertook a pilgrimage to 
Rome to venerate the relicks of the apoftles and martyr, ai.d to 
confuh the chief pallor upon certain difficulties. A troop of afiafiins, 
jlirred up by the -clamours and flanders of a wicked woman, pur- 
sued the holy man, and having overtaken him when he was, ad- 
vanced three days on his journey, they maffacred him in the molt 
inhuman manner, by cutting otF his fingers, ihen his hands, ears, 
nofe, legs and arms. They left him a maimed trunk, weltering 
in his blood, and in that condition he died with incredible tran- 
quillity of fotfl and patience in 653. St. Emmeran is honoured 
as patron of the city of Ratifbon, and of the great m naftcry 
which there bears his name. — See his life wrote by Aribo, bifhop 
of Frifingen in the following century; alfo Raderus in Bavaria 
Sanfla, T. 1. p. 42. Cointe, An. 652. 
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St. LINUS, Pope, M. 

CT. LINUS was the immediate fucceflbur of St. Peter 
^ in the fee of Rome, as St. Irenseus, Eufebius, St. E- 
piphanius, St. Optatus, St. Auftiti and others aflure us. Ter- 
tullian fays (i) that St. Clement was appointed by St. Pe- 
ter to be his fucceflbur j but either he declined that dignity till 
St. Linus and St. Cletus had preceded him in it ; or be was 
at firft only vicar of St. Peter to govern under him the Gentile 
converts, whilft that apoftle prefided over the whole churchy 
yet fo as to be chiefly taken up in inflru£Hng the Jewifh con«* 
verts, and in preaching abroad (2). St. Linus fucceeding St. 
Peter utter his martyrdom, fat twelve years (3), and is named 
among the martyrs in the canon of the Roman mafs, which is 
certainly older in this part than the facramentary of Gelafius, 
and of the greateft authority in this point. It is not indeed im- 
poffible that he might be called a martyr on account of his fuf- 
ferings for the faith, without dying by the fword,, St. Linus 
was buried on the Vatican hill near the tomb of St. Peter. This 
faint diftinguifhed himfelf among the illuftriousdifciples of the 
apoftles, who were formed upon their model to per feci: virtue, 
and filled with the holy fpirit of the gofpel. How Jittje are we 
acquainted with this fpirit of fervour, charity, meeknefs, pa- 
tience and fin cere humility, without which it is in vain that we 
bear the honourable name of Chriftians, and are a reproach and 
fcandal to fo facred a profeffion ! 

(1) Prefer, c. 32. (2) See Hammond, Pcarfon, Cave, Sec, 

(3) See tferti Chr. n. T. 2. and Chronologia primovum Pcmtificum i*x 
pidluris veccribus in bafilica. S. Pauli, ledente S. Lconc vcl Syiumn- 

cho, inter Oper. Anaflafri Biblkth. per ummique Blanchinum cdita, 

Roma? 1717. 
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See TUlemont T, 2. p. 60. zi^<7 gleaned the folio whig circurn* 
fiances of the life of this glorious faint fro?n the writings of ?nany 
primitive father s> no genuine aeJs of this holy virgin being ex- 
tant* Tertullian and St. Jerom informs us, that St. John de~ 
pofed a priejl at Rphefus for having forged falfe afis of SS. Paul 
and Thecla, and a book under that title zvas condemned by pope 
G daft us. The life of St. Theda publijhed by Baft of Scleucia in 
the fifth age is compiled from ihefe falfe acls \ confequently of no 
authority. 

The Firft Age. 

OT. THECLA, whofe name has always been moft fa- 
^ mous in the church, and who is ftyJed by St. J/idore of Pe- 
lufium and all the Greeks the protomartyr of her fex, was one 
of the brighteft ornaments of the apoftolick age. She was a 
native of Ifauria or Lycaonia. St. Methodius, in his Banquet 
of Virgins^ allures us that me was well verfed in profane philo- 
sophy, and in the various branches of polite literature, and he 
exceedingly commends her eloquence, and the eafe, ftrength, 
fweetnefs and modefty of her difcourfe. He fays that fhe re- 
ceived her inftrucStions in divine and evangelical knowledge; 
from St. Paul, and was eminent for her fkill in facred fcience. 
The fame father extols the vehemence of her love for ChrifT, 
which fhe exerted on many great occafions, cfpecially in the 
conflicts which flic fuftained with the zeal and courage of a 
martyr, and with a ftrcngth of body equal to the vigour of her 
rnind. St. Auftin, St. Epiphanius, St. Ambrofe and other fa- 
thers mention, that St. Paul by his preaching converted her to 
Hie faith at Iconium, probably about the year 45, and that his 
difcourfes kindled in her breafta vehement love of holy viginity, 
v/hich ftate (he eagerly embraced in an age which feemcd very 
tender for fo great a refolutioii. Upon this holy change Hie 
broke off" a treaty of maiiiage, which had been let on for>t by 
her parents with a rich, comely and amiable young nobleman, 
<>i one of the belt families in the country. St. (Jrcgory of 
Nyila fays (i) that this biclied virgin undeuook the faciifice of 

T t t 2 JierfeJf, 
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herfelf, by giving death to the flefh, pra&ifing on it great aufter 
rities, extinguifhing in herfelf all earthly affe£lions, and fub- 
duing her pailions by a life dead to the fenfes, fo that nothing 
ieemed to remain living in her but reafon apd fpirit ; the 
whole world feemed dead to her as fhe was to the world. 
St. Chryfoftom, or an author of the fame age whofe ho- 
mily is attributed to that father, lets us know that her pa- 
rents perceiving an alteration in her conduct, without being 
acquainted with the motive upon which (he acTled, plied her 
with the {Irongeit arguments, mixed with commands, threats, 
reprimands and tender perfuafives, to engage her to finish the 
affair of her marriage to their fatisfacYion. The young gentle- 
man, her fuitor, prelled her with the moft endearing flatteries 
and careflbs, her fervants intreated her with tears, her friends 
and neighbours exhorted and conjured her, and the authority 
and ih rears of the civil rnagiftrate were employed to bring her to 
the defired compliance. Thecla ftrengthened by the arm of the 
Almighty was pioof againft all manner of aflaults : and regard- 
ing thefe worldly Pagan friends as her moft dangerous. enemies, 
when (he faw herfelf fomething more at liberty from the fury 
of their perfecution, (he took the firft favourable opportunity 
of efcaping out of their hands, and fled to St. Paul to receive 
from him comfort and advice. She forfook father and mother, 
and a houfe abounding in gold and riches where £he lived in 
ftate and plenty : (he left h.er companions, friends and country, 
defirinp to poffefs only the treafure of the love and grace of God, 
-and to find Jefus Chrift, who was all things to her. 

The young nobleman to whom fhe was engaged, frill felt 
his heart warm with his paflxon for the faint, and inftead of 
overcoming it, thought of nothing but how to gratify it, or to 
be revenged of her, from whom he pretended he had recei veda 
grievous affront. In thefe difpofitions he clofely purfued, and 
at length overtook her, and as fhe frill refuled to marry him, 
he delivered her into the hands of the magiflrates, and urged 
fuch articles againft her, that flie was condemned to be torn in 
pieces by wild bcafts. Neveithelefs her rcfolutlon was invinci- 
ble. She was expofed naked in the amphitheatre, but clothed 
with her innocence ; and this ignominy 'enhanced her glory and 
her crown. Her heart was undaunted, her holy foul exulted 
and triumphed with joy in the midft of lions, pards and tigers; 
and flie waited with a holy impatience the onlct of thofc furious 
healls, whofe roarings filled even the fpe&ators with tcrrour. 
kut the lions on a fudden forgetting their natural ferocity, and 
the rage of iheir hunger, walked gently up to the holy virgin, 

and layinjr themfclvcs down at her feet, licked them, as if it 
7 b had 
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had been refpe&fully to Icifs, them : and at length, notwith- 
ftanding all the keepers could do to excite and provoke them, they 
jneekly retired like lambs, without hurting the fervant of 
thrift. This wonderful circumftance is related and fet off 
with the genuine beauties of unaffected eloquence, by St. Am- 
Brofe (2), St. Chryfoftom, St. Methodius,' St. Gregory Na- 
zianzen and other fathers. She was at anoiher time, by the 
divine interpofirion, delivered from the power of fire, and pre- 
ferved without hurt in the midft of the flames, as St. Gregory 
Nazianzen (3), St. Methodius and others teftify, who. add 
that fhe was refcued from many other dangers, to which the 
rage of perfecutors expofed her. A very ancient martyroJogy 
which bears the name of St. Jerom, publifhed by Florehtinius* 
mentions that Rome was the place where God extinguifhed the 
flames to. preferve the life of this holy virgin. She attended St. 
Paul in (everal of his apoftolical journeys, ftudyingto form her 
owii life upon that excellent model of Chriftian perfection. 
She is ftyled by St. Gregory Nazianzen, St Chryfoftom* St. 
Auftlri and others a virgin and martyr. Her fufferings juftly 
purchafed her this latter title, though Bede, in his martyrology, 
tells us, that fhe died in peafce; which is proved alfo from other 
authorities by Papebroch (4) and Tillemont (5). The latter part 
of her life fhe fpent in devout retirement in Ifauria, where fhe 
diedj and was buried at Seleucia* the metropolis of that coun- 
try. Over her tomb in that city a fumptuous church was built 
tinder the firft Chriftian emperours, which bore her name* 
was vifited by SS. Marana and Cyra, two female Anchorets 
mentioned by Tbcodoret and crowds of pilgrims, and render- 
ed famous by many miracles, as we learn both from Theodoret* 
St. Gregory Nazianzen, Bafil of Seleucia and others. The great 
Cathedral at Milan is dedicated to God in honour of StiThccIa, 
and has been long pofleffed of part of her precious remains 

If we defire to plcafe Ghrift, we muft imitate the faints 
in their, love of purity,, and in ftricl: chaflity. according to the 
circurhftances of our ftate. To obtain this great viitue, we 
rriufft earneftly beg it of God, praying him to infpire us with 
his lioly fear, to create in us an abhorrence of all fin. and dan- 
gerous cfecafi ons, to clean fc our affections, and to J teach us 
to fet the ftri&eft guard upon all our fenfes, efpecially upon 
our eyes, ears and tongue. Secondly, we rriuft ftudy lincero 
humility of heart, and live iii an entire difhuft in ourfelves and 

fear of dangers. To forget our weaknels, or to prefumc upon 
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our own refolution or ftrength is equally foolifh, fatal and cri- 
minal. Thirdly, We muff fhun all occafions which may in- 
cite and fire our paffions, efpecially all fond friendlhips or in- 
timacies between young perfons. Even fuch as are begun in the 
fpirit 3 without the utmoft precautions, will degenerate into a 
carnal affection. Fourthly, We muft be always* employed, al- 
ways eager in fome ferious exercifes which muft never leave us 
one moment idle. Devotions and labour or bufinefs mufl be 
alternately called in, fo that the devil may always find our mind 
taken up. Fifthly, We muft live in the habitual practice of 
frequently denying our inclinations:, and mortifying the fenfes. 
If we give our appetites full liberty in things that are not 
forbid, they will quickly matter us, and crave gratifications 
that are unlawful, with too great violence to be reftrained by us. 
We fhall not lofe courage at the name of penance and mor- 
tification, as many are apt lo do, if we look up at our eternal 
reward, and if we have before our eyes the aufterities which 
the moft tender virgins joyfully embraced for the fake of virtue. 
The habit of felfdenial once acquired will raife us above our 
fenfes^ render us mafters of ourfelves, make the remaining part 
of our life eafy, and reftore us in fome meafure to the hap- 
py ftate which our hrft parents enjoyed before their fin. We 
fhall be fo much the more perfectly conformed to the image of 
the Son of God, the more the old man is crucified, and the 
body of fin is deftroyed in us. 
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St. GERARD, Bp. of Chonad, M. 

From his cxaft life in Sarins^ Boffin ins Hi/?, Hung. Dec. 2. /. I. 
2. Weary T. 9. Goujct y jWexangni and Roiiffil 9 Vies des 
Saints, 1730. 

A. D. 1047. 

CT.GKRARD, the Apoflle of a large DM rift in Hungary, 
was a Venetian," and horn about the beginning of the 1 lth 
century. He renounced early the enjoyments ol the world, 
for faking family and eftatc to confecrate himfclf to the fur vice 

of God in a monatfery. i>y taking up the yoke of our Lord 

from 
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from his youth he found it tight* and bore it with conftancy 
and joy,. Walking always in the prefenceof God, and nourifhing 
in his heart a fpirit of tender devotion by afliduous hvjjy medita- 
tion and prayer, he was careful that his fiudies fhouJd never ex- 
tinguilh or impair it, or bring any prejudice to the humility 
and fimplicityby which he ftudied daily to advance in Chriftian 
perfection. After fome years, with the leave of his fuperiours, 
he undertook a priJgrimage to the holy fepulchre at JerufaJem. 
Pafling through Hungary, he became known to the holy king 
St. Stephen, who was wonderfully taken with his fincere piety, 
and with great earneftnefs perfuaded him that God had only 
infpired him with the defign of that pilgrimage that he might ailiit 
by his labours the fouls of fo many in that country who were pe- 
riling in their infidelity. Gerard, however, would by no 
means confent to Hay at court, but built a little hermitage at- 
Beel, where he pafled feven years with one companion called 
Maur, in the conftant practice of fafting and prayer. The 
king having fettled the peace of his kingdom, drew Gerard out 
of his folitude, and the faint preached the gofpel with wonder- 
ful fuccefs. Not long, after the good prince nominated him to 
the epi (copal fee of Chpnad or Chzonad, a city eight leagues 
from Temefwar. Gerard confidered nothing in this dignity, 
but labours, crofTes, and the hopes of martyrdom. The greater!: 
part of the people were infidels : thofe who bore the name of 
Chriftians in this diocefs, were ignorant, brutiih and lavage. 
Two thirds of the inhabitants of the city of Chonad were ido- 
laters : yet the faint, in lefs than a year made them all Chri- 
ilians. His labours were crowned with almoft equal fuccefs in 
all the other parts of the diocefs. The fatigues which he un- 
derwent were exceflivc, and the patience with which he 
bore ali kind of affronts, was invincible. He commonly tra- 
velled on foot, but fometimes in a waggon : he aiw^ys tcad or 
meditated on the road. Pie regulated every where ali things 
that belonged to the divine fervice with the utmoft care, and 
was folicitous that the lead exteriour ceremonies fhould be per- 
formed with great exadtnefs and decency, and accompanied 
with a lincerc fpirit of religion. To this purpofe lie u'ed to 
fay, that men, efpecially the grnfler part (winch i^ always the 
more numerous) love to be helped in their devo ion by the aid 
of their /enfes. The example ol our faint had a inure power- 
ful influence over the minds of the people than the moil moving 
difcourfes. He was humble, mod eft, mortified in all his ,cnfc:>, 
and feemed to have pcHc&ly fubdued all his pafhons. This 
victory he gained by a flricl watchlulnefs over huufelf. Once 
finding a fudden motion to anger riling in hb bread, he imme- 

'i t t 4 dia vly 
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d iately impofed upon himfelf a fevere penance, afked pardon of 
the perfon who had injured him, ana heaped upon hirn great 
favours. After fpending the day in his apoftolick labours, he 
employed part of the night in devotion, and fometimes in cut- 
ting down wood and other fuch actions for the fervice of the 
poor. All difrrefTed perfons he took under his particular care, 
an J treated the iick with uncommon tendernefs. He embraced 
lepers and per Ions afflicted with other loathfome difeafes with 
the grcateit joy and attention ; often laid them in his cwn bed, 
and had their fores d re fled in his own chamber. Such was his 
Jove of retirement, that he caufed feveral fmall hermitages of* 
cells to be built near the towns in the different parts of his dio- 
cefs, and in thefe he ufed to take up his lodgings wherever he 
came in his travels about his diocefs, avoiding to lie incities, 
that under the pretence of repofing himfelf in thefe folitaryhuts, 
he might indulge rhe heavenly pleafures of prayer and holy con- 
templation ; which gave him freflr vigour in the difcharge of 
his paftoral functions. He wore a rough hairflbirt next his Ikin, 
and over it a coarfe woollen coat. 

The holy king St. Srephen feconded the zeal of the good bi- 
fhop fo long as he lived. But that prince's nephew and ftu> 
ceflbur Peter, a debauched and cruel prince, declared himfelf 
the perfecutor of our faint : but was expelled by his own fub- 
je£ts jn 1042, and Abas, a nobleman of a favage difpofition, 
was placed on the throne. This tyrant foon gave the people 
yeafon to repent of their choice, putting to death all thofc no- 
blemen whom he fufpccled not to have been in his interelt, 
St. Stephen had eftablifhed a cuftom, that the crown fliould be 
prefented to the king by fome bifliop on all great feftivals. 
Abas gave notice to St. Geraid to come to court to perform 
that ceremony. The faint, regarding the exclulion of Peter as 
irregular, refuf'cd to pay the ufurper that compliment., and fore- 
told him that if he periiilcd in his crime, God would foon put 
an end both to his life and reign. Other prelates, however, gave 
him the crown : but two years after, the very perfons who had 
placed him on the throne turned their arms againft him, treated 
him as a rebel, and cut off his head on a fcaffold, Peter was 
recalled, but two years after banifhed a fecond time. The 
crown was then offered to Andrew, fon of Ladiflas, coufin- 
german to St. Stephen, upon condition that he fliould reitore 
idolatry, and extirpate the Chriftian religion. The ambitious 
jprince made his army that promife. Hereupon Gerard and 
three other bifhops fct out for Alba Regalis, in order to divert 
the new king from this facrilcgious engagement. When the 
four btfhops were arrived at Giod near the Danube, St, Gerard, 

ii Iter 
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after celebrating mafs, faid to his companions : " We (hall all 
** fufFer martyrdom to- day , except the bifhop of Benetha.'* 
They were advanced a little farther, and going to crofs the 
Danube, when they were fet upon by a party of foldiers, un- 
der Che command of duke Vatha, the moft obftinate patron of 
idolatry, and the implacable enemy of the memory of St, Ste- 
phen. They attacked St- Gerard firil with a fhower of frones> 
and exalperated at his meeknefs and patience, overturned his 
chariot, and dragged iucn on the ground, Whilft in their 
hands the faint railed himfelf on his knees, and prayed with the 
protornartyr St. Stephen : *« Lord, Lay nor this to their charge; 
*' for they know not what they do." He had fcarce fpoke thefe 
words when he was run through the body with a lance, and ex- 
pired in a few minutes. Two of the other bifhops named 
Bezterd and Buld, /hared the glory of martyrdom with him : 
but the new king coming up, refcued the fourth bifhop out of 
the hands of the murderers. This prince afterward repreiled 
idolatry, was fuccefsful in his wars againft the Germans that 
invaded his dominions, and reigned with glory. St. Gerard's 
martyrdom happened on the 24th of September, 1047. His 
body was firft interred in a church of our Lady near the place 
where he fufFered ; but foon after removed to the cathedral of 
Chonad. He was declared a martyr by the pope, and his re- 
mains were taken up, and put in a rich flirme in the reign of 
St„ Ladiflas. At length the republick of Venice, by repeated 
importunate intieaties, obtained his relicks of the king of Hun- 
gaiy, and with great folemnity tranflated them to their metro- 
polis, where they are venerated in the church of our Lady of 
Murano- 

T he good pallor refufes no labour, and declines no danger for 
the good of fouls. If the foil where his lot falls be barren, and 
he plants and waters without increafe, he never lofes patience, 
but redoubles his earneftnefs in his prayers and labours. He is 
equally fccure of his own reward if he perfeveres to the end ; 
and can fay to God, as St. Bernard remarks : Thou, O Lord, 
wilt not lefs reward my pains, if I fhall be found faithful to 
the end. Zeal and tender charity give him frefh vigour, and 
draw floods of tears from his eyes for the fouls which perifh, 
and for their contempt of the infinite and gracious Lord 
of all things. Yet his courage is never damped, nor docs he 
ever repine or difquiet himfelf. He is not authorized to curfc 
the fig-tree which produces 110 fruit, but continues to dig 
about it, and to dung the earth, waiting to the end, repay- 
ing all injuries with kindnefs and prayers, and never weary with 

renewing his endeavours, impatience and uneafuiefs in paftorjt 

never 
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never fpring from zeal or chanty ; but from felf-love., which" 
feeks to pleafe itfelf in the fuccefs of what it undertakes. The 
more deceitful this evil principle is, and the more difficult to 
be difcovered,the more careful mud it be watched againft. All 
fowernefs, difcouragement, vexation, and difguft of mind are 
infallible figns that a rriixture of this evil debafcs our intention. 
The pallor muff imitate the treafures of God's patience, good- 
nefs and longfuffering. He muit never abandon any firmer -to 
whom God, the offended party, ftill offers mercy. 
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St. C E O L F R I D, Abbot 



From BedeHift* I. 5. fcff /. De Vitis Abbot. Wh im. Item I de Tem- 
paribus* See Leland de Scriptor. Eulteau Hiji. L 4. Pitfeus, 



A. D< 716. 

E O L F R I D is the fame Teutonick riame with Ge- 
^ offroy, and fignifies Joyful, as Camden remarks. The 
faint was nobly born in Bernicia, and related to St. Bennet 
Bifcop, with whom he joined in the geneious refolution of 
quitting the world. With him he made a journey to Rome, 
partly out of devotion, and partly for improvement in (acred 
ftudies and divine knowledge. After their retuin he was St. 
Bennct's afliftant in the foundation of his monaiiery of St. Peter 
at Wiremouth, in the bifhoprick of Durham. St. Ceolfiid 
would have regarded it as his greateft felicity on earth if lie 
could have been as much forgotten by all creatures, and con- 
temned by every one as he contemned and irudicd 10 foroet 
himfclf : and he lived in his community as St. Antony and St. 
Hiiarion lived on their mountains, in the moft profound recol- 
lection, and in the praolicc of the molt auitere penance. When 
St Rennet built the monatUry oi St. Paul at J arrow, he fent 
Ceoltrid, with Seventeen monks, to lay the foundation of that 
ho 1 lie, and appointed him abbot. Our faint governed this ab- 
bey fe ven yean, in St Kcunct's life time, and was constituted, 

at 
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at the defire of that faint, in his laft ficknefs, abbot alfo of 
Wiremouth : from which time he prefided, for twenty-eighc 
years, over both thofe monafteries, which for their propinquity 
and conftant connection were ufually efteemed as one, and were 
generally fubjecl: to one abbot. St. Ceolfrid was diligent and 
active in every thing he took in hand, of a fharp wit, mature 
in judgment, and fervent in zeal. Bede, who had the happi- 
nefs to live under this admirable man, has left us moft authen- 
tick teflimonies of his learning, abilities and extraordinary 
fanclity. He was a great lover of facred literature,, and enriched 
the libraries of his two monafteries with a great number of good 
books : but baniflied thofe which could only ferve to entertain 
curiofity. To how great a pitch he carried the facred fciences 
in his monafteries, Bede is an inftance. He was frimfelf very 
learned. Naitan, king of the Pi&s, fent to him, defiring to 
be informed concerning the right time of celebrating Eafter, 
and the true form of the clerical tonfure. The holy abbot ftrong- 
ly proved and recommended to him the catholick cuftom of ob- 
ferving Eafter, and the Roman tonfure called St. Peter's, by a 
letter which Bede hath inferted in his hiftory (a). The king 
received it with great joy and fatisfaclion, and commanded 
both points to be received and obferved throughout his domi r 
nions.. This king likewife defired our, faint to fend him build- 
ers, who might erect a ftone church, after the manner of the 
Romans, promiling to dedicate it in honour of St. Peter. The 
abbot complied alfo with this requeft. 

St. Ceolfrid finding himfelf broken with age and infirmities, 
and no longer capable of teaching his monks, by word and ex- 
ample, the perfect form of monaftick obfervance, refigned his 
abbacy. The monks intreated him on their knees to alter hU 
refolution; but were obliged to acquiefce, and upon his recom- 
mendation chofe Huclhbert, or rather Hubert, i\ very learned 
prieft, abbot of both monafteries, in which then lived fix hun- 
dred monks. This being done, the faint having fung mafs in 
the morning, made them a flrong exhortation to mutual love 
and concord ; and for fear of being flopped by the grandees of 
the kingdom, who all held him in great veneration, let out im- 
mediately with a defign to perform a pilgrimage to the tombs 
of the apoftles.at Rome. On the road, befules the canonical 
hours, he every day fung the whole pfalter twice over, and al- 
io offered to God the faving victim in the mafs which he fung 

every 

(<i) L. 5. c. 22. St. Ceolfrid calls that tonfure St- Peter's, in 
which the crown was entire of the whole head ; but that Simon Ma- 
gu$*a, in which the circle was imperfect, and only on the forepart. 
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fevery day, except one when he was upon the fea, and the three 
Jaft days of his life. After travelling one hundred and fourteen: 
days, he arrived at Langres in France," where being flopped by 
flcknefs, he happily died 6n the twenty fifth of September, in 
the year of our Lord 716, of hfs age fet^enty four, of his facer- 
dotal character forty feveri, a*nd of h'is aobaltial dignity thirty 
five. He Was buried in the church of the three twin martyrs, 
SS. Speuflppus, EleUfipptfe arid Meleufippus. His relicks were 
afterward removed to his mortaftery of Jar-row, and thence, in 
the time of the Danifli devaftatioh's'j to ; GJaftenbury (1.) Ice- 
land faw a fquare ftorie at Jarrow, orf which" was this inscrip- 
tion : ** The dedication of the church o'f St. Paul at Jarrow, on 
** the ninth day before the calends of May, in the fifteenth year 
<c of king Ecfrid, and the fourth of the abbot Ceolfnd, the 



« builderof this church." 



The example of afl the faints fhews us, that virtue is* hot to' 
be attained without ferious endeavours, and much pains. We 
muft counteract our depraved inclinations, which have taken a 
wrong bent, that they may recover their dtte rectitude: the 
feeds of all virtues muft be planted in our hearts with fiicti care, 
that they may take root, fpring up, profper, and bring forth 
fruit every day more and more abundantly. The various exef- 
cifes of piety, religion and penance, and all the conditi6ns*'up- 
on which God has promifed his graces to us, muft bd |>erf6rmed 
with fervour, conftancy and perfeverance. The flothful and 
faint-hearted think every thing above their ftrength,* though 
they are never weary in labouring for this wretched world. If 
they fet about the bufiriefs of their falvation in good earnefly 
they will foon do with eafe and pleafure that which their in- 
dolence made them to look upon as impofiible : and they will 
quickly find that there is a moft delicious hidden manna in 
true virtue. Its poffefiion is to the foul a fpring of uninterrupt-^ 
ed pure joy, far beyond the vain delights of the world, and the 
filthy r)leafures of fin, even if thefe latterwere not mixed with 
the fritter draughts which always attend them. 



On the fame DAY 

St. Fjnbarr, firft bifliop of Cork, C, He is called by fome St- 
Barrus, or Barrocafs. Sir James Ware tells us that he flounihed in 

the 



(1) See A pp. ad. Martyr. Gallicr Maimed, de Reg. 1. 1 . c. 3 
U Monaft. An^l. 1. 1. c. 4. 
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the feventh age, about the year 630 (i), but in the next page (2), 
by an evident contradiction, places St. Colman, whom he acknow- 
ledges to have been his difciple, in the fixth century, and his death 
in 604. Indeed, the lives of Finbarrs difciples, St. Colman, St. 
fte/Tan, St Brendan, and others allure os, that he lived in the fixth 
age. He was a native of Connaught, and instituted a monaftery or 
ichool at Lough Eire, to which, as to the habitation of wifdom, and 
the fauctuary of all virtues, fuch numbers of difciples flocked, as 
changed as v were a defert into a large city. This was the origin 
of the city of Cork, which was built chiefly upon flakes, in rnarfhy 
little iflands formed' by the river Lee. St. Finbarr's difciple St. Col- 
man, ion of Lenin, founded the famous epifcopal fee of Cloyne, 
of which he was the firfl biftiop : he died on the fourth of No- 
vember, in 604. St. Neflan, who fucceeded St. Finbarr in his 
fchQoly and built the town of Cork, was another eminent difciple, 
trained up under his difcipline Sir James Ware and Tanner take 
notice, thac fome, with a MS. copy in the king's library at Lon- 
don, afcribe to St. Finbarr a letter on the ceremonies of baptifm, 
printed aniong the works of Alcuin. The right name of our faint, 
under which he was baptized, was Lochan ; the furname Finbarr, 
which was afterward given him, fignifles White or Grey Bearded. 
He was bifhop of Cork ieventeen years, and died in the midft of his 
friends at Cloyne, fifteen miles from Cork. His body was buried 
in his own cathedral at Cork, and his relicks, fome years after, 
were put in a filver fhri le, and kept there, this gieat church bear- 
ing his name to this day. St Finbarr's Cave, or Hermitage, was 
fhewn in a monaftery which feems to have been begun by our faint, 
and flood to the Weft of Cork. It was afterward given to the ca- 
nons' regular of St. Auftin, and was called Gill Abbey from Gill 
JEda 6 Mugin, a famous bifhop of Cork, in 1 170, who fo much 
increafed this houfe as to be regarded as its principal founder. — On 
St. Finbarr fee his MS. life in Trinity College. Dublin MS. 31. 
Giraldus Cambren. De Mirabiltbus Hibern. 1. 2. c. 49. Mr. Ch. 
Smith, Ancient and Prejent State of Cork, T. 1, &c. 

St, Firm in us, Bp. of Amiens, M. Among the difciples of St. 
Saturninus bifhop of Touloufc, about the 4 year 250, St. Honeftus, 
prielt of Nifmes, and apoftle of Navarre, was eminent for his zeal 
and learning. St. Firminus was inftrucled in the fchool of St. Ho- 
neftus, and being ordained bifliop, preached the faith in the terri- 
tory of Albi, in Auvergne and Anjou, at Beauvais, and laftly ac 
Amiens, of which city he is looked upon as the firll bifhop. He 
was there crowned vvith martyrdom, about the year 287. SceGa/- 
llu Cb.ift Nov. T. I. Tillcm. T. 3. Rivet Hijf. Liter, dc la France. 
T. 1. p. 307. 

(1) Ant. Hibem. in Monafteriologio I libera, p. 228. & Diatraba 
4c Jkcclef. Cathedral, p. 328. (2) P. 32^ 
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ft 

SS. Cyprian and Justina, MM* 

■ 

The etnprefs Eudocia? wife of Thcodofms the Younger ( who chofe 
her for his confort on account of her learning and /kill in philofo- 
phy ) wrote the hiftory of SS. Cyprian and Jitftina in a beauti- 
ful Greek poem 9 confifting of three books ; commended by Photius, 
who has given an ab/lracl of this work \ but the poem itfelf is loft, 
with many other elegant poetical compofitions of that princefs. The 
authentick Acls of thefe martyrs are likewife loft. But we have 

' flill extant the confejfion of St. Cyprian^ written by himfelf the 
fame that was made ufe of by St. Gregory Na%ian%cn and Eudo- 
cia : alfo two other genuine pieces , the one entitled^ The conver- 
Jion of Jtifiina and Cyprian ; the other an account of their ?nar- 
tyrdom* Mfo Prudentius Hymn. 13. p. 215. and St. Gregory 
jSFaz. Or. 18. ( though they by miflake confound this St. Cyprian 
with the bijhop of Carthage) and Photius Bibl. Cod. 184. give 
us the hiftory of thefe martyrs. See Tillemonty T. 5. Ceillier y 

7. 4. p. 89. Orft 9 T. 4. p. 80. 

A. D. 304. 

CT. Cyprian, furnamed the Magician, was an illuftrious 
^ inftance of the divine grace and mercy. He was a native 
of Antioch (not the capital of Syria, but a fmall city of that 
name, fituated between Syria and Arabia) which the Romans 
allotted to the government of Phoenicia, to the jurifdi<5lion of 
which province this martyr was fubjecl. The dcteftable fuper- 
ftitton of his idolatrous parents put them upon devoting him 
from his infancy to the devil, and he was brought up in all the 
impious myfterics of idolatry, judicial aftrology, and the black 
art. In hopes of making great difcoveries in thefe infernal pre- 
tended fciences, he left his native country, when he was grown 
up, and travelled to Athens, Mount Olympus in Macedon, 
Argos, Phrygia, Memphis in Egypt, Chald;ea, and the Indies, 
places at that time famous for liiperftilion and magical arts. 
When Cyprian had filled his head with all the extravagances ot 

thefc ichools of crrour and del ulioib he iluck at no crimes, 

blafphemed 
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blafphemed Chrift, and committed fecret murders, to offer the 
blood, and infpe£t the bowels of children, as decifive of future 
events. His fkill was employed in attempting the modefty of 
virgins, but he found Chriftian women proof again ft his aflaults 
and fpells. There lived at Antioch a young lady called Juftina, 
whofe birth and beauty drew all eyes upon her. She was born 
of Heathen parents, but was brought over to the Chriftian faith, 
and her converfion was followed by that of her father and mo- 
ther. A Pagan young nobleman fell deeply in love with her, 
and finding her modefty inaccenWe, and her refolution invin- 
cible, he applied to Cyprian for the aftlftance of his art. Cy- 
prian was no lefs frnkten with the lady than his friend, and 
heartily tried every fecret with which he was acquainted to con- 
quer her refolution. Juflina perceiving herfelf vigoroufly at- 
tacked, ftudied to arm herfelf by prayer, watchfulnefs and mor- 
tification againft all his artifices and the power of his fpells. 
" She defeated and put to flight the devils by the fign Of the 
66 holy crofs," fays Photius from Eudocia (1). St. Cyprian 
writes in his Confeffion : (2) " She armed herfelf with the .fign 
6C of Chrift, and overcame the invocation of the demons."' St* 
Gregory Nazianzen adds, cc Suppliantly befeeching the'Vir- 
cC gin Mary that fhe would fuccour a virgin in danger, fhe 
<c fortified herfelf with the antidotes of fafting,tears and prayers." 
Cyprian finding himfelf worfted by a fuperiour power, began to 
confider the weaknefs of the infernal fpirits, and rcfolved to 
quit their fervice. The devil, enraged to lofe one by whom 
he had made fo many conquefts of other fouls, aftailed' Cyprian 
with the utmoft fury, and having been repulfed in feveral other 
aflaults, he at length overfpread the foul of the penitent finner 
with a gloomy -melancholy, and brought him almoft to the brink 
of defpair at the light of his paft crimes. God infpired him in 
this perplexity to addrefs himfelf to a holy pricft named Eufe- 
bius, who had formerly been his fchoo!fellow : by the a»ivicc 
of this prieft he was wonderfully comforted and encouraged in 
his converfion. Cyprian, who in the prcflurc of his heart had 
been three days without eating, by the pounfel of.this charitable 
ilircclor, took Tome refrcflmient, aud.ou the following. Sunday, 
veiy early in the morning, was conducted -by him to .the, a fTc aw 
bly of the Chriftians; for though it was forbid for pbifons not 
initiated by baptifrn to aftifi at the celebration of the divine 
myfleries, this did not regard other devotions, to which- fuch as 
were under inftruciion in the faith might be admitted. The lb 
aflymMies were then held very early in the morning, both to 

watch 



(0 Cod. 184 



(2) P. 310. 
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watch in prayer, and for fear of the Heathens. So much was 
Cyprian flru»ck at the awful reverence and heavenly devotion 
with whjch this a£r. of the divine worfhip was performed, that 
he writes (3) of it : " I faw the choir of heavenly men*, or of 
€c ^ n g^Is nnging tp Qod, adding at the end of every verfe in 
cc the pfalms, the Hebrew word Alleluia, fo that they feemed 
<c not to be men (a). 9 ' Every one prefent was atfonifhed to fee 
Cyprian introduced by a prieft among them, and the bifhop was 
fcarce able to believe his own eyes ; or at leaft to be perfuaded 
that his converfion was fincere. But Cyprian gave him a proof 
the next day by burning before his eyes all his magical books, 
giving his whole fubftance to the poor, and entering hirnfelf 
among the catechumens. A^er due inftru&ion and preparation 
he received the facrament of regeneration from the hands of the 
bifliop. Agladius, who had been the firft fuitor to the holy 
virgin, was like wife converted and baptized. Juftina herfelf 
was fo moved at thefe wonderful examples of the divine mercy, 
that toe cut off her hair in order to dedicate her virginity to 
God, and difpofed of her jewels and al) her pofTeffiohs jto the 
poor. St. Gregory Nazianzen beautifully describes the aflo- 
nifhing change that was wrought in Cyprian, his edifying de- 
portment, his humility, modefty, gravity, joye of God, con- 
tempt of riches, and affiduous application to heavenly things. 
The fame father tells us, that out of hu niUty, with earneft in- 
treaties, he prevailed to be employed as f peeper of the church* 
Eudocia, tjunted by Photius, fays, he was made doorkeeper; 
but that, after fome time, he was promoted to the priefthood, 
and after the death of Anthimus, the biihqp of Antioch, was 
placed in the epifcopal chair. 

The perfecution of Dioclefian breaking out, Cyprian was ap- 
prehended, and carried before the governour of Phoenicia., who 

refide4 

(3) Cod. p. 329. 



(a) The ingenious Mr. Whar- 
ton, fub-preceptor of Weftmin- 
fter fchool, who had travelled in 

France, in his Ejjay on the Writ- 
ings and Genius of Mr. Pope, a- 
jnong feveral mifcellany ancc- 
dotew, makes the following re- 
flection (p. 325) : " I believe 
*' few perfons have ever been 
" prefent at the celebrating a 
*' mafs in a good choir, but have 
** been extremely allotted with 
*5 awe, if not with devotion. . , 



*' Lord Bolingbroke being one 
*' day prefent ar this folemnity, 
•* in the chapel at Vctfi'iiles, 
«' and feeing the bifliop elevate 
«' the hoft, whifpered his corn- 

*' pan ion, the marcjuis de 

*' If I were king of France, J. 
" would always perforin this cc- 
" remony rayfe!*." This is the 
tc/timony of profefled adverfa- 
rics and feoffors.*-* Sec alio dr. 
Taylor, &c. 
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refided at Tyre. Juftina had retired to Damafcus, which city 
at that time was fubjedl to the fame Prefidial ; and falling into 
the hands of the perfecutors, was pre fen ted to the fame judge; 
She was inhumanly fcourgedj and Cyprian was torn with iron 
hooks. After this they were both fent in chains to Dioclefian, 
refiding at Nicomedia, who upon reading the letter of the go- 
vernour of Phoenicia, without more add commanded their heads 
to be it ruck off: which fentence was executed upon the banks 
of the river Gallus, which pafles not far from the city of Nico- 
media. Theo£liftus, alfo a Chriftian, was beheaded with them 
for fpeaking to Cyprian as he was going to execution. Their 
relicks were procured by certain ChriftianS who came from 
Rome, and were carried by them thither on board their vefTel. 
In the reign of Conftantine the Great, a pious lady named Ru- 
fina, of the family of Claudius, built a church in their memo- 
ry, near the fquare which bears the name of that prince. Thefe 
relicks were afterward removed into the Lateran bafilick. 

If the errours and diforders of St. Cyprian fhew the dege- 
neracy of human nature enflaved to vice by fin, his conver- 
sion difplays the power of grace and virtue to repair it. 
How ftrangely the image of God is disfigured in man by fin, 
appears by the diforders of his fpfritual faculties, the undemand- 
ing and will, in which the divine refemblance was ftamped in 
the creation. Not onlv beafts and other creatures have revolt- 
ed from his dominion, and the fhattered frame of his body is 
made a prey to difeafes and death, but his will is rebellious^ and 
the paffions ftrive to ufurp the empire, and deftroy in his foul 
the government of reafon and virtue. Alfo the under ftandingj 
that fhould be the eye to the blind will, is itfelf blind, and the 
light within us is become darknefs. In the ftate of innocence 
it was clear, ferenc, and free from the vapours of the paflions : 
it directed the verdi dt of the imagination and the fenfes, and 
gave to the foul, by intuition, and without ftudy, a full view 
into all fpecuJativc natural truths, fuited to man's condition; 
but its moft valuable privilege was, that it taught man all the 
practical rules and notions of moral virtue firm and untainted, 
fo that he carried this law in his bofom, and had but to look 
into his own conference for the direction of his anions in the 
practice of all moral virtue, which by the ftrong afiiftance of 
grace was always eafy to him. His underftanding was alfo en- 
lightened by a perfect divine revclatioif, and his will found no 
obftacle in the cxcrcifcs of all theological, and other fupcrnatu- 
ral virtues. The molt fatal confequence and puniflunent of his 
difobedience we deplore in the extravagancies, folly, crimes and 

errours into which men are betrayed when they become; once 
Voi. HI, Uuu en> 
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enflaved to their pafBons. Religion and faith alone fecure us 
from thefe dangers, enlighten our underftanding, and offer us 
the means to reftorc the rectitude of the will. 

On the fame DAY. 

St. Eusebius, Pope, C. He fucceeded St. Marcellus in the pon* 
tiflcate, and Jlrenuoufly maintained the difcipline of the church in 
the rigorous obfervance of the penitential canons, ivith regard to 
penitent finners, efpecially thofc who had denied the faith in the 
perfecution. Many offended hereat, having at their head a turbulent 
man named Heraclius, gave him great diiturbance on this account 
but the true pallor ftood his ground with invincible patience. He 
was banifhed into Sicily by the tyrant Maxentius, but was called 
thence by God in a fhort time to eternal reft, in 310. The Libe- 
rian calendar informs us, that he fat only four months and fixteen 
days. See pope Damafus's epitaph or poem on this holy Confeffor. 

St. Colman Ei.o, Abbot, C. This eminent faint, who was born 
jn the province of Meath in Ireland, left hh own country very young,, 
in order entirely to devote himfelf to the divine feyvice. r i he more 
perfectly his heart was difengaged from the love of creatures, the 
more vehemently he found his foul attracted to God, and inflamed 
with divine love. Hence proceeded his ardour for the exercife of 
holy contemplation and prayer, and the cenftant union of his foul 
with God, whom he made the centre of his heart, and his whole 
happinefs. Having lived a confiderable time upon mount Bladin in 
Leinfter, and at Conner in Ulfter, he returned into Meath, and 
built there the great monaftery of Land-Elo, (nowLin-AUi, in King's* 
County) in which he trained up many in religious perfection. H12 
furname was given him from this place, to diltinguifh him from fe- 
veral other faints of the fame name. He was clofely Jinked with 
St. Columkille before that faint left Ireland. St. Colman Elo died 
on the twenty fixth of September, 610.— See U flier's Antkju. c. 18. 

St. Nilus, the Younger, Abbot. This iaint was of Grecian ex- 
traction, and born ar Roffana in Calabria, in 906. From his in- 
fancy he was fervent in religious duties, and in the practice of all 
virtues, and made confiderable progrefs both in profane and facred 
learning. He engaged in wedlock with a view to the fan din* cation 
of his foul by the faithful difcharge of the duties of that holy flate, 
and was careful in it to nourifli and improve the icntimcnts of virtue 
in his heart by frequent hours of holy retirement. Thefe he de- 
moted to religious meditation, reading and prayer, left the feeds of 
piety fliould be choked amidft the cares and bufinefs of the world. 
Though his attention to his obligations as a Chriftian held the full 
place with him, this was fo far from incroaching on his duties 10 
others, that it made him more diligent in them, liut then he was 
careful to fhun idle converfation, and the vain plealures and diver- 
fions of the world/ which are apt to blot out thofe ferious thoughts 
'which are impreiled upon our minds in the time of holy retirement. 
After the death of his wife, his love of folitude moved him to take 

fanfhiary in hi* beloved harbour of a monallcry, from the enibar- 

rafliucwti) 
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raffments of a publick life, and the glittering temptations of the 
world. He therefore retired into a convent belonging to the 
church of St, John Baptjft at Roflana, where his mind was en- 
tirely employed in converfing with God. The reputation of his ex- 
traordinary fanctity was foon fpread over the whole country, and 
many repaired to him for fpiritual advice. In 976, the archbishop 
Thebphyladtus, metropolitan of Calabria, with the lord of that ter- 
ritory, named Leo, many prieffo and others, went to fee him, ra- 
ther defiring to try his erudition and /kill, than to hear froti his 
mouth any leflbns for their edification. 'I he abbot knew their in- 
tention, but having faiuted them courteoufly, and made a fhort 
prayer with them, he put into the hands of Leo a b ok, in which 
were contained certain maxims concerning the fmall number of the 
elect, which feemed to the company too fe-.'ere. But the faint un- 
dertook to prove them to be clearly founded in the principles JaidL 
down, not only by St. Bafil, St. Chryfoftom, St. Ephrem, St. The- 
odore the Studite, and other fathers, but even by St. r^aul and the 
gofpel itfelf ; adding, in the clnie of his difcourfe : " Thefe max- 
«« ims feem dreadful, but they only condemn the irregularity of your 
" deportment. Unlefs your lives be altogether holy, you will noC 
*« efcape everlafting torments." Thefe words ltruck terrour into all 
that heard the faint fpeak, which they exprcfled by deep fjghs and 
groans. One of the company then afked the ;ibbot, whether Solo- 
mon was damned or faved ? To which he replied : What does in 
«* concern us to know whether he be faved or no ? Rut it behoves 
66 you to reflect, that Chrilt denounces damnation again ft: all per- 
*' perfons who commit impurity " This he faid, knowing the per- 
<f fon who put that qucftion to-be addicted to that vice. The faint: 
6e added : if 1 would defire r.ither to know whether you will be; 
" damned or faved As for Solomon, the holy fcripture makes no' 
" mention of his repentance, as it does of that of Manafles." 

Euphraxus, a vain and haughty nobleman, was fent governour 
of Calabria from the imperial court at Conllantinople. St. Nilus- 
made him no prefents upon his arrival, as other abbots did : on 
which account the governour fought every occafiou of mortifying 
the fcrvant of God; But fhortly after falling tick, he fent for the 
faint, and falling on his knees, begged his pardon and pr ayers, and 
defired to receive the monaltick habit from his hands. St. Nilns 
rcfufed a long time to give it him, faying: 14 Your baptifmal vows 
" arc Sufficient for you. Penance requires no new vowu, but a fin- 
" cere change of heart and life.' 7 Kuphraxus was n -t to be fatii- 
fied, and continued fo urgent, that: tin: faiuc at length gave him the 
habit. The governour made all his fluvc^ iree, dilliibutcd his per- 
sonal eflate among the poor, and died thiee days aftci in great: feu • 
timcnts of compunction. Sc Nilus rcfufed the biihoprjck oJ Capua, 
and rejected prciling invitations to go to Conll antinople ; but the? 
Saracens conquering Calabria, Ahgern, abbot of JVhuint Cailiuo, 
bellowed on him the abbey of bright- Valley, where St. Nijuj took 
refuge with his community. 
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The emperour Otho II I. coming to Rome to expel Philagatus* 
biflhop or Placentia, whom the fen? tor Crclcentius had let up 
an ti pope againll Gregory V. St. Nilus went to intercede with the 
pope and emperour, that the anti-pope might be treated with mild- 
nefs, as he was a bifhop, and was received with great honour, 
Otho making a pilgrimage to mount Gargano, paid a viiit to St. 
Nil us, but was furprifed to fee his monailery confining of poor fcat- 
tered huts, and faid : " Thefe men are truly citizens of heaven, 
** who live in tents as Grangers on earth.'' St Nilus conducted the 
emperour firfl to the oratory, and after praying there foniC time, 
entertained him in his cell. Otho prefled the faint to accept lome 
fpot of ground, in whatever part of his dominions he ihould choofe 
at, promifing to endow it with competent revenues. St ISJilus thank- 
ed bi.-» majtity ; but returned him this anfwer : " If my brethren are 
truly monks, our divine Matter will not for fake them when I am 
* c gone 11 In taking leave the emperour faid to him : " Alk what 
ci you pleafe, as if you were my fon : I will give it you with joy and 
* e picture " ! he abbot I ying his hand upon the emperour's breail, 
faid : " 7 he only thing J a(k of you is, that you would fave your 
* c foul Though emperour, you muft die, and give an account 
*' to God, like other men." Our faint was remarkable for an emi- 
nent fpirit of prophecy, of which many inltances are recorded in his 
life. In his old age he retired to Frefcati, near Rome, whore he 
died, in looz, being about ninety-fix years old. A community was 
formed in that place after his death, called of Grotta Ferrata, at 
Frefcati, which ftill follows the rule of St. Bafil. — See the life of 
St. Nilus, compiled by a difciple of the faint, in Baronius, Annal. 
T. io. Fleury, 1. 57. n. 5. D'Andilly, Saints Uluftres. 

SEPTEMBER 27. 

SS. COSMAS and DA MI AN, MM. 

See Ado's Martyr oL with the comments of monfignor Georgil^ Bede* 
Ufuard^St. Gregory the Great y and St. Gregory of Tours. Their 
Acls arc Jo disfigured by modern Greeks > as to be of no account. 

About the year 303. 

C*S. Cosmas and Da mi an were brothers, and born in Ara- 
* 1 but. but ihalicd the faiences in Syria, and became eminent 
for their (kih in phyfick. Being Chriftiaus, and full of that 

holy temper of charity, ia which the fnirit of our divine reli- 
gion 
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gion confifts, they praflifed their profeiHon with great appli- 
cation and wonderful fuccefs •> but never took any gratifi- 
cation or fee on which account they are ftyled by the 
Greeks Anargyri^ that is, without fees, becaufe they took no 
money. They lived at -/Egse, or ./Egrea, in Cilicia, anc? were 
remarkable both for the love and refpecTf. which the people 
bore them on account of the good offices which they received 
from their charity, and for their zeal for the Chriftian faith, 
which they took every opportunity their profeffion gave 
them, to propagate. When the perfecution of Dioclefian be- 
<ran to rage, it was jmpofiible for perfons of fo diftin^uifhed a 
character to lie concealed. They were therefore apprehended 
by the order of Lyfias, governour of Cilicia, and after various 
torments were beheaded for the faith. Their bodies were car- 
ried into Syria, and buried at Cyrus. Theodoret, who was 
bifhop of that city in the fifth century, mentions that their re- 
licks were then depofited in a church there, which bore their 
names (1). He calls them two illuftrious champions, and va- 
liant combatants for the faith of Jefus Chrift. The emperour 
Juftinian, who began his reign in 527, out of a religious re- 
gard for the treafure of thefe precious relicks, enlarged, embel- 
iifhed and frrongly fortified this city of Cyrus : and finding a 
ruinous church at Conftantinople, built in honour of theie mar- 
tyrs, as is faid, in the reign of Theodofius the Younger (who 
died in the middle of the fifth age) raifed a ftately edifice in its 
room, as a monument of his gratitude for the recovery of his 
health in a dangerous fit of ficknefs, through their interceffion, 
as Procopius relates (2). To exprefs his particular devotion to 

U u u 3 thefc 

(1) Theodoret, cp 133. (2) Procop. de y^Edific. Juftinian. I. 2. 
c. n. 



(a) Boerhaave takes notice, 

that before there were any pro- 
felled phyficians, it was the cuf- 
tom among the ancient Egyp- 
tians, when any one was fick, 
to enquire of neighbours and 
paiK*njver«- , if they knew any re- 
medies proper for the patient, 
lint ever unco the 11 tidy of phy- 
f;ek has been a piofcllion, it has 
been both honourable and lucra- 
tive. The cuftoinary yearly fd.i- 
ry which princes paid their phy- 
ficians, about the time of ChrHPs 
birth, was two hundred and fif- 



ty fiftcrtia, or above two thou-' 
fand and eighteen pounds ilerling. 
Stertinius complained that he 
had only afalary of five hundred 
feltertia, or four thou fand thirty 
fix pounds, nine (hillings and two 
pence, when he had by his pri- 
vate practice fix hundred feller- 
tia, or four thou fand eight hun- 
dred forty three pounds fifteen 
/hillings. See dr. Arburthnot's 
book On Corns; and nir, Will. 
Smith's book of Rcmarh on tha 

fame, pag. 220. 
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thefe faints, he built alfo another church under their names at 
Confrantinople. Marcel 1 in us, in his chronicle (3), and St. 
Gregory of Tours (4) relate feveral miracles performed by 
their intcrceilion. Their relicks were conveyed to Rome, where 
the holy pope St. Felix, great-grand father to St. Gregory the 
Great, built a church to their honour, in which thefe relicks 
are kept with veneration to this day. 

Thefe faints regarded it as a great happinefs, that their pro- 
feflion offered them perpetual opportunities of affording comfort 
and relief to the moft diftreffed part of their fellow creatures. 
By exerting our charity towards all in acts of benevolence and 
beneficence, according to our abilities 5 and in treating enemies 
and perfecutors with meeknefs and good offices, we are to ap- 
prove oune-ivcs followers of Chrifr, animated with his fpirir. 
Thus we Qiall approach neareft in refemblance to our divine 
original, and fhew ourfelves children of our heavenly Father, 
who bears with the mod grievous finners, inviting them to re- 
pentance and pardon, and {Lowering down his mercies ?ud be- 
nefits upon them. He only then aims himfelf with his juftice 
againff them, when they by wilful malice forfeit his grace, 
and obftinately difappoint his gracious love and kindnefs. His 
very nature is boundlefs goodnefs, and continual emanations of 
mercy defcend from him upon his creatures. All the cattered 
perfections and bleffings which are found in them, come from 
this fource. In the imitation of the divine goounefs, according 
to our abilities, at leafi: in the temper of our mind, confifls that 
Chriftian perfection, which, when founded in the motive of 
true charity, is the accomplifhment of the law. Men engaged 
in profeffions inftituted for the fervice of their neighbour, may 
fanclify their labour or induftry, if actuated by the motive of 
charity towards others, even whilft they alfo have in view the 
juflice which they owe to thcmfrlves and their family, of pro- 
curing an honeft and neceffary fubfiltence, which is itfclf often 
a ftrici obligation, and no lefs noble a virtue, if it be founded in 
motives equally pure and perfect. 

(3) Ad an. 516. (.j) L. de Glor. Mart. 



On the fame DAY 



SS. Tu r. v.v. a r , Count of Allan, and Dklphina. St. Elacar 
was dclceuded of the anciuu and illuRrious family of Sabran in 
Province ; his hither. Mermen gaud of Sabran, was created count 
of Arian in the kingdom of Naples ; his mother was Laud una of 
Allies, a family no Id's diflinguifhed for its nobility. The faint was 
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born jn 1295 at An fo is, a caftle belonging to his father in the 
<liocefs of Apt. Immediately after his birth his mother, whofe 
great piety and charity to the poor had procured her the name of 
The Good Countefs, taking him in her arms, offered him to God, 
with great fervour bes^ine; that he mi^ht never offend his divine 
majefty, but might rather die in his infancy than live ever to be 
guilty of fo dreadful an evil. The child feemed formed from his 
cradle to piety and virtue j nor could he by any means be fatisiied 
if he law any poor beggar, till he was relieved ; for which reafon 
his nurfes and governefs were obliged to have their pockets always 
furniftied with bread and fmall money, in order to give fomething 
to every poor perion they met when they took him abroad ; and ic 
was his delight to divide his dinner with poor children. The fir ft 
impreihons of virtue he received from his mother, but thefe were 
perfected by his religious uncle William of Sabran, abbot of St. 
Victor's at Marfeilles, under whom he had his education in that 
monaltcry. In his tender age he wore a rough knotiy cord, armed 
with fharp pricks, which galled his flefli, fo that it w as difcove;ed 
by blood iftuing from the wounds The abbo^ feverely chid him for 
this and fome other extraordinary aullerities which he praclifcd, 
calling him a felf-murderer ; yet lecretly admired fo great fervour 
in a tender young lord. The faint was only ten years old when 
Charles II. king of Sicily and count of Provence, caufed him to be 
affianced to Delphina of Glandeves, daughter to the lord of Pui- 
Michel, Ihe being no more than twelve years of age, Three years 
after, in 1308, the marriage was folemnized at the caftle of Pui- 
Michel : but at the fuggeftion of the young lady, they both fecretly 
agreed to live together as brother and lifter. The aufterity with 
which they kept Lent, revived the example of the faints of the pri- 
mitive ages ; and they failed almoft in the fame manner Advent 
and many other days in the year. They lived feven years at Anfois : 
after which they removed to the caftle of Pui- Michel. Elzcar had 
till that time lived with his parents, in the moll dutiful and re- 
fpeclful fubjection to them. Pie left them, with their confent, only 
for the fake of greater folitude, and that he might be more at liberty 
to purfue his exercifes of devotion and piety. J he faint was twenty- 
three years old when by their deaths he inherited his father's ho- 
nours and eftates ; but thefe advantages he looked upon merely as 
talents and inftruments put into his hands to be employed for the 
advancement of piety, the fupport of juftice, and the relief and pro- 
tection of the poor. By fervent and afliduoiis prayer and meditation 
on heavenly things he fortified his ibul agai nit the poifon of all in- 
< innate i eve of creatures: he perfectly undcrilootl the lalfhood and 
i.hifjoji ot ail thole things which flatter aud dazzle the fenics, and 
he had a fovcreign contempt and diltaltc for all that can only ferve 
to feed lelf-love. Kter nal goods were the fole object of his de- 
sires. He recited every day the oflice of the church, with many 
other devotions, and he communicated ahnoit every day, iliiving to 
do it every time with greater devotion. He laid one day to L'cl- 
yliina; ** I do not think a man on earth can enjoy any pleafure 

1J u ei 4 " equal 
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** equal to that which I feel in the holy communion. It is the greateft 
*' delight and comfort of a foul in her earthly pilgrimage, to receive 
** moff frequently this divine facrament." In prayer he was often 
favoured with raptures and heavenly graces. By the conltant habitu- 
al union of his foul with God he never found any difficulty in keeping 
it recollected in all places and at all times. He often watched great 
part of the nights on his knees in prayer. His devotion was not mo- 
rofe, becaufe it was true and perfect : it rendered him always plea- 
fant, mild and agreeable to everyone in converfation, though if in 
company the difcourfe turned on worldly trifles his thoughts took 
their flight fo intenfely towards God, that he was not able to liften 
to what was faid, or he found fome genteel excufe to withdraw to 
his clofet. 

It is a dangerous miflake to imagine that one pan be devout 
merely by fpending much time in prayer, and that devout per- 
sons can fall into a flothful and carelefs neglect of their tern 
poral concerns On the contrary only iolid virtue, is able to do 
bufinefs, and to difpatch it well It taught Abraham, Ifaac and 
Jacob to be careful houfekeepers, and excellent matters of fa- 
milies : it taught Mofes to be a great legiflator and commander, 
Jofue to be a brave general, David a wife king, and the Machabees 
invincible foldiers In like mannner St, Elzear was rendered by 
his piety itfelf moll faithful, prudent and dexterous in the manage- 
ment of temporal affairs both dqmeftick and publick ; valiant in 
war, active and prudent in peace, faithful in every duty and trull, 
and diligent in the care of his houfhold. When he firft began to 
keep houfe at Pui- Michel, he made the following regulations for 
his family, which he took care to fee always obferved : " 1. Every 
•* one in my family mall daily hear mafs, whatever bufinefs they 
*' may have. If God be well ferved in my houfe, nothing will be 
4t wanting. 2. Let no one fwear, curife or blafpheme, under pain 
«* of being feverely chaftifed, and afterward fhamefully difmiiTed. 
«* Can I hope that God will pour forth his heavenly bieflings on 
** my houfe, if it is filled with fuch mifcreants who devote themfelves 
** to the devil ? Or can I endure /linking mouths which infect 
*' houfes, and poifon the fouls of others? . . 3. Let all perfons ho- 
m * nour charlity, and let no one imagine that the leaft impurity in 
*' word or action fhali ever go unpunimcd in Elzear's houfe. It is 
*' never to be hoped for of me, 4. Let all men and women con- 
• - fefs their fins every week : and let no one be fo unhappy as not 
V to communicate at leaft on all the principal feftivals, namely, 
44 Chriftmas, Eafter, Pentecofl and the fcafts of our Lady. . . 5. Let 
" no perfons be idle in my houfe. In the morning the flrft thing fliall 
** be, that every one raife his heart to God with fervent prayer and 
** oblation of himfelf, and of all his actions: then let all go to 
4t their buiinefs, the men abroad, the women at home. In the 
*' morning a little more time Jfhall be allowed for meditation; but 
* - away with thofe who are perpetually in the church to avoid the 
44 bufinefs of their employments. This they do, not becaufe they 
*• love contemplation; but becaufe they dclire to have their work 

' " done 
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*« done for them. The life of the pious woman, as defcribed by 
f* the Holy Ghoft, is not only to pray well, bat alfo to be mo deft 
f* and obedient, to ply her work diligently, and to take good care 
" of the houfhold. The ladies fhall pray and read in the morn* 
f ings, but fhal) fpend the afternoons at fome work. 6. I will have 
*' no playing at dice, or any games of hazard There are a thou* 
*f fand innocent diverfions, chough time pafles foon enough with- 
*' out being idly thrown away. Vet f delire not my cattle to be a 
49 cloifter, nor my people hermits. Let them be merry, and fome- 
et times divert themfelves ; but never at the expencc of confcicnce, 
*' or with danger of offending God. . . 7. Let peace be perpetually 
*' maintained in my family Where peace reigns, there God dwells.- 
*' Where envy, jealoufy, fufpicions, reports and /landers are har- 
*? boured, in one family two armies are formed, which are conti- 
6t nually upon the watch and in ambufh to furprife one aaother, 
" and the mailer beileged, wounded and devoured by them both. 

V Whoever will well ferve God, he lhall be dear to me ; but 
'f I will never endure him who declares himfelf an enemy of God. 

V slanderers, detractors, and diforderly fervants tear one another 
*f to pieces. AH fuch as do nut fear God, cannot be trufted by their 
*' mailer ; but they will eafily make a prey of his goods. Amidlfc 
' 1 fuch he is in his houfe as in a trench befieged on every fide by 

V enemies. 8 If any difference or quarrel happen, I will have the 
** precept of the apoiHe inviolably obferved, that the fun fet not 
** before it be appeafed : but in the inftant that it falls out, let ic 
*' be quaftied, and all manner of bitternefs laid in the tomb of 

V forgetfulnefs. 1 know the impoflibility of living among men, 
l< and not having fomething to fuffer. Scarce is a man in tune 
94 with himfelf one whole day ; and if a melancholy humour comes 
« c on him, he knows not well what he himfelf would have. Not 
91 to be willing to bear or pardon others, is diabolical : but to love 
99 enemies, and to render good for evil, is the true touchftone of the 
" fpns of God. To fuch fervants my houfe, my purfe, and heart 

V fhall be always open : I am willing to regard them as my ma- 
91 iters. 9 Every evening all my family mall a tremble to a pious 
" conference, in which they fhall hear fomething fpoken of God, 
" the falvation of fouls, and the gaining of paradife. What a 
4t fhame is it, that though we are in this world only to gain heaven, 
-t we feldom ferioufly think of it ; and fcarce ever fpealc of ic but 
94 at random ! O life, how is it employed ! O labours, how ill are 
91 they beftowed f For what follies do we fweat and toil I . . . Dif- 
41 courfes on heaven invite us to virtue, and infpire us with a dif- 
4i reliih of the dangerous pleafures of the world. By what means 
*' fa all we learn to love God if we never fpeak of him ? . • . Let 
4i none be a blent from this conference upon pretence of attending 
*• my affairs. J have no bufinefs which fo nearly toucheth my 
41 heart as the falvation of thofc that ferve me. They have given 
4< thcmfelvcs to me, and I rcfign all to God, matter, fervants, and 
a< all that is in my power. 10. 1 moft ftrictly command that no of- 
" fixer or fcrvant under my jurifdiclion or authority injure any man 

" in 
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c * in goods, honour or reputation, -or opprefs -any poor perfon, or 
Tuin any one -under colour of doing tny buSnefs. I will no: have 
■** my colfers filled by emptying thofc -of others* -or by fquce&ing the 
-blood out of the veins, and the m arrow-out of the bones of the 
** poor. Such blood -fucking wicked fervants, to evirich their rna- 
iters, damn both rafter? and themfclves. Do you imagine that 
c * a. maHer who giveth five Shillings -in alms, wipeih away the theft 
** of his fervants who have torn oat the entrails of the poor, whofe 
cries for vengeance snour.t up to heaven. I had rather go naked 
* c to paradise, than being clothed with gold and fearlec be dragged 
<% with the Smpiousrich -.nan into hell. We '{hall be wealthy enough 
*• if wc fear God. Any fubilance acquired by injufticc or oppref- 
ct Son, will be iike a 5re hidden under the earth, which -will rend, 
<v wafte, and throw down or confume the whole. Let fourfold be 
jreftored if I be found to have any thing which is another's: and 
*• let my dealings be publick, and let ail who have been -aggrie\'«.d 
*« on my account, may iind redrefs. Shall a man whofe treafvsre^ 
«* are in heaven, be fo fond of earthly dirt ? J came naked out -of 
** the womb of my mother, and {hall quickly return naked into the 
** womb of our common mother, the earth. Shall I, fur a moment 
ct of life between thefe two tombs, hazard the falvation of my foul 
* c for eternity ? if fo, faith, virtue and rcafon would be wholly ecHpf- 
* c edyjand arl underftanding'blailed.'" 1 St. Elaear let himfelf the £rfi 
ex'a'snp-lc in every .point which he prefcribed to others. I-]e was par- 
ticularly careful chat if any one let fall the leaii .injurious <t>r angry 
^verd againfl another, he £hou Id aik pardon, and -snafce fat is faction, 
this humiliation -being the moll eavy and -eiFeflual remedy of a paiEon 
'which always takes its rife from pride. Delphrna -concurred with 
ner huiband in all his views, and was perfectly obedient to him, 
No eoldnefs for fo much as one moment ever interrupted the har- 
snony or damped the afFeclions of this holy ^couple. The pious 
counters was very fenfible that the devotions of a married woman 
ought to be ordered in a different manner from thofe of a religious 

perfon ; that con tempi ation is the fitter of action, and that Martha 
and Mary moll mutually help one another. Her time was fo regu- 
lated, that (lie had certain hours allotted for fpiritual-exercifes, and 
others for her houfhold affairs and other duties. The care with 
•which flic looked into the eoconomy of her houfe was a fenfible 
proof of the interiour order in which me kept her own foul. No- 
thing was more admirable than her attention to all her domeflicks, 
and her prudent application that peace mould be obferved, the fear 
of God and all virtues well entertained, and .all brawling, talebearing;, 
and other plagues of families baniihed. She loved her fervants as 
her -children, and {he was honoured by them as a mother and as a 
faint. In this example it appeared how truly it is faid, that good 
and virtuous m afters make good fervants, and that the families of 
faints arc Ood's families. Alaiia, lifter of Delphiria. lived with her, 
and was her faithful companion in all her pious c&crcilcs. It feemed 

that all that came under .the roof of lilicar contracted a ipivit of 
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fmcere piety ; fo great is the influence of good examples fet by 
jnaflerb and miftrefles. 

The gate through which the rich muft enter heaven is mercy and 
chaiity to the poor. St. Elzear often vihted the bofpitals, efpecially 
thole of lepers, whofe loathfome fores he frequently kiffed, cleanfed 
an J djt'iTLd with his own hands. He every day wafhed the feet of 
twehe poor men, and often ferved them himfelf performing the office 
of a carver and cupbearer. He was the common father of all that 
were in dihYefs. ai d provided large granaries of corn and itore- 
houfeo of all other proviflons for their relief. Being one day afked, 
why he fo tenderly loved beggars ? he anfwered with great feeling: 
*<■ jiecaufc the bofom of the poor is the trea.ury of Jcfus Chrifl. " 
Hj ufed to fay : 4 ' How can we afk God to bellow on us his king- 
dom, if we deny him a cup of water? How can we pray for his 
grace if we deny him what is his own ? Does not he too much, 
hononr us in vouchfafmg to accept any thing from us ? 11 Jn a 
time of fcarcity in 17.10, his alms ieemed to furpafs all bounds. 
Afte- his father's death he was obliged to go into the kingdom of 
Naples, to take pofleffion of the county of Arian. JBut the people 
being inclined to favour the the houfe of Aragon againftthe French, 
ana defpifing the meeknefs of the young prince, revolted and re- 
fined to acknowledge him. Elzear oppofed to their rebellion for 
three years no other arms than thofe of meeknefs and patience; 
which his friends reproachfully called indolence and cowardice. 
His coufm the prince of Tarento one day told him, that his con- 
duel hurt the common caufe of his country, and faid : " Allow me 
to take thefe rebels to tafk for you. I will hang up half a thou- 
find, and make the reft as pliant as a glove. It is fit among the 
good to be a lamb, but with the wicked to play the lion. Such in- 
folence muft be curbed. Take your cafe : fay your prayers for 
me, and I will give fo many blows for you, that this rabble fhall 
give you no more trouble " Elzear fmiling, replied : What J 
would you have me hegin my government with mafTacrcs and 
lood ? I will overcome thefe men by good offices. It is no great 
matter for a lion to tear lambs ; but for a lamb to pull a lion in 
pieces is admirable. Now, by God's affiflance, you will fhortly 
fee this miracle " The prince could not relifh fuch langnage ; 
but the effect verified the prediction. For the citizens of Arian of 
their own accord became afhamcd of their rebellion, and with the 
grcnteft fnbmitiion and refpeel invited the faint to take pofleffion of 
his territory, and ever after loved and honoured him as their fa- 
ther, ar discovered the true motive why he bore fo patiently 
thefe inf. » If, and injuries, faying: *« If I receive any affront, or feel 
any n nvemontof impatience begin to arife in my breaft, I turn 
all my thoughts towards Jefu^ Chrifl, crucified, and fay to myfclf : 
Can what [ killer bear any companion with what Jefus Chrifl 
was pleated to undergo forme? " Thus to triumph over injuries, 
was not want of courage, but the moll heroic k greatnefs of foul, 
and true Chrifl tan generality. This was the conllant conduct of our 
faint. To mention one other inftancc : Among the papers which 
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his father left, the good count found the letters of a certain officer 
under his command, filled with outrageous calumnies againit him, 
and perfuading his father to difinherit him, as one fitter to be a 
monk than to bear arms. Delphina was moved to indignation upon 
reading fuch impudent invectives, and laid fhe hoped he would 
crufh, and never folter in his breaft fuch a fcorpion, who whilft he 
looked and fpoke fair, coui.d bear fuch deadly poifon in his tail. 
St. Elzear told her, that Chrifl commands us not to revenge, but 
to forgive injuries, and to overcome the venom of hatred by charity: 
that therefore he would deitroy, and never make mention of thofe 
letters. He did fo, and when this officer came to his chamber to 
wait upon him, he affectionately embraced him, made him a rich 
prefent, end fo entirely gained his affection, that the captain offered 
himfelf afterward to be cut in a hundred pieces for his fervice. In 
like maimer on other occasions he burnt or fupp re/fed inrormations 
that were given of injuries which others had done him, that he 
might fpare the parties the confufion of knowing that he had received 
intelligence of them. In his county of Arian he fettled a rigorous 
adminiftration of juftice, and punifhed without mercy the lealt op- 
preflion in any of his officers. He vifited malefadtors that were 
condemned to die, and many who had purfifted deaf to priefts, were 
moved by his tender exhortations to fin cere compunction, and to 
accept their punifhment in a fp;rit of penance. VVhcn their goods 
were confifcated to him, he fecretly reftored them to their wives and 
children. Writing out of Italy to St. Pelphina, he faid : " You de- 
fire to hear often of me. Go often to vifit our amiable Lord 

• * 

*' jefus Chrifl in the holy facrament. Enter in fpirir his iacred 
€t heart. You know that to be my conftant dwelling. You will al- 
ways find me there." 

Elzear having fettled his affairs in Italy, qbtained leave of king 
Robert, the fon and fucceffour of Charles II. and biother of Sc. 
Lewis, bifhop of Touloufe, to return into Provence for two years. 
He was received at Anfois with incredible joy. Not long after, 
Elzear being in the twenty fifth year of his age, and Delphina 
after receiving the communion, pronounced publickly, at the f>o$ 
of the altar, in the chapel of the caltle, mutual vows of perpetual 
chaftity, which Elzear had till then kept unviplated without a vow, 
though Delphina had before made a fecret vow. In the lives of 
this holy couple the world faw pious retirement in the midft of 
worldly pomp, filent contemplation amidft the noifc of publick 
fcenea, and in conjugal friendfhip a holy emulation to outvie one 
another in piety, goodnefs and charity. Such happy Itrifes are car- 
ried on with fwect tranquillity and peace, and are crowned with 
never-fading comfort and joy. The count had remained two years 
\a Provence when king Robert recalled him into Italy, and con- 
ferred on him the honour of knighthood, of which he had ap- 
proved himfelf worthy by many actions of uncommon valour and 
addrefs, and notable feats of arms. The faint had, according to 
cullom, fpent the night before this ceremony in the church watching 
in prayer j lie went to confcilion, and communicated in the morn- 
ing. 



Sept. 27. SS. Elz ear and Delphina." 1049 

ing, (*). The king on this occafion fhed tears of joy at the 
fig lit of his extraordinary devotion and piety ; and the whole 
court admired a prince who was at once a great foldier, a cour- 
tier, a married man, a virgin, and a faint. King Robert chof; him 
among all the lords of his dominions to be governour to his fon 
Charles, duke of Calabria. The young prince was fprighuly, but 
underltood too well his high extraction, w.is untractable, and had 
contracted the contagious air of the court. The count took notice 
of his pupils dangerous inclin ttions, but dirTembled this for fome 
time till he had wrn his afr'ecHons, and gained fufficient credit 
with him. When he faw it a fit time, he made him tender re- 
jrionitrances on his defects, on the neceffity of a lublime virtue to 
fupport the dignity of his high rank, and on the life to come. 
The young prince was fo penetrated with his difcourfes, that leap- 
ing about his neck he faid : 4< It is not yet too late to begin : what 
** "then mult I do ?" Elzear explained to him the virtues of piety, 
magnanimity, juftice and clemency, mewing him that a prince 
who fears God, has always a fure comfort and protection in hea- 
ven, though earth mould fail him, and that he who undertakes 
any bufinefs without firft confulting God, deferves always to be 
unhappy and ruined ; and is always impious. " Only aifiduous de- 
* f votion," faid he, *' can be the fafeguard againft the dangers 
" of vanity, flatterers, and the itrong incentives of the paflions, 
<f Go to ConfeiCon and Communion every good feihval. Love 
" the poor, and God will multiply his favours upon your houfe. 
*< When you are angry, fpeak not a word ; otherwife you undo 
" yourfelf. More princes are ruined by their tongues and anger, 
" than by the edge of the fword. . . . You mull hate flatterers as a 
** plague ; if you do not banilh them, they will ruin you. H0- 
" nour good men, and the prelates of the church ; this will be 
" your principal greatnefs, &c." Elzear by his diligence and in- 
ftrudtions corrected the vices of his pupil, who became a grave 
and virtuous prince. King Robert going into Provence, left his 
fon regent of Naples under the tuition of Elzear, who was chief 
of the council, and difpatched almoft all the affairs of rtate. Elzear 
intreated the duke to declare him advocate for the poor, and their 
agent in court. The duke heartily laughing, faid ; ,c What kind 
" of office do you beg ? V ou will have no competitors in this am- 
" bition. 1 admit your, requeft, and recommend to you all the 
*< poor of this kingdom." Elzear made a low reverence, and 
thanked him heartily. For the difcharge of this troublefome of- 
fice he caufed a great bag of purple- velvet to be made, and with 
this pafled through the ibeets, receiving in it all the rcquclts and 
fuks of the poor, with a cheerful countenance, full of conmiifc ra- 
tion, hearing grievances, dealing about alms, comforting all the 
world, fo that he feemed another Jofeph in Egypt, lie pleaded the 

caufen 

(/t) This religious preparation ally the enrolling a foldier in the 
always preceded the ceremony of army. See lngulphus, Jliltory 
conferring knighthood, and 11 fu« of Cro} land, &c. 
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caufes of widows and orphans with wonderful eloquence, and pro- 
cured them juftice and charitable relief. WhiHl the chief authori- 
ty of the flate was lodged in his hands, many offerred him rich 
prefents, which he refufed, faying to thole that called him on that 
account churlilh : " It is more fafe and eafy to refufe all prefents 
*' than to difcern which might be received without danger. Neither 
•* is it eafy for one who begins to take any, afterward to know where 
«« to ilop, for thefe things are apt to create an appetite/* The Jaw 
of nature itfelf condemns as bribes all prefents received by judges; 
they giving infenfibly a bias and inclination to favour the party, as 
is evident by general experience- St. Eizear was fo finccre a lover 
of truth that he was ready to die for it in the fmalleir. points. 

The emperour Henry VII. invaded Naples with a great army, 
nor was pope Clement V. able to divert him from his expedition. 
King Robert fent againft him his brother John, and count Eizear 
with as great an army as he was able to raife. Two pitch VI 
battles were fought, in both which Henry was defeated, chiefly by 
the valour and conduct of Eizear, fo that the emperour defired a 
peace, which was readily concluded. King Kobert gave Eizear 
many great prefents, which he accepted with one hand not to dif- 
oblige the king, but with the other diftributed them all among the 
poor. This king fent Eizear embafladour to Paris, attended with 
the flower of the nobility of Naples, to demand of Charles IV. 
Mary, the daughter of the count of Valois, in marriage for the 
duke of Calabria. The negotiation was carried on with great fuc- 
cefs, and the marriage concluded, and the good count was re- 
ceived at court, not only with the greateft honour, but alfo vvicli 
veneration, and as a living faint. In the mean time the holy eni- 
"bafTadour fell fick at Paris. He had made his will in i 317, at Tou- 
lon, by which he left his moveable goods to his wife Delphina, 
his real eftates to his brother William of Sab ran, and legacies to 
his relations and fervants, and efpecially to many convents and 
hofpitals. When the faint, three years before, made his publick 
vow of chaftity, he on the fame day enrolled himfelf in the third 
Order of St. Francis, into which feculars or laymen are admitted, 
upon condition of their wearing a part of the Francifcan habit un- 
der their clothes, and faying certain prayers every day : but thefe 
conditions are not binding under fin. St. Eizear in his hckir vis 
made a general confcifion with great Compunction and many tears, 
to the provincial of the Erancifcans, and he continued to conlefs 
aim oft every day of his illnefs, though he is faid never to have 
oifended God by any mortal fin. The hiftory of ChrilVs pufiioii, 
which myllery had always been the favourite object oi lib. devoti- 
on, was every day read to him, and in it he foun-' exceeding groat 
comfort amidfl his pains. Receiving the holy v'iaricuin lie !.ud 
with great joy : 4< This is my hope ; in this I defi.e to cli • n Aher 
extreme unction, and a painful agony, he happn/ expired on the 
twenty feventli of September in the year 1323, thi: 28th o<" his aye. 
His death was exceedingly lamented by the kings of France and 

Naples, and by their whole courts. Hi* body, according to lib 

order*, 
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orders, was carried to- Apt, and there interred in the church of the 
Fr.aacifcan Friars in that town, where it is £ill kept. Juridical in- 
formations were taken of his miracles by order of pope Clement 
VI. Urban V. signed the decree of his canonization, hut it was 
only published by Gregory XI. in 2369, 46 years after the faint's 
death, Delphina being ltill living. The king and queers of Naples 
would by no means fuffer her to leave their court, to which Iho 
was a perfect model of piety. .King Robert dying in J 343, the 
queen whofe name was Sancia, and who was daughter to the king 
of Majorca, weaned with the empty greatnefs of the world, and 
loathing its vanity, put on the habit, of & Poor Clare in a nunnery 
which ihe had founded at Naples. In this iiate £he lived ten years 
with great fcivour, and would il ill have her dear Delphina near 
her, learning from her all the exercifes of a fpirkual life. After 
her death Delphina retained into Provence, and led the life of sl 
reclufe in the caillc of Anfo'is, in the heroick practice of penance, 
charity, a&duous prayer and all other virtues. She died at Apt> 
near that caftle, in the year 1369, the 76th of her age « on the 
twenty -fixth of September, on which fhe is named in the martyro- 
logy of the JFrancifcan Order. Her mortal remains were depo&ted 
in the fame tomb with thole of St. Elzear. — See the life of St- 
Elzear publifhed by Surius: al fo Vitc delli Sauti del Terz.. Ordine di 
St. Fraacejco, c. 14, 1 £, 16. p. 30. 
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St. WENCESLAS, Duke of 

Bohemia* M. 

From bis life xvrote by John Duhraiu^ hp. of Qlmntx* in Moravia* 
hi the reign of Char lei V. See a If a Aim as Sylvius IJ{/L Bq&h* 
L 2. c. 14^ 15. and other htjlorians of that country* 

A. D. 938. 

CT. Wenceslas was fon of UraiHhs, duke of Bohemia, 
^ and of Drahomira of Lucfko, and "Tand/on of Horivor, the 
fit ft Chriflian duke, and the Jileflcd LudmiUa. His father w;a» 
a valiant and good prince; hut his mother was a Pa^an, and 
her heart way not Je/s depraved, as to fentiments of morality* 

than ay to thofe of religion. Thiy prince/l way nut left cruel 

than 
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fthan haughty, nor lefs perfidious than impious. She had two" 
fons, Wenceflas and Boleflas. LudmiUa, who lived at Prague 
ever fince the death of her hufbahd,. obtained, as- the greateft of 
favours, that the education of the elder might be entrufted to 
her, and fne undertook, with the utiiioft care and application, 
io form his heart to devotion and the love of God. In this taflc 
Ihe was afflfted by Paul, her chaplain, a man of great fan<5£ity 
and prudence, who likewife cultivated the young prince's mind 
with the firft rudiments of learning. The pious pupil perfectly 
correfponded with their endeavours, and with the divine grace 
■which rendered him a faint from the crad)e. At a convenient 
age he was fent to a college at Budweis, above fixty miles from 
Prague, where, under the direction of an excellent matter, he 
made great progrefs in the fciences, and other exercifes fuitable 
to his rank, and much more in all the virtues which compofe 
the character of a Chriftian and a faint. He was extremely 
devout, mortified, meek, modeft, a great lover of purity, and 
fcrupuloufly careful in avoiding all cccafionsi in which that vir- 
tue could be expofed to the leaft danger. He was yet young 
when his father dying, his mother Drahomira aftumed the title 
of regent, and feized on the government. Being no longer 
held in by any reftraint, {he gave a free loofe to her rage againft 
the Chriftians (which fhe had concealed whilft her hufband 
lived, and published a (evere order for {hutting up all the 
churches, prohibiting the exercife of our holy religion, and for- 
bidding priefts 5 and all others who profeffed it, to teach or in- 
firudl children. She repealed all the laws and regulations which 
Borivor and Uladiflas had made in favour of the Chriftians, re- 
moved the Chriftian magiftiates in all the towns in Bohemia, 
put Heathens in their places, and employed only fuch officers 
as were blindly devoted to follow the dictates of her paflions and 
tyranny ; and thefe fhe incited every where to opprefs the Chrif- 
tians, of whom great numbers were maflacred. LudmiUa, fen- 
libly afflicted at thefe publick diibrders, and full of concern for 
the intercft of religion, which fhe and her confort had eitabliflied 
with fo much difficulty, by ftrong rcnionftrances ftiewed Wen- 
ceflas the ncceffity of his taking the reins of the government 
into his own hands, promifing to affift him with her directions 
and beft advice. I he young duke obeyed, and the Bohemians 
teftified their approbation of his conduct: ; but to prevent all 
difputcs between him and his younger brother, they divided the 
country between them, afligning to the latter a confiderable 
territory, which retains from him the name of Boleflavia, and 
is one of the chief circles of Bohemia- 
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Drahomira, enraged at thefe ftcps, fecured herfclf an intereft 
in Bolt- Has, her younger fon, whofe heart fhe had fo far per- 
verted, as to taint him with the moft execrable idolatry, hatred 
of the Chriflian religion, boundlcfs ambition, and implacable 
cruelty. Wericeflas, on the other hand, purfuant to the im- 
preflions of virtue which he had received in his education, was 
more careful than ever to prefer ve the innocence of his morals, 
and acquire every day fome new degree of Chriflian perfection. 
He directed all his views to the effablifhment of peace, juftice 
and religion in his dominions, and, by the advice of Ludmilla, 
chofe able and zealous Chriflian minifters. After fpending the 
whole day in a£ts of piety and application to che affairs of Hate* 
and of his court, he employed a great part of the night in prayer^ 
Such was his devout veneration for the holy facrament of the 
ekar, that he thought it a great happinefs to fow the corn, ga-« 
ther the grapes, and make the wine with his ov/n hands which 
were to be made ufe of at mafs. Not content to pray often in 
the day wirh Angular joy and fervour before the holy facrament 
an the church, he ufually rofe at midnight, and went to pray 
in the churches, or even in the porches -> nor did he fail in this 
(practice in the deepeft /hows. His auflerities in a court feemed 
to equal thofe of anchorets in the defcrts, and he applied himfelf 
with great diligence to all manner of charitable ofHces, in re- 
lieving orphans and widows, helping the poor, accompany- 
ing their bodies to the graven vifiting prifons, and redeeming 
captives. It was his defire to fhut hmyfclF up in a monaftery*,' 
had not the neceifities of his country and religion fixed him la 
a publick fiation : however, amidfi the difii actions of govern- 
ment, he found reft /or his foui in God, its centre. The good 
prince ffood in need of this comfort and fupport amidft thft 
Aorms with Which he was aiTw'fed. Drahomira never cea/ed 
to conjure up all the furies of hell againtl iiirri. Looking upont 
Ludmilla as the fir ft mover of all counfels in fa. our of the 
Clinician religion, flic laid a plot to take away her life Lud- 
milla was informed of it, and without being diflurbed, prepared 
herfclf for death. With this view /he diilribut d her goods and 
money among her Servants and the ^uor, confirmed the duke in 
his good refolutions for maintaining religion, made her confef- 
iion to her chaplain Paul, and received the holy Viaticum* 
The aflaflms found her proftratc in prayer be/ore the altar in her 
domettick chapel, and feiz/mg on her, Uranglcd hci with her 
own veil. She is honoured in Bohemia, as a martyr, on the 
iixtecnth of September. This complicated crime was very (en- 
lihlo to St. Wenccflas ; a rircumflaucc winch exceedingly aggra- 
vated his grief, was that fo execrable an acliQit Ihould have been 

Vot, HI, ' X x x jperpotrauid 
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perpetrated by the direction of his mother. But he poured out 
his complaints to God alone, humbly adored his judgments and 
holy providence, and interceded for the converfion of his unna- 
tural mother. She was feconded in her malicious intrigues by 
a powerful faction. Radiflas, prince of Gurimd, a neighbour- 
ing country, defpifing the faint's piety, invaded his dominions 
with a formidable army. Wenceflas, willing to maintain peace, 
fent him a meiTage, dcfiring to know what provocation he had 
given him, and declaring that he was ready to accept any terms 
for an accommodation, that was' confident with what he owed 
to God and his people. Radiflas treated this embafly as an effect 
of cowardice, and infolently anfwered, that the furrendry of Bo- 
hemia was the only condition on which he would hear of peace. 
"Wen ceil as finding himfelf obliged to appear in arms, marched 
againff. the invader. When the two armies were near one ano- 
ther, our faint defired a conference with Radiflas, and pro- 
pofed, that, to fpare the blood of fo many innocent perfons, it 
was a juft expedient to leave the iflue of the affair to a fingle 
combat between them. Radiflas accepted the propofal, ima- 
gining himfelf fecure of the victory. The two princes ac- 
cordingly met at the head of both armies, in order to put an 
end to the war by this duel. Wenceflas was but flightly armed 
with a fhort fword and a target; yet, making the iign of the 
crofs, marched boldly toward his antagonift, like a fecond Da- 
vid againfi Goliah. Radiflas attempted to throw a javelin at 
him, but, as the Bohemian hiftorians allure us, faw two angels 
protecting the faint. Whereupon he threw down his arms, and 
falling on his knees, begged his pardon, and declared himfelf 
at his difpofal. 

The emperour Otho I. having afTemblcd a general diet at 
Worms, St. Wenceflas arrived at it late in the day, having been 
flopped by hearing a high mafs on the road. Some of the princes 
took offence hereat : but the emperour, who had the higheft opi- 
nion of his lanclity, received him with great honour, would have 
him fit next his perfon, and bad him afk whatever he pica f I'd, and 
it fhould be granted him. The faint affced an arm of the body of 
St. Vitus, and a part of the relicks of St. Sigifmund, king of 
Burgundy. The emperour readily readily granted his requefi ; 
adding, that he conferred on him the regal dignity and title, 
and granted him the privilege of bearing the imperial eagle on 
his itandard, with an exemption from paying any imperial tax en 
throughout all his dominions. The good duke thanked his 
jnajelly, but excufed himfelf fiom taking the title of king ■ 
which, however, the emperour and princes of the empire hum 
that time always gave him in lcttei s, and on all other eccaliom.. 

When 



Sept. 28. St. WENCESLA S, M. 1055 

When he had recived the abovementioned relicks, he built a 
church in Prague, in which he depofited them : and caufed the 
body of St. Ludmilla, three years after her death, to be trans- 
lated into the church of St. George, which had been built by 
his father in that city. The feverity with which the faint 
checked oppreffions, and certain other diforders in the nobility, 
made fome throw themfelves into the faction of his unnatural 
mother, who concerted meafures with her other fbn, Boleflas, 
to take him off at any rate. St. Wenceflas had made a vow of 
virginity : but reftlefs ambition is impatient of delays. A fbn 
being born to Boleflas, that prince and his mother invited the 
o-ood duke to favour them with his company at the rejoicings 
on that occafion. St. Wenceflas went without the leafr. fufpi- 
cion of treachery, and was received with all imaginable marks 
of kindnefs and civility This they did the better to cover their 
hellifh defign. The entertainment was fplendidj but nothing 
could make the faint neglect his ufual devotions. At midnight 
he went to offer his cuftomary prayers in the church. Boleflas, 
at the inftigation of Drahomira, followed him thither, and 
when his attendants had wounded him, he difpatched him with 
his own hand, running him thiough the body with a lance. 
The martyrdom of the holy duke happened on the twenty eighth 
of September, in 938 (a). The emperour Otho marched with 
an army into Bohemia, . to revenge his death : the war conti- 
nued feveral years : and when he had vanquifhed the Bohe- 
mians, he contented himfelf with the fubmiflion of Boleflas, 
who engaged to recall the banifhed priefts, to reftore the Chrif- 
tian religion, and to pay him an annual tribute. Drahomira 
peiifhed miferably foon after the perpetration of her horrible 
crime. Boleflas, terrified at the reputation of many miracles 
wrought at the martyr's tomb, caufed his body to be tranflatcd 
to the church of bt. Vitus, at Prague, three years after his death. 
His fon and fuccellbur, Boleflas If. furnamcd the Pious, was 
a faithful imitator of his uncle St. Wenceflas, and became one 
of the greateir princes of his time. A church was erected in 
honour of St. Wenceflas, in Denmark, 111951, and his name 
was in great veneration over all the North. 

X x x 2 The 



(</) St. Wenceflas was the fif- 1^. i 11 *> in ^37. He is called the 

tein Lh duke iron) C'/xcus the firll kin^ of" Bohemia, but his 

Selavoman, who I. undcd the fticceUoiir.1 were only dukes, till, 

jJoheiiiiaii fhue about the year the einpereur 1 lenry I V*. in 1 0K0, 

( Si. 'N eneefkih was aeknow- creeled L'o'heinia into .1 I. ingdon*, 

Jed^ed dul.e in 921, and laluted in favour oi Uratilhii II. 
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The fafety and happinefs of government, and of all lociety a- 
mong men, is founded upon religion. Without it princes ufual- 
Jy become tyrants, and people lawlefs. He who, with Hobbes, 
fo far degrades human reafon, as to deny any other difference 
between virtue and vice, than in the apprehenfion of men; or 
who with the author of the Char aft crijlicks^ reduces virtue to an 
idea] beauty, and an empty name, is, of all others, the moft 
dangerous enemy to mankind, capable of every mifchief ; his 
heart being open to treachery, and every crime. The general 
laws of nations and thofe of particular flates are too weak re- 
ftraints upon thofe who, in fpite of nature itfelf, laugh the law 
of God out of doors. Unlefs religion bind a man in his co«- 
fcience, he will become fo far the Have of his pafllons, as to be 
ready, with this unnatural mother and brother, to commit 
every advantageous villainy to which he is prompted, when- 
ever he can do it with fecrecy or impunity. It is fafer to live 
among lions and tigers than among fuch men. It is not confid- 
ent with the goodnefs and juftice of God to have created men 
without an interiour law, and a law enforced by the flrongeft 
motives, and the higheft authority. Nor can his goodnefs and 
juftice fuffer obedience to his law to go unrewarded, or difobe- 
dience and contempt to remain unpunifhed. This confidera- 
tion alone leads us to the confeffion of that juft providence which 
referves in the life to come the recompence of virtue and cha- 
ftifement of vice, which faith reveals to us ; this is the facred 
band of juftice and civil fociety in the prefent life. Jeroboam, 
Numa, Mahomet, and Machiavel himfelf thought a perfuafion 
of a f'alfe religion nccefiary for government, where they de- 
fpaired of .accommodating a true one to their wicked pur poles, 
being fenfible, that without ftrong inward ties, proclamations 
will be hung upon walls and pofts only to be defpifed, and the 
moft facred laws lofe their force. A falfe religion is not only 
a grievous crime, but alfo too feeble a tie for men ; it is expofed 
to uncei tainties, fufpicion, and the detection of its impoflure, 
and is in itfelf always infinitely defective and pernicious. 
True religion infures to him who (Inccrely profeflcs it, com- 
fort, fupport ana patience amidft the fharpeft tfials, fecurity in 
death itfelf, and the mod happy and glorious iiluc, when God 
fhaH man licit hunfclt the protector and re warder <>f his fcrvauts, 
Vhtue, here pcrfccuied and opprefled, will ihinc forth with the 
blighter luftre at the laft day, as the fun breaking out from un- 
der a cloud difplays its beam with greater brightuefs. 



On 
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On the fame DAY 

St. Lioba, Abbefs. This faint was a great model of ChrifHan 
perfection to the church, both of England, her native country and 
of Germany. She was defccnded of an iiluftrious Englifti-S r.-on 
family, and born among the Welt-Saxons. Ebba, Ik r pious mo- 
ther, was nearly related to St. Boniface of Mentz, and though Ihe 
had been long barren, and had no profpecl of other iffue, when 
Lioba was born, flie offered her to God from her birth, and trained 
her up in a contempt of the world. By her direction our faint was 
placed young in the great monaftery of Winburn i- Dorletfhire, un- 
der che care of the holy abbefs Tetta, a perfon ilill more eminent 
for her extraordinary prudence and fanclity, than for being fitter to 
a king. Lioba made great progrefs in virtue, and took the religious 
veil She underltood Latin, and made fome verfes in that language, 
as appears from her letters to St. Boniface : but (he read jo books 
but fuch as were proper to nourifh piety and devotion xa her foul. 
St. Boniface, who had kept up an epiicolary correfp ^'ence with her, 
and was perfectly acquainted with her diilinguifhe^ virtue and abi- 
lities, became an earneit fuitor to her abbefs and bifhop, that me 
might be fenc to him with certain pious companions in order to 
fettle fome lan&uaries and nurferies of religion for pevions of their 
fex in the infant church of Germany. Tetta regretted the lofs of fo 
great a treafure, but could not oppofe fo urgent a demand. Lioba 
arriving in Germany, was fettled by St. Boniface, with her little colo- 
ny, in a monaftery which he gave her, and which was called Bifchof- 
fiieim ; that is, Bifliop's Houfe. By the prudence and zeal of our 
faint, this nunnery became in a fliort time very numerous, and out 
of it ihe peopled many other houfes which (he founded in Germany. 
Some time after the martyrdom of St. Boniface, file retired into one 
of thefe new monafteries called Shoncrcfheim, iituared four miles 
from Mentz, and continued there to ferve God night and day in 
falling and prayer. Charlemagne, at that time king, afterwards 
cmperour, held her in the highclr. veneration, and his queen Hildc- 
gardis fent for her to the court at Aix-la Chapelle, to advife with 
her in many important affairs. It was the queen's earned defire to 
detain the faint always near her perfon, but Lioba vigoroufly reject- 
ed all fuch propofals, and hallened back to her monaitcry, where 
Ihe died, about the year 779. St Boniface, before his deaih, had 
made it his requelt to his fuccclTour. St. Lnllus, that he would take 
care Lioba fhould be buried in the fame place with him, thai they 
might both life together at the I art day, to meet the Lord in olory. 
•She was accordingly interred at Fulda, on the north fide of the high 
altar. Her tomb was honoured with miracles ; her hillorian afl'i/es 
us he was himfelf an eyewitnefs of feveral. - See her life carefully 
written, Jbon after her death, by Ralph of Kulda, in Mabillon, 
A Sin J} f ;;tv/. and 1. I . Return Mo^unt. — See alio Bultcau, Hijl. Mou. dc 
I' OcciJ, or I lift. <U J' On!, tie St* ll'noit, V. 4. 

St. Kustuc hiu m, V. This holy virgin, whole memory is ron- 
deicil illullrioss by the pen of St. Jerom, was daughter of St. Paula, 
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whofe admirable life, after her entire converfion to Gcd, this faint 
faithfully copied. St. Paula, upon the death of her hufband Tox. 
otius, retrenched all fplendour and magnificence in her household, 
and devoted herfelf wholly to God in a life of fimplicity, poverty, 
mortification and alliduous prayer. Euftochium entered into all the 
pious views of her mother, and rejoiced to confecrate all the hours 
which fo many mifpend in vain amufements, to the exercifcs of cha- 
rity and religion ; and to fee the poor relieved with what other la- 
dies throw away to maintain their idlenefs, luxury and pride, con- 
verting the blefltngs of God into their moft grievous misfortunes, 
and the means of falvation and virtue into their moft heavy condem 
nation. Euftochium often vifked, and received inftructions from St. 
Marcel! a, the flrft of her fex in Rome who embraced an afcetick or 
retired aufterc life, for the more perfect exercife of virtue. Know- 
ing the infinite importance of a good guide in a fpiritual life, our 
devout virgin, about the year 382, put herfelf under the direction 
of St. Jecom, and made a folemn vow of virginity. To commend 
her refolution, and to inftruft her in the obligations of that itate, he 
compofed his treatife On Virghiity, otherwife called his letter to Eu- 
flochium on that fubjeel, totvard the hitter end of the pontificate of 
Damafus, about the year 383 . In this treatife having fpoken of 
the excellency of the ftate of virginity, and of the difficulty of pre- 
ferving, and the danger of lofing the greateft treafure of purity, he 
lays down precepts which a virgin is to obferve in order to keep 
herfelf pure. The firft thing he prefcribes is fmcere humility, and 
a great fear of lofing this virtue. The fecond is conftant watchfui- 
nefs over the heart and fenfes againfl all dangers, rejecting the very 
firft fuggeftions of evil thoughts, killing the enemy before he ga'ns 
fhength, and crufhing the leaft feeds of temptation. The third is, 
extraordinary temperance in eating and drinking. He forbids her 
painty fare, effeminacy, pleafurcs and fuperfluous ornamems. He 
enjoins her to forbear ever drinking any pure wine, which he calls 
a poifon in youth, and throwing oil upon a flame. He would not 
have falls carried tp excefs, and rather commends fuch as are mode- 
rate, but conftant ; and he enjoins that a perfon always rife from 
his meals with an appetite. He recommends folitude, and all Chrif- 
tian virtues, and gives a charge to the viigin, that flic never vific 
thofe ladies whole drels and difcourfe have any tinc~lurc of the fpiric 
of the world ; and adds: «* Go very fcldom abioad, not even to 
6i honour the martyrs : honour them in your chamber." St. Jeroni 
gives Euftochium ufeful documents concerning the exercife of alli- 
duous prayer, and puts her in mind (befides the hours of Morning* 
Evening, Tierce, Sext and None, which all know to be confecratcd 
to publick prayer) that flie ought to rife twice or thrice in the night 
tQ pray, and never to omit this duty before and after meals, before 
going abroad, and after coming in, and on all occafions : and that 
at every a&ion fhe ought to make the fign of the crofs. This vene- 
rable author relates, that when Euftochium was a child, her mother 
accuftomcd her to wear only plain ordinary clothes : but that one 
day her aunt Prxtcxtata, put her on rich apparel, ami had her hair 

gracefully curled, according to (he cultom of young ladies of her 

■ " quality ; 
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quality : that in the night following Pranextata Teemed to fee in her 
fleep a terrible angel, who with a threatening voice reproached her 
for attempting to lay facrilegious hands on a virgin confecratcd to 
Chrift, and to inftil vanity into one who wa; coniecrated his ipoufe. 
St. Jerom left Rome in "8^, and Euftochium bore her mother com- 
pany in all her journies through Syria, Egypt and Palcftine, and fcrtled 
with her in her monatfery at h'etblcheni. After the death of St Pau- 
la, in 404, Eultochium was chofen abbefs in her room. Having 
St. Jerom for her mailer, fhe was learned above her fex, a d was 
well /killed in the Hebrew language. St. Jerom dedicated to her 
his comments on Ezechiel and Ifaias, and tranflated the rule of St. 
Pachomius into Latin, for the ufe of her nuns. A troop of Pelagian, 
hereticks burnt down her monastery, in 416, and committed many 
outrages ; of which St. Eullochium, and her niece, the younger 
Paula, informed by letter pope Inrocent I. who wrote in ftrong 
terms to John, bifhop of Jerufalem, charging him to put a flop to 
fuch violences, adding that otherwife he ihould be obliged to have 
recourfe to other means to fee juflice done to thofe that were injured. 
St. Euftochium was called to receive the reward which God bellows 
on the Wife Virgins, about the year 419. Her body was interred 
near that of her mother St. Paula. — See St. Jerom. /. de Virgin. & 
ep, 22, 26, 27. 




SEPTEMBER 29. 

The Dedication of St. MlCHAE l's 
Church, or the Feftival of St. Michael 
and All the Holy Angels. 

'TP HIS feftival has been kept with £reat folemnity on the 
** 29th of September ever fince the fifth age, and was cer- 
tainly celebrated in Apulia in 493. The dedication of the 
famous church of St. Michael on mount Gargano in Italy (1) 
gave occafion to the inflitution of this fealt in the Weft, which 
is hence called in the martyrologies ot St. Jerom, Bedc, and 
others, The Dedication of St. Michael. The dedication or 
St. Michael's church in Rome, upon Adrian's Mole, which was 
performed by pope Boniface IV. in 610, and that of fcvcral 

other churches in the Welt, in honour of thi.> archangel weie 
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performed on this fame day (#). Churches were likewife erect- 
ed in the Ea(t in honour of St. Michael and other holy angels 
from the time when 'he ChrifHan worfhip was publickly eif a- 
fclifbed by the con v en j n of Conftantine, doubtlefs upon the 
xnurie] of little oratories and churches, which had been formerly 
jraifed in the intervals of the geneial per fee ut ions, in which florms 
they were again thrown down. Sozomen informs us, that 
Conftantine th-° Great built a famous church in honour of this 
glorious archangc], called Michaclion, and that in it the fick 
were often cured, and other wonders wrought, through the in- 
terceflion of St. Michael. This hiftorian allures us, that he had 
often experienced fuch relief here himfelf ; and he mentions the 
miraculous cures of Aquilin, an eminent lawyer, and of Probian 
a celebrated phyfician, wrought in the fame place. This church 
Jtood about four miles from Conftantinople j a monaftery was 
afterwards built contiguous to it. Four churches in honour of 
St. Michael flood in the city of Conftantinople itfelf : their 
number was afterward increafed to fifteen,, which were built by 
Several emperours (2). 

Though only St. Michael be mentioned in the title of this 
feftival, it appears from the prayers of the church that all the 

good 

(2) See Du Cange Defcript. Conftantinop. 
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(a) This feftival has been cele- 
brated in the church with great 
Solemnity ever fmce the fixth 
century. It was enaclcd in the 
tecclcfiaftical Law's </f king E- 
thelied in England, in the year 
1614, Th.*t every Chriilian 
"* who is of age. fait three days 
in bread and wai.er, and raw 
herbs, before the fcaft of St. 
Michael, and let every man 
go to crnfcilion and to church 
e< barefoot . . Let every piicft 
with his people go in proccfi.on 
three days barefoot, and let 
every ore's commons for three 
days be prepared without any 
thing oJ ilefh, as if \hcy iheni- 
** fclveii were to eat ir, both in 
meat and drink, and let all 
this bo dillributed to the poor. 
\ »'t every fervant be excufed 
from laboui thefe three days, 
that he may rhe bettei perform 

his fait, or let him work wlu* t 
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*' he will for himfelf. Thefe are 
" the three days, Monday, Tuef- 
" day and Wednefday, next be- 
" fore the feaft of St. Michael. 
" If any fervant break his fait, 
" let him make fatisfaction with 
his hide (bodily ftripes) let the 
poor freeman pay thirty pence, 
the king's Thane a hundred 
and thirty {hillings : and let 
" the money be divided to the 
" poor." See Sir Henry Spel- 
rnan*s Councils vol. 1, p. 520. 

and J o h n fo n ' s Called! ion 0/ the Ca - 
710?/} of the Church of England, f . 

i. an. 1014. Michaelmas -day 

is mentioned among the great 
fealls in the Saxon Chronicle on 
the year 101 1 ; in the Saxon. 
lVJenology of the 9th century 
publiflied by Mr. Wanley {m 
ijtiyu. Aqtnhn. The/. 1. 2. p. 107.) 
and in the TCuplifh Calendar pub- 
lilhed by Dr. nicks (in his Saxon 
Grammar, p, 102, &c.). 
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good angels are its object, together with this glorious prince 
and tutelar angel of the church. On it we are called, upon, la 
a particular manner, to give thanks to God for the glory which 
the angels enjoy, and to rejoice in their happinefs. Secondly, 
to thank him for his . mercy to us in conftituting fuch glorious 
beings to miniirer to our falvation, by aiding and aflifting us. 
Thirdly, to join them in adoring and praifing God with all 
poflibje ardour, defiring and praying that we may do his will, 
on earth with the utmoft fidelity, fervour and purity of affection, 
as it is done by thefe blcfled fpirits in heaven ; and that we may 
ftudy to fan£tify our fouls in imitation of the fpotlefs angels to 
whom we are a (loci a ted. La illy, we are invited to honour, 
and implore the interceflion and fuccour of the holy angels. 

Supreme honour called Latvia is effentiaUy referved co God 
alone ; nor can it ever be given to any creature without incur- 
ring the molt heinous guilt of idolatry, and high treafon againft 
the majefty of God. This honour is paid by the offering of 
facrifice, or by any direct or indirect acknowledgment of the 
divinity or any divine attribute refiding in another. But there 
is an inferiour or fubaltern honour which is due to fuperiour 
excellency in creatures. Such is that civil honour which the 
law of God exprefly commands us to pay to parents, princes, 
rnagiftrates and all fuperiours : al/b fome degree of a religious 
honour which the fcriptures and law of nature teach us to be 
due to priefts or the minifters of God, and which even the 
inoft wicked of kings often paid to prophets ? who as to the 
world, were mean and obfeure perfbns. Thib inferiour honour 
differs from divine or fupreme honour as much as infinity in the 
object does from what is finite : nor can it be any way derogatory 
from that which is due to God, whom it honours in his crea- 
tures, whofe perfections it acknowledges merely to be his gifts. 
7 "he refpec-fc which is fhewn to a governour or an ambafladour 
is not injurious, but is highly agreeable and honourable to his 
mailer, on whofe account it is paid, and whofe dignity and au- 
thority are confidercd in thole whom he has made in any part 
the depofitaries of it. This duty which the law of nature dic- 
tates, is inculcated by thole words of the apo/lle : Render to all 
inen their due* . . Honour to zubom honour ( j). Hence St, Bernard! 
exprcflcs no more than what all men mull neccllarily approve, 
when he lays : " Give to every one honour according ro his. 
ct dignity (4)." Honour being no more than a teftimony which 
We bear to another's excellency, who can deny this to be duo 
fp the jn oft fubiime, moft perfect, molt holy and tnoft glori- 
ous 

(3) Row. xiii. 7. (4.) S. Bern. Scrni. dc Olwd. 

1 



1062 Dedication of St. Michael. Sept. 29. 

ous heavenly fpirits ? Abraham proftrated himfelf before the 
angels whom he received in his tent (5). Daniel did the fame 
before one whom he faw upon the Tigris (6), God commanded 
the Ifraelites to fear and refpect the angel whom he fent to be 
their condudter into the promifed land (7). The firft con fide- 
ration for which the holy angels claim our refpeel, is that of 
the excellency of their nature, in which they are eflentialJy of 
an order fuperiour to men, being pure fpirits, exempt from the 
weaknefles of our frail earthly frame, and endued with more 
noble faculties and qualities, fuited to the perfection and firnpli- 
city of their unbodied and uncompounded being. Secondly, the 
gifts of grace and glory are proportioned in them to the fupe- 
riority of their nature ; and the Scriptures fpeak of angels as 
abfoiutely above men, though fome particular faints may, for 
aught we know, enjoy a greater felicity than many angels ; 
and the BlefTed Virgin is exalted in glory above all the hea- 
venly fpirits. Nor can any order of the highefr fpirits boaft of 
an honour or dignity equal to that which is conferred on man- 
kind by the myflery of the incarnation, in which the Son of 
God, who took not the nature of angels" aflumed that of 
men (8), and as man is conftituted by his Father Lord of all 
creatures. Had the bleffed angels no other title to command 
our veneration, this alone fuffices, that they enjoy a {late of 
blifs and glory, are the high courtiers of heaven, who ftand 
always in the prefence of God, are his officers who furround 
his throne, and his faithful minifters in executing in all things 
his holy will. 

A circumftance in the blefled angels which above all others 
is moft amiable and plcaling to devout fouls, and muft parti- 
cularly excite their piaifc and reverence, is the conftant and 
perfect: fidelity of thefe holy fpirits to God. Their innocence 
and fanctity were never tarnifhed with the leaf! fpot or flam, 
the purity of their affections was never debafed by the leaf I 
mixture of any thing inordinate, and the ardour with which 
they love God, and exert all their powers to ferve him, and 
do his holy will, never admits the lean: abatement. If we 
love God, and rejoice when he is ferved and prai fed ; if we 
grieve to fee him forgotten and offended by men on earth ; if 
we have the lcaft fpark of zeal for his glory, nothing will give 
us greater joy than to confidcr with what perfect fidelity he is 
ferved, and with what ardour and purity of affection he is 
loved and prailcd in heaven. Even thole who ferve him beft 

on 
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on earth, acquit themfelves of thefe duties very imperfectly 
amidft the fnares and difrra£lions of this life. But the bleJfed 
angels are creatures perfectly holy, who without either divi fieri 
or abatement in their affections, or interruption in their happy 
employment, obey, love, and glorify God with all their powers. 
Always employed in the delightful contemplation of his infinite 
good n els and other- amiable perfections, fwallowed up in the 
ocean of his love, they never ceafe crying out with all their 
might : Holy, Holy, Holy, the Lord God of hojh : all the earth is 
full of his glory, which fhineth forth in all his works (9). Th.y 

ceafe not Day or night faying, Holy, Holy, Hol%\ Lord God 
mighty, ivhoivas, and who is, and who is to cane (io). Jn rlie 
mo ft profound annihilation of themfelves the}' give a'l honour 
and glory to him alone, and profeffing their crowns to Le en- 
tirely his gifts they caft them at his feet, and ling: V hcu art 
worthy, O Lard, to receive glory, and honour, and ps?ver,&CQ. (i i). 
Burning with the moft ardent love, and the moil eager deh're 
to praife more and more perfectly his infinite goodne/s and g: 
nefs, they continually repeat their hymns with new jubila ion 
and an earneftnefs to outdo themfelves, as they arc cvci v mo- 
ment inebriated with frcfli overflowing joy, and piejeed 
more deeply with the darts of his fweet love. '.The Pfa.'m.ft, 
who felt in fome degree the impetuofity of this impul/c in his 
own hreaft, knew no ftronger motive to invite them to love 
and praife God with all their powers, than their own i nfa(hi Me 
and boundlefs ardour for this holy duty and employment. He 
therefore cries out to them: Blcfs the Lord, all you bis angels . 
you that arc mighty in flrength, and axe cute his '-word, heat km to ths 
voice of his orders. Blcfs the Lord, all you his ho/Is: you his n.nujiers 
vho (Io his will (12). Can we call to mind thole holy 
glorious fpirits without being penetrated with love and ven - 
iation ? O truly happy creatures ! we alio dchre to love .md 
praife God ; and we condemn the fiintnefs of our defues. Wc 
rejoice in your ardour, and by it we pray you ince Handy to 
praife God both for yourfelves and us, pouring forth ail you: 
affections, and enlarging and exerting all your powers, with 
the utmoft effort of your ftrength 3 becaufe he i.s infinht- 
ly above the love and praife of all creatures : he inhiiiuiy 
tranlcends all things out of hinifelf, nor can the moll ptiffCl 
homages of all created beings ever be commcnluinu: t.> his 
great nefs, goodnrfs, mercy and boundlefs majelly. Whu'il we 
invite you to his praife, with what 1 egret, alas ! do we reflect 

th.-t 
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(9) I fa. vi. 3. 
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(10) Anoc. iv. 8. 
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that we have often finned, and daily continue to heap offences 
againft him ! Oh ! may we ceafe to fin : may your flames, 
holy angels, kindle a fire of the like holy love in our fouls. In 
our devotions we will unite our praifes with thofe which you in- 
ceflantly pour f6rth in your heavenly choirs, and animate our- 
felves to fervour by your example in this great employment. 

Another motive why we ought to love and honour the holy 
angels is our relation and clofe affinity with them. Our fouls 
are fpiritual and immortal like them : and by fanctiiying grace 
are their coheirefles and fellow-members. They are glorious 
citizens of heaven, and we are called to be one day their com- 
panions. They will receive an additional accidental glory from 
our company, who are to repair their lofTes, and fill the feats 
forfeited by their apofiate fellows. We are to be eternally united 
with them in blifs and love, and are already united by grace, 
and the communion of faints. They are called the forts of 
God (13), fo are we. And in the communion of faints which 
we profefs in our Creed, the good angels arecomprifed ; for we 
enjoy with them a holy partnerfhip founded on many titles, and 
we are linked with them by many facred bands and alliances. 
By virtue of this communion we owe them love and veneration, 
and receive from them many benefits and fuccours, efpecially 
by their patronage and interceflion. 

God is pleafed frequently to employ the miniftry of his an- 
gels in affording us many helps, and in the government of this 
lower world. He can do all things by the fimple a<£r. of his 
own will, and ftands not in need of ministers to execute his 
decrees, as earthly kings do. It is not from any want of power, 
but merely from his infinite goodnefs and wifdom that he em- 
ploys fuperiour fpirits in various difpenfations of his providence 
concerning men. Zeal for the divine honour, fidelity in exe- 
cuting his will, and affection and charity for us make thefe holy 
fpirits molt diligent in their commiflion. Upon how many oc- 
cafions were Abraham, Jacob, Mofes, and other patriarchs and 
prophets favoured with apparitions and vifions of thefe holy 
fpirits ? How many myfleries did they reveal ? How many blef- 
iings did they bring from God fometimes to the church in gene- 
ral, fomeMmcs to his faithful fcrvants in particular? Mow many 
evils, both publick and private, do they often avert ? An angel 
lent by (rod relieve^ and comforted Agar in her defpair (14). 
Other angels delivered Lot from the burning of Sodom (15), 

the three children from the flames (16), Daniel from the 

lions 

(13) Job i. 6. xxxviii. 7. _ (14) Geu. xvi. 8. xxi. 17. 

(15) (Jen. axii. 19. H 6) Dan. in. 49. 
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lions (17), St. Peter from his chains (18), and the apoftles out 
of their dungeon (19). God gave his law to the Jews by an 
angel who was his ambaffadour (20). By angels he fhewed to 
St. John the future ftate of his church (21), and many wonder- 
ful vifions to Daniel (22) and other prophets. They were his 
mellengers in the execution of the principal niyfteries relating to 
the incarnation, birth, flight, temptation, and agony of Chrift. 
An angel conducted the Ifraelites into the land of promife (23). 
The apoftle St. Jude mentions a contefr which St. Michael had 
with the devil about the burial of the body of Mofes, and re- 
commends humility, piety and modefty in behaviour by the 
example of this archangel, who on that occaflon ufed no curfe, 
no harih or reproachful word, but to reprefs the malicious *iend 
only faid : The Loi-d command thee (24). St. John defcribes a 
great battle of St. Michael and the good angels with the devil 
and his angels (25), which feems by the context not to belong 
properly to the expulfion of thefc latter out of heaven when they 
ilnned, but to fome efforts of the evil fpirits, when they were 
vanquished by Chrift in the my fiery of our redemption. By 
this victory of St. Michael we fee the concern of the good an- 
gels for the falvation of man, and the activity and fuccefs with 
which they exert themfelvcs in his behalf. Angels carried the 
foul of Lazarus into the place of rod (26). Their hofl will 
defcend with Chrift at the laffc dav, and will alTemble men before 
his tribunal (27). The holy fcripturcs allure us, that the angels 
are the miniliers of God appointed to execute his orders, and to 
do his will in our favour (28). God promifes their miniflry and 
fuccour to all that ferve him (29). Who is not aflonifhed at 
the condefcenfion with which the archangel Raphael accom- 
panied the young Toby, and refcued him from all dangers ? 
An angel wrcllled all night with Jacob . another carried Haba- 
cue by the hair to Babylon, to feed Daniel in the lions den. 

That the yu>d angels often intercede with God for us, and 
that their patronage is pioufly invoked, is an article of the Ca- 
tholick faith. Jacob intreated with earneflnefs the angel with 
whom he had wrcHJed, that he would give him his bleiling (30) : 
and on his deathbed lie prayed the angel who had conducted 
and protected him, to blefs his grandchildren Jiphraim nnA 

Ma- 



(17) Dan, vi. 22. { i 8) Aft. xii. 7. (19) Aft. v. it). 

(20) Act. vii. 52. and lleh. 11. 2. Apor. i. 1. (.12) Dun. 

viii, ix. x. (23) Exod. xiv. 21. and Nuink xx. 10, (24J Jink; 
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ManalTes (31). If the angels give us their bleffing, and do us 
greater offices, can we imagine that they do not pray to God 
.lor us? If Jacob prayed to his angel, this was certainly con- 
fonant to true religion and the practice of pious perfons. The 
devils intreat God for permiffion to ufe their natural craft and 
ffcrength to aflail men with extraordinary temptations, as they 
did with regard to Job (32) and the apoftles (33). Chrift prayed 
for St. Peter, that his faith {hould not fail under the afTaults of 
. Satan. The angels who are folicitous for us oppofe thefe ef- 
forts of Satan againfl: us, by praying for us, and other ways. 
The prophet Daniel was informed in his vifions how vigoroufiy 
the guardian angel of Perfia interpofed in favour of that country, 
and much more what good offices Michael and other angels did 
for the Jews, in removing obftacles which retarded their re- 
turn from the captivity. The angel Gabriel told Daniel that 
he had exerted his efforts for this purpofe in Perfia one and 
twenty clays, and that Michael, the prince or guardian angel 
of the Jews, came to his help (34), fo that they conquered the 
impediments. Gabriel added (35): From the fir jl year of Darius 
the Mede, I flood rip thai be might be fir engt bene d and confirmed^ viz, 
to promote the deliverance of God's people. The fame pro- 
phet fpeaking of the cruel persecution of Antiochus, fays (36) : 
Jit that time Michael Jimll rife up^ the great prince that Jtandeth 
for the children of thy people. This implies that Michael would 
j'upport the Machahees, and other defenders of God's people, 
whofe protector this archangel was. Standing up for them muft 
mean principally by praying for them, as it is laid of the prieils 
and Levites (37). More ancient books of the holy icrip- 
ture mention vihbte fuccours of holy angels which the Jews, in 
their deliverance from the flavery of Kgypt, and palfage to 
Canaan experienced ; alfo many among the patriarchs, feveral 
among the Judges of the Jewiih nation, and others. From, the 
traditionary notion of fuch interpofitions of good (pints in favour 
of men, the Gentiles derived one part of their u&onllrous ido- 
latry, into which they fell by a blind abule of the molt facred 
truths: of which dr. Lucas, an eminent Protectant divine, 
writes as follows (38) : " When I read that angels are the mi- 
niftiing fpirits of God ; when I read in Daniel of the piinccs 
of Gnecia and L'crlia, and find that provinces were commit- 
ted to anjiclb as the viceroys and lieutenants of God, J can- 
*' not think that thole devout and charitable fpirits did with kfs 

" zeal 
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(31) Gen. xlviii. ?.6. (32) Job i. (3^ Luke xxii 41. 

(44) Uan x. 13. (3s) »»■ »• (3 6 ) ]z ' An - * u 13") ,)i:ut 

X. i>. 13^) Luca*-, iiKU.uiy.af to Huprind-, T. 1. ch. 3. p 74. 
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« zeal in their provinces labour to promote the honour of God 
« and the good of man, than evil fpirits did the dishonour of 
** the one, and the ruin of the other. And unlefs the frequent 
" appearances of angels in the beginning had pone/Ted mens 
« minds with a firm perfuafion that there was a conftant com- 
* c merce maintained between heaven and earth ; and that fpirits 
" very frequently did vifibly engage themfeJves in the protection 
" and afliftance of men; I cannot as much as imagine what 
tc foundation there could be for the numerous impoftures of. 
cc oracles, or upon what ground the cuftom of putting themfelves 
cc under the patronage of fome tutelar fpirit, could f& generally 
" have prevailed in the Pagan world. I do not therefore doubt 
* c but that the Gentile world received very many good ofHces 
66 and advantages from good angels* as well as fuffered many 
<fi mifchiefs from evil ones, &c. 

It is clear from feveral of the abovementioned examples, and 
many other pafTages of the holy fcriptures, that the good angels 
pray for us. The prophet Zacharias was favoured with a vifion 
of angels in the feventieth year of the defolation of Jerufalem 
and the cities of Juda, dated from the beginning of the liege of 
Jerufalem, in the ninth year of Sedecias ; which feventieth 
year was the fecond of Darius Hyfrafpis, and the eighteenth 
from the beginning of the reign of Cyrus in Eabylon, and 
the end of the captivity. The prophet faw an angel in the 
fhape of a man (probably Michael, the protector of the Jews) 
{landing in a grove of myrtle trees, and feveral angels, th.e 
guardians of other provinces, came to him, and fa id : IFc have 
walked through the earth* and behold* all the earth is inhabited* 
and is at reft. Then the angel made this prayer: O Lord of 
hofts* hozu long wilt thou not have ?nercy on 'Jerufalem* and on the 
cities of Juda* with which thou haft been angry ? This is now the 
feventieth year (39). The Lord anfwered his prayer, that he 
would return to Jerufalem in mercies, and that his honfe fhoulcl 
be built in it. In the book of Job, Elihu fays (40) : If the} e 
Jhall be an angel f peaking for him among thonfauds-* that in, if an 
angel chofen out of a thoufand to be the guardian of a fin nor, 
{hall pray to God for him, and bring htm to repentance, the 
lick firmer fhall recover his health. The ani>el Raphael told 
Toby : IVhen thou didft pray with tears . . . i off* red thy praya s 
to the Lord (41)5 doubtlcfs to recommend them to God by hi, 
own i nter cellion. St. John faw an angrl offering to God the 
prayers of all the faints (42). Il the good angeK pi ay for ii^:, 

and 

(-<;) Zaehnr. i. iz. (40) Job xA'siti. 23s (.j 1 ) Tob. .vii. iz. 
(42) Apoe. viii. 3, 4. 
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and often prefent our fupplications to God, in order to ftrengtheh 
them by their own prayers, they certainly know and hear our 
petitions. Jacob could not pray to the angel that he would 
blcfs his two boys (43), if the angel could not hear him. Ifaias 
had no fooner complained that his lips were, defiled* but a fe- 
raph purified them With a burning coal from the altar (44). 
How can the angels be offended at fcandals given to the little 
ones, that are committed by God to their charge (45), if they 
do not know them? How could they otherwife reprefent to 
God the afflictions of his people, as the prophets fo often men- 
tion ? In the firft chapter of Zacharias the good angels (and 
the devil in the firft and fecond chapters of Job) are faid to 
walk over the earth, and to lay before God both the prayers 
and good works, and the neglecls and fins of men ; not as if he 
by his own all-piercing eye did not fee them, but as witneffes 
of their actions* the minifters of divine providence in its difpen- 
fations towards them, and the patrons and defenders, or the ac- 
cufers of our fouls. 

The church has always invoked, and paid a religious honour 
to the holy angels (£). Origen teaches, that they aflifr. us in 
our devotions, and join their fupplications to ours. " The 

" angel 



(43) Gen. xlviii. (44) Ifa. vi, 



(45) Mat. xvlii. 



{b) St. Paul condemns a fu- 
perftitious worfhip of angels (Co- 
lolT. ii. 18. ) and the ancient 
council of Laodicea declares the 
fame to be idolatry (Can. 35. 
T. 1. p. 468.). Here is meant 
a fuperititious worfhip introduced 
by certain hereticks. St. jerom 
and St. Clement of Alexandria 
(1. 6. Strom, p. 636) tellify, that 
many Jews at that time adored 
the angels and liars. Among 
the hereticks of the infant church, 
the Simonians, Cerimhians, and 
fevcral others, pretended that this 
world was framed and governed 
by angels, with many ridiculous 
extravagancies concerning them, 
as we read in St. lrciuuus, Sc. 
Clement of Alexandria, St. Kpi- 
phanius, Tcrtulli.in, St. Autlin 
and Thcodorct. Hence thefe 
hereticks worfhipped tlie angels., 
fome in ail idolatrous manner, 

ethers with fuperilitioiw notions 



and practices. This worfhip was 
evidently fnperftitious, and high- 
ly criminal, and was condemned 
as fuch. But we muil not hence 
infer, fays Balfamon, (who ilou- 
riflied in the twelfth century) 
that the honour ivbich is due to the 
angels was ever cenfured (Comm. 
in Can. Cone, f.aodic). Kilius 
thinks the fnperllitions of thefe 
hereticks regarded the Genii or 
imaginary tutelar fpirits of the 
idolaters, who derived their no- 
tions of them from a corrupted 
tradition concerning the angels, 
and who afcribed to them fevcral 
divine attributes. At leall thefo 
fu'nerllitions belonged to the fa- 
bles of thole hereticks who af- 
cribed to angels the 4 framing of 
this world, and fuch a government 
oi h a:> cannot, without idolatry „ 
or at leall without abominable. 

fu perdition* be given to any 1 
Qi'VJtturca. 
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* e angel of the Chriftian," fays he, " offers his prayers to God 
cc through the only high prieft himfelf alfo praying for him 
<e who is committed to his charge (46)." He tells us, that the 
angels carry up our prayers to God, and bring back his bleflings 
and gifts to us ; but that Chriftians do not invoke or adore them 
as they do God (47). He addrefles a prayer to the angel of a 
pecfon who is going to be baptized, that he would inftrufk 
him (48). The martyr Nemefian and his companions, writing 
to St. Cyprian, fay : " Let us aflift one another by our prayer?* 
46 and beg that we may have God and Chrift and the angels fa- 
" vourers in all our actions (49). " St. Gregory Nazianzen* 
writes : c< The angelical powers are a fuccour to us in all. 
ci good (50)." He prays the good angels to receive his foul at 
the hour of death ; and threatens the devil with the fign of the 
crofs, if he mould approach him (51)- St. Ephrem fays of 
heaven : cc Where all the angels and faints of God reign, pray- 
" ing the Lord for us (52)." He repeats, that the angels with 
joy offer our prayers to God (53). The Engl ifh Pro teftants 
have retained in their book of Common Prayer the collect, of 
this day, in which we defire Almighty God, « to grant that, as 
<c his holy angels always do him (ervice in heaven, fo, by hi* 
* c appointment, they may defend and fuccour us upon earth.'* 
If we defire to live for ever in the company of the holy angeJs ? 
we mud lead on earth the life of angels. We muft learn here 
to converfe with God by afliduous prayer and holy contempla- 
tion, and to walk in his pre fence by frequent afpi rations, with- 
drawing our minds, as much as we can, from a vain difrradKng 
world ; adoring and loving God, rejoicing in him, bending our 
wills cheerfully under all his appointments, and ftudying with 
our whole ftrength to obey his law, and fulfil his holy will ir* 
all things. We muft alfo work our minds into the holy tem- 
per and difpofitions of the bleffcd angels, putting on the fame 
perfect humility, the fame uninterrupted tranquillity, conflan- 
cy, mceknefs, patience, pure and vehement Jove of God, and 
zeal for his glory, with all other virtues. Neither do certain 
tranfient acls fuffice to denominate a perfon meek, humble or 
virtuous : thefe difpofitions muft be wrought into his very frame, 
and be the firm, habitual, permanent, reigning affections of hi? 
foul. They muft, as far as our ftate will allow, be purcj with - 
out allay, or mixture of any thing inordinate or irregular. No 
one can be admitted into the fociety of the fpotlefs angels, or 
'Maud in the prefencc of a God of infinite purity and ian&itv 3 

Vox.. IiL Y y y no 

(46) L. H, contra Celf. p. 400. (.}?) <?• ib. p. 233, (48) Horn, 
i. iu K/.ech. p. 391. {.[(,) Inter cp. C'ypr. 77. p. 330. (^o) Or.. 

40. p. 064. (51) Cum. 17. J . 2. p. t;.j. ($2) Li de Loci'. 
•Kcaiis. (53) t>. r.plir.J dcVi'*^i»iV- p- wj* 
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no one can find a place in the region of the blclTed, who is not 
perfectly without fpot or blemifli : There Jhall not enter into 
it any thing defiled (54). All infection of inordinate paf- 
iion, or vicious fclf-love, muft be purged away. How great a 
tafk have we upon our hands? but how noble and happy is the 
purfuit ? Perfectly to fubdue all our paflions, to counteract and 
reform all our vicious inclinations, and to acquire*, ehcrifh, and 
conftantly improve all virtues. This is not done by broken and 
interrupted ciiays and attempts, but by a vigorous and conftant 
application of the means, and repeated feivcnt acts of all virtues,. 

On the fame D A Y 

St. Theodota, M. Towards the end of the reign of Licinius, 
on a t rid ay in September, in the year 642 from the death ot Alex- 
ander the Great, that is, of Chrilt 318, a perfecution was railed at 
Philippic not the city fo called in Macedon which was at thar. 
time comprifed in the? empire of Conftantinc, but that culled Phi - 
lippopolis, anciently Eumo'pia?, in Thrace {«). Agiippa the pre • 
feet, on a certain feitival of Apollo, had commanded th/ac liic whole 
city mould offer a great facrifice with him. The riota, who had 
been fcrm.rly a harlot, was accufed of refilling to conform, and 
and being called upon by the pioftdent, anfwercd him, that flio 
had indeed been a grievous fmnei, but could not acid (in to fin, nor 
defile herfelf with a facriie»ious facrifice. Her conllancy encou- 
raged 7150 men (who wcie perhaps fome troop of fuldiers) to ilep 
forth, and profefliug themfelves Chriilians to refufe to join in the 
facrifice. 1 heodota was call into prifon where Hie lay twenty 
days ; till which time file employed in continual prayer, Ijciucg 
brought to the bar, as !he entered the court Ihe built into tears, 
and prayed aloud that Chrilt would pardon the crimes of her pail 
life, and arm her with flrength, that lhc might be enabled to bear 
with conllancy and patience the cruel torments me was going to 
fufVer. In her anfwers to the judge flic confclVed that lhe had been 
a harlot, but dcclated that flie was become a Chrilliau, rhough im- 
vvorihy to Lniar that facrcd name. A^rippa commanded heV to Le 
cruelly fcour&ed. The Pagans that Hood near her, ceded no: to 
exhort her to free hcdelf irom torments by obeying the preiidenc 
but fo>' one moment. Ihit ! heodota remained conllant, and under 
the lathe:- cried out ; " .1 will nevei abandon the true God, nor la- 

ci ili co 

[$.\) Apoc. x>:\. 27. 

(//} Confl an tine the ( ircat do- was afterward revived in the Kail 

eland openly in lavuur ol the for a lhuri time, when war broke 

CJhrillia>:s in the Well, after tin; out betw.een 1 icinius and Con- 

defeat ol Maxentins, and out of Uantine, in ^ 1 <>, and continued 

compliment to him, Inciniu:. fa- till the defeat of the former. !T 

vouu'd iln-iii in the j ail. His ciniu • ieem to have be^nu he 

L>)l!i. niic Maximin wa- a cruel peifccuiinn in Tin. tee, where 

j »*..*» I*. 1 u'.or ; but his death, in i>c then 1 elided. Sl. J'hcoun! a 

3».i» ptU an end to the piifecuii- received her crown in the m il 

OH 1 ailed by biodclian, though it fury of thh. Ilorm. 
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" crifice to lifelefs flames. The prefulcnt ordered her to be hoiited 
upon the nick, and her body to be torn with an iron comb Un- 
der thefe torments Die earneftly prayed to C'hriit, and laid : " I 
*' adore you, O Chrift, and thank you, bi-cauie you have made me 
'** worthy to fuller this for your name. " Tae judge, enraged at her 
il refolution and patience, fa id to the executioner : *• Tear her Ueflx 
* e again with tiie iron comb ; Lhen pour \ , >i!L , ^:ir and fait into her 
" wounds. " She faid : " So little do i f*;ir your torments, that I 
" intreatvou to tncreafe them to the uruj. il, thai I may imd mercy 
** and attain to the pi eater crown. A urn-pa next commanded rhe 
executioner*, to pluck out her teeth, which they violently pulled 
out one by one with pincers. Thejucl . e at length condemned her 
to be Ironed. She was leii out of the city, and during her martyr- 
dom prayed thus: " O Chnll, as you lhewed favour to Rahab the 
44 harlot, and received the j;ood thief; fo turn net your mercy from 
" me." In this manner flic died, and her foul afcendeu triumphant 
to heaven in the vear of ihe Greeks 64?. — bee her authenci -it Chal- 
d.iick Acts publilhid by Stephen AiTemani. sltia M~?tyr. Q;uti. T. z~ 

p. 2ZI . 
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F> m om his i\'>t'/?/ss, and other wor/cs 9 and. from other fathers < 
eirnt hi/nrians. S c "fillemont 9 T, 12. (Jei/iier, "T. 10, 
/••'/'• compiled in French by Dcai Adarti:ina\\ in *.to, in ijot\ de- 
dicated to the abhefs of Lairzun ; an>i that in Latin by l r idarj: y 
in the /V> ona edition of his works, Conjidt tiljo Oj:^ L 18. n. 51. 

T. 8. p. 113. /. 20. //. 31. T\ 9. p. ; 7. 

A, D. e ?.o. 

CT. Ji'.Rf'M, who is allowed to have been, in many re fpec^U;, 
the nio/t learned o( all the .Latin (allie/^ wa . imni, not arSt. i« 
i'onitjin, now c ilh'd (.iran, fitua;ed upon the Damihe in huiv.'!" 
I hni:';;ii v ; hut. at .Sci i don i u «n, now Sdi»i»ni, a /mall tuu'n npo t 
ihe confines oi i'annonia, iXdmatia and Italy, ne.ii" Anuiicia (a). 
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Me had a brother much younger than bimfelf, w.hofe name 
was Paulinian. His father, called Eufebius, was defcended 
from a good family, and had a competent eftate ; but being 
perfuaded that a good education is the moft precious inheritance 
that a parent can leave to his children, took great care to have, 
his fon infrru£ted in piety, and in the firft principles of litera- 
ture at home* and afterward fent him to Rome. St. jerom 
had there, for tutour, the famous Pagan grammariarv Donatus, 
well known for his commentaries on Virgil and Terence. In 
this city he became m after of the Latin and Greek tongues, 
read the beft writers in both languages with great application, 
and made fuch progrefs in oratory,, that he for fome time plead- 
ed at the bar (Z>) : but being left without a guide, under the 
difcipline of a Heathen matter, in a fchool where an exteriour 
regard to decency in, morals was all that was aimed at, he for- 
got the fentiments of true piety, which had been inftilled into 
him in his infancy, neglected fufficieritly to reftrain his paflions, 
and was full only of worldly views. His misfortune confirms 
the truth of that important maxim, that though, the advantages 
of emulation and mutual communication in ftudies be exceed- 
ing great with regard to learning, thefe are never to.be purchafed 
with danger to virtue ; nor is a youth to be trufted in publick 
fchools without the utmoft precaution : both that he be under 
the watchful eye and prudent direction of a perfon who is fln- 
cerely pious and experienced ; and that he be linked in fociety 
with virtuous companions, whofe gravity, inclinations, dif- 
courfe, and whole deportment and fpirit, may be to him a coa- 
ftant fpur to all virtue, and a fupport and fence againft the 
torrent of the world, or of the dangerous example of others. 
Jerom, went out of this fchool, free indeed from grots 
vices, but unhappily a ftranger to a Chriflian fpirir, and en- 
flaved to vanity and the more refined, paflions, a& he afterward- 
confefled and bitterly lamented. Being arrived at man's eftate, 
and very defirous of improving his ftudies, he rcfolved upon 
travelling, in order to further this defign. Few means contri- 
bute more to give a knowledge of men and the world, and to- 
enlarge a performs infight in all arts and fciences, and in every 
branch of ufeful knowledge, than travelling in polite and learned 
countries. But for this a maturity of age and judgment is re- 

quifite *, 



(/>) Sc. Jerom mentions, that 
whilil he was a young Undent 
at Kome, he ufed on Sundays to 
v.iiit, with hia ichooL fellows, the 



cemeteries of the martyrs, or ca- 
tacombs, which he defcribes, 

I. 12. in c. 40. K/.ech. p. 979, 
9x0. 
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•guifite : a foundation muft have been firft laid of a competent 

tfiock of knowledge, at leaft of the principles of all the arts in 
which a perfon feeks to improve himfelf ; otherwife things will 
prefent to him only their furfaces or fhells, he will fee and hear 
•without understanding, and his travels will at leaft be no more 
than an idle gratification of vain curiofity. The converfatioa 
of the wifeft and beft perfons in every place is to be cultivated ^ 
the fnares of the world, and all bad company muft be watch- 
fully guarded againft ; and whatever can be any improvement 
in valuable knowledge muft be diligently treafured up.; in 
which even thofe that are beft qualified 'for making proper ob- 
fervations, will ftill find much .pleafure and great advantage by 
a guide who is ready and able to point out whatever deferves 
notice, and to 'improve, and be himfelf improved by mutual 
obfervations. Virtue being the greateft and moft noble of all 
improvements of the human mind, challenges the firft atten- 
tion of the traveller, who will be able every where to meet with 
leflbns of it in the example, maxims and inftruc~tions of the 
good, and to learn warinefs even from the fnares of vice. He- 
roick practices and fentiments of piety, how much foever 
they are -concealed, may be learned almoft every where, if 
converfation with the moft experienced perfons in virtue be 
fought, and£the fpirit of God infpire an carneft defire of mak- 
ing fuch difcoveries and improvements. Above all things, in 
travelling, great fervour >and afliduity in all religious exercifes 
is neceflary, and frequent meditation muft cherifti and main- 
tain pious fentiments, and ferious reflection digeft all the 
improvements of the mind, Perfonal duties and circumftan- 
ces allow few the opportunity of travelling ; and either by 
too much time, a wrong feafon of life, or a ncglecl of the ne- 
ceflary rules and conditions, it generally becomes a vicious 
rambling, and a fchool of {loth, trifling, and often of all the 
paflions. Moft travel fo as to unhinge the whole frame of their 
minds, by living in conftant di Mi pat ion, fo as to verify the 
motto, that few become by it more holy. As for modifh mo- 
dern travellers, whofe chief ftudy is the gratification of their 
paflions, they import home little elfe but the flandcrs and im- 
piety of foreign cities, and the vices of the moft abandoned 
rakes, into whofe company they moft eafily fall, in the coun- 
tries through which they palled. Many ancient philofophers 
travelled for the fake of acquiring ufeful feience : fervent fcr- 
vants of God have fometimes left their cells (though redoubling 
their ardour in the practice of penance and iccollcclion) to vklit 

Vyy 3 holy 
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holy mm for their own edification and in lh uciion. St. Jerom 
in his fir ft journies was conducted by the divine mercy into the 
paths of virtue and falvation. A vehement third after learning 
put him upon making a tour through Gaul, where the Romans 
had erected fevera! famous fchools, efpecially at Marfeilles, 
Toulouie, Bourdcaux, Autnn, Lyons and Trier*. This lat- 
ter was etteemed an imperial city, being in that age frequently 
honoured with the ptefence of the emperours, when Rome, by 
the attachment of many powerful Senators to idolatry, and their 
regret for the Iofc of their ancient liberty and privileges, was 
not fo agreeable a refidence to its princes. The empcrour G.ra- 
tian, a learned man, arid a great lover of" learning, who ap- 
pointed, out o* h.is own revenue, fixed falaries for, the publick 
mailers of rhetoiiik, and of the Greek and Latin language*? in 
all great cities (i), dittinguifhed the fchools of Gaul with Spe- 
cial favours, and above the reft, tliofe of friers, to whofe pro- 
fefTors he granted greater falaries than to thole of other cities, 
and whither he dmv Aufonius from Bourdeaux. By prudent 
regulations he forbad the (Indents of this city to frequent pub- 
lick divcrfions or /hows in the theatre, or to a fix ft at cm cat ban- 
quets or entertainments, and gave other find orders ior the lo- 
bulation of rhcir manners. Aufonius extols the eloquence and 
learning of ti e iiluftrions Fiai mourns and Ui lulus, prolcfibrs ui 

eloquence at Trie!"!- (?_). It had heen St. Jerorn's created" plea- 
fure at Rome to eolkcl a good library, and to read aM 'the hc.:'i 
authors: in this, fuch was his naJfion, that it made h-m fOm'e- 
times forget to cat or drink. Cicero and Plautus were his chief 
delight. He purchafed a great many books, copied fever*!, and 
procured many to he tranferibec! hy his friends (3). Me arrived 
at Triers with his friend J3onofus not lnntr hefore the year ^;o, 
and it was in this city that the fentiinents of piety which he im- 
bibed in his infancy, were awaked, and his bean w.is tntiseiv 
converted to God ; fo that renouncing the vanity nf Ins N.i iv.cr 
purfuits, and the irreguLrities of his fife, he took a lefolutinn 
to devote himfelf wholly to the divine fervicv, in a lint.* o! pci - 
pctual continence (a). From this time his ardour for virtue 
jar furpalled that with which lie had In-fore applied himlelf 10 
profane fciences, and he converted the courfe of his (Indies into 
u new channel. Being Hill intent on enrichinir his hhiar\', he 
copied, at Triers, Si. Hilary's hook On Syjiods, and his 11. >n- 
.neninrics on the Pfaltns (5). Having collected whatever he 

coil id 

(l) Cod. Tlieod< ■ \ --s T. 1. it. p.ji), -\o . (:.) Anion, cp 
(B. p. 64. j. (■{) S lliei. <:p. .j . p. 0. (.\\ !'.p. 1. p. ; . See 

i)ein H iwt, Ti .Si. .J liiei . de la It. V. 1. part 2, }■ 1 j. S 1 her 

2. in I. :. «i; ( -.''at. '•• ep . p. 0.. 
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could meet. with in Gaul to augment his literary treafure, he 
repaired to Aquileia, where at that time fjourifhed many emi- 
nent and learned men. bt. Valerian, the hifnop, had entirely 
cleared that church of Arianifm, with which it had been in- 
fected under his predecefior, and had drawn thither fo many 
virtuous and learned men, that the clergy of Aquileia were fa- 
mous over all theW"efiern church. With many of thefe St. Jc- 
rom contracted fo great an intimacy, that their names appear 
often in his writings. Among thefe, St. Chromatius, who was 
then pried, fuccecdcd St. Valerian in the cpifcopal dignity., 
whofe death happen-d in 387, on the twenty fixth of Novem- 
ber, as For.tanini demonttratcs (6). To Sr. Chromatius St. 
Jcrom afterward dedicated fijveral of his works. This great 
bifhop died on the fecond of December, about the year 306 (c). 
Among; the other eminent clergymen of Aquileia at that time 
are reckoned St. Chromatius's two brothers, Jovinus, the arch- 
deacon, and Kufubius, deacon: Heliodorus (who was ordained 
bifhop of Antino before the death of St. Valerian) and his ne- 
phew Nepotian ; Nicetas, fubdeacon, and Chryfogonus, a 
monk. It appears from the chronicle and letters of St. Jcrom, 
that Heliodorus, Nepotian, Nicetas, and Florentius weie alio 
monks. The momdiick (late had been introduced in Italy by 
St. Alhanafius, tim ing his exile there, as St. Jcrom teftiiies (7). 
Cardinal Noiis oblcrvcs, that he maJc a long ihiy at Aqui- 
leia (8). j-jy that great faint's account of the lives of St. An- 
tony, and other monks in Egypt, many were excited to imitate 
them, and a gi eat monaftery was founded at Aquileia, which 
the learned Fontanini calls the ilrft in Italy, though others think 
St. Eufebius of Vereelli, upon his return from the Eall, had 
built one in his own citv before thib. Others wne foon after 
erected at Rome, Milan, and in other places. When St. Atha- 
nafitis ownrmiied to writing the hie ol St Antony, he mentions, 
that there were then feveral monaiteries in Italy. Tyrannius 
Rufmns, Ia;nous fir It lor his Iriendfhip, and Mcerward for his con- 
tioveiiies with Jit. Jcrom, entered hiinlclf a ironic at Aquileia, 

Y y y 4 in 

((>) I i ii 1 :. ? .i'.cr - A c;uih I. ? t c. "> p. \ 2d. (;/) l.".p. '.;(>, alias 16 

ad i'riiicipiain (tt) Now , Mill Kd.u'. 1. e. 3. 



(c) St. Clnoxnatius, in eighteen 

homilies upon Sc. JVhmhew ';. 

1 pel , Jiill extant, expound-, the 

J And':, I'laycr, and recommends 
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in 370, as is clear both from his own and St. Jerom's works (9), 
He was a native of Concordia, not the city of that name near 
Mirandola, but a fmall town in the territory of Aquileia, where 
during the refidence of St. Jerom in that city, he was baptized 
in the great church by St. Valerian, St, Chromatius, Jovinus 
and Eufebius aflifting, whom, on this account, Rufinus after- 
ward calls his three fathers or fponfors (10) ; one being fponfor 
at catechifm, another at baptifm, and a third at confirmation. 
This tefHmony confutes the miftake of Dom Martenne (11), 
and Gerard Maeftricht, who imagine that anciently no more 
than one fponfor was ever admitted for the fame perfon (d). 
St Jerom fhut himfelf up in this monaftery at Aquileia far fome 
time, that he might with greater leifure and freedom purfue hjs 
fludies, in the courfe of which he was clofely linked in friend- 
ship with Rufinus, and with great grief faw himfelf, by fome 
unknown accident, torn from his company (12). From what 
quarter this ftorm arofe is uncertain; though it feems to have 
come from his own family. For he mentions, that paying his 
friends a vifit, he found his fitter had been drawn afide from the 
path of virtue. He brought her to a deep fenfe of her duty, 
and engaged her to make a vow of perpetual continency 5 in 
which affair he probably met with thofe difficulties which obliged 
him, for the fake of his own peace, to leave that country : his 
aunt Caftorina, about the fame time, vowed her continency to 

God. ' ' 

St. Jerom returned to Rome, refolving to betake himfelf 
wholly to his ftudies and retirement. In his letters to pope Da- 
rnafus he teflifies that he received at Rome the facrament of re- 
eneration : Tillemont thinks this happened after his return 
from Aquileia, becaufe the faint tells us that his merciful con- 

vcrhon 



(9) Rufin. Apol. 1. S. Hicron. Apol. 1 & 2. Cron. ad an. 376, &c. 
(10) Rutin. Apol 1 &■ 2. Fontanini 1. 4. c. 1. p. 1 56, 1 ^7. (11) J£dm. 

Martenne, 1. 1. do antiqu. Eccl. ritjbus, c. id. §. 12. Mailer, in Schc? 
diafmatc de Sufccptoribus, p. 69. (12) S.IIicr.cp. 1. alias 41, &G- 



(J) Du Pin (Bib T. 3.) Ceil- 
lier (T. 10. p. 2.) and fome 
others, by miilake, fay , Ruiinns 
was baptized in a chapel of the 
monaftery. Hut it is certain that 
he received that facrament in the 
cathedral, as b'ontanini demon- 
ft rates (1. 4. c. 1. p 1^7); nor 
was haplifm ever folemnly ad- 

3?|iniflcred but ii} cathedrals arid 



parochial churches Bcrtoli (////- 

ttcbita iV . Iquiti ia, p. s$6^) def- 

crihes in the chapel of St. Jcsom, 
in the cathedral of Aquileia, a ve- 
ry old monument e reeled in me- 
mory of Rufinus being baptized 
in that place, though the name 
of St. Jerom lias been fubflituted 
by fome modern hand in the place 

of that of Rulinus. 
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verfion to God happened when he refided near the Rhine (13). 
But Martianay and Fontanini more probably maintain that he 
was baptized before he left Rome to go into Gaul, though it 
was only at Triers that he engaged himfelf by vow to ferve 
God in a ftate of perpetual continency. Experience foon 
convinced him that neither his own country nor Rome were fit 
places for a life of perfect folhude at which he aimed, where- 
fore he relblved to withdraw into fome diftant country. Bonofus, 
his countryman and relation, who had been the companion of 
all his ftudies and travels from his infancy, did not enter into 
his views on this occafion, but retired into a defert ifland on the 
coaft of Dalmatia, and there led a monaftick life. Evagrius, 
the celebrated prieft of Antioch, who was come into the Weft 
upon the affairs of that church, offered himfelf to our faint to>. 
be his guide into the Eaft; and Innocent, Heliodorus and 
Hylas (who had been a fervant of Melania) would needs bear 
him company. They croffed Thrace, Pontus, Bithynia* Ga~ 
latia, Cappadocia and Cilicia. Being arrived at Antioch, St- 
Jerom made fome ftay in that city to attend the lectures of Ap- 
pollinaris, who had not yet openly broached his here/y,and then 
read comments upon the fcriptures with great reputation. St. 
Jerom had carried nothing with him but his library, and a funi 
of money to bear the charges of his journey. But Evagrius 
who was rich, fupplied him with all necefiaries, and maintained 
feveral Amanuenfes to write for him, and aflift him in his ftudies- 
The faint having fpent fome time at Antioch, went into a hide- 
ous defert, lying between Syria and Arabia, in the country of 
the Saracens, where the holy abbot Theodofius received him with 
great joy. This wildernefs took its name from Chalcis, a town 
in Syria, and was fituated in the diocefs of Antioch. Innocent 
and Hylas foon died in this defert, and Heliodorus left it to 
return into the Weft : but Jerom fpent there four years in flu- 
dies, and the fervent exercifes of piety In this lonely habita- 
tion he had many fits of ficknefs, but fufFered a much more fe- 
vere affliction from violent temptations of impurity, which he 
defer ibes as follows (14) : fc> In the remotcfi part of a wild and 
* c fharp defert, which being burnt up with the heats of the 
<c fcorching fun, fhikes with honour and terrour even the 
*' monks that inhabit it, I fecmed tornyfelf to be in the midft 
fcC of the delights and aflemblics of Rome. I loved folitude 
* c that in the bitterncfh of my foul, I might more freely bewail 
f 6 my miferies, and call upon my Saviour. JVIy hideous cma- 

^ ciatccf 

(i^) S. Hier Ep f. alias (14) Fp. 22. ad Eiillocliiurn. dp 

^Virgin, c. 3. 
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*V,ciated limbs were covered with fackcloth : my fkin, was 
" c parched dry and black, and my flefh was almoft wafted away. 
The days I paffed in tears and groans, and when fleep over- 
powered me againft m.y will, I caft my wearied bones 
which hardly hung together, upon the bare. ground, not fa 
<c .properly to give them red:, as to torture myfelf. I fay no- 
* c thing of my eating and drinking ; for the monks in that de- 
fert, when they are fick, know no other drink but cold wa- 
ter, and look upon it m, fenfuality ever to eat any tiling 
6C d refled by fire, in this exile and prifon, to which for the 
cc fear of hell I had voluntarily condemned myfelf, having no 
* c other company but iccrpions and wild beads, I many times 
ct found my imagination . fiUe i with lively rcprefentations of 
sc d.anccs in the company of Roman ladies, as if I had been 
( - in the midfi: of them. My face was pale with failing; yet 
<c my will felt violent aflauks ot irregular defircs. In my cold 
^ c body, and in my parched-up fLfn, which fecmcd dead before 
* c its death, concupifccncc was able to live ; and though I vigor- 
C; oufiy reprefied all its failier., it lhove always to rife again, 
<c and to caft forth more violent and dangerous flames. Find- 
cc ing myfelf abandoned as it were to the power of this enemy, 
<c I threw myfelf in fpirit at the feet of Jefus, watering them 
<c with my teais, and I tamed my ilefh by hdling whole weeks. 
tLi I am not afhamed to difclofe my temptation.-, but I grie\ 
cc that I am not now what I then was. 1 often joined whole 
cc nights to the days, crying, fighing and beating my bread: 
till the defircd calm returned. 1 feared the very cell in 
cc winch I lived, becaufe it was witneSs to the foul fuscerUons 
<c of my enemy; and being angry and armed with fcvciity 
* 4 again ft myfelf, I went alone into the mod ice ret parts of 
tc the wildernels, and if 1 difcoveied any wheie a deep valley, 
or a craggy « ock, that was the place ol mv praver , there I 
*' threw this mile table lack ol my boil). The faine Lord is 
cc my witnefs, that alter fo many fobs and tears, alter having 
* c in much forrow looked long up to heaven, ! felt moil de~ 
<c Kcjuiiil comforts and interiour fweetnel^ ■ and thefe fo cireat, 
* c that, tran fported and abforpt, I (cemed u> myieli to be amidi 
cc the choirs of angels > and glad and j»>\fu) 1 lung to God . 
cc After Thee, O Lord, we will run in the fragrancy of thy 
cc ccleftial ointments." In this manner docs God who often 
fullers the fidelity of his fervants to he feverely tried, U lengthen 
them by his triumphant grace, and abundantly recompenfe their 
condancy. St. Jerom among the arms with which he fortified 
himlelf againit this dangerous enemy, added to his corpnr.il 

pt.ulkii4.ict, a new lludy, which lie hoped would fix hi:: ramhlin;-, 
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imagination, and by curbing his will, give him the victory over 
himfelf. This was, after having dealt only in polite and agree- 
able ftudies, to learn of aconveited Jew the Hebrew alphabet, 
and form his mouth to the uncouth afpirations, and .difficult 
pronunciation of that language. " When my foul was on fire 
" with bad thoughts/ 5 fays he (15), writing to the monk RuftU 
cus in 41 1 5 65 that I might fubdue my flefli, I became a fcholar 
C£ to a monk who had been a Jew, to learn of him the Hebrew 
< c alphabet ; and after f had molt diligently ftudied the judicious 
Ci rules of Quinclilian, the copious flowing eloquence of Ci- 
tc cero, tlie grave llyie of Fronto, and the fmoothnefs of Pliny,- 
tc I inured myfelf to hilling and broken -winded words. What 
tc labour it coft me, what difficulties I went through, how often 
<c I defpaircd and left off, and how I began again to learn, both 
cc I myfelf who felt the burden, can wittiefs, and the}' alio who 
<c lived with me. And I thank our Lord, that I now gather 
cc fweet fruit from the bitter feed of thofe fludies." However, 
he ftill continued to read the cla/Hcks with an cagemefs and plea- 
fure which degenerated into a paflion, 2nd gave him juft re- 
morfe, it being an impediment to the perfect disengagement of 
his affections, and the entire reign of C-*"d in his heart. ( )f 
this diforder he was cured by the merciful hand of God. The 
faint, in his long cpirrle to Euftochium, exhorting that vir«ri n 
who had embraced a religious ihue, to read only the holy fcup-. 
rures and other books of piety and devotion, relates, that being 
fcized with a grievous ficlcnefs in the dekrt, in the heat of a 
burning fever he fell into a tran.ee or dream, in which he fecmcd 
to himfelf arraigned before the dreadiul tribunal of Cl.rii'r. 
limine aiked his profeffion, he anfwered, that he was a (Jhti- 
•iian." " Thou Sycfl," laid the judge; LC thou art a Cieero- 
fct tj.ian : for the wo: ks of that author poOcf^ tin hear t ( 1 Oj." 
The indL'e theicunon Condemned him to be fevcteh kotir-nd 
I>y ari^eN : the remembrance ol which ( ii.ifli ieincur leu a 
ihon'jf inmrelhon u ) j:i his imagination alter his icoivit, and 
gave him a deep lenle of his fault. He proniif J {))<■ jud»>c ne- 
ver mote to read thofe profane authors. Ik And liuia that 
c; time," fiyh he, ct J gave mylcll to the readme ol divine 
thill"*; with <>rcater diligence and attention than I had ever 
tc- read other author::/' lie indeed declares 1 / 1 i • » to have be. n 
a die 1111 ( / 7) ; nevcrihelel > he looked upon it a*, a d n me admo 
nition, by which he was put in mind ol a Iault me.»nipmbie 

with the perleciion to which cveiy Clnilltau, cipee.ally a 

ni< 'id ; 

( 1 ;) ]%p. Ov- ad Kuliie. j> yfn). (-d) Kp. 1 S\ alia .i^. ad 
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snonk, ought to afpire. From that time he corrected this im- 
moderate paflion for reading the clafllcks, though he continued 
ftill fometimes to look into fome of them for the fake of their 
ilyle (e ). Befides interiour trials and temptations, St. Jerom 
met with many perfecutions from the world, of which he 
writes as follows : 4fc Would to God that all the infidels would 
4t rife up together againfl: me, for having defended the glory 
* c and the name of the Lord ! I wifh that the whole world 
« c would confpire in blaming my conduct, that I may, by this 
* c means, obtain the approbation of Jefus Chrifl. You are 
46 deceived if you think that a Chriflian can live without perie- 
« c cution. He fuffers the greatefl who lives under none. No- 
<c thing is more to be feared than too long a peace. A ftorm 
«* puts a man upon his guard, and obliges him to exert his ut- 
* c moft efforts to efcape fhipwreck." 

A great fchifm at that time divided the church of Antioch, 
fome acknowledging Meletius, and others Paulinus, patriarch. 
The breach was confiderably widened when the Apollinarift he- 
reticks chofe Vital is, a man of their fe<£r, bifhop of that great 
city. The monks in the defert of Chalcis warmly took part in 
this unhappy divifion, and were for compelling St. Jerom to 
declare to which of thefe candidates he adhered. Another con- 
troverfy among them was, whether one or three hypoftafes 
were to be acknowledged in Chrifl. The Greek word bypo/iafa 
was then ambiguous, being by fome ufed for nature^ by others 
for pcrfon or fubfifiente though it is now taken only for the lat- 
ter. The Arians on one fide, and the Sabellians on the o- 
ther, fought to enfnare the faithful under the ambiguity of this 
word. Our faint therefore ftood upon his guard againft their 
captious artifices, and anfwered with caution that if Nature was 
imderftood by this word, there was but one in God ; but if 
Pt'ffon y that there were three. Teazed, however, by thefe 
importunities, and afRidted with a bad ftatc of health, he left 
his wildernefs, after having pafl'ed in it four years, and went to 
Antioch to his friend Evagrius. A little before he left his de- 
fert, he wrote two letters to confult St. Damafus, who had 
been raifed to the papal throne at Rome in 366, what courfe 
he ought to fteer. In the fir ft he fays (18) : " I am joined in 

* l communion with your Holincfs, that is, with the chair of 

" Peter: 

(18) Ep, 14. alias 57, ad Damas. p. 19. T. 4. 



(e) The fault conlifted not in the eloquence of flyle, \\JrchSt. 
Jerom propofed to himfclf, but in an cxccflivc or raflionate fondnci* 
for that profane iludy. 
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** Peter : upon that rock I know the church is built. Who- 
* c ever eats the lamb out of that houfe is a profane peiffon, 
* s Whoever is not in the ark (hall perifh in the flood . . . I do 
u not know Vitalis ; I do not communicate with Meletius ; 
" Paulinus is a flranger to me. Whoever gathers not with 
" you,, fcatters ^ that is, he who is not Chrift's, belongs to 
" Antichrift . . . We afk what this word by-poftafis fignifies i 
" They fay, A fubfifting perfon. We anfwer, that if that be 
Cc the meaning of the word, we agree to it . . . Order me, if 
** you pleafe, what I mould do. ,r This letter was wrote to- 
ward the end of the year 376, or in the beginning of 377- 
The faint not receiving a fpeedy anfwer, fent foon after another 
letter to Damaftis on the fame fubject, in which he conjures his 
Holinefs to anfwer his difficulties, and not defpife a foul for 
which Jefus Chrift died. " On one fide,'* faid he,. " the Ariati 
" fury rages, fupported' by the fecular power : on the other 
6C fide, the church (at Antioch) being divided into three parts* 
<c each would needs draw me to itfelf. All the time I ceafe 
" not to cry out : Whoever is united to the chair of Peter, he 
<c is mine (19)." The anfwer of Damafus is not extant: but 
it is certain that he and all the Weft acknowled Paulinus pa- 
triarch of Antioch, and St. Jerom received from his hands the 
holy order of priefthood before the end of the year 377 : to 
which promotion he only confented on this condition, that he 
ihould not be obliged to ferve that or any other church in the 
functions of his miniftry. Soon after his ordination he went 
into Paleftirje, and vifited the principal holy places fituated in 
different parts of that country, but made Bethlehem his moil" 
•ufual refidence. He had recourfe to the ableft Jewifh doctors 
to inform himfelf of all particulars relating to all the remarkable 
places mentioned in the facred hiftory (20), and he neglected 
no means to perfect himfelf in the knowledge of the Hebrew 
tongue. For this he addrelTcd himfelf to the moft fkilful 
among, the Jews : one of his matters, by whofe instructions he 
exceedingly improved himfelf, fpoke He brew with fuch grace- 
fulnefs, true, accent, and propriety of expreffion, that he palled 
among the Jewifh doctors for a true Chaldean (zi). About the 
year 380, our faint went to Conftantinople, theie to fiudy the 
holy fcripturcs under St. Gregory Nazian'/.en, who was then 
bifhopof that city. In feverai parts of his works he mention 4 ; 
this with lingular latisfaction and gratitude for the honour and 
happinefs of having had lb great a mailer in expounding the 

divino 

(19) Ep. 16, alias 58. ad Damns, p, 12. (2c) S. Hier. Pra>f\ 
in.i'aralip. (2.1) T. 3. ad Damns, p. 5 r 5. 
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divine oracles as that moft eloquent and learned doctor. Upon 
St. Gregory's leaving Constantinople, he returned into Pales- 
tine. Not long after he was called to Rome, as he teftifies (22). 
He went thither in ?8i, with St. Paulinus of Antioch and St. 
Epiphanius who undertook that journey to attend a council 
which Damafus held about the fchilin of Antioch. The two 
bifhops flaid the winter in Rome, and then returned into the 
Eaft 5 but pope Damafus detained St. Jerorn with him, and 
employed him as his fccretary in writing his letters, in aniwer- 
ing the confultations of bifhops, and in other important affairs 
of the church (23). 

Our holy doctor foon gained at Rome an univerfal love 
and efteern, on account of his religious life, his humility, 
eloquence and learning. Many among the chief nobili- 
ty, clergy and monks fought to be inftructed by him in the 
holy fcriptures, and in the rules of Chruiian perfection. He- 
was charged likewife with the conduct of many devout ladies, a* 
St. Marcclla, her filler Afclia, and their mother Albina ; Me- 
lania the elder (who is not leis famous by the praifes of St. Je- 
rorn (24) than by thofe of Rufmus) Marcellina, Felicitas, Lea, 
Fabiola, Laeta, Paula and her daughters, with many other*. 
The holy widow St. Marcclla having loll her htifband in the 
feventh month alter her ma mage, refufed to marry Cereal is 
who had been conful, retired to a countr) houfe near Rome, 
and made choice of a monaiiick liie foity years before this, in 
341, under pope Julius 1. when St. Athauaiius came to Rome, 
from whom ihe received an account of the life of St. Antony 
who was then living. She was inftructed by St. Jerom in the 
critical learning of the holy feripture, in which fhe made great 
progrefs, and learned in a Ihort time many things which had 
colt him abundance of labour. St. Jerom, in one letter, ex- 
plains to her the ten Ilebicw names of God, and the Hebrew 
wonis which are adopted in the church o/ece (25). In an- 
other he explains the Kphod and Tcr.iphim (2b), and fo in 
others. St. Marcella died 11)412, and St. Jerom wrote her fu- 
neral elopy to her fpiritual daughter Pi h.cipia ( j.j ). Lea was 
at the head of a monaftcrv of virmns \v 010 ilu: inllruelid nunc 
by example than by words, ^he uled to mend whole ni '.hi.> in 
prayer; her clothes and food weie very mean, but fie.: horn . !i 
aliecluUuii 01 odentatioii. She was fo humble, that (he appeared 

to 

{*?.) Ivp. f : 7. ed. Yet. (?.* t ) l ^ . Hier. in A pal. ad 

IV.P'.iii..l h. £ cp. 1 1. (.,{) S. I In 1 . cp. 1. alia:. ,11. ep 

:ii;t, (p ».» .ill.!-. * ;;. ( : , J ' f . .■ p."oj. ed IWn' (~o) lb. 

j ** • 1 * 1 1 . (-*/ ! lie p. "//•'• J 11 ; . 1 • 
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to be the fervant of all her lifters, though fhe had formerly been 
miftrefs of a great number of (laves. The church honours her 
memory on the 22d of March. St. Jerom wrote her funeral" 
elogy after her death jn 384 to St. Marcella (28), Afella was- 
confecrated to God at the age of ten years, and at twelve re- 
tired into a cell, where flie lay on the ground, and lived upon- 
bread and water, ft/ring all the year, and being often two or 
three days without eating, efpecially in Lent: \ et her auftert- 
ties did not impair her health. She ufed t-> woik with her 
hands, and never went abroad, unlefs it was to viht the churches 
of the martyrs, and that (he did without being icen. - Nothing 
was more cheerful and pleafing than her fe verity, nor more grave 
than, her fwectnefs. Her very f|)eech proclaimed her Jove of 
recolledtion and filcnce, and her filcncc fpalce aloud to the 
heart. She never fpoke to any man unlefs upon her fpiritual 11 e- 
ceffities ; even her fitter Marcel! a could hardly ever fee her* 
Her conduct was fimple and regular, and in the midft of Rome 
fhe led a life of folitude. She was fifty years old in 284(29}. 
Fabiola was of tlie iliuftrious Fabian family, and being obliged 
to be feparatcd from her hufband on account of his diforderJy 
conduct, made ufe of the liberty allowed her by the civil laws, 
and took a fecond hufband. After his death, finding this had 
been againit the laws of the gofpel, fhc did publick penance in 
the molt auttere and exemplary manner. After this (he fold all 
her ettate, and creeled an hofpital for the lick in Rome, v/heie 
Ihe ferved them with her own hands. She gave immenfc alms 
to feveral monaftenes, which were built upon thecoalls of Xuf- 
cany, and to the poor in Italy and Palcttine (30). She died at 
Rome about the year 400 (f). The moli illuttrious of the Ro- 
man 

(2S) F. 2. par. 2. p $ r . {.zq S. Hicr. cp. r 5. ad Marcell- 

jb, p. (so) S Jurom in ^ letters to Kalnola, p j7-f, 

and in jier funeral elogy which lit: wrote to Occanus, p. 6-77. 

(/) Scvei.il letter;, oi this holy he, " what aie yon doi n in 

doctor to thou: ladies or other ** your father':, houf-* ?. . . Mc- 
devout pcrfon*;, cmiiain excellent im mbei ilritd'iy. uh -rein you 

advice and inllructi.,n.'. Jbr van- 4 liJUd yourielf a loldier o* 

on;, Rates and coiidi:iuii:>. lie " Clirill ; then yon io«'l: .m oath 

hodonii. having lei: him in the " ol fidelity to Imn .. Tl.ouHi 

deleft of C* halcta in Syiin ie- 11 your ii; lie ue; w fhnuM hruy; 

turn home to Koiae, Si. |erom '* ;iLoiil your i'cc! ; li-ouyu umr 

wrote lion a. niol! rK':".nt. I t T or " im<uIu < Ih'MiM .e ; r !.<•>• Lair; 

!') conjure him J" * .»..■• 1 ! ■ » - • ilx-u !i \ our i Ii.m fnou) ! In. 

hi:, irtiii'intnt. H» ul-. :. 1 .iu.t • 1: u ( li • ( !i r. i'.old oi 

rrproaclica. " JNk\: l-A'\ n:i ," ».<>'-• '*■' i!<nr l>j lU-p 1 on Jic;> 
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man ladies whom St. Jerom inftrudted, was St. Paula. Her 
father, who was originally a Grecian, traced his genealogy up 
to Agamemnon, and her mother defcended from the Scipio's 
and the Gracchi : (he married Julius Toxotius of the Julian 
family, who con fequently defcended from lulus and ./Eneas (31). 
St. Paula engaged St. Jerom to accept of a lodging in her houfe 
during his abode in Rome, that -{he and her family might more 
eafily have recourfe to him for their fpiritual direction. The 
inftrudtion of thefe and many other devout perfons did not fa 
engrofs our faint's time and attention, but he was always ready 
to acquit himfelf of all that pope Damafus recommended to 
his care, and by other labours to render important fer vices to 

-the 

(31) See her life Jan. 



your father, and follow the 
" ftandard of the crofs with dry 
4C eyes. It is great mercy to be 
" cruel on fuch occafions . . . . 
«« You are miftaken, brother, if 
*' you fuppofe thataChriflian can 
*' be without perfecution : he is 

then moft violently afiaulted 
<c when he thinks himfelf moft 
** fecure . . . You will fay, cler- 
*' gymen live in cities. God 
" forbid* that I fliould fpeak 

evil of thofe who fuccecd the 
** apoftles, who confecratc the 
** body of Jefus Chrift with 
44 their holy mouths, who make 
*' us Christians, and who hold- 
*' ing the keys of the kingdom 
*' of heaven in their hands, 
•* judge, if I may fo lay, before 
** the day of judgment/' He 
{hews the difference between the 
(late? of a prieil and of a monk, 
and deters hi in f rom confenting 
to be aftumed into the clergy, 
foceaufe though a worthy prielt 
acquires a greater decree ol per- 
fection, <f It is not the ecclefialli- 
4t cal dignity that makes good 
*' ChriRiaiiH. . . . It is not cafy 
*' for all men to have St. Paul's 
** graces, or St. Peter's fandtity." 

He eloquently extoU ^hc happi- 



nefs of holy penance and foli- 
tude, in which heaven is open 
to us. Heliodorus determined to 
return to the defert 5 but being 
ordained prieft was obliged to 
fcrve the church at Rome. His 
nephew Nepotian being a young 
ecclefiaftick, St. Jerom wrote to 
him excellent rules for the con- 
duct of a clergyman ; as, That 
Chrift alone be his portion, fo 
that in his heart he pofTefs no- 
thing but the Lord : and that 
though he live by the altar, he 
ought to be content with food and 
raiment, eftccming all the reft 
the portion of pilgrims and the 
poor. 2; That he never let wo- 
men come near his hcufe, or at 
lcaft but feldom ; have no fami- 
liarity with virgins confecrated 
to God; and either be acquainted 
with none, or love all equally, 
and never dwell in the fame 
houfe with any. <* Truft not 
«• your paft chaftity," fays he, 
" you arc neither holier than. 
" David, nor ftrongcr than Sam- 
" fon, nor wifer than Solomon. 
" Vific not women alone ; fpeak 
" not with them face to lace." 
He forbids making fen Us for 

laymen; recommends charity, 
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the catholick church. Pope Daraafus died in December, 384* 
and was fucceeded by Siricius. The freedom which St. Jerom 
Vol. III. Z z z took 



prudence, difcretion, modelty, 
and fobriety ; but would have no 
excefs in falls. He tit icily charges 
the clergyman not to have an 
itching tongue or ears, and chat 
he never defiie 10 be invited to 
dinner; and that wkn he is in- 
vited, he feldom go, <jfc Nepo 
tian dying Icon after this, St. Je- 
rom wrote his panegyrick to his 
uncle Hcliodorus, then hi mop of 
Altino, in which he draws an 
elegant portraiture of the fliort- 
nefs and uncertainty of life, com 
mends the diligence and devorion 
of the decealed : n adorning the 
chapels and altars of matters 
with flowers, &'c and comforts 
Hcii.odorus with the ail u ranee 
that, his nephew was then with 
Chrift, in the company of the 
faints (p. 283.). — Ruiticus. a na- 
tive of Marseilles, and a monk, 
but living at Rome, having beg- 
ged his advice, the faint gave 
him directions how to ferve 
God in the monaflick llate. He 
recommends watchful nefs and 
conftam fervour, afliduity in ma- 
nual labour, reading, medita- 
tion upon the fciiptures, prayer, 
obedience, chafHty and falling. 
He prefers the cenobitical life 
to that of hermits, as more fe- 
curc, nnd would have perlbns 
live firffc in lb., e religious com- 
munity before they commence 
hermits. He fays, that it win, a 
rule in the monaltcrico in Kgypt, 
10 admit no one who could not 
or would not ply manual labour, 
not fo much t > gain a fnbfj Hence, 
as to prevent bad thought ., and 

avoid idlenefs. in inking the 
divine oflice ihe voice is n«>t la 

much conlidercJ as the ailechon 
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of thcheart. " No art," fays he, 
" is learned without a mailer, 
" much iefs thar of falvation. 
Serve your brethren, \v.*fh the 
feet of ilrangcrs, be illcnt 
" when you fuller wrong, &C. 11 
He lays down humility and pa- 
tience as a great means to over- 
come temptations, which he 
confirms by the following ex- 
ample. A young Greek who 
. lived in a monajtery in Kgypr, 
was troubled with v.oluut temp- 
tations of the fleih, and neither 
afiiduous labour, nor the fe- 
vere abftinence, ilrengil.encd by 
fervent prayer, delivered him 
from the annoyance of this dread- 
ful enemy. His fuperiour, to 
whom he difclofed his danger, 
gave privately orders to a certain 
grave companion to haunt him 
every where with the molt re- 
viling taunts and reproaches, 
and then to come and complain 
to the abbot again Ii him, as if 
he had done the injury. When 
a year had palled in this man- 
ner, the young man was aiked 
whether his former temptations 
Hill gave him any trouble. To 
this he anfwered : " Father, 1 
♦» have much ado to live, much 
14 Ids can any thou gins of plca- 
<* fine inie'l my mind." RuUi- 
cus was then reiurnint? to Gaul. 
Wherefore ^t Jeiom bids him go- 
vern himfelf bv tl;e admonit on ; 
of two holy hi ih op.*;, that he m'ghc 
never decline on either i.dc, 
or Jorlake the kin.»\s hi*»hwav. 
The i; vveie fi/oai! u i . , the moll 
religious and learned biiliop o£ 
Ivlarieiih s, and Kmuvj in.-, bi- 
fhop oi Tuuloufe. C.'j the lailer 
li»: fay 1 • " 'I'lna holy p;cla:o 

iiinuue . 
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took in reproving the reigning vices of avarice, vanity and ef- 
feminacy (which invectives feveral among the clergy took to 

them- 



« # imitates the widow of Sarep- 
« e ta : he feeds others, and falls 
•« himfelf : nothing but the hun- 
** ger and wants of other men 
*« trouble him. He has given 
** all his eftate to the poor, yet 
41 no one is richer than he. He 
«' carries the body of our Lord 
«« Jefus Chrift: in an ofier bafket, 
*' and his precious blood in a 
** glafs veifel. . * Follow the fteps 
«« of this good bifhop, and other 
«< faints, whom the paftoral dig- 
*' nity has made poorer and more 
44 humble. If you would cm- 
" brace a flate more pe^ecl, get 
** out of your own co r, ..»y, as 
«' Abraham did ; leave your kin- 
*« dred : if you have any goods, 
** fell them, and diftribute the 
c< price to the poor. Strip your- 
*' lelf of all things to follow on- 

]y Jefus Chrift. KudumCbriJ- 
" turn nudus feque>e. It is hard, 

I confefs, it is great and diffi- 
«< cult ; but the recompence is 
*' infinite." On the rules which 
this faint prefcribed to holy vir- 
gins, fee the life of St. Eufto- 
chium. His letters to widows 
wfually contain flrong exhorta- 
tions to a retired penitential de- 
vout life, to which their condi- 
tion particularly invites them. 
He fpeaks with great warmth 
againft iccond marriages ; though 
he grants them to be lawful, and 
without fin. 

Among this father's letters of 
fp» ritual advice, there is not per- 
haps a more ufeful one than that 
which he wrote to Lxta, wife of 
Toxotius, St. Paula's fon. It 
contain a rules for the education 
of her little daughter St. Paula 



the younger, whom her grand- 
mother defigned for a religious 
life with her at Bethlehem. Her 
grandfather was a prieft of Jupi- 
ter ; but the rell of their family 
were Chriftians. St. Jerom ex- 
horts them to convert him by 
their regularity, modefty and vir- 
tuous deportment : a motive too 
ftrong for malice itfelf to refift. 
" I am perfuaded," fays he, 
<c that Jupiter himfelf might have 
<c believed in Jefus Chrift, had 
" he had fuch an alliance and 
" family as yours.' * St. Jerom 
puts Lceta in mind that (he had 
obtained her daughter of God at 
the tombs of the martyrs, only 
that Ihe might be brought up to 
ferve him. As to her education, 
he lays down the following rules. 
«' Let her be brought up as Sa- 
" muel was, in the temple ; and 
Ce the Baptlft in the defert, in 
" utter ignorance of vanity and 
c * vice. Let her never hear* 
€t learn or difcourfe of any thing 
" but what may conduce to the. 
** fear of God. Let her never 
hear bad words, nor learn 
<c profane fongs : but as foon as 
" lhe can fpeak, let her learn 
<c fome parts ofthepfalms. No 
<c rude boys mull come near her ; 
" nor even girls or maids, but 
ct fuch as are ilrangers to the 
*' maxims and converfation of 
" the world. Let her have an al- 
«' phabet of little letters madeoi 
<4 box or ivory, the names of all 
" which lhe muftknow, that flic 
«• may play with them, and that 
«' learning be made a diveriion. 
" When a little older, let her 

M forsu each letter in wax with 
- ' " her 
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themfelves) raifed him many powerful enemies. The authority 
of pope Damafus kept them in awe fo long as he lived : but af- 

Z z z 2 



" her finger, guided by another's 
** hand : then let her be invited, 
* c by prizes and prefents Anted 
** to her age, to join fyllables 
c together, and to write the 

* names of the patriarchs down 
e from Adam. Let h - have 

* companions to learn witu her, 
' that fhe may be fpurred or. 
c by emulation, and by hearing 
f their praifes. She is not to be 

* fcolded or brow-beaten, if 

* flower, but to be encouraged, 

* that fhe may rejoice to furp? r , 
c and be forry to fee h lelf 
4 outflript, and behind others, 

* not envying their progrefs, 
4 but rejoicing at it, and ad- 

* miring it, whilft fhe reproach- 
c es her own backwardnefs. 
1 Great care is to be taken that 
c fhe conceive no averfion to 
' ftudies, left their bitternefs 

remain in riper years. Let 
the words which fhe learns 

* be chofen and holy, fuch as 
c the names of the prophets 

and apoftles. Let her run 
down the genealogies from 
Adam, that even in this a 
foundation be prepared for 
her memory hereafter. A 
m after mull be found for her, 
who is a man both of virtue 
and learning : nor will a great 
feholar think it beneath him 
to teach her the firil elements 
of letters, as Ariltotlcdid Alex- 
ander the Great. That is not 
to be contemned, without 
which nothing great can be ac- 
quired. The very found of let- 
ters and the fir ft documents, are 
very different in a learned and 

in an unikilful mouth. Care 
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" mull be taken tliat fhe be not 
** accultomed by fond nurfes to 
*' pronounce half words, or to 
•* play in gold and purple : the 
'* Aril would prejudice her 
<e fpeech, the fecorid her virtue* 
" Great care is nece/Tary that 
" fhe never learn what fhe will 
«* have afterwards to unlearn* 
<c The eloquence of the Gracchi 
" derived its perfection from the 
" mother's elegance and purity 
tf of language : and that of 
'* Hbrteniius was framed from 

" his father's bread. What young 
4C minds imbibe is fcarce ever to 
*« be rooted out, and they are 
*' difpofed fooner to imitate de- 
*' feels and vices than virtues 
" and good qualities. Alexan- 
" der, the conqueror of the 
'« world, could never correct the 
<« faults in his gait and manners, 
** which he had learned in his 
*' childhood from his mailer Le- 
*' onides. She muft have no 
« nurfe or maid of light car- 
" riage, or that is talkative, or 
*' a tipler. When fhe fees her 
" Heathen grandfather, let her 
'* leap on his brcaft, hang about 
" his neck, and frng in his ears 
" Alleluia. Let her be ami- 
" able to all, but file niufl. be 
" apprifed early that flic is to 
€t be the fpoufe of Chriil, No 
** paint muft ever touch her face 
** or hair, to forebode the flarncs 
" of hell. " Prietextata, wife 
of Hymetius, the uncle of Eu- 
itochinm, by his orders, changed 
her drefs and face, to endea- 
vour to overcome her rclolu- 
tion of living a virgin : but 

an 
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ter his death, envy and calumny were let loofe upon our faint. 
His reputation was attacked in the moft outrageous manner : 

even 



an angel, that fame night, faid 
to her in her fleep : ■* Thou 
" hall preferred the commands 
*' of thy hufband to thofe of 
*' Chrift, and prefumed to touch 
«' the head of God's virgin with 
*' thy facrilegious hand, which 
*' mall this moment wither, and 
€< after five months thou fhalt 
*' die, and, unlefs thou repenteft, 
*' be dragged to hell. If thou 
*' perfevereft in thy crime, thou 
44 fhalt alfo lofe thy hufband 
*< and children." The event 
Ihewed repentance came too 
late to avert the threat as to 
this world. Heli offended God 
by his children ( 1 Reg- 1 & 
4. ). He cannot be made a 
bifhop who has vicious children 
( 1 Tim. iii. ), and a woman 
is to be faved by her virtuous 
children (ib.). " If the faults of 
" grown up age be imputed to 
parents, much more are thofe 
" of an age which knows not the 
4< right hand from the left. If 
«' you are folicitous your daugh- 
«' ter mould not be bit by a 
** viper, how much more that fhe 
«« be not hurt by the poifon of all 
" the earth : let her not drink 
" of the golden cup of Babylon, 
•* nor go abroad with Dina to 
fee the daughters of the world. 
*< Let her never play with her 
< c feet, nor learn any levity or 
" vanity. Poifons are only given 
** difguifed in honey, and vices 
*' never deceive but when pre- 
iC fented under the appearance 
" of virtues. " lie adds ad- 
vice, when flic fhould be grown 
up, that ihc never flir out, but 

with her parents, and tremble at 



the fight of a man as the Bleff- 
ed Virgin did at that of an 
angel in the appearance of a 
man : that fhe be uiually to be 
found in the chuich, or her 
chamber ; never join with 
other girls in noify plays, 
and never go to great ban- 
quets, for it is fecurei for tt m- 
perance never to know what 
the palate might crave- He 
will have her drink no wine, 
unlefs a little mixt with water 
and that only in her tender 
years. He prefcribes that fhe 
be utterly ignorant of the very 
ufe of mufical inflrurnents : that 
file learn, firft Greek, then 
Latin, her native language, 
which he wouid have cultivat- 
ed from her infancy with th» 
grcateft correclnefs ; for bar- 
barifms and faults then learnt 
are fcirce ever to be corrected. 
He lays down as capital rules, 
that flie never fee any thing in 
her father or mother, which 
it would be a fault for her to 
im'tate : and that fhe never fro 
out but with her mother, to the 
church or tombs of the mar- 
tyrs. He adds, that fhe mult 
read, pray and work by turns 
the whole day, rife at night to 
prayer, recite the pfalms, and 
be cxacl to the hours of the di- 
vine office, mattins, tierce, fext, 
none and vefpers. She fhould 
learn to fpin, weave, and make 
clothes, but only fuch as are 

modeft, never fine ones, or fuch 
wherewith bodies clothed are 

made the more naked. Her 
food mull be chiefly roots and 

herbs; lbmctinies a little fifh : 

but 
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eve.n his fimplicity, his manner of walking, his /hilling, and 
the air of his countenance were found fault with. Neitucr did 
the fevere and eminent virtue of the ladies that were under his 
direction, nor the refervednefs of his own behaviour fcreen him 

Z z z 3 from 
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but flic (hoxild eat fo as always . 
to be hungry, and to be able 
to read or ling pfalms immedia- 
tely after meals. He fays, " The 
'* immoderate long fails of many 
** difpleafe roc. I have learned 
i( by experience, that the afs too 
" much fatigued in the road 
" feeks reft at any rate. In a 
*' long journey ilrength muft be 
** fupported, Icil by running the 
" firlfc ilage too fait, wc fhould 
ec fail in the middle. In lent 
full fcope is to be given to fe- 
vere falling, but more in fe- 
" culars, who, like lhell-fim, 
* c have their juice laid up to live 
" on, than in thofe whofe life is 
*' a perpetual fail. . . All baths 
" difpleafe me in a grown up 
*' virgin, though flie be alone : 
# (he ought to blufh at herfelf, 
*' and not bear to fee any part 
" of her own body naked. He 
allows bathing fometimes in 
children. He advifes, that a 
perfon firft learn the Pfalter, and 
ling it : that then by reading 
the Proverbs (he fludy the pre- 
cepts of virtue : next, by Ec- 
cleflafl.es, me learn to defpife 
the world : and learn by Job pa- 
tience and piety : that after this 
flie pafs to the Gofpels (which 
are to be always in her hands) ; 
next to the Ads of the Apoilles, 

aiui ihcKpifllcs : then get by hcMt 
1 he 1'iojvhcts and the hillorical 
books : and lail of all, venture 
to take in her hands the book 
of Canticles, which flie will be 

then prepared to undcrlland in 



a fpintual fenfe. He adds, 
fhe may be converfanc in the 
works of t st. Cyprian, and may 
run over, without danger of 
errour, the epi files of St- Atha- 
nafius, and the writings of S,t. 
Hilary. He defies La:ta, if 
it was difficult to praclife thefo 
lclibns at Rome, to fend the girl 
to her grandmother Paula, and 
her aunt Euilochium at Beth- 
lehem, where her piety and 
education would be more fe- 
cure : and he promifes to be 
himfelf her mailer and tutour; 
adding, he mould be more 
honoured by teaching a fpi ufe 
of Chriil, who is one day to 
be raifed to heaven, than the 
philofopher was in being pre- 
ceptor to the Macedonian 
king, who was foon to perifli 
by Babylonian poifon. Lata 
followed his advice. St. Pau- 
la the Younger being fent to 
Bethlehem, confecrated herfelf 

to Chrift in her grandmother's 
nionailcry, and feems, by the life 

of St. Martinian, to have been 

afteiward the foundrefs and ab- 

befs of a new nunnery there. 

Lxta imitated at Rome the ex- 

ceilive charity to the poor, and 

other ex (inordinary virtues of 

her mother- in law ; and fome 

time after this, embraced a flatc 

of perpetual continency ; as St. 

Jerom teiiifies in his I'.piiaph oi 

Paula. Toxotius, who was then 

living, muft have taken upon 

him a like engagement. 
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from cenfures (29). St. Jerom, partly to yield to this perfec- 
tion of envy, and partly to follow his own ftrong inclination to 
jblitude, after having ftaid three years at Rome, refolved to re- 
turn into the Eaft, there to feek a quiet retreat. He embarked 
at Porto in the month of Auguft, in 385, with his young bro- 
ther Paulinian, a prieft called Vincent, and fome others, hav- 
ing been attended from Rome to the fhip by many pious per* 
fons of diftinclion. Landing at Cyprus, he was received with 
great joy by St. Epiphanius. At Antioch he vifited the bifhop 
Paulinus, who when he departed, attended him a confiderablc 
part of the way to Paleftine. He arrived at Jerufalem in the 
middle of winter, and in the following fpring went into Egypt, 
to improve himfelf in facred learning, and in the raoft perfect 
practices of the monaftick inftitute. At Alexandria, he, for a 
month, received the leffons of the famous Didymus, and pro- 
fited very much by his converfation (/). He vifited the chief 
monafteries of Egypt : after which he returned into Paleftine, 
and retired to Bethlehem. St. Paula, who had followed him 

thither, 

(29) S. Hier. ep. 95. ad Afellam. ep. 23. ad Marcel, ep. 25. ad 
Paulin. 



(J) Didymus, as St. Jerom, 
Rufinus, Socrates, Sozomen, Pal- 
iadius, Theodoret, and others 
allure us, loft his fight by a hu- 
mour which fell upon both his 
eyes in his infancy, when he juit 
began to learn the alphabet. Ne- 
ver thelefs, he afterward got the 
letters of the alphabet cut in 
wood, and learned to ditfinguifh 
them by the touch. With the af- 
fiftance of hired readers and copi- 
c s, he bec.uYie acquainted with 
aim oft all authors facred and 
profane and acquired a thorough 
ft now' edge of grammar, rheto- 
rick, logick, arithmetic!;:, nm- 
fick, geometry, aftronomy, the 
philofophy of Plato and Ariftotlc, 
and chiefly a knowledge of the 
holy fcripturcs, io that he was 
eilcemed a kind of prodigy. He 
added prayer to ftudy, and St. 

AthanaJius, and other great men, 



fo highly approved his learning 
and piety, that the great fchool 
at Alexandria was committed to 
his care. He was born about the 
year 308, and lived fourfcoreand 
five years. He compofed com- 
mentaries on the fcriptures, and 
feveral other works. His book 
on theHolyGhoft againft theMa- 
cedonians ib extant in St. Jcrom's 
Latin tranflation. We have alio 
his trcatife againft theManichees. 

There never feems to have 
been a more wonderful example 
of a learned blind man than Di- 
dymus. He who reads in Homer 
the moll lively and beautiful 
images of all the objcAs of na- 
ture and art, mult be himfelf 
blind in his undcrftanding, if he 
believes the author could have 
been blind from his cradle. Wc 
have the Englilh poems of Tho- 
mas Blacklock, the blind Scotf- 

iuac 
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thither, built for him a monaftery, and put under his direction 
alfo the monaftery of nuns, which fhe founded and governed. 
St. Jerom was foon obliged to enlarge his own monaftery, and 
for that purpofe fent his brother Paulinian into Dalrnatia, to fell 
an eftate which he ftill had there. For, as Sanchez and Suarez 
remark from this example, anciently private religious men 
could retain the dominion, or a property in eftates, though by 
their vows they renounced the adminiftration, unlefs they exerci- 
fed it by the commiflion of the abbot. St. Jerom alfo erected an 
hofpital, in which he entertained pilgrims. It was thought that 
he could not be further inftru&ed in the knowledge of the He- 
brew language : but this was not his own judgment of the mat- 
ter 5 and he applied again to a famous Jewifh mafter, called 
Bar- Ananias, who, for a fum of money, came to teach him in 
the night time, left the Jews fhould know it (30). Church 
hiftory, which is called one of the eyes of theology, became a 
favourite ftudy of our holy doctor (g). All the herefies which 
were broached in the church in his time, found him a warm and 
indefatigable adverfary. 

Z z z 4 Whilft 
(30) S.Hier. ep. 85. 



jnan, who was born at Annan, 
in 1721, and entirely loft his 
eyefight by the fmallpox, when 
but fix months old. In thefewe 
may agreeably trace the ideas 
which a blind man is capable of 
forming of all vifible objects. 
A late extraordinary inftance of 
a fagacious blind man, was dr. 
Saunderfon, who was born in 
1682, and died at Cambridge in 
1739. When twelve months old, 

he was deprived not only of his 
fight, but alfo of his eyes, by an 
nbfeefs formed in both of them 
by the fmallpox. He fucccedcd 
mr. Cotes in the Plnmian profef- 
iorfliip of allronomy and mathc- 
maticks at Cambridge, and his 
trcatiic of algebra, in 2 vols, /j.to, 
and other works, arc monuments 
of his learning. But this lay in 
abflralt fcienccs,and he knew cor- 
poreal objects only by the feeling. 
The late dr. Richard Lucas com- 

pofed, in a Hate of darkjicfs? his 



famous Inquiry after Happinefs ; 
but only loft his fight in the 
middle age of life. Yet complains 
that the eyes or fenfe of others, 
by which he was obliged to learn, 
were inflxuments or organs as ill 
fitted, and as aukwardly ma- 
naged by him, as wooden legs 
and hands by the maimed. Walk- 
up, and the truly pious and emi- 
nent F. Le Jeune, called Pere 
Jean TAvcugle, are inftances of 
the fame kind ; but not to be com- 
pared with the great Didymus. 

(g) St. Jerom compiled, in 
3 92, his moil ufeful Catalogue 
of illuitrious men, or Ecclcfiaili- 
cal writers, in one hundred thirty 
five chapters. Before this, whillt 
he was at Conflantinoplc, in 380, 
he tran Hated into Latin the great 
chronicle of Kufebius, with Ionic 
additions and corrections, and 
continued it down to that year. 
This work is the more valuable 

treafure, as the grcareii part tfi 
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Whilft he was an inhabitant of the defcrt of Chalcis, he drew 
his pen again ft the Luciferian fchifmaticks. After the unhappy 
council of Rimini, in which many orthodox bifhops had been 
betrayed, contrary to their meaning, into a fubfeription favou- 
rable to the Arians, St. Athanafius, in his council at Alexan- 
dria, in 362, and other catholick prelates, came to a refolution 
to admit thofe prelates to communion, upon their repentance. 
This indulgence difpkafed Lucifer, hnftop of C«i;iiari 9 a per fon 
famous for his zeal and writings again I 1 the Arians, in the reign 
of Conftantius. He like wife took offence at the oriental catho- 
lick bifhops refilling to hold communion with Pauhmis, whom 
with his own hands he had confederated bifhop of Antioch, in 
the place of St. Zuftafhius. lie canied matters fu far as to fe- 
parr.ee himfelf from the communion of all thofe who admitted 



F.ufebius's Greek origin.il is loit. 
Jufcph cicaligcr pretended to re- 
ilore it; but impofed upon the 
world, under this title, {'craps 
purloined from Cedrenus, C'or^e 
Syncellus, and other Greek chro- 
nologies, without any marks of 
diltinclion. That morofc critick, 
who never gave hi.nfelf time to 
digeil by reflection what he de- 
voured by reading ali authors he 
could come at in every fcience, 
fell iliort in judgment of his fa- 
ther Julius, who had read much 
Id's, but thought more His 
pee vim cenforioufnefs, a mark 
of intolerable pride, is a diflio- 
nour to learning, and to human 
nature. To return to St. Jerom, 
he wrote the life of St. Paul the 
f.ril hermit win lit he lived in the 
defcrt of Chalcis, about the y ar 
3S0: that of oi Id ilarion before 
the year 30^ ; and that of Mai- 
chns, about the year 390. St. 
Maichus was born in the Eallein 
pent of Syria, thirty mile:, /rom 
Antioch, and led an nnachorcti- 
cal life in the defert of Chakis, 
till going home to fell an ellate 
that was fallen to him, in order 
to difpofe of the price in alms, 

he was carried away captive by a 



troop of Jfmaclites or Saracens, 
and ieil to the lot of one who 
employed him in keeping fheep. 
This condition delighted him 
e\ve< diugly, and he prayed and 
fun.; pfalm? continually. He 
was> compelled to take to wife a 
Chriilian woman, who was a fel- 
low fiave : but both agreed pri- 
vately to live in perpetual conti- 
nence, and kept a greater re- 
fervednefs towards each other 
than even a brother and filler 
would have done. They at length 
made their efcape through griev- 
ous dangers ; and fhe ended her 
life in a houfe of holy virgins. 
Malchus ferved God according 
to the rules of his monailick Itate, 
near Maronir, which was the 
place of his birth. St. Jerom, 
who knew him in this place, in 
his dcciepit old nge, extols his 
extraordinary afliduuy and fer- 
vour in prayer, and pro poles as 
a model his conilancy in pre- 
serving chattily in the mid ft of 
{'words, dcfeits and wild beads, 
lie being ready rather to die than 
to violate his vow, fhewing by 
his example, that a put {on con- 
fecrated to Ch rill may be killed, 

but cannot be conquered. 
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the bifliops who had fubfcribed to the council of Rimini, even 
after they had made a reafonable fatisf action. This gave rife 
to his fchifm, in which he had fome few followers at Antioch, 
in Sardinia, and in Spain. He is not accufed of any errour in 
faith. Leaving Antioch, where he had fown the firft feeds 
of his fchifm, he returned into Sardinia, and died at Cagliari > 
eight years after, in 370. St. Jerom compofed a Dialogue 
againft the Luafericms, in which he plainly demonflratcs, by the 
acls of the council of Rimini, that in it the bifliops were im- 
poftd upon. In the fame work he confutes the private berefy 
of Hilary, a Luciferian deacon at Rome, that the Arians, and 
all other hercticks and fchifmaticks, were to be rcbaptized ; 
on which account St. Jerom calls him the Deucalion of the 
world (31). Our holy doctor, whiJft he refided at Rome, in 
the time of pope Damafus, in 384, compofed his book againft 
Helvidius, On the perpetual Virginity of the BleJJed Virgin 
Mary (32). That heretick was an Arian prieft, a difciple of 
the impious Auxentius of Milan, and had wrote a book, in 
which he broached this errour, that Mary did not remain al- 
ways a virgin, but had other children by St. Jofeph, after the 
birth of Chrifl. This herefy was alfo adopted by Jovinian, 
who having fpent his youth at Milan in fading, manual labour, 
and other auiterities of a monaftick frate, left his monaflery, 
went to Rome, and there began to fpread his errours, which, 
may be chiefly reduced to thefe four : That they who have been 
regenerated by baptifm with perfect faith, cannot be again van- 
quifhed by the devil : That all who fhall have prefcrved the 
grace of baptifm, will have an equal reward in heaven : That 
virgins have no greater merit before God than married women, 
if they are equal in other virtues : and that the Mother of God 
was not always a virgin : laflly, That abftinence from certain 
meats is unprofitable (33). Jovinian lived at Rome in a man- 
ner fuitable to his fenfual principles. Though he ftill called 
himfclf a monk, and obferved celibacy, he threw off his black 
habit, wore fine white fluff's, linen and iilks, curled his hair, fre- 
quented the baths and houfes of entertainment, and was fond of 
fumptu uis fcafts, and delicate wines. St. Pammachius, and 
certain other noble laymen, wcie fcandalizcd at his new doc- 
nine, and having met with a writing of Jovinian, in which 
thefe errours were contained, carried it to pope Siricius, who 
aflembling his clergy, in 390, condemned the fame, and cut 

oft* 

(yi) S. Hier. Op. T. 4. part 2. p. 289. (32) lb. p. 130. 

(33) S. Ainbr. ep. 42. S. Aug. de hicrct. c. 82. S. Hieron. I. 1. in 
Jovinian. 



IC94 St. JEROM. Sept. 30. 

off Jovinian, and eight others (who are named together as au- 
thors of this new herefy) from the communion of the church. 
Upon this, Jovinian, and the reft that were condemned, with- 
drew to Milan, and Siricius fent thither the fentence of con- 
demnation he had pubJiflied againft them, with a brief confuta- 
tion of their errours, fo that they were rejected there by every 
body with horrour, and driven out of the city. St. Ambrofe 
alfo held a council of feven bifhops who happened then to be 
at Milan, in which thefe errours were again condemned (34). 
Two years after this, St. Jerom wrote two books AgaiiiJ} Jo- 
vinian (35)- In the firft he {hews the merit and excellency of 
holy virginity embraced for the fake of virtue; which he de- 
monftrates from St. Paul, and other parts of the New Tefta- 
ment, from the tradition and fenfe of the church, from the celi- 
bacy of its minifters, and from the advantages of this Irate for 
piety, efpecially for the exercifes of prayer, though he grants mar- 
riage to be holy in the general ftate of the world. Jovinian himfeif 
confeffed the obligation of bmhops to live continent, and that a 
■violation of a vow of virginity is a fpiritual i nee ft (36). Our 
faint, in his fecond book, confutes the other errours of that he- 
refiarch. Certain expreflions in this work feemed to fome per- 
fons in Rome, harm, and derogatory from the honour due to 
matrimony : and St. Pammachius informed St. Jerom of the 
offence which fome took at them. The holy doctor wrote his 
apology 10 Pammachius^ fometimes called his third book againft 
Jovinian (37), in which he {hews, from his own boo 7 ., which 
had raifed this clamour, that he commended marriage as ho*- 
uourable and holy, and protefts that he condemns not even 
fecond or third marriages. He repeated the fame thing in a 
letter which he wrote to D about the fame time, and 

upon the fame fubjecl (38). 

In the year 404, Riparius, a prieft in Spain, wrote to St. Je- 
rom, to acquaint him, that Vigilantius, a native of Convenae, 
jiow called Comminges, in Gaul, but a prieft of Barcelona, 
depreciated the merit of holy virginity, and condemned the ve- 
neration of relicks, calling thofe who paid it idolaters, and Ci- 
nerarians, or worfhippers of allies. St. Jerom, in his anfwer; 
exclaimed loudly againft thofe novelties, and laid : u We do 
* c not adore the relicks of the martyrs. . . But we honour them 
« c that we may adore him whofc martyrs they are. We ho- 
* c nour the fervants, that the refpedt which is paid to them 

" may 



(34) S. Ambr. ep. 42. ad Siricium, p. 968. (35) T. 4. part z. 
p. 144. (36) lb. p. 175. (37) lb. p. 244.. 
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« may be reflected back on the Lord." He prayed Ri- 
parius to fend him Vigilantius's book, which he no fooner 
received, than he fet himfelf to confute it in a very fharp 
ftyle (39). He Ihews, firft, the excellency of virginity, and 
the celibacy of the clergy, from the difcipline obferved in the 
three patriarchats of Antioch, Alexandria and Rome. He vin- 
dicates the honour paid to martyrs from idolatry, becaufe no 
Chriftian ever adored them as gods. Vigilantius complained, 
that their relicks were covered with precious filks. St. Jerom 
aiked him, if Conftantius was guilty of facrilege, when he trans- 
lated to Conftantinople in rich fhrines the relicks of SS. Andrew, 
Luke and Timothy, in the prefence of which the evil fpirits roar ? 
or Arcadius, when he caufed the bones of Samuel to be carried 
out of Paleftine to Thrace, where they were depofited with the 
greateft honour and folemnity, in a church built in honour of 
that prophet near the Hebdomon ? In order to fhew that the 
faints pray for us, St. Jerom faith, cc If the apoftles and mar- 
" tyrs, being ftill living upon earth, can pray for other men-, 
" how much more may they do it after their victories? Have 
cc they lefs power now they are with Jefus Chrift?" He infifts 
much on the miracles wrought at their tombs. Vigilantius faid 
they were for the fake of the infidels. The holy doclor an- 
fwers, they would ftill be no lefs a proof of the power of the mar - 
tyrs, and, teftifying his refpecT: for thefe relicks and holy places 
he fays of himfelf : " When I have been molefted with anger, 
f c evil thoughts, or nocturnal illufions, I have not dared to 
* c enter the churches of the martyrs." He mentions, that the 
bifhops of Rome offered up facrifices to God over the venerable 
bones of the apoftles Peter and Paul, and made altars of their 
tombs. He accufeth Eunomius of being the author of this he- 
refy, and fays, that if his new doctrine were true, all the 
bifhops in the world would be in an errour. He defends the 
inftitution of vigils and the monaftick ftate ; and fays, that a 
monk fecks his own fecurity by flying occafions and dangers^ 
becaufe he miftrufteth his own wealcnefs, and is fenfiblc that 
there is no fafety if a man fleeps near a fcrpent. St. Jerom 
often fpeaks of the faints in heaven praying for us. Thus 
he intreated Hcliodorus to pray for him when he fliould be in 
ploiy ( 40 ) j and told St. Paula, upon the death of her 
daughter Blefilla ( 41 ) : * c She now prayeth the Lord for 
44 you, and obtaineth for me the pardon of my fins." Our 
faint was alio engaged in a long war againft Origenifm. Few 

ever 

(38) Ep. 37. ad Ripar. p. 279, (39) L. adv. Vigilant. T. 4. 
par. p, 286. (40) Ep. 5. p. 7. (41) Kp. 24. p. 59. 
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ever made more ufe of Origen's works, and no one Teemed a 
greater admirer of his erudition than St. Jerom declared himfelf 
for a confiderabJe time (42) : but finding, in the Eaft, that fe- 
veral monks, and others, had been fed uced into grievous er- 
rours by the authority of his name, and fome of his writings, 
our faint joined St. Epiphanius in warmly oppofing the fpread- 
ing evil. This produced a violent quarrel between him and his 
old friend Rufinus, after an intimacy of twenty five years(/->), the 
Jatter every where extolling the authority of Origen, and having 

tranflated 



'T 



{42} See his letter to Paula, 
Alio I. 2. in Michjeam. fnef. 1. 
Rufinus Apolog. 1. z, 



written before the year 392. p. 67. 
de Nominib. Hebraic. &c. Like wife 



(b) Tyrannins Rufinus com- 
ing from Aquileia to Rome in 
370, with an intent to go into 
the Eaft, found there Melania, 
bent upon the fame iourney, fhe 
having loft her hufband ( who 
was of the molt illuftrious fami- 
ly of the Valerii) and two fons 
within the fpaee of one year, 
in the twenty -fecond year of her 
age. She left behind her a little 
fon called Publicola, who was 
the perfon of that name that af- 
terward correfponded with St. 
Auiiin, according to TilJemont 
and Fontanini. She went to E- 
gypt with Rufinus, in 372, as 
Fontanini fliuws, (not after Ru- 
finus, as Rofweide, &c. imagine) 
and having fpent there fix months 
in viilting the monafleries and 
anchorets, travelled to Jerufa- 
lem, and there led a religious life. 
Rufinus leaving her at Jerusalem 
returned to Egypt, and ftaid 
there fix years ; after which he 
joined Melania again at Jcrufa- 
lem : (ep. 21 alias 1 c ad Mar* 
cfl/am). St. Paulinus and others 
exceedingly extol the virtues of 
1 his lady. Sc. Jerom from Chal- 
cis moll affectionately congi a fil- 
iated Rufinus upon his arrival in 
ftgypt ( ep. 1 alias 41 ad RujU 



num). At Jerufalem Rufinus, 
and feveral other monks who 
put themfelves under his direc- 
tion, lived in feparate cells which 
he erected upon Mount Olivet : 
Melania fquared her life by his 
direction, in a nunnery which 
fhe founded at Jerufalem j and 
for 27 years entertained chari- 
tably all pilgrims and the poor, 
as Palladius teflifies. Rufinus 
Was ordained prieft by Joiin, 
bifhop of Jerufalem, foon after 
the year 387. St. Jerom coming 
to fettle at Bethlehem in 388, 
fpent firft a confiderable time 
with Rufinus on Mount Olivet, 
and cultivated his friendfliip till 
the difpute about Origen's doc- 
trine produced firft a eoldnefs, 
and foon after a violent difagree- 
ment between them. The firlt 
feeds of this quarrel were fovvn 
when one Atcrbius having ac- 
cufed St. Jerom and Rufinus of 
Origenifm, the former cleared 
himfelf by condemning the doc- 
trine of Origin, but the latter 
refufed to do it (S. Hi or. Apol. 
1. 3-)» Soon after St. Epiphanius 
arrived at Jerufalem from Cy- 
prus in 394, and lodging for 
fome time with the bifhop John 

was fcandalizcd at his great :it- 

tachi;\cnt 
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tranflated into Latin the mod erroneous of all his works, though it 
afterward appeared by his conduct that he had no deiign to favour 

the 



tach merit to Origen, and could 
not extort from him a clear con- 
demnation of the herefy of the 
Origenifts ; which he therefore 
began to lay to his charge. Leav- 
ing him, he went to St. Jerom 
at Bethlehem, inflamed hiss zeal 
asainft all favourers of Orige- 
nifm, and ordained his brother 
Paulinian fir ft deacon, and then 
prieft, in the 28th year of his 
age. Rufinus in this difpute ad- 
hered to his bifhop John. This 
fchifm or quarrel continued about 
three years ; but was extinguith- 
ed by the endeavours of IVJela- 
nia in 397, and Rufinus and St. 
jerom publickly joined hands 
after mafs, in the holy church of 

the Resurrection ( Anaflafi* not 
Anajltiftiy a? the new edition 
has it. St. Jerom Apol. 1. 3. p. 
466). St. Jerom was alio recon- 
ciled with his bilhop John and 
by his appointment governed the 

parifh of Bethlehem ( S. Snip. 
Sever. Dial. 1. c. 4.). Mis bro- 
ther Paulinian whom St. Epiphr> 
nius took with him after his or- 
dination, was fufTered by John to 
refide and perform prielty func- 
tions in the monailery of" Bethle- 
hem. Rufinus and John gave 
fatisfaftion as to the purity of 
their faith, but rctradted no er- 
rours, becaufe thev had main- 
tained none. (Sec Fontanini p. 
190)' Rufinus and Melania 
made the 1110ft: eminent famls in 
Egypt a fecond viiit in 395, and 
Were prefent at the death of St. 
Pain bo. Publicola, the fon of 
wlelania, pro: tor of Komc, took 
to wife Albina, by whom lie had 
St. Melania the younger, who 
was married very young to Pi- 
iiian, vvliofe fa the)-, had been 



govemour of Italy and Africa. 
She foon after her marriage ob- 
tained the confent of her huf- 
band to devote herfelf to the di- 
vine fervice in a Hate of conti- 
nency. To aiTilt her in this re- 
folution Melania the Elder em- 
barking at Lacfarea with Rufinus, 
landed in twenty days at Naples, 
in 397, being then forty {even 
years old, not fixty, as Fontanini 
demonitrates againlt Meury.They 
were received with great joy and 
diflinciioi) by St Paulinus at Nola. 

Rufinus left Melania at Rome, 
and retired to the monailery of 
Pinetum, ficuated on the fea- 
coaii near Terracina, in the 
Campagna di Roma, as Fonta- 
nini mews againft Noris and 
IVIabillon. Here, at the earneft 
requeft of a nobleman (who was 
a monk at Rome, and named 
Macarius) he tranflated into La- 
tin the firit book out of the fix, 
of St. Pamphilus's Apology for 
Origen, adding a preface in 
which he endeavoured to (hew 
that all the enoneous pafTages 
found in any of the writings of 
that great man, were the interpo- 
lation.^ ot hercticks. Abitradts of 
the reft of this Apology arc 
found in Photius. Rufinus foon 
after tranflated Origun's h«ur 
books On p/iutip/rs, the chief 
foiuce of the errours of the Ori- 
geniils, though the tranflator 
jays, he corrected leveral pafi'a- 
ge:;. '1 his book raifed a great 
clamour at Phonic as if Rulinus 
attempted to propagate the giofs 
eirours contained in it, though 
ptopounded only problematical- 
ly. K'llitai:,, however, obtained 
1 omimmit atoi v letter:, of pop** 
ijjricius, and wuh them went to 

Auuileia 
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the peftilential herefi.es of the O 
of the torments of hell, held the 

Aquileia. Siricius dying on the 
twenty -fixth of November 398, 
his fucceflbur Anaftafius fent Ru- 
finus a fummons to come to 
Rome and juftify himfelf : but 
he excufed himfelf upon weak 
pretences, and only fent an apo- 
logy for himfelf to Anaftafius, in 
400, in which his profefuon of 
faith is orthodox and very expli- 
cit, as to the Trinity, the Incar- 
nation, the origin of fpirits, the e- 
ternity of hell and other points. 
St. Jerom, at the intreaty of St. 
Pammachius and other friends in 
Rome, wrote both to Rufinus 
and Pammachius againft this 
tranflation. Rufinus defended 
himfelf by his apology againft 
St. Jerom, divided into two parts, 
called by modern copiers, his 
Inweftiwes* In the firft part he 
chiefly labours to remove all 
iinifter fufpicion as to his faith or 
doftrine: inthefecond, he ob- 
jects many things to St. Jerom 
chiefly as to his writings. St. 
Jerom anfwered him by his Jpo- 
logy 9 divided alfo into two books. 
Rufinus replied by a private let- 
ter to St. Jerom, which is loft. 
St. Jerom anfwered him by the 
third book of his Apology, call- 
ed his Second Apology, which 
contains little more than a repe- 
tition of his former objections. 
He clofes it with thefe words : 
*' Let us have but one faith ; 
** and we Ihall forthwith be at 
" peace." The faint's mofr. ma- 
terial objection is, that Rufinus 
had not condemned Origcn's 
Platonick notion of the precx- 
iftencc of fouls (Apol. 1. 2.). St. 
Chromatius of Aquileia wrote to 
St. Jerom exhorting him to peace. 

frothing can be more fuitable for 



rigenifts, who denied the eternity 
preexiftence of fouls, the plurali- 
ty 

all perfons that are engaged in 
any conteft, than the tender let- 
ter which St. Auftin fent to St. 
Jerom on this occafion (S. Aug. 
ep. 73). Nor did St. Jerom any 
more revive this difpute, to 
which a zeal for the purity of the 
faith gave occafion, he being a- 
waked by learned and pious 
friends, and by the indifcreet con- 
duel of Rufinus favourable to er- 
rours which had taken deep root, 
in feveral monafteries. Baro- 
nius (an. 400), Noris (De H&reJ. 
Pelag. 1. 1 .), Perron (Rep. au Roy 

de la Gr. Bret. C. 33), Pagi (an. 

401. § 16), Tillemont (T. 12. p. 
242 ), and Natalis Alexander 
(Ssec. 4. c 6. art. 32), fay Rufinus 
was excommunicated by pope A- 
naftafius : but their miftake is 
clearly confuted by Ceillier, Cou- 
tant and Fontanini ( 1. 5. c- 19. 
p. 420). It is certain that St. Chro- 
matius of Aquileia, St. Venerius 
of Milan, St. Petronius of Bo- 
logna, Sc. Gaudentus of Brefcia, 
St. Paulinu3 of Nola, St. Auftin 
and others always treated him 
with efteem, and as one in the 
communion of the church. In 
the letter of pope Anaftafius to 
John of Jcrulalem, the mention 
of Rufinus's excommunication in 
fome editions is an evident in- 
terpolation, omitted by Content 
in his edition of the Decretal- , 
and inconfillent with the reft of 
the epiftle, in which the pope 
fays, he leaves the tranflator's in- 
tention to God, though he con- 
demns the work, and expvciTer. 
that he is much diflatished with 
the author. Some by a like mif- 
tako have charged Rufinus of 
Aquileia with Pelagianifm: but 

it is manifeft by feveral circum- 

Itenccs 
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ty of worlds fucceeding one another to eternity, and other er- 
rours. St. Jerom could fufFer no herefy to pafs without his 
cenfure. Being informed by one Ctefiphon, that the errours 
of Pelagius made great progrefs in the Eaft, and that many were 
ieduced by them, he wrote him a fhort confutation thereof, in 
414, He again handled the fame queftions in his Dialogue 
againft the Pelagians, which he publifhed in 4x6. He was 
deeply concerned to hear of the plundering of Rome by Alarick, 
in 410, and of the cruel famine which fucceeded that calamity* 
Many Romans fled as far as Bethlehem, and it was the chari- 
table employment of our faint to entertain them, and give them 
all poflible fuccour and comfort. He was mocked at the fight 
of fuch a number of noble fugitives of both fexes, reduced at 
once to beggary 5 after pofTefling immenfe riches, now feeking 
food and fhelter, naked, wounded $ and fiill as they wandered 
about, expofed to the infuks of barbarians, who thought theni 
loaded with gold : all thefe miferies forced tears from the faint's 
eyes, whilft he was endeavouring to find means to affifl them. 
When Demetrias, daughter of the conful Olibrius, took the 
religious veil at Carthage, her mother Juliana, and her grand- 
mother Proba, wrote to St. Jerom, praying him to give her 

fome inftructions for her condu£t. In order to comply with. 

their 



fiances that the Ruflnus, who 
coming from Paleftine to Rome 
was the firit that inftilled that 
herefy into Celeihus, was another 
perfon of the farne name, who 
is called by Marius Mercator and 
Palladius, a Syrian, and furvived 
our author. SeeCcillier and Fon- 
tanini. Tyrannius Rufinus cranf- 
lated feveral homilies of Origcn, 
and the hiflory of Eufcbius with 
alterations and additions. Of 
the three books Of the Lives of 
the Fathers afcribed to Rufinus, 
in Rofweide, the fir ft was cer- 
tainly wrote by him, the fecond 
was compiled by him (not by 
Evagrius of Ponius) from the re- 
lation of St. Petronhis of Bo- 
logna ; the third is the work of 
a later writer ; for the death of 
St. Arfenius, which is mentioned 
in it, happened thirty years after 
that of Rufinus. No book of 
this author has done hi in lo much 
honour., or the church fo much 



fervice as his valuable Expofitionof 
the Sy 7n ho I or Creed, which he fays 
tradition aflures us was compofed 
hy the apoftles* Rufinus took 
too great liberty in his tranfl&~ 
tions, nor is he careful or exatt 
in his hiftorical works. After the 
death of St. Chromatius in 407,, 
he returned to Rome. In 408, 
when Alarick threatened Roma, 
he p ailed with the two Meh 

into Sicily, intending to go with 
the elder back to Jerusalem, 
but being overtaken by fickneis 
in a decrepit old a^e lie died in 
Sicily, toward the latter End of 
the year 410. Cardinal Norte 
and dr. Cave fet Rufinus's life 
and writings in the moll unfa- 
vourable light : Ccillier (T. 10. 
p. 1.) and the learned Julius Fon « 
tanini, archbilhop of Ancyra 

{Hi//. Liter aria AqnUeirttfis 1. 5.) 

draw a faire r parti aiture of this 
famous man. 
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aheir requeft, he wrote her a long letter, in which he directed 
her how fhe was to ferve God, recommending to her pious 
reading, the exercife of penance, confiant but moderate fairing, 
obedience, humility, modefty, almfdeecls, prayers at ail hours 
of the day, and working daily with her hands. He would 
have her rather choofe to dwell in a nunnery with other virgins, 
than to live alone, as at that time fome did. 

Nothing has rendered the name of St. Jerom fa famous as his 
-critical labours on the holy fcriptures. For this the church ac- 
knowledges him to have been raited by God through a fpecial 
providence, and particularly afTifted from above, and fhe ftyics 
him the greateft of all her doelors in expounding the divine 
oracles. Pope Clement VIII. fcruples not to call him a man, 
in tran Rating the holy fcriptures, divinely alTifted and infpired. 
He was furnifhed with the greateft helps for fuch an undertak- 
ing, living many years upon the fpot, whilft the remains of an- 

• cient places, names, cuftoms, which were ftill recent, and 
other circumftances, fet before his eyes a clearer reprefentation 

• of many things recorded in holy writ than ic is poflible to have 
at a great diftance of place and time : as the multitude of lizards, 
and many other circumftances, which ftill occur in the country 
where Virgil wrote his Bucolicks, paint a lively image of his 
beautiful fimiles and allufions, fo that the eye feems aim oft to 
behold the objects, and the other fenfes are in like manner ftruck 

, with them, almoft as if they were prefeut The Greek and 
Chaldaick were then living languages, and the Hebrew, though 
it had ceafed to be fuch from the time of the captivity, was not 
Jefs perfectly underftood and fpoke among the dodtors of the 
law in its full extent, and with the true pronunciation. h was 
carefully cultivated in the Jewifh academy, or great fcho •! of 
Tiberias, out of which St. Jerom had a matter. It is long 
fince become very imperfect, reduced to a final 1 numbi-i of ia- 
dical words, and only to be learned from the Hebrew Bible, the 
only ancient book in the world extant in that language. K'UAl 
of the Rabbinical writers are more likely to miflead us in the itu- 
dy of the Hebrew f acred text, than to direel us in it ; fo thai we 
have now no means to come ai many fuccours which Si. Jerom 
had for this tafk (/ ). Amoiip others, the Hexapla of <. lifcn, 
which he pofTcflcd pure and entire, were dol tlie lcaiv : and by 

comparing 

( /) A certain analogy between the rludent Rand:, upon hi:* j_;u;»id, 
the oriental languages anciently will be apt to bring in a foreign 
ipoke in the countries near Chal- mi :ture <>i thole lanj.'.uajj.e!., and 
dxa, makes their general fhidy lead into miilakes in the iijMvili- 
of fome nfc for underilandinv the cation of h veial woids, vvnich 

Hebrew; but even this, unleis appear iimilar, yet hn a 

dijluen 
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comparing his verfion with the prefent remains of thofe of 
AquiJa, Theodotio and Symmachus, we find he had often re- 
Vol. Ill, A a a a courfe 



different meaning or extent, as 
ufualjy happens in different dia- 
Lcls and ages. The writings 
of the Rabbins are of little fcr- 
vice. and moft of them of none 
at all. Their language, though 
fometimes called Hebrew, is en- 
tirely different from the ancient, 
being a very barbarous Chal- 
daick, though more pure in the 
paraphrafe of Onkelos on the 
I'entateuch, which is rather a 
verfion than a paraphrafe, and 
its ltyle is fo correct as to have 
fome affinity with, the Chaldaick 
in Daniel and Efdras. Alfo 
the paraphrafe of Jonathan on 
the firft prophets, as they are 
called by the Jews (that is, 
on Jofue, Judges, and Kings) 
tho' more diffuiive, i:> in ilyle 
fomething akin to it. But the 
fix other Targums or paraphrafes 
th it are extant, are full of child- 
ilh fables, and the Chaldaick 
language in their writings is in- 
termixt with Peifian, Arabick, 
Greek and Latin words : u is 
pureft in the Targum of J eru fa- 
Jem, fo called becaufe writ, tho' 
in the ay;es of i •> degeneracy, in 
that d»alect of the Chaldaick 
which was (poke bv the Jews at 
Jerufalem al\er their return fiom 
the captivity. On the f'argumim 
or Targums, fee Morin. 1. 2. 
F.xticit. S. and liclvicus 1. de 
P j<-„pfj, (t f C.hiiLUiic. The two 

'J ha 1 muds, or collections of tra- 
dition:*, feem as old as the fmh 
century ; are full nien'i ned in 
the law by which JuHinian con- 
demned them. St. leiom men- 
tions the nblurd traditition:> or 
dtvTiptoQHi of the rharifecs ('/'• 



ad Alga*, and in c t 8. J J'".). 
Thcfe traditions containing mon- 
ilrous fictions and pretended mi- 
racles about Mofes, &c. were 
committed to writing by R. Je- 
huda, furnamed by the Jews 
Hakkadofh or theHoly.about the 
6th century, and called xViifhna 
or Mifna that is, the fecond 
Law. This is the text. The 
Ghemara or Supplement, is a 
commentary upon it, and was 
added loon after. Both toge- 
ther are called the Thalmud, 
that is, the Doctrine. The 
Thalmud of Jerufalem is the 
older : but that of Babylon, com- 
piled by the Rabbins Afe and 
Je*e, in Perfia, after the year 
700, is moft ufed, and in the 
greatelt efteem among the Jews, 
the former being obfeure and 
unintelligible. Both abound with 
blafphemies againit Chrift, and 
monilrous fables For a fpeci- 
men fee Sixtus Sencnfis, BibU 
Sai.tfsc 1.2. Tit. Thalmud. p. 134- 

Or in our own language Mr, 
Stephelirrs Vtobhiuical Literature*. 
plinted at Oxford, in 1725, 
Neverthelef,, certain rites, pro- 
vei bs and maxim:, in the Mifna„ 
illullrate some old Jewifh cuf- 
to:nij and fcriptnral alb-fion*}. 
See Mr. Wottoifs s'Hfiellaneous 

I >; ,'crir !\'S if bit in* tu the */» editions 

J J 

<md U/»[\i > uf t hr Scrrbft and Pba- 

; //••/■/, J lOndon , 171 8 The Ca- 
nutes, fo called f. om Carai", 
which hViulies ft barncd man* are: 
a hnall ieiM of Jews in the \\:\[\ w 
mortally h«iied by the rell. Tliefe 
lejeiHthe I'lialiuikl or 1 1 ;ul itiona 
of the feeoiul law. See. Supnit'fl 
l\ Jlsy of the Cardites, at Jena, 

1701. 
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courfe to them, especially to that of Symmachus (41). Above 
other conditions, it is necefTary that an interpreter of the holy 

fcriptures 

(41) See Calmet, Diff. fur la Vulgate. 



170*. Scaliger and the two 
Buxtorfs pretend they are the 
defendants of the Saducees : 
but are certainly mi {taken. For 
the Cara'ites fpcak well of Spirits, 
Sec. See Rich. Simon (0*/\ du V. 
left. Li. c. 29. ), Lamy. Sec. 
The Thalmudifts are poiierior to 
St. Jerom : but he condemned 
thofe fid jo as upon which they 
grafted their fyftem, and of 
which the famous R. Akiba, 
who adhered to Barchochebas 
in his rebellion under Adrian 
(for which he fufTercd death) is 
faid to have been the chief au- 
thor. See Bruckcr, {Hiji, Cri- 
tic* Phil of. T.2. p. 820.) The 
Maforete doctors, who flouriihed 
atTiberias after St. Jeromes death, 
invented critical rules to pre- 
ferve the Hebrew text entire ; 
and are faid to have fpecified 
the number of the verfes and 
words contained in each book. 
The older Mafora was compofed 
before the invention of vowel 
points, and confifts of marginal 
marks called Keri and Ketib. in- 
vented to fhew how certain 
words are to be read. The la- 
ter Mafora was made after the 
invention of the vowel points. 
Its rules fee in entirely u (clefs ; 
thofe of the former Mafora might 
have been of foiue fcrvice if the 
Jews had underllood or given at- 
tention to them. Of the ancient 
Rabbinical learning nothing isex- 
tant but the Mnfora and the idle 
dreams of the Thai mud. Imoui 
the lixth age no learning flon- 
ri filed among the Jews till ifudier., 
in the eleventh, were revived 
by an emulation of the Saracen 
JVfuflulmans and the Chrillians, 

as Morinus, Floury, and Bruck- 



er obferve. R. Juda, furnamed 
Chiug, compiled the fir ft He- 
brew dictionary (which he wrote 
in Arabick characters) about the 
year 1030. R. Jona com po fed 
near the fame time- a good He- 
brew grammar : but neither of 
the'e has been primed. A fhoal 
of Rabbinical writers fuccetded, 
whofe works are full of idle hub- 
til ties, impious fiftions and cab- 
baliltical or ridiculous myftical 
interpretations. Among all the 
Rabbins very few have wrote 
fo as to dcierve the leaft no- 
tice. r i hele arc chiefly A- 
ben Ezra (who died in 1*68) 
and R. Mofcs Ben Maim on, 
called Maimonides, who both 
flourished at Cordova, but the 
latter (who made a famous ab- 
ilraft of the Thai mud) died at 
Grand Cairo in 1 205. R. Kim- 
chi (.vho lived alfo in the twelfth 
century) publifhed a veiy good 
Hebrew Grammar: and R. lidias 
Levita, a German, who taught 
Hebrew at Venice and R< n,e, 
(hews himfelf in his wcrks gene- 
rally a good ci i tick. R Kimchi, 
and tl'e authors of the Thalmud 
fliew at large that the Rabbin 
learned the iignification of many 
words from the Arabick and 
other languages by very precu- 
nei", and uncertain rules. See 
Morin. (Exert t. Eibl. 6. c. c;.) 

and J«\ Ho no re (Oit T. i.DuT. 
c, p. \ 7 4. J.John Foillcr, a learned 
Cieiman Protellant, lays the Jew- 
ilh Ilebrew books and comments 
have hi ought more oblcm ii y and 
errour than light and triuh in the 
lludy of the Hebrew text (in 
J)ittio/j. lit! taic.} See Calmet' s 

DiJJl fur hi Ecolts da HeOreux t p. 
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fcriptures be a man of prayer and fincere piety. This alone 
can obtain light and fuccour from heaven, give to the mind 3. 
turn and temper which are neceflary for being admitted into the 
fanctuary of the divine oracles, and prefent the key. Our holy 
doc-tor was prepared by a great purity of heart, and a life fpent 
in penance and holy contemplation, before he was called by 
God to this important undertaking. 

A Latin tranflation of the Bible was made from the Greek 
in the time of the apoflles, and probably approved or/ecommen- 
ded by fome of them, especially, according to Rufinus (42), by 
St. Peter, who, as he lays, fat 25 years at Rome. That it wa* the 
work of feveral hands is proved by Mr. Miiles, who during the 
fpace of 30 years examined all the editions and verfions of the 
facred text with indefatigable application (43) by Calmet (44) 
and Blanchini (45). In the 4th century great variations had 
crept into the copies, as St. Jerom mentions, fo that almoft 
every one differed (46). For many that unuerftood Greek, 
undertook to tranflate anew fome part, or to make fome alte- 
rations from the original (47). However, as Blanchini ob- 
ferves, thefe alterations fcem to have been all grafted upon, of 
infer ted in the firll tranflation : for they feem all to have gone 
under the name of the Latin Vulgate^ or Common Tranflation* 
Am0ns2.fi them one obtained the name of the Italick^ perhaps 
becaufe it was chiefly ufed in Italy and Rome ; and this was faf 
preferable to all the other Latin editions, as St. Auftin teftifies* 
To remedy the inconvenience of this variety of editions, and 
to correal: the faults of bold or carelefs copiers, pope Damafus 
commiflioned St. Jerom to revile and correct the Latin verfion 
of the gofpels by the original Greek : which this holy do£tor 
executed to the great fatisfaeTion of the whole church (48)* 
He afterward did the fame with the veil of the New Tefla- 
mcnt (49). This work of St. Jerom^ a i Iters very much in 
the words from the ancient Ttalicic. It infeniibly took place in 
all the Wcflcm churches, and is the Latin Vulgate of the New 
Tefhiment, which is now evci / wheie in ufe (b). The cdi- 

A a a a 2 tioza. 

(42) Invecl. ?. (43) Milks in Prolegom. (41) Dill", fur la 

Vulgate. (.]£;) Puef. in Kvangehn him t^uud ruplex. (46) 13ie~ 
ron Pnef in Jofue. (4/) St. Aug do Chriil. 1. 2.. c 11. 

St. Uier. Pi set. in Kvanj>;. ad Damni. T. 1. P. 1426. St. Aug. 
cp. j\. ad Hieion. (.|o) St. llier. in caial. c 13^. 



(l>) Lucas .lhu<\enfis tcllifics 
that he law in the abbey of Mal- 
medi a MS. copy ol all S. i auPs 

cptiilcs in the ancient lulick vur- 



f on (A nno t. T. 4. par. 2. p. 32 ) 
[torn ]\ ' :u i.iair,»y has published 
th.it veMion ol St. Matthew"'^ 
^•ipcl, and the cpilllc of Sc„ 

Jamck, 
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tion of the Greek Septuagint which was inferted in Origen's 
Hexapla being the moft exact extant, St. Jerom corrected by it 
the ancient Italick of many books of the Old Teftament, and 
twice the Pfalter : firft by order of pope Damafusat Rome about 
the year 382 ; and a fecond time at Bethlehem about the year 
389. His New tranflation of the books of the Old Teftament, 
writ in Hebrew, made from that original text, was a more no- 
ble and a more dlfiicuit undertaking {i). Many motives con- 
curred 



James, befides the books of Job 
and Judith. Four JV1SS. copies of 
all the gofpels in the old Italick 
verfion have been found, one 
at Corbie, a fecond at Vercelli 
(in the handwriting of St Eufe- 
bius, bifhop of that city and mar- 
tyr) a thud at Brefcia, and a 
iourth at Verona: and have 
been all accurately printed toge- 
ther by Blanchini, at Rome, in 

174.8, in folio. And we may 
hope to fee the ancient Vulgate 
or Italick entirely reftored. 

( i ) It is certain that no vowel 
points were known in Hebrew 
writings in the time of St. Jerom. 
They were probably invented at 
Tiberias about 50 years after 
his death, by the Je^iih doctors 
who fixed them as they had 
learned to read the bible by tra- 
dition. The Jews in their iyna- 
gogues Hill uie bibles without 
points. The Samaritans have 
none. Simon (1. 1. c ?..) thinks 
the Jews learned the in from the 
Arabs who invented fuch points 
for vowels under ihe c;iliph 
Omar I. to ascertain the reading 
of the Alcoran. The u(e of thele 
vowels being lo modern, they are 
rejected or changed hy criticku 
at difcretion ; ami many now ex- 
punge them. See Cal met's and 
Vence's DifT.O/i the t'o t* «i!'o>'tt$, 
prefixed to the French comment 
on F.fdras. But by what rule* did 
JSt, Jerom and the ancient Jews 



rend that language ? If they read 
the fcripture by tradition, how 
did they read unknown writings? 
How did Joab under ftand Da- 
vid's order by letter to con- 
trive the death of Urias ? Some 
think thefe fix confonants fup- 
plied the place of vowels, /Sleph, 
[&) fhort a, He (H) fhort e, Vau 
( 1 ) u, Jrd ( 1 ) i, Cbe'h (H) long 
e. Aim (J/) long a.. F. Girau- 
deau, Jeiuit, in his Praxis Lin- 

gu& SuhBst, (containing an He- 
brew Lexicon like the Greek 
Lexicon of Schrevelius, and a 
a grammar) printed at Rochelle 
17^7, adds, that where none of 
thefe vowel letters occur, o is to 
be underrlood. Thus -Q1 (Jer. 
ix 22.) is read by S. Jerom dah- 
her, that is, /peak, by fome da- 
bar ^ that is, a fpcech by others 
debn, thatis, death or peililence . 
but according to this author is to 
be pronounced do bar. But to 
overturn the whole fy item of the 
pronunciation of a language, 
and to found a new one upon 
mere conjecture, is ab wild a 
p njeel as the late mathemati- 
cian\ fcheme to change all the 
leeeived terms in algebra and 
geometry. To fiee the Hebrew 
gi am mar from fo great an in- 
cumb:ance would indeed be an 
happy difcovery, provided it could 
he done without a greater incon- 
venience. Otherwifc it is better 
to be content to under Hand one 

another 
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curred to engage him in this work 5 arv the earned: intreaties of 
many devout and ill urinous friends, the preference of the origi- 
nal to any verfion how venerable fbever, and the neceffity of 
anfwering the Jews, who in all difputations would allow no 
other. He did not tranflate the books in order, but began 
by the books of Kings, and took the reft in hand at diffe- 
rent times. This tranflation of St. Jerom's was received in 
many churches in the time of St. Gregory the Great, who 
gave ir. the preference (50). And in a fhort time after, St. 
iiidore of Seville wrote that all churches made ufe of it (51 ). 
They retained the ancient Italick verfion of the pfalter, which 
they were accuilomed to fing in the divine office ; but ad- 
mitted by degrees, in ibme places the firfr, in others the ie- 
eond correction of St. Jerom upon the 70 : and this is printed 
in the Vulgate Bible, not his tranflation. The old Italick 

A a a a 3 without 

(^o) S. Greg. M. I. 1. bom. 10 n. 6. in Ezcch. 1. 20. Moro. in 
cap. 30. Job cap. 32. n. 62. (51) S. Jfidjr. 1. 1. de Offic. Eccl. 



another in this dead language, 
without aiming at a perfection 
which is now impoffible. Who 
can hope now-a days to fpeak 

Latin or Greek fo correctly that 
his accent and language would 
not have feemed barbarous, and 
fome times unintelligible to Ci- 
cero or Demofthenes ? Our igno- 
rance of the Hebrew pronun- 
ciacion appears molt feniible in 

the fcripture poefy. Joicphus, 
Philo, Eufebius and St.Jerom af- 
fure us, that the verification in 
the f/ialms, and other ft poetical 
paits is molt perfect, both in 
in ea fine or feet and in r hi inc. 
Vet neither can be discovered by 
us. infomuch that Calmet vviiU 
many others have fancied it con- 
iilted merely in a poetical turn 
of the phraies, aud elevation of 
(entiment. See his and h'leury\s 

Differ lations, On the ll> brriv 

Porfy* and l'lnridi, Di/1. 17. p. 
«;07.. JJnt the moll ingenious Mr. 
Rob. Lowth in his /Vvc/r.V/ ■»>■( 

fm * a Pot'fi /./ > !»■ ti'ti rum, clearly 

fticws that the Pialms and other 



poetical parts of the Hebrew Bi- 
ble are compofed in beautiful 
metre ; which appears from the 
meafured number of fyllables, 
the licenfes never Allowed but 
on fuch occafions, as the elifion 
or additi n of letters, and other 
like eiicumilauces. To proceed 
from the two fitir. hiltorical chap- 
ters of Job to his difcourfe 
which is in vcrfe, is no lefs a 

change than from I /ivy to fall 
into Virgil (p. 29, 1 27, 169, &c). 
Thai the lhuly of {acred poefy 
was a profeliion among the Jews 
is clear, from Keel us xliv. 5 3. 
Reg. iv. 31, &c. See Mr. Lowth't 
elegant work difplaying at large 
die beauties of this moll Jubliinc 
and inimitable poefy, emiched 
with remarks entirely new, and 
with noble e flays of fome Latin 
iranll.itions, as that of the Ode 

of I tains on tlie deihuction of 
JJabylon, ch xiv. 4. p. zy > y Sec. 
A work which may be julily ef- 
teemed the richeM au^meiuu'iou 
which this branch of literature 
has lately received. 



1 
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without his correction is ftill lung in the church of the Vatican, 
and in St. Mark's at Venice. The books of Wtfdom and Ec- 
clefiafticus, the two books of the Machabecs; the prophecy of 
Baruch, the epiflle of Jeremy, the additions at the end of 
Either, and the 13th and 14th chapters of Daniel and theCanticle 
of the 'Three Children are in the aneient Vulgate, lncau(e they 
"were not tranflated by St.Jerom, not being extant in Hebrew or 
Chaldaick. The reft of the Old "Vefl anient in the ptefeiu Vu'*ate 
is taken from the tranflation of St. Jerom, except certain paUa^es 
retained from the old Vulgate or ltalick St. Jcrom's tranf- 

lation 



(£) This was declared by the 
council of Trent, in 1546, an 
anthmtick Verfi:-n : by which de- 
cree is not meant any preference 
to the Original Texts. See I'al- 
lavicini [H-.j:. Cone . T>id.) 9 Wal- 
ton (Pre/eg. 10. ir Po/jgUt.)* Bel- 

larmin [De Verba Dei, 1, 2. e. i 

and Literis ad Lucam Biv c tns 
Capua; datis 1603. and hijf. de 
-edit lot: e La: in a Vu'gatd^ printed 
at Whtzburg in 1749, and in 
the new French Bible with notes 
and diiTertat ions, at Paris 1750, 
t. 14. p. 1. A correct, edition of 
the Vulgate was pubhlhed at 
Rome by order of Sixtus V. in 
the year 1590, the lail of his 
pontificates and another more 
correct in 1 j^,2, by order of 
Clement VII I; and again with 
dome few amendments in 1593. 
On the commendation oi the 
Latin \ ulgate, lee the a hi ell 
Pro to 11 ant Critic!', s, Lewis de 
Dicu, Diufuis, IVjjJle?, Walton, 
Prang, in Polyp In. &c. 

How difficult an undertaking 
fuch a trauilation from the lie- 
brew iii at preient, appears front 
the mi {carriages of many mo- 
derns. Mow faulty are Bc/.a'j. and 
Krahvnu.'s Latin Vcrfions ol die 
New Tcllamer.t ? Or thole of the 
Old by Pagniuus, Arias M011- 
tami >. i .other (whole ihameful 

iv.uoiance of the Hebrew lau- 



o U nrr. : . rendered him contcir.pu.. 
[•It to his warmell f iends), Mun 
iter r whoie tranfi.iiion Kicks clce 
to the Jewifh parnphrufe and 
Rabbins;, Leo of jucla, author 
oi ihe u..iifl..ti ncalhJ v'a table's 
Bible, Sib.Caflalio -whom Bcza, 

tve ievcrcly cenlured) I uke. and 
his f'jn Andrew Oiiander, (who 
only corrected fon>e parts of the 
Vulgate ly the Hebrew) laftly 
that of Junius and '1 remnllius 
(the latter of vhom was be 
Jew). This lalt tranflation is 
preferred by the Englifli I'rotcf- 
tants ; but even the .econd edi- 
tion corrected by the authors is 
not; lefs ciTentially defective than 
the rirll, as Drufius, a leamed 

Protectant Critkk, has invincibly 
dcilionftrau.d, The Latin (lyle 
is vicious and affected : pionoun* 
aie often added which aie 
not in the original, and fre- 
quently other words j and tin 4 
author, often wander Lorn the 
ferfe. It cannot be denied thai 
the I li. brew text is now defective 

through the iauk of copiers, as 
the ahlell Rabbins acknowledge, 

and as appears man Welt from tin: 
genealogies in Pai alipumenon and 
ievtral other places 1 he He- 
brew fvJS. copy that is moll 
ellcemed which contains the 
great and little Maibru, is not 

older than the year 1 njo. The 

famous 
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lation of the Bible was correctly pubhfhed by Dom Martianay* 
under the title of his Sacred Library -> this compofes the firft vo- 
lume of his works in the Bencdic~tin Edition. This faint af- 
certained the geographical defcription of ancient Paleftinc, by 
tranflating, correcting, and enlarging liufebius's book, On the 
Holy P laces ^ and by his letters to Dardanus and Fabiola. In 
ieveral little treatifes and epiiiles he has cleared a great number 
of critical difficulties relating to the Hebrew text of the Holy 
Bible. In his commentaries On the Prophets he inquires after 
the fenfe of the Hebrew text or Truths as he calls it, to which 
he fcrupuloully adheres, though, he compares it with all the an- 

A a a a 4 cient 



famous MS. copy of one Hil- 
lel kept at Hamburg is only 
5 ~o yca r s old, according to Mo- 
rinus. Koubigant fays he knew 
no Hebrew MSS. above 600 
years old : few that exceed zoo 
or 300 years. The famous He- 
brew MS. of the Vatican indeed, 
perhaps the olde'l that is known, 
ie faid to have been wrote in 
0 7 3*. We wait for an accurate 
account of our bed Hebiew 
MSS. in the cr»t cal work of our 
learned Mr. Ben}. Kennicott, 
which is impatiently expo -led by 
all lovers of this branch of fa- 
cred ftudies i he late Latin 
tranflation by Houbigant the 
l/rencl- Oratorian, of the Old 
Tell Anient, from the Hebrew 
original, mid of the Dcucero ca- 
nonici, or i acred books which 
rue not in the Hebrew canon 
from the Greek, is a work which 
does honour to our age. I he 
beautiful elegance, energy and 
perfpicuity oi the llyle cannot be 
luiliciently commended : a pa- 
ra phrafe upon it iccms 11 fo- 
ld's. 'J he annotations are lb con- 
cife, judicious and uie'ul, that 
a feparate edition of them would 
be very ferviccable to private 
Jludctirs. But the author feems 
ionietinie^ too bold in correct - 
ing the Hebrew text without 



the warrant of MSS. a liberty 
which is, however, tolerable in 
notes, with modelly and referve, 
where the neceflity appears evi- 
dent Some would have thought 
this "work more valuable, if 
the criticifm in fome points had 
been more moderate ; and if in 
fome places a greater deference 
had been paid to the ancient au- 
thentick verfions. Groti us, Wells 
and other Proceftant Criticks have 
fhewn their judgment by their 
frequent recourfe to the Vulgate 
to determine or correct the fenfe 
of the original, even in the New 
Teltament, which is much more 
frequently of ule in the Old ; 
though the molt authentick ver- 
fions, as the 70 for the books of 
the Old J etlament, and the 
Latin Vulgate, receive great 

helps from the comparing of the 
original texts, winch notwith- 
llauding this diilance of time, 
remain 01 iginals, and often add 
great force, pcilpicuiiy and light 
to 1 he lenle of the bell verlions. 
\A' hence the church has often 
flrrnuouily recommended the ilu- 
tly of the iacred languages. Her 

general councils have ordered 
pt\ feiibrs of thefe languages to 
be appointed for that pur pole in 
all univerlities, Jfcc. In this St, 
Jerom our model and guide. 
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cient Greek tranflations. He adds fhort allegorical explica- 
tions, and profeffes that he fometimes i n texts certain opinions 
and interpretations of Origen and other:-, without adopting or 
approving them. His commentary on St. Matthew he calls on- 
ly an eflay which he wrote in the com pa (s of a few days to 
fatisfy the importunity of a friend, with an intention to enlarge 
and improve it when he fhould have ieifure for fuch an under- 
taking, which he never found (/). St. Jerom, toward the end 

uf 



(/) S. JeronVs ftyle in h : s com- 
mentaries on the icriptures is ve- 
ry different from that of his other 
works. In them he banifhes all 
the flowers of rhetorickj on 
which account his difcourfe in 
thefe is fomewhat dry, though 
it is pure, and joins great clear- 
nefs with fimplicity. This he 
thought beft to fuit the dignity 
and fimplicity of the divine ora- 
cles. In his other writings he 
ftrove to give his ftyle the high- 
ell polifh. Jn them his thoughts 
and cxpreffions are noble : he is 
always lively and clear, and 
adorns his difcourfe with a won- 
derful variety of furprifing turns, 
and dexteroufly employs fome- 
times beautiful figures and fome- 
times logical fubtilties ; he often 
introduces lb me of the fineit 
ftrokes of the beft philofophers 
and claflicks, and curious things 
from fume of the arts and 
fciences. All thefe parts are fo 
exactly adapted, that they feem 
to be every where in their natu- 
ral place, fo that his difcourfe 
may be compared to an inlaid 
work, where the pieces are fo 
artificially put together, that they 
feem to be made for one another. 
But this way of writing appears 
fomewiiat too much afR-Cted, and 
overcharged. Neither is his llyle 
regular, lays the judicious Fene- 
lon ; who, nevcrtlicleis, add;,, 



that though it has fome faults 
lie is a f.ir more e.oq'ient writer 
than moil whofe names lland 
foremoic in the lill of ora :01ns. 
Dom Marti a nay, a Maun ft monk, 
well {killed in the Hebiew 
tongue, publifhed the works of 
this father in 5 volumes 'olios the 
nrft volume in 1693, the I aft in. 
1704. The book, On Hi b' eta 
wines, and other critical works 
of St. Jerom were extremely in- 
correct in all former ed tionr, 
even in thofe of Erafmus and 
Marianus Victorius. This of the 
Benedicline monk has deferved 
the higher! commendations of Ur. 
Cave and others. Yet it is n t 
complete, and the editor though 
in this work he has (hewn imie 
judgment and erudition than in 
fome fmaller tracts, has not at- 
tained to the reputation i,f the 
Coutants and Mabillons. The 
text is Hill left in fome places in - 
correct ; the notes are fome times 
defective. The order of the 
epiftlcs is fo confuied that many 
of them can neither be readily 
found nor eafily quoted S. Je- 
rom's chronicle is omitted j ab is 
alio the martyrology, which is to 
be found in D'Achcry [Spied, 
T. 4 ) and which bears the name 
of S. Jeiom in fome ancient MSS. 
though this father was only the 
Latin interpreter, as llede (Retr. 
in Mt. ) ami Wilfrid us Strabo 
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of his life was obliged to interrupt his frudies by an incurfion of 
barbarians, who penetrated through Egypt into Paleftine (52), 
and ibme time alter by the violences and perfecutions of the 
Pelagians, who after the council of Diofpolis, in 416, relying 
on the protection of John of Jerufalem, lent the year following 
a troop of feditious banditti to Bethlehem, to affauJt the holy 
monks and nuns who lived there under the direction of St, 
Jerom (53)- Some were beaten, and a deacon was killed by 
1 hem. I he hereticks fet fire to all the monasteries, and re- 
duced them to allies. St. Jerom with great difficulty efcaped 
their fury by a timely flight, retiring to a ltrong cattle. The 
two virgins St. Euftochium and her niece, the younger Paula, 
were expofed (till to greater dangers, and faw their habitation 
conlumed with fire, and thofe that belonged to them nioft bar- 

baroufly 

(52] St. Hier. cp. 78. ad Paulin. p. 643. (53) St, Aug. De 
Gcitifi Ptlag c. 36. T. 10. 



(/& rebus EccL c. 28 ) a flu re u 5, 
J)om Maitianay compiled the 
life of S. Jeioin, which he in- 
fer ced in the ^th Tome, of his 
works ; but publifhed it inore at 
la ge in French in 1700, in 
which work he has vindicated 
the honour of this father again it 
the harfli exprerfions of !>aillet, 
Sec. See the Handera of Barbey- 
rac a^ainlt S |er m and his 
doctrine, conlutcd by Ceillicr, 
sJp'jivgie do Pcrrs, p. 30-5, 311, 
&c. Vallarfi, an Italian Orato- 
rian, with the afliltance of tlie 
learned marquis Scipio MafFei, 
and others, gave a new edition 
of S. JeronTs works, in 10 vo- 
lumes folio, at Verona, in 17 8, 
with the life of this father, and 
many ufei.ul notes. Hut the li- 
berty which, in imitation of 
Krai mns and fome other cri ticks, 
he has taken in correcting the 
text upon his own conjectures, 
without the authority of JV1SS. 
copies, has much dilci edited his 
undertaking. 

Four religious Orders take the 

name ol Hieionyniites, honour 



S. Jerom as principal patron, 
ana tu their firlt institution fol- 
lowed auAere rules, which they 
collected out of his epiities : but 
thefe they have fince changed to 
adopt the complete rules of fome 
other Order. The Hieronymites 
in Spain are originally a filiation 
of the third Order of S. Francis: 
they were hermits till in 1374 
they were formed into regular 
communities ; at which time they 
put chemfelves un.ler the rule of 
S Aultin. The fame is followed 
by the hermits of S. Jerom, who 
compofe the Congregation of 

I 0111 hardy. Thefe are pc> defied 
of the church of S. Alexis in 
Rome ; but their general redder, 
in their great convene of S. Pe- 
ter of t )lpita!etto, in ( lie dioce/s 
of Lodi. The Congregation of 
the H ieronymites of Fieloli in 
Tufcany prolefs the rule of S. 
Aultin, with certain particular 
coiiNiturions taken out of S. |e- 
rom's afcetical epillles. Thole 
of S. Peter of Piia are mendi- 
cants, bee his hie, June 1. 
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baroufly beaten before their faces. After this ftorm St. Jerom 
continued his exercifes and labours, hated by all enemies of the 
church, but beloved and reverenced by all good men, as St. 
Sulpicius Severus and St.Auftin (54.) teftify. Having triumphed 
over all vices, fubdued the infernal monfters of herefies, and made 
his life a martyrdom of penance and labours, at length by a fever, 
in a good old age, he was releafed from the prifon of his body, in 
the year 420,011 the 30th of September. His feflival is mentioned 
in the Sacramentary of St. Gregory, and in the martyrologies of 
Bede, Ufuard, See. He was buried in a vault at the ruins of 
his monaftery at Bethlehem: but his remains lie at prefent in 
the church of St. Mary Major at Rome. St. Jerom made the 
meditation on death and divine judgments the great employ- 
ment of his folituue. The following faying is by fome afcribed 
to him : " Whether I eat or drink or whatever elfe I do, the 
<c dreadful tK'mpet of the ] aft clay f_ems always founding in 
6C my ears; Arife, ye dead, and come to judgment." 

It was equally in a fpirit of penance, and of zeal to advance 
the divine honour, that this holy doctor, applied himfelf with 
fuch unwearied diligence to thofc facred ftudics, by which he 
rendered moft eminent ferviccs to the church. Xhe commen- 
taries of the ancient fathers on the divine oracles are not a 1 ! 
equally ufeful. Allegorical interpretations, unlefs pointed out 
by fome infpired writer, ferve chiefly to convey that moral in- 
ftrucTtion which they contain, and to introduce which they have 
been fometimes employed by great men in familiar difcourfes to 
the people. Of all commentaries thofc are moft ufeful which 
expound the myfteries of faith, or dwell on and enforce chri- 
ftian virtues by motives, founded in the literal genuine fenfe of 
the facred writings, in which infpired words the perfect fpirit, 
and as it were the marrow of all virtues is contained. It is only 
by afliduous humble meditation on the facred text that its inex- 
haulicd riches in this refpec/t, concealed in every titile, can be 
undcrilood. The admirable comments of St. ChryfoHom will 
be an excellent guide and key : by making fome parts of them 
familiar to us we lhall inure ourfelvcs to this method in our ap- 
plication to thefe facred iludics. Wc mult bung with us that 
fpirit of prayer, and that humble docility by which lb many 
holy doctors have been rendered faithful interpreters of the 
word of God. The tradition of the church mu(t be our direc- 
tion. Without an humble fubmiilion to thib li:.;ht we are fure 
to be led aflrny, and the molt learned men who do not flick 
dole to this rule (as expedience and the inoft facred authority 

con fp ire 



(.-4) Snip. Sev. Dial, c. 4. S. Aug ep. Sz. n. 30. p. 201. 
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con \ pi re to teach us) tread in the fteps of all thofe whofe ftudy. 
of the (captures has hurt the church inftead of ferving her, as 
Dr. Hare, the learned bifhop of Chicbefter obferves (55). 
For, fays he, " The orthodox faith does not depend upon the 
ct - fcriptures confklered in themfelves, but as explained by ca- 
** .tholick tradition." As the folid interpretation of the facred 
hooks is founded in the genuine arfd literal fenfe, to 2;ive this 
it^ iul left extent and force in every particle, the aid of fober cri- 
licifm is to be called in ; in which among the Latin fa- 
thers no one equals St. Jerom. But then his moderation muft 
be imitated. What can he more abfurd than that in ex- 
plaining the oracles of God, their end mould be forgot, 
and kept out of fight 5 that interpreters mould ftop at the fhell, 
and fpend all their time in grammatical and critical niceties, 
and make the divine truth an object of idle amufement and cu- 
riofity, or a gratification of foolifh finful vanity in difplaying an 
empty fhew of philofophical learning, and infignificant criti- 
ciirn. This is the cafe of many huge volumes of modern com- 
mentators, in which Chrift: and virtue are fcarce named in the 
pietended expolitions of thofe divine oracles which point out 
nothing but them. This made A4r. Reeves, an ingenious Pro- 
teftant divine, fay, The example of St. Jerom fhews that criti- 
ciim was not neglected by the fathers in interpreting and vindi- 
cating the holy Icriptures : but they were chiefly folicitous in 
beautifully applying the types, figures and prophecies, in fet- 
ting forth Chrift, and in bringing men to him. Whereas the 
learned Grotius and many other moderns are fo jejune and 
empty, and fo ftrangely fparing upon our Lord's divinity, &cc 9 
that, upon companion, there feems to me, fays this author, 
as much difference between the ancients and fome moderns, as 
between a man himlelf and his clothes fluffed with ftraw. 

On the fame DAY 

St C! pfcoiiv, B. fumamec! the Apollle of Armenia (//), and the 
Jllumiu'itor. This apoftolick man w.is a native oi (Ji eater tunc* 
iiia, and by receiving his education at Cicfarca in Cappadocia, was 

there 

(^) Hare, On the Difficulties which attend tlu ftudy of the 
Seiiptuieb by the Way cf Private Spirit. 

[a) F he feeds of the Chriftian and Schroeder, Ihef. I Jugate Ar- 
faitli were (own in Armenia by menu**, p. 1 »}.(). ) Thai a L'hri- 
the apollles St. Uartholemew and llian church Jlum ilhed in A rme- 

St. Thomas. (Sec Tillcmont T. 1 . ma in the fecund century, h ma- 

niicil 
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there inftru&ed in the Chriflian faith and baptized. He opened his 
heart to the leffons of eternal life with lb great ardour as entirely to 
banifli the love of the world and the concupifcencc of the flefh. 

Having 



fell from Tertullian {Adv.Jude<&. 
c. 7.) In the pcifecution raifed 
by Dioclefian the holy bifhop 
St. Blafe, and many others re- 
ceived the crown of martyrdom 
at Sebafte, ethers at Nicopolis, 
Melitene, Comana and ether 
placee. (See Lubin Not. in Mar- 
tyrol. Rom. & Lequien, Orims 
Chnpan. T. I. p. 425.) St. 

Gregory propagated the faith 
throughout both the Greater Ar- 
menia fituated on the Eaft of the 
Euphrates, and the Letter on the 
Weft, and baptized the king 
Tiridates himfelf. Being elect- 
ed bilhop he repaired to Caefarea 
in Capadocia to receive confecra- 
tion from Leontius, archbifhop 
of that city, as is related in his 
life in JVletaphraftes, by Aga- 
thangelus in The Hijhry of the 
Conuerfion of the Ai fnenlans, and 

others. From this circumllance 
it became a cuftom for the pri- 
mate of Armenia to be confe- 
erated by the archbilhop of Cze- 
farea, according to the remark 

of the ancient author of The Nar- 
rative of the /Iff airs of Armenia, 

publifhed by Combefis ( AuSiar. 

Bthl. Patr. Qrrcc. T. p. 287) 

Which cuftom is clear lrom St. 
Bafil (ep 121. als. 19c. ad Theo- 
dot. U ep. 122. alias 313. ad 
P ( c?nimuM, Sec.) and which con- 
tinued for feveral ages. The 
primates in Armenia aftcrwaid 
took the title of Catholicos 
and Patriarch. St. Gregory or- 
dained many other biihops, and 
left the church of Armenia in the 
molt llouriihing condition. The 
Armenians after the council of 

Chalcedon fell into thcEutychian 



herefy, which they confirmed in 
a famous council at Tibena, in 
5C4. Their reconciliations with 
the catholick church, never 
proved of long continuance On 
their enours fee the council in 
Trullo, in 692. Can. 56, and L>e- 
verege [vet. in lo . ) Alfo the coun- 
cil of Jerufalem againlt the Ar- 
meniaiib in 1 143, (ed.Harduini 
Cone. T 6. part 2. p. 1 1 43 . ) 
&c. In the 14th age, Bartholo- 
mew the Little, a Dominican 
friar, was fent by pope John 
XXII with feveral collegucs 
of the lame Order, to preach in 
Armenia. By them and their 
fucceHours to this day many *re 
maintained in the catholick uni- 
ty, and were long diftinguilhed 
by the name of the United Br t - 
tbren. Bartholomew being or- 
dained bilhop, left a fucceilion 
of catholick biihops to this day. 
The archbifhop of Naxivan vvi'h 
all his dependences has from that 
time been always a member of 
the catholick faith and commu- 
nion, though often exp >fed to 
perfections under the Perfian 
Mahometans. On the enours 
held by the re It of the Arme- 
nians, (whom Schrodoer, in ibe- 
fauna Lingua-' A •menicrf: , has in 
vain attempted in fome degree to 
excufe) fee the Decree ot Union 
made by En*» cuius IV, after the 
council of L'lorence, Clemens 
Gal anus {f'J'f Art/ienorum, 3 vol. 
folio), Mich.iel Lequien, the 
learned Dominican (/// Orttns 
Cb> Jiian.'l\ 3. p. 1361) Lc Brun 

^ /W it s I i'u*i>ir ts T. 3. p. 1 .) 

James lichard (De Scrip tor. Otd m 
iW.T. i.p.481.) F. Antony 

Brc- 



Sept. 30. St. HON ORIUS, B. C. 1113 

Having fpent fome years in the Rudy of the fcience of falvation, 
and in the heroick exercife of all virtues, he was touched with a 
vehement defire of procuring the falvation of his countrymen. This 
important affair he Jong recommended to Gcd by his moft fervent 
prayers, and at length returned to Armenia, and there preached the 
faith of our crucified redeemer The zeal and heavenly fpirit with 
which he was animated, and with which he proclaimed the great 
truths of eternal life, gave an irrefiftible force to his words ; nor 
were miracles wanting to confirm the holy docTine which he 
announced. The people flocked to him in great multitudes to re- 
ceive the holy facrament of regeneration, and to be directed in the 
paths of falvation. The anonymous life of our faint in Surius, fays 
that he fuffered much in this arduous employment; but that after 
fome time Tiridates, the king of that country, embraced the faith. 
We are informed by Eufebius (i) that Maximin Daia, at that time 
Ccefar in the Eaft, and a violent perfecutor of" the church, provoked 
at the wonderful progrefs which the faith made in Armenia, invad- 
ed that cou . try j but was repulfed with confufion. This was the 
firft war on account of religion mentioned in hiftory. St. Gregory 
was confecrated bifhop by St. Leontius, bifhop of Carfare a in Cap. 
padocia, and continued his labours in propagating the faith over all 
Armenia, and among many very barbarous nations near the Cafpian 
fea, as far as mount Caucafus. He was called to blifs before Con* 
itantine the Great became mafter of the Eaft, the Greek menolo- 
gies fay by martyrdom. An anonymous Panegyrick of this faint, 
publifhed among the works of St. Chryfoftom (2) mentions feveral 
difcourfes full of heavenly wifdom to have been wrote by him ; alio 
an Expofition of faith, which he gave to the Armenians. The 
Abbe de Villefroi informs us that this expofition of faith and 23 
homilies of this glorious faint are pi eferved in an Armenian MS. 
kept in the king's library at Paris — See this faint's life in Surius, the 
abovementioned panegyrick?, and Le Brun fur hs Liturgies, T. 3 
and 4. aud Lequien Qric?is Cirifiiun. T. i« 3. 

St. Hen or 1 us, Archbifhop of Canterbury, C. This apoftolick 
man was a Ron. an by birth, and a monk by profeflion. St. Gre- 
gory the Gi\at, from the experience which he had of his great vir- 
tue 

(1) Euf. Ilift. 1. 9. c. S. (2) S. Chryfoft Op. T. 12. p. 821. 

ed. Ben. 

Biemond (in Rul!n*\ l^trn'nrmn, nnhbifhop of Aleppo and many 

T.2 p.2*j$.)& b\ J'ouron (//•//. other biftiops, and live in com- 

tits lllnfiv. Pr. \ . 2. p. 108.) ivC. innnion with the pope. Thele 

A much greater number of Sy- rejeel the name of Jacobites, < ti 

liaii Eutychians (called Jacobites account of it.s heretical author, 

from their ringleader James, far- :md are ufually called Syi ians, or 

named Zanzal, and liaradat, in more frequently Surian Chri- 

the 7th centiuy) have embraced Hums. 

the catiioJick f*v\u with the 



014 St. H ON ORIUS, B. C. Sept. 30- 

virtue, and fkill in facred literature made choice of Kim for one of 
the holy miflionaries which he fent to convert the Englifh nation to 
the faith. Upon the death of St Julius about the year 630, St. 
Honorius was chofen archbifhop of Canterbury. He was confecrat- 
ed at Lincoln by St. Paulinus, archbifhop of York, and received the 
Pall fent from Rome by pope Honorius I . together with a letter, in 
which his Holinefs ordained, that whenever either the fee of Canter- 
bury or York mould become vacant, the other archbifhop mould or- 
dain the perfon that fhould be duly ele&ed {a) % Our holy archbifhop 
faw with joy the faith of Chrift extended daily in many difFerentparts 
of this Hland, and the fpirit of the gofpel to take deep root in the 
hearts of many chofen fervants of God His care in filling all 
places with pallors truly dead to the world and all wordly interefts 
or views, and his own zealous labours and mining example contri- 
buted exceedingly, with the divine blefiing, to fo wonderful an in- 
creafe. He died On the 30th of September, in 6153, and was fuc- 
ceeded by Deufdedit. His name occurs in the Roman martyrology. 
—See Bede, Hift 1. 2. c. 18, 20. 1. 3 c> 20. Wharton, Ahglia ja~ 
*>-a. T. 1 . and the life of this faint by GofceHn abridged in Capgrave, 
and entire in a fair old MS. in the Cotton library. 



(a) St. Gregory gave St. Au- 
ft in authority over all the bi- 
fhops of Britain ; but feems to 
have meant this as a perfonal 
privilege, which was to die with 
with him, (fee Bede, 1. i.e. 
29.). For the fame pope di- 
rected that as foon as all the pro- 
vinces of England (hould be con- 
verted, Canterbury fhould have 
twelve fufLVagans, and York as 
many. S. Paulinas was' con le- 
gated the (ir it archbUhop of 
York, by St. Julius, in 625, and 
received the pall fvom R<,mc, 
though he had never a fuffragan 
bifhop under him. Upon the 
death of king Edwin, in 633, and 
the npollacy of his fucccflbi s, St. 
Taulinus retiied, and died bifhop 

of Rochcltcr. Whilft St. Aidan 
Final) and Col man converted 




the North umbers and rcfided at 
Lindisfarne, the fee of York re- 
mained vacant, till St. Chad 
was chofen to fill it. In Eg- 
bert it recovered the archicpifco- 
pal dignity, OrTa, king of the 
"Mercians, obtained of pope|A- 
d'rian I. the grant of metrop.jli- 
cal dignity for Litchfield, over 6 
fuffragans, viz. of Worcefler, 
Leicelter, Sidnachefter, (now 
Hatfield in Lincolnfhire), Here- 
ford, Elm am and The t ford : but 
7 years after Leo 1IL reftored 
thefe fees to Canterbury, and 
Adulf, bilhop of Litchfield re- 
fig ned the archiepifcopal dignity, 
and the primacy over all England 
was finally (cttlcd at Canterbury, 
See the council of Clovcfhoe (that 
is, Abbingdon) in 803, and Mr. 
oh n ion, ad aim aim* 1\ I, 




1 





G 



O 



N 



T 



E 



N 



T 



S 



OF THE 



THIRD VOLUME 



JULY. 



Page 

1. QT. Optatus, B. C. i 
n3 SS. Julius and Aaron ^ 

MM. 10 
St. Theobald, C. 10 
St. Rumwold^ B. M. 13 

2. Vifitation of thcB.V. M. 14 
SS. Procerus and Marti nian^ 

MM. 18 
St. Of/*?, B C. 20 

3. St. Phocas^ M. 21 
St. Monegcndes 24 

4. St. U/r/V*, B.C. 25 
St. Orfa, B. C. 28 

5. St. Peter 

B. C. 

St. Sifoes, Anchoret, 

St. Jirlodu/ena^ V. 

6. St. Columba^ Abb. 

St. Cummian-y Abb. 

St. Julian, Anchoret, 
St- yinccnt of A gen, M. 47 
St. /VZr#£/rf, V. M. 

7. St. PfwtantiSy C. 
St. milibald, B. C. 
St. /AvaWk, B. C. 

St. Edilburva, V. 
St. Benedict XI. Pope 

8. St. Elizabeth, Q^oi Port. 55 
St. Procopius, M. 62 
SS. A7//V/V, Caiman and Ti/- 

imw, MM. 62 

St. IVhhburge, V . 63 
St. Theobald^ Abb. 64 

9. St. Ephrem of lule/Fa, C. 64 



of Luxembug, 

33 
38 

3* 
39 

45 
46 



47 
48 

54 



Page 

Martyrs of Gorcum, 8 r. 

10. Seven Brothers, MM. 83. 
SS. Rufina and Secunda y 

MM. 86 

11. St. James of Nifibis, B. C. 

87 

St. P/Vj I. Pope, M. 92 

12. St. John Gualbert, C. 94 

SS. Nabor and iv//,v, MM. 

99 

13. St. Eugenius, B. C. 99 
St. Anacleius^ P. M. ill 

14. Bonaventure^ B. C. 112 
St. Ca mi fins de L el/is, C. 126- 

15 St. Henry II. Emp. 
St. Plechefw, B. C. 

St. Swithin, B. C. 

1 6. EnJlatbiiiSy B. C. 

17. Sr. Alexius , C. 
Scillitan Martyrs, 
St. Marccllina* V. 
St. Ennodiusy B. C. 
St. Pope, 



133. 

143 
144 

149 

15b 

157 
160 



202 

18. SS. Sy?nphorofa and feven 
ions 

St. PhUaJhhiU B. C. 
St. Arnoul, B. C. 
St. An:onl, M. 
St. Frederick, B. M. 

St. (W/;Zs C. 

19. St. I'' in cent of Paul., (J. 215 
St. Arjenius, Abbot, 2 v. 9 

S t aS'v tnmacl. ms, Pop c, C ; 2 3 5 
St. Aliurina 7 V. 237 

20. St. 



2 O 4 

209 
2 1 1 
2 1 r 
2 1 4 



11 



CONTENTS. 




20. St. Jofeph Bar/abas^ C. 239 
St. Margaret, V. M. 239 
SS. Jufta and Rufina, MM. 

St. C*/foj, C. 240 

St. Aurelins, B. 241 
St. U/mer 9 Abbot. 242 

21. St. Praxedes, V. 252 
St. Zaticus, Bp. M. 243 
St. Barbadbefciades, M. 243 
St. PiVfor of Marfeilles, 

M. 243 

22. St : Afory Magdalen, 249 
St. Vandrille, Abbot, 266 
St. Jofeph of Paleftine, 267 

23. St. Apollinaris, Bp. M, 260 
St. Ziborius, Bp. C. 270 

24. St. Lupus, Bp. C. 270 
St. Cbrf/IinayV. M. 277 

SS. Wulfhade and 

MM. 274 

St. Lewine, V. M. 274 
Su Declan, Bp. C. 274 



Page' 

25. St. James the Great, Ap. 

275 

St. Chri/hpher, M. 281 

26. St. /ftf^, 283 
St. Germanus, Bp. C. 284 

27. St. Pantaleon, M. 290 
Seven Sleepers, MM. 292 

28. SS. Nazarius and C elf us, 

MM. 293 
St. ViSior, Pope, C. 294 

St. Innocent, Pope, 297 

St. Sampfon, Bp. C. 299 

Sr. Maglcire, Bp. C. 299 

29. St. Martha, V. 300 

SS. Shnplicius, tkc. MM. 306 

30. SS. Abdon and Sennen, 

MM. 306 

St. Olave, or Tooley, King, 

M. 308 
St. Julitta, M. 308 

31. St. Ignatius, C. 310 
St. John Columbini, C. 343 



AUGUST. 



1. St. Peter ad Vinculo, 345 
The Machabees, MM. 349 
SS. Faith* Hope, and Charity, 

VV. MM. 367 
St. Ethehvola, B. C. 367 

2. St. Stephen, Pope, M. 370 

3. Invention of St. Stephen, 377 
St. Nicodcmus, (J. 387 
St. Gamaliel, C. 388 
St. JVahhen, Abbot, ' 388 

4. St. Dominick, C. 394 
St. Luanus, Abbot, 427 

5 St. Mars Ad Nives, 427 
St. O/wald, K. M. 429 
SS. ///r« and Comp. MM. 

¥ 435 

6 Transfiguration of our Lord, 

438 

St. Yiy//« II. Pope, M. 442 
SS. Jujlus and Pajlor^ MM. 

447 



7. St. Cajetan of Thiena,C. 448 
St. Donatns, B. M. 454 
St. Boifil, Abbot, 455 

8. SS. Cyriaeus,&c. MM. 454 
St. Hormifdas, M. 455 

9. St. Roman us, M. 456 
SS. Plutarch, &c. MM. 457 
SS. Potamiana and Bafilides, 

MM. 457 

10. St. Laurence, M. 464 
St. Dcufdedit, C. 470 

11. SS. Tiburtius and Chroma- 

tins, MM. 470 
St. Sufanna? V. M. 471 
St. B. C. 472 

12. St. 67-7/y, V. Abb. 473 
Si. Euplms, M. 479 

13 St. Ilippolytus, M. 481 

St. fl^w, M. 4**4 

St. Radrg nudes., Queen, 486 

14. St. [iujebius, M. 4-J* 

St. //^- 



r '* 



CONTENTS. 



1 




Pao-e 

St, Werenfrid, C. 495 

15. AfTumption of the B.V.M. 

496 

St. >///>/«j, B. C. 508 

St. Arnold, B. of SoilTons, 

5 r * 

16. St. Hyacinth 1 C. 512 

St 72^, C. 518 

,17. St. Mamas, M. 519 

SS. Liberating &c MM. 521 
8. St. Helen, Emprefs, 

St. A gape t us, M. 532 
St. Clare, of M. Falco 532 
|:ig. SS. Timothy, &c. MM. 533 
St. Lewis, B. C. 534 
St. Mochteus, Abbot, 537 

20. St. Bernard, Abbot, 538 

21. SS. Bonofus and Maximi- 
lian, MM. 584 

St. Richard, B. of Andria, 

58/ 

|22. St. Hippolytus, B. M. 588 

St. Sy?Tiphoria*J, M. 
St. Timothy, M. 
I23. St. Philip Betdti, C. 
SS. Claudius, /Ijlerius, 

.... 598 

St. Apollinaris Sidonius, 604 
St. Theonas, H. M. 
4. St. Bartholomew, A. 
Mart} rs of Utica, 



59' 

592 
Sec. 



311 

Page 

St. CWtf, B. C. 608 

25. St. Lewis, Kinpv C. 6zo 
St.Grcgory of L'trecht,C. 652 
St. or Table, Abb. 653 

26. St. Zephyrimis, P. M, 654 
Sr. Gei.ejius of Rome, M. 656 
St. Gclajinus, M. 

St. Geneftus of Aries, (* 658 

27. St Cesfarius of Aries, Bp, 

C. 659 
St. Pcemcn, or Pajior, Ab- 
bot, 666 
St. Z/k^A of Lincoln, M. 668 

28. St. Auguftine, Dr. B. and 

C. 668 
St. Hermes, M. 769 

29 Decollation of St, 7^yz 

Bapt. 769 
St. $ a hi no, M". 
St. Sehbi, : Jug;, C. 

St. Merri, Abbot, 
30. St. of Lima,V. 



782 
782 



600 
604 
608 



SS. iv//,v and AJ.aiiclm, MM. 

791 

St. Fiaher, Abbot, 791 

St. Ptwi'twchius, C. 7Q4 
31. St. Rttytiumd Nounatus, C. 

795 

St. V. 799 

St. Cut hi urge, Abbefs, 800 



SEP T E M B E R. 



r. St. G/7«, Abbot, 801 
Twelve Brothers, MM. 803 
St. Lupus, Abp. of Sens, 803 
Stephen, FC t n g of Hung. 804 
St. Lad jlus, K. ofHiii!^. 814 
St. "Juflus, Aichbp. of 



Ly- 
814 
816 

kof- 
816 



oiis, C 

St. Maws, C. 
St. intliam, B. of 
child, 

3-St. Simeon Stylites, Junior, $ 1 7 
St. Remuclus, B. of M.u-f- 
tricht, 819 
Voi,., Ill, b 



4- SS- Afar cell us and I'olcrlan, 

M M . 8 2 o 

Ti anflation ol St. Cuthl-ert, 

8 28 

St. A/ f /, Widow, K29 
■ St. Rojhtia, V 830 

5. St. Laurence f ujlinia?:, B. 

Sr. Berth/, Abbot, 8.; 4 

St. Ait), Abbot, 8. 1 o 

6. St. Pambo, Abbot, 847 
St, Jit. utheriits, Abbot, 851 

St. Bees j V. Ss'r 
> b St. 



CONTENTS. 



Page 

7. St. Cloud, C. 852 
St. Re«ina 9 V. M. 854 

8. Nativity of the B. V. M. 854 
St. Adrian, M. 862 
St. Sidronius, M. 863 
SS. Euft'hius and Nejlablus, 

&c. MM. 863 
Sr. Corbinian^ B. C. 864 
St. Difcn 9 or Difibode, Bp. 

C. 865 
«). Feftival of the Name of the 

B. V. ykforj/ 166 
Gorgonius, Dorotheas^ &c. 

MM, 872 
St. (W, B. C. - 873 

St. Kieran, Abbot, 876 

10. St. Nicholas of Tolentino, 

C. 8 77 

St. Pulcberia, Emprefs, V. 

880 

SS. Ncmejianusy &c. MM. 

885 

St. Finian or JVmnin y Bp. 

C. 888 

11. SS. Profits and Hyacinthus, 

MM. 888 

St. Paphnutius, B. C. 889 
St. P aliens, Archbp. of Ly- 
ons, C 892 

12. St. Eanfwide 7 V. Abbefs893 
St. Guy, C. 894 

St. ^/fttfw*, B. C. ' 899 

13. St. Eulogius, Patr. of Alex. 
C. 900 
St. Amain s, B. C. 902 

14. Kxaltation of thcCrof:;, 907 

St. Catharine of (Jeiloa, 

Witlow, 9j8 
35. St. Nicctas, M. 921 
S t . Nicomedcs , M . 92 2 

St. y#//<7 the Dwaif, Ancho- 



► 922 

St. Aicard^ Abbot, 926 

l6. Si. Cornelius, P. M. 928 

St. Cyprian, B. M. 934 

fc>t, Eupbaniu, V. M, 973 



Page 



975 

975 
976 

982 
983 



S?. and Gem in. 

St. Ninian, B. C. 

St. Editha, V. 

17. St. Lambert, B. M. 

St. Colu?nba? V. M. 
St. Tlildegardis^ Abb. 

18. St. Thomas of Villanova, 

B. C. 984 

St. Methodius, B. M. 990 
S S . i^- r r a n d y u lia n , M M , 

991 

19. S S . Jan uar ins , B . M . and 

Comp. 990 
St. Theodorus, Arch bp. of 
Cant. C 997 

SS. Pdeus 9 c^c, MM. 1001 

20. St. Eujlach\us > &c. 

r cos 

St. Jgapetus,'PopQ > C. 1003- 




2z. St. Matibsw* A. 

St. Afi 



1 co 7 
1015 



1016 
1020 
1022 

1023 
1026 

1039 

1 01? 



22. SS. Maurice and Comp. 

MM. 
St. E?n?ncra>i 9 B, M. 

23. Linus, P. M. 
St. TZtfJrf, V. M. 

24. St. Gerard, B. M". 

25. St. Ceolfria, Abb. 
St. Finbarr. B. C. 

St. Fir?ninus, B. M. 1033 

26. SS. Cyprian and Jttjihu 

MM. j 03. 

St. Eufebius, Pope, 103S 
St. Caiman Flo 103 
St. iSfrV/yj - , Junior, 103 

27. SS. Cofmas and D amain 

MM. jo.j< 
$$.I£/&>tir and Delfthina, \ 04 
28- Si Jl'cnctjlas u Duke, M. 1 05 

St. Lioba, V . 1 05 

St. Eu/hcbium, V. rof 

29. Dcd'ie. of St.MicLa't, 105 

30. St. K ferom, Dr. C. 1 07 

St. Gregory of Arnumi 

B. C.' in 

in 



St. llonorias, I>. C. 

' li R li A 



,1 



ERRATA 



PAGE 3.1. 38. by, read, upon. — ib. I. 40. better r. no better. 
— p. 12. J. 13 manner, r. manour. — p. 16. 1. 36 graces, r. 
grace:. — p. 18. 1. 26. r. (^). — p. 22. 1. 14. field, r. field for con- 
templation. — p. 27 1. 58. may, r. in may. — p. 40. 1 62. had 
embraced, r, afterwaid embraced. — p. 45 1 9. Segienufs, r. ^egie- 
niiL> — p 47. i. 3^. Affiance, r afliilance. — p. 52 1 . 35. the throne, 
r. in the throne. — p. ^4 1. 44. Noguret,, r. IMogarct. • — p. 64. 1. 27. 
lit, r. Citeaux — p 81. 1. 1 1. r. infinitely good God. — p. 90 I. 16. 
for taking, r. becaufe heaven feemed to take. — ib. 1. 17. the faint's 
difciple, r. St, James's difciple. — ib. 1. 33. the horfe-, r. and the 
horfes. — p. 107 1. 35. whom, r. when. — p. 1 1 5 I. 6. r. An emi- 
nent. — p. 118 1. 2. this, r. his. — p. 125. 1. 6. was r. hath been, 
p. iz6. 1. zS. adverfary's r. antagonifVs. — 137. 1. 1. dele given, 
p. 144. 1. 9. the defcendant of Herftall, the fat, r. fumamed of 
HerJlall, or the Fat. — p. 146. 1. 25. Audborne, r. Redborne. — p. 
147. I 53. miracles, r. his miracles. — p. 148. 1. 21. Edabu.-ga, r. 
Eadburga. — 149. 1. 26 The fir ft next, r. in dignity the next. ~ 
p. 150 1, 23. faint (a) add : This raifed a violent ftorm againft him. 
— p. 152. 1. 30. difFufe, r. diffuiive. — p. 162. 1. 3. Paiiianous, 
r. BafTianous. — ib. 1. 92. pretended, r. pretended claim. — p. 168. 
I.3. prefect, r. prefedt. of. — p. 203. 1. pen. Alaiius, r Allati- 
us. - — p. 204. i. 12. year, r. years. — p. 208. 1. 14. this heart, r. 
his heart. — ib. his gorgeous, r. this gorgeous — p. 21 2 1. ante p. 
dillurbrancs, r. difturbances. — p. 213. 1. 43. a few minutes, r. in 
a few minutes. — p. 214. 1. 40. churches, r. feveral churches. — p. 
233.I. 24. Mitria, i\ Nitria. — p. 234.. 1. 17. r. yourfelf — ib. 1. 
24 the faint's, r. his. — .p. 735. 1. 4.2. Father, r. Fatheis. — ib. 1. 47. 
to procure, r to endeavour to procure. — p. 246. I, 8. glad r. clad. 

p. 250. 1. 35. dele three. — p. 266 1. 32. of which, r. vvhich. — 
p. 279. 1. 8. r. from Csefarca to Jerufalem. —p. j, 1. ? dele fuf- 
tinian built a chuich to her honour in 550. — p. 7.91. I. z.\ glory, r. 
glorify. — p 330 1. pen. r. (3) See his, Sec. ^4 ) Bouhours, &c. — • p. 
331.I. s7- ^t. Alvarez, r. F. Alvarez. — p. 3 .( 3 1 35 that, r. being 
fonfible that. — p, 346 1. 16. dream, r. vifion — p. 347. 1. 9.1- Jufti- 
nian nephew to.--- p *tjn, 1. ult. \veapoiib,r. thefe weapons.-— p. 36$. 
1513. r. ami with the leave — p. 366. 1. 43. wcrc,r. are — p. 3H1. I.3. 
Prague, r iirai*ue — p. \ , - J ,z. I.70. Fofiianus. r i'ollidius.- — 387. 1 22. 
iiotoftended, r. olFendcd. — p. 374. 1. 1 1 . herefy, r. herefy in approv- 
ing heretical baptilm. — p. 399.!. 100. fomething as their property, r. 
temporal eflates. ■ — p. 403. I. 65. cover, v. pretence. — 4.06. I. an- 
tepen. dele chiefly. — p. 408. 1. iq- ther, r. the. — p. 41 4. L. 36. had, 
r. has. ■ — 41c. 1. 12. in forming preachers, r. in preachers. — p. 
426. 1. 24. extant, r. in Italy. — p. 4.30 1 H. brother, r. brothers, 
p 464. 1, 8. two, r. fecond. — p. 465 I.40. comforting, r. comfort- 
ing 



ERRATA. 

*J»g huni — r p. 48?. 1. 29 turn, r. his turn. — p. 497 I. 7. that, i 
find that. — p 517. 1. 19 four, r. two. — p, 525. 1. 46. religious, 
r. their religion. - — p. 531 1. antep. St. Martha, r. Ste-Marthe. — 
P- 543 * • * • morcel, r. model. — p. ^53. 1. r4. are, r. as. — p 
557I. 3^. dele and — p. ^58 1. 3 wrote, r. wrought. — p. 560.) 
2-5. clem tender — p \6z \. 42. r. ^44. — p r,66. 1. ult. r in hi 
jtiotcs — p ^68 1. 67. I", excellently. - — p. $68 1. 79. labours, 1 
functions. - 5 So. 1. 17 filter, r- filter Sc. Mumbeline. — p c^} 
I. 59 ruler, r rules. — p 5S7. 1. 15- and earth, r. on earth — ^ 
588. I. 20. r Moetus — p. 5*90. I. 34 fin, r. fin : — p. 603. 1. id 
kept, r kept foon after his death. — ■ p. 605. 1. z. M. r. C — ib. 1 
28. dcie 72 — p. 609. I.23. dele too. — ib 1. 29. Auilria, r. Au| 
ftraiia. — p 613 1. 9 unction, r. annointed. — p. 619. L 37. o\\ 
feiv d, r ouferve — p. 019.1,43. forms, r. obferves. — p 6zJ 
1 8 r count. — p. 635. i- pen.r. prelent age. — p. 044. 1 73 unto 
r. in. — p'"$i I.27. dele in.- p. 663. 1. 13,1" Alrick. — p 683. I. 37 
1362. r. 362. — p 6^. 1 7, ari authority, r. the authoiity — p. 692 
1. I 2. dele 654 — p. 692 1. 27. he, r. God. — p. 711. 1. 31.1*. d>Jca\ 
ceated — p.vi6. 1. 7. r. propofes — p. 720. 1. 17. direr!, r. difcreet.-I 
p. 7^7. 1 3''. r a cuilom. — p 739- 1 21. in r. on — ib 1. 41. dyinl 
i" dying unbaptized infant. — p /4<. I 3-r. Kis — p. 750. I. 13. dell 
( 1 29) — ib 1 19 for 1 30, r. ( 1 29). — ib. I, 1 2. it, r. death. — d 
7s2. 1 -8. it, r. its — ». 7^3- 1 /ub ntt. r. commonit. — p. 75^ 
1. 3 with, r. of. — p. 760. 1. penult, r. in the lart. — I. ult. r. T. J 

— p -64. 1. 33. r. or at ieaft. — p. ."65. L 32, dele (i 5 1), — ib. J 
figtis with David (151). — ib 1. penult. ( 103) r. (1 50) — (151). — Pj 
xl". 2, ( 152) St. Au^ in I'f. xli. n. 6. — p. 767. I. ult. r. cone. Tl 
j. — p. 768. \. 9. dr f > (i6\) — 1 12. for (162) r. (161) — 1. 14 fcj 

( . £7,} r (162) — 1 17. lor (164) r. (.63) 1. 20. for (165) I 

(164)— 1. 21 . for i 66) r, ( 1 65 ) — ^1- 23. for (167) r. (166) —1. 29. fol 
(s'Sr (167) 1 penult, r. Tufijgraph. in proem. — 1. ult. add : ( i6;I 
Inft. rlift. Philus. p 4^8. — p. 769. 1. h and ult. for ( 1 69; J 

r p. 1. ult. fourth, r tenth. — p 7^7. 1. 2.r*of. and I. 31 
r. and cat. — p. 791 . I 20 ' hofe, r. Thefe. — p. 792. 1. 40. Faroil 
r Faio*b — p 793 \ 7 Pardon, r. pation. — p. 823. 1. 24. EpiiJ 
j. Epicle. . — p, 82.1 1 S8.1 treatifes. — p 829. 1. antep 1 Cuthb. A 
St. Cuihbcrt. — ib 1. 29. his, r the. — p. 830. 1. 28. r. fqrnifliing licj 

enchuirh, p 39 >' confift. — p. 8^3.1 2. to, r. too. —p. 859 

1. 3c it h he.— p. < 6 . \ p»-n, r. Bingen. — p. 873. 1. 5. r. Gorgd 
liius. — p. 877. 1. uh. r. refection. — p. S8o. 1. 8. r. The empref^- 
p. 84 i 1 -j. r. Blaquerna. — p. 927. 1. pen. r. duties which we owj 
to him. — p 3i« that were penitent. —p. 939. 1. 77. offer 

ing, r offspring — p 941. I. g. r. the belief. — p. 913. I. 6. r. revel 
rem!. — p. 95 :• 1 cS. r child again. — p t)«2. 1. 28. r oppofite. — | 
901 . 1. 40. r. Fenc X — p 999, 1 12. had not received his confd 
crution by lawful rutlv rity. — p loco. col. \. 1 penult in r. fon.i 

— p. 10 1 1. io.r appears — p. »'"i6. 1. 13. place, r. piece. • - | 
1017. ) 17 hi:., r. this. — p. 1037. I. 20. r. nature Corrupted by ( 
and enflavcd to vice, his converfation.— p. 1043 I. 17. r. is befiegfij 

— p. 1046.I. 17. and let all, r. that all. — (]• 1058, 1 T 24- groatu 
r. great. 
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We fools eft e erne d their life madnefs^ and their end without honour* 
Behold, how they arc numbered' among the children of God y and 
their, lot is among the faints. Therefore %ue have erred from the 
zuay of truth, Wifd. v. 4, 5, 6. 
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St-REMIGIUS, Archbifliopof Rheims: 



From his ancient life abridged by Fortunatus^ and his life compiled 
by archbijhop Hincmar, with a hi/lory of the tranjlation of 
• bis r clicks* See alfo St. Gregory of Tours /. 2. Fleury y L 29* 

71. 44. &C: Ceillier, T. 16. Rivet* Hift. Liter, de la Fr* 

A. D. 533. 




©fJ^#M82J T. Remioius, the great apoftle of the 

2)^5, French nation, was one of the brighteft lights 

of the*Gaulifti church, illuftrious for his learn- 




ing, eloquence, fanctity and miracles. An 
epifcopacy of feventy years, and many great 

ffiftfe^^^^SS a£tions have rendered his name famous in the 

annals of the church. His very birth was 
Wonderful, and his life was ahnoft a continued miracle of divine 
grace. His father Emilius, and Im mother CilinLi, both def- 
cended of noble Gaulifh families, enjoyed an affluent fortune, 
Jived in fplcndour datable to their rank, at the caltle of Laon, 
and devoted thcmfelves to the cxercife of all Chriihan virtues. 



Sr. Remigius fcems to have been born in the year 439 (a). He 
had two brothers older than himfclf, frincipiiis, bilhop of 
Vol. IV. Ji Soiilbns, 



(a) The chronology of this 
faint's life ia determined by the 
following circumiianccs. Uilfco- 
fianft agree that ho was made 



bilhop when he was twenty- two 
years old. The faint fays, iu a 
letter which he wrote in 

that he. hud then been bilhop /if y- 

threo 



ft St, R E M I G I U S. Oa. il 

SouTons, and another whofe name is not known, but who was 
father of St. Lupus, who was afterward one of his uncle's fuc- 
cefTours in the epifcopal fee of Soiflbns. An hermit named 
Montanus -foretold the birth of our faint to his mother 5 and 
the pipus parents had a fpecial care of his education, looked, 
upon him as a child blefled by heaven, and were careful to put 
him into the befl hands. . •* % : 

His rilirfe Balfamia is reckoned among the faints, and is ho- 
noured, at .Rheims in a collegiate church which bears her name. 
x 45he had a fon called Celfin, who was afterward a difciple of 
bur faint, and; is known at Laon by the name of St. Soufftn. 
St. Remigius had an excellent genius, made great progrefs in 
learning, and in the opinion of St. Apollinaris Sidonius, who 
was acquainted with him in the earlier part of his life, he be- 
came the moft eloquent perfon in that; age (1). He was re- 
markable from his youth for his extraordinary devotion and 
piety, and for the feverity of his morals. A fecret apartment 
in which he fpent a great part of his time in clofe retirement^ 
in the cattle of Laon, w nil ft he lived there, was ftandingih 
the ninth century, and was vifited with devout veneration 
when Hincmar wrote. Our faint earneftly thirfting after greater 
fblitude, and the means of a more fublime perfection, left his 
father's houfe, and made choice of a retired abode, - where hav- 
ing only God for witnefs, he abandoned himfelf to the fervour 
of his zeal in falling, watching and prayer. The epifcopal 
fee of Rheims (b) becoming vacant by the death of Bennagius, 
Remigius, though only twenty-two years,, of age, was com-? 
pelled, notwithltanding his extreme reluctance, to take upon 
him that important charge 5 his extraordinary abilities feeming 
Xo the bifliops of the province a fufEcient reafori for, djfpenf- 
ing with the canons in point of age. . In this ne^ dignity, 
prayer, meditation on the holy fcriptures, the inftruclion of the 
people, and the converfion of infidels, hereticks and finnersi 
were the conftant employment of the holy paftor. Such was 
the fire and un<Slion with which he announced the. divine oraclea 
$0 all ranks of men, that he was called by many a fecond St. 

.Paul; 

1 

< > 

(01. 9. ep. 7: 

4 

three years, and St. Gregory of (b) The origin of the epifcopal 
Tours fay a that he held that dig- fee of Rheims is obfeurc. On 
nity above feventy years. Confe- Sixtus and Sinicius y the apoftles 
quently he died in 533, in the of that province, fee Marlot. 
ninety-fourth year of his age; 1. 1. c. 12. T. 1. Hi ft. Mttrop* 
was born in 439, and in 512 Rhetn. and chiefly Dona Diony- 
lysw feventy five years old. iius dc Ste, Marthe, Ga/tia Qhri^ 

Jliatui novm 
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Tj^aui* "St, ApoDmafls Sidonius (2) was not able Jo find terms 
4p : exprefs hiV ^dmiratiori bf /tfre ardent charity and purity with 
^hich^his zealous bifhop offered* at the altar an incenfe of 
-Yv^eet odour : to God, and of the «eal with Which by his words 
'hie' powerfully fubdued the wildeft hearts, and brought them 
under the yoke of virtue, infpiring the luftful with the love 
of purity y anaVrhoving hardened'finners to bewail their offences, 
-with -' tears of fincere 1 corn pun £fcion. The fame author, who 
•'fpr-fris eloquence 'and - piety was one of the greateft lights of 
the -church' in that age, teftifies £3), that he procured copies 
*of the fernions of this admirable, hi/hop, which he efteemed 
*ah invaluable' treafure, 5 and-fays that in them he admired the 
"Iprtinefs of the thoughts, trie judicious choice of the epithets, 
lithe grac.efujnefs and propriety, of- the figures, and the juftnefs, 
vilrehgth, arid ciofenefs of the reafoning, which he compares 
•to the vehemence' of thunder ; the words flowed like a gentle 
.river-, but ever£ part in each difcoiirfe was fo naturally cori- 
- ne&edl and the ftyle fo eyen' and fmooth, that the whole 
'carried With It an irrefiftible forceV ' The delicacy and beauty of 
the thoughts. and exprefllori were at the fame time enchanting^ 
* this. .being, fo-fmootri, that it might be. compared to the fmootheft 
ice o^cryjftal;,upqn wpich a. nail, runs without meeting with the 
^Jeaft- .rub^vor,o'pnevennefs. : Another main excellency of thefe 
ifermons conflfted . in .the fublimiry of the divine maxims which 
^thcy roontained, and the- unction and fincere piety with which 
-they: were^delive"red. But the holy bifhop's fermons and zealous 
-labour^ "derived their greateft force from the fandlity of his life, 
f^ictP wa?. fiippbrted • bjr an extraordinary gift of miracles, % 
^hWwas'St/Rem'rfffus. qualified and prepared by God to be 

'made the app^Ie of a great nation. 
. ThejGapls/y^hp had formerly extended their conquefls by*. 

'large, cojqnies, in Afia, , bad jfubdued a great part of Italy, and 

brought,' ELomeJtfelf to :the very brink of utter dcflrucu'on (c), 

were, at. length. reduced : ' under the Roman yoke by Julius 

-Casfar,:'. fifty years before the Chriftiam rcra. It was the 

^niffom Of'thefe proud conquerors, as St. Auftin obferves (4), 
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{£} Li'8/ c. 14. (3) L. 9. cp- 7. (4) Pe Civ. 1. 19. c. 7. 

(r) See Dom Brczillac, a Alfo Ob/ir<vatiom fur hi Rtption 

Maurifl Monk, Htfoirede Gauks, \da Qauhis, et fur ceV$ des Get * 

fit des Qonquetes dei GauJois, 2 vol. mains % par M. .Frcret, V. 

4 to, printed. in I752. And Cajs- das Mt met res de Literature de 

lar'a Coinmentarics DeBtffo Gal>* rJcadctnic des Infer I ft 'mu An% 

Jt'eo, who wrote and fought 175 1. . 

jvith the fame inimitable ^ij it- 



4 . 'St. R E M I G 1U % . O&.t? 



to impofe the law of their own language up oh. the nations 
Jwhich they , fubdued {a), Alter . Oaul .had been .for : tlje 

-ipace of about five hundred years, one of the. yicheftand moft 

, pow- 
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The Gauls .became - foj fourth age,. » the; language was 
; 1 earned and , eloquent, that: -au... .nearly the . fame,; that .was fpo- 
• mong them fever al feemed almoit. . kken at Triers, and- in Galatia 
to rival the greateft men among '. (in Ga/a'e . "jP 'r&f? - ..p. 255)^ 
.the Romans. Not to mention * Valerias An drseas (in 'Tppogr* 
: Virgil, Livy/Catullus, Cornelius" ,Belgic y p. i.) pretends the an- 
Nepos, the two Plihies, and . cient Celtic to be 'preferred in 
/other ornaments of the Cifalpine the modern Flemilh 5- but 'this is 
^Gaul ; in the Tranfalpine Petro- » certainly a baftard dialect derived 
nius Arbiter, Terentius Varro, from the Teu to hick, arid, rio 
iRofcius, Pompeius Trogus, and more the Celtick. then : it was the 
others . are ranked among : ^the\ -language of Ad^ni, in,,_Paradife, 
.foremoft '. in the lift of Latin _,as Goropius 4 Becanus pretended, 
writers. How much the ftudy The receive^ .opinion, is, - that 
of eloquence and thefacred fci- the Welfh Wngue,Van'd that ftill 
\ cnces flourifhed ; in Gaul wive a : ' ufed ; itf; Wer ^'fiii^n^ ; (wlrfchL 
: the faith' was planted therei ap-.-' are originally the 1 fame language) 
Spear's from St.<Martin, St^Sul- • are a dialeft of ; : th'ef 'Celtick, 
r pitius SeveruSj the two SS. Hi- though not ' perfectly ^pu're i for 
lanes, St. r Paulinus, Salvian of c. the few Celtick names of places 
. Marfeilles, the glorious :St v .Rer. v. that; are. know,iV are . not now 
.migius, St. Apollinarh SidoniuSj , ^intelligible [in,- .thqfe.:CQuntries» 
Sec. Dom.Riyet proves {H(ff. Lit. .Tacitus ^fibres us^ that, the Cel- 
'T.i.) that the Celtick tongue tick differeid/ver yi little^ frpm the 
cave.place, in ,moft parts to the language of the Bmons, (rtt& 
JRoman, . ^ind feems long' iihee . j4gruo/<e, : c. ^hicii is, pre- 
extincl, except in certain"proper ferved in the WeluS;tferig\ie.* The 
names, and fome few other ' zeal with whlcli vD^ni Pezron 
words. Samuel Bochart, the fa~ embraced this' ojMriiort, carried 
K ther of eonje&tires. (as he is called. : hi m( beyond the boniida 'bf pro- 
by Menage) f .in. his Phaleg, de-, ibability,. vv he nr he advanced, that 
rives, it from the Phenician : the :Cel tick was in : part. the ori- 
£orel (Pref. Jur hs 2lubcrcbe$ ginal and the ./oqftdaxion of the 
jGaulolfes) and Klarcel \HiJl. de Latin, Greek^ and Teutonick. 

forigine de la monartbie Fra/i$oiJe f " Sec his Treatife.D* V Ant t qui 

T. 1, p. 11.) from tlie Hebrew, de la Nation et 4 e "J a Latigue 

The latter ingenious hiftorian da Celtes ou Gaitlois. Boriamy 

obferves, that a certain analo- ( Dijf. fur I] Introdutt. Je la 

gy between all languages /licws La'ngric Laiini dans Us Gauls. 

them to have fp rang from one Mc moires del 'Acdd.des Infiriptions* 

primitive tonpne ;' which affinity wol. 24.) finds' fault with Rivet 

is far more fenftblc between all for making ,his aflfcrtipn too ge- 

the Wellcrn languages. St. Jc- ncral, and proves ' that the 

Tom who had viiiced both coun- Franks kept to their ownoldTcu- 

tric3, afluros ua> that in the tonick language for fome time) 



o<ft. x: 



St. 



M 
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powerful provinces of the R oman empire, it fell into the hands 
of trie French; But thefe new matters, far from extirpating or' 
expelling the old : Rbman or Gaulifti inhabitants, became, by a 
coalition with them, one people, and took up their language 
and manners Clovis, at his acceilion to the crown, was 

■ •,■ , . / B 3 • • • only* 



at court, and in certain" towns 

where they were mo ft numerous, 
and always retained fome Teu- 
tonick words "even after the La- 
tin language of the old inhabi- 
tants prevailed. ' But he grants,' 
that out of thirty French words- 
it is hard, to nnd one that is not 
derived from. Latin. Dom Ri» 
vet would probably have granted 
as much; for' he never denied 
but fome few French words are 
of Teutonick extraction : or that 
the Franks for fome time re- 
gained their own language a^ 
mongft themfelves, though they 
alfo learned ufually the old La- 
tin Language of the Gauls a- 
mongft whom they fettled, 
^vhich is evidently the bails of 
all the dial eels fpoken in France, 
except of that of Lower Britany,; 
and a confiderable part of the 
Burgundiari ; yet : there is every 
where fome foreign alloy, which 
is very confiderable in Gafcony, 
and part of Normandy. Even 
the differences in the Provenzal 

and 'others ire nioltly a corrupt 

Latin. ' ' 

(e) The Franks or French 
have been fought for by different 
authors in every province of 
Germany, and by fome near 
the Pal us Mceotis- But the beft 
writers now agree with Spener, 
the molt judicious of the modern 
German hittorians {Notit. Germ, 
until}. T. I ) that the ' Franks 
were compofed of fevcral Gcr- 
man nations, which .entered into 
a confederacy together to feck 
new fcttlcmcnts, and defend 
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theft liberty and independency ;* 
from which liberty, according 
to fome, they toojk the name of 
Franks, unknown among the 
German nations when Tacitus 
wrote. But the word Frenk, or 
Frank, fignified in the old Ger- 
man tongue, Fierce or Cruel \ as 
Bruzen deJa Martiniere obferves ' 
in his additions to r'ufrendorf V 

Introduction to Modern BiJlo>-y % 

T. £. The Franks are h*rft men- 
tioned by the writers of the Au- 
goflan Hifto'ry in the reign of 
G allien. From Eumenius's pa- 
negyrick in praife of Conftan- 
tine, the £rll book of Claudian; 
upon Stilico, and feveral paflages 
Of Apollinaris Sidonius, it ap- 
pears" that they originally came 
chiefly from nations fettled be- 
yond the Elb, about the prefent 
dutchies of Slefwick, and pare 
of Holftein. This opinion is 
fet in a favourable light in a dif- 
fertation printed at Paris in 1748, 
and in another wrote by F. Ger- 
mon, publiflied by F. GrifFet, in, 
his new edition of F, Danid'a 
Hiftory in 1755. F. Germon 
places them in the countries fitu- 
ated between the Lower Rhine, 
the Mein, the Elbe, and the 
Ocean, nearly the fame whence 
the Englifh Saxons afterward 
came: after their firit migrations? 
probably fome more remote na- 
tions had filled the void they had 
left. Among the Franks there 
were Bructeri, Chcrifci, Catici, 
and Sicambn; but the Salli nnd 
Ripuarii or Anfuari, were the 

moil: confiderable j the latter for 

their 
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only fifteen years old i he became the greateft concjueror of'; 
his age, and is juftly ftyled the founder of the French ma-.' 

narchy, . 



their . numbers, the former for 
tlieir riches, nobility, and pow- 
er, fay Martiniere and MefTires 
de Boifpeaux and Sellius,. in 
their Hi ftoire Generate des Pro- 
evinces U fiies (in 3 vol. 4 to 1757). 
Leibnitz derives the name of 
Salians from the river Sala, and 
thinks the Salick laws, fo fa- 
mous among the French, were 
originally eftablifhed by them. F. 
Daniel and M.Gundlirig warm- 
ly contend that they are more 
modern, framed fince the con- 
verfion of the Franks to Chrifti- 
anity. De Boifpreaux and Sel- 
lius will have the laws to be as 
ancient as Leibnitz advances ; 
but acknowledge that the pre- . 
face to them is of Chriltian ori- 
ginal ; perhaps changed, fay they, 
by Clovis after his baptifm.. 

The Franks fettled firft on the 
Baftern banks of the Rhine, but 
foon crofled it; forVopifcus places 
them on both fides of that river. 
The country about the Lower 
Rhine, . from Alface to tjjie Ger- 
jnanick ocean, is the firft that 
was called France ; and afi;er- 
Avard diflinguifhed by the name 

•of Franc 1 a Germanic a, or Vet us. 

Peutinger's map (or the ancieht 
topographical defcription of 
that country, publifhed by Peu- 
tinger of Aufburg, but compofed 
in the latter end of the fourth 
century) places France on the 
right- hand bank or Ealtern-fide 
or the Rhine. The Franks 
chofe their kings by lilting the 
upon a fhield in the army. The 
names of the fir It are Pharar 
*nuncj, Clodipn, Merovreus and 
Childcric. In Mcrova;ua the 
crown became hereditary, and 

. 5*om him the firit race of 
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the French kings is called Me- 
rovingian. F. Daniel will not 
allow the names of thefe four 
kings before Cloyis to belong. to,' 
the hiftory of the French, mo- 
narchy, being perfuaded . that, 
they reigned only in old France, 
beyond the Rhine, and poffefled 
nothing in Gaul, though they 
made frequent excurlions into its 
provinces for plunder. This nor 
velty gave offence to many, and 
is warmly exploded by pu Bos,. 
Dom Maur, Le Gendre, and 
others. For it is evident front 
inconteftable monuments pro- 
duced by Bofquct" and . Others* 
that the Franks from Pharamund 
began to extend their conquetts, 
in L>elgick Gaul, though they 
ibmetimes met with checks. He- 
haiilt obferves, they had acquired, 
a fixed fettlement ajbout the 
Rhine in 287, which was con- 
firmed to them by the emperour 
Julian in 358: that under king - 
Clodion in 445 they became 
mailers of Cambray and the 
neighbouring provinces as far as' 
the river fcomme . in Picardy. 
Their kings feern %-y have made. 
Tournay for fome time their re- 
fidence. At lcaft the tomb of 
Childeric was difcovered at 
Tournay in 16^3, with undoubt- 
ed marks, fome of which are 
depofitcd in the ki tig's library 
at Pari3. See the Sieur Chifllet's 
relation of this curious difcovery, 
and Mabillon*s differtation on 
the ancient burial-places of the 
kings of France. Jt is an idle 
conceit of many painters, with 
Chifilct, to imagine from the 
figures of bees found in this 
monument 'that they were the 

arms 
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narchy. Even wbrlft he was a Pagan* he treated the Chriflians, 
cipecially the bifliops very wejl, fpared the churches, and ho- 
; noured 



arms of France above feven hun- 
dred years before coat-armoury 
was thought of, which was a 
badge of noble' perfonages firfl: 
invented for the fake of dis- 
tinction at the tilts and tournea- 
ments. On the tomb of queen 
Fredegundes in the abbey of St. 
Germain : des - Prez, fio\Ver-de- 
luces, or de-lis, are found ufed 
as ornaments in the crown and 
royal robes ; and the fame occurs 
in fome other ornaments, as we 
•find them fometimes employed 
in the monuments of the firlt 
Englifh Norman kings, &c. See 
JMontfaucon, j^nliqultes de la Me- 
ant c hie Fra?igoi/e, 1\ I . p. 3 1. 

JJut Philip Auguftus was the firlt 
that cook them for, his coat of 
: arms ; and Charles VII. reduced 
their number to three. . Accord- 
ing to Le Gendre, Clodion be* 
gan, to reign over the Franks in 
426,. Merovceus in 446, Chilr 
deric in 450, and his fon Clo 7 
visJ. or the Great, in 481. The 
Komans fometimes entered into 
treaties with them,, and acknow- 
ledged them their allies; The 
king, of the Franks, probably 
.Childeric, with his army joined 
Aetius again ft the Hunns, and 
was a powerful fuccour to him 
in the entire: overthrow which he 
gave to Attila in 481. Clovis 
conquered all Gaul> except' the 
JTouthern provinces, which were 
before fciaed, part by the Bur- 
gundians, and pare by the Goths. 
The Weftern empire was. extin- 
uifhed in. 476, when the city of 
omc and all Italy fell into the 
hands of Odoacer, king of the 
.'jfurcilingi and the Hcruli, who 
jnarched thither out of Pannonia. 




Neverthelefs> Syagnus, fbn of 
the Roman governour ^Egidius 
in Gaul, ftill kept an army on 
foot there, though .without a 
matter, there being no longer 
any Roman cmperour. Clovis. 
who patted the firil five years of 
his reign in peace, marched a~. 
gainft him in 486, defeated him 
in a great battle near SohTons, 
and afterward, in 489, caufed 
his head to be cut off. Extend- 
ing his conqueits, he pottetfed 
himfelf of Tongres in 491, and 
of Rheims in 493, the fame 
year in which he married St. 
Clotildis, After the battle of 
Tolbiac, in 496, he fubdued the 
whole country as far as the 
Rhine; and in 497, the Roman 
army about the Loire, and the 
people of Armorica who were 
become independent, and had 
received new colonics from Bri- 
tain, fubmitted to him. In 507 
he vanquifhed and flew A la rick 
king of the Vifigoths with his 
own hands in a finale combat 
at the head of the two armies 
near Poitiers, and conquered alL 
the provinces that lie between 
the Loire and the Pyrencans 
but bcin^ difcomfitcd by Theo- 
dorick before Aries in 509, he 
left the Vifigoths in pofletfion of 
Septimania, now called Langue- 
doc, and the neighbouring pro- 
vinces ; and theBjurgundians,pof- 
fctted of thofe territories which 
they had feized 100 years before. 
The abbe Dubos (Htftoire critique 
de /' et all if went dc la monarchie 
Francoife darts, /a Ganls, 2 vo?. 
4to.) endeavours to prove that 
the Franks became matters of 
.the greatclt part of Gaul, not aji 

invaders* 
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nourecT holy men, particularly St. Remigius, to whom he 
caufed one of the uefTels of his church, which' a foldier had 
taken away, to ^be returned, and becaufe the man made fome 
demur, flew him with his own hand. St. Clotildis, whom he 
married in 4935 earneftly endeavoured to perfuade him to em- 

v ■ • - brace 



anvaders, but by alliances with 
the Romans. It is certain they 
gained the friendfhip of moil: of 
the old inhabitants, pretending 
they came only to refcue and 
protect them- in their liberties ; 
and their government was more 
mild and defirable than that of 
the Goths or Burgundians, to 
whom theGauIs mull have other - 
wife been left a prey. Neither did 
the Franks extirpr.te the conquer- 
ed Gauls, but mixed with them, 
and even learned their language. 
Nor did they deprive the old 
inhabitants of their private 
eftates, except in fome particu- 
lar cafes ; thefe forfeited eflates 
given to the-Franks were called 
Salick lands, and fubject to the. 
Salick law," by which all con- 
tells about them were to be de- 
termined by a combat of the 
parties and their friends. The 
other eflates enjoyed by the 
Pranks confided of civil bene- 
fices, after the Roman cu (torn, from 
which that word was applied to 
eccJefiaftical livings. Thefe be- 
nefices were governments, lucra- 
tive dignities or eftates conferred 
only for the life of the grantee. 
Under the fecond race of kings 
an France many powerful per- 
fons made thefe benefices here • 
ditary in . their families, in imi- 
tation of the Lombards, from 
whom fiefs and the feudatory 
laws, (things unknown among 
the Romans) were derived. By 
thefe jiefa the kingdoms of Italy, 
■Germany and Fiance were ex- 
tremely weakened ; the kings in 



France began from the twelfth 
century to recover ' fuch aliena- 
tions, and abolifh all petty fo- 
vereignties in their dominions : 
a great project which was not 
entirely completed till within our 
memory- 
Many additions were made 
to the Salick laws by feveral an- 
cient French kings, fo that the 
primitive articles are not to be 
ditfinguifhed. The moft famous 
point is the exclufion of females 
from the fuccelTion to the crown, 
on which fee the learned differ- 
tation of abbe Vertot, upon the 
origin of the Salick law, infert- 
ed in Memohes de V/lcad. de$ 

Infcripts Cif belles Lettres, T. Z. 

The mod curious editions of the 
Salick Law, divided into feveral 
chapters, are that of Fr. Pithou 
at Paris, in i6oz, with a gloffary 
of obfeure terms and Teutonicfc 
words : that of Melchior Goldaft, 
in his Collegia Conflitutionum Im- 
perialitim 9 T. 3. p. 15- at Offen- 
bach, in 16 10. Another beau- 
tiful one at Antwerp in 1649, 
with an excellent gloffary compil- 
ed byGqdfreyWendclin : another 
at Paris, with the notes of the 
great magiftratc Jerom Bignon, 
together with the formularies of 
Ivlarculfus : another by Baluze* , 
with the capitulars of Charle- 
magne, who caufed the Salick 
Law to be revifed : that of 

Eccard, together with the law 
of the Rqmarians ; and laftly 
that in Schitter'a Tbefaurus dn~ 
ti qui latum TwtoniearuM, in 1727. 
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brace the faith of Chrift. .The firft fruit of their marriage was 
a fon, who by the mother's procurement was baptized, arid 
called Ingomer. This child died during the time of his wearing 
the white habit, within the firft Week after his baptifm. Clovis 
harfhly reproached Clotildis, and faid, ic If he had been con- 
" fecrated in the name of my gods, he had not died 3 but hav- 
f 6 ing been baptized in the name of yours, , he could not live." 
The queen anfwered ; " I thank God, who has . thought me 
* c worthy of bearing a child whom: he has called to his king- 
*« dom." She had afterward another fon, whom fhe procured 
'to be baptized, and who was named Chlodomir. He alfo fell 
fick, and theking faid in great anger : cc It could not be other- 
4C wife: he will die prefently in. the fame manner his brother 
* c did, having been baptized in the name of your ChrinV' God 
was pleafed :to put the good queen to this trial; but by her 
prayers this child recovered (5). She never ceafed to exhort 
the king to forfake his idols, and to acknowledge the true God 5 
but he held out a long time againft all her arguments, till on 
the following occafion God was pleafed wonderfully to bring 
him to the confeflian of his holy name, and to diifipate that fear 
of the world which chiefly held him back fo long, he being ap- 
prehenfive left his Pagan fubje£is ihould take umbrage at fuch a 
change. The Suevi and Alemanni in Germany affembled 3 
numerous and valiant army, and under the command of fe^ 
veral kings, pafled the Rhine, hoping to diflodge their country- 
men the Franks, and obtain for themfelves the glorious fpoils 
of the Roman empire in Gaul. Clovis marched to meet them 
near his frontiers, and: one of the fierceft battles recorded la 
hiftory was fought at Tolbiac. Moft modern hiftorians think 
this town to be the prefent Zulpich, fituated in the dutchy of 
juliers, four leagues from Cojogn. But others think that the 
iituation of thefe German nations, the fliortnefs of the march 
of Clovis, and the rout which he took, demonftrate the place 
of this battle to have been fomewhere in Upper Alface (6). la 
this engagement the king had given the command of the in- 
fantry to his coufin Sigebert, fighting himfelf at the head of the 
cavalry. The fhpck of the enemy was fo terrible, that Siger 
bert was in a fhort time carried wounded out of the field, and 
the infantry was entirely routed, and put to flight. Clovis faw 
the whole weight of the battle falling on his cavalry 5 yet flood 
his ground, fighting himfelf like a lion, covered with blood and 

duft 5 

* 

{5) S. Greg. Turon. Hift, 1. 2 . c. 26, 27, 28, 29,. 30. (6) See 
Heirfcheiiius ad 6 Febr. in S. Vedafto, and F. Barrc, Hift. $c Alio- 
jmagne, T. 1 . fub fine. 
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<duft i and encouraging his men to exert their utmoft ftrength, 
he performed with them wonderful exploits of valour. Notwith- 
ftanding thefe efforts, they were at length bore down, and be- 
gan to flee and difperfe themfelves - 9 nor could they be rallied by 
the commands and intreaties of their king, who faw the battle 
lipon which his empire depended, quite defperate. - Clotildis 
had (aid to him in taking leave: " My lord, you are going to 
* c conquefts ; but in order to be victorious, invoke the God of 
<c the Chriftians : he is the fole Lord of the univerfe, and is 
** ftyled the God of armies. If you addrefs yourfelf to him 
tc with confidence, nothing can refift you. Though your ene- 
* 6 mies. were an hundred againft one, you would triumph over 
ec them." The king called to mind thefe her words in his 
prefent extremity, and lifting up his eyes to heaven, faid with 
tears : " O Chrift; whom Clotildis invokes as Son of the living 
* c God, I implore thy fuccour. I have called upon my gods, 
cc and find they have no power. I therefore invoke thee ; I be-* 
* € lieve in thee. Deliver me from my enemies, and I will be 
* c baptized in thy name." No fooner had he made this prayer 
than his fcattered cavalry began to rally about his perfon; the 
battle was renewed with frefti vigour, and the chief king and 
generaliffimo of the . enemy being flain, the whole army threw 
down their arms, and begged for quarter. Clovis granted 
them their lives and liberty upon condition that the country of 
the Suevi in Germany {hould pay him an annual tribute. He 
feems to have alfo fubdued and impofed the fame yoke upon 
the Boioarians or Bavarians ; for his fuccefTours gave that 
people their firft princes or dukes, as F. Daniel {hews at large. 
This miraculous victory was gained in the fifteenth year of his 

feign, of Chrift 496. 

Clovis from that memorable day thought of nothing but of 
preparing himfelf for the holy laver of regeneration. In his return 
from this expedition he pafled by Toul,and there took with him 
St. Vedaft, a holy prieft who led a retired life in that city, 
that he might be inftrudted by him in the faith during his jour- 
ney: fo impatient was he to fulfil his vow of becoming a 
Chriftian, that the leaft wilful delay appeared to him criminal • 
The queen upon this news fent privately to St. Remigius to 
come to her,* and went with him herfelf to meet the king irt 
Champagne. Clovis no fooner faw her, but he cried out to 
her : « Clovis has vanquiftied the Alemanni, and you have 
x< triumphed over Clovis. The bufinefs you have fo much at 
c< heart, is s done: my baptifm can be no longer delayed." 
-The queen anfwered : <c To the God of hofts is the glory of 
K * both thefe triumphs dye." She. encouraged him forthwith 

$0 accomplilb his vow a and prefented to him St, Reoiigius as 

th# 
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the mpft holy bifhop in his dominions. This great prelate con- 
tinued his instruction, and prepared him for baptifm by the 
iifual practices of failing, penance and prayer.- Clovis fuggefted 
to him that he apprehended the people that obeyed him would 
not be willing to forfake their gods, but faid he would fpeak , 
to them according to his instructions. He aflembled the chiefs 
of his nation for this puipofe 5 but they prevented his fpeaking, 
and cried out with a loud voice : cc My Lord, we abandon 
mortal gods, and are ready to follow the immortal God, 
*« whom Remigius teaches. 17 St. Remigius and St. Vedaffc 
therefore inftrutSted and prepared them for baptifm. Many 
bifhops . repaired to Rheims for this folemnity ; which they 
judged proper to perform on Chrifimas-day, rather than to defer 
it till Eafter. , The king fet the reft an example of compunction 
and devotion, laying afide his purple and crown, and covered 
- with afhes imploring night and day the divine mercy. To 
give an external pomp to this facred action, in order to ftrike the 
ienfes of a barbarous people, and imprefs a fenfible awe and 
refpect upon their minds, the good queen took care that the 
Streets from the palace to the great church Should be adorned 
with rich hangings, and that the church and baptiftery fliould 
be lighted up with a great number of perfumed wax tapers, and 

fcented .with exquifite odours. The catechumens marched in 
proceffion, carrying crofTes, and Singing the Litany. St. Re- 
migius conducted the king by the hand, followed by the queen 
and the people. Coming near the facred font, the holy bifhop, 
who had with great application foftened the heart of this proud 
barbarian conqueror into fentimeuts of Chriftian meeknefs and 
humility, faid to him : u Bow down your neck with meeknefs, 
* c great Sicambrian prince : adore what you have hitherto 
<c burnt; and burn what you have hitherto ad ored." Words 
which may be emphatically addrefled to every penitent to ex- 
prefs the change' of his heart and conduct, in renouncing the 
idols of his paflions, and putting on the fpirit of fincerc Chri- 
ftian piety and humility. St. Remigius afterward baptized AI- 
bofleda, the king's fitter, and three thoufand perfons of his 
army, that is, of the Franks, who were yet only a body of 
troops difperfed among the Gauls (7). Albofleda died toon 
sifter, and the king being extremely afllictcd at her lofs, St. 

Remigius . wrote him a letter of confolation, representing to 
him the happinefs of fuch a death in the grace of baptifm, by 
which we ought to believe fhe had received the crown of 
virgins (8). Lantilda, another Sifter of Clovis, who had fallen 

into 

* 

(7) Fleury, 1. 30. «. 46. (8) In App. op. S. Greg. Tur, 

,p- 1336, & apud JMarldt, flift. Eccl, Rhcmctu, 



12. st. r e m X g i u s. oa..*:- 

* ' * - « * — mm t 

into the Arian herefy, was reconciled to the Catholiek faith* 
and received the unction* of the holy chrifm, that is, fays 
Fleury, confirmation ; though fome think it only a rite ufed 
in the reconciliation of certain hereticks. The king after his 
baptifm beftowed many lands oh St. Remigius, who diftributed 
them to feveral churches* as be did the donations 1 of feveral - 
others among the Franks, left they fhould imagine he had at- 
tempted their converfion out of intereft. He gave a. confide- 1 
Table part to St. Mary's church at Laon, where' he' had been* 
brought up > and eftablifhed Qenebald, a nobleman,: fkilled i 11 
profane and divine learning, firft bifhop of that fee. He had 
married a niece of St/ Remigius, but was feparated from her 
to devote hirrifelf to the practices of piety. Such was the ori- 
ginal of the bifhoprick of Laon, which before was part of the . 
diocefs of Rheims. Ciovis built many other churches, con- 
ferred upon them great riches, and by an edict invited all his 
fubjects to embrace the Chriftian faith. St. Avitus, bifcop of 
Vienne, wrote to him a letter of congratulation, upon his: 
baptifm, and exhorts him to fend ambaffadours to the remoteft 
German nations beyond the Rhine, to folicit them to open 
their hearts to the faith. When Glovis was preparing to march 
againft Alarick, in 506, St* Remigius fent him a letter of ad- 
vice how he ought to govern his people fo as to draw down 
upon himfelf the divine bleflings (,9). *? Choofe," faid he, 
C6 wife counfellors, who will be an honour to your retgh* 
€C Refpect the clergy. Be the father and protector of your peo- 
cc pie 3 let it be your ftudy to lighten as much as pofTible all 
<c the burdens which the neceflities of the flate may oblige them 
« to bear : comfort and relieve the poor feed the orphans ; 
<c protect widows ; fufFer no extortion. Let the gate of your 
0 palace be open to all, that every one may have recourfe to 
€C you for juftice : employ your great revenues in redeeming 
<c captives/' &cf (f) Ciovis after his victories over the Vili- 
goths, and the conqueft of Touloufe, their capital in Gaul a 
fent a circular letter to all the biihops in his dominions, in 

which 

I 

1 

(9) Cone. T. 4. p. 1402. 

• (/) Wc have two other let- Du Cange and Ceillier, and was 

tera of St. Remigius extant, known to Hincmar and JFlodoard; 

wrote to fellow bifhops, in all The churches of Rheims,. Laon, 

four, not five, as Baillct miftook . Arras and others enjoy to this 

The Teilament of St. Rcmjgiua, .day the lands which are by it 

even without the interpolations bequeathed to them. St. Re- 

found in fome copies, , is reject- migius gave to , the church of 

ed by Rivet, &c. though it Rhcima a iilver chalice, orna.. 

5s judged genuine byMabillon/ mentcd, 
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which he allowed jthem to giye liberty to any of the captives he 
had taken, but defired them dnly to make ufe^of this privilege 
in favour of perfpns of jyhoii^ they ; Kad feme knowledge (10). . 
Upon, the news qfthefe yI6T:6ries of Clovis over the, Vifigoths, 
* Anaftafius, the . £afterh emperour, to xourt his alliance ^againft 
. the Goths who -had principally concurred to trie' extinction of 
the Weftern empire, ferit him the ornaments, and titles of 
Patrician,, Conful arid Auguftus.; .from which time, he was ha- 
bited in purple, and fly led him felf Auguftus. This -great con- 
queror Invaded Burgundy to compel king GondebalcL to allow 
a dower to' his queen, and . to revenge the murder of her fa- 
ther arid uncle'; but" was fatisfied with the yearly tribute . which 
the tyrant promifed to pay him.,. The- perfidious- A riari. after- 
ward murdered his, third brother: whereupon Clovis again at- 
tacked and yanquifhed him; but, at the in treaty of CJqtildis, 
fuffered him to reign tributary to him, arid allowed his fon 
Sigifmund to afcend the throne after, his death. Un.i3er,.the pro- 
tection of this great monarch St. -Remigius wonderfully propa- 
gated the gofpel of Chrift by the converlionof a great part of the 
^JFrehcti nation ; ,ini wriich work God endowed him Vpith an ex- 
traordinary gift of miracles, as w;e. are allured not only by Hinc- 
*mar, Flodoard and all cither hiftorians who h ay ei mentioned 
liirn, but alfo by other inconreftable monuments and authori- 
ties.. Not to mention his Teftament in which mention is 
mad?, of his miracles, the bifhops , who were affernbled in the 
celebrated conference that . was held at Lyons' agairift. the Arians 
.in his u tirne, .declare they were itirred up to exert their zeal 
Jri, defence, of .th^.patholiclc fajth by the example of' Remigius, 
* c ; 'Who/* ' foy they, ( i i ) 9 ' cc hath every where deftroyed the 
altars of the idols by a multitude of miracles . arid ngns." 
The chief among thefe i prelates were' Stephen, bifhop of Lyons, 
St.. Avitus of Vienne, his. brother Apollinaris of Valence, and 
< Eonius 

(xo) Cone. T, 4t p, 1402. I>u<Chefne, Hifl. Francor. Script; 
T. 1. p. 836. and Append. Op. S. Greg. v Turon. p. 1327. 
(ii } Conc:l\4 % p. 1318. Spicilcg. T. 5; p. no. 

mented with fevcral images, and ''bijefto evtermis quetti fudlt wulntfe 

on it he'eaufed tlirec verfes to Ckriftut* 

be engraVed, which, cxprefs the Remigius reddit Domino fact wofa 

Catholick dodl;rinc N concerning faccrdos. 

the blefTcd Euchariil. , ; - - Hincmar. in <vita Remigii: 

. This chalice was fold in Hinc- 



Hauriat bim ppufoi (vitam dc San- , mar's time for the ranfom of 
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Eonius of Aries. They all went to. wait upon Gondetald,. the 
r Arian king of the Burgundians, who was at Savigny, and iii- 
treated htm to cotnmand his A rl an bifhops to bold a publicfc 
conference with them. When he (hewed much unwillingneis 
they ali proftrated themfelves before him, and wept bitterly* 
The king' was fenfitly affected at the fight, and kindly raifing 
them up, promifed to give them an an fwter foori after. They 
went back to Lyons, "and". king returning thkhef the next 
day, told them their defire wa s granted. It was the eve of St. 
~ Juftus, arid the Catholick biflidps paffed the whole night in the 
church of that faint in' devout prayer : the next day, at the hour 
appointed by the king, they repaired to his palace, and he- 
fore him and many of his fenators entered upon the difpu- 
* tation; St. Avitus fpeaking for the Catholicks, arid one Boni- 
face for the Arians. The latter anfwered only by clamours and 
injurious language, treating the Catholicks as worfhippers of 
•three' Gods. The iffue of a fecond meeting forrie days after was 
the fame With that of . the fir ft -> and many Arians Were con- 
certed.* Gbndebald himfelf Tome time after acknowledged to 
' St. Avitus, that he believed .the Son and the Holy Ghoft to be 
equal to the Father, and defired him to give him privately 
the un&ion of the holy chrifrrt* St.. Avitus fa id to him : 
<c Our Lord declares, Whoever Jhall confefs me before trteri± him 
-« will I confefs before my Father. You are a king, and have" no 
* c perfecution to fear, as the apoftles had. You fear a (edition 
cc arnorig the people, but ought not to cherifh fuch a weaknefe. 
<c God does not love him, who for an earthly kingdom* dares 
cc not confefs him before the world (12 )" The king kne\&r 
not what to anfwer; but never had the courage / f;o ^make'jii 
publick profeifiori of the Catholick faith (gji: St. Rernigius by 
his zealous endeavours promoted the Catholick intereft . in 
Burgundy, and entirely cruflied both idolatry and the Arian 
hcrefy in trie French dominions* In a fynod he converted 1 in 

his 

1 (l 2) S. Greg. Tur> Hift. 1. 2. c. 34: 
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ig) In the Gombette law, 
framed by this Gondebald, king 
of Burgundy, art. 45. the Hri\ 
mention is made of duels, to 
which men were commanded to 
arefcr thofe contefts which they 
refufed to determine by oaths. 
The Lombard laws in Italy au- 
thorized the fame, but only with 

buckler and clubs, cum fujli- 



bus et clypeo: This execrable 
practice became more perni- 
cious when more dangerous 
weapons were, ufed, and it was 
ufurped by private authority ; 
and though it was of barbarous 
extraction, unknown to all civi- 
lized nations moll renowned for 
true valour (as the Jews, Greelcs 

and Romans) and itfelf clicbafefl 

m 
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Iris .old age an Arian bifhop, who came, thither to difpute 
againft him (13J. King Clovis died iri : $x u St. Remigius 
furviyed him. many years, and died in the joint reign of his four 
fons, on the 13th of January, in the year 533, according to 
Dom, Rivet, and in the 94th year of his age^ Having' been bl- 
lhop above Teventy years. The age before the irruption of the 
Franks had been of all others the moft fruitful in great arid 
learned men in Gaul : but ftudies were there at the loweft ebb 
from the time of St. Remigius's death till they were revived in 
the reigii of Charlemagne (14). The body of .this holy arch- 
bifl*op was buried in St. Chriftopher's church at Rheims, and 
found incorrupt when is was taken up by archbifhop Hincmar 
in 852. Pope Leo IX. during a council which he held at 
Rheims in 1049, tranflated it into the church of the Benedictine 
abbey, which bears his name in that city, on the firft of Octo- 
ber, on which day he appointed his feftival to be celebrated. 
In 1646, this faint's body was again vifited by the archbiftibp 
with, many honourable witnefles, and found incorrupt -and 
Whole in .all its parts 5 but the fkin was dried, and ftuckto 
the winding-fheet, as it was defcribed by Hincmar above eight 
hundred years before, it is now, above twelve hundred years 
fince his death. 

Care, watchings and labours were fweet to this good paftor, 
for the fake of fouls redeemed by the blood of Jefus. Know- 
ing what pains our Redeemer took, and how much he fuffered 
for-jfinnbrjS, dialing the whole courfe of his mortal life, > and how 
tenderly^his cUvine heart is ever open to them, this faithful mi- 
Jiiffcr was* never weary in preaching,, exhorting, mourning and 
praying for thofe that were committee} to his charge. In imita- 
tion of the good fljepherd and prince of paftors, he was always 
ready to lay down his life for their fafety : he bore them all hi 
his heart, and watched over them, always trembling left any 
among them (hould perifh, efpecially through ..h}s.negle£t;< for 
he confidered with what indefatigable rage- the wolf "watched 
.continually to devour them. As all human endeavours aretoa 

weak 
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(13) Cone. T. 4. p. 1572. from Hincmar , and Flbdoard, c, x6» 
{14) See Hift. Liter, de la JFr. T. 1/2,3. 
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as well as /the moJft horrible and rage, and a point of honour; 

unnatural crime, it has beeri efpecially fince the challenge 

able,' by rpaxims equally fhoclc- fent by Francis I. of France to 

Ing to reafon and religion, to the cmperoiu* Charles V. whom 

pais, by, a falfe proftitmion of he could no longer face with an 

itJtofe names!, for a tcft of cow- arrriy, as Spclnian takes notice;'- 



■ 

% 



\ 



t5 ... St, dtidflLbt S, ^ Queen; ' dft^ri. 

tveak to difcover the wiles,, and jepulfe the affaults of : the "ene- 
iny, without • the divine light and _ flrerigth^ this fuccour' he 
ftudied to obtain byjjumble; fupplications, i^nd.Whfb'h he : toas. 
not taken up in^ External fervice for 'his flock, he fecretly , poured 

forth his foul fin ^ devout prayer' before God fbi hiinfelf arid 

them.' ' • * »*« . . . . ■ ' r/ 

'.- ; : ' ■ Oh ihe fime Da/. ' ■• ■ ' 1 •' ; 

. - ...... , : -j . • , • * i - 

St.'. Clotildis', or Clotilda, queen of France. She was 
daughter of Chilperic, 1 younger brother to Gondebaldv the ty- 
rannical king of Burgundy, who put him, his wife and - the reft of 
his brothers except one, to death, in Order; to ufurp their domim> 
ons. In this maiTacre he {pared : Chilperic* s two fair .daughters, 
then in their infancy. One of them became afterward a. nun ^ the 
Other named Clotildis was brought up in her. uncle's court, and' by 
a lingular providence, was inftru&ed in the catholick religion, 
though lhe was educated in the niidft of Arians, It : w as" her' hap- 
piriefs in the true faith to be- infpired from the cradle with a'con-» 
tempt .and; difgufr,' of a treacherous^ world, which fentitriehts -me t 
cherifhed and improved by the 1 moil 'fervent exercifes ; of religion. 
tThough : fhe faw herfelf furrounded With all the charms of the 
world, and from her infancy its idol, yet her heart was proof a;- 
gainft'.its'feduciibns: ' She. was\adorned, with the affemblage of all 
virtues, and the^reputatiori pfj her ,w it,, beauty, meeknefs, modefly 
and piety made her . the ;admiration; pf, all the neighbouring king- 
doms, when tClp.vis I. furnamed /.ibe ^GrcaU- the victorious king of 
the Franks («), demande4 and obtained her of her. untie in mar- 
riage, granting her all the conditions me could defire : fOr -the fteb 
and.fecure exercife of her reTigiotf (r )'. 1 r Tfle marriage was folem- 
nifed at' Spiflbns in 49^ Clotildis made herfelf a little oratory, in 
the royal palace; in which fhe flpent 1 much : time in fervent prayer, 
and fecret mpi'tincatidhs; Her devotion was tempered with dis- 
cretion, fo that lhe attended all her bufmefs at court, was watchful 
over her maids; and did every, thin^; with a dignity, order,; and piety 
which edified and jcharmed the king and his, whole court. Her 
charity to. the poor feemed a fea* which .could never lie draincd. 

* one 

s 

(1) See.on this at length Du Bos, Hift. de V etabMment de la 

^ ( Monarchic Frahcoife; Tm'h ^ 

' • * 1 

{a) Clovis began his reign in from the time that Julian the 

481,. being fcarcc fifteen years Apoltate re fid ed there when he 

of .age. After the defeat of $y- commanded in Gaul,' and except 

agrius he fixed his refjdence^ac under the l.aft Merovingian and 

' SouTons, in 486;. tic afterward molt, of the Cailovipian kings, 

made Paris the capital' of his has been the capital of France 

monarchy, in 508. That city cycr fincc the time of Clpvis. 
,;firfi; began to be confuicrablc 
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She honoured her royal hufband, it u died to Sweeten iifs warlike 
temper by christian meeknefs, conformed herfelf to his humour 
in things that were- indifferent' $ and, the better to gain his affections, 
made thofe things the fubjecT: of her difcourfe and praifes in which 
fhe faw him to take the greateft delight When fhe faw herfelf 
miftrefs of his heart, fhe did- not defer the great work of endea- 
vouring to win him to God, and often fpoke to- him on the vani- 
ty of his idols, and on the excellency of the true religion. The> 
king always heard her with pleafure ; but the moment of his con- 
verfion was not yet come. It was fir it to cpft her many tears, fe- 
vere trials, and earneft perfevd ranee. After the bapcifm of their 
fecond^fon Clodomir, and the infant's recovery from a dangerous 
indifp6fition, fhe preffed the king more boldly to renounce his idols. 
One day efpecialiy when he -had given her great aflurances of hia 
affection,: and. augmented her dowry by a- gift of feveral manors s 
fhe faid fhe begged only one favour of his majefty, which was the 
liberty to difcourfe with him on the fanclity of her religion, and 
to put ; him in mind of his promife of forfaking the worfhrp of 
idols. . But the fear of giving ofFe nee to his people made him delay 
die execution. His miraculous victory over the Alemanni ib) and 
his en tire con verfion in 496, were at length the fruit of our faint's 
prayers. : .. 

Clotildis having gained to God this great monarch never ceafed 
to excite him to glorious actions for the divine honour: among 
other religious foundations he built in Paris, at her requeft, about 
the year 51 1, the great church of SS. Peter and f aul, now-called. 
St. Genevieve's {c). This great prince had a fingular devotion to 

Vol; JV. • "» ' C ■ St. 

... . 

{b) The . name of Alemanni, an abbot, chofen out of the afr- 

from rfllerJcy~mann, fignifies all bey of St. Vitf or. The emi- 

fbrts of men, and was given to nently pious cardinal de la 

a people among the Suevi, who Rochefoucaut, was nominated 

inhabited, the country between ^bbot by the king in ,1619, anc * 

the Danube, the Upper-Rhine by him an excellent reformation 

and the Mein, about the dutchy was ertablifhed in this abbey in 

of Wirtemberg. See Marti- 1624, under an abbot who ia 

niere and Grace's additions to chofen for three years, and ge* 

PufFendorPs Modern Hiftory. . neral of a numerous Congrega- 

T. 8. • ' tion ; for many other houfea 

(c) When the Normans plun- adopted this reform, fo that tha 

dered the fuburbs of Paris in Congregation of the Regular 

546, this church wa9 twice pilla- Canons of St. Genevieve is now 



ged by them ; from which time very numerous in France, 

the fecular canons who ferved it and comprifes in that kingdom 

became very remifs. Pope fiu- fixty-feven abbeys, twenty-eight 

fenius III. in the reign of Lewis conventual priories, two pro- 
r jr. coming to Paris, in 114S, vollfhips, and three hofpitals. ; 
converted this church into an and in the J .ow-Countriea three 
abbey of Regular Canons, plac- abbeys, and three priories, be- 
ing there eleven canons under fides a confiderable number of 

curacies,; 



i-8 St. C, LOT I L D I S, Queen. 0£L *; 

St. Martin, and went fometimes to. Tours to proftrate himfelf in 
prayer at his tomb.. He fent hisroyaj diadem, which is called to this 
day The Realm,- a.prefent ; to pope-Horrnifdas, as .a, token that hd 
. dedicated his kingdom to God. His barbarous education and..mar- 
tial' temper made it, in certain Tallies of his paffions, difficult forClo> 
tjldis to bridle his inclination to ambition and cruelty, fo that he 
fcarce left any, princes of his; own relations living, except his fons (</). 
He died on the. twenty rfevcnth of November, iathely ear 51 1,. of 
his age the forty-fifth, .having reigned thirty years. He was buried 
in the church of the apoftles SS. Peter and Paul, now called St. 
^jenevieve's, where; his tomb flill remains. An ancient long epi- 
taph which was'jinfcribed on it, is preferved by Aimoinus, and co- 
pied' by Rivet., His eldeft fon Theodorick, whom 1 he had by a 
<concubine before his, marriage, reigned at Rheims over Auftrafia, 
•or the Eaftern parts of France, which comprifed the prefent Cham- 
pagne, Lorrain, Auvergne, and fcveral provinces of -Germany. 
Metz was aftervyard .'the capital .of this country. As to the. three fons 
•of Clotildis, Clodomir reigned at : Orleans, Chilaebert at; Paris; and 
Clotaire I. at SoifTons. This divifion produced . wars ■: and! mutual 
jealoufies, till, in 560, the whole monarchy was reunited under 
^Clotaire, the youngeft of thefe brothers. S.t.; Clotildis .lived to fe« 
Clodomir defeat and put . to death Sigifmund, king of Burgundy ^ 
but foon after, in 524, himfelf variquiflied and flain : by : Gondeniar, 
iuccefTour. to Sigifmund ; Gondemar overcome and killed • by Ghilde- 
i>ert and Clotaire, . and the kingdom of; Burgundy: united to France. 
The moft fenfible afBi&ion of this .pious queen was the murder of 
the two eldeft fons of Ciodornir, Committed; in. 526, by their uncles- 
Childebert and Clotaire, who feized oh the kingdom of Orleans* 
% This tragical difafter contributed more perfectly to wean her heart 
•from .the world. She fpent; the- remaining part "of hen life at'Doura 
.near the tomb of, St, Martin in exerciies of prayer, alrhfdeeds^ 
watching,' falling, and penance, feeming totally to forget that Ihe? 
had been queen,, or that her/ons fat. on. the throne; . : Eternity ; filled- 
her heart, , and employed all her thoughts. She foretold; her death' 

. ■ . "/ .•• thirty 



r « 



curacies. When the fhrine. of' 
St. Genevieve is carried in pro- 
flion on extraordinary publick 
©ccafions, the abbot walks on 
the righthand of the archbi- 
Ihop, and the canons of the ca- 
thedral. He alfo gives his be- 
nediction in the itreets as the 
archbifhop does. See'Helyot. 

(<■/) Clovis flevy his coufin vSigc- 
bert who reigned at Cologn, 
Canarie, * king of the Morini, 
Kanacar, who reigned at Cam - 
Way, and Renoiacr, king; of 



Mans, and poflcfled. hijxifelf of 
all their territories. His name: 
was the fame with Louis ; for 
the French anciently added a C 
to 'fuch names of their kings, aa 
in Clotaire for Lotajre. The' 
two kings of this name of the .firlt 
race are not brought into the num- 
ber of the Louis or Levvifes, the , 
Dcbonnaire being called Lewis I. J 
Moil hillorians follow thV 
fame rule as to our Edward* 

that reigned before the. Norman' 

conqucit. 
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thirty days before it happened, having been admonifhed of it by 
God at the tomb of St. Martin, the tifual 'place of her tears. In 
her-laft illriefs ilie fent for her ions Childe'b'ertj king of Paris, and 
Clotaire, king of SoifTons, and exhorted them in the molt pa- 
thetick .manner to honour God, and keep' his commandments ; to 
protect the poor, reign as fathers to their people, Jive in union to- 
gether, and Jove and ftiady -always to maintain tranquillity and 
peace. She fcarce ever ceafed repeating the pfa'lms with the moft 
tender devotion, and ordered all lhe had left to be diftributed ;«mong 
the poor j ; though this was very little ; for me had always been ■ 
careful to,. fend her -riches before her by their hands. On the 30th 
day. of. her illnefs fhe received the iacramen'ts, made' a publick 
confemon of her faith, and/ departed to the Lord, on the 3d of 
June, in 545. She was buried, by her own "order, in the church 
of. St. Genevieve, at the feet of that holy fhepherdefs, and is com- •' 
memorated in the Roman martyrology on the 3d of June — See St. 
Gregory of Tours HiJ}. Franc: and Fortunatus ; and among the 
moderns, abbe Dubds and Gilb.' le Geridre, Antiquites de la 

tion & .Monavchie Franr.oifei &c. ■ « • 

.St. Bavo, -Anchoret, patron of Ghent. This great model of pe- 
nance was a nobleman; -and native of that' part of Brabant called 
Hajfbain, at prefent comprifed in the territory of Liege. After hav- 
ing led a very irregular life, and being left a widower by the ' 
death of his wife, he was moved to a fincere converfion to God 

bya fermon which he heard St. Amand preach. The apoftolical 
man had no fooner flnifhed his difcourfe, but Bavo followed him, 
and threw himfelf as his feet, bathed in a flood of tears. Sobs 
exprefTed the forro'w and emotions of his heart' more eloquently 
than any . words could' have done, and it was fome time before his 
voice was. able to break through his fighs. When he hadfome- 
what recovered himfelf he- confeffed himfelf the bafeft and .moft 
ungrateful of all finners^and 1 ' earneftly begged to' be directed in the 
paths.of true penance and falvation. The holy paftor, who faw in 
his unfeigned tears the fincerity of his- compunction, was far from, 
flattering him in the beginning of his work/ by which his penance 
Would 'have remained imperfect; and whilft he encouraged him 
by the con fid era t ion of the bounJIefs mercy of God, he let before 
his eyes the necefllty of appealing the divine indignation by a 
courfe of penance proportioned to the enormity of his offences, 
and'of applying powerful remedies to the deep wounds of- his foul, 
that his' inveterate diftcmpcrs might be radically cured, his vicious 
inclinations -perfectly corrected and reformed, and his heart become 
a. new creature. • IVy th'cie jnilruclions Bavo was more and more 
penetrated with the molt fincere fentiinentn of compunclion, made 
his confeflion, and entered upon n comic of canonical pjnance [rt), 
G6ihg home' he dillributcd all his moveables and money among t'u: 

C 2 poor, 

{a) PofI ftxnitf tithe' confirffionem annh tribtts pra-to; 40 durum ttfyli* . 

mntiam, Sec, See the original author <*f his lite. 
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poor, and having fettled his affairs, retired to the monastery at 
Ghent, where he received the tonfure at the hands of St. Ana and, 
and was animated by his inftructions to advance daily in the fervour 
of his penance, and in the practice of all virtues. " It is a kind 1 
*' of apoftacy," faid that prudent director to him, " for a foul 
" which has had the happinefs to fee the nothingnefs of this : 
* e world, and the depth of her fpiruual miferies, not to raife herfelf 
** daily m re and more above them, and to make continually ap- 
*' proaches nearer to God." . Bavo confidered that* felf-denial and 
penance are the means by which a penitent mull punifh fin in him- 
felf, and are alfo one part of the remedy by which he inuft heal 
his per verfe inclinations, and carnal paflions. He therefore feemed 
to fet no bounds to the ardour with which he laboured to confum- 
roate the facrifice of his penance by the baptifm of his tears, the 
compunction and humiliation of his heart, the mortification of his 
will, and the rigour of his aufterities. To fatify his devotion, Str 
Amand after fome time gave him leave to lead an eremitical life. 
He firlt chofe for his abode a hollow trunk of a large tree ; but. af- 
terward built himfrlf a cell in the foreft of Maimed un near Ghent, 
where wild herbs and water were his chief fubfiftence. He returned 
to the monaftery of St. Peter at Ghent, where St. Amand had ap- 
pointed St. Floribert the iirft abbot over a community of clerks, 
fays the original author of our faint's life- With the approbation 
of St. Floribert Bavo built himlelf a new cell in another neighbour- 
ing wood, where he lived a reclufe, intent only on invifible goods* 
in an entire oblivion of creatures, tie died on the lft of October, 
sibout the year 653, according to Mabillon, but according toHenf- 
chenius (1)657. The example of his eonver/ion moved 60 gen- 
tlemen to devote themfelves to an auftere penitential life. By them 
*he church of St. Bavo was founded at Ghent, ferved firft by a 
-college of canons, but afterward changed into a monaftery of the 
holy Order of St. Benedict. It was again reduced to its primitive 
4late, being fecularized by pope Paul HI. in 1537, at the requeifc 
<of the emperour Charles V. who building a citadel in that pare, 
/three years after transferred the canons to St. John's, which from? 
that time polTe/Tes the relickf, and bears the name of St. Bavo* 
When the bifhoprick of Ghent was erected by Paul IV". in 1559* 
pt the petition of king Philip IT. this church was made the cathe- 
dral. Cornelius Janfenius, author of a learned Concordance or Har- 
jnony of the Goipcls, and other works, was nominated the firft 
billiop. He is not to be confounded with the famous Cornelius 
Janfenius, bifhop of lores. An arm of St. Bavo is kept in a fil- 
ver cafe at Haerlem, of which church he is the titular faint and pa- 
tron, in the fame manner as at Ghent. See the life of St. Bavo, 
written in the eighth century, publilhed by Mabillon, $<rc* Ben. ii. 
Another compiled by Theodorick, abbot of St. Tron's, in the. 
twelfth century, is extant in Sunus, but not of equal authority. 

See 

* 

(1) Henfchcr.inq in Comment pramo ad vitara S. Araandi, 11.93* 
ad diem 6 Fcbr. * 
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See alfothe hiflory of many miracles wrought by his relicks in three 
books. Among the moderns, Le Cointe, ad an. 649. Pagi, m X}ritica 

in Annul* Baron ad an. 631. n. I $ .Baiat/za /acra, p. 27. 

St. Piat, Apoftle of Tournay, M. St. Piat orPiaton, a zealous 
pried, came from foreign parts to preach, the gofpel in Gaul, pro- 
bably about the fame time with St. Dionyfius of Paris and his com- 
panions. Penetrating as far as Belgick Gaul, he converted to the 
faith the country about Tournay, and was crowned with martyr- 
dom, as it feems, under the cruel governour Riftius Varus, about the 
beginning of the reign of Maximian Herculeus. His body was 
pierced by the perfecutors with many huge nails, fuch as were ufed 
in joining beams or rafters, and are defer ibed by Galloni and Ma- 
machi among the iqftruments of torture Tiled by the Romans. This 
martyr's body was difcovered in the feventh century at Seclin, by 
£t. Eligius of Noyon, as St. Owen relates in his life of St. Eligius. 
It is enfhrined in the collegiate church which bears his name ac 
Seclin, a village between Lille and Tournay, and he is honoured 
as the apoftle and patron of that country. The body of St, Eu- 
bertus or Eugenius, his companion and fellow-martyr, is kept in 
$he great collegiate church of St. Peter at Lille, which was founded 
and richly endowed by Baldwin of Lille, earl of Flanders, in.- 10.66. 
—See Tillemont, T. 4. Molanus, in Calend* Flandr, 

St. Wasnulf, or Wasnon, patron of Conde, C. The Scots 
not content to plant the faith in the ifles of Orkney, in the He- 
brides or their Weftern illands, and in other neighbouring places 
travelled alfo into remote kingdoms, to carry, thither the light 
of the gofpel. Thence came St. Manfuetus, the iirft. bifhop of Toui 
in Lorrain, St. Rumwold, patron of Mechlin, St. Colman, M. 
&c. Several Scotifh monafteries were founded in Germany by emi- 
nent monks who came from that country, as at Vienna in Auflria, 
at Strafburg, Eichftade, Nuremberg, Conftance, Wurtsburg, Er- 
i'urd, two at Cologn, and two at Ratisboa. Out of thefe only 
three remain at prefent b the hands of Scotifh. Benedictine monks, 
thofe at Erfurd and Wurtzburg, and that of St. James at Ratisbon. 
Jn the feventh century St, Vincent, count of Haynauk, invited 
many holy monks from Ireland and Scotland, then feminaries of 
faints, into the Netherlands. Among thefe St. Wafnulf was the 
moft renowned. He was a Scotifh prieil and preacher (fome mo- 
derns fay a bifhop) and jfinifhed his courfe about the year 651, 
at Conde, where his body ftill repofes in a collegiate church en- 
dowed with twenty-four canonries. In his apoftolical labours he illus- 
trated that country with miracles, fays Baldcricus (in cbvon. Carrier. 
J. 2. r 42.) See Molanus, in Naf. Sautf. Bdgii> 1 Odt. 
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On the First Sunday of OCTOBER 



* 



The Festival of the ROSARY. 



* # * 

r Tp HIS fefHval (#) was inftituted to implore the divine mercy 
in favour -of the church and of all the faithful, and to 
thank the " Almighty for the protection he has ' afforded 
thenij and for the innumerable benefits he has conferred upon 
them, particularly for his having delivered Chriftendom from 
the arms of the Infidels by the miraculous viclory of Lepanto 
in 1571 (1), through the patronage and interceflion of the 
Mother of God, implored with extraordinary fervour in the 

devotion 

E(i) See the life of St. Pins V. vol- h\ p. 290. 

ilac Hiftory, from Sozomen, &c. 
See Benedict XIV. (De Canonist. 
part. 2. c. 10. n. n.) Thofe 



(a) In thankfgiving for the 
great victory gained at Lepanto, 
on the 7th of October, the flirt 
Sunday of the month, in 1 5 7 r , 
St. Pius V. inftituted an .annual 
commemoration under the tide 
of St. Mary de Viclorid. Gre- 
goryXIII. in x 57 3, changed this 
title into that of the Rofary, and 
granted an office of th<j fame to 
all churches, in which there was 
an altar bearing the title of our 
Lady of the Rofary. Clement X- 
extended this feftival to all 
churches fubjecl to the Spanifh 
monarchy. The army of the 
cmperour Charles VI. having de- 
feated the Turks near Temef- 
vvar on tLe fealt of our Lady 
ad Nives in 171 6, and thofe in- 
fidels having raifed the fiuge of 
Corey va the fame year on the 
octave of the Aflumption, Cle- 
ment XII. made the OiTice of 
this fefiival general. 

As for the ufo of beads-, the 
ancient anchorets and others fre- 
quently counted the number of 
their prayers by little Hones* 
grains, or other fuch marks; 

as is clear from Palladium's Lau- 



who could neither read nor re- 

1 t 

cite the Pfalter by heart, fup^ 
plied this by a frequent repeti- 
tion of the Lord's Prayer j and 
thus many illiterate perfons per- 
formed, at all the canonical 
hours of prayer, regular devd- 
tions, correfponding to, thofe of 
the Pfalter recited by the clergy 
and many others. Wheri the 
number of Our Fathers was told 
by fluds f alleged on the belts 
which people then wore, thefe 
prayers were' reckoned by fo 
many belts, .Sec the council of 
Cealchyth in 816 [Cone. T. 7, 
p. 1489). The ordinary ufe of 
the ano;clical falutation in this 
manner was not fo ancient. (See 
Mabillon Sore. Ben. v. n.' 127, 
Theophilus Raynaudi, T. 7. 

in Dypticis Mariatus, p. 231). 

Erimannus, in the 12th age, 
mentions a lady who recited 
every Day fixty angelical faluta- 
tions (/. de rtflaut at. 6\ Martini 
c l'ornnc. op. Dac/j/r. Spici/rg. T. 12. 

p. 414.) B. Alanus de Rupct 

reconv 
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The Feftival of the Rosary. 
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devotion of the Rofary. To the fame means pope Clement Xf. 
acknowledged the church to be indebted for, the wonderful vic- 
tory which prince Eugene of Savoy obtained over the Turks 
near Belgrade in 1716. Upon, which account his Holinefs 
caufed one of the five ftandards which were taken from, the in- 
fidels* and which was fent him by the emperour/ to be hung 
up in the Dominicans church of the Rofary in Rome. At that 
time the infidels, with an army cf two hundred thoufand men, 
held the Chriftian army as it were befleged near Belgrade, and 
had a garrifon of twenty thoufand men in thai ftrong city, then 
the bulwark of their empire. The ifle of Corfu was alfo be- 
leagured by an army of forty thoufand of the fame infidels* 

C 4 The 



recommends the Hail Mary, and 
calls ic an ancient devotion. See 
Trithemius, de Script. & Sixtus 
Sinenf BibL Sana. V. Alarms, 
$c Benedict XIV. de Canonic. 1. 4. 
part 2. c. 10. n. 1 1 . 
. St. Albert of Crefpin, and Pe- 
ter the Hermit are mentioned 
long before St. Dominick, to 
have ^ taught thofe among the 
laity who could not read, the 
Pfalter, to fay a certain number 
.of Our Fathers and Hail Marys 
in lieu of each canonical hour 
of the church ofiice. J5ut the 
method of reciting fifteen decads 
or tens of the angelical falu- 
tation, with one Our Father be- 
fore each decad,. . in honour, of 
the principal mylteries of the In- 
carnation, including tw«§> pecu-t 
liar to the Bleflfed Virgin, is . 
a {bribed to Sr. Dominick. # The 
BoJlandiUs difpu;e problemati- 
cally whether this faint infti tuted, 
or only propagated the practice 
of the Rofary, in order to re- 
florc the aJTiduous ufe of prayer, 
and to ftir up the devotion of the 
people to the myftery of the In- 
carnation, which was then im- 
pioufly blafphcrncd in Languedoc 
by the Albigenfcs and other he- 
re ticks, But that St. Dominick 
was the firll initituter of this de- 
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votion, called the Rofary, is af- 
firmed by fcveral popes in a 
great number of bulls and briefs, 
and is proved by the conftant tra- 
dition of that Order; and by feve- 
ral other convincing proofs pro- 
duced by F. Echard {BibL Script.- 

Ord. Pratdic. T. I. p. 352. T. 2. 

p. zyi.) See alfo iVIalvenda' 

(AnnaL Ord. Prtedic.) JuiHnui 

Miecovienfis (De Lit amis B. Ah 
Virg.) Monelia {Dijl de Origin 
Ro/arii.Romze. Ann. .1725) and 
principally Benedict XIV. (De 

Fejio Rofarii, L 2. C. 10. Op. 

T. 12. p. 523.) who never the- 
lefs obferves that the works of 
Luminofi of Apofa, AuR'm A- 
nelli, and Galvini Bragia, are 
certainly adulterated, though 
Touron lays great flrefs upon 
thci r tell i m o n i c s ( Fie dc S. Dom it*, 
c. 14.) mi fled by the authority 
of the author of a difiertation on 
this fubject printed at Ferrara in 
I 73 under the title of Vindiciat 

by Alex. Machiar. It is a juft: 
remark of Spinel li (A de Maria 
Deipara, c. 39. n 5 ) that this 
repetition of 1 <jo angelical falura- 
tations was in Hi tu ted by St. Do*- 
miuiclc, in imitation of the r 50 
Pfalms: on which account the 
.Rofary has been often called tliuj 

Pfalter of the Bldied Virgin- 
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'the victory of the Chriftians was followed by the taking of 
Belgrade, and the deliverance of .Corfu, and alfp the .prefervatior* 
bf all Germany anil Italy which were next threatened. 

The Rofary is a practice of .devotion, in which, by fifteen, 
• Our Fathers, and one hundred and. fifty Hail Marys, the faith- 
ful are taught to honour our divine Redeemer in the fifteen 
principal myfteries of his facred life,/ and of his holy Mo- 
ther. It is therefore an abridgment of the gofpel, a hiftory,of 
the lrfe, fufferings, and triumphant victory of Jefus Chri.fr, 
and an expofition of what he did in the flefli, which he alTumed 
for our fa I vat ion. It ought certainly to be the principal object of 
the devotion of every Chriftian always to bear in mind thefe. 
holy myfteries, to return to God a perpetual homage of 
love, praife, and thankfgiving for them, to implore his mercy 
through them, to make them the fubject of his afliduous me- 
ditation, and to mould his affections, regulate his life, and form 
his fpirit by the holy impreffions which they make on his 
foul. The Rofary (2) is a method of doing this, moft eafy 
In. itfelf, and adapted to the floweft or meaneft capacity ; and 
lat the fame time moft fublime and faithful in the exercife of. 
all the higheft acts of prayer, contemplation, and all interiour 
virtues. Thefe are admirably comprifed in the divine prayer 
which our Lord himfelf vouchsafed to teach us, which pious 
perfons who penetrate the fpirit of each word in thofe holy 
petitions, can never be weary in repeating, but muft recite every 
time with new fervour, and with more ardent fentiments of 
Jove and piety. To obtain mercy and all graces, no prayer . 
certainly can be offered to God more efficacious or pleafing 
than that which was enditcd, and is put into our hearts and 
mouths by his divine Son, our bleffed Redeemer himfelf. Nei- 
ther can any acts of humility, compunction, love, or praife 
be thought of more fublime. All other good prayers are but 
paraphrafcs or expofitions of this. It is more efpecially agree- 
able and honourable to God, and beneficial to us, when it is 
offered in honour of the moft holy myfteries of our redemp- 
tion, to pay the homage of our love and thankfgiving for them, 
and to implore God's tender mercy, love, and companion by 
the 4ame. To honour explicitly each my fiery, fome exprefs 
it in the prayer, as adding to the name Jefus in the Hail Mary % 
who was born, crucified? &c. for us ; but this is better done 
J>y reprcfenting to God in our minds the myfteries implied in 
thofe words. Thus in repeating Our Father? 8zc. we bear in 
mind, by whofe decree his eternal Son was bona in a ftable, or 
fwcat blood in his agony, &c. : at, Hqllovocd be thy name > wq 

add 

ta) Sec the- Life of St. Dominick, vol. iii. 
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add in thought, particular]/ for his Son's nativity, cruci-r 
fixion, &c: * 

. The Angelical Salutation is often repeated in the Rofary, 
becaufe as ' it contains a form of praife for the Incarnation, 
it beft fuits a devotion instituted to honour the principal 
parts of that great myftery. Though it be addrefled to the 
Mother of God, with an invocation of her intercefiion, it 
is chiefly a praife and thankfgiving to the Son, for the di- 
vine mercy in each part of that wonderful myftery. The 
Holy Ghoft is the principal author of this- holy prayer, which 
the archangel Gabriel, the ambaffadour of the blefled Trinity 
in the moft wonderful of all myfteries, began j St. Elifabeth, 
another organ of the Holy Ghoft, continued, and the church 
finifhed. The "firft and fecond part confift of the facred praifes 
which were , beftowed on the Blefled Virgin by the archangel 
Gabriel (3), and by St. Elifabeth infpired by the Holy Ghoft[(4>. 
The laft part was added by the church, and contains a petition 
of her interceflion, ftyling her Mother of God with the ge- 
neral council of Ephefus againft the blafphemics of Neftorius. 

We add to the angel's falutation the name of this holy 
Virgin, this being a name of veneration and fweetnefs to every 
devout Chriftian. The word Miriam or Mary is expounded by 
St. Jerom, from different etymologies, to fignify, in Hebrew, a 
Star of the fea, or Bitter fea, and inChaldaick,Zt?^(5). Both the 
mmes Lady and Sea-ftar admirably agree to her who is the glorious 
queen of heaven, and our ftar and patronefe in the ftormy fea of 
this world. Other Hebrew women had borne this name, as the 
fitter of Mofes: but in them it was only a fhadow : in the 
Mother of God it exprefled the fublime dignity of her facred 
perfon. We are not to pafs over as infignificant thofe words 
of the evangelift, And the name of the virgin was Mary (6). 
For her very name is not without a myftery, and ought to» 
be to us moft amiable, fweet and awful. €< Of fuch virtue arid 
<c excellency is this name, that the heavens exult, the earth 
rejoices, and the angel.s found forth hymns of praife when 
Mary is named," fays St. Bernard (7). That devout clionfc 1 
of Mary and holy father obferves (8), that flie is truly the ftar 
which arofe from Jacob, and which being placed above this 
wide tempeftuous fea, fhines forth by the merits and example of 
her life. «< O you," goes on that devout father, " who find 
* c yourfelf tofled in the tcmpefts of this world, turn not you* 1 

(3) Luke i. 28. (4.) Luke i. 42. (5) S. Ilieron. I: da 

Noinin. Hebraic. ed-Bcn. T. 2. p. 62. . (6} Luke i. (7) Horn, i* 
fupcr Miffus ejl. (8) Ibid. 
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eyes from the brightnefs of this flar, if ye would not be 
overwhelmed by ftorms. If the winds of temptations 
rife ; if you fall among the rocks of tribulations 5 look up 
at the ftar, call on Mary. If you are toiled by the waves 
of pride, ambition, detraction, jealoufy, or envy, look up 
at. the ftar, call on Mary. If anger, covetoufn efs, or lu ft 
beat on the veffel of your foul, look, up on Mary, If you 
* c begin to fink in the gulph of melancholy and -defpair, think 
*< on Mary. In dangers, in diftrefles, in perplexities, think 
on Mary, call on Mdryi let her not depart from your 
cc mouth ; let her not depart from your, hearts, and that 
" you may obtain the fuffrage of her prayers, never depart 
*< from the example of her converfation. Whilft you follow 
< c her, you never go aftray ; whilft you implore her aid, you 
cc never fink in defpair 5 when you think on her, you never 
" wander 5 under her patronage you never fall ; under her pro- 
tection you need not fear ; ftie being your guide, you are 
«? not wearied." Such are . the fentiments of confidence, de- 
votion, and refpect with which the name of Mary ought al* .. 
ways to infpire us* Out of veneration it. has been fometimes 
an eftablifhed cuftom in certain places that no women ftiould 
take the name of Mary. When Alphofus VI. king of Caftile 
was about taking a young Moor to wife, he made it a condition* 
that Ihe fhpuld not, at her baptifm, take that name. Among 
the articles of marriage Itipulated -between Mary of Ne- 
vers, and Uladiflas, king of Poland, one was, that laying 
afide the name of Mary, Ihe fhould be called Aloyfia. From 
the time that Cafimir I. king of Poland, upon marrying Mary, 
daughter of the duke of Rufila, obliged her to change that name, 
it. became a cuftom in Poland that no woman fkould bear the 
name of Mary (9) : though this is now changed, and on the 
other hand, many adopt it with humility out of devotion ta 
this powerful advocate and patronefs. Next to this holy name, 
the words of the falutation come to be confidered. Hail is a 
W AA d (v 0f Salutation, congratulation and joy. The archangel 
addrcfled it with profound reverence and awe to this incompa- 
rable and glorious virgin. It was anciently an extraordinary 
thing if an angel appeared to one of the patriarchs or prophets, 
and then he was received with great veneration and honour, 
being by nature and grace exalted above them. But when the 



Mary 



dignity 



(9) See Theoph. Raynaud; in Dypticis Marianis Op. T. 7. puna, 

2. n ; i 2# and Benedict XIV. L< De Fcftis. Sea. Dc Fefto nominia 
Manse. Op. T. 10, p, 519. 
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dignity and preeminence,, and approached and faluted her with 
admiration and refpeft. He was accuftorned to the luftre of 
the higheft heavenly fpirits 5 buf was amazed and dazzled ;afc 
the dignity and fpiritua] glory of her whom he came to falute 
Mother of God, whilft the attention of the whole heavenly court 
was with raviihment fixed upon her. With what humility ought 
we worms of the earth and bafe finners to addrefs her in the fame 
falutation ? The. devout Thomas a Kempis gives of it the fol-r 
lowing- paraphrafe (10) : <c With awe, reverence, devotion, 
<c and humble confidence do I fuppliantly approach you, bear- 
ing in my mouth the falutation of the angel, humbly to 
* c offer you. I joyfully prefent it to you, with my head bowed 
out of reverence to your facred perfon, and with my arms 
expanded through exceffive affection • of devotion ; and I 
beg the fame may be repeated by all. the heavenly, fpirits for. 
<c me an hundred thoufand times, and much pftener. .Fori 
iC know not what I can bring more worthy your trarifcendent 
""greatnefs,- or more fweet to us who recite it. Let the pious 
46 lover of your holy Name liften and attend. The heavens 
*** rejoice, and all the earth ought to ftand amazed, when I 
" fay, Hatl Mary. Satan, and' hell tremble when I repeat, 
<c Hail Mary. Sorrow is banifhed, and a new joy fills my 
" foul, when I fay, . Hail Mary* My languid afFeclion is ■ 
<c ftrengthened in God, and my foul is refreflied when I re- 
" peat, Hail Mary. So great is the fweetnefs of this blefled 
ce falutation, that it is not to be exprefled in words, but remains 
deeper in the heart than can be fathomed. Wherefore I 
" again moft humbly bend my knees to you, O moll holy 
" virgin, and fay : Hail Mary, full of grace. . . . O that, to 
(C fatisfy my defire of honouring and faluting you with aJJ the 
€C powers of my foul, all my members were converted into 
** tongues and into voices of fire, that I might glorify you, Q 
<c Mother of God, without ceafing ! And now proftrate in 
tc your prefence, invited by fincere devotion of heart, and all 
<c inflamed with veneration for your fweet name, I reprefent 
* c to you the joy of that falutation when the archangel Gabriel, 
< c fent by God, entered your fecret clofet, and honoured you 
c< with a falutation unheard of from the beginning of the 
<c world, faying : Hail? full of grace, our Lord is with you: 
<c which I defire to repeat, were it poflible, with a mouth 
€i pure as gold, and with a burning afTe<Sl:ion 5 and I defire 
€C that all creatures now fay with me : Hail, &c." . 

In the Jikc fentiments of profound refpecT: and congratulation 
with the angel, we ftyle her, Full of grace. Though flie is 

defcended 

■ 

. (10) SoJ. c. 23. 



%% The Feftival of the R o s a rv, Oft. r; 

defcended of the royal blood of David, her illufirlous pre- 
eminence is not derived from her birth, or any other temporal 
advantages; but from that prerogative in which alone true ex- 
cellency confifts, the grace of God, in which fhe furpafles all 
other mere creatures. To others God deals out portions of 
bis grace according to an inferiour meafure ; but Mary was to 
be prepared to become mother of the author of grace. To 
her therefore God gave every grace and every virtue in an emi- 
nent degree of excellency and perfection. Mary tc was filled 
<c with the ocean of the Holy Ghoft poured upon her,'* fays 
venerable Bede (n). It was juft, that the nearer fhe approached 
to the fountain of grace, the more abundantly fhe fhould be 
enriched by it. And, as God was pleafed to make choice of 
her for his Mother, nothing lefs than a fuperemineht portion 
of grace could fuit her tranfcendent dignity. The church 
therefore applies to her, that of the Canticles : Thou art all fair, 
and there is no fpot in thee (12). In thofe words, Our Lord is 
with thee, we repeat with the angel another elogium, confe- 
quent of the former. God by his immenfity or omnipotence is. 
with all creatures, becaufe in him all things have their being. 
He is much more intimately with all his juft, inafmuch as he 
dwells in them by his grace, and manifefts in them the moft 

, gracious effects of his goodnefs* and power. But the Blefled 
Virgin being full of grace, and moft agreeable in his eyes 
above all other mere creatures ; having alfo the clofeft unioa 
with Chrift as his Mother, and burning with more than fera- 
phick charity, fhe is his moft beloved tabernacle, and he favours, 
her with the fpecial effects of his extraordinary prefence, dis- 
playing in her- his boundlefs munificence, power, and love* 
The following praife was given to her in the fame words both 

. by the archangel Gabriel and St. Elifabeth, Blejfed art thou, 
a'mongd women. Mary is truly called blefled above all other 
women, fhe having been herfelf always preferved from the 
leaft ftain of fin, and having been the happy inftrument of 
God in converting the malediclions laid on all mankind into 
blcffings. When Judith had delivered Bethulia from temporal 
deftruclion, Ozias, the prince of the people, faid to her, Blejfect 
art thou, O daughter ', above all women upon the face of the 
earth (13). And The people all blejjed her with one voice ^ faying, 
Thou art the glory of Jerufalem^ thou art the joy of Ifrael, thou 
art the honour of our people (14). How much more emphatically 

lhall we from our hearts . pronounce her blefled above all wo- 
men, 

1 

9 

1 

(i 1) In Mat. c. 1. (12) Cant, iv, 7. See St. Thoma?, Expofitic* 
fajjuta Angelic* inter opufc. {13) Judith x'uu 23. (14) Ibid.^v. 10. 
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xnen 9 who brought forth Hirn who is the author of all manner 
of fpiritual and eternal bleflings to us ! She moft jufUy+fiid of 
herfelf, in the deepeft fenfe of gratitude to the divine goodnefs; . 
Behold* from henceforth all generations /hall call me blejed {l $) . . 
By bellowing thefe praifes on Mary we offer principally to God 
a profound homage of praife. for the great tnyAery of the In- 
carnation, The pious woman mentioned in the gofpel, who 
upon hearing the divine do£lrine of our Redeemer, cried out 
with admiration : Blejfed is the womb that bore thee, andhleffed 
are the breafts which gave thee fuck (l6j, meant chiefly to com- 
mend the Son. In like manner the praifea we addrefs to Mary 
in the angelical falutation are reflected in the flrft place on her 
divine Son, from whom, and by whom alone fhe is entitled to 
them : for it is for his gifts and graces, and for his fake, that we 
praife and honour hen On which account this prayer i& chiefly 
an excellent doxology for the great myftery of the Incarnation. 
Whence having ftyled the Mother blefled above all women, wc 
pronounce the Son infinitely more blefled, faying : And blejjed h 
the fruit of thy womb. He is the fource and author of alJ her. 
graces and bleflings : fhe derives them only from him^ and to 
him we refer whatever we admire and praife in her. Therefore 
in an infinitely higher lenfe of praife, love, and honour, and 
in a manner infinitely fuperiour to her, we call him blefled for 
ever by God, angels, and men : by God, as his well- beloved 
Son, and in his divinity coequal and coetemal with the Father: 
by the angels, as the author of their being, grace, and glory, 
inafmuch as he is their God ; and in his Incarnation as the re- 
pairer of their Iofles by men, as their. Redeemer. We, 
confidering attentively the infinite evils from which he has de- 
livered us, the pains and labours which he fuftained for us, the 
ranfom which he has paid with his precious blood to redeem us, 
the everlafting and infinite advantages which he has purchafed 
for us, with theboundlefs felicity of heavein, the excefs of hw 
goodnefs, love, and mercy, and his infinite majefty and per- 
fections : we, I fay, bearing all this in mind, ought, in afpirie 
pf love and praife, ever to call her Blef&d through whom wo 
receive this fo great a Saviour ; but him infinitely more blefled 
both for his own adorable fan£tlty, and for all the graces of 
which he is the fource to us- The moft holy and glorious 
name of Jcfus which is added to this doxology, is a name of un- 
fpeakable fweetnels and grace ; a name moft comfortable and 
delightful to every loving foul, terrible to the wicked fpirits, and 
adorable with refpeft to all creatures 3 fo that at its very found 

tfyery knee in heaven^carth and hell fliall bend, and every creatura 

Jbfr 

iH\ Lukqi. 4^ {16) Lukexit 27.^ 
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be filled with religious awe, and profound veneration and re- 
fpe<SL The laft part of* this prayer is a " fuppli cation. The 
prayer of the blefied fpirits in heaven confifts chiefly in a&s of 
adoration, love, praife, thankfgiving, and the like. We in . 
this vale of tears and miferies join fighs even to our hymns of 
praife and adoration. So extreme are our fpiritual miferies and 
wants that we never prefent ourfelves in prayer before Al- 
mighty God, but we make it one part of our addrefTes toim- 
plore his mercy and graces with the greater! ear'neftnefs poffible, 
and the deepeft fenfe of our wants. It is in this fin cere feeling 
of our finful neceflities, and the mofl humble and earneft cry of 
cur heart that the fervour and very foul of our prayer confifts. 
God* knows, and with infinite tende'rnefs companion a tes the 
depth of our wounds, and the whole extent of our numberlefs 
and boundlefs fpiritual miferies. But our infeniibility under 
them provokes his juft indignation. * He will have lis fincerely 
to feel and to acknowledge the weight of our evils ; our ex- 
treme fpiritual poverty aiid total infufTIciency, the bafenefs of 
of our guilt, the rigour of his judgments, the frightful torments 
of an unhappy eternity, which we defer ve for our fins, and the 
dangers from ourfelves and the invifibl'e enemies with which 
we are furrounded. He requires that we confefs the abyfs of 
niiferies in which we are' funk, and out of it raife our voice to 
him with tears and groans, owning our total dependance on 
his mercy and infinite goodnefs. If a beggar afks an alms of 
us, his wants make him eloquent i he fums them all up to 
move us to companion ; ficknefs, pains, hunger, anguifh of 
mind, diftrefs of a whole family, and whatever elfe can fet off* 
his miferies in the moftmoving mariner. In like manner when 
we pray, we muft feel and Jay open before our heavenly Fa- 
ther our deep wounds, our univerfal indigence, inability and 
weaknefs, and with all pofiible earn eft ncfs implore his 
merciful fiiccour. We muft beg that God himfeJf will be 
pleafed to form in our hearts fuc'h continued finceref defircs, 
that he infpire us 1 with fo deep a fenfe of all our miferies, and 
teach us to difplay them' before him in fuch a manner as will 
moft powerfully move him to pity and relieve us. . We have 
recour/e to the angels and faints to beg their joint interccifioh 
for us. For this we addrefs ourfelves in the firft place to the 
blefied Virgin, as the refuge of the afflicted and finners. In 
this prayer we repeat her holy name to excite ourfelves to re- 
verence and devotion. By calling her Mother of God, we ex- 
prcls her moft exalted dignity, and fiir up our confidence in her 
patronage. For what cannot fhe obtain for us of a God, 
who was pleafed himfclf to ' be bom of her ! We at the 

feme time rem"euiber a that fbti is alfo fpiritually our mother : 

for 
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for by adoption we are brothers and; coheirs of CBrift. She is 
to . us a mother of more than maternal tendernefs $ incomparably 
more: fenfible of our miferies, and more ready to procure us all 
mercy and affiftance than carnal mothers can be, as in charity 
/he furpafFes all other mere creatures. ' But to call her Mother, 
and to defer ve her companion, we muft fincerely renounce 
and put an end to our diforders, by which we have too often 
trampled upon the blood of her; Son. Thefe words, Holy 
Mary, Mother of God, are a kind of preface to our petition, in 
which we humbly intreat her to pray for us. We do not afk 
her to give us grace : we know this to be the moft precious 
gift of God, who alone can beftow it on us. We only deflre 
her to qfk it for us of her Son, and to join her powerful inter- 
cession with bur unworthy prayers. We mention oiir quality 
of finners, to humble ourfelves in the deep eft fen time nts of 
compunction, and to excite her companion by laying our ex- 
treme miferies and necefiities before her, which this epithet 
of finners exprefles beyond what any created underftanding 
can fathom. Mary, from her fuller and more diftinct know- 
ledge of the evil of fin, and the ipiritual miferies of 'a* foul in- 
fected with it, forms a much more diftinct and perfect idea of 
the abyfs of our evils, than we can poilibly do, and in propor- 
tion to them, and- to the meafure of her charity, is moved to 
companionate us under them. But we muft mention our finsi 
with fincere fen timents of contrition and regret : for the will 
which ftill adheres to fin, provokes indignation, not companion, 
inGod^and in all the faints who love fdvereignly his fandtityand 
juftice. How dare impenitent finners prefent themfelves before 
God with their hands yet ftained as it were with the adorable 
blood of his Son ''which' they have fpilt; and which they ftill 
continue, in the- language of St* Paul, to trample upon'! We 
muft therefore mention our guilt with the moft profound "'fen ti- 
ments of confufion and compunction; In proportion to their* 
fincerity and fervour we fhall excite the pity and mercy of 
God, and the tender companion of his Mother. Mary having 
borne in her womb the author of : grace and mercy, has put oa 
the bowels of the moft tender companion for finners. By t|iis 
mention of our quality of finners we ' fuiKcientJy exprefs whac 
it is that we beg of God ; namely, the grace of a perfect re- 
pentance, the rcmiflion of all our fins, and ftrength to refift 
all temptations to fin. Wc afk alfo for all graces and virtues, 
efpecially that of divine charity. All this is ftifficiently under- 
ftood by the very nature of our requeft, without being ex- 
prefled : for what elfe ought wc to afk of God, through the 
interce/fion of her. who is the mother of the author of grace ? 

We beg this abundance of all graces, both at prefent, becaufe 
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we ftand in need of it every moment of our Jives ; and for the 
hour of our death, that great and moft dreadful moment, which 
muft be a principal object in all our prayers. The whole life of 
a Chriftian ought to be nothing elfe but a conftant preparation 
for that tremendous hour, which will decide our eternal lot, 
and in which the devil will afTail us with the utmoft effort of 
his fury ' 9 and our own weaknefs in mind and body, the 
lively remembrance of our paft fins, and other alarming cir- 
cumftances and difficulties, will make us ftand in need of the 
ftrongeft afiiftance of divine grace, and the fpecial patronage of 
her who is the potedtrefs of all in diftrefs, particularly of her 
devout clients in their Jaft and moft dangerous conflict. , Amen^ 
or So be it, expreffes an earneft repetition of our fupplication 
and praife. As the heart in the ardour of its affections eafily 
goes far beyond what words can exprefs, fo neither is it con- 
fined by them in the extent and variety of its acts. In one 
word it often comprifes the moft perfect: acts of faith, hope, cha- 
rity, adoration, praife, and other fuch virtues. Thus by Jmen it 
with ardour repeats all the petitions and acts of. the Lord's 
Prayer and Angelical' Salutation. Some devout perfons have 
made this fhort, but energical and comprehenfive word one of 
their moft frequent afpirations to. God, during thecourfe of the 
day ; meaning by it to aflent, to confirm and repeat with all pof- 
lible ardour and humility all the hymns and moft perfect acts of 
profound adoration, humility, love, praife, zeal, thankfgiving, 
oblation of themfelves, total refignation, confidence in God, 
and all other virtues which all the heavenly fpirits offer to God, 
with all their power, and ftrength, and with the utmoft purity 
of affection, without intermiftion, to eternity. In thefe acts 
we rejoice by the word jimcn 9 and defire to repeat them- all 
with infinite fervour, were it poflible, for ever, and with them 
we join the moft fincere fentiments and acts of compunction, 
and a particular humility, condemning ourfelves as infinitely un- 
worthy to join the heavenly choirs, or faithful fervants of God,, 
in offering him a tribute of praife; moft unworthy even to pro- 
nounce his moft holy name, or mention any of his adorable per-' 
feet ions, which defiled lips and faint, divided affections, rather 
profane and depreciate, than praife aad honour. 
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The Feaft of the Holy Ange i,~ 

Guard i ans« 



AMONGST the adorable difpenfations of the divine 
mercy in favour of men it is not the leaft, that he haa 
. been pleafed to eftablifh a communion or fpiritual commerce 
between us on earth and his holy angels, whofe companions 
•we hope one day to be in the kingdom of his glory. This 

■ communion is entertained on our fide by the religious vencra- 
ition with which we honour them as God's faithful, holy, and 

glorious miniftering fpirits, and beg their charitable fuccour 

/and interceflion with God j on their fide by their folicitude and 
prayers for us, and the many good offices they do us. The 
providence of God, always infinitely wife, infinitely holy, and 
infinitely gracious, vouchfafes to employ fuperiour created beings 
in the execution of his will in various difpenfations towards 

.other inferiour creatures* According to St. Thomas, when he 
created the angels he enlightened the loweft amongft them by 

; thofe that are fupreme in tho/e glorious orders of fpirits. It is 
clear in the holy fcriptures, that thofe blefled fpirits which we 
call Angels (as much as to fay God's Meflengers) receive this 

,:very name from their office, in being employed by him in 

.frequently executing his commiffions in our favour and defence. 
That he does this on many occafions, both general and parti- 

t cular, has been- abundantly (hewn elfcwhere from the tcftimony 
of the holy fcriptures (1). One of the inoft merciful ap- 
pointments of God relating to this economy eflablifbcd by 

f him between the blcfTcd angels and men, is, that lie commif- 
fions chofen high fpirits to be particular guardians to each of us. 
In this providence are difplaycd the infinite majefty, wifdom and 
power of God, and the excefs xrf his goodnefa towards his 
creatures : alfo a deep foundation is laid of the ureal eft charity 

■ Vol. IV. D " ancl 

(1) See On the two Fcflivals of St. Michael, May viii, and Sept. 
xxix. Alio Inilruclion Pattorolc de M. Jean Joicph do la Baflic 
;Evtfque deS. Mulo, Sur Ics Saints Ange:*. an. 1758. 
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and the bigheft mutual joy in each other between the angels 
and the el eel: for all eternity in their happy focicty of heaven. 

That particular angels are appointed and commanded by 
Ood to guard and watch over each particular perfon among his 
fervants, that is, all the jufr, or fuch as are in the ft ate of 
grare, is an article of the Catholick faith, of which no eccle- 
fiaftical writer within the pale of the church in any age ever 
entertained the leaft doubt. That every man, even among 
finners and infidels, has a guardian angel is the doctrine of the 
mod eminent among the fathers, and fo ftrongly fupported by 
the moft facred authority, that it feems not to be called in 
qucflion, efpecially as to all the faithful. The Pfalmift a fibres 
us : (2) He hath given his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in 
all thy ways. And in another place, (3) The angel of the Lord 
fial I encamp round about them that fear him, and he Jhall deliver 
them. The patriarch Jacob prayed his good angel to blefs his 
two grand Tons, Ephraim and Manafles : (4) The angel that de- 
liver cth mcfro'm all coils blefs theft boys. Judith fa id : (5) His 
angel hath been my keeper, both goi?ig hence, and abiding there, anil 
returning from thence. Chrift deters us from fcandalizing any 
of his little ones, becaufe their angels always behold the face 
of God, who with z-eal and indignation will demand vengeance 
of* God -againfi: any by whofe malice precious fouls, which 
Wf-rc their wards, have peri£be'J^(6). Upon which paflage Sr. 
Hilary Writes : (7)" It is dangerous to defpife one whofe cries and 
cc prayers are carried up to the eternal and invifible God by 
c < the gracious miniftry of angels." So certain and genera! 
was the belief of a guardian angel being affigned to everyone 
by God, that when St. Peter was miraculoufly delivered out 
of prifon, the difciples, who upon his coming to them, could 
not at firfr. believe it to be him, faid : It is his angel (8). 
'.That St. Michael was the protector of the Jewifh nation, or 
of the people of God, and that countries or collective bodies 
of men have, at leaft (evcral, their tutelar angels, is clear from 
holy fcriptures (9). So unanimous and fo exprefs is the doc- 
trine of the lathers, in aflerting and illuflrating this article of 
the catholick faith concerning guardian angels, that it would 
require a volume to copy their tefti monies. 'The devils with 
implacable envy and malice ftudy to compafs our eternal ruin, 

both 

(?) Pf:tl. xc. it. (3) Pfjil. xxxiii, 8 (4) Gen. xlviii, 

16. (c;) Judith xiii. 20. See lixod. xxiii. 20. (6) Matt, 

-vviii. jo, " (7) S. llibr. in Matt. xvii. .(3) Act xu i 4 r 

(9) Dan. xl 1 - iii. 1. &c. 
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;! both by ftratagems and open afiaults (a). God is pleafed ta 
joppofe to their efforts his good angels, by making them our ' 

D 2 defenders* 



I* 



of evil fpi- 
experience, 
arguments 



(a) The exigence 
I: nts is manifefl from 
and from natural 
'drawn from the operations in 
idemoniacks, from- ibme exam- 
; ;ples among the heathenifli ora- 
; cles, and from various other ef- 
: feels. Mr. Seed, in his difcourfe 

j On the Nature and Being of £ vil 

[Spirits, and many other Pro- . 
s tcflant theologians of note, in- 
^fiftmuch upon this proof/ that,, 
Imany have experienced dreams 
land temptations of fuch an ex- 
traordinary nature, and concern - 
iing fu ejects of which before they 
|had no knowledge, and of which 
their imagination could not by 
}hfe\f have produced any fpecies 
Jor images, that the ideas or 
[effects muft be excited by fome 
^external fpirit, who by their na- 
ture muft be an evil one. This 
^argument 5s not only allowed, 
'!but itrongly urged by fevcral 
Vfamous Deifb for the belief of 
,fvil fpirits. But it is from the 
Vflivine revelation that we learn 
the origin and qualities of thefe 
jjivifiblc enemies. By this we 
' ,':*|jre informed, , that the devils 
fell from a ft ate of juflice and 
fitnc"iity, in which they were 
Created, by their own malice and 
fin; and that their crime, was 
jpride, to which, enamoured of 
.their own perfections, they con- 
' jentcd in thought, and which is 
'ailed the beginning of oil Jin 
Kccluf. x. i§f.) The prince of 
he apoihitc angels is Jbincti mca 
Called Lucifer. Some thcolo~ 
^,'iaiis and interpreters have 
thought that he was chief of 
fy\ the angelical choirs, and 
that he was meant under the 
%ure of Behemoth, who is 



called, according to the Seventy 
and Vulgate, the beginning of tbd 
ways of God (Jobxl.14.) Dazzledi 
with his own exalted ftate and 
beauty, he faid within himfelf 2 

/ 'will be like to the Moft ± High 
(Ifai. xiv- 12.) His heart <wa& 
■puffed vp with his beaut) , .and in 
it he loft his ivifdbm (Ezceh. xxvin. 
17.) For* according to feveral 
learned fathers, Ifaias compares 
the haughtinefs of the king of* 
Babylon, and Ezcchiel that o£ 
the king of lyre, to the prida 
of Lucifer, which they thencci 
take occafion to defcribe. Tha 
apoftate angel was followed iii 
his revolt or fin by a great parS 
of the heavenly haft, who wena 
in a moment hurled down fromt 
their feats, and condemned tot 
hell (2 Pet. ii. 4.) Jude 6^ , 
Whilif. fome were immediately* 
confined to thofe dungeons*, 
otheis are left more at large tilt 
the day of judgment j and iri 
the mean time their tormei.tfc 
fcem lefs grievous (Matt, viii«j, 
29, 31, *'&c# See Petaviu3 Tr+ 
de sJngelis). Thefe fiends ara 
called the princes of darknefs*, 
of the air, and of the world 
(Ephcf. ii. 1,2. vi. X2. Mattx 
xii. 22. Luke jx. 1.) They dif» 
fer in their ranks in a kind q£ 
hierarchy, and foinc are worfeS 
than others (IVi att. xii. z f \. Ephcll 
vi. 12, &c.) Their prince hi 
called Belial* that is, the JSyit 
one : or rather (according to, Sta! 
Jerom's interpretation ., of. , tho 
word, 3 Kings xxi. 13.) thci 

Rebel. i\lCo8ai/w 9 or the Enemy* 
and Beelzebub, from the chiet 

idol of the Accaronites. . The* 

► 

ra;>;e, malice, and envy of Ihel 

devils again!! junu,iheir enmity t'<* 
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defenders. If Almighty God permits the devils various ways 
to affail and tempt us, and both by wiles and by open violence 

to 



all good are implacable ; and 
their natural fubtility and ftrength 
are exceeding great, as appears 
from the perfection of their be- 
ing, which is purely fpiritual, 
and from examples where God 
fuffered them more remarkably 
to exert their power. They 
hurried the fwine into the lake, 
killed the feven firrt hufbands 
of Sara, have flain armies in 
one night, have often difturbed 
nature and ftirred up tempefts, 
which ftruck whole provinces 
with tcrrour and ravaged the 
whole world. Satan makes his 
attacks upon men by putting on 
all fhapes, fometimes by craft, 
or by fnares and ftraragems, as 
the old ferpent ; fometimes by 
dtfguifes ' transforming himfelf 
into an angel of light, and af- 
fuming the air of piety ; fome- 
times by open afoul ts and vio- 
lence, as the roaring lion, and 
noonday devil. What did he 
not do againit holy Job ? Thirt 

is no power on earth which can he 
compared with hint. Job. xli. 24. 
But he is refirained and confined 
by God's command, nor can he 
fpread his fnares or tempt men 
but by the divine permiflion; 
for which he fometimes obtains 
a fpecial leave, as in the cafes of 
Job, chap. i. and St. Peter 
(Luke xxii. 31,32.) The devili 
watch to entice men to fin. 
(1 Pet v. 8. Ephcf. vi. 16, &c.) 
We have examples of this in the. 
temptations of Eve, Achab, &c. 
They are fometimes fuffered to 
cleceive fa lie prophets, and wick- 
ed men (3 Kings xxii. 21)- They 
accufe men before the judgment 

foatofGod, (Zach. iii. i,z ; &c.) 



The devils are fometimes per- 
mitted by God to exert their na- 
tural power and ftrength on na- 
tural agents- by moving fecond 
Caufes, in producing diftempers 
in human bodies, railing ftorms, 
and caufing other phyficai evils 
in the world ; as appears from 
fuch efFecls being fometimes 
afcribed in the holy fcriptures to 
thefe wicked fpirits. (See Calmct, 
Di£* fur les Matwais Jr.ges.) Be- 
fore Satan was bound, or his 
power curbed by the triumph of 
Chrifl over him, and the fpreadw 
ing of the happy light and in- 
fluence of the gofpel throughout 
the world, the- empire which the 
devils exercifed on earth was 
much greater than fmce that , 
time. But it is molt certain that : 
the devils are fometimes per- 
mitted by God to continue in 
fome degree the mifchievous in- , 
fluence of their malice againft 
men various ways, againfl: which 1 
the church has instituted, and al- 
ways praclifed exorcifms and 
blelfings. With regard to effects 
of magick and poffeflions of de- 
vils, though prayer and the other 
arms of piety and religion are to 
be always employed againfl: our 
invifiblc enemies ; yet fuch ex- 
traordinary cfFecls arc not to be 
eafily fnppofed ; fuperftkion, cre- 
dulity, and impofture are to be 

fuarded againfl; ; and natural 
Iftempcrs, fuch as certain fpccieol 
of madnefs, extraordinary palfies, ■ 
epileptics, or the like, are not 10! 
be conltrucd into efFedls of en- 
chantments or poftefllons ; which 
are not to be prefumed upon ri- 
diculous compacts and figrfs 

(fuch ac are mentioned in many 

popular 



1 



'Oa.2~. The ANGEL-GUARDIANS. 37 

to endeavour to draw us into eternal ruin 9 will he not allow- 
Jus o-ood angels to exert their zeal for his honour, and their 
-/charity for us ? No fooner had Lucifer and £is adherents jfet up 
• the ftandard of their revolt from God, but St. Michael and all 
the good angels entered upon a war gainft them, and executing 
the fentence which God pafled upon them, expelled them out 
of their blefTed abodes. Man being created to fill up the 
places of thefe apoftates, Lucifer with his aflbciates is permitted 
by God to fpread his faares, and exert the efforts of his malice 
agairtft us, that in thefe trials we may give proof of our fide- 
lity, and may purchafe bv victories and triumphs that blifs for 
which we are created. Satan thus effecTts the ruin of innu- 
merable fouls, and the Holy Ghoft gives us this warning : 
57?* devil is come down unto you 9 having great wrath (10). And 
-fuch is his arrogance, that he trufteth that Jordan, that is, 
the whole race of mankind, may flow into his mouth, and be 
fwallowed up by him. The good angels, out of the fame 
zeal with which they continue their, war againffc thefe wicked 
fpirits, come to our relief, according to the order eftablifhed 
by divine providence. And God, out of his infinite tendernefs 
-and companion for us, commands his higheft fpirits to watch 
over and to guard us. O my God ! what is man that you 
fhould take fuch care of him, and give him for his go- 
vernours the fublime princes of your heavenly court, the af- 
fiftants of your throne! What ami but a worm of the 

D 3 earth* 

(10) Apoc. xii. 12. 



t pppularpretended examples relat- 
. «d byDelrio,&c.) nor upon vulgar 
prejudices and notions of the 
: manner in which fuch things are 
done, but muJt be made appa- 
rent by circumftances which are 
preternatural, or beyond the or- 
dinary courfc of nature. By 
clear proofs it is manifeft that 
God fomctimes permits corporal 
Po/Teifions (in which the devil 
fcizes on fomc of the corporeal or- 
gans (orfenfesin a human body) 
andObfeflions (in which he reprc- 
fents certain images as prcfent to 
the eyes or imagination with an 
invincible obflinacy) : and that 
thefe have been more or lefs 

frequent in different times and 



places. This is confirmed by 
the terlimony and experience of 
all ages, and of all nations, even 
to the remotcft Indies, as John 
Clerc obferves (Bibl JJni r vgyJeilr % 
T. 15. c. 4.) Such facts both tho 
Old and New Teftament mani- 
feilly evince. (See Laurence 
Clarice in his Life of QhriJ} > a- 
gain It Wool/ton, p. 474. and the 
Diiibrt. Oft the Obfiffions and Pof 
fej/to/is of Devi/s, prefixed to the 
Gofpels in the new Latin and 
French Bible, with Differ tati on s ? 
T. 10. p. 590.) Farther proofs 
of the reality of demoniaeks are 
referved for a particular difqui- 

fition. 
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earth, a fiave to it, - and to this body of filth, fin, and* corrup- 
tion ? Muft an angel, a creature fo noble, To pure and holy, 
attend on me? V O wonderful condefcenfion ! O excefs 
* fc of goodnefs and love!" cries out St. Bernard (li)." He 
** hath given bis angels charge over tbee (12). Who is he that 
tL hath given this charge ? To wIiqiti, and of whom hath he 
c< given this order? And what is its import? Let us ferioufly 
cc confidcr and weigh every part of this myftcry. Who is he 
• e , 6 that hath given this charge ? The Lord of angels, whom 
cc they obey. 'The fupreme majefty of God hath laid a com - 
i£ m;ind upon the angqls, and his own angels 5 thofe fublime, 
***thofe happy fpirits, who approach fo near his divine ma- 
:<t j e ^)V his own domeflicks : and it is the care of thee that by 
cc this facrid command he hath entrufted to them. What art 
thou ? Is not man rottennefe, corruption, and the pafture of 
cc worms ? But what dofi: thou think: he hath commanded 
cc them concerning • thee. That they guard thee ; that they 
cc hep thee in- all thy ways Nor do they loiter : they even 
<c bear thee up in their bands? as it were^ left thou dajh thy foot 

<c tfgain/l a Jlone" Shall we not praife fuch a goodnefs I 
We are alfo to.conlider the watchful attention of' thefe 
bleffed fpirits over us. They moft readily and mod: carefully 
execute every order of God, and embrace his will in every 
thing with the utmoft ardour, and with their whole ftrength. 
With what diligence then do they, watch over us, .who are 
committed to them by the jlricT: charge and appointment of 
God himfelf? (13.) 

A fecond motive or inducement which exceedingly endears us 
to their protection,, is their companion -and charity for us. 
They confider that we are fhortly to be their companions in 
eternal blifs, and are at prefent by grace and the divine adop- 
tion their brethren, their dear fellow-members in God, dear 
to him who is their God and our God, and precious in his 
fight, being purchafed by him at the infinite price of .his incar- 
nation, paflion, and death. They on the other fide fee the 
miferies of iin into which we are fallen, the dangers which 
iurroun'd us, and the infinite evils under which we groan. 
Their companion is the more tender, as their charity, is" the 
more perfect and more pure a and as' they are feated nearer to 
the infinite fource or fountain^ of charity. They fee the fnares 
which the devils lay to intrap us, and they remember the caufe 
of God, and the facred war in which they are. engaged againft 

■ thofe 



(n ) Scrm. 12. in Pf. xc. p. 86z. (12) Pf. xc. 11./ {13) Ibi4 
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$|ihofe his enemies. They therefore earneftly exert themfeU'cs- 
$ffen defeating their projects', and in protecting tis. " For 
$lf" they love their fellow-citizens, hy v/horn they long to fee 
j" their breaches and' rums repaired," as the devout author of 

the Sol 




91 





and v/i 

cc watch over and guard 

cc all places, and at all hours, aflifting us, providing for our 
<c neceffiries with folicitude : they intervene between us and thee* 
" O Lord, conveying to thee ourfighs and groans, and bring- 
" ing down to us the defired blefiing of thy graces. They 
walk with us in all our ways; they go in and out wi^us, 
attentively obferving how we converfe with piety in the mid ft 
of a perverfe generation ; with what ardour we feek thy 
kingdom and its jufrice, and with what fear and awe wc 
ferve'-thee. They atfi/r. us in our labours, they protect us in 
1C our reft, they encourage us in batrle, they crown 03 in 
cc victories, they rejoice in us when we rejoice in thee, and 
f c they compaffionately attend us when we faffkrar are aiBIcled 
' for thee. Great is their care of us, and great are th& 
* e effects of their charity for us. They love h*.m whom thou, 
* c hyvtfk ; they guard him whom thou beholdefr with tender- 
cC nefs : but thev fozfeke thofe from whom thou Withdrawefi 
£ * thyfelf, and they hate them that work iniquity, becaufe they 
Is <J are hateful to thee. IF we fall from good, we give joy to the 
" devils? and rob the angels of theirs. When we do welly 
* s we afford a triumph to the angels, and *ve vanquish and 
<s contrifiate the devils. Make us, O Father- always co brfwer 
<$ joy to your hofy- fptrirs - /. . Rekearfing' thefe your benefit^ 
e£ I przlfe and thank you* ' Yogi had hefkowed on us whatever 
*' is contained within the circumference of'" the hezvens- : and,. 
C£ as if all this was ittrie, you would add whzt is above the 
<s heavens,' giving us your angeFs to ferve us y rainsifferxug tgyErrcs 
<c for them who receive the fsherttacce of faEratforr. May a lit 
* 4 your angels praife you-, may 2$l your works gvorzfy you- acid 
f <c all your faints Mefs you for eVerv How hcg.ri is. the honour 
I cc by which you have fo greatly exalted and 1 " enriched- us ? ** 

St. Bernard (25) o-bferves, -tinac weowe to ocrr gEisrdram are- 
gel cc great: reverence, devotion, 2nd confefesBce r reverence, 
** fays he, for his pre fence, deVotrorc for his ctertty,. andl eonft- 
* c dence in his waeebrafaefsj - _ FenetrstecS wicri awe, waiTFc a£- 
<£ ways with r circHincpe c ' f a ix, remenrfrerrog; tire pre&ice of -an- 

■D 4. <><r - geis 
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" gels to whom you are given in charge in all your ways. 
*' 4n every apartment, in every clofet, in every comer pay a 
** ref peel: to your angel. Dare you do before him what you 
c< durft not commit if I faw you ? " In another place, he thus 
urges the fame motive (16): cc Confider with how great re~ 
*' fpecl, awe, and modefty we ought to behave in the fight 
€c of the angels, left we offend their holy eyes, and render 
" ourfelves unworthy of their company. Wo to us if they 
tc who could chafe away our enemy be offended by our negli- 
<c gence, and deprive us of their vifit. We muft ihun what 
tc grieves them, and pracYife that which gives them delight, 
fic as temperance, chaftity, voluntary poverty, prayer with fer- 
cc vour and tears. Above all things the angels of peace ex- 
sc peel in us unity and peace. Should not they be moil de- 
<c lighted with that in us which ieprefents the form of 
4C their own holy city, that they ma/' admire a new Je- 
66 rufalem, or heaven on earth ? On the contrary, nothing 
<c lb much provokes them as fcandals and d indentions, if they 
4t difcern any in us." St. Bafil enlarges upon the fame argu- 
ment to recommend to virgins the ftricleft modefty in all 
places. <c Let the virgin, when fhe is alone," fays he (17), 
e * fear and refpecT: firft herfelf, and her own confeience : then 
tc her guardian angel, who is always with her : Their angels 
cc always fee the face cf rny Father (18). A man ought not 
cc to contemn the face ot the angel to whofe care his foul is 
t: enfufted, efpecially a virgin, whofe paranymph he is ap- 
66 pointed, and the guardian of her fidelity to her fpoufe. 
Ci Above all, fhe muft refpecl her fpoufe himfelf, who is 
cc always with her, and together with him the Father and 
tc the Holy Ghoft : not to mention the infinite multitudes 
" of the angels, and the blefled fouls of the holy fathers : 
cc for though they are not vifible to our carnal eyes, they 
" behold us with their incorporeal light. If the virgin fears 
cc the eye of others, much more muft Ihc the light of 
c< thefe who are fu holy and excellent, and fo much greater 
cc than any men. She dreads particularly the eyes of the 
ci multitude i now it being impollible fhe fliould efcape the 
ct obfervation of this fo great and holy a multitude, Ihc will 
be carefull never do any thing unbecoming her Hate." 
We muft not only refpeel, but gratefully and devoutly love and 
honour our tutelar fpirit. He is a faithful guardian, a true 

friend, a watchful fliepherd and a powerful protc&or. He is 

a high 

(16) Serm. 1. in feflo S. Michael, n. £, (17) L- do vera 

Virginit, n. 740. (18) Mut. xviii. 10. 
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a high fpirit of heaven, and a courtier of the immortal king of 
glory; yet his tender charity, goodnefs and compaffion move 
him, through the divine appointment, to employ his whole 
power in guarding and defending us. He often protects our 
bodies, as the devils have fometimes power to hurt them. But 
what does not he do for our fouls ? He inftru&s, encourages, 
fecretly exhorts, and reproves us : he defends us again ft our 
enemy, often difcovers his ftratagems, averts many dangers, 
and comforts and fupports us in our trials, and in the terrible 
hour of our death. He invifibly performs for us the offices 
which that angel who led the Jews into the promifed land, did 
for them ; and which Raphael performed to the younger Toby, 
• in his journey to Rages : for he is our good and fure guide 
through the dangers of this life to eternal glory. What re- 
turn ihall we make by gratitude, confidence, refpeci and obe- 
dience to this our faithful Raphael, our good angel ! what 
praife and thanks do not we owe to God for fo ineftimable a 
benefit ! Toby, reflecting on the great favours he had re- 
ceived from the angel Raphael, his faithful conductor, faid 
to his father : ct What fhall we give him ? or what can be 
46 worthy of his benefits ? He conducted me, and brought me fafe 
<c again : he received the money for me, he caufed me to have 
ct my wife, and he chafed from her the evil fpirit : he gave joy 
* e to her parents : myfelf he delivered from being devoured by 
<c the fifli': thee alfo he hath made to fee the .light of heaven, 
<c and we are filled with all good things through him. What 
« c can we give him fufficient for thefe things (ig) ? " That 
holy family feeing the* imrrienfe goodnefs and condefcenfion of 
God in the benefits conferred upon them by his angel, <tf fall- 
« c ing proftrate on their faces for three hours, blefled God (20)/' 
Oughjt not we to imitate their gratitude ? « In God/' fays St. 
Bernard (21), cs let us affectionately love the angels, thefe glo- 
" rious fpirits which are to be one day our companions in 
ec glory, and coheirs; and are at prefent appointed our tutours 
<c and guardians in our Father. Let us be devout, let us be 
cc grateful to fuch protectors; Jet us Jove them, Jet us honour 
<c them as much as we are able, Sec." 

We likewife ought to place a confidence in the protection of 
our good angel, bt. Bernard writes in the fame place as fol- 
lows : " Though we are fo weak, and our condition fo low, 
" and though fo long and dangerous a way lies before us, what 
cc can we fear under fo great guardians ? . . . As often as any 
4i tribulation or violent temptation aflails you, implore your 

u guardian. 



.09) Tob. jcii, 2U (zo) Tob, xii. 22. (21) in Pfal.xc. 
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guardian j your guide, your afllftant in tribulation, and in 
cc all times of need.". To deferve his protection, we mutt? 
above all things, fly fin. Even venial fin troubles him. <c As 
* 6 fmoke chafes away bees, and flench doves, fo the ordure 
" of fin drive th away the angel, the keeper of life," fays St. 
Bafil (22). Impurity is a vice particularly abominable to holy 
fpirits ; and fins of fcandal make the angels of the little ones 
whom we Icandalize demand vengeance againft us. God 
fays : Behold I will lend my angel \ who Jhall go before thee, and 
keep thee in thy journry, and bring thee into the place that I have • 
prsvxred* RefpeSf fully ohferve him, and hear his voice, and do 
?:ot think him one to he contemned : for he will not forgive when 
thc-u hfl finned y a?ul mi name :s hi htm. But if thou wilt hear 
his voice, iithl ib all that J fh. il fpeek, I will be an enemy to thy 
enemies^ and will affdtt them thai ajfliSi 1 thee : and my afigel /hail 
go before thee, and Jhall bring thee into the place which I have pre* 

pared (23). 

On the fame DAY 

St. Thomas, Bifhop of Hereford, C. Our iiland once fa vv tlys 
happy days when prayer and contemplation were the delight even 
of courts, the camp and the fhop : when Christian humility and 
true poverty of fpirit fat on the thrones of kings, chaftity flourifhed 
5n palaces, and princes had no other interefl of ftate but the glory 
of God, no other ambition than to dilate his kingdom, nor any 
greater happinefs than to efpoufe their daughters to Chrift cruci- 
fied, in the rigours of folitude and fevere penance. T he beauty of 
this holy vineyard in the church excited the envy of the devil, who 
J ike a furious wild boar fought to lay it wane. Tepidity in the 
divine fervicc, and floth opened him the door: pride, ambition;,, 
luxury, and the love of the world and of pleafuxe foon gained 
ground, and miferably changed the face of this paradife. vVars^ 
oppreflion, and defolation were the fcourges by which God in his. 
jnercy fought to bring back an ungrateful people to their duty be- 
fore he call them off". lie ilill railed up many holy pallors and 
patterns of virtue who laboured by word and example to Hem the 
tide of iniquity. Aniongrl: thcie fltonc molt eminently St. Thomas 
Cantelupc, feme time high chancellor of Fngland, and bifhop of 
Hereford, He was moll nobly born, being eld eft; ion to William 
3ord Cantelupe, one of the grcatcil generals that England ever pro- 
duced ; who, by the total overthrow of the barons and of the 
French, fixed the crown on die head of king Henry III. and was . 
lord high ft c ward of the kingdom, which dignity, ^011 account of the 
exorbitance of its power, has been fmee fupprcflecl, and' is now only 
exercifed pccaiionally in the trials of peers. The. Cautclupus were 

Normans,, 

[vi] Horn, in Pfuh xxxiii. (23) Exod. xxiii. zo p &c. 
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Normans, who came over with the conquerour, and received from 
him great eftates and honours, which they exceedingly increafed, 
becoming by marriages heirs of .the Strongbows, and Marfhals 
earls of Pembroke, of the Fitz-Walters earls of Hereford, and of 
the Breufes lords of Abergavenny. The. mother of our faint was 
Melicenta, countefs-dowager of Evreux and Glocelfer, daughter 
of Hucrh lord of Gournay, allied to the royal families of England 
and France. Thomas was born in Lancafhire ; his parents had three 
other fons, and as many daughters, all younger than him, who 
were honourably married in the world. The father's office obliged 
him to re/idc chiefly at court to attend the king. This was a dan- 
gerous place for the education of children ; which being ienfible of, 
he was moit watchful to banifh all incentives of vanity from their 
fipht, and to remove the leaff. whifper of falfe pleafures fiom their 
ears : thus in the very feat of danger and vice he formed a fchool of 
virtue and penance. When his fon Thomas was capable of learning, 
he placed him under the care of his near kinfman Walter Cantelupe, 
bifhop of Hereford, and afterwards under that of Robert Kihvarby, 
a learned Dominican, archbilhop of Canterbury, afterwards cardi- 
nal and bifhop of Porto, and founder of the Black Friars in Lon- 
don. This experienced tutour found no obftacle or oppofition to 
his infr.ruc~r.ions in the heart of his pupil, who whilfl a child began 
daily to recite the breviary, befides heating mafs and other devotions 
which he performed with wonderful fervour. He fludied his philoso- 
phy at Paris ; during which time he happened to take a prop of a vine 
out of a another man's vineyard to hold up his window : of which 
action he conceived fo great a remorfe, that he condemned himfelf for 
it to feven years rigorous penance. Thomas refoJving to confecrate 
himfelf to God in an ecclcfiaftical ftate, learned at Orleans the civil 
Jaw, which is a neceflhry foundation to the canon law. He vifited. 
certain friends ac the general council at Lyons, and there became 
acquainted with the molt eminent pallors and theologians of the 
church, by whofe convocation he much improved himfelf. Pope 
Innocent IV. nominated him his chaplain: notwithstanding which, 
he returned to England, to purfue the iludy of the canon law. 
He proceeded doctor in laws at Oxford, and was foon after chofen 
chancellor of that famous univcrfuy : in which office he Ihone in 
fuch a bright light, that king Henry fhortly after appointed him high 
chancellor of the kingdom. His prudence, courage, indefatigable 
application, fcrupulous juftice, and abhorrence of human refpefts, 
or the Icaft pre fen t which could be offered him even in the moffc 
indirect manner, compleatcd the character of an accomplifhed 
magiltratc. The carl of Gloceflcr, Roger Lord Clifford, Peter 
Corbet, and the king himfelf experienced his inflexibility. He 
procured the banifhnicnc of the obflinate Jews, becaufe by their 
fiifiiries, extortions, and counterfeit bafe coin, they were a j>ublick 
nufance to the Mate. St Thomas never ccafed to folicit king Henry 
for leave lo refign his office, but in vain. However,- he obtained 
jt of his fon Jul ward J. upon his acce/lion to the throne ; yet on 
condition that he mould remain in his privy council 5 which he did 

till his death. TJic faint Wiia then fifty -four years old; yet re- 
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tired to Oxford, making books and his devotions his only plea- 
fare. He took the degree of doctor of divinity in the church of 
the Dominicans, with whom he had ft.udied, on which occafion 
Robert Kilwarby, his old friend and director, then archbi/hop of 
Canterbury, did not fear endangering the faint's humility by declar- 
ing in his publick oration, on the vefperial or eve of his promo- 
tion to the degree of doctor, that the candidate had lived without 
reproach, and had never forfeited his baptifmal innocence. In 
1274, he was called by pope Gregory X. to the fecond general 
eouneil of Lyons, aflembled for the union of the Greeks, &c. In 
I27£, he was canonically chofen bilhop of Hereford by the chapter 
©f that church, and all his opposition having been fruitlefs, confe- 
crated in Chrifl-Church, in Canterbury (a). 

Our faint was fenfible how great a fupply of virtues was neceffary 
ffo qualify him worthily to difcharge the duties of his exalted na- 
tion in the church, and redoubled his fervour in the practice of all 
the means of acquiring this high perfection. A fovereign contempt 
of the world made him reliih the fweetnefs of holy retirement, in 
which, and in the functions of his miniftry, he placed all his 
delight. God was to him all in all ; and he maintained his 
iteart in perpetual union with him by prayer and holy medita- 
tion. He fubdued hi9 flelh with fevere falling, watching, and 
£ rough hairfhirt, which he wore till his death, notwithstanding 
the cholicks and other violent pains and lickne/Tes with which he 
was afflicted many years for the exercife of his patience. His zeal 
for the church feerned to have no bounds ; and fuch was his cha- 
rity, that he feerned born only for the relief of his neighbour both 
Spiritual and temporal. He ufually called the poor his brethren > 
and treated them as fuch both at table and with his purfe. No re- 
viling language or ill treatment could ever provoke him to anger : 
his enemies he always treated with refpect and tendernefs, and 
would never bear the leaft word which might feem to reflect on them 
or any others. No one could more fcrnpuloufly fhun the very flia- 
dow of detraction. He defended the lands and privileges of his 
church with undaunted refolution, as appeared in liis fuits againfl 
Gilbert de Clare, the king's fon- in-law, the powerful carl of Glo- 
cefler, againit Llewilin prince of Wales, Roger lord Clifford, 
and his primate John Peckam archbifhop of Canterbury. That 
metropolitan had laid certain injunctions on the biftiops fubject to 
his jurifdiction, which were an incroachment on their rights, but no* 
hiflorian has recorded in what they confined. St. Thomas, though 
chreefcore years of age, was pitched upon by his brethren to un- 
dertake a journey to Rome, to lay their grievances before pope 
Nicholas IV. The fame of his fanctity alone fufliced to procure 
him a moft favourable reception. After a fucccftful difpatch of 

his 

(a) From him the bifhop* of Hereford have always borne the- 

arms of the Cantelupes, three Icopartfs heads, jeafunt ; and thruq 
jJower-dc-lis, Or. 
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his bufinefs, he made hafte homewards, finding certain diftemper£ 
with which he was afflicted to increafe upon him. His love of 
concealment has hid from us the great proofs of virtue and wifdora 
ivhich he gave in this journey, which are only mentioned in general 
terror, but are enregiftered in heaven, with the additional lull re of 
his humility- His iicknefs flopped him on his road at Montefiaf- 
cone in Tufcany. He received the 1 ail facr amen ts with incredible 
cheerfulnefs and devotion, and made the fufFerings and death of 
his Redeemer the conftant fubject. of his pious and fervent prayer, 
an which he calmly gave up the ghoft, in the fixty^third year of his 
age, on the 25th of Auguft, in 12S2 He was -buried fix days af- 
ter in the church of the mona£lery of St. Severus, near Old Flo- 
rence, and his funeral oration was fpoke by a cardinal. His bones 
feparated from the fiefh, were, with his head and heart, foon after 
carried to Hereford, and enfhrined with great honour in the chapel 
of oar Lady, in his Cathedral. Edmund, earl of Cornwall, iba 
to Richard, king of the Romans, who had been the greateft ad- 
mirer of his fanctity during his life, procured his head, and de- 
polited it in a coftly fhrine in a monaftery which he founded in his 
honour at Afhridge in Buckinghamshire. Jn 1287, his remains at 
Hereford were translated with great pomp in the prefence of king 
Edward III. and laid in a marble tomb by the Eali wall of th<? 
North crofs ifle in the fame cathedral. Innumerable roanifefl mi- 
racles were wrought through his merits, of which feveral a u then* 
tick relations were recorded, fome of which may be feen in Suriua, 
others in Capgrave. In the original acts of his canonization, pre- 
ferved in the Vatican library, is found an account of four hundre4 
and twenty-nine miracles, approved by the bifhops and others, 
deputed by his Holinefs ' commiffioners for that purpofe, and 
by four publick notaries. Thefe brought on his canonization, 
which was performed by pope John XXII, in 1310, perhaps on 
the 2d of October, on which day his principal feftival was ob- 
ferved. The late author of his life afcribes the fudden ceafing of 
a raging peftiJence at Hereford, a little before he wrote, to the in- 
tercemon of this faint, implored by a private proceffion. Dr; 
Brown-Willis thinks his feflival was kept at Hereford on the 9th of 
October, becaufe "the great fair is held there on that day, and was 
cftablifhcd in his honour : but it was on the octave day of hi* 
feftival, that the proceffion of the chapter, &c. was made with 
great pomp. The monument of St. Thomas ltill remains in the 
cathedral at Hereford ; but the infeription is torn off, — Sec the act 3 
of his canonization, the accurate .Nicholas Trevct, ad an. 1 282- 
Mat. Paris, Capgrave, Harpsfield, his modern life collected by 
11. S. S. J. 1674, and Dr. Brown- Willis's Antiquities of Here- 
ford. 

St. Li- odegar ius, called in French Legcr, B. M. St. Lcode- 
garius was born about the year 6*6, being of the firft quality a- 
juiong the French. His parents brought him very young to tlictr 
court of king Clotaire II. (Ton of Fred ego n da) who reigned firlt 
in Neuftria ; but in the year 614, the thirty-firf) of his reign, having 

fi;aken Sigobert prifoncr, and put to death his mother Urutiehault, 

became 



1 



4<5 St. LEODEGAR1US, B. M. Odir. a J 

became king of all France, in the fame manner that his grandfa-r 
ther Clotaire had been. This prince kept the young nobleman 
but a fhort time at Court before he fent him to Dido, his uncle by 
the mother's fide, biihop of Pollers, who appointed a prieft of 
great learning to inftruct him in literature, and fbme years after" took 
him into his own palace to finifh his education himfelf. Leodega- 
xius made great progrefs in learning, but jnuch greater in the fci- 
ence of the faints. To walk in the pretence of God, and to be 
perfect are things infeparable, according to the teftimony of God 
himfelf (i). It was by this conftant union of his heart with God^ 
joined with the practice of felf-denml and humility, that Leodega- 
rius attained in his youth the perfection of the faints. In confide- 
ration of his extraordinary abilities arid merir, his uncle difpenfed 
with the canons, and ordained him deacon when he was only 
twenty years old, and foon after made him archdeacon, and in- 
truded him with the government of his whole diocefs, JLeode- 
garius was tall, handfome, prudent, eloquent, and generally be- 
loved. The monaftery of St. Maxentius (<s), in the diocefs of 
Poitiers, having loft its abbot, Leodegarius was obliged by his 
uncle to take upon him the government of that great abbey, which 
he held fix years with great reputation of prudence and fanctity ; 
and he was a considerable benefactor to this monaftery. Cloyis.II* 
king of Neuftria and Burgundy, dying in 656, left three fons, 
Clotaire, Childeric and Theodoric, all under age. Clotaire III. 
was proclaimed king, and his mother St. Bathildes, found refs of 
the two great abbies of Corbie and Chelles, was regent, being af- 
filed in the government by Erchinoald,- mayor of the palace, and 
the holy bifhops St a Eligius, St. Owen, and St. Leodegarius. The 

fame 

(1) Gen. xvii. 1. 



{a) St. Maventius was a na- 
tive of Agde in Provence, where 
he was born of a noble family 
in 447, and chrifiened by the 
name of Adjutor. He had his 
education under an holy abbot 
near Agde, and made great pro- 
grefs in virtue and learning. 
Many looked upon him as del- 
tine d to 1 he epifcopal character : 
but it was his ambition to live 
unknown to men. In the ii r 11 
retreat that he attempted, he 
was di {covered, and brought 
back by his friends. In a fecond 
he changed his name for that of 
JVkixcntius, and concealed him- 
felf in the monatlcry of .St. A- 
gapitus in Poifou, whom he fuc- 



ceeded in the** government of 
that abbey, which the reputa- 
tion of his fanctity and miracles 
rendered famous. The army of 
king Clovis marching again/t 
the Vifigoths whom it defeated 
at Vouglai in Poitou, was pre- 
fer ved by his prayers : which 
miracle procured him the cite em 
and protection of that great 
king. St. Maxen this died, as he 
had foretold, in 515, on the 
26th of June, on which day 
his feilival is kept. The abbey 

and a town win eh hns been fined 
built near it, bear his name. — * 
Sec his life in Mabill. 7>V- 
«e(/. T. i. p. 57ft, and Sc. Gre- 
gory of Toury, ll'ilh I, 1, c> 37* 
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fame 'of this laft having reached the court whilfl he governed his 
abbey in Foitou, he was called to the palace by Clotaire III. and 
St. Bathildes, and in 659 nominated bifhop of Autun. That fee 
had been vacant two years, whilft the diocefs was miferably torn 
afunder by oppofite factions, not without efFufion of blood. The> 
prefence of Leodegarius quieted all difiurbances, and reconciled 
the parties. He took care to relieve all the poor, inftruc~ted his 
clergy, frequently preached to his people, and adorned the 
churches, beautifying them with gildings and rich plate. He re- 
paired the baptiftery of his cathedral with great magnificence,, 
caufed the relicks of St.Symphorian to be brought back thither, and 
repaired the walls of the city. In a diocefan fynod which -he held 
at Autun in 670 (2) he enacted many canons for the reformation 
of manners, of which fome only have reached us which chiefly re- 
gard the monaftick order. He fays, that if the monks were all 
what they ought to be, their prayers would preferve the world from 
publick calamities. By thefe ordinances they are enjoined to ob- 
serve the canons and the rules of St. Bennet ; to labour in common, 
and to exercife hofpitality : are forbid to have property in any 
thing, and to go into cities, unlefs upon the bulinefs of the mo- 
naftery ; and in this cafe are commanded to have a letter from their 
abbot directed to the archdeacon. The faint had fat ten years when 
king Clotaire III. died in 669. Upon this news he polled to court, 
where one part of the lords declared for Childeric who then reign- 
ed in Auftrafia with great prudence ; but Ebroin procured Theo- 
doric to be proclaimed king, and made himfelf mayor of his pa- 
lace. But fo odious was the tyrrany of this minilter that the 
contrary party foon after prevailing, Childeric was acknowledged 
king, who had put Ebroin to death if St. Leodegarius and fome 
other bifhops had not interceded that his life might be fpared. Ha 
ivas fiiorn a inonk at Luxeu, and Theodoric at Sc. Dennis's. Chil- 
deric II. governed well fo long as heliiiened to the advice of St. 
Leodegarius, who had fo great a fhare in publick affairs in the be~ 
ginning of this reign that in fbme writings he is ilyjed mayor of 
the palace. The icing being young and violent, at length aban-* 
doned himfelf to his pleafures, and mairicd his uncle's daughter, 
ht. Leodegarius admoniflied him ftril in fecrct, and finding this 
without erfecl reproved him publickly. Wulioacie who was for 
fome time mayor of the palace, attempted to render the faint's fi- 
delity fufpedtcd, and feveral courtiers inccjfed the king again It him 
lb that he was baniihed to Luxeu, where Ebroin made him a pro- 
mife of conllant fricndfliip. Childeric having can led a ncbiemaa 
called Bodilo to be publickly fcotirged, was Jlain by him at the 
head of. a confpiracy of his nobility, with his queen and ("on .Dago- 
bert, an infant, in 673. Theodoric, his brother, leaving Nun- 
linn, and Dagobert, fon of Sigebert II. war. loenlled from TicJ.'ukI 
whither he had been baniflicd, and was acknowledged king of Au- 
ilrafia. St. Leodegarius was icllorcd 10 his fiv, and received at 
Autun with the greateil honour and rejoicings. Jij;roin left Luxou, 

and 

(?.) Cone. T. 6. p, 536. 
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and being provoked that Leudefius was made mayor of the palace, 
under pretence of a conference, murdered him, and fecting up a 
pretended fon of Clotaire III. under the name of Clovis, for king, 
lent an army into Burgundy, which marched firft to Autun. St. 
Leodegarius would not fly, but diftributed his plate and other 
moveables among the poor, and made his will, by which he gave 
certain eftates to his church (6). He then ordered a fall of three 
days, and a general proceffion, in which the crofs, and the relicks 
of the faints were carried round about the walls. At every one of 
the gates the good bifhop proftrated himfelf, and befought God 
with tears, that if he called him to martyrdom, his flock might not 
fuiFer any thing. He then called all the people together into the 
church, and afked pardon of all thofe whom he might have offended 
by too great feverity. When the enemy came up, the people fhuC 
their gates, and made a ftout defence all that day. But St. Leode- 
garius faiid to them : " Fight no longer. If it is on my account 
*' they are come, I am ready to give them fatisfaclion. Let ug 
* fi fend one of our brethren to know what they demand." The army 
was commanded by Vaimer, duke of Champagne, who had with 
him Diddon, formerly bifhop of Challons upon the Saone, who 
had been canonically depofed for his crimes. Diddon anfwered the 
citizens of Autun, that they would florin the town unlefs Leode- 
garius was delivered up to them ; and they all took an oath of alle- 
giance to Clovis, for he fwore to them that Theodoric was dead. 
Leodegarius publickly declared he would rather fuffer death, than 
fail in his fidelity to his prince. The enem/ continuing to prefs 
upon the city with fire and fword, he took leave of all the brethren ; 
and having firfl received the holy communion, marched boldly out 
of the town, and offered himfelf to his enemies, who having 
feized on his perfon, pulled out his eyes. This he endured with- 
out fuffering his hands to be tied, or venting the leaft groan, flng- 
ing pfalms all the while. The citizens made their fubmiflion, that 
they might not be all carried away captives. Vaimer carried St Leo- 
degarius to his own houfe in Champagne, whilft his army pro- 
ceeded to Lyons, intending to take that city, and feize upon St. 
Genefius, the archbifhop ; but the inhabitants defended that great 
city fo well; that they were obliged to retire, and St. Genefius died 
in peace on the ill of November, 677, being fucceeded by St. Lam- 
bert, who had been elected abbot of Fontenellc, upon the death of 
St. Vandrille. Ebroin, who had marched into Neuflria, fent an 
order that Leodegarius fhould be led into a wood, and there left 
to perifh with hunger, and that it fhould be publifhed that he was 
drowned. When lie was aim oft ftarved, Vaimer took pity of him, 
and brought him to his houfe. He was fo moved by his difcourfe, 
that he returned him the money he had taken from the church of 
Autun, which St. Leodegarius fent thither to be diftributed amon 
the poor. Ebroin growing jealous of Vaimer's power, contrive 

him 



(£) This will is extant in Comtek Annals ad an. 666, Sec 
Mabill. Annal. 1. 16. n. 36, &c. 



Oa.2. Sr. LEODEGARIUS, B.M. 49 

him to be ordained fome time after bifhop of Troyes, and foot* 
after caufed him to be tormented and hanged. Diddon was alfo 
.baniflied by him, and afterwards put to death. St. Leodegarius waa 
dragged through a marmy ground, and very rough roads, where the 
folds of his feet were cut with /harp ftones; his tongue was maimed, 
and his h'ps cutoff; after which he was delivered into the hands 
of count Varinguius, to be kept by him in fafe cuflody. This count 
honoured him as a martyr, took him into his own country, and 
placed him in the monaftery of Kefcan, or Fecamp, in Normandy, 
founded by himfelf. The faint remained there two years, and his 
wounds being healed, he continued to fpeak, as it was thought, 
miracdoufly. He inftrucled the nuns, offered every day the holy" 
facrifice, and prayed almofr. without ceafing. Ebroin having ufurped 
- by violence the dignity of mayor of the palace to Theodoric, and 
bfing .abfoJute matter in Neuttria and Burgundy, pretended a de- 
. fire to revenge the death of king Childeric, and falfely accufed 
fct. Leodegarius and his brother Gairin of having concurred to it.- 
They were brought before the king and the lords, and Ebroin 
loaded them with reproaches. Sc. Leodegarius told him, he would 
foon lofe that dignity which he had ufurped. The two brothers 
were fcparated, and Gairin was tied to a poft, and Honed to death* 
During his execution he repeated thefe words : *■ Lord Jefus Chrift, 
" who camelf. not only to call the juft, but finners, receive the foul 
" of thy fervant, to whom thou halt granted a death like that of 
" the martyrs. 1 ' Thus he continued in prayer till he expired, 
St Leodegarius could not be condemned till he had been depofed 
in a fy nod. In the mean time he wrote a confolatory letter to his 
mother Sigrades, who was then become a nun in the monaftery of 
our Lady at Soiffons. In it he congratulates with her upon her 
happy retreat from the world, comforts her for the death of his 
hi other Gairin, faying that ought not to be a fubject of grief to 
them which was an occafion of joy and triumph to the angels : he 
fpeak; of himfelf with furprifing conftancy and courage, and fear- 
ing Idt file might be tempted to harbour any fentiment of refent- 
nieuc againfl their unjuft perfecutors, fpeak s of the forgivenefs of 
-encmii.-s with a tendcrnefs and charity altogether heavenly. He 
teila her, that fince Chrifl fet the divine example by praying on 
the crofs for his murderers, it mull be eafy for us to love our ene- 
mies and perfecutors. This letter is the cfFufion of a heart burn- 
ing w'nh charity, and overflowing with the deepell fen ti incurs of all 
.Chnllian virtues. The ilylc is truly worthy a great martyr upon the 
point of confummating his facrifice to God, and fpeaks a language 
winch penetrates the heart with irs holy million. Though there is> 
in u no other arc than that which charity naturally produced, it i<* 
w nc with fpirit, and fhuws that we have reafon to regret the lols of 
the icrnions which he preached to his people during rhe ten years 
'that he governed his church in peace. At length Ebroin caufed Sr. 
Leodegarius to be brought to the palace, where he had aflcmbicd 
a (mall number of bittiops whom he had gained, that he might be 
depofed by their fentencc, though they could not cunllitutc a legal 
tyuod, to which a canonical convocation, by letter or function <>f 
• Vol, IY, E the 
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the meftrapoHtstt or primate is required within the limits of his jurif- 
dx&io*u The faint was prelXed to own himieif privy to the death 
afCk&lcric; butt he coaftantly denied it, calling God to wimefs 
tka£ «e vrzs innocent Thofe that were prefent rent his tunick from 
zap to (lairofiK, which was intended for a mark of his depofition. 
T'&en he was delivered into the hands of Chrodobert, count of the 
paiJace T Co put to death. Ebroin fearing left he fhould be ho- 
noured as a martyr, ordered him to be led into a wood, and there 
executed, ar.d buried in fome deep pit, and the place covered in 
fach a manner that it could never be known. Chrodobert was fo 
irtcved with the exhortations and holy deportment of the martyr, 
that he couid not hear to fee him put to death ; but ordered four 
oftcers to execute the fen te nee. The count's wife wept bitterly ; 
but the faint comforted her, and aflured her that God would blefs 
her for her charity if (he took care of his interment. The four 
executioners carried him into a foreft, where net being able to find 
a pit, they at length (lopped, and three of them fell at his feet, 
begging hirn to forgive them. He prayed for them, and afterward, 
when he faid he was ready, the fourth cut off his head. The 
wife of count Chrodobert caufed the faint to be interred in a 
fraall oratory, at a place called Sarcin, in Artois : but three years 
after his body was removed to the monallery of St. Maxentius, in 
Poitou ; for a contention arifing between St. Vindician, bithop of 
Arras, and the bifoops of Autun and Poitiers, which mould pofTefs 
his relicks, by drawing three billets laid on an altar, they fell to the 
Share of the laft. He was martyred in 678, in the foreft of lveline, 
now calied St. Legers Wood, in the diocefs of Arras, near the 
borders of that of Cambray. Many miracles were wrought at the 
tomb of this faint, and a great r.umber of churches were built in 
his honour. Few faints a<e more reverenced in many parts of 
France than this martyr (<-). — See ihe life of St. Leodegarius compiled 

by 

(c) As for the tyrant Ebroin, Ebioin was himfelf afTaflinatcd 
he fecmed to grow every day in 688, and was fucceeded by 
more and more jealous and fu- four fhoitlived mayors of the 
rious. Dagobertll. gained ground palace in Neultria and Burgundy. 



in Auftrafia, and about the year Duke Pepin of Hcriilal, or Her- 

676. quite outed the pretended Hal, (grandfon of Pepin, furnamcd 

Clevis whom Ebroin had fee up the Old, and father of Charles 

to dilputc that crown with him. Marel, and grandfather of Pc~ 

Dagobert II. was ajfaflinated in pin the Short, king of France) 

by whofe death Theodoric was attacked by Theodoric 111. 

expected to become king of Au- but defeated him, and that prince 

Jlrafia, and the whole French law himfelf reduced to the ne- 

znonarchy. ftut the inhabitants ceffuy of ccnltituting him mayor 

of Aulirafia dreading to fall un- of the palace for the whole 

der the tyranny of Kbroin, chofe French monarchy in ^90, a little 

Pepin and Martin dukes of ihoir before his death King Theo- 

country, and had for fome lime doric III. was buried in the 

no king, though Theodoric abbey of 6it. Ycdail, ac Arras, 

took the title. (Sce.AAw. <te which he had munificently en- 

tsktiJ, iUi Udla L(ttres i 1\ 6.) do wed. 
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by an anonymous monk of St. Symphorian's at Autun, who had 
been an eyewimefs to many of the faint's anions, and wrote very 
foon after the U inflation of his relicks. Alfo the life of this faint 
wrote in a more elegant ftyle, by Urilnus, a monk, at Poitiers, 
who icceived nib account from eyewitniffes. Both thefe lives are 
publifhed by Du Chefne, Hijl^rite Ftancoum coetunei. T. 4. p. 600, 
625 and Mabillon, A3 a Bened. T. 2. Both thefe authors recount 
many miracles wrought at the tranflation of this faint's relicks 3 &c. 
A third life of St. Leodegarius, wrote by a monk of Morlach, in Aa- 
ftrnfia, in the 8th or gth century, adds little that is material to the 
two former, except an account of a fuccefhon of miracles down to 
the 8th age. Seejikewife Bulteau, Htjl. de lOrd m de S. Ben. A3. 
c. 32. T. 1. /. 561, 

■ 

* 

r OCTOBER 3. 

St. DIONYSIUS the Areopagite, 

Bifhop of Athens, M. 

See Ails xvii. Tillemont. T. 2. Cave, p. 66. 

* 

THE great apoftle of the Gentiles, efieeming himfelf 
equally a debtor to the learned and to the unlearned, 
at rivecT at Athens about the year 51, feventeen years after our 
Lord's crucifixion, and boldly preached the faith in that city, 
which had been for many ages the chief feat of the mufes, 
where the chief ffudies of philofophy, oratory, and polite 
literature flourifhed. All matters belonging to- religion were, 
by an ancient law of that urate, to be determined by the great 
council of the Arcopagites ; which was 11 ill obferved. For* 
though the Athenians were 'fallen under the Roman yoke; 
yet out of regard to their learning, and to the ancient dignity 
of their republick, the Romans reflorcd to them many of their 
ancient privileges, with the name and title at leaft of their li- 
berty. St. Paul therefore was fummoncd to ^ive an account 
of his dodlrine in the Areopagus (a). The apoftle appeared 

& 2 undaunted 



(a) The Areopagus was fo 

called from The Hill of Wars, 
A^wff trclyo?, without the walla 
of Athens, where it Hood. This 

council is thought to have been 



as ancient as the Athenian na- 
tion, though vSolon gave it a new 
foim and dignity. The number 
of the members or judges was 

x\ot determined, but was fomc- 

tun*'* 
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undaunted tn that auguft and fevere afTembly of proud fages, 
though Plato To much dreaded a like examination at this tribu- 
nal, chat he on no other account difiembled his fentiments of 
the unity of God 7 and other like truths, of which he was 
hi mfe If perfectly fatished, efpecially after his travels into Egypt, 
as St. Juftin Martyr teftities (i ). St. Paul explained before 
thefe learned fenators the Chriflian maxims of repentance, 
purity of manners, the unity and omniprefence of God, his 
judgments, and the refurrc£tion of the dead. The divine 
undtion with which he delivered thefe great truths, was an elo- 
quence with which thefe m afters of philofophy and oratory 
were unacquainted. The dodtrine of the refurrecYion of the 
dead {hocked many, and was a great ftumblingblock, though 
Plato, and other eminent philofophers among them, had efta- 
blifhed many fublime fentiments with regard to the immortality 
of the foul, and the rewards and punifhments of a life to come. 
But that our flefh, which putrefies in the earth, and periihes to 
oil our fenfes, (hall by the power of God be raifed again the 
fame that dies, was what many of thefe wife men of the 
world looked upon as a dream rather than a certain truth. 
Many, however, among them were exceedingly moved with 
the fanclity and fublimity of this new doctrine, and with the 
marks of a divine mifiion with which the preacher delivered 
himfelf ; and they faid to him, they would hear him again 
upon that fubjedl on fome other day. Some whofe hearts were 
touched by a powerful grace, and who with fimplicity fought 
after the truth, not the idle gratification of curiolity, pride, or 
vanity, without delay addrciled themfelves to the apoftle, and 
received from him full fatis faction of the evidence of the di- 
vine revelation which he preached to them. Among thefe there 

was 

(i) Cohortatio ad Grarcos. 



times 200 or 500, though at firft 
only ("even. For fome time no 
one was aclm'tted anion u chiun 
who had not been Arciion that is, 
the (upreme yearly maritime of 
the commonweal ih, by whofe 
jramc the year was counted, as at 
Rome by the con In Is. Nor was 
any one to he adopted into it, 
who win not of the Jlricletl ino- 
). a 1 s , and his c o n d 1 1 c. t \v i t hou t re • 
po-mh. 'The attWnblies of this 
couir were always held in the 
•V'&lu, and the fevciity of its 
proceedings made its fentence 



extremely dreaded. The reputa- 
tion of the integrity of itsjudgoc 
procured it the higheil reflect 
and veneration, fo that its de- 
cillons were received as oracles. 
(See Rollin, Hip. AvcitiiHc^V . 4. 
p. 4.10. Potter's Ami qui lies of 
tirvee r t and F. F. Catrou and 
Rouillc Hi// Rom. J. C7 i\ 14, 
p. C»*. Alio Joan. Menrici Mai, 

P:jj\ rk G'JL'S Pauli in Or be Atbe~ 
vinJiuM, edit. an. 1727. i$ Jodni 
A'fi/dfii si e cop agtts tip . Gi on o'vium . 
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was a woman named Damaris : but the moft remarkable among 
thefe converts was Dionyfius, one of the honourable members 
or judges of this moft venerable and illuftrious fenate (£). We 
are allured by the teftimony of St. Dionyfius of Corinth (z) 9 
that St. Dionyllub the Areopagite was afterward conflituted bi- 
fhop of Athens, and that this was done by St. Paul himfelf we are 
informed by the Apoftolical Conftitutions, by Ariftides cited by 
Ufuard, and by feveral ancient martyrologifts. Ariftides quoted 
by Ufuard, and St. Sophronius of Jerufalem, ftyled him a 
martyr. The Greeks, in their menologies, tell us that he 

E 3 was 

(2) Ap. Euf. Hift. 1. 3. c. 4. 1. 4. c. 23. 



(b) During the three firfr. ages 
it was an ufual reproach of the 
Heathens, that the Chriftians 
were poor miferable perfons. See 
Celfus (ap. Ortg. 1. 3. n. 4.) Ce- 
cilius (ap. Min. Fe/ic.) Lucian 
{ Dial, de Morte Peregrinz, n . 12.) 
&c. This the Chriftian apolo- 
gias allow in part : but fome- 
times teflify, that there were 
among them perfons illuftrious 
for their birth, dignities, and 
learning. See Origen (/. 3. ad<v. 
Celf. ?j. 49. ed. Ben.) Tertullian 

(Apolog. c. 37. ad Scap, c. 4.) Sec. 

Jofeph of Arimathca, INicode- 
mus, Gamaliel, the Eunuch of 
queen Candace, St Barnabas &c. 
were Jews of birth and fortune. 
Among the Gcntiles,king Abgar, 
the proconful Sergius Paulus, 
St. Tecla, and thofe whom St. 
Paul fainted in the houfe of Nero 
are early in (lances that feveral 
perfons of rank embraced the 
faith. Flavins Clemens, Mavia 

Domitilla, and Glabrio who had 
been Trajan's collogue in the 
magiftracy, St. Nazarius, mar- 
tyr under Nero, (fee Tillem. 

T.2. p 93 ) the fcnatorApolIonius, 
St. Felicicas and her feven fons, 
and many other martyrs, lhew 
the fame. It is indeed clear from 
l Cor. i. 26. that the number of 

fucli tliat caiue over to the faiih 
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when it was firfl preached, was 
fmall in proportion to the mul- 
titude of converts. The reafon 
is alligned by La&antius : '* More 
among the poor believe the 
word of God than among the 
rich, who are bound down by 
many impediments, and are 
chained fail flaves to covet- 
oufnefs and other paflions, fo 
that they are not able to look 
up towards heaven, but have 
their mind bowed down and 
fixed on the earth." Inftit. 
7. c. 1. p. 5 17. The Pagans 
called the Chrillians poor, though 
many were fuch only by choice. 

Nec de ulti??ia plebe conjijlimus, fi 
honor es weft rot et purpuras rtenja- 
tnui. Minucius Felix in Ofla*v. 
p. 311. That the firll preachers 
of the faith were ftrangers to 
prophanc learning was a demon- 
illation of the finger of God in 
its cllabliflimcnt. Sec John La- 

mius,D< Erndit. sIp*J} 0 L an 1 73ft. 

Yet in the 2d age many fcholars 
of the firfl rank became cham- 
pions of Chrillianity ; witnefs 
Quadratic, Ariftides, Juflin Mar- 
tyr, Mclito, Athenagoras, Fan- 
ircnus, &c. In the 3d, Clement 
of Alex. Tertullian, Origen, 
I-leracIas, Dionyfius, Minuci«fl 
Felix, &c. 
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■was burnt alive for the faith at Athens (c). His name occurs 
in ancient calendars on the 3d of October, The cathe- 
dral 



^ (c) Hilduin, abbot of St. Den- 
iris, in 814, wrote his ^zfreopage* 
tka, in which, upon the autho- 
rity of fpurious and fabulous re- 
cords, he pretends, that St. Dio- 
jiyftus, the firft biihop of Paris, 
is civ; fame perfon with ihe Areo- 
pagite: of which miftake fome 
traces are found in certain other 
writings. TJris opinion was un- 
known before the 9th century, nor 
was it thought of even by the 
monk who v. rote the life of Sc. 
Dionyfius of Paris in 750. in a 
great number of ancient martyro- 
logies the feftivals of thefe two 
fain ts are m en tioned as o n two diffe- 
rent days, and the place and cir- 
cumstances of their martyidoms 
are diftinguihhed. Jn ancient bre- 
viaries, mifTals, calendars and 
litanies the apofde of France is 
placed after the faints that 
fuffered under Marcus Aurelius 5 
;and we are a flared by St. Gre- 
gory of. Tours, and other au- 
thentick monuments, that he 
only arrived in Gapl in 250. 
The author of the life of St, 
Tufcian, Kulbeit of Chartres, 
and l.ethaldus, diftinguifh the 
two DionyfiuiCb See this fully 
proved t>y F. Sirmond, D'ff- de 

J^uobus Diunyf. T. 4. Op. p. 3^4- 

and Dr. Lanoy, in cxprefs dif 
fertations,. Morinuo, /. be O'dma* 

tiombttSt part z. c: 2. Gerard 
Bu Bois, /-/ Jl. Led. Paris. L 1 . 
c. 3. Dom Dionyfius, r?v S. 
Mart be , Gultia Cbtiflinna Nova, 

% 7. p. 6. THlcmont, l\ 4 

Jt is adopted in the Harts, Scm, 
;aml other French breviaries ; alfo 
by Orfi, Mamachi, and the moil 
accurate and hue hiAorians in 
France, Italy, or other coun- 
tries 



The works which have gone 
under the name of the Areopa- 
gite, at leaft ever flnce the 6th 
century, connft of a .book, Con- 

cerning the C.ehjiiah Hierarchy ; 
another Of the Ecclefiaftical Hie- 
rarchy \ a treatife, Of the Divine 
Names ; another, QfMyftkal Di- 
vinity ; and ten epiftles, whereof 
the four firil are written to the 
monk Caius, the fifth to Doro- 
theus, the fixth to Sofipater, the 
fevenrh to biftiop Polycarp, the 
eighth to the monk Demophilus, 
the ninth to. bifhop Titus, and 
the tenth to St. John. They are 
maintained to be the genuine 
works of the Areopagite, in ex- 
prefs differtations, by Dom 
Claude David, a Maurift monk, 
in 1702; by Dom Bernard of 
Sept-Fonds, under the name of 
Adrian, in 1708 ; F. Honoratus 
of St. Mary, a Carmelite friar, 
in 1720, &c". But it is now the 
opinion almoit generally received 
among the learned, that they 
are fuppofititious, and were com- 
piled only in the 5th century. 
Their tf./le is fuelling, lofty, 
and figurative ; they are written 
with care and ftudy, and with a 
gieat deal of artifice in the po- 
lishing and difpofltion of the pe- 
riods, and in the ex ad method 
which is oblervcd in the order of 
the arguments. The doftrine 
contained in them 16 every where 
orthodox 5 and though fome parts 
arc ab drafted and fubtle, the 
works are ufoful. The full un- 
contravened work in which they 
are mentioned, is the conference 
between the Scvcrians (a feci of 
Eutychians) and the Catholicks, 
held in the emperour juili man's 

palace, in 532, in which thefe 

he- 
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drai of SoifTons 3s in pofTeffion of his head, which lya* 
brought thither from Conftantinople in 1205, P°P^ Inn<>- 

E 4 cent 



hereticks quoted them. St. Maxi- 
rous and other writers in the fol- 
lowing ages made frequent ufe of 
them. The author of the let- 
ters unjuflifiably perforates theA- 
reopagite, as is manifeft from 
the feventh, in which he fays he 
obferved, at Heliopolis the mi- 
raculous eclipfe which happened 
at the death of Chrift. In the 
eighth, it is faid the monk De- 
mophilus had treated harfhly 
and expelled out of the fanctuary 
a prieft and a penitent layman, 
becaufe he found the latter con- 
feffing his fins there to him. 
The author of the letter reproves 
him feverely, becaufe the prieft 
was his fuperiour, and becaufe 
he ought not to have fhewn 
fuch inhumanity to a penitent 
llnner. Upon which occafion he 
relates, that when a zealous paf- 
tor f named Carpus, was weary 
in endeavouring in vain to re- 
claim an obftinate finner, Chrift 
in a virion mildly rebuked him, 
telling him, he was ready to die 
a fecond time for the faivation 
of finners. In the book, On the 
Heavenly Hierarchy* the nine 
choirs of angels, and their dif- 
ferent functions, are explained, 
with feveral fubtle queitions 
concerning them. The author 
fa.s, that one of their functions 
is to fing without ceafing, Holy* 

holy, boh* the "Lord God of 
boj/s; all the earth is full of thy 

glory. Which is f»id alio by St. 
Athanalius and St. Gregory Na- 
zianzen (Or. 38 ). The book, 
On the Ecdefiaftital Hierarchy is 
much more ufeful ; for in it arc 
explained the ceremonies of bap- 
tifni, of the mafs, confocration 

of (he holy chrifm, the ordina- 



tion of a bifliop, prieft, and dea- 
con, the manner of blelTing a 
monk, and the burial of the 
dead, in which the bifhop prays 
for the remimon of the fins of 
the perfon deceafed. The author 
adds, that prayers are only ufe- 
ful to thofe who died well. In. 
the beginning of this book he 
recommends to Timothy, to 
whom it is addrefTed, to keep 
fecret all he fhall fay to him, and 
not to difcover any thing con- 
cerning our myfteries, except to 
thofe who have been baptized. 
And chap. 7. he fays, he had not 
fet down the words of any of 
the f acred confecrations and blef- 
fings, becaufe it was not lawful 
to commit them to writing, left 
they lliould be divulged, and ex- 
pofed to be profaned. He men- 
tions the fign of the crofs ufed 
in facred ordinations and confe- 
crations. In the treatife, On the 
divine names, many epithets and 
names given to the thive Divine 
Perfons in the Trinity arc ex- 
pounded. In that, On myjlical 
Divinity \ the author, after hav- 
ing invoked the fuccour of the 
Holy Trinity, and prayed to be 
raifed to that eminent degree in 
which God difcover 5 his divine 
fecrets to pure fouls : he teaches 
Timothy, that it is only by the 
difengagement of the affections 
from all fenfible tin hps. and 
from the inordinate love of our- 
felves, that we can be raifed 10 
the contemplation of the divine 
obicurily, that is, the incompre- 
henfiblc Godhead. He admo- 
liiihes him 1:0c 10 divulge this 
myftical theology in the pre fence 
of thofe that cannot perfuade 

thcmfulvcu (hat theyeis any 
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cent III. fent to the abbey of St. Dennis, hear Paris, the body 
of this faint, w-hich had been tranflated from Greece to Rome. 

We 



above natural and fenftble ob- 
jects ; and who being plunged in 
worldly affe&ions, and material 
things, have not as yet acquired 
a purity of foul by the ftudy of 
mortification, and the exsreife 
of virtues. He repeats a faying 
as of St. Bartholomew, that, 
*' Theology is both copious and 
fhort; the gofpel is an abridg- 
* c ed word, yet diffufive and of 
* l boundlefs extent." It is cer- 
tain that this author had learned 
£rom the leffons of fome fincere 
and true contemplatives, feveral 
jult notions and ufeful maxims 
concerning myftical theology ; 
though he fometimes mixes cer- 
tain notions, and ufes terms bor- 
rowed from the Placoniclc philo- 
sophy, as St. Francis of Sales 
Ttifes fome taken from the modern 
tfcholaftick Ariftotelian philofo- 
r»hy. By this term of myitical 
theology we are not to under- 
stand any acquired habit or fai- 
ence, fuch as fyeculative theo- 
logy is, but an experimental 
knowledge and relifh of God, 
which is not acquired, and which 
mo one can fee himfelf to ob- 
tain, but to which a foul is raif- 
ed by God in prayer or contem- 
plation. Or it is a Hate of fuper- 
natural paffivc prayer, in which 
a foul which has previoufly cru- 
cified in horfclf earthly a J lec- 
tions, and being difengaged 
from worldly things, and exor- 
ci fed in heavenly convcrfation, 
is raifed to God in fuch a man- 
tier that her powers are fixed on 
Turn without reafonino;, and with- 
out corporeal image.-; painted by 
the imagination. In this Hate 
by tlio mod fervent quiet prayer, 
and an internal view of the mind, 
Hie beholds God as an immenfe 



eternal light, and in an ecftafy 
contemplates his infinite good- 
nefs, love, and other adorable 
perfections : and in this opera- 
tion all her affections and powers 
feem tranformed into him by 
fweet love, fhe either remaining 
in the quiet prayer of pure 
faith, or employing her affec- 
tions in the moll ardent ads of 
praife, adoration, &c. Our au- 
thor thus defcribes this Hate (Ecel* 
Hier. c. i.): " The fovereign 
" bleftednefs of God, the very 
" eHence of the divinity, the prin- 
" ciple of deification, by which 
'* thofe are deified that are to be 
c * raifed to this gift of union, has 
44 bellowed on men the gift of 
** my Hick theology, in a fpiri- 
" tual and immaterial manner, 
*• not by moving them exteri- 
" ourly to divine things, but by 
" infpiring their will t'nteriourly, 
" by the irradiation of a lively 
" and pure faith." We are af- 
fured by thofe who treat of this 
Hate, that no one who has not 
learned it by fome degree of ex- 
perience, can form a notion of 
it, any more than a blind man 
can conceive an idea of colours, 
or one undcriland Hebrew who 
has not learned fomething of that 
language, fays St. Bernard. Let 
no one aim at, or defire it; let 
no one dwell on it, or take any 
complacency in himfelf about it ; 
for fuch a difpofition lends to 

firide, prcfumption, and fatal il- 
ufion. ]|3ur let every one lludy 
in every Hate through which 
God fli all be pic a fed to conduit 
him, and by every means, to 
improve himfelf in fimplicity of 
heart, fincere profound humility, 
and pure and fervent charity. 
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We admire in this glorious faint, and other illuftrious primi- 
tive converts, the wonderful change which faith produced 
in their fouls. It not only enlightened their understandings, 
difcovering to them new fields of the moft fublime and impor- 
tant knowledge, and opening to their meditation the boundlefs 
range of eternity, and of the infinite riches of the divine good- 
nefs, juftice, and mercy ; but it alfo exerted the moft powerful 
influence upon their wills. A fpirit of the moft fincere and 
profound compunction and humility was created in them, 
with a perfect contempt of the world, and all earthly things, 
and an entire difengagement of their hearts from all in- 
ordinate attachment to creatures. The fire of pure and ardent 
charity was alfo kindled in their hearts, which confumed all 
the ruft of their pafiions, and purged their affedtions. From 
thefe virtues of humility and charity, which Chrift de- 
clares to be the foundation of his fpirit in a foul, arofe an un- 
alterable meeknefs, peace, fortitude, and conftancy, with the 
whole train of virtues. Thus by their converfion to the faith, 
they were interiourly changed, and became quite new men, 
endued with a temper truly heavenly, and animated with the 
fpirit of Chrift. The light of faith fpreads its beams upon our 
fouls. Why then has it not produced the fame reformation 
and change in our wills and affections? This it cannot do 
whilft we refufe to open our hearts to this grace, and earneftly 
fet not ourfelves to remove all obftacles of felf-love and the 
paftions. Yet till this change be wrought in our affections, 
we are earthly, Grangers to the fpirit of Chrift, and want the 
mark of meeknefs and charity, by which thofe are to be 
known that belong to him. A Chriftian is not a mere name, 
or empty profeflion : it is a great and noble work : a work of 
difficulty which requires affiduous application, and continual 
pains j and in which the greater our endeavours and advances 
have been, with the greater ardour do we continually ftrive to 
advance higher towards perfection, faying with St. Paul : 
Not as though I had already attained, or were already perfect : 
hut I folio lo after. I coioit not my f elf to have apprehended. But this 
.o?ie thing I do: forgetting the things that are behind, and Jlretching 
forth myfelf to thofe that are before, I prefs towards the mark^ ttt 
.the prize of the high calling of God in Chrift Jefiis (3). 

(3) Phil. iii. 12, 13, 14. 
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On the fame DAY 

St. Gerard, Abbot. The county of Namur gave birth to this 
faint, who being nearly related to Haganon, duke of Lower 
Auilrafia, and educated in the military fervice, was preferred young 
to one of the molt honourable polls in the houlhold or palace of 
Berenger, the fovereign count of Namur, whofe court was one of 
the m or! fplendid in Chriftendom. An engaging fweetnefs of tem- 
per, and a lirong inclination to piety and devotion, gained him from 
the cradle the eiteem and affection of every one, and his courtefy and 
univerfal beneficence gave the greateft charms to virtue, and made 
it fhine forih by his whole conduci in the moft amiable light. He 
proportioned his profufr alms to the utmoft extent of his large re- 
venues and eftates, and knew no imaginary neceflities which ferve 
fo often for pretences to withhold charities, being fenfible that a 
man gains nothing by putting a cheat upon his own foul : for it is 
the truth that will judge us, which can neither be altered nor weak- 
ened by the illufions of the paffions, or by the falfe prejudices of 
men. God bleiTed his fidelity by pouring forth abundantly his 
choiceft graces upon him. Gerard was enriched by him with an 
extraordinary gift of prayer, and by this he obtained all other 
graces. Such was his ardour and afFe&ion for this heavenly exer- 
cife, that he feemed to pray every where, and at all times. One 
day, as he returned from hunting, in which diverfion he had ac- 
companied his fovereign, whilft the reft went to take fome re- 
freshment, he privately ftole into a retired chapel at Brogne, which 
was part of his own eftate, and remained there a long time in de- 
vout prayer. He found fo much interiour fweetnefs in that heavenly 
exercife, that he rofe from it with extreme regret, and faid to 
himfelf : " Wow happy are they who have no other employment 
" but to praife the Lord night and day, to live always in his fweet 
46 prcfence, and to confecrate their hearts to him without inter- 
-c ruption." To procure this happinefs for others, and this in- 
ceflant tribute and honour to the fuprejne majefty of God, he founded 
in that place feveral canonries and prebends, and built there a fair 
church in oi3. The earl his fovereign, who from the experience 
which he had of his prudence and virtue, placed in him an en- 
tire confidence, fent him to the court of France upon an impor- 
tant comrniflion. At Paris, leaving his attendants in the city, he 
retired to the abbey of St. Dennis, where he was exceedingly edi- 
ted with the fervour and folitudc of the holy monks, and carneflly 
de fired to dedicate himfelf to God in that place. For the execu- 
tion of this defign the confent of his fovereign was ncceflary; 
which upon his return to Namur he extorted from him, though with 
great difficulty. His uncle Stephen being bifliop of Tongres, he 
went thither to receive his blefling and advice, and having fettled 
his temporal affairs, went back with great joy to St. Dennis's, to 
make the facriitce of himfelf ac the foot of God's altar. During his 

noviciate he fpared no mortification and felf- denials that he might 

begin 
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> begin more perfectly to die to himfelf: without which condition 
our virtues themfelves are often falfe or imperfect, being tainted 
wkh (elf-love. For in the moft holy functions men often feek to 
pleafe themfelves rather than God, and gratify fome fubtle inordi- 
nate paflion. When we feem to propofe no other aim but God's 
glory, the deceitfulnefs of felf-love is even more dangerous, be- 
caufe lefs capable of difcovery. So long as this principle of felf- 
love refides and is cheriihed in the heart, it prompts us to conceive 
a fecret opinion of onr labours, and to feek an unwarranted delight 
in our endeavours. This {hews itfelf by our want of perfeel humi- 
lity and meeknefs, both towards others, and towards ourfelves : 
by a fecret fretfulnefs, iburnefs, or difcouragements into which we 
fometimes fall. This fource muft be cut off, otherwife it will 
eafily creep into and debafe the purity of our affections, and inten- 
sion in our religious exercifes themfelves, and will be an infuperable 
bar to our progrefs in divine love, and in the perfect union of our 
affections to God in holy prayer. Gerard, after his religious pro- 
feflion, laboured everyday with greater fervour to carry on all Chri- 
ftian virtues to their noblest heights, and eipecially thofe of humility, 
meeknefs, penance, obedience, and devout prayer, the main helps 
by which divine charity is to be made daily more pure and perfect 
in a foul. Gerard began his ftudies from the firft elements, and 
went through them with incredible patience and atfiduity. Five 
years after his profeflion he received prielily orders, though his hu- 
mility was not to be overcome in this promotion without great dif- 
ficulty. When he had lived ten years with great fervour in this 
monaitery, in 931 he was fent by his abbot to found an abbey upon 
his eftate atBrogne, three leagues from Namur. He had no foouer 
fettled this new abbey, but finding the di/fipation of receiving vui- 
tants, and of the charge of a numerous community, to break in 
too much upon his retirement, and to interrup t his prayer, he built 
himfelf a little cell near the church, and lived in it a reclufe. Gud, 
fome time after, called him again to the arrive life for the greater ad- 
vancement of his glory, and Gerard was obliged to take upon him 
the reformation of the regular canons at St. Guilhain, fix miles from 
IVlons, in which houfe he eftabiifhed the holy Order of vSt. Bennet, 
of which he bec.wnc one of the greateil ornaments and propagators. 
At the requclt t;t carl Arnold, furnamed the Great, whom the faint 
had miraculoufly cured of the Hone, and whom he had engaged 
to take up a penitential coutfe of lite, which he held to his death, 
the general infpection and reformation of all the abbeys in Flanders 
was committed to him; and he introduced anew and moil exact 
difcipline in eighteen nmnailcrics, namely, St. J J cter 1 s at Ghent, 
St. havo'b, St. Martin's at Tournay, Marciennes, Ilanon, Kho- 
nay, St. V anil's at Arrac, Turhoulr, Wormhoult at l>erg, St. Rt- 
quier's, St. Bertin's, St. Silvin's, St. Samer\;, St. Amanda, St. 
Ame's, and St. Bcrta's ; all which houfes honour him as their 
abbot and fecond patriarch. The monnfW.iies of Champagne, 
Lorrain, and Picardy alfo chofe him for tlu.ir general malfer'and 
reformer: thofe efpecially of St. Remigius of Rheims, of rVJoufon, 
and of Thin le Moutier call him to this day the reltorer ol their 

dilcipline, 
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discipline, and of the order of St. Bennet. No fatigues made the 
faint abate any thing of his ordinary aufterities, nor did his employs 
feem to interrupt the continual fweet communication of his foul 
with God. When he had fpent almoft twenty years in thefe zeal- 
ous labours, and was broken with old age, he travelled to Rome, I 
and obtained of the pope the confirmation of all the reforms which 
Jae had made (a). After his return he made a general vi lit at ion of 
all the monasteries that were under his direction ; which when he ! 
had flnilhed, he ihut himfelf up in his cell, to prepare his foul, j 
by the moft fervent exercifes of the pure love of God to go to re- 
ceive the recompence of his labours, to which he was called on the 
3d of October, in 959. The abbey of Brogne is now united to the 
biftioptick of Namur, erected by Paul IV, but the church of Brogne 
ftill pofTelTes the treafure of his relicks, and retains his name. — Seo 
his exact life in Mabillon, Ji£t. Bened. T. 7. Alfo Gramaye, in 

Jdijloria et ^ntiquitatibus comitates Namurcenjis. p. 72. 

The Two Ewalds, MM. Soon after St. Willibroxd with eleven 
companions had opened the fpiritual harveft in Frifeland, two bro- 
thers, both priefts, of the Englilh nation, followed their example, 
and went over into the country of the ancient Saxons in Weftpha- ; 
lia in Germany, to preach the gofpel to blind idolaters. They had j 
travelled into Ireland to improve themfelves in virtue and facred j 
learriing. Both were called by the fame name Ewald, or Hewald y j 
but for diftinction fake, from the colour of their hair, the one was 
called The Black, the otherThe White Ewald. The rlrft was efteemed 
snore learned in the holy fcriptures, but both feemed equally to excel 
an the fervour of devotion and holy zeal. The old Saxons in Germany j 
were at that time governed by feveral petty princes, who in time ! 
of war joined their forces, and call: lots who mould command the 
army in chief, and him the reft were bound to obey : and as foon, 
as the war was over, they were all reduced to their former condition. 
The two brothers arriving in this country, met with a certain Rew- 
ard, whom they defircd to conduct them to his lord. All the way 
they were conftantly employed in prayer and in finging pfalms and 
facred hymns, and every day offered the facrifice of the holy obla- 
tion, for which purpofe they carried with them facred veffels, and a 
confccrated table for an altar. The barbarians obfcrving this, and 
fearing left the preachers might prevail upon their lord to for fake 
his idols, refolved to murder them both. The White Ewald they 
killed by the fword upon the fpot ; but they inflicted on the other 
brother moll cruel torments, and at length tore him limb from 
limb. The lord of the territory being informed of this inhuman 
action, was highly incenfed, put the authors of it to the fword, 
and burnt their village. '1 he bodies of the martyrs, which had 
been thrown by the murderers into the Rhine, were difcovercd by 

an 

(/v) Mis example infpircd many others with the like zeal. In 
1079, two noblemen, named Sicher and Wahher, founded the rich 
abbey of Anchin, near Douay, in a place where St, Gordan, a 
holy hermit, had fcrved God with great edification. 
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an heavenly light which Ihone over them, and by other miracles, 
10 their companions, who were forty miles diftant from the place 
where they were martyred ; and one of them, whofe name was 
Tilmon, or as it is more corre&ly written in king Alfred's para- 
phrafe of Bede, Tilman, was admoniftied in a vifion to take them 
up. This Tilman being a perfon of high birth, had formerly been 
an officer in the Englifh army, but was then a monk, and one of 
the miluonaries in Germany. Thefe relicks, by an order of Pepin, 
duke of the French, were honourably conveyed to Cologn, where 
they are kept at this day in a gilt fiirine in the church of St. Cu- 
nibert. Their martyrdom happened in the year 693, on the 3d of 
Qftober, on which day they are commemorated in the Roman mar- 
tyrology.— See Bede, Hift. 1. 5- c. 11. Alcuin's poem on the 
Saints -of the diocefs of York, publifhed by Gale, v. 1045. 



OCTOBER 4 



St. FRANCIS of Ass isium, G* 

Founder of the Friar Minors, 



JFrom his life wrote by St. Bonaventure* zvith the notes of Scdulius* 
and F* Wadding* a learned Irijh Francifcan* who fionrijhed in 
Spain and It ah. Sec alfo F. Helyot^ Hifl. de Ordres Relig* 
T. 7. p. 1. and the life of this faint very well compiled* and 
illiijl rated with accurate DiJ/ertations, by F. Candidas Chalippe* 
jti French Recoiled* in two volumes* izmo* in 2736. 



A. D. 1226. 

TH E life of the glorious St. Francis, which was a mi- 
racle of humility, loudly condemns the wife ones of this 
.world, to whom the finccre practice of this virtue, and the 
imitation of the crofs of Chrift appears a fcandal and a folly* 
as the crofs itfclf did to the jews and Gentiles. For among 
Chriftians, they who walk enemies to the crofs, are ftrangers to 
the fpirit of Chrift, glory in vain in his name, and falfely call 
thcmiclves his followers. He communicates himfclf, and imparts 
the riches of his graces and holy love to thofe whofe hearts arc 
molt perfectly di (engaged from all earthly things, and on fouls 

yhich arc grounded in fmcw humility and (implicit^ of heart, 
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his divine fpirit refts. The bleffed St. Francis was one of 
thefe happy little ones, whom God chofe to enrich with fpiri- 
tual knowledge and heavenly gifts of virtue. He was born at 
Ailiixum, in Umbria, in the Ecclefiaflical Slate, in 1182. His 
father, Peter Bernardon, was defcended of a gentleman's fa- 
mily, originally fettled at Florence, but was himfelf a 
merchant, and lived at Aiiiflum, a town fituated on the brow of 
a hill called Afii. The faint's mother was called Pica. Both 
his parents were perfons of great probity. They were in good 
circumftances, but fo taken up with their bufinefs as to neglect 
giving their fon any tincture of learning. Their trade lying in 
part with the French, they made him learn that language ; and 
from the readinefs with which he acquired and fpoke it, he Was 
called Francis, though the name of John had been given him 
at his baptifm. In his youth he was too much led away with 
vain amufements, and was very intent on temporal gain : but 
he never let loofe the reins of his fenfual appetites, nor placed 
his confidence in worldly riches j and it was his cuftom never 
to refufe an alms to any poor man who afked it of him for the 
love of God. One day being very bufy about his affairs, he 
let a beggar go away without an alms $ but immediately re- 
proaching himfelf with want of charity, ran after the poor 
man, gave him an alms, and bound himfelf by a vow never to 
refufe it to any poor man that {hould afk it for the love of 
God : this vow he kept to his death. Francis whilft he yet 
lived in the world was meek, patient, very tractable, and 
liberal to the poor beyond what his chcumftances feemed to 
allow of. Whenever he heard the love of God named, he 
felt i/i his foul an interiour fpiritual jubiiiation. His patience 
under two accidents which befel him, contributed greatly to 
the improvement of his virtue. The one was, that in a war be- 
tween the cities of Perugia and Aflifium, he with fcvcral 
others was carried away prifoner by the Perugians. This af- 
fliction he fufTcred with ijreat alacrity, and comforted his corn- 
pan ions. The fecund was a long and dangerous ficknefr, which 
he fullered with fo great patience and piety, that by the weak- 
nefs of his body his fpirit gathered greater firength, and im- 
proved in the unction of the Holy Ghott and the divine gift 
of pi aver. After his recovery, as he rode out one day in a 
new fuit of clothes, meeting on the road a decayed gentleman 
then reduced lo poverty and very ill clad, he was touched with 
compaflion to the quick, and changed clothes with him. The 
night following he feemed to fee in his flcep a magnificent pa- 
Jace, filled with lich aims, all marked vvirh the iign of the 
crofs ; and he thought he heard one tell him that thefe arms 

belonged to him and his ' foklicrs P if they would take up the 

crofs 
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crofs and fight courageoufly under its banner. After this he 
gave himfelf much to prayer; by which he felt in his foul a 
great contempt of all tranfltory things, and an ardent defire of 
felling his goods, and buying the precious jewel of the gofpel, 
He knew not yet how he (hould beft do this, but he felt cer* 
tain ftrong infpirations, by which our Lord gave him to under- 
ftand that the fpiritual warfare of Chrift is begun by mortifica- 
tion and the victory over one's felf. Xhefe interiour motions 
awakened him, and inflamed htm every day more and more to 
defire to attain to the per feci: mortification of his fenfes, and 
contempt of himfelf. Riding one day in the plains of Affifiumt 
he met a leper whofe fores were fo loath fome, that at the fight 
of them he was ftruck with horrour, and fuddenly recoiled z 
but overcoming himfelf he alighted, and as the leper ftretched 
forth his hand to receive an alms, Francis, whilft he beftowed 
it, kitted his fores with great tendernefs. 

RefoJving with frefh ardour to aim at Chriftian per- 
fection, he had no reli(h but for folitude and prayer, and 
befought our Lord with great fervour to reveal to him his 
will. Being one day wholly abforpt in God, he feemed to 
behold Chrift hanging upon his crofs ; from which vifion 
he was fo tenderly affected, that he was never afterward 
able to remember the fufferings of Chrift without fhedding 
many tears, and from that time he was animated with an 
extraordinary fpirit of poverty, charity, and piety. He often 
vifited the hofpitals, ferved the fick, as if in them he had ferved 
Chrift himfelf, and kifled the ulcers of the lepers with great 
affection and humility. He gave to the poor fome times part of 
his clothes, and fome times money. He took a journey to 
Rome to vifit the tombs of the apoftles, and finding a multitude 
of poor before the door of St. Peter's church, he gave his 
clothes to one whom he thought to be moil in need amongft 
them ; and clothing himfelf with the rags of that poor man* 
he remained all that day in the company of thofe beggars, feel- 
ing an extraordinary cemfort and joy in his foul. Having in- 
teriourly the crofs of Chrift imprinted on his heart, he endea- 
voured carnehjy to mortify and crucify his flefh. One day as 
he was praying in the church of St. Damian without the walls 
of Aflifium before a crucifix, he feemed to hear a voice coming 
from it, which (aid to him three times ; cc Francis, go and re- 
" pair my houfo, which thou feeft falling/* The faint feeing 
that chuich was old, and ready to fail to the ground, thought 
our Lord commanded him to repair it. He therefore went 
home, and by .in aciion winch was only juflifiable by the (impli- 
cit)' of his heart, and the right of a paUncrfhip with his fa- 
ther in trade (for he \ras then twenty.-ftvc years old) took aix 

horfi^ 
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horfeload of cloth out of his father's warehoufe, and fold it, 1 
with the horfe, at Foligni, a town twelve miles from Afftfium 
The price he brought to the old poor prieft of St. Damian's, 
defiring to ftay with him. The prieft confented to his ftaying, | 
hut would not take the money, which Francis therefore laid in 
a window. His father hearing what had been done, came in a 
rage to St. Damian's, but was fomewhat pacified upon recover- 
ing his money, which he found in the window. 1 Francis, to 
£hun his anger, had hid himfelf; but, after fome days fpent in 
prayer and fatting, appeared again in the ftreets, though fo dif- 
figured and ill clad, that the people pelted him, and called 
him madman 3 all which he bore with joy. Bernardon, more 
sncenfed than ever, carried him home, beat him unmercifully, 
put fetters on his feet, and locked him up in a chamber till his 
mother Cet him at liberty while his father was gone out. 
Francis returned to St. Damian's, and his father following him 
thither, infilled that he fhould either return home, or renounce 
before the bifhop all his fhare in his inheritance, and all man- 
ner of expectations from his family. The font accepted the 
latter condition with joy, gave his father whatever he had in 
his pockets, told him he was ready to undergo more blows and 
chains for the love of Jefus Chrift, whole difciple he defired to 
oe, and cheerfully went with his father before the bifhop of Af- 
fifium, to make a legal renunciation to his inheritance in form. 
Being come into his prefence, Francis,- impatient of delays, 
while the inftrument was drawing up, made the renunciation by 
the following action, carrying it in his fervour farther than was 
required. He (tripped himfelf of his clothes, and gave them 
to his father, faying cheerfully and meekly : cc Hitherto I have 
■* called you father on earth : but now I fay with more confi- 
** dence, Our Father, who art in heaven, in whtom I place 
* c all my hope and treafure.* 1 He renounced the woild with 
greater plcafure than others can receive its favours, hoping now 
to be freed from all that which is rnoft apt to make a divifion 
in our hearts with God, or even to drive him quite out. The 
bifhop admired his fervour, covered him with his cloak, and 
ihedding many tears, ordered Conic garment or other to be 
brought in for him. The cloak of a country labourer, a for- 
vant of the bifhop, was found next at hand. The faint re- 
ceived this fir ft alms with many thanks, made a crofs on the 
garment with chalk or mortar, and put it on. "1 his happened 
in the twenty-fifth year of his age, in 1206. 

Francis went out of the billion's palace in fcarch of fome 
convenient retirement, fniging the divine praifes along the 
highways. He was met by a* hand of robbers in a wood, who 

afked him who he was. He aiUwcwd vvith confidence ; 6C I am 

" the 
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86 the herald of the great king." They beat him, and threw 
him into a ditch full of fnow. He rejoiced to have been fo 
treated, and went on finging the praifes of God. He patted by 
a monafiery, and there received an alms as an unknown poor 
man. In the city of Gubbio, one who knew him, took him into 
his houfe, and gave him an entire fuit of clothes, which were 
decent, though poor and mean. Thefe he wore two yeais 
with a girdle and (hoes, and he walked with a ftaff in his hand 
like an hermit. At Gubbio he vifited the hofpital of lepers, 
and ferved them, wafhing their feet, and wiping and klfling 
their ulcers. For the repairs of the church of St. Da mi an ^ 
he gathered alms and begged in the city of Afiiuum, where 
all had known him rich. He bore with joy the railleries and 
contempt with which he was treated by his father, brother, 
and all his acquaintance, and if he found himfelf to blufli 
upon receiving any confufion, he endeavoured to court and in- 1 
creafe his difgrace, in order to humble himfelf the more, and 
to overcome all inclinations of pride in his heart. For the 
building of St. Damian's he himfelf carried {tones, and fcjvcd 
themalons, and faw that church put in good repair. Having a 
fingular devotion to St. Peter, he next did the fame for an old 
church which was dedicated in honour of that great apoftle. 
After this he retired to a little church called Portiuncuia, be- 
longing to an abbey of Benedictine monks, who gave it that 
name, becaufe it was built on a fmall eftate or parcel of land 
which belonged to them. It (lands in a fpacious open plain, 
almoft a mile from Amnum, and was at that time forfaken, and 
in a very ruinous condition. The retirednefs of this place was 
very agreeable to St. Francis, and he was much delighted with 
the title which this church bore, it being dedicated to our Lady 
of Angels ; a circumftance very pleafing to him for his lingular 
devotion to the hoi y angels, and to the queen of angels. Fran- 
cis repaired this church in 1207, in the fame manner he had 
done the two others ; he fixed his abode by it, made it the ufual 
place of his devotions, and received in it many heavenly fa- 
vours. He had fpent here two years in fighs and tears, when 
hearing one day thofe words of Chrift : Do not carry gold* or 
filvvry or a fenp for your journey ^ or two coats, or a /iajf \\) y 
read in the gofpel at mafs, he defiied of the pried, after in aft, 
an expofition of them : and applying them literally to himfelf ^ 
he gave away his money, and leaving off" his fhoes, ifcaff, and 
leathern girdle, contented himfelf with one poor coat, which 
he girt about him with a cord. This was the habit which he 
Vol, iy, F gave 
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gave to his friars the year following. It was the drefe of the 
poor fhepherds and country peafants in thofe parts. The faint 
added a fhort cloak over the fhoulders, and a capuche to co- 
ver the head. St. Bonaventure, in 1260, made this capuche, 
or Mozetta, a little longer, to cover the breaft and fhoulders. 
Some of the very habits which the faint wore are ftill fhewn 
at Aflifium, Florence, and other places. In this attire he ex- 
horted the people to penance with fuch energy, that his words 
pierced the hearts of his hearers. Before his difcourfes he fa- 
luted the people with thefe words : " Our Lord give you 
tc peace ; " which he fometimes faid he had learned by divine 
revelation. They exprefs the falutation which Chrift and St. 
Paul ufed. God had already favoured the faint with the gifts 
of prophecy and miracles. When he was begging alms to 
repair the church of St. Damian, he ufed to fay : 4C Aflifr, me 
4C to finifh this building. Here will one day be a monaftery of 
* c holy virgins, by whofe good fame our Lord will be glorified 
<c over the whole church." This was verified in St. Clare five 
years after, who inferted this prophecy in her laft will and 
teftament (2). Before this, a man in the dutchy of Spoletto 
was afflicted with a horrible running cancer, which had gnawn 
both his mouth and cheeks in a hideous manner. Having, 
without receiving any benefit, had recourfe to all remedies 
that could be fuggefted, and made feveral pilgrimages to Rome 
for the recovery of his health, he carne to St. Francis, and 
would have thrown himfelf at his feet ; but the faint prevented 
him, and kilTed his ulcerous fore, which was inftantly healed. 
4C I know not." fays St. Bonaventure, <c which I ought moft 
* 6 to admire, fuch a kifs, or fuch a cure." The fufterings of 
our Divine Redeemer were a principal object of our faint's de- 
votions, and in his affiduous meditation on them he was not able 
to contain the torrents of his tears, A flranger paffing by the 
Portiuncula, heard his fighs, and ftepping in, was aftoniftied 
to fee the abundance of tears in which he found him bathed ; 
for which he reproached him as for a filly weaknefs. The 
faint anfwered ; " I weep for the fufterings of my Lord Jefus 
<c Chrift. I ought not to blulh to weep publickly over the 
<c whole earth at the remembrance of this wonderful my fiery." 
Does not a Chriftian die of grief and ihamc, who feels not 
thefe fentimcnts of love, gratitude, and compunction in this 
contemplation r" Only the impious can be infenfible at this great 
fpcclacie. cc For my part," fays St. Auftin to his flock. cc I 
<c defire to mourn with you over it. The paflion of our Lord 
" calls for our fighs, our tears, our fupplicatious! Who is 
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*< able to fhed fuch abundance of tears as fo great a fubjecl: 
" deferves ? Certainly no one, though a fountain was placed 
" in Irs eyes (3). . . . Let us confider what Chrift Raftered* 
<c that we may accompany him with more vehement fighs and 
cc abundant tears (4)." It was from the paflion of Chrift that 
St. Francis learned his perfect fentiments of Chriftian humility 
and piety. 

Many began to admire the heroick and uniform virtue of this 
great fervant of God, and fome defired to be his companions 
and difciples. The firft of thefe was Bernard of Quintaval, 
a rich tradefman of Aflifium, a perfon of lingular prudence* 
and of great authority in that city, which had been long di- 
rected by his counfels. Seeing the extraordinary conduct of 
St. Francis, he invited him to fup at his houfe, and had a 
good bed made ready for him near his own. When Bernard 
ieemed to befallen afleep, the fervant of God arofe, and falling 
on his knees, with his eyes lilted up, and his arms acrofs, re- 
peated very flow, with abundance of tears, the whole night : 
Dens ?ncus et Omnia. " My God and my All." The ardour 
with which he pou:ed forth his foul in thefe words, by m oft 
fervent ac~ls of adoration, love, praife, thanlcfgiving, and ':om* 
punclion, was admirable, and the tender and vehement man-* 
, ner of his prayer exprerTed ftrongly how much the divine love 
filled the whole capacity of his heart. Bernard fecretly watched 
trm faint all -night, by the light of a lamp, faying to himfclf, 
" This man is truly a fervant of God ^ " and admiring the 
happinefs of fuch a one, whofe heart is entirely filled with 
God, and to whom the whole world is nothing. After many 
other proofs of the finccre and admirable fanctity of Francis, 
being charmed and vanquifhed by his example, he begged the 
faint to make him his companion. Francis recommended the 
matter to God for fome time ; they both heard mafs together, 
and took advice that they might learn the will of God, The 
defign being approved, Bernard fold all his effects, and divided 
the fum among the poor in one day. Peter of Catana, a ca- 
non of the cathedral of Auifuim, defired to be admitted with him. 
The faint gave his habit to them both together on the 1 6th of 
Augtiftj 1x09, which is callcfl^ the foundation of this Order, 
though fome date it a year (doner, when the faint himfelf, 
upon hearing the gofpel reao^ embraced this manner of life. 
I he third perfon who joined hirn, was Giles, a perfon of great 
hmplicity and virtue. When their number was augmented to 
one hundred and twenty-feven, St. Francis aflcmbling them to- 
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gether, fpoke to them in a moft pathetick manner of the king- P 
dom of God, the contempt of the world, the renouncing their 
own will, and the mortification of their fenfes ; adding, in the 1 
end of his difcourfe : <c Fear not to appear little and contemp- j 
<c tible, or to be called by men fools and madmen ; but an- i 
* c nounce penance in fimplicity, trufting in Him who overcanie j 
6C the world by humility : it is He that will fpeak in you by 
cc his fpirit. Let us take care that we do not 1'ofe the king- : 
* c dom of heaven for any temporal interefl, and that we ne- 
<c ver defpife thofe who live other wife than we do. God is , 
* * c their mafter, as he is ours, and he can call them to him- 
* c felf by other ways." The faint compofed a rule for his - 
Order, confuting of the gofpel counfels of perfection, to which 
he added fome things neceflary for uniformity in their manner i 
of life. He exhorts his brethren to manual labour, but will | 
have them content to receive for it things neceflary for life, not 
money. He bids them not to be afhamed to beg alms, re- [ 
membering the poverty of Chrift; and he forbids them to ; 
preach in any place without the bifhop's licence. He carried ; 
his rule to Rome, to obtain the pope's approbation. Inno- 
cent III. who then fat in St. Peter's chair, appeared at firft 
averfe, and many of the cardinals alleged that the Orders al- 
ready eftabliftied ought to be reformed, but their number not 
multiplied ; and that the intended poverty of this new inftitute 
was impracticable. Cardinal Colonna, bilhop of Salina, pleaded 
in its favour, that it was no more than the evangelical counfels 
©f perfection. The pope confulted for fome time, and had the 
affair recommended to God. He afterward told his nephew, 
from whom St. Bonaventure heard it, that in a dream he faw ( 
a palm-tree growing up at his feet ; in another vifion, fome ' 
time after, he faw St. Francis propping up the Lateran church, ! 
which feemed ready to fall ; as he faw St. Dominick, in another , 
vifion, five years after. He therefore fent again for St. Fran- , 
cis, and approved his rule, but only by word of mouth, in i 
3 2io, and he ordained him deacon. The firft defign of St. , 
Francis and his companions was, to form a holy fociety with ' 
no other view than that of ftudying moft perfectly to die to , 
cthemfelves, that they might live only by the life of Jefus 
Chrift, in holy folitudc, having no commerce but with God. 
But it pleafed Qod afterward to infpire the zealous founder 
with an earneft defire of labouring to bring fmners to repen- 
tance. He deliberated with his brethren upon this fubject, , 
and they confulted God by devout prayer. The rcfult was, j 
that St. Francis was perfuaded that God had manifefted his will 

to him by his holy iiifpinitioty during his fervent prayers, that 
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he had called him and his brethren to preach penance to the 
world by word and example. 

St. Francis having obtained of his Holinefs an oral approba- 
tion of his inftitute, left Rome with his twelve difciples, and 
returned with them firft to the valley of Spoletto, and thence 
to Affifium, where they lived together in a little cottage at Rivo 
Torto, without the gates of the town ; and they fometimes 
went into the country to preach. Soon after, the Benedidlines 
of Monte Soubazo beftowed on the founder the church of the 
Portiuncula, upon condition that it fhould always continue the 
head church of his Order. Xhe faint refufed to accept the 
property or dominion, but would only have the ufe of the 
place ; and in token that he held it of the monks, he fent them 
every year, as an acknowledgment, a bafket of little fifb, 
called Lafchi, of which there is great plenty in a neighbouring 
river. The monks always fent the friars, in return, a barrel 
of oil. St. Francis would not fuffer any dominion or property 
of temporal goods to be vetted even in his Order, or in any 
community or convent in it (as in other religious Orders) that 
he might more perfectly and more affectionately fav in his 
heart, that the houfe in which he lived, the bread which he 
eat, and the poor clothes which he wore, were none of his ; 
and that he pofTeffed nothing of any earthly goods, being a 
difciple of Him, who for our fakes was born a ftranger in an 
open ftable, lived without a place of his own wherein to lay 
his head, fubfrfting by the charity of good people, and died 
naked on a crofs in the clofe embraces of holy poverty, in or- 
der to expiate our fins, and to cure our pamons of covetoufnefs, 
fenfuality, pride, and ambition. The motives which recom- 
mended to St. Francis fo high an efteem of holy poverty, 
and made him fo great a lover of that virtue, were firft the re- 
femblance which we bear by this ftate to the life of our divine 
Redeemer, who was pleafed to become voluntarily poor for us, 
and lived in extreme poverty from his firft to his laft breath in 
his mortal life. Secondly, the fpiritual advantage which this 
ftate affords for the perfecting in our fouls the habits of hu- 
mility, patience, mecknefs, and other hcroick virtues, by their 
repeated adls, which are excrcifed under the inconveniences, 
privations, fufferings and humiliations which attend that condi- 
tion. Thirdly, the powerful remedies which holy poverty of- 
fers for the cure of our irregular defires, efpccially of all in- 
ordinate love of the world. But this virtue confifts not in 
an extcriour poverty, which may be very vicious, and full of 
irregular defircs; but in that poverty which is called holy, that 
is, in the fpirit and love of poverty, and of its privations and 

humiliations, rcfultiflg from perfe£t mgtives of virtue. It is this 
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alone which deferves the recompence promifed by Chrift, extir- | 
pates the paffions, and is the miftrefs of many other virtues. 
This fpirit and love of holy poverty our faint learned by ! 
afliduous humble meditation on the life and paffion of Chrift, j 
the great boolc of a f pi ritual life : and this is the poverty | 
which he afUduoully and moft earneftly recommended to his 
followers. When they one day aflced him which of all virtues 
is the moft agreeable to God, he anfwered : " Poverty is the . 
<c way to falvation, the nurfe of humility, and the root of 
<c perfection. Its fruits are hidden, but they multiply them* 
<c ielves infinite ways/' He fpeaks of the fpirit of poverty as 
the root of humility and divine charity, in the fame fenfe that 
ibme others fpeak of humble obedience, inafmuch as both 
fpring from, and reciprocally entertain a fincere and cordial 
affection of humility. St. Francis called the fpirit of holy j 
poverty the foundation of f 6 his Order, and in his habit, in every 
thing that he ufed, and in all his actions he carried his affec- 
tion for it to the greateft nicety. He fometimes ordered houfes 
already built for his religious to be pulled down, becaufe he 
thought them too large and fumptuous for their ffate of the 
moft fevere evangelical poverty. Returning once from a jour- 
ney to the Portiuncula, he found a new building made there, 
which he judged to be too neat and commodious. He there- 
fore infilled that it fhould be demolished ; till the citizens of 
Affifiuni declared that they had built it for the' lodgings of ftran^ 
gers, who muft otherwife lie in the fields, and that it was no 
•way intended for his Order. In his rule he prescribed, that 
the churches of his religious mould be low and fmall, and all 
their other buildings of wood. But fome perfons reprefenting 
to him that in certain countries wood is dearer than ftone, he 
flruck out this laft condition, requiring only that all their 
buildings fhould be fui table to that ftrict poverty which they 
profefled. God is glorified by every fpirit that is founded upon 
iin cere motives of humility, penance, and charity ; and this 
faint's admirable love of holy poverty, which confounds the 
fen fuality, pride, and avarice which reign fo much among 
men, derogates not from the merit of their virtue who make a 
juft and holy ufe of the things of this world to the glory of 
God, fo as flill to maintain a difengagement of heart, and a 
true fpirit of poverty, compunction, penance, humility, and all 
other vi'tues, which arc never perfect, if anyone in the whole 
train be wanting or imperfect. 

Holy poverty was dearer to St. Francis through his extra- 
ordi . «ry love of penance. He fcarcc allowed his body what 
w s H.'C'-M"- ' to fuflain life, and found out every day new 
Vvzh s of r\i\ aing and mortifying it. If any part of his rough 
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habit Teemed too foft, he fewed it with packthread, and was 
wont to fay to his brethren, that the devils eafily tempted thofe 
that wore foft garments. His bed was ordinarily the ground, 
or he flept fitting, and ufed for his bolfter a piece of wood or a 
•fione. Unlefs he was fick, he very rarely eat any thing that 
was d relied with fire, and when he did, he ufually put alhes 
or water upon it ; often his nourilhment was only a little coarfe 
bread, on which he fometimes ftrewed alhes. He drank clear 
water, and that very moderately, how great thirft or heat fo- 
ever he fufFeied. He fafted rigorouily eight Lents in the year. 
Seculars were much edified, that to conform himfelf to them, he 
allowed his religious to eat flefh meat ; which the end of his 
inftitute made neccffary (<?). He called his body brother Afs, 
becaufe it was to carry burdens, to be beaten, and to eat little 
and coarfely. When he faw any one idle, eating of other 
men's labours, he called him brother Fly, becaufe he did no 
good, but fpoiled the good which others did, and was trouble- 
fome to them. As a man owes a difcreet charity to his own 
body, the faint, a few days before he died, afked pardon of 
his, for having treated it perhaps with too great rigour, excuflng 
himfelf that he had done it the better to fee u re and guard the 
purity of his foul, and for the greater fervice of God. Indis- 
creet or exceilive aufterities always difpleafed him. When a 
brother, by immoderate abftinence, was not able to lleep, the 
faint brought him fome bread, and that he might eat it with 
lefs confufion, began himfelf to eat with him. The care with 
which he watched over himfelf to preferve the virtue of purity 
ought not to be palled over. In the beginning of his con- 
verfion, finding himfelf alTailed with violent temptations of 
concupifcence, he often caft himfelf into ditches full of 
fnovv. Once, under a more grievous aflault than ordi- 
nary, he prefently began to difcipline himfelf fharply : then 
with great fervour of fpirit he went out of his cell, and rolled 
himfelf in the fnow : after this, having made feven great heaps 
of fnow, he faid to himfelf ** Imagine thefe were thy wife and 
c< children ready to die of cold ; thou mull: then take great 
4 * pains to maintain them." Whereupon he fet himfelf again to 
labour in the cold. By the vigour and fervour with which he 
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{a) This indulgence the hifto- perpetual abllincricc from flefh, 
rian of the univerfity of Paris though general, was not abfo- 
unjuftly makes a reproach to fo lutely indifpenfable among the 
auitcrc an inftitute, as if it in- ancient monks, though the Ort- 
troduccd this relaxation in mo- cntals mofily obferve it to this 

naflick difcipline. The rule of day. 



i 
t 
1 



72 St. FRANCIS, C. Oft. 4. \ 

9 

on that occafion fubdued his domeftick enemy, he obtained fo 
complete a victory, that he never felt any more affauhs. Yet i 
he continued always moft wary in {hunning every occafion of j 
danger ; and in treating with women kept fo Ariel: a watch 
over his eyes, that he fcarce knew any woman by fight. It 
was a ufual faying with him, that, cc by occafions the ftrong ; 
cc become weak. To converfe too frequently with women, ] 
cc and not fuflfer by it, is as hard as to take fire into one's bo- i 
* c fom, and not be burnt. What has a religious man to do," 
fays he, cc to treat with women, unlefs it be when he hears 
* c their confeflions, or gives them neceffary fpiritual inftruc- i 

tions ? He that thinks himfelf fecure, is undone : the devil 
* c finding fomewhat to take hold-on, though it be but a hair, 
" raifes a dreadful war." With extreme aufterity St. Francis 
joined the moft profound humility of heart. He was in his 
own eyes the bafeft and moft defpicable of all men, and de- 
fired to be reputed fuch by all : he loved contempt, and fin- 
cerely fhunned honour and praifej If others commended him, 
and ftievved any efteem of his virtue, he often faid to himfelf: 
* 6 What every one is in the eyes of God, that he is, and no 
<c more." He frequently commanded fome friar to revile hinv 
with reproachful language. Thus he once repeated : " O bro- 
4i ther Francis, for thy fins thou haft deferved to be plunged 
* c into he!!." And ordered brother' Leo as often to reply : 
cc It is true, you have deferved to be buried in the very bot- 
cc torn of hell." When he was not able to avoid the efteem 
of others, lie was overwhelmed with fecret confufion. cc I 
cc refer honours and p raifes," faid he once to another, '* en- 
<c tirely to God, to whom they are due. I take no {hare in 
* c them, but behold myfelf in the filth of my own bafenefs 
<c and nothingnefs, and fink lower and lower in it. Statues 
* c of wood or ftone take nothing to thcmfelves, and are infen- 
<c fible to the refpedr. and honour, which is given them, 
* c not at all on their own account, but for the fake of thofe 
* c whom they reprefent. And if men honour God in his 
cc creatures, even in me the laft and vileft among them, I 
cc confider him alone." When he preached, he often publifhed 
his own faults, that he might be defpifed. He was very care- 
ful to conceal the gifts of God ; and to thofe who feemcd to ex- 
prefs an efteem for his perfon, he would fometimes fay : u No 
* c one can juftly be praifed who is not yet fecure of himfelf, 
" and whilli: we know not what he will be." At other times 
kc faid : " No one can boaft, becaufc he docs thofe things 
** which a finner can do, as fading, weeping, and chaftifing 
44 his flefii. There is one thing which no finner does ; which 

is, if we faithfully fcrvc the Lord, and afcribe purely to him. 
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« whatever he gives us." A certain holy friar, and compa- 
nion of St. Francis, was favoured with a vifion at prayer, in. 
which be faw a bright throne prepared in heaven, and heard a 
voice Jelling him, that it was for the humble Francis, Af- 
ar having- received this vifion, he afked the faint how he could 
with truth think and call himfelf the greateft finner in the 
world ? To which the faint anfwered : " If God had beftowed 
on the grcaieft finner the favours he has done me, he 
' - wwuid have been more grateful than I am ; and if he had 
6,1 left me to myfelf, I fhould have committed greater wicked- 
tat nets than all oilier Tinners. 5 ' From this humility it was that 
he would not be ordained prieft, but always remained in the 
degree of deacon ; he bore the greateft reverence to all prieits* 
AneffccT: of the fame humility was his extreme love of obedi- 
ence, and his often afking counfel of his loweft fubjects, though 
he had the gift of prophecy, and was endued with an extraor- 
dinary heavenly discretion and light. In his journeys from place 
to place he ufed to promife obedience to the brother whom he 
took with him for his companion. He faid once, that among 
the many favours God had done him, one was, that he would 
as willingly and as diligenrly obey a novice who had lived but 
one hour in a religious Hate (if he was fet Over him by his 
warden or guardian) as he would the moft ancient and difcreet 
among the fathers, becaufe a fu.bje£fc is not to regard the perfon 
whom he obeys, but God, whole place every fuperiour holds 
with regard to us. Being afked how one that is truly obe- 
dient ought to behave, he faid, He ought to be like a dead 
body. He was a g-reat enemy to all Angularity. In a certain 
convent of his Order he was told, that one of the friars was a 
man of admirable virtue, and fo great a lover of filence, that 
he would only confefs his faults by figns. The faint did not 
like it, and faid : 4C This is not the fpirit of God, but of the 
" devil ; a foul temptation, not a divine virtue." It after- 
ward appeared, by the mifcondu£k of this poor religious man. 
by how deceitful a Angularity he feparated himfelf from the 
converfation of his brethren. Like inftanccs happened on 
other occafions. The faint's extreme averfion to the lcaft 
fhadow of diflimulation or hypocrify appeared in his whole 
conduct. In the greateft fickncflcs he would not allow him- 
felf the leaft indulgence which was not made publick : and re- 
fufed to wear any clothing to cover his brcaft in a dangerous 
cold, unlefs it was vifible to others. This faint, who by hu- 
mility and felf-denial was perfectly crucified and dead to him- 
felf, feemed by the ardour of his charity to be rather a feraph 
incarnate than a frail man in a mortal iiate. Hence he feemed 
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temptation. For he that loves much, defires to converfe with 
the per fori whom he loves : in this he places his treafure and 
his happinefs, and finds no entertainment or delight like that 
of dwelling upon his excellencies and greatnefs. St. Francis re- 
tired every year, after the feaft of the Epiphany, in honour of 
the forty days which Chrift fpent in the defert, and {hutting 
himfelf up in his cell, he fpent all that time in rigorous failing 
and devout prayer. He communicated very often, and ordi- 
dinarily with ecflafies, in which his foul was rapt and fuf» 
pended in God. He recited the canonical hours with great de- 
votion and reverence, always Handing with his head bare, and 
ufually with his eyes bathed in tears, never leaning upon any 
thing, even when he was very weak and fick. When he tra- 
velled he always (topped at the canonical hours of prayer, for 
the fake of greater recollection and attention ; and he ufed 
to fay, that if the body, when it eats corruptible food, defires 
to be at reft, why fhould not this be granted the foul when it 
takes heavenly fuftenance. Out of tender devotion and reve- 
rence to the . names of God and of Jefus Chrift, if he found 
them written in any paper thrown on the ground, he took it 
up, and put it in fome decent place. For his trial God once 
abandoned him to a violent defolation of foul and fpiritual dri- 
nefs during two months, till by afliduous prayer he fuddenly found 
himfelf again replenilhed with the delights of the Holy Ghoft, 
and his fenfible prefence. Though he felt a wonderful tender- 
nefs of devotion to all the myfteries of the life of our Saviour; 
yet he was moft affected next to thofe of his facred paflion, 
with that of his holy nativity, by reafon of the poverty, cold, 
and nakednefs in which the divine infant made his appearance 
in the ftable and crib at Bethlehem. One Chriftmas-night the 
faint having Tung the gofpel at mafs, preaching to the people 
on the nativity of the poor king, he was not able to fatiate the 
tender afFe&ion of his heart, by repeating often with incredible 
iweetnefs his holy name under the appellation of the Little 
Babe of Bethlehem. He never fpokc, or heard mention made 
of the holy myftery of the Incarnation without feeling the moft 
tender afteclion of devotion. He was particularly affecled with 
thofe words : "The word was made filth. He had a lingular de- 
votion to the Mother of God (whom he chofe for the fpecial 
patroneft of his Order) and in her honour he faftcd from the 
feaft of S3. Peter and Paul to that of her Aflumption. After 
this feftival he fafted forty days, and prayed much, out of de- 
votion to the angels, cfpecially the archangel Michael ; and at 
All Saints he fafted other forty days. Under the name of thcic 
Lents he fpent almoft the whole year in fading and prayer, 

though he at no time interrupted his penitential aufterities and 

devout 
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devout recollection. Notwithftanding many great troubles 
which the devils, both interiourly, and fometimes vifibly raifed 
to difturb him, and withdraw him from prayer, he always per- 
fevered conftant in that heavenly exercife ; nor were they ever 
able to make him interrupt his devotion. According to the 
rneafure of his great affection and tendernefs for God, he was 
favoured by him with the abundance of his fpirituai comforts 
and graces. Many times being in prayer he. fell into raptures : 
often on the road as he travelled, he was vihted by our Lord 
with a ravilhing inexpreflible fweetnefs with which his foul 
was quite overwhelmed j and he ufually made thofe that went 
with him to go before, both for the fake of clofer recoil ecTrion, 
and to conceal the vifits and favours of the Lord. Becaufe he 
humbled himfelf, and his heart was difengaged from the love 
of all creatures, God exalted him above others. He illumi- 
nated the underftanding of his fervant with a light and wifdom 
that is not taught in books, but comes down from heaven, and 
he infufed into him an uncommon knowledge of the holy fcrip- 
tures, and of the ineffable myfteries of our divine religion. He 
moreover gave him the fpirit of prophecy ; for St. Francis fore- 
told many things which happened a long time after. He was 
endowed with an extraordinary gift of tears. His eyes feemed 
two fountains of tears, which were almoft continually falling 
from them, infomuch that at length he almoft loft his fight. 
When phyficians advifed him to reprefs his tears, for otherwife 
he would be quite blind, the faint anfwered : tc Brother phy- 
fician, the fpirit has not received the benefit of light for the 
flefb, but the flefh for the fpirit: we ought not for the love 
cc of that fight which is common to us, and flies to put an 
cc impediment to fpirituai fight and celeftial comfort." When 
the phyfician prefcribed that, in order to drain off the humours 
by an iiTue, he lhould be burnt with a hot iron (Z>), the faint 
was very well pleafed, becaufe ic was a painful operation, and 
a wholfome remedy. When the furgeon was about to apply 
the fearing- iron, the faint (poke to the fire faying: cc Brother 
^ fire, I befeech thee to burn me gently, that 1 may be able 
* c to endure thee,*' He was feared very deep from the ear to 
the eye- brow, but feemed to feel no pain at all. Whatever he 
did, or wherever he was, his foul was always raifed to hca* 
ven, and he feemed continually to dwell with the angels, lie 
confulted God before every thing he did, and he taught his bre- 
thren to fet a high value upon, and by humility, felf-denial, and 

affiduoup 

(/>) This method was ufed before the invention of blilLering- 
pi a liters, or even that more ancieut of cupping-glaflcs. 
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afiiduous recollection, to endeavour to obtain, the moft perfecl 
fpirit of prayer, which is the fource of all fpiritua] bleflings, 
and without which a foul can do very little good. The practice 
of mental prayer was the favourite exercife which he ftrongly 
recommended. Perfons who laboured under any inferiour 
weight of fadnefs, fpi ritual drinefs, he vehemently exhorted to 
have recourfe to fervent prayer, and to keep themfelves as 
much as poflible in the prefence of their heavenly father, till 
he fhould reflore to them the joy of falvation. Otherwife, 
faid he, a difpofition of fadnefs, which comes from Babylon* 
that is, from the world, will gain ground, and produce a 
great ruft in the affections of the foul, whilft fhe neglects to 
cleanfe them by tears, or a fpiritual defire of them. After ex- 
traordinary vifits of the Holy Ghoft, the faint taught men to 
fay : cc It is you, O Lord, who by your gracious goodnefs, 
have vouchfafed to give this confolation to me a finner, moft 
w unworthy of your mercy. To you I commend this favour, 
6C that you preferve its fruit in my heart : for I tremble 
4t left by my wretchednefs I (hould rob you of your own gift 
" and treafure." He was accuftomed to recite our Lord's 
prayer very flowly, with fingular guft in each petition, and 
in every word. The doxology Glory be to the Father? &c. was 
a beloved afpiration of this faint, who would repeat it often to- 
gether at work, and at other times, with extraordinary devo- 
tion, and he advifed others to ufe the" fame. A certain lay 
brother once afking him leave to ftudy, the faint faid to him : 
* c Repeat afliduoufly the doxology, Glory be to the Father^ &c. 
6t and you will become very learned in the eyes of God." 
The brother readily obeyed, and became a very fpiritual man. 
St. Francis fometimes cried out in the fervour of his love : 
" Grant, O Lord, that the fweet violence of thy moft ardent 
cc love may di fen gage and feparate me from every thing that is 
tc under heaven, and entirely confume me, that I may die for 
cc the love of thy infinite love. This I beg by thyfelf, O Son 
* c of God, who diedft for love of me. My God, and my 
C6 All ! who art thou, O fweeteft Lord ? and who am I, thy 
cc fervant, and a bafe worm ? I defire to love thee, moft holy 
* c Lord. I have confecrated to thee my foul and my body 
" with all that I am. Did I know what to do more perfectly 
<c to glorify Thee, this I would moft ardently do. Yes : this 
* c I moft ardently defire to accompHfh, O my God." St. 
Francis fometimes exprcfled his pious breathings in Canticles: 
St. Tcrefa writes (3) : ct I know a pcrfon who, without being 

fi6 a poet, has fometimes compofed upon the fpot ftanzas of 

w vcr y 

(3) Her own life, chap. 6. 
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c< very exact metre, on fpiritual fubjecls, exprefling the pain 
*c which her foul felt- in certain tranfports of divine love, and 
* c the joy with v/hich flie was overwhelmed in this fweet pain." 
Several among the facred writers, under the influence of the 
divine infpiration, delivered the heavenly oracles in verfe. St. 
Francis, in raptures of love a poured forth the affeciions of 
his foul, and of the divine praifes fometimes in animated verfe. 
Two iuch canticles compofed by hirn (c) are (till extant, and 

exprefs 



[c) They are extant in Italian, 
together with a Latin tranflation, 
among his works publifhed by 
F. Wadding, in 1623. The 
iirft begins as follows : 

In foco Vamor mi ?tufe 9 
Infoco famcr mi m/Je s &c. 

Some part of the fentiments are 
exprefied in the following vcrfes, 
a tranflation of the whole being 
too long for this place. 

Into love's furnace I am calr. ; 
Into love's furnace 1 am caft : 
I burn, 1 languifli, pine and wade. 

0 love divine, how (harp thy dart! 
How deep the wound that galls 

my heart ! 
As wax in heat, fo, from above 
My fmitten foul diflblves in love. 

1 live; yet langu 'filing I die, 
Whillr. in thy furnace bound .1 lie. 
This heart is one bright flame 

become : 
From me 'tis fled,toThee 'tis won. 
Fond toys and worlds invite in 

vain : 

In vain they feck to pi cafe or gain. 
Should gold and fceptros Hand in 
view ; 

My heart would loathe the hate- 
ful hue. 

The world's delights arc bitter 
pain ; 

Irkfonie its beauty, glories vain. 
The tree of love itJ roots hath 
fprcad 



Deep in my heart, and reafs its 
head : 

Pwich are its fruits : they joy dif- 
penfe ; 

Tranfport the heart, and raviflt 

ienfe. 

In love's fweet fwoon to thee I 
cleave, 

Blefs'd fource of love : bafe toys 
I leave. 

Falfe, vain is earth : e'en faireft 
rays 

Of fun their luftre lofe, and bays- 
Of Edenfade: nor cherubs bright, 
Wor glowing feraphs glad the 
fighc, 

While throbbing pangs I feelt 
my bread 

Find love its centre, joy and reft. 
Love's flave, in chains of ftrong 
defre 

I'm bound ; nor dread edg'd fteel 

nor fire 
No tyrant's frowns, no arts of 
hell. 

My bands fhalt loofe, nor tor- 
ments fell. 

Hills (hall melt, rivers back ward 
roll, 

Hcav'ns fall, ere love forfakct 

my foul.. 

All cieatures Love aloud pro- 
claim ; 

Hcav'ns, earth and fea incrcafa 

my ilame : 
Whate'er 1 fee, as mirrour bright 
Reflccxs my lover to my fight: 
My heart all objects to him raife ; 
Are Heps to the Creator's p raife. 

W itfe 
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exprefs with wonderful ftrength and fublimity of thought, the 
vehemence and tendernefs of divine love in his breafl, in which 
he found no other comfort than, could it be gratified, to die of 
love, that he might be for ever united to the great object of 
his love. His thirfl: of the converfion of fouls was moft ardent. 
He ufed to fay, that for this, example has much greater force than 

words, 



With piteous eyes, Jefus divine ; 
King of love, with locks benign, 
Behold my tears ; oh ! hear my 
moan ; 

A wounded heart look down upon. 
Behold the wound made by thy 
dart : 

Too weak my frame,too fierce the 
fmart. 

I afc'd thy love, the foul's fweet 
balm, 

The blifs of heav'n, the fea's 

great calm : 
But with its joy find pain com- 

bin'd, 

The deepeft wound of human 
mind. 

O Love, thy abfence is a fling ; 
Thy prefence fweet relief will 
bring. 

Haften this comfort to afford ; 
Complete my joy, O deareft 
Lord. 

My heart is thine: its pow'rs 

then fill : 

Confume whate'er refills thy will. 

Conquer, fubdue ; thy pow'r dif- J 
play ; ( 

Let each affection own thy fway ,> 

Let this whole foul thy graccl 
obey. / 

Almighty grace, with heaven- 
born art, 

Can cleanfe, and heal, and 
ftrength impart : 

Correct., rcftorc whatc'cr's amifs 

In this weak frame, this frail 
abyfs. 

Then make my heart of love di- 
vine the throne, 

Or furnace kindled by thy love 
alone. 



As iron bar bright flame imbibes, 
And glowing fhines with fire it 
hides : 

Or folar rays which pierce our 
fight, 

Dark air oft brighren into light : 
So may thy beams all film re- 
move, 

And fill my foul with pureft love. 
O love, may thy omnifcient art, 
Which form'd the heav'ns, now 

change my heart, 
In thy bright furnace melt my 

frame : 

Transform it whole into thy 
flame. 

In love's great triumph vanquiftVd 
Thee 

Its captive, clath'd with flefh I 
fee, 

Great Lord of glory, man to 
fave, 

Hung on a tree, laid in the grave: 
Omnipotent eternal Son, 
Love's victim, proftrate thou'rt 
become. 

0 Love itfelf, O Father dear, 
My wounds regard and lend an 

car : 

May fighs and tears thy pity 
move ; 

Grant one requeft of dying love : 
Grant, O my God, who diedfl; 
for me, 

1 finful wretch may die for Thee 
Of love's deep wounds ; love to 

embrace ; 
To fwim in its fweet fca ; Thy 

face 

To fee: then joined with thec 
above. 

Shall I myfglf pafs into love. 
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words, and that thofc preachers are truly to be deplored, who 
in their fermons preach themfelves rather than Chrifr, feeking 
their own reputation more than the falvation of fouls ; and 
much more thofe who pull down by their wicked and fiothful 
lives, what they build by their good doctrine. He prayed and 
wept continually for the converfion of finners with extraordi- 
nary fervour, and recommended to his religious to do the 
fame, faying that many finners are converted and faved by the 
prayers and tears of others \ and that even fimple laymen, who 
do not preach, ought not to neglect employing this means of 
obtaining the divine mercy in favour of infidels and finners. 
So great was the companion and charity of this holy man for 
all fuch, that, not contenting himfelf with all that he did and 
fuffered for that end in Italy, he refolved to go to preach to the 
Mahometans and other infidels, with an extreme defire of lay- 
ing down his life for our Lord. With this view he embarked, 
in the fixth year after his converfion, for Syria, but ftraight 
there arofe a temped, which drove him upon the coaft of Dal- 
matia 5 and finding no convenience to pafs on farther, he was 
forced to return back again to Ancona. Afterward, in 1214, 
he fet out for Morocco, to preach to the famous Mahometan 
king Miramolin, and went on his way with fo great fervour, 
and defire of martyrdom, that though he was very Weak and 
much fpent, his companion was not able to hold pace with him. 
But it pleafed God that in Spain h-e was detained by a grievous 
fit of ficknefs, and afterward by important bufinels of his Or- 
der, and various accidents, fo that he could not poMibly go 
into Mauritania. But he wrought feveral miracles in Spain, 
and founded there fome convents : after which he returned 
through Languedoc into Italy. It will be related below how 
in the thirteenth year after his converfion he paffcd into Syria 
and Egypt. In the mean time, upon motives of the fame zeal, 
he laboured ftrenuoufly to advance the glory of God among 
Chriftians, efpccially in his own Order, With incredible 
pains he ran over many towns and villages, inftrucling and ex- 
horting all perfons to the divine love. Pie often faid to his 
brethren : cc Let us begin to fervc the Lord our God ; for hi- 
cc therto we have made very little progrefs." No man in this 
life ever arrived at perfection ; and that Chriftian has climbed 
the higheft toward it who labours the mod ftrenuoufly and 
with the mod: fincere humility to advance higher. St. Francis 
preaching penance to all the world, ufed often to repeat the 
following words with inimitable fervour and energy : " My 
Ci love is crucified, " meaning that Chrift is crucified, and we 
ought to crucify our flcfli. The holy, founder out of humi- 
lity gave to his Order the name of Friars Minors, delv- 
ing 
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ing that his brethren fhould be difpofed, in the affec~tion of fin- 
cere humility, to ftrive, not for the firft, but for the .1 aft and 
loweft places. Many cities became fuitors that they might be 
fo happy as to poffefs fome of his difciples animated with his 
fpirit, and St. Francis founded convents at Cortona, Arezzo, 
Vergoreta, Pi fa, Bologna, Florence and other places : and in 
lefs than three years his Order was multiplied to fixty monaf- 
teries. In 12 12, he gave his habit to St. Clare^ who, under 
his direction, founded the inftitute of holy virgins, which vuas 
called the fecond Order of St. Francis. He took upon himfelf 
the care of her monaftery at St. Damian's in Aflifium, but 
would never confent that his friars fhould ferve any other nun- 
nery of this or any other Order, in which rcfolution he per- 
fifted to his death; though cardinal Hugolin, the protector of 
his Order was not fo fcrupulous in that particular. The foun- 
der carried his precaution and feverity fo far, in imitation of 
many ancient faints, the better to fecure in his religious a per- 
fect purity of heart, which a defect in any fmall circumftance 
may fometimes tarnifh. All familiar or unneceflary converfa- 
tion is certainly to be cut off in fuch flations, and by the 
flri£teft watchfulnefs all dangerous fparks are to be prevented. 
To give his brethren to underftand this, when, by the autho- 
rity of the protector, one of them had vifited a nunnery, St. 
Francis ordered him to plunge into the river, and afterward to 
walk two miles in his wet clothes. This fpirit was inherited 
by that holy difciple and prieft whom the founder had fent with 
fome others into Spain, and in whofe favour the princefs Sancia, 
lifter to Alfonfus II. then king of Portugal, had given her own 
houfe at Alenquer for a convent. A lady of honour, belong- 
ing to the court of that princefs, defired to fpeak to the holy 
man in the church about the affairs of her confeience, and 
•when he refufed to come, burft into tears and cries almoft of 
defpair. The holy prieft therefore went to her, but carried in 
one hand a wifp of ftraw, and in the other a burning torch, 
with which he fet the ftraw on lire as foon as he came into 
her pretence, faying : 6C Though your converfation be on pie- 
ec ty and devotion., if it be frequent, a religious man ought to 
* c dread left it fhould have on his heart the fame effect this fire 
€C produced in the ftraw. At leaft he will lofe by it the fruit 
* c of converting with God in prayer." Notwithstanding the 
reluctancy of the holy founder, fevcral houtes of the Poor 
Clares found means to procure, through powerful mediations, 
dirc6tors out of this Order to be allowed them, especially after 
. the death of St. Francis* 

Tcto 
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Ten years after the firft inftitution of his Order, in I2ig 3 
Sc. Francis held near the Portiuncula, the famous general chapter., 
called of Matts, becaufe it was afTembled in booths in the fieids 3 
being too numerous to be received in any building; of the coun- 
try. We are allured by four companions of St. Francis and by 
Sr. Bonaventure that 5000 friars met there, though fome re- 
mained at home who could not leave their convents. In this 
chapter fevcral of the brethren prayed St. Francis to obtain for 
them of the pope a licence to preach everywhere without the 
letfve of the bi£hops of each diocefs. The faint fhock'd at the 
propofal anfwered : Ci What, my brethren ! do not you know 
<i< the will of God ? It is that by our humility and refpecl: we 
cc gain the fuperiours, that we may by words and example draw 
6C the people to God. When the bifhops fee that you live ho- 
ct lily 5 and attempt nothing againft their authority, they will 
cc themfelves intreat you to labour for the falvation of the fouls 
<6 committed to their charge. Let it be your fingular privilege to 
<c have no privilege which may puff up the hearts of any with 
cc pride, or raife contefts and quarrels." St.Francis had fent fome 
of his friars into Germany in 1216, where they met with fmall 
fuccefs. Afterward from this chapter he commiilioned fome to 
go into Greece, others into Africa, others into France, Spain 
and England, to all whom he gave zealous inftruclions. Ha 
referved for himfelf the miflion of Syria and Egypt, in hopes 
of receiving there the crown of martyrdom ; but the affairs of 
his Order obliged him to defer his departure fome time. 

The Orders of St. "Francis and St. Domrnick had been ap-^ 
proved by word of mouth, by Innocent III. who died in 1219, 
having fat eighteen years {d). Honorius III. who fucceeded 
him, confirmed that of St. Dominick by two bulls dated, 
the twenty-fecohd of December, 1216. St. Francis obtained, 
of this pope an approbation of his millions ; and in 1219, fet 
fail with eleven companions from Ancona, and having touched 

Vol. IV. G at 



(</) Pope Tnnoccnt Til. is fa- 
mous for many great action;;, 
learned letters and pious tracts, 
and according to ionic, the ex- 
cel lent IVofc, Fmi Satf/r Spiri- 
ts. Jn the 4th council of La- 
luran, in \z\§, held by his au- 
thority, the difcipline of the 
church war, regulated by fe verity 
whole Tome decrees or c a no ns, 
very famous in the canon law. 
Jiy the twenty -firft, yearly cmi- 

iciiioii and the Paiciul coin am- 



« 

nion are commanded : by the 
twenty - fecund, phyficinns ar« 
commanded, under pain of be- 
ing forbid the entrance of 
the church, to put all per fans 
dan«>eronfIy ftck in mind be- 
fore they prefer i he them phy- 
fick, to call in their confeilor : 
by the thirteenth, it wan forbid 
to ellablifh any new roligionsOr- 
dcrs, which was to be under* 
Hood unlets the pope approved 

it upon very urgent xcafons. 
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at Cyprus landed at Aeon or Ptolemais in Palefline. The 
Chriftian army in the fixth crufade lay at that time before Da- 
mieata in Egypt, and the fold an of Damafcus or Syria., led a 
numerous army to the afliftance of Meledin, foldan of Egypt 
or Babylon ; for fo he was more commonly called becaufe he 
redded at Babylon in Egypt, a city on the Nile, oppofite to the 
ruins of Memphis ; Grand Cairo rofe out of the afties of this 
Babylon. St. Francis with brother Illuminatus battened to the 
Chriftian army, and upon his arrival endeavoured to difiuade 
them from giving the enemy battle, foretelling their defeat, as 
we are aflured by three of his companions ; alfo by St. Bona- 
venture (4), cardinal James of Vitri who was then prefent in 
the army (5), and Marin Sanut (6). He was not heard, and 
the Chriftians were drove back into their trenches with the lofs 
of 6000 men. However, they continued the liege, and took 
the city on the fifth of November the fame year. In the 
mean timeSt. Francis, burning with zeal for the converfion of 
the Saracens, dedred to pafs to their camp, fearing no dangers 
for Chrift. He was feized by the fcouts of the Infidels, to 
whom he cried out : " I am a Chriftian : conduct me to your 
C6 matter." Being brought before the foldan, and afked by 
him his errand, he faid with wonderful intrepidity and fervour: 
cc I am fent, not by men, but by the m oft high God, to fhew 
* c you and your people the way of falvation, by announcing to 
cc you the truth of the gofpel." The foldan appeared to be 
moved, and invited him to ftay with him. The man of God 
replied : * c If you and your people will litten to the word of 
* 6 God, I will with joy ftay with you. If yet you waver bc- 
cc tween Chrift and Mahomet, caufe a great fire to be kindled, 
** and I will go into it with your Imams (or priefts) that you 
ct may fee which is the true faith." The foldan anfwered, 
that he did not believe any of their priefts would be willing to 
go into the fire, or to fuffcr torments for their religion, and 
that he could not accept his condition for fear of a fed it ion. 
He offered him many prcfents, which the faint refufed. After 
fome days the foldan, apprehending left fomc fhould be con- 
verted by his difcourfc, and defert to the Chriftians, fent him 
efcortcd by a ftrong guard to their camp before Damiata, fay- 
ing to him privately : €C Pray for me, that God may make 
<c known to me the true religion, and condu£b me to it." 
The foldan became from that time very favourable to the 
Chriftians, and according to fome authors, was baptized a 

little 

(4) S. Bon a v. Vit, S, L'ra c. q. (0 Jac Vitr. Hill. Occid. c. 
37. & ep. ad Lothar. (6) Mar, Sanut, Secret, fidel. Cruc* 1. 
3. par. 1. c, 7, B. 
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little before his death. St. Francis returned by Paleftine into 
Italy, where he heard with joy that the five miiiionaries, whom, 
he had fent to preach to the Moors, had been crowned with 
martyrdom in Morocco (7). But he had the affliction to find 
that Elias, whom he had J eft vicar general of his Order, had 
introduced feveral novelties and mitigations, and wore him- 
felf a habit of finer fluff than the reit, with a longer capuche 
or hood, and longer fleeves. St. Francis called fuch innova- 
tors baftard children of his Order, and depofed Elias from his 
office. Refigning the generalfhip that year 1220, he caufed 
the virtuous Peter of Cortona to be chofen minifter general, 
and after his death in 122 r, Elias to be reitored (<?). But Pe- 
ter and after him Elias out of refpecc for the faint were only 
ftyled vicars general till his death, who by the ible weight of 
his authority continued always to diredl the government of his 
Order fo long as he lived. In 1223, he obtained of pope Ho- 
norious III. the confirmation of the famous indulgence grant- 
cd a little time before to the church Portiuncula ( f). His 

G 2 Order, 

(7) See January 16. 



' (i)Elias of Cortona was an am- 
bitious man, full of the prudence 
of this world, though a perfon 
of learning and abilities : by his 
hypocrify he impofed on St. 
Francis, and continued vicar 
general till his death: afcer 

, which he was chofen minifter 

encral, the fir ft after the fowl- 
er. In that office he folicitcd 
the canonization of St. Francis, 
out built a niofl magnificent 
church at Aflifium, where St. 
'framcis was buried, introduced 
into his Order the ufe of mo- 
hey, diflinclion, pomp and (hue ; 
and had fo much regard to 
worldly advantages and learn- 
ing, that the enfigns and prac- 
tice of humility and poverty be- 
came odious to him. For thefc 
and other abufcfi, by which the 
fpnic of tills Order was cxtin- 
jpifhed, he was impeached bv 
ot. Anthony of Padua and A*- 

'*im deMarifco, an E nglifhman, 



and at length depofed by pope 
Gregory IX, in 1230. Ife was 
rechofen general in 1236, buc 
for greater excefles depofed again, 
and excommunicated by the 
fame pope. He rilled the whole 
Order with great troubles and 
fchifms both before and after 
his depofition ; \hongh he died 
extremely penitent in 1253. 
Thefc difturbanccs in the OrcK r 
were mu extinguifhed till Sr. 
Bonavcnturo was chofen general. 
Sec Hclyot T. 7. Chalippvs 
T. 2. " Flcury, &c. 

( /') This retired church was 
the favourite place in which Sr. 
Francis fpent much time at his 
devotions, and its dedication 
was celebrated by him with 
great fed enmity. Here Chrift in 
a vifiou, whilfl: the faint wra 
praying with great earnellncfs, 

bad him go to the pope who 
fhoukl i»ivc a pi e nary indulgence 

to all fin cere penitents who 

fiiould 
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Order, as has been mentioned, was verbally approved by In- 
nocent IH. in 1210 : a like approbation was given it in 1215, 
by the fourth Lateran council, to which St. Francis repaired 
for that purpofe , as F. Hclyot mentions, though this $oes 
appear in the A6ls of that council, becaufe it was no more'i» 
than a verbal declaration. The founder therefore revifed his I 
rule which breathed throughout the mod profound humility,' 
and an entire renunciation of the world, and ' prefented it to ! 
pope Honorious III. who confirmed it by a bull dated the 
twenty-ninth of November 1223 («g"). 

When 



should devoutly vifit that church. 
This vifion happened in 1221, 
and the faint repaired to Hono- 
rious III. who was then at Peru- 
gia, and granted the indulgence 
at that time verbally, '"wo years 
after, at the faint's repeated re- 
queft, his Holinefs commiflioned 
certain bifhops to go and publifh 
this indulgence at the Portiunca- 
la, which they accordingly did. 
Seven authentick certificates of 
thefe biihops, and of certain 
companions of St. Francis, which 
are extant, are original proofs 
of this Indulgence, and of the 
faint's declaration of the aforc- 
faid revelation ; it is, moreover, 
mentioned, that the faint had 
been allured by a revelation 
that C In ill h'.mfelf ratified the 
rrant of this indulgence. Sec 
on this fubjeel the folid difierta- 
tinn of I<\ Cnndidus Chalippe, 

in his life of St. Francis?, T. 2. 
p. 4 1 . T^c Portinncuia is a 
very famous place for devout 
pilgrimages : the number of 
thofe who rcfort to it on the 
feall of its dedicaiion on the 
fecund of Au^ull, is laid gene- 
rally not to be much under 
z^ono. The old little church 
of the Portinncuia, like the holy 
chapel at Loretto, is inclnfed in 
the middle of a (pacious church, 
annexed to a lajire convent in 



the hands of Recollects or Rc. 
formed Francifcans : it is the 
head or mother houfe of this 
branch of the Order.. This In. 
diligence on the feftival of the 
Dedication of the Portiuncula, 
is extended to all the other chur- 
ches of the Order of St. Francis 
by the feveral grants of Alexan- 
der IV. Martin IV. Clement V, 
Paul Til. and Urban VIII. 

{ g ) This Order was favoured 
with great privileges by feveral 

popes, cfpecially by the bull of 
bixtus IV. called Mare Magnun.> 
published in 1474: which privi- 
leges Leo X. in 1510, extended 
to all the Mendicant Orders. 

The full Order of St. Francis/ 
which has produced forty-five 
cardinals and four popes, (Ni- 
cholas IV. Alexander V. Sixtu3 , 
IV. and V.) is divided into Con-' 
mentuai friars, and thofe Of th 
Obfer<vance. The Con ven tush 
bc&an from the time of LhV, 
icon after the founder's derail, 
and with the leave of their vx> 
nerals, and afterward of the' 
popes, mitigated their rule l»y 
admitting rents and foundation:: 
they were fo called becaufe tlu'Y 
lived in meat convents, whereat 
thole iriars who maintained the 

1 

feverity of their rule dwell in 
hermitages or low mean houi'cj, 
and oratories, Thefe from du'irj 

ill id 

1 
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When St. Francis returned from Spain, and laid afide the 
"thoughts of his intended million to Morocco in 12153 count 
"Orlando of Catona beftowed on him a clofe agreeable folitude 
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ilrict obfervance of the rule were 
. called Qhfii *uantins y or friars of the 
Regular Qb,ervance. This name 
was paiticularly given to thofe 
who followed the reformation, 
according to their original infti- 
tute eftablifhed by Sc. Eernar- 
din of Sienna in 1419. Reforms 
having been multiplied in this 
.Order, Leo X. in 15 17, redu- 
ced them all to one under the 
denominations of the Reformed 

^rancifcans, whom he allowed 
to have their own general. The 
Obfervantins in France are called 
Cordeliers from the cord which 
they wear. -Among the Obfer-, 
vantins, certain more fevere re- 
formations either maintained 
themfelves, notwithstanding the 
union made by Leo X. or have 
been fince eftablimed. Thefe 
are called Obfcrvantins of the 

.Striker Ohjhuance, Among 
thefe are The Bars-footed Frandf- 
cans in Spain, of whom fee the 
life of bt. Peter of Alcantara. 
In Italy thefe are called The Re- 
formed Prancifcans. They are 
a diilincl Congregation Uourihh- 

;ing chiefly in Spain, but have 
convents in Italy one of which is 
in Koine on the Palatin hill : al'o 

■in Mexico, the Philippine Jfl- 

, ancls, &c. The numerous refor- 
mation called of H'ht Rnolhdis 
or Gray Friars was fufc fet on 
foot by F. John of Guadalupe 
in Spain in 1500; was received 
in Italy in 1 C25, and in France 
m 1 5$4- This name was given 
them, becaufe they were fir it in- 

iflituied in certain folitary con- 

'vents devoted to the itridelt re- 
tn-ement and recolleaion. The 

; ^'puehb friar a reformation was 



on 



beeun in Tufcany in 1525 by 
Matthew Bafchi, of Urhino ; 
not by Bernardin Ochin, as fome 
pretend who only entered this 
Order in 1 534, nine years after 
its institution, became a famous 
preacher and general of his Or- 
der ; but apoil atifing to Luiher- 
anifm, preached polygamy, mar- 
ried feveral wives at once, and 
at length died miferably in Po- 
land, being for his profligate 
morals abandoned by the whole 
world. Such are frequently the 
difrnal fruits and blmdnefs of 
pride. The Capuchins wear a 
patch on the back of their ha- 
bits (fuch as St. Francis recom- 
mends in his Teitament ) and 
their beards, not fhaved clofe, 
but long and clipped. Wad- 
ding, c:haljppe, and others, 
prove that St. Francis wore a 
beard, but always exceeding 
fhort, and he made his difciples 
who had long beards, {have 
them. The reformation of Ca- 
puchins was approved by Cle- 
ment VII. in 1528. The Re- 
collects and Capuchins wear 
grey Habits, but the Cordeliers 
and Conventuals black. The 
Poitiuncula is poflefled by the 
Reformed or Gray Friars : but 
the gieat patriarchal convent of 
the Order at Aflifium, where St. 
Francis was buried, is occupied 
by the Conventuals. 

# The fecond Order of St. Fran* 
cis is that of the Poor Clares, 011 
whom fee the life of St. Claic, 
St. lfabcl, filler to St. Lewis, 
having obtained of Urban IV. in 
1263, leave /or the nuns of St. 
Clare whom fhe founded in 

Lougehairp, to enjoy fettled re- 

ven ues. 
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on mount Alverno, a part of the Apennins not very far from 
Camaldoli and Vale Umbrofa. This vinuous count built there 

a con- 



venues, thofe who receive this 
bull are called Urbanifts, the reft 
Poor Clares. B. Colete intro- 
duced a fevere reform in feveral 
houfes of the latter. That of 

the Capuchineftes was beg n n by 
the venerable mother Mary Lau- 
lence Longa at Naples in 1^58. 
They were eftabliftied at Paris 
by the dutchefs of Mercceur in 
\6oz. The convent of the Ave 
Maria in Paris was of the third 
Order, till in 1485 th«j nuns re- 
nouncing their revenues .embra- 
ced a moft fevere reformation of 
St. Clare's Order, which furpafles 
jn aufterity all other reforms 
of the fame. (See Du Buu,/ t 

Jlntiqidtes dts Paris* &c ) The 
uns of the Immaculate Co?jcepti~- 
on of the Bleffed Virgin were 
founded at Toledo in 1484 by 
the Yen. Beatrice dc Sylva, and 
their institute was approved by 
innocent VI 1 1\ in 1489. By 
the means of the ramous cardi- 
nal Ximenes, who was himfelf 
a. Francifcan, this Order was u. 
mted to that of the Clares, and 
adopted their rule with certain 
mitigations. Pope Julius II. 
gave the Concept ion ills a parti- 
cular rule in 1 5 1 1 , leaving them 
1'rill incorporated with the Clares. 

The third Order of St. Fran- 
cis was inftitutcd by him in 1 12 1, 
at Pojr-yj lion/j in Tufcany, and 
:u Carnerio jn the Valley of 
Jvpoletto, for pcrfons of both 
fuxes nm ried or Higgle, living 
in the world, united by certain 
rules and evcrcifes of piety com- 
paibltf with a fecukir Hate, none 
of which oblige under fin, b.it 
«re laid down as roles for d*- 
K'clion, not binding by any 

vow or pjcecpc. This iuftitute 



was imitated by the'Dominicans, 
AuRin Friars, Carmelite Friars, 
Minims' and Servites. After the 
death of St. Francis feveral per- 
fons of this third Order have at 
different times and places, afib- 
ciated themfelves in commu- 
nities, keeping inclofure, and 
binding themfelves by the fo- 
lemn religious vows of poverty, 
chaftity and obedience. 1 hefe are 
ftriclly religious perfons ; they 
call St. Elizabeth of Hungary, 
dutchefs of Thuringia, who died 
in 1231, their foundrefs; but 
are of both fexes, divided into 
feveral branches, of which, ma- 
ny devote themfelves to ferve 
the fick in hofpitals, The nuns 
called in Flanders Sorters G> 7/ts 
or Gray Sifters formerly wore a 
gray ha-b : t ; though they have 
now changed it in fome places 
for white, in other: for black or 
a dark blue. In fome houfes 
thefe Gray Sifters make folemn 
vows, hut in moll they con- 
tent themfelves with fimple 
vows of poverty, obedience, 
and chaility. The nuns of this 
third Order who arc called Peni- 
tents were inllituted at Foligni 
by the Llcficd Angela, countefs 
ofCivkclla in 1397, and are ve- 
ry numerous A reformed branch 
of thefe in the Low Commies 
takes the name of Recoil ecVtines. 
The brethren of the third Order 
of St. Francis who fervc lima- 
ticks or other fick perfons, for 
the moft part make only fimple 
vows of chaftity, poverty, fcr- 
ving the lick, and obedience to 
thcTbimops of the places where 
they are fettled. '1 hey ob ferve 
the third rule of St. Francis, 
and live in hofpitals or in foeie- 
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a convent and a church for the Friar Minors, and St. Francis 
was much delighted with the retirement of that high moun- 
tain. The folitude of the valley of Fabriano alio pleafed him 
rnuch, and he frequently hid himfelf there. The raptures and 

G 4 other 



ties which they call Families. 
Such in Spain are the Infirmari- 
tins Minims, called alio Obre?om 
from Bernardin Obregon, a gen- 
tleman of Madrid, of an anci- 
ent familv, who was their foun- 
der : alfo in Flanders the Peni- 
tent Brothers, or Bom-Fieux % that 
is, Bans FUsy founded by five 
pious tradcfmen, at Armentiers, 
Lille, &c. In fome places there 
are founded religious men called 
Penitents of the third Order, 
who are devoted to the inftruc- 
tion of the people, and other 

paftpra! functions like' the Friar 
Minors. Of thefe the Congre- 
gation called Piquepuce is nioft 
famous in France, it was infti- 
tutcd by Vincent Muffart, a pi- 
ous religious man. a native of 
Paris, in 1595 : the fir ft religi- 
ous confirmed of fecular perfons 
of the third Order, of both fex- 
es, whom he alfemblcd toge- 
ther : their firft monaftery was 
eretted at Frannconville,- be-, 
twcen Paris and rontoife : the 
fecond from which they took 
their name, is a place at Paris, 
in the fubnrh of St. Antony, 
called Piquepuce. Thev are 
multiplied in h'rance into four 
provinces in above fixty monaf- 
teries. See Hifhier drt Ordres 

MunafttqueSy lleUgltux et lit spi- 
res par U P. Hippolyte Hs/yot, Pe- 
nitent du Hers Ordre de S Fran- 
c-ois, de In province de. France. ( f. 

7. Alfo Bonnani's Italian hi (lo- 
ry of the fame, Chalippe, T. 2. 

As to the fettlemcnts of the 
Friar Minors in England, St. 
Francis from his great chapter in 



17T9 fent hither brother Agnel- 
lus or Angel us of Pifa with eight 
others, who landed at Dover in 
1220. and found d their firft 
convent at Canterbury, and foon 
after another at Northampton 
which flouriihed exceedingly. 
Their convent in London near 
Newgate was built by queen 
Margaret, fecond wife to Ed- 
ward 1. in »3c6. Its great li- 
brary was the gift of Sir Richard 
Whittington, lord - m lyor of 
London, in 1429. Ac the dif- 
folution of monafteries ic was 
converted into thrift - church 
hofpital for the education of 
four - hundred blue - coat boys. 
The Francifcan Friars in Eng- 
land were pofTciTed of about 
fourfcors convents, befides thofe 
of women which do not feem to 
be very numerous, fays bifliop 
Tanner. The chief houfe of 
the Clares in England Hood near 
Aldgate : ic was built by 
Blanche, queen of Navarre, and 
her husband Edmund, earl of 
Lancalter, Leicefter and Darby, 
i\.n to Henry II f. and brother 
to Edward 1. Thefe nuns were 
Urbaniflfl, and enjoyed reve- 
nues. They were called Clares 
or Minorcflcs, and their houfe 
the Minorieb : it was converted, 
at the dhToIution, firft into a 
llorc - houfe of arms, and its 
name remains to that part of the 
town, and is communicated to 
the new buildings extended 
into the adjacent fields : on 
which fee S tow's Survey of I on- 
efofi, and M ait land's WJlory and 
Jlnlif/iihifs of that city. An ac- 
count of the ancient ilourifl - 

ing 
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other extraordinary favours which he received from God in 
contemplation, he was careful to conceal from men. St. Bo- 
-naventure and other writers of his life afliire us, that he was 
frequently raifed from the ground at prayer. F. Leo, his fe- 
cretary and confeflbr, tefiified, that he had fecn him in prayer 
:f bme times railed above the ground fo high, that this difciple 
could only touch his feet, which he held and watered with his 
tears ; and that fometimes he faw him raifed much higher (7) . 
Towards the feftival of the Afllimption of the Die/Ted Virgin 
in 1224, St. Francis retired into a moft fecret place in mount 
Alverno, where his companions made him a little cell. He 
kept Leo with him, but forbad any other perfon to come to 
him before the feaft of St. Michael: it was then the Lent 
which he kept before the feaft of that archangel, andhedcfired 
to devote himfelf in it entirely to the delights of heavenly con- 
templation, 

(7) See the Lives of St. Philip Neri, St. Terefa, &c, alfo Chalippe 

in that of St. Francis. 



ing Hate of the Franci'V'n Or- 
der in England, and the emi* 
nent men which it produced a- 
mong us, fee in the exac*t and 
com pi ear Hilo?y of the Englijh 
Province, of Fr<u:cifcan\* quarto. 
And F. Davenport or Francis of 
S. CI are's SujtpLm. //• florist: Pro- 
*v:n;i<ff /Juviunvre. Alfo Stevens, 
Mo nail icon Anglic. T. 1 . p. S(j t to 
p. i 60. 

This ancient province was re- 
ftored bv F. John lenninffs, who 
I.i:d the found ition of .1 celebra- 
ted convent at iJou.iy about the 
v it fir 1 6 > 7. Anion" tliofo in 
ihfn Order uho lecmed uio.'l per- 
fectly to ha vi! revived in rhem- 
felvrs the fpirit of their founder 
in thefe later ages, few perhaps 
have equalled the venerable 
nrarivr F. I'au! of M:. Ma" da leu 
rvr Ueinv I fe'idi. us appears from 
hi? edjl y'\\\'v life and pious vvrit- 
in«r;. 11 j fu/Fered lor the faith 
sir I jond'Mi on 'lie 1 weiuy-fcvcnth 
of April, r 'v. 1 

v. ifelyot { l\ 7.) and F, Cha- 
J-ippe ( 1'. 2. p. ao/j) 1 ay there 



are of. the firffc and third Orders 
of St. Francis above feven thou- 
fand convents of men, and near 
one hundred and twenty thou- 
fand religious men : and of wo- 
men, comprising all the bran- 
ches both of the fecond and 
third Orders, above nine hun- 
dred mo naileries, and in them 
twenty-eight or thirty thoufaud 
nuns, fubjecl to the fupcriours of 
the Francifcan Order, be/ides 
great numbers that are fubjeci 
to their diocef ms. Their num- 
bers were much greater before 

the demo icion < f tnoualleries in 
J'mnland and the Northern kincr- 

doius. Sabcllicus in 1380 reck- 
oned of the Francifcan Order 
one thou fand five hundred nio- 
nalreries, and ninety thor.fand 
1 VI i no rites. The oil ice of gene- 
ral of the Krancifean Older was 
anciently for life ; but fmce the 
year 1 906 the generals are re- 
newed tvey fix years. See Iiel- 
yoc, Donnani, and the flioi t h if - 
tory of religious Orders printed 
at xVnillcrdam in lour volume?.;* 
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tcmplation. He ordered Leo to bring him a little bread and 
water every evening, and lay it at the entry of his cell : " And 
" when you fnall come to mattins," /aid he, <c do not come 
cc in, only fay, Domine, labia ?nea aperies. If I anfwer, Et 
cc os tneum annunciabit Idudem tuam^ you (hall come in ; other- 
cc wife you will go away again." The pious difciple was very 
punctual in obeying; but was often obliged to go back again, 
the faint being in raptures, as he did not doubt ; and once when 
he did not anfwer, he favv him lying proftrate on the ground, en- 
compafTed with a bright light, and heard him often repeat 
thefe words : <c Who are you, O my God, and my moft 
<c fwect Lord ! And who am I, a bafe worm, and your moft 
cc unworthy fcrvant ! " The faint afterward told Leo, that 
nothing gave him fo perfect, a knowledge and fenfe of his own 
nothingnefs as the contemplation of the abyfs of the divine 
perfections ; for nothing fo much improves the knowledge of 
ourfelves as the clear knowledge of God's infinite greatnefs and 
goodnefr, and his fpotlefs purity and fanch'ty. Heavenly vi- 
iions and communications of the Holy Ghoft were familiar to 
our faint ; but in this retreat on mount Alverno, in 1224, he 
was favoured with extraordinary raptures, and inflamed with 
burning defires of heaven in anew and unufual manner. Then 
it was that this faint deferved, by his humility, and his ardent 
love of his crucified Saviour, to be honoured with the extraor- 
dinary favour of the marks of his five wounds imprinted on 
his body by the vifion of a feraph. 

About the feaft of the exaltation of the crofs, on the 15th 
day of September, Francis being in prayer on the fide of the 
mountain, raifed himfelf towards God with the feraph ick ar- 
dour of his defires, and was Iran ("ported by a tender and affec- 
tive compaffion of charity into Him, who out of love was cru- 
cified for us. In this urate he faw as it were a feraph, with 
fix fhining wings blazing with fire, bearing down from the 
higheft part of the heavens towards him, with a molt rapid 
flight; and placing himfelf in the air near the faint. There 
appeared between his wings the figure of a man crucified, with 
.his hands and feet firctched out, and fafiencd to the crofs. 
The wings of the feraph were fo placed, that two he (It etched 
above his head, two he others extended to fly, and with the other 
two he covered his whole body. At this fight Francis was ex- 
tremely furprifed : a fudden joy, mingled with forrow, filled 
his heart. The familiar piefeuce of his Lord under the figure 
of a feraph, who fixed on him his eyes in the moft gracious 
and tender manner, gave him an exce/Iive joy ; but the forrow/ ul 
fight of his crucifixion pierced his foul with a fword of com- 
naflion. At the fame time he underfiood by an interiour light, 

that 
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that though the ftate of crucifixion no way agreed with that 
of the immortality of the feraph, this wonderful vifion. was 
manifefted to him, that he might underftand he was not to be 
transformed into a refembJance with Jefus Chrift crucified by 
the martyrdom of the flefh- but in his heart, and by the fire 
of his love. After a fecret and intimate converfation, the 
vifion difappearing, his foul remained interiourly inflamed with 
a feraphick ardour 3 and his body appeared exteriourly to have 
received the image of the crucifix, as if his flefh, like {oft wax, 
had received the mark of a feal imprefTed upon it. For the 
marks of nails began to appear in his hands and feet, refem- 
bling thofe he had feen in the vifion of the man crucified. His 
liands and feet feemed bored through in the middle with four 
wounds, and thefe holes appeared to be pierced with nails of 
hard flefh : the heads were round and black, and were feen in the 
palms of his hands, and in his feet in the upper part of the in- 
jftep. The points were long, and appeared beyond the fkin 
on the other fide, and were turned back as if they had been 
clenched with a hammer. There was alfo in his rightfide a 
red wound, as if made by the piercing of a lance ; and this 
often threw out blood, which ftained the tunick and drawers 
of the faint. This relation is taken from St. Bonaventure, 
who (chap. 13.) calls the wound of the fide a fear ; but means 
not a fear covered, but a wound left viflble and open 5 for he 
calls it (chap. 14.) a wound, and a hole in his fide; and fuch 
he again defcribes it as feen after the faint's death, (chap. 15.) 
The circumftance of its often bleeding confirms the fame j 
which docs not agree to a wound that is healed and covered, 
<t,r to a callous fear raifed after the healing of a wound, as 
Baillet, with many other miftakes, pretends this to have 
been (8). This wonderful miracle was performed whilfl the 
faint's underftand ing was filled with the ftrongeft ideas of 
Chrift ciucified, and hjs love employed in the utmoft ftrcngth 
of his will in entertaining its affections on that great objeiSr, 
and affirnilating them to his beloved in that fu fieri ng ftate ; fo 
that in the imaginative faculty of his fou.1 he feemed to form a 
fecond crucifix, with which impreflion it ailed upon and 
flrongly aftecicd the body. To produce the cxteriour marks of 
the wounds in the flefh, winch the intcriour love of his burn- 
ing heart was not able to do., the fiery feraph, or rather Chrift 
liimfelf, in that vifion (by darting bright piercing rays from his 
wounds Tcpicfentecl in the vifion) really formed them cxtcri- 
PU'ly in him, which love had interiourly imprinted in his foul s 

as 

(8) See F. CJ>alippe, T- z \h 3S s t 
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as St. Francis of Sales explains it (g). St. Francis endeavoured 
nothing mere than to conceal this fingular favour cf 
heaven from the eyes of men ; and for this purpofe he 
ever after covered his hands with his habit, and wore fhoes 
and the feet of ftockings on his feet (h). Yet having firfr. 
afked the advice of brother Iiluminatus and others, by 
their counfel, he with fear difclofed to them this wonderful 
viilon, but added, that feveral things had been manifefted to 
him in it, which he never would difcover to any one ; fecrets, 
fays St. Bonaventure, which perhaps could not be exprefled by 
words, or which men who are not fupernaturally enlightened 
are not capable of underflanding. Notwithftanding the precau- 
tions of the faint, thefe miraculous wounds were feen by feve- 
ral during the two years which he furvived, from 1224. to 1226, 
and by great multitudes after his death. The account of 
them the vicar-general of his Order publifhed in a circular let- 
ter addrefTed to all his brethren, immediately after St. Fran- 
cis's death ; the original copy of which was feen by Wadding. 
Luke of Tuy, bifhop of that city in Spain, publifhed his work 
againfl the Albigenfes in 1231, in which (10) he tells us, that he 
went to Aflifium the year after the faint's death, and that this 
vifion was attefted to him by many religious men and fcculars, 
clergymen and laymen, who had feen thefe nails of flefh in the 
faint's hands and feet, and the wound in his fide, and with 
their hands had felt them : he infers from them, that Chrift 
was faftened on the crofs with four nails, and that it was his 
right fide which was opened with the lance. He confirms this 
wonderful miracle from the life of the faint, written by F. 
Thomas de Celano, a difciple and companion of the faint, by the 
order of pope Gregory IX. ( r I ) from which work St.Ijonaventure 
took his relation. When fome in Bohemia called it in que- 
ftion, pope Gregory IX. rebuked them by a bull in 1237, at- 
tending the truth of thofe miraculous wounds upon his own 
ccitain knowledge, and that of his cardinals. The fame he 
affirms in two letters recited by Wadding and Chalippc ; and 
fays, thefe wounds, after his death, were publickly fhewn to 

every 

(9) St. Francis of Sales on the Love of God. (10) Luc. 

Tud. adv. Albig. i. z. en. Bibl. Patr. T. 15. (11) Greg. Vf, 
Conilit. 12. 



Wadding faw, in the con- 
vent of the poor Clares ac.Af- 
filium, a pair of thefe half ltoclc- 
ings, ma' ! 'j by St. Clare for St. 
branch, with the parts railed 



above and below for the beach 
and points of the nails. IJlood 
from his fide is kept in the ca- 
thedral at Uecanati. bee Cha* 
lippe, T. 2. p. 36 1 • 
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every one. Pope Alexander IV. in a fermon to the people in 
1254, declared that he had been himfelf an eyevvitnefs of thofe 
wounds in the body of the faint whilft he was yet living. St. 
Bonaventure, who with other friars was prefent at this dif- 
courfe, heard this authentick declaration made by his Holinefs. 
That pope allures the fame in a bull in iz$S-> addrefled to the 
whole church ( j 2). St. Bonaventure, who wrote his life in 
126 r, and who had lived long with the mo ft familiar difciples 
of the fervant of God, fays, that whilft the faint was alive, 
many of his brethren and feveral cardinals faw the nails marked 
in his hands and feet: fome alfo, by fecret artifices, found the 
means to fee and feel the wound in his fide. After his death, 
every one openly faw it and the other four wounds. Fifty 
friars, St. Clare and all her fitters, and an innumerable mul- 
titude of feculars, faw and killed them : and fome, for greater 
certainty, touched them with their hands. St. Bonaventure 
relates many miracles, and a vifion of St. Francis to pope Gre- 
gory IX. by which the truth of thefe miraculous wounds was 
confirmed. In honour of this miracle, and to excite in the 
hearts of the faithful, a more ardent love of our crucified Sa- 
viour, and devotion to his facred paffion, pope Benedict XI. 
in 1304, inftituted a feftival and office in memory of them $ 
which were extended to the whole church by Sixtus IV. in 
3 475> Sixtus V. and Paul V. in 1615, the 17th of September 
being the day chofen for this annual commemoration. The 
ancient church of St. Francis on mount Alverno, with another 
new one more fpacious, and a large convent, are places of 
great devotion on account of this miracle, and enjoy great 
privileges by the grants of feveral popes and emperours ( r 3 J. 

It appears man i fell: that this wonderful favour was in part a 
recompence of the great love which St* Francis bore to the 
crofs of Chriir. Fiom the beginning of his converfion his 
heart was fo inflamed with this divine love, that the fuffcrings 
of his Saviour a'moft continually filled his thoughts, in which 
meditation, fighs, and tears frequently expreflcd the fentirnents 
of his foul. It was to render himfelf more perfectly conformed 
to his crucihYd Jcfus, that he with great fervour ftript himfelf 
of everv thing, made of his body a victim of penance, and 
thrice futrrju an opportunity of giving his life for Chrift by 
mariyidom. 1 hL; adoiable object was all his fcience, all his 
oiory, all his j'>>, all his comfort in this world. Fo footh 
1 he fharp pains ol a violent dill cm per, he was one day deiired 
to lei fume one lead a book to him j but he imiwcrcdy cc No- 

4C thing 



( 1 z) Alex. IV. ConHic. (13) t>ec Chalippe, T. z p. 336. 
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cc thing gives me fo much delight as to think on the life and 
<c pafiion of our Lord : I continually employ my mind on this 
cc object, and were I to live to the end of the world, I'fhould 
6C ftand in need of no other books." In the fchool of his 
crucified Lord he learned fo vehement a love of holy poverty, 
that meeting one day a beggar almoft naked, he with iighs faid 
to his companion : ct Here is a poor man, whofe condition is a 
cc reproach to us. We have chofen poverty to be our riches ; 
cc yet in it he outdoes us." He called poverty his lady, his queen, 
his mother, vnd his fpoufe, and earneftly begged it of God 
as his portion and privilege. cc O Jefus," faid he, " who was 
cc plcafed to embrace extreme poverty, the grace I beg of yoia 
cc is 5 that you bellow on me the privilege of poverty. It is 
fcC my moft ardent defire to be enriched with this treafure. 
cc This I afk for me and mine, that for the glory of thy holy 
cc name we never po fiefs any thing under' heaven, and receive: 
cc our fuhfiftence itfelf from the charity of others, and be in 
6C this alfo very f paring and moderate." He extended his rule 
of poveity to what is interiour and fpiritual, fearing left any 
one among his friars fhould regard his fcience as his own 
property and fund, for fo it feeds felf-love, and produces inor- 
dinate complacency in itfelf, and fecret attachments, very con- 
trary to that entire difengagement of the heart which opens it 
to the divine grace. The faint indeed exhorted thofe that were 
beft qualified, to apply themfelves to facred ftudies 5 but always 
with this caution, that they ftill fpent more time in prayer, and 
ftudied not fo much how to fpeak to others, as how to preach 
to themfelves, and how to pra£ti/e. Studies which feed vanity 
rather than piety he abhorred, becaufe they utterly extinguifh 
charity and devotion, and drain and puff up the heart. Humi- 
liations, reproaches, and fufferings he called the true gain, 
and the moil perfect joy of a religious man, efpecially a friar 
minor, who, according to this Taint, ought to be not fo much 
in name, as in fpirit, the lowcfl: among men. 

St. Francis came down from mount Alverno, bearing in his 
flclh the marks of the lacrcd wounds, and more inflamed than 
ever with the ferapbick ardours of divine charity. The two 
years that he furvived this heavenly virion, feemed a martyrdom 
of love. IJo was moreover much afilitSled in them with fick- 
nefs, wcaknefs, and pains in his eyes. In this fullering Rate 
he ufed often to repeat, that the moft rigorous appointments of 
providence are often the molt tender effects of the divine mercy 
in our favour. In 1:125, his diflempcr growing dangerous, 
cardinal Uugolin, and the vicar-general Elias obliged him to 
put himfulf in the hands of the moft able furgcons and phy- 
sicians of Rictip whaein he complied with great fimplicity. in 

his 
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his ficknefs he fcarce allowed himfelf any intermlflion from 
prayer, and would not check his tears, though the phyfician 
thought it neceiTary for the prefervation of his fight : which he 
entirely loft upon his deathbed* Under violent pains,. When 
another exhorted him to beg of God to mitigate them, not* 
withftanding his extreme weakne/s he arofe, and falling on the 
ground, and killing it, prayed as follows : ct O Lord, I return 
* 6 thee thanks for the pains which I fuffer : J pray that thou add 
* c to them an hundred times more, if fuch be thy holy will. 
* c I fhall rejoice that thou art pleafed to afflict me without fpar- 
<e ing my carcafe here ; for what fweeter comfort can I have, 
cc than that thy holy will be done ! 99 He foretold his death 
long before it happened, both to feverai of his brethren, and in 
a letter which he dictated on Sunday the 28th of September, 
to a pious lady of Rome, his great friend. The laint earneftly 
requeued that he might be buried at the common place of exe- 
cution, among the bodies of the malefactors, on a hill then 
without the walls of the town of AmTium, called Colle d' in- 
ferno St, Francis, a little before his death, dictated his 
teftament to his religious brethren, in which he recommends to 
them, that they always honour the priefts and paftors of the 
church as their matters, that they faithfully obferve their rule, 
and that they work with their hands, not out of a defire of gain, 
but for the fake of good example, and to avoid idlenefs. <c If we 
<c receive nothing for our work," fays he, " let us have recourfe 
<c to the table of the Lord, the begging alms from door to door." 
He orders, that they who do not know how to work, learn 
fame trade. Pope Nicholas III. declared, that this precept of 
manual labour does not regard thofe who are in holy orders, 
and are employed in preaching, and in other fpiritual functions, 
which is clear from the rule itfelf, the example of St. Francis, 
and the apology wrote by St. Bonaventure. Having finifhed his 
teftament, the faint defired a fpiritual fong of thankfgiving to 
God for all his creatures, which he had epmpofed, to be fung. 
Then he in fitted upon being laid on the ground, and covered 
with an old habit, which the guardian gave him. In this 
pofture he exhorted his brethren to the love of God, holy 
poverty and patience, and gave his laft Welling to all his difci- 
plcs, the abfent as well as thofe that were prelcnt, in the fol- 
lowing 



(/) This place being judged 
commodious for building a con- 
vent, a great nionaltcry was 
creeled there j and four years af- 
ter the faint's death his body 



was removed thither, and the 
name of the hill changed into 
that of Colle del Paracliib, by 
an order of pope Gregory 
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lowing words : 65 Farewel, my children : remain always 
« c in the fear of the Lord. That temptation and tribulation 
< c which is to come;, is now at hand : and happy fhall they be 
6 < who fhall perfevere in the good they have begun. I haften 
6C to go to our Lord, to whofe grace I recommend you." He 
then caufed the hiftory of the paflion of our Lord in the gofpet 
of St. John to be read : after which he began to recite the 
hundred for ty-firft pfalm : / have cried with ?ny voice to the Lor d> 
&c. Having repeated the lafl: verfe : Bring my foul out of prifon 9 
that I may praife thy na?ne : the jiift wait for me till thou reward 
me \ he yielded up his foul on the 4th of October, in the 
year 1226, the twentieth after his converflon, and the forty- 
fifth of his age. Great multitudes flocked to fee and kifs the* 
prints of the facred wounds in his flefh, which were openly 
ihewn to all perfons. A certain learned man of rank, named 
Jerom, doubted of the reality of thefe miraculous wounds 
till he had touched and examined them with his hands, and 
moved the nails of flefli backwards and forwards ; by which 
he was fo evidently convinced, that he confirmed by a folemti 
oath his atteftation of them, as St. Bonaventure mentions^ 
The next morning, which was Sunday, the faint's body was 
carried with a numerous and pompous proceflion from the con- 
vent of the Portiuncula to Aflifium. The proceflion ftopt at 
St. Damian's, where St. Clare and her nuns had the comfort 
of killing the marks of the wounds in his flefh. St. Clare at- 
tempted to take out one of the nails of flefli, but could not, 
though the black head was protuberant above the palm of the 
hand, and fhe eafily thruft it up and down, and dipped a linen 
cloth in the blood which iflued out. The body was carried 
thence,* and buried at St. George's. Pope Honorious III. dying 
in 1227, cardinal Hugolin was chofen pope the fame year, and 
took the name of Gregory IX. Two years after the faint's 
death, this pope went to Aflifium, and after a rigorous ex- 
amination and folemn approbation of fcveral miraculous cure9 
wrought through the merits of St. Francis, he performed the 
ceremony of his canonization in the church of St. George on 
the 16th of July, 1228. His Holinefs gave a fuin of money 
for building a new church on the place which he would 
have called from that time Colic del Paradifo. Elias, the ge- 
neral, by contributions and exactions, much increafed the 
fum, and raifed a moffc magnificent pile, which was finifhed in 
1230, and that year the body of the faint was tranflatcd thither 
on the 25th of May. Pope Gregory IX. came again to Af- 
fifium, and performed himfelf the ceremony of the dedication 
of this church in 1235, when the body of the faint was ftill 

entire. It lies in this church, and it is laid under a fumptuouj* 

chape! 
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chapel of marble, curioufly" wrought, flan ding in the middle 
of this fpacious church, which is dedicated to St. Francis. In 
the facrifiy, among many other relicks, J was fhewn, in 1745, 
fome of the writing of St. Francis, and alfo of St. Bonaven- 
ture. Over this church is a fecond, adorned with rich paint- 
ings, dedicated to the twelve apoflles. We are told there is a 
thud Tub terraneous church under it, like that under St. Peter's 
on the Vatican-hill, made in vaults ; but that of Sc. Francis is 
not open. The body of St. Francis has never been difcovered 
or vilited flnce the time of Gregory IX. and was concealed in 
fome fecret vault, for the better fecuring fo precious a trea- 
sure (14). In this patriarchal convent the general of the Con- 
ventual Francifcans refides. 

Who can confider the wonderful examples of St. Francis, 
and not cry out with our divine Redeemer, / confefs to thee y 
eternal Father \ Lord and king of heaven and earth, bccaufe thou 
haft hidden thefe things from the wife and the prude?it? and haft 
revealed them to the little ones* Thus it is? O Father : becanfe it 
is pleaftng in thy eyes (/5). Thou refiiteft the proud, and haft 
difmifled them empty ; but thou given; grace to the humble, 
taking pleafure to communicate thyfelf to thofe that are fimple 
of heart, thy little ones, whofe hearts are difengaged from 
earthly things. Thou art truly a hidden God, who dwelleft 
in inacceflible light, unknown to the world : but thou im- 
parteft thyfelf abundantly and lovingly to thofe who having pu- 
rified their fouls from the fpots of earthly filth and attachments, 
exprefs and fhew forth in their hearts and bodies Jefus Chrifl 
crucified. Yes, Father, fo it hath pleafed TJiee. This in- 
teriour crucifixion of the heart, this perfect fimplicity and dif~ \ 
engagement of the afre6Hons, confifts not in the cxteriour re- ! 
nunciation of the world (which is indeed often a help to if, 1 
or its efTe6l) but in the fpirit, and is compatible with the 
ftate and employments of every lawful condition in the world, 
as many faints have fhewn, who on thrones, in courts, or 
armies learned to die to the world and them felves, ufed the 
things of this world as ftcwards only, and as if they ufed 
them not, living as ftrangers and pilgrims on earth. 

On the fame DAY 

SS. Marcus, Marcian, and their Companions, MM* The 
fourth edict of Diocletian produced in the years 304 and 305 a fright- 
ful ila tighter of ChrilHans in Jigypt, particularly in 'J 'htjbais. J'lu- 
Jcbius fays, that after fuilerimt 1coum>os. tcaiiii" ; with iron hooks, 

f ' *-» o * o ..... 

dL'ijoJiunig 

(14) See Chalippe, 1. 5* T.2. p. 25,2. (15) Matt. 25. 
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disjointing of limbs, and many unheard-of torments ; fome were 
•beheaded, others thrown into the fca, others burnt, many crucified, 
feveral nailed to croffes with their heads do wii wards, and great 
numbers were hung on gibbets in all parts of Egypt. Marcus and 
Iviarcian are named among thefe holy champions ; .in ancient mar- 
tyrologies they are called brothers. The fame hiftorian defcribes 
the cruelties of which he was an eyewitnefs, being then in Thebais. 
The ufuah torments there exercifed on the Chriftians- were to tear the 
bodies with iron hooks and potfbeards, ro hang them up naked with 
their heads downwards, &c, Many were hung by their legs on 
two thick boughs of trees drawn together, which being let go, cheir 
bodies were torn afunder. Some of thefe barbarous executions 
were continued for years together, and fometimes ten, twenty, Jixty, 
or an hundred fuffered in one day in the fame place. F.ufebius Jaw 
the executioners wearied, and their fvvords or other inftrumcnts 
blunted or fhivered to pieces with their butcheries, yet the ChriiHans 
flill courting racks and death at their hands. Some of thefe mar- 
tyrs were perfons eminent for their birth, reputation, or learning 
andfkill in philofophy. — See Euf. Hi/I. 1.8. c. 8, 9. Fleury,!. 8 11. 32, 

St, Petronius, Bilhop of Bologna, C. He was fon to Fecro- 
nius, prefect of the prastorium, a perfbn famous for his eloquence. 
Our faint inured himfelf from his infancy whilft he lived in his fa- 
ther's houfe to all the exercifes of a fevere afcetick life. Being ar- 
rived at man's eftate, he travelled into the Eaft, and vifited the de- 
feats of Paleftine and Egypt, in order to improve himfelf in the 
fciences of true Chriftian perfection by the example aud inductions 
of the great faints who inhabited them. For this purpofe he made 
a confiderable Ray with the moll; famous amonglt them, fuch as St. 
John of Lycopolis, St. Apollo, Sr. Arnmon, &c. We have an ac- 
count of the edifying circumftanccs which he collected in this jour- 
ney in the fecond book of the Lives of the Father t % which Gen- 
nadius afcribes to him, and Erafmus, Gefner, Goldaft, and iia- 
ronius to Evagrius of Pontus ; but which was certainly compiled 
from the relation of our faint by Rulinus, as Fontanini demon- . 
Urates (1) from the exprefs tcftimony of St. Jcrom (?), and many 
circumltances mentioned in the work itfelf. St. Petronius defpifed 
the lludy of eloquence and profane literature: not.*, irhtlanding 
which, upon his return into Italy, he was chofen bifliopof tiologua. 
He who had performed his tedious journey through the KnCern wil- 
der nuflbs barclbot, joining to its fatigues the moll aulleie penitential 
aulleritics, and who had brought home not a diflipatcd mind, but 
an improved fpirit of compunction and devotion, becaufe he had 
made prayer and mortification his conjoint companions, would be 
f-ir from remitting any thing of thofe exetcifes. when raifed to the 
J'albral dignity in the church. He on the contrary redoubled his 
a(liiluity and fervour in them, being fenfible that the fanUijieatiou 
ol his own foul, aud that of bis'ilock, had a mutual dependance 
on each other. lie died about the year 450, in the rehni of Va- 

Vu l. IV. H " lentinian 



„ (0 Juftus Fontanmi, Hill. Liter. EccJ. A quit (s) Ep. ad. 
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Jentinian III. The Roman marry rology mentions hitn on this 
day (a). — See Rufin. L 2. de Vitis Parr. Gennad. de Vir. Ill, c. 41. 
Ceiliier, T. 14, p. 299. Fontanini, Hift* Liter. Aquileiem. p. 361. 

L 5. C. !2. 

St Ammon, Hermit, founder of the Hermitages of Nitria. This 
great faint was born in Egypt of a rich and noble family. At the 
age of twenty-two years his tu tours and truftees obliged him to marry 
in the year 308 ; but on the day of his marriage lie read to his 
wife what St. Paul has wrote in commendation of the holy ft ate of 
virginity, by which fhe was eanly perfuaded to confent to their 
making a mutual vow of perpetual continence. They lived together 
eighteen years under the fame roof as brother and filter, in the per- 
petual exercifes of prayer and good works. They afterwards fe- 
para.ed ; (he converted her houfc into a monaftery of nuns, and he 
retired to mount Nitria, where he lived twenty -two years in great 
auileiity, and formed many holy difnples who peopled that great 
mountain, and filled it with hermitages. St. Ammon wrought lis 
veral miracles. One day, as he was going to crofs a river, called 
L.VCU5, when the banks were overflowed, in company with 
Theodorus his difciple, he defired him to withdraw, that they 
might not be fecn nuked in fwimming over. Amnion, though 
alone, Jiood pen five on the bank, being unwilling and afhamed out 
of modefty to ftrip himfelf, reflecting that he had never fcen himfelt 
naked, God was pleafed to recompenfe his virginal love of purity 
by a miracle, and whilft he Hood thus he found himfelf on a fudden 
tranfported to ihe other fide of the river. Theodorus coming up, 
and feeing he was gone over without being wet, afked him ho.v 
it came to pafs, and prefTed him fo earneitly that he confeifed the 
miracle to him, making him firll promife not to mention it to any 
one till alter his death. This faint often went to fee St. Antony, 
and in a vifit which St. Antony made him, they marked out toge- 
ther a place for a new mo nailery by fetting up a crofs. He died at 
the age of llxty-two years, and St. Antony, though at the diitanrc 
of thirteen days journey from him, knew the exacl time of hi> 
clench, having feen hit, foul afcend to heaven. .See Palladia, 
Kufinus, Sozomcn, &c in Rofweide ; alio Coydier Mon. Gr. T. i. 

Sc. Auiiea, V, Abbefs. When St. Eligius fettled at Paris a nun- 
neiy of three hundred virgins he appointed Aurca abbefs of that 
numerous family She walked before them in the exercifes of ie- 
ligious perfection, and being invited to glory by St Eligius in a 
virion alter his death, me exhorted her fillers to rejoice at the near 
protpcdl of their blifs, and died on the 4th of October, in 066. 
With her one hundred and fixty of her nuns were fwept oil* by the 
pollilonce. Her relicks have been in fome former ages in equal ve- 
neration at Paris with thofe of St. Genevieve. — See the Hie ol St. 
Kli^ius, and the Roman and Paris martyrologics. St. 

(•-/) The great church of St. Petronius at Bologna, is famous 
anion;* oi lier things, for the gnomon made in it by JDominico Chi- 
fini, ia 1045, with a meridian line 120 feet in length drawn on til- 
pa vein nc. 
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St. Edwin, King, M. The fchool of adverfity prepared this 
prince for the greateft atchievements, as neceflity often makes men 
induftrious, whilft affluence and prosperity ruin others by floth and 
' careleflhefs. Edwin was fon of Alia, king of Deira ; but at his 
father's death was deprived of his .kingdom by Ethelfred, king of 
the Bernicians, who united all the Northumbrians in one monarchy. 
Edwin fled to Redwald, king of the Eaft-Angles, who by threats 
and promifes was fecretly brought to a refolution to deliver him into 
the hands of his enemy. The young prince was privately informed 
of his danger by a friend in the council, and as he fet very melan- 
choly one night before the palace gate, a ftranger promifed him 
the reftoration of his kingdom, and the chief fovereignty over the 
Englifh, if he promifed to do what mould be taught him for his 
own life and falvation. Edwin readily made this promife, and the 
Granger laying his hand upon his head, bad him remember that 
fign. In the meantime Redwald was diverted from his treacherous 
intention by the perfuafion of his wife, and difcomfitcd and flew 
Ethilfrid, who was marching againft: him, on the Eall-fide cf the 
little river Idle, in Nottinghamfhire. By this victory Edwin was 
put in porTeflion of the whole kingdom of the Northumbrians, which 
comprifed all the North of England : and in a fhort time he became 
fo formidable by the fuccefs of his arms, that he obliged all the 
other Engliih king*, and alfo the Britons or Welch, to acknowledge 
his fuperiour power. He took to wife Edilburge, daughter to the 
late St. Ethelbert, the firft Chriftian king of the Englifh, and fitter 
to Ealbald, then king of Kent. St. Paulinus received the epifco- 
pal confecration, and was fent to attend her. On Eafter-eve, in 
6z6, the queen was delivered of a daughter, and on Eafter-day 
an aiTaffin, named Eumer, fent by Quichelm. king of the Weft- 
Saxons, being admitted into the prefence of king Edwin, attempted 
toltab him with a poifoned dagger, which he took from under his 
cloak. He gave a violent pufh at the king, and would have cer- 
tainly killed him, if Lilla, his favourite, and faithful miniller, had 
not, for want of a buckler, intcrpofed his own body, and fo fayed 
the king's life with the lofs of his own. The dagger wounded the 
king through the body of this officer. The ruffian was cut to 
pieces upon the fpot, but firft killed another of the courtier*. The 
king returned thanks to his gods for his prefer vation ; but Paulinus 
told the king it was the cft'jft of the prayers of hib queen, and ex- 
horted him to thank the true God for His merciful protection of his 
pcrfon, and for her fafe delivery. The king feemed plcafed with 
his difeourfe, and was prevailed upon to con fent that his daughter 
that was j nil born mould be confederated to God. She was bapiiard 
with twelve others on Whitfunday, and called Kanlleda. beinf the 
font fruits of the kingdom of the Northumbrians. Thcfc ihiii^s 
happened in the royal city upon the Derwcnr, fays Heilo ; that is, 
near the city Derventius, mentioned by Antoninus, in his Itinerary 
of Britain: it is at prcfent a village called Ah! by, thai- is. Oil 
Dwelling, near which are the ruins of an old callle, as Camden 
takes notice. 

If 3 The 
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The king, moreover, promifed Paulinus, that if God reftored 
him his health, and made him victorious over thofe who had con. 
fpired fo bafely to take away his life, he would become himfelf a 
Chriftian. When his wound was healed he afTembled his army, 
marched againft the king of the Weft- Saxons, vanquished him in 
the field, and either flew or took prifoners all the authors of the 
wicked plot of his afTailmation. From this time he no more wor- 
fhipped any idols ; yet he deferred to accomplish his promife of re- 
ceiving baptifm. Pope Eoniface lent him an exhortatory letter, 
with prefents ; and a filver looking glafs, and an ivory comb to the 
queen Edilburge, admouifhing her to prefs him upon that fubject. 
t.dwin was willingly inftructed in the faith, often meditated on it 
by himfelf, and confulted with the wi'eft among his great officers. 
Paulinus continued to exhort him, and to pray zeatoufly for his 
tonverlion. At length being informed, it is believed, by revelation, 
of the wonderful prediction made formerly to the king, and of his 
promife, he came to him whilst he was thinking one day ierioufly upon 
his choice or religion, and laying his hand upon his head, a/Iced if 
he remembered that iign ? The king trembli- g, would have 
thrown himfelf at his feet; but the bifhop railing him up, faid 
with an affectionate fwectnefs : 44 You fee that God hath delivered 
*' you fro m your enemies ; he moreover offers you his everl ailing 
" kingdom. Take care on your fide to perform your promife, by 
** receiving his faiih, and keeping his commandments. " The king 
anfwered he would confer with his chief counfellours to engage 
them to do the fame with him : to which the bifhop confented. The 
king having afTembled his nobles, afked their advice: Coin", the 
high prieft of the idols, fpoke firlx, declaring that by experience 
it was manifefi- their gods , had no power. Another per/on faid, 
the Ihort moment of" this life is of no weight, if put in the balance 
with eternity. Then St. Paulinus harangued the affembly. Coifi 
applauded his difcourfe, and advifed the king to command fire to be 
fa: to the temples and altars of their falfc gods. .The king afked 
htm who High Id full profane them ? Coifi anfwered, that he 
himfelf, who had been the foremoft in their worfhip, ought to do it, 
for an example to others Then he dciircd to be furnifhed with 
arms arid a Uorfe ; for according to their fuperitition it was not law- 
fid for the high-p rieli to bear any arms, ,or to ride on a horfc, but 
only on a mare. Deing therefore mounted on the king's own horfc, 
with a fvvoul by his fide, and a fpear in his hand, he rode to the 
temple, which he profaned by calling his fpear into it. He then 
commanded thofe that accompanied him to pull it down, and burn 
ir ivirh the whole inclofurc. 1 his place, fays Rede, is fhewn not 
far from. York, to the Eall beyond the Derwent, and is called 
Godmund/ ogham, that is, Receptacle of (jods. It retains to this 
day the name of Godmanhnm ; and near it is VVigton, that is, 
Tou/u of ldol« f as Camden mentions in York/hire. 

Kino; Edwin war. baptized at Yoric on lia/lcr-day, in the year of 

€An'il\ (>27, the eleventh of his reign. 'J he ceremony was per- 

ibnne/i in the church of St. Peter, which lie had caufed to be built 

of ti ruber through haJle; but he afterwards began a large church 

of 
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of ftone, in which this was inclofed, and which was finifhed by 
his fucccffour St. Ofwald. St. Paulinus fixed his epifcopal fee at 
York, with the approbation of king Edwin, and continued to 
preach freely during the remaining fix years of this prince's reign. 
He baptized among others four fons, one daughter, and onegrand- 
fon of the king's ; and both nobles and people flocked in crowds to 
be initrucled, and to receive the holy facrament of baptifrn. "When 
the king and queen were at their country palace of Yeverin in Glen- 
dale, among the Bcrnicians in Northumberland, the bifhop was 
taken up thirty-fix days together from morning till night in cate- 
chizing perfons, and in baptizing them in the little river Glen. 
Oratories and baptirteries not being yet built, the people were bap- 
tized in rivers ; which {hews that baptifrn was then adminittcred by 
immerJion. When Sc. Paulinus was with the king in the country ot 
the Dciri, hewas'wont to baptize in the river Swale, near Cat. raft, 
now the village Cattarick, which the tradition of that country con- 
firms to this day, fay Mr. Drake, Mr. Smith, and Mr. Stlvens, 
Sc. Edwin built a church in honour of Sc. Alban, from which a new 
town arofe which was called Albanfbury. and fince Almondburv. 




ward built. 



King Edwin was equally zealous to pradlife himfelf, and to pro- 
pagate on all fides the holy religion winch he profcflcd. i he Em r - 
lifli nation generally received the fairh with a fervour equal to that 
of the primitive Chiiftians, and many among them became by their 
conversion quite another people, having no other views but thofc of 
another world, and no other thoughts but of the ineftimablc bap- 
pinefs which by the divine mercy, they were poiTeflcd of, to im- 
prove which was their only ftudy. Even kings who find the greatcft 
obstacles to virtue, and whilit they command others at will, are 
often of all men the lead mailers of themfelves, and the greatcft 
flavcs to their own paflions ; thefe, I fay, among the new converted 
Englifh, often fet their fubjc&s the [Iron gc it examples of the 
powerful influence of grace, which is omnipotent in thole who open 
their brealls to it. No Iboner had they got light of heaven and 
immortality, but earth appeared contemptible to them, and they 
trampled under their feet thofe crowns, for which a little before they 
were icady to fuller every thing. Several exchanged their purple 
and fceptres for haircloth, their palaces for mean cells, the:r 
power and command for the humility of obedience. Others wore 
kill their crowns, but looked on them with holy contempt; and re- 
garded it as their chiefcll glory to make Chrid reign in the hearts of 
their iubjeds, and to impart to other nations the bleflinfr they had 
received. In thefe zealous endeavours Sc. Edwin def rved for his 
recommence the gloiious crown of martyrdom. Rcdwald, kin<$ 
of the Kail-Angles, had received baptihn in the kingdom of Kent's 
nut being returned home, was/ feduced by his wile and other evil 
teacher;;, and 'mined together the worfhip of his ancient gods, nn<4 

that of Jefus Chriil ; erecting, Samaritan like, two altar* in the fam« 

11 3 Wirt- 
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temple, the one to Chrift, and another {mailer for the vidlims of 
devils. His fon and fucceiTour Earpwald was prevailed upon by 
Sc. Edwin to embrace with his whole heart the faith of Chrift ; 
though, he being killed foon after, that nation relapfed into ido- 
latry for three years, till Sigebert returning from his exile in Gaul, 
reftored the Chriftian religion The Englifh enjoyed fo perfect 
tranquility and fecurity throughout the dominions of king Edwin, 
that this peace became proverbial among them ; and it was affirmed 
that a woman with her new-born infant might fafely travel from 
jfea to fea. To the fountains on the highways the king had caufed 
copper cups to be chained, which none durft remove or take aw^y, 
fo ilriclly were the laws obferved. This good king had reigned 
Seventeen years over the Englifli and the Britons, of which he had 
fpent the I all fix in the fervice of Chrift, when God was pleafed to 
\ifit him with afflictions in order to raife him to the glory of mar- 
tyrdom. Penda, a prince of royal blood among the Mercian?, a 
•violent abetter of idolatry, revolted from his obedience, and got 
together an army of furious veteran foldiers, fuch as had fir ft invaded 
Britain, and all that hall adhered to their ancient fuperftitions. Penda 
fought to extirpate Chriftianiry, and from this time reigned over the 
JVier.ians twenty two years. In this firft revolt he entered into a 
confederacy with Cadwallo, king of the Britons, or Welch, who 
was indeed a Chriftian, but ignorant of the principles of this holy 
religion, favage and barbarous in his manners, and fo implacable 
an enemy to the Englifli, as to feem rather a wild beaft than a man : 
for in hii violent rage utterly to dellroy that people, with all that 
belonged to them, he paid no regard to churches or religion, and 
fpared neither age nor fex. King Edwin being the nioft powerful 
prince in the Englifh Heptarchy, to whom all the reft paid a kind 
of obedience, the fury of this war was entirely bent againft him, 
and he was killed in a great battle againft thefe two princes, fought 
in Yorkfhire, at a place now called Hatfield, originally Heavenfield, 
which name was given it on account of the great number of Chrifti- 
ans there flain in this engagement. The body of St. Edwin was 
buried at Whitby, but his head in the porch of the church he had 
built at York. He is honoured with the title of martyr in the niar- 
tyrology of Florus, and in all our Englifh Calendars. Speed, in 
his catalogue, mentions an old church in London, and another at 
Rrevs in Somerfetmirc, of both which St. Edwin was the titular 
patron. His death happened in the year of Chrift 633, of his age 
the forty-eighth. To what manner the Chriftian religion was rcflorcol 
in Noj thumbev.land is related in the life of St. Ofwald. — On St. Ed- 
win fee Uede Hi//. 1. 2. 0.9, 10, 12, 15, 20. William of Mai me f- 
bury, and Alford who has inferted, ad an. 632, the letter of pope 
1-Jonoiius ro this holy king, which is alio extant together with his 
letter to Honorius, archbi/hop of Canterbury, in. £ede, and Cone. 

T. 6. See the life of fc'c. Paulinus, 06k x. 
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From S. Greg. Dial. I. c. 3, 7 ar.d Ma billon AnnaL Bencd. 
1*. I. y2><?zc /fe <?/f?j of their martyrdom to be a piece of no 

Authority* 
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TH E reputation of the creat farsSity of St. Benedict 
whilft he lived at Suhlaco. being fpread abroad, the 
nobleft families in Rome brought -their childten to him to be 
educated by him in his monastery. Equities committed to h'a 
care, in 522, his fon Maurus, then twelve vears of pge, and 
the patrician Tertullus bis fon Placidus, who was no more 
than (even. Philip of Mace Jon, recommending his ion Alex- 
ander the Great to Ariftotle, whom he had chofen for his pre- 
ceptor, in his letter upon that fubject, gave thanks to his gods 
not fo much for having given him a fon, as for providing him 
with fuch a mailer for his education. With far more tea fon 
Tertullus rejoiced that he had found fuch a fancluary, where his 
fon, whilft his heart was yet untainted by the world, might 
happily efcape its contagion. St. Giegory relates, that Pla- 
cidus being fallen into the lake of Subu.co as he was {'etching 
ionic ware)' in a piicher, Sr. Benedict, who was in the n o- 
naftery, immediately knew this accident, and calling Maums, 

fa id to him: " Bmcher, run. make bafle ; the child is fallen 
tc into the water." iViaurus having beaded his blcfiing, ran 
to the lake, and walked upon the wate r above a bow-fhoC 
from the land, to the place where Placid us was floating*, and 
taking him hold by the hair, icttirncd with the fame Ipeed. 
Being got to the land, and looking behind him, lie faw he 
had walked upon the water, which he had not perceived 
till then. St. Benedick afcribed this miracle to the dilciple's 
obedience; but St. Maurus attributed it to the command ami 
bleiling or' the abbot, maintaining that he could not work a 
miracle without knowing ir. Placidus decided the difpute by 
faying: tc When I was taken out of the water, I &\v thj 

ii ^ , tc abbot '4 
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<c abbot's melotes upon my head, and himfelf helping me out." 
The melotes was a fheep's (kin worn by monks upon their 
fhoulders. . We muft obferve that St. Placidus being very 
young, had not yet leceived the monaftick tonfure and habit. 
This miraculous corporal prefervatipn of Placidus may be re- 
garded as an emblem of the wonderful in vi Able prefervation of 
his foul by divine grace from the fpiritual (hip wreck of fin. He 
advanced daily in holy wifdom, and in the perfect exercife of 
all virtues, fo that his lrfe feemed a trrie copy of that of his 
jnafter and guide, the glorious St. Benedict ; who feeing the 
great progrefs which divine grace made in his tender heart, 
always loved him as one of the dearefr. among his fpiritual 
children-, and took him with him to mount CaOmo in 528, 
The fen a tor Tertulius made them a vifit foon after their arri- 
val there, faw with pleafure the riftng virtue of his fon Pla- 
cidus, and bellowed on St. Benedict part of the eftalcs which 
he poflcfied in that country, and others in Sicily. The holy 
patriarch founded another monaftery upon thefe latter near 
Medina* a great city with a fine harbour upon the freights 
which part Italy from Sicily. Of this new colony St. Placidus 
was made abbot. Dom Rabache de Freville, the prefent fub- 
prior of St Geimain des P/ez, in his manufcript life of St. 
Maurus, places the arrival of chat faint at Angers in France, 
and the foundation of the abbey of GlanfeuiJ, in ^54.3, the 
very year in which St. Benedict died. St. Placidus is fuppofed 
to have gone to Sicily in 541, a little before the holy patri- 
arch's death, being about twenty-fix years of age. The fpirit 
of the monaflick Irate being that of penance and holy retire- 
ment, the primitive founders of this holy inftitute were par- 
ticularly watchful entirely to fliut the world out of their mo- 
naileries, and to guard all the avenues through which it could 
break in upon their folituJe. Its breath is always poifonous 
to thofc who are called to a life of retirement. Charity may 
call a monk abroad to ferve his neighbour in fpiritual functi- 
ons ; but that perfon only cm fafely venture upon this ex- 
ternal einyloyment who is dead to the world, and who ftudies 
to preferve in it interiour folirudc and recollection, having his 
invifible food and fecret manna, and making it his delig it to 
convex fe feoetly in his heart with God, and to dwell in hea- 
ven. This fpirit St. Placidus had learned from his great in- 
ftruiter, and the fame he in (tilled into his religious brethren, 
lie had not lived many years in Sicily before a Pagan barba- 
rian with a fleet of pirates landed in Sicily, and out of hatred 
of the Chiiflian name, and the religions profeflion of thefe 

Icivants of GoJ 3 put St. Placidus and his fellow-monks to the 
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fword, and burnt their monaftery about she year 546. Their 
precious remains were difcovered at Mefiina with an old in- 
fer ip ion in the year J558,*and in their tombs were found 
little v'Sv:ls of blood 5 as was the primitive cuftom in the burial 

of martyrs ( 1). v 

/jii true monks devote themfelves to God ; they feparate 

themfJvcs from the world, and do not entangle themfelves 
in fecular bu line is, that they may more eafily feck perfectly and 
vv!'" 5 :h f -ii whole hearts, not thofe things which are upon earth, 
but nv»te which are in heaven. This is the duty of every 
Chrilliun, as Origen elegantly obferves (2) and as St. Paul 
himfcif teaches (3^ according to the divine leiTons of our 
blefleJ Redeemer. For to be dead to- the world, and to live to 
Chrift, is the part of all who are truly his difciples. Thofe 
who Wve in the world mufl: fo behave as not to be of the world. 
They muft be afliduoufly converfant in prayer and other exer- 
cifes of religion. Their work itfelf mutt be fandttficd and de- 
dicated to God by the like motives * with which the ancient 
monks applied themfelves to penitential manual labour (^) oi 
to external fpiritual functions. 

* 

Gn the fame Day 

St Gall. a, Widow She was daughter to Symmachus the 
Younger, the great patrician of Rome, whom Theodoric unjuftly 
and barbaroufly put to death. From her cradle fhe gave herfelf 
fervently to thu fervice of God,, and being married very .young 
loft her hufband before the end of the fir 11 year. She could have 
yet pleafed the world, and v\ as llrongly folicited and courted by it, 
but her only defire in it was to plealeGod alone; and trampling up- 
on the world amidftits honours and riches, fhe confidercd herfelf as 
freed by her tlate of widowhood fiom its diftractions . Out: of de- 
votion to the a po files fhe chofe for her dwelling a little cottage or 
cell near their tombs on the Vatican hill, wheie fhe never inter- 
rupted her devotions but by other good works. 'J he revenues of 
her great eflates were made the patrimony of the poor, and by her 
aullerities which reduced her hotly to a mere (kelctan, fhe made 
heifelf an holocaufl of penance. The prayers and fpuiuul in- 
fnuclions of the grcarclt faints and prelates who at that time adorn- 
ed the weflern church, were a tiibuto to her piety and fjvour ; 
which, among other means of her fancbiication, Jho fought with 

great 

I 

(1) See the hiftory of this difcovery written at that time in Ita- 
lian, and rVlabillon biff, deb Saints r neon tins, p. aS. (x) On- 
£cn, i.onv. 1 1 in Lcvit. (3) Col. iii. a. (.|) St Aug. 

!. de IV! on bus Jiccl. Catholica; c. 30, 31. & 1, de Ope'o Mo- 

Jiachoruni. S, Hicr. ep. zz ad liuitoch, etc. 



,o6 St. BRUNO, C. Oa 6. 

great earneflnefs. The pious letters which St. Fulgentius wrote 
to her from the place of his banifhment, are extant amonglt his 
works* After a train of tedious diitempers me was afflicted du- 
ring the 1 aft years of her life with a cancer in her bread. She 
fuifered extreme pains with incredible patience and refignation, 
and by them finimed the martyrdom of 'her penance about the 
middle of the fixth age. See St. Gregory, Dial. 1. 4. c. 13. and 
St, FuJgentius's Letters. 
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St. BRUNO, C. Founder of the 

Carthuiian Monks. 

From the faint's letters, his life compiled by Guibert of Nogent, 
in nor, and the life of St. Hugh cf Grenoble written by Guy 9 
the fifth general of the Carthuftans. The life of St. Bruno, 
extant in Surius^ is a modern piece ^ compiled by Francis the thir- 
ty-third general of his Order. See Mabillon^ jftrnal Bened. T. 
5. p. 202. and ASl. Ben. T. 9. continuators of the Hifl. Li- 
ter aire de la France T. 9. p. 233. and F. Longueval 7 Hifl. de 
V Eglife de France^ L 22. T. 8. p. J 7, fcfV. 

J. D. nor. 

THE m oft pious and learned cardinal Bona, one of the 
greateft lights not only of the Ciftercian Order, but of 
the whole church, fpeaking of the Carthufian monks, of whofc 
inftitute St. Bruno was the founder, calls them, " The great 
<c miracles of the world ; men living in the flefh as out of the 
<c flefli ; the angels of the earth, rcprefenting John the Bap- 
<c tilt in the wildcrnefs ; the principal ornament of the church ; 
*' eagles foaring up to heaven, whofc Mate is jufty preferred to 
<c the inftitutes of all other religious Orders (1)." St. Bruno 
was defcended of an ancient and honourable family, and bom 
at Cologn, not after the middle of the eleventh century, as 
fome miltake, but at the latcft about the year 1040, as the 

fcquel of his life demonflratcs. In his infancy he feemed above 

the 

{x) Card. Dona, De divin. Pfalmod. c. iP. § 5. p. 897. 
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■ the ufual weaknefles of that age, and nothing childifh ever ap- 
peared in his manners. His religious parents hoping to fecure 
his virtue by a good education, placed him very young in the 

- college of the clergy of St. Cunibert's church, where he gave 
extraordinary proofs of his piety, capacity and learning, info- 
much that St. Anno, then hifhop of Cologn, preferred him to 
a canonry in that church. He was yet young when he left 
Colown, and went to Rheim.s for his greater improvement in 
his ftudies, moved probably by the reputation of the fchool 
kept by the clergy ot that church Bruno was received by 

them with great marks of diftindtion. He took in the whole 
circle of the fciences ; was a'good poet for that age, but ex- 
celled chiefly in philofophy and theology, fo that thefe titles of 
poet, philofopher and divine were given him by cotemporary 
writers by way of eminence, and he was regarded as a great 
matter and model of the fchools. The hiftorians of that age 
fpeak mil with greater admiration of his lingular piety (2). 

Heiiman, 



(2) Rob. Altiff. C 

{a) Ealdericus, abbot of Bour- 
gueil, in the fame age, affurcs 
that St. Bruno performed his 
iludies at Rheims. Xt is by 
miil akin g the fenfe of the chro- 
nicle of the abbey of St. Max- 
entius, that fome authors falfely 
pretend that St. Bruno tfudicd 
iome time under Berengarius at 
Tours. Much lefs did he ever 
ftudy at Paris, or take there the 
degree of doctor. Some writers 
two hundred years after St. Bru- 
no's time, ( from whom G cr- 
ib n copied this account) whom 
JLaunoy falfely pretends to be 
the firit that relates it, {Oijf. do 
&ectjf. Br tin) afetibe his con- 
vcriion to a miraculous appari- 
tion of a rioted doctor of l J aris. 
'1 hey relate that this doctor's 
body being carried to the church 
in order to be buried, while the 
canons were finging the oflice 
for the dead, he lifted up his 
Jiead upon the bier, and fiid 
with a dreadful voice : " Dy the 

M juft judgment of God 1 am 



ron. p. 77. &c. 

c< accufed." That at a fecond 
time he faid : " I am judged." 
At a third time : tc I am con- 
« 4 demned. ,) This ftory was in- 
ferted in the Roman breviary, but 
left out by an order of Uiban 
Vill. It is defended by two 
Jefuits, F. Theophilus Ray- 
naudi, and F. Colombi, Otff, 
de Cartbuf. hiitih ; alio, though 
cooly, by F. Innocent Mafon, 
general of the Carthufianf, An- 
nates Ord* Cartbuf. Anno 1687. 
Jr. is rejected by dr. Launoy 
(Dij: de RvciJJu Bfunonis) Ma- 
billon, (Acl. T. 9. pr.) V. Du- 
bois, the Oratorian, ll.'fi. Paris, 
L II, c m z. n. 6, 8, &c. Tha 
fir it mention of this ilory is 
found in the chronicle of Sc. 
liertirt, compiled in the clofe of 
the thirteenth century, by JoSn 
of Jpres, ficc. about two hun- 
dred years after St. Bruno, 'i\io 
faint hiinfclf in the letter lie 
wrote from Calabria to Ralph, 
provoil of Rluima, alli;;iis other 
motives of his cotivojiion m.:n- 

tiouel 
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Heriman, canon and Scholafticus of Rheims, refigning his dig- 
nities, and renouncing the world, to make the fludy of true 
wifdom his whole occupation. Gervafius who was made arch- 
bimop of Rheims in 1055, made Bruno Scholafticus, to which 
dignity then belonged the direction of the ftudies and all the 
great fchools of the diocefs* The prudence and extraordinary 
learning of the faint fhone with great Juftre in this ftation : 
in all his leffons and precepts he had chiefly in view to conducl 
men to God, and to make them know and refpect his holy 
law. Many eminent fcholars did him honour by their profi- 
ciency and abilities, and carried his reputation into diftant 
parts : among thefe Odo became afterward cardinal bifnop of 
Oftia, and at length pope under the name of Urban II. 
Robert, bifhop of Langres, brother to two dukes of Burgun- 
dy, Rangier, cardinal archbifhop of Reggio (after St- Bruno 
had refufed that dignity) and many other learned prelates and 
abbots of that age mention it as a particular honour and hap- 
pinefs, that they had been Bruno's fcholars. Such was his re- 
putation that he was looked upon as the light of churches, the 
doclor of doctors, the glory of the two nations of Germany 
and PVance, the ornament of the age, the model of good men, 
and the mirrour of the world, to ufe the expreilions of an an- 
cient writer. He taught a confiderable time in the church of 
Rheims, and is faid by the author of his life to have been a long 
time the fupport of that great d ioce fs 5 by which expreflion he 
feems to have borne the weight of the fpiritual government 
under the archbifhop Gervafius. That prelate dying in 1067, 
Manafles I. by open fimony got poflefllon of that metropoliti- 
cal church, and oppreiTed it with moff. tyrannical vexations and 
enormities. Bruno retained under him his authority and digni- 
fies, particularly that of chancellor of the diocefs, in which of- 
fice he figned with him the charter of the foundations of St 
Martin aux yumcaitx^ and fome other deeds of donations 
&o monafteries. Yet he vigoroufly oppofed his criminal pro- 
jects 



tinned above : Guigo, prior of 
the Chartreufe, in his life of St. 
.1-1 ugh, gives an account of St. 
Kruno's retreat without any men- 
tion of* fnch a circumlrance : 
Guihert, abbot of Nogent, (who 
wrote in the fame age and dio- 
cefi>) afcribes it to the horrour 
with which St. Bruno was 11 ruck 

at the Scandalous life of the 



archbifhop Mannfles T, Neither 
is it mentioned by Mgebctt who 
had then begun his chronicle of 
Mct7. ; nor by the author of the 
chronicle of St. Mnxcn tins, who 
often Ipcaks of Bruno, Arc. It is 
not therefore to be doubted but 
that this /lory was a mere hear! ay 
fiction, injudtcioufly credited by 
tholU who' committed it to writing. 
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jecls. Hugh of Die, the pope's legate, fummoned Manafles 
co appear at a council which he held at Autun in 1077, and 
upon his refilling to obey the fummons, declared him fupended 
from his functions. St. Bruno, Manafles the provoft, and 
Poncius, a canon of Rheims, accufed him in this council ; in 
which affair our faint behaved with fo much prudence and pU 
cry, that the legate writing to the pope, exceedingly extolled 
his virtue and wifdom, flyling him the molt worthy doctor of 
the church of Rheims (3), and recommending him to his Holt- 
nefs as one excellently qualified to give him good counfeJ, and 
to aflift him in the churches of France in promoting the caufe 
of God. The fimoniacal ufurper, exafperated againft the 
three canons who appeared in the council againft him, caufed 
their houfes to be broke open and plundered, and fold their pre- 
bends. The perfecuted canons took refuge in the cattle of the 
count of Rouci, and remained there till Auguft 1078, as ap- 
pears by a letter which the fimoniacal archbifhop at that time 
wrote againft them to the pope. 

Before this time St. Bruno had concerted the project of his 
retreat, of which he gives himfelf the following account in his 
letter to Raoul or Ralph, provoft cf Rheims, to which dignity 
he was raifed in 1077, upon the refignation of Manafles. St. 
Bruno, this Ralph, and another canon of Rheims named Ful- 
cius, in a converfation which they had one day together in 
one Adam's garden, difcourfed on the vanity and falfe pleafures 
of the world, and on the joys of eternal life, and being ftrong- 
ly affecSted with their ferious reflections promifed one another 
to forfake the world. They deferred the execution of this en- 
gagement till Fulcius fhould return from Rome whither he 
was going; and he being detained there, Ralph flackened in his 
refolution, and continuing at Rheims was afterward made 
archbifhop of that fee. But Bruno perfevcrcd in his refolution 
of embracing a ftate of religious retirement. Serious medita- 
tion increafed in him daily his fenfe of the incftimablc happinefis 
of a glorious eternity, and his abhorrence of the world. Thus he 
forfook in a time of the moft flattering profperity, when he en- 
joyed in it riches, honours and the favour of men, and when 
the church of Rheims was ready to choofe him archbifhop in 
the room of Manafles who had been then convicted of funo- 
ny, and depofed. He refigncd his benefice, quitted his friends 
and renounced whatever held him in the world, and per funded 
tome of his friends to accompany him into folitude, who were 
men of great endowments and virtue, and who abundantly 

made 



(3) Cone. T, xo. p. 365. and Hugo Flaviac. in Chron. p 199- 
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made up the lofs of his two firft companions ill this, defign. 
The hiftorians of his life fay 9 that he became firfta monk of 
cenobite, and afterward an hermit. For before he retired to 
Chartreufe he repaired to Saifle- Fontaine, in the diocefs of 
Langres, where he Jived fometime with fome of his fcholars 
and companions. Two of thefe, named Peter and Lambert, 
built there a church, wnich was afterward united to the abbey 
of Molefme. In this folitude Bruno, with an earnefr. define of 
aiming at true perfection in virtue, confidered with himfelf, 
and deliberated with his companions, what it was beft for him 
to do. Fie add re/Ted himfelf for advice to a monk of great 
experience and fanclity, that is, to St. Robert, abbot of Mo- 
lefme;, who exhorted him to apply to Hugh, bifhop of Greno- 
ble, who was truly a fervant of God, and a perfon better qua- 
lified than any other to aflifl him in his defign (4). St. Brur.o 
followed this direction, being; informed that in the' diocefs of 
Grenoble there were woods, rocks and deferts moft fuitable 
to his defires of finding perfect folitude, and that this holy pre- 
late would certainly favour his defign. Six of thofe who had 
accompanied him in his retreat, attended him on this occaflon, 
namely, Landwin who afterward fucceeded him in the office of 
prior of the great Chartreufe ; Stephen of Bourg, and Ste- 
phen of Die, both canons of St. Rufus in Dauphine ; Hugh, 
whom they called the chaplain, becaufe he was the only prieft 
among them, and two laymen, Andrew and Guerin. St. 
Bruno and thefe fix companions arrived at Grenoble about 
midfummer in 1084, and caft themfelves at the feet of St. 
Hugh, begging of him fome place in his diocefs, where they 
might ferve God, remote from worldly affairs, and without 
being burdenfome to men. The holy prelate underftanding 
their errand, rejoiced exceedingly, and received them with open 
arms, not doubting but thefe feven Grangers were rcpre- 
iented to him in a vilion he had the night before in his flecp 5 
wherein he thought he faw God himfelf building a church in 
the defert of his diocefs called the Chartreufe, and feven ftars 
riling from the ground, and forming a circle which went be- 
fore him to that place, as it were to mew him the way to that 
church. He embraced them very lovingly, thinking he could 
never fufficiently commend their generous refutation ; and 
affigncd them that defert of Chartreufe for their retreat, pro- 
mifing his utmoll* afliftance to cftablifh them there. But to 

the end they might be armed againft the difficulties they would 

meet 



(4) See Mabill. Annal. 1. 66. n. 06. and Martenne, Nova Col- 
Ic&io Mon. T. 6. pr. n. 30. 
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meet with, left they fhould enter upon fo great an undertak- 
ing without having well confidered it; he, at the fame time, 
reprefented to them the difmal fituation of that folitude, befet 
with very high craggy rocks, almoft all the year covered with, 
fnow and thick fogs, which rendered them not habitable. This 
relation did not daunt the fervants of God : on the contrary, 
joy painted on their faces exprefTed their fatisfadlion for having 
found fo convenient a retirement, cut oft' from the fociety of 
men. St. Hugh having kept them fome days in his palace, 
conduced them to this place, and made over to them all the 
right he had in that foreft ; and fome time after Siguin, abbos 
of Chaife-Dieu in Auvergne, who was joint lord of the farrie. 
Bruno and his companions immediately built an oratory there, 
and very fmall cells, at a little diftance one from the other, like 
the ancient Lauras of Paleftine. Such was the original of the 
Order of the Carthufians, which took its name from this de- 
fert of Chartreufe (Z>). Some have dated its inftitutxon int 
1086, others in 1085 : but it is clearly proved by Mabillon (5) 
that St. Bruno retired to this wildernefs in June 1084, as one 
of his epitaphs and Sigebert of Gemblours, a cotemporary 
writer, exprefly mention. St. Hugh, by a charter dated in the 
month following, forbad any woman to go into their lands, 
or any perfon to fifh, hunt, or drive cattle that way. 

It is hard to reprefent the wonderful life of thefe holy ancho- 
rites in their defert. Guibert of Nogent (6) fays, they paffed the 

fix 



(5) Aft. Ben. T. 9- pr. n. 86. 

(b) The great Chartreufe is- 
fituatcd three leagues from Gre- 
noble, which take up fix hours 
tedious travelling over rugged 
mountains, which were former- 
ly looked upon as a) molt impaf- 
fable : the prcfent roads, bad 
as they are, have been cut with 
inciediblc pains. The monaf* 
my ibnds in a baa-re n plain, in 
a narrow valley, between two 
clifis. The p ace affords no- 
thing but wood, Hones, iron, 
and fome mills which arc built 
upon a rapid torrent. Some 
meadows and gardens have been 
made with much labour and arc. 
The cells and church are neat, 
hut not Jlately, though the rc- 



(6) Guib de Nov. Vit. Bran. 

venues are faid at prcfent to a- 
mount to 300,000 livres a year. 

The cell of St. Bruno is (hewn 
(landing on a rock, in the 
coldell and fharpell part of this 
wildernefs. In it is kept hist 
picture drawn from the life, le- 
prefenting his face as pale as 
a flies, and reduced by his au- 
iterities aim oil to a (he-let on. 
The- prior never goes out of the 
incloiurc ; is general of the Or- 
der, but only rtyled prior of the 
Great Chartreufe. The name of 
Chartreufe is given to all oilier 
convents of this Order, which by 
fome has been corruptly called 
in Englilh Cbarta - • ;c:*Jc . 
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fix days of the week in their feparate cells 5 but fpent the Sun* 
day together. At parting, each took with him one loaf, 
and one kind of pulfe for his fubfiftence the reft of the week. 
Eyery thing amongft them was extremely mean and poor : 
even in their church they would have no gold or filver, ex- 
cept a fjlver chalice. They fcarce ever fpoke to one another 
only by figns ; for they obliged thernfclves to perpetual filence, 
that their whole converfation might be with God. They 
fpent a confiderable part of the day in reciting his praifes, and 
feemed to have no other ufe of their bodies than to affiicl: and 
humble them with aufterities. Labour fucceeded prayer. It 
was their chief employ to copy pious books, by which they 
endeavoured to earn their fubfiflence, that they might not be 
burdenfome to any. Peter the Venerable, abbot of Cluni, 
£fty years after St. Bruno, writes of them : cc Their drefs is 
cc meaner and poorer than that of other monks; fo fhort and 
* c fcanty, and fo rough, that the very fight affrights one. . . . 
* c They wear coarfe hairfhirts next their fkin, faff almoft per- 
<c petually ; eat only bran -bread ; never touch flefh either fick 
<c or well , never buy fiin, but cat it if given them as an alms; 
* c cat eggs and cheefeon Sundays and Thurfdays ; on Tuefdays 
and Saturdays their fare is pulfe or herbs boi!ed : on Mon- 
days, Wednefdays and Fridays they take nothing but bread 
* c and water ; and they have only one meal a day, except 
within the octaves of Chriftmas, Eafter, Whitfoncide, Epi- 
phany and fome other feflivals. Their conflant occupation 
* c is praying, reading, and manual labour, which confifts 
<c chiefly in tranferibing books. They fay the Lefler Hours of 
<c the divine office in their cells at the times when the bell 



cc 



rinp;s ; but meet together at Vefpcrs and Mattins with won- 
" derful recollection. They fay mafs only on Sundays and 
" Feflivals (7)." This manner of life they followed without any 
written rule, except that of St. Benedict, to which they con- 
formed themfclves in mod points which were compatible with 
their plan of an eremitical life, as Mabillon proves (8). St. 
Bruno left his difciples fervent obfervers of thofe cuftoms 
and pradtices which he had eftabliflicd among them. Guigo or 
Guy, fifth prior of the Chart re ufe, in 1228, drew up in writ- 
ing an abflradt of their Cuftoms (c). Several general chapter 

have 

(7) Pctru s Vencrab. (8) Mabill. Annal. Dcncd. nd ann. 1084. 
1 1 01. L 66. n. 65. Sc A 61. Bcncd. T. 9 pr. p. 87. 

(c) Carthufians are never al- rule Gcrfon has defended in his 

lowed to cat flcfli, oven in the apology for this Order (Op, T. 

JivoR dangerous fick n eilcs, which- a. p, 718, ed, nov ) it being 

better 
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have added new ftatutes ; of which a complete code was com- 
piled in 1581, and approved by Innocent XI. in 1688. This 
may be called the Rule of the Carthufians. Voltaire copies this 
rem ark of Fleury, of the Maurift monks in the Literary Hif- 
Vol. IV. I tory 



better that forrie few particulars 
ihaald bear ail extraordinary in- 
convenience, than that the dif- 
cipline of an Order fhould be 
relaxed by difpenfations which 
foon become too eafy and fuperfiu- 
ous : neither does flefh ever Teem 
abfolutely neceflary to health, 
especially in conititutions form- 
ed to a contrary diet. In oLher 

Orders, as St. Bennct's, in which 
flefli meat is allowed in grievous 
illneiles, many great and holy 
men have refufed to make ufe 
of that indulgence (See Mar- 
ten ne, in Regal. St, Bened. f, 
477 )• Carthufians fa ft eight 
months in the year ; and in Lent, 
Advent, and on all Fridays eat 
no white meats, as 'eggs, milk, 
butter or cheefe. On Sundays 
and Holy days they go to the 
choir at all the hours of the 
divine oJHce, except Compline, 
and cat together in a common 
refeclory : on other clays they 
go to choir only to fing Mat- 
tins, and Laudes at midnight, 
High Mafs and Vcfpcrs and 
recite the other hours privately in 
their cells, and dine in them a- 
lonc, their diet being carried to 
them by a J ay -brother, who 
puts it into each cell at a little 
window, without fpcaking a 
woid. Women are not only 
excluded their inclo(urc, but even 
their church ; and- therefore 
their church is generally within 
their houfe. They are ufually 
permitted to walk abroad toge- 
ther in private roads once a 
week, but never to eat out of 
doors, nor to drink any thing 



but water. Only fuperiours, or 
others when they addrefs them- 
felvcs to fuperiours, are allowed 
to fpeak, except on certain days 
after None. Except at the times 
appointed, they never ftir out 
of their cells, which are fo ma- 
ny houies with three or four lit- 
tle rooms for all neceflary pur- 
pofes, and a little garden. They 
work in their garden or at feme 
handicraft or art ; or they ftudy, 
being furnifhed with proper 
tools, and with books. Befldes' 
the office of the church, they fay 
every day the office of our Lady, 
and almoft every day the office 
for the dead, and are obliged to 
other prayers vocal and mental. 

They always wear a platted 
hairihirt, and flcep in their ha- 
bits on ftraw beds laid on boards: 
go to bed at five, fix or feven 
o'clock ; rife again at ten or" 
thereabouts to their double Mat- 
tins of the church Office, and 
our Lady's : return to reft to- 
wards three, and rife at five or 
fix in the morning. St* Bruno 
was careful to provide a good 
library of ufeful and pi our. 
books ; and this Order has pro- 
duced feveral eminent writers 
on fpi ritual matters. (See FUJK 

Lite rat re de la France \ T. '/. Prof. 

n. 14- & T. 9. Pref. n. i^o, 151, 

i^, is 3)- Amon(T the works 
' of Englifh Carthufians, ihofc of 
Walter Milton, a Carthuflan of 
Bethlehem nionaflery on the 
Thames in 1433, deferve parti- 
cular cilcem tor excellent expe- 
rimental leflbns of an interiour 

life. His Ladder of VnjcSiw,tp 

publifhcd 



H4 



St. B R U N o, a 



oa.6. 



tory of France and others, that this is the only ancient religi„ 
ous Order in the church which never had any reform, and has 
never ftood in need of any, which is owing to their entire fe- 
qu eft ration from commerce with the world, and to the ex- 
treme vigilance of fuperiours and vifitors in never allowing a 
door to be opened for mitigations and difpenfations to creep 
in. sc The Carthufians," fays Voltaire, cc entirely confecrate 
their time to fafting, to filence, to folitude, and prayer; 
" perfe6t!y quiet in the midft: of a tumultuous world, the 
cc noife of which fcarce ever reaches their ears ; knowing their 
cc refpecHve fovereigns no otherwife than by the prayers in 
<c which their names are inferted." This inflitute has been 
regarded by the paftors of the church as the mod perfecT: model 
of a penitential and contemplative ftate, in which perfons de- 
vote themfelves to the mo ft perfect fancYification of their fouls, 
and by their tears and prayers endeavour to draw down the 
d i vine mercy on fmners and on the whole world (d). 

Sc. Bruno is ilyled by the writers of that age Matter of the 
Chartreufe, and fometimes prior. For beinj; the perfon who 
Jed the reft into that courfe of life, he was looked upon by 
them as their fuperiour : and as he was the moft learned, lo 
he aifo excelled them in the fervour of his charity, compunc- 
tion and humility. St. Hugh who at fir ft received him as 
his child, became fo great an admirer of his virtue that he 
took him for his father and fpiritual director : and without 
regard to the difficulty of the ways, he often went from 
Grenoble to the Chartreufe, to enjoy the heavenly conversion 
of St. Bruno, and improve himfelf by his advice and ex- 
ample. T hat holy prelate felt an inexpreffible joy in his heart 
as often as he heard any new novice had joined thefe true riil- 
ciplcs of the crofs : a joy which was often renewed in him. 
For their example awaked many from their fpiritual lethargy 
in the world, and perfons of all ages, even young boys, ran 
to their defert to take up the crofs of Chrift in their compa- 
ny. The count of Never?, a ioul of lingular piety, made a 
long ftay with them to learn to fervc God with new fervour, 
and returned praillng God for the wonders which his right 

band 



ptibliflied by mr. A. Woodhcad, 
it, vvell known Befides his tracts 
that are printed. fever al others not 
inferiour in fi.ntiments of piety 
arc found in feveral publick and 
private libraries in dm kingdom. 

(<7) The church allows reJi- 
gioiis men of any of tlie mendi- 
cant Old eis to exchange fheir 



Order for that of the Caithuii- 
ans, as a Hate of greater auftc* 
riiy and perfection ; but no one 
can pafs f«ow the Carthofnuis 
to any other Order, as Ka&na- 
nus, the learned canonilt, proves 
xit Jatge from icvcral decretals, 
c\e. In Cap. bane. T. 2. p 
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hand works in the hearts in which he dwells. He fen£ 
them foon after a rich prefent of plate, but they fent it back 
with excufes that it was ufelefs to them. He then fent them 
a large quantity of leather and parchment for their books* 

St. Bruno had governed this Congregation only fix years 
when- pope Urban If. who had formerly been his fcholar ag 
Rheims, being informed of the holy life which he led, and 
being, from his own perfonal acquaintance, fully convinced 
of his great prudence and learning, fent him an order to re- 
pair to Rome, that he might aflift him by his counfels in tha 
government of the church. The humble monk could havs 
fcarce met with a more fevere trial of his obedience, or made? 
a greater facrifice. Neverthelefs, without farther deliberation, 
he fet out, having nominated Landuin prior at the Chartreufe* 
The pope himfelf at the fame time had recommended thaS 
houfe to the protection of Sequin, abbot of Chaife-Dieu* 
The departure of the faint was an inexprefllble grief to hia 
difciples. 4 They to whom the greatefl auftericies were plea- 
fures, and the mod: hideous defert a paradife, whilftthey en- 
joyed the. .prefence of fuch a guide and matter found thcif 
rocks infupportable without him. The faint endeavoured in 
vain to comfort them, prqmifing them he would do what- 
ever lay in him to return to them as foon as pomble. Several 
of them protefled they would never be parted from him, and 
thefe he took with him to Rome* The reft, foon after he had 
quitted them, left the Chartreufe; but as they continued to live 
together, they were foon prevailed upon by Landuin to return 
to their former habitations, of which the monks of Chaifc- 
Dieu had taken polTemon upon their leaving it. St. Bruno 
was received by the pope with all imaginable tokens of efteem 
and affection. His Holinefs kept him in his palace near his 
perfon, and confulted him in all weighty affairs of religion and 
conference. By hie order alfo the faint's companions had an 
apartment afligned them in the city, where they endeavoured 
to live as they had done in the defert. But they foon found It 
was not fo eafy a matter there to devote themfelves wholly to 
their holy meditations, pious reading, finging pfalms and fer- 
vent prayer, in which confifted all their fatisfaiSlion. They 
could not fhun diftiacTmg vifits, nor obfervc fuch filcncc aa 
they had dope among the rocks, and which was fo ufeful to 
them. This, alteration drew tears from their eyes, and made 
them figh for the folitude they had quitted. They complained 
to St. Bruno that they found not in the city What they fought* 
The faint ardently dc fired to conduct them back to the moun- 
tain of the Chartrcufej but not being able to obtain that leave 

for himfelf, he prevailed that they might return to that defeiu, 

1 2 where 
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where the reft of their companions had already recovered the 
potieflion of their former cells, which were reftored to them by 
the abbot of Chalfe-Dieu to the great joy of St. Hugh,' and of 
Hugh archbifhop of Lyons, legate of the holy fee, who both con- 
dueled them back, and faw them again fettled there. The tumult 
of a court grew every day more infupportable to St. Bruno, 
who bad tatted the fvveets of folitude and uninterrupted con- 
templation, and rrembled amidfr. the diflraclions of the world. 
The pope had too great a value for fuch a fiiend to grant his 
requeft of returning to the Chartreufc ; he even prelTed him tr» 
accept the archbifhoprick of Rheggio in Calabria. But the holy 
man excufed himfelf with fo great earneftnefs, and redoubled 
his importunities for the liberty of living to himfelf in folitude, 
that his Holinefs at length thought he could no longer ofFer 
violence to his holy inclinations, and confented that he might 
retire into fome wildernefs in the mountains of Calabria. 



The faint found a convenient folitude in the diocefs of Squil- 
laci, where he fettled in 1 090, with fome new difciples whom 
he had gained in Rome. Here he betook himfelf to the ex- 
ercifes of a folitary life with more joy and fervour than ever. 
Remembring the engagement which his ancient friend, Ralph, 
the provoft of Rheims, had made to embrace a folitary life, he 
wrote him from this defert an elegant and tender letter, in- 
viting him to his hermitage, putting him in mind of his pro- 
mife and the obligation he had taken upon himfelf, and giving 
him an agreeable and cheerful defcription of his defert, and 
of uninterrupted fcencs of pure joy and delights which he and 
his companions found in it. From the turn of this letter it 
diffidently appears how far the faint was from the lead difpofi- 
tion of melancholy, morofenefs or harfli feverity. Gayety of 
foul which always attends virtue, is particularly necefTary in all 
who are called to a life of perfeel folitude, in which nothing 
is more pernicious than fadnefs, and to which nothing is more 
contrary than an inclination to excefiivc penfivenefs. Thofe 
who labour under that weaknefs, ought generally to be judged 
unfit for a flute of Ariel: perpetual folitude: for which great 
fervour, which allows no moments for floth, is lilcewife an ef- 
fential difpofition. Landuin, prior of the Chartreufe, went into 
Calabria to confult St. Bruno about the form of living which 
our faint had inftituted at the Chartreufc j for thofe difciples 
were defirous not to depart in the lead point from the (pint and 
rule of their holy mafrer (g). Sc. Bruno wrote them a let tor, 
which he font them by Landuiu when he returned in 1099. 

In 



(9) Mabill. Ann, I.69. n, 109. 
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In this letter he inftructed them in all the practices of a foli- 
tary life, folved the difficulties which they propofed to him, 
comforted them in their afflictions, and encouraged them to 
perseverance and watchfuluefs againft all the attacks of their 
enemies (10). The principal works of St. Bruno are Com- 
ments on the pfalter, and on Sc. Paul's epiflles, both which 
are demonfti ated ( 1 1 ) to be the genuine productions of our faint, 
and anfwer the character given of St. Bruno, that he was one 
of the moft learned men, not only of the age in which he 
lived, but of moft others. He underftood both the Hebrew 
and Greek languages, and was verfed in the writings of the 
fathers, cfpecially thofe of St. Ambrofe and St. Auftin. He is 
a ftrenuous advocate for the doctrine of Sc. Auftin with regard 
to the myfteries of divine grace. In his expofition of the 
pfalms he clears the literal fen fe, but always refers it to the fpi- 
ritual, applying every thing to Chrift and his church, as the 
fenfe principally- meant by the Holy Ghoft. A judicious mo- 
dern critick writes thus of this work (12J : " Whoever fhali 
" attentively read this commentary, will agree that it would 
tc be hard to find a work of this kind which is at the fame 
cc time more clear, folid and full, and more concife. If it 
* c were better known it would be more made ule of. Per- 
4< fons would be convinced that it is an excellent work to give 

CD 

cc the key for the true underitanding of the pfalms, and that 
u the author was mafter of all the fciences, and filled with the 
<c fptrit of God. ... It were to be wifhed that this comment 
xt tary were put into the hands of all the faithful, efpecially 
" of perfons dedicated by their ftate to the duty of pub- 
cc lick prayer." The elegy in fourteen verfes, On the Contempt 
Of the IVorld^ or on the laft things, which was compofed by 
St, Bruno, is engraved under the picture of the faint in the choir 
of the famous Chartreuie of Dijon. It is a feeling complaint 
of the general infenfibility of men in thinking fo little on a 
happy and a miferablc eternity, and is inferted in feveral Latin 
prayer books. Several other comments on the fcripture, and 
other writings have been afcribed to this faint, but belong 

1 3 fome 

(10) Sec thofe two letters of St. Bruno printed in the incomplete 
edition of hir. works at Cologn in 161 1, and prefixed to the molt 
inaccurate Hiftory of the Order of ihc Carthufians publilhcd by 
Corbin, a lawyer, at Paris, in iG^ f r-nd in Mabillnn s Annates 
Ben. 1. 68. n. 1135. 69. n. 109. (11) The IViaurill monks in Kill. 

Lkerairc de la France. T. 9, p. 242, (1 -i) lb. p. 245, 
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fome to St. Bruno, bifliop of Segni, others to St. Bruno, bifhop 
of Wurtzbourg, who both flourifhed in the fame age (<?). 

St. Bruno being fettled in his defert in the diocefs of Squ.il- 
laci, had no thoughts but of living unknown to men. But, 
as retired as he was, he had not been long in this new hermitage, 
when Roger, fovereign count of Sicily and Calabria, difcovered 
him one day as he was hunting in that wood. The /prince 
having converfed with him, was lb much moved by his vir- 
tue, that he was extremely defirous to tefli fy his efteem for 
him by fome remarkable favours. But a love of poverty, and 
a fpirit of difintercflednefs would not permit the holy man to 
lii'rie advantage of his generofity in accepting any rich prefents. 
'I 'he count, however, enlarged his hermitage, gave him fome 
demefnes in that part of the forefl: called De la Torre, and 
built him a church under the invocation of the Dlefled Virgin, 
and St. Stephen the firfr. marry*, which was afterwards called 
Sr. Stephen in Bofco, or in the wood. Roger's charity and 
bounty did not go unrewarded. For foon after, as he was be- 
fieging the city of Capua, one of his commanders, called Ser- 
gius, having engaged for a fum of money to betray him and 
ail his army to the befieged, on the night when this plot was 

to 




(e) St. Bruno of Segni, a na- 
tive of Afti, in Piemont, and 
canon of the fame place, diftin- 
uifhed himfelf by his zealagainft 
erengarius in the time of pope 
Gregory VI I, Being chofen bi- 
fliop of Segni, in the Campagna 
di Roma, he endeavoured tirlr. 
to fhun that dignity, and after- 
wards refigned it, becoming a 
monk at Mount Caflino in i tou 
He was chofen abbot of that 
famous monailery in j 1 07 , but 
after three years and ten months 
was compelled by the pope to 
return to his epifcopai charge, 
lie died at Segni in U2<j, on 
the 1 8th of July, and' was ca- 
nonized by Luc.us JJI. Sue Cbro- 

ynon Cafjitt, I 4. c. 31, ap, Mu- 
rsttoti, lUrum Ual. S V r > 'f ! o>\ 4. 
p. t; t 2 . A 1 f O Pi tt us C (■ jjln e fi/ii , 
Dt P/r. Ulujfr Cnjftn. < 4 5 . .//', 

T. 6 p. 49. — His work-' were 
pubtifhed at v'eniee in 2 vol. in 
1050, by J3oai M'l^r WaieUciiuu, 



monk and dean of Mount Caf- 
fino. Among them are found 
the fermons, which have been 
fometimes afcribed to the founder 
of the Chartreufe. Muratori, 

(Not. in Chton. Cafjtn % T. 4. p. 

5 1 2.) proves very well that the 
commentary on the book of 
Canticles, which begins, Solo- 
mon infpiratus^ Sec. among the 
works of St. Thomas Aquinas, is 
older than that theologian, and 
belongs to St. Biuno ot Segni: 
but the other, which begins, 
Sonet *uox tua i is the work of 
Acj'iinas. 

uno, bifliop of Wurtzbourg 

(HerbipoKs) in Franconia, was 
uncle to thcemperour Conrad II. 
and a pious and learned prelate. 
He died on the 17th of May, 

iodtj. Severn! of his comments 
on the fcripturea, and tracts of 
piety, have been fomeiimes print- 
ed among ihu worka of the great' 

Su hi uno, 
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to be put in execution, St. Bruno appeared to the count, ad- 
vifing him to get up, arm, and prevent his enemies. He 
obeyed, and Sergius perceiving his defign was di {covered, fled 
with all the confpirators : the town was 'taken, and the count 
returned victorious to his caftle at Squillaci. After this event, 
he honoured St. Bruno more than ever, increafed his donations 
to his monaftery, and would fain have beftowed on it all he 
poflefled in the territory of Squillaci j but the faint would by no 
means fuffer it. This monastery De la Torre in Calabria was 
the fecond of the Order (/). St. Bruno eftablilhed in it the 

I 4 moft 

(/) The Order of Canhufians Sir Thomas Audley, fpcaker of 
contains one hundred and feventy- that parliament which diilblvcd 
two convents, which are divided religious houfes. By Ins fole 
into fixteen provinces, of which daughter and heirefs it patted to 
each has two vifitors. There Thomas Howard, duke of Nor- 
are faid co be only five nunneries folk. Jt was bought, in 1611, 
of this Order, the rules of its for thirteen thoufand pounds, of 
extreme retirement not agreeing Thomas Howard, earl of Sub- 
genera lly to that fex. The Car- folk, by Thomas Sutton, Efq; 
thufians had in England nine who founded there a rich hofpi- 
monalteries : the molt remarkable tal for eighty decayed gentlemen, 
■were that called of Jefus of Beth- a head mailer, and a fecond ma- 
Jehem at Shene upon theThames iler for a freefchool, and forty- 
in Surry, founded by Henry V. four boys to be maintained at 
in 1 41 4, (fee Dugdale'j Monafti- fchool for eight years, with forty 
con, T. 1. p, 973.) and that in pounds then to bind them ap,- 
London, near VVeft-Smithfield, prentices ; and twenty pounds a 
founded by Sir Walter Manny, year for eight years, for twenty - 
created knight of the Garter by nine fcholars fent to the unher- 
Ed ward 111. It was diflblvcd in ttties. The govcrnours are iix- 
the twenty-ninth of Henry VII T. teen ; the prefent revenues five 
John Houghton, prior, v> as hanged v .thoufand three hundred and 
and quartered at Tyburn the 27th ninety-one pounds per annum. 
of April, 1 s 3 c, the twenty feventh See Samuel Hearne's Downs Car- 
of Henry VIII. one of his quar- thujiana, or hiflory of this houfe: 
ters being fet up at his own gate, Stowed Survey, Maitland and Ste- 
for denying the king's fupremacy. vens'sM?//*/?. — Auguftin Webflcr, 
Humphrey Middlemore, Wil- prior of the Chartreuie of Ue.juval 
ham Kxmcwe, and Kebaflian in Nottinghamfhire, was hanged 
Newdegate f uttered in the fame for oppoung Henry VIITs lupre*. 
manner on the 18th of June, macy. May,;, it; and others 
1535. and William Horn on of this Order flittered on that 
the 4th of Augull, all monks of account. F. Maurice Chauncy, 
this houfe : eight others died in a monk of the Chartreufe in 
Newgate. Vvilliam Trattbrd, London, was imprifoned with 
who fuccccdcd Ilougluoi as them, but re leafed after their 
prior, furrendcrcd the houfe, execution. He lived abroad in 

which Henry VIII. bellowed on glanders Come time ; but under 

queen 
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£noft perfeS fpirit of humility, contempt of the world, retire- 
ment, and mortification, and continued by his counfeJs anJ 
inftru£Hons at a diftance to direc> the monks of the Great 
Chartreufe, in all Spiritual and temporal emergencies. The 
time being come when God had decreed to reward the labours 
of his fervant, he vifited him with a ficknefs about the latter 
end of September noi- When the holy man perceived bis 
death to draw near, he gathered his monks about his bed, and 
}n their pre fence, made as it were a publick confeffion of his 
Jife : then made a profeflion of his faith, which his difciplcs 
copied from his mouth, and preferved. It is very clear and 
explicit on the myfleries of the Trinity and Incarnation, 
and in condemning the herefy of Berengarius, which had lately 
xaifed great troubles in the church. The holy man thus ex- 
celled his faith of the facrament of the altar,: cc I believe the 
* c facraments which the church believeth, and in particular 
* c that the bread and wine confecrated on the altar are the true 
* c body of our Lord Jefus Chrifr, his true flefh, and his true 
* c blood, which we receive for the remiflion of our fins, 
* c and in the hope of eternal life (13)." He had more fully 
explained this do&rine of the church againft Berengarius, in 
3iis comments on St. Paul (14). He religned his foul to God 
on Sunday the 6th of Odtober, 1x01. An account of his death 
was fent by his monks of La Torre in an encyclical letter to 
sill the neighbouring churches and monafteries, according to 
the cuftom, to recommend the fouls of perfons deceafed to their 
prayers (15). Near two hundred anfwers to this letter are 
extant, and contain the higheft elogiums of the extraordinary 
virtue, wifdom, and learning of St. Bruno (16). Lanuin, a 
difciple of our faint in Calabria, fuccecdcd him in the govern- 
ment of the monaftery De la Torre, and was highly eitcemtd 

(13) Ap. Mabill. Analecl. T. 4. p, 400. (14) In 1 Cor. xi. 
p. 30^, 306. (15) Epufc..Iincycl. de Morte Brunonis. (16) In 
an appendix to the life of St. Bruno, printed in folio in 15 16. 



queen Mary was made prior of 
the Chartrcufe at Shcne, which 
was reilored to thofe who re- 
mained alive of this Order. Af- 
ter the dcatli of queen Mary, in 
15:58, he and his fellow-monks 
were again expelled, and went 
over to inlanders. They ilaid at 
Bruges till 1^78, when the civil 
wars reaching that city, they 
.were obliged to feck fome fafer- 



retreat. After wandering about 
fome time in the Low- Coun- 
tries, they got a houfe at New- 
port. Whilll it was fitting up 
for them, F. Maurice C hauncey 
died in their old houfe at Unigcs, 
Anno if Hi. His hillory of the 
martyrdom of eighteen Carihu- 
fians in JMigland was pi tiled at 

McutB* in iJSOj 
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by pope Pafchal IL Fleury is miftaken ('17), in confounding 
this Lanuin with Landuin of Lucca, v/hom St. Bruno left prior 
of the Great Chartreufe, and who was fucceeded by Peter, a 
native of Bethune in Flanders, who had been the faint's difciple 
at Saiffe Fontaine, with Lambert, who was prior at De la 
Torre after the death of Lanuin. 

The motto of St. Bruno are thefe words of the Pfalmift (18), 
My eyes prevented the watches : I u>as troubled, and J fpoke 
not. . . - 1 1 had in ?ny mind the eternal years. Lo f I have 
gone far of, flying azv ay, and I abode hi the voildernefs (19). 
This conftant meditation on eternity often broke his reft, and 
made fleep to flee from his eyes :* this animated him with fervour 
in his retirement, and perpetual penance, and made him watch 
whole nights in fighs and tears to implore the divine mercy. In 
this folitude his employment was fometimes to pour forth his 
foul in fongs of praife, and to entertain himfelf on the fweet 
motives of the divine love ; fometimes the remembrance of 
eternal joys comforted his foul, and gave him already a kind of 
foretafte of them: and he often confidered the terrours of the 
divine judgments., and the eternal torments prepared for lln- 
ners, being ftrongly affecled with the dread of that which is 
of all others the raoft grievous, the pain of Lofs, or the ever- 
Jafting privation of God, In a feeling meditation on this fub- 
ject, he puts the following words in the mouth of a damned 
foul : *' Add new tortures to the racks which I endure: may a 
tc million of frefh executioners tear me for all eternity, pro- 
Ci vided I be not totally deprived of my God. The mo ft 
cc piercing flames will be to me foft rofes ; the fury of devils 
6C agreeable embraces ; the horrible fhrieks of thofe dungeons 
cc a pleafant harmony ; thefe frightful prifons delightful pa- 
" laces, could I but be freed from what I feel by the lofs of 
" God (20)," 

(17) Fleury, !. 13. p. 518. See F. Longueval and Hift. Literaire, 
p. 241. (18) Vi\ lxxvi. 6- (19) Pf. liv. 8, (20) &- 

jjfUQOj Op. p. 5U. 
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rnoft -perfeft fpirit of humility, contempt of the world, retire- 
ment, and mortification, and continued by his counfels and 
inftrufHons at a diftance to direci the monks of the Great 
Chartreufe, in all spiritual and temporal emergencies. The 
time being come when God had decreed to reward the labours 
of his fervant, he villted him with a ficknefs about the latter 
end of September iioi. When the holy man perceived his 
death to draw near, he gathered his monks about his bed, and 
?n their pre fence, made as it were a publick confeffion of his 
Jife : then made a profefRon of his faith, which his difciplcs 
copied from his mouth, and pieferved. It is very clear and 
explicit on the rnyfleries of the Trinity and Incarnation, 
and in condemning the herefy of Berengarius, which had lately 
xaifed great troubles in the church. The holy man thus ex- 
prefled his faith of the facrament of the altar,: cc I believe the 
* c facraments which the church believeth, and in particular 
* c that the bread and wine confecrated on the altar are the true 
? c body of our Lord Jefus Chrifr, his true flefh, and his true 
<c blood, which we receive for the remiffion of our fins, 
* c and in the hope of eternal life (13)." He had more fully 
explained this doctrine of the church againft Berengarius, in 
3iis comments on St. Paul (14). He reiigned his foul to God 
on Sunday the 6th of October, 1x01. An account of his death 
nvas fent by his monks of La Torre in an encyclical letter to 
all the neighbouring churches and monafteries, according to 
the cuflom, to recommend the fouls of perfons deceafed to their 
•prayers (15). Near two hundred anfwers to this letter are 
«xtantj and contain the higheft elogiums of the extraordinary 
•virtue, wifdom, and learning of St. Bruno (16). Lanuin, a 
#lifciple of our faint in Calabria, fucceeded him in the govern- 
ment of the mpnaftery De la Torre, and was highly eiiccmc-d 

(13) Ap. Mabill. Analcft. T. 4. p, 400. (14) In 1 Cor. x'u 
.p. 3c;, 306. (15) Epiit. JEncycl.de Morte Brunonis. (16) In 
-m appendix to the life of Sc. Bruno, printed in folio in 1516. 



tquccn Mary was made prior of 
the Chartreufe at Shcne, which 
was reilorcd to thofe who re- 
mained alive of this Order. Af- 
ter the death of queen Mary, in 
15:58, he and his fellow-monks 
were again expelled, and went 
over to Inlanders. They ilaid at 
Bruges till 1578, when the civil 
wars reaching that city, they 

.were obliged to feck fome fafer 



retreat. After wandering about 
fome time in the Low Coun- 
tries, they got a houfc at New- 
port. Whilit it was fitting up 
for them, P. Maurice C haunccy 
died in their old houfc at ISruges, 
Anno iijHi. His hillory oj' the 
martyrdom of eighteen Carihu- 
lians in iinglantl was pi in ted at 
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by pope Pafchal II. Fleury is miftaken (17), in confounding 
this Lanuin with Landuin of Lucca, whom St. Bruno left prior 
of the Great Chartreufe, and who was fucceeded by Peter, a 
native of Bethune in Flanders, who had been the faint's difciple 
at Saiffe Fontaine, with Lambert, who was prior at De la 
Torre after the death of Lanuin. 

The motto of St. Bruno are thefe words of the Pfalmift (18), 
My eyes prevented the watches : I was troubled, and I /poke 
not. . . . t / had in my ?nind the eternal years. Lo ! I have 
gone far oj\ flying atuay, and I abode i?i ihe wilder nefs (19). 
This conftant meditation on eternity often broke his reft, and 
made fleep to flee from his eyes : this animated him with fervour 
in his retirement, and perpetual penance, and made him watch 
whole nights in fighs and tears to implore the divine mercy. In 
this folitude his employment was fometimes to pour forth his 
foul in fongs of praife, and to entertain himfelf on the fweet 
motives of the divine love ; fometimes the remembrance of 
eternal joys comforted his foul, and gave him already a kind of 
foretafte of them : and he often confidered the terrours of the 
divine judgments, and the eternal torments prepared for fin- 
ners, being ftrongly affected with the dread of that which is 
of all others the moft grievous, the pain of Lofs, or the ever- 
lafting privation of God. In a feeling meditation on this fub- 
je&, he puts the following words in the mouth of a damned 
foul : " Add new tortures to the racks which I endure: may a 
cc million of frefh executioners tear me for all eternity, pro- 
Cl vided I be not totally deprived of my God. The mofc 
u piercing flames will be to me 10ft rofes ; the fury of devils 
agreeable embraces ; the horrible (hrieks of thofe dungeons 
a pleafant harmony ; thefe frightful prifons delightful pa- 
" laces, could I but be freed from what I feel by the lofs of 

" God (20)," 

(17) Fleury, 1. 13. p. 5 18. See F. Longueval and Hift. Literaire, 

p. 24.1. (18) Pi'.lxxvi. 6. (19) Pr.liv. 8. (zo) 

JJruaOj op. p. 511. 



OCTOBER 



( 122 ) 




OCTOBER 7 



St. MAR K, Pope, C. 



See the Pontifical puhlijhed by Anaftajins ap. Muratori inter I tali- 
arum Ritwii ScriptoreS) T, j, p. 112. Alfo Baron, ad an, 
356. B of ins and Aringhi, L 2. c. 15. 




A. D. 336. 

J T. MAR.K was by l?: r in a Roman, and ferved God with 
fuch fervour among; rne c'srgy of that church, that ad- 
vancing continually in fin cert: humility, ^and the knowledge and 
ienfe or* ii is own weakncis and im perfections, he ilrove every 
day to Airpafs himfelf in the fervour of his charity and zeal, 
and in the exercife of all virtues. The perfecution ceafed in 
the Weft upon the abdication of Dioclefian and Maximian in 
the beginning of the year 305 ; but was revived for a fhort 
time by Maxentius in 312. St. Mark abated nothing of his 
watchful nefs, but endeavoured rather to redouble his zeal during 
the peace of the church ; knowing that if men fometimes ceafe 
openly to pcrfecute the faithful, the devil never allows them any 
truce, and his fnares are generally moil" to be feared in the time 
of a calm. The faint contributed very much to advance the 
fcrvicc of God during the pontificate of St. Sykefter ; after 
whole demiie he was himfelf placed in the apoftolick chair on 
the 1 8th of January, 336. He held that dignity only eight 
months and twenty days, dying on the 7th of October fol- 
lowing. According to the Pontifical published by Anaftafius, 
lie built two churches, one on the Ardeatine Way, where he 
was afterwards buried 5 another within the walls, near the Ca- 
pitol. He was interred in the Ardeatine Way, in the ccmeteiy 
of Balbina, a holy martyr buried there. It was originally 
called of Pnetcxtatus, probably from fome illuftrious perfon of 
that name, and was lituate without the Ardeatine gate, not 
far from the cemetery of Calixtus, on the Appian Way. St. 
Mark had very much beautified and adorned this burial-place, 

out of refpect to the martyrs there interred ; and he beini; 

buried 
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buried there, it from that time bore his name. Pope Damafus, 
in his epitaph, extols his extraordinary difintereftednefe and 
contempt of all earthly things, and his remarkable fpirit of 
prayer, by which he drew down on the people abundant fpt- 
ritual bleflings. His name occurs in the Liber ian Calendar, 
compiled foon after his death, and in all other martyrologtes of 
the Weftern church. A church bore his name in Rome in the 
fifth century. His remains were tranflated into it by the order 
of Gregory VII. The pontificals mention that the church 
was repaired by Adrian I. Gregory IV. and Paul II. This 
laft pope built near it a palace which was the fummer refi- 
dcnce of the popes till Sixtus V". preferred the Quirinal hill, or 
Monte Cavallo. 

It was by conftant watchfulnefs over themfelves, by afliduotis 
felf-denial, and humble prayer, that all the faints triumphed over 
their fpiritual enemies. They never laid down their arms. A 
Chriftian ought to be afraid of no enemy more than himfelf, 
whom he carries always about with him, and- whom he is not 
able to flee from. He therefore never ceafes to cry out to God : 
Who will preferve me from falling through myfelf ! Not my 
own ftrength. Unlefs thou, O Lord, art my light and fup- 
port, I watch in vain. 

On the fame DAY 

SS. Sergius and Bacchus, MM. Thefe two glorious martyrs 
are mentioned with great diltinction by Theodoret, John Mofch in 
the Spiritual Meadow, Evagrius, St. Gregory of Tours, Bede, and 
other ancient rnartyrologifts. They fuffered with great conflancy 
cruel torments and a glorious death under Maximian : the theatre 
of their triumph was Rafaphe in Syria, in the diocefs of Hicra- 
polis. Their tomb at Rafaphe was famous for miracles in the year 
<\?>\ (t), when Alexander, bifhop of Hierapolis, built there a ilately 
church in their honour. Out of refpecl for their reticles, Juftiniaw 
cau fed this town to be fortified, called it; Sergiopolis, and made it 
the metropolis of the province. He alfo built many churches in 
their honour in feveral provinces of the li^ft. They arc the titular 
faints of a church in Rome which has been famous ever fincc the 
levetith century : neverthelefs no authenticlc a£ts of their martyrdom 
have reached us. On the fame day arc commemorated SS.Maiccl- 
lus and Apu'.eius, MM. at Rome. — See Tillemcnt, T. 5. p. 491. 

St. Justin a of Padua, V. M. She fuffered at Padua in the pcr- 
fecution of Dioclefian, about the year 304. Fortunatus ranks her 
among the molt illuflrious holy virgins, whofc fan£lity and triumph 
have adorned and edified the church (z). A church was built at Pa- 
dua, in her honour, about the middle of the fifth nge, by Opiiio, pie- 

icct 



(1) See Lupus in Cone. TCphcf. p. 233, 279, z}<). (2) Foiv 

tunatus Cnrw. 4- 
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feci of the prastorium, who was conful in 453 (3). Her precfous 
remains were found in 1 177* and are kept with great veneration i n 
the famous church which bears her name. It was moft elegantly [ 
and fumptuoufly rebuilt in 1 501, and with the adjoining Bencdic. j 
tine monaftery (to which it belongs) is one of the moft iiniihed 
models of building of that nature in the woild. A reformation cf 
the Benedictine Order was fettled in this houfe in 141 7, which was I 
propagated in many parts of Italy under the name of the Congre- 
gation of St. Juflina of Padua. The great monaftery of Mount (Jaf. 
iino, head of the whole Order of St. Ben net, having acceded to this 
reformed Congregation, it was made the chief houfe thereof by 
pope Julius II. and the jurifdiction of prefident, or general, was 
transferred by him from St. Juftina's to the abbot of mount C'af- 
fino ; from which time this is called the Congregation of mount 
Caflino, and is divided into feven provides. The great monaftery 
of St. Juftina may be faid to be the feconu in rank. St. Juftina is, 
after St. Mark, the fecond patronefs of the commonwealth of Ve. 
nice, and her image is Ramped on the coin. — £ee Till em on t, H'Jl, 
de la Perfec. de Diode f. firt. 55. T. $ 9 p. 140. Kelyot, &c. 

St. Osith, V. She was born at Quarendon, daughter of Fre- 
wald, a Mercian prince, and niece to Editha, to whom belonged the 
town and Manor of Ailefbury, where me was brought up with her 
pious aunt. Ofith was married young to a king of the Eaft- 
Angles ; but the fame day obtained iiis confent to live always a 
virgin. That king confirming her in her religious purpofe, be- 
ftowed on her the man._r of Chick, in which £he built a monaflery. 
She had governed this houfe many years with great fanclity, when 
fhe was crowned with martyrdom in the inroads of Hinguar and 
Hubba, the barbarous Danifh leaders, about the year 870. For 
fear of the Danilh pirates, her body, after force time was removed 
to Ailefbury, and remained there forty-fix years ; after which it 
was brought back to Chick in EfTex, near Colchefter, which place 
was for fome time called St, Ofithe's, as Camden takes notice. A 
great abbey of regular canons was creeled here under her invoca- 
tion, which continued' to the diifolution, famous for her rclicks, 
and honoured with n. any miracles. — See Tanner's Notitia Monaftica y 
i?i folio , William of Malmefbury, 1. 2. de Pontific. an J principally her 
life by Veic, a canon of St. Ofithe's in Leland's Itinerary, vol. 8, 



p. 41 



(3) Ughclli, T. 5. p. 398. 
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From the bull of her canonisation publijhed by Boniface IX- an. 
13QI : HelyoU Htfl* des Ord. Relig. T. 4. p. 25. Stevens^ 
Monaji. T. 2. p. 230. Godeau> Eioges des Princes &f Pr/«- 

cejes, p. 454- 
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ST. Birgit, more commonly called Bridget, or Bri- 
git, was daughter of Birger, a prince of the royal 
blood of Sweden, and Sigridis, a lady defcended from the ktngs 
of the Goths. Both fpent their lives in fervent exercifes of 
piety, and had a Angular devotion to the facred paflion of 
Chrift. Birger confecrated ail Fridays in a fpecial manner to 
practices of penance, and never failed on that day to confefs his 
fins, and receive the holy Eucharift, endeavouring to put him- 
felf into fuch a difpofition, as to be able to bear patiently all 
the crofles that might befal him till the next Friday. Sigridis 
was not lefs devoutly inclined, but died foon after the birth of 
our faint, which happened about the year 1302. Bridget 
was brought up by an aunt, who was a lady of lingular piety. 
She did not begin to fpeak till fhe was three years old \ and the 
fir ft ufe fhe made of her tongue was to praife God : nor did me 
even in her childhood ever take plcafure in any difcourfc but 
what was ferious. So firong and early was the grace of devo- 
tion with which God favoured her, that from her cradle all 
her views and, dc fires tended only to piety, and in its exercifes; 
file found her greatcft delight. No fyniptoms ever appeared 
in her of anger, fpite, envy, jcaloufy, untoward nefs or dif- 
obedience* She alii lied afliduoufly at the church olRcc, and 
at fermons. At ten years of age ilie was mod tenderly affected 
by afermon which flic heard on the pafiion of Chrift ; and the 
night following fecmed to fee him hanging upon his crofs, co- 
vered with wounds, and pouring forth his blood in ftreams in 

every part of his body, at the fame time flic thought flic heard 

him 
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him fay to her: cc Look upon me, my daughter." cc Alas" j 
laid Ihe, " who has treated you thus?" She feemed to her- 
felf to hear him anfwer ; tc They who defpife me, and are in. 
6C fenfible to my love for them." The impreftion which this 
moving fpe&acle made upon her mind was never effaced ; and 
from that time the fufferings of her Redeemer became the fub- 
je£t: of her moft, anlduous meditatioh,' even when fhe was at 
work at her needle, and me could fcarce ever call them to 
mind without fhedding abundance of tears. In obedience to 
her father, when Ihe was only fixteen years of age fhe married 
Ulpho,. prince of Isfericia in Sweden, who was himfelf only 
eighteen. This pious couple palled the nrft year after their 
marriage in continence, and having enrolled themfelves in the 
third Order of St.. Francis, Jived in their own houfe as if 
they had been in a regular and auftere rnonaftery. They 
afterward had eight children, four boys, and four girls, who 
were all favoured with the bleflings of divine grace. Benedict 
and Gudrna dying in their infancy, left their parents fecure of 
their happineis 5 Charles and Birger died in the holy war in 
Paleftine ; Margaret and Cecily ferved God faithfully in the 
married 11 ate; and Indeburga and Catharine became nuns. 
After the birth of tbefe children, the parents, at the fuggeftion 
of St. Bridget, made a mutual vow of continency, and con- 
secrated their eftates more than ever to the ufe of, the poor, 
whom they looked upon as their own family, and for whom 
they built an hofpital, in which they ferved the fick with their 
own hands. Ulpho entered into the moft perfect fentiments of 
virtue and penance, with which the example of his wife in- 
spired him ; and refigning his place in the king's council, and 
renouncing the court, he imitated her in all her devotions. To 
break all worldly ties by forfaking their country and friends, 
they made a painful pilgrimage to Compoftella. In their re- 
turn Ulpho fell lick at Arras. Bridget fparcd neither folicitude, 
pains, nor prayers for his recovery, and received an afTu ranee 
of it by a revelation. He was accordingly reftored again to 
his health, and arrived in Sweden, where he died foon after 
m the odour of /anility in the m on a fiery of Alvaftre, of th<4 
Citterlian Order, which rule, according to fome, he had em- 
braced, though others fay that lie was only preparing himfelf 
for that (rate. At lea ft his name is infer ted in the Merrologv 
of that' Order on the 12th of February. Bridget being by his 
death entirely at liberty to p'urfuc her inclinations as to the 
manner of life which fhe deli red to lead, renounced the rank 
of prtneefs which /he held in the world, to take upon her mure 
perfectly the Hate of a penitent. Her hufband's etratcs fhe di- 
vided among her children^ according to the laws of juflice and 

equity, 
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equity, and from that day Teemed to forget what fhe had been 
in the world. She changed her "habit, ufing no more linen ex- 
cept for a veil to cover her head, wearing a rough hair£birt> 
and, for a girdle, cords full of knots. The aufterities which 
fhe practifed are incredible; on Fridays {he redoubled her mor- 
tifications and other exercifes, allowing herfelf no refection but 
a little bread and water. About the time of her hufband's 
death, in 13449 fhe built the great monaftery of Waftein, in 
the diocefs of Lincopen, in Sweden, in which fhe placed fixty 
nuns, and in a feparate inclofure, friars, to the number of 
thirteen priefts, in honour of the twelve apoftles and Sc. 
Paul ; four deacons, reprefenting the four doctors «bf the church, 
and eight lay-brothers. She prefcribed them the rule of St. 
Auftio, with certain particular confutations, which are faid to 
have been dictated to her by our Saviour in a vifion. But this 
circumftance is neither mentioned by Boniface IX. in the bull 
of her canonization, nor by Martin V. in the confirmation of 
her Order ; and the popes, when they fpcak of this rule, 
mention only the approbation of the holy fee, without making 
any enquiry about any fuch private revelation. The diocefan is 
the fuperiour of all the monafteries of this Order fituated in 
his diocefs ; but no new convent can be founded but with an 
exprefs licence and confirmation of the pope. The chief ob- 
ject of the particular devotions prefcribed by this rule are the 
Pafiion of Chrift, and the honour of his holy Mother. In 
this inftitute, as in the Order of Fontevrault, the* men are 
fuhjecSt to the priorefs of the nuns in temporals, but. in 'fpi ri- 
tuals the women are under the jurifdiclion of the friars ; the 
reafon of which is, becaufe the Order being principally infti- 
tutcd for religious women, the men were chiefly admitted only 
to afford them fuch fpiritual a (finance as they want. The con- 
vents of the men and women are feparatcd by an inviolable in- 
clofure j but are contiguous fo as to have the fame church, in 
which the nuns keep choir above in a doxal, the men under- 
neath in the church ; but they can never fee one another, The 
number of religious pcrfons in each double mbnaftery is 
fixed as above, according to the number of the fevency-two 
dt fci pies. But moft of the great or double monafteries which 
were fituated in the north, were deftroyed at the change of re- 
ligion, with that of Waftein, or Vat/ J en > which Was the chief 
houfe of the Order. There are two rich convents of nuns of 
this Order at Genoa, into one of which only ladies- of quality 
can be admitted. The ^reateft part of monasteries of Brigitms^ 
or of the Order of our Saviour 9 which now fubfifr, arc finale, 
and obferve not the rule as to the number of religious, or the 

fuhj^Uon of the finus to the nuns. There are {till Ionic double 

mo naileries 
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jnonafteries in Flanders, one at Dantzick, about ten in Ger- 
many, and fome few others (a). 

St, Bridget had fpent two years in her monaftery at Waftein 
when fhe undertook a pilgrimage to Rome, in order to vene- 
rate the relicks of fo many faints which are honoured in that 
city, and efpecially to offer up her fervent prayers at the tombs 
of the apoffJes. The example of her virtue /hone forth with 
brighter Juftre in that great city. Xhe aufterity of her watch- 
ings and penance, the tendernefs of her devotion, her Jove or* 
retirement, her fervour in vifiting the churchcs 5 and in ferving 
the fick in the hofpitals, her feverity towards her/elf, her mild- 
nefs to all others, her profound humility, and her charity ap- 
peared in all fhe did. Remarkable monuments of her devo 
lion are -ft 111 fhewn in the church of St. Paul and other places 
at Rome and in its neighbourhood. For the thirty lair. ye«rs 
of her life, fhe was accu Homed to go every day to confefTion, 
and flie communicated feveral times every week. Xhe fre- 
quent ufe of the facraments kindled every time frefh ardour in 
her foul. Nothing is more famous in the life of St. Bridget 
than the many revelations with which fhe was favoured by God, 
chiefly concerning the fufferings of our Bleffed Saviour, and 
revolutions which were to happen in certain kingdoms. It is 
certain that God, who communicates himfelf to his lervants 
many ways with infinite condefcenfion, and diftributes his gifts 

with 



(a) There was only one great 
monaftery of this Order in Bng- 
lad, called Sion-houfe, fituate 
near the Thames in Middlefe*, 
about ten miles from London, 
founded with royal magnificence 
by Henry V. in 141 3. That 
prince erected at the fame time 
three great monatteries, near his 
country houfc at Shcne. One of 
the Carthufians, on the Surry- 
fide of the river, oppofite to Iflc- 
worth, orThiJUeworth : another 
of the Celeitincs, which feems 
to have ftood in I fie worth, and 
this of Sion-houfe, which being 
very rich, was one of the firlt 
houfes that were diflblvcd by 
Henry VI J I. Edward VI. grant- 
ed it firfl to Edward duke of 
Somerfet, and after his attainder, 
to John duke of Northumberland. 
Queen Mary reltored it to the 



abbefs ; but Elizabeth being ad- 
vanced to the throne, it was a- 
gain diflblved. The nuns all 
fled firft to Zurichfee in Zcland, 
thence to Mechlin, then to Rouen ; 
and finding in none of thefe placed 
any fupport, they at laft palled 
to LiJfbon, where Philip If. and 
many charitable private per fans 
contributed to their relief, fill a 
Portuguefe lady becoming a nun 
among them, conveyed to their 
houfe an eft ate to which flic was 
heirefs. Sec Dugd ale's MonajL 
vol. 2. p. 360. Mevens, T. z. 
p. 233. spanner's Notitia Mo* 
no ftica, and Fuller's CJj /// ch Hi/1 . 
B.6. p. 362. The revenues of 
this monnflery at the d involution 
are rated in Duudale at fevemeen 
hundred and thirty-one pounds, 
in Speed at nineteen hundred and 
forty-four pounds. 
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•with infinite wifdom treated this great faint and certain others 
'with fpecial marks of his goodnef ■, converfing frequently with 
them in a mo ft familiar manner, as the devout Blofius obferves. 
Sometimes he fpoke to them in vifions, at other times he difco- 
veied to them hidden things by fupernatural illuftrations of 
their underftandings, or by reprefentations raifed in their imagi- 
nation fo . clearly, that they could not be mifraken in them. 
But to diftinguifti the operations of the KoJy Ghoft and the 
ilJufions of the enemy requires great prudence, and attention 
to the juft criteria or rules for the discernment of fpirits. Nor 
can any private revelations ever be of the fame nature, or 
have the lame weight and certainty with thofe that are publick, 
which were made to the prophets to be by them promulgated 
to the church,' and- confirmed to men by the fandlion of mi- 
racles and the • authority of the church. .A confiderable num- 
ber of the revelations of St. Bridget was written from her re- 
lation of them by Peter, a Swedifh Ciftercian monk who was 
her confeflarius and companion in her travels. Had the ac- 
count been penned by the faint herfelf, it would have been 
compiled with more fimplicity, and with greater life and fpirit, 
and would have received a higher degree of certainty. 

The learned divine John de Turre-cremata, afterwards 
cardinal, by order of the council of Bafil, examined this 
book of her revelations, and approved it as profitable for the 
inftrudtion of the faithful : which approbation was admitted 
by the council as competent and fufneient. It however a^ 
mounts to no more than a declaration that the doflrine con^ 
tained in that book is conformable to the orthodox faith, and 
the revelations pioufly credible upon an hiftorical probability. 
The learned cardinal Lambertini, afterward pope Benedict 
XIV. writes upon this fubjedl as follows (j) : " 1 he appro-. 
" bation of fuch revelations is no more than a pcrmiflion, 
" that, after a mature examination, they may be published 
" for the profit of the faithful. . . . Though an rfflcnt of ca- 
cc tholick faith be not due to them, they defervc an human 
<c aflent according to the rules of prudence, by which they 
cc are probable and pioufly credible, as the revelations of B. 
cc Hildegardis, St. Bridget and Sr. Catharine of Sienna." 
What is mo ft of all praileworthy in St. Bridget in, that in true 
fimplicity of heart ftie always fubmittcd her revelations to the 
judgment of the pallors of the church ; and deeming herfelf 
unworthy even of the ordinary light of faith, jfhe was far from 
ever glorying in any extraordinary favours, which jfhe never 

Vol. IV. K defircd, 

(1) De Canonic. Sandt. 1. 2. c. 32. n. u. 
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defired, and on which fhe never employed her mind but 
in order to iacreale her love and humility. If her revela- 
tions have rendered her name famous, it is by her he- 
roick virtues and piety that it is venerable to the whole 
church. To live according to the fpirit of the myfteries of 
religion, is fomething much greater and more fublime than to 
know hidden things, or to be favoured with the moft extra- 
ordinary vifions. Xo have the fcience of angels without cha- j 
rity is to be only a tinkling cymbal. But both to have cha- ! 
rity, and to fpeak the language of angels was the happy pri- , 
vilege of St. Bridget. Her ardent love of Jefus Chrift cruci- 
fied moved her to make a painful pilgrimage to vilit the holy 
places in Paleftine, where fhe watered with her pious tears the 
chief places which Chrift had fanctined by his divine fteps, and 
purpled with his adorable blood. In her journey fhe vifited 
the mod renowned churches in Italy and Sicily, with a devo- 
tion that excited all who faw her, to fervour. Being returned 
fafe to Rome fhe lived there a year longer, but during that in- 
terval was afflicted with grievous diftempers, under which fhe 
iuffered the moil excruciating pains with an heroick patience 
•and refignation. Having given her laft moving inftrudtions to 
*k\er fon Birger, and her daughter Catharine who were with 
tier, fhe was laid on fackloth, received the laft facraments, and 
her foul, being releafed from its prifon of. clay, took its flight 
•to that kingdom after which fhe had always moft ardently 
iighed, on the twenty -third of July* 1373, being feventy^on® 
■years old. Her body was buried in the church of St. Lau- 
rence in Panis-Perna, belonging to a convent of Poor Clares : 
4)ut a year after her death it was tranflated to her monaftery 
jof Waftein in Sweden, by the procurement of her fon Birger 
and St. Catharine. She was canonized by Boniface IX. in 
3 39 1, on the feventh of Qclober, and her feftiva-1 is appointed 
t on the day following {a). 

Xhe life and fuffe rings of our divine Redeemer are th£ 
took of life, in which both fouls which now begin to fcrvc 
<3od, and thofc who have long exercifed themfelves in the 
moft per feci: pradtices of aU heroick virtues, find the moft 
powerful incentives and means of fpiritual improvement. The 
aftoni filing example which our moft amiable and adorable Sa- 
viour here fets us of infinite mccknefs, patience, charity and 
humility^ if ferioufly confidercd and meditated upon, will 
fpeak a language which will reach the very bottom <*f our 

hearts,; and totally reform our inncrmoft affections and fenti- 

>, means. 

(0) The works of St. Bridget conlift of her Revelations in eight 
fcooko, her Rule, Exhortations, and devout prayers. 
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ijnents. That inordinate felf-love and pride which by the 
\contagton of fin feems almoft interwoven in our very frame, 
" will be beat down to the very ground ; the poifon of our paf- 
fions with which our fouls are fo deeply infected in all their 
powers, will be expelled by this fovereign antidote 5 and fin- 
cere compunclion, patience, humility, charity and contempt 
of the world will entirely pofTefs our affections. The more 
a foul is advanced in the fchool of all Chriftian virtues, the 
more feelingly (hot will find every circumftance in thefe facred 
myfteries to be an unfathomed abyfs of love, clemency, meek- 
nefs and humility, and an inexhaufled fource of fpiritual riches 
in all virtues. By this meditation me will daily learn more 
perfectly the fpirit of our Divine Redeemer, and put on chat 
blefled mind which was in Chrift Jefus. In this interiour con- 
formity to him confifts the reformation and perfection of our 
inner man : this refemblance, this image of our divine origi- 
nal formed in us, intitles us to the happy portion of his pro- 
mifes. 

On the fame DAY 

St. Thais the Penitent, About the middle of the fourth age 
there lived in Egypt a famous courteian named Thais, who had 
been educated a Chriftian ; but the fentiments of grace were llifled 
in her by an unbridled love of pleafure, and defire of gain. Beau- 
ty, wit and flattering loofe company brought her into the gulph, and 
ihe was engaged in the molt criminal infamous habits, out of which 
only an extraordinary grace can raife a foul, l his unhappy though c- 
Iefs finner was polling to eternal deftruction when the divine mercy 
incerpofed in her favour. Paphnutius, an holy anchoret of The- 
bais, wept without intermiflion for the lofs of her foul, the fcandai 
of her vicious courfes being publick in the whole country. At 
length having earneftly recommended the matter to God, he form- 
ed a project of a pious ftratagem in order to have accefs to her, 
that he might endeavour to refcue her out of her diforders. He 
put off his penitential weeds, and dreifed himfelf in inch a manner 
as to difguife his profeflion. Going to her houfe full of an ardent 
zeal for her converfion, he called for her at the door, and was in- 
troduced to her chamber. He told her he defircd to converfc with 
her in private, but wifhed it might be in fome more fecret apart- 
ment. " What is it you fear?" faid Thais : " If men, no one can 
fee us here ; but if you mean God, no place can hide us from 
his all-piercing eye. What I " replied Paphnutius: 44 Do you 
know there is a God? Yea:" faid flic; " and I moreover 
know that a heaven will be the portion of the good, and that 
cvcrlalting torments arc referved in hell for the punilhment of the 
wicked. Is it poflible," faid the venerable old hermit, " you 



a 
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ihould know thefe great truths, and yet dare to fin in the eyes of 
Him who knows and will judqo all things f" Thau perceived by 
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this flinging reproach, that the perfon to whom flic fpoke was \ \ 

fervant of God who came infpired with holy zeal to draw her horn \ 

her unhappy ftate of perdition ; and at the fame time the Holy ! 

Ghoft who moved Paphnutius to fpeak, enlightened her underftaud- I 

ing to fee the bafenefs of her fins, and foftened her heart by the \ 

touch ®f his omnipotent grace. Filled with confufion at the light j 

of her crimes, and penetrated with bitter forrow, detefting her 

bafenefs and ingratitude againlt God, ihe burfi: into a flopd of tears, 

and throwing herfelf at the feet of Paphnutius fa id to him : " Ka- 

*' ther, enjoin me what courfe of penance you think proper ; pray 

<c for me, that God may vouchfafe to mew me mercy. 1 defue 

" only three hours to fettle rny affairs, and 1 am ready to comply 

*' with ali you mail counfel me to do." Paphnutius appointed a 

place to which fhe mould repair, and went back to his cell. Thais 

got together all her jewels, magnificent furnirure, rich clothes, and 

the reft of her ili-gotton wealth, and making a great pile in the 

Street burnt it all publickly, inviting all who had made her thole 

prefents, and been the accomplices of her fins, to join her in her 

facrifice and penance. To have kept any of thofe prefents would 

have been not to cut off all dangerous occafions which might a« 

gain revive her paffions, and call back former temptations- By this 

aiflion me endeavoured alfo to repair the fcandal fhe had given, and 

to fhew how perfectly ihe renounced fin, and all the incentives of 

herpafiions. This being done fhe haftened to Paphnutius, and was 

by him conducted to a monaftery of women. There the holy man 

fhut her up in a cell, putting on the door a feal of lead, as if that 

place had been made her grave, never more to be opened. He 

ordered the filters as long as Hie lived to bring her every day only 

a little bread and water, and he enjoined her never to ceafe folicit* 

ing heaven for mercy and pardon. She faid to the holy man: 

<c Father, teach me howl am to pray." Paphnutius anfwercd : 

** You are not worthy to call upon God by pronouncing his holy 

" name, becaufe your lips have been filled with iniquity ; nor to lift 

* e up your hands to heaven, becaufe they arc defiled with impurities. 

" But turn yourfelf to the Eafi: {a) and repeat thefe words : Thou 

*< who haft created me, have pity on me." Thus fhe continued to 

pray with almoft continual tears, not daring to call God Father, 

ihe having deferved to forfeit the title of his child by her unnatural 

ingratitude and treafons : nor Lord, flic having renounced him to 

become a flave to the devil ; nor Judge* which name filled her with 

terrour by the remembrance of his dreadful judgments ; nor GV, 

which name is molt holy and adorable, and comprifes in one word 

hii 



(a) It was a cuftom among 
the primitive Chriftians to turn 
their faces to the Eaft: to pray. 
Hence in churches the high-al- 
tar was ufually placed to theEalh 
Mr. Peck, in his hiltory of Stam- 
ford, thinks the high altar in old 



Engl i Hi churches was placed to- 
wards the rifing fun, according 
to the point in the ecliptick hi 
which it was at the fcafon of the 
year when the church was built; 

which admits a latitude. 
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V*St:# fnnrf>me eflence and all his attributes. But howfbeyer fhe ha 
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•%is fupreme eflence and all his attributes. But howfbeyer fhe had 
•$y her actions difrwned him, fhe remained the work of his hands ; 
. ':-and ty this title fhe conjured him, for the fake of his bonndlefs 
'/ihercy and goodnefs, to look upon her with companion, to raife her 
-from her miferies, reftore her to his favour, and infpire her with 
his pure and molt perfect love. In repeating this fhort prayer, ihe 
exercifed all ads of devotion in her heart, exciting in her affections 
not only the moft profound fentirr.ents of compunction, humility and 
holy fear ; but alfo thofe of hope, praife adoration, thankfgiving, 
love and all interiour virtues ; in which her affections molt feel- 
ingly dilated themfelves. When fhe had perfevered thus with great 
fervour for the fpace of three years, St. Paphnutius went to St. 
/Antony to afk his advice whether this penitential courfedid not feem 
fuflicient to prepare her for the benefit of reconciliation, and the 
holy communion. St. Antony faid St Paul the Simple (hould be 
confuked ; for God delights to reveal his will to the humble. 
They palled the night together in prayer. In the morning St. Pan! 
' anfwered, that God had prepared a place in heaven for the peni- 
tent. Paphnutius therefore went to her cell to releafe her from her 
penance,. The penitent, considering the infcrutable judgments of 
God, and full of deep fentiments of compunction, and of her ab- 
foiute unworthinefs ever to be admitted to fing the d ; vine praifes in 
the company of the chafte fpoufes of Chrift, earneftly begged fhe 
might be permitted to continue in her penitential flate to the end of 
her life. But this Paphnutius would not fufFer. She faid that from 
the time of her coming thither (he had never ceafed bewailing her 
fins, which fhe had always before her eyes. " It is on this ac- 
" count," faid Paphnutius, 64 that God has blotted them out." 
She therefore left her prifon to live with the reft of the fillers, God 
fatisfied with her facrifice withdrew her out of this world fifteen 
days after her releafement. She is honoured in the Weft on diffe- 
rent days, but in the Greek Meuologies -on the eighth of October. 
See her life, written by an ancient Greek author, in Rofweide, 
D'Andilly, Bultcau and Villefore. 

St Pel ag i a, Penitent. This faint had been a comedian at An- 
tioch even whilft fhe was a catechumen ; but being touched with 
rcmorfe for her criminal profefiion, fhe renounced it, and after due 
preparation received baptifm at the hands of St. Nonnus, bifhop of 
lieliopolis in Syria, diltributed all her goods among the poor, and * 
fpent the remainder of her life a reclufe on mount Olivet, clad in 
lackcloth, and practifing extraordinary penance, in the fifth age. 
She is named on this day in the Roman Marty rology. See her lire 
written by James, deacon of Heliopolts in Syria, cyewitnefs of 
her conversion and death, in Rofweide, &c. 

St. Keyna, Virgin. Braghan, prince of part of Wales who 
has left his name to Brecknock flu re, was happy in an offspring of 
faints. The moll famous were St. Canoe who founded many mo- 
naflcrics in Ireland; and St. Keyna fumamcd by the Welch The Vir- 
gin, who lived a reclufe in a wood in Somer let mire, at a diflance 

from hev own country, near the town of Cainftuwn> which teems 



1*1 
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fo called from her, and Hands on the Avon not far from Briftol. 
Spiral Hones in the figure of ferpents, have been found in that 
country, which Tome of the people pretend to have been ferpents 
turned into ftones by her prayers ( i J. They fee m either petrifica- 
tions or fports of nature in uncommon chryftallizations in a mineral 
foil. St. Keyna is faid to have died in her own country in the fifth 
or fixth century. Many places in Wales are filled with monuments 
of the great veneration which was formerly paid to this faint. Seg 
her A&s in Capgrave, A J ford, &c. 

(i) See Cambden, CrefTy, Sec. 
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St. DION YSIUS, Bifhop of 

Paris, and his Companions, MM. 

From St Greg, of Tours> Hi'/?. Franc. I. c. 30. The Atts of their 
martyrdom extant in Bofquei^ EccL Gallic. Hifl. 2. p. 68, 
7 3, were compiled from oral relations about the feventh century, 
thofe which were writ by MaJJiii^ bijloop of Paris tinder Con- 
Jlantins Chlorus, ahnojl cotemporary> not being then extant. Set 
Rivcty Hifl. Liter. T. 4. p. 38. T. J. part l. p. 305. part 2. 
p. 49. Tillemont) T. 4. p. 443. Dom Felibien^ Hifl. d* 
t 'Jbba'ie de St. Deny s? Anno 1707, folio. Append, p. 162. Du 
Boisi Hifl. EccL Paris. T. 1. Orji^ I. 7. n. 4. T. 3. /». 
141. 

A. D. 272. 

TH E faith is faid by fome to have been planted in part 
of Gaul by St. Luke, and efpccially by St. Crefcens, a 
difciple of St. Paul. The churches of Marfeilles, Lyons and 
Vienna were indebted for the light of the gofpel to Afiatick or 
Grecian preachers, though they had received their mi/lion and 
orders from the apoftoiick fee of .Rome. For pope Innocent I. 
poiitively affirm* (1) that no one had cftablifhcd churches in 
the Gauls., or in Spain or Africa but pcrfons who had been or- 
dained bilhops by St. Peter and his fucceflburs. The hilbry 

[1) Ep. ad. Viftr. Cone. T\ z. p. 1245. 
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' of the martyrs of Lyons and Vienne in 177(2) proves the 
flouriftnng ftate of thofe churches in the fecond century, St. 
Irenaeus very much advanced the faith in Gaul* and left many 
eminent difciples behind him, though two of toe moft illuftri- 
ous among them, Caius and St. Hippolytus, left Gaul and dis- 
played their abilities and zeal in Italy and other foreign coun- 
tries. Neverthelefs, the light of the gofpel did not fpread its 
beams fo early upon the remoter parts of Gaul, as is exprefsly 
affirmed by St. Sulpitius Severus (3) and in the Aces of St. Sa- 
turninus. St. Germanus of Paris and feven other French 
bifhops in a letter to St. Radegondes (4) fay, that the faith 
having been planted in Gaul in the very birth of Chriflianity 
made its progrefs flowly till the divine mercy fent thither St, 
Martin in 360. Numerous churches however were cftablifh- 
ed before that time in moft parts of that, country, by feven 

" tifliops fent thither by the bilhop of Rome to preach the gof- 
pel (a). 

K 4 Of 

(2) See June ii. (3} Sulpic . Sev. 1. 2. p. 381. (4.) Ap. S. 

Greg. Tnron. 1. 9. c. 39. 



[a) Their names are St, Tro- 
phimus of Aries, St. Gatian of 
Tours, St. Paul of Narbonne, 
St. Saturninus of Touloufe, St. 
Dionyfius of Paris, St. Auflre- 
monius of Clermont, and St. 
Partialis of Limoges. St. Gre- 
gory of Tours ( H'tfl. Ft\ I. i.e. 
z$.p. 22. ed. Ruin.) quoting the 
Ads of the Martyrdom of St. Sa- 
turninus, places the miffion of 
all thefc preachers together in 
the con Jul ate of Decius and Gra- 
tus, that is, in the year 250. 
Hence Tillemont, Baillet and 
feme other criticks pretend the 
faith in Gaul was chiefly con- 
fined to the territory of Lyons 
and Vienne till the middle of 
the third century : in which they 
are certainly miftalccn. For the 
A£ts of St. Saturninus fix: only 
the million of St. Saturninus in 
the aforcfaid year, and it is cer- 
tain that feveral of the reft came 

into Gaul a conftdexablc time be- 



fore him. See this demonflrated 
by F. Pagi, (Ad an. 255* n. 6* 
Ruinart in Attn St. Satumtni. 
Dom Dionyfius of Ste. Martbe i 
Gallia CbriJ}. Nova, T. J . p.^20 9 

{Sc.). That Marcianus who fa- 
voured the errour of Novarian, 
was biftiop of Aries in the reign 
of Decius, is evident from St. 
Cyprian (ep. 67. Pam. 6tf, ed. 
Oxon.) who mentions his col- 
lcgues or fellow bifhops in Gaul, 
and that he had then fat many 
years at Aries. St. Regulus was 
biftiop of Aries before him, as 
appears from the ancient lilt of 
the bifhops of that fetr, and from 
the fixty-feventh letter of St. 
Cyprian to St. Stephen. St. 
Trophimus preceded them both 
in that fee, and mult hav<* 
preached iu Gaul before St Po- 
thinus was biihop of Lyons, fee- 
ing pope Zofimus tellifies of St. 
Trophimas, that " From the 

y fountain of his preaching all 

4i the 
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Of all the Roman miffionaries fent into Gaul St. Dionyfms 
carried the faith the farthefL.into the country,, fixing his fee at 
Paris, and by him and his difciples the fees of Chartres 3 Senlis 

and 



c< the Gauls received the ftreams 
*« of faith," (Zofimus /p. ad epifc. 

Gall, apud Barcn. ad an. 417. 

Co u tart t, in epift. Pont if. Rom. De 
Marca, De Primat. p. 169.) the/ 
ionic think the church of Lyons, 
founded by the A fi a ticks or 
Greeks may perhaps be except- 
ed from this number. But no- 
thing proves that St. Pochinus 
received not his orders at Aries 
or Rome ; which the, pofitive 
teftimonies of St. Innocent I. 
and Zofimus feem clearJy to e- 
vince. Aries, being the metro- 
polis of the .firft Roman province 
in Gaul, and the feat of the 
prefect of all Gaul, and after- 
ward of the prefect of the pra2- 

torium, till Maximian Hercu- 
leus, Conftantius Chlorus Carfar 
and fome others made Triers for 
fome time the imperial feat in 
the Well, it was natural to pre- 
sume that the iirft bifhop efta- 
blifhed in Gau], fhould fix his 
yefidencc at Aries. That St. 
Paul made St. Crcfcens fall 
bifhop of Vienne is maintained 
IbyDe Marca ( ep. ad Henric. Vales. 

Eufebii ed. Valef. prarfixa) Nata- 

lis Alexander (Bift. Sa?c. 1. dijf. 
16.) and Michael Lequien, but 
denied by Du Eois (Hifi. Eccl. 
Paris. T. 1. p. j.) and others; 
the tcllimony of St. Epiphanius 
{ILer. 51.) upon which that af- 
fcrtion is buiJt, being very am- 
biguous. The popular traditions 
of fcveral churches in Gaul 
which pretend they were found- 
ed by fome of the apollles, or 
make their firft bifhops the im- 
mediate difciples of the apoftlcs, 

arc fucb that jio flrcfu can be 



laid on any of them, as Dom 
Dionyiius of St. Marthe {Gallia 
Cbrijliav.. Nova, T. I. Pra?f m & 

p. 510) Dom Rivet (Hi/l. Lite,. 
T. 1. p. 304, Sec.) and F. Lou- 
gueval (Hi}, de P Eglife y Gallic. 

7~. I. DiJJT. Prelim. Prr.pl 1,^3.) 

confefs. It cannot neverthelefs be 
doubted but the faith had taken 

root in Gaul about the time of 
the apoltles, feeing it was in a 
flourishing condition at Lyons in 
the fecond century, and had pe- 
netrated into Britain: and St.irc- 
nseus urges again il the here ticks 
the tradition of the churches of 
Gaul, Germany, Egypt and the 
Eaft, all planted by the apoftlcs 
(A 1. c. 10.). Tertullian fays, 
that the faith flourifhed in the 
different nations of the Gauls, 
&c. {Tert. ad<v. Juda. c. 7). Dom 
Dionyfms of St. Mar the (Gallia 
Cbrijlian. Nova, ST. I.) demon- 
ftrates the fame of that early pe- 
riod, though the churches there 
were not yet numerous except 
about Aries, MaifeilJes, Lyons, 
and Vienne. Ado fays St. Tro- 
phimus was made bifhop of Aries 
by St Paul. As St.Trophimus was 
bifhop before the mifiionof St.Sa- 
turninus in 250, fo it is not impro- 
bable that alfo fome others of 
the five abovemcntioned bifhops, 
came into Gaul before him, 
though the aflertion of St. Gre- 
gory of Tours feems to fhew 
that fevcral of them arrived to- 
gether about that time. St. Ga- 
tian of Tours is cxprefs ly (aid 
to have been fent by St. Fabian, 
who fat from the year 236, to 

250. That St. Dionyfms of Pa- 
ris, St. Saturninns, St. Auilrc- 

jnonhis 
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and Meaux were creeled (5), and fhortly after thofe of Cologa 
and others which we find in a flourifhing condition, and go- 
verned by excellent paftors in the fourth century, witnefs St. 
Maternus of Cologn, &c. SS. Fufcian and Victorious, Crif- 
pin and Crifpinian, Ruflnus and Valerius, Lucian of Beauvais, 
Quintin, Piaton, Regulus or Riticius of Senlis, and Marcellus 
are called difciples or fellow labourers of St Dionyfius, and 
came from Rome to preach the name of Chrift. in Gaul. We 
areaflured in the Acts of the martyrdom of St. Dionyfius, that 
this zealous bifhop built a church at Paris, and converted great 
numbers to the faith. A glorious martyrdom crowned his la- 
bours for the falvation of fouls, and the exaltation of the name 
of Chrift. He feems to have fufFered in the perfecution of 
Valerian in 272, though fome moderns defer his death to the 
beginning of the reign of Maximian Herculeus, who refided 
chiefly in Gaul from the year 286 to 292. Ado calls the judge 
by whom he was condemned Fefcenninus. The Acls of his 
martyrdom, St. Gregory of Tours, Fortunatus and the Weftern 
maityrologifls inform us, that after a long and cruel imprifon- 
ment he was beheaded for the faith together with Rufticus, a 
priefr, and EJeutherius, a deacon. The A£te add, that the 
bodies of the martyrs were thrown into the river Seine, but 
taken up, and honourably interred by a ChrifTian Lady, named 
Catalla, not far from the place where they had been beheaded. 
TheChrifiians foon after built a chapel over their tomb. In 469, 
through the pious exhortations of St. Genevieve a church was 
raifed upon the ruins of this chapel, which was^a place of great 
devotion, much reforted to by pilgrims, as appears from the 
works of St. Gregory of Tours in many places, by which it 
it is clear that this church flood without the walls of the city, 



(5) Gallia Chrift. Nova, T. 1. p. 521. Rivet, T. 1. p. 308. 
monius and St. Martialis were St. Genulphus of Cahors, fent 



though 



fent about the fame time, and 
by the fame pope, is what the 
tcllimony of St. Gregory of 
Tours confirms, and 'i'illcmont 
and other judicious modern 
French hiltorians look upon as 
certain. The peace which the 
church enjoyed under Philip was 
favourable to fo numerous a 
million. Some other miffiona- 
rics were fent from Rome af- 
ter thefc feven, as St. Peregri- 
ne, firft bifliop of Auxcrrcs, and 



by St. Sixtus 11. in 257 {lb. p. 
108.) and probably fevcral o- 
thers, fays Dom Rivet ( 
Liter. T. 1. p. 309). But the 
greatcll part of the reft of the 
epifcopal fees in Gaul were 
founded by the difciples of the 
firft feven Roman miilionaries. 
Thus Rivet doubts not but St. 
Julian of Mans, and the Civil 
biftiop of Angers were difciplcfi 

of Sc Gatiaa of Tours. 
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though very near them. By a donation of Clotaire II. it ap- 
pears that here was then a religious community governed by 
an abbot. Dagobert, who died in 638, founded the great abbey 
in this place in which he was interred, and which has been for 
many ages the ufual burial-place of the French kings. Pepin 
and his fon Charlemagne were principal benefa&ors to this 
jnonaftery, which was magnificently rebuilt by abbot Suger. 
The relicks of SS. Dionyfius* Rufticus and Eleutherius are 
fcept here in three filver fhrines {a). The miraculous cure of 
pope Stephen II. in this church has been already related (6). St. 
jDionyfius of France is commonly call'd St. Dennis from the 
French Denys. A portion of his relicks is faid to be poflefTed 
hy the abbey of St. Emmeran at Ratifbon ( b). 

Thofe apoftolick paftors who converted fo many nations to 
Chrift, were men filled with his fpirit," who regarded nothing 
i>ut his glory, and acled and lived for him alone. Chrift on 
xearth never entertained any regard but for the glory of his Fa- 
ther, to whom he offered himfelf and his kingdom. Who- 
ever becomes his minifter, muft in like manner have no aim, 
no intention but to advance the divine honour: for this he mull 
be dead to the world, and have bid adieu to it, that is, to all de- 
lires of honours, applaufe, pleafures, riches or any earthly goods 
•whatever. Such a one fees nothing in this world which he 
Slopes or defires ; nothing that he much fears : he feeks no com- 
position with it while he is engaged in the caufe of his matter : 
no threats or apprehenfions of terrour from its perfecution can 
damp his courage in defending the honour of God, or cool his 

zeal for the falvation of fouls. 

On 

(6) See note 9, on the life of St. Boniface, B. M. T. 2. p. 553. 



(a) Montmartre or Mons Mar- 
tyr urn is a place anciently confe- 
crated to the memory of thcfe 
imartyrs, ivho are faid by fome 
to have been there beheaded, 
and at firfl buried before their 
bodies were removed to the 
•place where the abbey now 
llands. But it is the opinion of 
the moll judicious criticks that 
the bodies of chefc martyrs were 
buried from the beginning upon 
the fpot where the abbey wa3 

fpundod. Sec Dam Felibi&n> 



ffifl % de Vabbaie de St. Denys, 
and Gallia CbrijL Nova. On 
this hill the idols of Mars and 
* Mercury were worfhipped before 
the converfion of the Gauls : 
whence it was called Mom Mart is. 

(b) The bull of Leo IX. pro- 
duced at Ratifbon in favour of 
their pretended pofleffion of the 
whole remains of St. JOcnnis, of 
which Poflinus difputcs at largc T 
is proved by Launoy and M$ 

Vaiu* to bo counterfeit* 
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On the fame Day 

St. Domninus, M. Being an officer of the bedchamber to Max-' 
amian Herculeus. when thac emperour kept his court at Milan, in 
304, the perfecutiun raging with great violence, he fled fecretly 
toward Rome ; but was overtaken on the Claudian Way between 
Parma and Placentia, and beheaded upon the fpot He was buried 
in the fame place, and his tomb was glorified by many miracles* 
A town which arofe up there, and is now an epifcopal fee, is called 
from him Burgo-fan-Domnino. — See his A£ls and Tillemont, T\ 

5- P* T 3 6 - 

St. Gujslain, Abbot. The name of St. Guiflain is famous in 
the lives of St. Amand, St. Aubert and St. Aldegondes. Having 
led fome time an eremitical life in a foreft in Haynault upon the 
river Hayfne, for the benefit of many who defired. to ferve God 
under his direction, he founded there a monaftery in 651, in ho- 
nour of St. Peter and St. Paul, which he governed with great 
fan&ity and prudence thirty-fix years, under the rule of St. 
Bafil or of the eaftern monks. By his exhortations two holy and 
illullrious fitters renounced the world, St. Vaudru, who in 656, 
ere&ed a monaftery at a place called from a certain Roman camp, 
Cajlri Locus ^ now Mons ; and St. Aldegondes who erected a double 
monaftery which gave rife to the town of Maubeuge. St. Guif- 
lain died on the ninth of October in 681, and is commemorated in 
the Roman martyrology. His monaftery which was long called 
The Cell, exchanged the rule of Regular Canons to receive from 
St. Gerard that of St. Bennet in 930. The little town which arofe 
in the fame place is a flrong fortrefs. — The lives of St. Guiflain 
are ; all modern. See Pleury 1. 39. n. 30. 

St. Lewis Ber.tr. and, C. Lewis was the fon of John- 
Lewis Bertrand, a royal notary, and was born at Valencia in 
Spain on the firft of January 1526. He was the eldcft of nine 
children who being all remarkable for their piety were a proof how 
deep root virtue takes in the hearts of youth when it is imprinted in 
them by the good example and early inftruttions of pious parents. 
Lewis from his infancy loved retirement, prayed much and with 
fervour, and praflifed mortifications of which his tender age feem- 
ed aim nil incapable. He eat very little, Ihunncd all frivolous 
amufemcnto and recreations, and whatever ferved to flatter the 
fenfes in diet or other things ; and when he could deceive the vi- 
gilance of his mother, he flept on the bare ground. He was of- 
ten found on his knees in fome fecrct part of the houfe, and feem> 
ed by his teachable difpofition, and fincerc humility of foul to 
have inherited the fpirit of St. Vincent Ferrer, 10 whom he wan 
related by blood. When he went abroad to the fohools, he re- 
doubled his watchfulncfs over himfelt, left ncccfiary commerce with 
the world fliould weaken the fentiments of piety in his breall. H« 
never loft fight of the divine prefencc, and fceking the Lord in tho 
fimplicity of his lieart he deferved to hear his voice in pious books 

and devout prayer which he made his moll familiar entertainment. 

He 
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He fought no company but that of the virtuous. At fifteen ye:vn 
of age lie defired to take the religious habit among the iJornini- 
cans. His father oppofed his inclination on account of the tender- 
nefs of his age and constitution : and the prior of that Order at 
Valencia could not but pay a regard to his rem on lira nee. Thefe 
delays only increafed the ardour of the poftulant's defires. The 
next prior was the celebrated F. John Mico, who had been 
brought up a poor fhepherd in the mountains of Albaida, in 
which employment he had learned to contemplate God in the works 
of the creation, By repeating to his fellow-fhepherds the inftruc- 
tions he learned from pious books and Sermons, he induced many 
to embrace the practice of perfect virtue. He afterward became 
an eminent doctor among the Dominican friars, introduced a re- 
form of that Order in Spain, was a great preacher, and an apoftle 
of fome of the Moors in Spain- He wrote feveral works of piety, 
and holy meditations full of unction and fcience in the interiour 
life [a). This great fervant of God gave the habit to young Ber- 
trand, and conducted the fervent novice in the path of true virtue 
by the love of the crofs and humiliations, the contempt of earthly 
things, and the exercifes of obedience, humility and charity; 
teaching him that a foul gains more advantages by patience in fpi- 
ritual drynefs and privations, than by confolations and fupernatural 
favours. When the faint was ordained prielt he ufually faid mafs 
every day ; he prepared himfelf to offer that adorable faerifice by 
fpending always fome hours in prayer and in exercifes of holy 
compunction, by which, and often by the facrament of confeflion, 
he endeavoured diligently to purify his foul frorn the leaft Stains it 
might have contracted, to correct the leaft irregularities and dif- 
orders which ea/ily flea I into our affections, and to cleanfe them 
from all the poifon of felf-Iovc which is fo apt fccretly to infect them. 
For being filled with a holy dread of the divine judgments, and the 
deeperr. fenfe and awe of the infinite juftice, fanctity and purity of 
God, with the moll innocent life he joined the practice of the molt 
Severe conftant penance. -And he feemed defirous to fet no bounds 
to the fervour of his compunction before he approached the holy 
myflerics. His angelical modefty, the ardour of his love, the im- 
preflion of which feemed to appear in his countenance, and the 
torrents of tears which he ufually Shed at the altar, infpired with 
tender devotion all perfons that heard his mafs. Being made maf- 
ter of novices in 1551, both by his example and words he taught 
fhem finccrely and perfectly to renounce the world and their own 
will, to conceive an entire dillrufl in themfelvcs, and by a fpirit 
of prayer clofely to unite their fouls to God. The faint's talents 
did not at firll appear promifing for the pulpit; neverthelefs, being 
employed in that facred function, he overcame all difficulties, and 
his difcourfes produced incredible fruit, becaufe they were animated 
with xcal and charity, and breathed a fpirit of finccre piety and 
humility. Jn 1557, a peililence raging in the kingdom of Valencia, 

the 



(*) Tart of F. Mico's meditations arc tranflatcd into Eiigliflu 
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the faint knew no danger, and fpared no pains in exhorting and 
afiilting the fick, and in burying the dead. He who chcatTully ex- 
pofed his life for his brethren during this calamity, when it was 
over, obtained of his fuperiours, by earneft importunities, leave to 
preach the gcfpel to the iavages in America, which was a moft pain- 
ful and dangerous mifTion. 

St. Lewis embarked at Seville in 1562, with another friar of his 
Order 5 and during the voyage, by his daily exhortations and in- 
ductions, he brought all the iailors to a reformation of their lives. 
The veffel in which he failed landed in Golden Caftile, in South 
America, and the faint repaired to the convent of his Order in that 
province. Without the leaft thought of allowing himfelf any reft, 
or taking any refrefliment after the fatigues of his journey, he pre- 
pared himfelf by fevere farts and watchings to open his million. 
During the courfe of his million in thofe parts he lay often in the 
open air, and ufually on the ground, or on pieces of wood, which 
formed rather a rack than a bed : by refuting the ordinary fuccours 
which miffionaries in thofe parts furnifhed them (lives with, he often 
fufrered the utmoft feverities of hunger and other inconveniences. 
The gifts of tongues, of prophecy, and of miracles, were favours 
conferred by heaven cn this new apoftle, as the authentick hiftory 
of his life, and the bull of his canonization, allure us. In the 
ifthmus of Panama, the ifle of Tobago, and the province of Cartha- 
gena > in the fpace of three years, he converted to Chrift above 
ion thoufand fouls, and baptized all the inhabitants cf the city of 
Tubara, and the places adjoining. He then preached with like 
fruit at Cipacoa. The favages at Paluato, ftill more enflaved to 
their paffions than to their idols, refifted the light of heaven. The 
prayers, tears, and mortifications which the faint offered up for then* 
feemed at that time to be loll ; but afterward produced the moft 
plentiful harveft. In that manner it pleafcs God frequently to try 
the patience and perfeverance of his moll faithful miniilers. The 
next miffion which the faint undertook was among the Caribbees, 
who are looked upon as the moft brutal, barbarous, and untcachablc 
people of the human race. The holy preacher making no account 
of the facrifice of his life, penetrated alone through the forefls, 
and over the mountains of Guiana, which they inhabit : neither was 
the divine feed altogether barren among thefe barbarians, and feve- 
ral even of their priefts were baptized by our faint. The Inhabi- 
tants of the mountains of St. Martha received him as an arigel 
ient from heaven, and he baptized there about fifteen thoufand 
pcrfons. One thoufand live hundred Indians followed him thither 
from Paluato, and having been inftrufted in the faith ,n were bap- 
tized^ by him and his companions. In the country of Monpaia, 
and in the ifle of St. Thomas, the faint gained a new people to 
Chrift, and new triumphs to the church. Heaven protected him 
more than once from all attempts made upon his life by poilbn, 
the fword, and other ways. He foretold many things to come, and 
in the city of Carthagena railed a dead woman to life. Pierced 
to the quick to fee the avarice and cruelty of feveral Spanifh adven- 
turers in the Jndies, and ngt being able {0 find any means of put- 
ting 
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ting a Hop to thofe evils, he was defirous to feek redrefs in Spain; 
and about that time he was recalled thither by his fuperiours. He 
failed from Carthagena in .America, and arrived at Seville in i 569, 
whence he returned to Valencia. He was appointed fucceflively 
prior of two convents of his Order, and wonderfully revived in 
them both the primitive fpirit of their holy founder. Among many 
other predictions he foretold the converiiun of John Adorno, a 
iioble Genoefe, and that he would inftitute a new religious Congre- 
gation ; which was verified by that of the Regular Clerks, called 
Minors, whom he afterward founded- St. Terefa confulted St. 
Lewis, and received great comfort from his advice under her greatcft 
difficulties. When (he wrote to him about her defign of eilablilh- 
ing a reformation of ihe Carmelite Order, he fent her the following 
anlwer : " Becaufe the honour of God is highly concerned in your 
intended undertaking, I took fome time to recommend it to him 
by my poor prayers. For this reafon 1 deferred fo long my an- 
fwer. J now bid you take courage in the name of the Lord, 
who will favour you. It is in his name that I allure you your 
reformation will be within the fpace of £fty years one of the moil 
** illuftrious Orders in the church." St. Lewis preached the divine 
word during twelve years without intermiflion in feveral dioceffesin 
Spain. He trained up many excellent preachers, who fucceeded 
him in the miniftry of the word in that and the following ages. 
The firft lefTon he gave them was, that humble and fervent prayer 
mult always be the principal preparation of the preacher 5 for 
words without works will never have the power to touch or change 
hearts. Words muft be animated by the fpirit of prayer, and mull 
derive their force and efficacy from this fource, or they will be 
little more than an empty found. A want of feeling in the preacher 
never fails to leave the hearers cold, how much foever his elo- 
quence may tickle their ears ; and as for thofe who court applaufe, 
and preach themfelves rather than the word of God, their ftudied 
affectation or vanity alienates and difgufts thofe that hear chem : 
but the language of the heart is almoft irrcfiftible. Our faint inculcated 
that preachers muft not judge of the fruit of their fermons by the 
applaufe of men, but by their tears, and by the change of their 
manners. If, faid he, they lay afjde enmities, forgive injuries, 
avoid the occaiions of fin and fcandals, and reform their conduct 
by your difcourfes, then fay that the good feed is fallen on a good 
foil ; but give all glory to God alone, and acknowledge your- 
felves unprofitable fervants (l>). He firll practifed thefe rules him* 

felf, 



\b) At that time there flouriflicd 
in the fame Order in Spain two 
>other eminent fervants of God, 
who by their learning, zealous 
labours, and experience in an in- 
ter jour life, exceedingly promot- 
ed the caufe of true piety. R 

4ewifl pf Granada, and Bartho- 



lomew dc Martyribus. TIic 
former was born at Granada, or' 
mean parentage, in 1505, and 
was indebted for his. education to 

the' marquis of Monde jar. h\ 
the year 1 524, the nineteenth at 
his age, he took the religious 

habit in, the JDojuijiigins convent 

ift. 



Oct. 9, St. Lewis Bertrand, G, mwr9 

felf, efcecially by cultivating in his foal the moft profound hu- 
mility, and an eminent fpirit of prayer. His humility never ap«* 

peared 



in Granada, which had been 
then lately founded by king Fer- 
dinand. The young novice ftu- 
died in all things to have no 
other view than the glory of 
God. All his moments were 
confecrated to prayer and the o- 
cher exercifes of his holy Hate. 
His external employments and 
his ftudies feemed, by his conftant 
recollection and attention to the 
divine prefence, as it were a con- 
tinued prayer. He fpoke very 
little, meditated much, and tho' 
he read all good authors to ftore 
in his mind a treafure of what- 
ever feemed beautiful, folid, or 
nfeful in their works, he was 
much more folicitous to digeft 
what he read, and to render all 
his knowledge clear, juft, regu- 
lar, and methodical. And it 
was his chiefeft care to make 
every thing fubfervient to de- 
votion and piety. In the excel- 
lent rules which he lays down 
for the method of religious per- 
fons applying themfelves to 
ftudies, he laments that great 
numbers by them fufrer fliip- 
•wreck of their devotion. For 
as the male children of the If- 
raclites in Egypt were no fooner 
brought into life, but by the or- 
der of Pharaoh they were drown- 
ed ; fo thefe fouls drown in fuch 
ftudies the fpirit of devotion 
which they had juft begun to 
conceive. To prevent this dread- 
ful abufc, he will have fuch Itu- 
dents to be finccrcly perfuaded 
that thefe iludics often wound 
our fouls, and infpire a fciencc 
which puffs up ; to guard againft 
which evil they mull continually 
lament the miferable neceflity 

which we lie under of ljftoning 



fometimes to the maflers of this; 
world for our improvement in 
neceflary fcience, whilft we oughc 
to liften to God alone by medi- 
tating on his divine word* The 
dangerous wounds of thefe Ihuaes 
are only to be avoided by keep- 
ing our mind clofe united to GocS 
in them, and by always re- 
membering that, to diveft our- 
felves of the old man, and to> 
put on the new, is not an affai* 
of fmall importance, or th© 
work of a few days, but requires 
our utmoft and moft conftant ap* 
plication. (See Granada, Tr. ots 
Prayer, part 2. §. viii. c. 4.) 

This holy man had preached 
many years to himfelf in folitude* 
applying to himfelf, and imprint-' 
ing deeply in his own foul, the* 
moll perfect maxims of all Chri- 
.ftian virtues, before he began tc* 
announce the fame to other*. 
This he afterwards did with in- 
credible fruit, chiefly at Granada* 
Valladolid, Evora, and Lifbon. 
Cardinal Henry, infant of Por- 
tugal, archbilhop of Evora, with\ 
much difficulty drew this apolto- 
lick man to that city, and com- 
mitted to him the direction of 
his confeience, and of all hia 
important affairs. Queen Ca- 
tharine, regent of Portugal, af- 
terwards chofo him her confeflby 
and cqunfcllor, and obliged himi 
to refide at Lifbon. Inflexible 
was his con ft an cy in refuting all 
ccclcfiaftical dignities, efpccially 
the archbiihoprick of Brague, 
which burden he contrived to 
put oft" on the flioulders of his 
collegue, the celebrated Bartho- 
lomew de Marlyiibus, whom hd 
obliged, iv: bib provincial, to ac- 
cept the fame. The dignity of 

car* 
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peared more remarkable than when it was put to the mofr. dangeroui 
trial, amidft the greateft honours. When all perfohs with loud 

acclamation 



cardinal was modeftly fhunned 
by Lewis with no lefs refolution. 
He died on the 31ft of Decem- 
ber, in 1588. His firfl work 
was his excellent Treatife on 
Prayer, than which few books 
of this kind arc extant more ufe- 
ful. The Sinner' 's Guide he com- 
pofed in 1555, whilil; he was 
prior at Bajadox, which of all 
his works is the befl wrote, and 
has been blefled with incredible 
fuccefs in the converfion of in- 
numerable fouls. All who afpire 
to the happinefs of truly ferving 
God, will find, in the ferious 
perufal of this work, the ftrongeft 
incentives to fervour. It was 
followed by his 'Memorial of a 
Cbrijiian Life, by his meditations 
and other fuch treatifes. To in- 
jftrucl preachers in the rules pro- 
sper for difcharging that important 
duty, he wrote his Church Rbeto- 
rick, full of excellent remarks, 
as is fet forth in the preface to 
the French tranflation. In his 

book, On the Counter /ion of the 

Indians, he inftrucls the mifTiona- 
ries in what manner they ought 
gently to infinuate the Chriftian 
truths into the minds of infidels, 
beginning by the moral precepts, 
and the motives of credibility 
before the my fieri es are ex- 
pounded. 

The works of this eminent, 
contemplative, and apoilolical 
man have been tranflatcd into 
molt languages of Europe ; alfb 
into the Pcrfian, Chinefe, and 
thofc both of the Eaft and Weft 
Indies, and were commended by an 
exprefs brief of pope Gregory 
XI II. and by St. Francis of 
Sales (Li. cp. 34.) who advifes 

every clergyman tg prqpwq 



.them, to make them his fecond 
breviary, and daily to meditate 
on fome part or other of them, 
beginning with the Sinner's Guide , 
then proceeding to the Memorial \ 
after this to the relr in orild , 
This, he fays, was the practice 
of St. Charles Borromeo, who 
preached no other Theology than 
what he learned chiefly in thefc 
books, and who, in a letter to 
pope Pius IV. prefers the works 
of Granada to all others of the 
kind. See Touron ( Hift. m 

Hornmes Ilia fir. T. 4. p. 558) 

Echard, {BibL Script. Ord. S. 
, Domin. V. 2. p. 288.) and the 
life of Len.vij of Granada^ prefixed 
to the Latin edition of his works 
in three large volumes in folio. 
Jn the firft we have his excellent 
large and fmall catechifmj his 
Method of catechizing the In- 
dians Common-place books on 
pious fubjecls ; and his Churdi 
Rhetorick on the method of 
preaching. In the fecond tome 
are contained fermons, and other 
moral tracls. In the third, the 
Sinner's Guide, Trcatifc on 
Prayer, on the Eucharift, Me- 
morial of a Chriflian Life, the 
Difciplinc of a Spiritual Life; 
on the Incarnation, on Scruples, 
the Life of the Ven. John of 
Avila, fome time his mailer in ;i 
fpiritual life, &c. The French 
edition of his works in 8vo. is 

jn requciT, 

Dom Bartholomew dc Martyri* 
bus received this furname from 
the church in which he was bap- 
tized at Lifhon, in which city lie 
was born in 1514, of pious pa- 
rents, wJiofc favourite virtues 
were devotion, and a bound Ids 

cjuirity tq tjic poo;*. Tb c "" £' ock1 

economy 
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Reclamations called him a faint, and an apoftle, and treated him 
with the higheft efteem, then the fear of the divine judgments 
Vol. IV. L made 



p 

economy f up plied them ivvith a 
conftant fund for alms beyond 
the ordinary abilities of perfons 
"of their circumftances in a middle 
condition of life. Bartholomew 
from his infancy was made by 
his mother the bearer of the 
charitable relief which fhe fe- 
cretly fent to diftrefled families, 
fttch efpecially as were fallen 
from a ftate of opulence. He 
made his folemn vows in the 
royal convent of the Dominicans 
at Lifbon in 1529, being fifteen 
years and fix months old. The 
will of his fuperiours was always 
his, and an eminent fpirit of 
prayer was in his foul the foun- 
dation of all interiour virtues. 
His reputation for learning and 
piety whilft he taught theology 
in feveral houfes, and was' em- 
ployed in feveral offices in his 
Order, made the greateft per- 
fonages in the court of Portugal 
to feek his acquaintance. In all 
his employments he walked al- 
ways in the prefence of God, 
iludying to pay to him a conftant 
interiour homage of fpiritual 
adoration and worfhip. This 
pra£tice he always inculcated to 
thofe who had the happinefs ever 
to fall under his care. E^tcriour 
virtues, as he ufed to fay, have 
their root in the afle&ions of 
the foul : if thefc be well regu- 
lated by perpetual watchfulncfs 
over ourfelvcs, and fervent in- 
teriour cxercifes, our extcriour 
will be regulated as it were of 
courfe. The perfect difmtcrcltcd- 
nefs of the fervant of God, lu's 
contempt of earthly things, and 
the (hlengngcuient of his auc- 
tions from creatures ; his fub- 

lune gift of prayer, and seal for 



the honour of God and the fal« 
vation of fouls, were virtues 
which qualified him for the molt 
arduous apoftolick functions. Be- 
ing compelled, in 1558, to re- 
ceive the epifcopal confecration, 
and raifed to the fee of Brague, 
the flrll in the kingdom of Por- 
tugal, the alarms which this pro- 
motion gave him, and the vio- 
lence he offered himfelf in mak- 
ing this facrifice, threw him into 
a dangerous fit of illnefs. In this 
dignity the poverty and auficrity 
in which he continued to live, 
the exact regulation of his time 
aiid functions, the good oider of 
his houuSold, the modefly and 
edifying deportment of all thofe 
who compofed it, his immenfe 
charities, and his care of the 
whole diocefs, were proofs of 
his extraordinary virtue and pru- 
dence, and the admiration of 
all Spain. Nor was he held in 
lefs veneration at Trent, where 
he affifted at the general coun- 
cil, in which, when fome out of 
refpect would have no canons 
enacted for the reformation of 
cardinals, he ilrenuoufly infilled 
that the more eminent the dig- 
nity of perfons is in the church, 
the greater is the obligation of 
the itriclcit canons for the re- 
formation of their manners. In 
that council he vigorouily main- 
tained that the obligation of re- 
fidence in pallors of the chuich 
is of divine right and precept, 

confequently indifpcnfable. Cer- 
tainly no confidcrablc nbfence 
from their Hocks can ever be 
excufed in any , unleffi for pnbliclc 
gieat necefluies of the church. 
•* To what a pafs arc mutters 

,f brought/' faid our zealous 

pie- 
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made the deepeft impreflion upon his foul. With his apoftoii<Jt ' 
labours he joined arliduous prayer and abundant tears for the con, ! 

verfion 



prelate, " fmce they to whom 
ct God has given charge of his 
*' church pretend to make it a 
* c debatable point whether they 
*' are obliged to abide with her! 
" Who couJd bear with a fervant 
" who is intrufted with the 
" care of his mailer's children, 
Pc ) et mould difpute whether he 
e< was obliged to be near them I 
" What fliould we fay of a 
<c mother who fliould abandon 
e< her babe which (he fuckles ! 
ee or of a Ihepherd who mould 
" leave his flock in the fields 
" amidir. wolves ! . . . . What I 
" mall sve doubt that we are 
'* bound perfonally to watch 
* over thofe for whom we are 
'* bound to lay down our lives, 
" if their falvation requires it I 
" We owe our life to them for 
" their fpiricual neceflities more 
41 than to ourfelves for any tem- 
" poral ends/' &c. This, great 
prelate, long before this coun- 
cil., was extremely affecled one 
day in the vifitadon of his dio- 
cefs, upon feeing a fliepherd boy 
watching fheep in the midli 
of a violent fliower of rain, 
without daring to take fhelter in 
a neighbouring cave, left a wolf 
mould break in upon the fheep, 
or fomc fox run away with a 
Jamb. How much more watch- 
ful ought a pallor of fouls to be 
in protecting the in from the 
mares of the devil ! faid this 
true pallor with the moll feeling 
emotion. From I rent he took 
n journey to Rome, where lie 
was received with extraordinary 

marks of eilcem by pope Pius i V. 
and all the prelates of his court, 
clpecialJy by bt. Charles J3or- 

, who opened to him 



the fecrets of his confeience, 
that he might be guided by him 
in the path in which God fhould 
direct him to walk, that he might 
fulfil his holy will. Our arch- 
bilhop returned from Rome to 
Trent, where the council was 
clofed after the 25th fefIion,inDe- 
cember 1563. It had been called 
eighteen years before, but had 
been afTembled only five years ■ 
two under Paul III. in ten feflions, 
one under Julius III. in fix fef. 
fions, and two under Piu9 IV. 
nine feffions. Between the 



in 



two laft popes, two others, Mar- 
cellus II. and Paul IV. had fat, 
but the council was not held in 
their time. The archbilhop of 
Brague, in his return to Portu- 
gal, was received with extraor- 
dinary honour at Avignon by 
the vice-legate, who gave him 
the following account of two 
bi/hops who had been at Trent. 
Leaning to Lutheran ifm, they 
went to the council as fpies to 
condemn its decrees ; but by af* 
filling at the conferences and de- 
liberations, in which all points 
were di feu /Ted before the deci- 
fions, they were edified by ob. 
ferving the extreme dilfercnce of 
the method which the reformers 
purfucd, who, in their delibera- 
tions about faith, confulted only 
their own private opinions,capricc 
and fancy, and that held by the 
catholicks, who weighed every 
thing in the balance of the 
fanctuary, and by the molt care- 
ful fearch into the con Hunt and 
primitive tradition, and the hith 
of all nations, let the true doc- 
trine of Clm ft in a clear light- 
One of them was afterwards 

Angular ly zealous and iuccefsfml 
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•Hverfion of finners ; and in this he earneftly exhorted all devout; 
'TchriHians to join him, and to call in all the mourners of the earth, 

L 2 and 



- ■ 

-in confuting and converting the 
\Caivinifts, and other fectaries. 
(Touron, T. 4. p. 645.) Don 
. Bartholomew vifited with incre- 
. dible zeal and care his whole 
.diocefs, even the exempted 
churches of military Orders, and 
" .others ; though . this was not 
compared without lawfuits, and 
other difficulties, which by his 
invincible conftancy and the 
weight of his authority he over- 
came. He every where reformed 
diforders, and put in execution 
the wholefome decrees framed by 
the council at Trent. A lpng 
hiftory would be requiiite to re- 
late the wonderful converfions 
which he wrought of many ob- 
ftinate finners, and other fruits 
of his piety and zeal ; the edify- 
ing examples of his charity and 
humility, and the meeknefs and 
patience with which he fuffered 
the moil atrocious injuries.. In 
.1578, king Sebaftian I. in the 
twenty- fourth year of his age, 
failed into Africa with thirteen 
thoufand foot, and fifteen hun- 
dred horfe, to reftore Mahomet, 
the late king of Morocco, who 
had been dethroned by his uncle 
Muley Moluc ; but in the fame 
.battle three kings perilhed. Se- 
baftian was killed in the action, 
after having fought fix hours 
with incredible valour; Muley 
Moluc died of ficknefs, whilil 
he was giving his orders to his 
laft breath, and Mahomet was 
drowned in his flight, The car- 
dinal Don Henry, uncle to the 
late king, fixty-four years of 
age, afcended the throne in Por- 
tugal, but died in the beginning 
oi the year 1 q8o, not having 

fupportcd on dethrone the high 



reputation he had acquired in 4 
private life. Upon his demife* 
Philip II. of Spain put in his 
pretentions, and took poileffion 
of the crown of Portugal. Soon 
after this revolution. Don Bar- 
tholomew obtained of pope Gre-> 
gory XIII. and king l J h\Iip thS 
leave which that pope and Pius 
IV. and V. had often refufed 
him, of refigning his archbifhop-* 
rick. This he carried into eze-* 
cution on the 20th of February * 
1582, retiring to the convent 
of his Order at Viana, in which 
he begged for charity the fmalkffc 
cell in the houfe to be allowed 
him. He comforted his afHieted 
flock with heavenly inftruclions, * 
and with tender exhortations to 
his clergy, he affured them h<d 
would never ceafe, in imitation 
of Mofes on the mountain, to 
implore the divine fucconrs fo£ 
them, with hands lifted up t£9 
heaven, vvhilft they, IikeJoihua„ 
fhould conduit the army of tha 
Lord into the land of promife* 
and mould fight againft the entr-* 
mies of his people. In this re- 
tirement he fpent eight years uX 
fervent contemplation, in whicU 
his foul was clofely united to 
God by the molt perfect excr* 
eifes of ardent love. He joift'* 
cd the practices of the mo& 
atiftere penance, being entirely 
taken up with the deiire of dy^ 
ing perfectly to himfelf, that Ins 
might live only by the fpirxt of 
jelus Chrilt. After a lingering; 
iicknefs, he happily died on tl.vj 
iSih of July, 159c), being it*- 
venty-fix years old, Several 
miracles are afcribed to him by* 
his hillorians, both living and 
after his death, JLuwis oi Gr^ 



148 St. Lewis Bertrand, C. Oft,g;j 

and all creatures, that by their united loud cries and perfeve. ! 
ranee they might move the tender bowels of the divine mercy 1 
to companion for fo many fouls that are blind amidft the greatell 
fpiritual miseries, and fport themfelves, without thinking of their 
danger, on the brink of eternal perdition. His thirjtt for their 
falvation made him cheerfully meet all dangers, and regard labours 
and fatigues as the greateft pleafures. CrofTes were always his joy t 
and his continual aufterities and penance made his whole life a long 
martyrdom. The two laft years of his life he was afflicted with 
painful cholicks, and frequent fevers, under which it was his con. 
ftant prayer to fay with St. Auftin : c< Here cut, here burn, here 
" fpare not, that I may find mercy for eternity." Under his in- 
firmities it was wonderful with what zeal and alacrity he continued 
his penitential aufterities, and his apoftolick labours. In 1580 he 
preached the Lent at Xativa, and went thence to preach in the 
cathedral at Valentia, where he was carried fick from the pulpit to 
the bed, from which he never rofe. Amidft the tears of all about 
him he appeared cheerful at the approach of death, having fore- 
told the very day to feveral friends in fecret, almoft a year before; 
in particular to the arehbilhop of Valencia, and the prior of the 
Carthufians. The archbifhop would attend the faint during his 
illnefs, and adminiftered his remedies and broths with his own 
hand. The holy man gave up his foul to God, amidft his prayers, 
in company with all the brethren of his convent, on the 9th of 
October, 1581, being fifty- five years old. Many miraculous cures 
attefied his favour with God. He was beatified by Paul V. in 1608, 
and canonized by Clement X. in 1671. — See the bull of his ca- 
nonization, and his life written by F. Vincent Juftinian Antift, Do- 
minican of Valencia, printed at Saragofa and Valencia in J582 ; and 
again molt accurately by John Lopez, bifhop of Monopolis. Sec 
alio Touron, Ho mm a lUufir. T. 4. p. 4B5. 



nnda, who died a year and half 
before this holy prelate, wrote a 
fhort account of his virtues and 
principal actions. His life is 
written by three other g**Qd au- 
thors; who were his cotei\po- 
raries : from which, and ot^er 
.memoirs, the edifying and rnuch- 



eftcemed hiltory of this holy 
archbifhop is compiled in French, 
in quarto, which work is by 
fome afcribed to the Dominicans 
at Paris, but more juftly by 
Touron (T. 4. p. 593.) to M. 
Ifaac le Mai ire, or Sacy. 
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General of the Society of Jesus, C, 



His life compiled by F. Ribadeneira, who was nine years his con- 
fej/or, is the majierpiece of that pious author, who by his ac- 
quaintance with the holy man, and his own experience in an in- 
ter 1 our life, was excellently qualified to ani?nate in his expref- 
fion the narrative of the aclions of the faint with that fpirit with 
which they were performed. The Latin tranflation of this life 
by F. And. Scot is loafer than that extant in old French, mad* 
by the lord of Betencour. This valuable work is exceedingly im- 
proved by F. Verjus, a French Jefuii, who has retained the en- 
tire fpirit and piety of this original, in the life he has compiled 
of this faint, in a fmooth, elegant , and florid Jlyle : in which 
performance he had alfo recourfe to the life of St. Francis Borgia, 
wrote by F. Eufebius of Nieretnbcrg ; to a third life, which was 
only in MS . and to memorials with which he was furnijhed by the 
faint's defendants, who flouri/h to this day in feveral illu/lrious 
branches in Spain, the chief of which is the duke of Gandia. 

See alfo F. Orlandini^ Bi/t. Societ. I. 8. and chiefly F. Sacking 
ib. T. 3. or Borgia. 

A. D- 1572. 



TETANY Chriftians feem afraid of following Jcfus Chrift 
lv JL with their whole hearts, and live as if they were for 
compounding with God and the world. Thcfc per fans have a 
very falfc idea of virtue, which they meafure only by their 
want of courage. If they once opened their hearts to the 
divine grace, and were finccrcly rcfolved to' fpare nothing that 
they^might learn to die to Lhemfclves, and to put on the fpirit 
of Chrift, they would find all their pretended difficulties to be 
only fhadows ; for by the omnipotent power of grace the 
rougheft deferts are changed into fmooth and agreeable paths 
under the feet of the jutt man. This St. Francis Borgia ex- 
perienced,, both in a private life in the world, at court, in a 
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religious retirement, and in the functions of an apoftoliclc \ 
Jife. St. Francis Borgia, fourth duke of Grandia, and third 
general of the Jefuits, was fon to John Borgia, duke of 
Gandia, and grandee of Spain a and of Joanna of Aragon, 
daughter of Alphonfo, natural fon to Ferdinand V. king of 
Aragon, who was alfo regent of Caftile for his daughter 
Joanna, and his grandfon Charles, afterward emperour, 
Ferdinand, who by taking Granada in 1491? had put an end 
to the reign of the Moors in Spain, and by marrying Ifabel, 
the heirefs of Caftile, united that whole monarchy in his fa- 
mily, was great-grandfather to our faint. The family of Bor- 
ia, or Borja, had long flourifhed in Spain; but received a 
new luftre by the exaltation of cardinal Alphonfo Borgia to 
the pontificate, .under the name of Calixtus III. in 1455. St, 
Francis was born in 1510, at Gandia, a town which was 
the chief feat of the family, in the kingdom of Valencia. His 
pious mother had a great devotion to St. Francis of Affifium, 
and in the pangs of a dangerous labour made a vow, that if {he 
brought forth a fon, he fhould be called Francis. As foon as 
he began to fpeak, his parents taught him to pronounce the 
holy names of Jefus and Mary, which he ufed often to re- 
peat with wonderful ferioufnefs. At five years of age he re- 
cited every day on his knees the chief parts of the catechifm, 
All his divcriion was to fet up pious pictures, make little altars, 
imitate the ceremonies of the church, and teach them the little 
boys who were his pages. From the cradle he was mild, 
modeft, patient, and affable to all. The noble fentiments of 
gratitude ana* generofity which he then began to difcover, were 
certain prefages of an innate greatnefs of foul 5 the former 
being infeparablc from a goodnefs of heart, and the latter, when 
regulated by prudence and charity, being the greatefr. virtue of 
a prince, who is raifed above others only that he may govern, 
and do good to, mankind. Francis, at feven years of age, 
could read his mother tongue, and the Latin office of the 
Blefl'ed Virgin very diflinclly. His father therefore thought it 
time for him to learn writing and grammar 5 for which purpofu 
he appointed hini a preceptor of known prudence, learning 
and piety, who was called doctor Ferdinand. At the fame 
time he was furnifhed with a governour* whofe bufinefs it was 
at different hwius to fafhion the young prince to the exercifes 
that were fuitable to his biitli, in proportion as his age was 
capable of them. It was the firff Care of the parents, in the 
choice of the mailers whom they placed about their fon, that 
they were perfons of uncommon piety, u hole example might 

be a continual leilon of vhtuc, ;uid whofe infirucSlions fhould 
all ultimately tend to the gi ailing in his mind true fentiments 

of 
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of morality and religion* without which all other accornpliQi- 
luents lofe their value. Learning, good breeding, and other 
fuch qualifications are ufeful and neceflary inflruflions and 
.helps 3 but thefe never make the man : every one is properly 
only fuch as the principles and maxims are by which he is go- 
verned. It is by thefe that a man's life is guided : if they are 
falfe or depraved, his underflanding is deprived of the light. of 
truth, his heart is corrupted, and it is impoflible he ihould not 
go aftray, and fall headlong down the precipices which the 
world and his paflions prepare for him. It is therefore the firft 
duty of every parent and matter to ftudy by every means to 
cure the paflions of a youth, to begin this by reprefling their ex*» 
teriour effects, and removing all occafions and incentives : 
then to inftil into their minds the ftrongeft antidotes, by which 
he may be enabled and encouraged to expel their poifon. 
And for this talk no age is too early or tender ; for if the 
mind has once taken any wrong bent, it becomes infinitely 
more painful and difficult to redrefs it. Opportunities are alfo 
to be taken in all fludies of feafonably and ftrongly inculcat- 
ing fhort leflbns of religion, and ail virtues. By this means 
their feeds are to be fown in fuch a manner in a tender heart, 
that they may {hoot deep roots, and gather fuch flrength as to 
be proof againft all florms. Our faint was bleffed by God 
with fuch difpofitions to virtue, and fo good a capacity for his 
ftudies, that in all thefe parts of his education his matters found 
this taflc both agreeable and eafy. Before he was ten years 
old he began to, take wonderful delight in hearing fermons, and 
fpent much time in devotion, being tenderly affected to the 
Paflion of our divine Redeemer, which he honoured wirh cer- 
tain daily exercifes* In his tenth year his pious mother fell 
dangeroufly ill: on which occafion Francis (hutting himfelf up in 
his chamber, prayed for her with abundance of tears, and after his 
devotions, took a {harp difcipline a long time together. This 
was the firfl: time he ufed that practice of mortificaticn, which 
he afterward frequently made a part of his penance. It plea fed 
God that the dutchefs died of that diftemper in 1520. This 
lofs coft Francis many tears, though he moderated his grief by 
his entire refignation to the divine will. Her pious counfcls 
had always been to him a great fpur to virtue ^ and he took 
care never to force t them. 

At that time Spain was filled with tumults and infurredtions 
of the common people againft the regency («). The rebels 

L 4 taking 

(«) Ferdinand V. fuccccded filler to that king ; and hi 1479, 
Henry king of Cattile, in 14.74, upon the death of hi a father, 
in the ri^ht of his wife Kabul, John II. king of Aragon, inhe- 
rited 
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taking their advantage of the abfence of the young king, 
Charles V. (who was then in Germany, where he had been 

chofen 



rited that kingdom. In 1492, 
on the zd of January, he took 
Crranada, and extinguifhcd the 
rcign of the Moors in Spain, 
above fevcn hundred years after 
tfeey had fettled themfelves there. 
In the following March he ba- 
nifhed the Jews out of Spain, to 
the amount of eight hundred thou- 
sand fouls. In 1496, he was ftyled 
by the pope the Catholick king. 
His eldelf. furviving daughter, 
Joanna, married Philip archduke 
of Auftria, the emperour Maxi- 
milian's ibn, by whom fhe had 
two fons, Charles, born at Ghent 
in 1500, and Ferdinand, who 
were afterwards fucceflivcly em- 
perours of Germany Queen 
Label, called a]fo Elifabeth, 
dying in 1^04, Ferdinand, who 
only reigned in her right, was 
oblired to leave the crown of 
Ciible to his daughter Joanna, 
though fhe was dillracl d, and 
continued generally confined fir ft 
jn Flanders, and afterwards in 
Spain. Her hufband Philip 1. 
governed Cafiile in her right al- 
jnolr. two years, till his death in 
the year 1 ;c6, the 28th of his 
age. Ferdinand, after this be- 
came again king or regent of 
Cirlilo in her name till his death 
in i;i6, when her fon Charles 
ffiming out of Flanders into 
Spam; was acknowledged king 
o.l all Spain, though he ludd 
Caflde cnly in the name of his 
d.llraclcd m ther fo long as ihe 
lived. 

Charles the Fifth of Germany, 
and the Fiifl of Spain, upon the 
death of Iii.<< gi and I', it her Maxi- 
milian, was choien emperour in 
I ^ it;, and in going into 

''omniny; refijv ed Aullria to 



his brother Ferdinand. In 1525, 
Francis I. was made prifoner by 
him in the battle of Pavia. Mu- 
leaili, dey of Tunis, having im- 
plored his protection againftBar- 
baro/Ta, the moft formidable 
Turkifh pirate, who had made 
himfelf dey of Algiers, he was 
reftored by him. The emperour 
alfo obliged Soliman to raife the 
fiege of Vienna. Jn 1555, he 
re/igned his kingdoms to his fon 
Philip, and in the following 
year, the empire to his brother 
Ferdinand, and died in 1558. 
He married Ifabel, daughter to 
Emanuel, king of Portugal. His 
daughters Mary, Joanna, and 
Margaret were married, the farft 
to the emperour Maximilian II. 
fon of Ferdinand ; the fecond to 
John, prince of Portugal ; the 
third to Alexander de Medicis, 
duke of Florence, and after- 
ward to Qclavius Farnefius, 
prince of Parma. Don John of 
Auftria, the illegitimate fon of 
'Charles V. is famous for the 
viclory of Lepanto gained over 
the Turks in 1571, and an ex- 
pedition which he commanded 
againil Tunis in 1573- He died 
governour of the Low - Coun- 
tries. Charles V. was the molt 
powerful prince in Europe 
fmce Charlemagne ; being em- 
perour of Germany, king of 
Spain, Hungary, and Bohemia, 
poJ]'e fling alfo the dutchy of 
Milan, with other territories in 
.Italy, and the dutchy of lim- 
gundy, with the Low-Countries. 
The actions of this emperour 
are extremely blackened by many 
French hiliurians, and as highly 
extolled by the Germans and 
: irds. If he was not per- 
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chofen emperour) plundered the houfes of the nobility in the 
kingdom of Valencia, and made themfelves matters of the 
town of Gandia. The duke fled with his whole family. Go- 
ing to Saragofa, he left his fon Francis, then twelve years olds, 
under the care of the archbifhop, John of Aragon 9 who 
was his uncle, being brother to his deceafed mother. The 
archbifhop made up a houfliould for his nephew, and provided 
him with mafters in grammar, mufick, and fencing, which 
he had begun to learn at Gandia. The young nobleman la- 
boured at the fame time to improve daily in grace and in every 
virtue. Two fermons which he heard an Hieronymite friar* 
who was his confeflarius,and a learned and fpiritual man,preach^ 
one on the laft judgment, the other on the paflion of Chrift, 
made ftrong impreflions on hia mind, fo that he remained ever 
after exceedingly terrified at the confideration of the divine 
judgments, and on the other fide conceived an ardent defire to 
lay down his life for the love of his divine Redeemer, who 
died for him. Going to Baeza, to fee his great grandmother, 
Donna Maria de Luna, wife of Don Henriquez, uncle and 
matter of the houfhold to king Ferdinand, and great com- 
mander of Leon, with feveral other relations, he was confined 
there fix months by a grievous fit of illnefs ; during which time 
he gave great proofs of admirable patience and humility. From 
Baeza he was fent to Tordefillas, to be taken into the family 
and fervice of the infanta Catharine, lifter to Charles V. who 
was foon after to be married to John III. king of Portugal. 
The marriage was accomplifhed in 1525 ; but when the infanta 
went into Portugal, the duke of Gandia, who had greater 
views for his fon in Spain, recalled him, and engaged the 
archbifhop of Saragofa to reaflume the care of his education. 

Francis 



fe&ly fo good a man as the 
latter would make us believe, 
neither was he fo bad as many 
of the French writers endeavour 
to perfuade us, and we ought to 
hope that the faults he committed 
were cancelled by fincere repen- 
tance. Philip 11. king of Spain, 
lei&ned forty two years, and 
died at the Kfcurial in 1 <;t;8. Be- 
ing four times married, he had, 
by his fir 11 wife (who was Mary, 
daughter of John IV. king of 
Portugal) Don Carlos, who was 
put to death by his order : by 

lm fceond, Mary of England, lie 



had no ifluc : by the third, Elifa- 
beth, daughter of Henry II. of 
France, he had Ifabel whom he 
gave in marriage to Albert the 
archduke, fon to the emperour 
Maximilian II. Albert was made 
cardinal very young ; but hia 
brother the archduke Ernellus, 
governour of Flanders, dying in 
1595, he two years after refined 
his ccciefiaflical dignities, and 
married the infanta of Spain, 
the Low-Countries being fettled 
on them, with the joint title of 

princes of Belgium, 
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Francis was then fifteen years old, and after he had finifhed 
rhetorick, fludied philofophy two years under an excellent 
mafter with extraordinary diligence and applaufe. Many fo 
learn thefe fciences as to put on in their thoughts and ex- 
preifions a fc hoi aftick garb, which they cannot lay afide, fo 
that their minds may be faid to be caft in Gothick moulds. 
Hence it is become a proverb, that nothing is more horrid 
than a mere fcholar, that is, a pedant, who appears in the 
world to have reaped from his ftudies fcarce any other advan- 
tage than to be rendered by them abfolutely unfit for civilized 
Society. Nothing contributes more to improve all the faculties 
of the human mind than a well-regulated and well-digefted 
courfe of firudies, efpecially of the polite arts and philofophy: 
but then thefe mult be poliflied by a genteel addrefs and ex- 
preffion, by great fentiments of modefty and generofity, by a 
fine carriage fuitableto a perfon's rank, and by fincere ChrifHan 
virtue. The prudent archbifhop was folicitous to procure his 
nephew all thefe advantages. He was particularly careful to 
make his pupil a£tive and laborious, by feeing that he went 
from one employment to another, without leaving any void or 
unprofitable time between them : nor did his mafters fix the 
end of their inftruclions in the letter of his ftudies $ but made 
ufe of every thing in them to frame his judgment, and form 
in him true tafte ; and they taught him to refer every thing to 
virtue. This feemed the natural bent of the young noble- 
man's foul, and in the eighteenth year of his age he had ftrong 
inclinations to a religious ftate. The devil raifed up inftru- 
ments to fecond his attacks, and a flailed the fervant of God 
with moft violent temptations of impurity, in order to profane 
that pure foul which God had confecratcd to himfelf. Francis 
oppofed to this dangerous enemy very frequent confefiion, fer- 
vent prayer, reading pious books, mortification, humility, 
diftruft in himfelf, and a firm confidence in God, whofe mercy 
alone beftows the ineftimabJe gift of chaftity, and to whom 
this glorious victory belongs. By thefe means the Aunt tri- 
umphed over this pa/lion, and had prefer ved his virginal purity 
unfpotted, when providence fixed him in the holy irate of 
marriage. His father and uncle, to divert his thoughts fi°ni 
a religious life, removed him from Saragofa to the court of 
Chailes V. in 1528, where they hoped his thoughts would 
take a different turn. The ripenefs of his judgment and pru- 
dence were fuch as feldom appear in a more advanced age ; and 
by his virtue, and his unaffected obfequioufnefs and afliduity in 
ferving his prince, lie could not fail of gaining a high place in 
his favour. F rancis had a heart not infenfibic to the motives 

<£)( fuch an honour, and lull of lender fentiments of gratitude and 
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generofity ; but ftill more of thpfe of religion. He confidered his 
duty to his prince as his duty to God, and though he willingly 
accepted of every mark of his prince's regard for him, he was 
very foli ci to us in all things to refer himfelf, his adtions and. 
whatever he received from God, purely to the divine honour* 
The perfect fancSHfication of his own foul was his great and 
conftant aim in all he did. As religious exercifes themfelves 
without regularity can never be fteady, and without this ad- 
vantage lofe a confiderable part of their luftre and merit, 
Francis was extremely exa£r, in regulating both his perfonal de- 
voirs, and the principal duties of his family. In it hours were 
appointed for everyone to go every day to mafs ; for evening 
prayers, for pious reading, and meals. He heard fermons as 
often as poflible, and converfed much with pious perfons, went 
to confeflion almoft every Sunday, and on all great feftivals. 
It was alfo a part of his care that his whole family fhould fpend 
well thofe days which are particularly fet apart for the divine 
fcrvice. It is indeed from the manner in which a Chriftiari 
employs them, that we may form an idea of his conducf. with 
regard to his general practice and fenfe of religion. St. Fran- 
cis>though he delighted chiefly in the company of the moft vir- 
tuous, was courteous and obliging to all, never fpoke ill of 
any one, nor ever fuffered others to do it in his prefence. 
He was a ftranger to envy, ambition, gallantry, luxury, 
and gaming, vices which are often too fafhionable in courts, 
and againft which he armed himfelf with the utmoft precau- 
tion. He not only never played, but would never fee others 
play, faying that a man commonly lofes by it four things, his 
money, his time, the devotion of his heart to God, and his 
conference. One of his fervants difcovered, th.\t on the days 
on which he was obliged to vifit company in which ladies made 
a part, he wore a hairfhirt. In him it appeared, that there i9 
no icadicr way to gain the cfteem of men, ihough without 
fee king it, than by the hcroick practice of ChriUian virtue. 
Nothing is fo contemptible even amonglt men of the world as 
infolencc, pride, injutlice or anger; nothing fo hateful as one 
who loves nobody but himfelf, refers every thing to himfelf, 
and makes himfelf the centre of all his d cures and actions. 
Nor ii> there any thing more amiable than a man who feeks 
not himfelf, but refers himfelf to (*od, and leeks and does all 
things for God, and the fcrvice of oi u-i:- in which Chriitian 
piety conMHs. The wicked thcmiclvis find no more folic! com- 
fort or protection in affliction than ihc inendihip of fuch a per- 
fon : even thofe who pcrfecute him, hecaufe his virtue is a con- 
fine of their irregularities, nevertheless admire in their breads 
ibut fincere piety which condemns them. This is more con- 
fute u oust 
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fpicuous when fuch a virtue mines forth in an exalted ftation. 
It is not therefore to be wondered that Francis was honoured 
and beloved by all the court, particularly by the emperour whe> 
called him the miracle of princes. 

The empre/s had fo great an efteem for him, and fo high an 
idea of his merit, that ihe fixed her eye on him to marry 
Eleanor de Caftro 9 a Portugueze lady of the firft rank, a per- 
fon of great piety and accomplifhments, her principal favourite, 
who had been educated with her, and whom flie had brought 
with her out of Portugal. The emperour was well pleafed with 
the propofal, and concluded a treaty with the duke of Gandia 
for his fon's marriage. The great qualities and virtue of ths 
lady, and his deference for the emperour and his father did not 
allow Francis long to deliberate upon fo advantageous an offer, 
which opened to him a road to the highefl favours of the court. 
The marriage was folemnized in the molt chriftian manner ; to 
which ftate the faint brought the beft preparation, innocence 
of life with unfullied purity, and an ardent fpirit of religion 
and devotion. The emperour on that occafion created him 
marquefs of Lombay, and mafter of the horfe to the emprefs, 
and having had experience of his wifdorn, fecrecy and fidelity, 
not only admitted him into his privy council, but took great 
delight in conferring often privately with him upon his mod 
difficult undertakings, and communicated to him his moft im- 
portant defigns. The marquefs, to rid himfelf of the impor- 
tunities of thofe who followed more dangerous diverfions, fpent 
fome of his time in muflcjc, played on feveral inftruments, and 
lung very well : he alfo fet poetical pieces to mulick, and com- 
pofed cantatas and minuets which were fung in fome churches 
in Spain, and called the compofitions of the duke of Gandia. 
But he never could bear any prophane fongs. It was to pleafe 
the emperour who was fond of hawking, that he firft fol- 
lowed that diver/ion, always in his majefty's company : he 
was afterward very expert, and took much delight in it. He 
fometimes mentioned the afpirations with which he entertained 
his foul on thofe occafions, fometimes admiring and adoring 
the Creator in the in ft in 61 of a bird or beaft, or in the beauty 
of the fields and heavens ; fometimes confidcring the obedience 
and docility of a bird, and the difobedience of man to God ; 
the gratitude of a wild and fierce beaft or bird, which being fur- 
nished with a little food, forgets its natural ferocity, and is 
made tame ; yet man is ungrateful to God from whom he re- 
ceives all things : the hawk fours to heaven as foon as its pi- 
nion is at liberty ; yet man's foul grovels on the earth. In Inch 
like rcflcclions and /elf- rep roaches the pious marqueis was often 

much afll-cled and confounded within liimfelf 3 and to purine 
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his pious meditations he often left the company to hide himfelf 
in Tome thicket- The emperour ftudied mathematicks, and 
Francis made ufe of the fame mafter to learn thofe fciences, 
efpecially the branches which are moft ufeful for fortifying 
towns, and the whole military art, on which fubje<5b his ma- 
Jefty frequently converfed with him. The emperour made him 
his companion in his expedition into Africa againft Barbarof^ 
in 1535, and in another which he undertook againft France 
into Provence in 1536, whence he difpatched him to the em- 
prefs to carry her news of his health and affairs. Under a vio- 
lent fever with which the marquefs was feized in 1535, he 
made a refolution to employ for his ordinary reading no other 
books jbut thofe of piety, efpecially devout inftrucTions, the 
Lives of Saints, and the holy fcripture, particularly the New 
Teflament with a good commentator: in reading which he 
often {hut his - book to meditate on what he had read. In 
1537, being at the court which was then at Segovia, he fell fick 
of a dangerous quinfy, in which he never ceafed praying in his 
heart, though he was notable to pronounce the words. Thefe 
accidents were divine graces which weaned Francis daily more 
and more from the world ; though whilft it fmiled upon him, he 
faw the treachery, the fhortnefs, and the dangers of its flatter- 
ing enjoyments, through that gaudy flafh in which it danced 
before his eyes. Others receive the like frequent admonitions, 
but foon drown them in the hurry of pleafures or temporal af- 
fairs in which they plunge their hearts* But none of thofe 
calls were loft on Francis. His life at court had always ap- 
peared a model of virtue. But as he had not yet learned per- 
fectly to die to himfelf, a mixture of the world found ftill a 
place in his heart; and his virtues were very imperfect. He 
even feared and bitterly accufed himfelf that he had fometime 
in his life been betrayed into mortal fin. But God was pleafed 
to call him perfectly to his fervice. In 1537 died his grand- 
mother Donna Maria Henriquez, called in religion Mary Ga- 
briel. She was coufin-german to king Ferdinand, and mar- 
ried John Borgia, the fecond duke of Gandia. By his fudderz 
death fhe remained a widow at nineteen years of age, having 
had by him two children* John, our faint's father, and Ifabel, 
who became a poor Clare at Gandia, who was afterward cho- 
fen abbefs of that houfe, and was eminent for her extraordi- 
nary devotion, and love of extreme poverty and penance. 
Mary her mother, after having brought up, and married her 
ion, and feen the birth of our faint, entered the fame auftere 
Order, in the thirty-fourth year of her age. The phyficiana 

declared, that if (he embraced fo feverc a manner of life, flic 

could 
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could not live one year(i) : neverthelefs, flie furvivedinit 
thirty-three years, living the moft perfect model of humility, 
poverty, recollection and penance, under obedience to her own 
daughter who was abbefs.of that monaftery. She met death 
with fo much joy, that in her agony {he defired a Te Deum 
might be fung as foon as flie fliould have expired, in thankf- 
giving for her happy pafTage from this world to God. The 
marquefs ufed afterward to fay, that from the time that his 
grandmother went to heaven he found his foul animated with 
new ftrength and courage to devote himfelf moft perfectly to 
the divine fervice. God bleffed his marriage with a numerous 
and happy offspring, five boys, and three girls 5 Charles, the 
eldeft, who was duke of Gandia, when Ribadeneira wrote the 
life of our <faint ; Ifabel, John, Alvarez, Johanna, Fernan- 
dez, Dorothy, and Alphonfus. Dorothy died young a poor 
Clare at Gandia : the reft all married, enjoyed different titles 
and pofls of honour, and left families behind them. 

St. Francis was much affected at the death of his intimate 
friend, the famous poet, Garcilas de Vega, who was killed at 
the fiege of a caftie in Provence, in 1537. The death of the 
pious emprefs Ifabel happened two years after, on the firfl of 
May, 1539* whilft the emperour Was holding the ftates of 
Caftile at Toledo with the utmoft pomp and magnificence* 
His majefty was much afflicted for the lofs of fo virtuous a 
confort. The marquefs and marchionefs of Lorn bay were com- 
miifioned by him to attend her corpfe to Granada, where (he 
was to be buried. When the funeral convoy arrived at Gra- 
nada, and the marquefs delivered the corpfe into the hands of 
the magiftrates of that city, they were on both fides to make 
oath that it was the body of the late emprefs* The coffin 
of lead was therefore opened, and her face was uncovered, but 
appeared fo hideous and fo much disfigured that no one knew 
it, and the ftench was fo noifome that every body made what 
hafte he could away. Francis not knowing the face would 
only fwear it was the body of the emprefs, becaufe from the 
care he had taken, he was furc nobody could have changed it 
upon the road. Being exceedingly ftruck at this fpectaele, i*c 
repeated to himfelf. <c What is now become of thofo eyes 
* c once fo fparkling ? Where is now the beauty and grace- 
* c ful air of that countenance, which we fo lately beheld ? 
** Are you, her facrcd majefty, Donna Ifabel ? Are you my 
* 6 emprefs, and my lady, my miflrefs ? 99 The imprdfion 
which this fpc&aclc made on his foul remained ftrong and 
lively during the thirty- three years that he furvived it, to hi* 

(1) See De Lugo in Cecal. 
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laft breath. Returning that evening from the royal chapel to 
his lodgings he locked himfelf up in his chamber and pafled 
the whole night without a wink of fleep. Proftrate on the 
floor, fhedding a torrent of tears, he faid to himfelf: « What 
«< is it, my foul, that I feek in the world ? How long {hall t 
« purfue and grafp at fhadows ? What is fhe already become, who 
« was lately fo beautiful, fo great, fo much revered ? This death 
« which has thus treated the imperial diadem, has already 
« c levelled his bow to ftrike me. Is it not prudent to prevent 
« its ftroke, by dying now to the world, that at my death \ 
" may live to God ?" He earneftly conjured his Divine Re- 
deemer to enlighten his foul, to draw him out of the abyfs of 
his miferies, and to affift him by his all-powerful grace, that 
with his whole heart he might ferve that mafter whom death 
could not rob him of. The next day, after the divine office 
and mafs in the great church, the celebrated and holy preacher, 
John of Avila, made the funeral fermon, in -which with a di- 
vine unction and energy he fet forth the vanity and deceitfulnefs 
of all the fhortlived enjoyments of this world, falfe and empty 
in themfelves, and which entirely vanifh when death cuts the 
thread of our life, and overturns at once all thofe caftles whicH 
our foolifh Imagination has raifed in the air. He then Jpoke 
of the eternal glory or mifery which follows death, and of the 
aftonifhing madnefs of thofe who in this moment of life nes- 
ted!: to fecure what is to them of fuch infinite importance,, 
This difcourfe completed the entire conversion of the manjuefs-j, 
who that afternoon fent for the preacher, laid open to him the 
fituation of his foul, and his defires of bidding adieu to the 
world. The holy dire6tor confirmed him in his rcfolution of 
quitting the court, where a foul is always expofed to many 
fnares, and of entering upon a new courfe of fcrving God with 
the utmoft fervour. Francis determined upon the fpot to for- 
fake the court, and foon after made a vow to embrace a religi- 
ous ftate of life if he fhould furvive his confort. At his return 
to Toledo the emperour made him viceroy of Catalonia, and 
created htm knight and commander of the Order of St. James 
or of the Red Crofs, the mod honourable in Spain. Barce- 
lona was the rcfidence of his government ; and no fooner had he 
taken' pofleflion of his port, but he changed the whole face of 
the province. The highways were cleared of robbers : againft 
their bands the viceroy marched in perfon, ^nd caufed the 
criminals to be rigoroufly executed, having fir ft provided them 
with the bell: ipiritual afliftance to prepare them for their pu~ 
nifhment and death. He carefully watched the judges, obli- 
ging them to adminiftcr juftice impartially, and to difpatch 
lawluits with all reafonable expedition. He fet up in all parts 

of 



r ifo St. FRANCIS BORGIA, C. Oft. i 0 ; 

of the province fchools" and feminaries for youth, and affifted 
debtors and all diftrefled perfons with extraordinary charities. 
The great duties of his charge to which he applied himfelf 
with unwearied diligence, and which made him at once the 
judge, the father, and the protector of a numerous people, 
were no impediments to his exercifes of religion. Four or five 
hours together were devoted by him to mental and vocal prayer 
every morning as foon as he rofe, without any prejudice to pub- 
lick affairs or neglect, of his family. He added to every hour of 
the divine office, which he faid every day, a meditation on a 
ftation of our Saviour's Paffiori, fo as to accompany him every 
day through all its parts from the garden to the fepulchre. He 
performed daily devotions to our Lady, in which he meditated 
on the principal myfteriesand virtues of her life. At the times 
in which he gave audience or applied himfelf to bufinefs, he 
had God always prefent to his mind. When he was obliged 
to affift at publick entertainments or diverfions, his mind was 
ufually fo abforpt in God that if he was afterward afked about 
them, he could give no account of what had pafTed or been 
faid at them. Tears of devotion often gufhed from his eyes 
even in the midrt of bufinefs, and he would fometimes thus 
addrefs himfelf to God : <c Who could ever foften this heart 
" -of mine, which is harder than flint or adamant, but you 
* c alone, O Lord ! You, O God of mercies, who could draw 
cc fountains of water fromarock, and raife up fons of Abraham 
cc out of ftones, could change a ftony heart into one of flefh." 
His auflerities were excefiive. He entirely laid afide fuppers 
that he might employ that time in prayer. Having paffed two 
Jents without taking any other fuftenance than once a day a 
mefs of leeks, or fome pulfe with a piece of bread, and a cup 
of water to drink, he was defirous to faft in that manner a 
whole vear. At the fame time he kept a table fuitable to his 
rank, for the lords who vifitcd him, and the officers that at- 
tended him : dining with his company he cat his leeks or pulfe 
very flow, and converfed facetioully with them that no one 
might obferve him, if poflible, though at table his difcourfe 
generally turned on piety, His watchings, difciplines and 
other auftcrities were very fevere. By this rigorous way of 
living he, who was before very fat, became fo lean that his fer- 
vant found his clothes grown about half a yard too big for him 
within the fpace of a year. He ufed often to fay, " We muffc 
cc make our way towards eternity, never regarding what men 
« think of us or our anions, ftudying only to plcafc God." 
Knowing the obligation of dying perfectly to ourlelvcs, this 
he endeavoured to effect from the beginning of his convcifion 

by humiliations, and a fovcrcign contempt of himfelf. He 
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•had formerly been accuftomed to communicate only once ^ 
fronth. Since he had altered his manner of living, he confefle^ 
}iis fms once every week ; communicated in publick on all grea* 
•feftivals, and privately every Sunday, generally with wonderful 
spiritual confolations and delights. He fometimes confidered 
'the peace* ferenity and folid joy with which divine Jove fills a 
foul whofe affections are difen tangled from earthly things, and 
the inexpreftible pure delights and fweetnefs, which the prefence 
of the Holy Ghoft infufes into hearts which he prepares by 
his grace to receive his communications : and comparing thefe 
wi f h the fooiifh, empty and bafe fat is factions of worldlings, he 
wa* not «b!e to exprefs his aftonifhment ; but cried out : " O 
fcnfual, bafe, miferable and blind life! Is it pofTible that 
<£ men fhould be fuch ftrangers to their own happinefs, fuch 
" enemies to thernfelves, to be fond of thy falfe enjoyments^ 
a and for their fake to deprive themfelves of thofe that are 
Ci pure, permanent and folid ! " This was the life of the de- 
vout viceroy when F. Antony Aroaz, the hrft profeffed Jefuir. 
after the ten that were concerned in the foundation of that 
Order, came to preach at Barcelona. By his means Francis 
became acquainted with this new inftitute, and the character 
of iti holy founder, to whom he wrote to confult him whether 
fo frequent communion as once a week was to be commended 
in perfons engaged in the world. St. Ignatius who was then; 
at Rome, anfwered him, that frequent communion is the befi: 
means to cure the diforders of our fouls, and to raife them to per- 
fect virtue : but advifed him to make choice of a prudent and pi- 
ous director, and to follow his advice. Purfuant to this direction 
Francis continued his weekly communion, employing three days, 
before it in preparatory exercifes, and three days after it in acla 
of thankfgiving. From that time he began frequently to make ufe 
of Jefuits for his diredlors, and to promote the Society of Jefus. 
in Spain, which had been approved by Paul III. two years before* 
During this interval died John duke of Gandia, his father, a 
nobleman of fmgular virtue. When a perfon complained that his. 
alms exceeded his edate, his anfwer was : cc If I had thrown away 
" a larger fum on my pleafures, no one would have found 
ts fault with me. But I had rather incur your cenfure, and. 

deprive rnyfelf of neceiTarics, than that Chrift's members. 
" (hould be left in diftrefs." Francis was much afte&ed at. 
the news of his death, by which the title and honours of duke 
( » Gandia devolved upon him. Shortly after, he obtained of 
Jhe emperour as he palled through Barcelona on his road to 
haly, leave to quit his government : but his majefty infilled 
mat lie fhould repair to court, and accept of the office of mailer 

of the houfhold to the infanta Maria of Portugal, daughter to 
v <>l. IV. M king; 
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king John III. then upon the point of being married to Philip | 
the cmperoui's Ton. But the death of that princefs before the 
intended marriage fet our faint at liberty to follow his own in. 
cli nations to a retired life. He therefore returned to Gandia in 
1543, which town he fortified, that it might not be expofdl 
to rhe plunders of the Moors and pirates from Barbary. He 
built a convent for the Dominicans at Lombay,, repaired the 
hofpital, and founded a college of Jefuits at Gandia. His 
dutchefs Eleanor who concurred with him in all his pious views, f 
fell fick of a lingering di/lemper, during which Francis conti- f 
nued to fall, pray and give large alms for her recovery. One 
day as lie was praying for her, proftrate in his clofet, with great 
earneftnefs, he was on a fudden viiited with an extraordinary 
intcriour li^ht in his foul, and heard as it were a voice faying 
diftinclly within him : cc If thou vvouldtt have the life of the 
<fc dutchefs prolonged, it fhali be granted : but it is not expe- 
* c dient for thee." This he heard fo clearly and evidently that, 
as he a flu red others, he could not doubt either then or after- 
ward but it was a divine admonition. He remained exceed- 
ingly confounded : and penetrated with a m oft fweet and ten- 
der love of God, and burfling into a flood of tears he addrcfled 
himfelf to God as follows : ct O my Lord and my God, leave 
* 6 not this, which is only in thy power, to my will. Who 
cc art Thou but my Creator and fovereign good ? and who am 
* c 1 but a miferable creature f I am bound in all things to con- 
<c form my will to thine. Thou alone knoweft what is beft, 
* c and what is for my good. As I am not my own, butalto- 
<c gethcr thine, fo neither do f defirc that my will be done, 
cc but thine, nor will I have any other will but thine. Do 
* c what thou pleafeft with the life of my wife, that of my 
4C children and my own; and with all tilings thou haft given 
4C me," Thus in all our prayers which we put up to God for 
health, life or any temporal bleffings, we only afk that he 
grant them in mercy, and fo far only as he fees expedient for 
our fpi ritual good. The duke made this oblation of himit'if 
and all things that he poffcilcd with extraordinary fervour and 
jeiignatiun. from that day the dutchefs grew eveiy dav len- 
fibiy much vvorfc, and died on the twenty-feventh of March, 
3546, leaving the duke a widower in the ihuty-lixth year " f 

liis age. Her great piety, and the heroick practices of « 
ChuJHan virtues by which flie prepared herfelf for her pnllajft 
gave him the greatefl comfort under his \oi\\ by an afliircd hojw 
. of her eternal happinefs. A few days after hci deaths l'\ Peter 
jLe Fcvicor Fabcr, Sr. Jgnatius's iirtt aflbciatc in founding his 
Order, came to Gandia. He was then leaving Spain to g° 

into Italy, and was ordered by St, Ignatius to call upon the 

4 ■ duke 
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duke ofGandia in his way. Our faint made aretreat under his 
' .direction according to the fpiritual excrcifes of St. Ignatius, and 
rejoiced exceedingly that he had found in this experienced direc- 
tor fuch a fpiritual matter and guide as he wijfhed. With him 
the faint agreed upon the execution of a defign he had formed 
•of founding a coJiege of Jefuits at Gandia, and F. Le Fevre 
after having faid mafs laid the firft ftone, the duke the fecond, 
and his fons each another* on the fifth of May 1546. In fa- 
vour of this college the duke procured that- Gandia fhould be 
honoured by the pope and emperour with the privileges of an 
univerfity. F. Le Fevre died on the firft of Auguft the fame 
year 1546, foon after his arrival at Rome. After his depar- 
ture from Gandia St. Francis, from the conferences he had 
with him, compoled feveral fmall treatifes of piety, which 
{hew by what exercifes he began to lay the foundation of a frn- 
ritual life. The two firft of thefe books treat of the method 
of acquiring a true knowledge of ourfelves, and ftneere humi- 
lity (i). 

(0) In the fir ft, called An Exer- 
cifc on the Knoiult dgt of Ourfelves, 
heads of confederations on the 
knowledge' of ourfelves are laid 
down for an exercife of 7 days. 
The author prefcribes that on 
each day fome fuitable fentence 
of fcripture be often repeated in 
the mind to renew and imprint 
deeper the fentiments of devo- 
tion and humility. " As .he 
who g<vs to the fire grows 
warm, fo," fays the faint, 
he who by prayer and pious 
affections, applies his heart 
continually to the flame of 
divine love, will feel it kin- 
dled in him. Go then, devout 
foul j ilir up thy affections, 
" and raile them to God : thou 
are invited to that happy em- 
ployment which is the unin- 
terrupted function of the holy 
leraphims, that is, to love 
without inte^nif^ion. ,1 He will 
have every meditation begun by 
the moll: iincere inward confefli- 
0,1 °i' our own infullicicncy as 
tu all manner of good, and an 
canu'll Cupplication for the di- 
Yitte graces. For th«c haada of 
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meditation on Monday, he pro* 
pofes, that we are originally 
nothing : have received from 
God a noble being ; but by fin 
are fallen from our dignity : ho 
ftamped upon us his own image, 
but this we have disfigured : he 
farther defiles to beftovv himfelf 
upon us ; yet we fly from him, 
&c. On Tucfday, he fuggciist- 
our weaknefs and univei fal-po- 
verty. On Wecinefday, how wc 
have abufed and depraved all 
our faculties, blinded our under* 
(landing, depraved our will, &c. 
On Thurfday, how he have dc- 
fded and perverted all our 
fenfes. On Friday, how mi- 
grateful we have been to all 
God's mercies and graces, efpe- 
cially that of our redemption; 
On Saturday, how often wo 
have defer ved to be abandoned 
by God, and plunged into helK 
On Sunday, on uod'a benefits, 
and our bale return. He begins 
every confidcration with what 
God is to us ; then proceeds 
to what wc have been towards 
God, that the twofold know- 
lcdj£c of God and ourlclvesi may 



194 



St. FRANCIS BORGIA, C, Oft. I0 , 

In the mean time the good duke took a refolution to confe- 
crate himfelf to God in lb me religious Order, and having long 
recommended the affair to God, and taken the advice of learn- 



be improved, and keep pace 
with one another. In every me- 
ditation he propofes fome cir- 
cumstance of the Incarnation. 
In the faint's fecond treatife of 
humility, entitled, A Spiritual 
Collyrium* (or Cure for the Eyes) 
he teaches how we are to cure 
the fpiritual blindnefs of pride, 
by learning fincerely to con- 
found and contemn ourfelves 
from the fight or confederation 
of all things under the earth, 
upon the earth, and in the hea- 
vens, that the foul may remain 
always humble, and may al- 
ways pleafe God. If we think 
on hell, we muft remember the 
devil is damned for one fin : we 
have committed many ; yet the 
divine mercy bears us, and we 
are Hill ungrateful. If upon pur- 
gatory, perhaps fome fufter there 
through our fcandalous example 
or neglect, Sec. In the fecond 
part he runs through the ele- 
ments, all conditions of men their 
actions, the powers of the foul, 
&c. mewing how we ought to 
draw confufion from each object 
or circumitance ; as that the 
canh is fruitful, we barren : flow- 
ers are fragrant to us, we full of 
itench in the divine eyes ; water 
feeds the earth and afluages our 
thirft, we give not alms to the 
poor, that is, refufe to give God 
jhis own gifts : fervants obey us 
yet we difobcy God : iniidels arc 
a reproach to us as Tyre and 
don were to the Jews ; the poor 
put us in mind of our hardnefs of 
heart, and of our fpiritual in- ' 
digence, &c, In the third part, 
he fuggelU like motives of con- 
fufion within ourfelves from all 

things in the heavens, the Hare, 
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planets, angels, God* &c. The 
faint addreffed ro his devout 
aunt, who was a Poor Clare at 
Gandia, a tract entitled, The 

Mirrour of the Gbriftiarfs A£liom % 

teaching us to begin all our prin- 
cipal actions by raifing our minds 
to God with acts firft of fincere 
humiliation and confufion; fe- 
condly, of thankfgiving, and 
thirdly, of petition and obla- 
tion : of all which he propofes 
feveral forms or models. Sitting 
down to table, reflect, fays he, 
that you eat His bread to whom 
you have been fo often unfaithful 
and ungrateful : thank him, that 
he has always nouriihed you, even 
when his enemy ; beg that he 
who fed the multitudes in thede- 
fert, feed your foul with his 
grace : offer to him your health, 
life and all you are or do, implo- 
ring his bleffing : and fo in other 
actions. He propofes al fo a me« 
thod of uniting our intention 
and actions with thofe of our 
Redeemer on earth, efpecially 
in his Paflion, A Paraphrafc 
which he wrote on the Canticle 
of the Three Children is a proof 
with what ardour he began to 
excrcife himfelf in acts of divine 
love, thankfgiving, and praife, 
*' If thou art not able, O my 
ct foul, fuflicieiuly to praife the 
M Lord for any one of the leall 
*' among his mercies and fa- 
" vours, " fays he in the begin- 
ning of this work, " how wilt 
** thou be able to glorify and 
(l thank him for all his number- 
"* lefs and infinite benefits," &c. 
Another production of I his faint's 
pen was a difcourfe on Chri/l 
weeping out of tender love and 

companion over Jcrufalcm 
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ed and pious men, deliberating with himfelf whether to prefer 
an active or a contemplative ftate, he made choice of the a£live, 
and determined to embrace the Society of Jefus, then lately 
founded, in which he was much delighted with the zealous 
views of that holy Order, and with that rule by which all pre- 
ferment to ecclefiaftical dignities is cut off. He fent his peti- 
tion for admittance to St. Ignatius at Rome by a fervant. The 
holy founder received his requcft with great joy ; but in his an- 
fwer advifed the duke to defer the execution of his defign till 
he had fettled his children, and finifhed the foundations he 
had begun, advifing him in the mean time to ftudy a regular 
courfe of theology at Gandia, and to take the degree of doctor 
in that faculty. The duke punctually obeyed his diredtions but 
was obliged to aflift, in 1547, at the Cortes or general ftates of 
the three kingdoms, of which that of Aragon was then com- 
pounded, and which were aflembled at Monfon. The recon- 
ciliation of the nobility both among themfelves, and with their 
fovereign, was the important and delicate affair which was to 
be there fettled. The emperour who by former experience 
was well acquainted with the extraordinary integrity and abili- 
ties of the duke of Gandia, had enjoined his fon prince Philip 
who held the Mates, to take care that he fhould be appointed 
Tratador or prelident. By his dexterity and fteady virtue mat- 
ters were fettled to the fatisfadiion of all parties, and the faint 
delivered himfelf this laft time in which he fpoke on the pub- 
lick affairs of ftate, in fuch a manner as to move exceedingly 
all who heard him. In the fame year he made the fir ft vows 
of the Society before private witnefles in the chapel of the col- 

M 3 lege 



xix), that is, over the fpiritual 
mifcries of a foul which is her- 
felf infenfible to them. His pre- 
paration for the holy Eucharift 
contains fhorc heads of devotion 
for three days before, and three 
days after communion ; the firtt 
confilling in earneil defires of 
that divine food, with tears of 
compunction, to clean io perfect- 
ly his foul, and prayer to beg 
Chrilt will Ui (cover to him what 
fpiritual ornamontb are wanting 
to his foul, and will enrich her 
with them all, that Hie may de- 
fcrvc to receive him to her falva- 
tion. The exercifes alter com- 

wuinion are u continuation of 



thanlcfgiving, love, praife and 
fupplications during three days* 
This exeicife he planned for his 
own ufe whillt he communicated 
once a week. Thefe fix trcatifcs 
he compoied in Spanilh vvhilil he 
was duke of Gandia, and re- 
mained in the world. The ge- 
neral abflracl here given of them 
may ferve to (hew by what: 
m c a n s h e e n d c a vo u red to £ r o u n d 
himfelf in the moil perl eel! hu- 
mility, compunction, felf-dcnial 
and practice o( prayer, with the 
frequent and devout ufe of the 
facraments, upon which his ad- 
vancement in ehrillian perfechojj 

mainly depended. 
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lege he had founded at Gandia. For St. Ignatius, knowing |( 
the earnc Chiefs of his defire to complete his intended facrifice°, | 
and confidering by how many ties he was held, which it was 1 
difficult for him to break at once, obtained a brief of the | 
pope, by which he was allowed to fpend four years in the I 
world after he mould have made his firft vows. By them the I 
faint confecrated himfelf with his whole heart as an holucauft | 
to God; and leaving his cattle to his eld eft fon, retired into a | 
private houfe, where he ftudied the Pofitive and ScholafHck I 
theology under the learned doctor Perez whom he invited from | 
Valencia to fettle in his new college at Gandia. The rule of I 
life which he prefcribed himfelf was as follows. He rofe every 1 
rnorning at two o'clock, fpent fix hours in private prayer till I 
eight, then went to confeffion, heard mafs, and received every | 
day the holy communion ; which he did in the great church on | 
Sundays and Holydays ; on other days in his own private | 
chapel or that of the nunnery of St. Clare. At nine o'clock f 
he received his theological JefTon, and fludied till almofl dinner 
time, when he took fome moments to give audience to his 
officers of juftice, and difpatch bufinefs : he dined at twelve 
very temperately 5 after which he fpent an hour in giving ufe- 
ful directions to his children, fervants or others j the afternoons 
he gave to his ftudies, and the evenings to his devotions with- 
out ever taking any fupper or collation. . In his night exami- 
nation lie was remarkably rigorous in calling himfelf to ac- 
count, and punifhing himfelf for the lean: failings that he ap- 
prehended. He married his eldeft fori Charles to Donna Maria 
Centellas, the daughter of Francis Ccntellas, count of OHva,and 
Donna Maria Cardona, daughter to the duke of that name, 
The faint alfo made a provifion for all his other children, took 
the degree of doclor at Gandia, and made his will, which 
was no difficult tafk, as by his prudence and economy he was 
his own executor, and left no obligations undifcharged ; only 
he recommended to his heirs the protection of his three con- 
vents, of the Jefuits, Dominicans and Poor Clares. Having 
finiflied his affairs, though the four years which were granted 
him, were not expired, he fet out for Rome in 15+95 being 
•accompanied by his fecond fon John, thirty fervants and ibmc 
Tci'uits who went from their convent at Gandia to a general 
chapter which was then held at Rome. In going out of the 
town of Gandia he fung thofe two vcrfcs : JVhcn lfrael went out 
of Egypt : and, Our font is efcaped as a bird out of the fnarc of 
the fowler : the fnarc is broken^ and rue arc efcaped. In his jour- 
ney he obferved the fame rule of life which lie had followed 
the three I a ft years, (pending as much time in prayer, and 

going to coafwQfoi), and weaving thu communion every day. 

Notwit' 1 - 
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Notwithflanding his repugnance, he was obliged to fubmit to 
the magnificent receptions he met with at Ferrara, that of the 
duke of Florence, and at Rome, where he arrived on the thirty- 
fir ft of Auguft 1550. He refufed to lodge in the pope's pa- 
lace or any other which he was earneftly prefTed to do, and 
chofe a mean cell in the convent of the Jefuits. St. Ignatius 
waited to receive him at the door, and the duke throwing him- 
felf at his feet begged his bl.emng, and honoured' him lis his 
father and fuperiour. After paying his obeifance to the pope, 
and receiving and returning the vifits of all the great men at 
Rome, he performed his devotions for th^ Jubilee. With a conii- 
derable fum of money which he brought from Spain he built a 
church for the ufe of the Profefled Houfc, and laid the foundation 
of a great college of Jefuits called The Roman College ; but re- 
fufed the title and honour of founder. Pope Gregory XIII. finiih- 
ed it in the moft magnificent and com pleat manner. From Rome 
he fent a gentleman who was a domeflic-k client, to the em- 
perour in. Germany to beg his licence to refign his dutchy to 
his eideft fon. He laments, in his letter to that prince, and 
accufes himfelf that by the fcandalous life he had led in his 
court, he had defer ved hell, and even the lowed- place in hell j 
earneflly thanks the divine mercy for having borne with him 
with infinite goodnefs and patience, he exprefles an humble 
and tender gratitude to the fathers of the Society, who out of 
companion for his foul had admitted him among!! them to 
fpend the remaining part of his life in penance and in the di- 
vine fervice. He promt fes his imperial majelty to pray that 
God who had made him victorious over his enemies, would 
give him the more important victory over his pafiions, and 
himfelf, and enkindle his pure love in his foul, with an ardent 
devotion to the Pafilon of Jefus Chrill, f<> that the crofs fhould 
become his delight and his glory. Tins letter was dated 
at Rome the fifteenth of January, 1551- Upon a rumour 
that pope Julius III. was rcfolvcd to promote our faint to the 
dignity of cardinal, he obtained the leave of St. Ignatius, after 
having ftaid lour months at Rome lo withdraw privately into 
Spain, where he lived fomctiinc concealed in Guipuicoa (a 
miall province in Bifcay) at the c.illle of Loyola, then retired 
to a fmall convent of his Order at ( )gnata, a town about four 
leagues from Loyola In this place the cmpcr- ui's oblioinjv 
anfwer was brought him, in which his majeily cxpteilcd hovV 
much he was edified at the exchange he had made of the 
world for heaven, and how much ho was afi;icl:ed to lofe him; 
but ratified his rcqueft, and premifed 10 take his children under 

hie fpecial protection. The duke having read this letter, re- 

M 4 tired 
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tired into an oratory, and- proftrate on the ground made the moft 
perfect confecration of himfelf to God ; and defiring no other 
riches or pofTeflxon but him alone, and renouncing in his heart 
the whole world, fie earneftly begged the grace perfectly to 
die to himfelf, that God alone or his love might live and 
reign in his foul, and that he might deferve to carry the crofs 
of his Redeemer by the practice of mortification and pover- 
ty. Coming out of his clofet he made a fohmn renunci- 
ation of all his worldly dignities and pofTeflions according to 
the legal forms,, in favour of his eldeff, fon who was abfent; 
then cut his hair, put off his ducal robes, and put on the Je- 
iu it's habit. Xhis being done, he went again into the oratory 
to renew his offering of himfelf to God, and to beg his grace 
that his facrifice might be made entire, and he fung with great 
joy thofe words of the Pfalmift: I am thy Jervant, Xhis palled 
in 1551. After the moft devout preparation he was ordained 
prielt on the firft of Auguft the fame year, and faid his firft 
jnafs in the chapel of Loyola. 

The faint begged of the magiftrates of Ognata a fmali 
hermitage dedicated to St. Mary Magdalen, a mile from the 
town, and with the leave of his fuperiour retired thither with 
certain fathers of the Society, that he might more heartily de- 
vote himfelf to the practices of humility, penance and prayer. 
With great importunity he obtained leave to ferve the cook, fetch 
-water and carry wood : he made the fire and fwept the kitchen; 
and, when he waited at table, he often fell on his knees to beg 
pardon of the fathers and Jay-brothers for having ferved them 
ill; and he frequently killed their feet with extraordinary af- 
fection and humility. He loved and coveted the meaneft em- 
ploys with a ilncere affection of humility, and was delighted 
to carry a wallet on his fhoulders to beg, e/pecially where he 
was not known. He often went through the villages with a 
bell, calling the children to catechifm, and diligently teaching 
them their prayers and the chriftian doctrine, and inftructing 
and preaching to all ranks, efpecially the poor. At the earnelt 
requeft of the viceroy of Navarre, Don Bernard in of Carde- 
nas, duke of Marquede, the faint preached hi that country 
with incredible fruit, and the duke regulated his whole conduct 
and all his affairs by the faint's direction. The emperour and 
pope Julius III. concurred in the defign of adopting St. Fran- 
cis into the college of cardinals. St. Ignatius fell at the feet 
of his Holinefs, begging he would not inflict fuch a wound on 
Jiis Society by which its fences would be broke down, and one 
of its mofl exprefs rules rendered ufde/s. St. Francis had rc- 
Courfc to tears, prayers and extraordinary mortifications to a- 

vci t the danger. When this floau was blown pvcr 3 St, Igna- 
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tius Tent St. Francis an order to preach in other parts of Spain, 
to which he -was invited with great importunity. The fuccrfs 
which every where attended his labours is not to he conceived ; 
and many perfons of the firft quality defired to regulate their 
families and their confeiences entirely by his advice. "After 
doing wonders in Caftile and Andalufia, he teemed to furpafs 
himfelf in Portugal, efpecially at Evora and Lifbon. King 
John TIL had been the warmeff. protector of the Society from 
its infancy. His brother the infant Don Lewis defired to make 
himfelf a Jefuit. But St. Francis and St Ignatius thinking bis 
affiifance neceflary to the king in the ad mi nitration of the 
publick affairs, perfuaded him to fatisfy himfelf with following 
a plan of life which St. Francis drew up for him in the world. 
The moft learned doctors acknowledge that the fpi ritual wii- 
dom of this faint was not learned from the books which they 
were accuftomed to read, but from fecret humble praver, and 
a clofe communication with the Divine Wiidom. St. I en a- 
tius augmenting the provinces of the Society in Spain to the 
number of five, befides the Indies, appointed St. Francis com- 
mifTary general of the Order in Spain, Portugal and the Indies 
in 1554; but obliged him in the practice of particular aufte- 
rities to obey another ; for fuch had always been the fervour of 
our faint in his fevere penitential exercifes that the holy gene- 
ral had found it neceffarv from the beginning; of his converfion 
to mitigate them by ftricTt injun£tions. Amidfr, the nurnberlefs 
conversions of fouls, and the foundations of new houfes, St. 
Francis found time and opportunities for his accuftomed de- 
votions and humiliations in ferving his brethren and the poor 
in hofpitals and prifons. When any one was fallen into any 
fault, he would fay to them: " Through my unworthinefs 
u God has permitted fuch a misfortune to befall you. We 
" will join our endeavours in doing penance. For my part I 
u will fafl or pray or take a difcipline fo and lb: what will 
cc you do ?" On the like occafions fuch was his patience 
and humility, it feemed impoflible for any one to reft ft the 
force of his example and charity. St. Ignatius dying in 1556, 
F. Layncz was chofen fecond general of the Socio y, St. Fran- 
cis being at that time detained in Spain by a fit of the gout. 
The cmperour Charles V. fated with the emptinefs of worldly 
grandeur, and wearied with the diflipation, fatigues and 
weight of government, forfook the world, abdicated the empire 
hy a folemn A<51 which he figncd at Zuythurg inZell, on the 
feventh of September, 1556, and chofe for the place of his re- 
tirement a great monaftery of Hieronymitcs called of St. Julius, 

ia the jnoft agreeable plains of Placcncia, in Spautfli Kltiama- 
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dura, not far from Portugal. Antonio de Vera (2) De Thou(j) 
Surius (4) Sleidan (c) and many other hiftorians give us an 
edifying account of the life he led in this folitude, applying 
himfelf much to pious reading (in which the works of St. Ber- 
nard were his chiefefl delight) to the practices of devotion and 
to frequent meditation on death. That this might make the 
ftronger impretfion on his mind, he caufed his own funeral of- 
fice to be celebrated before he died, and afiifted himfelf at the 
ceremony drefled in black. He worked in his garden, and at 
making clocks, aflifted at all the divine office, communicated 
very often at mafs, and took the difcipline with the monks 
every Friday. As he travelled through Spain to the place of 
his retirement, from Bifcay where he landed, he faw himfelf 
neglected by the prefident of Caftile and others who had the 
greater!: obligations to him 5 and he found the payments flack 
of the fmall penfion which was all he had referved out of fo 
many kingdoms. Hereupon he let drop fome words of com- 
plaint : but defiring to fee F. Francis Borgia, the faint waited 
upon him, and the* emperour was wonderfully comforted by his 
difcourfes. This prince had been prepoflefTed' againft the So- 
ciety, and exprefTed his furprife that F. Francis fhould have 
preferred it to fo many ancient Orders. The faint removed his 
prejudicesj and for the motives which had determined him in 
his choice, he alleged that God had called him to a ftate in 
•which the active and contemplative life .are joined together, 
and in which he was freed from the danger of being raifed to 
dignities, to fTiun which he had fled from the world. He added, 
that if the Society was a new Order, the fervour of thole who 
•were engaged in it, anfwered that objection. After Haying 
three days with the emperour, he took leave, and continued 

his 



(2) Hift. de Charles V. Alfo Bellcgarde, Cant, de Mariana Hid. 
d'Efpagnc, T. 7. (3) Thuanus, Hilt. 1. 21. n. 10. T. i.p. 
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life of Card. Wolfcy, T. 4. App. p. 50. 

vourablc to the catholicks which 
were retrenched in that of i^o, 



{c) Sleidan, in Comm. I. 12. 
This author doled here his hif- 
tory, dying the fame year 1556. 
Charles V. read this elegant and 
methodical work with pleafurc ; 
but with regard to thole tranf- 
aclions in which he had himfelf 
a great fhare, and with which 
lie was well acquainted, ufually 
called this author fits Liar. The 
edition made by the author in 
j 553, contained many things fa- 
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and all others. 
Cont. T. 31. ) 
Hiltory of the four ancient Um- 
pires, De quatuor fammu Impt'rus t 
is an agreeable and valuable per- 
formance. Sleidan turned fim 
Zuinglianill afterward Lutheran, 
both to pleafe the people o\ 
Strall urg, where he fpent the 

latter part of his life. 



1 



Oa.ro. St. FRANCIS BORGIA, C. 201 

his vifitation of the colleges and new foundations creeled m 
favour of his Order in Spain. The Society fuftained a great 
lofs hy the death of John 111. the moll valiant and pious king 
of Portugal, who was carried off by an apoplexy in the year 
3^57. This great and religious prince who had fucceeded his 
father Emmanuel the Great in 1521, during a reign of thirty- 
fix years had laboured with great zeal to propagate the faith in 
Ana and Africa, and had founded many colleges and convents. 
Tne crown devolved upon his grandfon SebaiHan, then only 
three years old, his father the infant John, fon to the late king, 
and his mother Joanna, daughter to Charles V. being both 
dead. His grandmother queen Catharine was regent of the 
kingdom, to whom St. Francis wrote a letter of condolence 
and confoJation, tenderly exhorting her to praife God for all 
his mercies, to be refigned to his holy will, and to have no 
other view than to advance in his grace and love. Afterwards 
the emperour deputed St; Francis to make his compliments 
of condolence to the queen regent, and treat with her about 
certain affairs of great importance. A dangerous pestilential 
fever, and her majefty's great refpect for his perfon detained 
him a confiderable time in Portugal : but before the end of 
the year he went back to the emperour to inform him of the 
reiult of his commiflion. His majefty foon after fent for him 
again, and difcourfed with him on fpiritual things, efpecially 
prayer, works of fatisfadtion and penance, and the making the 
bcft preparation for death. The emperour told St. Francis 
that fince he had been twenty- one years of age he had never 
paffed a day without mental prayer, and he afked among other 
fcruples, whether it was a fin of vanity in him to have com- 
mitted to writing feveral actions of his life, feeing he had done 
it for the fake, not of human applaufe, but of truth, and mere- 
ly btcaufe he had found them mifreprefented in other hi (lor ies 
lie had read. St. Francis left him to go to Valladolid, but 
had not been there many days before news was brought of 
the empcrour's death. That prince, after devoutly confuting 
his fins, and receiving the Viaticum, and the extreme un£tion» 
holding a crucifix in his hands, and repeating the holy name 
of Jefus, expired on the twenty -full of September 1558. St. 
Francis made his funeral panegyiick at Valladolid, infilling on 
his happinefs in having f 01 Taken the world before it forlbuk 
lum, in order to complete his victory over himUlf. 

The true grcatnefs of our iaint appeared not in the honours 
and applaufe which he often received, but in the fin cere hu- 
mility which he took cue conflantiy to nourifh and improve 
in his heart. In thele dilpofitions he looked upon humi- 
liations as his grgatctt gain and honour, inom the time- 
that 
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that he began to give himfelf totally to the divine fervice, he 
learned the infinite importance and difficulty of attaining to per- 
fect humility. Xhe moft profound interiour exercife of that 
virtue was the conftant employment of his foul. At all times 
he ftudied moft perfectly to confound and humble himfelf in the 
divine prefence beneath all creatures, and within himfelf. 
Amidft the greateft honours and refpe£fc that were {hewn him 
at Valladolid, his companion F. Buftamanti took notice, that 
he was not only mortified and afflicted, but more than ordina- 
rily confounded t ; of which he afked the reafon. cc I con- 
* c fidered," faid the faint, cc in my morning meditation, that 
cc hell is my due : and I think that all men, even children, 
" and all dumb creatures ought to cry out to me: Away; 
<c hell is thy place ; or thou art one whofe foul ought to be 
cc in hell." From this reflection he humbled his foul, and 
raifed himfelf to the moft ardent love of God, and tender af- 
fection towards the divine mercy. He one day told the no- 
vices, that in meditating on the aftions of Chrift, he had for 
fix years always placed himfelf in fpirit at the feet of Judas: 
but that confidering that Chrift had wafhed the feet of that 
traitor, he durfl not approach, and from that time looked upon 
himfelf as excluded from all places, and unworthy to hold any 
in the world, and looked upon all other creatures with a degree 
of refpect, and at a diftance. When th.e mules and equipages 
of many cardinals and princes preceded him, to Ihew him ho- 
nour in the entry he made at Rome in 1550, before he had 
laid aftde his titles and rank in the world, he faid : " Nothing 
cc is more juft than that brute beafts fhould be the companions 
cc of one who refembles them." At all commendations or 
applaufe he always fhuddered, calling to mind the dreadful ac- 
count he muft one day give to God, how far he was from the 
Jeaft degree of virtue, and how bafe and execrable hypocrify 
will appear at the laft day. Upon his renouncing the world, 
in his-letters he fubfcribed himfelf, Francis the /inner, calling 
this his only title, till St. Ignatius ordered him to omit it, as a 
Angularity. Jn this interiour fpirit of humility he laid hold of 
every opportunity of practifing extcriour humiliations, as the 
means perfectly to extinguifli all pride in his heart, ,and to 
ground himfelf in the moft finccre contempt of himfelf. He 
prcfled with the utnioft importunity Don Philip, whilft that 
prince was regent of Spain for his father, to extort from him a 
promifc that he would never concur to his being nominated bi- 
ihop, or raifed to any other ececlcfiaftical dignity ; adding, 
that this would be the highett favour he could receive from Kim. 
Others, he faid, could live humble in fpirit amidft honours, 

and in high polb 5 which the cltabliflicd fubortUnation of the 

world 
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world makes necelTary ; but for his part, it was his earned de- 
fire and ambition to leave the world in embracing the ftate of 
a poor religious man. When a gentleman, whom John king 
of Portugal fent to compliment him upon his firft coming to 
Lifbon, ufed the title of his lordfhip, the faint was uneafy, and 
faid, he was indeed tired with his journey, but much more 
with that word. He ufed to fay, that he had reaped this only 
advantage from having been duke, that he was on that account 
admitted into the Society; for he mould otherwife have been 
rejected as unfit and incapable. His greateft delight was to in- 
fttuSt the poor in places where he was unknown, or to perform 
the meaneft offices in the convents where he came. It was his 
ambition at college to teach the loweft clafs of grammar, and 
only dropped that requeft upon being told he was not qualified 
for the tafk. At Evora, when the whole country aflembled 
to receive from him fome inftruction, he threw himfelf on 
his knees, and killed the feet of all the fathers and lay-bro- 
thers : with which act of humility they were more affected ' 
than they could have been by any fermon. At Porto, though 
commifTary of his Order, he took the keys of the gate, and 
ferved as porter. A certain poftulant who was fent thither to 
him from Seville at that time, in order to be admitted to the 
noviciate, found htm at the gate among the poor. St. Francis 
told him there was a great heap of filth near them, which he 
was to carry away, and afked if he would help him. The 
poftulant readily affented, and they cleanfed the place. When 
he had eat fomething very bitter and very ill dreffed on a jour- 
ney, his companion F. Buftamanti afked him how he could eat 
it? His anfwer was: cc It would feem delicious to one who 
" had tafted of the gall with which the damned are tormented 
" in hell." In travelling he generally lay on ftraw, or in 
winter in barns. A nobleman who had been his friend in the 
world, afked him how he could reft, fo ill accommodated, and 
in treated him to accept of better lodgings, and in journeys, to 
fend a meflenger to prepare neceflaries before he arrived. The 
faint replied , " I always fend a faithful meflenger before me 
*'* to do all that." " Who is that ? " faid the other. " It is," 
replied the faint, 64 the confederation of what I deferve for my 
* c fins. Any lodging appears too good for one, whofe dwelling 
c< ought to be in hell." Being once on a journey with F. 
Buftamanti, they lay all night together in a cottage upon 
ftraw, and F. Buftamanti, who was very old, and afthmatical, 
coughed and fpit all night : and thinking that he fpit upon the 
wall, frequently difgorged a great quantity of phlegm on his 
face, which the faint never turned from him. Next morning 

F. Buftamanti, finding what he had done, was in great con* 

fufioiij 
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fufion, and begged his pardon. Francis anfwered : <c You 
* c have no reafon for you could not have found a fouler place, 
46 or fitter to be fpit upon." Trials which are involuntary 
are much more profitable than humiliations of choice, \'n 
which (elf- love eafily infmuates itfelf. Such therefore as pro- 
vidence fent, the faint move, cheerfully embraced, Amongft 
others, whiltl he was employed at Porto in the foundation of 
a conveTnt, he heard that the inquirition had forbid the reading 
of fome of the little tracts, he had wrote whilft he was duke of 
Gandia, upon a groundless fufpicion of errours. Kis filence 
and modefty on that occaiion feemed at firft to embolden his 
adverfaries 5 but thefe works were at lafl cleared of all fufpi- 
cions of errour, and the cenlure taken ofF. Some raifed a cia- 
mour againft him on account of his former intimacy with the 
learned Dominican Bartholomew Caranz*, archbifnop of To- 
ledo, whom, at the inftigation of king Philip 'II. the Inquifuion 
in Sp^in caff, into prifon, upon falfe furmifes ; but that prelate 
was protected by the pope, and at lafl: died at Rone in peace. 
Many (landers were raifed againft the Society in Sf.ain, which 
Melchior Cano, the lea-ned bifhop of the Canaries, author of 
the excellent book, On Thechgical Common-places 9 fufcered him- 
felf.to be too much carried away by. But the pious Lewis of 
Granada and our faint, after fome time, difperfed th\:m. By 
the extraordinary humility of St. Francis we may form fome 
idea how much he excelled in all other virtues. No one could be 
a greater lover of holy poverty than our faint. This he (hewed 
in all his actions. From the day of his profeflion he never in- 
termeddled in money concerns, thinking it his happinefs that he 
was never employed as procurator or difpenfer in any houfe of his 
Order. How fparing he was in (ire, paper, and clothes is al- 
together incredible. One pair of (hoes often lafted him two 
years. The fame caiTock ierved him in journeys, and at home, 
in all feafons \ only in travelling he turned the wrong fide 
out, that it might be kept neater, and lad better. No one 
could ever prevail upon him to ufe boots, or any additional 
clothing, in travelling in (harp or rainy weather ; and he ne- 
ver fcemcd better pleafed than when he came in wet and fa- 
tigued to a place where neither lire nor any refreshment was 
to be had. The marchionefs of Pliego having fent him a pre- 
fent of a pair of warm (lockings, they were laid by his bed lide 
In the night, and his old ones taken away, in hopes he would 
not have perceived the change : but in the morning he was 
not to he fatisfied till the brother had brought him his old 
darned (lockings. The obi eft habit and the nicanelt cell he 
fought. The SpanUh umballadour's litter at Rome once (aid to 

him at table ; " Your. condition, Francis, is wretched, if, 
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" ter exchanging your riches for fo great poverty, you fhould 
" not gain heaven in the end." <c I fhould be miferable in- 
« deed," faid the faint : " but as for the exchange, I have 
« been already a great gainer by it." A perfect fpiric of obe- 
dience made him always refpect exceedingly all his fuperiours : 
the Jeaft intimation of their will he received as if it had been 
a voice from heaven. When letters from St. Ignatius were de- 
livered to him in Spain, he received them on his knees, and 
prayed, before he opened them, that God would give him 
grace punctually to obey whatever orders they contained. 
When he ferved in the kftchen, he would never ftir without the 
leave of the brother who was the cook : and when for a long 
time he was ordered to obey a lay-brother, called Mark, in 
all things that regarded his health and diet, he would neither 
eat nor drink the leaft thing without his direction. He ufed to 
fay, that he hoped the Society would flourifli to the divine ho- 
nour by three things : Firft, the fpirit of prayer, and frequent 
ufe of the facraments. Secondly, by the oppofition of the 
■world, and by perfecutions. Thirdly, by the practice of 
perfect obedience. Penance is the means by which every 
Chriftian hopes to attain to falvation. St. Francis ufually 
called it the high road to heaven ; and fometimes he faid, he 
trembled left he fhould be fummoned before the tribunal of 
Chrift before he had learned to conquer himfelf. For this 
grace he prayed daily with many tears. His hairfhirts and 
difciplines, with the cloths with which he wiped off the blood, 
he kept under lock and key whilft he was viceroy of Cata- 
lonia, and whilft he was general of the Society. Sometimes he 
put gravel in his does when he walked ; and daily, by many 
little artifices, he ftudied to complete the facrifice of his penance, 
and to overcome himfelf. When the cook had one day by 
miftake made his broth with wormwood, which he had ga- 
thered inftead of other herbs, the faint eat it cheerfully without 
faying a word. Being afked how he liked it, he faid : cc I nc- 
cc ver eat any thing fitter for me." When others found out the 
miftake, and the cook in great confufion afked his pardon : 
** May God blefs and reward you," faid he, cc you are the 
" only pcrfon amongft all my brethren that knows what fuits 
cc me bull; " To his daughter the countefs of Lcrma, when 
flic complained of pain in a fit of illnefs, he faid : " God fends 
u pain to thofc that are unwilling to bear it j .ancl refufes it to 
ic thofc who dofire to fuller fomcthingfor the exercifc of patience 
cc and penance." Such dcfircr. in certain fervent penitents arifing 
from a great weal to punifh fin in thcinfulvcs* and iubdue fenfu- 
ality and fclf-lovc, ought to confound our floih and love of foft- 

ttefs and cafe. But it is lawful and expedient with humility 

and 
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and charity to deprecate pain, if it may pleafe God to remove 
or mitigate it : though to bear it, when fent by God, with pa- 
tience and refignation, is a duty and precept : as it alfo is fo far 
to practife mortification, as to endeavour by it to fulfil our 
penance, and gain the victory over ourfelves. St. Francis once 
laid to his fifter, the Poor Clare at Gandia : cc It is our duty 
c ' in a religious ftate to die to ourfelves twenty-four times a 
* c day, that we may be able to fay with the apoftle, / die daik 
* c and be of the number of thofe of whom he favs : Tm an 
<c dead (5)." In ilcknefs he chewed bitter pills, and fwallowed 
the molt naufeous potions flowly ; and being afked the rea- 
fon, he faid : cc This bead (fo he often called his body) muft 
Ci fuffer, to expiate the de light it formerly took in immoderately 
6t flattering its palate. And can I forget that Chrift drank 
* c gall for me on his crofs ! " Much might be faid on this 
faint's lingular prudence, on his candour and fimplicity in ail 
bis words and actions, and on his tender charity and humanity 
towards all men. Though all virtues were eminent in him, 
none appeared more remarkable than h ; s fpirit of prayer. Dead 
to the world and to himfelf, and deeply penetrated with a fenfe 
of his own weaknefs and fpiritual wants on one hand, and of 
the divine goodnefs and love on the other, he raifed his pure 
affections to God with unabated ardour. His prayer even be- 
fore he left the world feemed perpetual. ; but much more fo af- 
terward. A mid ft the greateft hurry of bufinefs he kept him- 
felf in the actual prefence of God, and often in company ap- 
peared quite abforpt in him. Five or fix hours which he dedi- 
cated together to prayer in the morning feemed to him fcarce a 
quarter of an hour, and when he came from that heavenly ex- 
crcife his countenance feemed to fhine with a dazzling light. 
His preparation for mafs often held him fome hour* : and in his 
thank fgiving after offering that adorable facrifice, he fometimes 
fo much forgot himfelf, being tranfportcd in God, that it was 
neceffary to force him from church almoft by violence to din- 
ner. Such were the devotion and modefty which appeared in 
his face, that many, whenever ,they found their fouls fpiri- 
tually dry, were excited to devotion by feeing and converting 
a little, with him. In order to attain the greateft purity of foul 
poflible, he went twice a day to con'feflion, with great com* 
pundlion for the (mailed imperfections in his actions, before 
ma(s, and again in the evening ; a practice not to be advifed 
to thole who arc in danger of doing it negligently, or without 
fufHcient contrition, and endeavours pcrledily to purge their 

hearts. From the heavenly fwectnefs which he tailed in the 

conv 

(5) Col, iii. 3, 
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communication of his foul with God, he ufed to exprefs his 
aftoniftment at, and companion for, the blindnefe of world- . 

who know not the happinefs of a fpiritual life, and de- 
list tbemfelves in the brutal gratifications of fenfe. The news 
el the thdden death of the faint's deareft daughter, Ifabel of 
Aragon, countefs of Lerma, a lady of finguiar piety, and of 
the treated endowments, was brought him whiift he was in 
the ilreets of Vallarfolid, going to court. He Hopped, fhut his 
eves, prayed fecretly for about the fpace of four minutes, and 
then went on. At court he converted with the princefs as 
ultra]. In taking kave he recommended to her prayers the foul 
of her late fervant Ifabel. " What! 99 faid the princefs, " has a 
' father no more feeling for the death of fuch a daughter i 9p 
" Madam,'* he replied, " fhe was only lent me. The Mafter 
has called her hence. Ought I not to thank him for 
having given her me fo long, and for having now called her to 
his glory, as I hope in his mercy?" On the fame occafiora 
he faid to the conftable of Caftile : c< Since the Lord hath called 
" me to his fervice, and hath required of me to give him my* 
i iC heart, I have endeavoured to refign it to him fo entirely^ 
than no creature living or dead fhould ever difturb it." 
F. Laynez, fecond general of the Jefuits, dying in 1565, 

■ St. Francis, notwitbftanding- all the precautions he could take 
;to prevent it, was chofen to fucceed him on the 2d of July. 
♦He made tender exhortations to the fathers whocompofed tha 

• general aflembly of the Society, and killed the feet of every one 
/umongft therri before they departed. His firft care in this new 
charge was to found a houfe for the noviciate in Rome. He 
^promoted the intereft of the Society in all parts of the world 

with fuch fuccefs, that he might be called a fecond founder 5 
ami the zeal with which he propagated the miflions, and in- 
ftru&ed and animated the labourers in planting the gofpel in the 
.moll remote countries of the Eaftern and Weftern hemifphere, 
entitles him to a great fhare in the converfion of thofe countries 

• to the faith. He was not Icfs active in diredYmg his religious 
s 'brethren in Europe, and in animating them with the zealous 

■ fpirit of their inftitute for the reformation of the manners of 
"jChrifliana. Preaching being the principal means inftituted by 
. God for the convcriion of fouls, this holy infl ruder of preachers, 
;i itot content moft earneftMy to recommend this facred 'pa floral 
'<< frnxfiion, laid down excellent rules for duly performing the 

lame (6). In 1566, a peftilence broke out, and made gitaC 
jlliavoek iii Rome ; upon which occafiun St. Francis procured 
I' Vut. IV. N both 



(6) S. Fr. Borgia, 1. cle Rationc Concionandi. 
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both from the pope and magiftrates plentiful alms for the re- 
lief of the poor, and commiflioned the fathers of his Order, two 
and two, to attend the fick in all parts of the city, with immi- 
nent danger of their own lives. In 1570, the year before the 
victory of Lepanto, pope Pius V. fent St. Francis, with his 
nephew the cardinal Alexandrin, oa an embaffy into France 
Spain, and Portugal, to engage the Chriftian princes to lend 
fuccours for the defence of Chriftendom again ft the Mahome- 
tans. The faint had been for fome time in a bad irate of 
health: his infirmities, inclination to retirement, and a deep 
fenfe of the weight of his poft, which he had filled five years, 
put him upon a defign to procure a difcharge from that bur- 
den in 1570 •> but this his brethren would by no means liften 
to. During this legation his diftempers increafed upon him, 
infomuch that when he arrived at Ferrara in his return, the 
duke, who was his coufin, fent him from thence to Rome in 
a litter. During this ftate of his illnefs he would admit no 
vifits but from perfons whole entertainment turned on fpiri- 
tual matters, except phyficians. The fathers of the Society 
begged he would name his fucceftbur, and allow them the 
fatisfaction of taking- his picture ; but he would do neither. 
"When he had loft his fpeech in his agony, a painter was intro- 
duced to his bedfide. The faint perceiving him, expreffetl 
his extreme difpleafure with his dying hands and eyes, and 
turned away his face, fo that nothing could be done. F. (Jon- 
drcn, the pious general of the French Oratorians, and other 
holy men, have from a fincere humility Ihewn a like reluctance, 
•whiift others have been inclined, by charity, to condefcend to 
fuch requefts of friends. St. Francis clofed a holy life by a 
more holy and edifying death, a little before midnight, be- 
tween the laft of September and the fir ft of 0&6ber, in 1572, 
having lived fixty-two years, wanting twenty-eight daysj car- 
dinal liuoncompagno, under the name of Gregory XIII. having 
lately fucceeded St. Pius V. who died on the ift of May the 
fame year. b\ Verjus gives an hiftory of feveral miracles, pre- 
di£tions, and raptures of St. Francis Borgia (7). His body, 
which was buried in the old church of the profciVed houfc, was 
afterward, in 1617, by the care of the cardinal and duke of 
Lcrma, tliu faint's graudfon, fir ft miniflcr of ftate to Philip Ill- 
king of Spain, removed to Madrid, where it is honoured at 
this day in the church of the profeffed houfe of the Jduifo 
St. Francis was beatified by Urban VIII. in 1624, and ca- 
nonized by Clement IX. in 167 c, and his feftival fixed (A 
the loth of October^ by Innocent XL in 1683. 



'flic 



(7) L. 3. &c 
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The acVtve and contemplative life in an ccclefiaftical perfori 
are two individual lifters, which muft always go together, and 
mutually afilft each other. Eveiy paftor owes to God the 
homage of continual praife, and to his people the fuuVages of 
his facrifices and fupplications in their behalf. Flow diligently 
foever he acquits himfelf of his external duties towards thern, 
he fails eflentialiy if he ceafes to recommend earn eft Iy to God 
their pubiick and private fpiritual neceffities, being appointed the 
mediator betwixt them and God. Moreover, recollection and 
aniduous pious meditation are the very foul of an ecclefiaflical 
fpirit. A life of habitual diflipation frrikes not at particular 
duties only, but defhoys the very ctience and the fpirit of this 
{Lite ; difqualifies a perfon for all its functions, and leaves him 
a ftranger to the fpirit of all its facreJ employments and obliga- 
tions. The mofl effential preparation, and the very foul of this 
ftate is a fpirit of prayer ; without this a perfon is no more than 
the fhadow of a paftor, or a body without a foul to animate it, 
and can never deferve the name of a clergyman, or a religious 
lnan. 

On the fame DAY 

St, Paulinus, Archbifhop of York, C. St. Paulinus is cele- 
brated in the Roman rnartyrology and in thofe of our country, as 
the apoftle of the largeft, and ac that time the moll powerful of 
the feven kingdoms of the Engliih Saxons. St. Auftin being in 
want of labourers, St. Gregory the Great, in 601, fent him iVielli- 
tus, Jurtus, Paulinus, and feveral others, together with f acred vef- 
fels, altar-cloths, and other ornaments for churches, veilments for 
prieils, relicks of the apoftles and martyrs, and many books ; de- 
creeing by letters, that when the northern countries Ihould receive 
the faith, York fhould be appointed a mccropolttical fee, in like 
manner with Canterbury. St. Paulinus, upon his arrival, employed 
his labours in Kent with great zeal and piety. Edwin, the power- 
ful king of Northumberland, demanded in marriage Edelburge, 
princefs of Kent ; but was aufwered by her brother king Eadbald, 
" That a Chriflian maid could not lawfully marry an idolater, Ieii: 
" the faith and its myHeries Ihould be profaned by the company of 
41 one who was a ilranner to the worflnp of the true God." Ed- 
win promifed entire liberty and protection with regard 10 her reli- 
gion, and expreneel Inn own iavournble difpofitions to the faire. 
Hereupon the princefs was fent, and no one being judged more 
proper to be her guardian angel, and to undertake th is new harvest 
than Paulinus, he was ordained bilhop by St. Julius, archbifhop of 
Canterbury, on the 25th of July, bzt;, and accompanied the young 
<nieen to her fpoufo. It was a continual airlidion to his heart to 
live in the in id It of a people who were llraugtirs to the true worfliip 
of God, and all his tears, prayer.**, and endeavours to make hiru 
unown and ferved by them were at full unluca isful ; for God was 
plealed to put his conllancy and fidelity lor tome time to the trial. 
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His prayers were at length heard. King Edwin was brought over to 
the faith in a wonderful manner, as has been related in his life; 
but he deiired the concurrence of the chief men of his army and 
kingdom. A great affembly was calied, fuch perhaps as the Saxc-Q 
Chronicles often fpeak of under the name of Witte'va Ge»jot, or 
Council of the Wices, which many moderns call the original of our 
parliament. In this aflembly the Pagan high-prieft hirnfelf con- 
demned loudly the worfnip of idols, and free liberty was given for 
any to embrace the Chriflian faith. The king was baptized by 
St. Paulinus at York on Ealler Sunday, in 627, together with his fon 
Osfrid, whom he had by a former wife, and his niece Hilda, The 
ceremony was performed in a church of wood raifed in hafte. King 
Edwin afterward began one of ftonc, which was finifhed by St Of- 
wald [a). Bede takes notice that churches and fonts not being yet 
built fpacious enough for the crowds that flocked to receive baptiim, 
St. Paulinus, when the king refided amongfl the Deiri, baptized in 
the river Swale, near Cataract, where the king's palace Hood, and 
which was anciently a great city, as appears from Ptolemy and 
others, though it is now only afmall village, called Catarrick, with 
a bridge, a little below Richmond (bj. King Edwin built a church 
at Campodunum, where he had his Yorkfhire country palace. This 
church is commonly faid to be Almonbur>s corruptly called from 
Albanbury, becaufe it was confecrated by St. faulinus in honour of 
St. Alban ; though Gale thinks Campodunum was rather Tanneld, 
near Rippon. This palace being deflroyed by Penda, the fucceffours 
of Edwin built their country palace near Leeds : from the king by 
whom it was built it was called Ofwinthorp-, as Bede teltifies. Ed- 
win's refidence among the Bernicians was at Adgefrin, now Yeverin, 
in Glendale. In that country St. Paulinus baptized the people in 
the river Glen, or Bowent. After the death of St. Edwin, the king 
removed his palace to Maelmin, now Milncld, fays Mr. Smith. 

Our zealous bifhop croiTed the Hnmbsr, and preached the faith 
to the inhabitants ot~ Lindfey in the -kingdom of Mercia, ami bap- 
tized Blccca, the Saxon prince or governour of Lincoln, who is faid 
to have derived his pedigree from Woden no lefs than the chief 
kings who founded the Saxon heptarchy. At Lincoln St. Rnuliinu 
.built a church of Rone, in which, after the death of St. Julius, he 
confecrated St. Honorius archbifliop of Canterbury. Pope lionorhis 
fent a pallium to St. Paulinus as the- northern metropolitan in BrL 



{a) Sec the Hiftory of the 
IVlinilcr or Cathedral of York, 
by Dugdale, with an inventory 
of its rich treaiury, and an ac- 
count of the large cflatcs in Lan- 
xalhire bellowed on it by king 

Athelllan, &c. 

(/>) Some moderns make St. 
.A uili n to have baptized ten thou- 
sand per (bus in this* river, ot. 



Gregory tcftifies, that he bap- 
tized ten thou fa ud pcrfons at our 
fcllival of Chriflmas. But it i» a 
miflakc to jretend that he did 
this in the river Swale in York- 
flurc, whither he fecms nnvcr to 
have conic. Sc. Auflin perhaps 
baptized in the Swale, at the 
mouth of the Med way, fays M v. 
Smith, in JJcd. 1. z. e. i<j. 
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tain ; and in his letter of congratulation with king Edwin upon his 
converiion, he decreed as follows: 4< As to what you defire con- 
<* cerning the ordination of your bifhops, we willingly, agree to it; 
<* and we fend palliums to your metropolitans Honorius and Fau- 
** linus, that wheneverit fhall pleafeGod to call either of them, the 
" other may ordain a fuccelTc-ur for him by virtue of this letter (1)." 
St. Paulinus being afliited by his deacon James, baptized a great 
multitude in the Trent, near Tiouulfingacaefter, which Camden and 
Smith take co have beeu Southwell in Nottinghamftiire. where a 
collegiate church, and other monuments of piety were tcftimonials 
of the grateful devotion of the people, The Eafl-Angles alfo re- 
ceived the faith by the zeal of St. Paulinus and St Edwin. This 
good king being flain in battle in 633, with his fon Osfrid whom he 
had by a former wife, and who had been Cimfrened wich him, Sc. 
Paulinus condudled the queen Ethelburge, with her litrle fon and 
Edwin's grandfon by Osfrid, into Kent by fea. There me founded 
a nunnery at Liming* in which fhe took the veil. She is mentioned 
in the Englilh manyrology on the 10th of September. The two 
royal babes were fent into France, to their coufm, king Dagobert, 
and both dying there in their infancy, were buried in the church, 
either becaufe they died in their innocent age. or becaufe they were 
of royal blood, fays Bede (2) : intimating that not only martyrs and 
innocents, but alfo princes were then fometimes allowed to be bu- 
ried in churches. James, whom our faint left behind, took care 
of the diftreffed church of York, and baptized many, living near 
Cataract, on the Swale, at a village which afterward took his name, 
fays Bede, where he died in a very advanced age. St. Paulinus 
took with him into Kent the rich plate which king Edwin had be- 
llowed on the church,, particularly a large crofs of gold, and a 
golden chalice for the miniftiy of the altar, which, WJih his pall, 
he left at his death in the church of Rhrofi, now Rochcllcr. For 
that fee being then vacant, at the intrcaty of king Eadbahi, the 
arch bi (hop Honorius appoinred Paulinus bifhop thereof, he not be- 
ing permitted to quit his royal charge, or return to York. He 
died happily on the ioth of October, 644; having been bifhop 
nineteen years, fays Bede This Wharton would have corrected 
into eleven years ( 3 ) ; but did not take notice that St Paulinus fan 
frit eight years at York, from 62^ to 63}, and afterward eleven a!: 
Kocheller, from 633 to 644, in all nineteen years and three months. 
\Y hen Gundulf the Norman was bifhop of Rocheilcr, nrchbifliup 
Lanfranc icbuilt the cathedral church of St. Andrew, and cut! inl- 
ine bones of Si. Paulinus to be ta ! en up, placed them in a Huh 
fluine : the fellival of which tr.nflation was kept at Rochelicr mi 
the iclh of January. — Sec Bede Hilt. 1. I. c. 29. 1. .\ c. 1 .) . :.<x 
Thomas Stubbes (a learned Dominican who llouriihed in 1 \6i-) in 
his Attn* Eptfcop. Ehorac. p: (inter 10 shin I. $<i-i;>tot. pub. 'lii.-ii 

by Sir Roger Twifdcn) T. 3. ihitamiia S/wtfn, and the lc.um o 
Mr. Drake's /Jntiquities of York y T\ 2. 

N 3 St- 



(1) Bedel. 2. c. 17 (2) L. 2. c. 20. {3) Bede, L c. t\„ 
Wharton, T. 1. p. 3^9. 
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St. John of Bridlington, C. This eminent contemplative wai 
born near Bridlington, or Burlington, a feaport in York flu re, and 
received from the example and inftrudlions of his pious parents the 
precious inheritance of the mod fervent piety and tender devotion, 
which he diligently improved during the courfe of his ftudics at Ox- 
ford. When he returned from the univeifuy, finding all employ- 
ments diftafteful which took off his mind from God, he took the 
religious habit in the monastery of regular canonsof St. Anftin at 
Burlington. In this folitu.de it was his great ftudy to know himfclf 
and God ; to difcover and to wipe away with tears of compunction 
all the imperfections and ftains of his foul, and to purge his afFec* 
tions from whatever could defile or distort them, that he might of- 
fer to God a continual facrifice of obedience, love, and praife with 
a perfect purity of heart, 'j hus he prepared his foul to let in thofe 
heavenly beams, which arc always Itreaming from God upon minds 
fitted to receive them ; and he advanced daily in the viclory ever 
himfelf, in the experimental know' edge of fpiritual things, and in 
the fervent exercife of charity a- d all interiour virtues. He was 
fucceftively precentor, almoner, and at length prior of his monailery. 
This lail charge he had averted by his tears and importunities the 
fir ft time he was chofen ; but upon a fecond vacation, his brethren, 
who were nfhamed of their former want of refolution, obliged him 
to take up the yoke. It is incredible how plentifully he relieved 
the neccfTuies of all perfons in diftrefs, to whom he looked upon 
every thing as due that by frugality and prudent economy could be 
fpared in the management of his temporal revenue. His patiei ce 
and meeknefs, his con ft ant mortification and penance, and his 
conftant application to the holy exercifes of prayer, fhewed how much 
his whole conduct was regulated by the fpirit of God : and an ex- 
traordinary fpiritual prudence, peace of mind, and meeknefs of 
temper, were rhc amiable fruits of his virtue. When he had been 
Seventeen years prior, he received with great joy the fummons of 
his heavenly fpoufe, and was tranflatcd to eternal blifs on the 10th 
of October, 1379. Many miracles wrought through his intcrcef- 
fion are mentioned by the author of his life, and by Walfingham, 
who teftifies, that by order of the pope, the archbilhop of York, 
a flitted by the bifhops of Durham and Carlifle, performed the cere- 
mony of the tranilation of his rclicks. — See his life in Surius, and 

Btitanjiici Saruhj. 
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THE holy name of God was glorified by the triumph of. 
thefe martyrs in the prefecution of Dioclefian, at Ana- 
zarbus in Cilicia, probably in the year 304, when the edidis 
againfr. the Chriftians were made general, and extended to all 
the laity without exception. Their a£ts are a precious monu- 
ment of ecclefiaftical antiquity. The three fir It parts contain 
the triple examination which the faints underwent at Tar fun, 
MopfuefKa, and Anazarbus, three cities in Cilicia ; and are an 
authentick copy of the proconfular regifter, which certain 
Chriflians purchafed of the publick notaries lor the fum of 
two hundred denarii, upwards of fix pounds fterling. The 
laft part was added by Marcian, Felix, and Veius, three 
Chriilians who were prefent at their martyrdom, and afterwards 
Hole the bodies from the guaids, and interred them, refolving 
to (pend the remainder of their Jives near the place, and after 
their deaths, to be buried in the fume vault with them. 

The three martyrs were joined in the confeOion of the funo 
faith, but differed in their age and countries. Paiachu< v.-** a 
Roman by extraction, though born in Ifauria ; he ha si J i v . d 
in the army, but had procured his difchaiov. (01 K«.r oi In ;;«;; 
compelled to do fomcthing that was contraiy u> :hc •! uty of ~1 
Chrittian : he was at that time fixt\ live vats old. Prnhus, 
a native of Paraphilia, had rcii^ned a cc»nliderahle n.rr-.inr, that 
he might be moie at liberty to ferve Chrili. Audi.Mii. n. ■/ t . .\ 
young nobleman, of one of the principal families oi ih« my --m 
.Uphefus. Being apprehended at Pompuiopolis in Cilicia., rho-/ 

N 4 



! * . ' ***** 



2i4 SS. TAR ACHUS, &c. MM. Oft. u, 

were prefer* ted to Numerian Maximus, governour of the pro- 
vince, upon his arrival in that city, and by his order were con- 
dueled to Tarfus, the metropolis, to wait his return. Maximus 
being arrived there, and feated on his tribunal, Demetrius the 
centurion brought them before him, faying, they were the pcr- 
fons who had been prefented to him at Pompeiopolis, for pro- 
fefling the impious religion of the Chriftians, and difobqying the 
command of the emperours. Maximus addreflc-d himself fir lb 
to Tarachus, obferving that he began with him beCL«»fe he 
was advanced in years, and then afked his name. Ta» chus 
replied : " I am a Chriftian." Maximus : " Speak not 01 thy 
4t impiety, but tell me thy name." Tarachus : cc I am a 
6i Chriftian." Maximus : cc Strike him upon the mouth, and 
<c bid him not anfwer one thing, for another." Tarachus, after 
receiving a buffet on his jaws, faid : £C I tell you my true 
<c name. If you would know that which my pare/its gave 
<c me, it is Tarachus : when I bore arms 1 went by the name 
€; of Viclor." Maximus ; cc What is thy profeffion, and of 
* c what country art thou ? " Tarachus : cc I am of a Roman 
<c family, and was born at Claudiopolis, in Ifauria. I am by 
6C profeffion a foldier, but quitted the fervice upon the account 
* { of my religion." Maximus : * c Thy impiety rendered thee 
* c unworthy to bear arms ; but how clidffc thou procure thy 
6C difcharge? " Tarachus : " I alked it of my captain Public, 
<c and he gave it me." Maximus : cc In confideration of thy 
grey hairs, I will procure thee the favour and friendfhip of 
<c the emperours, if thou wilt obey their orders. Draw near, 
ic and facriftce to the gods, as the emperours themfelves do all 
cc the world over." Tarachus : 6 J They are deceived by the 
* c devil in fo doing." Maximus : cc Break his jaws for fay- 
ec ing the emperours are deceived." Tarachus: c< I repeat it, 
<c as men, they are deluded." Maximus: " Saciifxcc to our 
tc gods, and renounce thy folly." Tarachus : tc I cannot rc- 
tc nounce the law of God." Maximus : tc Is there any law, 
* c wretch, but that which wc obey ? " Tarachus : ct There 
66 is, and you tranfgrefs it by adoring flocks and ftoncs, the 
64 works of men's hands?" Maximus : Ci Strike him on the 
< c face, faying: abandon thy folly." Tarachus : cc What you 
46 call folly is the falvation of my foul, and I will never leave 
" it." Maximus : " But I will make thee leave it, and foice 
tc thee to be wife." Tarachus : " Do with my body what 
* c you pi cafe, ic is entirely in your power." Then Maximus 
faid : 44 Strip him, and beat him with rods." Tarachus, 
when beaten, faid : cc You have now made me truly wife. I 
" am {lengthened by your blows, and my confidence in God 

tft and in Jcfus Chrifl is incrcafed." Maximus; " Wretch, 

" how 
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«*■ how can ft thou deny a plurality of gods, when according to 
" thv own confeflion thou ferveft two gods. Did ft thou not 
tc <nve the name of God to a certain per fori, named Chrift." 
Tarachus : "Right; for this is the Son of the living God; 
44 he is the hope of the Chriflians, and the author of falvation 
tc to fuch as fufler for his fake/' Maximus.' ec Forbear this 
u idle talk; draw near, and facriflce." Tarachus: cc I am 
cc no idle talker ; I am fixty-five years old ; thus have I beep. 
<c brought upland I cannot forfake the truth.'" Demetrius the 
centurion laid : cc Poor man, I pity rhee ; be advifed by me ; 
u facriflce, and fave thyfelf." Tarachus : tc Away, thou 
cc minifter of Satan, and keep thy advice for thy own ufe." 
Maxim us : " Let him be loaded with large chains, and carried 
" back to prifon. Bring forth the next in years. 

Demetrius the centurion faid : fcC Fie is here, my lord. 
Maximus : "What is thy name ? " Probus : cc My chief and 
cc mofi: honourable name is Chiiftian s but the name I go by in 
u the world is Probus." Maximus : c< Of what country art 
" thou,, and of what family - ? " Probus : ct My father was of 
" Thrace : I am a plebeian, born at Sida in Pamphilia, and 
" profefs Chriftianity." Maximus : c< That will do thee no 
u fervice. Be advifed by me, facriflce to the gods, that thou 
may eft be honoured by the emperours, and enjoy my friend- 
fliip/' Probus: cc I want nothing of that kind. Formerly 
<c I was pofTefTed of a confiderable eftate ; but J rulimjuilhed it 
" to ferve the living God, through Jefus Chrift." Maximus: 
" Take off his garments, p;ird him (a), lay him at his full 
" length, and lafh him with ox's finevvs." Demetrius the 
centurion faid to him, whilft they were beating him : " Spare 
cc thyfelf, my friend ; fee how thy blood runs in /{reams on 
tc the ground." Probus : " i>o what you will with my body; 
your torments are fvveet perfumes to me." Maximus : ct Is 
this thy obftinate folly incu ruble ? What canff. thou hope 
for r " Probus : " I am wifer than you are, becaufe 1 do 
not worfhip devils." Maximus : tc Turn him, and ftrike 
" him on the belly." Probus . ct Lord, aflift thy iervant. 
Maximus : cc Afk him, at every tlripe, where is thy helper ? 
Probus: tc He helps me, and will help me ■> for i take fo little 
tc notice of your torments, that I do not obey you.' 5 Maxi- 
mus : "Look, wretch, upon thy mangled body; the ground 
** is covered with thy blood." Probus : cc The more- my body 
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<c fuffers for Jefus Chrift, the more is my foul refreflied,' > 
Maximus: tc Put fetters on his hands and feet, with his legs 
" diftended in the {locks to the fourth hole, and let no body 
* fi come tp drefs his wounds. Bring; the third to the bar." 

Demetrius the centurion faid : tc Here he Itands, my lord." 
Maximus : c< What is thy name ? " Andronicus : " My true 
name is Chriftian, and the name by which I am commonly 
known among men is Andronicus." Maximus : ** What 
fcC is your family ? " Andronicus : " My father is one of 
cc the fir ft rank in Ephefus." Maximus : " Adore the gods, 
* c and obey the emperours, who are our fathers and matters." 
Andronicus : c< The devil is your father whilft you do hi 
* c works/' Maximus : 6 * Youth makes you infolent 5 I have 
" torments ready." Andronicus; ct I am prepared for what- 
C6 ever may happen." Maximus : cc Strip him naked, gird 
cc him, and ftretch him on the rack." Demetrius the centu- 
rion faid to the martyr : " Obey, my friend, before thy body 
C6 is torn, and mangled/' Andronicus: cc It is better for me 
to have my body tormented, than to iofe my foul." Maxi- 
mus : c6 Sacrifice before I put thee to the moll: cruel death." 
Andronicus : tc I have never facrificed to demons from my in- 
6C fancy, and I will not now begin." Athanafius, the Corni- 
cularius, or clerk to the army, faid to him : ** I am old enough 
6C to be thy father, and therefore take the liberty to advife 
cc thee ; obey the governour. 3 ' Andronicus : cc You give me 
cc admirable advice, indeed, to facrifice to devils." Maximus: 
* c Wretch, art thou infenfible to torments ? Thou doft not 
4C yet know what it is to naffer fire and razors. When thou 
<c haft felt them, thou wilt perhaps give over thy,folly." An- 
dronicus: cc This folly is expedient for us who hope in Jefus 
" Chrift. Earthly wifdom leads to eternal death." Maximus: 
c * Tear his limbs with the utnioft violence." Andronicus : 
cc T have done no evil; yet you torment me like a murderer. 
<c 1 contend for that piety which is due to the true God." 
Maximus : " If thou had ft but the leaft fenfe of piety, thou 
* c wouldft adore the gods whom the emperours fo rcligioufly 
<c worfhip*" Andronicus : iC It is not piety, but impiety, to 
tC abandon the true God, and to adore brafs and maible." 
Maximus : <c Execrable villain, are then the emperours guilty 
of impieties? Hoift him again, and gore his fides." An- 
dronicus : " I am in your hands ; do with my body what you 
cc plcafe." Maximus : c< Lay fait upon his wounds, and rub 
" his fides with broken tiles." Andronicus : cc Your torments 
<c have refreshed my body." Maximus : " I will caufe thee 



cc 

cc 



to die gradually." Andronicus : cc Your menaces do not ter- 
rify mc 5 my courage is above all that your malice can invent." 

Maximus: 
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Maximus : <c Put a heavy chain about his neck, and another 
" upon his legs, and keep him in clofe prifon." Thus ended 
the firft examination : the fecond was held at Mopfueftia. 

Flavius Clemens Numerianus Maximus, governour of Gilt— 
cia, fitting on his tribunal, faid to Demetrius the centurion : 
" Bring forth the impious wretcbes who follow the religion of 
(C the Chriftians." Demetrius faid: <c Here they are, my 
" lord." Maximus faid to Tarachus : <c Old age is refpecled 
fcC in many, on account of the good fenfe and prudence that 
« generally attend it : wherefore if you have made a proper 
<c ufe of the time allowed you for reflection, I prefume your 
<c own difcretion has wrought in you a change of fentiments ; 
u as a proof of which, it is required of you that you facrifice 
* c to the gods, which cannot fail of recommending you to the 
" efteem of your fuperiours." Tarachus : ^ I am a Chriftian, 
tc and I wim you and the emperours would leave your blind- 
" nefs, and embrace the truth which leads to life." Maxi- 
mus : tc Break his jaws with a {tone, and bid him leave oft* his 
folly.'' Tarachus : " This folly is true wifdom." Maxi- 
mus : " Now they have loofened all thy teeth, wretch, take 
* c pity on thyfelf, come to the altar, and facrifice to the gods, to 
tc prevent feverer treatment." Tarachus : cc Though you cut 
cc my body into a thoufand pieces, you will not be able to 
{hake my refolution $ becaufe it is Chrift who gives me 
ftrength to ftand my ground." Maximus: <c Wretch, ac- 
curfed by the gods, I will find means to drive out thy folly. 
Bring in a pan of burning coals, and hold thy hands in the 
fire till they are burnt." Tarachus : cc I fear not your tem- 
poral firej which foon palTes ; but I dread eternal flames." 
Maximus : tc See thy hands are well baked; they are confumed 
; by the fire ; is it not time for thee to grow wife ? Sacrifice." 
Tarachus : cc If you have any other torments in {lore for me, 
employ them ; I hope I {hall be able to withftand all your 
<c attacks/' Maximus : <c Hang him by the feet, with his 
cc head over a great fmoke." Tarachus : <c After having 
<c proved an overmatch for your fire, I am not afraid of your 
tc fmoke." Maximus : cc Bring vinegar and fait, and force 
them up his noftrils." Tarachus : cc Your vinegar is fwect 
<c to me, and your fait infipid." Maximus : cc Put muflard 
into the vinegar, and thru ft it up his nofe." Tarachus : 
Your minifters impofe upon you ; they have given me honey 
inflead of muflard." Maximus : <c Enough for the prcfent 5 
I will make it my bufinefs to invent frefh tortures to bring 
thee to thy fenfesj I will not be baffled." Tarachus : 
You will find me prepared for the attack." Maximus : 
" Away with him to the dungeon. Bring in another*" 

Demetrius 
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Demetrius the centurion faid : " My Lord, here is Probus." 
^Maximus : " Well, Probus 5 haft thou confidered the matter, 
64 and art thou difpofed to facrifice to the gods, after the ex- 
iC ample of the emperours." Probus : 4fc I appear here again 
44 with frefli vigour. The torments I have endured have har- 
* c dened my body 5 and my foul is ftrengthened in her courage, 
* 4 and proof againft ali you can inflicl. I have a living God 
4C in heaven : him 1 ferve and adore; and no other. 3 ' Maxi- 
mus : 6C What ! Villain, are not ours living gods i" Probus: 
44 Can ftones and wood, the workmanfhip of a ftatuary 3 be 
* c living gods ? You know not what you do when you facri- 
44 fice to them-" Maximus : 44 What infolence ! At leaft fa- 
44 crifice to the great god Jupiter. 1 will excufe you as to the 
44 reft." Probus : Do not you blufh to call him god who was 
44 guilty of adulteries, incefts and other moft einormous crimes r" 
Maximus : 44 Beat his mouth with a ftone, and bid him not 
fifc blafpheme ." Probus : 44 Why this evil treatment ? I have 
£C fpoken no worfe of Jupiter than they do who ferve him. I 
44 utter no lye : I fpeak the truth, as you yourfelf well know." 
Maximus: 64 Heat bars of iron, and apply them to his feet." 
Probus : " This fire is without heat : at leaft I feel none." Max- 
imus : 44 Hoift him on the rack, and let him be fcourged with 
44 thongs of raw leather till his ftioulders are flayed." Probus: 
« 4 All this does me no harm: invent fomething new, and you 
44 will fee the power of God who is in me and ftrengthens me." 
Maximus : cc Shave his head, and lay burning coals upon it." 
Probus : 44 You have burnt my head and my feet. You fee 
** notwithstanding that I ftill continue God's fervant and dil- 

regard your torments. He will fave me : your gods can 
" only deftroy." Maximus : 44 Doft thou not fee all thofe that 
ci woffhip them {landing about my tribunal honoured by the 
4C gods and the empcrours ? They look upon thee and thy 
4t companions with contempt." Probus : 44 Believe me, unlds 
44 they repent and ferve the living God, they will all perifli,- 
44 becaufc againft the voice of their own confeience they adore 
** idols." Maximus : 4t Beat his face, that he may learn to 
44 fay the gods, and not God." Probus : 4 c You unjuftly deftroy 
44 my mouth, and disfigure my face becaufe I fpeak the truth." 
Maximus: 4C I will alio caufc thy blafphemous tongue to be 
c< plucked out to make thee .comply." Probus : 44 Befidcs the 
44 tongue which Curves me for utterance, I have an internal ami 
46 immortal tongue, which is out of your reach." Maximus: 
46 'Take him to prifon. Let the third come in." 

Demetrius the centurion faid: 4C He is here." Maximus: 
" Your companions, Andronicus, were at firft obftinatc : but 

44 gained nothing thereby but torments and difgraccj and have 

tc been 
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<c been at laft compelled to obey. They {hall receive confi- 
derable recompences. Therefore, to efcape the like tor- 
<c ments, facrifi.ce to the gods, and thou ftialt be honoured 
** accordingly. But if thou refufeft, I fwear by the immortal 
" aods and by the invincible emperours, that thou (halt not 
« efcape out of my hands with thy life. " Andronicus : 
" Why do you endeavour to deceive me with lies ? They 
« have not renounced the true God. And had that been fo, 
6C you mould never find me guilty of fuch an impiety. God, 
4C whom I adore, has clothed me with the arms of faith : and 
" Jefus Chrift, my Saviour, is my ftrength ; fo that I nei- 
" ther fear your power nor that of your matters, nor of your 
" gods. For a trial, caufe all your engines and inilruments to 
" be difplayed before my eyes, and employed on my body.'* 
Maximus : " Bind him to the ftakes, and fcourge him with 
" raw thongs." Andronicus : ** There is nothing new or ex- 
" traordinary in this torment." The clerk, Athanafius, faid : 
et Thy whole body is but one wound from head to foot, and 
cc doft thou count this nothing ? Andronicus : c< They who 
cc love the living God, make very fmall account of all this." 
Maximus : tc Rub his back with fait." Andronicus : cc Give 
ct orders, I pray you, that they do not fpare me, that being 
tc well feafoned I may be in no danger of putrefaction, and 
" may be the better able to withftand your torments." Max- 
imus : cc Turn him, and beat him upon the belly, to open 
cc afrefli his firft wounds." Andronicus : " You faw when I 
cc was brought laft before your tribunal, bow I was perfectly 
" cured of the wounds I received by the firft day's tortures : he 
" that cured me then, can cure me a fecond time. " Maximus 
adclrefling himfelf to the guards of the prifon : 66 Villains and 
cc traitors," faid he, " did I not ftriclly forbid you to fuffer 
cc any one to fee them or drefs their wounds ? Yet fee here ! " 
Pcgafus, the jailor, faid : c * I fwear by your greatnefs that no 
u one has applied any thing whatever to his wounds, or had 
u . admittance to him : and he has been kept in chains in the 
u moft retired part of the prifon on purpofe. If you catch 
cc me in a lye Til forfeit my head." Maximus : <c How cornea 
<c it then that there is nothing to be fcen of his wounds ?" The 
Jailor: cc I fwear by your high birth that 1 know not how 
they have been healed." Andronicus: cc Henfelefs man, 
the phyfician that has healed me is no lefs powerful than he 
4< is tender and charitable. You know him not. He cures, 



CC 



not by the application of medicines, but by his word alone. 
Though he dwells in heaven, he is prefent every where, 
but you know him not." Maximus : u Thy idle prating 

will do tticc no fcrvice : tici iiice, or thou art a loft man." 

Andre- 
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Andronicus : " I do not change my anfwers. I am not a 
* c child to be wheedled or frightened." Maximus : "Do not, 
flatter thyfelf that thou {halt get the better of me." Andro- 
nicus : <c Nor £hall you ever make us yield to your threats." 
Maximus : " My authority fhall not be baffled by thee." An- 
dronicus : * c Nor fhall it ever be faid that the caufe of Jefus 
Chrift is vanquifhed by your authority." Maximus : cc Let 
me have feveral kinds of tortures in readinefs againft my 
<c next fitting. Put this man in prifon loaded with chains, 
cc and let no one be admitted to vifit them in the dungeon." 

The third examination was held at Anazarbus. In k Ta- 
rachus anfwered firft with his ufual conftancy, faying to all 
threats, that a fpeedy death would finifh his victory and com- 
plete his happinefs ; and that long torments would procure him 
the greater reccmpence. When Maximus had caufed htm to 
be bound and ftretched on the rack, he faid : tc I could al- 
cc lege the refcript of Dioclefian, which forbids judges to put 
military men to the rack. But I wave my privilege, left 
you ihould fufpecl: me of cowardice. " Maximus faid; 
4C Thou flattereft thyfelf with the hopes of having thy body 
cc embalmed by Chriftian women, and wrapt up in perfumes 
66 after thou art dead : but I will take care to difpofe of thy 
cc remains." Tarachus replied, " Do what you pleafe with 
* 4 my body, not only whilft it is living, but alfo alter my 
ci death." Maximus ordered his lips, cheeks and whole face 
to be flafhed and cut. Tarachus faid : ct You have disfi- 
tc gured my face : but have added new beauty to my foul. I 
fear not any of your inventions, for I am clothed with the 
ct divine armour." The tyrant ordered fpits (b) to be heated 
and applied red hot to his arm-pits : then his ears to be cut off. 
At which the martyr faid : c< My heart will not be lefs at ten - 
*' tive to the word of God." Maximus faid : cc Tear the 
* c fkin pfF his head : then cover it with burning coals." Tara- 
chus replied : 6C Though you fhould order my whole body to 
be flayed you will not be to able fcparate me from my God." 
Maximus : " Apply the red hot fpits once more to his arm- 
<c pits and fides." Tarachus : " O God of heaven, look down 
" upon me, and be my judge." The govcrnour then fent 

him 

(If) 0/3eX/<r*tf$ in the A£ls. — Thofe made ufe of on this occa- 
0/3eAiVKofirvcrucula,abo/3gAoVveru. fl cm were of the like figure, and 
JLexic. Henderici. — Obelifeus (cx of a fi/,e fuitablc to the purpoc 
©peAofi f ueru % magis nomine qua m rv) of torturing. Fleury calls them 
A great fquare ilone, broad be- /fits, from their form, though 
Death and growing hnaller and of It one. 
imalicr towards the top. Ainfw. 
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him back to prifon to be referved for the publick fliows the 
day following, and called for the next. 

Probus being brought forth;, Maximus again exhorted htm to 
facrihxe j but alter many words ordered him to be bound and 
hung up by the feet : then red hot ipits to be applied to his 
fides and back. Probus faid : cc My body is in your power. 
66 May the Lord of heaven and earth vouchfafe to confider 
* c my patience, and the humility of my heart/' Maximus : 
cc The God whom thou imploreft, haft delivered thee into my 
cc hands." Probus : cc He loves men." Maximus : « Open 
" his mouth and pour in fome of the wine which has been 
cc offered upon the altars, and thruft fome of the fancTified 
cc meat into his mouth." Probus : <c See, O Lord, the vio- 
" lence they ofTer me, and judge my caufe." Maximus : 
cc Now thou feeft that after fuffering a thoufand torments ra- 
cc ther than to facrifice, thou haft neverthelefs pai took of a fa- 
<c crifice." Probus: "You have done no °;reat feat in making 
cc me tafte thefe abominable ofTerings againft my will." Max- 
imus : " No matter : it is, now done : promife now to do it 
cc voluntarily and thou flialt be leleafed." Probus: cc God 
forbid that I fhould yield ; but know that if you fhould 
force into me all the abominable ofTerings of your whole 
" altars, I fhould be no ways defiled : for God fees the violence 
66 which I fuffer." Maximus : <c Heat the fpits again, and 
" burn the calves of his legs with them." Then he faid to 
Probus : ct There is not a found part in thy whole body, and 
" ftill thou periifteft in thy folly. Wretch, what canft thou 
cc hope for ?'* Probus : cc I have abandoned my body over 
6C to you that my foul may remain whole and found." Max- 
imus : c< Make fome fharp nails red hot, and pierce his hands 
cc with them." Probus : cc O my Saviour, I return you mod 
cc hearty thanks that you have been plcafed to make me jfhare 
£c in your own fufferings." Maximus : " The great nuni- 
cc bcr of thy torments make thee more fooliflr. " Probus: 
Would to God your foul was not blind, and in darkneft." 
Maximus : Cf Now thou haft ioft the ufc of all thy members, 
€i thou complaineft of me for not having deprived thee of thy 
<c fight. Prick him in the eyes, but by little and little, till 
cc you have bored out the organs of his fight." Probus : ct Be- 
cc hold 1 am now blind. Thou haft deftroyed the eyes of my 
body; but canft not take away thofe of my foul." Maxi- 
mus : tc Thou continued ftill to argue, hut thou art condemned 
<c to eternal darknefs." Probus : tc Did you know the dark- 
cc nefs in which your foul is plunged, you would lee yourfelf 
6C much more rnifcrable than 1 am." Maximus : 4t Thou haft 

4t 110 more ule of thy body than a dead man 5 vet thou talkeft 

« ftill.'* 
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" ftill." Probus : cc So long as any vital heat continues to ani- 
*' mate the remains which you have left me of this body, I . 
cc will never ceafe to fpeak of my God;, to praife and to thank ■ 
cc him." Maximus , cc What ! doft thou hope to furvivc 
cc thefe torments ? Canft thou flatter thyfelf that I fball allow 
6C thee one moment's refpite?" Prohus : cc I expe£t nothing 
<c from you but a cruel death ; and I afk of God only the 
c< grace to perfevere in the confeflion of his holy name to the 
cc end." Maximus : " I will leave thee to languifh, as fuch 
ec an impious wretch deferves " Maximus : cc Take him hence. 
ct Let the prifoners be clofely guarded that none of their 
« frit** ds who would congratulate with them, may find accefe. 
<e ' I defign them for the mows. Let Andronicus be brought 
4C in. rie is the moil refoluteof the three." 

The anfwers and behaviour of the martyrs were ufually very 
refpecTtful towards their impious judges and the moft unjuft ty- 
rants : and this is a duty, and the fpirit of the gofpel. Never- 
thelefs, by an extraordinary impulfe of the Holy Ghoft, fame 
on certain occaftons have deviated from this rule. St. Paul 
called his judge a whited zua// y and threatened him with the 
anger of God (3). In the fame manner fome martyrs have re- 
proached their judges, of whom Sr. Auftin fays (4) : « They 
4C were patient in torments, faithful in their confeflion, conftant 
cc lovers of truth in all their words. But they caft certain ar- 
" rows of God againft the impious, and provoked them to an- 
6C ger ; but they wounded many to falvation." In the an- 
fwers of St. Andronicus we find many harfh exprefTions, inju- 
rious to the minifters of juftice, which we rnuft regard asjuft 
reproaches of their impiety, and darts employed by God to 
fling and awake them. The governour prcfled Andronicus a- 
gain to comply, adding that his two companions had at length 
sacrificed to the gods, and to the empcrours tbemfelves. The 
martyr replied : tc This is truly the part of an adorer of the god 
4C of lyes : and by this impoflure I know that the men arc 
* 6 like the gods whom they ferve. May God judge you, O 
c * worker of iniquity." Maximus ordered rolls of paper to be 
made, and fet on file upon the belly of the martyr; then bod- 
kins to be heated, and laid red hot betwixt his fingers. Find- 
ing him ftill unmaken he /aid to him : cc Do not expeel to die 
6 < at once- I will keep thee alive till the time of the fhows, 
* c that thou may ft behold thy limbs devoured one after another 
* c by cruel hearts. " Andronicus anfwered : 6C You are more 
** inhuman than the tigers, and more infatiablc with blood than 

" the 



(3) Att. xxiii, 3. 



(4) In Pf. 39. n. 16, p. 23. 
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« the moff. barbarous murderers. Open his mouthy and put 
£C fome of the fanclified meat into it, and pour fome of the 
" wine into it which hath been offered to the gods." Andro- 
nicus: Behold* O Lord, the violence which is offered me.' 5 
Maximus : " What wilt thou do now ? Thou haft tailed of 
" the offerings taken from the altar* Thou art now initiated 
" in the myfteries of the gods." Andronicus : ^ Know, ty- 
" rant, that the foul is not defiled when fhe fulfers involun- 
cc tarily what Ihe condemns. God who fees the fecrets of 
cc hearts, knows that mine has not con fen ted to this abomina- 
6C tion." Maximus : " How long will this phrenzy delude thy 
" imagination ? It will not deliver thee out of my hands " An- 
dronicus : " Ood will deliver me when he pleafes." Maximus * 
" This is a frefh extravagance : I will caufe that tongue of thine 
" to be cut out to put an end to thy prating." Andronicus : 
" I afk it as a favour that thofe lips and tongue with which. 
<€ you imagine I have concurred in partaking of the meats and 
<c wine offered to idols may be cut off." Maximus : « Pluck 
" out his teeth, and cut out his blafphemous tongue to the 
" very root; burn them, and then fcatter the aihes in the air* 
* c that none of his impious companions or of the women may 
cc be able to gather them up to keep as fomething precious or; 
" holy (b). Let him be carried to his dungeon to ferve for 
" food to the wild beafts in the amphitheatre." 

The trial of the three martyrs being thus concluded, Max* 
imus ferrt for Terentianus, the Chiliarch or pontiff, and firfl 
roagiftrate of the community in Cilicia, who had the care of 
the publick games and fpe&acles, and gave him orders to ex- 
hibit a publick Ihow the next day. In the morning a prodi- 
gious multitude of people flocked to the amphitheatre which 
was a mile diftant from the town of Annzarbus- The gover- 
iiour came thither about noon. Many gladiators and others 
were flain in the combats of the gladiators and by the beafts^ 
and their bodies were devoured by them, or lay flaughtered on 
the ground. We, fay the authors of the afls, came, but flood 
on an adjoining mountain behind, looking over the wall's of the 
amphitheatre, waiting the ifluc in great fear and alarms. The 
govern our at length fent fome of his guards to bring the Chrif- 
tiam whom he had fentenced to the beafts. The martyrs were 
in fo piteous a condition by their torments that far from being 
able to walk;, they could not fo much as ftir their mangled 

Vol. IV. O bodies,* 

M Dt/rfrs fj us et Unguttm hiafyhemam to//. : /e 9 et cowburitt^ et ubiqui 
fh'i'jtCy itt nemo tie ionjertibus tjus impys* aut cle mtdierculh alt qua col* 
u i (, t tif jrvvft quajt prct\"jum a liquid «ut fiw&um sjlimet. p. 4 4 .4 -» 



124- SS. TARACHUS, &c.MM: Oa. i,. 

* 

bodies. But they were carried on the backs of porters, and 
thrown down in the pit of the amphitheatre below the feat of 
the governour. We advanced, fay the authors, as near as 
we could on an eminence, behind, and concealed ourfelves by 
piling {tones before us as high as our breafls that we might not 
be known or obferved. The fight of our brethren in fo difmal 
a condition made us fhed abundance of tears: even many of 
the infidel fpeclators could not contain theirs. For no fooner 
were the martyrs laid down, but an almoft univerfal deep fi. 
lence followed at the fight of fuch difmal objects, and the peo- 
ple began openly to murmur againft the governour for his bar- 
barous cruelty. Many even left the fhows, and returned to the 
city : which provoked the governour, and he ordered more foldiers 
to guard all the avenues to flop any from departing, and to take 
notice of all who attempted it that they might be afterward 
called to their tryal by him. At the fame time he commanded a 
great number of bealts to be let loofe out of their dens into the 
pit. Thefe fierce creatures rufhed out, but all flopped near the 
doors of their lodges, and would not- advance to hurt the mar- 
tyrs. Maximus in a fury called for the keepers, and cauled 
one hundred ftrokes with cudgels to be given them, making 
them refponftble for the tamenefs of their lions and tigers, be- 
caufe they were lefs cruel than hirnfelf. He threatened even to 
crucify them unlefs they let out the moft ravenous of their 
beads. They turned out a great bear which that very day had 
killed three men. He walked up {lowly towards the martyrs, 
and began to lick the wounds of Andronicus. That martyc 
leaned his head on the bear, and endeavoured to provoke him, 
but in vain. Maximus pofleffcd hirnfelf no longer, but ordered 
the bcaft to be immediately killed. The bear received the 
ftrokes » and fell quietly before the feet of Andronicus (5). 
TVrentianus feeing the rage of the governour, and trembling for 
himfclf, immediately ordered a moft furious lionefs to be let 
our. A r the fight of her all the fpeelators turned pale, and 
her teirible roarings made the braveft men tremble in their 
fare faus. Yet when flic came up to the faints who lay ftretclicd 
on the (and, ihc laid her I elf down at the feet of St. Tarachus, 
an J licked them, quite forgetting her natural ferocity. Maxi- 
mus foaming with rage commanded her to be pricked with 
gnad.i. She then arofe and raged about in a furious manner, 
roaring terribly, and affrighting all the fpectators ; who feeing 
that ihe had broke down part of the door of her lodge a which 
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the governour bad ordered to be {hut, cried out earneftly that 
(he might be. again driven into her lodge. The governour 
therefore called for the Coxife&ors or Gladiators to diipatch the 
martyrs with their fwords ; which they did. Maximus com- 
manded the bodies to be intermixt wich thofe of the gladiators 
who had been llain, and alfo to be guarded that night by fix 
foldiers left the Chriftians fhould carry them off. The nighc 
was very dark, and a violent ftorm of thunder and rain <iif- 
perfed the guards. The faithful diftinguifhed the three bo- 
dies by a miraculous ftar or ray of light which It reamed on 
each of them. They carried off the precious treafures on their 
backs, and hid them in a hollow cave in jhe neighbouring 
mountains,, where the governour was notable by any fearch 
he could make to find them. He feverely chaftifed the guards 
who had abandoned their {ration. Three fervent Chriftians, 
Marcian, Felix and Verus, retired into this cave of the rock* 
being refolved to fpend there all the remainder of their lives. 
The governour left Anazarbus three days after. The Chrif- 
tians of that city fent this relation to the church of Iconium, 
defiring it might be communicated to the faithful of Piiiuia and 
Pamphylia, for their edification. The three martyrs finifhed 
their glorious courfe on the eleventh of October, on which day 
their names occur in the Roman and other martyrologies. 

Theheroifm of the martyrs con fills not only in the conftan- 
cy and invincible courage with which they chofe to fufter, ra- 
ther than to lin asainft God, all the torments which the moll 
inhuman tyrants were able to invent and inflidc upon them one 
after another, but alfo in the patience, charity, mccknefs and 
humility, with which they were animated under their fuffe rings. 
In our daily and hourly trials we have continual opportunities of 
cxerciling thefe virtues. If we fail even in final I things, and 
mew ourfelves Grangers to the Chriilian fpirit, can we ailume, 
without blulhing at ourfelves, the facrcd name of difciples of 
Chritt ? 

On the fame Day 

St. Gummar, called by the French, Comer, C. This faint 
was a native of Emblehem, a village three miles from Lire or Licr 
in Brabant- His parents were very rich, and related to king Pe- 
pin, and cook care he fhould be infl.ruc.tcd in the maxims or" our 
Iioly religion, and in the practice of piety, though he had not the 
advantage oi' a literary education. He was from his cradle meek, 
ivfFable, exceeding companionate, religious and devout. Pepin, 
then mayor of the palace, and loon after kim»; of France, called 
luui to Ins court The faint prcfcived there his innocence: iroina 
Ipirit of religion he was punctual and faithlul in every duty ot hii 
Uation^ and an enemy to vanity, ambition, and dJfiniulatioii (whic'i 
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is almoft the foul of a court life) alfo to pleafure, luxury and paf« 
fion : he was rigorous in his fads and other mortifications, exaft 
and fervent in all his exercifes of devotion, and moft beneficent 
and liberal in works of mercy. It was his ftudy as much as poflible 
never to giye the Jeaft trouble or dp the lead prejudice to anyone, 
and to ferve, and do gopd, as rriuch as lay in hjs power to all 
men. Pepin though tainted with ambition, was a lover of up- 
rightnefs and virtue ; and being acquainted with the probity and piety 
of Gummar, raifed him to the higheft polls in his' court. After 
fome time, this king propofed a match between him and a lady of 
great birth and fortune named Gvvinmary, in Latin, Grimnaria. 
Both parties acquiefced, and the marriage was folemnized. As 
God does every thing for his eleft, and the government of the 
univerfe is fubordinate to the predeftination of his faints, fo this 
affair, which feemed unhappy in the eyes of the world, was directed 
by him to perfect the virtue of his fervant, and exalt him to the 
glory of the faints. Gvvinmary was moll extravagant and per- 
verse in her humour ; haughty, whimfical and altogether ungo- 
vernable. Gummar's whole life became from that time a train of 
continual trials, which were fo much the marper as the perfon from 
whom he fufFered them was the nearer and dearer to him. We are 
prepared for evil treatment from Grangers or enemies, we are ant- 
mited by it, and we eailly conquer burfelves fo far as to triumph 
in it. But when bofom friends, from whom we have reafon to 
expect our greateft comfort and fupport, feem to have no other fa- 
tisfadtion but continually to wound and perfecute us : this is one 
of the fev^ett of trials, vender which it is hard for the firmed mind 
to maintain its grqund without fpmetimes failing in fome of the 
ducies pf charity, patience and meeknefs. This was the heroick 
virtue which Gummar praclifed for feveral years, fecking all his 
comfort and ftrengch in God by cotiftant exercifes of penance and 
devoc'.on, and endeavouring by all means which Chriftian prudence 
and charity could fuggjeft, to infpire his wife with fentiments agree- 
able to reafon and religion. Being called upon by king Pepin to 
attend him in his wars firtt in Lombardy, afterward in Saxony, and 
IalHy in Aquitnin, he was abfent eight years. Returning home he 
found that his wife had thrown all things into the utmoll diforder and 
confufion, and that fcarcc any one among his fervants, vaflals or te- 
nants had efcaped her unjuft opprcftions. Gummar made to every one 
of tlicm full rclUtution and fatisfa&ion ; and that he might have a place 
of quiet and retirement in order to attend his private devotions built 
the chapel called Nivefdone. Gvvinmary was at length fo far over- 
come by his heroick patience and virtue, as to be afhamcd of her 
palt conduct, and to feem penitent. This change however was only 
cxterioivr ; and her furiom paflions which were only fmothered for a 
time, not healed, broke on- again with greater rage than ever. 
Gummar Audied to reclaim her: but at length obtained her con- 
fen t: to embrace a retired penitential life in order to prepare him- 
i'clf for his paifage to eternity. Having built himfelf a cell by h' s 
chapel near his own houfe, he gave himfelf up to holy contempla- 
tion and to the moil perfect practices of penance and mortification. 

in 
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In the mean time he took all poflible care of. his wife and family, 
being ibiicitous in the firfi: place to bring them over to virtuous 
courier Herein he fo far fucceeded by perfeverance chat his wife 
became a remarkable penitent. In this manner he ferved God nine 
years, and went to receive the recompence of his patience and cha- 
rity in 774- This village of which he was lord, was then called 
Nivefdone, afterward JLedo, and now Lire : from the dev* tion of 
the people to this faint it became a confiderable town. 1 he faint's 
relicks were preferved for fevefalages in the abovementioned chapel 
which he had built, and were vifited by the bifhop' , s order in 1309, 
and T4o6. The faint's fhririe was plundered by the Calviniib; but 
the relicks were faved by catholicks, and are kept in the collegiate 
church at Lire. He is honoured in Brabant with lingular veneration. 
—See his life in Surius, Miriius and Gramaye, Ant:qu* Jvrwrp. c. K. 

St. Ethelburge, or Edilburge, V. Abbefs. This fain was 
an Englifh Saxon princefs, filter to St Erconvvald, bifhop of Lon- 
don. To the end that ihe might live entirely to herlelf.and God, 
fhe in her youth renounced the world, and neither riches nor the 
tempting fplendour of a court could lhake her r; folution 5 for the 
world lofes all its influence upon a mind which is wholly taken up 
with the great truths of faith and eternal fa/vation. A Icul which 
is truly penetrated with them, liftens to no consideration in the 
choice of a Hate of life but to what virtue and piety fufjgeit, and 
being fupported by thole noble principles which leligion infpirts, 
whether Oie is placed in the world or in a religious ltate, v\ hether 
in opulence or poverty, arnidft honours or in contempt, equally car- 
ries all her deiires to their proper mark, and itudies with conUancy 
and perfeverance to acquit herfelf of every duty of her ftatc, and 
to ad up to the dignity of her heavenly vocation. This makes 
faints who live in the world the bell: princes, the belt fubjects, the 
belt parents, the belt neighbours, the molt dutiiul children, and 
the moil diligent and faithful tradefmcn or fervants. The fame 
principle renders them in a cloiitcr the molt humble, the moil 
obedient, the molt devout, and the molt fervent and exact in 
every point of monaltick discipline. St. Erconwald confide] ed 
only the perfection of his filter's virtue, not flelh and blo< d, 
when he appointed her abbefs of the great nunnery which lie 
hid founded at Barking in Eilex. Ethelburge by her example and 
fpiric fweetly led on all die chalte fpoufes of Chrift in that nu- 
merous houfc in the paths of true virtue and chrillian perfection* 
Mow entirely they were dead both to the world and them i elves, 
and how perfectly divine charity reigned in .their fouls, appeared 
by the ardour with which they unanimoully figlied after the di Ab- 
lution of their earthly tabernacle, defiring to be clothed with im- 
mortality ; in the mean time exerting continually their whole ilrength 
and all their affections that they might not be found naked when 
( thry ftiould appear before God. When a raging peililence fwept 
<>ti a great part of this community in 664, all rejoiced in their la It 
moments, and thought even every day and every hour long before 
uu:y went to the poilefhon of their God, to love and praifc whom 

With all thciv powers, and without interruption for eternity was the 
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pave arid vehement defire with which they were inflamed : and the 
living envied the dying- The comfort of thofe that furvivedwu 
in the divine will, and in knowing their retardment could be Lt 
for a momenr, that they might labour perfectly to purify th-.-.r 
hearts, before tne ? ' were united ro their friends the faints, and iwu. 
lowed up in a glorious immortality, St. Ethelburge furvived :hii 
mortality for the fuppcrt and comfort of the reft. Having fen; b.- 
fore her fo many faint? to heaven, fhe met her own death with .1 
great ffirit (1) and her glory was manifefted by miraculous vifions. 
See Bede, 1.4.0.6,7, 8, 9, 10 

St. Canicus or Kenny, Abbot in Ireland. The Jri(h Annals 
fix the b'rth of this illuftrious faint in s?-7, and his death in 59^. 
In his youth he ftudied fome time in Wales under a celebrated and 
holy abbot named Docus, and afterwards in Ireland under St. I-j. 
nian, to whofe famous fchool in his monaftery of Cluain-lrraird, 
the lovers of true wifdom repaired from all fides. The zeal and 
labours of St Kenny, in propagating the practice of chrillian perfec- 
tion throughout Ireland, have ranked him among the rnoft glorious 
faints whofe virtue has been the greateft ornament of th.it iflaml, 
Sr. Kenny was intimately connected by holy friend (hip with St. Co- 
lumkille, whom he fometimcs vifited in the ifle of Hij . He founded 
himfelf the great rnonailery of Achad-bho (or lbs Ox's E eld \ \vh:cii 
grew up into a town, and was formerly the feat of the bifhonaot 
Ofibry, who now refide at Kilkenny, a c : ty which takes its n::wc 
irom this faint, that word fignifying Cell or Church of Kenny. ~ 
See Ulher, Antiqu. Britan. p. 493, 495, &c. Adamnan, Vit. 5, 

Coiumb. 1. i. c 4. I.3. c. 17. bir James Ware, Antiqu. Hilar.. 

(i) Ecclus xlviii. 24, 
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St. WILFRID, Bifhop of York, C. 

From his life wrote by Ecldi Stephanie precentor of the church cf 
Canterbury , in the fame age, prior to Bcde y ap. Ma bill. Att. 
Ben. T. 3. p. 170. T. 5. p. 676. Bcde Hi ft. /. 3. c. 25. 
&c. Mjo ' Frcdegodus, by order if St. Odo of Canterbury , and 
Ettd?ner 9 fecrctary to St. Anfehn* wrote his life. Among the 
modems? Mr. Peck has compiled his life at large in his hiftory of 
Stamford^ /. 2. See alfo Johnfoiis Collection of Englijh Canons > 
and Mr. Smith 9 s S/pp. in Bedanu n. 18, 19. 

A. D. 709. . 



QT. Wilfrid, to whofe zealous labours feveral churches 
iS2 both in our ifland and abroad were indebted for their con- 
vorfion to Chrifl, was born in the kingdom of Northumber- 
land towards the vear 634. At fourteen years of age he was 
fent to the monaftery of Lindisfarne that he might be trained 
up in the ftudy of the facred fciences, in which he difcovered 
an application, penetration and maturity of judgment beyond 
his years- A defire of greater improvement than he could at- 
tain to in that houfe, where he perceived the difcipline that 
was pratSlifcd to be imperfect, put him upon a project of tra- 
velling into France and Italy. He made feme flay at Canter- 
bury, where he {ludied the Roman difcipline, and learned the 
pf.tl ter according to the Roman verfion infiead of that of St.Je- 
10m which he had ufed before. In 653, according to Mr.Smith, 
St. Bennet Bifcop, his countryman, patted through Kent on 
his fir ft journey to Rome ; and St. Wilfrid who had' fet out 
with the fame defign, eroded the feas with him, but with an 
intention to vifit the moft famous monafterics in his way, the 
better to inftrucl: himfclf in the rules of Chriftian perfedlion. 
At Lyons they were detained a whole year by St. Delphinus, 
Unnamed Annemund, archbifliop of that city, who conceived 
lb great an aflcduon for Wilfrid that he ofl'ered him his niece in 
marriage, and promifed to procure him a confiderablc employ- 
ment : hut the faint continued fledfaft in the rcfolution he had 
tukcu to devote himfelf to God, and proceeded on his journey 
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the year following. At Rome he devoutly vifited every day the 
tombs of the martyrs, and .contracted a friend (hip with Boni- 
face the archdeacon, who was a very pious, and a very learned 
man : he was fecretary to the holy pope St. Martin, and took 
as much delight- in inftrudUng young Wilfrid as if he had been 
his own child. He carefully explained to him the four gofpels, 
and the right calculation of Eafier againft the erroneous prao 
of the Britons and Irifh ; lil^ewife the other rules of ec- 



clefiaftical difcipline. At length he prefented him to the pope 
who uave him his. b3 effing by the impofition of his hands, and 
prayer. After this Wilfrid left Rome, from whence he brought 
rel.-cks, and returned to L r yons to the archbifhop, whom he re- 
verenced as his father. He (laid three years at Lyons, and 
received the eccleuaftical tonfure from St. Del phi mis who de- 
fired to make him his heir; but was put to death at Challons 
upon the Saone., by the order of Ebroin, in 658. He is ho- 
noured at Lyons as a martyr on the twenty -ninth of Septem- 
ber, being commonly called St, Chau.mont. Wilfrid acccom- 
panied him to the place of execution, and would have been 
glad Co have died for him or with him. After he had interred 
his fpirhual father, he returned into England loaded with re- 
licks. 

Alcfrid, natural fon of Ofwi, who at that time reigned over 
the Deiri (his father contenting himfelf with Bernicia) being 
informed that Wilfrid had been inftrufifced in the difcipline of 
the Roman church, font for him, and received him as an an- 
£el from heaven. After he had difcourfed with him concern- 
ing feveral cufloms of that church, he conjured him to con- 
tinue with him, to in(h uct him and his people in eccleliaftical 
difcipline. This St. Wilfrid confented to, and the prince en- 
tered into an intimate fncndfhip with him, and gave him land 
at Rippon to found a monaftery upon, which our faint go- 
verned and richly endowed. A (lifted by the munificence of 
the king he diltributcd very confulerable fums in alms 
exceedingly beloved and- rcfpe&ed on account of his virtues, 
and was even looked upon as a prophet. Agilbert, bifhop of 
i he Weft-Saxons, coming to pay a vifit to king Ofwi and his 
ion, Alcfrid intreated him to ordain Wilfrid prieft, that he 
might remain always near his pcrfon. Agilbert faid that a 
peiion of (ue.1) merit ought to be promoted to a bilhoprick; 
£\nd oidaincd him pried in 663, in the monaftery of Rippon. 
The Northumbrians had relapled into idolatry after the Heath 
of king Edwin j but Si. Ofwald obtained Sr. A Ulan of the 
Scots for bifhop, and planted the faith again in that kingdom. 
!>t. Aulan rcfided, not at York, as St. PauHmis had done, hut at 

'Litidisfaine, iMivm and dolman* Scotifh monks, fuccccded 
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him, and had all the kingdom of Northumberland for their dio- 
cefs.Thefe Scots followed an erroneous calculation of Eafter; and 
king Ofwi who had been inftrucTed by the Scots, and his queen 
Eanflede, daughter of Edwin, who came from Kent, fome times 
Icept Lent and Eafter at different times in the fame court The 
Scots and Britons herein were not fchtfmaticks, as Rapin and 
fome others pretend ; for they did not coincide with the Quar- 
tered mans who had been condemned by the church, nor had 
this difference between the Scots and the univerfal church then 
proceeded to a breach of communion. To put an end to this 
dilpute, in 66^. a conference was held in the great monaftery 
of Sr. Hilda at Streanefhalch, now Whitby, before the kings 
Ofwi and Alcfrid. Col man brought thither his Scotifh clergy ; 
on the other fide Agilbert, bifhop of W eft-fex or Dorchefier, 
had with him Agatho, a prieft from Paris,- Romanus, the ab- 
bot Wilfrid, and the deacon James. Colman alledged the ex- 
ample of his predecefTors, and of St. Columba himfelf, and 
pretended that practice to have been eftablifhed in Afia by St. 
John the Evangelift; which afTertion it would have been a diffi- 
cult talk to prove {a). Wilfrid replied, that the agreement of all 
the churches in Africa, Afia, Egypt, Greece, Gaul, Rome, Italy 
and the veil of the world ought to have more weight than that of 
the Pi6b and Britons in a part of the two remoteff. iflands of the 
ocean : that St. John could not reject at once all the obfervan- 
ces of the lav/ fo long as the church judaized in fome points j 
but that after the death of St. John the cuftom which St. Peter 
erhbliihed at Rome, was obferved by his fuccefiburs in Afia, 
and by the univerfal church, and was commanded by the Ni- 

cene 



(a) If any of the apofllcs *>ho 
lived among the Jews tolerated 
for fome time a coinciding of Ea- 
Acr with the Jewifli Pafch, at leaft 
the contrary rule was always the 
general difcipline of the church, 
which the apofllcs cllablimed 
to (how the dillinclion and the 
liberty of the new law, as for 
the lame purpofe they changed 
the Sabbath into Sunday. When 
the general council of Nice, in 
3yS, had condemned the cuilom 
of keeping Eailer with the Jews 
011 the fourteenth day of the fir it 
hmar month n care It the , fpring 
^luiiiox, thofc who obllinateiy 



perfiflcd in that practice were 
called Quartodecimans, and were 
fchi I'm ancles, &c. They who 
held that practice to be of pre- 
cept from the Jewifli law, were 
always hcreticlcs. The Scots 
and liifh in the fifth and fixth 
centuries kept Eailer on a Sun- 
day, not on the fourteenth day* 
with the Qn ar tod eci mans and 
Jews, unlets when this four- 
teenrh day was the Sunday, by 
which they differed widely from 
the practice that was condemned 
at Nice,' yet fell fliort of perfect 
conformity with the uiuverfai 
church. 
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cene council : that the Britons and Ficts neither* followed St. 
Peters nor St. John, neither the law nor the gofpel - 3 that 
Columba and the reft of their anceftors were without fault, be- 

' caufe they knew no better j but that they were inexcufable who 
refu fed to be inftrudfced. He added, that Chrift faid to St. P e . 
ter : T&au art Peter, &c. (i). Hereupon king Ofwi faid : " Do 
tc you all acknowledge, of both parties, that our Lord faid 
5C this particularly to Peter, and that the Lord gave him the 
66 keys of the kingdom of heaven f 99 They replied : <c W c 
cc acknowledge it." Then he concluded: 64 I declare, that! 
* 6 will not oppofe this keeper of the gate of heaven, and that 
ct I will obey his orders to the utmoft of my power, left he 
" fhut that gate againft me." This refolution of the king was 
approved by the whole auembly. Rapin confefTes that Ofwi 
acknowledged a prerogative of St. Peter above the reft of ihe 
.apoftles, and that on this account he preferred the practice 
which he had eftablimed at Rome to that which he thought de- 
rived from St. John (2). It is evident. from the very licence c?f 
both parties, that the Scots or Irifh and Britons never called in 
queftion the fupremacy of the bifhop of Rome- An 01 her dif- 
ference which regarded the tonfure was agitated in this confe- 
rence. The Romans made it quite round the head, to refcm- 
ble they faid, our Lord's crown of thorns. This was cailcJ 
St. Peter's Tonfure : the other, called by derifion Simon Mi- 
gus's, was only a femi circle (haved -from car to ear above the 
forehead, not reaching to the hinder part, which was covered 

• with hair (£). Bedc mentions no dccifion with regard to this 
point, which was left to the cuftoin of each place. St. CcuJ, 
bifliop of Eflex or London, who was prefent at this conference, 
and being a native of Dcira, had followed the Scotilh cuf- 
toras, declared upon the fpot that he embraced the Roman 
difciplinc. But Colman faid he would confult with Ins bre- 
thren, the monks of Jona, and retired to them with his Scotilh 
priefts. Tuda was confecrated bifliop of Northumhcilaml in 

his room> but foon after died of a peftilence which raged in 

England 

[•) Matt. xvi. 18. {?.) P.apinThoyras, Hilt, d' Anglctcrrc, I. 3< 

T. 1. p. z t \6. cd. Gallic. 



(/;) There war. like wife the 
Oriental Tonfure called StJ-'auTs, 
v. hirh fmne monks ufed alio in 
the Weft ; this confuted in ihav- 
in:; the ivhoh; head. The ufe 
' of ecekfinlUcnl ton fares fecms 
ou\y to have Lecn inooduced in 



the fourth or fifth century a r tcr 
the perfocutions, as a mark ^ 
a pcifonV. being eonfecr.iid to 
Ciod, and in imitation of Clititp 
crown of thorns. fceu Bona /•'' 
rum Utttrft, Smith in lied. Ap- 

junxl. p. 715* rieury, 1. y}> 
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England in 664. He had been educated and ordained by the 
Southern Irifh, but conformed to the Roman difcipline : he 
Wis much lamented on account of his virtue. King Alcfrid 
defired to have his own prieft Wilfrid placed in the epifcopal 
fee, and fent him into France- to receive confecration at the 
handb of his old friend Agilbert, who feeing his diocefs of 
Weft -Sex divided, and another bilhop, named Vv^ina, placed, 
at Venta, cal*c- by the Saxons Wintaceftir, now Winchefter, 
returned i<, Fiance, which was his native country- where the 
bifiiopi ick of Paris was given him. Wilfrid being abfent a 
long, time on this journey, Ofwi caufed St. Ceadda, or Chad, 
abbvt of Leflingau, a difcipie of St. Aidan, to be ordained 
bifiiop. The fee of Canterbury being vacant by the death of 
Dcufdedit, he was confecrated by Win a, bifhop of Winchefter, 
who was the only bifhop at that time in Great Britain that had 
been canonical!}' ordained. Agilbert joyfully received Wilfrid, 
and with twelve other bilhops performed the ceremony of his 
ordination with great foiemnity at Compiegne. St. Wilfrid 
was then in. the thirtieth year of his age, in 664 : he was 
carried by r.ie blflhops in a golden chair, according to the 
cuftom of the Gauls. 

At his return into England he would not difpute the election 
of St. Chad \ but retired to Rippon, which monaftery he made 
his re fide nee for three years, though he was often calied into 
Mercia by king; Wulfere to ordain deacons and priefts, and to 
perform other epifcopal functions. Ofwi having defeated 'and. 
flain Penda- in 655, conquered all that kingdom \ but three 
years af er, made Pcada, Pen da's fun, to whom he had given 
his daughter in marriage, king of that part which lay fouth of 
the Trent : but Peada dying foon after, Ofwi again united that 
country to his own dominions. Not long after the Mercians 
took, up arms, and placed Wulfere, Penda's fecond Ion, upon 
the throne, in 659. This prince was for fome time a Pagan, 
or at leaft favoured the Pagans ; but at length became a zeal- 
ous propagator of the faith, and governed by the counfels of 
St. Wilfrid, who founded monaftcries and churches in (cveral 
parts of Mercia. Mr. Peck endeavours to prove (3JI, that the 
priory of St. Lt-onard, about a quarter of a mile out of Stam- 
ford, was built by St. Wilfrid, though rebuilt, in honour of 
St, Leonard, by William bifliop of Durham, in the reign of the 
Conqueror, and only then dedicated to St. Leonard \c). St. 

Theodorus, 

(3) Hi (lory of Stamford, 1. 2. 

(f) Rede tells us, that king ford, where he built a monnftcry 
Alfricl bellowed on St. Will rid before: he founded that of Rip- 
land of thirty families at Stain- pon. Mr. Smith is inclined to 

think, 
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Theodorus, archbifhop of Canterbury, in his vifitation, found 
the election of St. Chad to have been irregular, and removed 
him : but charmed with his humility and virtue, placed him 
in the fee of Litchfield. At the fame time he put St. Wilfrid 
in poffeflion of the fee of York, in 669, before the death of 
Ofwi, which happened in 670. Upon his demife* Alcfrid was 
obliged by the people to leave the throne to Egfrid,- the eldcft 
legitimate fon of Ofwi. St. Wilfrid confeerated the great 
church of St. Peter, which he had built at Rippon, in pre- 
fence of the new king, in 670 , and afterward chat of St* An- 
drew at Hexham, and feveral others. Being a man of moft 
perfuafive oratory and ftridt virtue, he promoted every where 
religion and piety with incredible fuccefs. He invited out of 
Kent the precentor Eddi Stephani, who became from that 

time 



think this Stamford was fituated 
on the Uerwent in Yorkfhire. 
But ancient MSS. and writers 
call it Stamford in Lincoln ihire, 
as Mr. Smith confeiTes : and af- 
ter Ofwi's victory over-Penda, 
all Mercia was fubjecled to the 
Northumbrians, till Ofwi con- 
stituted Peada rather viceroy than 
king of South-Mercia ; fo that 
St. Wilfrid might build a church 
in that country. See Mr. Peck's 
Hiftory of Stamford. After king 

"Wulfere, his brother, became 
independent in Mercia, Lindfey, 

and probably almofl all Lincoln- 

ihirc, was again conquered by 

the Northumbrians, and obeyed 

them for fomc years This 

church of St. Leonard's, near 
Stamford, was formerly a place 

of great devotion. The nave, 
or middle ifle is ftill ftanding, 
and mews the remains of a late- 
ly pile, and of coftly and excel- 
lent workman fhip, though it is 
now converted into a barn, for 
the ufe of a new farm houfe. In 
d g&ing l he foundations of this 
houfe fomc ilone coffins were 
found, which are ufed for 
troughs, and the bones of the 

illullriuus dead interred there 



were fcattered about the fields 
with an indecency which the Pa- 
gan Romans would have called 
facrilegious. Mr. Hearn, in his 
Preface to Textus RofFenfis, 
p. 43, fpeaking of the Ruins of 
Rcwley (alias North-Oufney) an 
abbey of Ciflercians, near Ox- 
ford, fays: <c Great quantities of 
" men's bones are frequently 
M dug up, which are often bar- 
" baroufly ufed, without con- 
" fidering that the per fon s there 
c< buried were renowned for all 
" forts of virtues, particularly 
" for juflicc, clemency, and 
'* bounty towards the poor. But 
" I forefee what the advocates 
" of facrilege will fay," &c. 
Sec the like invectives of Mr. 
Stevens and others, which might 
feem too harfn if here infertal. 
T he Pagan Romans punifhed a 
wilful violation, or removing 
the iloncs of a fcpulchre, with 
great rigour, calling it a facri- 
lege, and a crime again It the 
publick next in guilt to that ot 
t r e a lb 1 1 . See G u t her i u s D <'■ Jut e 
hi an turn, 1. 3. c 25. Dc St f- til* 
thru <vhlato. aft. Gr&vhm Jn!ij> 
Roman. T. 12. 
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time his conftant companion, and afterward wrote his life. 
With his afiiftance the faint eftablifhed in all the churches of 
the north the ufe of Plain-fong, which St. Gregory the Great 
inftituted in the church muiick, and admirably well adapted it 
to every different part of the divine office, as Franchini ob«° 
ferves (d) ; in which it is eafier and more becoming than that 
which is performed with an harmonious difcord of voices, and 
variation of melody ( 4). The monafrick ftate was a princi- 
pal object of St. Wilfrid's care : and this he fettled among the 
Midland and Northern Englifh, as St. Auftin had eftablifhed 
it in Kent (5). 

King Egfrid had taken to wife St. Audry, who preferring 
a religious life, according to the liberty which the church has 
always underftood, by conftant tradition, to be allowed by the 
divine law before cohabitation, St. Wilfrid endeavoured at 
fir fl to engage her to change her refolution ; but finding 
her inflexible in it, at length confented to give her the veil. 
This action exceedingly provoked the king ; and his new queen 
Ermenberga employed every bafe and little means entirely to 
ruin him in the opinion of her hufband. In order to under- 
mine him, a project was fet on foot for dividing his biihoprick, 
after the holy prelate had fpent ten years in fettling chriftia- 
nuy in it. Theodorus the archbifhop of Canterbury, and 
metropolitan of all England, was gained by fpecious pretences, 
and parcelled his great diocefs, confecrating Bofa to the fee of 
York, for the Deiri ; Eata to that of Lindisfarne, for Ber- 

nicia v 

(<t) Smith, in Bed. App. n. \z, p. 720. (5) See F. Reynefs 
learned work, entitled, Jpoftolaius Ucnediainorum in Anglid. 



{d) Goido a monk of Arezzo, 
in Tufcany, in 1009, was the in- 
ventor of the - gamma-/*/, or ga- 
ii.ur, nnd the iix notes, Ut, 
Mi, /'", Sot, La; which fylla- 
hies are taken from the three 
hilt \erfes of the hymn of St. 
John Baptift, Ut queant iaxis 9 Sic. 
Without the ufe of the ganimut, 

pcifon could not in a little 
tunc become per feci: mailer of 
''fain (nn|r. Guido fays, inalet- 
which he wrote : " J hope 

they who come after us will 
^ not forget to pray for us. For 
. " ( vvt: make a perfect mailer of 
" n,, i;iM^ in a year or two ; 



" whereas till now a perfon 
if could icarce attain this feience, 
" even imperfectly, in ten years." 
The gammut is the iirlt note but 
oftener taken for the whole fcalc 
of roufick or feries of founds 
rifing or falling towards acute- 
nefs or gravity from any given 
pitch or tone. Plain- long a 
that in which, all fing in uni- 
fon ; it is executed by fixing the: 
muiical notes within due limit:., 
and urdeiing or difpoiin<r the 
changes, rilhsgs and I alii rigs, of 
the voice according to the natural 
feries oi the muiical founds. 
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nicia 5 and Eadbed to the church of Lindi/B, or great part of 
L»incolnfhire> which Egfrid had won from Mercia (6), This 
paflred in the year 678. Eadhed refided firft at Sidnacefter, 
near Gainfborough ; but after king Wulfere had recovered 
Lindfey and all Lincolnfhire, he retired to Rippon. Wilfrid, 
for oppofing this partition, was rejected 5 but appealed to the 
pope. Dreading a disturbance or fchifm, he raifed no cl amour j 
but being too well verfed in the canons not to fee the irregu- 
larity and nullity of many fteps that had been taken againft 
him, embarked for Rome. Being driven by contrary winds at 
fea upon the coaft .of Frifeland, he was moved to compaffion 
upon feeing the fpiritual blind nefs and idolatry of the inha- 
bitants, and preached the faith to them. During that winter 
and the following fpring he {laid among them, converted and 
baptized many thoufands, with feverai lords of the country. 
Thus he opened that harveft which St. Wilhbrord and others, 
excited by his example, afterwards cultivated. Wilfrid is ho- 
noured to this day as the apoftle of that country (7). Ebroin, 
either through the folicitations of the faint's enemies in Eng- 
land, or on the fcore of his enmity on account of St. Del- 
phinus of Lyons, fent letters to Adalgife, king of Friefeland, 
promifing to give him a bufhel of gold, if he would fend him 
bifhop Wilfrid, or his head. The king read the letters pub- 
lickly before Wilfrid, the mefTengers, and his own office) s, 
and tearing them to pieces with indignation, threw them into 
the fire, expreiling the utmoft execration of fo deteilable a 
treachery. Next iummer Wilfrid leaving his new convcru 
with great reludhmce under the direction of proper patters, 
travelled through Auftrafia, where king Dagobert II. entertained 
him moft honourably, and intrcated him to nil the bimopriclc 
of' Strafburg, which happened then to be vacant. Upon his 
refufal, this prince made him very confulerablc prefents and 
fent Adeodatus, bifhop of Toul, to accompany him to Komcj 
where he arrived late in the year 679. Me found pope Agath'i 
already a pp riled of what had pulled in England, by a uioak 
whom Theodorus had difpatched on his fide with letters. The 
pope was preparing to hold a great council again ft the Mono- 
tholites. In the mean time, to difcufs this cv.ule, he ailembW ! 
a fynod in October 679, in the Later an baliiick, or church of 
our Saviour, confiding of above fifty biihops and prieftu, chicly 
ol the Suburbicnrian churches (i. e. of part of Italy and of thole | 
Sicily) though their names are (trangely mangled in Sir Henry 

Spelman's copy (S). The caufes ol ihe diflenlion in lIk- iU itifli , 

clundi I 

{(>) Johnfon's CoHcfl. of Englifh Canons, an. 670. pref. [] ^ 
Batavia Sacra, p. 2; (8) Spchuan. Cone. Uiiu Vol. 1. [■■ l > 
Ijabbe'ai Council'*, 1\ 6. p. 579. 
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church having been weighed, it was decreed, by the authority 
of St. Peter, that there jliould be in it one archbifhbp honoured 
with the pall, who mould promote and canonically ordain the 
bifhops to the other fees j but that none of the bifliops fhould 
prefume to meddle with the rights of any other prelate, but all 
fliould ftudy to inftru£t and convert the people. After this St. 
Wilfrid was admitted to the council, though Johnfon thinks 
this a fecond council, held foon after the firit, in the fame 
place ; and that St. Wilfrid was not arrived at Rome when the 
firft was convened, but had only Rated his cafe to the pope by 
letters. Having prefented his petition in perfon to the pope and 
bifliops aflembled, the fynod exceedingly commended his mo- 
deration, in that he had raifed no difturbance or refiftance by 
contumacy, but had been content calmly to enter his protefta- 
tion and appeals, profefling that he would fubmit to whatever 
was determined : and it was definitively decreed, that he fliould 
be reftored to his bifhoprick. Mr. Johnfon takes notice that 
St. Wilfrid never claimed any archiepifcopal jurifdiction, and 
that this fynod (9) exprefly fays, the jacerdotal primacy in Bri- 
tain was fettled by St. Gregory and St. Auftin in the fee of Can- 
terbury: whence this author imagines St.Grcgory altered his firft 
decree or purpofe by fome pofteriour regulation. St. Wilfrid 
Haid above four months at Rome, and afiifted at the great La- 
teran council of one hundred twenty-five bifhops, in which he 
with the reft condemned the Monothelite herefy. When he 
arrived in England, he repaired to the king, and fhewed him 
the fcaled decrees of the pope. The prince, when he had 
flirt caufed them to be read to the prelates of his own faction 
that wete in the room with him, cried out, they had been 
obtained by bribery, and commanded a certain Reeve (or {reward 
of the. church for fecular affairs) to commit Wilfrid to prifon, 
where he was detained nine months. They took from him 
eery thing but the clothes which he then wore, and fent his 
attendants fome one way, and fome another. Queen Ermcu- 
her^a took away his cafe of relicks, which flic hung up in her 
chamber, and carried about with her in her chariot, when (he 
went nut. The holy bifhop's guards heard him fing pfalms in 
1ms dark dungeon, and beheld a light which terrified them ; 
and the faint having cured the governour's wife with holy wa- 
tct, lie refilled to guard him any longer, and the king ordered 
mm to be removed to another prifon. At length the queen 
ums feiz,cd with a fudden fit of ficknefs, in a monaftery, the 
abhefs wlureof (who was Ebba, the king's aunt) reprefenicd 
to her the injufticc done to Sc. Wilfrid: whereupon he was 

fet 

(9) Can. 7. 
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fet at liberty, his relicks were reftored, and his companions were 
fent back to him. 

St. Wilfrid, who was inflamed with an ardent zeal for the 
converfion of infidels, and the falvation of fouls, repaired to 
the kingdom of the South- Saxons, which had not yet received 
the light of faith. Edilwalch, the king, who had been lately 
baptized in Mercia, where king Wulphere was' his godfather, 
received him with open arms j and the faint, by his preaching;, 
converted the whole nation, with all the priefts of the idols, 
That country was opprefled with a dreadful famine, no rain 
having fallen there for three years. But on the day on which 
St. Wilfrid firft adminiftred baptifm with great folemnity to an 
incredible number of the nobility and people, abundant rains 
fell. The faint alfo taught the people to fifh, which was a 
great relief to them. In the firft eflay they caught three hun- 
dred fifhes, of which the faint induced them to give one hun- 
dred to the poor, and as many to thofe of whom they had bor- 
rowed r their nets, keeping the like number for their own 
ufe. The king gave him land of eighty- feven families, on 
which he built two monafleries, Bofenham and Selfey, that is, 
IJle of the Sea-Calf. This latter place became an epifcopal 
fee, which was afterward removed to Chichefter. The faint 
fent a prieft into the ifle of Wight, whither the faith had not 
penetrated, and he had the fatisf action to fee all the inhabi- 
tants regenerated in the waters of life. Cadwalla, king of the 
Weft-Saxoris, to whom that ifland was then fubjefl:, fent for 
St. Wilfrid, and took his advice. The faint chiefly refidcd 
in the peninfula of Selfey, and cultivated this vineyard rive 
years, till upon the death of king Egfrid he was called back 
into Northumberland. That prince was flain in battle by the 
Pidts, whole country he had invaded, in 685. As he left no 
ilTue, Alcfrid, his natural brother, was fent for out of Ireland, 
whither he had retired, and a fecond time mounted the throne. 
St. Theodoras being above fourfcore years of age, and feized 
with frequent fits of ficknefs, fent to St. Wilfrid, rcquefling 
that he would meet him at London, with Erchambald, bifhop 
of that city. He confeffed to them ail the actions of his life; 
then faid to St. Wilfrid : " The create ft remorfe that I feci is, 
" that I contented with the king to deprive you of your pol- 
" feflions, without any fault committed on your part. I con- 
*.« fefs this my crime to God and Sc. Peter ; and I take them both 

to witnefs that I will do all that lies in my power to make 
cc amends for my fault, and to reconcile you to all the kings 
< e and lords who arc my friends. God hath revealed to inc 
* c that 1 fhall not live to the end of this year. I conjure you to 

content that J may cttabhih you in my life-time archbiflwp 
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" of my Tee." St. Wilfrid replied : « May God and St. Peter 
« pardon you all our differences : I will always pray for you 
« as .your; friend. Send letters to your friends, that they may 
reftore to me part of my poflefliorts, according to the decree 
« of the' holy fee. The choice of a fuccefibur in your fee will 
" be afterward cofnfidered in a proper aiTembly." Purfuan t to this 
engagement St. Theodorus wrote to king Alcfrid, to Ethelred 
king of the Mercians, to Elfleda who had fucceeded St. Hilda 
in the abbey of Streartefhaich, and others. Alcfrid having 
received thefe letters, recalled the holy bifhop in the fecond 
year of his reign, towards the end of the year 686, and re* 
ftored to him fiitft his monaftery of Hexham and foon after that 
of Rippon, and the epifcopal fee of York ; Bofa of York, and 
St. John of BeVerley at Hexham relinquifhing their fees to him* 
Theodorus had fir'ft parcelled it into three, afterwards into 
five bifhopricks, confecrating Tunbert to Hexham, and Trum* 
win to the diocefs of the Southern Pi£ts, fubje£t to the king9 
of Northumberland, whofe fee was fixed at Withern. Thefe 
bifhops were holy men, well qualified for their miniftry, and 
in fimplicity took upon themfelves a charge which their imme- 
diate fuperiours impofed upon them. St. Wilfrid, after his 
reftoration, reduced Hexham and Rippon to their original con- 
dition of mere monafteries $ and St. Cuthbert, who had from 
the beginning fufiained the epifcopal charge only in obedience* 
and by compulfiori, retired to Fame upon St. Wilfrid's return, - 
and died there the following year 687 ; fo that St. Wilfrid was 
obliged to take upon him the care alfo of the diocefs of Lindif- 
farne till a new bifhop could be chofen. The irreproachable 
conduct, the vigilancy and the indefatigable zeal of our ru>ly 
prelate ought to have flopped the mouths of his enemies % 
but thefe very virtues, which enraged the devil, raifed new 
fterms againft him. King Alcfrid would have a new bifhop* 
rick creeled at Rippon : St. Wilfrid oppofed the project, and 
was obliged once more to fly, in 697, five years after he 
had been reftored. He retired to Ethelred, king of the Mer- 
cians, who received him moft gracioufly, and in treated him 
to take upon himlelf the care of the fee of Litchfield, which 
was then vacant. The good bi (hop's difcourfes on the vanity of 
the world, and the infinite importance of falvation, made fuch an 
impreflion on the king,that in hopes moreeafily to fecurc ahappy 
eternity, he foon after relinquifhed his crown, and put on the 
monaftick habit. Our faint founded many monafteries and 
churches in Merc! a, and ufefully employed there his labours 5 
till finding his enemies in Northumberland had gained Brith- 
w.ild, arch bifhop of Canterbury, and were foliciting a fentence 
of deposition againft him, he appealed a fecond time to Rome, 

Vou IV. b V and' 
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and took another journey thither in 703. His a'ccufers ap- 
peared there again (t him, but to their own cortfufion. Pope 
John VI. honourably acquitted the faint, who* had' in every 
thing proceeded according to the canons. : His very enemies 
had always acknowledged his life to be irreproachable 5 and a 
bifhop cannot be depofed unlefs a canonical fault be proved 
againft him in a fynod. If it was neceffary to divide his bilhop- 
rick, this was not to be done without his concurrence, and 
withal referving to him his own fee; the authority at leaft not 
of feme fmal! confiftory, but of a full provincial council ; in 
the Weft alfo of the pope, and in the Eaft of the patriarch of that 
part, ought to intervene, as many inftances in France, and 
other places long before that time, clearly fhew. Moreover, 
this perfecution was raifed by court envy, jealoufy, and refent- 
ment. Thefe were the inftruments which conjured up the 
ftorm, and the fecret fprings which put in motion the engines 
that were employed againft this fervant of God through the 
fimplicity or ignorance of many, the malice of fome, and the 
complaifance and condefcenfion of others. The holy prelate 
being the beft /killed in facred learning and in the canons of 
the church in all Britain, as St. Theodorus, on his death-bed, 
acknowledged him to be, was too great a difciplinarian for 
fome at court. How pure his views were, and how remote 
from avarice and ambition, appeared -from his charity towards 
his perfecutors, the meeknefs with which he maintained the 
rights of his fee, and the difcipline of the church, and the hu- 
mility and difmtereftednefs with which he refufed the bifhoprick 
of the Mercians, and excufed himfclf from acquiefcing in the 
earneft requcft of St. Theodorus, when he defired to make 
.him his coadjutor in the mctropolitical fee of Canterbury (c ), 
If lie was rich, he knew no other ufe of what he poflefled than 
to employ it in the foundation of churches, and in the relief of 
the poor. He rejoiced to fee others fhare the fruits of his bar- 
veil j and though traverfed in every advance that he made, he 
never threw away the labouring oar, or grew remifs in his mi- 
ir'itiy, or in quickening others to the utmoft exertion of their 
zeal in the caufe of God. Such a character appeared in the 

molt 



(?) His mode P. : is nnnarknble 
in HJ'Viir folici'iuj; the mctr. p<>- 
liric.d jurifdiiLtiou, which St. 
t Ji-i'vory had ordain oil Ihould he 
feu lnl at Vork, and which h.id 
boon ;*rante\l to Sc. Paul in u ;. It 
had lad.-d in the .-'eotiih bilhops 

who refidod at Lindi'Jaine ; but 



was recovered in 7 34 , by Kgbcrt, 
or Kc^bright, brother to Kad- 
by rht, khitf of Northumberland, 
a prelate Rill more eminent /or 
liia fn periority in knowledge 
than for his high birth, as Bale 
teilifies. lie was Alcuin's ma- 
tter. 
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nioft finning light to all impartial judges, and St. Wilf-id mit. 
at Rome with that protection and applairie which wer- Uic to 
his heroick virtue- Pope John V£, in 704., lent letter-, 
by an exprefs meffenger to the kings of Mercia and North -j"!- 
berland.in favour of the perfecuted bilhop, charging archbh'bop. 
Brithwald to call a fynod which mould do him juftice j iw' de- 
fault, of which, he ordered the parties to make their perianal 
appearance at Rome. St. Wilf;id, in his return, was taken 
dangeroufly ill at Meaux in France : under which diftemper Bede 
relates ( 1 1), that he was allured by a heavenly vifion, thatChrift, 
through the interceflion of his Mother, the holy Virgin Mary, 
and at the prayers of his friends, had prolonged his life four years* 
When he landed in England archbilhop Brithwald prom i fed him 
heartily to concur to his reftoration to his former fee* Ethelred, the 
late king of Mercia, then abbot of Bardney, received him with 
great joy, and warmly recommended him to his nephew Coen- 
red, to whom he had refigned his crown, when he forfook the 
world. Coenred was fo inflamed with the love of heavenly 
things by the converfe he had with the holy man, that he 
conceived a great defire alfo to renounce the world : which 
project: he afterward executed in the year 709 , of his reign 
the fourth, when he travelled to Rome with Otfa, king of the 
Eaft-Saxons, and both put on the monaftick habit, and per- 
fevering with great fervour to their laft hours, died happily in 
that city. ,Alcfrid, king of Northumberland, yet made diffi- 
culties ; but died in 705, and in his lad iicknefs repented of the 
injuftice he had done to St. .Wilfrid, as his filter Elfleda, abbefa 
of Streanefhalch, gave teftimony. His reftitution therefore was 
eafily agreed to by the whole kingdom, under Ofred, who 
being only eight years old, fuccceded his father, Brithrick be- 
ing regent during his minority. St. Wilfrid took pofleffion of 
the diocefs of Hexham, but chiefly refid^d in his monaftery of 
Rippotij leaving York to St. John of Beverley. He governed 
the monaftcrics in Mercia, of which he had been the founder^ 
and which were afterward deftroyed by the Danes. He died 
atone of thefe atUndalum, now called Oundle, in Northamp- 
tonfliirc, on the 24th of April, 709, having divided his trea- 
fures between his monafteries, churches, and the former com- 
panions of his exiles. His body was buried in his church of 
St. Peter at Rippon ( 12). That monaftcry having been de- 

P 2 ftroyed 

(10) Extant in Spelman, p. 170, and zo.\. but in the latter placq 

faHoly afcribed to pope John VIE. as if it wore ;l different letter. 

UO Hid. 1. 5. c. 19.. (12) Scs Dugdale's Hiilory of the Coi- 

legiatu church of Sc. Peter at Rippon, which was diflblved 27 Hen- 
ry Vlll. . Xl ' 
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ftroyed by the wars, the greateft part of his remains were 
franflated to Canterbury in the time of St. Odb, and depofited 
under the high altar, in 959. They were enfhrined by Lane- 
franc, and depofited on the north-fide of the altar by St. AnfeJm, 
on the 1 2th of October ; the day of which translation became 
his principal feftival. Thefe relicks are faid now to repofe 
near the monument of that truly great man, cardinal Poole. 

True virtue is always of a piece with itfel^ is always go- 
verned by the fame principle, and always . freer s the fame 
courfe. In profperity it is humble, modeft, and timorous 5 in 
adverfity, magnanimous, and equally a£tive and brave. • To 
fuffer from good men is often the fevereft of trials : but from 
whatever quarter perfecution comes, it is our duty not to fink 
under it, but fincerely humbling ourfelves before both God and 
man, we mud not be daunted, confidering that on one fide it 
is the part of cowards only to be pufilanirrious, or to defpair; 
and on the other, it is arrogance and prfde to fall into impa- 
tience, or to repay injuries with revenge, infults, or ill-will. 
St. Wilfrid faw the clouds gather, and ready to burft over 
his head ; yet was undaunted. He never reviled his per- 
fecutors ; never complained of the envy and malice of thofe 
who ftirred up whole kingdoms againft him. Envy died with 
him 5 and immediately the whole world gave due praife to the 
purity of his intentions, the ardour of his zeal for virtue and 
difcipline, and the fanclity of his life. The hiftorians of our 
nation unanimoufly coefpire in paying a grateful tribute to his 
memory, which is confecrated in the Roman and other Mar- 
ty rologies. 
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OCTOBER 13. 

St. EDWARD, King and Confeflbr, 

From William of Mahnefbury (de Reg. AngL L 2. c. 13 J whom 
Sir H. Seville calls the left bijlorian of our nation, and who 
wrote in II4.0: Mattkeiv of Weftminjier^ or whoever com- 
piled the Flores Hijl. AngL jrom Matthew Paris, &c: the life 
of St. Edward C. wrote by St. A'elred, abbot of Rival, who 
• died in 1 1 66, of which work the moji complete and accurate edi-^ 
tionis that of Roger Twyfden (inter 10 AngL Scriptores Londini 
An. 1652. y. i- p. 37 o). An accurate account of his death is 
given by Sulcard, a monk of Weftminfter in the reign of the 
Conqueror? who wrote, by order of his abbot Vitalis, a JJjort 
hi/lory, De Conjiruclione fVeflmpnqfterii, of which two beautiful 
MSS. copies were lent me from the Cotton Library, a?id the 
archives of IVeJlminJl er : fee alfo IngUlphus, publifjed by Gale y 
Brompton by Twy/den, Knyghton, ibid. Hoveden and Matt. 
Paris, ad an. 1066. Harpsfield Sac, xi. c. 3. Likewife the 
hiflorians of Normandy, Ordericus Vitalis in H'tft. Normann. 
Gulielmus Piclav. de Gejiis Gul. Duels y & c. 

A. D. 1066. 

GO D often gives bad princes in his wrath ; but in a good 
king he beftoweth a great publick blelling on a nation. 
Azvife king is the upholding of the people (1). As the judge of the 
people is himfelf, fo are his officers ; and what manner of man the 
ruler of the city is, fitch alfo are they thai dwell therein. An wiwife 
khig deftroyetlo his people ; but through the prudence of the in that a>'e 
in authority, the city foall be inhabited (2). The happinefs of 
the rei»n of Sr. Edward the Confeflbr is itfelf a panegyrick of 
his virtue. This prince was fon of king Ethclred 11. who left 
by Elgiva, his firft wife, Edmund Ironiide, who was his fuc- 
cdllmrj and by his fecond wile, Emma, daughter to Richard I. 

P 3 and 

(1) Wifd. vi. 26. (2) Ecclus. x, a, 3. 



4 



244 St. E D W A R D, C. Oft,i 3 ; 

and fitter to R'chard II. the third and fourth dukes of Nor- 
marndy, he had Alfred and Edward. In his unhappy and weak 
reign, the Danes, who from the time of king Athelftan had, 
for abouc fixty years, left this ifland unmolefted, committed in 
all parts of it jii r »ft horrible ravages. To redeem the country 
from thefe vexations, Etbelred engaged to pay them a tax, 
called Danegelr, of forty thoufand pounds a year, which was 
railed at the rate. of twelve-.pence upon each hide of land, or as 
much as could be tilled with one plough in a year. . Swein or 
Sweno, king of the Danes, conquered all England foon after, 
in 1015 : hut died the fame yearjeaving here his fon Knute, or 
Canute. Ethelred, who had fled into Normandy, returned upon 
his death, and recovered his kingdom ; but dying in 1016, left 
Mercia and fome other parts in the hands of the Danes. Ed- 
mund Ironfide, after feveral battles, came to an agreement, 
-which was concluded in the ifle of Alney, in the Severn, near 
Glocefler, by which he con fen ted to divide the kingdom with 
Canute, yielding up to him the kingdoms of Mercia, Northum- 
berland, and the Eaft Angles. Shortly after he was treacher- 
oufly aiiamnated by the contrivance of Edrick Strean, a Dane, 
count of Mercia, on whom he had beftowed the greateft fa- 
vours, and by whom he had been before often betrayed.' Ca- 
nute took this opportunity to feize the whole kingdom, and or- 
dered the lare king's two infant fons, Edmund and Edward, to 
be conveyed in o Denmark, there to be privately made away 
with. The officer who conducted them was moved to com- 
panion, and carried them into Sweden, where the king fent 
them to his coufin Solomon, king of Hungary. When they 
were grown up, Salomon gave in marriage to Edmund one of 
his own daughters, and to Edward his fifter -in-law Agatha. 
Emma was retired with her two fons, Alfr.ed and Edward, 
.into Normandy. Canute demanded her of her Iprother, duke 
]Richard, in marriage, and his requtft was agreed to. But the 
two princes semaincd in Normandy, where Richard II. was fuc- 
ccciied, in io,'6, by his fon Richard III. He reigned only one 
y<*ar, and by his death his brother Robert became duke of 
Normandv, who at his death left no other iflue than a baftard, 
known afterward by the name of William the Conqueior. 
Canute r( ip;ned in England nmetren years, and was magnifi- 
cent, hl-cal, valiant, and leligious, though no virtues could 
t'Ki . ufc ht.s ambitjon. laying in 1036, he left Norway to his 
ihi» i\- f<»n Sweno, Enghuid to his fon Harold, and Denmark to 
hi. f'H n.ndicaiuue, whom he had by Emma. HThe two Saxon 
1 'iji'e: Alfred .md Edwaul came over from Noimandy 10 li'C 
\>< r. in* ! hi-r at \V ir.cheilrr. Godwin, duke or general <»i 

.. .'■ who had been die chid iufhuruGUt in oilabiilhing 

liaiuU's 
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Harold's intereft in that part of England, agreed with the king 
that the two princes fhould be invited to court, in order to be 
fecretly made away with. Emma was ftartled at this meflage, 
which was fent to them at Wincheiter, and was apprehenfive 
of a fnare : fhe therefore contrived to fend only Alfred, and 
upon fome pretences to keep Edward with her. Godwin metAl- 
fred at Guilford, where the young prince was feized, put firft 
into the caftle there, and thence conducted to Ely, where his 
eyes were pulled out, he was {hut up in a monaftery, and died 
a few days after. Edward made hafte back into Normandy, 
and Emma retired to the count of Flanders, and lived at Bruges. 
King Harold dying in Winter, 1039, her fon Hardicanute 
landed in England with forty Danifh (hips, and was ac- 
knowledged king. Prince Edward came from Normandy, and 
was received by him with honour. At his requeft count God - 
win was brought to his trial for the murder of prince Alfred ; 
but was acquitted upon his making oath that he was not privy 
to his death. Hardicanute, an unworthy prince, died fuddenly 
at the marriage entertainment of a certain Dane at Lambeth, 
in the third year of his reign, 1041. Sueno, another fon of 
Canutus, was ftill living, and king of Norway 5 but the op- 
preflions which the Englilh had groaned under for many years, 
infpired them with a vigorous refolution of reftoring the crown to 
their own princes. The calamities of the mod furious war, and 
the want of power to make any reiiftance, had obliged them to 
bear the Danifh yoke forty-four years. But they were harafled 
beyond expreflion under three or rather four Danifh kings (in- 
cluding Sweno) with continual cruel exactions 5 and io great 
was the tyranny of thefe matters, that if any Englifhman met 
any Dane upon a bridge, he durft not go over it till the Dane 
had paiTed firft : and whoever did not refpectfully falute a Dane 
on the road, was feverely punifhed on the foot. On the other 
fuie, the virtues of prince Edward filenced even the enemies of 
his family, and the voice of the whole kingdom was unanimous 
in demanding that he fhould be placed upon the throne of his 
nnccflors, Leofrick earl of Mercia, Si ward earl of Northum- 
berland, and Godwin earl of Kent, and governour of the 
whole kingdom of Weft-Sex, were the leading men in this re- 
folution, and were the moft poweful pcrfons in the nation (a). 

P 4 St, Ed~ 

„(<v) Edward, the fon of Ed- Confeflbr, who certainly could 

tnund Ironfide, nephew to Sc. derive no right from the unjutt 

J d ward the Confeiior, was the DanWh conquefl, as Hod ford, or 

next heir of the Saxon line : whoever was the author of then 

whence fome modem tinglifh hook entitled Ihnrfitary Ri^bt* 

fcoudenm the accetfio.i of the ,&c. prcteuda, Uiu it is evident 
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St. Edward- was nurfed in the wholefome fchool of adyerfity, 
the miftrefs of all virtues to thofe who make a right ufe of it. 

The 



from Mr Earhcry(Occa/Io»a/ H'tfto- 
rzav, n 4.) during the reign of 
the Englifh Saxons, that when 
the next heir was efteemed by 
the ftates unfit in dangerous or 
difficult times, the king's thanes 
advanced another. Ton or bro- 
ther of the deceafed king, fo as 
never to take one that was not of 
his family. Often, if the heir 
was a minor, an uncle was made 
king ; and, upon the uncle's 
death, though he left ifTue, the 
crown reverted to the former 
heir, er his children, as the very 
infpeclion of a table of their 
fucceffion {hews. See Mr. Squires, 
&tjf an the Englifl? Saxon G^ovem* 
ment. An. 1753- Cerdic, foun- 
der of the kindom of the Welt- 
Saxons in 499, from whom the 
Cor&uor .defcended; was the. 
tenth from Woden, according to 
$he Saxon Chronicle, pullilhed 
by bifhop Gibfon, from an ori- 
ginal copy which formerly be- 
longed to the abbey of Peter- 
borough, was given by arch- 
bifhop Laud to the Bodleian li- 
brary at Oxford, and is more 
correct than the copies in the 
Cotton library and at Cambridge 
made ufe of by Wheloc. This 
moll valuable chronicle derives 
alfo the pedigrees of Hengift and 
his fucceifours in Kent and of 
thj kings of IVJercia and Norih- 
um erUnd from Woden, whom 
Betle calls tlte father of the royal 
Saxon lineage in England, or of 
the ch>cf kings m the heptarchy ; 
he ill u ft have' preceded the reign 
of lJioclefian. Sorne take him 
to have been the great god of 
this name honoured by the Sax- 
ons ; others a mighty king who 

|)oac the name 0/ that fa)le god. 



That the regal fucceffion. in the, 
heptarchy was hereditary, and 
when interrupted, again reftored, 
is manifeft from, the ab.oye chro- 
nicle. The Norman carried fo 
high his claim of conquelt. as 
to fet himfelf above all ■ eftablifh- 
ed laws and rights, and to ex- 
elude his fon Robert from the 
crown ; but the focceffion was 
deemed hereditary, after Stephen 
at lealt. The unanimous fenfe 
and approbation of the whole 
nation, and of all foreign ltates } 
in. the fucceffion of St. Edward, 
demo nitrates the legality of the 
proceedings by which he was 
called to the crown ; which no 
one either at home or abroad 
ever thought of calling in que- 
flrnn ; fo clear was the law or 
cultoin in that. cafe. The poflurc 
of affairs then required that the 
throne fhould be immediately 
filled before a Dane fhould ftep 
into it. Edward Atheling was 
abfent at a great diftance and 
unequal to the difficulties of the 
ftate; nor could matters bebroue-ht 
to bear that his arrival could 
be waited for. St. Edward after- 
ward fent for him with his whole 
family in 1054, and treated him 
as his heir; and after that prince's 

death, behaved towards his foil 
Edgar in the fame manner, who 
was alfo ilyled by him Atheling, 
or Adeling. The Greek title 
C/j/0, or llluilrious, given to the 
prince royal by our ancellors, 
was by them changed into the 
Saxon word Atheling, from 
yjiitl, Noble, the termination 
ing iignified a per fan's defcent, 
ac Maimeihury takes notice (h f- 
de Rf*. c. 3.) Thin Kdgnr'X? 

the foa of I: dear : ami "l 
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The heart of the. young prince feemed almofl: naturally weaned 
from the world by an early feeling experience of its falfliood, 
deceitfulnefs, and miferies. This alfoled him to feek comfort 
in the only, true channel, which is virtue and the divine love. 
Though educated in the palace of the duke of Normandy, he 
was always an enemy to vanity, pleafure, and pride : fo dili- 
gently did he fortify his mind againft the contagion of a court 
in which thefe vices reigned. The arms by which he triumphed 
over them were at the fame time the means by which he grounded 
his heart in the rootedhabits of the contrary virtues. From 
his infancy it was his delight to pray much, to afiift as often 
as pofiible at the divine facrifice of the altar, to vifit churches 
and-monafteries, and converfe' with the moil holy and perfect 
among the fervants of God.. He was modeft in his comport- 
ment, and fparing in his words 5 not out of ignorance or flow- 
nefs of parts, for all hiftorians afTure us, that in wifdom and 
gravity he much furpafTed his years ; but out of fincere humi- 
lity, love of recollection, and juft apprehenfion of the fnares 
and dangers 'of too great forwardnefs and volubility of fpeech. 
His character from his youth was the aggregate of all Chriftian 
and moral virtues; but that which particularly diftinguifhed 
him was an incomparable mildnefs and fweetnefs of temper ; 
the fruit of the moft fincere humility, and tender univerfal 
charity. By this teft of genuine virtue, and mark of the fpirit 
of our divine Redeemer, it manifeftly appeared how perfectly 
the faint was dead to himfelf. Ambition could find no place 
in a heart crucified to the world, and to all the falfe interefts 
of the paffions. He had learned in the fchool of Chrift how- 
empty, how falfe all worldly honours are, how heavy their 
burden is, and how grievous the charge that attends them. If, 
where a perfon has no other aim in them but what is directed 
to the honour of God, and the utility of others, they may be 

lawful and holy 5 it is a certain principle in morality that it 

is 



France, Merovtnfr and Carlov/V/g-, 
fon of Merovens and Charles. 

The fuelling of our faint's 
name \va3 altered upon his ac- 
ccfiion to the throne: till that 
time it is conftantly fpelled in the 
Saxon Chronicle Eadward, even 
two years before ; but in 104.2 
1-ulward, which is obfervable 
alfo in his coins; though Ead« 
round and Eadward are found in 

later MSS. This is one of the 



argumentB by which bifhopGib- 
fon (pre/.) fhews this chronicle 
to have been one of the publiclc 
regiflcrs which were written by 
perfons deputed to record all 
tran factions of the times, and 
preferved in the royal monafte- 
ries, as the Scoti-chronicon in- 
forms us. The Saxon chronicle 
ends in \ i 54. On it fee NicoJ- 

fon's Jinglifh Hiiiorical Libraiy, 
p. U-J. 
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is a moft fatal and criminal paflion for a pefon to reft in them, 
or to love them for themfelves, or to feek or pleafe himfelf in 
them. A man muft be grounded in perfect humility, and has 
need of an extraordinary ftrength and grace to bear the weight 
of honour, and not fuffer his heart to cleave to it. The height 
of dignity cxpofes fouls to great dangers, as the higheft trees 
are affailed by the greateft florms. So that a much greater 
virtue is required to command than to obey ; and a Chriftian 
ought to learn from the example which Chrift has fet us, 
that it is often the fafeft way to endeavour to fly fuch pods; 
and that no one ought to receive a place of honour, without 
being well aftured that it is the will of God that calls him to 
it, and without being refolved to Irue upon that pinnacle always 
in fear and trembling, by having conftantly the weight of his 
obligations, and the fear of the divine judgments before his 
eyes. Xhofe who open a door to any fecret ambition in their 
hearts, are juftly abandoned by God, who fays of them : The 
kings have reigned? but not by me : they have been princes? and 1 
knew it ?.ot (3). St. Edward was called to the crown by the 
right door, and placed by God on the throne of his anceflors, 
and had no views but to the advancement of the divine honour, 
and to the comfort and relief of a diftreffed people. So far was 
he from the lead fpark of ambition, that he declared he would 
by no means accept the greateft monarchy, if it were to coffc 
the blood of a fingle man. The very enemies of the royal fa- 
mily rejoiced to tee Edward feated on the throne. All were 
molt defirous, after fo much tyranny, wars, and bloodfhcd, to 
have a faint for king, in whom piety, j 11 ft ice, univerfal bene- 
volence, and goodnefs would reign, and direct all pubiick 
councils. Willi the incredible joy of the whole kingdom he 
was anointed and crowned on Eafter-day, in 1042, being 
about forty years old. 

Though he afcended the throne in the moft. difficult times of 
diffraction and commotions, both foreign and domcflick, and 
by his piety and fimplicity might feem fitter for a cloiflcr than 
Inch a crown, yet never was any reign more happy. '1 he 
very Danes that were fettled in England, loved, re I peeled ami 
feared his name ; and to him it was owing, that though they 
had looked upon England as their own by a pietended fight 01 
o>wjui'ft, and though they were fo numeious as to be able to 
hohi the whole nation in the moft b.wbaious lubjcflioii for 
i m ly ) e«ii s pcifi, ,.nJ filled the kingdoms of Nor thuudxi land, 
Mr 1 1},!, and 1 he Kafl- Angles with their oionies, )tt tky 

made jjol the lean oppoftuon or diiitu bance a and hc»:u di«t 

tunc 

(3) Oil, viii. 
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time were never more mentioned in England. It is certain, 
from the filence of all our hiftorians, that no malTacre was 
made of them by the Englifh in the reign of St. Edward, as 
pontanus, the Danifh hiftorian, pretends. Such an attempt 
could not but have been as dangerous as it would have been 
barbarous and unjuft ; and muft have made a much greater 
noife than that which happened under Ethelred II. when their 
power and numbers were much lefs. Nor is it to be doubted 
but, mingling with the EngHfli, they became incorporated with 
them : except Tome who might from time to time return into 
their own country. Sweno, Icing of Norway, fon of Canute 
the Great, equipped a fleet to invade England. Edward put 
his kingdom in a good pofture to repulfe him., and fent Gulinda, 
a niece of Canute's, into Denmark, left by flaying in England 
fhe might favour the invafion. In the mean time another 
Sweno, king of Denmark, made an irruption into Norway, 
which obliged the Norvegian to. lay afide his expedition againfl: 
England ; and he was foon after dethroned by Magnus, the 
fon of Olaus the Martyr, whom Canute the Great had ftripped 
of Norway. In 1046, certain Danifh. pirates, in twenty-five 
vefTels, landed firfl at Sandwich, then on the coafts of EfTex ; 
but the vigilance of Godwin, Leofrick, and Siward obliged 
them to leave this ifland in peace : nor did they ever return 
again. This happened a little above two hundred years after 
their firfl tnvafion in the reign of Egbert, about the year eight 
hundred and thirty (£). 

The only war the faint ever undertook was to reftore Mal- 
colm king of Scotland, to which a glorious victory immediately 
put an end : and we have feen that the only attempt which was 
ever formed againfl him by the Danes failed of itfelf. At home 
carl Godwin, and fome other ambitious {pints, complained he 
keptfcveral Normans, whom he had brought over with him, about 
his pcrfon. But the holy king with great prudence brought 
them to reafon, or obliged them to leave his dominions for a 
time, without bloodfhed ; fo that the little clouds which began 
to gather in his time, were immediately fcattered without nn- 
broiling the flate. A feniible proof how formidable the a flec- 
tion 



('>) For this deliverance from 
tin: Dane:; the felliwil of Hoc- 
li-lo, or Hoti^lnuiL', is thought to 
have formerly been kept in Kng- 
I'tn'l as a dav of reioicnv on Uio 
t'Ui of June, or on (lie Wednel- 

S^y on vvhicli 1 lard i Canute died. 



It was celebrated with dancing 
and drawing c..",d r» » i - » ' ihc 
highway, i*o l L ■ ► } i j>coj>i Hi trey 

paid ionie ni.ii»ev- tiet: J >ua 
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tion of a- whole people renders a prince, and how great a 
happinefs it is to a nation when- a king who is truly the father 
of his fubje&s, reigns in their hearts. The example of St. 
Edward's virtue had a powerful influence over many that were 
about his perfon in teaching them to curb their paflions. It 
is frequently the ambition of fovereigns which awakens that of 
their fubjecls : and a love of riches fharpens a violent love of 
vanity and- luxury, and produces pride, which paflions break 
forth in various vices, which weaken, undermine and deftroy 
a ftate. No prince ever gave ftronger or more conftant proofs 
than St. Edward of a heart entirely free from that canker. He 
feemed to have no other defire than to fee his people happy, 
and to eafe their burdens ; and no prince fedms ever to have 
furpafled him in his companion for the neceflities of others. 
Having no inordinate paflions to feed, he knew no other ufe 
or* money than to anfwer the obligations of jultice, to recom- 
penfe the fervices of thofe that deferved well of the ftate, and 
to extend his liberality to monafteries and churches, and above 
all to the poor. He delighted much in religious foundations, 
by which the divine fervice and praifes might be perpetuated on 
earth to the end of time: but he would never think of plun- 
dering his people to rails thefe publick ftru&ures, or to fatisfy' 
bis profufe alms. His own royal patrimony fufficed for all, 
Jit that time kings had their eftates : taxes were not railed ex- 
cept in time of war or on other extraordinary emergencies (c). 
St. Edward never found himfelf under any neceffity of having 
jtcourfe to fuch burdenfome methods. He remitted the 
Danegelt, which in his father's time had been paid to the 
Daniih fleet, and had been ever after paid into the royal 
exchequer. On a cerrain occafion the lords of the kingdom 
uudcrllanding that the king's exchequer had been exhaufted by 
his excefiive alms, raifed upon their vaflals a large fum un- 
known to him, and one Chriftrnas begged , his majefty to ac- 
cept that free prefeiu of his grateful fubje&a to clothe his J'ol- 
diers, and defray other publick expences. St. Edward* iur- 
prifed to fee fuch a heap of money gathered into his exchequer, 
returned his thanks to his afTedtionate fubjecls, but exprefled a 
great abhorrence of what he called a pillaging of the poor, 
and commanded that it fhould be returned every farthing to 

» thole 



(c) Tmpofitions of taxes were 
iri'dc regular in the reigns of 
Kdward I J I. in England, nnd 
Philip of Valois in Krance. Sec 
in the ingenious liiftory of 



Taxes the gradual pr ogre Is that 
has been made in them. 1 « fi 
great ellates of the crown h a v « 
been for the gieateit part alkna- 
.ted. 
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thofe that had given it. His great alms and anions of pious 
liberality {hewed what the foie retrenching of Juxury and fu- 
perfluity may do. His whole deportment fhewed how much 
he was matter of himfelf. He was. never morofe, never apr- 
peared tranfported with anger, puffed up with vanity or fond 
of pleafure. His cpnv.erfation was agreeable, and accompa- 
nied with a certain maje% ; and he delighted much to (peak 
of God and fpiritual things. 

St. Edward had conceived from his youth the greateft efteein 
and love for the precious treafure of purity, and prefer v^d this 
virtue both in mind, and .body without ftain. St. Aelred tefti- 
fies, that in his youth;, through the warmth of his conftitution, 
the fubtle artifices of the devii, and the liberties of a .court ia 
which he lived a ftranger, he fuftained violent auaults ; but re- 
filled this enemy fo manfully, that in all his battles he was glor 
rioufly triumphant. Humility, a life of prayer and mortifica- 
tion, a diligent flight of all dangerous occafions, and the prac- 
tice of all manner of good works v/ere the weapons by whicL 
he diligently armed himfelf againft thefe temptations. Bear- 
ing always in mind that, A maris enemies are thofe of bis own. 
houjhold? he chaftifed his body by an abfternious life in the 
midft of dainties for to pamper it on fuch occafions is as if 
when a houfe is on fire, a man mould throw dry wood on the 
flames. He watched all the avenues of his foul, keeping his 
eyes and his other lenfes under the ftri&eft reftraint, and an 
habitual government, that they mould never fteal any unguarde 
ed glances or other dangerous liberties; and he fhunned all fu- 
perfluous " converfe with perfons of the other fex, from 
which at leaft the fecret corners of the heart contract forne*- 
thing which impairs that perfection of purity, by which the 
affections are entirely (hut up againft all creatures, and rendered 
fit to invite the embraces of the heavenly fpoufe. His triumph 
feemed by rooted victorious habits both of purity and of humi- 
lity, and thofe other virtues by which it is preferved, to be be- 
come eafy and fecure, when being placed on the throne, he 
tvas intreated both by his nobility and people to take a royal 
confort. Earl Godwin whofe immoderate power and wealth 
fecmcd to raife him above the level of his fellow fubjc&s, 
rnoved every engine to make the choice fall upon his daughter 
Edgitha, a lady totally unlike her father, being mod: remark- 
ably virtuous and abftemious ■ for beauty, underflanding and 
all accomplifliments fhe was the miracle of her lex. Edward 
feeing that reading, fludying and devotion were her whole de- 
light, hoped flic would be eafily engaged to become his wi.f« 
upon condition always to live in holy virginity, in imitation 

of the Mother of God and St. Jofcph $ it not being in his 

power. 
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power otherwife to marry, he having long ago confecrated 
himfelf to God by a vow of perpetual chaftity, as St. Aelred 
allures us. The good king earneftly recommended the matter 
to God, joining much fafting and almfdeeds to devout prayer, 
before he difclofed his purpofe to the virgin. She readily af- 
i'ented to. his religious defire, fo that being joined together in 
holy wedlock they always lived as brother and. fitter, and their 
example was afterward imitated by St. Henry and St. Elzear. 
To afcribe this refolution of St. Edward to an averfion to earl 
Godwin, is a (lander repugnant to the original writers of Sr. 
Edward's hiftory, and to the character of his virtue, with 
which fo ftrange a refentment, and fo unjuft a treatment of a 
.virtuous lady whom he had made his queen, would have been 
very inconfiftent. Godwin was the richeft andgreateft fubjeft 
in the realm : Canute had made him general of his army, and 
earl of Kent, and had given him in marriage, not his lifter, as 
Tyrrel and fome others miftake, but his fifter-in-law, or the 
fitter of count Ulpho, his brother-in-law, as Pontanus calls 
her. He was afterward, high treafurer, and duke of WeftVSex, 
that is, general of the army in all the provinces that lay fouthof 
Mercia, then called Weft-Sex. That part of his eftates in Kent 
which was over-flowed by the fea, retains from him the name 
of Godwin-fands. An unbounded ambition made him often 
trample on the moft facred laws divine and human. Swein, 
his youngeft fon being convidled of having offered violence to 
a nun, was banifhed by St. Edward into Denmark, but par- 
doned fome years after. Godwin for repeated difobedience and 
treafons was himfelf outlawed, unlefs he appeared according to a 
fummons lent him, before the king at Glocefter, who had af- 
fembled there an army under the earls Leofrick arid Siward. 
Godwin refufed to fland his trial, and returning from Flanders 
whither he had fir ft fled, marched with an armed force to- 
wards the king. But Edward whofe army was much fuperiour 
in ftrength, through the mediation of certain friends, pardoned 
him in 1053, anc * reftorcd him to his eftates and dignity. Du- 
ring the rebellion of Godwin it was judged neccllary that the 
queen his daughter fliould be confined in the nunnery of Ware* 
.well 3 left her dignity might be made ufc of to encourage or 
give countenance to the vaflkls and friends of the earl {d). 

Notwith- 



( r/) From this cirenmftance 
fome moderns falfcly pretend 
that the Icing had an nverfion to 
his queen. Whereas the hiflo- 

rians who wrote nearcft that 



time, aflurc ns, that he always 
treated her as queen and with 
.the higheft regard and tender- 
nefs, no wnf imputing to h cr 

the crimes of her f ather. '1 lv,s 

fhort 



St- E D W A R D, C. 



253 



# 1 T y 

Notwithftaricling this precaution of ftate prudence, from the re^ 
gard v/hich St. Edward fhewed to his queen even after the 
death of earl Godwin, - and when the king lay at the point of 
death, it is evident that, they had for each other the moft affec- 
tionate and fincere efteerh, and tender chafte love. 

Many actions of; king^ in publick trials and certain affairs of 
ftate are rather the actions of their council than their own. 
This is fometimes neceffary that no room be left to fufpecl: that 
fcandalous publick crimes are by an unjuft connivance palled 
over with impunity, or that any eflential part of the duties and 
protection which a prince owes his people, is neglected. This 
accounts, in fome meafure, for the good king's behaviour to- 
wards his mother, in the famous trial which fhe underwent. 
The fact is related by Rrompton (4), Knyghton (5), Harpsfield, 
and others, though no mention is made' of it by Ingulphus, 
or any others who lived neareft the time. Certain wicked 
men who defir'ed to engrofs alone the confidence of the king, 
and the entire adrniniftration of the government, fet their wits 

to 



(4) Chron. inter 10 Scriptor. (5) De Eventibus Angli 

p. 2329. 
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Ihort removal of her perfon from 
court was an action of ftate pru- 
dence, the circumftances of 
which cannot be known at this 
diitance of time ; nor can we 
judge better of it than from the 
known characters of thofe who 
were the authors- of it. No 
i'ooner was her father pardoned 
but flie was recalled to court, 
and all refpect {hewn her, as 
formerly. Had there been any 
coldnefs between her and the 
king he would have certainly 
treated her othcrwife. He par- 
doned the father perhaps as 
much on her account ay out of 
motives of clemency. Leofrick 
and Si ward were an overmatch 
tor Godwin in power, and the 
weaknefii of his efforts in this 
rebellion (hews his attempt to 
have been no Jefs ram than 
wicked, in which his own vaf- 
folfi would probably have for fa- 



ken him. Leofrick and Si ward 
were both perfons eminent for 
virtue and prudence, the former 
one of the wife ft, moft munifi- 
cent and religious ftatefmen, the 
latter one of the braveft and 
moft experienced foldiers this 
ifland ever produced. When 
Swein or Sueno, Godwin's fon, 
had offered violence to a nun, 
in 1046, the father's power was 
not fufficient to protect him ; 
though after he had been long 
an exile in Denmark, the father 
being fupportcd by the joint fup- 
plications of Leofrick and others 
that were at the head of affairs, 
obtained his pardon. But for a 
murder of count Bcorn his kinf- 
man he was afterward obliged 
to go a pilgrimage to Jerufalem, 
and from Milan thither barefoot; 
He died in Lycia on his return 
in 1052. 
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to work to invent fome wicked- plot for ruining the queen 
mother in the opinion of the king. Ambition puts on every 
lhape to obtain its ends, and often fiiffers more ; for the devil 
than would gain a high crown in heaven. Thefe courtiers 
could play the hypocrites, and had no hopes of furprifing the 
religious king but under fome pretence of ,piety. Queen Emma 
often faw Alwin, the pious bifliop of Winchefter, by whofe 
ad vied fhe governed her conference. She was therefore accufed 
of having had criminal converfation with him. Her chaftity 
muft have been very perfect and very wary, that calumny itfclf 
could find no other but fa holy a man to faften upon. Robert 
archbifhop of Canterbury, formerly abbot of Jumiege, whom 
Edward had brought over with him from Normandy, was 
drawn into a perfuafion of her guilt. H?r enemies loaded her, 
moreover., with inve£tives and accufations for having con fented 
not only to marry Canute, the enemy of her former hufband^ 
family 9 but alfo to have- favoured Hardicanute to the prejudice 
of the right of her children by her firft hufhand, and of the 
whole Saxon line, to whofe exclufion from all {hare in the 
kingdom fhe confented in the articles of this fecond marriage, 
agreeing that the crown of all England ftiould be fettled on 
her iffue by Canute ; though Canute himfelf altered this fettle- 
men t by will, fo far as to leave only Denmark to Hardicanute, 
and England to Harold whom he . had by a former wife or con- 
cubine : for he looked upon his p'ofTeffion of England as found- 
ed in the right of conqueft. The law of nations allows this 
to give a title when it is in itfelf juft, or the fruit of a juft 
and necefTary war which a prince undertook after all other 
ways of doing juft ice to his people and crown had been tried 
and failed, and which he always carried on in the difpontions 
of peace the moment he could obtain the juft rights he was 
-obliged to purfue by that violent method. But Canute's pof- 
feflion, efpecially of Weft-Sex (under which name was then 
comprifed alfo Suflex and whatever lying on the South- fide of 
the Thames was by Canute's partition left to the Englifh Sax- 
ons) was an unjuft ufurpation; and for Emma voluntarily to 
concur to the exclufion of the rightful heirs was an inexcufable 
and unnatural flep, for which only her repentance could atone. 
To this charge, however, Edward fecmcd altogether infenfiblc; 
and perhaps never was any man more remarkably fo, even 
towards ftrangcrs, with regard to private or perfonal injuries. 
The accufation of facrilege and incontinency difturbed him? 
and filled him with horrour and grief beyond mcafure, being on 
the one fide unwilling to believe fo atrocious a crime, and on 
the other afraid of conniving at fuch a fcandal. He therefore 
fuftercd the biftiops to take cognizance of the caufe in an affem- 
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bly which they held at Winchefter : and in the mean time the 
bifhop was confined in that city, and Emma in the royal nun- 
nery of Warewell in Hamplhire. In the fy nod feveral bifhops 
wifhed, to the king's great fatisfaclion, that the caufe might be 
dropped : but the arch bifhop of Canterbury infilled fo warmly 
on the enormity of the fcandal, and the neceffiry and obligation 
of penance and a publick reparation, that the fynod was work- 
ed up to the fevereft refolutions. The injured queen could only 
have recourfe to God like another Sufanna, againft the malice of 
her perjured accufers, and in proof of her innocence, trufting in 
him who is the protector of the opprefTed, ofFered herfelf to 
the trial of Ordeal (d). Accordingly, after the. night had been 
fpent in imploring the divine protection through the intercef- 
iion of St. Swithin, queen Emma walked blindfold and bare- 
foot over nine red-hot ploughfhares, laid in St. Swithin's church 
in Winchefter, without receiving the lead hurt, fo that when 
(he was gone over them fhe afked, how far fhe was from her 
purgation ? Upon which her eyes were uncovered, and look- 
ing behind' her upon the ploughfhares which fhe had paffed 
over, fhe burn: into praifes of God fcr her wonderful deliver- 
ance (6). The king who, anxious for the event, had not 
ceafed all this while earneftly to recommend it to God, feeing 
this teftimony of heaven in favour of the innocence of his dear 
mother, full of gratitude to her deliverer, caft hirhfelf at her 
feet, begged pardon for his fault of credulity, and in fatisfac- 
fcion received the difcipline from two bifhops who were prcfent* 
Vol. IV. Ct In 

J 

(6) Brompron, Knyghton, Tho. Rudborne, &c. See Harpsfield, 
Parker in vit. Roberti archiep. Alford ad ann. 1047. 



(d) Ordeal is derived from, 
the Saxon O, great, and Deal, 
Judgment (See John Stiernhook, 
1. 1. Jure Sueonum Vcttijlo, c. 8. 
Hicks, Diffcrtatio Epiftol. p. 149. 

Alfo Spelman and Du Cangc's 
Gloffarics, both in the new edit.) 
This trial was inftituted to come 
at the truth of facts not fuffici- 
emly proved. Firft, the per foil 
accufed purged himfelf by oath, 
ii the judge and accufer admit- 
ted hi 111 to oath, and thought 
this facia factory ; fomctimes tiiis 
oath was confirmed by twelve 
others called Compurgators, who 

hvore they believed it true. In 



trials where the oath was not ad- 
mitted, the great purgation was 
ordered : this was of three forts : 
the ill, by red-hot iron (which the 
perfon accufed held in his hand 
or walked over barefoot), the 
2d, by boiling water, into which 
a perfon dipped his hand as far 
as the wriir, or elbow to take out 
a ilonc ; the 3d, by cold wa- 
ter, or fwimming perfons, which 
practice was chiefly ufed in pre- 
tending to difcover wi'/ards and 
witches; and whereas it was ori- 
ginally employed only by judges, 
it became in the reigns of Jamej 
X. and the two Charles' 1 * in fre- 
quent 
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In acknowledgement for this miraculous favour he beftowed on 
the church of St. S within at Winchefter the ifle of Portland 
and three manors : queen Emma gave to it nine manors, and 

bifhop 



quent ufe among the .common 
people. See the notes on 
Hudibras, and Hutchefon a- 
gainft Witchcraft. By the MS 
hiftory of* 'miracles performed at 
the fhrine of St. Thomas of Can- 
terbury, wrote in the reign of 
Henry II. it appears that the 
king's forefters and other officers 
and country judges, at that time 
frequently made u'e of this trial 
of water in examining criminals. 
On the prayers, falls, &c. that 
preceded and accompanied the 
adminiftration of Ordeal trials 
fee various forms tranferibed 
from Text us Rofftns* in the end 
of the Fafciculus Kerum publ idl- 
ed by Mr. Brown. Such trials 
are allowed by the laws of king 
Edgar, c. 24..- 62, and his fuc- 
ceflburs to the end of the Con- 
queror's reign, though Agobard, 
the learned archbidtop of Lyons 
who died in 840, and is honour- 
ed ac Lyons among the faints on 
the fixth of June, wrote a book 
Againft the Judgments of God, 
wherein he proves fuch trials to 
be tempting God, and contrary 
to his law, and to the precepts 
of charity. See his works pub- 
lidied by Baluzu (T. i.p. 301.) 
Thefe trials were condemned by 
the council of Worms in 829. 
See on them Baluzc [CapituL Re- 
gum Franc. T. 2. p. 639, 694.) 

Goldaft, [Con/lit, 1 viper. T. 2. p. 

301.) and chiefly Dom Bernard 

Pck, C /lui'cdotortAiii c fbrfam us No- 
*vus % Attgufla: Vindelic. sfu. 1721. 

T. 2. part z. p. 6^, 64.8.) 
Alexander II. formerly the Con- 
queror's own ghottly father, ab- 
folutely forbad them by a decree 
extant [Caufa 2. quevj}. 5, c» 7.) 



A council at Mentz, in 847, 
having enjoined the ordeal of 
ploughfhares to fufpe&ed fer- 
vants, pope Stephen V. con- 
demned it in an cpiltle to 
the biihop of Mentz (Cavfiz, 
qucvjl. 5 . c. 20). All fuch iri,is 
were before condemned by St. 
Gregory the Great (Cop. /(/,«- 

na.771. c. 2. qu. 5.). Such p. attics 
for which there is no warrant 
- of a divine inftitution, or promifc 
of a fupernatural interpofition, 
are fuperllitious and tempting 
God. They fprang up among 
the Northern nations, bat wers 
condemned by the fee of Rome 
whenever any notice of them 
reached it. The firfl legal pro- 
hibition of Ordeal mentioned by 
Sir £L Spelman in England, is 
in a letter from king Henry 111. 
to his juftices itinerant in the 
North, in the third year of his 
reign : tome great lawyers fay 
it was lupprefled by acl of par- 
liament that year. (See John- 
fon's E-ngli/b Camus Jn. 1065.). 
A purgation by oath was called 
in law Legal Purgation \ that of 
ordeal Vulgar Purgation. (Sec 
Gonzales in Deer eta/a). Where 
thefe trials prevailed by the func- 
tion of certain particular bifiiops, 
examples are recorded or God 
favouring the funplicity and pie- 
ty of fome potions with a mira- 
culous protection of the inno- 
cent. Of this, among!! others, 
51 remarkable in (lance is record- 
ed in the monk Peter, firnaniw 
Igncu3, at Florence, in 1067. 
(bee Macqucr, i'leury. Sic. 1.6'. 
n 27. P. 185. T. 1 3-). f >ur P' 



tions by {ingle combats of w 

accufcr and the accufed pc" ott 

\vcr? 
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bifliop Alwyn nine others according to the number of plough- 
shares, which 'were kept as a memorial in that monallery. 
The archbifhop Robert returned to Normandy, and retired to 
his rnonaftery of Jumiege, after having firfl: in penance per- 
formed a pilgrimage to St. Peter's tomb at Rome. The king 
commanded all his mother's goods and efLitcs which had been 
feized, to be reftored to her. She afterward died at Winchefter 
in 1052. The folio v/ing year was rfni..rkable for the death 
of earl Godwin who fell down dead whiJft' i"<-: was at iup~ 
per with the king at Winchefter (y) or according" to Bromp- 
ton (8) at Windfor, in 1053. Ralph of Difle, Lrompton 
2nd others fay, that thinking the king frill harboured a fufpi- 
cion of his having been the contriver of his brother Alfred's 
death, he wifhed that if he was guilty he might never fwallow 
a moifel of meat which he was putting into his mouth ; and that 
he was choaked with it. This circumtfance, however, is not 
mentioned by Ingulf, who wrote foon after. Harold fucceed- 
ed his father Godwin in the earldom of Kent* and in his other 
dignities (<?)-. Griffith, prince of South Wales, having made 
inroads into Herefordfhire, the king ordered Harold to. curb 
him, which he executed. This Griffith fome years after was 
taken prifoner and put to death by* Griffith ap-Shewelyn, king 
or priiice of North Wales, who fent his head to Harold, and 
prdents to king Edward, who was fo generous as to beflow 
the kingdom of the former which his troops had conquered, 
on the late prince's two brothers Blechgent and Rithwalag* 

Q_2 who 

(7) Ralph of Difie, in chron. p. 476, &c. (8) p. 944. 



were infHtuted by the Burgundi- 
ans, introduced in England by 
the Conqueror, and continued 
later than Henry III, though 

always condemned at Home. 
(e) Such dignities were at 

that time titles of high offices 
and governments. The Roman 
emperouvs had in their courts, 
betides feveral great oflicers of 
the flatc, certain {'elect noble- 
men who were called the Com- 
panions of the emperour, Co/uitcs 
impertitorh. Suetonius mentions 
them na early as the reign of 
Tiberius. Conllantine the Great, 
having formed the government 

°* the empire upon a new mo- 



de], gave to many officers of 
his court the title of Count, as 
the Count of the privy purfe, of 
the liable, &c. alio to many go- 
veinours abroad, as the Count 
of the Eaft, &c. Thofe who 
had the command of the armies 
in a certain country were called 
dukes or generals, as the Duke 
of Egypt. Pepin, Charlemagne 
and all the other Carlo vjngian 
princes, gave the{e titles, though 
at fir ft very rarely, to fome 
whom they veiled with a limited 
and dependent kind of fove- 
reiguty in fome country. Thus 
Charlemagne created a duke of 

Bavaria. Feudatory laws were 

unknown 
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who fwore allegiance to Edward (8). In 1058 the king fuf. 
fered a great lofs by the death of the pious and moft valiant 
earl Siward. So great was this foldier's pafiion for arms that 
in his agony he regretted as a misfortune his dying on his bed. 

like 

(8) See Echard'sHifL of Engl. T. i.p. 122. and Percy Enderfe 

Britilh and Welfh Hiilory, p. 215. 



unknown to the, world till 
framed by the Lombards in Ira. 
ly, the firft authors of feuda- 
tory lands and principalities. 
Pepin and Charlemagne began 
to introduce fomething of them 
an Germany and France, where 
they were afterward exceedingly 
multiplied in the reigns of weak 
princes, and by various acci- 
dents. The emperour Otho I. 
inftituted the title of count, 
duke, &c. which till then had 
denoted high pofts of command 
and jurifdiclion, to be frequent- 
ly borne merely as badges of 
honour, and to be hereditary in 
illuftrious families : which ex- 
ample was immediately copied 
in France and other kingdoms. 
In England the Saxon title and 
office of ealderman of a coun- 
try was changed in the ninth 
sige into the DanUh title of Earl: 
which office was of ita own na- 
ture merely civil : the military 
govemour or general of the ar- 
my was called by the Saxons 
Heartogh : which title is given to 
Heggiit, &c. in the Saxon Chro- 
nicle, and was afterwards ex- 
changed for that of duke. On 
thefe earls or viceroys fometimes 
a kind of limited fovereignty was 
conferred. Such was bellowed 
by Alfred on his fon-in-law E- 
thelred, Ealderman or earl of 
Mercia. as William of Mahnef- 
buiy teltitics. A homage being 
referved to the king, thefe pro- 
vinces were itili regarded as 



members or diftricls of the king, 
dom, though fuch earls wen: a 
kind of petty kings. Undci our 
Norman kings fuch fovcreign 
earldoms or dutchics were dii- 
tinguifhed among us by the epi- 
thet of Palatines. The kinza 
of France of the third race made 
feveral governments hereditary 
under the title of Counties, &c. 
referving to the crown fome 
homage or acknowledgement as 
for fiefs. The Normans intro- 
duced hereditary titles of ho- 
nour in England, fubftituting ba- 
rons inftead of king's Thanes, 
who long held capital eitates 
and vaffalages in fee. Earls and 

dukes frequently retained long 
after this fome jurifdiclion in 

the counties which gave them 
their honours. I have had in 
my pofiefiion an original MS or- 
dinance of John Talbot, carl 
of Shrewfbury, in which, by an 
adt which is called perpetual, he 
commands that every inufician 
who lira 11 play on any inilrunienc 
within the limits of his county 
of Salop, fhall pay a fmall funi 
to a certain chapel of our Lady, 
under pain of forfeiting their in- 
struments, with other ordinances 
of the like nature. This pious 
and excellent nobleman was kill- 
ed at Northampton fighting for 
Henry VI. in 1460, and was 
buried in St. Mary's chapel in 
the church of .St. Cmhheit at 
Worklbp, as is mentioned by 
Rob, Glover (in Gencal. ijknm 
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like a cow, and calling for his armour, expired as foon as he 
had it on. The year before, by the king's orders, he had led 
an army into Scotland, with which he difcomfited the ufurper 
Macbeth, and reftored Malcolm IIL to the throne. In this 
war, upon receiving news that his fon was killed in the battle 
a<rainft Macbeth, he only aflced whether he was wounded be- 
fore or behind, and being afilired that he fell fighting valiantly, 
and was wounded before, he comforted himfelf, faying he 
wifhed not a more "glorious death for his fon or himfelr (9). 
It is rare for fo ftrong an inclination to arms to be under the 
influence and direction of virtue; which, however, was the 
character of this brave foldier. He was buried in the monaf- 
tcry of St. Mary at York (10). The earldom of Northum- 
berland was given firft to Tofti, a fon of the late earl Godwin j 
and lie being foon after banifhed for his oppreffions and crimes, 
to Morkard, a grandfon of Leofric, earl of Mercia or Chefter. 
The death of Siward was followed by that of Leofric, who 
was the moft prudent and religious councellor of St. Edward, 
being for his wifdom the Neftor of his age, and by his piety 
a perfect model of chriftian perfection. His immenfe charities 
to the poor, the great number of churches which he repaired 
or built, and the great monaftery which he founded at Co- 
ventry, were publick monuments of his zeal and beneficence, 
which virtues were proved genuine by his finccre humili- 
ty and devotion. The exemptions and privileges which his 

Q.3 



pious 



(9) Brompton In chron. 



(ro) Ibid, 



Comitum) and .Thorcton in his 
Nottinghamshire, kee Scldcn, 
On Tii/es of Honour Op. vol- 2, 
A Kb, Jmus i slnglormn, on Eng- 

lilh Dillin&ions of Honour, vol. 
3. and Spel man's Glofl'ary, eei* 

V0-V[(f. 

The title of Dominus appeared 
at fivfl: fo infolcnt and haughty 
that Auguftus and Tiberius 
would not allow it to be given 
them. Caligula firft aflumud it. 
Shortly after it was given, not 
. only to empcrours, but like wife 
to all govcrnours and courtiers. 
In Krahcc it was long given 
only to kings ; and the epithet 
ol Senior to noblemen, equiva- 
lent to the Hnglifli Ealderman. 



F ro m Dominus \v as d e r i ved Da m , 
which in France was long ufed 
only of God and the king. 
At length it became common to 
all noblemen : but for fomc ages 
has been refevved to the fair fex. 
From Senior came Seigneur^ Sieur, 
Sire, and M*])irc. In .the reigns 
of Lewis XI I. and Francis I. in 
France Sire was a vulgar title 
whence our Engliih tf/r. Sire 
fmce that time has been appro- 
printed 10 the French kings. 
The Franks for many ages took 
no titles but the names of their 
manors or rcftdcncc, as of 
Hejilal, &c. See Glatigny, 
Ocuvrcs Pollhumes, Dtfcoun fur 
Us titrts d* honncttr. Paris, 1757* 
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pious and charitable lady Godiva obtained of him for the city 
of Coventry, have commended their memory to the lateft 
pofterity in thofe parts (n). In the pious and wife counfeis 
of this great man, St. Edward who mod frequently refided 
at Iflip, found his greateft comfort and fupport.. His fori Alf- 
gar was m*de duke of Mercia, but fell fliort of his father's 
reputation. 

The laws framed by St. "Edward were the fruit of his w'u\ 
dom, and of that of his councellors. Under the Heptarchy 
king Ethelbert in 602, and king Wihtrcd in 696 publiflicd 
laws or dooms for the kingdom of Kent: Ina in 693 fot* 
Weft-Sex, and OfFa about the year 790, for the Mercians( 12). 
After the union of the Heptarchy from thefe former Uws 
Alfred formed a new fhort code in 877 : Athelitan, Ed- 
mund, Edgar, and Ethelred did the like. Canute aJded 
feveral new laws. Guthrun, the Danifh king, who was bap- 
tized, and made an alliance with king Alfred, publifhed with 
him laws for the Danes who then ruled the Kaft-Ang!es and 
Northumbrians. Edward the Confeffor reduced all thefe laws 
into one body, with amendments and additions ; which code 
from this time became common to all England under the 
name of Edward the Confeflbr's Laws, by which title they 
are diftinguiftied from the pofterior laws of the Norman kings j 
they are flill in force as part of "the common law of Eng- 
land, unlefs In things altered by later ftatutes (/) : they -con- 
lifted in fhort pofitive precepts, in which judges kept clofe to 
the "words of the law, being not reafoned away either by the 
judges or advocates, fays Mr. Gurdon. In them puniflinicnts 
were very mild 3 fcarce any crimes were capital, and amcrci- 
merits and lines were certain, determined by the laws, not in- 
flicted at the will and pleafure of the judges. The publick 

peace and tranquillity were maintained, and every one's pri- 
vate 

(XI) Sec Brompton in chron. and Dugdalc's Warwickfliire by 
Lye. (12; See chefc laws extant in Sir H Spcl man's Concilia 
Brit, in Lombard, Saxon Leg. more cor reel in Wilkins, Cone. M. 
Britann. Sec alfo Hicks Djff. Epiil. Wheloc, and John fon's Ca- 
110 11 s . 



( f) The laws of Edward the 
Confeffor were with great folcm- 
nity conftimed by William the 
Conqueror in the fourth year 
of V WM'> reign (Cone. T. 9. p. 
'iW:d; r 1024). Thefe are com- 

: Ji5f*i fed in twenty - two articles. 



It appears by the partiality Iheivn 

to the Nor j nans that certain 
claufes were added by htm In- 
gulf, at the end of his hiiloiy 
of Crowland has inferred fifty 
other laws of the Confeflbr, 
merely civil, which aru publifhed 

by 
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vate property fecured. Not by the rigour of the laws, but by 
the feverity and diligence with which they were executed, 
and juflice adrniniftered. Whence Mr. Gurdon fays (13), 
" This king's religious and juft adminiftratiori was as much 
" or more valued by the people than the text of the laws." 
It is the remark of the fame ingenious author in another place 
(14), ct Edward the Confeflbr, that great and good legiflator, 
" reigned in the hearts of his people. The love, harmony 
" and good agreement between him, and the great council of 
cc the nation (g) produced Rich a happinefs as to be the mea- 

Q 4 " lure 



* * 



(13) Hiftory of the Parliament, T. 1. p. 47. (14) lb. p. 37. 



by Seidell ( Not. in Eadmer. Hi ft. 

Now. p. 116, 123.) Ihefe 

were alio ratified by the Con- 
queror, who, as Eadmer tefti- 
fiea [Hift. No-vor. 1. 1. p. 29.) af- 
terward introduced in England 
many Norman laws, though they 
are not now to be diftinguilhed 
from thofe of his fucceffours. 
Sir Thomas Craig, in his Cele- 
brated Jus Freudale obferves that 
the principal ftatutes of theEhg- 
lifh law are borrowed from the 
ufages of France, and princi- 
pally of Normandy (See J own* 
des Scav. 1716. p. 634). The 
Conqueror can fed thofe of the 

Confeflfor to be tranflated into 
French, in which language he 
would have caufes pleaded. 
For the Normans were at that 
time become French both by 
their language and manners. 

The great furvcy of all the 
lands, caftles, &c. in England 

was made by the Conqueror in 
the eighteenth or twentieth year 
of his reign, and two authentick 
conies drawn, one of which was 
lodged in the archives at Weft- 
nunflcr, the other in Winchefter 
cathedral, as Tho. Rudborncin- 
forms us (./wg/ facra, T. 1 . p. 

250O 1 his regiiler or furvcy 
called by the Englifh The Red 
Book, or more frequently Doms- 



day Book often quotes the ufages 
and fur ,r ey of Edward the Con- 
feiTor, as appears from the curi- 
ous and intereiling extract of 
Englifh - Saxon cuftoms copied 
from this MS by Mr. Gale [dngL 
Script. 1 5 . T. a p. 759). Alfred 
fir It made a general furvey, but 
this only comcrifed Shires Hun- 
dreds and Tenths or Tythings. 
The farvey of the Confeifor per- 
haps was of this nature. That 
of the Conqueror was made 
with the utmoft rigour and' fuch 
minute accuracy, that there 
was not a hyde of land (about 

fix ty- four acres) the yearly re- 
venue or rent whereof, and the 

name of the proprietor were not 
enregiflered, with the meadows, 
arable land, forelts, rivers, num- 
ber of cattle, and of the inha- 
bitants in towns and villages, 
&c. 

(g) The Wittena Gemot or 
Mycel Synod, that is, Council 

of the Witcs, or Great Council, 
was the aflembly of the States 
of the Nation. Mow far its au- 

t 

thority extended, or of what pcr- 
fons it was compofed, is much 
controverted. Its name derived 
from the \i'ites % feems only to 
imply the great Thanes or lords 
and governours : yet In a, Egbert, 
Alfred, Edgar, Canute, &c. in, 

the iv 
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*? fure of the people's defires in all fucceeding feigns ; the law 
* c and government of king Edward being petitioned for, and 
' v ftrenuoufly contended for, by the Englifli and Norman ba- 
cc rons." The faint's hiftoriaris relate as an in ft a nee of his 
extreme lenity and goodnefs, that as he feemed one day affeep 
in his chamber, he law a fervant boy come twice and fteal a 
,confiderable quantity of money out of a great fum which 
golioe, the keeper of his privy purfe had left expofed : and that 

when 



(heir charters and laws mention 
the permiflion, approbation and 
confent of the people : which 
fome take for an argument in fa- 
vour of the Commons having 
had a fhare in the great afTem- 
bly of the nation. The Con- 
queror had certainly no council 
by which he could be controll- 
ed in any thing. Neverthelefs, 
the ancient ftatutes concerning 
the holding the Parliament of 
England, alcribed in the preface 
to Edward the ConfefTor, are 
there faid to hare been correct- 
ed and approved by the Con- 
queror. In them is regulated 
the manner of affembling this 
court in twenty - five articles ; 
but it feems not to be doubted 
but feveral of them were added 
in pofterior reigns after the Con- 
queror. They are extant in 
iTAchery's Spicz leg turn, T. iz. 
p. 557. Though the name of 
1" arli anient was new and French, 
the court was looked ' upon in 
the wars of the barons as a re- 
storation of the great council of 
the nation under the h.nglifh 
Saxons, though douhtlefs the 
form was con fid cr ably altered. 
And the little mention that is 
made of this Wittcna Gemot in 
the Saxon Chronicle feems to 
indicate that its t ran factions were 
not then fo famous. As to the 
other . chief Englifli - Saxon 
Courts, the Shire - Gemot or 
frolic - Mote was. held twice a 



year to determine the caufesof 
the county. Jn it the bifhop and 
the ealderman prefided ; in the 
abfence of the former an eccle- 
fiaftical deputy, of the latter the 
high fher iff held their places. 
The Conqueror exeufed the 
bifliops from aflilting at this 
court : but they had their own 
court for ecclefiaftical matters.— 
Every Thane of the firfl: clafs 
had a court, in which he deter- 
mined matters relating to his 
vaifals. This was the original 
of the Court Baron under the 
Normans, though caufes which 
were formerly tried here, for 
near three hundred years are 
referved to the king's courts ; 
and thofe which were judged by 
the ealderman, or earl or his 
fherifF, &c. are long fince deter- 
mined by itinerant royal judges. 
The king prefided in his own 
court, and in his abfence the 
chancellor : to this lay appeals 
from all Shire -Gemots, &c In 
this court Alfred condemned to 
death forty- four judges of infc,- 
riour courts, convidted of ne- 
gledt in the adminiflration of 
julticc : though mild in his laws 
he was rigid in their execution. 
To this council of the king fuc-, 
cceded the court; of King\sBench, 
and Common Picas. See Lam- 
bard, On the Laws of the Jhid : 

ent I Engiijfri Sclden. Spelman, 
Somner, Drake, and particular- 
ly Squires. 
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when the boy came a third time, he only bad him take care, for 
Hugoline was coming, who if he caught him, would have him 
feverely whipped, and he would lofe his booty, When Hugoline 
came in, and burft into a rage for the lofs, the king bad him 
be eafy, f r the perfon who had taken the money, wanted it 
more than they did. Some moderns cenfu*re th^'s action. But 
we muft obferve that the king doubtlefs took all care that 
the thief fhould be made fenfible of his fin, and did not ima- 
gine he would return to the theft ; alfo that he regarded it mere- 
ly as a perfonal injury which he was always ready to forgive* 
and that this fingle private inftance of fuch a pardon -was not 
imprudent, or would have any influence on the adminiftration 
of publick juftice. Saints are always inclined to pardon perfir 
ml injuries ; and in thefe cafes eafily perfuade th,emfelves that 
lenity may be ufed without offending again ft prudence. No 
prince feems to have underftood better than St. Edward what 
he owed to the protection of his people, to the laws and to 
publick juftice ; in adminiftering which he walked in the ffeps 
of the great king Alfred, and propofed to himfelf as a model 
his feverity in infpecting into the conduct of his judges. Wil- 
liam the Baftard, duke of Normandy, came into England to 
pay a vifit to the king his coufin in 1052, the year before God- 
win's death, (bj, ' 



(b) The Norman hiftorians 
pretend that St. Edward, fome 
fay on that occafion, others be- 
fore he. was king, promifed to 
fettle upon him the kingdom of 
England ; others fay, he gave it 
him by will. But the whole 
feems a Norman ficlion to abate 
the national prejudices againft 
the Conqueror. Why was no 

, fach will or promife ever pro- 
duced ? How could Edward pre- 
tend to make an unprecedented 
alteration in the fettlement: 
and this without fo much as lay- 
ing it before the council of the 
nation ? On the contrary, he 
certainly called over his nephew 
Edward as his heir in 1057, ancl 

, thought of no other till Edward's 
death, which happened the fame 

- year, as our bell hiftorians agree. 
•Mter his death he treated Edgar 

i 1 

/ 
J 1 

k 



with the greatefl affection and 
diftinclion with no other view : 
gave him the title of Etheling 
or Edcling, appropriated to the 
heir of the crown, or at leall to 
princes of the blood, fays Speed. 
Brompton writes that " he loved 
" Edgar as if he had been his 
" own fon, and thought to leave 
" him the heir of England. " 
(inter 10 Script or, p. 946.^ The 
manner in which the fame au- 
thor mentions the difappointment 
of Edgar and chofe who favour- 
ed his ju/l caufe, by the u fur-pa- 
tio n of Harold, and again by 
the conqueft of, the Norman, e- 
vinces the fame (p. 957- 961.). 
St. Aelred (alias hthclred) mews 
clearly tins to have been the in- 
tention of St. Edward (i. ds G»l 
neat. Rfgum jJnglist' inter 1 o Sfe fit pr- 
ior* C L I- /. 3 66 ). The fame 

iiiav 
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St. Edward during his exile in Normandy had made a vow 
jfco perform a pilgrimage to St. Peter's tomb at Rome, if God 
Should be plealed ever to put an end to the misfortunes of his 
family. When he was fettled on the throne he began to pre- 
pare fuitable gifts and offerings to make to the altar of the 
2poftle, and to put things in order for his journey. For 
this purpofe he held a great council, in which he declar- 
ed his vow 3 and the ooligation he lay under of returning 
thanks in the beft manner he was able to the divine cle- 
jnency 5 propounded the beft methods to be taken for fecu- 
ring commerce and the publick peape, and affectionately 
comrnended all his dear fubjecls to the divine mercy and 
protection. The whole afTembly of the governours and chief 
men of the provinces made ftrong expollulations againft his 
defign ? They commended his devotion, but with tears 
yeprefented to him that the kingdom would be left expofed 
to domeftick divifions and to foreign enemies ; and had al- 
ready before their eyes {laughters, civil wars, armies of fierce 
Danes and every other calamity. The king was moved by 
their intreaties and reafons, and confented that the matter 
fhould be referred to Leo IX. who then fat in St. Peter's chair. 
Aelred, archbifhop of York, and Herman, biflhop of Win- 
chefter, with two abbots, were difpatched to Rome on this 
errand. The pope confidering the impoffibility of the king's 
leaving his dominions expofed to fuch grievous dangers and ca- 
lamities, difpenfed with his vow upon condition that, by way 
of commutation, he fhould give to the poor the fum he would 
have expended in his journey, and fhoiild moreover build or 
repair and endow a monaftery in honour of St. Peter. King 
Edward having received this brief, after due deliberation, pitch- 
ed upon a fpoc where to ere£t this royal abbey, Sebert, kin:* 
of the Eaft-Angles, nephew to St. Ethclbert, upon his con- 
verfion, founded the cathedral of St. Paul's in London, and 
alfo, according to Sulcard, without the walls on the Weft ot 
that city, a monaftery in honour of St. Peter called, Thorncy, 
where a temple of Apollo is faid to have flood in the time ot 



may be clearly proved from Tur- 
gor (who lived then in England, 
ivas afterward bifhop'of Sr. An- 
drew's in Scotland, and died at 
Durham in 1 1 1 5 ) alfo from For* 
dun, and even from the incon- 
tinent authors who fcem to give 
moll credit to this idle pretention 

of the Norman, who himfclf 



relied on no other title than that 
of conquetl. t Harold indeed, 
when ac fea he was drove ac- 
cidentally on the coalt of France, 
and was conducted to the duke, 
promifed him his interclr. to fit 
the crown on his head. Whence 
the guilt of perjury was compli- 
cated with his ufurpation. 
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the Romans, and to have been thrown down by an earthquake. 
But, from the filence of Rede, Mr. Widmore thinks this little 
monaftery was built fomething later, and by fome private per- 
fon. It is flrft mentioned in a charter of king Offa, in 785. 
This monaftery was called Thorney, and being deftxoyed by 
the Danes, was reftored by king Edgar. St. Edward, invite^ 
by the fituation and other circumftances, repaired and endowed 
the fame in a moft magnificent manner out of his own patri- 
mony, and obtained of pope Nicholas II. the moft ample ex- 
emptions and privileges for it, dated in 1 059(7). From its 
fituation it was called Weftminfter, and is famous for the coro- 
nation of our kings, and the burial of great perfons, and was 
at the diflblution the richeft abbey in England. William of 

Malmeftmry 



(?) Wefl.minftei>abbey was laft 
of all rebuilt in the reign of Hen- 
ry II I. ( ./idmore, p. 9. and 42.) 
Sir Chriltopher Wren complains, 

that the Norman architects, who 
had been accuitomed to work the 
loft Caen ftone, chofe here foft 
flone. like that of Rigate in . c urry, 
which takes in w ater,and when fro- 
zenjfcalesoffj whereas goodltone, 
like that of Burford in Oxford- 
fhire, gathers a emit, and de- 
fends itfclf. Hence thefe walls 
are much decayed and the Hones 
fall off in great fcales. Even in 
Henry the fevcnth'schapc^almoft: 
the fincfl Gothick piece of archi- 
tecture in the world, the tender 
Caen ftonc is already eaten by 
the weather. For the vicimtnde 
of heat and cold, drought and 
nioifhirc, rots materials ; whereas 
timber will bear conftant moilture 
or cold; otherwifc Venice and 
Amiterdam would fall. Sec Mr. 

Wid niorc's Hijlory of Weflmhifler- 
Abbey in 1751 ; alfo his Enquiry 
into the firjt foundation. This 
monaftery was converted by 
Henry VIII. into a collegiate 
chinch of canons, and in 1 541 
into an epifcopal fee, Thomas 
t hurley being the jfhort-livcd 



only bifhop. Queen Mary re- 
itored this abbey to the monks : 
queen Elizabeth, in 1560, made 
it a collegiate church, with a 
dean and twelve prebendaries, 
befides a great fchool, with forty 
king's or queen's fcholars. See 
Dugd ale's Monaflic. T. 1 . p. 95. 
S tow's Survey of Lo?idon and Weft~ 
minfter, from p. 497 to 525. 

Alfo Maitiand, Tanner-s Notitia 
Mofiaftic. Widmore's, Biftory of 

Wefl mi nflcr- Abbey, in 1 7 c I. On 

the profanations committed by 
the fanaticks in this church, fee 

Appendix to the Antiquities of 
Wtftminfler- Abbey, p. 6. 

"King "Edward the Confeflbr 
alfo bellowed fever a} clhucs on 
the epifcopal fee of Exeter, w k hich 
he creeled, or rather tfanflated 
from Crediton and Cornwall, 
which two fees he united ; and 
upon the death of Levvin, who 
was bifhop of them both, he 
nominated Leofrick full bifhop 
of Exeter in 1044, that thofe 
churches might not be exposed 
to the infults of pirates. See 
part of this king's charter for 
the erection of this fee in Ice- 
land's Itinerary 

S3- 
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Malmeftmry (15), St, Aelred, Brompton, and others relate? 
that St. Edward, whilft he refided in a palace near this church, 
cured an Irilhman, named Gillemichel, who was entirely a 
cripple, and was covered with running fores. The king carried 
him upon his back, and fet him down found, though Sulcard 
takes no notice of this miracle. The fame hiftprians mention, 
that a certain woman had a fwelJing in her neck, under her 
chin, full of corruption and exhaling a noifome fmell. Be- 
ing admoniflied in a dream, fhe addrefled herfelf to the king for 
his blefling. St. Edward warned the ulcerous fore,' and blefled 
it with the fign of the crofs : after which the fore burft, and 
cleanfed itfelf, and the patient was healed. Malmeftmry adds, 
that it was the conftant report of fuch as well knew the life 
of Edward, that he had healed many of the fame difeafe whilft 
he lived in Normandy. Hence was derived the cuftom of our 
kings touching for the cure of that fpecies of a fcrophulous tu- 
mour called the king's-evil. Peter of Blois, in 11 80, wrote 
in a letter from the court of Henry II. that the king had touched 
perfons in this manner (16). In the records of the tower it 
appears, that in 1272, Edward I. gave gold medals to thofe 
■whom he touched for this diflemper., as Mr. Becket acknow- 
ledges. Queen Elizabeth laid afide the fign of the crofs in the 
ceremony, in which {he was imitated by the three fucceeding 
kings, though they all continued the practice ; and Charles I. 
in 1650, by a pompous proclamation, invited all who flood in 
need of it, to repair to him, that they might be made partakers 
of the heavenly gift {k). 

King 

(15) L. 2. de Reg. c. 13. (16) Petr. Blef. ep. 150. as 

Clericos Aulx regise, 235. n. 6. See Alford, Annal. ad an. 1062. 



(k) That the kings of France 
cure the Strumas, or King's - 
Evil by their touch with the iign 
of the crofs, is confideptly af- 
' firmed by the bold critick Dr. 

Thiers (7V*. des Superfluous, L 6. 
c'4. p. xo6.) though he calls 
the like notion of the Seventh 
Son a vulgar errour (ib. p. 107.) 
which is confirmed by the author 
of the Rewarfo (ib.) in the Dutch 
edition. — Guibcrt of Nogent,in 

\ loo (!• I . de Pignor.Sajifi. c. 1. p. 

331 .) tells us, that king Lewis the 
Big cured the Struma by his touch 
with the fign of the crofs, which 



it fcems he had often feen him 
do. He adds, that this king's 
father Philip loft that privilege 
by his crimes ; and that ho 
knows that the king of England 
attempted nothing of that .kind. 
But herein a foreigner may have 
been mittaken. William of Nan- 
gis fays, that St, Lewis full ufed 
the fign of the cro.ls in touching 
fuch difcafed pcrfpns ; but it ap- 
pears from Guibcrt, that lie 
only reftoreu* the ufe of it. l 7 opc 
Bpnifacc,V]II.in his for bull the 
canonisation of St. Lewis, lays: 

" Among other miracles , 1"? 

" con- 
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King Edward refided fometimes at Winchefter, fometirnes 
at Windfor, or at London ; but moft ordinarily at Iflip in 
Oxfordfliire, where he was born (/). Formerly noblemen 
lived on their eftates amidft their tenants and vaffals, and only 
repaired to court on certain great feftivals, or when called by 
the king upon extraordinary occafions. Chriftmas being one of 
the chief feafts on which the nobility waited on the king, St. 
Edward, when the buildings were finiftied, chofe that folem> 
nity for the dedication of the new church at Weftminfter. The 
ceremony was performed with great devotion and the utmoft 
pomp, the bifhop and nobility of the whole kingdom aflifting 
thereat, as Sulcard teftifies. The king flgned the charter of 
the foundation, and of the immunities and privileges granted to 
this church, to which were annexed the moft dreadful fpiritual 
comminutions againfr. thofe who mould ever prefume to in- 
fringe the fame (m). Next to the prince of theapoftles this holy 
king had a fingular devotion to St. John Evangelift, the great 
model of holy purity and divine charity ; and it is related in 
his life, that he was forewarned by that glorious Evangelift of 

his 



ei conferred the benefit of health 
" upon thofe that were afflicted 
" with the kings-evil." Philip 
of Valois cured fourteen hundred 
of thefe patients. Francis I. 
touched for this difternper at Bo- 
logna, in prefence of the pope, 
in 1515, and whilft he was pri- 
foner in Spain. No one pretends 
that all that are touched are 
cured j for feveral are touched 
more than once, as F. Le Brun 
remarks, who maintains this pri- 
vilege to be miraculous (WJl. 

Critique des Stipe rjlit ions y 1. 4.). 

Patrkius Arniachanus (that is, 
Janfcnius of I p res) in his furious 
invedive againli ihc French, in- 
titled Mars C alliens, acknowlegcs 
this privilege in their kings. In 
Kngland, the learned Bradwar- 
din confidently ufcribes this pri- 
vilege to Edward III. (De Cau/d 
, />«. fol. 39.). Since the Revolu- 
tion, only queen Anne has touch - 
«1 lor this dillemper. Bromp- 
*»n. in 1198, is laid to be the 
Ml author who openly derives 

1 



this gift from Edward the Con- 
feflbr. 

(/) Mr. Hearne, our moft 
learned and inquiiitive antiqua- 
rian, in his edition of Leland's 
Itinerary, takes notice that the 
palace of St. Edward at Iflip 
ftood on the north-eaft fide, in a 
place itill called Court C/ofe, 
where the remains of a mote, 
though filled up, are flill viable. 
At fome diftance flood his chapel, 
Hill in being, though employed 
to a profane ufe. The font in 
which St. Edward was baptized 
at Iflip, is fliewn in the gardens 
of the late Sir George Brown, 
at Kiddington. 

(w) Edward the Confeflbr is 
faid to have been the fir ft king of 
England who uled a feal in his 
charters, &c. though fome think 
the feals appear broken off in fome 
charters of former reigns. This 
is the origin of the broad feal. 
Montfaucon exhibit* three or 
four rough feals found on fome 

of the charters of the Mcrovm- 

ciaiV 
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his approaching diflblution, in recompense of his religious de- 
votion* in never refufing any juft and reafonable requeft that 
was made him for the fake, or in the name* of that faint. The 
pious king, by his munificent foundation, hoped to ereft a 
ftanding monument of his zeal for the divine honour, and of hia 
devotion to the holy apoille St. Peter, and to eftablifh a femi- 
nary of terreftrial angels, by whom a perpetual holocauft of 
divine, praife and love might be paid to God with chafte affec- 
tions difengaged from the worlds and all earthly things, for all 
fucceeding ages, when he fhould be no longer on earth to 
praife God here hi mfelf : alfo by the fervour of many pious 
lervants of God he defired to fupply the detects and imperfec- 
tion of his own devotion in the divine love and fervice. At the 
fame time he renewed with the utmoft fervour the entire obla- 
tion, which he had never failed all his life continually to make 
of his heart, and of ail that he had or was to the divine glory, 
begging he might be made, through the divine mercy 4 an eter- 
nal facrifice of love. In thefe difpolitions, he lung with holy 
Simeon : Lord^ now letteft. thou thy fervant depart in peace. Be- 
ing taken ill before the ceremony of the dedication was over, 
he haftened the fame, and continued to aflift at it to the end. 
He then- betook himfelf to his bed, and by the moft perfect cx- 
ercifes of devotion and the facraments of the church, prepared 
himfelf for his paffage to eternity. - In his laft moments, feeing 
his nobles all bathed in tears round his bed, and his affectionate 
and virtuous queen fobbing more vehemently and weeping moie 
bitterly than the reft, he faid to her with great tendernefs: 
* c Weep not, my dear daughter ; I fhall not die, but Ihall 
<c live. Departing from the land of the dying, I hope to fee the 
tc good things of the Lord in the land of the living (17)" 
Commending her to her brother Harold, and certain other 
lords, he declared he left her an untouched virgin (n). He 

• calmly 

(17) Brompton in Chronic, p. 950. 



gian kings ; the old eft is one of 
Theodoric I. (Montf. Monument 
dc la Monarchic Frangoife^ 'V. 1 . 
p. 191.) King Edward brought 
the life of fealing deeds from 
France. On this ufe, fee Mabil- 
lon Dc re Diplomat, and the new 
Diplomatique of the Maurill 

monks. 

(«) St. Edward, in his lull 
jllnefs, gave a ring which ho 

wore to the abbot of Wctfmin- 



ller, as William Caxton, in the 
reign of Henry VI. relates in 
his MS Chronicle of England. 
It is faid, in the life of the Taint, 
to have been brought to the Icing 
by a pilgrim, as an alfuranccof 
his death being at hand, given 
in a vifion by St. John Evangelic 
though this eircumllancc was un- 
known to Sulcard. This ring of 
St. Edwar.d's was kept tome 
time in Wcftminftcr abbey, a* f 
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calmly expired on the 5th of January, in 1066, having reigned 
twenty-three years, fix months, and twenty-feven days, in the 
lixty-fourth year of his age. Never was king more fincerely 
or more juftly regretted by his fubje&s ; and to fee the happi- 
nefs of the good confeffor's reign revived, was the conftant and 
the hio-heft object of all the temporal wifhes of their pofterity for 
jnanylucceeding ages. William the Conqueror, who afcended 
the throne in October the fame year St. Edward died, caufed 
his coffin to be inclofed in a rich cafe of gold and filver. His 
queen Edgitha furvived the faint many years. Ingulf, a learned 
Norman monk, whom the Conqueror made abbot of Croyland, 
and who was intimately acquainted with her, very much extols 
her learning,humility, invincible meeknefs, and extenfive good- 
nefs towards all ranks (i8). All our hiftorians give her the 
fame great and amiable character. Whence Speed calls her a 
lady of incomparable piety. When (he lay on her death-bed, 
fhe afTured upon oath many that were prefent, that fhe had 
lived with king Edward only as a fifter, and died a maid (rg). 
By the Conqueror's order (he was buried by St. Edward, and 
her coffin was covered with plates of filver and' gold (0). In 
jno2 3 the body of St. Edward was found entire, the limbs flexi- 
ble, 



(18) P. 895. 



(19) Maimefb. 1. 2. Reg. c. 19. 



relick of the faint, and applied 
for curing the falling-ficknefs. 
In imitation of this, the fucceed- 
ing kings were accuftoired to 
blcfs rings on Good-Friday a- 
gainft the 1 cramp and the falling- 
ficknefs till the change of reli- 
gion. See Polydore Virgil, (Hi/I. 
1.8.) Karpsfield (S<ec. n. c. 3.) 
The late king at arms, the 
learned and ingenious Mr. Anilis 

(Rules of thcGart. T. 2. p. 223.) 

proves the cuftom of our king 
hi effing thefe rings on Good- 
Friday from John of Jprcs, in 
the reign of Edward 111; and' 
from feverul MSS accounts of 
the comptrolers of the king's 
honfliold. In the chapel of 
Havering (fo called from hav- 
ing this ring) in the parifh of 
llorn-Church, near Rumford, 

in Eflex (once a hunting feat of 



s 



the king's) was kept, till the dif- 
folution of abbeys, the ring given 
by the pilgrim to St. Edward; 
which Mr. Weaver fays he faw 
reprefented in a window of Rum- 
ford church. The miracles chiefly 
produced for the canonization of 
St. Edward, were wrought after 
his death, but long before the 
reign of Henry 11. not then 
trumped up to fervc that occafion. 

(0) Underneath St. Edward's 
chapel was buried, without any 
monument or infeription, Maud 
the molt holy queen of England, 
daughter to St. Margaret, and 
wife to Henry I. and mother to 
the emprefs Maud married to the 
einperour Henry V. and mother 
of our Henry II. Queen Maud 
walked to church every clay in 
Lent bare -foot and bare- legged, 

wearing a garment of fackclorh ^ 

{he 
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ble, and the cloths frefti. Soon after, a certain Norman, whof e 
name was Ralph, and who was an entire cripple, recovered 
the ufe of Jiis limbs by praying at his tomb, and fix blind men 
were reftored in like manner to their fight : which miracles, with 
fome others, being duly proved $ the faint was canonized by 
Alexander III. in 1161 (20), and his feflival began to be kept 
on the 5th of January* Two years after, a folemn tranflatioa 
of his body (which was found incorrupt, and in the fame con- 
dition as formerly) was performed by St. Thomas, archbifhop 
of Canterbury, in prefence of king Henry II. and many perfonsof 
diftin£tion on the 13th of October; on which dav his principal 
feftival is now kept. The national council of Oxford, in 1222, 
commanded his feaft to be kept in England a holyday. Out 
of refpe£t to the memory of St. Edward, the kings of England 
to this day, at their coronation, receive his crown j and put on 
his dalmatick and maniple, as part of the royal robes, though 
even the crown has been fince changed, and now only bears 
St. Edward's name, being made in imitation of his (21). 

St. Edward was a faint in the mid ft of a court, and in a de- 
generate age. Such an example muft convince us, that for 
any to impute their want of a Chriftian fpirit and virtue to the 
circumftances of their (rate or fituation, is a falfe and foolifli 
pretence : a proof of which is, that if thefe were changed, 
they would fttll remain the fame perfons. The fault lies alto- 
gether in their own floth and pafliohs. One who is truly in 
earneft, makes dangers and difficulties a motive of greater vi- 
gilance, application, and fervour, and even converts them into 
the means of his greater fancTification. Temperance and mor- 
tification may be pradlifed, the fpirit of true devotion acquired, 
and all virtues exercifed by the divine grace, even in an heroick 
degree, where a defire and refolution does not fall ftiort. From 
obftacles an'd contradictions themfclves the greateft advantages 
may be reaped : by them patience, meeknefs, humility and 
charily are perfected, and the foul is continually awaked, and 
quickened, into a lively fenfe of her duty to God. 

(20) See Baron, ad cum ann. Alford Annal. T. 4. p. ioi« 
{21 ) Wats in Gloflario M. Parifii, p. 282. and the Account of the 
Regalia. 

fhe like wife warned and kitted the gate, and the hofpital of St. 
feet of the poorelt perfons, and Giles in the Fields were found* 
gave them alms. The priory ed by her. 
of Chrift. Church without Aid- 



On 



Oft. t$l Seven Friar Minors, MM; 2>s: 

■ 

On the fame DAY 
SS. Faustus, JanuarIus, and Martialis, MM* Thefe faints 

are called by St Prudentius The three crowns of Cordova (i ), in which, 
city they, with undaunted conftancy, confefled Jefus Chrift before a 
judge named Eugenius, in the year 304. Firft Fauflius, then Janu- 
arius, and laftly Martialis, who was the youngeft, was hoifted on 
the rack. Whilft they were tormented together, Fauftus faid ; 
*' How happy is this union in our fufferings, which will unite us in 
" our crowns ? " Eugenius charged the executioners to torment 
them without intermiffion, till they fhould adore the gods Fauftus 
hearing thefe orders, cried out : " There is one only God, who 
" created us all. 1 * The judge commanded his nofe, ears, eye-lids, 
and under-lip to be cut off, and the teeth of his upper-jaw to be 
beaten out. At the cutting off each part, the martyr returned thanks 
to God, and frefli joy fparkled in his countenance. Januarius was 
then treated in the fame manner. All this while Martialis prayed 
earneftly for conftancy whilft he lay on the rack. The judge pre/fed 
him to comply with the imperial edicts 5 but he refolutely anfwered : 
" Jefus Chrift is my comfort.. Him I will always praife with the 
" fame joy with which my companions have confefled his name in 
" their torments. There is one only God, Father, Son, and Holy 
" Ghoft, to whom our homages and praifes are due." The three 
martyrs being taken from their racks, were condemned to be burnt 
alive, and cheerfully finifhed their martyrdom by fire at Cordova in 
Spain, in the reign of Diocletian. — See their genuine acts in 
Ruinart, p. 597. and S. Prudentius /. deCironis Mart. 

Seven Friar. Minors, MM. Five Francifcan miffionaries hav- 
ing glorified God by martyrdom in Morocco in 1220, on the 6th of 
January, as has been related on that day ; feven other zealous 
priefts of the fame Order failed to Africa the year following, with 
the fame view of anouncing Chrift to the Mahometans. Their names 
.were Daniel, the provincial of Calabria, Samuel, Angelus, Donu- 
lus, Leo, Nicholas, and Hugolin.. Arriving at Ccuta, thev preached 
three days in the fuburb of the city, which was inhabited by 
Chriftians : after which they went into the town, and preached 
Chrift alfo to the infidels. The populace hearing them, imme- 
diately took fire, covered them with mire and filth, and carried 
them before their king, vvhofc name was Mahomet. From their 
rough habits and ihorn heads he took them for madmen, but fent 
them to the governour of the town. By him. after a long examtna- 
, tion, they were remanded to the king, who condemned them to be 
• beheaded. They fufVered with great joy in the year 1221, on the 
loth of October ; but are commemorated in the. Roman martyro- 
togy on the 13th. — See F. Wadding's Annals of the Order, S. An- 
toninus, and Chalippc, Vie de S. Francois, 1. 4. T. i, p. 326. 
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fole, and the cloths frefh. Soon after, a certain Norman, whofe 
name was Ralph, and who was an entire cripple, recovered 
the ufe of his limbs by praying at his tomb, and fix blind mea 
were reftored in like manner to their fight: which miracles, with 
fome others, being duly proved* the faint was canonized by 
Alexander III. in n6l (20), and his ferlival began to be kept 
on the 5th of January* Two years after, a folemn tranflatioa 
of his body (which was found incorrupt, and in the fame con- 
dition as formerly) was performed by St. Thomas, archbifhop 
of Canterbury, in prefence of king Henry II. and many perfonsof 
diitin£tion on the 13th of October 5 on which dav his principal 
feflival is now kept. The national council of Oxford, in 1222, 
commanded his feaft to be kept in England a holyday. Out 
of refpecl: to the memory of St. Edward, the kings of England 
to this day, at their coronation, receive his crown, and put on 
his dalmatick and maniple, as part of the royal robes, though 
even the crown has been fince changed, and now only bears 
St. Edward's name 3 being made in imitation of his (21). 

St. Edward was a faint in the midfr. of a court, and in ade- 
generate age. Such an example mull: convince us, that for 
any to impute their want of a Chriftian fpirit and virtue to the 
circumftances of their ftate or fituation, is a falfe and foolift 
pretence : a proof of which is, that if thefe were changed, 
they would ftill remain the fame perfons. The fault lies alto- 
gether in their own iloth and pafliohs. One who is truly in 
earned, makes dangers and difficulties a motive of greater vi- 
gilance, application, and fervour, and even converts them into 
the means of his greater fancTification. Temperance and mor- 
tification may be practifed, the fpirit of true devotion acquired, 
and all virtues exercifed by the divine grace, even in an heroick 
degree, where a defire and refolution does not fall Ihort. From 
obftacles an'd contradictions themfelves the greateft advantages 
may be reaped : by them patience, mecknefs, humility and 
charily are perfected, and the foul is continually awaked, and 
quickened, into a lively fenfe of her duty to God. 

(20) Sec Baron, ad cum ann. Alford Annal. T. 4. p. 101. 
{21) Wats in Gloflario M. Parifii, p. 282. and the Account of 
Regalia. 

fhelikewifc waflicd and kifled the gate, and the hofpital of St. 
fect of the poorclt perfons, and Giles in the i'iclds were iouim- 
gave them alms. The priory cd by her. 

of Chrift. Church without Aid- 
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* 

On the fame DAY 

SS. Faustus, Janu ar. tus 5 and Martialis, MM* Thefe faints 
are called by St Prudentius The three crowns of Cordova (i), in which 
city they, with undaunted conftancy, confe(Ted Jefus Chrift before a 
judge named Eugenius, in the year 304. Firlr. Fauftus, then Janu- 
arius, and laftly Martialis, who was the youngeft, was hoifted on 
the rack. Whilft they were tormented together, Fauftus faid : 
" How happy is this union in our fufFerings, which will unite us in 
" our crowns \ " Eugenius charged the executioners to torment 
them without intermifllon, till they mould adore the gods Fauftus 
hearing thefe orders, cried out : " There is one only God, who 
** created us all.' 1 The judge commanded his nofe, ears, eye-lids, 
and under-lip to be cut off, and the teeth of his upper-jaw to be 
beaten out. At the cutting off each part, the martyr returned thanks 
to God, and frelh joy fparkled in his countenance. Januarius was 
then treated in the fame manner. All this while Martialis prayed 
carneftly for conftancy whilft he lay on the rack. The judge preffed 
him to comply with the imperial edicts ; but he refolutely anfwered : 
" Jefus Chrift is my comfort. Him I will always praife with the 
" fame joy with which my companions have confefled his name in 
" their torments. There is one only God, Father, Son, and Holy 
" Ghoft, to whom our homages and praifes are due." The three 
martyrs being taken from their racks, were condemned to be burnt 
alive, and cheerfully finifhed their martyrdom by fire at Cordova in 
Spain, in the reign of Dioclefian. — See their genuine acts in 
Ruinart, p. 597. and S. Prudentius /. ds Cnronis Mart. 

Seven Friar Minors, MM. Five Francifcan miflionaries hav- 
ing glorified God by martyrdom in Morocco in 1220, on the 6th of 
January, as has been related on that day ; feven other zealous 
prielts of the fame Order failed to Africa the year following, with 
the fame view of anouncing Chrift to the Mahometans. Their names 
.were Daniel, the provincial of Calabria, Samuel, Angelus, Donu- 
lus, Leo, Nicholas, and Hugolin. Arriving at Ceuta, they preached 
three days in the fuburb of the city, which was inhabited by 
Chriftians : after which they went into the town, and preached 
Chrift alfo to the infidels. The populace hearing them, imme- 
diately took fire, covered them with mire and filth, and carried 
them before their king, whofc name was Mahomet. From their 
rough habits and fhorn heads he took them for madmen, but fent 
them to the governour of the town. J3y him, after a long examina- 
tion, they were remanded to the king, who condemned them to be 
beheaded. They fufVe red with great joy in the year 1221, on the 
1 cth of Oftober ; but are commemorated in the Roman martyro- 
logy on the 13th.— -See F. Wadding's Annals of the Order, S. An- 
toninus, and Chalippe, Vic dc S. Francois, 1. 4.. T. 1. p. 326. 
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St. Cgxman* M. In the- beginning of the eleventh century the 
neighbouring nations of Auftria, Moravia, and Bohemia were en- 
gaged againft each other, in implacable diffehtions and wars. Col- 
man, a Scotfman, and according to Cufpinian and other M~ 
ilrian hiftorians, of blood royal, going on a penitential pilgrimage 
to Jerufalem, arrived by the Danube from the enemy's country at 
Stockheraw, a town fix miles above Vienna. The inhabitants per. 
fuading themfelves that he was a fpy, unjuftly tortured him various 
ways, and at length hanged him on a gibbet, on the 13th of Oclo, 
ber, in 1012- The double teftimony of heroickaclions of virtue and 
of miracles is required before any one is enrolled by the church 
among the faints, as Gregory IX. declares in his bull of the cano- 
nization of St. Antony of Padua. Neither miracles fufBce, without 
clear proof of heroick fanctity, nor the latter without the former, 
fays that pope.; and the fame is proved by the late Benedicl XIV (i), 
A fervent fpirit of compunction and charity, and invincible meek- 
nefs and patience under exquilite torments and unjuft fufFenngs 
were an undoubted proof of the fanclity of the fervant of God, 
which was confirmed by the incorruption of his body, and innume- 
rable miracles. Three years after his death his body was tranflatcd 
by the bifhop of Megingard, at the requeft of Henry marquis of 
Auftria, and depofited at Mark, the capital of the ancient Marco- 
mans, near Moravia. St. Colman is honoured, in Auftria among 
the tutelar faints of that country, and. many churches in that part 
of Germany bear his name — See his life wrote loon after his death 
by Crekenfred, abbot of Mark, publifhed by Canifius ; alfo Ditto, 
mar in Chron, and Leopold VI. mafquefs of Auftria, in Chronica dt 
ylvftrid? dynaftisy Aventinus, and Raderus, T. 3. p. 109. 

St. Gerald, count of Orilhac, patron of UpperAuvergne»C. This 
virtuous nobleman was born in 855, and inherited from his parent* 
the moll tender fentiments of piety and religion. It being the cuftom 
of that age for lords to lead their vaiTals to war in perfon> the art of 
war. was looked upon as a necefTary part of his education ; but a. 
lingering illnefs detained him a long time at home, during which 
he took fo much delight in- ftudies, prayer, and holy meditation, 

that he could never be again drawn into the tumultuous fcene of a 
worldly train of life. By rooted habits of perpetual Uriel: tempe* 
ranee and alftduous devotion he entered upon a penitential courfe of 
life. After the death of his parents he gave almoft the whole re» 
venue of his large cftate to the poor, rcferving a very fmall pittance 
for his own fubfiftencc : he went meanly clad, in a manner fuicablc 
to the auftere life he had embraced, failed three days a week, never 
fupped, and kept always a very frugal table. He rofc every morn- 
ing at two o'clock, even in journeys, faid the morning part of 
the divine office, and meditated till futvrife : then he heard mafJi 
and divided the. whole day between the duties of religion and thole or 
his llation, devoting a great part of it to.praycr and pious reading. 
He had ufually a good book read to him at table ; but after meals, 

allowed hiinfelf a little time for relaxation and converting with b» 

friend!, 

(1) L. do Canon. Sandfc. 
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friends, though his difcourfe turned always upon fomething ferious. 
Acts of charity to the poor, and of jufticc to his vafTals, were a great 
part of his external employments ; and it was his chief care to 

make up all quarrels among them, to exhort all to virtue, and to 
furnilh them with the beft means for their fpiritual inftruclion and 
advancement. In a fpirit of iincere devotion and penance he per- 
formed an au/tere pilgrim age to Rome,and after his return founded the 
Benedictine abbey of Orilhac, in which with great care and folicitudc 
he procured the moft perfect obfervances of that holy Order to be 
eftablifhed. He had fome thoughts of taking himfelf the monaftick 
habit, but was diffuaded by St. Gaufbert, bifiiop of Cahors. his di- 
rector, who reprefented to him that, in the ftation in which God 
had placed him in the world, he was able to promote the divine 
honour to greater advantage in the fervice of his neighbour, and 
that he ought to acquit himfelf of the obligations which he owed 
to others. Seven years before he died he loft his iight : in that llate of 
corporal darknefs his foul was employed in contemplating the divine 
perfections, and the glory of the heavenly Jerufalem, in bewailing 
his diftance from God, and his own fpiritual miferies, and thofe of 
the whole world, and in- imploring the divine mercy. His happy 
death happened at Cezeinac in Quercy, on the 13th of October, 
909. His body was conveyed to Orilhac, and interred in the mo- 
naltery, where it was honoured with many miracles, attelted by 
St. Odo of Cluni, and others. His filver Ihrine was plundered by 
the Huguenots in the fixteenth century, arid his facred bonea 
fcattered about, but fome of them were recovered. This great 
abbey was fecularized, and converted into a collegiate church of ca- 
nons by Pius IV. in 1562, according to Longuerue ( 1), not by 
Pius V. as Piganial and Baillet have it. The dignity of abbot is 
preferved, who is commendatory, and lord of the town and territory, 
wuh great prerogatives, but not of the caftle which belongs to the 
king. The town of Orilhac was raifed about the abbey, and has 
been long the capital of Upper Auvergne. — See the life of St. Gerald 
compiled in four books by St. Odo of Cluni, who died thirty-three 
years after him, extant in Surius, Bibliotb. Cluniac. and part in 
Mabillon, Ben. Sac. v. with extracts from the Chronicle of 
Adhcmar, and other writers. 

(x) Defer, de la France, part 1. p. 138.1 
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St. Calixtus, or Callistus, 



See Tillem. T. 2, from S. Optatus^ S. Aiiftin^ a?zd the Pontificals. 

Alfo Hiji. des Emper. 



H E name of St. Calliftus is rendered famous by the an- 
JL cient cemetery which he beautified, and which for the 
great number of holy martyrs whofe bodies were there depa- 
rted, was the moft celebrated of all thofe about Rome (0), 
He was a Roman by birth, fucceeded St. Zephirin in the pon- 
tificate in 218, and governed the church four years and fome 
months. Antoninus Caracalla, who had been liberal to his 
foldiers, but the moft barbarous murderer and oppreflbr of the 
people, having been maflacred by a confpiracy, raifed by the 
contrivance of Macrinus, on the 8th of April, 217, who af- 
fumed the purple, the empire was threatened on every fide 
.with commotions. ■ Macrinus bellowed on infamous pleafures 

at 



{a) The primitive Chriftians 
were felicitous not to bury their 
dead among infidels, as appears 
from Gamaliel's care in this re- 
spect, mentioned by Lucian, in 
his account of the difco very of 
St. Stephen's rclicks : alfo from 
St. Cyprian, who makes it a 
crime in Martialis, a Spanifh bi- 
Ihop, to have buried children in 
pr o p h an e fop u 1 c h r c s , an d mi ngled 
with llrangcrc (ep. 68.) Sec this 
point proved by Mabillon {Di/T- 

jnr les Saints Iuconmts. §, 2» p. 9.) 

Koldctti [1. 1, c, 10 ) John de 
Vila {Thefaur. Aniiqxtit. Ben&vmt* 



Diffl 11. anno 1754.) Bottario, 
&c. That the catacumbs vyere 
the cemeteries of the Chriftiaus 
is clear from the teflimony of 
all antiquity, and from the mo- 
numents of Chriiiianity with 
which they arc every where 
filled. Burnet will have tliem to 
have been the Puticuli.ox burial- 
place of flavcs and the poorcft 
people, mentioned by Horace 
( Satyr. 8. & Epod. 1. $• ) 
Varro, Feftus, Sextus Pom- 
peius, Aulus Gellius, Sic. M 
all ,thcfe authors mention the 
Puticuli to have been without 

the 
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at Antioch that time which he owed to his own fafety, and to 
the tranquillity of the ftate, and gave an opportunity to a wo- 

R 3 man 



the Efquiline-gate only, where 
the a/hes, or iometimes the bo- 
dies offuch perfGns were thrown 
confufedly on heaps in pits, 
whence the name Puticuli. There 
were probably other fuch pits in 
places afligned near other high- 
ways, which were called Colu- 
mella?, Saxa, and Ampulla?. See 
G'utherius (De jfure Manium, 1. 2.) 
and Bergier ( Hi/I. des Chem. 

Milit. 1. 2. C. 38: tff ap. Grss- 

tvittm, T. 10.) The catacumbs, 
on the contrary, are dug on all 
Jides of the city, in a very re- 
gular manner, and the bodies of 
the dead are ranged in them in 
feparate caverns on each hand, 
the caverns being mut up with 
brick or mortar. By the law of 
the twenty-two tables mentioned 
by Cicero (De leg, 1. 2. c. 23.) 
it was forbid to bury or burn 
any dead corpfe within the walls 
of towns. At Athens, by the 
laws of Solon, and in the reft of 
Greece, the fame cuftom pre- 
vailed, upon motives partly of 
wholfomenefs, as St. Ifidore ob- 
ferves,(!.Etymol.) partly of fuper- 
llition. (See the learned canon 
John de Vita he. cit. c. u.J At 
Rome, veftal virgins, and fome- 
times emperours were excepted 
hom this law, and allowed bu- ' 
rial within the walls. Every 
one knows that on Trajan's pil- 
lar (that finiftied and moft ad- 
mirable monument) the aflies of 
that emperour were placed in a 
golden urn: which having been 
long before plundered, Sixtus V. 
placed there a itatuc of St. Peter, 
as he did that of St. Paul on 
Amoninus's pillar; though the 
workmnnmip of this falls far fliort 

of the former. The heathen 



Romans burnt the corpfes of their 
dead, and placed the urns inf 
which the afties were contained 
ufually on the fides of the high- 
ways. Cicero mentions (1. 1. 
Tufcul. $>u<eft. c. 7.) thofe of the. 
Scipio's, the Servilii, and the 
Metelli on the Appian road. See 
Montfaucon (Antiqu. T. o, 10, 
eff Suppl. T. 5. bf Mufrtum 
Floruit.) And on the ancient 
confular roads about Rome, Fi« s 

coroni (Vf/iigia di Rotna antica* 

c. 2. p. 6.) and the accurate and 
judicious Bergier's Hijloire des 
Chemins Mi lit aires des Remains 
(I. I. & ap. Gra?vium Ant* Rom* 

T. 10.) 

The catacumbs are the ancient 
cemeteries of the Chriftians. 
Thofe near Naples and Nola are 
fpacious,and cut in ftony ground. 
See Ambr. Leonius' (Defer. Urbte 
Nol<e y 1. 3. c. 2.) Montfaucon 

(Diar. Ital. p. 117, 154.) Ma- 
billon (Iter It ah n. 18. & 21.) 
&c. On thofe of Florence, fee 
Foggini (De Rom. S. Petri itin. 
p. 291.) &c. On thefc and 
others at Milan, and- many other 
places, fee Boldetti (OJJerwa- 
xioni, &c. 1. z. c 19. p 5S6,) 
The Roman catacumbs are nar- 
row and dark, and except thofe 
of St. Scballian and St. Agnes* 
too low for Grangers to vifit with 
any fatisfaclion, or for perfona 
to walk in, without often crawl- 
ing with great difficulty, and 
the ground (which is too Toft a- 
mould to fupport large caverns 
like thofe of Naples) is in many 
places fallen in. Thefc caverns 
about Rome arc fo numerous, 
and of fuch extent (each mooting 
into feveral branches) that they 

may may be called a city under 

ground. 
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njan to overturn his empire. This was Julia Mcefa, fifter tq 
Caracalla's mother, who had two daughters, Sphemis and 

Julia 



ground. So ftupendous were the 
works of the ancient Romans, 
that their ruins and remains not 
only aitonifh all modern archi- 
tects that behold them, but quite 
overwhelm them with amaze- 
ment, as Juftus Lipfius obferves 

(Oe 7nagnit. Ro?n. c. ll.de rfqua- 

duB.) And Albertus Leander, 
fpeakingof Claudius's aqueduct, 
fays, to raife fuch a work, the 
whole world would feem now-a- 
days too weak and unequal to 
the undertaking. The very 
finks and common fewers were 
one of the wonders of the world. 
In like manner, how the im- 
menfe quantity of earth to form 
tlio catacumbs was moved, is a 
]u({ fubjecl of furprife. Boldetti 

(Offer vazioni fopra i cisniteriy c. 2. 
p. 5.) Bottarius (Roma Softer, 
p. 8. Mamachi (Orig. Chrijlian. 
T. 3. p. 160.) and Severani (De 

7 Urbis Eccl. in EccL S. Scbaftiani, 

p. 421) Sec doubt not but thefe 
caverns were iirft dug by the 
Heathen Romans to get fand and 
other materials to build the walls 
and houfes in. the city, as their 
original name implies. This is 
affirmed in the acts of St. Se- 

baltian {ap. Holland, ad 20 "Jan) 

fpcaking of SS. Marcus and 
Marcellianus : Sepulti funt Via 
jfppia milliario 200 ab wbe in 
loco rjui vacatur ad Arenas, quia 
crypt eg Arei.arum illic grant, ex 
quihus wbii jnaznia Jlntcbantitr. 

The Chriftians never gave into 
the cufloms either of preserving 
the bodies of their dead like the 
Egyptians, or of burning them 
with the Romans, or of calling 
them to wild beans with the Per- 
sians '; but, in imitation of the 

people of God from the begin- 



ning of the w or! d, buried them with 
decency and refpeft in the earth, 
where, according to the fentence 
pronounced by God, they return 
to duft, till the general refurrec- 
tion. At Rome they choic thefe 
caverns or arena for their bu- 
rial places, digging lodges on 
each hand, in each of which 
they depoii ted a corpfe, and then 
walled up the entrance of that 
lodge, Boldettiproves the cemetery 
of St. Agnes to have been enlarged 
after the reign of Conftantinc: 
and the fame is not doubted as 

I 

to many others. Several inferip- 
tions on fepulchres in the cata- 
cumbs give to the perfons there 
interred the quality of fiffores, or 
diggers (of cemeteries). Sea 
Aringhi, 1. i.e. 13. Boldetti, 
1. .1. c. 1$. Bottarius, T. 2. 
p. t 26. The Pagans of Rome 
burnt their dead bodies : which 
is true not only of the rich, but 
in general ; nor is bifhop Bur- 
net able to produce one contrary 
inftance; though fometimes the 
corpfe of a criminal or Have, 
who had neither friends nor mo- 
ney, might be thrown into the 
Puticuli, upon the heads of the, 
afhes of the others, without the 

ft» XT 

ceremony of being burnt, n. 

Valefius, in his notes on Eufe- 

bius, p. 186, obferves, that it 

i3 hard to determine at what time 

the Romans began to leave off 

the cullom of burning their dead ; 

but it mull have been about the 

time of Conftantine the Great, 

probably when he had put an 

end to the empire of Paganifa- 

The Heathens learned of the 

Chriftians to bury their dead; 

and grew at once fo fond of tins 

cullom, that in. the time oi 
' » ' Theodo* 



St. 



M 
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Tulia Marnmaea. The latter was mother of Alexander Severus* 
the former of Baflianus, who being prieft of the fun, called 

R 4 by 



Theodofius the younger, as Ma- 

crobius teftifies (Saiurtial. 1. 7. 
c. 7.), there^vas not a body burnt 
in ail the Roman empire. 

The original names of Cata- 
cumbs were Arena?-ium, or Arena - 
ri<v> or ad Arenas, that is, Sand- 
pits, as appears in many an- 
cient a£b of martyrs : alfo Cryptte 
or Caverns, and in Africa An&\ 
in the A&s of St. Cyprian, and 
Tertullian {ad Scapul.). TJie 
word Cataciimh is derived from 
Cumba, a couch to reft upon, 
and the Greek prepofition by or 
near. It is written Catatumbt* 
in St. Gregory the Great (1. 3. 
ep. 30 ) as Dm Cange obferves : 
but Catacu?nb<s is the ufual name. 

It is not to be met with before 
the fourth age, but occurs in the 
Liberian calendar, and was firfl 
given to the cemetery of St.Callif- 
tus, now of St. Sebaftian ; after- 
ward to all ancient cemeteries 
about Rome. The bodies, now 
only bones and duft, in each 
lodge, have ufually a lacryma- 
tory urn or vefTel placed by them: 
if this be tinged with deep red, 
and has a red fediment of blood 
at the bottom, it is a fign of a 
martyrdom. On the door of 
brick and mortar with which the 
lodge was clofed, is frequently 
painted fome fy mbol, as a flower, 
branch, vine, &c. With this rare- 
ly occurs a name, with dates, 
or other notices, which are fome- 
times carved on a marble before 
the door (Montfaucon, Diar. 
Itolic. c. 8. p. 1 1 3.) That in- 
numerable martyrs were buried 
ia thefe catacumbs is indifpu- 
table The Liberian calendar 
telHfics, that the popes Lucius, 
Stephen, Dionyfius, tfelix, Eu- 




ty chian, and Caius in the third 
; and Eufebius,' Melchiades,' 
and Julius in the fourth, were 
depofited in the catacumbs or 
cemetery of St. Calliftus : Mar- 
cellinus and Sylvefter, in that of 
Balbina : in the li It of martyrs, 
Fabian, Sixtus, and r'ontian in 
the former, or that of Caliiftus. 
In the acts and calendars of mar- 
tyrs many are mentioned to have 
been depofited in the cemeteries 
of St.CalMus, Prifcilla,Urfus Pi- 
leatus, Thrafo, Bafiilia, Sec. In 
thefe cemeteries, efpecially that 
of St.Calliftus,the bodies of many 
famous martyrs have been dis- 
covered, and tranflated thence : 
alfo of many whofe names are 
not found in the calendars ; and 
fometimes mention is made in 
the infeription of a great num- 
ber of martyrs together. In the 
cemetery of Baflilla and St. 
Hermes were found one of St. 
Marcclla, and five hundred and 
fifty martyrs; another of St. Ruf- 
finus and one hundred and fifty, 
martyrs. Mar eel la et Cbrijti 

Martyres C C C CC L — Ttuffin us et 
Cbrijli Martyr es CL. (ap. Aringhi, 

1. 3. c. 23. & Boldetti, 1. I . 
c. 44. p. 233.). With this in- 
feription was carved a palm- 
branch, and with the former 
two, and between them a crown 
of two other branches. In the 
metcry of St. Agnes was found 
St. Gordian, with his whole fa- 
mily, martyrs (ap. Mahr//. Iter. 
ItaL p 1 39.) : Hie Govdianui 
Gallia? nunchis jugutatus pro fide 
cum famiiia rota quh fcunl in pate* 
yypbila (Boldetti reads it a con- 
traction for Theophila) Anrilia 
fecit, with a palm branch. That 
the earthen vials with the red 

fediment 
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by the Syrians Elagabal, at Emefa in Phoenicia was furnamed 
Heliogabalus. Maefa being rich and liberal, prevailed for mo- 



fediment contained blood, ap- 
pears from the following obferva- 
tions. Leibnitz, after trying 
this red fediment with various 
chymical experiments, in a letter 
to Fabretti, confeffes he could 
£nd nothing it refembled but a 
hardened brittle cruft of con- 
gealed blood, which after fo 
many ages retains its colour. See 
the remarks of Fabretti (Ivfcript* 
domefl. c. 8. p. 556.) and Bol- 
detti, (1. 7- c 38.) The Chri- 
iiians ufed the utmoft diligence 
to gather the blood of the mar- 
tyrs, and depoiit it with their bo- 
dies. They fucked it up whilft 
frefh, with fponges, off of the 
wood or flones, and they ga- 
thered the duft and fand which 
was ftai»ed, to extract it, as St. 
Prudentius witnefles (by?nn. 11. 

p. 141.) See the acts of St. 
Vincent in Ruinart, &c. Hence 
fometimes a fponge ■ or cloths 
•Rained with blood are found in 
fuch vials. See Boldetti lib.) 
and Mamachi (T. 1. p. 462.) 
Such vials have fometimes an in- 
scription upon them, Sang, or 
Sa. Saturtiin, &c. [ib ) and are 

fometimes found where a clear 
infeription attclts the martyrdom. 
A vial of this kind was fixed on 
the fcpulchrc of St. Primitius in 
the Oltorian, now called Ollrian 
cemetery, with Uiis infeription : 

Primitius in pace qui pojl mult as 
awruftias fortijjhnus martyr et vixit 
annis P. M. XXXV11L Cwjugi 
J no ptirdulcipiino benetnerenti fecit. 

(Boldetti, 1. i. c. 14. p. 51. 
Mamachi, T. 1. p. 462.) With* 
great devotion and care the faith- 
ful preferved the blood of the 
martyrs. Sec Boldetti (1. i.e. 26. 

ad c 39.) i*\ Lupi, in hia curious 
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and learned differtation (De Epi- 

tapbio 5. Se<ver<& 9 ' p, ,31.) mews, 
that the primitive Chriiiians en- 
deavoured to recover all the drops 
of the martyr's blood, that the 
funeral might be entire, as 
Prudentius fays of St. Hippoly- 

tus (bym. 2.) Nee jam den/a [am 
quidquam de corpore fyfaa Obthut, 
aut plenis fraudat ab exequiis. St 

Ambrofe mentions the blood of 
SS. Vitalis and Agricola, doubt- 

lefs in a vial found with their bo r 
dies (Exhort, ad Virg % ) and the 
fame of SS. Gervafius and Pro- 
tafius. Hence the Congregation 
of Indulgences and Relicks de- 
clared in 1 668, that veffels tinged 
with blood accompanied with 
palm-branches ought to be re- 
garded as marks of the relicks 

of a martyr (ap. Papebr. ad 20 
Maii & Mabillon Dtjjf. cit. §. 4. 
p. 23.). Mabillon doubts not 
but fuch veffels of blood alone 
are aiTured marks {ib). 

Chriiiians from the beginning 
often vilited out of devotion the 
tombs ©f the martyrs, and in 
the times of perfecution often 
concealed themfclvcs in thefe 
catacumbs, and aflembled here 
to celebrate the divine myiteries. 
Whence the perfecutors forbid 
them to enter the cemeteries, as 
the judge proconful declared to 
St. Cyprian (in aflis, p. 1 1 .) and 
the pre feci: of Egypt to St. Dio- 
nyfius of Alexandria (ap. Euf. 
I. 7. c. 11.) See alfoEuf 1 9. 
c 2. Tertullian (ad Scap* c. 3.) 
and fcveral inferiptions import- 
ing this in Boldetti (1. J. c. 1 1.) 
Mamachi (T. 3. p. 162.) and 
chiefly Hottarius againft tfurncc 
(Roma Softer, T. 1. p. 12). 

That the catacumbs were. 

known 
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\ n ey with the army in Syria to proclaim him emperour ; and 
' Macrinus quitting Antioch, was defeated and flain in Bithy- 

; ' nia 



known to befilled with thetombsof 

innumerable martyrs, and devout* 
]y vifited by the Chriflians in 
the early ages of Chriftianity,_is 
jnconteftable from the teftimonies 
of St. Jerom, St. Paulinus, and 
St. Prudentius. St. Jerom men- 
tions (in c. 40. Ezecb. T. 5. p. 
980, ed. Be?:.} that, " when he 
" was a boy, and ftudied at 
" Rome, he was accultomed on 
«* Sundays to vifit in a round the 
<' fepulchres of the apoftles and 
<f martyrs ; and frequently to go 
«« into the crypt a, which are 
* ( dug in the earth to a great 
" extent, and have on each 
" hand bodies of the dead like 
«' walls, and with their darknefs 
lt ilrike the mind with horrour," 
&c. It is clear he went not thi- 
ther to play, as Bafnage anfwers 
to this authority, (Hijt. deVEgl. 
1. 18. c. 6. .n. 8.) but to perform 
an exercife of religion and piety, 
as all others clearly exprefs this 
practice. St. Paulinus fays, that 
the tombs of the martyrs here 
contained, could not be num- 
bered, (Poem. 23. in Nat. 13. 
S, Paulinus)^ 

Hie Petrus. hie Paulus proceres ; 

Me mar tyres tonnes* 
Quos Jimul innumeros magna! tenet 

ambitus urbt's, 
Quofq\ per 1 innumcras diffufo I i mite 

gtntes 9 

Intra Romuleos *veneratur eccle/ta 
fines* 

[See 8. Paulinus in Nat. in. 

publiflicd by Muratori (Anted* 
LatJ\ 

St. Prudenti ns (hym. it. on St. 

llippolytus) defcribca the cata- 
cumbs : 



Hand procul ex f rem a cult a <*d fo* 

mtsria <vallo, 
Merfit latebrofis crypt a patet fa^ 

wets* Sec. 

[At length, v, 53, &c-] 

He mentions that he himfelf 
vifited thefe holy places, and 
(in the cemetery of St. Cyriaca, 
a lady who built it, and was bu- 
ried in it in the Veran field, on 
the left-hand of the road to Ti- 
bur, a mile from Rome) he faw 
the body of St.Hippolytus,withan 
altar by it, on which priefts ce- 
lebrated and diltributed the di- 
vine myfteries : on the wall of 
the chapel was a pifture repre- 
fenting the martyrdom of the 
faint, and among other circum- 
ftances, the faithful gathering 
his fcattered relicks, and with 
cloths and a fponge fucking up 
his blood on the briars and 
ground. He fays in the fame 
hymn, that the bodies of many- 
martyrs lay there without names* 
titles, or infcriptions, and that 
he faw the bodies of fixty de> 
polited together, whofe names 
were only known to Chrift: 

1 

Innumeros chieres Sanclorum Ro- 
tnula in urbe 

Vidimus ~— 

P fur: ma litter ulis fignata fepulchra 
hquurttur 

Martyr is aut nomen y aut epigr amnio, 
ali quod. 

Sunt ct mult a tamtn tacitas clau- 
dentia tunibas 

Marmora, qua: folum Jignijicant 
numerunt % &c. 

He adds (ib.v. 188.) that on 

the folcmnitics of particular 
martyrs which were kept by the? 

people* 
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sua in 219, after he had reigned a year and two months want. 
lag three days, JHeliogabaius, ■ for his unnatural lufts, enormous 

prodigality 



people, all Rome, and the 
neighbouring provinces went to 
adore God at their tombs, khT- 
ing their relicks. Feflivals 
could not be kept for all mar- 
tyrs, as Marnachi takes notice, 
T. 1. p. 471. The numberlefs 
tombs of other anonymous mar- 
tyrs are celebrated by this pi- 
ous and elegant father in his 
hymn on St. Laurence, v. 540. 
From the cuftom of killing, and 
praying at the entrance of the 
tombs of the martyrs came the 
expreffion of vifiting their limina 
or threfliold which has been par- 
ticularly ufed of the tombs of 
SS. Peter and Paul. 

dpoftolorum et Marly rum 
Exofculantur limina. 

[St. Prudent, hym. 2. v. 5 x 6 J 

The bodies of many celebra- 
ted martyrs have been from time 
to time tranflated from the cata- 
cumbs ; yet new vaults are fre- 
quently difcovered. Burnet ac- 
knowledges that often in the ex- 
sent of a whole mile no relicks 
are found ; for no notice is taken 
of thofe which neither inferipti- 
ons nor other marks fliew to 
have been martyrs. That only 
Chriftians were buried in thefe 
places is proved by Mabillon, 
Boldetti, &c : for the faithful 
never made ufe of any but their 
own cemeteries, when it was in 
their power fo to do. If the bo- 
dies of SS. Vitalis and Agricola 
were interred among the Jews, 
and the afhes of SS. Neftablus 
and Zeno were mingled with 
thofe of affea (Soz. 1. 5. c. 8.) 
this was owing to the malice of 

$he perfecutors. A flohc ,fb men- 



tioned by Montfaucon to have 

been found in one of the cata- 
cumbs with the Heathenifti j n . 

fcription Dili Manibus : and I faw 
on one in St. Sebaftian's D. jtf, 
but it is evident that Chriftians 
fometimes made ufe of ftones 
which they took from broken 
old monuments of idolaters, as 
appears by crofTes or other Chrif- 
tian fymb'ols and inferiptions on 
other parts of the fame, as J ob- 
ferved in ieveral in Rome, in a 
great mufasum or repofitory at 
Verona, Sec. -in the fame manner 
as the porphyry urn of Agrippa, 
taken from the porch of the Pan- 
theon, is now placed over the 
tomb of Clement XII. in the 
Corlini chapel in the Lateran 
church. Fabretti thinks ZX M. 
was often ufed by Chriftians for 
Deb Magna. (Infer, c. 8. p. 564.) 
Scipio MafFei (Muf. Veron. p. 
178) produces a Chriftian epi- 
taph with Deo Magno. In IVJu- 
ratori (Infcript. T. 4. p. 1878) 
we have an epitaph certainly of 
a Chiiltian with D. M. andfevc- 
ral fuch occur ; in which it is 
more reafonable to fuppofe it 
meant Deo Magno: yet in fome 
that are undoubtedly Chriflian it 
is Diis Manibus j which mult be 
fome old Heath en ifti ft one made 
ufe of by a Chriftian. There is 
at leaft no danger of fuch being 
miftaken for martyrs, as bifhop 
Burnet pretends. In the anci- 
ent fcpulchrcs of Chriftians the 
inferiptions exprefs faith in one 
God or Chrift, or of a refurrec 
tion by the words peace , jhef>ing> 
or the like. They are frequent' 
ly adorned with fymbols of 
their faith, as a fifh, &c. an em- 
blem of Qhrift (fee Anfclm Col- 

vndoro, 
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| prodigality and gluttony, and mad pride and vanity. Was one 
| pf the moft filthy monfters and deteftable tyrants that Rorne 

I ' ' ever 



tadoro, monk of Cajnoldoli, 

[Diff. del Ptfce fimbolo di Gzefu 
Cbrijto. edit* an. 1 750.) the fi- 
gures of Adam and Eve, em- 
blems of our returning to duft, 
and figures of . other patriarchs 
or prophets of the old law, efpe- 
cially of Noe, and his ark, or a 
dove, emblems of baptifm. The 
monogram of (Thrift's name in 
a crofs is much older than Con- 
ftantine, who is no where faid 
to have invented, but only to 
have employed it in the Laba- 
rum, &c. It is found on the fe- 
pulchre of St. Marius, martyr 
under Adrian, of St. Alexander 
under Antoninus, of St. Lau- 
rence, and St. Hermes both in 
the cemetery of Prifqilla, of ^t. 

Primitius, of St. Caius pope, 
&c. (ap Fabretti, bifcript. & BoL 
detti, Qfler<v.) That this mono- 
gram had been ufed by Heathens 
was a miftake of Cafalius (De 
Vet. Sac. Chriflian. rit. C. II.) 
and Fortunius Licetus (De recon- 
ditis antiguorum iucemis) which 

James Bafhage warmly adopted 
{Hifl, desjuifs. I. 3. c. 23. & Hijl. 
de /' Eg/. 1. 18. c. 6. T. 2.); for 
in the coin of Decius to which 
they appeal, the mark differs 
widely, and is a contraction for 
three Greek letters : in that of 
Ptolemy of Cyrene, Bottarius 
finds nothing like it (T. 1, p. 
1 54). It feems a mark for thun- 
der, fuch as is found in others 

(up. Ciampini, T. 2. Vet. Mon. 
p. 72), at leaft it differs widely 
from jhis monogram. Sec G cor- 
gi ( Dijf. de Monogrammate Cbrifli) 

Bottari (/oc.iit. p. 153.) Cuper 

(Notat. in Luc. Cacti, c. 44. p. 
501. ™[. nov. Paris. Op. Lattant.) 

?n<l Mamachi (T. 3. p. 67.) alfo 



Menckenius, a Lutheran {Diet- 

tribe de Monogram .) — Chrift is 

often reprefented in thefe anci- 
ent monuments under a carved 
or painted figure of a lamb with 
or without a crofs on his head, 
(fee Bollus, Bolcletti, Buonarrati, 
Ciampini, &c. ) ; but more fre- 
quently under that of a fhepherd 
carrying the loft fheep on his 
fhoulders, an emblem of his 
mercy towards finners, and of 
the efficacy of repentance Ter- 
tullian a Montanift, mentions 
this emblem for the encourage- 
ment of finners carved on cha- 
lices by the catholiclcs (1. de Pu- 
dicit c. 7. & 10). See Orfi (Dijf. 

de capital, crim. abfo/titione per 
tria priora Eccl. S&cula, c . 4. p. 
1 1 5). This figure was very fre- 
quently ufed efpecially by peni- 
tents (and fuch all Chriftians are 
by their profefHon) and is found 
on ancient veflels, earthen urns, 
fepulcrals lamps and gems. (See 
many examples in Aringhi T. 1. 
Bottarius T. 1. & 2. BoIdetti 9 
Muratori, Gruter, Ciampini, Bu- 
onarroti, Peter S ancles Bartho- 

lus (De Luccrn. par 3, tab* 28) 

&c. In the paintings in the vi- 
als, lamps and other monuments 
found in thefe cemeteries, images 
of SS. Peter and Paul frequently 
occur. See Ciampini, Vet. Mo- 
num* c. 22.) Blanchini, (Prolua 
in T. 3.) Anaftas. Bofms, A- 
ringhi, Bottarius, Boldetti (1. 1 . 
c. 39.) Buonarroti (Tab. ko. iff 

fcqu.) Foggini (De Rom. $/. Petri 
it in. Exerc. 20. p. 543). In thefe 
St. Paul 13 generally painted on 
the right hand, becaufe that is 
the left to the eye of the fpcdla- 
tor. To thefe images Eufebius 
is thought to allude when after 

relating 
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ever produced, 
and four days, 



He reigned only three years, nine months, 
being aflaffinated on the nth of March, 222, 

by 



relating the martyrdom of the 
apoltles at Rome he fays, 6 6 The 
* fc monuments which yet fubfift 
" in the cemeteries there ( at 
Rome) confirm this hiftory" 
(Bijl. 1. 2. c. 25. p. 83. ed. Can- 
tabr.).- St. Auftin mentions the 
images of SS. Peter and Paul 
with Chrifl in the middle, in 
fome churches (I. 1 . de Confenfu. 
E<vang. c.io. T. 3. par. z. p. 8.) 
St. Paul is always painted bald, 
and with a longer beard. Their 
long garment is tied on or joined 
on the breaft with a button ; but 
in fome pictures they hold it fait 
together with their right hand. 
The cuftom of painting thefe a- 
poftles on earthen or glafs veffels 
is mentioned by St. Jerom : In 

cucurbitis vafculorum quat vulgo 
faucomarias wocant, fohnt apofto- 
Jorum imagines adumbrari (in C. 

4. Jonae T. 3. p. 1492.). In the 
vials and paintings of thefe ce- 
meteries are found the images 
of Juflus, Demas and Timothy, 
difciples of St. Paul ; of SS. Lau- 
rence, Vincent, Abdon and Sen- 
nen, Hippolytus, &c. in Aring- 
hi, Baldetti, Buonarroti, Ma- 
machi, &c. St. Laurence is 
painted in the cemetery of pope 
Julius, in a cloak, holding a 
book and a crofs (ap. Aringhi 
T. z. p. 354.)' Among other 
fymbols represented in thefe 
places a flag was an emblem of 
a Chriftian's thirft after Chriit, a 
palm branch of viftqry (fee 
fioldctti, Muratori, Marangoni, 
Bottari,Lupi, Sec.) : a lhip of the 
church : fee Foggini (loc cit c. 
20. p. 4S4) Hicr. Alexander 
{D//T. de Navi. Eccltfiam refer itst is 
Symbolo) John Lami (/. J>eerudi- 
tiune Afoftplorum, c. 4. p. 51. edit. 



an. 1738. ) and Scxpio Mafrei 
(OJfer*u. litt. Veron. T. 5. p. 23, 

edit. 1730) : an anchor of hopej 
alfo of conftancy, &c. On thefe 
and others fee the fenator Buo- 
narroti (Offer *v. fifra alcuni Fr&m. 
inenti di <vaji anticbi de <vctio), 
Boldetti (Offer *valioni fopra i ci- 
7tiiteri ) Marangoni ( Coje GentU 

lefche ad vfo delle Cbiefe ) Bottati 
(Sculture e Pitture /acre efiratie 
dai cimiteri di Roma, edit. an. 
1737) Fabritti ( Jnfcript Domejl.) 
Bofius and -Aringhi {Roma Snb- 
terr*) On the catacumbs fee ai- 
fo Bolland. (T. 2. Febr. in St. 
Soterem. p. 389.) Mabil.lon, &c. 
Thefe remarks feemed necelTary 
to rectify feverai mjftakes of 
Burnet, Miflbn, Spanheim, James 
Bafnage, &c. and ferve to illuf- 
trate leveral paffages in the Adts 
of Martyrs. MabiHon (Dif. 

fur le Quite des Saints incomiu$\ 
takes notice, that the fymbols of 
a dove, a fheep, an olive, a 
vine, a palm, an anchor or the 
like, which may denote certain 
virtues, are no proofs of martyr- 
dom nor fah&ity ; nor are they 
looked upon as fuch at Rome. 
The fame pious aud learned au- 
thor Ihcws, from authorities and 
examples, that the utmoft caution 
is to be taken to prevent mil- 
takes, and that doubtful rclicks 
are to be decently buried rather 
than diftributed ; and he proves 
from the decrees of Urban VIII. 
and Innocent XII. in 1691, that 
rclicks diftinguifhed by certain 
proofs of martyrdom, of faints 
otherwife unknown, though the 
facriftan gives them a name, are 
not to hold the fame rank with 
other felicks, infomuch that an 
office is never allowed for fuch 
faints. 'l iic 
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bv the foldiers, together with his mother and favourites. Though 
he would be adoied with his new idol the fun, and in the ex- 
travagance 



The principal catacumbs or 
ancient cemeteries of Rome are, 
that of St. Prifciila within the 
city, where ftands the church of 
St. Pudentiana, Virgin, not far 
from that of her filler St. Prax- 
edes. This Prifcilla is faid to 
have been mother of St. Pudens 
whofe houfe where St. Peter 
lodged, is believed to have been 
this church of St. Pudentiana 
between the Viminal and Quiri- 
nal hills. — That ad Urfum Pil- 
eatum (fo called from fome fign 
or ftreet ) now St. Bibiana's 
church, on the Efquilin hill. 
There is another of the fame 
name, afterward called of SS. 
Abdon and Sennen, on the road 
to Porto. — That on.the Vatican 
hill, where is the tomb of SS. 
Peter and Paul, on the Aurelian 
way. — On the Aurelian way, 
half a mile From the Aurelian 
gate called alfo Janiculenfis, was 
that of St. Calepodius, now a 
church of St. Pancras ; that of 
St. Julius, pope ; that of St. Fe- 
lix, pope ; that of Lucina, two 
miles from the gate of St. Pan- 
eras. — On the Way to Porto, 
that of Pontianus, afterward Ad 
Urfum Pileatum, and of SS. Ab- 
don and vSenncn, &c. On the 
way to Oftia, a fecond called of 
Lucina; that of Anaflafius Ad 

Aquas Salvias or ad Gutta?n ju- 
giter ?nanantcm : that of St. Cy- 
riacus. — On the Ardcatin way 
that of St. Calliftus (reaching to 
the Appian where was its moll 
eminent part). See Boldetti, p. 
5 "50. thofe of St. Petronilla or 
of SS. Nereus and Achilleus 5 of 
$jt. Balbina, and of St. Dama- 
ns, thole two lying towards the 
appian way. — On the Appinn 



way, thofe of Pra^textatus, or 
St. Sixtus, bf St. Calliftus (the 
principal part of St. SebaftiarTs 
two miles from Rome, the greac 
entrance into this catacumb), of 
St. Zephyrin : of St. Soteris, - VV 
of St. Urban, &c. — On the 
Latin way of Apronianus, of SS* 
Gordian and Epimachus, &c. 
On the Lavican way, of Caftu- 
lus ; of Tiburtius, afterward of 
St. Helena emprefs (whofe Mau- 
fola?um was erected there, now 
in a portico belonging to the La-, 
teran bafilick) or Inter duas Lau- 
ros. — On the Preneftin or Palef-. 
trin way, out of the Efquilin or 
Lavican or Paleftrin gate, of the 
Acqua Bulicante. - — On the Ti- 
burtin way, of St. Cyriaca; of 
St. Hippolytus. — On the No- 
mentan way of St. Agnes where 
that holy virgin was firft interred 
two miles from the Viminal 
gate, now called Pia ; this is 
the moft fpacious catacumb next 
to St. Sebaftian's : that ad Nym- 
pbas (fo called from waters there) : 
of St. Alexanders : of St. Nico- 
medes, &c. — On the New Sa- 
larian way, of SS. Saturninus 

of SS. Cryfanthus' 
of Ollriano (built" 
by one of the Oftorian family) ; 
of Prifcilla (different from that 
within the city, and probably 
founded by a different lady of 

this name) of St. Sylvefter : of 
St. Hilaria, &c. ~r On the Old' 
Salarian way, that ad Cliqjum 

St. Hermes or St. 

On the Flami- 
St. Valentin, or 
of Sc. Thco* 



and Thrafo 
and Daria : 



Cucumcris : of 
Baflilla, &c. 
nian way, of 
St. Julias pope 



dora, Sec. 'J. here are others ; 
fome at a con fider able d ilia n ee 

from Rome ; one difcovcrcd on 

the 
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fcravagance of his folly and Vices furpafled if poflible Caligula hinii 
felf, yet he never perfecuted the Chriftians. His coufin-gerrnaii 
and fucceflbur Alexander, furnamed Severus, was for his cle* 
mency, modefty, fweetnefs, and prudence one of the beft of 
princes; He difcharged the officers of his predeceffor, reduced 
the foldiers to their duty, and kept them in awe by regular 
pay. He fuffered no places to be bought^ faying : £c He that 
* 6 buys rauft fell." Two maxims which he learned of the 
Chriftians were the rules by which he endeavoured to fquare 
his conduct. The firft was : cc Do to all men as you would 
* c have others do to you." The fecond, That all places of 
command are to be bellowed on thofe who are the beft quali- 
fied 



the Flaminian way, feveral 
miles from Rome. — bee Boldetti 
(1. 2. c. 1 8.) Bolius and Aringhi, 
{RomaSubterr.) Mabillon obferves 
{foe. c:t. p. 153) that in the firft 
ages of the church the faithful 
turned their faces toward the 
Eaft at prayer ; built churches 
fo that the high altar, and head 
of the church was eaftwards, the 
riling fun being a fymbol of the 
refurre&ion. They alfo buried 
the faithful with their feet turn- 
ed towards the Eaft (the rituals 
of late ages fay, towards the al- 
tar in the chapel in which they 
are buried, or towards the high 
altar, if in the church -yard or 
body of the church). Adamnan 
and Bede defcribe the fepulchre 
of Chrift, that he was interred 
with his facrcd feet towards the 
Eaft. Hay mo ( Horn, hi die 
Pafcbar) confirms the fame, add- 
ing that his right hand was turn- 
ed towards the South, and his 
left hand towards the North. 
From his fcpulture Chriftians 
have made this their common 
rule in their burials : alfo that at 
the lad day they might rife facing 
the rifing fun, as an emblem of 
the refurrcttion. The Roman 
JUtuai publifhcd by Paul V. in 
1614, prefcribes that priclls be 

bwricd with their heads toward 



the altar, to face the people, 
The diocefs of Rheirns and Tome 
others retain the old cuilom of 
making no diftinction between 
pricft and laity in this refpeft, 
but bury all with their feet turn- 
ed towards the altar. 

Chriftians in the primitive age* 
were ambitious to be buried near 
the tombs of the martyrs, hop : ng 
for this devotion to be aflifted by 
their prayers* and defiring to 
rife in their glorious company at 
the laft day. In the fixth and 
feventh centuries very holy men 
and newly baptized children were 
allowed burial with the martyra 
in churches : which was after- 
ward extended to others, and to- 
lerated by the bilhops, though 
the very words of the Confecra- 
tions of churches and cemeteries 
ihew the firft to be properly for 
the living, the latter for the 
dead. Moreover too great a 
multitude of burials in churches 
in large cities breaks the pave- 
ments, and disfigures the build- 
ings : but, moreover, where the 
graves arc not deep, or the 
vaults ill clofed, it lenfibly in- 
fed* the air. See Haguenor, 
Prof, en medecine a Montpcllier, 
Memoirs fur ic danger des inhume* 

Hons da?is les tgtijtt* an. *74 8, 
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fied for them : though he left the choice of the magistrates 
chiefly to the people, whofe lives and fortunes depend on them. 
He had in his private chapel the images of Chrift, Abraham., 
Apollonius of Tyana, and Orpheus, and learned of his mo- 
ther Mammsea to have a great efteem for the Chriftians. It 
reflects great honour on our pope, that this wife emperour ufed 
always to admire with what caution and folicitude the choice 
was made of perfons that were promoted to the priefthood 
among the ,Chriftians, whofe example he often propofed to his 
officers and to the people, to be imitated in the election of 
civil magiftrates (i). It was in his peaceable reign that the 
Chriftians fir ft began to build churches, which were demolifhed 
in the fucceeding perfecution. This emperour's hiftorian tells? 
us, that a certain idolater putting" in a claim to an oratory of 
trie Chriftians, which he wanted to make an eating houfe of, 
the emperour adjudged the houfe to the bifhop of Rome, fay- 
ing it were better it fhoulcf ferve in any kind to the divine wor- 
ship, than to gluttony, in being made a cook's fhop. To 
the debaucheries of Heliogabalus St. Calliftus oppofed failing 
and tears, and he every way promoted exceedingly true reli- 
gion and virtue. The Pontificals afcribe to him the inftitutiort 
of the four fafts called Ember-days. His zealous labours were 
recompenfed with an early crown of martyrdom on the twelfth 
of October, 223. The Liberian Calendar places him in the 
lift of martyrs, and teftifies that he was buried on the four- 
teenth of this month, on the Aurelian way, three miles from 
Rome. In the calendar publiftied by Fronto leDuc he is ftyled 
a confeffor : but we find other martyrs fometimes called con- 
venors. Alexander himfelf never perfecuted the Chriftians i 
but the eminent lawyers of that time whom this prince cm- 
ployed in the principal magiftracies, and whofe decifions are 
preferved in Juftinian'j Dige/lum* as Ulpian, Paul, Sabinus 
and others are known to have been great enemies to the faith* 
which they confidered as an innovation in the commonwealth. 
Laftantius informs us (2) that Ulpian bore ft fo implacable a 
hatred, that, in a work where he treated On the Office of a 
Proconful, he made a collection of all the cdidts and laws 
which had been made in all the foregoing reigns againft the 
Chriftians, to incite the governours to opprefs them in their 
province. Being himfelf prefect of the prsetorium he would 
not fail to make ufe of the power which his office gave him 3 
when upon complaints he found a favourable opportunity. 
Hence feveral martyrs fuftcred in the reign of Alexander. If 



(i) Lamprid. in Alex. (2) La&ant. Inftit. 1. c. 1 1. 
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St. Calliftus was thrown into a pit* as his A6ls relate^ it feems 
probable that he was put to death in fome popular tumult. 
.Dion (3) mentions feveral fuch commotions under this prince, 
in one of which the praetorian guards murdered Ulpian their 
own prefect. Count Everard, lord of Cifoin or Chifoing, four 
leagues from Tournay, obtained of Leo IV, about the year 854 
the body of St. Calliftus, pope and martyr, which he placed m 
the abbey of Canon Regulars which he had founded at Cifoin 
fourteen years before ; the church of which place was on this 
account dedicated in honour of St. Calliftus. Thefe circum- 
ftances are mentioned by Fulco, archbifhop of Rheims, in a 
letter which he wrote to pope Formofus in 890 (4). The re- 
licks were removed foon after to Rheims for fear of the Nor- 
mans, and never reftored to the abbey of Cifoin. Some of the 
relicks of this pope are faid to be kept with thofe of St. Cate- 
podius, martyr, in the church of St. Mary Traftevere at Rome, 
Among the facred edifices which, upon the fir ft tranfient 
glimpfe of favour, or at leaft tranquillity that the church en- 
joyed at Rome, this holy pope erected, the moft celebrated 
was the cemetery which he enlarged and adorned on the Ap- 
pian road, two miles from Rome, the entrance of which is at 
St. Sebaftian's, a monaftery founded by Nicholas I. now inha- 
bited by reformed Ciftercian monks. The pontifical pubhfhed 
by Anaftafius the Librarian, teftifies that this facred burial- 
place was founded long before, but owed to St. Calliftus its 
chief ftru&ure and decorations. In it the bodies of SS. Peter 
and Paul lay for fome time, according to Anaftafius, who fays 
that the devout lady Lucina buried St. Cornelius in her own 
farm near this place : whence it for fome time took her name, 
though fhe is not to be confounded with Luciria who buried St. 
Paul's body on the Oftian way, and built a famous cemetery 
on the Aurelian way. In this of St. Calliftus forty-fix holy 
popes are faid to have been buried, though their remains have 
been all removed, moftly to the Vatican. Many thoufand 
martyrs were depofited in this place; among others St. Se- 
baftian whom the lady Lucina interred, St. Cecily, and feve- 
ral whofe tombs pope Damafus adorned with vcrfes. In the 
allured faith of the rcfurre&ion of the flefh, the faints in all 
• ages down from Adam were careful to treat their dead with 
religious refpect, and to give them a modeft and decent burial. 
The commendations which our Lord beftowed on the woman 
who poured precious ointments upon him a little before his 
death, and the devotion of thofe pious pcrfons who took io 

much 
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f loch care of our Lord's funeral, recommended this office of 
'charity : and the practice of the primitive Chriftians in this re- 
ir & was moft- remarkable. -Julian the Apoftate writing to a 
chief prieft of. the idolaters, -defires him to obferve three things, 
by which he - thought Atheifm (fo he called ChriftianityJ had 
o-ained moft upon the world, namely, " Their kindnefs and 
•5 charity to ftrangers, their care- for the burial of their dead, 
« and the gravity of their carriage" (5). Their care of their 
d-ad confifted not in any extravagant pomp, (if J in which the 
Vol. IV. S Pagans 

(5) Julian. Aug. ep. 49. ad Arfacium. 



(/.) What can be more, abfurd 
than by unsuitable, pompous, 
feathered pageantry, by dainty 
feafts and intemperance, and by 
lying flattering epitaphs, to feck 
the gratification of a' foolifh va- 
nity "from the grave itfelf, the 
utmoll humiliation of human-na- 
ture ? In funerals, whatever does 
. not tend to awake in us a lively . 
hope, or.other fentiments of re- 
ligion, and to excite ferious re- 
flections, on virtue, .the know-- 
ledge of ourfelve's'. and eternity ;'. 
whatever does' not breathe an 
air of modefty; gravity and fim- 
plicity, • and fuitable . to. Chrif- 
. tian piety and mourning, 'is out 
.'.of character, if not mocking 
\i to good ' fen fe and humanity. '' 
l% T(ie Chriftian funerals which fd 
; ' ilro'flgly aftedled the infidels, and 
V appeared awful and edifying to 
■ \ a moft^tapious Heathen feoffor 
and apoftate, tempered and en- 
livened the gflftpity of a religious 
mourning with the moil tender 
and heavenly devotion, and fo- 
lemn rites cxpreflive of a firm 
; , faith in a divine Redeemer; 
and an a (lured hope of immor- 
tality. The ancients were fparing 
and mod eft in their epitaphs: 
thefe feldom prefent more than 
necelfury names and dates. The 

molt elegant ages of wit and 
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tafte confined them to a modeft 
line or two. Had ftatues been 
formerly as cheap at Athens or 
Rome as pompous monumrnt9 
and inferiptions are now a -days* 
an honeft Roman or Greek 
would have thought them ra- 
ther a difgra.ee to his name than 
an honour. Cuftom has taught 
us to fufpecl: the marble of lying 
flattery, attributing to men after 
their death the names at leaf! of 
virtues, which they never poffeff- 
ed whilft they were living. That 
monument, perpetuates the me- 
mory of a, man's virtues on 
earth, which he raifes to himfelf 
by his actions and exploits, and 
which by the example of his life 
he engraves on . the hearts of 
thofe who come after him : whofe 
fingle name is the moft glorious 
epitaph, and whofe valour and 
virtues men know and proclaim 
without a flattering marble 
prompter. Our artifts and men 
of genius 1 feem to difcover a 
great dearth of invention or 
ignorance of the noble exam- 
ples and emblems of all vir- 
tues, in which the fcriptures, and 
'the myflcrics and rites of out- 
holy religion are moft fruitful, 
fince iepulchral monuments, 
even in churches begin to be 

adorned with whole groups of 

heathen 
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Pagans far outdid them (6), but in a modeft religious gravity 
and refpe£t which was molt pathetically expreffive of their firm 
hope of a future refurrecl:ion 3 in which they regarded the mor- 
tal remains of their dead as precious in the eyes of God, who 
watches over them, regarding them as the apple of his eye, 
to be raifed one day in the brighteft glory, and made Alining 
luftres in the heavenly Jerufalem. 

On the fame Day 

* 

St. Don ati an, Bifhop of Rheims, and Patron of Bruges, C. He 
was the feventh bifhop of Rheims, and died about the year 389, 
Charles the Bald having beftowed the relicks of this faint on Bald- 
win whom he had created earl of Flanders, to hold of him that 
rich province as a fief, in 863, the earl depofited them in the 
church of Bruges, which thereupon took the title of St. Donatian's, 
being before called our Lady's. It was made a bifhop^s cathedral 
in 1559. — ■ See Flodoard, in Hift. Rbem. Marlot, Htji. de Rbeimi t 
c. s. Ant. Sanders Hagiogr. Flandr.^. 133. Molan- & Mirsus. 

St. Burckard, firft Bifhop of Wurtzburg, in Latin Herbipolis, 
in Franconia, C. St. Boniface Handing in need of fellow labourers 
powerful in words and works in the vaft harveft which he had on 
his hands, in Germany, about the year 732, invited over from 
England St. Lull us and St. Barckard, who feem by this circum- 
fiance to have come from the kingdom of Weft-fex : they were 
both perfons of an apoftolick fpirk. St. Boniface confecrated St. 
Burckard with his own hands the firft bimop of Wurtzburg in Fran- 
conia, where St. Kilian had preached the word 'of life, and fufFered 
martyrdom about fifty years before. This , whole country was by 
his minjftry converted to Chrift. Exceflive fatigues having in ten 
years time exhaufted his ftrength, with the confent of king Pepin, 
and by the approbation of St. Lullus (St. Boniface being gone to 
preach in Frifeland) he refigned his bifhoprick to Megingand, a 
monk of Fritzlar, and difciple of St. Wigbcrt in 752. Retir- 
ing into a folitude in that part of his diocefs called Hohenburg, he 

fpent the remaining part of his life with fix fervent monies or 

clergymen 

(6) See Moreftellus, Pompa Ftralis, fiut Jufla Funebtia Vetemt*, 
ap. Gra;vium, Antiq. Roman. T. az. and Gutherius, Be Juti 
Maniurn, ibid. 



heathen deities- They are meant 
as emblems of virtues : but may 
not fome Granger be led into 
jnillakes who lees the croflcs, 
images of the patriarchs and a- 
pottlcs, and iuch like orna- 
ments ban idied, to make room 
for the figures of Pallas, Mara, 



Mercury, Apollo and the like 
monfters; and this fometimc* 
perhaps where Bacchus, Venus 
or Adonis might with jufticc 
(with what propriety I do not 
fay) challenge the chief places 
of honour f 
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•-• clergymenih watching, falling and inceffant prayer. He died on 
. the ninth of February, 752, and was buried near the relicks of St % 
; Kiiian at Mount St. Mary's, or Old Wurtzburg, where he had built 
a monaftery under the invocation of St. Andrew. Hugh bifhop of 
Wurtzburg, chancellor to the emperour Otho IV. authorized by an 
order of pope Benedict VII. about the year 983, made a very folemn 
tranflation of his relicks j the fourteenth of O€to ber, the day on 
which this ceremony was performed, has been regarded as his 
principal feftival. Gut of veneration for his fan&ity king Pepin, 
in 752, declared the bifhops of Wurtzburg dukes of Kranconia with 
all civil jurifdi&ion. The emperour Henry IV. alienated feveral 
parts of Franconia, but the bifhops of Wurtzburg retain the fove- 
reignty of this extenfive diocefs, though it was much larger before 
St. Henry II. ere&ed the bifhoprick of Bamberg. — The life of St. 
Burckard is written by an anonymous author above 200 years after 
his death ; and again from uncertain memorials by Egilward, a 
monk of Wurtzburg. See Fabricius, 1. Saint aris Lux Evavgelii 

toft orbi exorUns % five Notitza Riflorica & Geo^raphica propa^atoruitt 
' per orbcm Chriftianorum Sacrorum, c. 19. p. 419. Eyring, hiff. ds 
Ortu et pt ogrsffu religionis Cbrift. in Franc 1 a Orient ali* edit. Lipilae. 

I704. Ignat. Groppius, a Benedi&ine, Scriptores Rerum Wirce> burg* 
p. 489 (edit: 174O and Hanfizius, a Jefuit, German* Sacra, T. 2. 

St. Dominick, furnamed Loricatus, C. The feverity with 
which this fervent penitent condemned himfelf to penance for a 
fault into which he was betrayed without knowing it, is a reproach 
to thofe who after offending God with full knowledge, and through 
mere malice, yet expeft pardon without confidering the conditions 
which true repentance requires, Dominick afpired from his youth 
to an ecclefiaitical ftate, and being judged iufiiciently qualified was 
promoted to prieft's orders : on which occafion his parents had 
made a fimoniacal itipulation with the bifhop, to whom they had 
made a handfome prefent. The young clergyman coming foon 
after to the knowledge of this crime, condemned by the divine 
law, and puniflied with the feverefl: penalties and cenfuresby the 
canons of the church, was ftruck with remorfe, and could never be 
,< induced to approach the altar or excrcife any faccrdotal function. 
In the deepeft fentiments of compun6fcion he immediately entered 
upon a courfe of rigorous penance. In a defert called Montfeltre 
amidft the Apennine mountains a holy man called John led a moft 
aulterc life in continual penance and contemplation, with whom, in 
eighteen different cells lived fb many fervent difciples who had put 
themfelves under his direction. Amongfl: them no one ever drank 
wine, or eat flefh, milk, butter or any other white. meats. They 
failed every day with only bread and water, except on Sundays 
■ and Thursdays : had a very fhort time allowed them for red in the 
J^fiht, and fpent their time in manual labour and alliduous prayer- 
I heir filence was perpemai, except that they were allowed to con- 
-vcrfc with one another on Sunday evenings between the hours of 
Vdpers and Compline. Severe liagellationa were ufed among them 
as a part of their penance. Dominick after fpending fomc time in 
hermitage at Luceolo, repaired to this fuperiour, and begged 

S 3 wit/* 
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with great humility to be admitted into the companyof thefe ancho. 
rets , and having obtained his requeil by the extraordinary auftetity 
of his penance gave a ienfible proof how deep the wound of for. 
row and compunction was, with which his heart was pierced. Af. 
ter fome years, with the leave of his fuperiour, he changed his 
abode with a view to his greater fpiri.ual improvement in 1042 
retiring to the hermitage of Fontavellano at the loot of the Appen. 
nine in Umbria, which St. Peter Damian then governed according 
to the rule of St. Bennet, which it changed, in the fixteentu 
century, for that of Canuldoli. The holy abbot who had been 
long accuftomed to. meet with examples of heroic penance and all 
other virtues, was aflonifhed at the fervour of this admirable peni- 
tent. Dominick wore next his fkin a rough iron coat of mail from 
which he was furnamed Loricatus, and which he never put off but 
to receive the difcipline, or voluntary penitential flagellation. The 
penitential canons by which a long courfe of moll fevere mortifica- 
tions was enjoined penitents for grievous fins, began about that 
time to b-j eaiily commuted, through the indulgence of the church, 
out of condefcenfion to the weaknefs of penitents, among whom 
few had courage to comply with them in fuch a manner as to reap 
from them the intended advantage. Being therefore found often 
pernicious rather than profitable to penitents, they were mitigated 
by a more frequent concefiion of indulgences, and by fubftituting 
penitential pilgrimages, crufades undertaken upon motives of virtue 
for the defence of Chriftendorn, or other good works. It then 
became a practice of many penitents to fubftitute this kind of vo- 
luntary flagellation, counting three thoufand ltripes whilft the per. 
fon recited ten pfahns, for one year of canonical penance. Thus 
the whole pfalter accompanied with fifteen thoufand ftripes w.-s 
efteemcd equivalent to one hundred years of canonical penance. Do. 
minick, out of an ardent fpirit of mortification was indefatigable in 
this penitential practice ; which, however, draws its chief advantage 
from the perfect fpirit of compunction, from which it fpirngs, 
If in ficknefs he was fometimes obliged to mingle a little wine with 
his water, he could never be induced to continue this cultom after 
he had lecoveied his health, even in his old age. ~ Sc. Peter after an 
abfence of fome months once afkeel him, How he had lived? To 
which Doniinick replied with tears : "I am become a fcnfunl 
man." Which he explained by faying, that in obedience, on 
account of his bad Mate of health, he had added on J- unci ays and 
Thurfdays a little raw fennel to the dry bread om which he lived. 
In his laft ficknefs his fpirit of penance far from being abated, 
fcemcd to gather ftrength. The lalt night of his life he recited 
Martins and Lauds with his brethren, and expired whilft they lung 
Prime, on the fourteenth of Oilober, 1060. — See his life written 
by his fuperiour and great admirer St. Pet* Damian 1. i. cp. iy- 
Alfo compiled at large, with fcveral diflercauons, by Mr. Taiclu, 
printed at Rome, an. 1751. 
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OCTOBER 15. 

St. TERESA, Foundrefs of the 
Reformation of the Barefooted Car- 
melites, Virgin. 

The life of St. Terejhj tor it ten by be? f elf holds the fi> ft place in 
the church among books of this kind after the Confeffions of St, 
Auflin, fays Baillet. 'The French tranflation of this work pub- 
lijbed by Abbe Chanut in 1691 is far preferable to that which 
was the laji production of D J Andilly in his old age in 1670, 
and to that of F. Cyprian in 1657. The faint finijbed this 
work in 1562, tzuenty years before her death: Jhe afterward 
added to it a relation of the foundation of her convent at Avila. 
hi this book we have the hiflory of her life to the reformat im 
of her Order with an account of the vifions, £sf c. fJie received 
during the three firft years fhe was favoured with Jucb graces : 
thofe zvhich Jlje continued frequently to receive from that time to 
the end of her life were ?iever publifoed. by her, except forne 
things through the channel of per Jons whom Jl)e confulted. *The 
hiftory zvhich Jlje wrote of her Foundations fur nifties us^ how-' 
ever 1 with a continuation of her life till within tzvo years or 
a year and half before her death. Fr. F. Ribera 1 , a fefuit 9 
well known by his learned comments on the twelve Leffer Prophets , 
the epijlle to the Hcbrezvs, and the Apocalypfe, who had been 
Jbmetimes confeffarius of the faint, wrote her life with great 
care and fidelity. The fame was alfo luritten Joan after by Di- 
dacus Yepesy biftjop of "Tarragona, confefjar to king Philip IF 
raid fomcthnes to • St. Fertfa, with whom he frequently convcrjed 
and correjponded dining the Jpace of fourteen years. See aljo 
the cpijlles of St. T ere fa publijhed by bijhop Palafox in four 
Movies. We hive her own life and her other wo>ks<> except her 
htters, tnjijlatea into Englijh by Mr. Abr. Ivoodhcad? in two 
"vol. quart o^ 16O9. Alfo an ab/iratU of her own Life and Foun- 
dations by R< C. iu 1757. Her life is compiled in French by 
M. de Villejort. 

A. D. 1582. 

M E humble relation which St. Tercfa has left us of her 
own life, in obedience to her con dlbrs, is the -delight: 

of devout per/ons, not on account of the revelations aiidviii- 
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ons there recorded, but becaufe in it are laid down the moil 
perfect maxins by which a foul is conducted in the pathsof 
obedience, humility and felf denial, and efpecially of prayer 
and an interiour life. St. Terefa was born at Avila in Old 
Caftile, on the twenty-eighth of March 1515. Her father 
Alphonfus-Zanchez of Cepeda was a gentleman of a good fa. 
mily, and had three children by a firfl: wife, and nine by j 
feconcL The name of the latter was Beatrice Ahumada, mo. 
ther to our faint, another daughter and feven fons. Don A!- 
phonfus delighted much in reading good books, with which 
he was well flocked ; he was alio very charitable to the poor, 
companionate to the Tick, and tender towards his fervants^ re- 
markable for his ftricT: veracity, modefty and chaftity, and 
very averfe from detraction and fweari-ng. Our faint's mother 
like wife was very virtuous, fufFered much from frequent tick- 
nefs, and died happily at the age of three and thirty, when Te< 
refa was twelve years old. By the means of the pious in- 
ftruclions and example of her parents, God inclined the ten- 
der heart of Terefa from her infancy to his feivice. Being 
only feven years old me took great pleafure in reading the lives 
of the faints, and other pious books, in which fhe fpent much 
time with a little brother called Rodrigo, who was near of 
the fame age. They were much amazed at the thought of 
eternity, and learned already to defpife all that pafles with time. 
With feeling fentiments they ufed to repeat often together: 
*' For ever, for ever, for ever," and admiring the victories of 
the faints, and the everlafting glory which they now pofTefs, 
they faid to one another : cc What ! for ever they fhall fee 
* c God." The martyrs feemed to them to have bought hea- 
ven very cheap by their torments 5 and after many conferences 
together on this fubjecl, they refolved to go into the country 
of the Moors, in hopes of dying for their faith. They feC 
out privately with great fervour, praying as they went that 
God would infpire them with his holy love, that they might lay 
down their lives for Chrift : but upon the bridge over the A- 
daja, near the town, they were met by an uncle, and brought 
back to their mother who was in the greateft frights, and had 
fent to feek them. They were<chid by their parents for their 
unadvifed project, and Rodrigo laid all the blame on his lifter. 
Xerefa continued the fame courfe, and ufed often to lay to 
bcrfelf: u O Eternity ! Eternity! Eternity!" She gave to 
the poor all the alms fhe could, though this was very little 
and fiudied to do all the good works in her power. 1 he 
faint and the fame little brother formed a dehgn to become her- 
mits at home, and built themfelves little hermitages with piles 

of italics in the trarden, but could never finifh them. I utw 
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- fought to be much alone, and faid very long prayers with great 
devotion, efpecially the Rofary 5 for her mother infpired her 

"tender foul with a fmgular devotion to the Blefled Virgin. 
She had in her room a pi£ture of our Saviour difcourfing 
with the Samaritan woman at the well, with which (he was 
much delighted, and fhe often addrefled thofe words to our Sa- 
viour with great earneftnefs : " Lord give me of that water /* 
meaning that of his grace and holy love. In the twelfth year 
of her age, upon the death of her mother, in great grief, fhe 

.threw herfelf upon her knees before a picture of the BlefTed 
Virgin, and befought her, with many tears, that fhe would 
vouchfafe to be her mother. The faint adds, that this acti- 
on which fhe did with great fimplicity, fhe thought after- 
ward very profitable to her; and found the Blefled Virgin 
favourable to her in all her requefts, and looked upon her- 
felf as much indebted to her interceflion for the great mer- 
cy by which God was pleafed to bring her back to a fenfc 
of her duty after fhe had begun to go aftray. She aggravates 
exceedingly her own malice, by which fhe had been ungrate- 
ful to fo great and fo early favours fhe had received from God 
in her tender age ; fhe never ceafed to grieve that fhe fhould 
have ever defiled the tabernacle of her heart, in which he was 
to dwell for ever, and to thank his goodnefs for having called 
her back into the path of her duty, begging that he would be 
pleafed to conduct her foul to eternal falvation. 

The mod dangerous fnare into which fhe fell was that of 
idle books, and vain company. Romances (<?), or fabulous 

S 4 hiilories 

{a) Romances are fo called, Caimet, and the laft hiflorian of 
becaufe in the firfl invention of the city of Paris date their ori- 
fuch compofitions, whilil other ginal. Such compofitions are 
writings in France continued extremely pernicious both to mo- 
Hill to be publiflicd in Latin, rals and to true literature. la 
thefe fictitious hiftories of ima- them the laws neither of order 
ginary adventures were the fir ft or method, nor of truth or pro- 
compofitions that were commit- bability are ufually obferved. 
ted to writing in the vulgar lan- Thofe few that are wrote with 
guage called Romanciere, when fome degree of elegance and fpi- 
the Latin began to be corrupted rit, are yet generally very defec- 
among the common people. Dom tive in thofe particulars, and tend 



Rivet (Hi ft. Liter. T. 6. and to dellroy ail true tatte in itudics, 

T. 7. prcf. p. 66.), his Continua- being quite different from the 

tor (T. 9. p. iq, 20 ), and the parahles and fables under which 

jvrefident Renault (Hift. Cbrom the ancients fomctimes couched 

ik la France, T. i.) prove that moral precepts, to render them 

this kind of books was firll pro- more agreeable, and the better 

duced i n t h c tenth century, two to ftrikc the fenfes Secondly, 

hundred years before Flcury, Romances, by fubftituting falf- 

hood 



2«4 



St. T. E RE S A, Y; 



oa. , 5 , 

hiftories of knight-errantry, -were at that time-much in faCiioa 
in Spain. Xerefa got hold of - fome fuch books a little, bef 



hood for true hiftory, and a 
>~fboiifh idle amufement inllead of 
folid inftru&ion, deltroy in the 
mind that laudable thirft after 
truth which the author of na- 
ture imprinted in it, and infpire 
a baneful love of trifles, vanity, 
and folly. A third moll perni- 
cious effecl of fuch reading is, 
that inftead of forming, it per- 
verts and depraves the heart, 
poifons the morals, and excites 
the paiTions, which it is the great 
bufinefs of a Chriftian to retrain. 
This is true even of thofe writings 
of this kind which feem ieaft dan- 
gerous* fince fuch ficlions only 
pleafe by infenflbly flattering va- 
nity, pride, ambition, and the 
like criminal inclinations. If 
this be lb with regard to thofe 
Homances, which by fome per- 
sons in the world are called in- 
nocent, what cenfures fhall we 
find harfli enough for the gene- 
rality of fuch compofitions which* 
are filled with fcenes and in- 
trigues of love, and tend to a- 
wake, cherilh, and entertain the 
moffc dangerous of the pailion?. 
St. Terefa writes thus of heritlf 
(c. 2.) : " This fault (of reading 
Romances) failed not to cool 
my good defircs, and was the 
caufe of my failing infenflbly 
into other defects. . . I was fo 
enchanted with the extreme 
plcafure I took herein, that 
methought I could not be con- 
tent if 1 had not Jbxne new 
Romance in my hands. I 
began to imitate the mode, td 
take delight in being well 
drcfled, to take great care of 
my hands, to make ufe of per- 
fumes, and to 'aflecT: all the 

trimmings which my con^ 
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dition permitted. Indeed mv 
intention was not bad, fori 
would not for the world', j lv 
the immoderate pafhon which 
1 had to be decent, give any 
one an occafion of offending 

God: but I novy, acknowle'ge 
how far thefe things, which 
for leveral years appeared to 
me innocent, are efFcclualiy 
and really criminal " Theie 
empoifoncd Jeclures change*a!i 
the good inclinations a pcrfon 
has received from nature and a 
virtuous education ; they chill by 
little and little pious deiires, and 
in a fliort time banifh out of the 
foul all that was there of folidity 
and virtue. By them young 
girls on a fudden form a habit 
of refervednefs and modelty, 
take an air of vanity and gal- 
lantry, and make lhew of no 
other , ardour than for thofe 
things which the world efteems, 
and which God abominates. 
They efpoufe the maxims, fpi- 
rit, conduci, and language of 
the paflions, which are there arc- 
fully inftilled under various dif» 
guiies, and what is moll dan- 
gerous, they cloak all this irre- 
gularity with the appearances of 
civility* and an eafy, complying, 
gay humour and difpofition. Let 
nil young perfons avoid this 
dangerous fnare, laid to entrap 
their innocence. u Let them 
" not be hurried away with thin 
" difmal torrent, " fays St. Au- 
ilin (Co»f. 1. i . c. 16.) " which 
drag6 along the children ot 
Eve into that vaft and dan. 
gerous fea, out of which 
even they fcarce can efcapc 
and fave themfelves who pals 

over upon the wood of the 

" crots 
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'her mother died, and began to read them much more after her 
■"death, though always unknown to her father, who would have 
b*cn highly provoked. About that time a cettaui coufin- 
. germ an, a worldly young woman, addicied to vanity, and 
fond of reading Tuch book?, began to vifit her, and by her 
converfation wrought fuch a change in Terefa, that forgetting 

the 
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tl crofs of ChriftY' that is. by a 
penitential 'thriitian life of mor- 
tification, modefly, and devo- 
tion. 

St. Terefa writes of the dan- 
ger of vain or bad company as 
follows (c. 2.) : " I bad fome 
11 coufin gcrmans who came fre- 
quently to my father's houfe. 
He was very circ'umfpeel to 
forbid all entrance to any but 
to them ; and would to God 
he had ufed the fame caution 
as to them alfo; for 1 now fee 
the danger there is, when one is 
in an age. proper to receive the 
iuft feeds of virtues, to have 
commerce with perfons who 
knowing the vanity of the 
world, entice others to en- 
gage themfelves therein. . . . 
Were I to give counfel to 
parents, J would warn t them 
to be well advifed what per- 
fons frequent their children in 
that age ; becaufe the bent of 
our corrupt natu/e bears us ra- 
ther to bad th.\n to good. I 
found this by niyfelf: for T 
made no profit of the great 
virtue of one -of my fillers, 
who was much elder than my- 
44 Jelf j whereas I retained all 
,{ the evil example which a ro- 
" lation |»ave me who haunted 
tl our houfe/;— She afterwards 
%s : 44 I am fometimcs feized 
u with allonifhnicnt when I con- 
M filler the evils which come 
41 from bad company.". She la- 
ments that the 'familiarity the had 

with a vain female coufin, and 
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one other perfon who lived in the 
fume felly, fo changed her, as 
to leave no fign of former impref- 
fions of virtue. What would 
St. Terefa have fa id of herfeif, 
had flic ever frequented balls, 
affemblies, and publick dancings, 
in which the hem and the devil 
afTault the minds and hearts of 
young people by all the ways 
whereby vice can be inllilled into 
them, and where a general con- 
fpiration of all the allurements 
and charms ol the fenfes ener- 
vate the foul, and flatter its fe- 
veral paflions : St. Chryfoflom 
exhorting parents to keep their 
children at a ditfance from fuch 
places,' and to teach them to fly 
them as a plague, rhepoifon where- 
of is mortal to their fouls, fays: 
6ure!y when we fee n fervant 
•'..bearing about a lighted torch. 
*' we ferioufly forbid him to 
44 carry it into places where there 
44 is Jlraw, hay, or luch coni- 
44 buiiible mafic:-, for fear lclr. 

t ■ 

*■ when he lcnli thinks of it, a 

44 fp'aik fliould fall into it, and 

*' let fire to the whole houie. 

44 Let us ule the fame prccau- 

44 tion towaids our children', and 

lt not carry their eyes to fuch 

44 places. .If fuch pinions dwell 

< 4 near us, let us fmbid our ch il - 

4< chen to luuk upon tliem, or 

4< to have with them any com- 

" merce * or converfation; tor 

4% ' fear lefl fome fpark Jailing 

" into their fouls, fhould catife a 

41 general conflagration, and ah 

* V. irreparable damage/ 1 
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the great efl: part of her former devotions, fhe fpent feveral hours 
both of the day and night in reading romances with great plea, 
fure. She began at the fame time to curl and trim her hair, to 
ufe perfumes, to Jove fine clothes, and the like, out of a defe 
pf pleafing others, though without any bad intention; for flic 
would not for the world have given to any one an occafion of 
offending God. She continued fome years without imagining 
there was in this any fin ; hut fhe afterwards found it wasa 
great one f None but this kinfwoman and fome other near re- 
lations were allowed by the father to vifit his daughter: but 
even thefe proved dangerous company to her ; and Ihe liftened 
to them with pleafure in their difcourfe on vanities, toys, and 
follies, never criminal, yet not good, Thus (he gradually fell 
off from her fervour during three years. Her father per- 
ceived her to be much changed, and her devotion cooled. She 
laments grievoufly this her dangerous fall, and from her own 
fatal experience earneftly conjures all parents to watch over 
their children, that they may never fall into idle, vain, and 
dangerous company, or fuch books ; for if fhe had not dafhed 
againft thefe two rocks, fhe thinks fhe fliould have always in* 
ereafed in fervour, inftead of falling back. Ribera, from his 
ftri£teft examination of the faint, aflures us, that fhe could not 
be thought to have incurred the danger of any mortal fin j for 
this reading and company, though very dangerous, did not ap- 
pear to her any more than an innocent amufement; fo that 
her fimplicity extenuated the fault. Bifhop Yepez (i) makes 
this evident from what the faint herfelf acknowledges (2), not* 
withftanding her inclination to exaggerate this offence : faying, 
that though fhe was delighted with agreeable converfatton and 
diverfions, fhe had always an extreme horrour of any open 
evil ; but file expofed herfelf to the danger, and therefore 
condemns herfelf fo feverely, attributing her prefervation from 
falling down the precipice to God's pure mercy and afliftanco 
in preferving in her heart a great fenfe of the honour of vir- 
tue. She indeed fays (3), that notwithstanding her confefibrs 
judged nothing in thefe actions could have amounted to the guilt 
of a mortal fin, fhe afterward underftood them to have been 
mortal fins : where fhe exprefles her own apprehenfions. tot 
thofe vanities and books were dangerous occafions of greater 
evils than fhe was aware of. When fhe fell into thefe faults 
flie confeiled them, for flic always confefled during the luke- 
warm period of her life all known venial fins, as flic aflurca 

us. 



(1) Ribera, 1. 1. c. 8. Yepez, part 1. c. 3. and -5. (2) Her 
•vvn life, c. 2, &c, ('3) lb, c. and 5. 
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) ps. After her perfect converfion, her timorous confcience aruj 
vehement compunction made herfpeak of thefe fins in ftronger 
'terms than her confefTors approved ; and fhe teftifies that fhe 
:• <) e fired to fay much more on this fubjecl; to publifli to the 
hole world her ingratitude againft God, had they not forbid 
'her. Her father took notice that her devotion was much cooled, 
and not being able handfomely to forbid this vain relation his 
houfe, he placed his daughter, who was then fifteen years of 
a*e, in a very regular convent of Auftin nuns in Avila, where 
niany young ladies of her quality were educated* Terefa found 
a feparation from her companions grievous ; but as her attach- 
ments proceeded only from the natural affectionate difpofition 
of her heart, they were foon forgot, and a fecret fentimentof 
honour and of her reputation made her difguife this repug- 
nance. From the precaution which her father had taken, fhe 
faw that her fault had been greater than fhe imagined, and be- 
gan feverely to condemn herfelf for it. The firft eight days? 
in the convent feemed tedious to her ; but having by that time 
forgot her former amufements, and broken the ties fhe had con- 
tracted in the world, fhe began to be pleafed with her new 
fituation. A devout nun, who was miftrefs of the penfioners,, 
ufed frequently to inftil into her mind ferious reflections on vir~ 
tue, and repeated often to her that dreadful truth : Many are 
called, but few are cbofen. By the difcourfe and counfels of this 
iervant of God, Terefa recovered her fervour, and earneftly 
recommended herfelf to the prayers of the nuns that God 
would place her in that ftate in which fhe might be likely to 
ferve him bed : though fhe had not then the courage to defire 
to be a nun herfelf ; for the thoughts of a perpetual engage- 
ment affrighted her. 

After a year and half fpent in this convent, the faint fell 
dangeroufly fick, and her father took her home. When fhe 
had recovered her health fhe went to fee her eldeft fitter in the 
Country, who tenderly loved her 5 and calling to fee an uncle, 
her father's brother, was detained by him fome time. His 
name was Peter Sanchez of Cepcda : he was a widower, and a 
very difcreet and pious man. He lived retired in the country, 
where he employed his time in his devotions, and in reading 
good books. Pie gave feveral to Terefa to read, and his dif- 
courfe was moft commonly of God, and of the vanity of the 
world. When fhe returned to her father's houfe, fhe began 
for forme time to deliberate with herfelf about embracing a re- 
ligious ftate of life. She at firft thought the convent of the 
Auftin nuns, where fhe had lived, too fevere, and was in- 
clined to choofe a houfe in which fhe had a particular great 

friend ; by which circumftancc fhe afterward feared fhe had 

then 
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then more regard to the fubtle gratification of a fecret fenfol 
fatisfaSion and vanity, than to the greater fpiritual advance, 
ment of her foul. After a violent fever at home (for fiiehaj 
often bad health) fhe was determined, by reading St. Jerom 
epiftles, to become a nun. Her father would by no means gi 
hisconfent; but faid, that after his death (he might difpole of 
herfelf as fhe pleafed. The faint fearing from former expert- 
ence fhe might again relapfe, though fhe felt an excefiive fevere 
interiour conflict in leaving her dear father, went privately to 
the convent of the Incarnation, of the Carmelite nuns, without 
the walls of Avila, where her great friend, fitter Jane Suarez, 
lived, though at that time flie fays (he fought only the good of 
her foul, making no account at all of reft or eafe. Upon her 
taking the habit, God changed the drynefs under which fhe had 
laboured for fome time into an extreme tendernefs of devotion, 
and all her religious obfervances gave her great delight. Whilft 
fhe was fweeping the houfe, or employed in other fuch actions, 
the remembrance that fhe had formerly fpent thofe hours in 
drefling herfelf, or in other vanities, overwhelmed her heart 
with fuch an extraordinary joy as amazed her. But during her 
noviciate fhe felt many fevere interiour trials, notwithstanding 
her conflant great contentment in this ftate. She made her 
profeflion with extraordinary fervour in November, 1534, in 
the twentieth year of her age. A ficknefs, which feized her 
before her profeflion, increafed very much on her after 
it, with frequent fits of fainting and fwooning, and a violent 
pain at her heart, which fometimes deprived her of her fenfes. 
Phyficians finding no remedy for her extraordinary cafe, her 
father got her removed out of her convent, in which the law of 
inclofure was not then eftablifhed. Sifter Jane Suarez bore her 
company, and (he remained partly at her fitter's in the country, 
and partly at Bazeda, almoft a year in the hands of certain able 
phyficians. Their medicines ferved only to increafe her dis- 
tempers, infomuch that for the (pace of three months flie fuf- 
fered fuch exceffive torments, with a continual burning iever, 
that her finews began to fhrink up, and flie could take no relt, 
either day or night. She was alfo op p relied with a prolouml 
fadnefs of mind. Her father, after this, caufcd her to be 
brought to his own houfe, where the phyficians gave her 
over i for her diftempers had then terminated in an hedtick 
fever, and her fliarp pains never left her, and afflicled her all 
over from head to foot. God, however, gave her incredible 
patience : and flie was much comforted by reading the book oj 
Job, with St. Gregory's Morals, or Commentary, and hail 
often in her mouth fome of the afpirations of holy Job which 

,cxnr.eflid his reftgnation to God, She at length, in Augult» 
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: J537' la y near ^ our days in a trance > or l et hargick coma, during 
which time it was expected that every moment would be her 
' jaft. ^ being once imagined that fhe was dead, a grave was 
dug for her in the convent, and fhe would have been buried, if 
her father had not oppofed it, and teftified that he ftill perceived 
in her body certain fymptoms of life. • Through excefs of pain 
. fhe had bit her tongue in many places, when out of her fenfes 5 
and for a considerable time fhe could not fwallow fo much as a 
drop of water without almoft choaking. Sometimes her whole 
body feemed as if the bones were disjointed in every part, and 
her head was in extreme diforder and pain.' She could neither 
ftir hand, nor foot, nor head, nor any other part, except, as fhe 
thought, one finger of her right hand. She was fo fore, that 
fhe could not bear any one to touch her in any part, and fhe 
had often a great loathing of all food. Her pains being fome- 
what abated, fhe fo earneftly defired to return to her monaftery, 
that fhe was carried thither, though her body feemed reduced 
to fkin and bone, and worfe than dead, through the pain fhe 
endured. She continued thus above eight months, and re- 
mained a cripple near three years. The faint endured thefe fuf- 
ferings with great conformity to the holy will of God, and 
with much alacrity and joy. Under thefe afflictions fhe was 
much helped by the prayer which fhe had then begun to - ufe. 
When, in the beginning of this ficknefs, fhe was taken out of 
her convent, and foon after carried into the country, her devout 
uncle Peter put into her hands a little book of F. Offuna, called 
The 1 bird Alphabet , treating on the prayer of recollection and 
quiet. Taking this book for her matter, fhe applied herfelf 
to mental prayer, according to the manner prefcribed in it, 
was favoured' with the gift of tears, and of the prayer of §>utet 
!' (in which, the foul refts in the divine contemplation, fo as to 
);, forget all earthly things); and fometimes, though not for a 
\ longer fpace than an Ave Maria at a time, fhe arrived at the 
£ prayer of Union, in which- all the powers of the' foul arc ab- 
| forpt in God. However, for want of an experienced inftru&er, 
fliernade little progrefs, was not able to hold any difcourfes 
in?i her underftanding, or to meditate without a book, her 
mind being immediately diftrafted. Yet fhe was wonderfully de- 
lighted with tliisMidly meditation, and received a heavenly light, 
in which flic faw clearly the nothingnefs of all earthly things, 
looked upon the whole world as under her feet, and beneath 
the regard of a foul, and / pitied all pcrfons who vainly purfuc 
its empty bubbles. The paralytick diforder in which her fevers, 
violent headachs, and cpnvulfions and contractions of her 
finews had terminated, began fo far to> be abated, that flic was 
able to crawl .upon her hands and feet. After three years ful- 
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fering fhe wa£ p'erfe&ly reftored to her health ; and (he after- 
ward underftood that flic had received of God this favour and 
many others, through the interceifton of the glorious St. Jo, 
feph, which fhe had humbly arid earneftly implored (4). She 
declares, that fhe trembled exceedingly, and praifed and thanked 
the divine mercy with all the powers of her foul, as often as 
fhe remembered that " God might have bereaved her of life; 
* 6 when fhe was in a dangerous ftate : and I think," fays fte, 
cc I may iafely add a tKoufand times, though I be blamed by 
€C him who commanded me to ufe moderation in the recital 
<c of my fins. I have difguifed them enough. I befeech him 
KC for God's fake that he will not extenuate my faults \ for 
" by them the great goodnefs of God, is more manifefltd, 
<c fince he fo long beareth an unfaithful foul. Praife be to Him 
cc forever- May he rather annihilate me 1 , than that I fhould 
<c ever hereafter ceafe to love hi 01(5)." Her confeflbr, by 
whofe order fhe wrote, knew her great propenftty to magnify 
her faults 5 for which reafon he gave her this charge. If vvhe.-i 
fhe was arrived at the moft perfedt purity of heart tfrid divine 
love fhe could difcern fuch faults and dangers ifi her foul, at a 
time whilft fhe feemed already a faint in the eyes of men, and 
received the gift of fupernatural prayer, and other eminent vir- 
tues, how much ought we to fear in our. lukewarm ftate, and 
excite ourfelves to watchfulnefs and compunction ? St. Terefa 
attributes the good opinion which others then had of her to her 
own cunning and hypocrify, though fhe acknowledges that 
flie was never defignedly guilty of any diffimulation, having 
always abhorred fuch a bafeneis. Two great means by which 
fhe preferved her foul from many difficulties and fnares were, 
herconftant and tender charity and goodnefs towards all perfons, 
by which fhe always gained the efteem and good-will of all 
thofe with whom fhe lived or converfed 5 fecondly* an extreme 
dread and abhorrence of the leaft fhadow of detraction, info- 
much that no one durfi in the leaft reflect: on any other perfon 
in her pretence , and from her infancy fhe had had this rule 
always before her eyes, in difcourfing of others to fpeak of 
them in the fame manner fhe would defirc others fhould fpeak 
of her. 

Who f ought not always to tremble for himfelf, and excite 
himfelf by humility and holy fear to watch continually with 
the utmoft attention over his own heart, to apply himfelf 
with his whole ftrength to all his duties, and with the grcatclt 
earneftnefs to call in Omnipotence to his affiftance, fincc this 
Jioly virgin, after receiving fo many favours from God, fell 

again 

(4) Her own life, c, 6. (5) lb. c. 5. 
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Wain from her fervour and devotion ? Her prudence and other 
amiable qualifications gained her the efteem of all that knew 
her. An affectionate and grateful difpofition inclined her to 
make an obliging return to the civilities which others (hewed 
her. And finding herfelf agreeable to company, fhe began to 
take delight in it, by which ihe loft that love of retirement 
which is the foul of a religious or interiour life, and in which 
{he had been accuftomed to fpend almoft her whole time in 
prayer and pious reading. By an irregular cuftom of her con- 
vent flae feemed authorized to indulge this dangerous inclina- 
tion, and fpent much time in converting with feculars at the 
grate or door of the monaftery, and fhe contracted an intimacy 
with one whofe company was particularly dangerous to her. 
Such converfation, befides a great lofs of time, diflipated her 
mind, and infufed earthly affections and inclinations, which 
do infinite mifchief to a foul whofe affections are or ought to be 
fpiritua), and expofe her to the utmoft dangers. Terefa there- 
fore began to neglect mental prayer, and even perfuaded her- 
felf that this was a part of humility, as her diffipated life ren- 
dered her unworthy to converfe fo much or fo familiarly witli 
God by mental prayer. So fubtle is the devil in his fnares, 
'knowing that no virtuous perfon can be deceived but under 
the appearance or cover of good. Xerefa alfo faid to herfelf 
there could be no danger of fin in what fo many others did, 
more virtuous than fhe was, who received frequent vifits of 
fecular perfons in the parlour. The remonftrances which a fe- 
niornun made to heron the impoflibility of reconciling fo much 
diflipation of mind and worldly converfation with the fpirit and 
obligations of a religious life, were not fufficient to open her 
eyes. One day, whilft fhe was converfing at the gate with a 
new acquaintance, fhe feemed to fee our Lord, who repre- 
fented himfelf to the eyes of her foul with much rigour in his 
countenance, teftifying that her conduct difpleafed him. She 
took this for the effect of imagination, and being much impor- 
tuned to it, ft ill perfuaded herfelf, by the example of others, 
that there could be no harm in fo much extcriour convcrfati- 
- on, and that no damage refultcd from it to her foul. She 
grievoufly accufcs herfelf of this fault, and of her blindnefs in 
ihutting her eyes to many warnings and infpirations, by which 
flic ought to have been made fenfible of fo great an evil, which 
file conjures all religious perfons to beware of. Her father had 
teen induced by her, when fhe firft learned the ufc of mental 
prayer, to apply himfelf earn eft ly to it, as to the great means 
, of acquiring all perfect interiour virtues, and within five or 
«x years he was much improved by that holy excrcife. He 
>oftcn called to fee her, and to converfe with heron fpi ritual 

things. 
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things. - He thought {he aflidupufly converfed. .with God, as (he 
had formerly done, when ' {he had [lived a year or more in that 
ftate of diffipation, haying left off, mental, prayer, contenting 
herfelf with only vocal, 0 f : which fhe fays : « This was the 
<c greateft and woift temptation that ever I had;, for by this 
*S means I ran headlong, upon my own ruin (6)." At length 
finding her father's miftake, fhe difabufed .him, telling him ihe 
no longer ufed, mental prayer,, for which fhe alleged the fre- 
quent infirmities to which fhe, was fubje&. But fhe adds : " This 
reafon of. bodily weaknefs was not .a fu.fHcient caufe.to make 
<c me give over. lb good ,a thing, which, requires not corporeal 
" ftrength, but. only love and cuftom. In the mid ft of ficknefi 
«* the heft of prayer may be made : and it is a miftake to think 
cc that it can only be. made in folitude." -Her father, out of 
the good opinion . h© had of her* looked upon, hercxcufeas 
juft, and pitied her, becaufe fhe bad enough to do to be able 
to attend the choir. In 1539, fhe fuffered, a great affliction in 
the lofs of her good father, whom fhe always , loved with the 
moft dutiful and tender afte£Uon. Though ill herfelf, flje 
went out of her monaftery to afiift him in his I aft ficknefi, and 
{trained very hard to. do bim. all the. fer vice, and procure him 
all the comfort ihe was able. Giving great praife to the divine 
mercy for him, fhe : has left us an edifying account of his pre- 
paration for his laft paiTage ^ and mentions the defire which he 
had to leave this world, and the good, advice he gave to his 
children, and all that were about him, whom he charged earneft- 
ly. to recommend his foul to, God, faithfully. to ferve him them- 
felvcs, and to have . constantly before -their eyes that all this 
world mull come to. an end. He added with many tears how 
much- he was grieved, at the heart for not having ferved God 
with greater fervour. ... His ficknefs began with- .a. very grievous 
pain in the fhouldcrs. ' 1 St. Tercfa told him, that fin ce he had 
been much devoted to themyftcry of ourSaviour carrying his 
crofs, he would, do well to conceive, that Chrift in his great 
mercy had bccnpleafed to give him a feeling of fome< part of 
that fufFering. With this .confideration he was fo much com- 
forted, that he mentioned his pain no more, nor did he evee 
let fall the leaft word of complaint. He expired whilft he was 
faying the c recti. His confeifor, F. Vincent Barron, or Var« 
xon, a learned and pious Dominican friar, whom Tcreft at 
that time alfo made ufe of, took pains to make her under (tow 
that her foul was in a dangerous way, and that flic mull not 
fail to make ufe of mental prayer. She therefore began to ttfe 

it again j in the twenty T fp,urth year of her age,, and from * lt 

time 

(6) From her own life, c. 7* . 
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time never left it. Yet for a long time fhe continued ftill to 
^urfue her amufements of worldly diiftpation, and receiving 
viiits at the grate, as if fhe had a mind to reconcile two con- 
traries, which are fo much at enmity with one another : a fpi~ 
ritual life and fenfual paftimes, or the fpirit of God and that of 
the world. The ufe fhe made of prayer made her fee thefe 
faults : yet fhe had not courage to follow God perfectly, or 
entirely to renounce fecular company. Defcribing the lunation, 
of her divided foul at that time, file fays, that £he neither en- 
joyed the fweetnefs of God, nor the fatisfadtions of the world : 
for amid ft her amufements the remembrance of what fhe owed 
to God gave her pain 3 and whilft fhe was converging with 
Cod in prayer, worldly inclinations and attachments diftutbed 
her. Yet God was pleafed often to viflt her in her devotions 
with fweet confolation ; and to beftow upon her great favours, 
even in that very time- of her life when fhe offended him moi-L 
namely, by her frequent ami! fing con vcrfations with fee u!ais? 4 
contrary to the recollection and fpirit which her fete required. 
This goodnefs of God towards her, notwithstanding her flotli 
and rebellions^ was to her a fubjec~f. of continual aftonifhmcnt^ 
and a motive of the ftrongeft love and moft feeling; aratiiude* 
" Hence," fays fhe, cc proceeded my tear?, together with a 
" grievous indignation which I conceived againft myfelfj 
" when f confidered what a wretched creature 1 was 5 fur I 
<c faw that I was ftill upon the point of falling again* though. 
<c my purpofes and defires of amendment (as long as thofe fa- 
" vours lafted) feemed to be firm and ttrong. I fliould be! 
cc glad that all fuch perfons as may read this account of my 
<c proceedings mould abhor me, feeing my foul fo obftinates 
<c and ungrateful towards him who had vouchfafed me fij 
ct great favours. And I wifh I could get leave to declare the} 
cc multitude of times that I failed in my obligation to God 
" in this number of years, becaufe I was not fupportcd by 
u the ftrong pillar of mental prayer. I paffed through this 
u tcmpeiluous fea aim oft twenty years, between thefe fallings 
and rifings, though I rofc very imperfectly, fincc I fo foori 
relapfed." Thefe relapfes arc meant of thofe venial fins and 
; iniperfeclions which flopped her progrefs in the divine fer- 
■Vice. She adds, that as fhe was obliged to write this ac-» 
< count with exatSl and entire truth, flic mutt acknowledge thaf. 

within this term there were many months, and perhaps a whole? 
"f year, ihut fl\c gave hcrfclf much to prayer* without rehipfing 
into vain amufements 5 but becaufe (he remembered little oi" 
I thcic good days, fhe believed they were few ; though few days 
Nied in which fhe had not given a con fid or able time to men - 
p t tal pvnyer : and the worfe me was in health, the more her foul 
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was united to God, and fhe procured that thofe who were 
with her might be fo too, and they fpoke often of God. Thus, 
out of twenty-eight years which had paffed when fhe wrote 
this, fince fhe began to employ herfelf diligently in mental 
prayer, except that one year in which fhe laid it afide, fhefpent 
more than eighteen in this flrife. Bifhop Yepes aiTures us 
from his own knowledge of the faint's interiour, and demon- 
ftrates from her own words (y) 9 that fhe pafTed thefe eighteen 
years in frequent trials of fpiritual drynefs, intermingled with 
interval^ of heavenly confolation in prayer; and that thefe 
faults and dangers which fhe continually deplores and extremely 
exaggerates, confifted chiefly injerious entertainments with af- 
feciionate vifitants, to which the fweetnefs of her temper, and 
the goodnefs of her heart, inclined her, and which her confeflbn 
at that time approved and recommended, though lhe difcovered 
them to be obflacles to her fpiritual perfection and prayer. She 
conjures every one for the love of God to be afliduous in en- 
deavouring to obtain and cherifh the fpirit of prayer, and adds 
the molt pathetick exhortations that no one deprive himfelf of 
fo great a g od, in which nothing is to be feared, but much 
to be defired. By mental prayer we learn truly to underlhnd 
the way of heaven ; and this is the gate through which God 
conveys himfelf and his graces and favours into our fouls, 
c < No body ever made choice of-God for a friend, whom his 
6t - Divine Majefly did not well requite for his pains. For men- 
tal prayer is a treaty of friendfhip with God, and a frequent 
ct and private communication with him, by whom we know 
6C we arc beloved." And they who love him not yet, mud 
force themfelvcs to be much in his company by prayer, and 
pafs on through this gate till they arrive at his love. ct I do not 
46 fee how God can come to us," fays the faint, u or enrich us 
" with his graces, if we fhut the door againft him. Though 
fcC he is infinitely defirous to communicate himfelf to us with all 
cc his gifts, he will have our hearts to be found dilcngaged, 
cc alone, and burning with a defire to receive him. . .O joy of 
" the angels, my Lord, and my God, I cannot think of con- 
cc vei ling with you without dufiring to melt like wax in the 
" {ire of your divine love, and to confume all that is caithty 
c€ in me by living you. Mow infinite is your goodnefs, to 
cc bear with, and even carefs thofe who are imperfccl and bad; 
cc recompense the fhort time they fpend with you, and upon 
« their repentance, blot out their faults ! This 1 experience' 
" in myfelf. 1 do not fee why all men do not approach vou, 

1C to flure in your friendfhip. Even the wicked, whofc atk'f 
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tions have no conformity to your fpirit, ought to approach 
you, that they may become good, even though they at iirtt a* 
4i bide with you fometimes with a thoufand detractions, as I did ? 
ic — Since our Lord fuftered fo wicked a creature as myfelf 
" fo long a time, and all myrniferies were redrefled by this 
u means of prayer, what perfon, how vVicked foever, can 
u find any thing to fear in this exercife ? For how wicked 
« foever any perfon may have been, he will never have Deen 
« fo bad as I was, after having received fuch great favours 
" from our Lord, &c*(8)." The faint fays, that during the time 
of her moll flothful difpofitions, (he was never tired with hear- 
ing fermons, though never fo bad ; but that fhe was a long 
time before Ihe perfectly underftood that all endeavours are 
good for nothing, unlefs firft we ftrip ourfelves entirely of all 
confidence in ourfelves, and place it wholly in God alone. 
This foundation of a fpirit of prayer is feldom fufEciently laid ; 
fo apt is pride imperceptibly to perfuade us that there is fornc- 
thing in us of ftrength, or by which we deferve the divine 
companion. 

After twenty years thus fpent in the imperfect exercife of 
prayer, and with many defects, the faint found a happV change 
in her foul. One day going into the oratory, feeing a picture 
of our Saviour covered with wounds in his paflion, fne was 
Exceedingly moved, fo that (he thought her very heart was 
ready to burft. Calling herfelf down near the picture, and 
pouring forth a flood of tears, fhe cameftly befought our Lord 
to ftrengthen her, that fhe might never more offend him. ohe 
had been long accuftomed every night before lhe compofed hcr- 
; felf to reft, to think on our Lord's prayer in the garden, and 
: bloody fweat, and was particularly affected with that myftery. 
From this time fhe made the fufFerings of Chrift the ordinary 
object of her intejriour converfation with him during the day 
I and night. Being particularly devoted to St. Mary Mhg- 
' dalcn, ihe was delighted to place herfelf in fpirit with her ac 
the feet of Jefus, eamcftly befceching her Redeemer not to dc- 
jipifc her tears. She always found particular comfort in thofe 
.Taints, who, after having been fmners, were converted to our 
'Lord, hoping that by their means he would forgive her, as ho 
had done them. Only this reflection difcouraged her, that he 
^ called them but once, and they returned no more to tin, where- 
as fhe had fo often relapfed ; which afflicted her to the very 
heart, hut the consideration of the love: our Lord bore her, 
;«vadc h cr always confide entirely in his mercy. St. Auftin 
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■who was an admirable penitent, and the patron of the firft 
nunnery in which (he had lived, was one of thofe faints to. 
wards Whom fhe was moft tenderly affected. In reading his 
Confeflions, in the twentieth year of her age, (he applied to 
herfelf that voice by which his converfion was wrought, in fo 
lively a manner as to remain for a conftderable time even dip. 
iblved as it were in tears, with very great affliction and an- 
guifh ; and fhe prayed with the greateft earneftnefs that our 
Lord would hear her cries, have regard to fo many tears, and 
have companion on her miferies. From that time fhe with- 
drew herfelf more than ever from all occafions of vain amufe« 
ments and diffipations, and gave her time more entirely to the 
exer cites of compunction and divine love* The faint had 
fcarce formed her refofution of ferving God perfectly, when he 
vouchfafed to vifit her foul with new and extraordinary confo- 
Litions and favours, regaling her with heavenly fweetneis in 
great abundance: for fhe tells us, he did not require as in 
others that (he fhould have difpofed herfelf for fuch favours, 
bur only that (he was content to receive them. ct 1 never pre- 
44 fumed," fays fhe, 6C to defire that he fhould give me fo 
much as the leaft tendcrnefs of devotion : I begged only for 
grace never to offend him, and for pardon of my pall fins; 
cc and I never durft deliberately defire any fpiritual delights. It 
was an infinite mercy that he "would fuffer me to appear in 
his preftnec. . . Only once in my whole life, being in great 
1 pi ritual drvneH), I defired him to afford me fome little fpi- 
ritual comfort but as foon as I reflected what I had done, 
' c I was filled with confufion, and the grief I felt for my want 
uc of humility., obtained for me that which I had prefumed to 
" beg." 'The faint before (he gives an account of the fuper- 
natur.t] favours file had received, conjures her confeflbr Gar- 
cia do Toledo (by whole order, and to whom fhe wrote this 
relation ) entiiely to conceal all fl\e fays on that head, and 
pubiifh only her fins, imperfections and the indifferent acti- 
ons of her life (9). 

Defer ibing the Hate of her foul with regard to her manner 
of pi dyer, (lie lays fhe began to confider Chrilt as pre lent in 
her ioul, in the lame manner as fhe had been accuftomed to do 
alter communion : thus fhe entertained herlelf with him in her 
oulinaiy acf.ons, and in mental prayer. From the twentieth 
year akcr fhe had full applied herfelf to this exercu'e, flic made 
iirtle ufe ri inteiiour dilcourfinn or reafoninji to inflame her 
affectum* y the iniuitivc conhderation of any motive or onjoa 
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immediately railing in her heart the moff. ardent cries of divine 
]ove. thankfgiving, compunction or earneft Amplications (a). 

T 3 The 



[a) Supernatural paffive prayer 
is infufed fo totally by the Holy 
Choll as not to have the leaif. 
dependance upon human induf- 
try or endeavours, though it re- 
quires certain remote difpofitions 
in the foul. It comprifes the 
prayer of §>ui€t or Recollection 
and chat of Union ; of both which 
St. Terefa often fpeaks. Jn rhe 
former, a foul is fo perfectly 
fhut up within herfelf, that is, 
in her own faculties, as to re- 
ceive no impreflions from with- 
out, the avenues of the fenfes 
and imagination, by which ex- 
ternal objects fcek to prefs in 
upon her, being at that time 
ilopped : by which means (he 

converfes entirely with God a- 
Ione, being wholly employed 
on him by contemplation and 
love. iSt. Terefa calls this prayer 
of Quiet, Myftical Theology, be- 
came it js the firfl degree of fu - 
pematural paflive prayer, which 
hs the object of Myftical Theo- 
logy. She fays that in it Cod 
htipends or Hops the operation 
of the intellect (c. 12. p.6~ }, by 
which term flic means, that he 
reprcfents to the intellect fupci- 
natural and divine things, arK l 
poms into it a clear heavenly 
light, by which ir (ccs th< •in in 
a iinj:le or intuitive view, with- 
01 11 di loom (inn, real on in «r or 
painful application, and thin lb 
tironply that it is not able to 

11 J" ;iVV « 1 )' its attention, or think 
1,1 a "V •hin fc » whatever. Nor 
u,,t * ;i operation Hop in the 
lhU ;. l,l, rt 5 the . aforefa d l K >ht 
l' aI (;: ' the mnrour of the 

'^''••lUndinrv ro the will, which 

l ) 'V nvca ' 1 ' il whh itielf into a me. 
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ftrongly fixed on the object which 
it fees, and is aftonifhed beyond 
expreflion at this clear fight p 
and the will burns with the Jove 
of the fame object ,* the memory 
remaining idle, becaufe the foul 
being entirely filled with the ob- 
ject that is prefent to her, admits 
at that time no other. The 
faint calls this elevation or fuf- 
penfion fupr.niatural^ becaufe in 
it the foul is paifive much more 
than active, though under this 
' operation file produces acts of 
adoration, love, praife, &c St. 
Terefa Jays down two important 
rules with regard to this and o- 
other degrees of pnflive praver ; 
that no one mull ever defire 
them, nor ufe any efforts to ob- 
tain them. For fuch efforts 
would be in vain, the operation 
being fupernatural ; and rhey 
would leave the foul cold, with- 
out devotion, and under the dan- 
gerous influence of a deceitful 
imagination or illuJion. flvconii - 
]y, fuch de fires or cil*. s 1 . v ould 
always f)c a piefumpLio.i or .va.ir 
r.i humility. (i 'Mi is etlii'ce/' 
favs t!u- i'.iinc .'e. 12.) «< bj ; 

64 founded rm iiumilitv, tne 

i 

11 nearer a h;i;l appro. ichef to 
" (/od ; the mme inn'1 this vir- 
" tuc grow in her. Ji ji be not 
'* fo. the whole fabrick v. ill fall 
" in ruin 1 ' (c. 12 ). i rom this 
prayer of Quiet aiifes iometimes 
a liH'd delicious repofe of tlie 

powers of the foul, which then 
Iceim. 10 hcrfelf to want nothing, 
and would williiu»Iy do nothino- 
but l.-ve. This icpoie of the 
foul commonly hills but a little 
while, as ,St- 'I Viola remarks (AV, 
..///{/. now,, p ci, «v*7- p. 309, 

vol, \ }. 
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The tendernefs of 
wants formed her 



her love, and her feeling 
apra\er v/ithout ftudied or chofen words, 



oa. 

fenfe of her own 



The fecond and more fublime 
pailive prayer is that of Union 
Jjy thif tennis not meant an uni- 
on of the prefence or place, by 
which God is prefent to all 
creature? : i.or that ol fariclii; - 
ing grace, by which every juft 
man is partaker of the friend 
lliip of God : nor that of actual 
love of God, which agrees to 
fouls in all adls of the divine 
love- But this myftical union is 
that of the powers, or of the 
undemanding and will, which 
by their vital 'actions are clofely 
united to God. For the intel- 
lect, diverted of all corporeal 
images, is penetrated with the 
clear light and infinite bright- 
nefs of the divine wifdom, and 
the will is clofely joined to God 
by the moft ardent love, which 
is like a fire confuming all earth- 
ly affections. In this ftate the 
foul is diffblved in tendernefs 
and fwcetnefs, and being as it 
were reduced to nothing falls 
into the nbyfs of eternal love, 
5n which being dead to itfelf it 
lives only to God, knowing and 
feeling nothing but love, with 
inexprefnble joy and plcafure, 
which ma nil efts itfelf even in 
the body, which almost faints 
away, and lofes all its ilrcngth. 
The fuul fluus her eyes without 
intending it, and if file opens 
them again, fcarce lees any 
thing with their* St r J ereia 
experienced tin's union at firft of 

very m.m continuance.' but it 
always left a. wonderful light 
which the infinitely blight foil 
hau poured into her undevltand- 
in),, and fhe found Iter fuul ns 
it were quite melted with fweet 

ar.d anient iove. Afterward it 



or 



was very long if this fufpenfion 
of the powers continued half an 
hour, nor is k eaiy during the 
time for a per ion to know how 
long it lafts. The faun being 
at h lofs how to exprelb what 
palles within the foul on i'uch 
orations, heard our Lore lay to 
her : « c She annihilates and 
lofes herfelf to pafs more per- 
" fect-ly into me. It is no longer 
" fhe that lives, but I live in her, 
<f And as fhe comprehends not 
" what me hears, it is as if hear- 

ing Ihe did not hear. ".She aeds, 

that thofe who had experienced 
this, would understand ibmething 
of it; but fhe was not able to 
fay any thing clearer to exprefs 
it. The fruits of this prayer are 
moft ardent defires, heroick refo- 
lutions, an abhorrence and clear 
knowledge of the vanity of the 
world, and this in a more fub- 
lime manner than in the fore- 
going degrees. Above all, her 
humility is much more perfect : 
for the foul here fees manifeitly 
the excels and infinite magnih* 
cence of the divine goodnels and 
mercy, her own entire inability 
to do the lcaft thing towards dc 
ferving it, and her utter un- 
worthinefs and baieneis. As 
when the fun calls its full light 
into a chamber, even mote be- 
comes vifiblc, fo the foul in tlvs 
prayer has fo diilincl and full a 
view of all her mifcrje.s .that Ik 
feems even incapable of 
vain glory (c. 19.). The ™ :U] ' 
ncr of this perfect union is. «*■' 
cording to St. Terefa, pretty Bj 
hiform : but its cH'efts vary, ami 
it is often accompanied wit 
many other heavenly coinnuinr 

cations and i;itcriouv tocbriitf* 0 * 
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or long reafoning and reflection in meditation. St. Terefa fays 
flie had been before accuftomed to feel often a tender heavenly 

X 4 fweetnefs 



of fpirit, on which Richard of 
Sc. Viclor, Dionyfms the Car- 
thufian, Ru/brochius, Thauler, 
Harpius and others have treated 
at large : but their language can 
only be underftood by thofe who 
have fome experience in thofe 
matters. 

This fupernatural paffive 
prayer is called Myflical Theo- 
logy, which has no affinity with 
the Fofnive or Scholallick ; it 
neither confifts in fludy, nor 
lends to acquire knowledge, but 
to improve divine love. Though 
it be not obtained by human in- 
duftry, it requires certain con- 
ditions as. difpofitions in the 
ioul ; chiefly a great purity of 
heart, and difengagement of the 
afreciions from earthly things, 
with the mortification of the 
fenfes and the will, and a rooted 
habitual renunciation, and cru- 
cifixion of felf-love, of the 

gratifications of fenfe, human 
con'olations, vain amufements, 
unprofitable conversation and all 
Superfluous curiofity. The Soul 
mud alfo be prepared for this 
grace by the molt ardent defire 
always to advance, a molt pro- 
found and Heady humility, great 
love both of interiour and cxte- 
riour Solitude and Silence, ailidu- 
oub mental prayer and conftant 
recollection with the practice of 
frequent and fervent afpirations. 
See catd. Bona ( Via compendij 
ml D.um, c. 4 ), Thomas a Jefu 
[Of d i*o . Ouit. 1. 4. ), Dionyfms 
the Carthufian (/. de Fonte lueii ) , 
CJerion ( de AhJiUn I'beo/og. ), 

Kichard of St'. Viclor (A de 

par. ad Con tempi.), St J'ran- 

Ub of Sales ( On the Lwc of 



The means abovementioned 
lead a foul to true Chriftian vir- 
tue : they form the path to an 
interiour Jife. We learn from 
the moft eminent contemplatives 
ancient and modern, and from 
the mod experienced directors, 
that God in his tender mercy, 
like the good father in the para- 
ble of the prodigal Son, Some- 
times regales the Soul of a peni- 
tent finner with the fweetnefs of 
his love and heavenly banquet, 
that by this earneft She may 
, learn more perfectly to deplore 
her ingratitude and infidelities a- 
gainlt So gracious a God, and 
be encouraged to Serve him with 
her whole Itrength. He after- 
ward tries her by Severe exte- 
riour and interiour aiHicYions, 
as perfecutions, pains, Spiritual 
dryneS-, defolation, anguifli of 
mind and anxious Scrupulofity 
and Sears, in order to aiiill her 
in the perSecl crucifixion and pur- 
gation oS her SenSes, a flections 
and powers. Hg ulualiy again 
vifits her with his fweet conibla- 
tions, of which mention is So 
oSten made in the lives and writ- 
ings oS devout perSons, in the 
promiSes of Chrift him Self, in 
the pfahns and other divinely in- 
Spired books. The ufe oS theSe 
comforts confifls in in fit ting a 
clearer light to enable the Soul 
to deSpiSe earthly things and dif- 
cern her own imperfections, in 
kindling in her affections a great 
flame of holy love, and in pro- 
ducing in her a more per feci 
knowledge of hcrfelf, and a tin*, 
cere humility. The foul which 
pleaSes hcrfelf in thofe favours, 
or applies hcrfelf to coiifidev 

them, lolcs that fear which is 

the? 
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fivcetnefs In her devotions ; but at this time her foul began Sq 
be frequently raifed by God to the fublimer degrees of iuper-, 

natural 



the anchor of her fafety, forgets 
the Giver (to whom alone flie 
ought with the greateit com- 
punclion and love to raife all h'jr 
thoughts and afTecTiions) and a- 
buies his gifts to her own de- 
fir uct ion Theie favours are of- 
ten w^irhdrawn for a trial : and 
a finole ienfual delight, or in- 
ordinate affection of the xvill 
fafHces often to deprive a foul of 
\hi$ fpiricual grace. The more 
Inbli.i-e gifts of paflive prayer 
God beftows on few, and on 
flium, in general, rarely. St. Ber- 
vard up m thole words : The 
kit/if hath brought me into his <wine 

ceh'ar, (Cant.) fpeaking of this 

prayer, this fan&uary of the 

£,ieat king, in which he enters 

\vith few whom he hi deb for that 

hour from the wojld ; tills place 

of quiet ; this viiion winch does 

not affright, but cherilh ; does 

pot weary, but calm ; does not 

bring c;avjngs or di It radians, 

but pacifies, and fully iatisfies, 
lays of himself: But, alas ! 

tl the hour is rare, and the dti- 

'* ration fliort." tied btu ! ran* 

! 'Of (i , par-va mora (St'rm. 23. 

: •/ Cant, n. 17-)' And again 
'•>rt-7fi. 8.-. //'. n. 1 3.): " O Iwect 
" commerce! but the moment 

" is fliort, anc) the experience 
r rare. Some one may afk 
,k what this is, to enjoy the 
" Divine Word, Let him feek 
" one who ha? experienced it. 
•* Or if that harpinefh vvcie 
" granted me, do you think 1 
** can explain, what in uufpenk- 
'■• able ? . . . ]{ |r> one thing that 
•* p.'ifles between my foul and 
'! God, and another between 
* 4 you and inc. That 1 could 
;■ K'-I, but could nut utter. , , . 



cc - If you are defirous to know, 
€t what it is, to enjoy the word, 
" prepa/e foi; birn, not your ear, 
" but your foul. The tongue 
16 cannot exprefs this ; yet grace 
" teaches it. It is -concealed 
<c . from the prudent and the wife, 
" and is revealed to little ones, 
" Humility is a great and fub- 
" lime virtue which obtains what 
<c is not raught ; which acquires 
tf what cannot be learned, &c, M 

With regard to paffive prayer, 
the learned Boffuet and oilier 
prelates, aiTembled at Iffy in 
1695, to examine certain crrours 
of Ouie iim, declare (art. zi.j: 
" r l he prayer of the fxngle pre- 
" fence of God, or Pure Faith, 
*• or of Quiet, and other extra* 
" ordinary degrees of prayer, 
** even thofe that are paflive, 
cc approved by St. Francis of 
" Sales and other fptrituallilis 
" received by the church, can- 
" not be rejected." (art. 22.; : 
Without any of thefe decrees 
of prayer a perfon may be- 
*' come a veiy gi eat faint* " — 
(art. 23.) : " 1 o reduce ibe in- 
'• teriour ilate or perfection, 
te and purification of a foul to 
i( . thefe extraordinary degiees of 
'* prayer, is a nianifcll cirour. 
The (n teriour life and the pe r» 
feclion of a foul confills in the 
crucifixion of the old man with 
his vices and irregular cUhr-t. ; 
in the fervour and purity of cha- 
rity, humility, nnti all udui vir- 
tues in the hoajt, and in u".s 

moil perfcl difpnfuuMi to do 
every thing that is moil plcalin:; 
to God, and to do nothing that 
can diiplcafe him. Paflive prayer 
is a means to this Hate, but n»l 

a necc/fary means. Few attain 

■ n. 
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natural paflive prayer. For fhe obferves, that the fervants of 
divine love, in which they chiefly advance by prayer, arrive 
not on a fudden at the higheft degree of prayer. True 
Jove is a precious gift, and the foul muft be more and more 
prepared and difpofed as fhe advances. The gift of prayer 
^nd an inceriour life have difficulties to be overcome, which 
coft much to flefli and blood, efpecially in the beginning or 
firft fteps by which a foul is prepared to receive it. St. Terefa 
diftinguifhes four degrees in mental prayer. In the firfr 3 the 
foul applies herfelf to holy meditation, for which a calm flate of 
mind, and a retired place are neceflary, and the life of Chrin: 
one or the firft and moft important fubjcc^s. No flate of drynefs 
or difficulties from diffractions muft make a perfon lay it a fide: 
lie is not to feek his own fatisfa£iion, and ought to be content 
with humbling himfelf before God, and knowing that his di- 
vine 



it, partly becaufe God confers 
it rarely, and partly becaufe 
there are few truly devout and 
spiritual perrons, or who have the 
couiage ftrenuoufly to deny and 
mortify themfelves fo as to fub- 
due their paffions, and purify 
their affections from aJl inordi- 
nate attachments, and very few 
learn truly and perfectly to know 
and humble themfelves, which 
condition God ufually requires 
in thofe favours. Hence Bartho- 
lomew a Martyribus obferves, 
that, *' This gift is fooner and 
more fublirnely conferred on 
fimplc ideots who have no 
other care than to work their 
falvation in fear and trem- 
bling, and to pi cafe God, 
than on great and learned 
theologians, unlefs thefe have 
viven themfelves up with their 
whole hearts to the fludy of 
humility'* [Gimptvd. Docum. 
i-ji'.tit (><ir. 2. c. 3. § 3 ). VVhich 
i< alio the remark of Richard of 
Sr. Viclorj P> <rf).<j<IConte>rpi.)Li\rd m 
1'ona, Boudon, &c. Kxtraordi- 
nary favours in prayer are never 
to be deli red, this defire general- 
ly a riling from prelumptio n,and 
ppoiing fonh to moil dangerous 
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illufions of their own imagina- 
tion and pride, or of the devil. 
If God bellows them, they are 
to be received with gratitude 
and fear. A foul under them mull 
fbmuch the more abhor her own 
infidelities, and admire and love 
the divine goodnefs : mutt the 
more perfectly fear and diftruft 
herfelf, as St. Terefa ftrongly 
inculcates (c. 18 and 19.) : mult 
never fpeak of fuch favours, un- 
lefs it be neceflary for advice ; 
and even fhudder at the thought 
of any one imagining her worthy 
of fuch a privilege, which fhe 
knows herfelf moll unworthy of. 
She muft not afte.ward dwell 
much on the remembrance, 
which muft arile from a compla- 
cency in herfelf, and be a dif- 
guifed pride. To be admitted 
to weep at the feet of Jefus is too 
great an honour and mercy ; let 
a foul humble herfelf here. Sub- 
lime favours fliew not her fane- 
tity or defeit, but a greater con- 
defcenfion in God to her wcak- 
nefs : and flic muft dread the 
thought of ever looking upon 
them as any way due to her, or 
of others judging her highly fla- 
voured by God. 
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vine majefty regards the defire of our hearts to love him, and 
knows and compaffionates our miferies and weaknefs more than 
we ourfelves can do. We mutt be willing to bear our crofs, 
to pay as well as to receive: and the faint fays (10) (he afterward 
experienced that one hour of confolations abundantly paid even 
in this life for all the crofTes {he had fuftained. Our defire 
ought to be ever to acquiefce in the will of God, to rejoice in 
carrying our crofs with our Lord, and fincerely to acknowledge 
ourfelves infinitely unworthy to be admitted into the divine pre- 
tence, much more to receive the leaft drop of the dew of his 
confolations, which only the pure excefs of his infinite good- 
nefs could ever beftow on the mod unworthy of his creatures, 
out of mere condefcenfion to their weaknefs, which engages 
fcim by thefe fenfible careHes to overcome their obftinacy, and 
draw them to his love. St. Terefa afligns the fecond degree of 
prayer ^e that of Quiet 9 in which the powers of the foul are 
recollected, but not abforpt in God, the will or affections being 
flrongly captivated in God, and employed in acts of love, and 
the undci {landing and memory aiding fome little the will to 
enjoy this us fovereign good and quiet, though the will is fo 
taken up in God as not to regard or be diftracled by the con- 
currence of thefe powers. This frate is accompanied with an 
exceeding great interiour comfort or delight, the powers of die 
foul are applied without labour or - pains (fo that this prayer 
never wearies how long foevcr it continues) and often tears 
flow with joy, of their own accord, or without being pro- 
cured (n). The intellect here may fuggefl certain humble 
filent reflections of thankfgiving, love or the like, which in- 
creafe the flume of the will ; but if the intellect raifes too great 
a tumult, or the will ltrives to filence or recollect it, or the 
memory or imagination, this quiet is loft and vanifhes. This 
recollection or quiet in the cxercife of divine love infpired and 
produced by the fpirit of God, differs infinitely from a pre- 
tended quiet of the will which human induftry may Drive to 
produce in it; but which is without any effedl or fublime ope- 
ration it quickly expires, and is fucccded by great drynefs in 
the affections. The devil fometimes by working upon the 
imagination endeavours to imitate the vifits of the Divine Spi- 
rit ; but an experienced foul eafily difcovcrs his illufions, as bt. 
Tercfa rem inks ; for he leaves the mind dilturbed, not calm 
as the Holy Gil oil always docs : neither does he leave any 
im predion of profound infufed humility (but generally an in- 
clination to pride) nor any llrong difpolitions to viuue, nor 
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great fpiritual light in the understanding, nor fteady refolution 
or conftancy in virtue : which are the effects of heavenly vi- 
fitations, as the faint remarks (12). The third degree of 
prayer fhe calles the Repofe of the foul : it is the prayer of 
Union in which the foul overflows with incomparably greater 
Joy, ardour and .delight in the divine love than in the former ; 
flie confumes hcrfelf in the moft fublime affections of Jove and 
praife, as St. Terefa explains at large, and is not inactive, as 
~the falfe myfticks or Quietifts pretended, though flie knows not 
at all how fhe a&s (13). The fourth degree of prayer diftin- 
truilhed by her is a more perfect union of all the powers of 
the foul, fufpended and abforpt in God, as flie explains at 
large (14). This is accompanied with fo great interiour joy 
and delight, that the faint afliires us, a fingle moment would 
be even in this life a fufHcient recompence for all the pains 
we can have undergone (15). St. Terefa diftinguiflies the 
prayer of Union, in which her foul was able to refift the divine 
operation, from a rapture or ecftafy in which it could not refift, 
and in which her body loft all the ufe of its voluntary functi- 
ons and every part remained in the fame pofture, without feel- 
ing, hearing, or feeing at leaf! fo as to perceive it ; though (he 
fays, on fuch occafions the foul knows fhe is in a rapture, 
whilft flie is by the moft ardent love raviflied in God. Thefc 
raptures continue fometimes for hours, though not all that 
time in the fame degree. In them the foul fees in a wonder- 
ful and clear manner the emptinefs of earthly things, the 
greatnefs and goodnefs of God, and the like. Though before 
lhe faw nothing in herfelf but defires of ferving God, in a 
rapture fhe beholds herfelf covered with fpots, defects and 
faults, for the fmaileft are clearly vifible in a bright beam of 
divine light, darting in upon her: flic fees that flie is all mi- 
fery and imperfection, and cries out : TVho Jlmll be j u ft ified before 
thee? As the veilel which feemed before clear in a cryftal 
i'Jafs, appears full of atoms if it be placed in the beams of 
the fun : fo this divine fun by darting its bright beams upon the 
foul, fets before her eyes all her imperfections and fins as fo 
many hideous fpots. At this light fhe is confounded and hum- 
bled on one fide beyond exprctfion, and on the other aftonifh- 
ed at the greatnefs and goodnefs of God,, and tranfported in an 
tcHafy of love and ado:ation. St. Terefa mentions that hav~ 
i'»£ udFcrcd two raptuiea in the church which could not efcape 
the obfervacion of others, flic prayed that this might no more 

happen 
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happen to her in publick, and from that time it had not when 
fhe wrote : but this was not long after. She fays £he was 
fometimes raifed from the ground in prayer, though fhe en- 
deavoured to refift it (16). 

St. Terefa, after having exercifed herfelf twenty years in 
mental prayer, began to withdraw herfelf from the conven- 
tion of fecular perfons and other occafions of diflipation and 
little faults which fhe exceedingly exaggerates, and was 
favoured by God very frequently with the prayer of Quiet, 
and alfo with that of Union, which latter fometimes con- 
tinued a long time with great improvement of her foul, 
and with exceilive heavenly joy and love. The examples 
of certain women who had been miferably the dupes of 
a deluded imagination and of the devil, much terrified her; 
and though fhe was perfuaded her favours were from God, 
file was fo much perplexed with thefe fears that fhe refolved to 
take advice: and fhe con fulled fo many perfons, though oblig- 
ing them to fecrecy, that the affair was divulged abroad to her 
great mortification and confufion. The firU perfonto whom 
fhe opened herfelf was a gentleman of the town, named Fran- 
cis of Sa-lfedo, a married man, who for thirty-eight years had 
praciifed mental prayer with great affiduity, and with his vir- 
tuous lauy, who concurred with him in his great charities, fafts 
and other exevcifes of piety, was an example of virtue to the 
whole country. This gentleman introduced to her Dr. Daza, 
a learned and virtuous priefr $ and after an examination, from 
what fhe declared of herfelf, both judged her to be deluded by 
the devil, faying, fuch divine favours were not confident with 
a life fo full of imperfections as fhe cxpofed hers to be. Her 
alarms being increafed by this decifion, the gentleman ad v i led 
her to {peak with one of thofe firft Fathers of the Society of 
Jefus, who were lately come into Spain, and were eminent 
for their manner of prayer, and their experience in virtue and 
an intcriour life. This gentleman (to whom the faint fays fhe 
owed her falvation and her comfort) bad her not be difco 11 raged, 
becaufe fhe was not delivered from all her imperfections 111 
one day ; for God would do it by little and little, and laid 
that he himfclr had remained whole years in reforming fome 
very light things, iiy the means of certain friends one of 
tbelc Fathers oi the Society vihted her, to whom fhe made ;» 
very carol 11 1 geneial confeilion, in which with the confeilion ol 
her fms, fhe gave him an account of all the particulars through 
the com fe of her whole life relating to her manner of prayet, 
and her late extraordinary favours. The Kather allured her 
thefe wen." divine graces: but told her file had negiedteJ tol y 

tin; 

( 1 '■) c. :o. 



Oft. 1 5. 



St. TERES A, V; 



3 T S 

the true foundation of an interiour life by the practice of an 
univerfal felf-denial and mortification, by which a perfon 
learns to govern his fenfes, fubdue entirely his paiTions, and 
cut off all inordinate attachments in the heart. That fpiri- 
tual builder attempts to raife an edifice of devotion upon a 
quickfand, who does not begin by laying the foundation by hu- 
mility and that fpirit of compunction and practice of general 
felfdenial which being joined with a life of prayer will be a 
crucifixion of the Old Man, and a reformation of the affecti- 
ons of the foul. By the advice of this confeffor St. Terefa 
made every day a meditation on fome part of our Lord's paffion, 
and let herfelf heartily to pradtife fome kinds of penance which 
were very inconfiftent with her weak health ; for on pretence of 
her great infirmities fhe had thought little of any other morti- 
fications than fuch as were general. By the prudent order of 
the fame fervant of God, though he judged her extraordinary 
gults in prayer to be from God, fhe endeavoured for two 
months to refifl and reject them. But her remittance was in vain : 
and when fhe laboured the molt to turn herfelf from heavenly 
communications, our Lord overwhelmed her molt abundantly 
with them. St. Francis Borgia, at that time commifTary general 
of the Jefuits in Spain, coming to Avila, was defired to fpeak to 
the faint, and having heard her account of her prayer and ftate 
he aflltred her without hefitation that the fpirit of God was the 
author of her prayer 5 commended her refiftance for a trial du- 
ring the two months paft, but advifed her not to refift any eleva- 
tions if our Lord was pleafed to vifit her fo in prayer, provided 
fhe had no hand in endeavouring to procure them: and he pre- 
fer ibcd her greater mortifications than fhe had hitherto under- 
taken. Her confeflbr being called away, me chofe another of 
the Society of Jefus. This was F. Balthafar Alvarez du Paz, 
a very fpiritual man, who through fevere interiour trials during 
the (pace of twenty years, arrived at the perfection of holy 
contemplation and an interiour life (b). This excellent director 
took notice of certain immortifications in the conduct of St. 

Tercfa > 

tile in 1^71 : afterward rector at 
Salamanca, mailer of novices, 
and in 1^76 rcclor at Villagar- 
cia : then vifitor of Aragon : af- 
ter his vifitation he-was nominated 
provincial of Peru, but this des- 
tination being changed was made 
provincial of Toledo, in which 
oflice he died in 1 580. 



{/;) Sec his edifying life writ- 
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an account of his manner of 
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at Medina del U;.mpo : then pro- 
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Xerefa, contrary to her perfect fan&ification, efpecially in her 
remaining ft ill fenfible to the fatisfaftion of ingenious, witty 
and learned converfation, of which he put her in mind. Her 
anfwer was, that fhe had hoped her motive in it had been al- 
ways for the beft, and that it feemed a kind of ingratitude in her 
entirely to deny herfelf to certain friends. He told her fhe 
would do well to beg of God that he would direcT: her to do 
what was moft pleafing to him, and for that purpofe to recite 
every day the hymn, Vent* Creator Spiritus* She did fo for a 
confiderable time, and one day whilft fhe was reciting that 
hymn fhe was favoured with a rapture, in which (he heard 
thefe words, which were fpoken to her in the moft interiour 
part of her foul : " I will not have thee hold converfation with 
cc men, but with angels." She was exceedingly amazed at 
this voice, which was the firft fhe heard in that manner: from 
that time fhe renounced all company but what bufinefs or the 
direct, fervice of God obliged her to converfe with (17). The 
faint had afterward frequent experience of fuch interiour fpeeches 
after raptures, and explains how they are even more diftin£t and 
clear than thofe which men hear with their corporal ears, and 
how they are alfo operative, producing in the foul the ftrongelt 
impreflions and fentiments of virtue, and filling her with an 
aflurance of their truth, and with joy and peace ; whereas all 
the like illufions of the devil leave her much difquieted and dif- 
turbed and produce no good efFe&s, as fhe experienced two or 
three times (18), The faint earned thefe great heavenly com- 
forts by fevere fufFerings : or rather God purified and improved 
her foul in his love and all virtues both by his fweeteft confe- 
ctions and the fharpeft trials. She fays of herfelf under the 
name of a third pcrfon what follows : " I know one who 
* fi for thefe forty years (fince God hath vouebfafed to honour 
tc her with fpecial favours) hath not paffed one day without 
ct anguilh and various kinds of fufrerings, befides fickneflis 
cc and great fatigues." (19). Whilft F. Balthafar Alvarez 
was her director fhe fuffered grievous perfecutions, for three 
years, and during two of them extreme interiour defolation of 
foul intermixed with gleams of fpiritual comfort and fa- 
vours (20). It was her earneft defire that all her heavenly 
communications fhould be kept fecret : but they were become 
the common fubjeel: of difcourtc in every converfation, and 
even in the publick fchools, and fhe was every where ccn- 
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fured and ridiculed as an enthuftaft or hypocrite : her con- 
feflbr was perfecuted on her account. Six religious men ofi 
note who had been her friends, after a conference on this fub- 
jeft decided that fhe feemed deluded by the devil, and prevail- 
ed on F. Balthafar to go with them to her, and to order her 
not to communicate fo frequently (which was her greater!: fup- 
port and comfort) not to live fo ftricTJy retired, and not to 
prolong her meditations beyond the time prefcribed by the rule 
of her houfe. Her very friends reviled and ftiunned her as one 
who had a communication with the devil, and fome ftuck not 
to call her a devil. F. Balthafar indeed bad her be of good 
courage; for if (he was deluded by the devil, he could not hurt 
her, provided (he laboured only to advance in charity, pati- 
ence, humility and all virtues. One day the faint, after having 
fuftered a long and grievous defolation and afRiclion of fpirit, 
fuddenly fell into a rapture, and heard a voice interiourly 
faying to her: 6C Fear not, daughters for it is I, and J will 
" not for fake thee: do not fear." (21) Her rnind was in- 
flantly quieted and compofed, and filled wivh light; her foul 
was drowned in heavenly fweetnefs and joy, and being end u~ 
ed with ftrength and courage, fhe challenged the devils, mak- 
ing no more reckoning of them than fo many flies, and faying 
to herfelf that God whofe fervant flie defired to be, is all- 
powerful, and under his protection nothing could hurt her ; 
and as flie pretended and defired no other thing than to pleafe 
him, fhe joyfully met all fuffe rings and renounced all eafe and 
contentment if flie could only be fo happy as to accomplifh in 
all things his holy will. A confeflbr whom the faint made ufe 
of once during the abfence of F. Balthafar, told her that her 
prayer was an illufion, and commanded her when (he faw any 
viuon, to make the fign of the crofs, and to in fill t the virion, 
' as of a fiend. The faint allures us, that thefe vifions and rap- 
tures carried with them their own evidence and demonftration, 
fothat whilft they continued, it was impoffible for her to har- 
bour the leaft doubt but they were from God. ■ Neverthelefs, 
flie knew them to be fubordinate to the ordinary means which 
God has cftabliihed to conduct our fouls to him : and as all 
pretended vifions muft be falfe and condemned which fhouhl 
contradict the fcripture or the authority of the church, fo no 
tocli vifions can exempt us from any duty t'owauls the church 
or othors ; for God never derogates by priv.Ue revelations 
Irorn his general laws and eflabliuVd rubs. Therefore in fun- 
phcity flie obeyed this order of her confeflbr; and the faint 
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a fibres us that Chrift himfelf in feveral vifions approved her 
condudt in fo doing (22). She adds, that in thefe vifions to 
ufe fome exteriour action of fcom was a terrible thing to her, 
as fhe could not poflibly believe but that it was God. " And I 
" befought our Lord," fays fhe, cc with much inftance to free 
cc me from being deceived 5 and this I did continually, and 
Ci with abundance of tears. I begged it alfo by the prayers of 
" SS. Peter and Paul ; becaufe as 1 had my firft vifion on their 
c ' feftival, our Lord told me they would take fuch care of me, 
cc that I fhould not be deceived. Accordingly, I have often 
feen very clearly thefe two glorious faints my very good 
patrons, upon my left hand. But this making figns of 
66 fcorn when I faw the vifion of our Lord, gave me ex- 
ceflive pain and trouble. For when I faw him prefent be- 
fore my eyes, it was impoffible for me to believe it was 
<c the devil. . . . That I might not be perpetually croffing my- 
Ci felf, I took a crofs into my hands, and this I did almoft al- 
ct ways. I ufed not the figns of fcorn often ; for this affiicled 
" me too much, and I remembred the affronts which the Jews 
* c put upon our Lord; and I humbly befought him to par- 
don me, fince I did this in obedience to thofe whom he had 
<c appointed in his own place. . . . He bid me not be troubled 
* 6 at it, for I did well in obeying them ; but he faid he would 
* fc bring them to underftand the truth which they afterward 
did. " When they forbad me the ufe of mental prayer, our 
" Lord appeared angry at it, and bad me tell them this was 
" tyranny. He alfo gave me reafons to know that this was 
" not the devil. Once when I held in my hand the crofs 
" which was at the end of my beads, he took it into his 
tc hand ; and when he gave it me again, it appeared to be of 
" four great ftones, incomparably more precious than dia- 
* c monds. ... A diamond is but a counterfeit in comparifort 
" of thefe. They had the five wounds of our Lord engraved 
ct upon them after a moft curious manner. He told me f 
* c (hould always fee this crofs fo from that time forward, and 
" fo I did : for I no longer faw the matter of which the crols 
<c was made, but only thofe precious (tones ; though no other 
" faw them but my felf. When I was commanded to ufe this 
cc relillance to thofe favours, they increafed much moie, and 
<c I was never out of prayer. Even whilft I flcpt I was utter- 
cc ing amorous complaints to our Lord, and his love was Mil 
44 increafed in me. Nor was it in my power to give over 
" thinking on him, and leafr of all when I endeavoured at it, 

iC Yet I obeyed as well as I could, though 1 was able to d» 
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« little or nothing in that. refpect. Our Lord never freed me 
« from obeying them : yet he gave me all aflurance that it 

• « was he, and in ft meted me what I fhould fay to them. * . . 

• « There grew in me fo impetuous a love of God, that I found 
« myfclf even dying through a defire to fee him (my true life), 

n0 r did I know how or where to find this life, but by death, 
« &c. (22)." Bifhop Yepez informs us (23), that this crofs 
-fell afterward into the hands of the faint's fitter, Jane of Ahu- 
mada, who died at Alva ; and he relates fome miracles wrought 
by it. Pope Gregory XV. in the bull of the canonization of 
'St. Terefa, commends this example of her obedience as the 
tefl of her fpirit, and of her vifions, &c. cc By the command 
<c of her confeflbrs (he humbly mewed marks of contempt 
" under the vifions of our Lord, not without a great recom- 
" pence of her obedience. , . . She was wont to fay, that fhe 
" might be deceived in difcerning vifions and revelations ; but 
« c could not in obeying fuperiours," fays this pope. 

Though after two years fpent in frequent interiour defla- 
tion, the vifits of the Holy Ghoft reftored her interiour 
peace with great fweetnefs and fpiritual light, which difpelled 
her former darknefs, fhe continued to fuffer a whole year 
longer a perfecution from her friends, which feemed ge- 
neral. F. Balthafar Alvarez, who was a fpiritual man, but 
exceeding timorous, durft not oppofe the torrent, or decide 
with confidence that the Holy Ghoft was the author of the 
wonderful operations in her prayer, though he continued to 
hear her confefiions, which fcarce any other perfon in the coun- 
try would have done ; and he comforted her, faying, that fo 
long a« fhe improved herfelf in virtue, the devil could do her 
no prejudice. She had learned to be fo perfectly dead to her- 
felf, that with regard to herfelf fhe was not the leaft concerned 
what the whole world faid or did concerning hers but the 
judgment of others as to her ftate gave her ftill frequent great 
alarms and fears, which contributed both to purify her foul, 
and to prove more clearly her fpirit of prayer. In 1559, St. 
Peter of Alcantara, commifiary-general, and vifitor of the 
Francifcans, coming to Avila, converfed feveral days with St. 
Terefa. Few faints feemtohave been more experienced in art 
interiour life, or better verfed in the fupernatural gifts of prayer 
than this holy man. He difcovercd in Terefa the moil certain, 
nuub of the wonderful graces of the Holy Ghoft, expreflcd 
great companion for her fufTb rings from the contradictions and 
flanders even of good men and learned doctors, and publiclcly 
Vw» 'V. U declared, 
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declared, that, except the truths of holy faith, . nothing ap. 
peared to him more, evident than that her foul was conduced 
by the fpirit of God ; but he foretold her that fhe was not 
come to an end of her perfecutions and fufferings. The autho* 
rity of this glorious faint, the reputation of \vhofe judgment 
and fanciity gave his confident decifion the greateft weight, 
turned the Itream exceedingly Id favour of the holy virgin. It 
is not to be exprcfFed what comfort and advantage fhe received 
from the converfation of this holy man, who ftrongly recom- 
mended her defence and direction to F. Balthafar, at that time 
her ordinary confeflbr, though he was fhortly after removed 
to another place. After the trials already made, and the 
judgment pa'ffrd by St. Pecer of Alcantara, not only F. Baltha- 
far, but many other perfons of the greatefl piety, learning, 
and authority, declared confidently that the marks and reafons 
were mofl clear and convincing, that f in her ecttafies and 
prayer, fhe was conducted in a fupernatural manner by the 
Divine Spirit. In her life, written by herfelf a we have a ge- 
neral account of the wonderful things (he experienced. She 
fometimes fuffered interiour trials of darknefs in the mind, and 
great anguifh of foul, joined with extreme pain of bodily fick- 
ncfs, fo that the poweis of her foul feemed on fome occafiom 
fufpended through exceffive for row, almoft as they were ufually 
in raptures through excefs of joy. For thefe afRicYions God 
made her very ample amends; for they were always followed 
with a great abundance of favours, and her foul feemed tocome 
out of them like gold more refined and pure out of the crucible, 
to fee our Loid within herfelf. Then thofe troubles appeared 
little, which before feemed infupportable, and fhe was willing 
to' return again to fuffer ftili greater tribulations and perfecu- 
tions i for all in the end bring more profit, though the faint 
ixys (he never bore her's as fhe ought. Befides interiour troubles 
ana temptations, fhe fometimes met with exteriour afflictions, 
and frequently fiiw devils in hideous figures : but fhe (hove 
them away by the croft or holy- water; and when the place 
was fprinlcled with holy-water they never returned (24). One 
day wiiilii ihe was in prayer, fhe had a vifion of hell, in 
which :(he feemed in fyint to he lodged in a place which flu: 
had dt-fx rved, th*»t is, into which the vanities and dangerous 
nmulements of her youth would have led her, had the not nevii 
reclaiim d by the divine metcy'. Nothing can be added to tac 
eiUMp^y wiih which fhe dclciibes the pain fhe felt from an inte- 
ijomi ii*e and unfpr ikablc defpair ; the thick . darkucft, without 
the lcait {.pimple of Ji^hi, in which flic knew not how, A JC 
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fays, one fees all that can afflict the fight : from torturing diicon- 
tent and anguifti, the difmal ; thought of eternity, and the agony 
of the foul by which fhe is her own executioner, and tears 
hcrfelf, as it were, to pieces, of which it is too little to fay that 
it feems a butchering and a rending of herfelf. The faint fays, 
that in comparifon of thefe pains all torments of this world are 
no more than pictures, and burning here a trifle in refpe& of 
that fire. This was but a reprefentation of thofe torments ; yet 
fhe fays that after this vifion all things feemed eafy to her in 
this life, in comparifon of one moment of thofe fufterings. 
She continued ever after moft heartily to thank God for having 
mercifully delivered her, to weep for iinners, and to com- 
panionate the blindnefs of fo many who fwallow down, as if 
they were nothing, even moft grievous fins, which, though fhe 
had been moll: Wicked, fhe had by the divine mercy always 
fhunned, as murmuring, detraction, covetoufnefs, envy, and 
the like (25). 

If trials improved the foul of this faint in virtue, fhe received 
fo great fpiritual profit from the heavenly communications* 
prayer of Union, and raptures, which were for a long time fa- 
miliar to her. In her ecftafies revelations were imparted to 
her, with vifions, and other great favours, all which ferved 
continually to humble and fortify her foul, to give her a ftrong 
difrelifh of the things of this life, and to enflame her with the 
moft ardent defires of pofleffing God. In raptures fhe was 
fometimes elevated in the air, of which fhe gives the follow- 
ing defcription (26). Having faid that the foul has a power 
of refitting in the prayer of Union, but not in raptures in which 
her foul was abfolutely carried away, fo that fhe could not flop 
it, fhe adds : •« Sometimes my whole body was carried with 
" it, fo as to be raifed up from the ground, though this was 
" feldom. . . . When I had a mind to refifl thefe raptures,, 
" there feemed to me fomewhat of fo mighty force under my 
" feet, which raifed me up, that I know not what to compare 
" it to. , . . All my reii fiance availed little; for when our Lord 
" hath a mind to do a thing, no power is able to fland againfi 
c< it. . . The efTecls of this rapture are great. Firii, the mighty 
" power of the Lord is hereby made, mamfeft; for when he is 
" pleafcd, we arc no more able to detain our bodies than our 
cc fouls: we are not matters, of them, but muft, even againfi 
" our will, acknowledge that we have a fupcriour, that thefe 
" favours come from him, and that of ourfclvcs we are able 
H 10 do nothing at all : and a great imprefiion of humility is 
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c< made on the foul. Further I confefs it alfo produced in me 
cc a great fear (which at firft was extreme) to fee that a maffy 
Ci body fhould be thus raifed up from the earth. For though 
€t it be the fpirit which draws it after it, and though it be done 
with great fweetnefs and delight (if it be not refilled), yet 
<fc our fenfes are not thereby loft j at leaft I was fo perfectly in 
c< my fenfes, that I underltood I was then raifed up. There 
<fi alfo appears hereby fo great a majefty in him who can do 
this, that it makes even the hair of the head to ftand on end; 
and there remains in the foul a mighty fear to offend fo great 
a God. Yet this fear is wrapped up in an exceffive love, 
« which the foul conceives afrefti towards him, whom fhe 
" finds to bear fo great a love to fuch wretched worms as we 
4C are. For he feerns not content with drawing the foul to 
*« himfelf, but he will needs draw up the very body too, even 
* c whilft it is mortal, and compounded of fo filthy an earth, 
«< as we have made it by our fins. This favour alfo leaves in 
*« the foul a wonderful difengagernent from all the things of 
cc this world, in raptures of the fpirit alone there feems a total 
« loofening of the foul from all things, as it concerns the 
" fpirit. But here it feems that alfo the body partakes of this 
cc difene;agement. And it breeds fuch a new averfion and dif- 
fc< guft of the things of this world, that it makes even our 
" life much more painful to us," &c. Bifhop Yeprez re- 
lates (27), that the faint, when fhe was priorefs of the con- 
vent of St- Jofeph at Avila, as (lie was going to receive the 
communion at the hands of the bifhop Don Alvarez of Men- 
doza, was raifed in a rapture higher than the grate through 
which (as is ufual in nanneries) fhe was to receive the holy 
communion ; of which alfo fitter Mary Baptift, priorefs of Val- 
ladolid, was an eyewitnefs with others. Likcwife Bannes, a 
very learned theologian of the Order of St. Dominick, whofe 
name is famous in the fchools, and who was for fome time 
confelTor of Sr. Terefa, teftificd that the faint one day, in pub- 
lick, as fhe was raifed in the air in the choir, held hcrfelt by 
fome rails, and prayed thus 1 " Lord, fuffer not, for fuch a 
" favour, a wicked woman to pafs for virtuous." He men- 
tions other inftances in the publick choir ; but fays, that at* 
her earneft requeft, this never happened to her in publick during 
the laft fifteen years of her life. Richard of St. Viclor (28) 
teaches, that raptures arife from a vehement fire of divine love- 
in the will, or from exceffive fpiritual joy, or from a beam of 
heavenly light darting upon the uudcrftanding. We learn from 



(27) Ycpcz, c. 15. p. 1 17. (28) 1. 5. dc Contempl. c. 5. 
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St. Terefa, that thefe three efFecis of an externa] grace ufually 
concur in raptures. She fays, the faculties or powers of the 
foul are loft by being mod ftraightly united to God, fo that 
Hie thought me neither faw, nor heard, nor perceived any thing 
about her; but this was only for a very fhort fpace during the 
Jiigheft part of fome raptures: during the reft of the rap- 
ture, the foul, though fhe can do nothing of herfelf as to the 
cxteriour or the voluntary motions of the body, undeiftands 
and hears things as if they were fpoken from afar off. When 
fhe returns to herfelf, her powers continue in fome degree ab- 
forpt fometimes for two or three days. In thefe raptures a foul 
clearly fees, and as it were feels how perfectly a nothing all 
earthly things are: how grofs an errour, and abominable a lye 
it is, to give the name of honour to what the world calls fo : 
real honour being built on truth, not on a lye. A like idea 
fhe has of the vanity and folly of the love of money, and of 
the bafenefs of earthly pleafures ; and me learns that nothing is 
really true but what conduces to virtue, and makes no account of 
any thing which brings us not nearer to God. The grcatnefs and 
, goodnefs of God, the excefs of his love, the fweetnefs of his fer- 
vice, and fuch other great truths are placed in a great light, and 
made fenfibly manifeft to her : all which {he understands with a 
clearnefs which can be no way exprefTed : the impreflion where- 
of remains afterwards in the foul. In the rapture file acquires 
alfo a liberty and dominion, which refults from her perfect dif- 
cngagement from creatures, upon which fhe looks down, as 
raifed above them, and above herfelf; and ihe is filled with 
confufion that fhe mould have been fo miferable as to have ever 
been entangled by them. She looks back upon her former 
blindnefs with amazement ; and confiders with companion the 
mifery of thofe who ftill rem tin iirthe like. But no effects of 
a rapture are fo remarkable or profitable as the clear fight which 
the foul receives in it of her own imperfections, bafenefs, and 
nothingnefs ; together with the moft profound fentiments <f hu- 
mility, and on the other fide, a great knowledge of the goodnefs, 
majefty and boundlcfs power of God, with the moft ardent love 
amMcfires of fpeedily pofleffing him for ever (29). Hence 
St. Terefa, when her foul was deeply wounded, and totally 
inflamed as it were by a fpark falling from the immenfo fire of 
the love our Lord bore her, often repeated, with incredible 
earncttnefs, that verfc : s/s the hart panUth after the fountains of 
water, Jo panicth my foul after thee, O God (30). Among the 
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vifions which the faint had of the joys of heaven, in one fh e 
faw her parents in blifs (3') ; in others, much greater fecrets 
of that glorious kingdom were fliewn her, at which fhe re- 
mained amazed, and was ever after exceedingly moved entirely 
to defpife all things below •, but fhe found it impoffible to give 
any defcription of the leaft part of what fhe faw, the brightnefs 
of the fun being mean and obfcure in comparifon of that light, 
which no human imagination can paint to. it felf, nor any of 
the other things which fhe then und^rftood, and that with a 
fovereign- delight, a!l the fenfes enjoying a fuperiour degree of 
fweetnefs, which cannot be declared. She remained once about 
an hour in that condition, and our Lord {hewing mod admi- 
rable things, laid to her : " See what they lofe who are againft 
c ' me : do not forbear to tell them of it." " But, O Lord," 
faid the faint, 6C what good will my telling do them, whom their 
* c own malice blindeth, unlefs thou giveft them light?" She 
adds, that the contempt of this world, and the defires of hea- 
ven with which thefe vifions infpired her, could not be de- 
clared. cc Hence alfo," fays fhe, "I loft the fear, of death, of 
cc which J had formerly a great apprehenfion." *' Such was the 
value file learned to fet upon the glory and happinefs of loving 
and praifing God in his eternal kingdom, that for the leaft 
decree of increafe in it, fhe fhould have been molt willing to 
fuller all chat can be imagined to the end of the would, though 
to her, who deftrved hell, the loweft place in heaven would be 
an infinite and molt undeferved mercy. She fometimes faw 
the myftery of one God in three perfons in fo clear and won- 
derful manner, as much comforted and amazed her: fometimes 
Chrift in the bofom of his, Father, and frequently his humanity 
in its glorified ftate fo beautiful and delightful, that fhe com- 
prehended that to behold one glorified body, efpecially the 
adorable humanity of Chrift, would alone be a great felicity (32). 
She often heard his Majefty fay to her with demonftration of 
great love : " Thou fhalt now be mine, and I am thine." She 
was favoured with many vifions in the holy Eucharift : and 
fometimes with apparitions of the Blefied Virgin, St, Jofepli, 
and other faints; and frequently of angels of different orders 
Handing near her, though the did not know their orders j lor 
they never told her this. One of thefe vifions flic defcribes as 
follows (33) : " I faw an angel very near me, towards my 
" left fide, in a corporal form (which is not ufual with me; 
ct for though angels are often represented to me, it is only by 
6C the intellectual vifion). 'This angel appeared rather little 

cfi than big, and very beautiful : his face was lb inflamed, that 

" he 

(31) Her own life, c. 28. (37) c. z3. (33) c. 29. 
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«' he Teemed to be one of thofe high eft angels called feraphims> 
* c who feem to be all on fire with divine love. He had in his 
" hand a long golden dart,and at the end of the point me thought 
« there was a little fire ; and I conceived that he thruft it feveral 
< c times through my heart, after fuch a manner that it pafled 
<c through my very bowels ; and when he drew it out, me- 
<c thought it pulled them out with it, and left me wholly en- 
< c flamed with a great love of God." She fays that this wound 
caufed a great pain in her foul, which alfo afK-cted her body: 
but this extremity of pain was accompanied with exceffive de- 
light, and whilft it continued {he went up and down like one 
tranfported, not caring to fee or fpeak, but only to burn and 
be confumed with that pain, which was a greater happinefs to 
her than any that can be found in created things. 'J "lie faint's 
defire to die, that fhe might be fpeediiy united to God, was 
tempered by her ardent deiire to fuffer for his love : and the ex- 
cefs of his love for her, and of the comforts which he fo offen 
afforded her, made her cfteem it as of no account that fhe 
fhoulJ defire to fuffer afflictions for his fake. And flic writes: 
" It feems to me there is no reafon why I fhould live but only 
u to fuffer; and accordingly this is the thing which I beg with 
£c moft affecStion of God. Sometimes I lay to him with my 
" whole heart : Lord, either to die, or to fuffer, I beg no 
" other thing for myfelf. It comforts me alfo to hear the 
" clock ftrike : for fo methinks I draw a little nearer to the 
cc feeing of God ; fince one hour more of my life is paft (34)." 
The faint mentions feveral inftances of perfons of remarkable 
virtue, fome in a fecular, others in a religious frate, of her 
own nunnery, and of feveral other Orders, whofc fouls fhe faw 
in viiions freed from purgatory through the prayers of devout 
perfons, and carried up to heaven, feveral hours or days after 
their departure; though their penitential and holy lives, their 
patience in long illnefles, their great regularity in the r convent, 
and their tears, humility, and compunction at their death 
which edified all who knew them, had perfuaded her they 
would be admitted ftraight to glory, Bcfides the particular 
inftances flic relates, fhe adds flic had feen the fame of many 
others. " But among all the fouls which I have feen, 1 have 
u not known any one to have efcaped purgatory, except three, 
'* l*\ Peter of Alcantara, a religious man of the Order of St. 
" Dominick (F. Peter Ivagncz) and a Carmelite friar (35)." 
She was given to underfland that this laft vyas exempted Iron* 
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purgatory by the indulgences granted to thofe of his Order, he 
having been a religious man> and having faithfully obferved his 
profemon : cc which," fays fhe, cc I fuppofe was fignificd to 
* c me to imply, that more is required to make a religious man 
* c than the wearing of the habit," namely, the fpirit and faith- 
ful obfervance of his rule. Spiritual graces require this con- 
dition. All thefe vifions and raptures tended exceedingly to 
the fpi ritual improvement of the faint in humility, divine love 
and alt other virtues. By them fhe was advertifed of all her 
failings, and made continually more and more couragious, and 
perfect in the practice of all virtues ; fhe learned that it is 
a mifery, and a fubject of patience, to converfe in the world, 
to behold the comedy or puppetfhew of this life, and to be 
employed in complying with the neceffities of a mortal body 
by eating and fleeping, which captivate the mind, and are the 
occupation of our banifhment from God. When fhe once 
grieved that all her Spanifh pious books were taken from her, 
our Lord faid to her : * c Let not this trouble thee : I will 
* c give thee a living book (36)." This fhe experienced by men- 
tal prayer, and his heavenly communications. She learned by 
thefe raptures great heavenly myfteries, fecrets, and things to 
come, which fhe foretold ; and as fhe aflures us, not the leaft 
tittle of what was thus revealed to her, ever failed to come to 
pafs, though at the time of her revelation and prediction all ap- 
pearances were contrary. She mentions that God, through her 
prayers, brought feveral Tinners to repentance, and granted 
great graces to many others, as fhe learned by revelations. 
Alfo, that at her earneft requeft he reftored fight to one that was 
almoft quite blind, and health to fome others labouring under 
painful and dangerous diftempers (37). 

The account which this faint has drawn up of thefe vifions, 
revelations and raptures, carries with it the intrinfick marks oi 
evidence. It is not poflible attentively to perufe it, and not be 
convinced of the fincerity of the author, by the genuine fim- 
plicity of the ftyle, fcrupulous nicety and fear of exaggerating 
the leaft circumftance, making what might be doubtful appear 
certain, or in the leaft. advancing an)' thing which might be 
falfc, or allowing any thing to conjectures : alio by her un- 
feigned humility, which makes her fpeak every where againli 
Tierfelf, omit nothing that could tend to her difgracc, magnify 
the leaft faults of her life, according to the apprehcnlions oi 
her pure and timorous conference, and leave every where the 
flrongeft imprcllions of her guilt, though fhe was commanded 
by her confeilbr not to exceed moderation in fpcaking of her 
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fins ; and though, as bifhop Yepez (who was thoroughly ac- 
quainted with her, and knew her whole life) obferves, could 
flie have inftanced in any other fins in particular, (he would cer- 
tainly have been more explicit; and {he was obliged to ac- 
knowledge that God had prefer ved her from detraction, envy, 
impurity, and the like vices. The faint afTures us, that fhe 
may be deceived, but would not lye in the leaft point, and 
would rather die a thoufand times (38). Her doctrine is called 
by the church, in the prayer of her feftival, heavenly, is con- 
formable to the fpirit of the faints, and highly approved by 
the moft experienced proficients in divine contemplation. All 
acknowlege that the moft fecret adyta of the fanctuary are here 
laid open, and the moft abftrufe maxims which experience alone 
can teach, but no words utter, are explained with greater per- 
fpicuity than the fubjedt feemed capable of bearing ; and this 
was done by an illiterate woman (Z>), who wrote alone without 

the 

(38) Cattle of the Soul, Mans. 4. c. 2. p. 721. 



(b) St. Terefa wrote her own 
life, out of obedience to F. Gar- 
zia of Toledo, a Dominican 
friar of great reputation, at that 
time commiHary of the Indies, 
and her confellarius, who with 
Don Francifco Soto del Salazar, 
one of the inquifitors, afterward 
hilhop of Salamanca, advifed 
her to confult concerning her 
vifions, &c. the holy prieft John 
ol'Avila, the great preacher in 
Andalufia, as bifhop Yepez in- 
forms us, and therefore to fend 
him an exact relation of her 
life (part. 1. c. 21. p. 172. and 
part. z. 1. 3. c. 18. p. 150.) 
bending the copy to this confefla- 
rhi% flie intrcats him to keep it 
tat, and get it tranferibed be- 
fore it was fliewn to Dr. D'Avila, 
that it might not be prcfented to 
hlin in her hand-writing, left 
liw fhould bedifcovered. Dr. D 1 
Avila, the moil learned and cx- 
'rerienced mailer of an interiour 
}"*■'. then refiding at Moiuiglia 
in Andalufia, having perufed the 
min\ relation, returned an an- 

iww worthy his prudence, piety, 



and erudition, extant among his 
letters. He is careful, in the 
firfi: place, to cherifli the humi- 
lity of the author ; declares that 
her raptures had the marks of 
the fpirit of God ; that vifions 
reprefented in the imagination 
(under corporal images) or fee n 
by corporal eyes, are more 
doubtful than thofe that are 
purely intellectual : he advifes 
the former to be fhunned as 
much as pollible (but not treated 
with contempt, unlefs it be cer- 
tain they are caufed by an evil 
fpirit); and will have a pcrfon to 
pray that God con duel; him ra- 
ther by the plain beaten road. 
If the vifions continue, incicafe 
humility and fpiiitual profit, and 
infufe peace and inward fatif- 
f act ion, and the words that arc 
fpoken are conformable to found 
doctrine, there is no caufe for 
fhunning them. But the pcrfon 
mull never rely upon his own 
judgment. lie fays, God gives 
fbmeiimcs to fmners very deli- 
cious reliflies of himfelf, as he 

had feen : that vifions are given 

not 
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the afliftance of books, without ftudy, or acquired abilities, 
•who entered upon the recital- of the divine fav.ours with fenti- 
ments of humility, and reluctance, fubmitting every thing 
without referve to the judgment of her confefTor, and much 
more to that of the church, and complaining that, by this talk 
foe was hindered from fpinning. The circumftances and the 
manner of the narration in each part furntfh a chain of corro- 
borating proofs in favour of the work : and as Mr. Woodhead 
obferves (39), her frequent pertinent digreffions 3 the devotions, 
ejaculations, and colloquies with our .Lord, which (he every 
where interfperfes from her habit of prayer, the prolix paren- 
thefes, and the iterated apologies for thefe iurprifes of herfelf, 
fhew that neither her .matter nor her method were pre-defigned. 
The heroick fentiments and practice of all the moft fublime vir- 
tues, with which this book is interfperfed in every page, fuffice 
alone to evince that what is here written could not be founded 
on chimerical illuftons, or be the effect of a heated imagination. 

In 

(39)' Pref to his Tranf. 



not becaufe perfons are the mod 
perfect, but fometimes that the 
bad may be made good. 
*' Though," fays he, " thefe 
be good, others may be inter- 
** mingled by the devil, and 
44 therefore one mull always be 
** fufpicious. Since holinefs con- 
** fifts only in having an humble 
" love of God and our neigh- 
" bnur, we ought to place our 
" whole ftudy in getting true 
*' humility, and the love of our 
Lord. It is expedient not to 
*' adore the vifions, but Chrift 
*' in heaven, and to confider 
" the vifion only as an image to 
conduct the mind to him." 
He exhorts her to go on in her 
way, but ever with a fufpicion of 
thieves ; and recommends above 
all things the knowledge of her- 
felf, chanty, and the love of pe- 
nance and the crofs. — St. Lewis 
Bertrand, who then lived at Va- 
lencia, alfo approved the book 
of her life, and her fpirit, by a 

letter which was printed with his 



life, fays F. Gracian (long the 
afiiflant of St. Terefa) in his 
Treatife on her books. When 
Dominick Bannes was the con- 
feffor of St. Terefa, he obliged 
her to enlarge this work ; and 
through his hands it was pre- 
fented to the Spanifh inquifition, 
by which, after a rigorous exa- 
mination, it was much com- 
mended ; and cardinal Quiroga, 
archbifhop of Toledo, grand in- 
quifitor of Spain, in a letter to 
the faint upon that fubjetf, 
begged he might be her hum- 
ble chaplain. It was printed af- 
ter the death of the faint at the 
charges of the Spanifh inquilj- 
tion : the original in the iaint s 
handwriting was placed in the 
library of the Efcurial, in a rich 
cafe, the key of which king 
Philip II. carried about with him- 
Her other works were printed 
in Spain in 1587, and fhortly al- 
ter translated into Italian, LaW 
and 1/rcnch. 
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In the raptures and vifions of this faint we admire indeed the 
divine goodnefs in his infinite condefcenfion - y but what wc 
ought chiefly to confider and fhidy herein are the great leflbns 
of virtue which we meet with in the relation of thefe miracu- 
lous favours, and in the wonderful example of this faint. 

How perfectly fhe excelled' in obedience appears from this 
circumftance, that on all occafions fhe preferred this virtue to* 
her revelations, faying, in them fhe might be deceived by the 
devil, but could not in obedience. In founding her convents 
and many other things, when fhe had received a command from 
Chrifr, fhe availed not herfelf hereof ; but waited till by the 
rules of obedience fhe was authorifed to execute the divine com- 
miffion, depending however fteadfaftly on Him who prom i fed 
or commanded the undertaking, that he would carry the fame 
by the regular means into execution ; in which fhe was never 
difappointed. F. Balthafar Alvarez faid of her : tc Do you 
" fee Terefa of Jefus ? What fublime graces has fhe received 
<e of God 1 yet fhe is like the mofl tradable little child with 
" regard to every thing I can fay to her." She called obedi- 
ence the foul of a religious life, the fhort and fure road to per- 
fect fan&ity, the moft powerful means to fubject our will per- 
fectly to that of God, and to overcome our paffions, and which 
is the facriflce of our whole lives to God. " I efteem it a 
" greater grace," faid fhe, " to pafs one day in humble obe- 
" dience, putting forth fighs to God from a contrite and af- 
" flitted heart, than to fpend feveral days in prayer. Is it 
" nothing great to abandon in fome fenfe the enjoyment of 
" God, in order to do his will manifefted to us in obedience? . . 
" Long prayer will not advance a foul at a time when fhe is 
« called to obedience, &c. (40)." She ufed often to f epcat • 
" Obedience is put to the teft in different commands." All 
murmuring, excufes, or delays fhe condemns as contrary to 
obedience. As for her own part, even when fuperiour, fhe 
tuuied by many contrivances to obey others, and always obeyed 
her confeflor as fhe would have done God himfelf. 

A defire mofr perfectly to obey God in all things, moved her 
to make a vow never with full knowledge to commit a venial fin, 
and in every aclion to do what feemed to her mofl- perfect A 
vow which in pcrfons lefs perfctt would be unlawful, becaufe 
it would be an occafion of tranfgreffions. Humility, the root 
or true obedience, and the fruitful parent of other virtues 
was that , n which fhe placed her flrcngth, and her humility 
J icrealed in proportion as flic received from God the more ex- 
.^ordinary favours, which fhe few to be his pure gifts without 

her 
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her contributing any to them ; and becaufe fhe profited fo little 
by them, (he condemned and humbled herfelf the more. The 
virtues, of others feemed to her more meritorious, and fhe con- 
ceived that there was not in the world one worfc than her- 
felf (41). Hence fhe was the more inflamed to love and praife 
the gracious goodnefs of God, to whom alone Ihe entirely 
afcribed his gifts, not ufurping an atom of them to herfelf. 
and feparating from them her infidelities and miferies, which 
was all that was of her own growth, and of which by an in- 
fufed light flie had the mod extenfive and fulleft knowledge and 
the mo ft fincere feeling. Hence feated in the centre of her 
own bafenefs and un worth inefs, fhe was always covered with 
confufion and fhame in the divine prefence, as a fpoufe blufti- 
ing at the remembrance of her treafons and infidelities towards 
the beft and greateft of lords and hufbands.' She treated with 
all men confounded in herfelf, as unworthy, to appear before 
them. She flncerely looked upon herfelf as deferving every 
fort of difgrace and contempt, as one who deferved hell, and 
whofe only fupport againft defpair was the infinite mercy of 
God : and fhe endeavoured to convince others of her wretch- 
ednefs and grievous finfulnefs with as great folicitude and affec- 
tion as an ambitious proud man defires to pafs for virtuous. 
There are many who affect to ufe this language of themfelves, 
but cannot bear from others any contempt or injurious treatmtnt. 
This St, Terefa received on all occafions with great inward 
joy, and exceedingly defired ; and all honours and marks of 
eftcem were mofi: grievous to her. This fatisfacYion which the 
heart feels in its own juft contempt is as it were the marrow 
and pith of true humility, fays bifhop Yepez (42). Thefe 
difpofitions were in her fo perfect, as to furprife above all 
other things thofe who were beft acquainted with her intcriour, 
and are fufficicntly difcovcrable in her writings. Nothing is 
more dangerous or nice, and nothing more difficult than for a 
man to fpeak much of himfelf without difcovering a compla- 
cency in himfelf in fpeak ing fuperfluoufly concerning what be- 
longs to him, and without difcovering fymptoms of fecrct fcif- 
lovc and pride even in a ftudied affectation to difguifc them, or 
in colouring or fupprefling his own d if graces or wcaknelfe 
and in difplaying covertly his own talents and advantages (c). 

And 

(41) Relation of herfelf to her confcflbrs, p. 195 > &c (42) B 2.07. 

4 

{c) From thefc faults even gant commentaries, bcti ays I( 
the ingenious defcription which to a degree of childifhnefs i' 1 J 11 * 
Flcehier, bifhop of Nifmes, has defcriptton of the bridge which 
left of himfelf, if; not exempt, lie built, and is chai gcil wit' 1 
Cicfar, with all his care to flam cunning m i f r e p r e fc n t a t i 0 n s ol 
this odious fulfonmefs in his ele- facts in the hillory. 
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And nothing feems a clearer proof how perfectly our faint 
was dead to herfelf by flncere humility than the artlefs manner 
< in which (he conftantly, and not in certain occafions only 9 
{peaks of herfelf with a view to debafe herfelf in every thing. 
Her exteriour conduct breathed this fincere difpofition of her 
foul. Though fuperiour and foundrefs, me chofe unaffectedly 
the greateft humiliations that could be pradlifed of her Order. 
]f fhe pronounced a word in the divine office with a falfe ac- 
cent, fhe proflrated herfelf in penance : confefTed in chapter, 
and humbled herfelf for the leaft faults of inadvertence with 
furprifing humility and alacrity, and underwent the mofr. 
humbling penances in the refedtory and elfewhere with the 
lame. It was her pleafure to fteal fecretly into the choir after 
the office, to fold up the cloaks of the fitters, to choofe for her 
part of work to fweep the moft filthy places in the yard, and 
to perform the loweft offices in ferving at table, or in the 
kitchen, in which place fhe was often feen fuddenly abforpt in 
God, with the utenfils or inftruments of her bufinefs in her 
hands: for every place was to her a fancluary, and no employ- 
ment hindered her from offering to God a continual fa orifice of 
humility, and of ardent love and praife. Nothing is more 
admirable than the leflbns of humility which fhe gives in her 
writings, and which fhe inculcates to her religious, recom- 
mending to them efpecially never to excufe themfelves in faults, 
never to murmur, but to rejoice in abjection j never to juffify 
themfelves when accufed falfely (unlefs charity or prudence 
make it neceflary) ; to abhor every thought or mark of pre- 
eminence or diftinclion of ranks, which fhe extremely exag- 
gerates as the bane of all true humility and virtue in a religi- 
ons community, &c. (43). It was her ufual exhortation, that, 
though we cannot arrive at the perfection of other virtues, or 
at a perfect imitation of our BlefTed Redeemer, we can humble 
ourlel ves low enough, and be afhamed to fall fo far fhorc of 
thrift our model in the cordial love of contempt, and in em- 
bracing humiliations, which he underwent for our fake, but 
which are our due and remedy. She teaches that falfc humility 
is attended with interiour trouble, uneafinefs, and.darkncfs in 
the mind in the confeftion of faults, and in embracing humi- 
nations ; but that true humility does thefe things with alacrity 
and interiour light. She ufed to repeat to her filters, that 
iinccre humility is the groundwork of" prayer, this whole edi- 
fice being founded in it ; and that as humility is the foundation* 

^ * s ' c the meafure of our progrefs in the fpirit of prayer, and 
all other virtues. 

Her 

(■13) Way of Pcrfcclion, c. 36, 3;. Her own life, c. 30, 3 1, &c. 
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Her fpirit of penance was not lefs edifying than her humility, 
Who, without floods of tears for his own infenfibility, can 
call to -mind the wonderful compun&ion with which the faints 
wept and punifhed themfelves their whole lives for the lighted 
tranfrreffions f St. Terefa having had the misfortune in her 
youth to have been betrayed into certain dangerous amufemems 
and vanities j though fhe would not for the world have ever 
confented knowingly to any mortal fin 5 had always hell and 
her fins before her eyes, penetrated with the compunction of 
Magdalen, or a Thais. Her love of penance, after fhe 
welf mftru&ed in that virtue, made her defire to fet no bounds 
to her mortifications, by which (he chaftifed and fubdued her 
flefh by long watchings in prayer, by rigorous difciplines, hair- 
fhirts, and auftere fads. Moved by this fpirit of penance fhe 
reftored the original feverity of her rule, and notwithstanding 
her bad health, °obferved its fafts of eight months in the year, 
and other aufterities, unlefs fome grievous fit of illnefs made 
them abfolutely impoflible. On fuch occafions it was with 
s;reat repugnance that (he. confented to ufe fome fmall difpenfa- 
iions, but°faid fhe underftood this repugnance proceeded rather 
from felf-love, than from a fpirit of penance. Her prudence 
and pious zeal for religious difcipline and penance, appear in 
the caution with which fhe guarded againft the granting difpen- 
fations too eaiily on account of weak health, which opens a 
-wide door to all relaxations in religious Orders. She tells her 
nuns, that it is often the devil that fuggefts the idea of imagi- 
nary indifpofttions, or that floth and immortification magnifies 
ihofc that are flight : that it is often a mark of felf-love to com- 
plain of little ailments, and that the more the body is in- 
dulged, the more numerous and craving its demands and neccf- 
iities grow (44). She infills on the univerfal felf-denial, by 
which a religious perfon fludics to do his own will in nothing: 
which pradUce, it it founds harfll, will be found fweet, and 
will bring much contentment, holy peace, and comfort^)- 
St. Francis of Affiflum feems not to have carried the love of 
holy poverty higher than St Terefa, though fhe mitigated fome 
points of her fir ft reform in this particular. If even in icculir 
princes excels, vanities, and fuperfluities arc finful, how 
oareluHy ou«»ht the lhadow of fuch abufes to be banifhed a re- 
iirious life ! ' it was her faying, that the leaft inordinate attach- 
ment hinders the flight of a foul upwards : to prevent which ihc 
obliged her nuns oitTen to change every thing they ufed ;^ reducal 
every thine; in tlv ir mean clothing, coari'e diet, and cells to 
what was mdifpenl'ably neceflary. She (peaks molt pathetically 



(44) Way of Perfeft. c 10, 1 1. (45) lb. c. 13 
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againft fuperfl.uous or lately buildings (46), She worked with 
her hands to gain a fubfittence. The modefty ofi the coun- 
tenance of this- "holy virgin was a filent ftrong exhortation to . 
the love of purity, as bifhop Yepez. teftifies, who was per- 
fuaded fhe never felt in her whole life any importunate affaults 
againft that virtue (47)- When one afked her advice about 
impure temptations, fhe anfwered, that fhe knew not what 
they meant. A noble and generous difpofition of foul inclined 
our faint to conceive the m oft tender fentiments of gratitude 
towards all men from whom fhe had ever received the leaft 
fervice. The gratitude fhe exprefTed to God for his immenfe 
favours was derived from a higher fource(48). In her writings 
fhe every where fpeaks with refpecl: and affedtion of her per- 
fecutors, and putting pious conductions on their words and 
adlions reprefents them always as per feci: fervants of God, and 
her true friends. Contumelies fhe always bore in filence and 
with joy. She often faid of thofe that reviled her, that they 
were the only perfons that truly knew her. Under grievous 
flanders with which fhe was attacked at Seville, one afked her, 
how flie could hold her peace ? She anfwered with a fmile : 
" No mufick is fb agreeable to my ears. They have reafon 
61 for what they fay, and fpeak truth." Her invincible pa- 
tience under all pains of ficknefs, provocations and difappoint- 
ments ; her firm confidence in God, and in her crucified Re- 
deemer under all ftorms and difficulties ; and her undaunted 
courage in bearing incredible labours and perfecutions, and in 
encountering dangers cannot be funiciently admired. God 
once faid to her in a vifion : <c Doll thou think that merit 
41 confifls in enjoying? No: but rather in working, in fuffer- 
" ing and in loving. He is moft beloved by my Father, on 
" whom he Jays the heavicft crofles, if thefe fufierings are 
" accepted and borne with love. By what can I better fhew 
" my love for thee than by choofing for thee what I chofe for 
" myfelf ? " 

An eminent fpirit of prayer, founded in fincere humility, 
and perfect felf-denial, was the great means by which God 
railed this holy virgin to fuch an heroick degree of fan&ity. 
li fhe remained fo long imperfect in virtue, and was /low in 
01m pleating the victory over hcrfelf, it was becaufe for fomc 
nine fhe .did not apply hcrfelf with a proportioned a/lid u- 
ny to the pradlice of devout prayer, fomc of her confcflbrs 
having diverted hei from it on account of her ill health and ex- 

tcriour 

Way of Pcrfecl, c. z. (47) Ycpcz, 1.2. c 4. (48) Her 
' life, c. yj. 
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teriour employments : which miftaken advice was to her of in- 
finite prejudice, as fhe grievoufly laments. F. Balthafar Alva- 
rez took much pains with very little progrefs for twenty years 
on the fame account (50). And fitter Gertrude Moor, the de- 
vout Benedi£tine nun, complains fhe had been led into the 
like falfe perfuafion by directors unacquainted with the rules of 
an interiour life. A right method of prayer' replenifiied ail the 
faints with a fpirit of devotion which wrought a wonderful re- 
formation of their affections, and changed their interiour fo as 
to make them on a fudden fpiritual men. St. Terefa inculcates 
above all things in her writings the incomparable advantages of 
this fpirit of prayer, and gives excellent leflbns upon that im- 
portant fubjedr. (d). Our Divine Redeemer, and the myftery 
of his incarnation and death were a great obje£r. of her adora- 
tion and moft tender devotion. She fuggefts this often as the 
rnoft eafy method for beginners to accultom themfelves to the 
familiar ufe of afpirations, that they imagine themfelves in 
fpirit converfing with Chriil, reprefenting his humanity as pre- 
fent with them, whether by their fide or in their heart/ She 

obferves 

(50} See his life by Ven. F, Lewis de Ponte. 



{d) St Terefa having-, in 1 562, 
wrote her own life immediately 
after fhe had ettablifhed the re- 
formation of her Order, whilft 
fiie was priorefs of Sc. Jofeph's 
at Avila, wrote in 1564, by an 
order of Banncs who was then 
her confefior, a book entitled, 
The Pf'ay of Veifittion, for the di- 
rection of her nuns. She recom- 
mends to them a perfect difen- 
gagement ot the heart, mortifi- 
cation and humility, carnelt 
prayer for the converfion of fin- 
liors and for the miniflers of 
God who labour in i'o great a 
work (c. 3 ), caution againll all 
partiality or fond or particular 
friendfliips for one another the 
fource of great impediments to 
virtue, ol many fins, and of 
publiclc troubles (c. 4.). She will 
have no conleifury employed, 
whofc conduct let* ins infected 
with vanity, t \ fpuic extremely 

contagious (0.5.). She calls 



prayer the moft important of all 
their duties, explains at large 
vocal and mental prayer, and 
the prayer of Quiet and of 
Union, with excellent inftruAi- 
ons, and a fublime paraphrafo 
on the Lord's Prayer, bhe 
fpcaks alfo of the love of God, 
and exprcfles a great dread of 
venial fin, and fhudders at the 
thought of any one having lo 
far loll the fear of God astobc 
capable of offending, with full 
reflection, his infinite Majefty by 
iheleafl fin (c. 41.). Another 
treatife of Meditations on die 
J.. ord's Prayer, though Very uie- 
fnl, is falfely attributed to St. 
Terefa : nor is it mentioned a* 
mong her works by Ye pea, Cir a- 
tian, &c. F. Ripald a Jclnit. 
her confeffarius at Salamanca, 
gave her an order to wiite the 
li i ilo ry of h e r Vuunda t ions o f Ii cr 
Convents in 1573. She had then 

founded fe ven monailcries : an 

account 
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obferves that all religious perfons are not called to contempla- 
tion (51) but 'all can ufe affiduous prayer with afpirations. It 
Vol. IV. X is 

t 

(51) Way to Perfect, c. 17. 



■ 

■ 

account of others (he added af- 
terwards. This work which may 
be called a continuation of her 
life, contains a recital of many 
fupernacural favours fhe received 
irom God in her undertaking, 
and of many difficulties with 
which flic had to flruggle. In 
the 1 elation of thefe advernties, 
and in her letters, the natural 
cheerfulnefs of her temper 
is remarkable. — Her fourth 
work is called the The interim* 
Caflle of the Soul. She began ir 
at Toledo, on Trinity Sunday in 
1577, and finifhed it* at Avila on 
St. Andrew's eve the fame year. 
Jt was compofed in obedience 
to Dr. Velafquez, her confeffor 
at Toledo (afterward bifhop of 
Ofm?., and at length archbifhop 
of Compoftella) who obliged her 
to draw up the principles of di- 
vine contemplation, and of the 
fupernatural communications of 
the Holy Ghoft. In it ihe de- 
clares that fcarce any aclion of 
obedience could have been fo 
much againft her inclinations, 
or have coll her fo dear : bac 
that obedience removes all diffi- 
culties. She laboured alfo at 
that time under a moft fevcre 
perfecution. The clearness, ma- 
jelly and finoothnefs of the ftyle 
jhows the calmnefs of her foul 
In the midft of the moll furious 
llonns: and in this work the 
faint con duels a foul from the 
mil elements of prayer by Heps 
as ic were to the feventh manfi- 
011, the palace of the heavenly 
Ipoufe, the king of glory. She 
teaches, that without the gift of 
prayer a foul is like a paraly- 



tick without the ufe of his 
limbs : mental prayer is the gate 

by which Ihe enters into herfelf, 
and learns firft to know herfelf 
and the riches of grace to which 
me ought to afpire : fo that thei 
knowledge of her own miferies 
which is the foundation of hu- 
mility, and the knowledge of 
God, are the firft ftep or man- 
fion. Jn the three following 
manfions the faint explains the 
Mates of interiour conflicts, and 
fpiri.ual drynefs and defolation. 
with intervals of heavenly fweet- 
nefs in prayer till the foul ar- 
rives at the prayer of Quiet. In. 
the fourth manfion, chap. 3, (he 
teaches that Quiet or Recollec- 
tion in which the foul remains 
inactive and without fentiments 
of God, is an illufion, and to be 
lhunned ; for in all fupernatural 
prayer the foul is a&ive and vi- 
gorous, and has lively fentiments 
of God. This remark is a pre- 
condemnation of the fanaticifni 
of the Quictifts. The fifth man- 
fion Hie calls the prayer of Union* 
which produces in the foul an 
ardent defire fpeedily to enjoy 
God, which only his will that 
Ihe fliould Hill remain in this 
exile, can mitigate. In the fixth 
manfion are explained the grie- 
vous interiour pains, and alio 
the raptures and viiions which 
fomctimes befall a foul in this 
habitual Hate. The feventh 
manfion is a higher degree of 
the prayer of Union, in which a 
foul (not by an intuitive vihon 
which is the beatitude of hea- 
ven, but by an intellectual virion 
with created fpecics or images) 

receives 
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is a maxim which fhe ftrongly inculcates, that the moft ad- 
vanced ought not entirely to abandon the method of fometimes 

reprefenting 

leaft extraordinary favour; but 
deeming himfelf evidently moft 
unworthy of the leaft,he mull beg 
only the neceftary virtues of a 
penitent and fervant of God, 
Such deli res expofe to certain 
dangerous illufions, and banilh 
not only fuch favours, but what 
is of greateft importance, all the 
fruits of divine grace. It any 
one receive extraordinary f a . 



receives a kind of diilinct 
knowledge of the Trinity 
and other high myfteries in a 
clear light, and with a i up re me 
degree of delight and jubila- 
tion. In this ftate the foul feels 
no intervals of interiour pains, 

but enjoys an habitual jubilation 
and feaft, though fuch elevations 
only happen as the Holy Ghoft 
is pleafed to favour a foul with 
them in prayer- There is no 
ftate in which a foul may not 
forfeit the divine grace by fall- 
ing into fin, nor is the moft fub- 
lime prayer of Union an abfo- 
lute affurance that a foul is 
even then in the itate of. grace, 
though it be with the divine light 
and favours that attend it, a pro- 
bable or prefumptive proof. St. 
Terefa pretends not that all 
fouls of the moft perfect arrive 
at thefe ftates of fupernatural 
prayer : many more perfecl than 
fever al of them, and feveral great 
faints are conducted to God by 
different paths. Nor are all 
contemplatives raifed to the 
prayer of Union by pafling 
through thefe degrees, or in the 
fame order or manner. The 
books of meditations digelied 
by the Purgative, the Illumina- 
tive and Unitive Ways, cannot 
be meant as if fuch an order is 
to be prefcribed to the Holy 
Ghoft, though the afTe&ions or 
Will mult be firft purged, and 
the practical errours of the un- 
derftanding banifhed by the light 
of prayer before the foul can be 
fitted for progrcf5 in the interi- 
our life or in contemplation. It 
is a moft important caution that 
no man apply himfelf to the in- 
teriour cxercifes of prayer with 

the expectation or defxre of the 



vours, let him never dwell upon, 
or much confider them, but en- 
deavour with the greater fear 
and ardour to improve in his 
foul true humility, patience, com- 
pun&ion and charity, in which 
alone fanctity confifts, and which 
the fervants of God beft improve 
by trials. — Another work of 
St. Terefa was an expofnion On 
the Book of Canticles ; which (he 
compofed out of obedience to 
fome perfon whofe requeft Ihe 
thought herfelf bound to comply 
with : but a certain pnell to 
whom fhe foon after went to 
confeflion without having ever 
feen it, ordered her to burn it, 
thinking it dangerous that an 
illiterate woman mould write 
upon fo difficult a book of the 
holy fcripttire. She immediately 
obeyed. Thus this piece is loll, 
except the feven fir 11 chapters, 
which another perfon had pri- 
vately copied before the origi- 
nal was burnt. The part that 
is preferved, is an excellent 
commenced treatife on Divine 
Love, and makes the roll ex- 
ceedingly regretted, ^he fayj 
here that the great riches of 
love, and the myfteries couch- 
ed in a fingle word of wii 
divine book are incoinprehcftji* 
ble to us : yet our weak m^ 1 ' 

tation and humble admiral" 
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reprefenting to themfelves Chrift as man, and confidering him 
as the object of their devotions, and this fometimes occupied 

X 2 1 — 



her 



great king is not offended if he 
fees a little child pleafed and 
furprifed with beholding the 
fplcndour of his ornaments and 
throne. After explaining the 
fali'e notions of fuch fouls as 
make little account of venial 
fins, or in a religiousJiate habi- 
tually neglect any of thofe re- 
gular conititutions which oblige 
not under any fin, me fhews the 
value and fweetnefs of the true 
kifs of peace which is the fruit 
of divine love: for this love 
like the manna has every tafte 
a foul can defire, and is a tree 
which by its made covers the 
foul, comforts her by the drops of 
its delicious dew, ftrengthens and 
enriches her with the fruits. of pa- 
tience and all interiour virtues, 
and adorns her with the flowers 
of good works, efpecially of cha- 
rity. Every verfe me applies to the 
fpiritual joy, delight and other 
jlFe&s which the divine fpoufe 
produces in a foul, efpecially 
in the fublime gifts of prayer, 
of which fhe fpcaks in raptures 
of humility, joy and holy love. 
This imperfect work is to de- 

•vout fouls a great treafure, and 
the lofs of the continuation not 
to be repaired. Bannes informs 
us in the relation he cave of 
•tlus faint in order to her canoni- 
zation, that when he heard her 
.ccmfcllions, for a trial of her 
'.obedience, he bad her to throw 
Jierlife which flic had then writ- 
ten, into the fire ; and me had 
certainly done it without the leaft 
J»eply, if he had not immediately 
yrccallcd that order (Sec Ycpez, 
I 3 : c. !8. p. , s5 , I5 6,). T he 
^'dilations of St. Terefa bo- 

!}r c and "far communion arc 

L 



full of affective fentiments of 
humility, fear, love and other 
virtues. Many linners by read- 
ing thefe meditations have beers 
converted to God, and embraced 
a courfe of perfect virtue. The? 
instructions of St. Terefa, On the 

Manner of <vijiti?ig the Monafteries 

of Nuns y contain the moil excel- 
lent maxims of prudence and pi- 
ety for the government of reli- 
gious houfes that are any where 
extant; and her fhort Advice or 

Court ftls to her Nuns are a fum- 

mary of the belt rules by which 
a perfon who defires perfectly to 
ferve God, ought to regulate his 
conduct, though fome are pecu* 
liar to a religious ft ate. The 
faint's Song on the divine love 
exprefles the moft ardent defires 
of a foul, deeply wounded with 
divine love, fpeedily by death to 
enjoy God, each ftanza ending 
with this Spanifti refert (or verfe 
repeated throughout) Que mueto 
porque no muero, " I die (of lan* 
" guiftiing defire) becaufe I da 
" not die." It is engliflied by 
Mr. Woodhead. The Latin, 
tranflation is in rhime ; but not 
comparable to the laft excellent: 
French tranflation given us by* 
Monf. de la Monnoye. The let- 
ters of St. Terefa were publiflied 
in four fmall volumes by Don 
Palafox, bifhop of Ofma j they 
arc moft of them lefs interefting 
than her other works, but are a 
(landing proof of her eminent 
virtues, and of her prudence 
and great natural parts, efpeci- 
ally penetration polled by an ex- 
cellent judgment. A lively wit 
and fpirit reigns through them 
all, and her natural cheerfulnefo 
difoovcrs itfelf on every ocean •< 

on. See particularly ep, 3*. upon 
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her foul in her higheft raptures (52). The oppofite do&ine, 
that to contemplate the humanity of Chrift belongs only to the 
imperfect, and that perfect contemplatives confider only things 
purely fpiritual, is an ilitifion of the falfe myfticks (53 J. Her 
lingular devotion to the holy facrament of the altar appears in 
her works. She ufed to fay, that one communion is enough to 
enrich a foul with all fpiritual treafures of grace and virtue, 
if fhe put no obftacles.. To unite ourlelves moft frequently 
and molt ardently with Chrift in the holy euch arid (he called 
our greateft means of ftrength and comfort in our Hate of ba- 
nifhment till we {hall be united to him in glory, Ber ardour 
to approach the holy communion, and her joy and comfort 
in prefence in the bleffed facrament are not to be expreffed. 
In her moft earned prayers fhe conjured Almighty God for 
the fake of his Divine Son pretent on our altars to Hem the tor- 
rent of vice on earth, and preferve the world from thofe hor- 
rible profanations by which his mercy is infulted (.54). This 
her devotion fprang from that inflamed love of God which all 

her 

(52) Her own life, c. 27, &c. Cattle of the Soul. Manf. 6. c.7. 
(53) See Molinos-*s condemned prop, in Argentre, Colieclv Judia 
de novis error. T. 3. (54) Way to Perfect, c. 4. 



fending her brother a prefent of a 
hairfhirt, in return for an alms to 
ber monaftery, and ep. 31. upon 
fending certain devout verfes me 
liad cbmpofed to her religious 
fitters. She gives very ufeful 
inflruftions on Mental Prayer, 
which fhe calls the elerrents of 
prayer, ep. 23, fto F. Gratian) 
ind ep. 8, (to Br. Velafquez, 
bifhop of Ofma). The appro- 
bations and commendations be- 
llowed on her writings are 
too long to be here inferted. 
Baillct, the moll referved of 
cri ticks on fuch works, was ob- 
liged to give his fuffrage to thcfe 
as follows : " She difcovcrs in 
her writings the moil impene- 
trable fecrets of true wifdom 
in what we call myftical theo- 
logy, of which God has given 
the key to a very fmall num- 
ber of favoured iervants. This 
may fomething diminifh our 
furprifc that a woman without 
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learning mould have expound- 
ed what the greateft dodon 

never attained, becaufe God 
employs in his wonders what 
intfruments he pleafes, and we 
may fay that the Holy Gboft 
had the principal fhare-in thi 
works of St. Tercfa.° It is 
authentically related, that or.< 
night whilft fhe was writing her 
meditations, a nun came into 
her cell, and fat by her a good 
while in great admiration, be- 
holding her as it were in an enrap- 
tured Hate, holding a pen in hef 
hand, but often interrupting h« 
writing, laying down her pin, 
and fetching deep fighs : net 
eyes appeared full of fire, aj« 
her face fhone with a bright light; 
lb that the nun trembled wiih, 
awe and rcfpecl, and went out 
again without being per<f t 
by the faint. Sec her W* *| 
Villoforc. 
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her anions and writings breathe (55). From the fame fource 
proceeded her burning zeal for the converfion of finners, whofe 
fouls {he continually recommended to the divine mercy with 
many tears ( 56), charging her religious never to ceafe from that 
office of charity, and from praying alfo for thofe minifters of 
God who labour for the falvation of fouls (57). Her grief for 
the wicked was inexprefiible, and fhe was ready to fuffer with 
joy a thoufand deaths for one foul. She will have the divine 
love in all fouls to be both contemplative and active, yet fo 
that the exteriour actions proceed from, and be animated by 
the interiour fire; or be flowers of this plant, the root of which 
is the vehement affection of love reigning in the heart, from 
which they mult draw their whole fubftance without any fo- 
reign mixtures : thus a preacher ought fo entirely to have the 
divine honour in view as not to think even indirectly of pleaf- 
ing men .(58). The firft among the external actions in which 
divine love is exercifed, fhe every where reckons patience in 
fuffering perfections and trials ; and fh.e fays that he who loves, 
finds his delight in fufferings, and gathers ftrength from them 
(59). The fecond great exteriour employment of love confifr.3 
in labouring to extend the kingdom of God by advancing 
the fanctification of fouls, but of our own in the fir ft place. 
Thefe and other exercifes of love, and above all things the 
will of God (perfectly to acquiefce in which is our fovereign 
happinefsj were the motives which tempered the earneftnefs of 
her defire immediately to fee God in his glory (60) which yet 
fhe indulged by the moft ardent and amorous fighs, crying out: 
" O death, I know not who can fear thee, fince it is by thee 
il that we find life !" &c. (61) And : tc O life, enemy to my 
" happinefs, when will it be allowed to clofe thee ? I have 
" care of thee, becaufe God is pleafed to preferve thee, and 
" thou belongeft to him : but be not ungrateful. How is my 
" baniftiment prolonged ! All time indeed is fhort to gain 
u eternity." No faint exprefles ftronger or more lively fenti- 
ments of fear of being eternally feparated from God (62) but 
thefe fears {he refolved into humble hope in the ourc clemency 
of God. The operations of the fame divine fpirit are various. 
Though rear, humility, love and compunction reign in all de- 
vout fouls, the Holy Ghoft excites in fomc this, and in others 

X 3 that 

(s5> See efpecially rncd. 16. and her Thoughts or Conceptions 
of divine l 0VC| or £ xp< on t j lc Canticles. v j6) Med. 10, &c. 

(57) Way to Perfcft. c. 1, 3, 35. Med. 10. Cattle of the 
aoul, Manf. 7. (58) Cone, of Love in Cant. c. 7. p. 861 - 

59) * b - p. 863. (60) Med. 16. (6i) Med. 6. 

m) Med. I?% (6 3 j Med. n. and 14. 
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that virtue in a more fenfible manner, and in fome this, i n 
others that gift appears more eminent. (<?). 

St. Terete burning with a defire to promote with her whole 
firength the greater fan&ifieation of her own foul and that of 
others, and of labouring to fecure by the moft perfect penance 
Ker eternal falvation, concerted a project of eftablifhing a re- 
form in her Order. The rule which had been drawn up by 
Albert, patriarch of Jerufalem, was very auftere : but in pro. 
cefs of time feveral relaxations were introduced, and a miti- 
gation of this Order was approved by a bull of Eugenius IV. 
in 1 43 1- In the convent of the Incarnation at Avila, in 
which the faint lived, other relaxations were tolerated, efpeci. 
ally that of admitting too frequent vifits of fecular friends at 
the gr<ite in the parlour or fpeak-houfe. St- Terefa one day 
jpxprefling a great defire of living according to the original in- 
stitute of the Order, her niece Mary d'Ocampe, then a penfi- 

oner 



( e ) An Englifh poet who fre- 
quently confecrated his verfes to 
the piaifes of this faint, cele- 
brates the ardour of her holy 
love as follows : 

Scarce had fhe learn'd to lifp a 
name 

Of martyr, yet fhe thinks it 
fhame 

Life fhould fo long play with 

that breath, 
Which fpent can buy fo brave a 

death. 

She never undertook to know 
What death with love fhould 

have to do : 
Nor has fhe e'er yet understood. 
Why to (hew love fhe fhould 

fhed blood. 

Yet though fhe cannot tell you 
why, 

She can love, and fhe can die. 
Scarce has fhe blood enough to 
make 

A guilty fword blufh for hex 
fake ; 

Yet has a heart dares hope to 
prove, 

How much lpfs ftrong ic death 

than love, Sec. 
^Crajbaw, whilit yet a Pioteftant, 

p. 62.3 



The fame poet after he was 
become a Catholick, in another 
poem on St. Terefa, makes this 
prayer, p. 197. 

O thou undaunted daughter of 

defires ! 
By all thy dowV of lights and 

fires. . . . 
By all of God we have in thee, 
Leave nothing of myfelf in me. 
Let me fo read thy life that I 
Unto all life of mine may die, 

Upon reading her works he 
compofed, and chofe for his 
motto, the following epigram : 

Live, Jefus, live; and let it be 
My life to die for love of thec. 

The fincerc piety of Mr. Oa- 
fhaw after his conversion is in- 
genioufly celebrated by his friend 
Mr. Cowley, efpecially in the 
verfes he compofed on his death, 
which happened at Lore tto,w hero 
Mr. Craflnuv was newly chofcii 
canon. " Poet and Saint I " &c, 
p. 32. Cowley defigned to imi- 
tate his friends Woodhcad and 

Crafhaw in their happy retrca«, 

but wa* prevented death, 
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oner in that houfe, offered one thoufand ducats to found a 
houfe for fuch a defign, and a fecular widow lady, Guyomar 
d'Uiloa zealoufly encouraged the defign; which was approved 
by St. Peter of Alcantara, St Lewis Bertrand, and the biihop 
of Avila, and the faint was commanded by Chrift in feveral 
vifions and revelations which fhe recounts, to undertake the 
fame, with aflured promifes of fuccefs and his divine protec- 
tion. The lady Guyomar procured the licenfe and approbation 
of F. Angelo de Salazar, provincial of the Carmelites in thofe 
parts. No fooner had the project taken wind but he was 
obliged by the clamours which were raifed again ft it, to recall 
his licenfe, and a furious ftorm fell upon the faint, through 
the violent oppofition which was made by all her fellow nuns, 
the nobility, the magiftrates and the people. She fuffered the 
moft outragious calumnies with perfect calmneis of mind and 
filence, contenting herfelf with earneftly recommending to 
God his own work. Irj the mean time, F. Yvagnes, a Do- 
minican, efteemed one of the moft virtuous and learned men 
of that age, fecretly encouraged the faint, and afftfted madam 
Guyomar to purfue the enterprife, together with madam Jane 
of Ahumada, a married fifler of the faint, who began with her 
hufband to build a new convent at Avila in 1561, but in fuch 
a manner that the world took it for a houfe intended for her- 
felf and her family. Their fon Gonzales, a little child, hap- 
pened to be crufiied by a wall which fell upon him in raifing 
this building, and was carried without giving any figns of life 
to Terefa, who taking him in her arms, put up her ardent 
fighs to God, and after fome minutes reflored him perfectly 
found to his mother, as was proved in the procefs of the faint's 
canonization (63). The child ufed afterward often to tell his 
aunt, that it was a duty incumbent on her to fecure his falva- 
tion by her prayers and in ft ructions, feeing it was owing to 
her that he was not long ago in heaven. After a moft virtu- 
ous life he died foon after St. Terefa in extraordinary fenti- 
ments of piety. A great ftrong wall of this houfe falling in 
the night as foon as it was finiflied, many were difcou raged ; 
but the faint faid it was the cffecTt of the impotent rage and 
jealoufy of the devil. The lady Luifa de la Cerda, lifter to 
the duke of Medina Celi, being in the decpeft affliction for the 
lofs of her hufband, count Arias Pardo, prevailed upon the 
provincial of the Carmelites to fend an order to Terefa at 
Avila, fixty miles from Toledo, to repair to her in that city : 

X 4 The 



(63) Yepez, B. 2. c. 5. Acla Cnnoniz, St. Tcrcfue. Parifiia 
1625. Villeforc, Vic de St. Terete, T. 2. 
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The faint remained in her houfe above half a year, and pro- 
moted exceedingly the fpirit and practice of eminent virtue not 
only with the lady who had for her the higheft veneration, but 
with her whole houfhold and many other perfons.. All this 
time the abated nothing of her ufual mortifications and devo- 
tions, and her provincial no fooner released her from the tie of 
obedience which he had impofed on her of living in the houfe 
of this lady, and left it to her choice, either to go or (lay, 
but (he returned to her monaftery of the [ncarnation at Avila. 
A little before fbe came back, at the time of the election of a 
priorefs, feveral of the nuns were very defirous fhe fhould be 
chofen for that office, the very thought of which very much 
afflicted her : and though fhe was willing readily to endure 
any kind of torment for God, fhe could not prevail with her- 
felf to accept of this charge : for befides the trouble in a nu- 
merous community, fuch as this was, and other reafons, flic 
never loved to be in office, fearing it would greatly endanger 
her confeience. She therefore wrote to the nuns that were 
warmed for having her chofen, earneftly intreating them not 
to be fo much her enemies. Our Lord one day when fhe 
thanking him that fhe was abfent during the noife of the elec- 
tion, faid to her in a virion : " Since thou defireft a crof?, a 
heavy one is prepared for thee. Decline it not, for I will 
fupport thee : go couragioufly and fpeedily." Fearing this 
crofs was the office of priorefs, jfhe wept bitterly ; but foon af- 
ter heard that another perlbn was chofen ; for which £he gave 
God mo ft fincerc thanks (63) and fet out for Avila. The 
fame evening that fhe arrived at Avila the pope's brief for the 
erccTion of her new convent was brought thither. St. Peter 
of Alcantara who happened to pafs that way, Don Francifco 
de Sal fed o (a pious gentleman with whom St. Peter lodged) 
and the famous Dr. Daza perfuaded the bifhop to concur, and 
the new monaftery of St. Jofeph was cftablifhcd by his autho- 
rity, and made fubjecl: to him, on St. Bartholomew's day in 
1562, the blelled facrament being placed in the church, and 
the faint's niece who had given a thoufand ducats, and thro 
other novices taking the habit. Hereupon a great noife was 
raifed againft the faint in the town : the priorefs of the Incar- 
nation Cent for her from St. Jofeph's, and the provincial being 
called, the faint was ordered to remain in her old monaftery of 
the Incarnation, though they were fomewhat pacified when the 
faint had clearly flic wen them that flic had not taken the Icaft 
ftep contrary to her rule, or againft the duty of obedience. 

The 
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The governour and magiftrates would have had the new mo- 
naftery dernolifhed, had not F. Bannes, the learned Domini- 
can, diffuaded them from fo hafty a refolution. Amidft the 
moft violent flanders and perfecutions the faint remained calm, 
recommending to God his own work, and was comforted by 
our Lord whq faid to her in a virion ; " Don; thou not know 
f 6 that I am Mighty ? What doft thou fear? Be allured the 
t; monaftery mail not be difTolved. I will accomplifh all I 
\ c have promifed thee." In the mean time Don Francis of 
Salfcdo and other friends to the new eftablifhment deputed a 
very pious priefl named Gonzales de Aranda to go to court to 
folicit in its favour, and at length all things were fuccefsfully 
concluded by a new brief from Rome, by which the foundati- 
on of the houfe without rents was confirmed, and towards the 
end of the year 1562 the bifliop prevailed with the provincial 
to fend Terefa to this new convent, whither fhe was followed 
by four fervent nuns from the old houfe, one of thefe was 
chofen priorefs : but the bifhop foon after obliged Terefa to 
take upon herfelf that charge, and her incomparable prudence 
in governing others appeared henceforward in her whole con- 
duct The mortification of the will and fenfes, and the exer- 
cife of afliduous prayer were made the foundation of her rule : 
Uriel inclofure was eftablifhed with almoft perpetual filence. 
The moft auftere poverty was an efTential part of the rule, with- 
out any fettled revenues : the nuns wore habits of coarfe ferge* 
and fandals inftead of fhoes, lay on ftraw, and never eat fle(h* 
St. Terefa admitted to the habit feveral fervent virgins ; but 
would not have above thirteen nuns in this houfe for fear of 
dangers of relaxations and other inconveniences which are 
ulually very gteat in numerous houfes. In nunneries which 
fhould be founded with revenues, and not to fubfitt: folely on 
alms, {he afterward allowed twenty to be received." But this 
regulation as to the number is not every where obferved in 
this Order. The fervour of thefe holy nuns was fuch that 
the little convent of St. Jofeph fcemed a paradife of angels on 
earth, every one in it ftudying to copy the fpirit of the great 
model before them. The general of the Order, John Baptift 
Rubeo of Ravenna, who ufually refided at Rome, coming into 
Spain and to Avila in 1566, was infinitely charmed with the 
convocation and fanctity of the foundrefs, and with the wife 
adulations of the houfe, and he gave St. Terefa full authori- 
ty to found other convents upon the fame plan {/). 

Out 



\/) The auflerc rule of the Carmelites given by Albert, patri- 
ae h of Jerusalem, in 120c, according to Lc/ana ( Annalcs Ord. J! m 
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Out of an ardent zeal for the converlion of fin tiers (he 
his leave to eftablifh alfo fome convents of religi ous 



men, and the general allowed her at firft to ere£t two. St, 
Terefa paffed five years in her convent of St. Jofcph with 
thirteen fervent nuns, whom fhe difcreetly exercifed in every 
fort of mortification, obedience, and all religious exercifes, 

being 



M Vs de Monte Carmelo in four 
vol. fol. Romse, an. 1656) or in 
1209, according to F. Pape- 
broch, approved by Innocent 
IV. in 1248, having been miti- 
gated, it was reformed by the 
ven. John Soreth, the twenty- 
fixth general, in 1466, who died 
in the odour of fandlity at An- 
gcrs in 1471. This Order had 
no houfes of women till the ven. 
John Soreth inftituted them in 
1452, eftablifhing four convents 
of Carmelite nuns, of which one 
was founded at Liege, ( fince 
removed to Hay ) and another 
at Vannes in Britany. This lat- 
ter was built by Frances of Am- 
boife, dutchefs of Britany, wife 
to the duke Peter II After his 
death fhc took the habit in this 
nunnery in 1457, but for the 
fake of greater folitude founded 
a fecond nunnery of this Order 
at Coets near Nants, where fhc 
died in the odour of fan&ity, in 
1485. The Reformation of 
Mantua of this Order which 
was fct on foot in 1413, has a- 
bout fifty convents in Italy. 
The original of the reformation 
of St. Terefa is dated in 1562, 
when the conilitutions fhe had 
drawn up, were approved by 
Pius IV. The pcrJcclion and 
difcreiion of this rule eclipfed 
all former reformations of this 
Order The Difcalceated or 
Barefooted Carmelites who pro- 
fefs the Order as reformed by St. 
Terefa, are divided into two 
diltincl: bodies, thole of Spain 
which con fill of fix provinces, 



having their own general, and 
being more auftere than the reft, 
The others have feven provinces 
in Italy, France, Poland, Ger. 
many and Perfia : their general 
relides in their convent of our 
Lady of Scala at Rome. — The 
firft religious men of this Order 
having been hermits who lived 
under the infpe&ion of a fupe. 
riour, it was made a rule among 
the Difcalceated Carmelites, that 
in each province there fhould be 
one monaftery, to which fhould 
be annexed an hermitage. This 
monaftery is to be.-built like the 
Chartreufes, but with larger gar- 
dens or a foreft, in which there 
ought to be other cells, m which 
the friars may live with the leave 
of the fuperionr, obferving the 
hours of monaflick duties pri- 
vately. Only twenty are al- 
lowed to live at once in the her- 
mitage, each for about three 
weeks : after which they return 
to their own convents. 1 he au- 
llerities they pra&ife in the her- 
mitages are very great ; and no 
one is allowed to ftudy there, or 
to read any books but thofe of 
piety and devotion, and (carce 
ever to fpeak to one another. 
For want of fuch large hermi- 
tages in France many convents 
have a cell or hermitage in their 
garden. But in 1660 Lewis XIV. 
founded for thefe religious men 
a great hermitage at Louviers in 
Normandy near Evreux, the do* 
fcription of which is given by 
Villcforc, in his Fits dei PtM m 
defert cT Occident. T. 2. 
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beino- herfelf the firft and moft diligent not only at prayer, 
but alfo in fpinning, fweeping the houfe or working in the 
kitchen. Among thefe holy virgins many were of high birth ; 
but having renounced the world they thought of no diftinc"tioii 
but that of furpafling each other in humility, penance and af- 
fection for one another and for their holy mother : they abound- 
ed with heavenly ccnfolations, and their whole Jives were a 
continued courfe of penitential exercifes, and contemplation; 
they never fuffered the T r prayer to be interrupted night or day 
as far as the weaknefsand frailty of our mortal ftate would ad- 
mit. For St. Terefa declared afliduous prayer, filence, clofe 
retirement and penance to be the four pillars of the fpiritual edi- 
fice fhe had raifed, and the fundamental conftitutions of their 
ftate. In Auguft, 1567, St- Tereia went to Medina del Campo, 
and having conquered many difficulties founded theie a fccond 
convent. In her hiftory of the foundation of this houfe fhe 
gives her fpiritual daughters excellent advice concerning mental 
prayer, faying that it confifts not fo much in thinking or form- 
ing reflections (of which every one is not equally capable) as 
in loving ; in refolving to ferve God, to fuffer for him joyfully, 
and to do his will ; and in afking grace for this. Her inftruc- 
tions concerning obedience are not lefs important -> for it is 
happy obedience and perfedT: refignation that give the ineftima- 
ble treafure of liberty of fpirit, by which a foul defires nothing* 
yet poffefTes all things ; neither fears nor covets the things of 
this world, and is neither difturbed by crofles nor foftened by 
pleafures. The countefs de la Cerda whom St. Terefa had vi- 
fited at Toledo, moft earneftly defiring to found a convent of 
this Order at her town of Malagon, the faint and the countefs 
attended that work. Thence St. Terefa went to Valladolid, 
and there founded another nunnery. She was much affected 
with the virtue and happy death of a "young nun in this houfe, 
and has given an amiable defcription of her perfect humility, 
meeknefs, patience, obedience, fervour and perpetual filence 
and prayer. She never meddled in any matter that concerned 
her not, and therefore fhe o'ifcerned no defect in any one but 
in herfelf. In her Lift ficknefs fhe faid to her fillers : 46 We 
ought not fo much as turn our eyes but for the love of God, 
and to do what is acceptable to him." Another time flic 
ftid, « It would be a torment to her to take fatisfa&ion in 
" any thing that was not God" (or for him). St. Terefa made 
her next foundation at Toledo. She met here with violent op- 
pofition, and great obflacles, and had no more than four or 
nvc ducats when fhe began the edifice. But fhe faid : " Te- 

H fcfa and this money are indeed nothings but God 5 Terefa, 

" and 
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^ and thefe ducats fuffice for the accomplifhment of the un- 
£ 4 dertaking." 

At Toledo a young woman who had gained a reputation of 
virtue, petitioned to be admitted to the habit, but added : " I 
" wiji bring with me my bible." " What ! " faid the faint, 
ft Your bible ? Do not come to us. We are poor women 
£ c who know nothing but how to fpin, and to do what we are 
bid." By that word fhe difcovered in the poftulant an in- 
clination to vanity, and dangerous curiofity and wrangling; 
and the extravagances into which that woman afterward fell, 
juftified her difcernment and penetration, bt. Terefa had met 
wirh two Carmelite friars at Medina-del-Campo who were de- 
firous to embrace her reform, F. Antony of Jefus, then prior 
there, and F.John of the Crofs. As foon therefore as an op- 
portunity offered itfelf, fbe founded a convent for religious men 
at a poor village called Durvelo in 1568 (of which F. Antony 
was appointed prior) and in 1569 a fecond for men at Paftrana, 
both in extreme poverty and aufterity, efpecially the latter. 
After thefe two foundations St. Terefa left to St. John of the 
Crofs the care of all other foundations that fhould be made for 
the religious men. At Paftrana fhe alfo eftablifhed a convent 
for nuns. Prince Ruy Gomez de Sylva, a favourite courtier 
of Philip IT. who had founded thefe convents at Paftrana, dying, 
his princefs in the fudden excefs.of her grief made her religi- 
ous profelHon in this nunnery ; but when this pafiion abated, 
claimed many exemptions, and would ftill maintain the dignity 
of princefs ; fo that St. Terefa finding fhe could not be brought 
to the humility of her profelHon, left relaxations fhould be in- 
troduced in her Order, fent a precept to the nuns to leave that 
houfe to her, and retire to people a new convent in Segovia. 
Afterward fhe would not eafily admit ladies who had been long 
accuftomed to rule. When bi (hop Yepez intreated her once 
to admit to the habit a certain poftulant who was a lady of 
the firft quality, advanced in years, and very rich both in 
jnoney and vaflalages, fhe would never hear of it, faying that 
great ladies who have been long accuftomed to have their own 
will, feldom fufliciently learn humility, obedience and Simpli- 
city, without which they are more likelv to overturn than to 
Support a religious Order (64). In 1570 St. Terefa founded a 
convent at Salamanca, and another at Alva. Pope Pius V. ap- 
pointed apoftoliclc viiltors to enquire into relaxations in religi- 
ous Orders, that they might be reformed. Dr. Peter Fernan- 
dez, a Dominican friar famous for his virtue and learning) 

was 



(64) Ycpez, B.2. c. 3 1. 
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was nominated vifitor of the Carmelites in that part of Spain* 
and in the difcharge of his office coming to Avila he found 
oreat fault in the monaftery of the Incarnation in which were' 
fourfcore nuns, that inclofure and folitude were not better ob- 
ferved. To remedy thefe diforders he fent for St. Terefa who 
had formerly confulted him in her doubts, and commanded het 
to take upon her the charge of priorefs. Ir was a double af- 
fliction to the faincto be feparated from her own dear daughters;, 
and to be placed at the head of a houfe which oppofed her re- 
form with jealoufy and warmth. The nuns alfo refufed to 
obey her. She told them that (he came not to command or in- 
ftrucl, but to ferve and be instructed by the laft amongft them. 
It was her cuftom to gain the hearts nrft before fhe laid her 
commands ; and having by fweetnefs and humility won the 
afFedlions of this whole community, (he eafily re-eftablifhed 
difcipline, (hut up the parlours, and excluded the frequent vi- 
■fits of feculars. At the end of the three years of her fuperio- 
rity, the nuns much delired to detain her, but fhe was appoint- 
ed priorefs of her reformed convent of St. Jofeph in the fame 
town. The provincial ej.ec~r.ed St. John of the Crofs and other 
fathers whom St. Terefa had appointed confeflbrs to the houfe 
of the Incarnation, and involved her in the perfecution he raifed 
againftthem. She, however, continued to fettle new founda- 
tions at Segovia, Veas, Seville, Caravaca, Villa-Nuova, Pa- 
lencia, Granada, Soria (in the diocefs of Ofma) and Burgos. 
The mitigated Carmelites complained loudly of the great num- 
ber of foundations which fhe made, fearing left in the end they 
themfelves fhould be fubjecled to her fevere rule. The general 
who had favoured her was compelled to order her not to found 
any more convents. There was among the Barefooted Car- 
melites a man of great reputation called F. Gratian, who was- 
fon to one who had been principal fecretary of ftate to Charles 
V. and Philip II. As he had been very active and ftirring in 
propagating the reform, the mitigated Carmelites proceeded fo 
far as to pronounce a fentence of depofition againft him. St. 
Terefa felt moft feverely the perfccutions which St. John of* 
the Crofs, F. Gratian and others fuffered : yet bore every 
thing with admirable patience and refignation, and wrote to 
the general with perfect fubmifiion, and wonderful tranquility 
and cheerfulnefs of mind. Bifliop Ycpcz, who was at that 
tune her fpiritual director, was amazed at her conftant joy, 
courage, mecknefs and invincible greatnefs of foul under all 
manner of afflictions, and the moft atrocious Handera with 
which even her chaftity was attacked. In the mean 1 time (h<s 
did all the good offices in her power to every one of them that 
perfecuted her, always fpoke well of them, and would never 
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hear the leaft fmifter conduction put upon any of their actions, 
She felt only the fufferings of others, being entirely infenfible 
to her own. When FF. Gratian, Marian, and the reft gave 
up all for loft, flie affured them : " We fliall fuffer, but the 
c6 order will ftand." The only anfwer fhe made to calumnies 
which were whifpered againft her, was : * c If they thoroughly 
** knew me, they would fay much worfe things of me." She 
told her perfecuted friends, that nothing feemed to her a furer 
mark of the divine mercy towards them, and that nothing is 
more advantageous or necefiary than to fuffer, that we may 
learn better to know both God and ourfelves, and be aflifted 
more perfectly to extirpate pride and the love of the world out 
of our hearts. « I return God a thoufand thanks," faid fhe, 
writing to a friar .of her Order, 46 and you ought alfo to thank 
<c him on my account. What greater pleafure can we enjoy 
** than to fuffer for fo good ;a God ! The crofs is the fecure 
and beaten road to lead our fouls to him. Let us then love 
* c and embrace it. Wo to our reform, and wo to every one 
c< of us, if croffes fail us (65)." After recommending herun- 
derftanding with many tears to God for the honour of his divine 
name, (he wrote to the king, imploring his protection : and 
his majefty, upon the information of certain Dominican friars 
of great reputation, warmly efpoufed her caufe, and that of her 
eftabliflhments ; and an order was obtained at Rome to exempt 
the Reformed from the jurifdiction of the mitigated Carmelites, 
fo that each fhould have their own provincials. This expedi- 
ent fatisfied both parties, and put an end to thefe troubles in 

*577- 

Though the wonderful fuccefs of this faint, in her enter- 
prizes undertaken for the divine honour, was owing to the 
bleffing of God, and to the divine light and afliftance which 
flie drew down upon her actions by the fpirit of holy prayer, 
the great channel of grace, fhe was certainly a perfon endowed 
with great natural talents. The moll: amiable fweetnefs and 
meeknefs of her temper, the affectionate tendernefs of her 
heart, and the livelinefs of her wit and imagination, poifed with 
an uncommon maturity of judgment, gained her always, in the 
firft part of her life, the particular love and efteem of all her 
acquaintance. Bifhop Yepcz allures us, that her deportment 
in the latter pait of her life was not lefs agreeable than it was 
edifying; and that the gravity, modefty, and difcretion of her 
words and carriage had fuch a dignity and graceful nefs, and 
fuch charms, that even her looks compofed the hearts, and 

regulated the manners of thofc who converted with her. He 

adds, 

(65) £p. 2 6w 
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adds, that her prudence and addrefs were admirable. Such 
was her love of fimplicity, truth, and fincerity, that if ihe 
heard any nun repeat fomething they had heard with never fo 
trifling an alteration in a fingle word, fhe reprimanded them 
with extreme feverity ; and often faid > that a perfon could ne- 
ver arrive at perfection who was not a fcrupulous lover of can- 
dour and truth. This appeared, in all her dealings, and fhe 
would have rather fuffered the moft important affairs to mif- 
carry, than to have faid any word in which there could be the 
leaft (hadow or danger of a lye or equivocation (66). She 
ufed to fay, that our Lord is a great lover of humility, be- 
caufe he is the great lover of truth, and humility is a certain 
truth, by which we know how little we are, and that we have 
no good of ourfelves. For true humility takes not from us the 
knowledge of God's gifts which we have received ; but it 
teaches us to acknowledge that we no way deferved them, and 
to admire and thank the divine goodnefs fo much the more as 
we more perfectly fee our own bafenefs and unworthinefs, and 
the infidelities and ingratitude with which we repay the divine ' 
graces. The wonderful confidence in God, and conftancy and 
firmnefs of foul which fhe fliewed under all difficulties and dan- 
gers, arofe from her diftrufl in herfelf, and in all creatures, and 
her placing her whole ftrengthin God alone. To have negleaed 
the means of human induftry and prudence, would have been 
to have tempted God, who will have us employ them, though 
we expedt the whole iffue from him who is pleafed to make ufe 
of thefe, or perhaps other instruments if he rejects thefe : bu.t 
St. Terefa had recourfe to the fuccours of the world, fo as to 
place no part of her confidence in them, and fhe fays of them : 
" I perceive clearly they are all no better than fo many twigs 
" of dried rofemary, and that there is no leaning upon them : 
" for upon the leaft weight of contradtdtion pi effing upon 
" them, they are prefently broken. I have this by experience, 
" that the true remedy againft our falling is to lean on the 
" crofs, and to truft in him who was fattened to it (67),'* 
As one unworthy of all heavenly confolation, {he never durfl 
afk any comfort of God, whether (he fuffered the moft painful 
aridities, or abounded with fpiritual favours, a conduct of 
which Dr. Avila and other experienced directors exceedingly ap- 
proved, regarding it as a mark that her vifions and raptures 
were not illufions. Humiliations and fufferings fhe looked upon 
as her due and her advantage. " When I am in prayer," faid 

Ihe (68), " I cannot, though 1 fhould endeavour it, afk of our 

" Lord, 

(66) Yepcz, part. 2. c. ij, (67) Relat. 3. p. 203, cd, Angl. 
n °v, (63) lb. p. 169. 
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<6 Lord, nor defire reft, becaufe I fee that he lived altogether 
u in labours ; which I befeech him to give me likewife, be-> 
cc flowing on me firft grace to fuftain them." St. Terefa lived 
to fee fixteen nunneries of her Reformed Order founded, and 
fourteen convents of Carmelite friars. One of thefe latter was 
founded by a famous lady called Catharine de Cardona, who 
had led an eremitical life in a cave in a defert eight years, when 
fhe built this friary, near her hermitage in the diocefs of Cuenza. 
She was of the family of the dukes of Cardona; had been go- 
vernefs to Don Carlos and Don John of Auftria, and was much 
carefTed at court. Jn the world fhe had been much given to 
the practice of penitential feverities % but the auflerities with 
which fhe treated her body after fhe had retired into the defert, 
feemed to exceed the ordinary ftrength of her fex. St. Terefa 
who correfponded with her, very much commends her piety 
and virtue. This lady died in her cave in 1577, five years af- 
ter fhe had built the friar}', which fhe called Our Lady of Sue- 
Cour. Sc. Terefa was returning from founding a convent at 
Burgos to Aviia, where fhe was priorefs, when fhe was Cent 
for by the dutchefs of Alva. She was at that time very ill of 
her ufual difterriper of a palfy and frequent violent vomitings. 
Yet when fhe arrived at Alva, on the 20th of September, fhe 
converfed with the dutchefs fevefal hours 3 then went to her 
convent in the town, underftanding that our Lord called her 
to himfelf. On the 3C>h of that month fhe was feized with a 
bloody-flux, and after communicating at rrrafs, took to her bed, 
and never rofe out of it any more. The dutchefs vifited her 
every aay, and would needs ferve her with her oWn hands. 
Sifter Anne of St. Bartholomew, the faint's individual compa- 
nion, never left her (/). On the firft of October, having 
pafled almoft the whole night in prayer^ fhe made her confeflion 

to 



(/) The venerable Anne of 
St. Bartholomew, when very 
young, was one of the firft who 
took the habit in St. Terefa's 
reformed convent of St. Jofeph 
at Avila, in Old Ca(filc, of which 
city fhe was a native. Her foul 
being raifed by the fublimc views 
of holy faith above all temporal 
things, in this folitiulo flit: lived 
in God, difentanoled from all 
that is not God, for whom alone 
ihe was created : and by the 
fame occupation of divine con* 



temptation, in which God him- 
felf is occupied to all eternity, 
Ihe endeavoured to form in hcr- 
felf his perfeft image, and to 
trace in hcrfelf the lineaments 
of all virtues of which he is 
the infinitely perfect model and 
original. Her eminent fpiric of 
humility and prayer endeared 
her to St. Terefa in a particular 
manner. After that faint haci 
expired in her arms in 15H2, fltf 
was font into France with Anne 
of Jcfua, and was appointed by 
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to F. Antony oF Jefus. He afterward, in the prefence of the 
nuns intreated her to pray that God would not yet take her 
from' them. She anfwered, fhe was no way needful to them, 
nor ufeful in the world. She gave every day many wholefome 
ihftruclions to her nuns with greater energy and tendernefs than 
ufual. She befought them for the love of God to obferve their 
rules and conftiturions Avith the utrnoft diligence, and not to 
confider the bad example fuch a finner had given them, but to 
forgive her. The boiy viaticum being brought into her cham- 
ber on the third ot October in the evening, fhe fprung up in 
her bed, though exceeding weak, and among other fervent eja- 
culations, faid : " O my Lord, and my fpoufe, the deiired 
" hour is now come. ... It is now time for md to depart 
46 hence. . . . Thy will be done. The hour is at latfc come, 
« wherein I fhall pafs out of this exile, and my foul (hall en- 
s' joy, in thy company, what {he hath fo earneftly longed for." 
At nine o'clock the fame evening fhe defined and received ex- 
treme unction. F. Antony afked her, if fhe would not be bu- 
ried in her own convent at Avila? To which fhe anfwered : 
fit Have I any thing mine in this world ? Or will they not af- 
" ford me here a little earth ?" She recited often ceitain veifca 
of the Rtiferere pfalm, efpecially thofe words: A contrite end 
humble hearty O God y thou wilt not defpife* This (he repeated 
till her fpeech failed her. After this fhe remained fourteen 
hours as it were in a trance, holding a crucifix faft in her hand ; 
and calmly expired at nine o'clock in the evening, on the 4th 
of October, 1582, the next day (by the reformation of the ca- 
lendar made that year by cutting off thofe ten days) being 
reckoned the 15th, the day which was afterward appointed lor 
VouIV. Y her 



the venerable Peter Berulle, af- 
terward cardinal, prior efs of the 
firft nunnery of her Order found- 
ed at Pontoife, and foon after of 
that founded in Paris. Being 
called into. Flanders by the 
princes Albert and Ifabel, fhe 
laid the foundation of a nun- 
nery at Antwerp in 1 6 1 1 , where 
flie died, in the* odour of fahc- 
tity, on the 7th of June, in the 
year 1626, the fixty- feventh of 
her religious profeflion, and fe- 
venty-fmh of her age. Several 
miracles afcribed to her after her 
Heath we approved by John. MaU 



derus, bi(hop of Antwerp, O- 
thers more modern, by an order 
of the holy fee, were examined 
by the late bilhop of Ghent, and 
the procefs fent to Rome. By 
the order of fuperiours, fhe wrote 
her own life, which was printed 
at Antwerp in 1646 : and again, 
together with her life compiled 
by another hand, and an ac- 
count of many miracles, at Bruf- 
fels in 1708, in Sv<§>. 

On Vch. Anne of Jefus, fee 
Vida de rfnnii dc jfefm % for M an- 
tique. Bruflilkt, 165 a. folio. 
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her feftival. She lived fixty-feven years, fix months, and fe- 
ven days, of which fhe palYed forty- feven in a religious (late 
and the latter twenty in the obfervance of her reformed rule (6q\ 
Her body was honourably buried at Alva : but three years after 
by a decree of the provincial chapter of the Order, fecretly 
taken up, and removed to Avila in 1585. The duke of Alva 
refenting this tranfiation, obtained an order at Rome that the 
relicks (hould be reftored to Alva, which was. done in 1586, 
the body being always found entire, of the fame colour, and 
the joints flexible. There it remains incorrupt to this day. St. 
Terefa was canonized by Gregory XV. in 1621-. The hiftory 
of many miracles wrought by her relicks and interceflion may 
be feen in Yepez (70), and in the adl's of her canonization. 

St. Terefa having tailed fo plentifully the fweetnefs of divine 
love, earneftly exhorts all others by penance and holy prayer to- 
afpire to the fame. She cries out (71): cc O admirable be- 
c< - nignity of thine, O my God, who permitted: thyfelf to be 
cc looked upon by thofe eyes which have abufed their fight fa 
ffC much as thefe of my foul have done ! O great ingratitude of 
* c mortals ! . . . O you fouls which have true faith, what blef- 
<c lings can you feek which may any way be compared to the 
lean: of thofe which are obtained by the fervants of God, 
Kt even in this mortal life, befides the happy eternity hereafter! 
4C Confider it is moft true, that God even here gives himfelfto 
<c fuch as forfake all things elfe for the love of him. He is no 
* c excepter of perfons : he loves all, nor' hath any one an ex- 
<c cufe, how wicked foever he hath been, fince' our Lord hath 
cc dealt with me fo mercifully. . . Confider alfo, that this which 
I am laying, is not fo much as a cypher of that Which may 
be faid. . . It is no way in my power to declare that which* 
foul finds in hcrfelf, when our Lord is pleafed to impart 
* c to her thefe his fecrets : a delight fo highly fuperiour 
<c to all" that can poflibly be imagined here.,, that with good rea- 
cc fon it makes thofe who poflefs it abhor all the plcafurcs of 
* c the earth ; which all put together arc no more comparatively 
t£ than mere dung and dirt j nay, it is loath fome to bring thefe 
<c into comparifon at all with them, even though they might 
<( - be enjoyed for ever. Yet of thefe celefiial confolations, 
*<■ what kind of mean proportion is that which God is pleafed 
* c to bellow in this world ? No more than as it were one fuiglc 
cc drop of water of that great full-flowing river, which is prc- 
4< pared for us. It is a fhame j and I apply it to myfclf 



(6q^ Ribcta, I. 3. c. 15. Yepcz, 1, 2. c. 38. p. 
iyi) Her own life, chap. 26. 



(70) L.j» 
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i< if it were poflible for fouls to be afhamed in heaven, I jfhould 
tt bejuftly afhamed there more than any other) that wefhouid 
?< defire fuch great bleflings, and infinite glory, all at the coft 
« of the good Jefus, and riot weep at leaft over him, with the 
if daughters of Jerufalem, if we will not help him to carry the 
|, «t crofs. O how can we ever think of coming to enjoy* by 
t<* the way of pleafures and paftirnes, that which he pur chafed 
S<« for us at the expence of fo much blood ! This can never be. 
l r M We take cjuite a wrong courfe : we fhall never arrive at our 
journey's end by fuch an erroneous way. Your reverence 

• " mufi cry out aloud to make thefe truths be heard. . . O how 
'..« rich will he find himfelf another day., who left all the riches 
;}t< he had for Chrift ! How full of honour, who rejected all 

• » worldly honour, and took pleafure in feeing himfelf much 
5*< debafed and dcfpifed for the love of him ! Flow wife will he 

ice himfelf then, who rejoiced to fee the world hold him for 
a fool, fince they called wifdom itfelf by that name ! 99 &c. 



\\ On the fame Day 

|«; St Tecla, V. Abbefs. She was an Englim woman, and a holy 
iun at Wimburn in Dorfetfhire, who being invited by St. Boniface 
Jfineo Germany, was made abbefs of Kitzingen, three miles from 
^Wurtzburg, about the fame time that St. Lioba was appointed 
ribbefs at Bifchofsheim, St. Walburga at Heidenheim in Bavaria, 
•Kynctrade alfo in Bavaria, and Ky negild in Thuringia, that they 
llriight be miftreffes of a fpiritual lite to the new converts of their 
jfex, and train up young ladies to virtue ; St. Boniface rightly judg- 
jiflg, that the eftabliflhment of fan&uaries, which might be modeis 
fond examples of true piety, and fchools for the religious education 
jbf youth, was a neceflary means for fupporting religion, and diffuf- 
(iig its holy fpirit. . 

'V St. Bruno, or Brun, Bifliop and Martyr. This apoftolick man 
Was a German lord of high bitth, and by the care of his parents 
fttceiveii an excellent education in piety and learning. For his gra- 
vity and the fanftity of his manners he was the admiration or all 
vtnat knew him full at college, and afterward in the court of the 
Cmpcrour Otho III. to whom he was extremely dear. After the 
flcach ot that prince in 1002, Bruno, burning with the fire of cha- 
jnty, and zeal for the falvation of fouls, prevailed with the pope 
[to obtain the confent of Sc. Henry for him to take holy orders, 
md go and preach the faith in the barbarous provinces of I'mlJia, 
which idolatry was not yet aboliflicd. Having for this purpofc 
tcceived the epifcopal conlecration at the hands of archbHhop '1 ag- 
J 101 *, by an order of the. pope, and prepared hinifeU for his ardu- 
million by fervent prayer, auilure fads, and much watching, he 
nt(j|. L . t i j 4 j 5 uncultivated vineyard, and converted many idolaters in 
p iicart of Pruilia. Pcnctratinj; then into Black Kullia, and to 
f y z tU<; 
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the borders of Lithuania, he was firft banifhed by the people j and 
returning again among them, and preaching with great zeal, he 
and eighteen companions were all beheaded on the 14^1 of Febr*. 
ary, 1008. Boleflas, prince of Poland, procured for money 
bodies of the holy martyrs, and honourably interred them. The 
Roman martyrology ftyies St. Bruno biikop of the Ruffians, on thii 
icthoroaober.— Thea&sof St. Bruno are recorded by Ditnw, 
who was his relation and ichoolfellow, and died biihop of Me«[. 

burg (Chronic. 1. 6 )i. 

St. Hospicius, in French Ho-spis, Anchoret^ Win lit the ml. 
ful blindnefs, impiety, and abominations of a wicked world cry to 
heaven for vengeance, the fervants of God, trembling under the 
apprehenfion of his judgments, endeavour to deprecate his joft an- 
eer by torrents of tears, with which they bewail their own fpintod 
niiferies, and the evils in which the world is drowned. Thusjeie- 
miah wept over the infidelities of his people. St. Gildas and other 
Bricifh faints in the fixth century, were the Jeremies of their com. 
try Salvian of Marseilles, by his elegant and pathetics Omenta, 
tions, has deferved to be flyled the Jeremy of his age. xMany other 
religious perfons, by redoubling the fervour of their prayers, tit 
abundance of their tears, and the auftenty of their penance have 
in every age ftrenuouAy endeavoured to- efcape divine vengeance, 
and to avert the fame from others. St. Hofpicius was emmen; 
endowed with this fpirit of zeal and penance. The place of ii 
birth is not known : but that of his retirement was a rock near V h 
franche, about a league from Nice in Piedmont. Here he builta 
monaftery, but lived himfelf in a little tower at feme diftance ft 0 
him the piace is called St. Sofpit. The holy hermit loaded himfelf 
with a heavy iron chain, and his garment was- a rough hairfoi , 
jnade of large hair of camels. His food was a little coarfe breaj 
and a few date,, with water : in Lent it confrfted only of he ro^ 
of certain Egyptian herbs, which merchants brought him foo 
Alexandria to S Nice. He foretold diftinftly the coming of the to 
bards (*), and exhorted the inhabitants to fave themfelves by fligh 
When a troop of thofe barbarians plundered his monaftery 
mountain, finding him chained in his voluntary dungeon, they too. 



(a) The Lombards were fo 
called, not from a kind of long 
fword, as fome have pretended, 
but from their long beards, 
which they never fhaved or cut ; 
Long baer > as Paulus Diaconus, 
the original hi dorian of this na- 
tion, pofitively allures U3 (1. 1. 

C. 9. p. 411. <*p> Murator.Scriptor- 

Itatirt, T. 1) and as Jofcph Af- 
femani provea from other autho- 
rities (Scriptores ltnii 9 T. 1.) 

Muratori favoure the fame etymo- 

■ 



logy ( Annali i» It«H» T.6. P»* 
Diac. de GtftU Longobardorm.l 
C. 1. z.ed.Murator.Scr.Itaiy* 

PH o8.) and Fredegarms nba 
m that they came ong'»j 
from Scandinavia into Gcrm» 
and that from the banks of 
Danube in Noricum and r 
nonia, they penetrated into 1 
in 575- They wer e. or.g.n 
nation of the Goths in *j* 
and were called ^S ob "t ' 

Tacitus, and fuccceding wi>«" 
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* him for fame notorious malefactor, and afked him of what crimes 
'le was guilty ? He anfwered them, of many of the deepeft dye » 

/ meaning his fins, which in a fpirit of humility he had always be- 
; "'ibre his eyes. At thefe words one of the Lombards taking him for 
'"■tfonie murderer, lifted up his fword to difpatch him; but his arm 

• became fudtlenly benumbed and motionlefs, till the faint reltored it 
- found. This and other miracles converted the rage of the barba- 
dians jnto veneration for his perfon. St. Gregory of Tours, who 

ivas cotemporary with him, relates other predictions and miracles of 
this great faint ; though the moft wonderful of his miracles was 
the edifying example of his life, by whieh he preached to finners a 

-faying fear of the divine judgments ftill more powerfully than by 
his zealous exhortations. His happy death happened about the 
year 580, on the 15th of October, on which day his feftival is ce- 
lebreted at Nice ; though on account of a tranflation of bis re- 
licks, the 21ft of May is confecrated to his memory in the Roman 
martyrology, — See S. Greg. Turon. Hi ft. Franc 1 6. c. 6. & de 
Glor. ConfefT. c. 97. Aimoinus, 1. 3. c 38. Paul us biaconus, 
1. 3. Petrus Jofredus, in Nicata lllujlrata, Par. 1. T. 10 Gr&vrus, 
vrTbefauro Antiqu. ItaL T. 9. par. 6. p. 1 1 4. Otto Frifingenfis, 

" Conftant, Porphyr. &c. 
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St. GALL, Abbot 



om his life compiled hy Walfridus Strabo, a monk, fir ft of Fuld+ 
afterward of St. Gail's, who died abbot of the neighbouring 
monaftery of Richonow, in the diocefs of Conflance, founded by 
j \ Charles Mart el in 72.4.. His name is famous for his books on 
the Divine Offices ; he died about the year 849. Notker^ monk 
of St. Gall's, about the year 900, compiled the life of St. Gall 
in verfe. See on this faint Mabillon Acla Bened. T. 2. p. 230. 
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and AnnaU /. 11 9 and 13. 
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A. D. 646 
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AMONG the great number of eminent difciplcs which 
St. Col urn ban left imitators of his heroick virtues, none 
|; <ccms to have been more famous than St. Gall. He was born 
1 1,1 inland foon after the middle of the fixth century, of pa- 
l rent* who were confpicuous both for their piety and for their 
p. Y 3 riches 
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riches, anq the rank which they held among the nobility, 
them he was offered to God from his birth, and by their care 
was educated in the great monaftery of Benchor % under the di» 
reccion of the holy abbots St. Congel and St. Columban. Stu, 
dies, efpecially of facred learning, flourifhed in this houfe, and 
St. Gall was well verfed in grammar, poetry, and the holy 
fcripturcs. When St. Columban left Ireland, St. Gall was oneof 
thoie twelve who accompanied him into' England, and afterward 
into France, where they arrived in 585. They were courtc- 
oufly received by Stgebeit, the pious king of Auflrafia and Bur. 
gundy, and St. Columban, afTifred by the liberality of that 
prince, founded the monafrery of Anegray, in a wild fore!}, 
in the diocefs of Bcfanzon, and two years afterward that 
of Luxeu Sc. Columban being driven thence by kin" 
Theodorick, whom he had reproved for his lull, St. Gall 
fhared in his persecution, and both withdrew into the ter- 
ritories of Theodebert, who was then king of Auftralia> and 
reigned at Metz. Villemar, the holy prieft of Arben, near 
the lake of Conftance, afforded them a retreat. The fcrvantt 
of God built themfelves cells in a defert near Bregentz, con- 
verted many idolaters who had a temple near that place, and 
in the end of one of their fermons, broke their brazen ftatuej, 
and threw them into the lake. The Pagans that remained 
obftinate, persecuted the monks, and flew two of them. Gunzo 
governour of the country alfo declared himfelf their enemy, 
and king Theodorick, by the death of Theodebert, whom he 
killed in battle, becoming matter of Auftrafia, St, Columban 
retired into Itajy. ' St. Gail was unwilling to be fe para ted from 
him, but was prevented from bearing him company by a grievous 
fit of illnefs. The cells which this faint built there lor thofe 
'Who defired to ferve God with him, he gave to the monaftcry 
called of St. Gall, the abbot of which is prince of the em- 
pire, and an ally of the Switzers, St. Gall was a prieft be- 
fore he lelt Ireland, and having learned the language of the 
country where he fettled, near the lake of Conftancc, by his 
preaching, example and miracles he converted to the faith a 
■great number of idolaters, fo as to be juftly regarded as the j 

apoflie of that territory. 

A beautiful daughter of Gunzo, duke or governour of the 

country, being po (Veiled by the devil, was delivcied by thclaint, 
and by his advice chofe rather to confederate her virginity to 
God in the monaftcry of St. Peter at Metz, than to mairyafofl 
of the king of Auttralia. The duke Gunzo, and a fynod tf \ 
/hops, with the clergy and people, carncflly defired to place j 
the faint in the epifcopal fee of Conftancc: but his modefly | 

fears were by no means to be overcome-. To avert this dangtf s 

* 1 • • ■■ ■■ ■ to J 
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; from himfelf, and fatisfy the importunity of the people, he 
"propofed to them his deacon and difciple John ; who was ac- 
cordingly elected. On the folemnity of his confecration, St. 
Gal) preached a fermon, which is publifhed by Canifius ( i ), 
and in the Libraries of the Fathers (a). In it a natural fimpli- 
city of ftyleis fet off by great penetration, ftrength, piety, and 
folid erudition. The author (peaks of himfelf as one taken up 
in the apoftolick labours of the miniftry. Fie only left 
his ceil to preach, and inftruct chiefly the wilder! and 
more abandoned among the inhabitants in the mountainous 
parts of the country : and returning continually to his 
hermitage, he there often fpent whole nights and days in 
holy prayer and contemplation, in which he ufually poured 
forth his foul before God with floods of tears. Upon the death 
of St. Euftafius, whom St. Columban had left abbot of 
Luxeu, the monks chofe.St. Gall in 625 : but that houfe was 
then grown rich in lands and poffefTlons ; and the humble fer- 
vant of God underftood too well the advantages of the in- 
eftimable treafure of holy poverty in a penitential life, to fuf- 
fer himfelf to be robbed of it. . The charge of a numerous 
community alfo alarmed himj for he was aware how difficult 
a matter it is to maintain a true fpirit of perfection in multi- 
tudes: and the Iukewarmnefs of one monk would have been to 
him a fubject of perpetual trembling, not only for that foul, 
but alfo for his own, and for the whole community, from tho 
contagion of fuch an example. 

Walfridus Strabo places the death of our faint foon after that 
of St. Euftafius. But Mabillon {hews clearly (2), that he 
lived many years longer, and only died about the year 646, 
on the 1 6th of October, the day on which the church honours 
his memory. This abbey changed the rule of St. Columban 
tor that of St. Bennet, in the eighth century, and was much 
increafed by the liberality of Charles Martel, Lewis Debon- 
nairc, and Lewis the Big. The creates and civil jurifdiction 
of which this abbey was poflefled^ became fo confidcrable, 
that Henry L erected it into a principality of the empire: but 

Y 4 its 

li) Canis. Lea. Antiqu. cd. vet. T. 5. p. 896.— ed. Bafnagi, 
T. 1. p. 785,792. Bibl. Pat. Lugd. T. 11. p. 1046. (2) Mab. 
Annal. Bcncd. I. 3. n. 23. 

(") This fermon is the only belongs to St. Gall* fecond bi- 

wnting of our faint that is come mop of Clermont: in Auvcrgnc. 

<iowu tf)U3. For the letter pub- Sec Cave, p. 379. Hift. Liter. 

lifted by Uflicr under his name T. 3. p. 563. 
(¥U e Bpift. Hibcrn, p. 16.) 
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its dominions, though very exten five and powerful before thw 
were curtailed by the civil wars raifed bv the Calvinifts, never 
properly comprifed the town of St. Gall, which by embracing 
the Calviniftical religion, deprived the abbot of what rights he 
before enjoyed in it. This abbey is one of the moft famous 
in the world for the great number of learned men it has for- 
merly produced, and for its library, which abounded with a 
great number of excellent and curious MSS. and printed books, 
though a great part of thefe were plundered and loft \n the civil 
wars. 

He who defires to preach to others with fruit, muft fit ft 
preach to himfelf, treafuring up leflbns of true piety in his own 
mind, imprinting deeply in his heart the fentiments of all 
virtues, and learning to praclife firft what he would afterward 
teach others. Empty fcience fills with prefumption, vain-glmy, 
and pride, and neither reforms the heart, nor teaches that 
language which infufes true virtue into others, which can only 
proceed from experimental virtue. The gift of true fpiritual 
knowledge cannot be obtained but by fincere humility, and 
purity of the heart,- which is freed from vices and earthly af- 
fections, and by holy meditation, which alone can give aa 
heavenly tincture, and frame to the mind, as Caflian fays (3). 
As our food is aflimilated to our flefh by aMgeftion ; fo fpiritual 
affecTions pafs as it were into the very fubftance of our fouls by 
pious meditation, and the exercifes of holy compunction, di- 
vine love, and all other interiour virtues - y which he will be- 
able to teach others who is poiTeffed of them himfelf. 

(3) Collat. 14. c. 10. 



1 

On the fame DAY 

St. Lullus, or Lullon, Archbifhop of Mentz. He was aq 
Englifhman, probably a native of the kingdom of the Well- Saxons. 
The foundation of his education was laid in the monaflery of Mai- 
dubi, probably the fame which was afterward called Malmcfbury, 
in Wiltlhire, founded a little before that time, in 6.75. From thence 
he went to Jarrow, and there finifhed his {Indies under venerable 
Bede. In 732 he patted into Germany, and was received with great 
joy by his coufin :t. Boniface, who gave him the monallick habit, 
and foon after ordained him deacon, and employed him in preach- 
ing the gofpel to idolaters. From this time Lullus fliared with that 
great faint the labours of his apoftlcfhip, and the perfections which 
were laifed againlt him by idolaters, heieticks, and fchifmaticks(»). 
St. Boniface promoted him to priclt's orders in 751, and fent him 
to Rome to confult pope Zachary on certain difficulties which he 



(1) S. Bonif. ejn 70. 
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did not care to commit to writing. Upon his return St. Boniface 
pitched upon him for his fucceflbur, and wrote to Fulrade, abbot of 
Si Denys, intreating him to procure the confent of king Pepin. 
This being obtained, with the approbation of the bifliops, abbots, 
clergy and nobility of the country, Lullus was corifecrated arch- 
bifhop of Mentz (2). About two years after, St. Boniface having 
fuffered martyrdom, Lullus took care tq have his body conveyed to 
the abbey of FuJde, and there interred with honour. During the 
fpace of thirty-four years tjiat he governed the diocefs of Mentz, 
he aflifted at divers councils in France and at Rome (3). It appears 
by the letters which were addrefTed to him from Rome, France, and 
England, to confult him upon the moft difficult points of doclrine 
and of difcipline, that he was in the greateft reputation for learning. 
His anfwers to thefe are loft, and only nine or" his letters are pub- 
lifhed among thofe or St. Boniface (4). The ftyle Ihews that he 
neglected the ornaments of language, according to the cuftom of 
that age ; but the matter is interefting. In the fourth we admire 
his zeal to procure good books from foreign countries, by which 
means they were difperfed in all parts of Germany and France. In 
his other letters, we meet with great examples of his humility, his 
firm attachment to his friends, his paftoral vigilance, and his zeal for 
the obfervance of the canons. The fixty-fecond letter is an epifcopal 
mandate to order prayers, falls, and malTes, " thofe which are pre- 
" fcribed (in the mifTal) tp be faid againft tempefls, to obtain of 
" God that the rains might ceafe, which prejudiced the fruits of 
" the earth," St. Lullus announces in the fame the death of the 
pope (Paul I. or Stephen III.) for whom he orders the accuftomed 
piayers to be faid. Cuthbert, abbot of Wiremouth, in a letter to 
St. Lullus, mentions that he had ordered ninety maffes to be faid 
for their deceafed brethren in Germany. For they fent to each 
other the names of thofe that died among them ; which alfo ap- 
pears from feveral letters of St. Boniface, as from one to the abbot 
of Mount Caflino (5), and feveral to his brethren in England. St. 
Lullus being impofed upon by falfe informations, took part againft 
St. Sturmius, abbot of Fulde, when he was accufed 



the king Pepin [a).. 



of treafon againfl 
If holy and great men are fometimes furprifed, 

and 



(2) Mabill. AcL Ben. T. 4. p. £3, & 394. Annal. 1, 22. n. 64. 
S. Bonif. cp. 92, & 104. (3) Cone. T. 6. p. 1702, 1722. 

(4) Inter S. Bonif. cp. 4, 5, 45, 46, 47, 62, 100, 101, in. 

(5) lip. 106. 



(<») St. Sturmius, a Bavarian 
py birth, and a difciplc of St. 
Boniface, was fent by him into 
Italy, to gather a code of the 
tnoil perfect monaftick obfer- 
vauces, which he committed to 
writmg, a little after he had 

9e«n appointed by St. Boniface 



the firft abbot of Fulde in 744. 
St. Sturmius afterward fell into 
difgrace with king Pepin, DV 
whom he was banifhed, upon art 
accafation that he had favoured 
that prince's enemies ; but ho 
was foon recalled. He was in 
high cite cm with Charlemagne, 

and 
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find betrayed into frailties, with what prudence and circumfpection 
ought every one to proceed, left he take fome falfe ftep ! and how 
ready ougl t he to be to confefs his faults, and to efface them by 
falutary penance I St. Lullus made afterward amends for his mif- 
take, as appears by his charter of donation to the abbey of Fulde 
^vhich he figned in 785(6^, in prefence of the emperour Charle- 
magne (b). St. Lullus refigned his dignity before his death, and 
ihut himfelf up in the mopaftery of Harsfeld, which he had built. 
In that retreat he died happily on the nril of November, not in 
786, as fome have preiended, but in 7S7. — See Mabill. Aft. Bencd. 
T. 4. Serarius, Reium Mogunt. T. a. Mira:us, &c. 



OCTOBER 17. 

St. Hed wiges, or Avoice, Dutchefs 

of Poland y Widow. 



From her exacl life? exta?it in Surhis and D * Andilly, Sainis llluftr* 
See alfo Chromer Hi/i. /. 7, 8. Dingo s, Hiji. Polonicce^ L 6 
& 7. and F. Raderus^ Bavaria Sanft 'a , T. 1. p, 147. 

A. D. 1243. 

THE father of this faint was Bertold III. of Andecbs, 
marquefs of Meran, count of Tirol, and prince (or 

duke) of Carinthia and Iftria (a), as hs is ftyled in the Chro- 
nicle 



(6) Mabill. Aft. Ben, T. 4. p. 400, & Annal. 1. 25. n. 55. 



and died in 776, on the 17th of 
December. See his life writ by 
a difciple, who was afterward 
fourth abbot of Fuldc, extant 
in Mabill. Sa:c. 3. Ben. part. 2. 
with remarks. See alfo Bulteau, 

1. 4. c. 14. 

(/;) This piece is publifhcd by 
Mabillon, among other monu- 

(a) Chromer (1. 7.), Baillct, 
and fome others, llylc him duke 
of Carinthia. marquefs of Mo- 
ravia, &c. But Moravia which,, 



ments of that nature, in a work 
entitled Fetus DifciplinaMomjlica, 
Parif. 1726. By this work, mid 
St. Boniface's, letter to pope /'?.- 
chary, it appears, that thole 
monks never touched wine or 
flefh, and laboured with their 
hands. 



as appears from Bcrtius, {Rerum 
German.) was at that time pof* 
fefled by another family is * ul) - 
ilituted by miilake for Mcran. 



r % 



pft. 17. ScHEDWlGES, W. 361% 

nicle of Andechs, and in the life of St. Elifabeth of Hungary(i). 
Her mother was Agnes, daughter of the count of Rotletchs. 
St. Hedwio-es had "three fitters and four brothers. Her eldeft 
fifier A°-nes was married to Philip Auguflus, king of France; 
Gertrude, the fecond, to Andrew, king of Hungary, by whom 
fhe had St. Elifabeth , the third was abbefs of Lutzingen in 
Franconia. As to her brothers, Bertold died patriarch of Aqui- 
Icia and Elebert, bifliop of Bamberg ;: Henry and Otho di- 
vided between them their father's principalities, and became 
renowned generals. St. Hedwiges, by a diftinguiihing effedt 
of the divine mercy in her favour, was from her cradle formed 
to virtue by the example and leffons of her devout mother, and 

of 

(1) See Lasius and Raderus, T. 3. pamm. 



The town of Meran, fituate 
near the cattle of Tirol, from 
which that name was afterward 
given to the county, was a 
famous principality created be- 
fore the reign of Frederick Bar- 
barofla ; by failure of heirs 
male, its dominions were after- 
ward divided between the Vene- 
tians, the dukes of Bavaria and 
Auftria, the lord of Nnrimberg, 
and other neighbouring princes. 
The cauMe of Andechs (now 
called the Holy Mountain on 
account of the great number of 
faints bodies there interred) is 
fituate oppofite to Die/Ten (pro- 
bably Srrabo's Da mafia) now 
famous for a monartery of Re- 
gular Canon s> of St. Aultin, in 
part of the ancient Vindilicia, 
now in Bavaria The moil re- 
ligious and illuftrious family of 
the counts of Andech is famous in 
the martyrologics of Bavaria and 
Anftria for the great number of 
faints it has produced ; as B. 
Kathard, a molt pious prieit, 
who firft built the church of St. 
George at Dieflen, in the reign 
of Lewis jDcbonnair, in 850. Ba- 
tho, now called Raflb, count or 
ijovernoVii' of liaftcrn Bavaria or 
AiiHria, celebrated for his ex- 



traordinary piety and devotion, a 
pilgrimage to Jerufalem, many 
religious foundations, and feveral 
glorious victories over the bar- 
barians, who from Pannonia Wm 
vaded the Eaflern and Southern 
provinces of Germany. He died 
on the 17th of June, 954. St. 
Otho, bilhop of Bamberg, who 
by his zea ous preaching and 
millions converted a confiderable 
part of Pomerania to the faith. 
He died on the 5th of July, 1 1 89. 
(See his life written by one who 
was his cocemporary, in Canifius. 
[/intiq. Lett. T. 2 iff Gretfer, /. 

de S mitt is Bambergenjious .) This 

faint was fon to Bertold II. count 
of Andechs. His filler St. Mech- 
rildes was abbefs of Die/Ten. (Sec 
her life by Engelhard, abbot of 
Lanchaim in Catiis. Lett. Antiqtt. 

c [. 5. Alfo Cbronicoji sdnd$fcenje % 
£5? Chronic on Hirjaugi/r.) St. 

Hedwiges and St. Elizabeth of 
Hungary (Nov. 19.) are of this 
family. Bert hold J J I. is called 
by fomc authors marque fs, by 
others count of Maran ; the title 
of margrave, or marquefs for a 
govcj hour or prince of mai'fhcs 
or frontier provinces, was at 
that time fcldom made life of. 
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of thofe that were placed about her. In her infancy fhe dif- 
covered no marks of levity, and all her inclinations were turned 
to piety and devotion. She was placed very young in the mo- 
ji after y of Lutein gen, in Franconia, and only taken thence 
when twelve years old, to marry Henry duke of Silefia, de- 
fended of the dukes of Glogaw in that country ; to which 
match fhe only confentqd out of compliance with the will of 
her parents,. In this ftate, by the fidelity with which fhe ac- 
quitted herfelf of all her refpeclive duties towards God, her huf- 
band, her children, and her family, fhe was truly the couragious 
woman defcribed by the wife man (2), who is to be fought 
from the utmoft boundaries of the earth : making it her fluty 
in all things only to pleafe God, and to fanctify her own foul 
and her houfhold, fhe directed all her views and actions to this 
great end. With her hufband's free confent fhe always palled 
holydays, fail-days, and all feafons of devotion in continence. 
She bore her hufband three fons, Henry, Conrad, and Boleflas; 
and three daughters, Agnes, Sophia, and Gertrude. After the 
birth of her iixth child, fhe engaged her hufband to agree to a 
mutual vow of perpetual continence, which they made in pre- 
fence of the bifhop of the place j from which time they never 
imet but in publick places. Her hufband faithfully kept this 
vow for thirty years that he lived afterwards ; during which 
time he never ? wore any gold, jilver, or purple, and never 
ihaved his beard ; from which circumffance he was furnamed 
Rsjiry the Bearded ; and fo he is conftantly called by Dlugos, 
Chroiner, and other Polifti and German hiftorians. The no- 
bility \rf Greater Poland having expelled their duke Ladiflas 
Otonis, conferred on Henry that principality in j 233. Hed- 
xviges endeavoured by all the means in her power to difTuade him 
from accepting that offer ; hut was not abje to prevail, Henry 
marched thither with an army, and quietly took poffeffion of 
' that and fome other provinces of Poland, and though Boltflas 
the Pious was duke of Cracow ai.d Send mir, both he and fome 
other leiTer princes of that c >untry ftood fo much in awe of 
Henry's fuperiour power, as 11 ver to dare to have any conteft 
with him. From that time he is ftyled. duke of Poland. Out 
of partial fondnefs he was once defirous to leave his. dominions 
to his fecond fon Conrad ; but Hedwigcs. f upper ted the caufc 
of Henry, which was tha,t of jullice. The two brothers, 
with their factions, came to an open rupture^ and notwith- 
ftanding their mother's defire to reconcile them, a great battle 
was fought, in which Henry entirely routed his younger bro- 
ther's army, who died loon after in retirement and penance 

This 

(2) Prav, xxx, 10, &c. 
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This happened fcveral years before the death of their father,, 
and was one of thofe crofTes by which the dutchefs learned more 
bitterly to deplore the miferies and blindnefs of the world, and 
more perfectly to difengage her heart from its flavery. Whe- 
ther in profperity or adverfity her whole comfort was in God 3 
and in the exercifes of religion- The duke at her perfuafion p 
and upon her yielding into his hands her whole dower for this 
purpofe, founded the great monaftery of Ciftercian nuns at 
Trebnitz, three miles from Breflaw, the capital of Siiefia ; upon 
which he fettled the town of Trebnitz, and other eftates, en- 
dowing it for the maintenance of one thoufand perfons, of 
which, in the firft foundation, one hundred were nuns ; the 
reft were young ladies of reduced families, who were to be 
here educated in piety, and afterward provided with competent 
portions to marry advantageoully in the world, or if they were 
inclined to a monaftick ftate, they were at liberty to profefs it 
in this or in any other nunnery. This building was begun in 
j 203, and was carried on fifteen years without interruption, 
during which time all malefactors in Siiefia, inftead of other 
punifhments, were condemned to work at it, and the feverity 
of their fervitude was proportioned to their crimes. The mo- 
naftery was finiflied, and the church dedicated in i2rOy. The 
dutchefs pra&ifed in her palace greater aufterities than thofe of 
the moft rigid monks, faded and watched in prayer, and 
wherever fhe travelled, had always thirteen poor perfons with? 
her, whom (he maintained, in honour of Chrift and his 
apoftles, waiting upon them herfelf upon her knees at table, 
where they were ferved with good meat, before me took her 
own coarfe refection. She often wafhed the feet and kifled the 

1 

ulcers of lepers, and having an extreme defire to hear that ami- 
able fentence from Chrift at the Jiaft day : I was in prifon^ and 
you vijited nte y &c- fhe exhaufted her revenues in relieving 
the neceftitous. The fimplicity which flie obferved in her 
drefs whilft fhe lived with herhufband y fbewed, that if refpecl; 
to him and his court obliged her to wear decent apparel, fhe was 
yet an enemy to vain or gaudy ornaments, which amuic a great 
part of her fex, and much more to all decorations and artifices 
©f drefs with which many ladies ftudy to fet themfelves off to ad- 
vantage : a certain mark of vanity^ or a pleafure they take in 
themfelves, and a dangerous defire of pleafing others. Thia 
paifion, which banifljes from the breaft where it reigns, the fpU 
rit of Chrift and his gofpel* cherifhes the root of many viccs p 
and without defign fpreads fnares to entangle and deftroy un- 
wary fouls, cannot find place in one whofc conduct is regulated 
ty> and whofe heart is penetrate*) with, the fpirit of Chriftian 

modefty* 
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inodefty. St. Hedwiges, after her reparation from her hufband 
tarried her love of humility and penance much farther in this 
refpecl:, and wore only clothes of plain grey {luff. Her defire 
of advancing in perfection put her upon leaving the palace with 
her hufband's confent, and fixing altogether at Trebnitz near 
the monaftery, often retiring for fome days into that auftere 
houfe^ where fhe lay in the dormitory, and complied with all 
the penitential exercifes of the community. She wore the fame 
cloak and tiinick fummer and winter ; and underneath a rouofi 
hairftrirtj with fleeves of white ferge, that it might not be dif- 
covered. She fafted every day, except Sundays and great fefti- 
vals, on which {he allowed herfelf two fin all refections. For 
forty years fhe never eat any flefh, though fubjecl to f requent 
violent illnefles ; except that once, under a grievous difttmper 
in Poland, fhe took a little, in obedience to the precept of the 
pope's legate. On Wednefdays and Fridays her refection was 
only bread and water. With going to churches: barefoot, fome- 
times over ice and mow, her feet were often bliftered,' and left 
the ground ftained with traces of her blood • but fhe carried 
fhoes under her arms, to put on if fhe met any one. Her maids 
that attended her to church, though well clad, were not able to 
bear the cold, which fhe never feemed to feel. She had a good 
bed in her chamber, but never made ufe of it; taking her reft 
on the bare ground : fhe watched great part of the night in 
prayers and tears, and never returned to reft after martins. Af- 
ter compline fhe prolonged her prayers in the church till very 
Jate ; and from mattins till break of day. At her work, or 
other employments, fhe never ceafed coTigh to God in her heart 
as a ftranger banifhed from him on earth ; and returned often 
an the day to the church, where fhe ufually retired into a fecret 
corner, that her tears might not be perceived.* The princefs 
Anne, her daughter-in-law, who ufually knelt next to her, ad- 
jnircd the abundance of tears fhe faw her frequently fhed at her 
devotions, the interiour joy and delights with which fhe was 
often overwhelmed during her communications with heaven, 
and the fublime raptures with which fhe was fometimcs favoured - 
The fame was terrified by Herbold, her confeiTor, and by fevc- 
ral fervant maids. At her prayers (he frequently killed the 
ground, watering it with her tears, and in private often prayed 
a long time together proftrate on the floor. She continued in 
prayer during all the time it thundered, remembering the tcr- 
rours of the la ft day. Her tears and devotion were extraordinary 
when flic approached the holy communion. She always heard 
mafs either kneeling or proftrate with a devotion Which afto- 

aiiflied all that faw her 5 nor could fhe be fatisftcd without hir- 
ing 
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ing every morning all the maiTes that were faid in the church 

where fhe was {b)^ _ 

That devotion is falfe or imperfect which is not founded m 
humility and the fubje&ion of the paflions. St. Hedwiges al- 
ways fincerely looked upon herfelf as the laft and moft ungrate- 
fulto God of all creatures, and fhe was often feen to kifs the 
around where fome virtuous perfon had knelt in the church. 
No provocation was obferved to make her ever fhew the leaft 
fj^n of emotion or anger. Whilft fhe lived rn the world, the 
manner in which flie reprimanded fervants for faults, fhewed 
how perfectly me was mifhefs of herfelf, and how unalterable 
the peace of her mind was. This alfo appeared in the heroick 
coniiancy with which fhe bore afflictions. Upon receiving the 
news of her hufband being wounded in battle, and taken pri- 
soner by the duke of Kirne, fhe faid, without the lean: dis- 
turbance of mind, that fhe hoped to fee him in a fhort time at 
liberty and in good health. The conquerour rejected all terms 
that could be offered for his freedom ; which obliged Henry, 
our faint's eldcft fon, to raife a powerful army to attempt hrs 
father's refcue by force of arms. Hedwiges, whofe tender foul 
could never hear of the efFufion of Chriftian blood without doing 
all in her power to p/event it, went in perfon to Conrad, and 
'the very fight of her di farmed him of all his rage, fo that fhs 
eafily obtained what file demanded. The example of our faint 
' had fo powerful an influence over her hufband, that he not only- 
allowed her an entire liberty as to her manner of living, and 
exercifes of piety, but began at length, in fome degree, to copy 
her virtues ; obferved the modefty and recollection of a monk 
in the midfr. of a court ; and became the father of his people, 
and the fupport of the poor and weak. All his thoughts were 
directed to adminiftring jufticc to his fubjects, and making 
piety and religion frou'rifh in his dominions. He died happily 
in 1238: upon which melancholy occafion all the nuns at 
Trebnitz exprefTed their fenfe of fo great a lofs by many tears 
and other marks of grief. jHcdwigcs was'the only perfon who 
could think or the deceafed prince with dry eyes, and comfort- 
ing the reft, faid : " Would you oppofe the will of God ? Our 
" lives are his. We ought to find our comfort in whatever he 
<c is pleafed to ordain, whether as to our own death, or as to 
" that of our friends." The ferenity of mind, and compofufe 
features, with which on that occafion fhe urged the unr*ea~ 
fonablcncfa of an ungoverned grief, and the duty of rcfignation- 

JO' 

&) Whence this diiiich : 

In fold tnijfa non eft content a ducijfn: 

Qtiot funt prtjtyuti tot th'Jfus opt at baberh 
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to the divine will, (hewed frill more than her words how great 
a proficient flie was in the virtues which fhe recommended 
and how perfectly the motives of faith triumphed in her foJ 
over the fehtiments of nature. From that time (he put on the 
religious habit at Trebnitz, ahd lived in obedience to her 
daughter Gertrude who having made her religious profefiion j n 
that houfe when it was flrfr. founded, had beeri before that time 
chofen abbefs. Neverthelefs, St. Hedwiges never made any 
monaftick vows, that fhe might continue to fuccoiir the necef- 
fitous by her bountiful chanties. 

One inftance will fuffice to (hew with what humility and 
meeknefs fhe converfed with her religious fillers. Out of a 
fpirit of fincere poverty and humility fhe never wore any other 
than fome old thread bear caftavvay habit. One of the nuns 
happened once to fay to her : " Why do you wear thefe tat- 
ce tered rags f They ought rather to be given to the poor," 
The faint meekly anfwered : ci If this habit gives any offence 
* e I am ready to correct my fault.'' And fhe infranily laid it 
afide and got another, though fhe would not have a new one. 
Three years after the death of her hufband fhe fuftained a 
grievous trial in the lofs of her eldeft moft virtuous and moll 
beloved fon Henry, furnamed The Pious y who had fucceeded 
bis father in the dutchies both of Greater and LefTer Poland, 
and of Silefia. The Tartars with a nurriberlefs arm^ poured 
out of Afia by the North, propofing nothing lefs to themfelves 
than to fwallow up all Europe. Havirig plundered all the coun- 
try that lay in their way through Ruflia and Bulgaria.} they ar* 
rived at Cracow in Poland. Finding that city abandoned by 
its inhabitants who had carried off their treafures, they burnt 
it to the ground, fo that nothing was left ftanding except the 
church of St. Andrew without the walls. Continuing their 
march into Silefia they laid fiege to the citadel of Breflaw, 
which was protected by the prayers of St, Ceflas or Cieflas, 
prior of the Dominicans there, and the barbarians terrified by 
a globe of fire which fell from the heavens upon their camp, 
retired towards Legnitz. Duke Henry aflem bled his forces at 
Legnitz, and every foldier having been at confeflion, he caufed 
mafs to be faid at which he and all his army received the holy 
communion (3), From this facred a£Hon he couragioufly W 
his little army to fall upon the enemy, having with him Miccf» 
las duke of Oppelen in Higher Silefia, Boleflas, marquefs of 
Moravia, and other princes. He gave wonderful proofs both 
. of his courage and con duel: in this memorable battle^ and fof 
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fome time drove the barbarians before him : but at laft his 
liorfe being killed under him he was himfelf flain not far from 
Legnitz in 1241. His corpfe was carried to the pri nee fs Anne 
his wife, and by her fent to Breflaw, to be interred in the 
convent of Francifcans which he had ,beguh to found there, 
and which fhe finifhed after his death. The grand-children of 
our faint were preferved from the fwords of thefe infidels, being 
fliut up in the impregnable caftle of Legnitz. St. Hedwiges 
, s jterielf had retired with her niins and rier daughter-in-law Anne 
to the fortrefs of Chrofne. Upon the news of this difafter me 
comforted her daughter the abbefs, and her daughter-in-law the 
princefs, who feenied almoft dead with grief. Without letting 
. fall a fingle tear, or difcovering the leaft trouble of rriind, fhe 
laid : cc God hath difpofed of my fon as it hath pleafed him. 
« We ought to have no other will than his." Then lifting 
up her eyes to. heaven file prayed as follows : " I thank you, 
" my God, for having given me fuch a fon who always loved 
: " and honoured me, and never gave rrie the leaft: occafion of 

• 6t difpleafure. To fee him alive was my great joy: yet J feel 
. « a ftill greater pleafure in feeing him by fuchi a death deferve 

"to be for ever united to yotf in the: kingdom of your gbry. 
: Oh my / £yod, with my whole heart I commend to you his 
< c£ dear fopl." The example of this faint's lively faith and hope 
i mod powerfully and fweetly difpelled the grief of thofe that were 

• in afflidlon, and her whole conduct wa's the ftrongeft exhorta- 
tion to euery virtue. This gave an irrefiftible force to the 

t holy advice ffie fometimes gave others.. Being a true and faith- 
ful lover of the crofs, {he was wont to exhort all with whom 
;j flic converfed, to arm themfelves againft the profperity of the 
•ijvorlcl with ftill more diligence than againft its adverfities, the 
% former being fraught with rriore fnares and greater dangers. 
$ Nothing feenied to furpafs the leffons on humility which fhe 
I gave to her daughter-in-law Anne, which were the dictates of 
per own feeling and experimental femiments of that virtue. 
ijHer. humility was honoured by God with the gift of miracles, 
#A nun of Trebnitz who was blind, recovered her fight by the 
libleffing of the faint with the fign of the croft. The author 
% 0{ hbr llf e gives us an account of feverai other miraculous cures 
I wrought by her, and of feverai predictions; cfpecially of her 
|ow n death. In her laft ftcknefs file infifted on receiving cx- 
|«rcme-unaion before any others could be pcrfuaded that fhe 
> was ni danger. The paflron of Chrift which flic had always 
jgniadc a principal part of her mo ft tender devotion, was the 
entertainment by which flic prepared herfclf for her laft 
■ f g £ God was pleafed to put an happy end to her labours 

calling her to himfelf on the 15th of October 1243. Her 

V0I "JV, Z mortal 
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mortal remains were dcpofited at Trebnitz. She was canon- 
ized in 1266 by Clement IV. and her relicks were enfhrined 
the year following (4). Pope innocent XI. appointed the k- 
venteenth of this month for the celebration of her office (A 

The conflancy of this faint at the lofs of friends proceeded 
not from infenfibility. The bowels of faints are fo much the 
more tender as their charity is always more companionate and 
more extenilve. But a lively appreherrfion of eternity, and of 
the nothingnefs of temporal things makes them regard this life 
as a moment, and fet no value on any thing in it but inafmuth. 
as God, his love or holy will, and our immortal glory mav be 
concerned in it. Lewis of Granada tells us, in the life of iSie 
venerable fervant of God John of Avila, that the rnarchi:)i:cfc 
of Pliego, when me faw her eldefr fon delight in nothing butin 
retirement and devotion, ufed to lay, that no other plcafurc in 
this world can equal that of a mother who fees a dear child 
very virtuous. The fame author menrions another lady of 
quality, like wife a fpiritual daughter of that holy man, who 
when (he loft her moll pious and beloved fon, faid fhe was 
not able to exprefs her joy for having tent fo dear a faint be- 
fore her to heaven. If our grief on fuch occafions is ungo- 
verned, we have reafon to fear that our faith is weak, which 
makes fuch flender impreflions on our fouls. 

(4) Diugoil". Hift. Polon.T. 7. p.. 781, 783,, T. 1, 



( c \ Another St. Hedwiges* 
daughter of Lewis king of Hun- 
gary (who was alfo elected king 
of Poland) was chofen fovereign 
queen of Poland in 1384, and 
was eminent for her immenfe 
charities to the poor, her libera- 
lity to churches, monafterics and 
univerfities ; her humility and a- 
vcrfion to pomp or gaudy appa- 
rel ; her mecknefs, which was 
fo wonderful that in fo exalted a 
lla'ion lhe was utterly a itranger 
to anger and envy. She read no 
books but fuch as treated of pi- 
ety and devotion ; the chief be- 



ing the holy Scriptures, Homi- 
lies of the Fathers, Acts of Mar- 
tyrs and other Saints, and the 
meditations of St, Bernard, &c. 
She married Jagello, grand duke 
of Lithuania in 1386, on condi- 
tion he mould be baptized, and 
fhould plant the faith in his 
dutchy, which became from that 
time united to Poland. She died 
at Cracow in 1399. On her 
miracles fee Dlugofs, 1. 10. p. 
160, Chromer and other Holifli 
writers who gave her the title of 
faint, though her name is not 
infer ted in the martyrolojjics. 
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On the fame Day 



St. Anstrudis, commonly called Austrv, V". Abbefs at LaonV 

She was daughter of the virtuous and noble couple Blandin-Bofoa 
and Sc Salaberna, -who founded the abbey of St. John B.iptift ac 
Laon, in which St. Salaberna, With the con feat of her hu/band, 
took the religious veil, was chofen abbefs, and is honoured among 
the Taints on the zzd of September. Anftmdis faithfully walked in 
her Heps, and after her death, though with the utmofr repugnance, 
Succeeded her in the abbacy. By a fcrupuicus obfVrvance of mo - 
naltick dil'cipline in the leait points, a tender and affectionate care 
in conducting her fillers in the paths of Chriib'an perfection, a molt 
profufe charity to the poor, and her conflant application to prayer," 
jlw was a true model of fan&ity.' - No exteriour employments in- 
terrupted the union of her heart with God, or her fweet attention 
to his holy prefence. Except on Sundays and on ChriRmas day 
Ihe never took' any nourifhment but at one moderate refection fhe 
made in a day at three o'clock in the afternoon, and on fail days 
after funfet. Her watchings in devout prayer often kept her the 
whole night in the church, except that fhe took a little reft in an 
uneafyfeat before the church door; then returned again to her devo- 
tions before the altar. Her fandtity was to be approved and made 
perfect by the trial of afHidtions, in which true virtue is always pu- 
rified and improved, but that which is weak or counterfeit betrays 
itfclf, as a building which wants a firm foundation or a great tree 
which has* not fhot its roots deep into the earth is eafily blown 
down by florins. The faint's pious brother Baldwin was treache- 
roufly aflaflinated, and Hie herfelf terrified with outrageous threats 
by Ebroim That tyrant, however, was at length foftened by her 
intrepid conflancy, and approved .virtue and innocence, and of a 
perfecutor became her patron and friend. Pepin when mayor of 
the palace declared himfelf her ftrenuous protector. She died in 
638, and is honoured in the Gallican and Benedictm calendars. 
The rich Benecjictin nunnery .of St. John Baptift at Laon was given 
to monks of the fame Order in 1229, and frill ilouri flies. There 
is in the fame town another great Bcnedictin abbey of St. Vincent, 
and a third of the Order of Prcinontrc called Sc. Martin's. — See 
the life of v St, Anfrrudis written foon after her death in Mabillon 
(fax. 2.) and Bulteau, Kilt Mon. d' Occid. 

Sc. Andiiew of Crete, M. St. Andrew furnamed the Caiybite 
or the Cretan , was a holy monk, and a zealous defender of holy 
images in the reign of Coulbantine Cppronymus, by whofe orders 



lie was whipped to death without the walls of Conflan tinople, in 
the circus of St. Mamas, on the feventeenth of October, 761. His 
name occurs in the Roman marryrology. — See Thcophanes,- p» 
Zh* I'lcury, 1. ,73. n . 32. 
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St. LUK the Evangelift. 

S& Tillem. T. 2. p. 148. Calmef, T. 7. £. 378. Six different 
Greek htftories of St. Luke r s Afts are extant \ all modern f and of 
no account. See jFof AJfetnani^ in Calend. Univ. T. 5. p. 308. 

THE great apoftle of the Gentiles, or rather the Holy 
Ghoft by his pen, is the pariegyrift of this glorious evan- 
gelift, and his own infpired writings are the higheft, {landing 
and moft authentick commendation of his fancTity, and of thofe 
eminent graces which are a juft fubjeft of our admiration, but 
which human praifes can only extenuate- St. Luke was a na- 
tive of Antioch, the metropolis of Syria, a city famous for the 
agreeablenefs of its fituation, the riches of its traffick, its ex* 
tent, the number of its inhabitants, the poKtenefs of their man- 
ners, and their learning and wifdom. Its fehools were the moft 
renowned in all Alia, and produced the ableft matters in all 
arts and fciences. St. Luke acquired a ftock of learning in his 
younger years, which, we are told, he improved by his tra- 
vels in fome parts of Greece and Egypt. He became particu- 
larly well fkilled in phyfick, which he made his profcflion. 
'They that from hence infer the quality of his birth and for- 
tune, do not take notice that this art was at that time often 
managed by flaves who were trained up to it, as Grotius 
proves, who conceives that St. Luke perhaps had lived fervant 
in fome noble family in quality of phyfician, till he obtained 
his freedom : after which he continued to follow his profeflion. 
This he feems to have done after his conversion to the faith, 
and even to the end of his life, the occafional practice of phy- 
fick without being drawn afide by it from fpiritual functions, 
being a charity very confiftent with the miniftry of the gofpcl. 
jSt. Jerom aflures us he was very eminent in his profeflion, and 
St. Paul by calling him his moft dear phyfician (1) feems to indi- 
cate that he had not laid it alide. He/idcs his abilities in phy- 
fick, 

(i) Coloff. i« 14: 
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ficfc, he is faid to have been very Ikilful in painting. The me- 
nology of the emperour Bafil compiled in 980, Nicephorus (2). 
Metaphraftes and other modern Greeks quoted by F. Gretzer, 
in his diflertation on this fubje£t, fpeak much- of his excelling 
in this art, and of his leaving many pictures of Chrift and the 
B. Virgin. Though neither the antiquity nor the credit of 
thefe authors is of great weight, it muft be acknowledged with 
a very judicious critick, that fome curious anecdotes are found 
in their writings. In this particular, what they tell us is fup- 
ported by the authority of Theodorus Le£*or who lived in 518, 
and relates (3) that a pidlure of the B Virgin painted by St. 
Luke was tent from Jerufalem to the emprefs Pulcheria, who 
placed it in the church of Hodegorum which flie built-in her 
honour at Conflantinople. Moreover, a very ancient infcrip- 
tion was found in a vault near the church of St. Mary in via 
lata in Rome, in which it is faid of a picture of the B. Virgin 
Mary, difcovered there, " One of the feven painted by Sr. 
Luke" (a). Three or four fuch piaures are ftilf in being ; the 
principal is that placed by Paul V. in the Burghefian chapel 
in St. Mary Major. 

St. Luke was a profelyte to the Chriftian religion, but who- 
ther from Paganifm or rather from Judaifm is uncertain : for 
many Jews were fettled at Antioch, but chiefly fuch as were 
called Hellenifts, who read the Bible in the Greek tranflation 
of the Septuagint. St. Jerom obferves from his writings, that 
he was more flailed in Greek than in Hebrew, and that there- 
fore he not only always makes ufe of the Septuagint tranflai iorj, 
as the other authors of the New Teframent who wrote in 
Greek, do; but he refrains fometimes from tranflating words 
when the propriety of the Greek tongue would not bear it. 
Some think he was converted to the faith by St. Paul at An- 
tioch : others judge this improbable, becaufe t\at ap-iftie uo 
where calls him his fon, as he frequently does his converts. St. 
Epiphanius makes him to have been a difciple of om Lord; 
which might be for fome fhort time before the death of Chrift, 
though this cvangelift fays, he wrote his gofyel fr^m the rela- 
tions of thofe who from the beginning were cye%vitnejjes and mi- 
nijters of the word (4). Neverthelefs, from thefe words many 
conclude that he became a Chriftian at Antioch only rt ftcr 

Z 3 thrift's 

(2) 1. 2. C 43. (3) 1. I. p. Jji, 552 . ( + ) Lu l cc I 2 

(<?) Una ex vti. a Lucd depiais. Bofius & Aringhi, Roma Sub. 
An™"* ' 3 * £ 4«- °n Sc Luke's pidurcs of the B. Virgin, fee ToC 

Aflemam in Kalend. Univcrf. ad 18 061. T. 5. p. 306. J 
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Chrift's Afcenfion. . Tertullian pofitively affirms, that he never 
was a difciple of Chrift whilft he lived on earth (5). N 0 
fooner was he enlightened by the Holy Ghoft, and initiated in 
the fchool of Chrift, but he fet himfelf heartily to learn the 
fpirit of his faith, and to pra£tife its leflbns. For this purpofe 
he fhidied perfectly to die to himfelf, and, as the church fays 
of him, < <c He always carried about in his body the mortifica- 
* c tion of the crofs for the honour of the divine name/ 5 He 
was already a great proficient in the habits of a perfect maflery 
of himfelf, and of all virtues, when he became St, Paul's 
companion in hiy travels, and fellow labourer in the minillry 
of the gofpel. The firit time that in his hiftory of the millions 
of St. Paul (6) he fpeaks in his own name -in the firft perfon, 
is when that apofMe failed from Troas into Macedon, in the 
year 51, foon after St. Barnabas had left him, and St. Irenes 
begins from that time the voyager, which St. Luke made with 
£t. Paul (7). Before this he had doubtlefs been for fome time 
an afliduous difciple of that great apoftle - y but from this time 
he fcems never to have left him unlefs by his order upon com- 
mi/iions for the fervice of the churches he had planted. It 
was the height of his ambition to fhare with that great apoflle 
all his toils, fatigues, dangers and fufFerings. In his compa- 
ny he made fome ftay at Philippi in Macedon; then he tra- 
velled with him through all the cities of Greece, where the 
harveft every day grew upon their hands. St. Paul mentions 
him more than once as the companion of his travels : he calk 
him Luke the beloved pbyjician (8) his fellow labourer (g). In- 
terpreters ufually take Lucius whom St, Paul calls his kinfman 
(10) to be St. Luke, as the fame apoftlc fometimes gives a 
Latin termination to Silas, calling him Sylvanus. Many with 
Origen, Eufebius and St. Jerom fay that when St. Paul fpeaks 
of his own gofpel (11) he means that of St. Luke, though the 
paflage may be underftood fimpJy of the gofpel which St. Paul 
preached. ' He wrote this epiftie in the year 57, four years be- 
fore his fir ft arrival at Rome. 

St. Matthew and St. Mark had wrote their, gofpels before 
St. Luke. The devil, who always endeavours to obfeure the 
truth by falfliood, itirred up fevcral to obtrude upon the world 
fabulous relations concerning Chrifl, to obviate which St. Luke 
publifhcd his gofpel. In this undertaking fome imagine he 

had alfo in view to fuppiy fome things which had been omit- 
ted 



(O 1. 4. contr. MarcioD. c, 2. (6) Ads xvi. 8, 0. ,0 - 

(7) Sc. Jwn. I. 3. c. 14. (8) Col. iv. 14. ^ (9) Philcm. 

v. 24. (iq) Horn, xvi* 21. (11) Rom. ii. 16. 
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ted by the two former; but it does not clearly appear that he 
had read them, as Calmet and others obferve. Tertullian tells 
us, that this work of the difciple was often afcribed to St. Paul 
who was his m after (12^. That apoftJe doubtlefs atfifted him 
in the tafk* and approved and recommended it, but St. Luke 
mentions others from whom he derived his accounts, who from 
the beginning had been cyewitmjffls of Chrift's actions. He de- 
livered nothing but what he received immediately from pcrfons 
prefentac, and concerned in tbe things which he has left upon 
record, having a moft authentick ftock of credit and intelli- 
gence to proceed upon, as Tertullian fpeaks, and being under 
the direction and influence of the Holy Ghoft, from whofe 
exprefs revelation he received whatever he has delivered con- 
cerning all divine myfteries, and without whofe fpecial affift- 
ancc and infpiration he wrote not the lead tittle even in his 
hiftorical narrative. What the ancients aver of the concurrence 
of St. Paul in this work, feems to appear in the conformity of 
their expreftions in mentioning the inftitution of the bleflcd cu- 
charifr (13) alfo in relating the apparition of Chrift to St. Peter 
(14). Sr. Jerom and St. Gregory Nazianzen tell us (15) 
that St. Luke wrote his gofpel in Achaia when he attended Sr. 
Paul preaching there and in the confines of Bocotia. Me was 
twice in thefe parts with that apoftJe, in 53 and 58. Ke mult 
have wrote his gofpel in 53 if St. Paul fpeaks of it in his epiftle 
lo the Romans, as the antients afTure us. Thofe titles in fome 
Greek manufcripts, which fay this gofpel v/as wrote at Rome 
(luring St. Paul's flrft imp r ifonment, are modern, and feem to 
confound this book with the A els of the Apoftles. St. Luke 
mainly infifts in his gofpel upon what relates to Ch rift's prieftly 
office: for which reafon the ancients, in accommodating the 
four fymbolical reprefentations, mentioned in EzechicI, to the 
four evangelifts, afligned the ox or calf, as an emblem of fa- 
crifices, to St. Luke. Jt is only in the gofpel of St. Luke that 
we have a full account of feveral particulars relating to the 
Annunciation of the myftcry of the Incarnation to the Bleflcd 
Virgin, her vifit to St. Elhabetb, the parable of the prodigal 
fon, and many other moft remarkable points. 7'he whole is 
wrote with great variety, elegance, and perfpicuity. An in- 
comparable fublimity of thought and diclion is accompanied 
with that genuine Simplicity which is the characlei iftick of the 
facrccl penmen 5 and by which the divine aclions and doclrine 

Z 4 of 

Uz) I. 4, contra Marcion. c. 5. (13) Luke xxii. 17. . . 2 °» 

n,l( ' 1 Cor, -si. 23, 24., 25. (\/\.) Luke xxiv. 34., and 1 Cor* 

Xv * S» (15) St. llicron. Proleg. in Matt. & jsja/,. Carm. 33. 
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of our Bleffed Redeemer are fet off in a manner which in every 
Word conveys his holy fpirit, and unfolds in every tittle the 
hidden myfteries and inexhaufted riches of the divine love and 
of all virtues to thofe who with an humble and teachable dif. 
pofition of mind make thefe facred oracles the fubjeft of their 
afiiduous devout meditation. The dignity with which themoft 
fublime myfteries which tranfcend all the power of words, and 
even the conception and comprebenfion of all created beings, 
are fet off without any pomp of exprefiion, has in it fomething 
divine : and the energy with which the patience, meeknefs, 
charity and beneficence of a God made man for us, are de- 
fcribed, his divine leflbns laid down, and the narrative of hia 
life given ; but efpecially the difpaflionate manner iri which his 
adorable fufferings and death are related, without the leaft ex- 
clamation or bellowing the leaft harfh epithet on his enemies, 
is a grandeur and more noble eloquence on fuch a theme, and a 
more affecting and tender manner of writing than the hi^heft 
flrains or the fineft ornaments of ipeech could be. This fim- 
plicity makes the great actions fpeak thernfelves, which all bor- 
rowed eloquence muft extenuate. The facred penmen in thefe 
writings were only the inftruments or organs of the Holy 
Ghoft ; but their ftyle alone fuffices to evince how perfeclly 
free their fouls were from the reign or influence of human paf- 
fions, and in how perfect a degree they were replenifhed with 
all thofe divine virtues and that heavenly fpirit which their 
words breathe. 

About the year 56 St. Paul fent St. Luke with St. Titus to 
Corinth, with this high commendation, that his praife in the 
gofpel refounded throughout all the churches (16). St. Luke 
attended him to Rome whither he was fent prifoner from Jc- 
rufalem in 61. T*he apoftle remained there two years in 
chains ; but was permitted to live in a houfe which he hired, 
though under the cuftody of a conftant guard ; and there he 
preached to thofe who daily reforted to hear him. From an- 
cient writings and monuments belonging the church of St. 
Mary in 'via lata, which is an ancient title of a cardinal (lea- 
, Baronius (17) and Aringhi (18) tell us, that this church 
was built upon the fpot where St. Paul then lodged, and where 
St. Luke wrote the Acts of the Apoftles. On this account 
Sixtus V. caufed a flatue of St. Paul to be placed with a new 

infeription upon the famous pillar of Antoninus, in that neigh- 
bourhood. 

(16) 2 Cor. viii. 18, 19. (17) Baron, in Annal. T. 1. ad an. 
J5. ed. nov. Luccens. 1 ' (18) Roma Subterr. 1. 3, c. 41. Lorinu* 
111 Acla Ap. 
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bourhood. St. Luke was the apoftle's faithful affiftant and at- 
tendant during his confinement, and had the comfort to fee 
fnm fet at- liberty in 63, the year in which this evangelift fi~ 
niihed his -Aits of the Apoftles. This facred hiftory he com- 
piled at Rome (19) by divine infpiration, as an appendix to his 
gofpeJ, to preyent'the falfe relations of thofe transactions which 
fome publifhed, and to leave an authentick account of the 
wonderful works of God in planting his church, and^ fome of 
the miracles by which he confirmed it, and which were an 
invincible proof of the truth of Chrift's refurreciion, and or 
his holy religion. Having in the firft twelve chapters related 
the chief general transactions of the principal apoftles in the 
firft eftablifliment of the church, beginning at our Lord's af- 
cenfion, he from the thirteenth chapter almoft confines himfelf 
£0 the actions and miracles of St. Paul, to moft of which he 
had been privy and an eyewitnefs, and concerning which falfe 
reports werefpread. St. Luke dedicated both this book and 
his gofpel to one Theophilus, who, by the title of Mojl Excel- 
lent which he gives him, according to the ftyle of thofe times, 
rnuft have been a perfon of the firft diftinc~tion, and a publick 
magiftrate, probably of Antioch, who perhaps was a convert 
of this evangelift. Thefe books were not intended only for 
his ufe, but alfo for the inftruction of all churches, and all 
fucceeding ages. As amongft the ancient prophets the ftyle of 
Ifaias was moft elegant and polite, and that of Amos who had 
been a fhepherd, rough 5 fo that of St. Luke by its accuracy 
and elegance, and the purity of the Greek language fhews the 
politenefs of his education at Antioch : yet it is not wholly 
free from Hebraifms and Syriacifms. It flows with an eafy and 
natural grace and fweetnefs, and is admirably accommodated 
to an hiftorical defign. 

Sc. Luke did not forfake his mafter after he was releafed from 
Iiis confinement. That apoftle in his laft imprifonment at 
Rome writes, that the reft had all left him, and that St. Luke 
alone was with him (20). St. Epiphanius fays (21) that after 
the martyrdom of St. Paul, St. Luke preached in Italy, Gaul, 
Dalmatia and. Macedon. By Gaul fome undcrftand Cifalpine 
Gaul, others Galatia. l^ortunatus and Melaphraftes fay he 
paflcd into.Kgypt, and preached in Thcbais. Nicephorus fays 
he died at Thebes in Bceotia, and that his tomb was fhewn 
near that place in his time : but feems to confound the evanr 
gclift with St. Luke Stiriote, an hermit of that country. St. 

Hip- 
do) St. Hicron. Catal. Vh\ Illuftr. c. 7. (20) z Tim. iv, 11. 
(*>) St.Epiph, hwr. 51. 
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Hippolytus fays (22) St. Luke was crucified at El sea in PeJ 0 » 
ponnefus near Achaia. The modern Greeks tell us P he was 
crucified on an olive tree. The ancient African martyrolo^y 
of the fifth age (23) gives him the tides of evangelift and 
jiiartyr. St. Gregory Nazianzen ^24) St. Paulinus (25J and St, 
Gaudentius of Brefcia (26) affure us that he went to God by 
martyrdom. Bede, Ado, Ufuard and Baroni us in the mar- 
tyrologies only fay he fuffered much fur the faith, and died 
very old in Bithynia. That he crofted the freights to preach 
in Bythynia is moft probable, but then he returned and fimfhed 
his courfe in Achaia; under which name Pcloponmfus was 
then comprifed. The modern Greeks fay he lived fourfcore 
and four years: which ailertion had crept into St. JeronVs 
account of St. Luke (27) but. is expunged by Mariianay who 
found thofe words wanting in all old manufcripts. The bone* 
of St. Luke were tranflated from Patras in Achaia in 357, by 
order of the emperour Conftancius, and depofited in the church 
of the apoftles at Conftantinople (28) together with thofe of 
St. Andrew and St. Timothy. On the occafion of this trans- 
lation fome diftribution was made of the relicks of St Luke: 
St. Gaudentius procured a part for his church at Brefcia (29). 
St. Paulinus poffefled a portion in St. Felix's church at No-la, 
and with a part enriched a church which he built at Fondi (30). 
The magnificent church of the apoftles ae Conftantinople was 
built by Conftantine the Great (31) whofe body was depofited 
in the porch in a cheft of gold, the twelve apoftles ffanding 
round his tomb (32). When this church was repaired by an 
order of Juftinian, the mafons found three wooden chefts or 
coffins, in which, as the infcriptions proved, the bodies of St. 
Luke, St. Andrew and St, Timothy were interred (33). Ba- 
ronius mentions that the head of St. Luke was brought by 
St. Gregory from Conftantinople to Rome, and laid in the 
church of his monaftery of St. Andrew (34). The ancient 
picture of St. Luke, together with all the inftruments ufed 

formerly in writing, is copied by Montfaucon from old ma- 

nufcript 

(22) St. Hippolytus in MS. Bodleianie Bibl. ap. Milles in Pref. in 
Luc. p- 120. (23) Mabil. Annal. T. 3. p. 414- (24) 

or. 3. (25) Paulin. ep. 12. p. (26) St. Gaud. Serin. 

17. (27^ De Vir Illuilr. c. 7. (28) St. Micron, ib. Pm- 

lofiorg. Idat. in Chron. Thcodor. Lector, p. 567. (29) Scrm. 

17. (30) St. Paulin. cp. 24, & 12. (31) Euf. Vit. ton- 

ftant. 1. 4. c. 58. {32) Socrates, Hift. Eccl. (33.) bcc ( 

Procop. de ardif. Juttiniani; alfo Mr. Ball, On the Antiquities 01 
Conaantinoplc, App. to Gyllius, p. 4S- (34) ^aron. ad a»- 

586. n. 25, 
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nufcript books of his gofpel (35J. Some of his relicks arc 
kept in the great Grecian monaftery on mount Athos in 
Greece .(3.6). 

Chrift, our divine Legiflator, came not only to be our Mo- 
del by his example, and our Redeemer by the facrifice of his 
adorable blood, but alfo to be our doctor and teacher by his 
heavenly doctrine. He who from the beginning of the world 
had infpired and opened the mouths of fo many prophets, 
vouchfafed to become himfelf our inftrucler, teaching us what 
we are to believe, and what we are to do, that through his re- 
demption we may efcape eternal torments and attain to ever- 
Lftwg life* With what earneftnefs and diligence, . with what 
avveful refpedt ought we to liflen to, and affiduoufly meditate 
upon his divine k-H'ons, which we read in his gofpels, or hear 
from the mouths of his minifters, who announce to us his 
woid, and in his name, or by his authority and commilfion I 
As by often iterating the fame action the nail is driven into 
the wood, and not a ftroke of the hammer is loft: or fuperflu- 
ous; fo it is b/ repeated meditation, that the divine word finks 
deep into our hearts. What fatigues and fufferings did it coft 
the ion of God to announce it to us ? How many prophets ? 
how many apoftles, evangelifts and holy minifters has he fent 
to preach the fame for the fake of our fouls ? How intolerable 
is our contempt of it ? our floth and careleflhefs in receiving- 
it ? ** 

1 

On the fame Day 

St. Julian Sabas, Hermit. St. Julian for his vvifdom and pru- 
dence war, furnamed Sabas, which lignifjes in Syriack the Grey or 
Old Man He flourimed in the fourth age, living firfl in a damp 
cave near Edefla, afterwaid on mount Siria in Arabia. Aurtere pe- 
nance, manual labour, and affiduous prayer and contemplation were 
the means by which he fan&ified his foul. He faw in fpirit the 
death of Julian the apoitate in Perfia, by which God delivered his 
church from the ilorm with which that perfecutor then threatened 
it (1). The Arians under Valens abufing the authority of this 
faint's name, he left his folitude, and coming to Antioch loudly 
confounded them, and wrought many miracles. When he had 
given an ample teilimony to- the true faith, he returned to his cell, 
where he 1 nit rutted a great number of difciples, who edified the 
church long after his death. . St. Chryfoaom calls him a wonder- 
ful 

(35) Palscographia Grxca, 1. i.p. 22, 2*0 (36) Jb. L 7. 



(OThcodoret. Hill, Eccl. 1. 3. c. 24. and Philoth. c. 2- 
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ful man, and describes the great honour with^which he was received 
living, and his name venerated after his death (2).— See Theodo- 
ret Hift. Relig. c. 2. Bulteau, Hift. Mon. d'Orient, T. 2. Fleury, 
1, 16, n. 28, &c. — This faint is named in the Roman martyrology 
pn the fourteenth of January, but by the Greeks both on this day 
and on the twenty-fourth of this month. 

St* Justin, M. in Parifis. Rictius Varus, prefect of the Belgick 
T Gaul, in the firft years of Maximian, was a cruel perfecutor of the 
faith, wbilft that emperour refided in Gaul, and for fome time iij 
ISeJgium itfelf. By this prefect's orders many received the crown of 
martyrdom at Triers. 'Alfo at Amiens St. Firminus, the bifhop; 
likewife SS. Victorious, Fufcianus and Gentianus: St. Quintin at 
Vermande : SiS. Crifpin and Crifpinian at SohTons : St. Piat, or Pia- 
ton at Tpurnay : and St. Juflin or St. Juftus at Louvres, a fmalj 
town in Paries, four leagues from Paris towards Senlis. He was 
going to Amiens, and beheaded becaufe he would not betray to 
the persecutors his father and brother, who travelled with him, an4 
*vho had concealed themfelves. His reJicks kept in the cathedra! 
$it Paris appear to have been the body of a youth — See his afts 
safcribed tq Bede, Tillem. T. 4. p. 75 1 . fleury, 1. j 8, n. 10. T. 2, 
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from his life written by F* John of St. Mary^ in 1619, oni 
again by F. Martin jf St. Jofepb. in 1 644 : alfo from the 
edifying account St. Tere/a has left us of hi?n in her own l\fe> 
c. 27. F. Waddings Annals of the Franc if can Order 9 qjid 
Hclyot* Hifi. des Ord. Relig. T. 7. />. 137. 

A. D. 1562. 

HRIST declares the fpirit and confront practice, of pc 
nance to be the foundation of a Chriftian or fpiritual H' 
This great and moft important maxim which in thefe latter 
ages is little underftood, even amongfl the generality of thole 
who call themfelves Chriftians, is fet forth by the example of 
t^tis faint to confoimd our floth and filence all our vain excute. 

(2) St. Chrys. horn. 21. in Ephcf. T. n. p. 162. ed. Ben. 
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St. Peter was born at Alcantara, a fmall town in the province 
of Eftramadura in Spain, in 1499. His father Alphonfo Ga- 
ravito, was a lawyer, and governour of that town 5 his mother 
was a lady of good extraction, and both were perfons eminent 
for their piety and perfonal merit in the world. Upon the firft 
dawn of reafon Peter difcovered the raoft happy difpofitions to 
virtue, and feemed a miracle of his age in fervour and un- 
wearied conftancy in the great duty of prayer from his child- 
hood and his very infancy. He had not finifhed his philofophy 
in his own country when his father died. Some time after' this 
lofs he was fent to Salamanca to ftudy the canon law. During 
she two years that he fpent in that univerfity, he divided his 
whole time between the church, the hofpital, the fchool, and 
his clofet. In 151 3 he was recalled to Alcantara, where he de- 
liberated with himfelf about the choice of a flate of life. On 
one lide the devil reprefented to him the fortune and career 
which were open to him in the world : on the other fide, li£- 
tening £0 the fuggeftions of divine grace, he confidered the 
dangers of fuch a courfe, and the happinefs and fpiritual ad-* 
vantages of holy retirement. Thefe funk deep into his heart, 
and he felt in his foul a firong call to a religious ftate of life^ 
in which he fhould have no other concern but that of fecuring 
his own falvation* Refolving therefore tc* embrace the holy 
Order of St. Francis, in the fixteenth year of his age he took 
the habit of that auftere rule in the folitary convent of Man- 
jarez, fouated in the mountains which run between Caftile and- 
Portugal. An ardent fpirit of penance determined his choice 
of this rigorous inflitute in imitation of the Baptift, and he' 
was fo much the more folicitous after his engagement to culti- 
vate and improve the fame with particular care, as he was fen- 
fible that the characleriftical virtues of each ffate ought to form- 
the peculiar fpjrit of their fanctity who ferve God in it- Du- 
ring his noviciate he laboured to fubdue his domeftick enemy 
by the greateft humiliations, moft rigorous fafts, incredible 
watchings and other feverities^ Such was his fervour that the 
moft painful aufterities had nothing frightful or difficult fop 
him : his difengagement from the world from the very moment 
he renounced it, was fo entire that he feemed in his heart to be 
not only dead or infenfible, but even crucified to it, and to 
find all that a pain which flatters the fenfes and the vanity of 
men in it : and the union of his foul with his Creator feemed 
to fuffer no interruption from any external employments. He 
had firft the care of the veftry (which employment was molt 
agreeable to his devotion) then of the gate, and afterward of 
the cellar, all which offices he difcharged with uncommon cx- 

a&nefs, and without prejudice to his rccoUccYion. That his 

eyes 
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eyes and other fenfes might be more eafily kept under the go- 
Vernment of reafon, and that thdy might not, by fuperfluous 
curiofity, break in upon the interiour recollection of his mind 
fuch was the reftraint he put upon them, that he had been a 
confiderable time a religious man without ever knowing that the 
church of his convent was vaulted. After having had the care 
of ferving the refectory for half a year, he was chid by the fu- 
periour for having never given the friars any of the fruit in his 
cuftody : to which the fefvant of God humbly anfwered, he 
had never feen any. The truth was, he had never lifted up 
his eyes to the cieling, where the fruit was hanging upon twigs, 
as is ufual in countries where grapes are dried and preferved. 
He lived four years in a convent without taking notice of a tree 
that grew near the door. He eat conftantly for three years in 
the fame refedrory, without feeing any other part of it than a 
part of the table where he fat, and the ground on which he 
trod. He told St. Terefa, that he once lived in a houfe three 
years without knowing any of his religious brethren but by 
their voices. From the time that he put on the religious habit 
to his death he never looked any woman in the face. Thefe 
were the marks of a true religious man, who ftudied perfectly 
to die to himfelf. His food was for many years only bread 
inoiftened in water, or unfavoury herbs, of which, when he 
jived an hermit, he boiled a confiderable quantity together, that 
he might fpend the lefs time in ferving his body, and eat them 
cold, taking a little at once for his refection, which for a con- 
fiderable time he made only once in three days.. Befides thefe 
unfavoury herbs he fometimes allowed himfelf a porridge made 
with fait and vinegar ; but this only on great feafts. For fome 
time his ordinary mefs was a foup made of beans ; his drink was 
a fmall quantity of water. He feemed, by long habits of mor- 
tification, to have almofl: loft the fenfe of tafte in what he cat; 
for when a little vinegar and fait was thrown into a porringer of 
warm water, he took it for his ufual foup of beans. He had no 
other bed than a rough fkin laid on the floor, on which he 
knelt great part of the night, leaning fometimes on his heels 
for a little reft; but he flept fitting, leaning his head againft a 
wall. His watch ings were the moft difficult and the moft in- 
credible of all the aufterities which he praAifed; to which he 
inured himfelf gradually, that they might not be prejudicial to 
his health ; and which, being of a robuft conflitution of body, 
he found himfelf able to bear. He was aflailcd by violent 
temptations, and cruel fpiritual enemies ; but by the fuccourol 
divine grace, and the arms of humility and prayer, was always 

victorious. 

■ t 
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A few months" after his profeflion Peter was fent from Man- 
iarez to a remote retired convent near Belvifo ; where he built 
him/elf a cell with mud and the branches of trees, at fome dis- 
tance from the reft, in which he pradtifed extraordinary mor- 
tifications without' being feen. About three years after, he 
was fent by his provincial to Badajos, the metropolis of Eftra- 
macfuraj to De fuperiour of a fmall friary lately eftablifhed 
there, though he was at that time but twenty years old. The 
three years of his guard ianfhip or wardenfhip appeared to him 
a grievous flavery. When they were elapfed, he received his 
provincial's command to prepare himfelf for holy Orders. 
Though he earneftly begged for a longer delay, he was obliged 
to acquiefce, and was promoted to the priefthood in 1524, 
and Toon after employed in preaching. The enfuing year he 
was made guardian of Placentia. In all ftations of fuperiority 
he confidered himfelf as a fervantto his whole community, and 

looked upon his poft only as a ftricTr. obligation of encouraging 
the reft in the practice of penance by his own example. Our 
faint, who had never known the yoke of the world, or vicious 
habits, entered upon his penitential courfe in a ftate of inno- 
cence and purity which feemed never to have been ftained with 
the guilt of mortal fin. But by the maxims of the gofpel* 
and the fpirit of God which directs all the faints, a deep fenfe 
was imprefled upon his foul of the obligation which every 
ChrifHan lies under of making his whole life a martyrdom of 
penance, to fatisfy the divine juftice both for paft and daily infi- 
delities, to prevent the rebellion of the fenfes and paffions, and to 
overcome the oppofition which the flefti and felf-wiil raife 
againft the fpirit, unlefs they are entirely fubdued, and made 
obedient to it. Neither can God perfectly reign in an heart fo 

, long as the leaft fpark of inordinate defires is habitually cheriflied 

" in it. Every one therefore owes to God a facrifice of exteriour 
mortification and interiour fclf-denial of his will, with a con- 
stant fpirit of compunction, and a rigorous impartial felf-exami- 
nation or infpection into the dark receffes of his heart, in or- 
der to difcover and extirpate the roots of all rifing vicious in- 
clinations. St. Peter, by his own example, infpired his reli- 
gious brethren with fervour in all the branches of holy penance : 
whilft by purifying the affections of his heart he prepared his 
. foul for the molt fublime graces of divine love and heavenly con- 

. templation. When the term of his fecond guardianfhip was 
expired, he was employed fix years, in preaching. Penetrated 

\ with the moil profound fentiments of humility, compunc- 
j tion, and fovereign contempt of all earthly things, and burning 

, f with the nioft ardent charity, he appeared in the pulpits like a 

( itcraph f cnt by God to rouze tinners, to a true fpirit of penance, 

and 
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knd to kindle in their moft frozen breafts the fire of divine 
love- Hence incredible was the fruit which his fermons pro. 
tfuced. Befides his natural talents, and flock of learning, fa 
was enriched by God with an experimental and infufed fublime 
knowledge, and fenfe of fpiritual things, and of the facred 
paths of virtue, which is never acquired by ftudy, but is the fruit 
only of divine grace, an eminent fpirit of prayer, rooted ha- 
bits and the heroick practice of all virtues. The faint's very 
countenance or prefence alone feemed a powerful fermon, and 
it was faid, that he had but to Ihew himfelf to work converfions, 
and excite his audience to fighs and tears. 

The love of retirement being always St. Peter's predomi- 
nant inclination, he made it his earn eft petition to his f u per iours 
that he might be placed in fbme remote folitary convent, where 
he might give himfelf up to the fweet commerce of divine con- 
temptation. . In compliance with his requeft he was fent to the 
convent of St. Onuphrius, at Lapa, near Soriana, fituatedin'a 
frightful folitude : biit at the fame time he was commanded to 
take upon him the charge of guardian or warden of that houfc. 
In that retirement he compofed his golden book Ok Mental 
Prayer, at the requeft of a pious gentleman^ who had often 
heard him fpeak on that fubjeft; This excellent little treadle 
was juftly efteemed a finifhed rriafterpieGe on . this important 
fubjeft by St. Terefa, Lewis- of Granada, St. Francis of Sales, 
pope Gregory XVj queen Chriftina of Sweden j and others. In 
it the great advantages and neceflity of mental prayer are briefly 
fet forth 5 all its parts and its method are explained, and ex- 
emplified in affections of divine love, praife, and thankfgiv- 
ing, and efpecially of fupplication or petition. Short medita- 
tions on the laft things, and on the pafiibn of Ghrift, are added 
as models^ Upon the plan of this book Lewis of Granada and 
many others have endeavoured to render the ufe of mental 
prayer eafy and familiar among Chriftians, in an age which 
owes all its fpiritual evils to a fupine neglect of this neccfliuj 
means of ihteriour true virtue. Our faint has left us another 
ihort treatife On the Peace of the Soul* or on an interiour life 

lefs excellent than the former (a), St. Peter was himfelf an ex- 
cellent 



no 



(a) He lays down this funda- 
mental rule, that as the perfec- 
tion of virtue confifts in the pu- 
rity and fervour of our love of 
Clod, our aim and all our en- 
deavours mull be levelled at tjiis 
mark. The firfl: and chief con- 
dition is, that by crucifying- all 



inordinate defircs, and fubduing 
our paffions, we calm and regu- 
late our interiour, ground our 
hearts in holy peace, plant in 
them the deepcll fentimcntso! 
humility, mecknefs, charity, an* 
every virtue; and be fohcitow 

and careful that all our cxerc»f<j 
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: " celient proficient in the fchool of divine love, and in the exercife 3 
% of heavenly contemplation. His prayer and his union with 
; '■'{ God was habitual. He /aid mafs with a devotion that aiio- 
1 jii£hcd others, and often with torrents of tears, or with raptures. 
He was feen to remain in prayer a whole hour, with his arms 

Vol. IV. ■ A a ftretched 

and adtions be animated by the " fires before God, begging that 

interiour fpirit, and have the *' only his will be done, and 

root and principle of thefe vir- 6{ that it alone may reign in you, ' 
tues in the heart; for au fieri ties without any alloy of your own. 
are not only loft, but even be- will. Whatever withdraws 

come pernicious, unlefs ^ they " you from humility, let the 

fpring from, and are grounded tc pretence be never io fpecious, 

in the interiour fentiment or fpi- " is a falfe prophet, and a ra- 

rir. Next to our care to extir- e: venous wolf, which, under 

pate the feeds of vicious and " the cover of a ftiecp's fldn p 

earthly affections, we muft ftudy i( comes to devour what you 

to perform all our duties with af- " have gathered with much time 

; fection and .fvveetnefs, loving the *' and induitry." Next to the 

duties themfelves, and doing no- care of humility, he recommends 

thing by conllraint or violence ; perfect fclf-denial ; and gives 

a circumftance capitally contrary the third place to conftant recol- 

to interiour peace. It is necef- lection ; adding this caution, 

jary that we fhun all difturbance that we muit not fufter a zeai 

of mind, and irregular paflion, for the fouls of others to hurt 

keej? our fouls in a conftant flate: our civvn, by being made a pre- 

of ferenity and peace, and al- text for neglecting any cf thefe 

, ways have God before our eyes, fWaclices. For the comfort of 

' without much, regard to pleafe thole who labour under interiour 

■ any other but him alone. If any trials and fcrnples. the mint ob- 

diiluibance begins to arifc in us, ferves, that God frequently per- 

• wc muft inftantly fly to God, mits fuch for the advancement of 
, turning our hearts to him in holy ' a foul in humility and purity of 

prayer, as Jefus in tl;e garden heart. The tranquillity which 

returned thrice to proilrate hint- St. Peter fo ilrongly recommends 

frlf before his heavenly Father, as the preparation fntr g a foul 

. A city is not built in a day ; to be made rhe abode of the 

and this isnolcfs ah undertaking Holy Ghoft, is not a flate of in- 

tfrcin to build a houfe for God, aclion ; for though the foul be 

• and a temple for his Holy Spirit, neither darkened with the clouds, 
,; .though he himfelf be the princi- nor milled with the dorms of in - 
) pal architect. The comer. Hone ordinate pafiions, fears, or de- 
!.? n ? foundation of this iires, ihe is all action, and all 

huilding is humility. < c Dcfire, frc, being penetrated with the 

" therefore," fays the faint, " to decpe't Icntinicuta, and employed 

" be contemned and vilified by in rhe molt ardent nils of fvveen 

, ^ the whole world, and never Jove, hope, compunction, holy 

« t to follow your own will and fear, and all other virtue*, 

> JiiclinatiQnii i lay all your da- 
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ftretched out, and bis eyes lifted up without moving. His ee* 
ftafies in prayer were frequent, and fometimes of long continu* 
ance. So great was his devotion to the myftery of the incarna- 
tion, and the holy facrament of the altar y that the very men- 
tion or thought of them frequently fufficed to throw him in 
a rapture. The exeefs of heavenly fweetnefs-, and the great 
revelations* which he received in the frequent extraordinary 
unions of his foul with God, are not to be expreffed* In the 
jubilation of his foul through the impetubfity of the divine love 
he fometimes was not able to contain himfelf from fmging the 
divine praifes aloud in a wonderful manner. To do this more 
freely y he fometimes went into the woods, where the peafanrs 
who heard' him fing, took him for one who wasbefide himfelf. 
The reputation of St. Peter having reached the ears of John III. 
king of Portugal,- that prince was defirous to confult him upon 
certain difficulties of conference, and St. Peter received an orde? 
from his provincial to repair to Him at Lifbon. He did not 
make ufe of the carriages which the king had ordered to be ready 
for him, but made the journey barefoot, without fandals, ac- 
cording to his cuftom'. &ing John was {&■ well fatisfied with- 
his anfwers and advice,, and fo much edified by his faintly com- 
portment, that he engaged him to return again foon after, fo 
thefe two vifits the faint converted feveral great lords of the 
icourt ; the infanta Maria, the king's fitter, trampling under 
her feet the pomp of the world, made privately the three vows- 
of religious perfons, but with this condition, that fhe fhould 
continue to live at court, and wear a fecular drefs, her prefenc* 
being neceflary for the direction of certain affairs. This prin- 
cefs founded a rigorous nunnery of barefooted poor Glares at 
Lifbon, for ladies of quality, and both fhe and the king were 
extremely defirous to detain the faint at court. But though' 
they had fitted up apartments like a cell,* with art- oratory for 
him, and allowed him liberty to give himfelf up wholly to 
divine contemplation, according to his defire, yet he found 1 
the conveniences too great, and the palace not agreeable to his 
purpofes. A great divifion having happened among thetownf- 
men of Alcantara, he took this opportunity to leave the court,: 
in order to reconcile thofe that were at variance. His prefence 
and pathctick difcourfes eafily reftored peace among the inhabi- 
tants of Alcantara. This affair was fcarce fin iflicd, when in 
*53&* ne was choferi provincial of the province of St. Gabriel, 
or of fcftramadura, which, though it was of the conventuals, 
had adopted fome time before certain conftitutions of a reform; 
The age required for this office being forty years, the faint 
warmly urged, that he was only thirty-nine ; but all were per- 

fuaded that hi§ prudence and virtvie were an overbalance* Whiw 

* lie 
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„ difcbarged.this office, he drew up feveral fevere rules of re r 
formation, which he prevailed on the whole province to accept 
in a chapter which he held at Placentia for this purpofe ia 
154°' Upon the expiration of the term of his provincialfhip 
in 1541, he returned to Lifbon, ..to join F. Martin of St. 
JMary, who, was laying the foundation of a moft duftere re- 
formation of this Order reduced to an eremitical life, .and was 
jmilding the firft. hermitage, upon a clufter of barreri moun- 
tains called Arabida,.. upon the mouth of the Xagus, on the 
jpppofite bank to Lifbon. 'The duke of Aveiro not only gave 
the ground, but alfo affiled them in railing cells. . St. Peter 
animated the fervour, of thefe religious brethren, and fuggefted 
many regulations which were ( adopted.,. The hermits of Ara- 
bida wore nothing pri their feet, lay oh. bundles of vine-twigs^ 
or on the bare ground, never touched flefh or wine, and eat 
no fifh except on feftivals. Peter undertook to awake the reft 
at midnight, when they faid Mattins together : .after which 
- they continued in prayer till break of day. Then they recited 
Prime, which was followed by one mafs only, according to 
the original regulation of St. Francis. After tfiis, retiring to 
their cells, they. remained there till Tierce, which they, recited 
together, with the reft of the canonical hours. The time be- 
tween Vefpers and . Compline was allotted for manual labour. 
"Their cells were exceeding mean and fmall : St. Peter's was fo 
-little, that he could neither fraud up nor lie down in it with- 
out bending the body;. F. John Cal us, general of the. Order,, 
;coming into Portugal,, defired to fee St. Peter, and made a vifit 
'to this hermitage. Being much. edified with what he faw, he 
, gave. F. Martin leave to receive novices, t>eftowed on this re- 
form the convents of Palhaes and Saritarena,. and erected it into* 
a Cuftody • his companion leaving him to embrace this, re-r 
'formation. The convent of Palhaes being appointed for the. 
. noviciate, S£. Peter was nominated guardian, and charged with' 
, the direction of the novices... 

I , Our faint had governed the noviqiate only two. years, when 
m 1544* w was recalled by his own fuperiours into Spaing 
.and received by his brethren in the province of, Eftramadura 
jwith the greateft Joy that can Be exprefTcd. Heavenly contem- 
plation being' always his favourite , inclination, though by obe- 
dience, he often erffployetl himfclf in the fervicc of feveral 
; churches, and in the direction of devout perrons, 1 he procured 
1 his fupcriqur's leave to rcfidc in, the molt folitary c9nvents. J! 
\ chiefly at St. OnuphriUs's, near Soriano. After four years fpent 
jjn this manner, he was allowed,, at the rccjuclt of prince Lewis, 
i . k^g' 3 moft pious brother, and of the duke of Aveiro, to 
jttturnt© Portugal. During three years that he ftaid in that 

A a '), kmt'dom 
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kingdom, he raifed his congregation of Arabida to the mod 
flouViftiing condition, and in 1550 founded a new convent near 
Lifbon. This cuftody was eredted into a province of the Or- 
der in 1560. His reputation for fanclity drew fo many eves on 
him, and gave fo much interruption to his retirement, that he 
haftened back to Spain, hoping there to hide himfelf in fome 
foHtude. Upon his anival at Placencia in 155 1, his brethren 
earneftly defired to choofe him provincial ; but the faint turned 
himfelf into every fhape to obtain the liberty of living feme 
time to himfelf, and at length prevailed. In 1553 he was ap- 
pointed Cuftos by a general chapter held at Salamanca. Irj 
1554 he formed a defign of efrablifhing a reformed congrega- 
tion of friars upon a flrifter plan than before ; for which lie 
procured himfelf to be empowered by a brief obtained of pope 
Julius III. His project was approved by the provincial of Eflra- 
rnadura, and by the bifhop of Coria, in whofe diocefs the tint 
with one fervent companion, ma'de an efTay of this manner oj 
living in a fmall hermitage. A fhort time after he went to 
Rome, and obtained a fecond brief, by which he was autho- 
rized to build a convent according to this plan. At his return a 
friend founded a convent for him, fuch a one as he defired, 
near Pedrofo, in the diocefs of Palentia, in 1555, which is 
the date of this reformed inftitute of Francifcans called ft 
Barefooted, or of the ft rifle ft obfervance of St. Peter of Alcan- 
tara. This convent was but thirty-two feet long, and twenty- 
eight wide - y the cell's were exceeding fmall, and one half of 
each v/as filled with a bed', confining of three boards : the faint's 
cell was the fmall eft, and moil: inconvenient. The church was 
comprifed in the dimenfions given above, and of a piece with 
the reft. It was impofliblc for perfons to forget their engage- 
ment in a penitential life whilft their habitations fcemed rather 
«o refemble graves than chambers. The count of Oropew 
founded upon his eftates two other convents for the faint : and 
'certain other houfes received his reformation, and" others were 
built by him. In 1561 he formed them into a province,- and 
drew up certain ftatutes, in which he orders that each cell 
Should only be feven feet long, the infirmary thirteen, and the 
church twenty- four 5 the whole circumference of a convent 
forty or fii'ty feet : that the number of friars in a convent ftoull 
never exceed eight : that they fhotild always go barefoot, with- 
out focks or fhndals; fliould lie on the boards, or mats laid on 
the floor 5 or if the place was low and damp, on beds raifed one 

• foot from the ground : that none, except in ficlcncfs, A 1011 '" 
ever 'eat any flcfh, fifh, or egg?, or drink wine: that they 

* fhould employ three hours every day in mental prayer, aw 

fliould never receive any retribution for faying inafs. Htf.P: 

J J 0 jicial 
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ra ] appointed St. Peter commifiary of his Order in Spain in 
^T£r6 and he was confirmed in that office by pope Paul IV. in 
•' IKW' ^ n I 5^ 1 ' w hilft he was cornmiiTary, he was choferx 
' provincial of his reformed Order, and going to Rome, begged 
, a confirmation of this inftitute. Pius IV. who then fat in St. 
' Peter's chair, by a bull dated in February, 1562, exempted this 
congregation from all jurifdi&ion of the Conventual Francif- 
cansVunder whom St. Peter had lived) and fubjecled it to the 
niinifter-general of the Obfervantins, with this claufe, that it 
is to be maintained in the perpetual oblervance of the rules and 
tfatutes prefcribed by St. Peter. It is' propagated into feveral 
, provinces in Spain 3 and is fpread into Italy, each province in 
this reform confiding of about ten religious houfes. 

When the emperour Charles V. after refigning his domi- 
nions, retired fo.the monaftery of St. Juflus, in Eftramadura, 
Uif the Order of Hieronyrnites, in 1555, he made choice of St. 

Peter for his confeflbr to aflift him in his preparation for death ; 
.'but the faint forefeeing that fuch a ikuation would be incom- 
patible with the exercUes of affiduous contemplation and pe- 
'. nance to which he had devoted bimfelf, declined that pod with 
f'-fo much earneftnefs, that the emperour was at length obliged 
i. to admit his excufes. The faint, whilft in quality of commif- 
■■i'fary, he made the vifitation of feveral monahreries of his Or- 
der, arrived at Avila in 1559* St. Terefa laboured at that 
;,time under the moft fevere perfecutions from her friends and 
i.\ her very con feftors, and under interiour trials from fcruples and 
anxiety, fearing at certain intervals, as many told her, that fhe 
^•niight be deluded by an evil fpirit. A certain pious widow 
|;lady, named Guiomera d'Ulloa, an intimate friend of St- Te- 

ifjrefa, and privy to her troubles and afflictions, got leave of the 
^provincial of the Carmelites that Hie might pais eight days in 
|jherhoufe, and contrived that this great fervant of God fhould 
there treat with her at leifure. St. Peter, from his own expe- 
e./iience and knowledge in heavenly communications and raptures, 
jhcafily tinderftood her, cleared all her perplexities, gave her the 
f; ft rongeft aflli ranees that her vifiuus and prayer were from God, 
j!j loudly confuted her calumniators, and fpoke to her confeflbr in 
|ber favour (1). He afterward exceedingly encouraged her In 
Icfbbliflnng her reformation of the: (Carmelite Order, and efpe- 
Ijcially in founding it in the i^ricSlcft poverty (?.). Out of his 
g gi eat afFecTlion and companion for her under her fufferings, he 
I told her in confidence many things concerning the rigorous 

lie of penance in which he had lived for fovea- and -forty 

A a 3 years. 
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(0 Her own life, c. 30. (2} lb. c; 35, Foundat. c. 5. 
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years, ci He told me," fays fhe, « c that, to the beft of my re- 
46 membrance, he had flept but one hour and a half in twenty. 
44 four hours for forty years together; and that in the begin- 
44 ning jt was the greateft and rnoft troublefome mortification 
44 of all to overcome himfelf in point of fleep, and that in or- 
4C der for this he was obliged to be always either kneeling or 
44 Sanding on his feet : : only when lie ilept he fat, with his 
4C head leaning afjde upon a little piece of wood fattened for that 
4C purpofe in the wall. As to the extending his body at length 
44 in his cell, it was impoflible for him, his cell not being above 
<€ four feet and a half in length. ' In all thefe years he never put 
&i on his capouch or hood, how hot foever the fun, or how 
4C violent foever the rain might be : nor did he ever wear any 
€c thing upon his feet, nor any other garment than his habit of 
44 thick coarfe fackcloth (without any other thing next his (kin) 
4< and this fhort and fcanty, and as {trait as poUible, with a 
tc fliort mantle or cloak of the fame over it. He told me, that 
e4 when the weather was extreme cold, he was wont to put off 
44 his mantle, and to leave the door and the little window of 
44 his cell open ; that when he put his mantle on again, and 
44 (hut his door, his body might be fomewhat refrefhed with 
cc this additional warmth. . . . It was ufualwith him to eat but 
4C once in three days; and he afked me why I wondered at it ? 
44 For it was very poflible to one' who had accuftomed himfelf 
46 to it. One of his companions tojd me, that fometimeshe 
4< eat nothing at all for eight days ; but that perhaps rhrght be 
44 when he was in prayer: for he ufed to have great raptures, 
44 and vehement tranfports of divine love, of which I v/as once 
44 an eye-witnefs. His poverty was extreme, andfoalfowas 
** his mortification even from his youth- • He told me'he had 
44 lived three years in a houfe of his Order without knowing 
* c any of the friars but by their fpeech ; for he never lifted up 
44 his eyes : fo that he did not know which way to go to many 
44 places which he often frequented, if he ^ id not follow the 
* 4 other friars. This likewifc happened to him* in the' roads, . . 
44 When I came to know him he v/as very old, and his body 
« 4 fo extenuated and weak, that it feemed not to be compofed 
64 but as it were of the roots or" trees, and was fo parched up, 
44 that his fkin rcfembled more the dried bark of a tree than 
€C flcfli. fje was very affable; but ipokc little, unlets foinc 
4t queftions were afked hirn j and he anfwered in few words, 
<c but in thefe lie was agreeable; for he had an excellent »n- 
14 dciitanding.'' St. Terefa ohferves, that though a pcrfen 
cannot perform fuch fovcre penance as this fcrvant of God <p» 
yet there are many other ways whereby we may tread tno 

world under our feet i and our Lord will teach us thefe MP 

when 
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when he finds a mind that is fit (b). To deny the obligation 
and neceffity of fome degree of exteriour penance and mortifi- 
cation (which fome now-a-days feem alrnoft to cafliier hi prac- 
tice) would be an errour in faith. The extraordinary feverities 
which the Baptrft and fo many other faints exercifed upon them* 
felves, ought to be to us finners a fubjecl: of humiliation and 
felf-reproach. We ought not to lofe courage, if we do not, or 
cannot watch and fa-ft as they did ; but then we ought at leaft to 
be the more diligent in bearing labours, pains, humiliations, 
and ficknefs with patience, and in the practice of interiour 
felf-denials, humility, and meeknefs. 

St. Peter was making the vifitation of his convents, and con- 
Arming his religious in that perfect fpirit of penance with which 
he had infpired them, when he fell fick in the convent of Vi- 
dofa. The count of Oropeza, upon whofe eftate that houfe 
was fituated, caufed him againft his will to be removed to his 
own houfe, and to take medicines, and good nourifliing food : 
but thefe, inftead of relieving, aggravated his diftemper : his 
pain in his ftomach grew more violent, his fever redoubled, 
and an' ulcer was formed in one of his legs. The holy man 
perceiving that his laft hour approached, would be carried to 

A a 4 the 



(b) Hippocrates, for reafons of 
health, allows no conltitution at 
any time above feven, or at mo-ft 
eight hours for fleep. Many can 
accuftom themfelves to be fatif- 
fied with fix, or even five, fome 
with three or four hours fleep, 
without prejudice. Very great 
abftemioufnefs makes very Tittle 
fleep required. Devout fervants 
of God regret the Jofs of any 
moments or this fliort life, which 
they can employ in the divine 
praifes, or in tears of compunc- 
tion, which facrifice by watch- 
ingsin the filence of the night 
becomes more acceptable to God. 
Watchings moreover arc a part 
of penance, and fubdue the body 
more than fafto. But the extra- 
ordinary watchings and fafts of 
fome faints, who were conducted 
by an uncommon impulfe of the 
Holy Ghoft, can only be pro- 
posed as patterns for imitation at 



a very great diftance ; and dif- 
cretion is a neceiTary condition 
in mortification. However, the 
difficulties or impo/fibility which 
many apprehend in embracing a 
penitential courfe according to 
their circumftances, are generally 
imaginary only, and arife from 
ihadows and groundlefs fears, 
which floth and fenfualiiy create. 
Such a courfe undertaken hearti- 
ly and with refolution and fer- 
vour, will not be found hard ; 
but every thing wears a frightful 
face to thofe who have not cou- 
rage to fet their hands to worlc^ 
as a coward Harts at fhadows. 
Mortification in little things, if 
conftant, and accompanied with 
a fpirit of pcrfedl fclf-denial, 
fincere humility, and a defire of 
concealing itfclf from the eyes 
of others, may be of great effi- 
cacy, without the danger of be- 
ing obferved by others. 



as 
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the convent of Arenas," that he might die in the arms of his 
brethren. He was no fooner arrived there but he received the 
holy facraments. In his la ft moments he exhorted his brethren 
to perfeverance, and to the conftant love of holy poverty; 
Seeing he was come to the end of his courfe 3 he repeated thole 
words of the Pfalmift : 1 have reyiced in^ thofe things which hove 
hem fold to me. We JJmll go into the houfe of the Lord. Having 
faid tfiefe words, he rofe upon his knees, and {looping in that 
pofture, calmly expired on the eighteenth of Gclober", in the 
year 1562, of his age fixty- three. St. Terefa, after mention- 
ing his happy death, fays : tc Since his departure our Lord h 

been pleafcd to let me enjoy more of him than I did whe; 
? c he was alive : he has given me advice and counfel in many 
cc things, and I have frequently feen him in very great glory. 
* c The fir ft time that he appeared to me he faid : O happy pe- 
* c nance 1 which hath obtained me fo great a reward! with many 
ct other things. A year before he died he appeared to me, 
* c when we were at a diftance from one another, and I under' 
cc flood that he was to die, and I advertifed him of it. When 
* c he gave up the ghoil he appeared to me, and told me that 
cc he was going to reft. . . . Behold here the fevere penance o| 
cc his life ending in fo much glory, that methinks he comforts 
< c mc now much more than when lie was here. Our Lore 
4C told me once, that men ihould afk nothing in his 'name, 
cc wherein he would not hear them. I have recommended 
cc many things to him, that he might beg them of our Lord, 
<c and I have always found them granted (3)." St. Peter was 
beatified by Gregory XV. in 1622, and canonized by Cle- 
ment IX. in 1669. t 

We admire in the faints the riches and happinefe of whiq 
they were peffefled in the ineftimable treafure of the divine love. 
They attained to, and continually improved this grace in their 
fouls by the exercifc of heavenly contemplation, and a perfect 
fpirit of prayer ; and laid the foundation' of this fpi ritual tower 
by a finccre fpirit of humility and penance. It cofts nothing 
for a man to fay that he dc fires to love God ; but he lyes to his 
•own foul, unlcis he ftrives to die to himfejf. The fenfes mult 
Ire roll rained., and taught to obey, and the heart purged from 
ftnfual and inordinate attachments, before it can bo moulded 
anew, rendered fpiritual, and inflamed with the chaftc afrec* 
tions of pure and perfccl love. This is the great work of di- 
vine grace in weak impure creatures: but the conditions are, 
that perfect humility and penance prepare the way, and be the 
conftant attendants of this love. How imperfect is it in our 

(3) Her own life, c. 27. 
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fouls if it is there at all ! and how much is it debafed by a mix- 
ture of fenfual affeclions, and the pbifonous ftench of felf-Iove 
iiot fufficiently vanquifhed and extinguifhed, becaufe we negleft 
thefe means of grace ! A fenfual man cannot conceive thofe 
things which belong to God, 



On the fame DAY 

SS. Ptolemy, Lucius, and a third companion, MM. Ptolemy, 
a zealous Chriftian at Rome, had converted a married woman to the 
faith whofe brutifli hufband treated her on that account in the moffc 
barbarous manner, and never ceafcd to bafpheme God, the creator 
of all things. She making ufe of the liberty which both the Ro- 
man law and the gofpel (i) gave her in that cafe, proceeded to a 
legal reparation. The hufband, in revenge, accufed Ptolemy of 
being a Chriftian. The martyr lay a long time in a ftinking dun- 
geon, and being at length brought to his trial before Urbicius, pre- 
fect of Rome, boldly confefled his faith in Chrilt, and without 
more ado was' condemned by the judge to lofe his head. Lucius, 
a Chriftian, who was prefent, faid to the prefect : 4< Where is the 
<« jnltice to punifh a perfon who has not been convicted of any crime?" 
Urbicius faid : *• I prefume you are alfo a Chriftian." 41 I have that 
" harjpinefs," replied Lucius* Urbicius, whole heart was hardened 
in iojuftice, pailed fentence alio on him. A third who declared 
himfelf to have the fame faith, and whofe name is not known, was 
beheaded with them. They received their crowns in 166, in the 
reign of Marcus Aurelius. The faints looked on the goods and evils 
of this wo. Id with indifference, and went with joy to martyrdom, 
becaufe they regarded this life only as a preparation for a better, 
and confidered that they were immenle gainers by death, which puts 
us in fecure poffeifion of eternal happinefs.— See Sc. Juftin Apol. 
vol. i.ed. Ben. Euf Hilt. 1. 4. c. 17. 

Sc. Fridkswide, V . Patronefs of Oxford- She was daughter of 
Didan, prince of Oxford and the neigbouring territory, and learned 
from her cradle that moll important Chriitian maxim, that " what- 
*' focver is not God, is nothing." From her infancy (he ex- 
cited all her powers and ftrcngth, and made it her whole fludyto 
pi cafe him alone. Her education was entrufled to the care of a vir- 
tuous governed, named Augina, and in the early period of her life 
liei inclinations lccl her flrongly to a religious Hate. Riches, birth, 
beamy, and whatever appeared flattering and dazzling in the eyes ox 
.the world, made no weight in the fcales with her, unlcfc it was to 
make her dread more the dangers and fnares into which they often 
betray fouls. Jn the duties of an aflivc life flic feared, in the difli- 

■ I % ■ « ■ ■ m 

pation 

. (1) t Cor. vii. S. Aug. 1. de fide, & Oper. c. 16. cap. Si JnfMh. 
,*;auia 28. qu. 2 . & cap. *ljhtanto. Extra. De Diwortiis. Nat, Alcxan** 

f r fhtol. Dogm.T. 2. 1. 2. reg. 4,5. p. 153. 
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pation and hurry of external duties, fhe fhould not have ftrength fo 
well to Hand her ground, but her heart would fuffer fome divifion. 
Every virtuous and juft inter eft may and ought ultimately to termi- 
nate Ln God : thus are worldly duties to be made the objefts ofpu re 
virtue, directed by the divine love. But to Jive in the world in fach. 
manner that her affeclions mould contract nothing of its duft,feemed 
to Fridefwide a difficult talk : and the contemplative life of Mary 
pre fenced .charms with which her pure foul was infinitely de- 
lighted. £\ie therefore defired earneftly to devote her virginity to 
God in t a monaftick ftate. fter mother was then dead, and her molt 
religious father xejoiced in the choice which his daughter had made 
of the .better part; and about, the year 750 he founded at Oxford a 
nunnery, in Jaoaour of St. Mary and all the faints, the dire&ion of 
which was committed to her care .(*). Sincere love or charity con- 
Ms not in words, but in deeds. The holy virgin therefore con- 
fidered, that to profefs' in words that fhe belonged wholly to God, 
would be a bafe di Simulation, and criminal hypocrify, unlefs by 
moft ftrenubus endeavours ihe made good her folemn proipife to 
God, and Itudied to be .entirely his in her whole heart, and in all 
her actions. The devil envying her happy progrefs, aflailed her 
virtue with implacable rage; .but his £ury rendered her viftories 
more glorious'; Algar, a Mercian prince, fmitten with her beauty 
and virtues, and not' being able to overcome her refolution of cha- 
tty, gave fo far a loofe to the reins of his criminal paffion, as to lay 
a fnare to carry her off.' ' The holy virgin efcaped his purfuits by 
concealing herfelf a long time in a hogfty. The prince is faid to 
have been rairaculoufly ftruck with blindnefs Juft as he entered tbe 
city, and to have recovered his "fight by his repentance and the 
prayer of the faint. After this accident, the holy virgin, to ihun 
the danger of applaufe and live more perfectly to God in dofer re- 
tirement, built herfelf a little .oratory at Thornbury, near tjie town, 

•• " . vvherp 



(a) The nunnery of St. Fri- 
defwide being difperfjd in the 
Danifh wars, this became a houfe 
of fecular priefts, till in 1 1 n 
Roger bifhop of Salifbury found- 
ed in this church of St. Fridef- 
wide a monaftery of Regular 
Canons of St. Auftin. Cardinal 
Wolfey, in 1525, began in it 
the foundation of a noble col- 
lege ; but all his lands and re- 
venues being feized by king Hen- 
ry VIII. in 15219, that prince re- 
eftablifhcd this collegiate church 
in 1532, for a dean and twelve 
canons, but difTolved it in i ^45. 
This king creeled a new bifhop- 
rick for Oxfordfhire, which he 

fettled firft at Ofncy, then a 



priory of Auftin canons : but in 
1 5 46, he removed it to Oxford, 
making this church of St. Fridef, 
wide (which from that time is 
called Chrift-Church)' the cathe- 
dral, and ' refouniiing the col- 
lege both of canons and rtudents, 
This royal and ample foundation 
confifts of a dean, eight canons, 
and one hundred ftudents, bcftdci 
chaplains, chorirters, &c. Sec 
Chamberlain's Prefcnt State ot 
England, Tanner's NodtiaB; 
imjlica ; Hi ft or ia FunJationu I n» 
ratus S. Tridefwd* Oxon.f 
Will. Wyrley, MS. alfo Rwfa 
Cbartas Originates, &c. in wp\ 
rario JEdU Cbrifti Oxots, 
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where by the fervour and affiduity of her penance and heavenly- 
contemplation Jhe made daily advances towards God and his king- 
dom. The more Ihe tailed of the fweetnefs of his holy love, the 
more ihe defpifed the ftraws and dung of earthly vanities, and the 
more earneftly ftie iighed after the light of the children of God. 
The fountain which the faint made ufe of in this place was faid to 
have been obtained by her prayers - . ■ St. Frideftvide died before 
the end of the eighth century, was honoured by many miracles > 
and the church in which Ihe was buried' became famous for the 
treafure of her relicks, and took her name: Wood and others men- 
tion, that Martin Bucer^s Dutch wife, 'whom he brought over in 
the reign of Edward VI. Was buried, in the reign of 'queen Elifa- 
beth, in the fp'ot where the relicks of Sc. Fridefwide had been feat- 
tered, with this infeription : Hie jacent religto et fupetftitio ; the ob- 
vious meaning of which would lead us to think thefe men endea- 
voured to extinguish and bury all Religion. St. Fridefwide was ho- 
noured as patronefs of the city and univerfiry of Oxford : alfo of 
Bommy, near Terouenne in Artois, and fome other religious houfes 
abroad.— See William of Malmefbury, Brompton, the Monaft. 

Anglic. Vol. I. p. 173, 93l. Ant. Wood, Hiji. et Antiquitaies Acad* 

Oxon. I. 2. p. 246. Leland's Itinerary, publifhed by Hearne, vol. 4. 
App. p. 156. Mabill; fep.3. Ben. part. 2. p. 561, Bulteau, c. 6. 

and Britannia Sarifta. ' ' : 
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SSo Faith, V. and Caprais, MM 



See' t their A Sis in Surius, Tillemont 9 71 4. F/eury, I. 8. ?i. 19. 

T. 2. p. 399. 



ST. Faith, or Fides, was a noble Chriftian virgin at 
Agen, a city upon the Garonne, in Aquitain, in the third 
century. Maximian Herculeus being aflbciated in the empire 
in 285, arrived in Gaul, and defeated the Bargaudae, who had 
revolted, near the mountains of Switzerland. This empcrour 
and his collegue Dioclefian were at firft favourable to the 
Chriftians, and their general perfecution was only raifed in 303. 
NevertheJefe, feveral martyrs fufFered in their reign before the 
clofe of the foregoing century by their enforcing ed idls of former 

t>erfccutors 9 at leaft on certain occafxons, Antony Pagi and 

Bafnagje 



394~ 



MM. oa. 



Pafn^ge commence their firft perfecution in 298 j Ruinart t \ 

year of his reian -r 

fumed divine honours (2). Before this, certain govern™ " 
thought themfelyes authorized by former Jaws to fatisfv thp' 
private refentment againft the Chriftians. Among thefe Rir>;7 
Varus, in the Belgick Gaul, and Dacianus, govwnourrfdS 
part Of .Gaul which was called Aquitain, (encouraged by the 
fuperftmous brgotry of their mafter Maxim ian ,who had himfclf 

companions, and St. Vidor 
of Marfeilles) fignahsed themfelves by rheir cruelty. Amonr 
thofe who by their invincible conftancy triumphed over the ma- 
lice of Dacianus, no name is more Muftrious in the calendars of 
the church than St. Faith, who buffered at Agen, then the ca- 
pital and refidence of the prefect. Her virtue and zeal for her 
holy, religion diftinguifhed her among the reft of the faithful - 
and me being apprehended, her courage and' fortitude in bearing 
the (harped torments covered the brutal judge with confufion* 
A young Chriftian, nafned Caprais or Caprafms, v/ho had be- 
tore fled for fear of the perfecution, was fo animated by her ex- 
ample and fufTerings, that he returned to the city, and P ub- 
hckly confefTed the name of Chnft. St. Faith.was beheaded fomc 
days before him. In the ancient martyrology,- which bears the 
name of St. Jerom, her name occurs on the 6th, and that of 
St. Caprais on the 20th of this month. About the middle of 
the fifth century Dulcitius* bifhop of Agen, built a church in 
honour of thefe two martyrs, in which he depofited their re- 
licks. They were honoured with lingular devotion in that part 
of France. And Aquitain being annexed to the crown of 
England in the reign of He"/y II. their names became famous 
in our calendars, and St.' Faith was titular faint of feyeral 
churches among us. 

Good example is one of the ftrongeft incentives to virtue. 
Wo to us if we harden our hearts againft the fal.utary impref- 
fions which the heroick virtue an d examples of fo many faints 
ought to make upon us. St. Cap ra is, fired by hearing of the 
glorious conflict and trophies of a holy virgin, arrives himfelf 
at an equal crown of martyrdom. And can we read the lives 
of fo many illuftrious faints, without reproaching ourfelvcs for our 
bafe ingratitude to God, and repeated abufe of divine grace, 
and without afpiring to an imitation of their zeal, devotion, 
charity, humility, compunction, and fervour ? 

(1) Ruin. Prsef. in Acla. MM. n. 53. (2) Euf. 3. 8- c. 1 

Eutrop. 1. 9. 
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On the fame Day 

St. Artemius, M. Auguftus, not being willing to entrurt the 
government of Egypt, which was a rich and powerful country, 
from which the city of Rome was. in part fupplied with corn, to a 
{enator, like other great provinces of the empire, patfed an order 
that, inftead of a proconful, it fhould be governed only by a Ro- 
man knight, with the title of Auguftal prefecl (a). The govern- 
ment of the troops Was committed to a general officer with the title 
of duke y or general of .Egypt. Artemius was honoured with this 
command under Conftantius, after Lucius and Sebaftian. 

If in executing fome commiffions under Conftantius he appeared 
againil bt. Athanafius, by various contrivances he afforded him 
means and opportunities to make his efcape. If he betrayed too 
great wealcncfs in obeying his prince at that time, he never ap- 
proved his herefy. At leaft that he vvas orthodox in his faith in the 
reign of Julian, is evident from Theodoret, the Pafchal Chronicle, 
and the ancient Greek Calendars. The idolaters in Egypt accufed 
him before that emperour of having demolished their temples, and 
broke down their idols. Julian fummoned him to appear before 
him at Antioch in 362, and upon this indictment condemned him to 
he beheaded in that city about the month of Jane in 362. Artemius 
engaged in the fervice of impious Arians, who imbrued their hands 
in the blood of the faints, and placed on the pinnacle of worldly 
honours, Hands upon the brink of the precipice, in imminent danger 
of being tumbled down headlong into everlafting flames : yet the 
omnipotent hand of God refcues him from thefe dangers, and leads 
him to blifs by a glorious martyrdom. The view of the many immi- 
nent dangers of perifhing eternally, to which our own fouls have been 
often expofed, mull fill us with the deepen: fentiments of gratitude, 
love, and praife, for the infinite and molt undeferved mercy by 
which we have been prcferved. Do not we burn; forth into incetiant 
hymns of praife and thankfgiving, finging with the royal prophet ? 
Utilejs the Lord bad helped me, ?ny foul bad long cigo dwelt in bell (1). 
Do not we, in a transport of gratitude, implore without interrup- 
tion the divine grace, and refolve to ferve Cod with all our ftrength, 
that the fruit of fo great mercies may not perifh through our malice ? 
—See Theodoret, Hi ft. EccJ: 1. 3. c. 1 S, Cbron. PafcbaL p. 297. 
ed. Du Cange. Julian the Ap. cp. 10. Ammian. Marccll. 1. 15. 
c. 23. Fleury, 1. i$. c. 23. 

St. 

(i) Pfal, xciv, a;. 

(*) Sec Dio, 1. 51. Tacitus tizcris of Rome four months in 
Annul.]. 2. Baron Not. in Marty?-. the year j and lent to Koine, in 



20 O//. and Notitia Dignitahtm the reign of Auguilus, twenty 

imp. Oscid. c. 1 28. ap. Gr<t:<viu?n millions of Roman bufhcls o# 



fj»t. Rem. T. y. Col. 1638. where 

*t is laid, that Egypt fed theci- 



corn. 



396jjj St. Sarsabias, A. &c. MM, OdLao] 

St. Barsabias, Abbot, and his Companions, . Martyrs in Perfia, 
Eugenius, called by the Orientals Abus, by the Chalda?ans Avus, 
that is, Our Father, and corruptly by Sozomen, Aones, was a dif. 
Ciple of the great St. Antony. Travelling into the Eaft, he founded 
and governed a numerous monaftery near Niftbis, from whence ho 
fent out colonies over all Perfia,. in which country there were many 
monafteries in the fourth century, as appears from Theodorct (j), 
Bar-ebrsus, and other Syrian writers (2). Sozomen tells us, that 
thefe monks, the difciples of Abus, completed the converfion of all 
Syria, and by their preaching brought to the right faith many among 
the Perfians and Saracens (3).. Barfabias was one of thefe zealous 
difciples of Abus, aild was abbot in Perfia, having under him ten 
monks, whom he" educated with great attention and care in the 
paths of Chriftian perfection. . tils diftinguifhed zeal made the pe* 
fecutors mark him out one of the fir It for the daughter . He was 
apprehended in the beginning of .the great perfection of Sapor, 
and impeached before the governour of the; province upon an in- 
di&mertt that he laboured to abolifh in Perfia the irreligious infti- 
tutes of the Magians. With him his ten monks \vere led in chains 
to Aftahara, a city near the ruins of Perfepolis, where the governour 
«f the province refided. This inhuman judge racked his brain to 
invent the moft cruel kind of torments to infli& upon them. Ity 
his order their knees were bruifed and mattered, their legs were 
broken : then their arms, fides, and ear's were cat and torn in the 
moft barbarous manner, their eyes were beaten, and their faces weic 
fwoln and inflamed with the buffets they had received. At length, 
the governour enraged to fee himfelf vanquifhed by their invincible 
virtue, and tired with tormenting them, condemned them to lofc 
their heads. The martyrs walked joyfully to the place of execution, 
finging the praifes of God iii hymns and pfalms, being furrounded 
by a great troop of foldiers and executioners, and followed by an 
incredible number of people. The good abbot defired earncftly 
to fend before him to blifs all thofe fouls which God had committed 
to his charge, and this petition which he put up to God with great 
ardour and charity, was granted. The daughter was already be- 
gun, when a Magian who happened to be travelling that way, 
with his wife, two children, and feveral fervants, feeing the croud, 
rode up through the prefs, with a fervant before him, to fee what 
the matter was. He beheld the venerable abbot flanding joyful, 
Singing the divine praifes, and taking each monk by the hand as 
they paffed, as if it were to deliver them to the executioner. The 
Afts fay he faw alfo a bright crofs of fire mining over the bodies of 
the flain. Whether he had been before inclined to the Chriftian 
religion, or owed his converfion wholly to a fudden extraordinary 
light, he became on the fpot a perfeft Chriftian : and being moved 
by a llrong impulfe of divine grace, felt in himfelf an earncfl defire 
to make one in that blefFed company. He therefore alighted from 

HIS 

(1) Theodorct Philoth. c. 1. (2) Apud Jof, Aflemtmi Bibl 
Orient* T, 3. p. 2. (3) Sozom. 1.6. c. 34I 
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■ his Jiorfe, changed clothes with his fervant, and wbifpered in' the 
- abbot's ear, begging to be admitted- into the happy number of his 
holy troop, as he was united with them in faith and defire. The 
abbot aflenting, he palled through his hands after the ninth, and 
was beheaded by the executioner, who did not know him. He was 
\fucceeded by the eleventh martyr. Laft of all, the venerable Bar- 
fabias, the father of thefe martyrs, prefented his neck to the exe- 
cutioner. The bodies of thefe twelve faints were left to be devoured 
by the wild beafls and birds of prey ; but their heads were brought 
to the city, and fet up in the temple of Nahitis,. or Venus. For 
though the Magians detefted all idols, there were feveral feels of 
idolaters in many parts of Perfia (a). The example of the Magian. 
martyr moved his wife, children, and whole family zealoufly to profefs 
the ChrifHan faith. Thefe martyrs fullered on' the 3d day of June, in 
the third year of the great perfecution of Sapor, the thirty-third of 
his reign, of Chrift 342. St. Barfabias is commemorated both in 
the Greek menologies and in the Roman martyrology on the 1 1 thv 
of December.— See the Chaldaick Acls of thefe martyrs, publiflied 
by Monfignor Steph.- A/Temani, si Mart. Orient. T. 1. 

St. Zenobius, Bifhop of Florence, C. This holy paflor is ho- 
noured at Florence as the patron, proteclor, and principal apoltle of 
that city, of which he was a native. He was born toward the clofe 
of the reign of Conilantine the Great, pafled through a regular courfe 
of education under eminent matters, and applied himfelf particularly 
to the ftudy of philofophy. In his fearch after wifdom he difcovered 
the folly and falfhood of idolatry in which he had been educated, 
and liftening to the doctrine of the gofpel, attained to the happinefs 
of faith. The feeds of the Chriltian religion had taken fome root at 
Florence under Romulus, Paulinus and Frontinus, whom fome call- 
difciples of the apoftle St. Peter (1). But Lamius (2) fhews that 
their miflion feems not to have been of fo early a date, but of the fe~ 
cond or third age. Foggini (3.) thinks it not clear that St. Romulus,, 
bilhop of Ficfole, two miles from Florence, flourifhed before the be- 
ginning 



(1) BaroiV. ad an; 46. n- (a): Lamius, Singulari de Eru- 

ditione Apoftolorum libro*. c. 1 r. p. 190, ed. anno 1738. De 
Romano S. Petri itinere et Epifcopatu. Exercit. 14. p. 289, ad 
hffi: .(3) Se *Foggini, ib, p. 290, and his defence under the 
following title, La vera iftoria di S. Romolo, Vefcovo e Protcttore 
dihefole, liberata dal D. Fr. Foggini dalle calunnie. Anno 1742. 

{a) The fyftem of a good' and' 
evil principle was not peculiar to 
the Magians ; for it prevailed 
in many parts of Afla and Africa, 
cfpecially i n fome fcfts among 
live Ualdarans, Aflyrians, Sy- 
[ ,ans » Indians, and Egyptians, 
but made its appearance in great 
variety 0 f jhapes and droffrs. 



Sec Joan. ChriAoph, Wolfii Ma- 
nicbeifmus ante ManUbtco). Hamb-^ 
1707, & Mofhemi Qbfet<vatiomt 
ad Cud<wovtbi Syftsma, p. 32^ 

4.23.) But as in all thefe coun- 
tries there were other numerous 
fects which worfhipped idols, i& 
there were alfo in Perfia. 
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ginning of the fourth age, though it is not, to be doubted but the 
faith of Chrift begun to be planted at Florence long before that 
time : which is manifeft from the undoubted proofs that SS. Minias 
and his companions, . St. £refcius, St. Entius, St* P.am phyla, and 
others glorified God there by martyrdom in fome of the firil general 
perfections.. It appears no lefs certain that idolatry was ftin 
the famionable or reigning religion at Florence when St Zenobius 
became an humble follower of Chrift. . He was, baptized private!/ 
by the bi'fhop of Florence: at which his parents took fq great of. 
fence, that they raifed a violent ftorm both againft their fon and the 
bifhop, pretending that the Itep they had taken was an injury done 
to their paternal authority. Zenobius anfwered both for himfelf and 
the bifhop with fo much rneeknefs and /onihincy, and in juilifymg 
his own conduct interwove fo rational an account of oar holy faith, 
as tofatisfy his parents.. And when h'j had once gained their bent- 
volence and attention, it was no hard matter to bring them overro 
the church of Chrift. In order to devote himfelf to God in the moll 
perfedt manner, and to qualify himfelf to impart the bleffing of di- 
vine faith to his countrymen, he entered himfelf among the clergy, 
When he was only deacon, he preached with fo great fruit, and 
fuch reputation, that he became known to St. Ambrofe of Milan, 
and was called to Rome by pope Damafus. . The death of that pon. 
tiff reftored him to his liberty, which he made ufe of to return to 
Florence, where lie began again to cultivate the vineyard which 
called for all his llrength and attention. The bifhop. of that city 
dying, the faint was placed in that fee, and by his admirable humi- 
lity, modefty, abftinence, and' charity, approved, himfelf truly an 
apoftolical pallor. In extirpating the kingdom of Satan; and etta- 
blifhing that of Chrift in the hearts of fo many multitudes, a f phcre 
of aclion was opened to him commenfurate to his zeal ; nor did he 
ever ceafe earnellly commending to Uhrifl: the fouls that were in- 
truded to his care, or feeding them with the word of God, who 
confirmed his doctrine by miracles. The minds of men grown old 
in any way of thinking, enfeebled by inveterate floth, inihittfedin 
worldly purfuits, and enflaved to tyrannical paifions, have, as it 
were, formed to themfelves a bed in the earth, from which they can- 
not eafily be removed. Zenobius was no ftranger to the difficulties 
of the taflc which he had undertaken, to awake men who were in« 
fenfible to fpiritual things : he therefore redoubled his earncltnclsin 
his labours, and in engaging Omnipotence to biefs them with too 
cefs. Thus he had the comfort to fee a numerous people brought 
into the path of everlailing happinefs. 

St. Zenobius died in the reign of Honor i us. His relicks arc kept 
with veneration in the great: church at Florence, and his name oc- 
curs in the Roman martyrology on the 2Tfh of May. —•See the 
abridgment of his ancient life in St Antoninus, Ugholli in h«fo 
Sacra, Foggini loco cit* and principally ihe accurate and elegant 
Giufcppe Kicha, S. J. in Notixh ijhrkbc dellc cbhje Florentine. '\\b> 
in Fiennxc* Anno 1757. 

O CTOB^K 
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OCTOBER 21. 

SS. URSULA and her Companions; 

Virgins and Martyrs. 

Middle of the Fifth Age. 

W' r H E N the Pagan Saxons laid wafte our ifland from fea 
to fea, many of its old Britifh inhabitants fled into 
Gaul, and fettled in Armorica, fince called from them Little 
Britain. Others took fhelter in the Netherlands, and had a fet- 
tlement near the mouth of the Rhine, at a caftlc called Britten- 
burgh, as appears from ancient monuments and Belgick hifto- 
rians produced by Ufher. Thefe holy martyrs feem to have 
left Britain about that time, and to have met a glorious death in 
defence of their virginity from the army of the Huns, which in 
the fifth age plundered that country, and carried fire and the 
fvvord wherever they came. It is agreed, that they came ori- 
ginally from Britain, and Urfula was the eonclu£ler and encou- 
rager of this holy troop (a). Though their leaders were certainly 
virgins, it is not improbable, that fome of this company had been 
engaged in a married flat e. Sigebert's Chronicle (i) places their 
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(a) Ancient calendars, copied 
by Ufuard, mention SS. Saula, 
Martha and companions, Virgins 
and Martyrs, at Cologn, on the 
twentieth of October. Natalis 
Alexander, and the authours' of 
.the new Paris Breviary take this 
. Saula to be the fame name with 
j Urfula. Bollandus promifes new 
.memoirs relating to thefe mar- 
!■ tyrs ; all the a&s which have been 
jnilililhcd are univcrfally rejected. 
■Jjaroniua thinks the ground of 
the account given of them by 
UeoilVey of Monmouth in his 

inamifcnpt liiltory of the Brhiih 



affairs kept in the Vatican libra- 
ry, preferable to the re It. This 
aurhour tells us, that Urfula wag 
daughter to Dionoc, king or 
prince of Cornwall ; and that flie 
was fent by her father to Conan, 
a Britifh prince who had followed 
the tyrant Maxim us, who had 
commanded the imperial forces 
in Britain under Gratian, and af- 
fuming the imperial diadem, in 
'$8z, had palled into Gaul. But 
it* vera! circumllanccs in this rela- 
tion Jhcw it to be of no better 
a ftamp than the re 11. Jt appears 
by the tombs of thefe martyrs at 

Cologn* 
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martyrdom in 453. It happened near the Lower Rhine, and 
they were buried at Cologne, where, according to the cuftom 
of thofe early ages, a great church was built oyer their tombs, 
which was very famous in 643, when St. Cunibert was chofen 
archbifhop in it. St. Anno, who was bifhop of Cologne in the 
eleventh age, out of devotion to thefe holy martyrs, was wont 
to watch whole nights in this church in prayer at their tombs, 
which have been illuftrated by many miracles. Thefe martyrs 
have been honoured by the faithful for many ages with extraor- 
dinary devotion in this part of Chriftendom. St. Urfula, who 
was the miftrefs and guide to heaven to fo many holy maidens, 
whom fne animated to the heroick practice of virtue, conducted 
to the glorious crown of martyrdom, and prefented fpotlefs to 
Chrift, is regarded as a model and patronefs by thofe who un- 
dertake to train up youth in the fentiments and practice of piety 
and religion. She is patronefs of the famous college of Sorbone, 
and titular faint of that church. Several religious eftablifh- 
nienfs have been erected under her name and patronage for the 
virtuous education of young ladies. The Urfulines were in- 
ftituted in Italy for this great and important end by B. Angela 
of Brcfcia, in 1537, approved by Paul III. in 1544, and ob- 
liged to inclofure and declared a religious Order under the nil 
of St. Auflin, by Gregory XIII. in 1572, at the folicitation 
of St. Charles Borromco, who exceedingly promoted this holy 
inftitute. The firft monaftery of this Order in France was 
founded at Paris, in 161 1, by" Madam Magdalen THuillicr, by 
marriage, de Sainte-Beuve. Before this the pious mother Anne 
de Xaintoivje of Dijon had inftituted in Fran che- Com te, in 
i6c6 ? a religious congregation of Urfulines for the like purpofc, 

^ which 
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Ccjcgn, that their number was 
vci*y "great. Wandelbert, a monk 
of Pniim, in Ardenne, in a pri- 
vate martyrology which he com- 
piled in vcrfc, in 850, makes 
their number to amount to thou- 
f:mds ; but he had feen their falfo 
ails. Siocbcrt, in 11 11, makes 
them 1 1, coo. Some think this a 
milhke arifing from the abbre- 
\ intion XL M. V. for eleven 
martyrs and virgins : for the 
chronicle of St. Troifs feems to 
coune eleven companions, (ty/- 

,.7.-;>. T. 7. p. 475-) Thc Ro - 

j nan martyrolo^y mentions only 
fcl. Urfula and her companions, j 



nor is their number determined 
in any authentick records. Geof- 
frey of Monmouth places their 
martyrdom in the reign ol Mitti- 
mus, towards the clofc of the 
fourth age : but Otho of Frifni- 
gen, (1. 4. c. 28.) the interpola- 
tor of Sigcbcrt's chronicle, awl 
bifhop Uiher, in the middle ot 
the fifth. As to the fancy, that 
Undecimilla might have been the 
the name of one of thefe vir- 
gins, (Sec Vale/tana, p. 49*) . lt 

is dellitutc of all fhadow oi U* 
lcait foundation, and exploded by 
all critickc. 
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which is fettled in many parts of France, in which firia in- 
clofure is not commanded. 

Nothing, whether in a civil or religious view, is more im- 
portant in the republick of mankind than a proper and religious 
education of youth, nor do any eftablifhments deferve equal 
attention and encouragement among men with thofe which are 
religioufly and wifely calculated for this great end. Yet alas ! 
is any thing in the world more neglected either by parents at 
home, or by the wrong methods which are too frequently pur- 
fued in the very nurferies which are founded for training up 
youth ? A detail would be too long for this place. There is 
certainly no duty which requires more virtue, prudence, and 
experience, or which parents, tutours, matters, miftrefles and 
others are bound more diligently to ftudy in its numberlefs: 
branches (b). But it is the heighth of our misfortune, that 
there is fcarce a perfon in the world, howfoever unqualified^ 
who does not think it an eafy tafk, and look upon himfelf as 
equal to it ; who is not ready to undertake it without reflection ? 
and who consequently is not fupinely carelefs both in ftudying 
and difcharging its obligations ; though no employment more 
effentially requires an extenfive knowledge of all duties, of hu- 
man nature, and its neceflary accomplifhments ; the utmoft ap- 
plication, attention and patience ; the moil confummate pru- 
dence and virtue, and an extraordinary fuccour of divine light 
and grace. 
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St. HilarioNj Abbot. Hilarion was born in a little town called 
Thabatha, five miles to the fouth of Gaza ; lie fpranglike a rofe out 
of thorns, his parents being idolaters. He was fent by them very 
[ y° un g to Alexandria to iludy grammar, when by his progrefs in 
! learning he gave great proofs of his wit, for which and hfs good 
I temper and difpofitions he was exceedingly beloved by all that knew 
\ lim \ Bcin g brought to the knowledge of the chriftian faith he was 
f baptized, and became immediately a new man, renouncing all the 
j. mad fports of the Circus, and the entertainments of the theatre, and 
; taking no delight but in the churches and aflemblies of the faithful 
, Waving heard of St. Antony, whofe name was famous in Egypt, he 
u went into the defcrt to fee him. Moved by the example of his vir- 
tue, he changed his habit, and (laid with him two months, obierving 
Jus manner of life, his fervour in prayer, his humility in receiving 
■ the brethren, hk fevcrity in reproving them, his earncflnefs in ca£ 

A a 2 horting 

(b) Read Fenelon, Sttr Pedu- chriftian education of children: 
wonik hlhs^ and another older and Di\ Gobinct's Injlrurthns of 
, ■ * icnch book , prime d in Knglilh, youth ; alfo, his trcatife of '77,, 

">7h under this title, i'hv imitation of the /My Tenth off. C. 
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horting them, and his perfeverancc in aufterities. But' not being 
able to bear the frequent concourfe of thofe who reforted to St. An- 
tony to be healed of difeafes or delivered from devils, and being de- 
firous to begin to fervc God like St. Antony in perfeft folitude, he 
returned with certain monks into his own country. Upon his arrival 
there, finding his father and mother both dead, he gave part of his 
goods to his brethren, and the reft to the poor, refcrving nothing for 
himfelf. He was then but fifteen years of age, this happening about 
the year 307. He retired into a defert feven miles from Majuma, 
towards Egypt, between the fcalhore on one fide, and certains fens 
on the other. His friends forewarned him that the place was noto- 
rious for murders and robberies ; but his anfwer was, that he feared 
nothino- but eternal death. Every body admired his fervour, 
'and extraordinary manner of life. In the beginning of his retire- 
mcnt certain robbers who lurked in thofe defer ts afked him, 
what he would do if thieves and affaffins came to him ? He an- 
swered • " The poor and naked fear no thieves." " But they may 
" kill you, faid they " <e It is true, faid the holy man, and for 
" this very reafon I am not afraid of them, becaufe it is my endea- 
vour to be always prepared for death." So great fervour and refob- 
tion in one fo young and tender as our faint, was both f u rpnfing and 
cdifyino-to all who knew him. His confutation was fo weak and 
delicate that -the leaH excefs of heat or cold affeded him very fenfi- 
bly • yet his whole clothing confided only of a piece of fackcloth- a 
leather coat which St. Antony gave him and an ordinary ft m 
clock Livino- in folitude he. thought himfelf at liberty to prate 
certain inortihcations, which the refpeft we owe to our neighbour 
makes unfeafonable in the world. He cut his hair only once a year 
a-ainft Eaftor ; never changed any coat till it was worn out, and 
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never wa^cd the fackcloth which he had once put on, faying: It 
« h idle 10 look for neatnefs in an hairlhirt." At his firft entering 
on tins penitential life he renounced the ufc of bread, and for fa 
years together his whole diet was fifteen fi S s a day, which he never 
tool- tnlfunfet. When he felt the attacks of any temptation of the 
(Mh, bcinc angry with himfelf, and beating his bread, he wouM 
! ,v to his body? " I will take order, thou little aft, that thou link 
"not kick - J will iced thee with ilraw inftcad of corns and mil 
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« load and weary thee, that fo thou may ft think rather how to gc 
a littlel.it to eat than of plcafurc." He then retrenched pntnl 



hU f-antv ivaal. 'and Ibmclimcs failed three or four days without eat- 
£ : .1 ;iu.-n after <hi„ he was fainting, he fuftaincd his body on 
v Uh a few dried figs, and the juice of herbs. At the fame n« 
proving and fmgmg he v. on Id be breaking the ground with - 
rf»ai hi, labour might add to the trouble of his tailing. H " » 
nu nt e,:r. dicing, or titling the earth, or in mutation oi ti c L P 
uan monk,, wearing An all twigs together with great mil- 
: ,,,,!„,, wlvrcb - be provided himfelf with the frugal nocfow 

S • 'wi M .„ "he lei, himfelf weary and ready to faint w,th a 
L ('aid to hi,. h,d> , while he took his little reiecl.on of figs, «g 

v herb ; " lfilioa v,U, not labour, thou ihalt not eat ; and^JJ 
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« thou eateft now, prepare thyfelf again to work." He knew a 
great part of the holy fcripture by heart, and always recited fome 
parts of it after he had faid many pfalms and prayers : he prayed 
with as great attention and reverence as if he had feen with his eyes 
our Lord prefent with whom he fpoke. During the firfl four years 
of his penance he had no other fhclter from the inclemencies of the 
weather than a little hovel or arbour which he made hirnfelf of reeds 
and rulhes which he found in a neighbouring marlh, and which he 
had woven together. Afterward he built hirnfelf a little cell which 
was Mill to be feen in St. Jerom 1 s time : it was but four feet broad; 
and nve in height ; and was a little longer than the extent of his 
body, fo that a pcrfon would have rather taken it for a grave than a 
houfe. During the courfe of his penance he made fome alteration in 
his diet, but never in favour of his appetites. From the age of 
twenty- one, he for three years lived on a meafure which was little 
more than half a pint of pulfe ileeped in cold water, a day ; and fo7 
the three next years his whole food was dry bread with fait and wa- 
ter. From his twenty-feventh year to his thirty-firft he cat only wild 
herbs and raw roots ; and from thirty one to thirty- five he took for 
his daily food fix ounces of barley bread a day, to which he added a 
few kitchen herbs, but half boiled, and without oil. But perceiv ing 
his fight to grow dim, and his body to be fubject to an itching, with 
an unnatural kind of Ikurf and roughnefs, he added a little oil to this 
diet. Thus he went on till his fixty-fourth year, when conceiving 
by the decay of his ilrength that his death was drawing near, he re-* 
trenched even his bread, and from that time to his eightieth year his 
whole meal never exceeded five ounces. When he was fouricore 
years of age there were made for him little weak broths or gruels of 
ilowcr and herbs, the whole quantity of his meat and drink fcarcc 
amounting to the weight of four ounces. Thus he patted his whole 
life ; and- he never broke his fall till funfet, not even upon the higheft 
frails, or in his greatell ficknefs. It is the remark of St. Jerom, that 
ilothful chriilians too enjily make old age and every other pretence a 
plea to be. the more remifs in their penance : but fervour made St. 
Hilarion contrive means to redouble Ids aullerities in his deciepit 
age, as the nearer the profpeel of certain death grew, and the fliorter 
time remained for his preparation. Mis long life is ch icily afcrihed 
to his regularity, moderate labour, and great abftemioufnefs. U is a 
proverb which the experience of all ages confirms, that to cat long a 
pcrfon ought to eat little. 

Any one who confiuers the condition of man in this {rate of niaT, 
and the malice of the enemy of our falvation, will eivfily conceive 
that our faint did not pafs all thefe years, nor arrive at fo eminent \t 
degree of virtue and fanelity without violent temptations and alia u Its 
from the infernal fpirit ; in all which he was victorious by the n Alli- 
ance of omnipotent grace. Sometimes his foul was covered with a 
dark cloud, and his heart was dry and opprefled with bitter angtiilh : 
hut the dealer heaven feemed to be to his cries on fuch orcafions, the 
louder, and the more earneilly he perfevercd knocking. To Lave 
d'opped the fliiekl vf prayer under thefe temptations would have been 
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to perifli . At other times his mind was haunted, and his imagination 
filled with impure images, or with the vanities of the theatre and 
circus. Thefe mofl painful affaults the hermit repulfed with watch- 
fiilnefs, prayer, fevere mortifications and hard labour. The adver- 
iary thus wo r fled renewed the attack under various other forms, fome- 
times alarming the faint with great variety of noifes, at other times 
endeavouring to affright him with hideous appearances and monftroua 
fpeclres. When all this terrible artillery proved too weak, he (hifted 
the fcene, and prefented him again with all that could delight and 
charm the fenfes. The phantoms of the enemy St. Hilarion diffi- 
pated by calling himfclf upon his knees, and figning his forehead 
with the fign of the crofs of Chrift ; and being enlightened and 
ftrengthened by a fupernatural grace he difcovered his fnares, and ne- 
ver fufFered himfelf to be impofed upon by the artifices by which that 
fubtle fiend ftrove to withdraw him from holy prayer, in which the 
faint fpentthe days and great part of the nights. After the departureof 
the vanquimed enemy, the faint found his foul filled with unfpeakable 
peace and joy, and in the jubilation of his heart fung to God hymns 
of praife and thankfgiving, faying : He hath caji the horfe and the 
borfeman into the fea : fome truft in their chariots, and fome in their 
borfcsi &c. From his victories themfelves he learned to be more 
humble, watchful and timorous. 

St. Hilarion had fpent twenty years in his defert when he wrought 
his fir/ft miracle. A certain married woman of Eleutheropolis 
who Was the fcorn of her hufband for her barrennefs, fought him 
out in his folitude, and by her tears and importunities prevailed upon 
him to pray that God would blefs her with fruitfulnefs ; and before 
the year's end Hie brought forth a fon. A fecond miracle much en- 
hanced the faint's reputation. Elpidius, who was afterwards prefect 
of the prretorium ( i ), and his wife Arifteneta, returning from a vifit 
of devotion they had made to St. Antony to receive his blcfling and 
infrrudtions, arrived at Gaza, where their three children fell fick, and 
their fever proving fupcriour to the power of medicines they were 
brought to the la.fi: extremity, and their recovery defpaircd of by the 
phyficians. The mother like one diilracied addrefled herfclf to Hi- 
larion, who, moved by her tears, went to Gaza to vifit them. Upon 
his invoking the holy name of Jcfns by their bednde, the children 
fell into a violent fweat, by which they were fo refrefhed as to be 
able to eat, to know their mother, and kifs the faint's hand. Up- 
on the report of this miracle many flocked to the faint, defiling to 
embrace a monattick life under his direction. Till that time neither 
•Syria nor PalefKne were acquainted with that penitential Hate; fo that 
St. Hilarion was the firfr. founder of it in thole countries, as St. An* 
tony Jiad been in j.*>ypt. Among other miraculous cures, fevcral 
perloiu polleJled by devils were delivered by our faint. 1 he moic 
remark; 1 Me were JVlarifitas,- a young Man of the territory about Jew- 
J idem, fo Arono- that he boaltcd he could carry feven bufhek of corn.? 
and Orion, a rich man of the city of Aila, who after his aire preiitfi 
the faint 10 accept many great prefents, at leall for the poor, 

(i) Ammian. Marccll. 1. zi* 
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the holy hermit perfifted obftinately to refufe touching any of theni» 
bidding him beftow them himfelf. St. Hilarion reftored fight to a 
woman of Facidia, a towft hear Rinocorura, in Egypt, who had 
been blind ten years. A citizen of Majuma, called Jtaiieus, who 
was a chriflian, kept horfes to run in the circus againft a Duumvir of 
Gaza, who adored Marnas, which was the great idol of Gaza, that 
word fignifying in Syriack Lord of mc?i (2). Italicus knowing that his 
adverfary had recourfe to fpells to flop his horfes, came to St Hila- 
rion, by whofe bleffing his hovfes feemed to fly, while the others 
feeraed fettered ; upon feeing which the people cried out, that Mar- 
nas was vanquifhed by Chriit. This faint alfo delivered a girl in 
Gaza whom a young man had infpired with a frantick paflion of 
love, by certain fpells, and magical figures engraved on a copper 
plate, which he had put under the door, bound with a thread. It 
was pretended that the efre£l depended upon this charm, and could 
not be broke but by the removal of the charm : but St. Hilarion 
would not fuffer either the young man or die fpell or mark of witch- 
craft to be fought after, faying, that in order to drive away the devil 
it was not neceffary to deftroy the charm, or give credit to his 
words, which are always deceitful : and he delivered the girl, though 
the fpell continued under the threfhold. A native of Franconia in 
Germany, one of the guards of Conftantius, of thofc called from 
their white garments Candiddti, being poffeiTed by an evil fpirit, 
came from court with a great attendance, having letters from the 
tmperouf to the governour of Palestine. This man with his nume- 
rous train went from Gaza to vifit St. Hilarion, whom lie found 
walking on the fands, faying his prayers. The faint, "'ho under- 
flood his errand, commanded the devil in the name of Chrift to de- 
part, and the Frank was immediately delivered. Through fimplici- 
ty he offered the faint ten pounds of gold : St. Hilarion presented 
him one of his barley loaves, faying, that they who wanted no other 
food, defpifed gold like dirt. From the model which our faint fet, 
a great number of monaflcrics were founded all over Paicilxue. St. 
Hilarion vifitcd them all on certain days before the vintage. In one 
of thefe vifits, feeing the Saracens aiicmbled in great numbers at 
Eleufa, in Idumaea, to adore Venus, he flicd abundance of tears to 
God for them. Many fiek pcrfons of this nation had been cured, 
and demoniacks delivered by our faint, who was on that account well 
known by them, and they, afked his blotting. He received them with 
mildncls and humility, conjuring them to adore God rather than 
Hones, ^ His words had fuch an . effect upon them, that they would 
1101 fuller him to leave them till he had traced the ground for laying; 
the foundation of a church for them, and till then- priell, who then 
wore a garland in honour of their idols, was become a catechumen. 

St. Hilarion was informed by revelation in Palefline, where he 
then was, of the death of St. Antony. He was then about fixty- 
live years old, and had been for two years much afflicted at the great 
number of bifhops, pricfls and people that were continually retorting 
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to him ; by which his contemplation was interrupted. At length 
regretting the lofs of that fweet folitude an4 obfcurity, which lie 
formerly enjoyed, he reiblved to leave that country, to prevent 
which the people affembled to the number of ten thoufand to watch 
him. He told them he would neither eat nor drink till they let him 
go : and feeing him pafs feven days without taking any thing they 
left him. He then chofe forty monks who were able to walk with- 
out breaking their fait, (that is, without eating till after funfet) and 
with them he travelled into Egypt. On the fifth day he arrived at 
Pelufium and in fix days more at Babylon, in Egypt. Two days 
after, he came to the city Aphroditon, where he applied himfelf to 
the deacon Baifanes, who ufed to let dromedaries to thofe who had 
defi red to vifit St. Antony, for carrying water which they had occa- 
iion for in that defert. The faint defi red to celebrate the annivcrfarv 
of St. Antony's death, by watching all night in the place where he 
died. After travelling three days in an horrible defert they came 
to St. Antony's mountain, where they found two monks, lfaac and 
Feluiius, who had been his difciples, and the firft his interpreter. Jt was 
a very high, fteep rock, of a mile in circuit ; at the foot of which was 
a rivulet, with abundance of palm-trees on the borders. St. Hilarkm 
walked all over the place with the difciples of St. Antony. Here it 
was, laid they, that he fang, here he prayed ; there he laboured, and 
there he repofed himfelf when he was weary. He himfelf planted 
thefe vines, and thefe little trees ; he tilled this piece of ground with 
his own hands ; he dug this bafon with abundance of labour, to wa- 
ter his garden, and he ufed this hough to work with feveral years to- 
gether. St. Hilarion laid himfelf upon his bed, and ki fled it as if it 
had been ftill warm. The cell contained no more fpace in length 
and breadth than what was neceflary for a man to ftretch himfelf in 
to fleep. On the top of the mountain, (to which the afecntwas very 
difficult, turning like a vine) they found two cells of the fame lize, 
to which he often retired to avoid a number of vifiters, and even the 
conversation of his own difciples : they were hewn in a rock, nothing 
but doors being added to them. When they came to the garden,. 
Do you fee, laid Jfaac, this little garden planted with trees and 
pot-herbs ? About three years fin cc a herd of wild affes 
tL coming to deftroy it, lie flopped one of the firft of them, and 
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fhiking him on the fides with his ftafF, faid: Why do you cat what 
you did not fow ? From that time forward they only came hither 
to drink, without mcdling with the trees or herbs." St. Hilarion 
a {Iced to fee the place where he was buried. They carried him to a 
by-place; but it is uncertain whether they fhewed it him or no ; for 
they fhewed no grave, and only faid, that St. Antony had given the 
flrictcfl charge that his grave mould be concealed, for fear lefi Pcrga- 
mius, who was a very rich man in that country, mould carry the 
body home, and caufe a church to be built for, if. St. Hilarion re- 
turned from this place to Aphroditon, and retiring with only two ml- 
ciples into a neighbouring defert exercifed himfelf with' more earneil- 
jiefs than ever in abflinence and filence, faying, according to his 

cuflom, that lie then only began to fcrve Jcius Chrilb -It had nor 
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rained in the country for three years, that is, ever fince die death of 
St. Antony, when the people in deep affliction, and mifery, addrefled 
themfelves to St. Hilarion, whom they looked upon as St. Antony's 
fucceflbur, imploring his companion and prayers. The faint fenfibly 
afteclcd with their diftrefs lifted up his hands and eyes to heaven, 
and immediately obtained a plentiful rain. Alfo many labourers 
and herdfmen who were fining by ferpents and venomous beafts, 
were perfectly cured by anointing their wounds with oil which he 
had bleflcd and given them. Though oil be the natural and fove- 
reign antidote againtt poifon, thefe cures by his blefling were efreemed 
miraculous. The faint feeing the extraordinary honours which were 
paid him in that place, departed privately towards Alexandria, in 
order to proceed to the defert of Oahs. It not being his cultom to 
ilop in great cities, he turned from Alexandria into Brutium, a re- 
mote fuburb of that city, where feveral monks dwelt*. He left 
this place the fame evening, and when thefe monks very importu- 
nately prclfed his flay, he told them, that it was neccilary for their 
ftcurity that he mould leave them. The fequel mewed that he had 
the fpirit of prophecy : for that very night armed men arrived there 
in purfuit of him, with an order to put him to death. When Julian 
the apottarc afcended the throne, the pagans of Gaza obtained an or- 
der from that prince to kill him, in revenge of the affront he had 
put upon their God Mamas, and of the many convcWions he had 
made: and they had fent this party into Egypt to execute the fen- 
tencc. The foldiers finding themfelves difappointed at Brntium faid, 
he well deferved the character of a r^agician which he had at Gaza! 
The faint fpent about a year in the defert of Oafis, and rinding that 
he was too well known in that country ever to lie concealed there, 
determined, to feck fheker in fome remote ifland, and going to Pa- 
r-:onium in Libya embarked there with one companion for Sicily. 
He landed at Pachynus, a famous promontory on the eaftcrn fide of 
the ifland, now called Capo di Paflaro. Upon landing he offered 
to pay lor his paflage and that of his companion, with a cony of the 
fcolpels winch he had written in his youth with his own hand * bur 
the mailer feeing their whole flock confided in that manufenpt and 

r u- ■ ,°r th f ir backs> wou,d n0t acce P e of k ' hc <* r on cftccmed 
nm elf indebted to this pallengcr, who by his prayers had delivered 

Jon who was pofleffed by a devil, on board the vcJTel. Sr 1 H- 
Janoii fearing left he mould be difcovcrcd by fome orient;,! merchants 
J he icttled near the coaft, travelled twenty miles up the country, 
-n« Hopped m an unfrequented wild place; where by Catherine flicks 
£made every day' a faggot, which he fent his difciple whole name 

^cuhinpOilcflcdpcWons loon difco^rcd him, and "the faint freed 
us\]v!^ butconftantly re A, fed ,11 F e- 

■ U *** o i^d lnm, laying, IWr/j yr /J,r nr^W, /L/y 

S PduDonn f Greece when at Methone, now called Modem, 

i Uttpoiiiidiw, lie heard that a prophet had appeared in SiVilv, 

, , nir who 
(3) Mat. x. 8. 
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who wrought many miracles. He embarked, and arrived at P a . 
chymis ; and inquiring for the holy man at the firft village found that 
every body knew him : he was not more diftinguifhed by his ml 
racles, than by his difintereflednefs ; for he could never be prevailed 
upon to take any thing, not fo much as a morfel of bread, from any 
one. St. Hilarion was defirous to go into fome flrange country, 
where not even his language mould be underftood. Hefychius there- 
fore carried him to Epidaurus in Dalmatia, now Old Ragufa, the 
ruins of which city are feen near the prefent capital of the republick 
of that name (c). Miracles here again defeated the faint's defign of 
living unknown. St. Jerom relates that a ferpent of an enormous 
fize devoured both cattle and men, and that the faint having pray- 
ed, commanded this monfler to come into the midft of a pile of wood 
prepared on purpofe j then fet fire to it, fo that this pernicious crea- 
ture was burnt to afhes. He alfo tells us, that when the moft dread- 
ful earthquake, mentioned by hiftorians both ecclefiaftical and pro- 
W U), happened in the year 365, in the firft confulfhip of Valcnti- 
nian and Valcns, the fca on the coaft of Dalmatia fwelled fo high a< 
to overflow the land, and threaten to overwhelm the whole city of 
Epidaurus. The affrighted inhabitants in a crowd brought Hilarion 
to the (bore, as it were to oppofe him as a ftrong wall agamft the 
furious waves. The faint made three croffes in the fund, then ftrctch- 
ed forth his arms towards the fea ; and to the aftommment of all, 
its billows flopped, and rifing up like an high mountain, returned 
back St Hilarion feeing it impoilible to live there unknown, lied 
away in the night in a fmall veffel to the ifiand of Cyprus Being 
arrived there he retired to a place two miles from Paptos. # He had 
not been there three weeks when fuch as were poiTeiTed with devils 
in any part of the ifland began to cry out, that Hilarion, the fervant 
of lefus Chrift, was come. He expelled the evil fpirits, but fighing 
after the tranquillity of defer retirement confide red how he cou.c 
make his cfcape to fome other country, but the inhabitants watched 
him that he might not leave them. After two years, Hefychius per- 
Wed him to lay afide that defign, and retire to a iolitary place win 
he had found, twelve miles from the more, not unpleafantly fn ; 
-tied amono- very rough and craggy mountains, where then. Wb 
tit with "fruit trees, which advice the faint followed, but he never 
t-Vilcd the fruit. Here he lived five years, and wrought fcvcral m 
racles. The fweetnefs and fpiritual advantages which cr^ 
heavenly contemplation made him trample under his feet .ill < 
conndei-ctions and make it the great o ^ of his defircs in v k 
w labour inceflanily to purge his foul more and more from all to. 

(4) See on this earthquake St. jerom in Chron. E»^ b '^^; 
Vnlminiani; and in I la- i 15. Orofius 1. vn. c 3^ b f ^ 
to. c. 3. Kiat. in Faftis. Chron. Pafchale. Amm. Marcell. 1. 

fr ) This Umdaurus is not to one of which was famous fo: * 

) )C confounded with two towns WOlihip of fcfculttjuiu. 

of that name in IMoponnefus, 



* 



oft 2I . St. HILAR ION, A. 3$T 

and imperfections by tears of compunction, and other practices of 
penance, and to imitate on earth as much as pofuble the happy em- 
ployment of the bleffed in heaven. St. Jerom mentions, that though 
he lived fo many years in Paleltine he never went up to vifit the holy 
places at Jerufalem but once ; and then flayed only one day in that- 
city. He went once that he might not feem to defpife that devotion j 
but did not go oftener, left he fhould feem perfuaded that God or his 
religious worfhip is confined to any particular place (5). His chief 
reafon doubtlefs was to fhun the detractions of populous places, that 
as much as pomble, nothing might interrupt the clofe union of his 
foul to God. The faint in the 80th year of his age, whilft Hefy- 
chius was abfent, wrote him a {hort letter with his own hand, in the 
nature of a lafc will and teftament, in "which he bequeathed to him 
all his riches, namely* his book of theGofpels, his fackcloth, hood, 
and little cloak. Many pious perfons came from Paphos to fee him 
in his Iaft ficknefs, hearing he had foretold, that he was to go to our 
Lord. With them there came a holy woman named Conftantia, whofe 
fon-in-law and daughter he had freed from death by anointing them 
with oil. He caufed them to fwear that as foon as he mould have 
expired, they would immediately commit his corpfe to the earth ap- 
parelled as he was with his haircloth, hood and cloak. His dillemper 
increafing upon him, very little heat appeared to remain in his body, 
nor did any thing feem to remain in him of a living man, befidcs 
his underftanding, only his eyes were ilill open. He expreffed his 
fenfc of the divine judgments, but encouraged his foul to an humble 
confidence in the mercy of his Judge and Redeemer, faying to him- 
fclf : " Go forth, what doft thou fear ? go forth, my foul, what doft 
il thou apprehend ? behold it is now near threefcore and ten years that 
" thou hall fcrved Chrift ; and art thou afraid of death?" He had 
farce fpokc thefe words but he gave up the ghoft, and was immedi- 
ately buried as he had ordered. If this faint trembled after an inno- 
cent, penitential and holy life, becaufe he considered how perfect the 
purity and fanclity of a foul mufl be, to Hand before him who is in- 
finite purity and infinite juftiice : how much ought tepid, fiothful 
and fin fid Chriltians to fear? Whilft love inflames the faints with an 
ardent delire of being united to their God in the kingdom of pure 
love and fecurky, a holy fear of his jullice checks and humbles in 
ihcm aH preemption. This fear mull never fink into defpondency, 
abjection or defpair ; but quicken our floth, animate our fervour and 
raife our courage ; it mull be felicitous, not anxious or pufillanimom; ; 
flud whilft we fear from whatever is in us, love and hope mull fill 
°, Ul .M w * tn fweet peace and joy, and with an entire confidence in 
ti»e mlmile mercy and goodnefs of God, and the merits of our divine 
Htdecmer. St. Hilarion died in 371 or the following year, being 
about eighty years of age; for he was fixty-fivc years old at the death 
f « St. Antony. Hefychius who was in Palclline, made hafte to Cy- 
prus upon hearing this news, and pretending to take up his dwelling 
111 l " e <rilut; garden, alter ten months found an opportunity of lecretiy 

carrying 

(S) s t. Hier, ep. 49. fol 1 3. ad Paujin. T. +. part Z- P> $H> Ed- Pen, 
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carrying ofF the faint's body into Paleftine, where he interred it j n ^ s 
monaftery., near Majuma. It was as entire as it was when alive and 
the cloths were untouched. Many miracles were wrought both in 
Cyprus and Paleftine, through his intercefhon, as St. Jerom afluresu* 
Sozomen mentions his feflival to have been kept with great folenmi! 

try in the fifth age (6), See his life written by St. Jerom before the 

year 392. (Ed. Ben. T. 4. part 2. p. 74.)' Pagi ad an. 372. F} eurv 

T. 2. 1 

St. p int an, furnamed Munnu, Abbot, in Ireland. Bern* dc- 
fcended of the noble family of Neil, he forfook the world in his 
youth, and was defirous to confecrate himfelf to God in the great 
monaftery of Hij, under the difcipline of St. Columba ; but God 
for greater defigns prevented the execution of that project, and Fin- 
tan, after St. Columba's death, failed back to Ireland, and founded 
a great monaftery, called from him Teach-Munnu, in the fouth part 
of Leinfter, in the land of Kinfelach ; he was famous for his virtue:-, 
miracles and difciples. The annals of Tigernake place his death in 
634, on the 3 ill of Oftober. He is commemorated in the old Scottifti 

Breviary under the name of St. Mundus, abbot. See U flier, Ant, 

c. 17. p. 485. St. Adamnan. in vita S. Columbas, Colgan, in his 
Atts of the Saints of Ireland, and Britannia Sand a. 
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OCTOBER 22. 



SS. PHILIP, Biihop of Heraclea, and 

Companions, MM. 

From their original at7s> publijhed by Mabillon, in Vetera Am- 
leXfa ; and more correSily by Ruincrt, p. 409. Tillem. 7. 5. 

A. D. 304. 

PHILIP, a -venerable old man, bifhop of Heraclea, jhc 
metropolis of Thrace, was an ill urinous martyr oi Chriil, 
in the perfecution of Dioclcfian. Having difcharged every tlnty 
of a faithful miniftcr hi the characters of deacon anil pricft in 
that city, hewasraifed to the cpifcopal dignity, and governed lltft 
church with great virtue and prudence when it was fhaken by 
violent fronns. To extend and perpetuate the work of Godk 
was careful to train up many difciples in the ftudy of Utw 
learning., and in the practice of folid piety. Two of the im» 
eminent among them had the Iiappincfs to be made cojnpaai^ 

(6) Sox. I. 3. c. 14. 1. 5 c. 9, 19. 



Oft. 22, St - PHILIP, &c. MM. 353 

of his martyrdom ; namely, Severus, a prieft, whofe laborious 
and penitential life proved him to be a truedifciple of the Crofs ; 
and Hermes, a deacon, who was formerly the firft magiftrate of 
the city, and in that office, by his chanty and univerfal benevo- 
lence, had gained the efteem and affection of all the citizens : 
but after he was engaged in the miniftry, gained his livelihood 
with his own hands, and brought up his fbn to do the fame. 
Dioclefian's firft edicls againfr. the chriftians being ifllied out, 
nuny advifed the holy bifhop to leave the city ; but he would 
not even ftir out of the church, continuing to exhort the bre- 
thren to conftancy and patience, and preparing them for the ce- 
lebration of the feafr of the Epiphany. Whilft he preached to 
them, Ariftomachus, the ftationary, (that is, an officer of the 
town) came, by the governour's order, to feal up the door of 
the church. The bifhop faid to him : cc Do you imagine that 
" God dwells within walls, and not rather in the hearts of 
" men?'' He continued to hold his aflemblies before the doors 
of the church. The next day certain officers came, and fet 
their feal upon the facred veflels and books. The faithful who 
beheld this, were much grieved : but the bifhop, who flood 
leaning againfr. the door of the church, encouraged them with 
his inflamed difcourfes. Afterward the governour Bafllis finding 
Philip and many of his flock aflembled before the church door, 
gave orders that they mould be apprehended, and brought before 
him. Being feated on his tribunal, he faid to them : cc Which 
of you is the teacher of the chriftians ?" Philip replied : ct I 
am the pqrfon you feek." BafTus faid : cc You know that the 
emperour has forbidden your aflemblies. Surrender into my 
hands the veflels of gold and filver which you make ufc of, 
and the books which you read." The bifhop anfwercd : 
16 The veflels and treafure we v/ill give you ; for it is not by 
u precious metal, but by charity that God is honoured. But 
<c the facred books it neither becomes you to demand, nor me 
" to furrender." The governour ordered executioners to be 
called into court, and commando J Muccapor, the moft noted 
among them for his inhumanity, to torture the holy prelate. 
Philip bore his torments with invincible courage. Hermes told 
the govern our, that it was not in his power to deftroy the word 
ot God, even though he ihould take away all the writings in 
uhich the true docliine is contained. The judge commanded, 
him to be feeurged. After this he went with Publius, the go- 
vern ours fucceilbur, to the place where the facred writings and 
plate were hid. Publius would have conveyed awav feme of 
J he veflels, but bein<>; hindered by 1 formes, he n\ive him fuch a 
I'low on the face that the blood followed. The governour Baflus 

provoked L\t Publius twv ihib action, and ouljieJ th-j deacon's 
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wound to be drefled. He diftributed the veffels and books among 
his officers ; and to pleafe the infidels and terrify the chrifiians 
cau fed Philip and the other prifoners to be brought to the mar- 
ket-place, fur rounded with guards, and the church to be un- 
covered by taking off the tiles. In the mean time, by his or- 
ders, the foldiers burned the facred writings, the flames mount- 
ing fo high as to frighten the ftanders by. This being told to 
Philip in the market-place, he took occaflon from this fire to 
difcourfe of the vengeance with which God threatens the wick- 
ed, and reprefenteel to the people how their gods and temples 
had been ofren burned, beginning with Hercules, protestor of 
their city, from whom it derived its name. By this time Cali- 
phronius, .a pagan prieft, appeared in the market-place with his 
minifters, who brought with them the neceffary preparations for 
a facrifice and a profane feaft. Immediately after the gover- 
nour Ball us came, followed by a great multitude, fome of whom 
pitied the fuffering chriftians, others, efpecially the Jews, cla- 
moured loudly againft them. Baflus preffed the bifhop to fa- 
crifice to the gods, to the emperours, and to the fortune of the 
city. Then pointing at a large and beautiful ftatue of Hercules, 
he bid him confider what veneration was due to that piece. Phi- 
lip fhewed the abfurdity of adoring a bafe metal, and the work 
■of a drunken ftatuary. BafTus afked Hermes, if he at leaft 
would facrifice. '* I will not, replied Hermes ; I am a chri- 
ftian. 5> BafTus faid : c< If we can perfwade Philip to offer 
facrifice, will you follow his example ?" Hermes anfwercd, 
he would not ; neither could they perfuade Philip. After ma- 
ny ufelefs threats, and prefling them to facrifice at leaft to the 
emperours, he ordered them to be carried to pr ifon. As they 
went along, fome of the rabble infolently pufhed Philip, and 
often threw him down : but he rofe with a joyful countenance, 
without the leaft indignation or grief. All admired his pati- 
ence 5 and the martyrs entered the prifon joyfully, finginga 
pfalm of thankfgiving to God, A few days after they were al- 
lowed to flay at the houfe of one Pancras, near the prifon, 
where many chriftians and fome new converts reforted to them 
to be inftrucled in the myfteries of faith. After fome time they 
were remanded to a prifon, contiguous to the theatre, which 
had a door into that building, with a fecret entry. They there 
received the crowds that came to vifit them in the night. 

In the mean time, BafTus going out of office at the expiration 
of his term, one Juftin fucceeded him. The chriftians were 
much afilidtcd at this change ; for BafTus often yielded to rca- 
lon, his wile having for fome time worfhipped the true God 
hcrfelf: hut Juftin was a violent man. Zoilus, the mngiftratc 

of the city j 'brought Philip before him, who declared to the 

faint 
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faint the emperour's order, and prefied him to facrifice. Philip 
anfwered: 44 1 am a chriftian, and cannot do what you require. 
" Your commifiion is to punifh our refufal, not to force our 
; <( compliance." Juftin faid : c< You know not the' torments' 
« which lhall be your portion." Philip replied: 64 You may 
« torment, but will not conquer me : no power can induce mc 
" to facrifice." Juftin told him, he ihould be dragged by the 
feet through the Greets of the city, and if he furviveel that pu- 
niftment, fhould be thrown into prifon again to fufFer new tor- 
ments. Philip anfwered : cc God grant it may be fo." Juftin 
commanded the foldiers to tie his feet, and drag him along. 
They dafhed him againft fo many ftones, that he was torn and 
bruifed all over his body. The chriftians carried him in their 
nrms when he was brought back to his dungeon. The enraged 
idolaters had long been in queft: of Sever us, the prieft, who had 
hid himfelf, when infpired by the Holy Ghoft he at length fur- 
rendered himfelf, and was carried before the governour and 
committed to prifon. Hermes was likewife fteady in his exami- 
nation before Juftin, and was treated in the fame manner. The 
three martyrs were kept imprifoned in a bad air feven months, 

• and then removed to Adrianople, where they were confined in 
a private country houfe, till the arrival of the governour. The 
next day holding his court at the Tlocrma^ he caufed Philip to be 
brought before him, and to be beaten with rods till his bowels 
appeared bare. His courage aftonimed the executioners and 
Juftin himfelf, who remanded him to prifon. Hermes was 
examined, and to him all the officers of the court were favour- 
able, becaufe having been formerly decurio or chief magtfiratc 
of the city of Heraclea, he had obliged them all on feveral oc- 
cahons, though he declared in his examinations that he had been 

• a chriftian from his cradle. Pie perfifted in this profeffion, and 
was fent back to prifon, where the holy martyrs joyfully gave 

: thanks to Jefus Chrifl for this beginning of their victory. Phi- 
lip, though of a weak and delicate conflitution, did not feel the 
kail inconvenience. Three days after this Juftin caufed them 
to be brought again before his tribunal, and having in vain 
prcfled Philip to obey the Cmperours, faid to Hermes: ct If the 
approach of death makes this man think life not worth pre- 
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lt ferviiig, do not you be infenHblc to its bleflin^s, and offer 
" facrifice. 99 Hermes replied by Ihcwing the blindnefs and ab- 
funlily of idolatry ; fo that Juftin being enraged, cried out : 
■ ' Thou fpeakeft as if thou would ft fain make me a chriftian. " 
i' Having then advifeel with his alio 'lor and others, he pronounced 
, fmtence in thefe terms : cc We order that Philip and Hermes 
who defpifing the commands of the emperour, have rendered 

diejnfelvcs unworthy of the name of Romans, be burned, 

" that 
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<c that others may learn to obey." They went joyfully to the 
pile. Philip's Feet were fo fore that he could not walk, and 
therefore he was carried to execution. Hermes followed him 
with much difficulty, . being afflicted alfo in his feet ; and he raid 
to him : tc Matter, let us haften to go to our Lord. Why 
" fhould we be concerned about our feet, fince we {hall have 
<c no more occafion for them ?" Then he {aid to the multitude 
that followed them: cc The Lord revealed to me that I mud 
fuffer. While I was afleep, methought I faw a dove as white 
as fnow, wliich entering into the chamber retted on my lvad, 
and defcending upon my breatt, prefented me fome meat 
tc which was very agreeable to the tafte. I knew that it was 
tfc the Lord that called me, and was pleafed to honour me with 
4t 'martyrdom." FIcury remarks, that this delicious meat feems 
to mean the Eucharift, which the martyrs received before the 
combat. When they came to the place of punifhment, the 
executioners, according to cuftom, covered Philip's feet ar.J 
legs with earth up to the knees ; and having tied his hands be- 
hind hib back, nailed them to the pile. They likewife made 
Hermes go down into a ditch, who, fupporting himfelf upon a 
club, becaufe his feet trembled, faid fmiling : cc O demon, thou 
<c - can ft not fuffer me even here." Immediately the execu- 
tioners covered his feet with earth ; but before they lighted the 
fire, he called upon Velogus, achriflian, and faid to htm: 1,4 1 
46 conjure you bv our Saviour Jefus Chrift, tell my ion Philip 
6C from me, to reftore whatever was committed to my charge, 
<c that I mnv incur no fault: even the laws of this world ordain 
cc it. Tell him alfo, that he is young, and mutt get his bread 
by labour, as he has feen mc do ; and behave himfelf well to 
every body." He fpoke of the treafures of the church, or 
of depofits lodged in .his hands. Hermes having fpoken thus, 
his hands were tied behind his back, and fire was fet to the pile. 
The martyrs prai fed, and gave thanks to, God as long as they 
were able to {peak. Their bodies were found entire ; Philip 
having his hands ftretched out as in prayer ; Hermes with a clear 
countenance, only his ear a little blue. Juttin ordered their bo- 
dies to be thrown into the river Hcbrus : but certain citizens of 
Adrianoplc went in boats with nets, and ii/hed them out whiift 
they were entire, and hid them for three days at a place called 
Ogefliron, twelve miles from the city. Scvcrus, the pricft, 
who had been left alone in prifon, being informed of lik:ir mar- 
tyrdom, rejoiced at their glory, and earncttly be fought God not 
to think him unworthy to partake in it, fince he had conlefleu 
his name with them. He was heard, and {tillered martyrdom 
the day after them. The order for burning the Holy Scriptures 
and dell roving the churches, points out the time of their fufttf* 
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in<r to have been after the firft edicts of Dioclefian. The twenty- 
' fircond of October is confecrated in the marty rologies to their 
memory. 

A juft and humble fear, the afliduous practice of penance and 
all other virtues, the moft fervent ufe of the facramertts, prayer 
and meditation on eternal truths, a contempt of the world and 
of the goods and evils of this life, and a conftant attention to 
thofe to come were the weapons with which the martyrs ftood 
always prepared for the combat, and the fource of the courage 
-and ftrength which they obtained of God, and by which they 
triumphed. The fpiritual perfecutions of the world are often 
more dangerous than thofe of the fword, and they corrupt far 
.more fouls. The allurements of pleafure, and riches ; the pomps 
of vanity and the fnares of pride and ambition murder more 
fouls than the Neros and Dioclefians murdered bodies. We 
run into the arms of certain death if we expofe ourfelves to our 
enemies bereft of our Weapons, Conftant watchfulnefs, pe- 
nance, prayer, and the like means above-mentioned are the 
•bucklers with which we muft be always fhielded^ that we may 
be rendered invincible againft the devil- 
On the fame DAV 

SS. Nunilo and Alodia, Virgins and Martyrs, Roderick hav- 
ing dethroned and pulled out the eyes of Vitiza, the Gothick king of 
Spain, and excluded his children from the crown, ufurped himfelf 
the throne in 711. Count Julian, the molt powerful nobleman in 
Spain, and governour of that part which was contiguous to the 
Streights, out of revenge for an infult which Roderick had offered 
his daughter, whom that tyrant had ravifhed, invited the Moors or 
Saracens in Africa into Spain. Moufa, who was governour of thofe 
Saracens, having obtained xthe cpnfent of the caliph Miramo- 
lin, fent lirlt only twelve thoufand men under a general named 
.Tarik, who cafily pofleflcd thcmfelvcs of Mount Calpc, and the 
town Heraclca, which thefe Moors called from that time Gibraltar, 
or, Mount of Tarik, from this general, and the word Gibel, which 
in Arabick lignifics mountain,; whence ./Etna in Sicily was called by 
the Saracens Gibel. Thefe Moors maintained their ground in this 
iortrefs, and being reinforced from Africa defeated the Spaniards in 
Andalufia. King Roderick was no more heard of after this battle ; 
but two hundred years after, his tomb was difcovered in a country 
church in Portugal ; from which circtunftancc it is conjectured that 
-he fled, and hid himfelf in that country . Tarif made himfelf ma- 
flu of Mantefa, Malaga, Murcia, and Toledo the capital of the 
.Gothick empire. Moufa, jealous of his fuccefs, crofted the Streights 
-with another army, took Seville, Merida and other places, and in 
three years time the Moors or Saracens were mailers of all Spain, in 
l [) an d carried away an immenfe booty. A mifunderftanding arifing 
Y°l» IV. £ b "'• between 
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between Tarif and Moufa, they were both recalled by Miramolin 
and Moufa's fon Abdalafifa left governour of Spain, and Seville made 
the capital, though Tarif had refided at Cordova. The Spanilh 
Goths chofePelagius,thefole furviving prince of the blood royal, king 
of Spain in 716, who affembled an army in the mountains of Afturias, 
recovered that country, Galicia and Bifcay, and afterwards Leon ; and 
crofted the Chriftian kingdom called firffc of Afturias, afterward of 
Leon. This prince gave great proofs of his valour and piety ; as 
did his fuccenour, Alphonfus the catholick. The Saracen governour*, 
efpecially the third, called Abderamene ruled with great cruelty, and 
often carried their arms into the fouthern parts of France, but were 
repulfed by Charles Mattel. This governour Abderamene unnamed 
Adahil, in 759, fhook off all dependance upon the fultans of Egypt, 
took the title of king, and fixed his court at Cordova ; and die 
other Moorim governours in Spain imitated his example. After die 
iirft defolation of war many of thefe princes tolerated the Chriftiani 
in their dominions, and allowed them to build new churches and mo- 
naileries under certain conditions, and according to the laws of a 
polity eitablilhed by them. But in the ninth century a moll cruel 
perfecution was raifed at Cordova by king Abderamene the i'econd, 
and his fon Mahomet. 

Among the numberlefs martyrs who in thofe days fealed their fide- 
lity to the law of God with their blood, two holy virgins were moil 
alluftrious. They were fitters, of noble extraction, and their names 
were Nunilo and Alodia. Their father was a Mahometan, and 
their mother a Chriftian, and after the death of her fir A hufnand (he 
was fo unhappy as to take a fecond hufband who was alfo a Mahome- 
tan. Her two daughters, who had been brought up in the Chriftian 
faith, had much to fuffer in the excrcife of their religion from the 
brutality of this ftepfather who was a perfon of high rank in Caftilc. 
They were alfo folicited by many fuitors to marry, but rcfolving to 
ferve God in the flate of holy virginity, they obtained leave to goto 
the houfe of a devout Chriftian aunt, where enjoying an entire li- 
berty as to their devotions, they ftrove to render themfelves every day 
more agreeable to their divine Spoufe. Their fafts were fcrtie, 
and almoft daily, and their devotions were only interrupted by 11c- 
ceftary duties or other good works. The town where they lived, 
named Barbite or Vervete (which feems to be that which is now call- 
ed Caftro Viejo near Najara in Caftilc upon the borders of Navaire) 
being fukject to the Saracens, when the laws of king Abdcramenf; 
werc^publifhcd againft the Chrittians, they were too remarkable by 
their birth and the reputation of their zeal and piety not to be loon 
apprehended by the king's officers. They appeared before the judge 
not only undaunted, but with a holy joy painted on their counte- 
nances. He employed the molt flattering carefTcs and pronnles to 
work them into a compliance : and at length proceeded to rlmffl*- 
When thefe arlilices failed him, he put them into the hands ohiij- 
pious women, hoping thefe inflrumcnts of the devil would be m 
by their crafty addrefs to infmuate themfelves into the hwib « 
the virgins. Dut Clirilt enlightened and protected his fpoiikM lia 
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thofe wicked women after many trials were obliged to declare to the 
judge that nothing could conquer their refolution. He therefore con- 
demned them to be beheaded in their prifon : which was executed on. 
the twenty -fecond of October 851, or according to Morales in 840. 
Their bodies were buried in the fame place : the greateil part of 
their relicks is now kept in the abbey of St. Saviour of Leger in Na- 
varre. Their feitival is celebrated with an extraordinary concourfe 
of people at Huefca in Aragon, and at Bofca, where a portion of 

their relicks is preferved.< See St. Eulogius, Memorial, 1. 2. c. 7. 

Ambr. Morales, in fchol. ad Eulog, p. 286. Mariana &c. 

St. Ferdinand III. king of Caftile and Leon, C. He was eldelr. 
fon to Alphonfus king of Leon, and Berengara of Caftile, filler to 
Blanche, mother of St. Lewis of France. The Chriftians gaining 
advantages over the infidels, erecled feveral fovereign counties or 
principalities which in a ftiort time became kingdoms. Ferdinand 
the great, fon of Sanchez, king of Navarre, was nrlt count, after- 
ward king of Caftile. His fon Henry I. reigned a very fhort time : 
by his death Berengara was called to the crown, which lhe tranf- 
ferred upon her fon Ferdinand furnamed the Saint, who was then 
eighteen years old. By his clemency, prudence, and valour he over- 
came and ftifled all cruel diflenfions and civil wars with which his reign 
had been feveral years diflurbed, and fucceeded his father in the king- 
dom of Leon, to which city the feat of the kingdom of Afturias had 
been removed from Oviedo. Whilft James, king of Aragon, wrefted 
from the Moors the kingdom of Majorca, and that of V alentia, St. 
Ferdinand, who by his extraordinary piety had always heaven in his 
intereft, took Ubeda, Baeza, Jaen and Cordova in 1236, and extin- 
guished the Mooriih kingdoms of Baeza and Cordova. In 1 239, he; 
magnificently founded the univerfity of Salamanca, whither he transfer- 
red the fchools from Palcntia. The Mporifh king of Murcia furren- 
dered to him his capital, and all his dominions, on condition he mould 
be allowed half the revenues of his kingdom during life. The king 
of Granada likewife became tributary to him, received his garrifon 
into his capital, and gave up the cathedral, in which Ferdinand placed 
abifliop. In 1248, after a fiegc of fixtecn months he took Seville, 
the capital of Andalufia. In thefe conquefts it was his only defire to 
makejuftice, piety and religion every where reign. At Seville he 
munificently founded a noble archbilhoprick and canonries ; in other 
cnics he reftored or founded cpifcopal fees, built churches and inona- 
fteries, and omitted nothing that could tend to promote 'the divine 
honour and religion. The churches of Toledo, Burgos and Murcia. 
were particularly indebted to his liberality. Though lie was endowed 
with all the qualities of a great conqueror and wife legiflator, hi* vic- 
tories were chiefly afcribed to his fervent devotion and afliduous pray- 
He carried an image of the bleifcd Virgin always with him in 
ma camp. His fafts were molt auitere, and he was in all things fe- 
vcrc to himfelf, but companionate and mild to all others, always ma- 
er of himfelf and his pailions. He was preparing an expedition 
jpmft the Moors in Africa, when he was taken with his bill licknefs. 
ie received the Viaticum in the moll editing lentiineui? of com- 
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between Tarif and Moufa, they were both recalled by MiramoVm 
and Moufa s fon Abdalafifa left governour of Spain, and Seville made 
the capital, though Tarif had refided at Cordova. The Spanifo 
Goths chofcPelagius,thefole furviving prince of the blood royal, king 
of Spain in 716, who affembled an army in the mountains of Anurias, 
recovered that country, Galicia and Bifcay, and afterwards Leon ; and 
ere&ed the Clmftian kingdom called firit of Aiturias, afterward of 
JLeon. This prince gave great proofs of his valour and piety; as 
did his fucceflour, Alphonfus the catbolick. The Saracen governor, 
cfpecialiy the third, called Abderamene ruled with great cruelty, and 
often carried their arms into the fouthern parts of France, but were 
repulfed by Charles Martel. This governour Abderamene furnamcd 
Adahil, in 759, fhook off all dependance upon the fultans of Egypt, 
took the title of king, and fixed his court at Cordova j and the 
other Moorifli governours in Spain imitated his example. After the 
firft defolation of war many of thefe princes tolerated the Chiiilianj 
in their dominions, and allowed them to build new churches and mo- 
naileries under certain conditions, and according to the laws of a 
polity eftabliflied by them. But in the ninth century a molt cruel 
persecution was raifed at Cordova by king Abderamene the fecond, 
and his fon Mahomet. 

Among the numberlefs martyrs who in thofe days fealed their fide- 
lity to the law of God with their blood, two holy virgins were moll 
allultrious. They were fillers, of noble extraction, and their names 
were Nunilo and Alodia. Their father was a Mahometan, and 
their mother a Chriftian, and after the death of her hrfl hufhand (he 
was fo unhappy as to take a fecond hufhand who was alfo a Mahome- 
tan. Her two daughters, who had been brought up in the Chriftian 
faith, had much to fufter in the exercife of their religion from the 
brutality of this ftepfather who was a perfon of high rank in (Mile. 
They were alfo folicited by many fuitors to marry, but rcfolvingto 
ferve God in the Hate of holy virginity, they obtained leave to goto 
the houfe of a devout Chriftian aunt, where enjoying an entire li- 
berty as to their devotions, they ftroye to render themfelvcs every day 
more agreeable to their divine Spoufe. Their fails were fevcre, 
and aim oft daily, and their devotions were only interrupted bync- 
ccflary duties or other good works. The town where they lived, 
named Barbite or Vervete (which feems to be that which is now call- 
ed Caftro Vicjo near Najara in Caflile upon the borders of Navarre) 
bcint* fu'Sject to the Saracens, when the laws of king AbuVrai« 
\vere°publifhcd again ft the Chriftians, they were too remarkable 
their birth and the reputation of their zeal and piety not to be l<wn 
apprehended by the king's officers. They appeared before the judge 
not only undaunted, but with a holy joy painted on their cmuiitf- 
nances. He employed the molt nattering careflcs and proiuib w 
work them into a compliance : and at length proceeded to threats. 
When thefe artifices failed him, he put them into the hands of im- 
pious women, hoping thefe muniments of the devil would be m 
by their crafty addrefs to infmuafe themfelvcs into the hcaib « 

the virgins. JJlil Chrilt enlightened and protected his fpouio, and 
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thofc wicked women after many trials were obliged to declare to the 
judge that nothing could conquer their refolution. He therefore con- 
demned them to be beheaded in their prifon : which was executed oa 
the twenty-fecond of October 851, or according to Morales in 840. 
Their bodies were buried in the fame place : the greateil part of 
their relicks is now kept in the abbey of St. Saviour of Leger in Na- 
varre. Their feilival is celebrated with an extraordinary concourfe 
of people at Huefca in Aragon, and at Bofca, where a portion of 

their relicks is preferved.- See St. Eulogius, Memorial, 1.2. c. 7. 

Ambr. Morales, in fchoL ad Eulog. p. 286. Mariana &c. 

St. Ferdinand III. king of Caftile and Leon, C. He was eldefl 
fon to Alphonfus king of Leon, and Berengara of Caftile, filler to 
Blanche, mother of St. Lewis of France. The Chriftians gaining 
advantages over the infidels, erected feveral fovereign counties or 
principalities which in a fhort time became kingdoms. Ferdinand 
the great, fon of Sanchez, king of Navarre, was firft count, after- 
^vard king of Caftile. His fon Henry I. reigned a very fhort time : 
- by his death Berengara was called to the crown, which me tranf- 
ferred upon her fon Ferdinand furnamed the Saint, who was then 
eighteen years old. By his clemency, prudence, and valour he over- 
came and ft ifled all cruel diftenfions and civil wars with which his reign 
had been feveral years difturbed, and fucceeded his father in the king- 
dom of Leon, to which city the feat of the kingdom of Afturias had 
been removed from Oviedo. Whilft James, king of Aragon, wrefled 
from the Moors the kingdom of Majorca, and that of Valentia, St. 
Ferdinand, who by his extraordinary piety had always heaven in his 
intercft, took Ubeda, Baeza, Jaen and Cordova in 1236, and extin- 
guilhed the Moorifti kingdoms of Baeza and Cordova. In 1 239, he; 
magnificently founded the univerfity of Salamanca, whither he transfer- 
red the fchools from Palcntia. The Moorifti king of Murcia furren- 
dered to him his capital, and all his dominions, on condition he'ihould 
be allowed half the revenues of his kingdom during life. The king 
of Granada likewife became tributary to him, received his garrifon 
into iiia capital, and gave up the cathedral, in which Ferdinand placed 
abifhop. In 1248, after a fiegc of fixtecn months he took Seville, 
the capital of Andalufta. In thefe conquefts it was his only defire to 
make juftice, piety and religion every where reign. At Seville he 
munificently founded a noble archbiftioprick and canonries j in other 
, cities he rellored or founded cpifcopal fees, built churches and inona- 
ilcnes, and omitted nothing that could tend to promote "the divine 
honour and religion. The churches of Toledo, Burgos and Murcia 
were particularly indebted to his liberality. Though he wan endowed 
With all the qualities of a great conqueror and wife legiilator, hi* vic- 
tories were chiefly afcribed to his fervent devotion and afliduous pray- 
*n. He carried an image of the bleflod Virgin always with him in 
scamp. His fails were molt auitcrc, and he was in all things fe- 
vere to himfelf, but compaflionate and mild to all others, always ma- 
er of himfelf and his paHions. He was preparing an cx\ edition 
"prnlt the Moors in Africa, when lie was taken with hii> lall iicknefs. 
ile received the Viaticum in the molt cdiivinjs lentimeui? of com- 
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pun&ion, love and adoration, being laid on the floor, with a cord 
■about his neck, and pouring forth a flood of tears of tender devotion 
Shortly after he yielded up his foul into the hands of his Creator at 
Seville in 125Z, on the twenty-eighth of May, having reigned in 
Caftile thirty -four years, in Leon twenty-two. His feltival is kept 
* t)n the thirtieth of that month. He was canonized by Clement X.io 
167 1. His body is preferved without any blemiftrof corruption in 

5i rich fhrine in the cathedral at Seville. See Mariana de R, f m 

HifpanitP 1. iz. c 7. 9. 11, 12, 13. 15, 16, 17. I. 13. c. 1,2, 3. 7, 
8. F.Orleans, Hift. de Revolutions d^Efpagnel. 3. t. 1 . p. 488, &c. 

St. Donatus, bifhop of Fiefoli in Tufcany, C. He was a pious 
"and learned Scotifh man wJio going pilgrim to Rome was ifopped 
in Tufcany, and by compulfion made bifhop of Fiefoli in 816: 

which fee he governed with admirable fandtity aud wifdom. See 

his life compiled by Francis Callanius, bifhop of Fiefoli : alfo the Ro- 
man Martyrology on this day. 

St. Mello, called in the Roman Martyrology Melanius, bifhop of 
Rouen, C. Pie is faid to have been a native of Great Britain : his 
■zeal for the faith engaged him in the facred miniftry, and God having 
bJeffcd his labours with wonderful fuccefs he was confecrated rirlt 
bifhop of Rouen in Normandy (a), which fee he is faid to have 
held forty years. In the primitive ages the furprifing light of the 
gofpcl breaking in at once upon minds before clouded with darknefs, 
men were ftartled at fuch great and infinitely important truths, and at 
.the wondrous works and difpenfations of the divine mercy, and the 
Incomprehenfible myfteries of love-: their hearts were filled with a 
contempt anci loathing of earthly things, totally difentanglcd from 
the world, and penfeclly replenifhed with the fpirit of their holy 
faith, of which in our dregs of time fo little marks appear in the lives 
of Chriitians. Hence thole primitive ages produced fo many Taints. 
St. Mello died in peace about the beginning of the fourth age: for 
Avitian his immediate fuccefTour amited at the council of Aries in 
3 14. The relicks of St. Mello were removed to Pontoife for fear of" 
the Normans in 8 So ; and remain there in a collegiate church of 
tvhich he is titular faint or patron. Sec F. Pommeraye, Hi//, iks 

Arcbe-u. de Rouen, p. 44. Ufher, jdntiqu. Brit an. & Stc. Marthc. 
Gallia Chriji. 

St. Mark, bifhop of Jerusalem, C. The apoftle St. James, and 

his brother St. Simeon were the two firfl bifhops of Jcrufalcm : thir- 
teen 



(a) St. Nicafuis, or Nicaife, 
or Nigaife, M. has been thought 
by ionic to have preceded St. 
niello in the fee of Rouen, but 
he feems not to have penetrated 
beyond the river Epte in the pro- 
vince called French Vexin where 
he fullered martyrdom with St. 
Quirinus (or Cerin) St. Scubicu- 

ius, and a woman called St. Pi- 



cntia. He was a holy prieft who 
preached the faith in Gaul about 
the time of the martyrdom of St. 
Dionyfuis of Paris. Sec 1\ Pom- 
meraye, a Pen ed inline monk, My/. 
dt-j yV/v/W. de Rcuen. This faint'* 
name is ufually written Nigaiie 
that lie may not be confounds 

M ich Nicaife of lUicima. 
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teen bifhops who fucceeded them were of the Jewifh nation ; the laft 
called Judas feems to have been crowned with martyrdom among 
the Chriftiaits whom Barchokebas maflacred in 134. The Jews 
having received this Barchokebas as their king and meflias, and 
Voice into a fecond rebellion, the emperour Adrian deftroyed all the 
buildings that had been erefted at Jerufalem fmce Titus, and raifed a 
new city near it which he commanded to be called iElia Capitolina, 
which ever fince the reign of Conftantine the Great has been honour- 
ed with the old name of Jerufalem. The jews being forbid by Adrian 
to come near die place, only Gentile Chriftians could dwell there, 
and Mark was the firir. bifhop chofen from among the Gentiles to 
govern that church. He was a very learned and holy man, and after 

he had fat twenty years is faid to have died a martyr in 156. • 

See Euf. Hi ft. 1. 4. c. 6. Sulpit. Sever. 1. 2. alfo Ufuard and the Ro- 
man Martyrology. 
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St.THEODORET 5 Prieft and Martyr. 

From bis authentick a els mentioned by Sotzomen I. 5. e. 8. and by 
Tbeodcret /. 3. c. 13. publifhed by Mabillon^ Vet. Anakft. 4. 
/». 127. and by Ruinarty Aft. Sine, p. 592. See Bailletp. 355. 

A. D. 362. 

JU LT AN, uncle to the emperour Julian, and likewife an 
apoftatc, was by his nephew made count or governour of 
the Eaft, of which tliftricT: Antioch was the capital. Being in- 
formed that in the trcafury of the chief church of the Catholicks 
there was a great quantity of gold and filver plate, he was deter- 
mined to feize it into his own hands, and publifhed an order by 
which he banifhed the clergy out of the city. Theodoret, a 
zealous priefT, who had been very active during the reign of 
Conilantius in deftroying idols, and in building churches and 
oratories over the relicks of martyrs, was keeper of the facrcd 
veilcls, not oi the great church (then in the hands of Euzoius 
and his Arians (l), but of fome other church of the catholicks) 
refufed to abandon his flock, and continued openly to hold facrcd 
idkmblies with prayers and facrifices. Count Julian commanded 
huii to be apprehended, and brought before him, with his hands 
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bound behind his back. Julian charged him with having thrown 
down the ftatues of the Gods, and built churches in the fore- 
going reign. Theodoret owned he had built churches upon the 
tombs of martyrs, and retorted upon the count that after bavin* 
known the true God he had abandoned his worfhip. The count 
ordered him to be beaten on the foles of his feet, then buffeted 
on his face, and afterward tied to four flakes, and irTetcbed with 
cords and pullies by his legs and arms ; which was done with 
fuch violence that his body feemed extended to the length of 
eight feet. The tyrant jeered him all the time: but the martvr 
exhorted him to acknowledge the true God, and Jefus Chrift 
his Son by whom all things were made. Julian ordered that he 
fhould he tormented on the rack, and when the blood was 
Streaming abundantly from his wounds faid to him : "Iper- 
4C ceivc vou do .not fufficiently feel your torments." The mar- 
tyr replied, fcC I do not feel them, becaufe God is with me." 
Julian can fed lighted matches to be applied to his fides. The 
faint whilft his flefli was burning, and the fat was melting in 
drops, lifted up his eyes to heaven, and prayed that God would 
glorify his name throughout all ages. At thefe words the execu- 
tioners fell on their faces to the ground. The count him felt 
was at fir ft affrighted ; but recovering himfelf he bid them again 
draw near the martyr with their torches. They exctifed them- 
fclves, faying they fa w four angels clothed in white with Theo- 
doret. Julian in a rage ordered them to be thrown into the 
water, and drowned. Theodoret faid to them : cc Go before, 
ct my brethren : I will follow by vanquishing the enemy." The 
count afked him who that enemy was? c< The devil," faid the 
martyr, cc fnr whom you fight. Jefus Chrift, the Saviour of 
<c the world, is he who giveth victory." He then explained 
how God font his Word into the world to clothe himfelf with 
human flefh in the womb of a virgin, and that this God, made 
man, fu fie red freely, and by his fuffcrings merited forusfalva- 
tion. The count in the impotence of his rage, threatened to 
put him inflantly to death. Theodoret declared that was his 
defire, and faid : cc You, Julian, mail die in your bed under 
* c the /harpeft torments: and your matter who hopes to van- 
quifh the Perfians, Shall be himfelf vanquished : an unknown 
fc ' hand fhall bereave him of life : he {hall "return no more to the 
<c - territories of the Romans." The count dictated a Sentence 
by which lie condemned the martyr to be beheaded : which 
he underwent with joy in the year 362. This faint is by 
Some railed Theodore ; at Uzc/, in Languedoc, and at Apt in 
Provence (of both which places he is titular faint and princip.il 
patron) ThcodoiicJc : but his true name is Theodoret. On the 

day of tiie nnu ryuloiu of St. Thcutlorct, the count, according 
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to an order he had received from the emperour, went, and feized 
the effects of the great church of Antioch, having with him Fe- 
Jix count of the largeiles or chief treafurer, and Elpidius, count 
of the private patrimony, that is, Intendant of the demefnes, who 
were alfo apoftates. Felix, as he was viewing the rich and 
magnificent veffels which the emperours Conftantine and Con- 
tfanriushad given to the church, impioufly faid : cc Behold with 
<£ what rich plate the fon of Mary is ferved." Count Julian 
alfo profaned the facred veflels in the moft outragious manner (a), 
arid thefe apoftates made them the fubjecT: of their blafphemies 
and banter. Their impieties did not remain long unpunifhed. 
Count Julian patted the following night with much difquiet, and 
the next morning prefented to the emperour an inventory of 
what he had feized, and informed him of what he had done with 
relation to St. Theodoret. Herein he had no other view than 
to pleafe that prince. But the emperour told him plainly, that 
he approved not his putting any Chriftian to death merely on 
account of his religion, and complained that this would afford 
an occafion to the Galilaeans to write againft him, and to make 
a faint and a martyr of Theodoret. The count, who little ex- 
pected fuch a reception, remained greatly confounded. The 
Icar, with which he was feized, permitted him not to eat much 
at the facrifice, at which he amftcd with the emperour, and he 
retired to his own houfe much troubled in mind, fo that he 
would take no nourishment. That evening he felt a violent 
pain in his bowels, and fell into a grievous and unknown dif- 
cafe. Some of the lower parts of his bowels being corrupted 
he caft out his excrements by his mouth which had uttered fo 
many blafphemies, and the putrificd parts bred fuch a quantity 
of worms that he could not be cleared of them, nor could all 
the art of phyficians give him any relief. They killed a number 
of the choicer! birds which were fought at a great expence, and 
applied them to the parts affected in order to draw out the worm 
hut they crawled the deeper, penetrated into the live flefh. They 
got into his ftomach ; and from time to time came out of 
his mouth. Philoftorgius. fays he remained forty days without 
fpeeeh or fenfe. He then came to himfclf, and bare teftimony 
ol his own impiety, for which he was thus fevcrely punifhed, 
and pre fled his wife to go and pray for him at church, and to 
deli re the prayers of the Chriftians- He intrcatcd the emperour 
to re (lore to the Chriftians the churches which he had taken 
horn them, and to caufc them to be opened. But: he could 
not obtain from him even that favour, and received only this 
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anfwer : " It was not I who fhut them up : and I will give no 
<c orders to have them fet open." The count Tent him word 
that it was for his fake that he had quitted Chriftianity, and 
now perifhed fo miferably. But Julian without fhewing the 
leaft companion, or fearing himfelf the hand of God, fcnt him 
this anfwer : " You have not been faithful to the Gods; and it 
* c is for that you fuffer fuch torments." At length the inv- 
poftumes which fpread very far, and the worms which gnawed 
him continually, reduced him to the utmoft extremity. He 
threw them up without ceafing the three lafl: days of his life, 
with a ftench which he himfelf could not bear. His nephew 
Julian lamented him as little when dead as he had pitied him 
living, and continued to declare, that this calamity befel him 
becaufe he had not been faithful to the gods (3). Felix and 
Elpidius came alfo to miferable ends. The emperour himfelf in 
Perfia, when he was wounded in the fide by an arrow from an 
Unknown hand, is related in the Acls of St. Theodoret, to have 
faid, catting with his hand fome of his blood towards heaven : 
<c Even here, O Galikean, you purfue me. Satiate yourfclf 
<c with my blood, and glory that you have vanquifhed m«\" 
He was carried into a neighbouring village, where he expired ,1 
few hours after, on the 26th of June 363, as the authour of 
thefe acls tells us, who moreover fays, / c We were with him 
*' in the palace at Antioch, and in Perfta." Theodoret and 
Sozomcn agree with him. Philoftorgius fays, that Julian ad- 
dreiTcd the above-mentioned words to the fun, the God of the 
Per/la ns, and that he died blafpheming his own gods. 

With what inexprcflible horrours is the finner feized, when 
he finds himfelf overtaken by divine vengeance, or in the jaws 
of death ! 7n his fbortlived imaginary profperity, it is his flinty 
to forger himfelf : If herein he unhappily fucceeds fo far as to 
arrive at a fpiritual infenflbility, his alarms will be the more 
grievous when his fouj /ha]] be awakened from her lethargy, aiul 
the fooleries which at prefent amufe her and divert her atten- 
tion, fliall have loft their enchanting power. At lea. ft his raw, 
confternation and defpair will but be the more intolerable for 
eternity. The fervant of God finds in his God a folic! com- 
fort in all events, repofing in him a confidence which ^ notIr.ng 
can /bake, and ever rejoicing in his holy will, to which with 
love and afTurance he commits himfelf in life and death. His 
omnipotence ail things obey, and his infinite goodnefs and moll: 
tender mercy are always open and ready to meet us r his fcrvant 
never calls to rrurui or names cither of thefe, or any other attti- 

bute of God without feeling an in, cxpr eft ible intcriour rdidh ' iiu ' 

fciir.- 
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fcntiment of joy and love. In a filial fear, and fincere com- 
punction for his fins he ceafes not with fweet confidence to in- 
voke his God,' his Redeemer, Friend and Protector, begging 
that he exert his omnipotence (which is no where fo wonder- 
fully maniferted as in the pardon of finners) and that he difplay 
his eternal and boundlefs mercy in bringing him to true repent- 
ance and falvation, and that he ordain all things with regard 
to him according to his holy will, and to the greater glory of 
his adorable name. 

On the fame DAY 

* 

St. Rom anus, archbifhop of Rouen, C. He was born of an illu- 
ftrious and virtuous French family, brought up in the practice of 
piety, and placed young in the court of Clotaire II. the third French 
king who was mailer of the whole monarchy- He was referendary 
or chancellor to that prince, when in 626, upon the death of Hi- 
duJphus, he was chofen archbifhop of Rouen, and compelled to re* 
ceive epifcopal confecration. The remains of idolatry in that dio- 
cefs excited his zeal ; he converted the unbelievers, and deftroyed a 
famous temple of Venus at Rouen, and three others in the diocefs 
dedicated to Mercury, Jupiter and "Apollo. Amongft many miracles 
which he wrought, it is related that the Seine having overflowed a 
ronfiderablc part of the city, the faint who happened then to be at 
the court of Dagobert for certain affairs of his church, upon hearin 
this melancholy news, made hafte to comfort and fuccour his af- 
flicted flock ; and kneeling down to pray on the fide of the wa- 
ters with a crucifix in his hand, the water retired gently within 
the banks of the river ( a J. If the.miracles of this holy prelate raife 

our 



(n) The name of St. Roma- 
nia is famous in France, on ac- 
count of an extraordinary privi- 
lege which the mctropolitical 
chapter of Rouen enjoys of re- 
leafing in his honour a prifoncr 
under fen te nee of death for mur- 
der every year on the feaft of the 
AicenJion of our Lord. The 
chapter fends notice to the par- 
liament of Rouen two months 
Wore to Hop the execution of 
criminals till that time: and on 
that da; choofc the prifoner, who 
wing fn-ft condemned to death 
live parliament, then is fet at 
liberty, afliits in carrying the 

mm of St. Komanus » n the 



great proceflion, hears two ex- 
hortations, then is told that in 
honour of St. Romanus he is 
pardoned. After the proceflion 
an high mafs is fung in the mc- 
tropolitical church, by an ancient 
privilege, though it be five or fix 
o'clock in the evening. The 
common people pretend this pri- 
vilege took its rife from St. Ro- 
manus killing a great ferpent 
with the afliilance of a murderer 
whom he took out of the dun- 
geon. But no traces of this (lory 
arc found in any life of this 
faint, or in any writings be- 
fore the latter end of the four- 
teenth century. The figure of ;t 

fcr~ 
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our admiration, the eminent virtues which he praclifed ought itill 
.more to fix our attention. He macerated his body with continual 
aufterities, and after the fatigues of his miniilry patted almoft whole 
nights in prayer. By his indefatigable zeal he banifhed vice and fu- 
perftition, and watched over the fouls of all his flock as over his own. 
He had. difcharged ail the duties of an apoftolick paftor thirteen 
years, when God made known to him that the time was come in 
\vhich he was called to receive his recompence. Romanus, whofc 
whole life had been an earneft preparation for that hour, received 
the fummons with joy ; and redoubling the fervour of his penance, 
prayers and other good works, difpofed himfelf for that happy mo. 
jnent, in which he entered into the joy of his Lord on the twenty- 
third of October 639. St. Owen was his mcceftbur. Romanus was 
interred in the church of St. Godard, one of his predecefibrs : but 
in the eleventh age his body was removed into our Lady's, which 
is the cathedral. The firft fhrine having been impoverimed, the arch- 
bhTiop Rotrou, in 1 1 79, caufed a very rich one to be made, which is 
known by the name of La jiertc-faint-Romain — See Le Cointe Aim.. 
Franc . an. 626. 635. 638. and the life of St. Romanus written in 
Leonine vcrfes by a clergyman or monk of Rouen before the reign 
of Charlemagne, brought to light by the Maurift monks. Martenne 

and Durand, in 171 7 (Tbefaur. Nov. Anecdot, p. 1 65 1 .) This 

poem was compiled from a life of this faint which was more ancient 

(Rivet. Hijl. Lit.. T. 4. p. 73. Contin. T. S. p. 376.) St. Romanus* 

life was again compofed by Gerard, dean of St. Medard's at SoilTor.s 

in the tenth age ; alfo by Fulbert, the learned archdeacon of Rouen, 

in 1091 (not by the fecond Fulbert who flourifhed in 11 30). This 

lafl piece was publiflied by Rigaltius with diflertations and notes. 

St. John Capistran, or of Capiftran, C. John, the father of this 

faint, was a gentleman of Anjou,who going to fervc in the army in the 

kingdom of Naples, fettled at Aquila, and foon after at Capilhan, a 

neighbouring town where he took a young lady to wife. Our faint was 

born at Capiftran in 13$$, and after learning Latin in his own 

country Itudicd the civil and canon law at Perugia, in which faculty 

he commenced dottor with great applaufe. By his fortune and abi- 
lities 



terpen t called G argon ille, feems 
here, as in fomc other towns, 
originally to have been meant 
to rep re fen t fymbollically the de- 
vil overcome by Chrift. The de- 
liverance of the condemed crimi- 
nal' was probably intended for a 
fymbol of the redemption of 
mankind through Chrill. The 
dukes of Normandy granted and 
maintained this privilege ; and 
ir lias been confirmed by feveral 
French kings. ft is called /V/-» 
tv'/rg e tic In Fivrtc ft chnjjt tfe 



St. Rovuiin. Under the French 
kings of the firft" race, frvcral 
holy bifhops were fometimcs al- 
lowed by the kings and govcr- 
nours to fet open prHons. h 1* 
not improbable that from fomc 
fuch action of St. Romanus ilii* 
privilege arofe. Some niodcnvr. 
think it was cflablilhcd in me- 
mory ot' his having miracuiouU 
llnpped the overflowing of 
river : the origin of this }*'«' v} - 
lege has been the fubjecl ol many 
differ unions. 
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litieshe foon made a figure in that city, and one of the principal men 
of the town gave him his daughter in marriage. In ^4 13 a grievous 
diflenfion fell out between the city of Perugia and Ladiflas, king of 
Naples. John ufed his bell endeavours to bring his fellow-citizens 
to a peace, and carried on a negotiation for fome time with fuccefs, 
for which he undertook fome journies. Thofe who were more vio- 
lent in this quarrel, taking it into their heads that he betrayed his citi- 
zens in favour of his former matter, a party belonging to one of 
thefe factions, feized his perfon on the road, and confined him in the 
came of BrufFa, five miles from Perugia. In this prifon he had much 
to fuffer, being loaded with chains, and being allowed no other fub- 
fiflence than bread and water. Seeing himfelf here abandoned by 
king Ladiflas himfelf, and from his own feeling experience medi- 
tating on the inconftancy of human things, and the treachery and 
falfhood of a vain and finful world, he began ferioufly to enter into him- 
felf, and to become a new man. His lady dying in that interval of 
time, he refolved to embrace a penitential ftate in the holy Order of St. 
Francis. Impatient of delays he begged to be immediately admit- 
ted ; but the guardian refufed to fend him the habit whilfl he conti- 
nued a prifoner. He therefore cut his clothes into the lhape of a 
religious habit, and his hair fo as to form a tonfure. Obtaining his 
liberty ihortly after, lie went to Capillran, and felling his cftate with 
part of the price he paid his ranfom, and the remaining part he dif- 
tributcdamong the poor. Then returning to Perugia he took the habit 
in the convent of the Francifcans De Monte at Perugia in 141 5, 
being thirty years old. The guardian who underftood how full he 
had been of a worldly fpirit, the more effectually to try his vocation, 
and to extinguish in him fccular pride and felf-love, ordered him to 
ride on an afs in a ridiculous drefs through all the itreets of Perugia, 
with a paper cap on his head, on which many grievous fins were 
written in capital letters. This muft appear a fevere trial to a man 
of birth and reputation: but fuch was the fervour of the faint in his 
penitential courfe, that it feemeel to coffc him nothing. He was 
moreover twice expelled the convent without any reaibn, and ad- 
mitted again on very hard conditions. The perfect fpirit with which 
he underwent all humiliations and aufteritics that were impofed upon 
him, gave him in a fhort time fo complete a vidory over himfelf, 
that lie never afterward found any difficulty in the fevered: trials* 
Such was his ardour in the pradticc of penance, that to thofe enjoined 
hy his rule or by obedience he added the moil auftcrc voluntary 
mortifications. To prepare himfelf for the firft communion, which 
he made after his general confeflion upon taking the habit, he fpent 
three days in prayer and tears without taking any nourifhmcnt. From 
tiie time that he made his religious profeffion he eat only once a day, 
except m long fatiguing journies, when he took an exceeding final 1 
collation at night, For thirty-fix years he never tafted flem, except 
a very little out of obedience when he was fick. Pope Faif cuius IV 
"avrng commanded him in his old age to cat a little llefh meat, he" 
« *y«i, but took fo very final 1 a quantity that his Holincfs left him the 

imuty 10 ufc Jm pwn dilation. JIc Jlcpt pn the boards, and took 

only 
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only three or fometimes four hours a night for his reft, employing 
the remaining part in prayer and contemplation : which excretes ho 
for many years Teemed never to interrupt but by preaching to the 
people or ftiort neceflary repofe. It would be too long to relate the 
admirable inftances which are recorded of his perfect mortification, 
obedience and humility, and the moft profound fentiment of con- 
tempt of himfelf which made him delight in the meaner! employs, 
His fpirit of compunction and gift of tears aftoniihed and ftrongly 
affected thofe that converted with him. He laid mafs everyday with 
the moll edifying devotion. By his zeal and ardent deiire of the 
glory of God and the falvation of fouls he feemed in his actions and 
preaching another St. Paul. Wherever he came, by his powerful 
words, or rather by that wonderful fpirit of zeal and devotion with 
which he fpoke, he beat down the pride and obiiinacy of hardened 
dinners, filled their fouls with holy fear, and foftened their hearts 
into compunction. At the end of a fermon which he made at 
Aquila againft the vanity, dangers and frequent lins of the world 
with regard to drefs, and amufements, the ladies brought together a 
great quantity of fine handkerchiefs, aprons, artificial heads of 
hair (a), perfumes, cards, dice, and other fuch things, and made of 
them a great bonfire. The fame was done at Nuremberg, Leipfick, 
Frankfort, Magdeburg and feveral other places. He had a fmgular 
talent at reconciling the molt inveterate enemies, and inducing them 
from their hearts to forgive one another. He made peace between 
Alphonfus of Aragon and the city of Aquila; alfo between the fami- 
lies of Oronefi and Lanzieni, and between many cities which were 
at variance, and he appeafed the molt violent feditions. St. Ber- 
nardin of Sienna eftablimed a reformation of the Francifcan Order, 
and was appointed by the general, William of CalTal in 1437, and 
confirmed by pope Eugenius IV. in 1438, the firll vicar-general 
of the Obfervantin or Reformed Francifcans in Italy, in which oflice 
he continued fix years from his nomination by his general in 1437, 
and five from his confirmation by the pope. St. John was twice 
chofen to the fame office, each time for the fpace of three years, and 
exceedingly promoted this reformation. By one fermon which he 
preached on death and the laft judgment in Bohemia, one hundred 
and twenty young men were fo moved, as with great fervour to de- 
vote thcmfelvcs to God in different religious Orders, of which fixry 
embraced his penitential iniUtute. He inherited St. Bernardin's An- 
nular devotion to the holy name of Jefus, and to the glorious Mo- 
ther of God. The marquifatc of Ancona, Apulia, Calabria and 
Naples were the firll theatres of his zeal : he afterward preached 
frequently in Lombard y and the Venetian territories: then in Ha- 
vana, Anuria, Carinthia, Moravia, Bohemia, Poland and Hungary. 

St. John was often employed in important commiflions by the 
popes Martin V. Eugenius IV. Nicholas .V. and Calixtus III. The 
council of Bafil which had been called by Martin V. affembleil m 

July 



{„) Artificial heads pf hair were u fcd by fomc before peruke ^ 
c suite the fafhion. 
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under Eugenius IV. and was in the fir ft feflions approved 



July 143 1 j 

by him, till this pope, allcdging that the place was at too great a di- 
ftancc to fuit the convenience of the Greek emperour and the orien- 
tal prelates, removed it to Ferrara, in 1437 (bj. Thofe prelates 

who 



(b ) The council of Bafil was 
continued eighteen years, lirft at 
Bafii, afterward at Laufanne. Its 
proceedings, in 143 3, concerning 
the Huflites, and fome points of 
ecclefiaftical difcipline were ap- 
proved and* confirmed by pope 
Eugenius IV. and this council is 
allowed to have been legal and 
general in the beginning, fays 
Bellarmin ; moll theologians and 
canonists fay, to the tenth fellion 
held in 1433 ; during this feflion 
the pope by a melfage ordered it 
to be removed ; and from this 
time the fynod refufed to admit 
his legates. By a few French 
theologians (whofe number is ve- 
ry inconfiderable among thofe of 
that nation) it has been efteemed 
legal beyond this term to the 
twenty -fixth feflion, in ^437 ; 
when it was folemnly and finally 
dinolved by a bull of Eugenius, 
and the general council at the fame 
time opened at Ferrara, to which 
Turrecremata, and a confiderable 
part of thofe prelates that were 
aii'unblcd at Bafil, then removed. 
Some, however, ftaid behind, and 
continued their feflions, but from 
this time fchifmatically during 
the forty-five lair feflions . • In the 
thirty-fixth (fchifmatical) feflion, 
anno 1439, lt was decreed, that 
die opinion which aflirms the 
Ahmed Virgin to have been con- 
ceived without original /in, it 
conformable to the catholick 
hiiih, and to be held by alJ ca- 
tholicks. The French 'Pragma- 
tick Sanclion of Charles VII. re- 
lating chiefly to the collation of 
keuuitccu, in l.\$$ t wa& approved 



by the council of Bafil. In the 
thirty-ninth felfion, in 1439, 
Amedeus VII. formerly duke of 
Savoy, was chofen antipope, un- 
der the name of Felix V. This 
prince had governed his flate 
with great prudence and virtue, 
and in 141 6 rlrft erected the 
county of Savoy into a dutchy. 
In 1434, he refigned his domi- 
nions to his two fons, and turn- 
ing hermit, retired to Ripailles, 
a molt pleafant priory and foli- 
tude near the lake of Geneva: 
whence the proverb Faire Ripaille, 
for taking a pleafant country va- 
cation. In 1439, he was pre- 
vailed upon by the fchifmatical 
prelates at Bafil, to receive from 
them a pretended pontificate : 
which he afterward . voluntarily 
refigned, in 1449, . and. : being 
created cardinal by Nicholas 
V. died pioufly at Geneva. 
The prefence of the chief pa- 
triarchs, as principal prelates (at 
leail by their deputies) and of bi- 
fhops from the different kingdoms 
of the catholick church, who rc- 
prefent the body of the firfc pa- 
rlors of the whole church, arc 
conditions neceflary to conllitute 
a general council ; which were 
wanting at Bafil after the tenth 
feflion : thefe were even then 
holding a general council at Flo- 
rence. The confirmation of the 
pope is alio required by moll ca- 
nonilts and theologians to a gene- 
ral council. If doubts arifc, 
whether a council be general, we 
are to con fide r whether it be 
looked upon by the church as 
fiich, and as the reprefeutaiive of 

the 
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who obftinately oppofed this removal proceeded at length to an open 
fchiim. The pope employed St. John in feveral important commif- 
fions to ftem this evil, and many great perfonages, particularly Phi. 
lip, duke of Burgundy," to whom his Holinefs fent the faint for that 
purpofe, were withdrawn by his exhortations from the fchifm. The 
faint was fent Nuncio by the fame pope to the duke of Milan, to 
Charles VII. king of France, and into Sicily, and his endeavour* 
met every where with the delired fuccefs. He was one of the theo- 
logians employed by his Holinefs at the council of Florence in pro- 
moting the union of the Greeks. Certain vagabond friars called 
Frerots and Beroches, the remains of the Fratricelli, whofe herefy 
was condemned by Boniface VIII. and John XXII. in the beginning 
of the fourteenth century, filled the marquifate of Ancona with dt- 
fturbances, till St. John having received a commhTion fromEugenius 
to preach againft them, entirely cleared Italy of that peftilential fedi- 
tious feet. Many parts of Germany being at that time full of dis- 
orders and confufion, the emperour Frederick III. ./Eneas Sylvius, 
legate and biihop of Sienna (afterward pope Pius II.) and Albert, 
duke of Auflria, the emperour's brother, folicited pope Nicholas 
that St. John might be fent into thofe countries, that the force of 
his example, zeal and eloquence might give a check to the overflow- 
ings of vice and herefy. St. John therefore was inverted with the 
authority of apoftolick legate, and attended with one collegue, tra- 
velled by Venice and Friuli into Carinthia, Carniola, Tirol, Bavaria 
and Auftria, preaching every where with incredible fruit. His fermons 
he delivered in Latin, and they were afterward explained by an inter- 
preter to thofe who did not underfland that language. The like blef- 
fings attended his labours in Moravia, Bohemia, Poland and Hun- 



the whole : or whether the whole 
church receives ex poft fafio % as 
they fayj and acquiefces in, its 
dccifions. Thus the frivolous ob- 
jection that the conditions of cer- 
tain councils are ambiguous, falls 
to the ground, and we cannot in 
practice be at a lofs where to fix 
this authority, though this may 
fomctimcs be obfeure till circuru- 
itanccs are cleared up. 

The true general council of 
Florence met firft at Fcrrara, in 
1437 ; and thither John Palaio- 
logus, the Greek emperour with 
hh prelates repaired. After iixtccn 
fcflions, a contagious diftemper 
breaking out at Fcrrara, the coun- 
cil was removed by Engenius IV". 

to Florence, in 1 439, and the fame 



year in the twenty -fifth fefliort 
(which was the tenth that was 
held at Florence) on the fixth of 
July, the Greeks having re- 
nounced their fchifm and crrours, 
(except Mark of Ephefus) the de- 
cree of union was figned. After 
the departure of the Greeks the 
Armenians abjured their herefy, 
and fubferibed a decree of union 
propofed by Eugcnius IV". This 
council hilled three years after 
this, and was at length concluded 
at Rome, in the Lateran palace, 
in 1442. See Nat. Alex. //// 
Sarc. 15. Diff. 8, 9- Miicquer, 

Lc Fcvre in Cont. Floury, T. 22t 
L 3. Oravefon and Leo Allatius, 
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gaiy (c ). He converted in Moravia four thoufand Huflltes. Rocky- 
ikna, the head of that party in Bohemia, invited him to a confe- 
rence ; but king Pogebrack fearing the confcquences of fuch a difpu- 
tation, would not allow him the liberty. St. John was mortified at 
this difappointment, and wrote a book againft Rockyfana (d). It 
would be too long to follow the faint in his progrefles through the 
provinces abovementioned ; alfo, through Brandenburg, Poland and 
Hungary, or to mention the honours with which he was received 
by the electors and other princes, especially the dukes of Bavaria and 
Saxony, the marquefs of Brandenburg, and the emperour himfelf, 
who often aflifted at his fermons. 

Mahomet II. having taken Conftantinople by aflault, on the twen- 
ty -fixth of May, in 1453, pope Nicholas V. fent a com million to St. 
John to exhort the chriftian princes to take up arms to check the pro- 
grcfs of the common enemy : which the faint executed with great 

fuccefs 



(c) Bohemia was at that time 
overrun with the Huflltes, and 
from the year 141 5 had been a 
fcene of blood and tumults. To 
revenge the death of John Hus, 
Ziica (whofe true name was John 
of Trocznou) a veteran general, 
aflVmbled an army of his follow- 
ers, and plundered the whole 
country with unheard of barba- 
rity. After the death of king 
Wcnccflas, in 1417, he oppofed 
the election of Sigifmund, who 
was emperour of Germany, de- 
feated his armies eight times, 
built the itrong fortrefs which he 
called Thabor, amidft waters 
and mountains, and died in 
1424. Sigifmund had made 
peace with him before his death, 
anil at the council of Bafil pro- 
mifed the archbillmprick of 
Prague to John Rockyfana, a 
clergyman, who had been de- 
puted by the HuIIites to the coun- 
cil of IJidil, but who abjured that 
herely, upon condition that the 
laity in Bohemia might he allow- 
ed to communicate in both kinds. 
The deputies of the council of 
»afil, and the caiholick ailembly 
'f Ifclaw, in the diocefs of Ulmuiz, 
111 l 43°» aL\|uielced ; but rcqtiir- 

™ tliii condition, that in cafe of 



fuch a conceffion, the prieft mould 
declare before giving the commu- 
nion in both kinds, that it is an 
errour to believe that Chriit's bo- 
dy or blood is alone under either 
kind. This Rockyfana boggled 
at : nor would the pope ever 
grant him his bulls. His parti- 
fans however, ityled him arch- 
bifhop, and he appeared at their 
head till his death, which hap- 
pened a little before that of 
George Pogebrack, in 147 1 , who 
had been king of Bohemia from 
the year 1458; though fecretly 
a Huflite, he demolifhed the for- 
trefs of Thabor, that it might 
not ferve for a retreat to rebels. 

( d) The chief works of St. 
John Capiftran are, A treatife 071 

the ait t hurt ty of the pope a gain ft 
the council of Bafil ; The m)rrour 
of pricjh ; A Penitential ; On the 
laft judgment ; On Antichrijl and 
the- J pi ritual warfare, with fome 
trails on points of the civil and 
canon law. His books On tha 
conception of the Bhjjvd Fir inn 
Mary; On Chri/Ps paj/ion (on 

which Ice Benedict XIV. de Ca- 
nonisc* Sanil .) ieveral againd Roc- 
kyfana, and the Jlullitcs, cVr. 

have never been printed. 
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fuccefs in feveral affemblies of princes of the empire. Nicholas V. 
dying in 1455, and, Calixtus III. fucceeding in the pontificate 
St. John returned to' Rome to receive the orders of the new p 0 p e . 
His Holinefs appeared more earner!: than his predecefTor had been to 
engage the chriftians to undertake a general expedition againft the 
infidels, who were carrying their victorious arms into the heart of 
Europe (e), and he fent preachers to different parts to excite the 
princes to this war. St. John returned with ample powers to preach 
up the crufade in Germany and Hungary. Mahomet, after the 
taking of Conftantinople, counted the weftern empire as already his 
own, and looked upon himfelf as mafter of all Chrillendom. Not 

doubting 



(e ) The victories of Tamer- 
lane over Bajazet, in 1 399, had 
not fo weakened the Turks, but 
they raifed their heads again in 
the reign of Mahomet I. who 
wrefted from the Venetians feve- 
ral places of which they were 
then poflerled on the coafts of 
Afia Minor, and in Europe ; for 
their dominions at that time ex- 
tended from the Capo d'Iflria to 
the walls of Conftantinople. In 
1420, this conqueror took from 
them Salonica, the capital of Ma- 
<:edon; which the Greek empe- 
rour had given them, becaufe he 
was not in a condition himfelf 
to defend it. Mahomet's two im- 
mediate fuccenburs Amurath II. 
and Mahomet II. were the great- 
er!: conquerors that nation ever 
produced. The former, never- 
thelcfs, met with great checks 
from Hunniades and Scanderbeg. 
Hunniades defeated two armies, 
which he fent to invade Hungary 
in 1 442, and obtained for king 
Ladiflas IV. a good peace. But 
that prince chinking the opportu- 
nity of the crufade favourable, 
broke his treaty by the advice of 
the legate cardinal Julian, on this 
falfe pretence, that the infidels 
never obferved treaties with chri- 
flians, when it feemed their into- 
reft to break them ; as if the- in- 
jullice of others could excufe in 

rhem die fame crimes, In pu- 



nifhment, whilfr. Hunniades rout- 
ed the left wing of the Turks, 
the king, by his own railmefs, 
loft the victory with his life, in 
the plains of Varne, in Bulgary, 
in 1444. Ladiflas V. the Ion of 
Albert of Auftria, a child only 
five years old, being chofen king, 
Hunniades was appointed govern- 
our of the kingdom, which he 
protected by his valour. At the 
fame time reigned in Epirus, the 
famous George Caftriot, calkd 
by the Turks, Scanderbeg, that 
is, Lord Alexander; whopaficd 
his youth among them an hoitage 
from his father in the court of 
Amurath II. His wonderful ex- 
ploits and his victories over the 
numerous armies of Amurath and 
Mahomet II. are as well known 
as the name of king Arthur. See 
his life, wrote by Marin us Bar] ct, 
a co temporary prieft of Epirus ; 
and that compiled In French by 
F. Poncet, Jeiuit, in 1709. Scan- 
derbeg, on his death-bed, in the 
fixty-third year of his age, with 
his children, recommended hi* do- 
minions to the care and protection 
of the Venetians ; but they loon 
after fell into the hands of the 
Turks. Matthias Corvinus, a 
fon of the brave Hunniades, was 
chofen king of Hungary in 
1458, and lb long as he lived, 
defended that kingdom Jroui w 

infold of cue itdidcls. 
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doubting but he fhould foon plant the Ottoman crefcent in the cities 
of Vienna and Rome, he marched his numerous victorious army into 
Hungary, and fat down before Belgrade, on the third of June, in 
u.c6. King Ladiflas V. fled to Vienna ; but John Corvin, com- 
monly called Hunniades(i), the brave Vayvode of Tranfylvania, 
and governour of Hungary, who had fo often beat the Turks under 
Amurath, in Hungary, Tranfylvania and Thrace, aflembled his 
forces with all pofMble expedition, and fent to intrcat St. John Capi- 
Aran to haften the march of forty thoufand crufards, whom he had 
raifed to his afliftance. The Turks covered the Danube with a fleet 




teran troop. , < „ 

or fmali veflTels, which were much lighter and much better command- 
ed than thofe of the infidels, entirely difcomfited them after a moll 
obftinate and bloody engagement, and entered the town, which 
Hands upon the confluence of the Danube and the Save. St. John 
Capiftran attended him, animating the foldiers in the midfl of all 
dangers, holding ill his hands the crofs that he had received from the 
pope. The Turks made fcveral furious affaults upon the town, not- 
with/landing the flaifghter of their braveft men was fo great,' that 
they marched upon heaps of their own dead to the very walls. Thus 
at length they got into the town, and the christians gave way before 
them. All things were defpaired of, when St. John appearing in the 
foremoft rank, with his crofs in his hand, encouraged the foldiers 
to conquer or die martyrs, often crying, with aloud voice : ct Vic- 
" tory, Jefus, victory." The chriftians thus animated cut the infi- 
dels in pieces, threw them down from the ramparts, and drove them 
out of the town. In the fallies which the chriftians made, 
they flew the Turks like Iheep, and on every fide repulfed 
their molt determined and experienced troops. Mahomet, fiufhed 
with conquers and confidence of viclory, became furious, and omit- 
ted nothing after every check to reanimate his troops ; till at 
length having loir, his belt officers and foldiers, and his own 
dcarelt friends, with fixty thoufand foldiers, being himfelf wounded 
flightly in the thigh, and feeing the mattered remains of his great 
and haughty army, which he thought invincible, fo difpirited, that 
he was no longer able cither by promifes or feveriry to make them 
face the chriftians, ftiamcfully raifed the fiegc on the fixth of An- 
gull: and leaving behind him all hi& heavy artillery and baggage, and 
the greatell part of his booty, retreated with precipitation. The 
next year he turned his arms firil again II Trcbk'.onde, and afterward 
againit the Periians : thoii'»h Tome time after he at; a in fell Imon the 
vvciL, \vhen the brave Hunniades was no more. The glor.y of this 
vi&ory is afcribed by hiilorians notices to the zeal, courage and ac- 
Tivity of St, John Capillran than to the conduct of Hunniades. This 
peat prince, who pollbHVd the virtues of a chriilian and all the qua- 
liheatiouh of an accoiupliflicd general, was admirable lor hh furefioht 

iV. C c and 
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and precautions againft all events, for Ms confummate .knowledge of 
all the branches of the complicated art of war, for his undaunted 
courage in dangers, his alacrity, ardour and cool prefcncc of mind 
in adtfon, and his (kill in feizing the happy moments in battle upon 
which the greater! vi&ories depend ; which fkill is fo much the reiult 
of genius, improved by experience and deep reflection, that it may 
be called a kind of inftin&, no lefs than the fkill of able practitioners 
in phyfick in difcerning the fatal, critical moments for applying 
powerful remedies in dangerous difeafes, for ftrengthening nature in 
her efforts, or in checking, diffolving, correcting or expelling mor- 
bid humours, effr, , , r 

It is not, however, detrafting in the leaft from the glory of this 
chriftian hero, to give equal praife to the zeal, activity, addrefr, and 
courage of a religious man, in whofe authority, prudence and faudi- 
ty the foldiers placed an entire confidence. After all it was the finger 
of the Almighty which overthrew Phalanxes that feemed : - 



vincible. God employs fecond caufes, but in them his mercy and 
power are not lefs to be adored. The divine afliftance in this happy 
deliverance was, doubtlefs, obtained by the prayers of the fervants 
of God, efpecially of St. John Capiftran, whofe name was then fa- 
inous for many miracles which had been wrought by him. The 
brave Hunniades was taken ill of a fever, which he contracted by the 
fatigues of this campaign, and died at .Zemplin, on the tenth of 
September, the fame year. When he lay dying, he would abfolute- 
ly rife, and go to church to receive the Viaticum, faying, he could 
not bear the thoughts that the King of kings, mould come to him. 
St. John Capiftran never quilted him during his laft ficknefs, and 
pronounced his funeral fermon. At the news of his death pope Ca- 
lixtus III. wept bitterly, and all Chriftendom was in tears: Mahomet 
himfelf grieved, faying in his boaft, there was no longer any pnnce 



left in the world, whom it would be cither an honour or pleature to 
vanquilh. St. John did not long furvivc him, being feized with a 
fever, incurable diffentery and bloody flux, with the gravel. Wlullt 



he lay lick in his convent at WilLcch, or Vilak, near birnuch, m tn* 
diocefs of Five-Chnrcbcs, he was honoured with the vifits of king 
Ladillas, the queen, and many princes and noblemen. Under nis 
pains he never ceafed praifing and glorifying God ; frequently con- 
feffed his 'fins, and received the Viaticum and cxtremc-untUon >vitu 
many tears. He often repeated that God treated him with too great 
lenity, and would never be laid on a bed, but on the hard iloor. 
In this pofturc he calmly expired on the twenty-third oi Oclooei, m 
1.1 c6, bcinc feventy-one years old. When Willech fell into thw 
hands of the Turks, his body was removed by the friars to another 
town, where the .Lutherans afterward (having plundered the iluincj 
rhr«w it into the Danube. The rclicks were taken out of tlM! uyu 



at Llloc, and are prcferved there to this day. Pope Leo X. fp>»"> 
an oJiice in his honour, to be celebrated at Capiftran, and m tuc m o- 
cefs of Sulmona. The faint was canonized by Alexander Vlli./" 
,690. See his life compiled at length by F. Chriftophei -o M j 

riib, a Milaaefc, a difciple and companion ; and again by o«u * 
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of Verona, another difciple. See alfo the letter of his religious 
companions, containing a relation of his death to Card. ./Eneas Syl- 
vius : Boniinius Dec. 3- 1. 7. iEneas Sylvius* Wft m Boem. c. 65. 
and in Defer. Europe? , c. 8. Gonzaga, in duftraicd ct Argentina 
Provincid, p. 451. F,. Henry Sedulius, /* Hi ft or id Serapbicd^ Jcu S. 
Francifci et aliorum bujus ordinis qui rslati funt inter fan&os. foL 
Antv. 161 1, and F. Wadding's Annals* in eight vols. Frefnoy mi- 
flakes when he fays* WaddingV catalogue of writers makes his eighth 
volume : for there is an eighth volume of his annals printed at Rome* 
Sn 1654, after the others* and very fcarce. 

St. Ignatius, patriarch of Conftantinople, C. The origin of 
the Greek fehifm, commenced by the ufurper Phorius, renders the 
life of this holy prelate an intereiling part of the hiftory of the 
church. His birth was moll: illullrious ; for his mother Procopia was 
daughter to the emperour Nicephorus, and his father Michael, fur- 
named Rangabe, was at firft Curopolatcs, or mailer of the houfholcl to 
the emperour ; and on the death of his father-in law, Nicephorus, who 
was {lain by the Bulgarians, was himfelf raifed to the imperial throne. 
His* piety and mildnefs promifed the greater! happinefs. both to the 
church and ftate ; but this was a blefling of which the fms of the 
people rendered them unworthy. Leo the Armenian, the impious 
and barbarous general of the army, revolting, the good emperour 
to avert the calamity of a civil war, refigned to him the diadem af- 
ter a reign of only one year and nine months. He had then two 
fons living, and two daughters, with whom and his wife he retired 
into the ifles of the Princefles, where they all embraced a monaftick 
ftate. TheophilacTrus* the elder fon, took the name of Euftratus 5 and 
the younger, who is the faint who is here fpoken of, changed his 
former name Nicetas into that of Ignatius : he was at that time four- 
teen years of age; The father was called in religion Athanafiusj 
and furvived thirty-two years* to 845. The new emperour to fe- 
cure to himfelf the dignity which he had got by injuftice and treache- 
ry, parted all his family, banilhing them into feveral iflands and 
keeping them under a ftrift guard ; and the two fons he made 
eunuchs, that they might be rendered incapable of raifing iflue lO 
their family. During the reigns of this Leo, of Michael balb us or 
the Stammerer, and Theophilus, they enjoyed a fweet tranquillity* 
which they confecrated with great fidelity to tiie exercifes of devo- 
tion and penance ; in which by their fervour and love, calm rcfigna- 
tion to all the appointments of heaven, and by the unction of di- 
vine grace; they found more folid plcafure than a court could afford ? 
and by curbing the activity of their defircs, and by the regulation of 
their paflions enjoyed an interiour peace which the whole world could 
not take from them. Ignatius, indeed, underwent a moll fevcrc trial, 
being placed in a mOnaitery which was governed by a furious icono- 
clall abbot, from whom he had daily much to fuller : but this very 
tircumilance became to him a fpur to watchfulncfs, and a continual 
tvccrcifc of patience and other chriitian virtues, by which lie learned, 
daily to die more perfectly to himfelf For it is not the tranquillity of 
momillick folitude, nor a diflance from the buiy fcencs of jthe world, 

Cc 2 but 
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but the mattery over a man's domeftick pafhons, and the govern 
ment of his own heart which is the fource of that peace of znind 
which invites the Holy Ghoft into a foul, and is the greatcft falejfew 
on this fide heaven. So confpicuous was the virtue of our laint that 

• upon the death of his perfecutor he was unanimoufly chofen abbot 
The prudence and meeknefs, zeal and charity with which he govern- 
ed this houfe, and inftrucled and walked before his brethren in the 
paths of evangelical perfection, gained him univerfal love and venc- 

• ration ; and he founded three new monafteries in three little iflands 
and one called St. Michael's, on the continent. In 842, the cmprcft 
Theodora, by the death of her hufband Theophilus, became regent 
for her fon Michael III. a minor, reftored holy images, expelled 
John the Iconoclaft patriarch of Conftantinople, and raifed St. Me 
•thodius to that dignity. After his death, in 826, St. Ignatius, who then 
led a monaftick life in the iuands of Hiatres and Tercbinthus which 
lie had peopled with monks, was dragged out of his fecure haibour 
into the ilormy ocean of the world, and made patriarch. 

His fpirit of mortification, his humility, charity, intrepidity, 8 
zeal and other virtues fhone forth in this publick flation with bright j 
3 afire : but the generous liberty which he ufed in oppofing vice, and | 
reprimanding publick offenders, drew on him fevere perfecufions, the j 
ordinary portion of the elect. Bardas Ca^far, brother to the em- j 
prefs; had a great ihare in the government, for which his great abili- j 
ties would have qualified him if the corruption of his heart had not 
rendered him unfit to be a member of civil fociety, much mere to 
be entrullcd with the care of the republick, and the protection of 
the church and people. For eloquence, he was fuperiour to mod of 
his cotcmporarics ; he was well verfed in all profane literature, and a 
great lover and promoter of learning ; but withal falfe, crafty, cruel and 
io fcandaloufly debauched in his morals, that he put away his lawful 
wife, and incerluoufly took his own daughter-in-law to his bed, with 
whom he was fallen defperatcly in love. The patriarch could not 
bear fuch enormous fcandals, and tenderly exhorted this hardened 
fmner 10 have pity on his own foul. But the miferablc man was lb 
far from giving ear to his charitable admonitions, as impudently to 
prefent himfelf to receive the holy communion in the great church 
on the feaft of the Epiphany. The patriarch refufed to admit him 
to the holy table, and declared him excommunicated. Bardas, dung 
with rcfenimcnt, threatened to flab him : but the prelate remained 
firm, and fet before' his eyes the divine judgments. Bardas took an 
opportunity to feck revenge. The young emperour being hinvfclJ of 
a depraved heart, fullered himfelf to he carried headlong down ik 
precipice of vice ; fo that it was not hard for the wicked uncle, by 
i latter ing his pnfiions, to gain an afcendant over him. Bardas, who 
.for fome time had made it his whole iludy to ruin the pallor of 
Jus foul, fet himfelf i: rXt to remove his mother, who was the 
le'SiretV, of Sr. Ignatius, and moreover Rood in his way, and oiten 
checked his ambitious and wicked dciimis. lie therefore peifijadwMjij 
nephew Michael, that it being time for him now to reign hy lutiHeu, 

he onfcht to fend away his mother and his fillers into fomu nionaIh'«y- 
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The unnatural and ungrateful fon relifhed this , advice, that he rtiight 
be more at liberty to follow his vicious inclinations, lent for the patri- 
arch, and ordered him to cut off the hair of his mother and three fillers 
as a mark of their engaging in a monaftick life. His refufal to com- 
: - niit iuch an unjuft and irreligious aft of violence was reprefented by 
Dardas in the in oft odious colours, and the holy patriarch was charged 
with fomenting rebellions. Michael in the mean time caufed his 
mother and filters to be fhaved, and fhut up in a monaliery : and on 
ti:t* twenty-third of November, by' his order, St. Ignatius, when he 
had been patriarch eleven years, was driven from his fee by Bardas, 
and banilhed to the ifle of Terebinthus, where one of his monafc- 
iL«5 Hood. -All means were ufed to extort from him a refignaticn of 
Lis dignity ; but he refufed by fuch an acl to deliver up his fleck to 
wolves* j nor could his conftancy be moved by artifice;:, prrfualions, 
bates, chains or dungeons. At laft, however, Eardas declared 
j'notius, the eunuch, patriarch, without fo much as the formality of 
an election. This extraordinary man was of high birth, nephew to 
the patriarch Tarafius, and nearly related to the emperour and to 
Uardas . Cscfar. He was a prodigy of genius and. learning, being 
well fkilled in all the profane arts, and not altogether unacquainted 

• with ccclefiafti cal matters, in which alfo, by application .after his 
promotion, he acquired great knowledge. So paifionately fond was 
hoof books, that he often fpent whole nights at his fludics. But he 

. was a meer layman, and had two considerable employments at court, 
hcing Protofpatharius and Protofecretis, that is, mailer of the horfe 
: ' and chief fecrctary to the emperour. His great qualifications were 
debafed by a contaminate depravity of foul ; for he was the moil 
cunning and deceitful of men j and always ready to facrifice every 
thing to an unbounded ambition. He was alfo a fchifmatick, and ad- 
hcred to Gregory Abeftas, bifiiop of Syracufe, in Sicily, who had 
; railed a faction againit St. Ignatius, from the time of his promotion 
to the patriarchate. The faint had endeavoured to reclaim this pre- 
i- late, fparing neither words nor good turns, but in vain; fo that at 
J; Lngth in a council, in 854, he condemned and depoied him for his 
; ciimes.' Photius continued to protccl him, and being nominated pa- 
< tiiarch by Bardas, was ordained bilhop in fix days: on the iirit he 
: was made a monk, on the fecond reader, on the third fubdeacon, on 
the fourth deacon, on the fifth pried, and on the fixth, which was 
' Chriiimas-day, pauiarch. This was done in the year 858. The 
cluvtioti of Pholiws having been made by JBardas alone, noiorioufly 
; agaiull the canons, no biihop could be prevailed upon to ordain hi m 
, till he had gained fonie ol'them by promifnn>; to renounce the f/.hifni, 
which lie had abetted, to embrace the communion of Ignatius, to 
: , now ledge him as lawful patriarch, to honour him as his father, 
\ 't'-'d lo do nothing without Ins coufent. Yet in lefs than two months 
alur hi;, ordination, in contempt of his oaths he pei fecuted molt 
: (, 'ii;i;.iouIly all the clcnjv that adhered to .k-nmiu:;, and caufed fevc- 
., i-'i to he funiriyd or othcrwife tormented. J 11 order to dellroy Jg- 

* l '" : ui',, he jvriuadrd |>ai'd;r,, and through his means the emperour, 
■ ^ e'umvicnce an information a$',ainl! him as having fecixtly eonfpired 
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againft the ftate . CommhTioners were fent to the ifle of Tcrcbin. 
thus, and the Taint's fervants put to the queflion to compel them to 
accufe their mailer : but nothing could be exported from them. 
However, the faint was conveyed to the iuand Hieria, where a 
goat-houfe was his prifon : thence he was removed to Prometa, a 
iuburb, near Cohftantinopie, where two of his teeth were knocked 
out by a blow given him by a captain of the guards, and he whs 
confined in a narrow dungeon with his feet put in the flocks, and 
fattened to two iron bars. Several bUhops of the province of Con- 
ftantinpple aiTembled in the church of Peace in that city, and ex- 
communicated Photius. On the other fide, ph.or.ius, fupported hy 
Bardas, in a council pronounced a fentence of depofition and ex- 
communication againft Ignatius, who, in Auguft 859, with many of 
his adherents, was put on board a veifel, loaded wjth chains, and 
fent to Mirylene, in the iHe pf Lefbos. Photius fent meffengers \vit:\ 
a letter to pope Nicholas I. in which he ftgnified, that Ignatius had 
refigned his fee by reafon of his age and crazinefs, and had with- 
drawn into a monaftery, where he -lived in great efteern with the 
princes and people: that himfelf had been chofen by the metropoli- 
tans, and compelled by the emperour to take upon him that dread- 
ful burdpn, which he hypocritically lamented; \>at begged the pope 
to fend two legates to ratify thefe proceedings, and condemn the ho- 
noclafts (1). The emperour alfo fent an embafTy, confuting of a pa- 
trician and four bimops, on the fame errand, "with rich prefers to 
the church of St. Peter. The pope received no mefTengers from Ig- 
natius, whofe pnemies did not fufFer him to fend any. He therefore 
anfwered thefe letters very cautjoufly, and fent two legates to Con- 
ftantinoplc, Rodoald, biuiop of Porto, and Zachary, bifhop of 
tAnagnia, with orders to decide in council the queftions concerning 
holy images, according to the definitions of the feventh general 
council. But as to the affair of Ignatius and Photius, the legates 
had orders only to take informations, and to fend them to the pope. 
In his anfwer to the emperour, he complains that Ignatius had been 
depofed without confuting the holy fee, and that a layman had been 
chofen againft the canpns. In that to Photius he exprefles his joy 
to find liih confeflion of faith orthodox : but takes notice of the in* 
gularities committed in his elec\ion. In the mean time Ignatius was 
brought back from Mitylcne to the ifle of Terebinthns, about ik 
time that his monallcrics with the neighbouring ifles were all pn:- 
flered, and twenty-three of his domcflicks maflacred by a fl«e*. \\ 
a Scythian nation, called RpfTi, or Ruflians. The pope's two Urates 
|>eing arrived fit Cpnftantjnople, Photius and the cmpcrpur fpuiid 
means to gain them after they had long refilled. 

A fynQd therefore was held' at Conftantinoplc in 86 r , in whiclnlw 
Jcgatcs prevaricating and exceeding their power and c.ommiiiton, 
{St. Ignatius was urijnftly depofed, with much harfh and tyramiiwl 
ufuge, feventy two falfe witiiefies having been heard againft wf% 
who alleged that his election had not been canonical U). & iiei 



(1) Ap. Baron ad an. 859. (a) Cpxic, T. p. izw- K l > 
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this Photius caufed the faint to be fhut up in the fepulchre of Con- 
iiantine- Copronymas which was in the fame church where the counc.T 
had been held : here the prifoner was rnort cruelly beaten and tor- 
merited 1 , kept for a fortnight always Handing, and a whole week 
without meat or fleep. In the weak condition to which he w as 
reduced, Thcodorus, one of the three rufRans that tormented him, 
in order to. compel him to fign his own condemnation, and the re-. 
Agnation of his fee, took his hand by force, and made him fign a 
c'rofs upon a paper which he held. This he carried to Photius, who 
caufed an aft of his renunciation to be written over it. This paper 
PlioCius delivered to the ernperour, who thereupon fent an order Uiat 
.Ignatius mould be releafed, and fuffered to retire to the palace of 
Pofa, his mother's houfe, where he enjoyed a little refpite, and had 
an opportunity of drawing up a petition to the pope. It was figned 
by ten Metropolitans, fifteen bifhops, and an infinite number of 
prierts arid monks. Theognoftus, a monk, archimandrite of Rome, 
and abbot at Conftantinople, was the bearer, and informed the. 
pope of all that had pafTed. 

Photius not thinking himfelf yet fecure, advifed the ernperour to 
caufe Ignatius to read his condemnation in the Ambo or pulpit of the 
church of the apoftles ; then to have his eyes pulled out, and his hand 
cutoff. On Whit-Sunday Ignatius few his houfe on a fudden en- 
compafTed with foldiers 5 and made his efcape only by putting on the 
poor fecular clothes of a Have, and carrying a great pole upon his 
Ihoulders, to which two baikets were hung. In this difguife he went 
out in the night-time, being taken by the guards for a por'cef. He 
walked weeping, and lived a long time fometimes in one i(land > 
fometimcs in another ; often changing his .habitation, and concealing 
himfelf in caves, mountains and defert places, where he lubfilled 
on alms, being reduced to beg, though he was patriarch, and the fon 
of an ernperour. Photius and the ernperour had caufed Uriel, fearch 
to be every where made for him, and the Drongarius or admiral of 
the fleet was fent with fix light vefTels in queft of him. All the 




Drongarius had orders to kill him upon 
the fpot wherever he fhould be found. A terrible earthquake which 
fhook Connantinoplc for forty days together, terrified the citizens, 
who cried out that it was a jufl punifliment for the per fee u lion Ig- 
natius fuffered. The ernperour and Bardas were both alarmed, and 
both fworc publickly, and caufed it to be proclaimed that no harm 
mould be done to Ignatius, and that he might, with fafety return to 
his own monaflery : which he did. The pope after the return of 
his legates, and after he had received the acts of tire pretended coun- 
cil and the informations that were fent him, exprcfled great affliction 
for the prevarication of his legates, and difowned what they had 
dune, declaring he gave .hem no comminion for the depofition of 
%i»uuis, or for the promotion of Photius (3). In his anfvvers to the 

C c 4 ernperour 
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emperour and Photius lie ftrongly fhews that Ignatius was the only 
rightful patriarch, and that Photius's ekaion was every way be. 
gular, nor does he addrefs him otherwife than as a layman. In that 
to the emperour he fays (4), " We have in our hands your letters, 
" as well to Leo our predeceflbr as to us, whereby you gave tefti- 
" mony to the virtue of Ignatius, and the regularity of his or- 
" dination : and now you allege his having ufurped the fee by 
" the fecular power, &c." At the fame time the pope fent a third 
letter, directed to all the faithful in the Eaft, wherein he condemned 
the prevarication of his legates who had aclcd againfl his orders ; 
and directing his words to the three patriarchs of Alexandria, An- 
ticch, and jerufaiem, to the metropolitans and bilhops, he fays: 
tfc We enjoin and order you, by the apoftolical authority, to have the 
" fame ientiments with' us in regard to Ignatius and Photius ; and 
" to publiih this letter in your dioceffe, that it may be known to 
< c all men (5)". Photius, than whom there never was a more dar- 
ing impouor, fupprefled the letter he had received, and forged ano- 
ther in the name of the pope, as if of a later date than the reft, in 
which he intimates the pope to be in his intereft, and to charge Ig- 
natius with having impofed upon him. Euftratus who pretended to 
have brought this letter from Rome, was convicted of the cheat, and 
condemned by Bardas himfelf to be feverely fcourged, notwithftand- 
ing the preiling follicitations of Photius, who for his recompence 
procured him an honourable and lucrative employment. It was af- 
terward affirmed that Photius had contrived this whole cheat. All 
this while he connived at the .impiety of the emperour, who ridi- 
culed the facrcd ceremonies of religion, and mimicked them with 
the companions of his parties of debauchery. Photius affiduoufly 
made his court to the emperour, and eat at his table with thefe facn- 
legious jefters. One of thefe buffoons called Theophilus, ufed to aft 
the part of the patriarch, and others that of the reft of the clergy, 
in a ludicrous manner, which was condemned in the eighth genera! 
council. The emperour rallied Photius for his want of religion, 
faying: "Theophilus (the buffoon) is my patriarch, Photius is Ca> 
" lar's patriarch, and Ignatius is the patriarch of the chriftians." I he 
two wicked princes were foon after cut off like Baltaflar. # Bavdas 
was put to death by the emperour for confpiring againft his life m 
860. Photius having in vain courted the pope to draw him to ms 
fide, rcfolvecl at length to be revenged of him, and having exec- 
rated the impious emperour againft him, with his concurrence, kid 
a council at ConuuiUmople in the fame year 866, in which he pre- 




fublVriptions as of deputies from the other three caller n patnarcl* 
and of about a thoufand bilhops. What' much exafperated ! lw>M- 
was. that the Bulgarians having been lately converted to the U'^ 
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the legates which pope Nicholas had fent among them, rejected the 
chrifm which Photius had confecrated and fent thither, and they made 
a new chrifm to confirm as well the great ^nen as the people of that 

Photius therefore refolved to keep no longer any meafures 



nation. 



with the pope ; but held this pretended fynod againft him ; and when 
it was over, drew up a circular letter which he fent to the other ori- 
ental patriarchs and chief bifhops, in which he trumped up a general 
charge againfl: the Latin church (/?). But he foon after loih both 

his 



(a) Photius at firft commend- 
ed all the do&rine and discipline 
of the Latin church, as is evi- 
dent from his confemon of faith 
in his firft. fynodal letter which 
he wrote to pope Nicholas feven 
years before this ; where he faid 
that each church ought to follow 
i:s own cuftoms, aligning for in- 
ftances the cuftom in the Weft of 
failing on Saturdays, and that a- 
mong the Greeks of permitting 
prielts who were married before 
their ordination to keep their 
wives, which they had praclifed 
Jince their council in Trul/o or 
the Quinifext council, held in 
692, or 707 ; though they never 
allow fuch perfons to be made 
bilhops, or any one to take a wife 

after he is engaged in priefFs Or- 
ders. 

The points which Photius ob- 
jected to the Latins, when, out of 
refentment,andbecaufc they would 
not be gained over to approve 
his crimes, he refolved to keep 
no meafures with them, are fuch 
a;; make it evident he fought only 
to make a breach. In his circular 
letter in 866, he accufes the 
Latins firft of cutting off the 
hrfl week in Lent, and of failing 
»n Saturdays, which the Greeks 
tlo nol, and allowing in it the 
Wing of milk, butter, and checfe: 
teoiully, of rcfufing to admit to 
| hc pneiHiood married men, who 
»ad not by mutual free confenf, 

w Wd to live continent;' third- 



ly, of rejecting chrifm confc cra- 
ted by priefts, and refer ving that 
function to bifhops : fourthly, of 
an errour in faith by teaching, 
and profefiing in the creed, that 
the Holy Ghoft proceeds not from 
the Father alone, but from the 
Father and the Son. On this he 
chiefly enlarges, in a tranfport of 
fury, calling this doctrine the 
height of impiety. Molt of the 
Greek fchifmaticks, by denying 
the proceffion of the Holy Ghoit 
jointly from the Father and the 
Son, have added herefy to their 
fchifm : yet as the reparation be- 
gan by fchifm, this name has 
been chiefly applied to them. 

Upon the death of St. Ignatius 
in 878, Photius with armed men 
took poffeffion of the church of 
St. Sophia ; and the cmperour Ba- 
fil folicited pope John VIII. to 
confent to his reitauration, for 
the good of . peace, and the re- 
union of mens minds. The pope 
affented, on condition he begged 
pardon for his pair, crimes in a 
fynod. His legates prefided in a 
numerous council held at Con- 
Aantinople in 879, which Photius 
called the eighth general council . 
In it the pope's letters to the cm- 
perour and Photius were read ; 
but falfificd by Photius who had 
erafed all his Holinefs faid con- 
cerning Ignatius, and his injunc- 
tion to Photius to ;\tk pardon : 
which paflages were fupplied with 

high commendation y of the cm- 
perour 
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his prote&dr and his ufurped dignity. The emperour who- had liahi 
his uncle Bardas on the twenty -ninth of April, in 866> immediately 

adopted 



ferour and Photius, and the con- 
demnation Of S. Igri&ius's council. 
Jri this fynod the faid council 
Was condemned, and Photius re- 
vered without complyiaig with 
the conditions required. When 
pope John was informed hereof, 
he difowned what his legates had 
done ; and going to the church 
fulminated an excommunication 
a'gainft Photius, depofed- his le- 
gates, arid fent Marin us legate 
into the Eaft, who firenuoufly 
maintained what had been done 
hy pope Nicholas and by the 
eighth council againft Photius. 
This Marinus who fucceeded 
John VIII. in the pontificate, and 
his fucceflburs Adrian III. and 
Stephen V. condemned Photius. 
The letters of this lair, arrived in 
the Eaft after the death of Baiil 
the Macedonian in 886, and were 
delivered to his fon and fucceffour 
Leo the Wife, who immediately 
turned out Photius, and baniihed 
him into a monaftcry in Arme- 
nia, where he died after having 
lived thirty years -in fchifrm The 
Greek fchifmaticks fubftitute this 
falfe fy nod for the eighth gene- 
ral council : to much fome 
proteftants with the learned 
hi (hop Beveredge, in' his edition 
of the canons of the Greek 
church, willingly fubferibe ; 
though the chief articles of 
protcilantii-'m were as certainly 
condemned by the Greeks and 
their fy nods in that age as by the 
popes. Againft the Jconoclarts 
no Arongcr decrees could be 
framed than thofe of Photius 

;i ml of the Greek councils of 



Photius's extenfive and pro- 
found learning, the finen'els of 
his wit, and iome degree of de- 
licacy of ftyle are confpicuous irr 
his two hundred and forty -eight 
letters, tranfiated by bifhop Mon- 
tague, and printed at London in 
1651 ; in his theological trafls 
(publilhed in the additional fifth 
tome of Canifius, and in F.Com- 
bens's . laft edition to the Biblig. 

the ca Pat rum ) ; in his Nomoranon y 

which is an excellent methodical 
collection of the canons of coun- 
cils-, canonical epiftles, arid fome 
imperial laws concerning ecdefi- 
aftical matters : but chiefly in his 
Library, in which work, without 
obferving any method or order, 
either of matter or time, he has 
left us abfcra&s of two hundred 
and feventv-nine volumes of an- 
cient authors of all kinds, many 
of which are not now extant. In 
the frirft part of this work he fcts 
down only the general argu- 
ments, or heads of books, with 
moft judicious cenfures upon the 
character and ftyle of the writers. 
Towards the end his abftrafts are 
long, he omits choice reflection', 
and falls fhort in exa&ncfs. This 
was compofed at the requefl: of 
his brother Tarafius, when he 
was yet a layman, in a publick 
employment in AH'yria. Jt mull, 
however, be owned that the fiyle 
of Photius is not altogether clear 
from the faults of the age in 
which he lived. The Greeks 
who wrote after Bardas Cii'fur 
had revived the tafte of polite 
literal u re ( which wars and revo- 
lutions had impaired) but did not 

come up to a clailical fmo'>t»; 
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adopted and declared mailer of the offices, Bafrl the Macedonian, a 
foicher of fortune who had a- great fhare in the death of Lardas. 
And as Iviichael wanted both application and capacity for bufmefs, 
and could not do without another to govern for him, he foon after 
-uibciated this Bafjl with him in the empire,, and had hjm crowned in 
the church of St. Sophia on the 26th oi May. But feeking foon after 
to depofe him again, he was murdered by his- guards while he was 
drunk, in September 867. 

The emperour Bahl no fooner faw hirrrfelf at liberty and matter of 
affairs, but the very next day he banifhedPhotius into the ifle of Scepe, 
and honourably reftored St. Ignatius ; who was conducted with great, 
pomp to the imperial city, and reinftated in the patriarchal chair on 
the third of November, in 867, after a banifhment of nine years. Jf 
pride makes men haughty and infolent, or fond of themfelves an4 
of the elteem of others in profperity, it leaves them pufillanimous, 
abject and fawning in adverfity. But he who is matter of himfelfi 
and his pafiions, is the fanie in all- viciffitudes : his heart under the 

Heady 



nc(s and elegance. Their flyle is 

declamatory, difFufive, and full 
of fcudied or (trained figures, 
\vhich arc like the irregular or- 
naments with which Gothick 
buildings are loaded, and which 
to a true tafte appear monftrous 
or ridiculous when compared 
with the beautiful fimplicky of 
nature. This we may obferve in 
the bell Greek writers of that 
epoch : as in the works of the 
emperour Leo the Wife or the 
phiiofopher, who wrote panegy- 
ricks on St. Chrylbftom and St. 
Nicholas, and fermons on the 
chief fcalb, of which fome wo 
published by Combefis ( Auclar. 
ihbLPtrtr.) Grctfer,&c. Others 
ate preferred in MSS. in the Va- 
tican and other libraries, with 



Greek empire in the middle 
ages. Neverthelefs, the flyle of 
Nicetas David in that age is- 
very good, and free from thofe 
blemiuhes : neither are they very 
remarkable in that of Photius ; 
but the Latin tranflation is very 
inaccurate, though it bears the 
name of the learned Jefuit F. 
Andrew Scot. A complete cdi- 
dicion of all his works is much 
wanted, many, faid to be ufeful, 
being only extant in MSS. 

After die expullion of Photius, 
the harmony was reftored be- 
tween the Latin and Greek 
churches for feventy years ; tho* 
in fevcral instances the Greeks 
betrayed a rancour, and it ap- 
peared that the Latins were hated 
and flighted by them. In 1053, 



Vy precepts, riddles (or my lie- the great fchifm was renewed by 
I'joab layings), Gonilifutions and Michael Ccrularius, who found- 
i a-' iicl;;;, or treatifc on the manner cd his reparation upon the moll 



Pi longing an army in batalja. 
'flie faille faults in a left degree 
d< -predate the vqlurnjnous. writr 
XV> V <>f this Leo's fqn, the cix\- 
|h Ytmv Confbintinc Porphyrq- 
^veid, though moft ufcfuV in 
h m m us an exact knowledge of 
l H* y-oy-aphy, and ll t ate of thej 



cd his reparation upon the moll 
frivolous pretences and notorious 
(landers imaginable.: but added, 
that if thel'c objections were an- 
swered, he would make a thou- 
sand others : which words (hew 
a refolution bent obllinately to 

form a fcliifiu $tf all rates, 
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ftcady influence of reafon and virtue is neither darkened with clouds 
nor agitated by violent ftorms:, butpreferves itfelf in an even Hate 
of tranquillity by a noble firmnefs which it derives from an 
intcriour fentiment of religion. Such was the character" of this faint 
who appeared not lefs magnanimous in the greateft difgraces, than 
humble amidit honours and applaufe. Having recovered his dig- 
nity he folic i ted the emperour and . the pope that a general coun- 
cil might be called This was held at Conitantinople in the church 
of St. Sophia, in 869, and is called the eighth. The legates of pope 
Adrian II. who had lucceeded Nicholas in 867, prefided. The coun- 
cil held by Photius was here condemned : that fchilmatick himfclf 
after a long hearing was excommunicated, and thofe who had ad- 
hered to him, were, upon confeiTmg their fault, admitted to penance. 
Nicetas relates that among Photius's archives which the emperour had 
feized, were found in lacks fealed with lead, two books in purple 
covers adorned with gold and filvcr, the infide being curioufly writ- 
ten in fair characters- with marks that they might appear ancient 
"when they mould be found by pofcerky. In the one were contained 
forged Acls of a pretended council againft Ignatius (which never 
was held): in the other was a fynodal letter againft pope Nicholas*, 
both full of outragious danders and invectives. Photius was baniih- 
ed by the emperour ; but eight years after this, by drawing a pedi- 
gree of that prince from Tiridatcs, king of Armenia, and certain 
old Thracian heroes? he plcafcd his vanity, and prevailed to be al- 
lowed to return to Connantinople, and to abide in his palace of Mag- 
naurus. St. Ignatius applied himfelf to his paftoral functions with io 
much prudence, charily, zeal and vigilance as {hewed his {anility 
and experience were much improved by his fufferings. He died on 
the twenty -third of October, in the year 878, being near fourfcore 
years old. Ris body, inclofed in a wooden'coffin, was carried to 
the church of St. Sophia, where the ufual prayers were offered for 
his foul. It was then removed to St. Mennas's, where two women 
poifeffcdby devils were delivered in the prefenceof thefe relicks. They 
were depofitcd in the church of St. Michael which he had built near 
the Bofphorus, not far from the city. Both Latins and Greeks keep 
his feftival on the day of his death.' — See his life written by the elegant 
Nicctas David, bilhop of Paphlagonia, afterward of Co nftant atopic, 
who knew bim : alfo Zonaras, Cedrenus, the eighth tome of the 
co- ncii., Nat. Alexander dtjf. 4. in Jar. 9 W 10, and cfpccially Ua- 
ronius wi>h notes and amendments, in the new edition pubiilhul 
by Voturiiii at Lucca. 

St. SfcvuR in, archbifliop of Cologn, C. Misname is famous in ' 
the imnul'j of the church : by his learning and /,cal not only ins own 
dioccOi, but alio that of Tongres was purged from the venom of the 
Avian herefy about the year 390. St. Gregory of Tours tell:; u> 
thai St. Sevcrin knew by revelat ion the death- and glory of St. Mar- 
tin at the time of his departure. He led an angelical life, autldiui 
loon after St. Martin, in 400. II is life wrote by Fort u nam:., men- 
tioned by St. Gregory of Tours is the bell. Sec St. Cre^. ^ 

'l.'ours l>c Gtor. co»j\ c. 45, 6c 1. 8. Mirac 6\ Martin, c. 4. 

Mi 



Ofl\ 24. 



St. P RO CLUS, C. 



2 



St. Severin, in French Sur in, of Bourdeaux, governed that church 
under St. Amand, the bifhop, and is honoured there as patron. He 
is faid to have been the archbifhop of Cologn, who refigning than 
fee retired to Bourdeaux, his native city : though fome writers diftin- 
guifli them, and think the latter came to Bourdeaux from fome 
other part of the world. 
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St. PROCLUS, Archbiftiop of Con- 

ftantinople, ConfefTor. 

From bis writ i figs, Libc7*cii?is 0 c. 10. Socrates, I. 7. r. 2S. 41. 
45. Chrotu PafcbaL Marcellin. in cbron. Esfc. Sec Orfi^ t. 13 
14. 

A. D. 447. 

ST. PROCLUS was a native of Constantinople, and was 
very young when he was made a Reader of that church. 
7'hc fervice of the church did not hinder him from clofciv fol- 
lowing hisftudies, and he was fome time adifciple of St. Chry- 
foftom, and his fecretary. Atticus ordained him deacon and prie'L 
After his death many pitched upon Proclus ns the iltreft pcrfon 
to be placed in that important' fee : but Sifinnius was chofen, who 
ordained Proclus archbifhop of Cyzicus, metropolis of the Hel- 
lefpont. The inhabitants of that city being unwilling to acknow- 
ledge the jurifdiclion of the bifhop of Constantinople, refufed to 
receive him, and chofe Dalmatius, a monk. Proclus therefore 
continued at Constantinople, where, he got a great reputation 
by his preaching. Upon the demifc of Sifinnius, in 427, many 
again caft their eyes upon him as the mod: worthy of that digni- 
ty : but others alleged that he had been chofen bifhop of ano- 
ther fee, and that tranflations were forbid by the canons. Nc- 
ftorius, who was raifed to that dignity, advanced his errours at 
firft covertly, but at length openly. St. Proclus couragioully 
maintained the truth again it him, and, in 429, preached a Sermon 
(which is the fir ft among his printed homilies) to Shew that tin; 
Jllefled Virgin ought to he fly led the Mother of God. Ncftoiius 
who was prefent, publickly contradicted him in the church. 
When that herefiarch was elepofed in 451, Maximian was chofen 
t0 Succeed him, ihofe that were for St. Proclus being overruled 
the abovcincnuoned exception,: but af to: iViaximian's death 

in 
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in 4.34, this faint who had jiever been #ble &> take poffeffion of 
the fee of Cyzicus, was promoted to that of Constantinople 
The mildnefs- with which he treated even it he moil obftinate 
among the Neftorians, Arians and other hereticks, was a dif- 
tinguifhing part of his character (i ) ; though he ftrenuoufly fup* 
ported the catholick faith 9 and kept a correfpondence, and lived 
in clofe union and friendfhip with the pope, St. Cyril of Alex- 
andria and John of Antioch. The Armenian bifhops confulted 
him about the doctrine and writings of Theodorus, bifhop of 
jMopfueftia, who was then dead, and whofe name was in repu- 
tation in thofe parts. St. Proclus anfwered them in 436, by his 
Tome to the Armenians, which is the moft famous of his writ* 
ings. In it he condemned die doctrine mentioned as favourinc 
of Neftorianifm, and expounded the article of the incarnation: 
without naming Theodoras who was dead in the communion 
of the church, he exhorted them to adhere to the doctrine ot St. 
Bafil and St. Gregory Nazianzen, whofe names and works were 
in particular veneration among them. Others carried on this 
conteft with greater warmth 5 and feme would needs have had 
the names of Theodorus, Theodoret and Ibas condemned: 
which was the origin of the difpute of the Three Chapters. 
John of Antioch wrote to St. -Proclus in the fame year 436, 
againft the do&rine of fome who feemed to him to confound 
the two natures in Chrift : which errour was foon after openly 
advanced by Eutyches. The letters of St. Proclus which arc 
extant, regard chiefly the difputes of that age concerning the 
incarnation : and of the twenty homilies of this father, which 
were publifhed at Rome by Riccardi in 1630, and by F. Com- 
befis (2) : the laft is a fragment of a fermo.n in praife of St. 
Chryfoftom ; the firft, fifth, and fixth, are upon the hie fled 
Virgin Mary, whofe title of Mother cf God he juflly extols ; 
the rcjft turn chiefly upon the myfteries of Chrift, and principal 
feftivals of the year. The flyle of this father is concife, fen ten ti- 
ous, and full of lively witty turns, more proper to plcafc and 
delight than to move the heart. This fort of competition re- 
quires much pains and ftudy 5 and though this father was rjnigbty 
fuccefsful in this way, is not to be compared to the eafy natu- 
ral gravity of St. Bafil, or the fweet ftyle of St. Chi)foOom. 
The firft part of the year 447 is - memorable for a dreadful 
earthquake which was felt from place to place during fix months 
in divers parts of Egypt and the Eaft, especially near the H el- 
lefpont, v and in Bithynia, in Phrvgia and at Antioch in Syria, 
The earth (hook like a fhip abandoned to the mercy of the 
winds, and tolled by the fury of waves worked up by a. ftornij- 



(i) Socrat. 1. 7. c. 41 , 42. 



(2) In Auftar. Bibl. Patr. 
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Amidft the ruins pf many ftately buildings men ca& tp .and fro 
almoft n'iftna&ed with fear and Jhorrpur, not being able to find 
anyplace of refuge or Security, -At Conftantinople .the inhabi- 
tants wandered in the -fields.; and with the reft the emperpur 
Theodofius the younger, and all his courtiers. St. Pr.celus with 
his clergy followed his fcattered flock;, and ceafed not to com- 
fort and exhort them amidft their afHi&ions, and to implore 
the divine mercy with them. The people continually anfwered 
by a triple repetition of this prayer : <c Have mercy on us, O 
" Lord." Theophanes (3) and other Greek hiftorians tell us 
that a child was taken up into the air," and heard angels ling- 
ing the Trifagion, or triple doxology ; which gave o.ccafion to 
gt. Proclus to teach the people to fing it in thefe words ; 
" Holy God, holy, ftrong, holy immortal, have mercy 
" on us." It is at leaft agreed that St. Proclus with the people 
ufed this prayer, and that thereupon the earthquakes ceafed. 
This Trifagion was inferted by him in the divine office, which 
the Greek church ufes to this day (a). The .hereticks in the 

•Eaft 

(3) Chron. p. 64. 



(a) The Trifagion or $arMns 
fung in the preface of the mafs 
is of much greater • antiquity. 
The cheruhims were heard by 
Ifaias thrice repeating Holy, Hcly, 
Hcly, and by this doxology praifing 
fn heaven the Strong and Immor- 
tal who fubfifts one God ever 
adorable in three perfons. (Ha. 
vi ) It is from heaven that the 
church has borrowed this hymn, 
where St. John atfiires us that the 
faints fing it for all eternity. 
(Apoc. iv. 8.) The Preface and 
fancius occur in all the moil anci- 
ent liturgies,and arc mentioned by 

Tertullian (/. de Oral,) St. Cy- 
prian (I.Je Orat. Domin.) St, Cy- 
ril of Jerufalcm [Cntcch. MyjL 5.) 
the Apoftolick Co.nltitutions (i. 
5. c. .16.) St. Dionyfius (Hirrar. 
^cl. c. 3.) St. Gregory of 

MytVu (Or. <lc 

St. Chryioflom {Horn. 14 /// JipL 
u ) '« Mat. the $<iavi/ms/t<ir 

ria of Grinfuti cmd St. Gregory, 
An .t/ltjiui the Si unite {rd. 



Combcfs) &c. See Dorm Claude 

de Vert, Ex-plic. <hs Ceremonies de 

rEglifcy T. 1 p. j 1 8. and F.Le 

Brun, Explic. des Ceremonies de la 

Mrjfe, T. i. p. 384. 400. Cer- 
tain modern Greeks fay St. Pro- 
clus made fome alterations in 
certain parts of the liturgy, which 
St. Chryfoftom is mid in the Me- 
naru to have abridged or reviled, 
and which bears to this day the 
name of that father, and is cer- 
tainly the ancient liturgy of the 
church of Conftantinoplc. By 
the authority and means of the 
patriarchs of this fee, it ,is long 
iince received in general ufc in 
the whole Greek church, .except 
that on certain fcllivals the litur- 
gy of St. .Balil which has longer 
collects for thole day;;, is made 
ufc of; and the liturgy of St. 
James is llill tiled on certain 
.days, though very rarely, in the 
church of Jerufalcm, ol which ic 
was certainly the ancient liturgy ; 
on which .account ic bears die 

juune 



3 88 St. PROCLU S, C. Oft. 24 ; 

Eaft by various additions to this Tri fag/on corrupted thefenfeby 
their errours. Peter Fullo, the Eutychian patriarch of An- 
tioch, referring the whole Trifagion to Chrift alone, added thefe 
words : cc Who fuffered for us," meaning that there was but 
one perfon in Chrift, and that his divinity itfelf fuffered. Other 
hereticks corrupted it divers ways. Several catholicks under- 
stood the whole of Chrift : which is arbitrary, though by the 
church it is meant of God in three perfons s as St. Ambrofe 
obfer.ves \ but prayers directed immediately to any of the three 
perfons are addrefled to the Trinity, all the perfons being one 
God. To curb the^ rafhnefs of hereticks it was forbid in the 
council in Tndlo 9 in 692, to make any addition to the trifa- 
gion (4). The Orientals afcribe to St. Proclus the laft rcvifion 
of the liturgies both of St. Chryfoftom (or of the church of 
Conftantinople) and of St. James (or of the church of Jerufa- 
lem). Our faint is ftyled by St. Cyril, cc A man full of piety, 
cc perfectly fkillecl in ecclefiaftical difcipline, and a ftricl: obferver 
<c of the canons." Pope Sixtus III. gives him the like praifes, 
and Vigilius (5) calls him the moft learned of prelates. St. 
Proclus died on the twenty-fourth of October, in 44.7, the fame 
year in which the earthquakes had happened. His name is 
placed in the Greek Menologies, and in the Mufcovite calen- 
dar (6). 

How many great, how many learned, how many once holy 

men have with Neftorius fuffered fhipwreck before the end of 

their courfe ? At the fight of fuch examples who does not 

tremble for himfelf ? If we know ourfelves, we fhall be per* 

fuaded that no one is weaker and frailer than we are. Can 

any creature be more unworthy of the divine mercy than we 

who 



(4) Cone, in Trull, c. 3. (5) St. Ambr. I.3. de Spir. Sanft. 

c. 18. (6) See Jof. Aflemani. in Calcnd. Univ. T.6. p.317. 

and 368. 



name of St. James who was the 
firft bifhop of that fee. It agrees 
with that explained by St. Cyril 
of Jerufalem, except in a few 
flight things, which differences 
iecm introduced fmce that father's 
lime. The only alteration which 
St. Proclus feems to have intro- 
duced in the liturgies of Conftan- 
tinople, adopted into that of Jc- 
Tuialein, fconis to be the addition 
of the Trifagion, not a:; moll wri- 
ters ruiftake, that commonly cal* 



led the SavSius in the preface, as 
appears from what is faid above'} 
but another which the Greeks 
have adopted, and prefixed to the 
lectures of the gofpcl, and which 
confills in thefe words : " Jgh* 

" O Thcos, agios ifebyros, ogiot 
ct athanatos* rleifon imas? " Ho- 

« ly God, holy ilrong, holjr 
" immortal, have mercy on us. 

See Le Brim, T. 2. p. 35*- and 
396, alfo T. 3. and Renault, 

Goar, &c. 



; 0^ 24." St. FELIX, B. M. 3 3 9 

who have repaid the greateft graces and favours with conti- 
nual*floth and the bafeft infidelities? When therefore we read 

; 0 f the fall or fins of others, we ought to turn our eves 
upon ourfelves ; to adore the divine mercy which has frill borne 
with us, and is yet ready with ftretchcd forth arms to embrace; 

« us: to (hake off our accurfed iloth in the practice of virtue* 
enter upon a fervent penitential life, and without ceafing call 
upon God in fear and humility. He is cur ftrength and Tup- 
port, who is almighty and rnoft willing and defirous to favc us, 
if our wilful wretchednefs and pride Hand not in the way. He 
alone can effectually remove thefe obftacley : humble prayer and 
compunction will not fail to obtain this conflant grace. To 

neglect thefe means is to perifh. 

i 

On the fame DAY 

St. Felix, B. M. In the beginning of Dioclcfiai-Ts persecution, 
great numbers among the chriftians had the weaknefs to deliver up 
the facred books into the hands of the perfecutors that they mighfc 
be burnt. Many even fought by falfe pretences to extenuate or ex- 
cufe the enormity of this crime, as if it ever could be lawful to 
. concur to a facrilegious or impious action. Felix, bifhop of Thi- 
bara, in the proconfular Africa, was fo far from being carried away 
by the torrent, that the fcandals and falls of others were to him a 
( fpur to greater fear, watch fulnefs, conftancy and fortitude. Mag- 
v nilian, curator or civil magiftrate of that city, caufed him to be 
apprehended, and commanded him to give up all books and writings 
belonging to his church that they might be burnt. The martyr re- 

• plied, it was better he himfelf Ihould be burnt. This magiftrate 
lent him to the proconful at Carthage, by whom he was delivered 
over to the prefect of the Prsetorium who was then in Africa. This 

: fuprcmc officer, offended at his bold and generous confefr.on, corn- 
s' maiulcd him to be loaded with heavier bofts and irons, and after lie 
, bad kept him nine days in a clofe dungeon, to be put on board a 
: vefl'el, faying he Ihould ftand his trial before the emperour. The bi- 
miop lay under the hatches in the fhip between the horfes feet four 
■days, without eating or drinking. The vcflel arrived at Agrigentum 
in Sicily, and the faint was treated with great honour by the chri- 

• mans of that ifland in all the cities through which he patted. When 
. the prefect had brought him as far as Venoia in Apulia, he ordered 

• lus irons to be knocked oiF, and put to him J>gain the murdering 
j qnettjoiis, whether he had the fcriptures, and refilled to deliver them 
i' U P • The martyr would not purchale life with the lenll untruth, and 
) milv j crcd > that he could not deny but he had the books, but that he 
\ V'oukl never give them up. The prefect without more ado condemn - 
[ C|l him to be beheaded. At t he place of execution he eheerfully 
! yf*) for all his mercies, and bowiii"; down his head offered 
ji J" 1 l l a fac «ficc to him who lives for ever/ 'in .V j. He was itfiy- 
k lx J' c:irs °ld, and at hit, death declared that he had always prefer ved 

V(JL - iv. a hi* 
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his virginity unfpotted, and had zealoufly preached Chrift and hk 

truth.- See his genuine a£ls in Baronius and Ruinart, p. 35* 

On St. Magloire fee July 28. 




OCTOBER 25. 

SS.CHRYS ANTHU S and DARI A, 

Martyrs* 

'See yof. Ajfemani, in Gal. UniverfaT. 6. p. X93, and Falconlm, 
comment, ad tab. Ruthcnas Capponianas, p. 79, ad 19 Martij, 
Their afis in Mctaphrajles^ Lipo?nanus and Surius are of n% 
authority. 

In the third century. 

CBRYS ANTHUS and DARI A were ftrangers who came from 
the Eaft to Rome, the firft From Alexandria, the fecond 
from Athens, as the Greeks tell us in th e i r Men&a . They add, 
that Chryfanthus after having been efpoufed to Daria, perfuaded 
her to prefer a fiatc of perpetual virginity to that of marriage, 
that they might more eafily with perfect purity of heart trample 
the world under their feet, and accomplifh the folemn confecni- 
tion they had made of themfelves to Chrift in baptifm. The 
*zeal with which they profefTed the faith of Chrift diftinguifhed 
.them in the eyes of the idolaters : they were accufed ; and af- 
ter fufrcring many torments finiflicd their courfe by a glorious 
martyrdom, according to their a£ts in the reign of Numerian; 
Baillet thinks rather in the perfecution of Valerian, in 237. Se- 



veral others who by the example of their conflancy had been 
•moved to declare themfelves chriflians, were put to death with 
them. St. Gregory of Tours (1) fays, that a numerous af- 
fembly of chriftians, who were praying at their tomb foon after 
their martyrdom, were by the order of the prefect of Rome, 
■walled up in the cave, and buried alive. SS. Chryfanthus and 
Jjaria were interred on the Salarian way, with their compa- 
nions, whofe bodies were found with theirs in tiie reign of 
Conftantinc the Great. This part of the catacombs was lonjj 

known by the name of the cemetery of SS* Chryfanthus and 

Dana* 



(x) L.dc Glor. Mart, c.38 and 83, 
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Dana. Their tomb was decorated by pope Damafus who com* 
pofed an epitaph in their honour (2). Their facred remains 
were tranflatcd by pope Stephen VL in 866, part: into the La* 
tcran bafilick, and part into the church of the twelve apo* 
files (3). This at leaft is true of the rclicks of their compa- 
nions. Thofe of SS. Chry fan thus and Dana had been tran- 
flated to the abbey of Prom in the diocefs of Triers, in 842, 
being a gift of Sergius II. In 844, they were removed to the 
abbey of St. Avol or St. Navor in the diocefs of Mctz, (4). 
The names of SS. Chryfanthus and Daria are famous in the 
facramentaries of St. Gclafius and St. Gregory, and in the mar- 
tyrologics both of the wefrern and eaftern churches. The Greeks 
honour them on the nineteenth of March and feventeenth 
of October : the Latins on the twenty-fifth of October. 

* 

SS. CRISPIN and CRISPIN IAN, 

Martyrs, 

SceTilhmont T. 4. ^.461. Bof/uef, Riff. Reel de France, I. 5. 
c. 156. The new Paris Breviary , and Bail let f rent and mt 
marlyrohgies for the acls of thefe martyrs are of f mall autho- 
rity* 

A. D. 287, 

"THE names of thefe two glorious martyrs are not Iefs fa- 
®- mous in France than thofe of the two former at Rome. 
They came from Rome to preach the faith in Gaul towards the 
middle of the third century, together with St. Quintin and 
others. Fixing their refidence at Soiflbns, in imitation of St* 
Paul, they intruded many in the faith of Chrifl which they 
preached publickly in the day at feafonable times ; and in imi- 
tation of St. Paul worked with their hands in the night, mak- 
ing (hoes, though they are (aid to have been nobly born, and 
brothers. The infidels liftcned to their inftruclions, and were 
aftoniflied at the example of their lives, efpccially of their cha- 
nty, difmtercftednefs, heavenly piety, and contempt of glory 
and all earthly things : and the effect was the convcrfion of 
many to the chriflian faith. The brothers had continued this 
employment fevcral years when the empcrotir Maximian tfcrcu- 
leus coming into the Ifelgick Gaul, a complaint was lodged a- 

garnii them. The cnipcrour perhaps as much to gratify their 

D d 2 accufers 

(2) Damaf. Carm. 36. (3) Bofius and Arinold Roma fub- 

ten* S i 

■ '« 3. c. and Anaftafius the Librarian in his autlientiek tela- 

lsttKm 01 this trajiilatioii. (4) Sec Mabill. Sax. Bc». 4. p.6iu 
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acciifers as to indulge his own fuperftition and give way to his 
fa v age cruelty, gave order that they fhould be convened before 
Ricvfcius Varus, the mofl implacable enemy of the chriftian name 
whom he had fir ft made governour of that part of Gaul, and 
had then advanced to the dignity' of prefect of the Pnetorium. 
The martyrs were victorious over this moft inhuman judge> 
by the patience and conllancy with which they bore the moft 
cruel torments, and finifhed their courfe by the fword about the 
year 287 (<?). They are mentioned in the martyrologies of St. 

Jerom, 



{ft) SS. Crlfpin and Crifpinian 
are the patrons and models of the 
pious confraternity of brother 
ihoe makers, an eitablifnment be- 
gan by Henry Michael Bach, 
commonly called Good Henry. 
His parents were poor day- la- 
bourers at Erlon, in the dutchy 
of Luxemburg. Henry was dif- 
tinguifhed from his infancy for 
his parts and extraordinary piety 
and prudence. He was put ap- 
prentice very young to a moe- 
rnaker. With the bulinefs of his 
calling he joined conilant devo- 
tion and the exercifc of all vir- 
tues. Sundays and holy days he 
fpent chiefly in the churches, was 
a great lover of holy prayer, and 
iludicd carnelliy to know and 
contemn him lei f, to mortify his 
femes and to deny his own 
will. He took SS. Crifpin and 
Crifpinian lor his models, and at 
his work had them before his 
eyes, omfidenn-.j often how they 
worked with a view purely to 
pleafe God, and to have an op- 
portunity to convert infidels, and 
to relieve the poor. It was to 
him. a fubject of grief to fee ma- 
ny in the lame or the like trades 
ill inttructcd, flothful in the prac- 
tice of virtue, and cmm'ied in 
dangerous or criminal habits 3 
and by his zealous and prudent 
exhortations and endeavours he 
induced many fuch to aliiit dili- 



gently at catechifm and pious 
inftructions, to fhun ale-houfes 
and dangerous company, to fre- 
quent the facraments, to pray de- 
voutly ; efpecially to make every 
evening acts of faith, hope, di- 
vine love, and contrition, and to 
love only virtuous company, and 
whatever promoted piety and re- 
ligion, In this manner he laid 
himfelf out with greater zeal and 
fuccefs, when, the term of his 
apprenticefhip being expired, he 
worked as journeyman ; and God 
fo abundantly dirl'ufed in his hears 
his Holy Spirit and chanty, and 
gave fuch authority and weight 
to his words, by the character of 
his fancTHty, that he feemed to 
have eilabhlhed him the father of 
his family, to hear the complaints, 
reconcile the differences, inquires 
into the diiTreftcs, comfort die 
forrows, and even relieve the 
wants of many. The fcrvant of 
God went always very meanly 
clad, yet often gave to the poor 
fome of the clothes off his bach ; 
he retrenched every thing that was 
fuperlluous, and often contented 
himfelf with bread and water 
that he might feed the hungry, 
and clothe the naked. Thus fitf 
had lived at his work ievcni! 
years at Luxemburg and Melkii, 
when providence conducted him 
to Paris, where he continued the 

fume awdous life among 

yo\m$ 



) 
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Jerom, Bede, Florus, Ado, Ufuard, &c. A grea church was 
buiJt at Soiflbns in their honour in the fixth century, and St. 

Dd 3 Eliai::s 



young men of his low rank and 

profeflion. He was forty-five 
years old when the baron of 
Renti, whofe piety has rendered 
his name famous, having heard 
him fpoke of, was extremely de- 
fjrous to fee him. The fimplicity 
and molt edifying and enlighten- 
ed difcourfe of the poor Ihoe- 
maker furprifed and charmed the 
good baron, who difcovered in 
him an extraordinary prudence 
and penetration in fpiritual 
things, and an invincible cou- 
rage to undertake and. execute 
great projects for the honour of 
God. He was informed that 
Henry reformed many dirTblute 
apprentices and children, and 
with great addrefs and piety re- 
conciled to them their angry ma- 
ilers or parents ; that he prefcrib- 
ed to many that were fo difpofed, 
excellent rules of a pious life: and 
that he had an excellent talent at 
inltrucling and exhorting poor 
llrangers who had no friends, 
and feemed deftilutc of comfort, 
in the hofpital of St. Gervaife, 
which he viuted every day. But 
what gave him the higlicfl: idea 
of Henry's fanctily, was the emi- 
nent fpirit of prayer and humili- 
ty, and the fupernatural graces 
with which he discovered him to 
to endowed. Thinking him 
therefore a proper inilrument for 
advancing the divine honour, he 
Pjopofcd to him a project of cJla- 
bhilung a confraternity to facili- 
Utc heroick excr'cife of all 



virtues among perfons of his low 
Fofdlion. boy tliis end he pur- 
cluia ' tl for him the freedom and 
P»v»tege of a burgefs j and made 

111111 commence mailer in his trade 



that he might take apprentices 
and journeymen, who were wil- 
ling to foilow the rules ihat were 
prei'cribed iJiem, and were drawn 
up by the curate of St. Paul's, re- 
garding frequent prayer, the u!e 
of the facramcnts, the conftanc 
practice of the divine prcfence, 
mutual fuccours in time of fick- 
nefc, and aflbrding relief and 
comfort to the fick and did refl- 
ect. Seven apprentices and jour- 
neymen joined him, and the foun- 
dation of his confraternity was 
laid in 1645, Henry being ap- 
pointed the 'firit fuperiour. It 
appeared viiibly by the innocence 
and fanclity of this company of 
pious artizans how muchUod had 
chofen to be honoured by it : the 
fpirit of die primitive ehriftians 
fcemed revived simongft them. 
Two years after this certain pious 
Taylors who were charmed with 
the heavenly life of thefe Ihoe- 
makers, whom they heard often 
fmging devoutly the divine praifes 
at their vvoik, and law employ- 
ing in pen:- nee and good works 
that time which many throw a- 
way in id lends and fin, begged 
of Good Henry a copy of thole 
rules, and with the afliilancc of 
the fame curate formed a like 
confraternity of their profeflion, 
in 1647. Both thefe confrater- 
nities are propagated in fcveral 
parts of France and Italy, and are 
fell led in Rome. The principal 
rules are, that, all the members 
rife at five o'clock every morn- 
ing, meet together to pray before 
they go to work : that, as often 
as the clock flrikes the fuperiour 
recites aloud fome fuitablc prayer, 

at' fome hour* a De I'rojumlis ; at 

other* 
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Eligius richly ornamented their facred fhrine. From the example 
of the faints it appears how foolilh the pretences of many chij- 

ftians 



others fome devotion to honour 
the paflion of our Redeemer, or 
for t)\e comcrllon of finners, Sec 
that all hear mafs every day at an 
appointed hour : at their work to 
fay certain prayers, as the beads ; 
and fometi mes ling a devout 
hymn, at other times work moit- 
ly in filence ; make a meditation 
before dinner ; hear pious read- 
ing at tabic ; make every year a 
retreat for a few days ; on 
Sundays and hoi yd ays alii ft at 
fermons, and at the whole divine 
ofi'ce ; vifit hoipitals and prifons, 
or poor fck pcrfons in their pri- 
vate houfes ; make an examina- 
tion of their conferences, fay night 
prayers together, and retire to their 

rooms at nine o'clock. Ic would 
require a volume to give a true 
idea of die great virtues and edi- 
fying deportment of the pious in- 
ilituter of this religious eivablifh- 
ment. After three years ficknefs 
he died at Paris, of an ulcer in 
his lungs, on the ninth of June, 
in 1 666, and was buried in the 
church-yard at St. Gervaile's.— 

w 

See Li: a » achct, ]? strtif^i} Chi etiea % 
ou let i r /f elu Jj'on Henry ; and H c- 
lyot, lUf,. <{,sOr<!r. R t /. T. 8. p. 
175. An entcrprife which the 
pious baton of Kenty had ex- 
tremely at heart, was to cneaye 
per Ions in the world, of all pro- 
it I linn:., ci|ccia]*iy nuilans and the 
poor, to iuiliuci theinfelves in, 
and fait h fully to praelife, all the 
iv.ean: o! chrillian pei faction, of 
which his own life was a model, 
I »afton John JJapiill, baron of 
Rcnty, fun of Charles, baron of 
Ker.ty, of an ancient noble fami- 
ly of "Art oh), v*';h born at the < alUe 

©f ileny, in the dioccU of bayeux 



in Normandy, in 161 1. He was 
placed very young in the collie 
of Navarre at Paris, and afterward 
in the college of the Jcfuits at 
Caen with a clergyman for his 
preceptor, and a fecular gover- 
nour : at feventeen he was lent 
to the academy at Paris, and 
gained great reputation by his 
efs in learning, and his ad- 
cb eis in all his exercifes, efpeci- 
ally riding and fencing. Pkty 
from the cradle was his favourite 
inclination, which was much 
ftrengthened by his reading the 
Imitation of Chrift. His dcf:rc 
of becoming a Carthufian was 

overruled by his parents, and in 
the twenty -fecond year of his age 
he married Elizabeth of Balzac, 
of the family of Entragues, daugh- 
ter to the count of Graville, by 
whom he left two fons and two 
daughters. His great abilities, 
modefly and prudence rendered 
him confpicuous in the world, 
efpccially in the ftatcs at Rouen 
wherein he afliflcd as deputy of 
the nobility of the hailliwick 0! 
Virc, and in the army, in whifh 
he ierved in Lorrnin, being cap- 
tain of a fulect company of fix- 
fcore men, of whom fixiy were 
gentlemen of good families. lh> 
valour, watchful and tender one 
of all under his charge, rc&tilnr 
and fervent devotion, attention to 
every duty, execflive charily, hu- 
mility, penance and the exeiriie 
of all virtues cannot he rrcuiinU'ii 
in this place. lie was much e 
deemed by kin<> Lewis I. hut 
it was his ^reatell happincb mat 
in the midifof the world hi:; heart 
appeared as perfectly difemy^ 1 '" 

horn it, and railed above it a* tl>< ; 

Fiui Is, 
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ftians arc, who imagine the care of a family, the bufinefs of a 
farm or a fhop, the attention which they are obliged to give to 

Dd 4 their 



Pauls, Antonies and Arfeniufes 
were in their deferts. In the 
twenty-Seventh year of his age, 
the fermons of a certain Orato- 
rian who preached a minion a- 
bout Seven leagues from Paris, 
made To itrong an impreffion upon 
his foul, that after making a gene- 
ral confeffion to that pious prieft, 
by his advice, he entered upon a 
new courfe of life, refolving to 
break all his connections witJi the 
court, refign all publick buiineSs, 
and lay afide fuperfluous vifits 
th.it he might give his whole heart 
to God in prayer, and to works 
of duty or charity. He chofe for 
his director F. Condren, general 
of the Oratorians, a mort holy and 
experienced m after in an interiour 
life, as his pious writings and the 
hiitory of his life fhew. As the 

whole fecret of a chriftian confifts 
in dcllroyincr whac is vicious in 

our affections, that grace may 
reign in us, and in making the old 
man die that Chrift alone may 
live in our hearts, the baron, by 
the counfcls of his director, re- 
doubled his application to fubdue 
his pailions, and regulate all the 
interiour and cxteriour motions 
of his heart and fenfes. By vi- 
[;orouily thwarting the inclina- 
tions of nature and the fenfes, he 
brought them into Subjection; and 
wherever he diScovorcd any Symp- 
tom or the leaft irregularity, he 
luongly con nt cradled the inclina- 
tion by doing the contrary. He 
made ev*i.Ty day two examinations 
°| w>n Science, at noon, and at 
n '&hr : went to confenion twice, 
and to communion three or four 
tunes a week : rofe at midnight 
to % manias with an hour's au- 



dita tion 5 had regular hours in the 
day for meditation, mafs and 
other devotions, and all fa mil v 
duties. His Salts and abllinence 
were moft rigorous and conti- 
nual : his clothes plain ; the in- 
teriour peace and fercnity of liis 
mind demonltrated the Suhmimori 
of his pailions to rcafon and the 
divine will, and that he very little 
defired or feared any thing tem- 
poral, considering God alone whe- 
ther in profperity or aclverfity. 
His retrenchment of every Super- 
fluity fhewed hib love of poverty. 
He looked upon himfelf as the 
mofc unworthy and the bafeft of 
all creatures, in his letters moft 
affectionately took the title of fin- 
ner, or the moft grievous Sinner, 
and lived in a total annihilation 
of himfelf before God and all 
creatures : when he Spoke oS God 
he humbled himfelf to the very 
centre of the earth, and he would 
feelingly fay, that fo bafc a crea- 
ture ought with trembling to a- 
dore God in Silence without pre- 
suming to pronounce his name. 
In a Sincere love for a hidden and 
unknown life he fli mined and 
dreaded cilcem and honour, in- 
Somuch that it would have been 
a pleaSure to him to be banifhed 
from all hearts, and forgotten by 
all men. Me carneflly conjured 
his devout friends to Sigh to God 
for him, that the Spirit of his di- 
vine v'on might bchi;> lile, or that 
he might live in him and for him. 
alone. It was his ouflom to con - 
fee rate frequently to God, in tbe 
molt Solemn manner, hbi whole 
being, his body, Soul, wife, chil- 
dren, ellate and whatever could 
Concern him, cumellly praying 

that 
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their worldly profeffion are impediments which excufc them 
from aiming at perfection. Such indeed they make them: but 

this 

tinued prayer. His eminent fpi- 
rit of prayer was founded in the 
moll profound humility, and con- 
ftant mortification. The foul 
mult die before file can live by 
the true life: fhe muft be cruci- 
fied to hcrfelf and the world be- 
fore fhe is capable of uniting hcr- 
felf intimately to God, in which 
confifts her perfection. Tim 
faithful fcrvant of God wa< dead 
to the love of riches, and the 
goods of the world ; to its a- 
in ufe men Is, plcafures and ho- 
nours ; to the cftccm and ap- 
plaufe of men, and alfo to their 
contempt; to the inordinate af- 
fections or inclinations of fclf- 
lovc, fo that his heart fcemcd to 
be withheld by no ties, but to- 
tally poflefled by God and his 
pure love. In thefe difpofitions 
he was prepared for the company 
of the hcavenlv {pints. The 
latter years of his life he fpent 
partly at Paris, and partly at hi? 
country feat or cattle at his nia- 
nour of Citri, in the diocefs of 
Soiffons. It was at Paris that he 
fell ill of his lalt fickncfs, k 
which he fuflercd great pains 
without giving the leaft fign of 
complaint. Having moll de- 
voutly received all the facra- 
mcnts he calmly expired on die 
twenty -fourth of April, in the 
year 1649, of his age the tliiriv- 
feventh. He was buried at C'ini; 
his body was taken up on the 
fifteenth of September, in i^S, 
by an order of the bifliop, to he 
removed to a more lionouiahlo 
place : and was found a;. fn'i'i 
and entire as if he had been Iwl 

jiill dead. See his life by K 

St. Jure, a Jcfuit of" lingular f«,ty 

ami learning. 



that with the utmoft purity, fim- 
ph'city and innocency he might 
do all things purely for God, with- 
out the I earl ftcrct fpark of felf- 
lo\ e, and without feeling joy or 
lbs row or anv other Sentiment 
which he did not totally refer to 
him. His devotion to the Blcfled 
Sacrament was fuch that he ufually 
fpent feveral hours in the day on 
his knees before it : and when 
others wondered he could abide 
fo lone low:- - her on hi* knees, he 
laid it was this t'. at gave him vi- 
gour and ilrcngtb, and revived 
his fo.d. lie often ferved at mafs 
' hhnfclf : be rebuilt the church at 
Jjcni, and out of devotion to the 
holy facramcnt he furr.ifhcd a 
great number of poor p'arifh- 
churches whh neat filver chalices 
and eiboriir.ivu It would be too 
long here to mention his care of 
his family 9 and of all his tenants, 
but cfpeeialiy of his children : 
frequent attendance upon the fick 
in ho'piuVs, and in their cottages, 
and his incredible and perpetual 
charities not only anion his own 
vaffah and in neighbouring places, 
but alfo among the diitant hofpi- 
tuls, the fiaw.'i at iViai fcillcs, the 
cb.riJlian flaves in Parbary, the 
millions iu the Indies, feveral 

Engl i fli and Irilh ca'holick exiles, 

&c. After the death of 1\ Con- 
dreu, lie chofe for his di reel or a 
devout father of the Society of 
Jc.fi.is, a: d lor fome time bcJbre 
his death communicated ufually 
every da}'. Prayer being the 
great channel thtough which the 
divine gifts are clihily commu- 
nicated to our fouls in imitation 
of all 1 lie flints he made this his 
ordinary employment, and his 

whole life might be called u con- 
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this is altogether owing to their own floth and malice. How 
many faints have made thefe very employments the means of 
their perfection ? St. Paul made tents 5 SS. Crifpin'and Crifpi- 
nian were fhoemakers ; the Blefled Virgin was taken up in the 
care of her poor cottage ; Chrift himfelf worked with his re- 
puted father; and thofe faints who renounced all commerce 
with the world to devote themfelves totally to the contempla- 
tion of heavenly things, made matts, tilled the earth, or copied 
and bound good books. The fecret of the art of their fan&ifl- 
cation was, that fulfilling the maxims of Chrift, they ftudied to 
fubdue their paflions and die to themfelves : they with much 
carneftnefs and applicatipn obtained of God, and improved daily 
in their fouls, , a fpirit of devotion and prayer; their temporal 
bufmefs they regarded as a duty which they owed to God, and 
fan&ified it by a pure and perfect intention, as Chrift on earth 
dirc&ed every thing he did to the glory of his Father. In thefe 
very employments they were careful to improve themfelves in 
humility, meeknefs, refignation, divine charity and all other 
virtues, by the occafions which call them forth at every moment, 
and in every action. Opportunities of every virtue, and every 
kind of good work never foil in all circumftances : and the chief 
means of our fandtification may be pra£tifed in every ftate of 
life, which are felf-denial and affiduous prayer, frequent afpira- 
tions, and pious meditation or reflections oh fpiritual truths, 
which difengage the affections from earthly things, and deeply 
imprint in the heart thofe of piety and religion. 

. On the fame DAY 

St. Gaudentius of Brefcia, B. C. He feems to have been edu- 
cated under St. Philaftrius, biftiop of Brefcia, whom he ftyles his fa- 
ther. His reputation ran very high when he travelled to Jerufalem, 
partly to Qiun'applaufe and honours, and partly hoping by his ab- 
fence to be at laft forgotten at home. In this, however, he was 
miftaken. In a monaftery at Csefarea in Ca'ppadocia he met with 
the filters and nieces of St. Bafil, who as a rich prefent bellowed on 
him certain relicks of the forty martyrs and fome other faints, know- 
ing that he would honour thofe facred pledges as they had honour- 
ed them (1). During his abfence St. Philaftrius died, and the clergy 
and people of Brefcia, who had been accuftomed to receive from 
him folid inftru&ions, and in his perfon to fee at their head a pcr- 
fca ^odel of chriftian virtue, pitcht upon him for their bifhop, and 
fearing obftacles from his humility, bound themfelves by oath to re- 
ceive no other for their paftor, The bifliops of the province met, 
and with St. Ambrofc, their metropolitan, confirmed the elcclion. 
tetters were difpatched ' to St. Gaudentius who was then in Cappa- 

<Jocm, to prefs his fpeedy return : but he only yielded to the threat 

of 

(1) Gaudent, Serm. 17. 
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of an excommunication if he refufed to obey. He was ordained 
by St. Ambrofe with other bifhops of the province about the year 
387 : the fcrmon which he preached on that occafion, expreffes the 
moil profound fentiments of humility with which he was penetrat- 
ed (2). The church of Brefcia foon found how great a treafure it 
poiTefled in fo holy a pallor. He never ceafed to break to them the 
bread of life, and to feed their {ouh with the important truths of 
falvation. A certain virtuous nobleman named Benevolus, who had 
been difgraced by the emprefs Jullina, becaufe he refilled to draw up 
an edict in favour of the Arians, had retired to Brefcia, his own 
country, and was the greaterc ornament of that church. This wor- 
thy no'blcman being hindered by a fevere fit of ficknefs from attend- 
ing fomc of the fermons of St. Gaudentius, requeued of him that 
he would commit them to writing for his ufe (3). By this means 
we have Seventeen of his fermons (4). Inthefecond, which he made 
for the Neophytes at their coming out of the forit, he explaineth to 
them the myilcries which he could not expound in prefence of the 
Catechumens, efpecially the blefTed eucharill, of which he fays: 
*' The Creator and Lord of nature who bringeth the bread out of 
*' the ground, maketh ajfo of bread his own body ; becaufe he hath 
* c promifed, and is able to perform it : and he who made wine of 
" water, convertcth wine into his own blood (5)." The faint built 
a new church at Brefcia, to the dedication of which he invited 
many bifhops, and in their prefence made the feventeenth fermon of 
thofe which are extant. In it he fays, that he had depofited in this 
church certain relicks of the forty martyrs, of St. John Baptilt, St. 
Andrew, St. Thomas, St. Luke : fome of the blood of SS. Gerva- 
fius, Protafius and Nazarius moulded into a pafle, and of the allies 
of SS. Sinnnius and Alexander. He affirms that a portion of a 
martyr's relicks k in virtue and efficacy the fame as the whole. 
Therefore," fays he, " that we may be fuccoured by the patronage 
of fo many faints, let us run and fupplicate with an entire confi- 
" dence, and earned defire, that by their interceding we may deferve 
" to obtain all things we afk, magnifying Chriffc our Lord, the giver 
of fo great grace" (6)." Bcfules thefe feventeen fermons of this father 
have three others. The twentieth is a panegyrick on St. Phila- 
ftrius (7), wherein our faint mentions that he had made a like pane- 
gyrick' on his holy pvcdcceflbr every year on his anniverfary fdlivat 
for fourteen years. The faint exhorts chrillians to banifh all diilo- 
iuto feaflings accompanied with dancing and mufick, faying : "Thofe 
* l arc wretched ho ufes which refemble theatres. Let the houfes of 
*' chriilians be free from every thing of the train of the devil: let 
" humility and hofpitality be pra£Uicd therein; let them be always 
« fanrtificd by pfalms and fpiritual ibngs : let the word of God, ami 
«« live fign of Jcfus Chrill (the crofs) he in your hearts, in your 
ai mouths, on your countenance, actable, in the bath, when you [\o 



€1 
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tz) St. Caudcnt. Serm. if>. (3) St. Gaudent. pref. 
l'atr.T. 5. p. 7 o^._ (5) lb. p. 9.17. (6) 1\ 970. 
in Sur iu:) ad 1 £ Julii. 



(4) WW- 
(7) Kxiaivt 
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« out and when you come in, in joy and in forrow (S)." In 401; 
St Gaudentius was deputed witli fome others by the Roman council, 
and by the eniperour Honorius into the Eaft to defend the caufe of St. 
Chryfoftom before Arcadius : for which commiflion St. Chryfoftom 
fent him a letter of thanks which is extant, though the deputies 
were ill received;, and imprifoned for fome time in Thrace, and af- 
terward put on board a rotten veil el. St. Gaudentius feeins to have 
died about the year 420 ; L abbe fays in 427. Ruffinus ftyles him, 
<f The glory of the doctors of the age wherein he lives." He is ho- 

houred 011 this day in the Roman martyrology. See his works 

printed in the Library of the Fathers, and more correctly at Padua, 
in 1720. 4to. Alfo Ceillier. T. 10. p. 517. Cave, Hift. Lzter.T. 1. 
p. zSz. 

St. Bon i face T. Pope, C. Boniface was a prielt of an unblcmifh- 
cd character, well verfed in the difcipline of the church, and ad- 
vanced in years, when he fuccecded Zofimus in the pontificate on 
the twenty-ninth of December, in 418. His election was made 
much againit his will, as the relation of it which was fent by the 
clergy and people of Rome, and by the neighbouring bifliops to the 
eniperour Honorius, who refided at Ravenna, teftines. To it con- 
curred feveney priefts, fome bifhops and the greateft part of the 
people ; but three bifhops and fome others chofe one Eulalius, an am- 
bitious and intriguing man. Symmachus, prefect of Rome, fent an 
account of this diviiion or fchiim to the eniperour, who ordered that 
a fynod ihould be affembled to determine the debate. The council 
which met, defired that a greater number of prelates Ihould- be call- 
ed, and made certain provifional decrees, to which Eulalius refufed 
to fubmit. Whereupon he was condemned by a fentence of the 
council, and the election of Boniface ratified. This pope was a 
lover of peace, and remarkable for his mildnefs : yet he would not 

fufter the bifliops of ConJlantinople to extend their patriarchate into 
UJyricum or the other wellern provinces which were tlien fubject to 
the caftern empire, but had always belonged to the weftcrn patri- 
archate. He ltrenuoufly maintained the rights of Rufus, bifliop of 
Theflalonica, who was his vicar in Theflaly and Greece, and would 
allow no elections of bifliops to be made in thofe countries which 
were not confirmed by him, according to the ancient difcipline. In 
(Jaul he iTilorcd certain privileges to the nictropolitical fees of Nar- 
bonne and Viennc, exempting them from any fubjection to the pri- 
macy of Aries. This holy pope exerted his zeal againit the Pela- 
gians, and tcfUfied the highett elteem for the great St. Audio, who 
aHdreffed to him four books again II the Pelagians. St. Boniface in 
his third letter to Rufus, fays (1): "The blcffcd apollle Peter re- 
ceived by our Lord's fentence and commiflkm the care of the 
whole church, which was founded upon him (2)." St. Boniface 
died towards the latter end Of the year 422, having fat fomcwhnt 
above three years and nine months, and was buried in the cemetery of 

St. 

(8) Serm. 8. (1) Decretal, cpift. T- 1 • p. 1030. cd.Coutant- 
(*) Macxvi and xviih , 
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St. Felicitas, which he had adorned, on the Salarian way. He had 
made many rich prefents of filver patens, chalices and other holy 
veflels to the churches in Rome. Bede quotes a book of his miraclej 
and che Roman martyrology commemorates his name on this day.^I 
See his epiftles in Dom Coutant's complete edition of the decretal 
epiftles of the popes, of which he only lived to publifh the firft 
volume, in 1721, dying the fame year at St. Germain des Prez («?). 
The epiftles of this pope are alfo printed in the collections of the 
councils, as in Labbe's edition, T. 2. p. 158Z, and T. 4. p. j*c*. 
See on his life Baronius, and the pontifical publifhed by Anaftatius 
the Librarian (ap. Muratori Sc ript. Ital. T. 3. p. 116.) with the difier- 
■tationsof Ciampini, S cheleftrate, Biancini andVignolius on that j on- 
tifical. 



{a) In the preliminary differ-- 
.tation on the pope's authority, 
Dom Coutant demonstrates by 
die teftimonies of St. Cyprian, 
St. Optatus, St. Jerom, &c. what 
St. Boniface affirms, that the 
church always acknowledged the 
primacy of the Roman fee to be 
derived from Chriit (who con- 
ferred the mpreme authority on 
St. Peter) not from the empe- 
rours, as Photuts pretended in 
order to eftablifh his fchifm. The 
fame author fliews, that all the 
popes to the beginning of the 
iLxth century, except Liberius, 
(who rofc after his fall with fo 
much zeal and piety that St. Am- 
brofc fpeaks of his virtue in 
fl rains of admiration) are enroll- 
ed by the church among the 



faints. The name pope (or fa- 
ther) was anciently common to 
all bifhops but as the ftyle with 
regard to titles changed, this be- 
came referved to- the biihop of 
Rome. St. Gelafius, St. Leo, St. 
Gregory, Symmachus, Hormifdas, 
Vigilius and other popes frequent- 
ly ityled themfelves Vicars of St. 
Peter. That the title of vicar of 
Chrift was alfo anciently given 
fometimes to the popes is manifelt 
from the fifteenth letter of St. Cy- 
prian to Cornelius ; and from the 
teftimony of the bifhops and prieils 
who after pope Gelafius had ab- 
folved the bifhop Mifenus, una- 
nimoufly cried out, that they ac- 
knowledged in his perfon the vi- 
car of Jefus Chrift. 
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St. EVARISTUSj Pope and Martyr; 

/hjius's pontifical, aferibed to Damafus ; x Tillemont} ST. 2. ^. 

"231. 2ferf/j Dijf. ChronoL T. 2. £5Y. 

A. D. ii2. 

T. Evaristus fucceeded St. Anaclctus in the fee of 
Rome, in the reign of Trajan, governed the church 
nine years, and died in 112. He is honoured with the title of 
martyr in the pontificals and in mofl martyrologies. The institu- 
tion of cardinal pri efts is by fomc aferibed to him, becaufche mat 
divided Rome into fevcral "Titles, or pariflics, according to the- 
pontifical, aligning a pried to each : he alfo appointed feven dea- 
cons to attend the bifhop. He conferred holy orders thrice in 
the month of December, when anciently that ceremony was 
molt ufually performed, for which Amalarius aligns moral and 
mylHcal reafons ; Mabillon and Claude de Vert (i) give this, 
that at Lent and Whitfuntide the bifhops were more taken up ; 
bat were more at liberty in Advent to give clue attention to thia 
important function. For Holy orders were always conferred in 
ieafons appointed for fading and prayer. St. Evariftus was bu- 
lled near St. Peter's tomb on the Vatican. 

The difciples of the apofties by afliduous meditation on hea- 
venly things were fo fwallowed up in the life to come, that they 
ieemed no longer inhabitants of this world, but of heaven 
where their thoughts and afrc£iions were placed, and whither 
they diredted all their actions, even their necettary attention to 
temporal concerns. If the generality <«f chrillians now-a-days 
ei'et-m and let their hearts fo much on earthly goods, and fo 
i'MU)' lofe fight of eternity in the courfe of their actions, they 
aie no longer animated by the fpirit of the pi i mi rive faints, 
■"id an.- become children of this world, Haves lo its vanities, and 
l 1 their own irregular pafllon;. if we do r. »i corrcod this dif- 
t»rdc! of our hearts, and conform our inn-ri-uui to tiie Jpirit of 
thrill, vve cannot be eniiiled to his proinifes. 

On 

(1) Explic. des Cercm. Pref. p. 28. 
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On the fame DAY 



SS. Luc 1 an and Marxian, MM. Luclan and Marcian living In 
the darknefs of idolatry applied themfelves to the vain ftudy of the 
black art ; but were converted to the faith by finding their charms 
lofe their power upon a clinician virgin, and the evil fpirits defeat- 
ed by the fign of the crofs. Their eyes being thus opened they 
burned their magical books in the middle of the city of Nicomcdia ; 
and when they had effaced their crimes by baptifm, they diflributcd 
tlieir poffeffions among the poor, and retired together into a do ft; 
Solitude, that by exercifing themfclvcs in inortificat/on and prayer, 
they might fubdue their paffions, and urengthen in their fouL that 
grace which they had juft received, and which could not fafelv be ex- 
po fed to dangers, and occasions of temptations in the world till it was 
fenced by rooted habits of all virtues, and religious exercifes. After a 
confiderablc time fpent in filence they made frequent excurfions abroad 
to preach Chrift to the Gentiles, and gain fouls to the kingdom of 
his love. The edict of Decius againil the chrillians being publifhed 
in Bythinia, in 250, tliey were apprehended and brought before the 
proconful Sabinus, who afked Lucian by what authority he prefumed 
to preach Jefus Chrift ? " Every man, faid the martyr, does well 
•* to endeavour to draw his brother out of a dangerous errour." 
Marcian likewife highly extolled the power of Chriif.. The judgo 
commanded them to be hung on the rack and cruelly tortured. Tho 
martyrs reproached him, that whilir. they worfhipped idols they had 
committed many crimes, and had made open profelfion of praclifmg 
sort magick without incurring any chaiufemenc; but when they were 
become chriflians and good citizens, they were barbarouily punifhed. 
The proconful threatened them with more grievous torments. " We 
*' are ready to fuffer, faid Marcian, but we will never renounce the true 
*' God, left we be call into a fire which will never be quenched. 11 
At this word Sabinus condemned them to be burned alive. They 
went joyfully Lo the place of execution, and jincnug hymns of praife 
and thankfgiving to God expired am id It the Raines. They fuffcrcd 
at Nicomcdia, in 250, and are honoured in the martyrologies on the 

twcnty-fixlh of Oclobcr. See their genuine adls in Surius, Rui- 

nart, p. 151. Tillemont, T. 3. p. 383. and in the original Chab 
daick, probably of liuicbiiiSj in Stephen Aft'emaiii's Mia martymto 
Qec/rf. T« z. p. .{.9. 
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g t . FRUMENTIUS, B* C. Apoftfe 

of jEthiopia. 

$ceRufinus 7 Htji* /. I- 19- Tbeodoret, I. 1. c. 22. 57. Athan* 
jtpoL i- ^- 696. Socrates , 1. I. r. ig. Sozomen, U 2. 
24. Hcnnant 9 Vie dc S. Atbanafe^ T. 2. ^. 240. Tille- 

moni, jTI 7. 284- 7". 8. 13. JWontfaucon, Fit. 6\ 
jftban* p» 15- 2^ r- 5\ At ban. Job Ludolf (who died 
at Francfort^ in 1704, /w/rf zV famous for his travels and Jhill 
in the /Ethiopian and other oriental languages) HijL JEtbiop* 

I 3. c* 7. n. 17. £2? Comment, in eandem H/JL p 280. 

Fourth Age. 

A Certain philofopher, named Metrodorus, out of curiofity 
and a defire of feeing the world, and improving his flock 
of knowledge, made feveral voyages, and travelled both into 
Perfia, and into Farther India ; which name the ancients gave 
to Ethiopia. At his return lie pre fen ted Con Iran tine the Great 
who had then lately made himfelf mailer of the Eaft, with a 
quantity of diamonds and other precious Hones and curiofities, 
a/Turing that prince his collection would have been much more 
valuable, had not Sapor, king of Per/ia, fcized on the be ft part 
of his treafure. His fuccefs encouraged Meropius, a philofo- 
pher of Tyre, to undertake a like voyage upon the f;uno 
motive. But God who conducts all the ileps of men, even 
when they leaft think of him, raifed in him this dciign for nil 
cud of infinitely greater importance and value than all the dia- 
monds which the philofopher could bring back. Meropius car- 
ried with him two of his nephews, Frumentius and JCdcfius, 
with whofc education he was in fruited. In the courfe of their 
voyage homewards the veflel touched at a certain port to take 
in provifions and frefh water. "I 'he barbarians of that country- 
who were then at war with the Romans, flopped the fhip, and 
put the whole crew and all the pafiengers to tlie fword, except 
the two children, who were iludying their lc/Ibns under a tree 
at (bine di (lance. When they were found, their innocence, fen- 
der age and beauty pleaded ftrongly in their favour, and movi d 
the barbarians to compaffiou 9 and they were carried iu t\ic 

Jdng, 
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king, who refided at Axuma, formerly one of the greateft cities 
in the Eaft, now a poor village in Abyflinia, called Acfum, filled 
■with ruins of ftately edifices, and furnptuous obelifks which feem 
to have been funeral monuments of the dead, though non e 
of the infcriptions are now intelligible ( i). The prince was 
charmed with the wit and fprightlinefs of the two boys, took 
fpecial care of their education ; and not long after made Eclefius 
his cupbearer, and Frumentius, who was the elder, his treafurec 
and fecretary of flate, entrufting him with all the publick writ- 
ings and accounts. They lived in great honour with this prince, 
who on his death-bed thanked them for their fervices, and in 
recompence gave them their liberty. After his demife, the queen, 
who was left regent for her eldeft fon, entreated them to re- 
main at court, and aflift her in the government of the flate, 
wherein fhe found their fidelity, abilities and integrity her great- 
eft fupport and comfort, Frumentius had the principal manage- 
ment of affairs, and defiring to promote the faith of Chrift in 
that kingdom, engaged feveral chriftian merchants, who traded 
there, to fettle in the country, and procured them great privi- 
leges, and all the conveniences for their religious worjfhip, and 
by his own fervour and example flrongly recommended the true 
rehgion to the infidels. When the young king, whofe name 
was Aizan, came to age, and took the reins of government in- 
to his own hands^ the brothers refigned their pofts, and though 
he invited them to ftay, Edefius went back to Tyre, where he 
was afterward ordained pricfi. But Frumentius having nothing 
To much at heart as the converfion of the whole nation, took 
the rout of Alexandria, and in treated the holy archbifhop, St. 
Athanafius, to fend fome paftor to that country ripe for a con- 
verfion to the faith. St. Athanafms called a fynod of bifhops 
and by their unanimous advice ordained Frumentius himfclf bi- 
Ihop of the Ethiopians, judging no one more proper than him- 
fclf to finifb the work which he had begun (a). Frumentius 

v cftcd 

(i) See Ludolf, Hill. jBthiop. Manuel Almeida, Hift, of Higher 
Ethiopia, and Thevenot. 



(a ) The Abyflinians or Ethio- 
pians received the fir.fi: feeds of 
the faitli from the eunuch of their 
queen, who being baptized by 
St. Philip the deacon (Aft viii. 
7,) afterward initiated many of his 
countrymen in the chriftian reli- 
gion, as Eufebius aflures us, (1. 2. 

c.i.) See the BoUaudiJU (Ti u 



J toil], p. 618.) Tillcmont, (T. 2. 
p. 72. & 531.) Job Ludolf, 
(UiJK Mtbiop. 1. 3. c. 4.) But the 
Abyflinians acknowledge, that 
they owe their converfion princi- 
pally to St. Frumentius. They 
were in later ages engaged 5n the 
Eulychinn herely, and to this day 

believe, only on.<; nanus io Chriit. 

In 
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vefted with this /acred character went back to Axuma, and 
gained great numbers to the faith by his difcourfes and miracles : 
for feldom did any nation embrace chriftiani ty with greater ar- 
dour, or defend it with greater courage. King Aizan and his 
brother Sazan, whom he had affociated in the throne,, received 
baptifm, and by their fervour were a fpur to their fubje&s in 
the practice of every virtue and religious duty. The Arian em- 
perour Con&antius conceived an implacable jealou fy againft St. 
Frumentius, becaufe he was linked in faith and affection with 
St. Athanafius ; and when he found that he was not even to be 
tempted, much lefs feduced by him, he wrote an haughty letter 
to the two converted kings, in which he commanded them with 
threats, to deliver up Frumentius into the hands of George, 
the barbarous invader of the fee of Alexandria. This letter was 
communicated by them to St. Athanafius, who has inferted it in 
his apology to Confrantius. Our holy biftiop continued to feed 
and defend his flock till it pleafed the fuprcme paftor to recom- 
penfe his fidelity and labours. The Latins commemorate him 
on the twenty-feventh of October 5 the Greeks on the thirtieth 
of November. The Abyffinians honour him as the apoftle of 
the country of the Axu mites, which is the moft confiderabJe 
part of their empire. They alfo place among the faints the two 
Icings Aizan, whom they call Abrcha, and Sazan, whofe name 
in their modern language isAtzbeha. St. Frumentius they call 
St. Fremonat. 

In every age, from Chrift down to this very time, fome new 
nations have been added to the fold of Chrifr, as the annals of 
the church fhew ; and the apoftacy of thofe that have for- 
laken the path of truth, has been repaired by freih acquifltions* 
This is the work of the Moft High -> the wonderful effect of 
all-powerful grace. It is owing to the divine blefling that the 
heavenly feed fructifies in the hearts of men, and it is God who 
raifes up, and animates with hisfpirit zealous fucceflburs of the 

Vol. IV. E c ' apoftles. 



Jnthefixteenth century their king 
lent an embaflfy to pope Clement 
VII. Several miflions have bcc.n 
elhblifhed in that country. The 
jefuits were fenc thither by Gre- 
gory XIII. but were all banifhecl 
in 1636. The fuccefs of feveral 
other millions of Capuchins and 
others has been profperous for 
fome time, but failed in the end ; 
and in 1670 feveral mifiionarics 
raftered martyrdom in that coun- 
try. Others are from time to 



time fen t thither from Rome. Sec 
Luclolf, Rcnaudot (Apol. pour 
rtlifl. dts patr. Alex amir. p. 162) 
Fabricius, (Saint. Lux E-uang. c. 
4 c;.) Cerri, fecretary to the 

Congr. de Propaganda Fide* 
(Ijh'nschne dello JLito dellu Congr. 
di Prop. Fide, in 1O70, p. 122.)-— • 
La Croze, (flift* du chrijiianifMe 
d" F.thiopic cV° d x /h merit, at the 
Hague, in 1739) tannic;, many 
^roi's uiiftakes in his account of 
tiicfe millions in -Abyllixiia. 
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apofiles, whom he vouchfafes to make his infiruments in this 
great work. We are indebted to his gratuitous mercy for the 
ineftimable benefit of this light of faith. If we correfpond not 
faithfully, with fear and trembling, to fo great a grace a our pu- 
nilhment will be fo much the more dreadful. 

On the fame DAY 

St. Elesbaan, king of ^Ethiopia, C. The Axumite Ethiopians, 
whofe dominions were extended from the wetter n coaft of the Red 
Sea very far on the continent, were in the fixth century a powerful 
and flourifhing nation. St. Elefbaan, their king, during the reign of 
Juftin the Elder, in all his actions and defigns had no other defire 
than to procure in all things the happinefs of his people, and the di- 
vine glory. The mildnefs and prudence of his government was a 
fenfiblc proof how great a bleifing a people enjoys in a king who is 
free from inordinate paiiions and felnih views, to gratify which princes 
fo often become tyrants. This good king, however, was obliged to 
engage in a war. But his motives were juflice and religion; and the 
exaltation of both was die fruit of his victory. The Homerite Ara- 
bians dwelt upon the EaJlern coair, at the bottom of the Red Sea, in 
Arabia Felix. This nation was full of Jews ; and Dunaan or Da- 
naan, a Jew, who had ufurped the fovereignty, perfecuted the chri- 
stians. St. Gre^entius, who was an Arabian by birth, and archbi- 
ihop of Taphar, the metropolis of this country, was banifhed by 
him, in 520. St. Arctas, the governour of the city Neogran, was 
beheaded with four companions, for his conftancy in the faith. His 
wife Duma and daughters alfo fufTered death for the fame glorious 
caufe, and are honoured as martyrs on the twenty fourth of Otiobcr, 
in the Roman, and in other Well era, as well as in the Eaftern and 
Mufcovice calendars (a). The emperour Juftin the Elder, wholo 
protection the perfecnted chriftians had implored, engaged St. Elef- 
baan to tranfport liir. forces into Arabia, and drive away the ufurpcr. 
The zealous prince complied with this jult defire, and having by the 
rlhinc blefiing, defeated the tyrant, made ufc of his victory with 
«rtal clrmcncy and moderation, re-eilablifhed religion, recalled St. 
Ciic&enfius, ;md repaired the vineyard which a furious wild bcaft had 
laid w;tUe. l ie rebuilt the church at Taphar ; and by laying the firlt 
flone would be hhnfelf the iirll architect. He placed on the throne 

Abraaniius 



(a) Their A£H nrc publiflied 
in Greek by Lambecius {Biblioih. 
I' in, tub. T. 5. p. 130. 132. & 
T. 'r. p. 2v|. 260. zhz.) and in 
Latin, by Iku oni us, Lipoman and 
and Siuius J>aillet fufpeeb tJieni 
Let aufv taken front Mela phralles. 
j Int. Kale onitu. rightly judges that 

Mctapjirailca gave them genuine 



(p. 23.) which is (hewn by Jof. 
Affemani, (BihL Orient. T. i. 
p. 358. 36,]. & feq.) who give* 
us the original S) riack hi (lory ol 
the Homer he martyrs, written by 
Simeon, bi(b op of Ariamopolh, 
in Perfia, in a letter to Simeon, 

abbot of Gabula. 
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Abraamius, a pious chriftian, who governed by the counfcls of St. 
Gregentius. That holy prelate had a famous conference with the 
Jews (b J, and wrote a book againft vices (i ), extant in Greek in the 
imperial library at Vienna. St. Gregentius died on the nineteenth 
of December, in 552. Baillet tells us, that St Ele/baan refigned his 
crown foon after his return into his own dominions: bat Nonnus, in 
his Legation (2) terrifies, in 527, feveral years after this war, that 
Ele/baan then refigned at Axuma, a very great city, capital of Ethio- 
pia. At length this good King, leaving his dominions to a fon 
who was heir of his zeal and piety no lefs than of his kingdom, 
feat his royal diadem to Jerufalem, put on fackcloth, and retired fe- 
cretly in the night out of the palace and city to an holy monarlery 
fituated on a fojitary mountain, where he took the monaflick habit, 
and fimt himfelf up in a cell for the remaining part of his life. He 
carried nothing with him out of the palace but a mat to lie on, and 
a cup to drink out of. His food was only bread, with which he 
fometimes took a few dry herbs ; he never drank any thing but wa- 
ter. He would not allow himfelf the lea it diitinclion above the laft 
among his brethren, and was the firft in every duty of his new Hate. 
No feculars ever had accefs to him, and his whole employment con- 
filled in the exercifes of penance, the contemplation of heavenly 
things, and converting with God, by whom he was at length called 
by a happy death to reign eternally with Chrift. His name occurs 

in the Roman martyrclogy.- See Thcophancs, Ccdrenus, J of. 

Affemani, in his moll valuable Bill. Orictit. alfo in his Comm. in Ca- 
Icud.Uttiw* T. 6. p. 316. which work more leafure would have 
enabled him to have digefted, and rendered (like the former) more 
methodical. See alfo Orfi, 1. 39. n. 3, 4, 5, 6, 7. T. 17. p. 206. 

(b The Acts which we have of this conference have been in- 
terpolated. 

(1) Lambcc. in Bibl. Vindob. Cod. Theolog. 306, n. 33. p. 171. 

(2) Ap, Phot. Cod. 3. 
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St. SIMON, furnamed the Zealot, 

Apoftle^ 

See Tillcm. T. I. p. 4-2*3' ^lf° Nicetas Paphlagon. in his En- 
comium S imams Zelota? dp. publijhed by P. Combefis in Auftar. 
Novifs. Bibl. Pair. T. I. p. 408. and Combefis* s remark on 
the apofiles Simon and Jude^ T. 8. Bibl. Conczonat. p. 290. 
"J of. AJfemani in Calend. Univ. ad 10 Mazj. T. 6. p. 334, 

ST. Simon, is furnamed the Cananxan, or Canaanite, and 
the zealot, to diftinguifh him from St. Peter, and from 
St. Simeon, the brother of St. James the Lefs, and his fuo 
ceflbur in the fee of Jerufalem. From the firft of thefe fur- 
names fome have thought that St. Simon was born at Cam, in 
Galilee : certain modern Greeks pretend that it was at his mar- ; 
riage that our Lord turned the water into wine. It is not to [ 
be doubted but he was a Galilean : Theodoret fays, of the \ 
tribe either of Zabulon, or Nepthali. But as for the furname of \ 
Cananrean, it has inSyro-Chaldaick the fame fign if] cat ion which \ 
the word Zelotes bears in Greek. St. Luke tranflated it(i)J 
the other evangelifts retained the original name ; for Canath in f 
Syro-Chaldaick, or modern Hebrew, fignifies Zeal, as St. Je- 1 
rom obferves (2). Nicephorus Calixti, a modern Greek Hifto 
rian, tells us, this name was given to St. Simon only from the 3 
time of his apoftlcfhip, wherein he exprefl'ed an ardent Zealand | 
affccVion for his matter, was an exacl: obfcrvcr of all the rulcb 
of his religion, and oppofed with a pious warmth all thofc who 
fwerved from it. As the evangelifts take no notice of fuch a 
cireumftance, Hammond and Grotius think that St. Simon was 
called the Zealot, before his coming to Chrift, becaufc he was 
one of that part icular feci or party among the Jews called 7m* 
lots, from a lingular Zeal they profefled for the honour of (JoJ, 
and the purity of religion. A party called Zealots were famous 
in the war of the Jews again ft the Romans. They were main 
inftruments in mitigating the people to fhake off the yoke oi 
lubjedlion s they aflaflinatcd many of the nobility and others 



(1) Luke vi. 15, Aft. i. 13* 
4. T. 4- P- 35- 



(2) S. Hicron. iu tyh& f> 
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in the ftreets, filled the temple itfelf with bloodfhed and other 
horrible profanations, and were the chief caufe of the ruin of 
their country- But no proof is offered by which it is made to 
appear that any fuch party exifted in our Saviour's time, though 
fome then maintained that it was not lawful for a Jew to pay 
taxes to the Romans. At lean: if any then took the name of 
Zealots, they certainly neither followed the impious conduct, 
nor adopted the 61 fe and inhuman maxims of thofe mentioned 
hy Jofephus in his hiftory of the Jewifh war againft the Romans. 
St. Simon after his converfion was zealous for the honour of his 
Matter, and exacSfc in all the duties of the chriftian religion ; and 
fhewed a pious indignation towards thofe who profefTed this holy 
faith with their mouths, but difhonoured it by the irregularity 
of their lives. No farther mention appears of him in the gof- 
pels, than that he was adopted by Chrift into the college of the 
apoftles. With the reft he received the miraculous gifts of the 
Holy Ghofir, which he afterward exercifed with great zeal and 
fidelity. Nicephorus Calixti and fome other modern Greeks 
pretend, that after preaching in Mauritania, and other parts of 
Africa, he failed into Britain, and having enlightened the minds 
of many with the doctrine of the gofpel, was crucified by the 
infidels (3). But of this there appears no fhadow of probabili- 
ty, and the vouchers by many inconflftencies deftroy the credit 
of their own affertion. If this apoffle preached in Egypt, Gy- 
rene and Mauritania, he returned into the Eaft ; for the marty- 
rologies of St. Jerom, Bede, Ado' and Ufuard place his mar- 
tyrdom in Perfia, at a city called Suanir, poflibly in the coun- 
try of Suani, a people in Colchis, or a little higher in Sar- 
matia, then allied with the Parthians in Perfia : which may 
agree with a paflage in the Acls of St. Andrew, that in the 
Cimmerian Bofphorus there was a tomb in a grot, with an in- 
fcription, importing, that Simon the Zealot was interred there. 
His death is faid in thefe martyrologies to have been procured 
by the idolatrous priefls. Thofe who mention the manner of 
Ills death fay he was crucified. St. Peter's church on the Vati- 
can at Rome, and the cathedral of Touloufe are faid to poflcfc 
the chief portions of the relicks of SS. Simon and Jude(4). 

(3) Sec U flier, De pri morel i is Feci. Britan. Alford's Annals. 
Crcliy, 1. 1. Baron. Sec. from Nicephorus, I. z. c. 40. and the Me- 
Tuea ad 20 Apr. 8c 10 Mnij. -(4) Sec Florcntinius in Martyr. 

v>. Hicron. p. t 76. Sauifayc. Mart, Gallic, ad 28 Oft. 
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St. J U D E, Apoflle." 



See 111 lemon I? T. I. J of. Affemani, ad 19 Junij, 7". 6. p. 4^ 

Falconius^ ib. p. 105. Cabnet* 9. 



H E apofrle St. Jude is di/Hnguifhed from the Ifcariot, by 
L the fin name of Thaddreus, which fignifies in Syriack Praif- 

ing, or Ct-nfofTion (being of the fame import with the Hebrew 
word Judas) alfo by that of Lcbbscus, which is given him in 
the Greek text or* St. Matthew ; that word fignifying, accord- 
ing to St. Jerom., a man of wit and understanding, from the 
Hebrew word Lrb^ a heart ; though it might equally be derived 
from the Hebrew word, which hgnifies a Lion. St. Jude was 
brother to St. James the Lefs, as he flyles himfelf in his epifTIe ; 
likewife of St. Simeon of Jerufalem, and of one Jofes (1), who 
are fly led the brethren of our Lord, and were fons of Cleophas, 
and Mary, filter to the BIcflcd Virgin. This apoflle's kindred 
and relation to our Saviour exalted him not fo much in his Mas- 
ter's eyes as his contempt of the world, the ardour of his holy 
zeal and love, and his fufTerings for His fake. It is not known 
when and by what means he became a difciple of Chrift ; no- 
thing having been faid of him in the gofpels before we find him 
enumerated in the catalogue- of the apofllcs. After the lafl flip- 
per, when Chrift promifed to manifeft himfelf to every one 
who fhouJd love him, St. Jude afked 3iim, why he did not ma- 
nifeft himfelf (.0 the world ? By which qucftion he feems to have 
exprefl'-d his expectation of a fecular kingdom of the Mcflias. 
Chrift by his an Aver fatisficd him, that the world is unqualified 
for divine manifestations, being a frranger and an enemy to what 
mud fit fouls for a fellow/hip with heaven 3 but that he would 
honour thofe who truly love him with his familiar convcrfc, and 
would admit them to intimate communications of grace and 
fervour {?.). After our Lord's afcenfion and the defcent of the 
K"ly Gkoh\ St, Jude fct out with the other great conquerors 
ot the world and hell, to pull down the prince of darfcnefs from 
his ufiupcd throne; which this little troop undertook to eft "eel, 
armed only with the word of CJod, and his Spirit. Eufcbius 
relate (■>), that tlie apofUe St. Thomas j'ent St. Thadd.eus, one 
of thr di/ciphjs of our T.onl, to Edefia, and that king AbpflT 
:md n i ! rc:H numb t of his people icccivcd baptifm at his hauik 
St. Jerom and IkJc take this Thaddxus to have been the apoflle 

St. 

'0 ^ T at. xiii . (2) John xiv. 24. (3) U»£ 

}Ui\. 1. 1. c. 13. 
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St. Jude : but it is the general opinion that it was another per- 
fon, one of the feventy-two difciples whom the Greeks com- 
memorate in the Menaea on the twenty -firft of Auguft (a ). 
Nicephorus, Ifidore and the martyrologies tell us, that St. Jude 
preached up and down Judaea, Samaria, Jclumx-a, and Syria ; 
cfpecially in Me fop o tarn i a. St. Paulinus fays (4), that St. Jn.de 
planted the faith in Lybia. This apoftle returned from his mil- 
lions to Jerufalem in the year 62, after the martyrdom of his 
brother St. James, and aflifted at the elc&ion of St. Simeon 
who was like wife his brother (5). He wrote a cathnlicfc or ge- 
neral epiftlc to all the churches of the Eafr, particularly 
addrefling himfelf to the Jewifh converts, amongft whom he 
.had principally laboured. St. Peter had wrote to the fame two 
epifHes before this, and in the fecond, had chiefly in view to 
caution the faithful againfr. the errours of the Simonian^ Ni- 
cholaits and Gnofticks. The havoc k which thefc herefies con- 
tinued to make among fouls llirred up the zeal of Sr. Jude, who 
fometimes copies certain expreflions of St. Peter (6), and feerris 
to refer to the epiftles ofSS. Peter and Paid as if the authors were 
then no more (7). The" hereticks he defcribes by many flrong 
epithets and fimiles, and calls them wandering meteors which 
feem to blaze for a while ; but fet in eternal darknefs. The 
fource of their fall he points out by faying, they are murmurcrs, 
and walk after their own lufts ; for being enflaved to pride, en- 
vy, the love of fenfual pleafure, and other paflions, and ncg- 
lefting to crucify the clefires of the flcfh in their hearts, they 
were ftrangers to fin cere humility, mceknefs and interiour peace. 
The apoftle exhorts the faithful to treat thofe who were fallen 
with tender companion, making a difference between down- 
right malice and weaknefs, and endeavouring by holy fear to 
fave them, by plucking them as brands out of the fire of vice 
and herefy, and hating the very garment that is fpotted with 
iniquity. He puts us in mind to have always before our eyes 
the great obligation we lie under of inccflhntlv building up our 

C* » — > m p - CD l 

fpi ritual edifice of charity, by praying m the Holy Ghoft, 

growing in the love of God, and imploring his mercy through 
Clmll(l/J. From Mefopotamia St. Jude travelled into Per/la, 

£ e 4 as 

(4) S. Paulin. Carm. 26. (5) F.uf. Hi ft. 1. 3. c. ix. 

(6) See J ud. 11. 17. and 2 Pet. ii. 15. &c. ('/) Jud. 17. 

referring to 2 Pet. iii. 2, 3. and 1 Tim. iv. i 9 2. 

(a) On the difciple of our of St. Thomas the .Apofrlc, Dec. 

Lord named Thaddaais, and on 2X. 

tins tranfac~lion fee 13 aillct, Vic tie (b) Luther, the Century- writ- 

S.ThmUi't') 21 Aug. ami the life crs, and Kcmniiius call in quell ion 

cije 
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as Fortunatus (8) 5 and feveral martyrologies tell us. Thofe 
who fay, that he died in peace at Berytus, in Phoenicia, con- 
found him with Thaddaeus, one of the feventy-two difciples 
and the apoftle of Edefla, of whom the Menasa give that ac- 
count (o,). Fortunatus and the weftern martyrologifls tell us 
that the apoftle St. Jude fuffered martyrdom in Perfia ; the Me' 
nology of the emperour Baft], and fome other Greeks fay at 
Arat, or Ararat, in Armenia, which at that time was fubjeft 
to the Parthian empire, and confequently ef teemed part of Per- 
fia. Many Greeks fay he was (hot to death with arrows ; fome 
add, whilfr he was tied on a crofs. The Armenians at this day 
challenge him and St. Bartholomew for the firft planters of the 
faith among them (10). 

XV e owe to God an homage of eternal praife and thanks for 
the Infinite mercy by which he has eftablifhed a church on 
earth, and a church Co richly furniflied with every powerful 
means of i'dii£lhy and grace 5 a church in which his name is al- 
ways 

(8) Fortun. 1. 8. Carni. 4. (o) Meruca ad 21 Aug. 

(10) See Joachim Schroder, in Thefaur. Lingua.: Armeni. p. 149. 
edit, an 1711. Le Quien, Orient. Christian. T. 1. p. 419. 



the divine authority of this epifrie , 
becaufe feveral ancients doubted 
of it : and Grotius fancies it to 
to have been written by Jude, 
the fifteenth bifhop of Jerufalem, 
in the reign of Adrian, The 
tradition of the church makes its 
divine authority and original un- 
ci u eft ion able in the catholick 
church. The learned Dr. Ed- 
ward Pocock, who died at Ox- 
ford, in 1 69 1, and whofe name 
is famous for his lk ill in the Ori- 
ental languages and literature, 
has jifplaycd his talents in feveral 
translations and difquifitions, and 
in comments on Micheas, Mala- 
chy, Qfcr. and Joel. But among 
all his works that on the epilile of 
St*, jude, printed at Leyden, in 
1630, is ellecnied the mo ft cu- 
rious, 

(c) St. Jude was a married 
man before hf. was called to the 
apoftleflnp. Enfebius informs us, 

(1 3. c, zo ) that two graudfons 



of this apoftle, who were poftefled 
jointly of thirty-nine acres of 
land which they tilled with their 
own hands, were accufed by the 
Jews our: of hatred to the name 
of C hrirl, as defcendants from 
king David, when Domitian hud 
ordered all fuch to be put to 
death, to prevent rcbellionsamong 
the Jews. They boldly confefled 
Chrift, but the emperour, charm- 
ed with their fimplicity, and fee- 
ing by their low condition, ;nul 
their hands callous and rough 
with labour, that they were not 
perfons any way dangerous to the 

Hate, di (miffed them. Return- 
ing home- they were promoted to 
the pricJlhood, and governed con- 
jiderable churches. That St. Judti 
was himfeif an hulbandman befoic 
he was called to the apolllclhip, 
we are affured by the Apolloliek 
Co nititu lions, \. aj*. c, 63 } jx' 
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I wavs glorified, and many fouls both by the purity of their Jove 
I and virtue, and by their holy functions are aflbciated to the 
1 company of the blefled angels. It ought alfo to be our firft: and 
I conftant petition in our moft earneft addreffes to God, as we 
1 learn from our Lord's prayer, and as the firft dictates of divine 
I charity and religion teach us, that for the glory of his holy 
1 name he vouch fafe to protect and preferve his church, according 
I to his divine word 5 to dilate its pale, to fan6lify its members, 
I and to fill its paftors with the fame fpirit with which he fo won- 
f derfiilly enriched his apofirles, whom he was pleafed to choofe 
I for the foundation of this facred edifice. If we defire to inhe- 
I rit a ihare of thofe abundant and precious graces which God 
I pours forth upon thofe fouls which he difpofes to receive them, 
\ we muft remember that he never imparts them but to thofe who 
I fmcerely ftudy to die to themfelves, and to extirpate all inordi- 
i' nate attachments and affections out of* their hearts: fo long 
as any of thefe reign in a foul, fhe is one of that world to 
which God cannot manifeft himfelf, or communicate the fweet 
relifh of his love. This is the myftery which Chrift unfolded 
to St. Jude. The world hath not known him. Few even among 
thofe who know God by faith, attain to the experimental 
knowledge of God, and the relifh of his love, becaufe few, 
very few difen tangle their affecTion from creatures. So long as 
their hearts remain fecretly wedded to the world, they fall in 
fome degree under its curfe. And how few ftudj perfectly to ex- 
tinguifh its fpirit in their hearts ? 

On the fame DAY 

St. Faro, bifhop of Meaux, C. The city of Meaux, fituated on 
the Marne, ten leagues from Paris, in the time of the ancient Gauls, 

was fubjedl to the Parihj, and received the firft feeds of faith by the 
preaching of St. Dionyfius of Paris, about the year 250. St. Sanc- 
tums, or Sain tin, firft biihop of Meaux, is faid by fome to have 
been a difciple of that faint in the third age: but Du Plcilis (1) 
thinks him to have been the fame Saintin who was biihop of Ver- 
dun, in the fourth century, and whofc reticles were tranflatcd from 
Meaux to the abbey of St. Vanne, at Verdun, in the eleventh cen- 
tury. His fucceflbur Antoninus, and Rigomcr the ninth biftiop of 
Meaux, are honoured among the Saints. But the eminent fiincHty 
of St. Faro, the fourteenth biihop of this fee, has rendered his name 
the moft ill urinous of all the prelates of this fee, who are mentioned 
in the calendars of the church. His original name is Burgundofaro, 
and that of his holy filter Burgundofara ; die words Faro and Far.i 
i« the Burgundian language fignifyihg of a lineage j fo that thefe 

names 



(1) Du Picflis, T. 1. p. 4. 
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names imply that they were of an ancient noble Burgundian family^), 
which is attefted in the ancient life of St. Faro (3), and by a hymn 
on St. Faro ufed in the ninth age. Their father Agneric was one 
of the principal lords and officers at the court of Theodobcrt II. 
king of Auftrafia ; for Meaux and Brie then belonged to that king- 
dom, not to Burgundy, as Bailiet pretends (4). For though Gon- 
tran, king of Orleans and Burgundy, from 561 to 592, pofiefied 
the county of Sens, which had formerly been part of Auftra- 
fia; the kings of Auftrafia were all that time in poffeffion of Meaux. 
Agnery had by his wife Leodegondis four children, St. Cagnoald 
(who took the monaflick habit at Luxeuil under St. Columban) St. 
Faro, St. Fara and St. Agnetrudis. His feat was at Pipimifium, two 
Jeagues from Meaux, in the foreft of Brie, according to the lives of 
St. Euflatius and St. Faro : which feems the village of Champigny, 
in Brie, rather than Aubigny, as Mabillon conjeclured ( 5), but which 
lies on die other fide. There Agnery harboured St. Columban, in 
610, and that holy abbot gave his bleifing to him and to each of his 
children, Cagnoald, the eldelt, having lived under his difcipline fmce 
the year 594, and then bearing him company. St. Faro fpent his 
youth in the court of King Theodobert II. where his life was rather 
that of a rcclufe than a courtier. After the death of Theodebcrr, 
•and that of his brother and fucccflbur Theodoric, the faint, in 613, 
parted to the court of Clotaire II. who reunited the whole French 
monarchy. When that prince, provoked at the infolcnt fpeeches 
of certain Saxon embafladours, had caft them into prifon, and fworn 
lie would caufe them to be put to death, St. Faro iirft prevailed on 
him to defer the execution twenty-four hours, and afterward not on- 
ly to pardon them, but alfo to fend them home loaded with prcfents. 
Mabillon quotes certain charters which Sr.Faro fubferibed in quality of 
referendary or chancellor (6). Dom Du Flctfis obferves (7), that it 
is an unpardonable blunder of Yepez, (S), who tells us, that St. Faro 
made his monafiick profeffion at Rebais, when that abbey was not in 
being. Trithemius fays (9), he took the habit at Luxeuil : .which is 
nlfo an evident miflake. For it is certain, that from a fccidar milita- 
ry Mate he pafled to that of the fecular clergy. At court he employed 
his credit with his prince to protect the innocent, the orphan unci the 
widow ; and to relieve and comfort all that were in diftrefs. The 
life which he led there was moll edifying and holy : prayer and pious 
meditation were his principal delight, and he inflamed his foul every 
clay more and more with the love of heavenly things. His great 
virtues niicl abilities engaged the cflccm and aftcclion of the king and 
the whole nation : yet the world whilfl it flattered and fouled on him, 

(z) Ruinart, Not. in Chronic. Frcdegar. p. 621. Du Pleflis, 
note n. T. 1. p. 631- (3) Ap. JViab. Ad. Bened. T. 2- 

p. 611. (4) Bailiet, Viede S. Faro, 28 Oft. (5) An- 

nul, llencd. T. 1. p. 304. not. (6) Annal. Bened. T. 1. 

v . w . and App. p. 685. (7) L. 1. n. 41. p. 31. (£) Cr0 '!' 
dcS.ihmoit, T.2. p. 176. (9) i3cvir.illuflr.ord. b.BwwA 

I. 4, c. 129. 
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difpleafed. His employments in it, how juft focver, fccmcd to di~ 
jlmd his mind too much from God, and he faw nothing in it but 
{naves and dangers. One day he entertained his filler St. Fara, who 
tvas at that time abbefs, on this fiibjedfc in fuch a manner, that being 
penetrated more than ever with thefe fentiments, he was inipired 
with an earneft dciire to forfake the world. Blidcchildc, his wife, 
whofe confent he afked, was in the fame dilpoiltions ; and they part- 
ed by mutual confent. She took the religious veil, and retired to a 
foJitary place upon one of her own eftates, which feems to have been 
at Aupigny, where fome years after fhe died in the odour of ianctiry. 
St. X 7 aro received the clerical tonfure, and was the ornament of the 
clergy of Meaux ; which epifcopal fee becoming vacant by the death 
of the bifhop Gondoald, he was unanimously cliofen to rill it about 
the year 626. 

The holy prelate laboured for the faJvation of the fouls commit- 
ted to his charge with unwearied zeal and attention, and promoted 
exceedingly their advancement in chriftian .perfection, and the con - 
verfion of thofe who had not yet forfaken the errours of idolatry. 
The author of his life tells us, that he refcorcd fight to a blind man 
by conferring on him the facrament of confirmation and wrought fe- 
veral other miracles. In 650, he afliilcd at the council of Sens: he 
invited holy men into his diocefs, and encouraged and promoted 
pious foundations to be fancluaries of religion, and nurferies and 
ichools of piety and virtue. Excited by his exhortations and exam- 
ple many others entered into the fame zealous views, and gave them- 
reives up to the moft hcroick practices of virtue f a J. 

St. 



{a) Among thefe no one feems 
to have been more remarkable than 
a certain lord of the court, and 
near relation of our faint, called St. 
Atithaire, and by the common peo- 
ple St. Oys, who refidcd at J fly 
031 tiic Marne, of the parilh church 
of which village he is the titular 
feint. His two virtuous fons Ado, 
and Dado (or St. Owen) were 
brought up in the court of Dago- 
ben J. and the former was made 
uvafurcr, the latter referendary ; 
but both whilit they ferved their 
prince, afpired only after the folic! 
goods of the life to come. Ado 
iu-il took the refolulion of dedi- 
<«i;in£ himfelf entirely to God in 
i'.ence and retirement, and about 
« lie year 630 founded the great 
nuniailery of Jouarre, in a loreft 
oi that name, in Brie, four leagues 



from Meaux, to the Earl, a league 
beyond Ufi'y. Here burying him- 
felf alive, he broke oft' all com- 
merce with the world to enter- 
tain himfelf only with God and 
his own foul on the great affair 
for which he was created. After 
a molt holy and penitential life of 
many years, he arrived at the hap- 
py term which opened to him a 
paflage to a glorious eternity. 
Many lords of the firft dillinc'tion 
embraced the monaftick Hate in 
this Jioufe under his direction ; 
and among others Agilbert, who 
going into England was chofen 
bilhop of Dorchefter, when that 
fee had been fome time vacant 
after flic death of St. Uirinus : but 
returning into France he died hi- 
mop of f/aris. His /iller St. 'I he- 

lehildc. was appointed full abbefs 
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St. Faro afforded a. retreat to St. Fiaker, and. dire&ed many faints 
of both fexes in the, paths of perfection, and had a fhare in many 
pious eft abli foments made by others. A little before his death he 
founded in the fuburbs of the city of Meaux, where he poifefTed a 
large eftate, the great monaftery of the Holy Crofs, which now bears 
his name, and is of the reformed Congregation of St. Maur. St. Faro 
placed in it monks from Luxeuil, of the inftitute of St. Columban ; 
but the rule of St. Bennet was afterward received here, and the famous 
abbey of Prum founded by king Pepin in the Ardennes, in 763, was 
a Filiation of this houfe. St. Faro after having peopled his diocels 
with fo many faints, went to receive the recompence of his labours 
on the twenty-eighth of October, in 672, being about fourfcore 
years old, and having governed the church of Meaux forty-fix 

years (10). See the three Latin lives of St. Faro, one compiled 

by Hildeger, biihop of Meaux, in the ninth century (ap. Mabil. An. 
Be?t. T. 2. p. 606.) another in verfe, written by Fulcoius, fubdeacon 
of Meaux in the eleventh century ; and a third published by Surius, 
with alterations of the ftyle : extant genuine in manufcripts at St. 
Faro's, &c. See alfo Dom Touffaints Du Pleflis, the Mauriil monk's 
Hiji. de Eglife de Meaux, T. I. I. 1, n. 41, 42, 43. 64. 73. note 22, 
Z3, 24. 36.; and on the plundering of St. Faro's church by the Hu- 
guenots, ib. 1. 4. n. 49, 50. p. 358, T. 2. p. 664. 

St. Neot, Anchoret, C. To this holy hermit is generally afc rib • 
cd the glorious project of the foundation of our firft and mod noble 

uni- 



(10) See Le Cointe 

of the nunnery of Jouarre, this 
being a double monaftery. She 
died about the year 660, and is 
honoured at Meaux on the tenth 
of October. St. Bcrtile, one of 
her nuns, after having been long 
priorefs of this houfe, and afliftant 
to the abbefs, was called to Chelles 
by St. Bathildes in 646, and made 
the firft abbefs of that royal mo- 
naftery, iituated four leagues from 
Paris/ She governed the abbey 
of Chelles forty -fix years, and 
died about the year 692. Whilit, 
Ado fimftificd the fore It of Jouarre 
by his holy ettabliflkmcnt, St. 
Owen founded, about the year 
634, the abbey of Refbac, now 
called Rebais, three leagues from 
Jouarre: of this houfe St. Agilis, 
called in French Aile, pronounced 
El, a monk of Luxeuil, was ap- 
pointed firft abbot, and h, honour* 



.nnal. Eccl. Franc. 

ed among the faints on the thirti- 
eth of Auguft. His difciple St. 
Philibert fucceeded him at Rebais, 
and afterward founded the abbeys 
of Jumieges, Nermoutier, Pavilly, 
Montivil'iers, and St. Bennet of 
Quincy. His difciple St.Regu- 
lus was chofen archbifliop of 
Rheims, and inftituted the abbey 
of Orbais in the diocefs ofSoiubn:.. 
St. Walter, a monk of Rebais, in 
1069, inuitutcd, and was made 
firft abbot of the famous mona- 
ftery of St.Gernianiis,no\v called 
St. Martin's, at Pontoife, and is 
mentioned in the calendars on the 
eighth of April. On the Inju- 
ries and miracles of thefe inints 
fee Mabil Ion's Afta fanflorum Or- 
dims St. Bond, and his /Itumhs 
BetiedifthiU On other ^ pious 

foundations made at that time at 

Mean* fee the life of St. Far* 
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university, in which he was king Alfred's firft advifer (/?). St. Neot 
was born of noble parentage, and according to many authors related 
to king Alfred. In his youth he took the monaitick habit at Glai ten- 
bury, and purfued his iludies with great application, in which a natu- 
ral 



(a ) The chief fchools which, 
by the advice of St. Neot, king 
Alfred founded, were thofe of 
Oxford, as the archives of that 
univerfity produced by Wood, 
and as JBrompton, Malmefbury, 
Higden, Harpsfield and others 
aflure us. Wood thinks this king 
founded there one college for all 
the fciences, befides gram ma r- 
fchools. Ayliffe, who is lefs ac- 
curate, in his hiftory of Oxford, 
pretends that three halls or col- 
leges were erected there by this 
irince, which is indeed affirmed 
iy John Roufe or Rofs, the War- 
wick hiitorian, who died in 1 49 1 . 
Aflerius of Menevia, in his lif' 
of king Alfred, names not Ox- 
ford, and may be underltood of 
fchools fet up by the king in his 
own palace; but that St. Grim - 
bald taught at Oxford feems clear 
from 3iis feat there in St. Peter's 
church. John the Saxon, and 
others were his collegues. But 
St. Neot never left his foli- 
tude ; and Aflerius mentions 
of himfelf only his flaying in 
Alfred's court fix months every 
year ; for he would always fpend 
the other fix months in his mo- 
naitery at Menevia or St. David's. 
There is indeed a paflagc in A fie- 
ri us, which mentions a difpute 
between the new and the old 
fcholavs at Oxford under St. Grim- 
bald : but this teems an interpo- 
lation, and is wanting in arch- 
bilhop Parker's edition, though 
defended as genuine by Mr. VVife 
in his edition of tin's life of king 
Alfred, at Oxford, in 1722. Wood 
(p. 4.) and others ( sfairot . in <vit. 
dlfrcJi, p, 136.) imagine fchools 



at Grecelade and Lechelade to 
have flourished under the Britons 
and Saxons, and to have been on- 
ly tranflated to Oxford, and there 
revived by king Alfred after the 
wars had interrupted them . But 
the monuments in which mention 
is made of them, are at belt very 
uncertain : and Lechelade, fo call- 
ed from phyficians, is a Saxon, 
not a Britifhword. The fchools 
at Oxford decayed after Alfred's 
r' gn, and that city was burnt by 
- e Danes in 979, and again in 
Dog. Robert Poleyn or Pull us, 
n Engli/hman who had rtudied 
at Paris, returning home, reftored 
facred ftudies at Oxford, in 1 1 33, 
in the reign of Henry I. and car- 
ried the glory of this univerfity 
to the higheft pitch. Being made 
cardinal, and chancellor of the 
Roman churchV by Lucius If. he 
obtained the greatell privileges 
for this univerfity about the year 
1 1 50. His treatifc on the facra- 
ment of penance, was printed at 
Paris, in 1654.. Several of his 
fcrmons and other works of piety 
are extant in manufcripts. See 
Leland and Tanner Dc Scriptcr. 
Brit. p. 602. Leland's ///>/. T. 
4. rfpp* p. 156, and Wood's Hift, 
U?2tOxo):. T. 1. p. 40. T. 2. p. 
31. Nothing more fenfibly be- 
trays the weaknefs of human na- 
ture than the folly of feeking a 
falfe imaginary glory, especially 
in thofe who inconteilably pofiefs 
every molt ilJuflrioLis title of true 
grcatnefs. Some weak and lying 
impo/tors pretended to raile the 
reputation of the vmivcrfity of 
Cambridge by forgeries which 
it is a difgracc not to dcipifu and 

moil 
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ral ftrong inclination from his infancy was the index of his -extraordi- 
nary genius and capacity. He became one of the greateft fcholars of 
the age, but was yet more admirable for his humility, piety and de- 
votion. The bifhop of the diocefs was fo taken with his faintly deport- 
ment and converfation, that when the faint was yet very young, he 
by compulfion ordained him firft deacon, and foon after prieft. St. 
Neot dreaded the danger of being drawn out of his beloved obfcu- 
rity, which he coveted above all earthly bleffings ; being more de- 
firous to Aide gently through the world without being fo much as 
taken notice of by others, and without being diftra&ed from apply- 

* 
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molt feverely ccnfure. Nicholas 
Cautelupes, or Cantlow, a Car- 
melite friar, in 1440, publifheda 
collection of forged grants of Bri- 
tifli kings, Gurgunt, Lucius, Ar- 
thur, andCadwald,and of feveral 
ancient popes, under the title of 
the Hifiory of Cambridge : in 
which his fimplicity and credu- 
lity, which do not obfcure the 
character of great piety which 
Leland gives him, ought not-to 
impofe upon our underltandings. 
See Parker's Hifiory of Cambridge. 
Cair Grant was one of the twen- 
ty-eight cities of Britain under the 
Romans ; but fallen to decay when 
Bede wrote (Hifi. 1. 4. c. 19.) 
From its ruins Cambridge arofe 
at a fmall diftance, as appears 
from Henry of Huntington, and 
the writers of Croyland and Ram- 
dey. Some have pretended that 
here was the fchool, which Bede, 
or the fchools, which Malmef- 
bury, Florentius and H. of Hun- 
tington fay king Sigebcrt found- 
ed, by the advice of St. Felix, in 
636. But it is more rcafonable 
to believe thofc foundations to 
have been made near Dummoc 
in Suffolk. And whatever fchools 
might flourim at Cambridge un- 
der the Saxons, it is certain there 
were no remains under the firft 
Norman kings. The foundation 
of this feat of the fciences was 
laid in the reign of Henry J I, 

Peter of tfloii., a, c,o temporary 



writer, in his Co7iti7iuation of hi- 
gulpbuis Hifiory ; publifhcd by 
Gale (Script. Hiji. JngL T. 1. 
p. 1 14.) relates, that Soffrid, ab- 
bot of Croyland, fent fome learn- 
ed monks of that houfe, to their 
manor of Cotenham near Cam- 
bridge, who hiring a great houfe 
in Cambridge went thither every 
day, and taught at different hours 
the whole circle of the fciences, 
a great concourfe of ftudents re- 
torting to their lelfons. From 
thefe beginnings that univerfity 
loon rofe to the higher! degree 
of fplendour, and Peterhoufe was 
the firft regular college that was 
erected there, Hugh Balfham, bi- 
fhop of Ely, founding it in 1284. 

The general ftudy of Paris is 
faid to have been founded by 
Charlemagne before the year 800. 
But Eginhard, that prince's fecre- 
tary and hillorian, mentions in 
his life only the general fchools of 
all the fciences founded by him 
in his own palace. And Alcuin, 
his advifcr (who propofed to him 
for his model, in erecting his col- 
leges, the great fchool at York, 
from whence he came) when lie 
left the court, retired to Tours, 
not to Paris. At leaft the fchools 
creeled by that prince at Paris, 
became not very general or fa- 
mous before the twelfth century. 
See Egallius tfukcus, HiJL Uniwrji- 

tatis Paris. mi< 1665, and Dam 

Rivet, IJifi, liter* T- S> 6> 7- 
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jng his mind to his only great affair in this life, than niofr. men arc* 
to buttle and make parade on the theatre of the world. He feared 
particularly the infinuating poifon of vanity which eafily iteals into* 
the heart amidft appJaufe even without being perceived. There- 
fore.-, with the leave of his fuperiour, he retired to a folitude ia 
Cornwall which was then called St. Guerir's from a Britifh faint 
of that name, but is fincc called from our holy anchoret, Neot- 
iloke. In this hermitage he emaciated his body by rigorous fails, 
and nourifhed his foul with heavenly contemplation, in which he re- 
ceceived great favours of God, and was fometimes honoured with 
the vifits of angels. After feven years fpent in this retreat he made 
a pilgrimage to Rome ; but returned again to the fame cell. Several 
perfons of quality and virtue began to refort to him to beg the afli fi- 
ance of his prayers, and holy counfels ; and the reputation of his 
tvifdom and experience in the paths of an interiour life reached the 
ears of king Alfred {b). That great prince from that time, especi- 
ally 



1 



(b) Alfred the Great is named 
among the, faints on the twenry- 
fixth of Odlober in two Saxon 
calendars mentioned in a note 
on the Saxon tranflation of the 
New Teftament : alio in fome 
other private calendars, and in 

Wilfon's inaccurate Englifh niar- 
tyrology on the twenty -eighth of 
October. Yet it does not appear 
that he was ever propofed in any 
church to the publick veneration 
of the faithful. In this incom- 
parable prince were united the 
faint, the foldier and the ftatef- 
man in a moll eminent degree. 
Sir Henry Spelman (CW. Brit.) 
gives us his character in a rapture. 
11 O Alfred," fays he, " the won- 
" dcr and aitonifhmcnt of all 
u ages ! If we roll eel on his piety 
" and religion, it would fecm 
" that lie had always lived in a 
" cloiftcr : if on his warlike ex- 
" ploits, that he had never been 
" out of camps : if on his learn- 
ing and writings, that he had 
fpent his whole life in a col- 
lege : if on his wholefomc 
u laws, and wife adminiUrarion, 
" that thefe had been his whole 
V iltidy and employment." It 



may be doubted whether ever 
any king fliewed greater abili- 
ties on a throne : but in this 
circumftance he was perfectly 
happy, that all his wonderful at- 
chicvements and great qualifica- 
tions were directed and made per- 
fect by the pureil motives of 
piety and religion, and an uni- 
form heroick fanctity. Alfred 
was the fourth and yotmgeft fon 
of Ethel wolph, the pious king of 
the Well-Saxons, and fecond mo- 
narch of all England, He was 
born at Wantage inBerkfhire, in 
849. His wit, beauty, and to- 
ward ly difpofition endeared him 
from his infancy to the whole 
kingdom, efpecially to his. father, 
who font him to Rome, when 
he was only five years old, that 
he might receive the pope's blef- 
fing. Leo IV. who then fat in 
St. Peter's chair, adopted him for 
his fon, and as Malmeibury fays, 
by a happy prcfagc of his future 
dignity, anointed him king, Lc- 
laiul rather thinks this unction 
was the iiicramcnt of coniirma- 
tian : but this, according to die 
difeipline of the Kn^lilh, Spanilh 
mid ievwa] other churches, was 

given 
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ally while he lay concealed in Somerfetfhire to the death of the holy 
hermit, frequently vifited him, and doubtlefs by his difcourfes re- 
ceived great light, and was inflamed with frelh ardour in the practice 
of virtue. St. Neot's counfels were alfo to him of great ufe for re- 
gulating the government of his kingdom. Our faint particularly re. 
commended to him the advancement of ufeful and facred ftudies, 
and advifed him to repair the fchools of the Englifli founded at 
Rome, and to eflablifh others at home. Both which things this 
king moll: munificently executed Our hiftorians agree that the plan 
of erecting a general Study of all the fciences and liberal arts was 
laid by this holy anchoret; and upon -it Alfred is faid to have founded 
the univerfity of Oxford. By his advice the king invited to his court 
A fieri us, a monk of Menevia or St. David's in "Wales ; Grimbald, a 
monk of St. Bertin'<s (from whom part of the chancel in St. Peter's 
old church at Oxford is called to this day St. GrimbaLTs feat) and 
John the Saxon from Old Saxony, whom he nominated abbot of the 
new monaftery which he founded at Athelingay in Somerfetfhire. 
This John the Saxon is by fome confounded with John Scotus 
Erigena, who without any invitation or encouragement of king 
Alfred, was obliged to leave France for certain heterodox opinions 
which he had advanced, taught a private fchool at Malmefbury, 
and was murdered by his own fcholars. Alford, Wood and Camb- 
den, upon the authority of certain annals of Worcefter, make St. 
Neot the firft profeflbr of theology at Oxford : 'but this feems not 
conliftent with the more ancient authentick accounts of thofe times ; 
and St.Neot feems to have died about the time when that univerfity was 
creeled, in 877, or according to Tanner, 883. His death happen- " 
ed on the thirty-hrft of July, on which day his principal feftival was 

kept : 



given to infants as foon as it 
could be done after they were 
baptized. Montfaucon and other 
French hiftorians obferve, that Pe- 
pin in France was the nrft chri- 
ilian king, who (in imitation of 
the Jewiih kings by God's ap- 
pointment) was anointed at his 
coronation : and Alfred was the 
firft among our Englilh princes, 
who received that rite. Whether 
the pope thought it due to fo 
promifmg a fon of a great king, 
or whether he looked upon it 
that fome fovcrcignty in Eng- 
land would fall to his lot is un- 
certain. Ethel wolph foon after 
making himfclf a pilgrimage to 
Rome, carried Alfred thither a 
fecond time. Through the con- 



fufion of the times, amidft the Da- 
nifh invafions, this prince was 
twelve years old before he learn- 
ed to read. He had a happy 
memory, and an excellent genius, 
and we have a proof of his cagcr- 
nefs and application in the follow- 
ing inftance. His mother one day 
fhewed him and his brothers a fine 
book in Saxon verfe, promifmg to 
give it him who flioulcl firft read 
and underftand it. Alfred was 
only beginning to learn to read ; 
but cunning firaight to his maftcr, 
did not reft till he not only read 
it, but got it by heart. He natu- 
rally loved poetry, and in Iw 
childhood got feveral poems by 
heart. He excelled more in nil 

other aits and fciences than in 

grammar, 
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jcept : his name was alfo commemorated on the days 
flations of his relicks. His bod/ was firft buried 
Vol, IV. 

grammar, that ftudy being then 
at a low ebb in this country, fays 
bifhop Tanner from an ancient 
chronicle. His elder brothers 
EthelbaJd, Ethelbert and Ethelred 
fucceflively filled the throne ; Al- 
fred, though very young, appear- 
ed often at the head of their ar- 
mies. The death of Ethelred 
which happened on the twenty- 
fecond of April, fet the crown 
upon his head in the year 871, 
the twenty-fecond of his age. 
The Danes at that time poured 
upon rhis ifland like a tempeft, 
landing in feveral parts at once ; 
they had lately martyred St. Ed- 
mund, were poflefled of the three 
kingdoms of the Eaft-Angles, 
Northumbrians and Mercians, 
and with feveral armies were in 
the very heart of that of the 
Weft-Saxons which then com- 
prifed all the reft. The Englifh 
having fought eight or nine great 
battles within the compafs of the 
preceding year, were exhaufted 
and difpirited, and feeing new 
armies rife up againft them on 
every fide were at a lofs whi- 
• ther to betake themfelves. The 
young king had fcarce folem- 
nifed his brother's funerals, when 
in a month's time he was obliged 
with an inconfiderable army to 
engage the whole power of the 
Banes near Wilton. By his cou- 
rage and Valour they were forced 
at firft to fly ; but finding the 
number of the purfucrs to be 
fmall, they rallied, and became 
mafters of the field. Twice they 
were compelled to leave Wcft-fex, 
and to promifc never to return : 
but new armies immediately re- 
newed their depredations. Con- 
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trary to their oaths and obliga- 
tions, in the beginning of the 
year 878, they entered Weft-fex 
with a great power, took Chip- 
penham, the royal palace, in 
Wiltfhire, and laid wafte the 
whole country. King Alfred was 
conftrained with a fmall number 
of attendants to retire among 
the woody and boggy parts of 
Somerfetfhire, and conceal himfelf 
for fix months between the rivers 
of Thone and Parrer, in the ifle of 
Athelingay, now called Athel- 
ney, where he built a little caftle. 
Here he lay hid fix months, mak- 
ing reading and prayer his chief 
employment, and frequently vi~ 
firing St. Neot, his fpiritual di- 
rector. With a fmall troop of 
ftout men he often furprifed his 
enemies with good fuccefs, and 
if he happened to be overpower- 
ed by numbers he always ap- 
peared formidable to them in the 
manner in which he made hi? 
retreat. His afflictions were to 
him a fchool for the exercife of 
all virtues, and he fought in the 
firft place by his penance, pati- 
ence and confidence in God to 
appeafe the divine indignation* 
While he lay in this little caftle, 
or rather, according to the terms 
of the hiftorian, in a poor cottage 
in that country, it being winter, 
and the waters being all frozen 
fo that no fifh could be got in 

that place, his companions went 
out at fome dillance to get fame 
fowl or fifh for provifions. In 
the mean time a poor man came 
to the door begging an alms. 
The king who was reading, or- 
dered fame bread to be given to 
hjm. flis mother who was alone 
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church in Cornwal, where certain difciples to whom 
the monaftick habit, had founded a little monaftery. 
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with him, faid there was but one 
loaf in rhe cattle, which would 
not fufhce for themfelves that 
day. Yet he prayed her to give 
half of it to the poor man, bid- 
ing her truft in Him who fed five 
thoufand men with hve loaves 
and two fillies. Several of our 
belt hiilorians add, that the king 
foon after falling into a H umber 
received in rccompence of his 
charity an afiiirance from St. 
Cuthbert in a vifion, that God 
would fhortly reflorc him to his 
kingdom. Soon after he heard 
that Hubba, the Danifh general, 
brother to Hinguar, landing in 
Devonlhire, had been defeated 
and flain by Odun, the loyal 
earl of Devon, near the caitle 
.of Kenwith. The place where 
Hubba was buried, under a great 
heap of Hones, is called to this 
day HubbleLtones. The Reafan 
or Raven, the facred ilandard of 
the Danes who placed in it a 

fuperflitious confidence, and on 
which that bird was painted, was 
found among the ipoils. Upon 
this news Alfred left his retreat, 
PuTemblcd an army in Sclwood 
forelt, and marched againit the 
Danes at Edingdun, where hav- 
ing chofen his poll on a rifing 
ground, he «j,avc the infidels a 
total overthrow, fo that they 
were obliged to receive his con- 
ditions, 'rhe chief of the It* were, 
Chat all the idolaters fhould quit 
the ifland, and that thofc Dane* 
that embraced the chrillian faith 
ihould confine themfelves to the 
kingdom of the Kail-Angler, 
which they had pofleiled ever 
fince the martyrdom of St. Ed- 
ouuud jn S70 j bu( which tliey 



were now to hold of king Al- 
fred. Guthrum, one of their van- 
quifhed kings, received baptifm, 
with a multiude of his people, at 
Aller, Alfred's palace, in Somer- 
fetfhire. King Alfred flood god- 
father to him, aud made him kino- 
of the Eaft-Angles, where he 
reigned twelve years 5 and after 
him Eorick ; after whofe deceafe 
Edward the Elder reunited that 
kingdom to the Englifh monar- 
chy. Alfred drew up a particu- 
lar body of laws, adapted to the 
Danifh converts, which he gave 
to king Gunthrum, and obliged 
him and his people to obfervc. 
They are extant in Spelman, 
Wilkins, and the ninth volume 
of Labbe's councils. In' 883, 
Alfred vanquifhed and flew Hin- 
guar and Haltdene, two Danifh 
leaders in the north, took great 
care to repeople and cultivate 
thofe depopulated provinces, and 
conftituted one Guthred king of 
the Northumbrians, who being a 
moil religious and valiant man, 
defended his dominions, and gave 
to the church of St. Cuthbert at 
Durham the country which is 
fince called the bifhoprick of 
Durham, as Simeon of Durham, 
and the chronicle of Mailros re- 
late. Alfred was no lefs achvc 
in reiloring thedefolate provinces 
of Mercia, where the Danes, in 
874, had burnt Rependune, now 
Repton upon Trent, in UurSy- 
fhirc, the ancient burial-place of 
the Mercian kings, and had 1; id 
vvalte the whole countrj . Tac 
infidels made again formidable 

dcfccnr&in Kent and other plueei 
in 993, and the following yean: 

but wwo a* often totally routoJ 
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an the reign of king Edgar were removed by count Etlielrick and. 
ii3 famous lady "Ethelfleda, put of Cornwal into Huntington- 
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by this vigilant and valiant king, 
who is faid to have fought fifty- 
fix battles. He every where en- 
couraged the Englifh to rcfume 
their dpirits,. and taught them to 
conquer. But the detail of his 
military exploits we leave to the 
writers of the civil hiftory of our 
country, and only repeat with 
William of Malmefbury, that 
when this king feemed caft down 
on the earth, he was hull a terrour 
to his enemies ; that in all bat- 
tles he was every where prefent, 
linking fear into their breafts, 
and palenefs over their counte- 
nances, and infpiring his own 
foldiers with courage. He alone 
would reft ore the combat when 
his army was ready to difperfe ; 
he alone would prefent his breaft 
to the {words of the enemy, and 
by his example force his foldiers 
to repulfe the infulting and pur- 
fuing infidels. About the year 
890 the Normans, or barbarians 
from the northern coafts of the 
Baltick, landed in England, but 
being repelled by king Alfred 
made a dcfccnt upon the weftcrn 
coafts of France, carried their 
arms into the heart of that king- 
dom, thrice laid fiegc to Paris, 
and during fourfcore years com- 
pelled the provinces to redeem 
thcmfelves from plunder by ex- 
orbitant fums of money which 
were an allurement to repeat their 
invafions , till Charles the Simple 
gave his daughter Gifcle in mar- 
riage to Rollo, their leader, in 
91 2, with part of Vexin, and that 
part of Ncuftria which from that 
time has been called the dutchy 
of Normandy. Holla receiving 

baptifm took the name of Robert. 



-King Alfred being aware that the 
fafety and natural ft length of. this 
ifland confirts in its navies, became 
himfelf well fkilled in maratime 
affairs, and fpent three years in 
building and fitting out a fleet, by 
•which in 883 he gave the Danifh 
pirates every where the chafe, and 
afierted the dominion of the Bri- 
tilh feas. This fleet he afterward 
much increafed, and with won - 
derful fagacity devifed himfelf a 
kind of Ihips of a new conftruc- 
tion, which gave him. infinite ad- 
vantages over a people continu- 
ally pra&ifcd in naval armaments. 
Sir John Spelman was not able to 
determine whether they were ihips 
or gallies. But it appears, fays 
Mr. Campbell [Lives of Admirals, 
T. 1. p. 56.) that they were gal- 
lies, for the facility of running 
them clofe unto more, or up into 
creeks. We are at leaft aflured, 
that they were longer, higher 
and fwifter than the veflels in 
common ufe in a duplicate pro- 
portion. At the fame time this 
king extended the commerce of 
his fubjects with other nations, 
knowing of what advantage this 
is to a kingdom, by which foreign 
riches perpetually flow into it ; 
alio how neccfiary it is for the im- 
provement of navigation, and for 
a conftant fupply of able and 
flcilful feamen for the navy. He 
font out ihips to difcover and do- 
fcribe far dillant countries, and 
employed Ohthcr the 13, me for 
the difeovery of a north -cuft paf- 
fage, and afterward Wulfftan, an 
Euglilhinan, to explore the nor- 
thern countries. In the 1 nan li- 
fe rip t accounts of thefe voyages, 
and the furvey of the eoails of 

Nor- 
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fhire, and depoiited at Einulsfbury, fince called St. Neot's or Sr 
Need's, where an abbey was built by count Alfrick, which bore his 

name 



Norway and Lapland we find, 
•fays Mr. Cambell, fo furprifing 
accuracy and judgment as muft 
•oblige lis to confefs, that the age 
of Alfred was an age of good 
fenfe and far fuperiour in know- 
ledge to thofe that fucceeded it. 
Alfred's victories over the Danes 
procured him frequent intervals 
of peace ; and this became at 
length fixed and lading, the latter 
part of his reign not being difturb- 
tz& with any fears or invafions. If 
the conduct and courage of this 
.great king in war was admirable, 
his wifdom appeared Rill more 
.confpicuous in the care and pru- 
dence wherewith he improved 
his kingdom by the arts of peace, 
and by wholefome laws and a 
conftant attention to fee them 
well executed. When he came 
to the throne, the whole coun- 
try was become a defer t, and it 
was a difficult matter for men to 
find fubfiflence even when they 
were freed from the fear of ene- 
mies. Alfred encouraged agri- 
culture, and all the necefiary and 
ufeful arts-, in which he was him- 
felf the author of many new im- 
provements. For by con veiling 
with men of abilities, and by 
comparing together his informa- 
tions not only in the fciences, 
but alio in vaiious arts, he came 
to the knowledge of many things ; 
and by his penetration-, the juilnefs 
of his reaioning and reflections, 
and a fuperiour judgment, he 
made many important difcove- 
ries, and arrived at a degree of 
fkill, of which even they from 
whom he received his intelli- 
gence, were often ignorant. Such 
w« tJio dele-late condition to 



which feveral provinces were re- 
duced by the late devaftations and 
wars, that he was obliged to order 
feed to be diitributed gratis to 
fow the earth, and to encourage 
tillage by premiums. Jt is a jure 
remark of Felibier, that the Mate 
of architecture has always been 
in every country the fure proof 
in what degree arts fiourilhed, and 
true tafte and elegance prevailed. 
This appeared in the reign of Al- 
fred, as it had done among the 
Greeks and Romans. This prince 
adorned his kingdom with many 
magnificent churches, and other 
buildings, directing himfelf the 
artificers. He taught the people 
to build their houfes of brick or 
Hone, which till then had been 
ufually made of wood and mor- 
tar. He erected feveral caftles 
and fortrefles, repaired the walls 
of London, and founded three 
monafteries, a rich nunnery at 
Shaftefbury, in which his daugh- 
ter Algiva or Ethelgiva was the 
firft abbefs, and a monaftery at 
Athelingay, now Athelney, into 
which he turned the cattle in 
which he lived during his 
there. Nothing is more famous 
in the reign of this king than his 
care and prudence in fettling the 
publick tranquillity of the Hate, 
by an exact adrninittration of juf- 
tice. Jn the preceding times of 
war and confufion, cfpecially 
whilft the king and his followers 
lurked at Athelney, or up and 
down and in cottages, the Englifli 
tbemfelves became lawlefs, and in 
many places revolted and plun- 
dered their own country. Alfred 
by fettling a moll prudent polity, 
mid by a ri^orou* execution of 

the 
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the laws, reftored fo great a tran- 
quillity throughout the whole 
kingdom, that, according to the 
common aflertion of our hifto- 
rians, if a traveller had loft a 
purfe of money on the highway, 
he would find it untouched the 
next day. We are told in Bromp- 
ton's Chronicle, that gold brace- 
lets were hung up at the parting 
of feveral highways, which no 
man durft prefume to touch. Al- 
fred compiled a body of laws 
from thofe of Ina, OfFa and E- 
thelbert, to which he added fe- 
veral new ones, which all tended 
to maintain the publick peace 
and fafety, to enforce the ob- 
servance of the divine precepts 
and to preferve the refpecl: which 
is clue to the church and its paf- 
tors. For crimes they inflicl fines 
or mulcts proportioned to the 
quality and fortune of the de- 
linquent; as, for withholding the 
Peter-pence, for buying, felling 
or working on the Lord's-Day 
or a Holyday a Dane's fine was 
twelve ores or ounces, an Englifh- 
man's thirty ihillings : a (lave was 
to forfeit his hide, that is, to be 
whipped. The mulct of a Dane 
Mas called Laf/j-Iiic, that of an 
Englifhman Wearc-wite* or gen- 
tleman's mulct. Were or Werc- 
gihl was the mulct or Satisfaction 
for a crime : it was double for a 
crime cominited on a Sunday or 
Holyday or in Lent. By thefe 
laws it appears that flaves in Kng- 
huid enjoyed a property, and 
could earn for themfelvcs, when 
they worked at timea in which 



they were not obliged to work: 
for their maimers : in which they 
differed from Uriel flaves, of 
whom the Roman laws treat. Al- 
fred's laws were mild, fcarce any 
crimes except murder being pu- 
mined with death ; but only with 
fines, or if thefe could not be 
paid, with the lofs of a hand or 
foot. But the feverity with which 
thefe laws were executed, main- 
tained the publick peace. Alfred 
firit inftituted trials to lie deter- 
mined by juries of twelve unex- 
ceptionable men of equal condi- 
tion who are to pafs judgment 
upon oath as to the evidence of 

the fact or crime : which is to 
this day one of the moft valuable 
privileges of an Englifh fubject. 
To extirpate robberies which, by 
the confufion occafioncd by Da- 
nifti devailations, were then very 
common, this king divided the 
kingdom into (hires (though there 
were fome fhires before his time) 
and the ihires into hundreds ; and 
the hundreds into tythings, or 
tenths, or in fome places into, 
wapentakes, and every diftrict 
was made refponfabic for all 
robberies committed within, it* 
precincts. All vagabonds were 
reflrained by every one being 
obliged to be enrolled in fome 
diflrkt. The capital point in Al- 
fred's admin ilt ration was, that all 
bribes or prefents were moll vi- 
goronlly forbid the judges, their 
conduct was narrowly infpc£tcd 
into, and their lealt faults molt 
feverely puniflicd. Upon any in- 
formation being lodged agalnil u 

judge 
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thefe relicks to be transferred to Cropland : but they were afterward 
brought back to die former church which from that time took the 

name 

niufes by well regulated ftudies. 
As Plato fays (1. 6. de leg.) man 
without culture and education is 
the moft favage of all creatures 
which the earth nourifhes. But . 
fciences are ftill of infinitely 
greater importance with regard to 
religon : and this confideration 
above all others recommended the 
patronage of learning to this pious 
king. The ancient publick fchools 
being either deilroyed or almoft 
fallen to decay with the mona- 
fteries, during the wars, Alfred 
founded the univerfity of Oxford. 
Alfred, canon of Beverly, in 
1 1 zo, writes in his manuscript 
hiftory, that king Alfred Itirrcd 
up all gentlemen to breed their 
foris to the ftudy of literature, or 
if they had no fons, fome Ser- 
vants or vaflals whom they fhould 
make free. He obliged every 
free man who was poffefTcd of 
two hides of land, to keep their 
fons at fchool till they were fif- 
teen years of age ; for, faid the 
king, a man born free, who is 
unlettered, is to be regarded no 
otherwise than a bea/l, or a man 
void of undcrftanding. It is a 
point of importance, that per- 
sons of birth, whofe conduct in 
life nui ft neccftarily have a ftrong 
and exlcnfive influence over their 
fellow-creatures, and who arcde- 
figncd by providence to be charg- 
ed, witli the dircclion of many 
others, be formed from their in- 
fancy to fill this fupcriour rank 
whicli they hold with dignity, 
and to the general advantage of 
their fpecies. In order to be 
qualified for this purpofe, l hclr 
tender hearts mull be deeply hn- 

prcilid w it'll the ilrongelt and 

moil 



judge or magi Urate, he was tried 
by a council eftablifhed for that 
purpofe by the king who himfelf 
prefided in it : he is faid to have 
condemned in one year forty five 
judges to be hanged for crimes 
committed by them in their office. 
By thisfeverityheftruck a terrour 
into all his magi Urates j and fuch 
was the cftecl: of his perfpicacity 
and watc hfulnefs in this refpecl, 
that, as Milton fays, in his days 
3uftice feemcd not to flourifh on- 
Jy, but to triumph. 

This prince who was born for 
every thing that is great, was a 
lover and zealous j^atron of learn* 
ing and learned men. He con- 
sidered that arts and fciences cul- 
tivate and perfect thofc faculties 
in men in which the excellency 
of their nature confifts and beftow 
the empire of the mind, much 
more noble, plcafant and ufeful 
than tli at of riches : they exceed- 
ingly enhance all the comforts 
and blejfings of life, and extend 
the reputation and influence of a 
nation beyond any conquefls. By 
this encouragement of learning 
have fo many great geniufes been 
formed, to which the world ftands 
moll indebted ; and to this the 
grcatcft nations owe their ele- 
gance, tafle and fplendour by 
Which certain reigns have been 
dillinguifhed. By what clfe did 
the uolden elegant ages of Rome 
and Athens ditfer from the uu- 
J:nown brutal times of favage 
nation ?' Certainly nothing fo 
much exalts (he glory of any 
reign, or fo much improves the 
indujlry and undcrfl a nding and 
promotes t]ic happinefs of a peo- 
ple as the culture of leading ge- 
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moft generous fentiments of fin- 
cere piety and religion, and of true 
honours : by being inured to rea- 
ibn in their youth they muft ac- 
quire a iiabit of reafoning well 
and readily, and of forming right 
judgments and conclulions. Their 
faculties muft be raifed and im- 
proved by ftudy, and when by 
patting through the circle of the 
i'ciences their genius has been ex- 
plored, their itudies and employs 
oueht to be directed into that 
channel, which by their rational 
inclinations, talents, particular 
duties and circumftances of life 
the great Author of nature and 
Mailer of the world mall point 
out to each individual. King Al- 
fred alfo exhorted the noblemen 
to choofe among . their country 
vafFals or ^villains fome youths 
who mould appear by their parts 
and ardent inclinations to piety, 
particularly promifing to be train- 
ed up to the liberal arts. As for 
the reft it was not then the cultom 
to give the poorer fort too much 
ofafchool education, which might 
abate their indufhy and patience 
at manual labour. But this prince 
was folicitous that care mould be 
taken for the education and ci- 
vilizing of all by religious in- 
dru£Uons and principles. Agri- 
culture in the nril place, and all 
the ufeful and mechanical arts 
never had a greater patron or pro- 
tector. 

He regretted his having been 
applied 16 late to his iludics : and 
during his whole life afterwards 
redoubled his diligence in them. 
It is incredible how he found time 
for Co many and Co great employ- 
ments : but he wafc never idle, 



knowing the value of every mo- 
ment, and fquandcring away no 
part of his time in idle amufe- 
ments and diverfions, which the 
great ones often look upon as the 
privilege of their rank ; though 
if they well confidered all their 
obligations, they would confefs 
this maxim to be very incontin- 
ent with their duties. This great 
prince in his youth, as foon as 
he had learned to read, got the 
whole Pi alter and other prayers 
of the church by heart, as monks 
then ufually did in their novi- 
ciate. 

Whilft he was king he tranflated 
paraph radically from Latin into 
the Saxon tongue Bedc's Church 
Hi J lory y which work was pub- 
limed* tirlt by Whcloe, at Cam- 
bridge, in 1644, :in ^ a g a * n by 
John Smith, in 1722. He alio 
tranflated St. Gregory's Pnjiorttl 
(of which book he lent a cop;., 
with a pencil, to every bifhop ii\ 

his dominions) Oroflus's Roman 
Hijiory, and Boctius Dr Conjiln- 
tionc Pbilojhpbisc, which kill book 
he always carried about with him. 
Thefe tranfiations with thofe of 
the flowers of St. Auftin's Solilo- 
quies, and the dialogues of St. 
Gregory, and a book of the pa- 
rables of kins': Alfred, are extant 
in fevcral of our libraries, in ma- 
nufcripts. Alfred alfo writ an En- 
chiridion, or Manual of Medita- 
tions. He began an interpreta- 
tion of the Pialms, which he ne- 
ver ii nilluxl being prevented by 
death. Tlvs imperfect work was 
publiflied by Sir John Spelman, 
in 1640. King Alfred's Saxon 
truncation of the New Tellament 
was printed at •■London, i|i 1571^ 

and 
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bars) upon which the holy man ufed to ft and at the altar when he 
faid mais, being of a very low ftature, as John of Glaltenbury and 

Malmefbury 



and more corre&ly at Dort, with 
notes, in 1664. A beautiful ma- 
nufcript copy, which belonged 
to archbifhop Plegmund, is pre- 
ferred in the Cottonian Library. 
Alfred's laws are mod accurately 
publifhcd by Wilkins (Cone. 

Brit. T. 1. p. 1 86. 191.) King 
Alfred, as Arteritis and William 
of Malmcfbury write, whenever 
bufinefs allowed him leifure, was 
always reading, or converting 
With learned men, or hearing 
others read : in his chamber he 
had always ^-"e book open be- 
fore him, and m ! v> journies 
he carried books with him. He 
fubllitutcd the ufe of the Italian 
or French alphabet for that of the 
old Saxon, which till then was 
ufed in writing Saxon books ; a 
fpecimen of which is exhibited in 
the notes to the Latin edition of 
Spelman's life of king Alfred, 
though imperfect and inaccurate, 
jays bifhop Tanner (Bibl. Script. 
£ rit an, p, 32.) 

Notwithstanding fo many great 
employments and atchievements 

in the world, piety and religion 

engroAed the foul of this great 
king, and to this he referred all 
..his views and (Indies. To pro- 
mote tli is in himfelf and in others 
was all his ambition, and the fole 
end of ail his endeavours. Sirjohn 
S pel man throws out a furmife 
thar he could not have been in 
the intcrcft of the Roman fee ; 
ofhcrujfu his name would have 
been found in its calendar. JJut 
it is manifelt that though all the 
jrreatt'll kings among the Saxons 
i reined to vie with each other in 
fh< ir devotion to f lie npofloliclc 

<;luui"i * et Alfred lUmdi> among 



the foremoft in that refpecl. His 
laws teftify, that he raifed even 
with rigour the Peter-pence, or 
annual charitable contribution to 
the apoilolick fee. Afferius, Wil- 
liam of Malmefbury, Matthew 
of Weftmi niter, and the Saxon 
Chronicle mention frequently his 
fending the fame to Rome with 
large additional alms of his own ; 
they often name the great noble- 
man or prelate who was the bear- 
er of thefe royal largefles to 
Rome : they fpeak of a vow 
which he made of fending thi- 
ther an extraordinary alms, which 
he afterwards fulfilled. At the 
fame time he fent Sigelin, bifhop 
of Shireburn, to carry a confi- 
derable alms to the poor chrillians 
of St. Thomas's in the Eait-Jn- 
dies ; for his mips failed thither 
for commerce, though the navi- 
gation of the ocean, if known, 
was afterwards loll till reftored by 
the Portugucze. It is indeed hard to 
imagine that king Alfred's mer- 
chants could make this voyage 
round Africa, or all by fea, be- 
fore the ufe of the compafs ; and 
it is more probable, that they tra* 
veiled through Egypt or Chaldaxi 
and the Indies, failing only thro' 
the Mediterranean. The Saxon 
Chronicle, A fieri us and Matthew 
of Wc/lminflcr inform us, that at 
this king's rcqueft, pope Marin us 
freed the Englifli fchool at Rome 
from all taxes and tribute, and 
thai in gratitude for his liberali- 
ties to the holy fee, he fent him 
the moil precious prefent of a 
confiderable portion of the facrn) 
Croft of Chrift, with other great 
gifts. This relick of the Croft 

the kin;; - bellowed on the abbey 

of 
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ft/falrnefbury teftify. AfTerius aflures us that king Alfred experienced 
die powerful alfiftance of St. Neot's intercemon when the faint had 

quitted 



of Glaftenbury, as John the hi- 
jlorian of that monaftery, tefti- 

fies. 

The great aftions and exploits 
of this glorious king are truly 
admirable, becaufe they were the 
reful t of heroick piety and reli- 
gion, and free from ftains of bafe 
human pafTions. It is neceffary to 
^ive a Ihort Iketch of the eminent 
virtues which he practifed in pri- 
vate life, as they are fet forth by 
Ailerius, who converfed familiar- 
ly with him, and is a writer of fo 
great authority, diligence and 
veracity, that no one ever fuf- 
pected or called in queition any 
thing which he affirmed, as Dr. 
Cave remarks {Hi ft. Liter. T. 2. 
p. 66.) This hiitorian tells -us, 
that Alfred was from his infancy 
a diligent and devout vifiter of 
holy places, and that in his whole 
life he feared nothing fo much as 
to offend God in the leafl: thing. 
It was his enftom to rife privately 
at the cock-crowing, and to re- 
pair to fome church < r chapel in 
which was kept the fhrine of 
fome faint, and there he continued 
long proflrate, praying with great 
fervour: he was wont to repeat 
the fame prayer often over, re- 
doubling each time his earneft- 
»els in it, in imitation of our 
Saviour in the garden. No hur- 
ry of publick affairs, even in the 
niidll of his wars, ever made 
him interrupt this cuftom. After 
he had happily finiflied his wars 
Willi tjie Danes, he made it his 
rule tp fpend every day eight 
hours out of the four and twen- 
ty, in reading and prayer 5 other 
t'ight in giv.htf|*. at tendance to the 

afiaiw of Inv kingdom, leaving 



the other eight for his corporal 
refections and fleep. He was ve- 
ry exact in obferving all the ca- 
nonical hours of the divine office 
in the church with the clergy or 
monks. As to the ufe of clocks, 
fun-dials by obferving the fha- 
dow of the fun on certain ftcps 
were known among the Jews 
in the time of Achaz, and pro- 
bably from the beginning of the 
world. Hour-glaiies were in ufe 
among the Greeks and Romans. 
St. Boniface, about the year 730 
feems to have fent for a clock 
from England, ( Cloccajn ep. 9. 
Serarius, not. ib.) but probably 
of a frame not lit for a private 
clofet or church. Gerbert, pre- 
ceptor to king Robert of France, 
afterward archbilhop of Rlieims, 
and at length pope under the name 
of Silveiier II. about the year 
995, invented clocks with a ba- 
lance, which continued in ufe till 
pendulums began to be employed 
in 1650 (See Rivet. Hijl. Liter. 
and Henault Cbron. de T r. T. 1 . 
p. 126.) However, in England 
no clocks were then known fit 
for apartments, as A fieri us allures 
us. Whence Alfred by his own 
contrivance, ordered fix wax can- 
dles, of the fame length and big- 
nefs, to be kept always burning 
before the rclicks of faints, in 
his private Oratory, which he 
caufed always to be carried abo.ut 
with him wherever he went. 
Each candle was divided into 
inches, which were all marked : 
and by thefe lie meafured time in 
Jus oratory, that lie might obferve 
the canonical hours with the molt 
punctual exacbiefs : fuch was his 
Jpirjt pf religion in the minuteit 

civ- 
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quirted this mortal life. Being much troubled in his youth with 
•temptations of impurity he eameftly begged of God that he might 

be 



circumftances. Left the' wind 
Should at any time put out thefe 
candles, or make them burn fafter, 
he had them put in lanthorns, 
made of cows horns cut into thin 
plates : and this, as we are af- 
Jiired, was the fir ft invention of 
Inch lanthorns, at leafl in Eng- 
land 3 for Plautus (Ampbit. Ad7. 
i. v. 135.) and other Roman 
writers feem to fpeak of the like. 
Windows were formerly low, and 
generally of lattice : whence this 
invention of king Alfred was 
found very ufeful to keep in the 
church lamps. His great piety 
and the ardour, and even ecftacy • 
t>f his devotion were Hill more 
worthy admiration than his affi- 
duity in prayer. From a fincere 
and humble fentiment of religion 
proceeded the reverence which 
he (hewed to bifhops and other 
ecclefiaftical perfons, at whofe 
feet he would often proftrate him- 
felf, as Jngulphus terrifies. He 
•conftantly and attentively heard 
■Jermons, and often caufed fome 
of his fcrvants to read the holy 
fcriptures and other holy books to 
him. His affability and liberali- 
ty towards perfons of all ranks 
and conditions, were proofs of 
Lis fin cere humility and charity. 
Jfe was bountiful to the poor, 
whether fubjccls or ftrangcrs. 
When his wars were at an end, 
he divided the yearly revenues of 
.his patrimony into two parts ; the 
Sir ft of which he fubdivided into 
four equal portions, one for the 
poor, the fecond far the fuhftft- 
•rnce of the monafteries which he 
founded, the third for hisfchools, 
and (he Join th for other occnfional 

■charitici' at home and abroad ; for 



he often fent large alms into dif- 
tant parts, efpecially Gaul and Ire, 
land, and to remote monafterie,. 
The other moiety of his reve- 
nues he diftributed into three equal 
fhares, of which the firft he al- 
lowed to pay the officers and fcr- 
vants of his court, the fecond to 
pay his workmen, and the third 
to defray the expences of hofpi 
tality and of his houfhold. Kc 
loved his clergy and nobility, and 
he took delight in caufing the 
children of the latter to be edu- 
cated in his own court ; and iu- 
ftructed in learning under his own 
eyes. He always entertained ma- 
ny learned men about him; 
among thefe are named Aflerius 
of Menevia, Telmund, who was 
afterward archbilhop of Canter- 
bury, Athelftan, Werwalf, &c. 
Never perhaps was any king 
morejuftly or more cordially ho- 
noured, or more tenderly beloved 
by his nobility and people. En- 
vy itfelf dropped its fling, rc- 
fpetted him, and paid a juil tri- 
bute to his extraordinary talents 
and virtues. Sr> tranfeendent 
thefe were that fl and l. 4 itfelf fecms 
never to have touched him : ami 
no hiftorian, whether catlmlick 
or protcflant, ever fo much as laid 
to his charge the leafl reproach 
or imputation of any vices. His 
virtue was perfected by the \vci»ht 
of many trials ; betides external 
aflliclions he is faid fcarce ever to 
have paflcd a day without feeling 
fome extraordinary pain or ach- 
in« ; and he performed ia many 
and fo great tilings in a very in- 
firm ai id crazy body, '.fhisv/ta: 
and good kinjr ended his uk>» 
gloriou:. reign by a happy W 
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foe delivered from that dangerous enemy, and that he might rather 
be atflicled with fome conftant painful diftempcr. From that time 
Jie was freed from thefe alarming aflaults, but felt a very painful 
diforder which feems by the defcription which A fieri us has given 
of it, to have chiefly been an excruciating fort of piles or a film la. 
He fo metimes poured forth his prayers and fighs to God a long 
time together at the tomb of St. Neot, formerly his faithful director, 
whofe body then remained in Cornwal ; and found both com fort 
and relief in his interiour troubles. The corporal di {temper above- 
mentioned only left him to be fuccceded by violent colicks. * 

See John of Glaftenbury's Hiftoria dc rebus Glaftonicnfibus* pub] i (li- 
ed by Hearne, T. i. p. no, i 11, 112. This author copied his ac- 
count of St. Neot from" the life of the faint compiled by one who 
was co temporary, and is quoted by Aflerius hi mi elf. See alfo in 
Leland an extract of another life of St. Neot wrote by a monk. 
Itiner. T. 4. append, p. 126. 134. ed. Hcarxc, an. 1744. The fame 
inquifitivc antiquarian /. de Script or. AngL mentions two lives of St. 
Neot which he faw at St. Neot^s, one of which was read in the oflice 
of this faint on his feftival : he alfo quotes concerning him certain 
annals which he calls the Chronicle of St. Neot's, becaufe he found 
them in that monaftery. They are publifhed by the learned Gale 
(inter Hi ft. Brit. Script. 15.) p. 141, which work he afcribes to Af- 
ferius, and calls his- Annals (Pr<rf. n. 10.) See Tanner's BibL i7z 
J/crio, p. 54. Alfo F. Alford^s Annals* T. 3-. ad an. 878. 8S6.890. 

The life of St. Neot in Capgrave, Mabillon and the Eollandifts is 
fpurious. O C T O- 



on the twenty-Hfth of October, 
in the year 900, the fifty -firft year 
of his age, having reigned twen- 
ty-nine years, and about fix 
months. His body was depofited 
in the cathedral' of St. Swithun, 
at Winchefter, called Ealdenmin- 
ftcr, or ,he Old Minfter, but re- 
moved into the church of the 
New Monaftery, called Ncwan- 
minfter, when it was fmifhed. 
His remains were tranflated with 
this monaftery from thcclofc near 
St. Swilhun's, where it iirll Rood, 
to the fuburb without the north 
gate, fince called Hyde, and laid 
before the high altar in the fame 
tomb with the bones of his fon and 
fucveflbur Edward the Elder, with 
their names inferi bed on two tables 
■of lead. St. Grimbald was interred 
in the fame church. — Afferius of 
Minevia wrote the life of king- 
Alfred, and died bifhop of Shir - 
mm, in 909, according to the 



additions made to the chronicle 
of St. Neot\s, not in 893, as 
Godwin mi Hakes. The belt edi- 
tion of this excellent life was 
publifhed by Fr. Wife, at 
ford, in 1722. On this king fee 
alfo Malmefbury, and our other 
hiftorians both ancient and mo- 
dern. His life is compiled by Sir 
John Spelman (fon to our learned 
antiquarian Sir Henry Spelman) 
firll in Englifh, aftcrwanl in La- 
tin, at Oxford, in 1678, with 
learned marginal notes added by 
the befl: fcholars in Oxford, at 
that time, cfpecially in Univcr- 
iity College, which glories in the 
title of Alfred's College. In its 
library is a copy of this book 
with large mamifcript notes of 
Obediah Walker in the margin. 
King Alfred is only placed among 
the faints by certain private, bio- 
graphers. 
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St. BED E ? ConfefTor, Father of the 

Church. 

From the Jhort account he has given of him/elf in the, la/f chap- 
ter of his Ecclefiajfical hifiory ; his difciple Cut bb erf } s relation 
a f his death : his tzvo Jhort anonymous lives extant one in Cap- 
grave , the other quoted by F. Maihew. Alfo from Simeon of 
Durham, I. Htft. Dunelm, c. 14, 15. and L de Pont if. Ebo- 
rac. in manufcript, Cotton. Malmejb. de Reg. AngL L 2. c. 4. 
Matt, of Weft* ad an. 734 — See Mabillon, fee. 3. Ben. p. 1. 

pag. 53Q. Bulteau. T. 2. p. 316. Cave y Htji. Lit. T. 1. Ed. 

jiovifs. Cei liter ^ T. 1 8. p. I. Tanner, Bibl. Script. Britan. p. 86. 
Bi agraphia Brit. T. I. V* Bede 5 and Smith in app. after Bcdes 
Eccl. Hiji. p. 79 1. 

A. D. 735. 

THE celebrated Dom Mabillon (1) mentioning Bede as a 
moft illuftrious inftance of learning in the monaftick infti- 
tute, fays : cc Who ever applied himfelf to the ftudy of every 
branch of literature, and alfo to the teaching of others more 
than Bede ? Yet who was more clofely united to heaven by 
cc the exercifes of piety and religion ? To fee him pray, fays an 
€C ancient writer, one would have thought he left himfelf no 
4C time to ftudy ; and when we look at his books we admire 
<c he could have found time to do any thing elfe but write," 
Camden calls him cc the lingular and fhining light,'' and 
], eland 4t the chiefeft and brightcft ornament of the Englifh 
**• nation, moft worthy, if any one ever was, of immortal 
tc fame." William of Malmcfbury tells us, that it is eaficr to 
admire him in thought than to do him juftice in cxpreffion. 
Venerable Bedc, called by the ancients Bedan (who is not to 
be confounded with a monk of Lindisfarnc of the fame name (2) 
but older) was born in 673, as Mabillon demonft rates from his 
own writings, in a village which foon after his birth became 

part of the eftateof the new neighbouring nionaftcry of Jarrow, 

but; 
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(1) Tr. dos Etudes Mpnaft 



(2) Vit. St.Cuthbcrt, c. 37. 
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but was gained upon by the fea before the time of Turgoland 
Simeon of Durham. St. Bennet Bifcop founded the abbey of 
St. Peter's at Weremouth, near the mouth of the Were, in 
674, and that of St. Paul's at Girvum, now Jarrow, in 680, 
on die banks of the river Tine, below the Caprtz- -caput 9 ftill 
called Goat's- head, or Gatefhead, oppofite to Newcaftle. Such 
an harmony fubfifted between the two houfes that they were 
often governed by the fame abbot, and called the fame mona- 
stery of SS. Peter and Paul. St. Bennet was a man of extra- 
ordinary learning and piety, and enriched thefe monafteries with 
a large and curious library which he had collected at Rome, and 
in other foreign parts. To his care Bede was committed at fe- 
ven years of age, but was afterward removed to Jarrow, where 
he profecuted his ftudies under the direction of the abbot Ceol- 
fried, who had been St. Bennet's fellow-traveller. Among 
other able martyrs, under whom he made great progress, he 
names Trumbert, a monk of Jarrow, who had formerly been 
a difciple of St. Chad, bifhop firft of York, afterward of Lich- 
field, who had eftablifhed a great fchool in his monaftery of 
Leftingan in Yorkfhire. The church mufick or chant Bede 
learned of John, formerly precentor of St. Peter's on the Va- 
tican, and abbot of St. Martin's at Rome, whom popeAgatho 
had fent over to England with St. Bennet Bifcop. The Greek 
language our faint muft have learned of Theodorus, archbifhop 
of Canterbury, and the abbot Adrian, by whofe inftruclion that 
iang-uao-e became as familiar to feveral of their Emrlifh fcholars 
as their native tongue. For an inlrance of which Bede men- 
tions Tobias, bilhop of Rochefter. How great a matter Bede 
was of that language appears from his Ars Metrica> and other 
works. His poem on St. Cuthbert and other performances fhew 
him to have been a good poet for the age wherein he lived. But 
his comments on the holy fcriptures, and his fermons prove that 
the meditation on the word of God, and the writings of the 
holy fathers chiefly engrolled his time and attention. 

His great piety and endowments fupplying the defect of age, 
by the order of his abbot Ccolfrid, was ordained deacon in 691, 
at nineteen years of age by St. John of Beverley, who was at 
that time bifhop of Hexham, in which diocefs Jarrow was 
Jit tinted, there being then no epifcopal fee at Durham. From 
this time he continued his iludics till at thirty years of 
3»c, in 702, he was ordained prieft by the fame St. John who 
was made bifhop of Hexham in 685, and bifhop of York in 
704. In king Alfred's verfion Bede is ftylcd Mafs- Pried, be- 
i'nufe it was his employment to fing every day the conventual 
imln. He tells us, that die holy abbot and founder St. Bennet 
«.Jcup, like die reft of the. brethren,, ufed to. vvuuiow the corn, 

and 
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and threfh it, to give milk to the lambs and calves, and to 
.work in the bakehoufe, garden and kitchen. Bede muft have 
fometimes had a fhare in fuch employments, and he was always 
cheerful, obedient and indefatigable. But his fludies and writ- 
ing, with afliduous meditation and prayer, muft have chiefly 
(employed him. He often copied books. From the time that 
he was promoted to prieftly Orders he began to compofe books ; 
and he had a great fchool, in which he brought up many emi- 
nent and holy fcholars, and inftrucred his fellow monks, who 
amounted to the number of fix hundred. Bede tell us of him* 
Felf that he applied himfelf wholly to the meditation of the holy 
fcripturcs, and amidfl: the obfervance of regular difcipline, and 
the daily care of finging in the church, it was his delight to be 
always employed either in learning, teaching or writing. He 
iays that, from the time of his being made prieft to the fifty- 
ninth year of his age, when he wrote this, he had compiled 
feveral books for his own ufe, and that of others, gathering 
them out of the works of the venerable fathers, or adding new 
•comments according to their fenfe and interpretation (a). He 

gives 



(*) Bede wrote his Church Hi- 
Jiory of the Englijb in the year 
73*1, the fifty- ninth of his age, 
at the requeit of Ceolwulph (to 
whom it was dedicated) a very 
learned and pious king of the 
Northumbrians, who three years 
after Rede's death refigned his 
kingdom to his fon Edbert, and 
became a monk at Lindisfarne, 
where he died in 740. Milton 
and fome others complain of 
omimons of dates and civil trans- 
actions. But Bedc's undertaking 
was only a hiilory of the Knglifh 
church ; a work fui table to his 
profeilion and piety. He fpeaks 
iparingly of the Britifh churches, 
becaufe they fell not directly un- 
jdev his plan. If he relates many 
viiions and miracles, he ufually 
names his vouchers. The bed 
editions of this hi (Tory are thofe 
of Abr. Whcloc with notes, at 
Cambridge, in 1 644 : of Peter 
Kr. Chifllet, a Jciutt, with notes, 

at Paris, in 1681, iuxd cipcciajly 



of Dr. John Smith, at Cambridge, 
in 1722, hi folio, with Bedcs 
other hiftorical works, as his 
Chronicle, or on the fx ages of 
the world ; his Lives of St. Curl ' 
Bert and St. Felix, his Letters to 
archbijhop EcgherSi, his book on 
the Holy Places, (p. 315.) his 
Genuine Mar tyro logy, (p. 327.) 
firft publifhcd without the poile- 
rior additions of Floras, monk 
of St. Tron's, and others, by the 
Bollandiils ( Mart, T. 2. Prolcg) 
— - — Bede's Lives of the fi<vc firft 
abbots of Wcrctnoutb (St. Bonnet 
Bifcop, Sr_ Ccolfrid, Enervin, Si- 
gefrid and Witbert) is accurate- 
ly publifhcd by Sir James Ware, 
at Dublin, in 1664, and by Henry 
Wharton, at London, in 1693. 
The life of St. Cuthbert he wrote 
both in profc and in verfe : that 
of St. Felix he only tranflatcJ 
into profc from the poems of St. 
Pau Units. Several liven publiiW 
among Bede's works belong to 

Qjher authors* thai; of St.GKg<"y 

the 
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aives a lift of forty-five different works which he had then 

of which thirty, and many of thofe are divided into 

lev era! 



com 



pofed 



the Great to Paul the deacon ; 
Chofe of SS. Columban, At talus, 
Euftatius, Bertulfus and Fara to 
Jonas, the difciple to St. Colurn- 
ban : that of St. Vedaitus to an 
anonymus Frenchman ; that of 
St. Patrick to Probus. The other 
works of Bede are comments on 
the fcripture, and feveral homi- 
lies or fermons : others treat on 
pocfy, grammar, rhetorick, ailro- 
nomy, muuck, the art of nota- 
tion or of memory, the calendar, 
on Ealler or the Equinox, &c. His 
book On the Holy Places, is an 
abridgment of Adamnan, Sec. His 
hymns and epigrams are loft. The 
works of Bede are printed at Pa- 
ris, in- 1499, and in 1545, in 
three tomes ; and at Bafil, in 
1563, in eight tomes : at Co- 
logne, in 16 12 and 168S. See 
Fabricius BibL Lat. 2 ^4. Mabil- 

lon, Srec. Ben. in. in Elogio Hifto- 
rico de Beda, ejufquc Script is : Cave, 

Hi ft. Liter. T. 1 . p. 6 1 2. Tanner, 
BibL Brit. p. 86. and Bolton Bu- 
riens. p. 29, ap. 7 cut. in Pratf m 
Cave calls it a difgrace to our 
nation that 110 accurate or com- 
plete edition of Bcde's works has 
been fet forth, efpecially as many 
genuine valuable writings of this 
lather are found in manufcripts, 
which have never been publiih- 
vd : of which catalogues are given 
by Cave and Tanner. The" for- 
mer has pub Hilled Bede's Prologue 
to the Canonical Epijltcs, (p. 6 1 4.) 

pretending that the primacy of 
kt. Peter teems to have been un- 
known to the author. Bede in- 
deed thinks the epillle of St. 
Jamei> may have been placed firil, 
bt'CMui;. tJie G ol pel began 10 be 
pivacliyj at Jorufiifciu, and be- 



caufe St. James wrote his epiftle 
before St. Peter. But fee this 
prologue more correctly given by 
Trombelli, a canon regular of St. 
Saviour, at Bologna, in 1755, 

{Bedofy Claudii Taurincnfis alio- 
rumque Vet cram Patrum Opufcu- 

la.) This piece is publilhcd by 
the warmer* abetters of St. Peter's 
fupremacy ; ib far are they from 
induftrioufly fuppreffing it, as 
Cave infinuates. Neither can 
any one form from it an ob- 
jection to that article, which no 
one more manifeftly eftablilhes 
than Bede in many parts of his 
works. Nor can Bedc's religion 
as to any other points of con- 
trovcrfy in faith be ambiguous to 
any one who is the leafl conver- 
fant in his writings, efpecially as 
to the doctrine of praying for 
the dead, invoking faints, vene- 
rating their relicks, and holy 
images, &c. to all which prac- 
tices he afcribes miracles, &c. lie 
proves that God in the decalogue 
forbad only idols, not all holy 
images, for he commanded him- 
felf the brazen fcrpent, &c. (/. Dr. 
Tcmplo Solum, c. 19. T. 8. p. 40.) 
His Church Hijlory which is in 
every one's hands, may fuffice 
aloue to fpeak for him. See him 
alfo on praying for the dead 

{Horn. 2. T. 5. yJnecd. Marten tu\ 

p. 2 39,&c.) It may fecm worth 
notice that (/. De Nat. Rerttm* 
p. 46. Op. T. 2. p. 37.) he teaches 
the world and the earth to be 
round. The protellants would 
be unwilling to liaud by his ver- 
dict or Leilimotiy oi" the church's 
iaidi ; though they have not rc- 
fufed him the j Lift tribute of 

praiie. MtlumSUion [tie corri- 

gt'tuti* 
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feveral books, confift of comments on the Old and New Tefta- 
ment. He wrote feveral other works after this. All the. fci* 
ences and every branch of literature were handled by him ; 
natural philofophy, the philofophical principles of Ariflotle> 
aftronomy, arithmetick, the calendar, grammar, ecclefiaflical 
hiftory, and the lives of the faints : though works of piety 
make up the bulk of his writings. The ornaments of rheto- 
rick were not his ftudy ; but perfpicuity, (the firft qualification 
in writing) an unaffected honefty and fimplicity, and an arTecl- 
incr fpirit of fincere piety, and goodnefs of heart and chanty 
run through all his compofitions, and cannot fail to pleafe. An 
honeft candour and love of truth are fo vifibly the chara&erif- 
ticks of his hiftorical works, that if fome auftere criticks have 
fufpecled him fometimes of credulity, no man ever called in 
queftion his fincerity. If on the fcriptures he often abridged or 
reduced to a methodical order the comments of St. Auftin, St. 
Ambrofe, St. Jerom, St. Bafil and other fathers, this he did, 
not out of floth or for want of genius (as fome later writers 
have done) but that he might ftick clofer to tradition in inter- 
preting the facred oracles : and in what he found not done by 
other eminent fathers, he ftill followed their rules left he fhould 
in the leafr, tittle deviate from tradition. In the original com- 
ments which he wrote, he feems, in the opinion of good judges, 
not iaferiour in folidity and judgment to his ableft matters a- 
mong the fathers. John Bale, the apoftate Carmelite friar, and 
the (worn enemy of the monks and fathers, who was bifhop of 
Oflbry under Edward VI. and died canon of Canterbury un- 
der queen Elizabeth, could not refufe Bede the higheft enco- 
miums, and affirms, that he certainly furpafled Gregory the 
Great in eloquence and copioufnefs of flyle, and that there is 
fcarce anv tiling in all antiquity worthy to be read which is not 
found in Bede. Dr. John Pitts (3) advances, that Europe fcarce 

ever 

(3) De Script. Angl. 

ftudh ftudlis) confeffes venerable " thcr, we fhall confefs. that he 
Bede to have been a pcrfon fin- " alone is a library and a trca- 
gukirly flailed in Greek and La- " lure of all the arts." The gro- 
tto i alfo in inathematicks, phi- graphy of Ecde, even in his dc- 
lolbphy and facred literature, fcriptions of foreign countries, is 
Uilhop Tanner (p. S6.) gives this incomparably exact, though he 
character of him : " He was a never travelled abroad : which 
*' prodigy of learning in an. un- fliews how careful he was 111 
" learned age, whole erudition procuring the belt informations, 
M we can never ceafe admiring, which he alfo difcovers in his 
« If we think that he foinetimefi preface to his hiilory, where lie 
*' failed in his judgment or by ipcaks of the fourccs of his m- 
" credulity, when we take a teJJigeuce. 
*' view of all hiii writings togc- 
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ever produced a greater fcholar ; and that even whilft he was 
living, his writings were of fo great authority, that a council 
ordered them to be publ ickly read in the churches. Folchard, a 
very learned monk of Chri ft- church ira Canterbury, in the days 
of St. Edward the Confeflbr, and afterwards, under the Conque- 
ror, of Sithiu, and laftly Abbot of Tornea, in his life of St» 
John of Beverley quoted by Leland, fays of Bede : C6 It 
«* is amazing how this great man became fo perfect in all the 
" branches ofthofe fc i en ces to which he applied him felf, whereby 
" he conquered all difficulties, and brought thofe of his own 
" nation to form right notions ; fo that from the rude and 
" boorifh manners of their anceftors they began to be exceed- 
" ingly civilized and polite through their defire of learning, of 
a which he not only taught them the grounds whilft living, 
" but in his works left them a kind of E?icyclop<cdid (or uni- 
" verfal library) for the inftru&ion of youth after his deceafe." 
Fuller writes of him : cc He expounded almoft all the bible, 
" tranflated the Pfalms and New Teftament into Englifh, and 
" lived a comment on thofe words of the apoftle : flnning as a 
u light in the midfl of a crooked and perverfe generation* 9 "What 
we mofr. admire in Bede is the piety with which he purfued and 
fan&ified his ftudies and the ufe which he made of them. What 
lie fays of St. Chad was a tranfcript of his own life, that he 
ftudied the holy fcriptures fo as to meditate affiduoufly on the 
myfteries of faith, and the maxims and rules of piety, treafur- 
ing up in his heart the moft perfect fentiments of divine love, * 
humility and all virtues, and diligently copying them in his whole 
condu&. PJence his life was a model of devotion, obedience, 
humility, fimplicity, charity and penance. He declined the 
abbatial dignity which was pre/Ted upon him. Malmefbury 
gives us a letter of pope Sergius (4) by which with many ho- 
nourable exprefilons, he was invited to Rome, that pope clear- 
ing to fee and confulthim in certain matters of the grcateft im- 
portance. This rauft have happened about the time that he 
was ordained prieft. Bede out of modefty fupprefled this cir- 
cumftance. What hindered his journey thither we know not ; 
but we have his word for it that he lived from his childhood in 
this monaftery without travelling abroad, that is, without tak- 
ing any conliderable journey. His reputation drew to him many 
vilits from all the greateft men in Britain, particularly from 
the pious king Ceolwulph. Ecgbright, or Egbcrdt, brother to 
Eadbyrht, king of Northumberland, who was confccratcd arch- 
bifhop of York in 734-, had been ttcde's fcholar. At his 
prcfling invitation our faint went to Yoik, and taught there 
tome months, but excufed himfelf from leaving his monafterv 

Vol. IV. G g the 

(4) L, 1. de Reg. c. 3. 
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the following: year (5). This fchool, fet up at York, became 
very flourifliing, and Alcuin,.one of its greater!: ornaments, is 
faid to have been himfelf a fcholar of Bede. Our faint died foon 
after Ecgbright's acceffion to the fee of York ; but lived long 
enough to write him a letter of advice upon his advancement. 
.Herein he puts him in mind that it was a mo ft eflential part of 
his duty to place every where able and learned priefts, to labour 
frvenuoudy himfelf in feeding his flock, in correcting all vice, 
and endeavouring to convert all finners, and to take care that 
every one knew the Lord's Prayer, and the Creed, and was 
thoroughly inftru&cd in the articles of our holy 'religion. He 
gives it as an important piece of advice, that all among the laity 
whofc lives arc pure (or free from vice) communicate every 
Sunday, and on the feftivals of the apoftles and martyrs, as he 
favs Ecsbright had fcen pradtifed at Rome : but Bede requires 
that married pcrfons prepare themfelves by continence to re- 
ceive the holy communion (6), which was formerly a precept 
repeated in feveral councils; but is now by difufe looked upon 
as no more than a counfel, but a counfel which St. Charles 
ftrongly recommends to be inculcated. Bede died within the 
'compafs of a year after he had wrote this letter. Cuthbert, 
called alfo Antony, one of his fcholars, to whom the faint de- 
dicated his book, De Arte metrlca, wrote to one Cuthwin, a 
monk who had formerly been his -fchoolfellow under Bede, an 
-account of the death of their dear mafter. This Cuthbert was 
afterward abbot of Jar row, in which dignity hefucceeded Hueth- 
ixrt, called alfo Eufebius, another fcholar of Bede. 

The letter of Cuthbert (7) dekrves to have a place in the 
.life of Bede, though it is here fomething abridged. 44 To his 
46 moft beloved in Chrift, and fellow- reader Cuthwin, his fchool- 
* c fellow Cuthbert, wifhes eternal falvation in our Lord. Your 
tc final 1 prefent was very acceptable, and your letter gave me 
much fatislac~lion, wherein I found what I greatly defired, 
that maflcs and prayers are diligently faid by you for Bede, 
* 4 the beloved of God our late Father and Mafter. For the love f 
4fc bear him, I fend you in few words an account of the man- 
4t ncr in which he departed this world, undemanding it is what 
tc you defire. He began to he much troubled with a fliortncls 
<c of breath about two weeks before Eafter, yet without pain: 
cc Thus he lived cheerful and rejoicing, giving thanks to iU- 
44 mighty God every day and night, nay every hour, till the 
** day of our Lord's Afcenfion, which wsu the twcnty-fixtii ot 

<c Mav. He daily read leflbns to us his fcholars: die reft oi 

J " the 
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(5) Bed. ep. F.cgbnghT, ap. Smith, p. 306. (6) lb. p - 3 ' ' : 

(7) Shiieon. Duueha. liilLDimchn. 1. i.e. 1 5. &ap. Siuitft, p. 7^- , 
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" the day he fpent in finging pfalms : he alfo pa/led all the 
" night awake in joy and thankfgiving, only when he wa? 
<6 interrupted by a fhort {lumber ; but awaking he repeated his 
sc accuftomed exercifes, and ceafed not to give thanks to God, 
iC with his hands expanded. O truly happy man ! He fung 
" that fen ten ce of St. Paul : // is a dreadful thing to fall i?zio 
cc the hands of the living God'> and much more out of holy 
cc writ. Being well /killed in Englifh verfes he recited fome 
iC things, in our tongue. He faid in Engliffi : 2\~o man is too 
" wife to confder zvhat good or evil he has done, before the necef- 
<c f ar y departure : that is, to examine the ftate of his foul fuf- 
tc rlciently before his death. He alfo fung anthems, according 
<c to his and our cuftom j one of which is : O glorious King y 
cc Lord of HoJIsy who triumphing this day didji afcetid above 
<c all the heavens , leave us ?wt orphans ; but fend dozun the Fa- 
" thers Spirit of truth upon us : Alleluia. When he came to 
" that word : leave us 7iot, he burft into tears, and wept much : 
£C and an hour after he began to repeat the fame anthem he 
" had commenced, and we hearing it grieved with him.' By 
" turns we read, and by turns we wept; nay, we always wepC 
iC even when we read. In fuch joy we paffed the fifty days, 
tc and he rejoiced much, and gave God thanks becaufe he de- 
cc ferved to be fo infirm. He often repeated that, God fcourgeth 
<c every fon whom he receiveth ; and much more out of the fcrip- 
" ture : alfo that fentence of St. Ambrofe : I have not lived fo 
<c as to be anhamed to live among you : nor am I afraid to die, 
" becaufe we have a good God. During thefe days, befidea 
iC the daily leiTons he gave, and the finging of pfalms, he com- 
" pofed two works for the benefit of the church : the one was, 
<£ a trariflation of St. John's Gofpcl into Engflifli, as far as thole 
<c words : But zvhat are thefe among fo many ? the other, fume 
" collections out of St. Ifulorc's book of notes : for he faid : 
<c I will not have my fcholars read a falfhood after my death 9 
<c and labour without advantage. On Tuefday before the Af- 
" cenfion he began to be much worfe in his breathing : and a 
" final 1 f welling appeared in his fec't. But he pa fled all that 
u day pleafantly, and dictated in fchoo], faying now and then : 
c< Go on quickly : I know not how long I fall bold out, and zvhe- 
t( thcr my fldaker zuill fon take ?ne away* To us he feemcd 
** very well to know the time of his departure. He fprnt the 
4C night awake in thankfgi, ing. On Wedncfday morning he 
u ordered us to write fpeedil) what he had begun. After this, 
* c We made theprocenion, according to the cuilom of that day (b) 

G g % LC walking 

(b) Vfque ad tcrtiam borani, pofecbat. p. 793. ed. Smith. Tins 
amlntl({<uimus deindc cum reliqniis w;u> iIk: pv.oet <uon of the Koga- 
JnniiQt'Hm* ut contact h Jo din HHns lion. 1 ? on the cvt of vUccuiion-day. 
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walking with the relicks of the faints till the third hour (or 
nine o'clock in the morning) tc then one of us faid to him : 
* ' Mqfl dear mafter^ there is Jtill one chapter wanting. Do you 
€ c think it tronblefome to be ajked any more queftions ; He anfwer- 
ed : It is no trouble. Take your pen, and write f aft. He 
did fo. But at the ninth hour (three in the afternoon) 
he faid to me : Hun quickly ; and bring all the priejls of tht 
€t monajlery to me. When they came, he distributed to them 
c< fome pepper-corns, little cloths or handkerchiefs, and incenfe 
* c which lie had in a little box (c), intreating every one that 
* c they would carefully celebrate mafTes, and fay prayers for 
him. 5 which they readily promi fed to do. They all wept at 
* c his telling them, they mould no more fee his face in this 
tfc world : but rejoiced to hear him fay : It is now time for me 
to return to him who made me 9 and gave me a being when I 
*' was nothing. I have lived a longtime: my merciful Judge 
tnojl gracioufy forefaw and ordered the courfe of my life for 
me. T*he time of my diffolution draws near. I dejire to be 
ct diffolved, a?7d to be zvith Chrijl. Yes : my foul defires to fee 
*' Chrift my King in his beauty. Many other things he fpoke 
* 4 to our edification, and fpent the reft of the day in joy till the 
cc evening. The abovementioned young fcholar whofe name 
* c was Wilberth, faid to him : Dear mafter^ there is Jlill one 
c * fenience that is not written.- He anfwered : Write quickly. 
<c The young man faid : <c It is now done?' He replied : You 
have well faid : it is at an e?td : all is finifhed. Hold my 
head, that I may have the plea fur e to fit? looking towards my 
4C little oratory where I ufed to pray ; that whilfi I a?n fitting I 
may call upon my heavenly Father ' 9 and on the pavement 

"of 



(c) Pipe.rcm-j or aria ct incenfa 9 
The incenfe was ufed to burn at 
high mafs, as Gemmulus, a dea- 
con of Rome, mentions ( cp. ad 

S. Bottifac. inter ep. Bonifi 149.^ 

who fent the like prefent to St. 
Boniface. Or aria means little 
cloths to wipe the mouth, as 

Vollius (hews (c. 3. de <vitiis 
firm, r, 31.^ JJede by thefc lit- 
tle prefents defired to give to- 
kens of mutual charity, and me- 
morials to put others in mind 
to remember him in the divine 
*vtlVcc, as Mabillon and Smith 
obftTve. Monks were then al- 

JwA'tfd; with the abbot's tacit cori- 



fent, to leave fuch little tokens 
as memorials, as is clear from 
St. Bennet's rule. St. Lullus font 
to the abbefs Kancboda, a prefent 
of pepper, incenfe and cinnamon. 
The epiftles of St. Boniface and 
others furnifh fcveral like in- 
stances. Such little tokens were 
intended to put pcrfons in mind 
to pray for one another. For- 
tunatus, returning thanks for fuch 
a prefent of herbs, cheitnuts and 
plums, fays : Muncrc in augujh 
ccrnttur ampins amor, 1. it. 
cp'S 1 "* 2 3« ^ cc Mabillon, Jm 

tit. § 8. De Xemoliu SiuiUw 

Joe. cit. 
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" of his little place ftng : Glory be to the Father, and to the 
4< Soft, and to the Holy Ghoft. Thus he prayed on the floor .> 
< c and when he had named the Holy Ghoft, he breathed out 
* c his foul. All declared that they had never feen any one die 
t( with fuch great devotion and tranquillity: for fo long as his 
" foul was in his body, he never ceafed, with his hands ex- 
tc panded, to give thanks and praife to God, repeating, Glory 
fiC be to the Father, &;c. with other fpi ritual a£ts, I have many 
" other things I could relate of him: and I have a thought of 
<c writing more amply on this fubje£V > &c. Ranulph Hig- 
clen (8) relates the manner of his holy departure : " After teach- 
<c ing all day, it was his cuftom to watch much in the nights. 
4C Finding by the fwelling of his feet that death approached, he 
cc received extreme- unction, and then the Viaticum on the 
u Tuefday before the Afcenfion of the Lord, and gave the 
cc kifs of peace to all his brethren, imploring their pious re- 
" membrance after his death. On the feaft of the- Afcenfion, 
" lying on fackcloth fpread on the floor, he invited the grace 
46 of the Holy Ghoft . . . and continued in praife and thankf- 
64 giving, in which he breathed forth his holy foul." St. Bede 
died in the year 735* of his age fixty-two (d), on Wedncf- 
day-evening the twenty-fixth of May, after the firfl Vefpers of 
our Lord's Afcenfion : whence many authors fay he died on the 
feaft of the Afcenfion ; for our Saxon anceftors reckoned fefti- 
vak from the nrft Vefpers. Thus from repeating the divine, 
praifes here in the moft pure and profound fenti merits of com- 
punction, humility, zeal and love, he palled, as it were with- 
out intermiffion, to fing eternally the fame praifes with affec- 
tions at once infinitely dilated with incxprettible holy joy, ar- 
dour and love, in the glorious choirs of the blefled, and in the 
bcatifick contemplation of God whom he praifed and loved. His 
feaft was kept in England in fome places on the twenty-fixth of 
May, with a commemoration only in the office of St. Auflin : 
in others it was deferred to the twenty-feventh, on which it 
occurs in the Roman martyrology. In the conftitution of John 
Alcock, bifhop of Ely, for the feftivals of his diocefs, printed in 
14983 by Pynfon, Bedc's feaft is ordered to be kept with ait 

G g 3 office 

1 

(S) Polychron. 1. 5. ad an. 732. 

[d) This calculation of Mabil- that he died in his nintieth year: 

Ion agrees with the faint's writ- confequently that he lived thirty 

inga and hiftory, and with the years after he had wrote his 

Palehal Cycle of that year; Church liljlory : which fyftem is 

though fome make him to have adopted by bifhop Tanner, who 

lived only fifty-nine years; and fays he died in 762, ninety years 

the life of Alcuin fecms to fay old. Bill* Britcw. p. 92,. 
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office on the thirteenth of March* the day of his death being 
taken up bv the office of St. Auftin. Certain Congregations of 
the Benecliclinc Order have long kept his office on the twenty- 
ninth of October, perhaps on account of fomc tranflation. On 
the fame day it is celebrated at pre fen t in England, and, by a 
fpecial privilege, the office is faid by all Englifh pri efts who live 
in foreign countries, by nri indult or grant of pope Benedict XIV. 
given in 1754: which grant, at leaft with regard to thofe clergy- 
men or regulars who are in England, was interpreted at Rome 
to imply a precept. 

Alcuin (9) having extolled the learning and virtues of this 
holy doctor, fays that his fanftity was attefted by the voice of 
heaven after his death : for a lick man was freed from a fever 
upon the fpot by touching his relicks. St. Lullus, archbifhop 
of Mentz, wrote to his icholar Cuthbert, then abbot of Were- 
mouth and Jarrow, to beg a copy of Bede's works, and Tent 
him a cloak for his own ufe, and a filk veft to cover the flirinc 
of this great fervant of God. At that time a veft was an ufua] 
prefent even to kings. Bede was buried at St. Paul's church at 
J;:rrow, where a porch on the north fide bore his name. In 
102.0, his facrcd remains were conveyed to Durham, and laid in 
a basr and wooden trunk in the flirine of St. Cuthbert, as Simeon 
of Durham relates. In 1155, they were taken up by Hugh, 
bifhop of Durham, and inclofed in a rich flirine of curious wotk- 
manlhip, adorned with gold, filver and jewels, as v/e learn from 
"the appendix to the hi (lory of Durham, compiled by Simeon of 
Durham, who wrote from the memoirs of Turgot the learned 
prior of Durham, in the reign of Edward the Confeflbr, made 
flnhbifhop of St. Andrew's in the reign of the Conqueror, whofc 
declared enemy he was. Hence Turgot's hillory has been by fomc 
nfcribed to him. Bede's fhrine was plundered at the diftblution 
of abbeys : Speed, in his "Theatre of Britain^ fays his marble 
monument fubfifred, when he wrote, in our Lady's chapel in the 
well em part of the church of Durham. Mr. Smith has given n 
type of the remains which are now Handing (lo), and another 
of the altar of St. Cuthbert and St. Bode, delineated from the 
paintnvjs of the cafTcrn window (1 I ). Nevertheless, the monks 
of ( jlaiicnbury laid claim to St. Bede's relicks, or a portion of 
them (i-)- Boniface calls bt. Bedc the lamp of the Enpjifh 
church ; St. Lulhis, Alcuin and other writers from the time of 
his death exceedingly extol his learning and fandiitv. By Lanc- 

fianc and many others lie is fly led the dodlor ami father of the 

Imglifl], 



(9) Alcuin. Carm.'de Pontif. &c SaniSl. Eccl. Eborac. v. 1305. 
(to) App. ad .Hill. Jk'dsc, p. Boc, (11) I'rontifpiece, ib. 

(12) See IvionaiL Angh T. i, and John oi Glattenb. 
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Englifli. Trithcmius imagined that the title of venerable was 
conferred on him in his life time. But Mabillon fhews from 
the filence of all former writers, that it was begun to be given 
him, out of a peculiar relpeft, only in the ninth age, when it 
was ufed by Amalarius, Jonas, Ufuard, &c. (13). He was 
ftyled faint, and placed in foreign martyrologies long before that 
time, by Hmcmar, Notfcer (14), in the litany of St. Gall's, &c- 
Rabanus Maurus mentions an altar at Fulde, t.f which Bede 
was titular faint. The fecond council of Aix la Chapelle, in 
836, calls him, cc The venerable, and in the modern times ad- 
Cfc mirable doctor," &c. 

It was the happinefs of venerable Bedc, that receiving his. 
education under the direction of faints, by their example, fpirit: 
and inftruevfcions he learned from his infancy the maxims and 
practice of perfect fanctity. St. Chryfoftom (3^) wifhed that 
parents would breed up their children in monaftei ics till they 
are to be produced in the world. Several Roman fenators and 
other noblemen committed, the education of their fons to St. 
Bennct. The mod auftere and regular monafi erics have been- 
chofen by virtuous parents of the firft rank, whofe principal de~ 
fire was that their children fliould he brought up among faints, 
where their paf&ons would be in no danger of being flattered, 
and where' their minds would be filled with chriixian verities, 
and Chrift's fpirit, and their hearts formed to piety, grounded 
in the love, and exercifed in habits, of all virtues. This is the 
firft and efTential advantage which parents are bound to pro- 
cure their children, upon which their temporal and eternal hap- 
pinefs depends, and all other advantages and qualifications are 
to be founded. Let them not be neglected, but let this be fe~ 
curcd in the firft place, and at all rates. 

On the fame DAY 

St. Narcissus, bifliop of Jerusalem, C. He was born toward the 
clofc of the firft century, and was almoft fouiTcorc years old when 
he was placed at the head of the church of Jerufalcin, being the 
thirtieth bifliop of that ft e. In 195, he and r J 'neophilia, bifliop of 
Cftfarca in Palcltinc, pre fid ed in a council of the bifhops of h'ulcf 
tine, held at Cajfarca about the lime of celebrating Eailcr ; in which 
it was decreed that this feafi fa to be kept always on a Sunday, and not 
with the Jcwifh pafibver. Eufebius allures us, that the chrilUans of 
Jerufalem prcferved in his time the remembrance of feverul miracles 
which God had wrought by this holy, bilhop : one of which he relates 

G g 4 a» 

(13) Mab. ib. Elog. HHI.& np. Smith in App. p. $07. (1 \ ) Not- 
kcr ad 1 3 Cal. Apr. (15) St. Chryl. I. 3. 1:0 atr. Vtuip. Vjuw, 

mo nail. p. 94,95. 99. T. i. cd. Jbcn. 
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as follow*. One year .on. Eafter-eve the deacons were unprovided 
with oil for the lamps in the church, neceflary at the folemn divine 
office that day. Narciflus ordered thofe who had care of the 
lamps to bring him fome water from the neighbouring wells. This 
Being done, he pronounced a devout prayer over the water : then 
bad them pour it into the lamps ; which they did, and it was imme- 
diately converted into oil to the great furprife of the faithful. Some 
of this miraculous oil was kept there as a memorial at the time when 
Eufebius wrote his hiftory. The veneration of all good men for this 
holy bilhop could not flicker him from the malice of the wicked. 
Three incorrigeable fmners, fearing his inflexible feverity in the ob- 
servance of ecclefiaftical difcipline, laid to his charge a deteftable 
crime, which Eufebius docs not fpecify. They confirmed their atro- 
cious calumny by dreadful oaths and imprecations ; one wifhing he 
might peril h by fire, another that he might be flruck with a leprofy, 
and the third that he might lofe his fight* if what they alleged was 
not the truth. Notwithstanding thefe protections, their accufation 
did not find credit ; and fome time after the divine vengeance purfued 
the calumniators. The nrft was burnt in his houfe with his whole 
family by an accidental fire in the night : the fecond was ftruck with 
an univerfal leprofy ; and the third terrified by thefe examples, con- 
feficd the conlpiracy and flander, and by the abundance of tears 
which he continually fhed for his fins, loft his fight before his death. 
Narcittus, notwithstanding the ilander had made no imprefiion on the 
people to his difadvantage, could not ftand the fhock of the bold 
calumny, or rather made it an excufe for leaving Jerufalem, and 
fpending fome time in folitude, which had long been his wifh. He 
fpent feveral years undifcovered in his retreat, where he enjoyed all 
the happinefs and advantage which a clofe converfation with God 
can beftow. That his church might not remain dellkute of a pallor, 
the neighbouring bifhops of the province after fome time placed in it 
Pius, and after him Gcrmanion, who dying in a fhort time was Suc- 
ceeded by Gordius. Whilft this lafl held the fee NarcifTus appeared 
again like one-from the dead. The whole body of the faithful, tranf- 
ported at the recovery of their holy paftor, whofc innocence had been 
moll; authentically vindicated, conjured him to reaflume the admi- 
ni fixation of the diocefs. He acquiefced ; but afterward bending un- 
der the weight of extreme old age, made St. Alexander his coadju- 
tor ( i). This primitive example authorizes the practice of coadjutor- 
fhips ; which, ncverthclefs, are not allowable by the canons except in 
caies of the perpetual inability of a bilhop through age, incurnblc 
infirmity or other impediment, as Mnrianus Viclorius obferves in his 
note? upon St. Jerom (2). St. Narciflus continued to fcrve his flock 
and even other churches by his afliduous prayers and his earn eft ex- 
hortations to unity and concord, as St. Alexander teftifies in his letter 
to the Aifinoitc* in Kgypt, where he fays that Narciflus was at that 
time about one hundred and fixteen years old. The Roman Marty- 

rology 



fi) On St. Alexander fee March 18. (2) Marian, in St.IIitx 
efe Vir. Illnftr. c. 73. T. 1. p. 298. cd. Paris. 167.3. 
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rology honours his memory on the twenty-ninth of October. See 

Euf. Hift. 1. 5- c » 12 - 2 3- 2 S' !• 6. c - 9j i°> I2 - St. Jerom, Z>* 
f/m Ilhftr. c. 73. Tillcmont, T. 3. 

St. Chef, in Latin Tbeudcritts, Abbot. Chef, a young gentleman 
of one of the beft families of the city of Vienne, by the interiour call 
of the Holy Ghoil, forfook the world ; and having long exercifcd 
himfelf in the moft perfect practices of a monaftick life under the 
direction of St. Csefarius at Aries returned to his own country, and 
being joined by feveral difciples, built for them hrlt cells, and after- 
ward a monaftery near the city of Vienne in Dauphinc. It was anci- 
ently acuftomin the moft regular monafieries, that the hebdomadarian 
pricit who faid the community mafs, fpent the week in which he dif- 
charged that function, in the clofeft retirement in his cell, and in holy 
contemplation and auftere penance ( 1 ), both that he might be better 
prepared to offer daily the tremendous facrifice, and that he might 
more faithfully acquit himfelf of his mediatorlhip between God -and 
his people. Every pricft indeed receives the charge of being a com- 
mon interceffor, and by divine right is bound to offer the holy facri- 
fke and his earneft prayers, not only for the remiffion of his own 
fins, but alfo for thofe of the people, for whom by his office he is ap- 
pointed the intercefTor (2). And Theologians and Canonifts agree 
that every curate of a parifh is obliged to offer up his mafs at leall 
every Sunday (and generally oftener) for thofe fouls in particular that 
are committed to his charge (3). It was a peculiar cuftom at Vienne 
in the iixth century, that fbme monk of whofe fandtity the people en- 
tertained a high opinion, was chofen, who mould voluntarily lead the 
life of a reclufe, being walled up in a cell, and fpending his whole 
time in falling, praying, and weeping to implore the divine mercy in 
favour of himfelf and his country. This practice would have been 
an abufc and fuperflition if any perfons relying on the prayers of 
others were themiclves more remifs in prayer or penance. St. Chef 
was pitched upon for this penitential ftate, which obligation he wil- 
lingly took upon himfelf, and difcharged with fo much fervour as 
to ieem defirous to fct no bounds to his tears and mortifications. An 
extraordinary gift of miracles made his name famous in the whole 
country. He died about the year 57 J, and was buried in the mona- 
stery of St. Laurence. His relicks were tranflated to a collegiate 
church of which he is the titular patron, and which gives the name of 
8t. Chef to the town where it Hands in Dauphine, eight leagues from 

Vienne. This faint is named in the Roman Marty rology. Sec his 

life writ by Ado, archbifliop of Vienne, in Mabill. Sac. Ben. 1. 
p. 678. 

(ij Lc Brun, Explic. de Cercm. dc la Mcflc. Tr. Prelim. Ruhr. 1. 

P 33> & Pratiques pour honorer les Sacr. Prat. 28. (2) Hebr. V. 

1 3. Chryf. dc Sacerd. 1.6. p. 424.. T. 1. cd. Ben. (3) Cone. 

Trid. Self. 23. de Reformat, cap. 1. Gavant, Dom Soto, Bonacina, 

leveral anfwers of the Congr, of the council at Rome quoted by Paf- 

qualig. qu. 85 1 . Reitfenftuch Barb of u de Oflic. Parochi, Smalt fgruber, 
be, 
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St. MARCELLUS the Centurion, 

Martyr. 

From the authentick rf£Is of his martyrdom hi Baromm and 
rius, and moft corrcftly in Ruinart^ -who has puhli food with 
•them tbefoort Atts of St. Caffian, p. 312. Tillcm.T,^ 

575- 

A. D. 298. 

TH E birth-day of the emperour Maximian KercuJcus was 
celebrated in the year 298 with extraordinary fcafling and 
folcmnity. Pompous facrjfices to the Roman gods made a con- 
fid crab! e part of this folemnity. Marcellus, a chriftian centu- 
rion or captain in the legion of Trajan, then ported in Spain, not 
to defile himfelf with taking part in thofe impious abominations, 
cafe away his military belt at the head of his company, de- 
claring aloud that he was a foldier of Jefus Chrift the eternal 
King. He alfo threw down his arms and the vine-branch which 
the mark of his poft of centurion : for the Roman officers 
were forbid to flrike a foldier with any inftrument except a vine- 
branch, which the centurions ufually carried in their hands. 
The lbldicrs informed Anaftafuis Fortunatus, prefect of the le- 
gion, by whofe order Marcellus was committed to prifon. 
When the fcftival was over, this judge ordered Marcellus to be 
brought before him, and allied him what he meant by his late 
proceedings. Marcellus fa id : cc When you celebrated the cm- 
perour's fcftival on the twelfth before the calends of Auguil 
(the day on which Maximian had been declared Ocfar) I faiil 
nlcuul, that I was a chriftian, and could fervc no other than 
Jefus Chrill, the Son of God.'* Fortunatus told him, thai 
it was not in his power to connive at his rafhnefs, and that he 
was obliged to lay his cafe before the emperour (Maximian) and 
Conftantiua Gefar. Spain was immediately fubjccSt to Con Hau- 
lms, who was at that time Ca:far, and in oft favourable to the 
chrillians. But Marcellus was lent under a flrom: jnuml W 
Aurelian Agricolaus, vicar to the prefect of the prcutoriiiin, W ^ JJ 

was then at Tangier^ in Africa. Agricolaus aflccd him whe- 
ther 
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thcr he bad really done as the judge's letter fet forth : and upon 
his confeffing the fa<£t, the vicar paflcd fentence of death upon 
him for defertion and impiety, as he called his action. St. Mar- 
cell us was forthwith led to execution and beheaded on the thir- 
tieth, of October. His relicks were afterward tranflated from 
Tangier to Leon in .Spain, and are kept in a rich fhrine in the 
chief parifh church in that city, of which he is the titular faint. 

Canlan, the fecretary or notary of the court, rcfufed to write 
the fentence which the vicar pronounced againfr the martyr, and 
threw his pencil and tablebook on the ground. Agricolaus 
rring in a rage from his feat, afked him why he behaved in that 
manner. ** Becaufe, faid Caffian, the fentence which you 
u have dictated is unjuft." He was immediatelv hurrLd to 
prifon, and examined again about a month after. The firmnefs 
with which he defended his former anfwer procured him the 
crown of martyrdom. He was beheaded on the third of De- 
cember. Thefe two martyrs are mentioned in the Roman 
tyrology on their refpeclive days. We juftly honour the mar- 
tyrs whom God himfelf honours. Martyrdom is'themoft he- 
roick act of divine love, and the moft perfcel and entire facri- 
ficc man can make of himfelf to God. Of all the goods of 
this life man has nothing more precious and dear than his life 
and honour. And what Stronger' proof can he give of his fidelity 
to the law of God than, to embrace with joy an ignominious 
and cruel death rather than con fen t to iin ? Nor does any thing 
require a more heroick .degree of courage and firmnefs than to 
fuffcr torments, at the -very thought of which nature fhudders. 
God proportions his rewards and crowns to the meafure of our 
fuffc rings and love for him. Flow great then is the glory ? how 
abundant the recompence which attends the martyrs ? They 
rejoiced to fee their torments redoubled manifold, becaufe they 
had before their eyes the incomparably greater increafe of grace, 
divine love and eternal glory. If we fhrink under the leaft fuf- 
firings, it is plain our faith and our idea of everlafting bliismufl 
be very weak, and our love faint and imperfect. 

On the fame DAY 

St, Germanus, hifliop of Capua, C. This holy prelate was fent 
by pope Hormifchis, legato to the cmpcrour Juilin, in 519, 10 en- 
gage* the Orientals to put an end to tlie fchifm which had continued 
knty years, had been fomented by the emperoura Zeno and Ana- 
Jlaftus, both favourers of hcreiicks, and by Acacias and other pa- 
triarchs of Conl! amino pic. The embally was attended with the cle- 
fi reel fuccefs ; the hereticks were condemned, and the fchifm entire- 
ly abolifhed. In it St. Germaiuis and liis fellow legates fullered 

jnuch from the hereticks, but cfcaped out of their hands. St. Gre- 
gory 
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gory the Great relates, that this faint favv Pafchafius the deacon of 
•Rome, long after his death, in the flames of purgatory, for having 
adhered to the fchifm of Laurence againft Symmachus (a), and that 
he was delivered by the prayers of this holy biihop(i). Alfo that 
St. Bonnet at Mount Caflino faw in a virion the foul of St. Germanus 
at the hour of his departure, carried by the miniftry of angels, t 0 
eternal blifs(2). His death happened about the year 540. — —See 
Baron, ad an. £19, &c. St. Greg. Dial. 1. 2. & 4. 

St. Asterius, Bifhop of Amafea in Pont us, Father of the church. 
We learn from the writings of this holy prelate that in his youth he 
applied himfelf to the ftudy of eloquence and the law, and pleaded 
for fome time at the bar. But the love of God ceafed not to raiic 
an interiour voice in his foul which feemed continually to exhort him 
to devote himfelf wholly to the fpi ritual fervice of his neighbour. 
In obedience to this call he renounced his profeffion and preferments 
in the world, and entered himfelf among the clergy. Upon the 
death of Eulalius, arch bifhop of Amafea, he was unanimoufly placed 
in that mctropolitical fee. Always zealous for the purity of the ca- 
tholick faith he taught its molt holy maxims, and laboured afliduoufly 
to infpire his flock with its perfect fpirit. He appeared in the midft 
of his people as a veftel filled himfelf with that fpirit, and communi- 
cating the fame from the overflowing fulnefs of his own heartj as St. 
Gregory defcribes the good pallor. For it is a vain and foolifli pre- 
emption, and a fcandalous profanation for a man to fet up for a 
doctor of penance, patience, humility and holy charity, who is him- 
felf a ft ranger to thofe virtues. St. Afterius in his fermons recom- 
mends almideeds with an energy which fhews charity to the poor to , 
be his favourite virtue. Avarice, luxury aud all other vices he 
paints in colours which fet their deformity in a true light, and in- 
fpire men with abhorrence. He lived to very advanced age ; (peaks 
of the perfecution of Julianas an eyewitnefs (1), and furvived the 
year 400. For in his fermon Againjl the Calends > which he preached 
on New-year's Day, he fays, that Eutropius was conful the forgoing 
year, which was in 399. Ke loudly exerts his zeal againft the riots 
of that day, derived from pagan ifm, and declaims againft the noifc 
and tumultuous wifhes of a happy new year from door to door, in 
which idle employ many lofe that time which they ought rather to 
employ in dedicating to God the hrft fruits of the year by prayer. 
He fays that the church then kept the feafts of ChrinVs birth, rciur- 
ruction and epiphany, or of Lights ; likewife the feafts of martyrs. 

But 



(1) S. Greg. Dialog. 4. c. 40. T. 2. p. 444. Ed. Ben. (2) lb. 
I. 2. c. 35. p. 270. (1) Or. 3. 

(n) St. Gregory only tells us, he was fpcechlcfs: or ignorance 

that he received this account muft have cxcufed him from the 

when a child from certain old molt grievous malice of the fchilm 

men. If it be authentick, Paf- which he had abetted : for volun- 

c hah" us mull have repented at leaft tary fchifm is in itfclf a mortal 

m his laft moments, perhaps when fin. 
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But afcs, " What is the feltival which chriftians keep on the calendsr 
«< and in riots ?" The ancients ftyle St. Afterius Bleffcd, and a di- 
vine doftor who as a bright flaf diffufed his light upon all hearts (2)* 

We have extant feveral fermons of St. Afterius (a) 9 which though 
few, are an immortal monument of his mafterly eloquence and ge r 
nius no lefs than of hi* piety. His reflections are juft and folid, and 
the expreflion natural, elegant and animated : he abounds in lively 
images and defcriptions both of perfons and things, which he always 
beautifies by mafterly ilrokes. In thefe he difcovers a great ftrengtii 
of imagination, and a commanding genius, and moves the inmofr. 
fprings of the foal. His Homily on Daniel and Sufanna is a ma- 
fterpicce. In that on SS. Peter and Paul he teaches, and often re- 
peats the prerogative of jurifdiclion, which St. Peter received over 
all chriftians from the Eaft to the Weft ; and fays that Chrift made 
him his vicar, and left him the father, pallor and matter of all tliofe 
who fhould embrace the faith (3). In his panegyrick of St. Phocas 
the martyr at Sinope(4), he eftablifhed manifestly the invocation of 
faints, the honouring of their relicks, pilgrimages to pray before 
them, and miracles wrought by them (5). In the following fermon, 
On the holy martyrs, he fays : " We keep through every age their 
" bodies decently enfhrined as moft precious pledges ; veffels of be- 
" nediclion, the organs of their blefled fouls v the tabernacles of their 
" holy minds. We put ourfelves under their protection. The mar- 
" tyrs defend the church as foldier9 guard a citadel. The people 
w flock in crowds from all quarters, and keep great feftivals to ho- 
" nour their tombs. All who labour under the heavy load of afliic- 
" tions fly to them for refuge. We employ them as intcrceffors in 
" in our prayers and fuffrages- In thefe refuges the hardfhips of po- 
" verty are eafed, difeafes cured, the threats of princes appeafed. 
" A parent taking a lick child in his arms, poftpones phyficians, and 
u runs to fome one of the martyrs, offering by him his prayer to the 
u Lord, and addrefling him whom he employs for his mediator, in fuch, 
M words as thefe : You who have fufFered for Chrift. intercede for one 
" who fufFers by ficknefs. By that great power and confidence you 
" have, offer a prayer in behalf of fcllow-fervauts. Though you 
" are now removed from us, you know what men on earth feci izi 
" their fufferings and difeafes. You formerly prayed to martyrs, be- 
11 fore you was yourfelf a martyr. You then obtained your rtxjueft 
" by aficing : now you are poiiefled of what you afked, in your 
" turn ailill me. By your crown afk what may be our advancement. 

" If 



(z) Apud Phot. Cod. 127. 
\y i 5 . (5) i\ 17S. 

(«) Publifhed by F. Combcfis 

in his Jlui'iarium to the Bihliotbt- 
ta Put rum. The fourteen firft 
we undoubtedly genuine. Seve- 
ral of the latter appear uncertain, 



(3) p - »4 2 - (4) See Ju- 

and perhaps arc the productions 
of Aitcrius, bifhop of Scythupo- 
lis, mentioned by St. Jiroai in 
his cut aloe uc. 
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« If another is going to be married he begins his undertaking by f 0 . 
" licking the prayers of the martyrs. Who putting to fea weighs 
" anchor before* he has invoked the Lord of the fea by the mar- 
<c tyrs ?" The faint defcribes with what magnificence and concourfe 
of people the feafts of martyrs were celebrated oyer the whole world. 
He fays, the Gentiles and the Eunomian heriticks whom he calls 
New Jews, condemned the honours paid to martyrs, and their re- 
licks ; to whom he anfwers : " We by adore the martyrs, 
" but we honour them as the true adorers of God. We lay their 
« c bodies in rich fhrines and fepulchres, and erect ftately tabernacles 
" of their repofe, that we may be ftirred up to an emulation of their 
* c honours. Nor is our devotion to them without its recompenfe ; 
<f for we enjoy their patronage with God, ,£sfc." He fays, the New 
jews, or Eunomians, do not honour the martyrs, becaufe they blaf- 
pheme the King of martyrs, making Chrift unequal to his Father. 
He tells them, that they ought at leaft to refpect the voice of the 
devils who are forced to confefs the power of the martyrs. " Thofe, 
" fays he, whom we have feen bark like dogs, and who were feized 
«« with phrenzy, and are now come to their fenfes, prove by their 
" cure how effectual the interceflion of martyrs is." He clpfes this 

fermon with a devout and confident addrefs to the martyrs. . See 

Photius, Bibliotb. Cod. 27 I. St. Afterius's fourteen Homilies, 
publilhed by F. Combefis, in Auftar. Bibl. Patr. T. i. p. i. with 
extracts from feveral others in Photius, loc* cit. and feven homilies on 
the.Pfalms, publifhed by Coteler. Mon. Grarc. vol. 2. p. i. See aU 
foTillem. T. 10. Du Pin. vol. 3. p. 53. Fabricius, Bib/. GrA. ^ 
a. zS. §. 8. vol. 8. p. 607. Oudin a T. t. p. 892. Ceiliier. 
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St. CLU I N T I Nj Martyr. 

From his Adls in Surius, written in a good ftyle y before St. Eli- 
gius's time 9 but later than Nejlorius. The author affurcs us+ 
that he compiled them from an hi/lory 'wrote by one zvho <was 
prefent at the firfl tra?iJlation of the martyr's relicts, fifty -fiye 
years after his death. But the author has added certain cir- 
cumjlances fro?n popular traditions, with a fertur ; which are 
not of equal authority. Other dels of St. £>uintin 9 but of 
an infer i our ft amp, are given us by Claude Hcrnere, in his 
hiftory of the town of St. £>uintirt s. See Tillcm. T. 4. 

433- 43&- 700. 

A. D. 278. 

ST. Quint IN was a Roman, defcended of a fenatorian 
family, and is called by his hiftorian the fon of Zeno. Full 
of zeal for the kingdom of Jefus Chrift, and burning with a 
holy defire to make his powerful name and the inyfteries of his 
love and mercy known among the infidels, he left his country, 
renounced all profpetSrs of preferment, and attended by St. Lu- 
dan of Bcauvais, made his way to Gaul. They preached the 
faith together in that country till they reached Amiens in Pi- 
cardy, where they parted. Lucian went to Bcauvais, and hav- 
ing fown the feeds of divine faith in the hearts of man]', re- 
caved the crown of martyrdom in that city. St. Qufntin {laid 
at Amiens, endeavouring by his prayers and labours to make 
that country a portion of our Lord's inheritance. Dcuring no- 
thing fo eamcftlyas to deftroy the kingdom of the devil, that 
the name of God might be glorified, he be fought the author of 
all good without ceafing that he would infufe his faving know- 
ledge and holy love into the fouls of thofe to whom announced 
thiTdivine law. God made him equally powerful in words and 
works, and his difcourfes were authorized and /Irongly recom- 
mended by great numbers of miracles, and illutlratcd and en- 
forced by 'a moil holy and nnutified life. The reward of his 
duii table labours was the crown of martyrdom, which lie re- 
ceived in the beginning of the reign of Maxim Ian I Icrculeus, 
Who wa* allocated in the empire by LMoclchau in the y<: ir y.ftfj. 

Maximian 
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Maximian made Ri£tius Varus prefect of the praetorium : for 
though Auguftus had appointed but one pretorian prefect to 
judge caufes and receive appeals from all the provinces of the 
empire, in the reign of Dioclefian, each emperour appointed 
one, fo that there were four pretorian prefects according to the 
number of emperours that then reigned together. But Conftan- 
tine the Great was the firft who made this number regular, and 
determined the diftricls and jurifdiclion of thefe fupreme ma<n- 
firates of the Roman empire. Ridlius Varus, whofe hatred of 
the chriftian religion has firored the martyrology with lifts of ma- 
ny illuftrious martyrs, feems to have refided at Triers, the me- 
tropolis of the Belgick Gaul. But making a progrefe into the 
Second Gaul, when he was near Soiflbns, he had intelligence 
of the great progrefs the chriftian faith had made at Amiens, 
and refolved to cut him off who was the author of this great 
change. When he arrived at Amiens, he ordered St. Quintin 
to be feized, thrown into prifon, and loaded with chains. The 
next day the holy preacher was brought before the prefect, who 
affailed his conftancy with promifesand threats ; and finding him 
proof againfl both, ordered him to be whipped unmercifully, 
and then confined to a clofe dungeon without the liberty of re- 
ceiving either comfort or aflifiance from the faithful. In two 
other examinations before the fame magiftrate, his limbs were 
ftrecched with pullies on the rack till" his joints were diflocated : 
his body was torn with rods of iron wire : boiled pitch and oil 
were poured on his back, and lighted torches applied to his 
fides. The holy martyr, ftrengthened by Him whofe caufe he 
defended, remained fuperiour to all the cruel arts of his barba- 
rous perfecutor, and prefervcd a perfect tranquillity of mind in 
the midft; of fuch torments as filled the fpeclators with horrour. 
When Ridtius Varus left Amiens, he commanded Quintin to 
be conducted to the territory of the Veromandui, whither he 
was directing his courfe in his return. The capital of that 
country was called Aitgitfta Veromanduornm. In this city of 
the Veromandui the prefect made frefh attacks upon the cham- 
pion of Chrift, with threats and promifes \ and being afhamed 
to fee himfelf vanquifhed by his courage and virtue, caufed his 
l>ody to be pierced with two iron wires from the neck to the 
thighs, and iron nails to be ftruck under his nails, and in his 
fleih in many places ? particularly into his fcull ; and laftly his 
head to be cut off.. This was executed on the thirty -firft of 
Oclober, in 287. The martyr's body was watched by the fol- 
diers till night, and then thrown into the river Sommc : but it- 
was recovered by the chriftians fome days after, and buried on 
a mountain near the town : fifty-five years after it was difcover- 

ed, a certain blind woman rygovcrcd her fight by the fecred 
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relicks (i). The knowledge of the place was again loft, though 
a chapel was built near it, when in the beginning of the year 
641 , St. Eligius, bifhop of Noyon and the Vcrmandcis, caufed 
the holy relicks to be fought ; and when they were difcovered* 
together with the great nails with which the body had been pier- 
ced, he diftributed thefe nails, the teeth and hair, in other 
places, and inclofed the reft of the facrcd treafure in a richfhrine, 
which he placed behind the high altar, as St. Owen relates in 
his life. A new ftately church of St. Qiiintin was built in the 
reign of Lewis Debonair, and another tranflation of the re- 
licks was made on the twenty-fifth of October, 825 (2)- 
They were removed to Laon for fear of the Normans, but 
brought back on the thirtieth of October, 893, and are ft ill 
kept in the great church of the rich abbey of Maurift monks : 
from the time of this tranflation the town has taken the 
name of St. "Qui n tin's (a). 

Martyrdom when we are called to it, is a homage we owe to 
God, and a debt due to faith and religion. Happy arc they 
whom God, by a fpecial grace* allows to feal their fidelity to 
him by their blood ! Flow great is the honour and happinefs for 
a poor mortal man, and a poor firmer to lay down his mean 
iniferable life for Him, who out of infinite love for us gave his 
moft precious life ! Martyrs are holocaufts offered to the divine 
love and glory. They are witneiles, as the word imports in 
the original Greek, bearing tcfiimony to the infinite power and 
goodnefs of God, in which they place an entire confidence, 
and to the truth of his holy revealed faith, which they confirm 
with their blood. No teftimony can be more authentick, more 
glorious to God, more edifying to the faithful, or more con- 
vincing to infidels. It is by the conftancy of martyrs that our 
holy religion is cftablifhed. God v/as plcnfcd to choofc it for 
one of the means by which he would accomplish this great 
Work. Are we witnelles to God and his holy religion at Icaft 

Vol. IV. H h by 

(1) Aft. Mart. & St. Greg. Turon. dc gL Mart. c. 73. (2) He- 
mere, Hill. Aug. Verom. I. 2. p. 72, 79. 



(a) Cluvcrms and Sanfon think 
the great city called Au^ufta Ve- 
romancluorum was dcllroyed by 
the barbarians in the fifth age, 
and tliat it flood where now the 
iV-monih-atenlian abbey of Ver- 
santi i;j fituatcd, three leagues 
from Noyon, and four from Pe- 
ronnc. Hut the abbe dc Lon&rue 
inewi, from the ads of St. Qiiin- 



tin, St. Gregory of Tours, and 
fevci'al chronicles, that the body 
of St. Quintin was biuied near 
Auguila Vcromanduoruin, and al- 
ways kept in that city. Confe- 

queiuly the town of St. Quintin's 
was rebuilt upon the fpot where 
the old city Jlood : which alio 
appears by the neighbourhood of 

the river Solium*. 
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by lives of felf denial, meeknefs and fan&ity ? Or do we not 
rather by a contrary deportment difgrace his holy church, of 
which we have the honour to be members, and expofe his ador- 
able name to the blafphemics of infidels ? 

On the fame DAY 

St. Wolfcangj Biibop of Ratifbom Rader derives this faint's 
pedigree from the molt illuftrious families of Suabia: but the 
ancient author of his life publiihed by Mabilion afTures us, that his 
parents were of a middle condition in the world. He was a native 
of Suabia, and at lev en years of age was put into the hands of a 
neighbouring virtuous ecclefiailick ; but fome time after removed to the 
nbbey of Richcnaw (in Latin Augia) founded by Charles Martel in 
724, near Conftance, united in 1536 to the bifhoprick of Conftance. 
This mo nailery was at that time a moft flourifhing fchool of learn- 
ing and piety, which furnifhed many churches with eminent paf- 
tors. In this houfe our faint contracled an intimacy with a 
young nobltman called Henry, brother to Poppo, bifhop of Wurtz- 
burg, who had fet up a great fchool in that city, and engaged an 
Italian profeflbr called Stephen, to leave his own country to give 
lectures there. It was Wolfgang's earned defire never to know any 
other employment but that of Mary, and to fpend his life in the 
contemplation and praifes of his Creator. But Henry who was I 
charmed with his virtue and other great qualifications, Could not 
bear to be feparated from him, and prevailed upon him to bear him 
company to this new fchool at Wurtzburg. Once when a difficult paf- 
fage in an author raifed a conteft among the fcholars about the fenfe, 
Wolfgang explained it with fo much perfpicuity and evidence, that " 
in all perplexing difficulties the reft: had recourfe to him, rather than 5 
to the mailer. This railed in him a jealoufy aga'mft the faint, and j 
made him many ways perfecute him. Wolfgang by filence, pa- jj 
tience and meeknefs, made his advantage of all the contradictions and jj 
humiliations he met with, thinking no happinefs greater than ;hc \ 
means and opportunities of fubduing his pamons, and gaining a 
complete viclory over himfelf. But obferving how eafily petty jea- 
loufies, envy, rcfentmcnts, vanity and other dangerous pailions pre- 
vailed among both mailers and fcholars, he lamented to fee thole ! 
who profefled thcmfelvcs lovers of wifdom fo much (hangers to if, j 
and more add idled to the meancfl and moft ungenerous pailions of ! 
the human mind, than the moll ignorant and boorifh among the ' 
common people : fo that perverting their very Mudics and fcience, 
they made them the means, not of virtue, but of fin, and the nour- 
ifhmont of their moil dangerous paflions, for want of Undying to 
know and perfectly vanquifh themfelves, without which even the 
bell food of the mind is converted into the worll poifon. What can 
poor fcholars do in fuch a fchool, but contract from their tender 
years the contagious Ipirit of the mailers by their example and con- 
vwrfiitiou J Thtt misfortune -of others, (which was the more gricvoui 
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by the ufual blindnefs that attended it) and the fight of his danger 
of falling infenfibly into the fame, ferved the more to alarm the! 
faint ; who was therefore more watchful, and kept the ftricter guard 
over all the motions of his own heart and whilft by tender charity 
he ftudied to be blind to the faults of others, he judged and con- 
demned himfelf the more feverely. In the apprehenfion of his own 
iveaknefs, he was defirous of finding a holy monaftery of mortified, 
religious men* fxncerely dead to the world and themfelves, whofe ex- 
ample might be a fpur to him in the neceffary duty of dying to him-* 
felf without dangerous temptations or trials; But fuch a fociety is 
not to be found in this life ; it is even neceflary that our patience* 
meeknefs and humility be cxercifed by others here, that they may 
be made perfect. Nor is there any company of faints in which 
trials fail. This is the very condition of our hire in the divine fer- 
vice, and of our apprenticefhip to heaven. We can never be lik^ 
the angels and faints j we can never bear the image of God, un- 
Ms by humility, patience and meeknefs, we learn perfectly to die to 
ourfelves ; nor are thefe virtues to be learned, or the fpirit of Chrilfe 
to be put on, but by bearing well contradictions. Henry perceived 
this inclination of Wolfgang for a rnonaftiek life, and engaged him 
to ferve his neighbour : and being himfelf chofen archbifhop of 
Triers in 95 6> he p relied the faint to accompany him thither. 
Wolfgang could not be prevailed upon to take upon him any other 
charge than that of a fchool for children : and afterward that of a 
community of ecclefiaflicks with the title of dean ; in both which 
pofts he fucceeded to a miracle, and to the edification of the whole 
country, in planting the fpirit of Chrift in thofe that were com- 
mitted to his care. Upon the death of the archbifhop of Triers hq 
made fome flay with Bruno, archbifhop of Cologne, but could not 
be prevailed on to accept of any biflioprick, and retired foon after 
to the monaftery of Enfilden, governed at that time by George, an 
Englifhman, who had left his own country to ferve God in filence 
and mortification. The abbot foon found the reputation of Wolf*, 
gang to be inferiour to his merit, and appointed him director of the 
fchool of the monaftery, which under his care became die moft 
flourifhing in the whole country. St. Ulrick, bifhop of Aufburg, 
in whofe diocefs this abbey flood, ordained St. Wolfgang pricll, in 
fpite of all the opposition his humility could form. With his or* 
dinotion the holy man received an apoflolical fpirit, and having ob- 
tained his abbot's leave, in 972, went with a fclect number of monks 
to preach the faith to the Hungarians. '.J 'lie luccefs of this under- 
taking fecmcd not Sufficiently to correfpond to Ins zeal : but the 
bifhop of Pafi'aw detained him fome time, and by a private meflage 
J eco 111 mended him to the emperour Otho ITi as a ncrfon of all 
others the bell qualified to fill the fee of Ratifbon which was then 
Vacant. To put 0 cheat upon the faint's humility, the emperour or- 
dered him to repair to Ratifhon ab if it had been for fome other af» 
faiis. When lie arrived there, the archbifhop of Salt/burg and fe- 
VtTal bi Hi ops of the province were ready to receive him, and to fee 
ihc election duly performed by the clergy and people. He wan then 
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put into fafe hands, and conducted to the emperour at Frankfort 
who gave him the inveftiture of the temporalities, though the faint 
intreated him on his knees to allow him to return to his monaftery. 
Being fent back to Ratifbon he was confecrated and inthroned. He 
never quitted the tnonaftick habit, and prattifed all the aufterities of 
■a religious life when in pofielTion of the epifcopal dignity. The firft 
thing he did in it, after an excellent regulation of his own conduct 
•and houfhold, was to fettle a thorough reformation among all his 
-clergy-, and in all the monafteries of his diocefs, efpeciaHy the nun- 
neries of Obets Munfter and Nider Munfterj diforders in the fane- 
tuary being of all others the moft pernicious, and of the molt fatal 
influence. He was indefatigable in preaching, and being a man of 
prayer, pofTefTcd powerfully the art of touching the hearts of his 
•hearers. Every other duty of his ftation he difcharged with extra- 
ordinary vigilance and fidelity during twenty-two years adrninilha- 
tion. " The poor had always the greateft fhare in his table and reve- 
nues, though in his profufe charities he feemed to conceal from his 
own left hand what his right hand gave. The time which was not 
taken up in bufmefs, he confecrated entirely to the Uric-lefl filence 
and retirement ; and he employed a confiderable part of the nighty 
in devout prayer. Not content with this, he fometimes retired into 
.fome remote cell for a time, and once lay a long time concealed in 
a wildcrnefs, that by heavenly contemplation he might repair and 
nourifh his own foul. Good part of Bohemia being part of his dio- 
cefs, he found it too extenfive, gave up a great part of his revenue 
to fettle a bifhoprick in that country,- and procured St. Adelbert to 
be placed in it. Henry, duke of Bavaria, held this good prelate in 
the hii»:heft veneration, and entrufted to him the education of his 
four children : thefe were St. Henry, afterwards emperour of Ger- 
many, Bruno, who died bilhop of Aulburg, Gifela, queen of Hun- 
gary, and Brigit, who renouncing the world died abbefs at Ratilbou. 
The virtue and eminent qualifications of all thefe princes and prin- 
ceffe made many fay : " Find faints for matters, and you will have 

holy cmperours." We ought to pray that Chviit fend us fiich 
holy prelates, and wc fhall fee the primitive fplendor of the church 
rellored. He was taken ill in a journey of charity, and died at 
Pupping in Auftria on the thirty lirll of October 994. His body 
was brought to RatilT/on, and depofited in St. Emmeian , :> church. 
His name was enrolled among the faints by Leo IX, in 1052, 
upon the teilimony of many miracles, and his relicks enfhrined In 
order, of the fame pope.' — See bis life written by a difciple in Ma- 
billon, Ben. v. p. 8 1 2. Iiundius, liijL EccL Met rap. Seik- 
burgens. Aventin. Ann* Boior. Raderus in Bavaria Sanila, T. 1. p. 9+* 

St. Foil. lan, M. St. Ultan, St. Furfey and St. Foillan, were 
three brothers, ions of Fyitan, king of Munilcr in Ireland. Furky 
embraced a monallick life in the iflands, and alter fome years ic- 
•turning home, perfuaded Ultan, who was the eldell brother, and 
Foiiian alfo, to renounce the world. St. Furfey having travelled 
into England, and built the monaftery of Knobberlhur£ in the king- 
dom of the E all -Angles, invited Foillarr thither from lre.land> m& 

kit 
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left him abbot of that houfe. After the death of St. Furfey, whicli 
happened at Peronne about the year 650, SS. Uhan and Foillan 
went. into France. Some authors fay St. Foillan travelled to Rome, 
and was made regionary bifhop. If this be true, at lead he foon 
returned to St. Ultan, and they went both together from Cambray 
to Nivelle in Brabant, where St. Gertrude governed a great nun- 
nery, which her parents, B. Pepin of Landen and B. Ita had 
founded with a neighbouring monaftery of men. They both 
ftaid here fome time, till St. Gertrude after the death of her mo- 
ther in 652, gave to St. Ultan a territory to build an hofpital and 
• monaftery , which is called FofTe, fituated between the Meufe and 
the Sambre in the diocefs of Maeitricht, now of Liege. St. Ger- 
trude detained St. Foillan at Nivelle, where he inllructed the nuns, 
and preached to the people in the country. He was going to pay a 
vifit to his brother St. Ultan at FofTe in 65 c, when he and three 
companions were afTaiTmated by robbers, or infidels, in the forcft of 
Sonec, now Charbonniere, in Hainault, on the thirty -firlr. of Octo- 
ber. His rclicks are kept with veneration in the church of FoiTc, 
formerly ferved by monks, now by' fecular canons. St. Ultan go- 
verned the monafteries of FofTe and Mont-Saint-Quentin, many 
years, and died on the firft of May toward the year 686.- — See Eede 
Hifl. 1. 3. c. 19. and his ancient life publifhed by Dom Menard, 

Addit. ad Martyr. Bcncdlft. p. qoo. Le Cointc, anno 654, C$6, & 

636. Molanus, Mirrcus and Ufher, Antiqu. Brit. 
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ALL SAINTS. 

H E church in this great feftival honours all the fain 
M T ^ reigning together in glory, nrft, to give thanks to 
!ski God for the graces and crowns of all his el eel : fe- 

kJS**j&J^ condly, to excite ourfelves to a fervent imitation of 

their virtues by confidering the holy example of lb 
many faithful fcrvants of God of all ages, fexes and conditions, 
and by contemplating the incxprcflible and eternal blifs which 
they already enjoy, and to which we are invited : thirdly, to 
implore the divine mercy through this multitude of powerfu.} 
interceffors : fourthly* to repair any failures or flolh in not 
having duly honoured God in his faints on their particular fefH- 
vals, and to glorify him in the faints which are unknown to us, 
or for which no particular feftivals are appointed. Therefore 
■our fervour on this day ought to be fuch that it may be a repa- 
ration of our flolh in all the other feaffs of the year, they being 
all comprifed in this one folcmn commemoration, which is an 
image of that eternal great fcaft which God himfelf continually 
celebrates in heaven with all his faints, whom wc humbly join 
in praifing his adorable goodnefs for all his mercies, particularly 
for all trea fares of grace which he has nuni munificently heaped 
upon them (a). In this and all other fcllivals of the faints God 

i 

is 



(n) The dedication of a fa- 
mous church in Rome gave occa- 
fion to the inllitution of this fc- 
ilival. The Pantheon or Rotun- 
da was a temple built by Marcus 
Agrippa, the favourite counfel- 
lor of Auguftus, and dedicated 

to Jupiter the Revenger, in com- 



pliment to Augnftus upon his 
victory at Attium over Amony 
nnd Cleopatra, as Pliny informs 
us. It was called Vautheon ei- 
ther becaufe the llatues of Mars 
and fevcral oilier gods were placed 
in it, or rather, as Dion thinks, 
becaufe its figure veprtiented the 
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is the only objccT: of fuprcme worihip, and the whole of that 
inferiour veneration which is paid to the faints is directed to 
give fovereign honour to God alone, whofe gifts their graces 
are : and our addreffes to them are only petitions to holy fellow- 
crealurc-s for the aff fiance cf their prayers to God for us. 
When therefore we honour the faints, in them and through 
them we honour God, and Chrift true God and true Man, the 
Redeemer and Saviour of mankind, the King of the faints, and 




from him the great original, as flrcams from his fountain, or a 
images of his virtues produced by the cffufion of his fpirit and 
grace in them. His divine life is their great exemplar and pro- 
totype, and in the characteriUic:.! virtues of each faint, fome of 
his mo ft eminent virtues are particularly fet forth : his hidden 
life in the foiitudc of the anchorets ; his fpotlcfs purity in the 
virgins ; his patience or charity in fome ; his divine zeal in 
others ; in them all in fome degree his plenitude of all virtue 
and fancTlity. Nor are the virtues of the faints only tranferipts 

and 



heaven?, called by the pagans the 
Rtfedtvcc of rll the gods, which 
is the interpretation of the Greek 
name Pantheon, This mailer- 
piece of architecture is a half 
globe, its height being almoll equal 
to its breadth : the diameter is 
150 feet It has neither pil- 
lar nor window ; but only a large 
round aperture in the middle at 
the top, which lets in the light. 
Underneath it in the middle of 
the pa\ eiaent is an orif.ee of a 
Jink, covered with a concave 
bra ft; plate, bored with many 
holes, to icccive the rain which 
falls through the aperture at the 
top. (See 7 bttitrc tVIti. //< , T. ,j. 
p. i.j. & fig. 57, 58, 59. in fol.) 
Such changes meat prcfrnt mak- 
ing; in repairing and cmbcliniing 
rive inhde of this famous ilrucfure 
which be»un to decay, 1 hat only 
(lie outlines as it were of this 
moil curious ancient maflerpieco 

of architecture will be dilcerni- 



ble. (See on the diflertation on 
the Pantheon Memoires de Trc- 
<voux 7 Nov. 1758. p. 362). Theo- 
dofms the Younger, who came 
to the throne in 40 8, dcmolifhcd 
all the temples of idols in the 
Earl : but Honorius, his uncle, 
though he caufed them to be fiiut 
up in the Weft, fullered them to 
Hand as monuments of the ancient 
magnificence of the empire. 
When idolatry had been fo long 
- banifhed that there was no dan- 
ger of any perfon reviving its 
fupcrflitions, thefc edifices were 
in fome places purified, and con- 
verted into ehurch.es for the wor- 
fhip of l he true God, who thus 
triumphed over thofe pretended 
deities in their own temples. 
When our Saxon anccilors re- 
ceived the faith, St. Gregory 
writing to king Ethelbert, ex- 
horted him to deilroy the temples 
of the idols (1. 1 1. ep. 66. oh 

60. p. * 165) j but afterward in a 

kttcv 
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and copies of the life or fpirit of Chrift : they are alfo the fruit 
of his redemption ; entirely his gifts and graces. -And when 
we honour the faints, we honour and praife him who is the 
Author of all their good : fo that all feftivals of faints are infti- 
tuted to honour God and our Blefled Redeemer. 

In all feafts of faints, efpecially in this folemn feftival of All 
Saints, it ought to be the firftpart of our devotion to praife and 
thank God for the infinite goodnefs he has difplayed in favour 
of his elecSt. A primary and moft indifpenfable homage we owe 
to God, is that of praife, the firft a£t of love, and complacency 
in God and his adorable perfections. Hence the pfalms, the moft 
perfect and infpi red model of devotions, repeat no fen timents fo 
frequently or with fo much ardour as thofe of divine adoration and 
praife. This is the uninterrupted fweet employment of the 
BleiTed in heaven to all eternity ; and the contemplation of the 
divine love and other perfections is a perpetual incentive inflam- 
ing them continually afrefh in it, fo that they cannot ceafe 
pouring forth all their affections, and exhaufting all their powers ; 
and conceive every moment new ardour in this happy func- 
tion of pure love. So many holy folitaries of both fexes in this 
life have renounced all commerce and pleafures of the world to 
devote themfelves wholly to the mixed cxercifes of praife and 
love, and of compunction and humble fupplication. In thefe all 
fervants of God find their fpi ritual ftrength, refrefliment, ad- 
vancement, delight and joy. If they are not able here below to 

praife 



letter to St. Mellitus (1. n. ep. 
76. oh 71. p, 1 176. T. 2. edBen+i 
he allowed them to be changed 
into churches. About three years 
and a half after the deceafe of 
this great pope, Boniface IV. 
was placed in St. Peter's chair, 
who clcanfcd and opened the Pan- 
theon, and in 607, dedicated it 
in honour of the Blcflcd Virgin 
and all the martyrs. Whence it 
was called, S. Maria ad martyres* 
or the Rotunda. The fcaft of 
this dedication was kept on the 
thirteenth o# May. Pope G re- 
gory Jl I about the year 731, con- 
i'ecrated a chapel in St. Peter's 
church in honour of* all the faints, 
(as Anallafius relates in his life) 
from which time this feall of 
All Saints has been celebrated in 

■Home, Gregory IV. going in- 



to France, in 837, in the reign 
of Lewis Debonnair, exceed- 
ingly propagated this feftival 
of All Saints. See John Beleth, 
an Englifli theologian, who flou- 
ri filed at Paris in 1328. (Ratio- 
nale de Di'vitiis OJjxciis et FcJIi r ui^ 
tatibusj c. 127.) Durandus, bi- 
fhop of Mende, legate of Gre- 
gory X. at the council of Lyons, 
(Rationale Di<v. Ojficioritw, 1. 7. 

c. 34..) Thomaflin, "TV. des Fetes. 
Pronto in Calend. p. 145. Before 
the dedication of the Rotunda, 
the fcaft of all the apollles was 
celebrated on the firll of May. 
The Greeks keep a feftival of 
All Saints on the Sunday after 
Whitfunday. See Smith De bod. 
Statu, Eccl. Grac. p. 19. and 13c- 
nedia XIV. De F.Jiis SatUt. in 
Via'icj. JJo/q/j, Op, 'l\ 13, 
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yraife God inceffantly with their voice or actual affections of 
their hearts, they ftudy to do it always by defire, and by all 
.-their a£tions ftrive to make the whole tenour of their life an 
uninterrupted homage of praife to God. This tribute we pay 
tlim, firfr, for his own adorable Majefty, juftice, fanclity, 
power; goodnefs and glory : rejoicing in the boundlefs infini- 
tude of his perfections we call forth all our own faculties and all 
.our ftrength ; fummon all the choir of the creation to praife 
him, and find it our delight to be vanquiflied and overwhelmed 
by his unexhaufted greatnefe, to which all our praifes are infi- 
nitely inadequate, and of which all conceptions fall infinitely 
ihort ; fo as not to bear the leaft degree of proportion to them. 
To aid our weaknefs, and fupply our infufficiency, in magnify- 
ing the infinite Lord of all things, and exalting his glory, we 
'have recourfc to the fpotlefs victim, the facriflce of the Lamb of 
God, put into our hands for us to offer an Holocauft of infi- 
nite price, equal to the Majefty of the Godhead. We alfo re- 
joice in the infinite glory which God potteries in himfelf, and 
jfrom himfelf. Deriving from himfelf infinite greatnefs and in- 
finite h^ppinefs, he {lands not in need of our goods, and can re- 
ceive no acceflion from our homages as to internal glory ; in 
which confifts his fovereign blifs. But there is an external glory 
which he receives from the obedience and praife of his creatures, 
which though it encreafc not his happinefs, is, neverthelefs, in- 
difpenfably due to him, and an external homage with which all 
beings are bound to found forth his fovereign power and fancli- 
ty. ' Nor do we owe him this only for his own greatnefs and 
glory, which he poflefies in himfelf, but alfo for the goodnefs, 
juftice, wifdom and power which he manifefts in all his works. 
Compounds of the divine mercies, as we are, we are bound to 
give to God inceflant thanks for all the benefits both in the or- 
der of nature and of grace, which he has gratuitoufly conferral 
upon us. We owe him alfo an acknowledgment of praife and 
thankfgiving for all his creatures from the beginning, and for 
all the wonders he has wrought in them or in their behalf, l or 
this the pfalmifl and the prophets fo often rehearfc his mighty 
works, and invite all beings to magnify his holy name for them. 
It is in his faints that he is wonderful above all his other 
works (i). For them was this world framed : for their fakes i> 
it preferved and governed. In the revolutions of ftatcs and em- 
pires, and in the extirpation or conservation of cities and na- 
tions, God has his ek<St. chiefly in view. By the fecrct un- 
erring order of his molt tender and all- wife providence, M 
ibwgs work together for good to them{?>). For their fake will 

(1) Pf. lxvii. 36. {2) Rom. viii. 28. 
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God fhorten the evil days in the laft period of the world (3), 
for the fan deification of one chofen foul he often conduces in- 
numerable fecond caufes, and hidden fprings. Nor can we 
wonder hereat, feeing that for his ele<St his co eternal Son was 
born and died, has wrought fo many wonders, performed fo 
many myfteries, inftituted fo many great facraments, and efta- 
blifhed his church on earth. The j unification of a finner, thei 
falsification of a foul is the fruit of numberlefs ftupendous 
works, the moft wonderful exertion of infinite goodnefs and 
niercy, and of almighty power. The creation of the univerfe 
out of nothing is a work which can bear no comparifon with the 
falvation of a foul through the redemption of Chrift. And with 
what infinite condefcenfion and tendernefs does the Lord of all 
things watch over everyone of his elect? With what unfpeak-. 
able invifible gifts does he adorn them ? To . how fublime and 
afronifhing a dignity does he exalt them, making them compa- 
nions of his blefTed angels, and coheirs with his Divine Son ? 
Weak and frail men, plunged in the gulphof fin, he, by his om- 
nipotent arm and by the moft adorable and ftupendous mercy, 
has refcued from the flavery of the devil, and jaws of hell ; 
has cleanfed them from all ftains, and by the ornaments of his 
grace has rendered them moft beautiful and glorious. And with 
what honour has he crowned them ! To what an immenfe 
height of immortal glory has he raifed them ! and by what 
rneans ? His grace conducted them by humility, patience, cha- 
rity, and penance, through ignominies, torments, pains, for- 
rows, mortifications and temptations to joy and blifs, by the 
crofs to their crowns. Lazarus, who here below was covered 
with ulcers, and denied the crumbs of bread whicli fell from the 
rich man's table, is now feated on a throne of glory, and re- 
plenished with delights, which neither eye hath feen, nor ear 
hath heard. Poor fifhermen, here the outcafl of the world, 
are made affeflbrs with Chrift in judging the world at the laft 
<lay ; fo great will be the glory and honour with which they 
will be placed on thrones at his right-hand, and bear tcftimony 
to the equity of the fcntence which he will pronounce again ft 
the wicked. Thy friends ar a exceedingly honoured r , O God (4). 
Thcfc glorious citizens of the heavenly Jerufalem he has chofen 
out of all the tribes of the children of Ifrael (5), and out of all 
nations, without any diftinclion of Greek or barbarian : pcrfons of 
?11 ages, fhewing, there is no age which is not ripe or fit for hea- 
ven : and out of all ftatcs and conditions ; in the throne amidft 
the pomp of worldly grandeur ; in the cottage ; in the army ; 
in, trade i in, tho rqagiftracy 5 clergyman, monks, virgins, mar- 
ried 

..(3) Mark xiH. 20, U) Pf. GKWiil l& ($) Apoc. 
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jied perfbns, widows, flaves and freemen. ^ In a word, what 
ftate is there that has not been honoured with its faints ? And 
they Were all made faints by the very occupations of their ftates, 
and by the ordinary occurrences of life ; profperity and adverfi- 
ty ; health and ficknefs ; honour and contempt \ riches and po- 
verty ; all which they made the means of their fan edification by 
the conftant exercife of patience, humility, meeknefs, charity, 
refignation and devotion. This is the manifold grace of God (6). 
He has employed all means, he has fet all things at work to Jhcw 
in ages to come the abundant riches of his grace (7). How do 
thefe happy fouls, eternal monuments of God's infinite power 
and clemency, praife his goodnefs without ceafing ? I will fmg 
to the Lord^ for he hath triumphed glorioufly, &c. (8). And 
cafting their crowns before his throne they give to him all the glory 
of their triumphs (g). "His gifts alone in us lie crowns(£J." 
We are called upon with the whole church militant on earth to 
join the church triumphant in heaven in praifing and thankin^ 
our mod: merciful God for the graces and glory he has beftowed 
on his faints. Shall we not at the fame time earneftly conjure 
him to exert his omnipotence and mercy in raifing us from all 
our fpiritual miferies and fins; healing the diforders of our fouls, 
and conducting us through the paths of true penance to the happy 
company of his faints, to which he has vouchfafed moft graci- 

ouflv to invite us ? 

Nothing can more powerfully incite Us to afpire with all our 
ftrength to the incomparable happinefs and blefled company of 
the faints than their example. Nor can any thing more ftrongly 
inflame us with holy emulation than the conflant meditation on 
that 2;Iory of which they are even now polfefFed, and in which 
they earneflly wait for us to join them. How does their im- 
mortality infpire us with a contempt of the unconfhmt, perifh- 
able and falfe honours of this world ! How docs the unfpeakable 
joy of that ftate, which fatisfics all thedefires, and fills the whole 
capacity of the heart, make us fovercignly defpifc the falfe empty 
plcafurcs of this life, and trample under our feet the threats and 
perfections of a blind world, with all that we can fuffcr from 
it or in it ? Are we not tranfportcd out of ourfelves at the 
thought that, by the divine mercy and grace, we arc capable 
of attaining to this ftate of immenfe and cndlefs Wifs ? And do 
v/e not, from our hearts, this moment, hid adieu for ever to all 
purfuits, occupations and defires which can bean impediment to 

us 

(6) 1 Pet. iv. 10. (7) Kph- i». 7- ( 8 ) Exod - xv ' !> *' 

n, 15, 18. (9) Apoc. iv. 11. Pfal. cxv. 1. 
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us herein, and embrace all means which can fecure to us the 
pofleflion of our great and only good. Do we not burn with 
-a holy defire of being admitted into the focicty of the friends 
of God, and being crowned by him in this bleffed company, 
with eternal joy and glory ? A certain general who from the 
rank of^a common foldier had, by his valour and conduct, raifed 
hirnfelf to the dignity and command of lieutenant-general, ufed 
fometimes familiarly to converfe with his foldiers, and tell them 
that he once carried his mufket, flood centry, lived and bore fa- 
tigues like them. He ufed to relate how in lieges he had due; the 
trenches, carried fafcines, been the firft man in mounting a 
breach, making an a (fault, or forcing a dangerous pafs. He 
gave them an account upon what occafion and by what means 
he was made a ferjeant, and gradually advanced to the polls of 
lieutenant, caotain, colonel and general officer. It is not to be 
cafily conceived with what ardour his foldiers were fired by fuch 
difcourfes, and by fuch an example which they had before their 
eyes. The grea tell fatigues and dangers were to them at that 
time no longer a fubje(9: of complaint, but of joy and ambition, 
whilft every one feemed to hirnfelf to fee a door by fuch means 
open to him to fome degree of preferment. Yet they could 
not but be fenfible how great the odds were againft them ; 
through how many dangers the very leaft promotion was to be 
purchafed j and after all that could be done by them, after the 
greater!" exploits and mod happy fuccefs on their fide, the re- 
; ward and honour which they had in view, was too extraordi- 
j nary, too precarious, and depended too much upon the caprices 
! of favour and fortune, rationally to raife high expectations. In 
i the affair of our falvation the cafe is quite otherwife. The 
j option is in our own bread: how exalted and how immenfe fo- 
j ever the glory is to which we afplre, it is God who invites us, 
' and who is our light and our ftrcngth : by his grace, which can 
! never fail but through our fault, we are furc to attain to that 
(irate of blifs which will never have an end, and which is far 
beyond all wc can imagine poftlble. So many happy faints are 
already arrived there. By their example they have pointed out 
the way to us. Wc have but to tread their iteps. They were 
once what we now arc, travellers on earth : they had the fame 
weaicneifes which we have : Elias was a man fubje£fc to the 
fame intimities as we are, fays St. James (9) : fo were all the 
faints. Wc have difficulties to encounter, jo had all the faints, 
and many of them far greater than wc can meet with. They 
had the allurements of vice, and feveral of them the flatteries 
■of courts to refill', with a tboufand particular <»b(l ach.-s from 

kings and princes P from the iuiereii: of whole nations, from the 

induction 

(9) Jam. v. 17* 
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fedu&ion and fnares of. fawning worldly friends * from the ran* 
cour and injuftice of enemies, fometimes from the prifons, racks 
and fwords of perfecutors, and from an infinity of other cir- 
cumftances* Yet they bravely furmounted thefe difficulties* 
which they made the very means of their virtue and fah&ity by 
their victories and triumphs over thefe enemies, and by their ex- 
treme watchfulnefs over themfelves, their fervour in continual 
prayer, mortification and penance, their plentiful almfdeeds, 
and their ardour in the exercife of all good works, to which 
their alarming dangers ferved much more ftrongly to excite them. 

Do we complain of our frailty ? The faints were made of the 
fame mould with us. But being fenfible of their weaknefs they 
were careful to retrench all incentives of their paflions, to fhun 
all dangerous occafions of fin, to ground themfelves in the moft 
profound humility, and to ftrengthen themfelves by the devout 
life of the facraments, prayer, an entire diftruft in themfelves* 
and other means of grace. It was by the ftrength they received 
from above, not by their own, that they triumphed over both 
their domeftick and their external enemies. We have the fame 
fuccours by which they were victorious. The blood of Chrifl: 
Was fried for us as it was for them ; the all-powerful grace of 
our Redeemer is not wanting to us, but the failure is in ourfelvcs* 
If difficulties ftart up, if temptations affright us, if enemies 
ftand in our way like rnonfters and giants which feem ready to 
devour us (10), let us not lofe courage, but redouble our car- 
neftnefs, crying out with Jofue (il) : The Lord h with us. 
JVhy do we fear ? If the world purfue us, let us remember that 
the faints fought again ft it in all its fhapes. If our paffions are 
violent, Jefus has furnifhed us with arms to tame them, and 
hold them in fubjec~tion. How furious aflaults have many faints 
fuftained ? in which they were fupported by victorious grace. 
Many with the Baptift happily prevented the rebellion of thefe 
domeftick enemies by early watchfulnefs, abftinence and retire- 
ment. Others God fuffercd, for their own advantage, to feel 
their furious buffets ; but animated them to vigilance and fer- 
vour, and crowned them with victories, by which they at length 
brought thefe enemies into fubjcelion. Of this many are in- 
fiances who had had the misfortune formerly to have fortified 
their paflions by criminal habits. St, Auftin after having been 
engaged many years in irregular courfes, conquered them. How 
i-nany other holy penitents broke ftrongcr chains than ours can 
be, by couragioufly ufuig violence upon themfelves, and be- 
came eminent' faints ? Can we then for fhamc think the diffi- 
culties we apprehend an excufb for our floth, which when wo 

xefplutcly encounter them, we fhall find to be more imaginary 

than 

(jo) Num., 34. (12) N">n. xiv. 9* 
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than real ? Shall we fhiink at the thought of felf-denial, pe- 
nance or prayer ? Shall not we dare to undertake, or to do what 
numbcrlefs happy troops of men and women have done, and 
daily do ? So many tender virgins, fo many youths of the mod: 
delicate complexion and education > fo many princes and kings* 
fo many of all ages, conftitutions and conditions have couragi- 
oufly walked before us ! " Canfl: not thou do what thefe and 
u thofe perfons of both fexes have done(r) faid St. Auftin to 
himfelf. Their example wonderfully infpires us with refolution, 
and filences all the pretexts of pufillanimity. To fct before our 
eyes a perfect model of the practice of true virtue, the Son of 
God became man, and lived amongft us. That we may not 
. fay the example of a God-man is too exalted for us, we have 
I that of innumerable faints who inviting us to take up the fweet 
j yoke of Chrift, fay to us v/ithSt. Paul: Be you imitators of ?ne 9 
(vrn cis I am of Chriji (12). They were men in all refpects 
like ourfelves, fo that our (loth and cowardice can have no ex- 
j cufe. They form a cloud of witnefles, demonstrating to us 
from their own experience, that the practice of chrifHan per- 
fection is eafy and fweet. They will rife up and condemn the 
tricked at the laft day, covering them with inexpreffible confu- 
fion : Thou raifcjl up thy witnejfes. ogabijl 7^(13). To ani- 
mate and encourage ourfelves in the vigorous purfuit of chri- 
j ftian perfection, and in advancing towards the glory of the faints, 
we ought often to lift up our eyes to heaven, and contemplate 
i theft: glorious conquerors of the world, clothed with robes 
\ of immortality, and fay to ourfelves: Thefe were once mortal, 
; weak men, lubjecl: to pafftons and miferies as we are now : 
\ and if we are faithful to our facred engagements to God, we 
fliall very fiiortly be made companions of their glory, and attain 
to the fame blifs. But for this we muft walk in their fteps ; 
that is to fay v we mud with them take up our crofs, renounce 
the world and ourfelves, and make our lives a courfe of labour, 
prayer and penance. We are loft if we fcek any other path. 
vVe muft either renounce the world and the flcfh with the faints, 
or we renounce heaven wiih the wicked. 

There is but one Gofpel, but one Redeemer and divine Le- 
giflator Jefus Chrilr, and but one Heaven. No other road can 
kad us thither but that which he has traced out to us : the rule 
of (alvation laid dawn by him is invariable. It is a mo ft perni- 
cious and falfc perfualioji cither that chrufcians in the world are 
not bound to aim at perfection, or that they may be faved by 
« different path from that of the faints. The torrent of ex- 
ample 

(12) 1 Cor. xi. 1. (13) Job x. 17. 
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ample in the world imperceptibly infh'lls this errour into the 
minds of many, that there is a kind of middle way of goinjy to 
heaven : and under this notion-, becaufe the world does not "live 
up to the gofpel, they bring the gofpel down to the level, or 
ftandard of the world. It is not by the example of the world 
that we are to meafure the chriftian rule*, but by the pure max- 
ims of the gofpel. All chriftians are commanded to labour to 
become holy and perfect as our heavenly Father is perfect, and 
to bear his image, and refemble him by fpotlefs fanctity, that 
we may be his children. We are obliged, by the law of the 
gofpel, to die to ourfelves by the extinction of inordinate felt 
love in our hearts, by the crucifixion of the old man, and the 
mattery and regulation of our paffions. It is no lefs indifpen- 
fable an injunction laid on us than on them, that we be anima- 
ted with, and live by, the Spirit of Chrift ; that is, the fpirit 
of «fincere and perfect humility, meeknefs, charity, patience, 
piety and all other divine virtues. Thefe are the conditions 
under which Chrift. makes us his promifes, and enrols us among 
his children, as is manifeir. from all the divine inftructtons which 
he has given us in the gofpels ; and thofe which the apoftles 
have left us in their infpired writings. Here is no diftinction 
made between the apo files or clergymen, or religious and fecu- 
lar perfons. The former indeed take upon themfelvcs certain 
ltricter obligations as means of accomplishing more eafily and 
snore perfectly thefe lellbns : but the law of fanctity and of a 
*li {"engagement of the heart from the world is general, and 
binds all the followers of Chriir, all who can be intitled 
to inherit his promifes. Now what marks do we find in 
£he lives of chriftians of this crucifixion of their paflions, and 
of the Spirit of Chrift reigning in their hearts and actions ? Do 
•not detraction, envy, jealoufy, anger, antipathies, refentments, 
vanity, love of the world, ambition and pride difcovcr them* 
i elves in their converfation and conduct ; and as ftrongly as in 
the very heathens ? It is in vain to plead that thefe are fins of 
furprife. It is man i fed: that they are fins of habit, and that 
thefe paflions hold the empire in their hearts. An interiour dif* 
pofition of chanty, meeknefs and other virtues would give a 
very contrary turn to their converfation and behaviour, and 
would make them like the faintSjhumbkvpeaccable, mild, obliging 
to all, and fevere only to themfelvcs. The dirt lies always 
lurking in their hearts ; the provocation and occafion only ftira 
it up, and fhews it to be there. It is in vain that fuch perfons 
flicker themfelvcs under a pretended courfe of a pious life, and 
allege that they are regular in their prayers, in frequenting the 
facraments, and in other duties, and are liberal in their alms: 

all this is imperfect fo long as they neglect tjie foundation, which 
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js lb~ j:orc;iiC<'Uoi» of their pafiions. They are unacquainted 
with the: very foul of a ch: iiiian fpirit, which was that of all 
the Taints. 

"What then is the fir ft duty of one who defires to become a 
difciple of Chrift ? This is a moft important point, which very 
few fufficiently attend to. The firft thing which a chriftian is 
bound to ftudy is, in what manner he is to die to himfelf and 
his pafiions. This is the preliminary article or condition which 
Chrift requires of him before he can be admitted into Lis divine 
fchool. For this, fuch a practice of the exteriour mortification 
of die fenfes is neceflary that they may be kept under due go- 
vernment : but the interiour denial of the will ^ and reftraint of 
the pafiions is the moil efiential part : and is chiefly eftecled by 
extirpating pride, vanity, revenge and other irregular paftions, and 
planting in the heart the moft perfect fpirit of humility, meek- 
nefs, patience and charity. The motives and rules of thefe 
virtues ought to be ft u died and meditated upon, according to 
every one's capacity : both interiour and exteriour a£ls of each 
muft be' frequently and fervently exercifed ; and the contrary 
vices diligently watched againft, and vigoroufiy curbed. By 
diligent felf-examination all the foldings of the 3)cart muft be 
laid open, every vicious inclination difcovercd, and the axe hud 
to the root that the difordcr may be cut off. Thus muft we 
ftudy to die to ourfelves. By the frequent ufe of the facra- 
mcnts, afiiduous prayer, pious reading or meditation, and the 
practice of devout afpi rations, we muft unite our fouls to God. 
This crucifixion of felf-lovc and union of our hearts to God, 
. are the two general means by which the Spirit of Chrift muft 
be formed and daily improved in us, and by which we fhall be 
imitators of the faints. This tafk requires earneft applicati- 
on, and fome confederation and lcifure from bufmefs. How 
' much time do we give to every other improvement of mind or 
body ? the ftudent to cultivate his undcrftanding in any art or 
fcience ? the artifan to learn his trade ? and fo of every other 
' profeffion. And fhall we not find lime to reform our hearts, 
and to adorn our fouls with virtue ( d) ? which is our great and 
only bufinefs, upon which the good ufe of all other qualifica- 
tions, and both our temporal and eternal happincfo depend, fn 
virtue confifts the true excellence and dignity of our nature. 
Againft this great application to the means of our fanc'tification 
fome object, the diftipation and hurry of the world in which they 
live: they doubt not but they could do this ii they were monks 
or hermits. All this is mere illuiion. Inftead of conieihng their 
Vol. IV. 1 i own 
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own floth to be. the fource of their diforders, they charge their 
faults on their ftate ancl circumftances in the world. But we 
have all the reafon in the world to conclude that the conduct of 
fuch perfons would be more fcandalous and irregular in a mo- 
« a fiery than it is in the world. Every thing is a danger to him 
who carries the danger about with him. But can any one pre- 
tend that feculars can be excufed from the obligation of fubduin* 
their pafiions, retrenching fin, and aiming at perfection ? Are 
they not bound to fave their fouls ; that is, to be faints ? God 
who commands all to aim at perfection, yet whofe will it is at 
the fame time that to live in the world fhould be the general 
ftate of mankind, is not contrary to himfelf. That all places 
in the world fhould be filled is God's exprefs command ; alfo that 
the duties of every ftation in it be faithfully complied with (14). 
He requires not then that men abandon their employs in the 
world, » but that by a di Engagement of heart, and a religious 
motive or intention they fanetify them. Thus has every law- 
ful ilation in the world been adorned with faints. God oblircs 
not men in the world to leave their bufinefs 5 on the contrary 
he command* them diligently to difcharge every branch of their 
temporal flewardfhip. The tradefman is bound to attend to his 
fhop, the hufbandman to his tillage, the fervant to his work, 
the mailer to the care of his houfhold and eftates. Thefe are 
eflential duties which men owe to God, to the publick, to 
themfelves, and to their children and families ; a neglect of 
which, whatever elfe they do, will fuffice to damn them. But 
then they muft always refer ve to themfelves leifure for fpiritual 
and religious duties : they muft alfo fanetify all the duties of 
their profeffion. This is to be done by a good intention. It 
is the motive of our actions upon which in a moral and chri- 
ftian fenfc the great eft part, or fomctimcs the whole of every 
action depends. This is the foul of oar actions ; this determines 
them, forms their character, and makes them virtues or vices, 
If avarice, vainglory, fenfuality, or the like inordinate incli- 
nations influence the courfc of our actions, it is evident to what 
clafs they belong : and this is the poifon which infects even the 
virtuous part of thofe who have never ftudied to mortify their 
pafiions. Thus the very virtues of the foolifh drudgers for 
popular fame among the ancient philofophers, were falfe : they 
have already received their reward, the empty applaufe of men. 
The chriitian who would pleafe God, muft carefully exclude in 
his aft ions :\ll interefled views of felf-lovc, and direct all ihinp 
he docs purely to the glory of God, defiring only to accompliili 
his holy will in the mofi* perfect manner. Thus a fpirit of di- 
vine love and zeal, of compunction, penance, patience and other 

virtues, 

(14) 1 Cor. vii. 20. jEphef. iv, 1. 
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virtues,- Will animate and fon&ify his labour and all that he does. 
In the courfe of all thefe actions he muft watch agatnft the dan- 
oerous inhnuation of his pafJions, rnuft fiudy on all occafions to 
excrcife humility, meeknefs, charity and other virtues, the op- 
portunies of which continually occur ; and he ought from time 
to time, by fome fhort fervent afpi ration, to raife his heart to 
God. Thus the Ifidores and Homobons fanclified their em- 
ploys : did the Pauls or Antonies do more in their deferts? un- 
]efs perhaps the difengagement of their hearts, and the purity and 
fervour of their affections and intentions were more perfect > 
upon which a foul's progrefs in fandtity depends. But flothh.il 
chriftians allege the difficulty of this precept : they think that 
perfectly to die to themfelves is a fevere injunction. God for- 
bid any one fhould widen the path which the Saviour of the: 
world has declared to be narrow. It is doubtlefs difficult, and 
requires refolution and courage. Who can think that hcaverx 
will con: him nothing which coft all the faints fo much? What 
temporal advantage is gained without pains ? The bread of la- 
bourers, the riches of mifers, the honours of the ambitious coft 
much anxiety and pains. Yet, what empty fhadows, what rack- 
ing tortures*, what real miferies are the enjoyments which world- 
lings purchafe at fodear a rate ? But it is only to our inordinate; 
appetites (which we are bound to mortify, and the mortification 
of which will bring us liberty and true joy) that the doctrine of 
felf-denial appears harfh. And its fruits in the foul are the reign 
of divine love: and the fweet peace of God which furpaffeth all 
underjlanding (15) which fprings from the government of the 
paflions, and the prefence of the Holy Ghofr. in the foul, and 
is attended with a pure and holy joy which fills the whole ca- 
pacity of the heart, and which the whole world can never take 
from the fervant of God. This precious gift and comfort doc3 
not totally forfake him under the fevcreft interiour trials with 
Which God fuffers his fervants to be fometimes viftted in this 
life for their greateft advantage ; under which they arc alfo fup- 
portcd by the profpecl: of eternal glory. And even in this pre- 
fect life their fufferings are often repaid by the incxprcfTiblc con- 
folations which the Holy Ghofl' infufes into their hearts, fo that 
they receive a hundred fold for all that they have forfaken foi* 
God. T'bc wicked have told me their fables : but 7 tot as thy 
law, O Lord (16). Jl voice of joy and falvation rings in tha 
tabernacles of the jnft (17). Compare the ftate of the greateft 
Worldly monarch with that of the humble fervant of God (i8). 

I i 2 Power > 

(15) Phil. lv. 7. (j6) Pfal. cxviii. R S '. (17) Pfid.Vd5cvii. 

(18) See St. Chryfoftom'b fhort treatife, Compartttio Rrgiset Monu.bi. 

uLSavii. T. 7. p. 861. Ed. Ben. T. 1. p. n6. Alio tnmlluted 
in lHofius't work*- 
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Power, riches and plcafure conftitute the king's imaginary hap- 
pinefs. Nations confpire to obey his will, or even prevent his 
inclinations : the earth is filent before him : at his orders armies 
march, lay whole countries wafie, or facrifice their lives: he 
pu nifties by his very countenance, and fcatters favours at plca- 
fure, without any one afking him a rcafon : even princes ap- 
proach him with trembling, count it their, greateft happinefs 
and honour if he vouchfafes to receive their homages, and with 
the countenances of {laves ftudy in his eyes what facrifice he re- 
quires of them. Is this that happy fiatc of independance and power 
which the world admires ? Certainly there cannot be a bafer fla- 
very than that of the world and the paffions. Only the fervant 
or God enjoys true liberty and independance, who fears only Cod, 
and has no concern but for his duty, is equally refigned under 
all vkiihtudes of fortune, as much railed above all confident- 
ticn of human refpect as he is difengaged from this world, vet 
by chaiity mares in the profperity of all his neighbours as in his 
own : neither can injuries or affronts reach his perfon who fenced 
by mecknefs, patience and charity receives them as great oppor- 
tunities of iiis fpiritual advantage, and confulers them as font 
bv God in infinite wifdom and tender love and mercy. A kino; 
is expo fed to greater disappointments and troubles as his con- 
cerns are greater, and his. paflions ufualiy more impetuous. And 
is not the very prandcur and happinefs of a king dependent upon 
others ? and upon men whole favour i" caprice i 3 If he would 
rc : cn bv being feared, fo as to fhv in iiis heart, 4,6 Let them 
6 " hale, provided they fear mc," he bears in his heart all the 
feeds of tyranny and pride, and will be hire to have alrnofr as 
many lecret enemies as h ■: has fubjecls. If he finches to gain 
the affection? and love of his people by clemency and fcindncllcs, 
he w:ll find the generality fo blind as neither to know' what is 
for their [mod, nor what they themfelves dehre : likewife un- 
grateful, whom benefits only embolden to be more infolent. It 
his power be lo frail and fo troublefome, fhall wc admire his 
riches ? Is not lie rather the poo re fir of men wliofe wants arc 
the grealefl*, and whofc defircs arc ufualiy the moft cnu in"! 
Him wc our\ht juftly to cdeem the richefr., whole ncccflitics are 
leweil, and whu knows not what moie to afk or delire : ami 
this whether lie lives in a cell or a palace. A kind's pleafurcs 
are much abated, becaufe cheaper than thofe oi others : (or hu- 
man enjoyments confdi greatly in the purfuit ; or at Icaifc il k 
by the e:ij T ernel:; of the purfuit that they are chiefly enhanced, 
li he he a U ranker to virtue, his biva'l-, amidi'l the jditler.r; 
pomp which finounds him, will often he milerahly torn hv . t 
iinde paflions which fticccdlivcly tyrannize over him, and v.iil 

be a prey to corroding cares which embitter all enjoumm^ 

' i lie 
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The beautiful fat ox in the fable could not tafre the rich paf- 
ture, but run and roared as it were to call for companion and 
help, becaufe a contemptible infect, a little gnat, (hot its fling 
into his noftrils. Aman, who governed the Perfian empire un- 
der the king, could not take his reft, or find any pleasure in all 
that he poilbfled, becaufe Mordecai, the Jew, refufed to bow 
down to lvm at the gate of the palace. Thus docs the moil 
trifting check, or the moft petty rage or envy rah I: florins 
in the breads of the wicked. Their plcafures are bale, empty 
and vain : whatever faile joy they may give for a patting mo- 
nv:nt, this is dearly earned by fucceeding pains ; however thefe 
ni;:v he difguifed from others, they are not lefc lharp or gnaw- 
iinr. Many who are feated on the pinnacle of human gran- 
deur, are a burden to themfelves, whilfl they are the object of 
others envy. Have we not then reafon to conclude with St. 
Chrvfoftom, that happinefs is not to be fought in the gratifica- 
tion of pride and worldly paffions: which the, oracles of eternal 
truth clearly confirm. But we are afl u red by the fame unening 
authority that it is to be found in a Heady practice of \iuue. 
flcncc the virtues in which the renunciation of ourfelves con- 
iifts, as humility, compundlion, meekuefs, and the reft (to) 
are bv our divine Redeemer himfelf fry led Beatitudes, becaufe 
thev not only lead to happinefs, but alfo bring with them a 
prefent happinefs, fuch as our Hate of trial is capable of. This 
Cbrift gives in the bargain as an earner! of his love and pro- 
jnifes. But the recompence of the faints refcrved in the kimj;- 
il.>m of" God's glory is fuch as alone to make every thing that 
can be fufrered here, for fo great a crown, light and of no con- 
fidenition. The examples of the faints (hew us the path ; 
and their glory (Irongly animates our hope, and excites our fer- 
vour. tt It is our intereit," fays St. Bernard (zo), fcC to honour 
Ct the memory of the faints, not theirs. Would you know 
iC how it is our intcrcft ? From the remembrance of them T 
c< feel, I coiifefs, a triple vehement defire kindled in my bieaft; 
L< of their company ; of their blifs, and of their interceflion. 
4,1 ift, of t heir company. To think of the hunts is in fomc 
44 meafure to fee them. Thus we are in part, and this the 
cc better part of ourfelves, in the land of the living, provided 
ct our afrodrion aoes alon<i with our thoughts or remem- 
ik membrance ; yet not as they are. 'J "lie faints are there pre- 
t< font, and in their perfons ; we are there onlv in all'eclion 
Cc and defuvs. Ah ! when fhall we join our fathers ? When 
vt Iludl we be made the fellow-citizens oi the blclled fpirits, of 

1 i 3 the 
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the patriarchs, prophets, apoftles 3 martyrs and virgins? When 
(hall we be mixed in the choir of the faints ? The rcmem- 
<c brance of each one among the faints is* as it were a new 
cc fpark, or rather torch which fets our fouls more vehemently 
<€ on fire, and makes us ardently figh to behold and embrace 
tfC them, fo that v/e feem to ourfelves even now to be amongft 
4C them. And from this diflant place of banifhment we dart 
* c our affecTions fome times toward the whole afTembly, fame- 
ct times towards this, and fometimcs that happy fpirit. What 
4C floth is it that we do not launch our fouls into the midft of 
* c thofe happy troops, and burft hence by continual fighs ! The 
* c church of the firft-born waits for us : yet we loiter. The 
<c faints earneftly long for our arrival : yet we defpife them. — 
<c Let us with all the ardour of our fouls prevent thofe who are 
<c expecting us ; let us haften to thofe who are waiting for us." 
Secondly, he mentions the deilreof their blifs and laftly the fuc- 
cour of their interceffton, and adds : " Have pity on me, have 
6C pity on me, at lea ft you my friends. You know our dan- 
<c gcr, our frail mould, our ignorance, and the fnares of our 
* £ enemies : "you know our weaknefs, and the fury of their 
4t aiiaults. For I fpeak to vou who have been under the like 
* c temptation ; who have overcome the like aflaults; have 
<c efcaped the like fnares, and have learned companion from 
c< what yourfclvcs have fullered. . . We are members of the fame 
* c Head. . '. Your glory is not to be confummated without us," 



This fuccour of the faints interceflion is another advantage 
which we reap by celebrating their feftivals, of which the fame 
St. Bernard (21) writes: "He who was powerful on earth is 
tmi more powerful in heaven where he ftands before the face of 
* c his Lord. And if he had companion on finncrs and prayed 
for them whilft he lived on earth, he now prays to the Fa- 
ther for us fo much the more earneftly as he more truly 
* c knows our extreme neceffitics and mifcries: his blcfTcd coun- 
try has not changed, but increafed his charity. Though now 
impauable, he is not a ftrangcr to companion : by {landing 
before the throne of mercy he has put on the tender bowels 
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^ of mercy,'' &c. 



On the fame DAY 



St, C-'i.f arius, Nl. At Tcrracma in Italy it was an impious and 
barbarous cullom, 011 certain very folemn occafions, for a young 
man to make li'unfelf a voluntary facrifiee to Apollo, the tutelar 
deity of the city. After having been long carcfled and pampered 
by the citizens, apparelled in rich gaudy ornaments, he offered ft* 

crificc 

{21) Senn, inYigUiu {5 S. Petri ct Paul), p. o8j\ 
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orifice to Apollo, and running full fpeed from this ceremony, threw 
himfelf headlong from a precipice into the fea, and was f wallowed 
wp by the waves. Caifarius, a holy deacon from Africa, happened 
once to be prefent at this tragical icene, and not being able to con- 
tain his zeal, fpoke openly againft fo abominable a fu per nation. The 
prieft of the idol caufed him to be apprehended, and accufed him 
before the governour, by whofc fentence the holy deacon, together 
v/iih a chriilian prieft named Lucian, was put into a fack, and call 
into the fea, in 300, the perfecution of Dioclefian then rapi 



St. Gregory the Great, mentions an ancient church of St. CajJarius 
in Rome (1). It had lain long in ruins, when it was magnificently 
rebuilt by Clement VIII. who created his little nephew Sylveitro 
Aldobrandini cardinal deacon of this church. St. Co: far ins is men- 
tioned with diftinciion in the facramehtary of St. Gregory, in the 
inartyrology of the feventh age, publifhed by the learned Jeiuit 
Pronto le Due, and in thofc of Eede, Ufuard, &c. His modern 
acts in Surius are of fmall authority. 

St. Mary, M. God who in the diftribution of his graces, makes 
no diitindlion of condition amongft men, railed an humble female 
Have to the dignity of martyrdom : and in the proud capital of the 
world, the boafl.ee! triumphs of its deified conquerors and heroes, 
were all eclipfed by the admirable courage and virtue of a weak wo- 
man. Mary was Have to Tertullus, a Roman fenator, a chriilian 
from her cradle, though the only pcrfon in that great family who 
was favoured with that grace. She prayed much, and failed frequent- 
ly, efpecially on all the idolatrous festivals. This devotion difplcafcd 
her fuperftitious miftrefs ; but her fidelity, diligence and approved 
probity endeared her to her mailer. Dioclefians bloody ediclb again ft 
the chriftians filling all places with terrour, Terlullus piivatcly made 
ufe of every artifice to engage Mary to renounce her faith. But 
neither the careflcs and promiles of an indulgent mailer, nor the ap- 
prehenfion of his indignation and challifcmems could ihnkc her con- 
nancy. The fenator fearing to lofe her if file fell into the hands of 
the prefect, out of a barbarous companion, in hopes of mak- 
ing her change her refolution, caufed her to be unmercifully 
whipped, and then to be locked up in a dark cellar for thirty days, 
where no other fullenance was allowed her but bread and water. 
Prayer in the mean time was her comfort and llrcugth, and it was 
her joy to lofe all the favour fhe could promifeto herfelf in this world, 
and to fuller torments, for Chrill. The mailer at length taking wind, 
the judge made it a crime in Tertullus that he had concealed a chri- 
ilian in his ho ufe, and the Have was forthwith delivered up to him. 
At her examination her anfwers were mm, but modert. '1 'he mob 
in the court hearing her confefs the name of Chvill, demanded with 
loud clamours that Ihe fhoukl be burnt alive. 'J 'he maityr Hood 
praying fecrctly that God would give her conflancy, and fa:d to 
the judge : 4t God whom I ferve is with me ; and .1 fear not your 
" torments, which can only Lake away a life which I dehre to lay 

i i 4 44 clown 
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" down for Jefus Chrift."" The judge commanded her to be tor- 
mented ; which was executed with fuch cruelty, that the unconftant 
giddy mob tumultuoully cried out that they were notable any longer 
to bear fo horrible a fpeitaclc, and inlrcated that flie might be re- 
leafed. The judge to appcafc the commotion ordered the liclors to 
take her from the rack, and committed her to the cuilody of a foldier. 
The virgin flaring chiefly lor her cbaftity, found means to cfcape out 
of her keeper's hands, and ficd to the mountains. She finifhed her 
courfc by a happy death, though not by the -"word. She is ftylcd a 
martyr in the Roman and other martyrologies, that title being ufually 
given by Gt. Cyprian in his eplfi'cs, and by other ancient writers to 
all who had fufrered torments with conJlancy and perfeverancc for 

Chrift.- See her genuine acts published by Eaiaze, MifcdL T. 2. 

p. 1 1 5. Alfo the inartyrologies of Ecde, Ado, Ui'uard, Sec. 

St. Marccli.us, bifhop of Paris, C. He was born at Paris in 
the fourth age, of parents not confpicuous for any rank in the world, 
but on vJmm his virtue redechT the grcatcft honour. Puiity of 
heart, moriefty, mceknef', mortification and charity were the ingre- 
dients of hi?, character in bis youth 3 and he gave himfelf entirely to 
the difcipline of virtue and prayer, fo as to feem whilfc he lived in 
the flefh, difenpaccd botli from the world and the Hem, fays the au- 
thor of his life. The uncommon gravity of his manner:", and his 
progrefs in facrcd learning fo flrongly recommended him to Prudcn- 
lius, bifnop of Paris, that when he was yet young, this prelate or- 
dained him Reader of that church. From this time the faint is faid 
to have given frequent proofs of a wonderful gift of miracles. He 
was afterwards promoted to the dignity of prk'flhood, and upon the 
deceafe of Prude ntius was unanimoufly chofen bifnop of Paris. As 
he undertook this charge by compulfion and with trembling, fo a 
part apprchenfion of its obligations made him always humble, watch- 
ful and indefatigable in all his functions. It is related that amongft 
other miracles he freed the country from a great ferpent which inha- 
bited the fcp'ilchre of an adultrcfs. But the circum fiances of this 
action depend upon the authority of one who wrote near two hun- 
dred years afrer the time, and who being a foreigner took them upon 
trull, and probably upon popular reports. The faint died in the be- 
rinninjr of the fifth eenturv, on the frfc of November, on which 
day lie is named in the Roman Mariyrology, though in the Gnllican 
his fealt is deferred to the third. Idis body was buried about u 
ouarter of a league from Paris in a village, which is now joined to 
the town, and called the fuburb of St. IvJarccau. His rclicks have 

been lom v fince kept in the cathedral. See the life of St. Mar- 

ccllus by J/ortunatus j, publiihed by Sunns, 

St, 



This piece is attributed by 
Cave (JliJL Lit. T. I. p. 530.) 
Dubois ( li'jL furl. P/nis. p. 46.) 
and Ionic others to Venantius 

I'Oituuuius, who fleeing the 



f words of the barbarians in Ita- 
ly, left Ravenna, and out of 
devotion to St. Martin fettled at 
Tours. Thence he was called 
by St. Radegundcs to Poitiers, 

and 
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Apoiilc of Burgundy. 
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Amongft the 



hoiv Roman miluonaries who preached the faith in Gaul, in the 
thiid century, St. Benignus laid the foundation of the church of Bur- 



and af er the death of his friend 
St. Gregory of lours, in 595, 
upon the demife of Plato, biihop 
of Poitiers, was chofen to ill 1 that 
fee. He died foon after the year 
600, and is honoured at Poitiers 
among the faints on the fourth of 
December. Wc have monuments 
of his cxtenfive learning and ori- 
ginal genius in four books of the 
life of St. Martin in verfe, hafaiy 
compiled from the elegant profc 
of St. Sulpitius Scverus : in ten 
books of poems (publhhcd with 
his life by F. Erowcr, the Jefuit, 
ai Merits) : and in feveral other 
fcattcrcd poems : alfo in an ex- 
cellent fhort expofition of the 
Lord's Prayer, this author's mas- 
terpiece, in which he recom- 
mends daily communion. By 
this piece we may form a judg- 
ment of the devotion of St. Ra- 
degundes, whofe chaplain and 
director Fortunatus was at Poi- 
tiers. This piece is extant in the 
Library of the Fathers, and in the 
Orthodoxographa, with his cxpo- 
fiUon of the A pottles Creed. Mu- 
ratori ( /faced. Lt;t. p. 212.) has 
publifhed his exposition of the 
creed of St. Athanaiius, which 
Dr. V/atcrland had quoted iiuna- 
inifcriptf Comm. on the Creed c./'.SV. 
jLi.\:j. . p. 32. 171.) The iives of 
the following faints compiled by 
thii author, are barren of facts, 
a..: I'Med with reiaiion*. of mira- 
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gundy, 

Venantius Fortunatus by Surius, 
being the work of Radbod II. bi- 
fhopof Poitiers in the 1 ithage. But 
his life of St. Radegundcs, differ- 
ent from his others, is a very ufc- 
ful narrative of her actions and 
virtues : as is alfo the fupplcmcnt, 
or fecond life of the lame holy 
queen, compiled by Baudonivia, 
corruptly called Bandonivia, the 
learned nun of her monaftcry 
whilft Fortunatus was biihop. 
See Rivet, T\ 3. p. 464, and the: 
lalt edition of Cave's Ilijhtuz 
Literaria in 1740, in which moil 
of his former miftakes on this ar- 
tide are corrected, except that 
the two Fortunatus's are con- 
founded together. 

Another St. Fortunatus, bifhop 
of an unknown fee in Lombard y, 
a native of V ercelli, for his learn 
ing furnamed the Philofopher, 
came into France a little before 
the former, perhaps expelled by 
the Lombaids. He fettled near 
Chelles, was much honoured by 
St.Germanus, bifhop of Paris, and 
died a little before him, as Ufunrd 
teftiiics, in his Marty rology, about 
the year 569, when St. Germanus 
lay lick. He is honoured on the 
fifth of May, and eighteenth of 
June : the place where he was in- 
terred, bears his name ; his relicks 
are kept with refpect, and two 
churches arc built in his honour. 
Sec the Bollandills 18 Jim. Dii 
(/'///. EccL Path. I. I. c. K. 

'iiiUin.'i*. 10. p. .j.i6). 'I bis is 
Ji'- ;, oi 1 mi .rus who at (he reipielc 
• 1 M ' ■ 1 1 ijUmmis of pari- , com- 

y lu« A M. ivlai cell us. 

c-. . < : U i «. v t , j i ;ji . Lit a ' . Jf la 

tr. V. 3. p. .:yii. 
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snindv, and received the crown of martyrdom near Dijon, probably 
inthe reign of Aurelian, who, in 27 2,raifed a cruel perfection again* 
the chriilians, and after his vittory over Zenobia in the Eaft waged 
war in Gaul, and led Teti icus, the Gaulifh general, in tnumpn. This 
emperour is faid to have built the town of Dijon, which was a place 
of no creat note till long after this it became the feat of many ot the 
fovereign dukes of Burgundy : fince which time there are few gayer 
cities in France. St. Gregory of Tours relates feveral miracles that 
were wrought at the tomb of St. Benignus in this town, and fays that 
his mother by watching all night before it in prayer, on the eve of 
fcftS on the firft of November, obtained of God that her whole 
family in Auvergne was preferved from a peftilence called Lues In- 
JXv In the life of St. Anno, archbiftiop of Cologn, we are 
fold that the relicks of St. Benignus were afterward tranflated into 
Germany. The abbey of St. Benignus at Dijon was founded 1,1 the 

fixth century. See St. Gregory of Tours, 1. de Glor. Mart. c. 5,. 

55 TUlem T. 3. p- 422. The Aas of St. Bemgnus are of no au- 

tlU S? Austremonius, who inthe third century planted the faith with 
oreat zeal in Auvergne and died an holy confeffor, is alfo honoured 
on tl is dav. His head is preferred in the abbey which bears Ins name 
nt IfToire in Lower Auvergne : the reft of his relicks chiefly m the 
abbey of Mauzac near Riom; and at Pierre-Encife, or St. Guoincm 

^Harold VI. king of Denmark, M. The archbilhops of Bre- 
men from St. Willchad the apoftle of Saxony, and St Anfchanus the 
firft a rchbirhop of Bremen, laboured fucceflively m planting the huth 
h he northern parts of Europe. Erick the Younger, king of Den- 
maid- was converted to the faith by St. Anfchanus. But his <uo 
ceK in erfecu cd the chriftians till Froto VI king of Denma < 
brother and fucceflbur of Swein I. embraced the fault of Chnll m , 
war:, in England, and fent an embaffadour to pope Agapctu 11 
about the yearn o; but died before the return of the embafly, lo 
t at hi conv Vf:^ a produced little fruit in that nat on. Gormo 1 IF 

e third king fronAim, was a cruel f^^%^ da f^}. 
demolifhcd a church which they had built at Slefw ck B .t « . y 
in- Thyra, an Englifn princefs, he promifed to become a chn Un. 
Hfsfon and fucceflbur Harold VI. firnamed Blodrand embraced tl 
ft d> with Jca ardour, and filled his dominions with churches and 
preacl c s in which he war, chiefiy affiflcd by Adalbag, the molt «a- 
[osarchbiflmp of Bremen, the feventh from S, Anfcluinus coten - 
rary with Otho the Great, who about the fame time fo u. led h. u y 
and church of Magdeburg. Adalbag inflated three b. hop ck 
Jutland, which this king endowed When he had re.gmd n.. 
years, his fon Swein, firnamed Twclkegk, who remained hu inn 
L idolater („), ftirrcd tip the people to demand the relloration o.^u 

(„) Swein Tweflct-gk for his his own fubjefls ; but after h»- 
crimcs was called Denmark by ing hved lourtccu ycais. »i> ^ 
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idols, and their ancient liberty to plunder their neighbours. The 
king was wounded in battle by one Toko, a leader of the malecon- 
tcnts, and died fome days after of his wounds, on the firft of No- 
vember, 980. He was buried in the church of the Holy Trinity 
which he had founded at Rofchilde, and which continues to this day 
the burial-place of the Danifh kings. On a pillar in the choir, over 
Che grave of this king, is his effigies, with this infeription : " Harald, 
*' king of Dacia (or Denmark) England and Norway, founder of 
" this church." Though many hiftorians flyle him martyr, he is 

aiot named in the Roman Martyrology. See Fetus Hijloria Regunz 

])ania P prefixed to Lindenbrucrfs edition of Adam Bremenfis. 

NOVEMBER 2. 

ALL SOULS; or, the Commemo- 
ration of the Faithful departed. 

BY purgatory no more is meant by catholicks than a middle 
ftate of fouls, viz. of purgation from fin by temporary chadife- 
ments, ora punifliment of fome fin inflicted after death, which is 
not eternal (1). As to the place, manner, or kind of thefe fu Herr- 
ings nothing has been defined by the church, and all who with 
Dr. Deacon except again ft this doctrine on account of the cir- 
cumfranceof a material fire (2), quarrel about a meer fcholaflick 
queftion in which a perfon is at liberty to choofc either fide. 
This doctrine of a ftate of temporary punifliment after death 

for 

(1) See the council of Trent, Sell' 25. Pope Pius IV's Creed, 
Botfucfs Expofition, and Catech, of Montp. (2) Deacon Tiv 

on Purgatory. 



den recovered the crown, and was 
converted to the faith by Poppo, 
a preacher fent from Bremen. 
Afterward he invaded and con- 
quered great part of England, 
where he died. He was fucceeded 
in Denmark by his eldell fon H:i- 
a"oitl ; after whom his fecond fon 
Knut the Great, called by the 
Danes Gamle Knut, became king 
Denmark, Norway and Eng- 
land, and by fending over many 



learned preachers from England, 
completed the conversion of Den- 
mark. The Danifh kings took 
the title of kings of England 
during the fpace of 120 years 
till Harold VII. The churches 
of Denmark continued fubjedt 
to the archbifhops of Bremen 
till the reign of Eric II L fur- 
named the Good, when an arch- 
bifhoprick . was erecled. at L lin- 
den about the year 1 100, 
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for fome fins, is interwoven with the fundamental articles of the 
cbriftian religion. For as eternal torments are the portion of all 
fouls which depart this life under the guilt of mortal fin ^ and 
everlafling blifs of thofewho die in the ftate of grace, fo it is an 
obvious conference that among the latter, many fouls may- 
he defiled with lefler ftains, and cannot enter immediately into 
the joy of the l\,ord. Repentance may be fmcerc, thou eh 
ibme thing be wanting to its perfection ; fome part of the debt 
which the penitent owes to the Divine Juflice may remain un- 
cancelled;, as appears from fcveral in (lances mentioned in the 
holy fcripturcs, as of David (3), of the Ifraclitcs in the wildcr- 
nefs (4), of Mofes and Aaron (5), and of the prophet flain by 
a lion (6) ? which debt is to be fatisfied for either in this life or 
in the next. Certainly, fome f»ns are venial, which deferve 
not eternal death ; yet if not effaced by condign penance in this 
world, mutt be puniilvcd in the next. Every wound is not 
not mortal 5 nor docs every fmall ofluicc totally defvroy friend - 
Ihip. The fcripturcs frequently mention the fe venial fins, from 
which ordinarily the juft are not c-'cmpt , who certainly would 
not bj juft it thefc lencr fins into which men eahly fall by fur- 
prife, deilroy.d nji'iicc in them, or if they fell from charity (7). 
Vet the fnraiieu. fm exch/des a foul horn heaven fo Ion? as it is 
not blotted our. No:]fuv.i, which is not perfectly pure and fpotlefs 
can (hind before C-Iod who is immivc purity and fanclity, and 
cannot bear the fipht of the Icaft iniquity. Whence it is fn id of 
heaven : There fial! in no ivifc enter into it a??y thing defiled 
It is the great employment of all the faints or pious pcrfons here 
below by rigorous fclf-cxamination to try their actions and 
thoughts, and narrowlv to look into all the doublings and re- 
cedes of their hearts ; continually toaccufe and judge themfclves, 
and by daily tears of compunction, works of penance and the 
nfe of the facraments to correct all fecrct diforders, and wipe 
way all fihh which their affediions may contra 61. Yet who is 
there who keeps fo conftant a guard upon his heart and whole 
condwcl as to avoid all infenftble fclf-dcceptions ? Who is thcic 
i-pon v/hofe heart no inordinate attachments rleal \ into wliofo 
actions i\u floth, rciniflhcfe, or fome other irregularity ever in- 
fnuates itfeif? Or whofe c^mpuncTion and penance is fo 
humble and clear-lighted, (o fervent and per feci, that no huk- 
w\\ diforder of his whole life efcapes him, and is not perfediv 
wattled away by the facred blood of Chrilt, applied by thclc 

means 

(3) 2 Kings, (or Samuel) xiv. 10 £: 13. ib. xxiv. (a) Num. 

xiv. zo fc ($) Nam. xx. 24. Dent, xxxii. 51. (6) 3 Kinj.Vi 

(or 1 Kintyi) xiii. (7) Prov. xxiv. 16. James hi. z. IViai. 

xii. 36. Mat. vi. 12. (8) Apoc. xxi. 27. 



a. 
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means or conditions to the foul ? Who has perfectly fubducd 
and regulated all his pamons, and grounded his heart in perfect 
humility, meeknefs, charity, piety, and all other virtues, fo as 
to bear the image of God in himfelf, or to be holy and per feci: 
even as he is, without fpot ? Perhaps fcarce in any moment of 
our lives is our intention or motive fo fervent, and fo pure or 
exempt from the lcaft imperceptible finifter influence and mix- 
ture of floth, felf-complacency, or other inordinate affection: 
or paflion ; and all other ingredients or circumftances of our 
action fo perfect and holy, as to be entirely without failure in 
the eyes of God which nothing can efcape. Afliduous conver- 
fation with heaven, conftant watchfulnefs, felf-denial, and a 
great purity of heart, with the aiiiftance of an extraordinary 
Irracc, ffive the faints a wonderful light to difcover and corrcCt 
the irregularities of their affeCtions. Yet it is only by the fer- 
vent fpirit and practice of penance that they can be purified in 
the fight of God. The Bleflcd Virgin was preferved by an ex- 
traordinary grace from the leaft fin in the whole tenour of her 
life and actions : but without fuch a lingular privilege, even the 
faints are obliged to fay that they fin daily : but they forthwith 
rife again by living in conftant compunction and watchfulnefs 
over themfelvcs (9). Venial fins of fu rp rife arc readily effaced 
by penance, as we hope of the divine mercy : even fuch fins 
which are not difcovered by us, are virtually repented of by a 

fincere compunction, if it be fuch as effectually deflroys them. 
Venial fins of malice or committed with full deliberation are of 
a different nature, far more grievous and fatal, ufually of habit, 
and lead even to mortal ftn. 7 nofe ehriflians whodbun thefe 
more wilful oftences, yet are not very watchful over themfelvcs, 
and labour not very ftrenuoufly in hbduing nil their paQions, 
havejult reafon to fear that fume inordinate affeCtions taint al- 
raoft the whole body of their aCfions, without being fufrlcicnr- 
ly repented of. And the very beft ehriflians mult always trem- 
ble at the thought of the dreadful account they have to give to 
God for every idle word or thought. No one can be juf tificcl 
before God but by his pure and free mercy. But how few 
even among fervent ehriflians bring, by his grace, the necdiary 
conditions of cleanuefs and difengagement of heart., and pe- 
nance, in fo perfect a manner as to obtain fuch ;i mercy, that 
no blcmi flies or fpots remain in their fouls ? Mcnce a faint 
prayed : Enter not into judgment with thy jWvtint \ for in thy 
fight Jball no man living he jnf/i/ied (to). No foul which leaves 
this world defiled with the lealt /lain, or charged with the leaf!: 
debt to the Divine fuliice, can be admitted into the h'rvjdom 
oi perfeCt purity and unfpottcd f.nCtity, till fhe be per]e<lt!y 

P'.i^Jd 

(9) Prov. xxiv. 16. (10) Piahn exliii. z. 
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purged and purified. Yet no man will fay, that a venial fia 
which deftroys not fan&ifying grace, will be punifhed with eter- 
nal torments. Hence there mull be a relaxation of fome fin ia 
the world to come, as is fufnciently implied, according to 
the remark of St. Auftin, in thefe words of Chrift, where he 
fays, that the fin againft the Holy Ghoft Jhall not be forgiven 
in this world? nor in the world to come (ll). Chrift exhorting 
us to agree with our adverfary or accufer by appealing our con- 
fcience, mentions a place of punifhment out of which fouls 
fhall be delivered, though not before they {hall have paid the 
laft farthing (12). St. Paul tells us (13), that he whofe work 
fhall abide the trial, fhall be rewarded ; but he who fhall have 
built upon the foundation (which is Chrift or his fandfcifying 
grace) wood, hay, or fhibble, or whofe imperfect and defec- 
tive works fhall not be able to ftand the firey trial, fhall bo 
faved, yetfo as by fire. The laft fentence in the general judg- 
ment only mentions heaven and hell, which are the two great 
receptacles of all men, both the good and the bad for eternity, 
and after the laft judgment there will be no purgatory. It is 
alfo very true of every man at his death that on whatever fide 
the tree falls, on that it (hall always lie ; the doom of the foul 
is then fixed for ever either to life or death : but this excludes 
not a temporary ftate of purgation before the laft judgment, 
through which fome fouls enter into everlafting life. This doc- 
trine of a purgatory will be more evidently proved from the 
following demonftration of the catholick practice of praying for 
the fouls of the faithful departed. 

The church of Chrift is compofed of three different parts : 
the "Triumphant in heaven, the Militant on earth, and the Pa- 
tient or fullering in purgatory. Our charity embraces all the 
members of Chrift. Our love for him engages and binds us to 
his whole body, and teaches us to fliare both the miferies and 
afflictions, and the comforts and bleflings of all that are com- 
prifed in it. The communion of faints which we profefs in our 
Creed, implies a communication of certain good works and 
ofHces > and a mutual intercourfc among all the members of 
Chrift. This we- maintain with the faints in heaven by thank- 
ing and praifmg God for their triumphs and crowns, imploring 
their interccflion, and receiving the fuccours of their cha- 
ritable folicitudc and prayers for us : likewife with the fouls in 
purgatory by follciting the divine mercy in their favour. Nor 
does it feem to be doubted but they, as they arc in a ftate of 
grace and charity ^ pray alfo for us 5 though the church never 

ad- 

(11) Mat. xii. 32. S.Aug. 1. 21 . dc Civ. Dei, c. 1 3. (12) Mat. v- 
27. (13) 1 Cor. iii. 13. On thefg texts fee fhe ^atechifii) jf 

Montpcllier, T. 2. p. 342, cd, LfUifla;, 
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addreffes publick fuffragesto them, not being warranted by primi- 
tive practice and tradition fo to do. That to pray for the faith- 
ful departed is a pious and wholefome charity and devotion is 
proved clearly from the Old Teftament, and from the docStrine 
and practice of the Jewifh fynagogue. The baptifms or legal 
purifications which the Jews fome times ufed for the dead, dc- 

monftrate their belief that the dead receive fpi ritual fuccours 
from the devotion of the living (14). In the fecond book of 
the Macchabees (15) it is related, that Judns the Machabee 
fent twelve thou (and drachms of filver to the temple for facri- 
fices to be offered for the dead, thinking well and religioufy con- 
cerning the refnrrc£tion . ... It is therefore a holy and a whole- 
fome thought to pray for the dead, that they may be loofed front 
their fins. This book is ranked among the canonical fcripturcs 
by the Apoftolical Canons, Tertullian, St. Cyprian, St. Hilary, 
St. Ambrofe, St. Auftin, the third council of Carthage, &c. 
Some ancients call it apochryphal, meaning that it was not in 
the Hebrew canon compiled by Efdras, it being writ after his 
time : and Origen and St. Jerom, who give it that epithet, 
fometimes quoted it as of divine authority. The- catholick 
church admits the deutero-canonical books or thofc which were 
compiled after the time of Efdras, as written equally by divine 
infpiration. If fome among the ancients doubted of them be- 
fore tradition in this point had been examined and cleared, fe- 
veral parts of the New Teftament, which are admitted by Pro- 
tcftants, have been no lefs called in question. Proteftants, who 
at lead allow this book an hiftorical credit, mufi acknowledge 
this to have been the belief and pradlice of the mo ft virtuous 
and zealous High-Prieft, of all the priefts and doctors attached 
to the fervice of the temple, and of the whole Jewifh nation : 
and a belief and cuftom which our Bleflbd Redeemer no where 
reprehended in them. Whence the learned Protefiant, Dr. 
Jeremy Taylor, writes thus (16). cc We find by the hiftory 
" of the Machabees, that the Jews did pray and make ofFer- 
cc ings for the dead, which appears by other tcfli monies, and 
cc by their form of prayers full extant, which they ufed in the 
" captivity. Now it is very confiderable, that fincc our Blefled 
u Saviour did reprove all the evil doctrines, and traditions of 
<c the Scribes and Pharifecs, and did argue concerning the dead 
tc and the rcfurrcclion, yet he fpakc no word again ft this pub- 
4< lick practice, but left it as he found it ; which he who came 
*' to declare to us all the will of his Father, would not have 

c< done, 

(14) 1 Cor. xv. 29. Ecclus, vii. 37. (15) 2 Mac. xii. 

43* 4-6. (16) Dr. Jcr. Taylor, Lib. of Pioph. 1. i. Sect. 

20. a. ix, p. 3.1 5. 
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done, if it had not been innocent, pious and full of cha- 
rity. The practice of it was at firft 5 and was univerfal : ic 
being plain in Tcrtullian and St. Cyprian, 
The faith and practice of the chriftian church from the be-* 
ginning is manifeft from the writings of the primitive fathers. 
In all ancient liturgies (or maiTes) exprefs mention is made of 
prayer and facrifice for the dead. St. Cyril of Jerufalem, ex- 
pounding to the catechumens the feveral parts of the liturgy(iy) 
fays, that in it we pray for the emperouf and all the living : v/e 
alfo name the martyrs and faints to commend ourfeh-es to their 
prayers ; then mention the faithful departed to prav for them. 
We remember, fays he, thofe that arc deceafed, fir ft the 
patriarchs, "apoftles and martyrs, that God would receive 
our ^applications through their prayers and interceinon. 
Then v/e pray for our fathers and bifhops, and in general 
for all among us who are departed this life, believing that 
tliis will be the greateft relief to them for whom it is made 
fic whiKf. the holy and tremendous victim lies prefent.' 5 Thefe 
words of this father are quoted by Euftratius, in the fixth 
age, and by NIco the Monk (18). St. Cyril goes on, and i!~ 
iuftrates the efficacy of fuch a prayer by the comparifon of a 
a whole nation which in a joint body fhould addrefs their king 
in favour of perfons whom he mould have banifhed, offering 
him at the fame time a crown. " Will not he, fays the fa- 
ther, grant them the remilTion of their banifhment ? In like 
;t manner we offering our prayers for the dead, though they 
are finners, offer not a down, but Chrift facrifiecd 
for our fins, ft tidying to render the merciful God pro- 
<c pitious to us and to them." Amobius,' fpeaking of our pub- 
lick liturgies, fays (ig), cc In which peace and pardon are 
* c begged of God for kings, magi (I rates, friends and enemas, 
both the living and thofe who are delivered from the body/' 
In the Apoftolical Conftitutions is extant a very ancient frag- 
ment of a liturgy, from which Grabe, Hicks and Deacon bor- 
row many things for their new models of primitive liturgies, 
and which Whiilon pretended to rank among the canonical 
icriptures. In it occurs a prayer for the dead: " Let us pray 
* c for thofe who are departed in peace (20)." There is no li- 
turgy ufed by any feci: of oriental chrift ians, though fome have 
been fcparated from the communion of the church ever fincc 
the fifth or fixth centuries, in which prayer for the dead docs 
not occur The mo ft ancient fathers frequently fpeak ot 

the offering the holy facrifice of the altar for the faithful depart- 
ed. 

(17) Catech. 19. n. 9. p 328. cel. Ben. (18) See die 

notes of the Bcnediclines, ibid. (19) L. 4. adverfus Gentcs, 

(20) Conilit. Apoit. L B. c. 13. (21) Sec Le Bmn, Litur, 



Nov. 2: ALL SOULS. 485 

ed. Tertullian, the oldeft among the Latin chrifiiah writers, 
mentioning certain apoftolical traditions fays : cc We make yearly 
" offerings (or facrifices) for the dead, and for the f sails of the 
martyrs (22). " He fays, tc that a widow prays for the foul of 
44 her deceafed hufband, and begs repofe for him, and his com- 
" pany in the firft refurrecl:ion, and offers ((acrifice) on the anni- 
44 verfary days of his death. For if fhe does not thefe things, 
44 £he has, as much as lies In her, divorced him (23)-" St. Cy- 
prian mentions the ufual cuftom of celebrating facrificc for every 
deceafed chriftian (24). Nor can it be faid that he fpeaks in the 
fame manner of martyrs. The diltinclion he makes is evi- 
dent (25): cc It is one thing to be cafl: into prifon not to bere- 
" leafed till the laft farthing is paid and another thing, through 
" the ardour of faith, immediately to attain to the reward i 
" it is very different by long punifhment for fin to be clean fed 
u a long time by fire, and to have purged away all fin by fuf- 
u fering." St. Chryfoftom reckons it arnongfl the dreadful ob- 
ligations of a prieft, 4C That he is the in te reef fur to God for the 
4C fins both of the living and the dead (26)." In another place 
he fays: 45 It is not in vain that in the divine m\ ftcrics we re- 
64 member the dead, appearing in their beha'r, praying the 
Lamb who has taken away the fins of the world, that com- 
fort may thence be derived upon them. He who viands at 
the altar, Cries not out in vain : Let us pray for them who 
have flept in Chrift. Let us not fail to fuccour the depart- 
ed y for the common expiation of the world is offered (27). 
The proteftant tranflators of Du Pin obferve, that St. Chry- 
foftom in his thirty-eighth Homily on the Philippians fays, that 
to pray for the faithful departed in the tremendous myftcrics 
was decreed by the apoftlcs (28). Mr. Thoinclikc, a Proteftant 
theologian fays (29), 44 The practice of the church of inteiced- 
ing for the dead at the celebration of the Eucharift, is fo 
general and fo ancient, that it cannot be thought ro have 
come in upon impofture, but that the fame nfperfion will 
fecm to take hold of the common chriftianity/' Prayer for 
the faithful departed is mentioned by the fathers on other occa- 
fions. St. Clement of Alexandria, who flourWhod in the year 
200, fays, that by punifhmertt after death men muff expiate 
every theleaft fin, before they can enter heaven ( 30). The vifion 

Vol. IV. K k ' of 

(zz) L. dc Cor. c. 3. (23) L. de Monog. c. 10. (24 Hp. 1. Ed. 
Oxon. See Floury, T. 2. p. "273. (25) Ep. Cypr. ep. :;d Antonian. 
Pain. & Halusftio 52. — Fello 55. (26) De Saeurd. 1. 6. p, 424. id 
Montfaucon. (27) Mom. 51. in 1 Cor. T. 10. p, 393. (28) Du 
Pin, Cent. 3. ed. Angl. S. Chryf. horn. 3. in Phil. T. 11. 
P- 217. ed. Mont. (29) Juit Weight if and Mcafures, c. 16. 

P-ioO. (30) Strom. 1. 7. p. 794, #6$. 
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of St. Perpetua is related by St. Auftin, and in her a£te(3i). 
Or i gen in many places (32), and Ladtantius (33), teach at 
large, that all fouls are purged by the punishment of fire be- 
fore they enter into blifs, unlefs they are fo pure as not to Hand 
in need of it. To omit others, St. Auftin expounds thofe 
words of the thirty-feventh pfalm. Rebuke me not in thy fury y 
of hell ; and thofe which follow : Neither chajiife me in thy 
ivratb, of purgatory, as follows : cc That you purify me in 
this life, and render me fuch that I may fland in need of 
tc that purging fire (34). In his Enchiridion (35) he' fays: 
66 Nor is it to be denied that the fouls of the departed are re- 
cc lieved by the piety of their living friends, when the facrifice 
cc of the Mediator is offered for them, or alms are given in the 
* c church. But thefe things are profitable to thofe who whilil 

ic they lived, defer ved that they might avail them. There 

** is a life fo good as not to require them : and there is another 
* 6 fo wicked that after death it can receive no benefit from 
* c them. When therefore the facrifices of the altar or alms 
* c are offered for all chriflians, for the very good they arc 
cc thankfgivings : they are propitiations for thofe who are not 
4C very bad. For the very wicked, they are fome kind of com- 
* c fort to the living. 51 This father teaches that a funeral pomp 
and monument are comforts of the living, but no fuccour of 
the dead : hut that prayer, facrifices and alms relieve the depart- 
ed (36). He repeats often that facrifice is offered in thankf- 
<c giving to God for martyrs, but never for their repofe. " It 
ct is an injury," fays he> cc to pray for a martyr, to whofe 
<c prayers we ought to be ourfelves recommended (37)." And 
again : " You know in what place (of the liturgy) the martyrs 
* c are named. The church prays not for them. She juftly 
*' prays for other deceafed perfons, but prays not for the mar- 
* c tyrs, but rather recommends herfclf to their prayers." This 
he often repeats in other places. St. Auftin (38) and St, Epi- 
phanius (39) relate that when Aerius, an impious ,Arian pricft, 

denied fu ft rages for the dead, this her efy was condemned by the 

univeifai 

(31) See S. Aug. Serm. 280. p. 1 1 34. her Life 7. March, and Orli 

Dill deAttis SS Pcrpct. & Fclicit. (32) L. 5. contra Ct-I- 

p. 242. Horn. 2S. in Num. Horn. 6 & 8 in Exod. Sec. (33) Lac- 
tam. 1. 7. lnfl.it. c. 21. (34) S. Aug. in Pf. 37. n. 3. p. a<K- 

(35) Enchir. c. 110. De Civ. Dei. 1. 21. c. 24. LdcCura pro Mm 
tuih, c. 4. & form. 182. (ol. 32.) de verb. a]), where he fayiiihat prayn 
for the dead in the holy my Aeries was obferved by the whole church. 

(36) Serm. 1 82. (ol. 32.) de verb. ap. V. 5. p. S27. & 1. de Cura pio 
IVlortuis, c. 1 & 1 8. (37) Serm. 159. fol. 17. de verb. ap. n ». 
T. 5. p. 765. ed. Ben. — Serin. 284. p. 1 143. (38) S. Aug* 
I dc haacf. c. 53. (39) S. Ivpiph. hu:i\ 75. u. 3. 
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tmiverfal church. How earneftly St. Monica on her death-bed 
begged the fecrifices and prayers of the church after her depar- 
ture, and how warmly St. Auftin recommended the fouls of his 
parents to the prayers of others is related in their lives (40). 
The like earner!: defire we discover in all ancient chriftians and 
faints. St. Ephrem in his Teftament in treats his friends to 
offer for him after his departure alms, prayers and oblations (or 
maffes) efpecially on the thirtieth day (41). St. Athanafius tells 
Conftantius, that he had prayed earneftly for the foul of that 
emperour's deceafed brother Conftans (42). Eufebius relates (43) 
that Conftantine the Great would be buried in the porch of 
the church of the Apoftles, " That he might enjoy the com- 
" munication of the holy prayers., the myftical facriflce, and 
6t the divine ceremonies. " The fame hiftorian teflifies (44) 
that after his death, 6C Numberlefs multitudes poured forth 
6t prayers to God with fighs and tears for the foul of the 
ernperour, repaying a moft grateful office to their pious 
prince." St. Paulinus upon his brother's death wrote to his 
friends, earneftly recommending him to their prayers, that by 
them his poor foul amidft fcorching flames might receive the 
dew of refrefhment and comfort (45). St. Ambrofe writing 
to one Fauftinus who grieved immoderately for the death of his 
fifter, fays : I do not think your fifter ought to excire your 
" tears, but your prayers : nor that her foul is to be diihonour- 
* c ed by weeping, but rather recommended to God by facri- 
u fices (46)." In his funeral oration on the great Theodofius 
he prays thus : * c Give perfect reft to thy fervant Theodo- 
fius (<?)." And again : " I loved him : therefore I follow 
" him unto the country of the living. Neither will I for- 
u fake him till by tears and prayers I (hall bring the man whi- 
ther his merits call him, unto the holy mountain of the 
** Lord fj>)" He mentions the moft folcmn obiequies and fa- 
it k 2 crificc s 

(40)Conf. L 9» c. 13. tt. 36, &e. (41) T. 2. ed. Vatic. 

£.230.236. (42) S. Athan. Apol. ad Conftanr. T. 1, 

p. 300. (43) De Vita Conilant. L 4. c. 60. p. 556. &■ c. 70. 

p. 562. (44) lb. c. 71. p. $62. (45) S. Paulin. 

ep. 35. ad Dclfm. p. 223. ep. 36. adAmand. p. 224, Sec. (46) S. 
Ambr. cp. 39. adFauftin. T. z. p. 944.. cd. Ben. 

(a) Da requhM per feci am fervo nec deferam donee fletu ft frccihtS 
ttto Tbeodo/io, requiem Mam quant indue am virion quo fa a merit a 
pr<vparafti fundi s tail. n. 36. i>oeant t in montttn Domini fata - 

T. 2. p. 1207. cd. Ben. turn. ib. n. 37. p. 120H. See alfo 

(b) Dile.xiy et idea frofequor his funeral oratio a on Vaiemhiian., 
ilium ufque ad regioncm *vrvQritm ; p. 1 1 9 ^' 2 ' 
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crificcs on the thirtieth, fometimes fortieth day (47) ; f or f 0 
long they were continued : but on the third, feyenth, and thir- 
tieth days with particular folemnity (48). St. Gregory the 
Great mentions that he having ordered thirty mafles to be fung 
for a monk named Juftus, on the thirtieth day after the laft 
mafs was faid Juftus appeared to Copiofus his provoft, and faid : 
* c I was in pain : but now am well." It appears from Ven. 
JBede's biltory, and the account of his death(49), alfo from a great 
number of letters of St. Boniface, St. Luilus, (50) and others, 
how earncfl and careful our anceftors were from their firft con- 
vcrfion to the faith in mutually defiring and ofFering facriflces 
and prayers for their deceafed brethren even in difrant countries. 
In the foundations of churches, monafteries and colleges, in 
pious inftruments of donations, charters, fepulchral monu- 
ments, accounts of funerals or lafr. wills and tefl-aments, as high 
as any extant, from the time of Conftantine the Great, cfpe- 
cially from the fixth and feventh ages downwards(5 1), mention is 
ufually made of prayer for thedead. In the great provincial coun- 
cil of all the bifhops fubje6l to the metropolitical fee of Canter- 
bury, held at Ccalc-hythe or Celchythe, by archbifliop Wulfred, 
in pre fence of Kenulf, king of Mercia, with his princes and 
g'-eat officers, in 816, it was enadled (52) : cc As foon as a bi- 
{hop is dead, let prayers and alms forthwith be offered. At 
tc the founding of a fignal in every church throughout our pa- 
ct rilhes (c) let every congregation of the fervants of God meet 
cc at the bafilick, and there fing thirty pfalms together, for the 
6C foul of the deceafed. Afterward let every prelate and abbot fing 
44 fix hundred pfalms, and caufe one hundred and twenty mafles 
4,1 to be celebrated, and fet at liberty three {laves, and give three 

46 {hillings 

(47) S. Ambr. de Obitu Theodofii, n. 3. p. 1197. T. 2.' 
(4S) See Gavant, Comm. in rVIiflal. part 4. tit. 18. p. 275. Men- 
tion is made of thele days, after the pcrfon's death, by the Apolt. 
Conllit. 1. 8. c. 42. TalJadius in Laufiac. c. 26, &c. See on them Co- 
tele ri us, not. in Conttit. A poll. ib. and cfpccially Dom Menard, in 
Cv/Jior. Regit lea . and in Sacrum. St. Greg. (49) Dial. I. 4. 

c. 5^. T. z. p. 466. (50) Sec their lives. (51) See 

Pontanhii, De Vindiciis Vetcrum Codicum, Mirajus, Donat. Bclg. and 
other .Diplomat icks,&c. (52) C. 10. np. Spehnan, Cone, Brit, 

vol. 1. p. 327. johnlon's Englifh Eccl. Laws and Canons, vol. 1. 
ad an. 816. Cone. Labbe, T. 7. p. 1489. 



( £ ) The fir ft fignal; ufed in 
churches were a board or iron plate 
with holes, to be knocked with 
a hammer, &c. which is reiained 

Mil aniona the Greeks, and in the 



latter part of Holy Week among 
the Latin;;. Bells were ufed in 
Knglaiui before this time, (as ap- 
pears from Bcdc, Hi ft. \. \, c. 23. 
a4 an. 680.) but- not univcrfally. 
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" {hillings to every one of them ; and let all the fervants of 
u God faft one day. And for thirty days after the canonical 
" hours are firiifhed »n the afTembry, let feven Belts of Pater 
" Nofters (d) alfo be fung for him. And when this is done 
u let the Obit be renewed on the thirtieth day (i. e. Dirge 2nd 
" rnafs fung with the utmoft folemnity). And let them act 
4C with as much fidelity in this refpe<St in all churches as they 
do by cuflom for the faithful of their own hml)y^ by praying 
for them, that by the favour of common interceffion, they 
may deferve to receive the eternal kingdom, which is com- 
mon to all the faints.' 5 What was here ordered for bifhops 
was cuftomary in each family for their own friends, fa- 
crifkes being continued for thirty days : doles dirt r touted, wh cli 
were alms for the repofe of the departed foul ; and headfrnen 
and bcadfwomen for alms received were obliged to fay the heads 
daily at the tomb of the deceafed pcrfon : monuments of v/rich 
are found on many ancient graveftones, and in the old writings 
of all our churches, where fuch things have cfcared the injuries 
of the times. St. Odilo, abbot of Cluni, in 998, inftituted the 
Commemoration of all the faithful departed in all the rnonaUe- 
rics of his Congregation, on the fu ft of November ; which was 
foon adopted by the whole weftern church. The council of 
Oxford, in 1222, declared it a holyday of the flcontl clafs, on 
which certain neccfiary and important kinds of work were al- 
lowed. Some dioceffes kept it a holyday of precept till noon : 
only thofe of Vienne and Tours and the Order of Cluni the 

^ 

whole day : in mo ft places it is only a day of devotion (r). The 
Greeks have long kept on Saturday fevennight before Lent, and 
on Saturday before Whitfunday the folemn commemoration of 
all the faithful departed > but offer up mafs every Saturday for 
•them (53). 

K k 3 It 



(53) Leo Allat. dc Dom. p. 1462. Thomafiin, Tr. des Fetes & 
BcneJ.XIV. De Fcilis SS. in Diaiccfi Bononienfi. 



(//) Btltidum Pater Nofter. Belts 
of prayers mean a certain number 
of 1 1 wis fallened in belts or gir- 
dles, like the firings of beads that 
are now in life. See Sir Henry 

SpehnaiVi, Gloffioy, V. BJtis, «/. 

iio'vij)i/>i<i.\ 

(0 The Dies h'<v is afciibed by 
"v.ovius(ad an. 1 ?.g.j .) to cardinal 
Urfmi, or Frangipani : by others 
to Humbert, hfth general of the 



Dominicans, &c. The true author 
was probably ionic contemplative 
who dcfircd to be unknown to the 
world. Mr. (Jrafhaw, fays Whar- 
ton, (Ejpiy on Pt.pt 9 p. 87.) has 
tranflated this piece very well, 
with a true poetical genius i.nd 
fire : to which tranllation ! ord 
Kofcommon is much indebted, 
in his admired poem on the day 
of judgment. 



i 

I 



49 o ALL SOULS. Nov. 2. 

It is certainly a holy and whalefome thought to pray for the 
dead (54). Holy and pious, becaufe moft acceptable to God, 
to whom no facrifices are more honourable and pleafing than 
thofe of charity and mercy, efpecially fpjritual, and when offered 
to perfons moll dear to him. The fuffering fouls in purgatory 
are the chofen heirs of heaven, the eternal pofleffion of which 
kingdom is fecured to them, and their names are now written 
there amongft its glorious princes. God moil tenderly loves 
them, declares them his fpoufes, enriches them with the preci- 
ous gifts and ornaments of his grace, and defires to fhower down 
upon them the torrents of his delights, and difclofe to them the 
light of his glory. Only his juftice oppofes, and obliges him 
to detain them in this diftant banifhment, and in this place of 
torments till their debts are difcharged to the laft farthing. Such 
is his hatred of the lead: fin ; and fuch is the opposition which 
the (tain of fin bears to his infinite juftice and fan&ity. Yet his 
tender mercy recommends them to the charitable fuccours which 
we as their fellow-members in Chrift have in our power to af- 
ford them, and he invites us to appeafe his anger by interpofmg 
our prayers in order to avert from them the weight of his juf- 
tice. If a companionate charity towards all that are in any dif- 
trefs, even towards the moft flagitious, and thofe who only la- 
bour under temporal miferies and necefiities, be a moft eflential 
ingredient of a chriftian fpirit ; and that in which the very foul 
of religion and piety towards God confrfts : if the lead alms 
piven to the poor be highly rewarded by him, will he not ex- 
ceedingly recompence our charity to his friends and moft be- 
loved children, in their extreme neceffity? All works of mercy 
draw down his moft abundant graces, and will be richly repaid by 
Him who at the laft day will adjudge the immortal crowns of his 
glory to this virtue. But except the leading others to God by 
our inftruclions and prayers, what charity, what mercy can we 
exercifc equal to this of fuccouring the fouls in purgatory? A 
charity not lefs wholefomc and profitable both to them and to 
ourfelvcs, than pious in itfelf and honourable to God. If we 
conlldcr who they are, and what they fuffcr, we fhall want no 
oilier motives to excite us to fervour in it. They are all of 
them our fellow-members in Jefus Chrift. We arc united with 
them by the bands of fincere charity, and by the communion 
of faints. Every one of them is that brother whom we are 
bound to love as ourfelvcs. The members of one and the 
fame body eonfpire mutually to affift one another, as the npofllc 
purs us in mind ; ib that if one of thefe members fuffers, the 

odurs fuffcr with it - y and if one be in honour, the otheis re- 
joice 

(54) z Mach. xiL 60- 
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joice with it. If our foot be pricked with a thorn, the whole 
bodv fuffers with it, and all the other members fet themfelves at; 
work to relieve it. So ought we in our my flic al body. It 
would be impious and cruel to fee a brother in the flames, 
mid not to give him a hand, or afford him fome refrefti- 
ment if we can do it. The dignity of thefe fouls more 
flrongly recommends them to our companion, and at the 
fame time to our veneration. Though they lie at pre rent 
at a diftance frcm God, buried in frightful dungeons, under 
waves of fire, they belong to the happy number of the e]e£t. 
They are united to God by his grace ; they love him above all 
things, and amidft their torments never ceafe to blefs and praife 
him, adoring the feverity of his juftice with perfect reftgnation 
and love. 'Thefe of whom we fpeak, are not damned fouls, 
enemies of God, feparated or alienated from him : but illuftri- 
ous conquerors of the devil, the world and hell, holy fpirits 
laded with merits and graces, and bearing the precious badge of 
their dignity and honour by the nuptial robe of the Lamb with 
which by an indefeafible right they are clothed. They are the 
fons of God, heirs of his glory, and faints. Yet they are now in 
a ftate of fufFering, and endure greater torments than it is pof- 
fible for any one to fuffer, or for our imagination to reprcfent 
to itfelf, in this mortal life. They fuffer the privation of God, 
fays the council of Florence, the moft dreadful of all torments. 
No tongue can exprefs what a cruel pain this is to a foul fepa- 
rated from the body, impetuoufly defiring to attain to God, her 
centre. She feems juft enjoying him, attracted by his infinite 
charms, and carried towards him by a ftrong innate bent not to 
be conceived : yet is violently repelled and held back. Whence 
the poor foul fuffers an incomprehenfiblc agony and torment. It 
is alfo the opinion of St. Auftin and other learned fathers, found- 
ed in the words of St. Paul, and the traditionary authority of 
eminent prelates of the fir ft ages, that they alfo fuffer a mate- 
rial fire like that of hell, which being created merely for an 
inftrumcnt of the divine vengeance, and blown up by the anger 
of God, with the moft piercing activity torments even fpirits 
not clothed with bodies, as our fouls in this life feel the pain of 
the corporeal fenfes by the natural law of their union with our 
bodies. Though it be no article of faith that the fire here fpoken 
of is not metaphorical, to exprefs the fharpnefs of theft: torments, 
yet that it is real and material is the moft probable opinion, 
grounded in the moft venerable authority. 64 The fame fwa 
fcC torments the damned in hell, and the juft in purgatory," 
fays St. Thomas (55); who adds (56) : ct The lcaft pain in 
" purgatory exceeds the greateft in this life/' St. AulUn (peaks 

K k 4 tp 

(55) S. Tho. Suppl. qu. 100. a. 2. (56) lb. a. 3. 
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to this point as follows (57), <c It is faid : Me will be faved^ 
66 as it were by fire. , Becaufe it is faid : He will be favcd, 
<6 that fire is contemned. Yet it will be more grievous than 
c< whatever a man can fuffer in this life. You know how 
* c much wicked men have fufFered here, and can fuffer. Good 
c€ m<_n may undergo as much ; and what did any malefactor 
<c ever endure which martyrs have not fuffered for Chrifi? All 
66 thefe torments are much more tolerable. Yet fee how men 
* c do all things rather than fuffer them. How much more rea- 
*' fon have they to do what God commands them that they 
* c may efcape his torments ?" Venerable Bede fay?, 4C Purga- 
<c tory fire will be more intolerable than all the torments that 
C€ can b:: felt or conceived in this life.' 5 Which words are but 
a repetition of what St. Caefarius of Aries had wrote before to 
this purpofe (58). <c A perfon, fays he, may fay : I am not 
* c much concerned, how long I remain in purgatory, pro- 
c< vided I may come to eternal life. Let no one reafon thus. 
4C Purgatory fire will be more dreadful than whatever torments 
tc can be feen, imagined or endured in this world. And how 
c ' does any one know whether he will ftay days, months or 
c c years ? He who is afraid now to put his finger into the fire, 
cc docs he not fear left he be then all buried in torments for a 
<c longtime?" Do we think that God can find torments in 
nature fuffiqient to fatisfy his provoked vengeance? No, no. 
He creates new inftruments more violent, pains utterly incon- 
ceivable to us (59). A foul for one venial fin fhall fuffer more 
than all the pains of diftempers, the mofr violent cholicks, gout 
and ftone joined in complication ; more than all the moft 
cruel torments undergone by malefactors, or invented by the 
rnoft barbarous tyrants ; more than all the tortures of the mar- 
tyrs fummed up together. This is the idea which the fathers 
give us of purgatory. And how long many fouls may have to 
fuffer there we know not. The church approves perpetual an- 
niverfarics for the dead ; for fome fouls may be detained in 
pains to the end of the world, though after the day of judg- 
ment no third flatc will any longer fubfift : God may at the 
end of the world make the torments of fouls which have not 
then fatis/icd his jufiice fo intenfe in one moment that their 
debts may be difcharged. For we know that he will cxaA a 
fat:sfa£iion to the laft farthing. Flow inexorable was he in pu- 
nishing his mnft faithful fervant Mofes for one fmall offence (60) ? 
How inflexible with regard to David (61) and other penitents? 

nay, 

(,-7) S. Aug. in PC 37. T. 4, p. 295:, (58) S. Cscfa/' 

Jloin. 1. o. v vcl in app. Op. S.Aug. T. (59) See 13 our 

dalonc.Lorior, Lo Rue, &c. (60) Deut, iii. 24, 25. (61) 2 Kin ^5 

(Samuel) xxiv, { 5, 
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nay, in the perfon of his own divine fon (62) ? This even in 
the days of his mercy : but after death, his juftice is all rigour 
and feverity : and can no longer be mitigated by patience. A cir- 
cumftance which ought particularly to excite our companion for 
thefe fuffering fouls is, that thefe holy and illuftrious prifoners 
and debtors to the divine juftice, being no longer in the ftate of 
meriting, are not able in the leaft to affift themfelves. A fick 
jnan afflicted in all his limbs, and a beggar in the moft painful 
and deftitute condition has a tongue left to a(k relief : the very 
fight of his fufferings cannot fail exciting others to pity, com- 
fort and fuccour him. At leaft he can implore heaven : it is 
never deaf to his prayers. But thefe fouls have no refource but 
that of patience, refignation and hope. God anfwers their 
moans, that his juftice muft be fatisfied to the laft farthing, 
and that their night is come in which no man can tvork (63). But 
they addrefs themfelves to us, and not having a voice to be 
heard, they borrow that of the church and its preachers, who, 
to exprefs their moans, and excite our companion, cry out to 
us for them in the words of Job : Have pity upon me^ have pity 
upon me, at leaft you my friends ; for the hand of God hath f mit- 
ten 021(64). Gerfon, the pious and learned chancellor of Paris, 
reprefents them crying out to us as follows (65) : Pray for us, 
" becaufe we are unable to help ourfelves. You who can do 
" it, lend us your afliftance. You who have known us on 
<c earth, you who have loved us, do you now forget and neg- 
lect us ? It is commonly faid, that a friend is tried in the 
day of need. What neceflity can be equal to ours ? Let it 
move your companion. A hard heart foal I fare ill at the 
lafl day (66). Be moved by your own advantage," &c. 
Did we behold thofe dungeons open under our feet, or had we 
a view of the torments which thefe fouls endure, how would 
this fpe&acle affect us ? . How would their pains alone fpeak to 
us more pathetically than any words ? How would our eyes 
ftrcam with tears, and our bowels be moved, to behold innu- 
merable holy and illuftrious fervants of God, and our brethren 
in Chrift, fuffering tc by wonderful, but real ways (67)," more 
than our imagination can reprefent to itfelf ? Here perhaps lies 
a parent, a -brother, a bofom- friend and companion. For if we 
niay be permitted to dive into the fecrets of the divine judg- 
ments, we fhall be pcrfuaded that the number is very fmall of 
thofe that departing this life pafs immediately to glory without, 
having fome fatisfac-tion to make, fomc debt to cancel. Who 

can 



Cv 
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K'z) Mat. xxvi. 36. (63) John ix. 4. (64) Job 

at. (65) Gerfon, T. 3. p. 193. (66) Kcclus, 

«i. 26. (67) S. Aug. de Civ. 1. xku 
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can flatter himfelf that his foul is fo pure before God as to have 
no unperceived irregular attachment or affection, no {tain which 
he has not perfectly waflied away ? How rare is the grace for u 
foul to leave this infe&ed region without the leaft fpot ? The 
Judgments of God are hidden and unfearchabie : but their very 
infer utability makes us tremble. For we know that he will \ 
judge jifftiars, and woe even to the commendable life of man if j 
it be di feu {Ted according to the rigour of juftice, as St. Auftin \ 
fays. Does not St. Peter alTure us, that the juft man himfelf i 
■will fcarce be faved ? If then we have loft any dear friends in \ 
Chrift, whilft we confide in his mercy, and rejoice in their paf- 'j 
fage from the region of death to that of life, light and eternal \ 
joy, we have reafon to fear fome lefTer ftains may retard their 
blifs. In tills uncertainty why do not we earneftly recommend \ 
them to the divine clemency ? Why do not we fay with St. 
jAmbrofe in his funeral difcourfe on Valentinian the Younger, ; 
who was murdered in 392, at twenty years of age, whilft a ! 
Catechumen (68) : 4 * Give the holy myfteries to the dead. Let ! 
<c us, with pious earneftnefs, beg repoie for his foul.— —Lift i 
* L up your hands with me, O people, that at leaft by this duty \ 

4t we may make fome return for his benefits.' 1 Afterward j 

joining with this emperour his brother Gratian who was dead : 
before him, in 383, he fays (69) : cc Both blefTed, if my j 
&t prayers can be of any force ! - No day fhall pafs you over in 
* c filence : no prayer of mine mall ever be clofed without rc- 
* c membering you. No night fhall pafs you over without fome 
KC vows of my fupplications. You fhall have a (hare in all my 
tfC facrificcs. If I forget you, let my own right hand be 

forgotten." With the like earneftnefs this father offered the 
holy facrifice for his brother Satyrus (70). Perhaps the fouls of 
fome dear friends may be fuffering on our account ; perhaps for 
their fondnefs for us, or for fins of which we were the occafion 
by fcandal, provocation or other wife : in which cafes motives 
not only of charity, but alfo of juftice call upon us to endea- 
vour to procure them all the relief in our power. 

If other motives have lefs weight with us, we certainly can- 
not he infcnfible to that of our own intcreft. What a com- 
fort fhall we find to eternity in the happy company of fouls 
whofe enjoyment of blifs we fhall have contributed to haftcn? 
What an honour to have ever been able to ferve fo holy ami 
fjoriotis faints? With what gratitude and earneftnefs. will they 
rrpay the favour by their fupplications for us whilft we (till h- 



<6S) G. Ambr. De Obitu Valent. n. 56. T. 2. p. 1 1 89. ml. TleimL 
1^9) lb. n. 78. p. 1 1 94. (70) De execflit frairis Sa'yvi, n. 

r 31 35- 
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bour amidft the dangers and confli&s of this world ? When Jo- 
feph foretold Pharaoh's chief butler the recovery of his dignity, 
he faid to him : Remember me, when it Jhall he well with thee ; 
and mention me to Pharaoh , that he may bring 7ne out of this 
place {76). Yet he remembered not Jofeph, but forgot his fel- 
low-fufferer and benefactor. Not fo thefe pious fouls, as St. 
Bernard obferves (71) : only the wicked and depraved, who are 
{hangers to all feelings of virtue, can be ungrateful. This 
vice is far from the breafts of faints, who are all goodnefs and 
charity. Souls delivered and brought to glory by our endea- 
vours, will amply repay our kindneis by obtaining divine graces 
for us. God himfelf will be inclined by our charity to fhew 
us alfo mercy, and to fhower down upon us his moft precious 
favours. Blejfed are the merciful : for they /hall obtain mer-cy (72) , 
By having (hewn this mercy to the fufFering fouls in purgatory, 
we fhall be particularly entitled to be treated with mercy at our 
departure hence, and to (hare more abundantly in the general 
furr rages of the church continually offered for all that have flept 
in Chrift. The principal means, by which we obtain relief for 
the fufFering fouls in purgatory, are facrifice, prayer and alms- 
deeds. The unbloody facrifice has always been offered for the 
faithful departed no lefs than for the living (73). 4C It was 
tc not in vain, fays St. Chryfoflom (74), that the apoftles or- 
<c dained a commemoration of the deceafed in the holy and tre- 
u mendous myfteries. They were fenfible of the benefit and 
" advantage which accrues to them from this practice. For 
** when the congregation ftands with open arms as well as the 
cc priefts, and the tremendous facrifice is before them, how 
u mould our prayers for them not appeafe God ? But this is 
" faid of fuch as have departed in faith.'* 

On the fame DAY 



St. Victorious, B. M. St. Jerom ftyles this father one of the 
pillars of rhc church, and tells us, that his works were fublime in 
fenfe, though the Latin ftylc was low, the author being by birth a 
Grecian. He profeffed oratory, probably in fome city of Greece ; 
but confidering the vanity of all earthly purfuits, confecratcd both 
his learning and labours wholly to the advancement of virtue and 
religion, and was made a biihop of Pettau, in Upper Paunonia now 
in Stiria. This father wrote againft moft heretics of that age, and 

comments on a great part of the holy fcriptures ; but all his works 

are 

(70) Gen. xl. 14. (71) Serin. 5. in feft Omn. Sanft. n. 1 1 . 

(72) Mat. v. 7. (73) See Card. Bona, Liturg. I. 2. c. 14. 

Le Brun, fur les Liturgies des quatrcs pricmicrsticclcs, T. 2. p. 40, 
4 f » 33°> 3 6 4> 408, &c. (74) Horn. 3 in Phil. T. n. p. 2^7- 

td Momfiuic. 
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are 1 oil except a little treatifeon the creation of the' world, publiihed 
by Cave(i), from a Lambeth manufcript : and a treatife on the Apo- 
calypfe, extant in the Library of the Fathers, though not entire. 
3t. Victorinus fkmrifhed in 290, and died a martyr, as St. Jcrom 

teftines, probably in 304.* See St. Jerom, Cat. Vir. Illufir. c. 74.. 

- £ff Prof, in Ifai, cp. ad Mag?2. Sec. Cafliodor. de di*v. Lcci. c. 

7, 9. Tillem. T. 5. Fabricius, BibL Eccl. in-S. Hicr. Cat. c. 74. 
& BibL hat. 1. 4. c. 2. §23. Le Long, BibL Sacr. p. 1003. 

St. Marxian, Anchoret. The city of Cyrus, in Syria, was the 
birth>place of St. Marcian ; his father was of a patrician family, 
and enjoyed feveral honourable potts in the empire. Marcian himfelf 
was educated at the court : but in the flower of his age took a refo- 
lution to renounce the world, in which he faw nothing but empti- 
nefs, folly and fnares. He confidered that thofe who feem blefied 
with the greatcft mare of worldly enjoyments, are ftrangers to true 
happinefs, and by flying from object to object, and relieving the dif 
appointment of fuccefs in one by the novelty of fome other purfuic, 
as incapable of fatisfying their hearts, or giving them true content- 
ment or reft as the former, juftify their levity and inconftancy by 
proclaiming the falfhood of all their boafted enjoyments ; but at the 
fame time condemn their erroneous and dangerous choice, in feeking 
happinefs where they are fure to find only affliction of fpirit, and bit- 
ternefs of heart, and generally the lofs of their virtue. He there- 
fore faid to himfelf with the royal prophet : Be co?i<verted, my /on/, 
into thy reft. Seek thy happinefs in God, thy centre : by the ma- 
ttery over thy own paifions fettle a lafting calm and peace within thy- 
felf, or thy domeflick kingdom, and eftablifh in thy heart the reign 
of divine love and grace. Animated with this noble and truely he- 
roick defire he forfook his friends and country, and that he might 
not do things by halves, took his meafures that he might entirely 
both forger, and be forgotten. by the world. He retired fecretly in- 
to the defertof Chalcis, in Syria, upon the borders of Arabia, and 
chofc in it the moll remote and fecrct part. Here he fliut himfelf up 
in a fmall inclofure, which he never went out of, and in the niidfl of 
which he built himfelf a cell fo narrrow and low, that he could nei- 
ther Hand nor lie in it without bending his body. This folitudc was 
to him a panidife, and he had in it no communication but with hea- 
ven. His whole .employment was to fmg pfalms, read, pray and 
uorlc Bread was all his fubnftence, and this in a fmall quantity 
rhat lie might be always hungry : but he never failed above a clay 
without taking fome food left he fliould not have flrcngth to do what 
Ciod required of him. He received fuch a gift of fublimc contem- 
plation that in this exercife days fecmed to him hours, and hours 
tcarce more than minutes. The fupernatural light which he re- 
ceived in his fee ret communications with heaven, gave him a feeling 
knowledge of the great truths and m\ Ueriea of faith ; and God 
pouit'd down his fvveetell confohuions as it were in torrents into the 
jirarr of his fcrvant, which was filled with him alone. Notwithstand- 
ing the faint's care to live unknown to men, the reputation of his 

(1) Ilift. Liter. T. 1. p. i.|8. 
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fan&ity difcovered him, and he was prevailed upon to admit firft two 
difciples, Eufebius and Agapetus who lived in a cell near his, fang 
pfalms with him in the day, and had frequent fpiritual conferences 
with him. He afterward fufFered a numerous monaflery to be creeled 
near his inclofure, appointed Eufebius abbot, and himfelf gave the 
plan of the inftitute, and frequent inftructions to the monks who re- 
for ted to him. Once St. Flavian, patriarch of Antioch, Acacius of 
Bercea, Ifidore of Cyrus, Eufebius of Chalcis, and The odor us of 
Hieropol is, at that time the moll: renowned, bifhops in Syria, with the 
chief officers and magiftrates of the country, paid him a vifit toge- 
ther, and Handing before the door of his cell, begged he would give 
them fome fph?itual inftruttions according to his cuflom. The digni- 
ty of this numerous company alarmed his humility, and he flood 
fome time filent. Being importuned to fpeak, he faid fighing: i( Alas ? 
41 God fpeaks to us every day by his creatures, and this univerfe 
<c which we behold: he fpeaks to us by his gofpel ; he teaches us 
" what we ought to do both for ourfelvcs and others. He terrifies 
*' and he encourages us. ' Yet we make no advantage of all thefe 
" leifons. .What can Marcian fay that can be of Life, who do not 
" improve himfelf by all thefe excellent initruclions ? The biftiops 
propofed among themfelves to ordain him prieit, ; but perceiving how 
grievous a mortification this fuggeilion was to his humility, they 
dropped the defign to his great joy. Several miracles which the 
faint wrought increafed the veneration which every one had for his 
fanctity : and feveral built chapels in different places in hopes to pro- 
cure his body to bury it in one of them after his death. This gave 
him extreme trouble, and he made his two difciples promiie to 
bury his body in fome unknown fecret place. He died about the 
year 387; and they did as he had enjoined them. His grave was 
difcovered foon after, and his body with great folemniiy removed 
and put into a Hone colHn. His tomb became a place of great devo- 
tion, and famed for miracles.- See Thcodorefs Vhiiotbca, or 

Religious Hillory, c. 2. and the Roman rnartyrology on this day. 

St. Vulganius, C. titular faint of the collegiate church, and 
patron of the town of Lens, in Artois. He was an Irifhman, or 
according to his manufcript life kept at Lens, an Englifhman, or 
Ihiton, who preached the faith fome time in thofc parts, and died 
in a cell not far from the abbey of St. Vedalf. at Arra.s, foon after it 
was creeled in, the feventh century. See Mineus, Fcjli B^Igici, 
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St. M A L A C H Y, Archbiftiop of Ar* 

magh, ConfefTon 

From St. Bernard's 1/fe, I. 4. c. 4. and the life of St. Malachy, 
written by St. Bernard himfelf partly from his own know- 
ledge ', and partly from relations fent him from Ireland by the 
abbot Congan^ T. 2. p. 663. ad p. 698. ed. Mab'ilL Jftfo 
St. Bernard's letters ep. 341. (p. 314. T. 1.) ad Malachiam 
Hiberniee Archiep. anno 1 140. ep. 356. (p. 2.23. anno 1141J 
ad Malachiam Htberniae Archiep. fedis Apojlolicte legaiiuiu '"■ 
And ep. 374. anno 1 148 (p. 337 ) ad Fratres de Hibemia, k \ 
TranfttU Ma lochia > giving his brethren in Ireland an account \ 
of his death. Alfo St. Bernard's two fermo?is, one [poke at his i 
funeral \ in tranfttit S. Malachite ^ (p. 1 048. T. 3.) the Gthtr \ 
on his anniverfary fe/lival y entitled y De S. Malachia, p. ?! 
1052. Tl 3. ed Ma bill. See the bull of the canonization of |: 
St. Malachy, publijhcd by Mabillcn, ib. p. 698. St. Ber~ \ 
nard's difcourfes on St. Malachy are ranked amongfi the mofi \ 
Methodical and elegant of his writings. He feems to fuifafs ij 
himfelf when he fpeaks of this faint. The Jefuit Maffhi, s j 
true judge and pajjionate ftudent of eloquence , placed his trans- { 
lation of St. Bernard's life of St. Malachy the firfl among the \ 
f event ten elegant lives of confejfors which he publijhed in Ita* \ 
lian • '. 

A. D. 1 148. \ 

\ 

1 

BY a degeneracy of manners, and the confufion of the wara j 
the ancient fpirit of piety and religion in Ireland, was funk j 
in barbarifm, ignorance and vice, when in the twelfth century 
this glorious faint was raifed by God to reftore that church in | 
ibme meafure to its former fplendour. St. Malachy, furnamcd j 
by Sir James Ware. (1), and other Irffli writers, O-Mongairvm \ 
a native of Armagh ; his parents were pcrfons of the firfl: rank, J 
and, very virtuous, efpccially his mother, who was moft folicitous j 
to train him up in the fear of God. When he was of age to go j 

to fchool, not content to procure him pious tutours whilft he > 

ftudicd - 

1 

(1) Sir Jaracs Ware, Antiq. Hibem. c. 26. p. 206. 2lQ t ^ J 

Item dc Script, tlibern. p. 54. & Tanner, p. 50 i 

I 
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ftudied grammar at Armagh, fhe never ceafed at home to inftill 
into his tender mind the mott perfect fentiments and maxims of 
piety 3 which were deeply imprinted in his heart by that inte- 
riour matter in whofe fchool he was from his infancy a great pro- 
ficient* He was meek, humble, obedient, modeft, obliging 
to all, and very diligent in his ftudies ; he was temperate in diet, 
vanquished fleep, and had no inclination to childifh fports and 
diverfions, fo that he far outftripped his fellow {indents in learn- 
ing, and his very matters in virtue. In his ttudies, devotions 
and little practices of penance he was very cautious and circum- 
fpecl: to £hun as much as poilible the eyes of others, and all dan- 
ger of vainglory, the mott baneful poifon of virtues. For this 
reafon he fpent not fo much time in churches as he defired to 
do, but prayed much in retired places, and at all times frequent- 
ly lifted up his pure hands and heart to heaven in fuch a manner 
as not to be taken notice of. When his matter took a walk to 
a neighbouring village without any other company but this be- 
loved fcholar, the pious youth often remained a little behind to 
fend up with more liberty, as it were by ttcalth, fhort inflamed 
ejaculations from the bow of his heart which was alwa\ s bent, 
(ays St. Bernard. To learn more perfectly the art of dying to 
himfelf, and living wholly to God and bis love, JVIalachy put 
himfelf under the difcipline of a holy reclufe named Imar or Ima- 
rius, who led a mott auftere life in continual prayer in a cell 
near the great church of Armagh. This ftep in one of his age 
and quality aftonifhed the whole city, and many feverely cen- 
fured and laughed at him for it; many afcribed this undertaking 
to melancholy, ficklcnefs or the rafli heat of youth ; and his 
friends grieved and reproached him, not being able to bear the 
thought that one of fo delicate a conftitution and fo fine ac- 
complifhments and difpofitions for the world, fhould embrace a 
ftate of fuch rigour, and in their eyes fo mean and contemptible. 
The faint valued not their cenfures, and learned by defpifing 
them with humility and meeknefs to vanquifh both the world 
and himfelf. To attain to the true love of God he condemned 
himfelf whilft alive, as it were to the grave, fays St. Bernard, 
and fubmitted himfelf to the rule of a man, not being like thofe 
who undertake to teach what they have never learned, and by 
feeking to gather and multiply fcholars without having ever been 
at fchool, become blind guides of the blind. The fimplicity of 
the difeiple's obedience, his love of filence, and his fervour in 
mortification and prayer, were both the means and the marks of 
his fpi ritual progrefs, which infinitely endeared him to his ma- 
tter, and edified even thofe who at firft had condemned his 
choice. Their railleries were foon converted into praifes, and 

thvix contempt into admiration : and many moved by the ex- 
ample 
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ample of his virtue, defired to be his imitators and companions 
in that manner of life. Malachy prevailed upon Imar to admit 
the moft fervent among thefe petitioners, and they foon formed 
a confiderable community. Malachy was by his eminent virtues a 
model to all the reft, though he always looked upon himfelf as the 
laft and moft unworthy of that religious fociety. A difciple fo 
meek, fo humble, fo obedient, fo mortified and devout, could 
not fail by the aftiduous exercifes of penance and prayer to ad- 
vance apace to the fummit of evangelical perfection. Imar, 
his fuperiour, and Celfus, or Ceillach, archbifhop of Armagh, 
judged him worthy of holy orders, and this prelate obliged him 
notwithftanding all the refiftance he could make, to receive at 
his hands the order of deacon, and fome time after, the prieft- 
hood, when he was twenty-five years old, though the age which 
the canons then required for prieftly orders was thirty years, as 
St. Bernard teftifies ; but his extraordinary merit was juft rea- 
fon for difpenfing with that rule. At the fame time, the arch- 
bifhop made him his vicar to preach the word of God to the 
rude people, and to extirpate evil cuftoms, which were many, 
grievous and inveterate, and moft horribly disfigured the face of 
that church. Wonderful was the zeal with which St. Malachy 
difcharged this commillion ; abufes and vices were quite de- 
feated and difperfed before his face : barbarous cuftoms were 
abolifhcd, diabolical charms and fuperftitions were banifhed ; and 
whatever fquared not with the rule of the gofpel, could not 
Hand before him. He feemed to be a flame amid ft the forefts, 
or an hook extirpating noxious plants : with a giant's heart he 
appeared at work on every fide. He made feveral regulations 
in ecclefiaftical difcipline, which were authorized by the bi- 
fhops, and fettled the regular folcmn rehear fal of the canonical 
hours in all the churches of the diocefs, which fince the Danifh 
invaflons had been omitted even in cities : In which it was of 
fervice to him that from his youth he had applied himfelf to the 
church mufick. What was yet of much greater importance, 
he renewed the ufe of the facraments, efpecially of confeflion 
or penance, of confirmation, and regular matrimony. St. Ma- 
lachy fearing left he was not fufficicntly fkilled in the canons of 
the church to carry on a thorough reformation of difcipline, and 
often labouring under great anxieties of mind on this account, 
refolved, with the approbation of his prelate, to repair for 
fomo time to Malchi, bifhop of Leimore, an Englifhman, ami 
formerly a monk of Winchcftcr, who for his learning and fane- 
tity was then reputed the oracle of all Ireland. Being coin 
fcoufly received by this good old man, he was diligently inftr till- 
ed by him in all things belonging to the divine fervicc 9 and to 

the 
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the care of fouls, and at the fame time he employed his mini- 
ftry in that church. 

Ireland being at that time divided into feveral little kingdoms^ 
it happened that Cormac, king of Munfter was dethroned by 
his wicked brother, and in his misfortunes had recourfe to bi~ 
ftop Malchi, not to recover his crown, but to' fave his foul 5 
fearing him who takes away the fpzrzt of princes, and being 
averfe from fhedding more blood for temporal interefts. At the 
news of the arrival of fuch a gueft, Malchi made preparations 
to receive him with due honour : but the king would by no 
means confent to his defires, declaring it was his intention to 
think no more of worldly pomp, but to live among his canons, 
to put on fackcloth, and labour by penance to fecure to himfclf 
the poiTefiion of an eternal kingdom. Malchi made him a fuit- 
able exhortation on the conditions of his facriiice and of a con- 
trite heart, and^ailigned him a little houfe to lodge in, and ap- 
pointed St. Malachy his matter, with bread and water for his 
iuftenance. Through our faint's exhortations the king began 
to relifh the fweetnefs of the incorruptible heavenly food of the 
foul, his heart was foftened to compunction, and whilfl he fub- 
dued his flefh by aufterities, he warned his foul with penitential 
tears, like another David, never ceafing to cry out with him to 
God : Behold my bafenefs and my ?nifery> and pardon me all my 
offences. The fovereign judge was not deaf to his prayer, but 
(according to his infinite goodnefs) heard it not only in the fenfe 
in which it was uttered, purely for fpiritual benefits, but alfo 
with regard to the greated temporal favours, granting him his 
holy grace which he afked, and in the bargain reiroring him to 
his earthly kingdom. For a neighbouring king moved with in- 
dignation at the injury done to the majefty of kings in his expul- 
fion, fought out the penitent in his cell, and finding him infen- 
fible to all worldly motives of intcreff, prcflcd him with thofe 
of piety, and the jufticc which he owed to his own u.ibjec~is ; 
and not being able yet to fucceed, engaged both Malchi the hi- 
fhop, and St. Malachy to employ their authority and command, 
and to reprefent to him that jufticu to hi:; people, anil the divine 
honour obliged him not to oppofe the defign. Therefore with 
the fuecours of this king and the activity of many loyal fubjefls, 
he was eafily placed again upon the throne ; and lie ever after 
loved and honoured St. Mulachy as his father. Our faint was 
foon after called back by Celfus and Imar, both by letters and 
nicilages to Armagh. Thi; great abbey of Bangor (a), now in 

Vol. IV. LI the 

(a) Banchor, now corruptly and Cborpiatc* Choir. It waj 
called Bangor, figiiifies White founded by Sr. L outfall about 
Chir, from Bum? injriih White the year 555, h faiu 10 have had 

fome- 
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the county of Down, lay at that time in a defolatc condition, 
and its revenues were poffefled by an uncle of St. Malachy, 
till it fhould be reeftablifhed. This uncle refigned it to his 
holy nephew, that he might fettle in it regular obfervance, and 
tfecanie himfelf a mbrik under his direction in this houfe, which 
by the care of the faint became a flourifhing femihary of learn- 
ing and piety, though not fo numerous as it had formerly been. 
StT Malachy governed this houfe fome time, and to ufe St. Ber- 
nard's words, was in his deportment a living rule, and a. bright 
glafs, or as it were a book laid open in which all might learn the 
true precepts of religious converfation . He not only always 
went before his little flock in all monaftick observances, but alfo 
did particular penances, and other actions of perfection, which 
no man was able to equal ; and he worked with his brethren in 
hewing timber, and in the like manual labour. Several miracu- 
lous cures of fick perfons, fome of which St. Bernard recounts, 
added to his reputation. But the whole tenour of his life, fays 
this faint, was the greateir. of his miracles : and the compofurc 
of his mind and the inward fanftfty of his foul appeared in his 
countenance, which was always modeftiy cheerful. A fifter of 
our faint, who had led a worldly life, died, and he recommend- 
ed her foul to God for a long time in the facrifice of the altar. 
Having intermitted this for thirty days, he fcemed one night to 
be advertifed in his fleep that his fifter waited with forrow in the 
churchyard, and had- been thirty days without food. This he un- 
derftood of fpiritual food ; and having refumed the cuflom of faying 
mafs, or caufing one to be (aid for her every day, faw her after 
fome time admitted to the door of the church, then within the 
church, and fome days after to the altar, where me appeared 
in joy, in the midfl: of a troop of happy fpirits : which vilion 
gave him great comfort (2). St. Malachy in the thirtieth year 
of his agc\vas chofen bifhop of Conner (now in the county of 
Antrim) and as he peremptorily rcfufed to acquiefce in the elec- 
tion, he was at length obliged by the command of Imar and the 

arch- 

(z) S, Bern. Vit. S. Malachias, c. 5. 



fometimcR three thoufand monks 
at once : at I vail from it i warmed 
many other monaileries in Ire- 
land and Scotland : and St. Co- 
1 urn ban, a monk of thr> houfe, 
propagated its inltitute in France, 
and Italy. The buildings were 
tieltroyed by Danifh pirates, 
who maliaered here nine hundred 
laionks jui one day* From that 



time it lay in ruins till St. Mal.'i^ 
chy reftored it. A fmail part of 
St. Malachy's building yet fub- 
fifts. The trace* of the old foun- 
Anion difcoverit to have been of 
great extent. See the new ac- 
curate llijlory of the county of 

Doivt/, p. 64. publilhed in 174.1, 
and Sir James Ware, in Mowijlt* 
riohvja llil>anha+ v> 210. 
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archbifliop- Celfus to fubmit. Upon beginning the exercife of 
his functions he found that his flock were chriftians in name on- 
ly, but in- their manners favage, vicious and worfe than Pagans. 
However, he would not run away like a hireling, but refolved 
to fpare no pains to turn thefe wolves into fheep. He preached 
in publick with an apoftolical vigour, mingling tendernefs with 
a wholefome fe verity 5 and when they would not come to the 
church to hear him, he fought them in the ftreets and in their 
houfes, exhorted them with tendernefs, and often fhed tears 
over them. He offered to God for them the facriflce of a contrite 
and humble heart, and fome times palled whole nights weeping 
and with his hands ftretched forth to heaven in their behalf. 
The remoteft villages and cottages of his diocefs he v in* ted, go- 
ing always on foot, and he received all manner of affronts, and 
fufferings with invincible patience. The moll: favage hearts 
were at length foftened into humanity and a fenfe of religion, 
and the faint reftored the frequent ufe of the facraments among 
the people: and whereas he found amongir. them very few 
priefts, and thofe bothflothful and ignorant, he filled the diocefs 
with zealous pallors, by whofe afliftance he banifhed ignorance 
and fuperftition, and eftablifhed all religious obfervances, and 
the practice of piety. In the whole comportment of this holy 
man nothing was more admirable than his invincible patience 
and meeknefs. All his actions breathed this fpirit in fuch a 
manner as often to infufe the fame into others. Arnongft his 
miracles St. Bernard mentions, that a certain paflionate woman, 
who was before intolerable to all that approached her, was con- 
verted into the mildefr. of women by the faint commanding her 
in the name of Chrift never to be angry more, hearing her 
confeffion and enjoining her a fuitable penance : from which 
time no injuries or tribulations could difrurb her. After fome 
years the city of Conner was taken and facked by the king of 
Ulftcr : upon which St. Malachy with a hundred and twenty 
difciples retired into Munfter, and there with the aflifiancc'of 
king Cbrmac, built the monaftery of Ibrac, which fonu fuppofe 
to have been near Cork, others in the iflc of JSeg-er.in, where 
St. Imar formerly refided. Whilft our Hunt governed this ho- 
ly family in the ftri&cft: monaftick difcipline, humbling himfclf 
even to the mean eft offices of the community, and in point of 
holy poverty and penance going beyond all his brethren, the 
archbifhop Celfus was taken with that illncfs of which he 
died* In his infirmity he appointed St. Mahchy to be his fuc* 
ceflbur, conjuring all perfons concerned, in . the name of St. 
rat rick, the founder of that fee, to concur to that promotion, 
and oppofe the intrufion of any other per fun. Thii, he \\o\ on-* 
ly moii earneitly declared by word of mouth . but alfo rccom- 

I. 1 2 mended 
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mended by letters to perfons of the greatefr. intereft and power 
in the country, particularly to the two kings of Upper and 
Lower Mu nfter. This he did out of a zealous defire to abo- 
lifli a moft fcandalous abufe which had been the fource of all 
other diforders in the churches of Ireland. For two hundred 
3'ears part, the family out of which Celfus had been afTumed, 
and which was the moft powerful in the Country, had, during 
fifteen generations, ufurped the archbifhoprick as an inheritance j 
infomuch, that when there was no clergyman of their kindred, 
they intruded fome married man and layman of their family, 
who without any holy orders had the adminiftration, and en- 
joyed the revenues of that fee, and even exercifed a defpotical 
tyranny over the other b-ifhops of the Ifland. Notwithftanding 
the precaution taken by Celfus, who was a good man, after j 
hrs death, though Malachy was canonically elected, pur fu ant to \ 
his defire, Maurice, one of the above-mentioned family, got 
pofleifion. Malachy declined the promotion, and alleged the 
dangers of a tumult and bloodfhed. Thus three years pafl'cd 
till Malchi, hifhop of Lifmore, and Gillebcrt, bifhopof Lime- ■ 
rick who was the pope's legate in Ireland, afTembled the bifhops ) 
and great men of the ifland, and threatened Malachy with ex- ;i 
communication if he refufed to accept the archbifhoprick. f 
Hereupon he fubmitted, but faid : " You drag me to death. : 
* c I obey in hopes of martyrdom : but on this condition, 
44 that if the bufinefs fucceeds according to your defires, when ; 
C€ all things are fettled, you fhall permit me to return to mj \ 
44 former fpoufe, and my beloved poverty 7 . * They promifedhe j 
ftiould have the liberty fo to do, and he took upon him that \ 
charge, and exercifed his functions with great zeal through the \ 
whole province, except in the city of Armagh, which he did \ 
not enter for fear of bloodfhed, fo long as Maurice lived, which i 
was two years more. At the end of live years, after the de- j 
mife of Celfus, Maurice died, and to complete his iniquities j 
jmd increafe his damnation, named his kinfman Nigcllus for his j 
fuccciibur. But king Cormac, and the bifhops refolvcd to in- j 
ftall St. Malachy in that fee, and he was acknowledged the only 
lawful metropolitan of Ireland in the year 1133, the thirty- j 
eighth of his age. Nigellus was obliged to leave Armagh, but j 
carried with him two rclicks held by the Irifli in great vencra- j 
tion 5 and the common people were foolifhly pcrfuaded that hp j 
was archbifhop, who had them in his po/lcilion. Thefe were a j 
book of the gnfpels which had belonged to St. Patrick, and a ; 
crofter called the flaff of Jefus, wJiich was covered with gold, i 
and ornamented with rich jewels. By this fallacy fome fl ill ad- ■ 
hcred to him, and his kindred violently perfecuted St. Malachy. 1 

Que of the chief aiuongit tbcm invited hun to a confenw 



Nov. 3* 



St. MAL ACHY, C. 



505 



at his houfe with a fee ret defign to murder him. The* faint, 
aaainft the advice of all his friends, went thither, offering him- 
felf to martyrdom for the fake of peace ; he was accompanied 
only by three difciples who were ready to die with him. But 
the courage and heavenly mildnefs of his countenance difarmed 
his enemies as foon as he appeared amongft them 5 and he who 
had defigned to murder him, rofe up to do him honour, and a 
peace was concluded on all fides. Nigellus not long after fur- 
rendered the facred book and crofier into his hands ; and fe ve- 
nd of the fajnt's enemies were cut off by viftble judgments. A 
raging peftilence, which broke out at Armagh, was fuddenly 
averted by his prayers, and he wrought many other miracles. 
Having refcued that church from opp region, and reftored difci- 
pline and peace, he infifted upon refigning the archiepifcopal 
dignity, according to covenant, and ordained Gelafius, a wor- 
thy ecclefiaftick in his place. He then returned to his former 
fee : but whereas the two fees of Conner and Down had been 
long united, he again divided them, confecrated ano- 
ther bifhop for Conner, and referved to himfelf only that of 
Down, which was the fmaller and poorer. Here he eftablifhed 
a community of regular canons, witli whom he attended to 
prayer and meditation, as much as the external duties of his 
charge would permit him. He regulated every thing and 
formed great defigns for the divine honour. 

To obtain the confirmation of many things which he had 
done, he undertook a journey to Rome; in which one of his 
motives was to procure palls for two archbifhops, namely, for 
the fee of Armagh, which had long wanted that honour through 
the neglect and abufes of the late ufurpers, and for another me- 
tropolitical fee which Celfus Jiad formed a project of, but which 
had not been confirmed by the popc(b). St. Malachy left Ire- 
land in 1 1 39; converfed fome time at York with an holy 
priefl: named Sycar, an eminent fcrvant of God, and in his 
way through France vifitcd Clairvaux, where St. Bernard firft 
became acquainted with him, and conceived the great eft affco 

L 1 3 tion 



(b) The great mctropolitical 
fee of Armagh was creeled by 
St. Patrick, in the year 444, ac - 
cording to the annals of Ulfter, 
quoted by Sir James Ware. The 
Rreat church was built in 1262, 
by the archbimop Patrick O 
Scanlain, a Dominican friar, and 
" great benefactor to tins fee. 
It was fervod by regular canons, 
St. Auiliu, who are fakl to 



have been founded here by Tmar 
O Hed again, mailer of St. Ma- 
lachy O Monyair, who fettled 
that community in this church 
when he was archbhhop. 'J 'ho 
mctropolitical fee erected by 
Celfus, the name of which was 
unknown to St, Bernard, was 
perhaps that of Timin, to which 
a pall was fuji granted in 1 
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tion and veneration for him on account of his fan&ity. St. 
Malachy was fo edified with the wonderful fpirit of piety which 
hedifcovered in St. Bernard and his monks, that he moit ear- 
nefl'ly defired to join them in their -holy exercifcs of penance 
and contemplation, and to end his days in their company j but 
he was never able to gain the pope's confent to leave his bifliop- 
rick. Proceeding on his journey, at Yvree in Piedmont he 
reftored to health the child of the hofr with whom he lodged, 
who was at the point of death. Pcpe Innocent II. received 
him with great honour ; but would not hear of his petition for 
Mending the remainder of his life at Clairvaux. He confirmed 
ad he had done in Ireland, made him his legate in that Ifland, 
and promifeJ him the pall. The faint in his return called again 
at Clairvaux, where, fays St. Bernard, he gave us a fecond 
time his blelling. Not being able to remain himfelf with thofc 
fervants of God, he left his heart there, and four of his compa- 
nions, who taking the Ciftercian habit afterward, came over in- 
to Ireland, and inftituted the abbey of Mellifont, of that Order, 
and the parent of many others in thofe parts, St. Malachy 
went home through Scotland, where king David earneftly in- 
treated him to reflore to health his fon Henry, who lay danger- 
oufly ill. The faint faid to the fick prince : cc Be of good 
<c courage : you will not die this time," Then fprinkled him 

with holy water, and the next day the prince was perfectly re- 
covered. 



t. Malachy was received in Ireland with the greatcft joy, 
and difcharged his office of legate with wonderful zeal and fruit, 
preaching every where, holding fynods, making excellent regu- 
lations, abolifhing abufes, and working many miracles. One 
of thefc St. Charles Borromeo ufed to repeat to his priefts, 
when he exhorted them not to fail being watchful and diligent 
in adminiftering in due time the facrament of extreme-unction 
to the fick. It is. related by St. Bernard as follows (3). The 
lady of a certain knight who dwelt near Bangor, being at the 
article of death, St. Malachy was fent for ; and after fuitable 
exhortations he prepared himfelf to give her extremes nil ion, 
It feemed to all her friends better to poflponc that facrament till 
the next morning, when fhe might be better difpofed to receive 
it, St. Malachy yielded to their carncft intreaties, though with 
great unwtllingncfs. The holy man having made the fignofthc 
crofs upon the fick woman, retired to his chamber; but was 
difturbed in the beginning of the night with an uproar through 
the whole honfe, and lamentations and cries, that their minrefs 

was dead. The bifhop ran to her chamber* and found her de- 
parted ; 

(.3) S. ^erna»l. in vit. 6, Malachhe, c. 24* (al. 20.) p. 68-6, Ws 
frinbil!. fob 
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parted j whereupon lifting up his hands to heaven, he faid with 
bitter grief and remorfe : 66 It is I myfelf who have finned 
u by this delay, not this poor creature/' Defiring earneltly to 
render to the dead what he accu fed himfelf that he by his ncg: r 
left had robbed her of, he continued (landing over the corpfe, 
and praying with many bitter tears and fighs ; and from time to 
time turning towards the company, he faid to them : ct Watch 
and pray.' 7 They pafled the whole night in fighs, and reciting the 
pllilter, and other devout prayers ; when at break of day the de~ 
ceafed lady opened her eyes, fat up, and knowing St. Malachy, 
with a devout bow falutcd.him : at which fight all pre fen t were 
exceedingly amazed, and their fadnefs was turned intojov. St. 
Malachy would anoint her without delay, knowing well that 
by this facrament fins are remitted, and the body receives help 
as is mo ft expedient. The lady, to the greater glory of God, 
recovered, and lived fome time to perform the penance impofed 
her by St. Malachy: then relapfed, and with tlv; ufual fuccours 
of the church, happily departed. St. Malachy built a church of 
Hone at Bangor, fuch an one as he had feen in other countries : 
at which unufual edifice the people of the country were ftruck 
with great admiration (4). He likewifc rebuilt or repaired the 
cathedral church at, Down, famous for the tomb of St. Patrick ; 
whither alfo the bodies of St. Columba and St. Bridget were af- 
terward, removed (c). St* Malachy 's zeal for the rceftablifhmcnc 
of the Irifli church in its fplendour moved him to meditate a fecond 
journey into France, in order to meet pope Eugcnius III. who 
was come into that kingdom. Innocenc II. died before the two 
palls which he had promifed, could be prepared and font. Cc~ 
leftin II. and Lucius II- died in lefs than a year and half. This 
affair having been fo long delayed, St. Malachy convened the bi- 
fhops of. Ireland, and received from them a deputation to make 

frefh application to the apoftolick fee. In his journcv through 
England, whilfl be lodged with the holy canons at Gifbum, a 

woman was brought to him, who had a loathfomc cancer in her 
bieafi: ; whom he fprinkled with water which he \vA blcflbd, 
and the next day fl]£ was perfectly healed. Before he reached 
France the pope was returned to Rome : but St. Malachy de- 
termined not to crofs the Alps without firfr. vifiting his beloved. 
Clairvaux. He arrived there in October 11 48, and was received 
with great joy by St. J]crnard and his holy monks, in whofc 

L 1 4 happy 

(4) lb. c. 26. 

(c) The fee of Down was non, Dun-garvan, &r. Duncl- 

iign'm united to that of Conner, mum, Camaloduiuun, Soibiodu- 

hy I'Vngeniuu IV. in 1441. "Dim niiin, &c. Luj^dunum, juliodu- 

%nified a hill among the Irifli, lium, &c. Sir James Ware, An- 

fir it cms, Saxons and Gauls, tiq. IJihern. c, zq. p. 296. 
Whence Dun-keran, JXm-gan- 



5oS StMALACHY, C. Nov. 3 ; J 

happy company he was foon to end his mortal pilgrimage. 
Having celebrated mafs with his ufual devotion on the feaft of 
St. Luke he was feixed with a fever, which obliged him to 
take to his bed. The good monks were very active in aflift- 
ing him ; but he a fill red them that all the pains tjiey took about 
him. was to no purpofe, becaufe he fhould not recover. St. 
Bernard doubts not but he had a foreknowledge of the day of his 
departure. How f:ck and weak foever he was, he would needs 
rife and crawl down ftairs into the church, that he might there 
receive the extreme-unction and the Viaticum, which he did ly- 
ing on afhes fire wed on the floor. He earneftly begged that all 
perfons would continue their prayers for him after his death, 
prom i fin g to remember them before God : he tenderly com- 
mended alfo to their prayers all the fouls which had been recom- 
mitted to his charge, and fweetly repofed in our Lord on All 
Souls-day, the fecond of November, in the year 1 148, of his 
age fifty-four ; and was interred in the chapel of our Lady at 
Clairvaux, and carried to .the grave on the fhouldcrs of abbots. 
At his burial was prefent a youth one of whofe arms was flruck 
with a dead pal fey, fo that it hung ufelefs and without life by 
his fide. Him St. Bernard called, and taking up the dead arm 
applied it to the hand of the deceafed faint, and it was wonder- 
fully reftorcd to itfelf, as this venerable author himfelf allures 
us (5). St. Bernard in his fecond difcourfe on this faint, fays 
to his monks (6) : " May lie protect us by his merits, whom 
<4 he has iniTructed by his example, and confirmed by his mira- 
iC c3es." At his funeral, having fung a mafs of Rcquic?n for 
his foul, he added to the mafs a collect to implore the divine 
grace through his interceffion, having been aflured of his glory 
by a revelation at the altar, as his difciplc GcofFroy relates in 
the fourth book of his life. St. Malachy was canonized by a 
bull of pope Clement, (either the third or fourth) addrefied to 
the general chapter of the Ciflercians, in the third year of his 
pontificate (7). 

Two things, fays St. Bernard (8) made Malachy a faint, per- 
fect mccknefs (which is always founded in fincere profound hu- 
mility, and a lively faith : by the fir ft he was dead to himfelf; 
by the fecond his foul was clofely united to God in the excrcifcs 
of faith) afliduous prayer and contemplation. Jh fanftified hhn 
in fatih and inildncfs (g). It is only by the fame means we 
can become faints. How perfectly Malachy was dead to him- 
felf appeared by his holding the metropolitical dignity fo long 

as 

(0 S. Bern. vit.S.Malach. c. tilt. p. fio3. (6) Serm. :> 

do S. Mnlach. p. 1052. (7) MaLiill, ib. p. 698. (8) tout' 

dc S. Ma lac hi a, (9) Ecclus xi. 5. 
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as it, was attended with extraordinary dangers and tribulations, 

and by his quitting it as foon as he could enjoy it in peace : 
how entirely he was dead to the world, he {hewed by his love 
of fufferings and poverty, and by the ftate of voluntary priva- 
tions and felf-denial in which he lived in the midft of profperity, 
being always poor to himfelf, and rich to the poor, as he is 
ftyled by St. Bernard. In him this father draws the true cha- 
racter of a good paftor, when he tells us that felf-love and the 
world were crucified in his heart, and that he joined the clofeft 
interiour folitude with the molt diligent application to all the ex- 
teriour functions of his miniflry. ct He feemed to live wholly 
cc to himfelf, yet fo devoted to the fervice of his neighbour as 
6C if he lived wholly for them (d). So perfectly did neither 
cc charity withdraw him from the ftricteft watchfulnefs over 
cc himfelf, nor the care of his own foul hinder him in any 
6C thing from attending to the fervice of others. If you fliw 
cc him amid ft the cares and functions of his paftoral charge, 
iC you would fay he was born for others, not for himfelf. Yet 
cc if you confidered him in his retirement, or obferved his con- 
cc ftant recollection, you would think that he lived only to God 

" and himfelf." 

On the fame DAY 



St. Hubert, Bifhop of Liege, C. God who is wonderful in his 
mercies above all his works, called St. Hubert from a worldly life 
to his fervice in an extraordinary manner; chough the circumftances of 
this event are fo obfeured by popular in confident relations, that we 
have no authentick account of his actions before he was engaged in 
the fervice of the church under the difcipline of St. Lambert, bifhop 
of Maeftricht. He is faid to have been a nobleman of Aquitain ; patted 
his youth in the court of Theodoric ill. and probably fpent fome time 
in the fervice of Pepin of Herftah who became mayor of the palace 
of Auftrafia in 68 1 . He is alfo faid to have been paflionatcly addicted 
to the diver fion of hunting, and was entirely taken up in worldly 
purfuits, when moved by divine grace he rcfolved at once to renounce 
the fchool of vanity, and enter himfelf in that of Chrift, in which 
his name had been enrolled in baptifm. St. Lambert was the expe- 
rienced and fkilful mailer by whofc direction he ftudicd to diveit 
himfelf of the fpirit of the world, and to put on that of Jefus Chrift ; 
and to learn to overcome enemies and injuries by mceknefs and pa- 
tience, not by revenge and pride rather to fink under, than to van- 
quHh them. His extraordinary fervour, and the great progrefs which 
he made in virtue and learning flrongly recommended him to St. 
Lambert, who ordained him prieft, and cntrufted him with the prin- 
cipal 

(«tO a Tot us fiats, a tot us omnium cmf, &c* S. Bern, form. 2. do S. Ma- 
lachia, p. 1053, 
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cipal lhare in -the adminiltration of his diocefs. That holy prelate be- 
ing barbarously murdered in 68 1, St. Hubert was unanimoufly c ho- 
fen his fuccevlour, and the death of his dear mailer inflamed him 
with a holy defire of martyrdom.* of which he fought all occafions. 
For charity conceives no other fentiments from wrongs, and knows 
no other revenge for the mqrt atrocious injuries than the moft tender 
concern and regard for fnmers, and a defire of returning all good of- 
-£ces for evil received ; thus to overcome evil- by good, and invincibly 
maintain juftice. St. Hubert never ceafed with David to deplore his 
banifhment from the face of God, and tears almoft continually wa- 
-tered'.his cheeks. .His revenues he confecrated to the fervice of the 
-poor, .-and his labours to the extirpation of vice and of the remains 
.of idolatry. His fervour in falling, watching and prayer far from 
.ever abating, feemed every day to increafe ; and he preached the 
word of God afliduoufly, with. fo. much -fweetnefs and energy, and 
with fuch uncuon of the Holy Ghoft, that it was truly in his mouth 
a twoedged fword, and the people flocked from diftant places to, hear 
it from him. Out of devotion to , the memory of St. Lambert, in 
the thirteenth year of his epifcopal dignity, he tranflated his bones 
from JVIaeflricht to Liege, then a very .commodious and agreeable 
X'illage upon the banks of the Meufe, which from this treafure very 
ioon grew into a -nourifhing city, to which, the ruins of Herfial, a 
mile diitant, and of feveral other palaces and fortreffes on the Meufe, 
contributed not a little. St. Hubert placed the relicks of the martyr 
in a irately church which he built upon the fpot where he had fpik 
hi?, blood, which our faint made his. cathedral, removing thither the 
epifcopal fee from Macftricht in 721, which St. Servatius had tran- 
flated from Tongres to Maeftricht in 382. Hence St. Lambert is ho- 
noured at Liege as principal patron, and St. Hubert as founder of 
the city and church, and its firft bifhop. The great foreft of Ar- 
dennc, famous in the Commentaries of Julius Cccfar and later writer;;, 

w*s in many parts a flicker for idolatry down to that age (a). St. 

Hubert 



{a) A fmall diitricl: on both 
fides of the Meufe ftill retains 
the name of the country of Ar- 
denne. The ancient foreil of 
that name was inclofed betwixt 
the Rhine and the Mcufc. Some 
«uj thorp have extended it on one 
fiue into Champagne, and on the 
other a:; far as the Schcldc. Thofc 
at leal I \\ ho carry it beyond this 
river into A r to is, feem to take 
ihr. name of Ardenne for any 
^reai wood : as the Romans un- 
derllood the word Hercynian. 
< >n s\ Ivich account they called 

hy live lame name llcrcytuu the 



whole great German foreil, which 
was extended from the Ardennes 
or the Rhine, through all Ger- 
many to the Danube. They feem 
to have miflaken the German 
word Havtz, a wood, and the 
plural Hart7.cn, for an appel- 
lative, which they corrupted into 
Hercynia. 'The name of Her- 
cynian or Harty.-Forell is given 
by moderns only to that woixl 
which is thirty Engliih mile, 
broad, and about fixty long, fun- 
ate in Rrunfwick - Lunenbur;,, 
Thuringia, Anhalt and HiUhi - 
fheim. "-See the Natural Itipcr; 

if 
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Hubert with incredible zeal penetrated into the moft remote and bar- 
barous places of this country, and abolifhed the worfhip of idols j 
and as he performed the office of the apoftles, God bellowed on him 
a like gift of miracles. Amongfl others the author of his life re- 
lates as an eyewitnefs, that on . the three days fan: of the Rogations 
which the whole church obferves, the holy .bifhop went out of the 
city of Maeftricht in proceflion, through the.fields and villages with 
his clergy and people, according to cuftom, following the itandard 
of the crofs and the relicks of the faints, and Tinging the litany. 
This religious proceffio.n was difturbed in its devotions by a woman 
poflefled by an evil fpirit : but the holy bifliop filenced her and re- 
ftored her to her health by figning her with the crofs. In the time 
of a great drought he obtained ntin by his prayers. A year before 
his happy death he was advertifed of it in a vifion, and favoured 
with a fight of a place prepared for him in glory. Though the 
foreknowledge which faith gives us of the great change for which 
we wait the divine will, be equally fufHcient to raife up our hearts 
thither, the faint from that time redoubled his fervour in fighing after 
that blifs, and in putting his houfe in order ; and referved to himfelf 
more time for vifiting the altars, and the (brines of the faints, efpe- 
cially the tomb of St. Lambert, and the altar of St, Albinus, com- 
mending his foul to God through the intercefllon of the faints with 
many tears. Going to dedicate a new church at Fur (which feems 
to be Tcrture in Brabant) twelve leagues from Liege, he preached 
there his farewel fermon ; immediately after which he betook 
himfelf to bed ill of a fever, and on the fixth day of his ficknefs, 
reciting to his lail breath the Creed and the Lord's Prayer, fwcetly 
repofed in Chrift, on the thirtieth of May, in 727. His body was 
conveyed to Liege, and depofited in the collegiate church of St. Pe- 
ter (b). With the leave of the bilhop, and of the cmperour Lewis 
Debonnair, it was tranflated, in 825, to the abbey of Andain, fince 
called St. Hubert's, in the Ardennes, on the frontiers of the dutchy 
of Luxemburg, The abbot is lord of the territory which comprifes 

fix- 



of Hart^Forcfl by H. Behrens, 

(b) The military order of knights 
of St. Hubert was initituted by 
Gerard V. duke of Cleves and 
Gueldcrs, in memory of his vic- 
tory gained in, 1444, on St. Hu- 
bert's day, over the houfe of Eg- 
inont which pretended a claim to 
thole dutchies. The knights wore 
a gold collar ornamented with 
hunting horns ; on which hung 
a medal with an image of St. Hu- 
bert before their brealt, The duke 
of Neu burgh became heir to 

Cloves, mui in 1683 wm maJ<a 



Elc£tor Palatine of the Rhine, 
This honour is fince conferred 
by the Elector Palatine on cer- 
tain gentlemen of his court with 
penfions. The knights now wear 
a gold collar with a crofs and an 
image of St. Hubert, &c. See 

StatiUa Or dints militaris 6\ Htt- 
berti a fcr. Principe Joan % Quh 
Ccmite Pa latino Rht'tti S. R. y m 
cleft* renomati \ an. 1708. Alfo 

the J emit Bonanni, Schoonebeck, 
Bern. Giuitiniani and h\ Honora- 
tus of St, Mary in their hilloriea 

of military orders of knighthood* 
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fixteen villages. The flirine of St. Hubert is reforted to by many 
pilgrims, and has been honoured by many miraculous cures, efpecU 
ally of perfons bit by mad dogs (c). The principal feaft of St. Hu- 
bert, probably on account of fome tranflation, is kept on the third 

of November. -See the hiftory of his life from the time of his 

conversion, written by one who had converfed familiarly with him ; 
alfo the hiftory of the tranflation of his relicks to Andain (or St. 
Hubert's) by Jonas (probably the bifhop of Orleans) and an anony- 
mous hiftory of his miracles compiled in the eleventh age, all pub- 
liflicd by Mabillon, Sac. Ben. iv. p. 293, &c Likevvife Le Cointe 
and Mirscus, in their Annals of France and Belgium 5 Placentitis, HijL 
Epifcopcruni Lead. p. 272. Buxhom, Antiq. Lead. p. 7. 

St. Wenefiuoe, or Win ef ride, V. M. This name intheEng- 
lilh Saxon tongue fi grimes Winner or Procurer of Peace : but in the 
Britifti, Fair Countenance ( 1 ). The Englifh Saxons in Weft-fex feem 
to have borrowed it from the neighbouring Britons : for St. Winfrid 
changed his name in foreign countries into Boniface, a Latin word of 
the fame import (a). That this was the etymology of our faint's 
name appears, ift, becaufe fhe was of Britifh extraction ; 2dly, in 
the beft manufcripts and by the moll correct antiquarians (he is called 
Wenefridc, or Guenfride, or Guenvrea ; and 3dly, in her Cottoniaa 
life by an allufion to her name fhe is ftyled the hair Wenefride (b). 
Her father whofe name was Thevith, was very rich and one of the 
prime nobility in the country, being fon to Eluith, the chief magi- 
strate, and fecond man in the kingdom of North-Wales, next to the 
king (c J. Her virtuous parents defircd above all things to breed 

her 

(1) Cambden's Remains, p. 104. 



{c) A gain ft this dreadful venom 
the blefling of heaven is fo much 
the more earneftly to be implor- 
ed, as no confidence can be placed 
in bathing in the fea or other vul- 
gar remedies, as Somcrvillc truly 
obicrves : neither is the. new fe- 
crct a furc prefcription, though it 
foinctimcs fucceeds-. Neverthe- 
lefSjfupcrftitious notions and prac- 
tice , which cafily creep into the 
beft devotions amongft the vul- 
gar, . cannot be too carefully 
guarded againft on all occafions, 
and require the particular atten- 
tion of all pallors concerned in 
flicfc pilgrimages, &c. at St. Hu- 
bert's, that every practice be re- 
gulated and directed by true piety 
and religion.— — Sue Dr. Thiers, 
1'i aiti des SnperJHtion5 > 1. G. c, 4. 



p. 107, and F. le Brun, Wfl. Cn'f. 
des Pratiques Super/lit* 1. 4. c. 4. 
p. 195. 

(a) St. Boniface by this change 
rendered a rough uncooth name 
familiar to foreigners among 
whom he lived. Other wife fuch 
changes made without reafon oc- 
cafion great obfeurity in hiftory. 
Yet this madnefs has fomctimcs 
feized men. Enfwcrt or Black- 
land would be called from the 

Greek Melancthon : Newman, 
Neander : Brooke, Torrcntins: 

Fenne, Paludanus : Du Eois, -Syl- 
vius : Reucklin or Smoke, Cnp- 
nion, c\'C. 

(/;) Candida Wmefreda- 

(,-) The Rnglilh editor J. F 
conftriiing ill the text of prior Ro- 
bert, fay's : " Kluith the fecond 

" vv a s 
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her up in the fear of God, and to preferve her foul untainted amidft 
the corrupt air of the world. About that time St. Beuno, Benno or 
Benow, a hoi/ priefl and monk, who is faid to have been uncle to 
our faint by the mother, having founded certain religious houfcs in 
other places, came and fettled in that neighbourhood. Thevith re- 
joiced at his arrival, gave him a fpot of ground free from all burden 
or tribute, to build a church on, and recommended his daughter to be 
inftrucled by him in chriftian piety (z). When the holy priefl preach- 
ed to the people, Wenefride was placed at his feet, and her tender foul 
eagerly imbibed his heavenly doctrine, and was wonderfully affc&ed 
with the great truths which he delivered, or rather which God ad- 
dreffed to her by his mouth. The love of the fovereign and infinite 
good growing daily in her heart, her affections were quite weaned 
from ail the things of this world, and it was her earneft defire to con- 
fecrate her virginity by vow to God, and inftead of an earthly bride- 
groom, to choofe Jefus Chrill for her fpoufe. Her parents readily 
gave their confent, fhedding tears of joy, and thanking God for her 
holy refolution . She nrft made a private vow of virginity in the 
hands of St. Beuno : and fome time after received the religious veil 
from his hands, with certain other pious virgins, in whofe company 
ihe ferved God in a fmall nunnery which her father had built for her, 
under the direction of St. Beuno, near Holy-Well (d). After this 

St. 

. (2) Vit. Wcnefr. in App. ad Lei. Itiner. T. 4. p. 128. eJ. Nov. 



" was then king;" whereas the 
author fays : <fc Kluith was the fe~ 
** cond man from the king." 

Tbcvitb qui fuit jilius fummi fc- 
?iatoris 7 et a rege fecundi y Elidth. 

(d) Several objections made by 
fome protellants to this hiilory, 
are obviated by the remarks on 
the faint's name and other cir- 
cumllances inferted in this ac- 
count of her life. They allege 
the filence of Bede, Nennius, 
.Dooms-day book and.Giraldus 
Cambrenfis. Bede wrote only the 

Church Hifiory of the Englijb, 

which the king had dcfircd of 
him. If he touches upon the 
Britifh affairs, it is only by way of 
introduction. He no where names 
St. David, St. Kentigern and ma- 
ny other illuftrious Britilh faints. 
Nennius, abbot of Bangor, wrote 
iu / lijlory of ike Britons* accord- 
ing to Cave and Tanner, abgut 



the year 620 : but according to 
the belt manufcript copies of his 
book (fee Uiher, p. 217. cd. 
Galsci, p. 93.) in 858 : but is a 
very imperfect. and inaccurate hif- 
torian, and gives no account of 
that part of Wales where St. We- 
nefride lived. At kaft Bede 
preceded her : which is alfo 
probable of Ncnnius, who cer- 
tainly brings not his hiitory down 
low enough. Dooms-day hook 

was a furvey to give an ettimate 
of families and lands. A well 
or prodigy was not an objecl for 
fuch a purpofe : and many places 
are omitted in it, becaufe coni- 
prifed under neig libouri 11 g ma- 
nors. — — Gi raid us Cambrenfis, 
biihop of St. David's, in South- 
Wales, wrote his hhivrory of 
H-\tL» in the year 1 1 SS V , :iud died 
in 1210: beioi which t ■ mes we 
have Curiam monuments extant or 

Sc. 
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St. Beuno returned to the firffc monaftery which he had built- at Glun- 
nock or Clynog Vaur, about forty miles diftant, and there fooa after 
{lept in our Lord* His tomb was famous there in the thirteenth cen- 
tury, 



St. Wenefride and Holy-Well. 
Many unknown accidents occa- 
faon much greater omiffion in au- 
thors. Giraldus is very fuperfi- 
cial except in Brecknockfhire, of 
which he was archdeacon. He 
had imbibed at Paris an impla- 
cable enmity againft the monks 
of his age (though he commends 
their _ founders and inftitutes ) 
which he difcovers in all his 
works, efpecially in his Speculum 

Ecclejlrr, or De Monafticis Ord'mi- 

bus a manufcript in the Cotton i an 
Library. His fpleen was augment- 
ed after he loft his biftiopr.ick at 
Rome. He probably never vifited 
this well, nor the neighbouring 
monaftery : or omitted them, be- 
caufe lately defcribed by the prior 
Robert and others. What omif- 
fions are there not in Leland him- 
felf relating to this very point ? 
No wonder if St. Wenefride is 
omitted in an old calendar of St. 
David's, which church m South- 
Wales kept its own feftivals, but 
not thofe of North-Wales, as other 
examples fire w. We have now ex - 
tant a MS. life of St. Wenefride in 
the Cot. Library, written foon af- 
ter the conqueft of England by 
the Normans whom it calls French 
(confequently about the year 
1 1 oo) in which manufcript her 
body is faid to have been then 
at Guthurin, fays bilhop Fleet- 
wood. A fecond life was com- 
piled in 1140, by Robert, prior 
of Shrew fbury, who gives an hif- 
tory of the tmnilation of her re- 
licks to that monaftery in 1138, 
and who difcovera a fcrupulous 
finccrity in relating only what he 
gathered partly from written xc* 



cords found in the monafteries of 
North-Wales, and partly from the 
popular traditions of ancient 
priefts and the people. Both 
thefe lives were wrote before 
Giraldus Cambrenfis ; nor had 
Robert: feen the former, their re- 
lations differing in fonie places. 
The life of St. Wenefride which 
came from Ramfey abbey, and 
was in the hands of Sir James 
Ware, and fome others in manu- 
fcript, though copied in part from 
Robert's, have fufficient differ- 
ences to fhew other memoirs to 
have been then extant. Her life 
in John of Tinmouth, copied from 
him by Capgrave, is an ab ft raft 
from prior Robert's work. Al- 
ford and CrefTy feem to have feen 
no other life than that in Cap- 
grave. All thefe memoirs are 
mentioned by Dr. Fleetwood, bi- 
fhop of St. Afaph's, afterward of 
Ely, in his Differ tat ion or Remarks 

agaiiift the life of St. Wenefride* 

A manufcript which efqaped the 
fearch of this learned antiquarian, 
is a fermon on St. Wenefride, 
preached, as it feems by the reft 
of the book, at Derby, whilft her 
feftival was kept on the twenty- 
fecond of June, immediately after 
it had been appointed an holy- 
day. In it we have a thort ac- 
count of her life and martyrdom, 
with the mention of the miracu- 
lous cures of a leper covered 
with blotches, of a blind man, 
and of another who was bed- 
ridden, wrought at her fhrine at 
Shrewsbury. This manufcript book 
called Fefti<vah is a collection of 
fermon s upon the feftivals, and h 

in the curious library of Mr. 

Mar- 
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tury. Leland' mentions (3) that St. Benow : founded Clunnock Vaur, 
amohafteryof white monks, in a place given him by Guithin, uncle 
to one of the princes of North- Wales. His name occurs, in the Eng- 
lilh Martyrology. 

After the death of St. Beuno St. Wenefride left Holy-Well, and 
after putting herfelf for a fhort time under the direction of St. Deifer 
entered the nunnery of G utherin in Denbighlhire, under the direction 
of a very holy abbot called Elerius, who governed there a 
double monaftery. After the death of the abbefs Theonia St. 
Wenefride was chofen to fucceed her. Leland fpeaks of St. Elerius 
as follows (4), " Elerius was anciently.; and is at prefent in eneem 
" among the Welch. I guefs that he ftudied at the banks of the 
« Elivi where now St. Afaph's flands. He afterward retired into the 
" deferts. It is moft certain that he built a monaftery in the vale of 
« Cluide, which was double, and very numerous of both fexes. 
" Amongft thefe was the moll noble virgin Guenvrede, who had 
« { been ediicated by Benno, and who fuffered death, having her head 
" cut off by the furious Caradoc ( cj. n Leland mentions not the fhi- 
pendous miracles which Robert of Salop and others relate on that 
occalion (/*), though in the abftracl of her life inferted in an appen- 
dix 



(3) Itinerary, T. 5. p. 14. ed. Hearniance. 
rit. c. 49. ed. Hearn. 



(4) De Scriptor 



Martin of Palgrave, in Suffolk. 
We muft add the monuments and 
tellimonies of all the churches of 
North- Wales about the year 1000, 
which amount to certain proofs 
of the fanclity and martyrdom of 
this holy virgin : and feveral me- 
moirs were then extant which are 
now loft. Gutryn Owen quoted 
by Percy Endcrbie (p. r 274.) ob- 
Jcrves, that even in the twelfth 
century, the fucceilions and ails 
of the princes of "Wales were 
kept in the abbeys of Conwey 
in North- Wales (in Caernarvon- 

ihire) and of Stratilur (of (Jluni- 
ack monks in Cardiganiluiv.) in 

South- Wales, which are not now 
to be found. 

(/) St. Elerius was buried in a 
church at G utherin which after- 
ward bore Ins name, and his 
tomb was held in veneration in 
that place when Robert of Shrews- 
bury wrote : he is named au the 



Englim Martyrology on the four- 
teenth of June. He furvived St. 
Wenefride, and is fa id by fome 
to have been the original author 
of her life (fee Tanner, in Le- 
land de Script, p. 258, and Vof- 

fius de Hijioricis Latin, p. 267. 

Pits, p. 109, and Bale) but this is 
no where affirmed b) Leland, as 
bilhop Fleetwood obferves. 

(/*) God has often wrought 
greater miracles than thofc here 
mentioned. But as fuch extra- 
ordinary events arc to be received 
witJi veneration when authenti- 
cally attellcd, fo arc they not to 
be lightly admitted. Robert of 
Salop hud feme good memoirs ; 
but he fometimes relics upon po- 
pular reports. With regard to> 
thefe miracles, wc know not what 
vouchers he had ; fo that the cre- 
dibility of thefe fa&s is left to 
every one's difcretion ; as it is 
not iropoftiblc that fome one ima- 
gining 
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dix to the fourth volume of .the laft edition of Leland's Itinerary (4) 
fhe is faid to have been raifed to life by the prayers of Beuno. In all 
monuments, and calendars fhe is ftyled a martyr : all the accounts we 
have of her agree that Caradoc or Cradoc, fon of Alain, prince of 
that country, being violently fallen in love with her, gave fo far way 
to his brutifh pafiion, that finding it impoflible to extort her confent 
to marry him, or gratify his detires, in his rage he one day pur- 
fued her, and cut off her head, as fhe was flying from him to take 
refuge in the church which St. Beuno had built at Holy- Well. Ro- 
bert of Shrewfbury and fome others add, that Cradoc was fwallowed 
up by the earth upon the fpot ; 2dly, that in the place where the head 
fell, the wonderful well which is feen there, fprang up, with pebble 
Hones and large parts of the rock in the bottom ftained with red 
ftreaks, and with mofs growing on the fides under the water, which 
renders a. fweet flagrant fmell (g) ; and 3dly, that the martyr was 

raifed 

(4) Ed. Hearnii Nov. an. 1744. p. 128. 



gining that fhe had not been at 
Gutherin before her martyrdom, 
might infer that after it fhe had 
been raifed to life. It is well 

known that St. Dionyfius of Pa- 
ris, and certain other martyrs are 
faid by fome moderns to have 
been raifed again to life, or fur- 
vived their own death, and carri- 
ed their fevered heads in their 
hands to certain places. rVlura- 
tori thinks thefe accounts, which 
have no foundation in authentick 
hiltorians or competent vouchers, 
to have been firft taken up amongit 
the common people from feeing 
certain pictures of thefe martyrs 
with red circles about their necks, 
or carrying their heads in their 
hande as it were offering them to 
God : by which no more was 
originally meant than to exprefs 
their martyrdom. (Murat. P>\rf. 

in Spicilegiitm Ra<VLi:natis liijlo^ 
riar 9 T. 1. part 2. p. 527. ) All 
thefe miracles are cafy to omnipo- 
tence, but mult be made credible 
by reafonable and convincing te- 
ll imonies. 

(g) Some Pro tefl ants have af- 
cribed the origin of Holy-Well 

to the monks of Bufinswcrk in 



that neighbourhood. But that 
monaflery was only founded in 
1 1 3 1 , by Randle, earl of Chcfter. 
It was fo much augmented and 
enriched by Henry II. in 1 1 50, 
that he was called the principal 
founder. Holy-Well was cer- 
tainly a place of great devotion, 
and bore this name before that 
time. Richard, the fecond earl 
palatine of Chcfter (who was af- 
terward drowned, in 1 120, in a 
voyage to Normandy) made a 
pilgrimage to Holy- Well, and 
was miraculoufly preferved in it 
from an army of Welchmen by 
the interceflion of St. We re b urge, 
as is related in her life from Brad- 
{haw. Raijulf or Randle, the ne- 
phew and fucccilbur of this ear), 
in his charter of the foundation 
of Bating work, in 1131, gave to 
that monallcry " Haly-lVelly Pul- 
*' brook," and other places. It 
is called Holy-Well in the char- 
ter of Henry II. by which that 
prince confirmed this foundation : 
alfo in a charter given to it by 
.Leweline, prince of Wales, and 
David his fon, in 1240. RauuH 
Iligdcn, a monk of Che Her in 

1 300, iniu"C$ in his Pvlycbrwiw"* 

in 
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raifed to life by the prayers of St. Beuno, and bore ever after the 
mark of Her martyrdom by a red circle on her fkin about her neck. 
Vol. IV. M m ' If 



in the part publifhed by Gale, 
(p. 1 .) twenty rhymes on Holy- 
Well at Balingwerk, in which he 
defcribes the wonderful fpring, 
Hones tinged with red, miracu- 
lous cures of the lick and devo- 
tion of the pilgrims. St. Wc- 
nefride's well is in itfclf far more 
remarkable than the celebrated 
fountain of Yauclufe, five leagues 
from Avignon, which is no more 
than a fubterraneous river gufh- 
inp out at the foot of a mountain. 
At Holy-Well fuch vaft quantities 
of water fpring conftamly with- 
out intermiffion or variation, that 
above an hundred tuns are railed 
every minute. For, if the water 
be let out, the bafon and well, 
which contain at leall two hun- 
dred and forty tuns, are filed in 
lefs than two minutes. The wa- 
ter is fo clear that though the ba- 
fon is above four feet deep, a pin 
is cafily perceived lying at the 
bottom. Dr. Linden, an able 

phyfician who made a confidcr- 
able {lay there, fpeaks of this 
well in his book, On Chalyhcnt 

■ 

outers* and Natural Hot Baths, 

printed at London, in 1748, 
(c. 4. p. 126.) He fays, the 
green fweet-fcented mofs is fre- 
quently applied to ulcerated 
wounds with fignal fuccefs, in 
the way of con trailing and heal- 
rng th cm : which powerful medi- 
cinal efficacy he fitppofes may he 
alcribed to a vegetating fpirit 
drawn from the water. Vov ihi, 
water is clear of all grofV e.inh 
or mineral contents. This phy- 
la* ian recommends Iloly-VVell as 
a void bath of the fir il rank, and 
u > - n has on its fide the cj;pon- 
<mc of njves, and a ler:ci> oi' in- 



numerable an then tick cures work- 
ed upon the moil itubbom and 
malignant difcafes, fuch as lepro- 
fy, weaknefs of nerves and other 

chronical inveterate disorders. 
The falutary cirecls of cold wa- 
ter baths, in feveral diftempers, 
as well as of the ufe of different 
kinds of mineral waters in vari- 
ous cafes, ufed with a proper re- 
gimen and method, and with due 
reilriclions and precautions, are 
inconte liable and well known. 
Nor will any one deny fuch na- 
tural qualities in maiiv of thole 
called Holy JFJ/s. (See Pbilef. 
TravfrS. n. 57. vol. :;. p. I 160.) 

Never thelcis, in the ufe of natu- 
ral remedies wc ought by prayer 
always to have recourfe to God, 
the Almighty Phyfician. (sParalip. 
xvi. 12.) And it is undoubted 
that God is pleafed often to dis- 
play alfo a miraculous power in 
certain places of publick devo- 
tion, and where the relicks and 
other pledges of Tain's or holy 
things render him more propi- 
tious, as in the Probaiick pond, 
John v. &c. Thus St. Aullin, 
ordering his clergy at Hippo to 
fend a pricll named Boniiace to 
pray in a certain church cele- 
brated for holy relicks, laid (ep» 
78. ol. 1^7. T. z. p. 1 S' 1 . C'J. 
Ijen ) : <k God who irea'ul nil 
things 'm, in all places, and is 
" every where 10 be adored in 
<u fpirk and truth. ■ I'ut who 
can explore the holy oulcr o! 
*• his providence^ in dilj'enfin 
41 his «-ii\s, why hefe miracles 
4t iliouid he done in fm.c pi:. res 
44 and not in o;he;v ? Tl.c lamM 
tl tv of the plac u hi ve the body 
" at' the blelleti i«c li.: uf Kola 1* 

" bv.rhd, 
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If thefe authors who lived a long time after thefe tranfa&ions, were 
by fome of their guides led into any miftakes in any of thefe circum- 
ftances, neither the fanctity of the martyr nor the devotion of the 
place can be hereby made liable to cenfure. St. Wenefride died on 
the twenty -fecond of June, as the old panegyrick preached on her 
feffcival, mentioned in the notes, and feveral of her lives teflify : the 
moil ancient life of this faint, in the Cottonian manufcript, places 
her death or rather her burial at Guthurin on the twenty-fourth of 
June. The words are : " The place where me lived with the holy 
" virgins was called Guthurin, where fleeping, on the eighth before 
4C the calends of July fhe was buried, and refts in the Lord." Her 
feftival was removed to the third of November, probably on account 
of fome tranflation ; and in 1391 Thomas Arundel, archbifhop of 
Canterbury, with his clergy in convocation afTembled, ordered her 
feftival to be kept on that day throughout his province with an of- 
fice of nine leffons (5), which is infer ted in the Sarum Breviary. The 
time when this faint lived, is not mentioned in any of her lives : moll 
with Alford and Crefty think it was about the clofe of the feventh 
century. Her r clicks were tranflated from Guthurin .to Shrewfbury 
in the year 1 1 3S, and depoflted with great honour in the church of 
the Benedictine abbey which had been founded there, without the 
walls, in 1083, by Roger, earl of Montgomery. Herbert, abbot of 
that houfe, procured the confent of the diocefan, the bifhop of Ban- 
gor, (for the bifhoprick of St. Afaph*s in which Guthurin is fitua- 
ted was only reftored in 11 43) and caufed the tranflation to be per- 
formed with great folemnity, as is related by Robert, then prior of 
that houfe (probably the fame who was made bifhop of Bangor in 
r z 10) who mentions fome miraculous cures performed on that occa- 

fion 

(5) Lyndcwoode, fol. 76. Johnfon's Canons, T. 2. ad an, 1398. 



tc buried, is well known. And we 
'* ouriclves knew the like at Mi- 
*' lan. AH the faints have not the 
tc gift of healing s nor the dif- 
4t comment of fpirits (1 Cor. 
4t xii. 30.) ; fo neither does it 
*' pi cafe Him who dhlributcs his 
*< gifts according to his holy 
* c will, that fuch things be per- 
** formed in all the mc?norhs, or 
** chapels, of the faints." (See 

LijUt. CiitboL or Catccb. ofMont- 
■pr/l, cd. Lat. T. I . p. 687, and 

T- 2. p. 933.) Perhaps no pil- 
grimage in the north was for 
fome ages more famous than 
that of Holy-Well, where the 

divine mercy was implored thro* 



the intcrccflion of her who in that 
place had glorified his name and 
fanclified her foul. Many cures 
of corporal diftempers there 
wrought are proved by feveral 
circumllances to have been mira- 
culous ; which the very anfwers 
of bifhop Fleetwood and other 
adverfarics fulfice to confirm. 
Some of them were performed 
through the devotion of pcrfoni 
at adiftance from the place, men- 
tioned in the life of this faint: 
and fuch as certainly cannot have 
been produced by imagination, as 
bifhop Fleetwood would have uj 
believe. 
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{ion to which he was eyewitnefs. ^ TJie (hrine of this faint was plun- 
dered at the diffolution of imonafteries* Several miracles were wrought 
through the interceflion of this faint at Gathurin, Shrewsbury* and 
especially Holy -Well. To inftance -fome examples : Sir Roger Bo- 
denham, knight of the Bath, after he was abandoned by the ableft 
phyficians and the moil famous colleges of that faculty, was cured of 
a terrible leprofy by bathing in this miraculous fountain in 1 606 : 
upon which he became himfelf a catholick, and gave an ample cer- 
tificate of his wonderful cure, figned by many others. Mrs. Jane 
Wakeman of Suffex, in 1630, .brought to the laft extremity by a 
terrible ulcerated breaft, was perfectly healed in one night by bath- 
ing thrice in that well, as (he and her hufband attefted. A poor wi- 
dow of Kidderrninfter in W or ce iter (hire, had been long lame and 
bedridden, when me fent a fmgle penny to Holy-Well to be given 
to the Brft poor body the perfon mould meet with there ; and at the 
very time it was given at Holy -Well the patient arofe in perfect, health 
at Kidderminfter. This fact was examined and juridically attefted 
by Mr. James Bridges, who was afterward Iheriff of Worcefter, in 
1651. Mrs. Mary Newman had been reduced to a fkeleton, and to 
fuch a decrepit ftate and lamenefs that for eighteen years fhe had not 
been able to point or fet her foot on the ground. She tried all helps 
in England, France and Portugal : but in vain. At laft fhe was per- 
fectly cured in the very well whilft Hie was bathing herfclf the fifth 
time. Roger Whetftone, a Quaker near Bromfgrove, by bathing at 
Holy-Well was cured of an inveterate lamenefs and palfey ; by which 
he was converted to the catholick faith. Innumerable fuch inftances 
might be collected. Cardinal Baronius (6) expreftes his aftonimrnent 
at the wonderful cures which the pious bimop of St. Afaphs, the pope'?; 
vicegerent for the epifcopal functions at Rome, related to him as an 

cyewitnefs. See St. WenefridVs life written by Robert, prior of 

Shrewlbury, tranflated into Englifh with frequent abridgments and 
fome few additions from other authors (but not without feme mis- 
takes) firft by F. Alford, whofe true name was Griffith, afterward by 
J. F. both Jefuits: and printed in 1635 ; and again with fome alter- 
ations and additional late miracles by F. Metcalfe, S. J. in 
17 12. Lluydh, in his catalogue of Welch manufcripts mentions 
two lives of St. Wenefride in that language, one in the hands of 
Humphrey, then bimop of Hereford, the other in the college of 
Jefus, Oxon. 

St. Papoul, or Papui.ub, Pried, M. He is mentioned in the 
Acts of St. Saturn inus, the nrlt biftiop of Touloufe, whofe collogue 
he was in preaching the faith in the louthern parts of France in the 
third century. The crown of martyrdom was the recom pence of 
his aseal, which he received about the beginning of Diocletian's 
reign, in the Lauragais (a final! territory in Languedoc) nine leagues 
from Touloufe. A famous church and abbey was built there, and 
much augmented by Charlemagne, which war. fecuhui'/.ed and made 

M m 3 an 
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an epifcopal fee by John XXII. in 1317, being now a confiderable 
town in Languedoc called St. Papoul. The faint's relicks are kept 

in a rich fhrine in a cathedral of Touloufe. See Bofcjuet, Hifi Qr% 

Eccl. Gallic. 1. 3. c. 29. Tillem. T. 3. p. 302, 

St. Flour, B. C. was the apoftle and firft bifhop of Lodeve in 
Hanguedoc, and of the Cevennes, and died about the year 389. A 
church was built on the fpot where his relicks were interred. St. 
Odilo founded there an abbey which was converted into a biftioprick 
by John XXII. The faint's relicks are kept in the cathedral. The 

town is jituated in Upper Au vergne . See SauiTay, and Hi ft. de 
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NOVEMBER 4. 

St. CHARLES BORROMEO, 
Cardinal, Archbilhop of Milan and 
ConfefTor. 

jF//V ztw originally and accurately written by three eminent 
perfons, who had all had the happinefs of living fome time with 
him*, by tivo in Lathi, Auftin Valeria, afterward cardinal, 
and bifhep of Verona, and Charles Bafcape, or a Baflica, S. 
Petri , general of the Barnabites, afterward bijhop of Novara ; 
and more i?i detail in Italian by Peter Giufjano, a prieji of 
the Congregation of the Oblates at Milan*. Many others have 
fmce compiled lives of this faint, principally Ripa?t:ont ( vjho 
in his hi/lory of Milan employs eight books chief y about St. 
Charles). Ciaconius f peaks of him (In vitis Pont if ts Car- 
din. Tl 3. p. 891. J and the eloquent Godeau, hi fop of Vcnce, 
who wrote the life of this faint at the reqitejl of the French 
clergy, to whom he dedicated that performance, which is lefs 
ufefitl than that of Ginfjano, becanfe the hijlory of public k 
tranfaSiions leaves too little room for a jufl detail of the fain fs 
private afiions and virtues, in which his fpirit chief y fines. 
See alfo Vagliano, So?nmario delle vite degli arcivefcovi di 
Milano, In Milano, an. 1 715. c. 126. p. 340. And his life 
h Jfohn Baptifl PoJJevini, priefl of Mantua. Likewife Let- 
ter a di Agata Sfondrata, prior a di S. Paulo in Milana a lie 
prior a cd /Ingelielu: di S. Maria di Cremona? per la ?norte 
di Sa?2 Carlo. Inter fermonrs S. Car oil per Saxii/m. 
p. 7.0)7.. Jnd, Laudes S. Carolo tribute, lb. p. 9.99, 

A. D. 1584. 

ST. Ctiakt.es Borromeo, the model of pnflors, and the 
reformer of cccleliaflieal discipline in thefe dq^ncran; ai'es, 
*\vas f on of Gilbert Dorromeo, count of Aroim, and hi.; huh/ 
fthuijarci of Metlicis, filler to John fames uf Medk i% mi'ppK-f'i 
of iVlari^nnn, and of cardinal John An^clus of Medic is, atUr- 
\v«tnl nope Pius IV. The family of Dorromeo is one ol the 
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moft ancient in Lombardy, and has been famous for feveral 
great men both in the church and irate. The faint's parents 
were remarkable for their difcretion and piety. Count Gilbert 
behaved in fuch a manner in the wars between the French and 
Spaniards in Lombardy, as to prefer ve the favour of both courts ; 
and the emperour Charles V. when he was left in quiet pof- 
jeilion of the dufchy of Milan, made him fenator of the city 
and colonel, and honoured him with other confiderable pods. 
The count was fo pious that he communicated every Sunday, 
faid every day the office of the church on his knees, and often 
fhut himfelf up for many hours together in a little retired cha- 
pel which he made in the caftle of Arona, where covered with 
fackcloth, in the habit of a penitent, he fpent a confiderable 
part of his time alone at his devotions. By much praying his 
knees became hard and brawny. He was a tender father to all 
his tenants and vaiTals, took care of all orphans, and was fo 
charitable that his friends often told him he injured his children. 
To whom he made anfwer: cc If I have care of the poor, God 
i4 will have of my children." It was a cuftom with him never 
to take any meal without firft giving fome alms. His abfte- 
jmioufnefs and rigorous fafrs were not lefs remarkable than his 
charities. The countefs was by her pious deportment a living 
rule to all the ladies in Milan, and to cut off all dangerous vifits 
icarce ever went out of doors but to fome church or mona- 
stery. Their family confifted of fix children, count Frederick, 
who afterward married the fifter of the duke of Urbino, and 
our faint, and four daughters, Ifabel who became a nun in the 
monaftcry called of the Virgins in Milan, Camilla, married to 
Crefar Gonzaga, prince of Malfetto, Jeronima, married to Fa- 
bricio Gefualdi eldeft fon to the prince of Venofa, and Anne, 
iflfarried to Fabricio eldeft fon of Mark-Antony Colonna, a Ro- 
man prince and viceroy of Sicily, All thefe children were very 
virtuous : Anne, though engaged in the world imitated all the 
religious cxercifes and aufterities of her brother Charles, prayed 
many hours together with a recoil e6l ion that aftonifhed every 
one, and in order to increafe the fund of her excemve chari- 
ties retrenched every fupcrfluous cxpencc in her table, clothes 
and houfekceping. By her virtue and the faintly education of 
her children, {he was the admiration of all Italy and Sicily, and 
died at Palermo in a 582. St. Charles was born on the fecond 
of October, in I538, in the call lc of Arona, upon the borders 

of Lake Major fourteen miles from Milan. The faint in 

his 

(/-•) Tn tlil:, o-rcat: lake, which is is the fine villa of Borromco, be- 
thirty -nine miles long and five longing to this family. 

«or iix broad, in a beautiful ifland 
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his infancy gave proofs of his future fan&ity, loved prayer, was 
from the beginning very diligent in his ftudies, and it was his 
ufual amufement to build little chapels, adorn altars, and fmg 
the divine office. By his happy inclination to piety and love of 
ecclefiaftical fundHons, his parents judged him to be defigned by 
God for the clerical ftate, and initiated him in it as foon as his 
age would allow him to receive the tonfure. This deft ina ti on 
was the faint's earne ft choice ; and though by the canons he 
was not yet capable of taking upon him an irrevocable obliga- 
tion, both he and his father were far from the facrilegious 
abufe of thofe who determine their children, or make choice of, 
the inheritance of Chrift: with a view merely to temporal in- 
tereft, or the convenience of their family. Charles was care- 
ful even in his childhood that the gravity of his drefs and his 
whole conduct fhould be fuch as became the fanchty of his pro- 
feflion. When he was twelve years old his uncle Julius Caefar 
Borromeo refigned to him the rich Benedictine abbey of SS. 
Gratinian and Felin, martyrs, in the territory of Arona, which 
had been long enjoyed by fome clergyman of that family hi 
co?nmendam* St. Charles, as young as he was, put his father in 
mind, that the revenue, except what was expended on his nc- 
cefTary education at his ftudies for the fervice of the church, 
was the patrimony of the poor, and could not be applied to any 
other ufes, or blended with his other money. The father wept 
for joy at the pious folicitude of the child \ and though during 
his foil's nonage the adminiftration of the revenues was com- 
mitted to him, he gave this up to the young faint that he might 
himfelf difpofe of the overplus in alms : which lie did with the 
mod fcrupulous fidelity in his accounts. St. Charles learned 
Latin and humanity at Milan, and was afterward fent by his 
father to the univerfity of Pavia, where he ftudied the civil 
and canon law under Francis Alciat, the eminent civilian, who 
was afterward promoted, by St. Charles's intereft, to the dignity 
of cardinal, and who had then fucceeded in the profefTorfhip to 
Andrew Alciat, whom de Thou commends for banifhing bar- 
barifm of ftyle out of the fchools and writings of lawyers. In 
a judicious courfe of the canon law the articles of our holy faith 
and the condemnation of herefies are expounded, and often a fuller 

refolution of practical cafes, and of chriflian duties, enforced 
not only from the canons, but alfo from fcrtpturen, tradition 

and the law of nature or reafon than is found in couifcs of 
moral theology : and this iludy which prcfuppofes fome ac- 
quaintance with the civil or imperial law, is of gieat impoit- 
ancc for the care of fouls, efpecially in the chief pallors. St.- 
Charles, though on account of an impediment in his fpeeclx 
and his love of filcncc was by fome elleeined How, ye 1 
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the foundnefs of his judgment, and a diligent application made 
good progrefs in it. And the prudence, piety and ftriclnefs of 
his conduct, rendered him a model of the youth in the univcrfi- 
ty, and proof againft evil company and all other dangers which 
he watchfully fhunned- Such was the corruption of that place that 
fcveral fnares were laid for his virtue : but prayer and retirement 
were his arms againft all aflaults, and the grace of God carried 
him through difficulties which feemed almofi in furmoun table. 
He communicated every eight days after the example of his fa- 
ther ; and fhunned all connections or vifits which could inter- 
Tupt his regular exercifes, or hours of retirement : yet was he 
very obliging to all who defired to fpeak to him. His father's 
death brought him to Milan in 1558 : but when he had fettled 
the affairs of. his family with furprifing prudence and addrefs, he 
went back to Pavia, and after completing his ftudies took the 
degree of Doctor in the Laws toward the end of the year 

. A little before this, his uncle, the cardinal of Medicis, refigncd 
to him another abbey and priory ; but the faint made.no addi- 
tion to his private expences, fo that the poor were the only 
gainers by this incrcafc of his fortune. It was only with a view 
to the foundation of a college at Pavia that he accepted thefe 
benefices. When he hud taken the degree of doctor he return- 
cd to Milan, where he foon after received news, that his un- 
cle the cardinal of Medicis, by whom he was tenderly beloved, 
was'chofen pope on the twenty-fixth of December, in 1560, in 
the conclave held after the death of Paul IV. The new pope 
being a patrician of Milan, that city made extraordinary rejoic- 
ings, and complimented his two nephews in the moft pompous 
and folcmn manner. St. Charles gave no figns of joy on the 
occafion ; but only perfuaded his brother Frederick to go with 
him to confcmY.n and communion : which they did. Count 
Frederick went to Rome to compliment his Holincfs : but St. 
Charh s tfaid at Milan, living in the fmie manner he did be- 
fore till his uncle fent for him, and on the lafi day of the fame 
year created him cardinal, and on the eighth of February fol- 
lowing nominated him archbifhopof Milan when he was in the 
rwt nty third year of his age. Thv. pope, however, detained 
him ;u Rome, placed him at the head ol the confult or council, 
\\k\\ power to fign in his name all rcqucfls, and entruflcd him 
with the entire adminilf ration of the ccclefiarlical flatc. Kt. 
ChaWes endeavoured as much as poflihle to decline thefe pofls, 
and ahf-lutely re ft! fl d the Camerlingatc, the fecond and moll 
It.n alive ilii- m'ty in the Roman court; but after he was made 
priofl , he arre ptcd t he off co ol C j rami Penitentiary, wherein lie 
waii to labour lorG.d and the people. Ue was alfo legate of J>o- 

Iolliku 
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jogna, Romaniola, and the marquifate of Ancona, and protec- 
tor of Portugal, the Low- Countries, the catholick cantons of 
of Switzerland, and the Orders of St. Francis, the Carmelites, 
the knights of Malta and others. By the entire confidence 
which his uncle repofed in him, he maybe faid to have governed 
the church during his pontificate: and as he received from him 
d'dlly the mod fenfible tokens of the ftrongefl and moft fincere 
^ffecTh'on, fo full of the mod tender fentiments of gratitude, he 
conftantly made him the beft return of duty, tendernefs and af- 
fection he was able ; and iiudied by his fidelity and diligence in 
all affairs to be to him a firm fupport, and to cafe and comfort 
him in all difficulties and perplexities. The fole end which he 
propofed to himfelf in all his actions and undertakings was the 
glory of God, and the good of his church : and nothing was 
more admirable in him than his perfect di/i ntere fled nefs, and 
the little regard he had for the moft preflmg human confidcra- 
tinns. For fear of ever deceiving himfelf^ he had about him 
feveral perfons of approved wifdom and virtue, without 
whofe advice he took no refolution, and to whom he liftencd 
with great humility and orudence. In the government of the 
Eccleliaitical State he was very careful that provifions fliould he 
every where plentiful and cheap, and that all judges and maji • 
Urates ihould be perfons of confummate prudence and inflexible 
integrity. His patience in bearing contradictions and hearing 
the complaints of perfons of all ranks was a proof of his finccrc 
charity. It is incredible what a multiplicity of bufinefs he (Ill- 
patched without ever being in a hurry, merely by the dint of 
unwearied application, by his averiion to idle amu foments, and 
being regular and methodical in all that he did. He always 
found time in the fir A place for his devotions and facred flu dies, 
and for converting with himfelf by reflection and pious reading. 
He read alfo fome of the ancient Stoicfc philofophers, and reaped 
much benefit from the Knchyridion of lipicletus, as he frecjuent- 
Jy expreded. He was a great patron of learning, and promoted 
excccdhvjjy all its uf.'iul branches among the clergy ; and amon<v 
other eflablifhmcnts for this end, having alfo in view to banifn 
idlencfs out of the pope's court, he inftitutcd in the Vatican 
an academy of clergymen and feculars whofe conferences and 
iludies temled to enforce the practice of virtue, and to promote 
/acted learning (a). 7'h is academy produced many hi/hops and 
caul in a Is, and one pope who Gregory XI Jh By the confe- 
rences which St. Charles made in this public !c aYlcmbly, he 
with much difficulty overcame a natural bafhfulnefs, and a meat 
anperfeoLion in his fpeech when he harangued, and he acijuircd 

an 

f >•) See diefe conference.*) of the faint publiflaeil by Saxius at Mi- 
hMin ij.j.S, under the tide of 6\ Carol i Noftcs Faticat:&\ 
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an habit of delivering himfelf flowly and diflin&ly, by which 
he qualified himfelf to preach the word of God with dignity and 
fruit : the object of his moft earneft defires (i). The confe- 
rences of St. Charles were printed at Milan, in 1749, by Jq- 
feph Antony Saxius, the learned keeper of the Ambrofian libra- 
ry. St. Charles entitled them Noftes Vaticancz (or Vatican 
Nights) becaufe being occupied the whole day in publick affairs, 
he held thefe conferences in the night, the principal objects of 
which were difficult points of morality and theology. The 
faint to fafhion and perfect his ftyle read diligently the phvlofo- 
phical works of Cicero, in which he took great delight (2). 
St. Charles judged it fo far necefTary to conform to the cuftom 
of the court as to have a magnificent palace well funiifhed, to 
keep a fumptuous equipage and a table fuitable to his rank, and 
to give entertainments. Yet he was in his heart moft perfectly 
difengaged from all thefe things, moft mortified in his fenfes, 
humble, meek and patient in all his conduct. Honoured and 
carefled by the whole chriftian world, having in his power the 
diftribution of riches and honours, and enjoying himfelf what- 
ever the world coulu befto w, he confidered in all this nothing but 
dangers ; and far from taking any delight herein, watched with 
trembling over his own heart left any fubtle poifon of the love 
of the world mould infinuate itfelf, and in all things fought only 
ihe efrablifhment of the kingdom of God. Many are convert- 
ed to God by adverfity : but St. Charles in the fofteft gale of 
profperity by taking a near view of the emptinefs, and arming 
himfelf againft the fnarcs of the world, became every day more 
and more difentangled from it, and more an inhabitant of hea- 
ven. He fighed after the liberty of the faints, and trembled 
at the fight both of the dangers and of the obligations of his fi- 
tuation j he alfo confidered that obedience to the chief paftor 
fixed him for a time at a diftance from the church of Milan, 
the charge of which he had taken upon himfelf. And though lie 
had provided for its government and the remedying of its difor- 
ders in the beft manner he was able by excellent regulations, by 
a fuffragan bifhop named Jcrom Ferragata (whom he lent thi- 
ther to make "the vifitation and to officiate in his place) and by 
a vicar general of great experience, learning and piety, called 
Nicholas Ormanetto, who had formerly been grand vicar of 
Verona, had afterward attended cardinal Poole in his legation in 
England,' and been there his chief affiftant ; and after his 

return would take upon him no other charge but that of a 

finale 

(1) See Carolns a Bafiiica Pctii in vita S. Car. Barron. I. 1. c. \ 
U Saxius in PraiUL U) See Saxhifl, Pracf in Horn. S. Cavolv 
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fingle curacy in the diocefs of Verona ; yet St. Charles confi- 
dered the duty of perfonal fervice and refidence, neither did the 
command of the pope, by which he was obliged to attend for 
fome time the government of the univerfal church for a greater 
aood and neceflity, make him eafy. It happened that Bar- 
tholomew, de Martyribus, the moft: pious and learned arch- 
bifhop of Brague, came from Trent to Rome to wait upon his 
Holinefs. To him as to a faithful fervant of God, enlighten--, 
ed b^him, and beft able to direct others in perplexing circum- 
ftances, the faint opened his heart, in the manner following : 
<c For this long time I have begged of God with all the ear- 
cc neftnefs I am able to enlighten me with regard to the ftate in 
<c which I live. You fee my condition. You know what it 
" is to be a pope's nephew, and a nephew moft tenderly be- 
cc loved by him : nor are you ignorant what it is to live in the 
" court of Rome. The dangers which encompafs mc arc in- 
" finite. I fee a great number ; and there are a great many 
cc more which I do not difcern. What then ought I to do, 
cc young as I am, and without experience ; and having no part 
6C or ingredient of virtue but through the divine grace, an ear- 
<c neft defire of obtaining it ?" The holy cardinal proceeded to 
explain his difficulties and fears; then added: cc God has in- 
cc fpired me with a vehement ardour for penaiice, and an ear- 
<c neft defire to prefer his fear and my falvation to all things ; 
<c and I have fome thoughts of breaking my bonds, and retir- 
" ing into fome monaftery, there to live as if there were only 
" God and myfelf in the world/' This he faid with an 
amiable^ fincerity which charmed the director; who after a 
mort paufe cleared all his doubts, affuring him by folid rca« 
fonSj that he ought not to qui ted hold of the helm which God 
put into his hands, for the necefiary and moft important fer- 
vice of the univerfal church, his uncle being very old : but that 
he ought to contrive means to attend his own church as foon as 
God fhould open him a way to it. St. Charles rifing up em- 
braced him, and faid God had fent him thither for his fake, and 
that his words had removed a heavy weight from his heart ; and 
he begged that God, who by his grace had fhewn him the ftation 
in which it was his will that he fhould labour in his fervice, 
would vouchsafe to -f up port him in it by his divine grace (3). 
The Chryfoftoms, the Auftins and the Gregories trembled at 
the charge of one Soul, a burden which would appear dreadful 
even to angels : he who does not tremble is undone by his pre- 
fumptiun, This fear makes the paftor humble, folicitous, al- 
ways 

(3) See Ripamont, c]e vita Caroli, 1. 2. c. z. Giufiano., I. 1. c. z. 
S:\cy, Vie dc Bart hoi. des martyr?,. 1. 2. c. 23. p. 263. Touron.., 

Iionuncs llluAr. T. 4, p. 638. 
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ivays watchful and earncft in prayer. But this diftruft of him- 
felf, is no longer humility, but abjection and pufillanimity, if 
it weakens the necefiary confidence lie ought to have in God, 
when called to undertake any thing for his glory. Hechoofesthc 
weak and the things that are not^ to confound and beat down the 
wife and the frrong. / can do all things in him who Jirengthens 
me y faid the apoftle. In the fame fentiments St. Charles fpared 
not him felf, but humbly having continual rccourfe to God did 
wonders for the advancement of his honour. In November 
1562, the faint's elder and only brother was carried off in the 
bloom of life and the moil flourifhi ng fortune, by a fudden fe- 
ver. St. Charles, who had never forfook him during his illnefs, 
bore his death, which overwhelmed all other friends with con- 
itemation and grief, with furprifing refignation ; the fentiments 
of a Hvelv faith hcincr ftroticer in him than tliofe of flefh and 
blood. In profound recollection he adored the decrees of pro- 
vidence, and was penetrated more ferioufly than ever with a 
fenfe of eternity, and of the instability of human things. All 
his friends, and the pope him felf, pre lied him to refign his ec- 
clefiaftical dignities, and marry to fupport his family : but more 
effect. u ally to rid himfclfof their folicitations, he made more haftc 
to engage him felf in orders, and was ordained prieft before the 
end of that year. The pope foon after created him grand peni- 
tentiarv, and arch-pried of St. Mary Major. St. Charles founded 
at that time the noble college of the Borromeos at Pavia for the 
education of the clergy of Milan, and obtained fevcra] bulls for 
the reformation of many abufes in ecclefialtical difcipline. The 
council of Trent (b), which had been often interrupted and re- 

f u m cd 



• (a ) The bull of Paul III. for 
the convocation of the general 
council of Trent in order to con- 
demn new errors that were broach- 
ed againit faith, and to reform 
the manners and difcipline by en- 
forcing ancient canons and ella- 
blifhiny; new wholefome rejmla- 
tiony, was dated the twenty -fe- 
venth of May 1 ^ .j z, and the coun- 
cil was opened in the cathedral 
church at Trent on the thirteenth 
of December following. Matters 
were difc Lifted in particular con- 
v reuat ions : and lalllv defined in 
tile iWliutiB. Al ter fome debates 
ii was agreed that points of faith 
and matters of difcipline (hould 



be jointly confidered, and the con- 
demnation of crrours, and the de- 
crccs for the reformation of man- 
ners carried on together ; there 
being abufes in practice relative 
10 molt points of doctrine The 
doeirine of faith is fir it explained 
in chapters ; then the contrary 
crrours arc anathematized, and the 

articles of faith defined in canons. 
This faith is in no point new, but 
the fame which the apoilles deli- 
vered, and which the church in 
all ages believed and laugh';. 
When K. Bernard Lami, the Ora- 
toriaiii had advanced that the 
chapters or expo fit ion of doc- 
trine in this council are not of 

t'lptal 
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fumed, was brought to a concluflon in 1563, the Iaft fefTion 
being held on the fifth of December, in which the decrees of all 
the former feffions under Paul III. Julius III. and Pius IV". 
were confirmed, and fubferibed by four legates of the holy fee, 
two cardinals, three patriarchs, twenty-five archbifhops, thirty- 
nine deputies of abfent prelates, feven abbots, and {even gene- 
rals of religious Orders. Difficulties which feemed infurmount- 
able had been thrown in the way, fbmetimes by the emperour, 
fometimes by the king of France, fomctimes by the king of 

Spain 



equal authority with the canons, 
Bofluet in a few words charitably 
convinced him of his miftake, 
which the other readily corrected, 
and recalled, as archbifhop Lan- 
guet relates. The decrees for the 
reformation of manners, and ec- 
clefiaftical difcipline, particularly 
an the clergy, follow the chapters 
and canons of doctrine in the fe- 
veral feffions. Points relating to 
the holy fcripturcs, original fin, 
freewill, j unification , the facra- 
ments in general, and thofc of 
baptifm and confirmation in par- 
ticular, are examined in the feven 
£rft feflions held under Paul III. 
On account of an epidemical di- 
Itemper at Trent, he had confent- 
ed that the prelates might remove 
the council to Bologna : this was 
decreed in the eighth feffion, and 
the ninth and tenth were held at 
Bologna, but no bufinefs done : 
the emperour and fome of the 
prelates being difplesfcd at the 
translation, fo that the pope fui" 
ponded the council on the feven - 
tccnth of September, and died 
November 10, 1549. His le- 
gates a latere in the council were 
cardinal Del Monte, bilhop of 
Paleilrino, cardinal Marcellus 
Cervinus and cardinal Reginald 
Poole. The firit of theft; was 
c hoi en pope, after the death of 
Paul 111. took the name of Ju- 
lius .111. and rcafleinbled ike 



council of Trent in IC51. His 
legates there were cardinal Mar- 
cellus Crefcenti, legate a latere, 
and Scbaftian Pi&ini, archbifliop 
of Manfred on ia, and Aloyfiur* 

Lipomannus, bifhop of Verona. 
The eleventh and twelfth fcriions 
were preparatory : in the thir- 
teenth and fourteenth the eucha- 
rift, penance and extreme- uncti- 
on were explained : in the fif- 
teenth the proteil ants were invit- 
ed under a fafe-condud'fc ; and 
in the fifteenth the council 
was fufpended on account of 
the wars in Germany. Julius III. 
died March 25, 1555, and car- 
dinal Marcellus Cervinus, an ex- 
cellent, couragious and pious 
man was chofen pope, and took 
the name of Marcellus 11. but 
died within twelve davs. Car- 
dinal Caraffa was chofen pope 
May 23, 1555, and called Paul 
IV. The furrender of the em- 
pire by diaries V. a war be- 
tween France and Spain and 
fome difficulties which arofe be- 
tween tjie emperour Ferdinand 
and Paul IV. protracted the lut- 
penfion of the council, and this 
pope died the eighteenth oi Ali- 
gn It 1559. Pius JV. who Jiic- 
ceeded, obtained the concurrence 
of the emperour and cat hoi 1. k 
hint's to reiiore ihr council, :nnl 
puhliilied a bull for the iiulirttu'i 
of the fuiiicj jNo 1 . 'ember 

' Ac 
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Spain or others : and it was owing to the unwearied zeal and 
prudence, and doubtlefs to the prayers of St. Charles Borro- 
meo, that they were all happily removed : who informing 
the prelates and princes of his uncle's ficknefs, engaged 
them by his prefling folicitations to haften the clofe of 
that venerable affembly. No fooner was it finifhed but St. 
Charles began flrenuoufly to enforce the execution of all its de- 
crees for the reformation of difcipline. At his inftigation, the 
pope preiTcd earneftly all bifhops to found feminaries according 



At the head of five papal legates 
at Trent was the cardinal of Man- 
tua, Hercules Gonzaga, and af- 
ter his death cardinal Morone. In 
the feventeenth fefTion held on the 
eighteenth of January 1562, the 
council was opened. In the fol- 
lowing the prohibition of books 
was treated of, and letters of fafe- 
conduct fent to the proteftants. 
In the 2 1 ft, the queftion about 
communion in both kinds, in the 
twenty- fecond the holy mafs, and 
in the twenty-third and twenty- 
fourth the latter facraments were 
treated of: in the twenty-fifth 
and laft, held on the 14-th of 
December 1563, the doclrine of 
purgatory, images, invocation of 
iaintsand indulgences washandled, 
and the council concluded with 
the ufual acclamations and fub- 
fcriptions. After the fathers had 
fubferibed, the embafladours of 

catholick kings fubferibed as wit- 
neffes in a different fchedulc. The 
council .was confirmed by the 
pope on the twenty -fixth of Ja- 
nuary 1564, fuft in the Roman 
chancery, then by a bull dated 
the fame day, and fubferibed by 
Jus Holinefs and all the cardinals 
then at Rome. Bcfidcs Italian, 
French and Spanifh bifhops, there 

were prefent at the council only 
two Germans (the reft excufing 
themfelvefj on account of the 
publick difturbanccs) three Por- 



tuguese, iix Grecian, two Polifk, 
two Hungarian, three Illyrican, 
one Moravian, one Croate, two 
Flandrican, three Irifh and one 
Englifh bifhop, viz. Dr. Tho- 
mas Gold well, bifbop of St\ 
Afaph's. Thefe were looked up- 
on by their abfent collegues as 
reprefentatives of the reft, who 
were not able to come, and all 
the abfent acquiefced in decifiom 
the doctrinal of the general coun- 
cil. Its decrees were folemnly 
received by the fenate of Venice, 
the diet of Poland, Auguft 17, 
1 564, and the king of Portugal : 
but publi flied by the king of 
Spain, in Spain, die Low-Coun- 
tries, Sicily and Naples with a 
provifo, as to certain laws of difci- 
pline, to fave the right of the 
king and kingdom. In France 
queen Catharine of Mcdicis al- 
leged, that the council forbad 
commendams and feveral other 
cuftoms allowed by the difciplina 
of that kingdom, and therefore 
put off the legal publication. 
Pallavicini, (1. 24. c. 11. Thuan. 

35' & 37-) 'l'h c clergy of 
France in their general aflcmbly 

in 1567, demanded the publica- 
tion and execution of the decrees 
of this council. (See Rccuc.il gui- 
des affaires dtt clergc dc F>\ >U 

4to. cbex Fit re. 1636. T. 2. 
p. 14. and Attn Cfers GnlUcam}- 

It repeated thefe. felicitation* Ul 
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to the decree of the council, and fet the example by eftablifliing 
fuch a feminary at Rome, the care of which was committed to 
the Jefuits(2). In oppofition to the new errours his Holiness 
publifhed, in 1564, the Creed which bears his name, and com- 
inanded all who are preferred to ecclefiaftical livings, dignities, 
£fV. to fubfcribe the fame (3). The council had recommended 
to the pope (4) the revifal of the Miflal and Breviary : like- 
wife the compofition of a catechifm. To compile this Iaffc 
work Charles detained at Rome for fome time F. Francifco Fo- 
reiro, a very learned and pious Dominican, who had attended 
the council in quality of theologian from the king of Portugal. 
Foreiro was aflifted in this work by Leonard us Marini, archbi- 
fliop of Lanciano, and Giles Forfcarari, bifhop of Modena. 
This is the catechifm called of Trent, or the Roman, ox ad Pa~ 
rochos y which is recommended both by the erudition, exa&nefs 
and concifenefs with which it is wrote, and by the neatnefs and 
elegance of the ftyle, as an excellent judge and mailer of the Latin 
flyle obferves(5). He fays the fame of the acSts of the church of Mi- 
lan, 

(2) Ciaconius vit. Pontif. T. 3. p. 880. (3) Labbe, Cone. 

T. 14. 944. (4) Self. xvii. in princ. & felT. 25. (5) Philip. 
Buonamici, de Claris Pontificiarum Litterarum Scriptoribus, ad Be- 
ncd. XIV. An. 1753. 



$596, 1597, 1598, 1600, 1602, 
1605, 1606, 1679, &c - King 
Henry IV. fent a edict to that 
purpofe to the parliament of Pa- 
ris ; which neverthclefs refufed to 
enregifter it. But this regarded 
only certain decrees of difcipline, 
in which particular churches of- 
ten follow their own jurifpru- 
dence. As to this council's doc- 
trinal decifions in matters of 
faith, thefe have been always re- 
ceived in France with the fame 
reipecl as the doclrinal definitions 
of all former e;eneral councils 
arc, as the writings of all bi- 
fliops and others in that kingdom 
demonltrate, and as the French 
theologians invincibly prove. 

Charles Du Moulin., th e moth 
learned French lawyer (who Jirll 
leaned to Calvinifm, a fit: 1 ward to 
Lutheraniun but lc^ng before his 



death wa3 brought back to "th« 
catholick faith, by CJaudc d\Ef- 
penfe, the learned doctor of Sor- 
bonne and controverting in whole 
arms he died in 1 566) in his very 

Coanftl concerning the reception oj 
the council of Trent in France, al • 

lows that no exception was made 
or could be made to the decrees 
relating to faith, doctrine, the 
conliitutions of the church and 
reformation of manners. The 

objections of Du Moulin to this 
council arc anfweredby the learned 
Peter Gregory of Touloufe, pro- 
feflbr in Jaws at Pont-a-Mouilbn, 
author of the Syntagma jfurtA 
Vniuerjij Sec. This anfwer \a 
prefixed to the work in the edition 
ol'Du MouIin\s writings in fh<: 
volumes folio, at Paris, in s6St. 
Among the fathers who com- 
pofed"thi» council, and whom 

Vtsl 
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lan, or St. Charles's councils, 
language difgraces and derogates 

Fra. Paolo and Courayer traduce 
by the name of Scholafticks, Sec. 
were a great number eminent for 
learning in the fcriptures, fathers, 
antiquities and languages, and 
many for their extraordinary vir- 
tue. Cardinal Poole's learning, 
humility, temper and virtue are 
much extolled by Burnet himfelf. 
Cardinal Stan. Hofius, bimop of 
Warmia in Poland, was one of the 
ablell polemical writers that any 
age ever produced : he was the 
moft dreaded by the hereticks, 
fays Du Pin : and his works are 
a proof how well (killed he was 
in the fcriptures and fathers, how 
clear his underftanding, and how 
found his judgment were. Antony 
AuguiVmus, bimop of Lerida, af- 
terward archbifhop of Tarragona, 
" was one i of the greater! men 
<c that Spain ever bred, 11 fays Du 

Pin ( Bill. p. 131.) 66 and his pi- 
" ety and wifdom were equal to 
<fi his learning. Kis Tr. O/Cor- 
" rc&SKs upon Gratian, is a work 
<c of prodigious labour, of won- 
4C dcrtul cxaclnefs, and of very 
" great ufe. 11 Not to mention 
Ban holomesv de Marty ribus, arch- 
bifhop of Uraguc, Earth. Carran- 
za, archbifliop of Toledo, Tho. 
Campcgius, bifliop of Fcttri (bro- 
ther to cardinal Laurence Campc- 
gius) Aloyhus Lippomannus, bi- 
ihop of Verona, hr. Commendon, 
bifliop of /^acynthus afterward 
cardinal. (See his excellent life 
by Ciratian, tranflated by Flechier) 
Didacus Covarruvias and many 
others ; the proofs of whole eru- 
dition arc traufrnittcd down to us 
in their writings. Betides the pre- 
lates, above an hundred and fifty 
Theologians, fomo of the ablell 
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A barbarous and half Latin 
from the dignity of the fublime 

oracles 

of all catholick nations, attended 
the council, and difcufted every 
point in the conferences. From 
Paris came Nic. Maillard, dean 
of the faculty, Claude de Sanctes, 
famous for his learned work on 
the eucharift and other polemical 
writings : the molt learned Dr. 
Claude dTfpenfe and ten others : 
feveral from other parts of Prance, 
Flanders, Spain, Italy ; many of 
all the principal religious Orders, 
as Peter Soto and Domini ck Soto, 
Spanifh Dominicans, Andrew Ve- 
ga, the learned Spanifh Francif- 
can, Scz. The canoniits of the 
council were not lefs eminent ; 
among theie Scipio Lancelotti 
was afterward cardinal ; as was 
alfo Gabriel Paleota, the intimate 
friend • and pious imitator of St. 
Charles Borromeo. Being made 
archbifliop of Bologna he publifh- 
cd excellent regulations for the 
reformation of difcipline, which 
in eflccm hold the iecond place 
after thofc of St. Charles, though 
inferiour in ftyle. 

Neither is the authority of 
thefe Theologians to be coniidcr- 
ed fingle, but as united with, and 
bearing teflimony for, all other 
abfent catholick doclors, who a- 
jM'eed in all doctrines there ap- 
proved. If any per foil fhoitld 
have advanced fome exotick opi- 
nions, we mull (as Maldonat, the 
Spanifh Jcfuit, in 1565, the full 
profcfl'or in Clermont College at 
Paris, one of the moll learned and 
judicious writers of the uxteciuli 
century, fpeaking of Hefy chins 
and Gregory Nyffen fays) apply 
to him the rule of Vineciuiuci 
Lirinenfis, That the church con- 
forms not to the fent intents ot 

privaw 
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oracles of religion, which by the drzfs which they wear, appear 
quite different things, as fecretary Lucchefini elegantly fliews (6). 
Vol. IV. N n the 



(6) Ibid. 



private men, but thefe afe oblig- 
ed to follow the fentiments of 
the church. It is objected, that 
we are told by hiftorians , that fe- 
Vtral kings and prelates had often 
private views, and employed in- 
trigues in this council, which could 
not be infpired by the Holy Ghoft. 
True it is that paflions eafdy dif- 
■guifc themfelves, and ambition, 
envy and the like vices may in- 
fmuate themfelves into the lanc- 
tuary under falfe cloaks. In the 
firft general council of Nice and 
in the next fucceeding councils 
which Pro tenants ufually re- 
ceive, there fcems more colour 
for bringing fuch a charge againlf. 
fome of the prelates than appear- 
ed at Trent. This council was an 
auembly of prelates and theolo 
^ians eminent for learning and 
piety ; though had it been other- 
wife, notwithstanding the wcalc- 
nefs or wickednefs of men, God 
has engaged to lead the pallors of 
his church into all truth, and pre - 
ferve its faith inviolate through 
all ages by the fuccour and fpecial 
protection he has promifed to af- 
ford it, but which no way necef- 
farily implies an infpiration. The 
very contefts among the prelates 

and kings prove the liberty which 
the council enjoyed : Pius JV. te- 

ililics in his bull for the confirma- 
tion of the council, that he left to 
them the difcuflion even of points 
«f difeipline peculiarly refcrved 
to the holy fee. The promifes 
cl God to his church are the an- 
chor of the catholick faith, which 
i> J) untied down the fame through 



all ages. See the ingenious Mr. 
Abr. Woodhead's treatife On 

the Coimcil of Trent ; alfo Mr. 
Jenkes, on the fame ; and the 

Hifory of the Council of Trent, 

elegantly wrote in Italian by car- 
dinal Pallavicini, in quarto, a- 
gainll that of Fra Paolo Sarpi, 
provincial of the Scrvites at Ve- 
nice, counfellor and theolo- 
gian of that rcpublick, during 
their quarrel with Paul V. Thia 
pope having laid that Hate under 
an interdict on account of cer- 
tain laws concerning ecclefiaftical 
matters, Fra Paolo's warmth car- 
ried him fo far in his writings 
that the pope excommunicated 
him* Pie died in 1625. Many 
reflections which he inferted in 
his Hiftory of the Council demon- 

ftratc him to have been in many 
points a Calvin ill : of which ma- 
ny other proofs are produced. 
F. Co Li ray cr tranflated this hifto- 
ry into French in two volumes 
quarto : and lias interfperfed fe> 
veral new errours in the notes. 
An eminent French prelate 
declared that he had difcovcrcd 
in them a number of hcrefies. See 
cardinal Tencin's Pa floral In- 

flrucliou again 11 this work. It is 
manifeit from the life of bifhop 
]>cdel, and from fcvcral letters of 
Fra' Paolo himfelf, that he \v;ih in 
his heart a Calvin ill, and only 
wailed to gain the rupublick had 
he been able to do it, before he 
declared himfelf, 1 hough in the 

mean time he continued to fay 

0 

inafv, to his dca.h. From 
Couiaycrb Life of thU au- 
thor 
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The Roman Catechifm was publiflied in 1566 (c). St. Charles 
had always about him feveral very learned and virtuous perfons: 
his fpiritual director in Rome was F. Ribera, a learned Jefuit, 
and by his advice he regulated his retreats and devotions. He 
had the grcateft confidence in F. Fereira during the year that he 
detained him in Rome before he returned to Portugal ; and the 
faint converted much with other pious and religious men, and 
was a/lifted by fome in reviewing a courfe of theological fhj- 
dies. He retrenched his retinue, difcharging the greater!: part 
of his domefticks after handfomely recompenfing every one of 
them : he neither wore any filk, nor allowed any in his family 
to do it : he banifhed all fuperfluities from his houfe and table, 
faired once a week on bread and water, and made every clay 
two meditations of an hour. Full of tendernefs for his flock 
he wrote every week long and moft zealous and affectionate 
letters to his grand vicar, and fent fome learned Jefuits thither 
to preach, whom he fettled in the church of St. Vitus. Or- 
manetto began to build a feminary, publiflied the council of 
Trent, held a diocefan fynod in which twelve hundred perfons 
were affembled, and made the vifitation of the churches and 
monafteries of the city, and part of the country. But finding 
it impoflible to reform all abufes he wrote to St. Charles begg- 
ing leaving to return to his curacy, and reprefenting to him 
that no other but himfelf could pat things upon a proper foot- 
ing. This advice pierced the good paftor to the quick, and he 
renewed his felicitations with his uncle with fo much carneft- 

nefs 



thor prefixed to his tranftation of 

this work, Fra Paolo's Calvinifm 
undeniably appears, howfoever 
the tranflator labours to palliate 
it. Though a Calvinill, he might 
have been a lincere hittorian ; but 
his duplicity in diffembling his 
religious fentiments contrary to 
his principles, mult weaken his 
credit ; and that he has retailed 
notorious flanders to mi fre pre fent 
the tranfactions of the popes, &c. 
5s clearly proved upon him by 
Pallavicini, as Dr. Fiddcs in his 
Life of Cardinal IVolfty acknow- 
ledges, and fhews in an important 
inilanee. 

( c) Some recommend this ca- 
techifm and the Acts of the church 
of Milan, with Melchior Cano, 
Dc Loiis Vbcfhgicis, to the dili- 



gent fludy of young theologians, 

to form their Latin flyle on ec- 
clcfiaftical fubjecls. St. Charles 
took care of the new edition 
of the Roman Miffal and Bc*viarj» 
ThcRubricks (or prefcriptions and 
directions relating to the rites ob- 
ferved in the liturgy) formerly 
were comprifed in books apart. 
E urc hard, mailer of ceremonies 
to Innocent VI IT. compiled the 
moil correct, collection, which 
was printed at Rome in the firll 
edition of the Pontifical, in 
and infer ted in a miflal printed at 
Venice, in 1 54.2. At the fuggeftion 
of St. Charles, pope Pius V. 
caufed them to be reduced into 
better order, and printed in all 
miflala, in 1 570. 
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nefs that he obtained leave to go to Milan, but only to hold a 
provincial council, and make his vifitation. 

King Philip II. had fettled upon St. Charles a yearly penfiort 
of nine thoufand crowns, and confirmed to hi in the gift of 
the principality of Oria, which he had before beftowed on his 
elder brother Frederick. The pope before his departure created 
him legate a latere through all Italy. The faint left Rome on 
the hrit of September in 1565, flopped fome days at Bologna 
where he was legate, and was received at Milan with the ut- 
moft joy and pomp that can be imagined, the people calling him 
in their acclamations a-fecond St. Ambrofe. After having prayed 
a long time proftrate before the B\e{Ted Sacrament in the great 
church he went to his palace, and received vifits, but made this 
neceffary ceremony of civility as fhort as poilible. On Sunday 
he made a pathetick fermon, and foon after opened his fl r/i pro- 
vincial council, .at which amfted two foreign cardinals, and eleven 
fuffragan bifhops, among whom were Bernardin Scoti, cardi- 
nal of Trani, bifhop of Placentia, Guy Ferrier, bifhop of Ver- 
cclli (to whom St. Charles gave the cardinal's hat in this coun- 
cil by his uncle's deputation), Jerom Vida, the famous bifhop 
of Alba and Nicholas Sfondrat, bifhop of Cremona, after- 

ward pope Gregory XIV. Five fuffragan bifhops (of whbm two 
were cardinals) fent deputies, being themfelves hindered from 
making their appearance ; the fuffragan fee of Ventimil was vacant. 
The dignity, majefty and piety with which this council was ce- 
lebrated by a young cardinal only twenty-fix years of age, and 
the excellence of its regulations for the reception and obfervanec 
of the council of Trent, for the reformation of the clergy, the 
celebration of the divine office, the adminiftration of the facia- 
ments, the manner of giving catechifm in all parifh churches on 
Sundays and Holydays, and many other points, furprifed every 
one ; and the pope wrote to St. Charles a letter of congratula- 
tion (7). When the council was broke up, St. Charles fct about 
the villtation of his diocefs ; but went through Verona to Trent, 
by the pope's orders, to receive the two fillers oi* the cmpcrour 

N n 2 Ma:d- 

(7) Giuflano, 1. 1. c. ix. Raynald. ad an. 1565. n.26. Ciaco- 
nius, T. 3. p. 892. 



(</) Vidfl, the delight of chriftian 
poets, was born at Cremona in 
1470, was made bifhop of Alba 
in the Montferrat in 1533, and 
died on the t went y-fc veil th of 
^ptember in 1 566, in the ninr- 
ty-lixth year of his age. 1 lis 
l>uvm ou the Art ofPvit'j b ex- 



cellent : th.it on the Came <it 
Chefs t and his Chriji i<uIos, and 
fomc of his hymns and pa ft orals 
arc juilly admired : hue die Silk- 
nvarm is his mailer-piece. See 

Dc Thou, ///'//. I. 38. Baillft, 

'Yui'tT?:. tits / -7 v.- ,y.(, T. v and 
liia life prefixed to hij work:.. 
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Maximilian II. Barbara, married to Alphonfus of Efti, duke 
of Fcrrara, and Jane, married to Francis of Medicis, duke 
of Florence. The former he attended to Ferrara, and the 
latter as far as Fiorenzola in Tufcany, where he received 
news by an exprefs that the pope lay dangeroufly ill. He 
haftened to Rome, and being informed by the phyficians 
that his uncle's life was defpaired of, he went into his 
chamber, and fhewing him a crucifix which he held in his hand, 
iaid to him : cc Mo ft holy father, all your defires and thoughts 
fcC ought to be turned towards heaven. Behold Jefus Chrift 
<c crucified, who is the only foundation of our hope: he is our 
cc mediator and advocate : the victim and facrifice for our fins. 
<c He is goodnefs and patience itfelf : his mercy is moved by 
tc the tears of finncrs, and he never rcfufes pardon and grace 
cc to thofe who afk it with a truly contrite and humbled heart." 
He then conjured his Holinefs to grant him one favour, as the 
great eft he had ever received from him. The pope faid, any 
tiling in his power fhould he granted him. iC The favour which 
* c I moft earneftly beg, faid the faint, is that as you have but 
* 6 a very fhort time to live, you lay afide all worldly bufinefs 
cc and thoughts, and employ you r ftrcngth and all your powers 
ct in thinking on your falvation, and in preparing yourfelf to 
tc the heft of your power for your laft pa/Tage." His Holinefs 
received this tender advice with great comfort, and the cardinal 
gave Uriel- orders that no one fhould fpeak to the pope upon any 
other fubjccTh He continued by his uncle's bedfide to his laft 
breath, never ceafmg to difpofe him for death by all the pious 
practices and fenriments which his charity could fuggeft ; and 
ndminiftering himfelf the Viaticum and cxtrcme-undtion. 
Pope Pius IV. was alfo afliftcd in his laft moments by St. Philip 
Neri 9 and died on the tenth of December, in 1 5 65, being 
jlxty-fix years and nine months old, and having fat fix years 
wanting fix teen days. His laft words as he expired were : 
Jaord^ nciv lettrft thou thy fervant depart in peace. In the con- 
clave, in which St. Charles had much the grcateft fway, our 
faint's conduit was fuch as convinced his collcgues that he had 
nothing but the glory of God and the good of the church at 
heart, and that the moft fubtle paffions which fo often blind 
men in their views, and infinuate themfclvcs into their actions, 
had no place in his heart. At firft he had thoughts of preferr- 
ing cardinal Moronc, whofe moderation, zeal and experience 
had recommended him at Trent, or the moft pious cardinal 
Sirletj but finding obllacles raifed , he concurred ftrcnuoufly to 
the promotion of St. Pius V. though he was a creature of the 
Caraftas, and confequently cftcemed no friend t6 his uncle and 
his family. 'The faint in his letter to cardinal Henry of Portu- 
gal, giving an account of this clcdtion, fays that entering into 

care 
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the conclave he had looked upon it as his principal duty and 
care to watch over himfelf with great circumspection, and exa- 
mined narrowly his heart for fear of being fed uccd by any per- 
fonal affection or intereft which might have any fecret influence, 
and infect the purity of his views and intention. St. Pius V, 
who was cho fen on the feventh of January in 1566, did all in 
his pov/er to engage St. Charles to flay at Rome, and accept of 
the fame employments which he had enjoyed under his predc- 
ceflbr. But f.hc holy archbifhop feared that even to refign his 
church, without having remedied the diforders which had taken 
root in it, would have been to abandon it ; and pre/Ted his re- 
turn to his people with fuch zeal that the pope, after having 
taken his advice for fcvcral days, di unified him with his bluf- 
fing- 

St. Charles arrived at Milan in April j 566, and went vigo- 
roufly to work for the reformation of his diocefs. He began by 
the regulation- of his own family, confidering that the tafk would 
be eaficr when all he could prefcribe to others was already prac- 
tifedat home. Pie laboured in the fir ft place for the mo ft perfect 
fancl:i ficat ion of his own foul, the epifcopal character being a 
ftate of the greateft perfection and fanctity, and was moft fevere 
towards himfelf. " The aufterities which lie praiTifed amidffc 
the incredible fatigues of his apoftolick life feem almoft exeef- 
five. His fafts were at firft moderate that he might inure his 
body by degrees to greater feverities : but for a long time he 
continued every week to increafe them out of an earncft defire 
of practicing every means of advancing in the path of chriftian 
perfection. Yet his aufterities were difcrcet, and even at the 
end of his life ins ftrength feemcd never to fail him for his func- 
tions : it feemed to redouble through his 'zeal when extraordi- 
nary fatigues prefented themfelvcs, to that he never funk under 
any burden. To exclude the imperfection of fecretly fecking 
his own will in his aufterities, (which he faid was to cor- 
rupt our penance) he treated his body with an entire indiffer- 
ence, and eat either wheat or black bread or chefrnurs ; 
and drank either clear, dirty or fnow water, fuch as he met 
with where he came. For fcvcral years before his death lie 
faded every day on bread and water, Sundays anil Holy days only 
excepted, on which he took with his bread fume pulfe, herbs 
or apples j but never touched any flefh, fifl), eggs or wine ; 
nor would he allow the water he drank to have been warmed. 
In Lent he abflained even from bread, and lived on dried li^s 
and boiled beans: in Holy Week his food was only a final I bit- 
ter fort of peafe which he eat raw. Th..: whole year he never 
eat often er than once a day. From a violent cold and long 
fickne/s which he had contracted whilft he was a fludent at 
Pavia 5 in the twentieth year of his age, he was for many years 

N n 3 troubled 
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troubled with phlegm, which caufed frequent diforders in his 
health ; and which no remedies could cure till by this excefiive 
abftemioufnefs it was perfectly removed. Whence it became a 
proverb to call a long and rigorous abftinence, 6C The remedy 
4C of cardinal Borromeo The archhifhop of Valentia in 

Spain, and F. Lewis of Granada for whom the faint had the 
hioheli: cfteem, both wrote to him in the ftrongeir manner, in- 
i'dl'mg that fuch exce/Jive rigours were incompatible with the 
labours of the epifcopal charge. St. Charles anfwered the for- 
mer, that he found the contrary by experience 5 and that as 
lo the fatigues of the miniftry, a bifhop mutt look upon it as 
the greateft bappinefs that could befal him if he ]ofl his life in 
fervm:* his church for which Chrift died : therefore ought not 
too nicc.lv to fpare himfclf in the difcharge of his functions. To 
y. Graiuda the faint anfwered, that the Chryfoftoms, the Spi- 
ndions, the Bafils, and many other bifhops of very cxtenfive 
fees, lived in the practice of perpetual watchings and fails, yet 
many of them arrived at a very advanced age. Pope Gregory 
XiU. commanded him by a brief to moderate his aufterities. 
The faint received this order after he had pa fled the Lent to the 
}ait week without any other food than dried figs ; and in com- 
pliance mitigated fomc little of his intended rigours in Holy- 
Week. He wrote to his Holinefs, declaring his readinefs to 
obey, but aiTuring him that he found by experience that a fpare 
diet was conducive to his health. Whereupon the pope left him 
to his difcretion ; and the fame rigid life he continued to his 
death. St. Charles conftantly wore a rough hairfliirtj took 
very little reft ; and before great fcftivals pafled the whole night 
in watching. When others advifed him to allow more to the 
necetfity of nature, he ufed to fay, his uncle John James of 
Midicis, a famous captain, and many other generals only flcpt 
a lhort time in a chair in the night: cc and ought not a bifhop 
who is engaged in a warfare againft hell," faid he," cc to do 
vw as much?" The faint only flept fitting in a chair, or lying 
down upon a rough bed in his clothes* till at the earned requcft 
of the bifhops of his province he consented to alter this cuftom. 
From which time he lay on a bed of flraw, having for 



(c) Lewis Cornaro, a noble- 
man of Venice, was cured of a 
complication of dilcafes, and pro- 
tracted a life which, was defpaired 
of at forty, to an hundred years, 
by taking to a fpare diet; his daily 
allowance of bread and other eat- 
ables being only twelve ounces, 

and of drink fourteen. He died 



at Padua, in i$66. His book 

on the Ad<vafringcs o/T wiperewce, 
or of an ahjlemiotis Jobcr "j 1 '* 

was tranflatcd into Latin by Lcf- 
ftus, who by the fame method 
reflored a weak broken confuta- 
tion, and died in 1623a fixty- 

nine years old* 
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his pillow a fack filled with ftraw, without any other covering 
than a poor counterpan fluffed with ftraw, and two coarfc fheets 
laid on a ftraw bed. His patience in bearing cold and all other 
hardfhips he carried to a like excefs. When one would have 
had a bed aired for him, he faid with a fmile : cc The bed way 
" not to find the bed cold is to go colder to bed than the bed 
cc is." The bifhop of Afti, in his funeral oration, faid of him : 
£c Out of his revenues he expended nothing for his own ufe 
cc except what was necefTary for buying a little bread and water 
<£ for his diet, and ftraw for his bed. When I attended him 
cc in making a vifitation in the valley Mefolcina, a very cold 
<( country, I found him ftudying in the night in a finglc black 
<c tattered old gown. I intreated him if he would not pcriffi 
cc with cold, to put on fomc better garment. He anfwered 
cc me fmiling : What will you fay if I have no other ? The 
cc robes which I am obliged to wear in the day belong to the 
cc dignity of cardinal : but this garment is my own, and I will 
<c have no other either for winter or fummer." Out of the 
mod fcrupulous love of purity he would never fufFer any fer- 
vant to fee his arm or foot - or any other part of his body that 
was ufually covered, bare ; neither would he fpeak to any wo- 
man, not even to his pious aunt, or fitters, or any nun, but in 
fight at leaft of two perfons, and in as few words as poffible. 
Seeing one of his chaplains drink once out of meals, he feverely 
chid him, faying : ct It is better to naffer thirft than to gratify 
41 fenfuality." His aufterities arc not mentioned as imi tabic ; 
yet ought to excite all to tjie conftant practice of fome morti- 
fication, in order to keep the fenfes in due fubjeclion, and to 
make our lives a conftant martyrdom of penance. But the 
cflential mortification is that of the will and the paffions, to 
which this exteriour is a great help. How eminently St. Charles 
excelled herein appears by his humility, mecknefs, and entire 
difengagement from all earthly things. So deeply was he ground- 
ed in the knowledge and contempt of himfelf that the highefi- 
honours which he enjoyed under his uncle made no impreffion 
upon his mind : he regarded them as burdens, and declined all 
except rhofe which he was obliged to accept tor the good of the 
church and the falvation of fouls. Jn his undertakings he never fuf- 
fe red any thing to be afcribed to himfelf but faults. At Milan he 
removed out of his palace the fine fculptures, paintings and hang- 
ings, and efpccially the arms of his family, which fome had put 
up before his arrival : nor would he fuffer his name, or the ainys 
of his family, but only thofe of his biflioprick, to be let up 
upon any edifices which he raifocl. Under his robes he wore a 
very poor garment which he called his own, and which was fa 
mca% and ufually fo old and ragged, that once a beggar refufed 
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to accept of it. His fervants he chiefly employed in other af- 
fairs, hut did every thing for himfclf that he could, and it was 
his delight even to feive others : though he did this in fuch a 
manner as never to do any thing unbecoming his dignity, bcino- 
fcnfiblc what he owed to his rank. The Jeaft £hadow of praife 
or flattery was mod: hateful to him. All fupcrnatural favours 
and interiour graces and confolations which he received in prayer, 
he was moft careful to conceal ; and he had a little cell in the 
garrets of his paLec at a di fiance from the chambers of other?, 
to which he often retired. He never fpokc of his own actions unt- 
ied to afk advice or to condemn himfclf. It was an extreme plea- 
furc to him to converfe with, and to catechife the poor, which fie 
did among the poor inhabitants of the wildeft mountains. The 
bifhop of Ferrara coming to meet him when he was occupied 
in the vifitation of a poor valley, found him fick of an ague, ly- 
ing on a coarfe bed in a very poor cottage. At the fight he was fo 
ftruck as to be fcarce able to fpeak. St. Charles perceiving his con- 
fufion, told him he was treated very well, and much better than 
he defcrved. The accent with which he fpoke this aflonifhed 
the bifhop much more than what he faw. If he was put in 
mind of any fault, he exprefled the moft fincere gratitude ; and 
he gave a commilTion to two prudent and pious priefls of his 
houfhold to put him in mind of every thing they faw amifs in 
his aclions, and he often begged that favour of ftrangers. The 
fweetnefs and gravity with which he reproved or exhorted others 
was the fruit of his fincere humility and charity. From his child- 
hood mildnefs fecmcd to form his character, and even in his 
youth he feemcd never to feel any emotion of anger againfl 
fchool-fellows or others. This virtue was daily more and more 
perfected in him as he advanced in the victory over himfelr. 
The moft atrocious injuries, even accufations fent to the king 
of Spain againfl him, and the blackeft adlions of ingratitude 
never difcompofed his mind : and defamatory libels pubh'fhed 
jigainft him he burnt without reading them, or inquiring after 
the authors, A certain prieft who took delight in rinding fault 
with his actions he kept conftantly in his family, treated him 
with the grcatefl regard, and in his will left him. a penfion for 
life upon his efiate. The faint's tongue was always the inter- 
preter of his heart : his candour and fincerity appeared in all his 
words aqd tran liiclions, and his promifes were inviolable. The 
confidence which every one on this account repofed in him 
fhewed the incomparable advantage which a character of flrict 
fincerity and veracity gives over lying and hvpocrify, wfiieh the 
faint could never bear in any one. He refufed difpenfatioiu 
and grants which fecmcd unjufr, with invincible firmnefs, but 
V/4th (o WUcU fweetneis US to inake the nartjes thcmfelves enter 
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into his reafons. Thus when a lady of great quality deft* red 
leave to go into a monaftery to fee her daughter who lay dying, 
the faint reprefented to her, that fuch a vifit would be a very 
friort fatisfa&ion : but that the edification of her example ia 
preferring the rule of inclofure would be of great advantage to 
the church : in which the lady voluntarily acquiefced. The 
management of his temporalities he left entirely to (rewards of 
approved probity and experience, whofe accounts he took once 
a year. To infpfre his clergy with the love of holy poverty he 
fevcrcly reproved even bifhops who difcovered a fpirit of inter- 
ellcdnefs ; and he ufed to repeat to them the prayer of St. Au- 
flin, who often begged of God that he would take from his 
heart the love of riches, which ftrangely withdraws a man from 
the Jove of God, and alienates his affections from fpi ritual exer- 
cifes : certainly nothing can bebafer in a miniflerof the altar, or 
more unworthy, and more contrary to, his character than that 
foul paflion. When others told him he ought to have a garden 
at Milan to take the air in, his anfwer was, that the holy fcrip- 
turcs ought to be the garden of a bifhop. If any fpoke to him 
of fine palaces or gardens, he faid, We ought to build, and to 
think of, eternal houfes in heaven. When he came to refide 
at .Milan, though his revenues when he left Rome amounted 
to above an hundred thoufand crowns a year, including his le- 
gations or governments, he reduced them to twenty thoufand 
crowns, for he refer ved nothing befides the income of his arch- 
biihoprick, the penfion which the king of Spain had granted 
him, and a penfion upon his own eflate. His other benefices 
he refigncd, or converted into colleges and feminarics for the 
education of youth. He made over the marquifate of Roma- 
gonora to Frederick Ferrier his kinfman, and his other cflates 
in the Milanefe to his uncles the counts of Borromeo, thofc 
creates being feoffments or perpetual entails in the family, though 
his lor life. The principality of Oria in the kingdom of Naples, 
which yielded him ten thoufand ducats a year, for his life, he 
fold for forty thoufand crowns : which fum was brought to his 
palace, according to the terms of the fale. But he could not 
bear the thought of a trcafure lodged in a hi/hop's houfe, and 
ordered his almoner to diflribute the whole without delay among 
the poor and the Jiofpitals. When the Jill which the almoner 
fhewed him for the diflribution, amounted by mifktkc to forty- 
two thoufand crowns, the faint faid the milhikc was too much 
to the advantage of the poor to be corrected ; and the forty- 
two thoufand crowns were accordingly di/lributcd in one day. 
When the officers of king Philip II. feized the cattle of Arena 
for the crown, in which a garri/on was always kept, and which 

Was the jnoft honourable title of the family of Jjurromco, 



542 St. CHARLES BORROMEO, B. C. Nov. 4- 

and of the whole country, the faint could not be prevailed upon 
to fend any remonftrances to the court, or to make intereft to 
recover it. Upon the death of his brother Frederick he caufed the 
rich furniture, jewels 5 paintings and other precious effects to be 
fold at Rome, Milan and Venice, and the price, which amoun- 
ted to thirty thoufand crowns, he gave to the poor. When he 
came fir ft to refide at Milan, he fold plate and other effects to 
the value of thirty thoufand crowns, and applied the whole fum 
for the relief of diflrelTed families in that diocefs. Count Fre- 
derick's widow, Virginia of Rouera, left him by will a legacy of 
twenty thoufand crowns ; which he made over to the poor 
without touching a farthing of it. His chief almoner who was 
a pious prieft named Julius Petrucci, was ordered to give a- 
mong the poor of Milan, of whom he kept an exact lift, two 
hundred crowns a month, befides whatever extraordinary funis 
he fhould call upon the ftewards for, which were very frequent, 
and fo great that they were obliged to contract confiderable 
debts to fatisfy them, of which they often complained to St. 
Charles, but could not prevail with him to moderate his alms. 
The faint would never fufFer any beggar to be difmiffed with- 
out fome alms, wherever he was. Hofpitality the faint looked 
upon as a bifhop's indifpenfable duty, and he was moft obliging 
and liberal in entertaining princes, prelates and ftrangers of all 
ranks, but often at the table at which his upper family eat all 
together, and without dainties or luxury ; and he endeavoured 
as much as pofftble to conceal his own abftemioufnefs ; of which 
he would not fufFer the leaft fign to be given or notice taken, 
every one being free to eat as he plea fed at his table. His libe- 
rality appears in many monuments which yet remain at Rome, 
Milan, and in many parts of that diocefs. The church of St. 
Praxedes at Rome, .which gave him the title of cardinal, was 
magnificently repaired and aim oft rebuilt by him. He adorned 
the church of St. Mary Major, of which he was arch-prieft. At 
Bologna whilfl he was legate there, he built the publick fchools 
in a f lately and finiflied manner, with a beautiful fountain in the 
middle of the city. At Milan he did many things to adorn the 
metropol ideal church, and built houfes for all the canons of an 
admirable architecture, with a fubterrancous paflage for them 
to go to the church without being fecn by any one : alfo a 
dwelling place for the reft of the clergy of that church : and 
the archicpi (copal palace, chapel, prifons, and ftables : die great 
feminary at Milan, and two other feminarics there : three more 
in other parts of the diocefs : the convent of capuchins (whom 
he eflabliihcd at Milan) with apartments for his clergy to make 
retreats there, near one of his feminarics. He fettled at Milan 
tho Theutins : alfo the Jefuits, whole college of Brcra he found- 
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cd at Milan, and to whom he made over for the foundation o^ 
their novitiate, his abbey of St. Gratinian at Aronia. It would, 
be tedious to enumerate the pious fettlemcnts he made for his 
Oblats, and the churches, hoipitals and other publick buildings 
which he repaired or adorned. The revenues of his arcbbifhop- 
rick he divided into three parts, one of which was appropriated 
to his houfhold, another to the poor, and the third to the re- 
paration of churches : and the accounts of thefe revenues to the 
laft farthing he laid before his provincial councils, faying he was 
no more than the adminiffrator and fleward. Though lie ten- 
derly loved his relations, he vifitedthem only twice or thrice a 
year ; and if they fent him any recommendations he was more 
fcrupulous and fevere in examining the affairs or parties than in 
any others, fearing the danger of any biafs upon his mind. He 
employed no clergyman of his kindred in the government of his 
diocefs, and refigned none of the benefices which had been con- 
ferred ort him in his youth to any of them. He indeed educated 
his coufin-german Frederick Borromeo in the college he had 
founded in Pavia, and he became one of the greateft ornaments 
c r the church {f)> The faint exprefTed always a particular joy 
w^en he found any opportunity of ferving his enemies, or of 
returning good for evil. This watchfulncfs over his heart 
asainft all inordinate affections made him alfo watchful in his 
words, in which he was very fparing, and careful never to fay 
any thing fuperfluous. Fearing to mifpend, or rob from the 
great obligations of his charge, one moment of his time, he laid 
it all out in ferious employments ; at table or whilft his hair 
was cutting, he liftened to fome pious book that was read to 
him, or he dictated letters or inflructions. When he faffed ort 
bread and water, and dined in private, he eat and read at the 
fame time, and on his knees when the book was the holy fcrip- 
ture ; and at the fame time his checks were often watered a- 
bundantly with his tears. After dinner he gave audience to 
his country vicars (g) and curates inftead of converfmg. In his 
journeys lie always either prayed or ftudied on the road, and in 
the regular diflribution of his time allowed himfelf none for re- 



creation, finding in the different employments of his charge both 

corporal 



{/) Cardinal Frederick Bor- 
romeo (younger fan of count Ju- 
lius Cxiar, brother to count Gil- 
bert, our taint's father) walked in 
the Heps of St. Charles, was con- 
fee rated archbifliup of Milan, in 
1 coc, and died in 163 3. He ce- 
lebrated the feventh council of 

Milan in 1609, wrote ieveral pi- 



ous works, and founded the fa- 
mous Anibrofian Library at Mi, 
lan, which is faid now to con- 
tain thirty-eight thoufand volumes 
including fourteen thoufand nia- 
nufcripts, with many excellent 
pictures, and literary curiolities 
and monuments. 

(g) Vic aril Far and* 
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corporal exercife and relaxation of the mind fufKcient for main- 
taining the vigour of the mind and health of body. He faid , 
that 6C A bifhop ought never to take a walk either alone or 
ct with others." Certain perfons telling him, that a very ex- 
perienced and pious director faid, a perfon ought generally to 
allow himfelf feven hours for reft every night, he faid bifhops 
mud be excepted from that rule. When fome perfons told him, 
he ought to read fome news-papers in order to be acquainted 
with certain publick tranfacHons, for his own conduct on cer- 
tain occafions, and might fpare now and then three or four mi- 
nutes for this, he made anfwer, that a bifhop ought totally to 
employ his mind and heart in meditating on the law of God ; 
which he cannot do who fills his foul with the vain curiofities of 
the world : and he attends more eafily to God who hears lead 
of them. To make recreations an employ, or to give to them 
any confiderable time, or to indulge an eagernefs or paffion af- 
ter hearing news is a vicious and vain curiofity, floth and diffi- 
pation of mind, moil pernicious to the fpirit of devotion, and 
particularly contrary to the gravity and fan£r.ity of a clerical 
ftate. Motives of charity to ourfelves or others, may fandtify 
fome fmall degree of fuch amufements or actions which St. 
Charleses great dignity and authority allowed him the happy li- 
berty of entirely retrenching, and pra&ifing in the world a vir- 
tue no lefs fever e than that of the mo ft auftere penitential reli- 
gious Order. It was a rule which he inviolably obferved to go 
every morning toconfeflion, before he faid mafs, and to make a 
fpiritual retreat twice every year, in each of which he made a 
general confeflion for the time fince his laft fpiritual exercifes. 
After employing many hours on his knees in aftonifhing fenti- 
ments of compunction, he accufed himfelf of the leaf! failings 
and omiffions with abundance of tears. His confeflbrs at Milan 
were F.Francis Adorno, a very pious Jefuit, and an interiour 
man whom he had invited from Genoa ; under whofe direction 
he mod, frequently made his retreats: but fomctimes under F. 
Alexander Saulo, a Barnabite (afterward bifhop of Pavia) of 
whofe virtue and prudence he had from experience the higheft 
opinion. The firft retreat and general confeflion which he made 
with this holy director in 1568, the faint ever after called his 
convcrilon to God : fo great was the fpiritual profit which he 
reaped from it. But St. Charles's ordinary confeiTor was Mr. 
Gryftydh Roberts (b) a Wclchman, a canon and theologal of 

the 
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©fen anus many Kn^Hfli clergy- 
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the great church. A prieft from once hearing the faint's con- 
feflion might learn the moil perfe£r. leflbns of his duties in all his 
aftions : nor could thofe who had any acquaintance with his in- 
teriour, fufEciently admire the purity of his confcience, the 
wonderful light with which be difcerned the lean: failings, or 
the fervour of his compunction, and the fincerity of his humi- 
lity, by which he efteemed himfelf the laft of creatures, and of 
aJl others the moft unfaithful and un^rztcful to God. It hap- 
pened once that in giving the holy communion at Brefcia, by 
the fault of him who ferved at mafs, he let the hoft fall : for 
which in the deepen: compunction and humiliation he farted 
moft rigoroufly eight days, and abftained four days from faying 
mafs. Except on this occafion he never omitted to fay mafs 
every day, even in his journeys, and greater! hurries of bufi- 
nefs, unlefs in extreme fits of illnefs, and then he at lead re- 
ceived every day the holy communion. . Out of refpect and de- 
votion to the adorable facrifice he always kept a rigorous filencc 
(unlefs fome important bufinefs intervened) from the evening 
prayer and meditation till the next day after mafs, and his long 
thankfgiving. He prepared himfelf to offer the facrifice by the 
facramcnt of penance, and by many vocal and mental prayers ; 
and ufed to fay that it was unbecoming a prieft to apply his mind 
to any temporal bufinefs before that great duty. He always re- 
cited the divine office on his knees with his head bare, and his 
foul feemed all the while abforpt in God. The better to fix his 
attention he never faid any part of it by heart, but read it all in 

the breviary '. which practice he recommended to all his clcrgv. 
He never would be excufed from any part of it in any ficknefs, 
how grievous foever ; except .the day before he died ; 
and on that would have his chaplain recite it by him upon his 
knees, and attended to it with great devotion. He always faid 
each part as near as might be to the canonical hour to which it 
corresponded: but on Sundays and Holydays fung it all in choir 
in the great church, and palled there the grcateft part of thofe 
days after the publick office on his knees before a private altar. 
He had an extraordinary devotion to the Blcffed Virgin, under 
whofe patronage he put all his colleges : he had a fingular de- 
votion to St. Ambrofe and the other faints of his church ; anil 
had a great veneration for holy rclicks. He carried always about 

him, 



in Italy) was afterward provofl 
of our Lady's at Cambray, and 
alive in 1600. He gave St. 
Charles's cardinal's cap to Mr. 
Harley, provott. of St. G cry's, 
who in 1 61 6 gave it to the J£n{> • 
hih Iccular college at Dou*u, 



where it is preferred in a decent 
reliquary. JSilhop Owen I.cwU 
w:iu lent by (ire^ory X I J . in 
Iity of nuncio to the bwit/ci 
and died at Rojue in 1 v;-;. tfc£ 
IKdielli, //»•■/. .V*.* i >i. I ij. 



546 St. CHARLES BORROMEO, BG. Nov. 4, 

him, among others in a gold croft, a particle of the true crofs 
of Chrift, and a fmall image of St- Ambrofe. He always kept 
with great refpect a little picture of bifhop Fiflier who was put 
to death for his religion under Henry VIII. in England (/). 
The paflion of Chrift was a conftant object of his devotions and 
meditations. At Rome he frequently fpent five hours together 
on his knees in the chapel of the holy pillar, in the church of 
St. Praxedes, and fo in other places of devotion ; fometimes 
whole days or nights. Having once parTed the night in the 
church of St. Sebaftian at the Catacumbs, he fpent the day 
following- in that of St. Affiles. But what was moft aftonifhino- 
and edifying was the extraordinary exteriour and interiour recol- 
lection with which he prayed. His extreme care that neither 
perfons nor bufinels (unlefs in fome prefling neceflity) fhould 
interrupt or difturb him at that time, and his ftrict: watchfulnefs 
over his eyes and all his fenfes, made it eafy for his foul to 
remain totally abforpt in the divine prefence, and condemned 
thofe who by neglecting thefe precautions, and the due prepa- 
ration of their fouls, prefent themfelves before God rather to 
mock him than to pray. The foot of the altar was the centre 
cf this faint's delights, as he fometimes called it. When he 
was drawn away he left his heart there in defire, to continue 
paying to God without interruption the homage of praife and 
Jove, and imploring his mercy. He never faid any prayer, or 
performed any religious ceremony with precipitation, whatever 
bufineis of importance he had upon his hands, how much fo- 
ever was prefled for time 3 or how long foevcr his functions con- 
tinued, which was fometimes from morning till late in the 
night. In giving audience, and in the greatefr. hurry of exteri- 
our affairs, his very countenance, all his words, and his mo- 
defty flic wed his mind to be perfectly recollected in God, the 
centre of his heart, his repofe, flrength and comfort. From 
this fpirit of prayer .> and the ardent love of God which burned 

in 



(i) Pope Benedict XIV. ex- 
prelled on every occafion the 
higheft veneration for the memo- 
ry of thofe great men and holy 
martyrs bifhop Fifhcr and Sir 
Thomas More. See L. dc Ca?io- 
mx. SS. &c. The life of the former 
byDr.Bailey is very defective. His 
manufcript life in the Norfolk 
Library, belonging to the Royal 
Society, furnilhes other memoirs. 

Sir Thomas Morels life by his 

grandfon is juftly cltecmcd j alfo 



that wrote by Dr. Staplcton is 
well executed : but even the for- 
mer is capable of very great im- 
provements both from our own 
and foreign writers, and from his 
own works. 

Cardinal Poole, equally great iu 
profperity and inadverfity, whom 
many trials of the fevcreft kind 
feem to have equalled to martyrs, 
was not a lefs honour to his age 
and country than the two forego- 
ing great men. 
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in his breaft, his words infufed a certain fpiritual joy into others, 
gained their hearts, and kindled in them a ftrong defire of per- 
fevering in virtue, and cheerfully fuffering all things for its fake. 
One word fpoke by him frequently fo animated flothful or de- 
fending priefts that they counted labours their gain, and braved 
dangers without fear. St. Philip Neri teftifled that he once faw 
the faint's countenance Alining with an heavenly brightnefi. 
The practice of always walking in the divine prefencehe ftrong- 
Jy recommended as the principal means of attaining to chriftian 
virtue. To a gentleman who begged he would prefcribe him 
the rules of advancing in piety, he gave this anfwer : cc He 
" who defires to make any progrefs in the fervice of God muffc 
iC begin every day of his life with new ardour, muft keep him- 
cc felf in the presence of God as much as poffible, and muft 
c< have no other view or end in all his adlions but the divine 
tc honour. 99 

The faint who laboured fo ftrenuoufly for the ftnftificatioii 
of his own foul, began the reformation of his dioce fs by the 
regulation of his own family : including the vicars and the offi- 
cers of their courts, it confifted of about an hundred perfons, 
the greateft part being clergymen whom he employed in his 
own affairs, and in thofe of his diocefs. All the priefts were 
obliged to go to confeffion once a week, the others at lea ft 
once a month, and to communicate at the archbifhop's hands. . 
The priefts faid mafs every day : all aflifted every day at regular 
prayers at night and morning, meditations and pious reading : 
abftained from flefh all Wednesdays, and all Advent : fafted ma- 
ny Vigils befides thofe of precept, and on faft-days had no -re- 
gular collation, but thofe that called for it were allowed to take 
an ounce and half of bread. No perfon in his family was ever 
to cxpecl: any benefice from him ; fo much did he dread the 
danger of* fimony ftealing into any one's intention in ferving 
him. When one of them had obtained a fmall benefice from 
his grand vicar, St. Charles di (charged him ; though he had a 
good opinion of his learning and virtue, and afterward recom- 
mended him to another bifhop. All were allowed handfomc? 
falaries, and were ftrictly forbid to receive prefents from any 
one. Idlenefs was banifhed his houfc, and thofe who at any 
time were not employed, were obliged to read the lives of faints 
or other pious books. St. Charles had about him perfons of the 
greateft learn mg and piety, whofc advice he took in all matters 
of moment : and he took no refolution of importance without 
having earneftly implored the light of heaven by his own and 
others prayers ; whence his refolutions were in oft prudent and 
happy. His houfhoid was a rnofl regular community, and all 

dined together in a common rcfe&ory. Out of the clergy that 

com- 
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compofed his family, twelve became eminent bifliops, and ma- 
ny were employed by popes in quality of nuncios, and in other 
great potts in the government of the church. Ormanetto, his 
grand vicar, (who was afterward bifhop of Padua) had two 
other afliflants who were alfo grand vicars; for St. Charles efta- 
blifhed a vicariat that things might be done with deliberation 
and counfel, which many other bifhops imitated. He alfo ap- 
pointed fixty forancous or country vicars (whofe authority and 
commiflion was limited by particular mandates) thcfe were mofl> 
Iy the rural deans ; they held frequent conferences, and infpecV 
cd the behaviour of the curates under their jurifdidtion, admo 
nifhed them of their faults, and, if necefTary, informed the arch- 
bifliop or vicar-general. The diocefs of Milan when the faint 
arrived in it, with regard to ignorance and difordcrs, was in the 
moll deplorable condition. The great truths of falvation were 
little known or underftood, and religious practices were pro- 
faned by grofs abufes, and difgraced by fuperftition. The fa- 
craments were generally neglected, the priefts fcarce knew 
how to adminifrer them, and were flothful, ignorant and de- 
bauched : and the monafteries were full of diforder. St. Charles 
by fix provincial councils, and eleven diocefaa fynods, alfo bv 
many pajfloral inftruflions and mandates made excellent regula- 
tions for the reformation of the manners both of the clergy and 
people, which all zealous paftors have fince regarded as a finifli- 
ed model, and have ftudied to fquare their conduct by them. 
The fir ft part of thcfe St. Charles collected into one volume in 
folio , which work, that his name might not be mentioned in it, 
he out of humility cntituled The dfts of the Church of Milan. 

The reft were gathered into a fecoud volume after his death (k). 

Partly 



(/•) The clergy of France, in 
their general allcmbly, in 1657, 
ordered St. Charles's inftructions 
to Confcflbrs to be printed at 
their common cxpence, and with 
the higheft commendations of the 
holy author, and of the wifdom 
of the regulations which they 
contain, Ilrongly recommended 
them to all their collcgucs. — St. 
Oiarlcs can fed a great number 
of his fcrmons to be tranflatcd 
into Latin by another hand. 
Thcfe were preferved in manu- 
fcripts in the Ambrofian Library, 
till the learned keeper thereof, 

Jofepli Antony Saxius, publiihed 



them in a moll elegant edition, 
in five volumes in folio, at Milan, 
in 1747. By thcfe it lofficicntly 
appears that the faint was a good 
oratour, that his difcourfes were 
elegant and methodical, that 
the genuine fimplicity of. his ilylc 
never funk into conceptions or cx- 
prcifions that were flat or l6w, and 
that by a fwect and natural vein ot 
piety they were Ilrongly afFccling. 
I n the fcrmons which he made to 
his clergy in his fynods the ilylc is 
more elegant and lofty. Cardi- 
nal Frederick Borromco {De Rpih 
cof>o conciovmUCy p. 133.) obferves 

that the excellence to which this 

faint 
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Partly by the moft tender and zealous in treaties and remon- 
ftrances, and partly by an inflexible firmnefs in the mod rigorous 
execution of thefe moft wholefonie decrees, without favour, 
diftinclion of perfons, or regard to rank or pretended privi- 
leges, the faint overcame the moft obftinate, and broke through 
difficulties which would have daunted the moft couragious. 
Preaching being the means effabltfhed by God for the conver- 
fion of fouls, and the principal obligation of a paftor, St. Charles 
applied himfelf to it with an unwearied zeal, though every thing 
in this function coft him much time and pains. A natural im- 
pediment in his fpeech feemed to difqualify him for it: yet this 
he overcame by much labour and attention. Compoutions coft 
him a great deal of ftudy ; though an excellent judgment corn- 
pen fated this difficulty. That livelincfs of genius, thofe fprightly 
thoughts, witty turns, and beautiful flowers which we admire in 
the Bafils and Chryfoftoms feemed not to be his talent. But 
zeal, finccre piety and thorough acquaintance with the le/Tons 
and motives of chriftian virtue could not fail to qualify him for 
this function. His fermons were folid and patbetick, and he 
[poke with a vehemence which ftrongly afTecls a foul, and with 
an unction which always penetrates the heart. Whilft thofe 
preachers who tickle the ears with the harmonious turn of their 
periods, were dry and barren ; the faint's fermons product d 
wherever he came, infinite fruits among all ranks of peoolc. 
He preached every Sunday and holyday, and often in his vib- 
rations two or three times a day. F. Charles Bafcape a flu res 
us, that hearing him preach he was fo ftrongly affe&ed with the 
excellent things he faid, and the holy energy with which he 

fpoke them, that though he deft red to take notice of the preacher 
and his manner of delivery, it was not in his power to do it ; 

butin fpjght of his endeavours he forgot the f icred oratour, being 
wholly tranfported and poflefled with the great truths he p readi- 
ed : thought his longeft fermons fhort, and was ferry when he 
concluded his difcourfe, that it was over. Policvinus and others 
a flu re us of the fame. The faint's zeal, in procuring that all chil- 
dren and others throughout his diocefs fhoukl be perfectly in- 
ftru&cd in the catechifm or chriftian doctrine, was fruitful in ex- 
pedients to promote and perpetuate this molt important duty of 
religion. Not content with ftri&ly enjoining all parifh prkfts 
to give publick catechifm every Sunday and holyday, he cfta- 
bWhcd every where, under admirable regulations, ichools Of the 
chriftian dodtrine, which amounted to the number of (even hun- 
dred and forty, in which were three thoufand and forty cafe- 

Vol. IV. O q drifts, 

faint attained by the dint of pains impediments, is the condemnation 
and uIMuity, in fpiglit of natural of ilcthlul pallors. 
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chifts, and forty thoufand and ninety-eight fcholars, as Giuffano 
teftifies. 

- The Congregation of regular clerks called Barnabites, in Mi- 
lan, abounding at that time with fpiritual and interiour men, 
the faint conceived a particular efteern and affection for this Or- 
der, and employed very much thefe good religious men in the 
mof} important fpiritual functions. To fupply his diocefs with 
good parlors he founded many colleges and feminaries, and with 
the fame view inftituted, in 1578, the Congregation of fecular 
priefts, called Oblats of St. Ambrofe, becaufe they voluntarily 
offer themfelves to the hi/hop, making a firnple vow of obe- 
dience to him, and being ready at his difcretion to be employed 
in any manner whatever in labouring for the falvation of 
fouls (8). St. Charles made excellent regulations for their fre- 
quent conferences in all parts of the diocefs under proper fupe- 
riours, who aflembled them together ; alfo for their exerctfes, 
private con duel: and government. For their chief houfe he 
gave them the church of the Holy Sepulchre with a convenient, 
contiguous building, where a certain number always refide to 
be ready for any commiffion or emergency. Out of thefe Oblats 
he chofe his ableft curates end vicars, and employed others 
in particular millions and other important fervices. His great 
jeminary which he had firfr. committed to the care of the Je- 
fuits, he took from them with their free confent, and put it in 
the hands of the Oblats. He aflbciated feveral pious ladies of 
Milan in regular excrcifes of devotion and chriftian perfection, 
by whofe examples others were engaged to fpend much time de- 
voutly in churches, to a/lift at all the fermons they could, and 
to be always taken up with ferious employments, and with- 
drawn from that fatal {loth and round of dangerous amufemcnts, 
which many feem to look upon as a privilege of their rank 5 as 
if this could make void the maxims of the gofpel or exempt any 
chriftian from the obligation of his baptifmal engagements. Thefe 
facrcd vows made by every one at the font St. Charles often in- 
culcated, and induced perfons to renew them frequently in a 
fblemn manner, with incredible fruit. Immediately after his 
firft provincial council he began the vifitation of his diocefs with 
the churches of Milan. Several monaflcries, efpecially of nuns, 
that were fubjeel to the fuperiours of their own Order, rcfuftd 
to give him admiflujn, and oppofed the rules of reformation 
which he prefer ibed them. ft coft him infinite trouble to effect 
his good clcfigns among, ft them : but no intreaties or interefl 

could fofien him, nor were dangers and difficulties which would 

have 



fS) riclyot, inih des Ord. Rclig. T. 8. p. 29. Giuffano, L 5- 
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have difcouraged any other perfon, able to flacken his vigorous 
endeavours, which were at length crowned every where with 
fuccefs. Some nunneries which before were under the obe- 
dience of their Order only, by fpecial bulls which he pro- 
cured, he fubjeSed to the archiepifcopal jurifdi6tion. Every 
one of thefe undertakings was a work of time and much labour, 
and coft the holy prelate many prayers and tears. The refor- 
mation of his chapter was his firft cflay, and he eftabhfhcd the 
divine fervice in the metropolitical church with the moft edifying 
devotion, and in the utmoft fplcndour, and obliged the canons 
to give conftant attendance in the choir. The faint founded in 
it three new prebends, each of which proved Angularly ufeful : 
the firfl was given to a theologian, who was to preach every 
Sunday, and to read leclures in divinity twice a week:. The fe- 
cond to a penitentiarv, whofe bufinefs it was to abfolve peni- 
tents from referved cafes, to be afliduous in hearing confe/Tions, 
and to hold every week a meeting with four fubpenitentiaries 
that were under him, and with cert?, in other able divines and 
canonifts, in order to decide difficult cafes, upon which curates 
or others from all parts of the diocefs (hould confult them. 
The third prebend called the Doctoral, was beftowed on a doc- 
tor in laws, whofe duty it was to in ft met young clergymen in 
fhe canon law. St. Charles repaired the choir of the great church 
with great magnificence and decency, forbad any layman of 
whatever rank to come within the chancel during the divine office, 
removed the efcutcheons of noble families and whatever was 
profane, and took care that all pcrfonswere hindered from mak- 
ing the churches a paffage in going from one place to another. 
In 1^67, the faint had a conteft with the officers of jufticc. 
Certain lay pcrfons who lived in publick adultery or kept con- 
cubines, and could not be reclaimed by remonil ranees, were 
impri foned by his order. The fenate threatened the fcrjcai'its of 
the archiepifcopal court for this action, and one of the king's 
judges can fed their Barigcl or pro v oft to be apprehended, and 
punifhed in a publick fquarc with three flrappadus. The archbi- 
Ihop treated with the magistrates with great calmncfs and meek- 
nefs : but after much deliberation declared the indue, (lie king's 
fifcal, the notary and jailer excommunicated, for having feiV,cd 
and punifhed an officer of the ccclefiaftical court. Philip 1L 
to whom both parties made their complaint, ordered the 
aff air to be left to the pope's dccifion : to whom a fenaror was 
font as deputy to plead the caufc, and the duke of Albuquerque , 
governour of Milan, expreffed an extreme difpleafure at the 
treatment of the archbifhop's oilicer. In the mean lime Sr. 
Charles fet out in October to perform the vilitation of the three 
vallics of^Levantine, Brcgno and Riparie, . fubjedt to the three 

O o 2 Swifis 
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Swifs cantons of Uri> Switz and Underwald ; for the fee of 
Milan is extended in the Alps, as far as Mount St. Goddard's. 
Not to give umbrage te the temporal fovereignties he intreated 
each to fend a deputy to" accompany him through their territo- 
tories, which they did in a very obliging manner. Thefe vallies 
had been as it were abandoned by former archbifhops, were full 
of diforders, and the priefts there were more corrupt than the 
laity. The faint travelled through fnows and torrents, and over 
rocks whieh were almoft inacceflible, having iron fpikes on his 
fhoes to climb them, and fufFering with joy cold, hunger, thirfl 
and continual wearinefs. He preached and catechized every 
where, difplaced the ignorant and fcandalous priefts, and put in their 
room others endowed with learning, zeal and piety, who were 
capable of refloring the faith and morals of the people to their 
original purity. In fome corners of his dioccfs the Zuinglian 
hercfy had got footing ; to them he made his way through incre- 
dible difficulties, reconciled many to the church, and fettled all 
this northern part of his diocefs in very good order- His me- 
thod of making his vifitation was as follows. He always tra- 
velled on hoifeback or on foot ; had never more than fix horfes 
with him, and every one carried his own little neceflaries on 
his own horfe before him. He . had no mules, but was 
followed by a horfe loaded with a fack full of books. He called 
at no houfes of nobkmcn-or gentlemen, and lodged in thofe of 
the curates, how mean foever they were, often lying himfelf 
on fome table, and yielding the beds to thofe that attended him. 
At dinner he would only allow a pottage, fome fruit and one 
di/h of meat to be ferved up ; though he never touched the 
meat himfelf, and in the laft years of his life fubfifted only on 
bread and water which -he took privately in his chamber, and 
did not make his appearance at table. Certain priefts went be- 
•fore him to prepare the people to receive the holy communion, 
which he gave to all himfelf; he allowed himfelf no interval of 
repofe from his functions except a fhort time in the night, and 
he inquired into the ncceflitics both corporal and fpiritual even 
of particular pcrfons in every parim, took down fome account 
of them, and afterward would be informed how the evils he 
had obferved had been remedied. 

In 1568, he took in hand the reformation of the Hum ilia ti, 
a religious order of which he was the prote<SU*r. Their in Ait 11 te 
was founded by certain gentlemen of Milan, in 11 34, who with 
the confent of their wives, made religious vows. They adopt- 
ed the rule oJ" St. Bennet, with certain particular conftitutions, 
and their Order was approved by Innocent III. in 1200. In 
the bep inning of the fifteenth century they fell into fuch relaxa- 
tion, that in ninety monaftcries they had only a hundred and fc- 

venty ; 
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verity monks ; the fuperiours who were called provofls, Spend- 
ing the revenues, and living at difcretion. St. Charles pro- 
cured two briefs from the pope, by which he was empowered to 
ordain and execute what he thought necefTary for their reforma- 
tion; and he publifhed regulations for that purpofe in a general 
chapter of the Order which he aflembled at Cremona. The 
monks received them willingly ; but the provofls and lay-bro- 
thers obfrinately refufed to fubmk to them. Our feint alfo af 1 
fern bled the Francifcans called Conventuals, in their convent at 
Milan, and publiflied decrees for the reformation of certain abufes 
among them, for which he was authorized by pope Pius V. Upon 
hearing his new regulations, fome of the friars got up, and by 
their outragious clamours and running to the bells raifed a furi- 
ous uproar, threatening the cardinal himfelf if he proceeded (9). 
He therefore calmly withdrew for the prefent, but afterward 
carried every point into execution, and united their feveral 
branches into one body. In many particular commitfions of 
popes to reform abufes in diftant cities, or in religious bodies he 
fhewed fuch prudence and difintercfted piety and zeal as to feeni- 
rather an angel than a man. In 1^68, he held a dioccfan fynod. 
Hi's method was fir ft to inform himfelf of the necefii ties of every 
part of his diocefs by previous aflemblies of fixty country vicars. 
The fynod continued three days, in which he publiflied feveral 
regulations and preached to the curates twice every day, whom 
he always wonderfully inflamed with fincere piety, difintercfted 
zeal and ardent charity. In 1569, he aflembled his fecond pro- 
vincial council, and obliged a bifliop of his province, who was 
a cardinal, and excufed himfelf upon various pretences, to aflift 
at it. On another occafion he obliged a bifhop to come from 
anembafly, in which he was employed by his prince, to the coun- 
cil, and even to quit his fecular embaffy and refidc in his diocefs. 
Hearing that one of his fufFragans had faid in company that he 
had nothing to do, the faint lent to him a prcfcel of his houf- 
hold to reprefent to him the ncceffttics of ids flock and the obli- 
gations of his charge. The bifhop anfwered him coldly, that 
cardinal Borromeo required too much. The faint was extreme- 
ly grieved at his infcnhbility and neglect, and wrote him a letter 
of feveral leaves, in which he fu mined up vaiioits obligations of 
the epifcopal charge, repeating aim oft after each ol them: c 4 Shall 
" a bifliop ever fa)^.,, that he has nothing to do?'* Hearing a 
cardinal, who was bifliop of a final 1 diocefs, fay, it was too 
little to require conflant refidcncci he found himfelf pierced to 
the quick, and ftrongly represented to his collogue that fuch is 

603 the 
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the price of one foul, as -to deferve the refidence and whole 
time of the greatcft man in the world. 

. The tranquillity which St. Charles had for fome time enjoyed, 
ftirred up the malice of the enemy of fouls, and the ftarrns 
which was formerly raifed again ft the faint, were renewed with 
greater fury than ever, upon the following occafion. The col- 
legiate church of St Mary de la Scala, fo called from the foun- 
drefs Beatrice de la Scala, wife of Barnaby Vifconti, lord of 
Milan, enjoyed great privileges and exemptions, which had 
been obtained from the apoftolick fee by Francis Sforza II. duke 
of Milan, a munificent benefactor. The conduct of fome of 
thefe canons not being conformable to their ftate, St. Charles 
confulted able canonifts at Milan, and the pope himfelf, who 
all anfwered him that he had a right in quality of archbifhop, to 
make the vifitation of this church, and in cafe of mifdemeanours 
to proceed againft any of the clergy belonging to it. The arch- 
bifnop therefore went to the church in folemnity to make a ca- 
nonical vifitation ; but was thrufr. from the door by the canons, 
and the crofs which was carried before him, and which in the tu- 
mult he had taken into his own hands, was fhot at. One of their 
party caufed a bell to be rung ; then declared that the archbifhop 
had incurred fufpenfion and other cenfurcs for having violated 
the privileges of their church. The grand vicar upon the fpot 
pronounced a fentence of excommunication againft the authors 
of this in ful t ; which the arehbimop confirmed the next day in 
the great church, after having fpent a long time in prayer at the 
foot of the altar. Moll: of the king's judges and the ferrate 
warmly efpoufed the caufe of thefe canons, and fent the mod 
virulent invectives againft the archbifhop to the king of Spain, 
accufinghim of ambition and high treafon in invading the king's 
rights, this church being under the royal patronage. The govern- 
our of Milan wrote to pope Pius V. in the ftrongeft terms, 
threaming to baniih the cardinal as a traitor. The pope anfwered 
him, that nothing could be more glorious to the cardinal than 
to furfur banifnment and death in the faithful difcharge of his 
duty, and in labouring to exterminate vice and abufes from the 
fnn£hiary, and that the devil had frirred up this perfecution to 
hinder the good elFect: of the archbi (hop's zealous endeavours 
and upright intentions. Ncvcrthclcfs, his Holincf; was very re- 
ilrved in declaring in favour of the cardinal, and it is incre- 
dible how virulent and outragious his enemies at Milan were in 
their invectives. The faint never fpoke of any of them but 
with regard and tendcrnefs ; and in juflifying his conduct: to the 
pope and king of Spain, difcovcrcd his charity towards his per- 
fjcutors. All this rime lie ccafed not to pray and weep U-x 

diem, and to beg of God that no relent men t might land plate 
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in his heart. At length the king wrote to the govern our, or- 
dering him to repeal an edict which he had publifhed injurious to> 
the ecclefiaftical jurifdi&ion, and to fupport the archbifhop ; lay- 
ing he was much obliged to him for the trouble he took for the 
reformation of the canons of Scala, which undertaking he 
begged he would accomplifh- Hereupon the govcrnour was re- 
conciled to the faint ; and the provoil of the canons who had 
been the leaft guilty, begged and received abfolution from his 
cenfures. The canons perflfted fome time obftinate ; but at 
length fubmitted, and were abfolved by the faint. The pope 
infifted, that the moft guilty perfons who had fhot at the crofs, 
mould be punimed in an exemplary manner ; but by many ear- 
neft folicitations the faint at length obtained their pardon. Be- 
fore this affair was concluded by the king's letter to the govcr- 
nour, an attempt was made upon the life of the faint, whofe 
prefervation was owing to a vifible miracle. The Humiliati, 
amongft whom St. Charles had eflablifhed a reform, employ caj. 
the intereir. of princes and every otlier means to prevail upon 
the pope to annul the regulations which our faint had made for 
their Order, but in vain. In the rage of their defpair, three 
provofts of that Order entered into a diabolical confpiracy to 
murder the archbifhop, and drew fome others into the plot. 
To fuch excefs of phrenzy and malice do pa/lions which are not 
reftrained, lead men. A pried: of the fame Order, named La 
Farina, engaged for a fum of money to execute this horrid de- 
fign, imagining, that the fufpicion would rather fall upon fome 
of the king's officers who were then at variance with the pre- 
late. On the twenty-frxth of October 1569, the villain found 
means to poft himfelf at the door of the chapel in the archbi- 
Ihop's palace, whilft the prelate with his family was at his devo- 
tions, which laftcd an hour every evening, from fix to feven 
o'clock. An anthem was then tinging, at thefe words, No?i 
turbctur cor meum y ncquc formldct^ and the prelate was upon his 
knees before the altar, when the aflaflin, who was not ahovc 
five or fix paces from him, difcharged at him a bl underbuys, 
with a large bullet. At the report the mufick ccafed, and eve- 
ry one got up in the utmoft confternation \ but the faint, with- 
out flirring from his place, made them a fign to kneel down 
again, and fmiihcd his prayer with the fame iwceinefs and tran- 
quillity in his countenance as if nothing had happened. This 
gave the murderer an opportunity of cfcaping. St. Charles 
imagining himfelf mortally wounded, lifting up his hands and 
eyes to God offered his life to him. But after the prayer was 
fintthed, rifmg up he found that the ball had only (truck upon 
his rochet, near the middle vertebne of the bade, and leav- 
ing a mark upon the rochet had fallen down at his feet. Some 
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fmall fhot had pierced his clothes, but flopped at his (kin : and 
his catfbek was pierced with fmall {hot in feveral places. When 
he was retired to his chamber, and the part that was ftruck ex- 
amined, a light bruife was difcovered with a fmall fwelling on 
the fkin, which mark continued even after his death. At the 
fame tune that lie was wounded, fome fmall fhbt penetrated a 
table of hard wood as thick as a finder that was clofe by him, 
and flruck the wall with a great force and noife (10). The 
duke of Albuquerque, govcrnour of Milan, came immediately 
to fee the faint, and earn eft ly begged that he might be allowed 
to make a fearch in his family, and examine his fervants in or- 
der to difcover the author of fo black an attempt : but to this 
St. Charles would never confent. After a folemn thankfgiving 
to God and a proceflion, he fhiit himfelf up for fome days in 
the Chartreufe of Carignan, to confecrate his life anew to 
God. The world knew not which to call the greater miracle, 
his ferenity of mind under fuch an accident, or his wonderful 
prcfervation, by which all paftors were taught not to fear the 
world in the difcharge of their pafloral duties. St. Charles's 
rochet became a proverb in Italy tor a thing impenetrable. It 
is preferved at the Chartreufe at Bourdeaux ; and the ball in the 
church of the Oblats at Milan. Some of the Humiliati difco- 
vered enough to St. Charles for him to trace the crime to its 
authors ; but he never difclofed it 5 and always anfwered with 
fimplicity that fo many had taken offence at his regulations, that 
it was not pofTible to know who had carried their refentmcnt 
fo far. Certain words which fome perfons of that Order let fall 
gave fufpicions to the publick, fo that they were examined, and 
the four authors convicted. They all confeffed the crime with 
marks of fin cere repentance ; two provofts who were of noble 
families were beheaded ; the third provoft and the aflaflin were 
hanged, though St. Charles did every thing in his power that 
their lives might be /pared, and took care of their relations. The 
punifhment of" a fifth who was only condemned to the gallics, 
was mitigated, to content the faint in fome mcafure, and he 
was confined for fome time in a monaflery, and afterward fetat 
liberty. In execration of this crime pope Pius V. abolifhcd the 
Order of the Humiliati, applying their revenues to other pious 
ufes, notwithstanding the intcrceffion which St. Charles made 
• in their favour. It never appeared more clearly than under 
tl.efe dangers and perfect! tions how much this great faint was 
b Joved by his people, and reverenced by princes and the whole 
chinch. IN 1 or did it feem poflible that an Ignatius or a Chry- 

fbftom 

(10) Cfiuflhuo, h 2. c. 7.3. Ciacon. Vit. Ponlif. T. 3. p. 893. 
Ripaiitontj &c. 
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foftom could love their flocks with a more tender and ardent 
afTedtion than St. Charles did the people of his diocefs, for 
whofe fake all labours and dangers were fweefc : and he looked 
upon it as nothing to lay down his life to procure them the 
Jcaft fpiritual advantage, as the whole tenour of his conduct 
ihewed. 

Before the execution of the aflaftlns he returned to three val- 
ues of his diocefs fituate in the Alps, and took that opportunity 
of paying a vifit to the ftates of each of the catholick cantons, 
whofe breads he by his exhortations warmed with an ardent 
love of virtue, and zeal againft all di {orders which are a fcandal 
to religion. The harveft having failed in 1569, the country was 
afHi&ed the following year with great fcarcity : under which cala- 
mity St. Charles, by his careand immenfe charities procured abun- 
dant fupplies for the relief of the poor throughout his wholediocefs. 
That year he aftifted the duke of Albuquerque at his death, and 
at length fucceeded in aim oft aboliming the diforders of the 
Carnival or Shrovetide, and turning the attention of the people 
to religious proceflions, prayer and compunction at that feafon. 
To extirpate the cuftom of profaning the holy name of God, 
or fentences of the holy fcripture, the faint armed himfelf with 
all his zeal, and had recourfc to various pious inftitutions. Up- 
on the death of St. Pius V. in 1572, St. Charles concurred 
ftrenuoufly to the election of cardinal Buoncampagno, who took 
the name of Gregory XIII. is famous for the inftitution of ma- 
ny colleges for the propagation of the faith, and furpafled if 
pofliblc his two predeceflbrs in his efteem for our faint, whom 
he detained fome time at Rome to take his advice, and he ap- 
pointed him apolTolick vifiter of the diocefles of all his fuffra- 
gans, In 1575, St. Charles went to Rome with the moft edifying 
devotion to gain the jubilee, and in the following year opened 
it at Milan. With all his zeal he was not able to hinder the 
exhibition pf profane diverfions of tilts and tournaments, that 
very year. Whilft the people were taken up in them he 
clearly foretold the plague, which broke out before they were 
over. The news of this calamity reached the faint at Lodi, 
whither he was gone to aflift the hi/hop of that fee at his death, 
as it was his cuftom to do towards all his fufFragans. The go- 
vern our fled to Vigevano, and all the reft of the nobility left 
the town. St. Charles made hafte thither, vifited the pcfthoufc 
whither the infected were lent by the magiftrates, and provided 
both the ficfc and the poor with every fuccour {piritual and cor- 
poral. According to his cuftom in all difficulties, he confultcd his 
vicars and ennonifts whether he was obliged to remain with the in- 
I'^ted or to withdraw to funic other part of hi:* diocefs. They 

aufwered him with warm felicitations in the negative, intrcating 
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him not to expofc his life, which was at that time of infinite 
importance, both to the fick and to thofe paits of his diocefs 
which were not vifited with that calamity. But St. Charles 
proved to them that a paftor, who is obliged to lay down his 
life for his flock, muft not abandon them in the time of dan- 
ger. All granted this was the more perfecT:. And is not a bi~ 
mop, faid the faint, obliged to choofe what is moll- perfect? 
Sin being the caufe of fcourges, he ftrongly exhorted the people 
to have recourfe to the divine mercy by humble penance, and 
he redoubled his prayers and authorities. In three general pro- 
ceffions he walked barefoot, having on a purple cope, as in 
times of penance, with a halter about his neck, and a crucifix 
in his hands, from which he fcemed never to turn his eyes, 
which were drowned in tears. Thus he offered himfelf a viAim 
for the fins of the people. He preached almoft every day, and 
never ceafed admonifhing his fellow-labourers to contemn life 
in fuch a caufe, himfelf exhorting the fick and adminiftering the 
facraments. For the relief of thofe that were deftitute he 
melted down all his plate, and gave all his furniture, even the 
ftraw bed on which he lay, taking his reft on the boards. The 
magiftrates found fault with his numerous proceffions and aflem- 
blies of devotion for fear of fpreading the contagion. The faint 
juffified his conduct by the example of St. Gregory, St. Mam- 
niertus and other great prelates, alleged that all human reme- 
dies failing it was more neceffary to have recourfe to thofe which 
are divine, and afTured them that thofe devotions, far from 
increafing, would remove, the calamity: which feemed a pro- 
phecy 5 for though fourfcore died in the proceflion which St. 
Gregory made, no one catched the infection in thofe of St. 
Charles, nor any one of thofe that attended him in his vifits of 
the fick : only two of his family died, who never went to the 
infected houfes. So abandoned to iniquity were fome perfons, 
that this fcourge itfclf was not able to reclaim them. Per- 
fuading themfelves that mirth, jollity, pleafure and high living 
were the beft means to preferve them from the contagion, they 
lived together in a plea font row of houfes near the town in de- 
bauchery and intemperance, and defpifed the fcrious admoniti- 
ons of their holy pallor ; but they were more fever ely vifited 
with the peflilcncc than any other part, lb that not one of 
their houfes efcaped it. This dreadful di (temper after raging 
four months began to abate in November, and quite ceafed 
about the beginning of the enfuing year. The faint appoint- 
ed a publick folcmn thankfgiving, and three days prayer for 
fuch as had died during the pcftilence. The two govern ours 
who had fucceeded Albuquerque gave the faint much to fuller, 
chiefly on account of his abolishing the extravagancies of Shrove- 
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tide, and of the firfl Sunday in Lent ; and on account of the 
procefiions he had made during the peftilence : to which they 
were ftirred up by incorrigible finners, and perfons who were 
enemies to all reformation of manners, as Giuflano fliews at 
large (12). After the death of the latter of thefe governours, 
in 1580, the king of Spain dkl the faint juftice, and pope Gre- 
gory XIII. full of admiration at the wifdom and apoftolick fpi- 
rit which appeared in his whole conduct approved of all his 
regulations, and commended his zeal ; alfo the duke of Terra 
Nuova, the fourth governour of Milan from the time of our 
faint's promotion, lived conftantly in good intelligence with the 

faint. 

St. Charles made twice the vifltation of his whole diocefs, 
and once of his province : he took a journey into the Valte- 
line, and into the country of the Grifons, where he animated 
the catholicks to the practice of piety, and converted many 
Zuinglianifts. The diocefs of A^Iilan is filled with monuments 
of his chanty and zeal, and in that city itfdf he founded a con- 
vent of CapuchinefTes (in which a daughter of his uncle John 
Baptift Borromeo embraced that auftere Order, and died in the 
odour of fanclity) one of Urfulines for the inftrudtion of poor 
girls who were educated there gratis j an hofpital for beggars, 
into which all the poor were received ; another of Convalef- 
cents who were difmifled out of the great hofpital. &c. After 
he had eftablifhed the college of the Jefuits at Milan, in which 
grammar, philofophy and theology are taught, he committed a 
college which he founded for the Switzers, his fix feminaries 
(three in the city, and three in other parts of his diocefs) and all 
the other houfes which he inftituted, to the care of his Oblats ; 
the except an houfe at Pavia, which he gave to the regular clerks 
of Somafcho, fo called from a place of that name between Ber- 
gamo and Milan, where their founder F. Jerom Emiliani, a 
nobleman of Venice, eftablifhed their chief feminary, with the 
approbation of Paul III. in j 540 (12). Though the faint pre- 
ferred publick and general duties, as preaching, to thofe which 
regarded only private perfons 3 yet he fpent much time in the 
direction of particulars, in which his prudence was in oft re- 
markable. He was very fevere in examining, and much upon 
his guard in believing vilions and ccftacies, efpecially in women 
whofe imagination is eafily fu fceptiblc of impreffions : on fuch 
ik canons, he recommended the practice of humility and iblid 
virtues. When a young woman in Milan who was one of thofe 

who 

(12) Giuflano, 1. 5. c. 1. p. 402. L. 5. c. 7. p. 4.14. L. 6. 
c. 2. p. 471. L. 6. c*. g. L. 6. c. 9 & 10. (13) Helyot, 

Hill, ties Ord. Kcl. T. 4. c. 33. Auguftin. Turtur. in \iui P. limi- 
Ynmu 
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who making a vow of chaftity, are called Devotes (in Italy 
Bcatcs) was much fpoke of on account of extraordinary favours 
which it was pretended fhe had received from God ; though F. 
Adorno, who examined her, judged them real, the faint would 
not be prevailed upon by any in treaties fo much as to go to fee 
her, but ordered her to be {hut up in a nunnery, fufficiently 
teftifying that he locked upon the whole as ah illufion ; as was 
made manifeft fome time after the faint's death. He was no lefs 
ftricl: in the fcrutiny of miracles and relicks, and exploded all 
thofe that were not authentick : but vifited other holy relicks 
with fingular devotion, and tranflated and adorned the ihrines 
of many faints. It was to him, as he often exprefTed, a fingular 
pleafure to ailifr. dying perfons. In I583, hearing the duke of 
Savoy was fallen fick at Vercelli, and given over by his phyfi- 
cians, he ported thither, and found him,' as it was thought, at 
the laft gafp. The duke feeing him come into his chamber, 
cried out : <c I am cured." The faint gave him the holy com- 
munion the next day, and ordered the forty hours prayer for 
his recovery. The duke was reftored to his health, as he was 
perfuaded, by the prayers of St. Charles, and after the faint's 
death, fent a filver lamp to be hung up at his tomb in memory 
ef this benefit. Far clofer folitude St. Charles fometimcs ufed 
to make his retreats at Camaldoli and other places : but none 
feemed ip agreeable to his devotion as Mount Varalli, fituated 
in the diocefs of No vara, upon the borders of Switzerland, a 
famous place of devotion to the fufferings of Chrift, the myfte- 
ries of which are curioufly carved in thirty-eight chapels of good 
architecture, befides the great church which is ferved by Fran- 
cifcans. Thither St. Charles went in 1584, to make his annual 
retreat and confefllon, having with him F. Adorno, who pro- 
pofed to him the points of his meditations. He had before clear- 
ly foretold to feveral perfons that he mould not remain long with 
them, and in this retreat redoubled his fervour in his auftcrities 
and devotions, and feemed more than ordinarily abforpt in God, 
and difengagcd from his body, and all earthly tics. The abun- 
dance of his tears obliged him often to flop in faying mafs ; and 
a bifhop dcpofed, that he faw his countenance one clay at the 
altar darting a ray of bright light, which feemed to proceed from 
that intcriour light which filled his foul, and to be preface of 
that glory with which he was going to be crowned. He fpent 
mo ft time in the chapel, called, Of the prayer in the garden, 
and in that, Of our Redeemer in the fepulchre endeavouring to 
put himfelf in a ftatc of death with him, by a perfedt renunci- 
ation of all fentiments and thoughts of felf-luve; and praying that 
whatever remained in him of the life of Adam might be entirely 
deflroyedby the death of the Son of God. On the twenty- fourth of 

October 
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Q&ober he was taken ill of a tertian ague ; but concealed it : 
on the twenty-fixth he had a fecond fit., and by the order of F. 
Adorno, abridged the hours of his prayers, had a little flraw laid 
on the boards on which he lay, and took a panado, fufFering 
the bread to be toafted, which he eat with his water, but would 
not ufe any fait or butter. On the fifth day of his retreat he 
fpent eight hours on his knees with fuch fervour and com- 
punction, that he could not be perfuaded he had been near fo 
long : after this he made his annual confelfion, and the next day, 
it being the twenty-ninth of October, he went to Arona, and 
there alighted at the curate's according to his cuftom, not at the 
palace, which had been feized by the governours, but was after- 
ward reftored to him without his folicitations. Having taken a 
mefs of panado he went, though it was night, acrofs the lake to 
Afcona, to finifli the foundation of a college there, though the 
plague was then in that town. He took a little reft in the boat, 
and di /patched his bufinefs the next morning ; he returned by 
water to Conobbio, though in a fit of the ague. The next 
day he went to Arona, but it being the eve of All-Saints, fafted 
as ufual ; except that he took the drugs prefcribed him by his 
phyfician. His coufin Renatus Borromeo could not induce him 
to lodge at the caftle, Jbu.t he lay at the Jefuits, and refted well 
that night : and rofe to his prayers at two in the morning. 
After his confeffion he faid mafs at feven : his phyficians per* 
fuaded him not to fet out, that being the day of the return of 
his ague, and they ordered him to drink a great quantity of 
ptifan. He obeyed them 5 but the ptifan had a contrary effect 
to what they expected, it being too ftrong for a constitution 
accuftomed to no other fare than bread and water, or pulfe. His 
ptifan and drugs were to him. cordials, in fie ad of coolers, and his 
fever was much increafed by them, fo that it became from that 
time continued, and never after left him. On All Souls-day 
he arrived at Milan in a litter, called in the ableft phyficians, 
and gave himfelf up to their direction, which lie fcrupuloufly 
followed in every point. They declared his di (temper very dan- 
gerous ; but the next day finding his fever much abated, had great 
hopes of his recovery. The faint gave no figns of joy at this 
news, and continued his pious excrcifes, chiefly on the paflion of 
Chrift, fometimcs by himfelf, fometimcs with F. Adorno, F# 
Charles Bafcape, and other devout pcrfons. In the next paroxifm 
of his fever the phyficians found the ftate of his health defperate i 
he received the news with a furprifing ferenity, received the 
Viaticum and extreme-uniStion with great devotion, and with 
thefts words, Ecce vento^ Behold I come, expired in the fir ft 
part of the night between die third and fourth of November- 
He left by his will his plate to his cathedral, his library to his 

canons, 
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canons, and his manufcripts to the biftiop of Vercelli, and de- 
clared the general hofpital his heir. His funerals he ordered 
to be made as privately as might be, and chofe for his burial- 
place a vault near the choir, with this infeription, which re- 
mains there to this day, in a fmall marble ftone : cc Charles, 
<c cardinal of the title of St. Praxedes, archbifhop of Milan, 
54 defiring to be recommended to the frequent prayers of the 
<c clergy, people, and the devout fex, living, chofe for himfelf 
cc this monument." There follows this addition: cc He lived 
<c forty-fix years, one month and one day ; governed this church 
* c twenty-four years, eight months, twenty- four days, and died 
<c November the fourth, in 1584." F. Adorno foon after his 
departure, in a {lumber, faw him in great light and glory ; and 
the faint faid to him : cc I am happy : you will foon follow 
* fc me." This F. Adorno told feveral friends ^with great com- 
fort, and once affirmed it publickly in a fermon. He returned 
to Genoa, his own country, and died there very foon after in 
the odour of fan&ity (13). Several inftantaneous miraculous 
cures were wrought by this faint's relicks and interceflion (13). 
In 1601, the Venerable cardinal Baronius, confeffor to Clement 
VIII. fent to the clergy of Milan an order of his Holinefs, to 
change the anniverfary mafs de Reqiue?n which the faint had 
founded to perpetuity in the great hofpital, into a mafs of the 
faint j and St. Charles was folemnly canonized by Paul V. in 
16 10. His facred remains are now, depofited in a rich fubter- 
raneous chapel juft under the cupola in the great church, 
and laid in a chryftal fhrine of an immenfe value. The altar in 
this chapel is of folid filver, plates of filver cover the walls of 
a confiderable part of the vault, and a great number of large 
filver and gold lamps burn there night and day, not to mention 
the great images and other donarics of gold and filver, with 
which this chapel is filled by the devotion of many diflant princes, 
cardinals and bifhops. Befides the richeft. veftmcnts and like 
ornaments Giuflano tells us, that in eight years the donaries here 
amounted to above the value of one hundred and fifty thoufand 
crowns of gold (15). Thus is he honoured on earth who clc- 
fpifed the whole world for Chrift. 

St. Charles was raifed by God to revive an ecclcfiaflicnl 
Jfpirit in the clergy. Pricfts are called by our blcfled Redeemer 
the fait of the earth. Through them the world is to be ft : a - 
foiled as it were with the chridian fpirit of per feci: humility, 
meeknefs, patience, charity, devotion and contempt of the worl«l. 
How can they infiifc thefe virtues into others who are thoin- 

f elves 

(13) GhuTano, L 7. c. 14. (14) Giuflano, 1. 8, (icj)GHif- 
fano, I.7. c. iiS. p- 556. 
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felves unacquainted with this fpirit ? For this much more is re- 
quired than barely to know the names of virtues. To be dil^- 
engaged from the world , and dead to themf elves ; to love re- 
tirement, and to be always employed in the bufmefs of their: 
heavenly Father, is the chara&eriftick of the minifters of the 
altar. Such were the paftors who formed fo many faints. The 
reformation of the manners of the people depends very much 
upon that of the clergy. < Judg7?icnt miift begin from the houfe 
of God (17). A clergyman is one feparated from the people, 
as his name and office imply : feparated not only in his educa- 
tion and miniftry, but in fbme degree in his life and conver- 
fation. How much fo ever he is filled with the fpirit of his 
profefiion, this will be foon extinguifhed, and the contagion of 
the world, or love of vanity, pleafure, riches and honour, in- 
fenfibly contracted by too great familiarity with it. Jhall 
be as with the people ; fo with the prieft (17). 

On the fame DAY 

SS. Vitalzs and Agricola, MM. St. Ambrofe informs us that 
Agricola was a gentleman of Bologna, whofe behaviour in the world 
had engaged the afTeclion of the idolaters amongft whom he lived. 
Vitalis, his flave, learned from him the chriftian religion, and firft 
received the crown : for the fervant and the freeman are one and the 
fame thing in Chrift, nor is there any difference from their condition 
in their reward. They were both feized, probably in the year 304, 
and Vi talis firft put to the torture. He ceafed not to praife God fo 
long as he had the ufe of his tongue ; and feeing no part of his body 
left which was not covered with wounds and blood, he prayed Jcfus 
Chrift to receive his foul, and to beftow on him that crown which his 
angel had (hewn him. His prayer was no fooner ended than he gave 
up the Ghoft. Agricola's execution was deferred out of a cruel com- 
panion, that time and the fight of the fuiferings of his faithful fer- 
vant might daunt his resolution. But he was animated and encou- 
raged by fuch an example. "Whereupon the aftcclion of the judges 
and people was converted into fury ; and the martyr was hung on a 
crofs, and his body pierced with fo many huge nails that the number 
of his wounds furpaftcd that of his limbs. The bodies of the martyrs- 
Were laid in the burial-place of the Jews. St. Ambrofe flying from 
the arms of the tyrant Eugenius, came to Bologna in 393, and there 
difcovercd thefe rclicks. He took to himfelf fomc of the blood that 
was found in the bottom of the grave, and the crofs and nails which 
were the inftruments of Agricola's martyrdom. Juliana, a devout 
widow of Florence, invited him to dedicate a church (he had built 
in that city, and begged of him this treafure, which J 10 was not able 
to refufe her, and the value of which he much extol, to her three: 
daughters, bidding them receive with refpect thefe prcfeuta of falva- 

tiun, 

(17) i Pet, iv. 17. (18) Ifa. xxiv. 2. 
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tion, which were laid under the altar. See S. Ambrofe, Exhort. 

ad Virginity c. I, 2. S. Gregory of Tours, LdeGlor. Mart, c.44. 

St. Joannicius, Abbot. This faint, by holy penance after a dif- 
folute youth, arrived at fo eminent a degree of fanclity, as to be rank- 
ed by the Greek church amongfl the moil illuftrious faints of the 
jnonaftick Order. He was a native of Bithynia, and a hog-driver ; 
afterward he rode in the guards of Conftantine Copronymus, or at 
lead of his fon and fucceffour Leo IV. furnamed Chazares, and was 
diftinguifhed by a robufl: conftitution, big ftature, intrepid courage, 
and many military exploits, but was carried away with the torrent of 
the times, and became a violent perfecutor of holy images. By the 
converfation of a holy monk in the reign of the catholick emprefs 
Irene he was reclaimed from his errour and diflblute life, and touch- 
ed with compunftion fpent his time in tears, failing and prayer for fix 
years, during which he continued in the army. Thefe fentiments 
making every day deeper wounds in his heart, at forty years of age 
he quitted the fervice, and retiring to Mount Olympus in Bithynia, 
near Prufa, lived in feveral monasteries till he had learned to read, 
and to recite the pfalter by heart, and had initru&ed and exercifed 
himfelf in all the duties of a monaftick life. His prayer was 
continual ; and he had always a devout afpiration in his mouth, 
which he called the feafoning of his heart. He afterward led an ere- 
mitical life for twelve years : then took the religious habit in the 
monaftery of Erefte, and became famous over all the Eaft for the 
gifts of miracles and prophecy, and for his heavenly prudence in 
directing others in the paths of perfect virtue. He zealoufly defend- 
ed th? life which the church makes of holy images, in the perfecting 
xeigns of Leo the Armenian and Theophilus, and had a mare in the 
triumph of the truth, when the pious emprefs Theodora reftored 
holy images. In his old age he built himfelf a cell near his monafte- 
,-ry on Mount Antides, and in this retirement prepared himfelf for 
hispaflage to eternity, which happened in 845. Three days before 
his death he received a vifit from the patriarch St. Methodius. Some 
make him an hundred and fixteen years old at his deatli ; others 
ninety-four, and others only eighty-one. — See his life in Sunus which 
Baronius and Baillet afcribe to Metaphraftes j but Pagi to fomc ano- 
nymous author. Papebroch (in Epbrm. Gr. Mofcb.) promifes more 
authentick memoirs of this faint from Sabas and Peter, both monks 
•of his community. See Lambccius, T. 8. p. 266. 

St. Clarus, M. This faint was an Englifhman by birth, of very 
noble extraction, was ordained priefl, and leaving his own country 
led many years an angelical retired life in the county of Vex in in 
Trance. He often preached the truths of falvation to the inhabi- 
tants, and died a martyr of chaltity, being murdered by two ruf- 
fians, employed by an impious and lewd lady of quality, about the 
year 804. He is named in the Roman and Gallican Martyrologie>, 
and honoured with Angular veneration in the dioceflcs of Rouen, 
Eeauvais and Paris. Hie village where he fuflered martyrdom, fuu- 
atc upon the river Eptc (which feparates the Norman and French 

Vcxins) nine leap-ucs from Pontoife, and twelve from Rouen, bears hu 

1 D name- 
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name, and is become a confiderable town by the devotion of the 
people to this faint. His rich fhrine is reforted to by crowds of pil- 
grims, who alfovifit an hermitage which (lands upon the fpot which 
was watered'w'ith his blood near the town. Another town in the dio- 
cefs of Coutanccs in Normandy, which is faid alfo to have been fane- 
tified by his dwelling there before he retired to the Epte, is called by 
his name, St. Clair. — See his Acis in Capgrave 5 alfo Sauffaye. 
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St. BERTILLE, Abbefs of Chelles. 

From her life Written fvon after her death in Mali lion, Aft. Ben, 
T. 3. p*2,i* Dn Plejfis, HijL de ivleaux^ 1. i. ?z. 47. 48. 50. 

A. D, 692. 

QT. Bertille was born of one of the mod illuflxious fa- 
v3 milics in the territory of Soiflbns, in the reign of Dago- 
bert L and by her piety acquired the true nobility of the chil- 
dren of God. From her infancy me preferred the love of God 
to that of creatures, fnunned as much as poflible the company 
and amufements of the world, and employed her time in ferious 
duties, and chiefly in holy prayer. As fhc grew up by rclifh- 
ing daily more and more the fweetnefs of converging with God, 
flie learned perfectly to dc^plCc the world, and earnettly clchred 
to renounce it. Not daring; to dilcovcr this inclination to her 
parents, fhc firft opened herfelf to St. Oucn, by whom fhc was 
encouraged in her refulution ; but tJicy both took fomc time to 
pray the Father of lights that lie would guide Iki* according to 
liis holy will,- and manifefr. by what fpirit fhc was directed ; 
knowing thai every impulfe is not from the Holy Gbofh Self- 
Jove early difguifes hi'Ai in every fhupe, and the devil oiicrt 
transforms himfelf into an an<rcl of light. Not to be deceived 
through precipitation an<l ralhiKfs, in tb important a choice as 
that of a Hate of life, impartial advice, prayer, careful fulf- 
examination and mature deliberation are neceflary. Tliefe 
means having been employed, the faint's parents were made 
acquainted with her dehre, which God inclined them not to op- 
pofe. They conducted her to Jouarre, a great monallery in 
Brie, four leagues fjom Mcaux, founded not Ioitj; before, about 
file year 6?'), by Ado, the elder biother of St. Ouen, who took 

Vol. IV. . * P j> the 
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the monaftick habit there with many other young noblemen, 
and eftablifhed a nunnery in the neighbourhood, which became 
the principal houfe (a). St. Thelchildes, a virgin of noble de- 
scent, who feems to have been educated or firft profeffed in the 
monastery of Faremoutier, was the firft abbefs of Jouarre, and 
governed that houfe till about the year 660. By her and her 
religious community St. Bertille was received with great joy, 
and trained up in the ftri&efl practice of monaftick perfection. 
Our faint looking upon this folitude as a fecure harbour, never 
ceafed to return thanks to God for his infinite mercy in having 
drawn her out of the tempeftuous ocean of the world : but was 
perfuaded fhe could never deferve to become the fpoufe of Jefus 
Cbrift, unlefs {he endeavoured to follow him in the path of 
humiliation and f elf-denial. By her perfect fubmiflion to all 
her fillers fhe feemed every one's fervant, and in her whole 
conduct was a model of humility, obedience, regularity and de- 
votion. Though fhe was yet young, her prudence and virtue 
appeared confummate, and the care of entertaining frrangers, of 
the lick, and of the children that were educated in the mona- 
ftery was fucceftively committed to her. In all thefe employ- 
ments flic had acquitted herfelf with great charitv and edifica- 
tion when fhe was chofen priorefs to affift the abbefs in 
her administration. In this office her tender devotion, her ha- 
bitual fenfe of the divine prefence, and her other virtues 
(hone forth with new luftre, and had a wonderful influence in 
the direction of the whole community. Every one by her ex- 
ample was afhamed to fail in any part of the practice of the like 
devotion, or in the molt punctual and fcrupulous obfervance of 
the leaf! rule of monaftick difcipline. When St. Bathildes, wife 
of Clovis II, munificently refounded the abbey of Chelles, which 
St. Clotildis had inftituted, near the Marne, four leagues from 
Paris (b) 9 fhe defired St. Thelchildes to furnifh this new com- 
munity 



(si) Many great monaftcries 
were at that time founded dou- 
ble. At Rebais, founded about 
the fame time by St. Oiien, feven 
leagues from Meaux, the niona- 
ilery of men was the principal, 
and in later ages, the only houfe. 
The rule of St. Coluinban was 
cftabliihed in thefe monalleries, 
but afterward changed for that of 
St. liennct. The manner in which 
hi (hop Bofluet annulled the ex- 
emptions of die great monalleries 



of Jouarrc and Rebais, and fub- 
jefted them to the jurifdiftion of 
the Ordinary, is a remarkable 
tranfaclion in the hi (lory of the 
Gallican church. Sec Bofl net's 
life, and Du Weflis, BiJL de PE- 
gfife dc Mtvtnx, 1. 1. n. 83 — 108. 
p. 526, &c. 

(b) Yepcz (Cbron. de «S\ Ben. 

T. 2. p./|.io.) places this fecoml 
foundation of the royal nunnery 
of Chelles in 662 : and Mabillon 

XV//, T. 3; p. 25.) in 6;6. 
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munity with a fmall colony of the moft experienced and virtu- 
ous nuns of Jouarre, who might direft the novices in the rule 
of mbmfticfc perfection. Bertille was fent at the head of this 
holy company, and was appointed firft abbefs of Chelles, in 646, 
or thereabouts (c). The reputation- of the fan&ity and prudence 
of our faint, and the excellent difcipline which {he eftablifiied in 
this houfe drew feveral foreign prihcefles thither. Among others 
Bede mentions Herefwith queen of the Eaft- Angles. She was 
daughter of Hereric, brother or bro thef -in-law to St. Edwin, 
king of Northumberland, and married the religious king Annas, 
with whofe confent Ihe renounced the world, and pairing intc* 
France in 646, became a nun at Chelles, and there happily 
finifhed her earthly pilgrimage. In Wilfon's Englifh Mar tyro- 
logy" fhe is placed among the faints on the twentieth of Septem- 
ber. Queen Bathildes after the death of her hufband in 655, 
was left regent of the kingdom during the minority of her fon 
Clotaire III. but as foon as he Was of age to govern, in 665, 
fhe retired hither, took the religious habit from the hands of St. 
Bcrtille, obeyed her as if fhe had been the laft filter in the houfe, 
and pafTed to the glory of the angels in 680. In this numerous 
family of holy queens, princeftes and virgins no contelts arofe 
but thofe of humility and charity ; no frrife was ever known 
but who fhould firft fubmit, or humble herfelf loweft* and who 
fhould outdo the reft ih meeknefs, devotion, penance, and 
in all the exercifes of monaftick difcipline. 1 he holy abbefs 
who fawtwo great queens every day at her feet, feemed the 
moft humble and the moft fervent among her fillers, and {hewed 
by her conduct that no one commands well or with fafcty who 

P p 2 has 



Hut St. Herefwith retired thither 
according to Bcde (1. 4. c. 23.) 
in 646 ; for he tells us fhe was at 
Chelles when her filter St. Hilda 
took the veil in. England in 647, 
who died in 680, after flic had 
been thirty- three years a nun. 
From the fame premifes it fol- 
lows that St. Bcrtille, who govern- 
ed this houfe forty-fix years died, 
not in 702, as Mabillon and Ba- 
ilk't conjectured, but in 692 : alfo 
that St. Herefwith left England 
before the death of her hufband, 
king Annas, in 654, and by his 
freeze onfent. See Dom Du Plef- 
iis, note 34. p. 699. 

[<.-), Ac Chellv'b thij monallcry 



was founded near the moft anci- 
ent and famous palace of the 
kings of France or of Paris, 
Where moil of them chiefly rc- 
fided from Clovis to Charlemagne. 
It was known by the name of 
Kala. Sec Mabillon {(It: re di- 
plom. 1. 4. p. 25. & Sx'c. Ben. v, 
part 1. p. 450. S. Greg. Turon. 
1. 5. c'. 39.) The palace fubiifl- 
ed many ages later. King Ro- 
bert in 1008 aflernbled a council 
of bilhops in his palace at Kala. 
(I. abbe Cone. T. 9. p. 7S 7.) Up- 
on the ruins of this royal houfe 
the town of Chelles now Hands, 

near the monaHery. 
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has not firft learned, and is not always ready, to obey "well. This 
humble difpofition of foul extinguifhes . pride, and removes the 
fatal pleafure of power which that vice infpires, and which is the 
. feed of tyranny, the worfc corruption of the human heart. This 
virtue alone makes command fweet, patient, full of charity, and 
amiable in its very feverity and firmnefs in every obfervance and 
duty. St. Bertille governed this great monaftery for the fpace 
of forty -fix years with equal vigour and difcretion. 'In her old 
age far from abating her fervour, fhe ftrove daily to redouble 
it both in her penances and in her devotions ; as the courfer 
exerts himfelf with frefli vigour when he fees himfelf almoft 
touching the goal, or as the labourer makes the ftrpngeft efforts 
-in his laft ftrokes to finifh well his tafk. In thefe holy difpo- 
iitions of fervour the faint clofed her penitential life in 692. 

One who has truly in fpirit renounced the world, ,fees its 
figure pafs before his eyes, contemns the fmoke of its enjoy^ 
v ments, ihudders at the tragical fcenes of its ambition, dreads 
.its lh ares , and abhors its cheating promifes, magnificent impos- 
tures, and poifonous pleafures, by which it ceafes not to en- 
chant many unhappy fouls. With the fecurity and tranquillity 
of a man who is in the harbour, he beholds the boifterous rag- 
ing and • the violent toflings of this tempeftuous fea, in the midft 
of which the unhappy Egyptians ftruggle againft the fury of 
the waves, and after toiling for fome .time fink on a fudden one 
after another, and are buried in the abyfs. Thofe only efcape 
this ruin whofe fouls foar above it, fo that their affe&ions are 
no way entangled or engaged. 

• 1 * * 
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St. LEONARD, Hermit. 

His life publiflw! hi Surius was wrote a confiderahle time after his 
death . Bar 07i'n is in bis notes on the Martyr ology mentions ano- 
ther life of this faint which he jaw in manufcript : feverd 
ancient ?nonuments mention him* 



Sixth Age. 



,^T. Leonard or Liknard was a French nobleman of 
threat reputation in the court of Clovis 1. and in die flower 

oi his wm* was converted Lu the faith by St. Rcmi^ius, probably 

alter 



I 
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after the. battle of To! biac. Being inftrufled in the obligations 
of our heavenly warfare, wherein the prize of the victory is an 
affured crown of immortal glory, he refolved to lay afide all 
worldly purfuits, quitted the court, and became a conftant dis- 
ciple of St. Remigius. The holy in ft ructions and example of 
that Saint made every day deeper impreilions upon his tender 
foul, and Leonard feemed to have inherited the very fgirit of 
his mafter, and to be animated with the fame fimplicity, difin- 
tereftednefs, modefty, zeal and chanty. He preached the faith 
fome time 5 but finding it very difficult to refift the king's Im- 
portunities who would needs call him to court, and burning 
with a defire of giving himfelf up entirely to the exerci fes of 
penance and contemplation, he retired privately into the terri- 
tory of Orleans, where St. Mefmin or Maximin governed the 
monaftery of Micy, (called afterward St. Mefmin 's) which his 
uncle St. Eufpicius had founded, two leagues from the city, in 
508. In this houfe St. Leonard took the religious habit, and 
inured himfelf to the fervent practices of regular difcipline under 
the direction of St. Mefmin and of St. Lie or Laetus, an holy 
monk of that houfe who afterward died an hermit. St. Lifard, 
brother to our faint, who had renounced the world in the for- 
tieth year of his age, laid the foundation of a religious com- 
munity at Meun in that country, which is at prefent a colle- 
giate church of canons which bears his name. St. Leonard 
himfelf, afpiring after, a clofer folitude, with the leave of St. 
Mefmin left his monaftery, travelled through Berry, where he 
converted many idolaters, and coming into Limoufin, chofc 
for his retirment a foreft, four leagues from Limoges. Here 
in a place called Nobiliac he built himfelf an oratory, lived on 
wild herbs and fruits, and had for fome time no other witnefs 
of his penance and virtues but God alone. His zeal and devo- 
tion fomctimcs carried him to the neighbouring churches, and 
fome who by his difeourfes were inflamed with a defire of imi- 
tating his manner of life, joined him in his defert, and formed 
a community which in fuccceding times, out of devotion to the 
faint's memory, became a flourifhing monaftery, called fir ft 
Noblat, afterward St. Leonard le Noblat. The reputation of 
his fanftity and miracles being fprcad very wide, the king be- 
flowed on him and his fellow-hermits a confident blc part of the 
foreft where they lived. The faint even before lie retired to 
Micy had been m oft remarkable for his charity towards cap- 
tives and prifoncrs, and he laid himfelf out with unwearied zeal 
in affording them both corporal and fpiriltial help and comfort, 
and. he obtained of the govcrnours the liberty of many. This 
was alfo the favourite object of his charity after he had di /co- 
vered, himfelf to the world in Limoufin, and began to make fre- 
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quent excurfions to preach and inftruct the people of that coun- 
try. It is related that Tome were miraculoufly delivered from 
tfieir chains by his prayers, and that the king, out of refpect 
for his eminent fanctity, granted him a fpecial privilege of 
fometimes fetting prifoners at liberty : which about that time 
was frequently allowed to certain holy bifhops and others. But 
the faint's chief aim and endeavours in this charitable employ- 
ment were to bring malefactors and all perfons who fell under 
this affliction, to a true fenfe of the enormity of their fins, and 
to a fincere fpirit of compunction and penance, and a perfect 
reformation of their lives. When he had filled up the meafure 
of his good works, his labours were crowned with an happy 
death about the year 559, according to the new Paris Breviary. 
In honour of the faint his church which has been long ferved 
by regular canons (though now half the number is fecularized) 
enjoys ftill great exemptions from publick burdens and ex- 
actions. Many other places in France bear his name, and he 
is honoured there with particular devotion. Many great 
churches in England, of which he is the titular faint, and our 
ancient calendars, fhew his name to have been formerly no lefs 
famous in England. In a lift of holy days publifhed at Worcef- 
ter, in 1240, St. Leonard's feftival is ordered to be kept an 
hitif-holyday, with an obligation of hearing mafs, and a prohi- 
bition of labour except that of the plough (1). He was parti- 
cularly invoked in favour of prifoners, and feyeral miracles are 
afcribed to him {a). His name occurs in the Roman and other 
Martyrologies. Solitude has always charms to the devout fcr- 
vant of God, becaufe retirement from the world is very fcr- 
viceable to his converfing with heaven. This appears from 
the practice of the Nazarites, prophets and devout perfons in 
the old law, and from that of Chrift and all the faints in the 
new. Ifaac went 'out into the field when he would meditate; 
and when Mofes met God, it was in the defert. Solitude and 
Jllencc fettle and compofe the thoughts : the mind augments its 
iVrcngth and vigour by reft, and collection within itfelf, and in 

this ifate of fcrenjty is molt fit to reflect upon itfelf and its. 

own 

(1) See Sir H. Spclman's -Councils, T. 2, p. 358. Johnfim's Eng- 
Ji/h Canon?;, ad an. 1362. n, 3. 



(a) In the fame fi;<th age St. 
Leonard of Yaudeuvre led an ere- 
mitical life in the dufevl' of that 
name in the diocefs of Mans,, and 
at iengih formed his dileiples into 
a community., was made the firft 

abbot, and died about the y eav 



560. His vclicks were tranflated 
hence in the ninth age to the ab- 
bey of Corbigny, in Nivernois 
in the dioceH. of Autun. See Le 
Cgiiitc, Siijufd. V.aL Franc, liul* 
leau, 1 , z . C , 30, The Uijicry oj ' 
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own wants, and to contemplate the myfteries of divine grace 
and love, the joys of -heaven, and the grounds of our hope. 
This folitude mull be chiefly interiour, that of the mind ftill 
more than of the place, by freeing and difengaging ourfclves 
from worldly cares and bufinefs, from the attachment to our 
fenfes, and from all thofe things and even thoughts, which 
foften, allure, difturb or diftradT: us, or which breed in us va- 
nity or vexation. If we cut not off thefe things, under the 
name of retirement, we fhall be more perfecuted with a difli- 
pation of thoughts, and the noife and cravings of our paflions, 
than in the mid ft of the mo ft aclrive and bufy life. How mall 
a chriftian who lives in the world, pra&ife this retirement ? 
By not loving its fpirit and maxims, by being as recollected as 
may be in the midft of bufinefs, and bearing always in mind 
that falvation is the mod important and only affair : by fhun- 
ning fuperfluous amufements, and idle conversion and vififs ; 
and by confecrating every day fome time, and a confiderable part 
of Sundays and great feftivals to the exercifes of religious re- 
tirement, efpecially devout prayer, felf- examination, meditation 
and pious reading. 

On the fame DAY 

■ 

St. Winoc, Abbot. Among *the Britons who took refuge from 
the fvvords of the Englilh Saxons in Gaul, many turned their afflictions 
into their greateft fpiritual advantage, and from them learned to de- 
fpife tranfitory things, and to feek with their whole hearts ihofe which 
are eternal. Hence Britany was for fome ages a country particularly 
fruitful in faints. Winoc was defcended from one of the moll lllu- 
ftrious Britifli families which were lately fettled there (fome fay of 
royal blood) and was kinfman of St. Judoc ; Montanus fays, his bro- 
ther, and fon of Judicail. The example and inftruclions of holy tu- 
tours made a deep imprefiion upon his tender foul; he learned very 
early to be thoroughly fcnfiblc of the dangers, inftability and cmpti- 
nefs of all worldly enjoyments, and underltood how great watchful- 
nefs and diligence are required for a chriftian to Hand his ground, 
and daily to advance in virtue. The mo ft excellent precepts which 
a young man has received from his mailers in a fpiritual life, become 
ufclefs to him, if he ever thinks himfelf fuflicicntly inilrucled, and 
ceafes to preach thefe important leflons over and over again to him- 
felf, and to improve daily in fpiritual knowledge and knliments by 
pious attention and earnell meditation. Winoc was careful by thefe 
means to nouriih the good feed which had been fown in his foul. 
With three virtuous young gentlemen he made fcvoral journeys of 
devotion, in one of which he viiited the new monatlcry of Sithiu, 
or St. J£crtin\s at St. OmerV,, and was fo edified with the fervour and 
difeiplinc of the monks, and the wifdom and fanclity of the holy ab- 
bot St. Benin, that lie and his three companions all agreed to take 
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the habit there. The names of the others were Qpadenoc, lngenoc 
and Madoc (i). Amongft the hundred and fifty fervent monks who 
inhabited that houfe, Winoc fhone like a morning ftaf, fays the 
chronicle of St. Benin's, on the year 66 1. The edifying lives of 
thefe fcrvants of God fpread an odour of fanctity through the whole 
country, and St. Bertin fent his four Britifh monks to found a fmall 
priory in the marflies toward the fca. Heremar,,a nobleman of Flan- 
ders, beftowed on them an eftate called Wormhoult : his charter of 
this foundation is frill extant. St. Winoc was appointed by St. Ber- 
Lin abbot of this new community, about the year 680, and he and 
his brethren worked themfelves in building a church, their own cells, 
and an hofpital for poor fick people ; for nothing in their whole lives 
was more agreeable to them than to labour for the fervice of God, 
and that of the poor. St. Winoc faw his community in a fhort time 
very numerous, and conducted them in the practices of admirable 
humility, penance, devotion and charity. The reputation of his 
fanclity was inhanced by many miracles which he wrought. Such 
was his readineis to ferve all his brethren, that he feemcd every one's 
■fcrvant ; and appeared the fuperiour chiefly by being the firft and 
jnoft fervent in every religious duty. It was his greateft pleafure to 
wait on the lick in the hofpital. Even in his decrepit old age he 
ground the corn for the ufe of the poor and his community, turning 
the wheel with his own hand without any affiftancc. When others 
were allonilhcd he fhould have ftrength enough to ply conftantly fuch 
hard labour, they looked through a chink into the room, and faw 
the wheel turning without being touched, which they afcribed to a 
miracle. At work he never ceafed praying wilh his lips, or at leaft 
an his heart : and only interrupted his manual labour to attend the 
altar or choir, or for fome other devotions or monaftick duties. His 
ardent fighs to be difTblved and to be with Chrift were accomplilhed 
by an happy death, which put him in pofleflion of his defired blifs 
on the fixth of November, in 71 7. For fear of the Danifh plunder- 
ers who in the following century made a defcent upon the coaft of 
Flanders, his bones were carried toSithiu. Baldwin the Bald, count 
of Flanders, having built and fortified the town of Berg, in 920, 
that it might be a ilrong barrier to his dominions, in 1029 Baldwin 
the Bearded built and founded there a ftately Benedictine mo nailery 
in honour of St. Martin and St. Winoc j and notwithstanding the 
great oppofition made at St. Omcr's, he caufed the relicks of St. 
Winoc to be tranflatcd thither-, they are Hill kept with due honour 
in that abbey. The lands or eftatcs of the monaftcry of Wormhoult, 
which were not far dill ant, were fettled by the founder upon this 

houfe, and the town bears the name of Bcrg-St.-Winox. Seethe 

life of St. Winoc publifhed by Surius, and more correctly by Ma- 
billon, S<ec. 2>Y;7. Ill, part 1. Alfo Mirxus, in Fafiis Bclg. Item 
jnChrQi2. lUlg. And Guicciardini, in Offer. Bffgif. 

St. fi.Turvs, Abbot, lltut or Elchut was a noble Briton, a na- 
tive of Glamorgan (hire, and kinfman to king Arthur, in whofe army 
he ievved for fome part of his youth, and acquired a great rcputa* 

tiou 

(1) Leland's Itinerary, T. 3. j>. .|8. Viu S. WinocL, 
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tion for his valour. St. Cadocus, abbot of Llan-carvan, three miles 
from Cowbridge in Glamor ganfh ire, who had formerly been a fcho- 
lar of St." Germanus, and afterward of St. Dubricius, and was then 
bilhop of Llandaff, infpired Iltut with a contempt of the world, and 
a thirlt after true wifdom ; infomuch that renouncing the world he 
received the tonfure at the hands of St. Dubricius, and ftudied many- 
years in the great fchool of Cadocus fo as to furpafs his mafter in his 
fkill in the facred fciences. He afterward founded and governed for 
many years the moft famous mo nailery and fchool then in Britain, 
called from him Llan-Iltut or Llan-twit, fituate near the feacdaft 
not far from Llan-carvan. Amongft his fcholars are reckoned St. 
David, St. Samfon, St. Magloire, St. Gildas and many other great 
faints and learned prelates. The faint laboured with his own hands, 
and exercifed himfelf in much watching, falling and prayer. Out 
of a love of holy retirement he at length refigned the care of his 
fchool to Ifham, one of his difciples, and pafied three years in a lone- 
fome cave in great auflerity and afftduous prayer. Before his death 
he took a journey into Britany to vifit his difciples and friends 
there, and died at Dole in the fixth century. He is to this day ti- 
tular faint of a church in Glamorganfhire, near the Severn fea, very 
famous to this time, fays Leland : it was originally founded by him. 
Bale and Pits mention two doctrinal letters wrote by him. But al- 
moft all the writings of the famous Britifh doctors have been de- 

ftroyed by the injuries of time, as Leland grievoufly laments.- See 

Ufher's Antiquities of the Britijb Church, F. Alford's Annals^ Leland, 

de Serif tor. p. 488. ed. Tanner, an. 1748. 
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St. W ILLIBROR D, firft Biftiop 

of Utrecht, C. 

From his life written by Alcuin^ in two books^ the one in profe, 
the other in verfe, together with an homily- and an elegant poem 
in his honour. Alfo Bede, L 5. Hift, c. 11, 12, and St. Bo- 
niface, cp. 97. See Batavia Sacra, p. 36, and Mabillon, An- 
nal. Bcned. T. 1. /. 18. §. 4, and Aft a Sa?icJ. Ord. S. Bc?ied. 
Stec. ill. part I. p. 60 1. Do?n Calmet, Hift* de Lorraine , 
T". 3. pr. y T. 1. app. FahriciuS) Salutar. Luce Evang. 

■ Cm *9- 44 2 - 

A. D. 738. 

ST. Willi br ord was born in the kingdom of Northum- 
berland toward the year 658, and placed by his virtuous 
parents, before he was {even years old, in the monaftery of 
Rippon, which was at that time governed by St. Wilfrid its 
founder. Wilgis, our faint's father, retired alfo into a mona- 
ftery, afterward became an hermit, and in his old age founded 
and governed a fmall monaftery between the ocean and the Hum- 
ber. He is honoured among the faints in the monaftery of Ep- 
ternac, and in the Englifh calendars. Alcuin lias left us an ac- 
count of his life. Willibrord by carrying the yoke of our Lord 
with fervour from his infancy found it always cafy and fvvect, 
and the better to prefcrve the fir ft fruits which he had gathered, 
made his monaftick profeflion when he was very young. He 
had made great progrefs in virtue and facrcd learning, when out 
of a dufirc of farther improvement, in the twentieth year of his 
age, he went over into Irelar.d, with the confent of his abbot 
and brethren, where he joined St. Egbert or Ecgbright and the 
defied Wigbcrt, who were gone thither before upon the fame 
errand. In their company our faint (pent twelve years in the 
fludy of the facrcd feiences, and in the moft fervent exercife of 
all virtues. Though his conftitution was weak, in fervour and 
cxactnefs lie outdid the moft advanced : he was humble, mod eft, 

and of an cafy obliging temper 3 and his whole conduct was 

regular 
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regular and uniform. St. Egbert had long entertained an ar- 
dent defire of going to preach the gofpel to the* inhabitants of 
thofe unhappy countries* in which barbarifm and idolatry ItiJl 
reigned without controul, and he had chiefly Frifeland or Lower 
Germany in his eye. But he was diverted from that apofto- 
lical defign by perfons of piety and authority, who engaged him 
to employ his zealous labours in the illands between Ireland and 
Scotland, in all which he fettled the true manner of celebrating 
Eafter ; efpecially at Hij, where he died a little before Bede wrote 
his hiftory. St. Egbert is honoured in the Englifli calendar on 
the twenty-fourth of April. Bede gives a mofr. edifying ac- 
count of his auftere penance, devotion, zeal and charity. His 
companion, the holy priefl Wigbert, went in the mean time 
to Frifeland 5 but after flaying there two years came back with- 
out having met with any pro! peel: of fuccefs. This difappoint- 
ment did not difcourage Egbert, and other zealous promoters of 
this minion ; but excited them the more earn ell Iy to folicit the 
divine mercy with prayers and tears in favour of fo many fouls 
who were perifhing eternally. Willibrord who was then about 
thirty-one years of age, and had been ordained prieft a year 
before, expreffed a great de/ire to be allowed by his fuperiours 
to undertake this labotious and dangerous charge. St. Egbert, 
by the known zeal and great talents "of our faint, and by his 
cheerfuJnefs which fufBciently flhewecl him prepared to encounter 
all difficulties, in the profecution of fuch a work, doubted not 
but "God had referved to him the converfion of that nation, and 
encouraged him in this zealous defign. St. Willibrord was 
joined by St. Swidbert and ten other Englifli monks in this 

miflion. 

The Frifons, who had formerly occupied a large tracl of 
country on the coafts of the German ocean, crofling the Rhine 
into Belgick Gaul had poflcflccl thcmfelves of thofe provinces 
about the mouth of the Rhine winch the Catti, who were alfo 
originally Germans, then held (a). Among all the German 

nations 



(a) The Catti were eftccmcd 
by the Romans the molt valiant 
of all the Germans, efpecially the 
■Batavi, a part of thefe' Catti who 
fettled in the ifland between the 
branches of the Rhine. Leaving 
Germany they at length fettled 
among the HcJgrc ; but fmce the 
coming of the Frifons among 
thenv, their name was loft : only 
in twp villages called Cut wick. 



The Batavi, a fmall part of the 
Catii, upon the arrival of the 
Fr i fons confined the m fe Ives withi 11 
a little ifland formed by the ri- 
vers in part of Gucklerland, nam- 
ed flill from them J>eiawe, near 
Nimegue. The name of Holland, 
began to be ufed in the eleventh 
century, fir A for a very fmall 
dillrict, which reached no far- 
ther than Port or its ifland, 
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nations none maintained their liberty againft the Romans with 
greater fuccefs and courage than the Frifons. Procopius tells 
us (1) that fome of them came into Britain with the Englifh 
Saxons : and by their fituation they were doubtlefs the mofl ex- 
pert in maritime affairs. St. Ludger (2) mentions, that Swid- 
bert and the reft of thefe zealous preachers ^ were defirous to 
carry the light of the faith to thefe people becaufe their ances- 
tors fprang from them. St. Eligius, bifhop of Noyon, had 
preached in part of Frifelan'd, and St. Wilfrid had fown there 
the feeds of our holy faith in 678. But thefe feem to have been 
almoft rooted out (3) before St. Willibrord's arrival in 690 or 
69 r. The authors of Batavia Sacra (4) doubt not but our 
twelve miffionaries landed at Catwick upon the fea^ which was 
at the mouth of the Rhine before it was blocked up with fands, 
and thither the Englifh were accuftomed to export corn, even 
from the north, coafting part of their ifland : the Britifh tower, 
as it was called, was built by the Romans at Catwick to defend 
this harbour (Z>). This old channel was not entirely obfrru6ted 
in 1050, as appears from the chronicle of Woerden (5). And 
Alcuin exprefly fays, that thefe miflionaries landed at the mouth 
of the Rhine, and travelled thence to Utrecht, a town built by 
the Romans at the great paflage over the Rhine : whence it was 

called 

(1) Procop. de Gothoc. 1. 4: c. 29. (2) Tnvit. S. Suidberti. 

(3) See Bofchart. in Diatriba de Primis Frifias Apollolis. (4) Pro- 
leg. §. 7. p. 6- (5) Johan. a Leidis in Chron. Belg. See Ant. 
Mattheus de Nobilit. 1. 2. c. 4. 



The name was given to the coun- 
try from the village Hoi 1 ant, and 
fignifies a low, fiat, hollow or 
marfhy land, Hol-lant. (See A?it. 

Mat thcus,dc Nobilit -rite, 1. I. c. 12. 
p. 49. & Id. Analctt.T . 5. p. 480.) 

A like country in Lincolnfhire is 
called Holland, (fee Cambden. ) So 
Wat ten in Artoif, Watton in 
Norfolk, and Watt 1111 nunnery in 
Yorkfhire, fignific a watery or 
damp town ; and the lad is called 
in Latin Humida Villa , by S. Acl- 
rcd ( L dc Miraculo in Sanfli?Jiom- 
alt dij PVat tun, inter 10 Script. 

{{)) The old channel of the 
Rhine palled by Arnhenv, Rhe- 
nen, Utrecht, Level en and Cnt- 
wick j Lut t|>is channel is now no 



more than a brook which docs 
not reach the ocean, but two 
leagues below Ley den lofes itfclf 
in the fands, and in two or three 
finall .brooks ; its waters having 
been exhauiled by four great chan- 
nels ; 1 . the Wahal which goes 
from it at Fore Skcnk to the 
Meufe ; 2. the famous channel 
cut by Drufus from it above Arn- 
hcim to the Iflcl ; 3. the Leek 
eight leagues lower, and the 
Week, which at Utrecht ahnotl 
drains it. The Meufe having re- 
ceived the Wahal below the ille 
of Uoinmel, is called the Meruve, 
and being increafeel by the Leek 
and the Week, difembogues itfclf 

into the ocean below Roterdairr, 
where it receives the Rote, 
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called Trajeftum, afterward Trecht, and laftly Utrecht (from 
Ou trecht, the Old Paflage, and Ultrajedl:um, or Paflage at the 
town Vulta) to diftinguifh it from the ancient town of Mae- 
ftricht, or Paflage over the Maefe. Pepin of Herftal or the 
Big, who was at that time duke. of the French,; and mayor of 
. the king's palace-, and had lately conquered part of Frifeland, 
received- courteouily St. Wiliibrord and .his companions. But 
. Willibrord fet out for Rome, and ca# himfelf at the feet of pope 
Sergius, begging his apoftolick blefllng and authority to preach 
the gofpel to idolatrous nations. The pope, charmed with his 
zeal and fan&ity, granted him the moft ample licences for that 
purpofe, and gave him a great quantity of relicks for the con- 
secration of churches. With this treafure the faint returned 
with all poiJible expedition to his province, confidering the 
preflmg neceifities and dangers of fo many fouls which called 
for his companion and relief. . St. Swibert .was taken from him 7 
and ordained" bifhop of the Boru&uarians, who feem to have in- 
habited the territory of Berg, and the neighbouring country to- 
ward Cologne. St. Willibrord with his ten other companions, 
under the protection of Pepin, preached, the gofpel with won- 
derful fuccefs, in that, part of Frifeland that had been conquer- 
ed by the French ; fo that after fix years Pepin, by the advice 1 
of his bifhops,- fent the fmnt to Rome with ftrong letters of 
recommendation that he might be ordained bifhop. His humi- 
lity made him endeavour that fome other fhould be pitched upon 
for that dignity ; but he was not heard.' Pope Sergius, who ft ill 
fat in St. Peter's chair, received him with great marks of honour, 
changed his name into that of Clemen r, with great fo- 
jemnity ordained him archbifhop of the Frifons in St. Peter's 
church, and gave him, the pallium with authority . to fix his fee 
in what part of the country he fhould think mod: convenient. 
The holy man ftaid only fourteen days in Rome, being impa- 
tient to return to his flock, and regretting an hour's abfence 
from them, more than was neceflary to procure them greater 
advantages. He came back to Utrecht the fame year, 696, 
and chofe that city for his rcfidence, Pepin having beftowed on 
him the royal caftleof Viltaburg, which, as Bedc a flu res us (6) 
was at Utrecht, though Cluverius will have it to have been the 
prefer] t Wiltcnburgh, three miles and an half from Utrecht : 
but this town itfclf was. called Vulta, or the city of the Vul- 
t;e (7). St. Willibrord built at Utrecht the church of our Sa- 
viour, in which he fixed his mctropolitical fee, fays St. Boni- 
face (8) and that of St. Martin, though this latter he -only rc- 

i tared j 



(6) Bode, Hill. I. 5. c. 12. (7) Sigcberr, CJiron. nd an, 679. 

(8) Kp. 97. ad Steph. Pap, 
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florid, for it had been:' a church* but deftroyed by the Pagahs (g). 
Beda and Beka think it had been built by king Dagobert at the 
defire of St. Wilfrid. This latter church became (afterward the 
cathedral, and l>oth were ferved by, colleges of -canons. The 
archbifhop's indefatigable application to the converfion of fouls 
fdefried to prove, that with the new obligation he had received 
at his confecration of labouring to enlarge the kingdom of his 
Divine Matter, he had acquired frefh ftrength and a confides 
able augmentation of his zeal. In the fecond year after his 
epifcopal confecration, aflifted by the liberality of Pepin and the 
sibbefs Irmina, who is faid to have been daughter of Dagobert 
II. lie founded, in 968, the abbey of Epternac,-in the diocefs 
of Triers, and now in the dutchy ,of Luxemburg (10), which 
he governed to his death. Alcuin relates, that the nunnery of 
Horrea, of which Irmina was abbefs, had been delivered from 
a peflilence by water blefTed by St. Willibrord, and by his faying 
mafs in the church. Pepin of He rfral, before his death, put 
away his concubine Alpais by whom he had Charles Martel, 
and was reconciled to his wife Ple£t.rudis, and in his I aft will 
which is figned by Piectrudis, he recommended to St. Willibrord 
his nephews (without any mention of his natural fon Charles) 
and beftowed on our faint the village of Sweftram, now Sufte- 
ren, in the dutchy of Juliers, near the Meufe, with which the 
holy man endowed a nunnery which he built there (ir). 

Pepin of Rerftal died in December 714. A little before his 
death Charles MartePs fon, Pepin the Short, afterward king of 
France, was born, and baptized by St. Willibrord, who,, on that 
occafion, is related by Alcuin to have prophefied, that the child 
would furpafs in glory all his anceflors. Charles Martel' in a 
fhort time became mayor of the palace, 'and approved him fclf 
equally the fir ft general and ftatefman of his age. In 723, he 
fettled upon the monaftcry which St. Willibrord had creeled at 
Utrecht to ferve his cathedral, all the royal revenues belonging to 
his cattle there (12). Of this monaftcry St. Gregory was af- 
terward abbot j in fuccecding times it was fecularjzcd. Several 
other donations of eftates made by Charles Martel to fevcral 
churches founded by our faint may be fcen in Mireeus and 
others. By a charter that prince conferred on him the royalties 
Of the city of Utrecht with its dependences and appurte- 
nances (13). By fuch eftablifhmcnts our faint fought to perpe- 
tuate 

(9) lb. See Eofchartius, in Diatriba, cliff. 49. (10) Seethe 

charter of Irmina in Mi ranis, Donationes Pke Belgic. ( 1 1 Brower. 
Annal. Trevir. 1. 7. Mabill. Annali Bcned. T. 2. 1. 19. § 72. 

(12) See his diploma in Heda, p. 28. Le Cointe and Miracus. 

(13) See this chapter in Willh. Heda, p. 28, Sec alfo Buchdius in 
lie dam, and Alcuin, 1. 2. c. 51. 
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tuate the work of God. Not content to have planted the 
faith in the country which the French had conquered, he ex- 
tended his labours into Weft-Friefland which obeyed Radbod, 
prince or king of the Frifons, who continued an obftifiate ido- 
later 5 yet hindered not the faint's preaching to his fubjecls, and 
himfelf fometimes liflencd to him. The new apoftle penetrated 
alfo into Denmark j but Ongend (perhaps Biorn) Who then 
reigned there, a monfter of cruelty rather than a man, was 
hardened in his malice, and his example had a great influence 
over his fubjc&s. The man of God, however, for the firft 
fruits of this country, purchafed thirty young Danifh boys, 
whom he inftrdfKted, baptized and brought Back with him. In 
his return he Was driven by flrefs of weather upon the 
famous pagan ifland called Fofiteland, now Amelandt, on the 
coaffc of Frifeland, fix leagues from Leu warden, to the north, 
a place then efteemed by the Danes and Frifons as moft facred, 
in honour of the idol Fofite. It was looked upon as an un- 
pardonable facrilege for any one to kill any living creature in 
that ifland, to eat of any thing that grew in it, or to draw wa- 
ter out of a fpring there, without obferving the ftricleft filence. 
St. Willibrord, to undeceive the inhabitants, killed fame of the 
beafts for his companions to eat, and baprized three perfons 
in the fountain', pronouncing the v/ords aloud. The idolaters 
expected to fee them run mad or drop down dead : and feeing 
no fuch judgment befall them could not determine whether this 
was to be attributed to the patience of their god, or to his 
want of power. They informed Radbod, who tranfported 
with rage, ordered lots to be cafr three times a day for three 
days together, and the fate of the delinquents to be determined 
by them. God fo directed it that the lot never fell upon Wil- 
librord ; but one of his company was facrificed to the furicrfU- 
tioji of the people, and died a martyr for Jefus Chrift. The 
faint, upon leaving Radbod, directed his courfe to Warcfce- 
ren, one of the chief i Hands belonging to Z eland. His charity 
and patience made confidcrablc conqucfls to the chrttliaii 
religion there, and he cflabliflicd fevera! churches". Alter the 
death of Radbod which happened in 7x9, Willibrord was at 
full liberty to preach in every part of the country. He was 
joined in his apoftolical labours, in 720, by St. Boniface, who 
fpent three years in Frifeland : then went into Germany. Bcde 
fa\'s, when he wrote his hifrory* in 720, " Willibrord, fur- 
4C named Clement, is Aill Jiving, venerable lor his old age, 
fic having been bi/hop thirty-fix years, ami fighing after the rc- 
ct wards of the heavenly life, after many conflicts in die hca- , 

u vcnly warfare ( r 4) . " He was, fays Alcuin, of a becoming 

iiatu V0f 

(14) BcJc, Will. I. 5. c. iz{ 
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ftature, venerable in his- afpecl:, comely in his perfon, graceful 
and always cheerfuHn; his fpeech and .countenance, wife in his 
council, unwearied; in preaching, and .all apoftolick functions, 
amidfr, which he was .careful to nourifh the interiour life of his 
foul by afliduous prayer ? fhiging of pfalms, watching and fading. 
Alcuin, who wrote about' fifty years after his. death, allures us, 
that this apoftle was endowed with the gift of miracles, and re- 
lates, that whilft he preached in the ifle of Warckeren, where 
the towns of Fleflingue and Middleburg are fmce built, going 
from village to village, he found in one of them a famous idol, 
to which the people were offering their vows and facriflces, and 
full of holy zeal threw it down and broke it in, pieces. In the 
mean time an idolater, who was the priefi: ari^ guardian of the 
idol, gave him a blow on the head with his backfword, with 
which neverthelefs the faint was not hurt ; and he would not 
fufrer the aflaffin to be touched or profecuted. But the unhap- 
py man was foon after polfelled with a devil, and loft his fenfes. 
By the tears, prayers and zealous labours of this apoftle and his 
collegues, the faith was planted in moft parts of Holland, Ze- 
land, and all the remaining part of the Netherlands, whither 
St. Amand and St. Lebwin had never penetrated ; and the Fri- 
fons, till then a rough and moft barbarous people, were civi- 
lized, and became eminent for virtue and the culture of arts 
and fciences. St. Wulfran, archbifhop of Sens, and others 
excited by the fuccefs of our faint's millions, were ambitious to 
lhare in fo great a work under his direction. St. Willibrord 
was exceeding cautious in admitting perfons to holy order?, 
fearing left one unworthy or flothful minifter of the altar mould 
defeat by fcandal all the good which the divine mercy had begun 
for the , falvation of many fouls. It is alfo mentioned of him, 
that he was very Ariel: and diligent in examining and preparing 
thoroughly thole whom he admitted to baptifm, dreading the 
condemnation which thofc incur who by floth or facility open 
a door to the profanation of our moft tremendous myftcries. 
The fchools which St, Willibrord left at Utrecht, were very 
famous (15). Being at length quite broken with old age, he 
refigned the adminift ration of his diocefs to a coadjutor whom 
he ordained bifTiop(V,), and in retirement prepared himfelf for 

eternity. 

{15) Dom Rivet, Hilt. Liter. T. 3. p. 449. 

■ 

(c ) The archbifhoprick of bimopnek was recftablifhcd here, 
Utrecht failed after the death of and the authors of ]i at twin *Vw- 
St. .Boniface, the archbiihop of era reckon fixty bifhops of 
Oologn, claiming the adnuniitra- Utrecht before this fee, in 1 $$0, 
tion. But after fome interval a was a^ain made an archbilhop- 
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eternity. He died, according to Pagi, in 739 ; according to 
Mabillon, in 740, or 741, and according to Mr. Smith (16), 
in 745, feme adhering to Alcuzn, others to Bede, Sec. St, 
Boniface fays, that St. Willibrord fpent fifty years in preaching 
the gofpel(i7), which Mr. Smith dates from his epifcopal con- 
fecration - y Mabillon from his coming into Frifeland : but 
others, think thefe fifty years mean only thereabouts. For AI- 
cuin fays, he came into Frifeland in the thirty- third year of his 
age, and lived qfghty-one years ; which account only allows 
him forty-eight years employed in preaching. But if St. Boni- 
face comprifes the two years in which he preached in Ireland 
and the Scotifh iflands, his chronology agrees with Alcuin's 
dates, and it follows that St. Willibrord died in 738 : which 
is confirmed by the chronicle of Epternac, compiled from the 
Necrology and manufcript regifters of that monaftery. Alcuin 
and Rabanus Maurus place his death on the fixth of November : 
but the chronicle of Epternac, Ufuard, Ado, and the Roman 
and BencdiAin martyrologies commemorate him on the feventh. 
He was buried, as he had defired, at his monaftery of Epter- 
nac, and his relicks are there enfhrined at this day. The por- 
tative altar which he made ufe of for the celebration of the di* 
vine myfteries in travelling through Frifeland, Zeland and Hol- 
land, is kept in the BcndidUne abbey of our Lady ad wartyres 9 
at Triers (18)- St. Willibrord y s teftament in favour of his mo- 
Vol. IV. Q^cj naftery 

(16) In Bed. 1. 5. c, 12. p. 194. (17) Ep* 97. ad..Steph» 

If. papam. (18) Ap. Martenne, Ampl. Collect. T* 4. p. 505* 

rick by Paul IV. with five faffra- Clement XI. He died in 1710, 
gans, namely, of Haerlem, Mid- having declared that he had al- 
dleburg, Daventer, Groeningucn, ways condemned the five propo- 
and Boiilcduc. But' the union or fitions, but had not been able to 
confederacy of the States againfi, dilcovcr tlicm in Janfenius's book, 
the Spaniards, formed at Utrecht entitled /lnguJUmts* Theodore de 
in 1579, put an end to this eftei- Cock, fubdiiuted Pro-vicar in his 
blifhment; and fi nee the revolt place, was bunifhed by the States, 
of the United Provinces the fpi- and died at Rome. Gerard Pot- 
ritual .government among rhc ca- camp was created Apoftolick Vi- 



tholicks is entjrtiflcd to bilhops in car in Holland in 1705, but 

fartibus injidilium with conimii- died the fame year, and hi* iuc? 

fions of apoilolick vicars,, the ceffour Adam Dacmen was re- 

iirll being nominated in 1602. j ccted by the States. On the pre- 

janfenifm railed great diiturb- tended chapter of Utrecht, and 

ances in Holland In the time of the bifliop of Babylon excom- 

John of Ncercaffcl, bifliop of municared by fcveral jucceedin 

Caftorja, vicar apoilolick, who popes, &c. fee the JiiJloiy an 

died in x 6S6 : greater under his ample confutation of their pre* 

fuceelibur Peter Corld, archbi- leniions, publilhcd by the late 

Atop of ScUafte, wlio was cited caidinal of Alface, archbifliop of 

to Rome in J700., and after hi * Mechlin. 
vctnxn in 1702,, fufpended by 
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naftery of Epternac was publrfhed by F. Ch. Scribanius S. J, in 
his Antwerp , by Mirasus (19), with notes by Bofchaert> and by 
Calmet, among the proofs of his hiftory of Lorrain ( d), 

A true paftor who is animated with fervour and zeal, allows 
himfelf no repofe, whilft he can comfort, inftruft, exhort, or 
weep and pray for the fouls which are intruded to his charge, 
and whofe fpiritual dangers are continually near his heart. He 
whofe life is regular and methodical, and who is folicitous and 
earneft, finds time to do with eafe and without a fingle thought 
of it, more bufinefs than feems credible to the flothful. This 
every chriftian may experience : and without the obligations of 
the paftoral charge, every one owes fo many and fo great duties 
both to others and to himfelf, that unlefs he is fupinely llothful 
and wilfully blind, he will find bufinefs enough conftantly upon 
his hands to employ earneftly all his moments. Nor is it our 
misfortune that we have not time, but that through floth and 
thoughtlcfsnefs we mifpend it. 

On the fame DAY 

St. We ren fr id, Prieft and Confeflbr. He was an Englifli 
monk, and according to Mabillon, accompanied, or as the Bol- 
landifts rather think, followed St. Willibrord into Friefland, and af- 
fifted him in preaching the gofpel. St. Werenfrid planted the faith 
in the iile or territory of Betawe or Batavia, in Holland, lying 
between the Rhine, the Leek, the Maes, and Merve, efpecially at 
Elfle, a town in that territory, where he was buried. His tomb war. 
famous for pilgrimages, and the miraculous cures of fick perfons 
efpecially thofe afflicled with the gout. Baldericus, the fifteenth bi- 
fliop of Utrecht ; founded there a collegiate church in his honour, 



with eicht canonrics. 



St. Werenfrid is honoured in Holland on the 

four- 



(19) See Molan. in Indiculo SS. Belgii, and F. Brower, Anna!. 
Trevir. 1. 7. (20) Mirxus, in Codice Donationum Piarum 

Belg. Item, in Batavia Sacra. 



(d) Bale, Pits, Swcrtius {At hen. 
Belg. p. 701.) Voflius (1. 2. de 
Hijt, Lat. c. 23.) and bifhop 
Tanner {BrbL Brit. p. 776.) 
afcribe to St. Willibrord books on 
his travels ; alfo canons, homilie 
and cpHUcs. Dr. Cave judicioufly 
omits the mention of them. The 
travels from a miilakc for St. 
WillibahlVs : the red for fome 
other.'. ■ for no authentick men- 
tion h found of them. At Epter- 
nac are kept two manufcripts in 
Saxon letters, brought into France 
by St. Willibrord ; one containing 

iho four guipela copied from Uic 



very original of St. Jerom : the 
other of St. JeronVs martyrolo- 
gy, which the Bollandiils have 
engraved in their work. In the 
margin of this calendar is written 
in St. Willibrord^ hand : " Cle- 
ment Willibrord came from 
beyond the fea into France, hi 
690 ; though unworthy, was 
ordained by the apollolick man, 
pope Sergius, in 695; is now 
living in 728, &c. n See Dow 
Marten ne and Durand, Voyngt 

Litttraircy p. 297. Calmet, IJi/l 

de Lorraine f T. 3. p. 99. 
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Nov.*, * The Fotir ^Crowned Brothers, MM. .5-83 

.fourteenth of Auguft. See his life in Surius, and much more cof- 
xe&ly in the Bollandifts on the twenty-eighth of Auguft. Alfo John 
a Leidis-, 1. 2. c. 42. Wilhelinus Heda, p. 30. Bat avz'a Sacra, p. ^i, 

NOVEMBER 8. 

The Four Crowned Brothers^ MM b 

See Bofius and Aririghi^ In Roma Suit err arte a, L c.S. Ea~ 
ronius Annot. in Martyr. Tillcm. T. 5. Pcrfec. de Dioch 
art, 49. Tbczr Acls are of no account; 

A. D. 304, 

XpOUft brothers in the perfecutio'rt of Diodefian-, employed 
-S- in offices of truft and honour at Rome, were apprehended 
for declaring agamtt the worfhip of idols, and whipped with 
Fcourges loaded with plummets of lead till they cxpired_in the 
hands of their to'rmehters. They were buried on the jLavican 
.Way three miles from Rome, and were at firft called the Four 
Crowned Martyrs ; their names were Severus, Severianus, Car- 
pophorus and Victorius. Pope Gregory the Great mentions art 
old church of the four crowned martyrs in Rome. Pope Leo IV". 
in 841, caufed this church to be repaired, and the reiicks of thefe 
martyrs to be tranflated thither out of the cemetery on the La- 
vican way. When this church had been confumed by fire, 
Pafchal IL rebuilt it 5 upon which occasion the reiicks of thefe 
martyrs were difcovcred under the altar in two rich urns, the 
one of Porphyry, the other of Serpentine marble, depofitcd in a 
ftone vault. The new altar was built upon the fame fpot : and 
thefe reiicks were again found in the fame fituation under PauJ V", 
This church is an ancient title of a cardinal-priori. Five other 
martyrs called Claudius, Nicoftratus^, Symphorianus, Caflorius 
.and Simplicius, who had fuffered in the fame perfecution, were 
buried in the fame cemetery. Their precious remains were tran- 
slated by Leo IV". into the fame church, and are likewife ho- 
noured there to this day. Thefe martyrs are named in the mar- 
tyrology of ]?edc and others. Thefe five are faid to have beer?. 
put to death, becaufc Lving carvers by profeifion, they refufed 
to make idols. 

The rage of tyrants who were matters of the world, fpreati 
the faith which they vainly endeavoured by fightin;?; agawift hea- 
Vcn to cxtinguiih. ' The martyrs who died for it, icaled it with 
their blood, and v/dvc a teuimonv to [cfus Chrift which was of 
Ml Qihvis the ftfun^efi and mofr pcrfimfive. Other chrilhana 
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who fled, beconie the apoftles of the countries whither they 
went. Whence St. Auftin compares them to torches, which 
if you attempt to put them out by fhaking them, are kindled^ 
and flame fo much the more. The martyrs by the meeknefs 
and fervour of their lives, and their conftahey in refuting evil 
to death, converted an infidel world, and di farmed the obltina- 
cy of the moft implacable enemies of the truth. But what 
judgments muft await thofe cbriflians who by the fcandal of 
their Hoth and worldly fpirit, difaonour their religion , blafpheme 
Chrift, withdraw even the faithful from the practice of the gof- 
pel, and tempt a chriftian world to turn infidel ? 

i 

On the fame DAY 

St. Willehad, Bifhop of Bremen and Apoftle of Saxony, C. Wil- 
lehad was an Englifhman, a native of the kingdom of Northumber- 
land, and was educated from his infancy in learning and piety. The 
au fieri ty of his life, his humility, the readinefs of his obedience, and 
his conltant attendance on prayer, engaged his bifhop to promote him, 
to the dignity of the priefthood. The great fpiritual conquefts which 
many of his countrymen had made to Chrift with St. Willibrord in 
Prifeland, and St. Boniface in Germany, feemed a reproach to him, 
and he defired to carry the faving knowledge of the true God to fomc 
of thofe barbarous nations which remained Hill in the darknefs of 
idolatry, and in the fhades of death. King Alchred favoured his 
refolution, and the bifhops and other pious perfons unanimoufly ap- 
proved of his zeal ; whereupon he was allowed to follow the divine 
call. He landed in Frifeland, and being defirous to preach in the firfl 
place to thofe nations which had the leafl acquaintance with our holy 
faith, about the year 772 began his miflion at Dockum in Weit- 
Frifcland, the place near which St. Boniface and his companions had 
received the crown of martyrdom, in 754. The blood of the mar- 
tyr contributed powerfully to foften the hearts, and open the eyes of 
the barbarians, and difpofed them to receive the faith. St. Willehad 
prayed with many tears upon the fpot which had been watered with 
the blood of the holy victims of faith, cameflly defiring to attain to 
the like happinefs, and begging of God the falvation of thofe who 
continued obllinatc in their infidelity. His prayers in their favour 
were heard. The infidels willingly liflened to his inflruclions, and 
he baptized an incredible multitude. His flay about Dockum was 
not very long ; and croffing the Lavinca or Jflcl he made his way 
through the country now called Ovcr-Iflcl, and feveral other parrs. 
At a village called Hum ark the inhabitants who were all idolaters, call 
Jots whether he and his companions mould be put to death ; but pro- 
vidence determined the lots which the people foolifhly imagined to 
be di reeled by the powers they worflupped, for the prefcrvation of 
the holy miflionaries. Having cfcapccj out of their hands our faint 
pr< ached in the country then called Trcntonia or Drcntin, and many 
v. ere initiated by him in the holy inyllerica. Uut fome of his dif- 

ciples 
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ciples proceeding to demolifli the places dedicated to the pra&iee 0^ 
fuperftition and idolatry, the Pagans were fo incenfcd that they re- 
folved to maffacre the faint and his collegues, and one of them di- 
rected his fword to his neck with fuch force, as muft have cut off 
his head if providence had not diverted the ftroke : but St. Anfcha- 
rius affures us, that it was entirely broke by cutting a firing about the 
faint's neck, at which hung a cafe of rclicks which he always carried 
with him. This deliverance furprifed the idolaters, and (truck them 
with a profound veneration for the fervant of God. The faint thence 
proceeded into Wigmore, the country where Bremen now ftands, and 
was the firfl miflionary who palled the Elbe. The Saxons at that time 
had fpread themfelves (rom the Oder to the Rhine and the Germ anick 
ocean, occupying the greateft part of the northern provinces of Ger- 
many. Though divided into feveral cantons or tribes which wer-e 
diftinft governments, they all followed the fame rites and cuftoms, 
and in cafe of a general war united under one commander. St. V/il- 
lehad preached in this country feven years, till the great rebellion of 
the Saxons againft Charlemagne broke out in 782 [a). They had 

Q q 3 made 



[a) Charlemagne, or Charles 
the Great, fon of king Pepin, 
was born in 742 j was crowned 
king of France in 768 ; but his 
youngcfl brother Carloman reign- 
ed in Aufirafia till his death, in 
77 1 . Charlemagne vanquifhed 
Hunauld, duke of Aquitain, and 
conquered the French Gothia or 
Languedoc : fubdued Lombardy, 
conferred on pope Adrian the ex- 
archat of Ravenna, the dutchy of 
Spolctto and many other domi- 
nions, took Pavia (which had been 
honoured with the refidence of 
twenty kings) and was crowned 
king of Lombardy in 774. The 
emir Abderamenc in Spain having 
(haken oIF the yoke of the caliph 
of the Saracens, in 736, and cita- 
blifhed his kingdom at Cordova, 
and other emirs in Spain felting 
up independency, Charlemagne, in 
778, marched as far as the Ebro 
and Saragofa, conquered Barce- 
lona, Gironnc and many other 
places, and returned triumphant. 
His co u fin Roland who followed 
him with the rear of his army, in 
hi* return was fet upon in the Py- 



renean mountains by a troop of 
Gafcon robbers, and (lain 5 and 
is the famous hero of numberlefs 
old French romances and fongs. 
The Saxons having in the king's 
abfence plundered his dominions 
upon the Rhine, he flew to the 
Wefer, and compelled them to 
make fatidaclion. Thence he 
went to Rome, and had his in- 
fant fons crowned kings, Pepin of 
Lombardy and Lewis of Aqui- 
tain. The great revolt of the 
Saxons in 7^2 called him again 
on that fide. When they were 
vanquifhed and fued for pardon, 
he declared he would no more 
take their oaths which they had 
fo often broken * unleis they be- 
came chrlilians. Witikind em- 
braced the condition, was baj • 
tized with his chief followers in 
785, and being created duke of 
part of Saxony, remained ever 
after faithful in his religion and 
allegiance. From him arc de- 
feended either directly or by inter- 
marriages many dukes of Ba\arui, 
and the prefent houfes of Saxony* 
Brandenburg, <frc. as may be Ceea 

Hi 
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*nade inroads upon his territories, and had been compelled to pay him, 
a" tribute in. 772: in which war he deflroyed the famous idol Ixmenful, 

with 

in tix6 German gen eato gifts. Som<?. campagnes, and the winter at fome 
other Saxons afterward revolted, country palace. King Pepin refid- 
and were vanquished- and punifh- ed at H'erftal; now Jopin, in the 
ed-iri 794* 798, &c. fb that, thro' territory of Liege, and fometimes 
their repeated- treachery and re- at Quiercy on the Oife : Charle- 
.bellions, this Saxon war continue magne often at Francfort or Aix- 
ed at intervals for the fpace of la-Chapelle, which were country 
thirty-three years. Thaflillon, feats 5 for thofe towns were then 
duke of Bavaria, for treafonable inconfiderable places : though the 
Jjra&ices, was attacked by Charle- latter had been' founded by Sere- 
magne in 7S8, vanquilhed : , and nusGranus in 1 24, under Adrian, 
obliged to put on a monk's cowl it owes its greatnefs to the church 
to fave his life ; from which time built there by Charlemagne. 
Bavaria was annexed to Charle- This prince was not lefs worthy 
inagnc's dominions. To punifh our admiration in the quality of 
the Abares for their inroads, he a legiflator than in that of a con- 
crofTed the Inns into their terri- queror ; and in the midft of his 
tories, facked Vienna and march- marches and victories he gave the 
ed to the mouth of the Raab utmoft attention to the wife go- 
upon the Danube. In 794, he vernment of his dominions, and 
afnfted at the great council of to every thing that could promote 
Francfort, held in his royal palace thehappinefs of his people, the ex- 
there. He reftored Leo III. at aUation of the church, and the 
Rome, quelled the feditions there, advancement of piety and every 
and was crowned by him on branch of facred and- ufeful learn- 
Chriflmas-day, in 800, emperour ing. (See Hardion, Hift. Uniwr- 
of Rome and of the Weft: in J}J/i\ T. 10.) What pains he took 
which quality he was afterward, for the reformation of monaftc- 
folemnly acknowledged by Nice- rics, and for the fake of unifor- 
Jphorus, emperour of Conflanti- mity introducing in them the rule 
noplc. Thus was the wcfiern of St. Bennet, appears from his 
empire reftored, which had been tranfaelions, and levcral ecclefia- 
extinel in Momylus Auguftulus in ftical aAemblies in 789. His zeal 
the fifth century. In 805, Charle- for the devout obfervance of the 
magne quelled and conquered the rites of the church is cxprefled in 
Slavonians. The Danube, the his book to Alcuin on that fub- 
Teifle and the Oder on the F.aft, jee-t, and in his encyclical epiftle 
and the Ebro and the ocean on the on the rites of baptiim (rip. Mnbil. 
Weft were the boundaries of his sh:u!cSf. T. 1. p. 21.) and in va- 
vaft dominions. France* Ger- rious works which he commiflion- 
many, Dacia, Dalmatia, Iftria, ed Alcuin and others to compile. 
Italy, and part of Pannoriia, and For the reformation of manners, 
Spain obeyed his laws. It was efpccially of the clergy, he pro- 
then euftomary for kings not to cured many fyuods to be held, in 
reticle in great cities, but to paf;» which decrees were framed, which 
tht iummef often in progrcfles or s.re called his Ctrfiiirfa (CW. 
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with its rich temple, in the fortrefs called Ebrefburg, which ibxqe 
place near the Wefer, others not far from Katifbon In 77^., 

Q^q 4 Charlemagne 



T. 6 & 7. ed, Labbe). His Capitu- 
lars, divided into many chapters 
are of the fame nature. The beft 
edition of thefe Capitulars is given 
by Baluzius, with diflertations, in 
1677, two vol. folio. The Ca- 
rotin Books are a theological work 
(adopted by this prince, who 
{peaks in the firlt perfon) com- 
piled in four books, againft a 
falfified copy of the fecond 
council of Nice, fent by certain 
Iconoclafls from Conftantinople, 
on which fee F. Daniel (Hzjt. de 

France, in ChaHemagne, French 

edition in folio) and Ceillier, 
p. 376, 8c 400. There never was 
a truly great man who was not a 
lover and encourager of learning 
as of the higheft improvement of 
the human mind. Charlemagne 
by moft munificent largeffes in- 
vited learned men over from fo- 
reign parts, as Alcuin, Peter of 
Pifa, Paul the deacon, Sec. found 
no greater pleafure than in con- 
verting with them, inftituted an 
academy in his own palace, and 
great fchools at Paris, Tours, &c. 
aflifted at literary difputations, 
was an excellent hiftorian, and 
had St. Auittn's books, On the 
City of God, laid every night un- 
der his pillow to read if he awak- 
ed. Yet Eginhard affures us, that 
whatever pains he took, he could 
never learn to write, becauie he 
was old when he firfl applied him- 
felf to it. He was /killed in auto- 
nomy, arithm click, mufick and e- 
vcry branch of the mathematicks : 
under Mood the Latin, Greek, 
Hebrew and Syr jack, alfo the 
Schivonian and levcral other liv- 
ing languages, fo as never to 

want an interpreter to converfc 



with embaffadours of neighbour- 
ing nations. He meditated afli- 
duoully on the fcriptures, affilled 
at the divine office, even that of 
midnight if pofhble ; had good 
books read to him at table, and 
took but one meal a day, which 
he was .obliged to anticipate be- 
fore the hour of evening on fall- 
days, that all his officers and fer- 
vants might dine before mid- 
night. .Pie was very abftemious, 
had a paternal care of the poor 
in all his dominions, and honour- 
ed good men, efpecially among 
the clergy. Charlemagne died 
January the twenty-eighth, in 
814, feventy-two years old, and 
was buried at Aix-la-Chapelle. 
The incontinence, into which he 
fell in his youth, he expiated by 
fincere repentance, fo that feveral 
churches in Germany and France 
honour him among the faints. In 
the univerfity of Paris, the RJofi 
Conjlnnt nation of the Germans 
(which was originally called the 
Englifli nation, in 1 250, when the 
diuinclion of nations in the faculty 
of arts was there eifoblilhed) take 
Charlemagne for their patron, 
but only keep his fclttval fince 
the year 1480, which is now 
common to the other three na- 
tions of French, Pi cards and Nor- 
mans fince 1661. Frederick I. 
or Barbarofla caufed a tranflation 
of his body to be made in 1165, 
when the antipope PafehulIII. in 
the time of Alexander III. pub- 
lished a decree of his canonisa- 
tion. Though this be o( no force, 
yet at Aix-lu-ChapeUe hi* felH- 
val is kept a Double of the fir ft 
clafs . 

(/>) Tacitus tells us, the idol 

I l inen I ul 
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-Charlemagne was bufy againft the Lombards in Italy ; which occa- 
sion the Saxons took to revolt ; but being defeated by him obtained 
theif pardon in 776. Though Defiderius, the laft king of the Lom- 
bards* had been fent into France, where he probably died a monk, 
the duke of Benevento arid other Lombard princes raifed commo- 
tions in Italy, which Charlemagne quelled in four months, and re- 
turned to curb the Saxons, who had at that time again revolted. 
They renewed their homage to him in 777 : only Witikind, aWefi> 
phalian Saxon, who had been at the head of this rebellion, fled into 
Denmark. In 780, the Saxons were again in arms, and again fub- 
dued. But in 782, at the mitigation of Witikind, they entered into 
a general confpiracy, and renewed hoitilitiea with unparalled rage 
'fend cruelty, raifing a dreadful perfecution againfl all the teachers of 
the chriflian religion, and putting to death all the mhTionaries that 
fell into their hands. Several fullered martyrdom on this occafion, 
among whom one named Folcard, a prieft, with his companion Em- 
itting ; alfo Benjamin, Atrebanus, and Gerwal, with their companions. 
St. Willehad who had governed this whole million feven years, efcap- 
ed by Tea into Frifeland, and whilil the tumult of the war rendered 
his mWftonary duties impoifible, took an oppoitunity of going to 
Home, and laying before pope Adrian the Hate of his miffion. He 
was honourably received by the pope, and with his apoftolick blelT- 
Ing made halte back to France, where waiting the end of the war he 
pafled almoft two years in the monaftery of Epternac, in watching, 
falling, ftudy, and arduous contemplation : he prayed often at the 
tomb^of Sr. Willibrord. He alio copied the epiltles of St. Paul and 
fome other books, and here he aflenibled his fellow-labourers whom 
the war had diiperied. In 785, duke Witikind being baptized (1), 

and 

See the hiftorv of Witikind, bv the celebrated Crufius, in fo- 
lio. Alfo, Vie dc Witikind le Grand, Tige des JVIaifons de Saxe, 
de Bnmdenbourg, &c. par M. Dreux de Radier, duodecimo, 1755. 



Jrmenful reprefented Mercury : 
Srelrnan thinks it was a pillar de- 
dicated to Mars. Monf. Terrier 
douTrts not but it was a monument 
creeled fn honour of Arminius, the 
braveGerman genera] who defend- 
ed the liberty of his country againft 
the Romans, and was long the 
fubjeet of romances and Tongs a- 
mong the Germans. Herman fjg- 
ni fics *ivarriour y ,'md Saul (which 
in l ower Saxony is pronounced 
£u/) a pillar. Whence he con 
jerturci. this to have been the 
name of his office : which fhe 
Kojnanis raiilook for hi* proper 



name, and from Irman or Her- 
man formed Arminius. See the 
dill", of Monf. Tercier, to (hew 
the Ten to nick or German lan- 
guage to be the oldeft now ufed 
in Europe. [Mt moires PAcad* 
tits Iufcriptiuits,) T. 24. ad an. 

1751. Kimius (in his hiflory of 
the iionfe of Drunfwic-JLuiien- 
burg) will have it that Fhre/hurg 
orKbrelhurg in the prefent Stadl- 
bergin YVcitphaliu. Charlemagne 
having (a ken the fortrefs of Ehrel- 
burg, after a long liege, found 
there a booty which fur pa Hal 
imagination. The idol was de- 

Uro) eel, 
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and peace reftored in Saxon/, St Willehad returned to his province. 
Charlemagne, whofe protection he implored, allowed him a dwelling 
inWigmore, or the country between the Wefer and the Elbe; and two 
years after, when the faint had founded many churches, that prince 
procured him to be ordained biShop of the Saxons, on the fifteenth 
of July, in 787. The faint fixed his fee at Bremen, which city 
feems only to have been founded at that time, and was afterward 
much enriched by its archbiShops. St. Willehad having received die 
epifcopal character, redoubled his zeal and his folicitude in preach- 
ing, baptizing, administering penance and ordaining priefts. His 
food was only bread with honey, herbs or apples ; except that when 
his health was much impaired, and he Was afflicted with frequent dif- 
tempers, pope Adrian commanded him to allow himfelf a little fiffo. 
Wine or any other intoxicating liquor he never touched, except the 
wine he took at the altar. Unlefs fome very extraordinary impedi- 
ment fell out he never milled faying mafs every day, and ufually 
offered that adorable facrifice with many tears. Holy reading and 
meditation were his favourite exercifes : and he ufually recited the 
whole pfalter every day, and frequently two or three times a day 
with wonderful alacrity and devotion. His cathedral church he 
built of wood, Vvhich his fuccefibur Willoric rebuilt of (tone. The 
faint confecrated it on the Sir ft: of November, in honour of our 
Lord Jefus Chrift, under the invocation of St. Peter the apoStle. In 
his old age, and in a very weak Slate of health he could never be 
induced to intermit his functions, and fcarce to mitigate any of his 
auiterities. If Vefpafian ufed to fay, that an emperour, considering 
his great obligations and duties, ought to die Standing ; how 
much more juftly ought a bilhop to die in the field of battle, with 
arms in his hands ? When St. Willehad lay dying, one of his difci- 
ples laid to him weeping : " Forfake not fo loon your tender flock, 
*• expofed to the fury of wolves." The holy prelate anfwercd ; 
" Withhold me not from going to God. Thefe Sheep of mine I 
" recommend to him whoentruftcd them to me, and wiiofe mercy is 
" able to protect them." St. Willehad died in a village of Friieland, 
in his diocefs, called Bkckcnfee, now Plexcm : and his body was 
with great pomp conveyed to Bremen, and buried in his cathedral, 
lie had laboured in his millions thirty -live years, and been bifhop 
two years, three months and twenty-fix days. On account of many 
miracles wrought at his tomb, St. Aufcharius his third fuccefibur at 
Bremen, and the fir ft archbifhopof Hamburgh, by the authority of 
the apoitolick fee, enrolled him amongft the faints, and made a fo- 
lemn translation of his relicks. The See from St. Anfcharius's time 
remained united with that of Hamburgh: but the archbifhops foon re- 
turned to relide at Bremen. See St. Willehad's life compiled by 

St. Anicharius, fourth bilhop of Bremen, in Mabillon, slnnal. BvmJ. 

T. 24. 



ftroyed, and the column carried 
away, and placed in a new church 
built by Charlemagne at Ilildc- 
Shuiiij where it ii> to be feen at 



this day, and ferves to put candles 
upon, when the church is illumi- 
nated, on high fcllivals, 
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1, 24. §. 36, Sec. And in Batasvia Sacra, p. 85. Alfo Adam of Bre- 
men, in his accurate Hijiory of the Archbijhops of Bremen, c. 1 . p. 1 . 

St. Godfrey^ biftiop of Amiens, C. Godfrey was born in the ter- 
ritory of SoifTons, of noble and pious parents : his father Fulco was 
no fooner a widower than he confecrated himfelf to God in the mona- 
flick habit. Our faint was educated from five years of age, when he 
was weaned, in the monaftery of Mount St. Quintin's under the care 
of the holy abbot Godfrey, who was his godfather, and uncle to 
.B. Ida, countefs of Boulogne and Namur, and mother to God- 
fry and Baldwin, the kings and conquerors of Jerufalem. The faint 
in his youth always gave the better part of his meals to the poor, 
and fometimes did not make his appearance at all in the refettory, 
fpending his time in fome private oratory ; and he often watched 
great part of the night in prayer. The flreams of tears which fre- 
quently watered his cheeks at his prayers were proofs of the tender 
compunction and devotion of his foul. At; twenty-five years of age, 
having made good proficiency in the facred ftudies, he was ordained 
prieft by the bimop of Noyon, though only obedience could over^ 
come his fears of approaching the holy altar. Soon after he was 
chofen abbot of Nogent in Champagne. Under his direction this 
houfe flouriihedin fuch regularity of difcipline,.that two abbots re- 
figned their dignities to learn to ferve God there more perfectly. 
The faint by long habits of watchfulnefs over himfelf, and mortifi- 
cation, was fo perfectly matter of his fenfes, that no fuperfluous 
word or glance of an eye feemed. ever to efcape him,, and his mo- 
defty and filence were the vifible marks of his continual interiour re- 
collection. The cook having one day mixed a few crumbs of white 
bread with the herbs which he ufually eat with only fait and water, 
he would by no means fuffer that delicacy, faying: <( Do not you 
<c know that the fiefti rebels if it be not tamed ?" When the arch- 
bifliop of Rheims and a whole council prelfed the faint to take upon 
him the government of the great abbey of St. Remigius at Rheims, 
he flarted into the mid ft of the aflembly, alleged the canons with 
great vehemence, and faid : " God forbid 1 ftiould ever contemn a 
" poor fpoufc by preferring a rich one." Some time after, in 1 103, 
he was not able by his importunities to refill the violence with which 
he was inttalled bimop of Amiens. He catered that city barefoot, 
and arriving at the church of St. Firminus, he firft opened his mouth 
to his flock by a molt pathctick fermon. His palace was truly the 
houfc of a difciple of Chrift. Every day he ferved at his own ta 
blc thirteen poor people, and warned their feet. To attend the molt 
loathfomc lepers feemed his grcateO. pleafure. He exerted an epifco- 
pal vigour and firmnefs in reproving obllinate and powerful fmner.% 
and in reforming his clergy, and efpecially the monallery of St. V ti- 
lery, though this work cofl him a journey to Rheims, and. another 
to Rome. When he celebrated the divine ofiice at the court of Ro- 
bert, count of Artois, held at St. Omer's at Chnftnuis, he re 
•f 11 fed to receive the offerings of all perfons, though fovercign prime;, 
wlv> prefented themfelves with their hair effeminately curled; lb 
that many were obliged to Rep out of the church 10 cut otf theii 
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curled locks with a knife or fvvord, that they might not be de-* 
proved qf the holy prelate's bleffrng. As he was going to Rheim$ 
to confer with his metropolitan upon certain matters of importance* 
he was taken ill of a fever on the road, and having received the 
holy facraments joyfully departed to our Lord on the eighth of No- 
vember, in 1 1 1 Si in the abbey of St. Crifpin at SoifTons, and was 
there interred. His name is honoured in the Roman Marty rology. 
m See his life written by Nicholas, a monk of SoifTons, in the fame- 
century. 









NOVEMBER 9. 

The Dedication of the Church of our 
Saviour, commonly called St. John 
Lateral!* 



FROM the beginning of the world altars Were erected for 
offering facrifices to God, and the places which were de- 
puted for this fupreme act of religion, were always looked upon 
as facred. Abel, Noe\ Abraham and the other patriarchs raifed 
altars in retired and . fan£Hfied places^ where they fometimes 
aflcmblcd their families or tribes to pay to God the moft folemn 
religious worihip. Abraham, to make the place more awful 
and retired, planted a grove round his altar at Beerfabe ( 1), 
and went thither religioufly with his family to offer prayers and fh- 
crifices. Jacob erected an altar of ftone at Bethel, pouring oil upon 
it, called the place the houfe of God, and vowed to pay to him 
the tithes of all his pofluffiuns (2). When God gave to 
the Jews a complete law of religious rites and ceremo- 
nies, he commanded a moveable tabernacle to be built and con- 
fecrated with oil (3), and a golden, altar for offering incenfe, and 
another altar (of holocaufts) to be creeled, and anointed with oil 
by way of confecration (4). By the divine appointment a temple 
was afterward built with thcutmofr religious refpeft (5). Chriflians 
had from the beginning chambers or oratories in private houfes 

fet 



(0 Gen. xxi. 33, ^ Gen. xxviii. 18.27. xxxv. i.j. 

(3) Exod. xl.o; (4) JI>- v. 10. (?) 2 Kmp (or 

Samuel) vii. and 3 (a!. 1.) Kings vi. See Calmct'a Diflerr. fur les 
Temples des Ancient Comm. T. 2. n. 621, prefixed to the third 
frock of Kings. 
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fet apart for their religious aflemblies and facrifices, as appears 
from St. Paul (6), and from the Upper Room, in which the 
apoftles are frequently mentioned in the A£rs of the apoftles to 
have affernbled (7), which feems to have been in the houfe of 
John Mark (8). In the time of St. John the Evangelift the 
place for the afTembly of the faithful with the bifhop is called 
the church, or Ecclefea (9). St. Clement of Rome (10) fays, 
that God had appointed places to be appropriated to his wor- 
fhip. St. Ignatius often mentions one altar in every church, and 
one bifhop (1 1). Tertullian calls the place of the aflembly in 
which the baptifmal renunciations were made, the euchanft of- 
fered, &c. Ecclefia^ or the church, and the houfe of God (12). 
The heathen author of the dialogue called Philopatris^ mentions 
the chriftians place of religious afTemblies. Lampridius, in the 
life of Alexander Severus, reports jhat that emperour adjudged 
to the chriftians a place of their religious worfhip which the 
victuallers claimed. St. Gregory Thaumaturgus burlc many 
churches, as St. Gregory of NyfTa relates in his life. That an- 
cient doctor in his canonical epiftle (13), and St. Dionvfius of 
Alexandria (14), diflinclly mention the church. St. Cyprian 
often fpcaks of the church, which he fometimes calls the Lord's 
houfe, or Domlnicmn* Eufebius fays (15), that during the 
peace which the church enjoyed from the perfecution of Vale- 
rian to that of Dioclefian, the ancient churches were not large 
enough to contain the faithful, 66 and therefore they erected from 
ft6 the foundation new ones more ample and fpaclous in every 
city." Origcn indeed (16), Mintitius Felix, and Ladran- 
tius (17) fay, chriftians had no temples or altars; but evi- 
dently mean for idols and bloody facrifices, like thofe of the 
heathens. La&antius himfelf (18) fpeaks of a chriftian church 
in Phrygia, which the heathens burnt with the whole aflembly 
in it. And lie not only mentions the demolifbing the irately 
church of Nicomcdia (19), but fays, that even in Gaul where 
the mild Conflautiu's ruled, the churches were pulled down (20) ; 
in which he could not have been miftaken, who was in Gaul at 
that time with Oifpus Caefar. So that when Eufebius fays, 
** Conlhintius deflroyed no churches" (21), he could only 
mean, that he gave no pofitive orders to deftroy any ; but that 
prince durft not oppofe the other empcrotirs fo far as not to 

allow 

{6) 1 Cor. xi. = 2- See S. Aug S. Baf S.Chryf.&c. ib. (7) Ath 
5. 13, &c. (8) Acls xii. 12. (o) S. Joan. ap. Clem. Alex. 

&~. I'.uf. I. 3. c. 17. (10) Ep, 1. ad Cor. n. 40. . (11) Hp, ad 

Manure. & ad rhilad.&c. (12) Dc Cor. c. 3. Dc Pud. c. 4. De Idol, 
c. 1 7. ndv.Valen. c. 2. (1 3) C. x 1. (14) Ep. Canon, c. 2. (15) Hill. 
J. K. <:, 1. (16) L. 8. contr. Crlf. (17) Jnfl.it. 1. z. c. i. 

(iK hia. 1. 5. cm. ,'19) L. dc Morr. Perfcc. c. 13. (20) ib. 
c 1 5. \zi) Euf 1. 8. c. 1 3. 
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allow officers or\ magiftrates fo dffpo/bd, to put in execution 
the edicts of Dioclefian. Gildas (22) and Bede (23) teftify 
that the churches were "tlemolifhed in Britain in the persecution 
of Dioclefian, and rebuilt when it was over. St* Op tat us fays, 
there were forty churches in Rome before the lad perfecu- 
tion (24) which were taken away, but reftored to the chri- 
ftians by Maxentius (25). It is a very ancient tradition at 
Rome that the houfe of the fenator Pudens was converted into 
a church by St. Peter, or rather that he eftablifhed an oratory 
in that palace (26). 

Conftantine the Great by his victory over Maxentius, gained 
on the twenty-eighth of October, in 312, became mafter of 
Italy and Africa, and under his protection, and the favour of 
Licinius who reigned in the Eaft till the year 323, the chriftians 
began to build every where fumptuous churches. That of Tyre, 
begun by the citizens, under the direction of Paul in us their 
himop, in 313, is minutely defcribed by Eufebius. The per- 
secution, which Licinius renewed in 319, put a flop to iuch 
works in the Eaft : but after his defeat, and efpecially after 
the council of Nice, Conftantine built and adorned many 
churches at his own expence. Among thefe Eufebius men- 
tions a moft 'magnificent one at Nicomedia, another at Antioch 
in the form of an octagon, which from its rich ornaments was 
called the Golden Church : others at Jerufalem and in feveral 
other parts of Paleftine, and at Conftantinople. The great 
church of Sanc~ta Sophia there, dedicated to Chrift, the increated 
Wifdom, which was magnificently rebuilt by Juftinian, was 
firft founded by Conftantine (27), and flnifhed by Conftantius 
in 360. Conftantine built alfo at Conftantinople the beautiful 
church of the twelve apoftles, which, as Eufebius (28) de- 
fcribes it, " was vaftly high ; yet had all its walls covered with 
c< marble, its roof overlaid with gold, and the outfide covered 
c4 with gilded brafs, in (lead of tiles." Among a great num- 
ber of churches which this pious cmperour built, the principal 
is that of our Saviour which he founded on Mount Ccelio in 
Rome. It flood upon the fpot, and was built in part with the 
materials, of the palace of Lateran which gave name to that, part 
of the hill, and which had been the houfe of Publius Latcranus, 
a rich Roman fenator whom Nero put to death as an accom- 
plice 

{22) Gild. deExcid. Brit, initio. (23) Bcdc, 1. 1. c. 6& 3.. 

( 2 -j.) Op tat. 1. 3, p. 49. (25) S. Aug. in Brcvic. Collat. 3 dici 

c 18, Sec. (20) Sec the lives of S. 1'ndcntiana and Praxcdcs. 

(27) See the hiflory and defcription of the magnificent church of 
Suntia Sophia in the learned I>u J'Yefne lord Da Change's ConAantino- 
polifi Chrilliami, 1. 3. p. ,y ad p. 52. [::S) Euf. in vit. Con- 

fcuiL I 4, c. ,3 tf. 
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jplice in Pifo V confpirac^ Conftantine inherited it by .his- wife 
Faufla 5 whence it was called Fauftina, -and more frequently the 
Conftantinian Bafilick. The founder built a chapel within the 
inclofed area of this, church, and dependant upon it* dedicated to 
St. John Baptift, with a' fecond altar dedicated to St. John Evan- 
gelift. This chapel was the Baptifterion, a fine ftru&ure, and 
*noft richly ornamented. Upon the font was placed an image qf 
fit. John Baptift. We find by the ancient memorials of the 
church of Rome> that Conftantine gave to this Baptifterion or 
chapel thirteen thoufand nine hundred and thirty-four golden 
J)ence yearly income, in houfes and lands, not only in Italy 9 
but alfo in Sicily, Africa and Greece (29), which amounts to 
about ten thoufand four hundred and fifty pounds ; for the 
golden penny at that time was worth fifteen millings of our 
mohey. But if we confider the difference of the prices of 
things, the fum would be now of a much greater value. This 
chapel having always been a place of great fame and devotion, 
from it the whole church, though dedicated to our Saviour, 
has been generally called the church of St. John Lateran. 
The popes ufually refided at this church, till Gregory IX. re- 
turning from Avignon, began to refide at St. Peter's or the 
Vatican. This church neverthelefs retains the pre-eminence 
above all other churches in Rome or in Chriftendom, which 
has been confirmed to it by the bulls of Gregory IX. and 
Pius V". when the precedence was contefted by the canons of 
St. Peter. The popes officiate here on certain great feftivals 
of the year, and their ftately Lateran palace, contiguous to 
this church, was repaired by Benedict XIII. though, on account 
of the remarkable unwholefomencfs of the air in this partftfj, 
the popes ufually refide either at the great Vatican palace, or 
more frequently at that of Monte Cavallo. The Lateran 
church is ftylcd the head, the mother and the miflrefs of ail 
churches, as an infeription on its walls imports. It would be 
too long to enumerate the precious relicks of our divine Re- 
deemer's pafiion, and of innumerable martyrs with which it is 
enriched. Pope Leo I. eflablifhed among the canons of the La- 
teran bafilick the regular obfervance which St. Auftin had in- 
flituted in Africa. Alexander II. placed here reformed regular 

canons which he called from St. Frigidian's at Lucca, in 1061, 

and 

(29) Anaft. in Sylveflr. 

[n) The un health ful nefs of this populoufnefs, and the prcfenl 

quarter of the city, now filled thinneis of inhabitants and want 

with ilately ruins, and of the of tires to purify the ah* from 

Cmnpagnia of Rome toward Ci~ noxious exhalations. Some qum" 

vita V ecchia, &c.isafcribcd by the tors of the city arc very health' 

bell judges to its ancient cxccilivc full 
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and declared this church the head of that reformed Congregation, 
which ftill bears the name of the regular canons of St. John of 
Lateran, though thefe canons have been removed hence to the 
church of our Lady della pace^ and fecular canons with the title 
of prelates ferve this bafilick according to the conftitutions of 
Sixtus III. in 1456, and Sixtus IV. in 1483. ( b ) 

Solomon's 



{h ) As the antient Chriftians 
frequently turned their faces to 
the eaft at prayers, as an em- 
blem of their hope of a refurrec- 
tion, fo churches were ufually 
built with the high altar toward 
the eaft, and the front or great 
entrance to the weft, as the apof- 
tolick conftitutions dire£t (1. 2. c. 
57). Yet this rule admitted fre- 
quent exceptions, as conveniency 
or necemty required, as Bona 
takes notice (Liturg. 1. 1. c. zo. 
n. 4.). Socrates obferves, that 
in the great church at Antioch, 
the altar did not look toward the 
eaft, as was cuftomary, but to- 
ward the weft (Socr. 1. 5. c. 22.) 
The ancient churches had a court 
or yard enclofed with a wall: 
frequently before the great door 
a fountain or ciftern, in which 
perfons warned their face and 
hands before they entered the 
church, as an emblem of the in- 
teriour purification of the foul, 
(Tert. dc Orat, c. 1 x. S. Faulin. 
ep. 12.&C.) Before the entrance 
•were a porch, an open court, 
(where "the fiift clafs of penitents 
flood in the open air) and often 
on each fide porches or cloiftcrs 
raifod on pillars. The council 
of Nantes in 658, allows the 
•dead to be buried in the. church- 
yard, pore hi or exedrse, that is, 
.out- buildings, but uever in the 
■church (c. 6.). .. The inner parts 
.of a church were antiently dillin- 
guifhed as follows. The lull was 
called N art hex > next the door, 

hi which the catechumens and 



the penitents called Audientes were 
admitted : the name Nartbex fig- 
nifies a ferula, rod or ftaff, which 
the oblong figure of this part re- 
fembled. Next to this was the 
Naos or nave, or body of the 
church, where the reft of the lai*- 
ty prayed ; at the bottom of it 
was placed the rank of the peni- 
tents called Stibji?-ati 1 in the mid- 
dle ftood the Ambo, or pulpit 
large enough to contain feveral 
readers or fingers. But biihops 
moft frequently preached from 
the riling fteps of the altar, 
though S. Chryfoftom preferred 
the Ambo. (See Vales in Socr. I. 
6. c. 5.) Above the Ambo ftood 
the 4th clafs of penitents called 
Cofififtentes :. alfo the laity, each 
fex in feparate places ; ufually the 
women on each fide behind the 
men. (See Conft. Apoft. 1. 2. c 
57. S. Cyril. Prasf. Catech. c. 8. 
S. Chryf. Horn 74. in. Mat. S. 
Aug. de Civ. 1, 2. c. 28. & 1. 22. 
c. 28.) Even S. Helen fubmitted 
to this difcipline, praying widi the: 
women (Socr. 1. 1. c. .17.) 
This cuftom Sc. Charles Bor- 
romeo reftored at Milan. The 
emperour in the Eaft prayed with- 
in the chancel, till Thcodofiua. 
was reproved for it by St. Am- 
brofc at Milan. From that time 
the emperours had their or 
throne /« SanftaSofb'w, in the up- 
per end of the men's apartment 
next to the chancel, and the cm- 
pre fa in the womens apartment, 
(Sozom. 1. 7. c. 25.). The Bcm/i, 
iimctuary or choir, (called by 113 

ch.mccL 
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Solomon's temple was dedicated to the divine worfhip, by 
the moft folemn religious rites and prayers. The Chriftians 

who 



<4 



chancel, becaufe feparated from 
the reft by Cancelli or rails, and 
a curtain that was drawn before 
the door) contained the altar, 
and behind it the Bema or throne 
of the bifhop and priefts, ufually in 
the femicircular upper end called 
Apfis. The curtain or veils before 
the folding doors of the chancel 
hid the profpecr. of the altar 
from catechumens and infidels, 
and covered the facrifice of the 
eucharift, in the time of con- 
fecration. Of this S. Chry- 
foftom fays, (Horn. 3. in Ephef.) 
<4 When the facrifice is brought 
" forth, when Chrift the Lamb of 
** God is offered, when you hear 
this fignal given, let us ail join 
in common prayer : when you 
* fee the veil withdrawn, then 
think you fee heaven opened, 
and the angels defcending from 
4< above," The word altar, 
(Qvatafygiov, ara, and a/tare) 
is ufed by S. Ignatius (ep. ad 
Ephef. n. 1 . ad Trallian. n. 7. ad 
Philad. n. 4. ad Magnes. n. 7.) by 
S. Irenseus (1. 4. c. 34.) Origen 
(horn, ic in Num.) Tertullian (de 
Orat. c. 14. ad Uxor. 1. i.e. 7. 
Exhort. Caftit. c. 10.) S. Cypri- 
an very often : S. Optat. 1. 6. S. 
Auftin, St. Chryfonom, Sec. 
though the latter more frequently 
calls it the myftical, or the tre- 
mendous table. Altars were firlfc 
of wood S. Optat. (I. 6. 14. S. 
Aug. ep. 50. ad Bonif. p. 84.) S. 
Athanaiius {Ep. ad folit. <vitam 
s>gc7itcs> T. 1. p. 847.) Some 
fay St. Syl verier decreed they 
fliould be always of ltonc. This 
at laft was commanded by the 
council of Epone in France An, 
506 (can. 26.) St. Gregory of 



Nyffa {de Baft. Ckrijli, T. 3. p. 
369.) defcribes them of flone* 
The Roman altar is open on all 
fides, and of a fingle ftone or 
flab. Ciborium, originally a greek 
word, was ufed anciently by the 
Greeks for a fpiral magnificent 
canopy, hanging over the altar 
upon 4 pillars, and at the top rif- 
ing in the . form of a turret, as 
Du Cange demon ft rates {Not in 
Paul. Silentiarum, p. 569.) a- 
gainft Durandusand fome others, 
who think it always fignified the 
Pyxis, in which the eucharift was 
kept, for which it has been long 
ufed. The Blefled Sacrament was 
anciently kept in a filver dove 
hanging over the altar, called 
from die greek word Peritenon, 
or in a decent Armarium at a dif- 
tance from the high altar, as it is 
flill in fome abbeys, Sec. The 
fecond council of Tours, in 567, 
ordered it to be kept in an ark or 
pyxis at the bottom of the crofs 
on the altar. Baptifteries were at 
firil fpacious outer buildings with- 
in the church -yard, as appears by 
Conftantine's churches ; alfo from 
Paulinus (ep. 12. ad Sever.) St. 
Cyril (Cat. Myftag. 1. n. 2.) Si- 
donius (1. 4. ep. 15.) St. Am- 
brofe (ep. 33.) Sec. This con- 
tinued to the fixth century. (See 
S. Greg, of Tours, 1. 2. Htjl. c. 
2i.) Tcrtullian fays, the adult 
pcrion who was to be baptized, 
made his renunciations before the 
altar ; then was led forth to the 
water (de Cor. c. 3.) See Bona, 

Rcr. Liturg. lc Brun, S. Expo/, 
des Ceri'M. du la. Msffe ; Bing- 
ham, Antiquities of the churchy 
b. 8. vol. 3. Bocquillot Tr. ///- 
Jloriquc de ia Liturgie, 1, 1, & 2, 
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who blefled their food, their houfes and whatever they u fed, could 
not fail to confederate or blefs oratories which they deputed for 
divine fervice : though during; the perfecutions they celebrated the 
facrccl my fieri es in houfcs, prifons, private places, &c (29). It was 
doubtlcfs from apoftolick tradition, that the confederation of 
churches was performed with the utmofl devotion and folemnity. 
To ailift at this ceremony a fy nod of the neighbouring and pro- 
vincial bi/hops ufuaUy met- To perform the dedication of the 
church of Tyre, and that of the holy fepulchre at Jcrufalem 
in 33 5 » bifhops were convened by Con flan tine out of all the 
Earl (30). St. Ambrofe relates a prayer ufed at the confecration 
of a church (31). In the writings of the fathers we have feveral 
fermonsor difcourfes which they made on the fcftivalsof tlie dedi- 
cation of churches (3 2) . It was always fevcrely forbid bv the canons 
under pain of deprivation, for any prieft to found a church or 
monaftery without the approbation of the bifhop (33). The 
emperour Juftinian orders, that the bifhop fix a crofs upon the 
fpot, and pray there. St. Cuthbert, St. Chad and other Englifli 
bifhops ufed to fpend whole nights, or fomctimcs 40 days in 
fading, watching and prayer upon the place, before the church 
or monaflery was there founded, as Bede recounts of them. 
Nor can any church or altar be confecratcd without the rJiclcs 
of martyrs (34). Some portion is deposited on the altar- f lone 
or under the altar. Churches are properly dedicated only to 
God, though under the title and invocation, :-nd in honour 
and memory of the faints (35). Altars alfo arc memorials of 
martyrs, but dedicated to God. The ancient councils order 
them to be confecratcd bv the unction of Chriiin, and the 
bl effing of priefts (36). This was an imitation of the ancient 
holy patriarchs, and of what the Jews did by divine appointment. 
The world is defiled, and is the feat of the devil who is become 
its ruler (37). Creatures in it groan under his empire, and are 
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(29) Euf. Hi ft. I. 7. c. 22. Ruinart in Aclis Martyr, in S. Lucia, 
no, frc. (30) Euf. de Vic. Conilant. 1. 4. c. 43. Socrates, I. i. c. 
28. Sozom. 1. 2. c. 26. Theodor. ct Hill, Keel. 1. i.e. 30. (31) 
Exhort, ad virgincs, 15. 11. 94. T. 3, p. 302. ed. Ben. (32) Kuf- 
1. 10. Hift. c. 4. De Vit. Conilant. 1. 4. c. 45. S. (jaudentiu,, 
Serm. 17 in Dcdicationc Cafilica:. S. Ambrof. Serm. H9. (33) 
Cone. Bracar. I.e. 37. An. 563. Cone, llibern. S. I'arricij, can. 23. 
Cone. T. 1. p. 1480. Cone. Caked, can. 4. Jullinian'b novch, 
novel 131. c. 7. (34) Dc Con fee r. dill. 1. c. Altarin. and c. 
P lac ttit . See A/.or ills 1. 10. c. 27, liarbofa, &c. Alfo S. Micron, 
adv. Vigilant. T. .-j. p. -zS.\. ed. Hen. Codex can. Ecclie AiVie. ran. K-j. 
S. Ciaudent. Serm. 17. (35) Ambroiiut. ep. 22,als. 5-1, vd K.j. ad 
Soror. h. 1, and 13. (36) Council of A«di: in so6. Can. 1 4.. 
Council of K pom* in 517. Can. 26. (37) Apoc :;viii. z 
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made the inftruments of finners and fin. Hence the church orders 
every thing to be blefled before it is ufed in the church for the 
divine fervicc. God ftri&Iy forbad in the old Jaw facrifice to be of- 
fered to him in any place except fuchas fhould be chofen by Him, 
which were afterward confecrated for that purpofe (38). Hence 
Churches have been ufuaily confecrated by folemn rites and pray- 
ers : and it is a grievous facrilege to profane them, or do in them 
any thing but what has an immediate relation to the divine fervice: 
the church being the houfe of God. Though he be every where, 
he is (aid to reiide particularly in heaven, becaufe he there dif- 
plays his prefence by his glory and gifts. In like manner he 
honours the church with his fpecial prefence, being there in a 
particular manner ready to receive our publick homages, liftcn 
to our petitions, and beftow on us his choicer!: graces. How 
wonderful were the privilcdges which he annexed, how magni- 
ficent the promifes which he made to the Jewifh temple (39)! 
With what religious awe did his fervants honour it! how feverely 
were they punifhed who facrilegioufly profaned it or it's facred 
vefTels ! There was then but one temple of the true God in the 
whole world : and his temple no infidel was ever fufFered to 
enter farther than the outer inclofure, or Court of the Gentiles. 
Pompey's boldnefs and prefumption in viewing it all over when 
he had conquered the country, was, in the opinion of the Jewifh 
hiftorians, the caufe of all the . misfortunes with which h« 
was afterwards overwhelmed. The Jews, that is, the faithful, 
had an inner Court allotted to them, where they could be- 
hold the offering of the facrifices, and performed their de- 
votions at a diftance from the Holy place : but were never 
permitted to go any farther, nor even to enter this court till they 
had been purified from all legal uncleannefles by the ablutions 
and other rites prefcribed by the law, an emblem of the infe- 
riour purity of the foul. It is recorded by the Rabbins(4o), that 
it was not lawful for any one to fpit on any part of the mountain 
where the temple flood, ever to go through it to another 
place, or* ever to gaze about in it: but entering it with trem- 
bling and gravity, they went to the place where they performed 
their prayer. The Levites, though devoted to the divine fer- 
vice, were not admitted beyond the part allotted for the bloody 
facrifices. None bur prielis could enter the fandluary or Holy 
place and of thefe bur one a week bv lot, could approach the 
froldv n altar to offer the daily facrifice of frankincencc. As 
for the Holy of holies or innermoff. fancluarv, which God 
faneiiticd hy his more immediate prefence, and where the ark, 

the 

'38) Dear. iy (39) .» CJiron. or Pamlip. vii. z. 14, 13, 
it>. , iu-e J .amy, in Appuralu Hiblic:). 
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the tables of the law, and Aaron's rod were kept ; this no one 
'could ever enter on any account, except the high prieft alone, 
and he only once a year, on the folemn feaft of expiation, 
carrying the blood of victims facrificed. Neither was he to do 
this without having been prepared by folemn purifications and 
expiations ; and the fmoke of perfumes was to cover the ark, 
and the propitiatory or oracle, called the Seat of God, before 
the blood was offered. Yet, the temple of Solomon and the 
Holy of holies were only types of our facred tabernacles in 
which is offered, not the blood of fheep and goats, but the 
adorable blood of the immaculate Lamb of God. Verily, tbz 
Lord is in ibis place, and I knew it not (4.1 ). When the Jew- 
ifh temple was con fee rated, to infpire the people with an awe 
for the holy houfe, God filled it with a cloud \ nor auld the 
prieft s Jland and minijlcr, by reafon of the cloud ; for the glory 
of the Lord had filled the houfe of God ^42). This miracle was 
repeated when the hoi oca u{ls were firft offered in it (43). The 
like wonder had often happened when Mofcs and Aaron 
entered the tabernacle. When God came to give the law, Mofes 
himfelf was affrighted and trembled (44), and the people, being 
terrified ftood afar off (45). Yet all thefe things were but fhadows 
to our tremendous myfteries, in which we are fprinkled with 
the precious blood of our Redeemer ; and it is offered by our 
hands (46), and we are thereby afTociated to the compa?iy cf 
many thoufands of angels^ &c. If Chriftians fill the taverns and 
worldly affemblies with their impieties, let them at leaft 
fparc and refpecf God's holy place, which he has commanded 
to be kept undefiled for his own fake, and where Chrift is 
daily offered, and prefents his blood to his Father in propitia- 
tion for our fins. If even infidels polluted thefc facred places, we 
fhould fhuddcr with horrour : but is it poflible that Chrifti- 
ans them/elves mould be guilty of fuch facrilegcs, by which they 
expofe our moft holy myftcrics to the blafpbemies of thefe infidels ? 
How aftonilhing is the refpeel which the Mahometans and the 
moft favage idolaters have for their mofqwes and pagods ! Jt Is 
only thole who poflefs the truth, and know the divine myftc- 
rics, that lofe all fenfe of awe and refpeel for what is moil- fa- 
cred in religion ? Chrift, who received meekly the greatcft fin- 
ners, and bore all injuries in fdence, twice exerted his zeal and 
indignation in expelling the buyers an. I fellers out of the temple 
(47), once foon after he had entered upon his puhlxk miniftry, 
and once before he clofecl it (48). And let ChriMians, agieea- 
bly to the holy name they bear, exeit their zeal to defend the 
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(41) Gen. xxviii. 16. (.{2)2 Chrnn. o: Par. v. r.{. \i(-n) 
)b. vii, 2. ^pj.) JHebr. xi. 21. (45) F.vnd. xx. 1 li. (46) 

llcbr. xi. 22. (47) John ii. Mat. xxi. 
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churches from profanations : if they have not authority to pre- 
vent them, let them at lcaft weep over fuch abufes, which 
tend to extirpate all fenfe of religion. A ray of the divine 
prefence ought to pierce our fouls when we approach the fanc- 
tuary and we ought with trembling to fay to ourfelves : Hour 
terrible is this place ? this is no other than the houfe of God^ and 
the gate of heaven (49). Do wc not enter the awful gates as 
we mould have done the miraculous cloud ? Do we not feem 
to hear with Mofes that voice from the bufii ? Approach not 
hither : put ojf the ft)oes from thy feet , for the ground on which 
thou Ji and eft is holy (50). Do we not put away all earthly 
thoughts and affections ? Do wc not veil our faces by the awe 
with which wc are penetrated, and the ftri6t. guard we place 
upon our fenfes when we appear before him in his holy place, 
before whofe face the heavens and the earth withdraw them- 
felves, and their place is not found (51) ? The feraphims 
tremble in his prefence, and veil their faces with their wings 
(52). Caflian mentions (53) that the Egyptian monks put off 
their fandals whenever tuey went to celebrate or receive the 
holy myilcries. As the Jews upon entering the temple bowed 
themfeives toward the Mercy-feat, fo it feems to have been 
derived from them in the beginning of the church, as Mr. 
Mode and Mr. Bingham obfervc, that the Greek and all the 
oriental Chriftians took up the cuftom which they frill retain, 
of going into the middle of the church at their ingrefs, and 
bowing towards the altar, repeating thofc words of the Publican 
in the gofpel : God, he merciful to me a firmer ; which all 
know who have vifited any of their churches at Rome, Ancona 
or in the Eaft. The cullom of fprinkling the forehead with 
holy .water, in entering the church, is of primitive antiquity 5 and 
the ufe of holy water is recommended by tradition and mira- 
cles (54). In taking it as an emblem of in ten our purity, wc 
pray in finccrc compunction and holy fear, that God in his 
mercy fprinkle us with hyflbp dipped., not in the blood of goats 
ami calves, which could not take away fin, but in the adorable 
blood of Chnll, which may perfectly clean fe our fouls, that wc 
may prefent our felves fpollcls in his holy hou fc, and divine pre- 
tence. From tlu ancient cuilom of celebrating the fcMival of 
the dedication uf each parifli church, during an oclave, with 
watching and great folenmity and devotion, are derived our 
Wakes. On 

(49) Gen. xxviii. 17. (jo( Exod. iii. 5. (51) Apoc. 

xx. 11. (52) hu. vi. 2. (53) I n flit. 1. i.e. 10. 

( $.|) Conflit. Apoll. 1. tS. e. 29. S. F.piphan. luer. 30 in vita 
[oft'phi Com. iul) Coinl.mtino. S. lliirron. in vita S. llilari- 
im. odorei. Jlhl. Keel. 1. 5. c, z. & 12. Ucda de S. Gcr- 
niano Autils. lliil. 1. 1. e. 17. 
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On the fame D A Y. 



St. Theodorus, furnarned Tyro, 1VL St. Gregory of Nyfla, be- 
gins the panegyric!: whirh he pronounced upon this martyr, on his 
feliivalj in prefence of his tomb near Amafea, by gratefully as- 
cribing to his intcrcetiion the prefervaiion of that country from the 
inroads of the Scvthians, who had laid wafte all the neighbouring 
provinces. Imploring his patronage, he fays, t% As a foldier defend 
us ; as a martyr fpeak for us...afk peace : if we want a itronger 
interceflion, gather together your brother martyrs, and with them 
all pray for us. Stir up Peter, Paul and John, that they be folici- 
tous for the churches which they founded. May no herefics 
fprout up : may the Chriitian commonwealth become, by your, and 
your companions prayers, a flouriming field." The pancgyrill tef- 
tifies, that by his intercehion, devils were expelled, and diiiempers 
cured : that many reforted to his church, and admired the ftatelinefs 
of the buildings, and the aclions of the faint painted on the wall ; 
approached the tomb, being perfuaded that the touch thereof imparted 
a blefiing; that they carried away the duft of the fepulchre, as a trca- 
fure of great value, and if any were allowed the happinefs to touch 
the facred relicks, they refpectfuliy applied them to their eyes, mouth, 
ears and other organs of their icnies. " Then," fays the fame St 
Gregory, " fhedding tears of devotion, they addrefs themfelves tc 
" the martyr, as if he were preterit, and pray and invoke him, who is 
cc before God, and obtains gifts as he p! cafes." The venerable pane- 
gyrist proceeds to give a fhort account of the martyr's triumph. The- 
odorus was a native of Syria or Armenia, young, and newly cnlifted 
in the Roman army, whence he was furnamed Tyro. With his legi- 
on he was fent into winter quarters in Pontus, and was at Amal'ea 
when frefh edicts were publiflicd by Maximian Galcrius and Maxi- 
min, for continuing with the utmolt rigour the perfecution which had 
been raifed by Dioclefian. Our young foklier was fo far from con- 
cealing his faith, that he feemcd to carry it written on his forehead. 
Being feized and prefented to tbeguvernourof ihe province and the tri- 
bune of his legion, he was af'ccd by them how he dared profefs a religi- 
on which the emperours punilhed with death: to whom he boldly made 
the following declaration. " 1 know not your god i,. Jefu>. L'hriil, the 
4C only Son of God, is my God. l>eat,tcar, or bin u me : and if my words 
" offend you, cut out my tongue: every part of my body is ready 
" when God calls for it as a facriiicc." ldis judges with a pretended 
companion for his youth, allowed him lime to give the all air a fecund 
thought, and dii milled him for the prefent. Theodorus employed the 
interval in prayer for pcrfeveranec, and being rcfolved to convince his 
judges that his refolution was inflexible, by an extraordinary impulfe 
lie fet fire to a temple of Cybele, which ilood upon the hanks of the 
river Iris, in the middle oi' the ciiv ; and the fabric!: was. reduced to 
allies. When he was carried a fecond time before the govcrnour and 
his aUillant, he was ready to prevent their quclliom, by his conielhon. 
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They endeavoured to terrify him with threats of torments, and allure him 
b-Zprormimg to make him" the prieft of the goddefs, if he would offer 
fuer£ce. His anfwer was, than their prieitb were of all idolaters the 
moil raiferable, becaufe the moft criminal. His body was unmerci- 
fully torn with whips ; and afterwards hoifted on the rack. Under 
all manner of torments the faint maintained his former .tranquillity, 
andgreatnefs of foul, and feemingly infcnfible to the imart of his 
wounds, coaled not to repeat thofe words of the Pfalxmft : / nut 11 blcjs 
the Lord at all times : his praife Jhall be always in my mouth. When 
the governour's cruelty was tired, the martyr was remanded to pn- 
fon, where in the night he was wonderfully comforted by God and 
his holy angels. After a third examination, Theodorus was condemn- 
ed to be burnt alive in a furnace ; which fentence was executed m the 
rear 306, probably on the 17th of February, on which day the 
Greeks and Muscovites celebrate his feftival, though the Latins keep 
it on the oth of November, with the Sacramentary o* St. Gregory the 
Great, Bede, &c. The body of this martyr was tranflated in the 1 2th 
centurv to Brindifi, and is there enfhrined, except the head, which is 
at Caj'eta The ancient church of Venice, of which he is titular 
faint, is laid to have been built by Narfes. A collegiate church m 
Rome, which originally was a temple of Romulus, and Several 

churches in the Eait bear his name ( a ), See St. Gregory of Nyf- 

fa's 

over the Saracens to the patro- 
nage of this martyr, and in 
thankfgiving rebuilt in a itately 
manner the church where his re • 
licks were depofitedat Euchaita in 
Pontus, near the fca, which city 
from the celebrated martyr was 
called Theodoropolis. See Baro- 
nius [Not. hi Mart. 9 Nov.) who 
juftly cenfures thofe who con- 
found thefe two Theodorufes, (as. 
Fabricius has fince done. T. 9. 
BibLGrrrc. p. 147.) Vet him- 
felf falfely places Tyro's (hrinc at 
Euchaita, and afcrit>es to him thefe 
pilgrimages and miracles, which 
certainly belong to St. Theodo- 
rus Stralilatcs, or of Heraclea. 
See the Greek Synaxary, eighth 
and Seventeenth of February. 
The sifts of St. Theodorus of 
Heraclea in Sunus, feventh of 
February are of Small authority. 
See Falconius and J of. Aflemani 
on the eighth and Seventeenth of 
February", and the eighth of June. 
Lubiu, Nut. in Mart. Rom. p. 2S3. 



( a ) The Greeks and Mufco- 
vites honour on the 7th of Fe- 
bruary, among the great martyrs, 
another St. Theodorus, furnam- 
ed Stratilate?, (i. e. general of t 
the army) or of Heraclea, becaufe 
being an officer in the army of 
Licinius, he was beheaded for the 
faith, by order of that cmperour 
at Heraclea in Pontus, about the 
year 319, as the Greek Menxa 
and all the Mcnologies agree on 
the 7th of February. They alfo 
mention on the 8th of June, the 
I call of the tranflation of his re- 
licks to Euchaia or Euchaita, 
which out of devotion to his 
fhrine, was rcforted to by pil- 
grims from all parts of the Eait, 
si\ appeai s from the Spiritual Mea- 
dow, c. 1 80. and Zonaras (3. 
I>nr£, annul.) and Ccdrcnus, (in 

'Joanne Ac wife e Zw/>.) Zonaras 
and Cedremis relate that the em- 
per our John I. furnamed Zemif- 
ces, about the year 970, aScribcd 
great victory which he gained 
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fa's panegyrick on this martyr, T. 2. Op. p. 1002, and in Ruinart* 
His acts in Metaphrases, though conformable to St. Gregory in the 
main, have been interpolated. Papebroch ad t 7 Fcbr. promifed an- 
other encomium of St. Thcodorus Tyro by Nicetas Paphlago - 9 alio 
one by Nectarius of Conftantinople. This laft Lipomannus and 
Surius have published in Lain. Lambccius mentions a Greek copy 
in the impeiial library of Vienna. 

St. Mathuiun, Prielt, C. When theChriftian faith had fpread it's 
beams over moil parts of Gaul in the 3d century, JVJathurin, an inha- 
bitant about Montargis, now the capital of Gatinois, had the happi- 
nefs to open his eyes to the divine light. No fooner had he clii co- 
vered thii, infinite trcafure, than he fold all things and renounced 
the world like the apollles, to fecure to himfelf the pofieflion of the 
ineftimable jewel of divine grace, and its everlalting reward ; and 
being promoted to the pricllhood, he laboured to impart the fame 
bletfing to others, with fuch fuccefs, that he converted his whole 
province to Uhr ill. Loaded with the merits of his zealous labours, 
and good works, he died in peace fome time before the year 388, 
fays the new Paris Breviary, and is honoured as the apoftle and pa- 
tron of the province of Gatinois. His mortal remains were firft de- 
pofited at Sens ; but the greater part was afterward tranllated to Lar* 
chant, a village near Nemours, where his fhrine was famous for pil- 
grimages, till it was burnt by the Huguenots in 1568 Two churches 
in Paris bear the name of this faint, and both formerly depended 
upon the cathedral, commonly called Our Lady's. The biihop and 
canons in 1228, bellowed one of them upon the Trinitarians, who* 
from it were called in France Mathurins. The other continues un- 
der the jurifdicuon of the mctropolitical church of our Lady, and is 
pofTeflcd of a confiderable part of the relicks of this faint, which are 
carried in a rich cafe in folenin religious procefhons of the city. The 
acts of St. Mathurin in Mombritius are of no authority. — See 
Gallia Cbrijiana, Hiji.de PFgli/e dc Paris, and the new Paris Brjvi- 
ary, SauiVay and Baillct, p. 123. 

St. Vanne, or Vm onus, bilhop of Verdun, C. After having borne 
the yoke of our Lord from his youth in a monallick habit, he was 
chofen bimop of Verdun about the year 49S. In this charge he la- 
boured with unwearied zeal for the falvation of his flock 26 years, and 
exhaufted with aulleritics and conflicts, departed to our Lord about 
the year 5?.;. A celebrated congregation of reformed Benedictines 
in Lorrain, formed in the abbey of St. Vanne at Verdun in 1604, 
takes him for patron, and from this famous abbey, and that of Moy- 
en-Moultier dedicated to St.j Ilydulphus, bears the name of St. 
Vanne and Sf Hydulphus. The abbeys of St. Michael, St. Hubert 
in Ardenne, Senones, Muntlcr, St. Avoid and feveral others 
embraced this reform. Many in France denied to accede to 
it ; but on account of the wars then fubhiling, an union was 
thought too dillicult, and a reformation un the fame plan was let on 
foot m France, under the name of the Congregation of St. Maur, be 
un in the abbey of St. AuilhYs at Limoges in 1613; continued by 
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Gregory XV. in 1627, which now comprifes above 180 abbeys and 
priories, and among tlicfe St. Germain De Prez, S. Denys, Fefcamp 
in Normandy, Vendomc, St. Bonnet's, &c. under their own general. 
The Jlricteic union has always fublifted between the lifter Congrega- 
tions of St. Vanne and St. Maur, and both adopt almoft the fame 

coniticutions. * The life of St. Vanne in Surius is neither ancient 

nor autheniick. On him fee Le Cointe, AnnaL Fr. ad an. 498. & 
525, and Calmet, HijL de Lorraine. 
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NOVEMBER 10. 

St. ANDREW AVELLINO, C, 

See Tlijhria Glericoritm Regulariian^ author c Jcf. de' Silos, 3 
vols, foL RonuCi 1658, cs 5 Hiftorla del La Religione de* Padri 
Chierici Rcgolari, del P, GIo. Batiijla del Titffb, 2 vols in 

foL Roma, 1609. 

A. D 1590. 

QT. Andrew Avellino, was a native of Caftro Nuo- 
*3 vo, a fmall town in the kingdom of Naples, and born in 
1520. In his infancy he gave early tokens of the moft happy 
difpofitions to virtue. At fchool he had the fear of God always 
before his eyes, and dreaded the very fhadow of the Icaft fin. 

A beautiful complexion expofed his chaftity to fevcral fnarcs and 
dangcis; which he efcaped by afftduous prayer, mortification, 

walchfulncls over himfclf, and care in {bunnim* all dangerous 
company. To pretend a defirc to ferve God and rcfift the 
world and vice without a ftrcnuous application to all the excr- 
eifes of virtue, cfpccially penance and prayer, he called a vain 
and Ibolifli illufion. In the ftraight paflage which leads to life 
we are furc to meet with many temptations and perfecutions 
which the world and the "devil will not fail to raife again ft us. 
Anil as watermen who row atrainft the wind and tide exert their 
whole ilrcngth in plying their oars, fo muft we jftrivc with all 
our might to maintain and daily gain ground again ft our malici- 
ous enemies, and the unruly iWay of our pa/lions. If any one 
lets go his hold, his fotd like a boat driven with the tide, will 
fpeedily he hurried into the gulph from which he mav never be 
recovered. Andrew never looked [rack, and never loft /ight of 
the goal to which he firove happily ro a r rive- After mature 
deliberation he took the ecclefiaftical tonfure, and was font to 
Naples to fludy the civil and canon law. Iking theic promoted 

to 
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to the degree of doctor inlaws, and tothedignity of the priefthood, 
he began to plead fuch caufes in the eccleixaftical court, as the ca- 
nons allow clergymen to undertake. This employment, 
however, engrofled his thoughts, too much diillpated his mind, 
and infenfibly weakened his affection for holy meditation and 
prayer. A fault, into which he fell, opened his eyes, and made 
him fee the precipice which lay before him. Once in 
pleading a caufe, in a matter indeed which was of no weight, 
a lye efcaped him : for which, upon reading thofc words of ho- 
ly fcripture, The mouth that lyeth killeth the foul he was flruck 
with fo great rcmorfe and deep compunction, that he refolved 
immediately to renounce his profeiRon, and to give himfelf up 
entirely to a penitential life, and to the fpi ritual care of fouls. 
This he did with fo great ardour, that his whole conduct was 
a model of perfect virtue. The arebbifhop judging: no one 
more proper than And rev/ to he the director of fouls that were 
engaged by the obligations of their Hate in the career of evan- 
gelical perfection, committed to him the care of a certain nun- 
nery in that city. The holy man's zeal for removing all ob- 
ftacles to the recollection of thofc fpoufes of Chrifl, in which 
conflfls the very e Hence of their flare and virtue, ffirred up the 
malice and rage of certain wicked men in the city whom he had 
forbid being ever admitted to the grate to fpeak to any of the 
nuns. He once narrowly efcaped death with which they 
threatened him, and another time received three wounds in his 
face. Thefe injuries he bore with invincible meeknefs, being 
ready with joy to lay down his life for the fpi ritual intereft of 
fouls, and for the defence of juflicc and virtue. Out of an 
cameft dedre of more readily attaining to a perfect di ("engage- 
ment of his heart from all earthly things, in 1556 he em- 
braced at Naples the rule of the Regular Clerks, called Thea- 
tins, in whom flourifhed at that time, to the great edification of 
the whole city, the religious fpirit and fervour which they had 
inherited of St. Cajetan, who died there in the convent of St. 
Paul, in 1547. Our faint out of the love he bore to the croft, 
on this occalion changed his name of Lancelot into that of An- 
drew. By the humiliations and perfecutions which he had met 
with even amongft his deareft friends (which trials arc always 
the moft fevcre to flefh and blood) he learned what incompa- 
rable fwcetnefs and fpiritual ail vantages are found in fuffcring 
with patience and joy, and in Undying in that ftatc to conform 
ourfeJvcs to the holy fpirit and fentiments of Chriff crucified for 
us. Nor can it be conceived what improvement a foul makes 
by this means in experimental, perfect meeknefs, in patience, hu- 
mility, and the crucifixion of felf-love and all her paflions, by 
which Chriil (or his fpirit) begins to live in her, and to efla- 
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blifh the reign of his pure love in all her affections. Of this 
St. Andrew was an example. To bind himfelf the more Aridi- 
ty to the moff. fervent purfuit of perfect: virtue in all his ac- 
tions, he made two private vows which only an extraordinary 
impulfe of fervour could fuggeft, or even according to the De- 
cenary rules of chriftian prudence make allowable or lawful for 
fear of facrilegious tranfgreflions, or fcrupulous, anxious fears. 
The firft was, perpetually to fight againft his own will : the fe- 
cond, Always to advance to the utmofl of his power in chri- 
ilian perfection. Wonderful were his abftinence and extenour 
mortifications, and the indifference with which he treated his 
body : but much more his love of abjection and hatred of him- 
felf, that is, of his flefh and his own will. He bore without 
the leaft difturbance of mind the barbarous murder of his ne- 
phew ; and not content to withdraw all his friends from profc- 
cuting the affaflin, became himfelf an earneft fupplicant to the 
judges for his pardon. His exactitude in the obfervance of re- 
gular difcipline in every point, and his care to promote the 
fame in others, elpecially whilft he was fuperiour in his Order, 
were equal to the ardour of his zeal for the divine honour in all 
things. All the hours that were free from extenour employ- 
ments of duty, or charity, were by him devoted to prayer and 
contemplation ; and thefe were the fource of his interiour emi- 
nent fpirit of piety and charity, by which his labours in the 
converfion and direction of innumerable fouls were miraculoufly 
fuccefsful. By the eminent fanctity of many of both religious 
and fccular perfons who had the happinefs to be his penitents, it 
appeared vifible that faints poiTefs the art of forming faints (a). 

Car- 



[a) Amongft Ins difciples F. 
Laurence Scupoli defcrves to be 
mentioned. This holy man was 
a native of Otranto, and having 
gone through the courfc of his 
flu dies lived with his parents till 
he was forty years of age, when 
he add veiled himfelf to St. An- 
drew Avellino, by whom he was 
admitted to the religious habit in 
the convent of St. Paul's at Na- 
ples, in 1570. After fome time 
fpent in retirement and holy me- 
ditation, by order of his fuperi- 
ours he difplayeu his extraordi- 
nary talents in preaching and in 
the care of foul.'- This minillry 



he continued to the great profit 
and comfort of many for a con- 
fiderable time. But the trial of 
the j nil was yet wanting to per- 
fect his fnnctiJication. God there- 
fore permitted him to fall into 
violent perfections through (lan- 
ders and jealoufies, by which lie 
was removed from fcrving the 
publidc. He bore all cahimnief 
and injuries with filcnce, interi- 
our joy and perfect tranquillity of 
mind, and (hutting himfelf up 
in his cell lived rather in heaven 
than on earth, dead to the work! 
and to himfelf, and entirely ah- 

forpt in the contemplation of <1>- 
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Cardinal Paul Arefi, biflhop of Tortona, the author of many- 
works of piety and ecclefiartical learning, and the Maecenas of 
his age, had a particular efteem for our^ faint, and often made 
ufe of his advice and afliftance in his moft important affairs. St. 
Charles Borromeo did the fame, and obtained of him fome re-* 
ligious men formed by his hand, and animated with his fpirit, 
for the foundation of a convent of his Order, at Milam That 
great faint had nothing fo much at heart as fuch a reformation 
of the clergy that all amongft them might be replenished with 
the fpirit of the apoftles. For this end fo many Orders of re* 
gular Canons and Clerks have been inftituted from St. Aufti'n 
down to our time. Yet into their houfes, through the negli- 
gence of fuperiours, and the propenfity of the human heart to 
the gratification of its paffions, the fpirit of the world has too 
often found admittance to the aggravation of the fcandal. For 
the fame purpofe having Congregations of Secular Clergy living in 
common without vows been fometimes erected : amongft which 
fcarce any was more famous than that of Windefheirn, efta- 
blifhed by Gerard the Great, or Groot, in Holland, who died 
in odour of fanctity in 1384, leaving his plan to be finifhed by 
his worthy fucceffour Dr. Florentius : it was continued in the 
fame fpirit by John Cacabus or Kettle (b). St. Charles Borrow 

meo 



vine things. His love of pover- 
ty and humility appeared in the 
meannefs of his habit, cell and 
whatever he made ufe of ; and by 
the perfect crucifixion of his af- 
fections he was fo difentangled 
from all earthly things as to feem 
fcarce to live any longer in a 
mortal body. The fruit of his 
retirement was the incomparable 
book entitled, 'Tbc Spiritual Com- 
bat 1 wherein he lays down the 
beft remedies againft all vices, 
and the moft perfect: maxims of 
an intcriour life, in a clear con- 

cife ilyle, which in the original 
Italian breathes the moft affecting 
finccre fimplicity, humility and 
piety. A fpi ritual life he mews 
to be founded in perfect fe If- de- 
nial, and the moft finccre fenti- 
ments of humility and diftruil in 
ourfelves on one fide, and on the 
other in an entire conlidence in 



God, and profound fenfe of his 
goodnefs, love and mercy. By 
reading this golden little book 
St. Francis af Sales conceived the 
moft ardent defire of chriilian 
perfection, carried it eighteen 
years in his pocket, and read 
fomcthing in it every day, al- 
ways with frefh profit, as he af- 
furcs us : he ftrongly recommends 
it to others in fcveral of his let- 
ters. Scupoli concealed his name 
in this work, but it was prefixed 
to it by his fuperiours after his 
happy death, which happened in 
the convent of St. Paul, on the 
twenty -eighth of November, in 
the year 16 10, the eightieth of 
his age. See Htft* (it Clercs Re- 
git tiers, 1. 6. part ?.. 

(b) See the lives of thefe three 
holy men, written by Thomas a 
Kempis, that great contemplative 
and pious Canon Regulai in the 

con* 
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aneo had a defign of engaging his canons to Jive in this manner 
In common without vows ; but the execution was prevented by 
jhis death. He had foon after he was made archbifhop pitched 
upon the Theatins, whom St. Andrew had formed to a perfect 
ecclefiaftick fpirit, to fet before the eyes of his clergy, a model and 
living example from which they might learn the apoftoltck fpirit 
of the mod perfect difengagement from the, world. Our faint 
founded new convents of his Order at Placentia, and in fome 
other places, and was honoured by God with the gifts of 
prophecy and miracles. After having given the world an ex- 
ample of the mofi heroick virtues, being broken with labours 
and old age, he was feized with an apoplexy at the altar as he 
was beginning mafs, at thofc words, Introibo ad altar e Dei; 
which he repeated thrice, and was not able to proceed. He 
was prepared for his pallage by the holy facraments, and calmly 
refigned his foul into the hands of his Creator, on the tenth of 
November 1608. His body is kept with honour in the church 
of his convent of St. Paul at Naples j and he was canonized 
t>y Clement XL 

This 



convent of Mount St. Agnes, 

near Zwoll in Ovcryflel, where 
he made his profeflion in 13S0, 
and died in 1471, in the ninety- 
fir ft year of his age. In his 
youth he ft u died in the fchool of 
thefe Secular Clerks, who lived 

in camm unity. VV hether he com- 

pofed or only copied the incom- 
parable book, Of the Imitation of 
Chri/i, is a quell ion of fmall im- 
portance, though it has produced 
lb many prolix and elaborate dif- 

fertations, and fo many warm 
conleflfi ; of which an account is 
given by Do in Thuillier, in an 
exprefs diflcrtauon, prefixed to 
the poflhumous works of Mabil- 
lon and Ruinart. That the au- 
thor was a monk, or at leall a 
religious num, confequcntly not 
the learned and pious John Gcr- 
loiij the chancellor of Paris, a 
Du Pin and fome others pretend- 
ed, is clear from the author's own 
words. Abbe V alart, in a French 

diJllrtation inicrtcd in his neat 
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and correct edition of the In*Ua+ 
tion of Chriji, publifhed at Pans 
in 1758, enforces the proofs of 
the Benediclincs and their parti- 
fans, that the author was not Tho- 
mas a Kcmpis, that he lived in 
the thirteenth century, and that 
he was a Benedictine abbot at Vcr- 
celli, named John Gcflcn or Gcr- 
fen. A Canon Regular of St. Ge- 
nevieve, publifhed a neat and me- 
thodical reply under this title : 
Difjertatiou fur le *v wit able autmr 
du lt«vrv de r Imitation, &c. pour 
fir*vir de rcpo)ifc a edit: de M. 
rabbi V alart, in which he de- 
mo nitrates that no Benedictine 
abbot or John Gerfen was St. An- 
tony of I'adua's mailer at Vcr- 
Celli (as Sedulius and V alart ad- 
vance) but one Thomas, a Canon 
Regular of St. Victor's at Paris 
then abbot of St. Andrew's at 
Vercelli, and a famous profeilbr 
in theology : he quellions the au- 
thority of thole who fay that Lu- 
ll olf of Saxony trail Hated Theiml* 

tathn 
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This faint was a fit in (1 rumen t of the Holy Ghoft, in direct- 
ing others in the paths of perfect; virtue, becaufc dead to him- 
felf, and a man of prayer. He never (poke of him felf, never 
thought of his own actions except of his wcafciu'hcs which he 
had always before his eyes in the mod profound fenfe of his own 
nothingnefs, bafenefs, total infufticiency and weaknefs. Thofe 
who talk often of themfelves, difcover that they are deeply in- 
fected with the difenfe of the devil which is pride, or with the 
poifon of vanity, its eld eft daughter. They have no other re- 
ward to expeft but wlnt they now receive, the empty breath of 
fmners. Even this incenfe is only affected hypocri fy. For men, 
by that bafe paifton which they betray 5 become juftly con- 
temptible and odious to thofe very perfbns whofe vain applaufe 
they feein to court. St. Terefa advifes all perfons to fhun fuch 
directors;, as pernicious to fouls, both by the contagion of fclf- 
conceit and vain-glory which they fpread, and by baniftiing 
the Holy Ghoft with his light and bleiiing ; for nothing is more 
contrary to him than a fpirit of vanity and pride. The moft 
perfect difintcreftedncis, contempt of the world, felf-denial,. 
obedience and chanty, are no lefs effential ingredients of a chri- 
ftian, and efpccially an ecclefiaftical fpirit, than meeknefs and 
humility. The vows of Regular Canons, and their ft r idle ft 
rules only point out what are the duties, and what ought ellen- 
tially to be the fpirit of every clergyman by the obligation of his 

ftate, 



tationof Cbrijl into German about 
the year 13 30' But his argu- 
ments to difprove the claim 
which is made in favour of the 
unknown abbot Gerfcn arc more 

folid than thofe by which he 
endeavours to vindicate a 

Jvcmpis's title to this work. 
A Kempis's other works hear 
evident teitimony to his extraor- 
dinary fanclity, and fpirit of 
prayer and contemplation : whe- 
ther the fly lc has any affinity 
with that of The Imitntioit of 
Chrijly let others judge. The 
Flandrican idiotifms on which 
Sanders, .Foppcns, &c. lay great 
itrefs, feeni not clearer than le ve- 
ra! Jtalicifms. It is 10 conform to 
the Oj>inion which lias been moll 

common, and becaufc no other 1 * 



claim is made out, that this boolc 
is quoted in this work under the 
name of a K.ernui.% who was ac 

at 

lead a copier. The author was 
doubtlefs a faint, and tlie more 
happy in his holy retirement and 
conlhmt converlation with hca- 
ven, as he lbund the art of livinc 1 " 
entirely concealed from the world. 
It is the privilege of this book to 
make faint:., and to be the pocket- 
companion of all devout pjrfons j 

this book being the genuine ellu- 
fion of a perfect ehiillian fpirit. 
It is, fays Fontcnelle, tlie molt 
excellent hook that ever came 
from the hand of /v.v/r, the holy 
fcriptures being ol d'hvinr origi- 
nal. "The ^I'httutil Combat may 
be called ib Lev or introduction.. 
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ftate, without the tie of parricular vows, as the example of 
Chrift and his apoflles fhews. 

On the fame DAY 

SS. Trypho and Respicius, MM. and Nymph a* Vi Try-- 
pho and Refpicius were natives of Bithynia, at or near Apamea, 
and upon the opening of Decius's perfecution, in 250, were feized> 
loaded with chains, and conducted to Nice, where Aquilinus, go- 
vern our of Bithynia, and prefect of the Eafl, then refided. After 
fome days confinement they were brought to their trial before him, 
and upon their confeffion of their faith, an officer that Hood by them 
told them, that all who refufed to offer facrifice were to be burnt 
alive, and exhorted them to have compafTion on themfelvcs. Refpi- 
cius anfwered : iC We cannot better have compafhon on ourfelves 
" than by conferring Jefus Chrift the true Judge, who will come to 
" call every one to an account for all their actions." Aquilinus 
toJd them they were old enough to know what they ought to do. "Yes 
faid Trypho, " and therefore we defire to attain to the perfection of 
* e true wifdom by following Jefus Chrift." The judge ordered them 
to be put on the rack. The martyrs to cxprefs their readinefs to 
fuffer, forthwith flripped themfelves, and ftepped forward with fur- 
prifmg alacrity. They bore the torture near three hours with admi- 
rable patience and tranquillity; and only opened their mouths to in- 
voke God, and extol his mercy and-power; and to give the judge 
to understand to what dangers he expofed himfclf by his blindnefs. 
When they were taken down from the rack, Aquilinus who was go- 
ing out on a party of hunting, ordered thein to be tied to the tails of 
horfes, and led out into the fields naked and torn and bruifed all over 
as they were, that they might be expofed in that condition to the cold 
air ; for it was winter, and the feverity of the froft was fo great that 
they were difabled from walking or Handing without exquifitc pain, 
for their feet were cloven by it. After this torment the governour 
afked them if they did nor yet relent ; and finding their conftancy in- 
vincible, ordered them again to prifon, threatening them that they 
fhould be treated with the utmoll rigour. Soon after this, Aquilinus 
fet out to make the tour of fome other cities that were under his ju- 
rifdiclion, and at his return to Nice called for the two prifoners, and 
promifmg them great riches and honours if they complied, conjured 
them to confuler their own good before it was too late. The mar- 
tyrs, who had only God before their eyes, replied : 1 < We cannot 
*' better follow your advice, and confider our own good than by 
" perfevering firm in the confeifion of the name of Jefus ChriuV 
Aquilinus finding himfclf defeated in all his attacks, in a fit of im- 
potent rage commanded their feet to be pierced with large nails, and 
the martyrs to be dragged in that condition in the cold weather 
through the fircetti. Me who is the Mrcngth of martyrs, gave them 
:i coinage fuperiour to the malice of the enemy. The governour fur- 

priled and confounded at their meek patience, ordered them to he 

whipped ; 
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whipped ; which was done till the executioners were wearied. This 
enraged the judge ilill more, and he commanded their flefh to be torn 
with hooks, and afterward lighted torches to be applied to their fides. 
The faints remaining the fame in the midft of thefe torments, the go- 
vernour cried out to the tormentors, bidding them exert their fkill in 
torturing the obflinate wretches in the moil exquifite manner. But 
the faints were invincible, and prayed thus : ^ Lord Jcfus Chrift, for 
" whom we fight, fuffcr not die devil to vanquilh us : ftrengthen and 
" enable us to finiih our courfe. The combat is yours : may the vie- 
" tory be yours." The next day they were examined a third time, 
and being as conftant as before were beaten with plummets of lead, 
and afterward beheaded in the year 250. — See their authentic!-:, though 
not original a£ts in Ruinart, Tillemont, T. 3, &rc. Thofe in Meta- 
phraftes are counterfeit. 

With thefe two martyrs the Roman Marty rology joins St. Nym- 
pha, becaufe her body repofes with theirs at Rome. She was a Vir- 
gin of Palermo in Sicily, and in the invafion of the Goths, in the 
iifth century, fled into Italy, where ilie ferved God in great fanctity, 
and died in peace at Suana in Tufcany. The Greeks honour St. 
Trypho on the firfl of February, and there flood formerly a church 
in.Condantinople, near that of Sanftn Sopktn, which bore his name ( 1 ). 
The ancient church of St. Trypho in Rome being fallen to decay 
in 1604, it was united to the church of St. Aullin, which is now pof- 
fcfled of part of the relicks of thefe three faints. But the princi- 
pal parts of thofe of SS. Trypho, Rcfpicius aud Nympha, re- 
pofe under the high altar in the church of ihc Holy Gholt in Saxia, 
belonging to a great hofpital in Rome. This ilreet lying between St. 
Peter's church and the Tiber is called Saxia from a colony of Saxons 
whom Charlemagne, after he had defeated them in Germany, placed 
there (2), that they might be inllructed in the faith. 

St. Justus, Archhiihop of Canterbury, C. He was a Roman by 
birth, and a learned and virtuous monk of St. Gregory's mo nailery, 
by whom he was font into ftngland in 601, to ailifl St. Aullin in 
preaching the faith there. Jn 004 he was confecrated the firil bifhop 
of Rocheller, and in hz.y, upon the death of St. Mellitus, tranflatcd 
to the archiepifcopal fee of Canterbury. Pope Boniface accompanied 
the pall which he fent him, with a letter in which he admired the 
fruit of his labours, in the <n«eat number of fouls which he had ini- 
tinted in the faithful furvice of God, and extolled his patience and 
/.eal, exhorting him to pcrfevere to the end leil he Ihould lofe his 
crown. St. Julius ordained St. Rom anus, his fucceffour at Rocheller, 
and St. Paulinus the lirll archbilhop of York, and went to receive 
his reward at the ha nils of the Prince of pallors on the tenth of No- 
vember, in 627. He was interred with his two predece (Tours, and is 
named on this day in the Roman and Rnglifh Martyrologics. 

SS. Milles, Jhfliop of Sufa, Abiiosimus Priell, and Sin a, Dea- 
con, MM. in Perfia. St. Milles was born in the province of the 

Rnvi- 



(1) Aflemani Calcnd. Univ. in 1 Febr. T. 6. p. 1 12. (2) See 
Ronui Moderna, p. 62. JJaj on. Not. in Marty vol. Rom. 
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Razichaeans, (a ) was educated in the Perfian court, and had a con fi - 
derable poflin the army, till being converted to the Chriftian fairh he 
withdrew from the court of Lapeta, and retired to Ham or Elam ncm 
Sufa. By his example and exhortations he converted many to the 
faith, and to the fervent practice of virtue : and for the fervice of 
that infant church confentcd to receive holy orders. Not long after, 
he was chofen bifhop of Sufa, and confecrated by St. Gadiabcr, bi- 
mop of Lapeta, afterward a martyr. Our faint took much pains for 
fome years to reclaim men from fuperflition and vice ; but reaped no 
other advantages than that of difcharging his own duty, and of filter- 
ing for the fairh. The infidels often dragged him through the flrects 
and highways, beat him unmercifully, and treated him with unheard 
of cruelty and indignities. Riches, florh and plenty were the bane 
of this great city, and though it had been plundered by Alexander 
the Great, it was full in a fiourifhing condition ; and the old palace 
which was faid to have been built by rViardochai, and was one of the 
largeft in extent, and moft {lately that ever was ereclcd in the world, 
was Hill {landing. But pride and luxury were not perhaps carried 
higher in Sodom than in this city. The fmall number of Chrillians 
that were there, were infeclcd in fomc meafure with the vices of the 
infidels with whom they converfed. St. Milles finding them incorri- 
gible, and feeing his refidence amongft them rendered impofible by 
the rage of the perfecutors, and by the tumults of a civil war, left 
the city, having firft denounced the divine vengeance to the inhabi- 
atants. Three months after his departure king Sapor, for punifhmenc 
of a rebellion, which this city and the Elamites had raifed, fent hither 
an army and 300 elephants, with an order to put the inhabitants to the 
fword, rafc the houfes and all the other buildings to the ground, re- 
move their very foundations, plow up the foil, and low corn upon it. 
This order was rigoroufly executed, but the city has been fmce re- 
built, and Sufa mews at this day ftupendous ruins of its ancient gran- 
deur. It had been the winter feat of the ancient kings of Peril a, from 
Cyrus 5 the fummcr they fpent in a colder climate at Ecbatana. 

As for St. Milles, a dcfirc of feeing holy places, and converting 
■with eminent fervants of God for his improvement in iacred know- 
ledge and devotion, led him to travel to Jerufalem and Alexandria. 
He carried nothing with him but a book of the Goipels, and made 
this truly a journey of penance, piety and recoiled ion. In F-gypt he vifi- 
ted St. Ammonius, the difciple of St. Antony, the father of the 
Mourners, as the Perfians and Syrians to this day call monks, becaufe 
they wear black or mourning habits. In thofe deferts he Jktyed lome 
time in a cave with a certain monk, who tiled to feed a ferpent of the 
fpecies called Nofcphus, which came to his cave at certain hour; , 
without doing him any hurt. St. Milles liked not fuch a gueil, and 

buril 



( a ) This and the neighbouring 
provinces of Sufiana, Uxios, or 
of the riir/.itcs, Lapeta and 11am, 
(or of the Ely ma its, founded by K- 
lam, fon of Scm, (Gen, x. zo.) 



nearly make up the prefent pro 
vinre ol" ChufiRan, oi which Su 
fa now called Stis, is the capita! 
See Steph. Kvod. Aiicnuuii /" 
jNot. in hue si tl^h 
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burft the ferpent, perhaps by poifoning its food. In his fetttrn h« 
made a vifit to St. James of Nifibis, who was then building his greaC 
church. After fome Hay with that holy. prelate, he went into AfTyria, 
and bought there a great quantity of fdk, which he fent to St. James 
for the ufe of his church. Coming to Scleucia and Ctefjpjion 
he found that the numerous church there thrown into great diforder by 
the infufferable pride and arrogance of Papas, the primate who had alie« 
nated the minds of the clergy, and by a very irregular conduit given 
occafion to a pernicious fchifm which was raifed amongft them. A fy- 
nod being aflembled at Selcucia to reform the abufes which Papas 
had introduced in the difcipline, and to hear the complaints of leveral. 
bimops agajn 11 him, St. Milles fpokc to him with great liberty and 
gravity. " Whence comes it," faid he, " that you ciefpiie your col- 
"legues? Do you forget the precept of Chrilt(i): ///.• that is 
*' the great cjt a?no?ig you, let bim be as a fernjant Papas replied in 
<k a fit of brutifh anger : " Foolifh man, would you pretend to teach 
' 4 me, as if I knew not my duty. 11 St. Millcs taking the book pf the 
goipels out of his pocket, laid it upon the table, and ad drolling him- 
felf to Papas, faid : If you are afhamcd to learn your duty of me, 
" who am a bafe mortal man, learn it at leail from the holy gofpel." 
Papas no longer poflefling himfelf, in his rage, ftriking the book with 
his hand, faid : « Speak then, Gofpel, fpeak." St. Millcs (hocked 
at thefe impious words, took up the i acred book, refpeafully applied 
it to his mouth and eyes, and then raifing his voice, laid to Papas ; 
* l The angel of the Lord will punilh the ini'ult you have offerred to 
Vol. IV, S f f< the 

( i ) Luke xxi). z6. 



{b) Selcucia and Ctcfiphon, 
which Hands on the oppoiite 
banks of the Tigris might be cal- 
led the fame city, and were the 
capital of Perfia under the Saxa- 
nite race, the kings often rending 
there, though fomciimes at Lc- 
dan, the capital of the Muzites, and 
frequently at Lrtpeta. Bagdad; 
which was built by the Saracens 
upon the ruins of Selelicia, which 
iliey had deilroycd in the conqucil 
of thai country, and is thirty miles 
from the ruins of JJabylon upoit 
» he Kuph rates in Chakkea, which 
Strabo and JDiodorus Siculus fay 
was almoll a defert when they 
wrote in the reign of Augus- 
tus. Kufebius (/'/.- If a. xiii.) tells 
us, it was a defeat in hi* lime; 
and St. J e to in, (/// t uml .'/.*/.) fay,, 
that the Jcint'b of Plriia made uio 



of it for a park for the keeping 
of wild bcaits for their huntiug r 
Benjamin of Tudclain Navarre,':', 
Jew in the twelfth age, giving an 
account of his traveL, fays, that he 
found Babylon entirely deltroyed, 
that the ruins of Ncbuchodono- 
foVs palace were coufpicuoiib , and 
that the fpot was literally tjie ha- 
bitation of fcrpents, which were 
fo numerous, that no one durft 
go near the place. At pre few, 
the very fpot where Babylon llond 
feeim uncertain to many judicious 
cruicks. 'i'he archbilhous of Sc- 
leueia took ihefklc of L 'arholicos, 
which e:;preli'es a kjnd of patri- 
archal dignity. Hence their fuc- 
cenburs who fdl into Neftoi ianifm, 
are Jlylrd patiknch:,, of the Net- 
lorian*, and n /ule at Ua^d:u.l . 
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" the word of life. Half your body mall this moment become with- 
** out motion ; neither yet fhall you foon die. God will prolong your 
** life fome years, that you may be to others a living example of his 
u juftice." That inflant Papas was flruck with a palfy, which feized 
one fide of his body, and he fell to the ground (2). This happened 
in 314. Beaufobre thinks (3) his palfy might be naturally produced 
by the extravagant ht of rage into which he threw himfelf : yet be 
an erFe£l of the divine vengeance, for which natural caufes are often 
employed. Papas furvived this accident twelve years, took for his 
coadjutor St. Simeon, and died in 326, the year after the council of 
Nice, at which St. Sciaduttes or Sadoth aflifled as deputy for him. 
St. Milles retired into the country of Maifan, called by the Latins 
Mefene, upon the Euphrates, and took up his abode with an hermit. 
The lord of that country who had been fick two years, recovered his 
health by our faint's prayers, and this miracle converted many infidels. 
Our faint afterward returned into the province of the Razichaeans, his 
own country, and there baptized many. In 341, the bloody edicls of 
Sapor againft the Chriflians coming abroad, Hormifda Guphrizius, 
governour of that province, caufed him and his two diiciples, Abro- 
iimus a prieft, and Sina a deacom, to be apprehended, and fent them 
in chains to Maheldagdar, the capital city of the Razichseans. They 
were twice fcourged, and folicited many ways to offer facrifice to the 
fun. The martyrs ceafed not repeating the divine praifes in their dun - 
geons. In the beginning of the year, that is, in October, (for the 
Chaldseans -to this day begin their year on the firft of that month) 
Hormifda had made preparations for a great hunt of wild beafls. The 
day before this diverfion he fent for St. Milles, and after many re- 
proachful words, threatened to difpatch him like one of the wild 
beafls in the wood?, unlefs he demonflrated to him the truth of his re- 
ligion. The martyr's anfwers were modelt, but firm : and the inhuman, 
governour put an end to his difcourfe, by rufhiug upon him, and flabbing 
him through the fhoulder. Narfes, Hormifda's brother, feeing this, drew 
his fword, and ran him through the other moulder, of which wound he 
died. Hormifda commanded Abrofimus and Sina to be floned to death 
by the foldiers, upon the tops of two hills which faced each other : 
■which was forthwith executed. The two impious brothers were both 
ilain on the day following, by chance arrows fhot at a flag ; and 
their bodies were left upon the fpot, that the flefli might be devoured 
by the beafls and birds of prey : after which the bones were gathered 
mid buried, according to the ancient Perfian cuflom, which fubfiiled 
till the fixth century, as appears from Agathias (4), but was extirpated 
hy the Mahometans when they became matters of the country. The 
Chriflians always interred their dead in Perfia, as in other counlrie;-. 
The bodies of thefe three martyrs were conveyed to the cattle 01 
Malcan, and depofited in a tomb prepared for them. The inhabi- 
tants attributed to the bl oiling of God for the fake of his martyrs, 
that the Sabaum Arabs who had often infellcd that country, never 

made 

(2) Jof. AfTcmani, Bibl. Orient. T. 3. part. 2. p. 320. (3) Hitt. <J C 
a r lichee. 1. 2. ch. 3. p. 184, 185. (4) L. 2 .p. 60. 
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made their appearance there from that time. Thefe martyrs furfered 
in the year 341, the thirty- fecond of Sapor II. on the thirteenth day 
of the moon of November, which that year was the fifth of Novem- 
ber, according to the folar computation. The Roman Martyrology 
joins thefe with fevcral other Pcrlian martyrs on the twenty. fecond of 
April : the Grecian Mensea mention them on the tenth of November, 
which was perhaps the day of their burial — —See their genuine Chal- 
daick Afts with the notes of Monfignor Steph. Evodius Affemani. A3. 
Mart. Orient. T. 1. p. 66. See alio Sozoraen, 1. 2. c. 13. 
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St. MARTI N, Bifhop of Tours, G. 

For the hi/lory of St. Martin we are chiefly indebted to his ilht- 
flrious difciple St. Sulpitius Sever us, tvho in an elegant arid 
clajjical Jlyle zvrote his life fo?ne ti?ne before his death. Thg 
na?ne of Conflantius for Con/iantine and fo?ne other fuch nrif- 
takes crept into this zvork through the negligence of copiers who 
oftoz ufe abbreviations, efpecially in names. "To fupply omijfions 
in this Ufe, eight years after St. Martin s death, St. Sulpitiits 
wrote three dialogues ; in the firjl, Pojlhimiian introduces the 
difcourfe by relating certain miracles and edifying in/lances of 
virtue, efpecially of the love of poverty, and the blind obedience 
of fevcral Egyptia?i monks. In the fecond and third dialogue* 
St. Sulpitius, tmder the name of Gallus, a difciple of St. Mar- 
tin, recounts fevcral re??iarkable circumftajiccs of his life. Others 
he ?nc?ztions in four of his cpijllcs, and in that to Baffula, his 
zvife's mother, then living at triers, he relates the circumjlances 
that attended the holy hifjofs happy death. He J "peaks of him 
alfo in the account he gives of the Prifcilliani/ls, with which 
he clofes his f acred hi/lory, I. 2. c. 50, 57. Though this author 
imitates the Jlyle of the pur eft ages, yrt he declares that he ?icg~ 
/eel's elegance ; and he takes the liberty to ufe certain terms and 
phrafes familiar in his time, or necc/Jary to exprefs cur holy 
myjl cries, which arc not of the Jlugujlau Jlandard. Thefe Clerc 
finds fault with : but even Cicero allows pbihfphers to hivcit 
nezv terms to exprefs ?ieiv notions or t hi figs. Hozv fl)oeking is 
the delicacy of Bcmbo who conjitres the f curtiitns per Dew im- 
mortales, and //fes the words De:i I /mrctnnn ! or that cff:;f- 
tus Lit f us, who ufed fa mm or dej'hiy fir prjv'tclnwr, he -a >>.!': 
this is not a Ciceronian word, for which fairs if his :'.>: r-:s w:- e 
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condemned \ and by him recalled. — A certain Paulinus of Peri- 
gueux-i in 46 1 , and Fortunatus of Poitiers about the year 590, 
wrote the life of St. Martin in rough heroick verfe 3 wholly co~ 
fied from St. Sulpiiius Severus, fo as only to have disfigured 
the colours by changing the canvas, St. Gregory of Tours fpeaks 
of St. Martin in his hi/lory y L I & 10 : and in 594 finijhcd 
his four books of the Virtues and Miracles of St. Martin ; 
fome of which iniraclcs were wrought upon himjclf; to others 
he zvas an eyewitncfs, and the rejl he learned from pcrfons of 
credit. See on St. Martin^ Til/emont, T. 10. p. 309, and 
Vie de S. Martin , in 450, at Tours , 1699, by abbe Gervaife, 
* then provofl of St. Mai'tin s at Tours ; afterward bijhop of Hor- 
ren, who was 7nafjhcred in his mijfion with all his attendants 
hy the Carat bes or Canibals, the twentieth of November, in 
3729. See alfo the criticifms of Do?n Badier^ the Maurifl 
m onk, Hi/?, de V Jbbaye de Marinouticr^ et de I' 'Eglife Roy ale 
de S, Martin de Tours, 



A. D. 397- 

* 

*THE great St. Martin, the glory of Gaul, and the light of 
«• the wcflern church in the fifth age, was a native of Sa- 
baria, a town of Upper Pannonia, the ruins of which appear 
upon the river Guncz, in Lower Hungary, two leagues from 
Sarwar upon the Raab, near the confines of Auflria and Stiria. 
St. Gregory of Tours places his birth in the year 316, the ele- 
venth of Conftantine the Great : his parents carried him with 
them in his infancy to Favia in Italy, whither they removed, 
and the faint had his education in that city. His father was an 
off.cer in the arm v., and rofe to the commiffion of a mill tar v 
tribune, not much dirYerenr. from that of a colonel, or rather of 
a brigadier ainongit- us. Our faint from his infancy fecmed ani- 
mated with the fpirit of God, and to have no relilh for any 
thing but for his iervice, though his parents were idolaters. At 
ten years of age he made his way to the church againft the will 
of hib parents, and defired to be enrolled amongfr. the catechu- 
mem. His requell was granted, and lie affilted as often as pof- 
fible at the in! I ructions that were given to iuch at the church ; 
by which he conceived fo ardent a love of God that at twelve 
years of a^c he was for refiling into the defcrt ; and would 
have dc>ne 7t had not the teiulernefs of his age hindered him. 
Ifis heart, however, was always let upon the church and mo- 
nallcrics. An imperial order being i filled to oblige the fons of 
veteran officers and foldiers to bear arms, the faint's own fa- 
ther, who very much defired that his Ion fliould follow that pro- 

jVffioiip d\liu\ ered him, and at JifLccn ycara of age he was com- 
pelled 
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pelled to take the military oath, and was entered in the caval- 
ry. He contented himfelf with one lervant, and him he treated 
as if he were his equal : they eat together, and the matter fre- 
quently performed for him the Iowefr. offices. All the time he 
remained in the army, he kept himfelf free from thofe vices 
which too frequently fully and degrade that profefHon, and by 
his virtue, goodnefs and charity gained the love and efreem 
of all his companions. He was humble and patient above what 
human nature fecmed capable of, though he was not yet bap- 
tized. He comforted all thofe that fuffered affliction, and re- 
lieved the difhreffed, referving to himfelf out of his pay only 
what was fufficient for his daily fupport. Of his companion 
and charity St. Sulpitius has recorded the following illuflrious ex- 
ample. One day, in the midft of a very hard winter, and fe- 
vere froft, when many perifhed with cold, as he was marching 
with other officers and foldicis, he met at the gate of the city 
of Amiens a poor man almoft naked, trembling and making for 
cold, and begging alms of thofe that pa fled by. Martin fee- 
ing thofe that" went before him, take no notice of this miferable. 
object, thought he was referred for himfclf : by his charities to» 
others he had nothing left but his arms and clothes upon his 
back ; when drawing his fword he cut his cloak into two pieces, 
gave one to the beggar, and wrapped himfelf in the other half. 
Some of the by-ftanders laughed at the figure he made in that 
drefs, whilft others were afhamed not to have relieved the poor 
man. Tn the following night St. Martin law in his flecp Jc- 
fus Chrift drcflbd in that half of the garment which he had given 
away, and was bid to look at it well, and a/ked whether he 
knew it. He then heard Jcfus fay to a troop of angels that 
furrounded him : " Martin, yet a catechumen, has clothed me 
" with this garment/' This vifion infpircd the faint with frefh 
ardour, and determined him fpecdily to receive baptifm, which 
he did in the eighteenth year of his age : but frill continued 
almoft two years in the army at the ri-queft or his tribune, with 
whom he lived in the mod intimate fiicndfliip, and who pro- 
mi fed to renounce the world when the term of the fcrvice anil 
commiffion in which he was then employed, mould be clapfed. 
During this interval Martin was in enlircly taken up wall the 
obligations of his baptifm, that be had little more than the nnmo 
ofaYoldier, and cxprefled much impatience at being detained 
one moment from devoting himfelf folely to the divine lei vice- 
Upon an irruption which' the Hermans made into (mil, the 
troops were aflembled to march againfi them and a donative 
was diftributcd amongft the foldicrs. Martin thought it would 
be ungenerous and unjufl v> receive the donative wheii he had 

thoughts of quitting the icrvne. Tie thcrcloie be-ed that he; 
te 10 S f dojvaiiA t; 
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donative might be bellowed on fome other perfon, and afked 
his difmhllon that he might give himfelf up totally to the fervice 
of Chrift. He was told that it was for fear of the battle that was 
expected next day, that he defired his difminron. Martin with 
furprifing intrepidity, offered to be placed in the front without 
arms, faying: tc In the name of the Lord Jefus, and protected 
4i not by a helmet and buckler, but by the fign of the crofs, I 
<c will thrufr royfeif into the thicker! fquadrons of the enemy 
ct without fear." That night the barbarians demanded and 
obtained peace ; upon which Martin eafily procured leave to re- 
tire, after having ferved in the army about five years, accord- 
ing to the mo ft probable account (a). 

St. Martin having quitted the camp went to St. Hilary who 
had been made bifbop of Poitiers in the year 353 or 354. That 
great prelate foon became acquainted with the faint's extraordi- 
nary merit, and in order to fix him in his diocefs, would fain 
have ordained him deacon, but was not able to overcome his 
humility, and was obliged to be content only to make him ex- 
orcift. Martin was very defirous to pay his parents a vifit in 
Pannonia 5 for which he obtained the leave of St. Hilary, who 
made him prom ife he would return to him again. In crofJIng 
the Alps he fell into the hands of a company of robbers, and 
one of them lifted up his fword over his head to kill him ; but 
another held his arm. They admired his modefty and intrepi- 
dity, and afked him who he was, and whether he was not ftruck 
with fear at the fight of a fword lifted up to kill him. He an- 
fwered that he was a chriftian, and that he had never been more 
calm and fecure than under that danger, becaufe he certainly 
.knew that the divine goodnefs is always moft ready to protecl:us 
in life or in death, and is never more prefent to us than in the 
greateft dangers ; but faid he was only grieved that they by 
the lives which they led deprived thcmfelvcs of the mercy of 
Chrift. The robbers liftcned to him, admired the courage and 
confidence in God which virtue infpircs, and he who had at- 
tempted to kill the faint put him in his road, became a chri- 
ftian, led a penitential religious life in a monaftery, and himfelf 
afterward rclatul this cirenmftance. Martin continued his jour- 
ney through Milan into Pannonia, and converted his mother 
and many others ; but his father remained in his infidelity. In 
Illyricum lie with fo much zeal oppofed the Arians who prevailed 
fhcre without control, that he was publickly feourged by them, 

and 

1 

(rt) Either he rnuft have ferved in whom he obtained his commiffion 
the annv much longer, or rather his war. Julian Ca; far who was raifed 
hirih inult have happened feveral to that dignity, and lent to com- 
y pars later than it i:> plaeefl by St. matul in Gaul in November in 
Gregory q{ Tours., if the general of 355* y/here lie continued till 36 1 * 
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and banifhed the country. In Italy he heard that the church of 
Gaul was forely opprefled by thofe hercticks, and St, Hilary ba- 
nifhed ; upon which melancholy news he chofe a retreat near 
the walls of Milan, where he entered upon a monaftick life. 
Auxentius, the Arian invader of the fee of Milan, foon 
became acquainted with his zeal for the orthodox faith and 
the council of Nice, and drove him out of that diocefs. The 
faint in this diftrefs fell into the company of a very virtuous 
prieft, with whom he agreed to retire to the little defert ifland of 
Gallinaria, upon the coaft of Liguria, near Albenga. Here; 
whilft he lived in great abftinence on roots and v/ild herbs, he 
happened unawares to eat a confiderable quantity of hellebore, 
enough to have caufed his death, if he had not been restored 
to his health when brought to the laft extremity, by having rc- 
courfe to prayer. Under Handing, in 360, that St. Hilary was 
returning to his bifhoprick, he went to Rome to meet him on 
his road, an.d finding there that he was alreadv gone by, fpcedily 
followed and overtook him, and being mo ft affectionately re- 
ceived by him, accompanied him to Poitiers. It being Martin's 
earned defire to purfue his vocation in holy folitude, St. Hi- 
lary gave him a little fpot of land called Locociagum, now Lu- 
guge, two leagues from the city, where our faint built a mo- 
nailery, which was {landing in the eighth century, and feems 
to have been the firft that was erected in Gaul. Amongft 
others who were received by the faint in this houfe, was a cer-^ 
tain catechumen, who fhortly after, whilft St. Martin was ab- 
fent for three days upon bufinefs relating to the divine fervice, 
fell ill of a fever, and died fuddenly, beyond all expectation, 
and without baptifm. The faint returning home found his 
monks in great affliction, and the corpfe laid out in order to be 
buried. Burfting into a flood of tears he fixed his eyes on the 
corpfe ^ and feeling in himfelf a divine impulfe to work a mi- 
racle, he ordered the reft to go out of the chamber, and like 
another Elifeus, ftretched himfelf upon the dead body, and pray- 
ed for fome time with great earneftnefs, till perceiving that it 
began to revive, lie rofc up, and flood by it whilft in lefs than 
two hours the deceafed perfon began to move his limbs, and at 
laft opened his eyes. Being rcftored to life he related how after 
his departure his foul fcemcd to be preferred befo:e the divine 
tribunal, and fcntcnccd to a dark dungeon, but that two angels 
reprefentcd to the judge that St. Martin poured forth his prayers 
in- her behalf; and that the judge ordered them to rcftorc her 
to the body, and raife it to life. The perfon was immediately 
baptized, and lived many years. Another time the faint rc- 
ftored to life, in the fame manner, a Have of a neighbouring 

rich man who hud hanged himfelf. Theft two miracles ex- 
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Ceedirigly fpread his reputation, and about the year 371 he was 
chofen the third bifhop of Tours. St. Gatian who came from 
Rome about the fame time with St. Dionyfius of Paris, in 250, 
had firft preached the faith there, founded that fee, and govern- 
ed it fifty years, as St. Gregory of Tours affirms. His fuc- 
ce/Toiirj after the fee had been feveral years vacant, was St. Li- 
torius : upon whofe death the people demanded St. Martin for 
their bifhop. ' A ftratagem was made ufc of to call him to the 
door of his monaftery to give his blefling to a fick perfon, and 
he was forcibly conveyed to Tours under a ftrong guard. Some 
of the neighbouring bifhops who were called to affifr. at the 
election, urged that the meannefs of his drefs and appearance, 
and his flovcnly hair, {hewed him to be unfit for fuch a dignity. 
But fuch objections were commendations of the fervant of God, 
who was installed hi the epifcopal chair. 

St. Martin in this new dignity continued the fame manner of 
4ife, retaining the fame humility of mind, aufterity of life, and 
meannefs of drefs. He lived at firft in a little cell near the 
church, but not being able to endure the interruption which he 
met with from the many vifits he there received, he retired to. 
a monaftery which he built two miles from the city, which is 
the famous abbey of Marmoutiei'j the mofr ancient that now 
fubfifis in France, and belongs to the Congregation of St. 
Maur. The place was then a defert, inclofcd by a high ftecp 
rock on one fide, and by the river Loire on the other, and the 
entrance into it was only by one very narrow palTage. The 
holy bifhop had a cell built of wood : feveral of his monks had 
cells made in the fame manner, but the greater part took up 
their dwellings in narrow holes which they dug in the fide of 
the rock : one is frill fhewn in which St. Martin is faid to have 
lodged for feme time. He had here in a fhort time about four- 
fcore monks : amongft them no one had any diftincl: property: 
no one was allowed to buy or fell, as was the practice of the 
greater part of the monks with regard to their work and fuftc- 
iKtncc. No art or bufinefs was permitted amongft them, ex- 
cept that of writing, to which only the younger weie deputed : 
the more ancient attended to nothing elfe but to prayer and 
fpi ritual ftmcTfcions. Very rarely any went out of his cell, ex- 
cept to the oratory where they aflemblcd at the hours of publicfc 
praver ; and they cat all together in the evening alter the hour 
61 t he fa ft. Wine was never afforded to any one, unlets fick- 
SK'fs required it. Mo ft of them had garments of camel's hair, 
that is, of coar fe camlet, and it was efteemed a crime to wear 
any folt clothing. There were, neverthelefs, many perfons of 
quality amorgft them, who had been educated in a tender and 
^idiuate manner. Many bifhons were chufcii, out ol" this mo* 
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naftery ; for there was not a city which did not defire to have 
a paftor who had been bred under the difcipline of St. Martin. 
The bifhop himfelf was frequently employed in vifiting all the 
parts of his diocefs. Not far from his monaftery ftood a cha^ 
pel and an altar, erected, by the conceflion of his predeceffors, 
over the tomb of a pretended martyr. The place was much 
reverenced by the people : but St. Martin, who was not over- 
credulous, would not go thither to pray, not hearing any allured 
account of the relicks. He afked the eldeft of the clergy what 
they knew of them, and not receiving fatisfaclion, he went one 
day to the place with fome of his brethren, and ftanding over 
the tomb befought God to fliew him who was buried there. 
Then turning to the left he faw near him a pale ghoft of a 
fierce afpecl:, whom he commanded to fpeak. The ghoft told 
his name, and it appeared that he had been a robber who was 
executed for his crimes, whom the people had honoured as amartyr. 
None but St. Martin law him : the reft only heard his voice. He 
thereupon caufed the altar to be removed, and freed the people 
from this mperftition (i). Formerly bifhops canonized faints 
or declared them fuch : but to prevent the danger of abufes tin's 
has been long fince referved to the moft mature difcuflion and 
folemn approbation of the apoftolick fee of Rome. To honour 
relicks without a prudent or moral aflurance of their authenti- 
city, or without the due authority of pallors as the canons re- 
quire, is to fall into fuperftition. Where thefe rules of 
prudence are obferved, even though a miftake mould 
happen, it is of the fame nature as if a perfon by incul- 
pable inadvertence kilfed fome other book inftead of the bible ; 
and the primary objecl: of fuch religious actions which is to glo- 
rify God in his faints, is always certain, whatever miflakes may 
happen in facts, or fuch like human means which excite our de- 
votion. But the example of St, Martin, St. Gregory the Great, 
St. Charles Borromeo and all other holy prelates ought to excite 
all paftors to be cYiligent and feverc in examining and removing 
relicks which are not fufficicntly warranted. 

The utter extirpation of idolatry out of the diocefs of Tours 
and all that part of Gaul, was the fruit of the edifying piety, 
miracles and zealous labours and in ft ructions ol St. Mai I in. 
Soon after he had entered upon his cpifcopai charge he was 
obliged (probably on account of the heathenifh temples or fome 
fuch affairs) to repair to the court of Valentinian 1. who uy.~ 
ncrally redded in Gaul. That prince, who was a good folder, 
was a moft paffionntc, rough and proud man, and though he 
&»id been remarkable for his zeal in the reign of Julian the Ano- 

llafe, 



(3) Snip. Scv. invit. S.Mart. c. n. p-3 1 '^ 
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ft ate, feemed on certain occafions afterwards too favourable to 
idolatry, or too indifferent about religion, as appears amongft 
other inftances, from the following : The church never ad- 
mitted comedians to baptifin till they had quitted that pro- 
fefiion, fo that the Pagans dreaded left any of their comedians 
fhould turn chriftians, as a prejudice to their publick diverfions. 
Valentinian therefore decreed that if any comedians in ficknefs 
defired baptifm, the magiftrates fhould be informed, that they 
might caufe them to be vifited, and fee if they were really in 
danger, before they were allowed to be baptized (2). This 
prince knowing that St. Martin was come to beg of him fome- 
thing in favour of the chriftian religion which he had no mind 
to grant, gave orders that he fhould not be admitted into the 
palace. Alfo his wife Jufh'na who was a furious Arian, endea- 
voured to prepoffefs him againfl the holy bifhop. St. Martin 
having attempted in vain twice or thrice to get accefs, had re- 
courfe to his ordinary weapons. He put on haircloth, covered 
his head with afhes, abftained from eating and drinking, and 
prayed day and night. On the feventh day he was ordered by 
an angel to go boldly to the palace. Accordingly he went thi- 
ther, found the doors open, and nobody flopping him, he went 
to the emperour, who feeing him at a diftance, afked in pafiion 
why they had let him in ? and would not vouchfafe to rife : 
but the place where he fat was fuddenly all in a flame ; which 
foon forced him to get up, fays Sulpitius Severus (3). Then 
finding that he had felt the divine power, he embraced the faint 
feveral times, and granted him all that he defired, even before 
he had time to mention his requefts. After this he gave him 
audience feveral times, often made him eat at his table, and at 
his departure offered him great prefents, which the faint modeft- 
ly refufed, out of love to the poverty he profeffed. This muft 
have happened before the year 375, in which this emperour 
died. St. Martin deftroycd many temples of idols, and felled 
feveral trees that were held as facred by the Pagans. Having 
demolifhed a very ancient temple, he would alfo have cut down 
a pine that flood near it. The chief-prieft and other Pagans 
oppofed ; but at length agreed that they thcmfelvcs would fell 
it upon condition that he who truflred fd flrongly in the God 
whom he preached, would ftand under it where they fhould place 
him. The faint who was directed inthefe extraordinary events 
by a divine infpiratton, confented, and fuffered himfclf to be 
tied to that fide of the tree on which it leaned. When it feem- 
ed juft ready to fall upon him, he made the fign of the croft, 

and 



(2) L. 1 . Cod. TJicod. dc Seen. lib. 1 5. (3) Snip. Scv. Dial. z< 
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and it fell on the contrary fide. There was not one in a pro- 
dfgious multitude of Pagans that were prefent, who did not up- 
on the fpot demand the impofkion of hands in order to be re- 
ceived amongft the catechumens. Another time, as he was 
pulling down a temple in the country of ./Edui, that is, in the 
territory of Autun, a great number of Pagans fell upon him 
with great fury, and one attacked him fword in hand. The 
faint took away his mantJe, and prefented his bare neck to him : 
but the Pagan being miraculoufly terrified fell backwards, and 
begged he would forgive him. His zeal expofed him on many 
other occafions to the hazard of his life. Wherever he deftroy- 
ed temples, he immediately built churches or monafteries ; and 
continued frequently to perform great miracles. At Triers he 
cured a maid who was fick of a palfey, and juft ready to expire, 
by putting fome oil that was blefled, into her mouth. He re- 
stored to health a flave who belonged to Tetradius, formerly 
proconful, that was poffelTed with a devil. At Paris, as he 
entered the gate of the city, followed by a great crowd, he 
kitted a raoft loathfome leper, and gave him his blefling, 
and he was forthwith healed. Small threads of the clothes or 
hairfhirt of St. Martin often cured the fick when applied to 
them. One time the faint as he was going to Chartres, pafTed thro' 
a village, the inhabitants of which were all idolaters, yet they 
all came out to fee him pafs by. The holy prelate feeing this 
multitude of infidels, was moved with extreme companion, and 
with earneft affe&ion lifted up his eyes to heaven. Then he be- 
gan to preach to them the word of God in the manner that he 
was accuftomed, and fweetly -to invite them to eternal falva- 
tion, with fuch pathetick words, voice and energy, that it ap- 
peared plainly that it was not he who fpoke, but God in him. 
A woman brought to him at that very time her only fon, a 
child who was dead, and befought him as the friend of God to 
reftore him to life. The faint judging that this miracle might 
occafion the converfion of many, made his prayer, and in the 
prefence of all the people reftorcd the child alive to the mother, 
who was amazed and out of herfelf for joy. The people who 
had fcen this miracle, cried out aloud to heaven, ran to the 
faint, and cart thcmfelves at his feet, befecching him to make 
them catechumens, and to prepare them for baptifm. St. Mar- 
tin rejoiced at the converfion of fo many fouls to God, much 
more than any one could have done for the conqucft of a king- 
dom, or all temporal advantages. Paulinus, who flour ifhed with 
fo great reputation for fanclity at Nola, being feized with a 
violent pain in his eye, where a cataract was beginning to be 

formed, St. Martin touched him with a pencil., and he was im- 
mediately 
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mediately cured (4). Many other miracles wrought by St. Mar- 
tin are related by St. Sulpicius Severus, efpccially in cafting out 
devils, whom he did not expel with threats and terrours, as 
other exorcifts were accuftomed to do ; but clothed with rough 
haircloth, and covered with afhes, lie proflxated himfelf upon 
the ground, and with the arms of holy prayer fubdued them, 
zcrtd forced them at length to yield. The fame venerable au- 
thor recounts feveral inftances of revelations, vifions and the 
fpirit of prophecy with which the faint was favoured by God. 
An extraordinary prudence, particularly in the difcernment of 
fpirits, was the fruit of his profound humility, perfect purity of 
heart, fpirit of prayer and contemplation. By this he di {cover- 
ed various fubtle illufions and fnarcs of the fpirit of darknefs. 
One day when St. Martin was praying in his cell, the devil 
came to him environed with light, clothed in royal robes, with 
a crown of gold and precious {tones upon his head, and with a 
gracious and plcafant countenance told him twice that he was 
Oh rift. Humiiity is the touchftone which difcovers the devil's 
artifices, in all which a fpirit of pride reigns. By this the faint- 
after fomc pa ufc difcerned the evident marks of the angel of 
clarkncfe, and faid to him : cc The Lord Jefus faid not that he 

was to come clothed with purple, and crowned and adorned 
** c with a diadem. Nor will I ever believe him to be Chrift who 

fhall not come in the habit and figure in which Chrift fuffcr- 
" cd, and who fhall not bear the marks of the crofs in his 
v£ body." At thefe words the fiend vanifhed, and left the cell 
filled with an intolerable ftench. 

WhiHl St. Martin was employed in making fpiritual con- 
quells, and in peaceably propagating the kingdom of Jefus Chrift, 
(lie weftern empire was fhaken with horrible convuliions. Maxi- 
mus was proclaimed emperour by the Roman legions in Britain 
In 383, and pairing into Gaul was acknowledged by the muti- 
nous foldiery there, made Triers the feat of his empire, and de- 
feated Grauan near Paris, who was betrayed by his own forces, 
and aflartinated by Andragathius at Lyons on the twenty-fifth of 
Anp:;ll, in 383. The churches in Spain and Gaul were at that 

tune diflurbed by the Prifcillianifls (r), who renewed many crrours 

of 

(4) Sulp. de vita S. Martin, c. 9. 



{% ' One Mark, a Manichee, 
nhiii:',g from Memphis in Kg>pt 
in'o Sp.iin, fprcad the poifon of 
Ju*>iiroui*b in Galicia. His firil 
diicipk was Agape, a lady of di- 
fiinctiun, who brought over a 



rhetorician named Elpidius. Thefe 
taught Prifcillian who gave name 

to the fu6l. I'lc was rich, and 
well born ; had fine parts, was 
eloquent, curious and inqu in- 
live ; had read a great deal, and 

acquired 
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of Simon Magus, the Gnofticks and the Manichces, to which- 
they added their favourite tenet of diflimulation and lying, it be- 
ing 

drew, and St. John : and two 
molt blafphemous books, the one 
wrote by Priicillian, called J£e- 
moria Apoflolorum : the other cal- 
led Libra or the Pound, becaufe 
it confifted of twelve queitions or 
blafphemies. This book they af- 
cribed to Diclinius. To conceal 
their dodlrine by lies and perju- 
ries when neceflary, they held t» 
be a precept, and were ready to 
abjure Prifcillian and their tenets 

(S.Aug, ep. 237. n. 3. &c.) Two 
bifhops named Inftantius and Sal- 
vianus were feduced by Prifcil- 
lian : Higinus, bilhop of Cordo- 
va, their neighbour, at firfl. vigo- 
roufly oppofed them, but after- 
ward came over to them. The 
two bifhops Inftantius and Salvi* 
anus, and Elpidius and PrifciHiaii 
laymen were condemned with 
their herefy by the council of Sa- 
rogofia, fubfciibcd by twelve bi- 
fhops, held not in 380 (as JLabbe„ 
Hardouin. Pagi, Tillemont and 
Pleury imagine from a miftakcxi 
inicription) but in 381, as cardi- 
nal d'Aeuirre fhews. The exe- 
cution of this fentence was com- 
mitted to Jthacius, bifliop of Of- 
fobona (formerly an epifcopal fee 
in Lulitania, now called EAombar 
in Algarves) who was ordered by 
the council like wife to excom- 
municate Higinus, bilhop of Cor- 
dova. Jfidore commends exceed- 
ingly the eloquence of Ithncius, 
but Sulpicius Sevcrus reproaches 
him and hiscollegue ldacius with 
gluttony, revenge, haughtincis 
and flattery. This ldacius is 
commonly called bilhop of Me • 
rhla, by a mift^ke of the ex pre f- 
jiou of Sulpiciuci who calls him 
Jimctitw u tu /if, of an advanced 



acquired a great flock of profane 

learning : but was conceited of 

his own knowledge, vain, and of 

a hot reltlefs temper. He tainted 

with his errors feveral perfons of 

quality, and a great number of 

the common people, efpecially 

women, and his obliging carriage 

and mode ft compofed gravity 

gained him much refpect. (See 

Sulpic. Sev. 1. z.HiJi. c. 46 — 51. 

Profper and Jfidore in Chron.) 

The errours of this feci: are chiefly 

gathered from St. Leo's Letter to 

ffuribins (cp. 15. ed. Quefnell.. 

01.93.)* tne firfl: council of To- 
ledo {Cone. T. 2- p. 228.), the 

council of Br ague, in 563 (T. 5. 
p. 36.), St. Aultin,&c. The Prif- 
cillianifts with Sabellius con- 
founded the three perfons in the 
Trinity, in which they intro- 
duced many new uncooth terms : 
they faid Chrift is the Only-begot- 
ten Son of God, becaufe he was 
the only fon of Mary, but that 
God had many other fons : they 

that Chrift afluined our 
nature, was born and furrered 
only in appearance ; that every 
human foul is a portion of the di- 
vine fubftance ; and precxifls the 
irate to which it is condemned in 
the body : that the devil or au- 
thor of evil, was not created by 
God, but fprang from darknefs 
and the chaos, and is evil by his 
original nature : marriages they 
condemned and diflblved, and au- 
thorized obfeenities; calling their 
ad u here lies and harlots adoptive 
fillers : they did not reject ihc 
Old Teflament, but explained il 
all allegorically ; to the book*, of 
the New Tell anient they added 

{aife A6tb of St. Thorna.-, St. An- 
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ing an avowed principle amongft them : c< Swear, forfwear thy- 
felf : betray not the fecret." Maximus found Ithacius, a 
Spanifti bifhop, the warm eft accufer of the Prifcillianifts wait- 
ing 



age. Inftantius and Salvian grew 
furious by their condemnation, 
and ordained Prifeillian bimop 
of Avila. Ithacius and Idacius 
cxafperated the hereticks and o- 
thers by the violence of their pro- 
ceedings, and procured a refcript 
from the emperour Gratian, by 
which the hereticks were ordered 
to be baniihed. Inftantius, Sal- 
vian and Prifeillian refolved to 
addrefs themfelves to pope Da- 
mafus ; they perverted many in 
their road near Audi in Aqui- 
tain, particularly Euchrocia, wife 
of Delphidius, a famous poet and 
oratour, and her daughter Procu- 
la, who is faid to have been with 
child by Prifeillian. Pope Da- 
mafus refufed to fee them ; Sal- 
vian died at Rome : the other 
two repaired to Milan, where St. 
Ambrofe treated them as pope 
Damafus had done. But they 
gained Macedonius, matter of the 
offices, who obtained of Gratian 
an or4er to the vicar of Spain to • 
reftore them to their churches; 
which was executed. By this it 
appears that Spain was no longer 
governed by a proconful, as it 
was a little before, but by a vicar 
of the prefect of the prastorium 
of Gaul. This was at that time 
Gregory, to whom Ithacius had 
repaired, and whom he found fa- 
vourable to his caufe. Under his 
protection he remained at Triers, 
not being able to ftand the fury of 
his enemies in Spain. Maximus 
in the mean time becoming maf- 
ter of that country liuened to his 
complaints, and difpatched an or- 
der to the vicar of Spain to fend 
Inihmtius and PrifcilLian to be 



tried in a council at Bourdeaux. 
There Inftantius was condemn- 
ed, but Prifeillian appealed to 
Maximus, and they were both 
fent to him at Triers. Sulpicius 
fays, the council ought to have 
condemned Prifeillian for contu- 
macy, or if he had any room for 
fufpe cling thefe prelates, to re- 
ferve the fentence to other bi- 
Ihops, and not leave fuch crimes 
to the determination of an em- 
perour (Hift. h z.). But they 
doubtlefs were afraid of offending 
a new tyrant, with whofe incli- 
nations they were no way ac- 
quainted. Prifeillian and his af- 
fociates being put to death at 
Triers were honoured by their 
followers in Spain as martyrs, 
and their bones conveyed thither 
and honoured as relicks. Maxi- 
mus was defeated by Theodofnis 
in Italy, and foon after flam at 
Aquileia in 338, or 339* r Itha- 
cius was then brought to a trial, 
convicted of feditious and irre- 
gular behaviour, and fent into 
banifhment in 389, where he died. 
The Prifcillianifts in Spain were 
repreffed by the fevere laws of 
Honorius in 407, and 408, and 
fupprefted by the zeal of the holy 
pope St. Leo, and of St. Turibius, 
bimop of Allorga in 447, or at 
leaf! by the in van on of the Moors. 
See Simonis de Uries, Diffcrtatio 

Critica dv PrifriJI'mniJUs, ror:/My; 

fati s y doQrinis ct morihus. Quarto. 
Ultrajccli. Anno 1745. Alfo, Hi- 

florin Pri/cHfiaviflarufH > a Fr. 
Girvcs, Prrffytcro jfur* Can. Dotf. 

Ronur . A n . 1 7 4 9 . Octavo . Sec 
alfo Tillcmont andOrfi. 
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ing for him at Triers, Idacius his collegue joined him there. 
The new emperour received them favourably, and commanded 
the ringleaders of the hereticks to he conduced thither from 
Spain, and confronted with their two accufers. St. Martin 
happened to go to Triers to intercede with the tyrant in favour 
of certain perfons who were condemned to death for adhering 
to their late mafter, Gratian. Many at the fame time came 
from different parts to pay their court to Maximus with the 
rnoft fawning adulation. But our faint always maintained his 
apoftolicai authority, imitating herein St. Ambrofe who had been, 
there before him upon an embaffy from Valentinian II. Gratian's 
younger brother, who remained in pofTeffion of Italy. Though 
St. Martin was Maximus's fubjec~r, which the other was not* 
he difcovered the utmoft reluctance to communicate with Maxi- 

1 

mus ; and when he was invited to dine at the emperour's ta- 
ble, he refufed a long while, faying boldly, that he could not 
cat at the fame table with a man who had deprived one emperour 
of his dominions, and another of his life. Maximus protefted 
that he had not accepted of the empire voluntarily, but that it 
had been forced upon him by the foldiery ; that his incredible 
fuccefs feemed to teftify the will of God, and that not one of 
his enemies had periflied, except thofe who loft their lives in the 
battle. St. Martin at length was prevailed upon to accept the 
invitation, which gave the emperour the utmoft fatisfacTrion, 
who ordered a great entertainment to be made, and invited the 
nioft confiderable perfons of his court, and among others his 
uncle and brother, both counts, and the prefecT: of the prseto- 
rium. The prieft who accompanied St. Martin was feated in 
a moft honourable place between two counts, and on the fame 
couch ; and St. Martin on a low feat near the emperour. Ia 
the midft of the entertainment, an officer prefented the cup as 
ufual to Maximus, who ordered it to be given to St. Martin, 
expecting to receive it from his hand ; but when the bi/hop had 
«lrank, he gave it to his prieft, as the moft worthy perfon in the 
company : which action was exceedingly applauded by the em- 
perour and the whole court. The emprefs who attended night 
and day to the bifhop's difcourfes, fat always at his feet upon 
the ground, and would needs give him an entertainment in her 
turn, to which fhe invited the emperour. St. Martin con fen ted 
with the utmoft reluctance, for though he was above fcventy 
years old, he never converfed with women except on neceflary 
fpi ritual affairs. But he found it unavoidable, as he had feveral 
tilings to petition for ; fuch as the delivery of prifoners, the re- 
calling feveral that were in banifliment, and •xftoring cftntca that 
had been con fi feated. The emprefs hcrfelf waited upon hiiji 

♦at table in the humble pofture of a fcrvant. Neither St.Arn- 

brofc 
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brofe nor St. Martin would communicate with Ithacius or thofe* 
bifhops who held communion with him, becaufe they fought to 
put hereticks to death. We cannot wonder at the offence 
thefe faints took at their profecuting Prifcillian in fuch a man- 
ner, when we confider how much the church abhorred the fhed- 
ding of the blood ev»n of criminals, and never fuffered any of 
her clergy to have any fhare in fuch caufes, St. Martin con- 
tinually reproved Ithacius for his conduct* and pre fled him to 
defift from his accufation. He alfo befought Maximus not to 
fpill the blood of the guilty ; faying, it was fufTicient that they 
had been declared hereticks, and excommunicated by the bifhops, 
and that there was no precedent of an ecclefiaflical caufe brought 
before a fecuJar judge. Ithacius far from hearkening to his ad- 
vice, prcfumed to accufe him of this herefy, as he ufually did 
thofe whofe manner of life feemed to him too rigid. But 
Maximus out of regard to St. Martin's remonftrances, caufed 
the trial to be deferred all the while he ftayed at Triers, and 
even promifed him that the blood of the perfons accufed fhould 
not be fpilt. But after the faint had left Triers, he fufFered 
himfelf to be prevailed upon, and committed the caufe of the 
Prifcillianiits to Evodius whom he had made prefect of the pne- 
torium. This fevere judge convicted Prifcillian of feveral crimes 
by his own confeffion, as of holding nocturnal aflcmblies with 
lewd women, of praying naked, and other fuch things. Itha- 
cius was the accufcr, and was even prefent when Prifcillian was 
put to the torture (5). Though after this he withdrew, and 
did not aflifi at their condemnation to death. Evodius laid the 
whole proceeding before Maximus, who declared Prifcillian and 
his accomplices worthy of death. Evodius therefore pronounced 
fentencc. Prifcillian, his two clerks named Felicifiimus and Ar- 
menius, Latrocinius a layman, and Euchrocia were beheaded* 
The bifhop Inftantius who had been condemned by the council 
of Bourdeaux, was banifhed to the iflands of Sylina or the ifles 
of Scilly, beyond Britain. Sopn after Afarinus and Aurelius, 
two deacons, were condemned to death : Tiberian was fent to 
the fame iflands, and his eftate confifcated, and others were pu- 
niflicd for the fame caufe (6), Ithacius and his aflbciatc bi- 
fhops were fupportcd by the empcrour, fo that feveral who dis- 
approved their conduct, durft not condemn them. Only one 
bifhop named Thcognoftus, publickly declared againfl them. 
The Ithaclans prevailed upon the empcrour to fend tribunes 
into Spain with a fovereign power to fearch out hereticks, and 
deprive them of their lives and poflcfiions. No one doubted 

but 

(5 Latinus Pacatue, in Paneg. Theodof. fen, 1. i» fob ap3« 
(6) Sulpic. Scv, llifl. Sacra, 1,2. c. 51. 
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but many innocent perfons would fall undiftinguifhed in this 
fearch ; for the palenefs of a man's countenance, or his drefe, 
was enough. to bring him into fufpicion with thofe people. The 
day after they had obtained this order, they heard when they 
leaft expected it, that St. Martin was almofr. got to Triers 5 
for he was obliged to go there very often about affairs of chari- 
ty. The Ithacians were greatly alarmed at his coming, 2nd 
when they found that he abilained from their communion, they 
told the emperour that if the obftinacy of Theognoftus was fup- 
ported by Martin's authority, their reputation would be entire- 
ly ruined. Maximus therefore represented mildly to the holy 
man that the here ticks had been juftly condemned for their 
crimes by the imperial judges, not by the bifhops. But per- 
ceiving that St. Martin was 'not moved, but urged that the 
bifhops had carried on the profecutions, Maximus fell into a 
palfion, and going away, gave immediate orders that the perfons 
for whom he came to intercede mould be put to death. Thefe 
•were count Narfes, and the govcrnour Leucadius, who were 
obnoxious to Maximus for having adhered to Gratian's party. 
The holy man had frill more at heart to prevent the tribunes 
being fent into Spain, and this not only for the fake of many 
catholicks, but alfo for the hereticks, whofe lives he was 'ex- 
tremely defirous to fave. His not communicating with the Itha- 
cians was only meant by him to prevent the mifchiefs which 
might arife from the fcandal of their unjuft deportment ; but as 
they were not excommunicated, it was no violation of any ca- 
non to communicate with them. St. Martin therefore in this 
extremity ran to the palace again, and promifed the emperour 
to communicate with Ithacius, provided he would pardon thofe 
unfortunate perfons, and recall the tribunes which had been 
fent into Spain. Maximus immediately complied with his de- 
mands. The next day being pitched upon by the Ithacians for 
the ordination of Felix, the newly elected bifhop of Triers, St. 
Martin communicated with them upon that occafion, that fo 
many people might be refcued from (laughter. The day follow- 
ing he left Triers, with fomc remorfe or a grief for his conde- 
fceniion. But he was comforted by an angel at prayer in the 
wood near Andcthanna, now Echternach, five miles from Tri- 
ers, who faid to him, That he had reafon to grieve for a con- 
defcenfion which was a mifery, but charity rendered it ncccflary 
and excu fable (7). St. Sulpicius adds, that St. Martin ufecl 
to tell them with tears in his eyes, that from this time it coft 
him more difficulty and longer prayers to caft out devils than 
formerly. Some weaknefs, imperfection or venial fin is often 

Vol, IV. T t * sin 
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an occafton of a fubftraction of fcnfible devotion or grace, till 
it be recovered by greater humility and compunction ; though 
fuch fubftractions are frequently fent merely for trials. 

St. Martin continued his journey to Tours, where he was 
received as the tutelar angel of his people. In his great age he 
relaxed nothing of lu's aufterities, or of his zealous labours for 
the falvation of others : and he continued to the end of his life 
to confirm his doctrine by frequent and wonderful miracles, as 
we are affined by St. Sulpicius Severus. "This great man re- 
nouncing the world, chofe for his firft retreat a little cottage 
upon an eftate which he had at a village upon the borders of 
Aquitain, now in Languedoc, called Primuliac, and afterward 
Mount Primlau, a place not now known. He made feveral 
vifits to St. Martin, and fquared his life by his direction. Upon 
his arrival the bleffed man himfelf pre fen ted water to him and 
his companions to wafh their hands before eating, ordered them 
to be ferved with a moderate corporal refection : then fed them 
with the fpiritual food of his heavenly difcourfes, ftrongly ex- 
horting them to renounce fenfuality, and the pleafures and dif- 
traction of the world, that without hindrance they might follow 
the Lord Jefus with their whole hearts. In the evening he 
warned their feet with his own hands. St. Sulpicius aflures us, 
that though a 11 ranger to fecular learning, he was in his dif- 
courfes clear, methodical, pathetically vehement and powerfully 
eloquent; that he was very ready in folving intricate difficul- 
ties of holy writ, in anfwering queftions upon fpiritual matters, 
and in giving to every one fuitable advice : that no one confuted 
errours and infidelity, or fct off the truth of the chriftian religion 
with greater perfpicuity or force. This illuftrious author 
adds, that he never heard any man fpeak with fo much good 
fenfc, with fo much knowledge and penetration, or with purer 
language : and that the gravity, dignity and humility, with 
which he delivered himfelf, were not to be cxprefTed. Ncver- 
thclefs, his ftrongcu exhortation to perfect virtue was the aim oft 
irrefifliblc influence of his example and wonderful fanctity. No 
one ever faw him angry, difturbed, fad,* or vainly laughing : 
the fame tranquillity of mind, the fame fcrcnity of countenance 
appeared in him in profperity and adverfity, and under all the 
vieifhtudes of human accidents, even beyond what feemed pom- 
hie in this mortal life. Chrift was always in his mouth, and in his 
heart. Nothing reigned there but fincerc humility, piety, peace, 
mercy and goodnels. He was very cautious never to judge 
others, and to interpret every one's actions, if it was poffible, 
in the befl. part. Injuries, (landers, envy and the jealoufy of per- 
secutors, which in the whole courfe of his life were never want- 
ing, he recompenfed by weeping bitterly for their fins, and by 

fee Icing 
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leeking every opportunity of ferving them, and of heaping be- 
nefits upon them, never excluding any one from bis holy friend- 
ship (8). He would never lofe any time in the day, and often 
paffed whole nights In labours and watch ings. To his body he 
allowed only that rcfrefhment and repofe which extreme necef- 
fity required, lying on the bare ground covered with a coarfe 
fackcloth. Amidft his exteriour employments his heart was al- 
ways clofely united to God, and he feemed never to lofe fight 
of his prefence either in words or actions. And as fmiths when - 
they have no iron bar before them to work on, ft r ike fome- 
times on the anvil through ufe ; fo St. Martin, whether he read, 
or wrote, or treated with men, through habit was continually 
recollected in the mtcriour man, and converted fweetly with 
the heavenly Spoufe, and with the Giver of all graces. He was 
accuftomed to gather profitable fpiritual le/Tons and thoughts, 
and to kindle holy affections from all things which occurred. 
Once when he faw a fheep newly fhorn, he pleafantly faid to 
thofe that were with him : " This fheep hath fulfilled the pre- 
* c cept of the gofpel, becaufe having enough for two coats, it 
cc it hath parted with one to fuch as have need : fo mould 
* c you likewife do." Seeing a man keeping fwine, very cold, 
and but half covered with a poor fcanty coat of fkins, he faid : 
<c Behold Adam driven out of Paradife : but let us, leaving the 
<c old Adam, clothe Ourfelves with the new." In vifiting his 
diocefs, arriving once at a river, he faw a great quantity of 
fowl very bufy in gorging up the fifli ; whereupon he faid : 
*' Thefe ravenous birds refemble much our infernal enemies, 
6C which lie always in wait to catch unwary fouls, and fuddenly 
cc make them their prey." But he commanded the fowls to 
leave the waters, and betake thcmfelves to the hills and moors ; 
which they inftantly did. In this manner every creature fervec! 
the faint's purified eyes as a lively glafs of truth, and from all 
things he gathered without ftudy or labour, and even with de- 
light, wholcfome leflbns, to maintain his heart always in pure 
and heavenly thoughts. In like manner he endeavoured that his 
fubjc£ts mould exercife their fouls conftanrly in prayer, that 
they might be difpofed to afford a clean and agreeable lodging 
to the heavenly Spoufc. It was by keeping his mind ever fixed 
on God, and by the excellent purity of his heart much more 
than by the natural vivacity of his wit, and by his reading, that 
he attained to fo high a degree of true fcience, and heavenly 
eloquence, and acquired that ftrength, with which, as a great 
captain of the fpiritual warfare, he by all means continually 

T t 2 waged 

(?.) Sulnic Vit. S. Martin, c. 26, 27. 
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waged war agai.mft the prince of this world, and wherever he 
went difpoffeffed him of his ancient tyranny. 

St. Martin was above fourfcore years old when God was 
pleafed to put an happy end to his labours. Long before his 
departure he had knowledge of his approaching death, which 
he clearly foretold to his difciples. Being informed that a fcan- 
dalous difference had arofe amongft the clergy at Cande, a pa- 
rim at the extremity of his diocefs, at the confluence of the 
Loire and the Vienne, in Touraine, upon the borders of Poi- 
tou and Anjou, he went thither to compofe the difturbance, 
attended as ufual by a great number of his difciples. Having 
remained there fome time, and fettled all things to his fat is faction, 
he was preparing for his return, when he was feized with his laft 
ficknefs, and found on a fudden his ftrength fail him. As foon 
as he was taken ill he called his religious brethren about him, 
and told them that the time of his departure was come. At 
this news they all with tears and with one voice faid to him : v 
** Father, why do you forfake us? or to whom do you recom- 
tc mend us ? The ravening wolves will fall upon your flock. 
<c We know you defire to be with Jefus Chrift $ but your re- 
14 ward is fecure ; nor will be a whit diminifhed by being de- 
* 4 fer red a while. Have pity on our neceflity, who are left 
* c amidft great dangers.." The fer v ant of God, moved with 
their tears, wept alfo, and prayed thus: " Lord, if lam ftill 
44 neceflary to thy people, I refufe no labour. Thy holy will 
44 be done." As if he had faid, fays St. Sulpicius : My foul is 
unconquered by old age, weaknefs or fatigues, and ready to 
fuftain new conflicts, if you call me to them. But if you fpare 
my age, and take me to yourfelf, be the guardian and protector 
of thofe fouls for which I fear. By thefe words he fhewed that 
he knew not which was dearcft to him, either to remain on 
earth for Chrift, or to leave the earth for Chrift ; and has 
taught us in prayer for temporal things, to remit ourfelves with 
perfect refignation and indifference to the divine will, begging 
that God may direct all tilings in us and through us to his greater 
glory. The faint had a fever which laftcd fome days : not- 
withftanding which he fpent the night in prayer, lying on afhes 
and haircloth. His difciples earneftly intreatcd him that he 
would fuffcr them at leaft to put a little ftraw under him. But 
he replied : " It becomes not a chriftian to die othcrwifc than upon 
46 afhes. I fhall have finned if I leave you any other example." 
He continually held up his eyes and hands to heaven never in- 
terrupting his prayer, fo that the pricfts that flood about him, 
begged he would turn himfelf on one fide, to afford his body a 
little reft. He an f we red : u Allow mc, my brethren, to look 

66 rather 
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<c rather towards heaven than upon the earth, that my foul may 
<c ' be directed to take its flight to the Lord to whom it is going.* * 
Afterwards feeino- the devil near him he faid : cc What doft "thou. 
** here cruel beaft ? Thou fhak find nothing in me. Abra- 
cc ham's bofom is open to receive me." Saying thefe words 
he expired, fome think on the fixth, others on the eleventh of 
November, probably in 397, though according to others in 400. 
He died fey en months after St. Ambrofe, as St. Gregory^ of 
Tours allures us. They who were pre fen t wondered at the 
brightnefs of his face and whole body, which feemed to them 
as if it were already glorified (9). The inhabitants of Poitiers 
warmly difpwted the pofleffion of his body : but the people of 
Tours carried it off. The whole city came out to meet it : all 
the- country people, and many from neighbouring cities flocked 
thither, with about two.thoufand monks, and a great company 
of virgins. They all melted into tears, though no one doubted 
of his glory. He was carried with hymns to the place of his 
interment, which was in a little grove, at fome diftance from 
the monaftery, ..where certain monks lived in feparate cells. 
The place was then five hundred and thirty paces from the city, as 
St. 'Gregory of Tours informs us, though at prefent it is part 
of it, and the walls were carried fo far as to encompafe it in 
the beginning of the inroads of the Normans. St. Brice, St. 
Martin s fucceffour, built a chapel over his tomb, and St- Per- 
petuus, the fixth bifhop of Tours, about the year 470, founded 
upon that fpot the great church and monaftery, the faint's 
fumptuous tomb being placed behind the high altar (d). Thefe 
monks fecularized .themfelves in the feventh century. To- 
wards the clofe of the eighth, pope Adrian I. at the requeft of 
Charlemagne, placed there regular canons, and Alcuin was 
Ihortly after appointed their abbot {c). Thefe canons were fc- 

T t 3 cularizcu 

(9) S. Sulpic. Sever, cp. 3. ad Baflulam Socrum fuam. p. 369. 



{({) That this was an abbey of 
monks till the feventh century is 
invincibly demon flratcd by Dom 
Badier again ft Abbe Gervaife. 

(c) Hence the authors of the 

Hijtoty of the Gall/can Churchy 

and fome others doubt whether 
Alcuin was a monk. But it fceins 
undoubted that he had profeflcd 
himfelf a monk in his youth in 
England. And F. Daniel ob- 
ferves from Eginhnrd, that Chad e- 
magne never nominated the fame 



pcrfon to two abbeys, except Al- 
cuin to whom he gave ieveral ab- 
beys, that he might fettle in them 
regular difcipline : which he might 
dojtho'' of a different Order. He 
indeed chofe St. Martin's atTours 
for his retreat : but his view was 
to fettle better the difcipline of 
this great 1 10 Life, and to fatisfy his 
devotion to St. Martin, in imita- 
tion of many other great men. 
There alfo he had the convenience 
of an excellent library, 
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cularized in the reign of Charles the Bnld, .in 849, and have 
continued fo ever fince. The king of France from the time of 
Hugh Capet is the abbot and firfr. canon : befides eleven digni- 
taries, and fifty-one canons, &c. here are ecclefiaftical ho- 
norary canons, namely the patriarch of Jerufalem, the arch- 
bifhops of Mentz, Cologne, Compoftclla, Sens and Bpurges ; 
the bifhops of Liege, Strafbourg, Angers, Auxerre and Que- 
bec ; and the abbots of Marmoiitier and St. Julian's at Tours 3 
and lay honorary canons, the Dauphin, the dukes of Burgundy, 
Anjou, Britany, Bourbon, Vendome and Nevers : the counts 
of Flanders, Dunois and Angouleme : alfo the earl of Douglas 

. in Scotland, before that family had changed its religion. The 
extraordinary devotion which the French and all Europe has 
expreffed to St. Martin, and to this church for the fake of his 
precious tomb, would furnifh matter for a large hiftory. The 
Huguenots rifled the fhrine and fcattered the relicks of this 
faint. But this church recovered a bone of his arm, and part 
of his fkull (10). Before this difperfio.n certain churches had 
obtained fmall portions which they {till preferve. The priory 
of St. Martin's in the Fields at Paris is pofTelTed of a part : two 
of his teeth are fhewn in St. Martin's at Tournay. The ca- 

' cathedral at Tours was built by St. Martin in honour of St. 
Maurice : but fince the year 1096 bears the title of St. Ga- 
tian's. Its chapter is one of the molt illuftrious in France ; 
the bifhop of Tours was fuffragan to Rouen till he was made 
a metropolitan. A vial of facred oil is kept at St. Martin's ; 
with which Henry IV. was anointed king inftead of that from 
Rheims. St. Sulpicius relates that St. Martin fometimes 
cured diftempers by oil which he had blefTed (f)\; and that this oil 
tvas fometimes miraculoufly increafed (n)« 

Many miracles wrought at the flirine of St. Martin, or 
through his intercefTion immediately after his happy death, fome 

of 



(xo) SeeGcrvaife, I. 4. p. 344 
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(f) Oil found in the tombs of 
faints, or even that which was 
taken from lamps which burned 
before their fhrines, has been an- 
ciently often ufed with devotion 
as a relick, but this ought not 
lightly to be done by private per- 
fons. St. Gregory the Great fent 
to queen Theodelinda the oils, as 
he calls them, of SS. Peter, Paul 
and of near feventy other mar- 
tyrs and confefTors at Rome ; and 



. 352. (11) S. Sulpic. Dial. 3. 

fome portions called the oil of ma- 
ny hundreds, and others of many 
thoufands. (See Muratori.^/W^. 
Lat. T. z. Mabillon, Diffl des 

Sts, InconniiSy C 19. p. 103, an,d 

Jpp. p. 174.) Paul Warn cf rid 
(De Gift. Loitgoh. 1. 2. c. 15.) at- 
tributes a miraculous healing of 
fore eyes to the application of oil 
taken from a lamp burning before 
St. Martin's altav. 
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of which are recounted by St. Gregory of Tours, Fortunatus 
and others, excited exceedingly the devotion of the people* 
Some have imagined that he was the firft faint publickly ho- 
noured by the church as a confeflbr : but this is not fo much 
as inhnuated by any ancient author : and St. John Evangelift, 
St. Thecla, and many others were not properly martyrs, not to 
mention St. Petronilla, St. Praxedes and St. Pudentiana. 

The virtue of St. Martin which was the miracle of the world, 
was founded in the moft profound humility, and perfect meeknefs 
and felf-denial by which he was dead to himfelf, in his continual 
meditation on religious truths, in his love of heavenly things, 
and contempt of the world, to which his heart was crucified : 
laftly, in the conflant union of his foul to God by the excrcifes 
of holy prayer, and by the entire refignation of himfelf to the 
divine will in all things without referee. Such a difpofition 
could not but be accompanied with the moft ardent fraternal 
charity, zeal for the divine honour, and all other virtue?. What- 
ever our ftate and circumftanccs may be in the world, unlefs by 
learning the fame virtues, and Undying daily to improve them 
in our hearts, we put on the fpirit of Chrift, bear his image in 
our fouls, and wear his livery, we cannot hope to be owned 
by him at the laft day, or to find admittance into the company 
of his ele£t 5 but fliall be caft forth with the reprobate into outer 
darknefs. 

Cn the fame DAY 

St. Mennas, M. The edifts of Diocleiian were rigoroufly exe- 
cuted in the Eall, when Mennas or Menas, an Egyptian by birth, a 
foldier in the Roman troops, then quartered at (Jotyseus in Phrygia, 
was apprehended, and boldly confefling his faith," cruelly fcourged, 
then tormented in the moft inhuman manner on the rack, and at 
length beheaded, by the command of Pyrrhus, the prefident, pro- 
bably about the year 304. His name has been always very famous 

in the calendars of the church, efpecially in the Eait.- See the firft 

Acls of this martyr tranflatccl in Surius, who borrowed them from 
JVIetamraftes. They begin Bctcr/Xsuovro? a.okamtixv« M&£i;Uj*v.j7, 
and are warmly defended and extolled by I'alconius, p. 30. The 
fecond Acts in Surius, afcribed to Timothy, patriarch of Alexandria 
in 380, deferve little credit. (See Tillem. T. 5. in Peter of Alex, 
n. 4.) Lambecius mentions other Afts of this faint, T. 8. p. 269, 
See Fn.br ici us, BihL Gr. T. 6. p. 548. 

Another St. Mennas, martyr in Libya, under Maximian, is named 
in the Eaftern and Weftern Martyrologics on the tenth of December. 
Procopius (1. 1. tic <vdif, Jujlhi.) mentions a church built at Con- 
Hantinople by Juttinian, in honour of St. Menna?, whofe body was 
tranflatccl thither. This Baroirius underflands of the Libyan : J of. 
Aflemani of Mennas the foldier under Diocleiian (T. 5. p. 46 u) The 
A3.h of Mennas the Libyan in Surius are of no authority. 

Tt4 NO VE M- 
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St. MARTIN, Pope, M. 

Prom his letters? Theophanes? Anajlaftus? in Pontif. & ep. ad 
Martin. Narniens. epifc. The Vener. Card. Baronius? Fleu- 

ry> L 38. &c. 

A. D. 655. 

ST*. Martin was a native of Todi in Tufcam/, and became 
renowned in the clergy of Rome for his learning and fanc~Hty. 
Whilft he was deacon of that church he was tent by popeTheodorus 
in quality of Apocrifiarius, or nuncio to Ccnftantinople, where he 
fhewed his zeal againft the reigning herefy of the Monothelites. 
Upon the death of Theodorus, after a vacancy of near three 
weeks, Martin was elected pope in July 649, and in the October* 
following held in the Lateran church a council of 105 bifhops. 
againft the Monothelites, in which he condemned the ringleaders 
of that feci:, particularly Sergius and Pyrrhus, who had been 
formerly bifhops of Constantinople, and Paul who was then in 
pofleflion of that fee. The Ecthefis of Heraclius, and the Ty- 
pus of Conftans, two imperial edicts were likewife cenfured ; 
the former becaufe it contained an expofition of faith entirely 
favourable to the Monothelites : the latter, bccmfe it was a For- 
mulary by which filence was impofed on both parties, and it was 
forbid by it to mention either one or two operations in Chriftr. 
* c The Lord," faid the Lateran fathers, tc hath commanded 
*' us, to fhun evil and do good 5 but not to reject the good with 
cc the evil. — 'We are not to deny at the fame time both truth 
<c and errour." The emperour Conflans fent Olympius, his 
chamberlain, in quality of exarch'into Italy, with an order ei- 
ther to caufe Martin to be mafllicred, or to fend him prifoncr 
into the Eafl. Olympius coming to Rome whiMt the council 
was aflcmbled, endeavoured to raifc a fchifm ; but not fucceeding 
by open violence, had rccourfe to treachery, and commanded one 
of his attendants to murder the pope whil(l lie was adminiflering 
the communion in the church of St. Mary Major, which might- 
be more cafily donc> as the Pope carried the communion to eve- 
ry 
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ry one in his own place. The fervant who had undertaken to 
execute this commiffion, afterward fwore that he had been ft ruck 
with' blindn efs, and could not fee the pope. Olympius there- 
fore feeing the pope had been thus protected by heaven, declar- 
ed to him the orders which he had received, made his peace 
with him, and marched into Sicily, then in the hands of the 
Saracens, where his army perifhed, and he died or ficknefs. 
The emperour then fent Theodorus Calliopas exarch,' with 
Theodorus Pellurus, one of his chamberlains, with a ftrift 
charge to feize Martin, whom he accufed of herefy, becaufe he 
condemned the Type ; and charged him with Neftorianifm, 
as the Egyptians did all catholicks. The new exarch and the 
chamberlain arrived at Rome with the army from Ravenna, on 
Saturday the fifteenth of June, 653. The pope who had beenfick 
ever fince October, fhut himfelf up in the Lateran church, but 
fent fome of his clergy to falute the exarch, who enquired 
where the pope was (1), faying he defired to adore him (a) % 
which he repeated the next day. Two days after, on Monday, 
Calliopas accufed him of having arms concealed ; but the pope 
bad him fearch his palace, which he did ; and no arms being 
found, the pope faid : " Thus have calumnies been always 
* c employed againft us." Half an hour after, the foldiers re- 
turned, and feized the pope, who lay fick on a couch near the 
gate of the church ; and Calliopas presented the clergy a refcript 
of the emperour, commanding St. Martin to be depofed as un- 
worthy of the popedom. The clergy cried out : cc Anathema 
<c to him who fhall fay that pope Martin hath changed any 
* c point of faith, and to him who perfeveres not in the catho- 
<c lick faith till death." Calliopas fearing the multitude, faid: 
<c There is no other faith but yours ; nor have I any other 
feveral of the bifhops faid : cc We will live and die with* him.** 
The pope was led out of the church into the palace, and on the 
eighteenth of June taken thence at midnight, and carried in a 
boat down the Tiber to Porto, where he was put on board of a 
veflH to be conveyed to Conftantinople. After three months 
fail he arrived at the ifle of Naxos, where he ftaid with his 
guards a whole year, being allowed to lodge in a houfe. For a 
long time he was afflicted with a dyfentcry and a loathing of 
food. When the bifhops and inhabitants fent him any provifi- 
ons, the guards plundered them, and abufed witli injurious 

lan-r 

1) S. Mart. ep. 1 5. and Anaflas. in S. Martin. 

( a ) To adore and to falute fore, Gothofred. ad Leg. »;/. 

were ufed in that age promifcu- Cod. c fbcod. de frmpofitis facri cu~ 
oufly : and to adore the empe- biculi : and Sahnaftm ad Hift. 

rour was a phrafe ufed long be- Auguft* 
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language and blo\vs : . tbofe who brought, him prefents, faying: 
A 6 .Whoever fhews any kind hefs to • this man, is an enemy to 
<e the ftate." St. Martin was more afflicted at the injuries 
which his benefactors received,, than at his own fufFerings. He 
was brought to Conftantinople on the feventeenth of September 
in 674, and after, much, ill ufage, lay in a dungeon without 
fpeaking to any body but his keepers for near three months, 
from the feventeenth" of September to the fifteenth of Decem- 
ber. In one of his letters he wrote as follows : * 6 It is now for- 
* c ty-feven clays fince I have been permitted to wa(h myfelf ei- 
tc ther in cold or warm water. I am quite wafted and chilled, 
* c and have had no refpite either upon fea or land from the flux 
cc which I fuffer. My. body is broken and fpent, and when I 
<c would take any nourishment, I want fuch kind of food as is 
,* c ,.neceflary to fupport me ; and have a perfect averfion and 
cc loathing to what I have. But I hope that God who knows 
<c . all things, when' he fliall have taken, me out of this world, 
"* c will bring my persecutor's to repentance (2)." On the fif- 
teenth of December he was examined by the Sacellarius or trea- 
surer in the chamber of that rnagiftrate, in prefence of the fe- 
nate which was then alfembled there. He was removed thence 
to a terrace, where the emperour might have a fight of him 
from his window : and the Sacellarius ordered his guards to 
diveft him of the marks of his epifcopal dignity. Then delivering 
him into the hands of the prefect of the city, he faid : 
<c Take him, my lord prefect, and pull him to pieces immedi- 
<c ately." He likewifc commanded thofe that were prefent to 
anathematize him. But not above twenty perfons cried out 
Anathema : al] the reft hung down their heads, and retired over- 
whelmed with grief. 

Trjc executioners laying hold of the faint, took away his fa^- 
cerdotal pallium, and ftrippped him of all his clothes except a 
tunick which they left him without a girdle, having torn it from the 
top to the bottom, fo that his naked body was expo fed to fight. 
They put an iron collar about his neck, and dragged htm in this 
manner from the palace through the midft of the city, the jailer 
being faftened to him, and an executioner carrying the fword 
before him, to fhew that lie was condemned to die. The peo- 
ple wept and fighed except a fmall number who infultcd him ; 
but the martyr preferred a calm and ferene countenance. Being 
come to the pnrtorium he was thrown into a prifon with mur- 
derers ; but about an hour afterward was taken thence, and call 

into the prifon of Diomcdcs, fo much hurt and bruifed, that 

1,,, 

M 

I 

(?.) S. Mart. cp. 1 5. 
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he left the flair cafe befmeared with his blood, and feemed rea- 
dy to give up the ghoft. He was placed on a bench chained as 
he was, and alrnoft dead with cold ; for Hie winter was very fe- 
vere.. He had. none, of his own friends or fervants about him, 
but a young clerk who had followed him weeping. The jailer 
was chained to him, and the order for his execution was ex- 
pected every moment : and the holy pope impatiently waited for 
martyrdom. But it was delayed, and his irons were knocked 
off. The emperour went next day to vifit the patriarch Paul, 
who lay very fick, and related to him all that had been done 
againft the pope. Paul, fighed, and laid: cc Alas! this is {till 
** to augment my punifhment." And he conjured the empe- 
rour to be fatisfied with what the pope had ruffe red. Paul died 
foon after, and Pyrrhus, who had been formerly patriarch, was 
very defirpus to recover that fee. During his exile he had abju- 
red the Monothelite herefy under pope Theodoras at Rome, 
and had been entertained as a bifhop by that church, according 
to its accuftomed law of hofpitality toward ftrangers. Confirms 
ferit Demofthenes, deputy .to the Sacellarius, to examine St. Mar- 
tin in prifon, whether Pyrrhus had made his recantationat Rome 
of his own accord, or through folicitations. St. Martin fatisfi- 
ed him that he had done it of his own accord ; t^oucrh he had 
foon relapfed again. Demoflhenes faid : cc Consider in what 
<c glory you once lived, and to what a condition y v.i arc now 
'** reduced. This is entirely owing to yourfelf." The Pope 
only replied : * c God be praifed for all things." 

St. Martin continued in the prifon of DiomeV:. near three 
months, to the tenth of March 655, when lie *v:iu ordered to 
be banifhed to the Taurica Cherfonefus, and r. 'ri.vved tj an- 
other prifon. On the twcnty-fixth of March 1. ■ v. v. > ernbark- 
ed, and he arrived at the Cherfonefus on the fif<< h of May. 
The famine was fo great in that country, that t\y: :\oe ; rured 
his friends in one of his letters: tc Bread is talk*. '. 1 Lvv . but 
<c never feen. If fomc relief is not fent u- :<'■■.:: I ; ,.!y or 
cc Pontus, it is impoflible to live (3)." He w: ^ anoth.."r let- 
ter in September, wherein he fays (4) : cc We ;n ■ :n>: only fe.u- 
cc xated from the reft of the world, but ar* '/"•'<•:• '!cpnv»:d of 
<c the means to live. The inhabitants of rv .■ .::nlrv \ll 
tc Pagans j and they who come hither, be'M' ■ < ; r : i lc;uu : u<r y 
<c the manners of the people of the comitr ( ., in '* no ch.i- 
<c rity, nor even that natural companion \\~ .\< h •'>> lie found 
iC among barbarians. Neither do they hri'i;- in/ thin:*, irom 
cc other places in the barks which o me • ''.::<•: 1 » be loaded 
- 6 with fait 5 nor have I been able to buz . 'Amvj, but one 

" buflicl 

(3( K P- M- t-h r V > 

1 
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bufhel of corn, which coft me four gold pence. I admire the 
* c infenfibility of all tfrpfe who have heretofore had fome relati- 
c< 011 to me, who haye>fo entirely forgot me, that they do not 
cc fo much as feeca to. know whether I am in the world... I 
cc wonder fUll more at thofe who belong to the church of St. 
* c Peter, for the little concern they fhew for one of their body. 
c< If that church has no money, it wants not corn, oil or other 
cc proviftons, out of which they might fend us fome fmall fup- 
<c ply.: — What fear hath feized all thefe, men, which can hin- 
ct der them from fulfilling the commands of God, in relieving 
cc the diftrefTed ? Have I appeared fuch an enemy to the whole 
** church, or to them. in particular? However, I pray God, 
<c by the interceflion of St, Peter, topreferve'them fteadfaft and 
<c immovable in the orthodox faith. As to this wretched bo- 
cc dy, God will have care of it. He is at band : why fhould 
*' I give myfelf any trouble ? I hope in his mercy, he will 
*' not prolong my courfe." The good Pope was not difappoint- 
ed, of his hope \ for he died on the fifteenth of September in 
655, having held the holy fee fix years, one month and twenty- 
fix days.. He was interred in a church of the BlefTed Virgin, 
within a furlong from the city of Cherfona ; a great concourfe 
of people reforted to his tomb. His relicks were afterward car- 
ried to Rome, and depofited in a church dedicated long before 
to St. Martin of Tours. He is honoured by the Latins, on 
the twelfth of November, the day of the tranflation of his re- 
licks to Rome, and by the Greeks on the fourteenth of April, 
His conftancy and firmnefs appear in his letters. They are 
well written, with flrcngth and wifdom : the ftile is great and 
noble, worthy of the majefry of the holy fee. The faints 
equally defpifed the goods and the evils of this life, becaufe 
they had before their eyes the eternal glory, with which mo- 
mentary labours, and fufFerings will be abundantly re- 
compenfed. Can we be called Chriftians, who by our mur- 
muring and impatience under the lea ft trials, and by recoiling 
:it the leaft harfli word, fhew ourfclvcs to be ftrangcrs to the 
fpirit, and enemies to the crofs of Chrift. It is only by bear- 
ing the marks of his fufFerings, and by pracYifing the heroick 
virtues which tribulation calls forth, that we can enter into 
the Mifs which he has purchafed for us by his crofs. If with 
;thc faints we look up at the joys which are to be the rcconv 
pence of our patience, and confider attentively the example of 
Chrift, wc fhall receive our fufFerings, not only with refigna- 
tjon, but with joy, as graces, of which wc are moft unworthy. 
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On the fame D AY 

St. Nilus, Anchoret, Father of the church, C. Nobility, dignities* 
honours and riches, have not given fo great luftre to the name af St. 
Nilus, as the contempt of thofe things for the love of Chrift. In his 
retreat, fuch was his care to live unknown to the world, that he has 
concealed from us the very manner of life which he led in the defers 
and all we know of him is reduced to certain general circumftances. 
He feems to have been a native of Ancyra in Galatia, fays Orfi : it 
appears by his writings that he had a regular education, in which pi- 
ety and religion had always the afcendant. It is uncertain at what 
time of life he had St. Chryfoftom for matter; but it muft have beea 
at Antioch, whither the reputation of that holy do£tor muft have' 
drawn him, perhaps when he refigned his government in order to re- 
tire from the world. St. Nilus was married, had two fons, lived in. 
great fplendour and dignity, and was raifed by the emperour to the 
poll of prefedt or governour of Conftantinople. The ambition, ava- 
rice, jealoulies, and other vices which reigned in the court of Arca- 
diits, could not fail to alarm the confcience of a pious and timorous 
magiftrate, who in all his actions feared nothing fo much as to autho- 
rize or connive at injuftice or lin. And the defire of living only to 
God and himfelf, worked fo ftrongly in his heart, that he obtained, 
though with fome difficulty, his wife's confent to withdraw himfelf 
from the world, about the year 390. Ris eldcft fon he left to her 
care to be trained up to the duties of his (ration in the world, and 
with the younger named Theodulus, betook himfelf to a folitary life 
in the deiert of Sinai. In this retreat they lived together in the moil 
fervent exercifes of the monaftick ftate, and fuftained many conflicts 
againft both their vifible and invifible enemies. The works which ot- 
Nilus hath left us, were in great requeft amongft the ancients, and as 
Photius jultly remarks (1), demonftrate the excellent perfection of his 
virtue, and his great talent of eloquence In his treatife, On 

the 

■ 

(1) Cod, 201. 



( a ) The works of St. Nilus, 
without his letters, were publifhed 
at Rome in 1673 ky Joieph-Ma • 
ria Suarez. . b\ Peter Pouflines 
jefuit, publifhed his letters to the 
number of 335, in quarto, at 
Paris, in 1657. Leo A 1 lathis 
hath printed a much greater num- 
ber in four books, at Rome in 
1668, folio. The faint frequent- 
3y ad mo ni flies priefls not to be too 
harih in receiving fnmers ; and re- 
lates that, in the time of the 



apoftlcs, a bifhop called Carpus 
was rebuked by Chrift in a vi- 
fion, for ufing too much rigour 
towards penitents (L. 2. cp. 190. 
in cp * 64. 1. 4.) recited in the 
fecond council of Nice : he blames 
the lord Olympiodorus to whom 
this letter is addrelled, that he 
had caufed the fhapes of hearts, 
and other (Iran go forms to be 
painted upon the walls of a church - y 
and tells him, that we. may <.n\ y - 
paint the crofs in the chan- 

i.ei. 
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the monajlick life, he obferves that Chrift came from heaven to teach 
men the true way of virtue and wifdom, to which all the fages of the 
ancients were'ftrangers. He adds, that the firft Chriftians imitated 
their mailer in all tilings, but that this primitive zeal being cooled, 
fome perfons took a refolution to abandon the perplexing bufinefs of 
the world, and renounced riches and pleafures, the better to apply 
themfelves to the exercife of all virtues, and to curb their pafiions. 
But that this ftate, fo holy in its original, had then fo much degene- 
rated that many profeflbrs of it diigraced it by their irregularities. 
Thefe diforders he cenfures with great fervour and acuteneis, in this 
and in his other afcetick works, in which he ftrongly recommends 
voluntary poverty, obedience, concord and humility. In his book 
on prayer, a work particularly admired by Photius, many excellent 
maxims are laid down. The faint recommends, that we beg of God 
in the firft place, the gift of prayer, and intreat the Holy Ghoft to 
form in our hearts thole pure and ardent defires which he has promi- 
fed always to hear, and that he vouchfafe to teach us interiourly to 
pray : this holy doctor will have us only to afk of God, that his will 
be done in the moil perfect manner. To perfons in the world he in- 
culcates temperance, humility, prayer, contempt of the world, con- 
tinual meditation on death, and the obligation of giving large alms. 
The faint was always ready to communicate to others his fpiritual 
fcience. For in the tranquillity of his folitude, he had learned to 
know God in a manner in which he is not known in the tumult of the 
world, and to tafte the fweets of his peace. What proficiency he had 
made in the maxims of an interiour life, and in the ftudy of the holy fcrip- 
tures, and how much he was confulted by perfons of all ranks, ap- 
pears from the great number of his letters, which are Hill extant. 
They are lhort, but elegant, and written with fpirit and vehemency. 
efpecially when any vice is the theme. By an exprefs treatife, he en- 
deavours to (hew the ftate of Anchorets or hermits to be preferable 
to that of religious who live in communities in cities, becaufe the 
latter find it more difficult to preferve their virtue and recollection p 
and to fubduc their paffions : but he muft fpeak of hermits, who have 
been firft well exercifed under fome experienced mailer : and he takes 
notice that hermits have their particular difficulties and great trials. 
This he himfclf had experienced by violent interiour temptations and 
troubles of mind, with which the devil long afiaulted him : but he 
overcame them by afliduous reading, prayer, finging of pfalms, fre- 
quent genuflexions, patience, the practice of humility, and the fign 

of the crofs, with which he armed himfclf upon the fudden appear- 
ance 

eel, and round the church place pat fit, &c. He tells us, (L. i. 
pictures of the Old and NewTclta- ep. 294.) that St. Chryfoftom 
ment, that thofe who cannot read, celebrating the divine myfteries, 
may learn the hiftory of the bible, faw angels attending the prieih at 
The Iconoclafts had falfified this the diitribution of the adorable 
pafiage by putting it, may white- body and blood of Jcfus Chritl. 

over the mailt, inllead of, may 
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ance of an enemy (2). The fame arms he recommended to others 
under the like temptations (3). He lays down excellent rules againft 
all vices in his treatifes On evil thoughts, On vices, and On the eight 
vicious thoughts or capital fins, on which he fays excellent things, es- 
pecially on the dangers of vain -glory and (loth. Who would not have 
thought that St. Nilus by forfaiting the world, was one of the reach of 
exteriour trials and afflictions-, yet in the wildernefs he met with the 
moft grievous. The Saracens making an inroad into the defer ts of 
Sinai, mauacred a great number of the monks, and finding Theodu- 
lus, our faint's fon in a certain monaftery, they carried him away- 
captive with feveral others. The anxious father fought him on every 
fide, and fell himfelf into the hands of the invaders, but foon pro- 
cured his liberty. At length he found his fon at Eleuia, with the bi- 
fhop of that city, who had ranfomed him out of charity. The good 
prelate with joy reftored him to his father, whom he obliged to re- 
ceive the holy order of priefthood at his hands (4). Ivilus was 
then fifty years old. He lived to a very great age, and died in the 
reign of the emperour Martian, His love of obicurity followed him 
to the grave, fo that the year and circumilances of his happy death 
are concealed from us. His remains were brought to Conilantinople, 
in the reign of Juftin the Younger, and depoiiteU in the church of the 

apoftles there. On St. Nilus fee the accurate Leo Allatius, Dia- 

triba de Nilis et eorum fcriptis, in the end of his epiitles. Fabricius, 
Bib/. Gr, ad Leon, slllat. Dial rib dc Nilis. ad calcetn, <vol. 5. Tille- 

mont, T. 14. Orfi. 1. 28. n. 83, 84, 85. 94. Jof. Affemani in 

Cn lend ad I <.. Jan. T. 6. p. 68. 

St. Li vim, B. M. This faint was a learned and zealous Scotifh or 
or rather Irifh bifhop, who went over into Flanders to preach the 
faith to the idolaters. To enter upon that work by dedicating him- 
felf an holocaull to God, he fpent thirty days in prayer at the tomb 
of St. Bavo at Ghent, and offered there every day the holy facrince. 
After this folemn confecration of himfelf to his Redeemer, he began 
•to announce the word of life, and converted many about the country 
of Aloft and Hautem. Having cultivated the ltudy or poetry in his 
youth, he compofed an elegy on St. Bavo, who died only fix years 
before him (a ). St. Livin was malfacred by the Pagans at Efehe in 
656, and was buried at Hautem three miles from Ghent. His relicks 
were tranflated to the great monaltery of St. Peter's at Ghent in 1006'. 
Ufhcr ( 1) and Mabillon have alfo publilhed a letter of St. Livin, whofe 
name occurs in the Roman martyrology on this day. — See his life 
writ by one Boniface in the fame age, in Malnllou S<sc. Br.'/, ii. p. 
251. Cointe, Annul. Fr. adau.b$\. Floury 1. 3S. n. 58. Mi rants in 
Fa// is Be/g. 

St. Lkuwik, patron of Daventer, C. This faint was by birth an 
E 11 glilh -Saxon, and in his own language was called Liafwiu. From 

hi; 

(2) L. de Thcodulo filio n. 8. ^3) L. 3. cp. 98. (4) See S. 
Nili narrationes feptem de ca-de Monachomm, et de i;antivjiate fllij fui 
Thcoduli. (1) Hybern. Epill. Sylloge, p. 10. 

{a) Thv ele^y i" publiihu'd by UHut, and Mabill. San*. Brn.ii, p. .| (* i . 
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his infancy he was a child of grace, a lover of retirement, an enemy to 
the pleafures of the world, and much given to prayer, watching, the 
mortification of the fenfes, and to all works of mercy. By praying 
fervently for the divine wifdom he deferved to be abundantly reple- 
nifhed with it. And having once been at the expence of laying the 
foundation of folid virtue, which always cofts dear to flefh and blood, 
in the deftruction of the-old man, he faw the spiritual edifice rife in his 
heart with joy; yet always laboured to perfect it with fear and tremb- 
ling. He was amiable and venerable to all ; and fomething divine 
feemed to Ihine in his countenance. Being promoted to prieftVs orders, 
that he might employ his talent for the falvation of fouls, he went 
over into Lower Germany, where feveral apoftolick miffionaries were 
employed in planting the gofpel. He addreffed himfelf to St. Gre- 
gory, whom St. Boniface had appointed his vicar at Utrecht, for the 
adminiftration of that diocefs. This holy man received him with great 
joy, and fent him with Marcellin or Marchlem, who had been from 
his childhood adifciple of St. Willibrord, to carry the light of the gof- 
pel into the country which is now called Over -Yflel. St. Lebwin was 
received as an angel from heaven by a lady named Abachilde, and 
many being converted, the man of God built a chapel on the weft 
bank of the river at Hiulpe, now called Wulpe, about a league from 
Daventer, about the year 772. But many Ihut their ears to the truth, 
from whom the faint had much to fuffer : but he feemed to gather 
greater courage from perfecutions, and feared no danger in fo great a 
caufe. The Saxons who inhabited the neighbouring country held a 
yearly affembly at Marklo; upon the river Wefer, to deliberate on 
the publick affairs of their nation. They were divided into three 
ranks or clanes 5 the Edlinges or noblemen, the Frilinges or yeomen, 
and the fervile tribe. Out of every rank twelve men were chofen 
from each village to meet at this great council. St. Lebwin repaired 
thither, and clothed in his priellly ornaments, entered the affembly, 
holding a crofs before his breaft in his right hand, and having a book 
of the gofpels under his other arm. Whilft the multitude were 
intent upon their fuperftitious facrifices, with a countenance full of 
dignity and majefty, he cried out to them with a loud voice, faying : . 
44 Hear me, all of you : liften to me, or rather to God who fpeaks 
to you by my mouth. Know that the Lord, the maker of the 
heavens, the earth and all things, is one only true God." He went 
on affirming that he came an ambaffadour from God; to make him 
known to them, foretelling that if they rcfufed to hear his voice, they 
mould be fpcedily deftroyed by a prince, whom God in his indigna- 
tion would raife up againil them. Whilll he fpokc, many of the Sax- 
ons ran to the hedges, plucked up Hakes, and Iharpencd them in or- 
der to murder him : but the faint protccled by God patted through 
the midlt of them, and efc;ip;d. Then an honourable perfon amongit 
them flood up, and faid, they had often received with humanity and 
yefpeel, a mbaffudours from men ; much more ought they to ho- 
nour an ambaffadour from God, who will punifli an affront offered to 
him. Whereupon it was agreed that the meffenger of God fliould be 

perm it ted to tru\ d and preach where he plcafcd : of which liberty he 

made 
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made good ufe. But afterward when the Saxons waged war agamit 
Charlemagne they perfecuted the chriltians ; and a troop making an 
inroad as far as Davcntcr burnt the church which our faint had creeled 
there. After their departure he rebuilt it, and being denied the more 
compendious facrificc of himfelf, fmifhed his martyrdom by labours 
and aufterities before the clofe of the eighth .century, and was buried 
in his church at Davcntcr, where his relicks have been famous for 
miracles. Bertulf, the twentieth bifhop of Utrecht, founded there a 
collegiate church of canons of which St. Lebv. in is titular faint. — See 
his life authentically wrote by Hucbald,monk of Elnon or St. Amand's 
in tire reign of Charles the Bald ; alfo St. Radbod, bifhop of Utrecht's 
Eclogue in his praife, and Altfrid in the life of St. JLudger. Pagi, Crit. 
T. 3. p. 336. MabilL AnnaLBcii. T. 2. and Bata-via Sacra, p. 93. 



NOVEMBER 13. 

StHOMOBONUS, Merchant, G 

From his life in Surius, and the bull of bis canonization* 

A. D. 1 193. 

ALL lawful fecular profeflions have furniflied heaven with 
faints, that the flothful in all Hates may be without ex- 
cufe. In the infancy of the woild men were chiefly fhepherds 
and graziers, and before the improvement of agriculture were*' 
obliged to live in moveable tents, and as foon as the produce 
of the earth was con fumed in one place, they removed to ano- 
ther. I'he u fcn.il arts were at firft few and very imperfect : 
clothing was fun pic and mean, and houfes, fo ncceflary a {bel- 
ter to men, were at firft: even in the coldcft climates, rai fed of 
mud or made with boughs : trunks felled, and unhewn, fct up- 
right: for walls were once looked upon as a great improvement 
in building (r). Indulrry, convenience and luxury have difco- 
vered and perfected arts in the world, which their pr ogre fs (hews 
againft modern deifrs not to exceed the age which the {acred 
hiftory of Mofes aligns it. Commerce originally confuted in 
bartering goods of one hind for thofe of another : hut fmcc the 
invention of money as one common or rrenend kind of goods* 
trade is become as important in the republick of mankind as 
Vol. IV. U u agri- 

(1) SceGoguct, De rOn*»inc des Loix, des Arty, et des Sciences, 
et de \eura pro^rcs. 
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agriculture itfelf, and is as great a fource of wealth, and the 
firength, fupport and ornament of a nation ; though the tillage 
of the earth, which raifes a mine from the ground without giv- 
ing any thing in exchange, and by which all mankind fubfifts, 
always deferves the firft confederation in the eye of the publick, 
and the chief encouragement from its hands, far from being fuf- 
fered to fink into contempt, or give up its hands too frequently 
to writers, or to refined, or ufelefs, or even pernicious profef- 
fions. Trade is often looked upon as an occafion of too great 
attachment to the things of this world, and of too eager a de- 
fire of gain : alfo of lying, frauds and injufticc. That thefc are 
the vices of men, not the faults of the profeftion, is clear from 
the example of this and many other faints. 

Homobonus was fon to a merchant of Cremona in Lorn- 
bardy, who gave him this name (which fignifies Good Man) at 
his baptifm : the name of his family was Tucinge. Whilft he 
trained him up to his own mercantile bufmefs in fhopkeeping, 
without any fchool education, he infpired into him both by his 
example and inftruclions, the moft perfect fentiments of probi^ 
ty, integrity, religion arid virtue. The faint from his infancy 
abhorred the very fhadow of the lean: untruth or injufticc, and 
having t al ways the fear of God before his eyes, would have 
chofen with joy rather to forego the greateft. advantages, and to 
fufter the lofs of his whole fortune than to {tain his foul with 
the leaft fin. This rule is the more necefTary to pcrfons en- 
gaged in trade, as they arc more eadly betrayed unawares into 
occafions -of fuch fins, and are more apt to palliate or extenuate 
them to themfelvcs, unlefs a fteacly rcfolution put them infinitely 
upon their guard. A man who is content, and ready to meet 
cheerfully the moft grievous difappointmcnts, and even the ruin 
of his temporal affairs rather than to tell the leaft lie, or any 
other way wilfully offend God ? makes to him a conftant facri- 
fice of obedience by this difpofition of his foul, and fecures to 
himfclf a Lifting peace ; for a mind which finds its comfort and 
joy in the divine grace and love, and in the goods of eternity, 
is out of the reach of anxiety and troubles on account of the 
uncertain and periffmble goods of this life, efpccially when they 
were facrificcd to religion. But probity is ufually attended alfo 
with temporal fuccefs : for though a perfon may be a gainer by 
injufticc in fome particular occafions, it is an undeniable maxim 
that honefty is the beft policy, and that a man thrives in bufi- 
nefi by nothing fo much as by unfhalcen integrity and veracity, 
which cannot fail to draw down the divine blcfling, and gain a man 
the high eft credit and reputation in all his dealings, which is 
his flock and his beft fortune. This St. Homobonus experi- 
enced by his unexpected fuccefs in his bufmefs, which under 
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,the divine bleffing was alfo owing to his ceconomy, care and in- 
duftry. His bufinefs he looked upon as an employment given 
him by God, and he purfued it with diligence upon the mo- 
tives of obedience to the divine lav/, and of juttice to himfelf, 
his family, and ti.e commonwealth of which he thus approved 
himfelf an ufefui number. If a tradefman's books are not well 
kept, if there is not order and regularity in the whole conduct 
of his bufinefs, if he does not give his mind ferioufly to it with 
afliduous attendance, he neglects an eflential duty, and is un- 
worthy to bear the name of a chriftian. Homobonus is a faint 
by acquitting himfelf diligently, upon perfect motives of virtue 
and religion, of all the obligations of his profefuon. By the ad- 
vice of his parents, he took to wife a virtuous virgin, who was 
a prudent and faithful afliftant in the government oi'hls houfe- 
hold, which, by the piety and regularity of all thofe who com- 
pofed it, befpoke the fanctity and attention of the matter. Mens 
pafiions which they neglect to fubdue, as in every ftate of life, 
lb particularly in this, are their greatcft flavery and the cauic 
of their miferics and troubles. Intteyd of rejoicing, how many 
repine at the profpenty of other traders, and expofe their faults 
with a rancour which all who hear them afcribe only to their 
envy, jealoufy and want of charity. How many feek to raife 
a family by meannefs and fordidnefs ? How many fall into an 
inordinate paflion for riches ? For though wealth may be a 
blefTmc, of God, if neither coveted nor abufed ? yet immode- 
rately to third: after it is always a grievous and m^ft fatal vice. 
This one thing is the philofophy of the trader, a point of the 
titmofr. importance of a trading life, that a man curb the lutt of 
riches, regulate his dcfircs of them, and be in all events calmly 
and fweetly refigned to the will of God who knows what h 
beft for us. As to the pretence of a provifion for children, a 
prudent care for them is a point of juflice : but under all dif- 
appointments, we know that thcblefllng of God and his grace is 
the beft inheritance, and that that provifion for them is often the 
wifctt, which lays a fuflicient foundation for their induftry to 
build on, and leaves them under an obligation to bufinefs and 
employment. Ambition, vanity and pride are often no left 
prcpoftcrous than deftructivc vices in this clafs of life, which is 
beft fet off by modefty, moderation and fimplicity. Whatever 
exceeds this in drefs, houfekeeping or other expenees, is unna- 
tural and affected : confequently ungrateful and ofFcnfive to 
others, and uncafy and painful to the pcrlbns themfclves. A 
man of low ftaturc only becomes frightful by flrutting upon 
ft ills. Nothing unnatural or diftorted can ever be becoming. 
The merchant is , the honour and fuppnit of focicfy ; but an 
oflentatious parade is what leatt of all fuits his character or con- 
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curs to the happinefs of his date. This vanity fhews itfelf 
cither in extravagant cxpcnces, in the neglect or affected con- 
tempt of bufinefs, or in engaging a man in bold and hazardous 
projects, which proves often in the end a moft grievous rob- 
bery, injuftice and cheat committed upon widows and orphans, 
the deareft friends and neareft relations. Sloth or love of di- 
verfions and pleafure are in men of bufinefs crimes of the fame 
tendency and enormity. The chriftian moderation and govern- 
ment of the paiRons is the fence of the foul againft thefe 
dangers, and the mod confummate prudence. By this St. 
Homobonus avoided the common rocks on which fo many tra- 
ders dafh. He moreover by his profeflion attained the great 
end which ever)' chriftian is bound to propofe to himfelf, the 
fanclincation of his foul ; for which he found in this date op- 
portunities of exercifmg all virtues in an heroick degree. The 
capricioufnefs, unreafonablenefs, injudice and peeviflinefs of 
many with whom lie interfered in his dealings, he bore with 
admirable meeknefs and humility ; and by patient filence or fofc 
anfwers, or by 2 return of gcntlenefs and obfequicufnefs he over- 
came perverfnefs and malice, and remained always in after of his 
own foul. This appeared fo admirable that it was commonly 
faid of him at Cremona, that he was born without paiiions. 
Charity to the poor is a didinguifhing part of the character 
of every difciplc of Chrift, and provided that juftice takes 
place, a tribute which the merchant owes to God out of his 
gains ; and this was the favourite virtue of Homobonus. Not 
content with mving his tenths to the diftreflcd members of 
Chrift, after the death of his father (of whom he inherited a 
considerable flock in trade, befides an houfe in the town, and 
a fmail villa in the country) he feemed to fet no bounds to his 
alms : lie fought out the poor in their cottages, and whilft lie 
cheerfully relieved their corporal ncceflitics, he tenderly exhorted 
them to repentance and holy life. His wife fomctimcs com- 
plained that by his execflive alms he would foon reduce his fa- 
mily to beggary : hut lie mildly anfwered her, that giving to 
the poor is putting out money at the bed intercd for an hun- 
dred fold, for payment whereof Chrift himfelf has given us his 
bond. The author of his life allures us, that God often re- 
compen fed his charities by miracles in favour of thofe whom 
he relieved, and by multiplying his ftorcs.' His abflincncc and 
temperance were not lefs remarkable lhan his almfdeeds. His 
aiftduity in prayer condemns the fa He maxim which fomc make 
a pretence for their doth* that bufmefs and a life of prayer are 
incompatible. The faint fpent a confiderahle part of his time 
in this holy excrcife, and joined prayer with his bufinefs by the 
hcquuit afpirations by which lie often railed his mind to God 
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in fentiments of compunction and the divine praife and love a- 
midft the greateft hurry, fo that his fhop, his chamber, the 
ftreet, and every place was to him a place of prayer. It was 
his cuftom every night to go to the church of St. Giles a little 
before midnight, and to aliih: at Mattins, which it was then 
ufual for many of the laity to do : and he left not the church 
till after high mafs the next morning. At mafs the example of 
his fervour and recollection was fuch, as to infpire all who faw 
him with devotion. lie waited fome time proltrate on the 
pavement, before a crucifix in the church, till the prieft began 
mafs. The flothful were quickened to virtue, and many Tin- 
ners converted from vice by the example of his life, and the 
unction of his difcourfes. Sundays and holydays he always con- 
fecrated entire to his devotions : prayer accompanied all his 
actions, and it was in the heavenly exercife of praver that he 
gave up his foul to God. For on the thirteenth of November, 
in 1 1975 he was prcfent at Mattins according to his cuftom, 
and remained kneeling before the crucifix till mafs began. At 
the Gloria in cxcclfis he ftretched out his arms in the figure of 
a crofs ; and foon after fell on his face to the ground ; which 
thofe who faw him, thought he had done out of devotion. 
When he did not fland up at the gofpel, they took more notice 
of him, and fome perfons coming to him perceived that he had 
calmly expired. Sicard, bifhop of Cremona, after a rigorous 
examination of his virtues and miracles, went himfelf to Rome 
with many other venerable perfons, to folicit his canonization ; 
which pope Innocent III. performed after the neceffary fcruti- 
nics, the bull of which he published in 1198. The faint's 
body was taken up in 1356? and tranflatcd to the cathedral j 
but his head remains at the church of St. Giles. Vida, the 
chriftian Virgil, has honoured the memory of St. Homobonus, 
the patron of his native city, with an hymn (a). 

Both religion and the law of nature dictate that no man is to 
be idle or ufelefs in the rcpublick of the world. Man is born 
to labour and induftty. Our capacities on one fide, and on 
the other our neceflitics and wants urge us to it : and this we 
owe to human fociely. For it is not juft that he who contri- 
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butes nothing to its fupport, fhould, like a drone 3 be feafted 
and maintained by the labour of others. A circle of aniufe- 
ments and pleafu res cannot be the life of a rational being, much 
lefs of a chriftian- A gentleman who applies not himfelf with 
^arneftnefs to fome ferious employment, finds his very life a 
burden, and is a ftranger to the obligations of his flate, and to 
2i\ true enjoyment, A man is never more happy than when be 
is moft eagerly and commendably employed ; the activity of 
his foul is a fire which mud be exercifed. Hence buftnefs is 
neceflary for man's temporal happinefs ; and the fituation of the 
working and trading part of mankind is more hTippy than moft 
are fenfible of. It is ftill more neceflary to a moral or chriftian 
life. Trades which minifter to fin, are always unlawful : others 
are honourable and commendable in proportion- as they contri- 
bute to the comfort and welfare of mankind, and as they con- 
cur to fupply the wants and neceflities of our fpecies, or to pro- 
mote virtue. Religion teaches men to fanchTy them by mo- 
tives of piety, and to refer them to God, and the great ends 
for which only we are created. Every one's fecular calling in- 
deed is a part of religion, if thus directed by its influence : 
and no fpi ritual duties can ever excufe a neglect of it. Arts 
and trades, which immediately minifter to corporal necefilties, have 
not indeed in themfelves any direct tendency to the improvement 
of reafbn or production of virtue ; though if they are confecrated 
by principles of religion become acceptable facri flees to God. For 
this they muft be accompanied with the exercife of all virtues, 
efpecially humility, meeknefs, patience, charity, confidence in 
God, and felf-refignation which prevents anxiety, and thofe 
fears to which the uncertainty of human things expofe men. 
Without felf-confideration, prayer, and pious reading or medi- 
tation, it is impoffible that a man fhould be really poflcfled of 
thefe virtues, how finely foever he may talk of them by way 
of notion or Speculation. It is alfo by prayer and holy medita- 
tion that he pays to God the homage of praife and com- 
punction, and improves himfelf as a rational or fpiritual being, 
and as a chriftian. Every one therefore mud in the fir It place 
referve time for thefe employments, even preferably to all others 
if any fhould feem incompatible. But who cannot find time for 
pleafures and converfation ? Sure then he may for prayer* By 
this even a man's fecular life and employs will become fpiritual 
and holy. 

On the fame D A Y 

St. Djdacus, C. Diclacus or Diego (that is in Spanifh James) 
Wit." a native of the little town of St. Nicholas, in the dioceft Se- 
ville in Andalufia, of mean conditio: . but irt m hiu childhood fer- 
vent 
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vent in the love of. God, and the practice of ajl virtues. Near that 
t,own an holy prieft led an eremitical life ; and Didacus in his youth, 
obtained his ccmfent to live with him. Though very young he irai~, 
tated the aufterities and devotions of his mailer, and they cultivated 
together a little garden, and alfo employed themfelves in making 
wooden, fpoons, trenchers and fuch like mean utenfils. After having 
lived thus a reclufe for Come years, he was obliged to return to. his; 
parents : but defiring molt ardently to walk in the footfteps of his, 
divine Redeemer, he foou after betook himfclf to a convent of the 
Obfervantin Friar Minors called St. Francis's of Arrizafa, and there, 
took the habit among the lay -brothers who belong not to th© 
choir, but ferve the convent in humble offices, and are much employ- 
ed in manual labour. After his profcrTion he was fent with a prieft 
of his Order into the Canary ifiands, where he did wonders in in- 
ftructing and converting many idolaters, and, though only a lay-bro- 
ther, was appointed by his fuperiours the firil guardian or warden 
of a convent which was erected in one of thofe iilands called For- 
teventura. By the mortification of his flelh and of his own will, and 
afliduous prayer, he offered hirnfelf a continual facrihce to our Lord, 
and by this long martyrdom prepared hirnfelf to fhed his blood for 
the faith amongit the barbarians, if fuch had been the will of God, 
After fome time he was recalled into Spain, and lived in divers con- 
vents about Seville with great fervour, umplicity, aufterity and re- 
collection : he feemed fo much abforpt in God as fcarce to be able 
to fpeak but to him or of him ; and the humility, ardour, and lively 
fentiments with which he always difcourfed of heavenly things, dis- 
covered how much he was dead to hirnfelf, and repleniilied with the 
divine Spirit, in the year 1450, a great jubilee was celebrated at 
Rome ; and St. Bernard in of Sienna being canonized at the fame 
time, three thoufand eight hundred religious perfons of the Order of 
St. Francis were afTembled there in then* great convent called Ara- 
Cieli. Didacus went thither with F. Alfonfus de Cadre In this jour- 
ney our faint attended his companion during a dangerous illncfs with 
fuch fervour of fpirit, and fuch an ardent charity, that it was cafy to 
fee how much God aided and favoured him, and how wonderfully he 
was animated with his fpirit in all the pains he took night and day 
for his love. This appeared Hill more in the charity and devotion 
with which he waited on many others of his Order that were fick a: 
Rome during thirteen weeks that he Raid there. From Rome the 
fervant of God /c turned back to Seville, and lived thirteen year-; 
longer in the convent, firll of SaufTaye, and chiefly of Alcala of He- 
nares, in Caftilc, fhining in all kinds of virtue, going forward every 
day in perfection, and moving wonderfully all who convcrfed with 
him to afpire to the fame. INot content punctually to keep the rule 
of his holy father St. Francis, he endeavoured with all his ilrength 
to draw in hirnfelf the moll perfect portraiture of his heavenly life. 
His admirable humility by which lie put hirnfelf under the feet of 
every one, was a great fource of the eonttaut peace of mind which 
he enjoyed : for fo perfect was the mattery which Ik- had gained over 
his paflion.'S and his foul vva-j fo much railed above all earthly ihiugs, 
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that no body ever law him troubled, heard from his mouth an angry 
or unbefceming word, or difcemed any thing in his conduct which 
did not feem to breathe an air of perfect, virtue. Having no other 
will but that of our Lord in whofe crofs he gloried, he accepted 
every thing with equal chccrfulnefs from his hand, and equally praifed 
him in adverfity and prosperity. He treated his body very rigoroufly : 
his habit was always mean, and his auire and whole • cxteriour de- 
portment was an image of the interiour mortification of his fouh 
With the perfect fpirit and praclice of penance he joined her good 
fitter, continual prayer, and the elevation of his foul to God. In 
contemplation his body was Sometimes feen raited from the ground, 
whilil: his foul was ravifhed and abforpt in God. The paifion of our 
divine Redeemer was the ordinary object, on which his thoughts and 
afFecHons were employed : he often meditated upon it with a crucifix 
in his hand, and with frequent raptures. When he palled from the 
contemplation of the bloody facrifice of the Son of God to the un- 
bloody facritice in which the fame facred vidlim continues daily to 
' be offered on our altars, his love and fervour were redoubled. A 
God in the holy eucharift made the Spiritual food of our fouls, was 
the object of his admiration ; and the nourimment of his love ; and 
the oftener he received this God of love in his brcall, the more were 
the flames of his love increafed. His tender devotion to the Son ex- 
tended to the Mother, whom he honoured as his advocate. In 1463, 
he was taken ill at Alcala where he had fpent the lail years of his 
life. His diitemper began by an impoflume in his arm. During 
this illnefs his preparation for his laft hour 'was moffc fervent and edi- 
fying. In his agony he called for a cord (fuch as the friars wear) and 
put it about his neck, and holding a crofs of wood in his hands, with 
tears in his eyes he begged pardon of all his religious brethren that 
Were affembled about his bed in prayer. Then fixing his eyes on 
the crucifix he repeated with great tendernefs the words of the hymn 
on the crofs : Dulcc lignum* dttlccs clcznjos, Sec. and calmly expired 
on the twelfth of November, in 1463. Several miracles were per- 
formed by him in his lifetime ; and many mote through his intercef- 
iion after his death. Don Carlos, fon of king Philip II. having 
by a fall at the palace of Alcala, hurt his head fo grievoufly that 
the wound was judged mortal by the Surgeons ; and miracles 
being- then frequently wrought at the tomb of St. Didacus, the king 
cauSed his fhrine to be brought into the chamber of the dying prince, 
which was done with great devotion and holy pomp : and thereupon 
the prince's wound was immediately healed. Philip JL out of gratitude 
folicited the Saint's canonization, which was performed by Sixtus V. 
in 1588. Innocent XL appointed his office in the Roman Breviary, 
and ordered hi*, feafl to be transferred to the thirteenth of November, 

though in his Order it continues to be obferved on the twelfth. - 

See on this faint, Marie of Liihon in the chronicle of his Order ; and 
tin: hillory of his life, miracles and canonization compiled by I'eier 
Gekifmiuh, apollolick prothonolary, and Im-uikLi Pegtia, the' celt. bra- 
red auditor of the .Rota, by order of his Holinefs. See alfo Sedu- 
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*• St. Stanislas Kostka, C. Youth is the amiable bloom of age 
in which fanctity has particular advantages and charms ; a circum- 
ftance which recommends to our admiration this faint who in his ten- 
der years furpafled the moft advanced in the gifts of grace and virtue. 
Staniflas was the youngelt fon of John Koftka, fenator of Poland, and 
of Margaret Kriflca, filler- to the palatin of Mafovia, and was born 
in the caftle of Roftkou on the twenty-eighth of October, in 1550. 
His mother engraved in his tender heart early and deep impreflions 
of piety ; and the firft. ufe the faint made of his reafon was to confe- 
crate himfelf to God with a fervour beyond his age. The firft ele- 
ments of letters he learned at home under a private tutour named John 
Bilinflu, who attended him and his eider brother Paul to the numerous 
college of the Jefuits at Vienna when the faint was fourteen years old. 
From the firft dawn of reafon he fhewed no inclination to any thing 
but to piety ; and as foon as he was capable he gave as much of his 
time as pollible to prayer and ftudy. His nicety in the point of pu- 
rity, and his dread of detraction and all dangers of fin, made him 
infinitely cautious in the choice of his company. When he arrived 
at Vienna, and was lodged among the pensioners of the Jefuits, every 
one was ftruck with admiration to fee the profound recollection and 
devotion with which he poured forth his foul before God in prayer : 
the modeffy and glowing fervour which appeared in his countenance 
at thofe times,- raifed in all who beheld him a veneration for his per- 
fon. He fometimes fell into raptures, and often even at publick 
prayer torrents of fweet tears gulhed from his eyes with fuch impe- 
tuofity that he was not able to contain them. He always came from 
his devotions fo full of the fpirit of God that he communicated the 
fame to thofe who converfed with him. The fire of divine love 
which burnt in his brcaft, he kindled in the hearts of icveral devout 
companions with whom it was his delight to difcourfc on God and 
heavenly things : on which fubjects he fpoke with fuch energy as im- 
parted to others fome fparks of that joy with which his heart and 
words overflowed. His innocence and virtue flood yet in need of 
being perfected by trials. Upon the death of the cmpcrour Ferdi- 
nand in 1564, his fucceftbur Maximilian II. who had not the fame 
zeal for religion, took from the Jefuits the ho life which Ferdinand 
had lent them for the lodging of their petitioners. Paul Kotlka who 
was two years older than the faint, and who had their tutour Bilinflci 
always in his intercft, was fond of liberty and diversions ; and to in- 
dulge this inclination prevailed with Kilinflu to take lodgings in a 
Lutheran's houfe ; and looking upon his brother's conduct as a ccn- 
furc of his own, treated him continually with injuries, and often 
Jlruck and beat him. Bilinfki was ftill a more dangerous tempter and 
pcrfecutor, not only by declaring always for t he elder brother againlt 
him, but alio by endeavouring to pcrfuade him by Haltering insi- 
nuations and fevere rebukes that he oauhl to allow more to the world, 
and that fo much was not neceilary for a perl on in his Ration to Cave. 
his foul. Staniflas far from being overcome flood the more firmly 
upon his guard, and oppofed thefe allaulu. \>y redoubling his fervour. 
He communicated every Sunday a ml ^reat kolydav, and always fail- 
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ed the- d?sy before his communion ; never went to fchool morning or 
aitesnoon without fir ft going to church to falute the Bieffed Sacra- 
meat i heard every day two mafles, and made his meditation, flept 
little, and always rofe at midnight to pray ; he often wore a hairftiirt, 
frequently took the. difcipline ; never made his appearance in. com- 
pany oniy at table ; and inftantly rofe up anddeft it v if any unbe- 
coming word was let fall by any one in his prefence. When he 
was not at church or college he was always ta be found at his devo- 
tions or iludies in his clofet, except for a {hort time after meals. By 
this conduct he deferved to be interiourly enlightened and ftrength- 
ened by the Holy Ghoft, who by his inspirations fhewed him how* 
oppofue the faife maxims of worldly prudence are to thofe of the gof~ 
pel that it is an crrour to pretend to falvation by following them* 
and that what is ufually called learning the world, is properly learn- 
ing its fpirk and maxims, which is to forget thofe of Jefus Chrifl. 
The faint fuftcred thefe dangerous folicitations and perfecutions. for 
two years, and then fell very ill. Finding his diftemper dangerous, 
he defircd to receive the Viaticum : but his Lutheran landlord would 
not fulfer it to be brought publickly to his houfe, and the tutour 
and brother would have it deferred. The pious youth in extreme 
affliction recommended himfelf to the interceflion of St. Barbara, who 
is particularly invoked in the northern kingdoms for the grace of a 
happy death and the benefit of receiving the laft facraments. His 
prayer was heard ; -and he feemed in a vifion to be communicated. by 
two angels. The blelled Virgin in another vifion told him, that 
the hour of Ids death was not yet come, and bad him devote himfelf 
to God in the Society of Jefus. He had then for about a year enter- 
tained thoughts of embracing that Hate : and after his recovery peti- 
tioned the fuperiours to be admitted. F. Magius, provincial of that 
part of Germany, who happened then to be at Vienna, durft not 
receive him, for fear of incurring the indignation of his father who 
warmly declared he never would confent that his fon mould become 
a, religious man. Cardinal Cominendon, legate of pope Pius V. at 
Vienna, whom the faint defired to recommend him to the provincial, 
dnrft not undertake to do it. Staniflas therefore, having difcovcred 
his resolution to his coufe'ftbr, and by a tender and edifying letter 
laid in his room, left notice of his defign to his tutour and brother, 
dole away privately lo Aufburg, and thence went to Dilingen, to 
make the fame rerjucfl: to the pious K CJanifius, provincial of Upper 
Germany. b\ Caniuns, to try his vocation, ordered him to wait 
on the penfioncrs of the college at table, and cleanfe out their rooms : 
which the faint did with fuch extraordinary aifection and humility, 
that 1 he fludems were exceedingly aftoniflied at his meeknefs, charity, 
devotion and fpirit of mortification, though lie was utterly unknown 
to them. > r . Canifius, after having kept him three weeks, fent lvini 
to .Rome, where the? faint threw himiclf at the feet of St. Francis 
Borgia, thru general of the Society, and earnctlly renewed his peti- 
tion. Si.I'Yanch. received him with great joy. Stanillas had no do 
fire to fee the curiofuiert of Koine, but without farther delay entered 
»pon a retreat under the mailer of Novice:;, during the whole courte 
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of -which he. was favoured with the fweeteft confolations of the Holy 
Ghoft, and extraordinary heavenly communications. He took the 
habit on SS. Simon and Jude's day in 1467 ; and a few days after 
received from bis father a moft paflionate letter with threats that he 
would procure the banifhment of the Jefuits out of Poland, and would 
make them feel the weight of his indignation for haying concurred 
to fuch a di (honour of his family. Staniflas anfwcred it in the molt 
modeft and dutiful manner, but expreffed a firm purpofe of ferving 
God according to his vocation. And without the leaft difturbance 
or trouble of mind, applied himfelf to his religious duties, calmly 
recommending all things to God. 

It was the faint's utmoft itudy and endeavour to regulate and 
fan£tify in the moft perfect manner all his ordinary actions in every 
circumftancc, particularly by the moft pure and fervent intention of 
fulfilling the will of God, and by the greater!: exactitude in every 
point of duty. Chriftianity teaches us that we are not to liften to 
the prudence of the flejh which is death to the foul. Staniflas there- 
fore fet no bounds to his mortifications but what obedience to his di- 
rector prefcribed him. In the practice of obedience to his fuperiours 
fuch was his exactitude, that as he was one day carrying wood with a 
fellow-novice, he would not help the other in taking up a load upon 
his fhoulders, till he had made it lefs, becaufe it was larger than the 
brother who fuperintended the work had directed, though the other had 
taken no notice of fuch an order. His own faults he always ex- 
aggerated with unfeigned nmplicity, fo as to fet them in a light 
in which only humility, which makes a perfon moft fevere in 
condemning himfelf, could have reprefented them. Whence others 
faid of him, that he" was his own grievous calumniator. As pride 
feels a pleafure in publick actions, fo his greateft delight was fecrecy, 
or fome humbling circumftancc whenever he made his appearance in 
publick ; as a more than ordinary threadbare habit, by which he might 
feeni to ftr angers to be a perfon of no confideration in the ho ufe, as he 
looked upon himfelf, and dcfired to be regarded by others. Nothing 
gave him fo much confufion and difpleafure as to hear himfelf com-* 
mended ; and he was ingenious in preventing all occafions of it, and 
in Ihunning every thing by which he might appear to others humble. 
The whole life of this fervent novice feemed almoft a continual prayer: 
nor was his prayer almoft any other than an uninterrupted cxercifeof 
the moft tender love of God, which often vented itfelf in torrents of 
fwect tears, or in holy tranfporta or raptures. By the habitual union 
of his heart with God he feemed, in the opinion of his directors, never 
to be mole-fled with diftr actions at his prayers. Several by having 
recommended themfelves with confidence to his good thoughts have 
fuddenly found themfelves comforted, and freed from bitter anguifh 
of foul, and inter iour trouble of mind. The ardent love which the 
faint had for Jefus Chrift in the Holy Sacrament was fo fenfible, that 
his face appeared all on fire as foon as he entered the church. He 
was often fecn in a kind of ecltacy at mafs, and always after receiving 
the holy communion. The whole day on which he communicated,' 

he could not without £rcat dilliculty and leluctance fpeak of any 

thing 
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thing but the cxccfs of the love which Jefus Chrift has exprefled 
for us in that adorable facrament : and of this he difcourfed with 
fuch interiour feeling and joy, and in fo pathetick a manner that the 
moil: experienced and fpiritual fathers took great delight in converf- 
ing with him. This holy fernph, glowing with divine love, was in- 
flamed with an uncommon ardour to be fpeedily united to the obje£t 
of his love a considerable time before his happy death, which he dif- 
tinctly foretold to feveral. In the beginning of Auguil lie laid to 
feveral together, that all men are bound to watch, becaufe they may 
die any day : but that this leflbn particularly regarded him, becaufe 
he mould certainly die before the end of that month. Four days 
after, difcourfmg w'uh F. Emmanuel Sa concerning the feaft of the 
AfTumption of our Lady, he faid in a kind of tranfport of devotion : 
O father, how happy a day to all the faints, was that on which 
the DlefTed Virgin was received into heaven ! I doubt not but they 
all celebrate the auniverfary of it with extraordinary joy, as we 
do on earth. I hope myfclf to fee the next feaft they will keep 
" of it."" His youth, and the perfect health which he then enjoyed, 
made others give no credit to this- prediction. • Yet they perceived 
that he made all immediate preparations for the great journey of 
eternity. On St. Laurence"^ day in the evening he found himfelf in- 
difpofed ; upon which he could not contain his joy that the end of 
his mortal pilgrimage drew near. Being carried to the infirmary he 
ma'le the fign of the crofs upon his bed, faying, he Ihould never 
more rife out of it. Kis fever proved at fir.il only intermitting ; yet 
he repeated the fame aMtnances. On the fourteenth day of the month 
he faid in the mornino- that he fhould die the nis;ht following : a little 
after midday he fell into a fwoon, which was followed with a cold 
fweat, and he demanded and received the Viaticum and extreme- 
unclion with the moft tender devotion ; during which, according to 
his defire, he was laid upon a blanket on the floor. Fie begged 
pardon of all his brethren for whatever offences he had committed 
againft any one, and continued repeating frequent afpirations of com- 
punclion and divine love. Some time after, he faid that he faw the 
Blcfled Virgin accompanied with many angels, and happily expired 
a little after three o'clock in the morning of the fifteenth of Auguft, 
in I 568, having compleated only nine months and 18 days of his no- 
viciate, and of his age feventcon years nine months and 18 days. The 
fancrity of his life, and feveral manifefi: miracles engaged Clement 
VIII. to beatify him, that is, declare him happy in 1604.' Paul V. al- 
lowed an office to be faid in his honour in all t he churches of Poland : 
Clement X. granted that privilege to the Society, and fettled his feaft 
on the thirteenth rf November, on winch his body, which was found 
found and without the lealt figns of decay or corruption, was trait- 
ilatcd from the old chapel, ;.nd laid in tin- ne>v church of the Novi- 
ciate at Kome, four.*. Yd by prince Pamphili. The (hint wan canonized 
by lunedict XIII. ; n i?z~. The Pole-, have chmen him jointly with 
St. Cuihuir chief patron of their kingdom : and he is particular pa- 
tron of the cities of Warfaw, Pofnn, I.iuMinnr.J Leopold. 'I'he Pole;, 
rfferiL-e to Iri.^ inicrceilion the deliverance of their country From a pell i - 
■* liner, 
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lencc, and fever al viclories of king Ladiilas over the Turks, and 
others of his brother and fucceffour Cailmir over the Tartars and 
Cofaques in 165 1. Many miraculous cures have been wrought 
through his intervention. A relation of this that follow s, with the 
atteftations of five eminent phyficians and a furgeon, and of all the 
Jefuits then living at Lima, and witneffes to the fact, approved by the 
vicariat (the archbjflioprick being then vacant) was printed at Madrid, 
in 1674. A novice in the convent of the Jefuits at Lima, after a ma- 
lignant fever in the month of October, was deprived by a pally of all 
motion on the whole right fide of his body, fo that he was not able to 
ftir in the lcail that hand or foot. A loathinr of all food, with a 
fever and other bad f\ mptoms attended, the difordcr, which the phy- 
ficians judged incurable. On the feaft of St. Staniflas, the thirteenth 
of November, by applying a picture of the faint to that fide, he found 
the motion and feeling in thofe parts inilantly reftored, and himfelf in 
perfect health. Certain companions who were prefent, called the 
rector, and the whole houfc followed him. The novice who was 
recovered, arofe and dreiTed himfelf, and walked to the church as well 
as if he had never been fick. The whole community accompanied 

him, and fun g a iolemn Tc Dcums See the new edition of this 

faint's life compiled by F. Orleans, published fmce his canonization. 

St. Mitrius, M. This ancient martyr fufFered under Diocletian, 
at Aix in Provence, and is honoured as principal patron of that city. 
St. Gregory of Tours (1) makes honourable mention of him. His 
torments were various and dreadful : but a miraculous conftancy 
enabled him to bear them with joy. No authentick Acts of his tri- 
umph have reached our times. 

St. Brick, B. C. He was a native of Tours, and a monk under 
St. Martin, whofe patience he exercifed by his floth and pride. That 
faint foretold his rcmaikablc conversion, and that he mould be his 
fucceffour in the fee of Tours, which accordingly happened in 399- 
Upon llanders fpread to his difadvantagc he was expelled the city by 
the people, and lived many years an exile at Rome. By holy pati- 
ence he triumphed over malice, and being rcftcred to his lee governed 
it with great fanctity to his happy death in 444. His name was held 
in parricular veneration in France and England, and maintains its. 

place in the calendar of the Englifh protectants. Sec St. Gregory 

of Tours, llijl. \. 10. c. 31. Fortunatus, Eede, Ado and Ufuard on 
the thirteenth of November. 

(1) L. de "lor. Mart, c 71. 



:N OVEMB £ R 



< 658 ) 






NOVEMBER 14. 

St. LAURENCE, ArclihHKop of 

Dublin, C. 

From his life authentically written by a regular canon of En 
not many years after his death, in Surius : Chron. Roiomag. 
F. Fontenai, Contin. dt V Hift. de l y Eg life de France^ 

L 31. $. 46. 

A. D, iiSr. 

LAURENCE was youngeft fon to Maurice O-Tuathaile, 
a rich and powerful prince in the province of Leinfter in 
Ireland. His father who had been fome time at variance with 
Donald, earl of Kildare, made the birth of this child a means 
of peace and reconciliation, chofe the earl godfather, and fent 
his new-born fon to Kildare to be baptized. Laurence was but 
ten years old when his father delivered him up an hoftage to 
Dermith, king of Mcath (a). The barbarous king kept the 

child 



(a) He is called by fome Mo- 
narch of all Ireland by a miftake, 
which occurs frequently in other 
parts of the Irilh hiftory. Sir 
James Ware fhews that Dermith 
III. the pious monarch of Ire- 
land, was flainin 1073 ky Cono- 
chor 0-Mclaghlin,king of Meath, 
but that the monarchy of Ire- 
land, upon his death, devolved 
upon Tirdelvac O-Brien, king of 
Munfter ; and after his death, in 
1087, upon his fon Maurice or 
Moricrtach O-Brien : who dying 
in 1 1 20, the title and authority 
of monarch of that ifland was 
enjoyed by Tirdclvach O-Con- 
nor, king of Con naught, till his 
tleath in 1157. Next Maurice or 
rather Moriertach O-Neil was de- 



clared monarch : after whofe 
death, in 1157, Roderick O- 
Connor, king of Connaught, fon 
of Tirdelvach, recovered that ti- 
tle, and died and was buried in 
the monaflery of Cong. In his 
time Henry II. of England be^ 
came lord of Ireland ; which 
title the Englifh vparliament 
changed into that of king, in 
the reign of Henry VII 1. in 
i 541 . See Sir James Ware,y-/;;//^.v. 
Hib. c. 4.. who ranks among fa- 
bles all that is related by Irifh 
hiftorians before the reign of Ni- 
gialac, fon of Neil monarch of 
Ireland, who was flain in 463 : 
at which time wc find the pen- 
tarchy or divifion of five king- 
doms, and probably then of an- 

cient 
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child in a defer t place, where he was treated with great inhu- 
manity ; till his father being informed that by fuch ufage his 
fon was fallen into a bad ftate of health, oblicr^d the tyrant to 
put him in the hands of the pious bifhop of Glendenoch, by 
whom he was carefully inftructed in the fervice of God, and 
at twelve years of age fent back to "his father. Maurice took 
Laurence with him, and went to thank the good bifhop. At 
the fame time he mentioned to rjiat prelate his defign of cafting 
lots which of his four fons he fhoukl defline to the fervice of 
the church. Laurence who was prefent, was juitly ftartled aft 
fuch a mad fu perditions project, but glad to find fo favourable 
an overture to his defires ; and cried out with great earneftnefs-i 
<c There is no need of cafting lots. It is my mod hearty de- 
4t fire to have for my inheritance no other portion than God 
cc in the fervice of the church." Hereupon the father taking 
him by the hand offered him to God by delivering him to the 
bifhop, in whofc hands he left him, having firit. recommended 
him to the patronage of St. Coemgen, founder of the great mo- 
nailery there, and patron of that diocefs, which has been long 
fince united to the fee of Dublin. The good prelate performed 
excellently the part of an Ananias to his pupil, who by his fide- 
lity in correfponding with the divine grace deferred to find Che 

Holy 



cicnt date. Amongfl: thefe kings 
he was ftyled monarch of the 
ifland who by arms gained the 
greater!: power. Hence there are 
few among thefe montirchs who 
did not fall by violent death. 
Temoria, now Tarah, in Mcath, 
was the chief refidence of the 
monarch of the ifland. Brien, 
who is faid in the Irifli peerage to 
have defcended From Hiberius, 
old eft fon of Milefnis king of 
Spain, was monarch of Ireland 
in 1020, and fought valiantly 
againft the Danes. Of this fa- 
mily there were fix kings of Ire- 
land, or at lcail of Cafhel and 
Limerick. Roderick O- Connor, 
of this family of O-Bricn, was 
king of Connaught, and laft Irifli 
monarch of that ifland when it 
fubmitted to Henry II. By the 
articles of their agreement, exhi- 
bited by Hoveden (ad an. 117s*,) 
Henry allowed Roderick to be 



king, but fubjedt to him his liege 
lord, ready to ferve him ; but 
fent William fon of Aldelm his 
deputy to govern that ifland, the 
diploma of which commiffion Sir 
James Ware (Jutiq. Hib. c. 4.) 
quotes ftiil extant among the rolls- 
See other commifiions and diplo- 
mas of our kings, John, Henry, 
&c. addrefled to the king3 of 
Connaught, though from the fixth 
year of Henry J II. they were 
ufually ftylcd only kings of Tho- 
mond, or fometimc3 of Limerick* 
The Irifli peerage reckons twelve 

kings of Thomond or Limerick 
of this family of O -Brien, alter 
Ireland was become fubjec.1 to 
England. After the extinction 
of that title of king, Henry VI 11. 
created the next heir of thefe 
O-Eriens carl of Thomond, which 
honour Edward VI. confirmed to 
his hcirr. 
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Holy Ghoft an interiour matter in all virtues, efpecially humi- 
lity and the fpirit of p'ayer. Upon the death of the bifhop of 
Glendenocb, who was at the fame time abbot of the monaftery, 
Laurence, though hut twenty-five years old, was chofen abbot, 
and only fhunned the epifcopal dignity by alleging that the ca- 
nons require in a biuiop thirty years of age. The faint govern- 
ed his numerous community with admirable virtue and prudence, 
and in a great famine which raged during the fir ft four months 
of his adminiflration, like another Jofcph, was the faviour of 
his country by his boundlcfs charities. Trials however were 
not wanting for the exercife of His virtue. For certain falfe 
brethren whole eyes could not bear the refulgency of his virtue, 
the regularity of his conduct, and the zeal with which he con- 
demned their diforders, attacked Ins reputation by (landers, to 
which he oppofed no other arms than filencc and patience. Gre- 
gory, the archbifhop of Dublin, happening to die about the time 
that our faint was thirty years of age, he was unanimonfly chofen 
to fill that metropolitical fee, and was confecrated by Gelafius, 
archbifhop of Armagh, and fucceflbur of St. Malachi. In this 
exalted flat ion he watched over himfelf and his flock with fear, 
and with unwearied application to every part of his office, having 
alwavs before his eyes the account which he was to give to the 
fovereign paftor of fouls. His firfr care was to reform the 
manners of his clergy, and to furnifh his church with worthy 
minifters. His exhortations to others were mo ft powerful, be- 
caufe enforced with fwectnefs and vigour, animated with an 
apoftolick fpirit, and ftrongly imprcfled by the admirable example 
of his own life, which every one who had any fparks of piety 
in his brcaft, was afhamed to fee himfclf fall fo infinitely fhort 
of. About the year j 163, he engaged the fecular canons of his 
cathedral of the Holy Trinity, commonly called ChriuVs Church, 
to receive the rule of the regular canons of Arouafia, an abbey 
which was founded in the diocefs of Arras about fourfcorc years 
before, with fuch reputation for fanclity and difciplinc, that it be- 
came the head or mother houfe of a numerous Congregation. 
This eftablifhmcnt made by St. Laurence flou rimed till Henry 
VUL in 1541, changed the prior and community into a dean 
and chapter. Our faint took himfclf the religious habit, which 
he always wore under his pontifical attire. He ufually eat with 
the religious in the refectory, obferved their hours of filencc, 
and always affilled with them at the midnight office ; after 
which he continued a long tune in the church in private prayer 
before a crucifix, and towards break of day went to the burial- 
place to pour forth certain prayers for the fouls of the faithful 
departed. He never cat flefh, and failed all Fridays on bread 
and water, and oftentimes without taking any fuftenance at alh 

He 
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He wore a rough hairfhirt, and ufed frequent difciplines. Every 
day he entertained at table thirty poor peifons, and often many 
more, befides great numbers which he maintained in private 
houfes. All found in him a father both in their temporal and 
fpi ritual neceflities ; and he was moll indefatigable in the facred 
lundtions of his charge, cfpccially in announcing aOiduoufly to 
his flock the word of life. To watch over, and examine more 
narrowly into his own heart and conduct, and to repair his 
interiour fpirit he ufed often to retire for feme days into fbmc 
clofe folitude. When he was made bifhop king Dermith pre- 
ferred to the abbey of Glendeloch one fo notorioufiy unworthy 
of that dignity that he was in a fhort time expelled, and Tho- 
mas, a nephew of the fainr, by whom he had been brought up, 
was canonically elected. By the care of this young pious and 
learned abbot difcipline and piety again flourifhed in that houfe. 
And from that time St. Laurence frequently made choice of 
Olendeioch for his retreats: but he ufualiy hid himfelf in a fo- 
litary cave at fome diftance from the monavtcry, between a 
rock and a deep lake, in which St. Coemgcn had lived. When 
our faint came out of thefe retreats he fecmed like another 
Mofes coming from convcrfing with God, full of a heavenly fire 
and divine light. 

St. Laurence found the grcateft part of his flock fo blinded 
with the love of the world, and enllaved to their paflions, that 
the zealous pains he took fecmed loit upon them. He threat- 
ened them with the divine judgments in cafe they did not ipeed- 
ily and effectually reform their manners by linccre repentance : 
but like Noe when he preached to a world drowned in fin, lie 
Teemed to them to fpeak in jeft, till they were overtaken on 
a hidden by thole calamities which he had foretold, which fcrved 
to purify the elect, and doubtleis brought many who before had 
been deaf to the faint's rem on j trances, to a fenfe of their f pi 1 i - 
tual miferies. Dicrmcth, or Dermot, kin** of LeinfiWr, haviivr 
ravifhed the wife of the king of Meath, the latter implored die 
protection of Roderick, monarch of Ireland, who cupelled Der- 
mot. But he called over the valiant Knglilh knight, Richard 
de Clare, commonly called Strongbovv, earl of Pembroke, who 
brought with him fevcral other noblemen with the belt foldieia 
amonofl their vaflids, rnd landing at Wntcrford conquered great 
pari: ol Ireland. Dermot dvinp; in 1 172, Srronyhow bun * 
left his heir, claimed the kingdom of Luinilcr, took the city of 
Dublin fv/ord in hand, maflacred a <ireal number of the inaa- 
bitants, and fet fire to tin: city. In this dieadiul difailer the 
jjood pallor was unploved in leiievino; the did re/led, in implor- 
ing for them the companion of the conquerots, and iif inducing 
J he fulVercrs at Wall to make a i»ood ufe of their afiliclioii:;. Tins 

Vol. IV. X c_ onaucle 
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conqueft of Ireland was begun by private noblemen, whofe fuo 
cefs gave umbrage to the court, and king Henry II. command- 
ed Strongbow and his afTociates to return to England : but they 
declared they only conquered Ireland in his name. Where- 
upon he went thither, and in 1172 received at Dublin the ho- 
mage of all the princes and petty kings, and of Roderick, king 
of Conaught, monarch of the ifland, and was acknowledged by 
them lord and fovereign of Ireland. Some time after this St. 
Laurence was obliged for the affairs of his church to go over to 
England in order to make application to king Henry II. who 
happened then to be at Canterbury. St. Laurence repaired thi- 
ther, and was received by the monks at Chrift's Church with 
the honour due to his fanclity, and defired by them to fing 
high mafs the next day. That whole night he fpent in prayer 
before the fhrine of St. Thomas, to whofe intcrceffion he re- 
commended himfclf and the bufmefs which brought him thi- 
ther. On the day following as he was going up to the altar 
to officiate, a madman who had heard much of his fan£Mty, out 
of an extravagant notion of making fo holy a man a martyr, 
and another St. Thomas, gave him fo violent a blow on the 
head with a ftafT as knocked him down. All that were pre- 
fent concluded that he was mortally wounded, and exprefled 
their concern by their tears. But the faint coming to himfelf 
again, called for water, which he blefled with the fign of the 
crofs, and then dire£ted the wound to be wafhed with it. This 
no fooncr done but the blood was immediately (launched, 
and the faint laid mafs. To this miracle the author who was 
then at Canterbury, was an eycwitncfs, and allures us that the 
fracture was to be feen in the faint's fkull after his death. The 
king ordered the frantick afTaftin to be hanged ; but the holy 
prelate interceded in his favour, and obtained his pardon. The 
third general council of Latcran was held at Rome in 1x79, by 
pope Alexander III. with three hundred bifhops, for the refor- 
mation of manners, and the extirpation of heretical crrours. 
St. Laurence went on from England to Rome, and with the 
archbifhop of Tunm, live other Irifh and four Englifh bifhops 
a {lifted at this council. Our faint laid before his Holinefs the 
flatc of the Irifh church, and begged that effectual remedies 
might he applied to many diforders which reigned in that coun- 
try, and care taken for preferving the liberties of that national 
church. The pope was wonderfully pleafed with his wife and 
jealous propofals, and fo fatisficd of his virtue and prudence 
that he readily made the regulations which the faint dcfircd > 
and appointed him legate of the holy fee in the kingdom of Ire- 
land. As foon as the faint was returned home, he began vi- 
goroufly to execute his legatino power by reforming the man- 
ners 
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ncrs of the clergy, and making wholefome regulations. 
He found the whole country afflicted with a terrible fa- 
mine which continued to rage for three years. The faint laid 
himfelf under an obligation of feeding every day fifty Grangers ? 
and three hundred poor perfons of his own diocefs, befidcs many 
others whom he furnifhed with clothes, victuals and the other 
necefiaries of life. Several mothers who were reduced fo low 
as not to be able to keep their own children, laid them at the 
hifhop's door, or in other places where he would fee them, and 
the faint took care of them all : fometimes he provided for 
three hundred of them together. Henry II. king- of England, 
was offended at Dcronog, a powerful Irifh king, and our faint 
undertook another journey into England to ncgociate a reconci- 
liation between them. Henry would not hear of a peace, and 
immediately after the faint's arrival, fet out for Normandy. 
Laurence retired to the monaftery of Abingdon \ and after 
flaying there three weeks followed him into France. Henry, 
who had always renulfed him, was at length fo much moved by 
his piety, prudence and charity that he granted him every thing 
he afked, and left the whole negociation to his difcrction. It 
was only to obtain this that charity had made the faint defire 
to remain longer upon earth. Having difcharged his commif- 
lion he was obliged by a fever which feized him upon the road, 
to flop his journey. He took up his quarters in the monaftery 
of regular canons at Eu, upon the confines of Normandy, an 
abbey depending upon that of St. Victor's in Paris. Going into 
this houfe he recited that verfe of the Pfalmifi: : This is ?ny reft- 
ing place for ever ; in this place zoill I dwells becaitfc I have c ho fen 
it. He made his confeffion to the abbot, and received the Vi- 
aticum and extreme-unction from his hands. To one who put 
him in mind to make a will, he anfwered with a fmile : cc Of 
cc what do you fpeak ? I thank God I have not a penny left in 
cc the world to difpofe of." Indeed whatever he poileiTed id- 
ways became immediately the trcafure ol" the poor. The faint 
died happily on the fourteenth of November, in 1181", and was 
buried in the church of the abbey. Theobald, archbifhop of 
Rouen, and three other comrnifiioncrs, by order of pope Hono- 
rius III. took juridical informations of fevcral mir.tc.les wrought 
at the tomb, through the intei coflion or the fervant of God, 
and fent an authentic!-: relation to Rome : and Honorius pub- 
Jimed the bull of his canonization in 1226, in which he men- 
tions that feven dead perfons had been raifed by him to h'fe. 
This archbifhop, in 1227, can fed his body to be taken up and 
enfhrined, forty-two years after his death. The abbey of our 
Lady at Eu flill pofll'iles the grcatelt prut of his rclicks, though 

X x 2 lb mo 



1 



664 St. DUBRICIUS, B. C. Nov. 14, 

fome churches at Paris and clfc where have been enriched with 
certain portions. 

The faintly deportment, the zeal, the prayers and the mi- 
racles of St. Laurence were not able to awake many of thofe 
hardened finncis whom he laboured to convert. How few a- 
mong the Jews, efpccially among the Pharifecs, obeyed the 
voice of our Redeemer himfelf ! If a paflor's labours were con- 
ftantly attended with eafy iuccefs, he would meet with nothing 
for the exercife of his patience, by which he is to purchafe his 
own crown, and perfect the fan deification of his foul. No de- 
gree of obflinacy, malice or pcrvcrfenefs muft cither difturb 
or difcourage him. The greater the blindnefs, the more defpe- 
rate the fpi ritual wounds of others are, the more tender ought 
his compaOion to be, the greater his patience, and his carncft- 
nefs in praying and labouring for their recovery and falvation. 
He is never to defpair of any one fo long as the divine mercy 
itill waits for his return. If opportunities of exhorting fail, or 
ii charitable rem on ft ranees only exafperate, fo that prudence 
makes them unfcafonablc for a time, he ought never to ceafe 
c:uncfr]y importuning the Father of mercies in their behalf. 

On the fame DAY 

St. Dvr.pjcius, B. C. How great foevcr the corruption of vice 
was which had funk deep into the hearts of many in the degenerate 
ages of the ancient Britons before the invafion of the Englifh Sax- 
ons, God railed among fl: them many eminent faints, who by their 
zealous exhortations and example invited thfeir countrymen by pe- 
nance to avert the divine wrath which was kindled over their heads. 
One of the moll illullrious fathers and inftrudlers of thefe faints was 
St. Dubricius a who llottrilhed chiefly in that part which is now called 
South-Wales (a J. He creeled two great fchools of facred literature 

at 



(a) Sir Vvilliam Dugdalc, in 
his Ant i qui lit* of If d> r LK.it/c//.irr 9 
fells us that St. Dubricius fixed 
his cpifcopal chair ionic time at 
Warwick, anil thru during his re- 
fidence there, the moil agreeable 
folitude fmce called Guy's Clilf, 
on the fide of a rock, upon the 
hanks of ihe Avon, about a mile 
from Warwick, was the place of 
his frequent retreats from the 
world, and that lie there built 
ihe oratory w hich war, dedicated, 
rot to St. Margaret, as Cnmbden 



mi flakes, but to St. Mary Mag- 
dalen. For this our antiquarian 
quotes the rolls, and a manufcript 
hiilory of John Rous, or Rofs, a 
nobleman, and famous chaunr 
try-priell of this place in the days 
of Kdwavd IV. in whole hiilory 
now publifhed by Ilcarnc, are 
found fome curious anecdotes, 
but blended with many tradition- 
ary fables and groundless conjec- 
tures. (>uyY. Cliff is fo called 
from Guy, the famous Knglifh 
champion againil the -Danes in 

the 
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at Hentlan and Moch-rhes, both places fituatcd upon the river Wye 
or Vaga, which waters Brecknockfhire, Radnorfhire and Monmouth- 
mire. In this place St. Sainton, St. Theliau and many other emi- 
nent faints and pallors of God's church were formed to virtue and 
the facred miniltry under the difcipline of St. Dubricius ; and per- 
fons of all ranks and conditions referring to him from every part 
of Britain, he had a thoufand fcholars with him for years together. 
It was this great matter's fir ft ftudy to cultivate well his own foul, 
and to learn the interiour fentimcnts of all virtues by liftening much 
to the Holy Ghott in cloie folitudc, and holy meditation on divine 
things. He was confecratcd the firtt archbiihop of LlandafF by St. 
Germanus, in a fynod about the year 444, and was afterward con- 
flicted archbifhop of Caerleon, which dignity he rcfigncd to St. Da- 
vid in the fynod of Brevi in 522. After this St. Dubricius retired into 
the folitary ifland of Bardfey or Euly on the cpaft of Caernarvonftiire, 
where he died and was buried : twenty thoufand faints (that is, holy 
hermits, and religious perfons) are faid in Cambdcn and others to 
have been interred in that ifland. The bones of St. Dubricius were 

afterward removed to LlandafF. See Alford's Annals, Leland's 

'Itinerary, and St. Dubricius's life, wrote, as fome maintain, by St. 
Theliau 'S own hand, in the IJandalf regiftcr. Alfo his life compiled 

bv 
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the reign of king Athclltane, 
commonly called earl of War- 
wick, though the chief governour 
or magistrate was then ufuall) 
called earldorman, the title of carl 
being introduced a little later by 
the Danes. His warlike exploits 
are obfeured by having been made 
the fubject of ballads and roman- 
ces ; which alfo happened to our 
great king Arthur, and to the fa- 
mous outlaw and captain of rob- 
bers Robin Hood, who ranged in 
S here wood forcll in the time of 
Richard 1. Guy, after many gal- 
lant atchievcnicnts, renounced his 
honours and riches, and led an 
auflcrc poor life in this place, 
under the direction of an old vir- 
tuous hermit, who lived in a cell 
or cave which he had hewn in the 
fide of this rock. Guy died in a 
neighbouring cell in the year 929, 
of his age the feventieth. Guy's 
tower tit Warwick was lb called 
from Guy Beauchamp, earl of 
Warwick, and the curious monu- 
ments of other powerful carls 



who rcfided in that ftrono- cattle 
(which was very advantageous in 
the old civil wars by its fitnaiion 
near the centre of England) arc 
by the vulgar very falfly afcribed 
to this Guy, the champion, after- 
ward the palmer or pilgrim, and 
the hermit. Many hermits in 
fuccceding times fcrved God in 
this delightful folitude, and a 
great number of cells with innu- 
merable crott'es cut in the fides, 
in the hard rock, arc tlill feen 
there. Richard I'canchamp, eari 
of Warwick, founded at GuyV 
Clirfa chauntry, which cnablifh- 
ment was confirmed by Henry VI. 
The church is Hill Handing ; but 
ferves for an open liable to Incite v 
the cattle which cover with ordure 
the very place where the high al 
tar Hood. In the nave two great 
Hone ltatues are Hill Handing, the 
one reprefenting ( Juy, the other 
Colborn the Dnnith champion, 
whom he flew in a Angle com- 
bat near Winchelkr 
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by Benedict a monk of Gloccfter in x i 20, in Wharton AngliaSacra, 
T. z> p. 654. 
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" St. GERTRUDE, V. Abbcfs. 

* 

JFrom her book of Divine Tnfinuations^ and her life /:o7?:pi!ed hy 
1)0771 Megc, prefixed to his edition cf that uuork^ in 1664. 
See alfo Dr. Cavc 0 Hi/L Liter. T". 2. p. 301. 

A. D. 1292. 

ST. Gertrude was of an Mutinous family, born at Eifle- 
ben, or Iflebe in Upper Saxony, and filter to St. Mechtil- 
dcs. At five years of age fhe was offered to God in the Bene- 
dictine nunnery of Rodalfdorf, and at thirty was chofen abbefs 
of that houfe in 1251 : and the year following was obliged to 
take upon her the government of the monaftcry of Heldelfs, to 
which {he removed with her nuns. In her youth fhe ftudied 
Latin, as it was then cuftomary for nuns to do ; {he wrote and 
compofed in that language very well, and was verfed in facred 
literature. Divine Contemplation and devout prayer, fhe al- 
ways looked upon as the principal duty and employment of her 
if ate, and confecrated to thofc exercifes the greater!: part of her 
time. The paflion of our Redeemer was the favourite object 
of her devotions ; and in meditating on it, or on the blefTed 
Euchariff , frequently fhe was not able to contain the torrents of 
tears which flowed from her eyes. She fpoke of Chriff, and of 
the myfleries of his adorable life, with Co much unction, and 
in fuch tranfports of holy love, as to ravifli ihofe who heard 
her. Jlcftafics and raptures of the divine love, and the gifts of 
divine union in prayer, were familiar to her. She mentions, 
that once hearing thofc words, I have fee/: the Lord face io face. y 
fung in the church, flic faw as it were a divine face moil 
beautiful and charming, whofe eyes pierced her heait, and filled 
both her foul and body with inexpiefnblc delight which no 
tongue could exprefs (1). The divine love which burnt in her 
breaft, and confumcd her foul, feemed the only fpring of all her 

a flee- 
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affedHons and actions. For this precious grace her pure foul was 
prepared by the crucifixion of her heart to the world, and to 
inordinate felf-Iove in all its fhapes. Watching, falling, abfti- 
nence, perfect obedience, and the conflant denial of her own 
will, were the means by which fhe tarned her flefh, and extir- 
pated or fubducd v/hatever could oppofe the reign of the moft 
holy will of God in her affections. But profound humility, 
and perfect meeknefs had the chief part in this work, and 
laid, the foundation of the great virtues and graces to which 
the divine mercy raifed her. Though fhe was pofTefTecl of the 
greatefl natural talents, and of moft extraordinary gifts of 
divine grace, her mind was penetrated, and entirely filled only 
with the deepefl fentimcnts of her own nothingnefs, bafenefs 
and imperfections. It was her fincere defirc that all others 
fhould have the fame contempt of her, which fhe had of her- 
£elf, and fhe ufed to fay, that it feemed to her one of the 
greatefl of all the miracles of God's infinite goodnefs, that his 
divine majefty was pleafcd to fuffer the earth to bear her. 
Though £he was the fuperiour and mother of the reft, fhe be- 
haved towards them as if fhe had been the loweft fervant, and 
one that was unworthy ever to approach them ; and fuch were 
the fincere fentimcnts of her heart. How much foever fhe gave 
herfelf up to the exercifes of heavenly contemplation, flic ne- 
glected not the duties of Martha, and was very folicitous in at- 
tending to all the neceffities of every one, and in providing all 
' things for them, efpecially all fpiritual helps. In their progrefs 
in all the exercifes and virtues of an interiour and religious life, 
fhe found the happy fruits of her zealous endeavours, and pious 
inftructions. Her tender devotion to the Mother of God, 
fprang from the ardour of her love for the divine Son. The 
fuffer ing fouls in purgatory had a very great fhare in her com- 
panion and charity. We have a living portraiture of her pure 
and holy foul^ in her fhort book Of Divine In/nutations^ or 
communications and fentimcnts of love, perhaps the moft ufe- 
ful production, next to the writings of St. Terefa, with which 
any female faint ever enriched the church, for nourifhing piety 
in a contemplative Hate (<v). The faint propofes exercifes for 
the renovation of the baptifmal vows, by which the foul cn- 

X x 4 tircly 

(a) This hook liai run through who rcfufed the archbifhoprick of 

fevcral editions; one was given Cambray, and died in But 

by the devout Carthufian, Lauf- the moil correal is that of Dorrt 

pcrguts, who died at Cologne in Mege, the Maurift Monk in 1664, 

1539 : another by the great con- under this title : 6\ Gritti'dis inji- 

templativc Lewis Blofius, the re- mtatlonmn dii'incv j'ii tatis lxh ci- 

former of the abbey of Lie fie, tin* 
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tlrely renounces the world and herfclf, con (cerates herfclf ro 
the pure love of God, and devotes herfclf to puiTue in all things 
his holy will. The like exercifes fhc prcferibes for die convcr- 
fion of a foul to God, and for the renovation of her holy fpirt- 
trial efpoufals, and the confecration of herfclf to her Redeemer 
by a bond of indi (fallible love, praying that flic may totally die 
to herfclf, and be buried in him, fo that he alone, who is her 
holy love, be acquainted with this her hidden ftatc, or fcpul- 
chre, and that fhc may have no other employment but that of Jove 
or what his love directs. Thcfe fentiments flic repeats with 
admirable variety throughout the work, and in the latter part 
dwells chiefly on the moft ardent defires of being fpcedily united 
to her love in everlafling cjory, in treating her divine Redeemer 
by all his fufrerings and infinite mercies to clean fe her perfect]/ 
from all earthly affections and fpots, that (he may be admitted 
to his divine prcfence. Some of thefe fighs by which flic ex- 
preiTcs her thirft after tin's happy union with her God in blifs arc 
fo heavenly, that they feem rather to proceed from one who 
was already an inhabitant of heaven, than a pilgrim in this mor- 
tal life ; fo iirongly were the affections of the faint fixed there. 
This is particularly obfervablc in that exercifc, wherein /he ad- 
vifes the devout foul, fometimes to fet apart a day to be devo- 
ted without interruption to praife and thank fgiving, in order to 
fupply any defects in this double duty in daily devotions, and to 
endeavour as perfectly as pofTible to be afibciated in this function 
to the heavenly fpirits. The like exercifes fbe propofes for fup- 
plying all defects in the divine love, by dedicating an entire day 
to the moft fervent acts of pure love. The faint as a chafte 
turtle never interrupted her fweet fighs and moans, admitting 
110 human confolation, fo long as her defire was delayed ; yet 
rejoicing in hope and love, in pet feet refignation to the will of 
God, in the vifits of the divine fpirit, in fuffcring with, and 
for her loving Redeemer, and in labouring for his fcrvicc. 
Her defires were at length fulfilled, and having been abbefs 
forty years, fhc was called to the embraces of her heavenly 
Spoufcin 1292, her fiflcr Mcchtildcs being dead fome time 
before. The laft heknefs of St. Gertrude, fecmcd rather a lan- 
p;ui(hing of divine love, than a natural fever: fo abundantly did 
her f ,ul enjoy in it the fweetcft comforts and prcfence of the 
Holy Ghoff. Miracles altered how precious her death was in 
the fight of God. She is honoured with an office in the Ro- 
man breviary on this day. The Jvvpfanographia, or catalogue of 
r licks kept in the chcloral palace ol l>runfvvick~/ jjncnbei^, 
printed at Hanover, in 171 3, in folio, nxaitions ainongft others 
the rt licks of St. Gertrude hi a iich /brine. 
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The exercifes by which St. Gertrude made fuch fublime ad- 
vances in the fchool of divine love, all tended to the clofeft: 
union of her heart to God by the moft inflamed deuxes, and 
pureft affections : and were directed at the fame time to remove 
all obftacles to this union, by cleanfing her foul and purifying 
her affections, by tears of compunction, by the* renunciation 
of fenfual delights, and the moft perfect denial of herfelf. 
Hence fhe prayed continually that by the grace of the omnipo- 
tent divine love fhe might be ftrengthened to refign herfelf to 
holy love, fo that nothing of felf fhould remain in her, but 
fhould be totally confumed by the flame of holy love, like dult 
carried away with the wind, fo as not to leave the leaft grain or 
trace behind (2). For this exteriour action both of felf denial, 
and of charity, zeal and all other virtues are neceflary ; but 
i uteri our exercifes are far more effential, in which the foul 
muft frequently in the day, raife herfelf up to God by the moft 
ardent dcfires of love, praife and thankfgiving, and ftudy to 
die to herfelf by fincere and repeated fentiments of humility,, 
compunction, meeknefs, patience and f elf-denial. 

On the fame DAY 

St. Leopold, Marquefs of Auftria, C. Leopold the fourth of 
that name, from his infancy commonly called The Pious, was fon of 
Leopold HI. and Itta, daughter to the emperour Henry IV, (a). 
By attending diligently to the inftru&ions of God's minifters, and 
meditating alfiduoufly on the pure maxims of the gofpel, he learned 
that there is but one common rule of falvation for princes and pri- 
vate perfons ; this he fludicd, and from his cradle he laboured to 
fquarc by it his whole life. In his youth he laid a good foundation 

of 

(2) Infin. Divin. p. t;z. 



( a ) Auftria was part of Nori- 
cum, and afterward of Pannonia, 
when it fell a prey to the Hiinns 
and Abares. Charlemagne ex- 
pelled them, and fettled colonies 
from whom the country was cal- 
led Ofternccha, and Oiterlandia ; 
whence Aullria fignifies the callcrn 
country, as A ultra fi a in France. 
Charlemagne and his fucccllburs 
placed there govcrnours of the 
borders called marines, to rcflrain 
ihc Hun us., ike. Upper Aullria 



frequently was fubject to Bavaria. 
Leopold 1. was created by the em- 
perour Otho I. marquefs of Auf- 
tria in 940. St. Leopold was the 
fixth marquefs, and his fon Leo - 
pold V. was alio duke of Bavaria, 
from whom the prefent dukes of 
that country derive their pedigree. 
Henry 11. marquefs of Aullria, 
was created the firll duke by the 
emperour Frederick iJarbaroilli. 
Rodulph count of Hapfpurg, 
poileiled the county of Ele- 
ments 
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of learning ; but it was his chief fludy to live only for eternity, to curb 
his paffions, to mortify his fenfes, to renounce worldly plea- 
sures, to give much of his time to prayer and holy meditation, and 
to apply himfelf to the exercife of all manner of good works, efpe- 
cially thofe of almfdeeds and charity. By the death of his father, in 
j 096, he fa\v it was become, his indifpenfable duty to ftudy and pro- 
cure in all things the happinefs of a numerous nation .committed by 
God to his charge. The Auflrians were then a very grofs and fuper- 
ftitious people : it was necefiary to foften their minds, to imbue 
them with, the principles of reafon and fociety, and make them 
Chriftians. The work was tedious and difficult. The faint prepared 
himfelf for it by earneflly alking of God, that wifdom, which he 
Hood in need of for it, and by active endeavours, through the di- 
yine bleffing, fucceeded beyond what could have been hoped for. 
He was affable to all, fludied to do good to every one, and eafed as 
much as poffible all publick burdens of the people. His palace 
feemed the feat of virtue, juflice, and univerfal goodnefs. When 
he was conftrained to proceed to punifhmcnts he endeavoured to en- 
gage the criminals to receive them with patience, and in a fpirit of 
penance, and to acknowledge the feverity which he ufed, to be ne- 
cefiary and juft. He pardoned malefactors as often as prudence al- 
lowed him to do it; for he conlidered that the maintainance of jus- 
tice, and the publick peace and fafety, depended upon the ftricl exe- 
cution of the laws. When the civil war broke out between the unna- 
tural excommunicated emperour Henry IV. and his own fon Henry V * 
Leopold was prevailed upon to join the latter, to whofe caufe he gave 
the greatefl weight. Motives of juflice and religion, and the autho- 
rity of others determined him to take this ftep ; yet Cufpinian tells 
us (1), that he afterward did remarkable penance for the fharc which 
he had in thofe tranfadtions. In 1 106 he took to wife Agnes, a moft 
virtuous and accompliihed princef?, daughter to the emperour Henry 
IV. filler to Henry V. and widow of Frederick duke of Suabia, by 
whom ihe had Conrad, afterward emperour, and Frederick, father 

of 



( 1 ) Cufpin. in A 

•gents near Conflance, and Alface: 
after he became emperour of Ger- 
many, he obtained this dutchy of 
Auftria in 1 1 36, with which he in- 
veiled his fon Albert: from which 
time his defcendant:-, have remain- 
ed poftelVcd of it. Sec Jlcrtius, R, - 

rum Gcrinanic. Aventinus, annul. 
Boiorurn. Rad<r. AW. in S. Lro- 
poiiL Fiefs, or fcorial principa- 
lities were cilablilhed by the Lorn - 
bard:: in Italy, and after the ex- 
tinction of their kingdom, adopt- 

CkI in German v, &c. Titles meiv ■ 
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ly honourary were firil made he- 
reditary by Orho I. The name of 
HcrtKog, which the Germans give 
to their dukes, iignifics a leader 
of an army. Landgraves were 
originally govern ours of provin* 
ces, Margraves of marines, fron - 
tiers or conquered countries: Bur- 
graves of particular placer, of im- 
portance : Rhinegrave of the coun- 
try nboui the R lone ; Wild grave of 
the forell of the Ardennes, this word 
iigni fy inr; H "tld Count . See Selde n , 
th\ titles of honour, Du CaiHre,&s. 
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of Frederick Barbarofla. To St. Lepppld Ihe bore eighteen children, 
of which feven died in their infancy : the reft rendered their names 
famous by great and virtuous actions. Albert the eldeft having given 
uncommon proofs of his valour and military fkill, died in Pannonia, 
a few days after his father. Leopold, the fecond, fucceeded his father 
in Auftria, and reigned alfo in Bavaria. Otho, the fifth Ion made 
great progrefs in his ftudies at Paris, became firft a Ciftercian monk, 
and abbot of Morimond, was afterwards chofen bilhop of Frifingen* 
accompanied the emperour Conrad into the holy land, and died ac 
Morimond, in great fentiments of piety. His famous chronicle 
from the beginning of the world, and other works are monuments of 
his application to his ftudies. The marchionefs Agnes would have 
her part in all her hufband's good works. With him fhe read the ho- 
ly fcriptures, and with joy interrupted her fleep in the night, to rife 
to the ufual midnight devotions of the church, to which this religious 
couple added together long meditations on the truths of everlailing 
life. Leopold in the year 1 127, founded the monaftery of the Holy 
Crofs, of the Ciftercian order, twelve Italian miles from Vienna, near 
the caflle of Kalnpcrg, where he lived. The faint and his religious 
marchionefs were deftrous to have been able to watch continually at 
the foot of the altar in finging the divine prayers ; but being obliged 
by their ftation in the world often to attend other affairs, though in 
all thefe they found God, whofe holy will and greater glory they 
propofed to themfclves in every thing they did ; they refolved to 
found a great monaftery of fervent regular canons, who might be 
fubftituied in their places, to attend night and day to this angelical 
Function. This they executed by the foundation of the noble monaf- 
tery of Our Lady of New Claufterbcrg, eight miles from Vienna. 
The marquefs out of humility would not lay the firft ftone, but caufed 
that ceremony to be performed by a prieft. The church was dedicated 
in 1 1 1 8 by the archbifhop of Saltzburg, afliftcd by the bifhop of Paflau, 
the diocefan, and the bifhop of Gurck. The foundation was confirmed 
by the pope, and by a charter of Leopold (bj, figned by Ottacar mar- 
quefs of Stiria, and many other counts and noblemen, in prcfence of the 
bifhops, who fulminated an excommunication with dreadful anathemas 
againft any who fhould invade the rights or lands of this monaftery, or 
injure or moleft the poor fervants of Chrift, who there followed the rule 
of St. Auftin. Stephen 11. king of Hungary, invaded Auftria, but was 
repulfed by St. Leopold, who defeated his troops in a pitched battle, 
The Hungarians returned fonic years after, but were met by the holy 
marquefs on his frontiers, and their army fo ill handled, that they 
were glad to fave their remains by a precipitate flight. Upon the 
death of Henry V. in 1125, fome of the electors, and many others 
deli red to fee Leopold railed to the imperial dignity : but the election 
pf Lothaire II. duke of Saxony, prevailed. Conrad and Frederick, 
fons of the marchionefs Agnes by the duke of Suabia, who had alfo 
flood candidates, railed great difturbances in the empire, to which 
they afterwards both fucceeded. But Leopold adhered with fuch fi- 
delity, 

(b) He every where ftyles himfelf Marc bio Orientalis* for Mar- 
quefs of Aiding 
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delity to Lothaire, as to give manifeft proofs of his fincere difinte- 
reftednefs, and to ftiew how perfectly a ftranger he was tojealoufy 
and ambition. He attended the emperour as his friend in his journey 
into Italy. After a glorious and happy reign, he was vifited with 
his laft ficknefs, in which he confefled his fins with many tears, re- 
ceived extreme uuclion , and the other rites of the church, and never 
ceafing to call on Chrifl his Redeemer, and to recommend his 
foul, through his precious death 3 into his divine hands, with admira- 
ble tranquillity and refignation pah^ed to a flate of happy immorta- 
tality on the fifteenth of November, 11 36. tX e was buried at his mo- 
naftery of New'Claufterberg, two German miles from Vienna, and on 
his and his holy conforms anniverfarics, "two large doles are ftill dif- 
tributed by the community to all the poor that come to receive it. 
St. Leopold was honoured by God with many miracles, and was ca- 
nonized by Innocent VIII. in x 4^ 5 . See his life by Vitus Erem- 
percht, publiihed by F. Rader, £n Bax^aria Sancta, Vol, 3. p. 143. 
the hiftory of the foundation ofMedlic, quoted at large by Lambeci- 
( BibL Vttutob. Vol. 2. J and Francis of Poflacs oration before 
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Innocent VIII. in order to the faint's canonization, (in Surius, T. 
79,) in which many miracles are recited. See other manufcript monu- 
ments quoted by F. Rader. 

St. Eucenius, M. was a difciple of St. Dionyfius, firrr, bifhop of 
Paris, and fuffered martyrdom at Paris* foon after him, according to 
the new Paris breviary in 275. His relicks were tranflated to Tole- 
do in Spain in 1 148, as is related by Mariana. It is by miftake 
that fome have confounded this martyr with Eugenius, the pious and 
learned archbifhop of Toledo (a) 



(a) Eugenius held that fee 
twelve years, and died in 657 : 
was t a prelate of eminent fancti- 
ty, prefided in tlie ninth and 
tenth councils of Toledo, and is 

author of fever al pious epigrams, 



and a poem on the Hexaemeron, 
or work of fix days, that is, the 
creation of the world, publifhecl 
by F. Sirmond, in. 1619. He 
is mentioned by his immediate 
fucceflbur St. lldcfonfus. 
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